
-szcttET Monday - .Fe'brury s. 1908 - !' i ,lt, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION 

SUBJECT: M.eaBuree to lnYlgorate the J"onn and Substance of Oa.r 
Activitl• • ia Latin America 

You asked fer ideas to dramati&• our Latia American policy. I 
au.gge , t the followblg: 

Mpauzes Demon.traUpg H11!!•.level US Interest 

l. SecJ&l Mee••&• to the .Jettr-Amerlcan Cultw-al Co\UlCil. 
Dr. Eisenhower and Dr. HorAl& leave for Veneauela on February 13 
to attend a s pec.lal me.tJac of tu lnter•Amel'lcaa Cultural Council. 
The Coan.ell wlll pass on pro1rams for carrJia1 out the OAS Swnmlt 
decbioaa l.n ed11C&tioa and ncienc• and teelmoloay. I ••sgest you 
send a special mes ■age, with emp.bash on the poaaibilltle• of satel­
lite ETV. I have asked Dr. Hora.la aad Doug Cater to prepare a draft. 

Approve 

Dlaapprove 

Call me -· 
z. Trip by the Vice Preddent. To dmnonatrate ou interest 

ill economic iate1ration and. in openlnc the hmer frontier • of South 
America. the Vice President could make a J.w .. k. tour, Yis itlna 
prima.r !~r p:roJech related to de'ftlopmeat of the heartland ol. th• 
coatlaeat: road Mildla&, hyclroelectrtc plaate, colon.lsatlon. com• 
tn1111lty development, cooperatlv••· Co'ftf ou,.r. Bill Gav.cl (who 
hasn•t IMlera to Lath:l America ac•pt to Punta c:utl Este) and perhaps 
om• Coqre1nman should go with blm. TheJ wovld dramatiM tba•• 

two di . tlnc:tly Johnsonian cUmu•lon.s of the AlU.ance for Progr•ss: 
tate1ratton and multinational projects. 

DBCLASSIFJED 
E.0. 123 • Sec. 3.4 
NlJ Jl 1/;- ..} 7;,.. 

By "4152 , ARA, Date 11-IJj l/ 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Call mo 

. -
-

. -



3.ILCkA:i.£ 

3 . Invite Presidenh to the OP!ning of Hemisfalr . Hemb-
fair officlab cov.ld invite the Pree~d•nt• of partlclpatlng countries 
to the open.baa of the hlr. A• part of t1-ir vbit to San Antonio, 
you could invite them to the .B.aacb. 

Approve 

Dbapprove 

Call me 

-
-

• -
• · Vhih of !tftie Am!rlcan Preslde~t• . You have the Pres .. 

ident ol Par-guay, Alfredo Stroessner, schAtduled lor March. For 
the remaloder of the yur you could have , 

Prteidpnt Lobni
1
ol Ven•fpla . He was invited for 

J&Duary but could nt:at mak• lt. State b pzopostaa 
July. 

Prtdd5't;t Llera■ of ~olombla. He l• going te 
Europe this spring and would Ulte to stop 1n the 
us. 

Pre•id!at BaJ!utr of tM .Dom!!k•& l!RY:b_µc. 
He will have finhhed hall ol his term on July 1. 

The Amhtad Dam will be ready for dedication in Septem­
ber . You could Join President Diae Ordas for that ceremony. 

Approw 

.Disapprove 

Call me . -
5. ln~•:ryiew with §IJ;gtpd Latill Arnerie•Jt, .~•~sm1,. Aa in• 

terview with a 1roup of carefully selected, promlunt Latin American 
reporter■ would aiv• rou &oed expoeue ln Latin America . You ceuld 
make it a.n laformal, persoaal affair 1>1 havi111 the Interview ln your 
oUice and takiag the newsmen on a touJ' of th• White House . Thb 
could be filmed 'by USIA for the newameu and played all over Latin 
America. You could use the interview to project yovr •islon of an 



ecOMl'Dlcallr lnt.arat.d Latin America with the beuflh that thi s 
WOG!d brla1 to the •Dtr•'Pl'•aeur a fl ••11 as the a ver•1• clUsen. 
Slate and USIA ha" developed a. plaa ,~r l>rln1iaa ,taeh a 1ro\lp of 
newt,men to the US. uln1 Hemldalr a s the cover. 

Approft 

Dha pprove 

Call me 
-

. -
5. Mor, PJress cn,act by Cs?ver ounr. •l:lh J..aUn Am,,:-

lcaa•. Covey ba1t Ja•t fbalshed • hl1hlr a•c••dlll. two-week ,...,lag 
lhl'oap CeAtral America and Paaama. He plaa• to tranl to Pera. 
Chile. and Brasil, atarUna tlal• week. A Taveras Dam loan sipla1 
cer•moar 1a the Domlalcaa Jlepgblic 1n March la aaother po• n,1ut,. 
0a the fl• trlp• ti. trl• s to r ... ch the people thrMlll TV, pre•• con­
l•r•ac• s aad pul,Ue appN..rance · ba place• outside the capltal. Hh 
maderr of Spaahh and natural empatbJ •r• a great a 11 eet. 

Oar OAS•ClAP man ebould alee be dolq ~ome mb•ioaarJ 
work of thh nature, kt .be lacks the laapsage au !Allbetaal:iYe kaowl­
ed1• ol eo..err proltlema a.ad what CIAP mlpt clo to dramatl•• ~ 
Alllaaca. Neverthet. s a, 11 pv. r•J•et proposal 2 a'lto-M, be coald 
tour the lnMr frontier s a.ad 'be photoanphed on the moder• road • 
at dams , p, 2 plpeU.. M, etc. la the lnterlo.r. 

l. .llestrehlrt gAP. CIAP b not •l"ftll.l lead•r slalp to 
the AlUaace. The Cbainna11 tend too much towards pd'ft.te c:llp­
lowy aad tlot1 a not ••rt •••ah llrm, imapaativ•• JNltUc l•der• 
ehlp. Oar man h aot feediaa him ld••• and p1ubba1 him for action 
behind the !JCeD• • There le a serl011s ,<rtrutural w•lm••• -· 
7 art•Hm! membora canaot do the Jo1- of policy dil'ectlon, country 
review. and. i-rformaace follow••p that l• raq11U'eL It ls poUUcally 
impo• Ible tC) replace the pre ~ent member,., Mt a lew more full-tun. 
memberR with .lmapaUoa and drive coald 'be added. The uw men 
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are Jlffded to tranelate the Summit directives into •peciflc course• 
of acUoa, determine priorltl•e aad. throqh close per •onal coatact, 
per■uact. 1o"rameata to mov-e aceorcUa11,. Bill Bowdler bas pre• 
pared a proposal for relt1'.setur1Ds CIAP which he b taldn1 up with 
Covey and Sol. We are d100Ua1 to 1•t thb dou at the later•Amer• 
lean Economic and Social Council rne•tllli in June. 

We can alao expect more dyaamhm from a new OAS Sec­
retary 0.neral U Galo Plasa h elected. 

2. N9w YD l!n•tlYf pjrgl9r oa the .JPB. hlat.d to our 
leader•hlp in CL\P la leadership la the lnter-Amerleaa Bank. The 
Bank b as•IIDWll a lara•r role ha the Alllaac:e. Laat r•r a.,...1 
lavestmut• ~ the Bank reachefl ti. hall billion mark. It dld more 
dollar lU1dlag than 011r entire AID proaram 1n La.Un America. My 
hunch h that tu Con1r••• will increaslntly want to f1U1Del aasht-
anc• throqh the multilateral lendla1 iD•Ututloa , , so the IDB'• role 
IA the Alliance h likely to lncr•ase. Tiu• makes lt most tmportaat 
that we have a &op•fii&ht: pro•• US Executive Director who bow• 
bow to work wlth Latins while proteetiag our lnteresta •• ••peclally 
s ince our top man 011 the Bank maaa1emaat is Dot effective. I bow 
,011 are co1ulderln1 this matter. You have ill Ray Sternfeld •• the 
preaeat US alternate .. - the man who can do that kiad of Joi>. 1 auoa1lJ 
recommend that you name him. (Tom Maon and Joe :Barr agr•• ·) 

Appro..,. 

Dbappron 

Call me . -
3. Uode£!lse our Mlllterx and S,cy.ritr !\•latioas with 1,aUQ 

America.. The pattern. ol th••• r•lationshlpe waa ••tabllaheci da.rlaa 
World Warn a.nd the years immediately thereafter. They are oat• 
dated. There h too much Mnpha•h on bilateral programs wlth ,u 
and an uceu,lve palerzaalism on o,ar part. As we have done la the 
economic field. we should get th• Latin ~ to think more of military 
and :-.ecurlty policy 1n collective terms and ln relaUoa,ihlp to economic 
and social 1oah . Ne• hlstrumenh of biter-American cooperation 
are .Deeded to replace the present antiquated -- aad stipG&tlsed •· 
one s . Bob Sayre bas prep&r•d a strata1J !or doing thh which Nick 
Katsen'ba.ch has apprond and h now awaitlag the concurrene• of 
Secretary McNamara. 



.. ttu:n AffW!Pfl He•1u1 G!etlUet s• J'utu• PtnJ.op­
. m,9h. The-1.e mea••n• el hlch lmpact for LatiJI America•~• 
coatla1eat on futua-e deftlopmonh : 

Jr.. GrapUpg el Jeff Pl-et1,..,,s to L&"9 Apr!5a1 l( 
the Baropeaa• coat.iall• thalr pl'efereace s for Afr le. 
aad do aot go aloag with farther temponrJ world­
wide tari.ff cats for tu LDC . • 

.£.• A Ne·~ Program to Open South Ameriea • a: Inner Froa­
tier ... More Rppldly, afte-r the bea YJ expelkUlt&re 1n 
Vletum decrease. 

IS( 
w. W. Jl.ostow 
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MOllday, · J'eb. 5, 168 
S p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

. Herewltla the 48 B-si 1trilce• 1cheduled 
aromad Khe Saab la the next 24 hou.r•. 

W. W. Roatow 

TOP·IJ;tkET attachmeat 

(NMCC 5 Feb 68 memo •bj : Operatlo-1 Hi.1hll1hb 

~ 
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TMCt JOINT STAP'I' 

THE NATIONAL MlLlTARY COMMAND CENTER 
W"SHINGTON, a .c. Z.O)Ol 

5 February 1968 
4:30 PM l3ST 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Sonior Watch Officer, Whi.te House Situation 
Room 

Mr. Benjamin H, Read, Executive Secretary> 
Department of -StateJ c/o. Operations Center 

Subject: 0.i,e1·0.tional Highlights 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 
~ 

The following US Air Force B-52 missions arc now scheduled 

to be flown · during the next 24 hou1·s: 

MISSION & TIMI1 (EST) 
NR OF ACrT ON TARGET 

UNIFORM 78 9:10 PM 
(o B-·szs) 5 February-

(061010 SVN) 

UNI°FORM 100 10:10 PM 
(6 B-52s) S Februar~ · 

(061110 SN) 

UNIFORM 16 1:15 AM 
(6 B-52s) {, Fehrua:r~ 

(0614-15 S N) 

UNII:ORM 9 5: ZO AM. · 
(6 B-52s) 6 February 

(061820 SYN) 

UNIFORM. 6 · 9:30 AM 
(6 B-52s) 6 Feb1·ua.ry 

(062230 -SVN) 

UNIFORM 46 l: 35· PM 
(12 n-szs) 6 February 

co1023s ·svN) 

UNIFORM 22 3:50 PM 
. {6 B-52s) 6 .February 

(0704S0 SVN) 

~OP ~~CR~T • LIMDIS 

TARGET LOCATION 
ANV. DESCRIPTION 

In South Vietnam> 17 miles northeast 
of,..Khe Sanh; colltains elements of the 
NVA 320th Division. 

In South Vietnam, 19 miles northeast gf 
~he San.h_; contains elements ortlie 
i-rox-320th l)i vision. ·_ · 

In South Vietnam, 8 miles west...:.n.o._r_t_hwest 
Qf Khe ~-anh_;. contains extensive bunkers 

- aticl storage areas. · 

rn South Vietnam, 6 miles nort~_e_s_t of 
Kho Sanht contains extensive bunkers 
and storage a1·eas.· 

In. South Vietnam, 8 miles west-northwest 
~f:_,Kh_e ___ $.11nh_. conta1ns-ele1ieJrts of the 
~VA 32SC Division. · 

rn. Laos, 9 miles_J_out~~~.!t ~f _K_l'~_e _Sanh 1 contains elements of the NVA 304th 
Division. 

In South Vietnam, 1._~il.<!Ll.\QJ~rh\l!e_s L9_f_ 
~~_LS.-aJlJl., co1~tains clements of tho 
NVA 32St1l. Di vision •. 

···----·· .. -··---------·· ·-- ... __ . ··-·-··· ····-----·----··-·· .. -~-·--·•·· ··-- .. ·-

' . 
'• 

· .. 



The following ROLLING THUNDER 57 ALFA st,:ikes are now 

schedulod during the next 24 hours: 

TIME (EST) SAIGON 
TARGET AND LOCATION ON TARGET UNIT STRIKE FORCE TIME 

Chuc Son Army Bks 
(N), 10 miles south• 
west of Hanoi 

Ha Dong -Bks SW 
9 miles .southwest 
of Hanoi 

Kinh No RR Yd 
9 miles north of 
Han.oi 

Lan Son RR/Hwy Br 
79 miles northeast 
of Hanoi 

T:.36 PM 7AF 
S f._ebrua.ry 
·-3:-36 AM 
6 Feb1·uary 

7:38 PM 7AF 
5 February 
3:38 AM 
6 Pebruary 

7:16 PM 7AI~ 
S February 
3:16 AM 
6 ·February 

3:15 AM . 7AF 
6 February 

DDO~· 

APDO_· ·-~-­

CCOC · CC__, 

NMCC - S FEB 68, 4:30 PM EST 

1-0P SI.iGRE1P' - LIMD1S 2 

.... ·---··-- .. ·-· ·-· .. 

4 F-105 060836 

4 F-105 061636 

8 F-105 060838 

8 F-lOS 061638 

12 F-105 060816 

12 P-105 061638 

4 F-4 061615 

. -·--··-- ----· .. ··----·· ··-····· . . .... --· 



Monday, February S, 1968 -- 4:30 PM 

Mr. President: 

I know .b.ow you feel about atalf travel, puticularlJ now. But I 
thoupt you ■hollld know about one proposition lavolviAa Ed Hamilton. 

As you know, Hamilton'• pariah include■ India and PakistaA. He 
know■ the terralll &Ad the ho•••fiea.b. Lalrly well, but he .b.aan•t vi■ited 
either co\lAtry for three year■• A lot ha■ chanaed in that time. Tb.ere 
18 a meetiq of our c.b.ief diplomatic: office ra la Dacca, Eaat Paklataa, 
at the end of next week. It mlpt make •enae tor him to 10 to that meet­
Ull and to atop briefly in Delhi and Rawalpindi afterwarda. 

On the eJ.u• aide, thia trip would: 

.... Give him a. uaeful refreaher on the iaauea and the people he 
deal• with. 

-- Be a nice geatur• to Bowle■ and Oehlert, both ol whom enjoy 
White Hou■• attention and have uraecl him to come • 

.. .. Cost ua DOthina ia the balance of payment■, ■inc• traYel to India 
and Pakiat&a - - with no stop■ in E\uope - - la payable entirely in 
exce ■■ rupee■• 

On the minua aide, the trip would remove Hamilton lrom Waa.b.lnaton 
dula1 the laat part of the me■aage aeaaon. (He haa alrea4y done the Forei1n 
Aid Me■aage, aubject to your appronJ., but he w ould probably do the Food 
Me•■a1e and. ulp with ■ome of the other• ii he were bere.) Further, I 
reco1mu that you may want to put an abaolute fr•••• on ataff travel for 
paycbolo11c&l rea•on• whatever the actual effect on the balance ot paymenta. 

Hamiaon under•tanda the mi.11Una a■ well aa tbe pluna. He would like 
to 10, hut he will be entinly peaceful if you decide otherwi••· 

W. W. Ro■tow 

Let him go __ _ 

Better not ---
Call me ----



INFOlUUTION 

... GONFJl>ENTJAL 

Monday. February s. 1968 -- '4:05 prn 
' 

Mr. Prealdent: 

Thia ia the report I didn't •end alon1 the other 
day becauaa:_ lt wa:a oaly one all.Ch' atraw in the 
wind: aDd CIA could Aot evaluate the aoarce. 
NeYerthele••• it u lnterestlDg. 

report• that the North Vletvarne•• army 
ha• lnformecl: the Viet Cong that aapport will be 
withdrawn 1n March 1968 and-therefore the Viet Coq 
muat mak~ every effort to wl.A before March. " 

W. W. Roatow 

~Ar rr_ ZE _ 
E.O. 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 9L-t'i4i 

1.5(C) 
3A(b)(1) 

BY, 1,(,4,, , NARA Date ~-/ JfB' 

WWRostow:rln 
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-OONFWEN'l'IAL- Monday, February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Am.baa1ador Harman's Farewell Call Tue1day, February 6-11:00 a.m. 

While Amba11ador Harman'• call i ■ a protocol eall to say good-bye, 
you could uee it to advantage. 

Of couree, we wish to send the A.Inba1sador and Mr■• Harman off 
with our warm wi■hea. He baa been amba11ador for 8 years-•and in the 
US for 13 alto1ether. 

One way to make this po■itive point la to dwell on your belief that 
US-Israeli relations are closer than ever. Our position following the 
1967 Arab•llraeli war la a far cry to the US poeition in 1956-7 juat before 
Harman came. On the per11onal level too, we are learmn1 better how to 
deal with each other (much leas au■picion between our governments, though 
much 1u:rvives). Finally, larael h much more self-reliant economically. 

But I think you ought to give him one capeule statement of your 
forebodings for the future if Israel doesn't take full advantage of Jarrin1. 
We can't agree that time is now on Israel'• aide. 

Luke Battle in a go-round with Harman thia afternoon urged the 
Ieraelia to think what ateps they can take to keep a sense of movement in 
the Jarrins misaion. If one approach doe1n't work, he told them to try 
another. That's quite different from the Israeli tendency to sit tight until 
someone puehes them to move a little. 

You might indicate you're aware of Luke's talk and generalize 
from it your expectation that I■ rael will do everything it can to keep 
Jarrln1 in buainesa and to get negotiation• going. Israel's future is too 
important to leave to legalisma. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NW t/b -!93 

By C& , NARA Date U::3-'J7 

W. W. Roetow 

~i'WEN'l'iAL 



ACDON 

-TeP SEOB:J!T /SEMSlTIVE 

M_.a,, l"ebnary 5, 1961 
1:20 p.m. . 

Mr. PreaWeat: 

Herewltll. clearN lty Sec. Jluak 1111d Uader 
Secretary Katuaacll, la a propo• .. perewl 
caJ.le to A.mlt. Bunker wltll 1.W.llae• fer a 
pnau»le talk la pu aame with Title-. 

Me••••• cleared __ _ 

No, NtYIN •• WI..,. ---
Call me ---

"K>P SECllET /SENSfflYE 

WWRoatow:rla 

DECLA SIRED 
E.O. 12 S6, ~c. 3.4(b) . 

\X1tice Hotr1e Guide.I.~, Feb. 24. l983 
fh,7, NARA, Date /~~--92_ 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O~ -12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J -7 ~- ~ o;:;i., · 
. - NARA Date 4-S ~ f-1 

__ v __ IA_C __ A_S..__.C...,HA.......,NN........,E,_L By ~ t ---- Febl·uary 

'l10f SitCBE'f(§§tifiIIDffi -, 

3, 1968 

FROM THE PRESIDENT TO _SAIGON, LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR 
A~!BASSADOR BUNKER 

I have tead with interest the account . of your latest 

talk with President Thieu, reporting the formation of a 

spe.c.tal joint tas.k force. The J:eport of its fir.st meeting 

~~s hea~t~ning. tt should move things in the .right direction 

in the days ahead. 

Getting Thieu and Ky to work together and stay togethe~ 

co~ld be a favorable consequence of the attack on the cities, 

t also noted how promptly you encou1:aged Thieu to realize 

t.\\a.t tl\ts was a moment of · opportunity for leadersh.ip, -as well 

as danger. 1 know that you have had on your mind all the 

possible ways to get .Thieu moving. We have been somewhat 

concerned about Thieu's cautious approach to proble.ms which 

require fervent leadership. 

1 am~~iting you now .to see if you don't agree that thls 

is the time to let Thieu know how important it 1s that he 

also move ~apidly on some of the deeper problems facing the . 

~ietnames~ Govei:nme1,t, its people) and o·urselves as their 

fighting allies. If you agree -- at the right moment -- I 

should hope yo\i would.have ·a private and very frank talk w!th 

.... 
?- l 

--··-·--



I 
i 
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Thieu. You might tell him that only the President and 

Secr.etary ·Rusk are aware of the subject of this conversation .. 

Subject to )'Our judgment, I 'Would talk to him along 

som~thi.ng like these lit\es. 

I would tell him it is our opinio11 that the coordinated 

N~A/VC attacks and the enemy's extensive propaganda campaign 

have had a strongly negative effect on both Vietnamese and 

American opinion. It is of the highest urgency that the 

GVN act decisively to meet. the problem -- not merely the 

short-range difficulties, but the deep-seated problems that 

make things easier for the VC in both their military and 

political efforts. The time for caution and ·slow steps 

forward .is past. ~e reoognize that decisive action may 

involve mistakes along the line. We can .live· with these 

now an_d · then. But we cannot . live with a · 0 business . as 

usual" approach. 

,, 
.... - ,.. .,.: 

fr, f jl 

. . .. ··:; 
. '.,.: 
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'tOi SEC'9..iT iE~16 FPI'JJ:3 
.3 .. 

Thieu can count on our support. We will help him in 

every way possible. But we want to avoid inaction or 

half-measures. We strot,gly believe that he• Vice Prest .. 

dent Ky, and Prime Mi~lste~ Loe should be a closely-knit 

eeam; that each should have his own clearly defined 

responsibilities, at1d that each of them can move, knowing 

he has the support of the others and of the Americans. 

We consider 1.t urgent that he move rapidly on: 

--st~engthening the ARVN, getting the most capable 

officers in command positions, eliminating or 

shelving those who are inept and weak. 

--shaking up and getting ~ore teamwork in his 

intelligence services. · It is a disgracEi that 

the VC can mount dozens of attacks eimultaneously 

all over the country and his Government doesn't 

know a thii1g about: it in advance; 

--a large-scale drive on cornuption. Thieu and 

Ky must make it clear that corruption is no 

longer going to be toler~ted. If they can move 

in on blatant past offenders all to the good. 

But it should be clear that a new deal is in 

effect and -corruption or violation of the public 

'fQP SEQMX.,.SENfil'f'UEB- ~ 

___ ...,.,....... __ .. 
···,, 
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trust is going to get rapid and strong 

justice. Officer.s artd officials who are 

corrupt need to be removed and this is a good 

occasion to speed up the clean-up. 

t cannot fully express my admiration and appreciation 

for your efforts in the dangerous and trying circumstances 

which you are facing. We want to do everything we can 

to support you and your courageous colleagues. If there 

is anything th.at you need that you are not getting let 

us know and you will get it·. 

TOP SECRET SEMSITPii -

' ·:,:,•.· . ..... --······ _______ ,._.....__ ...... .. ····--- .... ---·-·-····· -· -
, i ... 



INFORMATION 

Moaday. Fe'bnary 5, 1968 -- 1:00 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdellt: 

Geor1• Wood• called me from Rome -thl• moralq. He aaked lf lt 
wo111cl be peaalble f•r yn. to ••J' a few word• to Prime Mlal•ter Wlleoa 
la npport of. an 1••• he .ha• beea •wpportlaa: aamely, that a 1roap of 
ladepe ... at. w.11-kaowa cltlae•• of .arlo .. cOll&trl••• ,-.ferul1 
cWrecl 1ty Lord OllYer l'raaka, llllllertake thl• year a atady of how foreqa 
aid ba• ~lftd la the paat 20 year• alMl where lt ahollld 10 la the futue. 
Tai.a ldea waa •-,,,.rtN ~ our repre■eatatt._ at a recellt meetla1 of the 
OECD. It wo.ld N cempletri It,- the earl of tbe .,.ar. 

Tile idea ha■ the a4Taata .. ol lettlda1 at forelp ald on a.a later11&tloaal 
ba•l• &ad lmplylq for o•r people aDrl the c-.r••• that any mOTe• forward 
la the t.t.re W08ld N oa the baal• of m111t11ateral comm.ltmeata. 

U you. woald han a few words wltll Wll■oa about thl•• lle belleYea 
Pear■on wlll al■o talk to Wllaoa la aapport of Illa propoaltl-. He ba• 
talked to offlclala of the UK Treanry wao are fayerable. Bat dleJ' 
belle•• taat Brltabl, with lta weak eceaomy at tbe pr ... .at time, eho-.ld 
not be too far oat la hoat. --•r1e Wood■ l• peraoaally taklas on the 
Geranaaa. 

He plaaa to make a further statemeat la ••pport of the propoaltloa on 
FrWay la New Deihl at the UNCT AD meetlq. 

Wood• al•• reported taat the WA repleal•.bmeat, at $600 mlllloa, ls 
"aow buttoaed 11p. " He •••U'ed me that the terma are acceptaltle to our 
Treaa...., balaaee ol paymeata poeltlaa. Oaly the A .. trallaD• and Soath 
African• aow haYe to be broapt aboard. 

cc: Mr. E. Frled 
Mr. E. Ham.llton 

ww'Jlidlitow:rln 

W. w. ll.oatow 



INFORMATION 

MNday, J'e~nary 5, 1968 
12:30 p.m. 

Mr. Prealcleat: 

Herewith Bu w11 .. 1er' • ..-lew■ 
on 8-ator Ke_.,,• ■trateay. 

W.W. llo■tow 

WWRo■tow:rln 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

CM-2965-68 
3 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Senator Kennedy's Views on South Vietnam 

1. My views on the proposals set forth by Senator 
Kennedy during his appearance on "Face the Nation" are 
expressed below. 

2. Corruption in South Vietnam. As you know, 
solutions to corruption in Vietnam have been sought 
consistently and urgently by·us authorities. Vietnamese 
leaders are now also well aware of what must be done 
and some specific actions to reduce corruption are 
already underway. Although progress has not been as 
rapid as we would like, there have been encouraging 
signs of forward movement during the three months that 
the new government has been in office. Senator Kennedy 
,apparently does not fully understand that there are no 
"instant solutions to this deeply rooted problem and that 
two critical ingredients for improvement are time and 
patience. His proposal to use the threat of US withdrawal 
from Vietnam as a lever for more rapid action in this 
area reflects this general lack of understanding and 
ignores Vietnamese national and individual sensitivities, 
which are important factors in this equation. US 
objectives in Vietnam and,in fact, Southeast Asia would 
not be served well by this type of pressure. 

fr 

3. Strategic Alternatives. You are aware also of the 
pros and cons of the various "enclave" theories which have 
been offered as substitutes for the current strategy in 
Vietnam. Comments on Senator Kennedy's modified enclave 
proposal have been provided you by the other members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. I support these views. The Senator's 



proposal would in effect result in abandonment of a 
large portion of Vietnam to the control of the enemy 
and would preclude further significant broadening 
of the Government of Vietnam's influence throughout 
the countryside. Thus, much of the progress to date 
in building a viable Vietnamese nation would be 
nullified and the lives, effort and time which have 
already been invested would have been spent in vain. 

4. In summary, I disagree with Senator Kennedy's 
views on these matters. His proposed solutions to 
these deep-seated and complex problems are, in ~y 
judgment, neither feasible nor desirable. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs -of Staff 



Mll. PRESIDENT: 

Woaday. Fe-.. 5, 1968 
12:20 p. m. 

I laaft gona over Hal'ry McPharaoa•• late•t draft whlcla look.a to me 
baalcally ,ooc1. 
I •hall pu forward to Wm certaia mblor •pedflc aqaeatloaa. 

My maJer -•lltloa la that lt reqalrea -- perhap• Jut before the laat 
parapapla on pa1• 22 -- a paaaaa• like the follewta1: 

"la tbe end, tbe Commlllllna • attack• are al med apwaat two polltlcal tar1•ta: 

-- the polltlcal We of Soada Viet Kami 
-• the pelltlcal llfe of the Ulllted Slatea. 

A• for the SOlltll Vietaame••• tile reporta that I have beea recelY1a1 
are eacoarap■1. The mW.tary aad clvlllaa le ... r•Wp -•r•taad tlaat 
thi• la a moment of opporbrlllty. •• well a• crlala. TM new C•nltatloaal 
ta.Umtl•• of the cOllllb'y mut be made to work oa tbe baal• of e.fflcleacy 
and aatloaal U11ity. CooNllaated effuu are now wader way cAa Id.ad we 
have aot before ■een la w-. to re-eatabllall aormal life and Haarlty 
ia tbe dtlea, tbe aowu. aad the comdl'y•lda. Tllen le a cbaac• that 
SOl&th Viet Nam will emerae la the week• aacl moath• ahead with ■troapr 
polllical baaUtaUon• aDd a 1nater eeue of aatloahood alld common cleatlay 
thaa before. We ■ball llelp them to do tbat la every way we caa; alttao.p 
they kaow that 1t i• baaically a Job Ibey rm1at do for Ulemaelvea. 

The ••cad tarpt la the poUtical llf• la the Ulllted Statea. They want 
•• to believe that tM •tnaalle aput them 1• llopel••-= that we 1hOll.ld ••ttl• aot for Hlf-cletermlaatloa aad o--maa. _ .. ..._, but for 
aaala1 power over to them. 11 

With minor_...,.... •• tbe text would th.ea proceed "r••poedl■1 to that J>ft••a.r•, 
etc." 

W. W. lloatow 

cc: Harry McPher■oa 



INFOB.MA TION 

MOllllay, Felt.-..ry 5, 1968--12:15 p. m.. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Yoer 12:30 p. m. appolatmeat .wlth Heary Brandon 

Y oa •lloald kaow that the Loadoa Smaday Time• l■• perllapa, the 
wor■t offeader la nporUaa that we baYe leat coafldeace la Weny. 

Hear, BraaclOA came back from Vletaam ■keptlcal of We■ty. ID 
•II.en. Wublqtee nunor■ may coaalat of dlaaer coaYer■atloa la 
Wa■Juaatoa that he .blmaelf pMratetl. 

Y °" m&J wl■h. to deal with tlu• la yoar talk wltb bun. 

w. w. Ro■tow 

wwaoatow:rla 



TOP Sl?C:ltET 

Mr. Preddeat: 

Moaday, Feb , 1968 
12:00 llOOll 

Herewith Bu Wheeler• a flrat dally 
nport Oil Khe Sa.ah. 

110raval muaitl ... , " la para. T, are 
the amall aatl-per•-1 ml.Ma cleffloped 
tor tlae barrlel'. 

W. W.Roatow 

· 'TOP SISGMT: attachment 

(CM-2968-68 5 Feb 68) . 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

Whir.c House Gwdelines, Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv~ , NARA, Date / -~~; ?~ 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D,C, 20301 

CM-2968-68 
5 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

1. At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet. 
No enemy contact's have been reported in the area since the attack on 
Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are 
described in the succeeding paragraphs. 

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar 

fire. Twenty minutes later a -\qff~E:fa:.t?.JF..r?:~~,~::_~;<}:_o:en,:1Pn sup­
ported with rocket and mo1tar ?ire, launched a ground attack against 
the US Marine comp~ny position on Hill 861, three and one-half miles 
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity, 
the 191-~ .Sa_nl:l_.

1
i::._1;>f:Ub<1::tw:b~s ~--J'.?.ro viq.~_d .. ax:t4~e:i:y.: su ppo r.;:,,:<WA!~~~j;4:g.;lYdeJi 

th:_~.-4eir.v:~iy:",:;5:C~:ilie~fc·atmunitio'ns'.-'..(:cs;~tei'r_:;~a:sY:"011~/h;;~-q~ro,y~ At · 
l::•io!t~rvft's1ta-\ii'~a1f-g'i6up~of.-, th~--~~;;~;;·-;;;;~~;~ .. d;·r\~---;;;~etrating the 

defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders 
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty 
minutes later the enemy resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing 

to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sa~h combat base. Aitf.~~~:t:JX~~~ 

~~1r!~r.·:J~e,c:~~:!~.E.l~rG,,f>~.:.~~~~!9J~;:'.~3.:1~bti:~"~!:~9:~:d.:::~;a4.o~~~it~~k11<>~ 
J.:I;.l.J;~§.§£9.~g~E,lJ9i~,~At~~ _i~J1:1~~f~;½!f: At 6:25 PM EST all action had 
ended and the Khe Sanh-airstrip was open. In the attack on Hill 861, the 
.~B.~PlY~IlQ)?i~a~~~~Jm:Q:a'!lalle~~ eight of the dead were found inside 
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from the barbed 
wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position. ,~~~-

. ~~llltl:tl~~~ all from the company on Hill 861, were placecl.~~ 
.Jg,i,J;,e.&~"t:ltil- Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 
total o~~ 
r ~~hf:,W~~,b,~h,;:i,nw.-~9umti:AV~~~ 

lOP SECRET , 

_DECLASSIFIED 

~ uthority 9c r4z14-,i'-7,f 
By ?fU/ . NARA, DaR cl-3--92-

t'l- / _nf--copies 



3. Yesterday. US Air Force.~ ,,1~,d:to!tn'ber-·~tf~~;;f~ti~i!against 
enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brings the total number 
of B-S2 sorties flown in that area s~.:.c.§::l~:rJ:an'ua21y1'1~6S:;t~?5'.6'~f\vitn 
[ilppr:oxi~~~-ly.,~~9.:~~9~~Qr:.t~~!-;'O~J>pmb";,::4~J~v.eud::onl,th'~1etiierny-:/i;~In:.:.thaae 

· .&Ji~~~, a . total .. ~.£;42. ""Tij eco~da· ;·;;e·xPlo !'l!_i,p.n-S'@~l'le dieenl.ob"ser.ved~::: ,;;, .. :r~ ..... , .... ...i.. -.it-~ ,l,.....;.....:,>"'- ~~~1.,...,, :;. ... .:;.:..,.,--! ,,,i.~.,i; ... ~. ·- ... ~~.: ... _,. ::-.~. . 

4. US tactical aircraft J.~_e'Y:~?:!P.W.i!S~~.s:o:r-Ue~Jiri!s:up.pa~t6t~trs 
-~~rine· u11i:t~ ~~~:t-:,~he.:SSp.~lpdu;ring :th!!~I>.,~.!~f4~. :b~ru.r~ (79 US Air Force. 

94 US Marine Corps. and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the foregoing sort~es included three structures destroyed, seven 
bunkers destroyE:d and three secondary ·explosions. Weather prevented 
complete bomb damage assessment. 

6. No COFRAM was used during the period; however. these 
munitions are available and will be considered for use at the appropriate 
time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:30 AM EST 
that ,._g-ravel ~~aj~~q -4JIO,dlllrJ3KiJ'e 
~~~ - ., 

8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 
area reflects cloudy conditions with !J~t4Jilb+!t~~~9.v'~..S- The outlook 
for the next 1S hours is cloudy wit~w ceilings. poor visibility, drizzle 

and fog. F;,..?.v_tpr!ii2{~~. ,full ,,,, U~?~~~Y:1lAAA'YAiMr·<E:&WfQJBQ'.J'PfAWi'tt~ 
~B.t!:.aelsi~1-im · · . ' · ucf¥~ut wit!l higher ceilings and-visibility at 
seven miles. 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. n1;:,~a,Jh~,,.~e~t,.2.:1.~~,,._~""".~~S!~~ c.- ~ .t;f~~~--1!.--~~~~; -

a i:+~~£~~~~,p.C:l;>,ed~~_.-:i .t0 . h_Q,.,,.., ~~"'Pnemnii:aTi~~e . 
... . .. - ,- • .-.... ..i.~ ... ...,. .. ,....,,,._.,....,.... .......... . ,..~~-~....... . 

Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh while two targets 
are adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles 
northeast of Khe Sanh. 

2 



b. For the period/ending 11:00 PM EST today,:c'.l~A:~~~t,y;~ 
s·ortie~f?-r_e:,p,la.~~esi :.ilJ. -~~~ -~~e: .Aanh .. a.~_~a_.3'!-_S~~~Y:}:ft2.:;a;g..dJt!9:!l:~ 

1.so~ties ar.~ tva~~~b~~-, <;>n. ,<;cl:11:~.Q.:.~.ugment the plan~ed, eff~r~ 
Should the situation require it, additional sortieS.:HP ~9·:_!~ 
t:heor~,...t~.C.~1 .t<?.t~J...: 9.(~6Z.3~.c.ouJ..ct. be ::div~J:t~.~ The actual number 
whic'h could be employed depends upon the weather in' the area and 
the ability to control the strikes. am'd4iti'4'.fii'1,'ii.~t¼re~";.frcraf;,. 

~parr ie r r.K~TT Y. HA-W,K;~,~q._S~-~R~.i~~-.di~ttl?~~ddUicm~l:~m.~ 
~lnl?JlppQl'.t~\vJien:~1'.e£1U6·~~·.,i,. 

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is 
tbeue..v.~:d;:;tb:at;;t~Q.~;,g.~g~~ki~.a.te-~.te..H:P..n:tti¼!..,w.§$~.:S~~r-t~ 
l~!.~!":.:......B:~~~ The exact.location of other enemy units 
beli.eved to be in the area is unknown. 

~$.~ 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs- of Staff 

3 



Monday • February 5, 1968 
lZ:00 a oon 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJ'ECT: Fmutral Arraagemeat c1 for Pre ldent Diaz Ordas' 
Father 

Our Emba s - y ia Mexico Clty reports that the lune.rat 1 , to be a 
famllf a.flair ill which tbay prefer no oehlder r. . oar Chari• ba r. 
been dl•·coura1ed from attendbag. 

The Em'ba . .: , & l fllO reports a ehana• in burial plaatt . Iatermeat will 
not take place in Puebla tomorrow. a ~ orlablally plaued, but today 
111 Mmdco City at 1:00 p. m. • oar time. 



INFORMATION 

Monday 
February 5, 1968 -- 11:40 a.m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Fighting in Saigon 

The press is reporting that a police substation in 
Saigon was overrun and a nearby precinct police headquarters was 
i n flames. 

The NMCC received the following information by. 
telephone from Saigon: 

At 7:30 a. m. EST a police substation in southwest 
Saigon was overrun by an enemy force. At 7: 50 a. m. civilians 
were reported to be evacuating the area; the Viet Cong were setting 
fires. ARVN forces were air-dropping tear gas in the area. 

At 9:40 a. m. ARYN forces reported that they were 
engaging an estimated 300-man Viet Cong force in the northern 
section of the city. 

At about the same time, a South Vietnamese Airborne 
battalion reported it was engaged in a fire fight one mile north 
of Tan Son Nhut with an estimated 300 enemy t r oops .• 



VIET ATTACK CTOPS 6) 
~~, e..:x i::,xot.. =ti£, ij 

~ SAIGON CAP>-A VIET CONG FORCE OF ABOUT 400 MEN OVERRAN A POLICE 

SUBSTATION lN SAIGON TONIGHT AND DROVE POLICE our OF A NEARBY 

PRECINCT POLICE HEADQUARTERS THAT WAS IN FLAMES. 

POLICE ABANDONED THE 8TH PRECINCT HEADQUARTERS IN THE SOUTHERN PART 
OF THE CAPITAL AND WITHDREW TO THE NORTH TOWARD THE CENTER OF THE 
CAPITAL. 

POLICE SAID. THEY DID NOT WANT TO OPEN WITH HEAVY GUNFIRE 
BECAUSE OF THE THOUSANDS OF CIVILIANS IN THE AREA. 

U.S. OFFICIALS SAID EARLIER 1N THE DAY THAT BETWEEN 500 AND 70~ 
VIET CONG WERE STILL IN SAIGON, AND STILL WERE CAPABL~ OF LAUNCHING 
ANOTHER BIG ATTACK IN THE CITY. 

IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THE FRESH ATTACKS WOULD TOUCH OFF A 
NEW ROUND OF' STREET FI.GITTING IN SAIGON, SIX DAYS AFTER THE START 
OF THE ORIGINAL BIG OFFENSIVE. 

THE 8TH PRECINCT WAS ONE OF TWO OR THREE OF THE CITY"S PRECINCTS 

s 

IN WHICH THE VIET CONG WERE STILL BELIEVED TO BE OPERATING IN STRENGTH •. 
THE ASSAULT ON THE SUBSTATION BEGAN .AT ABOUT 8:30 P.M. AN HOUR 

LATER, THE ENEMY FORCE ATTACKED THE 8TH PRECINCT. 
U.S. PLANES FLEW OVER THE AREA DROPPING FLARES TO LIGHT UP THE 

SCENE. 
AN HOUR AND A HALF AFTER THE OE?NING ATTACK, THE PRECINCT WAS 

IN FLAMES AND THE POLICE HAD ABANDONED IT. 
SR948AES 2/5 
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MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Pro,-.e4 Joi.At Statement for Rey Vlalt 

Attached l• a memo from Nlclt Katzeabach recomm ... la1 
Y01U' approval ol a Jolat atatemeat to IN l•••ecl followlaa J'OU' 
meetlaa OD Wedaeeday. FelanaarJ' T, with Jeaa Rey. Preaideat 
of the Commt■alon of the Euopeaa Comrmudtle■ • (We will ha•• 
the brlellaa memo on the YI.alt for yoa ellortly. ) 

Tia• atatement doe■ three thlaa•: 

•· reaffirm• our a11pport for the aaity of We■tera 
&uope; 

-- exprea••• the need for tb• E•ropeaa ■arphut comitriea 
to work clo••lJ wlUa ue oa halaace of paymeau l•••••• 

-- •-••t• that lli11& lff'el coa■llltatioa■ betwen. the U.S. 
aacl the Comml■sloa woald be •••l•l la the f11tu'e. 

We i■■aed a Jolat •tatement follewbq yoar meetla1 with 
Hall■tela ta 1965 wh.• lae •a• Pre■ldeat of the Commlaaioa. 

I coa car ia the recomm•dattoa. 

W. W. R.o■tow 

✓ ApprOYe_ 

No 

Call me 

ERF:mst 

JJ 



-THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 3, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Joint Statement for Rey Visit 

Attached; for your approval, is a draft joint 
statement which you may want to release following 
the Rey visit on February 7. 

Rey's visit gives you an opportunity to make 
the point hard that European surplus countries must 
share responsibility' with us for restoring balance 
of payments equilib~ium. Our draft statement is 
aimed at making this point publicly. 

· Rey has his own · reasons for wanting to strengthen 
the hand of the EEC Unified Commission (which he heads); 
we want to capitalize on this to move him and the EEC 
member states in a direction which will: 

help us, in real terms, on our balance 
of payments; 

convince the Congress and the public that 
we are hard at work on the payments problem; 

demonstrate that the answer to our deficit 
lies in expansionist solutions and cooperative 
action from the surplus countries. 

The text we suggest is in the form of a joint 
statement, but the form is not as important as the 
substance. A statement to the press (based on the 
suggested text) would do just as well. What we want 
is to have Rey go back to Brussels publicly committed 
to an active role in dealing with the international 
payments situation. 
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Finally, we have tried to make our points in 
such a way that Rey--who has to be sensitive to 
French reactions--can accept. It is for this 

·reason--plus British sensitivities--that we have 
left out any reference to UK entry into the EEC. 

I will · send you a separate briefing memo and 
talking points for your visit with Rey. 

Recommendation: 

That you agree to issue the attached joint 
statement after Rey's February 7 visit. 

Approve__L Disapprove ____ _ 

~Mf~ 
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 



...SOMF If)Etff IA±. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Suggested Text of Joint Statement Issued 
Following Meeting of President Johnson and 
Jean Rey, President of the Commission of 
the .European Communities, in Washington, 

February 7, 1968 

The President and Mr. Jean Rey, President of the 
Commission of the European Communities, met at the White 
House on February 7. During his visit to Washington, 
Mr. Rey, accompanied by Vice President Hellwig and 
Commissioner Deniau, is also meeting with the Vice 
President, the Secretary of State, and other Cabinet 
and sub-Cabinet officials. 

The President and Mr. Rey confirmed their belief • 
in the need for continued progress toward the unity of 
Europe. The President reaffirmed the support of the 
United States for the progress of the European Communities. 
A strong and democratic Western Europe working as an equal 
partner with the United States would help to build a 

· peaceful, prosperous and just world order. Both the 
United States and the European Communities recognize 
their responsibilities to the developing countries in 
expanding export earnings and development. 

The President reviewed his balance of payments 
program with Mr. Rey and emphasized the firm intention 
of the United States to take the necessary action to 
restore equilibrium. The President and Mr. Rey recognized 
the need for both surplus and deficit countries to continue 
and intensify their individual and common efforts to 
achieve a better equilibrium in the international balance 
of payments. The closest cooperation between the United 
States and the European Communities is necessary to ensure 
that international adjustment takes place under conditions 
of continued economic growth w:ith financial stability·. In 
particular, they agreed that the achievements of the 
Kennedy Round must be preserved, that protectionist measures 
should be avoided and that further progress ·should be made · 
in the elimination of barriers to trade. 

CONF IDE~l!r IAL 

IITl!Rllna TO • All is& HTIII.\JIVI 
IM'9UNG. CANC!LU'.IJ ~ l!.O . . lnf.t. 
1K. , ., AIID AI.CillllaN -- 0, .... , .. , .. - . 

- _Ii.ff:: ,. _.. l-3CJ~2,. 
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Mr. Rey told the President of his satisfaction with 
a meeting held on February 7 between his party and senior 
officials of the United States Government on matters of 
common concern pertaining to the economic interrelationship 
of Europe and the United States. The President .and Mr. Rey 
agreed similar high level consultations would be useful - in 
the future~ 

--<;:O~IDEM'i' L".J 



Monday, February 5, 1968 

Mr. Pre■ident: 

Attached i■ a letter to you from Prime 
Minister Pearaon. He expre■■ea appre­
ciation for our close conaultation with 
the Canadiu■ on our balance of payment. 
program and augaesta we place our trade 
propo■al■ before appropriate international 
bodiea ■o aa to avoid retaliation and 
damage ~ the international trade ■yatem. 

At Tab A i■ a brief draft reply for your 
approval and ■ilJ,Ulture. lt waa prepared 
in State. Bill Roth and Trea■ury concur. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

(If you approve we will need your 
st1uture at Tab A. ) 

Di■approYe ___ _ 

Call me 

I "/J~ }>, 
MWG:em 

DP.CI.ASm'IED 
ltO. 123'6, Sec. 3.4 
~ '"(,1..3~ 

By c£;, , NARA. · ·CU: 
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/?lJV} 
LBJ:MWG:em 
2./5/61 
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VIACASCRAJtl'NEL 

CON'FtnEMTIAL 

LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

... , .J, 1968 

Fa0M THE PRESIDENT roa QENEaAL WESTMOULAND 

There la •ome lrn.pautbl• talk la the newapapera abroad aad here 

today that we have lNt coafldeace la yo-. 

I wlall to tell yOG la the bluateat aad moat direct way I caa that I bave 

never dealt wltll a man la whom I ba4 more coaflcleace. You and yOGr 

Vletaame•• c:•ll•a ... • bave. ta my J11c11meat. dealt with tha attack oa 

the dtlea well. 

It l• my J..tameat tbat ylNI' leaderahlp uad Ell•worth'• will Dri .. IH 

mull flll"tber ahead a moath from now thall we otllerwl•• would ha" beea. 

lAt u• make that Jaappea .. 

I bell••• that eYerytlatal yOII ban uked for hu beea npplled. 

Aa yCN 10 lato tide batde. yoa laan my f.alleet poaubla eoaftdence 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, cc. 3.6 
NLJ Qb-lq3 

By Cb , ARA Date u-3-c,1 

''' 
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~~.<LY,... ~- Q J 
I.. · ) nlJ,.,t;_ -- February 5, 

FROM THE PRESIDENT ' l(J 
1968 

FOR GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

~~~~~ ~~-
There is some talk in the newspapers here and abroad today that 

A A 
we have lost confidence in you. 

I wish to tell you in the bluntest and most direct way I can that I 

have never dealt with a ttttlltary man in whom I had more confidence. 

You and your Vietnamese colleagues have, in my judgment, dealt with 

W -t..Lt · 
!_he attack on the cities s-upexbly. There 1s no potnt crowing about it now 

~/tis my judgment that w.th your leadership and Ellsworth's, iHln, 

tµ>1ik · 
~oaro.e se dlL1:all:y tbemi;ely~~...!..~-~~Pl.2..i..t..~h~ ... Communist-~ba~k') w.a. ) 

\A,'l 
....w-Hl-be much further ahead a month from now than we otherwise would 

have been. ft£et us make that happen. A 11 £or l:{h.t Satihr•-tt-w.aa~y duty. .... 

..J._9_.make.,-sure· that all th~ ·qu~stloiiif Eliat could f; ;·-;;:·~kecf"were a!fked and .. 

·- ·a:tiswe-r-ed.-- Now ·you,and the JCS have ansWel"ed th~tn. · The· time for 

questioning is overW, believe that everything you have asked for has been 

supplied. 

As you go into this battle, you have~fullest possible confidence 

and support ef y oa:P. Gon11na:P1at1 ia Chief 
• 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.G 
NL.J //' · 1tJ3 

By Ck , NARA Date 11-3·q1 
Tllt.AN.,,lllfl•O 1'0 HANOWIIITtNCI l'U.;IE 



Moaday - Felw11&ry S, 1968 

MEMORANDUM. FOR THE PB.ESlDENT 

SUBJECT: Death ol Prealdeat Dias Ordas'• Father 

Pre•ident Diaz Ordaa's fath•r died J••terday a.ftel'Jloon 1.u Muico 
C!tJ. Our Embassy nporh that the fuaeral la expected to take place 
tom.orrow. 

Attached b a a1111•sted meaaaa• from you to Preddent Dia• Ordaa. 

Call me 

L -

• -
We have aak•d state to flad out immodlatelr wua the faneral will 
take place and whether 1t woald be appropriate to •••d a special rep­
reaaatative ln case you _d••in to do •o. I will let you kaow as aoo.n 
•• we hear back from the Em'ba••y. 

W. W. R.oatow 

Attachmeat 
&a11••t•d Presideatlal me s sage 
of coadoleace to Pres1deat Dia& Ordaz 



February 5, 1968 

Suggested Prealdential Mesaaae of Condolence to President 
of Mexico Gustavo Dia.: Ordaz 

Dear Mr. President: 

Lady Bird and 1 were saddened to learn of your father's death. 

Our tho.apt. are with you in your 1rief. Please extend our 

deepest aympathy to all the member• of your family . 

Hie Excellency 

Gu•tavo Diaz Ordaz 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johneon 

President of the United Mexican States. 



DECL SSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I C/6-IC/3 

By {]);t , NARA Date u-J -97 

.SiiOREtf - SENSITIVE Monday - February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: ¥our Appointment with Covey Oliver - Monday, February 5, 
12:00 noon. 

Covey asked for the appointment to discuss policy and personnel ma­
ters relating to Latin America. 

We understand that he ls sending you a memorandum through Marvin 
on specific issues he will take up. We are not privy to them, but 
Bill Bowdler says he has these matters on his mind: 

l. 

z. 

Symington-Conte-Long Amendments • He is concerned over 
the slownef"s with which Bill Gaud and Nick Katzenbach are 
proceeding in deciding how to apply these amendments. He is 
particularly disturbed by their inclination to be harsh with 
Peru for having precipitated the amendments by purchasing 
Mirages. 

Actually, there has been some delay in the processing of loan 
papers for CY 1968, but the two key ones -- Brazil and Colom­
bia - - will be ready for your consideration this week, and Chile 
will follow shortly thereafter. Peru is a tough case because 
Belaunde i s letting the milltary proceed with large purchases 
despite the critical economic situation. The case for applying 
the Symington amendments on AID and IDB loans is a strong 
one. What Covey fears is that application could precipitate an 
economic situation in which the military would oust a civilian 
constitutional president. He thinks thi ff is bad for you in an 
election year and our Latin American policy in general. 

Bill and Nick fear that softness on Peru will harden Congres­
sional attitudes on the amendments in terms of the FY 1969 AID 
appropriations. They want Covey to go to Peru to discuss the 
situation with Belaund_e and then consult on the Hill on the basis 
of what Belaunde is prepared to do. In the. case of Peru, this 
makes sense. 

Our Representation in CIAP and the OAS. Covey's relationi:1 
with Sol are on the surface harmonious but underneath uneasy. 
Covey has avoided asserting his authority in order to avoid 
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3. 

5. 

6. 

blow-ups. He h now s ufficiently concerned about Sol' s free­
wheelin& to take eome action. Covey would like to let Sol 
have hie OAS Ml don arrangement, but in so doin&, pell out 
procedure s for Sol to keep him and the re s t of State currently 
informed of hi e actlvltie • in the OAS. Knowing how you feel 
about the OAS Mis sion proposition, he may not rahe lt. 

Covey would like to separate the OAS and CIAP jobs or find 
some other arrangement for getting adequate US representation 
on CIAP. He know s that Bill Bowdler has developed a pro­
poaal for meetlna the problem of CIA P's laadequacy .. - which 
goe s beyond Sol's failure to provide leadership. 

US Executive Director on IDB . Covey feels stronaly that the 
present alternate US Director -- Ray Sternfeld -- would be 
the best appointment. He ba s e 9 thh on Sternfeld' s demon­
s trated ability, experience, lanauage proficiency and capac:lty 
to work well wlth Felipe Herrera and the Latin Director s . 
Hi · views are reinforced by Joe Barr, Tom Mann, David 
Rockefeller and George Moore' s agreement wlth him. 

US Ambassador to Ar1entina. Covey wants very much for Bob 
Sayre to have this Job. He ls aware that you have someone 
ehe ln mind, but he may still rahe it. He would also like to ,lo 

ome ahlftin& of Amba s sadors who have been in their posts too 
10111: 1. e., Amba s sador s Jone s ln Peru and Henderson 1n Bolivia. 

Con1ressman GallaKher Visit to the DR. Covey believe s that 
Amba s sador s are sent to represent the President and the US 
Oovermnent, and it ha mistake to send s pecial emhsarle s to 
look over their shoulders or do special jobs. Thh attitude 
probably stems from his having been an Ambae sador and not 
llldn& interloper • He know s of your dedre that Gallagher go 
to Santo Domln10. 

Your Remark at Last Friday's MeeUna wlth the Border Develop­
ment Commission • Covey h concerned about your remark on 
the handlln& ol our Latin American policy. Bill Bowdler ha s 
prepared a lis t of idea s for galvanlalna our ima&e and activitie s 
in the area. He ha asked Covey for his views . I will be sending 
thie list to you separately. Covey may brln1 up the subject. 

W. W. Ro~tow 



Monday 
F ebnary 5, 1968 

MEMOlt NDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attached 1• a memorandum to you from Secretary Ruak recornmendlq 
that you approve our neaotlatlal with the Phlllpplne • Cio-vernment · a $6 mil­
lion aareement to •••lat prl.ate education 1n the Pblllpplnea. This ha• 
been held up for •ome month• while we worked out an arranaement to 
en•ure that th.le project does not 1et ua lnvolved ln a char1e that public 
fund• are beta1 used to eapport parochial education. That ha• now been 
done. The money will be mo.tty •Pent on improved facllltle• auch ae 
libraries and laboratorlea. 

You a re al•o belq asked to approve about $1 million for the Phlllpplne 
Scleace Hip School and about $0. 5 million for construction of a aerie• 
of Youth De.,.lopmeat Tralnlna Centers. The Pblllppbut Scieace Hlgh 
School la the Ollly ••coadary ■chool ln the Phlllpplnea whleh empha■ia•• 
aclence and draw• lta etudent body from honor student■ throap1ou.t the 
blaade. The Tratabla Center• are a klnd of cro•• between a vocational 
achool and a CCC camp. 

The mcmey fer th••• a1reemeat• wOlllld come from the Special Fund for 
Edwcatioa created by the PhWpplae ar Damage l•sl•latlon. The apec:lflc 
project• wen •uc1eated by the Flllplaoa, aad have the approval of. Trea•ury 
aad the Bvea• of the B11d1et, a• well •• State. The alltbor of the Special 
Fud lepalatloa., Coaan••ma• Zablocki apprOYee the project•, •• doe• the 
Seaate l'onlp. Relation■ Committee staff. 

I reconunead that yOG apprcwe the proJ.d•• 

Att. 

f}ff' roved -­

/) r's A!J{Jio✓t-d -

C,o.. // n,e--­
M W right:wpt 

w. w. Roatow 



DE;,PARTM ENT OF STATE 

WashlnitQn, D.C. 20520 

LIMITED CFFICIAL USE August 14, 1967 

:MEMORANDUM FOR TI-IE PRE.SID.ENT 

Subject: Philippine Special Fund for Education: 
Final Three Project Proposals 

Recommendation: 

That you authorize project agreements with the 
Philippine Government :for the expenditure of approxi­
mately $7.5 million :from the Philippine Special Fund 
£or Education (PL 88-94) to implement the Philippine 
proposals for assistance to private education in the 
Philippines, the Philippine Science High School., and 

·a Youth Development Program. 

Approve ----- Disapprove -----
Discussion: 

The Special Fund for Education, the uncommitted 
balance of which is nov, about $9 million, held in the 
Philippine Education Program account 0£ the U. s. 
Treasury, was established by a 1963 amendment to 
Philippine War Damage Legislation of 1962. The Fund 
is to be used as jointly determined by the President 
of the Uni t·ed States and the President of the Philip­
·pines to further educational. programs to the mutual 
advantage of both countries. 

On March 22, 1967 you approved Special Fund support 
-~or the Philippine classroom construction and textbook 
production proposals. Agreement on the classroom 

LIMITED OFFICIAL-use 

Exempted from automatic decontroi 
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proposal was reached on May 17, 1967 in Manila, and on 
the textbook proposal on June 26, 1967. On June 22, 1967 
you approved Special Fund Support for the Cultural 
Development Fund of the Philippine National Cultural 
Center. An agreement is now pending on this third 
proposal. 

In September 1965, in authorizing the opening of • 
negotiations on the uses of the Fund, you also author­
ized the conclusion of an agreement on a Land Reform 
Education project. We have received a preliminary 
Philippine proposal for such a project in the amount 
of $1.3 million. 

We recei.ved in March 1967 and have caref'ully 
scrutinized the detailed Philippine project proposals 
for assistance to private education in the Philippines, 
£or construction of a physical plant for the recently 
established Philippine Science High School, and for · 
the construction of a series of' rural Youth Development 
Training Centers. We believe the three projects meet 
the criteria for support under Special Fund auspices, 
and fulfill the requirements of 1963 legislation. The 
amounts requested for support of the Land Reform Education 
project and the final three proposals would commit the 
entire $9 million remaining balance of the Special Fund. 

The Philippine Government has indicated its interest 
in reaching agreement on these projects in the near 
future. We would expect to commit about $6 million of 
the Special Fund to assistance to private education, up 
to $1 million to the Science High School, and $.5 million 

·to the Youth Development project during 1967 and 1968. 
1bese projects have the approval of the Treasury Depart­
ment and the Bureau of the Budget-· sta£f. Congressman 
Zablocki, author of the Special Fund legislation, bas 
expressed bis satisfaction with the projects. We have 
also reviewed these projects with the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee sta£f. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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In negotiating agreements on these three projects, 
it is our in~ention to discuss with the Philippine 
Government appropriate ways 0£ identi£ying the projects 
as jointly approved by the President 0£ the United 
States and the President of the Republic 0£ the Philip­
pines for financing from the Special Fund for Education. 

Enclosed is a memorandum containing further details 
on the three projects. 

Dean Rusk 

.Enclosure: 
Background Memorandum 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BACKGROUND MEMORANDUM 

The Philippine Proposals for Assistance to Private 
Education, a Science High School, and Youth Development 

An Amendment to the Philippine War Damage legisla­
tion of 1962, PL 88-94, approved August 12, 1963, 
established the fund known as the Philippine Special 
Fund for Education, to be used "for the purpose of 
furthering educational exchange and other educational 
programs to the mutual advantage of the Republic of 
the Philippines and the United States in such manner 
as the Presidents of these two Republics shall from 
time to time determine." The uncommitted balance of 
the S_pecial Fund for Education is now about $9 million. 

On April 26, 1966, pursuant to Presidential 
authority, the two governments exchanged notes con­
stituting the basis for commencement of negotiations 
on Special Fund project proposals. -Under the April 
1966 understanding, disbursements for the Fund will 
pe made in accordance with a schedule of payments to 
lbe mutually agreed upon for each project, and· deposited 
by the U.S. Government in such banking institutions in 
the Philippines as may be agreed upon by the two 
governments. The understanding also calls for periodic 
reports by the Philippine Government on each Fund 
project until authorized funds have been spent. 

The two Presidents agreed in the Joint Communique 
of September 15, 1966, to accelerate Special Fund 
discussions and to move for rapid implementation of 
projects. Pursuant to Presidential authorization, 
agreements were signed on classroom construction and 
textbook production on May 18 and June 20, 1967 
respectively. A third p~oposal for a Cultural 
Development (trust) Fund is now in final stages of 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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negotiation. _The President has also authorized conclusion 
of an agreement on Land Reform Education with the Septem­
ber 1965 authorization to open Special Fund negotiations. 
A preliminary proposal in the amount of $1.3 million has 
been received. 

In March 1967 we received the Philippine Government 
proposal for assistance to private education. Private 
schools in the Philippines, including many church sponsored 
ins·titutions, are an important segment of education and 
their graduates have been prominent in past and present 
Philippine leadership. Private education operates 64%. of 
the country's secondary schools and enrolls 83% of secondary 
students. 87% of the college and university students are 
enrolled in private institutions. 

The Philippine proposal would create a $6.1 million 
Private Education Fund for low interest loans and grants 
to deserving private education institutions. Project 
decisions would be made by a committee composed of repre­
sentatives of the Philippine National Economic ·council, 
which now supervises the Special Fund classroom and text-
book projects, the Department of Education, and representatives 
of private education. 

The Private Education Fund would be devoted to the 
provision of facilities, such as libraries and laboratories, 
and the improvement of the standards of the private schools. 
Our agreement with the Philippine Government on this project 
will contain an appropriate section to preciude the use of 
Special Fund monies for support of religious worship or 
instruction. 

The Science High School proposal, also received in 
March 1967, calls for expenditure of up .to $1 million 
for construction of a physical plant for the Science 
High School, including classroom and library, laboratory 
and other buildings. The Science High School is presently 
limited by its rented facilities to an enrollment of 250, 
but envisions future expansion to 875 students. The school, 
which was established through Philippine-Arnerican ' cooperation 
in 1963, has a student body selected from honor students 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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throughout the Philippines. It is the only secondary 
school in the Philippines which provides a curriculum 
emphasizing the basic sciences. 

The Philippine proposal for a Youth Development 
program, received in April 1967, calls for expenditure 
of about $.5 million from the Special Fund to establish 
and equip rural regional training centers for young men. 
At the centers, the youths will receive training in 
civics, agriculture, and vocational and trade skills. 
The Philippine ROTC summer training program will use 
the centers during the two summer months of the year and 
the centers will be maintained by the armed forces. After 
training at the centers, trainees will be sent to the 
field where they will join in road building, school con­
struction, reforestation, irrigation, and other develop­
ment projects and activities. 

LIMITED . OFFICIAL USE 
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INFORMATION 

Monday, February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Background on Jordan Arm■ Package 

The attached from Ha rry Symme■ h the best bacqround 1 could give 
you for your decision on the arms package for Jordan, which will be 
comina up in the next day or two. It abo provide■ a ueeful backdrop for 
Harman'• farewell ca ll tomorrow. 

What strike• me is not the familiar point about buying Soviet arm• 
if we can't m.eet Jorda n's needs but the lncrea■ing Jorda nian conviction 
that we are bowing out of the Middle Ea■t and only the USSR ca n bring 
justice to the Arabs . 

We told our Arab friend■ last fall that, if they went along with a 
balanced UN resolution, we'd do a ll in our power to help bring Iarae l 
a round. Until la st Thur■day, the Ia raelh had r efus ed to tell Ja rring 
they a ccepted that reaolution. In addition, they keep making their own 
chan1•• in J e ruaale m. eithe r feeling they have us in their pocket■ or 
di scounting our view entirely. The Arab s are be ginning to b elieve that 
we aren't even tryin1 to press llrael. 

In fa ct, we can ta ke some credit for Eban's a cceptance of the reeolu­
tlon la1t week. But we haven't made a de nt on his Jeruaalem po■ition, 

and we are trying today to keep the Jordania ns from ca lling a Security 
Council m eeting on Jeru■alem. 

Our dilemma is that it's hard to lean on the Iara ells until negotia tions 
produce a r easonable propoaition to throw our wei ght behind. But U we 
can't pe r euade the Ara b • now tha t we're willing and able to get some 
re sult ■ , we may not get to negotiation■ be c au ee they may figure the 
J a rring mis sion is hopele ss without our behind-scenes help. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q!et-193 

By e& , NARA Date u-J-97 

Attachment: Amman 32 70, Z / 3 / 68 

W. W. Rostow 
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SUBJECT: ACTIO~S · NEEDED FORESiALL FURTHER ~ORDANIAN MOVEi 
. . ·-· TOWARD SOVIETS · _, ': . 

t 

, . 1~ AFTER SENDING KING·s ~1ESSAGE ro GENERAL KHAMMASH ,. TODAY­
· r~ROUGH SPECIAL CHANNELS c!N ESSENCE KING TOLD KHAMMASH THAT IF 

USG DOES NOT MEET- HIS REQUIREMENTS HE WILL BUY SOVIET ARMS), I 
. ARRANGED MEETING ·wITH KING'S PRIVATE SECRETAR~ AND CONFIDANT 

. ~ ZAID . AL-RIFA•I TO TRY TO OBTAIN BETTER_INSIGHT I~TO KING'S . 
· ' cuRRE.NT MOOD. 1 ALSO WANTED ro · GET ZAID·s ADVICE 9N WHETHER 

·IT WOULD BE WISE -FOR ME TO TRY TO $EE KING ·BEFOBE KHAMMASH 
-RtTUR~S WITH ARMS ~ACKASE. -
2o ZAID ~TOL~ -ME iHAT HU~SEIN HIM~ELF HAD .DRAFTED ~iSSAGi TO 
KHAMMAS. HE SAID THAT KING HAS BECOME INCREAS-INGLY CONVINCED 

__ ABOUT THE CORRECTNESS 0~ HIS VIEW OF LARGER CONTEXT IN WHICH HE .• 
NOW SEES USG POLICY TOWA~D MIDDLE EAST. ZAID -THEN EXPLAINED KING•s 

· '. ANALYSIS VERY -MUCH ALONG LINES KING HAD TAKEN WITH ME ON JAN 25 
CA~MAN 3129)~ US IS TIED DOWN IN FAR EAST AND OTHER AREAS AND 

_HAS LITTLE FLEXIBILITY ·oR, .FOR THAT MATTER, WILL TO ACT 
CONSTRUCTIVELY TO PROMOTE JUST PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST. SOVIETS 

jHAVE BEE~ MOVING IN, PARTICULARLY SINCE JUNE WA~ ·AND; RIGHTLY OR 
:WRONGLY, ARE CREDITED BY ARAB LE~DERS WITH RIGHT MOTIVES AND SYMPATHET} 

.. • .. .... • t-. 1e 
POLICIES IN MIDDLE EAST. USG IS JUDGED TO BE_ BOTH UNWILLING AND 

-·· : .UNABLE TO .CONTROL ISRAELo THUS, . MODERATE JORDANIANS AGREE 
.• - - : : wITH KING HUSSEIN .THAT Tir1E HAS COME TO "STAY A STEP AHEAD 

, ·: : · . .. OF SITUATION BY MOVING TOWARD SOVIETS.". ': ' ·~ •:, . . . 
- ,; . 

. . ~3o ' KING FEELS .HE HA·s Go"NE. "NINEff PERCENT - 'or THE WAY~ WITH ·TH°E 
-· us~ - AFTER JUNE THE us SEEMED TO FORGeT COMPLETELY ALL . THAT· HE AND 

OTHER MODERATE JORDANIANS HAD D0NE 'OVER PAST DECADE AND MORE 
- ·JO HELP . PRESERVE . STABILITY AND i-10DERATICfI IN riIDDLE .. EAST ~ US 

)j~D .. DONE ~WTHING _T~;- ~~_Lf ___ J9RDA_N _OU_! _~?lf~-~~E __ JU~~!~~O -~HE CONTRARY,_· 
-·. . . . __ · __ -SECRET . .. D~f;~ASSIFIED . . ~-~M: 

,.. ·, - ~ ··_ . - . ·- ~·~E .. 0~' -12958 ·· s ·· -
. .. '.: •: . -~- ::.-.. . • •. - ~:-.. •. '. B~ -~p :qb: I~ e~ 3.6. . 

,.. , . . ·-· ... ~, · · · · Y. ~ - ·--~-'_1~~~R?\:O.~te~~6..47 -· · -- · · 
, • ' 

.., .-.~p p~• ·• - . ,· I .,. 

. ,.. --··· ~--- ··-
- --·· L-~· _____ __,_ _____ '----·----~--,,.,.----=-~ :-.c-=~ ==-===-""' 
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,..WE HAD IN. EF'F'ZCT 

II 
V~T ED. AG.!\INST JO~DAN or~ JERUSALEM QUESTI"ON; - ·· .. ·-·- --,, '~ 

wE· HAD POSED CO NTINUOUS DIFFICULTIES ABOUT MATTERS CF MERE 
WORDS lN SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS; WE HAD FINALLY . LIFTED ARMS 
EMBARGb FOR ISRAEL AND CERTAIN OTHER ARAB STATES BUT POINTEDLY 
EXCLUDED JORDAN; .AND THEN WE HAD DISCONTINUED BUDGETARY SUPPORT 
WHICH HAD BECOME SYMBOL OF OUR RELATIONSHIP.ALTHOUGH SUBSEQUENTLY 
WE HAD AFFIRMED OUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF JORDAN IN GENERAL WAY-, 

. FACT WAS ·THAT TOTALITY OF OUR ACTIONS TOWARD JORDAN HAD BEEN 
NEGATIVE .RATHER THAN POSITIVE. FINALLY, KING•s RECEPTION IN US 

·; IN NOVEMBER, PARTICULARLY IN CONTRAST TO LATER RECEPTION OF 
!ESHKOL, HAD BEEN SERIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL BLOW. 

· 4. ZAID EXPLAINED THAT HE SEPARATELY AND LATER .TOGETHER WITH 
PRIMIN TALHOUNI TODAY HAD ARGUED AT SOME LENGTH WITH KING TO 
EFFECT HE SHOULD ACCEPT US ARMS PACKAGE, E~EN ·IF IT PROVIDES 

: ONLY 50 PERCENT OF JORDAN ARMS STRENGTH AS OF JUNE 4. THEY HAD 
URGED IT WOULD BE BETTER GO ALONG WITH US IN PRESENT SITUATION 
BECAUSE SOVIET ARMS DEAL WOULD NOT CONTRIBUTE TO SOLUTION MIDDLE 

,EAST PROBLEM AND, . IN THEIR VIEW, WOULD FURTHER OBSTRUCT SOLUTION. 
,KING HAD PRESSED HIS OWN ANALYSIS IN PARAGRAPH TWO ABOVE IN 
RESPONSE TO THIS ADVICE. 

... · ,5. IN Z.AID··s VIEW THERE IS MUfH TO WHAT KING SAYS. HE SAID HE 
BELIEVES THAT If US ARMS PACKAGE PROVES INADEQUATE IN KING•s 
VIEW ONLY WAY TO KEEP KI~G FROM GOING TO SOVIETS FOR ARMS IS TO 
BE ABLE TO CITE SOMETHING TANGIBLE AND DRAMATIC TO INDICATE THAT 
US DOES "HAVE CONTINUING POSITIVE INTEREST IIJ JORDAN AND DOES 
_IN_ F'J'CT INTEND "USE ITS MUSCLE" TO PREVENT ISRAELIS FROM CARRYING OF'F 
A MASSIVE FAIT ACCOMPLI. ZAID S~ID THAT"STATEMENT./ITHOUT PRAC-
TICAL EFFECT" SIMPLY ARE NOT ENOUGH. JORDAN MUST BE ABLE TO 

·ro POINT TO S-OriETHiNG TANGIBLE TO SHOW THAT USG INTENDS TO 
IMPLEMENT ITS STATEMENTS ABOUT JERUSALEM AND THE JARRING 
MISSION. IT IS NOT ENOUGH -TO SAY USG WILL EXERT .PRESSURE; USG 
MUST ACTUALLY EXERT PRESSURE AND POINT TO RESULTS. IN THE PAST DECADE 
' AND MORE THE KING FELT THAT JORDAN HAD GIVEN EVERYTHING AND GOTTEN . 
·NOTHING IN TRYING TO LIVE WITH ISRAEL. USG HAD SPOKEN A GREAT 

. . 
! 

·-, ..... 

DEAL ABOUT HUMAN AND LEGAL ~IGHTS IN VIET NAM. WHAT .ABOUT AR~B RIGHTS? . 
WHAT ABOUT VILLAGES THAT HAD BEEN LEVELLED ON WEST B~~K BY ISRAEL? 
WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN .EVICTED FROM· THEIR HOMES IN GAZA, 
·JERUSALEM, AND WEST BANK? WHAT ABOUT UN DECISIONS THAT HAD SEEN 
~CONSISTENTLY FLOUTED? WHAT ABOUT RECENT US STATEMENTS ABOUT NOT 
·ACCEPTING UNILATERAL ISRAELI ACTIONS? FACT IS THAT USG IS ACCEPTING 
•ISRAELI ACTIONS AND DOING NOTHiNG ABOUT THEM. ·" 

. ' 
; 

I 

~ 
6. THROUGHOUT THIS CONVERSATION ZAID EMPHASIZED THAT THESE ARE 
THINGS KING IS THI~Kl~G. THIS IS HIS READING OF SITUATIO~. 
ACTUALLY HIS ADVISERS ARE TRYING WITHOUT MUCH HOPE OF SUCCESS 
TO CONVINCE HIM TO MAKE NO DRASTIC MOVES. YET, MANY JORDANIANS 

. I 

NOW BELIEVE . THE SOVIETS CAN· CALL THE TUNE IN THE MIDDLE EASt AND 
f HE MEDITERRANEAN . THEY ARE BEGiiH!.1.NG TO BELIEVE TH E SOVIETS _. ~. ----A 

: SEG-RE"r - ~ -. _ · -
~ ... 

f . 

, .. 
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,/ltet:- ~~1.£ · 
S-Z-&P-Kivt. TO CHALLEtmE THE us S.I XTH FLEET IN THE MIDDLE EAST _ . .,.,........ .. . .,._,. 
AND THAT THE SOVIETS ALSO HAVE MARINES AND HELICOPTERS TO LAND 
IN MIDDLE EAST IF NECESSARY. THUS, MANY JORDANIANS AND OTHER ARABS 
NOW SEE A POSSIBILITY OF SECURITY COUNCIL OR OTHER UN ACTION 

' TO FACE ISRAEL WITH SANCTIO~S SIMILAR TO THOSE THAT HAn BEEN 
' PUT ON ISRAEL I~ 1956 BY THE US. BUT II THIS CASE IT WOULD BE THE 
. SOVIETS THAT WOULD TAKE THE CREDIT FOR FORCING THE ISRAELIS TO 
: RESPECT WORLD OPINION, NOT THE US. 

; 7 • I SHALL l'JOT DETAIL REJOH-lDERS AMD COMMSNTS I f,MADE TO ZA!D 
[WITH REGARD TO FOREGOINGo I SOUGHT ~IS REACTION TO IDEA I MIGHT 

SEEK AN AUDIENCE WITH HUSSEIN TOMORROW OR MONDAY BEFORE XKAMMASH 
RETURNS IN ORDER . TO TRY TO DISPEL SOME OF KING'S APPARENT MIS• 

· INTERPRETAT!OtJS Or OUR POLICIES AND A.CTIONS. ZAID COUNSELLED ME 
AGAINST SEEING KING BUT SAID·HE WOULD LET HUSSEIN KNOW I WAS 

r AV~ILABLE WHENEVER HE WANTED TO SEE ME. CI ~ILL IN ANY CASE 
~AcpoMPANY EUGENE BLACK IN CALL LATE ON SIXTH). HE THOUGHT IT 

t i . ;. wo,iuLD BE BETTER FOR ME NOT TO SEE Kl~G UNTIL KHAMi~ASH HAS RETURNED 
; i r WilTH "PACKAGE", . BUT HE EM?-HASIZED IT WOULD BE ESSENTIAL FOR 

l PACKAGE TO SE APPROXIMATELY WHAT KING WANTED AND FOR IT TO BE 
t PLACED IN BEST POSSIBLE L~T GHT. MORE IMPORT AtH, HOWEVER, WOULD 
' BE SOME KIND OF US ACTIOf1ITH REGARD TO JERUSALEM OR JARRING 
' MISSION THAT COULD BE CI ED AS REAL EVIDENCE OF US INTENTIONS 
·TO USE ITS MUSCtE TO BRING ABOUT A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 

• 8. AS ZAID WAS LEAVING HE SAID HE AND PRIM!N TALHOUNI HAD 
· OBTAt~ED KHJG'S GRUDGI~G AGREEMENT TO LET KING FAISAL KNOW iF' 
: HE FiNDS US PACKAGE UNACCEPTABLE= ACCORDI~G TO ZAID, TALHOU~l 
' HAD SAID TO KlNG THAT EVEN .HE, WHO HAD NEVER HAD GOOD RELATIONSHIP 
t WITH AMERICANS, BELIEVED IT ~OULD BE IN JORDAN•S INTEREST TO 
roo EVERYTHING POSSIBLE AVOID CHANGING "POLITICAL BALANCE" 

IN AREA AT THIS TlMZo ZAID AND TALHOUNI, HOWEVER, ARE NOT 
, SANGUINE HUSSEIN WILL GO AGAIN TO FAISAL IF US PACKAGE APPEARS 

;c 

;. TOO FAR SHORT Or HIS REQUIREMENTS. CDEPT. MAY WISH INFORM AMBASSADOR · 
; EILTS OF MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENTS.) 

- l9. COMMENT: _A. AT THIS STAGE WE NEED SOMETHING MORE THAN A 
f GIMMICK. WE NEED AN _EARNEST OF OUR INTENTIONS ~ITH REGARD TO 
~JERUSALEM AND THE UK RESOLUTION. JORDAN ACCEPTED THE UK RESOLU-

TION AND HAS CATEGORICALLY STATED THIS TO JARRING. JORDAN IS 
l WILLING TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT AS SOON AS 
t ISRAEL SIMILARLY COMMITS ITSELF TO JARRING AND PUBLICLY ACCEPTS 
' RESOLUTIONo IN MY OPINION EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN GIVING 
1 HUSSEIN DOUBLE THE ARMS HE HAS REQUESTED WOULD BE A CLEARCUT 
I PUBLIC STATtMENT WITH PRACTICAL EFFECT OF OUR INTENTIONS RE JERUSA­
i LEM AND JARRING COR FAILING THAT, UNPUBLICIZED EVIDENCE THROUGH 
LJARR!NG OR OTHERWISE THAT ISRAELIS WILL_ CEASE TW~~R ~NlLATERAL d 

-SECRET 

-. 
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ACTIONS IN JERUSALEM AND WILL ACCEPT UK RESOLUTION AS BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS). HJ nns REGARD j l t-iUST EN?HASiZE THAT JORDMJIMJS 
IMMEDIATELY PICKED UP AND BEGAN TO SUSPECT PHRASE "IN SPIRiT OF" 
IN REFERENCE TQ ISRAELI ATTITUDE TOWARD JARRING MISSION AS CARRIED 
IN ESHKOL-JOHNSbN COMMUNIQUE. . 
B. I TKINK WE ALSO MIGHT CONSIDER GIVING IMMEDIATE PUBLICITY 
TO OUR DECISION SUPPLY ARMS TO JORDAN THUS MAKING IT MORE 
DIFFICULT FOR KING TO MOrE TOWARDS SOVIET ARMS RELATIONSHIP. 
THIS STATEMErff WOULD HAVE TO BE TO EFFE°CT WE HAVE DECIDED 
SATISFY LEGITIMATE REQUIREMENTS OF JORDAN BECAUSE OF OUR 
LONG AND CORo.fIAL RELATIONSHIP, BECAUSE OF ITS MODERATE VIEWS 9 

AND BECAUSE WE THINK JORDAN IS ENTITLED SATISFY ITS DEFENSIVE 
REQUIREMENTS. 
C. DEPT MAY WISH REPEAT THIS ON NODIS BASIS TO USUN. AND TEL AVIV. 
GP-1. . .. , ..... ~ __ ,. .. . - --- -·- ---·· · ·• • .• ...... .... 

~~~~r - - -~ ------ - --------- ___ .. .. _ -
' 

• . . . 

- ::-:.·~r-1- ... _ 

... 



,-OONl'IDEN'TIM:, • Monday, J"elnuuy S, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOB. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Ambaa•aclor Oaltlberl'• Call on Y °" 
At Jda "918fl, .Ambauador 0eldbu1 b cWA1111 to aee you at 6:00 p. • • 
today. 

l . Ha wiau• to talk about "c•rtaia aapecta of tbe Pul>lo IDclclent. '' 

roremoat OD Illa mla4l la Waaly to 1ae tile Wlfair treatme11t pYeD 
hi• •tatemeet la Mew York CC111Cenbaa the poeltloa of the ~blo a• compared 
to •lMemeata yutenay I.a tile auk-McNamara TV baternew. Some of tbe 
preu, ud ~y the WaalatJlatca Poat, bu mterpntecl Ambuaaclor 
Gold1-r1•• •tlltemem■ at the UN u me••• tbat tile Plaeblo waa at no time 
ta territorial water•. Tile full comezt ol tlwt Am•••lldor•• statemem 
m•kn it clear tbat he waa ta!Jdaa aboat the period when the Pueblo waa 
flrat epprOKlaecl Uld wllell sein4. 

Ambaaaaclor Clol6er1•• 1tat:mneat wu carefully worcled ill racopl­
tlm of tile fact tbat at tbls time we draply carmot be •u.re of the nip'• 
poeitlaa at all tlmu prim- to captare. 

We --r■tand. daat Ambaeaador OalAer1 haa DO c-omplemt CWeniaa 
allf rmalllldeTetaadln1 within SoftraDeat elrclea on tbla ac:ore. He ta lMliwed 
to lay the posaible clama1• to his cnsJlWlity at tu door ol the pr••• alae_, 
whlca not aaly took bu atatemeata out of. comen, bat wlllch -- at leut in tile 
cue of tbe Poet -- did not rueardl die matter of ht.a mt' ..... eitJaer at 
State or la tile U. S. Delepdclll ba New York. 

Attaclled are the pertfaell& portlana of .Am.bea■ador Oo1Aer1•• 
atatemeat in New York. 

2. Am.laaeaador Ott.ldbera llllCler•taada tile need "to ueacl water" la 
New York while emphaala ia ta P~. YCN may wlall to aak if be ha.a 
aay recamm..,,etJ.oaa coacefllbaa tactic• at PanmWIJ--. 

J. He la expected to 1M eapeclally iatere■'8d in your appra.iaal of 
die current Viet-Ham situation. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I Qb - /qj 

By Vz , NARA Date 11 -3 -97 w. w. Roatow 

AJ :mm -GONFl:DENTfl." 
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Moaclay, Febr11&ry s. 1968 

MR . PRESIDENT: 

The Brltiah E mba••r ialorm• us tbat Earl MO\Ultbatten 

will be Ylaltia1 the Ualted State• du-lat March aa a peat of 

Variety Club• Iaternatioaal . He will be ln Waabta,toa 

March 9 - 12 aad told the Embaaay he wowd like ••rr much 

to call on JOU as be ~one ill the past. 

Should we aet up an appointment? 

7vtY ~ ~ -~ r ~ ~ 
~~ 

W. W. Roatow 

Yea 

No 

Call me 

/ll_lJ9y 
MWG:me t 



INFORMATION 

Moada,., J"ebnary s. 1968 -- 9:00 a . m . 

Mr. Prealcleat: 

Ile ■poaibaa to a qae atloa from Elepeth laat alpt, I ezpla.i.DM eYeata 
iD Vletaam a■ follow■ • 

Tta. war had 'beea procNd.laa in 1967 on aa attrltloaal baal■ with ov 
•ld• 1racl1aally bnpro..las lta poaltl-. the Commaal•t• 1radul17' n1111lac 
dewa: like thla 

±4•'-e 

Behlad th••• curve■ were poola of mllltal'J' force■ and fin power which 
repre...._. the world.as capltal •••liable to the two ■We■ • 

A■ tbe docmneata forecaet. tbe Commaal•t• dee lded to take a lar1• 
part of their capital and pat lt lato: 

an attack oa the cltle■i 

-- a froatier attack at Kh.e Sa.Db &lld el■ewhere. 

In the one c a•• their ehjectlve wa.• the believed Talaeraltlllty of the 
OVN and the belleve4 lateat poplllar ■apport for the Viet c .... 

la the other caae, the believed vabaerablllt,. of the U. S. pullc oplaloa 
to dlacearaaemeat alHMat the war. · 



. . 

TIie. dotted putlw lMlcate the poteatlallty 111: 

•. 

. ... " 

•· the clti.• are clean4 -.p and aeld a,abut peaaU,le follow-on attack•: 

dae CiVN demoutrate effectlft polltlcal aad. relief capacity; 

we keep V. &. oplal .. •te .. , on coU"ae. 

la •llort, lf all oa our ■We do their Jolt .. u. tba Mt effect cCKlld be 
a ahorteaJaa of tbe war. 

W. w. Ro■tow 

WWRoatow:rln 



IN.FORMATION 

M..._y, l"e'ltr11ary I. 1968 .... 8:50 a. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Walle Oil alcllt day I ••bd Bob Glaanrah 
to do a terM statlatlcal caap.rl•- of the 
alhlatloa at Dlea Blea Pll• aad tbat at Khe Saah. 

TIie IPIIDber• ..... art wily our mllltar, are 
eGllfld-t. 

w. w. aoatow 

WWlloatow:rla 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu 

Monday, February 5, 1968 

The campaign for Dien Bien Phu lasted Z09 days and the actual 
•eige 56 days. 

The French began with a •trength of about 5,000 (including 
Montagnarda, North African•, Vietnamese and Foreign Legionnaire•). 
Although a total of 15, 000 participated, maximum •tren1th on the French 
side at any one time was about 13,000. Total casualties were: 1,100 
killed, l, 600 miaaing and 4, 400 wounded. 

The Viet-Minh totaled 49,500 combat troops plus 55,000 
support troopa. 

By comparieon we have 6, 000 Americana at Khe Saab versus an 
enemy strength of about ZO, 000. Thus the ••my's advantage is less 
than 4 to 1 rather than 8 to l as it was at Dien Bien Phu (including aupport 
troopa). If we consider total strengths in I Corpa north of Hue, the enemy 
has only 38,600 veraus our 41,000 (including South Vietnamese). 

Usable ■upplies parachuted to Dien Bien Phu averaged about 
100 tons per day during the seige. General Westmoreland has a 
capability of 600 ton• per day. 

Total aircraft available to the French were 75 combat aircraft 
and 100 aupply and reconnabaance aircraft. By comparison, the U.S. 
has more than Z, 000 aircraft and 3,300 helicopters. 

ROBERT N. GINSBURGH 



INFOIU4A TION 

~NiWEN'tDiL 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Meaday, .P'eltraary 5, 1968 
8:25 a.m. 

Till• amnmary of tbree prlaoaar of war 
lllterre1atloa repnt• l• cea•l•teat wlth the 
1-•r oae I ■eat 11p earller. 

U ou boy• follow th1e-.11 I.D ci.arla1 -.p 
the eltle• alld •• llold Kbe Sau, the morale 
prdalem will abrtly be oa the otlaer ■We. 

W. W. llo■tow 

TDCS 314/02051-68 (a4Y&Dce) 

-CONFmENTIAL 

WWRo•tow:rln DECLASSIFIID 

Authontyel/lk 9/;? 

fJ 

By~ . N • Date / <i/J/ )-. 
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,f:{J,:"" t• WHITE HOUSE SITUAT- - N RdOM ,,, 
f-~~:'.}·' SSO ACS'I DA . . . ··'v 

•SSO ARLINGTON H.4LL STATION 
. , ;::- AFS ... O. 11SA'\;" 
. • .._, ;::, u - ' 

·.~· CNO .... 
DIA/ISIC 

··Jes 
NIC 
DIRNSA COMMAND 

.STATE CRCD 
CIA-CCI 

CENTER 

ACQ: . BIEN HOA (5 FEBRU-ARY ·• 12iili.L .El:s.L._D NO ~r 
' SOURCE: 

I. : - A· BRIEF··· INTERROGAT!ON···_~~QF. '. t~fl.~J!!~f;:s P.f;tl,$f.:t~~:E_R:S,. IN ·rHE . B !EN · HOA . 
AREA REVEALS THE .FOLLOWING INFORNATION: CA) Tl:I.EY,,,WE,RE.( '.GIVEN.': ,,ORDERStJ•.­

.. F.OR 'IHE. , T£1".- -CAMP'AHiN.,SHORTI::¥;TBEF.ORE's;JnE-YTl'ME\,"iJF;;;A'rTACK: AND .· wERE · . 
~-- .. · ··- ·- ··-=-· ~· --~-- ."""" - .. ~ - . . l'!"t. . - ,J'!"I. ••r-; · ·:··•• . ~ .'f'T' r ' -/ · _ .. ·,:· -=- .. ,,-_. 

10LD 1.t-U:ff T HE •.. ,t,,,F.,g, ORT,. \!JO u'LD},EE-.:,,:A_ . .r ·lNAL;;;J:.H?JJS.1>c:''.iO · L 1B.i:.RA, !,; $0 Lh tf--:: 
\fiETNAl<i CSVN):·· · rHE PRISONERS SAID THEY l.l!ERE TO ATTACK CITIES AND TO . 

. .::r,CONCENTRATE THEIR EFFORTS AGAINST . HEADQUARTERS INSTALLATIONS, 
· PA?.T ICULARL Y Uo S. F.ACIL IT IES, < B) iLOJi!J-,E,VEL,::GADR}!:S,, APPhRENJJ..'(;\ ;WERfi:'.: 

NOT ;.?ROVlUED~-JtI:Tnr?tITHDRAWAL .. ?LAN.5. SINCE TJ-li;-RE" ·w/4s· ·No QUESTION ABOUT 
THE ACHIE\lEt{ENT OF VICTORY~ THEY WERE TOLD THAT THE TET HOLIDAY WOULD 
BE CELEBRATED IN "LIBERATED" AREAS FOLLO~HNG THE TR I UMPH. - THE . 

· ..• . PRISONERS SAID TP.EIR ORDERS WERE TO CONTINUE FIGHTING UNTIL VICTORY .. · · . 
. :.: . (C) TJ-r£2E. . :w(tS ,.,-'.\N,;,: HH!:li\L.:t B_E,LlE.F' -,J:KI\T .:-TKE ?OPULATJ.ON wOULD. ASSIST.1.:~I:N'>ANiL·: 

UPRISING. ~~EtAINST; .'Il{i:: ;G.OVERNMENT..,:Of ... V.TEil.\lMl . (GVN.fr-:c1ND ·U.:s;. .·'. F,ORCES9' . 
. (DJ' . I N.·I EE .,OP!NlO.N · !JF> .THE .. PRISON,SRS ,.JHE.cANTI-C-lPAJ'ED-., $.UPPORT· FROM·· , 
THE,,,,.sv&·•pof·uLAitON.)iAs:::fiol ,fi)RTHCOM1NG; ··tE) .- t~O_··.MENTION:, _WAS .MAPE,,;: · 

·. T ·o·"::-rv;-·,, PRIC:O hi-;;":;.~ J'\'j;" " M "JQR {l i,fi<~4ST lfl;' i N- TL.lE: N·o· 0 T l-i[E;:;, :-1 . ";"'"' '\·~ . n ;.- . · .. . 
& -~-- .. ,C,,",".:'.~;fl:;':1.!'· "." .~• .. _ }•r, .-.'• -~-~-~!} ..-.. _"'.,.,_;_~, 4:. :·~ ~- :.-.~--~ - _ .--.-_ ~-• ... <. _-:.., _. .. , ; ..., ... _:.. __ f<., ~ ,,_V ~ .. -, - '-.- -: . .-, ,~ Al . . -l\ - -... n.!'t ·, fciil . ..wf" ... ,_., .,,;_"" ..... 

SVN. TO FOLLOW-UP OR COINCIDE WITH THE .TEI CAMPAIGN. CF) 
; THE.:~,PR:rsoN.ERS :>HAD;_; NO. KN,O WLEDGZ ' o.F ' ,A,NY. EF FO'RT $ <" ;r,o ,,REO R.G AN~Z0E' :c:r .xE 

· ~~-Alsl.IA,NCE._.J:OR. .P,EACE AND DEMOCRACY":'.,,AS A COALiTlON r,10VEMENT TO 
~ · .. ...,.NEGOTI.ATE WITH TP.E NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE L·IBERi:\TION OF . SOUTH . 
> · VIETNAM < NFLSV), CG) TJf.E; --:PRJSONERS J(ERE . NOJ iAWARE. OF., AN)' . itOLiO\ff UP 

., .,,?1..A~S. FOR THE:, C:u'RRENT. OFFENSIVEt,, :, ·CHf THE ?RISONERS .t~ERE ~.UNt\BL-E':•? , ... · 
~·yo·· cot"IPR~HE :IJD -A' DIFFERENCE BETWEEN !HLITARY A,'m PSYCHOL03.ICt~L 

VICTOtt'Y BECAUSE :THEY 'WERE~ .ORIENT.ATED:.:SOLELY ,JO\:JARD1 ·A,: M Il::TTARY .. 
ft°RIUM?H; ~J _HE .· PRi'SONltRS

0

WOULD NOT COMMENT ON THE REACTIONS OF 
H.4No:f.' oR THE NFLSV TO THE FAILURE :,,SQ ;A.GHISVE:,~J HE,-~111.ITAR'f 

~-, 'OSJ,EGT.IVES·'OFi:.THE ·'TET~OfF'ENSIVE~ · . . .. , , - ··:· . __ ., .. ,. . , ... 
.. · 2. , FIELD DISSEM: STATE, MACV, 7TH AF, CINCPAC, PACF'LT, 

,,_ . . ARPAC, PACAF, POLAD/CINDPAC.. (ALSO -. ,$ENT .SAIGON). 
·, ... GP-1 

,lS 



INFORMATION 

HGHTi CACTUS 
MOllllay, .Feltrau, I, 1968 
8:20 a.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith the report of the 
lac011Cl••l•• Pamnaajem meetlq o1 
Faltnar, 5. 

I belleYe we alaouhl dec:We promptly 
tollay aboet the Moacow m•••aa• la the 
llpt of Tommy'• callle. 

w. W. lloatew 

Seoul 3970, Feb 5, 1968 

UGRET/CACTUS 

WWRo■tow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 16 - 1tJ3 

By l& , NARA Date 11-3.q7 
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SUBJ: SUMMARY OF PANMUMJOM MEETING, FEB 5 

L, RADM SMITH O-?EtyED MEETING BY READ! NG VERBA.TIM TEXT 
OP STATEMENT CONTAINtD PARA 2, STATE \09854> CONCERNING 
ATMOSPHERE OF COMPULSION. BEFORE.READING ~IS STATEMENT, SMITH 
PASSED TO ?ARK TWO COPIES 'IN 'BOTH £NGL!SH A~D KOREAN. PAX AND 
HIS ADVOSOH REI\O STATEMENTS INTENTLY \iJHILE SMlTH \~AS. S?EAKlNG. 

2. PAKt READING FROM PREPARED STATEMENT, RESPONSEO 
THAT AT FEB 4 MEETING SMITH HAD GIVEN EXPLANATION DISTORTING 
FACTS TO MA~E IT APPE~R THAT PUESLO HAD BEEN IN INTERNATIONAL 
WATERS AND CREW HAD COMMITTED NO CRIME~ SAID CHMtGE SMITH 
HAD Jusr M~DE HAD NOTHING TO DO WlTK PUEBLO MATTER AND BESERVED 
RIG.HT TO EXPRESS PO.SITION IN FUTURE.. REFERRING AGAIN TO HIS 
FEB 4 STATEMENT ABOUT COMPULSIVE ATMOSPHERE HAVING BEEN 'CREATED 
BY US SIDE, PAK ADVISED SMITH TO ANSWER LATER AFTER SERIOUSLY 
STUDYI!\X3 HIS STATEMENT. HE THEN REQUESTED ANSWER TO KlS SECOND 
QUESTION•AT FEB 4 MEETING <WHETHER CAS~ WAS TO BE DEALT WITH AS 
MATTER 8£TW2:EN DPRK f\ND USA, SINCE SMITH t{f\l) STATED PUEBLO NOT 
UNDER UNC COMMAND AND CASE WAS WITHOUT PRECEDENT)• 

3. SMITH RESPONDED BY AGAIN RE~UESTING NAMES OF PUEBLO 
CRC:W WHO· ARE DEtiD ANO WOUl~DED. 

4. PAX, AGAIN READING PREPARED STATEMENTt CONTENDED THAT 

., 

PURPOSE OF -THESE CONTACTS IS TO ARRANGE MEANS OF DISCUSSING 
MATTERS RELATED TO PUEBLO tASE~ SAID THAT IV SMITH WISHED TO 
SO!. VE Mr-r·:ER HP R1\CTICALLY" t rr-?ROPER THAT REPR£,,SE:N!ATIVEF'- FROM 
BOTH SIDES APPO!NTED BY DPRK AND US SHOULD MEET AMONG THEMSELVES. 
Ht .AGAIN ::t £QUES.TEO CLEAfL ANS.Wf.R IO HIS QUEST.ION IN FEB 4 MEETING . 

.. '• 

: ' • ; I) THIS CONNEcr:oN.. ... ' 
• • :-a •; • ....,..., • • ~•• • • • • r" • • ,., • •• • ~ , ,..,r.-. ••,~~ - •• • • • • ,• O.,'li,. , ,-• .,_••,•' · · • · 
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SEOUL 3970, FEBRUARY ·s:. NODIS/CACTUS 
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I 

\ / ,.,-'fl,,,~···· . ..,.,.,. . · • :·· .. .. , • • --·. '"!'""•'~ . . .. . . . ., . 
.•. ·· -,·:---··5. SMlTH, S/WI~G HE WOULD ADDRESS THf\-T SUBJECT SHORTLY; · 

' THE~ READ PREPARED STATEMENT Fn:f'ERRING . TO rACT THAT HE. HAD 
. REQUESTED INPO ON NAMES OF PUEBLO DEAb AND WOUNDED BY WRITTEN ' 

·AND ORAL MEANS WITHOUT RESULT, ENDING WITH STATEMENT THAT US • 
SH~?LY CANNOT UNDERSTAND WH.Y NX PERSisrs IN 'REFUSING SIMPLE 

· •·. HUMANITI\RIMJ REQUEST-$ or· THIS NATURE·; ·rSUCH ·REFUSAL, WITHOUT· 
REASON, AGGRAVATES TENSIONS. . , · ·. •• . 

,. 

S. SM!TH, STATING HE WAS RESPONDING_ TO 'Pi~K'S SECOND 
QUESTION AT FES 4 MEETING, ~EAD VERBATIM'TEXT OF STATEMENT . . 
,CONTAINED PARA 4, ST/\TE: . 1098.54, AS. /\ME~mEO BY STATE 109876, 
AS WITH FLRST STt'\TEMENTr SMITH PROVIDED PAK CO?lES IN ,ENGLISH 
AND KOREAN, WHICH WE~E-AGAlN AVIDLY READ. 

7. PAK REPLIED ArTE:R LONG LAPSE, DURING WHICH HE 
-:· MAD~ EXTENSIVE PENCILLED CHANGES IN ij!S PREPARED TEXT AND 

. COMSl NED LATTER \HTH NOTES HE HAD MADE ON WRITTEN CO.PY OF SMITH'S 
STATEMENT. HE SAID THAT SMITH IN HIS LAST STATEMENT HAD 
STATED HE REPRESENTS GOVT Or ·US IN HANDLING ?lJESLO CASE. ASKED 
WH!::THER HE COULD UNDERSTAN·D THAT US SIDE ADMITS PUEBLO CASE IS 
MATTER ro SE HANDLED BY D?RK AN·D us AND THAT SMtTH REPRESEN-TS 
US . GOVT• 

8P SM1TH REJOf~ED THAT HE DID NOT FEEL ~E COULD 
!NPROVE ON STAJ".EMENT HE: HAD JU~T Rr:AD, \IJHICI:< PREPARED BY US 

· GOVT. . 

I; 

: .. 
. . •.· 

. ·9. PAK, AF'TER DELETING SEVERAL LI.NES AND MAKING BRIEF . 
:._ -:··AUDITION TO PREPARED STATEMENT, SAID HE. NOTED "YOUR ACKNOl»LEDGMENT" , · 
. , tHA~ PUEBLO CASE IS MATTER TO BE HANDLED BY DPRK AND BY 

. ·. US GOV! AND THr,T SMITH REPRESENTS US GOVT. ASXE1) WHETHER SMITH 
. . · ·: AGREED WITH THIS UNDERSTANDING .. . (FOREGOlNG. WAS SPOKEN VERY 
• SLOWLY AND DELIVERAT£LY BY INTERPRETER.> 

-.: .. 10. AF'TER REPEA1'ING STA1'EMENT ABOUT HIS IN(~BILITY TO 
' -IMPROVE ON WORDS GtvgN HIM BY US GOVT, SMtTH STATED THAT 

"I WILL AGREE I.HAT I flM AC'l'.ING FOR US GOVT." AF'TER R~VIE<,:ING 
HIS STATEMENT, SMITH ADDEO THAT Ht SAW NOTHING IN STATEMENT 
WH.ICH STATES }"HAT U$ GOV_! WIJ.L OEAt. DIRECTLY WITH DPRK AS SUCH. 

. . . "\ . ; . 
_: ••• • ,·.~◄-.... :. .... ~-~ ... ~, •• : ···- •• : :~-;~ • • ..: •• :: •• ' .. :~.:.:.\!::· ...... ....... : .. . .. . . . . .. ,' . ~. ·! .: _ _. .. :: .......... , . , . ............ . ·- .. , ... , .. ... ... : ..... 
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.. 3. SEOUL 3970, FEBRUARY : s ·. NOD IS /CACTUS 

\ . ' .. 

• ... ~~A, .. ·•1 I.·. PAK RI::SPONDEO IJ!ITH .. 'NOT.ATr°o~i"· o·r · F .. A.c-r·· !ti.AT . s~ii°-rH· .... ··:-·· ... .... ········~··:-..··•.•-·· .. 
. HAD STATED HE REPRESENTS US GOVT Wl TH FULL AUTHORITY TO DEAL 

WITH PUEBLO CAS.E, l°iE . SUGGESTED CONCLUSION !HIS MEETING ·AND · · 
0 LEr•s H(\VE A TALK . WHEN WE MEET AGA•IN." . ' 

12. SMITH Sf.ID THAT BEFORE CONCLUDING HE \HSHED MAl<E ·,. 
ADDil'IONAL POINT. HE THEN READ PREPARED STftTEMENT CONTAINING 
SUGGESTION THAT F'UTURE MEErINGS 8E HELD AT 140~ HRS (/l.S SUGGESTED · 
STATE 109552>. SMITH THEN SAID HE HAD GIVEN PAK REPLIES TO 
HIS QUESTI9NS Or PREVIOUS DAY, THAT HE HAD NOTHING F'UHTHER, 
'J.'0ULD AWAIT PAK'S "RE?L.Y, AND SUGGESTED RECESS. P.AK STATED 
HE NOTED WHAT SMITH HAO $AID. MEETING RECEssgo AT 1631 HRS. 

13. COMMENT: MEETING \IJfiS VERY BUSINESSLIKE, PAK WA·s · 
OBVIOUSLY UNHAPPY OVER WHAT SMITH SAID BUT REMAINED POLITE. . 
OBVIOUS THAT HIS PRINCIPAL INTEREST, FOR WHICH HZ WAS WELL: PREPAHED, · 

.. WAS TO ATTEMPT !O LtAD SMl TH INTO sr AT EMENTS TO 
EFFECT .THAT Tins ~)AS GOVT TO GO\JT NEGOTIATION. BOTH SIDES 
LEFT DOOR OPEN FOR FURTHER SESSIONS, AND WE EXPECT THAT . . 
cc : MUNIS! SIDE WtLi SHORTLY CALL NEXT MEETING. PAK DID NOT IN . -·- .. 
A~Y WAY I~D!CATE AWARENESS OF CONTENTS RUSK/~CNAMARA MEET-THE• 
PRESS !NTF.:RVIEW. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT KNOWLEDGE o~· CONTENTS o~· 
.THIS INTERVIEW'HAD NOT BEEN PASSED TO HIM PRIOR ro MEETING, OR 

. THAT ?YOtJGYANG. IS . STILL STUDYING ITS IM?l.ICA'fIONS. PORTER 
'· · .. BT . · ., · ·· · .... 

: . 
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~ -

. . •. 

. - .. •.. . ~•:•,, . . ~ .. . .... , 

• 
...._ 

: . . ' . .. 

······ 

I • 

·. · .. · . .. 

,•--· .. 

-
, 

. t l 

..... _ .. ··- ·-~·-·· . --··· .. 1.i 



lnf ormatloa 

INFORMATION 

Mollday. Fe'ltnary 5, 1968 
1:15 a. m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Herewith two laearte•l .. Bunker 

m••••••= 
1. A wr•p-•p re•poa•• to a State 

cable oa effort• to 1eaerate reOOYery 
a.ad polltlcal pro•r••• (bJ p••••1e• 
marked). 

2. A re•po••• to a per•Oll&l l>ac.k­
cba■■•l me••aa• of mllle on the lmpor­
taac:• of • ., ... 1q the pe-,J.e la thelr 
own recwery. 

I •ttach the cnat1ola•, •• well 

.EQI\E.._.lt.o•tew 

Sal1oa 18103, Feb S, 1968 
State 109831 to Sa11oa, Feb•• 1968 
Salsan 464 (CAS cbaanel•), Feb S, 1968 
To Sal1oa CAP 80389 (CAS chumele), Feb 4, 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. t 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I qb- ,q3 

By Ck , NARA Date t!-3 -91 

WWRo•tow:rlA 
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:!.,c·:r r~~: ss :s0 

- - .,,..., - SAIGON U.H fJ3 
E<o·rs 

~F: STAT£ l~9831 

7. I APPR£C[I\ TED VERY HUGY EXCELLENT REF1EL WHICH ltt/ I TS 
BROAO LiN£S ACCO~D5 ftflHi MY OWN IMPRESS[ON AlflD IDEA 5. 
IN fACf 7 M'.A:NY OF' THE SU.BGES! IONS _CONTAINED IN PARAGRAPH 
6, A TMF\OUGH E., A'RE ALREADY IN THE tllOR'f;(S HERE .. ALTHOUGH 
N'OST OF 0~ INFORMA. T f.ON AND IDEAS AP£ BEIIV3 RE.POFUED IN 
SEPARATE MfSSA6tS 1 THE FOLLOW£NG COMµE~jS HA~E B£Eij 
SPA-Rk:ED BY THE DEPARTME.m 15 08S~VATTONS .. 

2. IN CONNECTlDN '11TH Tr.-£ E-XPECrATION'S Of TH£ VC 1 AS SAT 

. . • 

OUT IN PARAGRAPH .3 OF RE.PnL. 11\it'. HAVE IfVCR.EA.S lJVc} SIG/16 BOTH 
UVlTH T.N sq tGON AND fR0/11. OUTL '{ LN.f; I/Rf.AS Tl#lT THGY WB?E INDf:-E-D 
COUNT rrve ON SUPPORT f'RD/11 THE POPU.1..ACE /~ND POSS[ gi.y FP(l'M Tl-I.£ . 
GVN WI f. LT TAR. Y A l\O 1'tJ'L.J CE FD RCES.. Wf/1 IE. T1£ · f'R.£SE1VT CDN.FliS TD/Vi 

PA5f. 2 R.UMJLR ·1$!03 :: :C 8 '":-:-: •:-
£-SPEC IA Li--y IN 5A taON Af'IJ (t{{}LON _, l..S AFFORD 1Nt) OPPDT(TttNinES . 
f= OR,.THE' VC TO £NS,48E. IN VAR :L~TY OF PROPA&flll/lJA ,t/CT[VITIES · · 
WHJCH CltNNOt Be GASILy· poLlCED ij,{EY (X) NOT IN l=ACT SE-fM 
TO BE snRJHNG . UP tNY s1eNirz rc.Arvr sµPPo.~r w1rH IN TH~ cr'Ty> 

flRESIRYA~ 00PV 
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3 . WIT H REGA-RD TO T:-:E SUGG£.ST IONS IN PARAGRB.PH 6 OF REFTEL, 
I WOULD MA:l\E THE FOLLOWf.N(; CO/lrtfo.ENTS: I AGREE BROADLY wrn-t 
THE INTENT OF THE-SE Sl16oESTIONS FOR SP'EED'( ANO EFF&CTIVf ACT!DfJ: 
SY · THE- S.VN AND We WILL SE SEEX IN6 TD ST1/.nULA.Tf THfPl. AIVD 
,45SI ST THE G.VN IN CRt::Arr r-:~ Tffi it/4DS'f f-FFICI£NT (Yl(;;t1NS FOR. 
DEA.LIN& WITH I TS URGENT PR0B'I..i.M3 . 45 You KNOW_, TH£. !AS( 
FORCE WlLL B£- A &Vtv Tl.!SK f0f{C£., CALLLNG ON U .. S~ A6ENG1ES 
f,')R, A5SISTAl\.t£ A-ND SUPPORT.AS N&EDED1 __ USING. IW'-IGR AS ITS · 
FOCAL POINT ON THf. U •. S~ SrOG. I THIN~ THIS IS EXACTLY WH4T 
.lS CALLED FOF\ SINCE .Ir fLAC&S THE PR IMAR.Y. RE.SPON~ IB.ILITY, us 
WELL AS CREDIT FOR ACTIONS TA.Kti.N 1 WHERE IT SHOULD SEJ [. E., 
ON THE VIETNAJ!ES£. R.UTHOFUTifS. IT 4LSO FlJRN[Sf.ES U$ THE. · 
OPPORTINirY ro SUPPORT THE!R EIT0RT5 IN AN Bfec.r[VE BLlT 
UNO STENE"ATIOU5 WAY .. 

.q. ,4S YDU 'KN0141, ! HJtV"{E. lJRGW ON TH11£U TlilAT THIS I£ TH£ 
P_SYCFJOLD GICAL f10MEN'f FDR HIM ro EXERT A6G'RE-SSLVE 

J;!4.s e :s r~t: :,}J ~-:-~ 1s 103 :: : .:; :-: : : 
LE-ADE:R Sl{lfJ AND T.0 MOBILIZE ANO ENERGT.ZE- ALL FLEMEIVT.S 
OF rHE OOVER.lVMENT., I HII-V/2 UPiaED H U'i1 Esp£ C IA.LL y ro {3"/?, UWJ. 
THE- LEADf:RSHlP OF THf NATIOML ASSEMBLY t/.'JTO THE PIOTU"RE. 

5~ CONTACTS A"RE. B~[N~ MA-OE Wln-/ NON-GOVERNMENT ELEMENTS 
1N ORDER TO 1RY TO ENLfST TH£l.R., SUPPORT FDR nlE- OOVER"/v/E.Nf I' 

\Jib SHALL 8£ MAKIKG CONfilV!U3US EFFORTS Ill 1f-H5 RE1~RD ON 
D:JR. OW'/il A.ND STCMULA rlNG TH£ ave.v TO ACT -

-, 

6. ! .4oRE£ THAT AN TDE;AL S 1TUA1 i:ON PRE.ifNTS [TSfLF TD E-V,41..Ji/l-TG­
THE Pf:RFORMA.NC£ OF Kl:Y OfflCLALS OURH\16 TH'e. <:P.£51S_, TO ~IW 
TH05£· WHO HAV~ PS-RFORMfl) WELL A-MD TD 66:T RIO OF THOSE VlHO 
HAVE FALLEbJ OOWN DN 'N{E JDB. 6E-NERAL WfST/il10£ElA:ND "TH15 
MORN rrve, lNFORlllE:D US THAT ALL ARVN DEV LS EO{}J COL"1MRIJDER5 
HAD PERFOR"1ED ltELL AND THAT THl.5 APPLCEO ALSD ro T/r-lf CORPS 
COMMAIVDERS. THS ONLY ON; NOT AT Hf.ADWA.R1ERS WHEN TIE 
BLOW CUM~ WAS VINH LDC AT II CORPS, BUT HE HAS SINCE 
~DE UP FOP. T;/J5 DEFICIENCY. ~ SHALL HAV£ A CHAlfCE. 
TO EVALUATE PROVlNC [AL AND OTHER OFFICIALS ALSO.. SOc-:'f ·· 
PERFORM&D r,'Jll6N1F[C£/VTLY) orHtl?S LE-SS WELL .. 

.. 



7 ·• 1J I TH R £SF.PC I TO P !4 R l\ GR t¼ ? ~-{ 6D , · I 3 EL IE~/ E. .T r"I AT T ~: I Z tI 
IS ALREAJ ~ ~OVINS MORE RAPIDLY Of HIS OWN AND THERS IS 

0 - x;, _,. .,_, _,,, __, .!. .. 

A-~1'PLG &V 1l)lrl\fCF; IN RECENT DAYS OF rllS JZ.SI:-i.:S 1;(,J[; =~·n:-;:::rt' re :-; 
"r"7'\ COOPE-nn Tr. AAonr "Loc-c-ly '"l-r-ti vy AM" :;-r.; :-C· --:_,- 7 0,' ,.::11''7 lV IV'llc;; i~I f.'-:C:. \,,;. ~1.r W . Li, " rtr.J . ...,- . ... .:..- .:..~•- 4-~~:- • .1. •,.,/\ . ....., 

AUTHORITY,· TO THE LArrS(. CONTR!tRY 1D ·yo~ IflJ'PRESSION Tl::IA.1: 
KV H~S ON HIS OWN 8Eei TA-KI~ CNPJ{ DE FACTO C0NTRO1- Of THE: 
TA-SK "FVR.C;E-, IT ~S BY E-XPL JC.IT t)ECIST.O~ OF fffiEU. HCMSEU 
mr f/lt{ WAS OE-l..E61f.Tro THJS A-IJTHDRITY. WE 0l~LY f/J.A.0£. .A · 
'P/f-.SSlNG SUGGESTION ro nns ~F'FeCV" ANO TI-Hf.U TOOK rtte SALL 
FROM . THE-RE- • .I WOULD ADD 4 NOTE OF CA/4TION WITH RESPECT ro 
THE REP-'11 [N'Il:.;JG n..:Jou.e.Hrs IN n,!4T PARA.d~APH .. r 00 NoT BELIEVE 
THIEU rs L lK.'EL'{ ro ALLOW HllAStiF ro BECOME A FlcHJAEHEAD 
PRESIDENT 11lTH KY &X&~C[S[['q THE- M~IN soveRM:E~TAL 
CDlXJTROL Al© AUTHbrury. r HINE- rf/E lMPTf.ESS[O"N Tf.(AT 
TfileU. IS 1f'vCR£ASIJ\lfil'{ ~l=R.ClSWti THg- :PD'Rt-7l AND 
-n.spo fVSI Bf.Lf T'f Wfi 1Cf( T/{f, CD/,/51 f. WTlbNPl/55 llVE:i~ Tb HlS 
OrFlCE .. THE NfOST FJVCl'lUt'161M A-~PECT ar rfff:2 f)f;,YE:l.i)p­
M:t-Nrs _1t) MY MJNO rs THift 1H [el.{_ :ts NOW TA-:c,JN?? TO· ANO 
VOKJ~·-rN6· wrrn Z>N lv\"l+NY ]~R.TAIFJ't :M~T:t~.IflV m.er 
l BE-LIE\/& 1Uf-'{ . Al£ ·. coopE!f~1£1'-tJ ,►.,oe~ 'ffiCTll'Vff:LY ANO 
WJ'TH SE:TfElt-_.S.PrRIT THAN AT AN!/ 'fl}ij~: iU\~6. -~ A~tJtAL. H&R.£ 
LAS1" A-Pllll.. ]T wn .. L.. st-- Y1f./ o_SJ£CfllN~ ro ~EIP THIS p~~~ 

AS WE-U. A-S ·NAME. 

- --. a- - ...... ... 
,.,, _._, ......... i.." ~ .a. 

,:.. I ,41'PllE-'C.:l4TE '(tJU.R.. %M1M!M'S orv IVVT" WJ1JVT:t"-'6 "TD. A-00 -rz 
TD OWl nLf6-.AJJ·Y : OCFF.tCIAU- ~K BIAi v.,f- -~ ALW.hts r-:t:,RA[e·,:-.f'.,L 
F-ci£. H~-:t-PPU'L SU66'ESTI.6tV.S :: sw:H ~- ,45 ·-n-fESE'"~ .. ·guNt.E~ 

,aJIESEAVA~ coPY 
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P~<IE Of S.1'A"te' l0~83l 

s, 
ORtGl/lJ SS lo 

/NfO MM OI,, SSO ·Q?> .. •~"£· DO, /()31 R.. 

l)tUV"1't.tJ ey-; EA-/11111 jeURKe" . · 
Al'PRO\/EfJ ~Y . E-4 Pl,l"JLIP C M.JBI i 
LJ l<lt'TZ.EIJBK.rl 
S./£ W,4J..,(E~ 

Q O'lo t++ z F'ES 68> ZFrla­
f-11 SECS T4 Tl« W MHA, 
TO ~MEM8A~,v S~(GON lHMEOI•T~ OCOD 

E>tOI~ 

, •. vJERcCOGNl"lE' HE'RE 11-IAT SJTVAT]O~ C.O~TIN0ES 'TO REMAHJ fLtJIO z,J 
SM G.O/J ANI> TlH~0UGH0llT TU£ COOIJTA.V. WE. FULLY f-HOORSE 11-fE' MOV€S 'IOU 
HA-Vt; B~GU,-J Wl Tl-# Tl-I~ GVA/ f.lJ /tN EF'Fo~, ro R.ECCJVER r1'()N TH~ PUYS t CAL 
MJb PSYC.UO'-OG L C4'f. ?LOW AGA UIST tHt: ALL I Er"l> E-FFaRr,'IIE F.EEL P~RTL CUL~K~y 

-n-t~r 30IN.1 GVt.J AJ'tlD us TAS~ FOtlCf.f Z£ Goc>o F .1~ST SiEP ANO \It€" -,JOUL6 
~OPE TJU·T . Ir ~1LL Pil.O\I~ TO BE" TI-4E vEIOCl.E BY -..,111CJ-f THJEL1 ANt, THE 
t'\cN!E~S .OF HlS> GOV€RttMEAJT CAJ/ 8E' URGE/) NOT O"lV TO TlftE" TtlE E-ME.R.f.EAI( '/ 
M~*s1ui,s T'HA-T ~~~ NEcess~/JV TO l(fCOVER. l~OM ~EC!AJ'r EVEIJT$ sur /41..SO. 
70 MOIH: AHE"t\Cl 'tll T~ rH~ PROGIJ.~MS OIJTI-C/J'-6 IN M1S INAIJG-UPII~ AJ,J)(lm ~!,}/J 
HIS ~~WUA~V ,S ST~TE OF ~~TJO~ SPEEC~w 

Z, /.W ,Hf /rft€R.M~HI ·o,p T.U~lR UQ.BA.w CJFFE~".H. V€ 1 TH:!:r VC. SEE.M TO HJW'~ 
AcHre:v~ A: ~ij.ORT TF~M /fOVl4NrA6-.E ., l~ POLITlCl.f.. JF >lfJT: lN 1.ct,..1:11#/JY 
ie ltM~. 
~SUMIAIG TH/t-T Tfe f<f#IIIJ[}/,f,V.&: NVM/VC FORCE.~ c~ NOW f31= RA-/JI.OL t/ 
J:)RWe.kl ~f(.Qllr_ J::\:ls lTlO~{ .n-,ey S"tt~ OCCUPY '"' C1't1e~ MJb TD-.IJJ~ ,hit) 'TH~ 

, ... ··• • 'r • • -- · .•• ••· • .. . 

•• J ·• - : .•• .: .. ~ • • .• -- • ' • .. • -~- • 

PRESERVATION COPY 



- . - -- ·- .. -- ·-- -' l , ~ ,I". • .. I .. · - "' • 

:1- ~· ,:)· --:.~-,<-'I •/= :,.:: "-.· ·:,-:,v .() ~V,.-'• -/- r i • -/' - -!. .,.. · 
_;._; 'iV _ ,.I _,., ;:/ r1 Y ,. ;, t,., V ;1' ,e./ ,:., i..) / ~ ,;{ ;, i"; ~ - .. "' ~ ... ~.: : . .,, ... 

.-. : ·- -~ ·~ .. 
:;.;: ~ J ;-_ .• : ~:.2 .. > i~ -.~,.;,__ 

pp,.q.~ 04 sntre- 10,sJ I 

01/N CA~ GET ON i.J!T)f THE BUSUJE$S. oF P 1Cl(I.N6- UP 1Hf PlECES,, 1)1€ 
!rbVANrA<r~ C.OUl.A BE SIJl)tJ6 ro Ot.JP. Stbe .. 

3 • -n+e.~e ~~· ~- 1/J~ LcA-rloNi WHla,,t lN4-IAJE OAJE ftJIAJA:IUJ 71/E :rue.MeAJT 
iHA-r Ve.. H/tV~ ('ur SlG.lltF, CAtvT° fOfl:TtOIJ o-,:. TllEU{ R.ESOUllCES ()N THIS 
'
1 f"N/2Qv.J OF- T►.IE l) lCE • '' 1Nf"El~6A7.JD,J R€POA.._Ts AAJ/J OTHER /lt.'raJ....IG~ 
SOLJRce S SuPPoA.r Th+f f'HE!IS· 1/l~r- .TIiey G)(PCC1Tb kNA l-llP£1J TO FJNIJ 
A- S IG~1F.ICA-.AJr P~llCENTAGli. (JI:= 'nit tRB~ fOPIJL-AC.t;' k~!tl:>Y ro JOIN, T/J.£IR.. 
e.kY.SE '"" RE5Po.~ Tl' ~lRet.T: £'XHolttAT"f0"1S F'OU-OWJN(; 71,IC,A_. S11owaP 
FOA.CJ. [AJ T11e ci T"1€S ,4-ld T().WN~, HfJMJ€v'c,e,f ~s YotJ J.lllve POlNT-e/J tJuT 
,#~I/{. EY.Pe~T'lri16&.Jf C>O tJOT R.PT, NOT ,4PPe·•~ io HA-Vri MArER.llrLJZl:41. 

f,v /!NOT:'4~/t 1tvTet<e-STUJ.G LN.OfCA-'flQfJ r£A)t:,JAJ6 11l SLJf-PIJIJT T"lt'~ 1"~U-IJ/e 
NO'tH. lt:.J6k, 1"flES, l S JS 1'"11£ /fllAO.JJJLC~#r 13"/ Lld3.fAATl ()IJ ~MOS 0, TU~ 
·(R~A-T"U,HJ if TH~ u,.,-,il,!Jt 0~ "'~T Lf;J~ftl l)tNOC,(i/JC,\Y .+Ul 'P~ /tUUtftll.£' ,''-
IN l)~VE:J LL ~G WHAr'r Pl.i>ftp{;:)~'t'S.. "10 13!E A- WNOU,..V tJ.~w D:RGA-Nl '1A-it OIJ, WLTH ITS 
Swe.£PtAJG RE'¼'Ot.~r10~11t(f U:u. Tb,,.~,, 7Hr, 111.-F l'fAS TlrC17Lt./ c..oNCfiJ!r:tJ 
THAT JTS CN~ CAP,♦, Jr-f 1b 'Stl~ VP ~ M1'S l Lt "2-c /3ROA0€' SUME/\JTS I~ 
PoPIIU't'tlOJJ HAI A.e",r,NEt L.LMt~, HOTrlJ/lT H-l.TA-,Albl t,16 trs ~lM ro 8! 
SO'-E' ~~•r,Ef#:TAT1 'Iii If-NI} SPDK!Sl-1Hir fe/l. TrH!' S°'1J f fO~~E~ 1 F TllZ~· f LJJ'/ 
l>o.~ IJ01'" ~T "'°' /J~()l>U~ SlG.NIFf.CA-NT J>£fGc:..i10~ Feo,. rtleGO'ISNIAfNT 
$'(£>,~ 1 T"4E HLF ~ltV sues.- 4UiN"t"U( t'T.IUO 1 ff~f...F .,.,. Ir O l SA-0 VAlilr/!IGE t,J 
i.,.-:S eR>ttff ro ~~"tt~w; ,:.r.£n.,,= ,ap\Ofl~ r'tlf' w.o111.ts • r;.,.- ONtZ 
V,+(...,:l} oll,~IJl~ktU21J R.EPft.eSflt/TlNG THI;' ~•JORlTY Of" "fl.1'€~~l~0 "TM$ 
SuGGc:-~ Ts- 'IH.E 11f fJa/,-YNVt..E ~ \/lCJOltOUS PSVIV/fli. ~ ~ E)IPOSJE [1" 
~.S..JIST h¥JT.~ Pa/~f ~~I"' f'RIJM , 

S, tH l £U_. t,/Jt) TH~ 6- VN OrJ TH£ OT61Elt fl/tNb H~~ 8EBJ O~A:1..-T ,+ S lGtHIFlCJ\'NT 
BLOW -ftMJ TH J£tt M:IJS1' MIJ~, riJl;e.R<i.f!TI ,~AU.,'( l F ~IJ ts T11 ~~t.:bilelt PNJl-1 
,.,, IEVe:,J lli:¥.MIIJC. 1"Hlr'f TH€4tl/J artJ AE~~lf\J f!z/tM ~ OF TWt' 
SLT'UlrT I.ON I A) me ~ Tl e,; 4-NJ T►.tt vc F~cES ARE FOiCE'A TO. !JJrHtllltfu 
Ttfl..fU Mlrt aJC()&NJ'fTtl btPO"T'll-4ff 4l-JTI !JS:M l ,~ THE PRESS,, -,,,~ IJt:-1/0/rJIH_ 
,\SSEM8LV,, MJb f Jl TH~ COU~C.ll. or ~~~e:ll'1l.~" ,t(..L Ot'- ~fl0'1t. IA.V i!.)£W 
iD fi,C.MW€ Hl~ FOil L41TlNt, 7":tf ~NEJ(V FMUS fTll1KE. St.l1J+ A-- Gl.okJ., 
rr 1S t~PlJAr14-1'T TH~T ~ bo ~., .. ,, w~ CAN TZ> ,/3vll i/1.~ AIJO TD ,4SS 1$T · 
l-404 ,~ rltKlM.d, 1'11£ ~ltl'16 O.l!' t-\£A,Sfl.lE'S WHtC..., WILL N"IJT~tz·~ 1"/il~ 
C/t./Tf~C..t~ ltNfJ C.HltNl;EL Jr I.NJ It C.Ot't.~tJCTli€ bl~e:c.:rto.,J~ 8(); IN IJIJIMJ 
so w€ ~uu Wfo:JT /iT AU. cosr.s; 1?) uJSflR~ 111,r 11K ~., l T'IJ'(1.0NA-f._ 
t"'ABR.tc SO CA~E,'IJ.& .. LY WOl'./f,A) 01/ff. 171"1! t,~1' a-·;,, ye:,,,tr 91,0.:IJL() /J.Ui 
&~ "Tl)(c..fl .4T T1f1t TIM-£· 

... - ...... . , ·.: ,-, -: 
. . ,. ·- ~ ' ' . . . . •, . 
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6r W /:-rH: tHJS, Pie ... ltMiL£ W! WOV.Li) Ul<E 1?) ~V Otlt F~ VOU~ · 
CONS tO.eu T1 ON 
CEft.r-A-LIJ OF OU/l OIJJJ TUOUIH ,7'£ ,4$ 1!V 'l>lrl/ri ~TE"PS. kl~ &f:t..tEV~ M/0,-/"r 8€ 
roNS(~EREO A-T TH(S TIME ,- es-$'.'e:/J'TIAC..LV i11~SE' /rte" (X.1,#t ~11tsr TH"tJUfill'fS 
F~~OW .IIJG 71-IE' 'e'\IEAJTS OF- Ttl/S. ~J<. 8UT1il.lE'/ l)~lVE" F~olff T1"/E eYPete~ 
OF Tri£ Pr.-s·1 FN MD~rJ,/r,; ,~ IA.I' Jef' t'r; TH£ lM..-iQl,+r:. 1"11-SKr- ~ 17/E' 
aoveR.N/.A~IJT l "'-LtA~ r,+£ F't,LL4'WLI~.', 

A"• ftN ~6'-iJC. ANb WEL&..•CQ)~~tf'-A--1£D Eif'PQR:7 ro ~~IL1ZE Au. 8-£.,.,'J:OJTS 
OP-'i11E (JOVER.Wf./lVJT,- ~'rJCIJLML'fj,1/~ U::A--Ol:A..SIIW tF PIE NIFllOIVIH­
,.SSD1Bfl yu. I+- ~El)E»lCMlOfV TT' TJI~ !71UJ~~-t(; XA--lN!T 11/E QJDYt1/.· 

e, A- CI\-R£FULLY rnouc;HT our f>RO(TRl\t\f a,: CONTl,-C.,Tl#JG Jft4POl!TANr NQN­
GOVEt?,-.),,EIJT7U. f.LEMENTf WI TH flJ rue 806V tlOLl Tl C ·~ ~/J.. lSTlN6 THCl"I! 
SUPPORT FOR "THE OO"ERMHEAII"• THtS WOUt,~ HIC.LUOE 08\llOLJSL.Y l.rlf8Ult1 
T-,.{~ R£~t.6LCJLJS sec.rs (INC.WO/~ £1/EN T>/,e/14IL.ITANT" 8UMH1'" IF rrou.J 
Si O£.T,R,.IA1£(J, 1U·AT T>IEY Oro 11or CONSPfi.AE' OR COLLAQO~Al'e tAJinl- t#~ 
VC/1.JIJA FOltCES) 1 iH~ /MrEI...L'°C.iUALS, ANO PIE PRe'iS • 

c~ A-- S,Lv~Pllv(, RE-APPfl.4tSJfL DF Pit BUREAUCRACY IN J.-,1 ~Fer: TO 
f!E.1/A-UlftTE PfR.FIP./4/NJOS OI U'f OFflCl~ fJU(tlJJG T'Hi; O.ii1,, IJ€ klolAl/) 
rloP, rD G~PEL1' THAr o~r/..C.,,LA,L,S ()/kJ TH€ NA-T70NAi-,1 (YJ:OYLIJC.llft..,1 OLS'T/11C-r 
t.ev~S Lv10 P~iFOAAE.1J WELL &JR.HI'- 1HE ReCeNT CRISIS t,;JoUl..ll.ffWe' 
tH ~ £ ~ p eR~R/l"tNJC.E A<,..(A)O U,(i'A ct ell JN sQIAE -Sul r >t,U:E uw ' ,., TH£ Sltm(' T()K.€/J . ... . 
~ ~UC..t) £VPE.t-r 7>/1= G.JIJ lV bC SNISS T/1.0$€ WI-ID H/f--A FAU:~ 1l! lfAeJt-SU~t 
UP~ 
U F Gv N CAN 8~ PEiSUltlJUJ TO Cc»JblJt T SUCH A (~V I t'NJ 1H JS ~rill, 
PR.Olf t b( OPPrHtruw1r.r --~ HAV' L.0"16 SDJ(SH':f 10 G-Ei"' IH b IJr •~FFI (JpJT 
gLeMOJt.S, /301', NLLl"tAiY A'l/6 C,.1/LLl,fW.,j TH~ GVN SUOULl:l GETti,J 
W 1111 T1/€ 111-SI( OF CL~M. l~ HOUSE• 

b • A- U SEffJL 9'f-PRl.)bCK;,,T OF R~Cfit-,Jr 1£-IELOPM~,.rrs Ml ~i a, It ,-..ot)t FtCA-ffON 
p.J n/LEU'S seNs, OF-' 1'ltAIAJfr /dJ/:, PRt0/1.JTlfS, 1,-S /4- N.($:ULT Of-rNe 
C/Q.J SL S "1E "41 G"IT SH l FT Fl.OM Hrlt LJ,(.JT tous, 11£-rHots l C~L ttPPAOA-Clf TO 
PROBuP-tS 1411-b ,tt..OG~---~ W A,- ~OR~ D~A-MA--'f:lC t:;tJU6tiTlC ()llf!:--·atl AT 
'-E~ r G-1 vf, Fi.f.EA R.E'tAJ Tl> THOS.~ WHO f'JAr-nJfi~LL'I TAI(~ Ir- ~O,e.E ACTN t:ST 
P<XTtJNE,. I.JI- f'IIA6#/T COM~J- H,i)eFULr.. ·Y~ 'TO Plwl) HIM N()~£ ll~CO'Tl.~C 
-rooott AOVtt( IN FOTUt~ Im!\ MOI!: iv)LLt.04 TO. AU' ~ucc..,<.t.y ON lT• 
C.(J. ~ f S ft\1 G._,i AL-~ CJ)NV I.AJ(.{ H CM Of /Je.CES"£f. ,-Y O'F- c.au.A:-6012Jf T1Ntr ft,',~{' 
ct,ctn...v kl1r,./ r..v /t-AJ/J beL.€6A-iJI.JG' 111111 ~A.( lnltHDlllry~ IJ/Jre rl/lf,-'r kJ/ 
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PftvE o+ STAT~ ,o,831 

kPPE~RS TO /-llrVf a~~A/ ,A-Kl/t.J(f /)~ FA:c.ro COIJTRQf;,., t),: TASK Fa~C~ ON 6'VAI 
S 11).t:. PRE:SU"4*13LY ltlt. TH r#. l EU' 5 BLcSS. LNG-,, n,. LS 'tJ()()L:fl /,/()'Ml PROV I OE 
OPPORTVNITV 70 blSCUfS l,NtJ CLEA,e PRa.JECrS /tlil.t/ Pll/)(JRAMS IH.REt:TLY 
l)}lTH Hl~ t,J(.T,I-IOf.iT UNOUE RI.SK OF. l>~lt6lNG TH1t£f)~: SEtlSlSlt.l TJFS~ 
iHt ,~ ~,G...,-r, /.M.1llfEb , 13~ 1/d(L.L/AIG TO ~SSl6'>J /-1111 4cru;tJ li.tL.E' ft'Al~ 

WlTHMAJ.cJ HlNSELF 11rro po, (ii 0/J tr P/i.ES lO lltKi OFFICER.. 

e; ,. f'INM,.L~, 1/J AMHTlQ.U ro <JlJR. SIJG6ESTlOW£ lr/3()\/€ ANb 1'HO!E ACTIONf 
81:t Alu CO/IJSl,bE,eb SY 1HE JO(IJi ~-~IJ-US TA(K FOI.C,EJ We WX,L& LlKE 70 
S€cAJ ,+IJ· ~JJ.£A:<i,~r- H:. Hi~b .. N l ii! NG p SYlvAR EFFO~T di ~f A-ill-Z~./J fMt.tQIJ't&'LYJ 
m,s WOIJL6 ~A-VE 1HRE£ CJtSlC. PURPOse:rt t tJ TO ~~ASC.fJPri 'fllE POPU:,1..lfiG' 
THAT~- &IN ltUtl-(Ol"l.CrV 1S s,r'L.L l/lJrAC,:t 1,.AJ6, ·w1t.L 8E ~APJbLY 
Re.A:SSEltTf:A; l.Z) Tb ~~ArFF1n1;1 mtr us CO~(f.MEAIT,. ANJJ (.3) TO EXPLOIT 
I/IHA-i ~~ . tot~~ WfLL SE' A SLGIJtFl<.f\AJ-t JHSM.R/fV MJA COIFUSlDH #Al VC.. 
R.A-tJl(s IF 11/Elfl OF'FEIISJ\/t' f"A-ll..S CtJMPLETc/,Y .. ... LL. T411"~A$$ ft4£blll 
f'A-C(LtTIE;S •,f,vA-tLAdt..E Tr) ·T~f:.MlS5lOM Awo TIie 6VII- .SHOULll Be ~6lVJIZej 
JN ~ .~~F()llr .re> ltCHtEI/E TIIDSE TIJREE GO~/...'i':r 

7., A-S STA-f~.0 : ,t.80V5r THll REP~ESellTS ON&.~ OUR P'~E"UM llVlfR..Y UJtAMl!.Alf"S 
ON ~ Sr l LL R.IJJ. bt fl~S'T lfDV llt/G s' TUA-n IA/ .. f'"HE srel'S '/bl( ,-+/rll~ nf'l<'i'>Y 
,o FA-~1 UIC.t.,Ul)1.N( \/iVR liXC~l.l.EIJr ~K,l<uT{aUJttJEJ<.1 .M.//J T.He' APP/IIIENT(y 
HE.LPl'tJL. rfl~.ST ~EetlklG WJTH 1'HlEO-KY IJF TJ,f~ ,4(>JJJT (iVN/lilS TfJSK. FO~C.e 
SEEM TO 0£' EMI.Ne:IJTL\f CDRRecT.• W£"M.£Ve,\.V lr~Rf= ~ TH! blFFlCULT 
Sl,-{)~110~ PACJAJG Vat ~(J r....e 1NT1!lld 70 a~ JU rl~1..(J~IJL. ~ ~ori J8LE' 
VJH u.~ J4.-r- 7/./.~ SAME TfM ~ 11'.Y l/llG 70 kl OL ll *6/J l ll~ 'f'O VO€/~ A/.AElt-1 Y 
(iluOR,.M.O;AS Ti4-S KS", 

G/J-'3 RVSI( 
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00 YEXADS 
DE YE !(ADl. 770 0360920 
0 0509182 ZYH . 
FM SAIGON 
TO THE WHlTE HOUSE 
ZEM 

i%'.3 f i:3 5 09 2_5 

• i O R E 'f--EYES ONLY 05085 6Z fi:-s . 68 VI ~ 
nim:D!ATE PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSi'1ISSION o:L~AS ~~1~:fLt> 
PREC!uENCE IS PRIORITY. • . 

FM Ar•ia Bi.rnKER SAIGON 4 64 

TO THE WH·rrE HOUSE, EYES ONLY WALT ROSTOW 

REF: CAP .80389 

1. MA~Y THAi~KS FOR YOUR MESSAGE. I AGREE ENTIRELY WITH YOUR 
SUCG~STIONS. IN FACT, ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES OF THE JOINT 
!,\ SK FORCE, l~HICH HAS BEEN SET UP HERE, IS TO trlOBILIZE THE 
CIVILIAN POPULATION, YOUTH GROUPS, STUDENTS, CIVIL SERVANTS, AND 
CIV I C AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS TO TAKE PART IN THE RE-BUILDING 
AND RE-CONSTRUCTION EFFORTS. 

2. THE TASK FORCE WILL BE A GVN TASK FORCE, CALLING ON U.S. 
AGENCIES FOR ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT AS NEEDED, USING BOB KOMER 
AS ITS FOCAL POINT ON THE U.S. SIDE. I THINK THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT 
IS CALLED FOR SINCE IT PLACES THE PRll'iARY RESPONSIBILITY, AS WELL 
AS CREDIT FOR ACT ION TAKEN, WHERE. IT SHOULD BE, I.E. t ON THE 
VIET :·JANESE AUTHORITIES. IT ALSO FURNISHES US THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
SUPPORT TiiEI~ EF!-ORTS IN. AN EFFECTIVE BUT UNOSTENTATIOUS 'WAY. 

3. 1 AGREE WITH YOU THAT POLITICAL SUPPORT IS BEST GENERATED BY 
I NVOL VE rlE ~n AND SACRIFICE. 
i E OR CT EYES ONLY VIA CAS CHANNELS 
GP- l 
200 

NNNN 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. I 29~ , cc. 3.6 
NU 96 ~t9 '-/ 

.. BY. ci,- , NARA Date ;.1, .9,, 
#'.·, ... 0: ... ~ ~ 
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V!CZC:)SI 1?77 l 
·Ou n:n,·10L C 

~I" 

DE 'fii:ACS 5 lil ~35112~ 
C .?:~ 1715 Z Z YH 
ri': ·1.zHITE HOUSE 'JASHDC 
TC Ati;E~S St;!(!ON 
Zttl 
.i , S e'ff ! T £Y£S ONLY V!A CAS CHANK'EL CilE CA?80389 
£_n:S ONLY FOi-t tH1BASSADOr? BUNKER" FRCf-1 !iALT ROSlO\LI 

ACAH-1 AS A D 1 STANT OBSERVCR•-:A ?O'i"E1~TIAL l!Y f,P?EARS TO 
IXI-ST ro GET THE CITY P£0?LE TO .EtG~Gt;. TO 1AK£ so~u: OF 
THEl~ O~S'iitiY 1NTG 'l'H~!R C\.H; HANDS. 

PASSii'i3 !lU'I t\Rtt;f:i-•AS BUU SUB::u:srs-~IS i~or tH~ ·A,~St.:ER 
·flE:?ZJ•,r NJ! THZ ANS'.1ER. ~Ut IS IT: REALIST.IC t•J 'THINK OF 
THE OOV!P.NMENT MOSLI?lNt! STODEt.rs. cn:'IL SF.?.Vt.NTs, . AND 
OT~RS TO SHA~S IU :U~•GUil..DI.UG. DlSTflIButlNO rooo. 
RECONSTRUCTING HOUSES, ETC? 

Tlit . ONE LESEO~~ JI VE lEt,RNEO ABOUT DEVELOP.ING CCUNTR !ZS 
IS THAT POt If I CAI. SUPPORT I.S GENERATED Ot:t Y BY INVOL \1£M£NT 
AND $ACf:tFICt. .. . . . . 

AGAIN, FCR.GI Vi THE KIBITZING t\f AN EMBATTLED 1'.IY.E FOR YOU ALL 
14Z 

DECLAS IFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q" -t'i3 

By C-ft , NARA Date 1!;3-'j'J 
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February 4, 1968 

Mr. Preaident: 

Herewith the B-52 strlke• for the 
day now scheduled -- 33, all in the 
Khe Sanh area. 

Thia battle will probably take some 
time. 

We ahall monitor round-the-clock ln 
the Situation Room. 

I suggested to Bua Wheeler he file a 
daily report with you. 

W. W. R. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Ellsworth Bunk.er finds 
time to report fully .. - and with 
great poise. 

Despite its length • - and your 
familiarity with aome o£ the material -­
it's worth reading as a well-balanced 
wraJ>-up. 

W. W. ll. 



SECRET /NQDIS 

Sunday, February 4, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 17920.) 

Herewith my thirty-seventh weekly message: 

A. General 

Because of the emergency caused by the widespread enemy attacks which began 
in the early hours of Januai:y 31, I have regretfully had to delay this week's 
message. It thus covers a period of ten days from January 25. 

The early days of the period, although witnessing a continuation of the massive 
build-up of enemy strength along the DMZ · and the norther part of the First Corps, 
with anticipatory preparations for the Tet holidays underway, began in an atmos­
phere of relative calm. It began, ho.wever, with what to me was an occasion of 
great significance, an occasion largely overlooked as so many important develop­
ments here tend to be because of the concentration on the military situation. 
Appearing as the nation1s freely elected President before the freely elected 
legislative branch, President Thieu delivered his first State of the Union message. 
It was a sober, positive, and constructive speech, wide-ranging and comprehensive 
in scope, outlining plans to benefit the Vietnamese people. He began by a reference 
to the constitutional framework now in place and expressed the hope that the 
executive and legislative branches can work effectively together to serve the nation. 
He indicated his plans to move quickly in establishing the other institutions called 
for in the constitution, notably the judiciary, the inspectorate, and the advisory 
councils. But he noted that the democratic system cannot exist only through an 
external form; that it demands fundamental chances in organizations and laws as 
well as in political structures and habits; and he noted the importance of the 
development of political parties. 

While he mentioned some of the substantial achievements which had already been 
accomplished, the main thrust of his speech looked to the future. Here he covered 
both plans for the longer term and short range priority programs on which the 
government proposed to concentrate- in the next six to seven months. These included 
judicial and administrative reform, expansion of educational opportunities; the 
development of industry and agriculture; the stimulation of land reform, in the 
social field, vigorous measures to improve the refugee situation; to expand public 
health measures; to improve the conditionsof labor and measures and incentives 
to bring the youth into the service of the nation. To carry out these programs, he 
presented a budget of 95 billion piasters which the Assembly is scheduled to take 
up as the first order of business when it resumes its session on February 6. It is 
almost certain, however, that by mid-year the government will have to submit 
a supplementary budget since the amounts provided in its present submission for 
the military effort are madequate. 

DECLASSIFIED 
·. ~ ,L E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
. I NLJ °13-q~S 
Bv~ : NARA, O.ite~JSIJ'fy 



SZGR.E'f /NO.tm, -2-

In dealing with the government's position on the question of peace and negotiations, 
Thieu stressed the fact that the Government of Vietnam is merely acting to defend 
itself against aggression and re-affirmed the government's adherence to the 
principles established by the Manila Summit Conference. Implicit in this program 
is the desire and intention of the Government of Vietnam to strengthen its position 
before any negotiations open. The contrast between Hanoi's methods and that of 
President Thieu's government is very great and, I hope, instructive to the critics 
of this regime and our effort in support of it. 

The massive, countrywide terrorist attacks on centers of population which began 
in the early morning hours of January 31 have been fully reported. I will not 
attempt to duplicate this reporting here. It is obvious that they were premeditated 
and planned well in advance. It is equally clear that they were coordinated and 
correlated with the massive and open invasion in northern First Corps by North 
Vietnamese Forces. 

It is evident, too, that the initial success of the attacks was due in part to the 
element of surprise and to the fact that they were made in flagrant violation of the 
Tet truce period which Hanoi as well as the Government of Vietnam had proclaimed. 
I think it's fair to say also that there was some failure of intelligence on our side, 
for a sizeable number of Government of Vietnam troops and many Government of 
Vietnam officials were on leave. 

That these widespread, concerted attacks will result in a massive military defeat 
for the enemy is evident in the casualty figures reported Saturday morning. From 
6:00 p. m. January 29, the beginning of Tet Truce period, to midnight, Feb nary 2, 
according to our figures, 12,704 of the enemy were killed, and 3,576, many of whom 
will become prisoners of war, were detained; 1,814 individual and 545 crew- served 
weapons were captured. Allied losses were 983 killed of which 318 were U. S., 
661 Army of the Republic of Vietnam, and 4 other free world; the number of allied 
wounded was 3,483. Enemy casualties for these few days are considerably larger 
than for any previous month of the war. Based on the enemy casualties, I asked 
General Westmoreland for .an estimate of the total number of enemy committed and 
he said he thought that this was probably in the neighborhood of 36, 000. 

Enemy military operations have been well orchestrated with their psychological 
warfare. As you know, for a considerable period, both Hanoi and the National 
Liberation Front have spread rumors that negotiations and a resulting coalition 
government were inuninent after Tet. The inference, of course, was clear: If 
peace is so near, why go on fighting and getting killed? When the attacks came, 
the liberation radio called for everybody to rally to the revolution, alleged that many 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam troops had defected, and of course claimed great 
victories, that the 11 U. S. bandits and their lackeys had never before been dealt 
such stinging blows. 11 Liberation radio also spread the rumor that U. S. forces 
were cooperating with Viet Cong attacks in order to put greater pressure· on the 
Government of Vietnam to agree to a coalition g~vernment; and Hanoi radio announce< 
the formation of a "front of national, democratic, and peace alliance" in Saigon 
and Hue_. 
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Given the fact that the enemy has suffered massive military defeat, the question 
arises whether he has secured in spite of it a psychological. victory; whether 
peoples trust in the invincibility of the allied forces has been shattered; whether 
their confidence in the ability of the Government of Vietnam to provide security 
has been shaken; or whether on the other hand Viet Cong perfidy in flagrant 
violation of the truce during the traditional Tet holiday, their use of pagodas, 
hospitals, and residential areas as sanctuaries and their terrorist tactics have 
aroused peoples indignation end resentment. While our information at this point 
on the reaction of the Vietnamese, especially in the provinces, is sketchy, it 
seems apparent that both reactions have occurred. But it also seem.ed to all of 
us he.re that if the Government of Vietnam would take prompt action, if Thieu would 
give evidence of strong leadership, would call in all elements in support of the 
government, then what mi~ht have turned out to be a pyrrhic victory for the 
Government of Vietnam and its allies could be turned into a psychological victory 
as well. 

It is for this reason, as I have reported, that I saw Thieu Thursday morning and 
told him that I thought this was the psychological moment for him to demonstrate 
his leadership and to galvanize the nation by a statement which would constitute 
a declaration of national unity . I said it would not only reassure the civil population, 
especially in the provincial centers, but ·could also be a positive declaration to 
give life and meaning to the main programs and priorities he had spelled out in his 
State of the Union message. I suggested that he might want to meet with leaders 
of both houses of the Assembly and perhaps have them associate themselves with 
his declaration and intentions. I think Thieu was· impressed with the arguments 
for taking advantage of the present situation to mobilize greater popular support. 
The next morning, he held a meeting of the National Security Council and included 
the Presidents of both Houses of the Assembly to lay out an action plan of relief 
and recovery for the civil population. In the afternoon, he recorded a speech to 
the nation which was delivered on TV' and radio the same evening. 

As I have reported, at a. meeting of the mission council yesterday morning, we 
agreed that it would be useful to propose to Thieu that a joint task force be formed. 
reporting to him, that could address itself to problems across the board in Saigon 
and the provincial centers affected by the Viet Cong attacks; and that he might want 
to consider delegating supervision to Vice President Ky. On the Government of 
Vietnam side, the appropriate Ministries could be instructed by the Prime Minister 
and Ambassador Komer would serve for the U.S. as his opposite number. General 
Westmoreland and I, therefore, saw Thieu and proposed that we jointly set up such 
a task force. We went into considerable detail with him regarding the scope of 
measures which could be taken to turn the psychological situation around and to gain 
the people's participation and support; and said that with the resources we both had 
we should be able to demonstrate quickly that the government was on top of the 
situation. Thieu reacted favorably to our suggestion and agreed that we would meet 
the next 1norning (Saturday) to go into the matter in greater detail. General West­
moreland, Bob Komer, and other members of the mission council and I met with 
President Thieu and his colleagues Saturday morning. With him were Vice 
President Ky, Prime Minister.Loe, Secretary General Nguyen Van Huong, DefenS'e 
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Minister Vi, Foreign Minister Do, Chief of the Joint General Staff Vien, Minister 
of Interior Vien, Minister to the Prime Minister Gang, Director General for 
Information Linh, Brigadier General Thung (Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
Pol. War Department). Thieu opened the meeting by saying that they had con­
sidered the proposals we had made the day before, outlining what preparations the 
Governm.ent of Vietnam had been making, agreed that a joint task force should be 
set up which would report to him, and that Vice President Ky would serve as the 
supervising head for the Government of Vietnam. Overnight, General Westmoreland 
had had our suggestions put into diagrammatic form and made an excellent presenta­
tion to the President and his colleagues. With no .hesitation at all, it was agreed 
that we should proceed immediately, the meeting was adjourned, and Ky, Bob Komer, 
and some of their associates went to Ky's office to begin work on establishing the 
organization. One interesting thing we observed was the fact that on the Government 
of Vietnam side the group included some who until now had scarcely been on speaking 
terms, but now seem to be working closely together. This is, at least, a hopeful 
sign. Thieu informed me also that both Hous es of the Assembly would convene as 
soon as members could get into Saigon from the province. 

As of the moment, there is still cleaning up to be done in Saigon and elsewhere in 
Hue and in some of the Delta provincial capitals. General Loan estimates that 
there are still eight Viet Cong Companies in Saigon on the edges __ of the 7th and 
8th districts, varying in strength from 50 to 130 each. He believes that he may be 
able to eliminate these by Monday or Tuesday of next week. But General Cao Van 
Vien believes that the enemy has the strength to stage a second wave attack on 
Saigon that the elements of the 5th, 7th, and 9th Viet Cong Divisions still could be 
committed to such an attack. In the meantime, the curfew has been lifted from 
0800 to 1400 .hours. People are moving around, trucks are being sent to some 
districts of _Saigon to sell rice, pork, bread, and frozen chicken to the people, and 
the Ministry of Social Welfare is making strenuous efforts to provide food and 
shelter to victims of the fighting in the city. People have been advised of points 
in the city where they can find food and shelter. Another encouraging factor is that 
General Loan reports that the police are getting many telephone calls from people 
alerting them to locations where Viet Cong are holed up, a good indication that 
there has been no "popular uprising" in support of the Viet Cong. 

One naturally considers what the motives and purposes of Hanoi and the Front have 
been in staging these massive attacks and apparently preparing momentarily to 
launch extremely heavy ones in Northern First Corps. Were they prepared.to suffer 
these tremendous casualties in order to gain a psychological and propaganda victory? 
There are some evidences that they might actually have had some expectations of 
popular uprisings, and in any case they are publicly claiming that these have 
occurred. The British ambassador, who has had much Asian experience, remarked 
that the Viet Cong, having made these claims, will suffer, in Asian eyes, a very 
serious defeat if they prove to be not true. Had they planned these offenses hoping 
to put themselves in a strong position to enter negotiations, hoping to force a 
coalition government by demonstrating that the National Liberation Front commands 
the loyalty of the South Vietnamese people and must have a major voice in any peace 
settlement; converself hoping to demonstrate that the Government of Vietnam is a-­
we_ak p~ppet government and can be ignored? 
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Or is this part of a longer Winter-Spring offensive which would endeavor to 
exert pressure to the extent of the enemy1 s capabilities at least until our elections, 
hoping if possible to score some major victory, but in any case to inflict heavy 
casualties on our troops in the expectation that they might create adverse psychologi­
cal reactions in the United States and thus a chance in policy? 

I am inclined to the forme-r theory. It seems to me that the pri:r:nary purpose of 
this particular operation was probably psychological rather than military, that 
it was designed to put Hanoi and the Front in a strong position for negotiations by 
demonstrating the strength of the Viet Cong while shaking the faith of the people 
in South Vietnam in the ability of their own government and the U. S. to protect 
them. This would be consistent with the determination on their part to press towards 
peace talks. 

In my talk with him today, Thieu expressed somewhat similar views. He felt 
that Hanoi and _the Front are tired and would like to get into negotiations, that while 
their power has been steadily diminishing, they still have the capability to mount 
operations such as the recent one and the current invasion of the First Corps. 
They are, therefore, willing to make a major effort and to take heavy losses in 
the hope of gaining enough advantage, especially psy·chological, both here and 
abroad, to put themselves in a strong bargaining position at the table. Failing in 
this, Thieu believes that they will endeavor to keep on as much pressure as they 
can during the summer in the hope that they can at least give the impression of a 
military stalemate, · so as to maintain themselves in a strong bargaining position. 
We are sending in a more detailed, though preliminary, discussion and estimate 
of our views of the enemy's purposes. 

Progress continues to be made at cleaning up the situatio~. though as I mentioned 
above, there is a possibility of a second wave attempt by the enemy. General 
Westmoreland reported that the enemy has not yet committed his 7th Division in 
the Third Corps area. In the meantime, enemy casualties continue to mount. As 
of this morning, February 4, our repo.rts are that to midnight February 3, the 
enemy had suffered about 15,000 killed, approximately 4,-000 detainees, with 
3,000 individual and crew- served weapons captured. General Westmoreland is 
having an audit and spot checks made of the country and believes that these figures 
are conservative. They are substantiated to some extent by the high count of 
weapons captured. On our side, casualties for the same period amounted to 1,116, 
of which U. S. were 367, Army of the Republic of Vietnam 738, and free world 
forces 11. Enemy losses for the previous five days have been approximately 50 
percent greater than the highest casualties he has suffered in any month of the 
war to date. He has thus met with an extremely heavy military setback. 

Since I began dictating this section yesterday, rapid progress has been made in the 
establishment of the joint task force. At the meeting presided over by Ky, which 
followed our joint meeting with Thieu, reported earlier, rapid agreement was reached 
on the setup of the organization. Ky will head it up with the Prime Minister and 
Bob Komer at the policy level. General Thang and General Forsythe will act as the 
operating heads. The public image will be that of a Vietnamese organization, but 
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we will have opposite numbers at every level. In effect, the Vietnamese people 
have accepted all of our functional and organizational suggestions but they will 
be out in front and we in the background back-stopping and supporting which is 
as it should be. It was agreed that daily breakfast meetings will be held to review 
the situation and to make necessary plans. Bob Komer reports that the first 
meeting was held this morning (Sunday) and that Thang and Forsythe have already 
gone into action. Two thousand five hundred cadre are to be brought from Vung Tau 
to help with operations in the Saigon area. Ky is to go on TV tonight to explain the 
organization and what the Government of Vietnam, through it, will do to provide 
prompt relief to the civilian population and to get the country back to normal as 
quickly as possible_. 

In closing this section, I want to say a word in tribute to all members of the U. S. 
mission here, military and civilian. To every demand made upon them they have 
responded with great courage, calmness, devotion, and determination. They have 
worked long hours and performed difficult and exhausting tasks willingly and 
cheerfully with never a word of complaint. Through the country, · they have been 
exposed to great dangers and hazards and have met every challenge fearlessly 
and with a high sense of duty. They deserve well of their countrymen and I am 
immensely proud and humble to have the privilege of being at .the head of such a 
mission. 

B. Political 

As I reported in the General section, after the initial stunning impact of the 
Viet Cpng attack on the cities had passed, Vietnamese leaders at least here in 
Saigon began to show a most encouraging willingness to close ranks and work 
together. The Assembly in particul~r has rallied to the government in an effective 
way. The chairmen of both Houses issued a ·communique on the morning of 
February 3 which denounced the 111reacherous scheme of the Viet Cong, who proposed 
a seven day cease fire in order to take advantage of that opportunity to carry out 
a predetermined military plan11

• The statement went _on to say that the Assembly 
is "cooperating closely with the executive to carry out effective measures aimed 
at restoring security and order", and called on the people to support the government. 

Earlier, on February 2, the Senate National Defense Committee issued a resolution 
calling on the government to strictly apply the 24-hour curfew and use all necessary 
means to restore security. The Lower House met February 3, but took no action 
because they did not have a quorum, many deputies still being in the provinces 
where they had gone for the Tet holiday. Under .the rules, the House may take 
action without a quoruin on the second such day, and the Lower House is in fact 
meeting again this afternoon. They are expected to issue a statement of support 
for the government. · 
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Individual legislators and opinion leaders have also voiced to us their desire to 
back the government and get the situation here back to normal. Former Deputy 
Premier and leading political figure Tran Van Tuyen told an Embassy officer 
yesterday that he and many of his supporters are most anxious to take part in any 
effort to restore the sit-uation. He complained that the government was not taking 
the lead in mobilizing those who are outside official ranks but who nevertheless 
want to "struggle" against the enemy. I hope that this kind of spirit will prompt 
a broad and effective response to the government 1 s appeal for help from such 
citizens when the task force operation center is set up. We will certainly be 
encouraging people such as Tuyen to pitch in. 

There is, of course, a good deal of criticism of the government as well. Senator 
Nhgyen Van Ngai, for example, told an Embassy officer on the morning of 
February 2 that the attacks clearly revealed the 11weakness and ineffectiveness" 
of the government security apparatus. He went on to speak of a possible vote of 
no-confidence in the government because of its failure to protect the population. 
At the same time, however, Ngai observed that the people were outraged by the 
Viet Cong use of the Tet holiday and it is up to the government actively to seek 
their assistance so as to share with them "anti-Communist responsibilities". 

Senator Juhny Van Cao pointed out to an Embassy officer that despite Viet Cong 
propaganda, there seems to have been no instance in which the Viet Cong were 
welcomed by any part of the city population, and there were apparently no defections 
from police or military ranks. From the limited reports availab le from the 
provinces, this seems to be the case throughout the country. I think it clearly gives 
the lie to the Viet Cong claim that the people support their cause. 

Some citizens and officials are not waiting for the central government to organize 
their active support. Senator Nguyen Van Huyen, for example, was off early this 
morning to visit the wounded and :rpake his own survey of the needs of the Saigon 

. . 
population. Mayor Cua has been at his office day and night, along with most of 
his staff. Dr. Nguyen Day Tai, a ·man close to Tri Quang and not noted for any 
pro-govermnen1: sympathies, was _busy getting water to hospital ope·rating rooms 
that had_ non_e .- .'..':..:. :·his own clinic being well supplied. Thich Tam Giac announced 
that his -p.agod~_-would provide shelter and food to victims of the fighting. Thich Tam 
Chau :p\lt ·out··:a.Jo:mmunique calling on all Buddhists to support the government 
and oppose the' -' .. Cornmunist's~ (The whereabouts of Tri Quang and some other 
militant Buddhist leaders of the An Quang faction is unknown at this time, however.) 

Although our reports from the provinces are scattered, there is no denying that many 
people see the events of the last few days as initially a substantial Viet Cong 
victory despite the heavy losses suffered by the enemy. The fact that the Viet Cong 
were able to enter and in some cases hold for extended periods so many provincial 
capitals has certainly shaken the confidence of the ppople in the ability of the govern­
ment to provide security. At the same time, as noted-above, there is no ·evidence 
that anyone welcomed or helped the Viet Cong in the province towns. The political 
and psychological damage .in the provinces can b~ repaired, but it will take time 
and vigo_rous government action. 
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One continuing problem will be the need to dispel the rumors and half truths 
floated by the Viet Cong. The Viet Cong radio at one point announced that American 
forces were cooperating with them to set up a coalition government. This of 
course played on the worst fears of the nationalists here, and I felt it essential 
to respond at once to the Prime Minister's request for an official statement of · 
denial and support for the Government of Vietnam. Another similar rumor is 
being heard in many parts of the country, to the effect that we deliberately allowed 
the Viet Cong to enter the cities in order to put pressure on the government to come 
to terms with the National Liberation Front. 

The Communists are also busy trying to back up their claims that the populace 
met them with open arms. Hanoi radio cla,ims the formation of a number of 
"popular" organizations, including peace fronts and peace forces in Saigon and Hue. 
In Hue, the 11peace alliance" is allegedly headed by a Hue University professor who 
;..\0.s active in the 1966 Buddhist "struggle". Radio Hanoi has also alleged the 
formation of "uprising committees II in Saigon and other cities. Any further ou~­
bursts of terrorism which the enemy may be able to mount -- and I anticipate a 
strong effort to make further attacks, even if they are only token - - will probably 
be portrayed as the work of these phantom organizations. We must mount a major 
psychological war offensive and I strongly urged this on Thieu and his colleagues · 
at our joint meeting yesterday. 

Concern that the U. S. will force an unacceptable settlement on South Vietnam 
remained very high during this reporting period. Although President Thieu has 
told me he thinks the crest of this wave is past, I am not yet certain that this can 
be said with a great degree of confidence. The pre-.Tet press continued to express 
misgivings about our intentions. On January 21, the politically important Catholic 
Greater Solidarity Force held a "seminar" in the Saigon City Hall and adopted a 
resolution which strongly opposed any recognition of the National Liberation Front 
and warned against a coalition govermnent. Among the participants in the 11 seminar' 
were influential Senators Nguyen Gia Hien and Tran Van Lam. The Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee on January 24 heard Foreign Minister Do' s views. This session 
was part of the committee's investigation of the government position in the face of _ 
rumored U. S. pressure for Government of Vietnam contact with the National 
Liberation Front and the formation of a coalition government. Active and influential 
Senator Nguyen Van Ngai in particular questioned Do closely on the possibility that 
the U. S. could force a coalition gove·rnment on South Vietnam. 

The government itself obviously continues to be very sensitive on the question of a 
coalition government. _In both his Tet message to the nation and in a series o; 
speeches made during a trip to the First Corps just before Tet, President Thieu 
made strong statements opposing any form of coalition governmmt. These 
statements were picked up by Vietnam press. In his Tet message to the nation, 
Thieu said "the purpose of my visit (to the First Corps) was to reiterate the govern­
ment commitments and the determination of the armed forces to never accept a 
coalition with the Communists nor to surrender to the Communists any inch of our ... 
land". Earlier, on January 27, Vietnam press carried a statement by Prim.e 
Minist~r Loe: "Coalition with·the Communists would. amount to suicide and would' 
be a form of surrender to the Communists. 11 In his January 31 emergency message, 



S~Z'f /NO:Ol'S- -9-

President Thieu threatened severe punishment for all political movements aimed 
at helping the Communists through the so-called "peace and coalition government. 11 

Fears of coalition government and a "false peace" have been fed somewhat by the 
11professor 1s 11 appeal. Before Tet, sixty-five university teachers issued a 
simplis.tic and emotional appeal calling for "all the belligerant parties to extend 
indefinitely the Tet ceasefire and to negotiate imme.diately _a peaceful settlement 11 • 
The appeal suggests no prior conditions for the cease-fire, a situation that would, 
of course, permit the Communists to continue infiltration and terrorism. 

The group issuing the appeal is very young and junior in academic circles, and 
most of the signers · are both relatively unknown and politically naive. Among the 
signers are some extremist Buddhists with very shady backgrounds. Nevertheless, 
the government felt it necessary to respond directly to their statement, and on 
January 27 the Ministry of the Interior put out a communique spelling out the govern­
ment1 s position on the Tet truce. The communique refers directly to the professors' 
appeal and notes that 11the President of the Republic and the government of the 
Republic of Vietnam have affirmed and reaffirmed that the question of a coalition 
with the Communists will never ari~e and that the government of the Republic 
of Vietnam will never recognize the so-called National Liberation Front". 

As I have mentioned, in his state of the union message, President Thieu referred 
to the importance of political party formation. While noting that 11at present we do 
not have strong political parties to assume power and form the ppposition", he 
e>q>res sed his conviction that such parties will be developed. 

Thieu, in part, persuaded by our representations, has in fact decided to form a party 
to support his program and policies. He has appointed his Secretary General, 
Nguyen Van Huong, to serve as chief organizer of this pro-government party, and 
we understand from Huong that he intends to convene a preliminary party congress 
which will launch the party sometime in March. While Huong is not an ideal choice 
for a party organizer, w,e are hopeful that Thieu can put together a strong national 
organization which will back his program and his candidates in future elections. 

Senator Tran Van Don is also moving ahead in organizing a political machine. 
In addition to his Nnong-Cong Binh group which did so well in the Senate race and 
which reportedly has a number of affiliated members in the Lower House. Don is 
apparently having some success in finding new allies and in developing another 
organization, the Freedom Fighters. 

Don is known to be trying to bring both militant An Quang and moderate Tam Chau 
Buddhists in line behin~ his group, and he seems to have captured some support 
from individuals though he certainly cannot claim the backing of either Buddhist 
organization. In the Senate, he has formed an alliance with Dai Viet leader 
Nhguyen Van Ngai and put together a Senate bloc of 9 Senators. \\Thile the degree 
of cooperation between the Dai Viets and Don I s su,pporters outside the Senate is 
still unclear -- and both sides are evidently planning to use each other and maintain 
a degree of independence ·-- the alliance could flower if more com.men interests 
develop: 
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Don formed a Veterans organization before his Senate campaign but did little 
with it. Recently, however, he held a meeting of this group, theFreedom 
Eghters, at which he claimed a total of 20, 000 members throughout the country. 
Statements in the Freedom Fighters 11platform11 issued at the meeting suggest that 
Don may hope to use all of the various groups under his influence as a nucleus 
for a broadly based political party. He has also been talking with Tran Quoc Buu 
about using the labor party organizations in the provinces as nµclei. 

Don's apparent s_uccess would be encouraging if we were more certain of the 
source of his funds. He has been spending a good deal more money than we think 
he and his chief allies have, most recently purchasing a very expensive newspaper 
which will soon begin publishing under Don's aegis. We will be trying to learn 
something more about where these funds are coming from. 

C. Economic 

Economic movement is usually almost at a complete stand- still during the T et 
holiday, so the initial impact of the Viet Cong attacks was not too great. Now, 
however, it is urgent to get supplies moving normally into the cities. The govern­
ment is giving such movement a high priority, and while there ·will probably be 
some transitory shortages, we do not anticipate any prolonged squeeze. 

Before Tet, the Saigon Retail Price Index stood at 326, up from the 318 of the 
previous week and the 308 of my last regular weekly report. This was the result 
of the Tet holiday, a period when prices traditionally move up sharply. {The 
upward price movement was the result of increases in commodities other than 
rice, which declined six to nine percent this week.) The upward movement of the 
Retail Price Index was countered by a continued fall in the Import Price Index, 
which dropped to 219 the week before Tet. Gold also c·ontinued to fall, from 214 to 
211 to 208. 

Six thousand demonstration rice kits, each sufficient to plant 1/10 hectare, will 
be made available to farmers in most provinces in Vietnam this spring. The kits, 
containing than nong {IR-8) rice seed, will be a major promotional tool in the 
coming campaign for farmer adoption of the new rice varieties in the country. 
Materials will include 4 kilos of than nong rice seed, plu~ chemical fertilizer and 
insecticide. 

D. Chieu Hoi 

During the period January 8-15, there were 291 Chieu Hoi returnees, and for 
the period January 15-21 there were 26. This compares with 420 and 592 for the 
same periods last year. The total for this year is 1, 033.' 
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Unfortunately, the Chieu Hoi rate has not yet experienced any Tet upsurge like 
that of last year. Last year 1 s rate was twice as high during January and jumped 
to over 1, 000 per week during and after Tet. Chieu Hoi Minister Phong attributes 
the current low rate to the intensified Viet Cong anti-Chieu Hoi campaign, 
increased enemy military operations and the apparently successful Viet Cong 
propaganda ploy regarding negotiations and coalition government. Phong proposes, 
and we agree, to mount a post Tet psychological war campaign playing up non­
fulfillment of the Viet Cong promise of coalition government. 

£. Vietnamese Killed 

In the week ending January 20, the Viet Cong killed 131 Vietnamese civilians, 
wounded 180, and kidnapped 187. For the week of January 21-27, the figures are 
147, 206, and 179, respectively. (Since January l, 1968, 501 civilians have been 
killed, 1030 wounded, and 593 kidnapped by the enemy.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4 1 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Porter reports -0n Park1 s 
reaction to your letter. 

You will, I believe, wish to read it all. 

Rarely does an Ambassador write the 
last sentence: they take it for · granted. 

One up for Porter( 

..... 

• 
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1. PRESIDENT PARK WAS CLEARLY MOVED BY MESSAGE CON­
TAINED REFTEL. I HAVE NOT SEEN HIM AFFECTED IN THIS 

' WAY BEFORE NOW AND HE MADE NO EFFORT TO TIDE HIS 
FEELINGS AS HE HEARD PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S SOLICITUDE FOR 
HIM AND HIS FAMILY, LENGTTY DISCUSSION OF MUTUAL PROB­
LEMS AND FINALLY THE WARM REFERENCE· TO HIM AS TRUSTED 
FRIEND AND ALLY. ONE MAY OCCASIO NALLY MAKE HIM SMILE 
AND EVEN LAUOH, BUT IT IS A VERY RARE THING TO SEE HIS 
EMOTIONS STIRRED AS THEY WERE BY THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
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2. HE KEPT ME FOR ALMOST TWO HOURS, DURING WHICH I 
TOOK OCCASION TO BRIEF HIM ON THE US/NK MEETI NG THIS 

·, MORNING. HE WAS GREATLY I NTERESTED IN FACT THAT NK 
t' REP PUT QUESTIONS TO US CONCERNING· AUGMENTATION OF' OUR 
: AIR AND NAVAL FORCES, AND TROOP ALERT. HE. SAID · THIS 

. ANOTHER INDICATION OF' THEIR PREOCCUPATION' -WITH STRENGTH 
~ AMD THEIR NEED TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER IT MIGHT BE 
. USED AGAINST THEM. HE FEELS THEY WILL PROBE TO DETER­

MINE OUR INTENTIONS AND IF AND WHEN THEY BELIEVE WE 
·· HAVE ADDITIONAL MEASURES IN MIND, THEY WILL MEET OUR 

DEMANDS F'OR RETURN QF PUEBLO AND CREW. THEY WILL NOT 
·. ALTER THEIR POLICY OF DELIBERATE HUMILIATION OF' US, HE 

1 SAID, IF' THEY- DO NOT SENSE DETERMINATION ON OUR "SIDE. 

3. HE ASKED ME WHAT !--THOUGHT. I SAID IT LOOKED TO 
. · ME AS THOUGH THE NK'S MAY BE APPROACHING S0ME!HING LIKE 

, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE "YOU-STOP-THE-BOM3ING-AND-WE'LL-
: TALK" PLOY. IN THEIR CASE THE NK'S MAY TELL U-S "YOU-

.. ~;. ' - ,; ~ ., -.i.. .. 

• 

i. 
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PAGE 3 RUALOS 3$352 ! ! e RE T 
WITHDRAW-YOUR-NAVAL-AND-AIR-STRENGTH-FROM-ROK-AND­
WE'LL-TALK-ABOUT-YOUR-SHIP-AND-CREW." IN NEITHER CASE, 
OF COURSE, WAS THERE MUCH PROSPECT OF ANYTHING SUBSTAN­
TIAL. I SAID THIS WAS MY OFF-THE-CUFF REACTION AND WAS 
NOT AN OFFICIAL ESTIMATE, AS I HAD NOT YET HEARD FROM 
YOU ON THE SUBJECT. 

4. PARK SAID WE MUST BE CAREFUL, THAT THEY HAD PROVED 
TIME AND AG·AIN "THAT THEY CANNOT BE TRUSTED. HUMILIATION 
OF THE us·~s THEIR GOAL, HE SAID, AND "YOUR PRESTIGE 
IS ROK PRESTIGE." 

_,: 5. HE THEN TOOK UP MATTER OF PUBLIC OPINION, AND THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VIEW OF THE SITUATION, ALL OF THIS 
ALONG LINES KNOWN TO YOU, BUT WITH CERTAIN IDEAS ADDED • 

. ! HE REMA~KED THAT THE NKIUS PRIVATE MEETINGS ARE STIRRING 
UP ADVERSE COMMENT HERE AND EXPRESSED A PREFERENCE CI 
WOULD NOT SAY IT WAS STRONGER THAN THAT) FOR FUTURE 
MEETINGS IN PUBLIC, OR, IF CLOSED MEETINGS CONTINUE . TO 
BE NECESSARY, A ROK REPRESENTATIVE SHOULD BE PRESENT. 

\' PAGE 4 RUALOS 3935E--S E C R E t 
'PUBLIC MEETINGS, OR CLOSED MEETINGS WITH A ROK OFFICER PRESENT, 
WOULD DO MUCH TO REASSURE THE PUBLIC. FACT O.F MATTER, HE SAID, 

;° IS THAT ROK· SIDE OF PROBLEM, I.E. DMZ VIOLATIONS AND RAIDS BY 
: NK, NOT BEING DISCUSSED IN ANY FORUM AT PRESENT • 

. 1 

1 6. I SAID THAT HE KNEW WE DEEPLY APPRECIATED HIS PATIENCE I~ 
ALL THESE MATTERS, AND HIS CONCURRENCE IN MEETINGS WE FOUND IT 
DESIRABLE TO HAVE. HE CAN SEE KEY POSITION OCCUPIED BY MEN OF 
PUEBLO IN THIS PROBLEM ANP HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THAT ENABLED US 
TO SOUND OUT THE ADVERSARY WHEN OTHER CHANNELS HAD FAILED. IT 
IS SOtt:ET IMES NECESSARY, I WENT ON, FOR PRES I DENTS TO WITHHOLD. 

' INFORMATION TEMPORARILY IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST, TO FACE PRESS 
1 

AND PUBLIC CRITICISM WHILE -THEY ARE DOING SO, AND THIS SEEMED TO 
: BE ONE SUCH CASE. I WOULD OF. ,COURSE TRANSMIT HIS COMMENTS AND, 

··-.t AS HE KNEW, THEY WOULD COMMANP ATTENTION AT OHR HIGHEST LEVELS • 
• 
i 7. I SAID I WOULD COMMENT NOW, HOWEVER, ON THE MATTER OF A 
;· PUBLIC MA.C MEETING-. THESE USUALLY TURN IN!O PROPAGANDA DISPLAYS' 
; AND AS StiCH CAUSE IMPORTANT MATTERS TO BE DRAWN OUT FOR WEEKS 
; AND MONTHS LONGER ' THAN MIGHT BE NECESSARY WERE THEY DEALT WITH 

, . .. .. . ~ ' ' . . ' ,. 

... 
. . 
SECRE'f 

---·•--·-·-· --·-·- ·--- -·--· 

...... 
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PAGE 5 RUALOS 3935E ~ 2 C R. E i 
IN CLOSED SESSION. TRUE, AS HE SAID, THE CORRESPO NDE NTS COULD 
BE PRESENT AND COULD AT LEAST PUBLICIZE OUR STATEMENTS. TROU3LE 

· IS, THEY USUALLY GIVE AS MUCH TIME AND SPACE TO THE PROPiO.GMlDA 
• OF THE ADVERSARY AND WE END UP NO BETTER OF'F. I WOULD · SOU ND our 
·. MY PEOP_LE ON THIS GENERAL SUBJECT - AND WOULD COME BACK TO H-IM. 
; (SEE COMMENT BELOW ON ADVISABILITY Or TRYING TO SET UP OPEN MAC 

MEETING TO DISCUSS DMZ VIOLATIONS ONLY.) 

: 8. I DID NOT COM'MENT ON SUGGESTION THAT ROK MIGHT BE PRESENT 
'. AT CLOSED MEETINGS. WE ARE LIKELY TO MAKE MORE PROGRESS wr TH 
'. NK'S IF THER IS NO ROK PRESENCE AT THESE MEETINGS. 

9. COMMENT: PLEASE GIVE M~ YOUR VIEWS ON DESIRABILITY OF 
: ANOTHER OPEN MAC MEETING ON DMZ VIOLATIONS ONLY. IT IS. POSS!BLC: 
: TH AT SUCH A MEET I NG WOULD EVOKE NK RI PO STE WI TH PUEBLO ST AT EM2:NT, 

BUT ALSO POSSIBLE, IF WE MADE NG MENTION OF PUEBLO, THAT THEY WOULD 
~ TAKE THAT AS INDICATION WE WISH CONTINUE PRIVATE TALKS WITH THEM --. 
\ ON THAT SUBJECT. WHAT I AM TRYING TO DO IS FIND DEVICE - WHICH WILL 
: MEET PARK'S PUSLIC OPINION (ASSEMBLY, PARTY, INTELLECTUALS, 
:' MILITARY) PROBLEM HERE WITHOUT INTERFERING WlTH OUR NK CONTACT 

t· 
1 PAGE 6 RUALOS 3·935E_. E e F< E I 

ON PUEBLO. 

10. IT WOULD ALSO HELP US GREATLY IF YOU COULD ARRANGE EARLY 
DELIVERY T.0 KIMPO AIRPORT BY LARGEST AIRPLANES AVAILABLE OF 
SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF - COUNTERINSURGENCY ITEMS ALREADY PROMISED 
ROK, IF THEY ARE PRESENTLY AVAILABLE. WE WOULD TAKE CARE TO 
HAVE ADEQUATE PRESENCE OF ELEMENTS MENTIONED ABOVE, .AS WELL AS 
ALL ELEMENTS OF LOCAL AND FOREIG~ PRESS. THIS KIND OF THING, 

~ IF PROPERLY HANDLED, MIGHT ALSO AID US IN OUR PALAVER ' WITH THE 
NK'S • . PLEASE COMMENT · SOONEST ON THIS POSSIBILITY • 

11. THE EXCELLENT SUPPORT YOU HAVE GIVEN ME HAS MADE ALL THE 
DIFFERENCE AT THI·s ·END. GP-3. PORTER 

:· BT 

•• ~ t - • - ' .. # ' ~- ,.., ,,., , . • - ... , ,I• • • 
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February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: 

The attached memorandum summarizes 
possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh ha• not yet begun. 

General Glnsburgh prepared lt for 
Mr. Roatow, who laaot ln the 
o!flc e at the moment. 

Bromley Smith 

{' 
5 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J iD- :Je>S- . 

By ~ , NARA Date ,- 2.,,.,g 
Sunday, February 4i 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

I would speculate that there are two possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet materialized: 

Our B-52 and tactical air attacks may have upset their timing -­
especially if the air bombardment actually put their headquarters 
out of operation for a day or·· so. 

They may have planned the ~ttack on Khe Sanh to coincide with a 
second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities 
would be designed to force General Westmoreland to commit his 
reserves. The second round would keep them committed while 
they launched a major assault on Khe Sanh. -

Since the first attacks did not achieve their objectives, it is conceivable 
that the attack might not take place. 

More likely, the enemy would try to carry out its original plan. If so, 
we might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three 
days. Various intelligence reports indicate; for example: 

Attack as early as possible before 5 February. 

General Loan, police director, believes another attack on 
Saigon is scheduled for 4 or 5 February. 

Enemy troop movements in Pleiku · area indicate possibility 
of attack the night of 4 February (today our time). 

-- A second attack is s:heduled for Nha T_rang ten days after 
the first attack (6 or 7 February). .., 

Special communications plans for enemy units the night of 
4-5 February. 

General Qin,:ibu...,.__,._ 

~~ --
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Sunday, February 4 1 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

I would speculate that there are two possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet materialized: 

Our B-52 and tactical air attacks may have upset their timing -­
especially if the air bombardment actually put their headquarters 
out of operation for a day or so. 

They may have planned the attack on Khe Sanh to coincide with a 
second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities 
would be designed to force General Westmoreland to commit his 
reserves. The second round would keep them committed while 
they launched a major assault on Khe Sanh. 

Since the first attacks did not achieve their objectives, it is conceivable 
that the attack might not take place. 

More likely, the enemy would try to carry out its original plan • .. If so, 
we might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three 
days. Various intelligence reports indicate; for example: 

Attack as early as possible before 5 February. 

General Loan, police director, believes another attack on 
Saigon is scheduled for 4 or 5 February. 

Enemy troop movements in Pleiku area indicate possibility 
of attack the night of 4 February (today our time). 

-- A second attack is 11:heduled for Nha Trang ten days after 
the first attack (6 or 7 February). 

~ iT1 co ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Fe-Prva.r'-1 
Jnmil -.y 14, 1968 

Mr. President: 

... .. .. . · 

Herewith Bob Komer reports with some 
enthusiasm the organizational drive of the 
GVN • 

With Ky and Thang at the center of things 
we have, at last, about all the executive 
energy mobilized there c9uld be • 

I£ they see it through, this could be the 
great compensation for the urban attacks. 

j 

.! 
·. l 
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~eM!"IDEN'i'!At 

Sunday, February 4, 1968 

From Komer in Saigon: 

Spurred by U. S. initiative, the. South..Vietnarii'ese:'.O:,;:t1ti;i~ntt,:s:;:;recov:e·cy~i 
tal;l~-force has gotten .ofL t·o ., aJlying sta.~. Vice President Ky has held three 
extensive working sessions with the Prime Minister and relevant ministers, with 
the U. S. side present t;o get the show on the road. 

The Government of South Vietnam decided that while eager to have U. S. help 
at all levels, special recovery program should appear to be primarily Vietnamese. 
We heartily concurred. 

· Ky: ;has;: established a ,,.rotilid·.the. -c1i9~~~00:r;dinat~Q~.9,,ente~. at Independence 
Palac e , under the direction of General Thang as chief coordinator, with my 
deputy, M. G. Forsythe as full-time counterpart. The Prime Minister has 
assigned Minister to Prime Minister Gang to serve full-time with Thang. Under 
them are four coordinating staffs drawn from senior officials of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, civil ministries and MACV /USAID. They cover requirements and 
allocations, resource availability, information and psychological operations, 
and popular participation. 

£~+§~ P. r ~QJ',!JY ... w,tU~!?.:~T~•g_iV,~n7t'd t~~~~;~~-~t~t.a:ticm':;°or~~~Q1).1NDQ&.,qfJ,. e 
&~~&9.,B:. ~1:' ~e.:,.,.a .$;;-i.~1:ik~Ui~s:;~ui;it;i.;.;$.ii;µi,tj:,Q~~~~p;~t. Ky des c ri bed three 
maximum efforts: 

A. Military clearing of Viet Cong from Saigon area; 
B. An emergency refugee effort; 
C. A major program to assure adequate food supplies, 

utilizing South Vietnamese air transport -- and U. S. 
if needed. 

q~4_Y.r:s Jia.ve: gone~:Oiit.:rq;;s:ec-up::simi.ta~:.:i:.-p~e~.ia~c..Q.~rdlna:tmgi&bec'ffe;~~'cofys 
~~ ~12r9,yi.P.,s1=. le:vel::~,There will be a se1>arate one for Saigon under Mayor Cua, 
with U. S. AID handling U. S. participation. 

A,;, good sta~;:}Ja.:s:;a:!.!'::9.~·¢!y\ p,.~t':f.f;'Ol~:~~ at surveying damage, keeping vital utilities 
going, refugee care, identi~ying food stocks. Initial needs will be to coordinate 
security and relief operations, which involves resolving numerous bottlenecks. 
2500 Revolutionary Development cadre will be brought in from Vung Tau and 
divided into 250 ten-man teams to help in relief work. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ f/1,,-/93 

By <;/4: , NARA DateJ/·3-~7 
CGP.iFIDBN'i'IAI... 



February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the Kosygin message 
and the draft response revi1ed 
as you di rected. 

I await your guidance before 
calllna Secret arie1 Ruak and 
McNamara. 

W. W. Roatow 



Februa~ 4, 1968 
Draft reapon■e from the President to Kosygin 

1. For many months, infiltration from North Korea across the DMZ had 

been increasing. There were about 50 incidents initiated by the North 

Koreans in 1966; there were more than 500 in 1967. We have reports 

that there were some trying to per■uade No:rth Korea to open a second 

front . Then, within a few day■ , a North Korean mission was intercepted 

in Seoul with orders to assassinate Pre■ident Pak, and a U.S. veaael was 

seized in international waters . Against this background and confronted with 

these facts, adequate air and naval forces are now ln the vicinity of 

South Korea. 

Z. In the light of your message of yesterday, I have requested that there be 

no further buildup of our air and naval forces at this time, and that the 

Enterprl■e proceed on its ori1inal mission. 

3. We agree that a prompt settlement of this matter la in the common interest. 

Thie means, of course, the prompt return of the Pueblo and its crew. I would 

suggest that their return sometime within the next two days could lle regarded 

aa "prompt. " 

4. If the ship and its crew are returned, tension in the Korean area would be 

considerably relieved, and I believe that forces there could then be phased 

down. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129, , c. 3.6 
NLJ Qt, - t'J 

By Ct, , NARA Date tl·~·t l 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

1:30 p. m. 

February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: 

The attached memorandum summarizes 
possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet begun • 

General Ginsburgh prepared it for 
·Mr. Ro stow, who is not in the 
office at the moment •. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 
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Sunday, February 4, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

I would speculate that there are two possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet materialized: 

Our B-52 and tactical air attacks may have upset their timing - -
especially if the air bombardment actually put their headquarters 
out of operation for a day or so. 

They may have planned the attack on Khe Sanh to coincide with a 
second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities 
would be designed to force General Westmoreland to commit his 
reserves. The second round would keep them committed while 
they launched a major assault o'.n Khe Sanh. 

Since the first attacks did not achieve their objectives, .it is conceivable 
that the attack might not take place. 

More likely, the enemy would try to carry out its original-plan. If so, 
we might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three 
days. Various intelligence reports indicate; for example: 

By 

Attack as early as possible before 5 February. 

General Loan, . police director, believes another attack on 
Saigon is scheduled for 4 or 5 .February. 

Enemy troop movements in Pleiku area indicate possibility 
of attack the night of 4 February (today our time). 

A second attack is s:heduled for Nha Trang ten days after 
the first attack (6 or 7 February). 

Special communications plans for enemy units the night of 
4-5 .February. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NL,J 96- .2os 

~ , NARA Date 7- ~D-,fr 

General Ginsburgh 

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Presid.ent; 

Herewith two sober, well- balanced 

asses.sments. by Westy and Abrams plus Bunker's 

response on handling the press. 

1. Westy on the over-all situation. 

2. Abrams on how th:Delta took the 

attacks and responded -- on the whole, heartening. 

3. Bunker's specific suggestions, 

which require your judgement. 

. . -. .. . --·: •·-:·: : 
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ZCZCQAA775 · 
00 YEKADS 

. I . 

' .... 
DE YSNKQA 8 0351531 
0 041522Z ZYH ZFF-5 
FM GEN WHEELER CJCS WASR DC ,. 
TO .MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC 
MR RUSK STATE DEPT WASH DC 
MR HELMS CIA 
Z 040959Z ZYH ZFF3 . 

1%8 FEB . 4 

FM GENERAL WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV, .'SAIGON 
TO GENERAL WHEELER, -· CJCS, WASHDC . . 
INFO ADMIRAL SHARP, CINCPAC 'HAWAII · 
AMB BUNKER SAIGON . 
ZEM I -

S E C R Ei t MAC O 161 EYES ONLY · . 

.. 
,:,':· 

,,··;·· '. 
. ·, ... 
' .. 

REF CJCS MSG 03160GZ · . 
AFTER NEARLY ' FIVE DAYS . Of WIDESPREAD . FIGHTING, · THE TRUE , DIMENSIONS . ,; 

OF THE .. S-ITUAT ION ARE BE GINN ING TO -EMERGE. . . . . · 
· _ FROM A REALISTIC POINT OF VIEW WE MUST. ACCEPT THE FACT TH..4T · THE 
ENEMY ·.}{AS DEALT THE GVN A SEVERE' BLOW. HE HAS BROUGHT THE WAR· TO THE· 
TOt!NS AND THE CITIES AND HAS INFLICTED DAMAGE AND CASUALTIES ON· THE 
POPULATION. HOMES HAVE BEEt~ DESTROYED; DISTRIBUTION OF THE NECESSITIES 
OF' LIFE HAS BEEN INTERRUPTED. DAMAGE HAS BEEN _ INFLICTED TO THE toe·· s 
AND THE ECONOMY HAS BEEN DISRUPTED. MARTIAL LAW HAS BEEN INVOKED, WITH 

STRIN.GENT CURFEWS IN THE · CITIES~ -THE PEOPLE HAVE FELT DIRECTLY THE 
IMPACT OF THE WAR-. - - . . . • , 

- A TREt4ENDOUS CHALLtNGE HAS BEEN . POSED TO THE GVN TO RESTORE STABIL.ITY 
AND TO AID THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE SUFFERED~ . . . . . , ·' 

. THE ENEMY HAS PAID A HIGH PR ICE . FOR HIS EFFORTS. HIS LOSSE·s FROM 
291800H TO 041200H STAND AT 15,595 KIA, -·3,122 INDIVIDUAL "WEAPONS AND 
682CREW · SERVED WEAPONS. HE HAS COMMITTED .A LARGE PERCENTAGE OF, HIS 
LOCAL FORCES, SAPPER UN.ITS, AND VC MAIN FORCE UNITS INTO THE BAJTLE. 
OUR ESTIMATE INDICATES ABOUT ?~,ooo. WE DO NOT . KNOW, AT THIS TIME, HOW . 
MUCH OF HIS GUERRILLA FORCE AND :INFRASTRUCTURE HAVE BEEN COMMITTED 
BUT, IN THE TOWNS AND CITIES, IT , MUST BE A SIGNIFICANT PORTION. AGAIN 
OUR ESTIMATE WOULD BE AS HIGH AS 10,000 ALL OF THESE FORCES HAVE BEEN . 

. BADLY HURT, sor1E HAVE BEEN W !PED OUT. THE ENEMY HAS REALLY FAILED TO . 
ACHIEVE HIS OBJECTIVES. _POLITICALLY, THERE HAVE BEEN NO UPRISINGS, . 
IDNE OF THE TOWNS WHICH HE PENETRATED ARE NO-W r{ELD BY HIM, ALTHOUGH HE 
SfILL IS HOLDING OUT IN PARTS ' OF A FEW SIGNIFICANT PLACES SUCH AS HUE, 
KONTUM CITY, DALAT, SAIGON AND IS CONTINUING TO LAUNCH NEW ATTACKS 
AGAINST . NUMEROUS TOWNS iN IV CTZ. SPECIFICALLY, IN THE DELTA THE BATTLE 
SURGES IN AND OUT OF THE TOWNS, SOME BEING HIT REPETITIVELY, OTHERS. . 
TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED AND THEN FREED BY FRIENDLY REACTION FORCES. AS OF .. ·,-. 

,;:- '\.,,; ·'·\ 
.. _?·.· •. ,,: 

•·~: ,.\ ,ff ~l 

' . 
' ·, 

' . 
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-T}US :wRlTING, HE HAS NO. s· -'HFI.CANT HOLD ~bN: ANY TOWN .·."l IV crz. 
MILITARILY, THE ENEMY hnS FAILED IN ·tt1s•>OBJECTIVE~ .1ND HAS NOT 

BE!N ABLE TO SUSTAIN' HIS ATTACKS. THUS, HE HAS DEt10NSTRATED THE LACK OF 
~ BASIC CAPABILITY TO DO SO. ALL OF OUR AIRFIELDS ARE OPERATIONAL 
DESPITE HIS ATTACKS • . WE HAVE LOST A NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT BUT THESE HAVE 
N'J.T SERIOUSLY INFLUENCED -·OUR ABILITY TO CONTINUE ALL FACETS OF· AIR 
SUPPORT. HE HAS FAILED TO BREAK COMMUNICATIO~S. IN F1'CT, THROUGHOUT THIS 
BATTLE' COMMUNICATIONS HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY DEPENDABLE. HE HAS FAILED To· 
DESTROY ANY FRIENDLY 'UNITS, ALTHOUGH FRIENDLY CASUALTIES DURING THE· . 
FIVE DAY SPAN ARE THE HEAVIEST OF THE WAR. AS OF 041200H, THEY STAND 
AT 415 U.S. KIA, 904 ARVN KIA, 13· FW KIA AND 2,385 U.S. WIA, 2,705 
A.11VN WIA AND 102 FW WIA. . . . 

ALL FW AND AiiVN FORCES HAVE THE STRENGTH, DISPOSI.TION, .AND ARE IN 
THE PROPER FRAME OF MIND . TO KEEP AT .THE ENEMY AND INFLICT EVEN GREAT­
ER LOSSES IF HE PERSISTS IN THE ATTACK. AND, SINCE MANY OF HIS NVA/VC 
MAIN ... FORCES HAVE NOT BEEN COMMITTED, .WE MUST .' ACCORD HlM THE CAPABILITY 
OF A SECOND CYCLE OF ATTACKS EITHER AGAINST THE POPULATED. AREAS OR 
MJST LIKELY, IN THE DMZ AND OTHER AREAS OF .NVA CONCENTRATION. THESE MAY 

.. COME IN CONCERT. , . 
I HAVE NO DOUBT OF THE AB.ILITY OF THE FW FORCES TO MEET THIS RENEWAL • 

. ' 

ALSO, I BELIEVE THE ARVN 'HAS -DEMONSTRATED -THAT ·rt · CAN AND WILL FIGHT 
VALIA~TLY TO STEM THIS ENEMY SURGE. AS FOR · ARVN PERFORMANCE, THERE iS 
ID QUESTION BUT THAT · THEY WERE CAUGHT IN A "PRE-TET" POSTURE. _WE DO · 
NOT HAVE FULL -DETAILS, BUT THERE IS SOME EVIDENCE THAT ·UNITS · WERE 
REDUCED BY TET LEAVE. AND WERE NOT FULLY ALERT DESPITE PRESIDENTS 
THIEu· s ASSURANCE TO .ME THAT 50 PERCENT. OF EACH UNIT WOULD BE ON THE 

. ALERT. FROM THE OPENING OF THE FlGHTING, · HOWEVER, THEY HAVE MOVED 
THEIR FORCES RAPIDLY AND. TOWARDS THE BATTLES, AND THE TROOPS HAVE FOUGHT 
WELL. THEY ARE CARRYING .THE BRUNT OF THE CITY· FIGHTING, WITH THE U.S. 
FORCES WORKING ON THE OUTSKIRTs; .•:, OR IN COOPERATIVE OPERATIONS IN THE 
MORE CRITICAL TOWNS. I AM CONFIDENT THAT. THE ARVN APPRECIATES THE 
ENOR~ITY OF THE TASKS AHEAD AND, ALTHOUGH THE ~IGH COMMAND IS UNDER­
STANDABLY ENGROSSED IN CLEARING THE CAPITAL, THE REST OF THE MACHIN­
ERY IS FUNCTIONING. THE FULL IMPACT ·OF ARVN LOGISTICAL .LOSSES HAS NOT 
BEEN DETERMINED. 

THE IMMEDIATE TASK - FACING US IS TO COMPLETE THE . CLEAN UP OF 
ENEMY FORCES IN THE ,C!TIES. . . • . 

IN HUE, THE BATTLE IS STILL _ GOING ON. FIVE ARVN BATTAL!Ot-JS AND 
ONE u.s. -MARINE BATTALION ARE OPERATING IN THE CITY. 2 BATTALIONS OF 
THE 1ST CAV ARE EMPLOYED OUTSIDE THE CITY. I AM ,HOPEFUL THAT THE NEXT 

FEv1 DAYS WILL SEE THE SITUATION CLEANED UP. · . 
. IN KONTUM, ORGANIZED RESISTA~bE HAS STOPPED AND .FRIE~DLY FORCES . ARE 

lf,QPPING UP. WE HAVE A U.S. INFANTRY BATTALION WITH APC'S AND TANKS, AND 
AN ARVN INFANTRY BATTALION IN AND AROUND THE CITY. THE ENEMY HAS 
SUFFERED HEAVY CASUALTI£5 IN !HE AREA~ 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 

850 

I • 

.. ·, 
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0 041523Z ZYH ZFF-5 
FM GEN WHEELER CJCS -
TO MR RdSTOW WHITE HOUSE. WASH-DC 
~ffi RUSK STATE D£PT WASH DC 
MR HELMS CIA . .. 
O 041244Z ZYH ZFF3 

RECEIVED 
ViHCA 

1968 FEB 4 · 16 f o 

FM GEN WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV, SAIGON · 
TO GEN WHEELER, CJCS, WASHDC . 
INFO ADM SHA~P CINCPAC HAWAII 
AMB BUN.KER C?ASS TO MR. CHILLEMI>-. 

· ZEM . . 
~ Q W FI Pi N ·TI AL MAC 01628 EYES ONLY 

, .. ,: "" 
~ .... ~ ........ , ... ,. . ...... ' 

DEa.AS.mm> 
Authority f)c C/zv/o-/CJ -?<f 
By~ , NARA, Date ..:l-.3-9~ .. 

1. FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OBTAI NED TODAY BY 
GENERAL ABRAMS IN VISIT TO ' IV CTZ MAY BE USEFUL AS BACKGROUND · 
FOR TELECAST • 

2. LTC DU, PROVINCE CHIEF, . KIEN HOA PROVINCE, WAS AT HIS 
PLACE OF DUTY IN PROVINCE HEADQUARTERS IN BIEN TRE CITY. HIS 
FAMILY vlAS AT FAMILY HOME IN SAIGON~ AT 0230 HOURS, VC ENTERED 
}{)ME AND MURDERED HIS FAMILY. ALTHOUGH LTC DU WAS ADVISED 
OF THiS TRAGEDY, , HE CARkIED ON DURING ·lHE HEAVY ATTACKS ON HIS 
HEADQUA:i!ERS.- , HE DISPLAYED REAL LEADERSHIP "AND 0RG.4NlZATI0NAL 
ABILITY IN THE .FAC~,:-o .F THE RUTHLESS VC TERRORISM IN BIEN TRE IN 
WHICH THOUSANDS OF. HOME WERE DESTROYED. HE COlHINUED TO 
WORX AROUND THE CLOCK >ro HELP HIS PEOPLE. . 
·· ·3~·- GE NERAL, TRI;··;COMMANDER 9TH ·ARVN DIVISION WAS AT HIS 
OPERATIONS CENTER At ·<·sA DEC Of~ 310200 , AT WHICH 'TIME THE . VC 
:,ENTEf.ED HIS HOME IN THE CITY. NOT FAR FROM HIS OPS CENTER. HIS 
::FA~HL. Y WAS NOT IN HIS·. HQ USE. UPON LEARN ING OF ·tHE VC RAID, : - · 
GENERAL TRI SENT A PLATOON TO . DESTROY THE VC. IT SUCCEEDED 
IN DRIVING OFF THE VC AND CAPTURED ONE PRISONER. UPON IN­
TERROGATION IT LAS LEARNED THAT THE VC MISSION WAS TO CAPTURE 
THE GE NERAL AND HIS FAMILY AND FORCE HIM TO CALL FOR · HIS 
CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY. WITH THESE. HOSTAGES, THE VC 
WERE TO GIVE GENERAL TRI THE ·CHOICE OF TURNING OVER HIS 

· DIVISIO r'1 OR ALL WOULD BE ·EXECUTED. 
~ 1 4. GENERAL THAN, CO~MANDER 7TH ARVN DIVISION; WAS AT 
_; ·HIS HEADQUARTERS WHEN THE VC ATTACK WAS INITIATED • . DURING 

.- . THE BATTLE A VC PLAN WAS CA-PTURED · WHICH DETAILED THE 

... MISSION OF CAPT UR ING GENERAL THANH AND HIS HEADQUARTERS · FOR · 
. THE SAME PURPOSE AS DESCRIBED ABOVE IN · THE CASE OF GE.NERAL TRI. 

5. THE SIGNIFICANT FEATURE IN ALL OF THE ABOVE INCIDENTS rs 
THAT THE PRINCIPALS WEi<E AT THEIR POSTS OF DUTY WHEN ' THE 
ATTACKS WERE INITIATED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ,~THIS WAS 
DURING THE TET PERIOD. THEIR ATT.ENTION TO DUTY UNDOUBTEDLY 
'SAVED THEIR LIVES AND PRIMt{RIL~( CONTRIBUTED . TO THE SUCCESSFUL 

. DEFENSIVE ACTIONS OF GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE DELTA. . .. 
6. GENERAL ABRA~fS DISCUSSED THE; DELTA SITUATION WITH f'1R~ 

ffiTTRELL, DEPUTY FOR CORDS AND COLONEL HILL, MILITARY .DEPUTY 
IN THE IV CTZ. THESE OFFICERS HAD JUST COMPLETED A TOUR OF ALL · 

· 16 PROVINCES IN IV CTZ AND TALKED . W°ITH .EVERY PROVINCE CHIEF . . 
AND THEIR US ADVISORS. THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE VC A.TTACKS. · · 
TC: (~OJ:'t\.T 1'\.l!i:'~ -:' C.TTM ~ T :::'. .l'\llt:'1'.'I . -s6 6 0 0 u,...., .,. ,.. oeo.,.,..,.,,.,e ,-,. .._ . ....,._ 
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OF TKlS TRAGEDY, .HE CARkIED ON DURING THE HEAVY ATTACKS ON HIS 
HEAD~JA:1TERS. HE DISPLAYF,.. REAL L-EADERSltIP AND OR GANT .. 4T lONAL 
AB ILlTY IN THE FACE OF Th- RUTHLESS VC TERR.OR ISM IN ,_ ,iN TRE IN 
WiUCH THOUSANDS OF HOME WERE DESTROYED. HE. COl~TINUED TO 
WORK AROUND THE CLOCK TO HELP HIS PEOPLE. . .. . .. . . 

3. GENERAL TRI, C0M~ANDER 9TH ARVN:DIVISION WAS AT HIS 
OPERATIONS CENTER AT SA DEC ON 310200, AT WHICH 'TIME THE VC 
ENTERED HIS HOt4E IN THE CITY NOT .FAR FROM HIS OPS CtNTER. HIS 
FA~lIL'Y wA·s NOT IN HIS HOUSE. UPON LEARNING, OF THE ~vc RAID, 
GENERAL TRI SENT A PLATOON ro· DESTROY THE vc. IT SUCCEEDED 
IN DRIVING OFF THE VC AND ' CAPTURED ONE PRISONER.· UPON I~­
TERROGATION IT LAS LEARNED THAT THE VC MISSION WAS TO CAPTURE 
THE GENERAL AND HIS FAMILY AND FORCE HH4 TO CALL Fo·R HIS 
CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY. WITH THESE HOSTAGES, THE .. VC 
WERE TO GIVE GENERAL TR I. THE "CHOICE OF TURNING· OVER HIS 
DIVISION OR ALL WOULD BE EXECUTED. 

4. GENERAL THAN, COMMANDER 7TH ARVN D'!VISION; WAS AT 
HIS HEADQUARTERS WHEN T.HE VC ATTACK WAS IN!TIATED •. DURING . 
THE BATTLE A VC PLAN WAS CAPTURED .. ·WHICH DETAILED THE . 
MISSION OF CAPTURING. GENERAL THANH .A.ND .-.. HIS HEADQUARTERS FOR. 
THE SAME PURPOSE AS D.ESCRIBED ABOVE IN tHE CASE OF GENERAL TRI. 

5 •. THE SIGNIFICANT FEATURE IN ALL ·oF T.HE ABOVE. INCIDE,NTS IS 
THAT THE PRINCIPALS WE~E AT THEIR POSTS OF DUTY WHEN THE 
•ATTACKS WERE.INITIATED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED·.THAT THIS WAS 
DURING THE TET PERIOD. THEIR ATTENTION TO o·urY UNDOUBTEDLY 
SAVED THEIR LIVES AND PRUl.ARILY CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESSFUL 
D~FENSIVE ACT IONS, OF GOVERNMENT FORCES IN. THE DELTA. . 

6. GENERAL . ABRAMS DISCUSSED THE DELTA SITUATION WITH MR. 
OJTTRELL, DEPUTY FOR -CORDS AND COLONEL HILL, MILITARY DEPUTY 
IN THE IV CTZ. THESE OFFICERS HAD JUST ·coMPLETED A TOUR OF ALL 
16 PROVINCES IN IV CTZ AND TALKED WITH EVERY PROVINCE CHIEF 
AND THEIR US ADVISORS. (• THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY. THE VC ATTACKS 
IS . GREAT~ THEY EST.IMATE OVER 10,000 HOMES DESTROYED AND 
APPROXIMATELY i25,000 PEOPLE HOMELESS. GENERAL ABRAMS .. 
CONSIDERID IT SIGNIFICANT, THAT ALL·~·PROVINCES WITHOUT EXCEPT ION, 
HAD ALREADY INITIATED' REORGANIZATION OF THEIR AREAS,· . . 
APPOINTED RELIEF COMMITTEES, AND WERE PROVIDING THE HOMELESS 
vlITH FOOD, CLOTHING ' AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. FOOD KITCHENS · 
WERE FEEDING PEOPLE WITHOUT FACILITIES~ THERE APPEARED. TO.· 
BE AN INTENSE DESIRE BY PROVINCE CHIEFS TO ·sHOW THEIR PEOPLE 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MORE.TO OFFER THAN DO THE VC •. 
IT ~!AS -ALSO INTEREST ING ·ro NOTE THAT PEOPLE· ·vJERE HELPING 
EACH OTHER, GIVING. UTENSILS AND FOOD TO.THE DESTITUTE, 
INDICATING THAT IN.A-REAL CRISIS, VIETNAMESE PEOPLE· 

.DO BAND TOGETHER FOR THE COMMON,WtLFARE. WITHO-t!T. 
EXCEPTION, PROVINCE CHIEFS STATE THAT .THEY WOULD COPE WITH 
FOOD AND CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS WITHOUT. OUTSIDE HELP. THEY WILL 
NEED 'MONEY AND BUILDING MATERIALS.· THE. DETERMINATION . . · 
AND WILL OF THE DELTA LEADERSHIP TO CARE FOR THE·IR PEO'PLE 
IS.AN ENCOURAGING D~VELOPMENT. ·· ,, 

SSO HOTE DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
820 
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FM AMB BUNKER SAIGON .445 DE~mED 

Authority .4'Ye /4?, ~ ~ -?9 TO THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVE FOR MR ROSTOW . 
. - · . By~ , NARA, ~Date ;?~.3~ ~ :-· 

REF: CAP 80386 · . . . . . . 
1. · WE STY AND' I .. WILL, . OF COURSE, BE RESPONSIVE To THE PRESIDENt' S 
i.rrsHEs. WESTY GAVE EXCELLENT COMPREHENSIVE PRESS BRIEFING LAST 

-FRIDAY AND 'WILL GlVE. ONE TOMORROW ALSO;. EARLIER FRIDAY, HE WAS 
PRECEDED ·3 Y. GENERAL WEYAND -WHO DID FIRST RATE JOB. HE HAD TO BE 
-IN FIELD ·YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND GENERAL CHAISSON FILLED IN FOR HIM, 
ALSO TURNING IN ExciLLENT PERFORMANCE • . 1- HAVE GIVEN TWO STATEMENTS 
TO PRESS, RADIO, AND TV AND HAD BACKGROUND CONFERENCE WITH PRESS , 

. YESTERDAY. . 
2. · WEST'{, BARRY ZORTHIAN, AND I WOULD .LIKE TO MAKE A · SUGGESTION. 
WE BELtU:)QE TH.4T \vESTY CAN. BE MORE EFFECT IVE AND HAVE MORE IMPACT 
WITH T~ PRESS lF HE DOES -NOT MAKE HIS BRIEFING A DAILY EVENT. · IF ' IT 
BECOMES ROUTINE, , ITS SIGNIFICANCE TENDS TO DIMINISH. ANOTHER READ­
ING MIGHT BE THAT IF THE TOP COMMANDER HAS TO APPEAR DAILY THE . 
SITUATION HERE MUST BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS, · CERTAINLY·I10RE - SERIOUS . 
THAN WE BELIEVE IT TO BE. 
IF, AS IS CASE NOW, ENEMY ACTIVITY TAPERS OF'F AND CLEANUP PROGRESSES 
THERE w ILL BE LESS NEWS AND WE FELL THAT IF WESTY WERE TO GIVE A 
BRIEFING AT TIMES HE AND I THINK APPROPRIATE, SAY EVERY TWO OR 
THREE DAYS, IT WOULD HAVE MAXIMUM IMPACT WITH THE PRESS • . 
3·. I WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE COMMENTS ON THE NON-MILITARY COURSE 
OF .EVENTS AT APPROPRIATE TIMES AS YOU SUGGEST. ~ 
4.. WE WOULD APPRECIATE · YOUR REACT ION TO THE ABOVE SUGGEST IONS. 
5. ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, ORGANIZATION OF THE JOINT GVN-US TASK 
FORCE GOT UNDERWAY .YESTERDAY. AT t-1EETING WITH KY. PRESlDING, 
IT WAS AGREED THAT PUBLICLY IT WOULD BE A GVN TEAM W IT'ff'U. S. IN . .. . · 

. SUPPORT ING ROLE. ACTUALLY IT WILL FUNCTION AS WE HAD.:'-S:l)GGESTE.D ': , .. 
(SAIGON 17607) WITH U.S. HAVING FULL PARTICIPATION WITH\ilEINAMESE. 
BOB KOMER WAS PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF FIRST MEETING YESTERDAY AND ;_ 
I BELIEVE fJ/E SHALL BE ON THE WAY PRONPTL Y. I HAVE REPORTED MORE · . 
FULLY IN MY WEEKLY MESSAGE TO tfiE PRESIDENT,. GETTING OFF TODAY. 
6. I AM ALSO GLAD TO REPORT THAT IN OTHER .ACTIONS MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
HAS RESPONDED NAGNIFICENTLY. IT HAS PRE-EMPTED SERVICES OF SOME "t 

40 ARVN DOCTORS IN SAIGON, AND MINISTER LUY HAS WORKED 
AROUND THE CLOCK FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS. THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKS HAS ALSO PERFORMED EXTRAORDINARILY WELL. REPAIRS WERE . 
QUICKLY MADE TO THE AQUEDUCT IN THE CITY AND ALL OF SAIGON HAS WATER. 
FOOD SUPPLIES ARE AMPLE, AID HAS BEEN ABL-E TO RESTORE POWER 
OUTAGE OF TWO NIGHTS AGO, AND THERE 1S FUEL ON HAD FOR AT LEAST 
TwENTY DAYS• SUPPLIES. YESTERDAY WE PICKED UP GVN LEAFLETS 
SHOWING PICTURE OF VC TERROR KILLING RECOUNTING THE NUMBER OF 
VC -KILLED AND CAPTURED, PRAISING ARVN FOR ITS PROMPT RESPONSE 
TO THE VC ACTION, AND CALLING FOR THE PEOPLE TO STAND FAST IN THE 
FACE OF THE VC, 
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'. ;ai;GH:E'l'/EXDIS 
. Saturday, February 3,. 1968 

Following is text of Kosygin Message: Moscow_ 2683 

"Dear Mr. President: 

11 W e are aware of concen:tration of military forces of the USA in the area. 
o:f the Sea of Japan and Korea, including movement of several large aircraft 
carriei·s, bringing of other naval vessels to Korean coast, and intense r.novement 
of aviation units to bases in South Korea. Tllis is the first concentration of 
this magnitude of U:S. naval;·and aviation forces.in direct proximity of Fa.r 
Ea.stern regions of Soviet Union. · 

This naturally cannot but attr_act the greatest attention._of _· the Soviet -
Government, and I can tell you.:th,at we are following these ·events ~ith:··-- .. 
greatest care. 

-Question occurs tous .what does U.S. intend to achieve and whom is it 
threatening by concentrating its forces in the area of the Sea of-Japan a.nd 
Korea.? All ~eferences to defense needs of USA in this instance it goes · 
without saying must'be rejected.· This concentration clearly. wiU lead to 
results which cannot serve interests of peace in this area .. 

If the Governm.ent of the USA resor,ts to methods of military pressure on 
Korean People's Democratic Repuqlic in connection with question to Ship 
Pueblo, then we find it necessary to . f\ay such activity will not lead to solution 

· oi this que.stion. Quite the reverse:; ~ Attempt to deal with Korean People's 
Democratic Rep:µblic by threats and ·'pressur·1:{· can only lead to impasse in 
sohition° to q\i¢.stion of inte:C-:est to United Stat~s and cause further 'complications 
fraught with gi-~at ·consequences. -

'. . . , : :•.·· ·.. . . ,. .. ,~_ r. , . : ~-

The only ap~'f'6ach which 'tan lead to settlement of question of Ship Pueblo, 
which invaded territorial water of Korean People's Democratic Republic, i's 
one based on respect for sovereignty of Korean People's Democratic Republic. 
We have already e:,,,.-press.ed to you .our conviction about this. I can add that 
if U.S. is interested in creating atmosphere which would' £ac;:ilita'te settlement 
question of $hip Puebl~ ~nd'its crew, USA should not ignore fa.ct that Korean 
People's Democratic Republic like any other State, has its prestige, its 
national dignity and right 'to protect its security. All states must take. this 
into account. 

We propose that U.S. ·, instead of resorting to ultimata and mil~tary threats, . . . . . 
should concentrate on its efforts• on settling conflict by,negotiations with Korean 
People I s Democratic ·Republic. · · ..... 

-eEC?lET/ 19-XDIS .,:,,. 
, . ,, 

\ 
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_,S:.'C~1£T/ :CXDIS -2-

In your message of January 25 you pointed out that increase of tension 
in this a1·1c,1 w(.,,tld not :rnrvCJ interests pi·eservation of international peace. 
We .1gl'-.!<.~ wi.t.h tb.i.~. But it is difficult for us to understand why then there _ is 
con..:,, ,-..t:..·.:..ri0.1 of la:rge American armed forces in this area ·which can lead 
0~1ly to increase in tension and arouse just.indignation of entire world 
com.n-rnnity. · · 

I think you understand that in ou:r -actions we must take into account fact 
. tha·c \Vhat goes on close to our frontiers affects sec':lrity interests of the 
Soviet Union. ·., .. ·.,:_:: :. 

. ' . . . .. . .. . . , 

We procee4·:fram fact that relaxat1on of tension in the are·a of the Far East 
· would se:rve inte·:i.-.~sts of all. But for this it is necessary that all act to 

clef.:::;.a tension. This is indespensable prerequisite. · 

We hope, Mr. President', that you, will giv:e due attention to considerations 
expressed and that actions of USA wil:l serve to facilitate. n_ormalization of 
situation in this a.rea. 

• 

Sincerely, 

A. Kosygin" 

, .. 

SE_CRE'f H::XDIS 

.. 
.) 



lNFOllMA TlON 

Satvday, J"eltnary 3, 1968 
6:10 p.111. 

Mr. PreeWeat: 

Herewith a firn report of 
Prima Mlal•ter Oonea 111 aetloa ... 
feellq Illa way c&-.tlouly, I WCNld 

Jwla•· 

W. W. lto•tow 

A-311, Ju 27, 1968, 
from CaalMrra 

WWRo•tow:rln 
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0 
J..o J l A major task for John G. Gorton, since he has become Prime Minister, o~ USIA NSA • ·• 

1 u ; Jn 7 I has been to clarify his views on key foreign and domestic policy 
~-+---t-'--"-u-t.;;;,;;..~,..._J . issues. Thus far his principal vehicle for doing this has been 

i ;.<+~~~ig,~:o£Dte-levLi•ed,.,.,pr.ess confer-ences. With three ·major appear-

C'\ 
0 

ti\ 
a:: 
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1;,;- ·- • . 
ances now having taken place, more clearly defined attitudes on 
a number of basic questions have emerged. These are summarized 
below. Copies of the pertinent transcripts are enclosed for the 
Department, WeJ.lington, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, and Saigon. 

l Vietnam - The Prime Minister on several occasions has indicated 
l 
1 fuil,--;~.U:pp:o.t't: ;fo:r.: ~-e~.:ts.:t~~g-~Aus ~;F. ~l ;a;!_~P.-4 :u ;.s i.LP£?.:l ~,Ai._e,13.: .;:;·:;Dn peace 
1 talks and ·a bombing cessation, h_e has said that the bombing should _ 

·. halt only when there is a clear indication that Hanoi will not 
l only talk, but also will halt ' the movement of men and supplies into · 
I ; the south. On the other hand, he has indic·ated oppos-it,io~;:;.i!!ll,t 
: t!!eSsive ·increase. in the scale of t,he· bombing•: of the ~prt.M With 

reiardtO . Aus·tral'ia''s-· military"·conmitment"":(ri' Vietnam (nowr.:8000 

! 
! 
\ 

' I 
I 
! 
! 
!· 

l 

· ~R9.P.c~:.:P.~~us ~~-~destr.oyer and . a~rc.~aft.)-,,,:-,~e-.. has--_:~~·ici"'.':th·a."t...,....no·"ftirdi'er' · 
Jncr.~ase.s. wil 1:oe ·made , i~ .. :fo~~!8;J,ev.~l;s. , ~mtJ:es:s::tlf€tE'~s:i:~~~C!!I 

At>c O.l!IPTe ~~~·~~4- ~ 0 Lshangel~iA.n: :.!~}l~!l.faJ:YA~:i.:.QP.-~:~·-::::--· -~.-....... -----~---~· -
Singapore/Malaysia . - On several occasions Gor~i;.oteh'as'.r.::.In'cl.l~ated 
t~t;..he.'.:.fe~l.~ Br~tA_in:';~ ;P.g_llo_u;_J ~'='"-~m _.t~_~s ._a:re~ xe~r-~~~n-~,!. ~'l'-,, J3};)._u:lc­

,J;;ntL9;£ :p,l>l,i_~-~-~!-:'?n.s;-~~<!-.11':~~-rn~~ ional .~r_e_s~~v1sJ_bi1:!;Y.:~ He maintains 
that the cuts could have been better made in Europe or elsewhere. 

0

Enc lo sure :~Jl.~ : 
. Press Conterinces, ~anuary 17-21, 1968 

7 
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At the same time, he has clearly stated that Australia ·has neither 
t~e .Jntention nor .. the capability t.o .tak.e ,pye_:r;.,.::l3J:::i.t:aitt'1f-ro1fi'..;;aft.er1f '. 

._ 1971-.· Re' ha,it~~fa1a·. 'tnar: Au.St!= alia_', ~ __ tn.,i.litary., roledti; the'. ·· are'a . .;, -~ 
~~a:fterT971 remains "to· lf~ ...... de.GJ4~~ . 'l:lPPl.7.:;.. bu!: tqat."Australian : forces. 

·now-·in tne·'area· woufd--remain at, their, pr_es.,~~-tji>leve-f>thro-ugh-~197L1~ 
••·' -• ~:~- - • ✓ •• .. •• •"''• • • ~ ••• •- ,••, • __ ,.;, ~ ,-• -~ •✓~••• •-w•ol ~-'-'- ••:,. "" 

..... ~ --- -•'· ·· -·· --

Australia's Relations with U.S. - He has made clear his view that 
Aus tr al ia must ma:i,ntain .thea .. exis t-ing : clos'e:.·:.r:el.atiorish:tp:,with,.:;;J;:pe.: 
u .· s ~-' a'rid 'fias e~p£.~~s_e.9:_t~-~~ gppe: .,the-t .li.~,i~ani;~build_ UP.. a:d~£ers<?nal,_: 
li·a±son•~~with" President Johnson as _did· Menzies. .. and Holt: •. :..,~~the.,,; 
same- t·iine·; ·he· nas· :s·ald.'.'. -t;.b;a_t . hi:i:..viould not~0be •maki:ng.·;,as .. · ,many__ tr.ip_s.:. 
to' t-Tasn"ing°f'6n""fis-firkd. P-;-i,me Minister Holt,. He, has made· a point of 
rnaYiiig~'Ie"ar . that· 'ne .'fit_;ip_cJii>etvJe.ri~:-mind~d and wil 1 stand up to 
Washington when he bel iev-es Australia'ii'. ''interests· require it. 

Australia's· Relations with Asia - He has reaffirmed, in very gen­
eral terms, ex.~s_tJgg_RoJ;ct~s.: reg~;d.}.ng .At,\~t_r,a.:lian .. :involvement;... 
_in _Asia, .. and has .pra~sed f_orm,er J,'r.ime :m.niste;r::::Jl:Q.l~.{Ii::9~::.b±:_i,ttgi.ng 

.:s:.Asia ano Aui1tr-alia cJQs.er .l::oge.ther.~·- ~He has-' committed himself to 
vis.it v:i.~i:-na~..;..J aud·-;-ther Asian coun_tries as soon as possible' prob-

. ably some time this year, but after April or May·. 

Australia's Relations with Britain - He has made clear his view 
that, with, the . Br~tish pullout fr.om· Singapore/~J~yda,c:At.ts,1:;:i;:_aJia' s 
ties, with'"'.:s;:fa:aili .wil.1-~be....only..- on~s -"of :sentiment¢ He has even in­
dic:ai:ed -that there is some doubt whether he will attend future. 
Commonwealth. Prime Ministers' Conferences~ 

I 

Foreign Aid - He has r~~f:fJ.rriied. jjf.b?.oadf:terms:;;g~'allrigi: a:t.i p~qt;tgq 
:1;e.ies andJ:i.ai;. expressed the view .that Australian economic assistance 
should . be he~·vily concentrated'' in the Singapore/Malaysia/Indonesi,a 
area. At the same time, he has indicated that overall. economic 
assistance levels ,will not b~.:. sigttificaritly·· increased. in: t!:le· near 

.. .:' f-u'turei,, . . ·_Ha.has. gone to· s·o~; length to" emphasize that _economic 
""· (and ini"litary) assistance programs must be limited in magnitude by 

Australia's own national development re.quirements. He· maintains 
that Australia's defense requires rapid national development as 
a foundation to secur;ty. 

Domestic Economy - Without being too specific, Prime Minister 
Gorton has repeatedly driven home the view that, in sorting out 
priorities w:!.th regard, to the use of financial r.esources, Austral1:an# 
own nati,on_a.,l .. development must be _g~x.e.n'..::.tiiehhighesJ;:.,p:t:,j,_i:rvM:Y.- ·, · · 

.. ___ ...,., , . -· . - ,..~ .. '. , .... . ,- •-- ·-~ ·- - . . _.:: .... 
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He has also hammered home the theme that social welfare services 
must be improved and expanded. Wit_h regard to the controversy 
over Holt's decision not to devalue the Australian dollar, and the 
likely impact on Australian industries, he• 1has . ~xpressed support 
for Holt's decision and has indicated that :'.:he ~?uld clo~ely exam­
ine any subsidization measures designed to prop up unaconomic in­
dustries hurt by sterli~g devaluation.·· 

Government Leadership -.In response to questions concerning his 
style of leadership, he has said that 1¥~\ri;J;~ff,no:fl:::.tntena?tfcf15e . . . 
a "chairman· ot 'the ho.a.rd'' but;-;two1,11;gJ:pt;J:i.::\Ude:.Ts'.ti.0:-ifg~persofiff&;fead~ 
·shiP,_ • . He. h.~-s-clear'iy--implied "that any conflict of views between ' 

~ imself and his ministers would be resolved in his favor. 

The Minis try - He has announced q,f~;J;t\'.t~enfio.n~~t'..~..£9.t:J:tt?J±te:¥..iri~ 
j,sJ;_ty_ ·.:...,:i;_q: i?Jze-:. February -or _early.:- March • . Wit.ho,µt going into details, 
he has said that h·e·-would,~-i:o ·tne·' ext·en·t ·po's'sible, ignore senior-
ity and regional representation requirements in order to appoint 
"the best man for the job." 

Federal-State Relationships - He has indicated that the Commonwealth 
Government must provide stronger and more determined guidance to . 
the States £1;,n_ ~¥,®.:':"ctm-~1,J2,9a_!cillf? the~-courl'trf''s rfri~nElat~ r~~'qit,i'=~-~s 
for ~he benefit-.•·of•·:•the- nation 8$_:-a&.._a,i,_n.,~t ,,!A4.~,vi,<;l,µq,:1:,,; '.·$.J~l;ltes. ...... . 

... .. ·- ·· -- ·•·· ,_. -.-.;•····- •·· -- ·•--.-- .-'-•- --- •---a. .... , .. _ t~w.,.;.;,,.,;,,11 .~ · •· _ 

Government's Organization - Without going into detail, he has said 
that 1:1.e . p l~ns to~ s ti::=-aml~in~_,-- i _n: the. :!,;rt_t:~_r.~sJ~·~p_f;_~efJ_i:~j;_gn;~y:;I:.:fhe~ 
E;~deral Government' _s .organiza._~~on "}?y:;· ~.o!l:le~ EealJ,~.c.~Uru1:i-ol%~;te.sp.oni? 
s i:b-tlit~~~g~.r(tir.arJA~~:,ijenartments:.,..,., W..,r.--t;.-~ . . .. :'::!.r.w~:.t:.\t:i:if° 

UNCLASSIFIED 

• 

f.t !t b 
~ 
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Samrday, -,, 3, 1968 
5:30 p. m. 

Mr. Preaideat: 

1 tbiak you will air•• tlu• l• an ocld 
time for the North Vlet:aame•• Charp 
la Vleattane to chat la a da111Dmy way 
with Bill Sulllvua aboG the Saa Allt01alo 
f ormwa, but he appareatly did. 

W. W. llo•tow 

BECHT aUachmeat (Vientiane 4234) 
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,; l •· ti.T CZECHOSLOVAK RECEPTION LAST EVEN I NG, I HAD LO NG EST 
AND MOST SUBSTANTIVE CONVERSATION I HAVE YET HAD WITH 

~ .~ NORTH VIETNAMESE CHARG~'NGUYEN CHANH. IT WAS FIRST TIME -
::: . t HAD SEEN HIM SINCE MY -,RECENT RETURN FROM LEAVE AND HIS. 
~ . RETURN FROM S~ORT TRIP TO HANOI. HE SEEMED GENUINELY .. 

: PLEASED TO SEE ME AND GREETED ME WARMLY.10UR CONVERSATION 
: TOOK PLACE IN PRESENCE RLG tECSTATE FOR RURAL DEVELOPMEN! 
;- · SOUX UPRAVAN AND AND Wti.S MONITORED. CONSPICUOUSLY BY TWO 

POLISH VlTELLIGENCE OFFICERS. "THE CHICOM CHARGE ALSO .CRUISED 
;. , BY. P.. COUPLE· OF "TIMES BUT; DID NOT, RPT · NOl, EAVESDROP; .. ' . . 

·. . . . . :~; . • . ' . • . ; , . , '• ' ' :' . •' ! ,, . . . 
~ - ~ • ' ' ' • • .. .' I . • ' ' ••. ·/ ,' . I ., " ~ -.• , , 

•' . \ . t f . •• • 

le • . \ . ./ .: .· 
-, X .. i ' , 
·; 

4 ~2. CONVERSAT~ON WAS NOT ~PT NOJ cci~CLUSIVE, BUT.COVERED. 
~'. · : .f!, GREAT MA NY PO I NTS OF INTEREST. r WILL·, CI TE SEVZRAL OF' THESE 
r · BELOW TO GIVE GENERAL F'LAVO R ,OF' TALKS, .RATHER THAN Tp, D,RAW . 
k ' ANY CONCLUSIONS FROM THEM. . ·. . 
} ' ' 

i' . . 3 • SA N ti. NT O N I O F' 0 RM UL A : . CH A NH SA I D SA N A NT O N IO F' 0 RM UL ti. , 
r· 'NO MATTZR How ,WE INTER?RETED IT, WAS STILL AN EFFORT TO 
L .. IMPOSE "CONDIJIONS" FOR A CESSATION OF'/: ,BOMBING. HC: SAID 

. t· . HANOI POSITION WAS THAT 'CESS~TION MUST BE .. uNco:mITJONAL." 
. ·!: . · r STRESSED THAT THERE ·w'As GREAT'·DEAL.OF' DIFFE:RENCE BETWEEN ' 
~; ·r · _,AN "ASSUMPTION" 'Mm:A ·~CONDITION." I SUGGESTED HIS GOVERNMENT_/ 
· l . SiUDY· THAT DtF'FERENCE AND DRAW SOME POSITIVE. CONCLUSIONS. 

( ,: AT THIS POnH., ;SOUJ< IN'TERJECTED BENIGN COMMENT THAT "EVERYONE". 
1, . BELIEVES THE · AMERICAN. POSITION '.o.S STIPULATED. RECE:HLY BY ' 

CL I F"F'ORD A ND MCCLOSKEY IS· "REASO NABL,E ... " · CHA ~i'H.\THENt SUBSIDED . .. "· 
ON THIS SUBJECT · AND TURNED' TO OTHER MATTERS. 

~ , ' . . '. . . . . , . , 

r: . 4 •. ~ NO ADVANTAGE" CL.I\ USE: CHA. NH SA ID "NO ADVANT:n.GE" CLAUSE . - • 
; WAS IMP RA CT !CAL . TO ADMINISTER. HE A Sl{ED' HQt,.1 ~ WE COULD . . , , . . ' 

t~.~-~--:-' •·- .-~~.~-,_ ·; · ·;:-.,_.~",L•.1· . · " · ~· .,··'.•;.:; ·/ .· .. . ' · : · : ,.,_: : · ,,::~~ ." : .. ,,::'· · ECLASSiFIED - . 
.. · · .. : .. · · .-.: · •' · :_.'" .. E~O ... 12958, Sec. 3.6 

. ... . sEc.;Re:·r: · NLJ ~~-/ 9'/ 
By df ; NARA Date.r'-6-97 

• ,.J 

.... 

, · 
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B.cG[ ~ ttt!!:m.P.:! ~!0-4*'-i-...ia g C x E I 
D£TERMINE WHETH ER SAME "RYTHM" OF SUPPLY ACTIVITY 1.vAS . 
CONTINUING AFTER BO MBI~G CEASED. I SAID THAT SUCH OET~R­
MINATION WOULD BE OUR PROBLEM AND WE OBVIOUSLY FELT WE .. HAD 
WAYS OF MAKING IT. CHE DID NOT RPT NOT RAISE QUESTION · OF 
RECO M~'JAISSANCE FL'IGHTS.) 

t) 

5. TET ATTACKS IN SOUTH VIETNAM: CHANH SAID THAT HE SUPPOSED 
WE WOULD HAVE CONSIDERED CURRENT SERIES OF "ATTACKS" (SIC) 
IN CITIES OF SOUTH VIETNAM A VIOLATION OF "NO ADVANTAGE" 
CLAUSE IF THEY HAD TA KEN ?LA CE: AFTER THE CESSAT IO~ OF BO MB ING·. 
I FINESSED REPLY TO THIS BY DtSCUSSING RATIONALE fOR CURRENT 
ATTACKS. CH ANH'S ANSWER, WHILE AVOIDING EFFORT CHARACTERIZE· 
THESE ACTIO~S AS GENERAL UPRISING, WAS TO INDICAJE THAT . 
ACTlO~ WAS DESIGNED TO SHOW THAT NLF HAD SUPPORT OF PEOPLE 
AND THAT PEOPLE WE RE OPPOSED TO SAIGON "REGIME FANTOCHE.~ 
I SIAD THAT IT LOOKED TO ME AS THOUGH EFFORT HAD FAILED SINGS 
NO RPT NO POPULAR SUPPORT WAS GENERATED. INSTEAD, THEY HAD . 
EXPOSED AND LARGELY DESTROYED THEIR CLANDESTINE APPARATUS iN 
THE CITIES. MOREOVER, I THOti~HT THEY MISJUDGED PROPA~ANDA -
EFFECT IN U.S. WHERE, IN MY JUDGEMENT, ATTACKS WOULD PRODUCE 

~e.z_ ~ lllJ r4a-F9~ 4 / l 8 fi! € R7F=1' 
REVULSION FOR VIET CONG METHODS AND DISTRUST OF HANOI AS 
NEGOTIATI NG COUNTSRPART - CHANH CONTENTED HIMSELF 
WITH SUGGESTING WE WAIT A FEW DAYS AND SEE THE RESULTS. 
(HIS THOROUGHLY DISPIRITED DEFENSE OF TET ACTIONS SUGGESTED 
THAT HE PERSONALLY MAY NOT RPT NOT HAVE BEEN IN FAVOR 0~ THEM. 

6. INFILTRATION: CHANH TOOK A LINE ON INFILTRATION WHICH 
MARKS A NEW DEPARTURE IN MY EXPERIENCE IN DEALING : w)TH NORTH 
VIETNAMESE. RTHER THA~ CATEGORICALLY ·DENYING · ITS EXISTENCE; 
HE INITI.t..TED P.. DISCUSSION OF" IT IN CONNE·CTION lvITH !{IS 'i::FFORT 
TO · P~OVE THAT MILITARY ACTION HAD POPULAR ~0PPORT. HE SAID 
"LEi us ASSUME FOR THE MOMENT THAT OFFICIAL u;s. - FIGURES 
ON TRdOP INFILTRATION FROM NORTH TO SOUTH ~RE . CORRECT." HE 

·THEN WENT ON TO CONTRAST THESE FIGURES WITH TOTAL FIGURES 
OF U.S., ALLIED, AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCE~ IN EFFORT . TO 
DEMONSTRATE T~AT SMALLER NUMBERS OF NVN AND VC TROOPS 
SURVIVED A ND SUCCEEDED O ~JL:Y 8ECUASE "? EOPLE" SUP?O RIED THE·M. 

7. CHICOMS: At ONE POINT, L MENTIONED VC TACTICS AS 
"RECOM~ANDEES" BY HANOI'S "NEIGHBORS TO THE NO~TH." CHANH, 

?..AG_ :Y ·r::c . l .. .Jl- 3- . ftz&tii ,q S E C R E T 
.WHO"THOUGYT I HAD SAID "CO~MA~DEES", BRISTELD SHARPLY AND 
THRS~.TE NED TO CUT OFF THE CON.VEiiSATION. SOUK :HEbiFUL.LY 
INTERVE0JED TO POINT OUT THAT CH.cd~H HAi) MISU:VDERST'JOD ME, 
AND ·ws MOVED ONWARD I~ REASONABLE·TONES. 

l 

' ·i 

BT .. __ .. __ •., .. ,, .............. -... ~-... ,i..,~ ... ,,,. ___ .. . ,.,. ... :".. .. "'!::!.:~.-...... .._ ___ : ........ -..:.:......~--....s, .. 

.. .•. N_OTE: ·NoT· . l'~ D ... ~~QO~_BY __ OC/T __ ;. ____ . ___ --:-__ 
• • ~-. lc-:..rc<c~•,.~·•··r , .... : · · · ·· ·- ··--· · ·· ' · DiCVR \ti;; n · ,... · ' · 

_ ... -- ....... _ _ .., ___ ............ ---.--.--~· "" Jl ,·~-! --~ _:_ .~...,..._,.,,.. .,_--.-,.,.,-. -~~ ... ;----,~ ... -·· . . . 
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8. NVN NEGOTlATI.~G ?OSTION: CHANH SAID THAT "WHEN NEGOTIATIONS 
BEGIN," HANOI POSTIO~ WILL BE BASED ON TWO PRINCIPLES; (A) 
INDEPENDENCE AND (B) "UNIFIOATION. I SAID NEITHER OF THESE 
GAVE US MUCH TROUBLt, PROVIDED IT WAS CLEAR THAT WE WOULD 
NEVER PERMIT UNIFICATION TO TAKE PLACE BY FORCE. HE ASKED 
HOW WE, AS AN. OUTSIDE STATE, COULD HAVE ANYTHING TO SAY 
ABOUT THE MANNER OF UNIFICATION IF WE SINCERELY ACCEPTED 
IDEA OF INDEPENDENCE. I SAID I THOUGHT SOVIET UNION, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WOULD HAVE QUITE A BIT TO SAY IF WEST GERMANS 
ATTEMPTED TO UNIFY GERMANY BY FORCE. SOVIETS WERE AN "OUTSIDE 

P4'Clii B !1UflJFS 4B!FEL ii e 6 .t&J&.f 
~ATE" BUT THEY HAD AN INTEREST IN GERMAN SITUATION. WE HAD . 
I~TEREST IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND HAD MOVED MORE THAN 5Z00,000 
TROOPS HERE AS A~ INDICATION OF THAT INTEREST. HANOI HAD 
BETTER UNDERSTAND THAT WE WOULD VERY MUCH INTEREST OURSELVES 
IN MANNE~ IN WHICH UNIFICATION OF VIETNAM ULTIMATELY CAME 
ABOUT AND THAT USE OF TERROR WAS A~ UNACCEPTABLE METHOD. 

9. COMMENT: CHANH DISPLAYED FAR MORE CONFIDENCE, 
FLEXIBILITY AND ASSURANCE THAN I HAVE EVER SEEN. PART OF. 
THIS DOU3TLESS STEMS FROM FACT HE HAS JUST RETURNED FROM 
HANOI AND HAS SURE GRASP ON PARTY LINE. PART, HOWEVER, 
SEEMS TO DERIVE FROM FACT THAT HANOI HAS AUTHORIZED HIM 
TO BE MORE FO~THCOMING WITH ME. ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 
WHEN HE SAID "YOU" WERE D6ING OR SAYING SUCH AND SUCH, HE 
TOOK PAINS TO EXPLAIN THAT "YOU" REFERRED TO "AMERICANS" 
AND NOT TO ME PERSONNALLY. MOST STRIKING FEATURE ·OF DISCUSSION 
TO ME, HOWEVER, WAS WILLINGNESS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE REP· 
RESENTATIVE TO TALK CANDIDLY OF "INFILTRATION" FROM NORTH TO 
SlUTH AND ABOUT "RHYTHi-1" OF' SUPPLY MOVEMENT. THIS SE?.:i'1S 
ro INDICATE SOME GiNUINE CHANGES IN HANOI DIALEGTIC. BUT 

• J 

,, 
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ALSO A CLEAR DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN SIGNIFICANT LEVEL OF 
MILITARY ACTIVITY OF FAIRLY OVERT DIMENSIONS NO MATTER WHAT 
DEVELOPS ON NEGOTIATING FRONT. 

. GP-1 SULLIVAN 
•· · i'..w.,BT 
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Mr. Pre aident: 

Saturday, 3:45 P. M. 
February 3, 1968 

Here i• Amba■sador Thomp■on's 

Flaah report on a message to you 
from Koeygin containing a relatively 
mild complaint about the concentration 
of our naval force• off Korea. 

Bromley Smith 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129 8, cc. 3.6 
NLJ q1,-,q3 

By e&- , NARA Date ll-3-,? 

JJ 



' .. ,. 
• I • 

i 
. . , 

i 
' .. , 

CONTROL: 978Q . , '• • • r.i nmrnc -SECRE.Y-
DE RU£Hcn 2~~2rD G341~2~ 
Z~Y SSSSS 

ru::co; FEBRUARY 3, 1968 
2i39 P,M, 

t. r~:s 19 1 0? Fe.a 6<3 
FM AMEMDASSY MOSCOW 
TO SEC~TATi WASHOC FLASH 7~7~ 
srATf; (HlNC 
BT 

-6 E: 8 R c -,.. .. MOSCOW 2602 

NOOtS 

1. O~ONY~O CALLED ME TO FOkEIGN OFFICE AT 9:15 TONIGHT A~D 
HnND£D ME NESSAae FROM HOSV8IN TO P~ESlDENT CONTAJNING 
ntL~TIVELV MILO COMPLAINT AT CONC£NTR~T!ON OUR NAVAL FO~CES 
.OrF KORE"• i•RANSl.A'l'ION F-0\..l.OWS 1N SC:PT£l. • 

2, 1 S~IO StNCE MESSAGE ~DD~ESSED TO ?RESIDENT I WlSKEU ~AME 
ONLY TWO PERSONAL OBOERVATlONS. FIRST WAS THAT •I U~Dt~ST~OD 
OU~ VESSELS WERE LOCAT€0 OFF SOUTH AND NOT NORTH KO~EA AND 1 
UN~ERSTOO~ £NTERPR1S& MAO NtUiR COMt WlTHtN TWO HUND~ED ~ILES 
OF \ilONS.AN• 

·Pi\G€ 2 RUEHCR 2.6~2FO _g C O R· E 4t' 
3. secOND WAS THAT AS I HAO ?OINTEO OUT TO HIM BEFORe THZ 
PUEBLO WAS ·NQT'THE ONLV ~ECENT INCIDENT IN THIS AREA A~D I 
MENTI ONED SPECIFICALLY THE THIRTY-ONE lNFILTRATO~S WHO HhD 

. ATTEMPTED TO XIL~ THE PRESIDENT OF SOUTH KOREA. NATURALLY THIS 
HAD MADE TH~ SOUTH KOREANS SOl1EWliflT NERVOUS. 

4. GROMYKO SAtD A HUNORr.0 MlL~S 0~ SO DIDN'T CHANGE SITUATION, 
tH'!:flF. WERE MUTLIA\., CHARGtS ABOUT INC tOENTS At.ONG. . DMZ A !,D Ar A CRAFT 
C~RRIERS WERE OF NO use AGAINST lNrlLTRATORS. ! REPLIED THAT 

'THE POlNT WAS SOUTH l{O~EANS WERg t.EGITH)A'I'£\..Y COUC~RNtO '[HAT 
THESe INC10£NT$ MlOHT PRESAGE SOME FURTHER ACTJO~S -BY NORTH 
){O~EA • . 

'• I ASKtO GROMYKO IF HE HAD ANY INFORMATION ON L~ST ~!ETING 
'/IT ?/\!mUM~iON. HF: SAID HF. )fAl> O~L.V BlUltF' REPORT BVT U~DE~STOOD 
OUR,REPRtSENTATlV&S .HAO AGRt€~ TQ MEET AG~t~. . 

.--SECREf 
............ 

DECL SSIFIED 
E-O. 129581 cc. 3.6 

LI C/6 -
e& , NARA• at.e r·b ·91 

.,,...,., -- - _. .. 
. . 



.Si'SHT Sat.relay. Feb. 3, 1968 
1:20 P• m. 

MR.. P .RESIDENT: 

Wltll reaped to Item 2 of the apada, Y'°" ehou.14 
bow tbat la the military meetla1 thle IDOl"Dlq 
at 9:30 -- and then apla with Sect. lla■k at 11:00 --
1 rai■-d the poaalblllty ol laternaptla1 North Korean 
acce•• to the hl1h •••• •• a preanre mea■ure. 
Thi• had not beea coaaldered ill the ■tall work · 
pnpaN41 for tlal■ monlag. Thi■ will be ataffed 
oat la addltloa to the four mea■urea already listed. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J C/6 - ;q3 

w. W. Jloetow 

By Q.& , NARA D te l{ -3--97 

A.C&T 
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