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:MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 
WASHINGTON 

--&Ee1tEr Friday, February 9, 1968 - 7: 25 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with General Dayan 

During his farewell talk with you Tuesday, you 1ll 
recall that Ambassador Harman offered to get an informal 
reaction from Eshkol to your seeing General Dayan. 

Harman checked with the Prime Minister and has 
just phoned that 11there isn 1t and couldn 1t be any objection11 

to your meeting. Harman (and Eshkol) understand that it 
would take place without publicity and as informally as 
possible. --

Shall we now make arran~ements? . 

,~~ .w~~ tr·~. 

Yes 

Gall me -----

DECLAS . IFIKD 
E.O. t 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ ft, -i.ob ◄ 

N" o" oaie ~1-J-'11 By ,Ck , ~ • 

.SECRE'f 



Mr. Preaident: 

Febnaary 9. 1968 
Friday, 6:20 P . M. 

Here i• General We■tmoreland' • lateat 
eetimate of the ■ituation and hla future ■trategy. 

I underataad Geaeral Wheeler baa ■poke11 
to you on the phone about tbia me■aa1e . 

W . W. Ro■tow 

BKSr~mc 
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O · 0 91 .s:s:-sz ZY~r ZFF-1 .. .. 

~h1 GEN l~ES'i't'JORELAND COMUSMACV SAXGON .. , . . . . . DEa.ASSIFIED 
10 GEN \iJ:•lEl::1 .. ER CJCS WASH 

ADM sqAnP CINCPAC HAUAII 
...• ZEM 

Authority 41/k k //-z2 -?J) 

By~, NARA, ~~ ~-j~l,,/ 

_:.f O P S E C H E ·1 l1AC 01 z,~~ )~Yl!:S ONLY S~C'J'.'ION ONE OF T:-mEE 
. 
,llRl•'l•;Rl~tH:Es: A. JCS 0159~, ))'fG fJ;~HJyJ~l.Z 

D. CINCPhC DtG 090~~~z 

1 • ( U) · S!NCE nE:n:rmNC:ES A AND B CONCEm~ 't:rn: SAME 
. ... · . 

GEl~ERAL SUBJEG'l', 'J. WILL l~NSWER' 'L'Hm•: co1.1.~;c"£IVELY0· . . 

w:s!RAlH.t 't'O GIV}: YOU MY V.tr:t•JS 01,• ~.c ;n: mm11Y' S S'i.'R{aEGY 

· /\ND 'f1.tE Pi.ANS '£":{AT HE DEVELOPED l:N HANOI DURXNG EARLY 1':A~L" 

rr _WOULD S}~EM 'l':Ih'J.' 'CHE ENEMY co1,W Llli)ED 'f:{1~1' A PROTRAC'i'ED 

lMR WA~ . NO'f XN ;{:CS 'LQNG-Rt)NGE :CN1'Ei:n:s'i' 1.N VXZH Ot' 'l'!-{£ SUGCESS 

01'" OUR CROUN)) AND AXR ACTIONS AG°ti INS~i' HIS l<'ORCJ-:s ~ SUPPLllS~ . 

. . . .. • • f I • • • • 

STRATEGY ·co srnt~G 'f}Ili: WAR TO AN EAHLY CONCLUSION. 
• o • • • o • • t • ., I • I ' • .. . . . . . . . . 

STEMMING FRON ·n~rs S'IRA'!'Et~Y, '!'HERE EVOLVED A P.LP,N . . .. . . . . . . . ... . .. . ., 

'i' ::_A'1 1 Rr:CONS'i'RlJC'l" IN T:-!RF.:fi: PHASES c, ' PHASl!: l:~- v'HIC ~[ S'l'ARTi~D 
.• . • • • • . . • •• • • • ·• • .. • • •• 1, • • 

. t.:i.· '£ --~E }:ND 0}' ·ocTOf3ER . AND t·lAS SC~EDULED ·ro GO UN'l'I l.. 

CAMBODIAN BORDERS ~HD-CONSOLI DATI ON OF TH ESE AREAS PENDi NG . . . . . . 
FlJRT'--'3:f( O?ERATIONS 1'0 EXPAMD ~!XS AREA 0}" ·co~·tkOL. hl.S-0 

Dl'."U tl G ·t:iIS P~·!hSE~ HE PROCEEDf D TO COMCF.:NTRATE o~,} Drs·nnc1· '!'OWNS 
'((f ~) . ~<! ~'.: ;~~:-~:~ ::~.""? 

: ~ • If • fl ' ' • ,•, I • ••: t~ 'f .. J .:. '- . .. , •. , ... ··- . . . ' . 

. \ 

. . 



( 

. ' ... 
07 T)·U:~ CIT lr:s, DUHlHG THIS P'.!ASE, t•)E SAH T'.1E MAJOR AT'l'ACK ON . . .. . . . .. , .. 

t\ND NI\JOR GP..OUNl) A'CTACKS AGAil~s·r J..0(; NINH, BU l)OPp 
. . . . . . ' .. 

AND SONG BE; t.Nn h'f'£AC:KS AGA!MS'f • INNUMl::RABl..E Disrrac~{ . . . . . 
TONN$ AND Oll'fPOS'fS, . AS YOU KNOH, 'l'Hl:S PHASE AC~iIEVED VERY 

. . . . - . . 

LIMI'1'ED . SUCCESS, RESULTED XN LARGE CAS_UAL'f!ES 'fO THE EN;.;_:MY, . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 

AND A FAILURE '!'O P:!YSl:CAI .. LY CONTROJ4 MORE '£ERR1.TORY IN SOUTX 
• ' • ., • • ••• • , I 

HANDS. T~l.E SECOND PaAsE,. WHICH iu: ShW S'!ART ,ta TET, INVOLVED 

IN,'II.TRArroN OF CITIES '.CO DES'rfWY 'f:t~: POJ..I'CICAL AHD 
' •,' ·:· . , 

NI LIT ARY CON'£ROJ .. APPAR/\TU~ AND ·ro BRlNG ABOUT A PUBLIC 
~ ; I . . , . • . • . • . • 

UPRISING. IN ~t{F.! 130RDER AREAS, THIS PHASE. \•lAS. D::SIGNED . . .. , • , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
I 

l. T~_~U~fORT;~rs P~~~_TO -~El~E-~ON~R~L-~~ ~~~I~~.A~~ pA~LAC 
PROVINCES W1~!Cl{ WOUJ .. D GI 1JE Hil1 l)r: F/\CTO CONTROJ .. OF THE 

. .. .. . . .. '. .. . ... . . . . . . . .. . 
i EASTr~HN PORTION or 1·:{E COUNTRY FHOM 'ii!E AS~{AU VALLEY IN .. . . 

\.1EST}:RN Tf;UA r•Jn:N ALL ·rnE WAY DOWN 'fHROUG~ WAR. ZONE C 

IN NORT:~ERN TAY NIWI, T:~E T'-URD P:iASE, W!-!XCH IS YE'f TO BEGIN, 
. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·. . . . 

. ( WOULD · 1NVOI.VE CONSOLIDATION OF HIS POSITION AND STRONG ATTACKS 

( 
ACR05S T"·!E DMZ AND AGAT.l~ST I<HE SANH WITH THE OBJECTIVE or 

. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . ··: . . . . .. ·. . 
. ESTABLlS'iING MILITARY CON'fROJ .. OVER. THE TWO NORT:-JERN PROVINCES, 

< . ~t!~~E~Y ~RI~~~I~~G A~~~t A DE ~A~.~~ PA~1'IT~~N ~~ :;:rE 6'o~~~~~'l . . . . . . 

FROM \HEREIN HE WOULD CONTROL QUANG TRI AND THUA THI EN, . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
w£S'fERH QUAHG NAM, t~ESTERN QUANG 'f IN, . AND THE PROVINCES OF . . . . . . . . . . 

KONTUM, PLEIKU, DARLAC, ~UANG DUC, AND AT LEAST TSE NORT~ERN 

PORTIONS OF P:IUOC LONG, BIEN LON G, AN D TAY NINH. UNDE,R Tt~E 



.. , . 
. • . 

. . ' 

. T'IAT WiU:Cl.i NOl'J PRF.VAILS Ul l..AOS AND ~JOU!.,D THEREFORE m; IN A 
'. 

-~!~ONG .~EGOT~ATING Pos;TIO~, P~RT~c~iARL~: I~ HE_ .~~RE ~ucc~~S~UL 
• I 

· IN 11r S Dl::S XGN TO /\SSUNI~ CO~'t!WJ .. OI.' 'l'HE C I'i"IES /~\m BRlN G l\BOU'l" 
C 

.A PUBLIC UPRISING, . .. , . 

3. AS ro Tl.?E PRESEHT SITUATION, t.N l~NEMY 'fHRE/\'r or· MAJOR 
. • I • . • 

PRO?OirflONS IS Sy!IL~ Pos,:D NOHTl OF THE DMZ AND AROUND l<l'iE SliW! .. 

. . · . . 

• t • • . . •, . . .. 

T i:nc:A'( 10 1 ·1.E AIH flf~Lll AND '1':!E crrY. 'i':·1.J:: 3D MhR DIV IS . IN GOOD . .. . . . ' .. . . . . . . . . . . . 

> .• • 

QUA NG 'fftI PrtO\JINC:E ~H't:·t 'iUO BAT1'/\LI()NS. IN BLOCKl:NG POSITIONS' . .. ' . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . ., . . . . . . -

NORT·~ OF •JUE:. A MARINE 1n:cat1!:~NT lS SECURING !WE/PHU BAI AND ASSISTING 
• • • • • • • • • ' • ' , ' •. • • • • • r f • • : • • .= .. 

' · , . 
lN 1':Jt CLl~AR ING .OF :~Ur: CITY. 'f}{E l'tAiUNES HAVE Ml\DE: EXGELt .. EN'r PRO- . 

GRESS, BU! 'fH}~ GOil'l~ ·uy ·nIB ARVN lN '£HE: C IT/\l1EL. HAS BEEN SLOW Al~D 
. • • • • • • • I . • ·-~ :' , •. • , • • • , • . 

T'·11::Y WI.Lt. PROBAHLY 13)~ HLTH lT FOR ia:VERAL MORE DAYS. THE ROftD OVER 
l • . .. . . . . . . . • . . . 

AI'VAN PASS IS cur, t1r·r:~ Ll'rT.LE PROSPECT OF BEING OPENED UNTIL 

/\DJJ1'1'10NAL TROOPS hND ENGINEERS CAN. B~ PROVIDED.". BECAUsi OF r·-rrs ·. . . . .. . . . : . . . . . · . 

S11'U,~'i'J.ON, I AM DEPLOYING BY A!R '£0MORROW A BATTALION OF T'.-!E HH ST 

ADN DIV ·ro ilUr:/P~ru DJ\! TO ASSIST IN THE SECUJUTY OF T~rAT IMPORTANT . . . . . . . . . . ., . . . .. . . - . . . . . 

AREA AND \HLL BE MOVING OU't llY ts'l• A SECOND BATT/\I.ION OF 'l'HE 101ST . . . ' . • ,. . . . . . 

TO DANANG ON T4E l?T~ WITH T3E MISSION OF PROVIDING SECURITY FO~ .. ' . . . . ·' . . . . . '• . . ., 

• ~ :I G'·'\>JAY 1 O\'ER AI YAN PASS.. Al.,SO l AM SENDING BY SEA AN ARMY 
. . . . . .. . . . . . 
COMBAT ENtINEEfl BATTALION TO WORK ON HIGHWAY 1. THE CONTROLLING 

. .- . . . .. . . . .. .. . ·. . .. ., 

FACTOR l'.N QUANG TRI AND T'.·lUA T'-UEN I S LOGISTICS, NOvl t;ARGI Ni\L AT 
'· . . . . . . 



·· .. 

i ·. 

. . 
I 

CANNOT SPARE 'f\!E J•'ORCES 'l'O DO 'l'!n; JOB. '.f:-tE SI'fUA'flON IN Hlll~ S!\OUL n 

Il'iPROV}: BECAUSE A 'f ASK FORC:l~ OF 'l'HREF. VIE'fNAM£SE t1ARINE BATTl\l..101-lS . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ' .. . . - . . . 
T \:AT AHE · rN GOOD' s~fRENG1''.·t in1.L Bl~ REPLJ\Cl'.NG THE 'f:111.E:E UNDERSTRENG'f•~ 

ABN m~s HOW FlG'·l'fING IN '£HE CITY ALONG t.{('CH EL.EMEWrs OF 'ft!-E ARVN 

1ST DIV. 

4. T'·tE SITUATION IN II CORPS l:S GENERALLY l~AVORABLE BUT r~r£m: Is 

SO;•n: l:'IG~'i' XNG l•J.!''f'·' ENEMY ELEMr:N1'S IN DAI.AT AND A SIZEABLr: ·r~REAT 
•. . ... 

r:XlSTS AT DAl< TO, l DE[#! l~V.r: WE HAVE ENOUG1.[ FORCES IN AT DAJ< TO, BUT 
. ' . . .. .. . . . . 

ROSSON IS PR)~PARED '!'O REINFORCE lH'f:I ELE°MENTS OF THE 17:SD. . . 

I 

.. 

j 

I 
J 

I 
I ; I 

.. 
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O 091633Z zy:-{ ZFF-1 

1.t"l1 GI-:H m~s~r~ORELAND C()MtJSMI\CV SAIGON . . . . 
TO GEN W'-YEEf .. ER ·cJCS t~AS't 

·ADX S'!An? CINCPAC !\A\•IA11 . 
ZEM . ' 

?-- 0 l' S E C R E T MAC 01$5G EYES ONLY S}:C'flbN 'tl~O OF ri.m:tE 

. 5. IN rrr CORPSt l~1Gtl1'ING CON'J~XNUJ:S !.N SAIGON., BUT 'f\.!IS SITUATION 
• • • • • • • • • " f • • • • • • • • • I • - ,,, • • • .., .,,, •• _. • • 

S'.·lOUJ ... D BE CLl~Arn:n UP SHORTL Ys- l)ESPI'.CE Tm~ FAC'f THAT X EXPECT T~E .. .. . . ,, . •... . .. .. . . . . . . . 

ENE~~y TO INCRlo:ASE HIS RFFOHT 'l':·fr:RE IN 'f'·IE NEXT SEVERAL D/lYS. TODAY . . ' . ... 

I DEPLOYED A US BJ\'r'CM .. ION IN 'iHE A.i1EA IN ORDER 'i'O ENERGI2£ T~E ARVN 

AND TO PERMJ.T 'l':if!l'l ·co Rl~D,:PLOY. A BAT'f/\LION ·ro ANOTHER PART OF · 'f!~E . ,, . . . - . . . . . . . . 
CITY. NOllT~t AND EAST OF SAIGON '£HER£ ARE El.EMEN'tS OF· 1'11E 9'£:1 AND 

• • • • t. • ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • 

5T:: .Ve . D:tVISIOUS A\~D FURT--1i1t t-101rr·•\ vlr: "1.AVr: ·rHE 7!!{ NVA DIV. ·1 ·-rn: . 
. 

5T:-! AN~ .9'£:~ DI~fSIONS _HA·v~ BEEN :!UHT ~y R~CENT. ACTIONS ~ND T:-1EIR_ • ' 

CAPAUILI'£Y IS CONSIDERED LH-!ITED. ON Tl-!E OTHER HANDs, '1'1{E° 7T'.~ i;nv' · 

IS. __ !l~ FA~R SHAPE, B,Ul' WE H~~~ _BEEN PU1'TlNG ~~E PRESSURE ON T:1EM . 

Tl'.ROUG'i GROUND R/\Il)S, ARTIJ.,tlmY, /1ND AJ.R STRIKES DURING T~!E L~ST 
. . . . . . . . . . 

\ilEEX, WHC!-t HAS fROBABt.Y m:GRADlW 'fHtIR CAP/\ BILl'fY., \YEYAN.D 11AS SO 
f o ' • o O •' ' o i O O ' O ,• # • o, I I O • O • •• P • ,r • 

DISPOSED HIS r"ORPES r£KA'f TKE ENEMY WILL ~AVE DH'FICµLT'l CE'l'Tl:NG AN 
•• 0 .. 0 • 0 • • o • • ', .. 0 • • ' 0 0 • I O .. 0 • o • • • 

A'l'TACK OFF T:tE GROUND AND cour .. n ONLY DO so AT GREAT RIS K. DURING 
. . . ' ' .. 

·•.r•:E LAST SEV}:HAL DAYS, SAIGON . HAS Br:EN REINI~ORCED BY 'tt,,o 11ARINE . . . . . . 

BATTAL.IONS W:UCH HERE .. DEPL.O'l.ED FROM THE II COR?S. I Ai1 PLANNIN G . . . . . 

TO MOUE T~E MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE INTO LONG AN ON THE 12TH AND 
.. . . . . •, 

IF NECESSARY CAH REINFORCE WI1':l TROOPS NO\J IN "f~E l V CORPS Ot: 
' . .. , .. 

. ' . ". . . .. . . .. , 

S' !O~T NOTICE. F~NAJ,.t~Y, T'.-f~RE rs ~N AIRBOR~E ~~'!'~ALION ~·~· _P~AN Tt~IET 
. ' . 

tiJ::IC :.; l CAN us~ i·o f UR'ntER REilU'ORCE IF REUU:CRED. IN ~UMMARY, l)i~S?ITE 

. . 



... 
I 

if'l•\{l)f'f';\ 1?•\i'\f'~ '-'l.(l 
i.i I ~1/J :\ U µp.i) 'J \1 
.-., .: ko ~-;1 1.L)J \'.L'-.,) ti 

• O•r •----••••~ _., .. _,, ... --.-........-.- --•-- ... -•••JI . 

r:£ l)J-:PLO'fMENT OF T.t~O J\XRBORNE BATTM .. IONS '£0 I CORPS, l FEEL. T~tl\T 

OUR POSTURE IN IIr conrs l:S M)EQUA'n: 1'0 ·coPE WITH 'fHE SITUATIO~J . . .. . . . 

IN I'J CORPS, ! NOW HAVE FIVE BAT'(Af..IONS ON THE 9TH .DIV~ ·co 
. . . •. . . .. .. 
IN.CLUDE 'f'-IE MOBILE RiilZRil-JE ~·oncE. 'f!tEY !-!AVJ~ DONE AN EXCELLENT JOB 

. . ' , .. . . . . . . 
AND IH MY OPINION :tAVE SJWEn 'f}i}: SITllA'fION. IN MY ·r~tOflNl) BEN THE .. 

. . 
Yr:sTERDA'i 1. PLhNNlrn ·ro ViOV T:-!E MOJHLl~ HI.VE:RINF: FORCE '£0 l..ONG AN . . 

ON TJE 1'~T:It BU'r BEC/\USE OF CON'J.'INUED AC'rrv~·ry NEAR HY 'f'.40 I. ~~AiJE 

DECI))ED TO L};AVE 'L'!!~:l•l IN T:tAT AREi\ UN1'I~ ·c~lE 12.THC, 

S 6. T·~E ONLY Rr:A1 .. 1. Y s,:rerous '£:iREAT THAT FACES ME NOW IS IN I co 

AREi\, \•l:n:RE ~•lE: f\~E LIMITED BY LOGISTICS, \~EA'~HE~{t rm: CLOSUR~ OF 

HlG:.lWAY J: AND ENEMY INI'fIATIVEs. IT_ IS .IMPOR.'fAN·r THAT r. RELNFORCE . . . 

SOONEST . i.JITtI A NI\'l~~U~i OF ·nw BAT!Af.,I?NS " . .. . 
, I • 

7. ONE OF THE ?ROBJ.J;Ms ·t·!J\'I' CONCERNS ME IS THE SHOR1.AGE OF 

s~RE~~~TH 1~ ·r:iE ARV-~1 UNITr.: .. 'tHt SITUATION WAS BROUG:t1" ·Aaou·1 BY BIG~! 
. . . 

Ci\SU/\LTIES DURING .pf'{b~ PA$T t•lEEK AND AB~~N~!J,~BS FROM THE UNITS -BECA~SE 

,.. . OF TET. MOST OF fHESE ABSr:NTEES WI::RE l\U1'HORTZED IN "fHAT LEAVES 
,· .. . . . . . . . ' ~ ... .., .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. . . 

\•}ERE PERMffTED AND T:!F. TROOPS ~{ /\VE NOT BE£N ABL.E 'fO GET BACK TO T:!EIR 
(~ ' .. .. • • • • - • • • • •• .. • • .. • • • ' .. • • • • • • • # ' • • • ••• 

~!~i ~·s~ . ?N T=!E O'(:~E~ :rn~n, ;, T~!.!~!<..Wl:~ _ 11~JST _ RE~L;s~;~~LLY ~~P~:~T . 

( Dr~5ERTIONS .TO BE 'l1,GH. 1·r IS COIHG '1'0 '£Alm SOME 'lIME TO BUlLD T'-rE 

A~YN BACK UP · TO ~THENGT'.·!. ~ HAV~ E11P'.·{ASIZED '£;!IS ~o _ ~~E_S. TH;Eu ANU 

· URGED T!Ui.T ;[E PROCEED IMMEDIATELY ·ro DRAFT 19-YEAR-OI..DS, TO BE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 

FOt.LOUED AS NEED~D BY " T!tE DRAl-~'!'ING OF YOU1':-!S Of 18 . 1-"'URT:.IERMORE, tiJE 

PLAN TO INCREASE TYE VIETNAMESE ARMBD FORCES BY 651 000, AND 1HIEU 
. . . . 

EAS R°ECENTLY AS!<f:D I}1 WE CAN SUPPORT AN EVEN GREATER BUILD-UP. IN .... 

t1Y OPINION: w~ W!Ll. H~VE NO DJSFICULTY SUPPORTING ANY BUILD-UP •rirAT 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

T~-~Y. CAN ACC OMPiisH.· AFTER FILL!NG TH~IR DEPLETED RANKS, I DOUOT 



- ·----·------·--· 
; 

. . . "' .... . 

., 

. . . 

iNCREASE ·oF 65,000. • 
• • • • - • 0 • • • I --

s. I ~!AVE NO\·} l)EPLOYF;n ·ro I CORPS '! 'lE 1E'~ cti.yn;v LF.SS A BRIGADE, 

Pl.US A BRIGADE Or' THE 101T ABN DIIJ.l WILL BE DEPLO\'HlG ~~·!ORTLY 'f~·}O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ADDITIONAL BAT'l'Al~lONS OF 1·1-m HHST AN]) HILT .. BE PREPARED TO DEPLOY -·· 
A 'l'~!!RD BA'f'l'AL!ON H:C1'!i A BRJ:GADE HEI\DQ.UAR'£Er{s A'£ A L/(rER . TIME. IN 

. HY O?IN!ON, rus IS '£HE MlNlMUM l'ORCE "fBi\'f I t{tLL Nr:ED TO INSURE 
• • • • • •• . • .• • I • • • '"' 

.. S'1ABll..tT\' Or' T:,E Sl'CUA'i'ION lN T:-tE ·rwo NO_~T:lERN PROVINCES, BU'f EVEN 
. . 

T.:us MAY NO'i' BE ENOUG~t.I MAY HAVE ·TO EMPLOY THE EWi'lRE 101ST DIV At{D · . . ·. . . . . ., . . . . . . . 

AM PREPARED 10 DO SO, DEPENDI~G .UPON ENEMY ACTIONS. HOWEVER, LOGISTici~ 
• • • • • • • • • •• • # • • •• 

IS "l' ;{E Kl~'f llND T~{IS MEANS OPEN.ING H!GHW~ Y1 • DURING THE NEXT · 
"'· . . .,. . . ,, .. . . . . . . ., .. 

SEVERAL MONT]S, I t~OULD 110VE INTO T:-lE ASHAU VALLEY AHD CLF.A.tJ IT OUT 
o O ,, • • • • ,. '• .. I I O •• • • ,- f • • • • 

.. . ... ,, . . · . " . . . . . . ..... ··-· . 

TO GIVE PRIORITY TO MOVING AGAINST T~E ENEMY ONCE ~E HA§ COMM11t£IT . .. . . .. ""' • .. 
HIMSEL~·. l AM NOT HAPPY ABOUT T;UNNING OUT Ill CORPS, BUT T:{E .DEPART-. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

lR E OJ' r ·•!E H~l T \UL.L NOT PHESEN'f AN UNACCEP'rl\BTJ-; RISH; I'!' W!LL SLOH . . . . ,, . . . · . . 
DOWN ?ROGRESS Tt!AT COULD 0·1·:-nrnt-!1SE BE MADE lH DEFEATING AMAIN roncE 

\~·.. ' . . . . 
UN!TS IN T:1E AREll AND IN SUPPORTING PACIFICA1'ION. 

t . • 

. I 

" . 
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FM 'GE~ \•lES'.l'MOREJ .. l\N11 COMUSMACV SAlCON 

.TO. GEN .m~EEJ.E~ pJqs 
·Amt StJ./,R? CINCPAC H1\WAJ.X. 

Zlli 

1" o P s E, C'f( ~ "r MAC 01853 EYES ONT .. Y FlNAL°SECTION OF T'-fREE 

9 •. NF:EDLr.~SS 'l'O Sf:iY, I HOULD 1vl~LCOHE RlUNFORCEMENTS AT A.NY TIME 

T'·'.l~Y CAN BE l1/)m: /.iVAlLABL}:: 

A •. ro fU'f tlr: IN A STRONGr:R Posrurn: TO ·coN!A!_N THE ENEMY'S 

MAJOR CAMPAIGN IN 1':{E DMZ-0.U/\\~G TRI-'f!lUA °£HIEN AREA . AND TO GO ON r·-n: 
OYfENS i VE AS SOON AS Hrs A'J."fACJ{ "J.S S?Ec-rr. 

B. TO p};mar t1E '£0 CARRY OU'!· MY -CAMPAIGN PLt,NS DESPITE T~E 

11 ENEMY'S Rf.l:NF011CF.Mr:NTS FOOM NORTH V~E'£Hhl1 \·HUCH HAVE INFLUEN'CED 

t-iY DEPLOYMEN'rs ANl) PLAUS,. 

C. 1·0. Off ... ?ln' 1.'~IE HJ:l\l(J~NEI> \I r.tT.NnME:sE FORCES RESULTING FRO~i 

CASUALTIES AND TET DESERTIONS. REALISTICALLY, WE MUS? ASSUME T~AT 
.. 

I'f \tHJ..l. ·rAKE · '£'.·mM AT l..EP~S1' SlX .MONTHS TO REG.t\IN THE MILITARY POSTURE 
, . . . 

OF SE\iERAL WE!i;l{S AGOo l S1WULD POIN'.L' OUT IN THIS. CONNECTION THAT 

tf!.EN 9t,a: CONSID1::Rs 'fHE CASUALTIES INFJ,,I.CTED ON THE ENEMY, ·t!US IS 

NOT Al·J · EXPECTED PRICE. TO PA.Y. 

D. T.O !AIU: ADVP,N'fA GE OF · Tl!E ENEMY'S WEAKENED POSITION BY 

GOlNG ON 'f::E OFFENS!.VE AG/\INST HIM. 

10. Il? r:!E ONE-HAIS MARINE DIVI SION WERE NADE AVAILABLE NOv1, 

I WOULD OF COURSr: ASSIGN I1' TO Ill MAI<' , f'OR EITHER NORT:.t OF DANAHG. 

OR IN QUAHG TIN PROVJ.NCr: 'C:-fCRE8Y RELEASING ELEMEMTS OF T'.-lE AMERICAN 

l)IV l$ION FOR D!Pl.0'111ENT fUR1' HER sou ·n1 . IF THE 82D ABN .T.HV vlERE 

. .. 

: .J 
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AV/\XT..t,Bl .. ~ NOW, J. \'lOULD ~lP.HT rt 'I'O ARRXVE A'f 1)/>.Hl\NG fl.l~!) m:: DZPJ.,QYED 

~~:ORT'~ IN -r·n~ Al VAN P/.SS .h,m) TIJF.:NCE TO 'l'~fr: HUE/P:fU Bli:C A9.:?./: !•·cm 
POSS ISL·~ OPlrnt.TXONS 1.N .DAS1~ ARr.:A 117 Alm L.h./li:R ?EJr.f APS n~ BAS)~ P.P.~~A 

·Hn. j" ,.:rs 'r,:r.vxs:lON lWU) .. l) OPrm.rl':£ IN co:-lJUNC1'XON w:i.:·1·~ 'i'•H: 1.S'l' CAiJ 

m:v. SUHSEC:.'.Ul~N'l'L.Y, AI.ONG \H'C! 'J.'\~B l.ST CP.V DIV~ Mm }~L~Ml~W1"S OF J1 !I~ 

c: 

.. .. . . . 

.. l i!i~ 'i"INE. 1. EN.V1.S10H ··cHE $2)) v}OULD MOVl~ BY FOOl' f.1Nl) ROAD 'fO "f!!}: . . . . . . .... . . 
EX''fl~NT POSS XDLl~ so AS '10 ECONOMl Zl~ ON 'f~U~ USF: OF H:E.LlCO?T:SRS. sue:·! 

• . • · !'· ' . . 

DEPLOY~lEN'C \:JQUl.1) l')ERt-1!1' t11~ TO R.1:I .. ltVE. ELEi{t:N'i'SJi lF NO'C ALL, 0}' 'f:lE . . 

, 

,~:~EN t•lEil'l' 1!ER 

.PER:·lrrs, IT \HLL BE DISlRABLE:, l)<' NOT }:ssEN1lM. 'i"O ES'i'ABLIS~! A 
I..,' • . . . . 

BE!\C'~ SUPPOR'f An~A sour~ ' Oll O.UANG ·~·RX, . : , ~ :, . 

·t:1:t.S 1.S ·t·!E ~WS'l' Er~}"'ECTIVE AND ECON0~11CAl. tMY Of PROVXl)ING LOGIS':tH;AJ .. 

SU?Pmrr 'tO 'f:!E ARTCAo lT WlLf .. B)~ l=')~t\Sim .. 1': 1'0 SUPPORT '"J:'~-m 82D l}JX'l'YALLY · 
·". . . . •. . . 

FRO:'I DMU!NG ALONG ~tl(;!iWAY 11 PROvX))E Nr:cgssARY '£ROO?S t.T(£. CO'Mi1J.'.C'tE°D 
. . • ,:1 ·:· ; • . . • . . .. ,. 

ALSO BE PRAC1'l:C!\L ,o· PU1 ~,:-tE Rl~r.LROAD lN OPERATION l\!{l) . 'l'i11S ,rnuJ..D .. <..: • . . . .. . 

( 

FUR'f ·!ER ING REASE "£!-n:: ?ONNAG}~ • . HOWEV}::R, ! no NO't YE1' ~AVE A SUW/EY . . . . •, 

AS ~to ·tHE COSTS AND ·r Ul~ INVOLVED IN OPtNING RAILROATI,:, BU'l'. I DO NO'J.' 

BELIE•JE I'! \10UL)) BE f, tH\JOR 'fnSKo 

' . . . . . ... . - .. 
IN '£1·!E BUS::' BUT \•}OUJ.l? l~IKE '"t~{E BIRDS 'i'O BE. ~~l?l:?~ED. ·to_ 'l~E l con?s 

" 

AREh AND NO'.(' IN '£~rt II CORPS OR XIX con?Sc. ELEMENTS ·rnt;T I \.~AVE l~A11 



1, 

-· ---r-~ 

::XPAt~l) OUR OPl!RATJ.ONS 1N -r:-U1T AREA. rr IS CONCE!VABL}: T~1AT A S1X-MOU1'~ 

·LCJAH 0}~ T'{ESE tm:rrs HOU1 .. }) 'fURN Ti:E T1l)£ '£0 'l'HE ?01N1' t').:-lERE THE EN~NY 
0

MlG ·lT sr:E ·r:~i;; L:CGH'f on B}; so t•l}:AI<ENED 'fHA'r \1lE COUI,D RETURN THEM) 

PAUTlCULhRLY IR t~E ARVN CAN R~BUILD ITSELF FOLLOWING ITS RECENT 

BATTLES f\NJ) IMPROVES IT$ ltlG1·t'1l:NG Q.UA!.X'C'l HY VIRTllRE OF ·rm: MODERN 

WEAPONS IT IS SC;{r:DULED ro R'ECE~VJ!:., 

. ·~ .' 

,, . 

.,. 

-. 

• 

. . 
.. . 

\ 



SECRET 

INFORMATION 

FrWaJ. l'e'-nary 9, 1968 
5:ZO p.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Herewltb Alll4y ao.dpaster• • 
lateat llrleflq of a ... El•enhower. 

X.J pa.•••1• • are muke4. 

w. W. Ro•tow 

SECRET 

WWRoatow:rln 



~;: ii '/'P) f ~:rJl 
,•, ~•1.J t;,ll,1.!,.,l 

tiEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20315 

9 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Attached is a memorandum for record 
of my meeting with General Eisenhower at 
Palm Desert yesterday. As. the memorandum 
indicates, he exhibits no .special concern over 
the Soviet missile and nuclear programs. He 
did. offer some suggestions for consideration, 
set forth in paragraph 7. Also he made the 
comments indicated in paragraph 3. 

He was appreciative for the report 
on the Communist TET attacks in South 
Vietnam and on the Pueblo incident. He made 
only limited comments, indicated in paragraphs 
9 and 15. 

M~~ 
A. J. GOODPASTER 
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army 

.< SE/CitET 

OfTERMINED TO BE AN 
-.DMINISTRATIVE MARKING 
NOT NAT'L SECURITY 
INFORMATION, E. O. l 23.56, 

. SEC. 1.lto, 
&Y 1-} ON :J-'Hr 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20315 

9 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting with General Eisenhower, 8 February 1968 

1. I .met with General Eisenhower for two hours at his 
office and home at Palm Desert on 8 February. The meeting 
covered 3 subjects: The Soviet missile and nuclear program; the 
Communist TET offensive in SVN; and the Pueblo incident. 

2. I first covered the Soviet missile, nuclear and related 
programs at length, stressing that I would try to give a balanced 
picture, although many of the figures are subject to uncertainty 
and interpretation. To begin, I pointed out that we are at a 
significant point in the evolution of Soviet strategic nuclear forces 
in relation to our own. Major increases in Soviet missile forces 
are now underway and are anticipated in the next several years, 
the effect of which is to bring them generally to parity with us, and 
probably to surpass us in certain indices such as "megatonnage". 
Their expansion poses the issue of whether it makes better sense 
for us to accept that this is happening, or to initiate a further 
expansion ourselves in order to seek to II stay ahead". 

3. General Eisenhower made two comments on this point. 
First, when we get to a point at which we think we have plenty in 
number on our side, it makes no sense simply to add more . Instead, 
we should concentrate on how to go forward in efficiency--i. e., 
advancement in performance--so that we will never be outmatched 
in performance. Second, he asked whether the numbers of weapons 
that would be produced by straight extrapolation would have any 
military meaning. I said that the number needed to give an assured 
capability of destroying the enemy nation, no matter what the 
circumstances--probably in the range of 500 to a 1000--seem to 
me to have special significance. Above this, some numbers are 
needed to attack h~s forces, to reduce the weight of his attack on 
our cities, and the like, but there is a point where the value of 
further weapons becomes small. A great deal of the analysis and 
debate that goes on in the Pentagon goes into finding sound levels 



for each of these. 

4. I then reviewed specific US and USSR weapons figures, 
actual and projected, extending generally from 19 64 to 19 6 7. Key 
points included the rise in US ICBM and Polaris missiles from 
about 1000 in 1964 to some 1500 in 1967 (1700 total), then staying 
generally level till 1976. On the Russian side, the increase there is 
from about 300 in 1964 to nearly 600 in 1967 and 900 in 1968 with a 
further estimated increase to 1500-2100 in 1976 (400-500 of the 
increase being in submarine-launched ballistic missiles. The 
rapid rise in· 1967 and 1968 is in hardened sites for 2 missiles of 
a recent generation (SS9 and SSll). The increase will apparently 
slow down in the coming year, since the number of these sites 
still under construction is much less than a year ago. Consistent 
with the rapid rise that has already occurred, current estimates 
for 1970 and 1974 have been substantially upped .over those made 
two years ago (for 1970, 1200 vs. 800; for 1974, 1700 vs. 1000). 
The Soviets may also begin to introduce a smaller, cheaper, solid­
fueled missile within the next year or two. 

5. I next gave the figures for 19 67, 1969 and 1972 for 
US intercontinental bombers and for Soviet intercontinental bombers, 
medium range bombers, submarine-launched cruise missiles, and 
intermediate or medium range strategic missiles aimed at targets 
in Europe and Asia. {I pointed out that no one can state with 
certainty just how the latter categories relate to US strategic 
missile power in all circumstances.) I then covered "megatonnage'' 
figures for 1964 through 1976, first taking up US and USSR in 
comparison in the ICBM/SLBM category (US at approximately 2000 
MT through 1970, then dropping to 1400; USSR rising from 700 in 
1964 to 4500 in 1968 and 5000-9000 in 1976). Next I gave total 
loadings for ICBMs, SLBMs, and intercontinental bombers for 
1967, 1969 and 1972 (US declining from 9000 to 4000; USSR rising 
from 4500 to 5600-8400). Finally, I pointed out that if the weapons 
were converted to 1 MT equivalents the US would go from 5700 in 
1967 to 3700 in 1972, and the USSR from 1800 in 1967 to 2300-3200 
in 1972. After having described the MIRV system earlier, I pointed 
out that our MIRV program.., which is being initiated with 10 missiles 
in mid-1970, will give us a weapon which offers a vast increase in 
effectiveness; each missile equipped with MIRV's will outmatch 
much greater USSR "megatonnage". 

6. As to production of nuclear materials, I summarized 



that USSR capacity and annual rates of production are now leveling 
off, since construction consists of completing existing facilities, 
not in starting new ones. It i s estimated that the Soviets will have 
enough material to provide for the weapons now forecast and to fill 
their other requirements as well. 

7. General Eisenhower emphasiz ed the futility of simple 
increases in missile numbers or in megatons, stressing the need 
for efficiency and other advances. During discussion, he made 
the following three suggestions for consideration: 

a. The desirability of having a limited number of large-
zyield missile·s--perhaps 20 or m9re - having a yield of 20 to 30 .l\1'l'J, 
·(r had mentioned that the Soviet SS9 war head yield is estimated in 
the range of 12-25 MT, and also that some of our airborne weapons 
are in the 20 megaton category). He would have such weapons 
largely for psychological and deterrent effect, and to make clear 
that the Soviets do not 11 outmatch'' us. 

b. A modest Polaris .. submarine rep).ac·emenf and re­
t:inforcemenf program--perhap s 3 to 5 boats-.-a year,- to-keep up -­

-te~-~nologi_c~~_-p_~ogress and construction capabi~ity. 

c. Avoidance of rigidity in total numbers of"missiies "i 
projected-for th~ United States in the future. :' A ~igure of 1500 p r. 
1700 should never .be regarded as holy; it cannot be that ex act. 

8. Having made these points, General Eisenhower indicated 
that he-did-not feel c~ncerned about __ th~ t:rends .. and· changes in lnijl 
figuf~S .I ;h~d, ,presented-:,: 

9. I next took up the TET attacks in South Vietnam 
beginning with the location, scale and nature of the attacks. Five 
major cities, 35 of 44 province capitals, 36 district towns, many 
villages and hamlets and 24 airfields were hit. Over 50, 000 
enemy troops were used, mostly VC, amounting to perhaps half 
the total VC unit strength. The attacks were directed against 
population centers, attacking whatever targets were available 
within them. There seem to have been no set withdrawal plans; 
instead there were orders to enemy units to "fight to victory". 
There is some evidence of a hope to bring large parts of the 
population over to the VC side and to seize and hold control of 
several large population centers. 

3 



10. As to the condition of ARVN units, and their response, 
both the military and the police were engaged in TET when the 
attacks occurred and had half or more of their strength away. Nearly 
all Arvn and US forces were involved in the initial counteraction 
except for US forces in Northern I Corps. Within a short time, 
however, US forces were engaged only in six cities. ARVN forces 
bore the brunt of the attack and acquitted themselves well, defeating 
the VC in nearly all cases without requiring diversion of US forces. 

11. As to the present situation, the V C are now out of the 
cities and towns except for remnants of their forces and snipers. 
Some VC actions continue near the outskirts of towns and cities, 
and other VC units are occasionally in heavy contact with ARVN 
units. No clear pattern of VC withdrawal is in evidence. Moreover, 
the V C retain the capability for renewing the attack with the 
substantial forces not yet committed. The status of nearly half of 
the GVN Revolutionary Development teams is not known. 

12. Concerning-losses and results of the attacks, up to 
6 February the US had lost 670 KIA, ARVN 1294, others 44, and the 
enemy 24, 199 KIA, plus 5007 detained. Over 6000 enemy weapons 
were captured. Civilian losses have been high and damage great, 
but figures are not yet available. 

13. As to. major effects, it is still too early to give a full 
assessment. The VC have suffered a severe military defeat, with 
tremendous losses, half of the committed forc~perhaps a quarter 
of their whole regular force. They were not able to bring about 
the diversion of major US forces from Khe Sanh or elsewhere. 
However, the psychological impact has been great . Immediate 
critical reaction was strong in the US and elsewhere in the world. 
The VC have demonstrated a capability to enter and attack cities 
and towns and a technique for doing vast damage with widespread 
terrorism. The reaction of the SVN people is not yet fully evident. 
However. they did not turn against the government and there was no 
general uprising nor did the government or military go to pieces. 
While some comment seems to envisage more "fence-straddling", 
I commented that these attacks may bring the war, and the VC 
ruthlessness, home to the people of the cities who have been 
relatively secure and not personally engaged until now. I pointed out 
that it is early to judge the caliber of the government1s response to 
the tasks that now confront them, but that they seem to be making 



an effective beginning_. Finally, there is bound to be a profound 
impacf on ,V:,c.· n1orale, particularly in those units which bore the: 
brunt o_f the.figp.t. 

14. General Eisenhower comment~d that he agr-eed with this . 
last point: · He added that for the V C to commit their remaining . 
forces in· a :new attack now would be to reinforce failure, which seems 
open to doubt. ) He asked whether it is possible to identify who is V C 
and wh_o is a loyal citizen. I described some of the screening tech­
niques that a3:e being used. 

15. Finally, I covered the Pueblo seizure, beginning with 
what happened at the time, according to messages received and 
monitored. As to location, it seems certain that the ship was in 
international waters when seized. In addition, there had been no 
information at any time suggesting that the ship had violated 
territorial waters. The orders to the ship expressly required that 
it stay outside. As to destruction of classified material and docu­
ments, full information was not received from the ship. It appears, 
however, that much, but perhaps not all, of the sensitive equipment 
was destroyed, and much of the rest may have been damaged to 
some degree. Diplomatic efforts are still being pursued. The South 
Koreans are very exercised and upset and we are trying to settle 
them down. 

16. ·General Eisenhower had no -major commenr other .tha..~ that~; 
the.Liberty incident and this one should cause us to establish adequate 

,. plans and preparations for destruction of equipment and documents. ·1 

·He commented ·that, from his own experience~ these preparations .-' 
have ·so:rnetimes·been inadequately made. ,, He asked whether the 
ship was under control in naval operational channels, and I told him 
that it was, as evidenced by messages between the ship and the 
naval station in Japan. He reiterated that thf.s~incident, like that 
of the Liberty J .eri'ouJ."d~aJe:rt~~--warn 'Ul,. 

R 
A. J. GOODPASTER 
Lieutenant General, U. S. Army 
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J · 
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SUMMARY: VICE PRESIDENT KY HAS ORDERED MORE RICE DISTRIBUTED . IN 
. . SAIGON AND ,MEAT TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE CITY TO AVERT THE DANGERS 

( ''. 
.. ·oF SHORTAGES, ESPECIALLY SHOULD ANOTHER ATTACK OCCUR. AT THE 8 

FEBRUARY MEETING OF THE TASK FORCE, VARIOUS MErlBERS SPENT THEIR 
TIME CRITICIZING EACH OTHER, AFTER WHICH KY TRIED TO SOOTH EVERYONE • . 
TASK FORCE CHIEF OF· STAFF MAJOR GENERAL THANG IS FIND ING IT IMMPOSSIBLE 

· TO CUT T'HROUGH REDTAPE AND, AT HE TASK- FORCE MEETING ON 9 FEBRUARY, 
THREATENED TO RESIGN. ~~UMt1A.RY•- . 

·. 1 • IN HIS CAPACITY AS HEAD OF THE JO INT GOVERNt1ENT OF VIETNAM 
- CGVN)/U. S • . TASK FORCE, VICE PRESIDENT . NGUYEN CAO KY HAS ORDERED THAT 

2,000 TONS OF RICE BE DISTRIBUTED . DAILY THROUGHOUT SAI30N RATH.ER THAN 
MERELY THE 200 TONS REPORTEDLY DISTRIB°tJTED o'N 8 FEBRUARY. KY ALSO 

.. WANTS TO ASSURE THE DISTRIBUTION TO THE PEOPLE WITHULIHE NEXT 48 
. HOURS OF 1,300 TONS OF FROZEN . PORK. HE FEELS THttT IF THERE IS 
. · ANOTHER .ATTACK ON THE CITY, - IT : IS ESSENTIAL . THAT 'EVERYONE HAVE SEVEN 

DAYS' . SUPPLY OF F-00D. A.T PRESENT, 600 REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT 
CRD) CADRES EQUIPPED W IT-H. BULL HORNS AND SPLIT INTO TEN TEAMS ARE . 
HELPiNG IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF RICE IN TEN OF THE 75 REFUGGEE 
CENTERi• THAT HAVE B:EN ~~T UP IN SAIGON. · . . ' 

2. · : . :IHE VIET CONG CVC) ' HAVE ALREADY INFILtfL'iTED 
THE POPULACE IN CERTAIN SECT IONS . OF SAIGON. GVN AUTHORITIES CA~~i'!OT 

, USE FORCE EN MASSE BECAUSE ·INNOCENT PEOPLE WOULD BE KILLED. THE GVN 
HAS ALREADY BEEN FORCED TO BURN SOME HOUSES TO GET AT THE VC AND 

. THIS HAS NATURAl.L Y ANGERED THE PEOPLE AFFECTED. IF THERE IS ANOTHER 

. ATTACK uURING -THE NEXT TWO DAYS. THE 1301,000 REFUGEES NOW IN SA.IGON~ 
. UNLESS THEY HAVE SUFFICIENT FOOD SU?PLIE::i, COULD EVENTUALL 'f BE PRO­

VOKED. IN!O A STREET MP.RCH IN SEARCH OF FOOD. THE REFUGEE CENTERS .~LSO 
HAVE ?R03ABL Y BEEN INFILTRATED BY THE VC 1\l'lD IT WOULD BE BEHIND A VC 
FLAG TH.~T Ti-H: 6\iPUSf~S WOULD I-1.'\K~ Tm:IR tlA1tCH. IF SUCH A -SITUA1"UUI 



,.,: ,::.:;;:;;M]i1v-:ii:::.t'K1;1,1'.t~i.¥i~~i~;A,iiiik (;iiti~irnt1;iii_i_r~ii~ii~l1iiiJs~};_,::i:ii_:I~_i_i _:_·_1\ 
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ml)) C,\ORES EQUIPPED W ~;-.-,; BULL HORNS AND SPl..IT . lNT~::TEN TEAMS ARE .:.;ji;,·. . 1 .'if' 
HELPIN~ IN THE. DISTRIBIJ, _:.;,"ON.-OF ~ICE lN TEN OF -~HE \.:i.!~E.~UGGEE ·: ,J~ f/CJ1,f-J) 
CENTER~ THAT HAVE BEll:N '.SET UP IN SAIGON. . .. . . ,· , · , - · · · .'.'.:::·;;t.:·,:·: 
. 2 .. ti _. . . . 1: JTHE VIET CONG CVC) ' HAVE ALREADY INFILTRATED - . . 
THE PO ULACE IN CERTAIN SECTIONS . OF SAIGON. GVN AUTHORI.TlES CANNOT . 
USE FORCE EN ~MSSE BECAUSE INNOCENT PEOPLE ·wouLD BE ·KILLED. THE GVti 
liAs ALREADY BEEN FORCED TO BURN smrn: HOUSES TO GET 1\T °THE vc AND . 
THIS H.~S NATURALLY ANBERED THE ·PEOPLE AFFECTED. IF THERE IS ANOTHER 
ATTACK DURING THE NEXT . TWO DAYS THE 130,000 REFUGEES-NOW IN SAIGON, 
UNLESS THEY HAVE SUFFICIENT FOOD SUPPLIES, COULD EVENTUAL~Y BE PRO­
VOKZD INTO A STREET MARCH lN SEARCH OF FOOD. THE REFUGEE CENTERS At.SO 
HAVE PROBABLY BEEN INF:ILTRATED BY THE VC AND -IT WOULD BE BEHIND A VC 
FLAG THAT THE REFUGEES WOULD MAKE THEIR MARCH. IF SUCH A SITUATION' 
SHOULD OCCUR, THE GVN FORCES ·coULO NOT SHOOT INTO THE' CRmms. THUS, 
THERE ·rs EXTRENE URGENCY IN THE TASK FORCE· s RELIEF JOB.-)· 

3. _AT A ~lEETING OF . THE. TASK FORCE ON 8 . FEBRUARY,· KY. ATTEMPTED 
T.O SOOTH EVERYONE'S FEELINGS AFTER THEY HAD BEEN CRITICIZED BY 
OTHERS. ?RIME MINISTER NGUYEN . VAN LOC, FOR .EXAMPLE·, ·HAD BEEN 
CRITICIZING MINISTER OF HEALTH TRAN LY Y FOR REQUESTING FUNDS, . 
FOOD AND SU??l.IES WHICH, LOC 'CHARGED, · HE WANTED FOR THE FMlILITES 
OF HIS DOCTORS AND NURSES. LOC ALSO CRI-TICIZED DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
INFORMATlON AND ?RESS NGUYEN NGOC LINH. FOR HIS PART, THE LATTER 
TOLD -DIRECTOR GENERAL OF YOUTH AND SPORTS NGUYEN GUU TRI THAT HE 
SHOULD GET THE ·youTH our ON THE STREETS WORKING ON THE ' l• S-lc.) . . · 
DIRT AND GARBAGE PROBLEM.t: JAN EFFORT Wll.L BE MADE ),'1lb)L') : 

.TO GET THE RD CADRES TO WORK tHTH THE YOUTH IN CLEANING UPTHE 
S!Rt:ETS.) LINH CHARGED THAT TRI HAS BEEN PLAYING POLITICS BY 
USING ONE .GROUP AND .REFUSING THE SERVICES OF ANOTHER, SOMETIMES 
IGNORING THE BETTER ORGANIZATION. IN THIS CONNECTION, 1.INH SAID HE 
HAD A REPORT THAT. TRI WAS DISCRIMINATING AGAINST THE-- NATIONAL 
COLUNTARY SERVICE. . . . 

4. ':__ _ _ _ _ _ CHIEF OF 
THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF GENERAL CAO VAN VIEN IS UNHAPPY WITH 
DIRECTO.R GENERA!. OF NATIONAL POLICE BRIGADIER GENERAL NGUYEN ·NGOC 
LOAN ANDr--=:]VIEN AND TASK FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF MAJOR GENERAL . 
NGUYEN DO'cfHANH ARE. BOTH UNHAPPY ABOUT THE WHOLE SITUATION., ( - .1VIEN, THANG AND OTHERS DISCUSSED THEIR 
GENERAL UNHAPPlNESS r A LUNCHEON CONVENED BY KY ON 8 FEBRUARY.) 

5. THANG HAS NOT BEEN PERFORMING WELL AS A COO RD INA TOR IN 
HIS JOB AS TASK FORCE. CHIEF OF STAFF; ALTHOUGH- WORKING HARD PERSONALLY, 
HE IS NOT PUSHING THE GROUPS ENOUGH TO ACCOMPLISH ASSIGNED TASKS. . 
HE SPENDS A .GREAT DEAL OF TIME AT MEETINGS, · AND . . · 
SEEHS UNABLE TO CUT - THROUGH THE MINISTERIAL . AND BUREAUCRATIC 
MORASS. IH FRUSTRATION, HE THREATENED TO RESIGN DURING THE TASK 
FORCE MEET.ING OF. 9 FEBRUARY. LIEUTENANT COLONEL KHU DUC HUNG, WHO 
HAS BEEN NAt1ED HEAD OF -THE TASK FORCE• S POPULAR PARTICIPATION SECTION, 

. IS ALSO NOT WORKING OUT. · D IRECTO.R GENERAL OF INFORMAT·ION L.INH HAS 
· ADVISE._D KY TO GIV_E MINIST-ER OF OPEN ARMS ~GUYEN_ XUAN PHONG 

HIGH LE'JEL RESPONSIBILITIES IN THIS AREA. · 
C _ _ . IA NUt13ER OF CIVILIAN 

INTELLECTUALS HAVE OFFERED KY THEIR SERVICE BUT HAVE INDICATED 
THEY ARE um, !LL ING . TO WORK UNDER . THE SUPERVISION OF HUNG . 

. \iHOM THEY . CONSIDER TO BE UNQUALIFIED.*( · _ _ _ -1:~t\ 
. 6. · 'FIELD D!SSEM: STATE USMl-\CV 7TH AIR FORCE DIR/JUSPAO OlR. 

ZORTHIAN 0~,1L Y) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF 
-QP• 1 '" 
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AcT/GV 
Frlclay, J"ebftary 9, 1,,a-----
4 :45 p. m. 

ML PRESIDENT: 

Hanwlth, a• apprwri by Sect. a..k, ... dal 
laatnactloa• for Cy Vaace. 

Al■o attaclaed l■ a n.td accouat from Oeaeral 
Boaeateel of the atate of mlad of Presidaat Parit. 
I han coafirmed with state Deputmeat tlaat 
tlley belle.e the iaatract:leaa atill hold after 
the · receipt of tbl■ meaaap. 

w. w. aoatow 

~OP BCltET .U.cluneata (log 578 and Korea ·os 13 EO) 

Q,_ \9 ( { l1Me 



(Approved by Secretary Rusk) 

T0P S:BCRET - t)u,,., .~ 

MISSION OF CYRUS R. VANCE (iJ-J ~ 
Special lnstructio1L 

You should arrange for a secret conversation with President 

Park with only his interpreter and/or personal assistant::, 

Yi Hu-rak present, You should decide who should accompany you. 

You are to convey the following in any manner and with any 

elaboration you deem desirable. 

l. The immediate release of the USS Pueblo and its crew is 

required to reduce quickly the tension in the area and the 

• danger of war. This is of transcendant importance. But there 

is another aspect that is extremely important to President 

Johnson • . 

2. The country and the Congress have welcomed the President's 

restraint in the face of this great provocation, just as it has 

welcomed President Park's restraint in the face of the Blue 

Rouse raid. If the crew and the vessel are not returned quickly, 

this will not only become a very serious matter between the 

U.S . . and the North Koreans, but it can become a very serious 

mat_ter on the American political scene. President Park knows 

the problems of free elections. This is an election year in the 

U.S., and the issue could become a major one in the campaign 

in such a way as to affect U.S.-ROK relations and our position 

in Southeast Asia. This is the second reason w'!,ly the U.S. 

must do its utmost and use every possible means to obtain the 

immediate release of the crew 

'!6:P S:SCRii 
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and the vessel. The private meetings channel ls at present the only 

one which offers any prospect of obtairdng release and we must give it 

every opportunity to show whethe1· it will produce results. We can.not 

throw. this matt.er into open meetings of the Military Armistice Commission_. 

or insist on a Republic of Korea representative attending the public 

meetings., which would certainly produce a breakdown of those talks. 

3. The Pi·esident is deeply appi•eciative of the closeness of the 

exchanges which have been taking place i11 this very grave situation. 

It reminds him of the close and continuing contacts between Presidemt 

· Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill during World War I[ and he 

wants to keep it that way. The President understands President Park's 

domesltc problems and he wants President Park to understand his. 

There is no substitute for this personal trust and confidence at a time 

. like this, 

4. We are not going to abandon the Republic of Korea when. the 

·USS Ptioblo a.nd its crew are 1·eturned, but we will rermain in Korea 

in even stronger force than before. President Johnson urges Prsident 

Park to be caln1 and patient, not to permit any of his officers to engage 

in rash acts which might lead to fighting on the DMZ, which would create 

a wholly new set of problems and dangers and strains 011 our alliance, 

as well as intt1rrupt the great progress that the Republic o:f Korea has 

been. making ui,der President Park. 



(Approved ~y Secretary t1lk) 
Si'CEH:T 

February 9, 1968 

SUBJECT: Them.es for the Mission of Cyrus Vance 

1. To persuade President Pro:k that we attach as rnuch impor­
tance to the North Korean provocations against South Korea as we do 
to the return of the USS Pueblo and crew. · 

2. To make Pa1·k imderstand we do not see the issue in Korea 
as a double problem, one involving the U.S. in its atterq:ts to obtain the 
·release of the USS Pueblo and its crew, and one involving the R~public 
of Korea in the f a.ce of North Korean provocations. The provocations 
against tho Republic of Korea a.re a problen1 for both countries, not 
just the Republic of Kl'>rea, and the SS Pueblo is not just our problem 
wt requires ·south Ko1·ean cooperation to be resolved. 

3. To explain to Park that we are committed to using peaceful 
rr1eans to :t·esolve both sets of problems and until we have clearly 
abandoned hope io1• a peaceful settlement we must t·eserve judgment 
as to fu.rthel' coui·ses of act1011. 

4. To ask Park publicly and privately to associate himself 
with our view that he too seeks a peaceful solution. 

5. To obtain a reaffirmation that the authority of General 
Bonesteel and the chain of con1mand will be absoiutelr_ observed. 

~ 

6. --to imp1:eS$•"·0a · J.>ark"t·mu: "!US~' 'as-'we-wiTl no-t' .. take'"uriD.atera1 
reprisal acti.ons agaiustdthe North Koreaos in.thehoresent tense 
situat1on without ruli a vance consultation witn im, we expect : 
that no unilateral reprisal actions will be taken by the Republic ! 
9t _l~o.r~a 1 .oxge.11.iz.ed _or .. .spontaneous., without . ...ful.l .. advai:-1.c.e ·con.aul- -·-- 1 • •• 
tation with us• a1.1d to inform him that such ROK actions could 
well alienate American and world opinion and destroy the very 
foundat:ion of both the ROK case and our case and endanger support 
.for our alliance • 

. ---· -· ..., ,,,. _ -~ ·····-.. ---·- --·--·-- ···----···· ·----···-.. · .. -··. . ·-----·-·--·-· ----···-· ····--. ---- ----·-· 
7: · To convm·ce Park t.hat we m.ust ·- .. _· - · .... -} pursue private 

rneetings with the North Koreans to obtain release of crew and vessel, 
unUl we are convinced that :further talks of this kind are fruiUess. 
and we 1nust look t.o Athe.t_.Q.Purae$ o! action. · 

DECLASSIFIED 
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8. To 1nake Park understand that the attachment of a South 
Korean to the private meetings is impossible because th0 North 
Koreans will not accept it and if we make an issue of thi.c; it will 
terminate the private meetings. 

9. To make Park understand that open meetir1gs o:f the Military 
Armistice Commission will not solve either the provocation problem or 

t he Pueblo. It is a propaganda iorwn. · 

10. To malce Park \.tnderstand that when the Pueblo Case is 
settled we will not return to the sSJ1.tus quo but by our actions in pr<.widin\} 
additional 1nilitary and counter-infiltration assistance and by keeping 
augrnented forces in and a.rowid South Korea we will display our deter­
mination to stand with the ROl<s. 

ll. To st.ress to President Park that the continuing public evidence 
of differences between ,1.c3, any threat to return units from Viet-Nam, 
any indication of imilate1'a1 action by South Korea against the North will 
only play into the hands of the North Koreans. 

12. To show Park that we have played the game with him in full 
trust-and confi.dence and we expect full trust and confidence from him. 



MR. PRESIDENT: 

Frluy, Feb. 9, 1968 
4:lS p. m. 

Carl Bowaa. la paaelaa throuah my office, told me the followlag: 

Kal-ala. of the Soriet .Embusy, came to vlllit him delivwriaa 
aa lnvUatioa to a party at the Soviet ~mbaaey later tbl• moath. 
He Hid the Soviet Goveramellt baa ,told the North Kor•-• that 
they have made their propa1aada pobat and ehOllld aow deliver 
over tbe PUEBLO and lta crew. 

Carl p1 ... to u■e the item on a broadcaat. I told him•• had 
coaflrmatioa of no each me•••••· 

w. w. Roetow 



lNFCRM.AnON 

SECRET 

FrlclaJ, J"el,nary 9. 1968 
4:00 p..m. 

Herewltb .Am'D. Bunker 1•t• to 
Thie• loud aad clear. 

w. W. lloatow 

Sal1oa 18699 

.. szc.a:a:1· 

WWB. ostow:rla 

, · DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Ser. 3.4(b) 
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· · FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE.SECRETARY FROM BUNKER 

.. 

i. 

-· 

REF : STA1E 111~37; SAIGON 18583 

•.1• Ar!ER PRE:SEN1"INt;THE 'PRESIDENT·s l..E"fTER TO THa:u. I SAID THAi 
. I HAD A NUMBER OF SPECIFIC POI.N1'S WHICH I WISHED TO DISCUSS ?RI• 

V~TELY ~ND FRANKLY WITH HIM. I POINTED OUT THAi ONLY THE PRESIDENT 
.AND SECRETARY RUSK WERE AWARE OF THESE SUBJECTS. . .... 
2. I TOLD THIEU THAT WE FELT THE COORDINATED NVA/VC ATTACKS AND 
THE·E~EMY•s EXTENSIV~ PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN HAD HAD A VERY N~GA• 

~~~HJ-fll?Hi~~i&,$L:S ~ 
TIVE' EF'FECT IN THE U.S. AND ELSEWHERE ABROAD. I NOTED THAT AT THt 

· BEGINNING THIS HAD ALSO BEEN TRUE OF VIETNAMESE OPINION BUT !HAT 
THIS HA-·s CHANGED SHAR?l..Y IN TKE MEANTIME. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT 

t · ' I HAD TOLD HIM SEVERAL TIMES DURING THE PAST WEEKt WE FEEL STRONGLY 
THAT IT ts OF THE HIGHEST URGE~CY FOR THE GVN TO ACT VIGOROUSLY TO 
MEET BOTH THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS, AS WELL AS THOSE OF LONGER RANGE 
~ND MORE DEEP-SEATED IN NATURE. I SAID THESE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
MADE IT EASIER FOR VC POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA EFFORTS TO BE EFFEC• 
TIVE. NOTING THAT RAPID AND DECISIVE ACTION MIGHT MEAN·OCCASION~L 

... 

. l 

' . 

. ' 

· MISTAKES~ I SAID WE MUST BE PREPARED TO TAKE RISKS. · wE CAN LIVE 
.\H'tH SOME MISTAXESt BUT NOT WITH · "BUSINESS ,AS USUAL". I ASSURED HIM 

. THAT HE CAN COUN.T ON OUR ENrIRE ·suP?ORT AND ADDED THAT THIS WAS NO 
. 'TIME FOR HALF-MEASURES. NOTING TH~T THIS WAS A MOMENT OF OPPORTUNITY . ' 1 

FOR HIM AND THE VICE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER TO ~lORK ·TO• ! ! 
t- GETHER AS A CLOSELY KNIT TEAM I REITERATED THAT. THEY WOULD ALL ! 
' HAVE OUR STRONG SUPPORT. I THEN SAID !HAT· THERE WERE SEVERAL SPECIFIC J 
~--······· t't~fl1S. I.)1ANT£0 TO .DISCUS$ WITH' HIM.,. . ~-·•::·~. · ·· -

.. 

.J l • .• :. •.... --•· ... ___ _ 
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,3. ONE Or TKE MOST URGENT TASKS rs TO ·S'fRENGTHEN THE ARVN AND TO 
GET TH~ EfEST OFFICERS INTO COMMAND POSITIONS WHILE ELIMINATING THE 
INCOMPETENTSa I SAID THIS WAS A REAL OPPORTUNITY TO EVALUATE THESE 
OFFICERS, REMARKING THAT GENERAL ~ESTMORELAND CONSIDERED THAT TKE 
o.rvrsroN COM(1ANDERS HAD DONE .WELL, BU.i THAT OBVIOUSLY SOME IMPROVE- · 
NEN'rS \JERE NEEDED AND THIS \IJAS THE TIME· TO DO IT. 

•' 

4. THIEU SAID HE AGREED AND ASSURED.ME THAT THEY PLAN TQ TAK& 
\ ADVAN,TAG£ QF THE PRESENT SITUATION TO . MAKE NECESSARY CHANGES t 

INCLUDLNG TWO OF THE COR?S COMMANDERS. HE CONFIRMSD HIS PLAN TO 
SEND GENERAL THANG . TO IV CORPS BY MARCH 1, AND TKAT FOLLOWING 
THIS HE INTENDED TO REPLACE VINH LOO; AND TKAT OTHER CHANGES WOULD 

. BE MADE. THIEU REFERRED TO HIS ANALYSIS OF THE ENEMY EFFORT IN HIS 
.-~--· TALK WITH NE·,F'EB •. 7 (SAIGON-18561), ESPECIALLY THE COUNT.E:R-PAC!FI-. 

· ·; . CA'fION CAMPAIGN. HE THEREFORE SAW A POSSIBLE NEED TO STRENGTHEN 

.. , 

I 
. . 
,• 

. . 
I• ; . 

ARVN TO AN EVEN GREATER DEGREE THAN THE 65~000 INCREASE PREVIOUSLY 
PLiNNED. HE THEN WENT OVER SOME OF THE MEASURES HE DESCRIBED . 
YESTERDAY FOR SPEEDING UP THE INDUCTION PROCESS ro· BRING IN THE. . 
'YOUNGER CATEGORIES IN THE FIRST srx MONTHS Or 1968,. SAYING HE HAD 
ALREADY TALKED TO DEFENSE MINISTER- VY ABOUT THtS. THIEU ADDED THAT 

~-E~OO~e~ E4' R 5-'f - . 
HE \iJANTED V!EN TO TALK TO WESl'MORE.Lt=iiND ABOU"f WHE:·rHER ·rHERE: WAS A 
NEED TO INCREASE THE FORCES BEYOND 65 1 000 ALREADY CONTEMPLATED • 

. ' .IF' SO 9;, WHAT COULD THE U.S. DO TO SUPPORT THESE ADD!TIONAt. FORCES 
IN iHE WAY Or EQUIPMENT AND FUNDS IN F'Y 1969? . ".,,. . 

' · 5 • I TKEN N01'ED THE FAILURE Or THE VIETNAME'.SE MILITARY !NTELL!GENCF: . . . ·: 
~~ SERVlCES IN NOT KNOWING THE TIMING OF THE ENEMY ATTACK, AND POINTED 
· OUT THE OBVIOUS NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT IN THIS FIELD. THIEU SAID ,. 
• · · !KET THEY CERTAINLY DID NOT KNOW THE: EXACT rIME BUT THE AT'i'ACK 

ITSELF ~AS NOT A SURPRISE, AS IT HAD BEEN LAID OUT IN HANOI rs 
( . DECISION NOo ·t::S AND ITS SUPPLEMENTS? \HUCH ENVISAGED AN U?RISlNG 
'· ' DURING TtE FIRST OF 1958. THIEU SAID THE SURPRISE WAS IN THE SCALE 

A~D THE A~CURACY OF THE ATTACK? ESPECIALLY THE CAREFULLY PIN• 
POHrfEO MOVES IN SAIGON .. HE NOTED THAT IN PROVINCif\L TOWNS THERE 
HAD BEEN MORE OR LESS CONTINUING ATTACKS Or ONE SORT OR ANOTHER• . ! 
THIEU SAID 'iHAT GENERAL VIEN HAD \IJARNED Al.L THE CORPS COMMANDERS• 
HE ADDED THAT IN MY THO FOR EXAMPL~ THE COMMANDER KNEW AN ATTACK ' 

.. 

; · WAS COMING A.ND WAS PREPARED; "fHIS \JJAS ALSO ·rRUE OF THE CO_MMANDERS : 
~ .: '• Or. THE 22ND AND 23RD ARVN DIV!SlONS IN II C02PS. .: . .,- ·-·-·-. .. . . '• . . . 

I• ,•• -:. ...... ,/' • 

.... ... -... ---· . ·---·· --·-· .. ··--··-····------·-· .... . . .. . ....... _#••·•·-·· ... ... ' 
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PACE 5 B:UJ.l:J::f~~ 

S, I THEN EMPHASIZED TO THIEU THE. EXTREME IMPORTANCE OF GETTING 
AT THE PROBLEM Or CORRUPTION, NOTING THAT IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
HE HAD SAID. THAT IT WOULD SE ATTACXED AT ALL LEVELS~ FAILURE TO 
TAKE VIGOROUS ACTION WILL MAKE ·THE GO~ERNMENT INCREASINGLY 1 
VULNERABLE: TO -CRITICISM A't HOME AND ABHOAD .. I URGED THAT !,T BE 
MADE CLEAR THAT A NEW DEAL rs· IN EFFECT.AND THAT THERE WOULD BE 
RAPID AND DRASTIC MEASURES OF JUSTICE TAKEN AGAINST OFFICIALS BY 

. ~(HE IR PRO MP1' RF.MO VAL., · • 
. ' . 

. 7 .. THIEU SAID ONCE AGkIN THAT HE FULLY AGRF.£D. HE PLANNED TO 
. GO AHEAD WITH ~HE GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE REfORM ON MARCH 1, 

·-·-~-·-EVEN THOUGH THE NEW TRAINING OF ?ROVINCF. AND DISTRICT CHIEF'S HAD 
TO BE. POSTPONED FROM THE BF.GINNING Or FEBRUARY UN'rll.. THE BEG INNING 
OF . MARCH" HE THOUGHT THAT THE. ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM I.TSELF' IN THE : 
PROVINCE WOULD 8£ A DETERRENT TO CORRUPTION 'SINCE THE PROVINCE · 

~ CHIEF'S WO.ULD NO LONGER BE ABLE TO LOOK TO THE .CORPS COMMANDERS FOR 
PROTECTION. THIEU SAID. THAT AS ALWAYS THE PROBLEM BOILED DOWN TO 
GETTING SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE. HE HAD TWO ALTERNATIVES· 1) TO 
REMOVE A~L SUSPECT

0

PROVINCE AND OISTRICT'CHIEFS AND HOLD THEM FOi 

p~~;~.-Q,-R~ 
!NVESTI.GATION, OR 2) TO GET THE EVIDiNcE fIRST AND THEN MOVE 
AGAINST THEM. I INTERJECTED THAT THERE WERE MANY RUMORS OF CORRUPTION 
AT~HIGH LEVELS AND THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO MAKE AN EX~MPLE 

.. ·.· Or SUCH PAST OrFENDERS. I SAID THIS WOULD 'MAKE VERY CLEAR THAT 
:.: THE FUTURE WOULD BE A NEW DEALo 1'HIEU CONCLUDED LACONICALLY '!"HAT 

,.PROBABLY SOME 80 PERCENT OF' THE PRESENT PROV:!NCr: CHIEFS IJJERE EtTHER 
INCOMPETENT OR CORRUPT • . (COMMENT: .I B6LYEVE THt\T F'RO M THIS F'RANK 

· TALK THIEU RECOGNIZES THAT THERE IS AN OVERRIDING PROBLF.M HF:RE 
·• "lHCH C.ANN'Ot · WAIT AND THAT· HE INTENDS TO GET Ar1"ER IT• IN ANY CASE 

. · . I SHALL KEEP PUSHING ao1·H HI'M AND THE PRIME MINISTER ON THIS 
:. . ·scoRE .) , . ·. 
•. . 
'. . .... BUNKER , ... . .... .. . . . ·.: 

. ... -•. . . .. . .... . 

I 

. . : 
l 

· . . 

; 

·,. 

I • 
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Friday, February 9, 1968 ----1-l~M 

Mr. Preeident: 

Attached i• a thou.pUul memorandum from Secretary 
Ruak recommendina that you appoint a Concr•••ional team 
to viait la.dia durin1 the Eaater rece■■ and report on 
economic proepecta alter the dr011pt. Po■aible name• 
are •u11e■ted at the bottom ol page 3. Chet Bowle• i• 
atron1ly for thia. 

I think thia ii a very 100d idea. The thl.q that mi1ht 
help the foreiaa aid bill moat ia an eye-witne•• report from 
non-India lever• on the Hill that Indian proare•• i• poaalble 
and that we have a major atake in it. There ia a ri■k, of 
courae, that the group would return uacon'riAeed, but 1 think 
it'• a chance well worth takiJl&. 

The travel involved would not alfect the balance of 
paymenta; it would be palcl for entirely la exceaa rup•••· 

W. W. Roatow 

EKH/vm.r 
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. THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON p . 

February 6, 1968 

. LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

; . 
Subject: Congressional Delegation to go 

to India 

Recommendations: 

That you send a Congressional delegation to 
India to review recent economic progress there as 
a means of stimulating Congressional support for 
the FY69 aid bill. 

Approve Disapprove ------ ------
That you provide the group with a military 

aircraft to facilitate their travel. 

Approve ------ Disapprove ------
Discussion: 

India will inevitably be a major focus of 
discussion for the FY69 aid bill. As India is 
the largest recipient of aid funds, Congress is 
forced to think in terms of India when it considers 
aid. This fact provides us with both the require­
ment and the opportunity to make k"Tiown to Congress 
the economic progress India has made and the progress 
we anticipate in the coming year. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Exempted from atuomatic decontrol. 

l.., __ _ 
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Knowledge ·about developments in India -- as 
elsewhere .:.._ nonnally lag·s behind the fact. Most 
Congressmen probably still regard India as a vast 
famine a·rea as a · result of · the droughts in 1965 
and 1966 •. The Government of India is itself trying 
to improve its image in Congressional eyes. We 
should support this attempt. · 

I believe that a Congressional Team which could 
see Indian progress for itself and report back to 
Washington would be the most effective means of 
making Congress aware of India's accomplishments. 
The Poage Mission which you sent to India last 
winter returned to Washington with a much more 
sympathetic attitude towards India and performed 
great service in convincing Congress of the need 
for our food program. 

A Congressional delegation would observe such 
visible signs of progress as: 

the wheat fields of northern India producing 
a record crop, 
the vast new irrigation project at Nagarjunasagar 
which will provide water for 650,000 acres, 
the large new fertilizer plant at Coromandel, 
the new electric power projects, 
the new industrial enterprises completed 
during the past year in such fields as 
graphite, plastics, nylon, ore pelletization, 
etc. 

Other less tangible signs of P.i::?g.ress which the 
delegation could be exposed to ar.e.; . · 

,. al . ..., _ 

r :'II,; .-~ ii' 

the enthusiasm of the fa.mers who have 
discovered the advantage of high yielding 
seed, fertilizer and new techniques, 
the improvement in industrial production, 
especially in consumer goods, now anticipated 
as _the result of greater constnner demand, 

;11! .. . . 
LIMITED OFFICIAL -USE 
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the advances," albeit somewhat spotty, in 
family planning, 
the increases in exports now expected to take 
place, especially in the agriculture-based 
industries such as jute. 

Travel Ban 

I believe that this trip is sufficiently important 
to qualify as essential travel under the travel ban. 
As noted below, it could be paid for with excess rupees 
and would hence not be a balance of payments item~ 

Arrangements 

A team named by you and going over as a specific 
group would receive the most publicity here and, we 
believe, have the greatest effect. Ambassador Bowles 
has urged that wives be included and this strikes me as 
a good suggestion. A military aircraft provided by 
the Administration would facilitate the work of the 
mission. If funds are not available for a military 
aircraft, we recorrnnend corrnnercial flight with payment 
in excess currency as this arrangement would not 
affect our balance of payments. 

Composition of Team 

I suggest that the team should be made up of key 
members of such corrnnittees as Foreign Affairs, Appro­
priations, Banking and Currency, and Agriculture, with 
representation from both Houses and both parties. 
Ambassador Bowles has suggested these names as 
possibilities:_ Senators Monroney, Pastore, Jackson, 

.Muskie and Hruska and Representatives Shriver, Bow, 
Adair, Goodell, Mahon and Laird. It might also be 

. desirable to include one or two members of the Poage 
Team (which i~cluded Senator Miller and Representative 

·oole) for the sake of continuity. A total of 5 or 6 

- . 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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members would be desirable so that they could split up 
and visit different parts of the country. If you approve 
the general concept, we will explore the co~position and 
the financing with appropriate Committee chairmen after 
which we will come back to you to ask you to name the 
me~bers formally. 

Easter recess (April 7-14) when members of Congress 
would be more readily available. 

-,~ I believe the most appropriate time would be the 

· Support 

The proposed Congressional mission would support 
the Indian Government's efforts to publicize India's 
economic progress. The Indian Embassy recently arranged 
a tour of India for a group of US newspapermen. The 
successful visit of Minister of Family Planning 
Chandrasekhar to Washington was another step in improving 
India' s image. 

In addition, we are considering approaching one of 
the major TV networks about a documentary program on 
India's econo~ic progress. Ambassador Bowles has suggested 
that a small group of respected private citizens be sent 
to India as a parallel mission to review India's progress 
and then testify before Congressional Committees. A 
variation of this suggestion would be to send the original 
Three Wisemen (Woods, Frank and Abs) back to India ten 
years after their first visit (1958) to review a decade of 
progress. Other ideas are also under consideration. 

~ 
· Dean Rusk 

' 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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8:ECRET-

J"riday, Feltnar, 9, 1968 
1:45 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•W.at: 

Herewlth a draft letter from yo11 
to Pr••Weat Park commeact1a1 Cy Va.ace 
ud hl■ mlaa.lon to Pal'k. 

"'--SE Ca ET 

WWB.o•tow:rla 
DECLASSIFIED 

F.O . 12356, Sec. 3 .4{b) 

White House Gui<ld.ine1, J er•. ,...4, 1983 

Hv-11j- , NAR.i'\ , Dau: / -:3/--f.?-
C 



l'•bruary 9, 196 8 

Dear Pre•ldent Park: 

A• you have abeady h.en in.formed by Amba11ador Porter, 
1 am ••Dd.la& Mr. Cyru• Vance to Seoul a• my per■oaal 
repre•entatlve to dlacu11 with you our current common 
problem•, to inform hlm1ell on the current critical 
•ltu.tlon, and to report back to me hl• flndlna• and 
recommendatlona. A• you know, Mr. Vance ■ervecl with 
1reat dlatlnctlon a1 Deputy Secretary of Defen■e. Hla 
&blllty to penetrate to the heart of dllflcult problem.• and 
find wile cour••• of action wa■ demoa•tru.d ln the 
Domlnlcan and Cypl'll• crta••· 

Mr. Vance baa my complete confidence and 11 fully 
famlllar with my thlaJda1. No one wo11ld be better 
qualltled to repreaent me ln the m.iaalon on whlch he la 
about to embark, and l aak ycna to coavey to hlm any 
thoqht• you may have. 

Slncerely, 

Hla Ez-cellency 
Chwa1 Hee Park 
Prealdent of the Republic of Korea 
Seoul 

LBJ:State:WWR:rln 

I '. : ~ {3 . J ,,L_,,...., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 9, 1968 

Dear President Park: 

As you have already been informed by Ambassador Porter, 
I am sending Mr. Cyrus Vance to Seoul as my personal 
representative to discuss with you our current common 
problems, to inform himself on the current critical 
situation, and to report back to me his findings and 
recommendations. As you know, Mr. Vance served with 
great distinction as Deputy Secretary of Defense. His 
ability to penetrate to the heart of difficult problems and 
find wise courses of action was demonstrated in the 
Dominican and Cyprus crises. 

Mr. Vance has my complete confidence and is fully 
familiar with my thinking. No one would be better 
qualified to represent me in the mission on which he is 
about to embark, and I ask you to convey to him any 
thoughts you may have. 

His Excellency 
Chung Hee Park 
President of the Republic of Korea 
Seoul 

l---



wt. PllESIDENT: 

Fri•Y• Feb. 9. 1968 
1:00 p.m. 

Herewith U Coa-ps eatlmata of what a ••ccad 
romad ol dty attack• woald look lib. 

w. w. ao.tow 

-GONFlnEHTIAL attacbmellt 
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Mr. Prealdaat: 

lNFORMAnON 

J"rWay. FeltrGarJ 9, 1968 
12:SO p.m. 

Jut for tile neon, yoa onld bow that 
1 met with eo.p,eanraaa ~ ..... l aac1 
C-n•nn•• Cewa•r•• sroa.p waleb proh.cN 
tlle attac.l\ed repert. It 111 aot tJae flDal won; 
1Nt lt wa•• 1 Ct111Cl__., worked oa la 1804 
faltb. 

I un ha•la& lt staffed oat by Jen.a UMl 
Leoalaart. 

W. W. Jloetow 

WWRoatow:rla 

]? 
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INFORMATION 

~ECRB'f EXDIS 

~'-1-~~ 

ThaPsd-
February .8-; 1968 - / .;?..' s,J _p/?7 

'i . f 

Mr. Preaident: 

State a.nd Defenae this afternoon are 
winding up their Congre•aional consultation• 
on the Jordaa arm• packa1•• Secretary Ruak' • 
final reconunendatiOJl •hould be over early 
tomorrow. 

He is also coaaiderlD.t recomm.endin1 
that you invite Geueral Khammash in for a 
short rea••urlng talk before he leaYe•. 

On the chance that you might be seeing 
Khamma•h, and kaowiq that you will want 
to talk to Gene Black when he returns, I 
thought you would 'be intere•ted in the 
attached r•port of Black's talk with Hussein. 
You will note that, •• important as the arms 
are, at the wp of Kiq Hu•••in' s requeat 
for US help h that we p'1t our muscle into 
aupport of the peacemaking process. 

W. W. R. 

Amman 331&, Z/7 /68 

DECLAS. IFIED 
E.O. 12958, cc. 3.6 
NL.J lt'1-2.0'7 

By c& , ARA D, te 11 ·.3-~1 

..iBe!l~'i1" EXDIS 
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MIDDLE EAST AND LESS AND LESS · 1NFLUENTI AL IN MIDDLE EASTERN . i 

AFFAIRS, IN ·cAIRo HE HAD FOUND coNSIDERABLE PESSIMISM ·RE· ' l 
GARDING JARRING . MISSION• EVERYWHERE ~E -HAD FOUN6 ·GLOOMINESS , 
eoNc:ERNING RECENT .soviET succEssts iN THE AREA• IN couRse: . ·i 

MIS REMARKS BLACK ALSO REFERRED TO ~ING FAISAL'S AP~ROAtH ·to :: 
~ 1 M oN joRDAN ARMS . AND sA ro HE :HAD Now BEEN 1 NFoRMEb _ r:Ror1 -1 

W~SHiNGTON THAT JORDAN 1 S; ARMS . NEEDS ARE REC:EiVING AtTIVE ~~6 : 
· SYMPATHETIC :CONSiDERATION• ·BLACK CONCLUDED BY SAYING HE . ' : 

WOU~D LIKE K1NG 1 S FRANK COMMENTS 0~ FciREGOING SUMMARYe . j 

3 o KI NG HUSSEIN WENT 'THROl;JGH PRESENTATION HE HAS MADE . TO 

.J+ - ~ .. 

' . . 

PA GE 3 RU QM KG 3 3 l 6 A·. S E ; : e R E "f-. . : 
RECENT US VISilORS EMPHASIZING HIS BELiEF THAT AFTERMATH OF , 
JUNE HOSTILITIES HAD "CREATED A REAL CHANCE FQR AREA PEACE~ l 

HE · REC I TED ·. H I S E F" FORT S AT KHARTOUM A ND S UBS E QUENT t..' Y TO BR I NG ·1 
• • • • - - - • . - ·- • - · . • • , I 

ABOUT . A CONSENSUS LEAQI .NG TO THE ·U~ RESOLUTION QF NOV 22, 1967• 
HE SA IO JORDAN I MMEO I A TEL Y · I NFORMEO~ARR I NG OF" I TS UNCON- ; 
OITIONi ( ~CCEPTA~CE OF THE RESOLUTiON• OTHbR AR~BS JMME6i~i E~i 
INVOLVED HAO~ A[SO TRIED TO COOPERATE WiTH JARRING, BUT AFTER , 
SEVERAL' VI s I TS :JARRING ,STILL HAD NOT BEEN ABLE ro I ND I CAT c.: · 
WHETHER ISRAEL · AtCEPTS THE RESOLUTioN• HEA~SHiLE ISR~EL A~s 
VOLLOWED A RUTHLESS ANO AR~OGANT PO~ICY OF .. EXPROPRIATIO~ , . 
DEPORTATION, DEPRJVAL OF PERSONiL RIGHTS, AND OTHER ACTiONS 

.,, 'rHAT CONSIDERED ALL TOGETHER INDICATED THAT ISRAEL · DOES NOT 
-~ANT . TO L I VE ; A T PE A CE W I' TH I TS NE I G HBO RS • 

;, 

4• At KNOWLEDGING BLACK 1 S REMARK THAT THE ·USG HAS ON(Y .LiHifEb 
1NFLUE~EE WITH ISRAEL OR A~Y 6THER iN6EPENOE~T ·GOVT, Ki~G 
MU~SElN QUESTIONED NEVERTHELESS WHEiHER us HAS EXCERcis~6 
,-HE CONS I DER ABLE I NF'.tUENCE IT DOES HAVE WI TH ISRAEL~- HE . 
tHEN s~ro THAT ~iNCE jHE SiMUA RAib HE HAS toME INCREASiNG ~~ 
'fO ·QUESTION WHETHER USG REALLY UNDERSTANDS NATURE OF ITS . -.\ 

' . 

PAG E 4 RUOMKG 3316A S ! CR~ T= 
INTERESTS -IN MIDDLE _ EAST. AND, IF IT ooes, WHETHER IT WILLING -
OR ABLE TO TRY TO MAINTAIN AND PROMOTE THEM• HE BRIEF~Y . 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED 
. . 

-¥JStJ1fr;JEJ!f T;;a E AIJTHORIZATIQN 

.. .. OF THE. EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY . , . 

~- . 
~-~- ◄ • •. r . : _., • .,, ...... .. 
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criED S~SPENSION us ARMS SUPPLY AS ON~~ OF SEVERAL SERIOUS 
· ol~APPOINTMENTS TO - JORD~N• BUT~ HE EMPHASIZED, iMPORTANi 

AS ARMS SUPPLY IS TO .JORDAN IAND AGAIN HE INDIC~TED H~ wou~6 · 
. GO.TO SOVIETS IF NECESSARY), THE JARRING MISSION AND THE UK j 
RESOLUTION ·ARE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. THEY REPRESENT A "L;sf 
CHANCE FOR PEACE IN THE . MI6ciLE EASf;tt ~ING REfE~RED TO 
ASSURANCES US WOULD PUT "MUSCLE" INTO ITS SUPPORT OF UK 
RESOLUTiON• ·USG NOW HAS CHANCE To AtT• QUEsTiON IS WIL~ 
USG ACT AND, IF so, WHEN• TIME . WAS RUNNING our~ IF THE 
MATTER WENT BACK TO T~E SECURITY COUNCIL, THE t~ANCE ·Fo~ A 
PEACEFUL SET-TLEMENT WOULD BE LOST• THE RUSS I ANS WOULD INCRE AS E 
THEiR iNFLUENCE AT . US EXPENSE, ~No· ~HE ULTiMATE RESULT WO ULD 
BE CHAOS WHICH w~s IN NO O~t•s · 1NTEREST, lN~LUDING ISRAt~'s ~ 

_.I( I NG CONCLUDED s·y SA yr NG· HE AL so SHARED BELIEF OF THOSE 
ARAB LEADERS · WHOSE VIEWS HAD BEEN SUMMARIZED BY 8LACKg 
HE ~OPE6 "THEREFORE BLAC~ WOULD P~SS HIS VIEWS TO PRESIDENT 
ANO OTHER US OFFiC1ALS• 

.,.-. 

PAGE 5 RUQMKG 33 l 6A -S E ·c R~ 

§ a AFTER ·KI NG HAD CONCLUDED HIS ·REMA RKs.,. I rooK ace AS I ON 
TO PASS O.N TO HIM SUBSTANCE OF ST ATE . I l 0500 • HE EXPRESSE·O 
·THANKS BUT INDICATED IN PLEASANT WAY THAT WHAT HE NEEDS · AND 
WANTS ~RE CONCRETERESULTS RATHER THAN ASSURANtES WE kR£ 
PRESSING ISRAELIS AND HOPE THEY WILL PRODUCEo 

bo ~LACK IS TO MAKE F~REWELL COURTESY CALL ON KiNG ON 
fIGHTHg 

, GP 0 I SYMMES 

NOT. TO BE REPRODUCED 

w~t~&.1.urr· THE AUTHO _P, IZATION _ 
OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY ' j . 
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MEMORANDUM 

SECRET-

THE WHITE HOUSE 
, 

WAIHJICOTOff 
'r i 

Meeting with the President 
Friday, February 9, 1968, . 10 :30 A. M. 

Agenda 

1. Viet Nam situation (The President) 

Questions at Tab A 

DECl.ilmlED 

Authoriry&a H?-Zt;¼; f-w7-tFtJ 

By~ , NARA. Dace .?-d-9-:i.-

You might begin by saying: You thought ~t a good time for us to take stock 
of the situation in Viet Nam. In particular, you have had prepared eight questions 
designed to clarify where we stand. The object is to put ourselves in a position 
to answer the question: Does Gen. Westmoreland have the forces he needs to deal 
with the next phase of the battle? You '.:co.uld then go into the questions. 

2. Kor~a . ·(perhap~:, without all. the Joint Chiefs) 
•• • • • I --.-

~ ThEf· Vanc:;e Mission 
:··--. when:m.11.he be briefed? 
--· by whotri?. 
-- when can the President see his instructions? 

B. Next Steps at Panmunjom (Sect. Rusk) 

C. What Soviet naval forces are in the area? What is their significance? 
(Sect. McNamara and Gen. Wheeler) 

D. Should we send another message to Kosygin ·today? (Sects. Rusk & McNi~ 
Draft at Tab B 

E. What do we do if the North Koreans stall further? 
· -- arbitration offer? 
_;_ what are results of soundings with Alex Johnson and David Bruce on 

free world m~ritime cooperation against North Korea? 
-- other measures? 

F. Conclusion: Aside fr.om::deciding on the Vance instructions and the 
Kosygin letter, you inay-·wish to close by asking Sects. - Rusk and 
McNamara to focus planning sharply on what we~-do if __ Panmunjom stalls. 
What is the full range of diplomatic and military options? What are 

. the advantages and disadvantages of each?' yr e ·ought to have this by 
Monday at the late (!t. 

.. 

I • 



s-EC!tE-'P 

February 8, 1968 

Questions Related to the Military Situation in Viet-Nam. 

1. What are the problems confronting Generai Westmoreland if the enemy 
continues the attacks on the cities · and, at the same time, opens up one or more 
border fronts (e.g., Khe Sanh, DMZ, Darlac-Kontum)? 

a. What mobfle reserve forces does Westzp.oreland have to meet these 
frontier . attacks? Can he sustain them concurrently in· action? In particular, 
will he have enough airlift to support and supply all of the actions? 

b. With respect to Khe Sanh, what will be the supply problem if the 
airstrip is kept under artillery and rocket fire? 

z. How have the Marines organized Khe _Sanh for defense? How many days 
of supply, particularly ammunition, are in the perimeter? Are these · supplies 
protected from enemy fire? ~ 

3. How is weather likely to affect the . action along the border? When 
. does it favo·r us, when the enemy? 

4. What is the enemy air capability if he elects to use his IL- 28 1 s, . 
MIG 1 s and AN-2 1s in South Viet-Nam or against U. s. naval targets? Are there 
any other surprise weapons with which we should be conc'erned? 

5. If we decided to send addtional forces to Viet-Nam, what ones are 
available? How soon could they be deployed and become operational in South 
Viet-Nam? What would be the effect on our strategic readiness world-wide? 

6. In case of an affirmative decision to reinforce,- what" actions should 
be taken with regard to extension of tours and terms of service, call-up of 
reservists, and requests of Congress? Should we reconsider the question of 
a declaration of war? 

7. What would be the domestic and international impact of the foregoing 
actions? 

8. In the light of the foregoing considerations and our estimate of the 
probable course of events during the next few months, are we satisfied with 
the military resources presently available in Southeast Asia or should we 
make a drastic effort to rush additional forces to i:4e a-_e'a? 

DE~IFIID 
Authority OS~ ,/;ti 1tJ~ZJ-:7J'; 1J.SG ~4','d'P .. 

8!! Cit!: Y By !f /4/ , NARA, Date -?~.:J~ l-,., 
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. . . 

~~iv~r ~oon~st . to .l{os)'gi:1.\ if ' poseible· or· tht'O\lgh 0-romyko if · l>.:it.,e 

-H!.11.iste-r not: ll.Vailable .foltowins me.Gsage dated Fabr~:-y 8 from l'reaid~nt 

to r<osygin: 

I 
~ l 

I 

!trt:Oaseacl.o~ Th0Lupso1.i has -repo::ted fully ·. to rne on · his convet:sation 

-wi.th. you. when he delivered my letter of February . S. I s.m glad to note 

. t~.e.t )'O'\.l. st.ill favo-r a 11-ron,pt, peaceful ·s'1ttlement of the Pueblo i)toblem. 

A:; you know froni our statements end actions, . I s_hare this view. 

~t':.Gte ha~ been. no pr0g1:e-ss. 'the North Koreans have ·not yet told us how 

·they p::-opos~ that th~ p~oblem be settled•: They have ·asked .how we ·· 

pro,o:;~ :wNt:R QUOTE to dispos:e of the casa END · INl'iElt QUO'l:E. Our position 

iJ clctir. Z'hG :Pueblo and it:s cr~w · should ba i:etu~nod t>t:OQptly. I, ' 
j t;· , 

l 
l 

·~-:--..... ----. "~·7."':" ... ,;, -.. r::·-•·~·· .. -:--•--- ti.:?j~iflf.S ··? ; ··:/i· 
,-i: ~ ,I,.. !' .. ', ~ . ' ,,. • · ~ r 

I • 

..• .••. .• ·- - .• I 



,;,,~s a vicl~ti.on of l:heir inattucti.ons to remai.1.t 13 mites o.: rnore fi:om 

we have no siqgle $.Cl:'~p of .c·r~dibl~· evide~ce that the Pueblo was · 

in !xorth Ko~e.~~- 't~_rrf.torial waters d~ring an)". : part o:5 its mission. 

. ~ '1 
.• ·: ~ · 

The North l<orea.i.,s have asked us · to uso the machinery of _the Military 

We can acc~pt most of theset but we fail to see "1hat t~e, new pl:ocedu.1:~s can 

&ccompli&h. that cannot be . clone u11der p1:ese1-.t s.rra.ngements • . The c'1ntral 

. _. . -

I 

i 
! 

! 
I 
J: 
i 

i 
I. : 

I _J 



-SEOOB'£.... 

~ 

t,:1.::.• g"l:';;.\1~.t:,: th::eat to peace. ?~ot'th Koi.·ean ·1ouilspeal~crG in the 

ha.d be.(;ln sent tc, 4$~L\Ssinate President Park lH"\d his 'faniily' and .· others 

would b3 s.:.nt. to fit.\ish tl\e: job. t cat\ think of nothing worse· .than . 

ihiG ic::t. of iufts.m.-aa.to~y ataten,ent in the present oitµation. Wa are. 

~Cf" 
doing · 0t1't' best to calm the situa.tion, ~ · we see no evidence of a aimi.lar 

(/ 

Wha.t is t'~eeded to take tl'\e acuteness out. -of the pi:~se1'lt: inflamed 

situation iu tl,e immediate i:et:u\.'"n of th~ P~ebl~ . and its c.rew. If this 

is net cone e.ve1i.ta may move in such a way t\iat WG may be co1tfi:onted with 

a cituation which neither of us wa,,to. You he..ve. .rightly pointed out that 

f 
,J . 

ncitho:: of us is in complete control of th!) s-ituation'J buJ;: 'it l.s incumbent 

✓ 
upon bQth of us to do what we can to avoid a furtl1e.r deterior~tion. 

G?-l 
EURtSCV:t-rioon:e1:k .. 2/8/68 

End 

--••.--.-.. '• 
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Mil. PRESIDENT: 

Fr14ay, Feb. 9, 1968 
9:50 a. m. 

YOll may wlah to dl■c:u•• tbl• with S.cta. 
llaak ud McNamara thl• mOl'lll•&• 

W. W. Roatow 

D ECLASSIFlE!) 
. E.O . 12356, Sec. J .4{b) 

White House Guidelme-;, }d .J . 21, 1983 

~v ~ , NARA, Dace /.St:!..z......,' 



Friday. February 9. 1968 
9:40 a.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Vla: O.or1• Chrlatlaa 

Herewith a prepoHtl re•poa••• .i-. the line Y" Olltllaed, ahoeld 
S.n&tor Mceut1'y' • &lleptloa about 
aaclea.r weapoaa a.rl•• at the 11 o'clock 
brleflq. 

W. W. ltoatow 

WWRoatow:rln 



Feltl'11&1'J 9. 1968 

PropoHd Statemeat oa Seaator McCarthy'• claim that the mllltar, ba'ff 

aak.ed tb• PN■W.at for pennlaaloa to ••• a11elear waapou la VJ.etaam. 

S.aator McCartlly' • etate:meat la fal••• It la alao unfalr to ou 

armecl Hfflc••• 

Decl•l-• coacerlWII 1111elear weapoaa are •olely t1ae reapouU,Wty 

of the Pre•lfleat. Dlsc•••loa of the matter la not la the utloaal latereat. 

We baft aotllba& farther to aay. 



INFORMA TlON 

-TOP SECltZT mem 

hldaJ, Feb1"11UJ' 9, 1968 
9:)0 a.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

So that JO• ban •••ryoae• • Ylew, 
berewltla the aatl- O. S. , aatl-GVN, 
pro-Haaol Fnaclunan la Sa11oa ••alu.te• 
the VI.et C..1 attack on the ettlea. 

Hl• 1rwt1lq adml••lon• are 
latere•tJ.aa. 

w. W. R.o•tow 

TOP Sl:CllJ:'1 l'.RJNE 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ /,(A C D 3 - I ff I 

Bv k'4:' ': NARA, Date i)-J.;)~ '/-

WWRoatow:rln 



l 

lNFORMAnON 

-rc,p SI.Cit~ 

hWay, Feltnary 9, 19'8 
9:JO a.m. 

Mr. Pre■lcle Ill: 

Tile markM pa•••1• lNlcate■ 
that the B-52 •trike• are IMtlplq at 
Khe Sult ud the •-my -- a• well 
•• oar••l._• -- lul• reaaoa for 
coacera. 

w. w ..... tow 

WWRoatow:rhl 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ <Rile.. 9 -=,-1-
By,~ NARA, Date 3·t3 ·oJ 
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T.C)P ~ ecrtf!T Tft IN E 

DECLASSIFIED 1 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 ·~ . 

. NLJ/!Ac ¢.3 -/g3 \. ~ 
By kW , NARA, Date 3 _17¾¥Developments in South Vietnam 

Another phase of the "Tet offensive" may be 
launched shortly. The renewal of attacks may not 
be as widespread as in recent days, but will prob­
ably be concentrated against specific targets such 
as airfields, the cities of Da Nang and Kontum, and 
coincide with the expected assault against the base 

· at ~he Sanh. 

Enemy pressure against Khe Sanh continued on 
8 and 9 February.. Resistance continued in Hue 
where the enemy may have been reinforced. Farther 
south in 2d Corps, all the province capitals have 
been declared secure, but the enemy may be prepar­
ing to resume attacks -against Kontum Ci.ty and Tuy 
Hoa in Phu Yen. Clearing operation~ continued in 
Saigon, and except for three mortar attacks in 4th 
Corps, the area was generally quiet. 

l . ~~.: ~~:.~s . ~ -m~~~r•,!~-~~;;;'.'.~r.:'!1',1.-~J;n:Tdt!.J~,M.~<'.:~nw-- · 
'l . ~;,:~~ ::~.J fA1/ ~« ;~1?iit~~7~~;

4
~3•o=•;~-~-~; ;;- ;eported that t~e~·\ 

; ·~ . 8th Battalion of the 304th NVA Division's 66th Regi-
1 ~ t . ment suffered 50 per cent casual t_ies __ ~I)_g. ma~@s"ex.:: I 
i -~ / ~ tions as a result of a B-52 strike while it was in- · 

·. 1 .,.. \ filtrating into the Khe , Sanh are-a7 As of 21 January, . 
J i the battalion~s strength stood at 200 men. When the 

,J ; rallier left the battalion, its a~si~ned mission was 
.j to attack the Lang Vei Special Forces Camp . . COMINT 

1 has indicated that elements of the 66th Regiment, th~] 
304th Division's artillery unit, supported the 7 I 
February attack against Lang Vei. · 

< 

~ Further COMINT . reports indicate that the enemy e 

i
ij ha_~_9_Q_I)_t_:h1u..e_<Lt.Q...._sy_f_fer..£~$µ~l_t i_es and ~e~_er~~-<?.-~.S in_ N 

j;J.HL.K® __ .S.anh area. On 8 February, L\ID..!1_subordinat 
., g to the NVA 101D Regiment ...r._epo~ted 8~_ ~J .. lled .. J.J~ .. .. a.~:- · 

l :t;i~!:1, and ~n-uni~entified ~~tt~_li°-.?_ _ne~a..r Khe ~ 
~ _ i.P:9-i..9~j;_eq_j.J::-s__dese.rt ion r..a:t.e_w_~~--_g-~oJYJ...!l_g_ qa,_;i._ly . On 

I ? .Febr':1ary ~~s t2.t.~Ld~~-~-~'t.!9_Il~ .. stood __ at . 73~...1. 
1.nclud1.ng a '.'number of platoon commanders." . 

• ' ' ' r: 
~~<'.~~~&!-¢!:ta.ti'iitlS&ih\.lMiliS@GilWS¥WEWMEt&>~~~ 
~~~~ ·-1:1 -· "- _ Mt~ 

(Continued) 

9 Feb 68 DIA Intelligence Summary Page A-4 
., TOP SECRET TR I~~ E 
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ACTION 

51iCREL 

J'rWa1, Fe1-nar, 9, 1968 
9:20 a.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Vla: Cieor1• Chrl■tlaa 

Oa the baal• of thl1 cule, State 
recomm••• •• aanOWlce the Va.nee mla■len 
to Korea at 6:00 p.m. toalpt om time. 

W. w. Jloatow 

Seoul 4106 

SZCIU!T 

WWR.oatow:rla 

JJ., 

DECLA SIFIE 
F O 12356. Sec. _; 4(h 

• 'fut-= t-fmL<;e GuJ<-Htne§ · et 2 1 19 3 
at I! _L-:3/ ~ .Z..---



.. 

Depa1~tnzent of State 

... .. •·:.: ··,-~"'-·t;i~rr,-c-·------------------------------..... , .. :~n ~ FE::8 o 
~,3; ;:?U/\LO S 4 l ~~:[ l.'4~~~5!, ~ A~J 2 OB 
Z~Y SSSSS ZZH 
o e~05;0l n~a ss 
V~ AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO $~CSTAT£ WASHDC IMMEOIATE ~~Gl 
ST~TE G~!l)C 

·Br 
-S ! e ft E i SEOU~ 4JeS 

NOD I $/CACTUS 

.REF; A·. Si"ATE IJ26lll; B. SEDUL !,l,~3 

1. URGE YOU R~CONS1D~R Tl~E AN~OU~CE~E~T (?ARA 
3 REF' A) !OC.E,N:Aot:i··-lf..r,:~~-,:N,~ ~4r(itlfJtJ:,,t::NA1$~~ 
co V ;._: ,lt.G E-~-.:l:~~O.tJ.~H'.tR~·~:woiiv'C!r:11·~i,~t:~fr::·a111-t..:..S,Lr 
C};Jt I'At:~E NVO y ·CO ~,nm~·w J,t1.::;.B ~:OJf MA~~J'.o-:~ -)~\iO~l:T~/1;-»CE • 
F0.1 v.~r :I\ x..YJ ... n,;E···a'~T1iE"~,,.~·0-l\~ND~""rf!!Hi-·HRS ~EO UL 
IS .. , i3 2 ST • :J:~"£.~!J=J.S :.Rl! ~Uf~1t"D~Lt:it~,::~xo:r~~~S'.il~PB ~LIZ V ~ 

•A'E s ·,..,iPAV°V~WOlD Sll''iUT~N~OUS RtLEASC: ~JlTli ROKG 
BUT EMSASSY· W~ULD MAKE . LOCAL RZLEASE. 

2. FOR R'l::ASONS CI TEO PARA 2 REF 8, Rl!C~l";MEND 

PAGE 2 RUALOS 4108E ~ i OR i T 
T£XT OF DR~FT A»~OUUCEMENT Sj REVISED ~S FOLLO~S: 

cuo·r E p~r,:snn:: ~ff ~JOHNSON ,n l.\. SE:~!) M~. CYR us R. VANCE' 
rnRME~ D~PUTY SECRETARY OF D!FENSE TO SEOUL KOR~A 
AS HIS PERSONAL REPRESE~TATIVE FO~ TAlKS WITH 
jRESIDEUT CHUNG HEE P~R~ ~F THE R~PUSLIC OF KORSA 

. COVERNNENT. THE 1'ALKS 1/HLL SE ABOUT THE GRAVE THRS:AT 
TO ROX ~HICH HAS DEVELOPED AND ACTIONS BEING TAKEN 
BY ·SOTH GOVtRNME~TS TO DEAL WITH PROBLEM. MR. VANCE 
WILL. Bt LEAVING WASHINGtON lN A SPECIAL PLA~£ 
ON FEBRUARY 9. U~QUOT€ 

~. ?i<OPOSSO TiX'r IN R~F' A Cl\N BE I:'lT'!RP.H:TitD TO. MS:AN 
VA~CE Ti.tI? 15 TO R€SOLVE CURREN'!. STt{~.I~~S SET\!&:EN U-SG 
Mm R~~-\; SY U5i OF PHRASt: "GRP.VE SITUA1IO;v, 
WHICH HAS DEVELOPED IN KORE~.tt OUR SUGGZSTED CK~NGES 
~OULD, fOCUS KOREAN ATTENrION ON FACT T.~LKS WOU~O BE ON 
~~ ·'IHflE:AT ANu NEASURES TO OEJ\l. Yl"!H IT. DE ASSIFIED· 

t? • :S P~!·rf Za . E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

BT *· Af,.' ~R.CF..IVED ... .. ~St:CRET: NL',j ~l'j{« g_c.7 
a.;, "- j · •~ By.,.D,Grt:=....? NARA Date R'- ~ 

f I • • • • • • , - ... . .. . 
/ ....... 



INFORMATION 

l'rldaJ. l"eltnary 9, 1968 
9:15 a. m. 

Mr. Preald..t: 

Herewith W••tF'• lateat on Kile 
Saab.. 

w. w • ....... 

SI.CJCE't 

WW.R.o•tow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

~ltite House ~, Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv~ , NARA, Dacc l;f/:1...L--



Friday, February 9, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the fifth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 24 hour 
period of Thursday, February 8, 1968. 

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive sporadic mortar, rocket, and harassing small 
arms and sniper fire. A total of 21 Marines were killed and 27 were 
wounded and evacuated. There were 124 enemy killed, one captured, and 
27 individual and 23 crew-served weapons captured as a res.ult of the 
enemy mortar and ground attack on the Marin~ Company yesterday morning. 

Marine aircraft flew 49 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area while 
the Air Force flew 101, and the Navy flew 77, for a total of 227. Ten secondary 
fires and one secondary explosion were reported. Three personnel carriers . 
and a 11tank-like 11 vehicle were destroyed, and 10 other vehicles were damaged. 
The latter was the action taken against the enemy tanks and vehicles sighted 
yesterday southwest and west of Khe Sanh. 

Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (39) sorties were run in the Niagara area. 
Four of these strikes were in proximity to Khe Sanh. Marine units in the 
area fired 5543 r .ounds of mortar and artillery ammunition. 

The Khe Sanh logistics position continues to improve. A total of 214 
short tons of supplies were airlifted in during the period for an increase of 
87 short tons. The bulk of the airlift was the delivery of 140 short tons of 
ammunition. 41. 5 short tons of engineering equipment, including bunkering 
material, and 24 short tons of vehicles were also delivered. Airlift 'resupply 
is being accomplished with Air Force C-130 and C-123 .Aircraft and Marine 
C-130 and CH-53 helicopters. The 26 days of individual combat rations 
reported yesterday was not correct. The revised. statu.s of these ratios. is .12 
days. The ammunition stocks are adequate, the lowest being 11 days for ·the 
105 MM howitzers. No COFRAM type ordnance was used during .the ·period. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ 2 (,;. I 1 B' " 

By u.:Y , NARA, Date 8-J~ r{)y 
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-- iJ.:CRE'f 

For the next period, four ARC LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) will be 
flown in support of Khe Sanh. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties 
(additional 16 ·on call), the Air Force plans 74 sorties, and the Navy 52, in 
support of Khe -Sanh, for a total of 172 sorties. The Air Force will also 
have 128 tactical air sorties on call, and a potential of diverting pre-planned 
strikes from other areas for a total of 631 sorties (Air Force 381, Navy 250). 

There is no new information on enemy identification, strengths, and 
capabilities. 

The weather in the Khe Sanh area for the early afternoon of the 8th 
February was good but about 2:00 PM it became marginal. Fog formed at 
about 8:00 PM making the weather poor for the rest of the night and for the 
morning of the 9th. The forecast for the afternoon of the 9th is for marginal 
weather. The formation of fog by 8:00 PM will make the rest of the night 
poor with improvement to marginal agaj._n by noon on the 12th. 

We have undertaken to evacuate the BV-33 Laotian Battalion, their 
dependents, and other refugees from the immediate Khe Sanh area. We will 
back-load resupply aircraft and take them to Danang for onward shipment to 
Laos. I am hoping we can arrange for other than military aircraft for the ·leg 
from Danang to Laos. The evacuation is underway and· I will inform you as 
we proceed. 

iEGR:I!:T 

I • 
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INFORMATION 

Friday. February 9, 1968 
8:30 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldent: 

Thls l• an encouraging picture 
from Ky of purpo•efulnes• and. 
executive euercy. 

w. w. Rostow 

SA ITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'il.-111 . 

By ~ , NARA Date 8-11-5 Ir 

1.5(c) 
3A(b)(1) 



lNFOR.MA noN 

.,C;QHffDEHTtAL 

J"rYaJ, Fe~narJ 9, 1968 
8:J0 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•uleat: 

AlthollaJi the copy l■ I.ad, I dlcln't 
wl■h to holAI up thl• Komer repert of 
hew recOYery l• 101111 la Sala01l uacl 
the Delta. 

Auwer: real proare••• 1-ut aot 
ou.t of the wood■• 

Satsoa 18651 

COHFU)ENTIAL 

WWR.o■tow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
F.O . 12356, Sec. .4(b) 

White~ Guidehncs, Feb. 24, 1983 "·T · NIIRA, Da« L-.3(-1'"2--



R'S ?Of\T CLASS . &Ii flAE 1,..-

SANrt'IZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

LJ 9, . a,)t, 
By u-4--' , N~ra .Dafe 7-/() •o/g' 

COUNTRY· . SOUTH VIETNAM_ 
DOI .. · .. : ._g FEBRUARY 1968 . ... , .. ,,. _,.. , . ,, 
·suBJSCT ' . ·-v ICE PRESIDENT . KY.' ·'S\ COM~1ENTS .-oN -PROGRESS 'OF -' TASK 

. roRCE. AND OTHER" ASPEC_TS :OF°-··.CURREl~T CR tsrs·. :·. ·:· . ,··. 
· ·1 .'' : ·_ ·-,:, ,~).::;'~\>.':=":.-:_it< ~;;-~;,_-.:'.{\/:··_'./_<,··:;:··_:-._: '·:'_ <t.::-.:i. ,_:._•:.;·· -:: ·. ,:·::. :-·:,. ' 
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STAIE <RCI) 
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:.ZEN . . · , r----------~ ·,c: ><·, ·: sl _ _ 1· IFtN·Ae:·sEc'troN·:oF ·TwO __ .•,.• 
JrMPLOY:•i~~-JT .: _o F: MARINES", •' I NDICAT-rtm <THAT: iHF'.?-REF:ERRED '.- TO 'KEE'? '.· T Ha1_ 
· IN RESERVE ·· .IN . THE · CAP1TAL ."AREA:: -UNT.Ii/ .:~fE.CUR IT.Y: HAS/'BEEN:· RESTO RID -~ 
i·THERE. KY PLANNED ro ; CALL"\IIEt{·A~JD .: KHAHG 'ro :=: tt:ts:' ,o'FF°Ict~ff-:.tHE 
,,:_AFTERt~OO N· or. s· J'EBRU:\RY. AND ,:_AT.TEMP.1\ .To :·· MED_IATE>r:nE' ::.ISSUE~- .. . 
·, SH!ILARLY;··. THE ' tUNISTERs :: o.F ·.' TRANS,?ORTATlON .. ·AND 'PU3LIG :W.ORKS. HAVE 
'. BEE[~ cm,11NG:: -TOKY ,'RmctNTLY': w ITH' :REASONABLY ·MINOR' .·?ROBLEl1lS i:.ON ' 

,. :WHICH . THEY HA.VE ASKED . :KY' s :-ADVICE·' BEFo'RE PROCEEDING to . A'..<soLUTIOi~. 
:} : .. 7. FIELD ' ·DISSErt: ,· STATE ·:c:A~iBf.\SSADOR>BUNKER, :• DEPUTY.-:AMB'ASADOR, . 
i.: POL IT ICAL COiJNSEL_OR)\'.·US~ACV'.\ CG.ENE-RAL·/.WESTI10RELAND.,/.:= GENERAL. :)\:· : . 
;.'. A5Rf~Vis, . 'AMBASSADOR i KOMER; / CHIE:f;:'. OF\ STAFF) °::: :7'rH ·1A1R-~•:·FORCE\ (GFlNERAL 
i,: ~Oif.Yi!.R . OivLY)': . . D Itt/. J.US?AQ).(Mi: :?.zoRT'HIAN :~oNLY:)h' c"iNc~Ac/ ?ACFL'r::' ;-~-~: ·~Ji> • ~ • ·;. • 'I ' • . . ••• ,· •~ .~: . . • :•• ,.;, ,• :. ~ v •• ~,\'!.!. ,; :, , ., . ,• ....... . ~ -~• '·! '' ',~ ....... •:· : :-,: ~ .• _,:.: t -:.~•;,P '1:~ .:~·1-='.•-·. ••; ._ ,< •• :• '·' ','~ '. •••r ,' 



-

~ 'U\\\lED Offl"'\l USE . 

VV EHA 14 7 
RR RUEHEX 
DE RUMJIR 18651 0400620 
.ZNY CCCCC 
R 0906002 FEB 68 
FM AMEMBA SSY SAIGON 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 6142· 
INFO RUEHEX/WHITE f{OUSE WASHi\)'c 
RUEPJ S/DOD/WASHDC 
RUEHIA/USIS WASHD.C· 45·76 
RU HHHQA/Cll1CPAC FOR POLAD/HAWltir 
STA.TE GRNC 
BT 
C O N ~ I D E N T I A L 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAIGON 18651 

OECLASSIFIED 

A uthori cy ,Jfii.t&trn-b1LP '1/Jf /_9S 
Bv~ , NARA. Date '-J /J-9, (q<,, 

SUBJECT: PROJECT RECOVERY SITUATION ' REPORT--1800. 8 FEBRUARY 

· 1 • ®®f:~SiG"N§23 F.:G·tt.fNtt11(F-rir~~A'm.~1j~g~~l'.,DE~¥ 
A.@.EtWc~A-T~1THEi ~-oR'NING~~'c-aMM!T1;1ID~&ss.t~..CONS1UE.Im':EXI.ENJlI,NG.:\ 
BJJJf~j£-A;Si.:.'i.0.tu)'i:LS!,R;reDr..fiANia.iBA~.f.d.t.iS~Qti.QY,~ HE 

PAGE 2 RUMJ IR 18651 G--0 N F I DE N T I A l: LIMlT_ED·,OFFICIAL. USE 
. . 

ANNOUNCED THAT THE CURFEW- WOULD END ·AT' ·0730 INSTEAD OF° 0800 IN . 
BLUE AREAS·. ·c·uRFEW IN · RED 'AREAS WAS RAISED FROM 1400 TO ~00. 
· IN5!R UCT I 0~$~. \(E_R_E_!'1 GJYJ~_ T_O __ · M~:~t?_;rERS _ INVO_L,VED . TO ~S{IEt~ 
Gafi.E~'F~·E~.ORK'~:OQK,sjS:~ 

2. At-'.1~~:D-OR!tFKOMEWYRAISED THE URGENCY IN LETTING TRAFFIC 
COMlf.,.Y~t'O ·sAIGON .. ON PEN ROADS, E.E., 1ROUTE - !4Q. ,·.6 5,· ·9, : 
ROUTE 15 FROM VUNG AU, ECT • . B4"T:-:J3"Y.'tMID~A.F.1'··£RltO~O:,~UCE . 

.. HA. D _BE;_~N ... . ALLOWEO; ,T-.0.- C:OMK':'··EVE'.NT-FR.OJ'1£-I~-:I).IN.H..~,t.t,k!i0.~,,:S~l~,9N.~ IN· 
"G·fA~2;;D·'I N}(, ''T HE .. ·p~QVI NCE CHIEF REFUS.T ·o·· ·•At:.LOW MARK~ ~To""·JoPEN 

UNTIL SECURITY IMPROVES. HOWEVER, TROOPS .ARE: .NOT .:PRESSING 
ACTIV.fil:sY IUl E.aE_ REMA\"'1~ . . 
~ 1SUSPECTED AREAS • . 1HROUGHOUT· G'1IA DINH, . 
RF/PF ARE REPORTED REMAIN}NG ON THE .DEFENSIVE~ 

t S.> V/NI,. 
3. GVN MEMBER·s OF THE COMMITTEE COMPLAINED , THAT AMERICAN WERE s:rssum · 
~ DIFFERENT FIGURES . ON' REFUGEES AND CIVILIAN · cASUALtI:ES .M--

AMBASSADOR KOMER AGREED· THAT ALL RELEASES Wil.L·.BE ,CENTRALIZED 
IN THE COORDINATIM3 COMMITTEE. ;'!:£. WII.-L FE~"· . 

-~ ~/IN 'OUR REPORTS. 

4. AMBA SSADOR KOMER VISITED B_EN TRE, -~y TH9, VINH LONG. CIT.Y AND 

PAGE 3 RUMJIR 1865'1 e 0 N F .I ~ A- - LIMITED .-, OFFICIAL USE 
Mor, HOA TN Tl-'E DELTA TO ASGERTAIN UlMEDlATlf NEEDS ... Olt .. P.ROVINCE 



PAGE 3 RUMJIH 186~ 1 ·-(;;......U-- N---l' __ L ~ N 1 1 - H t..:ll'J.LJ.r..l.J vrr J.vJ.1•u .. u.;;i.:. 

~1or. HOA IN THE DELTA TO ~?CEl:ff..1\IN IMMEDIATE. NE_EPS.-~.OF. P]PYI~CE 
AND MACCORDS . ADVISORS.~~'. ·N-UP'i· "OPERATIONS : PROGRES~ ' ~G i1 .. W:£U 1Nl 
F' lR S1 ;;;.'t HR E:E .JlEAVl:L.i;'i,:[,):DAl!tn :l:f"tE'.S'~f(4,ACT·Ivrr-Y I NTW,'G,.&""X '-'.I:OUGHE

0D :' 
MOC JJQ.J) IS PRM;J,~P.Al.LY,: B,-~ K.::ro· NORMAv,::stow PACE OF THAT FRONTIER. 
T0W~l. P~:,OVINCE:~rCHI~EJi'- 'HAS".ufi2OBT[~tZEO. )CIViI4;i SERVM~T;S · JNTO iDE.F.F;N~1 

6~R ¥iE I~ b~i:~~~tl~~~~~~~x:~fil~~~R~!~~~~~f~·~i:-~':'~r;i~cx.~ FOUR. 

UNCOV,ERED RD AREA HAS.WT BEEN HIT· YET, HOWEVER .E,,~~-- . 
5 • R ~ f.J,iGE.Es:; :J,N.';:'.At:"llF·AREAS-~;,,vJI--5,lXcE:Q·;•:~AR~~~~--~l~'.JM~D--~ "S.tVas.~ 
~T_9A_lLY-: \L~ii!½fb..(lR IIJ9.:_\ti;i:,;.t~lt~i.:LAJ&mQ§tt.J:l;S~ LOCAL STOCKS OF 

PLIES ARE STILL ADEQUATE, EXCEPT IN VINH LONG WHERE MACCORDS 
EXPECTS TO . SEND AN EMERGENCY SHIPMENT TOMORROW. MOST OF THE 
Rt.:F-ustEst.rAREJ;,}TA~r: .w. mrntrct.'EARtNG~ us alt: .ANO . · 

.,, ... , '·S'ALVAG:ING ·THE.lR11,' 
~RO.Pt:.&;l¥~~:P.~,,q_?E-~~:CARE;i~•;.EO~J0n';1L,;lANi~ASllAt:T.,J;~'S;;:;,lS , ·F~:tti:tNG~ BEH·!~ , 
I.ff .J\½.~. ::!,:JiR.~tt~OF' ·"r'Hf'. -HA_RD:!2;,H~.:J',.<:C:IJ:J@~. J: ·._NOl·.:~N-OUG~---DO~TO RS , .A RE,,i.~~ 
AVAIL''AB'f:.'E, ·T'O-TREAT~ SE:R:I:OUSL~i!-NJUREO,··:· F-ACILITIE-S ·ARE· .. ·OVERCROWDEI1 
A~TD ,'~E·J3!CAV ·AIOC:~S :_:f\~j RUNNlNS. .... ~Q,W,-!, ... t>RQY,f.N.~~·le.:J:Ah"-'.STrJ\-RErL.1BE:~JN- ­
~s.&1l,lg-[}{I NK BE YOU ND E MERG,EN'CY-·1:-ME.t-SURE·S"'~~tER:~iJ'llCQ.VER.~t~~~ 

PAGE 4 · RUMJ IR 18651 ~~T-l·-A-;-t- LI MI.TED OFFICIAL USE 

PJ.:··ANS~ AMBASSADOR KOMER URGED PROVINCE CHIEFS TO SUBMIT REQUIRE­
ME:\T S· AGAINST 600 MILLIONPIASTERS MADE AVAILABLE TODAY BY PRIME 
MINISTER LOC' AND AMBASSADOR BUNKER FOR. RECOVERY ACTIVITIES FROM 
.THE SPECIAL FUND. 

6. ACTIVITY WAS RETURNING TO NORMAL .IN SAIGON• S BLUE DISTRICTS 
. t' AND 2. ABOUT HAL.F THE STORES . DOING SOME BUSINESS •. THERE WAS 
LIMITED · COMMERCIAL ACTIVJJ_Y.1~lN. J~EP,.,..J)JSil:U.QTS 3. , AND 4·. DURING 
THE. MORN I NG , A T{,:l .. EA'.ST~~t,.\i-E'~Ht--F~~f'fli (;.-

-~ UNl.:;OADED.~ IN1':SA,.IGO·~ -., ,., . .. .,,\ :".'-. , · · · · · ....... ... ,.,_.,,.. ,.,,. __ ,: . 
POET • . . T.}{E, . PORT '"-WA. S -:, NO!> :FU NGTION.! NG '·' ':lN i,J:,HE§AFTSRNO:ON\,:¥f~HOLONB8 

,. i .. , . J. ✓-••'". • • ~ • ... ·1 !il.. .· . , . ·: . . ·, . . .... ., , , .,.~ ~~1-· • • . .... . ·, · ~·•' 

IS~ pl lL~ -~ -0 SE·£> •<cD ow N~"' MA ~,Y.i.!lA RFAs:.,,aRt~::£,0.1l~;:Ii.Eh}l£ill£VO;I~1;()F:~f 
A'£,l~IV I~ .Y-. · 

7 ~ RJ~:t },m.[tsn¥r,o,.t~~~-rm~1=>-gftA,T-E~at1\li~~ s~vEN • 
SITES VISITED BY ·GENERAL FORSYTHE, .. NONE· REPORTED . SALES TO LESS 
~?Pl' . ' 
~ RD CADRE ARE, HELPING AT ALL DISTRUCTlO.N ·.· .· , . 
POINGS. PEOPLE ARE PLEASED WITH THE GVW S EFFOR'l'·S. THERE· APPEARS 
ToiE SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE "ON THE PART ,\ QF -' LOCAL " ORG·ANIZATIONS--; 
~, SCHOOLTEACHERS; ANP/ fLAIN VOL~NTEER: WORKERS. · , 

. • f ' • \,. .. n, ~. , , l • ' • ' 
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~RA~~~r~~foi.:~5
sHOULD 

~E ~T LEA~T ,PP ~O 70 PERCENT OF NORMAL _C~PACITY ~ A-~ 
'--E.E 1~ MADE~~ - ..... · "' · , 

rif"'r'r-v~I"-""n···1·n-< -o3 i:-., '.'!':"r'i.'l'"'"'-"i'-E'·'r;";r;vi:;i;:""........... . .,.Al . 
\" - ..:.. .1\C_ · •"v ,;r., ;;;.G Ap_ .,,1"'G,':-!I~.D;;dlUM;PI,NGz:iJL'Iia.x,-.~.~As;ifA1M:;L.C\Ul~'Cv 

DI.~POSAL AREA. ONE ARVN ENGINEER" CO_MPANY IS ASSISTING.· PLANS 
FOR TOMORROW CALL FOR STEPPING UP GARBAGE COLLECTION. THERE 
HAS BEEN NO INTERRUPTION IN THE WATER SUPPLY. A MAINTENACNE CREW 
REPAIRED THE ESSENTIAL TM-NSFORMER AT. THE DONG NGA! · WATER INTAKE.; 

• . , . r . . • . . . 
9 • 'C.~ij P,IN1L<IA1f,.i"J~...S..RAP~V£R&~.&~~A7'13ml&-»'f'5DA~ ,, - - ' TWO 
MORE THAN YESTERDAY. NINE CULTURE'-DRAMA TEAMS PERFORMED 'AT 

··· TH'Fl!~t;'.F'S ~TTJ:'~. · .. . . . . . . . 



TO$E SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE ON THE PART · OF L0,9AL ORGANIZATIONS--; 
~6~..i, SCHOOLTEACHEPc:, AND PLAIN VOLUNTEER WORK''"~$. 

PAGE 5 RUMJ IR 18651 C--0-M- F I :--& E trT IM'tTEI? OFFICIAL USE 

. ~RA gg~!fBS!tRf uf rE~! ~~ 1~t:·st~~~1\~~~t1i~t ~iE~ s SHOULD 
BE AT LEAST UP TO 70 PERCENT OF NORMAL CAPACITY. A ~t-j,ya.._~ 
BEJ:"'N MADE.L<'OY __ ;: ' . , , Ill 

(ft~rt~ct-·np-e AR,~~ GE> AND,1 PUMRt~G.' :,l;T,~lll:::rAJhft{uxrtIAllY ,1' . 
· DISPOSAL AREA~ ONE ARVN ENGINEER COMPANY IS ASSISTING. PLANS 

FOR TOMORROW CALL FOR STEPPING UP GARBAGE COLLECTION. THERE 
HAS BEEN NO INTERRUPT ION IN THE WATER SUPPLY. A MAINTENACNE CREW 
REPAIRED THE , ESSENTIAL TRn-NSFORMER AT THE ODNG NGA! WATER INTAKE. 

9. l~!'!l ~c.~iY,il...1A~i&W:~fAP~~a.P&1NT,E~;N·f-sA;ra·oN::-,;roo·A~ 
1 

- - -rwo . 
MORE THAN _YE:ST_ERD:A.Y . ·:•_ NINE CULTURE-DRAMA TEAMS PERFORMED AT . 

\ijEFUGEES·_-_SlTES. . 

... J :.0'.~~NGT,}{ER :!\RTCEZ OON\tO-Y:·,~~fg&;;,5~:~M-ETRI'O"..;rTONS-),,:-~A~~tJliE>b'ERO]ftrH~~ . 
\WAREHOU SE:S.,. T,O, SA1G-ON'.·. F.0UR RlCE SHIPS WERE BING. UNLOADED IN 
1TfftllJ'pbRf.··.•!s~ i~~~ MAYOR . CUA, IN CHARGE OF RIC£. . . 

~~~-~MORE . CIT~ TRUCKS (TO BE MANNED BY VOLUNTEER . 

. · DRI.VERS) FOR RICE DISTR~BUTIONi,~o/( · . . ..,,,,,:, ____ ·~-..,:r•"'·--•·' ,, •~;-'fl 

. 1 1. COU~!£X • .W ID_~,1~C.O:UJtiT!:i.PX-.EVACU6/c 't1AN,Yr:::WH~;,\iJ:lt1:•;-:,IRETURN~·.ttoME_·~.'.-::,;,;"' 
~ A ~~ei~:~:J~tl,R:J'i~:r~~~...fll~~lt~~~~~rr~E;.~:~HtlStRrstN ' 

: PAGE 3 .RUMJ IR 18651 M- F- I- B-f - m ~ LIMITED ' OFFICIAL US; 
t.(1 :AL.~OSI~ 30ir,000:~ LATEST CIVIL.IAN CASUALTY-.FIGURES C~OBABLY . 

. STILL FAR UNDER, REAL TOTAL) · JIOW ALMOST 800 DEAD AND . 'AJ30UT 8,2~0 . 
· -INJURED. THE' COUNT · OF · CIVILiAN HOMES. DESTROYED REMAIJIS AT 

BE;LOW 15,000. . ' . 

BUNKER 

BT: 

' NNNN 
UMITEO Off ICIAL USE , 



ACTION 

l'rWay, J"ebrury 9, 1968 
8:15 •• m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Herewith a draft letter for YOU' 
alpaatve. which commeacl• the Alr 
Force 

-- fo-, the efflcleacy of the 
recent deplo,meat to the Paclllc, amt 

- - for malntalnLDa ••c:recy lD 
the proce••· 

w. w. B.oatow 

llNG:WWR:rln 



February 9, 1968 

Dear J. P.: 

The Air Force has handled the major deployment of 
aircraft to the Pacific in its uaual professional 
manner. 

I com.pliment all concerned for the security which 
was maintained during this com.plex, ramified 
operation. 

Profesalonalism. and diacretion are qualities we need 
in these difficult times. 

Sincerely, 

151~/.]~ 

General J. P. McConnell 
Chief of Staff 
United States Air Force 
Waahington, D. C. 

cc: Secretary of Defense 
Secretary of the Air Force 

LBJ:RNGlnaburgh:WWRostow:rln 



INFORMATlON 

Friday, l"e-.nary 9, 1968 
8:10 a.m. 

Mr. Pre1ldeat: 

la tile mW■t of all thu, Hanoi ha■ 
jut pat out another Trblb latenlew la 
walcla tlley are more espllclt tbaa eYer 
before about "promptly. n 

~c: .A_~ ~ -~ ~ 

1~· 
W. W. R.o•tow 

FBIS 16 

WWRo•tow:rln 

3:t 



FP.1S 8 6 ( SEE 60 .... ·, 
TRI NH INTER VI EW 

HANO I VNA INTERNATIONAL SER VICE IN .ENGLISH .1445 GMT 8 FEB 68 B 

(TEXT) ~A NOI -- NGUYEN DUY. TR INH, DRV FOREIGN MINISTER, TODAY 
GR ANTED AHNffRV IEW ( WORD S: I ND ISTINCT), AFP SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
I N HANO I . FOLLOW I N~ ARE THE QUEST!OS AND ANSWERS: . 

QUESTION: THE VIET NAM WAR IS UNDERGOING NEW DEVELOPMENTS WITH ,r, ·. 

THE PRE SENT EVENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. WHAT ARE, IN THIS NEW (WORDS 
. I ND I STI NCT ), SOLUTION .TO THE ·CONFLICT? . 

ANSWER : IN ITS WAR OF AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM, THE UNITED STATES 
HA S GONE FROM DEFEAT TO DEFEAT, AND HAS BEEN DRIVEN INTO THE 
QUA GM IR E WIT HOUT ANY HOPE OF GETT I NG OUT OF IT. _ OVER THE PAST FEW 
DAYS HZ PATR I OTIC AR MED FORCES IN THE SOUTH, ALbNG WITH THE ?MASS) 

·iUPR ISI NG OF MILLIOS OF PEOPLE, (?HAVE) LAUNCHZD (WORDS INDISTINCT) 
CORRECTLY COORDI NATED ATT ACKS THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAM, WIPING OUT 
MAN Y ENE~ Y EFFECTIVEL Y, CONTROLLING SEVERAL CITIES AND NUMEROUS 
t ROV INCIAL AND DISTRICT TOWNS, AND LIBERATING IDE RURAL AREAS • . · 
i°5HE ADMINISTRATIVE APPARATUS OF THZ. PUPPET REGIME lS . 01-:LAPSlNG ..-- ~ 
· ~~D -THE PUPPET A~MY _IS DIS.INTEG~ATI~G_ :iBY' .. . Bl .G. :CHUNKS. · }~ ,· .F° 
,._ , . .. :0.~_i: . '. l 

THE MARVELOUS FEAT or· THE · HEROIC SOUTH '. VIETNAMESEi' P£0PL£': HAS,/: f.' ..... 
FILLED OUR ENTIRE PEOPLE WITH' GREAT ' ENTHUSASM ' AND "•Just PRIDE. ·, tX 
IT HAS RE CEIVED A WARM . TRIBUTE FROM THE PEOPLES ?F THE ,WORLD. ' · .. ,. ·, 

S~ETHI NG WITH HATRED AT THE MONSTROUS CRIMES OF THE U.S. 
AGGRESSOR S AND THE THIEU KY TRAITOR CLIQUE, THE WHOLE VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE , UNITED AS ONE MAN, ARE DETERMINED TO FORGE AHEAD IN THE 
I MPETUS OF THEIR VICTORIES AND TO CARRY ON THEIR FIGHT UNTIL 
COMPLE TE REALIZATION OF THEIR SACRED NATIONAL RIGHTS ~ · 

C?THE POSITION OF OUR) PEOPLE IN THE SETTLEMENT OF THE VIETNAM 
PRO BLE M <?IS VERY CLEAR): (PASSAGE INDISTINCT) FOR AGGRESSION AGAI·NST 
VIE TNAM, IT -MUST END THE AGGRESSION . AND WITHDRAW ITS TROOPS FR OM 
VIETNAM . THAT IS THE SPIRIT OF THE FOUR POINTS OF THE DRV GOVERNMENT 
AW) THE POL ITI CAL PROGR AM OF THE NFLSV, WHICH CONFORM TO THE 
FUND AMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND THE MAIN CLAUSES OF THE 1954 GENE VA 

_ AGRF.F'.MF.NTS -ON VIETNAM.· . . 

.. ' 



IN MY 28 JANUARY 1967 STATEMENT, WHICH WAS FURTHER CLAR IF'IED 
BY THAT OF 29 .DECEMBER LAST, I CLEARLY INDICATED THE WAY TO TALKS . 

"BEWSE N THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES. 
BROAD SECT I OS < ?OF' WORLD. PUBLIC) OPINION HAVE WARMLY . HAILED OUR 
JUST POSITION AND SERIOUS. ATTITUDE, BUT _THE BELLICOSE U.S. RULING 
CIRCLES OBSTINATELY PERSIST IN THEIR AGGRESSIVE DESIGNS. THE 

. U.S. GOVERNMENT CLAIMS TO BE EXPLORING AND TRYING TO UNDERSTAND T-HE · · 
POSITION OF HANOI. IN FACE THAT IS A MANEUVER TO SOOTHE PUBLIC . , 
OPINION AND COVER UP ITS ATTEMPTS FOR CONTINUED ESCALATION 
OF THE AGGRESSIVE WAR IN VIETNAM. HE SO-CALLED SAN ANTONIO FORMULA . 
IS BUT THE THEME OF' A CONDITIONAL HALT IN THE BOMBING. OBVIOUSLY, 
THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT SERIOUSLY WANT . TALKS .TO SETTLE THE VIETNAM 
PR OBLE M. IT MUST .BE HELD- RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OBSTINACY. . 

' ·' . 
QUESTION: IN YOUR 29 DECEMBER 1967 SPEECH, YOU STATED IN PART: 

AFTER THE UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION OF THE BOMBINGS AND ALL OTHER 
ACTS OF WAR AGAINST THE ORV, THE. ORV WILL HOLD TALKS W!THE UNITED . 
STATES ON .RELEVANT PROBLEMS. WHAT DO YOU MEAN . BY RELEVANT PROBLEM~ 

ANSWER: THEY .ARE QUESTirs RELATED1o A. stTTL
0

~MENT OF THE VI,ETN~M 
PROBLEM ON THE BASIS OF' THE 954 GENEVA AGREEMENTS ON VIETNAM. I · 
THEY ARE ALSO OTHER QUESTIONS WHICH (WORDS INDISTINCT) BE RAISED · 
BY E IT HER S IDE. 

QUESTION IT HAS BEEN SUBSEQUENTLY CLARIFIED THAT THE TALKS CAN 
BEGIN AFTER AN APPROPRIATE TIME . FOLLOWING THE "UNCONDITIONAL CESSATION 
OF THE BOMBINGS ANO ALL OTHER ACTS OF' WAR AGAINST THE ORV. 
COULD YOU CLARijy FURTHER THZ MEANING OF APPROPRIATE TIME? 

ANSWi;-R: I,HE ·.: TA~s_w IJ 1 ··.:BEGiN :As<1S()ON ''AS_'.::_'tl;iE::- Jl~'!IED. : .. SI.AIR:.§.:.~~ 
_EBQ'L;J!_ TH~~-I.L..HA.$_.RE.Pll.Y.:_:~IOP.P..f.D_::Jl.NCOND-IT-lONALL-Y--THF'~~Mfil.1~_;, 
MW_ ALL OTHER ACTS OF. WAR .. AGAINST THf75~C}l~C-.R£P.U8L.lC - O_f_, _l_EJN.S;M ;~: 

~ FEB 19212 CF/WP 

-
( . 



Friday, Febi-uary 9. 1968 

Mr. Pre•ident: 

Attached for your approval and 1igaatvre 
i• a warm letter to former Danish 
Prime Mini•ter Jena Otto Kra1 expres-
1in1 your appreciation for the clo•e 
cooperatioll and mutual underetanding 
between the two of you durin1 hi• period 
as Prime Minister. 

W. W. Roatow 

li you approve, your eipature 
will be needed on the attached letter 

Di•approve ___ _ 

Call me 

~Iv~ 
MWG:em 



FEB 1 0 1968 

1 want you to bow, a• you turn over the dir•ction of 
the Government of Denmark to your •ucceaaor. of my 
appreciation for the year• of clo•• coo~•ation and 
mutv.al under•tancUn1 that we have enjopd. 

_ 1 am 1lad to have had the opportunity to work with you, 
a• a NATO ally, a1 the leader of a people who •hare 
with my own co\llltrymen th• aam.e aoal• of individual 
liberty. and •• a truated frlead azad collea1u. 

Mr■• John•on join• me in extendin1 to you and 
Mr•. Kl-•1 every be•t wiah for th• future. 

Hi• Excelleacy 
Jena Otto Kras 
Copenu.aea 

LBJ:MWG:em 
(2 /9 /68) 
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Frldar - FeUll&rJ '• 1968 

Mr. PreddeDt: 

Mexlcaa Amba•aa.t.or M&rpla tell• ue tut Pr••ideat 
DlaJI Or·• .... ·•plr moYec:1 bf JOU letter OD Id• 
father•• 4eata. 

Pre■ld..a Dlaa Ordas aaked b1m to clMtck whetMr JO• 
woald penmt 111m to mau f011r letter pahllc. A copr 
of 1t la attached. Sholald l tell Wm: 

He mar rel.ea•• 

Prefer DOt 

w. • R.oetow 

-
-· 



I N;Irct ~ X c:ii.;l A~ !:.:.?O ~ op;o!':.:r~~7 tc, ~.::.::.: 
f.;£·.·~. I \\.r~::;tand ~ liv~.! to b::, 'i:i. D.:%i~t: L!JJ 
U:0&-,-3 he q~ ~rivile:,o~ t.:> .,:,e 1.!o:.1~ ~"'V~l~~ 
mto ~e=~~c;0 am~ ~Uc.is. \1,i:.u :t. jO\J !:: 
~t ~ b~::.:i lo::>;~ to ~~Ne h:» ·cwn .eo-1 clccuci 
~N=~= cf ye,~ 41::ci:.t 2~p,:bllc. 

l lc.O\V ,-~~.o. hie pGC!n~. E:t tho::~ 1s ~tzo 
co=!o~ tc. tho ~1c,~o a: hie ws ~-:.:! ,:-u~;x,t.;,;,:l 

~ - ~ 

1.tt.1. wall bayd ~t a.:,,a ~ao mo:>t s:\C~. 1 am 
aw:o l:!D o~Z':lplG wm ~G"\t!:m-,o to boa acu:-co c! 
~~ u4 wtplr.ltloe. a• my- ktb~:-•o ~ ·1:,o~ 
to~. 

?a 614 ~omciit 0: aorff/'CI 1ouz ~y.:t~..onds .1:l the 
UA!eo4 Stato• Jom ~ b ex~~e~--ea:: &to~t 
a~. Ladf m¼d ad l ~pedel1y ":. th&t ,ou 
.le!i y0Q =ottao• WC iebN lao:r 31""'8£. 

Hhs~llouy 
O~t.vo I:S..U. O=ei= 

smco~c1,. 

:?.-osWoc a! tAO Umit14 ~c=c~~ s~ 



q<Qp SECRET and PERSONAL 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TO THE PRIME MINISTER 

February 9, 1968 

The followlna are extracta from the memorandum that we dl■cuaaed 

earller today. 

DECLA -S1f ED 

I -_ 11356, Sec. 3 .4(b) 

1uce House Guid~. ·eb. 24. l 98J 
i , Aj--, NARA, Daic: L;--3 /;i!..J... 
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3.!!: Cl't!! 1' _ Friday - February 9, 1968 

MSMOR.ANDUM .FOR THE PRESIDENT - lNFOR1v.cA TlON 

SUBJECT: Dor:tlnican Republic - Disappearance of Col. Francisco 
Caamano 

3.L.-ice Caamano dropped from sight la.st October 24, CIA bas been 
trying to find out his .vhereabout3. The gu.s-:picion was Cuba. The 
attached CIA re?ort !ro~ is the first 
evidence that the 3uspicion is probably correct -- but it L1 not con­
clu.1ive. 

The. present_ PR.D leader -- Pena Gomez -- recently retur::ied to 
·Santo Domingo from a visit to Spain to confer with Bosch. Bosch 
ls personally convinced that Caamano is in Cuba. He instructed 
F-ena Gomez to issue a. statement dhaasociating the PRD from 
.guerrilla warfare. thereby indirectly disassociating itself from 
Caa..~o. 

l 3US!)t!Ct what discomfits Bosch and the PRD most of all is that 
establishment of Caamano in league with Castro will be ta.ken as 
fort.her JUati!ication of your intervention in the D& in 1965, and 

· &) nducut- the i:na. ~e of the II C onstitutionalis~' a :3 a demo era.tic, 
nc.Honalbt movement. 

W. W. Rostow 

Attachment 

SANITIZED ...__ 
Authority RAC-.NU bL>l-0'18- .;)- I 

Byµ:¥ , NARA. Date &- K-/J~ 

.:isx 1 c.. 



.Frlclay, .Feltnar, 9, 1961, 11:ZS A. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PllESlD:ENT 

SUBJECT: Te ......... call e. Prlllle Mi.mater WilaoD 

Priaut Mllll•ter Wllaoa .....W like to epeak lo J°" muifly oa the 
pll:■ .. Nmetime prior to Id• departare from the Britiu J:mlNle•y 
at 2:JO P. M. tlda afteraocra. 

ltetweea 11:JI a..t 12:15 
12:J0 to 12:45 

HoweNr, aaytbae dariaa tide perlN WINld be acceptable lo tile 
Prbae Mial•ter. 

Broml-, Sadt:11 

BKS:amc 



FrWay, February 9, 1968 

Mr. Preaideat: 

Attached for your apprnal and •laaature 
ia a warm letter to former Daalah 
Prime Milaiater Jena Otto Kraa expr••­
•ias your appreciation for the clo•• 
co.peratioa and matu&l \1Dderataaclia1 
between the two of yo• charin& hi• period 
•• Prime Miaiater. 

W. W. R.oatow 

U you apprcwe, your aipaature 
will be aeecled on the attached letter 

Diaapprne ___ _ 

Call me 

MWG:em 

fo 



' • 

1 waat f011 ~ ...... a• .,.. tU'll ..._,. .... lithCUoa .t 
nmeat ., J.J-tt.mr.i&r • ~-.. •--•••-• el •f 

,_._ t dff•...,...U•aacl 
dlat.-.11&••.....,.... 

................ .., ..... ., ....... 1.,.., .. • au,. •• , ...... ., • ,..,a...._ ... .. 
_,. ..,. r ,.., .. bl .. ..., tM aa,ne aoal• el llldl.tdwal 

lllM•tr• ,._. a, a truhtt fd.dd aa4 ..U.•1•• 

• J ............................ ,.. ... 
- ... . ., ........ ,. ......... . 

LBJ:MWO:Nn 
(1/9/61) 

llllnn&r. 

/s/ Kl3J 



Mll.. PRESIDENT: 

._ .. ___ ,.. _,......,_., __ o._. 

Tlnarnay, Feb .. 8, 1968 
1 :45 Po m o 

Herewith 0.Ml'al Walt'• evalaaUoa of the Khe 
Saab pollltloa. Aa yCN. aee t lt arose from a 
cocktail party coaverNtlOII -· but oataide of 
a.or,.towa.. 

W\ W. llolltow 

SEGUT ~hmeat 



--" ~ 
l . 1 

HEADQUARTERS U.S. MARINE CORPS 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20380 

"' ~ "'"::-.. - 8 February 1968 
~,:;, 

Mr. Walter Rostow 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Rostow: (<Sg;_ft4.,.4J,Y, • .. 1 
Last evening you asked if I would give you my personal op1n1on 

as to the situation at Khe Sanh, and also the defensibility of the 
Khe Sanh area. 

First, let me say that I left South Vietnam on 1 June 1967 and 
have not returned since. I knew the ground defenses at Khe Sanh as 
they were at that time but si nee the·n many changes have been made. 
We have three times as many Marines there now and I cannot speak as 
to the details of their fortifications or the disposition of the 
troops. · 

I did feel then, and I do now, that the combat base is of 
extreme importance to us, both from the psychological and military 
points of view. I believe the psychological is obvious because of 
the nature of the war. Militarily, Khe Sanh is the northwest anchor 
for the entire Quang Tri-Thua Thien defense sector. Its loss would 
allow the enemy to close in on the Camp Carroll-Dong Ha-Quang Tri 
City areas to our serious discomfort. To the enemy, Khe Sanh lies at 
the junction of several natural routes of infiltration into South 
Vietnam from Laos to the West and -North Vietnam itself. Our location 
denies him easy access to these routes, and forces him to take the 
long way around. Lastly, Khe Sanh, as you know, serves as a base 
for certain of our specialized operations in the general area. The 
maps which we have provided your office portray rather vividly the 

- terrain implications in the area. 

In short, Khe Sanh is tactically vital to us, in addition to 
the psychological factors which would beset us were we to evacuate 
it.: 

I am sure that the Lang Vei evacuation assumes significant 
importance to you .. A couple of points are significant here. First, 
Lang Vei, like all the Special Forces camps, has a mission to provide 
security in the local area, to conduct reconnaissance, and to train 
and employ indigenous para-military people who are locally recruited. 
It did not have the mission to serve as a conventional outpost for 
the defense of Khe Sanh _against large organized enemy formations. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 

• NLJ ,,_JfB 
By WY , NARA, Date S:. /l·I'/ 
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. Significant also may be the perhaps forgotten concept of Special 
Forces camps--they were j nitially conceived as a mechanism which 
would recruit and employ :persons who might otherwise be recruited · 
by the other side. Only after we had had them on the payroll for 
a period of time did their other missions evolve. 

Returning to Khe Sanh proper, all indications point to an 
attack on Khe Sanh in force, and soon. We can expect simultaneous 
efforts against Camp Carroll, Con Thien, Dong Ha, and Gio Linh, by 
fire at least and potentially by ground troops as well. Additionally, 
we can expect rocket/mortar attacks a·ga,inst Danang, Phu Bai and Chu Lai. 
The form of the attack against Khe Sanh itself will most probably come 
from the north, with probable diversionary effort from the west along 
Route 9. I base this probability on the nature of the terrain north 
of the base which provides the enemy more cover, which in turn permits 
him to move his supplies closer to th~ base and which subjects his 
troops to our supporting fires for a shorter time and over shorter 
distances. · 

I hope the foregoing may prove helpful. Rest assured that I 
share the assurance which the Joint Chiefs of Staff and others have 
expressed in our capability to retain our hold in the Khe Sanh area. 
Our 6,000 Marines there will insure this. 

Sincerely, 

... 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

INFORMATION 

Thursday, Feb. 8, 1968 
7:30 p.m. 

I have been speculating with the members of my staff most directly concerned 
with the Korea problem. We have been looking beyond the present situation to 
the possible failure of Panmunjom or its endless stringing out. 

We are conscious of the following weaknesses in all the forms of action which 
have been proposed: 

-- the Soviets have committed a high proportion of their Far East fleet 
to the area. They will feel that their prestige is on the line if we move 
in on North Korean ports or attac~ North Korean installations with our 
air or naval power. 

-- but equally, in our message to Kosygin-;_ ,:we have indicated that time was 
relatively short before $._ome form of actio~ might have to be taken. 
Nothing would damage our credibility with the Russians more than if, 
having put forces ill>. the area and stated to Kosygin the urgency of the matter, 
we did nothing,. 

-- it is true we can pick up some North Korean - Polish ships; but they 
turn out to be almost wholly Polish. Sect. Rusk is worried about possible 
pressure on the road to Berlin if we fuss with Polish transport, although · 
I don't think the Poles want a Berlin crisis at the moment. But you _ should 
know that Gronouski, when sounded out, said in effect: Please don't. 

-- we don't have any firm fix on the possibility of a Free World denial of 
shipping and bunkerage in trade to North Korea, but it doesn't look like 
a very substantial ~easure. 

In the face of these thin prospects and our desire to avoid a second front in 
Korea -- .at least at our initiation -- the following thought has arisen: that we 
now mine the Haiphong and other harbors of North Viet Nam. The advantages are: 

-- even if not a decidve action, it is an important action which bears upon 
the major battle we are fighting; 

-- the Russian capacity to deal with it, and the Russian~mitment to deal 
with it on a military basis is much less than something .,..C-in the Sea of Japan; 

-- it . would maintain .. our creq.ibility with Kosygin &t Company, especially 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q(p - i.o~ 

By e.t, , NJ\RA Da.te.11-3--q2 
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if timed in relation to the indication in the letter concerning the PUEBLO. 

If we wish to institute the policy by increments, we could start by laying mine 
barriers in the south of North Viet Nam and progressively but swiftly moving 
north, perhaps using a back channel to suggest to Moscow that if they wish 
to have the mining stop short of Haiphong, they had better deliver the PUEBLO 
and its crew.* But it is a course which, once embarked upon, we would have 
to mean. 

As for the men a_nd the crew, we could continue being just as patient in the 
Panmunjom negotiations as the other side; but we would have to accept as 
likely that we would not get them back for some considerable period of time. 



Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

INFORMATION 

TIIU' .. ay11 Fnnaaa-y I. 1968 
7:00p.m. 

I woa•t alp the attac._. aote. bec&s•• lt la 
Mar•.ball Wrlpt' • leellat and bla apeecll draft. 
(Maralaall work• fer Blll J•..._a. ) 

It'• aa em:elleat apeec:h. 

We1Ye foaad aa extra 4raftamaa. 

W. W. lloetow 

WWRoatow:rla 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Thursday 
February 8, 1968 

In the next day or eo you have a unique opportunity to slay the credlblllty­
gap dra1on wlth one blow • - or rather with one epeech. 

The correepondent• and the public know in their bones that we and our allie• 
euatalned a heavy blow la1t week. Yet there ii a growing feelln1 that the 
Admlnlatratlon l1 attemptlna to pretend otherwhe. It will do ue no harm to 
tell them what they already know -- and lt will do us much good to dolt in 
•o unvarnhhed a way that the wonder will be at your candor and frankne••· 

It h, 1 think, alao the tlme to 1ay plainly that hard ll1hting and heavy 
ca1ualtlee lle ahead. They do, and the way to minlmbe their impact on 
American public opinion le to acknowledge them in advance •nd eet the national 
tone by a call for eteadlne II e and re •olution. 

J'inalJ.,-, sooner or later, we. are goin1 to have to take on the peace heue 
equarely. There h a wide•pread a1eumptlcm ln the country, even among 
thoee who auppol"t our policy, that peace require• only that the right button 
can be found to pu1h -- the rl1ht 1tmmlck dhcovered. Thl• ii, of course, 
nalve. But lt furnhh•• the bails for what will probably be a 1rowln1 lasue 
a■ the year proceed•. The eerioue oppoaltlon wlll not call for a pull-out 
from Vietnam. They will, ln•tead, proml•• to do it better. They will say 
you cannot find the l'lght button - - and they will imply they can. We can 
defuae thh hsue by •ayln1 plainly that there can be no peace becau•• the 
enemy •till want ■ war. And tho•e who talk of P••ce only cau1e the enemy 
to J'edouble hi■ attack• on our men ln Vietnam. 

In ehort, lt h tlme for a war leader apaec:h ln■tead of a peace-eeeker apeech. 
The attached draft b an attempt at euch a vehicle. 

W. W. Roatow 

Att. 

MWri:ght:wpt 



~ 

My fellow Americans: 

Nine days ago, the Communist enemy in Vietnam launched the biggest 

attack of the war. He chose to strike during the heart of the lunar New 

Year 1 s celebration, which is Vietnam1 s major holiday. It was as if a wide­

spread assault had been launched against American cities in the early morning 

hours of Christmas Day. Undoubtedly, the Vietnamese defense forces in the 

stricken cities were somewhat relaxed. C-ertainly, the civilian population 

of the cities was totally unprepared for the savage assault of whic~ they were 

the victims. 

[we should remember that this coordinated and long-planned attack came 

during the middle of a cease-fire which the co;nmunists themselves had 

announced. We should remember that -- because it tell's ius so much about 

the nature of the enemy we are facing_J, 

I feel that I should report to you on the events of the past nine days -­

what the cost has been to us and to our friends -- what the enemy was able 

to accomplish -- what he was not able to accomplish -- and what we should 

expect in the days ahead. · 

The cost in terms of American lives and those of our friends and allies 

has been grievous. Since January 30, 614 telegrams have gone from this 

city to American citizens informing 'them of the death of their son or their 

husband. The toll among our Vietnamese allies has been even higher 

1,500 Vietnamese soldiers have died since January 30 defending their cities 

and their homes. Very many Vietnamese civilians ·have died and been hurt, 

although we do not yet know the numbers. The damage in the cities and 
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towns of Vietnam has been heavy, so heavy that we now believe some 200,000 

men, women and children have been left homeless as a result of the 

Communist assault. 

There is no gainsaying the fact that we have sustained a heavy blow. I 

do not wish in the slightest to suggest otherwise. No one, I think, is more 

aware than I am of the gris~-y _,statistics by which we must measure the past 

few days and their meaning in·terms of human grief. I have followed these 

developments almost hourly -- and with an increasingly heavy heart. The 

enemy set out to bring home to us the heavy cost- of defending_ freedom. He 

set out to give us a grim week -- and he has succeeded. 

He has also done something else during the past few days. He has 

learned the cost of aggression. The communist forces which attacked the 

cities of Vietnam have paid an appalling cost for their boldness. Over 

22, 000 communist soldiers died since January 30. Another 5, 000 have been 

taken prisoner. In one week, the communists have lost many more soldiers 

than we have lost during the entire Vietnam war. I take no joy in this 

carnage. But I think that our sadness about the past week should be mixed 

with deep pride at the magnificent performance of our men in Vietnam, and 

of the performance of our allies. 

The communist attack was, of course, an assault upon the will of the 

Vietnamese and American people to continue the fight. Apart from that, 

the communist attack appears to have had three primary purposes. First, 

they hoped to cause a general uprising in their favor among the inhabitants 

of the cities and towns of Vietnam. They told their own troops that_ this would 
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happen. Their propaganda broadcasts called upon the Vietnamese people to 

rise up and end the war. That they were serious in this hope seems clear, 

for they did not provide any orders to their troops for withdrawal, 

apparently believing that withdrawal would not be ·necessary. 

They could not have been more wrong.. Nowhere did the Vietnamese 

civilians come to the aid of the communist troops. Nowhere was there 

an uprising. To the contrary the civilian population of Vietnam's cities 

appears to view the Communist assault as exactly what it was -- a savage 

and vicious attack upon civilian populations with a callous and total lack of 

concern for the welfare of civilian lives. 

A second communist purpose appears to have been the destruction of 

the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam, the ARVN, as a cohesive 

and disciplined national military instrument. If that was their purpose -­

they failed. Everywhere, the ARVN behaved well, and in many places they 

behaved with outstanding gallantry and professional competence. In the 

past, a number of prominent Americans have seized every opportunity 

to criticize the fighting capacity and will of the AR VN. In view of the 

ARVN performance in the past few days, and in view of the very heavy 

casualties which they have sustained and the much heavier casualties which 

they have _inflicted - - I suggest it is time for such criticism to stop. 

Finally, the communists undoubtedly intended to shatter the govern­

ment of the Republic of Vietnam by simultaneous assaults on its national 

and districts centers. The primary communist purpose in South Vietnam 

is, of course, to destroy the Government of South Vietnam, and to replace 
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it with a communist government. Thus, throughout Vietnam the communist 

assault on the cities concentrated on government offices and police stations, 

on the Vietnam equivalent of the city hall, the county courthouse, and the 

State Capitol. The communists even announced the. creation of a new govern­

ment in the hope that people would _rally to it -- and if not rally to it, then 

at least accept it as an alternative preferable · fo a continuation of the fighting. 

This phony coalition government was treated by the Vietnamese people with 

the contempt which it de served. 

In these purposes, then, the communists have failed. And they have failed 

at the cost of 22, 000 of their best men slain. The tidings in Washington and 

Saigon have been heavy this week. · But they cannot have been light in Hanoi. 

It is a fact that the attacks which began on January 30 were more ambitious . 

in concept, broader in scope, more savage in execution, and more secure in 

their development tha~ we had thought possible. 

It is certain that in the savagery of the past week, the enemy has 

squandered, for little gain that we can see, a major part of the human and 

material resources available to him. All of these will be h~rd for him to 

replace and some of them may prove impossible to replace. It may be that 

what we have witnessed the past week is a convulsive effort which he can 

hardly repeat. But we c;annot, in prudence, assume that to be the case. 

We know that he has many more forces which were not committed to the 

assault upon the cities. We believe he is c~pable Qf repeating that assault, 

if he is willing to pay the pr.ice. 

We also know that the enemy has brought down from the north large and 
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well-trained forces of the North Vietnamese regular army. They have 

concentrated these forces in the northern part of South Vietnam - - and 

particularly around our Marines at Khe Sanh. We expect in the very near future 

that the enemy will attempt to overrun the Marines at Khe Sanh. We expect 

that he will make a determined effort to do that. We expect that he will 

fail, and we expect that he will suffer appalling casualties before he discovers 

that there-is-not-going.to-be-ao/Dien-Bien-Phu-in-this-war. 

I cannot, therefore, hold out to you the prospect of quiet weeks ahead. 

There will be fierce fighting around Khe Sanh. There may be a recurrence 

of the assault on the cities of Vietnam. There will be casualties for us and 

for our friends to mourn. 

You may ask, why is it necessary for us to bear this heavy burden. I 

have discussed with you many times the reasons why we are in Vietnam. This 

is not the time to discuss those reasons again. There is nothing new to add 

to the reasons. The only thing that is new is the intensity of the enemy1 s effort 

to break our will. He is waiting to see what the effect will be upon the American 

public -- and upon the Vietnamese public -- of last week1 s savagery. 

I believe that I can tell him what the effect will be. We have known 

savagery before. And we have known how to deal with it. We still do. Do 

not look to Iowa, or New -.York, or Oregon or Alabama for a reward for your 

deeds of last week. You will not find it. 

As for the Vietnamese people, I will let them speak for themselves. 

They have endured this I.ind of gc;\ngsterism for many years with a fortitude 

and an ti'durance which compliment the human race. I will say simply this: 

We will not let you down. Do not fear that we will cut and run when the going 
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gets tough. Neither this administration nor any other elected by the American 

people will betray you -- or the American soldiers who fight with you. We will 

be there to the end. And in the end, it will all come out right. 

Now -- what is left of the hopes for peace after the events of last week -­

and the events we believe will come in the next few weeks. I will tell you 

frankly that I do not see any prospect for an early peace. At San Antonio 

I set forth our minimum requirements for peace. We would stop the bombing 

of North Vietnam if the enemy would ~ssure us, publicly or privately, that 

prompt and productive peace talks would result, and that they would not take 

advantage of the cessation of bombing to mount a larger war effort. We set 

these conditions because we have had some experience with peace talks with 

communists. At Panmumjon in Korea we talked for 372 days and during that 

period 12, 700 American soldiers lost their lives and almost 49, 000 were wounded. 

I am not interested in such peace talks as that. I have no intention of denying 

to the American troops in South Vietnam the advantages of American air 

power if the only purpose of that denial is the well-being of those who are 

shooting at American troops. That is the meaning of the San Antonio· formula. 

We want peace. We will stop the bombing of the North to get quick and serious 

peace talks. We will not stop it for. any other reason. 

I think we have clearly had our answer to our offer of peace talks. I 

think that the assault upon the cities of Vietnam was the answer. I think m:t 

the massive effort the enemy has made to .besiege the American garrison at 

Khe Sanh is the answer -- and incidentally, every man and every pound of 

material surrounding our men at Khe . Sanh came down from North Vietnam. 
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If it were not for our bombing of the North, our Marines at Khe Sanh would 

face more enemies and better armed and supplied enemies. 

The enemy does not want peace. He wants to try to win a military victory. 

He expects to defeat us as he defeated France - - by fighting us fiercely in 

the field and propagandizing us fiercely in our own homes. It was a communist 

who said that a coffin i_s better propaganda than a leaflet. They believe that 

principle, and tht?y are acting upon it in Vietnam. 

I repeat to you: they do not watlt peace at this time. They want to continue 

the fight. You cannot make peace with a man who is determined to fight you. 

It is not a question of finding the right words, ~he right place, the right 

gimmick. It would be easy to find the formula for peace - -if they wanted 

peace. It is impossible to find the formula for peace so long as they are 

determined to have war. 

What are we going to do about this? We are going to give them the fight 

they want -- and more than .they want. We are going to mete out the measure 

they have asked for -- and more than the measure. We will not do this with 

any joy -- for we are a people who hate war. But we .·ar,e also a people who 

(;AV' ~v,,v -~ ~ --r ~ f-~~~ - . . 
h~e a.l:'t'~r ~en~1' to do what w.a-s necessary to pre.ferve our freedom and 

the freedom of our friends. 

Peace is available to the communists in Vietnam -- when they want it. 

The San Antonio terms are reasonable. Indeed, they are more than reasonable. 

When the enemy wants peace it is available to him. In the meantime, we do 

not intend to confuse him and to ra~se his hopes of ·a cheap victory with 

constant pleas that he talk peace. _He has heard us at San Antonio. We have 
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heard him in the mortars that he fired into the heart of the largest cities in 

South Vietnam. We fully expect to hear him in the fury of the attack upon 

our Marines. We understand the message. We do not like it -- but we are 

prepared to accept it. As Winston Churchill put it to another enemy who 

speciali~ed in savagery, "you do your worst -- and we will do our best." 

For that is the way to peace. In this war as in many others, the aggressor 

will not make peace unt_il he ha.s been convinced that he. has no choice. _He has 

chosen to make a supreme effort to obtain victory. That has made the last 

week a hard one and it is likely to make for other hard weeks to come. If we 

meet this challenge with fortitude · and with unity, then the answer is clear to 

the enemy. If we meet it with dismay and panic -- if we respond to the enemy 

attack by calling for our own forces to retreat .-- by questioning whether our 

own forces should be there at .all -- by criticizing our friends and our allies 

then the enemy will -be succeeding .__ and he will see that he •is succeeding. He 

will redouble his ~£forts, with all that implies for the safety of the American 

men in Vietnam. 

This is a time for steadiness _ _; and for resolution -~ and for determination. 

. . 
I intend ·to do my best to show 'all three on your behalf. I ask yo~r help. 

MW 
2/8/68 



INFOJlMATlON 

TllvNay • .Febnaary s. 1968 -- 6:45 p. m.. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: New• Medla Ceatacta 

TOllay I met wlth Jolla steele aad. Je•• Coolt, TIME myasbae; 
IUcllard L. Wllaoa, Cowie• pullcatloaa: ucl Wlutoa CharcbW, Loadoa 
Ew.nlllJ New•, all on the Vletaam situation. 

I took tbem all throup the cloc111neats: prlaoaer of war reporu; 
report• fram the flelcl on cooperatloa aad reYlY&l ha the Delta; materlal 
on ca•waltle•; aa acc01Ult of reer1aalsatloa of the Vletname•e gcwen,meat; 
etc. I took the •ame llae a• ye•terday: we are la the middle of aa Important 
battle; the fl.rat ataa• hae not 1•• buly for our alde; the battle l• aot yet 
OYer &11d lta outcome would depead oa the •cale of fv.rtlutr attack• on the 
cltle• and bow they are Ja.aacllecl; the coatlavecl YltalltJ of. the Vletaame•• 
, ... ermneat; the oatcmne of Kile Saah aad other froatler battle•; and the 
ateacllae•• of U.S. pullc eplaloal 

W. W. llo•tow 

WWRo•tow:rln 



TOP&CltZT 

lNl'OllMA TlON 

TIIUMaf• Felllraa~ I, 1968 
6:40 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•W.llt: 

Herewltll Amb,. Buker report■ 
et.u ... ..,. el yCNr letter a• well a• our 
ca•• for urpat 1en:nmeatal actl- wltla. 
l'•■pect to All VN ....r.na, etc. 

Tour letter appear• to .Ila•• ••• 
putlnlarlJ Jaelptal. 

w. w. aoetow 

Salaoa 18583 

TOP SECRET 

WWRo■tow:rla 

:C- ECLAS F~t.) 
1 .C 123%, t c. j 4 ' ) 

,'r'.h.: n.:>U.c ,..rw<letine5, h b. 24, 1983 

· , ~ , N,'\l • , Da~e. / :5'/ f! 2-



Departnie~rf 

00 RUl!:HC 
DE RUMJlR 18585 0391200 
ZNY TTTTT 

!IOP SECRET 

0 081 l5GZ FEB 68 ZFF-1 2421Q 
F'M A~'iEr-iBASSY SAIGO~J 1967 FEB 8 &'1 7 54 
TO SECSTATE ~ASHDC IMMEDIATE 6103 
STATE GRNC 
BT 
t OPS EC R ! T SAIGON 18583 

NOD IS 

REF: S'i"ATE 111337 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER 

lo I SAW PRESIDENT THIEU TODAY, FEBRUARY 8 9 AND GAVE HIM YOUR LETTER. 
HE EX?RESSED HIS VERY GREAT APPRECIATION FOR IT AND FOR YOUR S!ATEr.z~r 
OF· SUPPORT. 

2o I WENT OVER IN DETAIL WITH HIM THZ S?EC!7IC POI NTS CONTAINED IN 
YOUR EARLIER MESSAGE TO. ME AND ~JILL BE REPORTit~G. MORE FULLY 
ON MY DISCUSSION WITH KIM TOMORROW. IN GE NERAL, I BELISVE XE 
mmERSTOOD AND AGREED WI TH tKE r~:::ED ·ro rt.OVE VIGOROUSL 'I ON TH.ESE 
VARIOUS FRONTS AND I WILLp '0F coq~SE, BE FOLLOWI NG UP ~ITH HIM 
ON THEM. I BELIEVE YOUR LETTER ~AS HAD A VERY HELPFUL 
EtF~CT AT A DIFFICULT TIME FOR THIEU. 

BUNKER 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 
-~:T(??Yd 9/ll/j~ 

Authon . j/tj/;& 
Gn/,..,A-.. NARA, Date 

Bv-r-o-• · 

T-OP SECRET 

·: .. :: :~~,.; . . -: . 



1.1.mited Official U•• Tbwraday - February a. l 968 , .-3~-r 
MEMORANDUM .FO.R THE PRESIDENT ACTION 

SUBJECT: Reply to Me•••i• of Preeident of Ecuador 

~ 

State recommend• that you reply to Pre•ident Aro••m•na•• message 
(Tab B ) expre••la& 1ratitade over US •.apport for Calo-Plaza a• 
Secretary General of the OAS along tha Uaea of the draft a t Tab .&. 

The reply ba• Ju•t the right mlx of reapo1u11ven••• ancl aloofae•• • 
I recommend you alp. 

Jacldentally, the Ecuado.re&Aa are ,cettlns reatlve over our loaa 
delay 1n umlllg a a11cc•••or to our PNCi'd Ambae•ador. TheJ are 
makla1 Aol■ea aboat recall.baa theh' Am•••ado.r. Both our Charge 
bl o.ito and Covey OU ver co.athlu to think that we ah°'1ld hold off 
appohatia1 a new man 1111til after Aroaemena leave• office (Septemlter 1 ). 

W. W. lloetow 

Attachment■ : 

Tab A - Letter to Preaideat Aroaemena 
Tab B • Letter ol January 29 from Aroaemena to President. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295 , cc. 3.6 
NLJ 96 - :1..01o 

By Q<z , N, ___ , - Date U·3·'1 7 



J'ebr~ry 8, 1968 

Dear Mr. Preaident: 

Thank you for your recent me•••&• of appreciation 
for my Government•• aupport of the Ecuadorean 
candidate for the Secretar1 Generalahlp of the 
Orsaaiaatlon of American State ■• We sha r e yo,ar 
view that the inter-American •r•tem need• vlaorou• 
and dieUnpi•hed 1 .. derahlp in thb critical pba•• 
of it• hlator y. 

Siac•r•lJ, 

Hi■ Excellency 
Otto Aroe4lDUln& OoD"W s 
Con•titutlon&l Pre•ld~t of the 

1\epublio of Ecuador 

LBJ/ WGB:mm 

DECLAS IFIED 
E.0. 129, 8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q'- -.2-o(o 

By c& , NARA DateJ,J.-,3 ~CJ1 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE . 

Ecu~dorean P1:es.ide.nt Arosemena.'s Message 

3 1..J, 
~ 

of Appreciation for US Support, o:£ Ga.lo-:·Pla.za as OAS .. ,Secr.et<ll"y--_penera_l 

"Quito - J'anuary 29, ,1968 

Dear Mr. President: 

I have the honor to address myself to Your Excellency in 
order to express to the illust.rlous governrnent o! too United States 
and personally to you my profound gratitude f~r the b.acki.og which 
at all tlrries you have been kind enough to give to the candidacy of 
Ecuador, represented in the person of ex-President Galo Plaza, 
for Secreta.ry General of the OAS. The support which your gov-
ernment le giving is particularly valuable. . 

In presepting the candidacy of Sr. · Plaza.- my government 
has b~en concerned on~y with offoring foX" :the ~onside ration of 
lrlei1dly countries the name of a person who fulfills the neceesary 
conditions to carry out effectively a1_1d successfully the functiQns 
of the Secretary General of the OAS, s'tnce Ecu:~.dor is determined 
that the inter-Americ~n system should achieve the nece.s sary 
strength for the maintenance of contt"nental peace and security, 
and should promote more fraternal and expedient cooperation on 
an economic and social- plane !or the benefit of the great Lat-in 
American masses. 

Accept, Your Excellency, my thanks and tho·se of Cly govern• 
ment as well as the good wishes which l oifer in a rr.od slncere and 
auspicious manner for the success of your difficult and complex task 
in tbe. Presidency of the illustl"ious paople of the United States, with 
which we are bound by tight bo1~ds of friendship and underatanding •. 

I take this occasion to· renew to Your Excellency the testimony 
ol my highest.and most distinguished consideration. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O . . 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'Jl. - /1/ 

/ s / Otto Arosemena Gomez 
Constitutional President of the Republic 

of Ecuador. " 

~ #@ ,-NARA Date 11-r::1-'f" 



-BECUT 
Tlmrsclay, Feb. I, 1968 
6:JO p. m. 

Herewith a draft mesaace to Koay.-. oe 
wMch Sect. Jla•k wleltee you jad.smeat. 

SEC:RET attac:bmeat 

A pproved --

Disapprov ed --

Call me 

w. w. &oatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

\X'hi~ Hou<ie Guidclinc-., Feb. 24, 1983 

P. v.J.Jf:-, NARA, Date / J/-f 2-



Mr. President: 

ThU'Nay • Feb. I. 1961 
6:20 p. m. 

Thl• l• aa excelleld. well-balaaced eYaluaUGD. 
by the Aub-aliaa Amba•aaclor la Sa11oa.. 
of tile Tet offeulYe. 

W. W • .Roatow 

. ..CONftDl:MTIAL attachmeat 
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Dear Phil, 

.. 
. . ~ 

-. ~, 

AUSTRAt.lAN EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON, D.C . 

7th February, 1968 

You asked yesterday ,vhat 
assessments we had had from Border 
about events of the last ·week in 
Vietnam. You may be interested to 
read the attached report received 
this morning. 

Yours sincerely, 

(R.U. 

Mr. P. Habib, 
Department of State, 
WASHIMGTOU. D.C. 

HflltMtNID TO If AN 
M>MtNtlllATtVf MARKING 
HOT NAT'\ SECUlttv 
tNFOIMAftON. f, O. 12356; 
SE~. t. t(at 

av,lrj .QN /4/-f2 
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7 Feb. 1968 (0040) 

ADDRESSED DJAKARTA 284, REPEATED WASHINGTON 362. 
FOR THE :MINISTER 

Following is repetition of telegram No. 030 dat~d 6/2/68 from Saigon. 
Begins --

Enemy Tet Offensive. 

Preliminary Assessment. 

In the week beginning 29th January Viet Cong and NVA forces have 
demonstrated a greater military resourcefulness and dedication to their cause 
than most observers here would have believed possible. Itwill be some time 
before we know the real objectives of their offensive and whether it is to be 
ultimately recorded as a victory or a severe defeat. There will be much specula­
tion about its repercussions, but no one will deny that the Viet Cong supported and 
directed by Hanoi and assisted by the NVA, put up a dramatic, spectacular and 
memorable performance, and have shown themselves capable not only of great 
skill in planning and coordinating their strategy and tactics but also of great 
courage and fanaticism in executing their plans. 

2. The major questions are whether this Viet Cong offensive was a final all-out 
desperation effort to achieve military victory with the aid of a general uprising, 
or an exhibition of their strength to either to offset the progress being made in the 
south or to place themselves in a favourable position prior to accepting negotiations 
in an attempt simply to relieve the heavy pressure being applied on them in all fields 
and so restore some balance in the picture being presented of relative power and 
influence. It will also be asked whether the GVN and the allies have tended in the 
past to under- estimate the strength, resourcefuln ess and devotion of the 
Communists, and whether the allied effort here can make a speedy recovery from 
what must be seen as being a setback to our eff rts locally and internationally. 

The Plan. 

3. When the analysts have completed their researches, it will probably be seen 
that this offensive has followed the doctrinal steps laid down by Giap and the 
leadership in Hanoi. Such a cunningly conceived and coordinated campaign must 
have taken months of planning. The fact that it was kept secret points to the 
devotion of all those who took part in it, not a word of it seems to have leaked. 
~n II, III and IV Corps, enemy dispositions did not indicate that a major attack on 
a widespread scale was inuninent, and the timing - - for the Tet truce which the 
enemy had said they would observe for seven days -- was perfect. 
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4. The basic strategy was to b ring the war simultaneously into all the major 
centres of population throughout the country where there was plenty of cover, 
where schools, pagodas_ and hospitals could be used as command posts, and where 
the counter firepower and striking force of the allies could not be effectively 
brought to bear. The overall pattern is not yet clear but it seems that local forces 
and guerrilla-type squads were the spearhead of the attack, forces made up of 
men who in many cases had lived or worked in or near the towns and cities by day 
and donned their uniforms at night or were guided to their goals by local supporters. 
Targets were carefully selected, access and escape routes were mapped, and it was 
probably expected that these forces were sufficiently well-known to give the leader­
ship required to incite the local population to join in a general uprising which 
would both overthrow the government and paralyze the allied forces. 

5. The infiltration of large numbers of troops -- perhaps ·running as much as 
3, 000 in Saigon -- could have easily taken place in the pre-Tet days when the 
traditional large scale movement of people carrying bulky parcels had begun, and 
the police could have been relied on to be even slacker than usual in stopping 
vehicles and travellers and even more purposeful in foregoing inspections at the 
offer of a sum of money or a "Tet gift".· In some cases main force units waited 
outside, presumably to back up the units working inside the populated centres or 
to cover their withdrawals if necessary, or even to move in and take vital installa­
tions such a:s airfields, ports, radio stations and provincial headquarters if the 
act"ivities of the guerrillas brought the local people massing spontaneously and 
vociferously to their side. We need not be surprised about the success of the 
infiltrations, the enemy had time and circumstances going for him particularly 
the laxity and corruption of the police and the inefficiency of the government's 
intelligence machine. 

The Execution. 

6. We do not know yet whether an offensive in the DMZ and I Corps was to coincide 
wit~ the plan to carry the battle into the population centres. The build-up and 
threat there might have been designed to facilitate the offensive in the cities by 
tying up allied forces and generally diverting attention from the cities. On the other 
hand, an attack there might have been temporarily thwarted by massive U. S. 
bombardments and by the failure of the weather to provide the required cloud cover. 

7. Whatever the case, the fact was that the penetration of the populated areas 
was successful, it seems, in every instance, and designated targets were hit. In 
some places the damage was great, as in Pleiku, Kontum, Nha Trang, My Tho 
and Den Tre, in others, as in Saigon, Banmethuot and Dana.ng, it was quite light. 
Installations w.ere somtimes occupied, most seem not to have been. In the Delta 
cities no withdrawal plans seems to exist, and - according to Westmoreland -­
most of the available enemy forces seem to have been committed. In Saigon, the 
attackers were to be relieved, after 48 hours, of the positions they were meant to 
be then holding, and, even though this did not occur~. they were backed by main 
force units ~aiting outside. In all, including I Corps and the DMZ, some 60, 000 
troops are believed by MACV to have been involved. 

C O~iF ID3JN~ l:..\.b 
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The Objectives. 

8. The pattern of events does not lead easily to a conclusion about objectives. 
It does seem at this early stage, however, that the general offensive was in fact 
launched, designed to bring down the government both by force and by generating a 
popular uprising. The latter would be brought about by a show of considerable 
force and audacity, by incitement, by evidence of physical occupation of important 
installations and government and administrative centres, and by the exposure of 
the helplessness of the U. S. to bring their power to bear when the battle was to 
be fought in the very places where the p~ople Fved. The fact that the main damage 
in the towns was the ·result of the fighting itself, not of deliberate sabotage by the 
Viet Cong, suggests that the Viet Cong were confident that they wou1d~d to make 

• use themselves of the main installations. Thus here is evidence that the attackers 
of Tan Son Nhut Airfield in Saigon were instructed not to damage it if possible. 

---"-O& f! ! DEN I 1:4.L 
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9. The conception and the planning w-ere brilliant. The exe cution, if the 
above analysis is correct, was not suc-cessful--at least in our terms. 

(For the Viet Cong; perhaps it was a great victory.) 
For the most part the installations were not taken and held. The people 

although frightened- -did not respond and rise up. The Tet-depleted 
Vietnamese Army and police forces fought back well, and the physical 
and moral support 0£ the U.S. and the other allies did make itself felt, not 
only in the defence of their own installations but also in the aid given to the 
local forces in gunships, flares, airlifts, tactical advice, communications, and 
in the many other trappings of a highly mobi!e,. mechanised force. 

10. In less than one week aft'er the offensive began the VC/NVA forces held 
not one of the towns or cities they had attacked. (At no time did they take 
real control.) Small pockets of resistance continued in many places, there 
was some fighting in the outskirts, and in one or two centres there were 
uncomn"litted mainforces still waiting on the outside. Enemy casualties were 
placed as high as 20, 000 dead, bringing their total to over 30, 000 since the 
beginning of the winter-spring campaign last November. Their forces, some still 
defiant, were on the run or being ferretted out, they had lost thousands of 
weapons. 

11. If the objective was to demonstrate strength per se--in an election year in the 
U.S. it was successful, because this offensive revealed more clearly than ever 
before the nature and extent of Viet Cong organisation, discipline and power. It 
confirmed what has been said many times, that the ultimate solution of the 
Vietnam problem must be political, not simply military. Viet _ Cong lo·sses were 
undoubtedly heavy but, according to MACY, their strength remains formidable, 
and the Vietnamese people know this. 

The effort does not seem to have been a desperate, all-out one, although 
t.."i.e Viet Cong have undoubtedly been badly hurt. 

12. If the demonstration of strength was to bring the Viet Cong back into 
the picture, to offset the growing political and military confidence of the GVN 
and the weight of the U.S. forces here, it was again successful. If it was 
designed to. open the way to negotiations (I remain sceptical on this) they will 
presumably now give some sign. On the other hand, they could allow events 
to do their work, knowing t[lat their actions will give rise to a fresh wave oi 
demands overseas for negotiations and of pressure on the U.S. to halt or 
completely stop the bombing of the north. They will know that the voices 
favouring a coalition government will be strengthened, because the Viet Cong 
are demonstrably a political and military force which cannot be belittled or 
turned aside. 



13. Having said this, the possibility remains that this offen s ive was forced 
on the Viet Cong by the progress being made in the south. If they were not 
to react to the increasing pressures upon them they were in danger of gradually 
losing by .default their hold in the countryside. Too many people were s aying 
that the trend of events was no longer in their favour. If thi s was the objective, 
its success is questionable. Having been repulsed with great losses and having 
used such questionable tactics in Vietnam's eyes, the Vi e t Cong might : ind that their 
currency will be further debased by this episode. They might t:::-y a second wave, 
or launch their big move in I Corps, but they will still run /the risk of heavy 
defeats whatever the damage they cause of 1:he fear they inspire. There is no 
doubt a limit to their ability to keep up such offensives. 

Viet Cong Strength 

14. Has the power of the Viet Cong been underestimated? I am inclined to 
thin..~ not. In reporting on my provincial tour three weeks ago I noted that there 
was a realistic acknowledge:rr_:i.ent almost everywhere of the continuing strength 
of the enemy, despite our own gains, and of the protracted nature of the struggle 
ahead. The confidence of the enemy in his own military power has been 
frequently pointed out, especially in relation to the discussions on the negotiations 
is sue. It was only last year that Westmoreland made his plea for more troops. The 
difficulties of making the pacification programme work have always been evident. 
Nor has Viet Cong resourcefulness ever been underestimated. 

15. What, then, was at fault? Not underestimation of the Viet Cong strength, I 
suggest, but failure to insist that the Vietnamese make a genuine effort to 
protect themselves against insidious infiltration, for only the Vietnamese can 
do this work, and undue confidence that the Viet Cong would not run the risks 
of casualties and loss of face which unsuccessful attacks on the towns were 
almost sure to bring. The Viet Cong did what we hoped they could not do, or 
would not dare to do, on such a large scale. 

The Results 

16. There are no easy answers to these questions. 
But already the next is upon us- -where do _we go from here? 
The GVN reacted to the crisis like a stunned mullet. 
It did not utter for ty.,o days, and then ·only did so at the prompting of the 

Americans. 
The Pres~ which had closed down for the week, was not brought back to 

life for the emergency, but the Americans have got things moving. 
Thieu has called on the people to back the Goverrunent, and the Lower 

House has now met and given its support. 
The Assembly its.elf will no doubt do the same, and the Press will, I 

think, follow suit. 
On the military sic!'e the Viet Cong will be pursued. 

GO ?JFID=H'fL't b ---
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17. Our best hope perhaps is that the Government, assisted by the U.S. 
and the friends of Vietnam, will now take the opportunity to show what it 
can do for the poeple in the way of reconstruction. 

The ARVN fought well and will continue to iniprove~ 

Now the civilians must get to work on the problems of the refuge es 
and the injured, and all the other work involved in restoring normal economic 
and social life. The· chance is offered to gain the confidence of the people, 
the very people who preferred not to rise with the Viet Cong. 

Surely this must be some stimulus to the Government to do more, 
surely it must give the Government some confidence in itself. 

18. I take some comfort personally fr.om the fact that the Vietnarnese charged 
with running the new reconstruction task force are Ky and General Thang 
because, in my book, they are among the few Vietnamese who have t.11.e drive 
and ability and sense of dedication and nationa.l spirit to make a success of 
this venture and to try to break down the prevailing indifference, corruption, 
and recklessness of the officials with whom they will have to work. 

GONPTDE::M'fiAL 
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