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Mr. Prealdeat: 

Tlull'H&J', Fellnaary a. 1968 
6:10 p.m. 

Herewith a Soviet officlal la Hanel and aa 
officlal of the Haaoi 1cwenmeat put out tbeir l111e 
to the. l'nach. TIie,- 'both aay: 

... The offeasm wa• •••lpad to weak.ea 
the U. S. ae1otlatlna pe•ttloa; aad 

... The fiptla& wW 10 on for eome tlme. 

Y 011 wW be I.Dtereatecl ln th.e S..let 
ohaervatloa on ou- poaalble u.se of tactical nuclear 
weapoaa (pas• Z). 

ID 1••ral. I take thl• llae to 'be their fall 
back poaltloa lf tbe attack on tile cltle• failed to 
achleft declal'N realllta. 

Parl• 10089 
Parl• 10084 

WWRo■tow:rlA 

W. w. lloatow 
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,. 
' 
;, 

- MY .SOVIET~ COLLEAGLlE, IN THE COURSE OF A~ EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, 
GAYE F,Z THE . FOLL01H NG EXPLANATIONS or~ THE NE1:J CHARACT~R OF THE 

j . .. »A' I N S_OUTH VIET ~JM! - INPOSED SY THE FHQNT • . 

.. ACCORDING TO Hlfti, THE FL .~ HAD .BEEN LED TO ATTACK THE 
uii&u.- CENTERS IN ORDER To· qm~TR~_DIC:T THE CLAHiS OF THE AMERICAN 
CONIAiD MlD THE AMERICA N ADi"iINISTR~.TiO N, AS WELL AS THE STATE-
1\U_tS OF PRESIDENT -JOHNSO :·J. THAT THE . PP.CIF'ICATI or~ l,t!AS Sfl1~ADI NG 

A~ T:·U~T TH::: SAIGO~l REGHiE WAS .. co·NSOLIDATHJG A;-JD E:-J°LfRGH:G ITS 
)ASE. T:-:E FRO~JT WISHED TO· PROVE TO ITS ADVERSARI ES THAT THE 
SIJUATI0N WAS FU~DAME ~TALLY DIFFERE NT A~D THAT THEIR CALCULATIO ~S 
WERE EHR01'a:qus. Fen MR TC:-!ER dAKOV THERE HAS THE:R_EF'OR£ ~rn 
COMTIADICtIO~ - 3ET 1.•JEE:N THE PROPOSAL FOR NE GOTIATIONS Fom·,ULATZD 
i3Y THE .FOaEI GN (•i PHSTER · A:~D TP.E u~~LSAS~Irrn OF VI OL E~~ CE I i·J THE 

~0UTH. · !m VIE'JJS THC: ' TWO ACTIO t;s AS c·o~1PLIME: tHARY, · T•HE:: 
i.' 

C0i1l 31 IJI:D EFFECT OF WHICH SHOULJ l!:ND' IN A NE GOT I A T£J PEACE 
r.' · •.· 
f 

f .. H.E DISPLAYED~ HOW ;i:V£R, A •~; QD E?.ATE OPT!iHSi\' 14HICH ARE_· 
, 111S 0 1•n:J ·\,; ORDS. FOR . THC: Hi i"I EDIATE Ft:T :JHE. HE . AJi•ll TS TH~ T THE 
,. DEii EL O?f·l ~ :ff O,F THE OPER AT l Oi~S I :~ THE S OU'iH STRE t-JCTHi:: :~s TH£ 
( ~RG!Ji~; Z?JTS OF THE ''iiA~Jl{S"-- I N U/\SHHJGTON. ,HE C0 ~JSIDEns THAT 
, 17 iS. DIFFICULT F·qR PRJ;:SID E~i T JOH;·JS.O i'J TO RUN T;-{E .RISK OF .fl. 
t IIEGOTIAIION WHICH ':!OULD NOT END _1nTHIN THE ELECTOHAL ·PERIOD.-
f.: H£ OOES t~OT EXCLUDE: THE POSS I 3iLI TY OF REPRISALS GrJ •· NORTH. r . JIETNAM AND MORE ~ARTICULAR~Y ON THE CAPITAL, BUT HE TOLD 
t- ME THAT THAT WOULD BE :A GRAVE ERROR ON THE · PART OF . THE 
l'.c •• : ••. . • . · .•. , . .• - • . • •.. • . • •. ----- ·· -· .• . 
;._ AMIZ1c,H.S WHICH WOULD DO NO 'MORE THAN PROLONG Atrn M·AKE 
t . ·s11LL ltOR.E :aoOuY . THE CO:ffLICT ·HTHOUT: A POSiTIVE RESULT 
f'. •. . .-FM. J HEM. , .. · · . . . . ·. -·. ·_ · . ) . 
L:.:, .:. .,_ .. ..... ...... 11.\:. '. ; . ..... . . - 1:_; ·'- "·' , . . ,i _,._. ,.,,. -· ··.~: •. . • .... ••.A. ••• • - . .. . . . ' ··· - •• • 
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~- ·· -· ~ i l~-JU.~~i~-- ~,~~~~~•n:"tt -~-~liLE ~;-H~t··'.11£·~,;i:ERi~RY ·i · 

W.OVl:I> U.St -111£ .TACTICAL ATr>Mlt:. W£APO», ,lN CAS~ .. Jlf!_:A~IUCANS 
fl"if? _!IID\SE.VES UJ A CRI Tl CAL SlTUAT!ON~ MR .lCtl£~eAXOV •· · 
lf~V l~G .IDLb l!E -THAT Tff!S ·a,a>ruALl.l'V -.~OULD _uar .BE _RULED our, .,. 
.I. ASJ<El> Iii,, WHETAER TNE USSR WOULD IN_SUCN A t~E -Gl~E 
Vll'tN>.Ji .. TIJE 11£-"MS "ED RETORT EFJ:'LCAClDUSLY • .. HE AltSWEiD 
l1E1'----.-,,-auAP.S" , ,. 5ur, HE JH1'1£DlA1E.l.Y ADDEl> TIIE »tElllCAHS : 
HAD . l!JEE.1'. PflT ON GUARD At;A-rNST 111E CONSE4)1JE~ 0~ SUCU 
IN ACTJON •. ~ . 

•AA. Ti:NaBAKOV THLJKS THAT SF.:VE~tAL ;~ORF. NOi\TtlS ·OF 
BITTE~ fl GHTING !,JILL STILL 3E N::.:r. ·zss1RY TC co~:VI\!C:;: THE:­
U'HL::.:J .37ATES· Or HIS us:.:u:ss :n,:ss OF· THIS STRUCC-Li!'.. HE !>DE'S 
~-JOT THI .-lK TH~T A SOLLJTIOf,) CA• l'EASO»~ILT .8£ ENVISA6ED 8EF1'RE , 
T)E ,-\ONTH oF· S~~PTEii13G~. 
"A0" 1 T',.,.! ;,LLY Hr. ·-c.."•1 ·-· o·• ..... \,~ 1 L "(' ·•'l'"T l' -R"-I"'''" n-,...--.I· ·c • v~ .1.v : .. t,,:,, , - ~~ ~, \JhL 1• -- ::, . . _ . ~•. , ,!\ o.J..J t, ,:;.1,!Jt". , :-. ! 1J 1 , ~ •• :.\.·, .ki,; \1.1 , ·· 

THE FU1.URE STP..TUS OF v1:::T:;AL1i . HE T:-!I:·ii\S .1HAT IF TH;: 
I14 :· jOJ .-'IIT 1 !0RITIZS SH0 1.! TlEi•; sr:L'J~;j TG . 3E · 1:nn ;,C·T.!\JLE ~~­
WDlAIC. TH[ .CQ~DITIO:!S FOR i•::::COTlt,TIO.~S THEY '-JILL SHm.• 
PK.DO~ Of (•iUS:1 f•ir.P.E ·FL~KI3IL!TY 1,JH:.:N THE RIG:{~S Of lHEIH 
co~~TRY YILL H~VE BS~~ RECOG NIZED; THEY ~OULD 3E ,OI5PGS[D TO 
ACCEPT . A ST.~TuS OF '.:EUT!~AL!TY APPLICA:jLE 901 1{ TO THE . 
_NORHT AS WELL AS TO TH: SOUTH, A~D ALTHOUGH WHOLLY A . 
~E~ □ER OFT~~ SOCIALIST CA~P, T~iY WOULJ NOT TIE THE~SELVZS 
TO IT ._3y A iYIILITARv" ALLIA;1c·s. HE ·D?.E1 . .; ~y ATT£ iniot: IN 

. PASSI1G ro· THE FACT THAT , THE ~DV~ .AS OPPOSED TO NORTH 
.- KOREA BAI> Jvar ·CONCLUDED ANI ACRZEr:Et'JT FOR rWTUAL ASSISTAXCE 
WI TH Vl TH TIE USSR Oft _ )117,JI- C~1A1A. / 

'"ALL DURl tJG Q:JR, co:~V~RS;.TIO~ i'iH TCH?:RBA!(OV EXP2~SSED 
HHiSELF LJ A StJ3TLE F P1S!H o,,:. 'HE JIJST! F'I ED . -THE · . 

. VI ET ~Mfr: ~SC: ACT! OtJ BY AR GU{·1 EiHS S Hi! L AR . TO THOSE WHICH HAD 
-SZE:~ F'UR~USHED TO NE ~T THE rv:rNISTRY OF FOREI mJ AFFAIRS, 
aur HE J>lD llat F'.ORi·i ALL y APPR O'JE. IT.·~ 

· GP- l BOWLEJI ·· · 
8T 
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• 
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SUBJECi: OEQUIRIELLE REPORT ' ON CONVERSATION WITH HANOI OFFICIAL 

DEQUIRIELLE SENT FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM HANOI DATED FEB, 6: 
;MR. HAL WHOM I .MET .FOR THE FIRST .TIME SINCE THE ST~RT OF THE 

:GENERAL INTENSIVE FLIGHT IN THE SOUTH, GAVE ME AN EXPOSE OF 
·THE SITUATION. . 
·"HE TOLD ME FIRST OF ALL THAT THE EVENTS IN THE SOUTH, CONTRARY 
TO. CERTAIN WESTERN INTERPRETATIONS, CHANGED _NOTHING WITH RESPECT TO 

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 10084 -S E C R E T -
.·•THE JUST POSITION OF VIETNAM AS IT HAD BEEN DEFINED BY THE 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN ' HIS DECLARATIONS OF JAN. 28 
AND DEC. 29, QOYU•. THESE STATEMENTS CONFIRM AND CLARIFY 
AN ARTICLE IN 'CHAN-DAN' DATED FEB. 5 REPROACHING THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT FOR STICKING TO THE SO-CALLED 'SAN ANTONIO' 
FORMULA AND 'REFUS}NG TO DIRECT ITSELF TOWARDS THE LIGHT WHICH . 
SHINES AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL.• . 
"MY INTERLOCUTOR THEREUPON ASSERTED THAT THE DECISION OF THE 
FRONT TO ATTACK HAD BEEN PROVOKED BY THE CANCELLATION OF THE 
TRUCE BY THE OTHER SIDE AND THE NECESSITY TO CHASTISE THE 
AGRESSORS WHO TRAMPLED UPON THE CUSTOMS OF THE VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE. HOWEVER, THE LACK OF .CONVICTION WITH WHICH HE PRESENTED 
THESE ARGUMENTS TO ME SHOWED THAT HE HARDLY HOPED TO' 
CONVINCE ME • 

.. "HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT IN THIS PHASE OF THE FIGHTING THE 
FRONT DID NOT SEEK AS A FUNDAMENTAL.OBJECTIVE TO CONQUER AND 
TO OCCUPY THE URBAN AREAS But RATHE~ TO GET THEM AWAY FROM 
THE CONTROL OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION BY DEPRIVING THE 
LATTER OF ALL MEANS OF ACTION. HE EMPHASIZED·IN EFFECT THE ·. 
DECOMPOSITION .OF THE 'PUPPET' ARMY, THE PARTICIPATION OF NUMEROUS: 
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UNITS OF THESE TROOPS ALONG SIDE OF THE FRONT IN THE FIGHTIN.G, 
THE INVITATION MADE TO THE TROOPS WHO WISHED TO REMAIN NEUTRAL 
TO PUT THEMSELVES IN CONTACT WITH THE NFL COMMAND TO WORK OUT 
THE:IR STATUS. THE FIGHT WAS LED BY THE 'REVOLUTIONARY FORCES' 
COMPOSED OF UNITS OF THE FRONT AND OF OTHER GROUPS WHO ARE TAKING 
PART SPONTANEOUSLY IN THE FIGHT. 

-"HE TOLD ME THAt HE HAD NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON THE NATIONAL 
: COMMITTEE FOR THE ALLIANCE OF NATIONAL AND PACIFIC FORCES AT 
SAIGON AND THE . FRONT FOR NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE AND PEACE -AT 
HUE THE APPEALS OF WHICH HAD BEEN REPRODUCED IN THE VIETNAMESE 
PRESS. WHEN I ASKED HIM IF TH.ESE 'Two ORGANIZATIONS WOULD ' EVENTUALLY 
BE ASSOCIATED IN A COALITION GOVERNMENT, HE TOOK A RESERVED 
POSOTION. FOR THE MOMENT, HE TOLD ME, IT I-S A QUESTION FfRST OF 
ALL OF MOBILIZING IN THE STRUGGLE ALL PATRIOTIC AND ANTI-AMERICAN 

·ELEMENTS. THE FORMATION OF A COALITION GOVERNMENT IS SOMETHING 
·· FOR THE LONGER RUN • . THE FORMATION WILL LEAN UPON THE POPULAR 
: MOVEMENTS WHICH ARE PRESENTLY SPRINGING UP. WITHOUT RULING OUT 
'. THE RISK OF AMERICAN REPRISALS AGAINST THE NORTH, MY INTERLOCUT.OR 
. CONSIDERED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT .BE OVERESTIMATED. THE AMERICAN. 
' CAPABILITIES WERE NOT INFINITE,SINCE THE PROXIMITY OF THE 

.PAGE 4 RUFNCR 10084--9 ! CR!~ 
ELECTIONS PARALIZEO THE JOHNSON .ADMINISTRATION·. FURTHERMORE, 

'THIS WAS ONLY A SECONDARY ASPECT OF THE QUESTION BECAUSE INTENSifI­
,CATION OF BOMBARDMENTS WOULD NOT AFFECT THE OUTCOME ·OF THE 
.. CONFLICT .IT WAS NECESSARY TO MAKE THE AMERICANS UNDERSTAND THAT 
THEIR 'INSOLENT• PRETENSIONS WERE UNACCEPTABLE AND WOULD ONLY 
,LEAD THEM INTO AN IMPASSE. 
:•THAT WAS THE BASIC REASON BY THE FRONT HAD TO TAKE ACTION. 
:•1N CONCLUSION, MR. HA RECALLED WHAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD 
,TOLD ME SOME DAYS AGO THAT THE FIGHTING WOULD BE EVEN 
MORE VIOLENT IN. 1968 THAN DURING THE PRECEDING YEARS. THE 
:FACTS CONFIRMED THIS PREDICTION. ON ACCOUNT OF THE AMERICAN 
·oBSTINANCY, ONE SHOULD EXPECT THAT THE FIGHTING WILL GO ON 
STILL FOR MANY MONTHS.• 

GP-! .BOHLEN 
.BT · 

., SECRET . 



Mr. ~•aldellt : 

Thi• la the fl.rat piece of uideace dlntdlT ... 
uaoclatfn1 th• North Korrm with a•~ 
movemeat cm behalf of North Viet Kam. 

w.w .. aoaow 

• :.OOMHBiiN'AAl:: attacbDHnt 
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NORTH KOREA WAS EXT .. ~EMELY CRITICAL OF 

·· Tr~ sov rtT ... pci~ICY ·or PEACEF_UL COEXIST ENCE w iT H THE UN IT ED ST A·TES 

AN~THIS POLICY WAS HURTING THE MILITARY EFFORTS OF THE 

... ' 
NORTH VIETNAMES~ IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR 

TH~ ~d~TH KOREAN GOVE?N~ENT TO UNDERTAKE SO~E SORT OF A 

D!VE2SIONARY·ACTION TC -3UPPORT THE NORTH VIETNA~1ESE, 

2. THE NOP.TH KO?.C:AN OP.POSIT iON. -TO THE 

SO'Fir.T ·-P:10?0SED WORLD CO'NGRESS OF COMi:1'UNIST PARTIES 

-3. -~ISSE~1: CINCPAC PACr,'LT PAC.D.F A?.?AC STATE AR~lATT 
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INFORMATION 

.-Hl81l&:T 

TllUN&f• l'eltra&ry I, 1968 
6:05 p.m. 

Mr. P~••ldeat: 

Herewith aa enr..,.laarlly 
later••tlat •wmmary from Elleworth 
B11Dker. Tliu w pl11•H• 1reater 
thaa mlau••• alth--.,h w. are not out 
of tile WCHM11. 

w. w. aoatow 

Salaoa 18582 

""9EGU'I' 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECP :9'3? /NODIS 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 18582) 

Herewith my Thirty-Eighth Weekly Telegram: 

A. Gene-ral 

Because of the emergency situation caused by the Viet Cong Tet attacks, my last 
report was sent to you on February 4, just fou'r days ago. Nevertheless, I think 
enough has happened in the meantime to justify a short report at this time. As more 
facts concerning the massive Tet offensive of the enemy comes to light and the 
story unfolds, a number of things ·become evident. Information is being steadily 
accumulated as reports come in from the country· and Saigon. Consequently, what 
were somewhat tentative assumptions a few days ago begin to take more definite 
shape. 

It seems fairly clear now that: 

A. Plans for the offensive were worked out long in advance and with meticulous 
care. Instances have come to light in which enemy units were infiltrators disguised 
as civilians to reconnoiter targets, withdrawn, and re-infiltrated again as civilians 
immediately before the attack. 

B. Commitment of enemy troops was considerably larger than the estimate I 
reported in my last message. Estimates now are that 52, 000 enemy troops, plus 
another possible 10, 000 guerrillas, for a total of approximately 62, 000 enemy 
forces, were committed to these widespread attacks. 

C. The enemy believed that there would be uprisings in their· support and 
that they would be able to take over many of the cities. This is supported by 
captured documents and .prisoner interrogations which indicated that enemy troops 
were told they would find popular. support, that -~h.e·re would be defections from the 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam troops, and that·. retnfor.ceme~ts would follow. 
Unlike previous heavy attacks, they had no order·~ covering possible withdrawal. 
The tenacity with which the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army have held on to 
some of the areas they have captured (a'.s t in Hue and parts ·of Saigon) also suggests 
that the leaders envisaged a seize-and-hold and not a hit-and-run operation. Given 
the forces available to the .Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army, this would not 
be possible without massive popular and Army of the Republic of Vi~tnam support. 
The enemy radio constantly pounded on the theme that the masses were rising to 
help the Viet Cong, and the government forces were defec;.ting to join with the 
Communist troops. 

DECLASSIFIE 
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NL,J en~ -1 14, -....:....~ _ __;:. __ _ 

y_..r;_ _ _, NA.RA D te 1- 3- 9--, 

iiEGR:E'f /MOD:f:3 



-2-

A particularly interesting captured document is the order of the day from the 
headquarters of the South Vietnam Liberation Army to all military forces in South 
Vietnam. The document has a tone of urgency and calls all enemy troops "to 
liberate the 14 million people of South Vietnam 11 and 11fulfill our revolutionary task. 11 

It refers to the attacks as the greatest battle in Vietnamese history and states that 
the assaults 11will decide the fate and survival of the fatherland 11

• It exhorts the 
enemy forces 11to achieve the final victory at all costs. 11 

D. No popular uprisings took place in any city, nor did the security forces 
defect to the enemy. Initially, many Vietnamese were frightened and impressed 
by the enemy1 s ability to attack on such a wide scale, and their confidence in the 
ability of their government and the United States to provide security was shaken. 
Now they have observed that the enemy was not able to stand in the face of our 
forces but has instead fallen back and has been able to remain in none of the cities 
he has tried to seize. The reaction consequently has changed·~rom one of appre­
hension and doubt to anger, indignation, and resentment at th·e 'treachery of the 
enemy1 s attack during the ·Tet holidays, at the widespread destruction he has 
caused, and the terrorist tactics he has employed. 

E. The enemy has suffered a major military defeat. He has suffered losses 
on an unprecedented scale. From the early morning hours of Janua:i;y 31 until 
midnight of February 7, the enemy lost nearly 25,000 killed in action, nearly 
5,000 detainees, more than 5,500 individual and nearly 900 crew-served weapons. 
These losses are two and one-half times that of any previous month. Although these 
losses seem extraordinarily high, they are substantiated to a considerable degree 
by the number of detainees and weapons captured. Friendly losses .have been 
2, 043 killed (703 U. S., 1, 303 Army of the Republic of Vietnam, and 37 Free World), 
less than one-twelfth of the enemy• s. General Westmoreland tells me that this · 
estimate of enemy killed in action is computed on a very conservative basis, since 
neither enemy killed by air strire s nor artillery have been included. This has been 
a heavy blow for the enemy, particularly as many of the men killed were among the 
best they had, carefully trained regulars and commandos, many of them from North 
Vietnam. From a military point of view, he had gained little in return for his 
heavy expenditure of men and equipment. 

F. In inflicting this severe military defeat- on the enemy, our forces every­
where turned in a superior performance. A highly encouraging development also 
was the very commendable performance of Arn-iy of the Republic of Vietnam forces. 
General Westmoreland reports that all the Army of the Republic of Vietnam Division 
Commanders were on their toes and performed well, as did the Corps Commanders. 
General Abrams has been visiting the Army of the Republic of Vietnam Divisions. 
He returned yesterday from the Second Corps with glowing reports of the perform­
ance of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 22nd and 23rd Divisions. The 
commander of the 23rd Division, with headquarters at Ban Me Thuot, allowed no 
Tet leave and, anticipating an attack, had deployed his troops outside the city; had 
he not done this, destruction would have been much greater. 

- SEGR:i;T /NQDJS 
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G. Although the enemy has suffered a heavy setback, he still retains the 
capability of launching a second wave attack in Saigon and in the Third Corps area~ 
Elements of three enemy divisions, the 5th, 7th, and 9th, are in the Third Corps 
area. In NorthemFirst Corps, in the DMZ, and the Khe Sanh area, he still has 
four divisions and farther south is threatening to exert pressure on Danang . As I 
have previously reported, it is Thieu's opinion that the enemy will endeavor to 
keep up pressure throughout the summer in the First Corps and the central high­
lands. In m.y talk with him yesterday, he added the view that in addition to this 
pressure, he believed the enemy would continue efforts at harassment and infiltra-· 
tion against the cities in order to pin do\.vn friendly troops in defense of the 
populated areas and would also endeavor to recover territory in the countryside, 
in what he called a "counter-pacification effort". 

H. Enemy attacks have resulted in heavy damage in many cities and towns. 
We do not yet have an accurate count of the number of houses destroyed or refugees 
created, but we do have enough inf ormation to know that there has been very con­
siderable property damage. As of this morning, the refugee count in the Saigon 
metropolit an area w a s 93,000 and for the country as a whole about 190,000. Thus 
far, with 31 provinces out of 50 reporting, even though sketchily, we estimate 
the number of evacuees (many of whom will return home as soon as fighting subsides) 
may reach between 250, 000 and 300, 000. About 15, 000 homes are reported 
destroyed though this figure will undoubtedly increase. Civilian casualties compiled 
from preliminary figures total almost 800 dead and 7, 500 injured, though this also 
is probably much under the actual total. Some important installations, such as 
hospitals, radio statio1'ls, and power plants, have also been damaged. The Govern­
ment of Vietnam, however, has taken prompt measures to deal with all these 
problems through the joint task force, which I mentioned in my last message, and 
to which I shall refer in some detail later in this report. 

It may be argued that the enemy objective was not primarily military, that his 
military defeat is more than compensated by his political and psychological gains. 
But I be.lieve clear evidence is emerging that Hanoi expected to take and hold a 
number of cities. Enemy doct.unents and interrogations clearly suggest that at 
least middle and lower level cadre and officers thought this was to be the final push 
to victory. The order of the day of the South Vietnam Liberation Army would lend 
credence to this view. Some Vietnamese leaders who know the Communists well 
tell us that they think the Communists e>..-pected to take the cities and so end the 
war. This, in fact, seems to be a fairly general interpretation among our contacts. 

As I mentioned in my last :qiessage, however, Thieu leans to the theory that the Tet 
attacks represent an effort to get into a n~ore favorable pos·ition for negotiations. 
He believes that the enemy- realizes his strength is ebbing and so took a desperate 
gamble so they could at least give the impression abroad of great and growing 
Communist power in South Vietnam. 

I think the two interpretations are not mutually exclusive. It s .eems poss ible that 
Hanoi would actually expect that the Vietnamese pe;ple would in many cases side wjth 
the invading forces, either out of £-ear or because of grievances against their O'\VIl 

government. The experience of the Buddhist "struggle" ~ovement in the First 
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Corps in 1966, when military and police units sometimes sided with the anti­
government forces, may have encouraged Hanoi to believe that it was possible 
to trigger defections from the Government of Vietnam security forces. Thus their 
rn.aximum objective may have been the occupation of some major urban centers 
and the collapse of the Government of Vietnarn. 

But the primary objective of winning the war in one great series of attacks 
on the cities does not preclude a lesser objective. Hanoi may well havereasoned 
that in the event that the Tet attacks did not bring the outright victory they hoped 
for, they could still hope for political and psychological gains of such dimensions 
that they could come to the negotiating table with a greatly strengthened hand. 
They may well have estimated that the impact of the Tet attad< s would at the very 
least greatly discourage the United States and cause other countries to put more 
pressure on us to negotiate on Hanoi's terms. 

But I am convinced that there is now a great opportunity not only to frustrate 
Hanoi's expectations, but to compound the enemy's m.ilitary defeat by also turning 
it to political and psychological advantage for the Government of Vietnam. Much 
depends on the promptness and effectiv.eness with which the Government of Vietnam 
acts to return the situation to normal, to set about the task of reconstruction and 
to care for the victims of the fighting. I have urged on Thieu that this is the 
psychological moment to assert aggressive, dynamic leadership, to mobilize 
and energize elements of the government, and to let the people know that he pro­
poses to push ahead with the programs he outl.ined in his State of the Nation message. 
I have stressed the importance of capitalizing speedily on the mood of anger and 
resentment at the Viet Cong t·reachery at Tet which is sweeping the nation. And I 
have urged on him the iinportance of keeping the people informed about the Govern­
ment of Vietnam's programs to help them; that through frequent brief appearances 
on radio and TV he should tell the people what is going on and seek their support. 

1 have also suggested to Thieu that other Cabinet members super:vising emergency 
activities should speak to the people about their programs and that notables in 
Vietnamese life should be involved in all these activities and should be encouraged 
to stimulate efforts by the population. I offered our assistance and participation 
on these information activities in any way that he thought useful, and left him with 
a memorandum of specific suggestions. 

I also suggested to Thieu yesterday he might want to consider broadening the base 
of his Government by associating with it in some way prominent and influential 
civilians such as Nguyen Luu Vien, Tran Van Huong, Mai Tho Truyen, Vo Long 
Trieu, Ha Thuc Ky, Tran Van Tuyen, Phan Quang Dan, Tr-an Van An, and others, 
Thieu said that perhaps s-u.ch individuals could be asked to serve as an advisory 
council to the ·government and that he was considering convening a congress of 
notables, something along the lines of the congress which had been convened in 1966 
to promote the movement for elections for a constituent assembly to draft the 
constitution. He also noted that Ky had gone on ~levision· on February 5 to L"'lform the 
people of the Government of Vietnam's :relief and recovery effort and that he himself 
will address a joint session of/both Houses of the Assembly on the mdrning of 
February 9. · · 
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Our pacification organization has turned itself into a relief operation for the time 
being. Bob Komer is managing U.S. support of the Government of Vietnarn1 s 
relief and recovery effort under Vice President Ky and has established a cornmand 
post in the palace with Ky. A small group of bottleneck-breakers and problem 
solvers are working there to pull together civil-military operations on both 
Government of Vietnam and American sides. One basic issue in getting recovery 
operations into full swing is still unresolved, those in charge of clea!"ing operations, 
General Vien, Military Governor Khang, Loan, Saigon Mayor Cua and others, are 
still insisting that tight security mea'sures such as_ curfews and checkpoints take 
precedence over relief. Ky and the Government of Vietnam fear a "second wave" 
assault on Saigon. Continued Viet Cong activity in the Cholon-Phu Tho area lend 
some credence to their fears. Operating under these restrictions, the emergency 
committee at the palace is making headway nevertheless. Curfew has been 
relaxed in Districts 1 and 2 and runs from 1700 to 0700. · Government offices 
and universities will be open; public utilities are operating 24 hours; buses will 
operate. In effect, except for primary and secondary schools, about everything 
will be normal during daylight. It is expected that the curfew will be relaxed 
tomorrow in District 4 and part of District 3. Twenty-seven rice distribution 
points were opened yesterday. Rice was sold at 20 piasters per kilo with two 
kilos, a five-day supply, allotted to each member of a family. Revolutionary 
Development cadre provided security, checked family rosters, talked to peop,1.e, 
and helped with distribution. In some areas, students chipped in to help the 
Revolutio~ary Development cadre. 

One sideline is of interest. The contracter who furnished 50 laborers for the 
Thu Due rice run showed up with a written contract asking for payment of laborers' 
wages only with no portion to himself. Instead, he said he was donating his share 
to the people of Saigon. 

The road situation is improving. The main routes into the city are in good condition. 
Route 4 to the Delta is now open to military convoys to as far as My Tho. The main · 
problem is to restore security sufficiently so that Army and police checkpoints 
can be opened to trucks and barges carrying food and produce to the city. When 
this is done, private enterprise will soon take care of food distribution. · 

Dr. Que and the Ministry of Social Welfare and Refugees, now pretty well accustomed 
to emergencies, are doing an excellent job under still difficult conditions. Mobile 
teams are working with. major concentrations of refugees in Saigon and surrounding 
urban areas. Two thousand five hundred Revolutionary Development cadre arrived 
in Saigon Monday by LST and two smaller boats from Vung Tau to assist in 
recovery operations and are reinforcing the Ministry. The Minister of Health and 
the Minister of Public Works and their respective ministries have also done 
excellent work. 

In the Fourth Corps, an emergency-recovery committee paralleling the National 
Committee, began functioning yesterday with U.S. representation. Today the 
committee intends to survey the three worst hit cities, Ben Tre, Vinh Long, and 
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My Tho. Throughout the Corps,. except in Go Cong and Vinh Binh, where they 
still hug the cities, the Viet Cong seem to be withdrawing to intermediate areas. 
Provincial reconnaissance units, broken down into ten-man teams, are attempting 
to follow Viet Cong units in order to direct air and artillery on them as they with- · 
draw. Ky visited Can Tho yesterday afternoon and explained recovery plans to 
Corps and provincial officials. 

The Third Corps Emergency Recovery Comm.ittee is in full operation and emer­
gency needs are being met. 

It is a little early to judge the reaction of the people to the efforts of the government. 
There have been a large number of expressions of willingness to chip in and help · 
and I think various labor and religious groups are heading in the right direction. 
At the same time, there is also some tendency to blame the government for failing 
to anticipate and prevent the attacks, and this may grow if vigorous action is not 
now taken. 

Criticism of the government 1s failure to provide adequate security was voiced in 
the Senate at its session on February 6, particularly by Dai Viet Senators 
Nguyen Van Ngai and Senator Pham Nam Sach. Yesterday the Senators were in a 
calmer and more constructive mood and there was no irresponsible criticism of 
the Government of Vietnam. The draft resolution approved unanimously by the 
43 Senators in attendance denounced the savage actions of the Viet Cong and its 
treachery in carrying out their preconceived attack during Tet; expresses its 
concern for the refugees and advocates that assistance and protection be a matter 
of priority; expresses_ its gratitude to the armed forces and all those participating 
in the defense of the nation; applauds the effective contributions of allied forces, 
especially the armed forces of the United States; ·and warmly welcomes the move­
ment of unity and cooperation between the people and the authorities for self defense. 
It urges public agencies to bring unity to fruition in order to continue to defeat 
the Communists and construct the nation; heighten the vigilance of the pecple, 
contribute financial and material resources to help the vi~tims of recent events; 
severely punish and prevent corrupt elements to take advantage of this situation; 
develop a movement of groups and people for armed self defense. 

Fortunately, both in the Senate and the Lower Hause, critics of the government 
are greatly outnumbered by members who are anxious to do whatever is necessary 

.to help the government in the present situation. These include such 11oppositionists 11 

as M...'CtS. Leader Ly Quy Chung who is busy spreading the word that the attacks 
were a great political defeat for the Com1nunists because the populace refused to 
help them. Also encouraging are strong statements of support from deputies such 
as Khieu Thien Ke whose latest speech at Danang on February 3 (rebroadcast 
several times since) is just the sort of thing that is need·ed. 

One of the most encouraging factors of the present situation is the degree of 
cooperation and better feeling which it has created be.tween President Thieu and 
Vice President Ky. These two have consistently ris'en above their pe.rsonal rivalry 

SECRET /NO,CJ;S 
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to do what is necessary for the nation. This was true during th e Buddhist 
"struggle" in 1966, in the Cabinet crisis of the same year, in their joint effort 
to persuade th~ military to accept the constitution just after the Guam Conference, 
and in the final decision to run together on one ticket for the sake of military 
unity. They are doing it again. I have mentioned previously that I believe they 
have been working together better than at any time since my arrival here last 
April. I think there is good reason to hope that this present experience will show 
them the way to work effectively together in the new constitutional framework in 
the future. At the moment, it is an important factor in the good beginning which 
has been made in turning the Tet attacks into a political as well as a military 
defeat for the Communists. 

B. Economic 

The economic situation in Saigon one week after the beginning of fighting presents 
us with some serious worries, but as yet these chiefly concern the future, and 
events have not yet gotten out of hand. Most Saigon families had large food stocks 
laid in for Tet, and markets would have been closed most of the week in any case. 
Therefore, there probably have been few really hungry people, at least among 
those whose homes have not been disrupted. 

The civilian economy of Saigon began to revive as early as Thursday and Friday 
of last week. Beginning with a few items sold at very high prfres, food markets 
started to operate without official sanction, and by Tuesday quite a large variety 
of fruit, vegetables, fish and meat, and miscellaneous foodstuffs became available 
in markets in secure parts of town. Prices range from around pre-Tet levels for 
a few staples evidently still in large supply, such as sugar, to roughly double 
pre-Tet prices for fresh meat and fish. In Cholon, where security is wo r se, 
prices are reported much higher and the population of Cholon may be on the 
threshhold of severe hardship. 

No figures · are available this week on the Saigon Retail Price Index or the Imported 
Commodity Index. 

C. Chieu Hoi 

Because of the emergency, latest figures are not available. 

--- eEGRET /'P~Of>i~ 
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Tlllll'n&J'. Fe~raary 8, 1968 
6:10 p. m. 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

A aote from Amll. Lodp. 

w. w. Roatow 

SJEGllJ;T-

WWRoatow:rlA 

DECLA SIHtD 
L O. 12356, Sec. 3.4\b~ 

'hire H~ Guicklin , r'cb, 24, Jc;~~ 
.~ ., " • N.'\..~A. 0 te (,,,'t2l,o/ ?-



TO: 

FROM: 

SEO!ffi'i' 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AMBASSADOR AT LARGE 

WASH INGTON 

February 8, 1968 

The President 

1. I have heard that my views on the 
desirability of holding Khe Sanh were 
recently discussed in your presence. 

2. So that there may be no mis­
understanding, I wish to state that I 
support the decision to hold Khe Sanh. 
For many reasons I consider it vital 
that it be held. 

DE~IFIED 

Authori~/ ,,4,btp, t4 3-'1 ~ 1 
By~ . NARA. Da~ e? -31 2.,,-



INJ"ORMA TION 

..OONnDENl'IAL 

Tlauaday. Fel:tnaary a. 1968 
5:25 p. m. 

Mr. PreaW.nt: 

Herewith Ho'• order of the tlay 
for the Tet offea•lve. 

I l>elleve Ile meaat e"Ntry word. 

w. w. B.oatow 

Sal1on 18562 

. GE>NPl&ENTIAL 

WWRoatow:rln 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12356 , Ser , .4(b} 
\~'h:it.e House Guidelir:r'.' . ·;·;;b. :? 4, 19:". '3 

gv~ . NA. :\ , !bl t,,-"'1('-z 2,, 
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER (Saigon, 18562) 

SUBJECT: COSVN Order for Tet Offensive 

The following is the combined documents exploitation center 
translation of a docQ.ment captured on February 3 in Tay Ninh Province. 
The document is a carbon copy of what appears to be the general order 
from COSVN to its military forces for the Tet offensive. 

Begin text: 

Headquarters, South Vietnam 
liberation Army 

Order of the Day 
of the Headquarters, 

All South Vietnam liberation Armed Forces 

Enclosure 
B 

To all cadre .and combatants, 

"Move Forward to Achieve Final Victory 11 

The Tet greeting of Chairman Ho is actually a combat order 
for our entire army and population. 

And in compliance with the attack order of the Presidium, Central 
Committee South Vietnam liberation Front, all cadre and combatants of all 
Sou.th Vietnam liberation Armed Forces should move forward to: 

Carry out direct attacks on all the Headquarters of the enemy, to 
disrupt the US Imperialists I will for aggression and to smash the Puppet 
Government and Puppet Army, the lackeys of the :US, Restore power to the 
people, completely liberate 14, 000, 000 people of South Vietnam. fulfill,our 
revolutionary task of establishing democracy throughout the country. 

C ONE!DFJ>lTI,AL 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O 12356. Sec. 3.~ 

DA Mer,(", Jan. 5. 1988 

B1rz1~ .• .,.... NA'.-~A. Date~ 
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This will be the greatest battle ever fought throughout the 
history of our country. It will bring forth world-wide change but will 
also require many sacrifices. It will decide the fate and the survival of 
our fatherland and will shake the world and cause the most bitter failure 
to the imperialist ringleaders. 

Our country has a history of four thousand years of fighting 
and defeating foreign aggression, particulariy glorious battles such as 
Bach Dang, Chi Lang, Dong-Da and Dien Bien Phu. We defeated the special 
war and are defeating the limited war of the Americans. We resolutely 
move forward to completely defeat the American aggressors in order to 
restore independence and liberty in our country. 

Dear Comrades, 

Our liberation armed units have had m~· achievements in the 
past. This will be a good opportunity for you to score more brilliant and 
heroic victories. Through this opportunity, you will be able to make maximum 
use of your abilities, demonstrate your devotion to the revolution and your 

. unsubdued will to get even for what has been done to our country and b~ighten 
our beloved country. 

In the name of our fatherland 1 s independence and liberty, 
Headquarters of all South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces orders every 
cadre. and combatant to: 

1. Move forward aggressively to carry out decisive and repeated 
attacks in order to annihilate as many American, Satellite and Puppet troops 
as possible in conjunction with political struggles and military proselyting 
activities. Each cadre and combatant must be doggedly determined to accomplish 
their combat mission. Each local area must also accomplish its assigned 
mission. 

2. Display to the utmost your revolutionary heroism by surmounting 
all hardships and difficulties and making sacrifices so as to be able to fight 
continually and aggressively. Be prepared to smash all enemy counter attacks 
and maintain your revolutionary standpoint under all circumstances. Be resolute­
in achieving continuous victories and secure the final victory at all costs. 

CCNVIDEM'f'If .. L• 
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3. Cor~ectly comply with all combat discipline and the Front 
policies. Strive to assist and protect the people and motivate them to 
complywith the Front policies. 

It is evident that the .American aggressors are losing. 

The call for assault to achieve independence ·and liberty has 
sounded. 

The Truong Son and the Mekong river are moving. 

You, comrades should act as heroes of Vietnam and with the 
spirit and pride of combatants of the Llberation Army. 

The final victory will be with us. 

- DcLy - Month 1968 

1 Instruction: This enclosure B wili be read to every cadre c!,Ild combatant" 
prior to departure for attack. 

. i 
! 

· Comment: JUSPAO is processing this document for release February ·a or 9 . 

GO?lFIDRNTIAL 



ACTION 

nuareday, Feltnary 8, 1968 -- 5:15 p. m. 

Mr. Pre■W.at: (ria Georp Chrl■tlaa) 

I haYe 'beea a■k•• to appear oa ISSUES AND ANSWERS oa Felt. 18. 

U ycna thlak lt W01lld 1M ueful. I wW KHpt. 

W. W. Jlo■tow 

Acc. __ _ 
a.,nt __ _ 
can _ _ _ 

WWRo■tow:rln 

fj 



Thureday - Fe1-rurr 8, 1968 ~ ~ ; 3--0 f' /17 

MEMOB.ANDUM FOR THE PllJ:SlD£NT 

SUBJECT: ltepol1ed JayltaUoD to Pr••1deat Co•ta e SU.a 

Bra•1llaa Depatr l\almoado PadUba , Chaumaa ol tlw Forel&• 
AUalr• Cmnmltta9, who was bathe U11lted State• recently 
with the Parllameatarlan Cemml••loa. told the pr••• oa hb 
ret1&ra to lUo lbat pa had lnvlhd Pre•ldeat Coata e Sll-n. to 
the United State• to diec1aa ■ ml&tllal pi-at.lema. 

ID npordq th.la, Am'-.•aaclor Tl&thlll ••k• whether you ex­
tended auch an IAvUaUoa. What aaa-..ver ahoulc:l I glve'! 

l extended lavltallon 

1 did Dot exteDd la• 
vltatloa 

Call me 

w. W. Roatow 

• -

'1) 



lNFORMAnON 

SfJGB.ET /8:EHSlff'YZ , 

TIIU'HAJ', Feltr.ary I. 1968 
2:20 p.m. 

Mr. Preahleat: 

Tiu• RomaalaA report &am CIA la 
lntere•tlac la three re-,.cte. 

L It ■tatea botll tbe So-riet Ualoa uMl 
Conumaalst Cbma are preftatlat Haaol frGff1 
•1otlatlq peace. 

L It lmplle• that tu Romaalaa baa 
"cCNllter•propeeal• &om HwL " 

S. It lmpllee tJaat Haaol la fact wl■JM■ to 
.ae1ot1ate an•• to tile war. 

EC .,A~SlFIED 
E.O. 12 : 3, Sec. 3.6 
NL. 76 -117 

w. w. a .. tow By ~ , A Date 8 -/'1-7~ 

SECR.ETlSfi!NSITIYE 

WWRo■tow:rlA 
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THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 

SA ITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 . 
NLJ q '-~ ~Dt> 7 Fcbru~y 1<)68 

By ~ , NARADate 7-lt>-98 

lE ~·:ORANDUM FOR: T".ne r.crcta.ry of St~tc 
The ~ccr ·tary of Defe:ac 
ll=. WD.lt Rostov,~ 

Sp~cial As · iet;;.nt to the PTeoic::mt· 

· SUSJECT: Rurr..&:li~ Ef£orts to Mediate 1:Lc:, 
Vie~mese Wax 

.... · ·- - -------· --. ,..:..· ... 

l. I 

_ · 2. Several u."l.ofiicia.l Ru.-nanian. delegations. ~ispatched to 
... Hanoi in the l:i.at half o! 1967 for the purpo:.e of mediating the Vieti.am 

~--: .. > conilict established that the North Vietnamese wanted an end to tb.e 
. ; ·:: _- ': , t war bu: that the pressure a e:t.eried on them by the Soviet Unicn and 

· · · ·.· ·· ·. China prevented tAem from ac~-ig indcpendl!ntly. Although the 
. ~ . ·. ~- <: >· pr~ssure3 and intcr~:.ts o! the 3ovietz are di!ferent from. those cf 

· . the Chi:.ie !le. bq~ -~~~~;~_!~e~'>~:-D~,tl~~:1:lf ·~ir:tiam. 
· · i;.t~~~nuing. ~e .cc.mllct.;::. -._ >'!_,~ · . ._· . . · 

3. The Rnmanjan Communist Party leadership continues to 
r."lainttin its position of oupporting North Vi~tnam and the Nailor.al 
L · ()r .. tion Front and of (?xtencing material help to thel'.:l. in the 
c;u-rc::it conflict. The Rw::mm.ian delegations hz.ve tried, howe~,1cr, 
to convince the Hano government that the continuation ol. the co:i...~ct 
i& o~y in the interedt!J oi .:>th~rs and in no '711.Y in the inter20t oi t!ie 
Viet:oa.mese people. Rumanian o!ficials point~d o-ct to the Vio~'"' mese 
lescisrship that Hanoi'a mai:i objective sho\'\J.d be the ces a.tion ci the 
b.o~biD,l of North Vietnam rather tha:l an effort to obtain evorythinu 
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1. T".11e !tur-~~a.r~ian Puty lead61",:::hip, · aware :lf the Nor~ 
Vi~tnameze dot.ire fol" an end to t:l.e· con.ilict. decitl~d to u.."1.dc::talr.e 
some .:?.Ction ,vhich would ;.:e ir.e.t:n.-ne:ltai ia atDppuag th~ bombing. 
oi Ncl'th Vietna:r:'l and o! starting ncgotiationa. If .ncptiatiau·~ 
p}.:v::.-e, H~::i.oi WOLltcl c,pr.us ih dsire for Americ• C01115fe.~•­
for tile deinage done to Wort1 Vte-C-am ill older to«-&~ tic 
cowa.t.-ry, 'Nicolae Caau.•eacu. i• ~anaelf,- le3.ding theoe attempts 
at "'ecliatioa, ud •"e~ FO~.u~ible '"-lill be tl.one by the R'u ... --nardan 
•14.e-to persuade the Ui-.ited States to stop the bon".bing and to con.•· 
,nnce the No.th Vietnaa;ese that t!1~y 3hocld acc~pt negotistion.:;. 

5.. ~Dr Gu. ,--,os~ Gheo~ghe }v~ac.:;,ve.;cu, Fil"tst Do2-ut-; 
Mi.mater of 1:'oreien Allair1, travelled to VTashl.:igton in Ja:r..ua~y '!.9l~­
aacl :retvra.d ".vith propoeals re:;a!:'detl by the R-u::.-:.a.."li.m ?~1·ty foa.da=­
.»tif u ~nco'.ll'agin6• kecc.V&S~\i. w:::.:;; then .. g:cz.t tc lta■~ -aad 1le.·. 
may &oon ~avel ap;a te V,~shhlJt~n; with_pr.opcsals c:;.nd c:oumtu­
proposela ttOft'\ HeaoL 

6_ I 

.'·. · : .. . .. 

.: . . -: . 

.'l.sZ Riclfara· Herms 

Ri.c.h~cl !~elr;.~s 
Dh•cctor · 

-
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INJ'OllM.A noN 

Tlllll"N&J, Febnuy a. 1968 
2:15 p.m. 

Mr. Pn■ld4111t: 

Herewith O.a. Weebnorelaad 
explalu wllJ u llell•Ye• the eaem.y 
cuaalty .fls••• are accurate. 

W. W. B.o■tow 

mac 01754 

SECRET 

WW.Roatow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O . 12356, Sec. 3.4(11) 

'jJ, 

White House Gwdclines, Feb. 24. i9~ . .! 
~ 1---3;4 /" Bv~ , NARA. Datt--- <-
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• • • • • .... 

FM Gt~ERAL WHEELER, CJCS, WASH DC 
I NFO .iR HE L:1S, CIA 
~R RUSK, STATE DEPT, WASH DC 

?. ROST ' '.:J , \!!H ITE HOUSE . WASH oc· 
GEN JO H~S ~, CSA, WA SH DC 
GE N ~CC ON "ELL, CSAF, WASH DC 
W:)! , 100i{ER, CNO, WASH DC 
ZEN/GE 1 Cl-iA ?11A ·~, CMC , WASH DC 
0 0723502 ZYH ZFF3 
F¥ GEN ,4c-sr;viosfl'AND 

'IO GE WHE ELER CJCS 
AV~ 3HA~P CI CPAC 
z: :11 
5 E 6 R E =T- i'lAC 01754 EYES ONLY 

REC EIVED 
WHCA 

1968 FtB 8 17 17 

:- . DECL~SIFIEI) 
Authority N LJ Jc. ·as . , _-

'.$y · · ~ . ,-NARS, I)a~ ·-1-·~s---g~ 

1. TH2: ri1Gn ENE!'lY CASUALTY FIGURES.,HA.VE 
CAVSEn A GOOD DEAL 0~ CONSTERNATION our HERE too. I TOO 
HAD SO~E DOUBTS ABOUT THE J. AT FIRST, BUT AS THE FACTS OF TH~ 
GE ~ER AL SITUATION AND INDIVIDUAL ACTIO 'S COME IN,tTHE KIA 
FIGURES LOOK REASO NABLE. THE ENEMY COMM ITTEO VIRTUALD' EVERY 
VC U iT I N THE COUNTRY REGARDLESS OF COMBAT EFFECT !VENESS 
AND REGARDLESS OF NORMAL AREA OF OPERATIONS. ~HEY WERt COMMITT!D 
WITH orr O?.-DIE ORDERS, FOR BIDDEN TO RETREAT, AND WITH NO 
W1THHDRAIJAL OR -·RALLYHJG PLANS. THE ENEMY ATTACKS MIGHT BE 
DESCRIBED AS A COUNTRY-WlDE SERIC:S o'r "LOC NINHS". THE VERY 

HI~H CASUALTIES ARS NOT STRANGE IN THIS LIGHT. 
2. ·· :: CA 'NOT, OF COURSE, PROVIDE A VERY PRECISE 

S~:AKDC' 1' SF CAS UAL! !ES BY TYPE OF ENEMY FORCE. IT APPEARS 
: o•,t TnAT 3Y FAR THE BULK OF THE ENEMY DEAD ARE FROM VC MAIN 
~·.D LOCA L FOR CE:3 OR NVA TROOPS CO MM ITTED IN I AND II crz•s. 
: v I )E: :·c.:: TO DATE DOES NOT I NDI CATE THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF 
SUE~RI LLAS WERE USED. WE HAVE INFOR MATIO 1 OF MA 1Y NEW AND 
v:RY YO~ ~G R~CRU IIS IN THE CO MM ITTED FORCES, BUT NO ~EPOR T 
TH~S FAR OF A POW ~HO IS A GUERRILLA. I DO NOT DOU BTITHAT 
SG ~E 07 THE :tE 1YtCASUALTIES WERE GUERRILLAS, PORTER S, An 
SwCn, aur THE P£RC~NTAG~ WILL PRO BABLY BE SMALL. 

3 . THE E~E MY OBV IOUSLY BAN KEDSHEAVILY ON SURPR ISE I N 
~IS ~~T OF1E~SI VE. THIS MAY ACCOUNT FOR MIJIMAL 
PA?\-I C:PAT IO ·J BY GUERRILLAS. HE MA·y t~OT HAVE WISHED TO 
u I.:. s:: :-; .:. i· !.-:: ?LA JS AS oROAuLY AS LA RGE SCAL E PREPAR ATIO N OF 
G'' _ .. , ... lL:..il ::"O;t CC: S A ND PC1H E. S WOU LD REQUIRE. 

4. YOUR JCS 01463 FEB 63 0 1 ?OSSI BLE USE OF NN f', IR IN 
0;1iZ ·(\ :; Br.:E:. RECE.1vr:o. 
UI-'·~ 
~~o t'JTf:1 OL: LIVER DURING DUTY HOURS evr,, rno O i'f!L~, , ;:. 
,;.,. .... "" - •• ,;,; . i · --~ ,_, ,, -~J•--; •.: ,~ ...... . . _.:,;_ .. .. :....:...:.:!..!· ~ · 



INFO.It.MA noN 

5:ECAET 

Tkv■uy, Feltnar, 8, 1968 
Z:05 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•hleat: 

1 belle" JOll will wt■a to re .. the 
nil te.t ol tbl• carefal am eomewll&t 
mnJaoaa acccnmt of Commaalet pr•­
pantlell• for the attack on. Kile Saab. 

l recommead that Y°" aek 
Clea. Wbeelel' for a JCS a•n••meat ol 
lta accuacy aacl lmpllcatloaa. 

w. w. Jtoatow DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 . 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J CJt-t 'i'i 

l■ettBT By ~ , NARA Date ,P--lt-1g-' 

Cy 3, SC No. 01244/68 
latelligeace Memoraaclam "Coaatructioa &Jld Loal•tlc Actlvitle a in the 
Khe Sao Area. " 

WWR.oatow:rln 



lNl'OltMA TION 

TOPBCKEr1 

Tll111'N&J, Fet.raary 8, 1968 
2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith a ■wpplemeatary from 
OeL Wheeler on Kile Saab. 

TOP SEGllJ£T 

WWRoetow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O . 12356, Sec. 3 .4 (1,) 

Whit.e House Gu.id~. Feb. 2-< . 1,i:-3 

fk~ , NARA. Date • .i.:;3L-t J... 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 

CM-2972-68 
8 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: .Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

You ha.ve received General Westrnoreland's fourth report on 
the Khe Sanh area, covering the period through 11:00 PM EST, 
7 February 1968. I have received additional information from 
General Westmoreland and Admiral Sharp which is reported in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland informed me that he has issued 
instructions to General Weyand (Commanding General, II Field 
Force . ) to arrange for a US unit to be brought into the race 
track area of Saigon. This will release Vietnamese troops to 
put more pressure on enemy elements in the city. Although 

-General Westmoreland is reluctant to take this step, he feels that 
it is essential to push ARVN to greater action to clean up Saigon. 
Additionally, as I told you yesterday, he plans to move a battalion 
of the 101st Airborne Division to Hue/Phu Bai. Also, a Vietnamese 
Marine Battalion will be moved to Hue/Phu Bai to replace one of the 
depleted Vietnamese airborne battalions in that area. He indicates 
that he may follow these deployments with two more Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions into that area. 

You may be interested to know that, yesterday, as a result of 
an ambush of an enemy party by US forces west of Saigon, a North 
Vietnamese passport containing a Cambod.ian visa, stamped Phnom 
Penh, and a baggage claim check from Phnom Pe~h •. we.re taken !rom. 
one of the bodies. The party had a sophisticated radio, believed to be 
single sideband. It was reported that this appeared to be a most 
important group. 

EC 1F1ED 

'-- _·Au~ ·ry fr4-4;oA- #--.3-Z? 
· By-#-/4;j., NARA, Datc,$ :3'-9 ~ 

ey: ( of--Cop_ies 

"·"""~!-'"""4'""-·""''-: --..,;· ' . . . , .• 
;.• ,' 

• 4 ; • 
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Regarding the North Vietnamese air threat, Admiral Sharp 
has assured me that all concerned have been watching this activity 
closely and that all forces have been alerted to this potential 
threat. In this regard, air strikes are being conducted daily at 
Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields to preclude their being used as 
forward staging bases for MIG operations. These airfields are 
being seeded with 500 pound bombs with influence fuzes (Mark 36s) 
as necessary to harass and disrupt repair operations. Additionally, 
fighter cover is being provided for B-52s: operating in the DMZ and 
Mu Gia Pass areas. A full report on the air threat will be provided 
separately as- requested by you. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

'i .. 



ACTION 

SECU.T 

TluaraclaJ, J'ebrwary a. 1968 
1:55 p.m. 

Mr. Pna.kleat: 

Here are tlae 8 qu•tUIIUI that Clea. Taylor 
ha• Mt om .u the baala for the dlaeu■lea ,­
waat Ol'IAl■•• today. 

You m&J wlall to Ht a time ________ : 
bldlcate tboae yoa wl■Ja to attaM tile dlacua._: 

W. W. l\o■tow 

..SIJGllBT 

WWRo•tow:rlD 

DECLASSlfIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

White H~ ~ . Feb. 24, 1983 Bv4, NARA, Date / -d/f"?-



February 8• 1968 

Questions Related to the Nili!:!27 SitUlltion in Vit,t-Nan 

1. Wbut a.--e tha problea confronting Oenenl Weetmorel3nd it the ene:o:, 
eontilmes the attacka on the c1t1oa am, at tbe sar:w tim, opom, up one or aore 
border tronta (e.g., JCbe Sarm, DMZ, Darl.Ac-Iontm)? 

a. \-4bat· mobile r&SOl'Ye forces does Westmoreland have to tteet those 
tron\1er ittacl<a? Can be eustain them concurrent,ly 1n action? In part1culu, 
v11l be have enough airlift to eupport am suppq all o~ the actiens? 

b. With respec:\ to Kho Sanh, vhat ld.11 be the 151lppl,- p:roblen it the 
a1ntrlp Ia kept UD:ler artillel')' am roclmt. tin? 

2. 11.n haw the llhrines organized Kha SaM tor de!'enae? How many days 
of auppl.7, particularly aaunition, are in \he perllze'tor? Are tmse suppllu 
protected tr0II eneay 1'11'8? 

J. ~., 1s vea.tbPJr UJcaly to ett~ the action along the bordei-? "1hen 
does 1t favor ua, •12 tba enall7'l 

4. Wba\ 19 the •MIIIY' air capability it he elect.a to tt"Je hi.a IL-28•e• 
IUO' a an:! AN-21 s 1n South Viat.-Naa or attaimrt U.S. naval targeta? Are thore 
ar;r other surprise napons '4th 'Ub1oh we should bo concerne.1? 

S. If ue dec1.do4 '° eend additioMl. forces to Vi.et-Naa, wtst ones ars 
nail.able? ~ soon could they bo deployed and become operational in South 
Viet-Hall? What wuld be tbs effect on our atrat.gio read, noaB world-wide? 

6. In cue or an aftirmti.,e decision to reinrorce, what actions ahould 
be taken vitb regard to extention ot tours and tel"'l!llJ ot service• call--ap ot 
nnniats, and req'08sta ot Congrua? Should wa reconsider thlt queBtion ot a 
declaration o~ ViU'? 

7. Vhat vou1d be tm damoati.c and 1ntematioml impact ot the fol'8goiec 
ac\iom? 

8. Ill tm ligh\ or tb8 .foregoing considonitions and our estuato ot the 
pl"Obabla couree at eT¢a dun~ the Dex\ rev aomhs. are ve eatiftt'1ed with 
the Jll1Uta17 resources pnisfflt~ available in Soutbea:rt bia or ebould w uko 
a drasUc efton ,o zuab additional torcea \o the area? 

SECffF'l' 



Mil. P JlESIDENT: 

Tlmruay • Feb. 8, 1968 
11:15 .... 

Bob CMseharp m ... aYallaW. to me tlll• 
naff rnemondlMkun of 0.•ral DaPay•e 
beaftlll oa tJae .-•at. .. yoa rat .. d with me 
till• menial• aad wldda I am dlacu .... with 
Ciea. W.eler. Toa may wl■ll to read It. 

ttOI' SECJtET attacllmeat 
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THE JOINT CHil:f-S OF STAFF 
· WASH1NC,ON, 0,C, 2030i 

OFFIC~ OF THE SPECIA~ ASSISTANT FOR 
COUNTERINSURGENCY AND SPECIAL ACTIViT~ES 

7 February 1960 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

Throµgh: Director, Joint Staff 

" Subject: The Meaning of the Communist Offensive 
in Vietnam 

1. There is much specula~ion concerning the purpose 
and the strategy behind the current enemy offensive ir. 
Vietnam. Captured documents, prisoner statements and Hanoi 
announcements seem to speak rather clearly on this point. 

2. The enemy says that he wants a coalition government 
and an end to the war. He wants the coalition govern~ent 
to be under the leadership of the NLF. 

3, The enemy has said that the Thieu/Ky clique have 
never been, and can never be, a government. Therefo~e, the 
coalition he has in mind is obviously not between the ~LF 
and the GVN. He seems to visualize a coalition bet•.-:eer. 
the NLF and' other "patriotic" elements in South Vietnam. 
He no doubt has .in mind the militant Buddhists, the studer.ts, 
the intellectuals and so much of the population as ~e ~ay 
be able to scrape together under the s .o-called Alliance o~ 
National and Peace Forces Committees. 

4. His main problem is that the GVN and its Ar~y star.d 
in his way and are not only unacceptable to him but are 
also· implacable and irreconcilable enemies. 

5, Thus, if he is to end the war by establishing a 
coalition which then sues for peace and for American with­
drawal he must destroy the GVN. In order to destroy the 
GVN he must elthe~ achieve a popular uprising against it 
or wear it down quickly, particularly its army, until it has 
lost . confidence in itself, apd the people in it. 

't-;---···· -·. . 
I t • . : . • • 

. ..... 

' 
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6. lie has sent his VC main, local arid guer-rilla fo:::-ce.;; 
against the structure of the government at every leve~ 
simultaneously. He has told his combat units to p~r~evere 
in their attacks and they may or may not be able to do so. 
In the meanwhile, he has held off his North Vietna~ese to~ces 
with minor exceptions ( 20 percent) to keep U.S. forces 
dispersed or engaged. He must believe that his VC forces 
with some NVA gap fillers have the capability of gr~ndi~g 
down the RVNAF and destroying the governmental ~echan~sw. 

7, By the most optimistic estimate the VC have lo~t 
about 20,000 out of 140,000 armed men. Another 75,000 
irregulars which recently were written out of the order c~ 
battle may be" available to him as reserves and replace:rr.er.ts. 

8. If he is able to do exactly what he says he will c.o 
we · can -expect that this first phase of attacks will conti~ue 
(perhaps with ups and downs in intensity) for as long as it 
.takes to enervate the government and the R~AF. Signs of 
enervation are now emerging in the I Corps area near Hue. 
If U.S. forces seem to be upsetting these plans. in a 
decisive way he can intensify his squeeze at Khe Sar.h aLJd 
commit 9 North Vietnamese Divisions which are not r.cw 
heavily committed and in some cases not com.mi~ted at all. 

9, Within the next few days and in order to draw off U.S. 
force.s so that his attrition battle can go on against the 
government, we should expect ~o see increased NVA act~on 
at Gio Linh,- Conthien., Khe Sanh, Dak To, i(ontum, Danang, 
Tam Ky /Chu Lai/Quang Nga.i ( or all three) , Tuy 'Hoa ar.d 
Nha Trang and somewhere north of Saigon by· the 7th ~VA 
Division. 

10. The critical areas to be watched cont·inue to be: 

a. Effectiveness of. th·e RVNAF. 

b. The state of provinces and districts and tbe 
autonomous cities - i.e. the GVN. 

c. Reaction of the people. 

11. The enemy says February is the key month ar.d a 
coalition would come about during TET. He talks of 

1negotiations and the war being over- in the first half of 
-1968 and about his soldiers being home by August. · 

2 
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12. ne cannot mace a climactic etfort 01 thi~ k:n~ 
on a repeated asis. ne cannot send un ts in to stay - ~d 
die nless he has a ";imetab.e. It see s that he ~ ;, -:.:. c:-,: :-1 ·· 
a his ch ps into the mid le of the tab le. Ours are: ~:.t:re 
also. It is not credible to think in ter~s of a pea~ o~ 
effort followed by subsidence and a ret rn to the stuv~s ~~o 
ante. Vietnam will never be the san.e again. 

13, General We&tmoreland must: 

a. Hold oft the NVA, 

b. Protect the GVN nu most or all lev l~ . 

c. Keep'~RVN intact. 

14. ay March or April the, issue will be decided. Ge.e~al 
Westmoreland could use some more troops. 

. ' ,. 

, .. 
. ' .... 

. . ~ . 
·: ' ►, • . , . .. . 

. ' . 
•~ • • " l 

... 

-~~~-
. W. E :-rrePUY ~ -

Maj or Gene~al, USA · . 
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INFOl\MA TION , ~ fa 
511 

Mil. PllESIDENT: 

Tlnu-auy. Fe\,~ I, 1968 
10-:30 a. m. 

You uked yeaterday whea did yoa decide to accept Bunker•• and 
Weaty'■ recommeadatloa that tbe Tet tnce 'be cancelled la I eorp. 
and that then be ao bembla1 halt ■O\lth of Vlah. 

The m••••P wa■ received hen at 9:05 a. m., Wedaeaclay, Jumary 24. 
It wa.■ couldered by State UM1 Defeue d\11"la1 the day. I laformed 
you that Secretarl•• hak aad McNamara. a• well•• the JCS, ■upported 
tile recommeadatloa aometlme early la the eTealq ol Jaauary 24. 
Wa■ht.a&ton'• coacurrence la tbe recommeadatloawa■ &patched at 
8:09 p. m., 1umary 24, after I laformed State of yoal' concurrence. 

laduatally, I recall that whea I made the propoaal to yoa, your 
reaponse wa■ aot cmly lutaataMoua, but you. ■aid aomew., like: 
ttt•m ready to caacel the whole tbla1 . .. 

The relevaat cable• are attacbed, laclwlla1 .Bunker•• and Wesly' ■ 
&ppl"oach to Tlde11,. _and the announced caacellatlon wblcb wu held 
plU'pONly '1Dtll January 29 ■o that the ••my would not be_ alerted to 
our chap la poatare. 

W. W. Jloatow 

TOP &CltET attachmeata 
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DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
DRtFTiD B¥1 ,~ W? auNDl 
A0 PROVED dY THE ifCR~TARY 
S/AH GOV nA~RIM4N 
000 SECRETAKY "CNA~AqA 
~HiTE :HOUSE MR SMIT~ · 
sis MR READ 

0 251199. JAN 61 ZFF~ 

NL,J 96-J;1.f>7 
By./4:-?::: , NARA Date 6-t;>.-9.7 

· rN SECS - ATE WAS~OC 
TO A"i~SASSY iAlGON JMNEOl4TE 572f 
INFO CINCPAC . . 
000 • 

~X"JS 

S!A TE-1 1· ~ "; £;NSE. MESSAGE 

~£; I •~ •. ! ii~:· ill685 j , . 

SUBJ£Cl1 T~~ CE~SEFI~E . - - . . 

. h we CONCUR. Wl7U GENERAL lffRUST Of 'iOUR · l\esSAGE AND 8El re\ie 
: 'IOU .sl-lOOlD ,AKE UP "ATTEB. W'lTii THtE"U .-LoAIG ~OLLOWtMG LtNEs: 

;, . 

· NOT TO BE REPRODUCED 
1:0~ ,ci; c 1~ 1w1rHour THE AUTHORIZA 1·:oN 

OF THE EXECUT!'iE SECRET RY 

.1-'i-



1 Departnze_nt of State 

.J. I 

~AGE ia STAT£ ~~,2i5 

,.,. :u~ ... !1..)-:"Ai-<Y V!F.w (AMPL.F)c.D AS YOU -sE.~(F,':t~LTS 'iHAT 
TE"!" CC:;..s£= ! RE SHOULD NQ~_ A;:,?_l. 't ! N ! ST CoR~·$.,:.t.rHf;,,,, 

. ' - 1 
B c: 2 I "IL • .., "\.L" J1 ·-'IE a E\..'i t. Vt. ! T W, ~i.:' ·BE NE.CESS ARV {j.{j · CONTI NU~. 
dO~ ~ !~i AiA:N~T S0°PtV NOJTlS· lN NV~ SOUTH .OF V;NH ~O 
~EET 7HE!~ OSV!OU~ REL£VANC~ TO EXfSTING MtLITAR~ SITU~TION . ' .. . . . 

:~ ~r ~T~ERN AR~AS pF sv~-

c;;; -:.;:,r:.:.ALl,.Y, -iE:8:::LrEVE ~!TIJA7I0N C\,~( ~·~ST BE nANOLEO 
a~ F ~ ·'-~~ -·d NG NO'W r-c,R P'1NOUNCE:.~!!:.NT Cr THESE EXC~P; I CNS :o ·~E 

· CEiS£~I R~ APPKOXINAT~~y TWELVE.HOURS 9EFORE THE TRUCE G~ES 
! N:O ~~-:-:.c-:- • SUCH D.t:L A':' WCU\.D. ?ERM IT VS iO EX?LA.I t-1 OUR ACT I uN 
4N L :..ir.:· t:F' .TH;:· THE:~! E.XISTI 1»$ ').:A~TICAL SITU~TION .t-N.O ALSO "WOULD 
! \t P~ASE ~ANO:•s OifrlCULTi ~S : ~ ATT2MPTING TO MAKE RA?lO . 
A~J!..)=i'MEN-S IN 7,HSIR _PRi.~,(!Oi,,S ·F;,,,A ,IJS. . 

. . 

2, ! ;::- YOU CONCUR, YOU A~E''~U-[ ·...; ~1.i=l! ze-.o TO P~!,CEED . ALONG - "':'·~l::SE 
L:NES AT ONCE w!T~~wIEU ANC ~EPORT• MORE EXACT MILITA~ Y 
:Ns~~uc·1b~s W!LL BE WO~Kt~ ·our THROUGH MILITARY CHANN~L~-~ 
1-lE ;_ ··. AVE 1_7 re 7Hil;U· wHEiHER rlE C'£:.-~t-S HE SHOULD COORDINA:E ;i !TH 

PA~£ 3 R..; EH C. rf.-~°"2 'l ~ ·. l ~/ R i & € 'l C , . · . • 
OTHER T~QO?"CO~TRJeuiiNG ~ATICNS~ BUT OUR ~UGGESTION.WOULO ~E 
T.i1i".' T~:~ BE DONE jt~.S7 -~_R,OR JO THE P.1.. ·AN_fjE:D ANNOUNCEMEN"'.' 0 

3,; I~-. v~~ ·" OF lNTER-N.t.,•I:.lNAL I ;'>1!e:Ri!ST1 ~e )3ELIEVE THAT TEXT 
OF ·.A:•1r-. 0 :..: · :-F.MENT SHOULD eE Aij"_£Eo· vF.oN IN 1-0VANCE &"ETWE~N SAIGON 
ANO ~. •._:::: ... ! ·"·:;;·oN • 

GP-3 ,wsK. 

NOT TO :'E REPM,~DUCED 

WITHOUT p·:: UTHOl:iZ; T'ON 

OFT ''!:" .:C -~vr:. . ET 'Y 
,- !;.J. ' 

~: 



Depar.tment of S~.,Jte 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I t-~t> 7 · 

Dy ~ , NARA Date t.-1~Jj 7· · 

-·-----·-·-------·--· 
0 ~512~~z ~AN b~ ?F~•i 
FM ~MEMBASSV SAIGON . 
,o SECS~ATE ~AS~~= :M~EDIATE s10a 

EXDIS 

REf, STATE 10~213, S4iGON 16351 

SU6JE"!".i, TET CE.AS :. F'liiE 

f• GNER4L WESTHO~ELANO 4NO I SAW THIE~ THI~ EVENING~ 
EX?~AINtO IN DETAIL TH~ SERIOUS SITUATION OEVEL~PING IN I 
CC~PS ANO PROPOSEC iHAT ~E PROC~£D ~LCNG LI~ES ~£~TIO~ED 
VOuR 11~215• T~IeU AGRE~O THAT CEASE Fl~E SNOULD NOT A?P~Y 
JN r CORPS A~EA A~C N!iH O~R PROPOSAL TO CCNTINUE BOMBING 
AGA:~ST SUP?LY ROUTES IN NVN SOUT~ OF VINHa 

.. 2• HE SUGGEilEO, ;No ~r AGREED, THAT APPRQP~tATE P~OCEciUF~ 
wou .. ; BE· ·TO REQUE~'!' A!'IIEA;s,.:,oRs OF' TROOP CCNi~IS.U"i:NG 

PAGE 2 RUM~IR 16917 ;.e, 9 E & RE T 
CO~NTRifS T~E NIGHT OF ~&TH TO MEET TOGET~ER "C:NtNG OF Z9TH 
ANO EXPLAIN TO THF.~ REASONS FCR PROPOSED ACTiON ANO THAT 
AN~O~NCEME~T ShOUUL aE MA~E AT NOON 2!TH• WE ~?LL SENC 

.:)NAFT OF S'-'G3EST£0. ANNCUNC-£r,ENT . T0"10R!cOW f'~ORN'ING• 
BUNKER . 

NOT TO.SE REPRODUCED 

19,ftf;~s,-.Jt;E\T'R { AUTHORIZATION 

OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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JOINT EHBASS~/f1ACV ~~~ss~G~ 

~UBJ~ · TET CtASFlRE 

.... . . .,,,. ,, ' 

92 0 

-· -- --

I 

l• TH~ ' CURR~MT-~tLi~AR' -s1iu~yJON iN 'QtiANG T~i PRQVINCE A~D 
fHE ADJOINING O"Z - ANO LAOS . AREAS: RAISES•THE QUESTION IN . 
GEN~RAL WESTN0RELAN0 1 S: ANO Ny MINDS. OF THE:.Ft:ASIBJLITY 
o~ ·oeSERylNG -A ' TET ' CEASFIRE ·IN "THAT GENERAL AREA•1l~ ,OUR 
VIEW-· THE OVERT AND · HASS IVE INVASi0N OF' -S0UTH.VtETNA.H 

. · IN ~TRENGTH _ BY FRESH, .. WEL~~ARHED· .AND WEL~•.E0Ul~PED 
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NORTH VlETNAHESE · RE0ULARS· HAKES ~T 'CLEARLY UNDESIRABLE FOR . - . . .,. . . 
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US TO · BE ·A·PARTY 'TO A·TRUCE tN· QUANG· TRI, iM~ DMZ, AND IN 
~T L~A$T ·PA~T ciF' ~NV~ Ai THiS 'TI~~- THE ·L~T£STE 'EXAMPLE 
OF THEIR AGGRESStV£ INTENTIONS IS THE OVERRUNNING TODAY OF 
T-HE FAR POST AT BAN-. H0UE I s·ANE ON HIGHWAY ; . j N LAOS 
WEST OF KME SANHw 
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2• BY HIS AcCELE~ATED AGGRESfio~ 1N SQUTHEisT LAOS · ~~D 
.~RTHWEST RVN THE ENEHY HAS NUL~IFi£D COMPLETELY ANY 
PEACtFUL POTENTIA( · TH~T · MAY ~AVE ATTENDED i TRUCE IN ' THAT 
AREA AT TET, ONCE AGAIN CLARiF'YlNG HANOI'S REPEATEDLY 
ST A TEO ANO OEMO~STRATEO OBJECT I YES · WI TH RES~ECT 'TO · SOUT I-' 
VIET · NAM. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH PAST ' HOL'IDAY CEASE .. F'IRES 
GI YES - US L.I TTL£ REASON TO· PRESUME THAT ' NVN F'QRCES i NTEND TO 
OBSERVE THE CEASE-~IRE~ THEMSE~VES ON iHIS octASION W~ERE 
IT .s:. ,oT To· THEIR ADVANTAGE ·. ·rHE PRESENT · cOMMUNIST posi"uRE 
A~ONG~.THE DMZ AND 1 N QUANG TR i PROVINCE , RE OVES · ANY . DO UBT 
AS .TO- THjS. AT THE SAME TIME, I.T IS CLEAR THAT HE· WILL BE ABLE 
r~ ' iMPROvE : ~iS 1RELATlVE MILit~RY ' PQSITiON iN THIS AREA 
DUR I NG THE . CEASE '•F' I RE Ar · THE , COST OF US · AND VN · LI YES• 

3 • OUR CONCERN ALSO RELATES . TO THE CESSA TI QN •OF BOMA I G 
OF NvN siNcE THE · ENEMY CONTINUES ' TO MOVE MASSIVE QUA NT~TI ES 
OF HEN AND. MUNITIONS, ,SQUTH To SUPPORT •HIS oPtN INVASION Or 
SOUTH VIETNAM• IT IS '.NOT CONSIDERED ·POLITICALLY FEASIBLE To 
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MAINTAIN BOMBING ' THROUGHOUT VN DURING THE , TET ' TRUCE, 
WE CONS I DER THAT IT 1 S ES SENT I Al. ' To . CONC: I NUE 'THE BOMB I NG i N 
THE AREAS T~R0UG8 WHICH • THE ~A IN · .MOVEMENT i S F"UNNEL I NG• TH IS 
WOULD BE SOUTH OF THE GENERAL AREA OF VINH, ABOUT HAL~•WAY 
BETWEEN THE 18TH ANO 19TH · ~ARRELS, ANO WOU~O • INCLJUOE 
THE TALLY HO AND , ROUTE · PACKAGE ONE AREAS• TO DO LESS 
WOULD, IN WESTMORELAND, S Vi EW, COMMIT OUR FORCES IN ,QUANG 
TP.I TO _GREATLY INCREASED CASUALITIES ANO DECIDEDLY DIS• 
ADVANTAGEOUS TACTICAL POSITIONING• 

4 • WE BOTH STRONGL. Y URGE · EARLY . ACCEPT ACE Of TH IS POSIT I ON, 
WE WOULD THEN PLAN To DISCUSS · IT WiTH . PRES'joENT '· THIEU 
I NrORM OuR SEVEN NAT IONS · ALL i ES HERE;.::;:AND ANNOUNCE r T. AS 
SOON AS , POSSIBLE iN TERMS WHiCH WOULD ~~~IN 'THE MAXIMUM 
PROPAGANDA ADVANTAGE r:oR THE r:REE WORLD FORCES• 
·BUNKER 
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!70LLOW I NG IS· OUR DRAF'T " OF - GVN AN.NOUNCEMENT WHICH WE WOULD 
PROPOSE · 0 DISCUSS : WI TH TH I EU AFTER RECE IV i NG DEPARTMENT, S 
eOMMENTS 

nEG IN TEXT r IN THE COURSE OF' THE PAST ·· r:EW DAYS THERE H~~ _ 
Ec.N INCREASING EVIDENCE AND ' VISIBLE " MILITARY ACTIONS WHIC H 

!!STABL1SH CONCLUSIVELY ' THAT · NORTH VIETNAMESE "F'ORCES ARE E • 
GAGED !N A MAJOR OFFENSIVE AGAINST " THE NORTHERN AREAS OF 
SOUTH VIETNAMo "THERE HAS BEEN AN EXTENSIVE BUILD•UP OF 

. NORTH VIETNAMESE F'ORCES AROUND .KHE · SANH, INCLUDING LARGE 
, NUMBERS OF TROOPS IN NEIGHBORING AREAS OF' LA0S 0 IN ADDtTiON, 

l'HERE IS VISIBLE · SUPPLY ACTIVITY. ON A LARGE SCALE IN !HE SOUT H• 
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ACTION 

ThvNAy. J'eltrual"J 8, 1968 
10:20 a.m. 

Mr. Pnalcleat: 

Herewith a ,..•ll,1• re•poaae to 
BW F1111trl&Jat, wblcb JO\l rett••ted. 

Paa• 3 l• a r.0.ctl•• aote on the 
q••tlon of a dlaaer •· a.a ldea bl 
M1:ke Ma■ato•' memo to you of Felt. 7. 

W. W. llo■tow 

WWRo■tow:rla 



Dear Bill: 

I have coaalcler_. canf.UJ JOV lettel" ef J'eltnuy 7. 

Let me .. , llr•t tlaat tit.ere l• no qaeatloa that we la the l:Dcldl•• 

Bruch Ila-.. the coaatltmlou.l. d-,. ot preHlltlaa to yo.l lD tile peate■t 

detail oar view of tae aiblatlea of tile worbl &lid ou pollclaa; aad we 

Uft an eqa1 d.ty te U■te• atteatlftly to ,-r Ylewa aad thoM of. the 

C4M»TDltte• oa Fenlaa llelatloaa. 

I cwot, bo■•Yer, tau the .f111'ther ••P of aaneill& tlaat thon 

occaaloa■ la pallc. 

TJa1ak for a momeat of .....,. •• are ripat now. A llaU m.Wloa 

Amerlcaa tl'oopa are -•••• la aa ure■ol•e4 battle which cowld 

tletermlae the Olltc:ome ef tbe war la Vletaam. Tlut Soutll Vl•t-meM 

,..,.nuneat, wWl TOO, 000 men GMer arm■• la, wltk mere altf aacl 

eur1y tbaa we laa-.. hltllerto Mea. pllttia& the clti.e• ud towaa bac:lt 

Bm tiMty m&J face a ••cODd wave of attack thb week elld. 

The men la H ... l. coaacloua that tbe "Pl'l•laa they ~ for dlcl 

aot tab place, are, ..-..nbel•••• carrylaa lorwarll other elemeat• la 

taelr mlllt&l'f•pelltlc:al plaa of -,.ratl.llu, and talda1 comfnt, •• thelr 

Mw■papera aad radlo Midlcate every •Y• from e.-ery •laa of coafuloa 

&Dd debate la the tl. I. 



-z-

Oa the otller baad. the IOftrameat la Sal1oa. a• lt meet• till• 

••r• teat. la •h•kea ltJ a,mptom,a ol ceafuloa aad dekte la tbe U. s. 

At die ■ame time, •• are •aaaa• la MIOtlatlou of eztreme 

4ellcacy wltb tlt.e Nol'tb Konaaa. W • are trylaa to 1•t our men aM our 

alp ltack tllrnp •1p1omacy. It la a taak aot 111111.b that of deallq wltb 

a kW■apper. 

Tile•• effffttl. nlch are my fll'■t 41dy ill the matter of the Plleblo, 

aa .. ralaecl eaapla l•••• wlth Soata kona, a fl'lelUI aad an ally. 

I c-anut ulp IMtlleYlaa tbat a ,-bllc 4leella,loa of the Pwtblo matter •• 

aacl Jaow •• are pnce .. laa -· could aot clo aaftlllal bat r"*• tu 

poaaDIWU.• of o-.r 1•ttbtc oar men back taroup 4lplomacy alld make 

more dlfflcalt ov nlatleaablp wltla the S01llh Korea.a. 

TbeH are partlcalar rea■oa• why 1 clo aot belleYe a public lleartaa 

oa Aalaa pellcy Wore the Cemmllte• oa. J'or•l&• llelaUoaa would aow 

H la tlae aat1N&l bdereat. 

To 111Mlerllae the aerlou.aae•• ol our commltmeat to ••....,• •lew• 

fally with that Canmlttee, Jloweyer, l woald be pleaaed to baYe yoa all 

u my .-•t• for •lmMtr after tile LLDcola Day rec•••• 011 J'elt......, 15, 

Hoaorule J. w. r1111tr1pt 
CU.lrmaa 
Commlttee on Fonlp Relatloaa 
Ualted State• s.-t• 
Waahlapea, D. · C. 

SlacerelJ, 



Note: I'm Mt ■11re of all lt■ bnpllcatl••• llat mfllutlMt la that 

a ••t ...ala& wWl y ..... .w be .... fer t1w S.aate l'enl1• aelatl-• 

C.-mlttN. TIM ••.U- of whether Secntarlea Jluk ud McNamara 

are prenat wo1lltl N fer yM to .. cw.: 

•• Oa the ... buMI, lt w01lld lie bad pracUce for Seslator• to 

belie.. that they c..W 1ala lty aepuatlq yea from you ad•l••r• la 

We way; 

•· B11t lt u al•• pN■11-Je tllat ,- coahl 1•t more fnm tum lf 

the two Secretal'le• were aot pre■nt. Tiley mar aot feel comfortable 

mo41fylq their p0altlea• or allewlaa OesD,Wty la th4t pnHace of taell' 

two old spur&aa putaera. 

W.W. RoMOW 

WWRoatow:rla 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHIKOTON 

February 7, 1968 
Wednesday - 6:00 P• m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Mike ManatosA,ll,. 

IP 
~3/f' 

Senator Mansfield filled me in on what happened in the Foreign Relations 
Committee today, and resulted in the sending of the attached letter from 
Senator Fulbright. 

Mansfield, Aiken, Hickenlooper and Sparkman not only voted against 
the sending of a letter to the President asking that he direct Secretary 
Rusk to appear in public s&ssion, but they strongly urged the Committee 
not to take that action. 

According to Mansfield, it was not Gore who led these forces as wc.s 
the case last year, but Senator Mundt, who has changed his mind. All 
of this, of course, was sparked by the Sunday television program of . 
Rusk and McNamara. The feeling in Committee was that ·the Adn1in­
•istration was engaged in a ploy - leading ·off with Katzenbach, followed· 
by Rusk arid McNamara, and then by Walt Rostow on .the Today show~ 

-Mansfield reports that Carlson was not unre~sonable in his attitude, 
though he voted to send the letter - · and that for the first time he 
·detected a waivering by both Clark ~nd Pell. McCarthy and Church 
were not present. · 

There was more than a little discussion of a meeting President Wilson 
once ~eld in the White House in 1919 to which the full Committee was 
invited, and from which came a formal report. 

There were expressed certain views that the Committee could not 
invite itself to the White House, but that such a meeting with the 
~resident alone .. without Rusk, McNamara, or Rostow - would be 
worthwhile. It was even suggested that a · dinner with the full 
Committee would be ideal if the President would be willing to subject 
hi~self to such an undertaking, but only under. agreed hard and fast 
ground rules, so that the President could take out of the discussions 
~y question he felt should not be• answer.ed. · 

Mansfield several times repeated that' he was merely reporting what 
went on, and that he was not making any .recQmmendation. He indicated 
be knew where .his responsibility as Majprity IA.ad~r ended and where 
th~ President 1s ·. commenced. .. · 

(MOR~) 
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If such a meeting were to be arranged it would best be on February 
15th, after the Lincoln Day recess, to allow the matter to simmer 
down, in Mans field I s view. 

.. 
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. J. W. P'VU'"OHT. Allltt< •• CHAIRMAN 

,OtCN ... ,OU(MAH. Al.A. aou1111,u: •• HICKl:NLOC .. E.11, IOWA 
,,oK~ tr-CANGFIELO, MONT. G~•.c•s D. AIKl:H, VT, 
WAYN~ MOfiS£, OREG, P'ftANI< CAllltLSON, KANS. 
AUlEllltT GORI;, T£HH. JOHN J. WILL.IAMa, D1:L.. 
,-RANK J. L.AUSC:Hlt, OHIO KAftL L MUNDT, 8., DAit. 
FRJ..Nl( CtiUAC:H. IOAHO CLIP'FOllltD "· CAac. N.J. 
G'NAflT SYMINGTON, MO. .IOHN aHl.ftMAN coors11, .IC'f. 
'tHOMA&l,DODD,COHN, 
JOSf. .. H S. Cl.ARK, PA. 
CLAISOJltNI: p~ ft.I, 
&UOl'NS .I• MC CA.ATHY, MINN. 

CAR'- MAIICY, CHII .. CW STAl'I' 
"ot'THUII M, - CMIII' CI.IIIIIC 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear~~. President: 

COMMITTEE ON P'OREICiN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

February 7, 1968 

Against the background of the grave situation con­
fronting the nation in Viet :Nam, the Committee this 
morning met in .executive ·session to discuss a Member's 
motion calling for a renewal of past invitations to the 
Secretary of State to discuss our policies toward South­
east Asia at a public hearing. 

The letter of Secretary Rusk addressed to the Com­
·mittee on December 8, 1967, which declined the opportunity 
to testify on the subject at an open session, was reviewed. 
with full appreciation for the reasoning it presented. 
It was generally felt, however, that circumstances have 
changed dramatically since the dispatch of that communica­
tion. 

In particular, Committee Members were deeply impressed 
with the critical nature of our involvement abroad at this 
juncture in the country's history. They took note of sev­
eral public appearances this past weekend of the Secretary 
of State and other high-ranking foreign policy spokesmen, 
and recognized the merit of efforts to present information 
to the A~erican people. At the same time, Members believed 
that such appearances in a limited forum provide no oppor­
tunity for public response, and thus cannot serve as a 
substitute for tbe constitutionally based ·and traditional 
method of consulting with the elec~ora.te's representatives 
at an open Congressional Committee hearing, 

. ' . 
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Certain Members felt strongly that what is now at 
stake is no less urgent a question than the Senate's 
constitutional duty to advise, as well as consent, in the 
sphere of foreign policy. They believed that there is a 
compelling responsibility for them to attempt to clarify 
for the Senate and for the American people the direction 
and implications of our policies toward Southeast Asia • 

Accordingly, the Committee directed me to communi­
cate its request that the Sec~etary of State, as your 
chief foreign policy spokesman, be made available to 
testify on those policies in public at a Committee heari~g 
at an early appropriate time. I regret that without my 
knowledge the action of the Committee became public 
information. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-rw. Fulbright ~ -
Chairman 

.. 



INJ'O.RMATlON 

SEQ.CT/CACTUS 

Tbu ... ,., Feltna:ry a. 1961 
10:10 a.m. 

Mr. Prealuat: 

Porter'• RMI••••• dtu1crll,lna 
Park'• nactloa to JOU' aw olfer 
lmllcate• the uptla ef oar proWem wlth 
the SOllth Koreaaa. 

'W. w·. Ro•tow 

S.CMII 4013 

SC.:U'l'tCACTUS 

WWRo•tow:rln 

DECI.ASSIAED 
... HolaGuldeltnes.~~~ 
I!', ,/i' ,,o NARA.Dlle--wi.-.-_._ ,.. 



-'ECRE I/ NO'.Bf&=-- CACTUS 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM SEOUL (4083) 

I conveyed message to President Park this morning. He 
expressed appreciation for the increased military aid which he said would be 
useful in the present situation. He is convinced that a military buildup alone, 
however, is useless when dealing with a person like Kim Il-Sung. He said 
American policy seemed to consist of efforts to extract the Pueblo and crew and 
buildup on the Republic of Korea side, which means South Koreans must remain 
passive here in the face of continual provocation. So far, the anger of the 
Korean people has been contained because his government does not want war, but 
it will be impossible to remain passive when another incident occurs and he feels 
this is most likely. That will start a war in Korea again. 

He had examined closely military posture and readiness of Korean 
and UN forces and they are certainly not ready for war as compared to the North 
Koreans. This means they would perhaps suffer heavy damage initially but they 
would suffer even more if they await attack and do not take preventive measures. 
He has given us assurance that he would not take unilateral action and he wants 
prior consultation with the United States. He also has faith in the competence and 
authority of the UN Command, but the lack of combat readiness disturbs him. 
He realizes that General Bonesteel has not been given a war mission but the fact 
remains that the entire position on our side now is such as to encourage Kim Il-Sung. 
He said an example of our unpreparedness is that approximately 200 U.S. military 
aircraft had come into the country and cannot be accommodated. There is even a 
problem of takeoff, and Korean Armed Forces planes were inferior to North 
Korean planes. A MIG-21 needs only to have a button pushed to take off, whereas 
the F-5 cannot start without auxiliaryassistance. It is a bad thing to have to sit 
and wait attack. What would the United States have done if he and his family had 
been assassinated? Would we have proceeded to negotiate? 

The foregoing indicates the pent-up emotions of the Korean 
President at this point and he gave me two and a half hours of it. I replied to his 
various points, emphasizing as I had done twice before that we depended on his 
leadership, restraint of hotheads, _and undertaking consultations in advance with 
the U.S. regardless of the ·-circumstances. On the question on Kim Il-Sung, I gave 
him a report of recent de':'elopments, to be reported separately. 

SEGRE!'/ HODiti - CACXUS 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N_L,J 96 .., I 'lb 

By~ :,__, NARA Date e -t!)~--9 7 
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Before I got to the subject, he launched into a strong denunciation 
of our move of the Enterprise southward. The Enterprise should have been moved 
northward, he said, with other carriers and placed off the Port of Wonsan. We 
should have announced the Port was closed until we got the men and ship back. If 
this brought no action, we should go in and take the ship, and neither the Russians 
nor the Chicoms would interfere. 

When he finished this aspect of his statement, I gave him the 
rationale for this movement. 

He brushed this aside, saying that Korea is a closest ally of the 
United States but our recent negotiating tactic~ are only encouraging Kim Il-Sung 
and creating distress among the Korean people. Kim Il-Sung is a pirate and a thief, 
and he took a ship and raided Seoul in a criminal manner, and now the U.S. expects 
to get results by talking to him. What makes us think such tactics will work? 

I said I know he understands that our commitment in Korea is to 
protect the intergrity and security of South Korea. That we are intent on doing so, 
as he could see from the very generous m.easures being taken, but we are not 
going to give up the possibility of achieving settlement of the Pueblo incident through 
peaceful means. If the population here is disturbed it is, as I told the Prime 
Minister and other ministers, because proper use had not been made of all of the 
statements of solidarity and support and all of the evidence of it provided by the 
United States since this crisis developed. 

There was a great deal of repetitive material of similar nature 
in his remarks, and he made a special point of asking that they be transmitted 
to President Johnson. I said the President had made it clear in public announcements 
that President Park 1s views are heard and considered and acted upon on _a daily 
basis. And he could rest as sured that this would continue to be the case. However, 
we do expect him to understand, as the message said, that the two matters of 
DMZ violations and the Pueblo have to be handled separately. We are convinced 
that this is the only rational way to go about it. 

The interview terminated and I left the President's office to find 
that the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs had been sitting outside 
with rather obvious ill humor for an hour. Shortly thereafter I received a phone 
call from a confidential inte·rpreter who stated that the President, after rereading 
President Johnson's letter, wished to make it clear that he is against closed 
meetings at Panmunjom. I said I took note of this. 

, SECft!!T/NODIS -- CACTUS 
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He had made no mention of this except in general terms of 
meetings at Panmunjom and did not voice to me his opposition to closed meetings. 
I did say to him at the beginning of our interview that there would be mention 
of Panmunjom in a message from the President but, as he knew, I would be 
discussing this matter as necessary with the Prime Minister and did not intend 
to get into it unless he wished to do so himself. 0£ caµrse, · ·during the message 
itself and subsequent conversation dealing with our· generai .. nego'tiating tactics, 
he made frequent reference to Panmunjom and, as :he put it, the distrust aroused 
locally by our tactics. 

I am seeing the Prime Minister shortly, who will probably 
reiterate their opposition to closed meetings. I intend to make it cle~r that we 
cannot see our only line of contact cut on this _subject. Comment: We have had 
suggestions from various quarters that if we could accept a Korean officer at 
Panmunjom, not to participate but for show purposes, this would do much to allay 
their suspicions and would help with the ·public. I am not certain of the value 
of this argument because underlying all the heaving about is something else which 
we have described to you, which is their hungering desire, which Park shares, 
to close with the North Koreans. However, if you feel you can authorize this 
on an absolutely non-veto, non-delay basis, I would like to offer it to them. 

You have suggested meeting be set up tomorrow. We can do this, 
but I would like your comments on this message if possible before proceeding 
because it is quite possible that we may be approaching a showdown stage with 
the Koreans on the issue of closed meetings at Panmunjom. 

On the most important matter of restraining the Koreans, we may 
well be at a point where we should repeat the injunction to Syngman Rhee, who at 
one time also felt the need to go North. There is enough danger now without more 
provocation from the North Koreans, but the situation will become very much 
worse if that happens. 

PORTER 

. ·- . 
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INFOh.v1.A TION 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 
8:40 AM 

Situation Room Memorandum 

Subject: Aircraft lost over South Korea 

A US reconnaissance aircraft on a training mission over South -Korea is overdue and is presumed down. The training mission 
was to have b-een flown in the extreme southern section of the 
country. Search and rescue operations -~ _re in progress. 

1)1.Astow 



Dcai· Mr. Pr-csiJent: 

Thank you io1· yout' rece.r.t mccoage o! ap:,:l'eciation 
for m.y Government's sup1 ort of the .Ecua.dore?..n 
candidate for the Secretary- G~nera l!3aip of the 
Organization of Amexican St.ates. We sh.~re youi· 
view that the intcr-Amsrican system ne~ds vigorous 
and di:-Jtinguisl10d leadership in this critical ph.aae 
ol its hiato1·y. 

His Exc~llency 
Otto .Arosemena. Gom.e:r. 
Co11.Gtitutio~1al P1·esident of the 

Ite9ublic o! £cu:1.dor 

LBJ /WGB:rnm 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 9'7 -7-..Df, 

Y C::fr , NARA Date n -3ftJJ 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Ecu::dorc::-.~1 Pi·t!sid,;mt Aro~:emcn.::..'c Mer. .;aee 
o! Ar.:-:-irecbtio:r:.1.£.!'. US Sunno-rt of. Galo-Plaza as OAS Sc.~:rct-'.'.ry-C.~n.9_rel 

"Quito January ~9, 1963 

Deai· M:r ~ Pres !dent: 

·1 have t!"ie honor to address myself to Your Excellency in 
order to express to the illu5tdouc governrnt:nt of the U11.lte<l States 
and personally tc you 1ny profound g;c-atitude for the backing which 
at all times you have b.aen kind enough to giv., to the candidacy of . 
Ecuador, represented in the person of ex-President Calo Pbza~ 
for Secretary Geua·ral o! th~ OAS. The support which your gov~ 
cl·nrnellt is giving ls_ particularly valuable . . 

In pi-~senting th~ canJi<lacy- oi Sr. Plo.za, rn.y government 
has baen conccrn~d on~y -..vith o:£~ering fo-: the con.s ldcra.tion of 
fric11dly ~ountri6:l the ~:,1:10 cf a p ~~1-;;c:1 v,-ho fulfill s the :r.e ccssary 

. conditions to carry out effectively and suc_ca:, sfully the functions · 
of the Secr~tary General o.f the OAS, since Ecuador is dc~--!rrnined 
that the inter-Americ;,i.n · sy.::tem should achieve t.lie nece~sary 
strength !or the n1c1.intenance o! cont1nental peace and security, 
and should pror..note more fraternal and expedient cooperatio::i on 
an economic and social- plane fox ·,he benefit oi the graat L~.tin 
Arne i-lean 11.1a. s s e o ~ 

Accept, Youi- Excclkncy, my thanks and those of n.1y govern­
ment as well as the good v.:i$h~s which I nff.,~ r _in a rnost ;:; lDcc::.·c 2..>1.d. 
ausoiciou9 mar..ner for the 8u.cc es s of you::: difficult ~ncl' cor.·nlex t:3. s ~ . ' . 
in t.::-~e Preeidency of the iih1.sti-iou:. p e ople of th-c U:nitc3 ·St.1.tes. with 
w.h.ich we are bdund by tight bonds o! fri~n<lscip and under .;tanding. 

I take this occasion to rcncvi to Your Excellency th~ testimony 
of m.y highest a.n4 1nost dlstiilgul!sh ed cons idera tion. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. · 1295,, Sec. 3.6 
N L,J . t, - 'l I · · · . 

By~-.,1-J NA Date IL• ;)$ --CJ /, 

Is/ Otto Arose:nena Gorr.ez 
Constitutlonal President of the P.a:,i...blic 

oi Ecuador. 11 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy reports minor 
operations at Khe Sanh. 

Weather operational for both resupply 
and tactical air support. 
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 

Followin_g is the text of a cable sent by General Westmoreland 
at 5: 22 AM this morning. 

This is the fourth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
period from midnight EST February 7 to midnight' EST February 8. 

During this period the Khe Sanh combat base continued to~Je~l~~~a·d!'t 
.£.,.;~1UA-g· .~ro.m ";morta·r:,tnd rockets··:ihroughout; the afternoon ~and..:night . . · 

By 3: 00am .february 7 J~ir.t)',..-.two .. pe .. rsons .. had-:been.:.h~lilifted..from 
-~!1:~. ;~Ag.:..Y~.Ls.pe_~ial_forces camp, includingl_~ A:rner.icans. Three. 
helicopters received enemy fire in the extraction resulting in one 
pilot being wounded. Three enemy tanks are reported to have .been 
destroyed in the Lang Vei area. 

At 4: 25 pm the Marine outpost southwest of Khe Sanh started receiving 
rocket and mortar fire, followed by a ground attack. The attack 
continued until 5: 45 pm. T,!,l~k ~ .. ~Q':lY.>P~t;l,~.t.r.ated:.the,.:.w.,i~e._pf the. 
platoon outpost .. but was repulsed . .., The enemy broke contact by ~li:'·j ci'pm~· .. , ........ ~.;.,-,....-·--·~ -- · ... · · ·- ~-

At 8: 00 pm a Marine reinforcing element moved into position at the 
outpost. The position continued to receive sporadic incoming fire 

. thr .oughout the morning (last evening Washington time). The enemy , 
fire was returned but with unknown results. During the period 
9.~Ma:ri.ne.t.!was-b:repo.it.ed.kiUe:d·;..iand..tw.o.~Ma.t.ines.'.:.Were .. wou.nded and 
evacuated.~-

At 10:45 pm EST an air observer reported four enemy tanks southwest 
of Khe Sanh. Air strikes were run and itr-is . believed .. tha..t two .:.of...the __ --..._., ___ , _____ ~. 

tanks were disabled, · An air observer also reported siting 20 vehicles . ---·-·---... ·· ...... 
moving in a westerly direction five kilometers west of Lang Vei. Air 
strikes were conducted with unknown results. 

During the period Marine tactical air flew 44 sorties in support of the 
area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties, the Navy 37, for a tSirtal .. :of_U,2 
.sorties. Four Arc Light strikes (35 sorties) were flown against targets 
in- th·e Niagara ar.ea. Reported bomb damage assessment as the result . 
of the Arc Light strikes iJl.d3ude'd.,.threemlieeoridar-y-4'ir.e-#and-numerous.:..z.i· 
sec..9_p._<;lJH-:.~..x:pl..o.~~9ns~ · · 

The;,l-'5gi.s.tics:.:..sta.tus. req:i~_i_pij , sati'sfactory in...the 1{he..:Sanh.:are~ Airlift 
resupply provided !l~'lio:r·t"'tons .. oh•UP,pli.t.B, M19.D.!.::01-:i,~ic~_~.a.$ --

' > 



.., ., ... 

ammunition. t'~ayi~_u.al.:.:combat·'rations were increased from:,'1S:.2f.. 
to 26 q~ys. 

No COFRAM type ammunition was expended during this period. 

For the period encompassing the 24-hours of February 8 EST, 
seven Arc Light strikes (45 sorties) will be flown in the Niagara . 
area. Tactical sorties inculde 44 Marine, 48 Air Force, and 
52 Navy, for a total of 144 sorties. The Marines will have ·l6 
aircraft on call for the Khe Sanh area while the Air Force will have 
120 sorties qn alert. Additional sorti-es that could theoretically 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area total 406 Air Force, 250 Navy, 
for a grand total of 656. 

Enemy unit identifications in the Khe Sanh area remain the same as · 
previously reported. 

The. y.,~ather, o_!l: _t.A.e.:.:..afte.i:noon-of--February:.r.was-~marginal-.:io:r 
flyiri"g-.:;;ith··a:-ce'i.ling of 1, 500 feet. The period from 7: 00 am to 
7: 00 pm was poor with low ceilings and visibility as low as one third 
to one half miles in fog. Weather conditions improved to marginal at 
7: 00 pm, with ceilings of 2, 000 feet and good visibility. 

T!,ie for_e~Ll!l . ..for..rna:eginal....to.. good~coriditions.....in;the: after.no.o.n.:and!'. 
eveni~g__9_(.t_o.$._y:,_~~tg._ ~-~.i_lj:q.gs _ _Y..a!ying_Jr,om Z.,..000 ... to . .3, .. 000 J~-~t. Ea.rly 
tomorrow the weather will become poor, with low clouds and 
visibilities restricted to one quarter to one mile in fog. By morning 
the weather should improve again to marginal, with ceilings of 
1, 500 feet. 

.. . 

. . . . 
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Mr. President: 

Thur•~Y \ 
February s. 1968 

Herewith further confirmation of 'good 
popular morale in Saigon. Food looks 
o. k. Prompt garbage removal appears 
major problem. 

W. W. Roatow 

i 
·i 
t Att: 
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SA ITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3 .. 6 
NLJ C, , - 1'1', 

By 1,,(.4' , NARA Da~ .......... 

1.5(c) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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00 YEl~ADS. 

DZ Y:}~ADL S553R 0390730 ·· 
2:KZl( CO ZSL DE 

·o 030727Z ZYH 
Ft'i CIA 
TO \•1 HITS HOUS~ S fi' iJAT ION ROON -· 
SSO ACSI DA 
SSQ .'\RLll~GTOJ l-iALL STATIO~ ' 
:~.FSSO USAF 
C''" . ·.1.1 

DIA/ Isrc· 
JCS 
:nc 
DI~t :SA CO i·lMAi•!D CEl~TER 
ST ,!\TE: < P.CD . 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 129.'.'"8, Sec. 3.6 
NL 'Jt. · dl>t> 

By i,c.4,- , 'ARA Date ., -, ,,.,; s 

. ,: .. 

l. r-;r:~ISTRY O? n:TERIOR OFFICIALS FEEL THAT UOnALE . 
:r, THE SAIG01,, CITY P0?ULATiotJ, EXCI:?T FOR THE D IS!RICT OF 
:EOLON, rs V2.RY" i-lI(;l-!. TF.EY 3ELIE'JE THAT · !HE VI.ST CONG CVC) 
ATTAC!·~;J ON SOUTH VIE:T ::.'\MESE CITIES SHOWED THE CITY DWELLERS 
t'(')~ ..,.]•'=' l;'r::>~T -T :.• r,- r:.:~ :.·11 ru::,~ ·or THE 111 AR A11D rur.- 'C" '.l;;"·~,1y - ~··~ -., -·~ l .. ... • ·~- J. .. , .. _ jl,,_, .,,"\ .\~ • n j .. ~ ,u,:_ ~L~'- nL'4iJ. 

STR::~GT'.·:S!::J POPULAR SU?PO~T or, THE GOVE?.N~1EiU. .·: :; 
2. .;;,! r~ss0c"r :.·,1roJ OF \/IZTL~A(iCSE wOL'lEN . HAS OFFZRED · · ·_, .. 

~\ :::'. SE'."'.:VIC:2 o'F ITS :Ei·13ERS TO ·rxz HiTERIOR iHtHSTR~f WHICH ·1s 
'.:TILL UNDECIDED WHETH~?. -10· ACCEPT THE OFFER, FEARH;G>ir -i·lAY ;' 
3: J lFl!CULT TO PROVIDE THE WOMEN WIIH SUFFICIEjT POLtCE . . 
?~oJTI:C7ION. r:-2 · LffZ2IOR 

0

!1ItH~T:RY -:Is STILL' WEIGHING ·THE · 
" ... -~:-, "r- ~s-1,_ .... , -,,..- ,. ,._ -,,~ ·gy cvr··-··L·E"D""T'.> TR/\" Q; 1"c· '"'UU .AND '..JJ."!' .~: .. ·,Jr i-. ,.::i .;.J.c-i•~ '-'..:.. •'Jx.Ll~ . ..... · rt ~., nl~ · :...n o · 1 · 
·_,_; ILL ?~03.~.3L Y ACCZPT IT. . .-, ' : . . .. . . . . . · . 

3. THE L-JT:'.?t !OR 1•l LG 5TRY IS PR·:)CZED ING WITH ?!.ANS. . · 
TJ .~a: IHZ :aVILlAL~ F'J?ULATION OF SAIGOi~ • . THE J;iTY is BEING 
0!~IDED I~T~ S~CUR~'AREAS DESIGNATED AS "BLUE" A~D I~SECURE-
-~:=1 :::,;2 DESIGNATED AS "RE:)"... T;-tE ".8LUE" AREAS ARE· BEING . 
JIVIDZD HlTO :·lElGHJO:-?riuODS, ·.FOR EA~H OF WHICH THE . fr~ERIOR .. . 
·:I.!!STR)' IS APPOiiH n;s A -CHI~F trno WILL SU?EHVISE THE .. 
J ! STR I3UT ION A:·m co ;n20L OF WEAPONS WITHIN HIS l'iE:IG HaOI:nOOD • . 
IT IS ANTICIPATED TX: .. T EACH 1-iEIGi-tJOr?:iOOO WILL HAVE A-·-tn1u:,~m1 
Jf TE;~_ .f:\ ND ,.A. .J~i:a~UI~.J~:,.~J,. :Ui..+~l~1Wµ\PJ~.,. ,~I~: ,'/DE-E~Nit~I~'i-JsSlR:'i.:-· 
HAS DtL'l1!ER'E:tV··l\"OOO CAR8Tk~s To' ·r~ TNTER f01' .. M'fN rsriy A>JI> 

] 

j 



. -•• • -•• - .., •" • . .., -..,., •• -- ... ......_.f••w..•~w • .........,...,_,.,.-c::a♦..W.,, "A?i Uf,.?'!f't~•~~ 
·" · ·-•· -R':'L T-A~LY s r ,·ci:- •·1·9· GO · · ·•'- - ·• --__ _.. ' · · : -- · _., ·:s.,-: :r:: -,: 

. . _ J:.. .., .., -1~ ~ • .. . -· .. , . --- , \ -<! / !.··.-·, .:, -_ii ' ·;;,'" !00- · • , · . · .,}.'.:::_\;~ 
•• -., •. . \ . . :. ·r ," ) I · •- "' ' .. ' · , ~ .. .. .. ,.!,,..~ ,' . . f'tf1 • . ; ~ !. ,.",._~ • •-~~ 

. . ::·:. -.'-\_: :,·:;t ·. J~~--.:· . 
. -- . - . . . . · . -·•"r ,:·. 

l. :iINIST~Y OF" H:T:ZR!Oi1 OFFICL'\LS Ft..c.L THA1 MORALE. -; ,,·'-=.:,·J 
:JF Ti1E SAIGO~·l CITY PO?ULATIOll, EXCEPT FOR THE .DISTRICT- -.Ol(/!~ 
C:-:OLOl·~, IS 'JERY · nIG H. T :-:.EY 3ELIEVE THAT THE V !ET · COi-.JG -- 0_C VC> 

~ :UTf\G!(S ON. SOUT8 VIETnAMESE CIT"IZ_S SHOWED •THE 'CIT.Y ." DWELLERS 
FC?. TH':: FIRST- TL:Z T:r2 i•;P.T~RE OF THE WAR AND THE ENEHY. ·AND_; 
- _,,...,,.,,- .. -0 ° .. -::, -upo :,~ o- r ··.- GOV ... N~~ ... I-1T . . _ · . ; . ·. ·. · ::;TR.:. .. -., .:::...,.:. , OPuLAn :::i , 0 • .J. · J• _ h::. - ..:.~ 1·i.c." • · : · ;.; ,:--. ·, . -~ 
. z. .;;,: ASS ·JCI.~TIJ:•; O_F' VIZT~~Am:sE v.'Oi1iEN HAS OFFERED -· .. '·,•.· . 
T~:. S:R1!IC22 OF ITS :-!Eil3~RS TO. THE INTERIOR tHlHSTRY -, WHICH IS 
'.:TILL c :~JECIDE:D ~:!HET '.{Ex ""TO ACCEPT THE 0FF:::R, FEArtH;G IT i1AY 
3: ~ !F?I8ULT TO PROVIDE THE ~OMEN ijITH .SUFFICIENT - POLtCE . · .. 
~?:DT!:CTI~:rn. THE L ·ff:~IO?. MitHSTRY .- IS STILL \t/EIGKING :;THE ·, ·· 

' JF?~~ JF ASSISTANCZ ~ADE BY CVT LEADER TRAN QUAC BUU AND 
·.· T' l p::>/')., ,, 3l " , CC7 ?T . IT • . :, - L..- . ,. - D.-\ • - 1 t\ ... • . . . . 

.). THE P.ffZi1IOi1 i1Hi!5TRY IS PROCZEDING vilTH. PLANS ·. . . 
:0 ,,ar: Tri.!: lUVIL!ihJ POPULATIOi·J OF SAIGON. THE CITY -is .3ElNG 
J!1.1 1J:::'.D I inJ SESU:-:.E:. P.REAS DESIGi~ATED AS "BLUE" AND :INSECURE :_.-: . 
. \~'.::AS DE3IGNATED AS .. RED". T}iE ., BLUE" AREAS' ARE BEING·· - . 
JIVIiJED r;-;ro t:Ers ;-:3•J'.1i-iOODS, .FOR EACH" OF WHICH THE · IHERIOR:_- __ 
:; r:: IST~Y IS .AP?O I i~T Ii~G - A -CHIEF WHO ~ ILL SUPERVISE ' THE_- ·_ · ·· :· 0

• • • • 

: ! ST~I3UTIO ~◄ .~:o co;.;r;~OL OF WEAPONS W!THIN , HIS N~IGHBORHOOD~ 
IT IS A'.-:TICI?ATE.D · THi\T EACH ·NEIGH30?.n00D WILL ·-l{AVE A tUNH1UM 
Or r:: : Ai~;) ri i•:A;Ur-iJ;:~ OF THIRTY WEAP0i~S •. T-HE> ·:DEFENSE .i.UNISTRY' 
:---:.~.s u:LIVtitED l ,OJJ CARBii~ES T,O "THE INT.ERIOfi;_··~IN!ST_nY "AND • : . 
. : :!..L D~LIVER t-lOR?: AS i·lEEDED. . · . · . . · · · :_ . . :_ , ·: · · 

._ ..• 4_. . f..OOP.~.SUP.PLIES :ARi'.c:"'COi~SIDEREO.-:.TO --B~DEQUATEj}~)t!~Jtf. 
LARGELY BECAUSE· EACH HO"USEHOLD ', HAD~srocKE~lJP.'.,HEAVIl::'Y~OR~ 
~:~.:: L!.:tJAR NE'.'! ·yzAR CELEBRATION. VAN VAN CUA, MAYOR _,._,_: :·,;\f\ 
Jr Si\IG(U, REPORTED ·.ro .THE INTERIOR MINISTRY ON 7 FEBRUARY ;'. .. _, 
T:.i.AT l-E ·HAD DISTRIBUTED 200 TONS OF RICE THROUGHO"UT SAIGON"•:< 
~;-: 6 Ai~D 7 FEBRUARY. RICE IS DISTRI3UTED FREE TU , THE 59 _:~·-j: -: 
~~FUG:S CENT:RS I ~ SAIGON, AND IS SOLD TO MILITARY UNITS .AND 
::c~ 1~?.:::-:zNT A3Ei~CI~S AT A ?RICE OF 2,200 PIASTERS PER 100 ., 
~ ·: ! !.. ~ 3 ~ 1~ ~ 1 S. , .... ·-;• ~ : ·. : : \. ~ ~ : •: ,-\ 

... • TEE RErUGZE CI:NTERS ARE UNDER THE JURISDICTION .- · _ _ ;·. 
Q? Tit ;.1 LHSTiiY OF SOCIAL wELFARE'r Mm ARE . ADMINISTERED -BY 
:.~T~OL IC WELFAR~ AGL~CIES "AND YOU H· GROUPS. THE . INTERIOR 0 

:'. !::IST~Y SUSPECTS THAT THEY MAY BE A HAVEi·~ FOR vc· . . ·- ·· 
5T2AGGLSRS A1·JD PLANS TO INSPECT THEt•i. . , . 

6. TH::'. MOST 3ZRIOUS WORK OF THE L-.JTERIOR i;JINISTRY / . 
JF"?ICI:'\LS IS !°HAT TH2 PILES OF GARB.~GE WHICH HAVE BEEN . . : . . 
:!:.:LI:~G CITY STREETS SiNCE THZ BEGINlHNG ,OF THE LUNAR . NEt;.t 
·:-::::.~. ~ CSLEBRAT IO i~ '.:i ILL 3REED AN EPIDEMIC. THEY ASKED {il'i{YtlR 
::.:.~ O'.·i 6 F~BRU;~RY TO GI3!'. FIRtti PRIORITY TO ·ARA3 REt•iOVAL:t ;·_r 
3;,J'i H~ R2PLIED THAT HOST OF THE .SANITARY WORKERS LIVE -'· lN-'}Jj{: 
T ~i.:: SG,J VA? D IST!UCT IG IA DINH F'ROV INCE AND CANNOT "FIND _;,,/iff 
:EAi~S?:J~TATIQ;~ Ii~TO TtiE CITY. ,J:!is AN INTER111 t1EASURE, diA.,_ / 
'J2~ER:J Tr~ BURllli'm OF GARBAGE Oi~ THE STREETS~ - INTERIOR : · \ , 
!7 ! ~! 1ST?.Y OFFICIALS ARS DISSATISFIED WI.TH THIS SOLUTION, AND 
AEE LOOKING FOR VAYS TO GET THE GARBAGE ~REWOVED. · . . 

7. FIELD DISSEM: STATE MACV. 7TH AIR FORCE JUSPAO CMR. 
:o~THif\i~ o;-~LY) CilJCPf~C PACFLT ARPAC ., PACAF 
~Z?O~T CLASS SEG'.1:T~ L !~OUP 1 . -
S5 0 
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Mr. Preaident: 

Thur•day 
Febr~y s. 1968 

Herewith a detailed picture of the mop 
up problem in. Saigon -- not too _bad. 

Although hta public relatiou. leave a 
lot to be de•ired, I'm not ■ure that 
Loan tan•t one of the heroes of thie 
battle thus far. 

I Att: 
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Mr. Preeident: 

Thureday 
February 8, 1968 

Herewith Ayub •end• hie thank• for 
Dr. Hurst, but say• he's recovering 
fine and the journey will not be 
neces•ary. 

W. W. Roatow 

Att: Rawalpindi 3266 

DECLA0Sn FD 
E.O. 12356, Sec. ,d(.'b) 

White House iidcline;. Feb. 'L1t 79~ 

B"+ • N.\ ( • , :1.71--e.-- /-r3/-9 L--
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?. 
ACTION SS 3G 

~ CJlZ~!Z FZ3 63 
F~ ~M2~3ASSY RA~ALPI~DI 
TO SECSTATE WASXJC IM~EDIATE 308~ 

_SEC PF I RAWALPINDI 3256 

?AS3 WHITZ HOUSE FROM AM3ASSADOR 

REF: RAWALPI~DI 3224 

1. i!LITARY SECRETARY RAFI INFORns ME THAT HE HAS SPOKtN ·ro 
?~:sr:~NT AYU3 A30UT PRESIDE~T JOHNSON'S OFFER TO . SEND 
CR. HURST, THAT PRESIDENT AYU3 ~AS DEEPLY MOVED BY THIS 

' . 

?.~2.:. 2 2:JQ'JG~•; 3266 ._ : e R E T -
T;-::;:J2:-:TFUL,i:SS, 3t.:T TEAT A TR!? HERE BY DR. · HURST WOULD NOT 
R:?~AT NOT~= NZCZSSARY SINCE HE, AYUS, IS RECUPERATING 
VZRY ;HCSL '1' Ai'lD ~JILL 3:C: .HIS. USUAL . FIJ: ·sELF·. . . 

:~. ?R:3:S !~£NT A YUB-' S II~?~OVED CONDIT ION IS · CONFIRMED ·BY FAC:! 
r::AT LC~Dn;~ S?!:CIALIST. HAS RETURNED HOi-lE ~ . . 

3, 7liIS ~JAS ~ r~osr USEFUL EXERCISE AND., I".· At•1 GRATEFUL f'CJR 
YOt:R ??:O:•iPT AND OUTGO IN$. RES?ONSE ·ro MY REQUEST. 

4. ?LEAS2 IX?~E5S MY A?PRECiATION TO DR. HURST. 

s:eFCT 



Departmen_t of State 

- se:ciiliiT 

PAGE 01 RAWALP 03224- 0708282 

EXDIS 

fROM .i',MBASSADOR 
,· ,. 

PLEASE PASS WHITE HOUSE , 
\ 

?.84 

TELE 

_ .... ' • ·t• ~~-• .., 

lo IN -~JEW UNAV~ILABILITY FIDA HASSEN BEFORE TOMORROW ·MORN[NG1 
eALLED· :oN MAJOR GENERAL RAFI.1 . MILITARY ,SECRETARv :• ro PREsioENT 

' A YUB:, TELL I NG HIM THAT . PRES I DENT ·JOHNSON w,i.,s DEE PL y CONrERNED : 
ABOUT PRESIDENT ' AYUB ($ ,,/:\ -. . . . 

iNDISPOSITION AN6 WHILE H~ ~t~RTAiNL~ H~D NO RPT NO wis~ -~Q 
.-ATTEMPT INVOLVE us GRATUI'rh(isi..y IN SITUATION., HE DID WANT_' . 

• ~ ~~ESIDENT AYUB T6 KNOW ' THAi ~I·s OWN P~RSONAL PH~SICIAN, 
o R " -Hu Rs T., w As Av A r LA s LE · r o .. cc ME : HERE · F o R co N s u L r;. r 1 a N s -· 

' '- ·. SHOULD THAT ·BE DES I RE D " • . . ' 

P~GE 2 RUQVGM 3224 6 ! CR ET . 
2 0 I PO I NTED our · THAT QR Q HURST WAS NOT ' RPT NOT . THE WHITE ; 
~OUSE PHYSICIAN BUT RATHER HAD BEEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON•S 
PERSONAL PHYSIC I AN AND~ I NT i MATE FR I END FOR MANY YEARS t' 

! ~ELT ·rHIS "TO BE AN ACCEPfABLE WAY TO LET 'THEM KNOW OF His 
PERSONAL .CREDENTtALS AND T~AT HE W~S A HEART SPECIALIST : 
WITHOUT INDICATING 0PENL.Y THAT . I t<NEW TRUE NATURE OF AYUS 
ILLNESS. ~ 

ECLASS FIED ,. 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 -. 
NL 96-19~ ,. 

By µ.4, , NARA Date fl.,;,g~91 

NOT TO B6. REPRODUCED 

·• WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 

oeS:!IC!=fBE iXECUTIVE SECRET ARY 
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3o I NOTED THAT SH0UL.D · DR. HURST ' COME, HE"E.u BEING A RES .i DENT 
OF ATL~NTA HE WOULD COMES ~s APR!VATE iouR:sr SPENDING i 
PEW DA~S HERE WITH ·H1S OLD ATLANTA PALo 

,;, • .. 
~o RAFI · WAS VISIBLY ~ND ~i~~iNELY foUCHED BY THIS THCUG~TFUL Ni SS 
BUT UNDERSTANDABLY INDICATED THAT HE WOULD OF C~U~SE WANT TO 7ALK 
WITH PRESiDENT AYU5 AND HIS PHYSIC~ANS BEFOR~ MiKING AN~ . 
RESPONSE TO THE ' OF~ER~ 

Sc NOT RPT NOT KN0 l~ ING EITHER iHE : NATURE OR T YME OF A RESPON S~ 
AND PRE~ERRING KEE~ ALL OPTIONS OPEN, - I OI6 NciT RP7 NOT MiKE 
ANT REFERENCE ro; POSS ,! Bl,.E · ARR I VAL ' DATES' 
GP"' l 0EHL.ERT .,;,~ ., , r...- .:~• • 

. 
•'-:- ~ -;--r· ~;t 

·/ 
• - .. ,,.i 

' ~ .. ' .. .. 
. . . . .,. . , 

., 

. .. '"'. <-:}/' 

• ... -
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED 

• WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 

-~EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

-. • .,<p, •- _.,_.~, ~~~· • - •· • - f ,_,. - T' - • • .,. •"Jo:';' ,r..,~-~.f'"'J"'f• -. • · . . 



Mr. President: 

Thuraday 
February 8, 1968 

Herewith the general tone of Gene 
Black's talk with Nasser -- sad and a 
bit sorry for himaelf. 

W. W. Roatow 

Att: Cairo 1572 

DEClASSIFfE 
E.O. 12.356, Sec. 3A(b) 

\X11ite :Ol :: Gu; _1 _ _j,.:-s, Feb. 24, 1983 Bv+ , N,' .. ~A. Datt> ,,il-t/-9 i-. 
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2 

4t2 \. . 
ACTION ss : 30 i 

fNF'O . MM 01, FI LE ' 0·1 , · 1032 W· 

··•"•·· ···~------·-·•• · J:·· .. 

R 0708202 FEB 68 
FM CAIRO 

DEUA~"L~ 

'FO SECSTAT-E WASHOC ·· '+37 '1 Aud ocity 7/L. ~ 9 /-~-Z, 

By~, N/uu\, ate .:2.f 4/ L,,, 

EXDJS . · 

SUBJECT• ·BLACK•NASSER ' INTERVIEwi ATMO§PHERics 

i. BLACK ' FOUND NASSER ' IN:· GOOD 'HEALTH AND ·· sPiRir's~ THEY MET 
IN ' ASWAN WHERE NASSER WAS . TAKiNG ' A" FEW ,DAYS : OF' ·c;OMPLETE · 
RE ST AND SA I D HE W A S · NOT ·. ANSWER I NG · T E:L, E PHONE ; AND , MAK I NG · 
NO DE C I S I ON s-. . . 
2• NASSER · EXPRESSED USUAL · REMARKS · ABOUT u.s: ·BIAS · TOWARDS -
! SRAEL · AND so · FORTH sur ··· BLACK -·REPORTS THESE :. WERE : MADE HORE . 
1 N soRRow THAN IN ANGER. · BL:.\CK SA io , BOTH· SHEIKH ' OF ' KUWA i r 
AND , FEYSAL ! HAD BEEN MUCH MORE Bi_ TTER ON SUBJEc:r ·~ ' 

3o NASSER WENT . iNTO! SOME LENGTH ' RE AMERICAN 'C:Ri'ItiNASSER 
SA 1q. HE '. HAD TOLD AMER AfTER ; JUNE ~ DEBACLE.':".' TH_{'j- P..~SP/ITE Mi~ITAR Y'. 
BACKGR OUNDS OF - BOTH OF' THEM, . ·BOTH : ·HAD · BECOME'.-; ,C,lVlL :l A.NS IN 

. Ir" I FTEEN YEARS. SINCE 1•952. Ir · 'THEREFORE · .ESSENT I Al.: t··coNTRoL . .. ' . \ ~ 
I • 

l . ;. 

' 
PAGE 2 RUEIVCR ~~72 SE e. R· i T . 
OF , UAR ARMEO t FORCES BE ~' PUT ', INTO THE: HANDS . OF '· PROFESSiONAL' . ' 
MILITARY • . AMER ' HAD NOT ' ACCEPTED 1·''rH is. . . •;, 

4l O NA s s ER THEN . Mus ED ON L: 0 NE L -I NE s ~ . 0 ~ . H I G H; 0 FF ;ICE , . s TAT I NG . 
. 

NOT TO lE REPRODUCED 

• "'&:OtROOT THE AUTHORIZATION : 

OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRET ARY 
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Department of -,tate TELEGRAM , 

PAGE 02 0712032 

'fHAT Si NCE 1952 AMER HAD BEEN 'THE ONLY REAL· F'R I END HE ·HAO• 
AS PRES I DENT OF THE · UAR HE COULD NOT . AF FOR O TO HAVE . ANY 
OTHER FR I ENDS• . ' THE:REF'ORE AMER DI SAP'PEARANCE · CAME --AS ,. AN; 
EXTREMELY ' 1-iEAVY BLOW• -

BERGUS 

NOTE l # ·AS -RECEIVED• 
~ORRECTION TO FOL~ow • 

. .,, 

,. 

.· 
,. 

':- .. · ,..? 
' ,.,,t 

NO,: TQ. BE REPRODUCED 

WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION 

e£f:CflftTEXECUTIVE SECRET ARY 
'=-_.,,, . " 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy predicts: 

l. Renewed attacks on Saigon, 
Danang, Dak To, and a determined attempt 
to hold Hue, based on hitherto uncommitted 
North Vietnamese forces. 

2. The time for the second 
wave is now estimated for February 10 - 11. 

3. The full scale attack at Khe 
Sanh and the DMZ area generally could come 
at any time. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NU q1z - ;2. o, 

BY. Ck , NARA Date 11-~:~7. 

• 

u:} .dlllh.o stow 

. 5. 1988 
e / -3 / -?2--" 
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 

THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

The following is my assessment of recent enemy activity and strategy: 

The enemy's objectives in th~ recent phase of his Winter-Spring 
Campaign are now clear. They were primaTily psychological and political. 
The enemy sought first, to destroy the Government of Vietnamese governmental 
appartus, second, to intimidate the people, and third, to bring about large 
scale defections from ARVN. All of these would add up to a 11general uprisingfl 
in which the citizens would join the Viet Cong ranks and thus permit the enemy 
to take over the control of major cities and areas. The military objectives of 
this phase appear to be secondary. Here the attacks were directed primarily 
against Headquarters, air installations and aircraft with. the view of injuring our 
control and our air power so as to hamper reinforcement and air support. Of course, 
there was a secondary military objective to disperse and diver·t our forces 
throughout South Vietnam. 

Since he hoped to obtain Vietnamese support from his 11general 
uprising)' the enemy used Viet Cong troops to the largest extent possible. 
Obviously these were more appropriate for use in this psychological thrust than 
North Vietnamese Army troops. Some North Vietnamese Army troops in First 
and Second Corps were used where Viet Cong strength was inadequate. He with­
held large formations, both North Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong, apparently to 
reinforce local success or to recycle his offensive at some later date. 

As to the timing, attacks in southern First and Second Corps 
(Military Region 5) commenced in the early hours of 30 January. Attacks in the 
Second Corps, Fourth Corps, and Tri-Thien commenced 24 hours later. This is 
as close to simultaneity as the eneil?-y has ever come in launching widespread 
attacks, and probably is a result of a high-level (Hanoi) decision to use the Tet 
Holidays for cover. _ In the Khe Sanh/DMZ and Due Co are of the Western Highlands, 
the enemy appeared ready to attack concurrent with his _Tet offensive, but he 
probably was delayed because of friendly operations. 

... 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ /.(A c. 03-/ 8~ 

By ~ ~ NARA, Date d- : /,,:,-P'{ 

SECttE'f /-'AV!M 

~.- .. -,-~,~..,.,,.....~""i,"l "'r~ .,'.,.'u '":"'7~~. •:.. ·., 

\. ' . .;: . . 
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In my opinion, the enemy tactical scheme £or the urban areas 
was simple, well planned, and, up to a point, effective. Viet Cong local force 
and sapper troops infiltrated the urban areas under cover of _Tet celebrations · 
and mingled with the people. Units then assembled, armed themselves, and 
attacked their targets. At the same time, supporting units-outside the ci~y 
launched attacks on airfields and other installations. Numerous POW 
Interrogations indicate that the initial attacking forces were to · seize key 
installations, paralyze Government of Vietnam installations, and start a general 
uprising--all within two to three days. Then heavier units were to reinforce to 
eliminate remaining resistance and exploit the situation. 

There was no general uprising, and the enemy holds totally no 
cities, though his units remain in city environs and con1inue harassment.he 
achieved his greatest success in Hue. Also, enemy forces lost heavily (22, 000 -
23, 000 killed and 5, 000 detainees since the commencement _of his Tet offensive}. 
On the other hand, the enemy has scored a psycholog~cal blow, possibly greater 
in Washington than in South Vietnam, since there are tentative signs that the 
populace is turning against the · Viet Cong as a result of these attacks. -, In addition, 
the enemy has succeeded in temporarily disrupting the South Vietnam economy. 

The enemy poses serious threats in the following areas: 

A. Saigon: Remnants of the local force units are still in Saigon 
but the major threat consists of the 9th Viet Cong Division now located a few 
kilometers North of Saigon; Although the evidence is thus far inconclusive, I 
anticipate that this attack will be supported by rockets into the Saigon area-­
possibly the 240MM Rocket which a POW has stated is in the area. 

B. Khe SanhlDMZ: The enemy deployment in the DMZ is well 
known and his recent attacks in the Khe Sanh area indicate he has surrounded 
that camp with two divisions. A major offensive is imminent. 

C. Danang: The 2d North Vietnamese Army Division, deployed 
west of Danang, is preparing for an attack. 

D. Dak To: The 1st North Vietnamese Army Division has again 
deployed its three regiments in the immediate Dak _To area and an attack supported 
by mortars and rockets •appears imminent. 

a:i:GR:ET/.SAVH.-
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E. Hue: The enemy occupies the southern portion of Hue 
and pockets of strong resistance exist in the Citadel Proper. The disposition 
of the 6th Regiment and Headquarters Tri-Thien Military Region coupled with 
resupply activity indicates a possible attack recycle against the city. 

· Certai;n.ly, the enemy will remain until forced to withdraw. 

We have a number of indications as to the time frame for the next 
phase of the enemys offensive. Two POWs ip Third Corps indicate a new phase 
will begin on 10 and ll.February. In First and Second Corps COMINT indicates 
the new phase will begin on 8 and 9 February. Additionally, two North Vietnamese 
Army officers captured in Laos state that the date for the renewed offensive is 
10 February. 

I believe the enemy will continue to strain the will .of the people by 
maintaining pressure on the populated <:-reas with his forces already committed. 
He probably will attempt to coordinate major offensives indicated above and 
current intelligence points to a recycle of attacks in the Saigon area, probably 
to commence on 10 or 11 February. 

f 

' L 
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INFOllMATION 

Wedlleaday, ·February 7. 1968 
7:25 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

You wlll l>e lntere■ted to ••e how 
the South Vl-,tn•~e•• evaluate the 
attack on the c ltle •. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

&PCPY ►- SA ITiZED 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N LJ 'l " _, "1 7 

BY, ~ , NARA Date s,-1 -'7 8' 

WWRostow:rln 

Ui(c) 
3A(b)(1) 



CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

Intelligence Inf onnation Cable 

P~IQRI;T'( · 

IN 46.118 

PAGE 1 OF 4 .PAGES 
STATE/INR DIA NMCC/MC (Sll:COEF JCS . ARMY NAVY AIR) CIA/NMCC NIC NSA so·o ONE CRS 

. DDI EXC, O[:'.R FBIS DCS IRS AID USIA .. 

'l'bla mo.ter1nl conta.1ns 1nforml\t1on att'ectlntt tho National Defense ot the United Sta.tes within the rneo.n!ng of tho E3p1onage Laws, Title 18, U.S.O. · 
socs. 793 and 794, tho transm!Sl:ion or revelation of which in any mo.oner to an unauthorized person 111 prohibited by lo.w. · . . 

__ ,L_/ ---_..,,.......,,r"'ai::;-;j ______ ,....,..... _________ ~,- - ____ __, I 
- tij4,515 .N INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 

-~ -- ... _ . · · . . --~···o·nasaz c1rE l -\ 
-~ · . SANITIZED - . . 

,. S'(c-) ·. 
,.4/ll>>l' }·_· 

E:O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 01sr J .F~.Bf$UfflY. J_9.6.8 
NLJ . 'IL- ;>n> .. ... · . 

By ~ , NARA Date 7~/t>-'18 . 
6 FEBRUARY 1968 

COUNTRY -SOUTH VIETNAM 

. DOI 

SUBJECT VIETNAMESE ANALYSIS Or VIET CONG TET OFFENSIVE 

ACQ _ VIETNAM, SAIGON (6 FEBRUARY 1968) FIELD NO,_[ _____ ~] 

SOURCE 

10 THERE HAS BEEN NEAR UNANIMOUS .PRAISE _BY SOUTli 

VIETNAMESE LEADERS FOR NORTH V·IETNAMESE GENERAL VO NGUYEN ,(HAP'S 

PLAN OF ATTACK, WHICH .WAS BRIU.IANTLY CONCEIVED AND. AUDACIOUSLY 

EXECUTED 0 HOWEVER, IN RETROSPECT THERE WERE ALSO SERIOUS ERRORS . . . . . . . 

IN T_HE PLAN, THE LACK OF' ARTILLERY . IN THE ATTACK ON SAIGON !S 

,. r l~>. 
,. "li)LI) 

,.S-C-c.) . . 
J. I/ tb) Lt) 
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PAGE .2 OF 4 PAGES 

( aloo1(flc,atfon) (cHttem oontrola) 

SOMEWHAT SURPRISING. A NUMBER O.F· THEORIES ARE ADVANCED, ONE 

BEING THE DISCOVERY OF A LARGE ARTILLERY CACHE BY THE AMERICANS. 

ANOTHER ATTRIBUTES TH£ ABSENCE OF ARTILLERY TO THE ELIMINATION 

OF A NUMBER OF KEY E~EMY LEADERS IN THE EARLY STAGES 

OF THE ATTACK, CAUSINO A SREADOWN IN COMMAND DECISIONS. 

IN OTHER WORDS, FOR POLITICAL REASONS, THE VIET CONG CVC) I 

NORTH VIETNAMESE CDRV) LEADERS ' WANTED TO -HOLD OFF ON THE USE OF 

ARTILLERY IN ORDER NOT TO JtOPARD.lZE THE HOPE THAT THE .POPULACE 

WOULD RISE AND SUPPOR! THEM. POSSIBLY, IT IS CONJECTURED, IF THIS 

PART OF THE PLAN FAILED, A COMMAND DECISION COULD BE MADE Tr BRING 

UP SUPPORTING FIREPOWER. HOWEVER, BY THE TIME THE LACK OF A POPULAR 

UPRISING BECAME APPARENT, KEY ENEMY LEADERS HAD EITHER BEEN KILLED 

OR ·PUT TO FLIGHT OR WERE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS WITH THEIR TROOPS. 

2. ~N'! GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (G\1N) Of:'FICIALS iEEL Tl-'AT 

THE BREAKDOWN OF WHAT HAD TO BE A VERY INTRICATE ANDHNELICATE 

COMMUNICATIONS NET1'JORK MAY HAVE BEEN A SERIOUS FLAW IN THE VC 

MASTER PLAN. COVERT AND COORDINATED, NOT TO ViB',TION C0MPAR!MENTED, 

MOVEMENT OF SUCH LARGE NUMBERS · OF PERSONNEL INTO SAIGON AND THE 

OTHER POPULATED AREAS ATTACKED, .. MUST HAVE PLACED A SEVERE STRAIN 

ON AN ALREADY DIFFICULT COMMUNICATION PROBLEM. IN THE EARlV 

SES~~l L( ______ , 
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(dUl8ffl oontroll) 

ORGANIZAT.ION PHASE THE ENEMY WAS ABLE TO BENEFIT GREATLY FROM . 

THE RELAXED ATMOSPHERE OF TET, A PERIOD WHEN THERE IS MUCH 

MOVEMEN_T· I .N THE CITY. BUT THESE FRAGILE COt'1MUNICATIONS CHANNELS 

MUST HAVE BROKEN DOWN FAIRLY RAPIDLY TO ·rHE DETRIMENT OF THE 
ATTACKING FORCE. 

3, THE LACK OF SUFFICIENT AREA KNOWLEDGE BY THOSE MEMBERS 

OF THE ATTACK FORCE NOT INDIGENOUS TO SAIGON WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY 

CONSIDERED. AFTER INDIGENOUS LEADERS WERE KILLED, OTHERS !N !NE 
ATTACK · FORCE MADE SERIOUS ERRORS DUE TO A LI\CK OF PROPER AREA 

- .KNOWLEDGE, LEADING TO THEIR CAPTURE OR DESTRUCTION.) 

4
• THE MAJOR FLAW IN GIAP•s PLAN WAS LACK OF TRUE APPRECIATION 

FOR THE FEELINGS OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. PROBABLY VC CADRES 

FROM SAIGON AND ELSEWHERE HAD CONVINCED THE ORV THAT THE VIETNA~ESE 

PEOPLE WERE SO DISCONTENTED WITH THE THIEU/KY GOVERNMENT THAT 

THEY WOULD RISE UP AND \~ELCOME THE HJVADERS AS CCMRADES ~N ARMS, 

ESPECIALLY IF THE INVADERS COULD MAKE AN IMPRESSIVE SHOW OF FORCE. 

THE TOTAL LA.CK OF SUPPORT MAY CAUSE THE DRV TO REEVALUATE ITS 

PRESENT POSITION I:N TRE SOUTH. 

5,, A SlGNlFICANI .NUMBER OF INFLUENTIAL VIETNAMESE THINK 

TH.1-S: MAY HAVE BEEN A LAST GASP EFFORT BY THE VC AND THEIR DRV 

/, S l c.) _· 
3.tfll,){I) 

t,S-lc.) 

3. 'lll>){I) 
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,.s-t.c) . 

ALLIESo THEY POINT OUT THAT MOST BRILLIANT LAST GASP EFFORTS 

SUCH AS THE ARDENNES CAMPAIGN AND MANY OF THE MOVES OF FIELD 

MARSHAL ROMMEL WERE STAGED "BECAUSE IT WAS THE ONLY COURSE 

J. 'I l l>J l-1) 

OF' ACTION OPEN TO THEM A! THAT ?ARTICULAR 1IME IN HISTORY". IN 

BRIEF, IT IS ALTOGETHER POSSIBLE THAT GIA? ORDERED THE ATTACK NOT 

BECAUSE HE FELT THAT HE WAS OPERATING FROf'1 A POSITION OF' STRENGTH, 

BUT BECAUSE HE WAS OPERATING FROM A POSITION OF DESPERATIONo 

60 FIELD DISSEM: STATE USMACV 7TH AIR FORCE DIR/JUS?AO (MR. 

ZORTHIAN ONLY) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF r . ..s-t. e) 

REPORT CLASS SECRE~ [ ~ 8RO~P 1 ,3. '/l.4) {I) . 

SE QR i 1' 



MEMORANDUM INFORMATION :ft 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASUINGTON 

Wednesday, February 7, 1968 -- 7:20 p.m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: News Media Contacts 

Today I met, separately, with Saville Davis, Christian Science Monitor, 
Jack Leacacos, Cleveland Plain Dealer,. and Jack Sutherland, U.S. News 
and World Report, on the situation in Vietnam. 

Leacacos was easy to deal with because he understands that we are in 
the middle of a battle and now is no time f~r hand-wringing. He had 
studied the documents. He believes that the only failure that could be held 
against us -- and this is only in terms of standards of history -- is a 
failure of imagination in the field': they knew something was going to 
happen at Tet; they all knew about the great uprising; but they did not 
translate - - at least by insisting that the South Vietnamese act - - on the 
possibility of the generalized attack on the cities. He does not plan to 
write about this. He has been trying to keep his editors cool and the 
battle in perspective. 

With Saville Davis and Jack Sutherland, I used the same materials: 
prisoner of war reports; reports from the field on cooperation and 
revival in the Delta; material on casualties; an account of reorganization 
of the Viegnamese government; etc. I took the line we were in the middle 
of an important battle; the first stage had not gone badly for our side; the 
battle was not yet over and its outcome would depend on the scale of 

w~re 
further attacks on the cities and how they/handled; the continued vitality 
of the Vietnamese government; the outcome of Khe Sanh and otrer frontier 
battles; and the steadiness of U. s. public opinion. 

I told Saville Davis this was no time for hand-wringing but for his 
newspaper to explain intelligently what was in £act going on and what 
facts we now have. 

My problem wit~ Jack Sutherland was different. U.S. News and 
World Report plans an issue devoted to 'alternative new policies in Vietnam. 11 

ranging from all-out- nuclear war to bug- out. Having often briefed Jack 
Sutherland on the winter- spring offensive -- and given him all .the docun1ents 
·r argued that the proper thing for them to do was discuss the battle under 
way; not the problems that might or might not arise once the battle was 

· over. I gave him much the same materials on·the shape of the battle that 
'->. 

I gave to Saville Davis. I told him that I-hoped the U.S. News and World 
Report would behav~ in the midst of the affair like Americans and not like 
.Frenchn1.en - - all this is with old friends and in good spirit.· 
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Yesterday, February 6, I had a good session with Tom Lambert, 
Los Angeles Times, briefing him along the same lines I did the three 
men today. He said it was important because the Los Angeles Times 
11was getting wobbly. 11 I told him to tell his bosses to study the _facts 
-and keep cool; that this wasn't the first important battle in which 
Americans had ever been involved. 



INF o /(_fr/ 19 TI o;v 

WecbMaday, Febraary 7, 1968 -- 4:30 PM 

Mr. Preaideat: 

Ben Oehlert offered Dr. Hurat• • ■ervicea tor 
Aye a■ inatructed. The reapoue wa.a a warm thank you 
and a promiff to let ua know lf and when be l• needed. 

Dr. Hurat want• ua to be aure to tell you that he 
1a ready to 10 at a.ay tlme. We are ill clo•• contact with 
him ancl can 1•t him on bi■ way whenever we 1•t a ■lsnal 
from Pakiatan. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

EKH/TID" 



SECI.J!T 

INFORMATION 

W .... ■day. Feltrv.uy 7, 1968 
4:00 p.m. 

Mr. Pl'e•ldeat: 

Herewltll 0\11' &tr aa..atol'f 111 Sotdll­
eaat A•la. total• a.ad lay c01llltry: 
detalle4, 1tJ typea, attached. T1ae total. 
la re■poaN to year ~-•u-. pnwe• to 
N not 1900 lt11t 5614. -

W. W. lloatow 

HettET 

W'WRoatow:rla 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

X'hire. HOllSe Guidclinec;, ,_._ •~. 24, 1983 

Av~ , NAR,\ , D;._ : /--4!-'f2-



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
· WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

Authority..,4:a~""-111:~~--­

By--9-", N.A.1 
February 7 , 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT : Aircraft Deployed in Southeast Asia (U) 

This memorandum is to respond to your request for information 
concerning aircraft deployed in Southeast Asia. Attached is a sum­
mary table setting forth aircraft deployed in operationa1·,units 0 ·in-­
Southeast Asia as of January 24, 1968, by aircraft model and by 
Service. These data, excluding support aircraft on Guam , T a iwan , 
and Okinawa are briefly summa!ized as follows : 

Total U. S. aircraft by type 

Fighter/ attack aircraft 
Other fixed- wing aircraft 
Helicopters 

Actual 
January 24, 1968 

972 
1 , 635 
3,007 

Total U . S . aircraft in Southeast Asia . ··, 5 , 614* 

Total U. S. aircraft by country 

Vietnam in- country 
Carriers off Vietnam 
Thailand 

Total U. S . aircraft in Southeast Asia 

4 , 810 
264 
540 

5 , 614* 

*Does not include 115 aircraft on Guam , Taiwan, and Okinawa 
assigned to support SEA operations . 

Enclosure 

GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3 year intervaln; 

Declassified after 12 years. 
[)OD Dir. 5200.10 

SECRET • , 'l>.r .. '· X 0830 _____ _ 
S · D ·"' Cont :n1'• --------"'.'_-_--__ _ e_c e;.i. _____ __ .· -· - · 
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Aircraft Model Air For ce · ArJJ1.y Havy H.2.rinC $ ! _ '.i:otal 

FIXF.D HING 

·' 

Aj-
EA:-1 
EAL3 
KP)-3 
RA-3 
A-4 
TA-4 
M-5 
A-6 
EA-6 

·A-7 
A-37 
A-26 
T:..28 

.. B-52 
B-57 

. RB -57 
EB-66 
F-4 
RF-4 
F-8 
RF-8 

. TF-9 
E?-1O 

· F-100 
RF-:101 
F-1O2 
F-1O5 
E-1 
E-2 
OP-2 
SP-2 
P-3 
S-2 
C-1 

. . C-7 (CV-2) 
-c-47 
AC-47 
EC-47 

. C-117 
EC -121 

. c/uc-123 
C-130 
HC-130 . 
KC -13O 
KC-135 
RC-135 

41 

25 
12 
8 

6'1 I 

23 
· 3 
24 

.206 
73 

199 
17 
24 

105 

- . 

82 
15 
29 
44 

28 
82 

. 110 
I' 14 

. 8o" 
: ~ 6 

·. -

-.. 

6 . 

-· 

11 52 
3 · 
6 

3 
6 

12 12 
3 

61 55 
3 

ll6 
5 5 

11 11 
24 23 

4 
47 

l• r 

14 lh 
25 
12 
8 

67 
23 
3 

Z4 
57 50 313 

21 94 
14· 14 

3 3 
3 3 
8 8 " 

i ; · 199 
I 17 I 

, . 24 

! 105 

12 
8 

19 
6 

3 3 
82 
15 

- . ti 
7 7 

4 32 
82 

110 
11, ,._ '-I' 

5 a5o 
6 

> 



Airci·aft Model 

. .E1Et1l ... }Jl:'.'!G - Continued 
OV-1 

·0-1 
0-2 
U-1 
U-2 
u-6 
U-8 
U-10 
U-21 
US-2 

Total U.S. Fi..-xed Wing 

RELICOP'l'ERS 
AfI-1 
UH-1 
UR-2 
Cn-3 
HH-3 

· SH-3 
OH-6 
OH-13 
OR-23 
UH-34 
EH-1}3 
CR-46 
CH-47 
CH-53 
HH-53 
CR-54 

Total Eelico?~ers 

TOJ:AL U.S. AIRCR~"f 

VNAF AIRCRAFT 
A-1 

- F-5 . 
·C/RC-47 
Utility (o-1, U-6, U-17) 
Helicopter (CH-34) 

THAI AIRCRAFT 
Fighter (F-86) 
Anti-submerine (S-2) ._ 
Transport 
Trainer 
Utility 
Helicopter 

TOTAL SOU:'R.'2..L\ST AS J.A 
• 

• I 
Air Force ; Army 

I 

I 

17~ 
150 

2 

32 

1,676 

12 

.-
30 

,. ' -.... ,, 6 

-65 

1, 71~1 I 
I 

_. j --- .- ------

l 
I 
' 

88 
298 

38 _ 

69 
. 4!~ 

4i 

77 
125 
161. 

. 209 

-
15 

2,593 

3,177 

· ., 20 

) 9 

I 

To.blc J.21~ 

14 

110 

es· 
487 
150 

38 
2 

69 
!,4 
32 
4l 

2 

, 23 
2,086 

9 
. 3· 
14 

. 77 
125 
161 
110 
30 

109· 109 
. 209 

I 
I 
I 

··; _ .. 30j 3'.) . . ,, 

~---1 •. : . __ J_ 
320 ! 3,007 29 

i 280 l 

70 
19 
32 

114 
68 

303 

41 
6 

22 
99 

.~. 12 
L., __ 2__;:21.--
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DECLASSIFIED lNFORMA TION 

Authority (½ok/?J-2.F-?~ ·..us'- ~-/'Af'CJ 

By #3/J . NARA. Dare e<-~ -9 ~ 

OONFIDENTIA t. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

W .... N&J, Felt1'11&1T 7., 1968 -- 3:SO p.m. 

Wltll respect to tbe ECONOMIST article: 

1. I aaree With the baalc coacbuloa::1 : Thia la lt. 

2. Exactly •• the document aai.W, tlaey Mft, for wlaateYer re•-•• 
dee lcled to will or 1••• the war la the week• and moatha ahead. 

3. We clo aot kaow llew m11eh tlley JaaYe left after tile firat attack 011 . 

the cltie•• Dat 1t la my feellas at the pr•••• time that they wW coatlaa,e 
to uee wbateYer ••••ta they have to coatbule to attack the eltle• with two 
aJecthies: · 

.... To bJ to eld\aut the VletauneN mllltary aad cwll apparan• 
wlalch haa takea tae flrat abock well bat ha• little deptla; 

..... To force We.ty to commit to tbe battle bl. the cltle■ tile 
. reaerveti ae--4 to hold Kh• Saab. · 

la aa..-t, tbe ECONOMIST mar •••wne tllat the ba~le of the cltiea, a• a 
· aerlou 4'lftr•l011UY operaUoa. la more Marly·over thaa. .la fact, lt will 
pl"OYe to .... 

4. la tlua cOIIMctloa, l mut tell ,... that 1 f01Uld Bu Wlaeeler' • 
·atatemeata at tile NSC meetlaa llb a fir•~ll la the alp.t; that la. a moft 
■erlou warataa. We.ty has Nea forced to commit some of lll• 11alt• from 
the Alr Ca• Dlvlaloa aatl the l0lat Airl,erae to aappert the battle for the. 
cltlea. Mea1nrllila, the North Vletaameae aalta eppoelte Dalt To aad elN­
where aloaa the weatera froatler baYe aot beea committed.~ 

The c:aptared clocmneata ladlcate tlt.at Haaol'• 1-rala are ._ry 
cCNUClou of the limit to Weat,•• own reaerv-e fore••• 

5. Slace thla la a battle whlca may determlae the •u.pe of .A.ala fer a 
••ry 1.., time ... - •• well aa the U. S. poaltl- oa ~• world aceae -~ lt l• a 
battle that nua.t be woa. Therefore. I am bacllaed to WIik. •• of tb.1• a.fteraooa, 
that we are c:loN to the time whea we ahollld: . 

ny the 81■t Alrltor• oat to Vleta&mi 

Extead eallatmeata la Vletllam. aad ei..-.hen; 
Call lip' reserve ii etc •. 1 eetfPft)ij;~ 
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,. We may 1M ule to walt a •ay or •• becaue it l• ,..alt.le that 
we haft eo damapcl th• Viet Coq m.ala force alt• that attacked tile 
c ltle• that they will aot have the capaclty to est.ad for lona the flpt 
1a H•• Clloloa, DaH•I• amt Dalat. But for waat lt la worth, my 1• 
feellaa l• till• 1• one where we had better be aafe thaa eorry. 

Haria& aald that. I wcnalcl uclerll.ae that my military t1aallftcatloa■ 
coaalat la oace ha•lal rl••• ae hltll. •• the ra.ak 0£ Major la the plaaalaa 
ol '-Cllllblac operatloaa. 

w. w. aoatow 

WWRo•tow:rla 

~ 60HRDENTIA 'L 



February 3, 1968 
~ • 

. . ' . 
General Giap has set it rolling. This is the big battle, at last. who . trieci. ·•n:olding a ·city against armoured troops were the 
Beautifully synchronised, and timed for the middle of the Hungarians in 1956, and remember what happened to them. · 
truce, the. action he opened this week should settle the · And if the allies do regain control, this week's attacks will look 
Vietnam war one way or the other. General Giap is one of in retrospect like a pretty desperate adventure. The casualty 
the best tactical commanders of our generation. He seizes the ·count-it was 5,000 Vietcong against · 530 allied dead by 
local initiative by moving his troops faster than anyone has· a Thursday, though the figures may conceal a lot of civilian 
right to expect given the other side's control of the air. And he casualties-was bound to go against the attackers : that is 
is a master of the surprise diversion. This week's attacks by the what happens when _ you throw yourselves at the enemy's 

._Vietcong on eleven South Vietn1lmese cities unmistakably bear . strongpoints. The probability is t,-iat it will also end up as a 
his stamp : though the Vietcong is nominally an independent · propaganda def eat for the Vietcong. Certainly the Vietcong 
armv, its last known commander was a North Vietnamese could not be stopped from getting into the cities. That will 
gen~ral and it does not plunge in like this unless General Giap . impress the nervous. But in doing so the suicide squads ha\'e 
gives the word. In all these things-and in the way he cannot caused a lot of civilian deaths. This time it is the Vietcong's 
stop himc;elf jumping in to take tactical control at the key victims in the horror-pictures : that should help to restore 
moment in the fight-..-General Giap is remarkably like another the balance of emotion about this war. 
great tactical commander: Erwin Rommel. . For a time, at mid-week, a lot of people thought that this 

But he may resemble Rommel in another way too. Rommel was the big attack and that the communist build-up arourid_ 
in north-west Europe in 1944 was a master-tactician trying to Khe Sanh in the · north-west corner of the country·:.w~ :a,., 
cope with what he knew was in the long run a strategically diversion to pull American troops away. It is almost ceit~inlyf 
hopeless situation. The more one looks at the offensive General the other way round. It is ~t. I<he Sanh that General Giap 'is·: 
Giap has been running since the autumn, and which led to • looking for _a victory that · wlll'~c:_hieve his ,political purpose ;· 
the attacks on the towns this week, the more it looks as if tlte raids on the cities are a ·diy.e{Sion_ to ~raw the Americans' 
its real aim is not a military one at all: Its aim, is political: if . attention away from the testing.phi.c:e. 
possible, to shake American public opinion into electing a The campaign that Gencrat O,tap la:unche_d : at the end of 
peace-making president in November ; failing that, . ,to .get last summer has followed a perfectly ·clear pattern. First he 
negotiations going on relatively favourable terms before the made an artillery attack on the marines' base at Con Thien, 
Americans' firepower eats deeper and deeper into the com- near the demilitarised zone in the far north. The Americans 
munists' hold of the back-country. General Giap might have duly. sent reinforcements scurrying up from farther south. He 
preferred to hold his hand until closer to November, but he is then launched his North Vietnamese and Vietcong infantry, 
obliged to strike now because the weather will turn against. from jumping-off points in Cambodia and Laos, into a seric-s 
him in the spring. It is an attempt, coqducted with brilliant of attacks starting in the south and moving steadily north­
tactical dash, to force a settlement before it is too late. wards: at Loe Ninh, Dak To and now Khe Sanh. The fact 

Three years ago, before the Americans sent their army in, that each new attack has taken place to the north of the 
these attacks on South Vietnam's cities would have been the '· previous· one is a tribute to the effect of the Americans' bomb­
last stage of the guerrillas' war: having mastered the country- ing of his supply lines. It takes him about eight weeks, under 
side, they would have been mopping up the towns according this hammering from the air, to assemble a force big enough 
to ~Iao's schedule. Unless everybody has been wrong about for a major fight. If President Johnson had called off the 
Vietnam, they arc not capable of this now. The Americans bombing, General Giap could have put in more attacks, at 
have been made to look foolish by losing control of part of quicker intervals, and he could have darted from point to 
their own emba55y in Saigon. They will be in serious trouble point -much more nimbly. At Khe Sanh he is now at the 
if they and their allies cannot root the Vietcong squads out stump-end of his supply lines. The battle that is presumably 
of all the cities attacked this week. But it 'is very difficult for going to take place at Khe Sanh this m_onth may be his last 
little bands of men with small arms to hold out' in street- chance of taking the off cnsive before the monsoon clc-ars 
fighting against a determined regular ·army. The last people away from this part of Vietnam in April ; and when thr 



. monsoon goes the sky will be wide open to the Americans' 
airpCJw Cr. 

This was the setting for this we'b.,S attacks on the cities. 
ij'he decision .to set the whole campaign under way was pre­
sumably taken in the middle of last summer, when the 
American public opinion polls began to show a sharp decline 
. in the Americans' popular support for the war. The commu­
nist attacks at Loe Ninh and Dak To were bloody failures, 
and in December the polls seemed to show th.aJ_ the Americans 
were recovering their self-confidence. It is all·the more import­
ant for Korth Vietnam that the Khe Sanh attack should 
succeed. This must be why President Ho Chi Minh took the 
enom1ous risk of giving the Vietcong the order to go for the 
cities. It is something he never dared to do before, even in 
the chaotic months of 1965 and early 1966 when the Saigon 
government was rocking on its feet and the Americans had 
just started. coming ashore to help it out. If he is taking the 
risk now, it i!; because he feels he must. 

The confrontation now taking place could well be decisive. 
President Ho and General Giap know the score. So far this 
winter they have lost the big-unit battles. The communists 
have taken far heavier casualties than the Americans have ; 
American opinion at home has hardened in support of the 
,,.-ar. l\'or has the decision to drav,, the Americans into a series 
of big battles stopped the allies from slowly whittling down 
the area the Vietcong controls .. The statistics are moving 
against the communists where it matters: in the number of 
people under each side's governance ; in the miles of roads 
relatively secure from attack ; in · the casualty ratios. They 
are moving slowly, but they are moving. And North Viet:­
nam's leaders know that after the presidential election there 
will be very little they can .do ·to recapture the advantage. 

The next President, if he is still committed to the war, will 
have three years in which he can ram the allies' military 
superiority home virtually at will. The Russians and the 
Chinese have made their position pretty plain. One or both 
of ·them might intervene if North Vietnam were invaded, 
though even that is far from certain. But short of that they 
are leaving it to the North Vietnamese. If the Vietnamese 
.communists accept the failure of their attempt to put their 
sort of government into power in Saigon, Russia and China 
will accept it too. 
. So unless General Giap's regulars and the Vietcong 
irregulars do something about it now, they will be on a long, 
unstoppable slide downhill. And "now" means by April, when 
the planes will once more have an uninterrupted view through 
the clouds in the . northern part of the country, which is the 
part General Giap can still get at. It has always been obvious 
that this war will have to end in a politic.al settlement. Neither 
side wants, . or has the power,. to kill or capture the entire 

enemy army. The question is whether it will be a settlement 
that makes South Vietnam into a communist-run country or 
leaves it to develop under a pluralist system. It is a decision 

. that will send its effects rippling through the rest of southern 
Asia. The.big push that has now begun-General Giap's right­
hook at Khe Sanh, coupled with the Vietcong's demonstration 
in the towns-is intended to hustle Mr Johnson into accepting 

• the sort of negotiations that will eventually leave South Viet­
nam to the communists ; or, if l\fr Johnson won't, to frighten 
the Americans into electing someone else who will. It is up 
to the soldiers. If the allies cannot reassert their control over 
Saigon and the other big towns, the An1ericans will have to 
negotiate their way on to the troopships. But if they hold the 

· towns, and stop Giap at Khe Sanh, they will have won the 
upper.hand in the war, and in the peace talks. 

Who'I! Tall< to Pyoragy_ang? 

President Johnson is playing it cool ·in the other Asian crisis with North Korea over 
the Pueblo 

When Vietnam exploded President Johnson wa.c; still trying 
to find. a way out of his other Asian crisis : the one in Korea. 
The first and obvious American reactions to the North Korean 
seizure of the Pueblo were to send warships· into the Sea 
of Japan and urgent messages to Moscow. To nobody's 
surprise, the arrival of the carrier Enterprise near the Korean 
coast did not bring about the immediate; return of the seized 
ship or the 83 members of its crew. The White House 

revealed on January 24th that the initial'request for Russian 
help in securing a quic;k retrieval " had not had satisfactory 
results." President Johnson proceeded to call up his diplomatic 
reserves as' well as air force ones. His ambassador in Moscow 
embarked on 'what may become a series of visits to the 
Soviet foreign ministry. Similar moves began in Warsaw 
and the capitals of other communist countries (the United 
States has no man in Pyongyang). Discretion surrounds thig 
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kind of action, 'but it can be assumed t1- quite a number of 
non-communist governments that have ~ ations with North 
Kort1a have also been asked to approach it. Indonesia's 
foreign minister has revealed that it is one of them. 
• Washington rightly refused to take the first Soviet rebuff 
as final, or as meaning that the Russians could not see their 
own interest in getting this affair settled peacefully. It is a 
double interest. Russia is outstandingly reliant on intelligence 

x ... -. . 
ships of the Pueblo type, and could hardly afford to let their 
seizure become an established custom. This reinforces the 
Soviet disinclination to let the Korean situation itself get 
right out of hand, or worsen to such an extent that it would 
eclipse all prospect of further Russo-American collaboration 
on the non-proliferation treaty or anything else. It was, 
again, no surprise when Mr Kosygin and the officials who 
accompanied him on his trip to India last week started to 
drop encouraging hints about Korea there, even while back 
in Moscow the party press was making routine rude noises 
and keeping mum about any idea of Russian conciliation. 

Mr Kosygin was quoted as depicting the Pueblo affair 
as a very minor one, susceptible of being cleared up without 
widespread international involvement ; and his. entourage 
gave a reminder that last year three Russian vessels were 
fined for fishing in American coastal waters, and then duly 
released. Also attributed to the Soviet visitors in India was 
a suggestion that the crew of the Pueblo might be exchanged 
for communist infiltrators captured in South Korea. This 
idea was at once dismissed as " preposterous " by a South 
Korean government spokesman, and in fairness to the 
Russians it should be said that there is no confirmation that 
they initiated any such idea. . 

l\-1eanwhile the Americans worked steadily through all 
the available international mechanisms, from the Red Cross 
to the group of 16 countries whose troops fought under the 
United Nations flag in the Korean war. But at first they 
were justifiably reluctant to seek a public debate in the UN. 
Since · the last bid to conclude a formal peace in Korea 
failed at the 1954 Geneva conference, the UN has continued 
to figure in North Korea's eyes as the opposing party on the 
other side of the famous table at Panmunjom across which 
so many charges of violations of the armistice have been 
vainly hurled. To Pyongyang even more than to Peking, 
the UN remains the " enemy." 

Successive General Assemblies have extended the life of 
the UN commission on Korean reunification, called for 
nation-\.,,·ide free elections, and approved the retention in 
Soµth Korea.of residual UN forces (almost entirely American) 
as long as may prove necessary. A resolution covering these 
points :,,,·as duly adopted last November, after a familiar tussle 
about inviting North Korea to take part in the debate,. and 
after a less usual, more ominous, report (presented by Mr 
Goldberg) had shown that armistice violations and similar 
incidents had multiplied twelvefold in r 967's first ten months. 

Pyongyang, like Peking, has few really enthusiastic friends 
among the UN member states these days ; it was left to 
Cambodia, Congo-Brazzaville and Yemen to present the 
latest demand for the winding up of the reunification com­
mission, although Russia gave them its backing. The assembly 
rejected the communist states' proposal that North Korea 
should participate in the debate without conditions ; it ruled 
that Pyongyang must first acknowledge the UN's competence 
and authority in Korean matters ; and this condition, as 
usual1 proved unacceptable to the North Koreans. 

When . Mr Johnson did resort to the UN last week, he 
did so more in order to offset the demands for swift military 
action that were resounding through Congress than in hope 
·of getting satisfactory results . . The Security Council debate 
opened to the accompaniment of a North Korean announce-

II 

ment that it was " 'erly illegal " and that any resolution 
it might produce wo.....,A be " null and void." In the council, 
however, only Algeria joined Russia and Hungary in opposing 
the American request for a debate ; and the adjournment 
for private consultations after the second day of speechmaking 
at least kept open possibilities of progress that might have 
been closed by too many formal statements of position. 

Mr Goldberg, in his opening statement, stressed the 
American desire to settle the affair by diplomatic means 
" if at all ·possible," but argued that the removal of the 
threat to peace required not only the prompt release of the 
Pueblo and its crew but also the ending of the " pattern of 
armed transgressions " against South Korea. In fact the 
early release of the crew alone would def use this crisis, 
as things now stand. Optimists have found hope for this 
possibility in the North Koreans' remarks at Panmunjom 
about their intention of keeping the ship--with no reference 
to its crew ; their playing up of its captain's purported 
"confession"; and their delay in committing themselves 
to staging a " trial." 

Some people are now recalling Mr Hammarskjold's venture 
to Peking in 1955, which led China to return i5 American 
airmen whom it had not released after the Korean armistice 
and had sentenced to imprisonment. The then Secretary­
General had been asked to do whatever he could to this 
end by an assembly resolution from which, however, he 
skilfully det.ached himself, knowing that the Chinese would 
not even start talking if he ref erred to a text that condemned 
their action and emanated from a body that excluded them. 
This experience may have influenced Canada's initiative 
last week. Its ambassador at the UN, Mr George Ignatieff, 
sought agreement that a " good offices " intermediary should 
go to Pyongyang-without formal Security Council authority. 
He noted with keen interest the off er of " such assistance as 
may be possible" made by Mr Torsten Nilsson, the foreign 
minister of Sweden, which still maintains a tenuous position 
in Korea as a member of the neutral supervisory commission 
formed in 1953. 

Almost simultaneously the Ethiopian ambassador, Mr 
Makonnen, proposed inviting North Korea to expound its 
side of the Pueblo case before the Security Council. Mr 
Goldberg's reaction was that the crew should first be returned. 
But Mr Makonnen's proposal, which the Russians publicly 
endorsed, remained prominent in the continuing consultations 
among Security Council members, along with suggestions that 
both sides should ease the atmosphere by making reciprocal 
gestures-the Americans perhaps halting their military 
build-up while the North Koreans disclaimed the idea of 
staging a trial-and that talks might start in Geneva. 

Some bringing together of the Canadian and Ethiopian 
approaches might yet bear fruit. An emissary might have a 
chance of getting a fair hearing in Pyongyang if the North 
Koreans wanted to have the opportunity of sounding off 
in New York. But one obvious risk is that a fiery North 
Korean debut at the UN-with an inevitable South Korean 
counterpoint, and all this against the grim backdrop of the 
latest news from Vietnam-conld seriously reduce the room 
for manoeuvre that Mr Johnson has managed to establish. 

Meanwhile, the present activity at the UN is fulfilling its 
sound old function of winning time-time for passions to cool 
arid for the possibilities of discreet leverage on the North 
Koreans to be exploited. Maybe they will not listen to a 

. Swede, or an Indonesian, or a Pakistani or Algerian ; maybe 
they will not even pay much heed to . a Russian in their 
present mood. But the Americans have given .everyone their 
chance: of all the UN's diplomats, there may yet be one 
destined to go down in history as the man who averted the 
second Korean war. 
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