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Tueaday, February 13, 1968 
10:05 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•uleat: 

Here l• the exact me••••• •• 1 
reM lt to Cy and be wW receive lt. 

T.be Sltuatloa Room wlll forward. 
hb re■poaae when lt l• received. 

1 wW be Informed at hom,e. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

WWRoatow:rla 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N L.J C/ I, -;;a o ;:,.. 

By ~ -, NARA Date ~f~t 7 
'£8:t'l ~l!!C:RE'P FL:M~H ... 

·VIA C.AS CHANNELS February 13, 1968 

FOR MR. CYRUS VANCE, SEOUL. FROM WALT ROSTOW 

This la a. back up message in ca11e our telephone circuit does· not . 

work. 

1. President wishes me to make a final check on your judgment 

concerning a. stop in Saigon before you return to Washington. · 

2. The purpose o! the trip would be: 

-- To assess the military and political situation_ and report to 

the President; 

To underline for 'l'hleu the urgent need for vigorous action _ 

on certain fundamental problems; 

-- To join with colleagues 1n Washington 1n assessing the need 

for a. call up of reserves Ln the wake of the dispatch to Westmoreland of 

6 battaliono. · On this matter the clock la ticking.· Congress will be ba.ck 

next Tuesday. · 

3. Although the President would value greatly your judgment on the 

Vietnamese situation, he does not wlah to endanger or. diminish the results 

of your effort 1n Seoul.· · On Ba.lance, Sec. Busk believes it unwise £or you 

to go to Saigon. Secretary McNa.n'la.ra, on balance, supports the trip to 

Saigon. The Preside·nt le not asking you to go. He does not wish to 

overrule your judgment on the spot or Sec. Rusk's judgment'here. l-Ie 

wisllea, however, your assessment ae of thla ~oment before making a 

i'.i.nal decision. Would your going on to Saigon sl.gni!lc:antly endanger or 

TOP SECRET · ~ · 



.., toP szenT ~ 
-2-

diminish the value of what you have been able to achieve 1n Seoul or 

might be able to achieve there? 

4. Seen from this distance, lt ·soema possible that President Park 

might wish you to visit Vietnam: 1n the end. hls stake there is at least 

as great as ours. 

5. But what we want . ls your completely candid and unencumbered 

net judgment a.a of this tlme. 

WWRostow:rln 

,.... "?OP SECRET 

<f) 



INFORMATION 

T•N&J', Feltnary lJ, 1968 · 
8:30 p.m. 

Deala WarMr 11 aa ION and 
dlapa••l-ta a npert.r oa Vletaam 
•• tiler• la. 

Thla ••••J oa KIie Saah ud DI.ea 
Blea Ph• wlll latereat yoa. 

W. W. Roatow 

Fel»ruary 22, 1'68 
THE REPORTER 

WWRoatow:rln 



l(he Sanh and Dien· Bien Phu 

To ~toST WESTERNERS, Dien Bien 
Phu was simply a battle that lost 

the Indochina \Var for the French. 
To General Vo Nguyen Giap, who 
won that battle and has now 
launched his divisions against the 
allied forces on an all-embracing 
front ranging from the swamps of 
the Camau Peninsula to the green 
mist-covered mountains of Khe Sanh 
and including every city and town 
of note in the land, it has a much 
more complex meaning. 

As major battles of history go, 
Dien Bien Phu was no great shakes. 
It was no Mukden or Passchendaele 
or Stalingrad. The French toll was 
16,200 troops killed or captured, a 
cruel blow by any standards but 
far short of total military disaster. 

16 

... ~ ---....--~ ... -- ....... 
~ ~- .. -

DENIS WARNER 

As a battle fought for political gain, 
however, it succeeded beyond mea­
sure for Giap. Diplomats gathered in . 
Switzerland for the first session of 
the Indochina phase of the Geneva 
Conference opened their newspapers 
at their breakfast tables to read that 
Dien Bien Phu had fallen. The 
French had lost a major negotiating 
asset. 

As a backdrop to the Geneva de­
liberations, the long, tragic lines of 
French Union prisoners began their 
forced march across the mountains 
to the coast. Wounded and weary 
men dropped in hundreds along the 
jungle tracks and thousands more 
were taken by sickness and disease. 
French planes caught occasional 
glimpses of the limping columns 

and of new heavy batteries of anti­
aircraft guns and artillery rolling 
down the Tonkin roads from China, 
whose principal target was the con­
ference table in Geneva rather · than 
t.he high-flying fighter planes and 
bombers. "E\'ery Communist . must 
grasp the truth: political power grows 
out of the barrel of a gun," Mao 
Tse-tung had dictated. Political 
shells from Giap's new guns burst 
among the faltering statesmen of the · 
'\Vest and shot them down. 

Giap has neither forgotten the 
lesson nor for a moment abandoned 
his hopes of another, if different, 
Dien Bien Phu. He believes that in 
a small colonial or semi-colonial 
country such as Vietnam, a war of, 
national liberation should not be·· 
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fought to the bitter end in the field 
but only to the point where the 

· enemy can be brought to the co11-
ference table and there clecisiYcly 
defeated. Politics. in effect, is the 
logical extension or war. To win a 
~real political victory, howe,•cr, 
there must first he a bi~ military 
success, and of this there has never 
been a better example an"whcre 
than Dien Bien Phu. 

Repetition and Surprise 
All recent talk from Hanoi and the 
:\'ational Liberation Front o[ fip;ht­
ing while negotiating, of a coalition 
government, ancl such developments 
as the united-front policy that was 
:rnnounced by the :--:1.F last August 
ha,·e their origi,is in the Dien Bien 
i•Jw concept. ,vhaL we arc seeinJ.?; 
110w in Vietnam is history being re­
enacted by one of the principals. 
To carry the general offensive from 
the jungles and pac!dy fields i11to 
the heart of every city and town 
while enveloping the U.S. Mari11es 
;1t Khe Sanh is a tactic that differs 
only in detail from the one Giap 
employee! in the general offensive 
against the French. 

This is not to st1g/!;est that it has 
heen without surprise. Giap's mili­
tary accomplishments, and they are 
many, have of necessity depe11clcd 
\ignificantly on his use of surprise . 
. \gainst the French he had 11eitlwr 
tanks nor planes. He acquired real 
;1rtillery ~upport only for the 1.er-
111inal battle at Dien Bien Phu. ( :ir­
e 11mwmces forced him to fight the 
t l\ 'Crt \\"ith the cm·en. 

.\s Gi:ip interpreted French plan, 
in 1953. General Henri N:i\·ane, 
the Frend1 commander-in-chief, ill­
tended to concentrate his forces in 
rhe Red River Delta of Tonkin <lllr­
ing the fall and winter of 1953 witl1 
rhe object of destroying the Viet­
minh's guerrilla bases and of cou­
pling this activity with a major at-
1;ick in less firmly held Vietminh 

,..,.,~,.,"',.'!' 22. 1968 

zones in the south . Thereafter. if 
this proved successful, he. intended 
to move his 111;1 in forces back to the 
north for a set-piece showdown with 
the Vietminh battle corps. This w.is 
.i somewhat more afr1bitious inter­
pretation of Navarrc's hopes than 
the general would have been tempt­
ed to venture himself. but it was 
basically accurate. In broad outli11e, 
the Navarre plan did not differ very 
substantially from (~eneral \-\7illiam' 
C. 'iVestmorcland's · campaign lo 
search out and destroy the main-force 
Vietcong and North Vietnamese 
Hnits, while Revolutionary Develop­
ment teams under the protection o[ 
South Vietnamese government forces 
went ahout the task of pacification. 

BY THE s11Ml\1ER of 19:i!l, General 
Navarre had eighty-four mobile 

battalions under his command. more 
rhan half of which were concentra­
ted in the Red River Delta, where 
a pacification offensive was in full 
swing. By the fall he had taken the 
initiative, seizing Dien Bien Plrn, the 
gate"·ay to Laos. and staging a dra- • 
matic paratroop action against t:he 
Vietminh's main China supply base 
at Langson. 

Jf Ciap had been a more t·on-

ventional soldier. he would have 
been primarily concerned to counter 
the French moves. Hut he was highly 
unco,wentional, and this was a crit­
ical moment or the war. Jh meeting 
the French challeng·e in the· Delta, he 
knew he would have run grave risk 
of defeat. By an immediate attack on 
Dien Bien Phu with his main forces, 
he would have risked leaving the 
way open for French mobile units 
to invade his own free zones. He 
decided therefore to seize his own 
initiative in different fields by wide­
ranging attacks against unsuspecting 
French positions while he prepared 
carefully and slowly for the Battle 
of Dien nien Phu. 

Giap struck ·at aml ·· won the re­
maining French positions near the 
Chinese bonier. 'iVhile the French 

· were still recovering - from these 
shocks, another Vietminh col11m11, · 
working in conjunction with Laotian 
Prince Souphan011v011g\ newly · 

. formed Pathet Lao, suddenly turned 
up in central Laos and sci1.ed the 
Mekong River town of Thakhek. 
The dismay in Saigon was absolute. 
'iVorse was still to come. To the 
Fren!'h, the j11ngle-111attcd :111cl seem­
ingly impenetrable mou11t:-1ins or 
southeastern Laos were a tcrra incog­
nita fit only for heast~ ;1 nd the fc,v 
primitive tribesmen \\·ho inhabited 
it. That a Vietminh diYision rnuld 
111ak.e its way throt1gl1 this country 
and emerge to fig;ht was ('Ollsidercd 
pure fantasy. \\'ithollt warning. 
however. the Vietminh sprang l'rnm 
the jt1ngk in late Decemher, 19:i!l, 
;ind overran ;1 French Union bat­
talion. Other Vietminh battalions 
marched on the C:entr:11 Hi~hlands 
or what is now South Vietnam for 
attacks on Kontum and Pleiku. Al­
though a decade later there were 
still many newcomers in Vietnam 
who refused to believe it existed, the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail had become a 
reality. The Vietminh struck here. 
there, everywhere. Each timr a fire 
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alarm sounded, General Navarre 
lost more of his reserves and his 
hopes for pacifying the Red River 
Delta. All that remained was the 
hope of winning a set-piece battle. 

Just before Christmas, 1953, a 
Vietnamese named Nguyen Van 
Huong, who looked like a beardless 
Ho Chi Minh and . was serving as 
chief of police in Tonkin, told me 
that the Vietminh had built a new 
road to Dien Bien Phu under cover 
of the jungle and that anti-aircraft 
guns and artillery were coming in 
from China. Huong had long been 
a- trustworthy source and friend, 
and I saw no reason to disbelieve 
him. But the French Deuxieme 
Bureau dismissed his report as rub­
bish: General Giap had had no ar­
tillery before. 

The Final Victory 
Above all, Giap had sought consis­
tently to establish and to meet his 
needs. This time he had learned 
his needs at Nasam, the dress re­
hearsal for Dien Bien Phu. Nasam 
was seventy miles from the Red 
River Delta, about halfway to Dien 
Bien Phu. I spent a night there dur­
ing · the opening phase of the at­
tack. Vietminh mortar shells 
crumped among the barbed wire 
and trenches by the airfield in the 
center of a natural amphitheatre 
that formed the French defense po- · 
sition. Answering French guns 
brought a trickle of dirt onto the 
tables in the headquarters dugout, 
and wine bottles <lanced and rattled 
on the dinner table. l\-ly hosts had 
confidence in positional warfare and 
contempt for "les jaunes" skulking 
in the hills. "Let us catch them in 
conventional battle," said a French 
captain, drawing his hand across 
his throat. "Just give us a set-piece 
battle and we will beat them every 
time." 

Giap's troops broke through the 
wire and on the night of November 
30-December I, 1952, it was touch 
and go. But the Vietminh's heaviest 
weapon was the 85-mm. mortar and 
clearly it was not heavy enough. The 
Vietminh also lacked any significant 
anti-aircraft capability, and wh~n 
daylight came French fighter-bomb­
ers drenched the hilltop they had 
won with napalm. The French 
counted a thousand Vietminh dead 
against four hundred killed and 
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wounded in their own ranks, and 
once again the cry was victory. 

If a victory it was, it was also the 
last. When the battle for Dien Bien 
Phu opened a little more than a year 
later, Giap had both artillery and 
anti-aircraft gmis and the surprised 
French were beaten before close­
quarter fighting had begun. 

DURING the past two years of cam­
paigning on and south of the 

Demilitarized Zone, Giap has gone 
through the same sort .of trial-and­
error period. Starting with light in­
fantry weapons, the North Vietnam­
ese have developed . an arsenal 
that includes some sophisticated 
barrage rocketry, artiller.Y, flame­
throwers, tanks, and the whole family 
of automatic weapons, and they re­
turn to battle each time as a more 
dangerous force. 

At the same time, Giap has suc­
ceeded in maintaining a high ele• 
ment of surprise. In the face of 
concentrated lJ.S. firepower available 

~~ . 't:;r 
f~ ,.) • 

•.· . . - ;.-:-·•;-.\ 

~·· J'• 
,• . 

/• 

~ 

from the air, from the fleet, and 
from interlocking artillery positions 
at Gio Linh, the Rockpile, Cam Lo, 
Camp Carroll, and Dong Ha, the 
weight and persistence of North l 
Vietnamese attacks through the De­
militarized Zone shocked the Ma­
rines and others last summer aml 
fall. In places where the Marines 
confidently predicted that the North 
Vietnamese guns would be knocked 
out in five minutes, they continued 
to fire and fire through raids of 
B-52s that came in to wipe out whole 
map squares. 

On balance the victory lay with 
the Marines, For every man they 
lost they could count two or three 
North Vietnamese dead. This is 
nevertheless both a risky and an ex­
pensive way to win. Giap needs no 
encouragement to try and try .again. 

A more mobile and aggressive 
form of defense in the coastal low­
lands would have been more in keep­
ing with the Marines' psychological 
approach to war. They were not 
trained to become guinea pigs for 
Giap's trial and error. Yet Khe Sanh 
and all the rest of this interlocking 
chain of defense posts have now ac­
quired a significance far beyond 
their tactical importance. Having 
been created, they cannot be aban­
doned. The colors have been nailed 
to the masthead, automatically con­
ferring the initiative upon Giap, who 
has nothing here he cannot afford to 
lose and nothing he must defend. To 
wonder whether the forces that may 
eventually be committed to the 
static defense of Khe Sanh and other 
positions along the Demilitarized 
Zone would not have been more 
gainfully employed in other ways is 
not to question the U.S. ability to 
hold them. But Giap's catalogue 
of surprise is by no means exhausted. 
His weapons may be expected to re­
flect a steadily improving pattern, 
with 152-mrrt. artillery pieces, anti­
aircraft guns, more and better rock­
ets, and more tanks wh~re the terrain 
is suitable. 

Once again, as in the case of the 
battles waged in Saigon and Hue, 
Giap's objective here is to use mili­
tary means for political purposes 
and by so co-ordinating his three­
level offensive with main forces, re­
gional units, and guerrillas that the 
residual authority of the goyern­
ment of South Vietnam will be 
destroyed and ,Vashington will be 
unable to resist pressures to go to 
the conference table on highly dis­
advantageous terms. 

Predicting the Plot 
To their eternal credit, a group of 
staff officers in Saigon have for the 
past year been predicting just such 
a scenario as this and buttressing it, 
moreover, with hard intelligence 
which, it must be added, was not 
always or easily accepted. They 
watched and accurately reported the 
buildup on the Demilitarized Zone. 
They plotted the movement of sup- · 
plies to buildup areas opposite the 
Central Highlands and into Cam­
bodia. They observed such develop­
ments as a trebled movement of 
sampans on Cambodian ri\'ers close 
to the Vietnamese border. Their es-
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timate more than a year ago, con­
firmed month by month thereafter, 
was for a major Communist offen­
sive this year. They went further 
;1 nd predicted enough local Com­
munist successes to justify a Com­
munist peace offensive backed by 
a "victory," which, though illusory 
in terms of American counteroffen­
sive capabilities, would seek to ex­
ploit general war-weariness and 
disillusionment just as Giap used 
Dien Bien Phu to such political pur­
pose in 1 Q54. 

Only in Giap's current seeming 
rejection of the doctrinaire l\faoist 
rule o[ revolutionarv warfare-that 
cities must be snrrou.nded and stran­
g-Ied, not turned into battlefields-is · 
this group likely to have been sur­
prised by recent events. ,t\1ith hind­
sigln, even this now appears as an 
expedient adaptation of the mas­
ter strategist's works to suit the local 
environment. 

Days before the Vietminh en­
tered Hanoi to take over from the 
French in October, 1954, two under­
ground regional battalions suddenly 
identifiable by their white hats and 
authority were openly in the streets. 
No one has ever doubted that Sai­
gon, Hue, or any other South Viet­
namese city had a similar apparatus 
waiting for the signal to perform its 
assigned task. In the Indochina vVar, 
cities- could be left to wither on 
the vine: the struggle was against 
the French alone. In this war, the 
Thieu-Ky government shares with 
the U nitecl States and its other al­
lies the status of the designated 
enemy. To raid provincial capitals 
and to kill senior officials and to 
press the attack into the capital and 
major cities was not merely the best 
way of. striking against the govern­
ment; it was also an adequate sub­
stitute for the war of maneuver 
used by Giap to dissipate and "fix" 
French reserves at the end of 1953, 
a task now made more difficult in 
conventional ways by American 
helicopter mobility. 

At this stage of the battle when 
so much is obscure, what is un­
mistakably clear is the depth of 
Gia p's commitment. There· can be 
no pulling back to fight another day. 
This is the ultimate bid to win the 
big military success that Giap counts 
on to produce the great political 
victory. · 

February 22, 1968 

Behind North I(orea's 

New Belligerence 
JOSEPH C. KUN 

THE MOST IMPORTANT question to 
be answered about the Pueblo 

incident is what led the North Kore­
ans to carry out their daring and 
successful raid on a U.S. Navy ship. 
This question is heightened by the 
fact that North Korea, in spite of its 
sizable land forces and its Soviet­
built air force, remains a third-rate 
com·entional military power only re­
cently recovered from the destruction 
of the Korean '\Var. I ts factories, 
hydroelectric plants, railways, and 
airfields are highly concentrated and 
vulnerable targets well known to 
American intelligence. There is, of 
course, no complete and satisfactory· 
answer; but a close look at North 
Korea's current position in t~1e inter­
national Communist movement, the 
country's domestic problems, and the 
views of its leaders on the problem 
of Korean reunification can· give 
some insight into the origins of the 
episode. 

North Korea's stand in the inter­
national Communist movement has 
been characterized by its striving for 
noncommitment between the Soviet 
Union and China. -'But noncornrnit­
ment has been elusiYe because of a 
variety of factors: the country's size 

(a territory of only 46,800 square 
miles with a population of less than 
thirteen million), its location (the 
only Communist country besides 
Mongolia having common borders 
with both China and the Soviet 
Union); and its status as a divided 
country with U.S. forces stationed 
immediately to the south. 

In the face of this American pres­
ence, the North Korean regime could 
only have been irritated by Khru­
shchev's views on peaceful coexistence 
as enunciated at the Twentieth Con­
gress of the Soviet Communist Party 
in 1956. Pyongyang-Moscow relations 
were worsened, too, by Khrushchev's 
advocacy at the same meeting of 
the elimination of the cult of person­
ality, which prompted a number of 
ambitious North Korean Commu­
nists to attempt in vain to under­
mine the position of party boss Kim 
11 Sung. And in the example of 
Khrushchev's roughness toward 
smaller Communist parties such as 
the Albanian, the North Korean 
leadership saw a potential menace to 
the independence of the Korean 
Workers' Party (KwP). 

In 1962, shortly after Albania's ex­
pulsion from the Communist com• 
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E.R. 

TEXT OF MESSAGE ...,.._.._..,,.,.__....,.,.,.,....,,._,,._.,..,_ __ , 
13 February, 1968 

VIETNAM ·-----~ 
George Brown and I have spent a pretty d1sheartening 

two and a half hours today with U Thant. George took him 

first for three-quarters of an hour at the Foreign Office and 

then brought him round here for a very small working lunch. 

As George arrived he said to_ me, 11 This man is wet, repeat 

wet 11
• He was. Pat Dean can give your people the details of 

our exchanges. In this message I want to give you our personal 

impressions: and the line I felt obliged to take with him. 

Briefly, he claims to have put a number of questions in 

Delhi- to the DRV Consul General,- deriving from the account of 

your position allegedly given to him by Arthur Goldberg (between 

ourselves we got the impression either -·that this was a 

slightly out-of-date briefing or that he had not fully taken 

aboard whatever Goldberg had said to him). The Hanoi man 
/ 

was naturally unable to answer his questions and promised him 

a.reply either in Moscow or subsequently. The answers have 

now turned up in Paris, as you will see from a later paragraph 

in this message. But what thoroughly disturbed us both was 

the pathetically weak-kneed and biased posture of U Thant. 

The Russians hav& clearly put him through the wringer in 

Moscow. He is still quivering gently from the after-effects 

of his interview with Brezhnev. He.told me that Brezhnev had 
. 

spoken to him in· such violent terms about yourself and the 

whole American position that he hesitated to dictate it to 

his secretary - I asked "Woman or man? 11 and he said "Man". 

I told him that this was nothing les~ than he should expect 

from Brezhnev. My OW:(l first interview with the latter two 

years ago h;3.d been very similar: even on. my_ lat~st visit, 

/as 
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as you know, we had had a tough exchange, But I had taken a 

good deal of the steam out of it by telling Brezhnev at the 

outset that I saw no point in us both simply re-stating our 

known positions. If he had taken tbe same line he might have 

fared better. At all events, the upshot of this is that, even 

before he receives Hanoi 1 s answers to his questions and despite 

his evident desire to help, Thant is again ruling himself out 

as an interlocutor by the total one-sidedness of his- approach. 

We had a long theological exposition from him at lunch of 

Hanoi's view that, because the North Vietnamese were not bombing 

the United States, thereby balancing your bombing of North Vietnam, 

it was perfectly reasonable that they should expect you to stop 

the_ bombing unconditionally without the slightest hint from 

Hanoi that ·there would not immediately be a ~urther military 

build-up in the South. We then had some pretty sick-making 

criticism of the last South Vietnamese elections because, for 

reasons beyond his understandin~, Communists and neutralists 

(to say nothing of Big Minh) had been forbidden to stand. At 

this point I thought it desirable to have a reasonably controlled 

burst of temper. And I put, in terms more forceful than I have 

ever before used with him, three main points. First, that, 

while we were.all sitting around a well loaded table, innocent 

people were djing daily; ~nd that the task of all of us who 

wished to work for_peace was not to indulge in public and one­

sided appeals for an unconditional end to the bombing (the 

position which he had just said that he would feel oblige_d to 

take) but to pursue discreetly, objectively and in private all 

possible ways .of narrowing the gap between the two sides.· 

Secondly, that I was unaware that the Conservatives, Liberals 

/or 



or Dem0cratic Socialists had.- ever been permitted to stand 

for election in North Vietnam, or in other communis·t countries, 

and that if he adopted double standards of the kind he had 

implied he was destroying his owri c.redibili ty either as a 

mediator or as a world statesman. Finally, if it were correct, 

as he had claimed, that Ho Chi Minh real;Ly wanted to be 

independent of Peking, but that every day the war continued 

increased his dependence, the sooner all concerned got down 

from the pulpit and around the negotiating table the better. 

Moreover, if he really ~ished to play a helpful part in 

fruitful secret exchanges - and without such exchanges one 

could hardly see the way forward at all - it was thoroughly 

counter-productive to emerge from secre.cy at intervals to make- · 

ex cathedra statements setting out a view point on which his 

mind was already made up before he had begun secret talks. 

He did not like any of this, but I hope he took the point. 

As I have said, he now has an answer to his questions awaiting 

him with the North Vietnamese ·representative in Paris. But 

you will be interested to know how~~ learned of this. 

Harold Davies, ~Y Parliamentary Private Secretary, who, as 

you will remember., carried out an explorato~y mission to Hanoi 

for me in 1965 and. has many Vietnamese contacts, was telephoned 

early this morning by one of the North Vietnamese 11 journalistsn 

in London, who have kept in touch with him from time to time 

to ask where they could find U Thant to let him know that an 

answer to his questi'ons was available if he cared to go to 

Paris and collect it. Since U-Thant's address in London was 

public knowledge, we must c,,onclude that Hanoi were concerned 

to keep us in the picture on this exchange, and I find this 

mildly encouraging. We of course put them in ·touch with 

·/Thant 
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Thant at once, and offered to put a plane at his disposal 

to fly him to Paris this afternoon. He haa in the end 

decided to stay here overnight and fly to Paris tomorrow 

morning to see the DRV man ·before going to New York. We will 

do our best to de-brief him in Paris or New York, For our 

part, we are considering how far we might try discreetly 

to pump the North Vietnamese in London since they are clearly, 

to some extent at least, in the know. 

Meanwhile, I now intend to follow up with Kosygin as 

you suggested. I am sure ;that the best way of doing this is, 

at least at this stage, to discount U Thant completely - the 

Russians have given him the works and it would only be 

counter-productive to play their game~ and to address 

Kosygin along the line·s you and I agreed. I will let you 

know the outcome. 

~i'.CRE'I' 
____ .,,. ____ _ 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

February 13, 1968 

SE CRE'l' - NOD IS 

To: The President 

From: H. C. Lodge Nt~ 
Subject: Some lessons to be learned from the recent 

Viet Cong raids. 

1. On the :tvJINUS side are the following: 

a. The great degree of surprise achieved by the Viet Cong 

confirms the suspicion expressed in my memorandum to 

you of February 5 that there simply was not enough pro­

ficiency in police-type procedures. Had this existed, 

preparations for many raids would have been discovered 

and the raids prevented. Those that could not have been 

wiped out immediately would have been easier to handle. 

The Australian Ambassador in a perceptive telegram 

says this: 

11 We need not be surprised about the success 

of. the infiltrations. The enemy had time and 

circumstances going for him, particularly the 

laxity and corruption of the police and the 

inefficiency of the Gove·rnment I s intelligence 

machine ••• 
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"What, then, was at fault? Not under­

estimation of the Viet Cong strength, I 

suggest, but failure to insist that the 

Vietnamese make a genume effort to pro­

_tect themselves against insidious infiltra­

tion, for only the Vietnamese can do this 

work ••• 11 

b. The pacification program has suffered a big setback. This 

underscores the need for making it as realistic and as 

effective as possible and also getting the very best men 

involved in it. The newspaper story reporting that 11 no 

one talks about pacification any more" is fallacious. 

Undoubtedly greater emphasis on the policing phase of 

pacification at the precinct level will be needed, but 

pacification itself is more necessary than ever. 

c.. Another 11 minus 11 is the psychological distress which the 

Viet Cong raids have caused in this country - - on which 

the hand has not yet been played out. 

d. Unfortunate, too, is the government1s decision not to 

collaborate with private organizations in refugee relief 

work. This is a typically Vietnamese example of 

. SBGRET - NODIB 
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medieval behavior plus French bureaucratic influence. 

The "true revolution" which you personally authorized 

me to mention in my arrival statement in the summer 

of 1965 is still the most needed_single thing to win the 

people over -- and when the people are won over, the 

war is won. Such a"true revolution" cannot be done by 

GVN or AID but by the people themselves, through non­

governmental organizations. The notion that problems 

must be solved by working through government -- which 

worked· in Europe under the Marshall Plan - - cannot 

work in an underdeveloped country such as Viet-Nam in 

which there is no local government in our meaning of 

the word. Government cannot be said to exist when there 

is no administrative competence, when the confidence of 

the people is lacking and when the so-called local govern­

ment does not identify with the people. 

e. The final "minus" are, of course, the killed and wounded 

on our side. 

2. On the PL US si~e are the fallowing rather remarkable things 

which were not at first evident: 

a. To the best of my knowledge there has nowhere been any 

recurrence of the II struggle" movement which almost 

SRcngr_r, NODIS 
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lost us the war in the first half of 1966. I'm sure you 

remember how, in Hue and Danang, the police marched 

down the street carrying anti-government signs and 

how the government had compl~tely lost jurisdiction 

over both cities - - which would be comparable to the 

' President of the United States losing jurisdiction over 

Chicago and Detroit. Similar 11 inside jobs" were im­

pending in other cities when Prime Minister Ky with 

great skill and courage finally put the 11 struggle11 down. 

If there had been a well-organized "struggle" movement 

in all of the cities which the Viet Cong recently attacked, 

we would now be very close indeed to a Communist take­

over o Our military strength simply would not be 

applicable in such a situation - - just as our Marine force 

outside of Danang was not applicable in 1966 when our 

co:r:icern was to keep them out of the way. It was a large,­

meshed net with which to catch whales - - not the fine 

meshed net with which to catch the small but deadly fish 

of terrorismo 

b. This interesting development could mean the growth of 

what you once referred.to in a telegram to me in 1964 

&ECP.£'1}..,- NODIS 
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as the growth of 11political energy11 
-- a dividend from 

all the work we have done to bring about constitutional 

government and a sense of civic consciousness. 

c. It appears there was . much good fighting by the ·ARVN, 

the Regional Forces and the Popular Forces, which 

reflects great credit on General Westmoreland and 

General Abrams. · It is a pity that the ·police-type 

techniques were not as good or as widespread. If they 

had been, there would have. been less need to fight since 

many of the raids would have been nipped in the bud. 

d. The high Vie.t Cong casualties are another plus. 

e. Remarkable too is the lack of back biting and the de­

gree of unity in governmental circles. In 1963-1965, 

a blow like this would .have been consider~d ample 

grounds for a II coup. 11 

f. It is often said that Viet-Nar.p. is drowning in good 

advice and starving for effective action. The placing 

of Vice President Ky and General Thang in charge of 

reconstruction is the best guarantee of getting some 

action. 

)~.t~ 
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fJi, 

13 February, 1968 

I have corne away from lt.mch at No. 10 with 

U Thant, profoundly depres.sed by his total inability 

to see reason. I hope he will not worry you as much 

as he. worries me .1 but I must tvarn you that in my opinion 

he is not going to be helpful over Vietnam :I.n the 

foreseeable future. He is completely sold on the li.ne 

wni.o.h the North· Vietnamese and Russians have put over to 

him, which be has in turn repeated to me and the Prime 

Minister. with the fervour of an Asian prophet laying 

down the law on an 1Asian war which only he can 

understand. 

He told us that he had put some questions to the . 

North Vietnamese Consul-General in Delhi, on what might 

happen following a cessation of bomb.ing, but dec1ineci to 

tell us what precisely he had asked, though one or the 

questions concerned the recall of .the Geneva Conference. 

While he was here this morning we got a circuitous 

message that the North Vietnamese 11 Journalistll based 

in London had a messa.ge for U Thant. This turned 

DECtASS FIED · 
.0. 1295H, Sec. 3.6 

NL.J lo - ! 7 
By~=-...J NARA Da -....... _ 

.... 
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out to be to the effect that the answera were awaiting 

him with Mai Van Bo in Pnris. Arter much-hesitation, 

a talk with the North Vietnamese and an offer from us 

to fly him to Pai .. ls this after~oon, he thought he 

would return first to New York and go there on Friday, 

But I pointed out by telephone, just before he was clue to 

leave, that ·this special journey would set the world ago5. 

So he changed his mind, is staying overnight in London, 

and wi.11 go to.·Paris tomorrow morning. 

In general his line was that the attitude of·the 

North Vietnamese_ a_nd Russian~ (particularly Brezhnev) was 

very hard, that the Russians were supporting North Vietnam 

_up ~o the hilt and thus opening the way to escalation with 

sophisticated weapons, that the opposing policies of the 

two sides offered no chanze of ending the war and thus, 

illogically, that the only solution was for the US to 

take the 11 limited risk" of stopping the bombing 

uncond.i tionaJ..ly. Talks. will fol lo\·: in his opinion after 

7-10 days. 

'£he most important point, however, was his firm 

belief, planted by the North Vietnamese and Russians, that 

the San Antonio formulation imposes .a pre:--condition 

/because 
OEOHE'k' 

,. 



... 

. . 

becau$e of the as:s.umption cl.bout 11no advantage" he 

re.f\tl:ies to admit that it :ts .reasonable to ~sk the 

hard on this, asking him to ·rea.lise that un<ier the 

San Antonio ·rormula.tion, <il.S further expla:i,ned by 

Clark Clifford.the North Vietnamese are not being asked 

t .o change anything that they would normally be doing 

but stm,Ply not t.o step up t .. heir activities .in a . way 

directly attrlbutaale to the.ir freedom frGm bombing, 

thus creating a new and seri0us situation. He was. 

impervious to all argume1tt. 

The Prime Minister and ·r both urged. him t .o say as 
-

lit.tie as possible in public at this time. Ue was 

noncommittal out showe·o some appree.lation -of the 

problem . 

.... -
..... 

. . 



MJl. PRESIDENT: 

lN.FORMA TION 

T•■day , Feb. lJ. 1968 
8 :00 p. m. 

Attached la the coadeaaed wrdoa of the Cablaet 
brleflag aote• oa Vletaam. Coplea ol thl• will 
be diatribated by Secretary lba■k at tomorl'ow•• 
Cabla.et meet1a1. The Secretuy will alao 
••cu•• tlw laraer c:ompalll- volume which 
expaad• aad doc:aDlmata eacb of the 6 qaeatlou 
dealt wltb hare ia aammary form. 

W. w. Ro.tow 

Attacbmellt 



lNFOll.MATION 

T•acl&J• Febnary lJ. 1968 -- 7:ZS p.m. 

MEMOllANDUM FOJl THE PllESJDENT 

SUBJECT: New• Me4la Coatact• 

Chac:k It.Nerta ..t Heuy H11W>aN. HEW'SWJ:J:IC, came la teay. I 
brlet'N them on peNat atate .t the hattle la Vletaam, empllaalst., the 
fact tbt: 

Tile •ec•ad wave of attack• had aot yet takea place; 

lleNo:ary waa preee .. lac wllll •om• coatlaued IOYerameatal 
eMrff la Sa&a-. 

-- We were pnpantl for the I Corpe ltattle. alth_... lt bu aot ,.t ___ .... 
-- Dellplte NEWSWEEK. tbe altu.tloa la Vletaam appeare4 to lae 

fallla& lato better penpectlw la tbl• ·c....try. ( TIil• wa• aot •11.lte •• 
'braa&t aa lt aomtda bec:aue tlaeJ MlaD the coaweraatl .. ltJ apolGll•bla 
for the fact NEWSWEEK bad aot •"4 all the 1eed materlala I aad 1ma 
them la•t week.) 

I made a..U.ble to tum some prl•-r el war ...,..rroaatloaa aad 
otller •oc.meata whlcll WOlllcl 11 .. tllem a feel for tbe altaatloa. 

WWRoatow:rla 



Tlleaclay, Febnary 1). 1968 

7 hjJtJ? 

MR. PUSmENT: 

la tile attacbff tel .. rama (ie .. Roatow 
repona lai• cOJneraatioa witll Cllaacellor 
Kl••laa•r oa the INlla■<'e of paymeme. 
Oennaay' • eaetera policy, the NPT, 
Fraaco-Germaa relattoaa. aad tile atate 
of tile German ceaUtioa sweramald. T1aa 
Claaac•llor a•k•d that Ill■ r•mark• be 
tranamlttecl to yoa. 

W.W. Ro■tow 
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EXDIS 

BERLIN FOR AMB MCGHEE 

SUBJECii ROSTOW MEEfJNG WifH THE CH~NCELLO~ 

i' w DUR I NG · UNDER SECRETARY'-'" ROSTOW Vs MEET I NG · TH Is AFTERNOi,N 
WITH CHANCELLOR ,-KJESINGER, THE CHANCELLOR WAS PRIMARILY INTERESTED 
iN PROVjoING INFORMATiON A~D VIEWS CONCERNi~~ GERMAN EASTE~~ -
POLICY, THE NPT, RELATIONS WITH FRANCE, AND THE STATE 0~ HIS 

- C0ALITI6N GOVERNMENT : THESE ARE REPORTED IN fHI~ ·iE~EGR;M• 
,-

I ' > 

I ~ ..... '!). ,. 

?AGE 2 'RUFHOL . 8°270 9 e: C " E T ; 
THE CH~NCELLOR REQUtSTED THAT ' HIS REMARKS BE TR~NSMITTE~ TO THE 
SECRETiRY AND TO THE PRESI6ENt. THE PORTION OF iHE toNVERSiiioN 
oEVOTEb TO THE US RALANCE · 6~ PAYME~TS ~ROB~E~ i~ REPORT~~ -~~ 
SEPTELe 

to EASTERN POLICY•• THE CHANCELLOR SAJD THAT THE SPD IS ~G~RENTLV 
H~VING SERIOUS INTERN~L TR6UBL~~ THE PiRTY MEMBERSHiP F~~LS 
iNCREASINGLV THAi THE~ ARE GOING ·" TO LOSE THE NE~T E~EcfinN. 
THE WEHNER scHOOL oF RESPONSIBLE AND CoNSTRucTivE PARTir.IPATioN 
I N THE · GR AND COAL I T I ON HAS . LOST . 0 UT -. RE AL : D I VERGE NC I E S WI TH I N 

' . 
' . 

' 
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THE PARTY HAVE DEVELOPED PARTICULARLY ON THE SUBJECT 10F EiSTERN 
POL i CYo THE CHANCE, 'LOR SA i D· THAT ' 'HE HAD TALKED ✓,, i5 IRECTLY ·ro , Fi8A~DT, . 
WEHNER, AND HELMUT ·scHMiDT AND ALL ' THREE AG~EED THAT IT wouLD BE 
HIGHLY DANGEROUS FoR -- THE F~G To TALK DIREcrL~ wiTH THE -~~ijs 
c:oNcERNiNG BERLIN. THERE is, HOWEVER, A sTRONG · r;RouP rN . rHe: sPn 
THAT FEELS OTHERW I sE. THE CHANCELLOR .EXPECTED THAT w i TH i ,:j · · i-HE 
COALITioN· IT WILL BE 'NECESSARY To "HAVE IT OUT" WITH · THi:- , ,spo ON 

PAGE 3· RUFHOL s210 s i e R ~. 
EASTERN POL I CY IN GENERAL AND THAT TH Is w j LL BE ·DONE ' OVER 'THE 'NEXT 
TWO WEE~S• UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOW ~$SURED THE CHANCELLOij 0~ us 
SUPPORT FOR GERMAN EFFORTS TO IMPROVE UNDERSTANDING WITH THE USSR 
AND WITH THE EASTERN EUROPEAN couNTRIEs• HE s~i6 TH~T w~ A~t 
QUITE WILLING TO SEE THE GERMAN SIDE GO AHEAD WITH TALKS · WITH 'THE : 
sovIETs AS INITIAT~D BY BRANDT ·AND TSARAPKiN~ Rosrow MAnE ··ci.:EAR 
THAT WE ARE Now ouiTE SATISFIED THAT THERE is No oiFFERF.NCE 
OF viEw BETWEEN us · /\ND THE FEDERAL c,ovr ON THE ·HANDLING aF THE :sov " 
MEMORANDUM CONCERNI~G BERi.iN• THE CHANCELLOR, WHILE MAKiNG ·ELE~R i 

THAT REAL : TROUBLE WAS TO BE ' EXPECTED IN THE COAi)TiON :CONCERNI'NG ' 
EASTERN POLICY, .sTRESSED~HAT HE · Di6 NOT wisH us ·fo 'THi~K iHAi' · 
IT WOULD CAUSE ·A REAL COALITION CRISIS. 

' ) 
2 • NPT ~ • ST I LL : IN THE CONTEXT ,Or=- , D ! FF'ERENC:ES BETWEEN 'THE :$PD 
AND THE CDU/CSU, THE '. CHANCELLOR TUR~ED TO THE SUBJECT 0~ N~T~ 

/ ,; , 
,I-~ ~'"" .. ~ 

/· " .. ,t~... . 
PAGE 4 RUF'HO V 8270 -9 !'. C R !'. T-
HE SAID THAT THE TREATY STILL PRESENTS PROBLEMS: ROSTOW COMMENTED , . 
IN ·THIS CONNECTION THAT IT WAS .A Gooo · LETTER WH-ICH ARANDr HAD ·: JUST .. 
SENT TO THE SECRETARY ON THE SUBJECT• THE , CHANCEL.LOR, ,Ac:TER 
~ONSULTING WITH . fHE · I~TERP~ETER SAI6 THAT HE THOUGHT . THE , LETTER 
WAS "A LITTLE SOFTLY fORMULATED"• HE ,SUGGST~D THAT THI~ LAT~ST 
LETTER ~HOULD BE READ IN T~E CONTE~f · 0~ BR~N6To~ EARlIE~ l~Tf~R 
TO THE SECRETARY CONCERNING THE NPT, 

3• RELATIONs wrTH FRANCE -- · THE cHANCELLoR sArD THAT DE ' GAui.\e: · 
oeviOUSLY POSES~ vERi SERious PROB(EM ~OR ~iMo HE HAD H~~Rb TH~f · 
CONCERN MAY EXIST IN THE us ABOUT THE pOSSIRilITY OF SOME SECRET 

...- ~ 

N OT TO ii~ R~PR(? DU CED WITH OUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1 ,, 

I• •· 

•, 

0

11 

.l 

l , 

I ' , 
i 
' ' ' ' I . 
I 

·J 
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UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN FRANCE AND GERMANY• THE CHANCELLOR COULD 
ASSURE us THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE• HE NOTED "THAT A RECENT . 
PUBLIC OPINION POLL SHOWED THAT 75 PERCENT 0~ T~E GERMANS ·coNSIDER 
THE GERM~N ALLIANCE wiTH ·fHE UNITED STATES AS t~E MOST l~P6~T~NT ' 

PAGE 5 RUFHOL 82~CIJ ~Ee~! T 
ELEMENT OF GERMAN FOREIGN ~OLlCY~ THE CHANCELLOR SAiD THAT HE H~S 
EXPLAINED TO DE GAULLE IN THE PAST ~ND WILL DO ~O AGAIN THAf BY 
PURSUIN~ A STRONG ANTi-~MERICAN LINE DE GAU~LE is ONL~ iNT~GO~­
iZING GERMAN OPINION iG~Nsi. FRANCE~ THE CHiNCEL~OR ADDE6 THiT 
1T rs NEVERTHELEss oF THE uTMosr IMPORTANCE FOR A Pos1TrvE 
GERMAN-FRENCH RELA TI ONSH I'P· TO BE PRESERVED. IF NEW ANTAGONISM 
AGAIN ARISES AFTER THIS "SECOND EFFORT 11 TO OVERCOME IT irHE 
CHANCELLOR WAS PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO ADENAUER•S EFFORTS AND HIS 
OWN) THiS WOULD BE A MOST GRAVE DEVELOPMENT ~OR THE TWO ~OUNTRIES 
AND FOR EUROPE. ~iESINGER THOUGHT THAT DE ~AULLE ioo UN~ERsfo66 
THIS POINT• ON T~E .GUESTIO~ OF u~-E~ E~TRY, iHE C~ANCE~L~R 
REPEATED HIS WELL-KNOWN ViEWS THAT DE GAULLE COULD NOT RE FORCED 
TO CHANGE HIS OPINION. UND~R SECRET~RY ROSTOW TOLD THE CHAN~ELLOR 
THAT T~E UNITED , ST~TES FUL~Y UNDERST006 THE iMPciRTANCE 6F T~E 
FRENCH-GERMAN RELATIONSHIP: HE SAID THAT THE LAST THING WHICH 
wE WANTED WAS TO FORC~ GERMANY INTO ANi KIN6 OF . A CHOICE ~ETwEEN ! . 

PAGE 6 RUF.HOL 827CIJ -5 E C R E T 
PARIS AND - WA~HINGTON• THIS TELEGRAM WAS NOT CLEARED WIT~ - THE 
UNDER SECRETARY• MCGHEE 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
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By · NARA Date Jl-;;}J. ~r; I, 44tf _, 

. j ocR(JN roR AMBASSADOR MCGHEE 
I 

I . DEPT P~SS TREASURY AND DEfENSE 

, 
. I 

I . 

SUBJECT f R0Si0W T /1.l.K w l TH CHANcr-;u.oR 41 

(o UNDER SECnETARY ROSTOWJ ACCO~P,NtED BY DCM rESSENDEN fHROUGHOUt 
T"HE WHOi):: PCH I 00 Af'•{) QY UNOF.'R SCCR[T ARY OEM I NG t.."10 AHBf..SSAOOfl 
"i1 RE2 I SE AS 1-/(LL DUI:{ I NG THE I. A T7£R f• ARY o::- ! r, m:i ·rooAY W i l)·~ 
CHANCELLOR KifSfNGER• 

2~ AT T~E OUTSET, TH~ UND~R SECRETARY HADE~ CONDENSED PRFSFNTATlON 
ALONG iHE LtNES or THE REM~RKS REPOU!ED SEPARA!CL~ OY AiRGRiM 
wH:cH HAVE ae:'f.N cr-rvTRAL. ·ro ri-1E oiscu~iSioNs iN BoMN" 

PAGE Two· RUFHOL. 8?65 -E fl 1-d r-· I O E N 'r I ,. L "" 
3" . THE CMANCCU..OR S'Jl Ji) mr PL tt>.:rJ~a i-o AfJSUE~ -r.HE: Pf!~ SJt,1;1,:,1~ 
f'F.URUA~Y 7 L"ET'ffll A-FTER- tH~ Re-T.'lJRfiJ f~On:,. PtU21~~ KE S~I~ i>11rr ki.E­
WCiULO ""(O.'f T<O ,ov,/t- r~r: ,CO,.:jtfll-r OF TH( P~f.iH~1z.~r1s l...£Tf€"12.. JA\i 
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Pl,r•?IS AND,, lN At~Dli10NP WOULD .. ~HSH )'0 HfPORi' w,u:r TOOK Pl.M:r. 
n~t:RE" 

. '"' ON OrfSE"r TH[ (.'1-11,NCEL.LOR S,\ll) n1;.i,T HIE Gt:.Hl'i/\NS l-10u!:o ('>0 THJ:"IR . 
~cs,·~ ;(l~C UNDER si:cr~i:·rARV ANSit1~nr::o 'ii-IA~!" l'HE pHO~l~F:M WA~ l:iLICH 
lMlGCR YHAN OFFSET f~LQNE., iT WA{; rt\f HH(ll..E n~~Lt.~Cf~ OF P*Yl1f;NT$ 
NWnl-F.M M·H> l1N £XPANSJOl•J!S1· ro1 .. 1cv lN GEHMM·•IY ~~r.s ll1P0HTANT 1F 
Yl➔ E PROBLE11 ~IAS iO eE. SOLVf:Do 'fl-ll:. Cl.<AI-JC:f:"U~CH~ SAtO il~Ai l~t: 1JAS IN 
rHE 11:i:uou: oF THE aur~sTr.oN ~11rH scH1u.ER u1~1N(; vEHY EXf>A1vs10,,}is1 

· MINDED f.\VT O'l"HEHS NOio NOT <lNl.'t' ~·IAS HE H!.M.sri) tN THf. MTDDi:r::, 
nE:'(\,/f.t::N HIE O?POSTNG F'AC.it()l•H,, BUT Hi~ ''lt\S l·,UW !N 'f!4t: Mli)DLE: 
tN·TF..l.LEClUAU.V BF.ING N~:ITHEf~. E'Xr"'ANSfONnH t~OR 1•j~E 0fJP0SrTt~ 
HE 110D£0 THAr F'ORMCR CHANCELLOR ERHAlm HAS (iOH-~Ci /ILL 0\'f.R 
Gl::RHANY coNrt::NDlNG THAT l*HEr.:r:: HAD NO L.ONGEF( i-.t~ ~:cnNOMIC PROiH.f.M11 
rHA + o i o Nor 11A"f.: r11E MA'" r ER AN'? £As 1 f.R FOR ri-:r rut$E.Ni cHAtJCE(~LO(h 

PAG[ '(HRE'E RUH-IOL F.!?.6 5 G 8 N r t t, ~ 14 T l ii Li: -
~ 0 Hf-: MADE NO COMMt:.Nr !N Rf;GPONS'C: T'() A Si A Tt:.11c:wi RF.CiAHI)jNO ·nu: 
VALUE OF KENNFl)V RQUNI> CUTS UNH.~\ir:RALl.Y MAr>t: BY 'l'"Ht C:OMr~ON 
MARKET~ 

60 'l'Hf. tJNDfZR SEcnr:rM~Y nr.F'EAH[O ro 111s on~cu~SlC1Nf; wi11-t {)rOQE· 
1>.NO NO'!'E'I> THAi iHE LA',;Tr.R l~AO SAIi> Hr: WOULD \-JORY. F'ClR FUTtJRt 
cxri"""sinN w1rH11-1 ·r~r c:OMMUNrTY rf. c;i:~MANY AND zr1.1..v ~iouLD ALSO 
DO '(HtS. 
MCGlif.E 



INFORM.A TION 

SE CR.B'i3=-

Tuesday, February 13. 1968 
7:00 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith an account of Kiealnger•s 
objectives 

WWRostow:rln 

W. W. Roetow 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ o -~5 

By ;,,o, ' NARA, Date /#•~~ " 

J-



Mil. PRESIDENT: 

lNFOllMATION 

T•aday, Feb. 13. 1968 
1 :00 p. m. 

Herewith •tri•• for tM uxt 24 bOlll'a. 

W. VI. l'loatow 

"T-GP'SGUT attacllment (NMCC 13 Feb 68 <I 30 pm eat) 



'!t),F ~flCl'rnT LLIMDIS 
~ ~' t ·-- , . 

THE NATlONAL Mll.\TARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20l01 

1.3 February 1968 
4:30 PM EST 

I 

THC JOINT liTAF'F 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Senior Watch Officer, White House Situition 
Room 

Mr. Benjamin H, Read, Executive Secretary, 
Depa1·tment of State, c/o Operations Center 

Subject: OpeTational Highlights 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

The following US Air Force B-52 missions are now scheduled 
to be flown during t.he ·11ext 24 hours: 

MISSION & 
NR OF ACFT 

VICTOR 04 
~ B-S2s) 

· VICTOR S5 
(6 B-SZs) 

VICTOR 48 
(6 B·S2s1 . 

TIME (EST) 
ON f.ARGGT 

11:50 PM 
13 February 
12:50 PM 
14 Feb1·ua ry 
Saigon time 

2:10 AM 
14 Feb1·uary 
3: 10 PM . 
14 February 
Saigon time · 

6:45 AM 
14 February 
7:45 PM 
14 February 
Saigon time 

'rARGET LOCATION 
AND DESCRIPTION 

rn South Vietnam, 5 miles south­
southwest of Kh.e Sanli; contains troop . 
concentrations and AA positions • . 

In South Vietnam, .3 miles east­
northeast of Khe Sanh; contafns a 
staging area with troop conce1\t-ratio11.s. 

In South Vietnam~ 6 miles north­
riorthwest 9( Khe San.h; contains ti·oop 
concentrat1ons and supply a1·eas • 

The following ROLLING THUNDTIR 57 ALFA strikes at·e now 
scheduled during the next 24 hours: 

TARGET AND I,OCATION 

Hanoi Railroad/Highway 
.Jridge Cru1al (JCS 13), 
O mil~s northeast 0£ 
Hanoi 

T.Q:P SECt<Et/.r,'IMDI S 

TIME (EST) 
ON TARGET 

3: 16 AM 
14 Feb 
3:21 AM 
14 1:eb 

UNIT STRIKE FORCE 

7 AF 12 F-105 

12 F-105 

SAIGON 
TIME 

4: 16 P~f 
14 Feb 

. 4 :·21 PM 
14 Feb 



T~UT/LIMDIS 

TARGET AND LOCATION 

Phuc Yon Alrficld 
{JCS 6), 13.2 miles 
north of Hanoi 

Haiphong Cat Bi 
Airfield (JCS 8), 
4 • Z mi 1 es e a.s t -
southeast 0£ 
Haiphong 

TIME (EST) 
ON TARGET 

8:10 PM 
13 Feb 
3:00 AM 
14 Feb 

7:00 AM 
14 Feb 

NMCC - 13 FEB 68, 4:30 PM EST 

~T/LIMDrs 2 

SAIGON 
UNIT STRIKE FORCE TIME -
7 AP 4 F-4 9:10 .AM 

14 Feb 
.4 F-4 4:00 PM 

l4t"Fe'b 

77.4 l A·6A 8:00 PM 
14 Feb 

DDO ~~• 
ADD0°~ 

ccoc . : . 



CON.r IDENTtAL 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

IMFORMA TlON 

TMaday, Feb. 13, 1968 
6:SS p. m. 

Herewith a. .. and Kf.eat.apr. 

W. w. Ro•tow 

· GQNFIBJSN!'lH.G attachment (Bonn 8265) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

'White HOU5C Guiddi.ncs, Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv,4, NARA, Dav-<iif'.-?-? '-
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INFO CIAE 00~DODE 00,GPM 03,H 02,INR 07,L 03,NSAE 00PNSC 10,P 041 

Rsc 01,sc 01,sP 02,ss 20,uSiA 12,sAH 03,TRsY 08,E 1s,coM 0s, 

FRB 02,CEA 02,STR 08,RSR 01Pli32 W 

P 1219552 FEB 68 
~M AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7001 

. fNFO USBER BERLIN PRIORITY 2241 

e 9 ~◄ F I , Q i ~I T I A I:: BONN 8265 

eERL!N FOR AMBASSADOR MCGHEE 

OEPT PASS TREASURY AN6 · DEFENSE 

SUBJECT~ ROSTOW TALK WITH tHANCELLOR. 

fo UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOW» ACCOMPANIED BY DCM FESSENDEN THROUGHOUT · 
THE WHOLE PERIOD AND BY UNDER SECRETARY DEMiNG AND AMBASSADOR 
~REZ!SE AS WELL - DUQIN~· fHE LATTER PART OF : if, MET TODAY wif~ 
CHANCELLOR KIESINGER• . 

2° AT THE OUTSET, THE UNDER SECRETARY MADE A CONDENSED PRESENTATION 
. ALONG fHE LINES OF THE REM~RKS REPORTED SEPAR~TEL~- ~y ~iRGRiM 

WHICH HAVE BEEN CENTRAL TO THE DISCUSSiONS IN BONNo 

PAGE TWO RUFHOL 8265·~ 0 ~ F I O ! ~ T I j k _ 
3 Q ·THE CH ANCELL OR ~-'\tf!~f:~rtHrf.Mttf.~m·_AN ~W.:~&:h~~~~ )1/ 
ff E ~ ,r:Y~T':::b~sIJ¥.d3~~-E'fb.,ttfrS".::~~~i:?J Rj'~;~ ~£ i:< Q 11:~.P'.'°£-?~"Si~~-tttt~~ /J 
w ~ :913l;R,x.,.:,i£iF;f;:§;¥:mz:11m:tJi1~~:ti: tf&iI,1..5:"rn_~:f-❖jJ~·f;iToTJ;Etd;~ 
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~~~-T~. T~E UNDER SECRETARY ~NSWERED THAT THE _PRO~LEM WAS_t1UCH. 
LARGER THAN OFFSET ALONEc IT WAS THE WHOLE BALANCE OF P~YMENTS 
PROBLEM AND AN EXPANSIONIST POLitY IN GERMANi wis IMPORT~NT IF 
THE PROBLEM WAS re · BE SOLVEDo TH~CHiAli-Ct'.a::O:R•~~:sA{.0 .. J~HAT "~E WAS,,,,,I,.N 
T f-! §d.:IJ:.Q.ru.:mUEs;;;lH.£:!..t."G.tlE;,$JJ ON,: . w I T .H .. .s C H .. I LL ti:t"·s-E·t·tr,r·;v'e:-·R~)t°:7.EX.eANS i'o)~Jskf 
,MI°N D ED ·..:-BliJ:::.OIHERS::~NOTA . .N-0 r:·:oN l.. Yt WA s -~HE--~H-I MS-E i)F.;:iN~'..-fH E?2~ i ODt:: E, 

·:eE ";-~J;~ :i1H£.;:;OP.P.:O:S:J:N,GZ;.q::.•.:A C·+HfNS r -q~lJT-~ --~f E : w:A5:...,:AL:•St}'::!j:N::;r:;:M'.F:S:.M lJ)D.W:~!t 
;€,lN-T E t.LEcr 11 A L;J;:::,'£:·,·~L-G,1,~E.::;t,THER•· :E:x.PAr:.fs+oN-fs:r- --:,NoR:.J~:AEi,"1QP.P.O s1- f,.t " ' ' ..;. _,...:,_.;..,.t,<~ .,..c. .~ ... c.:...\I: ._,,.__ - ""-'L --. , , . •R·••-----· ... .... 

1-fE'° •. A -D~D E D TH A T F' 0 RM E R CH A NC E LL OR E RH A RD WAS GO I NG ALL O VE R 
GERMANY CONTENDING THAT THERE WAS NO LONGER AN ·ECONOMIC PROBLEMo 
tHAf Di6 NOT MAKE iHE MATTER ANY EASIER FO~ THE PRESENT E~;~CELLOR• 

~AGE THREE'RUFHOL 8265 CO tJ F I e E ~ T I j L -
· 5 0 H ~~O'.';!QQtttttNT.Z.::t'Nl':r.tfs'iioN·s~t.d'Ji Aj!,"$ ,:T'A<! EM E,N"r~~ R E'.tfAR.fr;ff:.f~­

Y.."/'-Lil/~::_0.f:.J<ENNEOi~it.iol.r~o:::cJ;tJ:.S::_tJ,NJ~~J;_E.RA~i i:~ttl~Ji :ei..r.~:i!:ts.?£..C .... O~f'.11:1.Q~ 
M ~8JCE,l:i~ 

60 THE UNDER SECRETARY REF'~RRED TO HIS DISCUS_SIQNS · WiTH~~~eJ!? 
AND NO! ED . TH A T~ttt~~;8R';;:J.tt~ D~,;;~$.:~JJ1.&.!l:l..~:m.@~:[~OJ:t!<I2,T.Q:l3_:.~F VI.P R:~,·-=:a­
E ~~ANS I:.9}.'1,~.±I .. IJ.tN:;;il'~S:C.Q..ttt".lJ;lN.J.J.:.'.tt14 f :t'..;.$.f;:,R_M AN :Y : AN_ D __ ~-:;~~t,~;L:Y~ ~.9. U~;p_ Al::,$:Q· 
Q.9.. r.,r.ff.S O - -· - - · - ,_ 

MCGHEE 



INrollMA TlON 

--SECRET 

Tue .. a,, Felanary lJ, 1968 
6:15 p. m. 

Ma-. PreaWeat: 

Xy. Taq. Keener, and otber■ la 
tile recOftry laulM•• are clearly 
f••Uaa better Way. 

W. W. llo■tow 

Saqoa 19239 

WWRo■tow:rla 

DEClASSIFfED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

Wh.it.e House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983 

Bv~ , NARA, Date .;J- 7y_2-



· VV . EHA287 , . 
RR ~U~HEX -· 
JE t:U~J I~ · 19239 0441645 ·· · 
Z~Y SSSSS . 
?. 13 1 62 "IZ FEB 68 . · , 
F~ A~E~3 ~SSY SAIGON 
TO ~~E~C/ S~CSTATE WASHDC 65 .62 
! ~~O ?UtHtX/WHITE HOUSE 
P. L!~ ?J s1 noo 
?. :.'~:-'.LG/C!A 
~L'~li!A/USII\ W~iHOC 4554 ... 

. ~'JH:-C-! t;' ~/CH~CPAC F'OR POLAo·· 
ST4Tl:: GR~~C · 

RECEIVED 
iY:iCA 

. . 
~GS FEB 13 19 43 

DECLASSIFIED 
E. . 129- , Sec. 3.6 
NL.J H"-I'11 

By ++f , NARA Date ,~-Ll:1~ 

?.T . . 
e i C R £ :P- SECTION 1 O.F 2 ~AIGON 19239 / . 

• • ----.J 

STAT~ PASS AID 
• 

S11?: _SIT1J~T!ON REPORT PRo'JECT RECOVERY -- 1800 HOU?.e 
1 3 F'E '3P. U A~ Y. ' • · . '.., ' 

; · 2. T ~i\ t!G tr:AS IN . GOOD . FORM ~AK ING MANY SUGSESTIONS ~ PE FAVORS 
'. ·- VNIFO~~ Ct.J"R FE~ !N ALL SAIGON DISTRICTS WITH A F'EV: DA YS. H£ 
; . - URGED GREAT~ .... ATTENTION BY CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON ?ROViNCES 
l . VHICH FACE \l1'""iJSLEMS EQUALLY AS LARGE AS DOES SA!Gml . HE RAIS'E:D 
•·_-_ .PROBl.EN, WHICH WE FED HIM YESTERDAY, OF' ?ORT CONGEST ION. THANG _. 

, WANTS 3,e,a RO CA!JRE TO ORGANIZE AP DOI '.'10 1 AROUND SAIG ON '.ll ITH ·• • 
. !RVSTED ~ USTED ?EO?LE, LIKE CATHOLICS. 

.. 



3. KY ttCTED LIKZ EXECUTIVE CHAIR:'iAN GIVING POSITIVE iJN-STRUCTION 
TO ASS::::iBL!D MI NI STERS. EXPRESSING HIS CONCERN ABOUT SANITARY . 
CON:"J!TI'J~JS IN RE::'1JGEE RECEPTION crNTE~s, liE-·DJRECTED MINISTER 
07 H::~L TH TO HJS?£CT ALL CENTERS. KY SAID .·HE WOULD VISIT 
RA~:'.:>O~ Y- S::L~CT::9 CENTERS AT END OF THE WEEK. HE AGREED TTAT 
ARV ~: SH0UL'J ST~R.T HELP! N3 THE PEOPLE MORE. HE SAID T 
E GOVE~ ~~11 ENT · · . . . . 
WO!.!LD CA~:CEL LICENSES OF RtCE DEALERS WHO ~WON•T OPEN .THEIR . 
STO~~s. ON THE PORT PROBLE M, HE TOLD THE ':MINISTER .OF ECONOMY 
TO P?ESS ~1E~C H.0.~T S TO UNLOA!) SHIPS. THOSE WHO REFUSE TO _PICK 
U? CO'-!S!~~~ED CARGO vlOULD LOSE THEIR IMPORT LICENSES: •:WHEN 
SIJBJF.:CT OF" HIGHE?. INDEi'1NITY PAYMENTS WAS RAISED C QUE PORPOSED · 
1 'l, ~f:"J PIASTER RES£TTLE~ENT ALLOWANCE CONTRY WIDE), KY .DIRECTED 
DR. QUE TO ?~::SENT PLAN BY SUNDAY GIVING NEW . SCHEDULE, NUMBER 
0~ ~A1ILIES I~VOLVED, AND TOTAL COST. THANG . ESTIMATED 30,~00 
HO MELESS FA ~ ILIES 1~0ULD BE ELIGIELE FOR HIG}{E~ PAYMENTS; ,.QUE . 
TP.81J·3:-IT N!J~BE? '~OIJLD EE MUCH L£SS. THE VIC_E PRESIDENT '.AL.SO . 
J!~ECT:'-' T;{AT- C0 '.1 '.'i!TTZSS ESTA3LISH'SD IN PROVINCES SHOUL DECIDE 
·o· : usr:: 0~ C~LLECT!D 00f\1ATIONS -- GVN SHO\]LD NOT INTiRVENE. T . . 

4. ~~ ?: !STF.~ B!.ilJ OON, AR~ED WITH CHARTS /\ND SKETCHES, · DESCRIBED 
A PA1T ~·~E ~1' CONSTRUCT ION PLANS. THRE:E AREAS BEING CONSIDERED. 
TOT4L !ST! ~ATE:D COST IN T~EE BILLION PIASTERS. ·DETAILED 
~~5!'.i !•: DR4 :11!i\GS .1.t.'!LL TAKE ONE MO NTH TO PREPARE. BUILDINGS ~CAN 
SE ?:JT UP I N TWO OR T~EE MO~THS AFTER CONSTRUCTION· .. STt\RTS; 
FIFTY CONT~ACTO~S TRU NEO UP TO REVIEW PL.ANS. MOST .THINK-~~ · 
s ;~o~TAG~ OF' LASOR WILL BE PRINCIPAL CONSTRAINT. IN ·ANSWER· . 
T'.'.l THIS, ·i<Y RAID THAT KO ME~ PLAN FOR FREEZING PRIVATE · . _ . 
C0 ~ST~UCTION MIGHT BE BEST SOLUTION. LANO OWNERSHIP WAS RAISED 
AS ?OTE ~lT !A!.. STICKY PROBLEM. HE ALSO SAID THAT ·SQUATTERS 
SHOULJ B! XEPT OFF CO N~TRUCTION SITES, USING POLICE .. IF NECESSARY. 
TH£ VP A3~EE~ WITH ~RW'S REQUEST TO SET ·UP A SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
0~ A?ART MEST CO~STRUCTION. HE ALSO APPRECIAJES THAT GVN WILL 
H:\V::: TO ?.E-:XA M!NE ITS BUDGET I N LIGHT OF ;URGENT NE\\' NEEDS. 
sa:-1:: TRA t~SF'SRS Or Fu~ms TO URGENT PRIORITY .:PROGRAMS MAY BE 
NZCZSSA?.Y. TO Eh'D THE DISCUSSION, KY. TOLD 'MP'll° .TO .GET STARTED 
P. IG ~ A'JJ AY, EVEN IF' IT Ot-.'.L Y t'.EANT SE~mING .A.'BULDO,ZER WITH A 
~A ·:m:~~ TO START CLEARING RUB3LE. HE SAID .HE ·1s ·coNSIDERING 
?~ZS~ ~ffI NS THE PL" N T.O THE NATION O~! TELEVISION. - . -. 
5. t"IO--?.I"LI?. ~TIO'·J 'iJAS A HOT TOPIC AT MORNING ,'jNij AFTERNOO.N 
szssro:~s. tn~1 IST I:: RS ALL CO~PLA!NED THAT 'NEli. '10BILIZATION·- _ 
Pl:A~S t'fOUbl> STRJP THEIR MINlSTRl€S OP ESSENTIAL ·TALiNT ; -)('( ,. 

. ·• j' • 

PRESERVATION COPY 



r,-H;jE. T RUMJ IR 19507 -B ,E! C ~ f T ... 
DEID:21 IN PRINCIPLE THAT EXPERTS WOULD BE DRAFTED :tN PLACE 
~J, -~TTER 'RECEIVING MILITARY TRAINING, WOULD REMAIN IN THEIR 
JOBS. THANG SUGGESTED A THREE-DAY .. TRAINING PROGRAM. THE 
~INISTER OF DEFENSE WILL DRAFT A PLAN. 

5. · THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE LIRECTED THAT COUNTRYSIDi ALL 
FISHI NG BOATS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO FI!;rn DURING DAYLIGHT.;' 

. . 
7. AIR VIETNAM PLANS . TO . RESUME SCHEDULED I0€0UNTRY FLIGHTS 
TO QUI . NHON, BAN ME THUOT, . A_tm PHAN THIE! ON 15 FEBRUARY, AND 
TO TUY HOA ON 16 BEBRUARY. SPECIAL CARGO FLIGHTS CAN BE SET 
UP· BY REQUEST. . 

8~ THE ~INISTER OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS ANNOUNCED 
.TP.AT THE SA ISON-CHOLON TRAIN WHICH "CARRIES LARGE NUMBERS ·oF 
CO!'iMUTERS WAS READY TO GO INTO OPERATION. THE COMMITTEE 
REQUEST~D MAYOR CUA TO AUTHORIZE RESUMPT!ONOF REGULAT DAYTIME 
S8HE9ULE:S. 

9. KOMER VISITEDPHAN _THIET, TUY HOA, BAN ME THUOT AND DALAT 

.,.PMHS S ?H:!'.d IR 1§239 5 !!'. C R E I 
IN .II CTZ TO ASSESS DAMAGE, REVIEW RECOVERY ACTIVIETIES -AND 
DET~RMINE CRITICAL NEEDS. 

A. PHAN THI ET PROGRESSING WELL. -- EVA_CUEES BEING AMPLY 
CA?ED FOR, CLEAN-UP WELL UNDERWAY, RELAXED 1&00 TO 0730 CURFEW 
IN E~FECT, MARKET OPEN, FOOD PRICES DOWN TO NEAR ·NORMAL, 
FISHI NG FLEET ACTIVE, PUBLIC SPIRIT HIGH WITH LOCAL MERCHANTS 
A~.;D SURP.OU~D!NG HAMLTS HAVING CONTRIBUTED 

PPROX_I 
ITEL Y. 5 02l_, 00~ . 
PIASTEP.S TO REBUILDING FUND, FINANCE CHIEF' HEADING PROVINCE ' 
~ECOVERY COM MITTEE WHILE PROVINCE CHiiF PUSHING MILITAR 

OPERATIONS. 
EVACUEES NOW NUMBER 72,00; 6,000 ~ORE ARE EXPECT~D AS 
qESULT TF CLEARING OOPERATIONS INVOLVING HEAVY USE OF AIR AND 
ARTILLEP.Y IN · HM1LETS WEST OF TOWN. ABUT 1,300 HOUSES HAVE 
~EE f ry~STROYED OR HEAVILY DAMAGED. PSA DOES NOT BELIEVE -VC 
CA~ MO~ ~T SERIOUSS SECOND WAVE ATTACK WITH FORCES AVAILABLE 
P l ~OVINCES SINCE VC LOST MORE THAN 1,000 .MEN IN THE FIRST 
P..TTACKS. 
B1_' "JKER 
PT 
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'RR 11JErfEX 
DE P.U~JIR 19239 0441815 
ZNY SSSSS -
~ 1317552 FES 68 
F~ AMSM8ASSY SAIGON 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 65 63 

- !~FQ RUEHEX/WHITE HOUSE 
pt]E ?J S/DOD 
RUF:HLG/C!A 
R~~HIA/USIA WASHDC 4655 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
ST .~TE GRNC 
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B. TUY HOA WAS ONLY LIGHTLY DAMAGED. EVEN THOUGH ENEMY 
DID . NOT GET A STRONGFOOTHOLD IN THE CITY, THE VC INFRASTRUCTURE 
SURYACED TO ASSIST THE ATTACKERS. MANY WERE GIVEN WEAPONS AND 
TOLD TO FIGITT ALONGSIDE MILITARY UNITS. PROVINCE OFFICIALS, 
WITH HELP OF ADVISOS, ARE EXPLOITING. PROVINCE CHIEF AND 
PROVI NCE SENIOR ADVISOR ARE CONFIDENT THEY ·CAN COPE WITH 
P~ OBLEMS W.IT H THENOR!1AL AMOUNT OF OUTSIDE SUPPORT. 

C. 3A·~; ME THUOT IS IN BAD SH.~PE. C1TY HAS JUST BEGUN 

Pjfk' 2t;J.!M,IIP .J~3~ 4H3 STVE--T· ··· . . 
TO~10VING AFTER SHOCK OF PROLONG£!) HEAVY . FIGHTING AND 
WIDESPREAD DESTRUCT I ON. MORE TH.~N 21,000 EVACUEES ARE . 
ALREADY IN T~ MPORARY CENTERS. CORDON AND SEARCH OPERATIONS 
SOI:18 ON IN DITY. PROVINCE TREASURY w~.s COMPLETELY DE-STffOYED 
so THAT PROVINCE CHI£F' . IS WITHOUT rmms ECEPT FOR PROCEEDS 
FRO~ SALE F GOVERNMENT RICE. MORE THAN 4,200 HOMES HAVE 
EEEN DESTqQYZD. ~ASSIVE OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE WILL BE REQUIRED. 
NEVERTHELESS, A RECOVERY C0MMIITTEE HAS BEEN SET UP UNDER CHAIRMA~ 

· O:C- Tl-fE RPOVINCE CONCIL, ,WHO VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE 
m~ T Y.5: J 03 • 

D. LAST REMAINI~G ENEMY ·FORCES . WERt EXPELLED FROM DALAT 
. T!JD~Y. Dm!NT0WN IS PRACTIC.ALLY UNTOUCHED. SOME DESTRUCTION 

PROVr!CE SENIOR ADVISOR ESTIMATES THREE PERCENT OF" HOMES IN 
_CITY -- IN OUTSKIRTS, PARTICULARLY IN NORTHEAST PORTION OF 
TOWN ~HERE ENEMY HELD OUT LONGEST. THERE ARE REPORTS OF 
LOOTING BY MILITP.RY FORCES. T0DA.Y .THE MAYOR ORDERED L00TER·s . 
SHOT QN SIGHT. DALAT, RICH AS IT IS, SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
~~SOVER WITH MINUMUM OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. 

P~.r.!~ :LJn.1.t1-tiR::t 9~g9.--9··-r e--iif2t · T 
-~--' 

10. LATEST FIGURES ON EVACUEES SHOW THAT NU~ER CLIMBED TO 
4q5,00~ CV~?SUS 457,003 REPORTED YESTERDAY) -- ' 65,000 IN 
I CTZ C-NO CHP.NGE) 66,000 IN II CTZ CNOTMKQQJNX 38,012H2! 
D7 III CTZ C 196,0021 IN SAIGON/GIA DINH), AND 116,000 ·IN IV CTZ 
C ,_rp ·FROM 79,000). AFTER . MORJ:'. COMPLETE COUNT OF HOUSES 
DESTP0YEn, NUrBER NOW HAS REACHED ALMOST 37,000 •. CIVILIAN 
l)~D C3, '510) Ar-TD 1.vOUNDF.:D C 19,000) FIGURES ARE SAME AS 
REPORTED ON 12 F~BRUARY. 
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SJ.Cit.ET"""- -SENSITIVE 
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Mr. Prealdent: 

TJ:il■ le a •wnmary of tile capt111"ed 
docameat we ha Ye bee• waltlas for . 
You. will wlah to read •••l'J word. 

W. W. lt.o•tow 

MAC 0206J 
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.DE YSNKQA 45 0442043. 
0 1320362 ZYH ZF'F-5 
FM GEN WHEELER, CJCS, l/J.l\SH DC 
TO MR ~OSTOW, WHITE HOUSE, WASH DC 
MR CLIFFORD, WHITE HOUSE, 4ASH DC 
MR RUSK, STATE DEPT, WASH DC 
MR HELMS, CIA . 
GEN JOHNSON, CSA,. WASH DC 
GEN MCCONNELL, CSAF, WASH DC 
ADM MOORER, CNO,. WASH DC· 
ZEN/ GEN CHAPMAN, CMC, WASH DC 
0 1314112 ZYH ZFF-1 
FM GEN WESTMORELAND COM USM Acv 
TO ADM SH.4RP CINCPAC 
GEN WHEELER CJCS 
SMB BUNKER SAIGON 
·GEN ABRAMS (MACV FWD) 
ZEM 
~E C R E-- T MAC 02063 EYES ·oNL Y 

1969 FEB . 13 22 11 

1. A DOCUMENT DATED 9 FEB~ ·PROBABLY WRITTEN 
BY RANKI:1-JG CADRE OF MR,5, WAS TAKEN FRCXvI. SENIOR 
CAPTAIN PHAN, DUY DAI, A SENIOR MILITARY MEMBER OF' . 
THE QUANG ~~AM PROVINCE COMMITTEE CAPTURED AT 'DANANG. 
THIS DOCUMENT IS ESSENTIALLY A CRITIQUE OF. THE 
ENF11Y• S TET OFFENSI\J-E THROUGH 9 FEBRUARY. 

· 2. THE FIRST PARAGRAPHS REITERATE THE 
STANDARD CURRENT CLAIMS OF VC PROPAGANDA. THE 
AUTHOR CLAIMS A BRILLIANT VICTORY, ·DESTRUCTION OF 
1500 AIRCRAFT, HUNDREDS OF ARTILLERY PIECES, LI BERA-
TI ON OF: 'TOWNS AND CITIES AND so FORTH. HOW2VER, THE . 
REST OF THE DOCUMENT IS DEVOTED TO A MORE REALISTIC 

·APPRAISAL OF THE-SITUATION. 
3. THE D_OCUM ENT ADDRESSES,. THE TWO MAIN TASKS 

OF THE CURRENT CAt1PAIGN--THE "GEl~ERAL COUNTERATTACK"· 
AHD THE "GENERAL, UPRISING." THE AUTHOR REFERS TO 
THESE AS "T N0.1" AND "T NO. 2" RESPECTIVELY. 
HE DESCRIBES THE ANALYSIS BY THE CURRENT AFFAIRS 
cav:MITTEE OF MR 5 OF' THE DEF'ICIENCIES IN CONCEPT 
.AND TIMING OF THE TET OFFENSIVE. , . 

4. THE DOCUMENT ADMITS TO A FAILURE OF THE VG 
TO GAJN POPULAR SUPPORT " ••• /4 BI3 MISTAKE." iT ALSO 
ADMITS TO A FAILURE TO DEFECT RVNAF TROOPS ("~iLI­
.TARY PROSELYTING" IN VC TERti1S), : AND T,O A FAILURE IN 
.COORDINATING THS ATTACK RESULTING IN PREMATURE 
ATTACKS. 

5. THE AUTHOR ATTRIBUTES THE FAILURES.TO 
WEAKNESSESS IN BOTH PREPARATibN AND EXECUTION. · HE 
STATES THAT THE POPULACE.WAS PASSIVE BECAUSE THtY 

, HAD NOT BEEN POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND ORGANIZED. 
HE ATTRIBUTES MILITARY FAILURE TO THE TIMIDITY·OF 
MAIN FORCES WHO SHOULD HAVE BEE~L USED F'OR "CLOSE 
ATTACKS," I.E., IN THE CITIES. THEY STAYED "OUT-

0ECLASSIFIEO 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 

SIDE" AND• FAILED TO "SERVE THE IMPORTANT POINT." 
EXECUTION OF' THE OFFENSIVE WAS. "STAGGERED" BECAUSE . , . , ~ A Mamo, Jan. 5. 1988 
SOME UNITS DID NOT RECEIVE ·A DELAY ·oRDER FOR "N DAY." By~ NARA. Oate .7-tz, -4 L- · 

. (THIS IS OUR FIRST INFORMATION EXPLAINING THE 24-
·HOUR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MR 5 ATTACKS AND ATTACKS 
· ELE!.JJfERE.) THE AUTHOR CLAIMS THAT "MIL IT ARY · 

PROSELYTING" WAS . " ,WELL DEVELOPED," BUT UNCOORDINATED. 

: '•: ;'~ --~ ~ ••• i ;l8:·5, ~N-~!S ~@e, ;n~! ·~c~o;~;M1~¥ i~~;r;:; . ,, •· . 
' I'" • J . . . ' . · . ; . .. ' ' •. . . • ,. ' · . ... ..v: .. A!\! H ~f 
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S~lE t;~~J!TS DID NOT RECEIV E ' ro t·, ~ ~ ~-:,-~ ',., " 
cTHIS rs r0 . .. .,_ • ·~:re!~ DCPL.t.HlHrc ;wi ~4-
.HOUR ~~~~~~~~~ § ATT.&.9i(0 Am, Nf'f1,c'KS- . 
ELE~l TH~T " ~ Tl TTARY · 

~ , . J . L ' •V ..JRDINATED. 
6 •. MR 5 ANALYSIS OF' THE OVER.!\LL STRATEGY 

CONSIDERED THAT THREE OPtrmrn OR .. CIRCUt·1STANCES" ARE 
OPEN. 

A.. CONTINUE WITH ATTE~1PT TO GAIN POPULAR 
UPRISING C "2T"). 

B. GET GENERAL COUNTERATTACK PROCEEDING 
"TO SOME D5:GREE" .~ND THEN TRY UPRISING AGAIN. 

. C. G:€T GENERAL COUNTERATTACK WJDER1.JAY 
WITH GENERAL UPRISING STILL NOT POSSIBLE; RETREAT, 
CO~SOLIDATE AND TRY AGAIN AT A LATER DATE. 
THE AUTHOR STATES THAT THERE WERE A FEW CASES -IN 
WHICH THE GENERAL UPRISING WAS PROCEEDIN~ E.G., 
TAM K~ AT SAIGON AND· HUE, THE· SECOND "CIRCUM-
STANCZ" PERTAINED, · I.E., GENERAL COUNTERATTACK AND 
GE'.·JERAL UP~ISH'.G. . IN MOST AREAS, HOWEVER, , THE : 
THIRD CIRCUMSTANCE, GENERAL ATTACK AND NO UPRISING 
OCCURRED. 

7. MR 5 C6NCLUDES THAI STRATEGY MUST BE BASED 
O:-ii THE FIRST CIRCUMSTANCE. THE "GENERAL UPRISING" 
~UST BE ACHIEVSD WHILE RELATIVELY STRONG .FORCES 
STILL EXIST, RURAL . BASES ARE INTACT AND ADM IN I STRA­
TI ON STILL EFFECTIVE. SPECIFICALLY, MR5 ADVOCATES 
KEEPING UP TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN THE CITIES, . 
RESTORING GUE~RILLA WARFARE OUTSIDE TH£ C~TIES, AND 
LAUNCHING CONTINUOUS WAVES OF BIG ATTACKS. POLITI­
CALLY THE NEW FRONT ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE CONSOLI­
DATED AND EXPLOITED. THE PROBLEM OF PREVENTING ·A . 
DROP IN MORALE IS TO BE CONSIDERED "IN A CRITICAL 
A~D CONTINUOUS MANNER" BY POINTING OUT RECENT 
EVENTS AS VC VICTORIES AND EXPLAINING THE RECENT 
ATTACKS IN THE CONTEXT OF A SERIES-OF EVENTS. 

8. , OUR ASSESSMENT OF THE DOCUMENT CARRIES THE 
USUAL HAZAR!)S OF INTERPRETING THE TURGID COMMUNIST 
STYLE ' OF EXPRE:SSI0N. FURTHER, 'IT SHOULD BE 
'NOTED TH ,~T THE DOCUMENT -EXPRESSES THE VIEWS OF BUT 
ONS IMPORTANT HEADQUARTERS; .MR 5'S ANALYSIS MAY. NOT 
PREVAIL IN THE OVERALL REEVALUATION THAT IS 
CERTAINLY UNDERWAY WITHIN THE ENEMY LEADERSHIP. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE FIND THESE POINTS PARTICULARLY 
SIGNIFICANT AND FAIRLY CLEAR: . 

P... "T NO. 1 ", THE G'S:NERAL COUNTERATTACK, 
AND "T N~2", THE GENERAL UPRISING, WERE TO BE 

·SIMULTANEOUS, NOT CONSECUTIVE. IT IS NOT SO CLEA~ 
.WHETHER THE KHE SANH, DMZ, AND B-3 FRONT ATTACKS 

WERE TO BS PART OF' "T NO. 1." WE BELIEVE F'R0:-1 
. OTHER EV.I DENCE THAT THEY PROBABLY WERE; THE LACK OF · 
SEPM~ATE TRE.4TMENT OF THOSE AREAS IN THE DOCUMENT 
ALSO SUGGESTS THEY WERE TO BE P~RT OF THE "GENERAL 
COUNTERATTACK." WE HAVE NO GOOD CLUE AS TO THE 
REASON F0:1 THE LAST M !NUTE POSTPONEMENT ORDER FOR . 
"N DAY", BUT IT COULD HAVE BEEN DUE TO PROBLEMS IN 
GETTING THE NV A ATTACKS IN REMOTE ATEAS UNDERWAY. 

B. THE ENB1Y R&ALIZES THAT HIS EFFORTS 
HAVE' LARGELY FAILED. MR 5 SE~S NO REAL ALTERNATIVE 
TO CONTINUATION OF ATTEMPTS TO ACHIEVE A GENERAL 
UP~ISING AND rs WORRIED ABOUT THE EFFECT OF· REGENT 
F)J ENTS ON THE MOR ALE OF CADRE AND. THE RANK. AND FILE. 

r;, THE B eCMP! E?iT Pfl QH IDES C ONH HiQHiQ. 
·-·- ,-;:~ ---~ ,.,,- '.t " oT ~ ri,:;-,•:·~,::iq. jrp;pci•i~ 1r'i .~ l!XJll"'e'fra!3 -AT 

- • : C . 4 i : . • :- • ;-.. \~ • ( , \ . l_ ~ -:;, -~ •· ,: '. ~--~ W . . 

NOW 



SIMULTt1NI::OUS, (·JOT CO:~S i:: Cl!TIVE. IT rs NOT so CLEAR 
WHETHEri P{E X:HE SANH, OM Z .ti.~JD .TT ACKS 
WERE TO BE PART OF .. T NO. • " ' -· . !::LI EVE FR 0:1 
OTHER Ev·1 D~NCE THAT THEY r-i ~ABLY WERE; THE L , OF 
SEPARATE TR£./:\ TIit ENT OF "". SE AREAS IN THE · .. !~1 ENT 
ALSO SUGGESTS THEY' ~~ E TO BE PART OF - ~ "GENEP -
COUNTERATTACK." 1E HAVE NO GOOD AS TO - ,~ 
REASON FQI{ - r. LAST MI NUTE POS..,. 
"N DAY" .:.:;dT IT COULD HAV , . "-!....N N 
GETT. .. ~ T! ~ . M . i . • 

B. THE ENEMY REALIZES THAT HIS EFFORTS 
HAVE:' L~RGELY FAILED. MR 5 SEES NO REAL ALTERNATIVE 
TO CONTINUATION OF ~.TTEMPTS TO ACHIEVE A GENERAL 
UPRISING AND IS WORRIED .~BOUT THE EFFECT OF RECENT 
EVENTS Oi'-i THE MORALE OF CADRE AND THE RANK AND FILE. 

C. THE DOCUMENT PROVIDES CONVINCING 
EVIDENCE THAT A GENERAL UPRISING WAS EXPECTED .AT 
HIGH LEVELS, AND -WAS NOT MERELY A CYNICAL 
PROPAGANDA PLOY TO INSPIRE THE LOWER ECHELONS. 

D. IF MR 5 • S VIEWS PREVAIL, THE ENEMY 
WILL STRIVE TO KEEP UP CHAOS WITHIN THE CITIES, 
PREVENT THE RETURN OF STABILITY, _ AND LAU.NCH. 
ADDITIO~AL LARGE-SIZED ATTACKS-~_ALL STILL DES!GNED 
TO PROVOKE A GENERAL UPRISING. HOWEVER, MR 5 MAY _ 

. BE ADVOCATING A ·couRSE OF ACTION WHICH IS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO COSVN OR HANOI. 

9. INTERROGATION OF SENIOR CAPTAIN PHAN DUY 
DAI IS PROCEEDING AND, IF APPROPRIATE, WILL BE 
SUBJECT OF A SEPARATE MESSAGE. 

SSO NOTE: DE½IVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
900 
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INFOllMAnON 

GONJ'l&KHTIAL -

. T•••J, Feltl'ury lJ, 1968 
5:15 p. m. 

Mr. Pn•ldeat: 

Herewltb E. V. lto•tow &ad Demlq 
have a frlea41ly and coa.atractl-n chat 
wlth Sdllller la Boaa; bat they are ■till 
aoma dl•taac• from a hard pollcy oa: 
DC acceleratlaa Ke_.y lto,md 
Ndutl-..; a t.U ftaaaclal ofl•et; aad 
accelel'&tlq tile brlqla1 la el tbe new 
IMF r•••rY• -lt (Special Drawlq •lsM•>• 

w. W. Roatow 

Bona 8266 

CONJ'IDEHTIAL 

WWRoatow:rln 
DECLA SIFIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 1t, - Lo(p 

By CW , NARA Date t1-1-tt1 
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suBjEcTi Rosrow~DEMING~TRE21sE~ScHILLER ·TALK 

BERLIN FOR AMBASSADOR MCGHEE 

· fg UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOW, UNDER ' SECRETARY DEM!NG6 AMBASSADOR 
. TRE?ISE, AND . DCM FESSENDEN , MET THIS MORNiN~ wiT~ ECONOMi2s __ _ 

MIN I STER SCHILLER I UNDER SECRET ARY SCHOELLHORN.o ,AND ASS I ST ANT ' 
SECRETARY SCHLECHT~ 

2o SCHILLER STATED THAT AN INCREASE IN DOMESTIC , DEMAND iN GERMANY '· 
WAS DESIRABLE AND ADVISED THE UNDER SECRETARYo iN HIS LATER 

. . 
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r:,_.GUR_ES, IS-- WELL - ~NDERWAYll:~J,-COMMENT _i THE DECf;MB§:R FIGURES MAY WELL 
HAVE BEEN SO MUC~~FFECTED BY THE VAL~E ADDED TAX AS TO BE 
QUITE UNREPRESENTATIVE~) 

3 Q MIN I STER SCHILLER ARGUED THA y · IJc·S;'o-·PRO·TECT YON I-SM- -1.S-,vVERY~ 
(?:ANGERQuS ·o ~E SAID THP.T _ DEf?RE, w1,T'~(- ~_f:l_oM·· HE :· HAD F"LOWlf F·~oM NEW 
DELHI TO PARIS., HAD SAID THAT !--r···:rHE~i]J.}-0S·o· :.r ·ooK'·-RESTRICT::f\iE 
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So ON UNILATERAL! KENNEDY ROUND ACCE~ERATION., WHiCH THE ~NO~~ 
s EC RETA Ry . MEN T I ONE D. A s:io.~ E~JS aror..s:r,1:0~:~-N~iii:arlIHE'.irEE-~ ;- . 
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· ".FOP SZCltZT 

I 'belle'Ye y• wW wlab to read thla •_,,ma?y of lafonnatloa on the 
AllVN. la abort: 

TIiey were uoat 40-50,. atn .. th oa 2f 1 .... ,.,, ltecaue of 
Tet leaYea; 

-- Tiley may now be nck to aboat 75'- of nreapll; 

-- Tlaen are atlll aome eoldlel'• who b&Ye aot beea able to 1•t 
back to their ualt•• partlcalarly 1a IV Corpa; 

-- Komer la worklq Oil 1•ttlas paclflcatloa 1•laa aaalll; 

Weaty laa• l••ae4 an excelleat order la th• •am• dlrectloa. 

Tlae fall text taat foll...-. wW 11,,. yoa a more pncln feel for a 
aomew.laat aacertala and lllcemplete plct11N. 

W. W. Jloetow 

cc: Mr. Clark Clllfotld 
Geaeral Maxwell D. Taylor D~IFIPD 

Authority OS /)/0-?[; 7,f, ·,,ux. f --t( -(o 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

~IB~K)~-;;.'\DUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Status of RVNAF 

CM-2973-68 
13 Feb T'.lar1 68 

1. The attached report represents a compilation of 
information on the status and general condition of RVNAF 
through 12 February. The information on which this report 
is based is, of course, fragmentary and therefore must be 
considered extremely tentative in nature. General 
Westmoreland has requested a complete report on RVNAF 
units by 29 February. By then, the situation should have 
stabilized sufficiently to obtain a better picture. This 
report will be provided to you when received. 

2. In addition, the information set forth below was 
received in a late message from .General Palmer. 

a. ARVN 

(1) Advisors in II, III and IV CTZ's rate 
all maneuver battalions as combat effective. On the basis 
of information available at this point, most of the units 
were at about 40-50 percent of strength on 29 January because 
of Tet leaves. Reports indicate that of . those personnel 
present for duty when the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army 
(VC/NVA) offensive started, their alert posture varied 
from no preparation at all to those units in Pleiku and 
Kontum Provinces which were fully prepared for an enemy 
attack. At this point in time the consensus seems to be 
that ARVN units are at about 75 percent of strength. 
Soldiers are finding it difficult to get back to their 
units because of transportation problems, especially in · 
IV Corps. 
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(2) Advisors report generally that ARVN 
units, though understrength, performed as well or better 
than was expected of them. These units took the brunt of 
the initial attack against the urban areas and in many of 
the smaller cities they were able to keep the enemy from 
taking control. It is significant, however, that in all 
the larger province capitals which came under attack, as 
well as in Saigon, US forces had to be employed. Dalat, 
the only major province capital iri which US forces were 
not used, is still in dispute as of this morning (12 February). 

(3) The leadership of ARVN during this 
crisis cannot be completely assessed. There have been 
actions in which units were aggressive and decisive. In 
others, leaders have been criticized for lack of aggressive­
ness, and some commanders and province chiefs were relieved. 

(4) Commanders of US units tend to report 
less favorably than advisors on the combat actions of 
ARVN units in their area. This is only natural. 

b. RD and RF/PF. Information on pacification in 
the countryside is necessarily spotty because the focus 
has been first on defense of cities, emergency actions, and 
recovery measures. Now that the crisis has passed and 
communications no longer are loaded with 100 percent 
operational traffic, district advisors have been instructed 
to urge district chiefs to move forces out beyond the 
confines of district towns. Ambassador Komer has directed 
a quick assessment of the territorial security situation, 
to include locations, strengths, current missions of RF/PF 
units, RD support battalions, RD cadre teams of all types, 
National Police Field Force companies, province and 
district police and Provincial Reconnaissance Units. The 
first assessment is to be submitted by 15 February. 
Ambassador Komer is also taking steps to recover the 
pacification initiative. General Westmoreland's message 
to senior corps and province advisors states: "Wherever 
the tactical situation is so justified in your judgment, 
US advisors at all levels should exert maximum advisory 
pressure to get RVNAF moving out again to resume its 

2 -



territorial security role. RD battalions should be returned 
to their areas soonest, RF/PF should be urged to seek out 
the enemy, and RD teams should return promptly to their 
assigned hamlets. Otherwise a major pacification set-back 
could occur largely through default." Current information 
indicates more than half of the 55 RD support battalions 
have been withdrawn for defense of cities. By and large, 
RF/PF are defending their outposts, securing district towns, 
and maintaining guard of bridges and critical installations. 
In many cases, RF/PF are reinforcing ARVN battalions to beef 
up low strengths resulting from Tet leave and the continuing 
inability of soldiers to rejoin their units. For the most 
part, ·RD hamlets have not been objectives of VC Tet actions. 
MACV's efforts to assess conditions accurately and in 
detail should produce a reasonabl¥ accurate picture soon. 

3. As a matter of further interest; General Vien is 
reported to be encouraged by the absence of VC penetration 
into RVNAF units; the generally effective performance of 
ARVN division commanders; and the number of troops that 
are voluntarily reporting into various headquarters from 
leave status to take their places in provisional units 
while awaiting return to their own organizations. 

Attachment 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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REPUBLIC 01!, VIEl'WU4 J\ill.fu"'D FOOCES RVNAF 

1. Pre-TET Situction 

Arruy of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN} combat forces prior to TEI' 

consisted of 120 Infant;ry, 20 Panger, nine Airborne, and six Marine 

Battalions. The operating field strength of the infantry battalion_, 

that is the number of troops that could be put in the field to fig."1t, 

averaged about 400. Since the average opera.ting strength desired was 

450, the pre-TEI' strength of ARVN forces was somewhat less than desired. 

A battalion with an operating .field strength of 450 ·would hav~ an over­

all authorized strength of about 650-700 • 

2. Stren&-ths During TET 

a. RVNAF connuanders had authority to grant. leaves tip to 50 per 

cent of the assigned strengths of their units. Accordingly, the 

operating field strengths of many battalions at the onset of TE'.r 

dropped to an average of 200. In a few instances, a-unit co'illII'and.er 

knew an attack was coming in that area and did not grant leave for 

TET. Battalion strengths in these cases-remained at 400 or at 500 

ii' a ranger or airborne battalion. 

b. At least in some divisions, ARVN troops began to return to 

their units on 3 February. For example, in the 7th Division, it was 

reported that 250 troops -returned on 3 Febraury and 100 more on the 

4th. In one case, Go Cong, they were forllled into a provisional 

rea.ctiori company. How general this return .of troops to their units 

has been . is not known • . 
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3. Reductions in RVNAF Strengths 

a. Casualtiies During the TET Offensive 

Reported casualties for ARVN unit~ for the period 291800 

January to•l01200 February consisted of 1,900 killed, 7,135 wounded, 

and 86 missing in action. 

The total of approximately 9,100 casualties represented abo~t 

three per cent of the total ARVN force. 

b. Desertions 

There have been few reports received of desertions or defections . 

Elements of the ARVN 45th Regiment in Ban Me Thuot may ~ve joined 

_the Viet Cong; troops in ARVN uniforms and in vehicles of that up.it 

fired on a US civilian compound, and the Communists claim the defection 

of parts of that unit. No information 1s available to confirm Commnnist 

claims of defections of elements of the 1st Division in Hue, or of 

troops in Ba Xuyen Province; however, due to the confused situation in 

Hue, their claims cannot be either co~firmed or denied and remain 

"possibly true." Various Government of Vietnam (GVN) officials have 

mentioned defections by individual officers assigned to headquarters 

and support units in the Saigon area, but details on identifications 

and circumstances are lacking. In Sa. Dec Province, however, the VC 

reportedly occupied a number ·or .outposts (presumably Regional Force 

(BF) and Popular Force (PF)) in rural areas, -and Liberation Front 

flags were reported flying 
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over them. Also in that province, RD cadres repoi-tedly "melted away." 

·In Chau Doc, some officials reportedly doffed their uniforms when the 

VC entered the city, but put them back on after the . enemy was driven 

off. There is almost no information avai°lable on the status -of 

RVNAF elements at the district village, and hamlet level, where the 

VC have been active in several provinces, nor ori the status of RVNAF 

(RF and PF) elements on leave in rural areas during TET. These 

elements · would seem to be vulnerable to loca1 · vc propaganda claims 

of success, 

4, Perfonnance During the TET Offensive . 

a. Although the data are incomplete, reflecting the fragmentary 

reporting, the effectiveness of RVNAF _in combating enemy attacks 

during this period varied markedly. In general, the data reflect a 

mixed situation, with GVN forces reacting aggressively and courageously 

in some areas, but ineff~ctively and with malfeasance in others. No 

clear-cut'geographic patterns are evident, except that most reports 

of ineffective performance come from IY Corps. Generally, however, 

the reaction of GVN forces seems to have varied in direct relation to 

the professionaL competence and performance of their leaders. 

b. Leadership :a~ .the national and Corps levels apparently was· 

effective. General Vien himself was reportedly being steady and 

dedicated, and the Commanders of the Rangers and National Police 

effec.tively led their forces in the Saigon fighting. The III Corps 

Commander, · General Khang, reportedly performed well., but the I Corps . 
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Commander, General Lam, has been implicitly critJcized for an overly 

defensive posture in I Corps. The 22d and 23d Division Commanders 

in II Corps reportedly had their troops on alert during TET, and had 

restricted TET leaves; there are indications, however, that this alert 

was not fully honored in at least one province (Khanh Hoa). 

c. At lower levels, the Command·er .of the 24th Special Sector 

(Kontum) reportedly performed very poorly, drawing criticism for his 

preoccupation with his personal safety and for the destruction caused by 

his heavy reliance on armor. The Province Chief in Ba Xuyen reportedly 

became hysterical and lost control, and the Chief of Quang Tri Province 

was ineffective • . Jhe Kien Hoa Province Chief, however, reportedly 

performed creditably even after receiving news that h~s family had been 

murdered by the Viet Cong in Saigon. In Binh Thuan, the Province Chief 

and his Police Chief squabbled and blamed each other for deficiencies 

in security before the attack. The Kontum Province Chief reacted quickly 

and effectively, demonstrating excellent leadership. The Thua 
ti'-'.. 

Thien 

Province Chief was forced to hide for· several days when A Viet Cong 

occupied his house. The Qua?g Nam Chief was quite effective in 

organizing.and directing his forces and in attempting to maintain civil 

morale. No specific reports have been received on pther officials at 

that level. 

· d. The alert posture of RVNAF elements varied, but seems to have 

been generally adequate, considering their normal .standards observed 

during the TET holidays. Major deficiencies were noted in Chau Doc 

·4 .· , 
.. 

\ .-. ,. . .. . . -·· .·-···· .. 

.,,, 



; 

I 
I 

'I 
I 
I 

' I • 
. I 

l 
j 

i 
j 
; 
I . , I 

.l 
I 

-1 
•I. 

;. - .. ·.•.· . , ;. ' ......... .! • . ;-r ·, . ·. .. ...-

. -· 
... .,, 

Province, where ,defenses apparently were totally ~elaxed for TET. 

Quang Ngai forces, on the other hand, reportedly were not granted 

TET leave. 

e. Some. ARVN. infantry units were effective in managing to resist 

repeated assaults of the enemy. However, it was reported that other 

units, after initial pindown by sniper fire, maneuvered only slightly 

or not at all, but called in annor or armed helicopter strikes often 

resulting in heavy volumes of fire being directed into civilian dwel~ings 

causing resentment against RVNAF troops. The initial reaction of 

RVNAF and other security elements to the Viet Cong attacks were generally 

described as fair .to good with the nota,ble- exception of the forces in 

Vinh Long, Chau Doc, and Sa Dec Provinces. There was no organized 

resistance to the attack in Chau Doc, and Rangers in Vinh Long were 

slow in reacting and unagressive afterwards, In Sa Dec, provincial 

authorities initially "refused to operate." Considerable confusion was 

reported in the early defense of Vinh Long. ARVN units in Ba Xuyen were 

reported ineffective. In Phong Dinh, the reaction was slow but once 

the t~?OP_!l rallied, they displayed exceptional bravery and esprit. Out~ 

standing defensive performances were recorded by ARVN units in An 

Xuyen, Khanh Hoa, Dinh Tuong, and -Kien Hoa. A lack of planning _and 

organization was reported, however, in Kien Hoa. 

f. ARVN's performance, after the initial enemy attacks were 

repelleq and the cities were secured, seems generally to have lacked 

aggressiveness; In only a few Provinces _(Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, and 
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Dinh Tuong) were there indications of reasonably agsressive pursuit 

and a determination to maintain pressure on the enemy. In Quang Tri, 

ARVN units reacted slowly to attacks on district towns near the province 

capital, and their tactics tended to maximize property damage. "Over­

reaction" or excessive destruction vas reported in. other areas, including 

Kontum, Vinh Lqng, and Chau Doc. In IV ·Corps, ARVN forces were generally 
-. 

described as_ passive, unaggressive, and preoccupied with defensive --

. rather than offensive -- operations, except in those areas where US 

troops were brought in to assist in clearing the provincial capitals. 

In one instance, the presence of US forces was described as "electrifying" 

in its impact on ARVN. The ARVN 7th Division (colocated with~ brigade 

of the US 9th Division in My Tho), however, has had its'-troops out on 

operations during the pa.st few days. 

5. Current Situation 

a. There are few reports indicative of current RVNA1 combat 

effectiveness. In Quang Tri,concern has been expressed about dwindling 

ammunition, gasoline, and other supplies and the absence of resupply 

movements from the beleaguered 1st Division headquarters in Hue. Reports 

on casualties in individual units have been rare. In two instances 

ARVN units are reported at considerably reduced strength; one battalion 

reinforcing Vinh Long r~portedly had only 90 men, while another 

.battalion in Chau Doc reportedly had only 200 men present for duty of 

an assigned strength of 600; Many units are considerably balow strength 

because of the apparently widespread disruption of ·communications and 
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transportation facilities which probably has delfyc<l the return of 

._·· troops from TET leave. Moreover, the psychological impact of the Viet 

Cong offensive may add to the normally high AWOL and desertion rates 

associated with TET. 

b. · There are virtually no reports ·specifically describing RVNAF 

morale. as other than fair to ·good. Other indicators lack of 

aggressiveness, indiscipline in the . form .of 'looting and . pilfering -- m~if" 

:_suggest that morale has been shaken to some extent. Moreover, some 

officers have expressed concern at the lack of US military support in 

certain areas, and others have repeated rumors prevalent among the 

civil populace alleging US collusion in various forms with the Viet Cong • 

Vietnamese Marines fighting in Saigon have expressed dissatisfaction 
. ~ 

with the US M-16 rifle, a llcging it is inferior to the AK-47 automatic 

rifles with which the Viet Cong are equipped. This concern has not 

been reported else~-1here·, put o.ther RVNAF elements, not _so well-equipped 

as the Marines, may be once again apprehensive over their relatively 

limited firepower as they were when they first encountered enemy unit.:9. 

armed with the new family of 7.62-m.~.small arms in 1964-65. The 

Vietnamese Marines have also reflected concern .with the apparently 

plentiful supply of B-4O and B-41 rocket launchers .in the hands of 

Viet Cong units in Saigon; they have also been used extensively in 

other areas and may have adversely impressed other RVNAF elements. 

c. Popular reactions . to ARVN performance have been mixed. In 

two instances . (Quang Tri and Khanh Hoa), th_e populace rep~r.tedly 
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· indicated gratitude or appr,eciation for ARVN 1_s p,r.formance. In most 

areas, the people are reported to be confused, frightened, traditionally 

passive or non-committal, while in other areas . (Qu3ng Tri; Phan Thiet, 

Long Khanh, Vinh Binh, Vinh Long, Ba Xuyen, and Chau Doc) the popular 

·reaction has been generally unfavorable to RVNAF. A mixture of these 

reactions has been reported in the Saig?n-Gia Dinh area. Criticism of 

the RVNAF ranges from complaints about the lack of security to bitterness 

at the allegedly wanton destruction of property. In several areas 

(Vinh Long, Ba Xuyen, and Saigon) looting and pilfering by ARVN and 

police elements has been charged. 

d. There are.,no uncommitted RVNAF forces in RVN at this · time. At 

present, four RVNAF battalions are technically listed es uncommitted. 

In ·point of fact
1
in each Corps tactical zone one battalion is held as 

a reaction force. 

The RVNAF response · to the current emergency situation is summarized 

in the battalion mission assignments as of 29 January and 10 February. 

Combat Operations . 

Security 

Training 

-Reserve 

Pacification 

, .. .... 

, . 

TOTAL · 

29·January 

62 

24 

3 . 

15 

51 

155 · 

8 · 

10 February 

90 

29 

0 

4 

· 32 

· 155 

. , 
... 

., .. 

J, 

... 

.. 
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c. An assessment of ARVN battalion effectiveness at this time 

·· is complica tecl by several factors: the reduction in strength of 

approximately 9, 100 troops ki llcd, wounded or missing; the aftermath 

of the TET holiday leave situation (3,000 have been given trans­

portation back to their units, many others await transportation); an 

untabuia ted nun1ber of unauthorized · absences stemming from TET leave; 
I 

and continuing recruiting problems. Using a criter'ia of a minimum of 

60 per cent personnel present for duty constituting an effective unit, 

RVNAF battalion effectiveness is indicated as: 

ARVN Infantry (120 Battalions) 

Ranger (20 Ba.ttalions) 

Airborn.e (9 Batta lions) 

VN NC (6 Battalions) 

* Effective 

* Effective 

4 Effective 

6 Effective 

* Battalion strength breakdowns for ARVN Infantry and Ranger 

Battalions are not available at this time, but based on authorized 

strengths, the over-all per cent for duty level on 7 February was: A}VN 

Infantry SO per cent, Ranger 43 per cent·. As of 7 February, the 

average pre.sent~for-duty strength of RVNAF Battalions was: 

ARVN In~antry 

Ranger 

Airborne 

VNHC 

Authorized 

639 

.755 

836 

876 . 

Present 

320 

320 

350 

500 

As an ex.ample of unit strength deficiencies, . the 9th Airborne Battalion 

, 
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present for duty totals range from a low of 157 t!o· a .. high of ·500 out 

of the authorized strength of 836. 

£. In sum, in view of the incomplete information available it 

is difficult to generalize with confidence. It does appear that most 

ARVN. units reacted reasonably well to the initial attacks. Sub­

sequently there seemed generally to have been a lack of aggressiveness, 

and some breakdowns in discipline were reported. Although morale and 

confidence seem to have been shaken, morale does not appear to have 

collapsed. Because of the disruption of com.-nunica tions, RVNAF units 

are probably not well informed of the situation and thus susceptible 

to the same rumor~. that seem to be upsetting the civil populace. Thus 

their vulnerability to Viet Cong propaganda has probably increased. All 

factors considered, some ARVN elements would seem to be ill-prepared for 

sustained or renewed pressure witho~t a respite for several weeks or 

even months, and some in isolated areas operating without close US 

.support might disintegrate. However, many of the units can be 

expected to still give a good account-·of themselves. 
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TOP SECRET 

EYES ONLY FOJl THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Prealcleat : 

Toa abould know: 

INFO.RM.A TiON 

TueN&y, Fabnaary lJ, 1968 
4:00 p. m. 

Oeaeral Taylor aaala raiNd the qaeatloa of whether we ahould hold 
Khe Saba. He believes we could protect the coutal dtiea of I Corpa .further 
to the ...... 

(11111:Weatally, we now haft ta the Sltaatloa Room a terrala map that 
....-•n how to.ab the altuatioa la taere. YOQ may wish to drop down and 
aee lt.) 

If we dedde to pall oat, be believe, we abould not pull oat when Khe Saba 
la 'Dllder maxil.lRlm Mlp, bat ■ooner -- te upeet the ••my•• plaa by IDffl1ll 
west after he•• das la, emplacecl hi• l1DI.II, a.ad thea baa to follow weatward. 

He cloe• DOt recommead we baatnu:t w • ..,. to aet GIit. 

He doe• recommead.: 

•· aaothlr rOlllld of q,ae.UOIWII of ou- Khe Saha Mraleff, led by youHlf, 

- - oa the bui• of that, the ralala, of any ..-■tlou we may bave 
la a way that doeaa't leaft Weaty fe•Uaa either out on a limb or 
mlathated -- bat, pettlaapl, with rnore Qexlbllity. 

If we did aach a tWas we wollld, la my Ju.dam-at, ncpain a plaa to 
attack kn force, at our inltlatt.ve, at a time and place of OIII' choice. 

I 
;d...v~-T~ w. w. aoatow 

'l'OP SE&arr - EYES ONLY 

lJE.cu.smt;m 

~ t..t' •}:-'.ry .OS6-1C-z.r-7£' d S c ?-,,y,J"IJ 

B;Jl::J1;f- ., N.t+ A, Datr J ·[y';:f 2.-



WI-. Preddeat: 

TwtNay. Feb. lS. 1961 
3:45 p. m. 

Y Oil may Mft foraettea CMr aU.mpt to &•t 
Seaator Cuti• laat Satarday. 

He ••• la a plw all aftenao•t but Paal Waraka 
..Ued Wm tea mln&e• before be made hi• 
apeecb.. 

w. w • .Ronow 

Attachmellt (A/S.cDef 10 Feb 68 memo to WW.R) 



IN11RNATIONAL IICUIITT AHA.Ill 

FPR OFFiCIAL USE ONLY 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. W.W. ROSTOW I:::-

10 February 1968 

As you requested, I called Senator Cari T. Curtis (Nebr.) and reached 
him at 6:20 p.m. at the Booth Hotel in Independence, Kansas. I re­
ferred to UPI 51 and said that I wanted to be sure that he had the 
facts before he made his proposed reference to the PUEBLO incident. 

I explained to Senator Curtis that Secretary McNamara had never 
said that the PUEBLO was not at all times in international waters 
and that, on the contrary, we had every reason to believe that the 
commanding officer of the PUEBLO had followed his clear instructions 
to stay a minimum of 13 miles from North Korean land. I suggested 
that it would be a disservice to Commander Bucher for anyone to 
imply that he had disobeyed these instructions. 

Senator Curtis said that he was making no such implication but that 
he was referring to "press accounts" of Mr. McNamara's comments on 
11 Meet the Press .11 ·1 agreed that some of the press accounts might 
have been misleading, but this was no basis for attributing to 
Secretary McNamara a statement that the PUEBLO was not at all times 
in international waters. I further.explained that Secretary 
McNamara's remarks had only referred to the fact that, because the 
PUEBLO was in radio silence from January 10 to January 22, we will 
not be able to prove conclusively that it was in international waters 
throughout that period until the commanding officer and crew of the 
PUEBLO are returned. 

Senator Curtis reiterated his reliance on the press accounts and 
said that the matter had been discussed in Congress on Monday. I 
again suggested that the press accounts were not justification for 
attributing to Secretary McNamara a statement he had never made and 
requested that the Senator consider the facts that I had given him 
before making his speech. He said that he would do so. 

FO.R OFFICIAL USE ONLY 



INFOllMA TlON 

-ti 
1/ 
✓ 

T•NaJ', Fet.ntary 13, 1968 ... 3:JS p.m. 

Mr. Pn■Weat: 

Herewltla a ••tailed ac:comat of the effect of weather on enemy 
operatlaa la I Cep•. l luwe marb4 the critical pa•••P•• It come■ 
t o thla: 

--· TIie ... my pnf••• to caadact operatleaa la th• Weeter• DMZ 
(Kile Saab area.) la tile perlN of the aortaea•t mo.n■oon a.ad traaaWon 
(MoY••• .... May). 

-- Th• ••my prelera to ceadact operatloaa la the eaatera part 
of the DMZ ••Laa tu perl .. of the •Ollllawaat moa■ooa and traa■ltloa 
(May-OctoNI'). 

Hla pn■eat plaa• ■Nm to eaYl■ .. • .,.n.tma from aow forwartl 
at 'both •-• of tile DMZ; for u:empla, Jut aow a nport came la of a 
Mccwl nalmeat puWac ltHlf la • ,..1u- to attack tile eomewhat 
woWtly city of 0--. Trl OD lloate 1. wlalcll 1• aear the coa•t. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

WWlloatow:rla DPilASSIFIFD 
Authority d~ /~-ZS: ?11 'l!Jsc J"---1</-;f't!I 

n:.CB.i:T 
By»; l1Y • N Dlle 2 --1( --'9 JZ.. 



INJ'OllMA TION 

T•Nay • l'ellnary lJ, 1968 
3:30 p.m. 

Mr. Preeldellt: 

Herewlth cable• from Vaace aA&'l 
the propo•al• of the Somh Koreaa• 
whlch are, ••Ideally, a mmdmum 
pHltloa Cy wlll ha•• to whittle dowa. 

W • W • l\OtltGW 

SeCNl 4207 
s.n1 •zoa 
State 114006 to Seoul 

SECRET 

WW Ro■tow:rln 

JJ,, 
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WE COULD . NOT JUDGE FROM MANN~R OF--PRESE~lTATION OR RE,~iCTIONS ,, '·; · .. 
;·ro 'VANC::/?0:1TER C0~1i"1ENTS HOW SERIOUS -THE MINISTER'S WC:RE A30UT . "' . 
'." THSSE Dccm1ENTS. FOR OUR PART. ~JE INTEND REJECT THESE DOCUl'i2N1'S .' .. ; . · . , ~ · . 
,ON LEG.O.L GROUNDS. : . . , , · · . . . .. , . •· ~- , 
: • ~ . . • . . i • ._ 
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,.JOINT. DEF"ENSE DECLARATION ·cJOINT WARNING. STATEMENT) (DRAFT) 
·?EBRUARY , 1968 . . 

.. 
. - . 

• 

••• •• ·:· - ·• •-:. • · •• - ¾ : : _· .- • ·_ <. -~-:::_-.,. .,._ ... ·:: .... -. 
.. ,..:. .. 

L . ,, . . 



. : 
. # •• ... . . :-.~~- ' 

' . '• 
... 

'- -2- . SEOUL 4208, ' FEBRUARY. __ 13 SECTION 1 OF 2 · . 

)'.·•::?l'iGE 3 RtJrd ... 0S t:20SE/1 S E C R E T . ... . . . . --_· ... _~··:-~~ 
~~- · CO~i:--:uNISTS 'CUU-1Ulf\T2:D IN SUCH VICIOUS ACTS AS Tl-!E~EC~Nr DIS?ATCH ·:. : · •.· 

>"-::·or 31 AR1•:E:D TERRORISTS INTO SEOUL IN AN ATTE:MPT TO ASSAULT THE: .·. ·1 
··:.· ··cFFICiAL RSSID::::-JCS OF THE PRESIDENT· ArJD THE PIRATIC SEIZU?.C: OF .. i . 

. ·· :uss ?UE3LO O~l THE HIGH SEAS, WHICH CLE1\RLY'.CONSTITUTE AC.TS Or , .\ 
.--:- ~- OP-EN AGG RESS IO ~l. _ .. : . 
~~ .. , '", . 

_._ .. 2. Dl S?ITE OF THE ABOVE, THE REPU3LIC OF KOREA, ALTHOUGH 
.:,, ; i'-JOT BOUND SY TK'E SAID ARMISTICE P.GRC:EM~NT AS SHE IS ~:or A 

: • . 

l 

! • . _.-. . 

:· :: ,SIG~lATORY THE:REOF, -HAS DEMONOSTRATED UT~msr Pr~TIENCE: AND SELF-
' : R~ST'RAINT 3Y RE:F'RAINH:G ITSELF FROM TAKING ANY RETALIATORY~ . 

-:. .,, :1., . , , ~ . ... 
- • • 4 . !,. : * • ...~ 

, ":: ii'>1E . .;suR:::~ IT HAS DO~:E so IN ITS RESPECT F,OR· THE SPIRIT ANi) • 
. i:. _1.??<I·NCI?LES OF · THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN MAINTAI~G 
~;' ~THE PE~CE A~D SECURITY QF THE WORLD, AND IN ·ITS EARNEST 
· .. · ,ASPIRt/17ION FOR ATT,AINI~G PC:ACErUL UNIF'ICATION OF KOREA • 

. :-; ' 

.. . ; I . 
::/f 3. IT - IS NOTi::D. THAT THE NORTH KOREAN. PUPPET REG Ii1E, HOWEV~i=,, .: 
· ··:· d~·PREP.~RATION FOR SUCH - SCHEME . OF AGGRESSION, AGAINST THE :EPU3LIC: 

··.: .: OF XOR EA·, SET UP GROUPS- OF 'SPECIAL COMMANDO FORCES COMPRISING Or ·) 
:.:•: ·:·sc01c: 2Z,ZZJ ''REGULAR ARMY OFFICERS-" WHO HAVE BEEN TRAINE:D DJ . . ·.'. 
•· · ·· 5:,:-f"',l'l ,.,.,:--:,r•L 11 'J 110 i;-Ac~ · 11 ND._H T · ,.Hc:- N·ORTH KOR-AN °u0 PE- R;-G-,,,::- ~ 
.. ·• • '-'-'-n- ut., .... ,"( ... L r. 1

1
h•" .. •~-, ·.'"\ · 1 A • ._ I ·~ : , .-: . , I:. , , 1 • .. 11, ... \ 

•• :.·~ ·\. -:_ • • * . 

::.. ~- . ·: 
.. . i· .•, ._ .. . 

,; 

• • • t • r \- • 

. 4. UND~R THESE CIRCUMSTANCES THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE REPuaLIC 
· .>'- .~or: XORSA AND THE UNITEo·sr·ATES DO HEREBY SOLE\1NLY ISSUE A STERN .. , 
· .'. ·. '.WA:UHMG lo TH°£ NORTH KOREAN PUPPET REGIME· IN UNEQUIVOCAL T~R~:s 
,. · . ·_;n-:~:r' UNLESS THE NORTH KOREAN PUPPET REGIME SHOULD CC:P..SE TO. COMMIT I 
. ·> :<sucH ACTS OF .~GGRESSION, !T WILL BE COUNTE~ED BY C0RRES?0~!DING -:·: 
' , : ·AND co:t.ME~:SuRATE PUN IT I VE ACTIO~JS gy· THE JOI NT FORCES OF THE . . . ·; 

. ?.E?C3L I::; 0 F XOR EA AND THE ·uN I TED ST ATES.. DEFEND I NG THE ·sscuR lTY. 
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: · .. . ·.~•JA~TON SEIZURE OF USS .PUEBLO ON THE: HIGH SEAS ON JANUARY 23, l9c8;· 

. WHEREAS BOTH THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOR~A AND 
• -\.J- ·,,·-,..o c:- --c: o... l\',...:'.)I ,.~ RE .. z ..... - 11 • , -.. , ; L,:. U:.u:.. .., .. All::..., r ~.1,:..n Ctt.l , COG:•,! ::. 1rL-1T SUCH AN t,Ci AS THE 

' · . .'.: CASE OF" THE AR~~ED INTRUSION INTO SEOUL BY THE: NORTH. KOREP..N · • \ : 
. / : C0~·1~1UNIST ?-!EGIME ON JANUARY 21, 1968, CONSTITUTES A SERIOUS - · .. 

.. ~ ~1E~AC:: TO TH::'. SECURITY OF, .THE ROK: . . . . _- _,_:: ; . . • .. 
' ' .. · . '; . 

. l;JHC:RE:AS. TH~ AVOWED FINAL OBJECTIVE OF "THE NORTH ·xoREMi . 
· .. ' ; COf•::vJUNISTS IS TO COMMUNIZE '"(HE WHO°LE OF' KOREA 88Y INTENSIFYH!G 
.: .. '(•sucH AGGRESSIVE ~1ILITARY ACTI Vi TIES: 
' .. : . I I , 

/- ._: ;:,-,: · ~~i!D 1.,•H::~::AS THE NORTH i<OREAN · ~O~iMUNIST REGIMt: IS INTENT TO 
· . .. :,· CAnR'If o,,- s· f"IH ;...:,._UEM~• . . . < . -~ r . :i. 1 _-i l u "'· : ::> v•. . , ~: .. . . 

•.·. : ·i · CO\·~Si0ERi .NG .-THAT STR.ENGTHENING FURTH.ER TH·c: D2:F"ENSE ~ 
·.;: · .· ~-- ·cAP,t_:?.ILI7IES Of THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA AGAINST POSSI2.i..E rUTUR~ · 

.' . :;•. lNTRUSIO~J INTO THE so·uTH OF' THE NORTH KORC:A~i COMMU~IS,Ts · WKICH 
. ;_ : !; wILL HEREAFTER 'GOtHINUE, IS · A MATTER-Or URGENT NECESSITY., AND 
'; .. ·· .. ( .·. ; . ·. _:· .--:.:··/:,"< ·,.: ·:.: ' . . ,,' .• .... . -:· ... . ... , ·: .. ·: .. . ' .'.' ' . . 
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;':_-->~> h:iAGE: 6 RUALOS 4208.S/ l ' .:6 E C R : T . .. :': . 
'.··:.', :· BY SC DOING, THE NO:RJJt · KOREAN ·cOMMUNISTS' . . INTENTION TO · INVADE 
:{ i_-_. , ~.re, THE SOUTH COUL_?_ -~:~>CHECKED: . ' . . . . ... 

. · ... . f •· t,JITH A VIE1.,1 ·ro RE .!i..PFIRMING . THE SPIRIT. Of .THE MUTUAL 
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. . 
,-. · .. , . l IN HU:.: EVENT OF Ai~ ·ARi)1ED P.TTACK AS DEFINED 1;~ Ai1TICLE. 
·:'.,· ;III c:=- Thi RuK-US · lJ£FENSE 'TREATY Qf . 1953 JXD OR UJ · CAS:S Cir , 
.•... DISP.;-:i'Cr. OF" Ai\i1EJ H~?ILTRATORS l~TO THE ·souTXERN PAKT OF KOREA '· 
- .:.·_· · .SY -r:-::: i~CRTh KGREAN C0i'1NUNISTS, IF such ACT rs · CONSIDERC:D 

.. ; 
• 

; 
r 

. •::. 

: . . 
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,· _.-. , . :TO: co:~STIIUT::: P.. SERIOUS ThREAT TO THE SECURITY - OF' THE R£?UoLIC ~ " .. • . 
-f· :'_: .. : OF : XOREA, "THE GOVE:RN~iENTS Or THE REPUBLIC OF, KOREA ANi'.>° THC: ··.: .. .... - ;_ 
:.,.:·.; ;u:\ITEJ s·r.~IES OF AMERICA WILL· lND'.i.VlDUALLY _A:m · JOI~IL'( TAKE ·; i . 
• .. " _.· . J . : . • ·_ l; . 

' f •• ... 

. . . -. ·: 
.·.· . _· :?;.GS 2 HUALOS 42Z8E/2 .,,J E CM c .T - ,· : 

'.l~iViEDIATE COUiH:~R-ACTION AND/OR EFFC:CTIV£ PU[HTIVS MSASURC:S, 
:CCr:RfS?u :'-JD I NG. IO A ;~D- CO M~1E NSURATE WITH SUCH ACJ OF AGGRESS 10 ~~. . • 

. . 

· ;. . 2. Tr.E GO VE:HNt·i~ tn Or ThC: u~ I TED . STA TC:S SHALL EXTC: ND" TO THS 
RSPU3LIC GF KOREA FOLLOWING SP~CIAL MILITARY · AIDS AND EXPAND ANO : 
_SIR::.(~GTH:::~ ThS FACILITIES RELATED THC:RETO: 

. . 
~- . · I:-'.C: SPEC I;.L iY1I LI TARY A lD UX:)~R REFERENCE SHA Ll. .• < . .: . 

3~ G~~~TiD APART FROM THE OROI~ARY ANNUAG 
~ILIYA~Y AID 9 OF U.S. FISCAL YEAR 1968 A~D; 
THiREA?T~~ WILL NOT B~ LESS JHAN THOSE OF u:s. 
FISCAL YSAR 1S67. 
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!S~~ FOUR HU~DRE0 THOUSA~D {4t~;~Z0) ~. 
c.;o ,-';\Sa 
U .s. F")' 
·u .s. FY 1969 THRSE HUN~RED Ih~USAND C3Ji,it~) ' · 

.,_ 
. . ' . 

. . . -. . 
... . U.S. FY 1~7~ THREE hU~0r<ED THOUSAND.· C3Z0,00~) .·· : · .. · .'. 

: .. '. .. . . . . . .. . . ·1-- . . . . . 

·. ' . . ·~ ·-L .- • I' I r-rD ' s•·•A-~S Alt.> c:-o-,c·- - ,. 'KU' c..:A St.:ALL . . _:,.• . ,,. ·· 
·, • '. I.., • 1 rl.:. 1J ;~. L:.' 1 l.:. · n , ;, ::.. .1. ,~ , · "t:. 11 • 

'.·_ · -~ : E.XPt\i,JJ A~0 AL!Gt•lENT THE E<'(lSTI:~G UiHTED · · "· -.. ·. -i 
'. i STATES AIR FORCE BASES- IN KOREA, AND CONSTRUCT ) ·. 
. ·:, ·.· ·;:. ·· FOUR (4) ADDitIONAL TACTICAL AIR FORC£ BASES 

.·:--: , · ... ~ :· IN KOF-iE.~ DURI~G THE SAi'iE PERIOD Cf<"Y 1968-19 70) •· " · .... • ~ . . ,, ' . 

' .. 

. ; . 

,-- ·_ : ~?AGi . 3 · RUALGS ~L,208E/2 :-5 E. C R i!:: T ~ · .. i ; 
· ;; t(~T IO1JAL DC:F'E:r~SE .OF' THE RE:PUBLIC OF KORE.Ci; ANO THE SECR?.:T;.r-:Y OF '• 

.. (ST;.TE AND TliS SSCRETARY OF' DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES ARi 
.:~ i H~HEBY .DESIGFATE~ TO REPHESENT ThEIR RESPECTIVE GCVERNMENTS AT ~ ~ 

.-. ·:· ' .. ;' A JCi;,JT DE?ENSE COUNCIL TO BE FORMED: AS. AN ORGAN fQR co;~SULTATlO:(: 
. ''. - i o~ JHE ~A7TERS AS PROVIDiD FOR IN ARTICLE II OF THE SAD LlEFiNS~ : 

:TRE~TY. THEY WITL MEET. H£GULARLY AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR FOR Thi . 
; .;3uV~ ?G~?OSE:, l;jl"\ILE THEY (Y;AY MEET F'R0:-1 TIME TO ·TIL"iE: AS r<,AY 3S · -~ · 
: ':J:" r , I I °; ':': :;- i'\ ' ' . . . . _ . ·, "! 
, t,-~4..,-•\WU • ... · . . 
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REF: VANTO 07 . . · . 

· ·. · The following l.anguage has been cleared and may be useful to you in 
' . ! .• 

: ' l, : • . l - • . ., . , I ·, 

~· ... · -~~- -- .. ,work~g up Joint Communique with Koreans; ,. · , , ·.:-:1 ·:1 
,- . , ~·:·_Qte . . · . ·· .- . · _--:- :•.".'"J·J '·: 

: __ · ;_:!:·:>·:, .. /.' ·{ 1. President Park ~eceived ~r •. _Cyrus R. · V2JJ.ce, Special Envoy of the · , '.{:·; 
r·.· • • , . ,.., . • • ., . • . • ·: ~ 

~ : :_ · ·: :· · · : ·· ·President of the United States of America on February.11 and February 12, . :~ ~ 
. . . . . •. • - ' ' '· . . . : - f. ' ' 

. ·-: .< : ·1968. i:Conversations between President Park and Mr. V~ce .were car~ed ·; :j ~\ 
,. :. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . ,_.: <\ ._t ••• L: 

·. -.'. · .. · · : ... on in the· presence· of ilia Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of · . : \ . · . . · f ; 
. -. ·· · · .. . ., · ·. l - .r :. 

\ -; National I)efense, and other high officials of the Government. ' The . ' :-l · ~ -:,.f _·: 
• • ' f • ~ ' l , • • ' • , i :t ••.:: 

. , . .. -~ ;~_·-,. _ American,Ambassador William J. Porter ·and GenerafC. H • . Bonesteel'; .. ·} .. · ~! } . . . - _· ... -.. r: 
·: ·. , : . : Cm:nmander-in-Chief of the United N ~"ti~ns Command,· also· participated. · · · · · ·' · ·! · f i 
.. . .. . a ;, 

• W' ' • 

2. · President Park and Mr. Vance fully exchanged views concerning ~-; :~ , ' ' ' ' ' ' ; "i-;· 
L11e extremely grave situation that has arisen as a result of the increasingly ·~ ·. ;U ·i - . ,., ? .. :_: 

~ aggressive and violent actions of North Korea over the la.st fourteen months ·· _· t:: 
· in violation of the Ar?rlstice Agreement, a.."1.d most ~ecently the attack 

, ,hi,, Eat,· · T•l•iar,phic lren1mlaaion and ,/' Ora~ed byz 
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directed at the Pr~sidential Mansion and the seizure of the USS Puebla. They 

agreed th~t these actions of the North Koreans must be condemned by all civilized _ 

peoples. 'They also ag-reed that these aggressive ·actioJ?-S seriously ~eoparclize the 
. ,-

security of the area and if persisted in can lead to renewed hostilities in Korea. · 
. . :· .. 

· They ~greed that a ·peaceful soluti9n. to these proble~s should be sot1;ght; in .accor­

.·. ,- ·.·: dance with the principles of the United Nations Charte;1 but if the ·~ggression con-
,· 

tinued, the two countries would need to consider what actio,n_sl1ould be talcen m1der· 
·-~--.,. . 

t..'ri.e Mutual L'efense Treaty b~tween'mc t.'1.e United States and the Republi~ of Korea. . . . . ~ 

. . 

3. President Park and Mr~ Vance--reafiirmed the commitment of the two cou11tries · 

. to undertal~e immediate consultations between themselves and with' other govern'"'. 

ments in t.1-ie event the security of the Republic of Korea is threatened. Tney noted -· 

the extraordinary m~asures which had been taken within the 1ast few weel~ to 
\ , 

' ' 

.. 
·t 

' 
·l 

• I 

... ... .. : 

.J 

j ·1 

, . I. 

l 

; ! !· ~trengthen the Ko~ean and American f~rces_ i~ the area so . as to leave then:1 in ~ · 

state of readiness to ·deal with any contingency which might arise. .... 
J i-

i 

'. 4. The President and, the United States Presidential Envoy also discussed the 
! ' ~ . - - - . ., . . 

. ·l . . . . . . . 
· ! mar.ner in which the additional $100 million of the United States military assistance 

i f • 

•· ·.; to the Republic of Korea recommended by PJ.~esident Johnson to the United States <5roR¥N .... 

1 Congress should be allocated ~o best enhance the capability of the Korea..'1 military r 
. . ' . . . . ~ . . . ~ . . . ' . . ·.. ... . •' "' ". 

forces to · def encl their homeland. : -Unqte. 
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INFOB.MA TION 

T•aday, J'eltna:ry lJ, 1968 
11:50 a. m. 

Mr. PrealdeDt: 

Herewith Amlt. Buuer lDdlcate• 
that he would welcome a brlef vlalt 
from Cy Vaac:e; 1tut he polat• to certala 
problem• and •1111esta how tuy WOllld 
be hanlllled. 

W. W. Roatow 

Sal1oa 19196 

SEC:aE'I' 

WWRo■tow:rln 

, - rr_AS. -...,,-:::D 
: .,-:, . ' ~ . ; , ~~c. 3.4(b) 

.:•.: , ·-:·- _ ":_· ,_.:,1c:i, f'eb. 24, 1983 

,~ , rL ~ , Date ,£z-/t:J -? l-
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l, I ,,,OULD ~.11\RMLY WEL.COME A IlHIEr .VISlf TO VIETNAM BY .'. 
·CYRt1$ VANCt FOLL0"1ING HIS CURRENT KOREAN VISlT. 1 HP.VE ... ' 
TAL'<ED TO GENER~L \•JESTMOREL/INO \t.lHO JOlt~S ~>E IN THF,SE VIE~.'S; ! 

-

0

'2 ' : -I---- S_E'.·F. "NO".'""''lNSU
0

PE~AnLE~' in6l~tF.~S-.-:'1\BOUT""~'SUC:ffa:-A7::VlSlT:.1:li:n;~ :RaS . ~ 
- Of., THf;: --0\IN; O.ft :0Y:.IETUAMES£; :nPHHO N , ::PRO.VIDED;ce:1lANC'-£·• s ::,: · . · . { 

VfSlT ~-::-I·S~ -CAREF:UL\.:\';:. PLA-NNF.o~--'AlJD="-EXPtli.-lltElhu:l& BELIEVE THE ' · i 
BASlC EXPLANATION SHOULD BE A VERY SIMPLE ONE, NAMELY THAT , ' . . . . 
~ 't 
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\. iSlNCE -- HE ~JAS UL:T HE 0 :-AREA1¥:t HE'~·-PRES 1.DENr~:ASl<EO--•.,:HtM·,_ TO~~ STO'P·~-!3-y-. ~ 
S.1\IGO.tL 1·0:·--1 Ai..K .. Jll:T K~-THE -~TO P-,--GV N -LEADERS~: f\ND:--G ENERt-.i.:,-:·wr:sT)IJORr.;;~ 
LI\ ND"" A Nt>--~frsEL r.:.~.:u~, 0 R DER: .ro· ,;; G'r"vr:: ---~r HE-,,,PR ES ID ENr-'THF.:-'" '£\E N EYI·I--U'F..:::.~·-.,...=- ===..1 

_ ;HI'S . :rPER-SO ~·P.1. .. ··A?'i>°R'JfC l.AI:lOJJ::~Oli' :~- RECENT:-:-·E.VENT~·HERW., THE:-CUEREmT .: 
;SlT'iJAtI.OJf?:JN!i-:::-f :QTURt .... PROS~,E:CTS--. VA~H~E • S VISIT TO XORE.A HAS ;, 
~EE-l·l ·pL-AVF.D· HERF.·~-AS· TH~-• frtl'(yDUCT Or P. CRISIS . IN US/ROl< · -~-
_Rf.L (i T IONS t~ND. WE -S HO·llLD-;BF.:.,..Cfi.R E:F'OUZTlr:~AV0·1rr-t:·:~ V!:sl :MP.L!I CV>.- · -~ 
-:r:10·.N:::-o·F::::-~•cn1·sTS'-' ' OR MAc.rOR -DIFFICUl,;Tft'.:r;:-nr~VlE:TN?t!~l;'~lT'RiXD ~ 
. ~~1T·H-·f'.tiE--G-VNw:,0-?~J:-~· .,.BROe~ E~-,rF.:-~ M~•·:;;,T-H£~ 1'4l) RE RO:Y:uI-:N.E~ l A-f)~''"""""; _ t 
. ' .1-NFO RMI\ l l.0~~ t.\1-:/J;~J-~~:t.~~§.~H.foYJ ~klid~!t~J}.~l~~~:;~~ttE'--8 E T-T F.F. • · ! 

. . . . .... ; . 

·-3. YOU SHOULD HAVE IN . NIUO THAT THE AMERT.CAN AND rOREGlN . . J 
·pp~ss CORPS HERE HAS BEEN GRE~TLY AUGMENTED DURING THE . ~ 
. P~ST 1AEl:'.1( 0 R so' AND N,03r.~1,rr:rEP.....JU)\\~ JHE:"'."""V:l Sl·T~ S".:JfA".N.D.l:'F.D~'1 .. ~ ~ 
W,!LL, R.EC.l-£:VE, .. JREME~DO llS7:-NE'.'.a.'S _ PLAY·•~ ·MO -·MATJER -W HA-T.,... \iJE, -5A,Y.,.,.,., ,· 

l lffR E-i-}llLb-;)-E -:A,:.:r,ERTA-I N:· c:AMOl.l~T- O~ -'RE.t',D ING' /C'RlS~S~~~:J NTO -.THE• . . .l 
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PNH.: ~l Rl!'.•1 .. 1!~ ]9)96--&-~ C 1( ET . ... . . ··~ 
FU)fLHE:R.·i ·:£XCHMiGtC ·o-t' vtE'.\-fs·· ~}F'QOESl!ONS ··THi\T ,- V,HJCE - l1!ILL· WA-N~ :· 
PIJRSU~.-· ~••lTH _SOT-H ·wr.STM0RF.LAMu AND -ME, ~S--~JELL . . AS ~.TlTH. . : 

,t;THt GVN. f'N 'TERMS OF TALKS \,11.'fH THE 0\IN, SUPPLF.MF.NTING 
THE' 11\ALM THSNF.S CONTAINl::D JN' ANY NESSAGE F'ROM TH£ PRF.Si• 
DEN'f ,' l THINK '1,1'£ WOULD ,,,A~1' TO LP,Y E"'1PHASJ.S ON A Mllf<BEP. OF 
POlNTt ~HICH I HAVE BEtN M~KING TO PNESIOENT THIEU DU~ING 
THE PAST T~O WEEKS AND ON WHICH l

0

BELIEVE ~EAR£ IN BROAD 
A.GREf.MENT. THESE \i!OULO INCLUDE: A-) ·-:-"l>te.-: :J.,l"'1PORT-t1J~CE.0FJr. 
·M1\JNTJrllN-l:~G-::·A-.::·.co·t1s1r.rur10NAt ··•·crovrRt~ 111i::N1. "I\Ntr·cO.NSTlT10:NAL 
.?RO Cf::SS'ES
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DO NO 1 · F.XPECT;:-~l RACl.E$); C > THF.: - I M?O~lANCE--.. Q•F'::"RA?·l-DL-Y: ,:RF.TURtH.~.i ~ 
.CONDIT I O~\S ro:.As I CLOSE--T-O···NOflMAt"· AS POSSI~LE AND:. til)\tl:NG··-~Ji~ .. : 
1,HTH.. PRIORITY P..R0GR/1.MS ALREADY AGREED. BETw~:EtF\lS; 0> ,··0URt'"·, ·; 
~•.llLCI NO NESS. TO -- ASS I.ST -·t.N ··EVERY" W.AY. \I_C- ~CAlC.r .w~.'. tJRG'Ewr:::::Re:crE=~~; 
,REC0NSTfWCTI0.N .. EFrORTS,: ;sEIZJNG ·rHE OPPORTUNTir::s TH~.T RECENT ! 
.. EVENTS O~FER FOR IMPROVIJG LI~ING AND HOUSING CONDITIONS : 
· F'OR THF. PEOPLE l ~ TH£ DESTROYED AR£AS, ~~Jtl"P.:•~ ~ 
F' 1 N.A NC...I-A.l .. ;t,AN:D~it£CHN-l-(;.A-~i~I-~~~ E, . ~ 
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THIS NIGHT ALSO JNV0LVE JNCRE·P:'S.EP·--ASSJS.TP:..NCE-..l.N ._T.Ef1MS:-:-9.k 
iHlPHO.YElLNlL-IJ_ARY--F.QlllPME Wf'··FOR- T HE- S UPPOR•t·--0 r~: . ..:.I.HE-RY~.A.F'·. 
J? F'./PF' -AND POL I CE FORCES TO, MEET Tl-1!::fR - tNCREASEO--NEF:DS~'AND 

\ 

iczt o COMPENS.J\TE . ·FOR 1'HE·~·suPERIOR WF.f\PONRY Or-·-TKE'· E'.Nf.MY. 
~-E> 11· "'0.lH.. D ·BE USEF'UL--F'OR-·VAf~Clt TO -- DESCfH3E -TH·E .. ·PROBLEfl1~. : 
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:cREt..TED:r.F'OR -US -BY u.s. - PllBLIC · flEAC1~IO.NS :-ro RECEtH ;_EVE~IS..:.1t.~RE, 
,PAR1'),CDLARLY TH~'. '' PRESSURE -PF':: CR IT I c·s WHO F'Ef.L ":1"H[;,£ NEMY:;M.z1y-=~""9-·- . 
:HA\1~: .. GO'T'.TE~l - THE UP?F.R .HANOc-PSYCH0L0GlCALLY.,.-AS~T-HE:-- -RES-UL-Ts-0F' ·. 

~
1TH E.l R AT.:r t.CKS •··:ONCE I\G AI t-1 ·->ir-·couLD STREss··yH(" ·.NE':Eo~ rcnr BR07~1D 
-NATIONALIST COOPERATION AND IMAGINATIV~ LEADERSHIP .BY THE GVN 
: ti.Np THE NATION/l.L ASSEMBLY TO COUNTER ·1HtS· JMP~f.SSJO~. r~"'l:!, . 
WO UL D·-·AL-S0.-llE.,-US EF'UL-~-'t Q.,~~lM<-E--T-H£-G EN·f:RAt.::·p-or .Nl':'."TO~HIEU· TH ti Tcs 

~ -WT.TH J :Hf.::, ENEN.Y ~ S. MAXIMUM l1S.E . . Oit;:.}tI S. :·RE$0URCF.S-··f:'OR...,sT-HIS: .R.£CE'~r 
: SOL UT.10.~.....10.-:-VI t·r NAM--·-A-ND··-N_OT.HI NG- ·S-HOULO BE ·-oo NE,.. OFf:..:SA,tD,-,-\JlH.CH> 
~MIG ~{T . Si:A.ND I:»~-J Hf._·.:.w.A~{i-Ort:F-Rll Il' 'F·UL~'2T AU<s .. :o.a .. :O.I.HR . . ACC.l!:~1'.A~-~;t 

~NE t:.t-H~-Hl:::1' IiJ~END ;I 
. ·- --· •··•· · ... •· 

8, THE?E ARE A FEW VIEWS WHICH OCCUR TO US AT THE MOMEENT 
'.pND 1,t!ST~P.ELAND ANO I ·WILL -1;RY TO ELABqRATE ON THEM AF'IER 
:Rf.GCIVI~G FURTHF.R COMMENTS -FROM vl/\SIUNGTON. ~PF.CIFI• 
b~LLY, ~ESTMOR£LAND
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WILL WISH 10 DISCUSS .HIS O~N URG~NT 
:REGUlRE~gNTS WHICH HE SUSMITT~O IN HIS TE~EGRAM OF 
:F~8URARY 12. BUNKER r: 
;BT , ... -..•. , · ............ · • 

' · ,iiCBE'P ..:. 

.. . . . . . .. 
• .......... ~ •• ~,&. •• ~- •• • __ ...... , .... • ••• ·-· 

.•.. . . 



Mr. Pre aident: 

-·- ------- --- -· 

Tue•day. Feb. 13, 1968 
11 :45 a. m. 

I asked Ben Read who. in State, had talked 
to Puduld. Ben said that the atory h 
perfectly atral1htforward. Laat Wechae•day, 
Sect. Ruak briefed a good maay member• of 
the Houae in one of hi• off-the- record mornlng 
••••iona. He stated that there had been an 
emissary in Hanoi. 

Macomber report• that Puclnaki decided be 
would be "doing the Admlmatration a favor" 
by revealina thia information imparted to him 
in coafidence. No one in State told him he 
could do tbia. 

W. W.Roatow 

P. s. Sect. Ru•k apolte in reaponae to a q119atlon 
from Repreaeatative Carey. The Secretary 
indicated the emia .. ry wa• •'foreign." Repre­
aentatlve Carey ia now call.hla into the State 
Department to find out what reaulte we had 
from the emiaaary. 



.%OP SECU'I' 

Mr. Prendeat: 

Tua4ay, Feb. 13, 1968 
11:30 a. rn. 

Herewith Bu Wlleelar'• nppl•meat&l'J report · 
from Weety. · · 

w. w. Ro■tew 

-.OP UCB ET attachmeats ( CM 3007 -68 13 Feb 68) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

U'hir.c Houk Guaddiocs, Feb. 2~ 1985 

av4 . NAM, Dace J - / tJ-92.--



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3007-68 
13 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. I confe.rred by telephone with General Westmoreland at 
0800 hours. In addition to the brief of operations attached 
hereto and his ninth report on the Khe Sanh area which has 
already been provided to you, he provided the following comments 
on the situation: 

a. A rallier from the 812th Regiment of the NVA 324B 
Division, currently located south of Quang Tri, stated that 
enemy propaganda to North Vietnamese troops emphasizes 
four points: (1) 80% of South Vietnam has been liberated by 
the enemy during the Tet offensive; (2) the war will end if 
every man and unit put forth maximum effort; (3) the 
ARVN is deserting to the enemy in large numbers; (4) the 
United States has no more troops to furnish to the South 
Vietnamese conflict. 

b. The situation is looking better to him in all areas. 
US Marines had a heavy contact during the day near Hue, 
and the 1st Cavalry Division had a heavy contact north of 
Hue. He does not have details of this action as yet. 

c. The Soviet model 120 mm mortar was employed 
yesterday near Can Tho in the Delta for the first time. 

d. Dalat has been cleared of enemy forc~s. 

e. Enemy elements still hang on in the Citadel ~n Hue. 
The third of the three ARVN Marine Battalions which will 
replace the ARVN Airborne Battalions ·in this action will 
move into Hue tomorrow. The situation in the Hue area was 
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better today enabling air support to be employed; the 
forecast is that the weather will be better tomorrow 
also. 

f. In Saigon, small enemy groups continue to be 
encountered in Cholon, but there appears to be no 
organized resistance. There have been sporadic con­
tacts with enemy groups of 20 to 30 men to the north of 
Saigon. 

g. Th~ C-130 which was damag·ed by enemy fire while 
delivering supplies in Khe Sanh has been repaired and 
flown out. This was a gallant, dangerous, and tough 
effort because the repair crews had to work all night with 
lights shielded in order to avoid enemy fire. 

h. The Riverine Force moved by water to the vicinity 
of Can Tho yesterday afternoon (Saigon time). Its objective 
is an enemy force south of Can Tho. He ordered this 
deployment in order to demonstrate that US forces are 
helping the ARVN in the area because VC propaganda 
directed at the population has stated that US forces 
have joined with VC forces to destroy the ARVN and over­
throw the Saigon government. 

i. He is employing additional barrier sensors and 
gravel in the Khe Sanh area. Preliminary information 
indicates that this effort is being helpful. 

2. General Bruce Clarke and Mr. Frank May born of Temple, 
Texas, met with General Westmoreland yesterday. Both seemed to 
be impressed by what they had seen. 

3. He regrets that I cannot come to Saigon and visit with him 
now; he hopes that I can come later when things have quieted down 
so that he can discuss the over-all situation with me. 

4. General Westmoreland raised with me rather diffidently the 
quantity and the detail of reports being requested of him from 
Washington. Back channel traffic has been extremely heavy and 
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duplicative requests for information are frequent. A recent request 
for much detail to be on the wires from his headquarters at 0400 
hours in the morning is requiring him to change his reporting cycle 
in order to honor the request. He expressed the hope that, except 
for the daily telephone conversations with me, requests for 
information can be handled through the NMCC in order to preclude 
duplication and reduce volume. Note: The NMCC has constantly 
opened and manned at both ends a voice circuit to the MACV Combat 
Operations Center as well as a teletype service. 

3 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

·.- ,: . . . ,··•-;, 
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;;t?P 3!.CM!'f 'fiCl1li: 

Operational/Intellige~1ce Briefs 

A lull in significant ~ilitary activity continues 
in all COr?S areas. Determined enemy pockets are still 
holding out in Hue and Saigor.. 

I COIU>S TACTICAL ZONE: On 11 February, 12 ~autical 
w~les Northwest of Hue, elements of the 1st Cavalry Division 
received 100 rounds of 82-mm mortar-•fire. Losses -- US: 
3 KIA, 28 WIA. 

Khe Sanh Combat Base received 32 rounds of 
60/82-m:m enemy mortar fire. A US Marine company outpost 
also received 5 rounds of 82-n"~ mortar fire. Losses -- 2 US 
WIA. 

An ARVN 37th Ranger Battalion patrol engaged 
an ur~known size enemy force 500 meters Southeast of Khe Sanh 
Airfield. No further information is available at this time. 

House-to-house fighting continues in Hue in an 
effort to eliminate enemy resistance • . 

On 12 February, a Highway l bridge 11 nautical 
miles Northwest of Da Nang was destroyed. 

On 12 February, 6 nautical miles Northeast of 
Que-~g ~ga!, elements of 2 US Army infantry companies engaged 
.;.:.1 enemy force of u..~known size. Losses -- US: 1 KIA, 4 WIA; 
VC/~VA: 78 KIA, 3 detained. 

23 small-unit contacts were re~rted. Losses -- US: 
1 KIA, 12 WIA; VC/NVA: 31 KIA, 8 detained. 

!I CORPS TACTICAL ZONE: A us Army airborne COID?any 
engaged a reinforced enemy company 7 nautical miles South 
Souti1west of Ban Me Thuot. Losses -- US: 2 KIA, 20 WIA, 
6 !•l!A; VC/NVP..: \m}mown. 

III CORPS TACTICAL ZONE: On 11 February, 17 nautical 
mi:as East Northeast of Saigon, a ~S Army light fire team 
r.:a.le contact with an enemy force of unknown size. A us Army 
platoon and 2 ARVN companies reinforced the fire team. 
Lossas -- US: 10 KIA, 4 WIA; ARVN: 4 KIA, 3 WIA; 
VC/NVA: u.--iknown. 

SANIDZED 
Audamitr. ~L--S . I I.{\ . o "l.l. o l.-'5' ( 

By, , NARA, Datc~ -<J1 

Enclosure to 
C?{-3007-68 of 
13 Feb 1968 
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On 12 Februa~y, the Bien Hoa Air Base was hit 
by 10 rounds of 122-mm rocket fire. Losses -- US: 1 WIA. 
Two C-123s and one C-130 were damaged. 

Clearing operations continue in Saigon with reduced 
number of contacts. 

On ll · February, 15 nautica.i miles Southwest of 
Saigon, a US A-.-my infantry company engaged an er.e:my force 
of unknown size. Losses -- VC/NVA: 9 ~IA, 2 detained. 
26,000 rounds of small arms arrimunition were seized. 

On 12 February, 25 nautical miles Southwest o= 
Saigon, a Regional Force cornpa...~y engaged an enemy force 
of unknown size. Losses -- US: 1 WIA; Regional Force: 
4 KIA, 12 ,-.,.JIA, l MIA; VC/NVA: 22 KIA, 24 detained. 

"I.V CORPS TACTICP.L ZONE: On 12 February·, 4 nautical 
miles North Northwest of My Tho, ARVN 7th Division continued 
its search and destroy operation. Losses since 11 February 
ARVN: 3 KIA, 15 WIA; VC/NVA: 30 KIA, 1 detained. 

An AR\r.-l search and destroy operation 3 nautical 
miles Southwest of My Tho terminated on 12 February. Losses 
ARVN: 1 KIA, 5 WIA; VC/NVA: 42 KIA. 

On 11 February, the Can Tho Airfield receivec 15 
rou.~ds of 82-mm fire. Six AH-lG ~elicopters received rr.inor 
damage. There were no personnel casualties. 

On 11 February, 33 nautical miles East Southeast 
of Can Tho, two ARVN battalions reported heavy contact with 
two enemy companies. Losses -- ARVN: 3 WIA; VC/NVA: 40 KIA, 
86 detained. 

At a special cabinet meetinc on 11 February, President 
Thieu r.1ade the following points,/ · 2sx1 ! 

I 2sx1 ~ (l) He is going to ask the National 
Asse5bly for et.\erge cy powers for one year; (2) tile govern~ent 
pla:r.s to mobilize 6-5, 000 ·troops in ~'-le next six months rather 
than in the next 12 months as =irst planned, with a 20,000 troop 

2 

. No Objection To Declassification 2004/03/31 : NLJ-141-021-25-1-7 



No Objection To Declassification 2004/03/31 : NLJ-141-021-25-1-7 

call-up befora l liarch; (2} . civil defense training and 
weapons will be given to civil servants; (4) self-defense 
units will be issued side ar;ns, but political or religious 
grou?s will r.ot be arr.-,ed; (5) ministers were told to be 
tightfisted wi·th expenditures; (7) excise and salas tax 
is to be increasel immediately; (8) dance halls/bars are 
to be closed permanently. 

Poer USAF P-40s engaged two MIG-11s 73 nautical miles 
Northeast of Hanoi. COMINT confin~s 1 
MIG-21 was shot down in this engagemen,...... -------------

The three IL-14s that took off from Gia Lam Airfield 
on the evening of 12 February reached the Vinh area, then 
turned back, apparently landing at Gai Thuong. Shortly 
after transports were airborne from Gia Lam, Vinh had 
suggested the mission be cancelled ;:>ecause of weather. Still 
later, Vinn advised Hanoi that th~ aircraft could not land 
at Vinh because of delayed action and antipersonnel borr.bs w:.ich 
had been dropped on the field. Vinh Airfield was bomoed 
by US aircraft on the 12th. There was no indication as to 
the mission of the I~-14s. 

The discovery of SAM Site 278 (occupied) a few miles 
North of the central DMZ area, along wit.~ the nearby Site 274 
{occupied), emphasizes the continuing SA-2 threat in the 
region. Both sites have unrevetted positions and are located 
in an abandoned orcha~d. There are also nine other suitable 
sites for firing positions in this area. Seven other SAM 
sites above the DMZ have been abandoned after US air strikes. 

3 
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INFOll.MA TION 

TaeN&J', FMrauy 1s. 1968 - 11:15 am 

Mr. Pre•l4eat: 

The Ecoaomlet coatlaae• to be the beat 
ba1aace4, cooleat cemmeatator OD tile Battle 
efYletnun. 

nae marked ...-u-. from Napoleea la 
lllpal,- releYeDt. A• 111ppl,- moyemeata •­
the LaN trail• bltllcate, tile,- are 1•bt& to p1lt 
tbelr •taek .Lato the I Cowpa offea•l••4 we•n 
1ot to " NMJ' to •• tile ome. 

The E c011.omiat 
The Battle Decide ■ 
Fel,ruary 10. 1968 

WWllo•tow:rlD 

w. w . ...... . 



General Westmoreland is hard pressed, all right­
but can North Vietnam and the Vietcong pull 

· a political victory out of their military gamb!e? 

Xever claim that a battle is won or lost when three-quarters people to draw is plain enough. They arc claiming that, 
of the fighting is still to come. The men who fight wars know whatever happens in the towns and at Khc Sanh, they have 
better than that. They leave it to the armchair strategists to as good as won the war. By carrying the fighting from the 
announce in ~!arch 1918 that this time the Germans really countryside into the towns, they say, they have destroyed 
have broken through in France, or in September 1950 that such credibility as the South Vietnamese government wen 
the Inchon landing has virtually wound up the Korean war. from last year's elections. The quarter of South Vietnam's 

· The history of war is studded with battles that didn't end the population that has been living in the relative security of 
· way they started. the towns will be so frightened of ar.othc:- attack that it 

The armchair strategists arc now having a field day with wilt be ready to pack the whole thing in. The allies, having 
Vietnam. But the fact is that the great battle which opened been challenged in the towns, will conclude that the slow 
on January 30th has run only a fraction of its course. By but steady gains they have been making in the countryside 
Thursday General Giap had not yet committed himself at since 1965 have been wiped out. They will reckon that the 
Khc Sanh, up in the comer between the demilitarised zone clock . has been pushed back three whole years or more. 
and the Laos border. His North Vietnamese regulars, using And the Americans will feel so dcpr~d that they will wash 
tanks for the first time, have overrun one outpost manned their hands of Vietnam and go home. 
by South Vietnamese irregulars. Those tanks must be worry- This is the communist claim, and it has already been 
ing the Americans ; even a few of these surprise arrivals can · -accepted by some people without demur. The Vietcong 
do a lot under cover of the monsoon clouds. But it is taking · have plainly done vcrv well. Their attacks on the towns have 
General Giap a long time to make up his mind for a go at the tumcd out to be something considerably bigger than a 
main American position at Khe Sanh. Nor has the fight for diversion by suicide squads to pull American troops away 
the towns reached an end. General Wcstmorcland's forces from the confrontation at Khe Sanh. k is still unlikely that 
have reoccupied most of the coastal cities, and part of the it was the other way round-that Khe Sanh 'is the actual 
citadel at Hue. The Vietcong is still holding out in parts di\'ersion-i( only because it has not diverted anything very 
of Saigon, and in a number of towns in the southern delta much. The Americans seem to have moved no more than 
and the central hills. The full evidence is simply not in yet. one brigade of troops from farther south to support the 
It will not be in until 20 or 30 separate actions, probably . beleaguered marines in the north. No matter: there is no 
including the set-piece slogging match at Khc Sanh, have dodging the fact that the move against the towns caught the 
been fought through to a finish. And until the cvidQ1ce is allies unprepared. 
in, hasty political conclusions arc hostages to the battle itself. · Yet there is something curious about the communists' claim. 

The conclusion the North Vietnamese and their allies want What they arc claiming is essentially a psychological more 



than a mililai-y victory. They an: saying that this battle will 
force the allies to reassess their attitude to the war, and lhcy 
arc saying it before they know how the battle cnrls. This 

. su,.,,.,.csts that the communisls arc not at all confident that 
~o f 

·they are going to get the bes~ of the present test o amis: 
that they suspect they may neither take Khe Sanh nor. hold 
the towns.' ' It reinforces the belief ·that they arc stakmg a 
crreat deal on · ·an attempt to rattle the allies into making 
~onccssions before the fighting has yielded its own verdict. 
It is rather as if the Kaiser had announced early in his March 
1918 offensive that France and Britain now had ·no choice 
but to negotiate on his terms. 

But thi is not how wars are decided. 1'he. w·ar in Vietna.-n 
is unusual in many ways. It is a strange combination of 
guerrilla tactics and science-fiction ·technology ; it is uniq\~~ in 
the fact that . it is being foug~t out under the television 
camera's eye.' -But for al_l that it is · going to be decided by 
the criteria that govem h9w all . wars . arc . won ~i- lost : . by 
who hold~ the ground ; by who suffers the, fewer_ casualu~; 
bv who can replace his casualties best. Sooner or later m 
e~cry war one combatant; measuring it in these terms, dec~des 
that he has had enough. And ~~ is by these criteria, not by 
premature claims oi victory· by either side, that the present 
.battle will have t<? be judged. 

There are .two things in particular that ax:e worth pointing 
out . . The first is about the towns. If the allies succeed in 
clearing the Vietcong out of the ·towns-and they must; if 
they want to keep the upper hand-the situation the. retreat­
ing guerrillas leave behind will not be what the communists 
claim it will be. The Vietcong will have intimidated many 
people. They will have demonstrated that the towns are 
no havens of security. That is a score to them. But they 
have not managed to whistle up any sign of the " general 
uprising" they called for, except in the Chinese township 
of Cholon (which is an odd achievement for a movement 
that claims to be a Vietnamese nationalist one) and perhaps 
in Hue too. And the frightened townspeople they leave 
behind will not want to see them come back. It is of ten said 
that the allies' sweeps through the countryside tum the 
local people against them. The · people who say that cannot 
now say that the Vietcong's sweep through the cities will work 
any differently. People who want· no more than _ to .keep the 

. ·war out of their homes will go along with whoever is trying to 
ward the ot.l;.er side off.. It is the old war rule: what counts 
is · control cf the ground. 

: The second point is about 'the situation in the counuyside 
·after the towns have been cleared. · 'It is a grisly near-certainty 
that_ -Vietcong p;ecution squads have·:takcn· 'their· chance 

nm l~CO~O!,SIST Y7.JUHiAkY ,o, J!,6B 

during the confusion in• the ·low~s lo_ kill a lot of :A1Ia~c 
officials and a lot of the young 1clcahstc; whQ W<Jrk m the 
Revolutionary Development teams. It will be another score 
to then1. But against this must be set the swathe that· the 
town fighting has cut i.hrough the Vietcong's ranks. The 
allied cstimatcs--2 5,000 Vietcong dead by Thursda_Y:-:-are 
doubtless too high. They presumably include many c1v1hans 
found in the ruins' as well as gu~work by platoor. com­
manders who havc~'t the time to stop and cou~t. But even i! 
that fiaure is halved the attackers' casualties have been 0 

enormous. · . 
The Vietcong have put somethbg like half of their avail­

able main-force units into this offensive. It was probably the 
better .half, and included many of the Nonh Viemarr.ese 
who have been sem· so1.ah to stiffen the already battered guer• 
rilla battalions. Half this attacking force will very likely never 
get. back to base. That woul? be t_h_e eq~iv~lent_ of r.ca:!y a 
year's local supply of recnms. Tms grmdmg ~n t!:-.:.e ~o,;-n 
battle •is bounci to tell if the war goes on. It will anect the 
Vietcong's hold on its own part of the co~ntryside ~ ,-.·:11 
·a:s its · ability to move back into t.iie areas 1t has lost m. t."le 
past 1 8 months. The communists ca!1 make these ca.lculauor.s 
too. They presumably made them m 1965, when an attack 
on the towns would have been much easier because they 
were strono-er and the Americans were we<&ker. The fact 
that they a~e doing· now what they ref rained from dobg. b 
1965 is another reason for thinki.,g that they are now betting 
very heavily indeed on pulling a political victory out of a 
military· gamble. ·. · 

Napoleon said that providenc~ is ah~ays o.n the side of ~.e 
last reserve. President Johnson is playing his Far East cr.slS 
as ~ool as he can : in Korea ( see page 26) as well ac; Vietnam. 
Mr Wilson, visiting Washington, does not need to urge any 
restraint on him. But there has been a touch oi something 
close to mysticism .in w~at some other people _have be.en 
claiming. They have decided that the com.-numsts are ir.­

vincible because their reserves are lin1itless and they can go 
on raising new armies as long as they like. ~!arxi.sts who 
believe that people are neatly divided _into_ " t:'1e peop!~ " 
a.,d ·a handful oi oppressors may accept th!S. ?\on-marx.sts 
arc under no·obligation to believe anything cf the sort. And 
if the North Vietnamc!SC themselves believed it, it is ocid that 
they should have risked so much on this c:.tac!ysrr.ic push for 
a quick decision. Life is more complicated than that, and 
so is ·war. What is at stake now in Vietnar:l is not whether 
there should be negotiations, or who should take pa."'t i."l them. 
It is whether the communists should come to the negoti_ating 
table claiming µie right to name their tcnns. That will be 
decided by the battl~and not just by its first few_ days. 
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Herewith nlae q••tloa• you may 
wl•h to u•e at luch today. 

w. w. Ro•tow 
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QU!STION8 EU.ffl> TO 'J.'111 CilL-UP 0, iEBEBfl utm8 
DI fiiiNWtiii 

1. Why 1a 1\ neee•sa17 to oall up reaene unite a\ \hie ,s..1 
•• To be naq tor turt.bar raintol'OelHn\ ot Vie\-._? -
It. To be neq tor otllff oon\inpnoilta ou\eide Viet-Ma, -
o. 'lo NUl!ltU"e all.1ee euah aa llTO \o vhGII we ha._ lllll\a1'7 OOMitllen\aT -
ti. to .-rihv.'9 '° our onnll deterren\ ponu,t b,r addins \o our 

Yiailtllt ........ ill laeillc7 

2. 11a1r 1arp ahoulcl u. oan--, be'° anu.r, u. tencoll'II ~u, 
cu the •11-IIP 'be clilliniehlld blr auoh dmoea aa a nduction in oar owreeu 
prrS.O• 1n lvope or loru T · 

,. Why 1a 1, l'II09NaJ7 \o eall up in41'ri.dual NNJ'neta a\ \bi• ,,...1 ca.,, it be aYOided 01' ponpollldt tr ... bow IIU,J' -■'t be .n .. , WhenT 
haa what. aounee? 

la. What w1l1 happen \o the reeerw uni.u and 111di'Yiduw oalled up? 
Wbeft will U.,, IOT How lone will \h.,- NIW? AN the --••17 boutng, 
eq11si-..-, and ,ni.niftl tao1ll\1ee NIIILly tor~, 

,. Wba\ are \he budp\ar,r blplioaUom of theN aatlone? 

6. What 11118' be ~ h'all tha Congnn? Whit can be noided or 
delayed? 

1. Wba\ will be \he numpowr nquua.11'8 tor •inaining tbaN inonaNd 
fOJ"ON? Wba, will the ettecn be 011 draft eallat 

8. What vlll be the claanio and intema\ional JNOtione to thBN 
deoitliona? 

9. Row abould oar deoieion be apla1-d \o the daaes\io and ia\ermtional 
pablio7 What ehonld be the \1wd11& of our stataen\? 
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· · ---~-................. a.:.,· vJ\.L.J n~vt. :: !NU,LCA'- · --: 
THAT THE VC WERE GOING TO DISGUISE5~:pij~- ,~::, ·, ··, : ,~ --. · · I~, 
P.RVN SOLDIERS, AND SO FORTH .. !Q '., :l'NF.I4J:R~ , . · ,.'. · ~ ·· . . 
THERr IS HOWEVER, NO EVIDENCE·~:.JHA't:f ~,A.~,<i, . ,-~ . ::J~ )·. . 
't.~D REGULAR POLICE CHECKS O~-/POPUL.fJ;J.9.~i.~ 1 : , .••• , .. · ' : R~~Q 

. UP REL{I.T!VELY ' FEW .. SUS?ECTs:~?~EN~MJ..J~gC~£ ~ ' · . . R .: ' ' ... ;;"1':,,~Jt~P 

. THE CITY ABOUT 0130 o.N 11 FEBRUARY,.\'. J1.ES,QCJ;l1i",°t.," . 11.,~lJBX'i!:S, 
BUT THE DAMAGE TO THE MOVIE .'.i~_HEATRE ,?tJ~S.\ QB~m~J;tG,, .~~?Q.fl~~.t: . 
THE CITY WAS ST ILL NOT . SAFE.-<:1f:: JHERE_··:·~ER~;1RJJ.J1Sl_RS.}iit~. ~]. :1J~J .~5 TH .. ?~VA 
FEG HiE NT WAS MOVING FROM WEST OF .· A I }TU AJR$.J;IJ.Jf.AiI9~W{tBD1 

QUANG TR r CITY. THE 95 r H . WAS SUPPOSEQ ;I.o .. ~ll?;;~t.,o:H.F,;ilgt 
Tit UNITS (MISSING PORTION) ON .-.TWO 9CCAS.~_9N$'~RU~_9ft.§: 
O? NVA UNITS IN OTHER AREAS WERE :sPIKED./WH.~.N;~IJ}\yJfl~ -- .,. . . . . 
LE:P,RNED THAT U.S. TROOPS HAD .BEEN OPERATIN,~:i l\P.R:}J,,W.~D}\)'_S~f IN 
::~.CH OF THE AREAS WITHOUT CONTACT .WITH THE5,ENEMY:· .. , 

4. IN QUANG NAi1 PROVINCE HOI 'ii\N :ANtf:'.'.oi.rN1fN0·~c·r:tlks. 
H..;D QUIET NfGHTS, WITH BOTH CONTINUING (rqf~~.f~µal{lt~- -~·, ll~A½:~ 
IN DAN,~NG, ALTHOUGH THE PRESSURE IS JEMPO.~-~~~'(;iQJt,f.., '. _: .CAl/ 
CITIZENS HA VE BEEN S1~NDBAGG ING . THEIR - HO ~'IES'.~/.(ND0Tf.\:KUYC3'.~~BijE7~: 
CAUTIONS IN THE EVENT OF ANOTHER ENEMY /ATJi.9K1.,_'""~A . ... . 
FESIDENT OF A VILLAGE AT THE NORTHWEST ED(IEi~\:rn:t J?AJJANG, ... 
SAID THAT THE PEOPLE ANTICIP,ATE ·suDDHIST) UNB;.:SJ:l ~J\:J;ER'.;jJ~ ,. 
c:..:RrEW IS LIFTED. . WHILE THERE H.~VE . BEEN) ,NQfiilJl~.P.RJ~ftq.:@.I)1}H.E 
BUDDHISTS ARE PLANNING SUCH MOVES, CONCERtf_i,)iRQJ~AB.f~I.~.~lfQJ BE. 
:::x:=:::cTED AFTER THE DISRUPTION OF THE ;l96~ {:J3PDPJtI.S1?~1iJ~.UGGl:.E • 
. :.. v;~QDD MEirlBZR HAS STATED THAT IT .IS VERI,{:.R;tJf&JCUL:'.f,j,J;'..Q . 
.;:_03E THE ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE. / THE'( :;AREi:,~.Q1\:~iT~CKJJiC3. 
VE:?.Y MUCH AND EV IDE NTL Y ARE KEEP ING THEIR /,O'PINIONS, i f;O , 
7:-~ ~l S.:'.LVES. BEGINNING ON 13 FEBRUARY THE -<: cORFEW '"·•:trt7D~ANAN<f 
rs ~E:LA,\LD FROM .oaoo To 1200 HOURS, GIVINcf.iTHE/ Pk'bi:>LtY)touR' 
r'.JU?-S FOR BUSINESS AND SHOPPING. . . ... . .. . . . . .. . 

5. IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE THE vc MORTARE·o·t srH ·: AR.VN. 
;=;:::'3 It1E:NTAL HEADQUARTERS THE . NIGHT OF · 12/ 13 {FEBRUARY,~,.. .... 
T:-:.:: O!...D USAID COMPOUND IN TAL'l KY CITY RECElVED Jf'wO ) B'~:4.0 
?:CC:.ET ROUNDS AND ONE MORTAR ROUND OF UNKNOWN'';t 'AL°IB.Eff~ 
!:-~ iE 'i.'AS S011E PROPERTY DAMAGE BUT NO .·PERSO°t~Af:,/INJUF.fiis·; , 
: ·.J:D ITIONS IN TAM KY AND QUANG NGAI CITY REFLECTED\ :tt·· .. 
::J ~-~T li'JU Il~G NORMAL TREND. · .. .,, ... .. 

6. VC LEAFLETS ·RECOVERED IN QUANG . TIN PRO\iINcE ·,; AF!ERt THE 
~-~7.C:CK OF 31 JANUARY CALL UPON THE PEOPLE :ro STRIVE) FOR\: 
?::: .;c~, DEMOCRACY AND HAPPINESS. A NUMBER OF:/ vc :,sAFE·.~·:coNDliCT PASSES 
·a·:~: FOUND AROUND THE CITY. A LEAFLET DATED·'3LJANUARY-?l968 
::: SIGNED BY THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTiON.ARY i/ARMED•,. , .. 
::::Es. ANOTHER, .Ut~SIGNED, STATES THAT INFOR~lATIO~(~fROt( ... 
s . .:..I~8N TELLS OF THE FORNATION OF THE ALLIANCE \tOR :/PEACE}:AND. 
::::: :-:oc~.O.C'f (LIEN MHJH CAC LIJ LUONG DAN TOC vA;·JmA ''BINH)';'. 
~ ··.••-'· -~ 

~ 



/'.~?.;g~1~~~~:g£2F1 ~di;~~~~~:~gx~tij{:i;;/l\?k. -'..i:: t :::,~~:-:';;r}:;,\~1t}r.~-::?;_/{ . :· ... ,£<;:, :>•-~'.i~}r, •.. 'j," 
r~w~_ZKZK "oq} z·Sl ... · o:e: :-;0c:";::J~:. <~ ,::-.,:;.:- ,·. ,: !, ·"-' •• .' • -~~J':~r ·. }_,7o_;-. -r:·,,;:,,~t;~<:('.,,t<':it:'f 
.<c .• ;i.;..o ··r30548Z· ZYH J • .. •··, .•, ;. - -,.,·.; •• ~.--.',-'•·;vi,d•,.:';..:ll!'i•-•,;,. .... ,.,~J.,J~·-·.,!,·•· 
!tfFd: .: 'CIA~:\\}::!: : ·\:/!:. . .... -- -:, ·•·•.r • • . . . ··.·.·y:?:'.;_}/y}:·:R£J1.wi6~:.~·•· .. 
::?i.:'TQ .1'1HITE . HOUSE . SITUATION'.ROOM \:. flHCA , 
~//sso~ Acsi '.: bA · ·,:·i·-:.:;:·-f~,:1;-{:}'•,,;;-t. \;·//i \ ':_-.<>->}._ 
L:/.;SSO . ARLINGTON HALL · _STATION ?' . , ,.:· ·< .· .. · . ·. :::.<:•1-; •_ . 

;?;:-~AFSSO U?AF ·. " ·" ., . . .. .: ,~, -~~ !~ . 0.6 · :48. 

(_:_l_;_;_i_• ~N~iI~c/~_-_
5
_:.•_•_
1

_,•.·~.:f_:_· .. ;:•'._, _·_:~ . -- ;. ,·· . 

~ . -::. . .: . ·-.:- ~.:,:;i·,. ·:\~'..::- .: 

;): DIRNSA COMMAND CENTER . 
-;_- ~-ST.ATE CRCD · .. ·:_.i' ·,·_ '· --·_::"· 
. .::_..CIA-OCI _. .. ,_ _ ... _. · .... . ·.·:::. · ... :. i·.:.- · ··~-- " .· .. ; · ... · ,· ; . ' ... ,:~ ::..- .... ~ 
/: ·zEM . "::<-.,:.: :: · .. •>;·.:,:.;_ :': <.-<:::_:"/ ·,.. :. > .. :.. . . . 

:_; -~ 0 t .. · 1 ,1 E H T .I . A ·1.---FINAL SECTION OF:. TWO 
:-;' CITE TDCS-314/02654-68 . . ; . , (ADVANCE) · -· ·., .. ' · ... . ... .. 
:,:: SEVERAL BUSINESSMEN AND REPRESENTATIVES. OF .POLITICAL·)ARTIES 
~~ AND RELIGIONS SUPPORT THE APPEAL OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR _ 
'.:i .THE _WITHDRAWAL OF U. s;· TROOPS AND NEGOTIATION WITH THE NFLSV 
: TO RESTORE PEACE • . THE LEAFLET SAYS THAT A ·DECLARATION HAD · 
:.-BEEN RELEASED IN HUE . CALLING UPON ALL PE.OPLE TO SUPPORT THE 

_; ORGANIZATION, '.LIHICH WAS READ BY LE VAN HAO • . 
7. < COMMENT: THE CONSULATE IN DANANG . · 

. . REPORTED ON THE 'BROADCAST ANNOUNCING ·TKE .. 
.. FOR~iAT ION OF THE AFLLIANCE • . ,. REGIONAL POLICE IN DA NANG 
: HA VE STATED THAT LE VAN HAO,' . PROFESSOR AT HUE UNIVERSITY, 

.. AND HOANG PHU NGOC TUONG, A 1966 STRUGGLE MOVEMENT LEADER 
.ti HO .FLED TO A VC ZONE .AFTER 'THE . MOVEMENT WAS CRUSHED, 

·. HEAD THE ALLIANCE. . TUONG AND HIS BROTHER HOANG PHU NGOC PHAN, 
' \,J_ERE MILITANT LEADERS IN THE· 1966. BUDDHIST STRUGGLE ~10VEi1ENT 
-·· AND CONSIDERED BY . MANY TO BE · C0Ml1UN 1ST. · THEY ADVOCATED A 

PEACErUL, NEUTRALIST SOLUTION TO THE WAR.· . IN . 
EARLY 1967, THEY WER.2 INVOLVED IN AN . EFFORT TO RENEW 
THE ST~U3GLE. 
REPO~TED THAT P.AO OBTAINED A rlASTERS DEGREE IN LETTERS IN 
FRANCE, WAS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE BUDDHIST STRUGGLE, ._ 
ANJ WAS BEING SOUGHT BY POLICE IN NOVEt'1BER 1966 TO CLARIFY .· · .. .-. -. , 
KIS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRUGGLE.) .. 

8. A POLICE INFORi1ANT WHO _LIVES IN KY . NGHIA VILLAGE, 
IN A VC-CONtROLLED AREA OF TAM KY DISTRICT, QUAN3 TIN PROVINCE, 
REPORTED TP.AT ON 6 FEBRUARY· A VC PROVINCIAL. PUBLIC SECURITY . . 

· CADRE SAID THA.! THERE WERE . TO BE THREE LARGE ATTACKS BY THE 
VC. THE .FIRST· WAS CARRIED OUT DURING THE TET FESTIVAL, THE 
SECOND WILL BE CARRIED OUT BET1J.IEEN. 20 FEBRUARY A.ND 11ARCH, 
AND THE THIRD WILL OCCUR BETWEEN- NARCH AND NAY. . 
THE : VC PLAN IS TO . ISOLATE U. S~ TROOPS IN ORDER TO LAUNCH 
SUCCESSFUL ATTACKS ON GVN FORCES.· . 
CCO~MENT: NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS WERE PROVIDED ON THE 
CI~CUMSTANCES OF ACQUISITION.) 

9. rIELD DISSEi•l: STATE USMACV CORDS III MAF 7TH AF 
USARV COMNAVFORV USAID DIR/JUSPAO CMR. ZORTHIAN ONLY) 
CINC?AC ARPAC PACAF (ALSO SENT SAIGON) 
REPORT CLASS · -

?;?-Ct 
250 

,, 

. .. ·,· ,• 



INFOIU4AT10N 

SEGll.l!T 

T•sday. r•ru.r,- 13. 1968 
10:05 a . m. · 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Herewith nporta oa llOllte 1 aDll Roate 4 . 

Clearly, Route l l• not opea &lld lt will 
take a •••talaed Ncult, effort to opea lt and 
keep lt opea. Rnte 4 l• ala• 1ola1 to take 
•ome •utalaetl effort. 

Al•o attached l• tile weather report for 
1 Corp■ •ubaa the aest 24 bove. 

W. w. Roatow 

Sl:C&E'f' 

WWRoatow:rln 

DEa.A~D 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

Guidmoo, Feb. 24, 1913 ' Nr ' NARA, Date ¢-/ CJ~).. 



"rHE .JOINT »TA,..,. 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON, O.C. Z0301 

13 February 1968 
0900 EST 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Status of Routes 1 and 4 in South Vietnam 

l. Latest information received from MACV indicates that 
the status of Route 1 between Da Nani and Hue a.s of 2:15 AM 
EST on lZ February (3:15 PM, 12 February Saigon time) is as 
follows: 

Seven bridges are reported outt trenches and road 
blocks a1·e 1·epo1·ted in four separate locations and 
culvel'ts are blown in three places. It is estimated 
that the 1·oad can. be made passable in fou1· to seven 
days provided security can be maintained. 

2. The status of Route 4 in. IV Corps area is as follows: 

The road is open from the IV Corps boundary to Giao 
Due, 63 miles south.we.st of Saigort, where a bridge is 
out. Additionally, four segments arc closed south of 
the river. Providing security can be maintained, it is 
estimated that the road will be repaired by 15 February. 

·nistr'i'bution 
SECnEF 
DEPSECDEF 
CJCS 
DJS 
VDJS 
J-4 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J--33 
CT Force 
MCCC 
AWR 

_ _sliCRET 

DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DIV 
PAC DESK 

d✓~­
~~~NoN 
Brigadier General, USAF 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

DF.CLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.3 

OA Mfll 'TIO. J~n. 5. 1N8 . Iv+ . NAAA. Oate~ ,£}..tj"l--

-· . ·-·---··· -·-----·-------------

' : 
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THE NATIONAL MILlTARY COMMAN0 CENTER 

WP.'SH\NGTON, D,C, 20)01 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

13 Febru?-:rY 1968 
0600 EST 

Subject: Weather Report - Khe Sanh, Hue and Da Nang 
Areas 

1 • .Attached are weathe1· reports for the Khe Sanh, Hue and. 
na Nang areas for the period 7: 00. AM ES'f today {8: 00 PM today, 
South Vietnam time) to 7: 00 A\f EST l.4 February (8: 00 .PM South 
Vietnam time) 14 February). 

2. Khe Sanh area - The weather forecast indicates that 
helicopter and fixed wing aircraft operations .can be conducted 
during the 24 hour forecast perj od except dur l1tg the pe-rio_ds of · 
darkness abd the early morning daylight hours {dawn to 10:00 AM 
South Vietn~n time). 

3. Hue and Da Nang areas - Tho weather fo1'ecast., £.or . the nex; 
24 hours. indicates that helicopter and fixed wing airciaft 
operations can be conducted jnto ano. out of Hue and DP N.ang 
airports~ 

4. T.he outlook for the following 24 hour period, beginni.~• 
at 7:00 AM EST on Wednesday, 14 February 1968 is for clqu4ine,~s 
and little change. · 

3 Atch 
a/s 

DISTRIBUTION 
SECrffiF ODO 
DEPSBCDEF ADDO 
CJCS CCOC 
DJS PAC DIV 
VDJS· WEATHER OFF 
J-30 PAC DESJC . 
J-31 RT DESK 
J-32 DIA AP4 

· J-33 
AWR 
·NFP 
AFCP 
MCCC 

.COW¥I D:S)1'FiAL 

-----·-----· 

r L ·--~ ~ 
~ES A. SHANNON 

Brigadier General, USAF 
Deputy Directot for 
Operations (NMCC) 

Dea.AS · 1FIED 
E.0 12366. Sea: 3.3 

OA Memo. J~. 5 1988 
Bv,4f--. NARA. Date_sR---/0---'? L- , 

r 



KHE $ANH WEATHER 

1. Latest observation: 

Cloudy. 800' broken, 1200 1 broken. Visi~ility 7 miles. 

2. Foracast (by peri~ds): 

a. 

b. 

c. 

7:00 AM EST 13 SVN time to 
time 

200' obscured, visibility 1/2 mile with drizzle and tog. 
Wind calm. 

time 

500' scattered variable to broken, lS0Q' overcast. 
Visibility 5 miles, haze. Occ asional Tainshowers. 

b SVN time 

to 

to 

300' broken, 1500' overcast. Visibility 1 to 3 miles 
with fog and ha~e. Wind easts knots. 

3. The outlook for the 24-hour period beginrd.ag at 7:00 AM 
EST on Wednesday, 14February (8:00 PM 14 Feb SVN ~ime), is 
£or continued cloudy and little change from th~ above forecast, 

------·· _.,. __________ .. _______ -···---·\ 
I h 

. .,. . 



HUE WEATHER 

1. Latest observation: 

Cloudy. 1200' scattered, 4000 1 broken, 12,000 broken. 
Visibility 7 miles. Wind 1\oi-thwcst 10 kno .ts. 

2. Forecast (by Periods): 

a. 8:00 FM 14 Feb SYN time to 
time 

S00' br6ken, 2000' overcast. Visibility Smiles, in 
fog, occassionally Z miles in drizzle. Wind northwest 
5 knots. 

b4 From 10:00 PM EST 13 Feb time to 
Fe time 

1000' scattered, 2500 overcas~. Visibility 7 miles and 
occasionally 5 miles in rairshowe1·s. 

3. The outlook fo1~ the 24 houT period begi.nning at 1: 00 AM 
EST on Wednesday, 14 February 1968 (8:00 PM .F!b SVN time), is 
for little change from the above forecast. 

_ .... -:.-.. ------



DA NANG WEATHER 

· 1. Latest obseivatioh: 

Mostly cloudy. 2000' broken, 3500' scattered. Visibilitf 
6 mil~s. Wind north-north~ast 8 knots. 

z. Forecast (by poriods) 

a. 

b. 

b SVN time to 
time 

1000~ scattered, 2S00' broken, 3000' broken. Visibility 
6 miles. 

:00 A,~ 14 Feb SVN time to 

zooo• scattered. 3000' bToken. Visibility 6 miles. Wind 
northwest S knots. 

3, The outlook for the 24 hour period beginning at 7:00 AM EST 
on Wednesday, 14 Pebr.uary (8:00 RM 14 Feb SVN time), is £or little 
change from the above forecast. Possible scattered afternoon 
rain. showers. 



INTORMA TlON 

Tlaeaclay, Feb. 13, 1968 
10:00 a. m. 

Mr. Prellideat: 

Herewith the parUameatary reapoan to 
Preaicleat Thi•••• Feb. 9 pl'opoaala. Souad• 
coa.t.r.ctl'ft, 01l the whole, a.ad familiar. 

W. W. .Roatow · 

CONRBIE!ffl:AL attachmellt (Saigon 19205) 
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1968 FEB 13 13 22 _ 

ACTION EA 15 

INFO SAL 01,CIAE 00,DODE 00,NSAE 00,NSCZ ~0,SSO 00,usn: 00,CCO 00, 

IO 13,ACDA 16,AID 28,GPM 03,H 02,INR 07,L 03,NSC 10,P 04,RSC 01, 

SC 01,SP 02 ,SS . 20,RSR 01,1127 '~ 

0 R 131200Z .FES 68 ZFF-1 
FM AMEr•1SASSY SA IGO~ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6533 
INFO AMEMSASSY BANGKOK 5867 
CINCP.~C 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 3540 
AMCONSUL DANANG 1755 

C 0 W f .I~ i ~TI Ab SAIGON 19205 . 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
N L,J CJ b - I 'i 7 

Du ·. NARA Date 11-~i, -';" 
UJ, -l4fj I __, 

SU3J: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REACTION TO PRES THIEu·s FEB 9 SPEECH 

REF: SAIGON 18701 

1. ON BASIS OF A NUMBER OF CO~-VERSATIONS~ITH DEPUTIES AND 
. SENATORS OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS, IT APPEARS THAT NATIONA ~ 
ASSEl'JPlY IS BASICALLY SYMPTHETIC TO M£ASURES : OUTLINEO ay ·· , 
-PR£S THIEU IH 1-lIS S_PE'ECH ·oF · fEB , CFE.FTEL),,. ASSEMBLY ME/tlBERS 
TEND TO AGREE THAT SPEECH . SET FORTH THREE SEPARATE .ITEMS · 
SPECIFICALLY REQUIRING ASSEMBLY CONSIDERATIO~: D ~TEe.-.ua · 

PAGE lRUMJ IR l 9205 0 0 N F I B ~ N T I A I. 
IN MOB IL IZATION SCHEDULE ;:1 ·2,) QUICK APPROVAL OF' t 968 
BUI>GE"f AS Pp.j:SENTED BY GVH ; AND 3) ALLOWING .PRESIDENT -, to· PROHULGA. IE 

OONF IOEtff !Ab""' 



CONJ" I Bf !H !Ab 

P~GE 02 SAIGO N 19205 131254Z 

DEC1'EES DI AR£A OF ECONOMY AND FINAHCE • .-SENATORS AND 
.DEPUTIES SEEM SOMWEHAT LESS INTERESTED IN WHAT WOULD APPEAR 
TO BEEQUALLY IMPORTANT ISSUES OF "STATE OF WAR", MART_IAL LAW, 
AND PRESS CENSORSHI.P' ALTHOUGH Tt£SE roo ARE" C£RTAIAI 
to &E FULLY PISCUSSED ·IH COHING DAYS. PARTICULARLY !N LOWER• 
HOUSE. . 

2. UPPER HOUSE CHAIRMA~ NGUYEN VAN HUYEN HAS EXPRESSED 
APPROVAL OF THIEU'S PROPOSALS RE "1J91LI'ZATI0H AND SPEEDY 
.PASS46E OF' BUDGET, 8UT IS. LESS F'AVORA8LY DI:SPOSED TOWARD' 
.REQUEST FOR ECOt{ON'f AND FINANCE 1)£CREE POWER;· 01.t BASIS 
THAT THIS WOULD BE U"NECtSSARY USURPATIO" OF ASSEMBLY AUTHOR~""t'• 
SEN NUGYEN GIA HIEN HAS TAKEN SIMILAR LINE, SAYING THAT UPER 
HOUSE WO~LD PROBABLY AGREE TO GIVE QUICK APPROVAL TO ECONOMIC 
AND FINANCIAL MEASURES PROPOSED BY · PRESIDENT, euT ·is UNLI~Y 
to fOAEFEIT . tTS AUTHORtTT ENTIRELY JN TKOSE AREAS.' SENATOR 
PRAM NAM TRUONG, MEMBER OF TRAN VAN DON SLATE .AND 

· CHAIRMAN OF PUBLIC WORKS COMM IT TEE, ,tS SOM[HAT ·MORE W:t\.Lir«i 
tp~. GO ~ONe WI.TH. DE~REE POWERS ·FO~ ·PRE;SI~ENT • .- HE NOTES THAT . 

. . . . 

PAGE 3 RUMJ IR 19215 ~ 0 t.~ F I D E M :Y I A L - _ 
EXECUTIVE BRANCH IN ·1.MY COUNTRY USUALLY ASSUNES EXTJIIAORDINARY · 
PMAS IN TU.E Of CRISIS. · HOWEVER~ WITH REGAPIO TO ·ECONotlY 
AND FlNANc:E f>ECRB AUTHORITY, TRUONG EMPHASIZED -THAT .. Jr MUST1 

. 9~ ClfAllL Y LIPUTED AND DETA'ILS . THOR OU GIL Y SPELLED OUT .. · .-IF · 111A T 

. ~ ··ooNE, TAUO~ 8EL·IEVES ASSEMBLY COULO 60 ALOHG ~ .. 

3. UPPER NOUSE AONl'NlSTRATOR H6UE'rf THANH LUO NG PRZDICTS 
THAT NOUS& R£ACTIOH TO PRESIDENT'S PROfOSALS· WILL 8£ ,., 
SIMILAR. '.TO THAT OUTLINED ey CHAIRMAN HUYE ... , I.E. APPROVING 
STEP-UP lN M0BILUATI0N• GIVING RELATIV~-LY QUICKAPPROVAL 
OF BUD&i:T, BUT 6~qII$ AT : PRESIDENT 'S REQUEST FOR DECREE 
POWER. LUON& ,8ELff.'VES. 8UD8ET-NAY . BE · CDNPLETE'D IN AS LlTfLE ~ . . 
ONE NOHTK .CTHlEU REQUESTED APPROVAL BY END ~OF FEB). WITH REGARD 
TO £COlfOMJC AND F'JNAHCIAL MEASURES• LUOtlG VERY NUCH OOUBTS 
THAT .:uPP£A HOUSE wnL GRANT' DECREE POWER TO PR£SIDEIIT I '! 
BUT BELIEVES 'THAT . "SEMATORS WILL TftY TO APPROVE ECONOllflC 
AND TU~NCIAL MEASURES ,ROPOSEJ> BY PR£SIOEMT IN 
SHORTEST POSSIBLE TRI£. ~ . 

. . -- -

- eet~FfDEN:PIAL 



PAGE 03 SAIGON 19205 131254Z 

PAGE 4 RUMJ IR 19205 -e O M P I B E ~I T I A L > 
4. MUCH TH£ SAM2 PICTURE·. EMERGES IN LOWER HOUSE. LOWER HOUSE 
DEPUTYCHAIRMAN HO VAN MINH BELIEVES MAJORITY OF LOWER 
HOUSE, AS WELL AS UPPER HOUSE, WILL OPPOSE GRANTING .DECREE 
AUTHOR .IT.Y TO PRESIDENT. PRIMARY ' REASON FOR RELUCTANCC: TO ·DO SO 
IN ?1INH' S OPINION, J:STHAI: SUCH· POWER ·WOULD BE· CLEARL Yr 
UNC.QNSIT!UTIONAL. HE BELIEVES SENATORS ,~ND DEPUT !ES ARE 
SE.NSlT-1.VE TO NEED -:r.o RESPtcr CONSIT:ITUTlON-, AND FOR THAT 
REASON WILL NOT GO ALONG WITH PRESIENT'S REQUEsr. HO~EVER, 
MINH · 'AGREES WITH ·SENAT.ORS."··HUYEN AND HIEN THAT ASSEMBLY ., 
WILL ·eE INCLINED TO' G.IVE QUICK APPROVAL ro· ESSENTIAL ECONOMIC 
AN,D:~·FtNAtlCIAL --~lEUASURES -PROPOSED .BY PRESIDENT. 

5. OPPOSITION DEPUTY DUONG VAN BA, WHO IS IN TRUCULENT AND . 
PESSH~ISTIC I1100D CHIS FAMILY HOME WAS DESTROYED IN FIGHTl_Nq · 
IN BAC LIEU), IS HI611..Y ·-CAITlCAL OF ALLEGED 6VN SHOR'F·;. 
CONJNGS,--SUT ADMITS THAT GVN "UST NOW TAK! smo.is ·ACTJ'OH 'ANO 
t€EOS S~PORT OF ASSEMB!:Y. a.~ SOHE)IHAT' RELUCTAH-~Y STATED THAT 
AS"SEMBLY . l:!OULD PR08A8.°LY SE£ F_IT_ TO APPROVE _PRESIDENT THIEU'.S.! 
PI\OPOSALS, INCLUDING HIS REQUEST FOR DECREE .POWER IN ECONOMIC 
AND FI'NANCIAL AREAS. HOWEVER, LIKE PHAM NAM TRUONG, BA 

?AGE 5 RUMJ IR 19205 -0 9 W F I ·i;, e. r• T I A I. · 
STRESSES THAT DECREE·-JtAKlNG AOTHORIT1 l!UST IE CLEA~LY DEF'ItlED· 
AND- OELDtITEO,. SOMEWHAT SURPRISINGLY' HO HUU ruo•· HA.S EXP~O 
Srti,ll,:.AR VIE'fl • . 

6. LOWER HOUSE ADMINISTRATOR LE CONG THANH, WHO IS EXPERIENCED 
AND USUALLY ACCURATE. OBSERVER, A~SO BELIEVES THAT MATTER 
OF .. PR.ESIDENTrA.L OECR~ .AUTHORITY NAY EHCOUNTE~ SIGNIFICANT 

· OPPC)SlTl0N 'IN -L0WER ·HOUSE. ACCORDING TO THANH, THAT . 
OP?CSITIOW IS . LAR3ELY BASED ON VIEW THAT DECAEE AUTHORIT-Y 
WOULD,~ 8E U_HCO~S.Trt_UTIONAL • . THANH B°ELIEVES THAT FOR SAME 
REASON";-'tHERE WILL BE SOMi CRITICISMOF STATE OF VAil AtlD llf­
P0_$IT·ION-OF MARTIAL . I.AW, t>'ESPITE GENERAL AGREEt1ENT 
~'f .. STJ\otlt: EX£C.UT~~CT·lON_ l!i· ll~IREO. NOW. CAS NOTED ·ABOVE, 

. \ 

' \ 
I 



CONF.IBErH I."'.l. 

PAGE 04 SAIGON 19205 1312542 

PARA ONE, REMARKABLY FEW ASSEMBLY MEMBERS HAVE EXPRESSED 
CONCERN TO EM90FFS REGARDING THREAT TO CONSTITUIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
POSED BY STATE OF WAR.) 

7. BOTH HOUSES OF ASSEMBLY WILL PROBABLY BEGIN bIS~USSING 
MEASURES SE~ FORTH IN PRESIDENT'S SPEECH IN SESSIONS LATER : 
THIS WEEK. CL0'1JER HOUSE MET ON FEB 12 TO COM·PLETE SELECT ION 
OF STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS. IT WILL RECONVENE FEB 14 . 

PAGE 6 RUMJ IR 19205 ~ Q N F I Q E. ~l T I A I 
TO HEAR REPORTS BY ITS AD HOC SPEC !AL COMMITTEES ·, 0~ ILLEGAL 
DETAINEES, DRAFTING OF STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS, ETC., AND WILL 
REPORTEDLY DECIDE WHETHER WORK bF THOSE COMMITTEES SHOULD 
CONTINUE.) IN BOTH HOUSES RESPONSIBILITY FOR VARIOUSw 
ASE>..ECTS OF ?RESIDENT. s ADDREss :-"HAS BEEN DELEGATED TO COMMITTEES 
FOR· ?REL IM IARY ·sruJY. LOWER HOUSE HAS ESTABLISHED AN ALL-· 
IN.CL US IVE JOINT CO~lM ITTEE, BR ING · TOGETHJ£R DEFENSE, ·INTERIOR, 
tCONO~Y, FINANCE ~ND ONE OR TWO OTHERS TO TA~E AN OVERALL­
L0't)K .:AI: __ ·PRE:sID5:NT: ·s PROPOSALS • . <IN ADD IT ION , Lo:11ER HOUSE 
I'INANCE C.OMP1ITTE£HAS BEGUN ITS CONSIDERATION OF NATIONAL 
BUDGET.) CLEARER PICTURE OF ASSEMBLY RESPONSE T~ PRESIDENT 
THIEU'S ADDRESS W IL~ ~if~RGE· ·w.JiEil.:FLO:OR D.l.~_G.US$ ION BEG INS." · 
3UNKER . 

• OMFIDEHT !Ab-
I 

· ti.liNflBENTML~ 

. I 

\ 

•. 



SEGHT 

Mr. Preaideat: 

Ta•day, Feb. lJ, 1968 
9:4.5 ·•• m. 

Herewith ••"Y'• Khe Saab ally. plu the 
•apply table. 

Y OIi will aote he pl-• to move to a claily 
air clrep of 140 toa•. 

DIO.ASSll'IID 

Authority tJ5l>l&a< 3---/t, -7J 
By~ , NARA, Das ,J -IO-'fl 

W. W. Roatow 



Tuesday, February 13, 1968, 9:00 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the ninth report on the Kl;le Sanh area and covers the 
2.4-hour period of February 12., 1968. 

During the reporting period the Kp.e Sanh Combat Base continued 
to receive incoming enemy artillery, rockets, and mortars. A total of 65 
rounds impacted at the Khe Sanh of which 55 were mortars and five each 
were artillery and rocket rounds. Six Marines were wounded as a result. 

Elsewhere along the DMZ moderate concentrations £ell upon Marine 
elements. Mid-afternoon barrages dropped 24 mortar rounds on Camp 
Carroll, 19 at Ca Lu, and eight rounds at Con Thien. While Con Thien and 
Ca Lu had no casualties, the incoming at Camp Carroll resulted in injuries 
to 13 Marines (nine were med-evacuated). Farther north, elements of the 
3d Marines in the vicinity of Gia Linh received 35 rounds of mortar fire, 
causing major injuries to four Marines. Gia Linh itself received 19 rounds 
of mixed mortar and rockets with negative casualties . . Finally, Lima 31 in 
Operation Saline received four rounds of artillery. Damage resulting from 
the days shelling was minimal, and casualties were light with no fatalities re­
corded. In total, 23 Marines were injured, 14 of whom required med-evacuation. 
Other than incoming activity at Khe Sanh and bordering areas of the DMZ, activ­
ity was light with no significant ground contact reported. 

Marine Tactical Air flew 65 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area, 
with 16 aircraft on call. The Air Force flew 88 and the Navy flew 85 sorties, 
for a total of 238 sorties flown. Bomb Damage Assessment reports 18 
secondary explosions, 31 secondary fires, 9 military structures destroyed, 
10 enemy killed, 11 trucks destroyed, two 37MM guns silenced, one bridge 
partially destroyed. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) were run in the 
Niagara area. One thousand six hundred and thirty seven rounds of as sorted 
caliber mortar and artillery were fired in the Khe Sanh and DMZ areas. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used, 

Si:CBFT 

DICIASWW> 

Aachariry t,(? //qs 2 4« ~{/I/to) "&J# , NAU. Die ~-/0-92-
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During the period, a total of 34. 5 short tons were delivered. 
The resupply included 24 short tons of ammunition. Six short tons of 
engineer equipment, • 5 short tons of Class 11 supplies (clothing and 
spare parts) and four short tons of mail. The C-130 that was disabled 
by enemy fire on February 11 was repaired today and flown out of the 
Khe Sanh. 

On February 12 enemy fire wa·s ~eceived at the airfield. Offloading 
in one case was conducted at the end of the runway, vice the loading rainp. 
A new air drop area has been secured at Khe Sanh with implementation plans, 
weather permitting, to air drop 140 short tons daily from C-130 Aircraft. 
Air delivery by C-123 and CH-53 Aircraft, to be offloaded on the airfield, will 
continue. 

For the next 24-hour period Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties 
in support of Khe Sanh with 15 aircraft on call, the Air Force will fly 148 
sorties, the Navy will fly 100 sorties for a total of 292 planned sorties. ARC 
LIGHT will run four strikes (33 sorties) in the Niagara area. 

The weather at Khe Sanh continues to be characterized by low clouds 
and heavy night and morning fog. The weather from noon to 5:00 PM on 
February 12 was 500 foot ceilings and visibilities ranging from two to 
four miles in fog. The fog increased by 8:00 PM and the visibilities during the 
rest of the night of the 12th and through the morning of the 13th ranged from 
zero to one-half mile. The weather forecasted for the afternoon of February 13 
is for cloud ceilings to raise to 1, 000 feet and visibilities to improve to five 
miles in haze by 3:00 PM. Conditions will begin to deteriorate by 6:00 PM 
and by 8:00 PM cloud ceilings will be 400 feet and visibilities will be near one 
mile, occasionally going to zero. Starting about 9:00 AM on the morning of 
February 14, conditions will begin to improve and cloud ceilings will raise to 
1, 500 feet and visibilities will be five miles in haze. 



THE JOINT $TA"~ 

· THE NATlONAL. MILlTARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON, 0 ,C, 20301 

13 February 1968 
oaoo nsT 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITF. HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at Kha Sanh as of 1a2300 EST 
(131200 {SYN) 

i. The Khe Sanh Dump or Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
s~atus as of the above timo is as f6llpws: 

Clas~ I (Rations) 

Class 

Meal, Individual, 
combat 
B Rations 

III (Fuel) 

Aviation Gas (AVGAS) 
JP-4 (Jet Fuel) 

.•Days Sup~ry 
on Han . 

122300 EST 
cnrzoo sVNJ 

9 days 

·9 days 

12 days 
4 days _ 

Motor Gasoline (MOGA$) 4 days 
Diesel 5 days 

Class IV (Ammunition) 

. . a. High explosive 

60 mm mortar 15 days 
81 mm mortar 21 days 
90 mm 1·.ecoilless 90 days 

rifle 
4.2 11 mort.ai- 35 days 
1.05 mm howitzer 10 days 
15 5 mm ·l1owi tzer 21 days 

Previous Status 
112300 EST 

(121200 SVN) 

12 days 
4 days 
S days 
~ days 

15 days 
12 da}'S 

109 days 

30 days 
12 days 
23 days 

b. Anti-tank Rounds on. hand-

90 mm HEAT · 478 
66 mm rocket (LAW) 190 
A11t.J.·tank mines (M-19) 100 
106 mm recoilless 316 

rifle 

....... -....... . .. _____ _ 

4 78 
190 
100 
316 



.l 
! 

I 

f · 

Cl~ss V (COFRAM) 

105 mm howitzer 
155 mm howitzer 

Days Supply 
on. hand 

1'2"2'3D0 HST 
(ISlzoO SVN) 

5 days 

Previous Sta.tus 
112300 EST 

~IZIZOO SVN) 

5 days 

. 4 0 mm grenade l~uncher 
Hand grenades 

5 days 
5 days 

10 days 

5 days 
5 days 

10 days 

z. Early deterioration of the weather at Khe Sanh allowed 
ae1·ial oeliV{H")' of only 34. S short · tons during the past twenty­
four hours. A break out of this totil reveals 24 tons of Class 
V, six tons of Class IV, one-half ton of Class II, and four 
tons of mail-off loaded. 

3. The foregoing information covers the period 112300 DST 
(121ZO0 SVN) to 12Z300 EST (131200 SVN). 

Distribution. 
sEtnm-= 
DEPSECUEF 
C,TCS 
DJS 
VDJS 
J--4 
J-30 
J-31 . 
J-32 
J-33 
CT Foi.·ce 
MCCC 
ANR 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DIV 
tiAC DHSK 

~ SHANNO"'N~~.-....-""'----­

Brigadier General, USAF 
Deputy Director £or 
Operations (NMCC) . 
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Tuesday .. Febru. ry 13, 1968 

MORANDUM FOR THE PRESlDENT • INFORMATION 

SUBJECT: Elec tion oi OAS Sec retarr General 

ol Linowitz informs us that the OAS Counc il thh evening 
el cted Galo- Plaza of Ecuador to succeed Dr. Mora as 
Secretary General, and Rafael Urqia of 1 Salvador to 

ucceed Bill Sander as As i•tant ecretary General. 

The vote on Galo- Plaza wa1 16 to 5 for the Venezuelan 
candidate Falcon Briceno, wlth ru bstaining. Tu vote 
for Urqia wa1 21 in favor , with Barbados absent. 

The new OAS team ls scheduled to assume olfice in mid- May • 

• • Rosto 



Tu•daf .. 
F .. nary 13, 1968 

Mr. Pr••ideat: 

Cover 011 .. r pat out hl• statement 
on Nlxoa•• comment• on our Latia 
Amerlcaa poller. TIie Balthno~ 
.§!!. pat i t oa the froat i-1• (•H 
attached c llppla1). bat other cner­
•1• waa clluppolatlag • 

• W. R.o•tow 

Attachment 
Cllppla1 from Baltimore Smi, 
Z / l O / 68 edition. 
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. THE 7SUN, "BAL'l'IMORE,= 
. - ... --~----
February 10, 1968 

·NIXON'S.LATIN' 
PLAN. ·cALLED 
NOTHING-NE~V 

+ 

U.S •. Says Alliance ·1s 
Already Working For 

Peaceful Change 

B:, N.\'IB.\~ MIT,LE& 
. (W,uhtngton Bureau o/ The Sunl • 

Washington, . Feb. 9 - The 
State Department w~nt to unu­
sual l~ngths today to deal with 
a statement by Richard M. Nix-, 
on calling for a peaceri.tl revotu-' 
tion in Latin America. .· 

:. The normaTiy" reticent -Covey 
· T. Oliver, Assistant Secretary 

of State for inter-American ':;f. 
fairs, issued a special state- · 
ment outlining what the John-; 
son Adri1inistration is doi"ng to. 
bring about · peaceful chan~ 
and with obvious irony wel­
comed Nixon "as a supporter of 
the Alliance for Progiess." 
: "Mr. Nixon has been out of 
!the mainstream oi. activity for 

1some time, but he h,is recently 
begun to acquaint himself with 

. our activities under the Alli­
ance·,,, Oliver said. 

"Radical Social Change" 
During a campaign appear­

ance at the ,. Wisconsin Stale 
University earlit!r in the week, 
the Republican . p~esidential 
hopeful was asked tc detail hir, 
program · for "revolutio n" in 
Latin America. · 

"Latin America needs radical 
social change,'' !',ixcn_ ~aid. " It 
needs a rernlution. What it doe& 
nol need is what Fidel Castro 
imposed on Cuba." . 

Nixcn called for the opening 
___ ·(continued) __ _ 

Seleite~ by. ARA/PAF .for, 

, -~ .. .,. ,_ - .- - ,.. "'~" ~ -·11 MK K A A A It . A ,\ A I( ·:,. k A A A A.( A A A _/4. X ;\ 1( •R A X K 

U.S. Discounts - veYoping the . "inner frontiers" 
· • . of Latin America and the In- · 

. Lattu Fo,rmula ter0American Developa1ent 
(Continued) Bln}<: U' giving priority to such 

. . proJGCt!. 
of_ the still largely unpopulated -· 11ie United States ·. bas 
interior of the continent by con- ple~ged . $50,000,000 to be . 
structing a highway as suggest- ma.ched by an ~ual sum from 
ed by President Fernando Bela- the Latin Americans to help · 
unde Terry of Peru, that would finance this opening of fron- • 
connect the neighboring coun- tier.i, · while severai countries 

• tries. • · . ·· ,: have teken ~tep11 to develop 
· "With a half · billion dollars such areas. . · · 
we could do more to lift . the "The fact is that we .have 
standard of Jiving for J.,atin been ~oving ahe_ad in the.se 
Amer.icans than we have done areas vigorously s1~ce the · Alli­
with our billiorui in aid in the an~e. was launched 1Il 1961," ·the 
last ten years. We could open o!flc1al add~d_. . · · . 
up th_e heartland, unite these 2. While_ 1t 1s l!ifficult to make 
people and make the common advances ~ education and agri­
market a possibility ••. " . ·. culture, Oliver . pointed out, ill 

fiscal 1967 loans total.in@ 
Unasual Statement $200,0C0,OO0 were made in the..~E 

'Ibe former Vice President, fields, and at last April's sum• 
who visited Latin America last rnit conference the president: 
year, also called for "revolu- agreed to give these two area: 
ti\ms" in agriculture and educa- the highest priority. ·. 
Uon. . He also noted tliat ned week 
· While Oliver's statement was the Inter -American Cuaural 

not unprecedented, it was con- Council will me~t in Venezuela 
sidered unusual because rank- to launch "significant multi-la­
ing State Department officials teral programs in :,cience and 
rarely reply directly to political ' education." . 
campaign statements. - - - -- --

Asked why he had issued the 
statement, Oliver said later 
that "I am trying to set the 
record straight. I think it is my 
duty to make sure that the 
people of the whole hemisphere 
know what Vie are doing-and 
accomplishing." · · · 

· Approval Urged 
"The United States, under the 

leadership of President .John­
son, is working with our Latin 
American friends to achieve a 
peaceful but far reaching social 
revolution in Latin America," 
he said. "In this effort we have 
firm bi partisan support. 

"I hope that · Congress this 
year will approve the strong 
recommendations that the Pres­
i<lcnt is making lo further the 
objectives of the Alliance for 
Progress. We welcome whate·v­
er stipport we r.:an gel" . 

_'l'urning lo ij!~ point ·which 
Nixon had r.1ade in Wi~onsin 
Oliver said: ' 

1. On August 17, 1966, · the 
President urged the Alliance 
nati0tl3 lo press forward in de-

J -u ·- ~ 



INJ'OllMA noN 

M.oa4ay, J"eltru.JT 12, 1961 
9:15 p.m. 

la tile attach•• me••aa• Cy Vaace 
atate• II.la l"elutaace to 10 OIi &.al 
S.oal te s ...... 

Mr. lle•tew laell.-ve• a declaloa 
oa thl• ea.a wait watll haacll tanorrow, 
bat •• wa.Dte41 ,- to haft Mr. Vwe' • 
meeaa,etbl■ .....ia,. 

W. W. lloatow 

S.01&1 4180 

SECRET" 

DECLASSlfltD 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 

NLJ qJ;-- I S-t iJ/ /1&; 
'SvS(ll#i- • NA.RA, Oace 3/J 

WWRo■tow:rla 
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SANITIZHD 
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INFORMATION 

TOPSBCltET 

Moaday, Febnary lZ, 1968 
9:00 p. rn. 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

Here l• Clea. We■tmorelaad ' • 
farther reply to the quaatloa• aabd 
by Ge.a. WbHler. 

Bromley Smith 

TOP SECRET 

BKS;rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

~ 1-bR Guiddinm, ttb. 24, l~ J B•T · NAIL\, Oat, ,2,,10-12-
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GE~ MCCON~ELL CSAF. WASH .DC 
ADM MOOR E~ CNO ijAS H DC 
ZEN/ GEN CHA PMAN CMC ~ASH DC 
O 121823Z ZYH ZFF-J 

DR0 4smIFJ> '· 

FM GEN '4ESTMORE1..AND ·. 
TO GENERAL WHEELER. CJCS 
INFO AD MIRAL SHARP CINCPAC 
ZEti . . · 

. Authori~ 051-i). 4-t II /4 2,.,,/7; 
: By i? ~ -, N~ .~ ,R -/.,) -~ y • . 

.I. 0 P S F ~ ·S F T ,~AC 02018 EYES ONl.Y .. SECTION .ONE ·OF· TWO 
REF : JCS '01695 

.1. · FIRST, WITH REGARD, TO TH£ INTERPRETATION 'WHICK 
YOU HAVE. PLACf.:0 ON MY EARLIER 'MESSAGE·. . . . .. 

A. 'I AM EXPRESSING A' FIR~ ·RE'QUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
TROOPS, NO! BECAUSE I FEAR DEFEAT IF 1: AM· NOT .REINFOR CED; 
BUT BECAUSE I 00 .NOT .FEEL. THAT I CAN fULLY .GRASP THE .. 
INITIAT IVE FROt-t rm: 'REC£Ntl. Y REINFORCED ·ENEMY ~ITHO UT. 
THEM . ON TH& OTHER HAND A ·stt. BACK · IS .- FULLY" ?OSSIBL& .. 
IF I Ai-, NOT RE I N FORCED A:'-JD, lT ts·· LIKEL. Y THAT WE WILL 
LOSE GROUND I N OT H~R AREAS . IF I ·. AM .. REQUIR£0 to· ·. MAKE ·. 

SUBSTANTIAL REI NFORCEMENT. TO .l CORPS. ·. . 
8 . THE STATUS OF' THE ARVN IS HARD TO DETERMINE AT 

THIS Tl ~F. . VI EN IS ·ENCOURAGED ·ay THE ABSENCE OF PENETRATION; 
BY THE EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE OF HIS OIVISION ,. COMMA:WERS ; : 
A~D aY THE rmMBER OF TROOPS THAT ARE VOLUNTARILY REPORTING 
INTO · ARVN HEADQUARTERS FRO M A LEAVE STATUS, TO T.I\KE THEIR . 
FDSIT!ONS IN PROV ISIONAL UNITS WH ILE AWAITING RETUR~ TO ·THEIR 
OWN ORGANIZATIO~ • . THE ·BIG QUEST ION MARK · IS THE RF/PF. 
I H.~ V~ ASKED FOR A CO L1 Pl.tTE STATUS REPORT s·v 29 FEB . -- BY .· 
THIS TI ME THE TRUE ARVN SITUATION , sHOUl..D -BE SIFTED· our . -· . 
IN TH£ ~EAN!il H!LE, -I AM HOPING FOR ! Ht · BEST BUT. RECOG~HZE 
!HAT THERE ·.WJLL BE. MANY' DIFFICULTIES •. · .. ·. . •· . 

C. THE CAPA CITY. OF OUR LOGISTIC SYSTEM · I~ NORTHERN 
I C!Z MUST BE BU ILT UP AS WE INCREASE THE TROOP DENSITY. 
i,;s HAVE HAD VERY ,LITTLE MAROHl OVtR ot.rn REQUIREMEITT' S., THEREFORE·, 
A FIRML Y CO'ffROLLED t.AND LOC IS A NECESSARY -- ADJUNCT to THE 
SEA MID AIR 1.oc·s. HIGHWAY ON£'· 1S OF UTMOST . I MPORTANCE 'to SUSTAIN . 
ADDltIONAL TROOPS NORTH OF· Al VAN PASS . MY Pl.A~S FOR REI;~F.ORCING 
NORTHERN I crz ! Net.UDE OP£Nl~G THIS lOC. 

D. THE NEED FOR. TROOPS _J~ REGA~N ·l~t ~l ~ITIATIVE·. WA$ EXP~ESSED 



IN PARAGRAPH A ABOVE. 
2. THE FOLLOWING IS IN RESPONSE TO YOUR QUESTIONS AS TO VHETHER OR 

NO'r WE SHOUl.0 CHA 1mE OUR STRATEGY9 _ 
3. I DO NO.t PLAN TO CHANGE MY LOCAL STRATEGY. IT HAS ALWAYS 

BE!~ CENTERED ON DEFEATING THE ENEMY MAIN FORCES WHILE PROVIJING 
A SHIELD OF SECURITY BEHIND li#HICH THE· STRUCTUi?E; c;· GOVERNME:n -A~O 
SOCIETY COOl.D Bf. RE-ESTABLISHED. THIS ··HAD TO · ,BE. TIED ,IN CLOSEL y.,. .. 
PARTICULARLY IN TH£ SECO'.iD ASPECT--liITH THE ARVN FOR~ES. -

4. C£RfAX:~1..Y, THE MAJOR- POLITICO ·- MILITARY OFFENSIVE:· t,:HllCH THE 
ENEMY LAUNCHED AT TET HAS CAUSED US. TO Rt-EVALUATE OUR PRIORITIES. 
'.JE HAVE. HAD TO REVISE OUR OFF£NSIV£ PLANS, ESPECIALLY -- !~ III CTZ, 
AND FACl THE RE~LIT1is er THE CURRE~T SITUATION. ~E HAVE BEEN OBLIGED 
to DIVERT MORE SUPPORT TO !HE AnVN IN PROTECTING -THE PO?ULA!EO AREAS. 
THIS WAS DONE BEFORE THE TET AGGRESSION BASED 0~ INTELLIGENCE AND 
M ANALYSIS OF 1 HE SITUATION. . _ 

~. I AGREE WITH TH£ OBSERV'ATION THAT CLEARING' THE1 CITIES IS OF 
HIGHEST PRIORITY. TO THIS £.ND THE :~RVN ARE DEVOTING A s·IGtHFICANT 
f\JP.TION OF THEIR ASSEJ'S. THIS IS, RE.FttCTE'.D Hf THE ·oo.TA WHF:R~ A 
LARGE NUMBER OF CITIES HAV£ BEEN ATTACKED, BUT ·ttAV£ B££~ CLEARED; 
IN SAIGO:>J WHERE UP IO SIXTEEtl GENERAL RESERVE BATT~LJ9NS ):{A.VE -

BEEN EMPLOYED; THROUGHOUT II CTZ WYERE ALL OF THE CITIES HAVE BEEN 
Ct.EARED OF VC Ut-HTS, AND IN HUE. IN MA;~y OF THESE ACT IONS, US FORCES 
P~VE EE£~ co~~I!TED. IN THE DELTA, AN ADDITIONAL us BRIGADE OF TWO 
BATTALIONS WAS REQUIRED TO SAVE TH£ SITUATION AT BEN TRE AND AT 
MY THO. THE MRF TO :'HGHT IS HEADING TOWARDS CAN THO TO STAVE OFF 
A THREAT TO THE CAPITOL. THIS IS 'THE 1-·ARTHEST SOUTH THAT THE ~RF HAS 
BEE~l CO~M!TT!:D. IN SAIGON, ONE OF OUR BATTALIONS IS IN T}{E CITY 
AND SEVERAL OTHERS AR£ MANEUVERl~G AGAINST THE 'ENEMY FORCES THAT 
ARE I~ THE AREA. DANANG IS ALMOST ENTIRELY PROTECTED BY US FORCES. 
IN HUE AND QUANG TR I, US ELEMtNTS PART l Cl PATED HEAVILY Hl THE. CLEA.~ ING 
Of>ERAT IOttS. 

6. DESPITE THE HIGH PRIORITY ACCORDED ro THE CITIES, I STILL 
SEE THE ENE~lY POSITION IN THE _ KHE SANH/DMZ ARtA AS THE GR£A!EST SINGLE 
THREAT. It MUST BE S!OPP£D OR ALL OF NORTHERN I ,crz Wll.L BE IN 
,JEOPARDY. TO DEFEAT THIS ENEMY, ~HO HAS CLOSE TO 50,000 TROOPS IN 
THE AREA, WE HAVE BlEN OBLIGED TO DE?l.OY 28 US BATTALIONS PLUS HrAVY 
OOMBAT SUPPORT FORCES TO THAT SECTOR. 

7. ALL OF THIS BRI~GS US TO KHE SANH. SHOULD WE DEFEND TH~RE, 
OR b!ITHDRAW? 

8. AS YOU KNOV, WE HAVE MAiNTAINED OUR~POSITION IN KHE SANH 

so IliAT WE ~OutO HAVi:' A FORWARD OPERATING-- BASF. FROM WHICH WE COULD co~­
DUCT OPERATIONS AGAINST TH£ KEY lNFILTR~TIO~ ROUTES IN EASTERN LAOS. 
TO BE SUR£, OUR ?OS It ION THERE HAS NO'f :>TOPPED INFllTRAT ION. BU~ 
THERE IS GOOD EVIDENCE TO INDICATE THAT If ~E H~DN•t HELD AT K~-
S~NH THE ENEMY WOULD HA.VE. HAD Cl.EAR SAIL.ING STRAIG~-r DOWN T? QUAN·3 
TRI AND EVE:-i HUE WITH ALUTELY t~OTHING IN HIS PATH 1-ROtt THE -.~ORTH-
'rJESt·. THE WHOLE QUANG TR I ?OSIT ION v/OULD HAVE BEEi! l-1.ANX:EO AND TtlE 
VERY BATTLE F.OR l/JHICH i/JE ARE NOV GIRDHlG At KHE SANH .WOULD ~E ON 
OUR H(f-.JDS AtON3 "THE POPULATED 8El.T OF I crz. THIS IS NOT THE F'REf'ER~ED 
PLACE TO FIGHT SUCH BATTLES AS EVENTS Of THE PAS! \IE~K HAV£ nm IC~!i:..D 
sso r~OTE:-s DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
600 
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~ P.! ! e R 6 T .MAC ·020l8 £YES · ONt.Y FINAL SECTIO~ OF TVO . 
9. T~ICE EEFORE KHE .SANH HAS BEEN Tl-aEATENED. LAST SPRING AT 

U:AST Tl:JO R£GlNENTS :1ovtD AGAINST IT BUT ~E~E DRIVEN OF'F'. THIS TlillE 
THE E:J£ ~1Y 3UILD UP H ➔s BEEN GR.EATER THA~ BEFORE: \IHICH H~lOHTEr:s 
Tiit RISK. HC~EVER, 'IO VITH.DRA~ FROIWI KHE SAUH WOL't.D HAVE CE~TAIN T~cr1:;4L 
DISADVA~T.Am:s. I AND_ ~OULD SE A DIFFICULT [~ANEUVSR. MUCH OF THZ HEAVY 
E'JUI?m::rr o ~, 3AS~· CAN ONLY BE tXTRACTZO OY ROAD. FHU,Ll Y, THERE' 
IS !HZ. PSYCHOl.OGICAl. It'IPACT >OF A '- ITHDRAWAL • . TO DO SO :m'.I • AFTER 
T11E RECE!.ff VC S?LURGE' IN TH.E CITIES, AND. THE l055 OF !.ANG VEI 
~OLtl.i) BE A HE4VY 01.0~ TO TH:': CONFIDENCE or THE PEOPLE A~D GOVf:R:-JMENT 
OF S~~, A~D POSSIB~Y TO A LARGE ~EGMENT OF THE A~ERICAN PUBLIC. I 

~UST HOLD · THE POSIT ION AND 1 THUIK WE W 11..L HOlO IT. ON THE OTHER 
8A:--JO AS RE.PORTED TO YOU, 1 IHTEND TO OPE:"' HY 9 WHICH 'MILL . GIVE US 
A NU:1c~R Or O?TIOt~S ANO COMPLICATE TH~ E"~~E:1-YS· PROBLEi'!. 

10. LASTLY, ~ITH REGARD TO THE SUGGESTION THAT I ?Ul..L MY TROOPS 
OUT OF TH:: OSLTA TO- USE THEM AS A RESERVE, LEAVING THE DELTA TO ARV~. 
RIGh'T f~Q:j • AS I EXPLAii~ED ABOV£, ~E ARE D.EEPL Y UJVOLVED IN PROtECT ING 
!HE POPUl..'iTlON CEtlf!Efi:5 OF THE DELTA WITH THE. C0'13l!MTION Or US/.~f?VN· . 

I FORCES. I Hhv HOP~O TO MOVE A T~O BATTALION B~IGAOE U? ro LONC A~ 
PROVZ:.JCE: i'O CAY' BIJT iH£ THHEAT TO CA~~ THO CHA~GED MY ~nm. AS YCU ARE 
A~ARt. IT JS I~POSSI3LE FOR 0~£ TO Bt VERY FAR FRO~ THIS SATTLEFIELD 
AND . AKE FI .:ItE SUGGESTIONS AS TO WHAT SHOULD SE 1N R£SE~VE. THE 
SITUATION CM~~CES TOO RAPIDLY. l Fl~D THAT I ~UST ~EIGH EVtnY PIECE 
OF' £VIDE: i'1C£ CAREFIJLl. Y AND CO ~lTINUAtLY RE·EVALUATE THE ALT.Er.NATIVES. 
I CA if REINFORCE o~u: AREA FfWi1 A~Y OTHER A;JD THE DELTA IS NO EXCI:Pf ION. 

11. 1 ~OULD SE PLEASED TO H~VF. YOU VISIT 
.. SSO HOT~:. JZLIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 



. INFOR.M.AflON 

y, Feb. 12, 1968 
1:20 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdnlt: 

You may wbh to coaatcler M1dlaa to the third 
,aragrapll of Sect. McNamara•• propeeed 
•tatement •• after the word "area" --
"aaa tbe pNaiblllty of remawed attack oa 
the ddea. 0 

Jtauoa: 

-- It la true, aiace Weaty need• bi• reserve 
for either parpo••; 

-- It aYOl.da tbe c11ar,. that be waa fooled 
oa the dtlea aad aow be'• alMut to be 
fooled oa l ec-p.. 

w. w. lloatow 
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.-SECRET. 

DRAFT - 12 Feb 1968 

/. Six addit!on&l b&ttalions of como&t troops arc being deployed to 

South Viet1'l.am, totaling a.pproxtmateJ.y 10,500 men. 

~ . Threo "b~t.tal.ions are a.rley' units :from the 82d ·airborne division a.t. 

Fo1·t Bragg, Nor~b Carolina. Th1·ee e.ro Marine Corps unite from tha 5th 

Marine Division · at Camp Pendleton. Cali1'ornta.. and the 24 Marine Division· 

At Camp LeJeune, North Ce.rolina, 

.3 • 'these torccs are being• deployed at the request ot General William 

c. Westraoreland as insurance Sia.inst the threat ot the North Vietnamese 

regular A~'s cainpaiin in the DMZ-Quang Tr1-Thue.,Thien area. 

4. The North Vietnamese l\&ve introduced aome 24 ·,ooo additional. regular 

Ar~ troops -- the 304th and 320th Divisions -- int~ the I<he Sann are& ic 

December .. and _January • 

.r, There are currently approximately 500,000 U.'S. militar,y ·peraonnel 

1n South Vietnam. ·. The deployment ot ;25.000 has been authorized. · 

( , No dociaion hu yet 'been made on vhethor. theae vill eventU&l.ly be 
• 
in addition. to the 525.000 or -part ot .th&t total. · 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority /J L,j·.- c & S ~o · 

B. . . l . NAD, .... D , -~~~i!Ji. y k':::¥ · · , nb, ate_.;;.._,;;;.;,.......-_.T 
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INFOl\MA TION 

BCD!T 

MOD4ay, Febraal'J 12, 1968 
8:05 p.m. 

Mr. Pl"e■lcleat: 

Herewith a •--•••tloa th.at Cy l• 
maldDC some •mall pro1r••• wltb 
Pre■blent Park. 

Seoul 4090 
CACTUS 

W .. W .. lloatow 

acu:T 
DECl.ASStFIED 

Wh e ~ Guldetlnes. Feb. ~ •~ 
By , NARA. Oa1e {L ;i J'f7 

' 
WWRoatow:rln 
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, ~i'\Oo.t.·;E1·1 -. _··::~"SUG ... u.E.~.-1 i:.,D; • f ,,9,~ .. ?IB IL:I-i.Y_- 9f1"' ~P...c.Cl:Ab:;
1
-AS SURr1NC:.S ·A ND -­

(J.O ! N_1·:· .~.fl lV;U_S~:;SJ}IIEN.ii:~.Ttr.A.B.O.:\J!~~ .fcU.lURE·: RA ID s.t§'DCt·1 EXPRESSED 
t.PPRii:Cl AT10 f.J THAT YI HU-RAl\ RECCG NI ZED TH AT CLOSED MEET I NG S 
MUST GO ON AND SAID PRES JOHNSON AND OTHER US OFFICIALS HAD 
MADE MANY STATEMENTS GIVING ASSURANCES WHICH PARK AND ROKG 
COULD USE EFFECTIVELY. WE PREPARED HELP WHERE .~E CAN ~ITHIN ' 

. ~ .CC f Ru;,LOS rnss: 6 : 8 ,R : i , 
THESE LIMITS AND OFFERED MEET YI FOR FURTHER TALKS. YI SAID 
HE COULDN•T SINCE HE HAD TO SEE PARK. 

· TH!S PHOtJE CALL AFTER -MY MEETINGS TODAY WITH PRESIDENT AND 
PRIME Ml NI ST ER _Mn.:-~REP.:EA:J':::1.'ll\"Y~NDTq-A~~~-Ti:lllCv :Rlll>.:17' TO 

· S\fAI.1:0~W.::FARD'JfA,N o=.:.: f ,·A-C g,:.;.: U?-~I-T OX,SlTi.fA-T.iI-0;~~•.:.Y \:IE \:1 I LL CL AR I FY AS 
SOON AS· WE CAN WHAT THEY WANT .BUT BELIEVE FACT OF CALL ITSELF 
SIGNIFICANT. G·P•3~- PORTER . . 
BT . ,., . 

I EC .. ASSIFIED 
' · 1295 , . Sec. 3.6 

'f i:> -l 11 \ . 
r .. _,.., .... ~ D te , ,_ ;;tt, -,t, 

-,1 • .a..-1¥--~ 

:SECRET:-

'I 



Moaday, Feltnaary 12. 1968 
SiUSM?T-PACKERS 8 :00 p. m. 

Mll. _PRESIDENT t 

Herewltll tb9 R.Ollmama• me•••• dellYered to 
GoYel'IIOr Harrimaa. Aa Harrimaa correctly aotea, 
they "'pald ao attelltloa to tbe dprat" tllat ta, there 
la DO ••1aeat1.ca of reapoaH to tbe •• ...,u .. la 
the Saa Aatoalo formala. 

Whea reportia1 oa tbla, Sect. llaak uld to me: 
"If y011 have aay sOCNf tarpta aroaad Haaol or 
Halplaoas, lay all meuu recemtlNtlld tbem. •• 

W. W. .Roatow 

a81l0lltl'l'-PACKERS attac:hcneat 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 123S6, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 'i''t -

By..-...¥-_, NARA, Date<o ) ►~s-
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HOBJ.S/PACKERS , r ..;J----

-------
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: Viet-Nam. Peace Talks 

PARTICIPANTS: u. s. 

W. Averell Harrim~41 

Ambassador at Lar;i~ 
Daniel I. Davidson, 

Special Assistant o 
Amb. Harriman 

·Date: 
Time: 

Place: 

February 12, 1968 
11:30 a.m. 
Governor's Office 

Romania 

Corneliu Bo&dan, Ambassador 
to the U.S. 

DECLASmml> 
E.O .. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ ,9-IJ-{lb-o -

By kW ' NARA. Date b -,;lj -7 s 

Ambassador Bogdan telephoned the Governor's office at about 
.10:30 a.m. and made an appointment to see the Governor at 11:30. 

When he arrived at 11:30, Bogdan told the Governor that he 
had received from Macovescu some information which he wished to 
convey. Macovescu had been in Hanoi between the 22nd and 28th 
·of January and had had conversations with Prime Minister Dong 
and Foreign Minister Trinh. Macovescu expounded largely the 

. ·point of view of the U.S. Government. Then he stated Romanian 
considerations, the essence of which is that new conditions 
have _been created for a new step towards a solution / nego_tiations. 

through 
After studying the U.S. Government proposals and the 

Romanian considerations the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam as~erted that i.,.~:;,.n~;bi~~e 
prgAQsal s e£ t.ii1e t1. s. 'OeVE!ffiffl~n- arrswer•-•to,.,ttb1 Giai,ph QGilpa,tion 

S!C~!? • NODIS/PACKERS 
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of ~-D~.c.~ruber~,; - ,Thepa-sse.rt~~:t-h-a:t..-:-::th-e--1'6: •. "!· S:;;1;pr,opo.sals . .,..ar.e. _it\-,., 
. f?.~~: coi<:l~·~On~ll-~lre~hird.-,:askeck::-t9..~-1I.J.l_~.9.n~ti.on·ai-:. ~•e!fiatio~ 
..... ,.. . 'l)fa t" • V • 

"'o;t'J!~q~~E..&..~n~bu~.aa.t~.ok!,W:a.r ~~ 

At this point the Ambassador said he would quote a long 
paragraph which he was translating from Romanian. A stenographer 
was called in and before the Ambassador left he reviewed and 
corrected the transcription·. The following paragraph is the 
paragraph Ambassador Bogdan translated, dictated and reviewed. 

"The position of the Vietnamese people and of 
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
is very clear. There are the four points of the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the politicpl program of the National Libera­
tion Front of South Vietnam. This is the basis 
for the solution (reglementation) of the Vietnamese 
problem. We stated clearly:: i-fzi.m~:b.'Rrit.i:tyn::bc · 
U~m,\7~-nmei'ttu-a~;fire· if-. ·c!6ri-Ve1.=-~ia.tforrs:~ 

£.a.~ it. says .. it does ,- .i:L.mus.t ... ...in-. t .h~::::fi.rs.t;7,place:..~· 
s.t:9P: ·.unconcli'.tfona:lly:;;t.l{.~ctciniba~clment·and::- all< 
o~!l,eF~~EJiS.::.of47.:...w~r~ ~g~j,.A,S..,:~~th:e:~Democral:l·c·•:·Republic 
of:-· Yi~;t _QJUlt.· ·- :A.f ~.~~ .. a_.. ~.o.E:vc_n,.ie!! ~--pei;J.oo·. 0£··•-time:, . ·--t 
fo~lowing the unconditional cessation of bombard-
p.eJj:t ~·aru:r:: alr O:ther-:Anie~r-rcaYi~ ..:ac-=:t-:-s~ '0E war-··ag·a1ns t 
•ther•:D"~mocr·a-£ic--:~epub lic::;;-f · Vitrtn:am·,:-:.:th-e:=-Denioc ra~f."t'-c 
Repub.J:m~.of?Vi.e~fnam"'.:~H1).-':s:t:~fr·t.~c.o:O:v-e.r:satio_ns .. ~.::-
w i t;l\~ ;~~µ;ii.~.~d- •~.5~~~~:t .. of.. ·Aru~r~c·a~•.·~~ .. Eh~,iqi;i.e.s.ti'Ons 
"°f.' ,i.ril:~e:res~t.v.t 'o·--i::he:-:,tw.6..··.::p:artie-s=·~frhe Ambas·sador 
'uncters'tands thisT·t:6 -riiean .the interest of either 
side, ' n~t a commori ·interest/. *J:11.~~~ 
Pe~rvl-~i;~r.-:t-h,e.,..._tim.A--~~~~t!.a:r..:.u~ ~:to·.~ 
~ .. ~~~ -~~~.,.._,_.4...~~~ - ✓ 

J>..F.P..&~~~'r-JLqJ....Ji~--§~~~e:-M§•~liF:andi..:.-wi:th~u t 
~o~Af~;j B9.A~~P.~~M.ran~ti-~~"'t~e~ 
94-.M~~e~~~eB}~~:-iedle~~1:0"iP1V-i~ . 
l'fter the ' unconditiorial cessation of the bombardment 
and all other acts 1 o_f ~•far agai:nst the Democratic 
~epublic of'Vietn~m a.Jllmfwr .~~ . 

- ·sEORB~ -~ODIS/PACKERS 
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be t\'?_e_~-½'-P J?s,&:~o~t6'~e'a~~a1

i-{"-' agreement·~~ 
the'"" pla·c~-~--=-.dre::ie~ve1t·,::;::ana-"'the~c;onten ts~•:r.-o~th'e~ . .. . . , , 

"-'cony~r~aJ.ip~~~{Vl:re;,:i:gh.t:-;·posi tion and the correct 
attitude~of the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam have been warmly welcomed 
and supported by the peoples of .the world. 
The attitude of the Democratfc Republic of 
Vietnam is serious. If the conversations are 
leading or ·not to results, this depends on the 
United States." 

The Ambassador added two things: 1) the Romanian 

'

government is ready to transmit communications to either side; 
2) when Ambassador Davis returns to Bucharest he might obtain 
further details from Macovescu. 

Ambassador Bogdan also said that Macovescu was in Peking 
on January 31 and that he informed the Chinese government 
through the same Deputy Foreign Minister as previously of the 
U. s., the Romanian and the North Vietnamese positions. The 
Chinese position remained the same-- t8_~.ttuJ-.i£,_.¥.{l-.-

"(~~tJ.W-P.!-•.an~~Soviet Union was informed on January 23 about 
Macovescu's visit to Washington and the positions of the u. s. 
and Romanian governments but not of what Hanoi said on this 
trip • Mo~.c.~~-efii\f-n~-s oonno~hatiuhappetted,.ich»NlrJ,anoi 

·"h "!';!-i::,:•-~ ~ A 1111:!.,.~,.~ ...J:.-,.,f.~,i~A~~-~~ogd~~'fia'l.L--;x:mp-r.-.:s s i:u11-L1.1u·~ 

-~~~r~.B.£r.~~~..l.'Co• 
The Governor said that we would like to study this message 

, before making any official comment though 'it i~ 
"'~~ ,S- ~i~=h~~~~J;"~-~~ .... .:n11-He said that Hanoi should realize/ 
-~~;~~~ha-t ·wh7n they are attacking U. S. posi ti?ns across the DMZ it _ 

_ t j hs unthinkable for the u. S. to stop bombing. The Governor . 1 

•--:.J stated h~s- u~offic~al reaction ~s that ~anoi does ;10,.~ __ wish_ -~f 
~- · ··talks an~be:.-'.--~omn..en~e.~~::t:ha-t~~-e:~f~tt-1·hmwem:.t-~~Jf t= , . -- .. .. ~:. ;:_ .. ~ -~4tXa.-....,..;..._,,.i¼_'.!..:J....:Y •: .: • • \-~~-· it. I: .:: . .- ~):.rn~ ,. I ·; f- ---•--'-=~-- - - t§ 

i;....,._; • . • '@ 

The Governor expressed his gratitude for the Romanian 
effort though be reww½ed tlte,U.tz4<?~~~a+;ae~t 
f ~ ,,b~ -

---,::-5£i=ic-,R~l!:P"IT"-~tiJ9DI S./PACKERS 



Mr. Prealdeat: 

Moaday. February 12, 1968 
7:50 p. m. 

Herewith. in the ll1ht of diecuaaloa at hach. a 
draft cable to Cy Vaace. 

It la Sect. ll.uak' • J..S1meat that lt wowd be 
••cwe:rloadlas the clradt11 at thle time to ban Cy 
)Mil the qaa.Uoa of the ext2'a Upt dlrialoa to · 
Preaide11t Park. ( ~ - 3 J 

Then le •ome u..-cy la gettbag tbla cable oU 
to Cy tom.pt. oar time. 

w. w. Roatow 

Cable cleared •• drafted ---
Cleared wltlloa.t lanructioa to ralae 

problem of light dlYialoa _____ _ 

Call me -----
Note: A copy of thi• cable will be la tba Sltaatloa 

Boom for dlapatch a• yoa direct. 

.3# 

-----
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WoshlnilOn, D,C. 20520 

February 12, 1968 

TOP iECR.;KT/NODIS ENCLOSURE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Secretary Rusk suggests that 
this cable go tonight, but that 
Paragraph 3 be omitted and reserved 
for discussion tomorrow. Could you 
let me know at once. 

Enclosure: 

Telegram to AmEmbassy Seoul 

'BOP SBGR-ET/NODIS ENCLOSURE 

- .,· 

.r 

•. . ( ) 

,., 
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TELECOM'"'NICATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION 

ar#=eMIU!f 

Aaanbassy SEOUL ~ IMMEDIATE 

STATE . 

TOlJAN/NODIS 

WORK COPY 

~I, l, 

-- --

DECIJASS1FIED . 
E.O. 12 5,, Sec. 3.6 · 
NL ft - lt/1 . 

......;,,,~ _, NA - D te ,,.,~t-'fl, 

1. In yQur talk with Park, you should explain that latest 

~ssages from Westmoreland indicate clear need for additional 
- . 

forces to secure vital cormiunication lines ·in northern area of 

SVN (Routes land 9) and to permit .our ~orces there to go over to 
. . 

the offensive against weakened NVA/VC. isxxx In response to this .• . 

we have today decided to send at once a Marine regiment and an 

airborne brigade. totalling together s't.x additional top-notch 

·combat battalions. 

2. In describing situation, you should. request in strongest 

tenn.s th.at Park give pexmission for Westmoreland to redeploy ROK ­

f orces as necessary in current situation~· wliich has difficulties 

but also great opportunities. (FYI: . ·xu · .. We understand ROK 

commanders on the spot have been-sauewbat. rductant to redeploy 

rapidly at _our request. End nYI). 

3. Fi.Dally • . yo~ should indicate that over-£11 situation 

EA: WPI3undy:bmm 2/12/68 4235 
White House - Mr. ~stow_ (subs.) 

Tile Secretary 
s/s- Mr. Read 

FORM 
8-65 

00D - Secretary McNamara 

DS-322 

.,,,,CQ2 SiCRiii 
C~rrections made on original green MUST be made ·on this and other 

flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 
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TELECOMMUN1rATIONS OPERATIONS DIVISION 

Seoul 

#JCT 8BOH1' 

s. 

WORK COPY 

indicates redoubled urgency in requirement for additiona~ Korean forces 

in Vietnam as soon as possible. at least the light division already 

suggested and hopefully more. Porter 1s of course fully familiar with 

support and. other Ul.ldertakSnga CODlleCted with proposed llght divisloa 

deployment. 

OS-322A -Corrections made on orietffal green ;<fflma made on this and other 
flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division 



INFORMATION 

SECRET 

Moatlay. Fe--.ry ll. 1968 
'Jicll p. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Her ... ltb two cable• from Erale 
Ooldatela la Parl•: 

L 0a the l'nach political 
•c•u. -- laclwl.1111 a Pre■ldeDtlal 
dark hor■e Damed Saclreau. 

z. A c-...rAthNI wlth laraell 
Amlt••·•··••lpate llabla. 

Parl• 10199 
Parla 10198 

w. w. Jlo•tow 

SECB:l:T 

DECLASSiFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

31 ---

~'hite House Guidelines, Feb. 24. 19gJ 
/ ·~ N , .. 0 A D ate ,2-,e(--1 ,,)..-

0 v ~ ' ."l..1\.- ' 
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OE RUFNCR 10198 0431.lBa 1· CN: ·3543Q ZNY SSSSS 
R l2l~S0Z FEB 68 1968 FEB ·l2 7sl7AM 
Frq AME1HMSSY 'PARIS 
TO SECSTAT£ WASHDC 9348 
STA·TE" GR NC 
BT 
.S .~ t A El PARIS 10198 

NOD IS 

FOR THE PR£S10ENT FROM GOLDSTEIN 

1. SATURD~Y NIGHT SPENT WITH QENtRAL RABIN, NEW ISRAELI 
AMBASSI\DOR TO WASHINGTON AND ADMIRAL LIMON WHO HEADS ISRAELI 
ARMS PROCURE~1ENT It~ EUROPE. 

2. GENERAL RABIN SAID THAT IRAQ PRESIDENT AREF LEFT PARIS 
wI'THOUT AGREEING TO GivE ·otL CONCESSIONS TO THE FRENCH~ -P'RENCK .Al.SO 
UNABLE THUS ~FAR TO SELL MIRAGES TO lijAQ. 

3. MIRAGE DEAL HELD UP BECAUSE RUSSIANS NOW OFFERING MIG 21$ 
FOR ~00,000 DOLLARS. 

·4, ACCORDING TO LIMON, ISRAEL TRYING TO PREVENT BELGIAN 
MIRAGE PURCHASE. KEY ARGUMENTS AGAINST MIRAGE ARE LACK Or ENGINE 
,RELIA·BILITY AND HIGH MAINTENANCE COST ALONG WITH SPARE PARTS OIFJi'lCU1.• 
TIES. . . 

. S. BY CO NTRAST IRAQI MIG DELIVERED TO ISRAEL BY OEDECTlNG PILOT 
STILL FUNCTIONS_WITH ONLY TIRE REPLACEMENTS, 

6. ISRAELIS HAVE ASKED BELGIANS TO COME TO ISRAEL TO SEE 
MIRAGE MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS• BUT SO FAR lNVITATlON NOT ACCEPTED. 

7. LIMON SAYS U.S. AND NORTHROP NOT REALLY TRYING HARO ENOUGH 
TO SELL F-5S TO BELGIUM. TWO STRONG . ARGUMENTS FOR . r-5 ARE TRADITION 
THAT HOLLAND AND BELGIUM HAVE THE SAME EQUIPMENT AND WELL KNOWN 
EASY AVAILABILITY OF U.S. SPARE PARTS. ISRAEL TRIED TO DISSUADE 
PERUVIAN AND BRAZILIAN MIRAGE PURCHASES. 

8. BELGIAN CARETAKER GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO BELIEVE IT HAS T'Ffi7 
RIGHT TO MAKE AIRCRAFT DECISION, ACCORDING TO LIMQN. IT WOULD THEREFORE 
BE A MISTAKE TO SUSPEND F•' EFFORTS NOW. 

9. L£8ANES£ HAVE NOT TAKEN DELIVERY OF THEIR 12 MIRAGES BECAUSE 
11\.0TS NOT CAPABLE OF COPING WITH 160 XNOT ~ANDING SPEED • . 

~ 
I 

l 
I 
l 

{ ··- ··- . ··---· ""' ··----- . ·-·-
_ SECRET 

-----· ···-· .. 
... 
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10. LIMON SAYS ISRAEL HAS GIVEN UP ATTEMPT TO BUY GERMAN 
SURPLUS PLANES VIA IRAN AND PAKISTAN PHONEY LICENSES. 

11. GENERAL ANO MRS. RABIN RESPRESENT A NEW BREED OF ISRAELI 
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTAT'I_ON. EDGES ARE HARD, OPINIONS ARE BLUNT ANO 
TONE IS AGGRESSIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, RE VIETNAM HE BELIEVES WE ARE 
RIGHT TO BE THE~E~ BUT WE ARE NOT FIGHTING TO WIN. SAYS VtET CONG 
~UCCESS IN CITIES IS PROOF THAT WE HAVE NOT . EXPLAINED TH£ WAR . TO TH£ 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE. RE PUEBLO HE SAYS WE 010 'NOT LEARN FROM THE LIBERTY 
INCIDENT• SAYS WE ~J£RE TOO CLO.SE .AND RABIN CLAIMS . . 
RUSSIANS TO HIS KNOWLEDGE ALWAYS KEEP THEIR DISTANCE. 

)2. LIMON SAYS HE BELIEVES NASSER IS ON THE WAY our. 
SUCCESSOR WILL FOLlOW GENERALLY SAME POLICY aur WILL KNOW LESS 
ABOUT THE· WEST. Ir HUSSEIN FALLS~ A NASSER FOLlOWER WILL COM£ INTO 
POWER IN JORDAN. ISRAEL DOES -NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS WlLL BE A BIG 
CHANGE, SAYS LIMON. 

\3. LIMON BELIEVES SECRETARY CLIFFORD'S ASSOCIATION 
WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN WILL .MAKE HIM MORE SYMPATHETIC TO lSRAE~ 
THAN WAS MC~AMARA, 

t4. COMMENTi LIMON OBVIOUSLY IS TRYING TO MAKE POINTS FOR 
FUTURE ARMS DEALS. RABIN ·1s LESS· CLEAR. BEST GUESS .IS THAT HE IS 
MERELY EXPR£SSlNG HIS OPINION ON MATTERS CURRENTLY CONC!~NlNG KIM. 
HE IS NOT HAPPY WITH VIEWS DISAGREEING WITH HIS .OWN. 

GP•2- WALLNER 
at 

... _ 



Df. RU~NCR 10199 04~1ll~ 
ZN\' SSSSS 
R t2!0.32Z F'£B 68 

· FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
ro S~CSTATE WASHDC ~349 
STATE GRNC 
sr 
·g E 6 R i T PARIS 101~9 

NOOIS 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM GOLOSTEIN 

Ci) 

COh'?ROL : 3497Q 
RECEIVED: Fe~. 12, i968 

7:2lA.M'! 

1. MR. PRESIDENT, OVER THE WEEK END I RENEWED MY Tl£S WITH 
A GROUP OF TRUSTWORTHY POLITICAL OBSERVERS WHOM I HAVE KNOWN ANO 
TnUSTED SINCE J952. I SAW THEM lN SEVERAL GROUPS, BUT THEIR VIEWS 
ARE SO UNI"FORM Tl1Ar I AM REPORTING THEM AS A SlftGLE CONSENSUS. 

2~ THE PEOPLE I SAW INCLUDED: A GASLLIST FORMER MEMBER Or 
PARLIAMENT WHO IS A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND OF THE GENERAL BUT, 
NEVERTHELESS, IS ONE OF THE FE"l WlTH COURAGE TO BREAK WITH THE 
GENERAL OV~R ISRAEL; A TELEVISION NEWS COMMENTATOR ON THE GOVERNMENT 
NETWORK; A TOPFLIGHT CIVIL SERVANT WHO HEADS ALL OF FRANCE'S 
SC!ENTIFIC RESEARCH AND WnO ALSO IS A LEADING MEMBER Or A SORT OF 
·suPREME COURT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS - A COMBINED WEBB, 
SEABORG ANO JE~RE WILLIAMS; A BANKER AND A LAWYER WHO ARE OPPOSED 
TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

3. THE CONSENSUS rs THAT THERE IS AN UNDERSTANDING BETW£EN 
PRIME MINISTER POMPIOOU AND THE GENERAL THAT POMPIDOU AND THE· 
CABINET HAVE A rREE HAND DOMESTICALLY AND THE GENERAL DOES AS HE 
PLEASES RE FOREIGN POLICY. 

4, IT IS A MISTAKE FOR AMERICANS TO DISfINGUISH BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT ANO THE PEOPLE RE FOREIGN POLICY. THE FRENCH SUGGEST 
THAT THEY COLLECTIVELY VOTED FOR THE GENERAL KNOWING HIS FOREIGN POLICY, 
5UT WERE WILLING TO SWALLOW IT FOR MIS DOMESTIC POLICY. NY FRENCH 
fRrENDS SAY rr IS ABSURb)TO SAY THAT THE GERMAN~ DID NOT KNOW WHAT 
7HEY WERE DOING WHEN THEY ELECTED HITLER. THEY SAY THAT THE SAME 
A~P~t~S TO THE FRENCH PEOPLE. 

SECRET- DECLASSIFIED 
AJ1thcxitf 'fJL j- 3 Y-35'7 . 

By~ . NARA. 0- ;;. -;J(1 ;,... 

- ____ _... ... , -....... .......... . ···-~ -----... ·-- ............ ,_ ·--
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5. PARAOOXIC~LLY, THE LErtIST OPPOSITION, METTERRANo·s FEDERATION, 
INCLUDING THE CO MMUNISTS, IS BELIEVED TO BE l00 PERCENT BEHl ~O THE 
GENERAL•S ~NTI-AMERlCAN POLICY, BUT THE LEFT SAYS IT WOULD 00 IT 
DIFFERE NTLY. THE RIGHT ANO CENTER, I~CLUDING THE GAULLI~TS, ARE 
ESTIMATED TO BE BETWEEN 80 PERCE NT ANO 90 PERCENT PRO-AMERICAN D£SPITt 
THE GENERAL•s POLICY. THIS MAY BE SIGNIFICANT FOR THE FUTURE. 

6. Ir AN ACCIDENT BEFALLS THE GENERAL BEFORE THE \972 ELECTION, 
AND HE MIGHT RUN AGAIN IN 1972, TWO CA DlDATtS ARE CONSIDERED CERTAIN1 
POMPIOOU ANO THE LEADER OF TH£ LErT OPPOSITION, MITTERRAND. EACH 
HAS HlS LlA01L1TIES. MITTERRAN~ HAS AN AIR Or SCANDAL FROM TH£ "FOURTH 
REPUBLIC PLUS HIS ALLIANCE WITH THE COMMUNISTS. POMPlDOU 1S 
lOENTlFlEO WITH TH£ UNPOPULAR ASPECTS OF DE GAULLE'S REGIME. THERE 
IS MUCH TALK OF AN OUTSIDER• A DARK HORSE• PIERRE SUDREAU • NOW 
A CENTER PARY DEPUTY. 

7. SUDREAU KASA FI£ RECORD AS A FORMER M!NISTER OF 
CONSTRUCTION AND A FORMER MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. HE IS XNOWN FOR 
HIS COURAGE DURl NG WORLD WAR I 1 WHEN HE WAS DEPORTED TO GERMANY. 
THIS EXPERIENCE MARKS HlM AS A MAN OF COURAGE AND COMPASSION. 

8. PRESENTLY HE fS PUBLISHING A BOOK, ENCHAINEMENT, 
MEA NI NG THE "CHAlN" FOR "rETTER". ITS .THEME IS THAT FRANCE MUST 
ABANDON ITS ATOMIC SEPARATISM AND ·COME INTO THE -TEST BAN AND 
NON-PROLIFERATION TREATIES, THE BOOK ITSELF IS- AN ACT OF COURAGE. 

9. SUDREAU IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL. KE IS -A SOLID, PRACTlCAl 
MAN WITH A GOOD POLITICAL SENSE ANO A REPUTATlON FOR HONESTY AND 
lNTEGRI TY. 

10 . THE REASONING IS THAT IN AN ELECTION MITTERRAND AND THE 
LEFT WOULD POLL 40 PERCENT. THE BALANCE WOULD BE DIVIDED BETWEEN 
SUOREAU AND POMPIDOU, WITH SUOREAU HAVING THE EOG&. THE RUN-OFF WOULD 
GIVE SUDREAU THE PRESIDENCY. 

11. 1 LU NCH WITH SUDREAU NEXT WEEK. ALTHOUGH TALK OF HIS 
CANDIDACY IS FORBIDDEN, IJ WILL BE HELPFUL TO HAVE A PERSONAL 
ASSESSMENT OF TH£ MAN. NATURALLY, I WILL REPORT- FULLY. 

GP•2 WALLNER 
BT 

r· 



Mil. PRESIDENT: 

Moeclay, Felt. 12. 1968 
1:15 p. tn. 

Herewith Sect. McNalllal'a•• propoM4 pre•• 
atatemeat oa the battaUOll8. 

w. w. B.oatow . 

Attaclameat 

tp 
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DRAFT• l2 Feb 1968 

/. Six additional b&ttalions ot com~&t troop• are being deployed to 

South Viet11lUU. totaling approximately l0,500 men • 

.:2. . Three oatta11ons are &~11\V unite trom the 62d ·airborne d1v1a1on &t 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Th1•ee aro Ma.r1ne Corps ·unit• trorn the 5tn 

Marine Division at. Camp Pendleton. Cal.itornta. and th• 24 Marine D1vlt1on· 

at Ce.mp LoJeune, North Ce.rolin&, 

~ . Theae torco; are being" deployed at the requeit or Genera.l William 

c. Weatmareland as insurance against the threat ot the North Vietnamese 

regular Ar,ny'a campaign in the DMZ-Quang Tr1-Thue. Thien area, 

'I , The North Vietnameae h&ve introduced aome 24.000 add1t1one.l regular 

ArJJ'i1 troopa -- the 304th and 320th Diviaiona -- into the Khe Banh area in 

December and January. 

J , There are currently approxim1.tel.y 500.000 U,'8. milit&l")' per1onnel 

~n South Vietne.m. The deployment ot 525,000 haa been authorized. 

( No doc1aion hu yet been made on vhethor. tbeae vill eventually be 
• 
in addition to the 525.000 or l)&l't ot that total. 

DECLASSIFIBD 

Au tiority OSI) ~ 11 /~ 7 I 
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Mr. Prealdaat: 

INFORMATION 

~y. Febnary 12. 1968 
7:10 p. m. 

I will ••ad 11p datailed 4{9eatlOM tomorrow 
mnlliaa for Item 1. 

W. W. Jloatow 

SFCP:irt ~hmeat 



-SEC:ltET 

Lmu:beoa with the Prealdeat 

Tuaday1 Februry ll. 19681 1 !00 p. m. 

AGENDA 

1. JleMn-e Call-Up &lld. CoDJ!••noaal Actioa (Sect. McNamara • Oea. Wheeler) 

-- Whicla unit•? 
-- Wblch powe•• to be re.-ated from Coasr•••? 
-- eo....-an• for Ndpt? 
... Public preHlltatioa and ratioaal• ? 

2. Iaauuctloa to Vance CS.eta. Ruak uul McNamara) 

Text will be available. 

3. PUEBLO: Next Step• (Sect. .Ruak) 

._ TN RcMamaalaa (Sect. B.aak) 

Ead of the lble. 

S. Other -
W. W. Roatow 

DECL ~SffIED 
E.O. L356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

\\'hitc Hee :: G, =ck :ines, :Feb. 24, i983 fhi+ , NARA, Date j-3:/Jf Z 



INFORMATION I 

~ 

MR. P.a.ESIDEMT: 

A pbiloaoplllcal aote. 

Moaday. Fehnar,• 12, 1967 ;!J,, 
T:00 p. m. 

Whe11 Karl Marx tried la the nrat Iateraa.Uoaal to traaalate bl• theoriea 
lato practice, be fOWld that the worker• oa whom he relied for revolatloa 
did aot waat bloody re~batl•: they waated blgher wage• aad better feed, 
better hCMaalal and better echacaUoe for tlielr children. Tbe Ftrat 
lateraatloaal broke up 011. tut lane. Marx went off and tried to fialah 
Du Kapltalt bu.the••• never able to do so becauae of thla uare•olftd 
tact. 

Leala aet up the R.uulaa Comanmlat Party -- uMI broke up the Sod.al 
Democratic Party oa exactly the aame l••ue: the majority of thoae 111 the 
Sodal Democratic Party wanted democracy aad padaal reform. Leala 
re•poeded by cre&Ua1 the hlply dlaclplbaed coaaplratorial mlaority which 
be believed could onrcome the l'll&jority by Hlsl•g what he called "the 
c~:ma.Jldl•1 belpda of power. " 

I believe that. 1f we •tay the coer•• ia Viet Nam, we ahall look back on the 
attack on the dtl•• by the Comrmmiau •• a ctem ... tratloa of the ••me 
dmple Gllderlyia1 fact aboat human bela1• aad their view of Comnnmlam. 

Tbeae folk tv.raed their back• oa the Comanmiata. Tbey were frl1MeMd. 
TIiey did aot love their IOftl'llmellt. Their lo,alty to nation -- aad to ..,.Wai 
beyoatl their family -- i• aot hl11aly developed. But tliiey did not wiah to be 
paahad arouad aad tak•• over. They want a life of iacr ... laa welfare; a 
aovenuneat lacreaablaly hoaeat aad coacel"Md with tllem; aad they want 
the moat f1aadamemal rlpt which Comrnuadat• cleay la politlca; aamaly. 
the rl1M to chuaa• you mllld about a acwerameat. 

Aad ao what they did ta the dtle• by not Jollliag la the upri-■1 may tura out 
to be a■ lmponaat politically for the f11tare a• wbat thay did wbea they took 
part la the electt.oaa. 

Of coarae, la aorne ca••• Comrmml■ta have •ucceeded la Mlm.111 the 
commaadlag belaht• aad locklq the people lato a atrac:tv.re which they coald 
aot cbaaa•· But somewhere dowa the liae we oapit to take after thoae who 
claim to be llberala, but who, bl fact. are wUlla1 to aee a pu'pllHf111 mlaority 
take over the majority by force and lock them up la a Hdety wblda deme• 
every objectl'N la which liberal■ prol••• to believe. 

w. W • .Roatow 



· GONnBEtf'l'tAt 

ML PRESIDENT: 

Moeday, Februry 12, 1968 
5:20 p. m. 

A• ol Februr, 11, ••my killed la actloa ■lace 29 Ja•ary la eatlmated 
at 31,816. U. S. killed la action 1012; AllVN 2105: other frH world 
force• 62. Total frielMlly killed la actloa.3119. 

The ratio over the whole period la, tbea, almoat exa.c:U,- 10 to l. 

Total •-my weapoa• captured la 8799. The proportloa betweea ... my 
killed la action alld weapou capwred la J. 6 to 1. 

Tlda la appr•imataly la the raap of pnYioa ezperleace. For example, 
la 1967 the averap ... my killed la actloa per week waa 1690. Aver ... 
weekly weapo11• capt,and 591. Tlw proportlea: 2. 84 to 1. 

la addltloa, S828 of tbe enemy were detahled. Tba exact -.mber wla.o were 
Commaat milltary bu aot yet beea eatabllahed. 

DECLA~lFrED 
E 0 . 12356. Sec. 3A{b) 

White Gi.~, Feb. 24, G a,+, NARA, Date t< -/0 ..q 2-

DECLASSIFIED 

E. 0. 12356. Sec. ! .3 
DA Memo. Jan. 5. 1988 

8y4. NARA. Date ?-m4 2,-, a 



South Vietnam: Daily Casualties 
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South Vietnam: Ratio of Enemy Killed 
to Friendly Killed 

50:1----------,------------------------

!I • .ii i • • JI a, It " t I • I I 7 I t 10 11 12 11 1• U l6 17 Ii ff ■ lit 21 It N ■ a 6 ■ • 
January February 

DEC IF 
E.O 12356. Sec 3.3 

DA Memo. Jan. 5. 1988 
By /~ . NARA Date ,;).,/ (/ ·71,,, 

SECRa 



D
E

C
L

A
S

S
IF

IE
D

 

E
.O

 1
23

56
. 

Se
c.

 3
.3

 
D

A
 M

em
o

. J
an

. 
5.

 1
98

8 
B

yl
,_

11
(_

. N
A

R
A

. 
O

at
e

a
;.

;L
Q

 .q
 v

 

~ b-
-



INFORM.ATION 

Moaday, February 12, 1968 -- 6:25 p. m. 

M.EMOllANDUM FO:a THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Newa Medla Comacte 

Privffr 

· TN&y Jlm Laca■, Scrlppa-Heward New■paper• SJD!llcate, alld 
B!fd Fraace, BUSINESS WEEK, came la. I took them both throqh the 
late■t prl■oaar of war report■; caaulty flave■; reor1aalutloa of the 
Vt.taame•• IOfframeal; cooperatloa and revlY&l la the Delta; etc. 

A• oppo■N to tbe newemea 1 aaw laat Wffk. Laca■ a.ad Fruce had 
a clear plctln• of how the battle went. TIiey aeked UOllt: 

the aecoad wave of attack OA the cltle■; 

whether the CiVN could kHp ap the 1ooct work; 

when we tlloapt the Khe Saah offeaalve would '-•Ila. 

l-detected aomew.laat le•• Z'11B1llq lD circle• &ad a clearer foculna 
OA what we face. 

W. W. Roatow 

· WWlloatow:rla 



Mr. Rostow 

)1 bk . _ February 1 Z, 1968 - G . '~ f ,,,,_, · 

INFORMATION 

Mr. Pre■ident: 

It's always nice to get a thank-you. 
Ave and Eppie do appreciate the albums 
you sent. 

Hal Saunders tells me. too. that 
Ave was obviously touched by your warm 
word• during your aood-bye cbat--and he 
isn't ea■il y moved. 

W. W. R. 
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EMBASSY OF' ISRAEL 

WASH I NOTON, 0 C . 
February 5,1968 

Dear Mr. Pre s ident, 

I am very grateful to 
you for your 1etter of January 
)1, 1968 and for the beautifu1 
a1bum of photographs. 

I am particu1ar1y touch ed 
by your kind and e racioua pers ona1 
note whi.ch I sha.11 alwa ys cherish. 

Vith my very best wishes, 

The Honor 

Sincere1y 

~<--­
b~_ori--

Lyndon B. Johns on, 
The White House , 
Vashi.ng ton, D.c. 

.. . 
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL 

WAS.W I NGTON, D . C . 

s~j;:•, rni,iJ~ 

pc JJ • .!'1 

Dear ~Ir. President, 

February 5 
1 9 6 8 

I am very gratefu1 td you for · your kind 
1etter of January 31, 1968, and for the beautiful 
albUI:1 of photographs of Prime Minister Eshkol's 
visit to the Ranch with you. 

I shall treasure this as a memory of your 
friendship for my country and of the great· privi­
lege which was accorded to me of representing my 
country in Washington durin3 part of the period 
of your Presidoncy. 

As I take leave of you I would like to use 
this opportun.ity, Mr. President, of expressing to 
you my deep appreciation of your personal kindness 
and my heartfel~ thanks for the understanding, 
concern and he1p which the prob1erns and needs of 
my country have always received from you. 

Please accept, ~Ir. President, the renewed 
assurances of my highest esteem and regard. 

The Honorable 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

Sincerely yours, 

/ --~_,-1?/e....)~. 
Avraham Haroan 

President of the United States, 
The White House, 
Wasb.i:ngton, D.c. 



Monday, February 12, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Relief Asai■tance to Viet-Nam 

The attached memorandum from Under Secretary Katzenback 
recommends our helping launch a campaign by Voluntary Agencies 

~ 
:i. f .;~ 

for relief in Viet-Nam. It proposes that Bill Gaud call a meeting in 
Washington this week with Voluntary A1encies. This would demonstrate 
our interest and attract public attention. 

As you know, the GVN has aaked some of ite Ambassadors to 
request help from other Government■• State and AID report that 
several Voluntary AJU:_ncies and other group■ want to provide commodi­
ties for the victims n'tfecent VC attack■. 

Saigon tells us they have enough food, medicine and other aupplies 
on hand. The major bottleneck is tranaportation. The Mission is warned 
about receiving large ■hipmenta of good■ that are not useable. If a drive 
is held in this country, our Mis ■ion recommends it be only for cash con­
tributions. The Voluntary Agend es could use the fund■ to buy what is 
needed and get it to Viet-Nam. 

Bill Gaud will provide guidelines reflecting the Mission's views 
at the proposed meeting. It seems timely that a campaign of this kind by 
private groups would stimulate a great deal of sympathetic interest 
among many Americans and increase their identification with our cause 
in Viet-Nam. 

I recommend that you approve the suggeated course of action. 

W. W. Rostow 
Att. 

Approve -------
Disapprove -----
Call me 



DEPARTMENT OF STA'TE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Special Campaign by Voluntary Agencie for 
Viet-Nam. 

Recommendation: 

That you approve Bill Gaud' convening of the Voluntary Agencies 
to kick of! a campaign to rai e cash donations for relief in Viet-Nam. 

Approv~ _____ Disapprove ____ _ 

Discus ion: 

The Government of Viet-Nam bas recently reque ted their. 
Ambassador to request the help of other governmen.ts in providing 
relief supplies. Similarly, several Voluntary Agencie and other 
groups have offered to provide com.moditie to the victims of the 
recent Vi t Cong attacks. For example, CARE ha ugge1ted a 
special national campaign. 

The Saigon Mission state that their stocks of foodstuffs and 
relief supplies ar adequate; th ir major problem i the internal 
di tribution of goods. The Mi sion is concerned that the Voluntary 
Agenci s will hip over goods they cannot us and thi will tie up 
scarce port capacity and warehou e space. For tbes rea ons the 
Mission does not favor nationwide drives by the Voluntary Agenci s 
at this time. If such drives ar held, the Mission r commends that 
only cash contribution b ace pted. Th Voluntary Agencies could 
then use the funds to buy needed commodities in countries n ar 
Viet-Nam and put the commodities to use promptly. 



- 2 -

A public appeal by the Voluntary Agencies would provide an 
opportunity for widespread popular contributions by the American 
people to help the Vietnamese stricken by recent Viet Cong attacks. 
Such participation would not only help the Vietnamese people, it 
should serve to increase popular identification with our cause in 
Viet-Nam. 

AID is prepared to work closely with the Voluntary Agencies and 
indicate help is n eded, but that only cash contributions from the 
American public are desired at this time. A meeting of the Voluntary 
Agencies could be called in Washington next week to provide general 
guidance. To demonstrate our interest and obtain public attention, 
I propose that J3ill Gaud convene the meeting. 

Und er Secretary 



IN.FO.ltMA TION 

--tOP SECRET 

Moaday, Febnary 12, 1968 
4:55 p.m. 

Mr. Pre■Weat: 

Jut to ••• lf l Jaaq Uaem rlalat. 
hen are tlae actloa Item.a for Cy la 
S."1 aad Sa11-. •• I cC11111Du.lcate4 
them to hcretarle• Ruk aacl McNamara 

W. W. Ro■tow 

TOP IECI\ET 

WWlto■tow:rlD 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

'«'bite Houle Guidelines, Feb. 24. 1913 s,Af--, NARA, Dacr o?-//Jfd 
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I TOP SE CftET - EYES Oi>TJ..Y 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

LDX r~ 
THE WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Secretary of State 
Secretary _of De!ense 

February lZ, 1968 

For whatever assistance they may be, here are the action items which the 
President indicated we should have Cy Vance ~ake up in Seoul, and in Saigon 
if he goes. 

1. In Seoul 

-- Underline urgency of military situation and U. S. decision to 
I 

deploy extra battalions; · 

-- In particular, request Korean permission for Westy to redeploy 
Korean forces if necessary; an~ indicate urgency of requirement _for 
extra Korean division in Viet Nam. 

z. In Saigon. 

-- Get full details on whether 65,000 target will be reached; when it 
will be reached; when 18- and 19-year-olds will be called up. 

-- Explore if civilian contractor force in Viet Nam cannot be used 
fully and intensively now, releasing military engineering units for 
highest priority engineering tasks, notably in I Corps; 

-- Discuss with Bunker and Westy whether advantages would outweigh 
disadvantages in setting up a new combined command structure, with 
Thieu as Commander in Chief, Westy as Deputy, ·Koreans and 
Australians to participate along with Vien; 

-- Discuss with Westy and Bunker whether strategic gui4a·nce to Westy, 
based on priority tasks in period of crisis, would b~ helpful, including 
willingness to take setbacks in certain secondary a_reas:; 

-- Have Vance review st.ate of BUTTERCUP. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, . Sec. 3.6 . 
NL,J Cflt, ~ ;;>.1>;;,,._ 

By ckA::' , NARA-Date '(-$; 1. 7 .. 
':PEP SECRE'f 

..J.:YES ONLY • 

Rostow 
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rNFORMAnON 

Monday, February 12. 1968 
1:50 p. in. 

Mr. Pre•idellt: 

Herewlth-vlew o! the 
aitua.tlon ln Saigon. · Not bad. 

W. W. Roatow 

SFSi'ile:P-----

SA ITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
~LJ "J ~ - 1 '1 'i 

B1, U,ft1,,' , NARA Date "i-1%£;'1B" 

WWRoatow:rln 

1.5{C) 
3A(b)(1) 

1.5(c) 
3A(b)(1) 



.:·:,::;":" .,..CITE 
. . . REPORT CLASS 

-- .-,. •COUNTRY 
: ·, .:" SUBJECT 

,· , .. 

. · ·. -

· • DOI 
. . ' 

.· \ 

·AcQ :. ·; . ·\ - v·IETNAM, SAIGo·N c 12 FEBRUARY -1'96!3). ~FIELD NO~ . :·-_ 
' -:· " ... . 

SOURCE . " ·: 

' SITUATION IN SAIGON: 
. A. THE WORST OF THE c·RISIS IS OVER'. ·. SA.IGON · . 

IS QUIET AND THE SITUATION IS UNDER CONTROL. CLEARING 
OPERATIONS WILL BE CONTINUED TO ELIMATE SINGLETON 
VIET CONG CVC) ACTION ELEMENTS REMAINING IN SAIGON., · __ : · . 
AND TO DISPERSE VC TACTICAL UNITS INVOLVED IN HARASSMENT 
IN SAIGON-GIA DINH PRECINCTS 5, 6, 7, AND 8. 
THE POPULATION IS COOPERATING WELL WITH TP£. AUTHORITIES 
BY DENOUNCING VC SUSPECTS AND ACTIVITIES. THE CURFEW 

. 1.S{e) 
3.4(b)(1 \ 

1.S{e) 
. 3:4(b)(1 ) 

WILL CONTINUE THROUGH THE WEEK OF 12 
FEBRUARY IN ORDER TO FACILITATE CLEARING 

SANITIZED 
AND MOPPING UP OPERATIONS. AFTER THE CURRENT 
SITUATION IS OVER, THE VC WILL PROBABLY REVERT TO 
POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS IN THE 
SAIGON METROPOLITAN AREA. 

· E.O. -12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'Jl,-~()O 

By . ~ , NARA Date 1-10-78 

B. OVER 200 POLICEMEN HAVE.BEEN KILLED IN ,. 
THE CURRENT FIGHTING. THERE HAS BEEN NO EVIDENCE THAT ·. 
ANY OF THE POLICE DESERTED TO THE ENEMY DURING THE 

_ CR ISIS. 

3. FIELD 
C:EJC?AC AP.PAC 
qEPO rt T CLA SS--S=§iilil!~■ 
~ 

MACV 7TH AIR FORCE 

1.S(c) 
3.4(b)(1 ) 

1.S{e) 
3.4(b)(1} 

1.S{c) 
3.4(b)(1) 



INFOllMATION 

M ... ay, l"el»nary 11, 1968 
4:50 p.m. 

Mr. Pre• ldeat: 

Tbla l• aa extremely well b&laaced 
CIA ••••••meat &em Sal1oa of wbat the 
Commaal•t• laave 1~ ud lo•tJ ud 
what our pl'01llem• are. We are uall.kely 
to .laave aaytMas better rlpt away. 

W. W. R.oetow 

Viet.um Statloa llepert No. 7 /68 
(28 Jrmry-10 Feb 1968) 

IFCHT 

DECLASSIFIED . 
· Authority RAC D e:; 7 ~ f h 'f ~ 

- NARA Date 'I•./ ·-By ~ , 

WWRoatow:rln 



DECLASSIFIEJ) · 
E.O. 12958, Sec. · 3.6 
NLl Cf t. ·>-0 0 . 
· NARA Date -1 - 10·"~ BY. LA::':!'.' ' . 

, VIETNAM STATION REPORT NO. 7/68 (28 JANUARY - 10 FEBRUARY 1968) 

TH£ TET OFFENSIVE -- A PLUS OR A MINUS? 

I 
I .. 

i 

. j 
' ' 

I 

' ·,i 

THE Y£AR or THE MONK£Y HAO AN INAUSPICIOUS BEGINNING FOR THE 

?EOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM AS TH~ VC/NVA FORCES VIOLATiD THE SACRED 

TET HOLIDAYS ANO LAUNCHiO VIRTUALLY SIMULTANEOUS ATTACKS AGAINST 

36 PROVINCE CAPITALS, FIVE OF THE SIX AUTONOMOUS CITIES, ANO 

NUMBEROU~ OTHER POPULATION CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. THEIR 

OBJECTIVES HAVE BEEN CL~ARLY SPELL~D OUT IN CAPTUREo· oocuM£NTS --

TO DESTROY OR SUBVERT TH£ GVN/ALLIEO FORCES, ELIMINATE THE GVN 

GOVERNM~NTAL STRUCTURE, CREAti A GENERAL UPRISING AMONG THE PEO?L£, 

AND ESTABLISH A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT DOMINATED BY THE NATIONAL 

LioERATION FRONT. IN WHAT APPEARS TO BE AN ALMOST INCREDIBLE 

MISCALCULATION OF THEIR OWN MIL'ITARY CAPABILITIES ANO THE DEGRE£ 

OF SUPPORT THEY COULD COMMAND FROM THi Pi.O?LE, THE COMMUNISTS · 

FAILED TO ACHIEV~ THESE STATED O J,CTIVES. IT HAS COST TKEM 

' -:T' ~ ' -·~-;-- - · ·- ~ . 
... .. . ( 

. ' I 

.• . 
,• ' 

. . 
. . . ... --~ ... --. _ _..__. -,- _____ _. -- r...,..·-r - -

, . 
,, ., , . 

-J'T-·- :- - ~. .... 
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PAG£ 2 SAIGON 8420 I I C ii L I 

DEARLY IN MANPOWER -- IN 12 DAYS SOME Jl,000 KILLED, 5,703 D£TAIN£0, 

PROBABLY ANOTHER 10,000 DEAD FROM WOUNDS, AN UNKNOWN NUMBER DEAD 

FRON AIR AND ARTILLERY STRIKES -- A TOTAL PROBABLY AMOUNTING TO 

MOR£ THAN HALF or TH£ FORCES USED IN THIS ATTACK. NEVERTHELESS, 

THE ENEMY'S WELL-PLANNiD, COORDINATED SERILS or ATTACKS WAS AN 

IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY OF STRENGTH WHfCH HAS GIVEN HIM A MAJOR 

PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY ABROAD, DEALT A SERIOUS BLOW TO THE 

PACIFICATION PROGRAM, AND CREATiO P~OoL~MS THAT WILL TAX THE 

ENERGIES AND RESOURCES or TH£ GOVERNM~NT FOR MANY MONTHS TO COME • 

THE ENDIY'S MILITARY STRAT,GY CONSIST~D or A TWO-PHASE 

OFFENSIVE. WHER£VER POSSIBLE, TH£ FIRST PHASE ASSAULTS Vi.RE 

CONDUCT£u BY VC LOIAL FORCES. PSYCHOLOGICALLY, THIS WAS MOR£ 

APPROPRIATE THAN USING NVA UNITS, GIVEN TH£ ENEMY'S OBJECTIVE 

or WINNING THE SUPPORT OF THE PEOPLE. NVA FORCES VERE USED IN I 

ANO II CORPS WHERE VC FORCES WERE INADEQUATE, BUT THROUGHOUT THE 

COUNTRY MOST VC/NVA MAIN FORCES WERE WITHHELD FOR THE SECOND PHASE 

WHEN THEY WOULD MOVE IN .TO CAPITALIZE ON THE EXPECTED CHAOS AND 

GENERAL UPRISING. 

THE PASSIVE REACTION or TH, POPULATION, THE FIERCENSS or 

FREE WORLD AND ARYN COUNT£ROFPEN~ VES AFT£~ THE INITIAL SURPRISE 

- - - . . - . - . -·· - . - . . 
- • ..-.-~- • .. -~ _.......,_--. · ·,, .-t -~ 7- _ • ...._ -r 
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\ 
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·AD CONFUSION, AND THE EFFECTIViNi~~ OF MASSIVE AIR AND ARTILLERY 

FIRE OBVIOU~LY FORCED CANCELLATIO OF THi. CO ~ITME,T OF VC/ VA 

MAI FORCi.S. IT IS ESTIMATLO THAT SLIGHTLY LESS THAN HALF OF THE 

i: EMY' . MAI FORC~ MANi.UV R UNITS OUTSIOt; OF THOSi. I THi. DMZ, 

BUT ELL OVER HALF OF HIS LOCAL fOHC~ U IT~, PARTICIPATED IN Tft 
ATTACK • THU , H STU:.L HAS ~Uo~T IAL ~ COt1~1TTED FORCE.S 

AVAILABLE FOR A NEW "SECOND PHA.3 ," fTACK. 

IN PlTi: OF lHl EN£~Y'S HLAVY LO ~E ·, Hi. APPARENTLY STILL 

PLA SA RESUMPTIO OF THE OFFE SIV, ON A LARGE SCALE IN TH EAR 

FUTURE. THE FAILURL OF COMMITTLD FORCES TO ITHDRAW COMPLETELY 

·TO SAFEHAVENS AND CURRENT DISPOSITIO OF PREVIOUSLY UNCOMMITTED 

U1 ITS LENO CR~OENC TO PRISON~RS' ~TAti.Mi. T~ THAT TH£ SECO D 

PHASE OFFENSIVE ILL OON BE INITIATED. ALTHOUGH THE VC/1VA 

MAI, FORCES OULD SUPPOREOLY BE Bi.TTi.R EQUIPPED, TRAI £0, ANO 

OISCIPLI ED THA THE PRIMARILY LO -LiV£L TROOPS CCA NON FODDER> 

HICH LAUNCHED THE FIRST OFFENSIVE, TH£ LNEMY HAS LOST THE ELEM,,T 

OF SURPRISE, DOES NOT HAVE THE COVER OF A TET TRUCE, AND HAS ALREADY 

EX?E1 OLD A GREAT DEAL I THL WAY OF MEN ANO MATERIEL. THE CO SE UENCE 

a, A ~ECONO "ALL-OUT" SERiiS OF ATTACKS WOULD PROaABLY aE AS 

DISA TROUS MILITARILY AS THE FIRST PHASE. IF, INDEED, THE ENEMY 

1111111! .. .. ,-- ··--
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IS PREPARING FOR LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS AT KHE SANH, QUANG TRI, HUE, 

DANANG, OAK TO, PHU MY, TUY HOA, ~AIGON, CAN THO, AND MY THBIV 

THEN HE MUST STRIK~ QUICKLY. THOUGH STRlT&HEO THIN, ALLIED FORCES 

HAVE CONSOLIDATED TH£IR GAINS, REGROUPED, ANO INITIATED OFF£N5IV£ 

OPERATIONS AGAINST THE ENiMY'S MASSED MAIN FORCES WITH NOTAoLE 

SUCCESS. AS TIME PASSED, HIS POSITION IS BECOMING MORE TENUOUS 

AND THERE WILL BE LESS AND LESS OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE HIS 

IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES. 

ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY ·HAS BEEN SERIOUSLY WEAKENED, HE IS NOT 

ON THE VERGE OF DESPERATION. HE HAS OVER HALF OF HIS MAIN FORCES 

BASICALLY INTACT WITH MORE MEN A'D iATiRIEL ,NROUTE OR AVAILA3L£ 

FROM NV,. HE HAS TAKEN SUBSTANTIAL LO~SES IN THE PAST AO SHOWN 

AN AMAZING DEGREE OF RESILiiNCY. ON TH, OTHER HANO, HIS LOGISTICS 

AND RECRUITMENT PROBLEMS ~ILL aE GRiATLY INCREASED WITH SUCH 

HEAVY LOSSES FROM TH£ LOCi\L ANO GUERILLA FORCES WHO PROVIDE 

MANPO ER FOR SUPPORT ANO COMBAT. 

AS AN ALTiRNATIVE TO A SiCONO ASSAULT AGAINST THE CITIES, 

THE ENEMY COULD ~LiCT TO CUT HIS LOSSES. ay RiVERTiNG TO MOR, 

TRADITIONAL HARASSING 

ATTACKS WHILE ATTEMPTING' TO IM~ROVE HIS 

POSITION IN THi COUNTRYSID£. TH~ RECENT WELL-COORDINATED ATTACKS 

... . . . . ·-· 
~iCPFI 

..... _ .... -p .. 
: .. ·~ -~-.,, 
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CNER WIDESPREAD AfLAS PROVED THi ~. ,MY'S CAPABILITY TO UTILIZE THIS 

TACTIC. SUCH ATTACKS ONA SMALLLR 5CAL£ WOULD STIL GAIN HEADLINES 

ANO HAVE CONSIDERABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL APPEAL AND YALU£ TO THE EN£MY 

AS THEY R~AISE QUESTION$ IN SVN ANO THE WORLD AS TO TH£ AaILITY 

Of THE ALLIES TO PROVIDE SiCURITY TO THE PEOPLE. HOWEVER, AFTER 

SUCH EXTENSIVE INDOCTRINATION ON TH£ INEVITABILITY OF IMMINENT 

VICTORY, A REVERSION TO £SSE.NT I I.LY GUERILL A WARFARE WOULD 

PROBABLY CAUSE SEVERE PROBLEM~ Of MORAL£ Al10NG THE CADRES AND A 

LOSS OF IMPETUS FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY £FFORT. 

IT IS NOT YET POSSIBLE TO MAKE A FI RM ASSESSMENT OF THE DAMAGE 

WHICH HAS BEEN CAUSED TO TH£ PACIFICATION PROGRA", BUT IT PROBAdLY 

HAS aEEN EXTENSIVE. THE PACIFIED ARE.AS DID NOT AT LEAST INITIALLY 

APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN A PRIORITY TAR' ET, PROaAaLY BECAUSE MOST OF 

THE VC GU~RILLAS WERE DRAWN INTO LOCAL FORCE UNITS FOR TH£ CITY 

BATTLES OR WERE ENGAGED IN INTi ROICTING LOC'S. HOWEVER, GVN FORCES 

PROV ID ING SECURITY FOR TH£ PACI ." ~D ARiA "· 1D THE RD. Ti:AMS WERE 

IN MANY CASES WITHDRAWN TO ASSliT , THi u~F ENS£ OF URBAN AREAS, 

LEAVING TH£ VC FREE TO PEN~TRATi Ph~~IOUS~Y SECURED HAMLETS AND 

CONDUCT PROPAGANDA, RECRUIT, AC~UIP.L FOOD, iLIMINATE TM£ GVN 

AD~INISTRATION, AND OCCASIONALLY TlRRORIZE THi POPULATION. ' THE 

S ■ Cit&IP 

' I 

• 
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! 
l IMPACT OJi THE VC PRESENCE WAS ESPECIALLY SEVERE IN THE LARGER 

! HAMLETS WHICH GENERALLY ARE LOCATED CLOS£ TO THE POPlLAT ION 
I 

· I 

I 
-1 
I 
I 

11 :. l ,, 
J 

I l 
l l 
i 
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j. 
1. 
l 
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CENTERS AND WERE ON THE VC ROUTE or ENTRY. THIS ACTIVITY WAS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR PART OF THE LARGE nEFUGEE n.•J INTO THE CITIES• 

WITH MANY or THE CITIES IN S~r,. iicLES Au REQUIRING PRIORITY 

RECO STRUCTION AND REHABILITATIO" EFFORTS, THE DEVELOPMENT 

ASPECTS Of THE PROGRAM ALMOST INEVITABLY WILL SUFFER • IN ANY 

EVENT, IT WILL BE MANY MONTHS BEFOF. E THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE 
0 

IN THE PREVI9USl.Y SEC~ED HAMLETS - AN BE RESTORED, ~E OF WHOM 

FELT THE VC PREStiCE FOR THE fIR5r t 11',E • ONE POSSIBLY HOPEFUL 

SIGN IS THAT MANY or THE vc EXPRE:i~zo S~PRISE AT THE RELATIVE 

PROSPERITY OF TH£ PEOPLE IN THE GVN t:, tA S 9 CONi RARY TO WHAT THEY 
; !' 
.1; HAD BEE LED TO BELIEVE. THIS, TOGE'i' Hfl UlTH1 i ti; MIL IT ARY DEFEAT 

AND HEAVY LOSSES, SHOULD CONTRl UTE lC SOMt ,:t l "; URE DEFECTIONS. 
,: ~ 

;·1 THERE HAS NATURALLY BEEN A MIXER ~EAC ! OJ FROM THE PEOPLE TO 

i· ~ TH£ COMMUNIST ONSLAUGHT •• INITIALLY , IT ~ S ONE or SHOCK AT THE 
I 

' t 
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SI'RENGTH OF' THE ATTACK, ANO ANGER AT ITS PERFIDY• llO\o/E:VER, EVEi-; 

?-HOSE SKEPTICS WHO WOULD NOT PREVIOUSLY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE LARGE 

ELECTORAL Tl.fiNOUTS, THE INABILITY or THE vc TO GET A RESPONSE TO 

CALLS FOR A GENERAL STRIKE, AND Tl£ ALMOST TOTALLY CONSCRIPT 

NAT LRE or THE vc FORCES WERE PR oar THAT THE vc LACKED POPULAR 

SUPPORT, CAN HARDLY DENY IT NOW. DES?-ITE THE CREATION OF A 

REVOLUTIONARY AD MIN I ST RAT ION, SUPPOSEDLY UNT AI NT ED BY ASSOCIATION 

WllH THE NLF, NO SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT or Tl£ POPULATION OR or THE 

AR"1ED FORCES DEFECTED. THE REFUSAL OF THE PEOPLE TO RESPOND TO 

THE VC CALL FOR AN UPRISING, AND IN FACT OFTEN TO RENDER ASSISTANCE 

TO TEE . GOVERNMENT FORCES, WAS THE KEY TO THE FAILURE or TH£ vc 

A.AN, ANO IS ONE or MOST ENCOURAGING ASPECTS OF THE WHOLE 

AFFAIR • 

THERE ARE NEGATIVE FACT ORS, 0 F COURSE - - THE PEOPLE NOW HAVE 

A GREATER RESPECT FOR THE CAPABIL.LT L:.3 OF THE VC, AND THIS WILL 

PROBABLY RESlLT IN SOI E CASES IN A ,•)ORE CAIJT IOUS ATTITUDE TOWARD 

OPEN UPPOR! FOR THE GOVERNliENT. THERE IS CfiITICISM OVER THE 

GOVERNr1ENT ·s 1.-ACK OF PRE;PAREONESS, CHARGES or EXCESSIVE PROPERTY 

DA,1AGE ANO . CIVILIAN G~SUALT.IES, ANO LOOT ING BY THE COUNTERREACTION 

FORCES ', ANO A· PE.RSISTENT BELIEF THAT SOMEHOW . THE U.S. WAS IN 

.. . 

' I 
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COl.1.USION WITH TIE VC • HOWEVER, THE POPULATION IS UNIV!RSAU.Y 

ANGRY AT THE VC FOR VIOLATING BOT!l A SACRED HOLIDAY AND THEIR OWN 

TRUCE, AND THE BLAME FOR ALL or THE ILLS Is GENER ALL y PLACED ON 

THE VC. THERE WAS LEFT NO DOUBT IN THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE A3 

TO THE SUPERIORITY OF THE GOVERNMENT FORCES AND AS TO WHO WON 

THIS ENGAGEMENT. 01~ BALANCE, WE FEEL THAT IN THE CONTEST FOR THE 

~ARTS AND MINOS OF THE PEOPLE , THE VC HAVE SO FAR SUFFERED A 

SEVERE LOSS. IN COMMON DANGER, Tiif.RE WAS A TENDENCY TO UNITE BEHING 

THE GOVERNi'1ENT. WITH A RESIDUE or ILL WILL Tl'.'wARD THE vc WHICH 

WILL NOT BE EASILY ERASED, THE TA SK OF ~l,T ON -BUI.LDING, AT LEAST 

IN THOSE AREAS ST ILL UNDER G.OVERNMENT cornROl ' SKOULD BECO~E A 

·LITTLE EASIER. MUCK WILL DEPENQ, HOWEVER, ON THE SK-ILL AND 

ALACRITY WITH WHICH THE GOVERNMENT ~A~OL·ES THE SEVERE SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IT FACES. 

T lE DAYS AHEAD CONST IT UIE A EEVERE· TE'ST FOR THE GVN , THERE 

IS NO QUEST ION BUT THAT THE GOVERNME~T SUF,E:RC:O A SERIOUS LOSS 

1 or PRESTIGE BY ITS INABILITY TO DEFEN.D ITS CITIES. NOTW·ITHSTANDING, 

THERE HAS SEEN AT LEAST A TEMPOfi t·R Y -ENI>E 'G Y ON THE PART OF 

NAT IONALlST ELEMENTS TO SEt ASIDE r tE IR PAROCHIAL INTERESTS AND 

RALLY BEHIND T t£ l.EADEPSHIP .• THIS IS SY, NO MEANS UNIVERSAL • • 

&tftllfs, -

,, . ' J ..... 

... 

~ 

. • - • • . -~-•;;;'l. ' 



PAGE 9 SAIGON 8420 G 5 ii L I a 

THE MILITANT &UDDHISTS, THE DAI VIETS, AND SOME OTHERS ST ILL HAVE 

REF USED Ell HER PUBLICLY TO CONDEl°''iN THE VC OR TO SUPPORT THE GOVERN -

NENT ACTIVELY • ALTHOUGH IT . WAS- Mi Ai'rjE:R ICAn IDEA, CLEARLY THE 

Mosr EFFECTIVE ACTION BY THE G0 1!f .. RN 1•iE:NT S,) f:\R WAS THE CREATIOttOF 

THE JOINT VIETNAMESE /AMERICAN Tl\SK FORCE illl:)~R VICE PRESIDENT KY 

TO HANDLE THE IMMEDlATE PROBLENS OF REHABILITATION• WHATEVER 

CLOSING OF RANKS BEHIND THE GOVERNMENT THAT HAS ACCRUED CAN BE 

CREDITED LARGELY TO KY, . WHO HAS EMERGED AS 1 HE "MAN OF THE HO'lJR • " 

DESPITE AGGRAVATlNG A.ND B.UREAUCF:f.T JC _P~OELEMS·, SOME' FORWARD 

MOVEMENT HAS BEEN MADE IN REESTt,5LISHING E!'iSENT-IAL FACILITIES AND 

SERVICES. KY MAY WELL HAVE SAVED THE GVN Fnor1 PROJECTING · ITS 

USUAL IMAGE OF INA CT IV IT Y. 

WE ARE NOT SANGUINE ABOUT F'IJrUnE POLI1.ICAL PROBLEMS. THE 

SCHISMS WHICH DIVIDE THIS SOCIETY ARE DEEPLY ROOTED, AND WILL 

INEVITABLY ARISE AGAIN A.S THE FIRST FLUiH OF UNITY BEGINS to· FADE. -
D~ANDS WILL BE MADE FOR THE RENOVAL OF OFFICIALS, BOTH NATIONAL 

.. 
1 

AND LOCAL, WHO PROV_ED UNEQUAL TO THE TASK IN A CRISIS, AND THIS 

WILL BE CERTAI~ .TO .RESTORE THE ENDEMIC FACTIONAL INFI°GHTING. 

THE MILITARY~~ SOME. OF THE CATHOLICS, AND THOSE FAVORING A ROUGH, 
. . . ·. . . . -

DIRECTED SYSTEM' WILL FAULT THE Gf•VErtNMENT ·ro~OT BEING TOOOH 

·•1·~:ri:-i 
: .. . -.. ...... -... . .. ..... . 
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ENOUGH, WHILE OTHERS WILL BE CONCERNED OVER EVEN THE TEMPORARY 

SACRIFICE OF DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES AND THE CONTINUED PREEMINENT 

ROLE OF THE MILITARY. THE CRISIS HAS IGNITED A SPARK OF UNITY, 

BUT TO SUSTAIN IT WILL REQUIRE A SUCCESSFUL RELIEF AND RECOVERY 

OPERATION' AND A SUBL IMINAT ION OF' PER SON AL Arm PARTISAN POL IT ICAL 

INTERESTS WHICH THIS SOCIETY HAS NEVER BEFORE DEMONSTRATED. 

THE CONMUNISTS CAN BE CREDITED WITH HAVING MAINTAINED EXCELLENT 

SECURITY FOR SUCH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, BUT THEY ARE GUILTY OF A 

MASSIVE INTELLIGENCE FAILURE. DOCUMENTS CAPTURED OVER THE PAST 

FOUR MONTHS ANO INTERROGATIONS OF THE PRISONERS INVOLVED IN THE 

RECENT ATTACKS IND IC ATE QUITE CLEARLY THAT THE VC .DID INTEND T 0 

TAKE AND HOLD THE CITIES, DID EXPECT A GENERAL UPRISING, AND DID 

PLAN TO INSTALL A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, AS EVIDENCED BY THE . 

PRESENCE OF A STANDBY VC ADMINISTRATIVE STRUC,'TURE IN THE MAJOR 

CITIES. IT MAY SEEM INCREDIBLE THAT VC EXPECT AT IONS SHOULD HAVE 

BEEN SO DIVORCED FROM REALITY, Bl.IT THERE ARE ·r HREE FACTORS WHICH 

PROBABLY EXPLAIN THIS ·. FIRST, THE COMMUNISTS ARE AND .ALWAYS HAVE 

r' ,, a E C 8 5 I 
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PAGE 11 SAIGON 8420 it I I it L I -BEEN VITIMS OF THEIR DbCTRINE, ANC I~ THE P~ESENT CASE THE 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. WERE: "THE LONGER ~E FIGHT, THE STRONGER WE 

BECOME;" AND, "THE MORE VICIOUSLY THE ENEMY .FIGHTS, THE 

CLOSER HE IS TO COLLAPSE;" AND, "THE PEOPLE SUPPORT US AND WHEN. 

THE URBAN PEOPLE HAVE THE CHANCE TO RISE UP, OUR VICTORY WILL BE 

ASSURED." SECOND, THE LEADERS HAVE B~EN CONSISTENTLY AND GREATLY 

MISINFORMED BY LOWER CADRES. GIVEN THE DOCTRINAL BIAS ALLUDED TO 
ABOVE AND THE ORIENTAL PENCHANT FOR ·TELLJNG PEOPLE "HAT THEY W.AN.T 
TO. HEAR, · THE REPORTS -GOI•G UPWARD HA~E BEEN SO MISINTERPRETED THE ·FACTS 

THAT THE LEADERS COULD NOT BASE THEIR DECIGlONS ON REALITY. THIRD, . 

THE NEED FOR A SIGNIFICANT VICtORY AFTER T~O YEARS or. DROUGHT PlAY 

HAVE INTRODUCED· A LACK OF PRUDENCE. BY ANY RATIONAL STANDA, 

NORTH VIETNAM HAS ·stEN LOS-ING TOO MUCH IN ORDE:R TO GAIN TOO LITT-LE •. 

FOR TOO LONG, VC STRNGTH AND SUP.PORT HAS· BEEN DWINDLING. THE 

ENTIRE NATURE OF THE WAR, THE ENTl~E ENVIRC~MENT Of THE STRUGGLE, 

CHANGED WITH THE MASSIVE U.S. INVOLVEMENT. THE TET ASSAULT MUST 

.. 
;,~· 

' ' 

. ' 
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HAVE BEEN PART OF AN EXPECTED VC PLAN TO INFLICT HEAVY PHYSICAL 

AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE IN HOPE OF GAINING, IF NOT ALL THEIR 

OBJECTIVES, SOMETHING WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS A VICTORY. 

WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE THAT WE HAVE PROBABLY SEEN ONLY THE­

FIRST OF A TWO-ACT DRAMA. IF THE SECOND ACT REPEATS THE 

SCENARIO, WE WILL SERIOUSLY QUESTION THE ABILITY OF HANOI TO 

CONTINUE TO CARRY ON THIS KIND OF CONVENTIONAL WARFARE FOR A PRO­

TRACTED PERIOD. WHATEVER ELSE MAY FOLLOW, THE TET OFFENSIVE IN 

SOUTH VIETNAM, CONTRARY TO MUCH FOREIGN OPINION, IS NOT POPULARLY 

REGARDED HERE EITHER AS A VC VICTORY OR EVEN AS AN INDICATION 

OF THEIR EVENTUAL SUCCESS. THERE IS A SOBERING THOUGHT FOR THE 

FUTURE, HOWEVER . -- IF IT WERE NOT FOR· THE PRESENCE OF U.S. FORCES, 
I 

J'HE vc FL~G . WOULD -BE FL YING ov~~MUCH OF SOUTH VIETNAM TODAY • 

.... - liCRET4 



ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
4-.IS:pm 

Moncray, February 12, 1968 

SUBJECT: Condolence Mes1&ge to Eahkol on Submarine Loss 

As you know from the pres1, no one has ever been able to 
locate the Israeli 1ubmarine which di ■appeared in the Mediterranean 
two week• ago. In a ■mall country like larael, the lo■ e of more than 
eixty men hit& especially hard. State recommend• you ■end the 
following to Prim• Minhter Eahkol: 

"1 have been deeply saddened over the pre■umed 

losa of the crew of the ■ubmarine DAKAR. The 
sympathy of my country goes out to the people of 
Israel in this tragedy. 11 

Foreign Minister Eban wrote Secretary Rusk thanking u1 for 
our help in the search, and the Secretary will reply. 

W. W. Rostow 

Approved -----
Disapproved ____ _ 



Sli0HT -

AGENDA 

1. a.a. Weatmonlalld•• Jlepat for Troop• (Sect. McNamara ud a.a. Wlaeeler) 

Note: 0.L Taylor•• aaalyala of Weaty'• cable wll1 be a•allable to yo. 
before tbe meeUq. 

2. Iastnctlcaa for Mr. Vaace la-Sal1oa (S.cta. lluak aad McNamara) 

Note: Include luteactioa Oil BUTTERCUP, alti.o.p late■t cable■ iadlcate 
tld• la la qcta pod allape. 

J. A Speech (Tlae Preddallt) 

Note: As instructed, I have spoken to Sect. Rusk and Mr. Clifford. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129, 8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ Ci lo - :;__o 0 

By C-& , NARA Date 11 -!r°l1 

W. W. Ro■tew 

SIJ8HT 



Mil. PllESIDENT: 

Mowlay, Feb. 12. 1968 
l:10 p. m. 

Herewith Cieunl Tayler•• eommeld wblch 
yea waatad 'before the l :30 meetlac. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

AttacJ:uneat 



INFORMATION 

MOMay, J'el>nary 12, 1968 
1:00 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith falrly clear laformatlon 
that th• reacl from Dena111 to Hae le 
open. 

w. w. Ro•tow 

·szcn1.· 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECLA531H f.D 
L. 0. 12;~ Ser. 3.4(b) 

V.'hite n0\J9C Guidd!Ix:5, Feb. 4.. 98.~ 
Hv-Af- , N RI\ , Dare . :J~l(2'1;l.. 



S"ECR!!T 

THE NA• .~NAL MILITARY COM MANO CEt ~R 
WASMlNOTOt,1, 0,C, &OSOi 

12 February 1968 
110S nST 

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: I Corps Road Status 

The following information is provided in response 
to Mr. McCafferty•s questions: 

a. The Hai Y.an (Ai Van) Pass is open. 
reported blown at 080800 EST has been repaired. 
activity reported near tho pass. 

The bridge 
No enemy · 

b. Highway l from Da Nang to Dong. Ha is opert. 
except at a point just north of the Ai Van Pass. There, a 
large culvert was reported destroyed at 112000 EST (120900 SVN). 
The estimated time for completion of repail?S is ul\known. 
ffowcvor, MACV advises that it is a relatively small engineering 
task, 

Distribution 
Sec Def 
Dep Sec I)ef 
CJCS 
DJS 
VDJS 
J-4 
J-30 
J·3l 
J-32 
J-33 
CT Poree 
NCCP 
AWR 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC Div 
PAC Desk 

~ 

tJ. R. ~Q,o...,_~ .. ... 
W. R, MCCLENDON 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Doputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

.... 
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