


























IN ORMATION

BT

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
10:085 p. m.

—-r. President:

Here is the exact message ar I
it to Cy and he will receive it.

The Situatio oom will forward
=s8 response when it 1| ‘recelved,

I will be informed at home.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln



jo @

7 —
e 7 T P W e S T Y
-VIA CAS CHANNELS ' A February 13, 1968

FOR MR, CYRUS VANCE, SEOUL, FROM WALT ROSTOW a/f//‘/

This is a back up message in case our telephoné circuit éoes‘ not.
work.

1. President wishes me to make a final check on your judgment
concerning a stop in Salgon before you returﬁ to Washington.

2. The purpose of the trip would be:

-- To apsess the military and political situation and report to
the President; |

-- To underline for Thicu the urgent need for vigorcus action _
on certain fundamental probleras;

-~ To join with colleagues ln Washington In assessing the need
for a call up ¢of reserves in the ;arake of the dispatch to Westmoreland of
6 battaliona,  On this matter the clock ls ticking, Congress will be back
next Tuesday.

3. Although the President would value greatly your judgment on the
Vietnamese situation, he doees not wisa to enda.ngér or diminlsh the results
of your effor§ in Seocul.- On Balance, Séc. Busk belleveﬁ it vawise for you
to go to Salgon., Secretary McNa.x_nﬁra. on balance, aupports the trip to
Saigon. The Presideﬁt ls not asking you to go. He does not wish to
overrule your judgtﬁeni on the spot or Sec. Rusk's judgment here. Ie
wishes, however, your assessment as of this moment before making 2
final decision. Would yeur golng on to Saiéon significantly endanger or
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diminish the value of what you have been able to ackleve in Seoul or
might be able to achleve there?

4. Seen from this distance, It seems possible that President Park
migiit wish you to visit Vietnam: In the end, his stake there ls at least
as great as ours, |

5. But what we waat s your completely candid and unencumbered

net judgment as of thls time.

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION

Twesday, February 13, 1968
8:30 p.m.

Mr. President:
Denis Warner is as good and
dispassiosats a reporter on Vietnam

as there is.

This essay on Khe Sanh and Dien
Blen Phu will interest you.

W. W, Rostow

February 22, 1968
THE REPORTER
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Khe Sanh and Dien

O MOST WESTERNERS, Dien Bien

Phu was simply a battle that lost
the Indochina War for the French.
To General Vo Nguyen Giap, who
won that battle and has now
launched his divisions against the
allied forces on an all-embhracing
front ranging from the swamps of
the Camau Peninsula to the green
mist-covered mountains of Khe Sanh
and including every city and town
of note in the land, it has a much
more complex meaning.

As major battles of history go,
Dien Bien Phu was no great shakes,
It was no Mukden or Passchendaele
or Stalingrad. The French toll was
16,200 troops killed or captured, a
cruel blow by any standards but
far short of total military disaster.
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DENIS WARNER

As a battle fought for political gain,
however, it succeeded beyond mea-

sure for Giap. Diplomats gathered in.

Switzerland for the first session of
the Indochina phase of the Geneva
Conlference opened their newspapers
at their breakfast tables to read that
Dien Bien Phu had fallen. The
French had lost a major negotiating
asset.

As a backdrop to the Geneva de-
liberatious, the long, tragic lines of
French Union prisoners began their
forced march across the mountains
to the coast. Wounded and weary
men dropped in hundreds along the
jungle tracks and thousands more
were taken by sickness and disease.
French planes caught occasional
glimpses of the limping columns

v

and of new heavy batteries of anti-
aircraft guns and artillery rolling
down the Tonkin roads from China,
whose principal target was the con-
ference table in Geneva rather'than
the high-flying fighter planes and
bombers, “Every Communist .must
grasp the truth: political power grows
out of the barrel of a gun,” Mao
Tse-tung had dictated. Political
shells from Giap’s new guns burst
among the faltering statesmen of the’
West and shot them down.

Giap has neither forgotten the
lesson nor for a moment abandoned
his hopes of another, if different,
Dien Bien Phu. He believes that in
a small colonial or semi-colonial
country such as Vietnam, a war of
national liberation should not be
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fought to the bitter end in the field
but only to the point where the
“enemy can be brought to the con-
ference table and there decisively
defecated. Politics. in effect, is the
logical extension of wur. To win a
great political victory, however,
there must first be a big military
success, and of this there has never
heen a better example anvwhere
than Dien Bien Phu.

Repetition and Surprise
All recent talk from Haunoi and the
Nautional Liberation Front of fight-

ing while negotiating, of a coalition

government, and such developments -

as the united-front policy that was
announced by the ~xir Jast August
have their origins in the Dien Bien
Phu concept. What we arc sceing
now in Vietnam is history being re-
cnacted by one of the principals,
To carry the general offensive from
the jungles and paddy fields into
the heart of every city and town
while enveloping the U.S. Marines
at Khe Sanh is a tactic that diflers
only in detail from the one Giap
employed in the general offensive
against the French.

This is not to suggest that it has
heen without surprisc. Giap’s mili-
tary accomplishments, and they are
many, have of necessity depended
significantly on his use of surprise.
Against the French he had neither
utnks nor planes. He acquired renl
artillery support onlv for the ter-
minal battle at Dicn Bien Phu. Cir-
cumstances forced him to fight the
overt with the covert.

As Giap interpreted French plans
in 1953, General Henri Navarre,
the French commander-in-chief, in-
tended to concentrate his forces in
the Red River Delea of Tonkin dur-
ing the fall and winter of 1953 with
the object of destroying the Viet-
minb’s guerrilla bases and of cou-
pling this activity with a major at-
tack in less firmly held Vietminh
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zones in the south. Thereafter, if
this proved successful, h,c_intcnded
to move his main forces back to the
north for a set-piece showdown with
the Vietminh battle corps. This was
a somewhat more ambitious inter-
pretation of Navarre’s hopes than
the general would have been tempt-
ed to venture himself. but it was
basically accurate. In broad outline,
the Navarre plan did not differ very

substantially from General William'

C. Westmorcland’s “campaign to
search out and destroy the nain-force
Vietcong and North Vietnamese
units, while Revolutionary Develop-
ment teams under the protection of
South Vietnamese government forces
went about the task of pacification,

B\' THE suMmMmER of 1955, General
Navarre had eighty-four mobile
battalions under his command, more
than half of which were concentra-
ted in the Red River Delta, where
a pacification offensive was in [ull
swing. By the fall he had taken the
initiative, seizing Dien Bien Phu, the

cateway to Laos, and staging a dra- -

matic paratroop action against the

Victminh's main China supply buse |

at Langson,
It Giap had heen a morc con-

ventional soldier, he would have
been primarily concerned to counter
the French moves. But he was highly
unconventional, and this was a crit-
ical moment of the war. By meeting .
the French challenge in the Delta, he
knew he would have run grave risk
of defeat. By an immediate attack on
Dien Bien Phu with his main forces,
he would have risked leaving the
way open for French mobile units
to invade his own free zones. He
decided therefore to seize his own
initiative in different fields by wide-
ranging attacks against unsuspecting
French positions while he prepared
carefully and slowly for the Battle
of Dien Bien Phu.

Giup struck ‘at and”won the re-

- maining French positions newr the

Chinese horder. While the French .

~were  still  recovering: from  these

shocks, another Vietminh column, -
working in conjunction with Laotian
Prince  Souphanouvongs  newly”

- formed Pathet Lao, suddenly turned

up in central Laos and scized the
Mekong River town of Thakhck.
The dismay in Saigon was absolute.

Worse was still to come. To the

French, the jungle-matted and seem-
ingly impenetrable mountains  of
southeastern Laos were a terra incog-
nita fit only for beasts and the few
primitive tribesmen who inhabited
it. That a Vietminh division could
make its way through this country
and emerge to fight was cousidered
pure fantasy.  Without warning.
however, the Vietminh sprang [rom
the junzle in late December, 1958,
and overran a French Union bat-
talion. Other Vietminh barttalions
marched on the Central Highlands
of what is now South Vietnum for
attacks on Kontum and Pletku, Al-
though a decade later there were
still many newcomers in Vietnam
who refused to believe it existed, the
Ho Chi Minh Trail had become a
reality. The Vietminh struck here,
there, everywhere. Fach time a fire
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alarm  sounded, General Navarre
lost more of his reserves and his
hopes for pacifying the Red River
Delta. All that remained was the
hope of winning a set-piece battle.

Just before Christmas, 1953, a
Vietnamese named Nguyen Van
Huong, who looked like a beardless
Ho Chi Minh and.was serving as
chief of police in Tonkin, told me
that the Vietminh had built a new
road to Dien Bien Phu under cover
of the jungle and that anti-aircraft
guns and artillery were coming in
from China. Huong had long been
a trustworthy source and friend,
and I saw no reason to disbelieve
him. But the French Deuxiéme
Bureau dismissed his report as rub-
bisli: General Giap had had no ar-
tillery before.

The Final Victory

Above all, Giap had sought consis-
tently to establish and to meet his
needs. This time he had learned
his needs at Nasam, the dress re-
hearsal for Dien Bien Phu. Nasam
was seventy miles from the Red
River Delta, about halfway to Dien
Bien Phu. I spent a night there dur-
ing the opening phase of the at-
tack. Vietminh mortar shells
crumped among the barbed wire
and trenches by the airfield in the
center of a natural amphitheatre

that formed the French defense po-’

sition. Answering French guns
brought a trickle of dirt onto the
tables in the headquarters dugout,
and wine bottles danced and rattled
on the dinner table. My hosts had
confidence in positional warfare and
contempt for “les jaunes” skulking
in the hills. “Let us catch them in
conventional battle,” said a French
captain, drawing his hand across
his throat. “Just give us a set-piece
battle and we will beat them every
time.”

Giap’s troops broke through the
wire and on the night of November
30-December 1, 1952, it was touch
and go. But the Vietminh's heaviest
weapon was the 85-mm. mortar and
clearly it was not heavy enough. The
Vietminh also lacked any significant
anti-aircraft capability, and whegn
daylight came French fighter-bomb-
ers drenched the hilltop they had
won with napalm. The French
counted a thousand Vietminh dead
against four hundred killed and
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wounded in their own ranks, and
once again the cry was victory.

1f a victory it was, it was also the
last. When the battle for Dien Bien
Phu opened a little more than a year
later, Giap had both artillery and
anti-aircraft guns and the surprised
Trench were beaten before close-
quarter fighting had begun.

DURING the past two years of cam-
paigning on and south of the
Demilitarized Zone, Giap has gone
through the same sort.of trial-and-
error period. Starting with light in-
fantry weapons, the North Vietnam-
ese have developed. an arsenal
that includes some sophisticated
barrage rocketry, artillery, flame-
throwers, tanks, and the whole family
of automatic weapons, and they re-
turn to battle each time as a more
dangerous force.

At the same time, Giap has suc-
ceeded In maintaining a high ele-
ment of surprise. In the face of
concentrated U.S. firepower available

from the air, from the fleet, and
from interlocking artillery positions
at Gio Linh, the Rockpile, Cam Lo,
Camp Carroll, and Dong Ha, the
weight and persistence of North'
Vietnamese attacks through the De-
militarized Zone shocked the Ma-
rines and others last summer and
fall. In places where the Marines
confidently predicted that the North
Vietnamese guns would be knocked
out in five minutes, they continued
to fire and fire through raids of
B-52s that came in to wipe out whole
map squares. :

On balance the victory lay with
the Marines: For every man they
lost they could count two or three
North Vietnamese dead. This is
nevertheless both a risky and an ex-
pensive way to win. Giap needs no
encouragement to try and try again.

A more mobile and aggressive
form of defense in the coastal low-
lands would have been move in keep-
ing with the Marines’ psychological
approach to war. They were not
trained to hecome guinea pigs for
Giap’s trial and error. Yet Khe Sanh
and all the rest of this interlocking
chain of defense posts have now ac-
quired a significance far heyond
their tactical importance. Having
been created, they cannot be aban-
doned. The colors have been nailed
to the masthead, automatically con-
ferring the initiative upon Giap, who
has nothing here he cannot afford to
lose and nothing he must defend. To
wonder whether the forces that may
eventually be committed to the
static defense of Khe Sanh and other
positions along the Demilitarized
Zone would not have been more
gainfully employed in other ways is
not to question the U.S. ability to
hold them. But Giap’s catalogue
of surprise is by no means exhausted.
His weapons may be expected to re-
flect a steadily improving pattern,
with 152-mm. artillery pieces, anti-
aircraft guns, more and better rock-
ets, and more tanks where the terrain
is suitable.

Once again, as in the case of the
battles waged in Saigon and Hué,
Giap’s objective here is to use mili-
tary means for political purposes
and by so co-ordinating his three-
level offensive with main forces, re-
gional units, and guerrillas that the
residual authority of the govern-
ment of South Vietnam will be
destroyed and Washington will be
unable to resist pressures to go to
the conference table on highly dis-
advantageous terms.

Predicting the Plot
To their eternal credit, a group of

- staff officers in Saigon have for the

past year been predicting just such
a scenario as this and buttressing it,
moreover, with hard intelligence
which, it must be added, was not
always or easily accepted. They
watched and accurately reported the
buildup on the Demilitarized Zone.
They plotted the movement of sup- -
plies to buildup areas opposite the
Central Highlands and into Cam-
bodia. They observed such develop-
ments as a trebled movement of
sampans on Cambodian rivers close
to the Vietnamese border. Their es-
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SR N B STEA D B M S X

Tussday, Feb. 13, 1968
: 8:15 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Harold Wilsom on that world statesman,
U Thant.

Sect. Rusk tells me that he has put both George
Brown's and Wilson's memoranda in Arthur
Goldberg's hands, because hs believes Arthur
will bave to work U Thaat over pretty hard upon
" his retura,

W. W. Rostow

attachment
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TEXT OF MESSAGE

13 February, 1968

P o i

George Brown and I have spent'a pretty disheartening
two and a half hours today with U Thant. George took him
first for three-quarters of an hour at the Foreign 0ffice andg
then brought him round hefe for a very small working lunch.
As George arrived he said to me, “"This man i1s wet, repeat
wet". He was. Pat Dean can give'your people fhe details of
our exchanges. In this message I want to giye you our personal
impressions: and the line I felt obliged to take with him.

Briefly, he claims to have put a number of guestions in

Delhi-to the DRV Consul General, deriving from the account of

your position allegedly given to him by Arthur Goldberg (between
ourselves we got the impression either that this was a
slightly out-of-date briefing or that he had not fully taken
aboard whatever Goldberg had said to him). The Hanol man

was naturally unable to anéwer his questions and promised him .
a . reply either in Moscow or subsequently. The answers have
now turned up in Paris, as you will see from a later paragraph
in this message. But what thoroughly disturbed ué both was
the pathetically weak-kneed and blased posture of U Thant.

The Russians have clearly put him through the wringer in
Moscow. Hé is still quivering gently from the after-effects
of his interview with Brezhnev. He told me that Brezhnev had
spoken to him in such violent terms about yourself and the
whole American position that he hesitated to dictate it to

his secretary - I asked "Woman or man?" énd he said "Man".

I told him that this was nothing less ﬁhan he should expect
from Brezhnev. My own first interview with the 1attef two

years ago had been very similar: even“onlmy.latest~visit,

/as
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as you know, we had had a tough exchange, But I had taken a
good deal of the steam out of it by telling Brezhnev at the
outset that I saw no point in us both simply re-stating our
known positions. If he had taken the same line he might have
fared better. At all events, the upshot of this is that, even
before he receives Hanoi's answers to his‘questions and deépite
his evident desire to help, Thant is again ruling himself out
as an interlocutor by the total one-sidedness of his- approach.
We had & long theological exposition from him at lunch of
Hanol's view that, because the North Vietnamese were not bombing
the United States, thereby balancing your bombing of North Vietnam,
it was perféctly reasonable that they should expect you to stop
the bombing unconditionally without the slightest hint from
Hanol that ‘there would not immediately be a fufther military
build-up in the South. We then had some pretty sick-making
critlicism of the last South Vietnamese elections because, for
reasons beyond hils understanding, Communists and neutralists

(to say nothing of Big Minh) had been forbidden to stand. At
this point I thought it desirabie to have a reasonably controlled
burst of temper. And I put, in terms more forceful than I have
ever before used with him, three main points. lFirst, that,
while we were all sitting around a well loaded table, innocent
people were dying dally: and that the task of all of us who
wished to work for_ peace was not to indulge in public and one-
sided appeals for an unconditional end to the Bombing (the
position which he had just said that he would feel obliged to
take) but to pursue discreetly, objectively and in private all
possible ways .of narrowing the gap between the tﬁé sides. -

Secondly, that I was unaware that the Conser#atiﬁes, Liberals

/or



[ b
L)

for election in North Vietnam, or in other communist countri

AT o ot s s

or Democratic Socialists had ever been permitted to stand
and that if he adopted double standards of the kind he had
implied he was destroying hié own creaibility either as a
mediator or as a world statesman. Finally, if it were corre
as he had claimed, that Ho dhi Minh really wanted to be
independent of Peking, but that every day the war continued
increased his dependence, the sooner all concerned got down
from the pulpit and around the negotiating table the better.
Moreover, if he really wished to play a helpful part in
fruitful secret exchanges - and without such exchanges one

could hardly see the way forward at all ~ it was thoroughly

'counter-productive to emerge from secrecy at intervals to make -

ex cathedra statements setting out a view point on which his
mind was already made up before he had begun secret talks.

He did not like any of this, but I hope he took the point.

As I have sald, he now has -an answer to his questions awaiting
him with the North Vietnamese representative in Parls. But
you will be interested to know howwe learned of this.

Harold Davies, my Parliamentary Private Secretary, who, as

you will remembér, carried out an exploratory mission to Hanoil
for me in 1965 and. has many Vietnamese contacts, was telephoned
early this morning by one of the North Vietnamese "Journalists”
in Loﬁddn, who have kept in touéh with him from time to time

to ask where they could find U Thant fo let him know that an
answer to his questions was avallable 1f he cared to go to
Paris and collect it. Since U.Thant's address in London was
public knowledge, we must conclude that Hanol were concerned

to keep us in the picture on this exchange, and I find this
mildly encouraging. We of course put them in touch with

- /Thant
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Thant at once, and offered to put a plane at his disposal
to fly him to Paris this afternoon. He had in the end
declded to stay here overnight and fly to Paris tomorrow
morning to see the DRV man before going to New York. We will
do our best to de-brief him in Paris or New York, For our
part, we are considering how fér we might try discreetiy
to pump the North Vietnamese in London since they are clearly,
to some extent at least, in the know.

Meanwhile, I now intend to follow up with Kosygin as
you suggested. I am sure:that the best way of doing this is,
at least at this stage, to discount U Thant completely - the
Russlans have given him the works and it would only be
counter-productive to play their game - and to address

Kosygin along the lines you and I agreed. I will let you

know the outcome.

s SCREL.,



INFORMATION

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
8:10 p. m.

Mr. President:
You will wish to read Cabot Lodge's

memorandum on the minuses and plusses
of the attack on the cities.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 13, 1968
SECRET - NODIS

To: The President
From: H. C. Lodge }J,e : W
Subject: Some lessons to be learned from the recent .

Viet Cong raids.

1. On the MINUS side are the following:

a. The great degree of surprise achieved by the Viet Cong

confirms the suspicion expressed in my memorandum to
you of February 5 that there simply was not enough pro-
ficiency in police-type procedures, Had this existed,
preparations for many raids would have been discovered
and the ralds prevented, Thosé that could not have been
wiped out immediately would have been easier to handle,
The Australian Ambassador in a perceptive telegram
says this: |

"We need not be surprised about the success

of the infiltrations. The enemy had time and

circumstances going for him, p'articularly the

laxity and corruption of the police and the

inefficiency of the Government's intelligence

machine, ..

_BECRET— NODB
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"What, then, was at fault? Notunder-
estimation of the Viet Cong strength, I
suggest, but failure to Insist that the
Vietnamese make a genuine effort to pro-
tect themselves against insidious infiltra-
tion, for only the Vietnamese can do this

WOrK, o »"

The pacification program has suffered a big setback. This

underscores the need for making it as realistic and as
effective as possible and 2ls0 getting the very best men
involved in it. The newspaper story reporting that "no
one talks about pacification any more" is fallacious.

Undoubtedly greater emphasis on the policing phase of

pacification at the precincf level will be needed, but
pacification itself is more necessary than ever,
Ancther "minus" is the psychological distress which the
Viet Cong raids have caused in this country -- on which
the hand has not yet been played out.

Unfortunate, too, is the government's decision not to
collaborate with private organizations in refugee relief

work., This is a typically Vietnamese example of
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medieval behavior plus French bureaucratic influence,
The "true revolution" which you personally authorized
me to mention in my arrival statement in the summer
of 1965 is still the most needed _single thing to win the
people. over -- and when the people are won over, the
war is won. Such a'true revolution" cannot be done by
GVN or AID but by the people themselves, through non-
governmental organizations. The notion that problem.s

must be solved by working through government -- which

.Worked'in Europe under the Marshall Plan -- cannot

work in an underdeveloped country such as Viet-Nam in
which there is ﬁo local government in our meaning of

the word, Government cannot be said to exist when there
is no administrative competence, when the confidence of
the people is lacking and when the so-called local govern-
ment does not identify with the people.

The final "minus" are, of course, the killed and wounded

on our side.

On the PLUS side are the following rather remarkable things

which were not at first evident:

Qo

To the best of my knowledge there has nowhere been any

recurrence of the "struggle" movement which almost

SEEREL 5 NODIS
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lost us the war in the first half of 1966, I'm sure you
remember how, in Hue and Danang, the police marched
down the street carrying anti-government signs and

how the government had completely lost jurisdiction

over both cities -- which would be comparable to the

~ President of the United States losing jurisdiction over

Chicago and Detroit. Similar "inside jobs" were im-
pending in other cities when Prime Minister Ky with
great skill and courage finally put the "struggle" down.

If there had been a well-organized "struggle" movement
in all of the cities which the Viet Cong recently attacked,
we would now be very close indeed to a Communist take-
over, Our military strength simply would not be
applicable in such a situation -- just as our Marine force
outside of Danang was not applicable in 1966 when our
co:icern was to keep them out of the way. It was a largeg-
meshed net with which to’catch whales -- not the fine
meshed net with which to catch the small but deadly fish
of terrorism,

This interesting development could mean ’;he growth of

what you once referred to in a telegram to me in 1964

SECRET.- NODIS
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as the growth of 'political energy" -- a diviciend from
all the work we have done to bring about constitutional
government a.nd a sense of civic consciousness.

It appears there was much goo& fighting by the ARVN,
the Reg'lona.l Forces and the Popular Forces, which
reflects great credit on General Westmoreland and
General Abrams,.- It is a pity that the'poiice-type
techniques were not as good or. as widespread, If they
had been, there would have been less need to fight since
many of the raids would have been nipped in the bud, |
The high Viet Cong casualties are another plus,
Remarkable too is the lack of back biting a,nci the de-
gree of unity in governmental circles, In 1963-1965,
a blow like this would have been considered ample
grounds for a "coup. "

It is often said that Viet-Nam is drowning in good

advice and starving for effective action, The placing

of Vice President Ky and General Thang in charge of

reconstruction is the best guarantee of getting some

action,




INFORMATION

Tussday, February 13, 1968
8:00 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith George Brown's message to Sec. Rusk
about U Thant whe is now clearly a cannon ball
rolliag around the deck.

Pat Dean is seading over shortly tome a
message to you in the same veln from Prime
Minister Wiison., I will, of course, send it to
you as soon as it gets here.

We may have to tell off U Thant very hard,
indeed, before this is over.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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BRITISKR EMBASSY.

1% February, 1963
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I have been asked by the 3Secretary

of State to pass to you the enclosed
message.
/ém...‘»} ﬁ*ﬁ-‘m’/

VWASHINGTOMN, D.C.

The Honorable Dean Rusk,
Secretary of State,

tWashington, D.C.
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SEC RE” .
T I S )

/

TEXT_OF MESSACE
— e L i s -

13 February, 1968

I have come away from lunch at No. 10 with
U Thant, profoundly depressed by his total inzbility
to sce reason. I hope he will not worry yéu as much
as he worries me, but I mist warn you that in my opinion
he is not golng to be helpful over Vietnam in the
foreseeable future. He 1s completely sold on the line
wnich the ﬁorth‘Vietnamese and-ﬁussians have put over to
him, which he has in turn repeated toc me and the Prime
Minister with the fervour of an Asian prophet laying
down the law on an /Asian war which only he can
understand, |

He tcld us that he had put some questions to the .
North Vietnamese Consul-General in Delhi, on what might
happen following a cessation of bomﬁing, but declined to
tell us what precisely he had asked, though one of the
questions concerned the recall of the Geneva Conference.
ﬁhile he was here this morning we got a circuiltous
message that the North Vietnamese "Journalist" based
in London had a message for U Thant ., This turﬁed
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out to be to the effect that the answers were awaiting
him with Mai Van Bo in Paris. After much.hesitation,

a talk with the North Vietnamese and an offer from us

fo fly him to Parls this afternoon, he thought he

would return first to New York ang go there on Friday,

But I pointed out by telephone, just befqre he was due to
leave, that this special journey woulda set the world agog.
So he changed his mind, 1s staying overnight in London{ '
and will go to Paris tomorrow morning.

In general his line was that the attitude of the
North Vietnamese and Ruséians (particularly Brezhnev) was
very hard, that the Russians were supporting North Vietnam
.up to the hilt and thus opening the way to escalation with
sophisticated weapons, that the opposing policies of the
two sides offered no chanzge of ending the war and thus, .
illogically, that the only solution was for the US to
take the "limited risk” of stopping the bombing
unconditionadly. Talks will follow in his opinion after
7-10 days.

‘The most important point, however, was his firm
belief, planted by the North Vietnamese and Russians, that
the San Antonio formulation imposes a prefcondition

. /because
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because of the assumption about "no advantage” he
refuses to admit that it is reasonable to zsk the
North Vietnamese to allow the US to mske the assumption
tﬁat no military advantage viould be taken of a bounbing
éessation, Both the Prire Minister and I went at him
hard on this, asking him to realise that under the

San Antonioc formulation, as further explained by

Clark Clifford the North Vietnamese are not being asked
teichange anything that they would normally be doing
but simply not to step up their detivities in a way
directly attributable to their freedom from bombing,
thus creating a new and serious situation. He was
impervious to all argument.

The Prime Minister and I both urged him to say as

little as possible in public at this time. He was
.noncomﬁittal but showed some appreciation of the

problem;

. e
)



INFORMATION

Twesday, Feb. 13, 1968
8:00 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Attached is the condensed versioa of the Cabinet
briefing notes on Vietmam. Coples of this will
be distributed by Secretary Rusk at tomorrow's
Cabinst mesting. The Secretary will also
discuss the larger companion volume which
sxpands and documents each of the é questions
dealt with here in summary form.

W. ¥, Rostow

Attachment
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INFORMATION

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 -- 7:25 p.mn,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: News Media Contacts

Chuck Roberts and Henry Hubbard, NEWSWEEK, came in teday. I
briefed them on present state of the battle ia Vietaam, emphasising the
fact that:

-~ The second wave of atiacks had not yet takea place;

-= Reewvery was proceeding with some conatinued govermmental
ensargy in Salgoa;

~= We were propared for the I Corps battle, although it had not
yeot begun; and

«= Daspite NEWSWEEK, the situation in Vietsam appeared to be
falling into better parspective la this coustry. (This was not quite as
brash as it sounds because they began the conversation by apologising
for the fact NEWSWEEK had not used all the good materials I had givea
them last week. )

I made available te them some prissasr of war interrogations and
other documents which would give them a feel for the situation,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin



Tuesday, February 13, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT:

In the attached telegrams Gene Rostow
reports his conversation with Chancellor
Kiesinger on the balance of payments,
Germany's eastern peolicy, the NPT,
Franco-Germas relatioss, and the state
of the German cealition goverament. The
Chancellor asked that his remarks be
transmitted to you.

W. W. Rostow

ava vy \.-l.&alst

2/13/68
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PAGE #3 BONN 28273 13115642

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN FRANCE AND GERMANY+ THE CHANCELLOR COULD
ASSURE US THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASEs HE NOTED "THAT A RECENT
PUBLIC OPINION POLL SHOWED THAT 75 PERCENT:OF THE GERMANS ‘CONSIDER
THE GERMAN ALLIANCE WITH THE UNITED STATES AS THE MOST TMPORTANT '

PAGE 5 RUFHOL 827p S—E€tRET

ELEMENT OF GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY. THE CHANCELLOR SAID THAT HE HAS
EXPLAINED TO DE GAULLE IN THE PAST AND WILL DO SO AGAIN ‘THAT BY
PURSUING A STRONG ANTI~AMERICAN LINE DE GAULLE IS ONLY ENTAGON-
IZING GERMAN OPINION AGANST, FRANCEW THE CHANCELLOR ADDED THXT

IT IS NEVERTHELESS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE FOR A POSITIVE
GERMAN-FRENCH RELATIONSHIP. TO BE PRESERVED. IF NEW ANTAGONISM
AGAIN ARISES AFTER THIS "SECOND EFFORT® TO OVERGOME IT [THE
CHANCELLOR WAS PRESUMABLY REFERRING TO ADENAUER'S EFFORTS AND KIS

OWN) THIS WOULD BE A MOST GRAVE DEVELOPMENT FOR THE TWO rOUNTRIES_

AND FOR EURQOPE. KIESINGER THOUGHT THAT DE GAULLE ‘700 UNnERSTOOD
THIS POINT- ON THE QUESTION OF UK=EC ENTRY, THE CHANCELLnR
REPEATED HIS WELL=KNOWN VIEwS THAT DE GAULLE COULD NOT RE FORCED
70 CHANGE HIS OPINIONa UNDER SECRETARY ROSTow TOLD THE CHANcELLOR
THAT THE UNITED STATES FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE nF THE
FRENCH=GERMAN RELATIONSHIP. HE SAID THAT THE LAST THING wHICH

WE wANTED WAS 'TO FoRCE GERMANY INTO ANY KIND OF. A CHOICE BETNEEN

PAGE 6 RUFHOL 8270 -6 TR ET

PARIS AND-WASHINGTON« THIS TELEGRAM WAS NOT CLEARED WITH THE
UNDER SECRETARYs MCGHEE
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O NFE L DENT T A+ BONN 8264
5EPL:N FOR AMBASSAQONOR MCGHEE

DEPT FASS TREASURY AND DEFENSE
SUBJECT: ROSTOW TALK WITH CHANCELLOR
;o UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOHWSs ACCO%PANIFD BY DCM FESS FNDaN fHROUGHOUT
THE WHOLE PERIOD AND BY UNDFR SECRETARY DEMING AND AHBASRADOR
YREZISE &S WELL DURING THE LATTER PARY QF IT. HEY TODAY WITH
CHANCE{LOR KIESINGER

2> AT THE OUTSEY, THE UNDER SECRETARY MADE 4 CONDENSED pRESENTATION -

ALONG THE LINES QF THE REMARKS RE IPORTED SEPARAYELY BY ATRGRAM:
WHICH HAVE BEEN CFNTRAL TO THE DISFU ISTONS IN BOHN ¢

PAGE TWO RUFHOL gpes €N T T EFNT T FL

3o . THE CHANCELLOR SAID RE PLANNEER To AUSUER THE PRESIGELTIS
FEGRUARY 7 LETYER AFTER NS RETURN FROmM PAR1G, HE SAIX TuaT HE
LOULD TRY To COVER THE CGL:ENT'OF THE PRES{DELTIS LETIER IN

—CORE LN b
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PARYS ANDa IN ADDIYION» WOULD.MYSH YO REPORY WHAT TOOK PLACK
THERE ¢ _

4s ON OFFSET THE CWANCELLOR SAID THAT THE GERWANS WOULD pO THEIR

REST e fHL UNDER SECRETARY AN WERED THAT THE pROBLFM WAS nucu

- LARGER TYHAN OFFSEY ALGNE. IT WAG THE WHOLE BAHPNLY QF PAYH[NTQ

PROnIFH AND AN FVPANSTONIST PO l(Y IN GFRMANY hn IHPOHraﬂT IF
THE FROBLEW WAS T BE SOLV VEQs THE CHANLleOR ]AID THAY hE HAS IN
FHE MIODLE OF THE QUESTION WITH SCHILLER BEING VERY £XPAN°x011°T

"MINDED pUY OTHERS wOTeo KNOT Ole WAS HE HIMQ((T IN THE MTDDhL:

AETWEEN THE OPPOSTNG FACTIONS, BUT HE WAS LLHG ?N THE VIQDLC
{NTELLECTUALLY BEING NLYTHER_&XPAN [ONTST NOR THE 0PPO$!TE»

HE ADDED THAT FORMER CHANCELLOR ERMARD WAS GOING ALL OVER
GERMANY CONTENDING THAY TVHERE WAS NO LONGER AN £CONOMIC PROBLONM

THAT DIp NOY MAKE THE MATTER ANY EASIER FOR THE PRESENT CHANCELLORe

PAGE TH?EE RUFHQL 8265 G—B—ﬁ*ﬁ—f‘b—F—H—¥-+*w-&-.
Go HE MADE NO COMMENY IN RESFONSE TO A STATLH[N( REGARD TRG THE
VALUE OF KENNFDY ROUND CUTS UNILATERALLY MADE BY YHE COMMON

MARKET .

69 THE UNDER qacnrranv REFERRED TO 11S D18 cués;om WITH DERRE.
AND NO1&D THAY THE LATTER HAD GAID HE WOULD WORY FOR FUTuRt
EXPANSTON WITHIN TRE COMMUNITY (F GFRMANY AND ITALY HOULD hLSO
pl THIS.

MCGHEE

AL meen e stemma




INFORMATION

—SECRES=

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
7:00 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith an account of Kieslnger's

P
W. W. Rostow
3.3
S
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WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

Tussday, Feb. 13, 1968
7:00 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith strikes for the next 24 hours.

W. W. Restow

TOP-SEGRET attachment (NMCC 13 Feb 68 4 30 pm est)

19
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TOP—SECRET/LIMDLS Do %@g?é
i,  THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER i |1 g
f{0g

¥

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 ' g
13 February 1968 12
4:30 PM EST /

| THR JOINY GTAFF

~

;ﬁ
MEMORANDUM FOR: Senior Watch Officer, White House Situation ?
Room 3

Mr. Benjamin H. Read, Executive Secretary,

Department of State, c/o Operations Center %éj;.
Subject: Operational Highlights : i?i?;
SQUTHEAST ASIA | §,3
The following US Air Force B-52 missions are now scheduled Qiﬁ?i
to be flown during the next 24 hours: ;i‘fﬁ_
MISSION § TIME (EST) TARGET LOCATION ? %
NR OF ACFT  ON TARGET AND DESCRIPTION .§:F
VICTOR 04 11:50 PM In South Vietnam, 5 miles south- %1:Fa
- (6 B-52s5) 13 February  southwest of Khe Sanh; contains troop. Frirea
12:50 PM concentrations and AA positions. e
14 February %1} Ay
Sajgon time AU %‘
EREas:
- VICTOR 55 - 2:10 AM In South Vietnam, 3 miles east- giﬁj;;
{6 B-52s) 14 February northeast of Khe Sanh; contains a ST 4
— 5:10 PM . staging area with troop concentrations. ?ﬁﬁ:fi.
14 February : §3§35
Saigon time - %ing
VICTOR 48 6:45 AM In South Vietnam, 6 miles north- 5%557
{6 B-52s) 14 February northwest of Sanh; contains troop tﬂ;ﬁfﬁ.
~ 7:45 PM concentrations and supply areas. i B} e
14 February Hatyin
Saigon time gegat
it
The following ROLLING THUNDRR 57 ALFA strikes are now 5339"
scheduled during the next 24 hours: g%ﬁi%
- TIME (EST) SATGON ’f%;‘(
TARGET AND L.OCATION ON TARGET UNIT STRIKE FORCE TIME ?E}j'
Ny 30
Hanoi Railroad/Highway - 3:16 AM 7 AF 12 F-105 4:16 PM Q%EWW
.Bridge Canal (JCS 13), 14 Feb ‘ .14 Feb 415
¢ miles northeast of 3:21 AM 12 F-105 4121 PM 1%
Hanoi | 14 leb ' 14 Feb Bl
TQR_SECRETALIMDIS
v







INFORMATION

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968
CONFIDENTIAL- 6:55 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Gene and Kiesinger,

W, W, Rostow

~CONFIDENTIAL attachment (Bonn 8265)
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——8—N—F—f~B—f—N-—T——A— BONN 8265
BERLIN FOR AMBASSADOR MCGHEE
DEPT PASS TREASURY AND DEFENSE
SUBJECTs ROSTOW TALK WITH CHANCELLOR.
{» UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOW. ACCOMPANIED BY DCM FESSENDEN THROUGHOUT
THE WHOLE PERIOD AND BY UNDER SECRETARY DEMING AND AMBASSAQOR

TREZISE AS WELL DURING THE LATTER PART OF 1T, MET TODAY WITH
CHANCELLOR KIESINGER.

2o AT THE QUTSET, THE UNDER SECRETARY MADE A CONDENSED PRESENTATIO\
_ALONG THE LINES OF THE REMARKS REPORTED SEPARA ELY BY AIRGRAM
WHICH HAVE BEEN CENTRAL TO THE DISCUSSIONS IN BONNo

PAGE TWO RUFHOL 8265 1T1Tﬂ¢-P"T-D—E“m ¥ 1 f’
3o 'THE CHANCELLOR %ﬁhﬁ s y
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EEOFFSE TR CECEOR S A Do T el THE -6 2 RMANSTHOURDTT0 STHEER
,Eagsnp THE UNDER SECRETARY ANSWERED THAT THE PROBLEM WAS MUCH
LARGER THAN OFFSET ALONE: ]T WAS THE WHOLE RALANCE OF PARYMENTS
PROBLEM AND AN EXPANSIONIST POLICY IN GERMANY WAS IMPORTANT IF
THE PROBLEM WAS T0 BE SOLVED. THESCHANCEGLOR:SAID THAT HE WAS.IN,
THEMI DDLU EnORTTHESQUEST ION: WITH SCHILLER BEING VERYEXPaANS! ANIST
MINDED. 8UTOTHERSINOT.. NOT .ONLY. WAS “HE--HIMSEL THEZMIDDLE»
faz T WEEN THESOPPOSINGHER CTLENS 1 BYT- HE WAS-ALSEEYNITHES M IDDLE:
NTELLECTNALIYBE INGNELTHER. EXRANS LONTST (ORITAEROPPOSI TE o
ﬂE‘AooEo THAT FORMER CHANCELLOR ERHARD WAS GOING ALL- OVER
GERMANY CONTENDING THAT THERE WAS NO LONGER AN ECONOMIC PROBLEMe
THAT DID NOT MAKE THE MATTER ANY EASIER FOR THE. PRESENT CHANCELLORe

PAGE THREE RUFHOL 8265 -G—G—*—F—E—B—E—N—‘F"I—A—t\

S H%WQKMExmﬂxﬁonwgmrm£uﬂuesponsfWTQ: ; TCMENTMQEGKEﬁrw"Wfﬁﬁm?
VALUE  OF. KENNEDYLROUND :GUT STUNIL ATERALE YmMADE B Yo THEZ-COMMON
MARKERLy

6o THE UNDER SECRETARY REFERRED TD WIS DISCUSSIONS' wITHggEBRE
AND NOTED THAT,THERLMA ErH O HORREFOR FUTHRE . 2

ATTERTHA DS A JOmw
¢XPANSIONrWITHINMEHhAnQNMQM}TY LFGERMANY AND =LTALYS WOULD ALSE

BO IMIS. e
MCGHEE




INFORMATION

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
6:15 p. m,

Mr, President:

Ky, Tang, Kemer, and cthers in
the recovery business are clearly
feeliag better today.

W. W, Rostow

Saigoa 19239

WWRostow:rin
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5. KY ACTED LIXKE EXVCUTIVE CHAIRYAN GIVING POSITIVE «INSTRUCTION

TO ASSIWELED MINISTERS. EXPRESSING HIS CONCERN ABOUT SANITARY
CONDITICNS INM REFUGEE RECEPTION CENTERS, HE DIRECTED MINISTER
OF HZALTH TO IMSPECT ALL CENTERS. XY SAID ‘HE WOULD VISIT
RAMDOYLY-SZLECTED CENTZIRS AT END OF THE VEEK. HE AGREED TTAT -
ARVY °HOULD START HELPING THE PSOPLE MORE. HE SAID T
E GOVERNMENT
WOULD CA“CEL LICENSES OF RIC* DEALERS VHO VON'T OPEN THEIR
STORIS. ON THE PORT PROBLEM, HE TOLD THE 'MINISTER OF ECONOMY
TO PPESS MERCHANTS TO UNLOAD SHIPS. THOSE WHO REFUSE JO0 PICK
P CONSIGNZD CARGO WOULD LOSEZ THEIR IMPORT LICENSES. :WHEN
SURJECT OF HIGHEZR INDEMNITY PAYMENTS WAS RAISED (QUE PORPOSED -
17,3073 PIASTER RESETTLEMENT ALLOWANCE CONTRY WIDE),KY DIRECTED
DR. QUE TO PRESENT PLAN BY SUNDAY GIVING NEW SCHEDULE, NUMBER
CT FAMILIES INVOLVED, AND TOTAL COST. THANG ESTIMATED 32,2092
HOMZLESS FAMILIES WOULD BE ELIGIELE FOR HIGHER PAYMENTS; .QUE
THOUSHT NUMBETR WOULD BE MUCH LESS. THE VICE PRESIDENT ALSO
DIRECTID THAT COWMITTEES ESTARLISHED IN PROVINCES SHOUL DECIDE
‘0" UST OF COLLECTSD DONATIONS =~ GVN SHOULD NOT INTERVENE.T

4. MINISTER BUY DON, ARMED WITH CHARTS AND SXETCHES, DESCRIBED
APARTMENT CONSTRUCTION PLANS. THREE AREAS BEING CONSIDERED.
TOTAL SSTIMATED COST IN THREE BILLION PIASTERS. -DETAILED
DTSIAN DRAWINGS WILL TAKE ONE MONTH TO PREPARE., BUILDINGS CAN
8E PUT UP IN TWO OR THREZE MONTHS AFTER CONSTRUCTION- STARTS.
FIFTY CONTRACTORS TRUNED UP TO REVIEW PLANS. MOST THINK &
§H4ORTAGE OF LASOR WILL BE PRINCIPAL CONSTRAINT. IN ANSWER
T9 THIS, KY RAID THAT KOMER PLAN FOR FREEZING PRIVATE
CONSTRUICTION MIGHT BE BEST SOLUTICON. LAND OWNERSHIP WAS RAISED
AS POTENTIAL STICXY PROBLEM. HE ALSO SAID THAT SQUATTERS
SHOULD 3% XEPT OFF CONSTRUCTION SITES, USING POLICE IF NECESSARY.
THE VP AZRERED WITH MRYW'S REQUEST TO SET UP A SPECIAL COMMITTEE
OM APARTMENT CONSTRUCTION, HE ALSO APPRECIATES THAT GVN WILL
- HAVE TO RE-ZXANINE ITS BUDGET IN LIGHT OF .URGENT NEW NEEDS.
SCME TRANSFERS OF FUNDS TQ URGENT PRIORITY PROGRAMS MAY BE
NZICISSARY. TO EWD THE DISCUSSION,KY. TOLD MPW .TO GET STARTED
RIGHT aWAY, EVEN IF IT ONLY MEANT SENDING A 'BULDOZER WITH A
. BA“NNER TO START CLEARING RUB3LE. HE SAID HE IS CONSIDERING
P°’S’STIHG THS PLAN TO THE NATION OM TELEVISION.

' 5. MORILIZATION WAS A HOT TOPIC AT MORNING ‘AND AFTERNOON
SES5I0NS. MWINISTERS ALL COMPLAINED THAT NEW MOBILIZATION.
PLANS NOULD STR1P THEIR MINISTRIES OF ESSENTIAL TALENT. KY

PRESERVATION COPY
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EIDZD IN PRINCIPLE THAT EXPERTS WOULD BE DRAFTED IN PLACE -
ﬁ“ '4FTER RECEIVING MILITARY TRAINING, WOULD REMAIN IN THEIR
JOBS. THANG SUGGESTED A THREE-DAY TRAINING PROGRAM,. THE
MINISTER OF DEFENSE WILL DRAFT A PLAN. '

5. THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE LIRECTED THAT COUNTRYSIDE‘ALL
FISHING BOATS WCULD BE PERWITTED TO FISH DURING DAYLIGHT.s

7. ATR VIETNAM PLANS TO RESUME SCHEDULED IO€OUNTRY FLIGHTS
TO QUI NHON, BAN ME THUOT, AND PHAN THIET ON 15 FEBRUARY,AND
TC TUY HOA ON 16 BEBRUARY. SPECIAL CARGO FLIGHTS CAN RE SVT
UP BY REQUEST.

2. THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS ANNOUNCED
THAT THE SAIZON-CHOLON-TRAIN WHICH CARRIES LARGE NUMBERS OF
COMMUTERS WAS READY TO G0 INTO OPERATION. THE COMMITTEE

REQUESTED MAYOR CUA TO AUTHORIZE RESUMPTIONOF REGULAT DAYTIME
SCHEDULES.

S. KOMER VISITEDPHAN‘THIET, TUY HOA, BAN ME THUOT AND DALAT

== >4

IN TI CT71TO ASSrsS DA“AGE, REVIEW RECOVERY ACTIVIETIES AND
DETERMINE CRITICAL NVEDS.l

A. PHAN THIET PROGRESSINGWELL. -- EVACUEES BEING AMPLY
CAPED FOR, CLEAN-UP WELL UNDERWAY, RELAXED 18232 TO 2732 CURFEW
IN EFFECT, MARXET .OPEN, FOOD PRICES DOWN TO NEAR NORMAL, -
TISHINZ FLEET ACTIVE, PUBLIC SPIRIT HIGH WITH LOCAL MERCHANTS
AND SURROUNDING HAMLTS HAVING CONTRIBUTED
PPROXI

ITELY.5%3,7200. K '
PIASTEPS 0| RERUILDING FUND, FINANCE CHIEF HEADING PROVINCE
RECOVERY COMMITTEE WHILE PROVINCE CHMIEF PUSHING MILITAR
OPERAT IONS.
EVACUEES NOW NUMBER 72,993 6,797 MORE ARE EKPECTED AS
PESULT TF CLEARING OOPERATIONS INVOLVING HEAVY USE OF AIR AND
ARTILLEBY IN -HAMLETS WEST OF TOWN. ABUT 1,388 HOUSES HAVE
DEEN DESTROYED OR HEAVILY DAMASED. PSa DOES NOT BELIEVE .VC
CANM MOUMT SERIOUSE SECOND WAVE ATTACK WITH FORCES AVAILABLE
IN PROVINCES SINCE VC LOST MORE THAN 1,029 MEN IN THE FIRST
ATTACKS,
BUNKER
2T

NNNY
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B. TUY HOA WAS ONLY LIGHTLY DAMAGED, EVENM THOUGH ENEMY .
DID NOT SET A STRONGFOOTHOLD IN THE CITY, THE VC INFRASTRUCTURE
SURFACED TO ASSIST THE ATTACKERS. MANY WERE GIVEN WEAPONS AND
TOLD TO FIGHT ALONGSIDE MILITARY UNITS. PROVINCE OFFICIALS,
WITH HELP OF ADVISOS, ARE EXPLOITING. PROVINCE CHIEF AND
PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR ARE CONFIDENT THEY CAN COPE WITH
PROBLEMS WITH THENORMAL AMOUNT QF OUTSIDE SUPPORT.

C. DAY ME THUOT IS 1IN BAD SHAPE. CITY HAS JUST BEGUN

'TO GETN OVINP AFTER SHOCK OV PPOLONGFD HEAVY FICFTING AND
WIDESPREAD DESTRUCTION. MORE THAN 21,728 EVACUEES ARE.

ALREADY IN TEMPORARY CENTERS. CORDON AND SEARCH OPERATIONS .

30IM: ON IN DITY. PROVINCE TREASURY WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED

‘SO THAT PROVINCE CHIEF.IS WITHOUT FUNDS ECEPT FOR PROCEEDS

FRO¥® SALE F SOVERNMENT RICE. MORE THAN 4,20@ HOMES HAVE

BEEN DESTROYZD. MASSIVE OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE WILL BE REQUIRED.
NEVERTHELESS, A RECOVERY COMMIITTEE HAS BEEN SET UP UNDER CHAIRMAX
- OF THE ?POVTbCV CONCIL, WHO VOLUNTEERED TC TAKE ‘

ON THE JCR.

D. LAST REMAINING ENEMY-FORCES WERE EXPELLED FROM DALAT
ODAY. DCYUNTOWN IS PRACTICALLY UNTOUCHED. SOME DESTRUCTION -~
PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR ESTIMATES THREE PERCENT OF HOMES IN
CITY -- IN OUTSKIRTS, PARTICULARLY IN NORTHEAST PORTION OF
TOWN WHERE ZNEMY HELD OUT LONGEST. THERE ARE REPORTS OF
LOOTING BY MILITARY FORCES. TODAY THE MAYOR ORDERED LOOTERS.
SHCT ON SIGHT. DALAT, RICH AS IT IS, SHOULD BE ABLE TO

RECOVER WITH MINUMUY OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. ‘

'--!

PACF KMDHMJfQ’Tﬁﬁihwﬂ»FtiF#Fq;;F__

CT I S N A °7)

C———’/ Bl ‘
1%2. LATEST FIGUPFS ON EVACUEES SHOW THAT NYMER CLIMBED TO
425,777 (VERSUS 457,0%3 REPORTED YESTERDAY) ~-'65,2482 IN

I ’T7 (NC CHANEGE) 66 2272 IN 11 CTZ (NOTMKQQJNX 38,0027

IN TIT CTZ (196,722 IN SAIGON/GIA DINH), AND llS,Uuﬁ ‘IN IV CTZ
(P FROM 79, ﬂ@). AFTER "MORE COMPLETE COUNT OF HOUSES : .
DESTROYED , HUMBER NOW HAS REACHED ALMOST 37,299. CIVILIAN ‘ tﬂ}'
DAD (3,4597%) AND WOUNDED (19,0%2) FIGURES ARE SAME AS

REPORTED ON 12 FRBRUARY.

RRaf AUNKER,



INFORMATION

~SECRET --SENSITIVE
Tuesday, February 13, 1968
6:05 p.m.
Mr. President:
This is a summary of the captured

document we have been waiting for.
You will wish to read every word.

W. W. Rostow

MAC 02063

WWRostow:rln
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0 13208362 ZYK ZFF-5
FM GEN WHEELER, CJCS, WASH DGO
TO MR ROSTOW, WHITE HOUSE, WASH DC
MR CLIFFORD, WHITE HOUSE, WaSH DC
MR RUSK, STATE DEPT, WASH DC
MR HELMS, CIA .

GEN JOMNSOM, CSa,. WaSH DC
GEN MCCOMNELL, CSAF, WASH DC
aDM MOGORER, CHO, WASH DC -

ZEN/ GEN CHAPMAN, CMC, WASH DC
0 1314117 ZYH ZFF-1
FM GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACY
TO ADM SHARP CINCPAC
SEN YHEELER CJCS
SMB BUNKER SAIGON

'GEN ABRAWS (MACV FuD)

ZEM
&—5-g—R—F T MAC #2063 EYES ONLY

1. A DOCUMENT DATED 9 FEB, PROBABLY WRITTEN

3Y RANKING CADRE OF MR.5, WAS TAKEN FROM SENIOR
CAPTAIN PHAN.DUY DAI, A SENIOR MILITARY MEMBER OF.
THE QUANG Na¥ PROVINCE COMMITTEE CAPTURED AT ‘DaNANG.
THIS DOCUMENT IS ESSENTIALLY A CRITIQUE OF THE
ENEMY'S TET OFFENSIVE THROUGH 9 FEBRUARY.

" 2. THE FIRST PARAGRAPHS REITERATE THE .
STANDARD CURRENT CLAIMS OF VC PROPAGANDA. THE
AUTHOR CLAIMS A BRILLIANT VICTORY, -DESTRUCTION OF
1566 AIRCRAFT, HUNDREDS OF ARTILLERY PIECES, LIBERA-
TION OF TOWYNS AND CITIES AND SO FORTH. HOWEVER, THE-
REST OF THE DOCUMENT IS DEVOTED TO 4 MORE REALISTIC
'APPRAISAL OF THE -SITUATION. .

: 3. THE DOCUMENT ADDRESSESTHE TY0 MAIN TASKS
OF THE GURRENT CAMPAIGN--THE "GENERAL COUNTERATTACK"
AND THE " GENERAL UPRISING."” THE AUTHOR REFERS TO
THESE AS "T NO.1" AND "T NO. 2" RESPECTIVELY.

HE DESCRIBZS THE ANALYSIS BY THE CURRENT AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE OF MR 5 OF THE DEFICIENCIES IN CONCEPT
AND TIMING OF THE TET OFFENSIVE. : o

4, THE DOCUMENT ADMITS TO A FAILURE OF THE VC

TO GAIN POPULAR SUPPORT "...A BIZ MISTAKE." IT ALSO
ADMITS TO A FAILURE TO DEFECT RYNAF TROOPS ("MILI-
TARY PROSELYTING" IN vC TERMS), ‘AND TO A FAILURE IN
COORDINATING THT ATTACX RESULTING IN PRIMATURE
ATTACKS. . A

5. _THE AUTHOR ATTRIBUTES THE FAILURES.T

WEAKVESSESS IN BOTH PREPARATION AND EXECUTION. - HE
STATES THAT THE POPULACE WAS PASSIVE BECAUSE THEY

HAD NOT SEEN POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND ORGANIZED.

HE ATTRIBUTES MILTTARY FAILURE TO THE TIMIDITY OF

MAIN FORCES WHO SHOULD HAVE BEEN.USED FOR "CLOSE
ATTACKS,™ 1.E., IN THE CITIES. THEY STAYED "OUT-

 SIDE" AND FAILED TO "SERVE THE IMPORTANT POINT.”™

EXECUTION OF THE OFFENSIVE WAS "STAGGERED" BECAUSE

SOME UNITS DID NOT RECEIVE -Ao DELAY ORDER FOR "N DAY."

. (THIS IS OUR FIRST INFORMATION EXPLAINING THE 24-

"HOUR DIFFERENCE 2ETWEEN MR 5 ATTACKS AND ATTACKS
ELEYHERE.) THE AUTHOR CLAIMS THAT "MILITARY -

: PROGELYTIVG“ WAS SYELL DEVELOPED," BUT LNCOORDIMAT?D.

4, -,
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. uR s AMAL?"I OF THE ov?RALL STRATEGY
CONSIDERED THAT THREE OPTIONS OR "CIRCUMSTANCES" ARE NOW
OPEN. '

A. CONTINUE WITH ATTEMPT TO GAIN POPULAR
UPRISING ("2T™.

B. GET GENERAL COUNTERATTACK PnOPEEDING
"TO SOME DEIGREE" AND THEN TRY UPRISING AGAIN.

: C. GET GENERAL COUNTERATTACX UNDERUAY
WITH GENEZRAL UPRISING STILL NOT POSSIBLE; RETREAT,
CONSOLIDATE AND TRY AGAIN AT 4 LATER DATE.

THE AUTHOR S5TATES THAT THERE WERE A FEW CASES .IN
WHICH THE CEVE“AL UPRISING WAS PROCEZEDING, E.G.,
TaM XY, AT SAIGON AND- HUE, THE SECOND "CIRCUM-
STANCZEZ" PERTAINED, I.E., GENERAL COUNTERATTACK AND
GENERAL UPRISING,. IN MOST AREAS, HOWEVER, THE .
THIRD CIRCUMSTANCE, GENERAL ATTACK AND NO UPRISING
OCCURRED. . - ‘

7. MR 5 CONCLUDES THAT STRATEGY MUST BE BASED
N THQ FIRST CIRCUMSTANCE. THE "GENERAL UPRISING"
MUST BE ACHIEVEID WHILE RELATIVELY STRONG FORCES
Cf'I'IL]_. EXIST, RURAL BASES ARE INTACT AJD ADMINISTRA~
TION STILL VFFECTIVE. SPECIFICALLY, MR3 ADVOCATES
KEEPING UP TERRORIST ACTIVITY IN TRE CILIES
RESTORING GUERRILLA WARFARE OUTSIDE THE CITILS, AND
LAUNCHING CONTINUQUS WAVES OF BIG ATTACXS. POLITI-
CALLY THE NEW FRONT ORGANIZATION SHOULD BE CONSOLI-
DATED AND EXPLOITED. THE PROBLEM OF PREVENTING A
DROP IN MORALE IS TO BE CONSIDERED "IN A CRITICAL
AND CONTINUOUS MANMER™ BY POINTING OUT RECENT
EVENTS AS VC VICTORIES AND EXPLAINING THE RECENT
ATTACKS IN THE COMT&XT OF A SERIES  OF EVENTS.

8. . OUR ASSESSMEZNT OF THE DOCUMENT CARRIES THE
USUAL HAZARDS OF TVTLRJ“ETLVG THE TURGID COMMUNIST
STYLE OF EXPRESSION. FURTHER, IT SHOULD BE
‘NOTED THAT THE D“CUﬁENl EXPRESSES THE VIEWS OF BUT
CNE IMPORTANT HEADQUARTERS; MR 5°S ANALYSIS MAY NOT
PDTVAIL IN THE OVERALL nuPVALUATION THAT IS

CERTAINLY UNDERWAY WITHIN THE ENEMY LEADERSHIP.
V"VE?THVLVSS WE FIND THESE POINTS PARTICULARLY
SIGNIFICANT AND FAIRLY CLEAR:

Ae "T NO. 1", THE GENERAL COUNTERATTACK,
AND "T NO.2", THE GENERAL UPRISING, WERE TO BE
"SIMULTANEOUS, NOT CONSECUTIVE. IT IS NOT SO CLEAR
.WHETHER THE XHE SANH, DMZ, AND B-3 FRONT ATTACKS
WERE TO BE PART OF "T NO, 1."” WE BELIEVE FROM
OTHER EVIDENCE THAT THEY PROBABLY WERE; THE LACK OF-
SEPARATE TREATMENT OF THOSE AREAS IN THE DOCUMENT
ALSO SUGGESTS THEY WERE TO BE PeRT OF THE " GENERAL
COUNTERATTACK.™ VWE HAVE NO GOOD CLUE AS TO THE
REASON FOR THE LAST MINUTE POSTPONEMENT ORDER FOR.
"N DAY", BUT IT COULD HAVE BEEN DUE TO PROBLEMS IN
QELTI\G THE NVA ATTACKS IN REMOTE ATEAS UNDERWAY.

_ B, THE ENEMY RBEALIZES THAT HIS EFFORTS
HAVE LARGELY FAILED. MR 5 SEES NO REAL ALTERNATIVE
TO CONTINUATION OF ATTEMPTS TO ACHIEVE Ao GENERAL
UPRISING AND IS WORRIED ABOUT THE EFFECT OF RECENT
EVENTS ON THE MORALE OF CADRE AND THE RANK AND FILE.
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INFORMATION

. Tussday, February 13, 1968
$:18 p. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith E, V. Rostow and Demling
have a friendly and constructive chat
with Schiller in Boan; but they are still
some distance from a hard policy on:
EEC accelerating Kennedy Round
reductioas; a full financial offset; and
accelerating the bringlag in of the new
IMF reserve uait (Spacial Drawing Rights).

W. W. Rostow

Bonn 8266

WWRostow:rln
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| DEPARTMENT PASS TREASURY AND DEFENSE
SUBJECT: ROSTOW-DEMINGeTREZISE<SCHILLER TALK
BERLIN FOR AMBASSADOR MCGHEE
{e UNDER SECRETARY ROSTOW> UNDER' SECRETARY DEMING, AMBASSADOR
. TREZISE, AND DCM FESSENDEN MET THIS MORNING WITH ECONOMIES.

MINISTER SCHILLER: UNDER SECRETARY -SCHOELLHORN2 -AND ASSISTANT
SECRETARY SCHLECHT:

'20 SCHILLER STATED THAT AN INCREASE IN DOMESTIC DEMAND IN GERMANY”A
WAS DESIRABLE AND ADVISED THE UNDER SECRETARYp IN HIS LATER

PAGE TwO RUFHOL 8266'E“0—N—fhi—irﬂfﬂT“*—f‘*—tk——
MEETING WITH: THE CHANCELLOR2 TO MAKE THIS ARGUMENT AS HIS OWN

VIEW OF THE SITUATIONc sqH~LtEH"sAEDTJHKT”tx"nAsﬁgggessgﬂv TO
THEZ vSURPLUS-WSCHOELLHORN ALSO STRESSED
S O N Ty B IS
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FEGURES, 1S- WELL -UNDERWAYw FCOMMENTs THE DECEMBER FIGURES MAY WELL
HAVE BEEN SO MUCH AFFECTED BY THE VALUE ADDED TAX AS TO BE
- QUITE UNREPRESENTATIVEo}

3o MINISTER SCHILLER ARGUED THAT Yo SWPPROTECTLOVISM ISNVERW"
DANGERQUS» HE SAID THAT DEBRE. WITH WHOoM HE HAD FLOWN FROM NEW
DELHI TO PARIS,» HAD SAID THAT IF" THE Ui S ¥OOK "RESTRICTTVE
‘MEASURES ON. TRADE.- ACCOUNT, FRANCE ‘WOULD NOT RATIFY'THE KENNEDY
ROUND@!SCHILLER*ADDEDWM HE SCHOCKED—ME—“ E° THEN READ A qENTENCE
FROM THE PRESIDENT'S ECONOVIC“REPORT SAYING THAT PROTECTIONISM
1S NO ANSWER TO THE UeSe BALANCE OF PAYMENTS PROBLEM

. 49 IN COMMENTING ON THE DEBRE. CONVERSATION, SERTLIERZSATOETHATM
HE:-F-OUNDrHIMUHARTERINGON> 5 DREG .

So ON UNILATERAL: KENNEDY ROUND ACCELERATION, NHICH THE UNDER.
SECRETARY' MENTIONED' ASIONELSRECTRICETHING WHT CHETHE: E&xm&uﬁT

PAGE THREE RUFHOL 8266 —0—N~F—1—Df NP4t~

DO+TO BE HELPFULy~SCHILLERRESPONDEDTVERYIPOSTTIVELY  IHOWEVERY
IN THIS CONVERSATION WE- MADE:NO ATTEMPT~TO: “DEVELCORESPECTFICS
{OF -WHAT -GERMANS MIGHT, DO« -

6 THE FINAL TEN MINUTES WAS SPENT ON OFFSET5 stHTLtERPSTREssaojr

THE HELPFULNESS. OF~THE-BUNDESBANK—IN. THE~GOUDEPOOLTOPERAT IONSAND'

OTHER MoNETARY‘MEASURES ~OF: .RECENT- MONTHS® HE NOTED, HOWEVER,

®¥HAT FREE RESERVES OF DOLLARS NOW ONLY AMOUNTED TO ABOUT DM 5
BILLION AND CLATMED THATZOFFSETON* M OREPTHAN_HALF THATIAMOUNT

wouLo BE VERY DIEFICULTo LIKEWISEs A TWO-YEARVAGREEMENT. WOULDP BE
DIFFICULT s HE-CONTENDED THAT MULTILATERALISMIHADTDOUBTEULS

MERIT IN DEALING- WITH; THEDFFSET "PROBLEM« A

7o DURING CONVERSATION» SCHOELLHORN SAID THAT BUNDESBﬁNK"ﬂAS§
"GIMING SOME: THDJGHT»JONDIVIDINE UP. rJNANCBALﬁNEUnRAELZATPON
REQUIREMENTs ACCORDING TO THIS PROPOSAL» BUNDESBANK wOULo ‘COVER
PART OF GAP BY BOND PURCHAsESp WHILE PUTTING UP REMAINDER 'TO
GOVERNMENT TO COVER BY BOND PURCHASES OF: rTs owN (PRESUHABLY
BY" APPROPRIATION). TﬂfgjlsmﬁlRSEEf\l,u~fl' EETHISE

ARE TUNABUER ITeme







INFORMATION

Tussday, February 13, 1968 ~- 4:20 p.m.,
Mr. Presidont:

I belleve you will wish to read thls summary of information on the
ARVN. In short:

-=- They were about 40-50% streagth on 2§ January because of
Tet lenves;

-= They may now be back to about 75% of stremgth;

-= There are still some soldiers who have not been able to get
back to their uaits, particularly la IV Corps;

-- Komer ls workiag on getting pacification going again;
-~ Woesty has lesued an excellent order in the same direction,

The full text that follows will give you a more precise feel for a
somewhat uncertain and lacomplete picture.

W. W. Rostow

cec: Mr, Clark Cliffodd
General Maxwell D. Taylor

WWRostow:rln
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

CM-2973-68
13 February 68

1

MIMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW

SUBJECT: Status of RVNAF

1. The attached report represents a compilation of
information on the status and general condition of RVNAF
through 12 February. The information on which this report
is based is, of course, fragmentary and therefore must be
considered extremely tentative in nature. General
Westmoreland has requested a complete report on RVNAF
units by 29 February. By then, the situation should have
stabilized sufficiently to obtain a better picture. This
report will be provided to you when received.

2. In addition, the information set forth below was
received in a late message from General Palmer.

a. ARVN

(1) Advisors in II, III and IV CTZ's rate
all maneuver battalions as combat effective. On the basis
of information available at this point, most of the units
were at about 40-50 percent of strength on 29 January because
of Tet leaves. Reports indicate that of those personnel
present for duty when the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army
(VC/NVA) offensive started, their alert posture varied
from no preparation at all to those units in Pleiku and
Kontum Provinces which were fully prepared for an enemy
attack. At this point in time the consensus seems to be
that ARVN units are at about 75 percent of strength.
Soldiers are finding it difficult to get back to their
units because of transportation problems, especially in
IV Corps.
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(2) Advisors report generally that ARVN

units, though understrength, performed as well or better

than was expected of them. These units took the brunt of

the initial attack against the urban areas and in many of

the smaller cities they were able to keep the enemy from
taking control. It is significant, however, that in all

the larger province capitals which came under attack, as

well as in Saigon, US forces had to be employed. Dalat,

the only major province capital in which US forces were

not used, is still in dispute as of this morning (12 February).

(3) The leadership of ARVN during this
crisis cannot be completely assessed. There have been
actions in which units were aggressive and decisive. 1In
others, leaders have been criticized for lack of aggressive-
ness, and some commanders and province chiefs were relieved.

(4) Commanders of US units tend to report
less favorably than advisors on the combat actions of
ARVN units in their area. This is only natural.

b. RD and RF/PF. Information on pacification in
the countryside is necessarily spotty because the focus
has been first on defense of cities, emergency actions, and
recovery measures. Now that the crisis has passed and
communications no longer are loaded with 100 percent
operational traffic, district advisors have been instructed
to urge district chiefs to move forces out beyond the
confines of district towns. Ambassador Komer has directed
a quick assessment of the territorial security situation,
to include locations, strengths, current missions of RF/PF
units, RD support battalions, RD cadre teams of all types,
National Police Field Force companies, province and
district police and Provincial Reconnaissance Units. The-
first assessment is to be submitted by 15 February.
Ambassador Komer is also taking steps to recover the
pacification initiative. General Westmoreland's message
to senior corps and province advisors states: "Wherever
the tactical situation is so justified in your judgment,
US advisors at all levels should exert maximum advisory
pressure to get RVNAF moving out again to resume its
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territorial security role. RD battalions should be returned
to their areas soonest, RF/PF should be urged to seek out
the enemy, and RD teams should return promptly to their
assigned hamlets. Otherwise a major pacification set-back
could occur largely through default.” Current information
indicates more than half of the 55 RD support battalions
have been withdrawn for defense of cities. By and large,
RF/PF are defending their outposts, securing district towns,
and maintaining guard of bridges and critical installations.
In many cases, RF/PF are reinforcing ARVN battalions to beef
up low strengths resulting from Tet leave and the continuing
inability of soldiers to rejoin their units. For the most
part, RD hamlets have not been objectives of VC Tet actions.
MACV's efforts to assess conditions accurately and in

detail should produce a reasonably accurate picture soon.

3. As a matter of further interest, General Vien is
reported to be encouraged by the absence of VC penetration
irito RVNAF units; the generally effective performance of
ARVN division commanders; and the number of troops that
are voluntarily reporting into various headquarters from
leave status to take their places in provisional units
while awaiting return to their own organizations.

&L T Ll

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachment
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REPUBLIC OF VIEWNAM ARMED FORCES RVIAF

1. Pre-TET Situzction

Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN);combat forces prior to TET
consisted of 120 Infantry, 20 Ranger, nine Aifborne, and six Marine
Battalions. The operating field strength of the infantry battalion,
that is the number of troops that could be put in the Tield to figﬁt,
averaged about 400. Since the averége operating strength desired was
450, the pre-TET strength of ARVN forces was somewhat less than deﬁired.

A battalion with an operating field strength of 450 would have an over-

all authorized strength of about 650-T00:

2. Strengths During TET

a. RVNAF commanders had authority to gfant.leaves up to 50 per
cent of the assigned strengths of their units. Accordingly, the
operating field strengths of many battalions at the cnset of TET
dropped to an average of 200. In a few instancés, a-unit éommander
knew an attack was cdming in that area and did not graut leave for
TET. Eattalion strengths in these cases remained at 400 or at 500
if 2 renger or airborné battalion.

b. At least in some divisions, ARVN troops began to return to
their units on 3 February. For example,‘inlﬁhe Tth Division, it was
reporved that 250 troops returned on 3 beraury and 100 more oﬁ the
4th. In oné case,:Go Cong, they were formed into a provisional
reaction company. ‘How general this-return.éf troops to their’units

has been is not known.. .
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3. Reductions in RVIAF Strengths

a., Casuwaltiies During the TET Offensive

Reported casualties for ARVN units. for the period 291800

January to ‘101200 February consisted of 1,900 killed, T,135 wounded,
and 86 missing in action.

The total of approximately 9,100 casualties represented about

~three per cent of the total ARVN force.

b. Desertions

There have been few reports received of desertions or defections.

ements of the ARVN 45th Regiment in Ban Me Thuot may have Jjoined

.the Viet Cong; troops in ARVN uniforms and in vehicles of that unit

fire@ on & US civilian compound, and the Communists claim the defection
of parts of that unit. No information is available to confirm Commmnist
claims of defections of elements of the 1st Division in Hue, or of
troops ig Ba Xuyen Province; however, due to the confused situation in
Hue, their claims cannot be either coafirmed or denied and remain
"possibly true." Various Government of Vietnam (GVN) officials have
mentioned defections by individual officers assigﬁed to headquarters

and support units in the Saigon area, but details on identifications

and circumstances are lacking. In Sa Dec Province, however, the VC
reportedly occupied a number of outposts (presumabiy Regional Force

(RF) and Popular Force (PF)) in rural areas, and Liberation Front
flags were reported flying

N



over them. Also in that province, RD cadres reportedly '"melted away."

‘In Chau Doc, some officials reportedly doffed their unifomms when the

VC entered the city, but put them back on after the enemy was driven
off. There is almost no information avaiiable on the status of
RVNAF elements at the district village, and ﬁamlet ievel, where the
Ve havg beén active in several provinces, nor on the status of RVNAF
(RF and.PF) elements on leave in rural areas during TET. These

elements would seem to be vulnerable to local VC propaganda claims

of success,

4. Performance During the TET Offensive.

a. Although the data are incomplete, reflecting the fragmentary
reporfing, the effectiveness of RVNAF in combating enemy attacks
during this period vafied markedly. 1In genérai, the data réfléqt a
mixed situation, with GVN forces reacting aggressively énd‘cburégeously
in some areas, but ineffectively and with malfeasance in others. No

clear-cut geographic patterns are evident, except that most reports

.of ineffective performance come from IV Corps. Generally, however,

the reaction of GVN forces seems to have varied in direct relatiom to
the professional, competence and performance of their leaders.

b. Leade;ship'ag_the national and Corps levels apparently was’
effective. General Vien himself was reportedly being steady and
dedicated, and the Commanders of the Rangers and Na;iongl Police
effecﬁively led their forces iq the Saigon fighting.. The III Corps

Commander;lGeﬁérél-Khang, reportedly performednwell, but the I Corps .

o b, 4y
b Y R an
i Chidsi:

¢ . s e S . .

. . a o - . . . . o emet peeigrs
- A e By et e ie et AV erem o - v e !



-~ - R N
- v ok M Y
‘\"‘.".".‘ P A LA
3 PN ol
.

" var e W I DR §

Commander, General Lam, has been implicitly critfcized for an overly . :

defensive posture in I Corps. The 22d and 23d Division Commanders

in II Corps reportedly had their troops on alert during TET, and had

restricted TET leaves; there are indications, however, that this alert
was not fully honored in at least one province (Khanh Hoa).
c. At lower levels, the Commander of the 24th Special Sector

(Kontum) reportedly performed very poorly, drawing criticism for his

preoccupation with his personal safety and for the destruction caused by

his heavy reliance on.armor. The Province Chief in Ba Xﬁyen feportedly
became hysterical and lost control; and the Chief of Quang Tri Province
was ineffective. _ The Kien Hoa Province Chief, however, reportedly
performed creditably even after receiving news that his family had been
mufdeéed by thé,Viet Cong in Saigon. In Binh ihuan, the Province Chief
and his Police Chiéf squaﬁbledland blamed each other for deficiencie§
in security before the attack. The Kontum Province Chief reacted quickly
and effectively, demonstrating excellent 1eadership.. The Thua Thien
Province Chief was forced to hide for- several days whenfifbiet Cong
éccupied his house. The Quapg.Nam Cﬁief was quite‘effective in
organizing and directing his forces and in attempting to maintain civil
morale, No Specific reports have been received én other officials at
that level. |

-é. The alert posture of RVNAF élements varied, but seems to have
been generally.adeqdage,lconsidering theif'normallstandards observed

during the TET holidays. Major.déficigncies were noted in Chau Doc °

oo,
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Province, where defenses apparently were totally telaxed for TET.
Quang Ngai forces, omn the'other hand, reportédly were not granted
TET leave.

e. Some ARVN. infantry units were effective in managing to resist
repeated assaults of the enemy. However, it was reported that other
units, after initial pindown by sniper £ire, maneuvered only slightly
or not at all, but called ih‘armor or armed helicopter strikes often
resulting in heavy volumes of fire being directed into civiliaﬁ dwellings
causing resentment against RVNAF troops. The initiallreaction of
RVNAF and other security elements to the Viet Cong attacks were generally

described as fair to good with the notable exception of the forces in

~ Vinh Long, Chau Doc, and Sa Dec Provinces. There was no organized

resistance to the attack in Chau Doc, and Rangers in Vinh Logg were

slow in reacting and unagressive afterwards. In Sa Dec, provincial
authorities initially "refused to operate." Considerable confusion was
reported in the eariy defense of Vinh Long. ARVN units in Ba Xuyen were
reported ineffective. In Phong Dinh, the reaction was slow but once

the troops rallied, they displgyed exceptional bravery and esprit. Out-
standing defensive performances were recorded by AﬁVN units in An

Xuyen, Khanh Hoa, Dinh Tuong, and Kien Hoa. A lack.qf planning and
organization was reported, however, in Kien Hoa.

f. ARVN's performance, after the initial enemy attacks were

. repelled and the cities were secured, seems generally to have lacked

aggressiveness. In only a few Provinces (Quang Nam; Quang Ngai, and
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Dinh Tuong) were there indications of reasonably aggressive pursuit

and a determination to maintain pressure on the enemy. In Quang Tri,
ARVN units reacted slowly to attacks on district towns near the province
capital, and their tactics tended to maximize property damagé. "Qver-
reaction“ or excessive destruction vwas reported in other areas, including
Kontum, Vinh Long, and Chau Doc. In IV -Corps, ARVN forces were generally

described as passive, unaggressive, and preoccupied with defensive -~

" rather than offensive -- operations, except in those areas where US

troops were brought in to assist in clearing the prdvincial capitéls.

In one instance, the presence of US forces was described as "electrifying"
in its impact on ARVN. The ARVN Ttthivision‘(colocated with a brigade
of the US @th Division in My Tho); however, has had itsktroops out on

operations during the past few days.

5. .Current Situation

a&. There afe few feports indicative bf current RVNAF c&mbat
effectiveness. " In Quang Tri,concern has been expressed about dwindling
ammunition, gasbline, and other suéplies and the absence of resupply
movements from the'beleaguered lst Division headquarters in Hue. Reports
on casualties in individual unité have been rare. In two instances

ARVN units are reported at considerably reduced strength; one battalion

* reinforcing Vinh Long reportedly had only 96 men, while another

‘battalion in Chau Doc reportedly had only 200 men present for duty of

an assigned strength of 600. Many units are considerably beiow strength

because of the épbarently ﬁidespread disruption_of'communications‘and
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transportation facilities which probably has deliyed the return of

" troops from TET leave. Moreover, the psychological impact of the Viet

Cong offensive may add to the normally high AWOL and desertion rates

associated with TET. -

b. There are virtually no reports'spécifically describing RVNAF
morale as other than fair to ‘good. Other indicators -~ lack of

aggressiveness, indiscipliné in the form of looting and pilfering -~ nqzer’

'suggest that morale has been shaken to some extent. Moreover, some

officérs have expressed concérn at the lack of US military support in
certain areas, and others have repeated rumors prevalent among the

civil populace alleging US coilusion iﬁ various forms with the Viet Céng.
Vietnémese Marinés figbting in Saigon have expressed QFssatisfaction
with the US M-16 rifle, ancgiﬁg it is inferior to the AK~47 automatic
rifles with which the Viet Cong are equipped. Thiskc0ncern has nbt'

been re#orted elsewhere, but other RVNAF elements, not so well-equipped

‘as the Marines, may be once again apprehensive over their relatively

limited firepower as they were when they first encountered enemy unit§
armed with fhe new family of 7.62-mm small arms in 1964-65. The
Vietnamese Marines have also reflected concefﬁ.with the-apparently
plentiful supply of B-40 and B-41 rocket launchers in the hands of
Viet Cong units in Saigon; they have also been used extensively in
othe; areas and may havé advérseiy impréssed other RVNAF elemépts.

‘c. Popular reactions. to ARVN performance_have been mixed. 1In

two instances (Quang Tri and Khanh Hoa), thé populace reportedly




"indicated gratitude or appﬁeciation for ARVNfs performance. ;n most
areas, the people are reported to be confused, frightened, traditionally
passive or non~committal, while in other areas.(Quang Tri, Phan Thiet,
Long Khanh, Vinh Binh, Vinh Long, Ba Xuyen, and Chau Doc) the popular
‘reaction has been generally unfavorable to RVNAF. A mixture of these
reactions has been reported in the Saigon-Gia Dinh area; Criticism of
the RVNAF‘ranges from complaints about the lack of security to bitterness
at the allegedly wanton destruction of property. 1In several areaé
(Vinh Long, Ba Xuyen, and Saigon) looting and pilfering by ARVN and
police elements has been charged. |

d. There are.no unéommitted RVNAF forces in RVN at this time. At
present, four RVMAF battalions are.technically listed as uncommitted.
- In’point of fact,in each Corps tacfical zone oﬁe battalion is held as
a reaction force.

The RVNAF response- to the current emergency situation is summarized

~ in the battalion mission assignménts as of 29 January and 10 February.

29: January 10 February
Combat Operations. 62 90
Security . | o 24 ; 29
Training"' 3 : b
-Reserve .15 _ B 4
Pacification st L .32
TOTAL - . 155 - 155

n



e, An assessment of ARVN battalion effectiyencss at this time

. is complicated by several factors: the reduction in strength of

approximately 9,100 troops killed, wounded or. missing; the aftermath

of the TET holiday leave situation (3,000 have been given trans-
portation back to their units, many others await transportation); an
untabulated number of unauthorized' absences steﬁming from TET leave;
and continuing'recruiting problems. Using a criteria of a minimum of

60 per cent personnel present for duty constituting an effective unit,

RVNAF battalion effectiveness is indicated as:

ARVN Infantry (120 Battalions) | ‘ : * Effective
Ranger (20 Battalions) ' ' : * Effeétive
Airborne (9 Battalions) : 4 Effective
VN MC (6 Battalions) ' o 6 Effective

* Battalion strength breakdowns for ARVN Infantry and Ranger

Battalions are not available at this time, but based om authorized

- strengths, the over-all per cent for duty level on 7 February was: ARVN

Infantry 50 per ceat, Ranger 43 per cent. As of 7 February, the

avefage present-for-duty strength of RVNAF Battalions was:

Authorized Present
ARVN Infantry o 639 320
Ranger | 755 320
- Airborne - . : 836 | ' 350
we - S a6, s00

As an example of unit strength deficiencies;_the 9th Airborne Battalion

., - - ,
. L N
9. N

N " - A4
. * - ¢ . s . - . o
[ . . .

e nl_.’\‘r.:__g—:v;u.
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present for duty totals range from a low of 157 ﬂb-aﬂhigh of -500 out

© of the authorized strength of 836.

f. In sum, in view of the incomplete information available it
is difficult to generalize with confidence. It does appear that most
ARVN units reacted reasonably well to the initial attacks, Sus-
seqﬁently there seemed geﬂérally to have been a lack of aggressiveness,
and somc breakdowns in discipline were reported. Although morale ;nd
confidence seem to héve been shaken, morale does not appear to have
collapsed. Because of the disruption of communications, RVNAF units
are probably not well infofmed of the situation and thus susceptible
to the same rumors_ that seem to be upsetting the éivil populace. Thus
their vulnerability to Viet Cong propaganda has ﬁrobably increased. All
factors considered, some ARVN elements would seem to be il}-pfepared for
sustained or renewea pressure without a respite for several weeks or

even months, and some in isolated areas operating without close US

support might disintegrate, However, many of the units can be

expected to still give a good account of themselves.

10
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o
~FOP-SECRET Tuesday, February 13, 1968
4:00 p. m.

EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT

Mr, President:

You should know:

General Taylor again raised the question of whether we should hold
Khe Sahn, He believes we could protect the coastal cities of I Corps further
to the west.

(Incidentally, we now have in the Situation Room a terrain map that
suggests how tough the situation is there. You may wish to drop down and
see it.)

If we decide to pull out, he believes we should not pull out when Khe Sahn
is under maximum seige, but sooner ~- to upset the enemy’s plan by moving
west after he's dug in, emplaced his guns, and then has to follow westward.

He does not recommend we iastruct Westy to get out.

He does recommend:

-~ another round of guestioning of cur Khe Sahn strategy, led by yourself;
-~ on the basis of that, the raising of any questions we may have

in a way that dossn't leave Westy fesling either out on a limb or
mistrusted -- but, perhaps, with nore flexibility,

If we did such a thing we would, in my jadgment, require a plan to
ath=~1- Wi famea ot ~em ioftiative, at a time and place of our choice.

W. W. Rostow

“TOP SEGBRET - EYES ONLY

Pr ifo
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Tuwesday, Feb. 13, 1968
3:45 p.m,
Mr, Preasldent:

You may have forgottea ocur attempt to get
Senator Curtis last Saturday.

He was in a plane all afterncom; but Paul Waraks
nafled him ten minutes befors he made his

speech.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment (A/SecDef 10 Feb 68 memo to WWR)
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
" WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

IN‘IIINA"ONAIL SECURITY AFFAIRS ] 0 Feb rua ry 'I 968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. W. W. ROSTOW £—

As you requested, | called Senator Carl T, Curtis (Nebr.) and reached
him at 6:20 p.m, at the Booth Hotel in Independence, Kansas. | re-
ferred to UPIl 51 and said that | wanted to be sure that he had the
facts before he made his proposed reference to the PUEBLO incident.

| explained to Senator Curtis that Secretary McNamara had never

said that the PUEBLO was not at all times in international waters
and that, on the contrary, we had every reason to believe that the
commanding officer of the PUEBLO had followed his clear instructions
to stay a minimum of 13 miles from North Korean land. [ suggested
that it would be a disservice to Commander Bucher for anyone to
imply that he had disobeyed these instructions.

Senator Curtis said that he was making no such implication but that
he was referring to ''press accounts'' of Mr. McNamara's comments on
'"Meet the Press.'' | agreed that some of the press accounts might
have been misleading, but this was no basis for attributing to
Secretary McNamara a statement that the PUEBLO was not at all times
in international waters. | further explained that Secretary
McNamara's remarks had only referred to the fact that, because the
PUEBLO was in radio silence from January 10 to January 22, we will
not be able to prove conclusively that it was in international waters
throughout that period until the commanding officer and crew of the
PUEBLO are returned.

Senator Curtis reiterated his reliance on the press accounts and
said that the matter had been discussed in Congress on Monday. |
again suggested that the press accounts were not justification for
attributing to Secretary McNamara a statement he had never made and
requested that the Senator consider the facts that | had given him
before making his speech. He said that he would do so.

' %RN KE
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INFORMATION

Tuesday, Fobruary 13, 1968 -- 3:35 p.m,

Myr. President:

Herewith a detalled account of the effect of weather on enemy

operations In I Corps. I have marked the critical passages. It comes
to this:

~= The enemy prefers to conduct operations in the Westera DMZ
{Khe Sanh area) In the period of the northeast monsoon and transition
(November-May).

=« The enemy prefers to conduct operations lu the eastern part
of the DMZ2 during the period of the southwest monsoon and transition
(May-October).

His present plans seem to eavisage operating from now forward
at both ends of the DM Z; for example, just now a report came in of a
secoad regimest putting itself in a position to attack the somewhat
wobbly city of Quang Trl on Route 1, which is near the coast,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rla
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SESRET

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
3:30 P. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith cables from Vance and
the preposals of the South Koreans
which are, evidesatly, a maximum
position Cy will have to whittle down.

W. W, Rostow
Seoul 4207

Seoul 4208
State 114006 to Seoul

WWRostow:rln
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JUNITED STATES OF AMERICA WILL- INDIVIDUALLY AND JOINTLY TAKE ~ & . . |
P T T L UL
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{INGEDIATE COUNTZR-ACTION AND/OR EFFECTIVE PUNITIVE MEASURES, - & . ©

s, - ;
UNDING TC. AND COMMENSURATE WITH SUCH ACT OF GGR=SSIO o NS

[~

i . 2, TEE GOVERNMEINT OF ThE UNITED, STATES SHALL EXTEND TO THE 'i' o

REPYSLIC UF XUREA FOLLOWING SPECIAL MILITARY AIDS AND EXPAND AND .
STRZNGTHEN THE FACILITIES RELATED THERETO: . S

“.“THE SPECIAL MILITARY AID UNDER REFERENCE SHALL .+ R
: BEZ CGRANTED APART FROM THE ORDINARY ANNUAL- ;_ e S
mILITARY AID, OF U.S, FISCAL YEAR 1968 AND - - - .. % R -
THEKEAFTER WILL 0T BE LESS THAN THOSZ OF ULS. .- .0 . "7 -
FISCAL YIAR 1867, _ A o
;. AUGHINTATION OF SIX (§) PHANTON FIGHIER-" = '\ .7° ' % 7
BOMBER SQUADRONS OF THE REPUSBLIC OF XOREA . ."n'ir o 7 b

,- AIk ORCE AXD SUPPORT THEREFOK: LT e R o
GV ULS. FY 1968 ... TWO (2) ‘SQUADRON .1;3145 Cerliwlo s res T Ty
. U.5. FYISES I uxuo €2) SQUADRONS = ol Jlesivon '
TULSL Y I8TE, 0 (Z) S”UADRON:, IR ' &

- - + .‘: s _ \ I ".
: Lot ~SEEREE— e L T TS
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4, SUPPLY UF SNALL ARMS AND EQUIPMENT FOR- - =~ oo <~ 0 7700
ILLION (1,440,500) NEN OF THE VETERANS . © . 7 7% -

RUALUS 4203E/ 2-sﬁﬁ A 2 T
FY 1$8¢ .- FOUR HUNDRED THOUSASND C4B6,686) LY
FY 1569 - THREZ HUNDRED THOUSAND (312,538 ~ .-
FY 1975 . TH?L;'hUN RED Thoucnua (322,802

ThZI UNITED STATES AIK FORCE IN KOREA ShALu f‘
XPAND AND AUGHENT THE EX&SLIAG UNITED
ATES 41k FORCE BASES.IN KOREA, AND CONSTRUCT

(I8 KOREA DURING THE SANE PERIOD (FY 1968- 197¢>. T

VERS f’z NT. OF THL U;»IT:D SlATES oF Auc.RluA '.'"LL
» AND CBTAIN THE CONSENT OF, THE GOVEZRNMNENT Or -

OF XOREA, PRIOR.TO MAKING ANY SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE
MZNT OF MEN AND EQUIPNMENT COF THE ARMED FGXCESS

[ATES hITHIN THE. REPU:LIC O¢ KOREA O CLOSE THZRET

‘f.' '- .'r«'--~": s

ooy

C U o
o
-

O el OO0

PAGE 3 RUALOS “4288E/2 S—i R BT - ‘
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOf '£4, AND THE SECRETARY
TATE 4ND THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES ARE
WZREZY DESIGFATED. TO REPRESINT TREIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNNENTS AT
JGINT DEFENSE COUNCIL TO SE FORMED AS AN ORGAN FOR COWSULTAT
i TAE NATTERS AS PROVIDED FOR IN ARTICLE II OF THE SA D BEF:Y
REATY, THEY WITL MEET REGULARLY AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR FOR Tn:
S0VE PURPOSE, WHILE THEY NAY MEET FROM TINE TO-TIXE AS NaY 3%
REQUIRED. ‘ DU o R
FOR TE eovsaxms&Ii F;:as,&s#uaplc{dpyxoaéa“” o
FOR TE GOVERNBENT Fo7IHE”RzPU3LIC_os{xosEA:ksici';'“
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~'I‘he following Language has been cleared and may be useful to you in - %

| Workmg up Joint Communique Wil'.h Koreans: f - L 5 z

. G/Zti ‘P'resnient Park recelved Mr. Cyrus R. V:ane, Special Envoy of the z
T k President of the United States of America o February 11 and February 12 _." «a
.f.'-1 968. Conversatlons between Pre51dent Pa.rk and Mr. Vance were carned {é
o k .on in the presence of the Mlmster of Forelgn A:fairs, the Mmlster of .i‘i. _ ; §‘
T .Natlonal Defense, and other high officials of the uovernment. ) The ' % .' ;
. American Ambassacor William J. Porter and General C H. Bonesteel " ' %

L .:. Comma.nder-—m—cmef of the United Ntttlons Command also partlc1pa.tec; . 3

Presuient Pa.fk a.no. ‘VIr. Vance fquy exchanged views concerning C |
the extremely grave situation that has msen as a result of the increasingly 3 i:;»

_ gi‘essive and violent actions of North Korea over the last fourteen months i _
: , ©in molaaon of the Armistice Agreement and most recently the attack | 5
i "fmnﬁfsnserger g |58 _1;:;;;;;;;;;;:;;:::;*_.,;;‘, U - The m‘s;crm ‘
o ag}"ém M, Read; - I e DOD/Mr W Wa.rnke (drait)%’a L
w e Y spepmen oL Mr. Aldzien (drait)?@/ v 1.
gomosan R .
.1 S . Rt . .- e
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~sEcREE—
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directed at hie Presmenua.t Mansmr and the seizure of the USS Pueole. Tney |

agreed that these actions of the North Koreans must be condemned b'y all civilized .

peoples. They a.lso agreed that these aggressivé'actions seriously jeopardize the o

securrty of. t.he area a.nd per31sted in can lead to renewed hOStlhdeS in Korea.

' "“1ey agreed that a peaceful solutlon to these problems snould be souqnt in accor-

dance with the prmcrples of the Umted Natlons Cnart_er, but if the aggressmn con-

'

o tinued, the two countries Would need to consider what action should be taken under

tne Mutual Defense Treaty between m the Umted States and the Repuohc of K’orea.

3. Pres;dent Park and Mr V.ance reainrmed the commltment of the two countries - |

¥

- to undertake immediate consultahons be_tween themselves and with other govern—

- ments in the event the security ox' the Republic of Korea is threatened. 'I‘ney noted

’ the extraordmary mea.sures which had been taken w1thm the last few Weeks to

!

}
1

s e b mrm ¢ e =

b

- GP-3 B R P T . RUSK

\

strengthen the Korean and Amerlcan forces in the area so as to lea.ve them i m a

state of readiness to deal wrr.h any contmgency which mlght arise.

4. ‘The President _and‘the United States Presidential Envoy also discussed the

mammer in which the additional '$1oo million of the United States military assistance

-

»

S

to the Republic of Korea recommended by Pres:.dent J ohnson to the United States Cimagm

Congress shoula be allocated to best enhance the capabllity of the Korean mhtary

forces to de.f.end thelr homeland.\ Unqte:
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INFORMATION

SECEET |

Twesday, February 13, 1968
11:50 a. m.

My. President:

Herewith Amb, Bunker indicates
that he would welcome a brief visit
from Cy Vance; but he points to certain

problems and suggests how they would
be handled.

W. W, Rostow

Salgon 19196

WWRostow:rin



Depdﬂmem of State E’Eﬂ;{g :

LT

"STATE GRNC

BT °
-4}++4+4ui+:;3Ataon 19196 ,

EYES ONLY FOR THE SECRETARY rnom 'BUNKER el
NODIS . - o e ;

BASIC EXPLANATION SKOULD BE A VERY SIMPLE ONE, WAWELY THAT .
. " ‘ . ' . .\-‘; ,!.' )

'iPAGE 2 RUMJIR (9196 SECMEt— o
. ISINGE_HE WAS IN-THE-AREASTHE.PRESIDENT-ASKED HIN-To" STOPBY~

KIS 'PERSONAL APPREGIATION: OF-RECENT- FUFNTQ°HTR91 THE-CURRENT .

~“PAST WEEX OR S50, AND NO MATTER NOW-TRE-YISIT~ISTHANDLED 1%

0 1311082 FEB 68 N ¥ 7:51 AM

Q0 RUEHNG ' RECRETT g
IEHG ST ©tete™ ot CONTROL: "3868 {
DE RUMJIIR 19196 8441117 REC'D.. ¢ FEB 23 1968 E
ZNY sl:)Jv.S . A ) Y : i
]

vy

'RFF: STATE 113539

'-, I~ SEE NU’INQHPERABLE PROBLFMS”ABOUT‘SUCH?A VISITﬂiNﬁfFRNS
- QF, THE -GUN OR-VIETHAMNESE "‘OPINION, "PROVIDED: - UANCE*S'= - :

BEEN PLAYFD HERE™AS THE™ @DUCT OF & CRISIS. IN US/ROX

Fi AMEMRASSY SAIGON S e
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE . 6526

t -

actm et fnam

1o 1 wOULD WARMLY WELCOME A BRIEF NISIT TO VIETNAM BY
‘CYRUS VANCE FOLLOWING HIS CURRENT KOREAN VISIT. 1 HpVE
TALKED TO GENERAL UYSTMOREL#ND WHO JOINS ME IN THESE VIEWS

e EAn N RS A T8 A A e | e A
N “ - . o, B

e e

VISIT IS CAREFULLY: PLARKED AND: EXPLAINERswle BELIEVE THE  * |

4 . . % . L

i
3

SAIGON. TO. TALX. WITH-THE -TOP- GVN LEADERS- pND-GENERAL-WESTMORE R
LAND alD MYS ELF..1N. ORDER: ‘T0 G IVE~THE--PRESIDENT THE BENEFTT=0F=:

—

B v AL Ny e -‘t

Al

ISITUAT ON,  AND - "UIUBE PROSPECTSs VANCE'S VISIT TO KOREA HAS

RELATIONS AND. WE_SHOULD-BE-CAREFULETOCAVOTD-ANY=IMPLICA~ -
JTION- -OF<"CRISTS® OR MAJOR DIFFICULTIES IN VI“TNKM{“EITREHZ&
WITH. THE~GVNVORwJN-BROADLRMFERMQvWTHEmMORF ROMEINETT AD, -
"IﬁFORMATIDNWGPIHERJNG = THE: VIS&IWCAN BEmNmDEWﬂJHE’BETTFPQ

_3. YOU SHOULD HAVE IN.MIND THAT THE ANERICAN AND FOREGIN.
PPESS CORPS HERE HAS BEEN GREATLY AUGMENTED DURING THE

W SR

' .
wu- [APCE v AU S TR el

1

UUPUING.Y SRR

WILL, RECIEVE JREMENDOUSTNEWS PLAYw HO-MATTER WHAT-WE SAN..

THER E7-WIkL~BE A-CERT AT N-AMOUNT. OF READING /CRISIS".LINTQ. THE
W1S 1Ty BUT- 1. BELIEVE. THAT -wE~CAN. COPE MITH THIS 'IN TERMS OF
VANCE'S OWN STATEMENTS, AS WELL AS OUR BRIEFING OF THE PRESS
HERE IN ADVANCE-OF "HIS ARRIVAL. VANCE'S ARRIVAL REMARKS AND.
ANQ%ER&S T0 PRESS QﬂERIES AT THE- AIRPORT WILL PROBABLY BE, THE

e,

B e ——
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PAGE 3 RUMJIR 19196 8—F€&REF =
" BECOMES ONE,

A, HAVING 1N MIND THIS PARTICULAR POINT L~RnCOﬁmrunwrnnwwwtﬂﬁ“?kn

THE ANBOUNCENENTOF HIS ARRIVAL UNTIL ABOUTI24 HOURS REFORE
HELTS DUE "RERESBWE WOULD MANT TO INFORM THE TOP LEADERSHIP |
OF THE GUN, HOMLVER, &5 soou-rﬁ.s:wraWDEc:m10‘3@1-’5-“:9\14“05"FDPE’MM
TO -COME v ONCETTHAT DECISION IS MADE"1-WOULD™APPRECIATE RE=F
CFIVING..AUTHORIZATION-TO TALK-WITH THLEY AS-SOON ASTTZ CANTSEE:
HIM, _ SINCE.HE-IS- SPENDING MOST OF THIS WEEK-~TRAVELINGTWIDELY: -

.-TH°OUGHOHT THE~ COUNTRY:: ANDHE-MAY. BE RATHER- DIFFICULTTTOTRACHa

DOVH-ON SHORT--NOTICE. I wOULD PLAN TO EXPLAIN THE VISIT TO HIM
VERY MUCH IN THE TERMS DESCRIBED AMOVE, EMPHASIZING THE

PRESIDENT'S DESIRE TO HAVE p& DIRECT PFRSONAL APPRECIATION OF THE -

SITUATION AND A REPORT ON THIEU'S OWN THOUGHTS ABOUT HOW WE

MIGHT SE OF ASSTSTANCE TO THEM IN HELPING THEM SOLVE THEIR PRFS-

- ENT PROBLENS ARD MOVF'AHEAD._,

3, CONSIDfRATJUN“NTGHVﬁKLSD»<EMGTVEWT¢623AVIﬂG~NpNCEEBRING’Wiﬂﬁk

Py

ﬁgﬂlm AwMARNWPFRSQﬁALmLETTFR“URENESQKEEmﬁhmﬁﬂPﬂﬁRTAANDxENCOUR-

‘ .

!PAGE 4 RUMJIR 19196-G-F-G'R—T"1"" '

*AGEMES vT--FROM THE-PRESYDENT,~DESIGNED- “FOR -PUBLICATION UPON. .
2DFELIVERY PROVIDED THIEU DESIRES THIS« I SUGGEST.THAT ANY SUCH
MESSAGE OR LETTER CONT#IV’PRAISF FOR™THZ GVNTS ANDTTHE .
RVNAF 'S _PERFORMANGE- UND’R"EXTRFMELY’DIFFICULT CONﬁiT}GNS,N
JEXPRESS-QUR DESIRE -TO-BE--HELPFUL -INZWHATEVER WAYIWE CaN-TO

'THE- GUN, AND NOTE_THE-QPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY THESE DEVELOP~- -

LMERTS, If TERMS OF. MORILIZING AND PIULING TOGETHER THE.NATION-
ALIST SPIRIT OF THEVIETNAMESE. NATION -AND-PEOPLE~A™ REAFFIR¥e~

{TI0N OF- OUR. GENERAL--COMMITMENT- T0- THE-FREEDOM ‘AND- INDEPENDENCE . .

OFﬁviiTNAW FOULD:BE AT NATURALPARTZOF ZANY "SUCH COMMUNICATION,

.6, I8 TERNS OF THE VISIT ‘ITSELF, I-RECOMMEND- THAT- 11 BE BRIEF, °

"AS PROPOSED IN REFTEL, I-WOULD- THINK THAT TwO. TOTHREE  DAYS
WOULD BE: ADEQUATE s2THIS WOULD ALLOW ONE FULL DAY IN SAIGON FOR
BRIEFING ON THE U.S. SIDE AND MEETINGS WITH THE TOP LEADERSHIP
:0F THZ GVN. ANQTHERCFULL DAY MIGHT BE DEvOTEDmTo«AmﬁhggwaR&P
TOVARIOUSEd-CORPS AREASANY REMAINING TINE wouLD
*vs DEVOTED TO FINAL CONSULTATION IN SAIGON. .

7o AS. YOU INDICATED IN YOUR NESSAGE,,mfﬁw,,'w 3

FO s e hem e ---\c.-. et om e .4‘--4 ;:vu RO

. s sy
DEST ' VEHICLE 'FOR DEALING WITH THIS PROBLEM REFORE IT ACTUALLY O
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PAGE, 5 RUNJIR lQlQG-S’E—C_R"E‘T“

FHRIH‘R EXCRIGE 0F VIEWS OV QUESTIONS “THAT -VANCE- WILL Vhﬂ&mﬂ}

PHR°HV WITH BOTH 'WESTMORELAND AND “ME, A§-WELL AS WITH..
STRE GUV TN TERMS OF TALKS WITH THE GUN, SUPPLEMENTING
THE MAIN THEMES CONTAINED IN ANY NLSQAGF FROM THE PRES]-
DENT 0 1 TRHINK W& wOULD WANT TO LAY EMPHASIS ON A NUMBER OF
POINFQ UHICH I HAVE BEEN MAKING TQ PRESIOENT THIEU DURING
THE PAST Tv0 WEEKS AND ON WHICH I BELIEVE WE ARE IN BROAD
AGREEMZNT, THESE WOULD INCLUDE: AY-THE-IMPORTANCEOR:
MATNTAINING -ACONSTITUTIONAL ~GOVERNMENT ANDI CONSTITIONAL
.PROCPSS7S. AMHILE RECOGNIZING:THE NECESSITY-FOR--CERTATN -URGENT
SECURLTY., MEASURES3--8) THE-OPPORTUNITN-OFFERED -FOR:THE NATIO o
AUTST GAUSFK IN.VIETNAM-PROVIDED--THE-GOVERNMENT- EXHIBLTS--LEADER

“GUIPTAND IMSPIRATION FOR THE PEOPLE,7WHILE RECOGNIZING THAT- mﬂ
DO NOT EXPLCLMIRACLE&- C) THE. Irmmmmn OF-RAPIDLY-RETURNING

COPDITIO“S TO--AS' CLOSE~TO-NORMAL™ AS POSSISLE AND: MOVEINGHHEAD
WITH. PRIORITY PROGRAMS ALREADY AGREED BETWEEN™JS; D) -OUR:s .

MILLINGNE S. TO -ASSISTIN “EVERY"WAY. WE CAN IN URGENT" RELIEF”RNDEE

RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS, SEIZING THE OPPORTUNTIES THAT RECENT
JEVENTS OFFER FOR IMPROVING LIVING AND HOUSING CONDITIONS

‘FOR THE PEOPLE IN THE DESTROYED ARERS, @mm«mw
'FIQA'JGIALWANDHEGHMGALwA‘ -CONSTDERABLE-MEASURE .

PAGE 6 PUNJIR 19196 -S~E—6—R—E-F— '
THIS MIGHT ALSO TNVOLVE INCREASED-ASSISTANCE IN. TERMS-Of:

.:IMPROUED JILTITARY--EQUIPMENTFOR-THE- SUPPORS‘OF“THF*RUNPPZ

RF/FF _AND POLICE FORCES TO:MEET THEIR -INCREASED NEEDS-AND
gf@ LOMPENSATE FOR THE ‘SUPERIQR WEAPONRY 0F~¢HE LNEMY.

‘CREATED - rOR us - BY V.S, PUBLIC PFAC?IONQ TO RECENI EUE&IS HVRE.

PARTICULARLY THE- PRESSURE-QF-CRITICS WHO FEEL THE.ENEMY MAY - S=—=m=us

'HAVE. GOTTEN_THE UPPER HAND—PSYCHOLOGIGALLYwASvTHE RESULT--OF
THPIR ATTACKS,.ONCE AGAIN HE™COULD STRESS THE NEED FOR BROAD
“.NATIONALIST COOPERATION AND IMAGINATIVE LEADERSHIP RY THE GVN
"AND THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY TO COUNTER THIS JMPRESSION, F)xIT

wOULD ALSO~BE—USEFUL--TO--MAKE~T-HE-GENERALTPOINT TOETHIED- THbF
YT TH THEZENEMY'S MAXINUM USE OF-HIS-RESOURCES-FOR~THIS-RECENT
SWLUT10~WIO~VIEINAﬂ ~ANDNOTHING~SHOULD BE-DONE- OR=GAID-WHICH>

TMIGHT STAND INTTHE .WAY-OF-FRUITFUL: TALKS ORNOTHR AQCEPlﬂBtE
1}. ANS: TOXTRISEND 3

8, THERE ARE A FEW VIEWS WHICH OCCUR TO US AT THE MOMEENT
‘aND WZISTMORELAND AND T WILL TRY TO ELABORATE ON THEM AFIER
.RECEIVING FURTHER COMMENTS FROM WASHINGTON, SPECIFI-
CaLLY, WESTMORELAND WILL WISH TO DISCUSS HIS OWN URGENT
.REGUIRENENTS WHICK HE SUQMITTED IN HIS TLLEGRAM OF .
"FEBUARARY 12, BU\KER 1

. N
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Tuesday, Feb., 13, 1968
11:45 a. m,

Mr, President:

I asked Ben Read who, in State, had talked

to Pucinski. Ben said that the story is
perfectly straightforward. Last Wednesday,
Sect. Rusk briefed a good many members of
the House in one of his off-the-record moraing
sessions. He stated that there had been an
emissary in Hanof.

Macomber reports that Pucinski decided he
would be "doing the Administration a favor”
by revealing this information imparted to him
in confidence. No one in State told him he
could do this.

W. W, Rostow

P.S. Sect. Rusk spoke in response to a question
from Representative Carey. The Secretary
indicated the emissary was "foreign. "' Repre-
sentative Carey is now calling into the State
Department to find out what results we had

from the emissary.
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Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968
IOP-SECRET 11:30 a. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Bus Wheeler's supplementary rgpori :
from Westy. ' '

Westy's chesriag up a bit,

W. W. Rostow

TOR SECRET attachmen (CM 3007-68 13 Feb 68)

\}



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301

CM-3007-68
13 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland

1. I conferred by telephone with General Westmoreland at
0800 hours. In addition to the brief of operations attached
hereto and his ninth report on the Khe Sanh area which has
already been provided to you, he provided the following comments
on the situation:

a. A rallier from the 812th Regiment of the NVA 324B
Division, currently located south of Quang Tri, stated that
enemy propaganda to North Vietnamese troops emphasizes
four points: (1) 80% of South Vietnam has been liberated by
the enemy during the Tet offensive; (2) the war will end if
every man and unit put forth maximum effort; (3) the
ARVN is deserting to the enemy in large numbers; (4) the
United States has no more troops to furnish to the South
Vietnamese conflict.

b. The situation is looking better to him in all areas.
US Marines had a heavy contact during the day near Hue,
and the 1st Cavalry Division had a heavy contact north of
Hue. He does not have details of this action as yet.

c. The Soviet model 120 mm mortar was employed
yesterday near Can Tho in the Delta for the first time.

d. Dalat has been cleared of enemy forces.

e. Enemy elements still hang on in the Citadel in Hue.
The third of the three ARVN Marine Battalions which will
replace the ARVN Airborne Battalions in this actidn will
move into Hue tomorrow. The situation in the Hue area was

~0
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better today enabling air support to be employed; the
forecast is that the weather will be better tomorrow
also.

f. In Saigon, small enemy groups continue to be

encountered in Cholon, but there appzars to be no
organized resistance. There have been sporadic con-
tacts with enemy groups of 20 to 30 men to the north of
Saigon.

g. The C-130 which was darha.g'ed by enemy fire while

delivering supplies in Khe Sanh has been repaired and
flown out. This was a gallant, dangerous, and tough
effort because the repair crews had to work all night with
lights shielded in order to avoid enemy fire.

h. The Riverine Force moved by water to the vicinity

of Can Thoyesterday afternoon (Saigon time). Its objective
is an enemy force south of Can Tho. He ordered this
deployment in order to demonstrate that US forces are
helping the ARVN in the area because VC propaganda
directed at the population has stated that US forces

have joined with VC forces to destroy the ARVN and over-
throw the Saigon government.

i. He is employing additional barrier sensors and

gravel in the Khe Sanh area. Preliminary information
indicates that this effort is being helpful.

2. General Bruce Clarke and Mr. Frank Mayborn of Temple,
" Texas, met with General Westmoreland yesterday. Both seemed to
be impressed by what they had seen.

3.

He regrets that I cannot come to Saigon and visit with him

now; he hopes that I can come later when things have quieted down
so that he can discuss the over-all situation with me.

4. General Westmoreland raised with me rather diffidently the
quantity and the detail of reports being requested of him from
Washington. Back channel traffic has been extremely heavy and




- ™

duplicative requests for information are frequent. A recent request
for much detail to be on the wires from his headquarters at 0400
hours in the morning is requiring him to change his reporting cycle
in order to honor the request. He expressed the hope that, except
for the daily telephone conversations with me, requests for
information can be handled through the NMCC in order to preclude
duplication and reduce volume. Note: The NMCC has constantly
opened and manned at both ends a voice circuit to the MACV Combat
Operations Center as well as a teletype service.

EARLE G, WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

PS. Badvetoorts suit Lo aAeres
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Operational/Intelligence Briefs

A lull in significant miiiterv activitv continues
in all Corps areas. Determined enemy pockets are still
holding out in Hue and Saigon.

I CORPS TACTICAL ZONZ: On 1l February, 12 nautical
miles Nortnwest of Hue, elements of the lst Cavalry Division
received 100 rounds of 82-mm mortar ‘fire. Losses -- US:

3 KIA, 28 WIA.

Khe Sanh Combzit Base received 32 rounds of
60/82-mm enemy mortar fire. A US Marine company outpost
also received 5 rounds of 82-mm mortar fire. Losses -- 2 US
WIA.

An ARVN 37th Ranger Battalion patrol engaged
an unknown size enemy force 500 meters Southeast of Xne Sanh
Airfield. No further information is available at this time.

House-to-house fighting continues in Hue in an
effort to eliminate enemy resistance. .

On 12 February, a Highwav 1 bridge 11 nautical
nmiles Northwest of Da Nang was destroyed.

Cn 12 Pebruary, 6 nautical miles Northeast of
Quang Xgal, eiements of 2 US Army infantry companies engaged
&2 enemy force of unknown size. Losses -- US: 1 KIA, 4 WIAa;
VC/NVA: 78 KIA, 3 detained.

23 small-unit contacts were revorted. Losses -- US:
1 XIa, 12 WIA; VC/NVA: 31 KIA, € detained.

II CORPS TACTICAL ZONE: A US Army airborne company
engaged a reinforced enemy company 7 nautical miles South
Soutnwest of Ban Me Thuct., Losses -- US: 2 KIA, 20 WIA,
6 MIA; VC/NVA: unknown.

III CORPS TACTICAL ZONZ: On 1l February, 17 nautical
miies tast Northeast of Saigecn, a US Army iight fire team
mace contact with an enemy force of unknown size. A US Army
piatoon and 2 ARVN companies reinforced the fire team.
Losses ~-- US: 10 KIA, 4 WIA; ARVN: 4 XKIA, 3 WIA;

VC/NvVA: unknown. '
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INFORMATION

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 - 11:15 am

Mr. President:

The Economist coatinues to be the best
balanced, conlest commentator on the Battle
of Vietnam,

The marked guotation from Napolson ls
highly relevent. As supply movements down
the Laos traile indicate, they are golung to put
thelr stack into the 1 Corps offensive. We'we
got to be ready to do the same.

W. W. Rostow

The Economist |
The Battle Decides
February 10, 1968

WWRostow:rln



Never claim that a battle is won or lost when three-quarters
of the fighting is still to come. The men who fight wars know
better than that. They lcave it to the armchair strategists to
announce in March 1918 that this time the Germans really
have broken through in France, or in September 1950 that
the Inchon landing has virtually wound up the Korean war.
The history of war is studded with battles that didn’t end the
way they started.

The armchair strategists arc now having a ficld day with
Vietnam. But the fact is that the great battle which opened
on January goth has run only a fraction of its coursc. By
Thursday General Giap had not yet committed himself at
Khe Sanh, up in the corner between the demilitarised zone
and the Laos border. His North Vietnamese regulars, using
tanks for the first time, have overrun one outpost manned
by South Vietnamese irregulars. Thosc tanks must be worry-

ing the Americans ; cven a few of these surprise arrivals can -

do a lot under cover of the monsoon clouds. But it is taking
Gencral Giap a long time to make up his mind for a go at the
main American position at Khe Sanh. Nor has the fight for
the towns reached an end. General Westmoreland’s forces
have reoccupied most of the coastal cities, and part of the
citadel at Hué. The Vietcong is still holding out in parts
_ of Saigon, and in a number of towns in the southern delta
and the central hills. The full evidence is simply not in yet.
It will not be in until 20 or 30 scparate actions, probably

including the set-piece slogging match at Khe Sanh, have

been fought through to a finish. And until the evidence is

in, hasty political conclusions are hostages to the battle itself.,

The conclusion the North Victnamese and their allies want

1 The Bat.le Decides

General Westmoreland is hard pressed, all right—
but can North Vietnam and the Vietcong pull
"a political victory out of their military gamble?

-accepted by some pcople without demur,
-have plainly done very well. Their attacks on the towns have

people to draw is plain enough. They are claiming that,
whatever happens in the towns and at Khe Sanh, they have
as good as won the war. By carrying the fighting from the
countryside into the towns, they say, they have destroyed
such credibility as the South Vietnamese government wen
from last ycar’s clections. The quarter of South Vietnam’s
population that has been living in the relative security of
the towns will be so frightecned of arother attack that it
will be ready to pack the whole thing in. The allies, having
been challenged in the towns, will conclude that the slow
but stcady gains they have been making in the countryside
since 1965 have been wiped out. They will reckon that the
clock. has been pushed back three whole years or more.
And the Americans will feel so depressed that they will wash
their hands of Vietnam and go home.

This is the communist claim, and it has already been

The Vietcong

turned out to be something considerably bigger than a
diversion by suicide squads to pull American troops away
from the confrontation at Khe Sanh. k is still unlikely that
it was the other way round—that Khe Sanh is the actual
diversion—if only because it has not diverted anything very
much. The Americans secem to have moved no more than
one brigade of troops from farther south to support the
beleaguered marines in the north. No matter: there is no
dodging the fact that the move against the towns caught the
allics unprepared. i

Yet there is something curious about the communists® claim.
What they are claiming is essentially a psychological more
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than a military victory. They are saying that this battle will
force the allies to reassess their autitude to the war, and they
arc saying it before they know how the battle ends. This
-suggests that the communists arc not at all confident that
‘they are going to get the best of the present test of armis:
that they suspect they may neither take Khe Sanh nor hold
the towns.” It reinforces the belicf ‘that they are staking a
great deal onan attemapt to rattle the allies into making
concessions beforc the fighting has yiclded its own verdict.
It is rather as if the Kaiser had announced carly in his March
1918 offensive that France and Britain now had no choice
but to negotiate on his terms.

But this is not how wars are decided. The war in Vietnam
is unusual in many ways. It is a strange combination of
guerrilla tactics and science-fiction technology ; it is unique in
the fact that it is being fought out under the television
camera's eye. -But for all that it is going to be decided by
the criteria that govern how all wars are won or lost: by
who holds the ground ; by who suffers the fewer casualties ;
by who can replace his casualties best. Sooner or later in
every war onc combatant, measuring it in these terms, decides
that he has had enough. And it is by these criteria, not by
premature claims of victory by either side, that the present
battle will have to be judged.

There are two things in particular that are worth pointing
out. - The first is about the towns. If the ailies succeed in
clearing the Vietcong out of the towns—and they must, if
they want to keep the upper hand—the situation the retreat-
ing guerrillas leave behind will not be what the communists
claim it will be. The Vietcong will have intimidated many
people. They will have demonstrated that the towns are
no havens of security. That is a score to them. But they
have not managed to whistle up any sign of the * general
uprising ” they called for, except in the Chinese township
of Cholon (which is an odd achievement for a movement
that claims to be a Vietnamese nationalist one) and perhaps
in Hué too. And the frightened townspeople they. leave
behind will not want to see them come back. It is often said
that the allics’ sweeps through the countryside turn the
local people against them. The people who say that cannot
now say that the Vietcong’s sweep through the cities will work
any differently. People who want no more than to keep the

~war out of their homes will go along with whoever is trying to
‘ward the other side off. It is the old war rule: what counts
is-control of the ground.

The second point is about the situation in the countryside
“after the towns have been cleared. It is a grisly near-certainty
that Vietcong execution squads have-'taken ‘their chance

THE LCONOMIST FZERUAKY 10, 1468

during the confusion in’ the towns to kill a lot of village
officials and a lot of the young idealists who work in the
Revolutionary Development teams. It will be another score
to thera. But against this must be sct the swathe that the
town fighting has cut through the Vietcong’s ranks. Thre
allied cstimates—25,000 Victcong dead by Thursday—are
doubtless oo high. They presumably include many civilians
found in the ruins, as well as guesswork by platoon com-
manders who haven'’t the time to stop and count. But even if
that figure is halved the attackers’ casuelties have been
enormous. :

The Vietcong have put something like half of their avail-
able main-force units into this offensive. It was probably the
betier half, and included many of the North Viemnamese
who have been sent south to stiffen the already baticred guer-
rilla battalions. Half this attacking force will very likely never
get back to base. That would be the equivalent of nearly a
year’s local supply of recruits. This grinding in the town
‘battle is bound to tell if the war goes on. It will affect the
Vietcong’s hold on its own part of the countryside as well
as its’ ability to move back into the arees it has lost in the
past 18 months. The communists can make these calculations
too. They presumably made them in 1965, whea an attack
on the towns would have been much easier because they
were stronger and the Americans were weaker. The fact
that they are doing now what they refrained from doing in
1965 is another reason for thinking that they are now betting
very heavily indeed on pulling a political victory out of a
military- gamble. . :

Napoleon said that providence is always on the side of the
last reserve. President Johnson is playing his Far East crisis
as cool as he can : in Korea (see page 26) as weli as Vietnam.
Mr Wilson, visiting Washington, does not need to urge any
restraint on him. But there has been a twouch of something
close to mysticism .in what somc other people have been
claiming. They have decided that the communists are in-
vincible because their reserves are limitless and they can go
on raising new armies as long 2s they like. Marxists who
believe that people are neatly divided into *the people”
and 'a handful of oppressors may accept this. Non-marxists
are under no obligation to believe anything of the sort. And
if the North Vietnamese themselves believed it, it is odd that
they should have risked so much on this cataclysmic push for
a quick decision. Life is more complicated than that, and
so is'war. What is at stake now in Vietnam is not whether
there should be negotiations, or who should tzke part in them.
It is whether the communists should come to the negotiating
table claiming the right to name their terms. That will be
decided by the battle—and not just by its first few days.




Tussday, February 13, 1968
10:38 a. m.,

Mr. President:

Herewith nine questions you may
wish to use at lunch today.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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QUESTIONS F-IATED 0 THE CALL-UP OF RESFRVE UNITS

l. Why im 1% neeessary to call up reserve unite at this time?

8. To be ready for further reinforcement of Viet-Nem?
b. To be resdy for other contingenciss outside Viet-Mam?
S. 7o reassure alligs such as NMATO %0 whom we have militery commitments?

To contribute to our overall deterrent posture by adding %o our
visible -tnqun in being?

2. How large should the call-up be %0 satisfy the foregoing requirements?
Clnth-elll-whdhintuh-dhymhdniuanlndwuoninmom
garrisons in Europs or Korea?

3. Wiy is it mecessary to eall up individual reservists at this time?
Can't it be avoided or postponed? If nod, how many must be sslled? VWhen?
From what sources?

k. What will happen to the reserve units and individuals called up?
Vhere will Shey go? How long will they serve? Are the necessary housing,
equipmant, and Sruining facilitiss ready for them?

5. What are the budgetary implications of these actions?

6., Vhat must Ls requested from the Congress? Yhmt can be avoided or
delayed?

7. Vhat will be the manpowsr requirementa for maintaining these inocreased
forcea? Vhat will the effect be on draf$ ealla?

8. Vhat will be the domestic and international resctions to these
decisions?

9. How should our decision be explainsd to the domestic and intermetionsl
public? What shounld be the timing of our statement?

February 13, 1968



INFORMATION

CONFIDENTIAL-

Tussday, February 13, 1968
10:10 a. m.

Mr. President:

Quang Tri is a quite exposed city
in I Corps.

This report -~ llke others --
shows it centinues to be wobbly.

V. W, Rostow

TDCS 314/02654-68

~CONFIDENRTIXL

WWRoatow:rla
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CITI TDC35-314/02854 ANCE) 5 e
RTP52%.0LASS !
COUNTRY: SOUTH VITTNAHM — .4 L)
SUZJICT: SITUATION REPORT IN I CORPS -
| AS OF 0900 HOURS ON 13 FLBRUARY '
£22:
SCURCE e
" 156e)
C 3400

MARY: CONDITIONS WERL QUIET WITHAAJCONTINUING . .
x:axaz ‘D"UJ IN I CORPS. ONLY SNMALL-SCALE-ENEMY ACTION WAS’

RIPORTZD. NCORALE "HAS-DECLINE D'“W‘qUﬁ\u TRI“CITY”KS”B%’

Ra3ULT OF RUMORS THAT.THZRE ARE VC- INSIDL‘THE‘CIIY‘

- 502 TRAT NY8 UNITS 4R MOVING TOMA?D THE®= CIIX,.MQSIEYLUNLRU:.;
OTHZR FACTCRS WERE THE 11 FEBRUARY ROCKET “ATTACK ONITHE : CITY,.W.LCH
CC537T NG LIVEZIS BUT PROVED THE ENEMNY CAN STILL ATTACK;”AND JTIHE -
DZPARTURT ©F THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS EMPLOYED ‘BY THE AMERICANS.

I¥ DANANE RZISIDENTS HAVE FORTIFIED THEIR "HOUSES IV MANY
INZTAN EVEXN THOUGH THE PRESSURE IS AT:LEAST. LEMPORARILY

0r ARE CCNCZRNED THAT BUDDHIST UNREST WILL® e

=i LIFTING OF THE CURFEW, ALTHCUGH .THERE :IS:NO

TVIDINCI THAT THE BUDDHISTS ARZ PLANNING ANY ACTION.%i LEAFLETS
RTCOVIRED IN QUANG TIN ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION OF -TKE" ALLIANCE
T3% PTACZ AND DEYOCRACY AND APPEAL FOR NEGOTIATION WITH THE
NTL3V TOC RESTORT PEACE. AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT FROMIQUANG TIN.
JLLIZZS THAT A.VC CADRE:-SAID.THAT -THE -SECOND: AND:.

THIZD PEASZS OF VC ATIACKS WILL BT FRON 202 :FEBRUARY.-TO
agg;auggawsaqm MARCH_TO - IQY.R;SPECT TLYS JEND SUNMARY.

5 12 FEIBRUARY FRET WORLD AND ALLIED*FORCES MADE: A
THZ RD AREA IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE;’RESULTING SIN 12
a4, ONE A" RANKING OFFICER'OF: THE*80BEH-VCaMAIN- FORCE-B TTALION,,
10 THE'STH NVA 'REGIMENT. BEFORS-DAWN A;FORCE or
SIZE YAS BEING ENGAGED WEST OF AIVIU wITH“UNKNOWV
3 "TTHE ENEMY IS STILL EXERTING PRESSURE- ON : _.....
_INIS OF COMMUNICATION, MOSTLY BY INDIRECT..FIRE- ATIACKS.
—HAI- LANG DISTRICT HZADQUARTERS. RECEIVED A-BLV: MORTARLRAUMNDS
YITHOUT SUFFEZRING MAJOR DAMAGE. QUANG TRIZCYLY: 5
SUIZT NIGHT.
' 2. BY 11 FEBRUARY ‘IHE MORALE OF 'IHE - PEOPLE :INQUANGEIR
P20VINCE HAD BEGUN TO DETERIORATE WITH RUMQRS OE-M( €§§INSID§h‘HE
" ZITY, & ROCKET ATTACK ON THE CITY, ALLEGED MOVEMENIOF:NVA -
TEZ30FS5 TOWARD THE CITY, THE DEPARTURZ OF THIRD: COUVTRY‘NATIONALS

A 1 - i

(TILIZINGS) WHO WORX FOR THE AMERICANS, AND<CONTINUED iVC
CONTROL 0? PARTS OF HUT CITY. ON 11 FE3RUARY.THE “PROVINCE -
CHIEE 02DERZD A DAILY 1400 TO 0590 HOURS CURFEW. IN_QUANG' TRT
CiTY *T0 CONTROL THE POPULATION.” THE PROVINCE. CHIEF

AND MDST ARVN AND GVN OFFICIALS HAVE A PASSIVE ATTITUDE, "AND "
IN THE FACE OF REPORTS THAT TRIZU PHONG DISTRICT WAS TIC BE -
ATTACKED, THE VIETNAMESE LITEZRALLY JUST FILLED MORE SANDBAGS,

GIVING IN TO THE IMEVITABLE.

\



_..--.__; uuuuu e ML ULAD HRAVL J.NULCA 539
THAT THE VC WERE GOING TO DISGUISE# IHEMﬂ:ggK“-‘"%% i
LRVN SOLDIERS, AND SO FORTH TO-:INFILTRATERETH ‘umag
THERT IS HOWEVER, NO EVIDENCE-THAT::MANYHHA ﬁda —n s
AND REGULAR .POLICE CHECKS OF:POPULATIONEMOY NI ﬁvmg RNED
'UP RELATIVELY-FEW’ SUSPECTS;E“ENEMY;ROCKEx‘ﬁﬁ -'m NTo
THE CITY ABOUT 0130 ON 11 FEBRUARY, RLSULILN“‘ GNES IN?URIES,
BUT THE DAMAGE TO THE MOVIE -THEATRE WAS® Dﬁamaxgc,ygpaﬁg,ﬁa
THE CITY WAS STILL NOT SAFE.'# THERE" WERE~HUMOR&3gﬂggEEFMj
REZGIMENT WAS MOVING FROM WEST OF .AITU AIRSIRIP: é@g ARD!
QUANG TRI CITY. THE S5TH WAS SUPPOSED ;TO:BEAQNE:
THE UNITS (MISSING PORTION) :ON.TWO occaszou_waumoPs
CF NVA UNITS IN OTHER AREAS VWERE ‘SPIKED . WHEN%ITQWAS
LZARNED THAT U.S. TROOPS HAD BEEN OPLRATING'EDR IWQ&DAYS&IN

TN DAV NG, ALTHOUGH THE PRESSURE IS TLMPORA% :
CITIZLNS HAVE BEEV SﬁNDBAuGIhG _THEIR- HOFES“ﬁND-

’Z %g‘

SAID THAT THE PEOPLE ANTICIPATE ‘BUDDHRIST | UNRES |
CURFEW IS LIFTED. WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN'NOZREFOR
BUDDHISTS ARE PLANNING SUCH MOVES, CONCERN'EROBAB
ZXPZCTED AFTER THE DISRUPTION OF THE .1966*BUDDHIS
4 VNQDD MENBER HAS STATED THAT IT 1S VERY;DIFEICULTAT
JUD3E THE ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE., ‘AREANDTS IALKING
VS2Y MUCH AND EVIDENTLY ARE KEEPING THEIR,OPINIONS MTO,
TEENSILVES. BEGINNING ON 13 FEBRUARY THECURFEW ‘INDANANG'
IS RSLAXED FROM .0800 TO 1200 HOURS, GIVING ;THE. PEOPLE/:FOUR
#)RS FOR BUSINESS AND SHOPPING. .
5. IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE THE VC MORTAREDZ6TH'ARVN
ZIIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS THE NISHT OF 12/13:FEBRUARY:
Z QLD USAID COMPOUND IN TAM KY CITY RECEIVED.TWO :B=40
CYZT ROUNDS AND OHE MORTAR ROUND OF UNKNOWN:CALIBER.
TEERE WAS SOME PROPERTY DAMAGE BUT NO PERSONAL“INJURIES..
SiSITIONS IN TAM KY AND QUANG NGAI CITY REFLECTED, A
CONTINUING NORMAL TREND. -

§. VC LEAFLETS ‘RECOVERED IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE ‘AFTER, THE
ATTACK OF 31 JANUARY CALL UPON THE PEOPLE -TO STRIVE -FOR:
22207, DEMOCRACY AND HAPPINE ss. A NUMBER OF ,VC SAFE-CONDUCT.PASSES
VIXI FOUND AROUND THE CITY. A LEAFLET DATED".31-JANUARY 71968
I3 SIGNED BY THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SARMED
FI2CES.  ANOTIER, UHSIGNVD, STATES THAT INFORMATION [FROM

:";CCRA”{ (LIEN MINH CAC LU LUONG DAV TOC VA’ HOA BINH)«
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?DIRNSA OMMAND CENTER
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g , £ 1 418 | FINAL SECTION OF. Two
4/ CITE TDCS-314/02654-68 * (ADVANCE) . -
*SEVERAL BUSINESSHMEN AND REPRESENTATIVES. OF .POLITICAL . PARTIES
' AND RELIGIONS SUPPORT THE APPEAL OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR -
" THE VWITHDRAWAL OF U.S." TROOPS AND NEGOTIATION WITH THE NFLSV
. TO RESTORE PEACE. . THE LEAFLET SAYS THAT A DECLARATION HAD
BEEN RELEASED IN HUE CALLING UPON ALL PEOPLE TO SUPPORT THE
 ORGANIZATION, WHICH WAS READ BY LE VAN HAO., .
* 7. (COMMENTs THE CONSULATE IN DANANG

.REPORTED ON THE BROADCAST ANNOUNCING THE T
" FORMATION OF THE AFLLIANCE. .. REGIONAL POLICE IN DANANG .
HAVE STATED THAT LE VAN HAO, PROFESSOR AT HUE UNIVERSITY, .
.AND HOANG PHU NGOC TUONG, A 1966 STRUGGLE MOVEMENT LEADER . .
WHO FLED TO A VC ZONE AFTER 'THE MOVEMENT WAS CRUSHED, = °
MEAD THE ALLIANCE. .TUONG AND HIS BROTHER HOANS PHU NGOC PHAN,
_WERE MILITANT LEADERS IN THE 1966 BUDDKIST STRUGGLE MOVEMENT
“ AND CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE'COMMUNIST. 'THEY ADVOCATED A
PEACEFUL, NEUTRALIST SOLUTION TO THE WAR., IN .
EARLY 1967, THEY WERE INVOLVED IN AN. EFFORT TO RENZW
THE STRUSGLE. .
REPORTED THAT HAO OBTAINED A MASTERS DEGREE IN LETTERS IN
FRANCE, WAS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE BUDDHIST STRUGGLE, -
AD WAS BEING SOUGHT BY POLICE IN NOVEMBER 1966 TO CLARIFY |
- KIS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRUGGLE.) L
8. A POLICE INFORMANT WHO LIVES IN KY NGHIA VILLAGE, = &
IN A VC-CONTROLLED AREA OF TAH KY DISTRICT, QUANS TIN PROVINCE,
REPORTED THAT ON 6 FEBRUARY A VC PROVINCIAL. PUBLIC SECURITY.
'CADRE SAID THAT THERE WERE TO BE THREE LARGE ATTACXS BY THE .
VC. THE FIRST WAS CARRIED OUT DURING THE TET FESTIVAL, THE
SECOND WILL BE CARRIED OUT BETWEEN 20 FEBRUARY AND KARCH,
AND THE THIRD WILL OCCUR BETYEEN NARCH AND MAY.
THE VC PLAN IS TO ISOLATE U.S. TROGPS IN ORDER TO LAUNCH
SUCCESSFUL ATTACKS ON GVN FORCES.'
(COANENT: NO ADDITIONAL DETAILS WERE PROVIDED ON THE
CIRCUHSTANCES OF ACQUISITION.) -
9. FIELD DISSEH: STATE USMACV CORDS III MAF 7TH AF
USARY COMNAVFORV USAID DIR/JUSPAO (MR. ZORTHIAN ONLY)
CIHCPAC ARPAC PACAF (ALSO SENT SAIGON)
REPORT CLASS 604K
peras
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INFORMATION

Tuesday, February 13, 1968
10:05 a. m.

Mr. President:
Herewith reports on Route 1 and Route 4.
Clearly, Routs 1 is not open and it will
take a sustained security effort to open it and
keep it open. Route 4 is alse going to take
some sustained effort.

Also sttached is the weather report for
1 Corps during the next 24 hours.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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éﬁ\ﬁj;}h\ THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER ? T

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 il
13 February 1968
0900 EST

NDUM FOR THE WHITE HOQUSE SITUATION ROOM

Subject: Status of Routes 1 and 4 in South Vietnam

Latest information received from MACV indicates that
atus of Route 1 betwcen Da Nang and Hue as of 2:15 AM
12 February (3:15 PM, 12 February Saigon time) is as
s

Seven bridges are reported out, trenches and road
blocks are reported in four separate locations and
culverts are blown in three places. It is estimated
that the road can be made passable in four to seven
days pravided security can be maintained.

The status of Route 4 in IV Corps area is as follows:

The road is open from the IV Corps boundary to Giao

" Duc, 63 miles southwest of Saigon, where a bLridge is

out, Additionally, four segments are closed south of

‘the river, Providing security can be maintained, it is

Distri

estimated that the road will be repaired by 15 February.

é%ﬁé . .
Qgﬂgﬁ% » SHANNON

Brigadier General, USAF
Deputy Director for
Operations (NMCC)
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KHE SANH WEAT{ER

1. Latest observation:

Cloudy. 800' broken, 1200' broken. Visibility 7 miles.
2., Forecast (by periods):

a. From 7:00 AM EST 13 Feb gs 00 PM 13 Feb SVN time) to
0:00 Fﬂ EST 13 T'eb (10:0 e time

200' obscured, visibility 1/2 mile with drizzle and fog.
Wind calm.

b. From 9:00 PM EST 13 Feb (10:00 AM 14 Feb SVN time) to
: AM E [ : 14 Feb SVN time)

500' scattered variable to broken, 1500' overcast.
Visibility 5 miles, haze. Occasional rainshowers.

c. From §:00 AM EST 14 Fob (6:00 PM 14 Feb SVN time) to
: e : Feb SVN time)

200' broken, 1500' overcast. Visibility 1 to 3 miles
with fog and haze. Wind east 5 knots.

3. The outlook for the 24-hour period beginning at 7:00 AM
EST on Wednesday, 14February (8:00 PM 14 Feb SVN time), is
for continued cloudy and little change from the above forecast,










INFORMATION

Tuesday, Feb, 13, 1968
10:00 a. m,

Mr, President:
Herewith the parliamentary response to

President Thieu's Feb. 9 proposals. Sounds
constructive, cn the whole, and familiar,

W. W. Rostow

~CONFIDENTIAL attachment (Saigon 19205)
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CINCPAC FOR POLAD
SUSJ: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REACTION TO PRES THIEU'S FEBAS SPEECH
REF: SAIGON 18731

1. ON BASIS OF A NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONSWITH DEZPUTIES AND
- SENATORS OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS, IT APPEARS THAT NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY IS BASICALLY SYMPTHETIC TO MEASURES OUTLINED BY ,
PRES THIEY IN HIS SPEECH OF FEB 9 (FEFTEL). ASSEMBLY MEMBERS
TEND TO AGREE THAT SPEECH.SET FORTH THREE SEPARATE ITEMS
SPECIFICALLY REQUIRING ASSEMBLY CONSIDERATION: 1) STER-UR"
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IN MOBILIZATION SCHEDULE$:'2) QUICK: APPRGWAL OF 1568
BUBGEY AS PHESENTED BY GVN AND 3) ALLOWING PRESIDENT- TO PROMULGATE
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DECREES Dl AREA OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE. -SENATORS AND
DEPUTIES SEEM SOMWEHAT LESS INTERESTED IN WHAT WOULD APPEAR
TO BE OLALLY IMPCRTANT ISSUES OF "STATE OF WAR", MARTIAL LAY,
AND PRESS CENSORSHIP, ALTHOUGH THESE TOD ARE CERTAIN

TO BE FULLY DISCUSSED IN COMING DAYS, PARTICULARLY IN LOWER'
HOUSE.

2. UPPER HOUSE CHAIRMAN NGUYEN VAN HUYEN HAS EXPRESSED
APPROVAL OF THIEU'S PROPOSALS RE MUOILIZATION AND SPEEDY
PASSAGE OF BUDGET, BUT IS.LESS FAVORABLY DISPOSED TOWARD
REQUEST FOR ECONOMY AND FINANCE DECREE POWER, ON BASIS

THAT THIS WOULD BE UNNECESSARY USURPATION OF ASSEMBLY AUTHORITY.
SEN NUGYEN GIA HIEN HAS TAKEN SIMILAR LINE, SAYING THAT UPER
HOUSE WOULD PROBABLY AGREE TO GIVE QUICK APPROVAL TO ECONOMIC
AND FINANCIAL MEASURES PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT, BUT ‘IS UNLIKELY
TO FOREFEIT ITS AUTHORLITY ENTIRELY IN THOSE AREAS. SENATOR
PHAM NAM TRUONG, MEMBER OF TRAN VAN DON SLATE AND

- CHAIRMAN OF PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE, IS SOMEHAT MORE WILLING
TP.G0 ALONG WITH DECREE POWERS FOR PRESIDENT. HE NOTES THAT
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH IN ANY COUNTRY USUALLY ASSUMES EXTRAORDINARY
POWERS IN TIME OF CRISIS. HOWEVER, WITH REGARD TO ECONOMY

AND FINANCE DECREE AUTHORITY, TRUONG EMPHASIZED THAT IT MUST
BE-CLEARLY LIMITED AND DETAILS THOROUGHLY SPELLED OUT. .IF THAT
' 1S DONE , TRUONG ann-:vzs ASSEMBLY COULD 60 ALONG. .

3. UPPER HOUSE ADNINISTRATOR NGUEN THANH LUONG PR”DICTS

THAT HOUSE REACTION TO PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS un.x. BE ~

SIMILAR TO THAT OUTLINED BY CHAIRMAN NUYEN, 1.E. APPROVING
STEP-UP IN MOBILIZATION, GIVING RELATIVELY QUICKAPPROVAL

OF BUDGET, BUT GM4ING AT.PRESIDENT'S REQUEST FOR DECREE
POWER. LUONS .BELTEVES BUDGET MAY BE COMPLETED IN AS LITILE AS
ONE MONTH (THIEU REQUESTED APPROVAL BY END OF FEB). WITH REBARD
TO ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL MEASURES, LUONG VERY MucH oouars
THAT UPPER HOUSE WILL GRANT DECREE POWER TO PRESIDENT,

BUT BELTEVES THAT. SENATORS WILL TRY TO APPROVE l-:cononxc

AND FINANCIAL MEASURES PROPOSED BY PRESIDENT

SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME.®
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4., MUCH THE SAMZ PICTURE EMERGES IN LOWER HGUSE. LOWER HOUSE
DEPUTYCHAIRMAN HO VAN MINH BELIEVES MAJORITY OF LOWER -
HOUSE, AS WELL AS UPPER HOUSE, WILL OPPOSEZ GRANTINS DECREE
AUTHORITY TO PRESIDENT. PRIMARY REASON FOR RELUCTANCEZ TO DO £0
IN MINH'S OPINION, ISTHAT SUCH POWER ¥WOULD BE CLEARLY-
UNCONSITTUTIONAL. HE BELIEVES SENATORS AND DEPUTIES ARE
SENSITIVE TO WEED TO RESPECT CONSITITUTION, AND FOR THAT
REASON WILL NOT GO ALCNG WITH PRESIENT'S REQUEST. HOWEVER,
MINH AGREES WITH SENATORS HUYEW AND HIEN THAT ASSEMBLY

WILL BE INCLINED TO GIVE QUICK APPROVAL TO ESSENTIAL ECONOMIC
AND. F INANCIAL -¥EUASURES PROPCSED BY PRESIDENT,

5. OPPOSITION DEPUTY DUONG VAN Ba, WHO IS IN TRUCULENT AND
PESSIMISTIC MOOD (HIS FAMILY HOME WAS DESTROYED IN FIGHTING -
IN BAC LIEUY, IS HIGMLY CRITICAL OF ALLEGED GVN SHORP-
COMINGS, -BUT ADMITS THAT GVN MUST NOW TAKE STRONE ACTION AND
MEEDS SUPPORT OF ASSEMBLY. 33 SOMEWHAT RELUCTANTLY STATED THAT
ASSEMBLY WOULD PROBABLY SEE FIT TO APPROVE PRESIDENT THIEU'S -
PROPOSALS, INCLUDING HIS REQUEST FOR DECREE POWER IN ECONOMIC
AND FINANCIAL AREAS. HOWEVER, LIKE PHAM NAM TRUONG, BA
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STRESSES THAT DECREE-MAKING AUTHORITY MUST BE CLEARLY DEFINED

AND. DELTMITED. SOMEWHAT SURPRISINGLY, HO HUU TUONG HAS EXPRESSED
SINILAR VIEVW.

6. LOWER HOUSE ADMINISTRATOR LE CONS THANH, WHO IS EXPERIENCED
AND USUALLY ACCURATE OBSERVER, ALSO BELIEVES THAT MATTER

OF . PRESIDENTIAL DECREE AUTHORITY MAY ENCOUNTER SIGNIFICANT
OPPOSITION IN LOWER HOUSE. ACCORDING TO THANH, THAT
OPPOSTTION IS.LARSELY BASED ON VIEW THAT oecREE AUTHORITY
WOULD-BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THANH BELIEVES THAT FOR SAME
REASON, THERE YILL BE SOME CRITICISMOF STATE OF WAR AND IM-
POSITION OF MARTIAL LAW, DESPITE GENERAL ASREIEMENT

THAT STRONG EXECUTIVEACTION IS REQUIRED NOW. (AS NOTED ABOVE,

—CoONFIDENTIAL—
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Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968
SEGRET . 9:45 a. m,
Mr, President:

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh daily, plus the
supply table.

You will note he plans to move to a dally
alr drop of 140 toms.

W. W, Rostow

SECRET attachment



Tuesday, February 13, 1968, 9:00 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is the ninth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the
24-hour period of February 12, 1968.

During the reporting period the Khe Sanh Combat Base continued
to receive incoming enemy artillery, rockets, and mortars. A total of 65
rounds impacted at the Khe Sanh of which 55 were mortars and five each
were artillery and rocket rounds. Six Marines were wounded as a result,

Elsewhere along the DMZ moderate concentrations fell upon Marine
elements., Mid-afternoon barrages dropped 24 mortar rounds on Camp
Carroll, 19 at Ca Lu, and eight rounds at Con Thien. While Con Thien and
Ca Lu had no casualties, the incoming at Camp Carroll resulted in injuries
to 13 Marines (nine were med-evacuated), Farther north, elements of the
3d Marines in the vicinity of Gia Linh received 35 rounds of mortar fire,
causing major injuries to four Marines. Gia Linh itself received 19 rounds
of mixed mortar and rockets with negative casualties. Finally, Lima 31 in
Operation Saline received four rounds of artillery. Damage resulting from
the days shelling was minimal, and casualties were light with no fatalities re-
corded. In total, 23 Marines were injured, 14 of whom required med-evacuation.
Other than incoming activity at Khe Sanh and bordering areas of the DMZ, activ-
ity was light with no significant ground contact reported.

Marine Tactical Air flew 65 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area,
with 16 aircraft on call. The Air Force flew 88 and the Navy flew 85 sorties,
for a total of 238 sorties flown. Bomb Damage Assessment reports 18
secondary explosions, 31 secondary fires, 9 military structures destroyed,
10 enemy killed, 1l trucks destroyed, two 37MM guns silenced, one bridge
partially destroyed. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) were run in the
Niagara area. One thousand six hundred and thirty seven rounds of assorted
caliber mortar and artillery were fired in the Khe Sanh and DMZ areas.

No COFRAM type ordnance was used.

SECRET






THE JOINT §TAFX*

- THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20301

13 Tebruary 1968
0800 EST

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

Subject:

1. The Khe Sanh Dump or Ammunition Supply Point (ASP)
status as of the above time is as follows:

Class I (Rations)

Meal, Individual,
combat
B Rations

Class III (Fuel)

Class 1V

‘.

Aviation Gas (AVGAS)

JP-4 (Jet Fuel)

Motor Gasoline (MOGAS)

Diesel
(Ammunition)
{iigh explosive

60 mm mortar

81 mm mortar

90 mm recoilless
rifle

4.2" mortar

105 mm howitzer

155 mm ‘howitzer

Anti-tank

90 mm HEAT -
66 mm rocket (LAW)

Anti-tank mines (M-19)

106 mm recoilless
rifle

«Days Supply

Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 122300 EST
(131200 (SVN)

Previous Status

b
22

on Hand .

112500 EST

122300 EST (I VN}
(TITZ0T0 SYN)
9 days 9 days
-9 days --
12 days 12 days
4 days . 4 days
4 days 5 days
$ days 5 days
15 days . 15 days
21 days 12 days
90 days 109 Qays
35 days 30 days
10 days 12 days
21 days 23 days
Rounds on hand
478 478
190 190
100 100
316 316
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SECRET-

Days Supply

Class V (COFRAM) on hand Previous Status
123300 EST 212500 EST
(TSI700 SVN) (TZTZ00 STN)
105 mm howitzer 5 days 5 days
155 mm howitzer 5 days ' 5 days
. 40 mm grenade launcher 5 days 5 days
Hand grenades .10 days 10 days

2. Early deterioration of the weather at Khe Sanh allowed
aerial delivery of only 34.5 short tons during the past twenty-

four hours.

A bDrecak out of this total reveals 24 tons of (Class

V, six tons of Class IV, one-half ton of Class II, and four

tons of mail-

off loaded.

3. The foregoing information covers the period 112300 EST

(121200 SVN)

Distribution

SELDEE
DEPSECDEF
CJCS

bJS
VDJS

J-4

J-30
J=31.
J-32
J-33

CT Force
MCCC
AR

bDO
ADDO
CCoC

PAC DIV
PAC DESK

SETRET

to 122300 EST (131200 SVN).

liicis M/‘“ —cn
- ‘\

MES A. SHANNON
Brigadier General, USAT
Deputy Director for
Operations (NMCC)
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Tuesday -
February 13, 1968

Mr. President:

Covey Oliver put out his statement
on Nixon's comments on our Latin
American policy. The Baltimore
Sun put it on the front page (see
attached clipping}, but other cover-

age was disappointing.

W, W, Rostow

Attachment
Clipping from Baitimore Sun,
2/10/68 edition,




" THE'SUN, BALTIMORE,

February 10, 1968

NIXON'S LATIN

PLAN CALLED

NOTHING NEW

U.S. Says Afiiance Is -

Already Working For
Peaceful Change

i enen. i
By NATHAN MILLER'
. [Washington Bureau o} The Sun)’

Washington, Feb. 9 - The
State Department went to unu-
sual lengths today to deal with
a statemen! by Richard M. Nix-
on calling for a peaceful revolu-

_. tion in Latin America. :
. . 'The normally reticent Covey
~''T. Oliver, Assistant Secretary

of State for inter-American af-
fairs, issued a special state--
ment outlining what the John~
son Administration is deing to.
bring about peaceful change
and with obvious irony wel-
comed Nixon “as a supporter of
the Alliance for Progress.”
- “Mr. Nixon has been out of
'the mainstream of activity for
isome time, but he has recently
begun to acquaint himself with
our activities under the Alli-
ance,” Oliver said.
“Radical Secial Change”

During a campaign appear-
ance at the:Wisconsin State
University earlier in the week,
the Republican presidential
hopeful was asked fo detail his
program’ for ‘‘revelution” in
Latin America. )

“Latin America needs radical
social change,” Nixon said. “It
needs a revolution. What it does
not need is what Fidel Castre
imposed on Cuba.”_ —

Nixen called for the opening

‘(Continued) ___ .

Selegfed by ARA/PAF for «

=

KX EITER
. !

.S. Discounts = veloping the “imner frontiers”

U S I,) sco tS. of Latin America and the In

) Latln Formula g;:]&{mi:rican ~ Development
' | » glving ‘prierity to such
(Qontinued) . projacts. e

of the still largely unpopulated ~The United States - has

interior- of the continent by con- pledged  $50,000,000 to be

structing a highway as suggest- maiched by an equal sum from

. ed by President Fernando Bela- the Latin Americans to help -

unde Terry of Peru, that would finance this opening of fron-
connect the neighboring coun- tiers,” while several countries
tries. . | -, have teken steps to develop
. “With a half billion doltars Suchareas. '
we could do more to lift the A The fact is that we have
standard of living for Latin been moving shead in these
Americans than we have dope 2r€as vigorously since the Alli-
with our billions in aid in the 20C¢ Was launched in 1561,” the
last ten years. We could open OMicial added. ’
up the heartland, unite these 2. While it is cifficult to make
people and make the comunon ddvarces in education and agri
market a possibility . . ." . culture, Oliver pointed out, ir
fiscal 1967 loans totaling
Unusual Statement $200,000,000 were miade in these

The former Vice President, ficlds, and at lsst April’s sum-
who visited Latin America last mit conference the presidents
year, also called for ‘‘revolu- agreed to give these two area:
tions” in agriculture and educa- the highest priority. -
tion. . He 2also noted that next week

"While Oliver's statement was the Inter - American Culiural
not unprecedented, it was con- Council will meat in Venezuela
sidered unusual because rank- to launch “significant multi-la-
ing State Department officials teral programs in science and
rarely reply directly to political'education.”” . = :
campaign staternents. ToTo

Asked why he had issued the
statement, Oliver said later
that “I am trying to set the
record straight. I think it is my
duty to make sure that the
people of the whole hemisphere
know what we are doing—and
accomplishing.” Co

Approval Urged

“The United States, under the
leadership of President John-
son, is working with eur Latin
American friends to achieve a
peaceful but far reaching social
revolution in Latin America,”
he said. “In this effort we have
firm bi partisan support.

“I hope that Congress this
year will approve the strong
recommendations that the Pres-
ident is making to further the
objectives of the Alliance for
Progress. We welcome whatev-
er support we can get.” .

Turning fo the point which
Nixon had made in Wisconsin,
Oliver said: : ,

1. On Angust 17, 1048, the
President urged the Alliance
nations to press forward in de-



INFORMATION

SECRET

Monday, February 12, 1968
9:15 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

In the attached message Cy Vance
states his reluctance to go on frem '
Seoul to Sailgea.

Mr. Restow belleves a declsion

on this can walt uatil lunch tamerrow,
but he wanted you to have Mr. Vance's

massage this sveniag,

W. W. Rostow

Seoul 4180

WWRostow:rla
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INFORMATION

TOP-SECRET

Monday, February 12, 1968
9:00 p. m,

Mr. Presldent:
Here is Gen. Westmoreland's

further reply to the questions asked
by Gen. Wheeler.

Bromiey Smith

BKS;rln

\&
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30 YEKADS
DE YSNKGA 56 0432336
J 1222592 ZYH ZFF-5
F# GEN WHEELER CJC3 WASH DC
INFO “R ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC
¥R RUSK STATE DEPT VASH DC
¥R MEL®S CIA
OEN JOMNSCH CSA WASH DC
GEN MCCONNELL CSAF WASH DC
ADM MOORER CNO WASH DC
ZEN/GEN CHAPMAN CMC WASH DC
0O 1218232 ZYH ZFF=3
FM GEN WESTMORELAND
T35 GENERAL WHEELER CJCS
INFO ADMIRAL SHARP CINCPAC
FA !
IOoPISFORFET.NAC 02018 EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF TwQ
REF: JCS 016%5
1+ FIRST, WITH REGARD TO THE INTERPRETATION WHICH
YOU HAVE PLACED ON MY EARLIER MESSAGE.

As I AM EXPRESSING A FIRM REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL
TROOPS, wOT BECAUSE I FEAR DEFEAT IF 1 AM NOT REINFGRCED,
SUT BECAUSE I DO NOT FEEL THAT I CAN FULLY GRASP THE
INITIATIVE FROW THE RECENTLY REINFORCED ENEMY VWITHOUT
THEM, ON THE OTHER HAND A SET BACK IS FULLY POSSIBLE
IF I A¥ NCT REINFORCED AND IT IS LIXELY THAT WwE WILL
LOSE GROUND IN OTHER AREAS IF 1 AM REQUIRED TO MAKE

SUBSTANTIAL REINFORCEMENT TO I CORPS.

Be THE CTATUS OF THE ARVN IS HARD TO DETERMINE AT
THIS TIMYE. VIEXN IS5 ENCOURAGED BY THE ABSENCE OF PENETRATION;
8Y THE EFFZCTIVE PLRFORMANCE OF HIS UIVISION COMMANDERS:
AND BY THE NUMDER OF TROOPS THAT ARE VOLUNTARILY REPORTING
INTG ARVH HEADQUARTERS FROM A LEAVE STATUS, TO TAKE THEIR
POSITIONS IN PROVISIONAL UNITS WHILE AWAITING RETURN TO THEIR
O4N 09GANIZATION, THE BIG QUESTION MARK IS THE RF¥/PF.
I HAVEZ ASKED FOR A COMPLETE STATUS REPORT BY 29 FEB, BY
THIS TI¥E THE TRUE ARVN SITUATION SHOULD BE SIFTED OUT.
IN THE MEANYHILE, I AM HOPING FOR THE BEST BUT RECOGNIZE
THAT THzZRE WJLL EE MANY DIFFICULTIES.

C. THE CAPACITY OF OUR LOGISTIC SYSTEH 1IN NORTHERN
i CTZ MUST BE BUILT UP AS WE INCREASE THE TROOP DENSITY.
¥Z HAVE HAD VERY LITTLE MARGIN OVER OUR REQUIREMENTS. THEREFORE,
A FIRMLY CONTROLLED LAND LOC IS A NECESSARY ADJUNCT TO THE ,
SEA AND AIR LCC'S, HIGHWAY ONE IS OF UTMOST INMPORTANCE TO SUSTAIN
eDDITICNAL TRCOPS NORTH OF"Al VAN PASS. MY PLANS FOR REINFORCING
NORTHERN I CTZ INCLUDE OPENING THIS LOC.

De THE NEED FOR TROOPS TO REGAIN THE INITIATIVE WAS EXPRESSED

S a
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- INFORMATION

Monday, Feb. 12, 1968
8:20 p. m,

Mr, President:

You may wish to consider adding to the third

paragraph of Sect. McNamara's proposed
statement -- after the word "area" --

*and the possibility of renswed attack on
the cities. *

Raasom:

-« It is true, since Westy needs his reserve
for either purpose;

-« It avoids the charge that he was fooled
on the cities and now be's about to be
fooled on I Corps.

W. W. Rostow

—SToSt Qﬁaw






INFORMATION

SECRET

Monday, February 12, 1968
8:05 p. m.

My, Presideat:

Herewith a suggestion that Cy is
making some small progress with
President Park.

W. W. Rostow

Seoul 4090
CACTUS

WWRostow:rln
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REPUBLIC OFKORER GCOVERNMENT

PRESIDENTIAL SECRETZRYBENERAL YI HU-RAX PHONED DCii 'TONIGKT
AND THROUGH" RATHER STRAINED ENGLISH INDICATED RELUCTANT
RECOGHITION OF THATCLDSED HEETING S-A T PANMUN JOM T MISTT
Q;n ..... om.mnsmatznﬁ 18 PUBLIC,POSITION-AGALNST FURTHER CLOSER
MEETINGS CREATES MAadOon . PROBLENM-AND~HE" SEEKING. WAYS OVERCOME
:f”CnLEtTZ?SDGuESTED POSSIBILITY OF“bPaCIPL“ASSURnNC S ANDTT*
«JOINT ROK/US~STATEHENTABOUT: Fuzuaf RAIDS.ZE*DCH EXPRESSED
AFPRECTATYON THAT YT HU-RAK RECOGNIZED THAT CLOSED MEETINGS
“UST GO ON AND SAID PRES JOHNSON AND OTHER US OFFICIALS HAD
MADE MANY STATEMENTS GIVING ASSURANCES WHICH PARK AND ROKG
COULD USE EFFECTIVELY. WE PREPARED HELP WHERE WE CAN WITHIN

Y Py ~r~ — -

'THESE LI4ITS AND OFFERED MEET YI FOR FURTHER TALKS. YI SAID
HE COULDN'T SINCE HE HAD TO SEE PARK. '

“THIS PHONE CALL AFrhq MY MEETINGS TODAY WITH PRESIDENT AND
PRIME MINISTER MAY REPEAT MAY=INDICATE IHEY GETLLING READYr TO
~swﬁttEWTxﬁﬂnmfanﬁrkcs cPPTOLSETUATION A YE WILL CLARIFY AS
SOON AS WE CAN WHAT THEY WANT BUT BELIEVE FACT OF CALL ITSELF
SIGNIFICANT. GP-3. PORTER

=+ . - :
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Monday, February 12, 1968
SECRET -PACKERS 8:00 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith the Roumanian message delivered to
Governor Harriman. As Harriman correctly notes,
they "paid no attention to the cigars;" that is, there
is no suggestion of response to the assumption in
the San Antomio formula. '

When reporting on this, Sect. Rusk said to me:
"If you have any good targets around Hanmol or
Haiphong, by all means recommaend them, "

W. W. Rostow

SRECREBT-PACKERS attachment

35
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

‘Date:  February 12, 1968
Time: 11:30 a.m.
Place; Governor's Office

SUBJECT: Viet-Nam Peace Talks

PARTICIPANTS: U.S, : Romania
W. Averell Harrlmiﬁj Corneliu Bogdan, Ambassador
Ambassador at lLa to the U.S. '

Daniel I, Dav1dson,
Special Assistant to
Amb. Harriman

\;
)

=

Ambassador Bogdan telephoned the Governor's office at about
+.10:30 a.m., and made an appointment to see the Governor at 11:30.

When he arrived at 11:30, Bogdan told the Governor that he
had received from Macovescu some information which he wished to
convey. Macovescu had been in Hanoi between the 22nd and 28th
‘of January and had had conversations with Prime Minister Dong
and Foreign Minister Trinh. Macovescu expounded largely the
-point of view of the U,S, Government. Then he stated Romanian
considerations, the essence of which is that new conditions
have been created for a new step towards a solution / negotiations.

through

After studying the U.S. Government proposals and the
Romanian considerations the Government of the Democratlc
Republic of Vietnam asserted that {tgdidwnoteconsides;

Ptnnnsals-o£-ehe-ﬂ'-s"'GUVETEm@ﬁt'an"answerntouths-ﬂn&nh.dgglaa&tion
—SECRET = NODIS/PACKERS
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of 28 Decembexr.. - Theyrusserted--that-theU:+ S propasals. are in
fact condltkonar-whnlml‘rey-.had“asked'-ﬁgﬁqupnhtmnal cessa‘tloh‘
Iof Pomb;ng«andmther’autsvoﬁ-:war oy

At this point the Ambassador said he would quote a long
paragraph which he was translating from Romanian. A stenographer
was called in and before the Ambassador left he reviewed and
corrected the transcription. The follewing paragraph is the
paragraph Ambassador Bogdan translated, dictated and reviewed.

""The position of the Vietnamese people and of
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
is very clear. There are the four points of the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
and the political program of the National Libera-
tion Front of South Vietnam. This is the basis
for the solution (reglementation) of the Vietnamese
problem. We stated clearly: ifrinzactuslityethess
United.StatessiGeovernment@desires conversationsua

zas it says.it does,-it.must. in.the-first-places
stop. unconditional ly‘_ +.thesbombardment-andrallf
other. acts;of war- agains. .the:.Democratic:- Republic
of Vietnam. After a.convenient period-.of time,.¥
following the unconditional cessatlon.of bombard-
gent and”all othér-Américan -acts of-war—against
sthe-Demdcratic Republic-of- Vietnam: *the~ Democratie
RepublicrofVietham will™ start"’con.versations e
w1th-the.Un3,ted States: of America-on the-questions
wf interests:to- the two ‘partles-[T-he ‘Ambassador
understands this' to mean the interest of either
side, not a common interest/.  The-conusnieHETs
pen%mgme&ti%msafy; itom
proveﬂgbggm___*%Unggegkstate&MSMngmdLWMDut
c ondl ije;d,hmbzrdmeﬂtdanﬂwl l=otirer™=actea
Oﬁﬂmnﬁ&é%mme LR Sl
After the unconditional cessation of the bombardment
and all other acts' of war aga:lnst the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam a gneed ,p-

\-smm-uuoms/mcxms
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Momday, February 12, 1968
7:50 p. m.

My, President:

Herewith, in the light of discussion at lunch, a
draft cable to Cy Vance.

It is Sect. Rusk's judgment that it would be
"overloading the circuit" at this time to have Cy
put the quastion of the extra light division to
President Park.
There is some urgency in getting this cable off
to Cy tonight, our time.

W. W. Rostow
Cable cleared as drafted

Cleared without instruction to raise
problem of light division

Call me

Note: A copy of this cabls will be in the Situation
Room for dispatch as you direct.
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1. In your talk with Park, you shquld expl.a.in that latest
:lessages from Westmoreland indicate clear need for additional
forces to secure vital communication lines in norﬁhem area of
SVN (Routeg 1 an& 9) and to permit our forces there to go over to
the offensive against weskened NVA/VC.isxxx In responsé tolthia,.,
we have today decided to send &t once a ﬁari.ne regiment and an
airborne brigade, totsalling together six .additio.nal toanocch
‘combat battalions. | |
2. In describing situation, you should request in strongest
tems that Park give permission for Weémoreland to redeploy ROK .
~ forces as necessary in current situation, which has difficulties
but also great opportunities. (FYI:. m We understand ROK
commanders on the spot have been vsm,-ewhat' reuctant to redeploy
rapidly aﬁ_ our request. End FYI).
3. Finally, you shbuldl indicate that over-cll situation

EA: WPBundy:bum 2/12/68 4235 The Secretary
White House - Mr. Rostow (subs.) §/S~ Mr. Read

DOD ~ Secretary McNamara
| 0P _SECRET—
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:f:;u 0§-322 flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division
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3.
indicates redoubled urgency in requiremeat for additionak Korean forces
in Vietnem as soon as possible, at least the light division already
suggested and hopefully more. Porter is of course fully familiar with
suppoxt and other undertskings coanected with proposed light division

deployment.
GP=-3 END
M DS.322A Corrections made on orimm’ado on this and other

flimsy work copies before delivery to Telecommunications Operations Division



INFORMATION

SECRET

Monday, February 12, 1968
=15 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith two cables from Erale
CGeldsteln In Pa_rll:

1. On the French peolitical
scene. -- including a Presidential
dark horse named Sudreau.

2. A convarsatioa with Israeli
Ambassddor-designate Rabin,

W. W. Rostow

Paris 10199
Paris 10198

37

-
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NOD1S t-7¢
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM GOLDSTEIN

1o SATURDAY NIGHT SPENT WITH GENERAL RABIN, NEW ISRAELI

AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON AND ADMIRAL LIMON WHO HEADS ISRAEL!
ARMS PROCUREMENT IN EUROPE,

2. GENERAL RABIN SAID THAT IRAQ PRESIDENT AREF LEFT PARIS

WITHOUT AGREEING TO GIVE OIL CONCESSIONS TO THE FRENCH, -FRENCH 'ALSO
UNABLE THUS FAR TO SELL MIRAGES TO IRAQ.

3. MIRAGE DEAL KELD UP BECAUSE RUSSIANS NOW OFFERING MIG 21§
FOR 380,000 DOLLARS.

4, ACCORDING TO LIMON, ISRAEL TRYING TO PREVENT BELGIAN
MIRAGE PURCHASE. KEY ARGUMENTS AGAINST MIRAGE ARE LACKX OF ENGINE

.;%éINBILITY AND HIGH MAINTENANCE COST ALONG WITH SPARE PARTS DIFFICUL-
S.

5., BY CONTRAST IRAQI MIG DELIVERED TO ISRAEL BY DEDECTING PILOT
STILL FUNCTIONS WITH ONLY TIRE REPLACEMENTS,

6., ISRAELIS HAVE ASKED BELGIANS TO COME TO ISRAEL TO SEE
MIRAGE MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS, BUT SO FAR 1INVITATION NOT ACCEPTED.

7. LIMON SAYS U.S. AND NORTHROP NOT REALLY TRYING HARD ENOUGH

TO SELL F-5S TO BELGIUM. TWO STRONG ARGUMENTS FOR F-5 ARE TRADITION
THAT HOLLAND AND BELGIUM HAVE THE SAME EQUIPMENT AND WELL KNOWN
EASY AVAILABILITY OF U.S. SPARE PARTS, ISRAEL TRIED TO DISSUADE
PERUVIAN AND BRAZILIAN MIRAGE PURCHASES,

8. BELGIAN CARETAXER GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO BELIEVE IT HAS THE
RIGHT TO MAXE AIRCRAFT DECISION, ACCORDING TO LIMQN. IT WOULD TKEREFORE
BE A MISTAKE TO SUSPEND F~3 EFFORTS NOW.

9. LEBANESE HAVE NOT TAKEN DELIVERY OF THEIR 12 MIRAGES BECAUSE

PILOTS NOT CAPABLE OF COPING WITH 168 XKNOT LANDING SPEED,

“SECRET—
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16, LIMON SAYS ISRAEL NAS GIVEN UP ATTEMPT TO BUY GERMAN
SURPLUS PLANES VIA IRAN AND PAKISTAN PHONEY LICENSES,

11. GENERAL AND MRS, RABIN RESPRESENT A NEW BREED OF ISRAEL!
DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION, EDGES ARE MARD, QPINIONS ARE BLUNT AND
TONE IS AGGRESSIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, RE VIETNAM HE BELIEVES WE ARE
RIGHT TO BE THERE, BUT WE ARE NOT FIGHTING TO WIN., SAYS VIET CONG

'SUCCESS IN CITIES 1S PROOF THAT WE HAVE NOT EXPLAINED THE WAR TO THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE. RE PUEBLO HE SAYS WE DID 'NOT LEARN FROM THE LIBERTY

INCIDENT, SAYS WE WERE TOO CLOSE AND RABIN CLAIMS
RUSSIANS TO HIS XNOWLEDGE ALWAYS KEEP THEIR DISTANCE.

12. LIMON SAYS HE BELIEVES NASSER 1S ON THE WAY OUT.

SUCCESSOR WILL FOLLOW GENERALLY SAME POLICY BUT WILL KNOW LESS
ABOUT THE WEST. IF HUSSEIN FALLS, A NASSER FOLLOWER WILL COME INTO
POWER IN JORDAN., ISRAEL DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS WILL BE A BI1G
CHANGE, SAYS L1IMON,

13, LIMON BELIEVES SECRETARY CLIFFORD®S ASSOCIATION
WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN WILL MAXE HIM MORE SYMPATHETIC TO ISRAEL
THAN WAS MCNAMARA.

14, COMMENT: LIMON OBVIOUSLY IS TRYING TO MAKE POINTS FOR

FUTURE ARMS DEALS. RABIN 1S LESS CLEAR. BEST GUESS IS THAT HE IS
MERELY EXPRESSING HIS OPINION ON MATTERS CURRENTLY CONCERNING HIN,
HE IS NOT HAPPY WITH VIEWS DISAGREEING WITH HIS OuwN,
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5. PARADOXICALLY, THE LEFTIST OPPOSITION, METTERRAND'S FEDERATION,
INCLUDING THE COMMUNISTS, 1S BELIEVED TO BE 182 PERCENT BEHIND THE
GENERAL'S ANTI-AMERICAN POLICY, BUT THE LEFT SAYS IT WOULD DO 1IT
DIFFERENTLY. THE RIGHT AND CENTER, INCLUDING THE GAULLISTS, ARE
ESTIMATED TO BE BETWEEN 88 PERCENT AND S0 PERCENT PRO-AMERICAN DESPITE
THE GENERAL'S POLICY., THIS MAY BE SIGNIFICANT FOR THE FUTURE.

6. IF AN ACCIDENT BEFALLS THE GENERAL BEFORE THE 1972 ELECTION,

AND HE MIGHT RUN AGAIN IN 1972, TWO CANDIDATES ARE CONSIDERED CERTAINS
POMPIDOU AND THE LEADER OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION, MITTERRAND. EACH

HAS HIS LIABILITIES. MITTERRAND HAS AN AIR OF SCANDAL FROM THE FOURTH
REPUBLIC PLUS HIS ALLIANCE WITH THE COMMUNISTS., POMPIDOU IS

IDENTIFIED WITH THE UNPOPULAR ASPECTS OF DE GAULLE'S REGIME., THERE

18 MUCH TALK OF AN OUTSIDER = A DARK HORSE « PIERRE SUDREAU =~ NOW

A CENTER PARY DEPUTY.

7. SUDREAU HAS A FINE RECORD AS A FORMER MINISTER OF

CONSTRUCTION AND A FORMER MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, HE IS XNOWN FOR
HIS COURAGE DURING WORLD WAR 11 WHEN HE WAS DEPORTED TO GERMANY.
THIS EXPERIENCE MARKS HIM AS A MAN OF COURAGE AND COMPASSION,

8., PRESENTLY HE IS PUBLISHING A BOOK, ENCHAINEMENT,

MEANING THE “"CHAIN" FOR “FETTER"., ITS THEME IS THAT FRANCE MUST
ABANDON ITS ATOWMIC SEPARATISM AND -COME INTO THE-TEST BAN AND
NON-PROLIFERATION TREATIES, THE BOOK ITSELF IS. AN ACT OF COURAGE,

9. SUDREAU IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL. KE IS .A SOLID, PRACTICAL

AN WITH A GOOD POLITICAL SENSE AND A REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND
INTEGRITY.

186, THE REASONING IS THAT IN AN ELECTION MITTERRAND AND THE

LEFT WOULD POLL 4@ PERCENT, THE BALANCE WOULD BE DIVIDED BETWEEN
SUDREAU AND POMPIDOU, WITH SUDREAU HAVING THE EDGE., THE RUN-OFF WOULD
GIVE SUDREAU THE PRESIDENCY.

11. 1 LUNCH WITK SUDREAU NEXT WEEK. ALTHOUGH TALK OF HIS
CANDIDACY IS FORBIDDEN, IT WILL BE KELPFUL TO HAVE A PERSONAL
ASSESSMENT OF THE MAN, NATURALLY, I WILL REPORT FULLY.

GP=2 WALLNER
BT




INFURMATION

Mouday, Feb. 12, 1968
7:1% p. m,

MR. PRESIDENT:
Herewith Sect. MicNamara's proposed press

statement on the battalioas,

w. w.Rostw

Attachment

21
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DRAFT = 12 Feb 1968

/s Six additional battalions of combat troops are being deployed to
South Vietham, totaling approximately 10,500 men,

o . Three battalions are army units from the 824 airdorne division at
Fort Bregg, North Carolina. Three ave Marine Corps units from the 5th
Marine Division at Camp Pendleton, Californis, and the 24 Marine Division’
at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

3. These forcag are being' deployed at the request of General William
C. Westmoreland as insurance against the threat of the North Vietnamese
regular Army's campaign in the DMZ-Quang Tri-Thua Thien area.

Y, The North Vietnamese have introduced some 24,000 additional regular
Army troops -- the 30bth and 320th Divisions =- into the Khe Sanh area ia
Deceuber and January.

S, There are currently approximately 500,000 U.B. military personnel

in South Vietnam. The deployment of 525,000 has been authorized.
( Ho docision hes yet been made on whether theése will eventually be

in addition to the 525,000 or part of that totel.




INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968
7:10 p. m.

Hz. Preasidant:

I will send up detailed questions tomorrow
morning for Item 1.

W, W, Rostow

SECRET attachment
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3.

Lancheon with the President
Tuesday, February 13, 1968, 100 p. m.

AGENDA

Reserve Call-Up and Congressional Action (Sect. McNamara k Gen. Wheeler)

~= Which units ?

-= Which powers to be requested from Cougress ?
~-= Consequences for budget?

-= Public presentation and rationale 7

Ingtruction to Vance (Sects. Rusk and McNamara)
Text will be available.

PUEBLO: Next Steps (Sect. Rusk)

The Roumanian {Sect. Rusk)
End of the line,

Other

W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION

Monday, Febroary 12, 1967 0
7:00 p.m. —

MR, PRESIDENT:

A philosophical note.

When Karl Marx tried in the First International to translate his theories
into practice, be found that the workers on whom he relied for revolution
did not want bloody reveolution: they wanted higher wages and better {ood,
better housing and better sducation for their children. The First
International broke up on that issue. Marx went off and tried to finish
Das Kapital, but he was never able to do so because of this unresolved
fact.

Lenin set up the Russian Communist Party -~ and broke up the Social
Democratic Party on exactly the same issue: the majority of those in the
Social Democratic Party wanted democracy and gradual reform. Lenin
responded by creating the highly disciplined conspiratorial minority which
bhe believed could overcome the majority by seising what he called 'the
commanding heights of power. "

I believe that, if we stay the course in Viet Nam, we shall look back on the
attack on the cities by the Communists as a demonastration of the same
simple underlyiag fact about human beings and their view of Communism,

These folk turned their backs on the Communists. They were frightened.
They did not love their government. Their loyalty to nation -- and to anythiag
beyond their family -- is not highly developed. But they did not wish to be
pushed around and taken over. They want a life of increasing welfare; a
government increasingly honest and concernsd with them; and they want

the most fundamental right which Communists deay in politice; mamsly,

the right to change your mind about a government.

And so what they did in the cities by not joining in the uprisiag may turn out
to be as important politically for the future as what they did when they took
part in the elections.

Of course, ia some cases Communists have succeeded in seizing the
commanding beights and locking the people into a structure which they could
not change. But somewhsre dowa the line we ocught to take after those who
claim to be liberals, but who, in fact, are willing to see a purpeseful minority
take over the majority by force and lock them up in a socliety which denies
every objective in which liberals profess to believe.

W. W. Rostow
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Moaday, February 12, 1968
~GONFIDENTIAL - 5:20 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

As of February 11, enemy killed in action since 29 Jamaary is estimated
at 31,816. U. S, killed in action 1012; ARVN 2105; other free world
forces 62. Total friendly killed in action 3179.

The ratic over the whole period is, then, almost exactly 10 to 1.

Total enemy weapons captured is 8799. The proportien between ensmy
killed in action and weapons captured is 3.6 to 1,

This is approximately in the range of previcus expsrience. For example,
in 1967 the average ensmy killed in action per week was 1690. Average
weskly weapons captured 598. The proportiom: 2.84 to 1.

In addition, 5828 of the enemy were detained. The exact nmumber who were
Communist military has not yet been sstablished.

W. W. Rostow
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INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968 -- 6:25 p.m.,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: News Media Contacts

Today Jim Lucas, Scripps-Howard Newspapers Syndicate, and
Boyd France, BUSINESS WEEK, came in. I took them both through the
latest priscner of war reports; casualty figures; reorganization of the
Vietnamese goverament; cooperation and revival in the Delta; stc.

As opposed to the newsmen [ saw last week, Lucas and France had
a clear plcture of how the battle went. They asked about:

-- the second wave of attack on the cities;
-- whether the GVN could keep up the good work;
~= when we thought the Khe Sanh offenrsive would begin,

L-detected somewhat less running in circles and a clearer focusing
on what we facs.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin



Mr. Rostow

February 12, 1968
INFORMATION

Mr. President:

It's always nice to get a thank~you.
Ave and Eppie do appreciate the albums

you sent.

Hal Saunders tells me too, that
Ave was obviously touched by your warm
words during your good-bye chat--and he
isn't easily moved.
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Monday, February 12, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Relief Asgistance to Viet-Nam

The attached memorandum from Under Secretary Katzenbach
recommends our helping launch a campaign by Voluntary Agencies
for relief in Viet-Nam. It proposes that Bill Gaud call a meeting in
Washington this week with Voluntary Agencies. This would demonstrate
our interest and attract public attention.

As you know, the GVN has asked some of its Ambassadors to
request help from other Governments. State and AID report that
several Voluntary . ~ cies and other groups want to provide commodi-
ties for the victimu cent VC attacks.

Saigon tells us they have enough food, medicine and other supplies
on hand. The major bottleneck is transportation. The Mission is warned
about receiving large shipments of goods that are not useable. If a drive
is held in this country, our Mission recommends it be only for cash con-
tributions. The Voluntary Agend es could use the funds to buy what is
needed and get it to Viet-Nam.

Bill Gaud will provide guidelines reflecting the Mission's views
at the proposed meeting. It seems timely that a campaign of this kind by
private groups would stimulate a great deal of sympathetic interest
among many Americans and increase their identification with our cause
in Viet-Nam.

I recormmend that you approve the suggested course of action.

W. W. Rostow
Att.

Approve

Disapprove

Call me
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

February 10, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Special Campaigns by Voluntary Agencies for
Viet-Nam.

Recommendation:

That you approve Bill Gaud's convening of the Voluntary Agencies
to kick off a campaign to raise cash donations for relief in Viet-Na |,

Approve Disapprove
Discussion:

The Government of Viet-Nam has recently requested their
Ambassadors to request the help of other governments in providing
relief supplies. Similarly, several Voluntary Agencies and other
groups have offered to provide commodities to the victims of the
recent Viet Cong attacks. For example, CARE has suggested a
spe alna nal campaign.

The Saigon Mission states that their stocks of foodstuffs and
relief supplies are adequate; their major problem is the internal
distribution of goods. The Mission is concerned that the Voluntary
Agencies will ship over goods they cannot use and this will tie up
scarce port capacity and warehouse space. For these reasons the
Mission does not favor nationwide drives by the Voluntary Agencies
at this time. If such drives are held, the Mission recommends that
only cash contributions be accepted. The Voluntary Agencies could
then use the funds to buy needed commodities in countries near
Viet-Nam and put the commodities to use promptly.



A public appeal by the Voluntary Agencies would provide an
opportunity for widespread popular contributions by the American
people to help the Vietnamese stricken by recent Viet Cong attacks.
Such participation would not only help the Vietnamese people, it
should serve to increase popular identification with our cause in
Viet-Nam.

AID is prepared to work closely with the Voluntary Agencies and
indicate help is needed, but that only cash contributions from the
American public are desired at this time. A meeting of the Voluntary
Agencies could be called in Washington next week to provide general
guidance. To demonstrate our interest and obtain public attention,

I propose that Bill Gaud convene the meeting.

L4, Ly (§H~

Under Secretary



INFORMATION

TOP SECRET-

Monday, February 12, 1968
4:55 Pp. 1

Mr. President:
Just to see if I have them right,
here are the actiom items for Cy in

Secul and Saigea, as I communicated
them to Secretaries Rusk and McNamars

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rlin






INFORMATION
—SECRET
Monday, February 12, 1968
£:50 p. m.
Mr. President:
Herewith ' view of the

situation in Saigon. - Not bad.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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- R-PORT CLASS
.- Y COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM -

T SUBJECT ~ COMMENTS

HE CURRENT SITUATIO

. por I FEBRUARY 1968 ., — ——

. R . . .. N : [ . Lo e .. - e '.

VIETNAM,

ACQ s - SAIGON (12 FEBRUARY 1968) FIELD NO.

SOURCE. " |
o 1.56¢)
3.4(b)(1

1.56)
34p)(1)

ITHE CURRENT-

'SITUATION IN SAIGON: S
A. THE WORST OF THE CRISIS IS OVER. - SAIGON. .- %

IS QUIET AND THE SITUATION IS UNDER CONTROL. CLEARING

OPERATIONS WILL BE CONTINUED TO ELIMATE SINGLETOW T

VIET COMG (VC) ACTION ELEMENTS REHAINING IN SAIGON., . <.

AND TO DISPERSE VC TACTICAL UNITS INVOLVED IN HARASSMENT

IN SAIGON-GIA DINH PRECINCTS 5, 6, 7, AND 8.

THE POPULATION IS COOPERATING WELL WITH THE AUTHORITIES

BY DENOUNCING VC SUSPECTS AND ACTIVITIES. THE CURFEW

WILL CONTINUE THROUGH THE WEEK OF. 12

FEBRUARY IN ORDER TO FACILITATE CLEARING |

AND MOPPING UP OPERATIONS. AFTER THE CURRENT

SITUATION IS OVER, THE VC WILL PROBABLY REVERT TO >

POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS IN THE ‘

SAIGON METROPOLITAN AREA. o
8. OVER 200 POLICEMEN HAVE BEEN KILLED IN L

THE CURRENT FIGHTING. THERE HAS BEEN NO EVIDENCE THAT - -

%ggso. THE POLICE DESERTED TO THE ENEMY DURING THE
1>,

1.5{¢)

B 3.4B)(1
1.5(¢)
3.4(b)(1)

3. FIELD DISSEH: STATE MACV 7TH AIR FORCE 1 50
CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF PACFLT. 3AE)

REPORT CLASS
il




INFORMATION

—SECRET—

Menday, February IR, 1968
4:50 p. m,

Mr. President:

This is an extremely well balanced
CIA assessment from Salgon of what the
Commaunists have gained and lost; and

what our problems are. We are ualikely
to have anything better right away.

W. W, Rostow

Vietaam Station Repert No. 7/68
(28 January-10 Feb 1968)

—SECRET

WWRostow:rin
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PAGE 9 SAIGON 8420 Gulieemmpme

THE MILITANT BUDDHISTS, THE DAI VIETS, AND SOME OTHERS STILL HAVE
REFUSED EITHER PUBLICLY TO CONDENN THE VC OR TO SUPPORT THE GOVERN -
MENT ACTIVELY . ALTHOUGH IT.WAS AN AMERICA! IDEA, CLEARLY THE

MOST EFFECTIVE ACTION BY THE GOVERN®ENT %9 FAR WAS THE CREATION. OF
THE JOINT VIETNAMESE /AMERICAN TASK FORCE iilioZR VICE PRESIDENT KY
TO HANDLE THE IMMEDIATE PROBLENS OF REHABILITATION . WHATEVER
CLOSING OF RANKS BEHIND THE GOVERNHENT THAT HAS ACCRUED CAN BE
CREDITED LARGELY TO KY, WHO HAS EMERGED AS THE "MAN OF THE HOUR."
DESPITE AGGRAVATING AND BUREAUCK (T I% PROBLEMS, SOME FORWARD
MOVEMENT HAS BEEN MADE IN REESTAELISHING ESSENTIAL FACILITIES AND
SERVICES . KY MAY WELL HAVE SAVEG THE GVN FROM PROJECTING: ITS

USUAL IMAGE OF INACTIVITY.,

WE ARE NOT SANGUINE ABOUT FUTURE POLITICAL PROBLEMS ., THE
SCHISMS WHICH DIVIDE THIS SOCIETY ARE DEEPLY ROOTED , AND WILL
INEVITABLY ARISE AGAIN AS THE FI(RST FLUSH OF UNITY BEGINS TO FADE.
DFMANDS WILL BE MADE FOR THE REMOVAL OF OFFICIALS, BOTH NATIONAL
AND LOCAL, WHO PROVED UNEQUAL TO THE TASK IN A CRISIS, AND THIS
WILL BE CERTAIN TO RESTORE THE ENDEMIC FACT IONAL INFIGHTING.

THE WILITARY), SOME OF THE CATHOLICS, AND THOSE FAVORING A ROUGH,
DIRECTED SYSTEM WILL FAUWT THE GCVERNMENT Fogbor BEING TOUGH

- e -



PAGE 10 SAIGON 8420 JGueesepanan,

ENOUGH, WHILE OTHERS WILL BE CONCERNED OVER EVEN THE TEMPORARY
SACRIFICE OF DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES AMD THE CONT INUED PREEMINENT
ROLE OF THE MILITARY. THE CRISIS HAS IGNITED A SPARK OF UNITY,
BUT TO SUSTAIN IT WILL REQUIRE A SUCCESSFUL RELIEF AND RECOVERY
OPERATION, AND A SUBLIMINATION OF PERSONAL AND PARTISAN POLITICAL
INTERESTS WHICH THIS SOCIETY HAS NEVER BEFORE DEMONSTRATED,

THE COMMUNISTS CAN BE CREDITED WITH HAVING MAINTAINED EXCELLENT
SECURITY FOR SUCH A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, BUT THEY ARE GUILTY OF A
MASSIVE INTELLIGENCE FAILURE . DOCUMENTS CAPTURED OVER THE PAST
FOUR MONTHS AND INTERROGATIONS OF THE PRISONERS INVOLVED IN THE
RECENT ATTACKS INDICATE QUITE CLEARLY THAT THE VC DID INTEND TO
TAKE AND HOLD THE CITIES, DID EXPECT A GENERAL UPRISING, AND DID
PLAN TO INSTALL A REVOLUT IONARY GOVERNMENT , AS EVIDENCED BY THE
PRESENCE OF A STANDBY VC ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE IN THE MAJOR
CITIES. IT MAY SEEM INCREDIBLE THAT VC EXPECTATIONS SHOULD HAVE
BEEN SO DIVORCED FROM REALITY, BIT THERE ARL THREE FACTORS WHICH
‘ PROBABLY EXPLAIN THIS.. FIRST , THE COMMUNISTS ARE AND ALWAYS HAVE
B

e ey



PAGE 11 SAIGON 3420 Seslee@uupmmmmmmn

BEEN V;?IMS OF THEIR DOCTRINE, ANL IN THE PRESENT CASE THE

ARTICLES OF FAITH WERE: "THE LONGER WE FIGHT, THE STRONGER WE
BECOME ;™ AND, "THE MORE VICIOUSLY THE ENEMY FIGHTS, THE

CLOSER HE IS TO COLLAPSE;"™ AND, "THE PEOPLE SUPPORT US AND WHEN.
THE URBAN PEOPLE HAVE THE CHANCE TO RISE UP, OUR VICTORY WILL BE
ASSURED.™ SECOND, THE LEADERS HAVE BLZEN CONSISTENTLY AND GREATLY
MISINFORMED BY LOWER CADRES. GIVEN THE DOCTRINAL BIAS ALLUDED TO
ABOVE AND THE ORIENTAL PENCHANT FCR TELLING PEOPLE WHAT THEY WANT
TO HEAR, THE REPORTS GOING UPWARD HAVE BEEN 50 MISINTERPRETED THE FACTS
THAT THE LEADERS COULD NOT BASE THEIR DECISIONS ON REALITY. THIRD,
THE NEED FOR A SIGNIFICANT VICTORY AFTER TWO YEARS OF DROUGHT MAY
HAVE INTRODUCED A LACK OF PRUDENCE. BY ANY RATIONAL STANDA,

NORTH VIETNAM HAS BEEN LOSING TOC MUCH IN ORDER TO GAIN TOO LITTLE.
FOR TOO LONG, VC STRNGTH AND SURP(ORT MAS BEEN DWINDLING. THE

ENTIRE NATURE OF THE WAR, THE ENTIRE ZNVIRCNMENT OF THE STRUGGLE,

CHANGED WITH THE MASSIVE U.S. INVOLVEMENT. THE TET ASSAULT MusT
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HAVE BEEN PART OF AN EXPECTED VC PLAN TO INFLICT HEAVY PHYSICAL
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DAMAGE IN HOPE OF GAINING, IF NOT ALL THEIR
OBJECTIVES, SOMETHING WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED AS A VICTORY.

WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE THAT WE HAVE PROBABLY SEEN ONLY THE
FIRST OF A TWO-ACT DRAMA. IF THE SECOND ACT REPEATS THE
SCENARIO, WE WILL SERIOUSLY QUESTION THE ABILITY OF HANOI TO
CONTINUE TO CARRY ON THIS KIND OF CONVENTIONAL WARFARE FOR A PRO-
TRACTED PERIOD. WHATEVER ELSE MAY FGLLOW, THE TET OFFENSIVE IN
SOUTH VIETNAM, CONTRARY TO MUCH FOREIGN OPINION, IS NOT POPULARLY
REGARDED HERE EITHER AS A VC VICTORY OR EVEN AS AN INDICATION
OF THEIR EVENTUAL SUCCESS. THERE IS A SOBERING THOUGHT FOR THE
FUTURE, HOWEVER -~ IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE PRESENCE OF U.S. FORCES,
THE VC FLAG WOULD BE FLYING OVEBEUCH OF SOUTH VIETNAM TODAY.

e
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ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ——

Y

February 12, 1968
SUBJECT: Condolence Message to Eshkol on Submarine Loss

As you know from the press, no one has ever been able to
locate the Israell submarine which disappeared in the Mediterranean
two weeks ago. In a small country like Israel, the loss of more than
sixty men hits especially hard. State recommends you send the
following to Prime Minister Eshkol:

"] have been deeply saddened over the presumed
loss of the crew of the submarine DAKAR. The
sympathy of my country goes out to the people of
Israel in this tragedy. "

Foreign Minister Eban wrote Secretary Rusk thanking us for
our help in the search, and the Secretary will reply.

W. W. Rostow

Approved

Disapproved



Meeting with the President % W10 ’

Monday, February 12, 1968, 4:30 p.m.

AGENDA

l. Gen, Westmoreland's Request for Troops (Sect. McNamara and Gen. Whesler)

Nots: Gen. Taylor's analysis of Westy's cable will bs available to you
before the meeting.

2. Instructions for Mr. Vance im Saigon (Sects. Rusk and McNamara)

Note: Include instzuction on BUTTERCUP, although latest cables indicate
this is in quits good shape.

3. A Speech (The President)

Note: As instructed, I have spoken to Sect. Rusk and Mr. Clifford,
4., Other

W. W. Rostow



- INFURMATIUN

Moaday, Feb. 12, 1968
1:10 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Harewith General Taylor's comment which
you wanted before the 1:30 meeting.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

\9



INFORMATION

SEGRET

Monday, February 12, 1968
1:00 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith fairly clear information
that the road from Danang to Hue is

open.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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THE NA..ONAL MILITARY COMMAND CEl =R z -
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

12 February 1968
110S BST

THE JOINT STAFP

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

Subject: I Corps Road Status

The following information 1s provided in response
to Mr. McCafferty's questions:

a. The Hai Van (Ai Van) Pass is open. The bridge
reported blown at 080800 EST has been repaired. No encmy °
activity reported near the pass. :

b. Highway 1 from Da Nang to Dong Ha is open,
except at a point just north of the Ai Van Pass. There, a
large culvert was reported destroyed at 112000 EST (120900 SVN).
The estimated time for completion of repairs is unknown.
How;vor, MACY advises that it is a relatively small engineering
task,

(:—K'/éz'sztc:ifln-u~S;Nb-s

W. R. MC CLENDON

Rear Admiral, USN

Deputy Director for
Distribution Operations (NMCC)

Sec Def
Dep Sec Def
CJCS

DJS

VDJS

J-4

J-30
J-31
J-32
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CT Force
MCCP
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