Mounday, February 12, 1968
CONFIDENTIAL - 12:20 p. m,
MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith an anxious situation in Tra Vinh city,
in the Delta.

The fear of re-attack on or about Feb, 15 remai
real. :

I'm sure Giap wishes to minimize the possibility
that Westy can move safely north with battalions
from the 9th Division,

W, W. Rostow

CONFIDENTIAL attachment
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.- COUNTRY '’ SOUTH VIETNAN ~ DATE: 12 FEBRUARY 1968 -
40 por 12 FEBRUARY 1968

> SUBJECT ' SECURITY SITUATION IN THE PROVINCES OF IV CORPS |

T 'AS OF 2400 HOURS ON 12 FEBRUARY 1968 C ’ ,‘51 o
5. ACQ ' VIETNAM, CAN THO (12 FEERUARY-lssB){"

.+ BOURCE [

‘F";" [ :

RETRTE l« SINCE THE LAST REPORT PUBLISHED AT 1200 HOURS, 12
., FEBRUARY 1968, THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTED ATTACKS AGAINST
" ANY OF THE SIXTEEN, PROVINCES IN IV CORPS. REPORTS ARE BEING
‘{=- RECEIVED, HOWEVER, OF REGROUPMENT BY THE VIET CONG (VC) AND
- FUTURE ATTACKS ARE EXPECTED AGAINST MANY OF THE PROVINCE
. CAPITALS.ON OR BEFORE 'THE "I15TH OF THE MONTH.
L 2. THE FOLLOWING STATISTICS WERE ISSUED BY VIETNAMESE
- OFFICIALS IN VINH LONG PROVINCE TODAY PERTAINING TO THE
.o NUMBER OF CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND THE DAMAGE DONE TO THE CITY .
- DURING THE ATTACK WHICH BEGAN ON THE 31sT. IT IS ESTIMATED -~ . = -
‘THAT 1,587 HOUSES WERE DESTROYED, 2,228 HOUSES WERE DAMAGED , "
BETTER THAN 50 PERCENT, -112 CIUILIANS WERE KILLED, 1,300 s

T e .

i+ ', CIVILIANS WERE WOUNDED, AND THERE ARE BELIEVED TO BE ABOUT
.. 20,000 REFUGEES IN VINH LONG CITY, 10,000 OF WHICH ARE
STAYING AT THE REFUGEE CENTERS.  ALSO»VIHK LONG REPORTED
- TODAY .THAT THE PRICES OF COMMODITIES, ESPECIALLY RICL, "HAVE s
. BEGUN TO FALLL.FROMN THE HIGH OF 100 PIASTRES PER LITER WHICH
WAS THE GOING PRICE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ATTACK ENDED/
' 3., WHILE THE..SITUATION.IN TRA VINH CITY, VINH BINH
.- PROCINCE, WAS:QUIET TODAY, THERE .REMAINS A GREAT DEAL OF" TENSION
© 7 AMOUNG- THE.'AMERICAN -COMMUNITY.-AS AT LEAST "THREE ' VC:MAIN FORCE
b BATTALIONS AND TWO:LOCAL FORCE-COMPANIES HAVE.:BEEN-REPORTED ,
) STILL IN THE.AREA.. THE GREATEST FEAR IS THATHTHE VC:iAY BE.ABLE
¢ .- TO PENETRATE THE CITY N LARGL NUMBERS IN-ANY . FUTURE ATTACK S
¢ ©  WHICH WOULD MAKE THE:DEFENSE MORE DIFFICULT AND-COULD ‘LEAD T
‘ TO THE VC COMPLETELY TAKING. COﬂTROL OF THE'CITY. »THERE IS’
. - WUCH DISCONTENT AlMOUNG U.S.  MILITARY ADVISORS OVER THEILACK OF- SUPPORT .
"THE CITY 1S RECEIVING.FROM.THE-ARMY OF THE.REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM= R
.. CARVN) 9TH DIVISION, T_THEY: FEEL*THERE IS & DEFINITE NEED FOR. '
'X . MORE:TROQPS-TO: DEFEND*THE 'CITY+=AND BETTERvLOGISTICAL~SUPPLY » -7

©FNR THRE TROOPS - ‘ALREADY. THERE.- CREDIT: Was GIVLN%TO“THE‘ARVN

ERIRC I ] n‘\!lqh

TROGPS WHO. DEFENDED, THE CITY AGAINST THE FIRST. ATTACK, HowEVER
THE LARGE ;NUMBER OF 'VC' FORCES WHICH REPORTS  INDICATE MAY ™ SR i’ki
TAKE. PART IN A FUTURE ATTACK I3 CAUSING CONCERN ANCUNG THE . o
KNOWLEDGEABLE ANZRICAN AND VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS. -
4. FIELD DISSEM: STATE, MACV, 7TH AF, CINCPAC &. ac,
ggc?F, PACFLT, (ALSO SENT SAIGON). :
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INFORMATION

SECRET+CACTUS

Monday, February 12, 1968
12:00 noon

Mr. President:
Herewith Cy Vance's proposed

communique and an account of his first
discussion with President Park.

W. W. Rostow

Seoul 4178
Seoul 4176

WWRostow:rin
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VANCE sPROPOSES. TO- TABLE FOLLOWING DRAFTT commuuzaus FOMOR- v
HOW MORNENG WHEN:HEIMEETS WITH KOREAN ‘CAB INET 2LF uspn~arv¥1awi N
. \FRMER )
J&NCURS THIS~DRAFT-WILLIFSLLTFAR CHORT-OFIRQKWANBITIDNS AHD T .i
fAmédeTANTIALrWRANGLE 18- IN"TRE" OFFIN&. . : 2

f PRESIDENT PARK RECEIVED MR, CYHUS R, VANCE, SPECIAL ENVOY

. OF THE'PRESIOENT OF THE UNLTED STATES GF AWERICA ON FEBRUARY 11

-
. - ‘ A .o i . . . s‘g
(] » -~ . i . . .'-:2

{PAGE 2 RUALOS 41T8E.

'AND FEBRUARY 12, I1967. CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN. PRESIDLNT PARK ' '2
{AND MR, VANCE WERE CARRIED ON IN THE PRESENCE OF Q3 43077)8: : }
)' (S43-4 DP4B.3 .8,8534, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MINISTER. -
OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, AND "OTHER HIGH OFF1CIALS OF THE GOVERNMtNT._i
UTHE AMERICAN ANJASSADOR WILLIAM J, PORTER AND GENERAL C.H, - %
}BONESTEEL COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THL UNITED NATIONS COMMAND, - 1
ALSO PAHTICIPATED. "i
? PRESIDENT-PARX ANDI MR, VANCE FULLY EXCHANGED VIEWS™ CONCERNIVG

YTHE PROBLEMS BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE INCREASING AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS !
10¢ NORTH KOREA INCLUDLNG THE- ATTACK DIRECTED AT THE PRESIDENT IRL..}

. 'QNANSION AND THE SEITZURE OF THE U.S.5. PUEBLO..THEY ALSO AGREED

i THAT. ANY FUTURE.- INCIDENT OF SUCH NATURE:WOULD SLRIOU&LY JLDPARDIzé

.. \PEACE. AND. SECURLTY-~IN THE-ARER . | ,i

¢ THE PRESIDEHT‘AND “THETUNITED STAT&S PRESlDENTIALﬂENVOY AGR&ED l
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1 ﬁﬁCOUNTHIhS 70 UNDERTAKE IMMEDIATE CONSULTATIONS IN _THE hVENI “THE .

- o SO By et mo o B o

UALSO DISCUSSED THE MANNER IN WHICH THE-ADDITIONAL $128 NILLIGN
IOF THE-UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO THE-REPUBLIC OF KOREA
‘RECGMKENDED. BY- PRESTDENT JOHNSON TO_THE UNITED. STATES.CONGRESS

- ‘SHOULD BE-ALLOCATED: TO-BEST-ENHANCE THE CAPABILITY OF THE
‘KOREAN‘MlLlIﬁR¥—FOBCES;iQWHEFEND IHﬁlR.HON&LANﬂggg

SEGRET— ' v

=2~ SEQUL 4178, FEBRUARY 12

“RELATIONS BETWEEN THEIR COUNTRIES, WOULD ENABLE TREIR GOVERNMENTS

“TO-MEET THE PROBLENWS CREATED 8Y SUCH NORTH KOREAN ACTIONS Ih
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AND
IﬁE MUTUAL_DEFENSE, TREATY BETWEEN“THE™ UNITED STATES ~ANDZTHE®

: rateler W -q\l--\*

PAGE 3 RUALOS 4178L SECR-ET- .
REPUBLIC OF KOREA. THEY REAFFIRMED THE CONNIIWENI -OF~THE TWO

SECURLIM OFZTHE REPUBLIC*0Ff KOREA IS THREATERED. ¢

TH&nPR&SIDENT ANDUTHE“UNITED STATES- PRESIDE NTIAL~£NUOY ' o
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;. 'CYRUS VANCE, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR PORTER GENERAL
‘BDNESTEEL, AND JOHN WalSH, CONFERRED WITH PRESIDENT PARK FOR

;2 1/2 HOURS TODAY. PRIME MINISTER FOREIGHN NINISTER, DEFENSE MIN- X

ISTER AND ClA DIRECTOR aLSo PARTICIPATED.

3 LENGTHY 'SESSTON | PROUIDED 'USEFUL RELIEF VALVE FOR ROK ¢~

'EMOTIONS. TENSIONS:GRADUALLY EASED.AS DIALOGUE-VWAS ESTABLISHED.

: ‘PARK REITERATED AT LENGTH THEMES MADE FAMILIAR BY REPORTS OF - .
QAMBASSADOR PORTER AND GENERAL BONESTEEL IN FATALISTIC AND C

-,
A

PAGE RUALOS 4176E B '
{SIMPLISTIC TERMS, WHILE THE PRESIDENT®S SINCERITY UAS-NOT g
Ep

.0

-,

OUBT IT WAS.EVIDENT TH4T WIS SPECIFIC PROPOSALS wERE ;THE PRQ-
UCT_ OFzEMOTION-RATHER: THAN.FINISHED STAFF WORK,

PARK" CHARGED WITH DEEP CONVICTION THAT-KIM IL SUNG IS ON ¢

Y
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"PATH OF WAR. THE RATE OF VIOLATION OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 1 ©

1HAS INCREASED MARKEDLY. THE ATTACK ON THE:- BLUE HOUSE DESIGNED
gTO KILL HItt AND HIS FAMILY AND THE SEIZURE OF THE PUEBLO WERE
rACI‘S OF WAR. THE NORTH XOREANS HAVE THOUSANDS OF TRAINED
INFILTRATORS AND' FURTHER SERIOUS PENETRATIONS ARE INEVITABLE
UIN THE SPRING. THEY-INTEND TO HARASS THE SO0UTH KOREAN PHOPLL,»’
{DISRUPT THE-ECONOMY AND, WHEN THE COUNTRY IS SUFFICIENTLY

FWEAXENED, RESORT .TO "ALL OUT WAR. THEY WILL OKLY RESPECT COUMTER-.i

YFORCE,’ THEY SHOULD BE WARNED OF THE CONSEQUENCES QOF FURTHER
-SVIOLATIONS, ASKED TO APOLOGIZE FOR PAST ACTIONS, -AND REQUESTED

'TO PROMISE NOT _TO VIOLATE THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT IN THE FUTURE.

'IN ADDITION WETSHOULD PUBLICLY STATE -THAT_ ANY-FUTURE VIOLATIONS
- ;WILL BE MET- BYSIMMEDIATE RETALIATION, ALL COURSES OF ACTION

' I8 THE PRESENT SITUATION ARE DANGEROUS BUT PARKIDID NOT SELIEVE

THAT*REIALIAILQNAﬁOULU:ﬂBOVOKE THE -DRNK . TO “WARs_. F IRMNESS AND |
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RESOLTUION ARE IMPERATIVE IN THE PRESENT ITUATION

DELAY AND STALL THE NEGOTIATIONS IN ORDER TO HUMILIATE THE ys
‘AND THEREFORE ROK. HE WISHED TO KNOW,AWIYTHE (S WOULD DG UNDER
. P THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES IN ORDER TO CALM HIS PEOPLE. HE WAS WORRIED
.- *AND DISPLEASED BY THE INDICATIONS BY. HIGH OFFICIALS THAT THE PUEBLO -
3COULD HAVE BEEN IN NORTH XOREAN TERRITORLAL WATERS AND BY SENATOR -
_MANSFIELD'S RECOMMENDATIONS THAT THE ISSUE-BE SUBMITTED TO THE ICJ.~
,THESE STATEMENTS AND THE ABSENCE OF ROX PARTICIPATION AT PANMUNJOM
. AROUSED ROK SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS, NEVERTHELESS, HE -3
“ WOULD NOT OPPOSE"THE CONTINUATION. OF SECRET TALKS.PROVIDING HE

'*HAD AN ASSURANCE THAT I&FILTRAT!ON woUuLD STOP

ﬁ'»
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THE US
. "WORLD PQSITION DEPENDS UPON FIRMNESS IN FACE OF COMMUNIST PRESSYRE. °
JIF WE ARE WEAX HERE WE WILL PAY FOR IT IN THE FORM OF COMMUNIST

. AGGRESSION ELSEWHERE,

ON THE PANMUNJOM ISSUE, PARK FEARED KQN’fL SUNG WOULD

—————

e

o
o
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THROUGHOUT THE 'LENGTHY DISCUSSION VANCE CALMLY. AND SYMPATHET-
T JCALLY STROVE FOR A DIALOGUE WITH THE PRESIDENT, PROBED FOR SPECI--:

FIGITY, POINTED out THE WEAKNESS AND DANGERS OF PARK S OPTIONS,

L]
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« EXPLAINED US POLICY, REITERATED THE COMMONALITY OF US-ROK INTERESTS,

"WARNED OF THE DANGERS OF PRECIPITATE AND UNILAYERAL ACTION, AND

- SOUGHT FOR A COMMON, SATISFACTORY COURSE OF ACTION.
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“* WHILE THE JURY REMAINED OUT ‘AT THE END OF THE SESSION, THE
ATMOSPHERE WAS FRIENDLY- AND THE -ROXS APPEARED TO RECOGNIZE THAT:
-WE -WOULD NOT. AGREE TO A-POLICY OF RETALIATION. DESPITE PRESS
REPORTS TO THE CONTRARY, THE-ROKS-:DID .NOT:=RAI'SE.ISSUE OFuREVISION,
- OF MUTUAL-DEFENSE TREATY OR OF SEEKING .TO DISENGAGE FROM THE . :
;OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF CINCUNC, 'CLEARLY, HOWEVER, WE HAVE MUcCH ¥ -

f SERIOUS TALX AHEAD OF US BEFORE'WE WILL KNOW THE OUTCOME OF THIS ..
wMISSION, " WE WILL SUBMIT "A DRAFT COMMUNIQUE TOWIGHT L TOMORROW )
,NORNINGMME WILL. MEEI“MITH -THE-FOREIGN -AND OTHER™ NINISTERS*ANDv

\~ '
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INFORMATION

SEGRET—
Moaday, February 12, 1968
12:00 noon
Mr. President:
Herewith the Thang-Komer brother

act makes some progress; although
they've ocbvicusly got to get the ports

m”l-'o '

W. W. Rostow

Salgoa 19121

WWRostow:rin
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- SUB/ SITUATION REPORT PROJECT RECOVEQY -= 1889 HOURS,
12 FEBRUARY ,

1. THANG IM BULL CHARGE-OF COORDINATING GROUP TODAY ACTING
" YITH AUTHORITY AND USUAL DRIVE. YE HAS REGULARIZED COORDINATING
GROUP OPERATION. AT DAILY 1722 MEETING, MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATIVE

PAGE 2RUMJIR 19121 &—FER-ET—

‘WILL REPORT ON DAY'S ACTIVIITES AND RAISE PROBLEMS OR - )
" PLAMS REQUIRING COMMITTEE ACTION. MINISTERS MEET, WITH XY

IN CHAIR, AT 9988 EVERY MORNING.

2, SEVERAL DEFINITE STEPS TAKEN AT TODAY™S MORNING WMEETING.
ADDITONAL RED AREAS .TURNED BLUE IN SAIGON. NOW 1729 TO 273¢
CURFEY AND MINIMUM RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO ALL OF DISTRICTS
1, 2 AND 4 PLUS ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF DISTRICTS 3 AND 5. KY
+ SET BACX CURFEW FROM 14067 TO 1524 IN ALL RED AREAS. DESPITE
'OUf{DROPOSAL TO HAVE UNIFORM CURFEW STARTING AT 1723. STARTING
- THURSDAY, 44 SAIGONIRICE RETAILERS WILL BE SUPPLIED WITH RICE
ZWITH TWO RD CADRE STATICNED AT EACH RETAIL OUTLET TO CHECK
"'THAT SALES ARE CORRECT ‘AND PRICES RIGHT. SIXTY-SIX HAVE
ALREADY EITHER BE@UN RICE SALES OR HAVE LAID TO SUFFICIENT
. STOCKS TO RE ABLE TO START TOMORROW OR THURSDAY. IHANG 'SAYS:
HE. WILL MAVE LICENSES WITHDRAWN FROM DEALERS WHO REFUSE- TO
COOPERATE. REMAINDER OF RD CADRE WILL BE TRANSFE RRED TO MSWR |
. TO HELP STAFF 108 REFUGEY -CENTERS- IN SﬁIPON/CiA DINH.

3. PORT DPERATIONS HAVE BEEN SLOWVD TO SWAIL S PQCE BY: CURF&W
ANDQTHER RESTRICTIONS. TWENTY SHI

. SITTING IDL? IN PORT
TODAYs 27 HOLDING AT VUNG TAU; 15 MORE SITTING AT SUBIC BAY.

|

PAGE 3 RUMJIR 19121 5F—EREF ‘ ' ' {
- HOPING TO GIVE THANG LEVER, WE HAVE PASSED RUMOR TO GVN THAT

NO SHIPS LEAVING US PORTS BECAUSE OF TIE-UP AND RESULTING .

UNBEARABLE DEMURRAGE CHARGES. -
4. ACOORNTNG TO GENERAL FORSYTHE, OUR MAN AT THE PALACE,’
COMMITTEY REALLY.FUNCTIONING MUCH BETTER. THREE LIAISON
OFFICIALS BETWEEN KEY MINISTRIES AND COMMITTEE WERE APPOINTED

- ]
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PAGE 3 RUMJIR 19121 5—F€RET— |
YOPING TO GIVE THANG “.EVER, WE HAVE PASSED RUMOF TO GVN THAT

NO SHIPS LEAVING US LRTS BECAUSE OF TIE-UP AND- ZSULTING -

" UMBREARABLE DEMURRAGE CHARGES.

4. ACTORDIRG 10 GENERAL FORSYTHEZ, OUR MAN AT THE PALACE,

COMMITTEE REALLY FUNCTIONING MUCH BETTER. THREE LIAISOM

OFFICIALS BETWEEN XEY MINISTRIES AND COMMITTEE WERE APPOINTED

TODAY -- COLONAL NGIEU BROUGHT IN BY THANG FROM I CTZ WITH

MSWR, HUONG (NUMBER TWO AT FINANCE MINISTRY) WITH MINISTRY OF.

"~ ECONOMY, 4ND AN UNDESISNATED INDIVIDUAL WITH MINISTRY OF
PURBLIC WORXS. ‘

5. THE MINISTAR OF TRANSPORTATION AND ECONOMY ANNOUNCED THAT .
CLEARANCE HAS BEEN OBTAINED TO PUT COASTER FLEET BACK INTO
OPERATION., EARLY SHIPMENTS SCHEDULED FORDANANG, NHA TRANG .
_AND CAN THO CARRYING HEAVY TONNAGE RELIEF AND. CONSTRUCTION
 MATERIALS.

e

g, TS FiELD TﬁthPTION TFAWG WILL Bb 'SENT OUT BY COORDINATING
GR 'UP -- PROBABLY GOING TO II AND IV.CTZ ON FRIDAY. PUBLIC
WCORKS , HEALTH AND REFUGEE MINISTRIES WILL BE REPRESENTED.
MACCORV INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVE.

7. AS OF 17 FEBRUARY, RATHERILARGE-QUANTITIES OFCOMMODITIES

GE 4 RUMJIR 19121 ~—E~E-R—E-F ' ' -

AND. MEDICAL SUPpLIES HQD ALREQDY BEEN DISTRISUTED FROY CENTRAL

AND - RESION WAREHOUSE. SO FAR SHORTAGES HAVE BEEN RESULT OF ISOLATED
LOW STOCX LEVELS OR PROBLEY OF DISTRIBUTION CAUSED

BY POOR SECURITY RATHER THAN OVERALL SUPPPLY SHORTAGES

6§64 METRIC TONS OF SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED THROUGH MACCORDS
CHANMELS FROM CPSA WAREHOUSES TO FULFILL NEEDS IN SAIGON.

- 11 TONS WENT TO III1 CTZ. I CTZ SUPPLIED 117 TONS FROM ITS
‘REGIONAL WAREHOUSEs TI CTZ SUPPLIED 232 TONS. 68 TOMNS OF

MEDICAL SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN SHIPPED FROM SAIGON. PROVINCE

WAREHOUSES HAVE ISSUED OUT AS MUCH AS 75 TONS IN SOME CASES.
PRE-PACKAGE STOCKS WHICH WILL BE SHIPPED WITHOUT REQUISITION

" ARE BEING BUILT UP AT THE AIR AMERICA TERMINAL IN SAIGON.

2. PROVINCE REPORTS ALMOST ‘UNIVERSALLY COMPLAIN OF TRAVEL

"RESTRICTIONS ON ROADS, CURFEWS, AND LARGE NUMBER OF EVACUEES
HAMPERING RETURN .TO NORALCY. HOWEVER, IN DANANG, .MARKETS

. OPENED YESTERDAY AND CURFEW RELAXED TO 1982 TO A788. GENERALLY

FOOD PRICES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE DID NOT SPIRAL UPWARD TO THE

SAME EXTENT AS IN SAIGON. FOR THE MOST PART PRICES AVERAGE’

- RP=4ZPERCENT HIGHER THAN BEFORE TET.

9. IN MANY AREAS RD CADRE, CAUGHT'IN CITIES ON TET LEAVE

PAC" 5 TUWJIP 191221-S—E-G~R—541-—~

OR -PULLED BACK HASTILY TO MAN/DEFENSES OR FOR THEIR OWN
PROTECTIOP ARE WORKING AS REVU EE TEAMS OR HELPING WITH
OTHER PFCOMSLRUCTION ACT-IVITIES. QM AC¢QD‘R XOMER; DESIROUS -

OF CAPITALIZING ON ENENY'S/REPULST AND HEAVY LOSSES AND el
PREVENT ING VC'FROM HOLDING SWAY IN HAMLETS , IS PUSHING TO GET a . .
TERRITORIAL SICURITY RO®S BACK IN PLACE AND RD CADRE WORKING S

"~ JIN ASSIGNED MAMLETS. HE HAS DIRECTED COUNTRYSIDE SURVEY OF ' v
STRENGT' AND LOCATION OF TERRITORIAL SECURITY FORCES -- C
_ RF/PF UNITS, RD CADRE TEAMS, POLICE FORCES, PRU'S, ETC.



PAREHKOUSES HAVE ISSUED UUL AL MULA Mo .
PRE~PACKAGE STOCKS WHICH WILL BE SHIPPED UITHOUT REQUISITION
" ARE BEING BUILT UP AT ’HE AIR AMERICA TERMINAL I™ SAIGON.

g. PROVINCF RLPORTS ALMOST UNIVERSALLY COMPLAIN OF TRAVEL
PESTRICTIONS OY ROADS, CURFEWS, AND LARGE NUMBER OF EVACUEES
4HAMPERING RETURN TO NORALCY. HOWEVER, IN DANANG, MARKETS

“OPENED YESTERDAY AND CURFEW RELAXED TO 1989 TO #4729, GENERALLY

FOOD PRICES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE DID NOT SPIRAL UPWARD TO THE

SAME EXTENT AS IN SAIGON. FOR THE MOST PART PRICES AVERAGE
(@R7540FPERCENT HICKER THAN BEFORE TET.

. 9. IN MANY AREAS RD CADRE,:CAUGHTTIN»CITIES CN TET LEAVE

o PAGL 5 TUMJIR 191221 eki%—fkﬁrirﬁh——
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OR PULLED BACK HASTILY TO MAN DEFENSES OR FOR THEIR OWN

PROTECTION, ARE WORKING AS REFUGEE TEAWS GR HELPING WITH

© OTHER RECONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES. AMBASSAUOR HOWER, DESIROUS .

OF:CAPITALIZING ON ENENY'S/REPULSE AND HEAVY LOSSES AND - -¢]

PREVENT INZ :VC FROY HOLDIS SWAY IN HAMLETS , IS PUSHING TO GET ﬁ

TE?PITORINI SECURITY FGRE BACK 1N PLACE AND RD CADRE WORKING
#IN ASSIGNED HAMLETS. HE HAS DIRZCTED COUNTRYSIDE SURVEY:OF.

srpvunH 'AND. LOCATION-OF TERRITORIAL SECURITY FORCES --
RF/PE UNITS, RD.CADRETEAHS, .POLICE -FORCES, PRU'S, ETC.

a. Pﬁg&CE CASUALTIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WERE SURPRISINGLY
LIuHT. WITH 75 PERCENT OF PROVINCES REPORTING 222 POLICV S
WFPE KIA, 175 ¥WIQ, AND 17 MIA. : o

11. CHIEU HOI CENTERS SEEMED TO BE TARGETS OF ATTACXS. TWO -
CENTERS IN I CTZ, TWO IN IICTZ AND TWC IN IV CTZ WERE o
HEAVILY DAMAGED. COUNTS OF HOI CHANH CAPTURED BY THE ENENMY

QND MEW HOI CHANH COMING IN ARE NOT.YET AVAILABLE, ALTHOUGH

UMBER -OF NEW %ﬁ%&g%gf IN KNOWN TO BE LOW.

12, WILD FLUCTUATIONS IN EVAGCUEE FIGURES' OVER PAST TWO OR
THREE DAYS SHOW HOW TENUOUS NUMBERS ARE. BEST NUMBER TONIGHT
1S 457,729 (DOWN.FROM LAST NIGHT'S 527,8008) -- 65,802 IN I CTZ

PAGE & RUMJIR 19121 S—FC R E~F—
66;@@@ IN. II CTZ, 247,828 IN III CTZ (225,079 IN SAIGON/GIA DINH
ACCORDINE TO MSWRY, AND 79,090 IN IV CTZ. COUNT OF
HOUSEc DESTROYED IS BACK UP TO ABOUT 22,287%. CIVILIANS DEAD
T TOTAL APPROXIMATELY 3,680 WITH ANOTHER 19 203 WOUNDED GP-4
BUNKER .
‘BT .

PO



INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968
—TOP-SECRET-TRINE— 12:00 noon

Mr, Presideat:

Herewith an ominous indication of a pessible North
Korean air attack on Seocul 14 February; although
it could be merely a training nissiom,

W. W. Rostow

—TOP-SECRET TRINE-sttachment



Mon ¢, February 12, 1968

-TOR_SECRET . u#Sam, pes
MR, PRESIDENT:

For what it may be worth, here are my thoughts.

1. As Westy said today, and you understood for a long time, the snemy
decided to abandoa his attritional strategy and go for broke. In strategic terms,
Saigon and Washingtom understood this. Tactically, it was understood with
respect to [ Corps and the DMZ @ensive. What was not understood and budgeted
for was an attack on the cities and towns on the scale, with the concentration,
and with the timing that it occurred, :

2. The enemy failed in his maximum objective, But be achisved these
sescondary objectives: .

-= he shook U. 8. public opinion;

-= he shook world opinion;

-- he shook the goveramental structure;

== be shook the RF and PF and imposed high casualties on the ARVN;

-= he forced a significant piecemeal diversion of Westy's slim reserve
forces for the I Corps offensive.

3. . He now evidently hopes to force a major sethack on us in I Corps while
coatinuing to harass the cities, pick up pieces of the countryside, and prevent
Westy from comcentrating sufficient force in I Corps.

4. So far as U. 8. and world opinion are concerned, there is only one
satisfactory answer: a clear defeat of the smemy in I Corps, while rallying the
South Vietnamese to get back on their fest elsewhers. Moresover, I Corps is --
or should be -- our kind of battle. It has guerrilla slements, but is much more
asarly conventional war. It should be our kind of war if Westy is not strapped
for men, aircraft, and supplies.

5. Only such a demonstration is likely to porml.t us to end the war oa
honorable terms.

6. Therefors, I am for a very stromg response te Westy's cable. Ouly you
can make ths pelitical assessment of what it would cost to call up the reserves;
but that would be the most impressive demonstratioa to Hanol and its friends,

7. As for the issus Clark Clifford raised -- how do you explain this in
terms of past statements of progress -- I belisve the cutline for a talk
I gave you yestsrday handles it with ons exception.

We bcghbycﬂdﬂngtholdndofmﬂvuitwusim 1965 and the
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progress we were making., Evidently, Hanoi decided that this attritional war
was not moviag its way: they were losing population; a legitimate constitutional
government was being created. They thought their position would be worse a
year from now than at presenmt.

Therefors, they designed this go-for-broke offensive. We knew about it;
but they achieved tactical surprise in the cities.

They failed at the frontier (Loc Ninh and Dak Te).

They hit the goverament M&R\fﬂiadumpopdm“hlrd;
but they failed.

Now they are rounding on I Corps; and we're not going to let them have it.
We are sending men to assure Westy the reserves he needs; we are calling

up reserves to make sure no one gets the idea that we can't handle our other
world commitmaents.

W. W. Rostow



AN UMMALLIUN

Monday, February 12, 1968
TOR SEGRET 11:30 a. m,
Mr, Presidemt:

Herewith Bus Whesler's supplement and com-
mentary to Westy's cable of this moraing.

Para. 5 is interesting. We'll get the full text
soonest,

W. W, Rostow

-TOR SECRET-NODIS attachment (CM-3003-68 12 Feb 68)
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C, 20301

CM-3003-68
12 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Reinforcements for South Vietnam

1. General Westmoreland's message' (MAC 01975) which I
furnished to you earlier today is not in response to a message I
sent to him last night, copy of which is attached hereto. General
Westmoreland is drafting now a response to my message.

2. General Westmoreland repeated over the telephone to me
at 0815 hours the gist of his earlier message; namely, he believes
the VC struck out in Phases 1 and 2 of their offensive. He con-
siders he has opportunities available to exploit the enemy's
failures. He needs soonest one brigade of the 82d Airborne
Division and a Marine Corps Regiment. He considers that he can
hold off on a decision to request the remainder of the 82d
Airborne Division and the other three battalions of Marines until
later. He can absorb logistically the troops that he asks for now.
It is conceivable that the troops he asks for will be needed only
for six months; he will not bind himself that he will not need more
troops at a later time. He pointed out that the forces he is
requesting are within the 525, 000 ceiling to which he agreed.
Parenthetically, he commented that he doesn't know how sacrosanct
that figure is. In response to the questions posed in my message to
him, attached hereto, he made the following comments:

a. He does not anticipate ''defeat, '' but he desperately needs
the troop elements requested in order to capitalize on opportuni-
ties available to him., The enemy has been repulsed in II, III
and IV Corps areas, but I Corps must be reinforced. If requested
troops are not made available, he would have to undertake an
unacceptably risky course of drawing additional forces

oyl o conies

/\?
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from elsewhere in South Vietnam.

b.  On balance the ARVN has done'a good job. He does not
know the status of Regional Force and Popular Force troop
elements. He believes it will be 1 April before the status of
ARVN is known.

c. He can support logistically the forces he has requested;
however, it is mandatory that he open and keep open Highways
1 and 9 and this will cost troops.

d. Additional forces will give him increased capability
to regain the initiative and go on the offensive at an appropriate
time.

3. As to paragraph 2 of my cable regarding strategy, General
Westmoreland says they are good questions which he will respond
to more fully in a message now being drafted. His brief responses
to the thoughts expressed in paragraph 2 of my message are as
follows: '

a. His Priority One objective is to clear the cities.

b. He agrees with the expressed Priority Two of giving away
no territory of value but he points out that sometimes he must
- fight in unfavorable terrain and weather in order not to give up
important ground. ' T

c. As to holding Khe Sanh, he has prepared on a close hold
basis contingency plans to execute a tactical withdrawal if this
becomes desirable and necessary. However, he believes ’
strongly that retention of Khe Sanh will afford him in future

- opportunities to exploit the enemy's commitment of troops in
and around Khe Sanh and deal him a severe and perhaps a knock
out blow.

d. As to the Delta, he does have contingency plans to move
forces from there as required. He points out that the battalions
committed (US) in the Delta have stiffened the ARVN and have
helped them to repulse the enemy with heavy losses. His - , .
Riverine Force is now being used in the vicinity of Can Tho with
good effect. ' : ‘ o .
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4. He reports that the damaged C-130 at Khe Sanh Airfield is
undergoing repair and he hopes to get it out today. He intends
to use C-123s and Caribou aircraft from now on to resupply Khe
Sanh in order to conserve his C-130 assets. He is disseminating
gravel in large quantities in and around Khe Sanh in those areas
which he does not anticipate his forces will have to enter; there
is evidence that the gravel is giving the enemy trouble. He is
employing his B-52s with effect in bombing enemy forces and
installations in the Khe Sanh area.

5. A senior VC political cadre was captured yesterday at
Danang. This man had on him a long document, now being
translated, which apparently represents the results of a high
level conference of VC officials. The first quick examination of
the document indicates that its contents reflect the view that the

VC made a mistake in launching their Tet offensive at the time and

in the manner they did. Specifically, the country was not ready
for a mass uprising and US/ARVN military strength was seriously
underestimated by VC/NVA forces.

6. While the decisions and requests made in his message of
todayare his, he has consulted closely with Ambassador Bunker,
General Abrams and Mr. Komer who all agree as to the validity
of his assessments and request for additional troop strength.

Gl A Lotats

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

"
L4
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CINFO: _ADM U.S.G. SHARP, CINCPAC o |

'.DELIVER SOONEST DURING WAKING HOURS

~

P REF: . MAC. 01858 . . ' =
1. ht a mceting at the White'HoUSe;this afternoon,attended
by Secy Rusk, Secy McNamara, Mr. Helms, General Max Taylor, Mr.“
+ Clark Cllfford Walt Rostow and nyself there was Eé@é]mnch
' dlscu381on of the referenced message.’ The critical questlon.
addressed centered around paragraph 9 of the reference which
leads off that you would welcome relnforcements at any time they -
_can be made‘avai;able and stated the purpoéea to which you would~
nut'these forces. Specifically,'yourfmeasage is interpreted
here as expressing.the foilowing‘. :':h;
Ia. You could use addltlonal u. S. troop units, but you
. H’l .SUI/)
are not express;ng a flrm demand for'them; == you do not fear
defeat lf you are not relnforcedﬁf
'1b; You arE'concerned as to the poséible status of
“the ARVN‘as a result of recent combat actions. -
cL: YOP are concerned about the reiiability of your
logistic systen dnto northern I Corps Tactdcal Zone and believe
. that you must control and usevHighway 1 through the Ai Van Pass.

‘.d.h Addltlonal forces would glve you lncreased capability-

to regaxn the lnxtlatxve and go on the offens;ve at an approprlate.

-y .
,l.,'
"

time. =~ - ¢+
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2. )arv'WE;]CBnSLderable dlscu531on of the situation

centered about the change in enemy strategy, its effect, and why.
the change_was instituted. The question arose as to whether or
not we too should not change our strategy{ Fonvexample, pne'

conferee stated that prlorlty 1l should be to clear the cities;

priority 2, give away no. terrltory of value ‘but av01d combat w1th

the 'enemy in terraln and weather favorlng him. You will percelvethe

thought in priority 2 that’ perhaps we are maklng a mistake by

attempting to hold the Khe Sanh area qnd]perhaps shoqld concentraté

our defenses further to the.east. A further thought cited byhthé.

same conferee concerned the desirability of using U.S. troops

now in the Delta as your reSerVe,kleavipg IV Corps operations to

' the "ARVN.

3. I will telephone you at the usual time tomorrow. ° I .

would particularly appreciate hav1ng your views at that time e
vegardis

tﬁ the” content of paragraph_l of this message. Moreover, I would
- appreciate having your views by return message on all ofAthe

questions raised in this message.
: , :

4. FYI: I am considering a trip to visit with you sometime

‘.

k]

3

in the next few days in, order "to obtain at firsthand your thoughts.

as to the situation and corrective measures needed. If the trip
comes off, I will quite probany stop in Hawaii en route to South
Vietnam for about a half day to talk thlngs over with you, Oley

Warm regards to you “both.

LY)
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1—9—3—5—E—C—R—E—+-LIHLlLD DLST{LBULLOW MAu 01975 EYES ORLY

':SUBJLCT. ASSLSSMENL OT SITUAlluN AND RMQULREMLNYS

1. SLNCE LA 3T OCTOB”R, THE LNLMY hA9 LAU\L”LD A MAJOR |

. CAE AIG\ SLGRAIING A C(ANCL or STRATLGY IROP ONE OF DROLQA TZD

UAR xO OWH or QUlCK MLLILARY/POLITI“AL VlCFORY DUthG
AMLRIhAN ELEGTION YEAR. HIS }LhSL PHAS E, DESIGN D PO SHC'”

Uh

TE HOuD SR A EAS, HAS FAILED lHV SLCOVD PHA)up LAUQCHLD Oﬂ

DISRUPT THE WAC”INERY OF éOVERVMEVL AVD COMMA\D AND CONLROL

’70F Tk VluLNAMESu FORCES, AND 10 ISOLA”E lﬂh CIII S, ”AS ALSO

...‘ K . g LYK ) \’J .a\.;b \\n..}ILlVlrL-J b‘QlR'BU\lO{\E - : .
. L4 i, p lf\ ' ..
. | ARUTIA
E L,, ’l;.u u'u\s' \1 7 | | $74
‘o ’/ ) M

. TE OCCASION OF TET AND DPSIGNEP.TQ INITIATE PUBLIC upaxsch,’jo‘.

C o

,P:AILFD NEVERTHELESS, THE ENENY'S THIRD P%A%E, WEICH IS “V;-fé—ﬂﬁff“

ESIGNED T0 SEIZE QuAhG TR AND quA TIIEN PROV;N““S HAS o e

. JU.T BEGUN. WLS UlLL BL A MAKIMUx EcFORT BY "W? ENEMY,
, CAPITA LIZLhG ol 'xS SHORL LINES OF COMWUV;CATLON, LH? POOR
- VEAT E ?RTVAILLQG IN THE AQTA FOR TJE NLXL LWO MO“T“S, AND

gt

O’ POSI 10 NS IN T{? DHZ AVD NORTW AND }ROM LAOS LO THE NESA..

. FURT -RﬁO (5 HE CAN BRING AQMOR LO BEAR ON liE BAAILEFIELD.

. TULS PEASE AS A MATTER OF FACE ._Vv CAN' T THEREF 0RE EXPECT #I¥ O ;~ .

' )
D \ Iif‘g"

Y

{\
5ln) hﬁW 3 ﬂ

.:HIS AB LLITY TO BRIhG AYTILLFRY AND ROCKE FIRE TO BEAR ON L\SLALLA”IOWS

IT IS CLEAR T-AT THE EN Y HAS DLCIDLD u CAN NOT "STRIKE OUT" - IN, -
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TO ¥IH. IN ADDITION, WE MUST EXPECT HINM TO TRY TO REGAIN T+E
INITIATIVE IN ALL OTHER AREAS.
2. IF TUE ENEMY HAS CHANGED WIS srRATrGY, VE MUST
CUANGE OURS. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT IT IS OUR hAfIOAAL POLICY .
TO PROMIBIT THE ENEMY FROM SEIZING AND PERMANENTLY OCCUPYING
THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES, I INTEND TO HOLD THEM AT ALL COST. uouzvza,
TO DO SO I MUST REINFORCE FROM OTHER AREAS AND ACCEPT A MAJOR
RISK, URLESS I CAN GET REINFORCEMENTS, WHICH I DESPERATELY NEED.

3. 70 BRING THE MAXIMUY MILITARY POVER TO BEAR ON THE

‘ENLIY IN QUANG iRI AND TRUA lﬂIEN AdD TO PREVENL THE GRADUAL
' EROSION OT THESE THO PROVINCES, I MUST OPEV UP HIGHWAY 1 FROM

DANANG AhD ”IG%WAY 9 10 KHE SANH. I”LSE Tuo TASKS ARE NOT

‘ O.UNRLASONABLEg PROVIDLD THAL I CAN DIVERT THE TROOPS TO PROVIDE
'SLCURITY AND COMMIT TWE EhGIhEERs 10 T”E TASK. I lqEREFORE

MUQL MAKE A DOUN PAYMENT IN TROOPS I“ ORDER TO PROVIDE TJL

’LO TICS TO SUPPORT IN FULLY ADEQUATE FASHIOV TROOPS NOU DEPLOYED
AND RLINFORCEMENTS T”Af WILL BE REQUIRED. FIRST, IT WILL REQUIRE

A MARINE /REGIMENT OR AN ARMY BRIGADE TO SECURE THE AI VAN
PASS FROM QUANG TRI TO HUE/PHU BAI. ANOTHER REGIMENT OR

- BRIGADE WILL BE REQUIRED BETWEEN HUE AND QUANG TRI.AEINALLY,
A THIRD REGIMENT OR BRIGADE WILL BE REQUIRED TO SECURE HIG“WAY

9 TO THE KNE SANH AREA. I CANNOT AFFORD TO DIULRT TROOPS NOU
DEPLOYED IN THAT AREA FOR th PURPOSE AND AM THEREFORE FORCED
TO DEPLOY THE 101ST AQN'DIV FROM THE III CORPS; THIS I§ NOW
IN TYE PROCESS ARD WILL BE DONE AS _FAST AS TRANSPORTATION CAN
BE WADE AVAILABLE EVEN THE COMMITMENT OF THE 101ST WILL °

' LlMlTl’D DlSTRlbUIlO

"’J'*ﬂ .an
I‘izi { ’ ‘\7
L.r k }t “” \

_l‘xJ Gind
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PUT ME IN NO BETTER THAN A MARGINAL POSTURE TO COPE WITH THUE

SITUATION AT MAND.

(4. THIS HAS BEEW A LINITED VAR WITH LIMITED OBJECTIVSS,

FOUGHT WITX LIMITED NEANS AND PROGRAMMED FOR THE UTILIZATION
OF LIMITED RESOURCES. THIS WAS A FEASIRLE PROPOSITION O T-E
ASSUMPTION THAT THE ENIMY VAS TO FIGHT A PROTRACTED VAR. VE ARE
NOW IN A NEW BALL GANE'UMERE UE FACE A DETERMINED, HIGHLY
DISCIPLINED ENEMY, FULLY MOBILIZED TO ACHIEVE A QUICK VICTORY.
“E IS IN TE PROCESS OF THROWING IN ALL WIS "NILITARY CHIPS TO
GO FOR BROKE.” “E REALIZES AND I REALIZE THAT WIS. GREATEST
OPPCRTUNITY T0 DO THIS IS IN QUANG TRI-THUA THIEN. WE CANNOT

‘ PERMIT T%IS..ON THE OTHER HAND, WE MUST SELIZE THE OPPORTUNITY

L

fO FRUb’ IH. AT THE SAWE 1IML, WE CANNOT PERMIT HIM TO
MAKE GALNS IN T{L OTHER CORPo AREAS, AND'I'AM OBLIGATED T0,
MAINTALV THE MLNIMUH ESSEVTLAL TROOPS LV TUESL AREAS |

'10 LNSURL SLABILITY OF THE SITUATION AND TO REGAIN T”E IhITIATIVE.
~ EQUAL IN PdLORLTY TO THE ENEMY Is TWE SALGON AREA AVD

} 589,896 US TROOPS Awn 60,961 FREE WOnLD MILITARY ASSISTANCE_

:;3oppb. FURTHER CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE THALS AND KOREANS ARE |
'MQ$T35 AWAY. I “AVE BEEN PROMISED 525,028 TROOPS, WMICH

© ACCORDING TO PRESEﬁT PROGRAMS WILL NOT MATERIALIZE UNTIL

1969, 1 NEED TRESE 525,922 TROOPS NOW. IT S?OULD BE NOTED T-AT
'IS CEILI&G ASSUHED 14L SUBSLANILAL RuPLACEMvNL OF MILITAnY .

'BY CIVILIANS, WrICH Now APPhARS IMPRACTICAL. I NEED R"IhFORuEMLxlS
P;Iw TERMS OF (COMBAT ELEFENTS. I THEREFORE URGE THAT THE Rv'BE

JaR SERRET LIWITED DlSTRiBUTlO\i

WAL MAET R 1]

A MIGY RISK IN T”IS AREA IS UWACbEPLABLE. I NOU HAVE APPROXIMATELY -



: At ey g
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. DLPLOYPD LMNEDIAQELY A NARINE RLGIMLNP PACKAGE AND A BRIGADE
. PACKAGE OF THE 82D ABN DIV AND THAT THE REMAINING ELEWENTS -
‘uf‘oy "0$E TWO DIVISIONS BE PREPARED TO FOLLOW AT A LATER TIME. .
.. TIME IS OF TVE ESSENGE. | | |
""" © 5. 1 MUST STRESS EQUALLY THAT WE FACE A SITUATIGN OF GREAT
OPPORTUNITY AS WELL AS WEIGHTENED RISK. HOWEVER, TIME IS OF
¢ TVE ESSENCE HERE, TO0. I DO NOT SEE HOW THE ENEMY GAN LONG

- SUSTAIN T4E HEAVY LOSSES WNICH HIS WEW STRATEGY IS ENABLING .

C Us To INFLICT ON HIM. THEREFORE,‘ADEQUAT% REINFORCEMENTS
. (. SUOULD PERMIT ME NOT ONLY TO CONTAIN HIS I CORPS OFFENSIVE T

© BUT ALSO TO CAPITALIZE ON HIS LOSSES . BY SLI7*NG THE INITIATIVE -

L C Iy oTHER AREAS. EXPLOITING THIS OPPORLUIITY ?j |
COULD "MATY TRIALLY SHORTEN THE WAR.
. 6. IF CINCPAC CONCURS, REQUEST THAT THE SECRLFARY _
Q oF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF BE INTORMED or MY POSILIO\.
’ 7.1 ”AVE 'DISCUSSED THIS MESSAGE IN DETAIL WITH AlB
BUNKFR AND “iE CONCURS.

I;IMITE_D DISTRIBUTION




Monday, February 12, 1963

11:15 a. m,

My, Presidenmt:

Assuming, as I do, that we have to write
off, virtually, the 513 severely damaged
alrcraft, these losses seom somewhat more

"serious than we first thought.
The proportion of weapons captured to

estimated ememy killed in action is under 4/1,
and, therefore, reasomable on past experience.

W. W, Rostow

-CONFIDENTIALattachment (NMCC 2/12/68 0600 EST Casualties,
Weapoms Seised, and Aircraft Losses in SYNam)
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12 February 1968
0600 EST

Subject: (Casualties, Weapons Seized and Aircraft
: Losses in South Vietnaw
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This memorandum is the latest significant 1nfo1mat10n
on casualties, weapons seized, and aircraft losses in South
Vietnam during the enemy Tet offensive.
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2 Atchs: - SHANNON
1. Casualties § ’ Brlgadler General, USAF
Weapons Seized - Deputy Director for o
2, Aircraft Losses Operations (NMCC) ‘ {
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'SYN AIRCRAFT LOSS/DAMAGE FROM 290300 EST JAN TO 110300 EST FEB

The following report reflects a refine
damage figures resulting from detailed re

subordinate commands within MACV.

SERVICE
USAF

US ARMY

US NAVY

CA-1
RF-4

TYPE DESTROYED

€-130
F-100
C-123
C-7A
A-37
0-1-
AC-47
F-4
0-2
U-10
C-47
HH-43
EC-47
C-5¢
RF-101

SUB-TOTAL

UH-1B

UH-1C

UH-1D

UH-1H

AH-1G

CH-47

CH-54

OH-6A

Ol{-13

OH-23

0-1 -

ov-1

U-1

U-6

U-21 v
SUB-TOTAL

uli- 34
SUB-TOTAL

N -
o dOHOO\IHNNONOM\le gowcooooomwo\lwoomo

DAMAGED

15
39
19

ment in thelloss/
ports submitted by the

TOTAL

15
.41
19
7
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SERVICE - TYPE  DESTROYED ~  DAMAGED = TOTAL
usMe C-130

UH-34
SUB-TOTAL

(@]
=
1]
w
L
dl—'cmocr—ooor-'o:—n
[
«d
-
2

(TR "2

TOTAL 93 v 1,116% 1,211

. *603 of this total were classified as minor/limited

damage. , —_—

Qo

Attack/fighter 16 123 139
Other fixed wg 22 : 189,  ..211
Helicopters s7 . . 804 . 861

_TOTAL 95 1,116 . 1,211
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B, T NIV

S
SONEIDENTLAL- .
‘o llzggaugéglgzbgzaS;xps for the period 290500 EST January
1ST CORDS ‘
us ARVN FW ENEMY
KIA/WIA/MIA ~ KIA/WIA/MIA KIA/WIA/MIA KIA/DET
505/2,554/0 632/1,980/0 24/113/0 10,324/2,249
B B | 2D CORPS ' | T
114/550/2  360/1,123/4  20/47/0 5,440/1.684%
| 3D CORPS T
310/1,630/1  668/3,095/53 16/92/0 | io,gos/iélaé
4TH_CORPS : ot
83/410/7 445/1,650/77  2/0/0 . . 5,144/730 h
TOTALS | S
1,012/5,144/10  2,105/7,848/134 62/252/0 31'816/5 828

Civilian casualties throughout SVN are estimated to be about 2,700
killed with 12,500 wounded. SOURCE: Saigon Embassy message
#19004 dated 1115222.

Weapons seized by Corps for the period 290500 EST January
to 112300 EST February:

1ST CORPS 2D CORPS 30 CORPS  4TH CORPS

Individual weapons 2,013 1,647 . .2,483 1,397
Crew-served weapons 495 170 ' 384 : 230
Totals: 2,508 1,817 2,847 ' 1,627

. ) o [}

Grand total: §,79%
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INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968
11:00 a. m,

Mr. Presideat:

As I understand it, the Cabinet
acted definitively on Vistnamese
mobilization.

The 18 and 19 year olds are

obscure in this communique. I'll find
out,

W. W. Rostow

Saigon 19104

WWRostow:rln
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FHE FOLLOVING COMMUNIQUE FROM THE MINISTQY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE .
1 AS MONITORED BY FBIS FEB. 1! FROM SAIGON RADIO (FBIS TRAVSLATIOV)‘

¢ UOTE TO MEET THE NATIONAL DEFENS RLQUIREWENTS DURIVG THE
b MERGESCY SITUATION OF THE COUWTRY THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM® S
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RWED FORCES MUST BE RAPIDLY REINFORCED AND STRENGTHENED

éﬁ A
;ﬁUMERICALLY WITHIN A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. TO ANSWER THE

®EEDS OF THE WAR SITUATION, THE FINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
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UNCLaSSIFIED

PAGE @2 SAIGON 19184 121217Z

. 1) TO CALL TO THEZ COLORS ALL VETERANS BELONGING TO VARIOUS ARMY
BRANCHES AND SERVICES, FROM 33 YEARS OLD DOWNWARD, THAT IS,
. BORN DURING AND AFTER 1935, ATD HAVING SERVED IN THE ARMY
. FOR LESS THAN FIVE YEARS, RFGARDLESS OF THE YEAR OF THEIR
. gEMOBILIZATION. THEY MUST REPORT FOR RE-ENLISTMENT BETWEEN
©" FEBRUARY 15 aND MARCH 15, 1968. THOSE WHO REPORT BEFORE.
¢ FEBRUARY 29 WILL HAVE A CHOICE OF THE UNIT AND PLACE- OF SERVICE
. WHERE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS MUST .BE INCREASED AND MAY REJOIN
{ THEIR FORMER ARMY BRANCHES AND SERVICES.

A

,; i ‘ '
2) TO CALL ON VETERANS ABOVE 33 YEARS OF AGE TO EARNESTLY AND .

VOLUNTARILY REJOIN THE ARMY. IF THEY VOLUNTEER TO RE-ENLIST,

THEY CAN CHOOSE TO BE ASSIGNED TO THEIR FORMER UNITS AND ORGANS.

- 3) TO ALLOW THE VETERANS WHO ARE ORDERED TO REJCIN THE ARMY TO
‘3EPORT TO SECTORS, SERVICE GARRISONS, REGIMENT COMMAND '

-

PAGE '3 RUMAJIR 19124 UNCLAS

- HEADQUARTERS, OR PARENT UNITS FROM THE REGIMENTAL LEVEL UPWARD,

WITHIN THIS D:ADLINE AND TO CARRY WITH THEM THEIR INDIVIDUAL.
MILITARY BOOK OR DEMOBILIZATION CERTIFICATE. VETERANS WHO ARE

NOW WORKING IN THE ARMY UNITS AND ORGANS AS CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES

ﬁAN REPORT FOR RE~ENLISTMENT TO THEIR PRESENT OFFICLS.

u 4) AFTER THE AFOREMENTIONED

+. DEADLINE, ALL VETERANS 33 AND UNDER '

:_éAHo FAIL TO REPORT FOR RE-ENLISTMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED .
. yINSUBORDINATE AND WILL. BE SEVERELY PUNISHED ACCORDING TO LAW.

V4ITH THE RELEASE OF THIS COMMUNIQUE, THE DEFENSE MINISTRY'S
“GOMNUNIQUE OF DECEMBER 15, 1967, IS CANCELLED. UNQUOTE

“: COMMENT : THIS COMMUNIQUE GIVES EFFECT TO THE MOBILIZATION :
. 'MEASURES ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT THIEU .IN HIS FEBRUARY 9 MESSAGE
- ‘I0 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. THE DEFENSE MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE OF

8 DECEMBER 15, REFERRED' TO ABOVE, DEALT WITH THE POSTPONEMENT ‘OF
- DEMOBILIZATION OF SERVICEMEN 3 IT IS NOW. SUPERSEDED BY THE

. ARESENT COMMUVIQUE. ~ .

UNCLASSIFIED . - S
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Monday, February 12, 1968, 10:45 A. M.

MEMORANDUM FOR MRS, JOHNSON
SUBJECT: Visit of Austrian Chancellor Klaus

Chancellor Josef Klaus of Austria will arrive at the White House
on Wednesday, April 10, at 11:30 A. M. The President is acheduled to

talk to him between noon and 1:00 P. M, in his office. A black tie
dinner is scheduled for $:00 P. M.

The visit was annolinced on Jasmary 12 and there have been no
developments siace then which would alter the schedule.

The Chancellor will be accompanied by Mrs. Klaus and the Austrian
Forsiga Minister. Following his Washingtoa visit Dr. Klaus will visit
several other cities in the United States.

Walt Rostow

BXS:amc



Monday, Febrwary 12, 1968 (‘ /
10:30 a. m. —

Mr, President:

Herewith today's Khe Sanh supply situation
as comapared to yesterday.
We shall file each day in this form.

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET attachment (NMCC Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 112300 EST 12 Feb)



THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20301

12 February 1968
0930 EST

THE JOINT STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR WHITE THOUSE SITUATION ROOM f

Subject: Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 112300 EST
(121200 SVN)

!
I

1. The Khe Sanh Dump or Ammunition Supply Po1nt (ASD)
status as of the above time is as follows:

e

Days supplz - Previous statﬁs

on_hand 3
‘ : (TTTZ00 SVN)
- . . 1
-Class I (Rations) | ' ;
(Meal, individual, . @ days 10 days
combat) - e !
Class III (Fuel) _ . §
' ‘Aviation Gas (AVGAS] " 12 days 12 days J
JP-4 (Jet fuel) 4 days - 4 days !
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) = S.days 6 days '
Diesel : 2. days 6 days .i
) . v Tk
Class V (Ammunition) h -
a. High ekplosive 3 _k
60 mm mortar t+ 15 days P 12 days’ ?
81 mm mortar 12.days 17 *days °
90 mm recoilless <109 days 94 days !
-~ rifle _ . SR S
4,2" mortar - 30.-days = . 36 days !
10S mm howitzer - TZ days 10 days |
155 mm howitzer 43 days ° 25 days ‘
B ~ bs  Anti-tank Rounds on_hand
, , : N
90 mm recoilless 478 L - 478
vifle :
60 um rocket (light 190 T 190
, anti-tank - : ,
o weapon - LAW) : :
. ! :
. : !
N S SN B A
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i nt S04

: j )
‘ il
: i
~SECRET™ ' ieet)
. 124 ;
Anti-tank mines (M-19) ‘100 " 100 _ﬁi3i
106 mm recoilless rifle ‘316 316 At
(HEP-T) (High explosive ‘ *3’.
plastic - tracer) ik
. . . : by i 3’;‘
Class V (COFRAM) Days sqppiy Previous status L}“
' on_hand e
| N L’IIITGU"Q'\TN) it
105 mm howitzer 5 days ? S days ?%QP
155 mm howitzer 5 days 5 days s
40 mm grenade launcher 5 days 5 days 1t
Hand grenades 10 days ° 10 days . ?jfi
. | BeF
2. The foregoing information has been extracted £1om } gL
Gen Westmoreland's eighth report to Gen Wheeler on the Khe Sanh At
arca covering the period. 102300 EST (111200 SVN) to 112100 EST gl
{121200 SVN). -t Hy
. ' ° : L3 3 .
W, R. MC CLENDON i 51
Rear Admiral, USN ' Aad
. Deputy Dirvector for . ! 3
_ Distrlbutxon - Operations (NMCC) BEE
cICS o L ! 1
IS | DR 41
o AL
©J-30 S o B 4i4]
J-31 . ) . - E'F' ﬁ 3
J-32 f:f
J-33 : o , , A1t
CT Force _ ; . : it
MCCP » - P : 15
AWR ' o ' e e g
DDO | o . 1
ADDO - | : ‘i
ccoc | : ‘ 41
PAC Div ' i e
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INFORMATION

TOP SECKET

Monday, February 12, 1968
9:50 a.m,

Mr. President:
Herewith Adm. Sharp concurs

ia Westy's analysis and request of
this moraing,

W. W, Rostow

WWRoatow:rln
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F¥ GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC N
INFO ¥R ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC, - .. =~ = ~.
MR RUSK STATE DEPT WASH.DC L
GEN JOHNSON CSA WASH DC S
GEN MCCONNELL -CSAF WASH DC . . .. . = =" "/ ..
~ ADM MOORER CNO WwaSH DC - : = '~ e
. ZEN/GEN CHAPMAN CHMC WASH DC.~ =~ . -~ = - . 75 =00
0 P 1208507 ZYH ZFF6 B

-—..~_.'-._..4 g

.70 GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DG ' L e

2l

', INFO GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACV SAIGON o :

< ZEM

T 0PSECRETEYES ONLY . ' Ll e

ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION AND REQUIREMENTS ~ = "' .. ’
A. MACV 01975/120612Z FEB 68 - - o

t. 1 DO INDEED CONCUR IN YOUR ANALYSIS IN REF & . . - . ..

© AND HAD ALREADY RELEASED A MESSAGE CONFIRMING OUR . & . = .  ° -

- CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT ADDITIGNAL FORCES SOUTH OF = ' .. = .

Al VAN PASS. I RECOMMEND THEY BE AUTHORIZED FOR = /. . -

.. DEPLOYMENT AT ONCE. .. R

- 2. IF ENEMY ACTIONS REFLECT HIS DESPERATION, THESE : |- 3
ADDITIVE FORCES CAN ASSIST IN DELIVERY OF A DECISIVE ~ = . &
BLOW. IF HIS STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION, HAVE.BEEN - = . ‘-
UNDERESTINATED VE VILL NEED THEM EVEN MORE. WARN. ‘'~ =" =
REGARDS. . | , L e

S50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING_DUTY HOURS Lt e
225 - I o (; ’:ﬁf BT .
. o | - ,
; 7z
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INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968 -~ 9:50 a.m.

Mr. President: ﬂ Hw
yus” |

The next meeting with the North Koreans will be tomoerrow,

13 February, at 9:00 p. m. our time.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION

TOP SECRET -- EYES ONLY

Monday, February 12, 1968
9:35 a.m.

Mr. Praesident:
Herewith Westy's message:
loud and clear and, in my judgment,

corgact.

W. W, Rostow

hRC 01778

WWRostow:rin
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"% GEN UNEELER CJCS WASH ‘ ! :
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. SURJECT: ASSESSMENT OF SITUATION AND REQUIREMENTS a

< 1., SINCE LAST OCTOBER, THE ENEMY HAS LAUNCHED A MAJOR |

, CAMPAIGN SIGNALING A CUANGE OF STRATEGY FROM ONE OF PROTRACTED

T WAR 70 OME OF QUICK MILITARY/POLITICAL VICTORY DURING THE

O AWERLGAN ELECTION YEAR. HIS FIRST PHASE, DESLGNED TO SECURE

T*E BOKDER AREAS, HAS FAILED. THE SECOND PHASE, LAUNCYED ON

T'E OCCASION OF TET AND DESIGNED TO INITIATE PUBLIC UPRISING, 70

€ DISRUPT THE MACHINERY OF GOVERNMENT AND COMMAND AND CONTROL

OF T'IE VIETNAMESE FORCES, AND TO ISOLATE THE.CITIES, HAS ALSO

FALLED. NEVERTHELESS, THE ENEMY'S THIRD PHASE, WHICH IS

O DESIGNED TO SEIZE QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN PROVINCES uas

" JUST BEGUN. THIS WILL BE A MAXIMUM EFFORT BY THE ENENY,

CAPITALIZING ON MIS SHORT LINES OF COMMUNICATION, THE POOR

| © UEATYER PREVAILING IN THE AREA FOR TYE NEXT TWO MONTHMS, AND

" WIS ABILITY TO BRING ARTILLERY AND ROCKET FIRE TO BEAR ON INSTALLATIONS

FROM POSITIONS IN THE DMZ AWD NORTM AND FROM LAOS TO TME VEST. L
€ FURTRERMORE, 'E CAN BRING ARMOR TO BEAR ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

| IT IS CLEAR T'AT TE ENEMY 4AS DECIDED ME CAN NOT "STRIKE OUT" IN

TUIS PHASE AS A MATTER OF FACE. VWE CAN THEREFORE EXPECT 2IM 10

& EXERT ON THE BATTLEFIhLD T”E MARIMUM MILITARY POVER AVAILABLE

S By
b\h
. . , 0 . -.., TS 5’”"',-'. A _lw-.‘" b ;L ~ " ."_"' O"‘. ‘ .
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TO ¥IM, IN ADDITION, WE MUST EXPECT HIM TO TRY 710 REGAIN THE
INITIATIVE IN ALL OTHER AREAS.

2, IF Tri ENEMY HAS CHANGED YIS STRATRGY, VE WMUST
C“ANGE OURS. ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT IT IS OUR NATIOHAL POLICY
TO PROMIBIT TEE ENEMY FROM SEIZING AND PERMANENTLY OCCUPYING

THE TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES, I INTEND TO WOLD THEM AT ALL COST. YOWEVER,

TO 4 SO I MUST REINFORCE FROM OTMER AREAS AND ACCEPT A MAJOR

RISK, UNLESS I CAN GET REINFORCEMENTSs, WHICH I DESPERATELY NEED.
‘3. TO BRING THE MAXINMUM MILITARY POWER TO BEAR ON THE

ENEMY IN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN AND TO PREVENT THE GRADUAL

EROSION OF THESE TWO PROVINCES, I MUST OPEN UP HIGHWAY 1 FROM

'DANAWG AND “IGUWAY ® TO KHE SANH. TMESE TWO TASKS .ARE NOT

UMREASONABLE, PROVIDED THAT I CAN DIVERT TRE TROOPS To'enovzns,‘"
SECURITY AND COMMIT THE ENGINEERS TO THE TASK. I THEREFORE

MUST MAKE A DOWM PAYMENT IN TROOPS IN ORDER 0 PROVIDE T4E
LOGISTICS TO SUPPORT IN FULLY ADEQUATE FASHION TROOPS WO DEPLOYED
AND REINFORCENMENTS THAT WILL BE REGUIRED. FIRST, IT WILL REQUIRE
A MARINE REGIMENT OR AN ARMY BRIGADE TO SECURE TYE AL VAN

PASS FROM GUANG TRI TO HUE/PHU BAL. ANOTHER REGIMENT OR

BRIGAVE WILL BE REQUIRED BETWEEN HUE AND QUANG TRI. FINALLY,

A THIRD REGIMENT OR BRIGADE WILL BE REQUIRED TO SECURE HIGUUAY
5. TO THE KME SANY AREA. I CAWNOT AFFORD TO DXVERT TROOPS NOW
DEPLOYED I# THAT AREA FOR THE PURPOSE AND AM THEREFORE FORCED
T0 DEPLOY THE 181ST ABN DIV FROM THE III CORPS; THIS IS NoW
IN TYE PROGESS AND WILL BE DONE AS FAST AS: TRANSPORTATION CAN

BE MADE AVAILABLE. EVEN THE COMMITMENT OF THE 1@1ST WILL
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\;bmw.i fize §

m e "\?f \( |IMITED D\S\R\BUTWN
' tn LJI“.A
¢ PpUT ME IN NO BETTER THAN A MARGINAL POSTURE TO COPE WITY THE

. SITUATION AT “AND.

4, THIS WAS BEEN A LIMITED WAR WITH LIMITED OBJECTIVES,
C  FOUGMT WITY LIMITED MEANS AND PROGRAMMED FOR THME UTILIZATION
OF LIMITED RESOURCES. TMIS WAS A FEASIBLE PROPOSITION ON THE
ASSUMPTION THAT THE ENEMY WAS TO FIGHT A PROTRACTED WAR. WE ARE .
CoNow IN A NEW BALL GAME UHERE WE FACE A DETERMINED, HIGHLY
DISCIPLINED ENEMY, FULLY MOBILIZED TO ACHIEVE A QUICK VICTORY.
'vE X$ IN T“E PROCESS OF THROWING IN ALL HIS "MILITARY CHIPS TOQ
' GO FOR BROKE." ME REALIZES AND I REALIZE THAT YIS GREATEST
OPPORTUNLITY. TO DO THIS IS IN QUANG TRI-THUA THIEN. WE CANNOT
PERMIT THIS. ON TYE OTHER YAND, WE MUST SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY

G TO CRUSY MIMs AT TYE SAME TIME, WE CANNOT PERMIT HIM TO

MAKE GAINS!IN THE OTHER CORPS AREAS, AND I Al OBLIGATED TO
MAINTAIN TUE WMINIMUM ESSENTIAL TROOPS IN THESE AREAS

(" TO INSURE STABILITY OF TME SITUATION AND TO REGAIN TYE IRITIATIVE,

EQUAL I PRIORLTY TO THE ENEMY IS THE SAIGON AREA AND

A YIGY{ RISK IN T4IS AREA IS UNACCEPTABLE, I NOW HAVE APPROXIMATELY
¢ 507,090 Us TROOPS AND 69,981 FREE WORLD MILITARY ASSISTANCE
.TéOOPS. FUR"WFR CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE THAIS AND KOREANS ARE
MONTAS AWAYe I "AVE BEEN PROMISED 525,999 -TROOPS, W4ICY

- C  ACCORDING TO PRESENT PROGRAMS WILL NOT MATERIALIZE UNTIL

1963, I NEED THESE 525,920 TROOPS NOW. IT SHOULD BE NOTED TAT
TS CEILING ASSUMED TYE SUBSTANTIAL REPLAGEMENT OF MILITARY .
(" BY CIVILIANS, W'ICH NOW QPPEARS IMPRACTICAL. 1 NEED REINFORCEMENTS
IN TERMS OF COMBAT ELEMENTS. I THEREFORE URGE THAT TUERE BE'

c
¢
;1;;:*& \.,
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; mmh .“3}1_ 1/ JITED DISTRIBUTION
{9 5' ea "1‘"."‘”'!

DEPLOYED IMMEDIATELY A MWARINE REGIMENT PACKAGE AND A BRIGADE
PACKAGE OF Tuk &2D ABN DIV AND THAT THE REMAINIMG ELEMENTS

COF T70SE TWO DIVISIONS BE PREPARED TO FOLLOW AT A LATER TIME.

TIME IS OF T-E ESSENCE,

5, I MUST STRESS EQUALLY TUAT WE FACE A SITUATION OF GREAT
OPPORTUNITY AS MELL AS MEIGHTENED RISK. HOWEVER, TIME 18 OF 3
T-E ESSENCE YERE, T00. I DO NOT SEE HOW THE ENEMY CAN LONG 3
SUSTAIN THE HEAVY LOSSES WHICYH HIS NEW STRATEGYJIS ENABLING .f
US TO INFLICYT ON HIM. THEREFORE, ADEQUATE REINFORCEMENTS %
STOULT PERMIT ME NOT ONLY TO CONTAIN MIS I CORPS OFFENSIVE i
BUT ALSO TO CAPITALIZE ON HIS LOSSES BY SEIZING THE INITIATIVE j

TN OTHER AREAS. EXPLOITING THIS OPPORTUNLTY
£OULD MATERIALLY SHORTEN THE GAR.
6. LF CLNGPAC CONCURS, REQUEST THAT THE SECRETARY i
OF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF BE INFORMED OF MY POSITION.
7o 1 “AVE DISCUSSED THIS MESSAGE IN DETALL WITH AMB
BUNKER AND “E CONCURS, - S _f"~§_
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ACTION

Moaday, February 12, 1968 -- 9:35 a.m.

N7
Mr. President: P/ .

Bill Bundy suggests -- and ] agree-- you should call Sen. McGee;
coagratulate him on his TV performance yestarday and for his speaking
program all over the country.

He has been -- and remains -- a good soldier: perhaps the most
articulate on our side.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION
CONFIDENTIAL
Moaday, February 12, 1968 -
B:3% a. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith a first detailed provincial report
of which we should be getting more.

A very mixed picture; although the Australians
did well,

Phuoc Tuy province is on the coast, east of
Salgon.,

W, W. Rostow

Saigon 19005, 2 sections

WWRostow:rin
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NC GVN SOLDIZRS ARE KNOW.J TO HAVZ DZSzRTEC. AOWEVEZR, IN LONG DIEN,
YHICH WAS ATTACKED ON 7 AND 8 FEBRUARY, THE VIZT CO3 ArR. 3AID

8Y CIVIL SERVANTS THERE TO ..nVE "D PLZI 7Y u.” PO2ULLKR SUsPIRT.
TOWNSPEOPLE ALLEGEDLY SHOWZD ENEMY TROCPS WrAERE GVN CIVIL
SERVANTS, CADRE AND SOLDIZRS LIVED, AND HIQ THE VIET CONG WHEN
AUSTRALIAN TROOPS ENTERED LONG DIzN. THE SAME. SCURCES SUGGEST
THAT MISRULE BY A SUCCESSION OF CORRUPT DISTRICT CHIEFS HAD DOtE
MUCH TP FOSTER ANTI-GOVERNMENT SENTIMENT IN THE TO4YN.

5. INFCRMED AMERICANS IN PHUOC TUY B=LIEVE THAT THE VIET CONG
ATTACK ON BA RIA AND THE VAN KIEP CAMP WAS INTENDED ONLY TO BE A
HIT AND RUN SHOW OF FORCE. THE ENSMY EXPECTED, THEY SUGG:ZST, TO
ATTACX BEFORZ DAWN, REMAIN THROUGHOUT THE DAY, AND PULL OUT IN THE
EVENING. HOWEVER, THZ ATTC'. ON VAN KI=P WAS DTLAYED WHEN THE
ENEMY GUIDES WENT ASTRAY, AND DID NOT BEGInN BEFGRE RANGER L&ITS
DEFENCING THE CAMP WERZ ON FULL ALERT. THE ATTACYX WAS A FIASCO3

—— —— e — G———— v o=

<SRN T TR S P ik,
ABOUT 508 OF AN ATTACKING FORCE ESTIMAT.D AV 29+ WZRE XILLED.

4. BA'RIA %A> NC. SO FOXTUNATE. THERE ENEMY TROCPS DUG IN ON THE
EAST END OF 7CWN WHILE HARASSING THE PRCVIWCE AND SECTOR HEADQUARTERS

1 4

CORDS CG::POUND AND OTHER ISLANDS OF RESISTANCE TO THZ NORTH CF THE
MARKET. YZANSHILE, THE BULK OF THE FRIENDLY TROOPS, TOGETHER V¥ITH
THE PROVINCZ CHIEF, MARINE MAJOR NGUYEN BA TRUOC, WITHDREY TO

VAN KIEP. AT THE CAMP, IT SEEMS FROM FRAGMENTARY INFORMATION

AND RUMOR, TVYE PIICVINCE CHIEF LOCKZD i'"RNS WITA THE CA.P COMMAMNDER,
LTC LE TRINH QUY. TRUCZ, IT IS HINTCD, FELT THAT HE HAD LOST FACZ
WHEN FORCED TO A3ANDON BA RIA AND WISHED TO USE TROOPS IN TRAINING
AT THE CAMP TO RELIEVE THE TOWN; QUY STZADFASTLY REFUSEC TO

RELEASE THEM, THE IMASZE WAS FINALLY BROKEN WHEN ARVN REINFORCEMENTS
ARRIVED FROM XUAN LOC (18TH DIVISION HQ). THE ENEMY HAD BEEN UNDER
CONTINUOUS PRESSURE FROM AIIERICAN GUNSHIPS, BUT IT RESISTED FIERCZLY
IN HOUSE TO HOUSE FIGHTING. THE LELL-T™ .Iv O AI'D ELL-TQUIPPSD

ENE. Y TROOPC .ZRT FINALLY CLEARED CUs 5Y Tn< MORNINS CFf 3 FEBRUARY,
LEAVING BEHI.. PZRHAPS A HUNDREL OZSTRJO.ED OR EBADLY Da.JAGED HOUSES.

5. PRISONIRS AV~ INCLUDED A NUMBER OF RZCINT NVA REINFORCZMENTS.

B = o
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THE ENEMY FORCE WAS ESTIMATED AT SIX HUNDRZOD MEn. ENGAGEMENTS DURING
THE PAST WEEX HAVE, ACCORDING TO REPORTS, " I ID ~UT . :.F OF T{IZ FCRCZ

L=

SUT PROVINCIAL ADYISORS BELIZVZ T..Z TOTAL OF ZUEMNY DEAC IC MORE
LIKZLY ABOUT TW0 HUNDRED. THERZ WERE 15 TO 99 CIVILIANS KILLED IN
THE BA RIA FIGHTING, AND AS MANY MORE WOUNDED. -P7UT TIVZ

HUNDRED FAMILIES, FLEEING FRoM TJde FIZNTINZ CR Tr. T-R_AT COF IT,
HAVE BECOME TEMPOPARY REFUGEZS. THE FIGURE INCLUDES THE

FAMILIES OF MOST OF THE CIVIL SERVANTS, WHO HAVE IN THZ MAINM
STUCK TO THIER POSTS WHILE EVACUATINGG THZIR DIPENDINTS TO THE
SAFETY OF NEARBY VUNG TAU.

6. THE CRISIS HAS REVEALED BOTK HEROES ¢'!D 70ATS. AT SUOI NGHE,
A REFUGEE HAMLET , AN RF PLATOCON LOC¥"" OF P ESSIV.LY ¥ 0¥ 1ITS
POST WHILE TEIN VIET CONG HZILD A KANSARCO COURT ANv EXECUT.D THE
HAMLET CHIEF "ND -IC DEPUTIES. ‘AN ARMED PROPAGANDA TEAM HELD OFF
ENEMY PROBES AGAINST THE CHIEU HOI CENTER THROUGHOUT 1 AND 2
FEBRUARY AND ON THE NIGHT OF 2 ND EVACUATED ALL OF THE HOI

CHANH TO THE CHIZU nOI VILLAGE TYWO KILOMETERS EAST OF BA RIA.
THE 52ND RANGER . TIALION FOUSKT WELL, AND TKE." IS REPORTED TO
HAVE SYSIEMATICALLY LOGTED THE PROVIWCI TOUW.! OF ELECTRICAL

AND MOUSEX™LT . P“_IA‘CES VIETNAMESE NURSES LIED THEMSELVES BLUZ
IN THE FACZ WHMILE A XOREAN MZDICAL TEAM HID IN A BACK ROOM OF

THE HOSPITAL. AFTZR HIDING FOR THIRTY HOURS, TWO OF THE KOREANS
DASHED OUT ANCNG SIXTY VIET CONG WHO HaAD OCCUPIED THE HOSPITAL TO
SECURE ASSISTANCE FROM A PASSING AhSTRALIAN COLU¥N. PROVINCE
CHIEF TRUQC, SAYING THAT HE .ICd KNOWS “HOM H¥ €AN COUNT ON AMONG
HIS STAFF, ..- T.°"+T"ENED TO HAVE DO-NOTHI.5 OFFICZIRS TRANSFERRED
TO THE FRCI{ _IJ.S [N I CORPs,

7. MORALE IS ©TIL. QUITE SHAXY, 4N- I> P_R4APS BEST ILLUSTRATED
BY THE CURIZ'. R .OR THAT, SINCE THE VIZT CONa HAD BEEN DEFEATED
ELSEWHERE, T:ZY LOULD CONCENTRATE THEIR CFFORTS ON PHUOC TuY
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AND LONG XHANH, WHERZ THZY HAD ZONT RIL-TIVELY BETTER. .OUETHLLESS,
R¥COVERY SEEMS TO b UNDERUAY..!MAJOR TRUOC TOLD HIS SERVICE

CHIEFS AT THEIR FIRST MEETING AFTZR THE ATTACK ON BA RIA THAT

ALL OF THEIR REPUTATIONS, AND ESPECIALLY HIS, WERE SUFFERING.

THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO SUFFER, HE ADDEC, EVERY DAY THAT PASSED
BEFORE ORDER AND PUBLIC SERVICES WERE RESTORED.

8. ADVISORS FEFL THAT THE PUBLIC WORKS, HEZALTH AND INFORMATION

BTk - el A e o 4t S W I VI Ky

SERVICES ARZ PZRFOR:ING VERY WZLL. THEY ARE VEHZMENT IN THEIR
CONDEMNATION OF A LACKLUSTER REFUSEE/SOCIAL WELFARE CHIEF WHO
SEEMS TO HAVE DONE LITTLE BUT PAD THE LISTS OF REFUGEES WITH
PHONIES. ON S FEBRUARY THE MARKET IN BA RIA WAS OPERATING AS
USUAL FOR THE FIRST TIME. PRICZS HAD STARTCT TO FALL BuUT WZRE
STILL TWO- AND THPEE TIMES NORMAL. BUS TRANSPORT TG SAIGON,
NORMALLY. EIGATY PIASTRES, COSTS SEVE: HUNDRZID.

9. DEPUTY PRCVINCE CHIEF FOR ADMINISTRATION PHaM VaN KHA, WHO
REMAINED YITY HIS FAMILY IN THE PROVINCE NZADOU RTERS COMPOUND
THROUGHOUT T . .ATTLE, "XPLCTS TH:S PHUOC TY ADJINISTRATIVE
MACHINERY TO B8E BAX TO NORMAL, EXCUPT IN LCITZ DI¥, WITHIN:A -

. WEEX. HE FEELS T.Z FIGHT RESULTED IN CLEAn-CUT PSYCﬂ LOGICAL
GAINS FOR THE GVi. NOTIN3 THAT MOST OF THE TCUNSPEQOPLE YWERE
PRO-GVN, HE ADD®D THAT TH% ATTACK UST :AVI DISABUSED ANY WHO
HAD PRQ-~ COH.UWID? SYMPATHIES. THE VIZI C0.G D:D NOTHING
POSITIVE, KHA STRZSSzD, BUT ONLY BROUGAT HARDSHIP ON THE
TOVNSPEOPL s REVZALING TO MOST OF THEW FOR ThE FIRST TISE THE.
TRUE FACE OF Td. ENEMY. ATTACKING DURING TET ONLY ADDED INSULT
TO INJURY.

BUNKER







INFORMATION

Monday, February 12, 1968 -~ 8:30 a. m,

Mr. President:

Herewith two charts which show, via daily
casualties and casualty ratios, how the enemy
concentrated his effort and how it has gradually
subsided in the direction of the pre-Tet ""normal"
level,

It will be an important fact if they decide
not to rmmount a second major wave of sttacks
on the cities,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln



information
SECRET
Meonday, February 12, 1968
8:30 a. m.,

Mr. President:

Herewith Westy's dally report on
Khe Sanh,

We will send up shortly a table on
the supply situatioa,

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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the day when the satellite will help us

- leap across the barriers that today deny good education
to millions of citizens, and

- unlogck the doors to hidden natural resources on land and
the surrounding seas.

With warm and vivid memories of my meetings with your Presidents
last April, 1 send you greetings and best wishes for sucdess in your

deliberations,

¥ # & & &9
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Dear Mr. President:

1am taking sdvantage of Dr. Milton Eisenbower's
trip to Vanszusla to send you this lettez. Dr,
Eissnhower has recently agreed to serve as
Specisl Advisor for Latin Amwericaa Affairs to
the Depariment of State. In this capagity, he is
heading our delezation to the Fiith Meaeting of the
Inter-American Cualtural Council, 've are pround
to have ao distinguished an educater representing
the United States at this important meetiag.

The Cultural Council's principsl task will bs to pat
our Funta del Esie decisions lnto practical action
programs, There i 8o more urgeat business in
this hemisphere than to move forward gulekly with
those decisions. What you are deing in Venszaela
to sxpand the oppertunity andi quality of education
is in keeping with this grand desiga. Your sxample
should be an added ingentive to the celegates. lam
plensed that your gousiry is host to this particular
sessien of the Cultural Couneil,

You are moving into the last year of your term in
ofifice. Batween now and December I know you will
be heavily angaged ia preparations for sational elec~
tlons. Nevertheless, I hope you will flud time to
come to Washington for an official visit. Ambassador
Barnabsum will be ready to discuss dates, if you feel
you can maks the journey.

The other day, I reviswed the list of countries par-
ticipating in Hemisfaiz. I was so pleased to find that
Venesusla will be represented. The Falr offers a
aaique opportunity for the milllons of persoas who



will see the exhibits to dbecame battsr acqusinted
with aur sister republics te the South and to see
the comtribution which Hiapanic Arcoerica has made
ia cur country.

%ith wanr persowal re;ards,

Sincorely,

His Excellency
Or. Raul Leeni
President of the Republic of Venssuela

LBJ/WGB:mm
2/12/68



Monday.
February 12, 1968
€ONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Status of the Draft in South Viet-Nam

You asked for a status report on the draft in South Viet-Nam with
particular reference to action by the Legislature.

The original Mobilisation Decree was issued October 25, 1967,
It was signed by Ky as Prime Minister.

It lowered the draft age from 20 to 18. It also provided for a recall
of some veterans, mobilizationel specialists and technicians and a tighter
deferment policy.

When the new Assembly took office, there was criticism in both
Houses of the previous Government's action. The criticism mainly focused
on the legality of the Government's action before there was a legal legislature.
There was no disagreement in either House as to the necessity of some kind
of mobilization decree.

Minister of National Defense Vy appeared before both Houses on
December 18, the Upper House in the morning had an open session, the
Lower House had a closed session in the afternoon. He described the
Decree and answered questions in both Houses. He announced the Govern-
ment's intention to begin drafting 19 year olds on July 1, 1968 and 18 year
olds on December 1, 1968,

Both Houses have since debated the mobilization question. The
Upper House passed a resolution on December 28. It supported the need
for mobilization measures. It asked the Executive to make the terms of
its Decree more specific. It asked the drafting of 18 and 19 year olds be

augipetittosdisbey done only after the 20-33 year old manpower pool was
exhausted.




2.
CONFIDENTIAL

On January 6, the Lower House adopted a similar resolution using
most of the same words. It did state the intention of the Lower House to
draft a new mobilization law but nothing has been done on that.

In effect, these were "'sense of the House' resolutions and did not
alter the legal provisions of the Decree. On February 7, President Thieu
told Ambassador Bunker he intended to begin drafting 19 yvear olds on
April 1 and 18 year olds on July 1.

On February 9, in his State of the Nation address, President Thieu
announced his intention to ''strictly enforce the Decree law on partial
mobilization' and to "carry out immediately the military build-up plan
ahead of schedule.”

We have a report today that the Government has pushed its schedule
fdurther forward and plans to draft 19 year olds beginning March 1 and 18
year olds beginning May 1. —— e

W. W. Rostow

CONTIDENTIAL"




- February 12, 1963

ME MORANDUM TO: Secretary of State
Secretary of Defense

For whatever assistance they may be, here are the action items which the
President indicated we should have Cy Vance take up in Seoul, and in Saigos
if he goes.

1. In Seoul

-~ Underline urgency of military situation and U, S, decisioa to
deploy extra battalions;

=~ In particular, request Koresa permission for Westy to redeploy
Korsan forces if necessary; and indicats urgency of requirement for
axtra Korean divieion in Viet Nam,

2. In Saigom.

-« Get full details on whether 63,000 target will be reached; when it
will be reached; when 18- and 19-ysar-olds will be called up;

-« Explore if civilian contractor force in Viet Nam cannoct be used
fully and intensively now, releasing military enginsering units for
highsst priority engineering tasks, motably ian 1 Corps;

«» Discuss with Bunker and Westy whether advantages would outweigh
disadvantages ia setting up a new combined command structure, with
Thieu as Commander i{n Chief, Westy as Deputy, Koreans and
Australians to participsts along with Vien;

-« Discuss with Westy and Bunker whether strategic guidance to Westy,
based on priority tasks in period of crisie, would be helpful, including
willingness to take astbacks in certain secondary areas;

«= Have Vance revisw state of BUTTERCUP.

W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION

—TOPSECRET

Suaday, February 11, 1968 -- 6:30 pm

Mr. President:

Just for informatien, you might want to know
that the two U, 5, ships in the Mediterranean were
overflown by some UAR bombers, some 45-530
mautical mlles offshore.

Alse attached: the 33 B-52 strikes schedule
in support of Khe Sanh, plus a major strike on
the Hanol Canal bridge.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin



THE NA.,ONAL MILITARY COMMAND CE  ER 67 LIS
WﬁSH’NGTON.D.cn 20301 '

11 February 1968 ., .
1700 EST ... - 72a.

" THE JOINT STAFF

MEMORANDUV FOR RECORD

e R

SubJect' USS GEORGETOWN™ ‘Operations Summary

T W e e
N v

@£ « ‘ 1. THe USS GEORGETOWN (AGTR-2) escorted by the USS LAWRENCE
K (DDG-4), is presently located approximately 50 nautical miles
northwest of Aleandrla. g L

2: Slnce 110426 EST the two sh1ps have 7 reported bclng over-
flown' thxee Separate times by United Arab ?ppu071c IL-28 Beagle
airc 1aft. “The .two ships were located at the following dlstances

frow’the coa'st‘when. ovelxlown'

¢ GO .
| OVI:RZ‘LIGH'I‘ "“ms FANCE -

A i b e 60 Ay b et el
Rhailalb At RIS . N TP ATy A

. .& & _ .44 nautical miles
’ 49 nautical miles
47 nautlcal miles e

UTNI—-'

3. Commander Sixth Fleetfhandlf6C1ed “the followmng precau-
tionary measures: _

R

a. The USS ROOSEVELT, located in Athens, and three escort-
ing destroyers have aqsumed a one hour alert for getting undez-

way to escort,

N A e s s i

N Y X

. b. Ome patrol aircraft on station continuously provzdlng
radar coverage for GEORGETOWN operations, 1In addition one
Electronic WerZfare (EW) aivcraft is providing EW support for
GEORGETOWN operations during daylight hours, These alrcraft
have been directed to remain at least 50 miles from the coast
of Lgypt, Israel, Lebanon and Syria, :

PR A A

¢c. The TALLAHATCHI -COUNTY (AVB 2) is on a two hour notlce
to establish advance base operations.

. R MCCLFNDON
Rear Admiral, USN o

Deputy Director for !
Operations (NMCC) o
ok

Distribution: | cor s
(See page 2) _ :

Vi 4
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~TOPSECRET

L

2.

4.

s.

With the President
Sunday, February ll, 1968 -- 4:30 p.m,

AGENDA

Supplementary Instruction to My, Vance. (Sec. Rusk)

Sec. Rusk's draft at Tab A,

Res se to Gen. Westmeoreland's ication that Troo Rohforéemutn
VWould be Helpful. (Sec. McNamara and Gen. Wheeler)

Increasing Supply Lewhbis at Khe Sanh. (Sec. McNamara and Gen. Whesler)

Data at Tab B,

Draft Instruction for Emissary to Salgon, (The Presideat)

Draft at Tab C.

Other Military Problems. (Sec. McNamara and Gen, Wheeler)

-= Frog missiles?
-- Tanks?
-~ Enemy alrcraft?

What Military Initiatives Can We Undertake? (Sec. McNamara and
Gen., Whaeeler)

Speech,
I shall try to get you before 4:30 an outline of a Presidential speech,

Other,

W. W. Rostow



DRAFT
Amembassy SEOUL IMMEDIATE

STATE _____
NODIS

EYES ONLY FOR VANCE FROM RUSK oy, ) :
Please ask Ambassador Porter f.o show y;)u my NODIS W |
ground for your talk with President Park. | ' ,
The views cont'amed therein are a falr reflection of the problerns
of public and Congresslon.a.l opinion toward Korea which we would have
~ here if the Koreans themselvegs aré not careful. This type of malerial
. should not be used by you a.é a dﬁ*ect threat from one President to
another but it éhoﬁld be used with greal force to expose the kinds of
problems which owr President will face in trylng to matnté.in our support
for thc-:: Republic :of Korea. Onthat basis, you canbe very tough indeed
-because the problems are real. |
If the matter of ;'educed ROK participation in Viet=-Nam comes up,
you should_ not hesitate 1o point out that that x;zould require a reduccd
frs participation in Korea, A ROK division in V‘let-l_\la.lﬁ can 6nl3; be
replaced by a US division now in Korea. Further, Viet-Namv 1s where
the battle is, and from a military point of view the problem of infiltration
can be handled by the large forces present in South Korea. Of course,

3£ North Korea launches an all-out invasion, that is another ballgéme.

——e——— . ——— —— ——) -
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But it is not in our interest, or In the & .2rest of the Republic of
- Korea, to have anothex all-out war in Xooza. Hence, it is folly
for the South Koreans to take steps which would translate an
Infiltration problem into general hostilities, It's easy to get into
such hostiliti.es bul very harfl to bring them to a successtful conclusion.
If President 'Park attempts to extract comrmitments which go beyond
- the terms of our 'lf;*eaty of Alli.apc:e, you sh§u].d stale quite simply that
no alteration of that tréaty Hes within tﬁe constitudonal power of our
President. The treaty stand_s as agreed and. is the primary source
of the Republic of Koreals ability to maintain itsclf as a secure and
- independent nation. It is clementary, for ecxample, that our President
car;n.ot remove the phrase "in accordance with its constitutional
processes" from a Trealy of Alllance. We cannot entertain sq.spi.cions
aboul the loyalty of the United States to lts alllances ut & tire when
we have just lost 800 killed in a ten~day period in Viet-Nam in the
course of demonslrating our fidelity.
Your object is to combine an assurance to President Pai‘k of our
steadiness and serlousness of purpose with an understanding on his
side that we, too, have national interests engaggd in the safety of his

country and in peace in Northeast As_ia. We expect from him the same




rrre

e e ———— o= w
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ge

degrec of cooperation that he expects from us. If we each have

. internal public problems, which differ somewhat, the point is that

our two Presidents should in consultation decide how to proceed in a
way to deal with both sots of probiefns. We cannot give overriding
priority to his pl;oblem s.if, by doing s0, we undermine the véry
basls of US 'suppori to the Republic of Korea. |

All this means (a) we must maintain our war effort in Vietnam
(b) we musl use available channels at Panmuz}jon to free Pueblo and
crew (c) we must ac.;t together to insure security of Korea () we
'Jimst not take action on our side lo convert irdiltration prpblem
1into a major war if 1t can be avolded and () we must each glve
leadershlp in our own countries to press and public opinlon in the

interest of our common purposes.

oD oabite .——}
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T NODIS -

PERSONALAND EYES ONLY FOR THE AMBASSA DOR FROM THE SECRELARY

As one who has been intinately involved with Koxea since

the drafting of Japanese surnreader terms, L an deeply

Adisturbed by the praseal atmosphere of our celaticas. T kuow .

that we are dealing with an especially sensitive people,

'sox

ti&es called the QX T” Ixleh of the Far Zast UX

e e al ;0 am aware of othex mo&cnts of tension even wor

the one we have today, ‘particularly when L think be

- Syhvman Rhee perlod.

-

QUOLE.

2 than

¢k to che

I think 7 understand Lfully the genulne
concexns of tho South Koreans even thoug h 1 gebt Anwatient
abcut their supex sexsitivity. ‘

The one,thlng which is not tolerable bapk hexe is

theixr suspicion about our basic motives and: purposes., e
have invested over 33,000 battle deaths, 20,000 noasbsattle
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deaths, wudmd  aad over. 100,000 wounded 1 the secuwity of an independsni

Repyblic of Kovea, We have waintelnad large forces in thaz ceenixy

17 yescs, e have isvested over six billiea dollazs {.!mwst bhelf tha

- total Marshall ’lan) in econcmlic and m¢lgtrxy ssistanca, \e heave

~.

recently nass v.ly ruinfuxcyd our aiv poner an ;ore and ths frxediate

e

adjoining aveas. We h?vo carried the bazner for morca i the UM cove

Y

Cand over again, You should find ways 'to make 1t clear thst Horesn

suspicion agajnst this wecord s slwply incomprehensible to the Amzvicen ..
peovla. The dangew is that 4t will be deeply xesented back here with
potentially disastxous vesults for both countries.

e do not expact the Republlc of Korea to ha & satellite of thae

.

United States nor do wa expect the United States Lo de a satellite of

. Roxea, We havo elanentary and basic comeon Lnrow sts and the alted

States has dohe its £ull share in supporting these conxon interests,

)

"we ezpect no less irom the Loreans.

| I assums Lhut the aouth hor*dn preq s hae had lts atteﬂt on called
vo cvaryLanﬂ L bava sald abou“ Rowea in my QULLE ueea rhe Pregs UNQUOLE
interview, I they got mad beczusz I could not.awaa Jdn blood what
hapvenod to the Pueblo during a Lcnwdsy period of radio silence, they

wret 30& bs angry becouse L cannct pledge in adv“vce to ba & "c;. b

have no doudbt t%?b thay have boen widled by some of tho scessive
' LAY
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" ¢en be done to clawify ‘these mALLers w Ltn key Xovean leaders., I
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‘spsgulaiion by. sce A;\..s.u: aa reportexs on that porticvlar peint.

»

Fae 1 thovght € kit hazd on t'v“c. subjects of divect inténest 2o

ih\: Republic o£ Kpma , dncluding the infllivatica-ead o‘.h"" threuts

by 1‘0::11 Toxes duxing recent wesks and wonthe

VY 8epL n‘:c cables we ave sending .you B850 1'...: letter from the
Prewident to Pauk end answers' to other spucific que.'tio:‘zs; you have
valsed, .

rmuld appreclate any fLurthex guggoestions you have as to 1-:-h<=.tﬁ

o
A

‘have just seen tic.kem of a.backgrounder someune oul there ap}?azﬂutly
- vhich ‘ . .. )
held \»..J::‘:.:s'waa helpiul, XReep giving us youz best judgmenl and we \'-aix.l

alve you (}-ur best £rom thils end. With wamn regavds. EXD
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Sunday, February 11, 1968

Following is the text of a ciEblesent By Cene ral-Wegtmorelanpd thls moraingl
This is the seventh report on the-kKh& Sam. ..rea and coveres a period of 24-
hours ending at midnight last night.

During the reporting period the Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding
area continued to recelve sporadic thallin o mortars, rockets and-
occssiornal artillery round. Between T: 17 February 10 and noon Fetruary 10
units had brief exchanges of small arms fire and grenades on the western
end of the perimeter end western outposts resulting in three enemy killed.
At 7:15 February 10 a trip flare exposed 14 enemy just west of Khe Sznh
near the wire. An exchange of fire resulted in one enemy killed. At ncon
February 10 lights were spotted moving between Eills 861 and 881S, and metallic
noises were heard. Lights and noises were {ired on with urnknown results.
Tactical air strike rums during the period resulted in four secondary ex-
plosions,

Several enemy encroachments toward friendly positions and increasin g enemy
pressure was no+ed during the period. #arines, in the area continusd

prove their defensive-positions with.emphasis on anti-tan: d?‘engu On
Fﬂbvuary 10, ¢3o mines were emplaced southwest of the airfield. A review
of all lOomm recoilless rifle, 3.5 rocket launchers, light-antitank weapon,
and tenk positions has been conducted to ensure complete coverage of all
likely tank approaches.

Latest information received on the Marine C-130 crash which was reported
yesterday reveals that the aircraft is believed to have received 5C-caliver
mechine gun fire on its approach. The aircraft was loaded with POL which
caugiht on fire and turned upon lending resulting in two killed and four
wounded in critical condition and three missing. Search continues for the
missing. During the period a total of 2,985 rounds of various caliber azd
types of morter/artillery was fired in response to enemy efforts ir ihe area.
Mzriﬁé“téé%iéaifa¢r Tlew O 8priiéd; end the Navy Tlew 102 missicns for &

iLa ortizzy Aside from the tactical strikes mentioned, there were
five additlonal secondary explosions, l4 secondary fires, 42 enemy killed,
two bridges damaged, and 193 military structures destroyed.

Wenther contimies to namper visusl reconn&issanuewand strikes. There were
no 51gnt1ngg of enemy vehicles,

Thlrby-eight B<52 gircralt ran giX 'strikes during the period delivering &
total 975 tons of oranance in the Nlagara area.

Trie =irfiedd” S Khe Sanfi "I87BacK "In operatioy following the C-130 crash of
yesterday, and received a total of 53 “short tons of supplied. The resupplie
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represented four of the five claszes, class I, rations, excepted. Unfavcerable .
weather contimues to effect alr resupply in the northern higrlands; however,
early sorties were able to land on February 1ll, without the aild of the ground
control facility. Requisitions recelved from Khe Sanh on the night of
February 10 are being scheduled for zir delivery or air drop cu February 1l.

The Khe Sanh dump or ammo supply point status reported cs mamber of days

on hand on Februaery 11 is as follows: Class I: Taotilond, 10 daye. on hand;

Class III: Aviation fuel, .12 ddys on hand, jet fuel, L4 days on hand; motor
fuel, 6 days on hend and diesel fuel, 6 days on hand; Class V: amranitior,

L0pm end high explosive, 12 dey$ ¢a Hand; 8lmm, 17 days on hand; Glmm, U4 days
on hand; 4.2 inch shells, 36 days on hand; 105mm, 10 days on hand end 155mzm,
25 days on hand. Class V (firecracker). 105 mm, 5 days on hand; 155mm,

5 days on hand; 4Omm, 5 days on hand and hand grenades, 10 days on hand.

The emmo supply polint status of anti-tank ordrnance, not including basic lcads
on position is as follows: 9QOmm head, 478 rounds; S6mm rocket, 190 rounds;
19 mines, 1C0 mines and 106mm head, 316 rounds. NOTE: Firecracker ammo is
COrRAM.

No COFRAM iype ordnance was usad during the period.

For the next 24%-hour period Marine tactical air plans Ll sorties in support

of Khe Sanh, while the Air Force has 76 scheduled and the Nevy has 100, for

a total of 220 sorties. The Marines will have 16 aircraft on call for additional
runs, &nd the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Five Arc Lignt
strikes (33 sorties) are scheduled in support of the Khe Sanh area.

d

The weatiher for the afternoon of February 10 was marginel and deteriorated to
poor after noon EST with zero visibility in fog by 3:00 PM EST, Fevruvsry 1
Weather conditions continued to be poor through the morning of Fetruery 1l.

Tne forecast for the afternoon of February 1l is for marginal weather conditicus.
By 8:00 AM EST fog and low clouds will cause poor weather which will lest until
10:80 AM EST on the 12th of February. Conditions should improve to marginal
with cloud cellings increasing to 1,200 feet by wid-night February 11.

fhenge in”eneny Ualuiidentilfication in the arear:

2}

lao personnel evacuated from Kne Sanh and now located at Dallang for con-
shipment tc Laos, tetal 11k. Four persons remain to be evacuated on February
11, including the BV-33 battalion commender. Arrangements are underway 1o
transpeort the lLao personnel to wltimate desiination by Lao aircraft.
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Tab C

Draft Instruction for Emissary to Saigon

You will make an independent assessment of the miliiary and political
situation, with special reference to the following,

1.

The situation of the ARVN, including the RF and PF.

--- - How many of the 50% who were on leave during Tet have
returned?

--- What measures are being taken to assemble the rest?

--~ With maximum effort, how rapidly could the rest be
assembled? '

--- What is the situation with respect to the RF and PF?

What efforts are being undertaken to reestablish their
links with the central government and to insure that they hold
a maximum part of the countryside and engage, along with ARVN
forces, in exploiting the possible weakness in certain areas of
Viet Cong, guerrilla and provincial main force units?

-- How soon can Hue and Saigon be thoroughly cleaned up?

~-- When are the weak corps commanders, divisional commanders,

and province chiefs to be removed?

'

-~ What is the earliest possible date when they can get thr ough

the new provisions for drafting of 18 and 19 year olds?

.

-- In the light of the changed situation, does some redeployment

of U,S, forces within South Vietnam make sense? For examnple, movement
of some battalions of the 9th Division out of the Delta make sense?

2,

In general, you will convey the view from Washington that the enemy

is putting us to the maximum military test of which he is now capable. He
may have other surprises for us aside from the scale and weight of the attack
on the cities, He may be planning to achieve a situation of maximum

. advantage and then try to furce us into a negotiation on his terms, It

therefore seems essential to us that every military and political resource -
inside South Vietnam be pushed to the limit, not merely to survive his.

- attacks but to present to the enemy and the world a picture of:

-~ Military initiative with rg.spe,ct to both the cities and the - -

countryside;
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-- Political vitality on the part of the government; and

-- Maximum political unity between the government and non-
Communist political groups,

3. In talking with Thieu and Ky, you should make clear that we wish
to see it through at their side. If we are to be permitted to do so by
American public opinion, they must move fast to bring their forces back
to strength; wherever possible to get the forces 4n under direct pressure
into an active role to exploit the weakened position of the enemy; to

assure that those who did not perform well in the current crisis are promptly .
replaced; to exploit the present crisis for a ruthless attack on corruption;
to reestablish total security in the cities,

The enemy is obviously involved in a do-or-die offensive, He
~may confront us soon with a diplomatic offensive. No one can do the job
for the Vietnamese that must be done in the days ahead. They must do it
for themselves, If the Vietnamese can act with political and military
vigor, we can stay together and turn the enemy s urban offensive to our
advantage,



Sunday, February 11, 1968
4:15 p.m,

Mr. President:

Here is the kind of reporting and
rallylng speech you may wish to make.

W. W, Rostow
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Sunday, February 11, 1968
3:30p.m. -

Mr. President:

This is the military-political
assessment of probably the best
{or one of the two bast) Vietnamese
Corps commanders.

As In the U. 8,, the lower Bouc
is O. K, ; the Senate is giving trouble.

W. W. Rostow

TDCS 315/00511-68 (advance)
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" Mr. President:

This is the military-political
assessment of probably the best
(or one of the two best) Vietnamese
Corps commanders, '

As in the U.S,, the lower house -

e i e O

is O.K_; the Senate is giving trouble.
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DOI 11 FEBRUARY 1968

SUBJECT III CORPS

m ANALYSIS OF GOALS -
OF VIET CONG TETl OrFENSIVE AND OF THE GOVERNMENT'S . 1560

g

W. W. Rostow ¥

SECTION ONE OF TWO CITE
COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM

HANDLING OF THE PROBLEMS RESULTING FROY THE ATTACKS 3.4(b)(1):
ACQ VIETNAM, SAIGON (11 FEBRUARY 19683)
SOURCE
1.5(¢)
3«@0)

1.5
SUMMARY: AS OF 11 FEBRUARY, III copps— 3_423)(1)

WAS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE GENERAL SITUATION AND.DOBUTED THERE UOULD .
BE 4 SECOWND VIET COMG (VC) ATTACK ON SAIGON. HE FEELS VC LOSSES UERE
HEAVIER THAN STATISTICS WOULD INDICATE, SINCE MANY OF THE VC WHO :
WERE LOSTZMYERE OFFICERS, CADRES AND HIGHLY TRAINED SAPPERS. HE BELIEZVES -

" THE HIGH PERCENTAGE OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AMONG THE ATTACKERS INDICATES o
VC RECRUITHENT DIFFICULTIES. ALTHOUGKE THE ENZMY HAS NOT GIVEWN UP HIS PLAN

FOR VICTORY, HE WILL HAVE TO CHANGE KIS STRATEGY, NN IS - 18
3.4(0)(1)

CONVINCED THAT THE ATTACK ON SAIGON WAS NOT & DIVERSIONARY EFFORT
BUT RESULTED F} om A GENUINE VC BELIEF THAT THEY COULD TAKE OVER

THE CITY AND SET UP ‘A PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT. ALTHOUGH THE VC WERE

CORRECT IW THEIR BELIEF THAT . THE PEOPLE DISLIKE THE GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM (GVN) AND THE LEADERSHIP IS DIVIDED,. THEZY FAILED TO TAKE . sb
ACCOUNT OF VARIOUS COMPENSATING FACTORS; 'INCLUDING THE.FOLLOWING:? * .
. (1) DESPITE THEIR DISLIKE OF THE GViN, THE PEOPLE.STILL:PREFER IT TO' THH;
VG () THv MILITARY STANDS BEHIND THE GVN AND IN TIMES OF CRISIS THE. -
" MILITARY IS UNITSD. THE VC WERE ALSO MISTAKEN ABOUT THE MORALE -OF:ARVN
- WHICH FOUGHT VERY VWELL. -IN FACT, .THINKS THE FIGHTING .MAY:HAVEz adt
- SERVED AS A TURNING POINT, SINCE.ARVN NOW KNOWS IT CAN DEFEAT THE--VC* N ,
- BATTLE. HNEEEN IS LESS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF -GOVERNMENT “Hiarpflrs
' AFFAIRS AND IS DUBIDUS ABOUT THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS OF THE" NEW. .TASK FORCE

.

BECAUSE OF ITS DOMINATION BY CIVILIANS WHO, IN HIS OPINION, ALWAYS HAVE-% )
DIFFICULTY Iil GETTING THINGS DONE AND ARE HOPELESSLY LOST IN A cms&; S
" ALTHOUGH HZ HAS WO PLANS TO TAKE STEPS TO ACCOIPLISH SUCH A THING, ]
THINKS THE 25ST SoLUTION TO THE GYA'S PROBLEMS WOULD BE TO AwsiciD THE 1.5(e)
CONSTITUTION TO ALLOY VICE PRESIDENT KY TO SERVE ALSO AS PRINEZ HI Nlu--R. 34¢xv
B :~PPOYES OF THE ATTITUDE TOWARD THE GUN OF THE LOWER HOUSZ SINSE -
THE CRISIS S5E£EAN BUT IS VERY CRITICAL OF THE SENATE'S ATTITUDES, INCLUDILY
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-

ITS PiETENSIOU CT BEING COMPETENTT TO INVESTIGATE AND-DETERMWIKE .IF THE? |

ARMED .FORCES DEFENDED ™NE PEOPLE PROPERLY.
B 1. ON 1l FEBRUARY 1.3,
i III CORPS WasS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT

THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM (SVN). HE

FEELS THAT THE ENEMY MADE AN ALL-CUT EFFORT TO CAPTURE
SAIGON AND THAT HIS DECISIVE DEFEAT HAS SHORTENED THE

WAR BY AT LEAST sxx MONTHS AND WILL BRING AN ALLIED
MILITARY VICTORY IN 1968,

z._commurss TO BELIEVE- THAT IT IS UMLIKELY

THAT THERE WILL BE A SECOND ATTACK, SIMILAR TO THE FIRST,
ON SAIGON, IF AN ATTACK SHOULD COME IT WILL BE ESSENTIALLY
AN ATTACK BY FIRE,™ IN WHICH THE ENEMY WILL UTILIZE HEAVY
MORTARS AND PRJuKmTS BUT NO MAJOR GROUND FORCES. THE

HEAVY LOSSES SUSTAINED BY THE ENEMY DURING THE FIRST
ATTACK WILL MAKE IT iMPOSSIBLE FCOR HIii TO MOUMT -

ANOTHER MAJOR OFFENSIVE AGAINST SAIGON FOR AT LEAST THREE
OR FOuR ‘Uq.ﬂ- ARD POSSIBLY NOT BEFORE THE WAR ENDS.
(FIELD CO#MENT. (NN 7 FESRUARY, ALSO REPORTED THAT
e CO’\}bIDT‘RL.D IT HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE VC WOULD
LAUNCH A SECOND ATTACK ON SAIGON.)

3. N FEELS THAT, IN SOME RESPECTS, ENEMY LOSSES

ARE EVEN HZAVIER THAN THE STATISTICS INDICATE. THE ENENY
NOT ONLY .LOST OVER HALF OF HIS ATTACK FORCE, BUT

SUFFERED 44 ESPECIALLY SERIOUS BLOYW IN HEAVY LOSSES

END SUMTIRY.

. AMONG THZ OFFICERS AND LEADER CADRES. A LARGE WNUMBER OF

SAPPERS, YWHO WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO REPLACE, VWERE
KILLED. MORALE OF ENEMY TROOPS UNDOUBTEDLY HAS DROPPED -
SHARPLY DESPITE EFFORTS BY THE VIET CONG (VC> AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF NORTH VIETNAM (DRV) TO KEEP THE CADRES AND

- TROOPS FROM LEARNING THE FULL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEFEAT.

- 4. NN SAI1D THAT THE FACT THAT ENEMY TROOPS .
WHICH ATTACKED SAIGON WERE, ON THE WHOLE, VERY YOUNG '
AND POORLY TRAINED AND THAT MANY WERE NEW RAQLACE-

o MENTS IN THZIR JiITS DID NOT INDICATZ THAT THE ENENMY

HAD COM#ITTED POOR TROOPS UHILE HOLDING THE GOOD ORNES
JIN RESERVE. A REPRESEZNTATIVE CROSS SECTION OF THE

'ENEMY TROOPS KILLED AND CAPTURED IN' THE SAIGON

CA&HMPAIGN DOES NOT DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THOSE
CAPTURED Iti JTHER MAJOR ENGAGEMENTS. HOWEVER, THE -
HIGH PERCEZNTAGE OF MNORTH VIETNAMZSE ARMY (NVA)
REPLACEHENTS IN VC UNITS IS SIGNIFICANT. THE VC ARE

i FINDING IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO GET INDIGENOUS- -

REPLACEMEWTS AND ARE BECOMING MORE DEPENDENT ON NVA
PERSONWNEL. , - e
5.IIIIIILSAID THAT THE ENEMY OBVIOUSLY HAS NOT

_GIVEN UP® HI3 PLAN FOR VICTORY BUT WILL CHANGE ITS

L)

’jGOVERNwENT.||||||EXPECTS THAT THE.ENEMY.WILLS e

(INTO® SAIGON IN ORDER TO DISRUPT..THE ECONOMIC LIFE: orn
. THE CAPITAL. e e ,

i -THOSE IN THE RhFUGEE CENTVRS IN THE. CAPTIAL.
jes_ 1

STRATEGY. THE ACTIVITY WILL BE DESIGNED TO WORSEN THE

LIFE OF THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THE REFUGEES, -IN THE .

"HOPE THaT THEY. NILL CAUSE ADDITIONAL: PROBLEMS: FORNTHE

A. MAXE & MAJOR EFFORT.TO:CUT ‘ROUTES:LEADINGY aﬁ

B. LAUNCH A quOR POLITICAL OFFENSIVE"

"C. POSSIBLY.LAUNCH. TERRORIST ATTACKS: ON

900 S

NNNN
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VITAL ImSLQLLATTO‘S IN SAIGON, SUCH AS THE-wATER
WORKS a&T THL DUC.
8. _bAID THAT THE NUMBER OF ENEMY TROOPS .
REMAIMINZ I# SAISON PROPER-IS VERY. SHALL AND THAT
ENEMY ACTIVITY DURING THE NEXT FEW DAYS WILL BE MAINLY
LIMITED TOQ SNIPER AND POSSIBLY TERRORIST ACTIVITY.
HOUEVER, MMMl FEELS THAT THE PRESENT CURFEY SHOULD, ' .
AND WILL, BE EXTENDED FOR AT LEAST ONE MONTH OR LONGER. . 1560
THE HOURS OF CURFEY WILL BE REDUCED GRADUALLY, BUT IT S 3.4(b)(1)
WILL BE SOME TIME BEFORE THE MORE LIBERAL HOURS OF S |
THE PRE-CURFEW IS JUSTIFIED BECAUSE SECURITY IS '
PREDOMINANT IN THE MINDS OF THE PEOPLE AND THEY FIND IT
REASSURING TO STE SOLDIERS. AND POLICEMEN, SIDE-BY-SIDE,
WATCHING OVER THE EMPTY STREETS AT NIGHT. _ _
- 7. IS CONVIHCED THAT THE VC ATTACK ON SAIGOM WAS NOT S1iiPLY
A DIVERSIGJARY EFFORT OR DESIGNED TO PRODUCE & PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY
ONLY {Z IS5 CERTAIN IN HIS OWN HIND THAT THE VC GENUINELY BELIEVED 1.8()
_THEY COULD TAKE OVER SAIGON AND SET UP A REVOLUTIONARY “PEOPLE'S ~ 3.4(b)1)
GOVERHHAWNT" 'HE HAS, FOR EXAMPLE, SEEN A NUMBER OF CAPTURED DOCUMENTS
"AND PROCLAMATIONS. YHICH THIS PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT WAS TO PROMULGATE -
, ;Tu-‘TER IT TOOX OVER. -FEELS THE VC BASED THEIR HOPES FOR SUCCESS ON
HREE IDEAS:
A. THE PEOPLE HATED THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) AND WOULD RISE
UP AND OVERTHROW IT IF THE MEANS TO DO SO WERE AT HAND. o
B. GVN LEADERSHIP WAS SO SERIQUSLY DIVIDED THAT IT WOULD COLLAPSE -’ -
COMPLETELY IF CONFRONTED BY A SERIOUS AND CONTINUING CRISIS.
C. THE MORALE OF ARVN OFFICERS AND MEN WAS VERY LOW, AND THE TROOPS
WOULD GIVE UP OR FLEE WHEN CONFRONTED WITH A DETERMINED ENEMY .
_FORCE. o
8. SAID THERE WAS A GOOD DEAL.OF TRUTH IN THE ENEMY ANALYSIS. ..
JTHE ENENY'S MISTAKE WAS TO OVERLOOK A NUMBER OF COMPENSATING FACTORS..
WHILE #0ST PEOPLE DO NOT LIKE OR AT BEST ARE INDIFFERENT TO THE GVN, . i L5(@)
- MANY STRONGLY DISLIKE THE VC. IF COMPELLED TO MAKE A CHOICE, A BN X
MAJORITY WOULD CHOOSE THE GVN OVER THE VC. HATRED OF THE VC : L
. INVOLVES A HUMBER OF FACTORS. CATHOLICS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE STRONGLY
OPPOSED TO ANY COMMUNIST REGIME AND WILL TAKE ACTIVE STEPS TO AVOID
ONE. ALTHOUGH THEZ VAST MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE .IN SAIGON MAY NOT LIKE
THE GVH, THEY DO LIKE THE STANDARD OF LIVING IT PROVIDES. A CYCLO
DRIVER, FOR EXAMPLE, MAY BE POOR BUT HE ENJOYS A HIGH STANDARD OF -
LIVING COi{PARED TO THAT OF A NORTH VIETNAMESE.
9. [ '0TZD THAT THE ENEMY ALSO ERRED IN PLACING TOO NUCH 1MPOR-
TANCE ON THE REPUTED FRICTION BETWEEN PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU AND
VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY AND THE INCONMPETENCE OF PRIME MNINISTER 1.5¢)
WGUYEMN VAN LOC. 1IN DOING SO, HE OVERLOOKED THE FACT THAT THE HILITARY 3.4(b)(1
INSTITUTION LENDS BEHIND-THE SCENES COHESIVENESS TO THE GVN APPARATUS .
AND THAT IN TIMES OF CRISIS THE MILITARY IS ALWAYS FIRMLY UNITED.
_ALSO FEELS THE ENEMY PUT TOO MUCH CRECDRNGFE TN FORRIGN PRRSS

- 156
34(b)(1)
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UG UG D hBULY T e UNW TLL TN NESS UF ARVR T UNTTSTTO FIGHT. "IN THE ACTUAL T

EVENT, BQTH OFFICERS ANA, MEN FOUGHT WELL EVEN WHEN_FACING SUPERIOR' N
- FORCES. gllllIlFEELS, ¢ "FACT, THAT THE RECENT VC i *TACKS MAY BE A .a,"u
TURNING POINT SINCE MORALE IS NOW HIGH AND THE OFFiCERS AND MEN KNOW R

THEY CAN DEFEAT THE ENEMYEVEN IN AN AL-OUT ATTACK. NEEMMADDED THAT - 1.560).
HE WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY THE REACTION OF THE PEOPLE. THEY 34@“”
DID 0T PANIC, THEY GAVE SURPRISINGLY GOOD COOPERATION -
- TO THEMILITARY, AND THEY SHOWED NO INTEREST WHATEVER IN A "PEOPLE'S ey
GOVERNMENT o
.~ 10. ALTHOUGH HE EXUDED CONFIDENCE OVER THE MILITARY SITUATION, N
WAS RATHER PESSIHISTIC ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. - -
HE FELT THIEU HAD NOT DISPLAYED DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP. HE HELD LITTLE HOPE
FOR THE. SUCCESS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE'S RELIEF (JOINT GVN/U.S.
TASK FORCE) BECAUSE IT WAS DOMINATED BY CIVILIANS. HE NOTED THAT MAJOR . ggq
GENERAL NGUYEN DUC THANG, THE COMMITTEE'S CHIEF OF STAFF, HAD ANNOUNCED ggﬁxﬂ‘
HE WAS RESIGNING BECAUSE THE CIVILIANS WERE "ALL TALK AND NO ACTION."™ .:iima -,
ADDED HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY THANG THAT MORNING THAT THE LATTER - 0
-~ HAD NOT ATTENDED THAT MORNING'S COMMITTEE MEETING. -SAID HE HAD -
.ARRANGED TO SEE THANG LATER IN THE DAY IN AN EFFORT TO
RESOLVE HIS PROBLEMS. JEEBBMMMFELT THAT ONE POSSIBLE SOLUTION WOULD BE .
THE APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF GENERAL CAO
VAN VIEN AS DEPUTY TO KY, WHO CHAIRS THE COMMITTEE. VIEN COULD THEN
ISSUE THE NECESSARY ORDERS ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE MILITARY
WHICH, INVENNN VIEY, IS THE ONLY GRUP EQUIPPED TO GET A JOB DONE IN A
HURRY. CIVILIANS,—‘SAID, HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING THINGS DONE AT ANY"

TIME AND ARE HOPELESSLY LOST IN A CRISIS. AS AN . ILLUSTRATION,

NOTED THAT SINCE HE HAD SUPPLIES OF A NUMBER OF COMMODITIES IN LONG

'AND HE HAD TELEPHONED THE HEAD OF THE GVN SUPPLY DIRECTORATE AND OFFERED

TO MAKE THESE SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR THE RELIEF OF THE PEOPLE. IN 1.560)
“REPLY, THE.DIRECTOR GENERAL HAD GIVEN HIM NUMBEROUS EXCUSES AS TO WHY ga41)
- HE %AS UNABLE To PICK UP AND USE THE FooDSTUFFS. JEEEEEMESAID HE HaD .
THEN CALLED THE DIRECTOR OFARVN COMMISSARIES, WHO IMMEDIATELY MADE
ARRANGEMENTS TO BRING THE SUPPLIES TO SAIGOWN. ' ,

1. INDICATED HE FELT THE ANSWER TO THE PRESENT DILEMNMA IS TO
. AMEND THE CONSTITUTION TO PERMMIT THEZ VICE PRESIDENT TO SERVE CONCUR- ..
'RENTLY &S PRIME KINISTER. WHAT. IS NEEDED IS TO CONCENTRATE GOVERWHENT
. POWERS IN THE HANDS OF ONE MAN WHO CAN GIVE ORDERS AND -CUT THROUGH THE
_EXISTING MAZE OF REDTAPE. THUS, REMOVAL OF LOC WOULD NOT BE SUFF-

ICIENT IN ITSELF. SINCE THERE WOULD STILL BE DIVIDED AUTHORITY. B 150
SAID HE DID NOT THINK THE APPOINTMENT OF A MILITARY MAN--THANG OR VIEN, 3.4(b)1)
FOR EXAMPLE--AAS PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE AN ANSWER. THE WEED IS FOR
. UNIFIED LEADERSHIP AT THE TOP AND, UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, THIS
COULD BEST BE accouPLISHED BY VESTING POWERS IN XY. | iPHASIZED
HE. DID NOT PLAN TO TAKE STEPS' TO BRING ABOUT THIS CHANGE. HE SAID HE KN§

. VIEN AND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE BRIGADIER GENERALY

NGUYEN NGOC LOAN ALSO FAVORED THIS SOLUTIOM

- 12. |E-XPRESSED APPROVAL OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE LOVER HOUSE
SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE VC TET OFFENSIVE, BUT-HI WAS HIGHLY

" CRITICAL OF NMANY SENATORS. HE SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY DISTURBED BY
THE SENATE'S PRETENSIONS TO HAVING SUFFICIENT COMPETENCE AND KNOW- o
LEDGE TO INVESTIGATE THE VC ATTACK AND DETERMINE IF THE ARMED FORCES o
HAD DONE A GOOD JOB IN DEFENDING THE PEOPLE. HIS ‘SUBORDINATE O e
OFFICERS, ONT INUED, FEEL THAT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SHOULD VOTE® Q”(XE;?
"THEM AN UNQUALIFIED EXPRESSION OF THANKS. . INSTEAD, THE SENATE APPEARS.:(. i
. TO BE SAYING THAT THE ARMED FORCES HAVE ITS THANKS AS LONG.AS.THE,

.- FIGHTING CONTINUES BUT THAT AS SOON AS THE.CRISIS.SUBSIDES!ITVILLZ

" CHARGE INCOMPETENCE ON -THE, PART, OF_MANY.-ARMED. FORCESiLEADERS.%gKHANG

“"SINGLED OUT SENATORS TRAN:VAN.DON,,TON:THAT~DINH:ANDZTRAN:NGOC:NHUAN

""FOR PARTICULAR CRITICISM. .. ADDED%THATL THILE  HEZHIMSELF<WAS..SUR -
" PRISED BY THE ENEWY'S ABILITY TO LAUNCH:SUCH-WIDESPREAD:. COORDINATEZ§

" ATTACKS, .IT WAS NOT.TRUE..THAT. "THE .ATTACK .ON,SAIGON_.WAS; A#SURPRISE;x
“' IT HAD BEEN ‘KNOWN THAT: SUCH AN ATTACK. WAS. POSSIBLE, ‘AND : A% NUMBER -OF%

- STEPS TO CUT OFF THE ENEMY'S ACCESS TO. SAIGON HAD BEEN TAKEN SEVERAL

)

. DAYS BEFORE THE OFFENSIVE BEGAN. K
: 13. FIELD DISSEM: STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER, DEPUTY AMBASSADOR,
' POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACV (GNERAL WESTMORELAND, GNERAL ABRAMS,H%ﬁﬂ
AMBASSADOR KOMER, CHIEF OF STAFF, J-2) 7TH AIRFORCE (GENERAL - ~ -~
MOMYER) DIR/JUSPAO (MR. ZORTHIAN ONLY) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC FACAF

900 .
' 1.5(¢) -
" 34(X1)
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Sunday, February lLl, 1968
3:15 p.m.

My, President:

Herewith the latest Saigon
situation report.

W. W, Rostow

TDCS 314/02377-68 (advance)

WWRostow:rln
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ING THE TWELVE HOUR PERIOD.ENDING AT 4#00 HOURS
RY THERE H&D BEEN LITTLE SIGNIFICAKT CCHTACT IN SAIGON

T DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATICWNAL POLICE STATED
. AT 222 ; T SITUATICH APPZARS TO BE QUILET AND UNDER
< COXTROL. AT 2145 HOURS THE VC FIRED AN UNKNOWN NUMBER OF B-40 .
i+ ROCKETS INTO THE NGUYEN VAN PHU POLICE SUS-STATION IN THE SZVENTK
" PRECINCT. EARLIER TODAY, POLICE ¥ADE CONTACT WITH A VC FORCE ,
% AT THE INTERSECTION OF VINH VIEN AND TRIZU DA STREETS MEAR THZ CONG
HOA® STADIUM IN THE FIFTH PRECINCT. A FIRE ALSO WAS REPORTED AT THIS
LOCATION. AT 2357 HOURS THE RESULTS”QF THE 'POLICE CLE&RING ACTIOH
KIN THIS OPERATION INCLUDED ONE ARVN KIA AND SIX WOUWNDED; THE",

ENEMY HAD FOUR KIA AND FIVE CAPTURED. ARV FORCES CAPTURED. .
CONFISCATED 100,000 PIASTERS. 1.

ONE SUB-MACHINEGUN 44D ONE PiSTO N

.- FROI{ TRAVELLERS WHO CAME TO SAIGON -FROM BINH DUOW
11 FEBRUARY THAT TVWO VIhT CONG UNITS, DESCRIELD
ARE HOVING TCWARD ZAIEGON TO ATTACK THE CITY WITHI:

- IQHE GF THESE TWO VC-"DIVLSIONS" IS HOVING FRCi Bimd uuuﬁ_

F?uVINC“ NORTH O0F SAXGONy AND WILL ATTACK SAIG0ON FROW THE DIRECTICN

2.  INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED AT 1400 HOURS 1i F
N
£

- QF XGu “" VILLEEE, &C VzP DISTRICT IN GIa “'HH PROVINCE. THE
"DIVISIGN" COiMAND POST WILL BE LOCATED IN THE VILLA OF PACIFIST
La¥WYZR TRIN DiI &n TA0 AT HAaNH THANG TAY LOCATED ON THE ROAD rFRCU
X0¥ MOI TO QUARE TRUNS. SCOUTS WHO HAVE ALREADY INFILTR YATED
INTO SAIGON PfD. HE SURROUNDING AREAS WILL REPORT TO THE COMKAND
POST. THE QTHER "DIVISION" WILL ATTACK SAICCN FROM TH: DIRECTION
GF PKU LAM OR THU THIZE. ¥WEI37T GF THZ CITY. (SOURCE COMMZNT: VC CaDZZS
PASSIN LFdOue‘ BINH DUONG INDISCREETLY REVEELEDATHIS INFORERATICN 13 THI
L0

" 1.5(e)
3.4(b)(1)

FIZLD DISSEH: SLALE USMACV 71% AIR FORCL CI\CPQC
AC (HR. ZORTHLAA ONLY) PACFLT ARPAC PACAF.

1.5(c)
3.4(b)(1)
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INFORMATION
CONTIDENTIAL
Sunday, February 11, 1968
12:50 p. m.,

Mr. President:

Thls Komer backgrounder will
interest you.

W. W. Rostow

Saigon 18999

. WWRostow:rla
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IN BACKGROUND PRESS BRIEFING ELEVENTH, AMBASSADOR] KGﬁER
AND HIS DEPUTY, MR GEORGE EORSYTHE MADE FOLLOWING POINTS RE AFTERMATH
Ve TET OFFLVSIVL.

1. SAIGON RETURNING TO NORMALA CREDITED PRESIDENT THIEU AND VP KY,
HEAD OF "CPERATION RECOVERY™ TASK FORCE, WITH FORCEFUL ACTION TO BRING

ABOUT RECONSTRUCTIVE, CARE FOR REFUGEES AND MAINTENANCE OF ESSENTIAL
UTILITIES IN SAIGON, AUTONOMOUS CITIES AND PROVINCIAL CAPITALS. NOTED
HIGHWAY 15 NMV OPEN TO SAIGON: HIGHWAY 4 OPEN TO#RY THO?Y LINES OF
COMMUNICATION IN BETTER SHAPE THAN FIRST THOUGHT TO BE.

RAGE-2 RUMJIR—I2S99—-E—0~N-F—TF+DB—NT-T 7L E‘MTTEDﬁFTTﬁTKE—_SE

2., FIRST ESTIMATES HOUSES DESTRCYED, DAMAGED THROUGHOUT SOUTHVIETVAM
TCO HIFH. WITHOUT COMPLETE REPORTS FROM HUE, TOTAL HOUSES KNOWN TOQ BE
ESTROYED PLACED AT.13,758« REFUGEES NOW TOTAL 347,086, WITH MANY OF
T”ESE BEING DESPLACED PLPSOVS WHO WILL RETURN TO HOMES WHEN VILLAGES

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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PAGE g2 SAIGON 18999 111439Z
SZCURED.,

3. NO COMPLETE CASUALTY FIGURES FOR. REVOLUTIONARY. DEVELOPMENT TEANS
BUT APPARENTLY LIGHT, ATTRIBUTING THIS TO GENERAL VC TET OFFENSIVE

A TMED - - -

AT CITIES RATHER THAN SECURE HANLETS. ENEMY THIS TIME APPEARED TO TRY

TO GAIN FIRM HOLD ON CITIES DEPARTING FROM PREVIOUS HIT‘AND RUN TACTI

cs. , ‘ . ] ‘ ,

NOTED ENEMY PRISONERS SAID THEY HAD NO RPT NO ORDERS TO WITHDRAW, .

TOLD THEY WOULD BE REINFORCED. VC COUNTED ON GENERAL UPRISING AGAINST

GVN, AMERICANS TO SUPPORT OFFENSIVE BUT THIS FAILED COMPLETELY.

4. PERFCORMANCE OF GVN RECOVERY EFFORTS COMMENDED: GVN HAS RISEN

TO CRISIS AND PEZRFORMANCE SINCE FEB., 2 HAS BEEN MUCH MORE RAFPID,.
MORE DYNANMIC. MINISTIRIES FOR REFUGEES, HEALTH ESPECIALLY CITED FOR
‘PRCMPT ACTION. KY TASK FORCE MEETS EVERY MORNING TO PLAN. NEY RECOVERY
CPZRATIONS, FOLLOW UP ON OPZRATIONS ALREADY UNDERWAY. TASK FORCE .

P&G&_5—RHﬁﬁiR“T8999“8*9—N—F—4—D—E~N—$—4~ﬁ~£—£4M4$29—9554€%A£‘ﬁ5¢
HAS DEVELCPED SENSISLE PLANS TO DEVIDE SAIGON INTO LESS RESTRICTED
"BLUE™ ARZAS AND MORE RESTRICTED "RED™ ZONES SO THAT NORMAL CITY
FUNCTIONS CAN BE RESTORED BY STAGES., ‘

S.-PACIFID ATTQN Ppospzcrﬂ?’ﬂﬂﬂﬂtarrﬁuy SOME SHORT T“RM‘:ETBACK.
HOwW oaa ENZMY HAS BSEN HURT AND:HOW MUCH SECURITY HAS DETERICRATED
gg THE COUNTRYSIDE, MUST-EIRST.BE DilinliNel. BEFORE ABQQ”AT& ASSESSMENT

CaN BE MADE. APPEARS ENEMY HAS USED UP MUCH OF KIS STRENGTH, WHICH
CHANGES "THE NAME OF THE GAME™ FROM ONE OF ATTRITION TC LARGE-SCALE
OFFENSIVES SUCH AS THAT WHICH ADPhARa TO BE SHAPING UP AT KHE SANH IN
I CORPS. , ‘

6. WILL NEED FOR GREATER SECURITY AFOUND CITIES REDUCE PACIFICATION. -
SECYRITY FCRCES FOR COUWTRYSIDL? NO DOUBT MORE SECURITY IN QFFING FCR
CITIES, BUT WHETHER THIS WILL WEAHEMN OrFuQTTY IN CONTRYSIDE IS AN
H‘OdD_BAuLL‘AT THIS TIME UNTIL ASSESSMENT MADE HOW HARD ENEMY HIT
I00. ,

7. GYN,. ALLIED FORCES ON. ALERT FOR POSSIBLE SECOND VC WAVE, BUT THIS

"LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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PAGE 23 SAIGON 18999 111439Z

SIGNIFICANILY DID NOT.RPT NOT MATERIALIZE AS MANY VIETNAMESE EXPECTED ~
LAST NIGHT (11TH NISHT OF THE LUNAR. MONTH.)IN SAIGON-CHOLOM, VC STARTED

=

PAGE 4—RUATIR—18598S -0 N—FTfuPD—FEN~-T-T"A T LM ITED-OFRICIAL-USE—
FIRES TO COVER ESCAPE : THREE VC PRISONERS TCLD OF MISSION TO FIRE ON

AIRCRAFT HCPING TO DRAW ALLIED FIRED aAND BOMBS ON CITY. ALSO STRONG
;OSSIEILITY'EXISTS’VC HAVE TAXEN REFUGE IN REFUGEE CAMPS WHERE THEY
ARD

TG DETECT BUT GVN IS ALERT TG THIS AND IS CAREFULLY REGISTERING AND
IDENTIFYING

ALL REFUZZES. BYUNKER

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE



INFORMATION

Sunday, February'11,1968
12:50 p. m.

Mr. Presldent:
Herewith some surface reflection of
what U Thant, the Indians, the North

Vietnamese, and doscow may be eookhg.
up for us,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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U THANT PEACE EFFORTS - | - W

BOMBAY PTI IN ENGLISH 1510 GMT 11 FEB 58 B

(TEXT) NEW DELHI--yN SECRETARY GENERAL U THA&T, NOW IN MOSCOW,
IS UNDERSTOOD 10 BE AWAITING THERE A REPLY FROM HANOI TO HIS :
SO UNDINGS TO NORTH VIETNAM MADE THROUGH ITS CONSUL GENERAL 1M

NEW DELHI, WHOM HE MET LAST THURSDAY. IT IS NOW KNOWN THAT U
THANT* S TALKS WITH NGUYEN HOA WERE WIDE RANGING AﬂD EXHAUSTIVE,
LASTING ABOUT S0 MINUT‘S. : ‘

U THANT APPEARS TO BE CONVINCED THAT VORTH VIET&AMS' -ATTITUDE
T0 HIS PEACE EFFORTS IS REASONABLE AND POSITIVE AND THAT IF THE
UNITED STATES STOPS BOMBING UNCONDITIONALLY, TALKS ARE LIKELY

TO START WITHIN 10 DAYS OR TWO WEEKS.

THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL IS UNDERSIOOD T0 BE MORE WORRIED ABOUT
THE U.S. RESPONSE, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE MILITARY REVERSE
THE UNITED STATES HAS CURRENTLY SUFFERED IN SOUTH VIETNAM.

U THANT'S DOYBTS ABOUYT THE U.S. RESPONSE PRESUMABLY ARISE FROM
THE REALIZATION THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON, WHO LATER THIS YEAR HAS
TO FIGHT FOR HIS ELECTION TO ANOTHER T&RM OF OFFICE, IS UNLIKELY
TO SET ASIDE THE “PRESSURE FROM THE HAWKS™ AT HOME aND MAKE A
MOVE FOR CESSATION OF BOMBING IN THE NEAR FUTURE.,

AT THE SAME TIME, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT MR JOHNSON WOULD ALSO
LIKE TO BRING ABOUT PEACE IN VIETNAM BEFORE THE PRESIDENTIAL ‘
ELECTION. THERE ARE ALSO INDICATIONS THAT THERE IS NOW A REALISTIC
APPRAISAL OF THE VIETRAM SITUATION BY THE' AMERICANS, IF THESE - -
INDICATIONS PROVE REAL, DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES SEE A RAY OF HOPE FOR
U THANT®* S PEACE EFFORT COMING TO FRUITiON., IF THE U.S. REACTION
TURNS OUT TO BE MORE ESCALATION, THEN THE RESISTANCE FROM THE
OTHER SIDE MAY ALSO ESCALATE.

DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES IN THE CAPITAL FEEL THAT THE LATEST STATEMENT
OF NORTH VIETNAM FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN DUY TRINH THAT HANOI IS
PREPARED TO OPEN TALKS IS A "STEP FORWARD."™ THE APPROPRIATE TIME
AT WHICH TALXS CAN OPEN WILL, IT IS BELIEVED, BE DETERMINED BY
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CESSATION OF BOMBING.

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI IS UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE INDICATED
TO U THANT DURING HIS TALKS WITH HER THAT INDIA IS ENTIRELY IN
AGREEMENT WITH THE APPROACH OF THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL. IT IS
UNDERSTOOD THAT INDIA, WHICH IS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INWTERNATIOWNAL
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR VIETHAM, IS IN TOUCH THROUGH DIPLOMATIC
CHANNELS WITH WARSAW, CANADA, LCNDON, PARIS, MOSCOW, AND WASHINGTON
ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION IN VIETNAM.

1} FEB 16277 AM/TN



INFORMATION

FOP-SECRET

Sunday, February 11, 1968
11:35 a. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Gen, Whesler's
supplementary report from Westy,
including the possibllity of their
uwsing ground-to-ground missiles on
thelr tanks.

They have a 400 1b. warhead.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301

CM-3001-68
11 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Situation in Vietnam

You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report on
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM
EST, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at
8:15 AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the
situation in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding para-
graphs.

As General Westmoreland's report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield
was shelled yesterday. A C-130 aircraft was hit by fragments of a
mortar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may
be able to repair this aircraft tomorrow. General Westmoreland
plans to use C-123 and Caribou aircraft in resupplying Khe Sanh and,
to meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use
some C-123s used in the defoliation effort.

Sniper fire continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese
Marine Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in
addition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. There
was heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed.
There was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat.

The attack on Tan Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland
expected, resulting in 196 enemy killed and 170 or so weapons captured.

In the IV Corps area there was light contact in several towns.
A rallier (defector) taken at Khe Sanh gave information on the

following order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (2) Con Thien; (3) Khe
Sanh. He statgd also that he had seen near Thanh Hoa several weeks

Z2



ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amphibious Tank chassis

(the PT-76 was used at Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could

be the ''big surprise’ which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote
about recently. Other possibilities for the '"big surprise', in General
Westmoreland's view, could be the use of SA-2 missiles near the
DMZ, air strikes in the DMZ area by IL-28s, and MIG attacks against
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders are alert to all of
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures.

In addition, General Westmoreland provided me the following
assessment of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam:

""South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and
professionally fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered.
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical
areas of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas. It is also
significant that Highway 1 has remained open through the length
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have
bypassed Korean and Australian areas is attributable to an extent
to the emphasis of enemy strategy. "

&l G Wtk

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

Attachments
FROG Missile
PT-76 Amphibious Tank













DIA FACT BOOK SEERFT 19 €.

PT-76 AMPHIBIOUS TANK

The PT-76, introduced in 1952, is the standard tactical reconnaissance tank of the
Soviet and some Eastern European Communist armies. |t has been supplied to Cuba and has
also appeared in Laos. The chassis has proven to be rather versatile, being used for the
BTR-50P armored personnel carrier and, in a non-amphibious mode, for the FROG-2, 3, 4, and § -
rocket launchers. Propulsion in the water is achieved by a hydrojet system with intake
ports on both sides of the hull bottom and exhaust ports in the rear.
The PT~76 pictured above has the 76-mm zun D-56TM which was installed in the PT-76
after 1957. Earlier PT-76 tanks mount the 76-mm gun D-56T with a multibaffle muzzie brake.
Performance figures for the two guns are the same.
Although classified by the Soviets as a tank, the PT-76 is very lightly armored (only
0.63 inch maximum) and mounts only a moderately effective 76~mm weapon which makes it
ungergunned by present standards. Essentially, the tank is a member of the Soviet light -
armored vehicle famlly, which includes armored personnel carriers (BTR-40, BTR-152), .amphibious
armored personnel carriers (BTR-50P, BTR-60P), and an amphiblous armored reconnalssance -
vehicle (BRDM).

CHARACTERISTiCS AND PERFORMANCE

Vehicle:
Wel ght - 15.4 short tons 14 mt
Length over-all (w/gun) 25.0 ft 7.6 m
Width 10.29 ft 3,14 m
Heightl/ 7.4 ft 2.2 m
Engine 237-hp @ 1,800 rpm, in-line 6 Diesel
Crew 3
Speed (land) 27.3 mph 44 km/h
(water) 6.3 mph 10.1 km/h -
Cruising range lhg miles (on main fuel tarks) 239.7 km
Max! mum gradeabllltY 38 -
Trench crossing abilit 9.2 ft 2.8 m
Vertical obstacle abilrty 3.6 ft 1.09 m
Fording depth Amphiblous
Infrared Yes (on some models)
Maximum armor (hull) 0.56 in iw rnm; @ 459
(turret) 0.63 In (16 nm) @ 33°
Armament:
Main 76-mm Tank Gun D-56T or (after 1957} D-56TM
Muzzle velocity (AP-T)(BR-350B) 2,172 fps 663 m/s
(HVAP-T) (BR-354P)3,167 fps 965 m/s
(HEAT ) (BP-354) 1,065 fps ' 325 m/s
Armor penetration 550 yd (500 m 1,100 yd (1,000 m
0° obliquity (AP-T)_#!;?-aggE)) ~Tin mm) .G0 Tn T
HVAP- BR P) 3.6 in (92 mm) 2.3 in (58 mm)
SHEAT)(BP-35’+) L.7 in (120 mm) L.7 in (120 mm)
Secondary armament One 7.62-mm SGMT machinegun (coaxial)

1/ For PT-76 constructed after 1957. 3
2-38

—SEGREF-









INFORMATION

BECRET—

Saturday, February 10, 1968
6:4% p.m,

Mr. President:

Herewith George Carvar's
perceptive anzlysis of the situation
in Vietaam,

V. W. Rostow

SECRET

WWRostow:rln
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10 February 1968

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: The Current VC Campaign

Recent enemy activity must be reviewed within the framework of
‘the overall aims of his winter-spring campaign -~ to break the will of
U.S. to continue the war, and to create conditiong favorable {or a settie-
ment on Communist terms. In this context, the winter phage of the
campaign (October - January) was intended to set the stage for a ""decisive"
period of the war during the spring phase. The winter phasc was char-
acterized by major operations in outlying areas (Dak To, DMZ, Loc Ninh)
to draw out and engage U.S. mobile forces, coupled with attacks on US~
GVN bases and administrative centers and intensive guerrilla pressure
against the pacification program to tie down allied forces, It also in-
cluded preparation for a major (conventional) warfare campaign of
potentially climactic character in the Khe Sanh and general DMZ arca.
These activities were gccompanied by political and subversive actions
preparatory to a '"general uprising' in urban arocas.

The Tet offensive represents the beginning of the spring phase --
which our adversaries have described as the decisive phase of the war,
- There is abundant evidence to demonstrate that this phase aims at «
“general offensive' combined with a Y"general uprising.” The VC hope
that this offensive will inflict major defeats on U.S. forces, disintegrate
the Viethamese forces, and collapse the GVN, The Communists evidently
believe that major successes along these lines will create irresistible
international and domestic pressures on the U, S, to open negotiations on
Communist terms.

The evidence available sugpgests that the Communists hoped to ac-
complish a great deal more than they did in their initial assaults on the
citiess They had made arrangemeoents to seize control of the radio stations,
seize key officials, destroy the local GVN apparatus, and organize and
manipulate the populace. This they failed to accomplish except in portions
- of a handful of cities, This failure, coupled with the heavy losscs they
havo suffered, must be regarded as a sotback to their campaign.

Qirpn
VUit t

72



On the other hand, other veports, the basic documents pertaining to
the winter-spring campaign, and analysis of the pattern of recent opera-
tions, suggest that the Tet offensive may have been only the spectacular
initial onslaught of a sustained offecneive, with a successful uprising
as an ultimate, rather than the immediate goal,

Although they probably are disappointed to some extent with the re-
sults, they probably also belicve that they have created conditions favorable
for the attainment of the basic objectives of their winter-spring campaign.
Thoy have dealt a severe psychological blow to the urban population -~
much of which had sought sanctuary in the cities from the terrors of the
war in the provinces. Although it is true that the urban populace did not
rise against the GVN, it did not depart from its normally passive, neutral
stances. The Communist attacks have resulted in widespread devastation
and imposed substantial new economic and social burdens on an already
overtaxed GVN administration. They have algo inflicted significant damage
on US and ARVN military installations and matericl, and tied allied military
forces down to an effort to restore security to urban areas, to some degree
at the expense of protecting pacified arcas. These limited accomplishments
may satisfy the minimum objectives of the Tet offensive and encourage the
Communists to pursue their basic strategy.

There are numerous indications that the Communists intend to con-
tinue thelr pressure in many arcas, probably in concert with major opera-
tions in the Khe Sanh -~ DMZ region. In that sector, North Vietnamese
units comprising two divisions are probing outposts of tho Khe Sanh base
camp while extending their entrenchments in siege-~like fashion, Another
two divisions remain capable of attacking U.8, positions in the ceatral
and eastern DMZ area.

In the coastal plain, strong Comumunist forces -- {wo or three
regiments -~ remain in the districts surrounding Quang Tri city, and
U, S, officials expect further attacks there. Another regiment or two
are in the vicinity of Hue, and may attempt to reinforce those units still
contesting allied control for that city, In Quang Nam province, the North
Vietnamese 2d Division, reinforced by the 31st Regimont of the 341st
Division and posgsibly the 4th Regiment, has moved into the area between
Hoi An and Danang, and may attempt strong attacks against either or both
of thesw cities, Strong Communist {orces reportedly remain close to the
cities of Tam Ky and Quang Ngai.

In II Corps, all three regiments of the North Vietnamese lst Division

are now located ncar Dak To, and major action appears imminent, Reports
from Darlac province indicate that the North Vietnamese 334 Regiment is
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being reinforced from Pleiku and that new attacks are expected, In the
central coastal provinces, Qui Nhon and Nha Trang anticipate mortar
attacks, but no major ground assaults. Two or threec battalions are re-
ported west of Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen province, however, and new attacks
are expected,

In III Corps, the 7th Division apparently remains in northern Binh
Duong province with tho mission of maintaining preseure on bages of the
U.S. 1st and 25th Divisions., The status of the 9th Division is not clear;
major clements have been reported in action in the area north of Saigon,
but there are indications that others are located further north in Binh Long
province. The 5th Division, which attacked Bien Hoa, has disengaged and
may have withdrawn temporarily to regroup.

In IV Corps, Viet Cong concentrations continue to be reported in the
immediate vicinity of several province capitals, maintaining limited
pressure through gporadic mostar attacks,

Numerous reports from various parts of South Vietnam indicate that
many of the threats enumerated above will regult in new attacks in the
period between 9 and 15 February; the most {requently mentioned date is
the 10th. Theso actions would be intended to further disrupt allied conirol
in the citica, to demonstrate the ability for repeated attacks, to further
intimidate the populace, and thus contribute to the ultimate goal of a
general uprising.

One ominous aspect of the current posture of the enemy military
forces is their apparent implantation in the immediate vicinities of the
district towns and province capitals, This pattern, reported in many
parts of the country, suggests that the Communists have moved into and
reasserted authority ovexr the rural populace in formerly pacified areas.
The current flow of refugees into district and provincial capitals would
seem to be further cvidence of this; the refugecs could be fleeing their

homes for fcar of allied air attacks on the Communist forces occupying
their hamlets.

Several documents have suggested that the winter-spring campaign
entailed the creation of new guerrilla forces, A number of recent reports
indicate that the Viet Cong are organizing and arming new guerrilla ele-
ments, both in the cities and in adjacent hamlets. Since Communist plans
for the general uprising must have provided for arming additional guerrilla
and militia elements, theso reports are plausible. Some reports have
suggested that these newly organized guerrillas will be used in renewed
attacks on the citiess The fragmentary nature of available information
procludes a firm estimate of the numbers that may be involved, but it is

-3
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conceivable that they may be sufficient to offset, at least in part, the heavy
losses incurred by the Viet Cong in their recent attacks. While the quality
of such clements would be low, they could be used as replacements (or the
depleted main and local force units,

There is also a digturbing lack of information on the status of RVNAF
soldiers who were home on leave during Tet, and hence possibly trapped in
hamlects now occupied by the Viet Cong, We also have received little infor-
mation on the status of RF and PF outposts in the areas engulied by the
Viet Cong. These isolated elements wduld secem to be vulnerable to Com-
munist propaganda claims of urban successes, and honce another source
of potential manpower for depleted Viet Cong units,

There are indications that the intensified offensive in South Vietnam
may be coupled with some form of air action by the North Vietnamese Air
Force, by ground attacks in Laos, and possibly by terrorist attacks on
U.S, bases in Thailand, Recent unusual flight activity by North Vietnamess
MIG-21's and IL-14's and the movement of IL-28's from China back into
the Hanoi area could be indicative of preparations for some new f{orm of
hostile air action, Reports {rom Laos indicate impending Communist
attacks against government installations in the North {e, g. Site 85) and
South (e.g. Saravane), Some reports say Saravane is to be attacked on
the 10th ot 12th -- a timeframe coinciding with the indicated new wave
of attacks in South Vietnam, Reports from Thailand reflect rumors of
impending terrorist action against U.S. air bases. While the Communists
have not previously reflected the interest in, or the capability for such
far-flung coordinated actions, an attempt in this divection would not be
inconsistent with the genceral concept of distracting attention from the
main theater of operations and exercising all available capabilities in
order to decisively alter the situation in the Communists' favor,

The Communists, in the weeks ahead, thus seem likely to confront

- the U, S, and the GVN with the most serious political-military challenge
since the introduction of our combat forces in 1965. We cannot be certain
how tho initial phase of the spring offensive has affected Communist plans
" and capabilities. The evidence, however, strongly suggests there will

boe renewed and repeated attacks on some urban areas and nearby military
installations, and a major campaign against Khe Sanh and along the DM Z.
If this effort materializes, it will indicate the Communists remain com-
mitted to pressing an_"all out" endeavor to bring the war to an early and
favorable conclusion,



INFORMATION

—TOP-SECRET TRINE—

Saturday, February 10, 1968
6:40 p. m,

Mr. President:

Herewith the third reference
to a cease-fire. |

Be clear: 1 don't think this
is good; it is simply how the busy
minds of Hanol are werking.

W. W. Rostow

—TOP SECRET-TRINE—

WWRostow:rln
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ACTION

SECRET-

Saturday, February 10, 1968
6:30 p.m,

Mr, President:
To maks the Jordan arms

package legal, your signature ls
required at the Indicated place.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION

SBCRET

Saturday, February 10, 1948
6:00 p.m,

Mr. President:
Westy ls laying for this expected

attack on Tan Son Nhut air base
{(marked passage).

W. W. Rostew

WWRostow:rln
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, AT 2400 HOURS LOCAL TIHE ON 10 FE3RUARY 19¢38

AT TH_ TINE OF THIS RFPJRTg S%IuOV REMAINS RELATIVELY QUIET
OR REPORYS OF A SHMALL VC FORCE IN PRZICINCT FIVE AND ONZ IN
H P?~CLNCL. A NUNBER OF REPORTS HAVE 3EIH RZICEIVED OF
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THE

S ON THE TIMING OF THIS NEZW ATTACK VARY FROM 1.5(c)
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Saturday, February 10, 1968 -~ 6:00 p.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

" SUBJECT: News Medla Contacts

Yesterday, February 9, and today, Februsry 10, I met with John Scall,
ABC News; Robert Splvack, The Spivack Raport; Charles Bartlett, News
Focus ; Joseph Fromm and Jack Sutherland, U.S. News and World Report.

- 1 took them all through the documents on Vietnam: prisomer of
war reports; cooperatien and revival in the Delta; casualties; reorganisation
of the Vistnamese goverament; stc. I tock my usual llas: we are in the -
middle of an important battle; the first stage has not gone badly for our
side; the battle is not yet over and its outcome would depend on the scale
of {further attacks on the cities and how they are handled; the continued
vitality of the Vietnamese government; the cutcome of Khe Sanh and other
{frontier battles; and the steadiness of U, S, pudlic opinioa.

W. W, Rostow

rin



March 29, 2004

Processing Note

A sanitized copy of document #86 has been misnumbered and misfiled as document #87
since April 1998. Document #86 is the February 10, 1968 memo that begins, “This is an
odd way for you to receive reports on U.S. public opinion—but interesting.”

Document #87, is the February 10, 1968 memo that begins “Sec. Rusk wants you to see....”
It has been declassified in full. On this date, document #87 was placed in the open file, and
the redacted version of document #86 was renumbered and filed in the correct place.

Shannon Jarrett
Archivist



INFORMATION

Saturday, February 10, 1968
5:45 p.m.

Mr, President:

Thls is an odd way for you to
receive reports on U, S, public

opinion -- but interesting. 3,3

(b){1)

W. W. Rostow

~—FOPSECRET-TFRINE __

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

—TOP SECRET-COMINT-

Saturday, February 10, 1968
5:45 p. m.

Mr. President:
Sec. Rusk wishes you to see his review

of 303 approval of the mission of an intelligence
ship off Cuba; and why he approved it,

W. W. Rostow

P.S. Alrand naval protection for this mission
is on alert.

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION ..

Saturday, Fcbmry 10, 1968 | . .‘
&:45 Pe M.
Mr. President:
Just after rca.dhttho
Norweglan plece, here In the middle of an

I Corps report emerges the notion for a
""'cease-fire to establish a coalition

government, "
W. W. Rostow
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"COUTNRY:  SOUTH VIETNAYM I 3,4 B))
';SUBJECT: "SITUATION REPORT IN I CDRPS A4S OF 2400 HOURS ON

10 FEBRUARY

ACQ: VIETNAN, DANANG (10 FEBRUARY 1968y [ ] o)
~ SOURCE: THIS IS A STiUATION REPORT ON_10 FuB?UADY PREPARED BY 5 Le

e e

. 1. TH“RL "RAS BEEN.LITTLE CHANGE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE DURING . -
;THE 'PAST i HOURS. QUANG TRI CITY REHAINS SECURE. ONE SWEEP
“OPERATION WAS RUN WITHOUT CONTACT WITH THE ENENMY, WHO CONTINUES
. TO EXERT PQLSSdhL ON LINES OF COMMUNICATION, HIGHWAY NG. S, AND

THE CUA VIET RIVER TOURE.

2. aqupwe'"71 HAS REMAINED QUIET aLn;au THE DAY." yg_gggloa
CAPTAIN PHAM DUY 341 WHO WAS ARRESTED ON 7 FEBRUARY BY DANANG
POLICE DURINE A RATD 'CONDUCTED BY DANANG SPECIAL SECTOR, sqzb IN.
HIS PRELIMINARY INIERROGATION (CONDUCTED BY ARVN) THAT THE %G 24D
THO DIFFERENT. TqVTTtﬁ*ﬁ?‘ﬁbaiz« IMEIR PLANS. ?CR_ﬂTVSTl“" OLITiCAL
PGw N FROU THE ”VN.: -

“T{HE VC ARE TO USE ‘MAIN AND LOCAL FORCES ‘TG GAIN PO-
CITICEL POYZR IN CITIES WHERE THERE ARE FEY OR KO AKERICAN TROOPS,
'LIKE HUE CITY. AFTER TAKING COMMAND OF THE CITY THE VC WOULD TRY
TO KILL ALL DANGEROUS ELEMENTS IN THE CITY ARVN OFFICERS, VIET-
NAMESE OFFICIALS, VIETNAHESE VWHO WORKED WITH AMERICAN AGENCIES, AND
ALL LL?MFmTS VHO OPPOSE THE VC.

B, IN CITEES WHERE THEGE ARE Af‘..m;..m."f. 00PS IN FORCE, FOR -
- EXauPLE, DANANG; T £ VC TACTIC IS TO XaRASS THL ENVIRONS OF Ti%
CITY. AT THE SANE TIME THEY WILL SEND MANY SAPPERS INTO THE CITY.
~ THE SAPPERS ARE T3 GUIDF THELOCAL PEQPLE IN SURPRISE ATTACKS ON
- AIMUNITION AND UEAPOMS DEPOTS AND THEN ISSUE THE CAPTURED WEAPONS

LN, R AN . AT A vhe " C A eeememan . n S - P N o e ——— - —

~
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1U LUGAL FLUMFLE. APILX 1HLTS, THE VO WiLL ATIEHMPT 10O GAIN :
POLITICAL POWER IN THE CITY., (VC JUNIOR CAPTAIN P'\M DUY DAI UWAS
FORYMERLY CHIEF OF STAF,  402NKD SAPPER BATTALION (1_.5) OF DANANG,
~THEN AN INSTRUCTOR AT *ﬁE VC MR-5 SAPPER TRAINING SCHOOL. IN
OCTOBER 1967 HE WAS ASSIGNED AS MILITARY CADRE AND COMNCURRENTLY
- SAPPER CHIEF OF THE QUANG DA (GVN QUANG NAM AND DANANG CITY)
HEADQUARTERS. ON 29 JANUARY DAI INFILTRATED INTGC DANANG CITY TO
LEAD THE MOVEMENT OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY MILITARY POPULAR FORCES.™)
: S. HOI AN; QUANG KAW PROVINCE,; PRESENTEZU A& QUITE «0REAL AP- ¢
PE&R#Nut CN 10 FEBRUARY. MANY PEOPLE WERE MOVING ABOUT THE CITY
" AND THE MARXET AREA WAS IN BUSINE 55, ALTHOUGH MAJOR STORES YWERE
- STILL CLOSED. APC'S UNDER ESCORT CONVOY BEGAN TEMPORARY REPAIR OF
. THE ROAD BETWEEN HOI AN AND DANANS ON 10 FEBRUARY. THE CONVOY
© REACHED DANANG CITY WITHOUT INCIDENT,; ALTHOUGH SNIPER FIRE CAN -
STILL BE EXPECTED TO OCCUR ON THE ROUTE.
: 4, REPORTS FAONM QUANG TIN.AND QUANG . uG‘I YERE NEGATIVE. .CENSUS
.~ GRIEVANCE REPORTS OF 7 FEBRUARY FROU THANG BIoH AND TAH KY DISTRICTS,
© . QUANG TIN PROVIWNCE, STATE THAT THE. VG CONTINUE TG HOLD INSTRUCTION
CLASSES 0N POLITICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. VILLAGERS ARE INSTRUCTED TO
ARM:- WITH MACHETES, SPZARS, OR KNIVES AND TO PREPARE FOOD FOR TEN
\ DAYS FOR A STRUGGLE AT THANG BINH DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS UNDER THE Vi l
SLOGANS . UmIO\e" "FQR#ARD,7 AND "ASULT,"™ AND 4 DEi&%B FOR A CEABE
’}“T?E T0 ESTABLISH A& COALITION GOVERNEENT. IN TAW KY DISTRICT THE }{ !
VC WERE 10 P?EPARE A SEVEN-DAY SUPPLY OF FOOD AND HAND WEAPONS FOR :
AN ATTACKX ON QUANG TIN PROVINCE HEADQUARTERS. A VIETNAMESE SECURITY
- SERVICE REPORT STATES ‘THAT THE VC ESTABLISHED A HOSPITAL IN .THE ‘
J, THANH TRUOC AREA (BTI84005 - 150003 - 197000 IN PHUONG DONG UIL-
" LAGE, HAU puc DISTPICT. THE HObPITAL APPARENTLY WAaS BUILT SONE

AND REACTIVATED RECENTLY. AFTER THE VG ATTACK ON TAN XY
El? 880z ’"“giax TYATER RECENTEY3 e® HOSPITAL FOR xpiqr hﬁx. “THE.

HoSPITaL HAD. THREE DQCLORV, AND 20 HEDICS.
5. FIELD DISSEM‘ STATE USMACV III MAF CORDS 7TH AF USARV
COMNAVFORV CINCPAC. ARPAC PACAF (ALSO SENT SAIGOW)
LR
900 .
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INFORMATION

~EBGREF--OHIO

Saturday, February 10, 1968
5:40 p.m.

Mr, President:

Herewith still another sigmal from Hanol
that they are stlll interested in negotiations.

There is one interesting and new point
which I have been walting for; that is, the notion
of a cease-fire (marked passage). They may well
think that, having falled to knock off the government
and the ARVN, the bast thing they could do would
be bave a cease-fire on a what-we-have-we-hold
basis.

W. W. Rostow

Oslo 3275

WWRostow:rln
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30 BDYE S Q ‘JIIH Lba 1) ‘U I'Uc"il-uULHa x:L':Ai s ’Ll: 3\)»14.
FZELS NORWEGIAN 70“77C" SERVICE CA! BE OF ANY HELP I

*Eu nuLISHlN“ ‘CONUTACTS WITH HANCI, THEY ARE PREPARED 10
‘D 0 BYUT 4 GI,CU"Rung G2¥ DOES hgx ‘RPT MNCT WANT TO HMZISS
FUP &NYTHING UHICH MAY BZ N P CSE:S: o“1F - USC CONSIDERS
-17 DESIRABLE, GGd FREPARED TO ASY” %LCCR° TO COIE 7O OSLO.
FOR COHSULTATIDNS WITH A US REP .EITHER FRC: EMSASSY OR
FRCK WASHINGTON IN MIDDLE OF, FERRUARY."ALGARD CGULD.
STHIN BE -ASKED ‘TC PROCEE! fO HANOI AS SGOI- AS POSSIBLE
ALTHOUGH GCN WILL HAVE TO THINK HARD AS TO WKAT WOULD

B3 % RUDKSD 3275-5—2—T R T1

BZ APPROPREATT CCVER STORY FOR SUCH VISIT AT THIS TIKE.
'AS REGARDS PROPGSAL FGR ARRANGING JOb?f“ '70 0SLO FOR
SCHE $CRTH: VIZTNAMESE RIP, FURTNEZR INFC WILL BE PASSED
.0l TO'USG AS SGOK AS RECEIVED FROM NORWEGIAN E[BASSY
PERING AS INDICATED ALGARD'S TEL, BUT IN MEANTINT €O

s

.WGULD APPRECIATE ANY VIEUS AND COMMENTS USE MIEHT HAVE
f0i THIS SUSJECT, NORWEGIANS STANDIEE BY FOR EARLIEST
_»..gm SSIBLE REPLY FROM WASHINGTON, €P-l. TIBBETTS

b o
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INFORMATION

CONFIDENTIAL —

Saturday, February 10, 1968
£:35 p.m.

Mr. President:
Herewlth Bob Komer reports his
gallant work In recevery -- and that is
‘sald without ireny or humer.

You will wish to note the last
paragraph.

W. W. Rostow
Salgoen 18905

CONFIDENTIAL—

WWRostow:rin
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STATE PASS AID

SUSJECT: SITUATION REPORT PROJECT RECOVERY == 180¢€ MHOURS,
18 FEBRUARY

1. SAIGON CONTINUED ITS RETURN TO NORMALCY. MASSIVE TRAFFIC
JAMS DOWNTOWN BY MID-MORNINS CAUSED BY LARGE NUMBER OF VEHICLES
AND SLOCKEN-OFF %AIN ARTERIES -- HAI BA TRUNG STREET AND ROUTE
THROUGH VIETNAMESE NAVY HEADQUARTERS. KXOMER YISITED CHOLOM

EAGE—2—RUMIT RW LTNITED-OFRECIALYSE—
AN PORT ANEA— _REFORTS RICE DISTRIBUTION GOING FULL BLAST

TWELVE NEWSPAPEPS PUBLISHED TODAY VERSUS 10 YESTERDAY. TWO
HUYDRED VOLUNTEERS ORGANIZED BY YCUTH DIRECTORATEZ TURNED OUT
TO ASSIST IN PICKING UP SAISON'S GARBAGE.

2. YESTERDAY'S DISCUSSIONS ON SAIGOM REDTVELOPMENT RESULTED

IN WORKING GROUP BEING PULLED TOGETHER OUT OF MPYW DIRECTORATE

OF RECONMSTRUCTION AND URBAN PLANNING. QUE, OF MSWR, IS ALSO
CONSIDERING PLANS FOR TWO MODEL, TEMPORARY REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
(ONE AT PHY THO RACETRACK AND ONE NEAR NEWPORT) TO HOLD EVACUEES
UNTIL BURNEIND-CUIT SECTIONS OF TOWN CAN BE RESTORED 3Y REDEVELOPERS.

3. DESPITC OFFICIAL EXPANSION OF BLUE ARIAS TO ALL OF DISTRICT 4
AND PART OF 3 AS WELL AS SHORTENING CURFIW HOURS, SAIGON'S
MILITARY GOV=ZPOR HAS NOT ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE WHICH WILL ALLOW
ANNOUMNCING THESE RZLAXATIONS ON RADIO, TV AND IN NEWSPAPERS.

VE WILL RAISE ISSUE AT TOMORROYW®'S COMMITTEE SESSION,

4, VICE PRZSIDENT KY AMD PRIME MINISTER LOC WENT TO PLEIXU
TO GIVT PE™ TaLK TO ASSEMELED II CTZ PROVINCE CHIEFS. DEPCORDS
MATTESOM REPORTS KY CHARGED THEM WITH GETTING ON URGENTLY TO

MEET CIVILIAN RECOVERY NEEDS, SIMILAR VISIT TO IV CTZ ON
7 FERRIVARY 2NT REGQIP TAQ. OT7 AND PRAVINAT ASSISTAMNCE CARMITTISCS









INFORMATION

SECRET

Saturday, February 10, 1968
6:35 p.m,

Mr. President:
You will wish to read this

most interesting memorandum by
General Taylor.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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THE WHITE HOUSE /

WASHINGTON

EECRTL-— February 10, 1968

e

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: TFurther Reinforcements for Viet-Nam

Bob McNamara and Walt Rostow have given me the gist of the matters dis-
cussed at your meeting Friday with the Joint Chiefs of Staff and I have had
the opportunity to study General Westmoreland's cable (091633Z) to General
Wheeler. In the latter, Westy sets forth his estimate of the situation in
the four corps areas, his problems there, and his need for further reinforce-
ments from the U.S. He also gives a general indication of how he would use
these reinforcements if he gets them.

With regard to the broad overall question of whether we shoald send.
additional forces to Southeast As® at this time, my answer would be af-
‘firmative.  The situation in South Viet-Nam is too precarious and the pos-
sibilities of an unpleasant surprise in Korea or elsewhere in the Far East
sufficiently acute that it is an act of prudence to move additional ground
forces to the area as rapidly as possible. As for mumbers, I understand that
the Joint Chiefs have Tecommended a force of some 15 battalions totalling abvout
_;hS,QOO men which would . seem to me to be a reasonable increment st this fime.

I have given some thought to the desirability of putting some strings on
these forces if they are sent. They might be Kept partly afloat, partly.on
Okinawa pending further verification of their need in South Viet-Nam.. I think
we should recognize that once they are on the soil of Vlet-ham they are likely
1o be there for keeps..

Although my initial reaction was favorable to exploring the possibility
of keeping them as an offshore reserve, after reading Westyl's cable I am con=
~vinced that the need for these troops is so evident that—-he.-shovld have then.
in South Viet-Nam as socn as we can transport them thers. Their use can be
"controlled or at least influenced by the issuance of new strategic guidance to
General Westmoreland, a matter which I shall discuss below.

If we decide to send these relnforcements, then the next questicn is
their replacement in the strategic reserve at home, I would support the _
argument which I understand the Chiefs have made that three reserve divisicgns
Jbe"called to -active duty and I would hope that they would be a balanced force
in the sense of having the necessary suoportlng units to permit their promot
deployment overseas if required. I think this call-up is Justlfled by the
military requirement and that, in addition, it fiould have sdme political=
psychologlcal valué in demonstrating to the world, including Hanoi, tha% wve
mean business. It would also serve as a reminder to our people at home uhat
while ve are. not. technically 2% War, we are in a situation of similar emergency
which places on our citizens duties and “esponszbll;tles anaiogous to those =
"in.a state of declared ware

;ZI o
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I am told that the Chiefs also want an extension of tours and a call-up --
of individual reservists, actions which will require Congressicnal approval,
Unless the military need for these actions can be demonstrated to be truly
overriding, I would advise against any measure requiring Congressional action.

Passing now to Westy's cable, I found much of interest in it, some of
which I had not appreciated before. In particular, I was struck by the
weakered condition of ARVM as he describes it and his estimate that it would
take about six months to restore it to full strergth. Idid not find in the
cable how he expects to react to the offensive in the north which may strike
the Third Marine Division units across their forty-mile front from the coast
to Khe Sanh, usifg North Vietnamese units totalling about 35,000 and supplied
for 60-90 days of intensified combat (See CIA document "Consiruction and '
Jogistic Activities in the Khe Sanh Area"). If the enemy uses this imposing
force with full effectiveness in a battle of attrition for the widely separated
Marine positions, he—can seriously disrupt-the plans which Westy describes in

th-s cable. - -

Whether or not you decide to send further reinforcements, I Wduld recom-»
mend -consideration of conveying new strategic guidance to Westy and Admiral

Sharp, setting forth in broad temms the_way the campaign should be conducted
during the. caming-months.

Such a document, I believe, should include the following points in ample
detail to give a clear picture of the results which we would like to achieve
in the coming campaign. My views on this mtter are influenced by the short
paper which I passed to you today, "Enemy Scenario of the Future?"

a. The mostpressing matter at this moment is the suppression of the
sattacks -on-the -cities and the restoration of order throughout.-the areas of
‘South Viet-Nam under attack. .

b, During this period of crisis in the cities and during the un-
favorable weather along the frontier, our forces should avoid major actions
under disadvantageous conditions of weather and/or terrain. Every effart
should be made to avoid giving the enemy a "victory" (real or propaganda)
during the winter-spring offensive which seems to have begun. Ve should not
seek battle close to the cross-border sanctuaries of the enemy but rather try
to entice him out of the sanctuaries even at the sacrifice of some terrain
in order to get him into favorable killing zones. We should not undertake to
hold exposed outposts unless their value is equal to the anticipated cost and
unless reinforcements are available if needed for the defense.

c. While avoiding combat at a disadvantage, ‘we "shouvld build up mobile
reserves-in readiness to pass to a vigorous offensive with the resumntion of
favorable weather in March. In the meantime, much of our current military
activity should be directed at setting up main enemy elements for a decisive-
blow during.oux offensive. ..

L4
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d. Throughout the coming months, we should maintain the bombing of
the narth at maximum levels of effectiveness. Tf we can find North Viebtnamese
cormmand and control centers, they should be attacked,

Recognizing that it is the goal of the enemy to initiate negotiations
under conditions of no bombing of North Viet-Nam for the purpose of reaching
agreement on a coalition government, we should devise a pclitical track parallel
to the military which would include a joint US/GVN assertion of the principles
which must govern any terminal settlement te which we would agree. Such a
statement of principles would rule out any coalition government based upon
the arbitrary inclusion of members of the National Liberation Front in the
Saigon goverrment and would reject any action tending to nullify the new
constitutional govermment but would offer participation in elections to all
Viet Cong who will pledge allegiance to the Constitution. The exact terms
of such an offer need a careful elaboration which I shall not attempt here.

In a short summary, my recommendation is that we 'start reinforcing at
' once but; concurrently, review and clarify our military and political ob-
ijectives for the remainder of this year.

“H02

M. D. TI
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Saturday, Febrmary 10, 1968
1:45 p.m,

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's
latest situation report.

W. W. Reostow

WWRostow:rin
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

CM-2999-68
10 February 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Situation in Vietnam

You have received General Westmoreland's sixth report on
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:00
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs.

General Westmoreland assesses the current situation as
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. He is also striving to
reopen the roads, so as to permit the resupply of food. He reports
that there is plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang.

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks
in the eastern part of the DMZ area, and he is sending General
Abrams to talk to the commanders in that area about this potential
threat. General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly,
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and ~ i
rockets against any tank attack in that area. ‘

The Hue/Phu Bai area is, as was reported yesterday, being
reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions. Presently,
three -fifths of the city is controlled by South Vietnamese forces;
however, General Westmoreland estimates that there are some
2,000 Viet Cong still in Hue.

TOR TA0TT
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There are five battalions of the Americal Division south of
Danang. There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is
reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese Division are
now pulling back.

The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on
landing by a 12. 7 mm machine gun; as the aircraft landed, the
POL aboard exploded.

The II Corps area was relatively quiet. There is still fighting
in Dalat, but we are making headway there. Elements of the 33d
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant
who defected from the 174th North Vietnamese Regiment reported
that one-third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 809
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area.

In Long An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured,
one of whom was a North Vietnamese from Cambodia - - significantly,
several brand new weapons, of Red Chinese make (still in cosmoline)
were captured. In the capital, Viet Cong assassins killed eight
policemen,

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this.

The IV Corps area was also relatively quiet. The Riverine
Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area, where there is an enemy
build-up. General Westmoreland hopes to reopen Highway 4 by
Sunday night.

MACYV Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened.
General Abrams will operate from that headquarters from time to time.

Gk G L0bt,

EARLE G, WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff




INFORMATION

Saturday, February 10, 1968
12:50 p. m,

Mr, Presideat:

Herewith a filoal message to you
from Prime Minister Wilson.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln






INFORMATION

Saturday, February 10, 1968
12:40 p. m,

Mr. Preslident:

We first received an unsigned copy of
President Park's letter to you. It was
modified in the light ¢f discussion with
Ammb. Porter. Attached (Tab A) is the final
version.

Also attached (Tab B) is a message
from Seoul indicating the three critical issues
that Vance will face.

W. W, Rostow

Seoul 4131
Seoul 4142

WWRostow:rla






2. And we lodge a protest with the North Koreans; press them
to admit the aggressive act, apologize for it and pledge that such an act
will not be repeated in the future.

3. In case the North Koreans refuse to accept this and change
their attitude:

A. The Republic of Korea and the United States forces take
an immediate retaliatory action in accordance with the provisions of the
mutual defense treaty between the two countries:

B. And at the same time, issue a formal warning to them that
the Republic of Korea and the United States forces will take immediate punitive
action, if the North Koreans make resort to such actions again in the future.

These, I believe, are the minimum measures required for ensuring
the security of the Republic of Korea.

I know your excellency is concerned with the security of our country
more greatly than anyone else and have taken measures to strengthen our
national defense, This I appreciate always.

But a fact remains that the infiltrations by the North Koreans into
the South have increased, not decreased, since the Armistice although we have
done our utmost to strengthen our defense capability. Therefore, I want you to
understand the increasingly keener awareness among my people that strengthened
defense alone will not be complete in solving the problem of our security.

If we are to dissuade the North Koreans from their aggressive acts,
simultaneously assuaging the wrath of my people, we should make the North
Koreans fully recognize our resolute determination that we will not allow them

to commit an aggressive act without subjecting themselves to our immediate
punitive action.

What I have so far outlined above is related to the measures for
ensuring the security of my country, for which you have shown such a great
concern, and I do not think that there may be any point of disagreement with you.

In summationh, I am sure, that the security of the Republic of Korea
rests on:
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Text of Message from Ambassador Porter (Seoul 4142)
Subject; Korean Government Plans for Vance Visit

Stating he was acting on instructions from the Foreign Ministry, the
Minister of Foreign Affairs International Affairs Bureau Director
called the Political Counselor to his office to discuss subjects the
Korean Government will wish to raise with Vance.

He lead into this subject by stating that the Korean Government is placing
great expectations on Vance's visit, which could be the real turning point
in KoreanGovernment-US relations. He said the Korean Government and
the entire Korean people hoped that Vance, a special emissary of Presi-
dent Johnson, would not let the Korean Government down, and in this
context he referred to the '"failure'' of the 1953 visit under similar tense
circumstances by Assistant Secretary Walter Robertson,

He then alluded to the fact that Minister of Foreign Affairs had been in-
structed by the Blue House to prepare a position paper for Vance and a
general outline of a joint Park/Vance communique and US-Korean joint
declaration. He said that the latter two should deal with three major
points:

The question of operational control: He said that the Korean Govern-
ment understood the need to have CINCUNC retain operational control of
Korean forces but that there should be some change in the rules of game.
It seemed strange, he said, to the Korean Government that when in-
truders penetrated deep into Korean territory, the Korean military com-
manders should have to seek the CINCUNC's permission to use Korean
combat troops to destroy intruding forces. The system should be changed
to permit Korean commanders immediately to deploy against intruders,
perhaps notifying CINCUNC that Korean forces had been withdrawn from
his operational control for such purposes. Furthermore, when intruders
ventured into Korean territory and were engaged by Korean and US forces,
the rules of the game should permit application of the principle of hot
pursuit; Korean Government should not have to stop south of Military
Demarcation Line (MDL).,

Punitive measures; US and Korea should make it clear to the enemy
and to rest of world that they will not permit North Korea to conduct ag-
gressive acts against Korea without fear of retaliation, The US and South
Korea should announce that if intrusions continue, they will physically
punish North Korea by striking at the root source of North Korean aggres-
sion. Not only should this warning be made unequivocally clear in words
of the Governments, but some puritive action must be taken the next time

~SEERET-NO-PISFEACTUS—
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North Koreans strike. He suggested that North Korean guerrilla train-
ing camps might make suitable targets and said that if they were wiped out
it would not meaA local, much less general war.

US commitment: He said that most sophisticated Koreans are aware
that President Johnson has authority to order US forces into combat with-
out explicit Congressional approval and that South Korea and South Viet-
nam would not exist today were this not so. The Korean populace, how-
ever, suffers from a trauma from the Korea War which has been re-
opened by US unwillingness to take military action following the Blue
Hoyse raid and the Pueblo incident. The people doubt that the US will
actually commit its forces to defend them in case North Korean aggres-
sion continues and are especially concerned over language in the Mutual
Defense Treaty which says that each party will act in '""accordance to its
constitutional process.' What is needed, he said, is some flat state-
ment in the document to which the U. S. Government is party which
spells out the fact that President Johnson can commit US forces with-
out time-consuming Congressional debate and approval.

The Political Counselor lead him carefully through all the difficulties
which surround each of the propositions. The Director agree that the
Korean Government was aiming high, but held firmly to the postion that
something dramatic of the nature he had described must come out of
Vance's visit,
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SECRET

Saturday, Februwary 10, 1968
10:55 a. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Amb, Bunker guldes
Thieu further down the path of national
leadershlp.

W. W. Rostow

Saigon 18892

WWRostow:rln
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INFO CINCPAC
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CINCPAC FOR POLAD

(=]

t. I MET WITH PREISIDENT THIEU MORNING FEB 12 TO GO
OVER THE CURRENT SITUATION.,

2. I COMPLIMENTED THIEU ON HIS SPEECH TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.
THIEU SAID HE HAD HAD FOUR MAIN PURPOSES BEFI\‘JD HIS SPEECH.
FIRST, TO ASX FCR THE ASSEMBLY'S SUPFORT IN GiLli“RAL AND -
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE SPECIAL SECURITY MEASURES \IOW REQUIRED,
WHICH HE SAID WOULD BE RELAXED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIEU SAID
HE ALS? "AYTED TD REASSURE THE ASSEMBLY THAT HE WOULD ACT UNDER
THE CONSTITUTION AND THAT TH:ZSE MEASURES WERE 2NLY FOR EMERGENCY
PURPOSES. SECOND, TO INFGRY THE ASSEMSBLY OF THE NEED TOSPEED
UP MOBILIZATION PLANS AND TO REQUTST SPECIFIC avthority . 7OR THE
DEFENSE SINISTER TO ACCOMPLISRH iN SIX MONTHS WHAT had 3EEN

PASE=2-RUMIIR=TE892°"S E C R £ I
ORIGINALLY PLANNED FOR A YEAR; FURTHER, TO PROPOSE THE ¥ILITARY

TRAINING OF CIVIL SERVANTS FOR SELF-Di7Z.'se and RQTCTRAINING FOR

STUDZINTS. THInD,-TO REQUEST THAT THE BUDGET BE A-PROVED
BEFORE THE END OF FiRBRUARY. FOURTH, TO ASK TRE ASSEMWBLY

9%
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[0 DELEGATE TO HIM THE POWER TO PASS URSENT FINANCIAL: AND-
ECONOMIC SZASJRES FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO ONE YEAR.: THIEU
SAID HE MIGHT MAVE TO COMPROMISE WITH A SHORTER PERIOD.

HE ADDED THAT HZ PLANNED TO DISCUSS THESE MEASURES WITH THE®
APPROPRIATZ COMMITTEES BEFORE PASSING DZCREE LAWS OR, IF THE
YATTZR =/ . ICO SENSITIVZ FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION, WITH THE
SPEAXZRS OF THE TYO HOUSES.

3- 1 THEN ASKED THIEU IF HE PLANNED TO INSPECT SOME OF THE

M DA%42ED ARTAS AROUND THE COUNTRY AND SAID THAT WE

WOULD = “A=PY TC PROVIDE ‘A PLANE IF THAT- WOULD BE OF ASSIST~
ANCE TZ XI™: AND THAT PERKAPS HE MIGHT WISH TO TAKE THE
AMBASSADORS CF THE TROOP CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES WITH HIM.

THIZU 2:I0 THAT HAE PLANNED TO MAKE SUCH AN 'INSPECTION DURING THE
NEXT FZ* DaYS, THERE YOULD BE A CABINET MEETING ON SUNDAY,
FEBRuU:".V 1:, AMD THEN HE PLANNED TO SPEND ONE DAY EACH

BEGINMING F2iBRUARY 12 IN EACH CORPS REGION TO GET BRIEFED

*

PAGE 3 R TR =18 ST ke
ON THE IZILTTARY SITUATION, TRY TO MAKE SCMZ ASSESSMENT.
OF THZ Da:=C AND THE SITUATION OF THE POPULATION, AND TALK
TO PEOPLE 4BOUT THEIR IMMEDIATE PROBLEMS. WE DISCUSSED

THE POSSI3ILITY OF THE AiXBASSADORS FROM THE OTHER TROOP CON-
" TRIBUTING NATIONS ACCOMPANYING HIM. I SUGGESTED THAT ON
THESE IVITI . TRIPS HE DO iT ALOWE IN ORDER TO MAKE IT A PURELY
VICINAMZISZ "HERCISE. THE TCC AMBASSADORS COULD
PERAAPS MAKE TRIPS AROUND, EITHER WITH THE PRESIDENT IF HE
SO DESIRED OR ON THEIR OWN. THIEU AGREED THAT THIS WOULD BE A
GOOD PROCEDURE., KT COMFIRMED T!#T HIS "IFT AS IN SAIGON
VISITING RT™UATI CS7 YIRS .o n0USPITALS AS WiILL AS CONTRIBUTING
BLOOD AND TOLC TuAT Gi ZONDAY SHE JOULD BE MAKING VISITS -
TO & NUMBZR OF CITTLS IV TV%T DILTA C‘CW AS CAN THO AND SOC
TRA'G. THEREAF L. SHE WCULD CONIINULZ SUCH
ACTIVITIES IN TRE SAIGON AREA. 1 TOLD THIEV THAT MY’
WIFE WAS HERE AND WOULD BE VERY NAP?Y T0 Be OF ANY HELP
SRE COULD T0 MRS. THIEV.

4, 1 ASYED THIEU HOU MIS THINKING HAD DEVELOPED ON THE
POSSIBILITY OF AN ADVISORY COUNCIL OF PROMINENT REPRESENTATIVES
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- TOWARD THE FIOPLE. THIEU SAID THAT IT WAS VITAL TO CLEAR 0UT -
THE INFRASTRUCTUARI IN CHOLON AND ALSO TC IMPROVE THE VIETNAMESE
INTELLIGENCT CAPSBILITIES WHICH ARE OBVICUSLY INADEQUATE AT
PRESENT. HZI BELIZVED THAT IN THIS RESPECT THE CHINESE

LYBASSY #IGYT BL OF ASSISTANCE. '

€. Il CONCLUDING OUR CONVERSATION I REITERATED MY FEELING
THAT IT YAS MOST IMPORTANT FOR THE PEOPLE TO SEE THIEU
FREQUENTLY AND BECOME AWARE OF HIS CONCERN FOR THEWM AND HIS
INTENTION TC HELP THEM. I URGED HIM ONCE AGAIN TO USE THE
RADIO AND TV FREQUENTILY IN BRIEF REPCRTS TO THE PEOPLE.

g aene

BUNKER eyl i
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INFORMATICN

CORTIDENTIAL-

Saturday, Febreary 10, 1968
10:45 a.m,

Mr. President:
1 am sure you will wish to read
carefully this imaginative memorandum

of Gen. Tayler's and wish I had been
bright enough to write It.

W. VW. Rostow

WWRostow:ria
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

-CONPIDENTTAE— February 9, 1968

Enemy Scenario of the Future?

Although it is always dangerous to indulge in prediction, it is fairly
evident that the enemy in Viet-Nam have embarked upon a program which is
reasonably predictable in the sense that we know pretty well how they wish
the future to unfold. We can expect them to act in a way consistent with
their wishes--unless we prevent them,

I would guess that, several months ago, the enemy high command abandoned
any thought of continued reliance upon prolonged conflict and the progressive
attrition of our forces and our will. Instead, they decided "to go for broke"
prior to our national election, taking advantage of the turmoil of an election
campaign and the anticipated difficulties for the Administration in taking
critical decisions in the election atmosphere. They may even hope to influence

the choice of a peace-candidate if their spring activities are sufficiently
successful,

In laying out their schedule, one can guess at some of the factors which
the enemy leaders must be taking into account in establishing their calendar.
For example, TET afforded an excellent opportunity for a surprise attack on
the cities under the cover of their announced cease-fire. The monsoon weather
is another factor affecting their plans since they should stage their much ad-
vertised winter-spring offensive under weather conditions most favorable to their
side. These will obtain fram now until about March 1, when the weather should
change to our advantage. Finally, there is the Presidential election in the U.S.
by which time Hanoi would hope to present the new administration with a coalition
government in Saigon as a fait accompli.

Assuming the validity of the foregoing hypothesis, one can show in chart
form the possible course of events. Such a chart is attached which accounts
for the five phases which information leads us to believe to be in their plars.

a. The attack of the cities.
‘b. The winter-spring offensive in the North and Northwest.

c. Negotiations while fighting (they would hope to take place under
conditions of no bombing in North Viet-Nam).

d. A coalition government emerging from negotiations under Communistv
domination. - ’

e. The eventual withdrawal of the U.S. military presence from South
Viet-Nam Tollowing our elections.

CONFIDENTIAL
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While the foregoing is largely speculation, it has enough plausibility
to warrant reflection. Wb'should be looking for ways to upset such a scenario.

Pt
AL
M. D, To

Attachment:

Chars.







ACTION

Saturday, February 10, 1968 -- 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Preocideat:

Sec. Rusk just called me to say that he now has grave misgivings
about sending Cy Vance on to Saigon., He feels that the effectiveness of
his mission in Seoul would be greatly diminished if Cy then proceeded on
a grand tour. A great deal rides on the success of the Vance miasion.

Sec. Rusk suggests that Nick Katsenbach or Paul Nitze do the job
in Saigon on a wholly separate mission.

V. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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Joint Chiefs of Staff
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GENERAL WHEELER

' If, despité General Westmoreland's
best estimate, the situation at Khe Sanh

" should become desperaté, the issue of
ill be raised.

_3." - using
o) _ | |
S If for ro other reason, it would be

»

raised because the subject was con-~
sidered at the time of Dien Bien Phu.

.Query: Would some coatingency

target analysis be in order?
7

._ROBERT N, GINSBURGH
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INFORMATION

SEGRET

Saturday, February 10, 1968
9:25 a.m.

Mr, Presideat:

Herewith Westy's latest on Khe Sanh,

W. W, Rostow

SECTRET

WWRostow:ria
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Photo reconnaissance obtained confirms the presence of
several PT-76 tanks in the Lang Vei area. There were four ARC
LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) run in the Niagara area in support of the
Khe Sanh Base and its environs.

On February 9 the Ground Control Facility at the Khe Sanh
was rendered inoperative due to enemy fire. As a result only three
C-130 aircraft were able to resupply with 32 short tons of cargo. Twenty-
two short tons of the resupply was petroleum, oil, and lubricants, and the
remaining ten short tons were individual combat rations. The level of
stocks of all classes remains adequate. The Ground Control equipment
was back in operation today. No COFRAM type ordnance was used during
the period. For the period midnight Friday to midnight Saturday EST,
there will be six ARC LIGHT strikes (39 sorties) flown in the Niagara
area. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, while
the Air Force has 88 sorties planned, and the Navy has 100 planned, for a
total of 232 sorties. The Air Force has 120 additional sorties on alert.

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area.

On February 9 the weather was poor in the afternoon with cloud
ceilings of 700 feet and fog. By 4:00 PM the weather conditions began to
deteriorate with zero visibility by 8:00 PM. The weather improved to
marginal early Saturday morning and there was good visibility. The weather
then remained marginal the rest of the morning. The forecast for the period
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal weather to continue until about
8:00 PM. At this timme the formation of fog will make the weather poor with
visibilities of less then 1 mile. Conditions will improve to marginal by 11: 00 AM
on February 11 with ceilings of 1200 feet.

The first two groups of Lao personnel (83 total) arrived in Danang.
All are personnel of the BV-33 Battalion. They are housed on the Danang
Air Base., Rations are being furnished. U.S. and local relief officials have
made arrangements for sanitation, water, and other necessities. Embassy
Vietiane has responded in this matter and we expect that either Lao Aircraft

or Air America will eventually transport the Laotians to their destination.
\
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Saturday, February 10, 19

9:05 p. m. Sl

My. Presldent:

Here is how the Soviat roulpdﬁéc .
circularized iu.mllohao on the PI-)IQ. -

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

SECKET—

Saturday, February 10, 1968 |
9:00 a. m. /U/

Mr. Presidant:

Hezewith -~ in Djsksrta -- an NLF
representative says there "would be no
principal attack on Khe Sanh now, "

Interesting, but certalnly uot
dafinitive.

W. W, Rostow

25X1A I

BEGRET—

WWRostow:rlh
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___CONFIDENTIAL
Sa.turdzy. February 10, 1968
9:00 a. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith a summary of nine’
more prisoner of war interrogations.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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DOI: 27:JANUARY ‘1968 4'5 FEBRUARY 1968 o
VIEYS OF ;THREE VIET CONG .,AND NINE NOR 'TH VIZTNAKESE

SUBJECT: .
SRS - ARMY : P?ISONWRS CONCERNING "THE PLANS AND OBJECTIVES
: . :OF THE TET ‘OFFENSIVE, AND;POPULAR SUPPORT FROM THZ
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INFORMATION

CONFIBENTIAL

Saturday, February 10, 1968
9:00 a. m,

Mr., President:

Fourteen days, in the attached report,
would end on 1l February, tomorrow.

You will have noticed yesterday that
at least one report mentionsd a time up
to 15 February for the second wave of
attack on the cities.

W. W. Rostow

CONFIDENTIAL

WWRostow:rln
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COUNTRY:  SOUTH VIETNAH

DOI: 4 FEBRUARY 1968

SUBJECT: ALLEGED VC EXTENSION OF TINE PERIOD FOR OCCUPYING

CITIES OF SOUTH VIETMAM FROM SEVEN TO FOURTEEMN DAYS

- acQ: VIETNAM, DANANG (9 FEBRUARY 1963 [ i]

SOURCE: . , -

JINVN PREMIER PHAM VAN DQONE

. JUST ORDERED THE NFLSV T0 EXTEND TO 14 DAYS THE PERIOD TO ACCOMPLISH ..
. THZ OCCUPATION OF ALL TOWNS AND CITI1ES IN SUN. A THREE-MONTH T
PERICD WAS GI¥EN TO OVERTHROW THE @VN. ORIGINALLY THE PERISG FCR
OCCUPATION OF SV TOWNS WAS ONE WEEK. LATER, AFTER OVERTHROWING

THE GVH THE NFLSV IS TO SET UP A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT TO

: PRoc:ED TO & SOLUTION FOR PEACE AND A COALITION GOYERNMENT. IN

QUANG NGAI PROVINCE THE VC HAD BEGUN MCBILIZING ALL LABORERS .
_FOR BATTLEFIZLD SUPPORT. [

2.\

_JAN NVA POY SAID THaT BEFORE THE ATTACK 0
HUE THE TROOPS WERE TOLD TﬂAT THEY WERE TQ ATTACK AND HOLD THE
CITY WLTHIN SEVEN D.YS.. IF THIS WERE NOT ACCOMPL ISHED [N SEVEN
DAYS- ADDITLONAL Taonss ;“rrb 5Z SENY TQ HUE.

3. FLELD DISSEi: STATE usw~cv CoRDS III MAF 7TH AF USZRY "
CONNAVFORY USAID DIR/JUSPAO (MR. ZORTHIAN ONLY) CINCPAC ARPAC ‘
PACFLT PACAF (4LS0 SENT SAIGOR)
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INFORMATION

~GONFIDENTIAL=. PACKERS

Saturday, February 10, 1968 -- 7:55 a.m.

Mr. President: .

Averell Harriman and I last night had what turned out to be a simple
family dinner with the Romanian Ambassador,

After dinner he took us aside. Averell asked: What do you hear
from our traveller?

He replied:
-~ He returned to Bucharest last Monday;
~- You will probably be hearing from him "next ‘week";

~- "From our point of view, the recent events in South Vietnam
do not alter our objective. "

Averell probed him on whether he had anything of substance. He
sald he knew nothing more than that.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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