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Mil. P llESU>ENT: 

M.oaday, Fabnaary 12, 1968 
12 :20 p. m. 

Herewith an aaxioa• ntuatioa la Tra Villh city, 
la the Delta. 

The fear of re-attack oa or about Feb. lS remain• 
real. 

I'm aure Glap wl•he• to mlaimise the poaalblllty 
tb&t Weaty can move safely aorth with ~•H•• 
from the 9th DlYl.toa. 

w. w. ao.tow 

CONJ' h>ENTb\lrattacluneat 

oea,ASS1FlED 
Wh~ Guidelines. F / ,};m, 
By • NARA. Dat•-"""';:2./,JI,, ~­

/ 

tASSf\£0 
E.O. 12366, Soc. 3.3 

~~-5,1 fa.s/',~ 
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I
t __ ··. : .:.:,;. REPORT CLASS GONFIQEUTIM.:l.,_ ____ -:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_..J-
: ::--,,,r _,·; ·COUNTRY .': SOUTH VIETNAM . DATE: 12 FEBRUARY 1968 · 

· .. . ·:'''. / ·oar :_-,_: ' 12 FEBRUARY 1968 . 
!. · :-<. SUBJECT ... .: SECURITY SITUATION IN THE PROVINCES OF IV CORPS · 
[: . · ··::< · .. AS OF 2400 .HOURS ON 12. FEBRUARY 1968 ' 
( ::',) . . . 

!) :_'-:_.':( ACQ . 

( :: ,;-: .. B~URCE r . . . 
f ,_: .. · }~ ·i .... -~.· 
,.· 

. VIETNAM, CAN THO C 12 FEBRUARY · 1968) 

· 1,: .t ·~.:_·/.:'._: _ FEakllAR~1 
~;~8 ;~J:r ~~?:~E~u:t l :~gR;~D 1m A ~~~R!G Arnsr . 

. ANY OF THE .SIXTEEN , PROVINCES IN IV CORPS. REPORTS ARE BEING I . . · !;.. · RECEIVED, HOWEVER, OF REGROUP~iENT BY THE VIET CONG CVC) AND• 
' ' FUTURE ATTACKS ARE EXPECTED AGAINsr ·-t•lANY":' oF :: rHE'~ PROVINCE I : , CAPITALS : ON OR BEFORE"'THE :·15tH OF THE .MONTH. . 
k . , . . 2. THE FOLLOWING STATISTICS WERE ISSUED BY VIETNAMESE 
; . OFFICIALS IN VINH LONG PROVINCE TODAY PERTAINING TO THE 

·' 

r . ·: NUMBER OF CIVILIAN Ct-\SUALT !ES AND THE DAMAGE DONE TO THE CITY . 

f
:.;:_ ·:.· .: DURING THE .. ATTACK WHICH BEGAN ON THE 31ST. IT IS ESTIMATED .. •. 
I .. : TH.~T .1,587 HOUSES WERE PESTROYED, 2,228 .HOUSES WERE .DAr-lAGED 
·>,: BETTER THAN 50 PERCENT, - i12 CIVILIANS WERE KILLED, 1,300 · . 

CIVILIANS WERE WOUNDED, AND THERE ARE BELIEVED TO BE ABOUT 
20,000 REFUGEES IN VINH LONG CITY, 10,000 OF WHICH ARE 
STAYING AT THE REFUGEE CENTERS. · A!..-.SO :: VHJH ··LONG:-·REPORTED 
TODAY .THAT THE . PR.ICES .OF COMMOD.ITlES, · ESPECIALLY RlCEt '':· HAVE f.'.: '.':i 
BEGUN TO ' -fl~LL :.•FROM THE HIGH OF· 100 P IASTHES PER LITER . WHICH 
WAS THE GOING PRICE . IMMEDIATELY P.FTER . THE ATTACK ENDED/ 

3. WHil.E .J'HE--,SITUATION .'. IN TRA VINH C'ITY, VINH BINH ... 
PROCINCE, WAS -' QUIET TODAY,° THERE .REMAINS A GREAT .. DEAL·:oF,·TENSIOl'1 
AMOUNG --THE-:·AMERICP1N :- coMMUlHTY. ·,AS AT- · LEAST- ··THREE · VC -~ r!AIN FOFt'CE . . 
BATTA~IONS AND TWO ':LOCAL .FORCE - COMPANIES _HAVE r: BEEN .- REPORTE:D , 
.ST ILL IN THE.·, AREA. .. THE GREATEST. FEAR IS TH:'\L ~THE:- VC ; HAY.· BE ·.:ABLE 
_TO PENETRi\TE.: THE CITY JN LARGE NIJ£1BERS IN · ANY . FUTURE ·ATTACK 
WHICH WOULD ·MAKE THE: DEFENSE MORE DIFFICULT AND·.·COULD :LEAD 
TO THE VG COMPLETELY TAKING .. CONTROL OF ·THE 'CITY~ · ct THERE IS ' 
MUCH DISCONTENT: .At10UNG : U.S. · MILITARY ADVISORS OVZR .. THE-~LACK · oF · SUPPORT 

, . THE CITY "rs .. RECEIVI Na:. FROM-THE : ARNY' OF . 'THE .-. REPUBLIC ' OF .. VIETNAM'.: 
. , · .. C.l:\RWD 9TH DIVISION. -:=r.HE,Y;· FEEL·· 'THERE IS A . DEFHHTE .. J~EED FOR:.- . ·: !\· , _ . MORE:~TROOPS--TOi: DEFEND;.'j.'~ .. THi:-·cITY .. AND .· BE-rTER':.-1.o_G lS~Ic~1..-~s~P?bY '.:":-.. •-.c::_z:cr·~1,: ~-i'.t.:::;; 
. ;, . ''. F'rt!1 -TH-,:; TROOPR ··ALREADY,,,.Tffi:RE . .... CREDIT~:, WAS0 ·GIVEN:--.ro-:i;-tHr>·ARVN ·•-,\. · ... '(\. (:,·. ·:·:· .. 

' ' •.• '.... . • • .. : . ~\ • ! ~!" :- -•·· f .''. ~ : --• , • ; : • ' ' • , ., ·•1 -~ , -, - ......... .,. . .. ... "4 ! .., , . ... •• .. • • ""', .... ... . J. ,. ,' '~ ,!:·, 
: . TRO PS WHO, · DE·FENDEg,/ rHE.·, cITY>: AGAINST ,ut·FIRST . ATTACK,::' ,HOWEVER ;,":I ·::' :/ ' ~\ . ·: \: .· . ; · ·. : ... 

THE LARGE ... NUMBER OJ- ·vc· FORCES WHICH REPORTS" INDICATE ' r1AY;;(",'.tt \ . : . ,\ 
TAKE .PART . IN A FU TURE ATTACK I S CAUSING CONCERN AMOO'~ THE · ., . r 
KNOWLEDGE ABLE AMERI CAN AND VIETNA MES£ OFF ICIALS • . , 

4. FIELD DISSEM: STATE, MACV, ~ff,.,_ AF, CINCPAC ;,.. :-\C, 
PACAF, PACFLT, <ALSO SENT SAIGON). 
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INFORMATION 

SECRET/CACTUS 

MOIMlay, Febraa,y 12. 19'8 
11:00 noon 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith Cy Va.ace•• propuN 
comm91W11N aacl an accouat of hi• flrat 
dlecaaaloa wlth Pre•ldent Park. 

Seoul 4178 
Seoul 4176 

w. W. Roatow 

SECRET -

WWR.o•tow:rla 
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·'J,ELA-1' I.ONS B£T\tJEE1~. "THEIR COUNTRIES.~ WOULD.'" EN't>.SLE · °'I'HEI ft GOV~~tNMt}fr-s~ ? 

·ro ~MEt:T THE: PH08L£MS CHEATED BY SUCH NO RTH KOREAN ACTlO~s' - !N'. -~ · 
~CC9,RD AN CF. WIT~ !HE P~INCl~Lt:_S ~0 _F: .. ,r.H~ __ UNlTE0 __ 

0
_N.A!lON,~ CH~R_n.:R -¼tANO .1 ·. 

I~~:::!1.UI .UA t ::.J.>Ef t,;"NS E :· TR EA TY-"S E TWEE N-T·HI:: ... u N .t TED· ,sr AT £S .. A NP '., THg* '. 
. . . . . 'i 

- '.PAGE . .5 .kUALOSll1_78E ~ .. . ·. · · .. ·, .. . :··;:.\· 
:REPUBLIC 0F' .. JWREA. THEY REArf'lHMED 1HE·-coMN!'fNENT ··:·O~"'.' --nU:: ·rw0t · .. " 

l ~ .COUtHRrr;s ro UNDERTAKE IM.MEDIATE CONSULTl1TIONS IN .THE· t:V~Nr-r.:n,£ .. ,.; 

.• !~;9-;:;~::::::T:;;~:~.::::: I:::~:.: :~:H:::: ::::;:I: ~7 £ NVO Y ,. • . J 
· ;ALSO OlSCUSSED rm~ ·:·MANNER IN' WHI CH· 1HE- ADD·I!i0NAI.: $-10~- MILLION 1 

i · pr- !HE0 .,;i.JNl TE.D STA.'f£s· Mil. .. I1'ARY ASSISl'ANCE ·ro THE:·:HEPU8l.1C -Or. KOREA i 
· j :,·RECvMlt'lE. N0.£0: BY· PkESlDE. __ ~.-1: J_OKNSON ... !0-:,, TH. E ·.UN.I'f£.O, -StAT-ES~; CON~Ji~SS ·.\ 

1 
• · SHOUl.D - BE, -Al..l.0.C-.AJEO:: TO",:;;BEST ;,,;·ENHA NcE·· !HE CAPAB ll.l TY ... OF"-THE . ; 

1 . i KQ.~~~-:::;~#l~etB.~~~~~Q::,;:l)~E~~-"m~:Ittr.a.,a:~J.iQJ~~i:;~~B:tJ.1-1::;~? : · ·. · · :~ 
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( NOD I 5/CAC!US • · · · · · · .· 'i j 
~ VANTO 05 ' . . . ·::! f.:: 

( .CYRUS VANCE, ACCOMPANIED SY AMBASSADOR PORTER, .GENERAL · · ... >. ::i t 
:: .-BONESTEEL, AND JOH~ Wr\l.SH, CONFERRED WITH PRESIDENT PARK FOR . . ·~:f.., r 
. 5 l/2 HOURS TODAY. PRIME MINISTER, FOREIGN MINISTER, DEFENSE: MIN-:- . j 
~.ISTER AND CIA DIRECTOR ALSO PARTICIPATED, .• · . ·. :l 
f- ·. LE NGT HY"SEs·s1 ow · ~lfcfv-I DEo·-·usEFOl.'~'ELIEr -VALVE.F1

0R R'<J°K'=-~ .'.':" .· . : .··:·1 
i EMOilO NS .t T.E NS l ONS.s:J3 RADUAl..t.Y EASED , AS D IALO.ffUE~:.\ifAS ·°ESTABLISHED. . :\ 
,·PARK REITERATE:O AT LENGTH TH.EMES MAD.E rAMil..I AR BY REPORTS OF · :- J 
f AMBASSADOR ·PORTER AND GE~ERAl. BONESTE·Et. iN F"ATALI~.~IC ANO . · . .- _. ·.J 
t
. ,,.. . . . . . ' :; • . :-1 ,. . . . . ·1 
1 , . . · . . _;, 
~-PAGE 2 RU A\..0 S 4 l 76 E: 'S. E C ~ .e: ! ' . . · . · · - · . : { . 
~ SIMPl.l?TIC TERMS. WHILE: THE PRESIDENT_'S. SINCERITY.·. WAS--·NOT ! N~?7 -: · . .. , 
! DO UB T It· WAS 0 , EVIDENT ·THAT -HIS -spe:CI F' IC PROPOSAL,S ~ERE :THE PRQ.• •·. .) 
J. 01.tCT.. Of,:,:Eti19.TJ i:>N --R_AJHER -: .TH.AN ~- F'INISHED STAFF' WORK. ·. , .... ~ .~i 
~- PAR K- CH f\RGEo ·"wtrH· o'E°EP CONVICtI ON· THAT-~ Kt M· IL SUNG ' 1S ON f . · • • >1-;; 
'.•·PATH Or WA R. THE RATE OP VIOLATION or THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT I . 
l·HAS INCREASED MAffKEOLY, THE ATTACX 'ON TKE·Bl.l.lE HOUSE DESIGNED . .. .- ·:· 
L10 K[LL HIM AND HIS FAMILY AND THE SEIZURE OF THE PUEBLO WERE ~. 
}ACrs OF WAR. THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE THOUSANDS OF TRAINED : · . . I' · r I NF ILTR AT ORS AND · F'URTH ER SER I0

1

US PENETRATIONS ARE I NEVI TABLE . ·1 
. ~'IN THE SPRING. THEY>-I NT£ND TO HARASS THE .so·urH .KO REAN PEOPLE', ·~" . ·_. J t 

{ DISRUPT THE --ECONOMY · AND , .WHEN THE CO UNTRY .·IS SUF'rICIENTLY .~ . ··,·l i 
r,' WE.AKENED, RESO RT ... TO . ALL OUT WAR . TH .EY \iHLt. ONLY .RESPECT COU NTER-· .. .. . fl i 
i FOR CE • . TH EV, SHOULD BE WARNED OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF' 1-URTH EH ·: ' ., . 

. ;·vIOLATlONS; ASKED ro APOLOGIZE FOR PAS·T ACTIONS. ·AND REQUESTED .~ 
,'. ro PROMISE NOT TO VIOLATE: ·THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT IN THE FUTURE. ::t 
f· I N ADD IT IO 1-r ~,r;:sHOUtD ?UBL! CLY STATE ·· THAT .,_ANY·- F\JTURE-- VIOLATIONS . ·~-.~ .. 

. j~ILL BE MET· SY~1 MMtDIATE RETALI AT I ON~ ALL COURSES OF ACTION .. ~~!) 
;· ! IN TJtE PRESENT SITUATION ARE D.ANGER. ous BUT ,P..ARK..:.:·010 ~N.or· SELI~V.E : . ·: 

.;.T,t{AT;;;REIALUllQj~Q:U\:O~ .flO VQKf; :,TH .E: :.;DR.N.l.~.:'.EQ.:··.WA.~.:~::i,IRM~ E$.S )~NO,_-.__~· ..... 
S E. C R: B -2'£,., .. .'. ··.'( .-. , DECLAS~IFIED . 

· · · · "· · ': · E.O. 12'35 , Sec. 3.4 -
. . / NlJ ~} - 1 3 . • 
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!-~~~~L~umL~~E 
4 i~~~R~TM ~N 

6 ~~E PRES:~T1:~~ATION. THE us ~ -.l 
·· woRLO POSITION DEPENDS UPON f-"lRMNESS lN ·FrCE Or COMMUNIST PRESSURE. ·J 
; If" WE ARE WEAK HERE WE WILL PAV FOR It IN THE FORM OF' COMMUN! ST l 
:· AGGRESSION ELSEWHERE:. j ___ • :! 

{ . ON THE PANMUNJOM ISSUE, PARK FEARED }dM. I°L SUNG WOULD - -- . ·J 
:·DELAY - AND STALL THE · NEGOTIATIONS IN ORDER ro HUMILIATE THE us "] 
1 AND THEREF"ORE ROK. HE WISHED TO .KNOW 1A¼¥f\YT}1E US WOULD DO UNDER - · · :-,~ 
1 THOSE ·ctRCtJMSTANCES IN ORDER 1'0 CALM. HIS PEOPLE .. HE WAS WORRIED · ·l 
~AND DISPLEASED SY THE INDICATIONS B~ HIGH oFrICIALS THAT THE PUEBLO .~ 
1.COUl.D HAVE BEEN IN NORTH XORE/\N TERRITORIAL ~!ATERS AND DY SENATOR ·· .t 
: MAN5F'If:Lo•s RECOM~lENDATIONS THAT THE ISSUE ·-BE SUBMlTTr:o TO THE ICJ.··1 
! THESE STATEMENTS AND THE ABSENCE Or ROX PARTICIPATION AT PANMUNJOM i 
~. AROUSED ROK SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE NEGO!IATIONS. _NEVERTHELESS, HE "."'1 J 

_:. WO.ULD NOT O?POSE" THE CONTINUATION. OF secRET TALKS -PROVIDING HE · · 1 .... 
~?lfl\D A~L.ASSURANCE TH't~T INr!LTRATION . WOULD STOP,.: . . :_ ·/J 
i: ..,...-----~--r · · . · . . j· 

rJ:~_,., --· rHROlJQHOUT THE ·LENGTHY DISCUSSION VANCE CALMLY . AND SYM?ATH£T• ·;1 
{if I CALLY STRpVE FOR A DIALOGUE WITH THE PRESIO°ENT t PROSED 'F'OR SPEC!-· :j 
~;~ Fl CITY, POI NT.ED OUT THE WEA~NESS ANO DANGERS OP' ?A~K • S OPTIONS, , J ii . . . . . . : . . . ·. .. . . ' : . J· 
l·;ii.". . ' • • " • • ·l . <,f . . . . . 

• :,.:·· ;- PAG'E 4 RUALOS 4172E S-r! C F{ I! T..:..._ . • . . · · -~ 
~ f EXPLAINEO US POLICY, REITERATED THE COMMONALITY Or US-ROK INTERESTS,{ 
f \IJAR NED Or THE DANGERS 9F' PRE:C IP I 'rATE AND UN Il.Af"ERAL ACT ION, AND . ·J 

\i f SOUGHT _FOR A C9MMON, SATI~FACTORY. ·couRse: OF' A~TION. · , J 
~:-::-~H It.E THE JURY REM AIN°Eo Our ·AT THE. E

0

ND · or THE SESSION, THE · . :1 
i ATMOSPHERE WAS F"RIENOLY· AND THE -.ROKS APPEARED::ro. RECOGNI'ZK THar);l' l 
t· WF.: -WOUL_Q_ --NO! .. AGREE· 10 A,. POLI CY Or . RET Al.11\_TION.·. O~SP It E ?RESS . : -
i REPORTS TO THE CONTRARY' THS: -. RO..l<.S.~:;DJD:·~NO.T:.~.RAI .SE :.~Issur: · oF.::.:.-R EVIs.ION l f O.F. MUTUAt:~_DEFENSE TREi-\TrOR Or SEEKING .TO DISENGAGE -F'R0M ··ri-tE .· : . J 
f P?ER AT IONAL---CO NTROt. OF CI NCUNC;. 'CLEARLY, HOWEVER, .WE .. HA.VE .M UCH;/ · 4 

. f SERIOUS TAL)f AHEAD· Or· US BErORE :'."WE 'JJILL KNOW THE OUTCOME: OFT.HIS : .·J 
i-.;_MI s·sroN .. ·:-· ws W! l.l. , SUB MI r . A DR AFT co MM UNI QUE TONIGHT';-- ro MORROW . ·--,i 

. t MORNIN.(L~WE 1HLL .... Me.er·::wITff .. THc>°FORE:XG N '. '.AND' ·orHER".•:.MI.NlST.ER.$:;:AtU),, . :~ 
f ~R0B-ABL.~T~::.:1:H E=~t )A!~:&;Ar--'r·E.R.NO_ON :!.:w.~:tR::G'-Tff~·: P~E:S~E,~T"';"'' . .'· . · : . .' \ . :. · . ') 
't· .PORT-R . : . . . . . ~. - . : .. . . : · _., . ·,; . .. . ' . ·: :·: . . . ·: . : . .J • 

Co . • ... . .. ; . . • . • . . .i 
.. s r . , · · · ,. · · • · · -.1 · · ··• · · ~ ' · : · · · ·• · · i 
{ : . -. . . . . : ."'.: ·:-.-_. :-:,·: ~ .. · .· .. · .. :·._. .·· . : .. ·... : t-: :·:-:;_\::, :_ >· ?~ ·. ···:·. -.. · ; . 1 
1:, ... ·· •.• _. .•• ·~. .. ••..••.••.. , ... , .... , ,.. ....... , ........... "'.•·,·····,· ...... "" •.. ,. ......... ·._.~ ...... 1:l _. • • .,. ,._ .. .- t(, • • I t• • 
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lNFOllMA TION 

SliGHT 
M..aay. Febnary 12, 1968 
lZ:00 110011 

Mr. Pn•Weat: 

Herewith tbe Thaaa-Komer 1,rother 
act make• eome pro1re■■; &ltho-.11 
they'N olfflouly aot to 1et the porta 
mwlq. 

W. W. lloatow 

s.1,-1,121 

4SGllET-

WWRoatow:rla 

DECLASSfFIED 
. E.O. 12356, Sec. 3 . .o((b) 

~~ Gwdd.incs, Feb. 24. 983 
8
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VV EHA2 50 
RR RUF.:HEX 
DE RU MJIR 19121 04,3.1515 
ZNY SSSSS 
R 0431500! FEB 63 
FM AMEMSASSY SAIGON 
TO RUEHC/SECST ATE WASHDC 6492 
IN~O RUEHEX/~HITE HOUSE 
RU'EPJ S/DOD WASH9C 
RUEHLG/CIA 

RUEHIA/USIA WASHDC 4635 
RUHHHQA/CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J 9t.-lL/1 

. STATE GRNC 
·BT 

. By ~ - , NARA Date 11~o11, ·.,&-

SEC~~ T SAIGON 19121 
\ 
'STATE PASS AID 

· SUB/SITUATION REPORT PROJECT RECOVERY -- 1800 HOURS, 
12 FEBfUARY 

1. THANG' H/: FULL. . CHARGE -,,OF cooi DI NATING- GROUP 'TOD.~Y ACTING? 
· \~l,J.11: ·A'.UTHORITY AND US.UAL .DRIVE. :;, !iE HAS - REGULARIZED COORDINATING 

GROUP OPERATION. AT DAILY 1700 MEETING, MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATIVE 

P4GE 2RUMJ IR 19121 SEO R g T 
-WILL REPORT ON DAY" S ACTIVIITES AND RAISE PROBLEMS OR · 
PLA ~S REQUIRI NG COMMITTEE ACTION. MINISTERS MEET~ WITH KY 
IN CHAIR, AT 0900 EVERY MORNING. 

2 ·• - SEVERAL DE?INITE -·st'tPS '.tAKErr .:Ar _. TOD AY ,.. S MOR:N I NG MEETV~G. 
AOD!TONAL RED AR EAS .. TlIRNED. BLUE I N SAIGON • .. NOW 1700 TO 0730 
CURF'EW AND MI NI MUM RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO ALL OF DISTRICTS 
1, 2 AND 4 PLUS ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF DISTRICTS 3 AND 5. KY 
SET BACK CURFEW FROM 1400 TO 1500 IN ALL RED AREAS. DESPITE 
· ou'f'Z PROPOSAL TO HAVE UNIFORM CURFEW START ING AT 1700. STARTING 

... , - THURSDAY, 1-44 SA I GO~trnlCE ijETAlLERS WI LL BE S1Jf:>PL IED · WITH ·RICE 
~liilTM TvJ-0 RO CADRE STATIONED ft T ·,EACH RETAIL OUTLET TO CHECK 
•--r l tJ\'!' SALeS ARE CORR ECT· ·AND :PR ICES RIG HT . SIXTY-SIX HAVE 

ALRE AD Y EITHER BEGUN RICE SALES OR HAVE LAID TO SUFFICIENT 
· STOCKS TO BE ASLE TO START TOMORROW OR THURSDAY. ;I'}{t{N(f'.S.AYSJ 
HE . lll I L-L HAVE LICENSts··wtt.'r«:iRA:WN FROM DEALER S "t:1.HO-.RE FUSE- TO 
Ob8PERATE . RE MAI NDER OF RD CADRE WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO MSWR 

. To"' HELP STAFF' lDi "R EFUSE,E.· CENTERS· I N '$AI<fONJ.G:J(,\,''o 'njH. ··· :. 
~ .. ,., ., . .. . . . . 

... , . 
3. P0R1' ' 'OPERATIONS 'iiA.\fE1 --BE,£r,i ',sf owi6':TO SMAIL· ·s .PACE-: gy' CURF'tW 

A~~jQJJ!~P. RfilSTRICT·IONS. TWENTY SHI~ITTING IDLE IN PORT 

TODAY; 2 1~ HOLDING AT VUNG TAU; 15 MORE SITTING AT SUBIC BAY. 

·\ 
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- HOPING TO GI VE THANG LEVERi WE HAVE PASSED RUMOR TO GVN THAT 
NO SHIPS LEAVING US PORTS BECAUSE OF TIE-UP AND ~ESULTING / 
UNBEARABLE DEMURRAGE CHARGES. · 

4 • ~crCFF' : ~m TO :.GE:NER'r\L FORSYTHE ~ OUR MAN AT -THE .PALACE, '.' 
C0~1JMIT1'EE REALLY.:: F.UNCTION! NG MUCH BETTER. ·THREE LIAISON 
OFFICIALS 3ETWE~ N KEY MINISTRIES AND CO MM ITTEE WERE APPOINTED 

/_-~ -
( 
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r-10PI NG TO GIVE THANG 1 .EVER, WE HAVE PASSED RUMOJ:' TO GVN THAT 
NO SHIPS LE AV I NG US .,RTS BECAUSE OF TIE-UP AND .i'SULTING , 

. UNBtARABLE DE MURRAGE CHARGES. 

4. AC'": ORDING to :GENERAL .FO.RSYT}·C!:'; ·· ouR 1'<1 AN At THE PALACE, . 
CO MMIT-·TEE REALLY .FUNCT I ONING MUCH BETTER • . THREE LIAISON 
OFFICIALS BETWE EN KEY MINISTRIES AND CO MM ITTEE WERE APPOINTED 
TODAY -- COLO NAL NG IEU BROUGHT ! N BY THANG FROM I CTZ WITH 
MSWR, HUONG CNUMBSR TWO AT FINANCE MINISTRY) WITH MINISTRY OF , 
ECONOMY, AND AN UNDESISNATED INDIVIDUAL WITH MINISTRY OF 
PUBLIC WORKS. 

5. THE MI NISTER OF TRA NSPORTATiON AND ECONOMY ANNOUNCED THAT 
CLEARA NCE HAS BEEN OBT AINED TO PUT COASTER FLEET BACK INTO 
OPERATION. E~RLY SHIPMENTS SCHEDULED FORDANANG, NHA TRANG 
Ar D CA N THO CARRYING HEAVY TONNAGE RELT:EF AND CONSTRUCTIO N 
MATERIALS. 

' . . · , 

5. T~O FIELD !~SPECTION TEAMS WILL BE SENT . OUT BY COO RD I NATING 
GR "'•UP - - PROBABLY GOING . TO II AND IV - crz. ON· FRI DA Y. PUBLIC 
WOR KS, HEALTH AND REFUGEE MI NISTRIES WILL BE REPRESENTED. 
~ACCORV INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVE • 

. ~-GE 4 RUMJ IR 19121 --S- E C R E f 
-AND. 'MED ICA[" 'SUPPL'lES .HA D:.:At:READY · BEEN DISTRIBUTED FROM CE NTRAL

1 

.AND · REG ION WAREHOUSE . SO FAR SHORTAGES HAVE BEEN RESULT OF ISOLATED 
LO~ STOCK LEVELS OR PROBLE M OF DISTRIBUTION CAUSED 
BY POOR SECURITY . RATHER THAN OVER ALL SUPPPL Y SHORTAGES. 
664 METRIC TONS OF SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED THROUGH MACCORDS 
CHANNELS FROM CPSA WAREHOUSES TO FULFILL NEEDS IN SAIGON. 
110 TONS WE NT TO III CTZ. I CTZ SUPPLIED 117 TONS FROM ITS 

·REGIONAL WARE HOUSE; II CTZ SUPPLIED 230 TONS. 60 TONS OF 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES HAVE BEEN SHIPPED FROM SAIGON. PROVINCE 
WAREHOUSES HAVE ISSUED OUT AS MUCH AS 75 TONS IN SOME CASES·. 
PRE-PACKAGE STOCKS WHICH WILL BE SHIPPED WITHOUT .REQUISITION 

, ARE BEING BUILT. UP AT THE AIR AMERICA TERMINAL IN SAIGON • 

. \ 8. P?.OVJNCF:'.' "REP6RTS ACM'ost :uN'ivERSAii'( COMPLAI N. OF i R~VE[ · · 
'.'"RESTRICTIONS ON ROADS, CUR FEW S, AND. L ARGE NUMB ER OF EVACUEES 
, HAMPERING .RET URN .TO NORALCY. HOWEVER, I N DANANG, . MARKETS 

.. OPENED YESTERDAY AND CURFEW RELAXED TO 1900 TO 0 700 . - GENERALLY 
FOOD PRICES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE DID NOT SPIRAL UPWARD TO THE . 
SAME EXTEtJT AS IN SAIGON. FOR THE t•10ST PART PRICES AVERAGE . 

(: ?,0~~4'.0:'~Pf.RCENT Ji.IQ~ T HAN .BEFORE: TET . · 

9. I N MMJY AREAS RD CADR;E, CAUGHT . IN CITIES ON TET LEAVE 

.. · · . / / ~ ··· 

P~.GE 5 TUMJIR 191221 6 E C 'R 'i t:'. T _ 
( OR ·PULLED BACK HASTILY TO MA N/DEFENSES OR FOR THEIR OWN 

PROTECT ION, ARE WORKING AS REFUGEE TEAMS OR HELPING WITH 
OTHER RECONSTRUCtIO N AC~lVIiIES. AMBASSAtit R~KO½ER·; D£SIROU~ 
OF C~PITf'.-L.1?:ING or,r ENEMY' .z1REPULSE AND HEA VY LOSSES AND 
P~E:.VENT I NS .:vc · fROt1 HOLD I ~1-:1 SWAY IN HAMLETS , IS PUSHI NG TO GET 

. ·~ :TERRITORIAL s::CUR ITY ~3 BAGK" r~ PLACE AND" RD CADRE WORK ING 
• .-:It~ !'\SSIG ~:En ·HAMLETS. HE HAS DIRECTED COUNTRYSIDE ·SURVEY OF 
. ST::E NGT ~--' AND LOCATYOH ·OF' ·TE RR ! TOR ! AL SECUR ITY FORCES -- . 

,
1 

Rf/ ~Ji UNITS, RD CADRE' TEAMS ,' :POLI CK 'FORCES , Pf-W 'S, Etc : . 

• 



-WAREhOUSES HAVE ISSU ~~l) UUl H ;:i 1·i u1..,n M .., , ., .-., .. _ - · 

PRE-PACKAGE STOCKS WHICH WILL BE SHIPPED WITHOUT REQUISITION 
~- . ' AR.E BEING BUILT UP A'." 'HE AIR AME RICA TERMINAL p· SAIGON. 

·8. ?R:OV!N"Cl7' ·:RSPORTS ALMOSt (!NIVERS ALL Y COYI PLAIN OF TRAVEL . 
r· (' '.P~S!R.I.CT°IONS ON ROADS, CURFEWS, AND LARGE NUMBER Of EVAC UEES 

t\HAMPER1 NG .RETURN -TO ~.JORAL CY. HOWEVER, I N DANANG, MARKETS 
. ·~OPENED ' YESTERDAY .t\ND CURFEW RELAXED TO . 1900 T0 · 0 700; GENE.RALLY · 

FOOD PRICES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE DID NOT SPIRAL UPWARD TO THE ·· 
SAME EXTENT AS IM SAIGON • . FOR THE MOST PART PRICES AVERAGE 

f~W;~:{4:J:~E;.~C~ r~T. BI.G'H~R: .T:F.AN BEFORE T-:CT . 

9. IN MANY AREAS RD CADRE, '.' CAUGHT . IN CITIES ON TET LEAVE 

/~Fol.· 
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OR PULLED BACK HASTILY TO MAN / DEFENSES . OR FOR THEIR OWN 

• I • . 

PROTECTION, AR E WORKI NG AS REFUGEE TEAMS OR HELPING WITH 
· OTHER RECONSTRUCT ION ACTIVI,TIES. AMBASSADOR l{OMER? PESIROus· 

OF:~ ~-0-A P.ITALl_Z~ING ON ENE'.'!Y ' ::iREPUL SE ·AND HEA VY LOSSES AND · 
~REVENTTNS :.V.C _FROM HOLDii>~ SWAY I N H.!\MLETS , IS. PUSHH fG TO .GET 
lERRIT.ORIAL SEGUR IT Y-.F~ BACK I N PLACE .AND RD CADRE WORKING 

tfti~·: ASSIG N2D }U\ MLETS. HE_: F.AS ·n:IRZCTED . COUNTRYS I DE SURV.EY; OF. 
·srR.ENGTH. PLND: LOCAT,ION ·Of TERR ITORIAL SECURITY FORCES --:­

,~ .,fF/f[" Llf :I:T_S~ · R:P~~1.C.ADRE: TEAf1S ,. ~POLICE ~FORCES , PRU• S,- ETC; 
· .. , . · ! .. .. . . , . 

. 10. F}UQACE CASUALTIES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WERE SURPRISINGLY 
LIGHT. WITH 75 PERCENT OF ·. PROVINCES REPORTING 220 POLICE 
' WERE KIA, 175 WIQ, AND 17 MIA. 

I 

11. CHIEU HOI CENTERS SEEMED TO BE TARGETS OF ATTACKS. TWO 
CENTERS IN I CTZ, TWO IN IICTZ AND TWO IN IV CTZ WERE 
HEAVILY DAMAGED. COUNTS OF HOI CHANH CAPTURED BY THE ENEMY 

, .AND NEW HOI CHANH. COMING I N . ARE NOT . YET AVAILABLE, . ALTHOUGH 
·NUMBER . OF NEW ~ IN . KNOWN TO BE LOW _. . 

12. WILD FLUCTUATIONS IN EVACUEE FIGURES ' OVER PAST TWO OR 
THREE DAYS SHOW HOW TENUOUS NUMBERS ARE. BEST 'NUMBER TONIGHT 

· IS 457,0~0 CDOWN .. FRO M LAST NIGHT'S 527,000) -- 6.5,000 IN I CTZ 

PAGE 6 RUMJIR 19121 S ! CR! 'f -
66,000 IN II CTZ, 247,000 IN III CTZ (205,000 IN SAIGON/GIA DINH 

· ACCORDI NG TO MSWR), AND 79,000 IN IV CTZ. COUNT OF 
HOUSES DESTRQYED IS . BACK UP TO ABOUT 22,000. CIVILIANS DEAD 

-- roTAL APPROXIMATELY 3,600 WITH ANOTHER 19,000 -WOUNDED. GP-4 
BUNKER . 

·BT · . 

. ... . . , ~· . ' 

.. 



Mr. Preddeat: 

INFOKMATION 

"'111M•J'• .Febnaary 1z. 1,,a 
12:00 IIOOll 

Herewith •• omlaou ladlcatlGD of a peaalble North 
Konaa air attack on S.Olll 14 hbnaary; altboqla 
lt coald be menly a traialas· mluloa. 

TOP 9J£eHT Tlfflfl! attaclu:uat 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ /Rhc o3-t 8~ 

By µq.> ' , NARA, Date 5-.:lf -OS" 



'TOP SECRET 

MR. p .RESI.DENT: 

Maa r, l"ebnary 12, 1968 
11:45 a.m. 

For what lt may be worth, bere are my thelpta. 

l. A• we-, Nici today, aacl , .. made:r•tood le a loas time, the -my 
clecldecl to abaacloa hl• a&trltlauJ. ■ualelJ aad ao for ltnu. Ia -...pc term■, 
W.- ... Wae..._.. ..._ratood tlala. TactlcaHy, lt waa Qllderat.ood with 
n.,.ct to I Corpe ad the DMZ ..... ,..,.. What waa aot uaderatood aDcl _. ..... 

for ••• a.a attack oa the dliea and --■a Oil the Hale, with the cGIICllltratloa, 
and with the tlmlac tlaat It occvnd. 

2. Tbe ••my failed la 111• mubmam oltjeetift, Bid be acbleftd the•• 
N<:Olldary obJedlw•: 

-- lie •book u. S. ,-Uc -,bl•; 
-- he allook world Ofl■loa; 
-- ha •hook the 10Ye1'11D1e11tal atncta.re; 
•• be •book the U- aad PF alld lmpoMd hip caa'tl&ltlea oa t.lle ARYN; 
-- lle ·f•ce• a alplflcaat piecemeal dlYeraloa af Weaty•• allm reaern 

force• fer the I Corpe olfeulft. 

J • . He aow nldntly hope• to force a ma,t.r ••tback on 11• la I Corpe wblle 
coat11111i"II to haraaa the ddea, · plck •P plecea al the CGlllltry■l .. , alld pnftat 
Weaty from ceaceatrula, •mfld-t force la I Corpe. 

•• So fal" a• U. s. aad world opbloa are coaceraed. tJ:aen la Ollly oae 
aadafactery aaawer: a clear dafeat el the •-my la I Corpe, while 1:allylaa the 
Soatb VietaameH to,., '-ck oa tlaeir 1 .. t elNwhen. MonOftr, I Corpe 1• -­
or ahoalcl be ... OGr klad of battle. It lau -rrilla elemeata, bllt la mach more 
IIINZ'ly c•fflltloul war. It ■hould be oar 1dllcl of war lf We.., l• aot •b'apped 
for .mea. aircraft., alld ...,U.■• 

5. Oaly nc:h a demoaetratl.OD la llk81y te permit u to elld the war oa 
Jumorabl• term■• 

6. 'l'Mnlore, I arn l• a .er, a&naa r••pc,aM t• Weaty•• cable. Oaly yoa 
c:aa make tba pelltlcal ••••••meat of what lt woa1d coat to call gp Iha reaerve•• 
bwt tbat weald be ti. moet lmpreadft demouuatioa to Hanoi aad lta friead-. 

1. A• for the la•• Clark Clifford ralNCI -· how do yw axplala thl• la 
term• Gf paat •tatemeata ef proSft•• -- I beU.Ye the o,,atHM for a talk 
I pYe ,- yeaterclay baadl•• it with one eacepdell. 

We bepa by •xpl•llllac the ldad of rval war lt ••• aiace 1965 aad the 

DECLASSIT<IED 
Anthori ~ /tJ -;?5-7/· 11.Js c.., .f'-1',/"?fo . 

IJ jJ:. /1f • N~ Datt ~ -/,4 ~ 4 
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s-oar••• we were maklaa. Evtcleatly. Haaoi melded that thi• atuttioaal war 
wa• aot moria1 lt• way: dley were lollla1 pop.lad•; a lepUmate coaatl.tatloaal 
1ow1'1U1Htat waa beiDa create4. Thay thought their poaltloa would be worae a 
year trem aow tllaa at pr•••DL 

Tbenfon, Qaey deai,-4 tW■ 1e-tor ... breke oU ... lve. We knew about lt; 
but they achieved tactt.eal au.rprl•• la the cltl••• 

They failed at the ll'Gldler (lAc Hinh aad Dalt To). 

TMy blt Uw pY9nmea1: ud AllVN ud VRII popalalloa hard; 
INtt-, fallecl. 

Now they are l'OUJ■cllq oa I Col'pa; aad we're not ao&al to lat them ba'N lt. 

We are Maclla& men to aaau.-e we-,. the reaervea he Med.a: we are ealllq 
•P resene■ to make ■ure ao one pta the idea tut we can't laandle Gld otller 
world commltrneata. 

w. w. lloatow 

TOPBCUT 



TOPSEGaET 

Mr. Prealdellt: 

~y. .Felmaary 12, 1961 
11:30 a. m. 

Her•witll Baa Wheeler•• ftpplemellt aad cem­
meatary to We-,•• cable olthia IDOrlliac-

Para. 5 le iater•atiaa- We'll &•t tM fall text 
aooaeat. 

. '.'l:0P SEC:IJ:T-NOIIS attacllmeat (CM-3003-68 12 Feb 68) 

DEClASSlFIED 
r.o 12356. &c. 3.4(6) 

~1ut.e H<Qk' G . . , Feb. 2{ 1983 

f:.r ~ , NARA, D ::itc g-l0-9 Z. 



JOR SECREl 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3003-68 
12 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Reinforcements for South Vietnam 

1. General -Westmoreland's message (MAC 01975) which I 
furnished to you earlier today is not in response to a message I 
sent to him last night, copy of which is attached hereto. General 
Westmoreland is drafting now a response to my message. 

2. General Westmoreland repeated over the telephone to me 
at 0815 hours the gist of his earlier mes sage; namely, he believes 
the VC struck out in Phases 1 and 2 of their offensive. He con­
siders he has opportunities available to exploit the enemy's 
failures. He needs soonest one brigade of the 82d Airborne 
Division and a Marine Corps Regiment. He considers that he can 
hold off on a decision to request the remainder of the 82d 
Airborne Division and the other three battalions of Marines until 
later. He can absorb logistically the troops that he asks for now. 
It is conceivable that the troops he asks for will be needed only 
for six months; he will not bind himself that he will not need more 
troops at a later time. He pointed out that the forces he is 
requesting are within the 525,000 ceiling to which he agreed. 
Parenthetically, he commented that he doesn't know how sacrosanct 
that figure is. In response to the questions posed in my message to 
him, attached hereto, he made the following comments: 

a. He does not anticipate "defeat," but he desperately needs 
the troop elements requested in order to capitalize on opportuni­
ties available to him. The enemy has been repulsed in II, III 

.... 

and IV Corps areas, but I Corps must be reinforced. If requested 
troops are not made available, he would have to undertake an 
unacceptably risky course of drawing additional forces 

NODIS 
T_-9. _o a: ~ SECREl 

DFO AfdlFIED 

Aathoriryf'.!/4& 1t0-112-U .. 
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-TOP SECR~T 
from elsewhere in South Vietnam. 

b; On balance the ARVN has done · a good job. He does not 
know the status of Regional Force and Popular Force troop 
elements. He believes it will be 1 April before the status of 
ARVN is known. 

c. He can support logistically the forces he has requested; 
however, it is mandatory that he open and keep open Highways 
1 and 9 and' this will cost troops. 

d. Additional forces will give him increased capability 
to regain the initiative and go on the offensive at an appropriate 
time. 

3. As to paragraph 2 of my cable regarding strategy. General 
Westmoreland says they are good questions which he will respond 
to more fully in a message now being drafted. His brief responses 
to the thoughts expressed in paragraph 2 of my message are as 
follows: 

a. His Priority One objective is to clear the cities. 

b. He agrees with the expressed Priority Two of giving away 
no territory of value but he points out that sometimes he must 
fight in unfavorable terrain and weather in order not to give up 
important ground. 

c. As to holding Khe Sanh, he has prepared on a close hold 
basis contingency plans to execute a tactical withdrawal if this 
becomes desirable and necessary. However, he believes 
strongly that retention of Khe Sanh will afford him in future 
opportunities to exploit the enemy's commitment of troops in 
and around Khe Sanh and deal him a severe and perhaps a knock 
out blow. 

d. As to the Delta, he does have contingency plans to move 
forces from there as required. He points out that tre battalions 
committed (US) in the Delta have stiffened the ARVN and have 
helped them to repulse the enemy with heavy .losses. His · , ' 

Riverine Force is now being used in the vicinity of Can Tho with 
' . . ~ 

good effect. · 

2 
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4. He reports that the damaged C-130 at Khe Sanh Airfield is 
undergoing repair and he hopes to get it out today. He intends 
to use C-123s and Caribou aircraft from now on to resupply Khe 
Sanh in order to conserve his C-130 as sets. He is disseminating 
gravel in large quantities in and around Khe Sanh in those areas 
which he does not anticipate his forces will have to enter; there 
is evidence that the gravel is giving the enemy trouble. He is 
employing his B-52s with effect in bombing enemy forces and 
installations in the Khe Sanh area. 

5. A senior VG political cadre was captured yesterday at 
Danang. This man had on him a long document, now being 
translated, which apparently represents the results of a high 
level conference of VG officials. The first quick examination of 
the document indicates that its contents reflect the view that the 
VC made a mistake in launching their Tet offensive at the time and 
in the manner they did. Specifically, the country was not ready 
for a mass uprising and US/ARVN military strength was seriously 
underestimated by VC/NVA forces. 

6. While the decisions and requests made in his message of 
today.are his, he has consulted closely with Ambassador Bunker, 
General Abrams and Mr. Komer who all agree as to the validity 
of his assessments and request for additional troop strength. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

3 
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CADLE EY~S ONLY - IMMEDIATE • 

FM iEN EARLE G, WHEELER, CJCS 

TO 

INFO: 

GEN w; t, WESTMORE~AND, c~~USMACV 

ADM U,S,G, SHARP, CINCPAC 

DELIVER SOONEST DURING WAKING HOURS 

REF: ·. MAC· 01858 

1, A't a meeting at the White Hous·e "this afternoon .attended . 

by Secy Rusk, Secy·McNamara, Mr, Hel~i, General Max Taylor, Mr. 

Clark Clifford, W~l t Rost ow and my_self there was ~ mu_ch 
' . 

discuasi6n -~f the ref~renced message. The critical· question .. 
addressed centered a~ound pa~agraph ~.of ,the · referenc~ which 

leads off. that. you would welcome reinforcements at any time they 

.. can be made available and stated the purpose~ to which you would 

· put "these forces. Specifically, your message is interpreted 

here as expressing tbe follo~ing: r 

a. You could use a~d~tional U.S. 

are not expressing a firm'demand for·them; 
. . 

defeat if you are not reinforced~; 
I 

, 

troop units, but you 
. I 

Jtl. jl)/;1, 
~X you do not ·fear 

· b. You are - concerned as to the possible status of 

· the ARVN as a result of recent combat actions. 

c. ·. You are concerned about the reliab·ility of your 
. 

logistic system into northern I Corps Tactical Zone and believe 

that you must control and use Highway l through the Ai Van Pass • 

. d. Additional forces wouid _give you in~rease~ capability· 

to 3:egain the;' i~i.tiat}ve and go ·on ·the offensive at an appropriate 
'• .. 

:, I • , 

time .• . •,' 
·-

'\ 



2. ii~_;] (onsiclerable discussion of the situation 
. . 

centered about the change in enemy strategy_, its effect, ·and why. 

the change _ was insti_tuted. _The q"llestion arose as to whether or 

not we too should not change our strategy. 

': coriferee ~tated ·that priority~- s~p~ld be to ~lear the 6ities; 

·priority 2, give away no . territory of value but avoid combat with 

the ·enemy in terrain and weather favoring him, You will .perceive~he 
• I 

• · thought in priority 2 that ' perhaps : we ar~ making a mistake by 

. . 
' 

attempting tp hold the Khe San.h area ~nd _·perhaps should concentrate 

~ur defenses further to the -east. A further thought dited by the 

same conferee concerned the . desirability of usi~g U.S. troops 

now in the Delta as you~ re~erve, 
0

leavi~g ~V Co~ps operations to 

the
0

ARVN. 

3 • I will telephone you at the usual time tomorrow. · I ,. 
would particularly appreciate 

ye.5ar,Ut)$ 
havi~g your views at that time=-

:t?-.o the co·ntent of paragraph 1 
/\ 

of this mess~ge. Moreover, I would 

appreciate having jour vi~ws by return mess~ge o~ all of the 

questions raised in this mess~ge . 

4. FYI: I am consideri~g a trip to visit with you · some~ime 

in the next few days in ~order · to obtain at firsthand your thoughts . 

as to the situation and corrective measures needed. If the trip 

comes off, I will quite probabiy s~op in Hawaii en route to South 

Vietnam for about a half day to talk ~hings ~~er with you, Oley. 

• • •• 1•• I . . . 
SECRET 

2 

• 



. '• . ... . 

. . . . . 

. . ~: .·:FM GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACV SAIGON 
• 

TO AD~ S~ARP CINCPAC HAWAII 
-t'.~ . . . '• 

.. - Gl!.'N WHE}:LER CJCS t~ASH ... . ... 

-... J-•· 2EM 

. . . . . . 

'SUBJEC'f: ASSESS:1ENT OF 'srrUA'l'IO~! AND REQUlREM
0

ENTS .. . . . . 

1. SINCE LAST OC?OBERt THE ENEMY HAS LAUNCHED A MAJOR 
' . ... ' . . . . . . 

~ CA;.Z"AIGN Sl'GNAl-Il~G A C':tANGE OF S'J.'l1ATEGY l~ROM ONE 0} .. PRO'£RACTZD 
'\(;. . . , , . . ' ... •' .. .. . . 

•. . WAR T0°0NE OF QUICK MILITARY/POLITICAL VICTOR~ DURING. T~~ . ... . 

. . ' .. .. . . . . . 
·· ·· ·. T·-:E OCCASION OF TET AND DESIGNED TO INI'l"IATE PUBLIC UPRISING, · .TO . 

. . . • ...... , .. .. .. . ... . . ·· ••·• , · •... •-.9'•1 •, · . . . 

. · . . ~) DISRUPT 1\!E MACHINERY OF GOVERNMENT AND COMMAND AND CON'tROl.. 
,l: I • o • •, • • o ' • • •• • •· • 

• , • 
... , . .- . . 

• 

.... ·· OF T ·rE VIETNAMESE FORCES~ AND TO ISOLATE THE _CITIES, HAS -.ALSO .-. .'-.: ~ .. ·. - -- -~ · 
~ .. ; • • • I ~ • • • • • • ,. . I •• ' • • . • •, • .. ~: • • • • : •• - t • • ·• • •• • : • 

: . FAILED. NEVERTHELESS, THE ENEMY'S ri'HIRD PHASE, \oJHIC~ IS . '· · :·_ ; · ·· . , . 
. · . . . ,•· ' ·:•. ; . ' . . : . .. · .. ... _· ·, . 

--.; _-- .p. DESIGN£D TO SEIZE QUANG TRI AND THUA T:-UEN PROVINCES \.{AS .. .. . .. 
:·.. . . . _. . . 

. .. JUST BEGUN. THIS WlLL BE A MAXI11UN EFFORT B'f T:-lE ENEt1'l, 
·· . . o. 

• t • • CAPITALIZING on !-!IS SHORT LINES OF : COM~UNICATlON, THE POOR . .. .. 

. ' . . , . . . . ... . . . 
. . . :US ABILITY TO BRING /\RTil.LERY AND .ROCKET FIRE TO BEAR ON INSTALLATIONS. 
{I . . . . . -;; I • . - · •• • • • 

·. FR011 POSITI°ONS IN ·T:-n: DMZ AND NORT~, AND }'ROM LAOS TO T:-!E WEST • 
. . . . . . " . . . . . . . 

·.• 
.· . 

· : ·_ ·. -IT rs CLEt~R T .. i-AT T'·'E ENit1Y :1As DECIDED HE CAN NOT. "STRil<E our·1 ·IN . . · . . 
·( .· . . . - . . .· . . . . . . . . . . . . .· . . -.· . 
. · .. T:~IS ?:--:ASE AS A !✓.A'fTER OF FA9E. \•:~ _~At~·-~~:l~REFORE EXPEC'r :~I~ --~o _ .. · · 

.. . . . .. 

, · .'' . . . . · .. ; 



L!f'/ '.:D DISTRIBUTION 
. . -

. ' TO '-'.IM. IN ADDITION, WE MUST EXPECT HIM TO TRY TO REGf.lN T;.'E 

INITIATIVE IN ALL OTHER AREAS • 
. " 

2. IF TPE ENEMY HAS CHANGED !-!IS STRATEGY, WE MUST 

t: C·:ANGE OURS. ON 1'~:E ASSUMPTION THAT IT IS OUR NATIONAL POLICY 

TO PROHIBIT T~E ENEMY FROM SEIZINt AND PERMANENTL¥ OCCUPYING e 
T~E TWO NORTHERN PROVINCES, I INTENb IO HOLD THEM AT ALL COST. ~OWEVER, 

I> •., . TO DO SO I MUST REINFORCE FROM OTHER AREAS AND ACCEPT A MAJOR 

. rt"> -~· 
RISK, UNLESS I "CAN GET 'REINFORCEMENTS, WHICH I DESPERATELY NEED • 

3. TO BRING 'fHE MAXIMUM MILITARY POWER TO BEAR ON T~tE 
. 

,C . ENEMY IN QUANG TRI AND THUA THIEN AND ·ro PREVENT THE GRADUAL 

. ; · EROSION OF THESE TWO PROVINCES, I MUST OPEN -UP HIGHWAY 1· FROM 
.\.-. . . 

DANANG AND HI~HWAY 9 TO KHE SANH. Tl-TESE Ti•lO ·rASKS ARE NOT 
.. .. . . . . . . . . .. 

.. .r., .. UNREASONABL:E, ~R?V~DED THAT I CAN DIVERT THE TROOPS TO PROVIDE 
' 

, · sECURITY AND COMMIT THE ENGINEERS TO T~E TASK. I THEREFORE 
.,.__, . . . I . ' • 

MUST MAKE A DOvlN .PAYMENT IN TROOPS IN ORDER TO , PROVIDE· T~-{E 
I 

•O. LOGISTICS TO SUPPORT IN FULLY ADEQUATE FAsHioN TROOPS NOW DEPLOYED 

: .. AND RE1NFORCEME1'l'TS THAT WILL BE REQUIRED. FIRST, IT WILL REQUIRE 
. ' .. 0 . ' . . . 

: . A 11/\RlNE IREGIXENT OR AN ARMY BRIGADE TO SECURE TEE AI VAN 

0 PASS FROM QUANG TRI TO HUE/PHU BAI. ANOTHER REGIMENT OR 

BRIGADE WILL BE REQUIRED BETWEEN HUE AND QUANG TRI. FINALLY, 
C) 

. · A THIRD REGIMENT OR BRIGADE \iJILL BE REQUIRED TO SECURE HIGtfWAY 

C . 9 TO TEE· KHE SANH AREA. I CANNOT. AFFORD TO DIVERT TROOPS NOW 

C 

I• • .... • j 

.I ' 

DEPLOYED IN T~AT AREA FOR THE PURPOSE AND AM THEREFORE FORCED 

TO DEPLOY THE 101ST ABN DIV FROM THE III CORPS; THIS I$ NOW 

IN T?E PROCESS AND WILL BE DONE AS FAST AS TRANSPORTATION CAN 
' . 

BE MAD:C:: AVAILABLE. EVEN T!"!-E COMMI'i'i"1EN1' 01'1 THE 101ST WILL 

tt-tt-ft-t,---.i,~~~LlM_ITED · DIS1RlBUTION 
. l ... , , . , .., 



, l 1 

' . 

.. .. ·• .. , ' -.. 

·•, UM\TED PlST~\BUT\ON 

I 

C PUT ME Il~ NO BETTER THAN A MARGINAL POSTURE TO COPE ~lIT 1-{ T'·lE 

SITUATION AT 4AND. 

1
4. THIS HAS . BEEN .A LIMITED WAR WITH LIMITED OBJECTIVES, 

C . FOUG '·'.T WIT:{ LIMITED MEANS AND PROGRAMMED FOR rm UTILIZATION 

OF LIMITED ~ESOURCES. THIS WAS A FEASIRLE PROPOSITION bN T~E ,..... 
~- .. 

ASSUM?TION T'-lAT T?E _ENEMY WAS TO FIGHT A P:f{OTR/iCTED \•JAR. vlE ARE 

C NOW IN · A NEW BALL GAME · WHERE vlE FACE A DETER.MINED, :-!IGEL Y 

( -, . . . .• 
DISCIPLINED ENEMY, :rULLY MOBILIZED TO ACHIEVE A QUICK VICTORY. · 

'·'.E IS IN T'~E PROCESS OF T:!ROvlING IN ALL HIS "MILITARY C~IPS TO 
.. 

'•. : .. 
. . . . . 

C GO FOR BROKE., '-!E REALIZES AND I REALIZE THAT t.{IS. GREATisT 
- . , . 

OPPORTUNITX TO DO TllIS rs IN QUANG TRI-THUA T'!-UEN. WE CANN0°f 
· C 

PERMIT TtUS. ON r·~E OT!-IER HAND, vJE MUST SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY 

0 TO GRUS1 HI~. AT T~E SAME TIME, WE CANNOT PERMIT HIM TO 

MAKE GAINS IN T]E OTHER CORPS ,AREAS, AND I · AM OBLIGATED TO. 

MAINTAIN THE MINIMUM .ESSENTIAL TR06Ps IN t~ESE AREAS 

·o TO INSURE STABILIT~ OF THE SITUATION AND.TO REGAIN THE INITIATIVE. 
' ' . 

EQUAL IN PRIORITY TO . T:-IE ENEMY IS THE SAIGON AREA AND 
c · . 

. A '·!IG'.{ RISK IN T:US AREA . IS UNACCEPTABLE. I NOW HAVE APPROXIMATELY 

CJ 500~000 US TROOPS AND 60,981 FREE WORLD MILITARY ASSISTANCE 

C 

. . ... , ... . 

TROOPS. FURT~ER CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE THAIS AND KOREANS ARE 

MONT::S AWAY. I 1 ◄AVE BEEN PROMISED 525,000 TROOPS, W'-~IC:! 

( ACCORDING TO PRESENT PROGR'AMS WILL NOT MATERIALIZE UNTIL 

C 
1969. I NEED T~ESE. 525,0Z0 TROOPS NOW. IT SijOULD BE NOTED T~AT 

r:,rs CEILING ASSUMED T~~E SUBSTANTIAL REPLACEMENT OF MILITARY 

C BY CIV lLIANS, W?IC;t NOvJ APPEARS IMPRACTICAL. I NEED REINFORCEMENTS • 
. . 

IN TERMS .OF COMBAT ELEMENTS. I THEREFORE URtE THAT THERE BE . 
( ' . ~-

( 

' i:-r:~ 
_;_..#,.~~~~ ll . LIMITED DISTRIBUTION 



• I 

1 -

, ' 

DEPLOY~D IMMEDIATELY A MARINE REGIMENT PACKAGE AND A BRIGADE 

PAt:l<AGE OF TqE 82D ABN DIV AND THAT THE REMAINING ELEMEN'i'S 
-· ,If.I • • 

( ._ OF r -- ·osE TWO DIVISIONS BE PREPARED TO- FOLLOW AT A LATER 'i'IME. 

r:- . TIME IS OF T'-'E ESSENCE. 
11t.:.,•· 

5. I MUST STRESS EG!UALL Y T ·IAT W; FACE A SITUA'IION OF GREAT 

.-,· .. . C.-~ OPPORTUNITY AS WELL AS '-IEIGHTENED RISK. ~O\•JEVER, TIME IS OF 

( T ~~ ESSE~CE HERE, TOO • . I DO NOT SEE HOW T~E ENEMY CAN LONG 

· . · SUSTAIN T'{E liEAVY LOSSES WHICH HIS NEW STRATEGY IS ENABLIHG 

· ·C US TO INF4ICT ON_: HIM. THEREFOREt J\DEQUATE REINFORCEMENTS 

S~OULD PERMIT ME NOT ONLY TO CONTAIN HIS I CORPS OFFENSIVE 
( "
-. . .•.•:· · 

. . .. . -
BU'r ALSO TO CAPITALIZE ON HIS LOSSES . BY SEiz,~:NG THE INITIATIV_E . .r 

0 . .. IN OTHER AREAS. EXPLOITING THIS OPPORTUNITY 
• ..,.!, :.,. 

COULD'MATERIALLY SHORTEN "THE WAR~ 
- .C: 

C 

.. C' 

C 

. c · 

( _ 

1· ' · 
i. 

6. IF CINCPAC CONCURS, _REQUEST THAT THE SECRETARY 
.,_. .. -~ . 

. • 

OF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER IN CHIEY BE INFORMED OF MY POSITION. 
. . 

7. I ~AVE DISCUSSED T~IS MESSAGE IN DETAIL WIT~ AMB . . . . . 

.. 
. ' 

• • • . . • l, • ,' 

·. • • , 
• \'f .•,.i, . 

... 1 • . • : •.• • · : .. • ,• •·.•· 

' •;" . . . ' . ·. 

. ' . -· .. , 

. ·, .. · • . ' ' . ·. < . . 

' ., 

. .. ' 

1 • • • 

,, ·. : , ,, 
'· . ·- ' , . '' 
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Mr. Predcleat: 

~-•ay, J"elmlary 12. 1968 
11:15 a. m. 

Aa•mllla· •• 1 ... that we haft to write 
oa. vlrtally, tlle 513 ....... 1., dalB&pd 
all'craft. theN loa••• •••m aomewhat more 
Hriou tllaa we flrat •honpt_. 

T1le proputl- of ,...pou captared te 
••tlmated •-my killed la actioa 1• aader 4/ l, 
aad, daerefore, reu011abl• oa paat experlellea. 

W. W. Jloetow 

---E:ONPlf>liN~IAL ettaehmeat (NMCC 2/ 12/68 0600 EST Caeualtle■• 
Weapo1111 Seised, and Aircraft Lo■••• in SV'Naa) 



THE NATIONAL. MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINQTON, D,C. 10)01 

12 Februa1·y 1~68 
0600 EST 

'nit JOINT $TAl"I' 

MEMORANDUM POR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAPF 

Subject: Casualties, Weapons Seized and Aircraft 
I~osses in South Vietnam 

This memorandum is the latest significant information 
on casualties, weapons seized, and aircraft losses in South 
Vietnam during the enemy Tet offensive. 

2 Atchs : 
l. Casualties & 

Weapons Seized 
Z, Aircraft Losses 

i;!ISTRIBUTION 
: WHITE HOOSE SITRM 
. ·SEC STATE 
. SECDEF · 

DEPSECDEF 
OSD/ ISA 
_OSD/PA 
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VDJS 
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·svN AIRCRAFT LOSS/DAMAGE FROM 290300 EST JAN TO 110300 EST FEB 

; 

The following report reflects a refinement in the loss/ 
damage figures resulting from detailed reports iubmitted by the 
subo1·dtnate commands within MACV. 

SERVICB 

USAP 

•;• 

. . 
US ARM)' 

US NAVY 

TYPE DESTROYED 

c-130 · 
F-lOO 
C-123 
C-7A 
A-37 
0-1 
AC-47 
F-4 
0-2 
U-1O 
C·47 
HH-43 
EC-47 
C-54 
RF-101 

. A-1 
RF-4 

SUB-TOTAL 

UH-lB 
UH-lC 
UH-lD 
UH•lH 
AH·lG 
CH-47 
CH-54 
OH-6A 
OH-13 
OH-23 
0-1 
OV-l 
U·l 
U-6 
u-21 

SUB-TOTAL 

UH• 34. 
SUB-TOTAL 

. .. - ·-- ----... - -- ----­
·· · 

0 
2 
0 
0 
2,. 
7 
0 
3 
s 
o . 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

20 

4 
13 

7 
23 

0 
2 
0 
2 
2 
l 
7 
0 
0 
l 
0 

oZ' 

l 
l 

. 
DAMAGED TOTAL 

I 

1S 15 
39 . 41 ~ 

19 19 
7 7 

12 14 ·, 
36 43 · 

5 5 
29 .. 32 
14 19 

7 7 
4 4 
s s 
9 9 
l 1 
2 2 
0 1 
1 l 

To5" m 
63 67 

211 224 
92 99 

144 i67 
18 18 
28 30 

2 2 
14 16 . 
26 28 

8 g 
55 62 
13 13 

1 1 
0 l 
6 6 m m-

17 · 18 
17 18 

' . t 
PAGE l Or 2 PAG~S 
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SERVICE 

USMC 

TYPE DESTROYED -
C-130 l 
C-117 0 
A-4 1 
F-8 · O 
.F-4. 6 
RF·4J3 0 
A-6 1 
O·lC 0 
CH·53 0 
CH-46 2 
UH-lU 0 
UH-'34 1 

SUB-T01'AL 7:"t 

TOTAL 9S 

. ~603 of this 
damag~ 

total were 

At tack/fighter 16•· 

Other fixed 1-,g 22 • 

Helicopte-rs S7 -~· 
TOTAL. 95 

DAMAGED TOTAL 

l 2 
2 ·z 
5 6 
5 5 

28 34 
2 2 . 
s 6 
2 2 

· 13 13 
60 · 62 
51 51 
39 40 m 'TIT 

l, 116~ 1,211 

classified as minor/limi~ed 

123 ·139 

189 . .. 211 

804 861 
' 

1#116 1,211 ' 

.. 
i 

., 

PAGE Z OF 2 PAGBS 
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. 

SQ,>l FI DENT1Ab 
Casualties by Corps for the period 290S00 EST jahuary 

to 112300 TIST February 

us 
KIA/WI A/MIA 

S0S/Z,554/0 

114/550/2 

310/1,630/1 

83/410/7 

1ST CORPS 

ARVN 
KIALWIA/MIA 

63Z/l,980/0 

2D CORPS 

360/1.123/4-

3D CORPS 

668/3,095/53 

4TH CORPS 

445/1,650/77 

Fl'.' 
KIAlWIALMIA 

Z4/ll3/0 

20/47/0 

16/92/0 

2/0/0 

ENEMY 
KIA/DET 

10 ,:3Z4f.2 fZ4~ 
. ' 

~ 
S • 4 4 9 I l • 6 8 4 .· 

. i 
10 ,908/i ,.16f 

( 

l,0lZ/5,144/10 

TOTALS 

z.1os11.s48/134 6Z/zsz;o . 31,816/S,828 .. . : 
Civilian c:a.sual t.ies th,·oughout SVN are estima·ted to be · about 2,700 
killed with · 12 ~ 500 wounded. SOURCE:· Saigon Embassy m~ssage 

. #19004 dated ll1SZ2Z, 

Weapons seized by Corps for the period 290500 Esr January 
to 112300 EST February: 

1ST CORPS . 2D CORPS 3D CORPS ~TH CQRPS 

Individual . weapons 2,013 . 1,647 . 2,463 l,397 _· 
I 

! 
Crew-served weapons 4~5 170 384 230 ' 

i, 6'.Z 7t Totals: z,sos 1,817 z.s47 
!I 

Grand total: 8,799 

Ctrn!'IDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED . 
E.O 12356. Sec. 3.3 

DA Memo. Jan. 5. j981 l 
By+ · NARA. O~te ~ ----12 ~? 

... 



INFOltMA TION 

.Meaday, Fellnary ll. 1968 
11:00 a. m. 

Mr. Pnal41eat: 

A.. l aicler■taad lt, tile Cablut 
acW deflaltlftlJ oa Vletvn,eH 
moblllaatloa. 

TIie 18 utl 19 r•ar ol4• are 
••care la tbl• •-....-. 1111 flad 

••• 

W. W. l\oatow 

Sala• 19104 

WWRoetow:rla 
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PAGE 01 SAIGON 19104 121217Z •: 

,10 _ . ' ,.. 

. ' 
' 

tCTION EA 15 

. ,r i!FO C I;E 00 ,DODE 00 ,N SAE .00 ,NSCE . 00, SSO 00, US IE 00 ,CCO 00 ,G PM 03, 
1i 

'- ,~ NSC 10,sc 01,SP 02,ss 20,RSC 01,SAH 03,SAL , 01_,IO 13_,AID 28, 

-(_·_l -

•i 

' · 

.RSR 01,L 03,H 02,P 04,INR 07,/114 W - . .-· -. . . 
. ;;1 ---------------------I • . . " 

' 
. 0 R 12 1105Z FEB 6 8 ZFF - l · · . 
Fl'I AMEMBASSY SAIGON -
TO SECST.4TE WASHDC H1MEDIATE 6466 · 

· lNFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 5850 ·~. 
CINCPAC . . .. , 
AMCONSUL DANANG 1740 
,tMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 35_35 · ·· .•. 
:t-. . ' ' 

. UNCLAS SAIGON · I 9104 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

.jU~JECT: EMERGENCY. MOBILIZATIOK _ 

' · ' .. · , 

• t ', 

·tHE FOLLOWING COMMUNIQUE FROM THE MINISTRY OF, NATIONAL DEFENSE . 

:1;;~;:;;::;;;U;;i:;~i::;;~ .~;~;;;;,:;;:~~;;;~;C;;;:;i:;;;:~:nON): 

SAGE 2 RUMJ.IR 19104 uNcLAs . 
~JRMED FORCES MUST BE RAPIDLY REINFORCED AND: STRENGTHENED 
r~uMERICALL Y WIT HIN A VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME. TO 'ANSWER THE ··· 
:§EEDS OF THE WAR SITUATION, THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
'ADE THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS: . : .. · :. 

' ;, 
1J ~ 
l , , <41:. 

UNCLASSIFIED • / ; 

,. r .. ;·-~ ~ 
; • i .. 
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th ·1 
·~ 'l i 

ii _:1! UNCLttSSIFIED 
1:L: 

$ ! 

%t PAGE 02 SAIGON 19104 121217Z 
~f :1, 
; . 1) TO CALL TO THE COLORS ALL VETERANS BELONGING TO VARIOUS ARMY 
l SRANCHES AND SERVICES,. FROM 33 YEARS OLD DOWNWARD, THAT IS, 
t ijORN DURING AND AFTER 1935, ATD HAVING SERVED IN THE ARMY . 
::·· .. FOR LESS THAN FIVE YEARS, REGARDLESS OF THE YEAR OF THEIR · .. 
:.1; ijn,10BILIZATION. THEY MUST REPORT FOR RE~ENLISTMENT BETWEEN 
j ' tEBRUARY 15 AND MARCH 15, 1968. THOSE WHO REPORT BEFORE . 
~ iEBRUARY 29 WILL HAVE A CHOICE OF THE UNIT AND PLACE· OF SERVICE 
~r WHERE THE NUMBER OF TROOPS MUST . BE INCREASED AND MAY REJOIN 
0 THEIR FORMER ARMY BRANCHES AND SERVICES. 
,,~ . ( . ---:: I 
t' ~) TO CALL ON VETERANS ~BOVE 33 'YEARS OF AGE ro· EARNESTLY AND . · 
li VOLUNTARILY REJOIN THE ARMY. IF THEY VOLUNTEER TO RE-ENLIST, 
f · THEY CAN CHOOSE TO BE ASSIGNED TO THEIR FORM~R UNITS AND OR~ANS. 

3) TO ALLOW THE VETERANS WHO ARE ORDERED TO REJOIN THE · ARMY TO 
, ' ~EPORT TO S,ECTORS, SERVICE GARRISONS, REGIMENT CGr1MAND 

1 
PAGE 3 RU,'1JIR .19104 UNCLAS 
.HEADQUARTERS, OR PARENT UNITS FROM THE REGIMENTAL LEVEL UPWARD, 
WITHIN THIS DEADLINE AND TO CARRY WITH THEM THEIR INDIVIDUAL . 
MILITARY BOOK OR DEMOBILIZATION CERTIFICATE •. VETERANS WHO ARE 
NOW WORKING IN THE ARMY UNITS AND ORGANS AS CiVILIAN EMPLOYEES 

~ jAN REPORT FOR RE-ENLISTMENT TO THEIR PRESENT OFFICES. 

1~ ~~) AFTER THE AFOREMENTIONEO . 
~~~ DEADLINE, ALL VETERANS 33 AND UNDER . · 
:/J j Ho FAIL TO REPORT" FOR RE-ENLISTMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED 
r~/ iNSUBORDINATE AND WILL BE SEVERELY .PUNISHED ACCORDING TO LAW. 
( ~ . . 

·~;t rTH THE RELEASE OF THIS COMMUNIQUE, THE DEFENSi MINISTRY"S 
( t f OMMUNIQUE OF .DECEMBER 15, 1967, IS CANCELLED-. UNQUOTE 
)_, ; . - . 

; ~ ... 
•·~ °COMMENT: THIS COMMUNIQUE GIVES EFFECT TO THE l~OBILIZATION 
':,>;~EA SURES ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT THIEU . IN HIS FEBRUARY 9 MESSAGE 
~ l o THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. THE DEFENSE MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE OF 
\ :DECEMBER · 15, REFERRED· TO ABOVE, DEALT WITH THE P0STPONEi.-1ENt ' OF . 
·~ ·~EMOBILIZATION OF SERVICEMEN; IT rs NOW . SUPERSEDED BY . THE . 
( ~RESENT COMMUNIQUE. · . 
\ }1~: U_NKER · . . 

>, ~ " 
f - ~ i ) . .. UNCLASSIFIED 
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Moaday. F•~ 12. 19'8. 10:-tS A. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOB. was. JOHNSON 

SUB.JECT: VlaU ol Aaatdaa Claaacello:r Klaa• 

Chancellor Joael K1Mu ol Aaatria will arrl•• at tile Wldte HM.a• 
on W eclua4ay. April 10. at 11:30 A. M. The Pn■tcleat l• tlda....i.tl to 
talk te lallll ltetweea noon aacl 1:01 P. M. ia Id• of.flee. A Wack tie 
di-I' l• adwclued m 1:08 P. M.. 

Tu YI.alt .... •n-ced •• J-ry 12 &Ad tluire ...... 1Ntea no 
...,.........,_. •lac• tlMD whlda woa1d alter tile acll--1e. 

TIie CllaaceU.r will lte ~ce-peale4 a., Mr•. KJau uul •• .Autrlaa 
J"ereip Mbdater. Followla1 bl• Waaldapa rieit Dr. Klau will Ylelt 
..,..•ral •Iller cl.du la tile Ualted Statea. 

Waltl\oatow 

BKS:amc 



Mr. Prealcleat: 

--·- __ _......, ____ ..,.. 

M•-Y, FeblMIU'f lZ, 1968 
10:JO a. ... 

Herewith t.eday'• Kbe Saab npply aitaatioa 
•• cempand to ,-narday. 

We •hall file each uy la tbla ferm. 

w. w. Ito.tow 

SCBET attacllmeat (NMCC &apply Status at Khe Sanb as of 112300 EST 12 Feb) 



THE NAT&ONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON, D,G, &OSOi 

12 February 1968 
0930 EST 

-
THE JOINT 8TA"I' 

~iEMORANDUM FOR WHITD HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

& 'i l. . 

' Subject: Supply Status at Kh~ Sanh as qf 112300 EST 
(l Zl.200 SVN) 

. 1. · The Khe Sanh D\Lmp or Ammunition. Supply Poittt (ASP) 
status as of the above time is as follo~s: · 

·Class I (Rations) · 
(Meal, individual, 
combat) 

Class III (Fuel) 

'Aviation Gas (AVGAS) 
JP·4 (.Jet fuel) 
Motor tasoline (MOGAS) 
Die~el 

Clas·s V (Ammunition) . 

a. High explosive 

60 
.81 
90 

4.2 11 

10.S 
lSS 

mm mortar 
mm mortar 
mm recoilless 
rifle · 
mortar 
mm howitter 
mm howitzer 

Da;r:s supaly 
on han · 

9 days - . 

12 days 
4 days , 
.S..days 
J...· days 

·• .~ 

t . 15 days 
U.,.days 

-t"-109 days 

30days 
-+ Tt days 

ll days 

· Previous status 
102300 tst 

(111200 S\7N) 

10 <lays 
( 

i 

i 

i 12 
4 
6 
6 

days 
days 
days 
days_·_ i . i 

i 

l 
l? days · t 
11 ·:o:ays 
94 days . . . -i: . 

36 days 
10 days_ 
25 days 

i 
i-
t 
I 
I 

. b. Anti-tank Roun4zs on hand 
! 

f 
I' 
l· ,. 

90 

60 

mm recoilless 
rifle 
mm 1·ocket (J.ight 
antl·tank 
weapon - LAW) 

478 

190 

478 

190 

r 

l: 
l 
I 
j: 

f: 

SECRliT 



..... 
' . -

.-St;;CRE'i" 

Anti-tank mines (M-19) 
106 mm recoilless rifle 

(HEP·T)(High explosive 
plastic• tracer) 

100 
316 

. Class V (COPRAM) Previ"o\1s status ioz!oo EST 
(1t!_2oq WR? 

105 n\m howitzer 5 days S days 
155 mm howitzer 5 days 5 day~ 

40 mm grenade launcher S days S days 
Hand grenad. es . 10 days 10 davs 

I . ,, = ~ 
2. The foregoing info1·rnat.io11 has been extracted from 

Gen Westmorcland's eighth report to Gen Wheeler on the Khe Sanh 
~roa covering the period .102300 EST (111200 SVN) to 112300 EST 
(121200 SVN). . .:. ~ 

·., 

Distribution 
CJCS 
DJS 

. · · VDJS 
. J-4 

. j°-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
C'I' Porco 
MCCP . 
AWR 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC Div 
PAC DESK 

StJC!t.E'f-

' ;, 
I ; 

tJ. R ~ -, <: ~~ ~-
w. R. MC CLENDON ,.. , ~ 
Rear Admira+, USN 1 

Deputy Director for ➔ 
Operations (NMCC) 

I . 

,. 

J 



INFORM.A TION 

-t'OP SJ.CRET 

M_..y, l"una1'7 12, 19'8 
9:50 • • m. 

Mr. Pn•l4ellt: 

Herewit.la Ai1m. Sllarp conc\U'• 
la W ••ty•• aaaly•l• and r•ct• •t of 
th.la m•l'IUJIS• 

W. W. lleatow 

"TOP Sl:Cl\ET 

WWRo■tow:rln 
ECLASSIFIED 

Autho . ty .9 ~D /ft,,, 10- ):,-,t ; µ..J.Se,,J'-1'1-J'o 

By -;;;../¢l , NA.KA, att .2-/i'-o/ Z..-



' ' 
'• 

. . 

_ TOP __ SEqRfT. .-. _: · · 
. -

M 

. . 

1968 FEB : ·12 -
' ' . ' . ' ' . ·,, • ' 

' I 

: . ZCZCQAA9 6 l 
00 '(EKADS ' · • •. - ' . . 

DE YSNKQA 5 0431343 
0 12 13302 ZYH ZFF-5 

' . ., . . , . ·-:·· -

FM GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC 
I NFO MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC 
f1R RUSK ST ATE DEPT WASH. DC 
GEN JOHNSO N CSA WASH DC 
GEN MCCONNELL ·CSAF WASH DC 
ADM 1~00RER CNO WASH DC 

; · ZEN/ GEN CHAPMAN CMC WASH DC - : 
0 P 120850Z ZYH ZFF6 

r · fL~.rL-S.HA.ae._n@_e_f\_G .liA.WAI.L- · -­
•. TO GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC 

' 

, I NFO GEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACV SAIGON . : 
· ZE M . ,. 

I O P S i'. C R E I EYES -0 NL Y ,, 
ASSESSME NT OF SITUATION .AND REQUIREMENTS 
A. MA CV 01975/120612Z FEB 68 . 

't • ' •. 

r . . 

:, . 

1. -I DO INDEED CO NCUR IN YOUR ANALYSIS IN REF A 
AND HAD ALREADY RELEASED A MESSAGE CONFIRMING OUR 

· CAP AB ILITY TO SUPPORT ADD IT IO NAL FORCES _SOUTH OF 
AI VAN PASS. I RECOMMEND THEY BE AUTHORIZED FOR ·_ 

- DEPLOYMENT AT ONCE. . 
. · 2 . IF ENEMY ACTIONS .REFLECT HIS DESPERATION, THESE 
- ADDITIVE FORCES 'CAN ASSIST IN DELIVERY _OF A "DECISIVE· 

BLOW. I F HIS STRENGTH AND 'DETERMINATION . HAVE . BEEN ,·, ... · 
UNDERESTIMATED WE WILL NEED THEM . EVEN MORE. WARM . . ' ; . . · . 
REGARDS. : . · · ·· - · . '._: ·. ,_ · . . .. . . / . ,. 

' / . 
SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS . · ;· · '_ . .. 1

•• 

225 . ,.,,, .\ ' · · · . . ,· -,,_, ,,- "'. . ; ;:,· 
... . . 

~ . , ., 
, , .. • _r. 

• ' • ,· J 

' ,, ., ' 

. . ' ,. 
-~ , . . 

' NNNN .r ;,t, ... 

• . •· .r, -, •. 

''. t 

_. £-YES ONLY . , 

1,' . 

I . . 

. ... 

~.;tiq._: 
-=!'- • 

~ , ·i 

"· 

~ ,{ ' ~ • 1 : ~ • 

- ~ ! • ..... ~:..: • . .,.; ;_ " "'-' ;· ~-~ _.. • -~-• • • .... • ,,•) ~ .:.u, ,_ .~:w ,. ,,i: 



INFOllMA noN 

Moad.ay, J'ebnaary 12. 19'8 -- 9:50 a. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Tlle •st meetlaa wlth the North Koreaaa wW be tom.arrow. 

lS Feltnary, at 9:00 p. m. OU' time. 

w. w.aoatow 

WWRoatow:rln 



INFOllMATION 

TOP SECllET -• EYES ONLY 

Moaday, Fel,nary 12, 1968 
9:35 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

lCMld and clear ud, la my Jadgmeat, 

coreect. 

W. W. lloatow 

WWllo■tow:rln 

t;>ECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 56, Sec. 3.4(b) 

ft 

White Guidciincs, Feb. 24. 19@3 

B,+ , NAllA, Date ,8 ✓((}:f-;L 
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~-~;;· _ lMlTt;a 01sra1au1toN 

It1-qir1
~ ,., \t I~, • \' • 

· ., • h.1\1.ii .. 1: . . 
12 FE8 \96~ 

Z 1?. 0 G 12Z Z Y :( i FF-1 

. \ .. · FM G~:N WE~'tM0RELMW C0l1USM/\CV SAI(;0l'1 

GBN WHt:£LER CJCS t~ASH 

.' '.. . ~ : : . 
. 

◄ ' ., .. 
I 

.. 
·• . ... 

i ~I • • ·, •• , 
0 

• . • . I 
' .:. C • : ...... I 

--

. 
. . · 1 j· . ".. . .. . 
. ' ~-· 

' : , ... : I • • , 

: ., 

-

·-~ 0 P S E 6 R E T' LIMI'Cl~D DIS1'RIBU1'ION MAC 01'9./!j EYES ONLY 
. '.: -. ( . ". ~ . : : ... .. ~ 

:~ . 
~lll\JEC'i': ASSESSMEN'f OF SITUA'i'ION AND REQUIREMENTS 

. : . . . . . 

1. SINCE LAS? OCTOBER, Tl{E £NENY HAS LAUNCHED A MAJOR 
I ·: . 
I ,(. 

.. . . , 

I . 
1 • • :.~C CAMPAIGN SIGNALil~G A C~{ANGE OF STRA'l"EG\' FROM ONE. OF PROTRACTED • 

.. · ' WAR 10 0HE OF QUICI< MILITARY/POLITICAL VICTORY DURit~G T'-!E 

.. ·O AMF.RICAN ELtr:TION YEAR. HIS ,•IR$T PHASE, DESl_GNED TO SECURE 

1 T'.·'E BORn}:R AREAS, HAS FAILED. TH~ SECOND PHASE, LAUNCtlED ON 
I :• 'C 
I ~ 

I T·'E OCCASION OF TET /\ND DESICl'lEl) TO INrtIATE PUBLIC UPRISING, TO 
I • • ' 

, ~: DlSRUPT Tt:E MhC!UNERY' OF GOVERNMENT AND COMMAND AND CONTROL 
. ·? 

I 
I ; 
I . 
I '. 

I : . 

. 
. 

0}~ 'l' '!E VIETNAMESE FORCES, AND ·ro ISOLhTE THE, c1·r IF.S, HAS ALSO 
.~~ 

F /\lLF.D. NEVER•tH~LESS, THE ENEMY'S -i•HlRO PHASE, \-HUC~ IS 

0 DESIGN£D ~ro SEIZE QUANG 'iRI AND THUA ·r:-11 EN PROVINCES ~AS 

c~ JU~'T DEGUN. THIS \ULl. DE A MAXIMUM EFFORT BY .T~tE ENEMY, 

CAPITALIZING ON !-HS SHORT LINES OF COMMUNICATION, "lHE POOR 

C \,Jl::Kr~tR. PREVAILING IN T!iE ARF.A }"OR T'·~E NEK'r Tl~O MONT~~St AND 

. . 

... 

i . 

\ ; ·r..~: 
JiIS J\BIJ~IT)' TO BJllNG ARTILLERY AND ROCHE1' rinE TO BEAR ON INSTALLATIONS 

r'ROM POSITIONS IN ·T:-tE DMZ Al~D N0RT~I AND FROM LAOS . TO T~E ~JEST• 

. : 

' r •,• 

. ' . 

' . ,' 

< .. 
i ••. ,. ·I 

.(,. 

I 
, · .. 

I 
. 

r 

(~ 

.. 
I 

FURTKtRMORE, ~-IE CA~ DRl\~G ARMOR ·ro DEAR ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 

IT I<; CLEAR T'!AT •r·-,.E ENr:MY '.-iAS DECIDED HE CAt4 NOT "STRir<E 0UTn iN 

.. . ... . ' 

. . . . . 

. . . . . 

. ... 



.. _ .. . 

' . 

. • . 

; . 

.. . . 

' ( UM ··-:D OlSTRIBUTION· 
'--" 

~ 10 '~lM. IN ADDlTlOH, \~E Mus·r EXPEC1' Hll1 ·ro TJiY 'to REGAIN T'-'.E 

,. INiTIATlVE IN hLL OTHF.H /\REf1S • 
... 

'.:°! 2 • I);" ·r !'E ENEMY H/\S C !IAN GE}) ~-!IS S Tn~.'£J~GY, \llE t1US T 

c C •:/\NGE ouns. ON 1·,:z ASSlJl1p·r10H '.i'IIAT IT IS OUR NATIOH/\L POLICY 

C 
~to PRO:!IBIT T!-:E ENJ~MY FROM SEIZING AND PEHMhNEN'tLY OCCU?.YING 

. . .. 

•' · T:·!E. Tl~O NOT<THERN PROVINCES, I IWlEND 'tO HOLD THEM /\T llLL COST. ~!OUEVER, 
,.. .. 

,c. 

10 

11"· '·. 

-~ 
.~ 
C.· 

0 

(.) ' 

0 

C 

C 

·ro :,o so I MUS'f REHWORCl•: FROM OTHE11 J\RE/\S /\ND ACCEPT A Mf.\JOR 

RISl<t UNLESS I 'CAN GtT l~F.INFORCEMENTS, WHICH I DESPERATELY NEEl>. 

~.3. TO BRING THE MhXIt1UM Mll..l'fA'RY POWER TO BEAR ON T~E 

ENEM\' IN QUANG TRI AND TnuA· THIEN AND TO .PREVENT l'HE GR/\DUAL 

EROSION Of THESE i~JO PROVINCES, I MUS'f OPEN UP HIGHWAY 1 · FR011 ·. 

·. 

' • l 

\ D/.\NANG AND :~l~}l\MY 9 TO lntE SANH, Tl~ESE 'l'WO TASXS .A~E NOT 

µNREI\SON.ABLE, PROVIDED THAT I CAN ~IVERT THE TROOPS TO PROVIDE, 

SECURI'l'Y AND COMMIT THE ENGIN::tRS TO l'HE TASK. I THEREFORE 

~UST MAKE (\ DO\IJN PA \'MENT IN 'l'ROOPS lN ORDER to PROVIDE ·r·:tE 

• • • I 
. ·.: : . ! 

• j .. ... .. · I 

LOGISTICS TO SUPPORT IN FULL\' ADEQUATE FASHION .TROOPS NOtil DEPl.OYEJ> . 
i 
l 
I 
I 

/IND REXNFORCENEN'rs THA'r WILL DE REQUIRED. FIRST, IT WILL REQUIRE 

(\ MARINE Jt}~GH:ENT OR AN ARMY BRIGADE TO SECURE TP.E AI VAN 

J>ASS FRON QU/\NG TRI •to HUE/PHU BAI. ANOTHER REGIMENT OR 

l3RIGADE \HLL B~ REQUIRED BEn~EEN HUE AND QUANG TRI. FINf\t.LY, 

A •♦•HIRD REGl~ENT OR BRlCADE ~JILL BE REQUIRE}}_ TO SECURE HIG't~JAY 

~- TO Tl!E JrnE SAW-J AREA. I ·cANNOT A~"POIW TO DIVERT TROOPS NOW 

• I 

... l 

·' 1 

• 1 

' I 
' 
I 
I 
1 
I 

J)EPLOYJo;D lN THA'f AREA FOR TH£ PURPOSE AND AM T!-iEREFORE FORCED 
C 

I 

I . ~·., l 
TO DEPLO\' THE 101ST ABN DIV FROM THE III CORPS; THIS IS NO~J 

:· · f' IN 1':!E PROCES~ AND WILL DE DONE AS FAST AS: TRANSPORTATION CAN 
. ~-

r BE MADE AVAil.flBLE. EVEN THE COMMrtMENl' OF 'l'H'E 101ST WILL 

( 

. . ' .. . , . 
t ; ' • ••.. . ' .... . . 

,,. l. 'i • . . .• ·- ... • 

' . .. 

-~-.,.-·--·· .... ---- .. .. - · .. . 

· ···--

. . .. 

. •' . .. . . . . 
•' . 

. . 

. ... . .. . . 
• I • 

. 
•· 

. : ; . 
. r .. .. 

' . '. .. 

17~,-----.J 



' 
I 

-, . "•· v' • 
IC ~••• ·~ ... .... 

. 

C. 

C. . 

. C 

C 

. C 

C 

C' 

C 

C; · 

o· 

·c .. 

·• C 

C: 

( 

C 

(-

( · 

C 

C 

. 

. 
• ~ 

t r 

• ·~ ,'\ t •, ·" \ ' (\~ •~'°,"l ~,: \I:.'" 
' I . ·, ,, l( :, I. ,, .• .• • ...._, ) \, -..._,, fr.~:;~, ~tfi;Wii\V1 

LIMITED :DISTRIBUTION 
(ti H s~ t} u» ,: \h.i ti 

PUT 11£ IN NO u.E·r·.n:R 'fllf\N A MARGil~AL POST.URE '.1'0 COPE WIT~~ T~tE 

SITUA'£'ION A't 1·'.AND. 

4. T:ilS H/\S BEF;H A LIMI'tl~O \111\R \HT!·I Lit1l'(ED OBJECTIVES, 

FOUG~T WIT~ LIMITED MEhN~ AND PROGRAMMED FOR T~E UTILIZATION 

OF ).,Iii ITEO RJ:':SOURC>-:s • THIS \~AS A l;EASIRLE . PR.OPOS lTION ON . T:~E 

ASSUMP'i ION i '·IAT r~:-,E ENEMt 1,IAS •ro FI G!-IT A PROTRACTED \-JAR. \AJE ARF. · 

NOv) IN A tn~w BALL GI\ME ·\•JHF.RE W£ FACE A DE!'fER;MINED, HIGHI .. Y 

DlSGJ.PLINEn ENEMY, li'ULLY MOBILIZED TO ACHIEV.E A QUlCl( VICTORY, 

-~'.l-: x°s IN T'!E PROCESS OF T~!ROWING IN ALJ .. HIS ·11 MILI1'ARY C·UPS TO 

GO l~OR OROJ<E •. , "IE Rl!';/\J.IZl~S AND I REAI.IZE 'fHAT ttIS GREATJo~ST 

OPPORTUNITY. TO DO T•·tIS IS IN QUANG 'tRI-THUA ·,.fitIEN. WE CANNOT 

PERMIT TIUS .• ON T?E OT~ER HAND, WE MUST SEIZE Tm:: OPPORTUNI'fY 

TO CHUS•( Hil-f. A"f 'l':fE SAME 'tIME, t·JE CANNOT PtRMI'l' HIM TO 

MAKE GhINS ! IN T:u-: OTHER CORPS AREAS, AND I · Al1 OBl.lC/\"tED TO 

MAINTAIN t,~E l1INIMUN ESSENTIAL TROOPS IN THESE AftEAS 

TO INSURE STABILITY OF THE SI'fUA'flON AN)) TO REGAIN T~E INITIATIVE. 

EQUAL IN ,Pf( IOR I. TY ·ro THE ENEMY IS T~IE SAIGON AREA AND 

A MIG3 RISK IN T~IS AREA IS UNACCEPTABLE, I NOW HAVE APP~OXIMhTELY 

50-~,000 US 'tROOPS AND 60,961 FREE WORLD Nil.~TARY ASSIS'l'ANCE 
' . . . . . 

,TROOPS.· FURi• 11ER CON1.RI8U1".:CONS FROM '1'1-fE THAIS AND KOREANS ARE 

MON1':1s A~JAY. I ·~AVE BEEN PROt1ISED ";;1:.5, 000 :TROOPS, · w~~IC~ 

ACCORDING TO PRESENT PROGRAMS \Hl.L NO"t 11A'tERIALIZE UNTIL 

196~. I NEED T'~ESE 5251 000 'l'ROOPS NOW. IT SijOULD DE NO.TED T'~A'f 
' . . 

T~IS CEILING AS~UMED T~E SUBSTANTIAL REPLACtMENT OF MILITARY 

BY _CIV lLIANS, W~IC!·J NOH APPEARS IMPRACTICAL~ 1 NEED REINFORCENEN'i'S 

IN '1'ERMS OF COKBAT ELEMENTS. I 'l"HEREl:'ORt 'URGE '£~AT •tHERE BE 

LIMITEff. DlSTRJBUTION .·, 

. • ' 

r .. 

.... ,. ♦- • .. , ... ' - · - ... . .. . 

- . •, . 

,.. .. 

... •---,---· 

\ • . . : . , 

. ,,,, ., . . . . 
• 

. 
• ·, 
• 

:_. . : .. ·' : . . .. •. . . .. ~ ...... , ___ ,, .......... ,~ .. .. ... --~--,--,-· .. -----' . . .. .. ' .. . · .. . 
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! : 
i 

i 

I 

. I 

' ... 

( 

, . 
\. 

. . (' 

' ,. 

,. ~., rt, .•;; 0 ,. ... ,. c- ,·· ·, .. ,...~~ • .a•·~;., 
... h 

DEPl,OYr:n IMM£))l(\'rJ,:LY /\ MhHl l~E REGil1EN'r PAC)~/\ G}; AND A BR I Gt.DE 

PN)KI\Cf.: or tnr: 82)) ABN DIV AND T~-<A'f Tm~ REMAINIHG ELEJ1£N1'S 

OJ.' 1·-•c,5£ ·t(40 DIVISIONS BE PREPARED TO· FOLLOW AT A J..ATER TIME, 

TlME IS OF T~E ESSENCE • 

5 • I NUST STR1'~SS EQUALJ .. Y 'l".1/\T WE FACE A SITUA'tlON 01:- GREAT 

C OPF'o:rrUNITY /\S ~lEl,L I\S './EXGHl'lCNF.D RISK. 'iO'WEV'~:R, 'fIM~ ts OF 

. C 'f':f£ ESS~:~CE '.➔ERE, TOO. I DO N01' $EE HON '.r..tE Ji:NEMY C/\N LONG 

SUS'fAI\~ T'~E HEAVY LOSSES w:-1rcq ·uxs NEW STRATEGY .IS ENAllLING 

C US TO INFLICT ON HIM. THEllE~"ORE, ADEQUATE REINFORCEt1ENTS 

s r~oUJ.D PERMI'f MF. N0'1 ONL 'i TO CON'r/\IN HIS I CORPS OFFENSl\/E 
(!'· 

BU'f ALSO 'fO CAPITALIZE ON H1.S LOSSES BY SEIZI·NG THE INI'f.IATIVE 

· .. . n XH OTl~F.R ARE:f\S. EXPLOrfING THIS OPPOR~l'UNl'tY 

( . COUJ.n MATERIALLY SHOP.TEN 'T~lE tMn. 

G • IF CINCPAC CONCURS, REQUEST THAT '!HE SECUE1ARY 
'( ..... , 

r 
' 
' 

~ 
' . .. 
•. 

'} · C OF DEFENSE AND COMMANDER IN CHn:r· BE INFORMED OF MY POSI'tION. 
.• . . . 

r; -

( ;: 
t 

., (' . 

( . 

I 
•' 
l r 

( 

f '. 

( 

7. 1 ~~AVE DISCUSSED T:-IIS ME'SSAGE IN DErAI~ WI'i~l AMB 

PUNKER AND ~iE CONCURS, 

.... .,. • • ' . t . .,,, \ ' 

I I 
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ACTION 

M...tay. Feltnaary 12, 19'8 -· 9:35 a. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

BUI BIID&ly •aa1••t• .... &al I qree-- yo.a ■lle\lld call Sea. Mc:Oee; 
c:-rabal&te hlm on hi• TV performaaee yeirterct.ay and for Ill• •peald• 
pro1rm all ewer the coutrJ. 

He baa laeea .... aall remala• -- a 10011 •olcller: perllap• the moat 
artlcalate on OUJ' •We. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWllo■tow:rla 

, t,) 



COIWIDZJmAL 

Mr. Preeldeat: 

INFORMATION 

Moaclay, February 12, 1968 
8:35 a. m. 

Herewith a first detailed prcwblc lal report 
of whlc:h we ehou.ld lie &•ttlat more. 

A ••ry mbrad picture; althoa,11 tlut Aaetrallall• 
did well. 

Ph110C Tay proriace le oa the coaet. eaet of 
Salcoa.. 

w. W • .Roetow 

Saiaoa 19005, Z aectloa• 

CONFU>ENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
House Guidellnas, Feb. 4 1983 

·~ ~ -, NARA, Ditt · -+-=d-'~'-

WWRoetow:rln 
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F1'~6HT IM. HC!:: 183 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 1902'5 01 or 02 111859Z 

4' 7 
ACTION EA 15 

1?6B fELS I l 19 37 

DECl.,ASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NL, ''fl,~197 

By , NA A Date /;)_-V-f/, 
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sus·: SITUAT:ON :rn p uoc TUY PROVI CE 

l. PROCL. I I.~1:1 : , • • THE TI E HICH CO ES O CE· IN A THOU SA D 
YEARS HAS CO~Z,'" REINFORCED VIET COG PROVI CIAL U ITS ATTACKED 
KEY TARGiTS I PHUON TUY PROV! CEO 1 FE •~RY. ALTHOUGH 
REPEL. ~D T THE VAN XIEP MILITARY TRAI I G CE TER THREE ILES 
EAST F !H~ PROV I CE TQijN, BA RIA, THE E :;:.•y AS ABLE O . ~ .. UCH 
OF .... =: •• T , ~: . t·~o DAYS. DUR! G THIS TI .1E , TO SPEOPLE SAY, THE 
VIET C . G CL !MED THAT THEY ALSO HELD VA KiEP AD LOG I~ 
DISTRICT TO~ , r lVE KILO ET£RS EAST, CAUSI G CO SIDERABLE A XIETY 
WHICH~ DURE u: TIL ARV RZI FORCE ENTS RELIEVED THE TOW 0~ THE 
, OR~ I G O 3 FEBRUARY . NOV, IT IS REPO .. TE T AT THE PEOPLE SAY 
THAT TH~ v._r co G HAVE EE B DLY SEATE . 

P,;9-. g, fllt'J,i 12 -i '•k:oaaet f f 9 f II T I A L .. - -
2. IN . PR PA A. DA LEAFLET, THE E.E Y CALL DON TH POPULATIO 
AND RV6 F TO RISE UP AGAINST THE .A.ER~CA. A GRESSORS AD THE 

ATIO -SC:LLI .. G VI T-TRAITORS.'" THE BARIE PO?ULATIO , LARGELY 
THE fA .i lLI7ES OF CIVIL SERVA TS A D SOLDI~RS, RE Al 1ED PASSIVE. 

&QNf'lDiNIXAL 
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'0 GV SOL IE S AR K O . TO HAVE ES R .. ED . HO V R, I LO IE , 
~HICH AS ATTACKED O 7 A1D 8 FE RU RY, THE VIZ! C :u rt _ - !D 
BY CIVIL SERVA1 T T RE TO : VE ·..: . p· :: - ... ?O?U I. S ?? RT. 
TO NSPEOPLE ALLEGEDLY HO ED E !· Y T O . S i-: R V ' CIVIL 
SERVANTS, CADRE AND SOLDIERS LIVED, AO HIQ THE IET COG HEN 
AUSTRALIAN TROOPS E TERED LO u IN. THE S E. SCURC£S SU GEST 
THAT MISRULE BY A SUCCESSION OF CORRU?T DI TRICT CHIEFS HAD DOE 

UCH tp FOSTER ANTI-GOVER ET SE TIMEIT I THE TO • 

3. I FOR~ED AMERICAS I PHUOC TUY IELIEVE TAT THE VIET CO 
ATTACK ON BA RIA AD THE VA KIEP CAP 'AS I TE. OED O LY TO BE A 
HIT AND RU SHO• OF FORCE. TH~ E ·- Y EXPECTED, THEY SU GZST , TO 
ATTACK BEFORE DAW , RE I . T ROUGHO T THE AY, AND PULL OUT IN Tr~ 
EVEN! G. HO EVER, TH! AT~ C" ON VAN Klt.P 'AS o-L ':'£!) HE .. THE 
E EMY GUIDES WE "TRAY, AD DID OT BEGI" ' BEFO ERA ·ER ,.ITS 
D[FENDI 6 ~HE CA r ER~ 0 FULL ALERT . THE ATTAC. AS A Fl .SCO; 

PH&- 6 )tO.iJ hi r,-:!Hfi 86 it I I !I t= It "f I! 
ABOU't' 50 OF A ATTACKING FORCE ESTIMA·i _ A·~· :RE K"'LLED. 

4. BA ' RIA 'A C. SO ro TU ATE. THERE EE Y TROOPS DUG I O THE 
EAST E D OF TOW WHILE HARASS! G THE PROV I' CE A D SECTOR ~AD UA TERS 
, 
CORDS cor:POU D A D OTHER ISLA DS OF RESISTA CE TO THE ORTH OF THE 
MARK~T. 1 ,A SH ILE, THE BULK OF THE FR IE DL Y TRO PS, TO"ETHER Y ITH 
THE PROVI,CI CHIEF, ARIE MAJOR GUYE. BA TRUOC, ITHDRE~ TO 
VAN KIEP. AT 7HE CAMP, IT SEEMS FRO FRAG E TARY INFOR.ATIOJ 
AND RUMOR, T~ P .. V r CE CHIEF L CK:D ;·:-. ~ 'J 'i ' THE CA.!? C .. R, 
LTC L~·TRI.H UY . TRUC:, IT IS HIT, , FELT T THE AD LOST F. C2 

HE. FORCED TO ASA DO BA RIA AD ~!SHED TO USE TROOPS I TRAI I u 
AT THE CA p TO R£LIEVE THE TON; UY sr- OF STLY REFUSED TO 
RELEASE THE~. THE I ASEE AS Fl ALLY BROK~N WHE ARV REI FORCE. E. TS 
ARRIVED FRO XUA LOC C 18TH DIVISIO H >. THE E E,1Y HAD EE U! D-R 
CONTI UOUS PRESSURE FRO Ai ERICA GU SHIPS, BUT IT RSI TED FIERClLY 
IN HOUSE TO HOUS- FIGHT!. G. THE · ELL-:- .I : : . . ♦ " LL--;: l! I P~O 
E!E: Y TROOP: . 1~: FI ALLY CLEAR~D OU, ~y Tni . 0 . I~ i 3 fEBRU R~ , 
LEAV I BEHl. P♦=nHAPS A u REu u.!'.S R :E R BADLY D." J GE H . s s . 

5. PR ISO. :Rs : \v- I CLUDED A . U:.B~R OF :c: T VA REI FORC~. £ TS. 

80HPit,!HTIAL 
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~A•31! 'I k0?4JTR7 90©5 e U to F I 
THE ENEMY FORCE WAS ESTIMATED AT SIX H . DR EC EN.~ GAGE~ENTS DLlRING 
THE PAST "1EEK HAVE, ACCORDING TO REPORTS, :::zo ~ur .,, '. l..F or ·rr·t: ? F'JRC.: 
~ 
BUT PiWVI."CIAL ADMISORS BELIZV ... T!-:: TOTAL OF ::: E:-.. Y DE.~C ! ..;) ~~RE' 
LIKELY. ABOUT rwo HU~DRED . THER,=. -.rERE 15 TO 2 0 CIVILIA11S KILLED I. 1 

THE BA RIA FIGHTING, AND AS MA Y MORE ~ OU DED . · .. · .;: 7 ! .: 
• HU, D. ED F.A~ILIES, 'FLEEING FR .:1 T.{C: FI HTI :-J2 " .. ·- t ·' -A7 OF IT, 

HAVE s ·EcOJE TEl'1PORARY REFUGE~S. THE FIGURE I NCLUDES THE. 
FAMILIES OF MOST OF THE CIVIL SERVA TS, 1.t.lHO HAVE I 1 THE MAI.! 
STUCK TO THI ER POSTS WHILE EVACUATINGG THEIR D~PE 1DE rs TO THE 
SAFETY OF NEARBY VU 3 TAU. 

6. 1$ CRISis HAS REVEALED BOTl(HEROE t. >D "OATS . A7 SUOI GHE, 
A REFUGEE HA lLET , AN RF P:... TOO~ LOO. " o: ? '. SSIV _LY F, O:•. ITS 
POST ~HILE T2N V!ET CO,G H~LD A KA'3ARvO co~~- A· EXECut: T~E 
HA . LET CHIEF . 1D : l e- D:S?UTIES . 'AN AR ED PROPAGA DA TEA l HEL OFF 
ENEMY .PROBES A3AI ST THE CHIEU HO! CE TER THROUG~OUT 1 AND 2 
FEBRUARY AD ON THE. IGHT OF 2 ND EVACUATED ALL OF THE HOI 
CHANH TO THE CiHEU iiOI VILLAGE Tl:JO KILO ~ETERS EAST OF BA RIA . 
THE 52N _. RANGER . · .! .ALIC. FOU.GHT . WELL, Alo· Tf.E~~ rs REPORTED TO 
HA.VE· SlSl':EMAT !CALLY. r:o·o.r..ED.. :HE. PROV I. C"' TO •. OF ELECTRICAL 

... ♦ • • 

,il;P s:: , •11 11 om 1, v rs··, ; t. • ± s t 11' F 0r '.M _ 
~ND· HOUSE:"' !.." :·:P ;:'' Il\:1CES. -VIETNAMESE NURS£S LIED THEMS:LVES SLUE 
IN THE FACE ~HILE A KOREAN MZ ICAL TEA ( HID I . A BACK ROOM OF 
THE HOSPITAL. AFTwR HIDI G FOR THIRTY HOURS, TWO OF THE KOREANS 
DASHED OUT A:.O G SIXTY VIET CONG WHO H.C\D OCCUPIED THE HOSPITAL TO 
SECURE ASSISTA , CE FROM A PASSIN AUSTRALIA COLU J, • PROVINCE 
CHIEF TRLJQC, SA YI.'G THAT HE ::Qi KNOW$ '.:Ho~ l-f- CAf\ COU. T 0, A O :G 
HIS STAF.F f , . ~ r:-- ?:-: .TE'.JED TO H.C\ VF; DO- , OTHI : '3 Or !CIR~ TRA1 SrERRED 
TO H~ f c ::I _: .... s ~' I CORP~. 

7. MORALE :s c~I I QUITE SH~KY, AN: I · P~R~ PS BEST ILLUSTRATED 
BY THE CUR?.::'. ~: Rt. ;OR THAT, SINCE THE VI ... T Cv 1'fG HA BEEN DEFEATED 
EL SEIi HERE, t :::I: Y OULD CONCEN~ATE .THEIR -: FORTS O • PHUOC TUY 

ee!ff!DENT IAL. 
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AND LO .TS Y.H '\ H, 1.'!HE'~.:. T:-:r:Y i AD no:~t" REL . TI', ELY - ETTER • . w::;: r ::LESS , 
Rti'CQVERY SEEMS TO a:~ U'.JDER'.!AY • . · AJOR TRUOG TOLD HIS SERVICE 
CHIEFS AT . THEIR FIRSI MEETING AFTER THE ATTACK ON BA RIA THAT 
ALL OF THEIR REPUTATIONS, AND E?PECIALLY HIS, ~ERE SUFFERING. 
THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO SUFFER, H._ ADDED, EVERY DAY THAT PASSED 
BEFORE ORDER AND PUBLIC SERVICES wER~ RESTORED. 

8. AD.~_:I_S~R.? f.Eft. lH T Tl:1E ?UBl:IC \vORKS ~ HEALTH. A~D INFOR)1ATIO 

SAGE € ReMtJrIR 1 91305 e a ff r I 0 i ~I I I A L 
SERVICES AR:;: P..ERFOR;·HNG VERY \:ELL. THEY ARE VEHZM F.;NT IN THEIR 
CONDEMNATION OF A LACKLUSTER REFUGEE/SOCIAL WELFARE CHIEF WHO 
SEEMS TO HAVE DONE LITTLE BUT PAD THE LISTS OF REFUGEES WITH 
PHONIES. ON 9 FEBRUARY THE MARKET I N BA RIA ~AS OPERATI 13 AS 
USUAL FOR THE FIRST TIME. PRrc-s H STARTZ' TO .FALL BUT WZRE 
ST Ill . TWO·· AND TH?.EE ·TIMES NORrlAL. BUS T~AN~PORT TO SA IG.ON, 
NOfu't\l'.l..~ 'EIGifiY PIASTRF;S• COSTS S:EVE ~1 HU JDRED . . . . 

9. DEP.Ui!.'t' P.RCV,I!!CE ·cHIEF FOR ADtHNISTRATION PHA~ VA KK!\, ~HO 
REMAINED WIT HIS FAMIL.Y IN THE PROV INCE HZADQU'dHERS . CO JPOUND 
THRQUGHQUT. T <2 ;~ T' .LE, ::X?ECTS TH.:. PHUOC TY AD :-: r~rSTRATIVE 
MACHL ERY TO BE BAK -TO NORMAL,· ~XC~?t IN Lc :· 3 n rr .. : , W !THI J I A · 

-li"EEl(. l{E. FEELS r :-::: "'IGHT RESULTED I CLEM-c-CI.JT PSYCnOLOGICAL 
• GA INS FOR THE GV:· • NO.TING JHAT MOST OF T~i2 TOHNSF'EOPLE ti'ERE 

PRO-GVN, HE ADDi.D ;r, AT THr. Atr~cx ~;usr . AV "I. DISABUSED ANY 'tHO 
HAD PRO-CO~!'. • I S -sn.PATHIES. THE. VI E:7 CO t•.G ~ ! D NOTHI NG 
POSIT·IVE, . KHA STRE SSED, BUT ONLY BROUG T HARDSHIP ON THE 
TO .'NS.PEOPLE, ·REV:ALING TO MOST OF THE 1 FOR THE FIRST TI'1E THE · 
TRUE FACE OF THE ENEMY. ATTACKING DURING TET ONLY ADDED INSULT 
TO· INJURY.. 

BUNKER 

0OHFIBE~H U.J. . 
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10. VIETNAM!'.:;;'. Si.; ;"" V!:Y. ?EHSONNEL R!::PCRT I :-rAT T :E PROPLE ." CCEPl 
DE~T_l\UC!IO~ Q ';' T:.EIR Housis AS NEC~SSAR Y 13ECAuSZ VIET CONG 

·wERE; E.IGHT-I. G FOR !HEM~. NEVERTHELESS, T;-LY. :.OP.::: FOR co:1 P~:1SATION-­
A ·suBJECT ON 1dHICH THE GVN HAS YET TOR-VEAL IT.S INTENTIONS. 
THOSE UNABLE TO GET ON THE LIST FOR FREE CO{rlODITIES 
DISTRIBUTION ARE FEELING THE PINCH OF HI3H PRICES. THE · 
AUSTRALIAN TRC P.S C TWO COMPANIES RE 1A !JED Ii'-1 ?HUOC TUY; TP_.E 
RESTJ·-~t'ERE...~~ov.:.L TO SUPPORT SWEEPS IN T:-r-: 31 :..;,: .:OA AREA) 
RECEIVE THE H!3HEST . ?RAISE. THE J?;:OPLE ~: 3:\ :" I ARE SA ID TO 
HO? ... -TH:u· .. Tn... USSIES· w ILL RETURN TO P;·{UOC T JY A~:D RESS,i.i;Bl..ISH 
5.ECUEU'tY.,: Al' ;; ♦ IC. ,POINT TltE.. RZFUGZES IN Vt!~:G !AU !JILL ALL R;TURN. 
JANGER LOOTING IS, OF COURSE, VIEWED VERY DIMLY; BUT THIS 
DID NOT STOP SCME . CIVILIANS FRQM SIMILARLY STRIPPING A 

P,J@IE ! ~!?JI2. ~6!1"".i-FM I D L to I I A L = 
PARTIALLY DESTROYED AMERICAN PROVINCIAL RE?RESENTATIVE•s 
HOUSE, APPARE~!LY ACCORDING TO THE 
MAX H1 '.' r, NYT~IT" :~J1:flICAN IS FAIR ·GAME." THE. TORTUOUS 
RUi·f<fRS REPORTED ELSEWHERE AS WELL REGARDING SOME SORT OF UNDER­
HANDED COLLuS!ON BETWEEN 1HE UNITED STATES AND THr YIET CONG 
ARE ALSO CURRZNT IN PHUOC TUY. BUNKER 



INFORMATION 

Monday, February 12, 1968 -- · 8:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith two charts which show, via daily 
casualties and casualty ratios, how the enemy 
concentrated hie effort and how it has gradually 
subsided in the direction of the pre-Tet "normal" 
level. 

It will be an unportant fact if they decide 
not to mount a second major wave of attacks 
on the cities. 

WWRostow:rln 

W. W. Rostow 

SFC:R.E'F-

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129, 8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q0- l c"1 

By Cb: , NARA Date tl-3-W7 
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Sl!CRET ,., 

M..S.y, Faltnar, lZ, 1968 
8 :J0 a.m. 

Mr. Pn•Weat: 

Herewith Weat,.• • dally report oa 
KA•Saah. 

w. wW ..... ap aortly & table OD 

tbe aapply •ltu.tlen. 

W. W. lloatow 

WWRo■tow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Se~. 3A(b} 

~'hitc H Gwd~, Feb. 24, ., 

Bv+, N . 0 2ce ~ 70-f,,2, 
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Monday, February 12, 1968, 8:20 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eighth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
24-hour period of February 11, 1968. 

During tjle period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive heavy enemy shelling by mortars, rockets, and 
artillery. By 1:00 AM the shelling had subsided to sporadic incoming and 
terminated at 3:00 AM. Early Sunday morning a 122MM rocket impacted 
15 feet away from a Air Force C-130 in the process of off-loading troops, 
resulting in one killed and four wounded and evacuated. The aircraft was 
damanged, but repairs are underway and hopefully it can be flown out today. 

A helicopter conducting medical evacuation on Hill 861 received 
small arms fire resulting in one wounded and evacuated. 

Two Navy aircraft dropped eight tanks of tear gas on a village 
eight kilometers southwest of Khe Sanh and followed with air strikes. No 
movement was observed from the village. 

For the period there were four Marines killed and eight wounded, 
including those mentioned above. Two thousand two hundred and five rounds 
of mortar and artillery were fired by friendly forces. Tactical air sorties for 
the period totalled 258, Marine Tactical Air flew 7 5 sorties, and reported 
one road cut, four secondary fires, and one tank destroyed. The Air Force 
and Navy Tactical flew 88 and 95 sorties respectively, reporting six road cuts, 
four military structures destroyed, one secondary explosion, eight secondary 
fires, and one bridge damaged. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties} were 
flown in the Niagara area. 

Aerial resupply of Khe Sanh increased to 83 short tons on February 11. 
Ammunition and engineer bunkering material accounted for 40 and 25 short 
tons respectively. Seventeen short tons of replacement were delivered along 
with one short ton of medical supplies. C-123 Aircraft are providing air landed 
delivery to the Khe Sanh Airfield and air drops from C-130 Aircraft began at 11:00 
hours. 

No COFRAM Type Ordnance was used during the period. 

DIOASSIIW> 
s.Ji;GRST Aacbarity tJSiJ 4h: 0/?f 

a,~ . NAM. 0... / -lt1-f i-- f 
~ 
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SECRET, - 2 -

For the next 24 hours Marine Air Plans 44 Tactical Air Sorties, 
the Air Force will run 74, while the Navy plan 100, for a total of 218 
tactical air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. I have just instructed 
Momyer to increase the above with emphasis in the B-52 ring. 

The Marines will have 16 aircraft on call. The Air Force will 
have 120 sorties on call. There will be five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) 
run in the Niagara area. 

There ·is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

The weather was poor on the afternoon of February 11. Cloud 
ceilings were 500 to 700 feet and visibilities were 3 to 5 miles in fog. By 
6:00 PM the fog increased and visibility was reduced to 1/16 of a mile. The 
weather remained poor all night and through the morning hours. The weather 
is forecast to remain poor until about mid-morning on February 13. During 
this period cloud ceilings will remain 600 feet or lower and visibilities will 
be near zero at night. Late on the morning of the 13th weather should improve 
to mar gin al. 

SEGl2ET_ 



GOl!il'JBl!IMTIAL _,, - J'ellNarr l&, 19'8 -4' r 
.M..EMO&ANDUM. FOB. THE PflJ:SJI).ENT - ACTlO)l ~('Jfr' 

')., 

SUBl&CT1 Me•age &e the Flftb Jat•~•Amerlcaa C•ltl&r&l C..ncn. 
Letter to Pr••ldMI& Leoni 

Dr · .. &1......._el" le&'N• oa edDeadaJ• Felmaar, 14. for v ...... 1a. He 
ill head tbe U. s. Deleptl• to tile Fifth luer-Amerleaa Caltaral C.... 

c:il . Tia!• me.U.. wlll coaalder actloa ptopama to carrr o1ll the OAS 
Summit clecl•iea• on educatiOD aad ectaac• aad tNhaoleaJ• The •peeW. 
pro,n.ma are ~ .work al two ta•k for e•• wWcb mat fou..rtaa Planta del 
~-.. Dr. Horal& aacl Dr. KUIian played a Ma nle la tile" poll,.. 
Two ol the item• on &be pr•pam to dnmatlN nr Latia Amerlcaa poltcJ 
wb.icll 1• appre,Nl(l la ■t wNk are: 

l . a eptdal me•aac• to tile C.U.n.1 Coucll which Dr. Elae-.wer 
coald laeor,....._ Ja Id• plea~ •pe••• 

a. an lavitaaloa to Pre.u..t woal to .t•!t ·••h&Jast• thl• ,..I'. 
I ~MGmnaead tut ,.. apprOYe U.. -peted meeaap to tlle Cattaral 
c .... n at Tab A. 

-
-

Call me - · 
l alao napst ,- mab oM of Dr. ElNabower•• blp to HM Preatuat 
LHal the i.ttar at Tai. a. 

w. w • ........ 

Altaclmwat• 

Tu A .. ....... to u.. W.r- Americaa C•lte:n.l Ceundl. 
Tait B - ....,.._ Pr••ldealtal letter te v.-wlaa Pren4at LHaL 

DECLAssqlED 
E.O. 123S6, Sec. ~tj( 

~ . Pcb. 1983 
v 4ffe: , NA • Dae~ ;2. 7"c7-9'"t..-



Meaaaae 

to th• Fifth Meeting of the Jnter- Amari'ran Cultural Council 

J! man l8 to achieve hb fulleat potflltial. he mu.at have the freedom 

to learn -- and he muat have learain1 to be truly fl'••· 

. 
Yo11 meet to put into action th• pu.rpoH• of the Punta del Ede Declar• 

ation of Preaident1. There la no more lm.portaat work faeln.1 our 

1-ml.aplMtre. To1et.her , we mu.et: 

... aaaur• bade educaUon for all our people; 

•• mau our •••~ry ac:hoola and \UllveraiU•• center• 
M excellence I aad 

• • barn••• acience and teclmolo1y ln the work of education 
and developmeat. 

The lar1••t 1har• ol what m••t be done, y<M& roust do. But I want 

you to Im.ow that we ha th• United Stat•• will help -· with our reaouce~, 

our techaoloay. and the uthu•ia•Ue aupport of our peiople . 

Jn preparJ.aa rnr programs rou will use the toola that are at balld. 

But I hope your vtalon alao will extend to the teole of tomorrow. I 

am particv.larly enthaalaatlc about the po■alWllU•• of combinlnl ad• 

vaaced techaeloar with advanced method• of teachlna and r esearch. 

Edu.eatlonal televlalon already polat• tlw way. We are not far .from 



the da·y when the aatellite will help u• 

•- leap across the barriers that today deny 100d education 
to million• of c:lti•en•, and 

.... unlock the doors to hidden natural reeources on land and 
the •urrou:nding seas. 

With warm and vivid memories of my m.eting• with your Prealdent■ 

la•t April, I send you 1reeting• and beat wt.he• for sued••• in your 

deliberations. 

f f f # f f 



1 am taidac ,...-,. of Dr. Mlltoa El•ea..-er' • 
ll'ip to Vueaula &o ••ad ,av. Wa leU.r. Dr • 
.ElMAhewer Ila• ~-•UJ &ll'-4 to Nrve •• 
Spedal AdYl••r for Latla.A1Mrlcaa Affair• to 
the Depa.._... of S&at.. la tW. npaetty. he l• 
h DS oar dele ailOJJ. to die Flfth M.Ntlaa c the 
laler-Amel'lc&a C.ltaral c ... u. • are p.wMd 
co hav• ae tUetlq1alel:aeci a.a oducat.r repre...uaa 
IJwt Ullhff state, at tkl• imputaal IDMlaa. 

The C•ltu-al CcMaacll'• pdacipal ta•k wW M to pat 
oa• Puata del J:•te deci•l-• 1ato praclk:&1 actloe 
pro r. ms . -nt.r• la ao more uraeat ••lae•• la 
tlu• ml t her tua to lll9ft forwarcl ttucklJ wldl 
tho•• 4Ml•l••• llat ,- a re 4--, la v ... nela 

_,._.. IN op,e•hmlt, nd qaaUIJ f edtlcalloa 
i• ta e w lhi• 1.....S ueip. Your •••..i-
i, d 'be aa • de, 1.ac-u .. to the tio e ate • l 
. l ••d t:h , .. .r •--~, 1• bo•I to t.bi partkelu 
M••loa ot tha C•ltunl C.....tl. 

TOG are mov · .1 1ato the laat ,..., of J'O'II' term la 
olfiee.. 8atwMa aow Pd O.Cember I bow ,- wlll 
M heavily ® la pr•pal'&ta ... In uUoual •IN• 
Uou. Ne•ertlaele••• l o , .. wUl flad time to 
come to · i in t for a.a alflcial ¥tut. Amllaa .. clo• 
.BeralMl•n> wlll 1M r•.tr to cllacu•• .... , lf yw f-1 
JOG oaa R>aJra the J...-..,. 
Tbe otber fllaJ• I r••le•ed the llet of cOlllltrl•• par• 
Uclpadaa la 8-ml•falr. 1 wae •• plea•-4 to llad U.t 
v ... aula will be l'epr••--'- The Fair .,,..,, a 
Uliq .. 0 o:rwutr ,.~ the muu ... el ,., ........ 
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Monday, 
February 12. 1968 

eoNI WEN Tl.AL 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Statu• of the Draft in South Viet-Nam 

You a•ked for a •tatus report on the draft in South Viet-Nam with 
particular reference to action by the Lest •lature. 

The ori1inal Mobilisation Decree was i ■•ued October zs. 1967. 
It was aiped by Ky a• Prime Mini■ter. 

It lowered the draft age from 20 to 18. It also provided for a recall 
of •ome "Yeteran•• mobilization• •peclali•t• and technician• and a ti1hter 
deferment policy. 

When the new A■•embly took office, there wa• criticism in both 
Hou••• of the prevlou• Government'• action. The critichm mainly focu•ed 
on the le1ality of the Government'• action before there wa• a legal legi•lature. 
There wa• ~ diaa1reement i~ either Hou•• as to the nece■ •ity of •ome kind 
of mobilisation decree. 

Mlni■ter of National Defen•e Vy appeared before both Hou••• on 
December 11, the Upper Hou•• in the morning had an open •e•sion, the 
Lower Hou•• had a clo•ed •e••ion ln the afternoon. He de•cribed the 
Decree and aninrered que■tlon• in both Hou•••· He announced the Govern­
ment'• intention to begin drafting 19 year old• on July 1, 1968 and 18 year 
old• on December 1, 1968. 

Both Hou••• have •ince debated the mobilisation que■tion. The 
Upper Hou■e pa•■ed a re•olution on December 28. It aupported the need 
for mobilization measure•. It aaked the Executive to make the term• of 
it• ••cree more •pecific. It aaked the drafth11 ol 18 and 19 year old• be 

g It 11111 I: JI g done only after the 20-33 year old manpower pool waa 
exha1.1•ted. 
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CONF!DENTl1':L 

On January 6, the Lower Hou•e adopted a ■imllar re ■olutio:n u•ln1 
mo■t of the •ame word■• It did ■tate the intention of the Lower Hou•e to 
draft a new mobilisation law but nothin1 ha■ been done on that. 

In effect, the■ e were "•en■e of the Hou■e" re■olution■ and did not 
alter the le1al provi•ion■ of the Decree. Oil February 7, Pre■tdent Thieu 
told ~mba■aador Bunker he intended to bealn drafti111 19 year old■ on 
April 1 and 18 year old■ on July 1. 

On February 9, in hh State of the Nation addre••• Pre■ident Thieu 
announced hi• intention to " ■trlctly enforce the Decree law on partial 
mobilization" and to "carry out immediately the military build-up plan 
ahead of ■chedule. 11 

We hav• a report today that the Government baa pu•hed it• schedule 
fcfluther forward and plan■ to draft 19 year old• be1lnntn1 March 1 and 18 
year old■ bep11nln1 May 1. 

'\'!. W. Ro■tow 

CONFJDENTIAtr 



MEMO.RANDOM TOt S.cretal'y ol State 
S.cnta.,. of Deina• 

JJ, 
Feltrul'y 12, 1968 

Por whatever ual1taace they may IHt, here are the action ltein1 which the 
PrealdeDt ladlcated we ehowd have Cy Vaace take up la S.nl, ... la Sa11oa 
Ulle 1••• 

I. las.w.t 

•• UaderU.. v1eacy ol mllltuy dtuatioa and U. s. dec:lat• to 
depl-, extra battallou; 

-- la pal"tlnlar, r..-at Kore .. permlaaloa for Weldy to ncleple, 
Koreaa fora■ if Mc••••l'J'a aad 1.acau ur ... cy ol reqlllJ'emeat for 
utra Konu. dlYlnoa la Vlet Nam. 

1. 1a sa1ea. 

- • Get full detail• Oil whether 65,000 ••1•t will be reau.da when lt 
will be reaclaeda whea 11. and 19-yeu-.W. will lHt called 11p. 

•• E..,t•• If dvillaa coatractor force la Vlet Nam cannot be•••• 
fully aad 1-..SYely aow, relea.taa rallltary -&1-ria1 Glllt• for 
W1heet priority •at-ria1 taaka, IIOlably la 1 Co1'p8a 

•• Dlacu• with B\lllbr aad Weety whether advaataa•• wou>.• CNtwap 
• ........,.. la Mttta1 up a .. w eomblud commu.4 atructoe, with 
Nn a1 Comtnallftl' la Cbid. W•dJ aa DepdJ, Kore-• aad 
A•a&JPallana to pardct.,.- al ... with VleaJ 

-• Di•••• with Wen, &11111 Buaur whethel' atratepc pidula• to W••tr• 
baNd on priority ta•k• la pel'IM ol criala, woo.lei be belpl1al, laclwlla1 
wllUa.-•• to take ••tbacka la cenala -.c:Oll4a., anaa, 

•• Haff Vaace reriew ■tate of BUTTJCACUP. 

DEC _JASSIFIE 
E.O. 12 ,5 , \..J ec. 3.6 
NL,J 9t - c)O .;}-

By ,h-4:'. , ARA Date ¥--iJjJ 
U:CUT -

w. w • .Roetow 



INFOllMAnoN 

'EOP 91:CltZT 

S_..J', ,e1tnary ll, 19'8 -- 6 :JO pm 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Jw•t for iaformatl-, ycna m1allt waat to kaow 
tlaat tu two U.S. lddpa la tile .M.edlter~•••• were 
Ol"erllowa lty ■om• UAR. 'boar ~•r•. ■ome 41-50 
aa.Ucal mile• offatton. 

AlN attaclMHI: tbe 33 B-52 atrlkea aclle4hale 
la ••port of Kile Saab, pl- a major atrlke on 
tbe Haul C•••l t.ridc•• 

w. w .. .Ro■tow 

"&)P8EeRET 

WWRoatow:rla 



THE NA, ,ONAL MILITARY COMMAND CE.. ER 
WASHINGTON, 0,C, :Z.0301 

MEMORANDUM f.OR RECORD 

11 FebTuaxy 1963 
1700 EST --

. . 
... • :P·•·•· ,o ., ~ • , · • • • - ·, - •-• •-•• M-,, • 

·.Subject: ·uss GF.ORGtto1~N-·°<)pe1·a tions Summf-ry 

_:_, ·: 
' ··•: , .. 

,, . ; : '· . 

1. Th~ · uss GEORGETOWN (AGTR-2) escorted by the USS LAWRENCE 
(DDG-4), is presently located approximately SO nautical miles 
northwest. of Alexandria. 

·. ' ' ·.:; ' ·. ... . ' . 
. ' . 

2. Since· 110426 EST the . two · sh'fps hav·e repo1"ted being over-
f.Lown' tln:,ee separate times by Unit·e<l A1.·ab Republic IL--28 Beagle . 
airc;;aft;--: · rhe 1. two ships were le>catcd at the following distances 
ftoniu the coa·st<when ove1·£lown: 

I ::: :,, c:1. , \11 

ovnRr1idH·f · . "' DISTANCE 

4t; nautical miles l . 
z .. 
3 

4 9 nautical miles · · :. i 

4 7 nautical mile·s · · 1 

· •'.".' / 

3. Commander Sixth Fleet ,: h,::t<sc directe<f the ·foiiowing pre·cau- ; , 
tionary measures: 

a. The USS ROOSEVELT, located in Athens, and three escort­
ing destroyers have assumed a one hour alert for getting under-
way to escort. -~~ 

. 11. One pa.trol aircraft on station continuously providing : 
radar coverage for GEORGETOWN operations. In addition one 
Electronic Warfare (EW) aircraft is providing EW support for 
GEORGETOWN operations dul'ing daylight hours. These, aircraft 
have bean directed to remain at least SO miles from the coast 
of Egypt~ Israel, Lobanon and Syria. 

' c. The T! ... LLAHATCHI COUNTY (.AVD-2) is on a two hou:- notice 
to establish advance base operations. 

Distribution; 
(See page .t) 

-6ECl\l:r 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 

tJ.Cj&• · . ) rl} f°'\ 
< ••. , ~-c,.. .\ . -~o ,.. ~'- ,e.~ . ,. ''-. ---ZWL!.~ 

W.R. MCCLENDON 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Deputy Director £or 
Operations (NMCC) 

_NLJ 2,-11#: . 
• By ~ , NARA, Dai·e$.,Jz..-t>f 

PIIIE8Wat~ - ' - ~ -

-



. l!GP SECBET/LIMDIS 
. ,-~ 
,, , .• l :, ✓ "~ 

THlt JOINT STAF'f' . 
MEMORANDUM 

( ·. ' 

VICTOR 08 
Co. B-S2s) 

THE NA'-"'NAL 'MJLITARY COMMAND CE..___, ER 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20)01 

FOR: : Sen i.or Watch 
Room 

Mr. Benjamin 
Departm~nt 

11 February 1968 
4:30 PM EST 

Offi cer, White House Situation 

H. Read, Executive Secretary, 
of State, c/o Operations Center 

I 

4 :·40 PM · In. South. Vi etnam, · 30 miles northwest. of 
11 February · -Kontum; contains an enemy batta~ip~ pf 
(120540 SVN) the NVA :~6th Regiment, . 

1 
. ' .. ' ) 

VICTOR 60 3:25 AM In South Vietnam, 9 miles no-rth ot }Qw 
Sanh; contains a way station and eitensive 
storage faci lit i es supporting NVA ~c·tioa 

(9 B--52s) . 12 Feb ruary 
1

•• 
1 (12162S SVN) 

VI CTOR 88 
(6.B-52s) 

5:45 AM 
12 February 
(12184S SVN) 

against Khe Sanh . ' · · , . . . ), 

I n South Vietnam, 7 miles 
Khe Sanh; con tains an NVA 
the 325C Division. 

.' ·. i : . I 
nor ~h~ e$~ 

1
of 

Regiment .bf . 

Th~ f ollowing ROLLING THUNDER 57 ALFA strikes are now 
scheduled during the next 24 hours: • 

..:pep SECRET/LIMDIS 

____________ .. . _, __ _ 

I . • f 

:• r 
• .• l 

I 
i 
!' OECtASSIFIED _ · _ . 1 

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 :: · ; 
AF Guide, SEA Records, 4I1 IOj _ _ 

~y. bf!: NARA, Dot~~ z-

.... . 
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I, ' f" 
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! ,· 

,. ' 

' I 

IC ,, 

'I 

TOP S§CRE~/LIMDi 

TARGET AND LOCATION 

Ha.noi ·Rai 1 road/Highwa)' 
Bridge Canal (JCS 13) ·, 
6 miles northe~st of 
Hanoi 

TIME (EST) 
ON TARGET 

7:16 PM 
11 Feb 

7:21 PM 
.. 11 Feb 

3:16 AM 
12 Feb 

SAIGON 
UNIT STRIKE FORCE TIME 

7 AF 12 F-105 120816 

7 AF 12 p ... 105 120821 

7 AP 12 F-105 121616 

'· 
:· 3:21·· :AM·· ' ... •.• 7 AF 12 F·105 ' 

...... : ., ' 

12 Peb 
121621, 

-NR o:~·:· .,,_., FT 
,i.alHl•~ -•--•1..., ... ·~•.L".IJI:: ,.· 1 -~ ~ 1 • ""~. P 

Li · l I r-u:·:~·.·. 7 4 
( ":, :;3 ~~ ~s :~: . ~-:~. ) 

'\} l i:: re Z> ;~ ~: ~f l. 
{ (~ I:: ~· ;:; .? ~; ) 

V~Cf'U>~ c10 
[: S; I:; .:. :•;• :~ ~: ) 

~\.: ,: { ~. 1:: '.?: ,, 
J. :L :F1 

: :; 'b ::· L~ i..! 
( 1 :2 Cr S /: ;:J · S VN ~· 

• (~' ' " ') l ~-. 
. .. ~ I ~ ... • R. 

: ., ;· ~- r . .i f 1. J · t~ -,;.~ (; ,:; t .1 

:~~; -~.: :~ ~~: (~· ? .· .. '. / ' ,; ~~ . ~ ~~ 1_ 

i 1t ~:;i:,·u th I i(~ t: ·1.r..~::'., 
of ,<l.c ::;~tn.1: . ; ,:.:'.:,nr:. :.:·, .... , •? 

}<" V / . ;_~; 0 ti th D ;.., \ / 1. :; :L. c :i ~ : :. · · . · 

,. 'J t,:. :,; cy~.~. ~::'t') "~t:t~.: ~c: ~~i~~r~ l j ••~.r:, -~--\~ L•~- i~: ~- ,·~.c. ,I.:~~. 

.J f , .~:::·J ::::: or11 :- 1.>J;.1. ta.: .--:~- t:; :. :~--·:c· .·•:- .::, 
J. {) (; \·. : ~ :~-(~ ~:~ 4~; :~ .. l :J (_~; rt -!~~ r t~ ; .. ::~- ; . I ~ -; ~ , :~ 1_. t • ••••• 

I,," 

}. ~ ( ) ~! ~! ~~:· ·l ~ 1'd ~ i:: (J ::11' \~ :1 :. Tl ~ I ~;, ·~-~ 

:h~1 NVi ,. 6 6 tl-' :i.eg .'. E.<:; .· :.: 

I n i'::, uu \.!'ii V:i. e·J::: t 2.T: l >. :.:. r:-.. ·:( :~ .:~ : .. :, : · 
~; ~ n. ::4 1 ,; c. c1, l) \ :. t~ ~-) ~-~:, ,~. ;t 'i t .. ">- ·r. \~ .. ~ .~ ::, . ·-~ •:: . 
< ,, .... •• 1 "'•,r ,•, ,•;, :F ,~ 1,·,• _;_l,. •.·.-_·:. ~ . • •' •. ,·. "'.., , r''., ~.•, •, •,'., \,: .. •., .•, ,•• ,r_• .,. __ _ " _ ·.:' 
,,.-,! t , '-.I i~ ,.:..: . ,~; .._. - - · \ - V ,- -

.~. ,j : '.. ~- . ~~ 1'1_~1 ,!_~-1 ~_(; ~.~ :-::L:~ ~ ~ r \) 

,·.c.f , fr11:l(: ',.'.)(Jli; RuL;i. ,Jt\i(~ THU\Dfrn, .!,'/ ALFA .;-·~ -r: .. ;\ l;;S :,:w·:: I.',• '· 

,;;. -c; h (;· ,:i ,. : ~- Ed du :d 1\\~ ·fr.:.:· n f;~, l . l ~1 ~-- o '.U. r 1;. : '. 

I· 
. '' 
" ' 

:·.1. 

1, 

' ;f 

! . ·•. t 
:i 



~OP SI.WU:'F 

MHUN Wltb. tile Pre■ldeat 
Su.day, Fet.rury 111 1!'8 -- 4:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 

L S!PP1emeatary laatructloa to Mr. Vance. (Sec. R:a•k) 

Sec. lla•k'• draft at Tab A. 

2. lle•poa•• to Qea. We■tmorelaad'• ladlcatloa that Tl"OOp B.elaforcemeata 
Woalcl M HelJ!f!l. (Sec. McNamara ud Oea. Wlleeler) 

S. Iacrea•ly Supply LwlrW• at Khe Sa.Db. (Sec. McNamara and Oea. Wlleeler) 

Data at Tu B. 

4. Draft la•tnactlon for Emla•ary to Sa!con. (The Prealdeat) 

Draft at Tab C. 

5. Other Mlllta,;y Problem•. (Sec. McNamara aad Oea. WlaHler) 

Fro1 ml••lle■ ? 
Taua? 

-- l:Mmy &lrcraft? 

6. Wb.at Military laltlatl••• Caa We Undertake? (Sec. McNamara and 
0.a. •-•ler) 

7. Specb. 

I ahall try to 1et you before 4:30 aa outllne of a Prealdeatlal apeecla. 

a. Other. 

W. w. Roatow 

DECLASSlflED 
E.O. 1 356. Sec. 3.4(b) 

\l'hitc Hou,c Guiddi,ncs, Ftb. 24, ~ -, 

fhA1-, NARA, Oate J ~JQ 4 J.. 
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DRAF"r 

Amembassy SEOUL · lMMEDIA'l'E 

S'I.'A'l'E --NODIS 

EYES ONL).7' FOR VANCE FROM RUSK 

Please ask Ambassador Porter to .show you my NODIS 110828 as ba.c:k­

ground for your talk with President Park. 

The views contained there1.n are a iai.r refl~ctton oi the problems 

of public and Congressional opi~ion toward Korea whk~h we would have 

llere i.f the Koreans themselves are not careful.. 'I'h1s typa of materj_al 

should not b'e used by you as a direct tl:u·eat from one Prer;;lderi.t to 

another but tt should be µ.s~d with grea.t force to expose the kinds of 

probler.ns which oui~ Prcsldent wfll face in trying to maintain our support 

ior the Republic of Km.~ea. On that basis, you ca.n b0 ver.y tough indeed 

· because the problems ai·e real. 

If the matter of reduced ROI{ pai•ticipation in Viet:-Narr, comes up, 

you should not hesitate to ,point out that that would require a reduced 

·· US pa1•ti.cipa.tion in Korea. A RO;£( division 5.n Viet-Nam_ .can only be 

replaced by a US division now in. Korea. Further, Viet-Nam is where 

. the~ battle is, and f1•orn a military point of view the problem of infiltrati.on 

can be handled by the large forces present in South Korea. Of course> 
. . 

H North Koi·ea la.,mchos an all-out invasion., tha\: ts another ballgame. 

DECLAS IFIED . · · 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'l1,-~ . 

BY. · NARA Date .,.2;z.c,, 

' . . . . .. . . -------·.. . .... --·- ·-·- . . ---· - . - · - -· -·--·· - - _____ .. _____ -
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But 1l is not 111 our lnterest, or J11 the;i L· . .. ;)rest of tb.a Republic of 

Korea, to have anothel' all-out war in K0:(;a, Hr;nce, it is folly 

!01' the Soutl~ Koreans to take steps which wonld translate an 

ln!il tr.ation pr<?bl em into g,meral hostilities. It's (),asy to get into . 

such hostiliti.es but very hard to bring them to a successful conclusion. 

If Presid<.ml Park a\.templs to extract commi.tmcnts wh1.ch go beyond 

· the terms of ou.r Ti·eaty of AlUan<!e, you should state quita slmply that 
. . . 

no alteration of that treaty liC'fS wit~tn the constitutional. power of our 

President. The treaty stands as agi-eed and ts the primary sourc~ 

oi the Republic of Kore~} s· al)ility to maintain i.tsol.i as a s~cure a11d 

indepen.dent nation. It i.s elementary, for example, that our President 

cannot remove the phraso 11 in acco1·dance wlth its cor1stitu.ti.onal 

proc<.1sscs11 fl~om a Treaty of Alliance. We cannot entertain susp1.c:ions . 
aboul the loyalty of the United States to its alUar,ces at a. t1r.ne when 

· we have just lost 900 killed i11 a ten-day period in Viet-Nam in the 

course➔ of demcmslrattn.g our iidellty. 

Your object 1s to combine an assurance to President Park oi our 

st~adLness and f,e~iousness of purpose with an underst.andlng on hts 

side that we, tpp, have national. interests angagccl in the saioty oi his 

country ctnd in peace in Nortl'ieast Asia, We expect from hiu1 the sarno 

·----- .... . -·-·-· ____ .....,. ____ .,,._,.,,, ____ ... 
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degree of cooperation that he expects from us. If we each have 

. internal publfc problenu;., which differ somewhat, the point is thal . . . 
o~r two :Presidents should in consultation decide how to proceed in a 

way to deal with both sots of problems, We cannot give overriding 

priority to his problems.if, by doing so, we undermine the very 

bafJls o! US 1,;uppol·t to the Republic o:f Kor~a. 

All this means (a) we ·must rrw.1.ntain our war e!iort in Vietnam 

(b) we musl use available channels at Panmunjon to free Pueblo a.nd 

crew (c) wo must act to_g~t.her to i.nsure securi.ty of J(orea (d) we 

· must not take actton on our slde lo convert infilt~aU.on prpblem 

into a majo1· war l.f lt can be avoided and {e) w,~ mu.st each glve 

leadership in ou1' own countries to press and public opinlon in the 

interest or our common purposes. 

---- .. ..: - . _ __.__:..: .. _.~:--.:. ....:....~. . ·---~-; .:. .. ~:.: ;_ __ .. . . -............ ····-· _...,,.:,:.;.,_ .. •,.~......, .. ·-



. . -

. . . 

• • I I 

~, ..,; .~ iJ 

. .. . ... 
... o\,11(;>:1!lbatrny . Sl'~OU'L · · . ' I .. 

... 
~ i 7. 

S'J.'Nf."e 11.0~28 

~s 01.1.e who hns bec~n inti\':iately i.nvolved wi.th Kcn:ori i:;:t.nce 

t:~13:t -wa are de~l:tn~ with a11 esps,~i~lly scnsttivc p~opla ~ 

·somctiu1es clll.lod thc-1 QUO'l'E I:i:ish .of tho Far. East ui~qu,:;:~l. 1 

. 
Syngm~n ru.).ee perlocl. I t.h:tnk. 7. understfmcl fully the z.etm:lri.e 

ab~ut the~r S\tpm: se.1.1f.d.tivS.ty ~ 

The one. thi11g lvhich is 110.: .tolerable back here is 

their suspicion ~bout. 01.1r b.::.si.c mot:i.ves and·: pu~poses. HC:! 

S/S ... Mt, . Raad 

...... .. . .... 

______________ ... ,, ___ .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec.' 3.4 

... 

/ ~J :}3 3t.o_1 . 
V~ • NARA. Dace We "" f/,, {p 



... 
1>1\'n•, . 2 ,·f (·,,,,,,,, ... , .. , to J.n ~c.;;..·-·--- J . ,,. ,,.,. ••• ···---·- · · . --·--·--... ··-·•-t•--···· 

t:ot:-aJ. l:farsh~lJ. J?J.a11) :t.n e.concl,·tlc encl mil~t~iry asb:Lstaric.(=. . . . 
.• . 

i:~cently r~assiv~fy ,:einfo1:ccd ,m.r ai~ pcme.r ;n l{o:rc-::.!l. ca1d th~-, .a.r:.:i:~c1i.z'.tc 

potentiaJ.ly c1it)astrous res\.llte for both cotmtries. 

.. . . -· 
St:c.l:cs hns c1oi1e its f.u.ll. shn:ce b, SU.IJ!JC,xt:i.ng t;hese CC>,i.l;lOl.l 

.. 
l.r,.t(;::.c~st::;. 

We expec:.t i,o lesu from the Kor.emu •• 

I asst.ll~e th.at the South l{ol:'can press has hru.i :tt:s attent::-1.on c~llcd 

Heat; t:he ?~c.oc u::Q.uo~E . . 

m~wt not h~ nngr.y 1'l~NtSC3 I (:am10~ ple,t~-'G i1, ~ch,~\)Ce to ba f~ l:i..:::.;, 
. \. 

ha.v3 t\O clol:.b·:: th.·it~ th,\,;/ bavo b~on \';\1_3tcd }::>y som~ of t:ho o~ce~~~;.va --~ ., 
. ,·,. \. 

. ... -. . . , ... .. 

- ~ ·---·· ··---------------· . . . ~-----·--------·---·-----·--~-- -



I 
l . 

. . : '\ . __ ;..•-~·. . , , 
\ . . 

· J>.,r,,:~.3.Tor t~lc2nn:, ~:~---0~-~mliii.sl(!Y __ fi~';)_!. -·· ·---"·-····-·-··----··· ...... _ 
I 

! 
· & p~~ula tJ.oi.1· by . ncme ~ .. ~'"~~)":ica,1 icpc)rt:c~~-. C>;;'\ t:n~t pa.r.·t ici.-..l~r.- point • 

... 
·};y .sc-:;pe.r,a_to cab leis wet a71:e s,~ndiL:3 y~u .. e,·.:ot.her let:t:cn:- :frcra. the 

hav~ Jur;t scei.1 tickers of a .bacl~sr.ou·~\der ~o:'tlem.1.Ci! out: there ep~•?a:r.2r~~1y 
"t·}'hicb. 

held \~1i:~,:w,,s help:fu~., l{eep givinS4 ur;; you;: ·b~l',t judim::;~t and w~ x~iJ.'L 

.RUSK 

I • 

- ·•·····• .. /. 

• 

.... . . 



- .-a.30Hi3~ EY-.SS 01\"LY 

Sunday, February 11, 1968 

This is the seventh report on the ,•J(h'e · $'ri:.r.i;., · .. ,:ea and coveres a period of 24-
hours ending at midnight last night. 

During the r eporting period the Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding 
"' "'"'a con.,_; nued to recei·ve C"'''O.,..'-' ·o'~ r> ... ,.,,.,"'-L-L" :"\,.,. · _ ... ,;;c" ~ .. · .•. ~ ,-.-~-- · · ·ro~i-,.. ...... ""~.,. · a"'~-· C....L V l,.,. - '-.I i;_I ... 0.. : .;...,. ..:. , . • ~.~- • .l/ ·<.:;, .I. ,I,, : ••• 11.!V!. \.IV.4 .:.J ) . . "-,. ....... -.:.= ,..,..:,. Q , 4~•~ .... ' 

occ&.s ior..al artillE~ry r ouna.: Between 7:17 February 10 and noon Fe"i:;r..i.ary 10 
units had brief exchanges of small arms fi~e and grenades on the western 
end of the perimeter and western outposts resulting in three enemy killed. 
At 7:15 February 10 a trip flare exposed 14 enemy just west of Khe San:-. 
near the wire. An exchange of fire resulted in one enemy killed. At noon 
February 10 lights ~ere spotted moving between Hills 861 and. 881S, and rr.etallic 
noises were heard. Lights and noises were fired on with unknown results. 
Tactical air strike runs during the period resulted in four secondary ex­
plosions. 

Several enemy encroachments toward friendly positions and increasing enemy 
pressure was noted during the period. ~:W.rine~:-. in the area contir'l'\.:so::tc( .JJf£: 
prove ·their ·defens i ve -- positions· with-:• emphasis '"on e.nti--tank ·de:' :;:nsc·. Cb 
F'ebruary 10, 136 mines "'were·~emplac'ed· s·outh~iest 'of the· airfield. A review 
of all 106m.~ recoilless rifle, 3.5 rocket launchers, light-antitank weapon, 
and tank positions has been conducted to ensure complete coverage of all 
likely tank approaches. 

Lates t information received on the Via.rine C-130 crash which was reported 
yesterday reveals that the aircraft is believed to have received 50-calioer 
ms.c:iine gun fire on its approac:h. The aircraft was loaded with POL ..,,hie:-. 
caught on fire and burned upon landing resulting in two killed and four 
wounded in critical condition and three missing. Search continues for tr.e 
missing. DJ.ring the period a total of 2,985 rounds of various caliber a~d 
types of mortar/artillery was fired in response to enemy efforts in the area. 

Yrirfr.:,e·• ·tacticar·a:fr. ·r 1e,i "' 6!1-· -sori'i~~•; :·llni!~·tte·-Navy·-:rJ"e-;,1::~.:i.o-2 ·:~iid.c,r~s-. :f:°oi,:-"£ 
t otal ·of 287 so;tii::s_: Aside from the·· tactical strikes mentioned, t.here were 
five additional secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires, 42 enemy killed, 
two bridges datnaGed, and 193 military structures destroyed. 

Wec.tr,,)1.' corit'ir.u.c:'s · to iian.rpc-:c-v i su&l .j:ec'omiaissancc,·and·. zt-rikes ,. Tnere were 
no · ·sig.'l.tinc;s of enemy vehicles. · · ... · .. ·· ··· · ·· ·· ·· · · .. · -~ 

T~}-_;:-ty:..8i t;~i.t B752 _~:".i1:r'c'r a~t';)~_o.P,-:'}fi}Cs'.t r i 1ti~j during the period delivering s. 
total 975 tons of ordnan~e in the Niagara area. 

Ti.\b. ·s.ir:::ieJ:C( Z:-~]{.lif.:_'$a:1fil:~i S::-:-6"s;cX~:i;_Ii ·:ol1erati_~~ following the C-130 crash of 
yesterday, and received a total of 53 short tons of supplied. T'ne resupplies 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
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By Cb , NARA Date ~- l-C\ 



r epresented four of the five cla.szes, class I, rations, excepted. Unfavcrable 
\.'eather ·continues to effect o.ir resupply in the northern hie;tlc.nd:::; nowcv8r, 
early sorties were able to land 011 February ll, without the aicl of t he ground. 
control facility. Requisitions received. from Khe Sa.nh on t:·ie nic;nt of 
February 10 arc being scheduled for air delivery or air drop on February 11. 

The Khe Sanh dump or ammo supply point status reported:::.:::. number of days 
on hand on February 11 is as follows: Class I: ·F::.:-i.ti,):-:i.s , 10 . J;.;.y::; . c,ri :1s:u:_; 
Class III: ~vie.:t.1. c,n ··fuel, :.•12 d.a~rs on ha~d., jet fuel, 4 days on hand; r:-.otor 
fuel, 6 days on hand and diesel fuel, 6 days on hand; Class V: _n:·::::. J.niticr-::;, 

:ti.O:r.m· c:nd. hic;h exp],.Dsive; 12 dt~y"s_· cr1· hard; 81mm, 17 days on hand; ':)Or:-~n, :A c.a.ys 
on hand; ·4.2 inch sh~ils, 36 d.ays on hand; 105mm, 10 days on hand. and. 155rr=., 
25 days on ha.nd. Class V (firecracker). 105 rr.m, 5 days on he.nd.; l55r.-.:n, · 
5 days on hand; 40mm, 5 days on hand and hand g~enades, 10 days on hand. 
Tne ammo supply point status of anti-tank ordnance, not including basic leads 
on position is as follows: 90m.~ head, 478 rounds; 66mm rocket, 190 rounds; 
VJ.19 mines, 100 mines and 106mm head, 316 rounds. NOTE: Firecracker a~crio is 
COFRA.M. 

No COFRA.~ type ordnance was used during the period. 

For the next 24-hour period Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support 
of Khe Sanh, while the Air Force has 76 scheduled and the Navy nas 100, for 
a total of 220 sorties. Tne Marines will have 16 aircraft on call for additional 
runs, and the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Five A:rc Light 
strikes (33 sorties) are scheduled in support of the Khe Sanh area. 

The weather for the afternoon of February 10 was marginal and deteriorated to 
poor after noon EST with zero visibility in fog by 3:00 PM EST, Februa~y 10. 
Heather conditions continued to be poor through the · morning of February 11. 
Tne forecast for the afternoon of February 11 is for marginal weather conditions. 
'E'-J 8:00 AM EST fog and low clouds will cause poor weather which will, last until 
10:oo· AM EST on the 12th of February. Conditions should improve to ::;argina.l 
with cloud ceilings increasing to 1,200 feet by rn±d.-night February 11. 

Lao person...'1el evact:.ated from Khe Sanh and now located at Da.!·Iang for on­
shipment to Laos, total 114. Four persons remain to be evacuated on February 
11, including the BV-33 battalion commander. Arrangements are underway to 
transport the Lao personnel to ultimate des•t;ination by Lao aircra.i't. 
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Draft Instruction for Em.is sary to Saigon 

You will make an independent assessment of the military and political 
situatiqn, with special reference to the following. 

1. The situation of the ARVN, including the RF and PF. 

How many of the SO% who were on leave during Tet have 
returned? 

What measures are being taken to assemble the rest? 

With maximum effort, how rapidly could the rest be 
assembled? 

What is the situation with respect to the RF and PF? 

What efforts are being undertaken to reestablish their 
links with the central government and to insure that they hold 
a maximum part of the countryside and engage, along with ARVN 
forces, in exploiting the possible weakness in certain areas of 
Viet Cong, guerrilla and provincial main force units? 

How soon can Hue and Saigon be thoroughly cleaned up? 

When are the weak corps commanders, divisional command~rs, 
and province chiefs to be removed? 

What is the earliest possible date when they can get through 
the new provisions for drafting of 18 and 19 year olds? 

In the light of the changed situation, does som.e redeployrn.ent 
of U.S. forces within South Vietnam make sense? For exa1nple, moven1ent 
of some battalions of the 9th Division out of the Delta make sense? 

2. In general, you will convey the view from. Washington that the enemy 
is putting us to the maximum military test of wh.i.ch he is now capable. He 
may have other surprises for us aside from the scale and weight of the attack 
on the cities. He n1ay be planning to achieve a situation of maximum 
advantage and then try to force us into a negotiation on his terms. It 
therefore se e ms essential to us that every military and political resource 
in side South Vietnarn be pushed to the limit, not merely to sur.rive his 

- -. attacks but to pre sent to the enemy and the wc,rld a picture of: 

Military initiative with respe ct t o both the cities and th e 
countryside; D~IFIED 

Autbori ~ fu ~ 7---?9 
fly~. NAIIA. 0- ,J./o 7 l--
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Political vitality on the part of the governn1ent; and 

Maxilnurn political unity between the government and non-
Communist political groups. · 

3. In talking with Thieu and Ky, you should make clear that we wish 
to see it through at their side. If we are to be permitted to do so by 
American public opinion, they must move fast t~ing their forces back 
to strength; wherever possible to get the forces <in under direct pressure 
into an active role to exploit the weakened position of the enemy; to 

assure that those who did not perform well in the current crisis are promptly 
replaced; to exploit the present crisis for a ruthless attack on corruption; 
to reestablish total security in the cities. 

The enemy is obviously involved in a do- or-die offensive. He 
. may confront us soon with a diplomatic offensive. No one can do the job 
for the Vietnamese that must be done in the days ahead. They must do it 
for themselves. If the Vietnamese can act with political and military 
vigor, we can stay together and turn the enemy's urban offensive to our 
advantage. 

I ' 

• 

SECrtET 
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8-..lay, Feltnary 11, 1968 
4:15 p.m.. 

Mr. Pre•Weatt 

Here l• the kind of reportma and 
rallyta, •P"Ch J011 may wlah to make. 

W. W. llostow 

WWRoatow:rla 



Outline of Speech for the Pres ldent 

1. The Enemy' a Wlgter .. Spring Offenelve 

- • What we knew beforehand.: Maximum enemy effort, th.en 
aegotlate on ht. term•. 

-• What actlon'ti we took: 102 of 106. battalions by Christmas: warnlng 
allle• (Ca.nberrah reject enemy 7-day truce and cancelled I Corp1 
truce; U.S. force• on full alert. 

•· Neverthele••• Irr seer cy and v1elatlng Tet, .lm.ponant tactical 
surpdae waa achieved 1A the citl••· 

2. Results thus fa:r. 

Poaltlve: .. The people dld not revolt; -- cttles and towns held by the 1overnment; ... Al\ VN fought well; -- Government united and worked well wlth people on rellefi 

-· very heavy enemy caaualties ll)filcted and weapons loat 
'by enemy. Two llaure ■ wholly consistent. Abo ma.ny 
prl&oaer• tak a . 

Negative: •• troep,Scon.-ceatrat d on clty protection; -- clvlllan easualtlea, deetiuctlon, aad refugee. (Appeal 
for private rellel ald?) 

severe ARYN and U. S. caeualtle•, although better than 10/1, -- aome temporary dl•ruptiCi>n of paclficatlon: .. DMZ .. Khe Saab battle ■till to be fought • 

,. Where ar We? 

We are 1A the mJdst of a great battle., perhapa the cUmactlc battle 
of the Vietnamese war. We Americans hav been there before: from 
Saratoga to Gettyebur1; from the Battle of the Bulge to the Communist 
offellSlve• in Korea 1n April and May 1951. We keep our heads; we pat the 
handwrlngera aelde: and 1•t on wlth the bualnee ■• 

4. What Shall We Do? ..... -
Work wlth the Vletname■e to expand and modernize their force•? 

Work wlth the Vletname ■e 1D relief aJld recovery of the citlea and 
towns? 

·' • , 'I 

7 
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-· Move rapidly to the 525, 000 men we planned. 

.... Make eure Weety and our men go lnto the battle• ahead wlth 
everythlng they need at hand and a united America back home. 

5. Negotiate? 

Of couree, we want peace. Ha.Jlol knowe the klnd of peace we want 
and are prepared to negotiate. But we shall make eure that, having falled 
1n hla ruthle•• and brutal assault on the llle of the cltl•• and towns, the 
eneniy doe• not achieve bf dlplo~y and political preaa\ll'e and 1olt 
headllline•• what he failed to achieve 1n th• Tet attacks. We shall not 
abandon the people who voted for a Coaetltutlon, who voted for President 
and Vlc• President, who voted for a Senate and a Lower House, who turned 
thelr backe on the Communists when they appealed for an uprising. 

When the other 1lde 1• ready to talk about peace, we ahall be ready. 
But we have had enough of phoney peace feelers and chicanery. It mu1t be 
the real thing. 

: 
- . --i "\ 

·~ ..... ·r --·; 
..,; ~-- .. 



lNFOllMA TION 

- HClli!T " 

SGIMlay, Felanal'J' 11, 1968 
J:30 Jhlll. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Thla la the mllltar,-polltlcal 
••••••mut ol pruuly the be■t 
(or one of the two beet) Vletaam••• 
Corp9 cornma .. ra. 

A■ la the U. s. , tb.e lower hOGae 
la O. K. ; the Seaate l■ awlq no.able. 

W. W. R.oatow 

TDCS 315/00511-68 (aclvaac:e) 

S■e.B:ZI 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIF1ED 
Authority RAC t>q7 3t., 
By Ah/~ NARA, Date ¥-th- 7 ~ 
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' fHE WHITE HOUSE 
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Sunday, February 11, 1968 
. 3·:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

This is the military- political 
assessment of probably the best 
(or one· of the two best) Vietnamese· 
Corps commanders. 

TO WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOt1 
S50 ACS! DA As in the U.S., the lower house .· 
SSO A.RLINGTON HALL STATION 
AFSSO USAF 
,CNO 
DIA/ ISIC 
JCS ' 
NIC 
DIRNSA COMMAND CENTER ' 
STATE < RCI> 
CIA-OCI 

; is O. K. ; the Senate is giving trouble. 

SANITIZED 
.E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 9,- ~t>Q 

Y ~ , NARA Date 1~11) -9 8 W. W. Rostow 
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SE TION 
COUNTRY 
DOI 
SUBJECT 

OF TWO 

1.S(c) 
3.4(b)(1) : 

ACQ 
SOURCE 

SOUTH ViETNAM 
11 FEBRUARY 1968 
III CORPS ANALYSIS OF GOALS 
OF VIET CONG .:. Or E SIVE . AND _ OF -THE GOVERNMENT'S 
HANDLING OF THE PROBLEi1S RESULTING FR0:-1 THE ATTACKS 

SAIGON Cll FEBRUARY 1968) 

SUMMARY: AS OF 11 FEBRUARY, III CORPS __ . 
WAS OPTHiISTIC ABOUT THE GENERAL SITUATION AND , DOBUTED 'fHERE UOULD: 

-_ 1.S(c) 
3.4(b)(1). 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

BE A SECOND VIET CO~G CVC) ATTACK ON SAIGON. HE FEELS VC LOSSES WERE 
HEAVIER THAN STATISTICS WOULD INDICATE, SINCE MANY OF THE VC WHO . 
WERE LOSTltr-ERE OFFICERS, CADRES AND HIGHLY TP.A!NEu s.~PPERS .. HE 5ELI°EVES _; 
·THE HIGH PERCENTt.GE OF NORTH VIETNAt·lESE Ai1JONG THE ATTACKERS INDICATES 
VC RECRUITHENT DIFFICULTIES. ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY HAS NOT GIV.Ei~ UP HIS PLAN . . . 

. . 
FOR VICTORY, HE ~ILL HAVE TO CHANGE HIS STRATEGY;~-IS ·· 
CONVINCED THAT 'THE ATTACK ON SAIGON VAS NOT _ A DIVERSIONARY EFFORT· -t .. 

! BUT RESULTE:D FR0~•1 A GENUINE VC BELIEF. THAT THEY COuLiJ TAKE OV£R 
THE CITY AND SET up ''A PEOPLE'S GOVERl~rlENT. "ALTHOUGH THE vc WERE 

·1.S(e) 
~.4(b)(1) 

CORRECT IN THEIR BE!L IEF THAT : THE PEOPLE DISLIKE THE GOVERNMENT, O_F _ . . • ) \- -;,: ., _'/( 
VIETNAM CGVN) Ai'i'D THE LEADERSHIP . IS DIVIDED, .·THEY 'FAILED . TO TAKE : ~_.::., _· .-~\\ :-\ ''\\;}~~i­
ACCOUNT OF VARIOUS Cot1PENSATING FACTORS; ' INCLUDING THE ._Fo'LLOWING:'1 : :",_ :~/ :·:~le11i:t?)%;\ 
C 1) DESPITE THEIR DISLIKE OF THE GVN, THE PEOPLE STILL : PREFER _ IT TO· THEH~//:;;;;:J 
.VC; (2) THE HIL_ITARY STANDS ·BEHIND THE GVN AND IN TIMES OF CRISIS THE•.;. - · %,Z~J ;r)itf.;4 
MILITARY IS UNITSD. THE ·VC WERE f\LSO M~STAKEN ABOUT THE MOnALE ·OF.,: ARV_N;t~~~;;j~iJ. 

· WHICH FOUG.HT VERY \1ELL .. ·,IN 'FACT, ___ THINKS THE FIGHTING _ .. NAY \'. HAVE,)+~--~,{~:1:"f--i 
-SERVED AS A -TVRiH:'lG POINT, SINCE ,ARVN NOW KNOWS IT CAN DEf.EAT T_HE·:VC ·~-IN,f,J~)~) 
BATTLE. - IS LESS OPTIMISTIC · ABOUT THE PRESENT STATE OF--~OVE.RNNENT -' .. ::s:'.-.,'"f\ ; .. :;~ ~:·:.­

·. AFFAIRS Ai~D IS DUBIOUS ABOUT THE CHANCES OF SUCCESS OF .THE·· NEW · .TASK FORCE·~t~,:~t~>; 
. . ' . . . ,;: ~- ); ~;~'.~.J~91·f(~'· 

BECAUSE OF ITS DOi1INATION BY CIVILIANS WHO, IN HIS OPINION, . ALWAYS HAVE --'.~~/~··.· .. ··· ·· 
DIFFICULTY Ii~ GETTING THINGS. DONE AND ARE HOPELESSLY LOST IN A CHI~.:... . . . 
ALTHOUGH HE HAS No · PLANS TO -- TAKE STEPS TO ACCOMPLISH SUCH A THI~3, - -
THINl<S TH~ arsT St~LUTION -TO' THE G\/ ~'l' S PROBLEi•lS l~OULD BE TO Ai·i2l~D THZ . . 1.S(e) 
CONST ITUT iQ;,J TO ALLO ~; VI CE PRESIDENT KY TO SERVE ALSO AS · PR !ME tHN I::i'!'ER. · - 3.4(b)(1) 

- A?PRO'IES Or TH£ ;;TTITUDE T0 1.JARD -THE GVN OF THE LOWER !-!OUS2 SI~~£ ' 
TliE CRISIS B£Gt.:~ BUT IS VERY CRITICAL OF THE SENATE• S ATTITU:JES, INCLLlJI~ _ _- ·_.:· · __ 

. .. . . . - ··· 
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ITS PRiTENSION CF SEING COMPCTENTT TO lNVlSTIGATE AND -DETERMINE.IF .THE! 
ARl'iED -FJ::!CE:S uEFi~mi:::o '.!"~~ PC:Of>LE PHO?ERLY. END SU,C""'\RY. . 
-· 1. ON 11 Fl!:13RUARY l'_:,_;c3, -·· ,·. 

III CORPS WAS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
' · THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM <SVN) • . HE 

FEELS THAT THE ENEt·lY. MADE AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO CAPTURE ' 
SAIGON AND TH.C\T HIS DECISIVE DEFEAT HAS SHORTENED THE 
WAR BY AT LEAST SIX MONTHS ~ND WILL BRING AN ALLIED 
MILITARY VICTORY IN 1968. 

2 •. - · coNTliWES TO BELIEVE· THAT IT IS UNLIKELY 
THAT THERE WILL BE A SECOND ATTACK, SH11LAR TO THE FIRST, 
ON SAIGON, IF AN ATTACK SHOULD COME IT WILL BE ESSENTIALLY 

1 AN ATTACK BY FIRE," HJ WHICH THE ENEMY WILL UTILIZE HEAVY 
MORTARS AND PROCKETS BUT NO MAJOR GROUND FORCES. THE 
HEAVY LOSSES SUSTAINED ·sy THE ENEMY DURING THE FIRST 
ATTACK WILL MAKE IT I~POSSIBLE FOR HIW TO MOUNT . 
ANOTHSR M:~.JO?. OFF£rJSIVE AGP.H~ST SAIGON FOR AT LEAST THREE 
on FOUR 1-:() :.:·i:-Hs i'.\ND POSS I6L Y NOT BEFORE TH'S WA;:? EN;)S. 
<FIELD CQ(;~{·lE:~JT. . -7 FEBRUARY, At.SO REPORTED THAT 

■-CONSIDERED IT HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE VC WOULD 
LAUNCH A SECOND ATTACK ON SAIGON.) 

3. --■- FEELS TH.tff, IN SOME RESPECTS, ENEMY LOSSES 
ARE EVEN HEAVIER THAN THE STATISTICS INDICATE. THE ENE£1Y 
NOT ONLY LOST OV~R HALF OF HIS ATTACK FORCE, BUT 
SUFFER~□ AN ESPECIALLY SERIOUS BLOW IN HEAVY LOSSES 

,~ At·l01'!G TH2 OFFICERS AND LEADER CADRES. A LARGE NUMBER OF 
·. SAPPERS, WHO WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO REPLACE, WERE 

KILLED. MORALE OF ENEMY TROOPS UNDOUBTEDLY HAS DROPPED -
SHARPLY DESPITE EFFORTS BY THE VIET CONG (VC) AND THE 
GOVERiJMENT OF NORTH VIETNAN <DRV) to KEEP· THE CADRES AND 
TROOPS FR0:1! LEARiHNG THZ FULL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEFEAT. 

4. - SAID THAT THE FACT THAT ENEt11Y TROOPS 
~JHICH ATT.!\CKED SAIGON WERE, ON THE WHOLE, VERY YOUNG 1

' 

AND POORLY TRAINED A ND THAT HA N.Y WERE NEW RAQLACE- . 
i•lE:i'iTS n: TH2Ia ;J~JITS DID NOT INDICATE THP.T THE ENEMY 
H~D C;Jf.;;.; ITT:CD POOR TROOPS UH ILE HOLD ING THE GOOD ONES 
Hl RESERVE. A REPRESENTATIVE CROSS SECTION OF THE 

:Em::,;y TROOPS KILLED AND CAPTURED IN · THE SAIGON . 
CAMPAIGN DOES NOT DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THOSE 
CAPTURED Hi OTHER MAJOR ENGAGEMENTS. HOWEVER, THE . 
HIGH PERCENTAGE OF ~ORTH VIETNANESE ARMY CNVA) 
REPLACE: i·iEi1iTS IN \JC UNITS IS 'SIGNIFICANT. THE VC ARE 

f.FINDING IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO GET INDIGENOUS ~· 
REPLACEMENTS AND ,ARE BECOMING MORE DEPENDENT ON NVA . 
PERSONNEL. · . . . . . 

5. -.c·sAID THAT THE ENEMY OBVIOUSLY HAS NOT . ( 
. GIVEN UP J-lI:::i PLAN FOR VICTORY BUT WILL CHANGE ITS · ' . 

STRATEGY. THI:: ACTIVITY WILL BE DESIGNED TO WORSEN THE·: 
~·LIFE Or THE PEOPLE; ESPECIALLY THE REFUGEES, IN THE ·· 
... HOPE THAT T_HEY . ~HL!, .. CAUSE ADDITIONAL; PROBLEMS,.: [ORfl'.JiE 
• .. _. GOVERNMENT. ~EXPECTS THAT·:.JHE~.ENEMY :.W_ILLf.i;':'./?::l .. :~~~ 
·'.: ·· A. MAKE A_. HAJOR EFFORT -: TO :CUT '. ROUTES ;; LEADING t '".J,,; 
. INTO . SAIGON · IN ORDER -TO DISRUPT .. THE '-ECONOMIC LIFE·:OF,·;1 

· THE CAP ITAL. ·.\ .. _~.,..:"!•"":"·J•-- ·~· ···--·~~,..~.~~:~~ .. ~ ·\ ·:.-.. ~·::){,:~~:~:>•.~7J.~~ 
B. LAUNCH A'"MAJO.R · POLI1ICAL·. OFFENSIVE~~( ::. ·.:·,:~·J;;.;::f 

'.' DESIGNED.TO sow· DISUNITY A~IONG ·-THE :PEOPLE','',?'ESPEClALLY: 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b~(1) 

· . .. 

1.5(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

I , , 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

'._ THOSE IN ·r HE REFUGEE CENTERS . IN' THE .' CA?TIAL. :_ .... ·. ·~--.:'Y<i ,~r{ . . . .• . ,, · ;.:r,.~" .-~"'•" 
. · '·. .. C PO ... S IBL Y LAUNCH. TERRORIST ATTACKS~ ON · .. ' --'·: ·: -~,:,:•;.J· ;,:. ~· :".'.;J: : ::i .. ·•.•· • '. ,;-;. ;-.·.,. ,f.:: ,::r::"'-'~:··~:;-: ~1-v.:<:i 
~ · ~ ·· · ·· ., ·· · · , . ·. ·.··· · •· .- , . · ·,; :f ·?;r&}i/: 

NNNN 
1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

-· .. . : 
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. ~ E T 
L. L SECTION OF TWO CITE 

' . , 

VITAL INSTALLATIONS IN SAiGON, · SUCH AS THE · \:/ATER 
WORKS AT T~U DUC. 

6. --■· SAID THAT THE NUMBER OF ENEMY TROOPS · 
REMAIMI~G . !N SA!20N PROPER-IS VERY· S~ALL AND THAT 
ENEMY ACTIVITY ·DURI~~ THE NEXT FtW DAYS WILL BE MAINLY 
LIMITED TO SNIPER AND POSSIBLY TERRORIST ACTIVITY. 
HOUEVER, - -FEELS THAT THE PRESENT CURFEW . SHOULD, 
AND WILL, BE EXTENDED FOR· AT LEAST ONE MONTH OR LONGER. 
THE HOURS ·oF CU:ffEW WILL BE REDUCED GRADUALLY, BUT IT 
WILL BE SOi1iE THlE BEFORE THE MORE LIBERAL HOURS OF 
THE ?RE-CURFEW IS JUSTIFIED BECAUSE SECURITY IS 
PREDOMINANT IN THE NINOS OF THE PEOPLE AND THEY FIND IT 
REASSURING TO S~E SOLriIE~~ -AND POLICEMEN, SIDE-BY-SIDE, 
l!iATCHING OVER THE Et4PTY STREETS AT NIGHT. 

1.6(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

7. rs CONVINCED THAT THE vc ATTACK ON SAIGO~ WAS NOT SiMPLY 
A DIVERSIGJ:\RY ·EFFORT OR DESIGNED TO PRODUCE A PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY 
ONLY H..:": IS CERTAIN IN HIS OWi~ CHND THAT THE VC GENUHELY BEL!EVZD 1_.S(e) 
THEY COULD TAKE OVER SAIGON AND SET UP A 'REVOLUTIONARY "PEOPLE'S . 3.4(b){1) 
_GOVERNI•ll:ff" HE HAS, . FOR EXAMPLE, SEEN A NUHBER OF CAPTURED DOCUMENTS 
"AND PROCLAMATIONS WHICH THIS PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT WAS TO PROMULGATE · 
AFTER IT TOOK OVER. -FEELS THE VC BASED THEIR HOPES FOR SUCCESS ON 
THREE IDEAS: . · . . · . 

A. THE PEOPLE . HATED THE GOVERNMENT. OF VIETNAN CGVN) AND WOULD RISE 
UP AND OVERTHROW IT ' IF THE MEANS TO DO SO WERE AT HAND. 

B. GVtl LEADERSHIP WAS SO SERIOUSLY DIVIDED THAT IT WOULD COLLAPSE . .- ;·;~," ._.:. 
CO[riPLETELY IF CONFRONTED BY A "SERIOUS AND CONTINUING CRISIS. /·>:~-:: . .-.'.t'::.,;· 

C. THE MORALE OF ARVN OFFICERS AND MEN WAS VERY LOW, AND THE TROOPS//:>'..-/\ ;.: 
~OULD GIVE UP OR FLEE WHEN CONFRONTED WITH A DETERMINED ENEMY _; -·.>{;:_.;· .. ::.) .'.: \ 

. rORCE. . . · . . . . · · •;._;:_._ .. _ ::; ·· ;, ·_ ._, 
8. -- SAID THERE WAS A GOOD DEAL-OF -TRUTH IN THE' ENEMY ANALYSIS., . ~ •. 1_":~ :: ';·:, . 

, THE E~~ t-tISTfl.KE WAS TO OVERLOOK A NUt-'iBER OF COt1PENSAT ING FACTORS.. ·.:~.r,}.~· -.i:/i-t .. 
. WHILE MOST PEOPLE DO NOT LIKE OR AT BEST ARE INDIFFERENT TO THE GVN,· _.'\\:'. ~;~i-

- MA i~Y STRONGLY DISLIKE THE VC. IF COMPELLED TO t·1AKE A CHO ICE, A . ) / ·. 3A(~0 
MAJORITY WOULD CHOOSE THE GVN OVER THE VC. HATRED OF THE VC .. ·,, . :·:. 
INVOLVES A NUMBER OF FACTORS~ CATHOLICS, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE STRONGLY · · . . ·.' .- ... 

. OPPOSED TO ANY COMMUNIST REGIME 'AND WILL TAKE ACTIVE STEPS TO AVOID -. 
ONE. ALTHOUGH THE VAST MAJORITY OF ·THE PEOPLE .IN SAIGON HAY NOT LIKE 
THE GVN, THEY DO LIKE THE STANDARD OF LIVING IT PROVIDES. A CYCLO 
DRIVER, FOR EXAt-1PLE, MAY BE POOR BUT HE ENJOYS_ A HIGH STANDARD OF . 
LIVING COit.?ARED TO THAT OF A NORTH VIETNANESE. . 

9. -FJOTED THAT THE ENEMY ALSO ERRED IN PLACING TOO MUCH H1P0R-
TANCE ON THE REPUTED FRICTION BETWEEN PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU AND 
VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO KY AND THE INCONPETENCt OF PRIME MINISTER 
i·¥3UYEN VAi~ LOC. IN DOING SO, HE OVERLOOKED THE FACT THAT THE NILITARY 
INSTITUTION LENDS BEHIND-THE SCENES co·HESIVENESS TO THE GVN APPARATUS 
MJO TH.O.T IN TIMES OF CR ISIS THE t{ILITARY IS ALWAYS FIRt1LY UNITED. 

ALSO FEELS THE ENEMY PUT TOO MUCH CRF.CDF.I.Jr.i;: TN i;"ORF. H~N PRJ::~S 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 



·. . - .. · . . :, • ·· ·. . . . : . :: . : . .-. ·~·<.- ''.-'.-:_ ,:·.·.~-·,. :~'. __ --:~--- .'. ~:--:·?I::·:: .... ~- . 
.. ,·'. · nv(.Su,il ~ . 1-,ou·1 u 'i' i-u:.-·uNwi°LLTNl.:i~::l-u1•--1rnViif ' urffT·~-l .. U ~-lGltl"~· "'.-lN 'THE . AC"I'UAt-,.--=::-:~ 
• EVEt-:!T ,.. B_OTH OFFICERS A~1\. MEN FOUGHT WELL EVEN WHEN.~ACING SUPEBIOR . ~ ... _-
' - FORCES. -FEELS, :· -;'FACT, THAT THE RECENT VC ;. ·.1.)TACKS MAY BE A . · .• ··· = . 
-~ TURNING PO!NfsINCE MORA.LE IS NOW HIGH AND THE OFFiCERS AND MEN KNOW · ,:,. , ·•'.·.,> · 

THEY CAN DEFEAT THE· ENEt1YEVEN IN AN AL-OUT ATTACK. -ADDED THAT . ·f~) 
HE WAS PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY THE REACTION OF THE PEOPLE·. THEY 3:4(6)(1) · 
DID NOT PANIC, THEY GAVE SURPRISINGLY GOOD COOPERATION . 
TO THEMILITARY, AND THEY SHOWED NO INTEREST WHATEVER IN A "PEOPLE'S · .. . ~.~ 
GOVERNMENT." . 

•' 1 O. ALTHOUGH HE EXUDED CONFIDENCE OVER THE MILITARY SITUATION,-'~ -
· WAS RATHE~ PESSIMISTIC ABOUT Tt~ PRESENT STATE OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. - . 

HE FELT THIEU HAD NOT DISPLAYED DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP. HE HELD LITTLE HOPE 
FOR THE. SUCCESS OF THE COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLE'S RELIEF (JOINT GVN/U. S. 
TASK FORCE') BECAUSE IT WAS DOMINATED BY CIVILIANS. HE NOTED THAT MAJOR .: 1,S(e) ·. 
GENERAL NGUYEN DUC THANG, THE COMMITTEE'S CHIEF OF STAFF-, HAD ANNOUNCED ait(b)(1) . 
HE WAS RESIGNING BECAUSE THE CIVILIANS WERE "ALL TALK AND NO ACTION." -' :;.::·,·..,:. ·· . 
-ADDED HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY iHANG THAT HORNING THAT THE LATTER . :<//_:\ -~ :.< , 
HAD ·Nor ATTENDED THAT' MORNING' s COMMITTEE MEETING. -SAID HE HAD·.> .t.:-\~:) . :.: 

. ARRANGED TO SEE THANG LATER IN THE DAY IN AN EFFORT TO · . · .- ·':'.: .•:: .. _. 
RESOLVE HIS PROBLEMS. ·-FELT THAT ONE POSSIBLE SOLUTION wOULD BE .. : . 
YHE APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF GENERAL CAO 
VAN VIEN AS DEPUTY TO KY, WHO CHAIRS THE COMMITTEE.· VIEN COULD THEN 
ISSUE THE NECESSARY ORDERS ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE TO THE MILITARY 
WHICH, IN I I VIE\v IS THE ONLY GRUP EQUIPPED TO GET A JOB DONE IN A . 
HURRY. CIVILIANS, .... _SAID,' HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING THINGS DONE AT ANY .. 
TIME AND ARE HOPELESSLY LOST IN A CRISIS. AS AN ILLUSTRATION, -
NOTED TH.l\T SINCE HE HAD SUPPLIES OF A NUMBER OF COMMODITIES IN LONG 
AND HE HAD TELEPHONED THE HEAD OF THE GVN SUPPLY DIRECTORATE AND OFFERED 
TO MAKE THESE SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR THE RELIEF OF .THE PEOPLE. IN 

. REPLY, THE.DIRECTOR GENERAL HAD GIVEN HIM NUt1BEROUS EXCUSES AS TO WHY !:i~(1) 
· HE wAS UNABLE TO PICK UP AND USE THE FOODSTUFFS. -AID HE HAD 

THEN CALLED THE D !RECTOR OFARVN COMMISSARIES, WHO IMMED IA TEL Y NADE 
ARRANG~MENTS TO BRING THE SUPPLIES TO SAIGON. . . 

. 1. -JNDICATED HE ' FELT THE ANSWER TO THE PRESENT DILEMMA IS TO 
AMEND T.HE CONSTITUTION TO PERMtUT THE VIC£ PRESIDENT TO SERVE CONCUR- .. 

·RENTLY AS ?RINE NINISTER. WHAT. IS NEEDED IS TO CONCENTRATE GOVERi~l•iENT 
. POWERS IN THE HANDS OF ONE MAN WHO CAN GIVE ORDERS AND CUT THROUGH THE 
. EXISTING MAZE OF REDTAPE. THUS, REMOVAL OF LOC WOULD NOT BE SUFF~ 

ICIENT IN ITSELF-. SINCE THERE WOULD STILL BE DIVIDED AUTHORITY. ___ 1.S(e) 
SAID HE DID NOT THINK THE APPOINTMENT OF A MILITARY MAN--THANG OR VIEN, 3.4(b)(1) 
FOR EXAMPLE--AAS PRIME MINISTER WOULD BE AN ANSWER. THE l~EEO 15 FOR 

, UNIFIED LEADERSHIP AT THE TOP AND, UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, THIS 
COULD BEST BE ACCON?LISHED BY - VESTING POWERS IN KY. -ViPHASIZED 
HE . DID NOT PLAN TO TAKE STEPS' TO BR ING ABOUT THIS CHANGE. HE SAID HE KN~ 

VIEN ~ND DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE BRIGADIER GENERALY 
.NGUYEN NGOC LOAN ALSO FAVORED THIS SOLUTION. 

· 12. ~XPRESSED APPROVAL OF THE ATTITUDE OF ' THE LOii/ER HOUSE 
SINCE THE BEG INN! NG OF THE VC TET OFFENSIVE, BUT·· H! WAS HIG rU... Y 

. CRITICAL OF MANY SENATORS. HE SAID HE WAS PARTICULARLY DISTURBED BY 
THE SENATE'S PRETENSIONS TO HAVING SUFFICIENT COMPETENCE AND KNOW-
LEDGE ro INVESTIGATE THE vc ATTACK AND DETERMINE IF THE ARMED FORCES 

1 
a:t..\ ' 

HAD DONE A GOOD JOB IN DEF.ENDING THE PEOPLE. HIS -SUBORD !NATE . . ·~.,, .. ·. 
OFFICERS,-~ONT INUED, . FEEL THAT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SHOULD VOTE·~A:q,}_<n.\ ~ ~­
THEM AN UNQUALIFIED EXPRESSION OF THANKS. - INSTEAD, THE SENATE APPEARS . . :<".:;~ . . ·., : __ ~ 

· TO BE SAYING THAT THE ARMED FORCES HAVE ITS THANKS AS LONG ; AS:.-T.HE. :,>, .. 
'. · FIGHTING CONTINUES BUT . "THAT .AS SOON AS :THE ,_CRISIS ,.SUBSIDEs·:~JT~;ni!LL>:~ 

,:° __ ·_:· CHARGE 1 NCOMPETENCE ON :THE ,p·ART~.OF~.MANY:.•ARMED.,.FORCES,~LEADE;RS.~.:KHANG· 
:·, .. · SINGLED _OUT SENATORS ,T~AN :.VAN ,DON,·-::,ToN ·;;:THATt:DINH.H\ND:;TR"~i~G9C;N~_UAN: 
:, ' FOR PARTICULAR . CRITICI_SM. :-:-ADDED'~.THAT~THILE·;,H~;;;HIMSEL.fi,WAS~~.SUij_ ... 
• : PR 1sED BY .THE ENEMY' s ABILITY _To .·LAUNCH:. sucH--,w IDESPRE.AD;,cooRDJJvAT_EDI_: 
·: ·, ATTACKS, -. IT . WAS NOT .,TRUE.,.THAT ._THE ,ATTACK .. ON;.SAIGON4W_AS~.~.:~~SURPR_ISE., .. 
. · .... IT HAD BEEN .-KNOWN THAT '.SUCH AN ATTACK. WAS .• POSSIBLE,::~AND::-A,~tNUMBER ·OF?:i 
··.STEPS TO CUT OFF THE ENEMY'S ACCESS TO SAIGON HAD BEEN -TAKEN -SEVERAl.1 

-. DAYS BEFORE THE OFFENSIVE BEGAl~. . . . · ·.- · . · · . ·. · .. ··. -· ; . \ ·· .:.: \:r-_i 
. 13. FIELD DISSEM: STATE '(AMBASSADOR BUNKER~ DEPUTY. AMBASSADORi-1.-
POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACV CGNERAL WESTMORELAND, GNERAL ABRAMS, ;. •, •;/:'·: 
AMBASSADOR KOMER, CHIEF OF STAFF, J-2) 7TH AIRFORCE (GENERAL - . -'.~ . 
MOMYER) DIR/JUSPAO OlR. ZORTHIAN ONLY) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC FACAF · 
~ 
900 . 

1.S(e) . 
3.4(b){1) _ 
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Mr. Pre1ldeat: 

Herewith th.e iate•t Sal1on 
altuatloa report. 

W. W. Ro•tow 

TDCS 314/02577-68 (aclYUICe) 

WWB.o•tow:rln 
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Sunda.y, Febr~ry 11, 19_68 · .>: 

3:15 p.m. ·· 

Mr. President: 
1.S(e). 
3.4(b)(1) 

Herewith the la.test Sa.igon 

situation report. 

W. W. Rostow 

S~T 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

, ______ --------·••·-· - ··-
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, COUNTRY 
DOI 
SU3J£CT SITUATION REPORT AS OF 2400 HOURS 

LOCAL TH1Z 

;_cQ 
SOU~CE 

VIETNAM, SAIGON < 11 FEBRUARY 1958) 
THIS IS A VIETNAM SITUATION REPORT . ~.ARED 
AT 2400 HOURS. LOCAL Tlt4E ON -11 FEBRuARY 1968. 

.- s~rrizEO .- ·. -~: 
t.o. -i'i95S, ···Sec, . . 3.6 
NLJ q/,- ~po.\ . 

py -~ , NARADa~ 1~(f1;3 8' . . 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 



-u 

. 1. DURIN3 THE TWELVE HOUR .PERIOD .ENDING AT 2L!_OO XO URS 
: . · 11 FE3RUARY THE:::~E H!W BEZN L:TTU: S!GNII;-zct.lG CO~·lTti.ST IM SAIGON 
.· . \1.rTTH THZ VC,, THE DIRECTO.R. GENERAL OF NATIONAL· POLICE STATED 
. · . . ·~,;: ,,,..,.~ .... ·'..: .. "! ..... ~ -1'-'•''i" 'i"l-!':;" ' C•j"j•u·:~":"iQ,>.l ~OP-r:'~'P.C -u· 0.i? nur~--, (.,~ii\ ''Nl'\½'O 

~ •• ~ ,._.,~ -• ;,,., • ..,.....s L.; ;\ ~ l 1:1. :. _. , ,..- ;,:i.,. • .-. ""' - ., • • • l: • ..,. • •• L..., l. '-" .I,. ~ C.. - •'"" Y: U C..J:"t;. 

.,:·_ ··C(H•iTROL~ AT 2145 HOURS THE VC FIRED AN Ui~KNOWN NU:~oEFt O.? 8-40 
._;::.' :ROCKETS INTO Till: NGUYEN VAM PHU POLICE SUB-STATION IN THE SfVENrK 
::::-.:.:·. ·,PRECINCT. EARLIER TODAY, POLICE ~1ADE CON'iACT WI TH A VC F02CS 
:,,.·_·. ·. AT THE INTERSECTIO!IJ OF VINH. VIEN AND TRIEU DA STREETS tfEAR TK~ CONG 
?~; .. : HOA: STADIUM IN THE FIFTH PRECINCT. A FIRE ALSO ~JAS REPORTED AT Tt-tIS 
~f}?::··LOCATION. ·· AT 2357 HOURS THE !1ESULTS OF TH!:>"POLICE CLEARHJG ACTIOH · 
}?fKir(·THIS .OPERATI01~ INCLUDED ONE ARVi\f KIA .AND SIX WOUNDED'; THz ··. 
/ -.t ENEMY HAD FOUR KIA AND FIVE CAPTURED; ARVN FORCES CA?TURED-· . . .. 
{;:_{ Oi~E ·sua-MACHINEGUN AND ONE PISTO •, N CONFISCATED 100,000 PIASTERS. . . 
-,1., 

: <• .. ::• 
:-;= ; ' ' ' 2. INFORftlATION WAS RECEIVED AT 1400 .. HOURS 11 FZBRUi~RY 1968 · 
':/.'. .·· FROt1 TRAVELLERS ·wHo CA~1E TO SAIGON -FROM BINH DUOi\!G PROVI~JCE: ON 
·./_::' .11 FEBRUAi!\' T.HAT · T\JO VIET CONG UNITS, DESCRIEED r-~s. "fJIVISIOi-iS", 
. A~E - i"·lOV!:,:G TClJr.~:~D SAIGON To· t,:TAC!< THE CITY i:!ITXIN .4 Ff:l> DA?'S.-

. · ·?c,-:,.- a~ -;-~,;;--s;- , .. ,,.. vc 0 D1v-1s10··1S" rs .,.,.ovrN1r.: F,.,r..·., ,::~;.,-,..., :--:,.-·i~ .. ~_-,..-~;_ ~ 1,""1.,.:... _t,U ·l'I _ '" 1\:- :.~~. -1.:..., •• ;.J-U••'-

PROVINCE:, NORTH OF SAIGON,· AND WILL ATTACK SAIGON FR0i1 !ii;;- DIRECTION 
.O~ :{C;£·! r.~O! '"'.::~!...;!~GE, t3C· V.~~P DISTRICT IN Git... DI:·-!!-! Fl.~0\/I:~CEc 7:~z 
"DIVISIOj" COMMAND POST WILL BE LOCATED IN THE VILLA OF PACIFIST 
!..A::.iY:::R TR H~ D Ii~H TAO AT HANH THANG TAY LOCATED ON THE : ROAD :rr-cor1 
XON t\10I TO QU~.:-~G TR!Jt~G. SCOUTS WHO HAVE ALREADY l.\lFILTRATED 
INTO SAIGOt'J AKD THE SURROUNDING AREAS WILL REPORT TO THE COMK,i.~'0 
POST. TE£.! OTltEe ." DI VISH~::~" WILL ATTACK .Si-\IGGN FROM. Ttt2 tHRECr ION 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b){1) 

OF Pl<U LAM DR. THU TX.I::'.~(:- U~S'f OF 7HE ClT'.' ~ (SOURCE COi•1~·1E:NT: V':. CAJ2ZS 
PASSING -:CHROUGH .81NI-< uUONG INDISCREETLY REVEALED . THIS Ii~FO ?. i!;ATIO t~ IJ Ti~ 

3~ F!~LD DISSEM: STATE USMACV ?TH.AIR FORCE CINCPAC 
JUS?AO CMR. ZO~THIAN ONLY) ?ACFLT ARPAC PACAF. 
~ 
500 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b){1) 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b){1) 



INFORM.A TION 

COJO"U>SN I'i.AC 

Swaday, l'eJtnary 11, 1968 
12:50 p. m. 

Mr. Pre•lcleat: 

Tal• Komer Nekarffllder will 
latere■t you. 

W. W. llo•tow 

Saigon 18999 

OOKl'mENTIAL , 

. WWR.oetow:rla 

DE LAS.S1FIED 
E 0. 12356, Sec. 3.<t( b) 

X ;,ite ; -;;:v~. F ~ .. H, ~9 3 
u ..lfJ-, NARA, Date , ~ -((d{i ;-_ 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE (;-;;;N 18999 ·l 
IN BACKGROUND PRESS BRIEF.ING ELEVENTH, AMBASSADOR 'CXOMER ,. 
AND HIS DEPUTY, MR GEORGE FORSYTHE MADE FOLLOWING POINTS RE AFTERMATH 
VC TET OFFENSIVE: 

1. SAIGON · .RETURNING t:O NORMAL}. CREDITED PRESIDENT THIEU AND VP KY, 
HEAD OF "OPERATION RECOVERY" TASK FORCE, WITH FORCEFUL ACTION TO BRING 

ABOUT RECONSTRUCTIVE, CARE FOR REFUGEES AND MAINTENANCE OF ESSENTIAL 
UTILITIES IN SAIGON, AUTONOMOUS CITIES AND PROVINCIAL CAPITALS. NOTED 
HIGHWAY 15 NMV OPEN TO SAIGON: HIGHWAY 4 OPEN TOi\lY THo:· ,LINES OF 
CO~MUNICATION IN BETTER SHAPE THAN FIRST THOUGHT TO BE. 

P-AeE 2 Rr!MJIR 18999 0 0 t~ F I D : N T I A L LIMIIEDOFFICIAL USE 

2. Firtsr ·zsriM~TEs ' HOUSES .DESTROYED, DAMAGED THROUGHOUT SOUT~VIETNAM 
.!.CO HIGH. WITHOUT COMPLETE R:5:PORTS FROM HUE, TOTAL HOUSES KNOWN TO .BE 
DiSTROYED PLACED AT ~11,l50~ REFUGEES NOW .TOTAL 347,000, WITH MANY OF 
THESE BEING DESPLACED PERSONS WHO WILL RETURN TO HOMES WH~N VILLAGES 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 0~ SAIGON 18999 111439Z 

SECURED. 

3. -NO C0MPLETE · CASUALTY FIGURES FOR . REVOLUTIONARY :DEVELOPMENT TEAMS 
BUT _ APPAREN_TLY LIGHT t ATTRIBUTING THIS TO GENERAL VC TET OFFENSIVE 
A H1ED . 
AT CITIES RATHER THAN SECURE HAMLETS. ENEMY THIS TIME APPEARED TO TRY 
TO GAIN FIRM HOLD ON CITIES DEPARTING FROM PRfVIdus HIT ~AND RUN TACTI 
CS. t . - ' 

NOTED ENEMY PRISONERS SAID THEY HAD NO RPT NO ORDERS TO WITHDRAW, . 
TOLD THEY WOULD BE REINFORCED. VG COUNTED ON GENERAL UPRISING AGAINST 
GVN, AMERICANS TO SUPPORT OFFENSIVE BUT iHIS FAILED COMPLETELY. 

. . . 
4. PERFORMANCE OF GVN RECOVERY EFFORTS COMMENDED: GVN HAS RISEN 
TO CR I SIS AND PERFORMANCE SINCE FEB. 2 HAS BEEN MUCH MORE RAPID, .. 
,oRE DYNAMIC. MINISTIRIES FO~ REFUGEES, HEALTH ESPECIALLY CITED FOR 
·PROMPT ACTION. KY TASK FORCE MEETS EVERY MORNING TO PLAN NEW RECOVERY 
OPERATIONS, FOLLOW UP ON OPERATIONS ALREADY UNDERWAY. TA~K FORCE · 

PA-Gi 3 RU:1JIR 18~~~ C 0 N F I D E W T I A L LIMITED OFFICIAL USE · 
HAS DEVELOPED SENSIBLE PLANS TO DtVIDE SAIGON INTO LESS RESTRICTED 
ttBLUE" AREAS AND MORE RESTRICTED "RED" ZONES SO THAT NORMAL CITY 
FUNCTIONS CAN BE RESTORED BY STAGES. 

5. · PACI? ICAT ION PROSPE.C!S? . HNiidTiB:tEDLY. SOME:· 'SHORT __ 'JERM : SETBACK. , . . 
HOW BP.D Et1'£!1Y HAS BEEN .HUR.I .AND C xo:JJ MUCH • SECURITY HAS DETERIORATED . . 
IN THE· CO.UNTR'l$IDJ~,.nusr~ .. .E.IRSl .. ,Bl'"TIETEB.%1.ltifilLB.EFORE ADEQUATE°7ASsEs:'1EN'r 

' 
CAN BE MADE. APPEARS ENEMY HAS USED UP MUCH OF HIS STRENGTH, WHICH 
CHAN~ES "THE NAME OF THE GAME" FROM ONE OF ATTRITION TO LARGE-SCALE 
OFFENSIVES SUCH AS THAT WHICH APPEARS TO BE SHAPING UP AT KHE SANH IN 
i CORPS. 

6. WILL NEED.: FOR GREATER. ".SEC1JR ITY AROUND· CITIES REDUCE PACIFICATION,..: · 
SECURITY FbRCES FOR. COUNTRYSIDE? NO DOUBT MORE SECURITY IN OFFING FOR 
CITIES, BUT WHETHER THIS- WILL ~EAKEN SECURITY IN CONTRYSIDE IS AN . 
IMPONDERABLE, AT 1HIS 1 IME ._UNI IL ASSESSMENT MADE HOW HARD ENEMY HIT , 
TOO, .• 

7. G_VN;,., A°LLIED -·FORCES. O!'J, ALERT FOR POSSIBLE SECOND VC \!!AVE, BUT THIS 

. LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SIGNIF.ICA!',1tLY DID · NOT .: RPT NOT -:M.4TEf{!ALIZE· AS -MANY· VIETNAMESE EXPECTED .,:, 
L~ST NIGHT 01TH NIG.HT. OF. THE LUN(~R MONTH;.J.:lN 'SAlGON ... c:HOLO.N, VC STARJ£.l> 
~ 

PAGE 4-:ft~ l 8_%1S-G O ~l F I D E N r-r A t tfM-I--f£-l:}-OF-F-I-e-I-A·biJSE- . 
FIRE~ TO COVER ESCAPE : THREE VC PRISONERS TOLD OF MISSION TO FIRE ON 
AIRCRAFT HOPING TO DRAW ALLIED FIRED AND BOMBS ON CITY. ALSO STRONG 
POSSIBILITY "EXISTS' VC HAVE TAKEN REFUGE IN REFUGEE CANP-S WHERE THEY 
HARD . 
TO DETECT BUt GVN IS ALERT TC THIS AND IS Cl\REFULLY REGISTERING AND 
IDENTIFYING 
ALL REFU3ZES. BUNKER 

LIM.ITED OFFICIAL USE 
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U THANT PEACE EFFORTS 

BOMBAY PTI IN ENGLISH 1510 GMT 11 FEB 68 B 

CTEXT) NEW 'DELHI--uN SECRETARY · GENERAL U THANT, NOW IN MOSCOW, 
IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE AWAITING THERE A REPLY FROM HANOI TO HIS 
SOUNDINGS TO NORTH VIETNAM MADE THROUGH ITS CONSUL GENERAL IN 
NEW DELHI, WHOM HE MET LAST · :THURSDAY. IT IS NOW KNOWN THAT U , 
THANT~ STALKS WITH NGUYEN HOA WERE WIDE RANGING AND EXHAUSTIVE, 
LASTING _ ABOUT 90 MINUTES • 

. U THANT APPEARS TO BE CONVINCED THAT NORTH ~IETNAMS• -ATTITUDE 
TO HIS PEACE EFFORTS IS REASONABLE AND POSITIVE AND THAT -IF THE 
UNITED STATES STOPS BOMBING :ONCONDITIONALLY, TALKS ARE LIKELY 
TO START WITHIN 10 DAYS OR TWO ~EEKS. 

THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE MORE WORRIED ABOUT 
THE U.S. RESPONSE, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE MILITARY REVEkSE 
THE UNITED STATES HAS CURRENTLY SUFFERED IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

U THANT•S DOuBTS ABOUT THE U.S. RESPONSE PRESUMABLY ARISE FROM_ . 
THE REALIZATION THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON, WHO LATER THIS YEAR HAS 
TO FIGHT FOR HIS ELECTION TO ANOTHER TERM Or OFFICE, IS UNLIKELY 
TO SET ASIDE THE ~PRESSURE FROM THE HAWKS" AT HOME AND MAKE A 
MOVE FOR CESSATION OF BOMBING IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

AT THE SAME TIME, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT MR JOHNSON WOULD ALSO 
LIKE TO BRING ABOUT PEACE IN VIETNAM BEFORE THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. THERE ARE ALSO INDICATIONS THAT THERE rs NOW A REALISTIC 
APPRAISAL OF THE VIETNAM SITUATION BY THE : AMERICANS. IF THESE 
INDICATIONS PROVE REAL, DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES SEE A. RAY OF HOPE FOR 
U THANT• S PEACE EFFORT COMING TO FRUITION. IF THE U.S. REACTION 
TURNS OUT TO BE MORE ESCALATION, THEN THE RESISTANCE FROM THE 
OTHER SIDE MAY ALSO ESCALATE. 

DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES IN THE CAPITAL FEEL THAT THE LATEST ,STATEMENT 
OF NORTH VIETNAM FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN DUY TRINH fHAT HANOI IS 
PREPARED TO OPEN TALKS IS A "STEP FORWARD." THE APPROPRIATE TIME 
AT WHICH TALKS CAN OPEN WILL, IT IS BELIEVED, BE DETERMINED BY 
THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CESSATION OF BOMBING. 

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI IS UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE INDICATED 
TO U THANT DURING HIS TALKS WITH HER THAT INDIA IS ENTIRELY IN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE APPROACH OF THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL. IT IS 
UNDERSTOOD THAT INDIA, WHICH IS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONTROL COMMISSION FOR VIETNAM, IS IN TOUCH THROUGH DIPLOMATIC 
CHANNELS WITH WARSAW, CANADA, LONDON, PA~IS, MOSCOW, AND WASHINGTON 
ABOUT THE CURRENT SITUATION IN VIETNAM. 

11 FEB 1627Z AM/TN 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3001-68 
11 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in Vietnam 

You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report on 
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through ll:00 PM 
EST, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 
8:15 AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the 
situation in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding para­
graphs. 

As General Westmoreland I s report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield 
was shelled yesterday. A C-130 aircraft was hit by fragments of a 
mortar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may 
be able to repair this aircraft tomorrow. General Westmoreland 
plans to use C-123 and Caribou aircraft in resupplying Khe Sanh and, 
to meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use 
some C-123s used in the defoliation effort. 

Sniper fire continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in 
addition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. There 
was heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed. 
There was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat. 

The attack on Tan Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland 
expected, resulting in 196 enemy killed and 170 or so weapons captured. 

In the IV Corps area there was light contact in several towns. 

A rallier (defector) taken at Khe Sanh gave information on the 
following order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (2) Con Thien; (3) Khe 
Sanh. He stated also that he had seen near Thanh Hoa several weeks 



ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amphibious Tank chassis 
(the PT-76 was used at Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated 
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could 
be the "big surprise" which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote 
about recently. Other possibilities for the "big surprise", in General 
Westmoreland's view, could be the use of SA-2 missiles near the 
DMZ, air strikes in the DMZ area by IL-28s, and MIG attacks against 
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders are alert to all of 
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures. 

In addition, General Westmorelartd .provided me the following 
assessment of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam: 

"South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and 
professionally fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered. 
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical 
areas of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has 
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more 
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas. It is also 
significant that Highway 1 has remained open through the length 
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that 
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have 
bypassed Korean and Australian areas is attributable to an extent 
to the emphasis of enemy strategy. 11 

tM,-&:bJ" 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Attachments 
FROG Missile 
PT-76 Amphibious Tank 

2 
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FREE ROCKET OVER GROUND (FROG-6} 

The first sighting of the FROG-6 was with Soviet troops in East Germany 
on 17 February 1965 . FROG-6 is the first Soviet departure from track-mounted, 
s ingle-launch rocket systems. Although simi.lar in appearance to the FROG-3, 
t he rocket and launcher of FROG-6 are about one-half the size of those 
of FROG-3 and are mounted on the 2½-ton ZIL-157 truck. The small FROG-6 
warhead section, which also resembles the larger FROG-3 warhead section , appears 
to be designed to carry a nuclear payload to approximately 85 per. cent of the 
range of FROG-3. A training version of FROG-6 is currently employed with the 
East German Army. The possibility exists that all of the FROG-6 launchers 
s ighted to date have been training systems and that the FROG-6 system is, in 
f act, a training device. 

The rocket ls fin- and spln-stabi lized. The probable role of the FROG-6 
launcher system, if, in fact, it is a valid system, is to provide short range, 
c lose nuclear fl re support at divisional level. 

The characteristics listed below are preliminary and are obtained from 
photographic scaling. 

CHARACTERISTICS AND PERFORMANCE 

Vehicle: 
Wei g·ht, complete system (less crew) 
Speed 
Cruising range 

Launcher: 
Elevation 
Firing quadrant limits 
Traverse 

Rocket: 
Length 
Weight 
Range - maximum (Nuc)(HE) 

- minimum (Nuc)(HE) 
. Warhead 

Weight (Nuc) (HE) 
Maximum diameter 

Accuracy (CEP)(at 2/3 max range) 
?rope 11 ant 
Reaction time 

5.54 

SECRET 

ZIL-157 truck 
8. 7 short tons 
40 mph 

7,9 mt 
64,3 km/h 
643 km 400 mi !es 

o0 to +6D0 

+8° to +50° 
5° left; 5° right 

21.4 ft 
1 ,1.940 lb 
lo.O nm 
5,8 nm 

400 lb 
21.04 in 
~3~ yd 
Solid 
15 - 30 minutes 

presurveyed 

6.5 m 
880 kg 
31,000 m 
10,000 m 

181.6 kg 
535 llY1l 
400 m 

from arrival at 

site . DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J ,:u,­
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T-34/85 MEDIUM TANK 

The T-34 medium tank was the principal Soviet combat vehicle In World War I I. The 
original version (T-34/76) mounted a short-barreled 76-11111 gun, giving way later to a longer 
barreled version. In 1944, an 85-nm weapon was mounted in an Improved turret. Although 
outmoded and to a large extent replaced by more modern tanks, the T-34/85 is sti 11 found 
in some Soviet units as well as in other Communist armies. In addition, it has also been 
supplied to many non-Commun! st forces. 

From a technical standpoint, the T-34 remains an interesting example of excel lent 
tank design, featuring low silhouette, sloped armor, a cast turret, relatively heavy main 
armament, and good over-al 1 cross-country performance. It employs a flat track suspension 
system with large individually suspended road wheels which serve as a principal recognition 
feature. 

CHARACTERISTICS AND PERFORMANCE 

Vehicle: 
Weight 
Length over-all (w/gun) 
Width 
Height 
Engine 
Crew 
Speed 
Crul sl ng range 
Maximum gradeabl lity 
Trench crossing abl llty 
Vertical obstacle abl llty 
Ford! ng depth 
Infrared 
Maximum armor (hull) 

(turret) 
Armament: 

Main 
Muzzle velocity (AP-T) 

(HVAP-T) 

Annor penetratl on 
oo ob 1 i qui ty (AP-T) ~8R-365K) 

.. (HVAP-T )(BR-365P) 
Secondary armament 

35.2 short tons 
26.5 ft 
9.8 ft 
7.9 ft 
493-hp (@ 1,800 rpm, V-12 Diesel 
5 
35 mph 
1 90 mi 1 es (on main fuel tanks) 
35° 
7,5 ft 
2.3 ft 
4.2 ft (12-15 ft w/snorkel) 
No (can be added) 

0 1.8 In (46 mm)(@ 60 
3.25 In (83 mm)(@ 20° 

85-11111 Tank Gun Ml 944 (ZI S·S53) 
2,670 fps 
3,380 fps 

550 ¥d (500 m) 
4.4 1n·(III 11111) 

32 mt 
8.08 m 
3 m 
2.4 m 

56 km/h 
306 km 

2. 29 m 
O. 7 m 
1.28 m 

815 m/s 
1,030 m/s 

11 100 yd (1 1000 m) 
4.o 1n (102 nm) 
4.1 in (103 nm) 5.6 in (143 rrm) 

Two 7,62-nm DTM 
and one front 

machlneguns (one coaxial 
hull mounted) 

2-37 
DECLASSIFIED 
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PT-76 AMPHIBIOUS TANK 

The PT-76, introduced in 1952, is the standard tactical reconnaissance tank of the 
Soviet and some Eastern European Communist armies. It has been supplied to Cuba and has 
al so appeared in Laos. The chassl s has proven to be rather versatile, being used for the 
BTR-50P armored personnel carrier and, in a non-amphibious mode, for the FROG-2, 3, 4, and 5 
rocket launchers. Propulsion in the water Is achieved by a hydrojet system with intake 
ports on both sides of the hull bottom and exhaust ports in the rear. 

The PT-76 pictured above has the 76-mm gun 0-56TM which was installed in the PT-76 
after 1957, Earlier PT-76 tanks mount the 76-mm gun D-56T with a multi baffle muzzle brake. 
Performance fl gures for the two guns are the same. 

Although classified by the Soviets as a tank, the PT-76 is very lightly armored (only 
0,63 inch maximum) and mounts only a moderately effective 76-mm weapon which makes it 
unaergunned by present standards. Essentially, the tank is a member of the Soviet light 
armored vehicle family, which Includes armored personnel carriers (BTR-40, BTR-152), .amphibious 
armored personnel carriers (BTR-50P, BTR-60P), and an amphibious armored reconnaissance 
vehicle (BROM). 

CHARACTERISTICS AND PERFORMANCE 

Vehicle: 
Weight 
Length over-al I (w/gun) 
Width 
Height.!/ 
Engine 
Crew 
Speed ( I and) 

(water) 
Cruising range 
Maximum gradeablllty 
Trench crossing abl lity 
Vertical obstacle abi llty 
Ford Ing depth 
Infrared 
Maxi mum armor (hu 11) 

(turret) 
Armament: 

15.4 short tons 
25.0 ft 
10.29 ft 
7.4 ft 
237-hp@ 1,800 rpm, in-line 6 
3 
27,3 mph 
6. 3 mph 
149 miles (on main fuel tanks) 
38° 
.9. 2 ft 
3.6 ft 
Amphibious 
Yes (on some models) 
0.56 in (14 mm)@ 45° 
o.63 In (16 mm)@ 33° 

Main 
Muzzle 

76-mm Tank 
velocity (AP-T)(BR•350B) 2,172 fps 

(HVAP-T)(BR-354P)3,i67 fps 
(HEAT)(BP-354) 1,065 fps 

Gun D-56T or (after 

Armor penetration 
o0 obliquity (AP-T)(BR-350B) 

(HVAP-T ){BR354P) 
(HEAT )(BP-354) 

550 Xd ~500 m~ 
2.7 ,n 69 mm 
3.6 in (92 mm) 
4.7 in (120 mm) 

Diesel 

14 mt 
7.6 m 
3. 14 m 
2,2 m 

44 km/h 
IO. I km/h 
239.7 km 

2.8 m 
1.09 m 

1957) D-56TM 
663 m/s 
965 m/s 
325 m/s 

11 100 yd £1 1 000 m) 
2.40 ,n ( I mm) 
2.3 in (58 11Y!1) 
4.7 in (120 mm) 

Secondary armament One 7.62-mm SGMT machinegun (coaxial) 

.!/ For PT-76 constructed after 1957, 
2-38 
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MEMORANDUM 

11 February 1968 

SUBJECT: Increase in Enemy Forces in Vietnam Since December 

go y 

1. A review of COMUSMACV 1 s order of battle figures for the period 
December-January reflects no significant change in the confirmed strength of 
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong Main Force and Local Force combat units. 
There have been changes in the listing of non-combat elements (combat support 
and administrative support, etc.} of a bookkeeping character which do not really 
1·eflect changes in the enemy's combat potential. 

2. In early December, COMUSMACV listed the enemy strengths as 
follows: 

Main and Local Force 

Paramilitary 

Total 

*Included Self-Defense Militia 
l(c)~Political cadre 

Combat 

109,860 

112, 760* 

222,620 

Support 
Personnel 

25,653 

39,165** 

64,818 

Total 

134,513 

151,925 

286,438 

3. As of January> COMUSMACV shifted to the new basis, dropping the 
Self-Defense Militia and the Political cadre from the accounting, establishing 
new categories for support personnel, and significantly increasing the strength 
of the latter. The 22 January figures reported by COMUSMACV are as follows: 

Combat Admin 
Combat Support Support Total 

Main and Local Force 

Guerrillas 

Total 

DECLASSIFIED 

110,286 

73,500 

183,786 

Authority __ fd_ '-_~-1-/....;;c..;-=:e,....:~=--..:..I __ _ 

By ,0--o/ , NARt:,, Date ~- 7-Kf 

14,' 155 38,000 

14,155 38,000 

162,441 

73,500 

235,941 



4. A comparison of the two tables reflects an increase of 28,828 in 
total Main Force and Local Force strength in January over December. This 
increase results, as indicated above, from changes in accounting techniques 
for support elements -- it does not represent an increase in combat strength. 

5. COMUSMACV has not yet, to our knowledge, added to his confirmed 
order of battle holdings for combat forces those North Vietnamese Army units 
known to have infiltrated into South Vietnam since November. These include 
the 304th and 320th Divisions, which have moved into the area south of the DMZ, 
-and the 31st Regiment of the 341 st Division, which has moved down into Quang 
Nam province from its former location north of the DMZ. These units represent 
from 22, 000 to 27, 000 troops which should be considered as addit ional to the 
110, 286 Main Force and Local Force elements listed in paragraph 3 above. 

' . 3ecause of numerous indications of significant increases in the 
strength of e nemy combat units throughout the country just prior to and since 
the beginning of the Tet offensive, we believe it would be premature to attempt 
any recomputation of enemy combat strength on the basis of the casualties 
r ep o rted since 29 January. These indications suggest a widespread recruiting 
campaign to bring all units up to full strength (significantly above MACVts 
rrconfirmed11 figure) just before the offensive, and the creation and arming of 
substantial numbers of guerrillas in populated areas into which the enemy has 
moved since the offensive began. Thus, while the enemy KIA figur e s reported 
- ·· n Saigon almost certainly have resulted in a qualitative decrease in the enemy's 
combat potential, we are not confident that there has been a significant quantitative 
decrease. 
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10 Februa.ry 1968 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: The Curren.t VC Campaign 

Recent enemy ac-.tivity rnust. be 1·eviewed within the framewo1·k 0£ 
· the overall aims or his win.te1·-spring cai111>aig1\ - - to b1·eak the will or 
U.S. to COJ1tlnue the wa.r, ai'\d to c1·eate conditions iavorable :ior a settle:.. 
tnent on Communist terms. In this context, the wi.nte1· phase of the 
campaign (Octobei: - Jal'ma1·y) wa.s il\tcmd~d to set the stage 101· a "decisive" 
period of the war du-ring the sp-ring phase. The wil'l.ter pha6c was char­
acteri~ed by majc11· operations in outlyir1g area.B (Dak To, DMZ, Loe Ni11h) 
to draw out au.d engage U.S. rnobile forces, coupled with attacks on US­
GVN bases a.nd administrative centers and intensive gue1·rilla pressure 
against the pacification prog1·am to tie down allied forces. It also in­
cluded p1•epa1·ation f.01· a major (conventional} warfare cam.paign o( 
potentially climac1:ic cha1·a.ct:er in the Khe Sanh a11d gene1·al DMZ area. 
These activities were ~cco111panied by political a11d subve1·sive actions 
prepa1·atory to a 11 gene1·al uprising" in u1·ban. a1·eas. 

The Tet oifcmsivl-, represents t:he beginning 0£ the spring phase - -
which our a.dversai:les have descri.bed. as the docisive phase of the war. 
There is a.bundant eyidcncc to demonstrate that th.is pha.se aims at a 
11 genera.l offot\Sive" cott\binccl. with a 11 ge1te ra.l uprisi1\g." The VC,hope 
that this offensive will il'lflict major defeats 01t U.S. forces, dj sintegrate 
the Vietnamese forces, and collapse the GVN. The Comn"1u11ists evidently 
believe that major successes along these lines will create irl."esistible 
international and domestic press\tres on the U. S, to open negotiations on 
Comt"i'lUnist terms. 

The evidence available suggests that the Comrnuni.sts hoped to ac­
complish. a great deal mor.e than they did in their initi.al assaults on the 
cities. They had made arra.ngements to seize co1'ltrol oi the 1.·adio stations, 
seize key officials, destl'oy the local GVN apparatus, and organize and 
manipulate the populace. This they !ailed to accomplish except in portions 
of a hand!ul of citica. This failure> coupled with the heavy losses th~y 
havo suffered, must be 1·egarded as a sotba.ck to their camp'aign, 

SECRET 
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On the other hand, ot:h.cr reports, the basic documonts pertain.i.ng to . 
the wint:e1·-spring catupaign, a.nd analyaiij of the patte1·n 0£ recent opera­
tions, suggest that the 'ret o!fonsive n1ay have becit only the spectacular 
initial onslaught of a sustained o!fenaive, with a su.ccessfltl up1·ising 
as an ultimate, ra.the1· tha11 tho i.mmedla.te goal. 

Although they probably a1:c diaappo'in.ted to some extent with the 1·e­
sults, they p1·obably also believe that they have c1·eatcd conditions favorable 
101· the attainment of the baei.c objectiveS' of their winter- sp1•ing campaign. 
Thoy have dealt a severe psycholog·icai blow to the urba.n population --
much 0£ which had sought sanctua1.·y in the cities fro1n the terrors of the 
war in. the. p1·ovinccs. Although it ia t1·ue that the➔ \lrban populace did n.ot 
rise- agah-\st the GVN, it did 1\0t depart £ro111 its normally passive~ neutral 
stances. The Communist attacks have r~sulted in widesp1·ead devastation 
ai-td imposed substan.tial new ec-.onomic and eocial burdens on an already 
ovel't3:xed GVN admin.ist:ration. They have also inflicted aignHicant daxnage 
on US and AR VN n1ilita1·y inst.allations and tna.tericl, and tied a.llied n1ilitary 
foi:ces down to an effort to rtistol·e secu1•ity to u1·ba.n al'ea.s, to some deg1·ee 
at the expense of protecting paci.£ied a.1·cas. The$e lirnited accomplishments 
may sa~isf}r the minimun, objectives of the Tet o££en.sivc a.1id encourage the 
Communists to pUJ:sue th.ch- basic strat<::gy. 

There are numerous· indications that the Com.111.u·nists i11.te1td to con­
tinue thelr p1:essu1·e in man.y al'eas, probably il'l \.':Oncert with major opera­
tions in the Khe Sa.nh - DMZ region. In. that sector, North Vietnamese 
uL1.its cotnp1·ising two divisions are pi·obin.g outposts of tho Khe Sanh base 
camp while extending theil- entren.chtne1'1.ts in. siege .. li.ke fashion. Another 
two divisions remain capable o! attacking u. s. positions in the ccntJ:al 
and. easter 1, DMZ area. 

Il'l the coastal plain, strong Com1-:t,\U'list £01·ccs -- two or three 
regiments -- 1·ernain. in the districts; surrow'l.ding Quan.g Tri city, and 
U.S. o!ficia.ls expect further attacks there. Another l.'egiment: 01· two 
a-re il.'I. the vicinity of Hue, and may attem.pt to reinforce those units still 
contesting alli.ed co1'1.h0 ol foi• that city. In Quan.g Nan, p1·ovince, ille North 
Vietnamese 2.d Division, reinforced by the 31st Regiment of 1:he 341 st 
Division and possibly t:he 4th Regiment, has moved into the area between 
Hoi An and. Dana1ig, and ma.y a.tternpt st:1·011g attacks against either 01· both 
of these c:.iti.es. Strong Communist for_ces 1.·epo1·tedly 1·emain close t:o t.he 
cities of Ta\n. Ky a.nd. Quang Ngai. 

In II Corps, all thl'ee regiments o! the North Viet1l.arn.ese 1st Di.vision 
arc now located near Dak To, and m.ajor action appeat.'s imrn.inent.. R.epo1·ts 
!rom Darlac province indicate that; the No1·th Viet11a.inese 33d Rcginieo.t is 
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being 1·einforced from Pleiku a1id th.at new attacks are expected. ln the 
C<.mti-al coast:al provinces, Qui Nhon an.d Nb.a T1·an.g anticipa.le mot·tar 
attacks, b\1t 110 majoi· grouri.d a s saults. Two 01· three batta..lions ai·e re-­
ported west of Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen province, however> an.d ri.ew attacks 
are expected, 

In lll Corps, the 7th Divisiol.'I. appai:ently remains i11 northern. Bi.n.h 
Duong province with tho missio11 .. of m .aintaini.n.g pressure ot, bases of the 
U.S. l st and 2.Sth Divisiol')s. The status of the 9th Division is not clea2.·; 
m.ajor clemE?nt:s have been reported lu. action. in the a.rea 1torth or Saigon, 
but there a1·e °ind.icatio11s that: ot:hers are located further no1·th in Binh Long 
province. The 5th Division, which att.a.cked Bien Hoa, has disengaged and 
ma.y have withdrawn tempo1·arily to 1•egroup • 

. In IV Co1·ps, Viet Con.g concentra.ti.01\S' continue to be rcportc_d in the 
immediate vicinity of seve1·al_ province c.apitals, 111aintaining· limited 
p1·es su1·e through spo1·adic 1no1·tar attacks. 

Numerous repo1·ts from various pa1·ts of South Vietnam indicate that 
ni.any of the threats e1i.umel.'at<:d above will result in new attacks in the 
period bet:wee1.t 9 a1'\.d. 15 February; the most i1·equently me11tio11cd date is 
the 10th. Thcso actiori.s would be intended to !ur~hcr disrupt allied control 
in the cities , to demonstrate the ability for repeated attacks, to further 
intimidate the populace. and thus contribute to the ultimate goal of a 
general up1·ising. 

One ominous a.spect of the current posture of the en~my m.ilita1·y 
fo1•ceo is their appa1·et1t impla11t:ati.on iu. tho immediate vicinities of the 
district towns and province capita.le. This patte1·n, repo,:ted in many 
pa.rts of the counti·y, suggests that the Cotttt'l"rnnist:a havo moved int:o and 
1:easserted authority ove1: th.e rul."al populace in 101.·m.erly pacified a1·eas. 
The c.ul'rent. £low of 1·e£ugccs into district and p1·ovincial capitals would 
eeem to be furthe1· cvidcmce of this; the 1.·efugcos could be Heeittg their 
homes fo1· foa1• of allied air attacks on the Co1nmun.ist forces occupying 
theil· hamlets. 

Seve1·al docume1,ts have G\1ggested that the winter-api:ing campaign. 
entailed the crea.t:ion of new guen·illa fo1•ces. A numbe1: of n~con.t. 1·cport:s 
indicate that the Viet Cong ai·e 01·ganizing and arming new gue-rrilla ele­
tne1tts, both in. the _ci.ti.es and in adjace1tt hamlets. Si1tce Com:ni.uni st plans 
fo1· the ge1ieral uprising must have pro,1ided for at·ming a.dditioX:al guerdlla 
and m i litia elements, these reports are plausi.ble. Somo 1·cpo1·ta ha.ve · 
suggested tha.t tl1cse 11ewly 01.·ganized guer1•illas will be used in 1·enewed 
attacko on the cities. The fr agi--n enta. i-y n.atu1·~ o{ available informatidn 
precludes a -firm estimate of the 11un1.bers that ma.y bo involved, but i.t is 
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conceiv:abh~ that they may be s\uficient to offset, at least in pa1·t, t11e heavy 
losses h,c.urred b)r the Viet Cc,ng 111 thcii• 1·ecent atta.ckg·. While the quality 
of such ele.mei-its would. be low, they could he used as replacements for the 
depleted mahl a.nd local force un.its. 

There is also a disttn-bi11g lack of info1·mation on the s tatus of RVNAF 
aoldie17s who we1:e home on leave clurjJ'\g Tet, an.d hence possibly trapped in 
ha1ulcts J'\.OW occupied by the Viet Cong . We also ha.ve Teceivecl little info1•-

1·na.tion on the status of RF and PF outposts in the areas engulfed by the 
Vi.et: Cong. These isolated elements wtmld seem to be vulne1:able to Cotn­
munist propaganda claims o! tn·ban successes, and honce another source 
of potential tnanpowe1.· !ol' depleted Viet Cong units. 

There at·e indications that the intensified offonsive in Scrnth Vietnam 
may be coupled with some form of air action by the North Vietnamese Ai.1· 
Force, by g1·ound at:t;a.cks in Laos, and possibly by terrol'ist attacks on 
U.S. bases in Thailand. Recent unusua.l !light activity by North Vietn.am.ese 
MlG-Zl's a.nd IL-141s and the m.ovcmeni of IL-i8's from China back into 
the Hanoi area could be i.1tdicative of preparations for 1>0mc new fonn o! 
hosti1e air ac.tion. Repo1·ts fron-1 Laos indicate it:npending Communist 
a.ttacks against government in.stallatton.s in. the No1·th {e.g. Site 85} and 
South (e.g. Saravan~}. Some 1.·epo1·ts say Sarava11e is to be attacked on 
the 10th 01· 12.th •· a timeframc. coi.nci<.ling with the indicated new wave 
o! attacks in South Vietnam. Reports fl·on1. Tha.Hand reflect 1·un1.01· s of 
impending te1·,~01·~st act:ion aga.inst: U.S. ail' bases. While the Corrunun.ists 
have not p1·eviously 1·e£lecte.d the iL,ter.est ill, or the capability fol.· such. 
!ar-·flun.g coordi11atecl action.a, a.n. attempt in this dil·ection would 11.ot be 
inconaist.e11t with the gener.al co1icept of di.i,tracting attention from the 
maill theater o{ ope1·ations a11d exercising all available capabilitiea in. 
order to decisively alter the situation 111 the Communif,lts 1 1avo1· • . 

The Communists, ilt the weeks ahead, thus seem likely to confront: 
· the u. s. and the GVN with the 1·nos-t se1·ious political-rnilita.l'Y challenge 
· si.nce t:he introductior1 of our combat forces in 1965. We cannot be certain 
how thn initia.l phase of th.e spring qffonsive has affected Com1.1.1.unist plans 

· and capabilities. The evid<;,nce~ however, atron.gly suggests there will 
bG renewed and repeated attacks on son1.e urban areas and nea.i·by m.ilita1:y 
installations, and a m.ajor campaign agaitlst Khe Sanh and along the DMZ. 
If this effort rna.te1·ializcs, it will indicate the Commun.i.sts remai.11. com-
1nitted to p1·essing a.n _"all out11 endeavor to bring the war to an eady an.d 
favo1·a.ble conclusio1\. 
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INJ'O.RMATION 

TOP BCltSY TJl'INJ: 

Satuday, Fei.nar., 10, 1968 
6:40 p. m. 

Mr. Pnaluat: 

Herewith. the thlrd nfenace 
to a c ..... nr •. 

Be clear: I d•'t thlak W1 
1• 1ood; lt la abnplJ how the IMa■y 
mlada of Haao1 are .,.rid ... 

W. W. llo■tow 

ll'OP 8SCRZT Tll:lffli 

WWRo■tow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ/A'Ac 03-18~ 

By ', NARA, Date 5-.:>t/-L>~-



ACTlON 

SJCCB.S'f 

Satuclay, :Feltrauy 10, 1968 
6:S0p.m. 

Mr. Pre•ltlaat: 

To make tu .Jorda.a arm• 
packa1• leaal, your •llJIU'lft la 
nq111Nd at the ladlc&ted place. 

W. W. lloatow 

Sl:Clt.E"IL 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECL-\SSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, s~c. 3.4(b) 

' a JlJ 

;~ !r JfJ_<ti-



SliGftET 

INFORMATION 

Saturday, J'ebnary 10, 1968 
6:00 p..m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Weaty' la laJlas for thl• ezpected 
attack on Taa Son Nhat alr ba•• 
(markN paaa .. e). 

W. W. R.o■tew 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129, 8, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J qr:, -J..Ob 

By Ur , NARA Date 11 -3 -~7 

WWR.oatow:rlD 
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REPORT CLASS S , T 
COUNTRY :: SOUTH VIETNAM 

· DOI · . . .. ,· 10 . FEBRUARY 1968 _ 
SUBJECT · SITUATION REPORT AS OF 24 HOURS 

. · ·' .. ·-.' LOCAL Tit1E, 10 · FEBRUARY _19€5 

. . , . 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NW ~,.~Pt> 

BY. 'f;<¥ > NARA Date 7-1P·';9' 

.. .. 
. ci.cQ VI:C:TNAM, · SAIGON C !0 FEBRUARY 1968) 
SOURCE THIS IS A VIETNAN ·SITUATION RE?0Rr' PREPARED 

AT 2400 HOURS LOCAL TIME ON. ·10 FE3nUARY 1968 

1. AT THE T !NE OF THIS REPORT, SAIGON RE:1lA! NS RELATIVELY QUIET 
EXCEPT FOR REPORTS OF A S~lALL VC FORCE IN ?R2Cii-1CT FIVE AND ONE: IN 
Tt'2 SIXTH PRECINCT. A NUMBER OF REPORTS H.4VE 3~::::N RECEIVED OF_ 
ACT IV!TY BY VC UNITS OF. VARIOUS SIZES RANGil,J8 U? TO BATTALION IN Tr.E: 
GO VA? DISTRICT Ot GIA DI~rn PROVINCE mJ THE N02Tn:.:'.~N ?ERH1:ETER OF 
SAIGCi .. i. A STATE CF ALERTNESS IN SAIGON rs BEE:G ;.;A!NTAINED IN 
V'I.F.t/ 0: NU~·E:WUS UNCONFI_RMED ·RE?ORTS-THA! THE iJC t·l.~Y LAUNCH ANOTHER 
ATTACK. RE?ORTS ON THE TINING OF -THIS NEW ATTACK VARY FROH 

_TONIGrtT TO THE FIFTEENTH OF FEBRUARY." 
. . 

2. A Rf?ORT RECEIVED AT 2320. HOURS ESTI~•1ATES VC STRENGTH 
;_ss~M3LED FOR THE TET OFFENSIVE AGAINST SAIGO!'J TO Z.. FOUR REGH:ENTS 
OF' 18 BATTALIONS. - ONLY ONE REGHSNT 
HAS ·BEEN EM?LOYED DURING THE INITI.~L ATTAC::, UITH THE REMAI~HNG 

. "F0U.RTZEN BATT AI.. IONS BEING DEPLOYED INTO S,·1ALL SIZE GROUPS SCATlER:2D 
n-1 SU3UR3AN AREAS OF THE CITY SUCH AS PHU LAtf; AND B!NH THor; THE 
L.t\RG2ST C~NCENTRATION IS BELIEVED TC BE IN !i-L~~~H LOC THON VILLAGZ · 
OF GO VA? DISTRZCT lN ·GIA DINH ?ROVINCE • . TXZS£ UNITS ARE REPORTED 
TO BE AHAI7I~iG ORDERS ·_ 6 L.l\UNCH PHASE T~'10 O? TEZ ·.ATTACK ON SAIGON 
PR03A3LY 11 FEBRUARY. 

4. FIEL~ ~!SSEM: STATE USMACV 7T~·AI~ 
01i. ZO_BJHI~N :~ONL·Y~: PACFLT A2P.~C ?AC;iF 
~ ... 

500 

t.5(e) 
3.4(b){1) . 

1.S(o) 
3.4(b)(1) 

.... 

1.S(o) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(o) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S(o) 
3.4(b)(1) 



INFOJlM.A TlON 

SatwnaJ, Febnary 10, 1968 -- 6:00 p. m. 

MEMOllANDUM roa THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: New• Medla Coatac:ta 

Yeetel'llay. Feltl'll&rJ 9, aad today, Felrraary 10, I met wlth John Scali, 
RBC New•; .Robert Spivack, The Spivack Report; Charles Bat-tlett, News 
Focm : Joaepg Fromm and Jack Sutherland, U. S. New• and World Report. 

I took them all tllnapl the docmaeate OA Vietnam: prla ... r of 
war nporta; cooperatl .. and reri"Yal la the 0.lta; canaltle•• reor1aal•tlea 
ef the VletauneH IOYenunent; ete. I took my .. -.1 Hae: ._ are la the · · 
mlcldle of an 1mpHtaat D&ttle; tile flr•t atac• Ila• not 1one l»ailJ for our 
•lflei tile battle la aot yet ever uul lta oatcome w01lld depead on the •cale 
of father attaclte oa tbe cltle• ud how tbe7 are luuldled: the coatlalled 
'lltallty of tu Vt.tMme•• IO"•rameat: the oatcom.e of Khe Saab and other 
froatler Nttle•; UMl tile •teadlae•• el U.S. pellc oplaloa. 

w. W. h•tow 

rln 



March 29, 2004 

Processing Note 

A sanitized copy of document #86 has been misnumbered and misfiled as document #87 
since April 1998. Document #86 is the February 10, 1968 memo that begins, "This is an 
odd way for you to receive reports on U.S. public opinion-but interesting." 

Document #87, is the February 10, 1968 memo that begins "Sec. Rusk wants you to see .... " 
It has been declassified in full. On this date, document #87 was placed in the open file, and 
the redacted version of document #86 was renumbered and filed in the correct place. 

Shannon Jarrett 
Archivist 



INFORMATION 

TOP SJ.C:!:ltT XRINE 

Saturday. February 10, 1968 
5:45 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Thls ls an odd way for you to 
receive report• on U. S. public 
opinion -- but interesting. 

WW""Rostow:rln 

SANITIZED 
::'.O. 1 2958, Sec. 3.6 

W. w. Roatow 

r,1i_J#-!. - B-b i 
:.y~ NARA.Date S--...l f'--P> 



INFORMATION 

TOP SIJGl\iiT GQMINT 

Mr. Pre■Weat: 

SataNay, J'eltrwa~ 10. 19'8 
5:45 p.m. 

Sec. ll.uak wl■h•• you to••• hi■ rrnew 
of 303 appr«wal of the ml■■loa of an latelll&eace 
■alp off Cua; ud wt.y he apprOffd lt. 

W. W. Ro■tc,w 

P . S. At,r aad aaYal prHtetl- far thl• ml■■loa 
la OB alert. 

..!feP 61:iGHT GOMtNT 

DECLASS!Fl'-=D 
E O '"' ..,, .:~c. 3 5 
NLJ~=...;;:~;c__--= 

By . 

WWRo■tow:rln 



.. . (:\ .. • . -:;2;;fl(t~t'~:;1t~ ~. ~ .. 
mrollJiiAnoK ~:·., : ·.· -: ·· ·· · · 

Mr. Prealdent: 

Juat after nad~ ~ _ 
Norwealaza plec•, bn lA the middle of aa 
I Corpe report emeqe• the aot1oa for a 
••cea■e-fire to eatabll■h a coalltlon 
1overmnent. 11 

W. W. lloatow 

U: GP E'F==:. 

SA ITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'i ~-1,'j 

By ~ , NARA Date <ls-1 Jjfi" 

1.5(c) 
3.4(b)(1) 

-......: 
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DLA~005 • • • • • 
. ··oo YEKADS 

DE YEKADL 6857R 0411920 
· ZKZK 00 ZSL DE 
· 0 101912Z ZYH 

FM CIA 
TO WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
SSO ACS! DA 
SSO ARLINGTON HALL STATION 
AFSSO USAF 
CNO 

'DIA/ ISIC 
JCS . 
NIC 

. DIRNSA CO:t1MAND CENTER 
·, STATE CRCI) 

.. CIA-OCI · 
.. ZEM ·· 

tffB FE8 ,0 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'I 1,. • .:1~0 

By ~ , NARA Date 'l- 1t>-r;B'· 

: · . .:.:SE e R !-i' L 
'· --: ·-. REPORT CLASS · 6£ ORET \~·:-:-· -:,:---_.;.. _ __;,Jf 
· · '· COUTNRY: SOUTH VIETNAM 

. . SUBJECT: . SITUATION REPORT IN I CORPS AS OF 2400 HOURS ON 
. 10 FEBRUARY 

... -

· . ACQ: 
· .·_ SOURCE: 

VIETNA~l, DA NANG C 10 FEBRUARY 1968) LC.:..·· ----------' 1, ~ l~.) 
THIS IS rffiUATION REPORT ON 10 FEBRUARY PREPARED BY 

.Lc_A_s_1 ..:..f ---~__,.,.. __________ -- ______ ;...;__ _ ___,J J . Yl~(,) [ . -

. 1. THERE -··HAS BE.EN .LITTLE · CHANiiE IN QUANG IP.I PROVINCE DURING : 
. .::T·HE . PAST 12 HOURS. QUANG TRI CITY RE1'1AINS SECURE. ONE SWEEP 
~:OPERATION ':JAS RUN WITHOUT CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY, ·wHO CONTINUES 
TO EXERT PRESSURE ON LINES OF C0£·1MUNICATION, HIGHWAY NO. 9, AND, 
THE CUA VIET RI \IER _TOURE. . 

2. DAN1-\NG . cn·y HAS RE~~AINED. " QUIET DURING . THE D!\Y • ·· V,Q_JUigOR 
CAPTAIN PHAM DUY DAI WHO WAS ARRESTED ON 7 FEBRUARY BY .DANA'"ffi3 . 

. POLICE-·oTJ~rn~tfA- RA·to·-·coNDUCTED BY DANANG SPECIAL SECTOR, SAID __ IN . 
}ilS_PRELIMINARY IN.TERROG~TJ.9N <CONDUCTED BY ARVN> IHAT THE : 'i,C,,...Ji~i:.1~_ .. , 
TPOJ/4? . DI fFERE N_~l ~.CT ~ :.Jl.Sr::~.J.ii~llL.P.~ a,N~,.._.fS~lL wRE s Tr. N~_JQi .. J Tl CAL 

Wl!.r( d<Ut-17' HE .GVN • . , , - . . "· .. ~, ·-·· . 
: "' A. TFCt··vcr°ARE TO USE · MA IN AND LOCAL FORCES ·to GAIN ?O-

fjfl(;;{!.,; ?0':JE R IN CITIES WH£RE THERE ARE. FE~ OR NO Ar•lE.RICAN TROOPS, 
' LIKE·_·HUE CITY. AFTER TAKING CONMAND OF THE CITY THE VC wOULD TRY 
TO KILL ALL DANGEROUS ELEMENTS IN THE CITY ARVN OFFICERS, VIET- . 
N.AMESE OFFICIALS, VIETNAHESE 11/HO ~ORKED WITH AMERICAN AGENCIES, AND 
ALL ELEt1ENTS vJHO OPPOSE THE VC. . 

-B. IN ·clTl!ES WERE THERE ARE-- AHE.RICAN TROOPS IN FORCE, · FOR · 
EXAM,CE, . DANAllh -THE VC TACTIC IS· TO HARASS THE. ENVIRONS OF THE 
.C!TY~.--AT THE SAME TD1E THEY WII..L SEND MANY SAPPERS INTO THE CITY. 
-THE SA?rERS ARE TO GUIDE THELOCAL PEOPLE IN SURPRISE ATTACKS ON 
At1t11UNITI9N AND WEAPONS DEPOTS AND THEN ISSUE THE CAPTURED WEAPONS 

.. . ~I"\ • . . • • ·.""_.. . ... .. .. -.~-- - . . ... ---· ·.---~- - --- · - -- -- .. - --- -· - -



J.U l..~.H .. m .. n: .. vr1..r... Al' J.l..J"( J.Jil::i, TliE VG 1/JlLL ATTl!:l"iPT TO GAIN 
POLITICAL POWER IN THE C!ITY. <VC JUNIOR CAPTAIN P" '\il'l DUY DAI wAS 
F®lERL Y CHIEF OF STAF, . 402ND SAPPER BATTALION -(1"--,,' 9) OF DANANG, 

~ -:. THEN -AN INSTRUCTOR AT h(E VC NR-5 SAPPER TRAINING SCHOOL. IN 
~- OCTOBER 1967 HE vlAS ASSIGNED AS NILITARY CP~DRE AND CONCURRENTLY 

· SAPPER CHIEF OF THE QUANG DA CGVN QUANG NA~ AND DANANG CITYi 
HEADQUARTERS. ON 29 JANUARY DAI INFILTRATED INTO DANANG CITY TO 
LEAD THE MOVEMENT OF THE "REVOLUTIONARY ~1ILITARY POPULAR FORCES.") 

. 3. ,HOI AN, .QUANG --NA ~•1 PROVHJC£ 1 ?RESENTED A QUITE ;:-~Or~ViA l.. AP- : 
> PEARANC£ ON 10 FEBRUARY. MANY PEOPLE WERE MOVING ABOUT THE CITY 

.· .. AND THE MARKET AREA WAS IN BUSINESS, ALTHOUGH MAJOR STORES \\JERE 
. STILL CLOSED. A?C' S UNDER ESCORT CONVOY BEGAN TEMPORARY REPAIR OF 

· . THE ROAD BETi.r.iEEN HO! AN AND DANA NG ON 10 FEBRUARY. THE CONVOY 
REACHED DANANG CITY WITHOUT INCIDENT, ALTHOUGH SNIPER FIRE CAN ~ 
STILL BE EXPECTED TO OCCUH ON THE ROUTE. 
. ·4. REPORTS FRO.M QUANG THL P,.'ND '. QUANG NGr\I WERE NEGATIVE .. ' .CENSUS 
GRIEVANCE REPORT~ OF 7 FEBRUARY FROM THANG BI~H .. ANJ T~M KY DISTRICTS, 
QUAi·JG TIN PROVH~CE, STATE THAT THE vc· CO NTl:NUE- TO HOLD I NSTRUCTION 

. . CLASSES ON POLITICAt DEMONST~ATIONS. VILLAGERS ARE INSTRUCTED TO 
ARt1° w·ITH MACHETES, SPEARS, OR KNIVES AND TO PREPARE FOOD FOR TEN 

. . DAYS FOR A STRUGGLE AT THANG BINH DI STRICT HEADQUARTERS UNDER T nE , ·1 
: \_ \I)SLo_ Gf>,NS __ .. " UNIO~~" n FO_RWARD, '.'.:_ AND .. A SULT'"_ {.\ ND....A...J.?J11E:.NQ,., . .f.~R . .A _9_; 3">5~--- ) ,, 

\ FIRt _t9=~~si:_e'...lii.._tSiL.A_C.O.ALJ_JJQ_N go~_E_P.J~_i'}~-~_T__ .. __ ; IN 1'Ai1l K'{., DISTRrcr THE ' 
· . VG WERE TO PREPARE A SEVEN-DAY SUPPLY OF - FOOD AND HAND WEAPONS FOR 
:: -_. . ·AN ATTACK ON QUANG TIN PROVINCE HEADQUARTERS. A VIETNAMESE SECURITY 

-- .. SERVICE REPORT STATES -- THAT THE VC ESTABLISHED A HOSPITAL IN .THE 
. . tHANH TRUOC AREA CBT 184005 - 190003 - 197000) IN PHUONG DONG VIL­

:-: LAGE, HAU DUC DISTRiCT. THE HOSPITAL APPARENTLY wAS BUILT S0~1E 
. . TTM-i;- AG,O AND ijEACTIVATED REr.f<'NTLY. AFTER T H£ VG ATT ACK ON TA~l' KY 
.· clTY-ii ·•- .. HE. vcc· i OOJ( 300 l1}0UNDE1i TO . THE HOSPITAL .FOR TREAH·1E N1 .. . THE 
·· ;);lOS:PI!AL HAD THREE DOCTORS, AND 20 t1i!.:DICS • . 

.. 5. FIELD. DISSEM: . STATE USMACV III t1AF CORDS 7TH AF USARV ' 
COMNAVFORV CINCPAC . ARPAC PACAF CALSO SENT SAIGON) 

-SP r-· 
900 

. ·.· .. : 

I • I \ · • 

,,~L,,') 

J,alll>>l'J . 



INFORM.A TION 

... a6Jl:E'l'--OH10 

Mr. Pre•WeDt: 

Sahlrday, Fet.s-uary 10. 1968 
5:40 p.m. 

Herewltb atlll aaather aqaal from Haaol 
that ther are •till latere•ted la ae1ot1at1 .... 

Tlaen la ODe i.t.reatlaa aacl new polat 
wbldl 1 M"9 beea wait .... for; that la. the aotloa 
of a ceaae-flre (marke4 paaaa1e). T.bey may well 
th1ak tbat, ,bay ... failed to bock off tile 10Yeramaat 
and the AB.VN, tbe beet thing they could do woaltl 
be ban a ceaae-flre on a what-we-have-we-lloW 
baala. 

Oalo 3275 

WWRoatow:rl.n 

W. W. Roetow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ q(p -2..0'7 

By C-f,. , NARA Date 11 -3-q7 



1. 80'/1 AlJD Af·lSTE~NS~ CALLED f~E I ( MOR l! 'G 
A .. ~ PP.SSZD 'z FOLL0\'.1!1 G r,;-ssP.GE FRO ·i ALGARD 
L~r:. FEBRU~RY 9 I J OSLO: 

. , 
I • .,.• •• • • .• • • • ,., • 

f · 2. GlUO!.:.. ' Ar.B SSADOR 1GO WXO .MAS JUST RETUR NED F c;.1 XA.!O: 
~ TOD AY c1:3RUARY 9) co VEY[D A M!SSiGE F. o ~ t~= FOR~IG~ 

.· , > MLns··zR THAT ALGA~D WOULD BE \rJELCO ,:::: HMO! tJH!1!:!V:::'.~ 
:-'-, C :·vi::• .1.E: T. HE E ·,PH,\SIZED 1HA1 THE VIS!T SHOULD TAK£ 
, · PLACE AT EA ,Lr~s·· POSSIBLE° rrr-1: . AM3 Go · ALSO REGlUEST2D 
. ,XAT A VIET 'A'1ESS:· RE?RESEinA!!VE, ?RESU[·1~SLY AIJ Af·?ASS. C:1 
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SU9JECT : · sIIUATIO. REPORT PROJECT RECOVERY -- 1800 HOURS, 
·10 FEBRUARY 

1. SAIGO' CO ITI, UEn ITS RETUR. TO O~MALCY. MASSIVE TRAFFIC 
J S DO NTOW . BY ~ID- MO~ IN CAUSED BY LARGE ~U~BER OF VEHICLES 

LOCi<E!)-OFJi t':AI. ARTERIES -- HAI BA TRU G STREET A 1D ROUTE 
THROUGH VIF;T AMESE NAVY HEADQUARTERS. KO 1ER 'II SITED CHOLO.I 

AND PORT AR~A . RE?ORts R CE DISTRIBUTION GOI~G FULL BLAST 
TWELVE 1EWSPA?ERS PUBLISHED TO AY VERSUS 10 YESTERDAY. TWO 
HUNDRED VOLU~EERS ORGANIZED BY YOUTH DIRECTORATE TURNED OUT 
TO ASSIST I.l PICK! G UP SAI90W S GARBAGE. , 

2. YESTERDAY'S DISCUSS IO . S ON SA IGO,! RED~VELOPi'1E T RESULTED 
I WORKI 1 GROUP BEI G PULLED TOGETHER OUT OF MPW DIRECTORATE 
OF ECO:STRUCTIO AD URBA PLANNI G. UE, OF •swR, IS ALSO 
CO t SIDERI N PLANS FOR TWO ~ODEL, TEMPORARY REFUGEE SETTLEME~TS 
CO~ AT PHU THO RACETRACK ANDO E EAR EWPORT) TO HOLD EVACUEES 
UITT IL BU~ .,'S:.>- O'JT SECT IO. S OF TOW l CA.J BE RESTORED BY REDEVELOPERS . 

3 . DES?ITS O~~ICIAL EXPANSION OF LUE AREAS TO ALL OF DISTRICT 4 
A, 0 PART OF 3 AS WELL AS SHORTENIN CURF:~ H URS, SAIGO1l" S 

ILIT Y GOV::'.P ~!OR HAS ,JOT ISSUED A CO. U 1 I U~ •!HICH WILL LLOW 
AN. OU ,CI 1'G THESE: R:'.::L.l\XATIONS O ·RADIO, TV A11D I 1E.1JSPAPERS . 
~E W!LL P.4ISE ISSUE AT TOMORROW ' 3 C0.1t• ITTEE SESSIO • 

4 , V C£ P _SI _NT KY A,JD PRIME MIIHSTER LOC WE T TO PL'EI!<U 
TO G!V~ PE0 T ~LK TO ASSE BLED II CTZ PROVI NCE CHIEFS. DEPCORDS 
,ATTESO' RE?ORTS KY CH.~RG D THEM WITH GETT! 1G ON URGE ~TL Y TO 
EET CiVILIA . R COVERY 1E~DS . SI . ILAR VISIT TO IV CTZ ON 

7 F'F.R..,1'6?Y ~ T t?J;:£111 T~ . r:!i7 1 .c..a..L....._Ttl.1 LSI.A •r. CLlllMT -1;"~ 

~ (C:7 



~A~ '~ ~·Jf\S&!-~t-~::) -~5~,•~----I ~ F. :-! T I - !:-•l ... J-' I.:1!.T:L~)- - "' EICIP~L .. _JjSE 
{\1HIC:H H.1\1") S~l~Ht1 LITTLES .3 ·~ OF U;:st r~cY, SHIFTSD nn~ H!Gl-0~!~ 
G~AR AL~OST !f~~DIATELY. SA ~E CHA~GE NEEDED IN II CT~ ~HSRE 
RtN;;_:RA!.. VIt'H LOC APP.l\R~t-JTLY IS r,lQT EXER TI 1•!S 't, UCH CV~RALL 
LEADERSHIP. nAY BEFORE YESTERDAY HE WAS REPORTED LEADING 
PLATOON-SIZE FOl~CSS I'-1 DALAT. NOW HF. IS WORrtYit1G ~.l30UT E.lEMY 
ARMOR l\TTACK FPOM CAMBODIA N SANCTUARY AGAI~ST PLEI~U. 

5. VIEP~:'\~fS~ AN') US HEALTH OFFICIALS HAVE SOt~E CO~)CERN OVER 
POSSIBLE CHOLERA OUTBREA~ IN CROWDED, UNSANITARY SAIGON REFUGEE 
Ct:" ~)Tt:"PS. C .. " \1TRA1 cnMMTTTE~ H!STRUCTED TASK FOP.CE FR0!1 SAIGON 
[1 4YOR .. S OF'F'1CE',' ~s1,rn M\JD M1NlSTRY OF' HEALTH zo WORK ON COUNTER-
PROGRM1 WITH USAID HELP. 

6. STILL LITTLE CIVILIAN TRAFFIC ON MOST MAIN HIGHWAYS OUTSIDE 
OF TmlNS. LAST· NIGHT'S ATTACK ON 'TAN AN I.N LONG AN CERTAINLY 
DEPRESSED CIVILIAN USE .OF ROUTE4, WHICH IS STILL OPEN TO MY THO. 
ROTE 1 WAS OPE~lF.:D TO PHAN TH!ET BUT CIVILIAN TRAFFIC NOT MOVING 
YET. ENE~Y DESTRUCTION OF BRIDGES AND CRATERING OF RO~DWAY 
CLOSE ROUTE 11 BETWEEN PHAN RANG AND DALAT. TRAFFIC STILL 
NOT ALLOWED TO MOVE ON ROUTE 20. 

7 SHORTAGE OF POL APPEARING IN MANY DELTA AND III CJZ PROVINCES 
E.G., TAY NINH, BIEN HOA,· LONG KHANH, HAU NGHIA AND BINH DUONG 

ALL REPORT REAPIDLY DWINDLING STOCKS -- BECAUSE OF ABSENCE OF 
RESU?PL Y. EVEt\1 THOUGH ROADS MAY BE. OPEN, VIETt~AMESE DRIVERS 
CAN"T GET TO WORK BECAUSE OF CURFEW AND CHECKPOINTS AROUND . 
S.4IGON STOP TRAFFIC IN AND OUT TH .THE CITY. 

8~ EMERGENCY SUPPLIES SHIPPED TO VINH LONG CITY YESTERDAY. 
NEW 1~3 KW GENERATOR TO REPLACE ON DAMAGED IN ATTACK SENT 
TODAY.· AIR t\MERICA, WITH HELPFRO~ MILITARY AIRLIFT, .IS KEEPING 

· U? WITH EMERGENCIES. 

9. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS INSYRUCTED CITY MAYORS AND PROVINCE 
CHIEFS TO ORGANIZE CIVIL DEFENSE UNITS TO ASSIST GOVERNMENT 
FORCES IN ~AINTAINING SECURITY AND ORDER. MANY DIFFERENT IDEAS 
FLOWT ING. ON AMR ING AND OTHER DETA !LS. 

10. CO~OITIONS. OF OUTLYING TELEPHONE AND POWER SYSTEM 
GRADUALLY BEING ASSESSED. PTT OFFICE AT HUE REPORTED DESTROYED. 
NO CIVILIAN TELEPHO~E CIRCUITS OPERATING OUT OF QUI NHON AND 
OFFICE T.HERE ALSO DESTROYED. HALF THE TELEPHONE FAC IT IL !TES 
IN QUA~!G NGA! HAVE BOON 1<NOCXF.D OUT. IN CAN THO THE ELECT!RC 
P.!\RTIALL Y DESTOYED. IN MY "THO AND QUANG NGA! CITY POWER 
PLANTS 1.\IERE DAMAGED . BUT BOTH ARE OPERATING. EMERGENCY LIFT OF . . 



-P~ Rt1MJ.l-H---h-<W-4S: g Q h iE-135.::!.JJ'f._ !-:tt L--k1:4if:f::ffi:)OfFI6UtL !:JOE 
' . 
DIESEL H,~s KE?T BF.N TRE PLANT GOING. r: INETY PERC~~JT OF BA~1 ME 
THUOT' S POWER IS OUT. ALL POWER AND tlJATER ARE OUT IN KONTUM. 
AT PHAN THIET THERE IS NO WATER SERVICE, BUT REPAIRS ARE EXPECTED 
TO PUT SYSTEM BACK IN TOMORROlJJ. FIFTY PERCENT OF THE POWER IS 
OUT. 

11. LATEST FIGURES SHOW POST-TET EVACUEES NOW NUM9ER ABOUT 
345,0~0 -- 32,000 IN I CTZ, 66,000 IN II crz·, 162,000 IN 
!II CTZ <INCLUDING 120,000 IN SAIGON/GIA DINH), AND 85,000 
IN IV CTZ. ALMOST 22,000 HOUSES HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. CIVILIAN 

DEAD TOTAL ABOUT . 1,600 WITH ANOTHER 9,700 ~!OUNDED. 

12. NEXT INSTALLMENT PERILS OF PAULINE 
AVP,ILA13LE TO~ORROW IF 9TH VC DOESNT ATTACK TONIGHT. 

B1JNKER 
BT 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 10, 1968 

ME.7'10RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Further Reinforcements for Viet-Nam 

Bob McNamara and Walt Rostow have given me the gist of the matters dis­
cussed at your meeting Friday with the Joint Chiefs of Staff and I have had 
the opportunity to study General Westmoreland's cable (0916332) to General 
Wheeler. In the latter, Westy sets fort'h his estimate of the situation in 
the four corps areas, his problems there, and his need for further reinforce­
ments from the U.S. He also gives a general indication of how he would use 
these reinforcements if he gets them. 

With regar_d to the broad overall question of v1hether we ·sho·.iid · se·nd _ 
additional forces to Southeast -Asia at this- time, my answer would be af­
·firrnative. · The situation in South Viet-Nam is too precarious and the pos­
sibilities of an unpleasant surprise in Korea or elsewhere in tr£ Far East 
sufficiently acute that it is an act of prudence to move additional ground 
forces to the area as rapidly as possible. As for numbers, I understand that 
the ·Joint Chiei"fs· have· -r·ecornmended · a force· of some 15 battalions totalling about 

·45,000 men which would .seem to me .to be a reasonable increment at this time • .... .. - . ' . . 

I have given some thought to the desirability of putting some strings on 
these forces if they are sent o They rnignt· be· 'k:ept .. partly a.float, partly . on 
Okinawa· ·p_Ef~ng· .w .tb,er :v.e.ril.ication of their need in Soutb Vie·t-N:am • . I think 
we should r~cogl)ize t,hat once they are on the soil of Viet-Nam they are likely 
tq_:9.e .there for keeps •. } . - ·- ... . .. - --· . . 

Although my initial reaction was favorable to exploring the _possibility 
of keeping them as an offshore reserve, a.f.l;er- i'~/idifig"We·sty.~ s ·cable I am con-,; 

r:vinced that the need for these troops is so evident that ·-he .-should hai.•e them., 
•. in 'South Viet-Nam as soon as we can transport them thera • . Their use can be ' 
· controlled or at least influenced by the issuance · of ·new strategic guicance to 
General ~Testmoreland, a matter which I shall discuss below. 

If~~ decide to send these reinforcements, then the ne~~-questicn · is 
their•·repl~."cement .·in the strategic reserve ·at home. I would support the 
argument which I understand the Chiefs have made that three reserve divisiq_ns 

;1?f··called to -active duty and J; would hope that they would be a balanced force 
in the sense o!"having the necessary supporting units to permit their prompt 
deployment overseas if required. I think this call-up is justified by the 
military requirement and that, in addition, . it woul"d..have ~same· po'litical~ 
psychologi:cai vaiu~. µi demonst'ra·f;:i..ng to the- world, including Ha.noi, that we . 1 

"me~n business; J:t would also serv_e _ as f'1 _reminder · to our people at home tha~, 
while we are-not . techrd.ca.1:ly" a"t· war, we are in a situation of similar emergency 
which plac~.1:1 _off our- citizens .duties and res.ponsib:i,).it,ie.§. a:r.1~_J;9gous to those .... 

· ~ -A- _ s~?°~~ ·£t: :g.e.c~red..:'@...r!> 
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I am told that the Chiefs also ,ant an extonsio·n of 'l ours arid a cal1=-11p ·: 
of i ndividual reservists, actions which will require Congressicnal approval. · 
Unless the military need for these actions can be demonstrated to be truly 
overridi.ng, I would. a~vi_se ~gainst a._ny measure requiring Congressional acti9n. 

Passing now to Westy1 s cable, I found much of interest in it, so~e of 
which I had not appreciated before. In particular, I was struck by the 
weakened condition of AR\~1 as he descr~bes · it and his estimate that it would 
take about s ix m.ont:is to :restore it to full strergth. I did not find in the 
cable how he expects to react to the offensive in the north which may strike 
the Third Marine Division units across their forty-mile front from the coast 
to Khe Sanh, usi·n~tNorth Vietnamese units tot·alling about 35,000 an~ supplied , 
for ·60:..90 days of intensified combat (See CIA document "Construction and 

.l,ogistic Activities in the Khe Sanh Area"). ·If the enemy uses this imposing 
force with full effectiveness in a battle of attrition for the widely separated 
Mah·.c-:~~~bpl_osit;ons , ~~n-s!~~ty•-dis::Up~ -t~. p~ns_-~E~· we~y describes iz?.· ./ 

l -'--: 2..a. e_. - - -

Whether or not you decide to send further reinforcements, I · ·w.o,v.1.d re~om-;,,, 
mend -consideration of- ~~1:IY~At;ig !1~ ·strategic . gµid~ce to ~est,J a.r.tl: Admiral ,, 
pnarp, setting forth in broad tenns ·_the __ way: .:the.· campaign should.. 'b.e: ·conduct~ 
t;i~P.ig_ the. cOllling-months. 

Such a document, I believe, should include the following points in ample 
detail to give a clear picture of the results which we would like to achieve 
in the coming campaign. ?tr views on this natter are influenced by the short 
paper which I passed to you today, "Enemy Scenario of the Future?" 

a. The most-pressing matter at this-moment · is ttle· suppression of the 
,attacks -on the -cities and the r estoratio~ 9t: order. · throughout -the ~reas of 
(g~~th V:iJ~.:-~~ _ under attack. · 

b. During this period of crisis . . in .:the _cities and .during the un­
favorable-weather along the frontier, our f orces should avoid maj or actions 
under disadvantageous conditions of weather and/or terrain. Every effort 
should be made to· avoid giving the enemy a "victory" (real or propaganda ) 
during the winter-spring offensive which seems to have begun. We should not 
seek battle close to the cross-border sanctuaries of the enemy but rather try 
to entice him out of the sanctuaries even at the sacrifice of some terrain 
in order to get him into favorable killing zones. We should not undertake to 
hold exposed outposts unless their value is equal to the anticipated cost and 
unless reinforcements_ are available if needed for the defense·. 

c. While avoiding combat at a disadya!'ltage, :wt!!: -sh"ould build up mooil"e 
r eserves-in ·readiness- to pass to a yigo~ous offens;i,ve with the r e_sumption of 
favorable weather in ¥.:arch. In the meantime, much of our current military 
acti vi ti · si:io·uld . be ~I: cted at s~t tip:g ~P _ _!llai~~r e~~s 'foy a: d.ec:is.iVCY 
bl:C?.K..<f llr.ing .. 0.1,11.:. .9J:f ~ nsi.~.. . ~ 
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d. Throughout the coming months, we should maintain the b-:,mffing of 
the ncr·th ""'.'at maximum levels of effectiveness. I f we ca.n find North Vietnal!lese 
command and control centers, t hey should be attackedo 

Recognizing that it is the goal of the enemy to initiate negotiations 
under conditions of no bombing of North Viet-Nam for the purpose of reaching 
agreement on a coalition government, we should devise a political track para.1.1.'el 
to the m:i.litary which would include a jo'int US/ GVN assertion cf t he principles 
which must govern any ·terminal settlement to which we would agree. Such a 
statement of principles would rule out any coalition government based upon 
the arbitrary inclusion of members of the National Liberation Front in the 
Saigon government and would reject any action tending to nullify the new 
constitutional government but would offer participation in elections to all 
Viet Cong who will pledge allegiance to the Constitution. The exact terms 
of such an offer need a careful elaboration which I shall not attempt here. 

In a short summary, my recom.'11Eirida.t'i·on is that we ·start reinforcing at 
·· onc-e·-but,ccfrj.cv.rrently, review and clarify our. militiirY .. .. ;iP9.. p_c?it.tical ob­
·:iectives -for the Temainder of .. this year • 

.§EGRET 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in Vietnam 

C M -2 999 -6 8 
10 F e brua ry 1968 

You have received General Westmoreland' s sixth report on 
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM 
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:00 
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation 
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland assesses the current situation as 
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red 
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the 
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for 
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. He is also striving to 
reopen the roads, so as to permit the resupply of food. He reports 
that there is plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang. 

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks 
in the eastern part of the DMZ area, and he is sending General 
Abrams to talk to the com..-rnanders in that area about this potential 
threat . General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a 
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly, 
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and Zuni 
rockets against any tank attack in that area. 

The Hue/Phu Bai area is, as was reported yesterday, being 
reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions . Presently, 
three-fifths of the city is controlled by South V ietnamese forces; 
however, General Westmoreland estimates that there are some 
2, 000 Viet Cong still in Hue. · 

DECLASSIFIED 

Aamaatypt: S: Lq/t:l-3:1,f 

BJ~ . NARA. 0. ,;.< -/0-4 :l./ 
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There are five battalions of the Americal Division south of 
Danang. There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is 
reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese Division are 
now pulling back. 

The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on 
landing by a 12. 7 mm machine gun; as the aircraft landed, the 
POL aboard exploded. 

Th~ II Corps area was relatively quiet. There is still fighting 
in Dalat, but .we are making headway there. Elements of the 33d 
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me 
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant 
who defected from the 174th North Vietnamese Regiment reported 
that one-third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh 
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 800 
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area. 

In Long An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured, 
one of whom was a North Vietnamese from Cambodia - - significantly, 
several brand new weapons, of Red Chinese make (still in cosmoline) 
were captured. In the capital, Viet Cong assassins killed eight 
policemen. 

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on 
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this. 

The IV Corps area was also relatively quiet. The Riverine 
Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area, where there is an enemy 
build-up. General Westmoreland hopes to reopen Highway ·4 by 
Sunday night. 

MACV Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which 
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened. 
General Abrams will operate from that headquarters from time to time. 

2 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 



INFOB.MA TION 

Sat1&N&y, Febn1&ry 10, 1968 
12:50 p.m. 

Herewith a £1Da1 me••••• to yea 
from Prime Mbu•t•r Wlleoa. 

W. W.. B.oatow 

WWRoatow:rla 



TEXT OF 11.msS.AGl·~ 

1 0 ~'e bru~n·y, 1 9 68 • 

This is to bring you briefly, but with hea!'tf~lt 

v,arnrth and sincori ty, ra.y thanks and deep appreciation. 

for the cordiality of your welcome and for the 

openhearted way in which, as always, you developed 

your thinking. Wzy- thoughts and wishes go out to you 

for the difficult days that lie ahead. many thanks 

again and warmest regards to M.rs. Johnson and yourself. 

I shall be acting in London on the suggestions you made 

at our short final talk yesterday, and will be in touch 

with you further about it. 

Harold 
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Mr. Prealcleat: 

We flret recelv" aa ... ,,_. copy of 
Preel .. at Park'• letter t• yoa. It wa• 
modlfled la the llpt el 41aeu•loa w1tlk 
Alab. Porter. AttachH (Ta1- A) l• the f1aa1 
veraleD. 

Aleo attached (Tu B) b a :me••aa• 
from S.Mll ladlcatilla the tbree erltlcal 1••--• 
that Vaace wlll lace. 

Seolll 4131 
Seolll 4142 

w. w. aoatow 
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E.O. 12.' 5:'.i , Sc,. 3.4( ) 
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Saturday, February 10, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR PORTER (Seoul 4131) 

The "{Hisigned copy of President Park's letter to President Johnson 
dated February 9 was delivered to me at 4: 00 AM EST today. Text as 
follows. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Yesterday, I received your kind letter which has given details of 
your views again through Ambassador Porter. 

I understand your view that the Pueblo incident, a question of 
immediate concern to you, should be dealt with separately "in somewhat 
different perspectives II and with differing tactics from the longer run question · 
of ensuring the security of the Republic of Korea as you have termed. 

However, the North Korean Commandos I intrusion into Seoul has 
given such a particular and serious impact upon my people that an alien would 
find it hard to grasp it fully and the indignant feelings of my people against the 
North Korean Communists seem to have reached the apex. 

Although it is understandable to me that you are seeking an earliest 
possible solution to the question of the Pueblo, you will no doubt know that 
my personal understanding cannot be equated with that of my fellow countrymen 
as you may have experienced yourself in dealing with various problems such 
as the Vietn~m War. If your excellency considers it absolutely necessary to 
?ave further closed meetings with the North Koreans in order to have the crew 
of the Pueblo back, it is likewise necessary for us to have your assurances on · 
the following points: 

1. The problem of the North Korean Raiders I incursion on Seoul, 
as separate from the question of the Pueblo, will be brought before the 
Military Armistice Commission meetings in .the immediately near future. 
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2. And we lodge a protest with the North Koreans; press them 
to admit the aggressive act, apologize for it and pledge that such an act 
will not be repeated in the future. 

3. In case the North Koreans refuse to accept this and change 
their attitude: 

A. The Republic of Korea and the United States forces take 
an immediate retaliatory action in accordance with the provisions of the 
mutual defense treaty between the two countries: 

B. And at the same time, issue a formal warning to them that 
the Republic of Korea and the United States forces will take immediate punitive 
action, if the North Koreans make resort to such actions again in the future . 

These, I believe, are the minimum measures required for ensuring 
the security of the Republic of Korea. 

I know your excellency is concerned with the security of our country 
more greatly than anyone else and have taken measures to strengthen our 
national defense. This I appreciate always. 

But a fact remains that the infiltrations by the North Koreans into 
the South have increased, not decreased, since the Armistice although we have 
done our utmost to stren~then our defense capability. Therefore, I want you to 
understand the increasingly keener awareness among my people that strengthened 
defense alon~ will not be complete in solving the problem of our security. 

If we are to dissuade the North Koreans from their aggressive acts, 
simultaneously assuaging the wrath of my people, we should make the North 
Koreans fully recognize our resolute determination that we will not allow them 
to commit an aggressive act without subjecting themselves to our immediate 
punitive action. 

What I have so far outlined above is related to the measures for 
ensuring the security of my country, for which you have shown such a great 
concern, and I do not think that there may be any point of disagreement with you. 

In summation, I am sure, that the security of the Republic of Korea 
rests on: 

S:i:GRE'F 
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1. Strengthening of our defense capability to such an extent 
where we maintain an absolute supremacy over the North, and 

2. Driving it home to the North Koreans that an aggressive act 
will be met with immediate, stern punitive action. 

If the North Koreans feel free that they can act on a premise that 
aggression against the South can be commitred with impunity, no increase in 
our defense capability will give complete io~ution to our cardinal problem, 
an effective guarantee against any re-invasion by the North. 

B.E:CftE'f"" 
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SEGR~l"-NODISJCAC I OS -- February 10, 1968 

Text of Message from Ambassador Porter (Seoul 4142) 

Subject; Korean Government Plans for Vance Visit 

Stating he was acting on instructions from the Foreign Ministry, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs International Affairs Bureau Director 
called the Political Counselor to his office to discuss subjects the 
Korean Government will wish to raise with Vance. 

He lead into this subject by stating that the Korean Government is placing 
great e:,tpectations on Vance I s visit, which could be the real turning point 
in KoreanGovernment-US relations. He said the Korean Government and 
the entire Korean people hoped that Vance, a special emissary of Presi­
dent Johnson, would not let the Korean Government down, and in this 
context he referred to the "failure" of the 1953 visit under similar tense 
circumstances by Assistant Secretary Walter Robertson. 

He then alluded to the fact that Minister of Foreign Affairs had been in­
structed by the Blue House to prepare a position paper for Vance and a 
general outline of a joint Park/Vance communique and US-Korean joint 
declaration. He said that the latter two should deal with three major 
points: 

The question of operational control: He said that the Korean Govern­
ment understood the need to have CINCUNC retain operational control of 
Korean forces but that there should be some change in the rules of game. 
It seemed strange, he said, to the Korean Government that when in­
truders penetrated deep into Korean territory, the Korean military com­
manders should have to seek the CINCUNC 1 s permission to use Korean 
combat troops to destroy intruding forces. The system should be changed 
to permit Korean commanders immediately to deploy against intruders, 
perhaps notifying CINCUNC that Korean forces had been withdrawn from 
his operational control for such purposes. Furthermore, when intruders 
ventured into Korean territory and were engaged by Korean and US forces, 
the rules of the game should permit application of the principle of hot 
pursuit; Korean Government should not have to stop south of Military 
Demarcation Line (MDL). 

Punitive measures: US and Korea should make it clear to the enemy 
and to rest of world that they will not permit North Korea to conduct ag­
gressive acts against Korea without fear of retaliation. The US and South 
Korea should announce that if intrusions continue, they will physically 
punish North Korea by striking at the root source of North Korean aggres­
sion. Not only should this warning be made unequivocally clear in words 
of the Governments, but some puri.tive action must be taken the next time 
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North Koreans strike. He suggested that Nor~ Korean guerrilla train­
ing camps miJftt WY1ake suitable targets and said that if they were wiped out 
it would not-meo-A local, much less general wa.r. 

US commitment: He said that m.ost sophisticated Koreans are aware 
that President Johnson has au.thotity to order US forces into combat with­
out explicit Congressional approval and that South Korea and South Viet­
nam would not exist today were this n?t so. The Korean populace, how­
ever, suffers fI:om a trauma from the Kcrea War which has been re­
open~d by US unwillingness to take military action following the Blue 
House raid and the Pueblo incident. The people doubt that the US will 
octually commit its forces to defend them in case North Korean aggres­
sion continues and are especially concerned over language in the Mutual 
Defense Treaty which says that each party will act in 11 accordance to its 
constitutional process. 11 What is needed, he said, is some flat state­
ment in the document to which the U. S. Government is party which 
spells out the fact that President Johnson can commit US forces with-
out time-consuming Congressional debate and approval. 

The Political Counselor lead him carefully through all the difficulties 
which surround each of the propositions. The Director agree that the. 
Korean Government was aiming high, but held firmly to the position that 
something dramatic of the nature he had described must come out of 
Vance's visit. 

iiE GRE'i' =UODI3 / CA C'r US 
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0 R 1011402 FEB 68 ZFF-1 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECST4TE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6260 
INFO CINCPAC 

6 i CR i T~A.~ 18892] 

CINC?AC FOR POLAD 

t. I MET WITH PRESIDENT THIEU MORNING -FEB -10 TO·Go 
OVER THE CURRENT SITUATION. 

2. I CO~PLIMENTED THIEU ON HIS SPEECH TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 
THIEU SAID HE HAD HAD FOUR MAIN PURPOSES BEHIND "H!S SPEECH / 
FIRST, TO ASK FOR THE ASSEMBLY"S SUPPORT IN G:C:~-: ~RAL AND 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE SPECIAL SECURITY MEASURES NOW REQUIRED, 
WHICH P£ SAID WOL~D BE RELAXED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIEU SAID 
HE AL SIJ 1.rA. '.ffED TO RE!\SSURE !HE ASSEMBLY -~HAT HE WOULD AC T UNDER . 
THE co;,;stITUTION AND THAT THESE MEASURES WERE ONLY .. FOR E:'lERGENCY 
PURPOSES. SECOND, TO INFORt:1 THE A.SSEMBLY OF THE NEEIT!IOSPEED 
UP r!OBE.IZATION PLA~!S AND TO RE~r:z sr SPECIFIC Authoriey . ? OR THE 
'DE.FENSE :H.HSTER TO ACCO·MPLISH .i.N SIX MQNTHS WHAT ;.had 8.EEN · 

~M11 I Jt7=s~,n:= S E. . C R t T- . 
ORIG !NALLY PLANNED FOR A YC:AR; FURTHER, TI> fROPDS! THE ..-fi1!LlTARY:· 
TRA H I NS 07 CIVIL SERVANTS FOR ·SELF-D £r E:·J ee and RQ'tCfRAINING F.OR. 
STUDENTS. THIHD, , TO REQUEST THAT THE 8UDGE't 8c APPROVED 
BEFORE THE E;m OF FEBRUARY. FOURTH, TO ASX. TH~ "'5Sc'28\.Y' 
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TO DELEGA E TO HIM THE POWER TO: PASS URGENT FINAN.CIAL'; AND.. 
ECONOr1 Ie ;r,EASURE S FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO ONE YEAR. ; THIEU 
SAID HE MIGHT HAVE TO COMPROMISE WITH A ·SHORTER PERIOD. 
HE ADDEO THAT HE ?LANNED. TO DISCUSS THESE MEASURES WIT.R THE 
A?PROPR! ~ OMf ITT ES BEFORE PASSING DECREE LAWS OR, IF !HE 
·.ATTER 1! .• ,:> ·. co s .SITIV: FOR PUBL.IC DISCUSSION, WITH THE. 
SPEAr.E,S OF THE TWO HOUSES. . 

3. I THEN ASKED THIEU IF . HE ELANNED TO INSPECt SOME OF T,HE­
MO S. D.~ GEJ AR:A AROUND THE COUNTRY AND SAID THAT WE 
.\iOULv -:· \.!/~?PY 10 PROVIDE ·A PLANE IF THAT· WOULD BE OF ASSIST-· 
ANCE re : ! :i ~ AND THAT PERHAPS HE MIGHT WISH TO TAKE THE . . 
AMBASSADORS OF THE TROOP CONTRIBUTIN3 COUNTRIES WITH HIM. 
THI S!. w THAT HE PLANNED !O MAKE SUCH AN- i INSPECTION DURING .THE 
NEXT,:·: D~ S. THERE WOULD BE A CABINET MEETING ON SUNDAY, 
FEBR: fl. -. 1 • , Ai\ D THEN HE PLANNED TO SPEND ONE DAY EACH 
BEGINNI~lG F=.BRUARY 12 IN EACH CORPS REGION TO GE.! BRIEFED 

e.AGE ::37UP.fJ-flF1'8S9zi;.£# S ¢ A & P 
ON THE .- -LT7 RY SITUATION, TRY TO 'MAKE SOMw AS$SSMENT , 
OF THE DA··1 ':;i: P,ND THE SITUATION OF THE POPULATION, AND TALK 
TO PEO?LE ABOUT rHrlR IM .EDIATE PROBLEMS. WE DISCUSSED 
THE POSSI3ILITY OF THE At18ASSADORS FRO~ THE OTHER TROOP CON-
TRIBUTI~G NATIONS ACCOMPANYING HIM. I SUGGESTED THAT ON · 
TH~SE 1:: rtr:·L TRIPS E DO iT ALONE IN ORDER TO MAKE IT A ?URELY 
VliI NA h-S2 EXE CISE. THE TCC AMBASSADORS COULD 
PERnA?S MAKE TRIPS AROUND, EITHER WITH THE PRESIDENT IF .HE 
SO DESIRED OR ON THEIR O~N. THIEU AGREED THAT THIS WOULD BE A 
GOOD PROCEDURE. H~ IJO~FIRMED '! .,!'T !-\IS'· IF~ ·.;~ s IN SAIGON 
VISIT! l G RI -::-·;r;E?-; '"' 7 ~·;2R~ i\i .!;.., ,;os?!TALS AS ·,.:?: LL AS CONTR IBUTING 
BLOOD .~:n :-_ Jr.:, T. ' T O, •. ONDAY SHE WOULD BE MAKING VISITS .. 
TO A NW1Br: R 'JF C_ T . : s I N T!'.':' DZL -A S'JC:f AS CAN THO A tD SOC 
TRMZG. THEREAFT:.. SH[ ~CULD CO ::.Jf HltJii: SUCJI , 
ACTIVITIES ZN TIC SAfGON AREA• I TOLD THIEU TJIAT MV 
Wifr IIAS IIERE A,.0 WOULJ> 8£ 'YfRY HAPPY TO 8~ OF ANY HILP 
SHE COULD TO IIRS. THIEU. 

4. I ASKED THIEU H ,1 >JIS 1Jfl.MOIG HAD D£,,ELOPEJ> OH tu-• 
POSSIBILITY OF ~N ADVISORY COUNCIL 0~ PRCfllNiNT REPRESEN_TAT~VES 
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OF VA~ IOUS RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL .GROUPS. THIEU .SAID HE HAD 

0 PAQ~KulR 18892---S F i I & T . 
BEEN GIVING FURTHER THOUGHT TO THIS 'IDEA AND TO HIS EARLIER 
SUGGESTION FOR A CONGRESS OF NOTABLES. HE HAD DECIDED· THAT 
THE LATTER PROPOSITION WAS NOT VERY -PRACTICABLE SINCE IT WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT TO GET AN AGREED RESOLUTION OF THE SORT HE DESIRED 
FROM SUCH A VARIED GROUP OF POLITICAL FIGURES -AND HE ALSO FEARED IT 
MIGHT CREATE MISUNDERSTANDING AND DISSENSION WITHIN THE 

· ASSE!-lBLY. .!...-: 1·: . q O', THINKING OF CALLING IN SEPARATE 
LEA· ~n~ OF J~RIQ J S RELIGIOUS GROU?S, SUCH AS THE CAO DAI, 
MOA ·4 TH~ C~T OL!CS AND THE BBDDHISTS, TO GET THEIR 
SUPP -- F.... HE .-;OVZ .... NMENT. FOLLOWING THIS HE WOULD 
C~. LL I :' _::. _. ":RS OF POLI !CAL GROUPS ·CNE AT A TIME FOR 
THE SA,i~ ?J . . -OSE. SUBSEQUENTLY HE WOULD ASK -THEM 10 

··JOIN Hl A~1 .DVISORY COUNCIL TC THE PRESIDENT. 

5. I REMARKED TO THIEU THAT THE COND TIONS IN CHOtON WERE 
VERY DI ST .• .::. :am AH) I ASKED FOR HIS VIEWS ABOUT WHAT . 
SHOOL ":~ 'f'\ "' :;E THErtE. I NOTED ALSO .THAT REPORTS OF POSSIBLE 
ENE:1 Y .-"' .~X 2 :~ THE DA NANG , KONTUM A. D CA ~1 THO AREAS . - . 
,APPEaR_D - (; co;;::-rRM Tl-'£ SECOND POINT HE HAD MADE TO ME' 

. THE OT ·: ::- : ."' : , . A~lELY THAT THE E1 ErjY 1l! OULD SEEK TO KEEP 
UP HARAS - · ~ ~~-, I NFILTRATION AND POLITICAL ~A§ IN KEY 

P" e.:,surc. 

PASE § RUl1M IR ► , 18~2: 8 E; Eft,Jl::T .• .. 
CITIES TH 13HO UT IHE COUNTRY. THIEU SAID . THIS !lAS CLEARL t:· 
PART OF GE t .... L GIAP'S STRATEGY, AS HE HAD ALSO EMPLOYED 
IT ! · . 1954 , 't1HIC J.J. INVOLVED HOLDIN~ TE NACIOU'5LY TC TEnRI!ORY GAINED NO 
MATTER \f HA! CA SUALTIES HIGHT BE INVOLVED AND THE t•lOVI NS FOR-· 
~ARD 9 IT 3Y B! TO TAJ<E ADDITIONAL .A?.EAS. HE SAID THAT HE 
EST !"•! TED GI A? .AD ACCl?!ED LOSSES E UIVALE'n 1'0 n:o DIVI-
SIONS I.~ F"OLL tr ::"3 TH! "' STRATEGY 3EFCRE DIE,J BIEN PHU. HE 
SA ID THA tN . H~ .r CH010 • fK? t .~ ,, 11' . PLA NED ft> 
MA ! ,)TA m 'IM~. snns tuJ . :rs . _ tilt B.~- 16 AffA4 
SA I GO . • ? • . ,t E t !~Jt · RSY ff , RSPORZ~ .Et ~Lt';lN:Q ·' 
INTO Ttil . uo Utt~\° Q.N' - Ot ;-I'L t st-i·-· ' n MAO !ED l3E'lb\V VERY WELL 

SEeRET 

' . 
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TOWARD THE ' ?ZOPLE • . THIEU. SAID " THAT IT -- WAS VITAL TO CLEAR . OUT ·,. 
THE I NFRASTRUCTU,, E I N CHOLON AND AL.SO TO HiPROVE . THE VIETNAMESE 
I NTELLIGENCE CAPf"'BILITIES WHICH ARE OBVIOUSLY INADEQUATE. AT 
?.RESENT. HS BELIZVED THAT IN THIS RESPECT -THE CHINESE · 
EMBASSY MIG ~T BE OF ASSISTANCEe 

6~ HJ CONCLUDING OUR CONVERSATION I REITERATED MY FEELING 
THAT ·11 WAS MOST IMPORTANT FOR THE PEOPLE TO SEE THIEU 
FREQUENTLY A~D BECOME AWARE OF HIS CONCERN FOR THEM AND HIS 
INTENTION TO HELP THEM. I URGED HIM ONCE. AGAIN TO USE THE 
RADIO AND TV FREQUENTLY IN BRIEF REPORTS TO THE PEOPLE • 

. BUNKER 



lNFOllMATJON 

-CONJ"IDENTl:AL 

Satuday. J'ebnary 10, 1968 
10:45 a.m. 

Mr. he•ldeat: 

I am ■u.re ,- wlll wlab to rea4 
canflllly thl• lma1blatln memor&Dd11m 
of Gea. Tayler•• ancl wlah I bacl 'beea 
t.ri,llt ea-,ll to wrlte It. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I NGTON 

February 9, 1968 

Enemy Scenario of the Future? 

Although it is always dangerous to indulge in prediction, it is fairly 
evident that the enemy in Viet-Nam have embarked upon a program which is 
r easonably predictable in the sense that we know pretty well how they wish 
the future to unfold. We can expect them to act in a way consistent ·with 
their wishes--unless we prevent them. 

I would guess that, several months ago, the enemy high com.'lland abandoned 
any t hought of continued reliance upon prolonged conflict and the progressive 
attrition of our forces and our will. Instead, they decided "to go for broke" 
prior to our national election, taking advantage of the tunnoil of an election 
campaien and the anticipated difficulties for the Administration in taking 
cr itical deci si ons i n the election atmosphere . They may even hope to influence 
the choice of a peace-candidate if their spring activities are sufficiently 
successful. 

In laying out their schedule, one can guess at some of the factors which 
the enemy l eade r s must be taking into account in establishing their calendar. 
For example, TET afforded an excellent opportunity for a surprise attack on 
the cities under the cover of their announced cease-fire. The monsoon weather 
is another factor affect i ng their plans since they should stage their much ad­
vertised winter-spring offensive under weather conditions most favorable to t heir 
side. These will obtain fran now until about March 1, when the weather should 
change to our advantage. Finally, there is the Presidential election in the U.S. 
by which time Hanoi would hope to present the new administration with a coalition 
government in Saigon as a fait accompli. 

Assuming the validity of the foregoing hypothesis, one can show in chart 
fonn the possible course of events. Such a chart is attached which accounts 
for the five phases which information leads us to believe to be in their plans. 

a. The attack of the cities. 

·b. The winter-spring offensive in the North am Northwest. 

c. Negotiations while fighting (they would hope to take place under 
conditions of no bombing in North Viet-Nam). 

d. 
domination. 

A coalition government emerging from negotiations under Communist 
) 

e. The eventual withdrawal of the U.S. military presence from South 
Viet-Nam following our elections. 

CONFIDENT TA I, 

DEO A~IFIIJ) 

Authociq ~ /O- 2 - ?{ . 
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While the foregoing is largely -speculation, it has enough plausibility 
to warrant reflection. We should be looking for ways to upset such a scenario. 

,/ 1 ','°\ ' ) 
.' / /./ ,,,,....._ 

M. D. T. 

Attachment: 

Chart. 

--GGNFIB:SN4'IA~ . 
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SEell-r,r 

SahrdaJ, Feltraar, 10, 1968 -- 10:30 a. m. 

Mr. Preeldeat: 

Sec. lbaak Jut called me to aay tbat Ile now ha• 1rave mle1lvla1• 
uoat •••lac Cy Vaace on to 5aitC1111. He feela that the effectl••-•• of 
ala ml•aloa la Seov.1 woald INt 1:reatly dlmlal•hed lf Cy then proee .. ecl on 
a 1raact toar. A. 1reat deal rW.• on the aacce•• of the Vaace mlaelaa. 

Sec. R.uk •-••t• that Nick Kat .. uach or Paul Nlt• do tile Job 
1n Sataoa on a wlaolly aeparate ml■aloa. 

W. W. .R.oatow _ / ,, 

' L_.__.,r>v . ~ (µ~ :ru~j;.,~~c -wo . ~~ 

SZGR.ET 

WWRoatow:rlD 
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OFFICE OF THE CHA,.MAN 

joint Chiefs of Staff 

MEMO TO: 

31 January 1"968 

/ 
GENERAL WHEELER 

.~/~ 

Ii, despite General Westmoreland 1 s 
be st estimate, the situation a~ Khe Sar.1.h 
should become desperate, the issue of 
using will be raised. 

'Ii for no ot her reason, it would be· 
raised because the subject was con- · 
sidered at the time of Dien Bien Phu . 

.. Qi.J:ery: Would some _contingency 
target analysis be in order? · 

SANITIZED 
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Saturday, February 10, 1968, 9:15 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

. 
This is t11e sixth report on the Khe· Sanh area and covers the 

24-hour period of February 9, 1968 (Washington time). 

During the reporting period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the 
outlying areas continued to receive sporadic shelling from mortars, with 
occasional rocket rounds reported. 

The night of February 9 - 10 was characterized by brief contacts 
with exchanges of small arms fire and grenades. At 10:15 AM EST a 
Marine Listening Post about three kilometers northwest of the Khe Sanh Base 
received small arms fire and grenades in conjunction with a ground attack by 
an estimated 35 to 40 enemy. The Listening Post withdrew to the company 
perimeter and the Marine Company then received seven satchel charges in 
the perimeter wire, with two enemy penetrating the outer wire. In the face of 
the defense action, the enemy did not press the attack. This action resulted 
in two Marines killed and three other receiving minor wounds. The extent 
of the enemy casualties is unknown. 

At midnight last night C-130 aircraft received enemy fire about 
two miles southwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip while approaching for a landing. 
The aircraft caught fire and was completely destroyed, resulting in two 
killed, four critically injured, and three missing. 

During this period Marine Tactical Air flew .34 sorties. The 
Air Force flew 66 sorties, the Navy flew 63, for a total of 163 sorties in the 
Khe Sanh Area. The Marine air strikes produced several secondary explosions 
while the Air Force reported three secondary explosions, four secondary fires, 
and three trucks destroyed. 

DECLASSIFIED --~1 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.6 .., -S;ECRET : 

. NLJ '1,-1tB 
By ,..:v , NARA, Date f-b-of 
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Photo reconnaissance obtained confirms the presence of 
several PT-76 tanks in the Lang Vei area. There were four ARC 
LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) run in the Niagara area in support of the 
Khe Sanh Base and its environs. 

On February 9 the Ground Control Facility at the Khe Sanh 
was rendered inoperative due to enemy fire. As a result only three 
C-130 aircraft were able to resupply with 32 short tons of cargo. Twenty­
two short tons of the resupply was petroleu,:n, oil, and lubricants, and the 
remaining ten short tons were individual combat rations. The level of 
stocks of all classes remains adequate. The Ground Control equipment 
was back in operation today. No COFRAM ty'Pe ordnance was used during 
the period. For the· period midnight Friday to midnight Saturday EST, 
there will be six ARC LIGHT strikes (39 sorties) flown in the Niagara 
area. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support of Khe San.¾, while 
the Air Force has 88 sorties planned, and the Navy has 100 planned, for a 
total of 232 sorties. The Air Force has 120 additional sorties on alert. 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

On February 9 the weather was poor in the afternoon with cloud 
ceilings of 700 feet and fog. By 4:00 PM the weather conditions began to 
deteriorate with zero visibility by 8: 00 PM. The weather improved to 
marginal early Saturday morning and there was good visibility. The weather 
then remained marginal the rest of the morning. The forecast for the period 
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal weather to continue until about 
8: 00 PM. At this time the formation of fog will make the weather poor with 
visibilities of less then 1 mile. Conditions will improve to marginal by 11: 00 A.i."\1 
on February 11 with ceilings of 1200 feet. 

The first two groups of Lao personnel (83 total) arrived in Danang. 
All are personnel of the BV-33 Battalion. They are housed on the Danang 
Air Base. Rations are being furnished. U.S. and local relief officials have 
made arrangements for sanitation, water, and other necessities. Embassy 
Vietiane has responded in this matter and we expect that either Lao Aircraft 
or Air America will eventually transport the Laotians to their destination. 

' 
SEGRE'!' 
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COUNTRY USSR/NORTH KCREA 

DOI UP TO 30 JANUARY 1962 

SU31ECT SOVIET CIRCULAR TELEGRAM CN 
!NC!Di:NT 

PUE3LO 

J-..CQ 

5 
4 

(EARLY FE6RUARY 1968) 

l 

1. ON ABOUT 30 JANUARY 1958 THE SOVIET MIN ISTRY OF FO~E!G N 

AFFAIRS SENT OUT A CIRCULAR TELEGRAM TO INFO~M SOVIET AMBASS~)C~S 

A2OUT THE PUEBLO INCIDENT. TH}S TE~EGRAM STATED THAT THE VESS~L riAD 

BEEN SEIZED BY NORTH KOREA AND TH AT ON 23 JANUARY THE U.S. A~&ASSADO~ 

IN MOSCOW HAD REQUESTED SOVIET ASSISTANCE TO .03TAIN RELEASE CF T~~ 

VESSEL. THE SOVIETS REPLIED THAT NORTH ~OREA WAS A SOVEREIG ~ STATE 

AND THAT THE USSR coOLD NOT RENDER ANY ASSISTANCE. 

2. THE TELEGRAM WENT ON TO SAY THAT A FEW DAYS LATE~ PR~SIDE\T 

3 JOHNSON SENT A LETTER ON THE MATTER TO PREMIER KOSYGIN. 
2 

THIS L.~TTER 

• .1. 

NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO D!SSEM ABROAD/CONTROLLED DISS~M/ 

5 

3 
2 

·1 

!ci.!.ser.i cor.!ro:.,·, ___ ___ BACKGi<.OU:'-!D USE ONL.Y -----·-------
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C.ECRET • NO FO.REIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM .L\ERO.AD/CC)NTROLLED DISSE i"; /i;;_( r<.G:=: ,1~;i.: ~~ .:; 
___ (c_!_.~-'~£~----(~c~.i~J~~c~•1~~;..;;r.~o~"~t~ro~l~s~)---------·-------------~----;_;_-------------·...::\J~-,~-~:~--~'.J~:~. 

ALSO REQUE S TED SOVIET ASSISTANCE IN. GETTING THE VESSEL RELEASE). 

THE USSR . FORWARDED THE CONTEN TS OF T~IS LETTER TO THE NORIH ~GR~A~S 

AND ASKED THEM TO PROVIDE DETAILED I N f OR. f'l,A Ti ON Ot~ 

SURROUNDING SEIZURE OF THE VESSEL . THE NORTH KGREANS DID NOT p~ovrDE 

THIS INFORMATIO N, SO SOVIET REA CTION TO THE INCIDENT HAD .TO a~ 3~SED 

ON ! ~F ORMATION WHICH APPEARED IN THE INTERNATIONAL ·PRESS • 
.::~-':"'· :~:. ' . 

. :.:-3. -':· THE s ·ovr ET_· APPR◊·;~M ·ro THE ::MAT_TER .-: As · :ouTLINED -·.IN Jbi~ , ·. ·:. ;:-:. :' .. 

T~L~GRAM rs TO_ PREVENT DISCUSSION OF THE INCIDENT IN THE UN SECU~ITY 

:~1.: i::O:JNCIL • . IF. rT · rs DISCUSSED IN _THE _- SECURITY . COUt-lCIL" THE sov i ET 

,. ' .:,:-_· .RE ; ---R~~-ENT AT 1 -~E · ·-: \✓ 1 _LL -.-_s PE;.; ., ALo~i"G·, . .THE . L I '~•~:) 6F =.tJ NMASld NG u ;s .· P0l i c?:~}}i-':·_.· 

--_ . --:_rx~~~E < s_,~P-~o~Ji~~;~~i~{~ ;~;~E~ f 1'.N;_;f ~~~~:~~F~ ~f: J{11Qtr·i'~ .,~!~ -~ ·;,,,E ¥~? 
·-. POSITION_-::wHICH _HAS .BEEN : TAKE N ·'. '.JN / .T.ME ·. so\iIET . P RE ss ·-J :;:·:· l=;:::/):: 

.. ; ''·. . . . . -~ ·: . .<_· : ,-: ··_. ·-:·_ ·:-·-' :-'·' ·,:<:.~ :°'.'.-' ' ·_ : -.· .. , .. _,, . . '.'_.:-,;_/:i•'i :;.._) =::~'.-·· . 
C01"\MENT : TH IS INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED ,,.- _. •:i:·:· · 

33: r ··· · 
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llff'ORMATION / 

-sECDI-

Sat.arda.y, J'eltruary 10. 19'8 
9:00 a.m. 

Mr. Pl'e1ldant: 

Herewith - - la Djakarta. -- u NLJ' 
repr•••ntatlq ••Y• there t1would 1,e ao 
prlllclpal attack on Kbe Sau now." 

ldereetta1. b\'lt certalaly .!!!. 
defbdtlv•. 

ffGRE'f 

WWRo•tow:rlh 

S iTIZED 
Authc · Nt.:r 011--0~'1- I- 3 

By · , -~,.X , Dace / IS Ol-

Approved For Release 2001/08/24: NLJ-019-029-1-3-9 
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Satuday. J'ebraa.ry 10, . 1'61 
9:00 'a.m. 

Herewith & •ummary of al.De 
more prlaoaer of war lnterro1at.1ou. 

w. · W. Ro1tow 
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1Ni'01U4A TION 

satuu1• Fnnary 10, 19'a 
9:00 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

J'nrteea aye, la th. attac:.bn report, 
would ead OA 11 J'et.rwary. teniorrow. 

You will have aotlced ye ate nay that 
at leaat one report meatlGIMl4 a time •p 
to 15 J"e1-rMl'J' for the ■ecoa4 waYe of 
attack on the eltl••• 

CONl'ml:NTJAL 

WWB.oatow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ seGuide!IMS. F~, ltll3 
By • NARA, Date -5 / Cf (t:, 
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ZKZK 00 ZSL DE 
0 ·100409Z ZYH 
FM CI A 
TO WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROON · 

·sso ACS! DA 
SSO ARLINGTON HALL STATION 
AFSSO USAF 
CNO · 
DIA/ !SIC 
JCS 
NIC 

··. DIRNSA Cot1NA ND CENTER 
STATE <RCD 
CI'A-OCI 

·· ZEM 

'''8 f ,fB IO 

SANITIZED 
E~O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
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By ~ , NARA Date ?-IP·'~ 

C ~ :J F I D E N I 1 A L- [ ; \c1_ TE/ 
REPORT · CLASS 90NFID£N'i'.IM:: t I 
COUNTRY: SOUTH VIETNAri ____ __.:., ____ ___. 

DOI: 4 FEBRUARY 1968 
SUBJECT: ALLEGED VC EXTENSION OF TIME PERIOD FOR OCCUPYING 

CITIES OF SOUTH VIET NA~ FROM SEVEN TO FOURTEEN DAYS 

·. ·ACQ: _ VIEt N~~l, . ~D_ANANG (9 FEBRUARY 3) 
SOURCE: 

__ w 

, ' 

\ ____________ --:-_ ---.J.JNVN PREMIER PHAM ·VAN DOHi 

] . _________ __;__...:.-----

. ; 

~:::JUST ORDERED Tl£ Nfl.SV .10 EXTEND TO 14 DAYS THE PERIOD ro ACCOMPL[S~ 
. -T!-iE OCCUPAlI0H OF ALL TOWNS AND CITl£S IN SVN. A THREE-MONTH 

PER!C:D WAS GIVE!" TO OVERTHROW THE GVN .. · ORIG LWAl.l Y THE PEfUA\~ r'OR 
. OCCUPATION OF SVM TOWNS ~A.S ONE W&EK. 1A7£R, AFT~ OVERT HROW ING 

THE GVN THE NFLSV !S to SET UP A PROVISIONAL GOVER NNENI TO 
. ' PROCEED TO A SOLUTION FOR PEACE AND A COALITION GOVERM·1ENT. IN 

QUANG NGA I PROVI NCE THE VC HAD BEGUN MOB ILIZI NG ALL Lf',.BORERS 
FOR BATTLEFIELD SUP?ORT.J . 

2. \ 
TAN NVA POW SAID THAT BEFORE THE ATTACK DN 

HUE THE TrWO?S WERE TOLD THAT THEY tlli-RE ro ATTACI\ AND HOLD . TH£ 
Cll.~. WITMIN··SEVEN Dt-l'{S ., - • I F t'HIS WERG NOT' ACCOM,l..ISHEZ>-. Cl~ SEVEH 
DAYS': A'bDJ.T[ONAL TROOPS f:JQULD BE SENt ra HU£ ., . . 

.. 3. Fte~D DISSEM: STATE USMACV CORDS !II NAF 7TH AF USA~V 
CONNAVFORV USA.ID DIR/ JUS?AO nm. ZORT HIAN o ~~L Y) CINC?AC :~R?AC 
PACFLT PACAF CALSO SE NT SAIGON) 
REPORT CL ASS ~ 0 ~' i I iil!i ~lT H•.L -- t==================J 
GP-1 

I/ 



INFORMATION 

-GONHDENTIAL--PACKERS 

S&hlnay, Feltnar, 10. •1968 -- 7:55 a. m. 

Mr. PreaWeat: 

Averell Harrlmaa aacl I laat alaht had wllat tuned eat to Na abnple 
family dlwr wltb. tJae R,omaal&ll Ambaa ... or. 

After dlaaer be took ua a•W.. Anrell aaked: What do you hear 
fl'om ov traYeller? 

He replied: 

He retaraed to B11Cllareat last Mead&J; 

Yo• wl1l proltaltlJ be laearla1 from him "aeat·••ek"; 

... "l'ran ov polat of Ylew, tae receat eYeata la So.th Vietaam 
do aot alter oar oltjeetln." 

A.-rell pr__. blm on whetl:aer he bad aa.Jtbial of •••taac:e. He 
aaW Ile laaew aetlllq more tha.a tbat. 

DECLA.SS FIED 
E.O. 12958, cc. 3.6 
NL.J q,_ u, 

By Ck , NARA Date ll-3-~7 

'WWB.oatow:rlD 

W. W. lloatow 

-GONADBN'flAL 
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