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INFORMATION

Wednesday, March 13, 1968
8:15 p. m,

Mr. President:

White House telegrams on

Sec. Rusk hold steady at 2 to ]
favorable.

W. W. Rostow

WWEHRostow:rln



MEMORANDUM )

THE WHITE HOUSE | e

WASHINGTON

March 13, 1968

MEMO FOR MR. ROSTOW

SUBJECT: Cumulative Analysis of Telegrams on Senate Foreign
Relations Hearings, March 11 and 12 '

The Vietnam Information Group reports:

-- Yesterday 36 telegrams had been received concerning Secretary
Rusk's appearance before the Committee. Public reaction ran favorable
to Rusk by a proportion of two-to-one.

-=- Since noon, March 11 an additional 62 telegrams have been re-
ceived at the White House. The proportion favorable to Rusk has
held constant at two-to-one.

-- Telegrams praising the Secretary numbered 41. Many said "thank
you' othe President and to his Secretary of State and offered '"congratula-
tions" for a "wonderful job.'" The Secretary was praised for a "brillant
presentation, " and an ""able, stalwart, masterful exposition." He was
seen as a man who while under strong attack had shown great "courage,"
and "self-control' and who '"grew in stature' in the face of those who
"gave him a rough time." In these telegrams, hostile Senate Committee
members were described as ""publicity seeking, " guilty of "shocking
interrogation' techniques, ''grandstand play,' '"crass cheapness" and
"heartless persecution. '

== Six of the 41, although praising Rusk, saw the public hearings as
endangering national security, encouraging the enemy and demoralizing
allied troops. Five of the 41 writers specifically identified themaelves
as Republicans and several of these noted that they would vote for the
President.

== The 21 critical telegrams tended to focus on war issues rather than
on the Secretary. While some labeled Secretary Rusk's testimony as
"illogical, " "irrelevant, " "evasive' and not "amusing, " and while
several others demanded that the Secretary resign, most asked the
President to "adrmit your errors" and "mistakes," to refuse further
"escalation,' and to "stop the war.'"" Four of the 19 dissenters specifically
identified themselves as disappointed Democrats.

In all, 98 telegrams had been received by early afterncon today with two-
to-one still praising the Secretary. '

Lou Schwartz
cc: Christian, Jorden, Wright, VIG
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Wednesday, March 13, 1968 - ! 7™
SECRET
] Ve
A
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT r

SUBJECT: Talk with Vietnamese Ambassador

Ambassador Bui Diem called on me yesterday. He expacts
to return to Saligon for consnltation with government leaders next week.

The Ambassador is deeply concerned about his country and
vory sensitive to the heavy burdens you bear as a result of cur commit-
ment to South Viet-Narmn. He belleves it is urgent for his government to
act decisively and to rally the people behind it. It is of critical importance
for the ARVN to fight aggreasively and get out into the countryside.

He belleves one of the most important problems Viet-Nam now
faces is the lack of close cooperation and teamwork betwsen Presldent
Thieu and Vice President Ky. He knows Ambassador Bunker bas been
urging ths two to wirk together. He will press this with ail his vigor when
he goes home. But he frankly feels that the omly real answer l» for the
United States to weigh in heavily with both men, He did not specify how he
thought it should be done, but presumably he i» thinking of sither a meeting
between you and the two Vietnamese leaders or acting through a special
envoy {rom the top level of our government.

I told the Ambassador that:
-= our conmitment to his country ls firm;
== he should by all means urge Thien and Ky to work together;

-= It was urgent for the GYN to act with firmness and that the
ARVN must get moving;

-~ he should convey to the top levels of his government a
better understanding of the current state of U. 5, public
opinion and of the need for Vietnamese to shoulder

DECLASSIFIED heavier hl"ll.ll‘nl all across the board.

E.0). 12958, Sce. 3.6
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You may wish to consider a brief meeting with the
Ambassador before his departure. It would provide an opportunity
to convey with the highest suthority cur desire that the Vietnamese
lendership stick together and that they get moving. The very fact
of such meeting would add weight to the message the Ambassador
delivers to his leadership and others in Saigon.

As you know, Ambassador Bunker sees the Vietnamese
leaders regularly. This gesture of reciprocity would, I know, be
appreciated by cur Vietnamese friends and would strengthen the
Ambassador's hand in describing the Washington scene and the need
for positive action by his countrymen.

You may wish to ask Secretary Rusk for his upl.nlur'f but
I think a short talk with the Ambassador would be a definite plus.

W. W. Rostow

Arrange appointment

No appointment

Call me

.-"'1::'-:.-;.'!--'_',b--f"‘--.'r .,-"{?!I' i -nl"-'a'; a '{':;}-
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INFORMATION

SECRET-

Wednesday, March 13, 1968
$:30 p.

Mr. President:
Harewlith an lateresting
conversatioa hetween Bunker and Ky

in which Buaksr bagins to meve ln oa
the Thisu-Ky problam,

W, W. Rostow

Salgoa 21981

WWResatow:rln
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FOR THE PRESIDENT

~GHER I~ X ‘iﬁ

Wednesday, March 13, 1968

TEXT OF CABLE FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER (Saigon 21981)

I spent about an hour with Vice President Ky to go over the current situation and
to deal with various problems. Ky was generally in a good and positive mood and
seemed understanding of the points that I made with him.

I began by telling Ky that I wanted to have his estimate of the situation in the country-
side, particularly with respect to the status of pacification, as well as to have his
analysis of enemy intentions. Ky said that the situation in the Fourth Corps is not
good at all. He had met with General Thang and Revolutionary Development
.Minister Tri Saturday, March 9, to discuss it. Thang said that there were still
some 2000 members of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, Revolutionary
Development, Popular Force and Regional Force cadre not accounted for, including
their weapons. They did not really know how many were killed, how many missing,
or how many might have deserted or defected. Thang is rapidly organizing
offensive operations, however, and moving over to the offensive:- He urged Ky to
wait another week before coming down to evaluate the situation. Thang had com-
mented to Ky that there was Viet Cong recruiting going on there, as well as else-
where in the country. Commenting generally on pacification, Ky said that Tri had
earlier thought that damage to the program was only about 10-15 percent, but he
{Ky) thought it would be a good deal higher. He cited as an example Thang's
statement that in the Delta some 367 posts had been overrun, or complements had
been withdrawn from them.

Ky went on to say that not only must we get back into the countryside, but also have
adequate defenses in the cities and towns. In other words, more men were needed.
Ky said he had told Thieu some ten days ago when they discussed these matters that
100, 000 to 125, 000 additional men were needed and could be trained. Training need
not all be done in large training centers but could at least partially be done by

their own Government units, many of which were below strength and needed to be
brought up to strength as soon.as possible. He thought that much of the 65, 000
already planned increase needed to be used promptly and could be so used provided
good equipment was available.

He observed at this point that the enemy outgunning of the Government forces had
affected the latter's performance and morale. He concluded by saying that he had
told Thieu that the country is psychologically prepared for full mobilization; the
people want to be used and want to feel that threy are being used for the nation.

In discussing the need for adequate equipment for the Vietnamese forces, Ky
remarked that this was more important than having more American troops here.

~SECREFSPXDD









INFORMATION

— TOP SECRET--SENSITIVE

-
Wednesday, March 13, 1968 - 7:50 pm j Fagiah

Mr. Prealdent:

Aftar clearing with you, we procesded with this
CLA sstimate. It acseris:

-= that if we imerease our forces in South Viet-
oam and increase our bambiag in North Vietmam, we
would get from Russia and China no sigaificant reaction;

== I we mine Halphoag, we will probably get
oo sigalficant military reaction from the Soviet Unloa
but a genarel tensing in cur relations with the Soviet
Unioa,

1 would suggest that you resd, sspecially,
pages 11-15. I have clrcled on page 1l an important
obaervation.

As you kmow, | bellewve we should very serioualy
considar at this time the mining of the Nerth
Yietmamase ports.

DECLASSIFIED
E.(). 12958, Sec. 3.6

NI 9¢-2é0
W. W. Rostow ¥

—TOP SECRET--BENSITIVE —

~IB<186060, Cy 1
Cammunist Reactions to Certain US C°,rses of Action, 13 March 1968

WWRostow:rln %

"'I,'t

BJ'_‘.QF_} NARA Date 7/ 3-9é



Wadnesday, March 13, 1768 -- 6:00 PM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Prime Minister Egal {_P.-G.. 1/ of Somalia
Thursday, March 14 -- 12 Noon

Schedula:

1i:30 AM  Arrival at diplom tic entrance (arrival statemants and full
military honors®

12:00 Noon Alone ‘Egal is fluent in English advisors standing by in
Cabinet Room

B:00 PM WhiteHouse Dinnar

Papers

At Tab A ie Katzenbach's briefing memo.
At Tab B are State's Talking Polants.

At Tab C is blographle information on Egal.

Setting

Somalia is a poor dry country on the uppar aast coast of Africa batween
Kenya snd Ethiopia -- the "Horn' that juts out ioto the Indian Ocean just
below the mouth of the Fed Sea. It bacame independent in 1960. It is, despita
its sconomic backwardnsss, a model democracy by African standards.

The major factor complicating U. S. ~-Somalia relations is the very serious
tension and arms race between Somalla and Ethiopla, as well as a miider form
of the same problem with Kenya. We are prime arms suppliers to Ethlopia.
The Russians supply Somalia. Until Egal's election last July, both sides
rattied sabars with abandon. The basic problam ie tribal irredentlsm: more
than one milllan Somall tribasmen live In Ethiopia apd Kenya. Somalia' g tradi-
tional policy has armneds at annaxing all areas populatad by ethnic Somalis .-~
by [orce if necessary.












THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Your Meeting with Prime Minister
Mohamed Ibrahim Egal of the
Somali Republic, March 14, 1968;
12:00 noon

Prime Minister Egal

Egal, 39, took office last summer, He speaks
English fluently and, though a Muslim, enjoys a drink.
He is a pragmatic African moderate and is pro-West,

He has few interests ocutside politics,

Egal has completely reversed Somalia's policies
in the last nine months., Somall irredentism dominated
past Government policles. Egal seeks peace and coop-
eration with nelighboring Kenya and Ethiopia, He is

pushing for greater economic development at the mili-
tary's expense, g

Somali Republic

Somalia is a semi-arid land =~ much like our South=-
West, Poor in resources, it has gone in primarily for
raising livestock. However, uranium and itrium have
Just been found near Mogadiscio. If there are large
reserves of these metals, as an American company now

claims, they could have an enormous effect on the
economy .,

Somalia is one of the few democracies in Africa,
Governments and presidents have changed normally since
independence in 1960, The country's tragedy is that
European-drawn frontiers have divided the Somali people,
Itq population is two and a half million; an additional

~—GONPERENT Frb—
GROUP 3

Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified,
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—CONPIDENT AE— DECLASSIFIED
E.Q. 12958, Sec. 3.6
TALKING POINTS NLJ 9¢-as)

By vcar , NARA Date £-/8-9%
Presidential Opening . _ /

-=1 am happy to welcome you on your first visit to
our country.

==1 was very pleased at the warm welcome accorded
Vice President Humphrey when he visited Somalia
in January.

-=-Please convey my best wishes to President
Shermarke (Share-MAAR-kay), whom I met when he
visited Washington in 1962.

--Ambassador Thurston has my complete confidence,
and I am pleased with the job he has been doing.

Detente in the Horn of Affica

You May Wish to Say

--How 1s the detente progressing? We admire greatly
the courageous steps you have taken to lower tensions
with Somalia's neighbors and to work out a series
of understandings for improvement of relations.

==We are aware of the many difficulties you still face
in this endeavor. We appreciate the need for Ethiopilan
and Kenyan cooperation, and shall continue to give
discreet encouragement to those governments..

'_Egal May Say

--He may request we use our influence, possibly even
our good-offices, at Addis Ababa and Nairobi to
induce the Ethioplans and Kenyans to be more coopera-
tive in achieving a detente.

—CONPIDENT A
GROUP 3
Downgraded at l2-year intervals;
not automatically declassified.















Werdresday, March 13, 1968 -- 6:00 PM Lhose P~
CONFIDENTIAL
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: PL 480 for Somalia

In the attached, Messrs. Freeman, Gaud and Zwick recommend
a $L 1 million PL 480 sale (4, 000 tons of wheat flour and 2, 000 tona of
vegetable oil) to Somalia. (State and Treasury concur.'

Charlis Zwick's memo (Tab A) is a good short summary of the
proposed program.

At Tab B is the State/AID finding that the Symington Amendment
(designed to discourage poor countriss from large defense budgets) does
not require us to cut this program. Somali;: Prime Minister Egal has
cut military spending as part of his policy of detente in the old border
dispute with Kenya and Ethlopia.

I recommend you approve.

It has been suggested that we could get maximum mileage out of
the agreement by baving the YVice President sign it Thursday or Friday
when Egal is in town. We need your guldance on this as well.

W. W. Rostow

Approve (- 0O.K. for Vice President to sign
Disapprove

Cal me ____ DECLASSIFIED

E (). 12356, Sec. 3.4d({b)
White House Gudedine. Feb. 24, 1983
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT e
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

WASHIMNGTON 25, D.C
MAR 13 1983
MEMORANDIM FOR THE FRESIDENT
Subject: Prepesed P, L, 480 Progrem for Somalia

In the attached memorandum Orville Freaman and Bill Gand r?%z % m%tn-
tion to negotiate a §1,1 million sales sgreement I;_t_,!l Bonalia aat

and le oil. Repayment will be made in convertible local ewrresey, over
forty ysars wvith tweaty peresat dowa for ¥, 5, wse.

« Bomalia has axperiscced comstant food daficits during the past few
years its agriculture sector has beem slew to develop.

= Domestic censwmption of vegstables oil has besn imereasing and oll needs
u--tﬂmhhml%%w
2,000 toge of oil or roughly 401 of teta .

= Loeal grais production has faltered sad an import supplement 1is required.
The proposed P, L, 480 sale includes 4,000 tons of wheat flour, about
22} of imports.

Semalia 1s rveseiviag §2.5 millien in techanical sssistamce for FY 1948,

% In conmestion with the prepesed agresment, Bomalia will undertaks a
specific self-halp msasures. Thess insluda san agrisuliural bamk,
grain stevage fasilitiss, snd a prise stabilisation schama.

W. Prime Minister Egal is attespting to improve relations
with Kenys iopia and g detente has been arrsaged. [Egal has Teversed pre-
vious pelisy snd emsouraged a reduction ia military espanditures, with a pelisy
of putting the freed momey iate sconcmic davelopment.

ftate/ALD concluds that Somalis's military costs do not materially interfars
with mt-h

£ wi
gigned) Ch '
t Charle. J- L
NECT ASSIFIED Director
Attachment e e =
.40 1. o T T L R Y [
Appreve NI 'FE: ,2'52,
By ___"2_.5_,-_ s NAR I}thluf 77
Meaapprove ___ !
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CONFIBENTAL ﬁ"

To: The PFresident MBR B 1388

Subject : Public Law 480 Program with the Somali Republic

We recommend you authorize us to negotiate a PL 480 sgreement with
Semalia to provide about 4,000 teons wheat flour and 2,000 tons
vegetable oll, with a current export market walue, including certain
ocean transportation costs, of sbout $1.1 million., Pdyment to be
made in convertible local currency over 40 years with 2 percent
interest during the 10 year grace period end 2% percent thereafter,
To help defray U.S. Eobassy expenditures in Scmalia, provision 1s
mode for a 20 percent currency use payment in Somali shillings due
Noverber 1, 1968. The Departments of State and Treasury concur in
this recomrendation.

Need for Program

Although the general economic performance of Somalia in the past
few years has been fairly satisfactory, it has experienced constant
food defiecits, A nomadie;, livestock oriented culture, Scmalia's
egriculture hes been slow in developing. Somalia's traditional
agriculture is mainly devoted to food grains and legumes, During
three of the last gix years, production fell much below the average
resulting in shortages of food grain. The estimated average
ennual production of food graln in Somalia is about 150,000 tons
supplemented by imports of about 25,000 tons. Consumption of
vegetable oils has grown during the past five years while the
production of oil seeds has remained relatively constemt, Most of
its oll needs are met from imports.

The pro-Western outlook of the present government and its cwrent
policies of improving Somalia'’s previously streined relations with
its neighbors, Ethicpis and Kenya, has been our desired aim, Vice
President Humphrey received & warm and cordial reception during his
recent wvizit to the country. FPrime Minister Egal is scheduled to
vigit the United States in mid-March end meet with you during his
trief stay here.

Basis for Usual Marketing Reguirement

Usurl marketing requirements have been esteblished based upon the most
recent 4=5 year average of commercial edible vegetable oils snd wheat
flowr exports to Somalis from free-world sources,

Sell-Help

The Government recoznizesz that its sgricultural production capacity
hﬁ; n{m‘f shoym desircd growth and & Livestock Development Agency is
DECLASSIFIED
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REVIEW OF PROPOSED P.L. 480 AGREEMENT WITH THE SOMALI REPUBLIC PER SEETIDH
620 (s) OF THE FOREIGH ASSISTANCE ACT, AS AMENDED.

Somalia spends about $7 million per year on defense -- the lowest
in East Africa. As a per cent of government expenditures, however,
Somalia's defense spending is high compared to the sub-sahara median but
comparable to that of Ethicpia and nearby Moslem states for recent years.
The ratio for Somalia is 19 per cent over the past four years, 21 per
cent in the 1968 CY budget. These expenditures support armed forces
totalling 12,000 men, with weapons including about B0 tanks and 9 combat
aircraft of uarying degrees of obsolescence, However, the existing
defense establishment was inherited from the preuicua government by
Prime Minister Egal who came into power in August, 1967. Egal's declared
poelicy is to reduce military expenditures and to use these funds for economic
development. To that end since coming into power he has:

1. Reduced the Somali armed forces by discharging 3,000 irregular
army troops enlisted a year earlier in preparation for possible trouble
over the March 1967 referendum in French Somaliland;

2., Called back inte Somalia guerillas operating against Kenya
and Ethiopia;

3. Initiated a detente with Kenya and Ethiopia;

4. Required the army to undertake a civil action program
(construction and maintenance of highways, land clearing and agricultural
projects).

For centuries relations betweeén Somalis and Ethiopians have been
dominated by religious and cultural emmity. Following Somalia's independence
in 1960 tensions im the area inecreased,with Somali irredentism under the
predecessors of the Egal administration a substantial contributing factor.
Rightly or wrongly, Somalia believed that it had to build up an army for
what it considered legitimate defensive purposes (Ethiopia maintains an
army of about 36,000 men with weapons including about 85 tanks and 80
aircraft.) The Soviets roiled these troubled waters by giving the Somalis
in 1963 on grant basis, to the best of our knowledge, $35 million in arms,
equipment and traiming. WNo Soviet arms have been delivered to the Somalis
since early 1967.

The Egal government by completely reversing preuiuui policies and
seeking accommodations with Somalia's neighbors is setting a courageous
new course in the face of prevalent pan-Somali sentiments. For the present,
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INFORMATION
TOrEECRET
Wednesday, March 13, 1988
$:30 p. .

Mr, President:

This CIA appralsal, requasted by
us, predicts the larges North Vistaamsse
forces in I Corps will seek a clear cut
victory agalnst ours In the weeks and
months abhead la something like conven-
tiomal wariare.

This is what Westy has assumed and
is tolerably well prepared for.

W. W. Rostow

,'gnn-lle:rr—-’
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"The Coatlnuing Communist Military Threat in Northera South Vietsam, "

WWRostow:rln

Presidential ibrary review for NSC equities required)
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SECRET™
Wednesday, March 13, 1968
5:00 p. m., |
' .-t I,
Mr, President: ‘])Hr A
== |
; 4]

Herewith a follow-on of your talk
with the Pope about priscners.

The only result thus far is a re-
afflrmation that our priscaers are
extended “good treatment. "

The Holy See will parsist in trying
to find ways to be helpful.

Key passages are marked.

W. W. Rostow
State 139128

—SEGRET-

DECLASSITIED
.0, 12958, Sec. 3.0
NL] §b-252
By F ,NARA Datey-{-77
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SECRET/EXDIS

Wednesday, March 13, 1968

TEXT OF STATE DEPARTMENT CABLE (129128)

SUBJECT: Papal Mission to Saigon and Hanoi

The ,&pnslﬂlic Delegate called on Harriman March 12 to deliver the
following confidential memorandum entitled "American Prisoners in North
Vietnam. "

Begin text:

His Holiness, Pope Paul VI, has always been keenly interested in the
Vietnam problem. Accordingly, he has encouraged and followed closely every
initiative directed to alleviate the plight of those who suffer the tragic
consequences of the war, be they refugees, prisoners, etc.

Humanitarian assistance in South Vietnam has been carried on through
""caritas internationalis" for more than five years, and continues to the present
time with satisfactory results. Unfortunately, it has not yet been possible to
extend these activities to North Vietnam, even though the authorities in Hanoi
have been assured on more than one occasion that "caritas' desires only to
provide its humanitarian services in cooperation with local organizations.

With regards to the American priscners of war, one can recall the
intercession of His Holiness in their behalf when there was a threat of a public
trial, and certainly his appeal for clemency was a contributing factor in
inducing the North Vietnamese Government to desist from its intentions and
thereby lessened to that extent the danger of the intensification of the conflict.

Subsequent to the meeting of His Holiness with President Johnson and
in view of the offered possibility of sending a mission to South Vietnam to
visit prisoners of war, the Holy See renewed its efforts and undertook new
steps to obtain permission from the Hanol authorities for a similar mission
to North Vietnam. Although from the very outset there was no great hope for
positive results, still, as long as the possibility existed, it was felt worth
making every possible effort in this direction.

] I

SEGRET/EXDIS 4 Ny 95-32348
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INFORMATION

Wednesday, March 13, 1968 -~ 4:50 p. m.

Mr. Prasldent:

I owe you and Doug Cater an apology.

Last week be asked me to arrangs for Gen. Wheelar to brisf the
Cabinst on Khe Sanh,

I did so ~- but forget.
When he asked me yesterday, I told him | bad {alled to ask Whesler.

But Wheeler turned up.

W. W. Rostow

cc: Douglass Cater

WWRostow:rla









—GONFIDENTHI——  Wednesday - March 13, 1968 —f‘fj}pﬁ

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION ‘p BI'JJ)
o o

SUBJECT: Appointment for Ambassador Korry

Ed Korry is in town and would like 2 few minutes with you

if your schedule permits.

He has come to report on how he sees the Chilean situation

developing over the next two years and what we might do to

help President Frel keep the moderate elemeants of the

Christian Democratic Party in the driver's seat. Critical

congreseional elections will be held in March 1969 and

presidential elections in September 1970.

If you bave the time to see him, it would be worth your while.

Jim Jones tells me your schedule is full for this week, but
something might be arranged for the next.

w-! w- Rostow
I will see him

Prefer not

Call me .

DECLASSIFIED
B.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
NE gy-19 - ‘#?r,
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—CONFIDENTIAL—— Wedneeday - March 13, 1968 —/ /g0 7/
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION / {.//‘/
: e o |

SUBJECT: Appointment for Chilean Ambassador Tomic

Herewith a memorandum from Secretary Rusk recommending that
you recelve Ambassador Tomiec for a farewell call. He returns
to Chile on March 23.

I had hoped that Ernie Goldstein's luncheon on Mareh 21 could
have served this purpose, but it has been cancelled.

Because Tomic stande a batter than even chance to ba the naxt
President of Chile, I concur in the Secretary's recommendation.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment = Rusk memo.

Approve appolntment

DECLASSIFIED
PRiappiowe -— E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 .
NE) = -
Call ma —— h#“ Nm’ Mlﬁ--?#

ce - Jim Jonesa
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

: ];jk
WASHINGTON *’ff

March 12, 1968
CONFIDENTEAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Request for Appointment for
Ambassador of Chile Radomiro Tomic

Recommendation:

That you grant Ambassador Tomic an appointment
before he returns to Chile on March 23, 1968.

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

Ambassador Tomic is resigning his post to return
to Chile. He plans to leave Washington for New York
on March 23. He leaves New York on March 27. He has
been Ambassador to the US for three years. He is con-
sidered the man most likely to be chosen by the ruling
Christian Democratic Party as nominee to succeed
President Frei. He should return to Chile ceonvinced
that he has friends at the highest level of the US
Government and should carry with him assurances of your
continued friendship and support for President Frei.

If it is convenient to your schedule, I recommend that
you see him before he leaves Washington on March 23.

v Bunte_

Dean Rusk

B} i i ¥ v
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INFORMATION

SEGRET
Wednesday, March 13, 1968 - 8:35 a. m, ,
.-'_;| I| L-.i
Mr, Presidant: -._.-"f”{ i
i o |
Khe Sanh and DMZ:
== celsbration of March 13 (anniversary of
opening attack on Dien Bien Phu) exceedingly
quiet;

== westher margisal;

== 36 gmemny rounds;

== 100 friendly outgeolng;

== another excellent ARVN coatact near Doag Hy

== 306 sorties plus 43 B-52's;

== 162 tons dellvered.

In genaral, tha battle is in a curious phase in
Yietnam: no clsar snemy attack plan discerndbles;
clock ticking oa good swpply weather ki Laocs and
poor weather at Khe Sanh; our side meviag slowly
over to the initiative in I Corps, III Cerps, and
IV Cerps.

W. W, Rostow
—EECRET
WWRostow:Fln DECLASSIFIED
DECLASSIFIED EQ 12356 Sec 3.3
E.L) 12356, Sec. 3.4(h) DA Memo, Jan. 5 1988
White Howe Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983 By.ZE . NARA Date_3-Jé -9 2

IM?_ NAKA, Dare 2-2€72



SECRET

by Wednesday, March 13, 1968, 8:20 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-eight on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 12, 1968.

g T

Weather was marginal during most of the day. Early morning
fog restricted visibility to one mile with 400 foot overcast ceiling. This
improved by mid-day and then began to deteriorate again. Enemy attacks
against Khe Sanh continued to be by fire with no ground attacks reported.

Khe Sanh received 36 incoming rounds of mixed rocket and mortar, resulting
in 11 wounded (two evacuated). Artillery fired 100 missions in support,
mostly unobserved. No COFRAM munitions were fired.

g i, R N

Tk T
L1, S

Along the remainder of the DMZ, action was characterized by

sporadic enemy shelling and two major contacts. Incoming enemy rounds

totaled 160 mixed artillery and rocket with seven Marines wounded (evacuated)
reported. In a major ground action northeast of Dong Ha, a company of the
4th Marines engaged an estimated enemy battalion losing 10 killed and 23
wounded (evacuated)., Six Marines are missing. Enemy losses were 25 killed.
In another major ground action, northeast of Dong Ha and approximately three
kilometers west of the Marine engagement, the 2nd ARVN Regiment contacted
a large enemy force. Four ARVN were killed and 15 wounded while enemy
losses were 200 killed, 50 individual weapons and seven crew served weapons

captured.

il -

okl e e s R

0

Approximately 800 Breu tribesmen have arrived at Khe Sanh.
s Arrangements are underway to airlift the refugees from the combat area.

A There were no changes in the disposition of frlan&ly forces at Khe Sanh during
i the period.

Marine aircraft flew 86 tactical air sorties in support of Khe Sanh,
the Air Force flew 18], the Navy flew 39, for a total of 306 sorties. Bomb
damage assessment included 20 road cuts, nine truck destroyed, two trucks
damaged, 71 secondary explosions, and 20 secondary fires. There were seven
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) scheduled into the Niagara area, however, one
strike (six sorties) was diverted to a secondary target due to friendly civilians
near the target area., Omne strike was within 1200 meters from friendly forces.

DECLASSIFIED DECLASSIFIED o
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Wednesday - March 13, 1968

4

A f
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTICN

SUBJECT: Latter to George Moore

I thought you might want to set the record straight concerning
your stand on completion of the Pan Amarican Highway by sending
the reply at Tab A to George Moora's letter at Tab B.

We are still waiting for the Colomblans to decide whether they
will agree to wsing the shorter Caribbean route for the Highway.
Agresmant on this would be a fine thing to announce when Pres-
ident Lleras makes his officlal visit here on May 1-2, 1968,
Bill Bowdler Is taking this uwp with Covey Oliver to ses what
might be dons.

W. W. Rostow

Attachmaents
Tab A - Saggested reply to letter from George Moore.

Tab B = George Moore's letter of March 7.









SCONFIBENTH- Wadneeday - March 13, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - _INFORMATION

SUBJECT: FPansamas Situatlion Lrns.r 1

L.

The contsst between Arias and Robles-Samedio continges to ba »
standoffwith thea National Guard keeping a wary eye na both camps.

The National Assembly is the arena where Ilmpeachment procssd-
ings are slowly unfolding. The Arins forces bave marshalled their
evidence agalnst Robles and presented it to tha Assembly. The
Assambly may hand down an indictmant by Friday. If they do,
anotber commlssion must be established to prepare for the trial.
Thalr work will taks ancthar 8 - 30 days.

The Robles-Samudlo forces know that they lack voles in the Asssambly
to block lmpeachment, sc they are trying to string the process out

in the hope of getting the Seprems Court, when it reconvenss on

April 1, to rule that the procesdings are unconstitational. Msanwhile,
they bave obtained a Mmmicipal Court order, of quastionable lagal
validity, enjolning the MNational Guard to disregard what the Assembly
may do.

Efforta to work out a compromise bave so far produced no posltive
results. The "third forece" civic laaders bave had no luck at medistion.
The Colomblan initlative has mot farsd well bacause Presidemt Lieras
is wrongly suspected by Arias forcers of belng sympathstic to Samadio.
The Costa Ricans bave agreed Lo give it a try, but are not optimistle.
We are counselling restraint and trying to get both sides interestad in
outside electoral chservers.

National Guard Commander Vallarino continues his neutral stand. He
has mads clear to both sides that be wlll not tolerate stromg-arm mathods,
As the impasse continuss and elsctions draw near, thers may be in-
creasing pressure on him to take over the governmest. Up to now be

shows no slgns of wanting to use the crisis to further any politiezl
ambitions he might hawve.

DECLASSIFILD
E.O. 12958, Sce. 3.6
NLJ _95-252.
By (&  ,NARA Daten /47 W. W. Rostow
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Tuesday, March r—l;/:%ll

T7:10 p. m.

Mr., President:

Herewith, as requested, a reply
to Governor Guy.

W. W. Rostow

Attachmant




¥4

March 12, 1968

Dear Bill:

It was good of you to write to me about Vietnam in
such a full, opanhearted way.

I understand the anguish you fesl and the anguleh of
others you faithfully reflect ia this thoughtful letter,

Some of the thoughts in your lotter ware reflacted in
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee sessions on
TY with Secretary Rusk., I hope that you had the
opportunity to see those exchanges.

You should know that I will consider further what you
wrote; but, no matter how hard the choice, the Pres-
ident can only do what, in the end, he concludens ls
best for the nation.

Sincerely,

Honorable Willlam L. Guy
Governor of North Dakota
Bismarek, North Dakota

LBJ:WWR:mz






















Twssday,, March 12, 1968
700 p. ma,

Mr, Preosidant:

Harewith my saggested redraft of the letter
to Drew Paarsom.

W. W. Bostow

Attachment





















INFORMATION

Twesday, March 12, 1968
7:00 p.m,

Mr, President:

Herewith an amalysls of the flrst
36 talegramy we recelved on Sec, Rusk's
hearing.

He lv deing battar than 2 te L,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln






MEMORANDUM 7:00 p. m. meeting with ﬁ,
THE WHITE HOUSE Bill Martin

WASHMINGTON

Tuesday, March 12, 1968

SECRET/SENSITIVE— 6:25 p. m.
DECLASSIFIED
huthnﬂiyw,
MR. PRESIDENT: Byl ££ . NARA, Date J/e4fs:

Here, as we understand it, is what Bill Martin found out and will report to you.

1. With respect to a change in the price of gold, the British and Dutch are
inclined to flirt with this option. The Germans are wobbly. The Italians,
Belgians and Swiss are strongly against,

2. He achieved agreement on the statement and the willingness to back the
gold pool with $500 million, with another $500 million contingent. (At the rate
the market in London is going, this will only last a matter of days.)

3. The Europeans realize that we all may face soon some quite unpleasant
choices; but they are not clear about what these choices are and what will be
required of them if we are to hold the system together. They are prepared to
close down the London gold market and let the free market price of gold float.
What they have not thought through are the terms of the intimate collaboration
which will be required to make that kind of system work -- especially how to
deal with the consequences of a two-price gold system.

4, In the light of this situation, Treasury, State, Federal Reserve, Council
of Economic Advisers, and White House staff people have been driving all day,
at Ed Fried's insistence, to get in shape an operational scenario of the kind that
is attached. The essential object of the scenario would be to get certain minimum
essential commitments from the other members of the gold pool before the closing

of the gold pool was announced, On this basis we could proceed in reasonable
order to a monetary conference,

5. We do not yet know Joe Fowler's or Bill Martin's personal views of this
particular scenario. But we will be presenting it to them either late this evening
Or tomorrow mﬂrm‘.ng_

6. It emerged from the Basel meeting that the U. 5. tax bill and the austerity
of the British budget of March 19 are absolutely critical factors, Joe Fowler
and Bill Martin have been working Mills over hard on this point, They are also
talking to the Republican Policy Committee this afternoon.

My own feeling is that the moment of truth is close upon us; and we shall have
to convert some such scenario into action within the next few days.

i
\
Attachment ub)m::stnw



Do A UTia & ERue
SECRET
1. Gold pool announces:
(a) . Temporary closing London market
(b) Suspend gold pool operations
(c) Countries pledge:

== will keep price at $35;

DECLASSIFIED
Authoritydtase L My
by L. AKA, Dared 2l

»a I no longer buy or sell gold in free market;

-- existing gold reserves sufficient for monetary purposes;

== will rely on SDR's for future additions to monetary reserves;

--  will activate SDR's by end of year.

(d) Call on other éountri:s to take pledge.

(e} Agree on standstill re present gold holdings, subject to nego-

tiating new arrangements at a conference they calling in two

wezks. under Fund auspices.

(£} Invite all other Fund members to accept standstill and participate

in conference.

2, Gold pool countries agree to accept unlimited dollars during interim

period under swap arrangements to preserve order in financial markets.

3. Arrange for Japan, Canada, Sweden, Austraiia (others?) to announce

immediately they taking pledge, accept standstill, and prepared participate

in conference.

will

4. Schwveitzer says suspension gold sales, pledge, and aundstilf:émpuurvé

order in financial markets and lead tooppeal strengthening international

monetary systém. Supports conference under Fund auspices,

—SECREF-









INFORMATION
TP SECRET—
Tussday, March 12, 1948
6:10 p.m.,
Mr. President:

These Defense Dept. working
papers, which wera lald on the table
as we bagan work on the Clifford
Committes, repressats the line of
argumenat agailnst increasing our forces
in Seuth Vietaam, which was the basis
for some of the newspaper storiass.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
Whils House Guidaiines, Feb. 24, 1883
By i NARA, Date 22 7/76

Draft memorandum for the President
Alternative Strategies in Vietnam
1 March 1968

W. W. Rostow:rln



INFORMATION :2"/

TOP-SECRET

Tuesday, March 12, 1968 _
6:05 p.m. g

Mr, President:

Herewith Bus Whaeler's
detalled response to the two receat
memoranda of Amb. Lodge:

-- on urban polife operatioas;

-« on search and destrey

eperations and U, 5. military
strategy in general.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF E # 'é&: LL% ﬁ@ _2/1

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

1l March 1968

CM-3102-68
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED
Authority (20l Lz Z-2-2F
SUBJECT: Ambassador Lodge's Memorandum 14 2752
BT#&. MARA, D’-iﬂ.ﬁ_.'—{.

l. BAmbassador Lodge in his memorandum dated 5 March
1968, addresses himself to two major problems and then touches
on a number of related matters. The first of these has to'do
with the lewel of military forces in Vietnam .and their
employment.” The second has to do with the.importance of
strengthening theipolice structure’ within the cities and towns
in order to comb out the Communist organization, so thatilocal
pulltlual lnstltutlnqs .and agencies gan operate.. «-- -

2. Taking is last- pqlnt first, I am in complete
agreement - with, assadar 's very perceptive analys;sﬂ In
fact, now -that the enemy is involved in large-scale
infiltration of the cities and towns, the effectiveness of
police and security forces:has become as important as any
other measure.  -If the towns are lost from within, this would
be just as fateful as if they were seized from without. I do
have the impression that Ambassador Bunker and the entire
mission in Vietnam also agree on the importance of this
matter. Current plans to expand -the police are consistent:
with this view and the very elaborate organization under . °
Ambassador Komer, lnclud;pg the: special grganizationTfor the
attack on“the infrastructure, are all moving inTthis diréction

with all ofithe. imagination and.energy at their disposal.

3. With respect to the level of forces and their :
employment, I believe that there is.a widespread misunderstanding
about the purpose and the nature of the so-called "search and
destroy operations" conducted by U.S.. forces_in Nietnam. It
may be that the term itself is misleading. I define "search
and destroy" as offensive operaticns . designed ta destroy.. ..
enemy units, bases and supplies.

4, General Westmoreland has been pursuing three
military objectives in South Vietnam, which reguire that he
find and destroy enemy forces:

a. Destroy, neutralize or eject the North
Vietnamese Army ;

Copy. Lot jr.__nnpius saoh
of — — _pages 5eries ——
















~SEGRET- Twesday, March 12, 1968
5:"5?‘”4

ME. PRESIDENT:

Herewith Prime Mimister Wilsem reports exchanges
with Kosygin on Vistsam,

No mevemant whatscavsr,

Pat Dean was instructed to tell me that the Prime
sisister will reflect oa this exchange further,

Bat his initikl reaction is that Hanol is in & defiant
mood despits the gap between "exhortatiom and
parformanca™ in thair Tet offensive. Moscow,
apparently, does not belisve this is & useful time
to use whatever influence it may bhave to briag
about e gotiations.

Fat will be pleassd to transmit any reactions you
may bave to this Alde Memoire.

W. W. Rostow
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DECLASSIFIED
AIDE MENOIRE E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ _9¢-as/

By s ,NARA Datesyss-38
Vietnanm
As the Prime MHinister indicated at the end of his personal

message of 13 February to the President, he sent a message to
¥r. Kosygin on 15 February on the lines he had agreed with the
President on 9 February. He made it clear that the Soviet Govern-
ment should be in no doubt thaet the Americans, from the President
dovmwards, were absolutely determined tc see this thing through:
by which they meant that no military action by the other side
would be allowed by them to reach the stage where an unacceptable
military solution was being imposed on South Vietnam, The
ferocity of the fighting over the preceding weeks had not in any
way weakencd this dﬂterminatiﬂn‘quite the contrary. 0On the other
hand the virulence of the recent fighting has equally not weakened
the President's resolve to do everything possible to get the parties
round the Conference Table as soon as possible: and that despite
considerable public pressure in the United States to concenirsaie
on the purely military aspect, President Johnson remained concerned
to sce a Just, negotiated political solution. The Prime Minister
referred to the President's San Antonio speech and the Trinh
declaration of 29 December. He pointed out that the President had
again re-affirmed on 12 Pebruary his resolve to "stick it oui" in

Vietnem, He had egually renewed his offer to telk peace and his

Swillingness
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SEGRET- Tuesday, March 12, 1968 i vopsd
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Jordan Arms Package

You will recall signing the Conte-Long waiver permitting
us to go ahead with our Jordan arms package. The negotiations
with King Hussein are just about wrapped up, and we believe we
have a deal. State has just sent to Congress the required notice
of your waiver with the rationale for it.

One small legal point has cropped up, which the lawyers feel
we should clarify for the record.

I believe you were quite aware when you signed the deter-
mination that we were urging the Jordanians to buy some equipment--
spacifically tanks and some 18 Hawker-Hunter aircraft--from the UK.
Jordan had in fact already bought 10-12 Hawker-Hunters late last year
and is negotiating for 6-8 more.

The documents accompanying the waiver you signed took for
granted these purchases in the UK but did not specifically say that
your waiver included these purchases as well as the purchases from
the US that you were approving. DBecause the Conte-Long amendment
requires us to take into account purchases from all sources, the
lawyers belleve we should be scrupulous in creating an unmistakably
clear record (without prejudging the question of whether these weapons
are "sophisticated" or not). I hate to bother you with this detail, but
I agree that the record should be complete.

There is no question that Jordan's purchases in the UK are in
our interest because they serve the same purpose of blocking Soviet
military ald while minimizing the political burden on us.

Therefore, may I clarify the record by stating that your waiver
was made taking into account Jordu.n u purchases in other Western
countries? neECl

... ;:”'_" o -‘-f'

NLT 76 Lﬁl )
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ACTION
~“ONPERENTIAT Tuesday, March 12, 1968
5o :H,.-.'r-' ]
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT P
,.:--"“""TT 1
SUBJECT: Israeli PL-480 Agreement >

. We are now down to the final stage in negotiating our PL-480
Agreement with lIsrasl. We have succeedeéd, I think without causing
too much pain, in holding the line on the two basic principles we wished
to establish this year--making this a 100% dollar sale and sticking to
the 5% downpayment which you approved last wesk.

There is one {inal decision needed to wrap up this nagotiation.
The lsraelis have requested that we include an additional 50, 000 tons
of fesedgrain, Going along with them on this would, I feel, conclude the
negotiations on a satisfactory note without compromising any of our
basic positions.

You may recall that, when we initially presented this program to
you, we noted that the Israaelis had requested 350, 000 tons of feedgrain
while Agriculture was proposing only 250, 000. Agriculturs frankly
acknowledged that the difference was entirely the difference between the
Israelis' estimates and ours. Agriculture fully admitted ib might later
revise its estimate, but we suggested starting with our low estimate
rather than their high one.

Therefores, we proposed at that time--and you approved=--talling
the Israslis we would stick to our experts' estimate for the time being,
but that we would consider a little additional grain later if the Israelis
needed it.

Now, after discussing the situation in further detail with the Israsli
procurement officer hers, Agriculture's experts are satiafied that the
Israelis could use 300, 000 tons. Eppie Evron assures us privately he
feels this would take care of lerael's needs for this fiscal year and they
would not be back to us, Agriculture is happy to move the feedgrain,
and at this level the Israelis will also take some oil and tobacco that
Agriculture wants to sell.

CLASSIFIED
2958, Sce. 3.6
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CONFIDEN AL~ -2

Since we have stuck to our basic principles successfully and
since you initially approved the program with the purpose of providing
what Israsl neads, 1 recommend we go along with the exparts and
allow this slight change in the composition of the program. This
would raise the dollar value from $27.1 million to $30. 2 million,

W. W. Rostow

Approve & 1 | Y
Disapprove
Call me




INFORMATION

Tuesday
March 12, 1968 — 5 =07

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: R and R wisits to Australla

Several weeks ago you directed that we increase
the R and R visits to Australla. Secretary of
Defense has now approved a menathly level of &, 800
R and R visits to Sydney, Australia, This makes
Australia by far the largest foreign reciplent of

R and R wvisits.

The recommended monthly quotas are now as -

follows:
Hawail _ 7300
Australia 6800
Thailand 4000
China 4000
Hong Kong 3500
Japan 2400
Malaysia 1900
Singapore 1800
Philippines 900

W. W, Rostow

MWlright:wpt

i L';__,-'



INFORMATION
——f RO E L
Tuesday, March 12, 1968 g/
3:05 p.m. ]é“)v > !}"

Mr. Prealdent:

Herewith an interesting note
on Haool.

The last paragraph lndicates
our radar bombing of Hanol ls quite
effectlve psycheologically at least.

W. W. Hostow

1.5(¢)
PR a4l

SANITIZED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ -9Q6-a5F
By iear NARA Date se-31 iy
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T
Twesday, March 12, 1968 -- 3:00 p. m,

Mr. President:

¥ia George Christian

Peggy Whedon has asked if I would appear on ISSUES &k ANSWERS

oa Senday, March 24, 1968.

W. W. Rostow

Tes

Ne

Call ms

WWRostow:rln
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MEMORANDUM ;
THE WHITE HOUSE /

WARHINGTON

TORSECRET- Luncheon with the President
Tuesday, March 12, 1968, 1:00 P, M.

Agg nda

1. Vietnam: The Senate and Consultation, (Sect. Rusk)

Reflections on hearings,

2. Korean Troops. (Sects. Clifford and Rusk)
Next moves: light division; costs of "extra two divisions, "

3. Vietnamese Troops. (Sects. Clifford and Rusk)

Staff work on support for Thieu's proposition: to provide between
100,000 and 125,000 additional men in six months., How to nail it down?

Will there be conflicts between build-up of Vietnamese and U, S. forces?
(See Tab A)

4, Pueblo: Next Steps. (Sect. Rusk)

5. Time Scenario for Troop Decisions. (The President)

Specific matters you wish presented to you for decision and action.

6. Other,

wﬁ.ﬂ-ﬂ/ Rostow

“FOP-SEGRET attachment (Tab A)

DBCLASSIFIED
Acthority Lérce Y13/7 wisc 3- 7

By.i22/% . NARA, Date 3-57 4




TOP-SEGRET TAB A

(para. 7 from Ambassador Bunker's cable of March 11, 1968)

Re para 6 - Mobilization - I have already reported on President

Thieu's decision to accelerate the mobilization process and his desire

to provide between 100,000 and 125, 000 additional men for the armed
forces during the next six months, In this regard, President Thieu
envisages the extensive use of units on Fairfax type operations to

protect the cities, their environs, and the lines of communication,

We are working with the Government of Vietnam to maintain key

civilians in their government functions where they cannot be spared

or replaced, General Westmoreland informs me that FY &8 program

for the expansion of the Vietnamese armed forces involves an increase

of 64,000 men. Only approximately 25,000 of this force increase has
been realized. The current approved:program is therefore short
approximately 40,000 men, for which equipment has been programmed.
In accordance with this program, these 40,000 men were to be used to
fill existing units and to activate the following major elements:
approximately 80 Regional Force companies and 250 Popular Force
platoons, 1 Artillery Battalion, 1 Engineer Battalion, 1 Separate Infantry
Regiment, and 2 Infantry Battalions to flesh out existing regiments, If
additional men are mobilized, RF/PF units could be organized and equipped
with World War Il-type weapons available by virtue of receipt of more
modern weapons by ARVN, General Westmoreland's proposed FY &9
program involves an increase of 93,000, A formal request for approval
has been submitted through his channel. Therefore, it is General
Westmoreland's opinion that the number of men Thieu plans to mobilize
can be conscripted, trained and equipped. Assuming that 125,000

men are mobilized during the next six months, this will result in a net
increase of approximately 60,000 men in the South Vietnamese Army
over current strength in consideration of estimated losses of approximately
10, 000 per month through casualties and desertions. There will be
shortages of some equipment until FY 68 programmed quantities are
delivered and until FY &9 items are programmed and available from
production. Individual weapons will again-be of the World War Il-type
and vehicle shortages will have some effect on mobility, However,

these problems are believed to be manageable, The major problem

is one of leadership, where it is estimated that officer and NCO
requirements may be difficult to fill. We feel that we should encourage
Thieu and the Joint General Staff to proceed soonest with their mobilization,
not only to form additional units that are sorely needed and to fill up their
ranks, but to deny this manpower to the Viet Cong, who are, themselves,
in desperate need of manpower, DBCLASSIFIED

na:huﬁq,dﬂ!-lb Lo 577/ 74
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INFORMATION

Tuwssday, March 1Z, 1963
10:15 a. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:
At Khe Samh:
== poor waathar;
-~ 150 rounds smeamy fire;
== 343 sorties plus 36 B-52';

== 207 tons delivered.

W. W Rostow

-SEESRET attachment
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SECEET - Boa

Tuesday, March 12, 1968, 9:30 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-seven on the situation in the Khe
Sanh/DMZ area for the Z4-hour period of March 11, 1968.

Unfavorgble sweather.conditions ‘continued at Khe Sanh during
the reporting period, as fog with intermittent drizzle persisted throughout
most of the morning and evening hours. Low ceilings lifted somewhat during
the afternoon hours, permitting limited fixed wing support. Enemy anti-air
incidents were light as only two aircraft were fired on and one was hit with
minor damage.

During the period enemy activity was confined to incoming
artillery, rocket a.nd. mortar rounds. There were no ground contacts reported.

"% mm .-:~1:r..""_|'|l. ; B4 lu.l i.- .-.'.._. W dalll.rl
[ling were thrée Killed and 23 wounded (eight

Casualties attributed to the she
evacuated).

In the DMZ area, enemy shelling comprised the majority of enemy
activity with no significant casualties or damage reported. In the vicinity of
the Cua Viet river, elements of the 3rd and 4th Marines received 15 mortar
rounds and 12 artillery rounds. One Marine was wounded. In ARVN operations,
elements of the 2nd Regiment were in heavy contact throughout most of the day,
north of Dong Ha. Initial friendly casualties are recorded as 22 killed and 65
wounded., Enemy casualties are unknown. Sweep operations continue.

There was one COFRAM mission of six rounds fired with
undetermined results.

Marine aircraft flew 123 sorties, the Air Force 134, the Navy
86, for a total ofg343+surties,. Bomb damage assessment included 14 road cuts,
three automatic weapons positions destroyed, one rocket position destroyed, one
bridge destroyed, two bunkers destroyed, eight secondary explosions, 19
ucnndary Ertn, and 15 enemy killed by air. There were six ARC LIGHT strikes
.{éﬁ&"ﬂ ; cheduled, however, three aircraft went to secondary targets due
to beacon malfunction. Three strikes were within 1300 = 2800 meters of friendly
troops.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority L2 47 -;’ff/xf
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Tuesday, March 12, 1968 "%L
CONPIDENTIAL— 1000 a. m,

o

MR, PRESIDENT:

Nick informs me that the Freach will not act formally on Sarge
Shriver's agriment until a meeting of the Council of Ministers on

20 March.

John Leddy has spoken with Ambassador Lucet and with our Embassy
in Paris. They both report that the French would not object Lf an
announcement were made that the President intends to appoint Shriver
to Paris, and that agrément has beea requested.

I have personally confirmed this on the telephone with Lucet.
Given de Gaulle's France, there are certain risks in their double-

crossing us; but it's as near O. K. as something like this could ba
since I dom't think the French would risk Lucet's word to the Whi

House.
W. W. Rostow
I -
L= € |I-'L'i & -..L!
DEC] ASSIFTE ’.:11 _
F.0. 12958, »CC 3.6
NLJ 46-252

By (b s NARA I'J:m‘}r?{-‘}fl



Toesday, March 12, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT b e :,'-

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Ambassador William W. Heath
Wednesday, March 13, 1:00 p. m.

Ambassador Heath has been officially recalled by Secretary Rusk to
repart to you and the Secretary on the full range of U. 5. ~-Swedish relations.

These rslations have been marred by a series of violent anti-U. S.
demonstrations - incleding physical attacks on U. 5. Embassy parsonnsl - by

left wing groups opposed to our Vietnam pelicy.

The Swedish Goverament has apologined for the demonstrations but did
not sffectively preveat their recurrence.

National slections are scheduled for September. The Social Democratic
Governmaent needs left wing votes to survive.

Ona February 21, the Swedish Minister of Education Olaf Palme joined
the North Vietaamese Ambassador to Moscow in lsading an anti-U. 5.
demonstration in Stockholm. Palme publicly blamed the U.§. for the Vietnam
conflict and accused the U.S. of oppressiag the Yietnamese peopls.

Prime Minister Erlander and Foreign Minister Nilsson publicly endorsed
Palme's actions and statements.

Secretary Rusk recalled Ambassador Heath following this episode.

During his farewell meeting with Prime Minister Erlander, Heath indi-
cated the Swadish Governmaeat's one-pided treatment of U, 5. Vietnam policy
was the reason for his resall.

Swedish public reaction to Heath's recall has divided along party lines.
Center and right wing parties have attacked the Government for jeopardising
U. 5. -Swedish relations because of domestic political motives. The Swedish
Goverament continues to maintain its position regarding our Vietnam policy.

Heath is sxpectsd to return to Stockholm in about two months.

/mh

MWG:mst W. W. Rostow
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March 12, 1968

Mr. Prosident:

The nuclear excavation experiment, BUGGY I, invelviag
the simultaneous detonation of five small nuclear de-
vices in & row, was conducted successfully at noon today
at tha Nevada Test Sita

Preliminary observations indicate the dimensions of
the resulting crater are about as predicted -- 300 feet
long, 300 feet wide, and 50 feet deep. The radicactive
venting appears to be somewhat lesa than predicted.
We will not know, however, for 24 to 72 hours whether
any of the resulting radicactive clond will cross the
border ints Canada.

W. W. Rostow

-
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=5ECRET~ Momday, March 11, 1968 B

MR, PRESIDENT:

As imstructed, 1 have spoken with Gensral Wheeler as well as
Clark Clifford.

Ths questions were put to General Westmoreland, Thare is as yet
no reply. The reply may come in today. Gemsral Whesler says that he
hopes thers will be a little time to "scrub down'" Westmoreland's recom-
mendations before they coms to you.

Tharefors, bhe iz inclined to think that it would be better to make the
critical decision tomorrow rather than today; but he and Clifford will be
in touch with me later.

As for the other items, we shall have reports:

== Thal equipment, training, and troop dispatch;

== Korean equipment;

== Equipment for 65,000 extra Vietnamese;

== Closing dates of four battalioms;

== Additiomal air squadroas (part of previcus package, but no final
decision made).

W. W. Rostow

do-253
Cly - A-1b-9,
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Monday, March 11, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FPRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Joe Alsop

You agreed to see Joe tomorrow, He plans to leave for Viet-Nam
on March 14,

As you know, he has been staunch in his support of our efforts in
Viet-Nam. He is convinced of the need for beefing up our effort and
that the present time is crucial.

You may wish to encourage him while he is in Viet-Nam to:

(1) take a harder look than most reporters have at just
what the Vietnamese themselves are doing -- both ARVN and the
civilian side; are they as bad as the average reporter seems to think?

{2) look in on our allies and make it clear to his readers
that we are not alone out there;

{3) dig into the pacification scene -- just how much of a
sbtback has there been? haven't the Viet Cong made pacification a
special target because they were worried about the progress that was
being made;

{4) and if he can make some kind of dent on his younger
colleagues in the press corps, it would be a service to all mankind.

W. W. Rostow

P.S. Joe would like to writs an article denouncing the New York Times
troop story as based on low-level leakers. He asked for evidencs.
I didn't give it to him. You may want to tell him the responsible
advice given to you was unanimous.

WWR:WJIJ:pas:3/11/68



INFORMATION

Monday, March 11, 1968
6:05 p.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
You will wish to read this before this evening's

seasion: Bunker's evaluation of troops and othar
aspects of our suggested program.

W. W. Rostow

FOP-SECRET attachment _4SAIGON 21733)
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1. I AGREE THAT THE QUESTION OF ADDITIONAL US TROOPS FOR
“VIETNAMN. RAISES FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS REGARDING OUR POLICY
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INFORMATION

~TOP SECRET
Menday, March 11, 1968
5:05 p.m.

Mr. President:
Herewith Bob Olasburgh maps out

the eptisns open to us Uf we are to bomb
more ln the Hamol-Halphong area -~

mining aside.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rin
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL e
WASHINGTOMN, D.C, 20308

1l March 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW
SUBJECT: Bombing of NVN

l. At present Waighmuww
fargetewhich” have-not-been-s

cuxrentTauthorizations: (DTabni)

2. There-are an additional=7TF-Gaxyets noatoyel

authprized which u:itmmidn:aﬁmw These
fall in two categories:

- Wdﬁd by the - JCS~for=future progr.
2~not--recommended "by-thex=JCS-at -this 'L‘glaa*.

3. Ifthercircles wérd reducgd (to 3 miles around
Hanoi and 1.5 miles around aaiphnnq] r Sdatroogets-wonlA

gecmricvered {Tak Bk

- 7 in the first category
- 5 in the second category

4. Thigwould=léaver 20 targetdl (including three mining
approaches) ip-the-first-priority-within—the-control circlps --
which; reguired-specific -authorization ifor=strikesy There
would-be-an-additional.47- tarqatrmmrﬁnﬂtr

ol i

5. As far as civilian ::asu.altiaa are concerned, CINCPAC
would~havegreatar flekibiTity TfThe: weraimstructed “tomg

minimize~endangering the "civilian populaga-notdirectl
involved -in>support-of ‘military- -operations.N
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FACT SHEZT

\

5 March 1968

UNSTRUCK AUTHORIZED PRIORITY TARGETS (U)

Analysis of the 82 authorized priority targets requiring
strike or restrike, refliects the following tegets that Lave
not been struck or. restruck under current authorizetions:

TOT # NAME LOCATION (1m¥) DATE AUTH
Within 10 WM Hanoi Prohibited Area
,535,333:: Dueng Xa POL 7 E Hanol 08 Xov &7
616-333 Phu Tni POL NE Hanoi 08 Yov 67
*516-3T Gia Thuong Shpyd 2 NE Hanoi 06 Xov Eg
616-4027 Phu Thi RR Spur 6 E Hanoi 16 Jan
Witaih 4 NM Haiphong Prohibited Area
##515-06TL Haiphong Shpyd #4 In Haiphong 06 Xov 87
Other
##69 Hon Gei Port 25 E Haipnong 05 Sep 67
6.6-3518 Tisn An POL 15 SW Hanoi 15 Oet gg
#516-3951 Lang Son Stor 7 from China 16 Jan

¥ Scneduled put cancelled due to weather

coe
## Scheduled

—Re P SRR R—

e e e

L TR

By_cir _, NARA Date2-24-97
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but cancelled due to presence of foralgn shipping
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TOP—BECRET
e eEVRDS 29 February 1968
ROLLING THUNDER TARGET LIST
UNAUTHORIZED TARGETS
RECOMMENDED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS (27)
CIV
TGT # NAME CAS LOCATION (NM) DESCRIPTION
3 Hanol/Gia Lam AF (ABGLP) 5 2.1 ENE Hanoi 6,550'/5,200' concrete runways. Main structures: 3 POL tanks,

L9 acft revetments. Jet light bmbr/ftr capability.

£ 4 | Hanoi RR Yd/Shops 75 In Hanol 24% natl mil cargo handling/25% RR rolling stock repair

' capacity. Main structures: 16 sidings, turntable, 3 loco-

motive/RR car repair shops, 25 warehouse/support. Major
locomotive repair shop. 4 :

68.1 Cam Pha Approaches 0 Off Cam Fha ‘Mineable area 0.7 NM x 3.3 NM, 36' deep. Cam Pha Port with
16% natl maritime cargo hanﬂling capacity, handles primarily
coal exporis. _

69.1 Hon Gal Approaches 0 Off Hon Gail mineable areas, varying in width from 0.3 to 0.9 NM, 4include

.3 NM of dredged channel 9' - 60' deep. Hon Gai Port with
18% natl maritime cargo handling/17% naval support capacity,
handles principally coal exports; closest alternate to
Haiphong Port.

70 fﬂﬂﬁh} Haiphong Naval Base (D) .30 In Haiphong 60% natl naval support capacity. Main structures: graving
dock, 2 plers, 3 marine rallways, 40 support. Main naval
repalr base,

70 (0054) | Haiphong Shipyard 3 (B) 50 In Haiphong ‘Monthly production: 65-6 barges, 5% natl ship construction/

' 13% ship repair caﬁacity. Main structures: 4 graving docks,
3 buildings ways, 40 support.
70 {GSTEJ Haiphong Shipyard 1 (F) 15 In Haiphong 6% natl ship construction capacity. Main structures: 2

‘launchways, marine railway, 34 support.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ 96-256
By_clr , NARA Date 224497
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ROLLING THUNDER TARGET LIST

UNAUTHORIZED TARGETS
RECOMMENDED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS

L1V :
I, o NAME CAS LOCATION (NM) DESCRIFTION
#616-0257 Hanoi Stor Gia NE 10 2.5 NW Hanoi 133,000 8q. ft., 1% natl capacity. Main structures:
67 storage/support, 12 warehouses, 5 admin and 132 SA-2
cannisters/28 AAA guns.
616-0901 Haiphong Warehouse Port 15 In Haiphong 690,000 sq ft, 6% natl capacity. Main structures: 31 ware-
houses, 93 support.
616-1033 Haiphong Warehouse 31 In Haiphong 209,000 sq ft, 2% natl capacity. Main structures: 22 stor-
) age/support.
#616-2353 Hanoi Supply Dpo Xuan 9 4.7 NE Hanoi 124,400 8q ft, 1% natl capacity. Main structures: 5 admin,
——— 7 warehouses, 6 storage, 17 support.
616-2431 Van Dien RR Siding 4 4.8 5 Hanoi 3,580' of track. Main structures: spur, 2 sidings. On Hanoi-
Vinh rail line.
#616-2704 Hanoi Warehouse 18 2.2 SE Hanol 3,400 sq ft, 1% natl capacity. Main structures: 2 admin,
veh maint, 10 warehouses, 14 support,
€16-2T706 Hanol Vehicle Repair SW by 1.8 SSW Hanoi 76,000 8q ft, 16% natl capacity. Main structures: 4 maint,
. 27 support. Major veh repair shop.
616-3373 Haiphong Shipyard Vinh 14 In Haiphong Monthly. production: 3-4 barges, 3% natl ship construction
capacity. Main structures: 4 building cradles, 6 support.
616-3773 Don Nghia POL Tank Fab 5 In Haiphong Annual capacity: unknown. Main structures: 2 fabrication/

#Joint Staff Assessment

assembly, 5 storage.















ROLLING THUNDER TARGET LIST
UNAUTHORIZED TARGETS
NOT RECOMMENDED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AT THIS TIME

CIV "

TGT % NAME CAS LOCATION (NM) DESCRIPTION

*616-0258 Hanol Eks NNW 2 5.1 WNW Hanoi 4,900 troops, 1% natl capacity. Main structures: 11 admin,
et veh maint, 20 storage, 21 support.SeftSter Cap.

316-0260 Hanoi Rubber Prod Plant 2 2.9 SW Hanol Annual capacity: 10,000 tires, only tire factory in HVN.
Main structures: 3 processing, 5 warehouses, admin, 10 sup-
port. Produces auto/motorcycle/bicycle tires.

616-0265 Lang Yang RR Br 1 | 7 from China 672" 5-span steel thru truss with concrete plers/abutments.
On_spur_line off Hanoi-Lao Cai (NW) rail line.

#616-02R7 Hanol Bks W Yen 18 2.6 W Henoi 11,900 troops,' 2% natl capacity. Main stiuctures: 13 admin,
LY} storage, 52 support. 5& FT Sior cap.

*516-0294 Hanol Bks W Tay L8 2.3 WNW Hanoi 4,300 troops, 1% natl capacity. Main structures: 17 ndmin,
7 veh repair, 5 storage, 27 support. 36 FfT Slor Cap.

616-0433 Hanol Engineering Plant 20 | In Hanol 96,000 sq ft,. only construction equipment factory in HVH.
Mein structures: 7 machine shops, U4 warehouses, support.
Produces earthmovers, small diesel engines, spare party,

*516-0640 Hanol Fert Plant L | 5.1 S Hanol Annusl capacity: 20,000 MT superphosphate, 5% natl fert]11-
zer capacity. Mein structures: sulfuric acid olaut, mizing/
cruehing, 2 rtorage,

F16-06 Hanol Bks WNW Mai Dich 1 5.4 WNW Hanoi 2,700 troops, 0.5% netl cepacity. Mailn structurec: ' witor

- 2 pcols, 3 adm!’.n, 14 etorope, Se 1 Sier Cap,

Jolnt 5taff Assessment




ROLLING THUNDER TARGET LIST
UNAUTHORIZED TARGETS
NOT RECOMMENDED BY THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AT THIS TIME

CIV

e = NAME CAS LOCATION (NM) DESCRIPTION

616-0773 Haiphong Concrete Prod 8 | In Haiphong Annual cepacity: 7,500 MT, 30% natl precast concrete
capacity. Main structures: casting, crushing/screening,

3 processing, admin, 7 support. Major producer of girders,
pylons.

616-0922 Hanol Machinery Plant Gia 34 | In Hanoi 871,000 sq ft, 10% natl capacity. NMain structures: U admin,
11 machine shops, 29 support. Produces belt conveyors,
small machine tools.

616-1827 Lang Yang RR Yd 5 | 7 from China 3,500' of track. Main structures: spur, 2 sidings. On
Hanoi-Lao Cai (NW) rail line.

*616-2111 Mai Dich Trng 15 | 3.5 NW Hanoi Communist party training school. Main structures: 18

e e tr,ﬂ_inin‘g_

|
- ;

616-2359 Hanoi Bks Glang 3 | 2.0 W Hanoi 900 troops, 0.2% natl capacity. Main structures: admin,

2 veh storage, 2 storage, 21 support.Sa Ft Stoa.Cap.

616-2656 Hanol Concrete Prod Plant 9 | 2.6 NW Hanoi Annual capacity: 1,500 MT, 6% natl precast concrete
capacity. Maln structures: 1l production, 7 storage, admin,
11 cupport. Only asbestos - cement products plant in NVN;
produces roofing slabs, building materials.

616-2705 Hanoi Vehicle Repair Bac 1 | 2.3 SV Hanoi 14,200 sq ft, 1% natl capacity. Main structures: 2 repair
shops, 2 maint, 9 support.

£16-2869 Heiphong POL Tenk Fab 12 | In Haiphong gnnual czpa:it;: unkrown. Main structures: 2 fabrication,

support.

* Joint Staff Assessment
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