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MEMORANDUM -
INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
' Monday, March 11, 1968
LITERALLY EYES ONLY '4:30 p.m.

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Apostolic Delegate, the Most Reverend Luigi Raimondi, asked to see
me this afternoon. He carried a memorandum which proposed that, without
the prior knowledge of Hanoi or Washington, a legitimate neutral source
invite the following to appear at a conference at a certain time and place:
U.S., GVN, Hanoi, and NLF. The three members of the International
Control Commission (India, Canada, and Poland) would also be invited.

The inviting neutral country would also ask both sides to de-escalate the
violence, including a cessation of bombing of North Vietnam.,

The Holy See, after examining the project, said that it was impossible to

back it without both sides, at least, being informed. Therefore, Rev. Raimondi
was willing to have me read the memo; make any remarks I cared to make;

but not keep and circulate the memo, '

I read it and told him that he shox_J.ld ask for a session with Secretary Rusk;
let him read and return the memo; and get his observations. My own
Observations were these:

-- The memo is based on the assumption that both sides wish to negotiate,
but cannot find a way to do so without believed disadvantage. It was unlikely
that this was the case; but no idea or hypothesis that might bring peace should
be excluded.

-- The proposal called for a ‘''gradual reduction'' in the violence; but
called for a flat '"cessation of bombing of North Vietnam. ' Whatever proposals
were made should be well balanced and symmetrical, in my judgment,

~-- The memo suggested Sweden as an ideal authentic neutral -- I noted
that out of its own political life, Sweden had gotten itself into a somewhat
awkward relation to Vietnam. He immediately said that Switzerland would
certainly be better.

-- I concluded by repeating that he should regard my remarks as personal;
and should seek out Secretary Rusk., I told him that anything coming from
the Holy See or from himself personally would always be taken most seriously
by this government.

I told him that I would, of course, inform the President; but I would not
circulate a piece of paper about this project within the government beyond that.

He asked me to convey his respects and best wishes to the President.

ST 7 oﬁ@%ostow



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Momday, March 11, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Birthday Greetings to the Japanese Prime Minister
Om March 27 Prime Ministsr Sato will celebrate his 67th

birthday. I believe you will wish to send him greetings.

I recommend that you approve the attached suggested
message.

W. W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

Call me

Al:mm

cc: Mr. Jorden

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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Suggested Message

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

On the occasion of your birthday, i extend
warmeStvcongratulations and best wishes for the
contihued success of your endeavors. Mrs. Johnson

joins me in wishing you health and happiness in

- the coming years.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

His Excellency
Eisaku Sato, :

Prime Minister of Japan,
Tokyo..
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INFORMATION

Mr, Presldent:
Herewith Dick Helms follows up

on the Collins story about the alleged
conflict between himself and me,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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400

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

10 March 1968

EYES ONLY

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Walt Rostow

" 1. You will recall that prior to the NSC meeting last

- - Wednesday, you handed me a Xerox of an article which appeared

in THE COURIER-JOURNAL & TIMES by Frederic W. Collins of THE
LONDON SUNDAY TIMES. On the Xerox was a note asking me to
"Check this and stop it."

2. I got in touch with Henry Brandon who is the regular
LONDON SUNDAY TIMES correspondent in Washington. He told me
that he had been on vacation in Aspen and that Collins stands
in for him when he is away from Washington. It also appears
that Collins normally works for the Ridder publicatlons. In any
event, Henry-Brandon:obviousl poke td“ Collins atina. off
,Saturday -evening Gollins came up we had ‘quitea.don-
versation ‘about- hls . pieces  In a: moment of unco'xmon c:mdor,’lhe-w
“ddmitted’ to,me that he had: simply rewritten the Thomas.Ross
story oj: an earlier 'date with which you are familiar. Put
“another w way, Collins -had no' new "facts® ‘bt hadsimply-rearrangeds
.the inaccuracies’ which Ross had alreadj ‘perpetrated about-you-and
me and our views of the Vietnamese war, Collins and I ended our
“talk amicably enough with my imritation 10 him to telephone me
whenever he has an item which in some way affects the Agency.

A

3. I think you will agree that it is a dreary commentary
on newspapers that a story based on untruths can go so far and
get such wide circulation.

M
Richard Helms
Director

SENSITIVE



INFORMATION

SECRET

Monday, March 11, 1968 -~ 11:35 am

Mr. President:

Herewith a report on post-Tet
merale.

In general:

-= peeple are shaken;

~« they fear further attacks;

-« they are not pro-Viet Ceng;

«= the outcome (seec last
para., p. 5) depends on
the reestablishment of
security and allled
initiative, :

W. W. Rostow

Saigom 21585  coopen

WWRostow:rin
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AARE WAL VAL & AN

Monday, March 11, 1968 92
10:30 a. m. -

MR, PRESIDENT:

Congressman John Murphy tslls me Congressman Podell, after
conferring with his district leaders, is inclined now to change his
position on Vietnam and run in his June primary as a dove.

Murphy says he is going to Vietnam and woaders if it might not be
good for Podsll also to go to Visetaam, returanimng via Israsl, where
bes would be confromted by people who support cur Vietnam position.

I said I would report his call to you, but peinted out it would be
inappropriate for me to offer political advice.

Murphy said he would remain steady and try to lead his people
on Vietaam,

W. ¥W. Rostow



INFORMATION

Monday, March 8, 1968
10:00 a. m,

Mr, President:

Haviag reviewed the moustary and trade situation
this morniag, my judgment is this: it is as
importast to iry to square Wilbur Mills as
Richard Russell before meviag on reserve
call-up, etc.

If Mills is willing to support a tax increase,

we can probably handle the shock of a defense
budget increass. The tax increase has a dispro-
portionate psychelogical meaning abroad and

in the capital and momey markets.

Otherwise it may be very tough on the dollar.

W. W. Rostow

43



INFORMATION

Mondsy, March lI, 1968 -~ 9:45 a.m.

Myr. President:

Khe Sanh-DM2Z:

-

-

- -

weather less geod;

ensmy fired 250 rounds;

178 tons delivered;

328 sorties plus 36 B-52's;

our supply base at Cua Viet, at Nastern
end of DMZ but quite badly by lucky
enemy reund;

major successfal farther ARVN fire fight
at Dong Ha, 102 enemy killed, 7 captured.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

Monday, March 11, 1968
8:20 a.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith political complaint
from Sen. Holland via Gene Rostow.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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MEMORANDUM (/}

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Sunday, March 10, 1968
8:00 PM

Mr. President

As you were informed this morning Site 85 was under enemy pressure.
We have been informed tonight by Ambassador Sullivan that he has

ordered the evacuation of the 18 Americans because the operations at the
Site is impossible. '

The Site is under heavy mortar and small arms fire, and the
communication unit is reported as being on fire. Steps are being taken
to destroy all the remaining equipment prior to evacuation.

Site 85 has long been a thorn in the side of the Communists because
it provides an advanced staging base for friendly guerrilla operations
and contains communications and navigation equipment that supports
U.S. air operations over North Vietnam.

I will report tomorrow the alternative arrangements for filling
the functions which were tarried out at Site 85.

WWRostow

93
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INFOBRMATION

CONFIDENTIAL
Sunday, March 10, 1968 -- 11:20 a.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith my judgment on teday's New York Times article on troeps.

1. The materials were mainly gathered from medium-level officials
in both State and Defense, who oppose the sending of more troops to Vietnam.

2. These oificials either made avaliable, read, or summarised «-
probably the latter -- from one of the working papers prepared for the
Clifford Committee, which made the argument against more troeps,

3. 1 find no evidence that officlials who worked directly on the Clifford
Committee spoks to the writars of the article; and some indication that they
did mot. I regard the article as the product of dangerous insubordination
which can only be met by an early decision by the President and a full account
of where we stand ia the winter-spring enemy offensive and what we intend to
do.

Incidentally, my impression of thse Westmoreland counteroffensive,
described in a dispatch, March 3, to General Wheeler, is that it la going
quite well in I Corps and around Danang. Thang has taken hold in the Delta.
He dessrves all the support we can give him, In III Corps we have not yet
engaged the divisions near Saigon; but I presume this is imminent.

W. W. Rostow
WWRostow:rin
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—SBECRET—
Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- 4:45 p.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR TEE PRESIDENT:
SUBJECT: The Gold Issue

Walter Heller gabe me 2 rundown on last night's meeting of the Dilloan
Committee. (Sec. Fowler's Advisory Committee, coasisting of: Dillon,
Rooea, Heller, Kermit Gordon, David Rockefeller, Edward Berastein,
Fraser Wilde, Andre Mayer, and Bator.) They met informally in New York
to go over the optiens on gold and the balance of payments aad will report to
Sec. Fowler,

Thelr conclusions were:

| The tax bill is a must. They agreed on a streng public statement
(attached) which they will release next week after going over it with Fowler.

2. They are unanimously opposed to an increase In the price of gold
as & way of dealing with the present crisis.

3. Most would prefer to kaep the present gold pool arrangemant going
but they do not belleve it will be possible to negotiate with the Europeans the
arrangements necessary (specifically, the gold ceriificate proposal) to turn
the market arouad and restore calm.

4. They, tharefore, belisve we will have to clese the gold poel opsratioa
and let the markst price go. They believe it is essential we do this In
cooperation with cur gold pool partners and preferably at their request.

L They were somewhat fuxzy on particular plans for getting nen-gold
pool members to cooperate and suggest we perhaps can use the IMF for this
purpose. They believe we will have to act within 30 days and must have a
clear idea of where we want to go and how we plar to get there.

Comment: As you can see, these views are not very different frem our
own, Af ter the meeting of the Central Bankers In Basel this week end, we
will have a better idea of what the Europeans are willing to do, what the
prospects are of keeping the gold market open and gqulet, and what would be
the most orderly way of brigiing about. chan'c Deming returns toaight,
and Biid Martin on Monday.

Fowler is working to get the gold cover bill on the floor of the Senate on
Tussday. Passage of the bill should help quiet things down,

W. W, Rostow
EFried:rln —SECRET—












INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968
4:00 p. m.

Mr, Preslident:
Herswith a rather useful

State suwmmary of slternative Vietnam
policles.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin









































































































INFORMATION

SEGRET

Saturday, March 9, 1968
2:45 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Gen. Taylor's view -~-
In response to Lodge's paper and
others.

The statermnsnt of views A and B
couldn't be better.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln















INFORMATION

SM,. M‘“h " 1%8 - 2:40 P-mo

. Mr. President:

These two seasitive Freach reports
suggest Hanol may be receding from its Tet
offensive objective of a National Liberatioa
Froat dominated coalition goverament to
something shert of that -- but in the same
direction. -

Nothing solid -- merely straws in what
may or may not be the wind, '

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET-

WWRostow:rln



5/a
—SEEGRET/MARIA ONE
Parls 11280, March 8, 1968

1. 1 was shown briefly telegram dated March 1 from Quirielle in Hanol
reporting that he had received new Indications of North Vietnamese
intention te support establishment provisional government in South. First
Indication came from Director of European Affalrs in Hanol and second,
through intermediary, frem Front representative in Phnom Penh. Latter
sald that ia cealition goverament formed In South, Front would suppert but
not insist cn participating.

2, Quiriells found further coafirmation in attacks in North Vietnamese

press against Pepular Front for Nationa)l Safety recently formed in Salgon,
which Hanol regarde as attempt to forestall fermation of provisional govern-
ment,

3. Comment: I note similarity of what Quirielle reports about National
Liberatien Frest attitude on formation of coalition goverament in South and
what Dr. Roussel, President of Communist-{ront Franco-Vietnamese
Medical Asscclation, told us on same subject. Both claim that National
Liberation Front is not inslsting on participating in future goverament in
South Vietaam, which appears to be latest line given out by National
Liberation Front representatior in Phanom Penh.

(signed) Wallner

* * | ] » L »

Extract from Paris 11281, March 8, 1968

Polish Ambassador told Guiringavd (Freach Ambassader to Japan)
that the Polish Geverament was convinced that in view of moed of North
Vietnamese goveramiiit, there was no place for any intermediary In
conflict: certsinly no Soclalist country, not even USSR, can put pressure
on North Vietaam to negotiate without incurriag immediate denunciation
by Peking. North Vietaam's increasing dependence on 40, 000 Chinese
techniclans and enginsering troeps and supply situation bringsabeut this
state of affairs. (Polish Deputy Chief of Mission, Paris, is peddling same
line.) Pole concluded by opiniag that Hanol had been disappointed by Tet
offensive: thelr objective had been establishment of provisional government
hut this clearly no longer possible after recapture of Hue. Pole said his
government folt that Americans would re~group and reinforce and that war
would drag on uatil after U.S. November elections.

(signed) Wallaner

~SECRET
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Saturday, March 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

My, President:

Secretary Rusk has approved our inviting NATO to held
its Twentieth Anniversary meeting in Washington in April
1969, subject to your approval, It is not our turn to host
next year's meeting, but having the Twentieth Anniversary
meeting in Washington would demonstrate the continuing
commitment of the United States to NATO and the principle
of collective security, '

The meeting would be attended by the Foreign and Defense
Ministers of the fifteen NATO countries.

If you approve holding the meeting in Washington, State

will prepare recommendations concerning possible Presidential
participation in the public ceremony.

W. W, Rostow

Approve
Disapprove

Call me

v vy A IMm



Saturday, March 9, 1968 <«

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Lord Louis Mountbatten Monday,
March 11 at 12:00 p, m.

Lord Mountbatten is traveling in the U, S, under the auspices
of Variety Clubs, International, on a special fund raising campaign
for children's hospitals. You last met him in May 1965,

Mountbatten retired in 1965 and has not made any recent public
statements on curreat world affairs,

His advice is probably still highly valued by the Wilson Govern-
ment,

He has had a long association with Southeast Asia and would
probably be interested in your views on Vietaam,

You may wish to ask him for his views on Britain's current
defense policy.

A biographic sketch is attached,

* * *

Lord Mountbatten will be accompanied by British Ambassador
Sir Patrick Dean., I will be standing by with Ed Fried,

W. W. Rostow

MWG:mm



Lord Louis Mountbatten

Earl Mountbatten was born in 1900. He is a grandson of Queen
Victoria and uncle of Prince Philip.

He began his Naval career in 1913, In World War Il he was
appointed Supreme Allied Commander in Southoast Asia., He was
made Viceroy of India in 1947 and presided over India's transition
from coloay to independent state.

In 1948 Mountbatten became Commander in Chief, NATO Forces
in the Mediterranean. He was made First Ses Lord and Chief of
the Naval Staff in 1955 and Chief of the Defense Staff in 1959,

Mountbatten retired in 1965, He retains close connections with
the Labor Goverament., He has traveled widely in recent years
including visits to the Far East,

In 1966 he received the William J. Donovan medal in recogni-
tion of his services to U, S. intelligence fluriang World War II,

Mountbatten's wife, Countess Mountbatten, died in 1960, He
has two daughters and nine grandchildren,

MWG:mm
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INFORMATION

-SECRET
Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- 1:20 p.m.
Mr. President:

Herewith Bunc 'eports that
Jarring:

-~ received a strong negative
frem the UAR;

-= UAR may take issue back to
Security Comacll;

~= Jarring is very discouraged
and tired.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST

I CALLED ON BUNCHE MAR 8 ACCOMPANIED BY BUFFUM TO COMPARE NOTES
ON JARRING'S LATEST TALK IN CAIRO, BUNCHE CONFIRMED ESSENCE OF
DISCUSSION wAS AS DESCRIBED BY SPANISH AMB (CAIRO'S 1838) AND
PROVIDED ADDITIONAL DETAIL JARRING REPORTED THAT WHILE RIAD WAS
FRIENDLY, ATMOSPHERE wAS DISTINCTLY NEGATIVE.

ACCORDING TO JARRING®S REPORT, RIAD OPENED RBY RECITING SEVERAL
RECENT ISRACZLI ACTIONS. WHICH HE CONSiDERED JEOPARDIZE FUTURE
DISCSSINNS, 1.E.,.CHANGING STATUS OF "OCCUPIED TERRS™,
DYNAMITING HOUSES, EXPROPRIATION MEASURES 1IN JERUSALEM, AND
ESHKOL INSISTENCE ON PEACE TREATY. RIAD SAID ISRAELI OBJECTIVE
IS. CLEARLY TO GET PEACE TREATY, WHICH WLD BE TANTAMOUNT T0 =
‘ARAB SURRENDERy” AND THEREFORE--IMPOSSIBLE, INTERNAL "DIFFICULTIES
IN UAR-ALSO INVOLVED. (BUNCHE SATID UAR AMB EL~KONY SAID -
PRIVATZLY -L+ST WEEK HE THOUGHT N/ASSER WLD PROBABLY SURVIVE
CURRINT UNREST BUT WAS NOT CERTAIN. THIS WAS FIRST TIME EL-KONY
AND IMDICATED_ ANY DOUBT ABOUT NASSER'S ‘FUTURE.)

RIAD APPZARZD PLACE SOME HOPE THAT "GREAT POWERS™ WLD PREVAIL QN
ISRAEL TO ACCEPT AND IMPLEMENT SC RES. (I READ THIS AS MEANING
UAR HOP=S RICENT SOV MESSAGE TO uS MAY CHANGE DIPLOMATIC
SITUATION IN THEIR FAVOR.): RIAD INDICATED THAT IF ISRAEL'S
POSITION DID NOT  CHANGE, UAR WLD HAVE TO CONSIDER ANNOUNCING. IT
WAS NO LONGZR BOUND BY ITS PREVIOUS ACCEPTANCE OF SC RES,

AT SAME TINZ, RIAD APPARENTLY GAVE JARRING NO HINT THAT EVEN IF
ISRAEL "CCEPTS RES UAR WLD ENGAGE IN RHODES TYPE DISCUSSIONS

AT NICOSIA., HE CLEARLY RULED OUT PZACE TREATY AND REVERTED TO
PREVIOUS CONCEPT OF A SOLUTION IMPOSED BY, OR EMERGING FROM,
FURTHER SC DEBATE., (JARRING NOTED THIS WAS FIRST TIME RIAD
TALKED ABOUT GOING BACK.TO SC.) ON SUBSTANCE OF MATTER, RIAD

, SE(;D-




—SEERET—
o

-2-Page, USMISSION USUN 4081, March 8, 1968 NODIS

TOOK CTVZ.TTOUGHER EINE THAN PREVIOUSLY. HE NOW TALKING IN TERMS

OF 02IGINAL UAR POSITION THAT ISRAELI wWITHDRAv"L MUST BE TO

JUNE 4 PQSITIONS (ALTHOUGH IN TALKXS WITH ME LAST FALL HE

ACCZPTED CONCEPT THAT BORDER RECTIFICATION CLD BT INVOLVED).
HE_AGAIN LINKKD OPENING OF CANAL TO SETTLEMENT OF REIFUGEE PROBLEWY.

I ‘CONSIDER™ HARD LINE ATTITUDE QF RIAD PARTICULARLY DISAPPOLTING
SINCE INVITATION FORMULA SHOWN KIM BY JARRING WLD HAVE

REQUIRED ISRAFL'S AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT SC RES FOR IMPLEMENTATION.
BUNCHE GAVE US ONLY BRIEF LOOK AT TEXT BUT HASTY READING LEFT
INPRESSION THAT IT MET PREVIOUS UAR REQUIREMENTS FOR NOVING ON
TO NEW STAGE IF ISRAELIS WOULD AGREE TO IT. AS BEST WE CaN
RECONSTRUCT INVITATION, IT TOOK ROUGHLY FOL FORM: GOVTS OF
ISRAEL AYD UAR HAVE INFORMED ME THAT THEY ACCEPT SC RES 242 AS
BASIS FOR RESOLVING DIFFERENCES AND HAVE AGREED ON NEED FOR
IMPLENENTATION OF ITS PROVISIONS. ACCORDINGLY, I INVITE

THESE GOVIS TO DESPATCH REPS TO NICOSIA WHO WLD BE

AUTHORIZED TO SNGAGE IN NECESSARY DISCUSSIONS UNDER MY AUSPICES
TO FACILITATE AGREEMENT.

JARRING HAS GONE ON TO JERUSALEM FOR FURTHER TALKS ALTHOUGH HIS
PREVIOUS PESSIMISM ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR SETTLEMENT HAVE OBVIOYSLY
BEEN REI:FORCZD BY LAST ENCOUNTER. (RE LATTER POINT, BUNCE CONFIDED
"THAT IN TALKING PRIVATELY TO SYG, JARRING WAS MUCH MORE

PESSIMISTIC ABOUT FATE OF HIS MISSION THAN WITH BUNCHE AND OTHERS
IN- SECRETARIAT. HE TOLD SYG HE WAS DISCOURAGED ABOUT PROSPECTS,

FOR AGREEMENT AND PHYSICALLY EXHAUSTED FROM CONSTANT SHUTTLING'
BETWEEN CAPITALS.) :

BUNCHE STRESSED SENSITIVITY OF INFO HE GAVE 'US AND I TRUST DEPT
WILL ASSURE IT IS NOT REVEALED TO ANY OTHER. GOVT.

GP-l.

GOLDBERG
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INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968 - 1:20 p.m,

Mr. President:

Heorewith 2 most gracions
cemmunication te you from Lord Avoa,

wo w. Reastow

WWRo-Gow:rln
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
WASHINCTON, D.C.

9 March, 1968

] [ NP .
9“"./21 S Vel inloccds

Thank you so much for your kindness in receiving me
yesterday and for giving so much time out of your heavily
charged day for our talk. It was of course absorbingly
interesting for me with memories of the conflict in Malaya,
where our diffliculties were less but still formidable enough
at the time.

As I told you, I do feel that no stat 'man of our time
has been called upon to face a harsher assignment than yours.
Your sternest critic could not deny the courage with which
you face the challenging dally declsions.

Each one of us, who are friends of the Unlited States
and want to see peace and a free life established on this
earth, must rray that you will succeed in reaching that
goal of a negotlated settlement based on firm guarantees

in which =zomz confidence can be placed and which I know you
would like to see prevall in Indo-China.

lirt, Aaceat regants o

/m/v‘y Skeendt

A

The resldent

~¥ the Unlted Stater of Arerien



INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- 1:1§ p.m.

My, President:

With respect to enemy forces around
Khe Sanh, the attached explains:

-= intelligence cornmuaity is now
carrying i4, 000 as the ememy threat
in the area;

~= they agree there have been some
receat reductions;

-~ they will be complseting by about
Wednesday of next week a study of
the whole of I Corps -- the results
of which I shall report to you,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rlan
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INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968 - 10:10am
Myr. Presldent:

Herewith a Xerex of the original
letter allegedly from the Pueble crew,

. The original 1s with handwriting
experts.

We shall send you an analysis
when completed.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- 10:00 a. m,

Mr. President:

Herewith some possible talking points with Amb. ﬁr;er. whom you
see at 3:00 p, m. today.

1. His job, of course, is simply to help Amb. Buanker carry out his
difficult mlesion.

2. Having been for some time in Washingten, he understands that
the political and military performance of the South Vietnamese is as
importaat to U, S, public support to the war effort .as the course of hattle
itself. We know how hard Amb. Bunker Is workiag to make Thieu's
coastitutional government operate. We hope that Berger's presence in
Saigon will strengthen this critical aspect of our Vietnam pelicy.

3. Although every country ls different, we hope that Berger's
experisnce in Korea, at a somewhat similar stags of South Korean
political evolution, will be useful to Amb. Bunker and the whole national
effort,

If you have time, you might ask him for any reflections he might
have, looking back on his experisnce as Ambassador in Kores; and thank
him for undertaking this important mission at a critical time.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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SEERET-

S&tﬂﬂl‘,. March ’. 19‘8
9:40 a. m.

My. President:

Heorewith a cable from Secnl
indicating the Korean troop issus is
notdead, '

Quite intsresting, in fact.

I have called it to Clark's
attention,

W. W. Restow

Seoul 4784
“SEOREY-

WWRostow:rln
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—SEGRET.

Seoul 4784, March 8, 1968

SUBJECT: Additional Republic of Korea Treops for Vietnam.,

1. For second week In a row, the Prime Minister deliberately raised the
subject of additional Korean troops for Vietaam. This time he began by asking
whether the U, S, would increase the number of troops being sent to Vietnam.
The Ambassador sald he believed we would be at level of about 525, 000 men
in very near future. Prime Miaister said he thoug that was good, but didn't
the U. 8. need more Korean troops. Ambassador repliad that we do and that,
as he had indicated a week ago, he intended te approach the Goverament of
Korea on this subject again scon. The Ambassador asked If the Prime
Minlsterx's thoughta on this had develeped since our last mention of It.

2. The Prime Minister then outlined an elaborate scenario, indicating
that he had been thiaking about this subject since our last meeting, which
involived the following: he said that he had excellent Information to the effect
that within the next year or so Prime Minister Sato of Japan would reguest the
U.8. to return Okinawa to Japaa. This would give Sato a political advantage
he would nsed to stay in power and to permit U, S. /Japar Defense Treaty to
remain in effect after 1970. Meanwhile, in Vietnam the war would be
continuiag, and he agreed with the Ambassador that this was a crucial year in Viet-
nam and there would be a coatinuing need for more troops to exert maximum
pressure on the enemy.

3. After stressing that he was giving enly his own ideas and had consulted
no ons, the Prime Minister said that an American victory in Vietnam is a
victory for Korea, and an American defeat in Vietnam ls a defeat fof the
Kereans. Under certsin circumstances, the Prime Minister believed, the
Gevernment of Korea might be persusded to send an additional two divisions
and perhaps mere. Howsver, this could only be managed through a meeting
between President Johnson and Presideat Park, perbaps in Hawail, At that
mesting (or perhaps beforshand) themPrime Minister thoujght the U, §. should
state its willingness to:

: a. Provide necessary financial assistance to psrmit the Government
of Korea to place its three ready reserve divisions, which are now fully
equipped, on active duty;

b. U.S. should then bring the seven Korean rear area security
resexrve divisions up to the equipment levels of regular ready reserve divisions.
This could be done at an equipment cost of about $9 millien for each division.

' c. The U.8., with reversion of Okinawa in mind, hould construct a
large air base on Cheju~-Do for use by such sophisticated aircraft as the F-4.

T ) —SECRET—
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4. If this could be done, the Prime Minister continued, President Park
would probably be willing to send two regular divisions to Vietnam, perhaps
replacing these regular active duty divisions In Korea with the three activated
ready resarve divisions. In addition, by following through on previous proposal
to empley five thousand civilian reservists in logistical jobs in Vietnam to
snable the dispatch of previcualy discussed light Korean division, it would then
be possible to increase number of Korean troops for Vietnam by two divisions
and the two-regiment light division. This would make a total of five Korean
divisions in Vietaam.,

5. Commeat. Ths Prime Minister carefully characterised the foregoing
as sntirely his own ldes, which he has discussed with no one. It seems clear,
however, that from refinements contained in this presentation, and from scope
of his proposal, that he has been thinking about this subject since our last
maesting and that he has quite probably discussed it with others, possibly
including the President. I responded to all this by saying that we would think
about this and would discuss subject with him again in the near future.

6. I would appreclate your thoughts and suggestions for use In follow-up
I should make on this subject. Also, questions which you would wish to have
clarified in connection with it,

7. Gensral Bonesteel has seen this message and requests that a copy be
routed te CINCPAC.

PORTER
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INFORMATION

Saturday, March 9, 1968 - 9:35 a. m,

Mr. President:

At Khe Sanh:

-- third consecutive day of good weanther;

-« 1813 frieadly rounds;

-=~ 370 sortles plus 45 B-52's;

-= 201 tons dalivered.

Later teday I will flle with you a report on
enemy dispositions at Khe Sanh and the DMZ area
indicating the epemy threat at Khe Sanh may consist

of 6-8000 men, rather than the 20, 000 we have been
carryiag in our heads,

W. W, Restow






Thirty-four artillery rounds fell at Con Thien, with injuries to one
Marine. At 11:30 p.m., 10 rounds of artillery struck the Dong Ha Combat
Base. No casualties or damage was reported.

Enemy ground activity in northern Quang Tri province yesterday
was comparatively light, with only small unit contacts reported. At 11:12 a.m.,
one Marine was killed and one injured when they detonated an enemy explosive
device located 10 kilometers southwest of Camp Carroll. A patrol from the
9th Marines came under small arms fire at 1:30 p. m., six kilometers northwest
~of Camp Carroll. Four Marines were wounded. The enemy withdrew. An
81mm mortar mission was fired in support with undetermined results. At
5:55 p.m., a reconnaissance team made contact with 15 North Vietnamese Army
six kilometers south of the rock pile. In an exchange of small arms fire, one

Marine was killed. The enemy withdrew leaving five North Vietnamese Army
bodies behind.

In Operation NAPOLEON/SALINE, an AMTRAC hit a 150 pound
mine totally destroying the vehicle. One Marine was killed and two injured.
ARVN elements located 28 140mm rockets four filometers _.ist of C-1. All
were destroyed. At 11:40 a.m., a forward observer with the 4th Marines
spotted 13 North Vietnamese in the open north of Cua Viet River. An artillery
mission was fired resulting in four North Vietnamese killed.

There was one COFRAM mission of eight rounds fired, with undetermined
results.

Marine aircraft flew 121 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force
flew 140, the Navy 109, for a total of 370 sorties. Bomb damage included
124 secondary explosions, 81 secondary fires, 28 bunkers destroyed, 100
meters of trench destroyed, 12 road cuts, and 11 enemy killed. Five ARC LIGHT
strikes (30 sorties) were scheduled for the Khe Sanh area, but nine aircraft
went to secondary targets owing to targeting equipment malfunctions. Two of
the strikes were against close-in targets, 1200 meters from friendly forces.
One mission reported 14 secondary explosions. For the past week (March 2-8)
a total of 45 ARC LIGHT strikes, consisting of 264 sorties, were flown against
troop concentrations, artillery positions, and supply/storage areas in the Niagara
area. SAC aircrews reported a total of 118 secondary explosions.

Air resupply for the Khe Sanh totalled 201 short tons. Class 1 amounted
to 35.5 short tons, Class II 18 tons, Class III 1.5 short tons, Class IV 3.5 short
tons, Class V 142.5 short tons. Fourty-six passengers were landed. Resupply
sorties totalled 38. Ten C-130's and two.C-123's completed air drops. Four
CH-53's and 22 CH-46's delivered passengers and cargo.

~SE6RET
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Three hundred-seven tactical air sorties are planned for the next
period in support of Khe Sanh. The Marines schedule 88, the Air Force
119, and the Navy 100. The Air Force will have 120 additional sorties on

call, the Marines will have 16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes
(21 sorties) are scheduled for the area.

SECRET



ACTION

_SECRET
Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- 8:45 a.m.
Mr. President:
Herewith Bob Komer, back channel from Honolulu, suggests:
I. We ask him for an eyes only appraisal of the sitmtion upon his return.

2. We empower him to tell Thiew and Ky of "top level disappointment’ at
their failure to rise to the occasion,

Bob preperly notes how important it is for him to be a Salgoa man ~-
abselutely loyal to Westy and Bunker.

Therefore, nelther of these things should be done without their knowledge
and concurrence.

I suggest, therefore, that we:

A, Send a back channel to Buaker, Weaty and Komer asking Komer to
file with us, as a matter of urgency upon his return, a fresh evaluation of the
state of pacification; prospects; and steps that need to be taken to prewent the
ensmy from consolidating the countryside. (At the moment, damage in the
countrysids, with snlarged opportunities for Viet Cong recruitment, is clearly
the greatest cost we have suffered from the winter-spring offensive. )

B. We should tell Bob to inform Bunker and Westy of our anxiety here

about the GVN performance and the Thieu-Ky split; but let Bunker judge
whether Bob should spsak directly to Thisu and Ky,

W. W, Rostow

A approved if Clifford agrees
B approved If Rusk agrees

No

Call me

WWRostow:rln ' A
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1. PRESIDENT WAS CORDIAL AND DETER¥INED WHEN

I SAW HIM LAST NIGHT, BUT SEEMED IN SOMBER ¥00D.
2. HENCE ON REFLECTION I REGRET THAT I DID NOT
ADEQUATELY EXPRESS MY OuWN STRONG VIEYW THAT

WE ARE ALREADY ON A DISTINCT CURVE OF RECOVERY
FROM LOW POINT OF THE INITIAL VC TET OFFENSIVE.
IN FACT, HAVING ALREADY ABSORBED THE WORST THE
ENEHMY CAN PROBABLY OFFER (EXCEPT PERHAPS IN
NORTHERN I CORPS), WEWARE ENTERING A PERIOD
WHERE OPPORTUNITY OUTWEIGHS RISK IF WE CAN ONLY
SEIZE IT.

3. TO RECTIFY MY OVERSIGHT, LET ME- SUGGEST .THAT
YOU OR PRESIDENT HIMSELF .REQUEST, AS HE KAS
DONE BEFORE, MY OWN EYES ONLY EVALUATION OF
EVOLVING SITUATION AS IT LOOKS A WEEX AFTER MY
RETURN. AS YOU KNOW, MY LOYALTY TO MY I¥MEDIATE
BOSSES, SO ESSINTIAL TO THEIR CONFIDEJCE IN ME, PRECLUDES
MY VOLUNTEERING ANY SUCH APPRAISAL UNLESS SPECIFICALLY
REQUESTED.

4. 1 DID URGE ON PRESIDENT THE CRITICAL NEED FOR
GREATER GVN PERFORMANCE:'AS AN ESSENTIAL COROLLARY

TO ANY US ADD-ON3, AND MY CONVICTION THAT ONLY HE COULD
COMPEL IT. TO REINFORCE OUR SAIGON EFFCRTS CALLS

FIRST FOR JUST THE RIGHT SPECIAL EMISSARY AND THEN FOR
AN EYEBALL TO EYEBALL BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS
THEMSELVES, IT STRIKES ME THAT MY RETURN CCULD BE

USED TO HELP ALONG THIS EXERCISE, SINCE THIEU AND -XY
BOTH REGARD ME AS "THE PRESIDENT'S MAN.™ THUS IT WOULD
HELP SET THE STAGE IF I RETURNED FROM WASHINGTON
EXPRESSING ITS KEEN TOP LEVEL DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THEY
HAD NOT. RISEN EJNOUGH TO THEZ QCCASIGN YET. I AY SURE
THAT BUNXER AND WESTY WOULD  HEARTILY CONCUR IF
PRESIDENT SUGGESTED THIS..

5. FINALLY, PLEASE REASSURE TME PRESIDEINT THAT I SEE

A GREATER CHANCE THAN EVER TO OVER AWE : V0I, IF WE
CAN ONLY CONVINCE IT THAT ITS ALL-CUT EFFORT HAS
FAILED AT GREAT COST. I AM MUCH IMPRESSED BY THAT
HUNGARIAN®S REPRISE OF GIAP DESCRIBING DIEN BIEN PHU
AS A DESPERATE GA¥BLE. WHILE IT TAKES. A BOLD MAN

OR 4 FOOL TO BE TOO. OPTIMISTIC JUST NOW, I SENSE THAT .
WE HAVE ALREADY WEATHERED THE WORST OF THE ENENY'S
CONVULSIVE EFFORT. IT WILL BE DIFFICULT AND PAINFUL

TO FACE HIY DOWN, BUT WE MAY WELL. BE ABLE TO FORCE

A HAJOR SHIFT BEFORE NQVEMBER IF WE NOT ONLY INCREASE
GUR OWN PRESSURE BUT SEIZE THE  PARALLEL OPPORTUNITY

TO SHAPE UP A NOW MALLEABLE GVWN. WARM REGARDS AND
DEPEND ON #I TO STAY IN THERE PUSHING.

GP-1

480

46




-~

o
)

—CONFIDENTIA L Saturday, March 9, 1968
MEMOCRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - INFORMA TION
SUBJECT: Mexican Border Reatrictions

Prior to Christmas and Washington's birthday the Mexican Goveramest in-
stituted tough customs inspection against returning Mexican nationals resident
outside the border zone travelling overland from shopping trips to Texas
border cities. US merchants, particularly in Laredo, feit the pinch and made
loud complaints at State, here and on the Hill. On both occasions strong
represeatations to the Mexican Ambassador and the Foreiga Office brought
relaxation of the enforcement.

While we protested ths Mexican action, our grounds were not strong because
the Mexican Goverament was simply esorciag customs regulations on the

books -~ even though not always applied, Mexico has a peculiar customs
system under which nationals yetaraing by air can briag back 2 long list of
articles duty free, while overland returaees are restricted to just a few items.
We undsrstand the severe enforcement measures at Christmas and Washingtomn's
birthday wers dus to pressure of Moaterrey merchants who anticipated heavy
purchases in US border cities by Mexicans living ia the interior.

The issue of eliminating the discrepancy of exemptions between air travellers
and overiand travellers was raised in the US-Mexice Trade Committee meet-
ing last December. The Embassy has also taken it up with the Fereiga Office.
In view of the recent difficuity, State instructed Ambassador Freeman on
March | to press for a resclution of the problem, He is to point out that pur-
chases along the border by our respective tourists is a two-way street., For
years we have waived the Treasury requirement that US tourists must remain
at least 48 hours outside the US before taking advantage of the duty-free ex-
emptions for parchases abroad. In the new proposals goveraing US towrism,
Mexico has a privileged position. We expect the Mexicans to reciprocats.

Specifically, Freeman is to seek:

~= simplification and clarification of customs regulations.

== elimination of differences botvoon- air and overland travellers, hope-
fully making the overiand trestment conform to ths more liberal air
troatment.

-« assurances of consistent enforcement during holiday and non-holiday
periods.

I will keep you posted on how these talks progrils.

W. W, Rostow



Satarday _ March 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION

SUBJECT: Full Power for Arthur J. Goldberf or William B, Buffum

to sign the International Coffee Agresment, 1968

Herewith for your signature is a full power authorizing Ambassadors

Goldberg or Buffum to sign the International Coffes Agreement re-
cently negotiated in Londoa.

You indicated at Punta del Este and in letters to Presidents Lleras
and Costa e Silva that you backed an improved coffee agreement.

The International Coffes Agreement of 1968 modifies, improves,
aad extends for five years the mechanisms established under the
Intsrnational Coffee Agreement of 1962,

Tony Solomon is optimistic that the formula for handling the soluble
coffes problem in the new agreement, which has been checked out
with the industry, will facilitate amooth sailing of the Agreement
through the Congress.

I recommend you sign the full power.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

Full Power for Ambassadors Goldberg or Buifum
for signature.



Saturday, March 9, 1968

Mr. President:

The attached reflects &
personality clash to which I don't
think there is any final solution
short of firing one party. However,
i think you could probably ride out
this storm by:

--cal right Patman
to urge favorable treatment of the
Agian Bank bill; and

--calling Black
{at Hope Sound, Florida) to apply a
little butter.

I thiok the critical thing

~-if we are to keep Black aboard--
is to call Patman.

W.W. Rostow
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bring in some of the plonsers in our own water planning, and we
would make cur work complement studies being done by Mac Bundy
through RAND and by the World Bank.

There are two bursaucratic problems:

1. How to kesp thess studies in technical perspective.
AEC has a way of going wild with its ideas and getting nuclear
desalting out of economic perspective, On the other hand, the
economists are too skeptical of desalting. In looking around for
someone to keep all parts of this effort in tune, we believe we should
entrust this to your Water for Peace Office. If we're going to build
that office up, now ia the time. The alternative ia to let Interior or
AEC run the show, and we just can't be confident of a balanced result
there,

2. How to assure proper program control, The water
experts will have to carry the technical ball, But State Department

contrel i8 necessary to mesh this with other efforts in the region,
Baker preposed a Presidential Comumission, but we fear that creates
expectations beyond what we can deliver, We have concluded that the
best bet is to say that the Water for Peace Director, responsible to

the Secretary of State, will report in this case to the Secretary through
Luke Battle's Interdepartmental Regional Group for this purpose.

We are persistently trying to strengthen State's coordination machinery
which you established but at the same time we want to build up the
Water for Peace Office. Luke has an effective group going, and we
think the Water for Peace Director can work through him without
unduly restricting the experts' freedom or his own prestigs.

Recommendation: Before we go any further down
this track, we would like to be sure you approve our general approach,
Specifically, State recommends that Secretary Rusk send the attached
letter to Senator Fulbright and that a similar letter go to Congressman
Morgan. If you approve, we would then work out precise terms of
reference for these studies and determine how to finance them, We
can do something within the existing Budget, but we might judge that
asking for a small budget amendment (less than $1 million) would be
werth considering in order to engage the Congress immsediately in
responsibility for its recommendations., (We believe Congressman
Reoney would be glad to support a small State budget amendment that
would contribute to Arab-Israell progress, but we will be back to you
on that. )

~-CONFIDENTIA—
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SUGGESTED LETTER

Honorable J. Willlam Fulbright

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations
United States Senate

Washingten, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr, Chairman:

I wish to assure you and the Senators who sponsored
Resolution 155, to which the Senate agreed on Decamber 12, 1967,
that the Administration will do everything it can to earry out the
spirit and purpose of that Resolution, We will alse continue to be
alert to other methods of achieving its broad objectives.

To begin with, we are planning a series of related studies
which will help determine the practicability of designing, contructing
and operating one or more nuclear desalting plants to provide fresh
water to both Arab and Israeli territories., Since a large nuclear
desalting plant must also produce a large amount of electric power,
we will alse examine the most sconomic use of such power.

Such studies must, of course, be done within a broad regional
and sconomic framework, We will begin by analysing the economy of
sach country in the region to determine what inputs deserve highest
prisrities for attaining the objsctives summarized in Resolution 155,

Improved management and use of sxisting water resources and

additional supplies of water and electric power will, of course, have
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a high priority. We will also examine the most economic methods
of producing and using water and electric power, taking inte consideration
the advantages to be gained {from broad regional cooperation,

Taking into account these aver-all considerations, we intend
to follow up the study done last summer at Oak Ridge examining the
"energy center' concept with a study to determine its applicability
in the Middle East. Last wummer's study analysed in theoretical
terms the ways in which {t may eventually be feasible to use the power
from large dual-purpose nuclear power and desalting plants in an
integrated food and industrial production complex. Our preposed
study would apply the concepts developed to the specific conditions
of the Middle East,

As beneficial and economic projects of all varieties are
iduntified, considering the full range of technolegical opportunities,
they can be pursued in whatever ways are consistent with the political
situation and with the availability of financial resources at the tims,
In this framework we can determine the feasibility of financing and
installing nuclear desalting plants.

The scope and locality of our studies will naturally be affected
by the trend of political attitudes and international relationships. We
may have to conduct them primarily within the United States, but one

or more of them could include participation by those Middle Eastern
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countries and their scientists and technologists whose governments
express an active interest,

I am glad to report, in addition, that we already have useful
working liaison with 'similarly minded nations, ' as suggested in
Resolution 155, We are working through United Nations agencies
already deeply engaged in studies to assist in the development of the
Middle Eastern countries. These agencies, of course, have the
advantage of a more cooperative relationship with some countries than

‘the United States has.

A more complsete outline of these studies which I have discussed
in this letter is being prepared. I believe they will be fully responsive
to the I'Oq‘;l'lt in Resclution 185,

Sincerely yours,

Dean Rusk



Friday, March 8, 1968 -- 6:00 PM

Mr. President:

Attached, for your approval, is a

congratulatory message on the independence

of Mauritius, March 12.

W. W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

Ball me

RPM/EKH/vmr
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM -- MAURITIUS

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

The American people join me in sending heartiest congratulations to
you and the people of Mauritius as you celebrate the birth of your nation.

Free men everywhere share your joy and hopes on this historic day.
Your commitment to democracy and the rule of law is a firm foundation for
progressive nationhood. Mauritius is determined to provide to her people
the economic and social advances which alone give meaning to independence,
and to assume with pride the place of honor reserved for her in the family
of nations.

It is a special pleasure for America to welcome Mauritius as a free
and sovereign state. We have enjoyed more than 100 years of peaceful and
; friendly consular relations with your lovoly island. We look forward to a
strengthening of these ties as Mauritius charts her own destiny.

My best personal wishes to you, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you will
carry out your heavy responsibilities with wisdom and courage.

Sincerely,



ACTION

Friday, March 8, 1968
5:45 p. m.

Mr. Presidont:
Herewith your approval requested

for regulations goveraing the Pacific
halibut fishery for the U. 8. and Canada,

1968,

W. W. Rostow

Attachment (log 907)









INFORMATION

BECRET

Friday, March 8, 1968
5:40 p. m,

Mr. Presideat:
Herewith as good an assessment

of the mixed pacification picture as
we can get In Washington.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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and scarce leadership energy; both must be attempted. Many
problems -- other than military ones -- are likely to hamper
rejuvenation of pacification. But restoration of security in the
countryside by offensive action must receive priority.



- v e e e -

Friday, March 8, 1968
2:00 p.m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Just to see what it looked like -- in
case you might consider this as one option -~
I have drafted a Southeast Asia Resolution
of 1963. You may wish to discuss it at lunch -~
or drop it in the wastebasket,

W. W. Rostow

Attachment



J0 &
(3/8/68) ;

SOUTHEAST ASIA RESOLUTION OF 1968

Whereas there are now major units of the Army of North Vietnam engaged
in aggressive action in South Vietnam contrary to the Geneva Accords

of 1954; and

Whereas there are major forces of North Vietnam engaged in aggressive
action in Laos and in the transit of L.aos with military men and supplies

in violation of the Geneva Accords of 1962; and

' Whereas the United States has joined with six nations of Asia and the Pacific
to frustrate the aggression against South Vietnam and to permit the
people of South Vietnam to exercise the rights of self-determination
without external coercion: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Congress approves and
supports the determination of the President, as Comfnander in Chief, to

take all necessary measures to defeat the aggression agai'nst South Vietnam
and to restore pe.atce to Vietnam and Southeast Asia at the earliest possible

time, on terms consonant with our national commitments and interests.



INFORMATION

SECRET
Friday, March 8, 1968
1:38 p.m.

Mr. Presideant:

Herewith Andy Geodpastsr reports
on his conversstion with President
Traman and forwards a personal

greeting from President and Mrs.
Truman,

I have marked tha passages where
President Truman expresses his view,

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 'y

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315

8 March 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Meeting with President Truman at Independence,
Missouri, 7 March 1968

I met with President Truman for one hour at his home in
Independence, Missouri, on 7T March 1968. (Two meetings tenta-
tively scheduled previously had been cancelled by Mr. Truman's
office at his request.) During the meeting, I covered the Pueblo
incident, and gave a general review of the war in Vietnam.,

With regard to the Pueblo, I told Mr. Truman that the ship
was on an intelligence-gathering mission, having left Sasebo, Japan,
on 11 January, and that so far as is known nothing out of the ordinary -
occurred until its seizure on 23 January off Wonsan, North Korea.

I told him that the ship was located in international waters when
seized, some 15 miles from the nearest land, and that we haveno .. ..
information indicated that the ship violated territorial waters at any
time. Its orders specifically required it to stay at least 13 miles
offshore. We cannot, of course, be completely certain there was

no violation until we have access to the crew and the log. It

appears that much, although perhaps not all, of the classified
documents and equipment aboard were destroyed. Some of it may
have been recovered by the North Koreans, I then summarized

what is being done now through diplomatic channels drawing upon
information furnished me by Mr. Bromley Smith, including a sum-
mary of the positions currently being taken by the North Koreans
and by the United States. Mr. Truman had no specific comment on -
the Pueblo matter.

I next gave him a summary review of the Vietnam war,
covering in brief outline the geography of the country, the develop-
ment of the war in the last few years, the objectives of both sides,
the principal forces engaged, the general operational plan and major .

..efforts heing exerted by both sides, the overall progress being made
up to thtel]if&acks,' the Tet attacks and their resulting effects to date,
the Khe Sanh situation, and the major issues and problem areas that

v’ 4 ‘ ~4
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now exist. Mr. Truman followed the discussion with keen interest
and close attention, with a number of comments and questions,

After my explanation of the situation in early and mid-'65
resulting in the introduction of U. S. forces at a time when the
South Vietnamese were close to defeat, M;mag,[‘ryman,;ﬁgmmmted tht
ﬂ}gﬁ{gﬁ¢&nﬁfﬁmﬂndmgtﬂnnh.m histopiniony With regard
to objectives, I told him that the aim of the North Vietnamese seems
clearly to be the take-over of South Vietnam and the imposition of
NVN rule throughout North and South Vietnam, and that their deter-
mination to pursue this objective is shown in the losses and the
destruction they are sustaining. On our side the President has
stated our overall objective as seeking an independent, non-
Communist South Vietnam, as well as an honorable peace that will -
leave the people of South Vietnam free to fashion their own institu-
tions without terror or intimidation from the North. Military
objectives to this end include imposing costs on North Vietnam to
cause them to cease support and direction of the insurgency, defeat
of the VC and NV A in South Vietnam, and extension of GVN
dominion over South Vietnam, as well as deterring the Chinese
Communists from intervention.

I next reviewed the major forces involved on both sides. Mr.
Truman was much interested in the fact that the NVA main force
units now in South Vietnam are larger than the VC units--thus it is
in no sense a civil war,

I reviewed the general progress of the war over the past few
years, noting the increase in population under GVN control from
one-half in 1965 to two-thirds in 1967, the improvement in the ratio
of weapons lost from about 1 to 1 in 1965 to 6 to 1 in 1967. I also
commented on the growth of .pacification teams and the increase in
the number of secure hamlets. Finally I noted the political progress
evidenced by the election in which more than 80% (more than four
and a half million) of the registered adults voted. This well dis-
proves any charge that the Vietnamese are indifferent about freedom
and development.

I reviewed in outline the principal operations now being .
conducted, including the land campaign in South Vietnam, the B-52
and other air operations, sea surveillance, the anti-infiltration
system, the pacification program in South Vietnam, the operations




against the lines of communications in L.aos, and the air and naval
operations against North Vietnam,

I next covered the Tet offensive, bringing out that the attack -
was launched suddenly during the holiday period; that 5 cities, 35 of
44 province capitals, 36 district towns, many villages and hamlets
and some 24 airfields were attacked; that approximately 60, 000
enemy troops participated of whom 40,000 were killed in the first
three weeks, and over 5, 000 captured, as well as 10,000 weapons
lost to us, while 3, 000 South Vietnamese were killed and 1, 000
U.S. The ARVN units were at half strength celebrating Tet, but
they responded well and bore the brunt of the attack. U.S. forces
supported in 6 cities, but for a limited number of days except at
Hue where the battle lasted nearly a month. The losses and other ..
effects on both sides have been heavy and severe., On our side,

60, 000 homes were destroyed, many businesses were destroyed

or damaged, 4700 civilians were killed and 500, 000 refugees re-
sulted. The economy has been set back, and pacification hard hit in
at least 13 provinces, where it may take six months to regain pre-
attack levels, Local government has been disrupted in many areas
and confidence shaken, ARVN units have been drawn into the cities,
and the countryside left exposed in many areas. However, on the
enemy side losses have been severe; no "uprising'' occurred as
anticipated; and a hardened attitude now exists toward the NV /VC.
The government response has been generally effective, although
their success in meeting the heavy additional refugee problem is
yet to be demonstrated. Pegmdeﬁ?ﬂﬁWéﬂman
appym%;mm‘fa}ﬁth”éﬁ%eﬁ?én ihese«t“’ﬁ’tam&%é?é‘%‘ﬁ“ﬂfem ed-that 4t

I next reviewed the situation in the Khe Sanh area, bringing
out that we have a strong force (4 Marine battalions, heavily re-
inforced) in the area, with powerful artillery and air support, and
with more than 2 divisions available in the northern part of South
Vietnam as reinforcements if needed. Heavy B-52 and tactical
air support is being provided. Although the weather handicaps
logistic support to the Khe Sanh force, our commanders have
confidence in their ability to deal with enemy attack.
Taqmpmempﬁrwmmmgm 2 e

Finally I gave him a brief survey of some of the major
issues and problem areas to which our government has been giving
its attention (and to which it will probably continue to do so). The
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first is the pressure to "'stop the bombing'. Here I referred to the
President's San Antonio formula, and to the risks to our troops if
the bombing were stopped and the North Vietnamese took advantage

G IR X " P e

of the cessation, MiTEIFinANEMdTHaY he didn't think it.was.4
RossibleXolgd any turthér thantie President has gonelinhis offer.
I next mentioned the continuing problem of infiltration of men and
material through Laos and Cambodia, and the enemy use of those
areas as bases. He was gratified to know that we are attacking
enemy movements and bases in Laos; I told him that the Cambodia
problem is receiving continuing study. I next mentioned the
necessity for maintaining the tactical initiative in light of the

increased forces the North Vietnamese are sending down from the

north and the possibility that more forces will be needed on our side

in order to avoid finding ourselves on the defensive. &ergaidii}

ol gr At pOYTENCETtE AVSidi IeingAnTawil on:the defersive; I
next noted the importance of finding ways of protecting cities and
the countryside, improving local security and eliminating the
structure of Viet Cong cells and sympathizers. This problem,
together with restoring the momentum of pacification and develop-
ment, is receiving urgent attention of our authorities in Vietnam
at the present time.

A, J. GOODPASTER

Lieutenant General, U,S. Army

% e Ad
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8 March (1968)

Dear Mr. President,

During my meeting, with President Truman yesterday, -
Mrs. Truman was also present. They both asked after you,
with deep feeling, and were gratified at my impression that
you are able to bear the burdens and harassments of your
post.

Mrs. Truman, with the President joining, asked that
I give you their warmest good wishes for both yourself
and Mrs., Johnson.

They were most grateful for your thoughtfulness in
arranging for the briefing.

Sincerely,

(signed) Andrew G. (Goodpaster)



INFORMATION

Friday, March 8, 1968
1:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Russ Wiggins just called. In connection with yssterday's
Senatw debate on Vietnam, he said:

-- for the Congress to intervene with respect to the number of
troops would be unprecedentsd and most unwise;

-= on the other hand, it may be proper for the Comgress to
vote on either a new resolution or a repeal of Tonkin CGulf;

~~ it would be quits proper to make those who were now

“wringing their hands, ¥ “‘sheddiag crocodile tears, " "caterwauling,
and expressing their ''concern® to be forcsd to stand up like men

and vote one way or the other. He doss not belleve, that, in the

end, there would be more than 12 votes for the repeal of Tonkin
Gulf, especially at a time when an Limportant battle was being

fought;

-~ in addition, he thinks that there are some ia the Congress who
feel it would be constitutiomally proper at this time to have an
expression of the will of the Congress.

Russ said he was not absolutely sure in his mind on this matter,
but he would think it important -- if possible .- to force the dissenters
to vote rather than simply make a lot of noise.

He asked me my view. [ told him that I had no firm persomal

judgment because I did not know enocugh about the Congress. [ did teill
him that I would pass his views aloag to the President.

W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION

SECRET-

Friday, March 8, 1968
1:05 p.m,

Mr. President:
Herewith Paul Nitze's response

to your question about hellcopter
engine production.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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SEERET- INFORMA TION
' Friday - March 8, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Panama Situnation

This is where the Panama situation stands this morning:

1. President Robles yesterday refused to appear before the Natiomal
Assembly Commissioa considering impeachment charges against
him. Instead he went on television tec denocunce the proceedings.
His action makes any compromise with Opposition Candidate
Arias that much harder.

2, Arias is moving ahead on impeachment with great caution. He
has not been sble to marshall the popular support he anticipated.
He has not gained the backing of the National Guard. So he is
hesitant to push through on impeachment he cannot enforce.

3. National Guard Commsander Vallarino maintains his neutral
positiona and is keeping the two factions apart.

4, Arxchbishop Clavel i3 organizing a2 non~-partisan ''third force"
of business and civic leaders to try to bring the two sides
together -~ or to take over the goveramenat if no compromise
is reached and the National Guard decides to dissclve the
National Assembly and depose Robles as the omly way out of
the impasse.

5. Colombia, at our suggestion, has agreed to approach Arch-
bishop Clavel with the idea of getting Robles and Arias to ask
for outside electoral chservers. I this idea can be combined
with mediation by the "third force' group, we may have a
formula which will be face-saving for both sides and help in
getting reasonably honest elections in May.

W. W, Rostow



ACTION

-COMNFIDIENEEAT Friday, March 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Reply to Greek Prime Minister

A few days ago, the Greek Ambassador delivered the attached
message to you from Papadopoulos, It's encouragement on Vietnam; we
assume he just wants to keep a line open to you. State recommends the
attached reply.

The Ambassador urged us to ease back into a normal relationship
and not let the temporary military takeover obscure our basic friendship
and anti-Communist alliance. The regime is on the right course and
needs our support.

The main issue now is whether we turn on the military aid spigot
a little more. Nick Katzenbach has given Luke Battle a go-ahead to begin
sounding out the Congress cautiously, but it will be a while before we're
ready for decision,

We are expecting a noisy few days on this and other Greek issues
because Andreas Papandreou will be hers speaking to the ADA dinner
tomorrow night, on TV Sunday and with various Congressional and private
groups next week. Andreas has organized a ''front" of exiles to push out
the military government, and he will undoubtedly turn the heat on us for
support. Luke Battle will see him Saturday, but we will see how hard he
presses before arranging cother appointments.

The isaue Andreas poses is whether we try to restore Gresk
constitutional government by backing him or by working to speed the junta
in that direction. Andreas and his followers claim they alone can bring
liberal government to Greece. The junta claims Andreas is the Communists’
frontrunner,

The issue would be serious if Andreas had any prospect of upsetting
the regime, But entirely apart from whether we trust him or not, we have
no svidence that he can even unite the Greek exiles, let alone oust a firmly
entrenched government, We think our only practical choice is to work
with the regime as it moves toward a new constitution over the next few
months, The attached letter is simply a harmless way of keeping our entree.

W. W. Rostow °
Approve
Disapprove
Call me




ROYAL GREEK EMBASSY s
WASHINGTON,D.C.

S

Ve

February 27, 1968

Mr, President,

The Greek nation breathlessly follews the
present dramatic phase in the fierce struggle which
American forces, vanguards of freedom, are conducting
in Vietnan,

Past experience makes Greeks particularly
sensitive in appreciating the meaning of the sacrifice
sustained by the noble youth of America in fighting to
deter wanton communist aggression as well as its impact
to the-free wvworld,

Both the people and the Governmeat of Greece,

. full of admiration for the moral perseverence with
which the United States of America fulfill their great
mission, wish a speedy and complete victory of American
arcs, for the sake of liberty and pezace thiroughout
the world.

Accept, Mr, President, the renewed assurances
of my highest consideration,

George Papadopoulos
(Prime Minister)

The President, ' - e aar)
The White House, ‘
Washington, D,C. 7
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SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Thank you for your kind letter of February 27
concerning the importance of our efforts to support the
government and people of South Viet-Nam in their struggle
to defend themselves from Communist aggression.

The military efforts by the United States, the
South Vietnamese and the Free World allies are designed
to achieve a just and durable peace. We also seek to help
the South Vietnamese people develop their nation.

It was in&eed gratifying to receive your expression
of support for our efforts in the cause of freedom.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B, Johnson

His Excellency

George Papadopoulos
Prime Minister of Greece
Athens



Friday, March 8, 1968

Mr. President:

This has been a hard day in the gold and foreign exchange
markets.

-- The gold pool suffered its third biggest loss,
$179 million.

-« The British lost $172 million supporting sterling.

~- The Canadians used $26 million to bring the
Canadian dollar up a few points; they had hoped
it would rise without official support, following
announcement of Canada's exemption from our
balance of payments program.

) Speculation is usually at its peak on Fridays, on the belief
that action on exchange rates or the price of gold is most likely to
occur on a weekend when markets are closed.

Bill Martin is meeting with the central bankers in Geneva
over the weekend. Deming is coming back Saturday evening from
talks with monetary officials.

W. W. Rostow

wanF:MWG:mst



Friday, March 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT W/W
SUBJECT: Presidential Determination on Shift of AID Funds

AID does not have enough money in its administrative account to
meet additional costs of administering the program in Viet-Nam. The
Foreign Assistance Act authorizes transfer of funds up to $9 million to
the Administrative Expenses account from Supporting Assistance funds.
Presidential determination is required.

The authority for this has existed since 1966 and has been used
each year.

Bill Gaud asks your authorization to transfer $8 million for this
purpose, If further review indicates less is needed, only the lower
amount will be transferred.

The Bureau of the Budget (Charles Zwick) concurs.

I recommend you sign the attached determination.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

Approve
Disapprove

Call me



THE WHITE HOUSE

WNASEHINGCTON

Presidential Determination
No. 68-5

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADMINISTRATOR
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SUBJECT: Determination under Section 610 of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, (the "Act"), to transfer up to
$8.0 million of Supporting Assistance funds to Administrative
Expense funds -

In accordance with the recommendation in your memorandum of February 20
I hereby determine, pursuant to Section 610 of the Act, that it is
necessary for purposes of the Act that up to $8.0 miliion appropriated
under Section 402 of the Act be transferred to, and consolidated with,
appropriations made under Section 637(a) of the Act, subject to the
limitation that funds so transferred shall be availlable solely for
administrative expenses incurred in connection with programs in Vietnam.
I hereby authorize such transfer and consolidation.

You are requested on my behalf to give prompt notice of this determinaticn,
pursuant to Section 634(d) of the Act, to the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate and to the Speaker of the

House of Representatives.




Friday, March 8, 1968

GONFIDENTIAL™
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Arguments Used Against Administration in Senate Debate,
Thursday, March 7

Senator Fulbright

(1) Constitutional issue -. Executive has no right to extend the war
without debate or consideration by Congress.

(2) Tonkin Gulf Resolution -- Like any contract based on misrepre-
sentation, in my opinion, iz null and void.

(a) The Maddox and Turner Joy were engaged in intelligence
activities.

(b) Lack of adequate proof that the alleged attack (August 4) in
fact took place.

(3) Questions quoted from Washington Post Editorial:
(a) What will we do with the initiative/de gain 1t?

(b) What is to stop the enemy from trying to gain it back?

4

(¢) Isn't there a limit to additional forces where the risk of
wider war outweighs any conceivable gain in security or
stability in South Viet-Nam?

(4) The Senate should insist on being informed about any widening
commitment and have a chance to debate any such commitments,

(5) The circumstances of the presentation of the Tonkin Gulf Resolu-
tion prevented any meaningful debate.

(6) The Tonkin Gulf Resolution was obtained under ''false prete: :s
on mistaken facts.'
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CONFIDENTIAL

Senator Case

(1) Unexplained differences in reports on Viet-Nam by ""disinterested
observers'' and media reporters on the one hand and the "official optimism
reports" from the Administration.

(2) Is the war winnable without the destruction of South Viet-Nam and
of much of America's might?

(3) The Administration must justify any conclusion that additional
commitments will not be self-defeating and cause greater disaster.

Senator Miller

(1) In 1966, "of the thousands of sorties flown over North Viet-Nam,
less than 1% were directed at key Chief of Staff targets. "

(2) The Administration must tell the Senate and the people why '‘we
must be enduring 2 prolonged war policy. "

Senator Hatfield

(1) Need for clarification of war declaration and war making powers
under the Constitution.

(2) Congress must be a partner in war making.

The Senator referred to his resolution {Senate Concurrent Resolution 63)
which he introduced several days ago. Text of the resolution is attached.

Senator Church

(1) Asia is "an endless morass' and the day of Western control of
Asian affairs has passed.

(2) We stand ready to "plunge still deeper in Asia" Wheyd.akmge popu-
lations wait to engulf us, and legions of young Americans are being
beckoned to their graves."

(3) We shall soon run out of men and money.

CONFIDENTIAL—
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CONFIDENTIAL

Senator Robert Kennedy

(1) No light at the end of the tunnel.

(2) Sending more troops or increasing the bombing is not the answer
in Viet-Nam.

(3) "Are we like the God of the Old Testament, that we can decide in
Washington, D. C, what cities, what towns, what hamlets in Viet-Nam
are going to be destroyed? "

(4) Do we have the authority to kill tens and tens of thousands of
people because we say we have a commitment to the South Vietnamese

people?

(5) Have the Vietnamese people been consulted on the future?

{6) Couldn't the Germans or Russians justified their aggression
with the same argument -- that they needed territory for their own
protection?

{(7) What can more troops accomplish that {sn't being accomplished
by those that are already there?

(8) What are the people of Viet-Nam willing to do for themselves?

19) Are we going to say -- as we are now saying -. that South Viet-
Nam doesn't have to draft its own 18-and 17 rear-olds?

£10) Should we just stand by and watch when the Vietnamese Army
1 ien?

{11) South Vietnamese youth are buying deferments from draft boards.

(12) Stealing in Beaumont, Texas, isn't causing the death of American
boys.

(13) Corruption -- do we have to accept it?
(14) Is our commitment to Thieu or Ky or to whom?

(15) "What we have been doing is not the answer -- it is immoral and
-atolerable to continue it. "

—GONFIDENTIA L
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_CONEIDENTIAT

Senator Fulbright

(1) Viet-Nam doesn't threaten the security of the United States.

Senator H: __e

(1) War is causing stock prices to fall and hurting business,

(2) The economic system of the United States i3 in danger of
collapsing because of the Viet-Nam war.

(3) Are we fighting communism in Viet.Nam? If so, why don't
we fight it in Cuba? Why not liberate ''the people of Communist China? "

Senator Fulbright

(1) Additional troops will mean supplemental requests of 10-15 billion
dollars -- all added upon a deficit.

Senator Manesfield

(1) We are iint the wrong place, fighting the wrong kind of war,
(2) The domino theory is a cliche.
(3) We should try harder for peace on the Diplomatic front.

{(4) The Tet offensive was a confirmation of stalemata.

W. W. Rostow

WWR:WJJ:pas:3/8/68
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s § CON. RES. 63
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Fesnuary 28,1968

Mr.- HarFenp submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Whereas extension by the United States of the Vietnam ground
war beyond the limits of South Vietnam could constitute a
widening of the conflict beyond the intended authorization
of the Gulf. of Tonkin Resolution: Therefore, be it:

1 Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives
9 concurring) That it is hereby declared to be the sense of the

Congress that if the President determines that it is vital to

W

4 the Interests of the United States to extend the Vietnam

ground war beyond the limits of South Vietnam, the Presi-

ot

6 dent should first obtain full participation in this decision by

7 the United States Senate and House of Representatives.
v | |












ACTION

SESRET/SENSITIVE/LITERALLY EYES ONLY Friday, March 8, 1968
10:15 a. m,

£0
MR, PRESIDENT: —~

With respect to your telephoned instructions:

1. Bill Jorden is summarizing the Vietnam arguments in the Congressional
Record.

2. I recommend that you meet with Secretaries Rusk and Clifford on the
issues you raised, with this agenda:

A. Additional troops: the 20,000, and can they be kept within 525, 000 ceiling ?
B. Raserve call-up.

C. Mission to Saigon:
' -~ Clifford?
-- Yance ?
-« Clifford, Vance, Taylor?

D, Terms of refersnce of mission to Saigon:
-« What can the South Vietnamese be induced to do?
-= What are the prospects in the battle {or the next two months ?
-~ What about troeps beyond the 20,0007

E. A Congressional Resolution: Repeal Tonkin Gulf?

3. For what it is worth, here are my thoughta:

-= The critical decision cannot await a second trip to Saigom; that is,
the 20, 000 plus the reservs call-up. I am not sure it has to be the full
400, 000 plus build-up; although that is what the country needs, A second
trip to Saigon, before a decision is made on the Wheeler trip, would be
taken &s a sign of great weaknsess in the midst of a critical battle.

~= The best man to make the trip would be Clark, because it's his job.
And confidence that he understands the situation on the spot is important
for him to do his job. Otherwise, Cy Vancs -~ or, perhaps, both.

: -- The coustry badly needs a Presidential decision -- even if oaly an
interim decision -- and a Presidential speech.

-~ Discussion of -- or at least decision on -~ new strategies

should await the outcome of the next two months of critical battle.

Set up meseting No Call me
WWR:msz — - W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION

Friday, March 8, 1968 -~ 9:05 a. m.

Mr., Presideat:
At Khe Sanh:

-= & second consecutive good weather
day;

-= 3204 rousds frieadly artillery;
95 enemy;

~= 321 sorties; 42 B-52's;
-= 221 tons delivered;

==~ 5 U.,S8., wounded.

V. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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Thuraday, March 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Lord Avon (Anthony Eden) noon
Friday, March 8

Avon will be in Washington only for the day, arriving from his
winter home in Barbados, He will be Secretary Rusk's guest for
lunch, He is scheduled to speak at Cornell University next week,

Avon made the following points in an article published in the
January 6 New York Times entitled '"Diplomatic Way Out of Vietnam'':
- Today's goal should be the reconvening of the Geneva
Conference and a negotiated settlement;

- The Russians could play a key role but are not show-
ing interest in doing so;

- Southeast Asians, broadly speaking, welcome U.S.
support and are suspicious of China;

- Those who state the fighting will end without a
negotiated settlement are only prolonging the war;

~ There is no prospect for complete victory for either
side,

Avon would be particularly interested in your views on Vietnam,
You may wish to ask him about:

- Britain's future world role in light of the recent
defense cutbacks;

« The UK and the EEC;

- The capacity of the Wilson Government to defend
sterling,

A brief biographic sketch is attached,

W. W. Rostow



yr%
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The Earl of Avon
(Sir Anthony Eden)

Lord Avon was bora in June 1897 and educated at Eton and Oxford, He
served in the British Arpmy during World War I and was decorated with
the Military Cross. He entered Parliamesnt at the age of tweaty-six,

Avon rose rapidly through the Parliamentary ranks and in 1931 was
appointed Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs., He became
Foreign Secretary in December 1935,

Aven was instrumental in baving the League of Nations undertake
limited sanctions against Italy duving the Ethiopian War. He resigned from
office in February 1938 becauss he disagreed with Pri me Minister Chamber-
lain's appeasemaent pelicies,

Avon rejoined his World War I regiment six months before the cutbreak
of World War II. In September 1939 he accepted Chamberlain's request to
rejoin the Government as Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

He was sppointed Secretary of State for War by Churchill in May 1940
and Foreign Secretary in Decomber. He remained Foreign Secretary until
July 1945 when the Churchill Goverament was defeated.

He was reappointed to the post of Foreign Secretary with Churchill's
return to power in 195] and became Prime Minister in April 1958 after
Churchill's resignation,

In the sumumer of 1954 Avon acted as Co-Chairman of the Geneva
Conference on Indochina,

He resigned as Prime Minister in January 1957 because of a recurrence
of illness caused in part by the strain of the 1956 Suex crisis. Shortly
afterwards he retired from the House of Commons, Hs was made an Earl
in 1961,

Lord Avon is an Honerary Doctor of 2 aumber of universities and
President of the Royal Shakespsare Theatre. In 1954 he received the
Carnegie Foundation's Peace Prize,

Lord Avon has been married twice, He has two sons, one of whom
was killed in Burma in 1945, His present wife, Miss Clarisss Spencer
Churchill, is 2 niece of Sir Winston Churchill, He has written several
books including a three-volume set of memoirs.



Approved For Retease 2001/08/24
INFORMATION

SECRET—

Thursday, March 7, 1968
6:15 p.m,

Mr. President:

25X6 Herewith Dick Helms files with
you t hojessessment of
dangers in the Middle East.

It has not yet been svaluated by
our peopla.

Key passages marked,

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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ACTION

CONFIPENTIAL--SENSITIVE
Thursday, March 7, 1968 -~ 6:15 p.m,

Mr. President:

Sec. Rusk is extremely anxious to get a feel for last evening's
leadership meeting with you,before he faces Fulbright and the others
on Monday.

His concern is heightened by Fulbright's performance of today.

In particular, he wishes to make sure that what he says and
what you sald match and no wedges are driven between you.

You may wish to chat privately with Sec. Rusk about his Maaday
hearing.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln ' v

 CONTIDENTIAL--.SENSITIVE



ACTION

a0 fx
Thursday, March 7, 1968 g;
6:!0::.!:. /

GONFIDENTIAL
MR, PRESIDENT:

Clark Clifford called to report the following: Semator Fulbright,
through the Clerk of the Roreign Relations Committes, has invited the
Secretary of Defense to appear before the Senate Foreiga Reslations
Committse on Monday, March 18,

Subject: the Military Assistance Program,

Clark sees two optioas:

-~ Go up himself, taking Paul Warnke and Gen. Wheeler with him,
He would make a gesaral statemment, Warake and Wheeler would

be available to respond to detatled questions,

~= Ask Paul Nitze to do it. That would probably be scceptable
to the Committes.

It is Clark's stromg recommendation that he not duck the matter
but take on the assignment.

However, hs requssts your decision.

W. W. Rostow

Clifford should accept

Nitze should do it



ACTION
SO

Thursday, March 7, 1968
3:45 p.m,

My, President:

Clark Clifford and Bus Wheeler are against
your sending a message to Gen. Westmoreland at
this time along the llnes of the draft which I
forwarded to tham,

There are two majer reaszons:

-« Clark belisves very stroagly that we
should not now taks an eptimistic view of the war,
but let the facts speak for themselves and hope that
in 4 or 5 monaths things will obviously be better.

~« He also believes we should not Influence
Wesnty In what tactical course of actioa he should
pursue: perbaps purshing the enemy all out is right;
perhaps not. He does not believe the President
should get Iinto this,

Quite aslde from the message -~ and addressed
more specifically to the report of the backgrouander
in Vietnam yesterday -- Clark wouild like to speak
with you about cur general public stance towards the
war, in Presidential and other public statements.
He would like to urge great cautlon about optimism,

W. W, Rostow

Hold message
Arrange appolntment for Clifford



INFORMATION

Thursday, March 7, 1968
3:45 p.m,
My, Preasident:

Sec. Rusk wishes you to read this acceunt
of a conversation between Dobrynin and Pat Dean,

What is unclear is what the Russians would
do If we stopped bombing arcund Hamol-Haiphong.

W. W. Rostow

-

WWRostow:rin






ACTION
SETRET/NODIS
Thursday, March 7, 1968
3:40 p.m.
Mr. President:

Hsrewith Paul Nitze and Nick
Katzenbach come up with a series of
specific recommendations, in the
wake of Cy Vance's repeort.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln






~SECREE/NODES—
-2-

C. Improving the Korean DMZ Barrier -

Additional counterinfiltration items are being
delivered to Korea with airlift of most critical items
authorized. Many critical items are already in Korea.

An operations analysis study in support of DMZ security
and counterinfiltration efforts is in progress. Included
in the FY 1968 supplement of $100 million is an additional
sum, yet unspecified, for counterinfiltration items.

D. Reconnaissance Activities in Korea -

General Bonesteel has been authorized to keep
Ambassador Porter fully informed of all reconmnaissance
activities scheduled for the vicinity of Korea.

E. Communications -

To improve our secure communications between
Washington and Seoul, on Saturday, 20 February, a secure
teleconferencing system was established connecting the
Departments of State and Defense with the, American Embassy
and General Bonesteel's headquarters. Also, on 20 February,
the Department of Defense dispatched by air the necessary
equipments and technical engineering personnel to establish
a secure voice system to connect several key State and
Defense facilities in Seoul, and these, in turn, with
Washington.

2. Influencing South Korea

A. Defense Ministerial Meetings -

We wish to arrange promptly a meeting between
the ROK Ministry of National Defense and our Department
of Defense, preferably in April in Hawaii. Paul Nitze
plans to head our delegation and CINCPAC would be directly
involved. This would be portrayed as a direct follow-up
on the Vance Mission and would be designed to pull the
ROKs closer to us and to keep the ROKG calmed down., Their
desire to retaliate will inevitably increase if the North
Koreans step up their raids as the weather improves.

D1S










ACTION

Thursday, March 7, 1968
3:40 p. m.

Mr, Presldeat:

Herewith Sec. Rusk recommends you asee
Sam Berger before he leaves for Saigon next
Sunday; and he preseats specific reasons for
thia recommendation,

wW. W, Roﬂ;ov

APPROVED
Disapproved

Call me

W. W. Rostow:rin









Suggested Presidential Birthday Greetings to

Mexi o Gustavo Diazs Ordas
(on March 12, I#B)

Dear Mr. President:

Lady Bird joins me in wishing you a happy birthday. Our
'thonghtl will be with you and Dona Guadalupe as you cele-
brate. This greeting also carries our best wishes for
continued good health and happiness as you provide wise

leadership to the Mexican people.

Lyndon B. Johnson

His Excellency
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz

President of the United Mexican States.



Thursday - March 7, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - INF ORMA TION

SUBJECT: Letter from Prime Minister Burnham

Attached is the advanced text of a letter from Prime Minister
Burnham thanking you for the birthday message you sent him
recently.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment



Advanced Text of Letter

to President from Prime Minister Forbes Burnham of Guyana
dated February 29, 1968

Y"Dear Mr. President:
I wish to thank you most sincerely for the warm greet-
ings you extended to me on the occasion of my 45th birthday

and for your congratulations on Guyana's achievements since
its independence.

We shall strive to continue on our path of peaceful
progress and to keep alive the spirit of {freedom and self-help
to which you have so generously referred.

With every good wish.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ L. F. S. Burnham"

R



INFORMATION

Thureday, March 7, 1968 ~- 11:45 a. m.
Mr, President:

Herswith the updated charts showing the
intensity of the battle since Tet.

As you can see, both enemy casualties and
weapons losses have remained in a range 3 or 4
times the 1967 average; and the ratio of ’
casualties has been about twice as unfavorable
to the enemy as duriag 1967.

W, W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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Thursday, March 7, 1968 -- 9:55 a. m.,

Mr, President:

Sec. Rusk just called with the follewing. There will be next week
a debate on Vistanam in the Bundestag in Boan.

So8» Rusk suggests that we send Cabot Lodge to L.ondon, Benn, and
Reme. The purpose would be to brief our frieads there on Vietnam, and,
especlally, to stiffen the backs of our German friends for this debate.

In Rome he could talk with D'Orlandl who has been talking, as you kaow,

with the North Vietnamese in Prague and squeese svery drep of what little
substance there may be out of the D'Orlandi- North Vietmamese conversations.

W. W. Rostow

Lodge trip appreved /

Disappreved

Call me

WWROltoﬁ: rin



INFORMATION

Thursday, March 7, 1968 -- 9:30 a.m,

Mr. Prassident:

At Khe Sanh yesterday:

good weather;
217 tons delivered;
2367 rounds fired;

antialrcraft fire heavier, bringing
down the C-I23;

343 tactical alr sorties to good effect;

42 B-52 sorties.

W, W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



- w

Thursday, March 7, 1968, 9:50 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-two on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 6, 1968.

Clear skies at Khe Sanh throughout most of the period
provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft.
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the
area of operation. A total of 217 short tons of supplies and equipment
were offloaded during the period. Fire support elements expended a
total of 2367 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery.

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air-~
craft were fired on with three receiving hits. At 2:00 PM, a C-123 with
47 passengers and crew members aboard, received fire on let-down for
Khe Sanh, attempted to leave the area, and crashed eight miles east of
Khe Sanh. Search parties report no signs of life at the scene.

Enemy artillery, rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck
a parked C-123 aircraft. No injuries were caused, theplane sustained limited
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter
was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley.
Five of the 1l people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105
crashed in Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered.

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on
Operation Kentucky. Elements positioned at C-2 and C-3 received five
and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-2,
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artillery rounds
and eight rounds of mortar, with no casualties or damage reported. At
A-3, elements of the 3rd Marines received nine artillery rounds. Other 3rd
Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15
mortar rounds with no casualties or damage reported. Dong Ha combat base
in late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded.
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

7 March 1968
0700 EST

THE JOINT STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

Subject: Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM EST
6 Mar (9:00 AM 7 Mar, SVN time)

1. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP)
status as of the above time is as follows:

PREVIOUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 5 Mar EST
ON_HAND (9:00 AM 06 Mar SVN)}

s |

RPN

CLASS I (Rations)
Meal, Combat, Individual 19 19 days
B Rations 9 9 days

CLASS III (Fuel)
Aviation Gas (AVGAS) 3 3 days
JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 8 8 days
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 9.9 11 days
Diesel 8 8 days

CLASS V (Ammunition)

a. High explosive
60-mm mortar 43 42 days
8l-mm mortar 22 22 days
90-mm (Tank) 102 93 days
4.2" mortar 45 45 days
105-mm howitzer 22 20 days
155-mm howitzer 16 17 days
b. Anti-Tank ROUNDS ON HAND

90-mm HEAT 1,202
G6-mm Rocket (LAW) 3,420
Anti-tank mines (M-15) 168
Anti-tank mines (M-19) 668
Anti-tank mines (M-21) 0
106-mm HEAT 154
106-mm recoilless rifle (HEP-T) 1,466
3.5" rocket 1,607
90-mm AP-T 329
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SEGRET

PREVIQUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM S5 Mar EST
ON HAND (9:00 AM 6 Mar SYN)

Cs Anti-Personnel ROUNDS ON HAND
106-mm BEEHIVE 1,031
CLASS _V_(COFRAM)
105-mm howitzer 5 5 days
155-mm howitzer 5 5 days
40-mm grenade launcher 5 5 days
Hand grenades 10 10 days

2 On 6 March, Khe Sanh was resupplied with 217 tons as
follows:

CLASS 1 31 tons
CLASS 1L 5 tons
CLASS III 18 tons
CLASS 1V 23.5 tons
CLASS V 138.5 tons
Miscellaneous 1 ton

fg. D, CRAMER, JR.

Rear Admiral, USN
Deputy Director for
Operations (NMCC)

Distribution:

SECDEF .
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~CONFIDENTIAL— March 7, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Invitation to Romanian Scientific Research Chief

When Don Hornig was in Bucharest in 1966, he informally invited the

head of the Romanian Council for Scientific Research to visit this country.
Since then a new man has been appointed, and the State Department recom-
mends that Don Hornig renew the invitation.

The new man, Alexander Birladeanu, is a member of the Politburo -- one
of the top ten in Romania. He would talk with our people about scientific
research policy and ways to stretch limited Romanian scientific research
funds. He would also travel around the country.

The only political risk we see is the possibility that Romania's economic
and military assistance to North Vietnam would give some newsman or
Coagressman a handle to attack the visit. Romania does provide petroleum
and other products to North Vietnam, and a Romanian-Chartered, Greek/
Belgian/Panamanian ship is presently enroute to China, we believe, with
oil for North Vietnam. The Warsaw Pact Conference now meeting in Sofia
will no doubt issue some statement in support of North Vietnam, and
subsequent statements cannot be ruled out. (Birladeanus visit might be

a month or two from now.)

Nevertheless, Romania is taking an increasingly independent line -- as
most recently demonstrated by her walkout from Budapest -- and is increas-
ingly friendly to us.

Our Ambassador and the State Department recommend that the invitation
be extended. Dr. MNormig thinks it is a good idea, and would be happy to
host the visit. ' ’

Extend invitation W. W, Rostow
No
Call me

—GONFIDENTIAY-

NDavis:feg






Proposed Message of Good Wishes

to the Allisnce of Pan-American Round Tables at Managua, Nicaragua

{to be issued by Assistant Secretary of State Oliver
on behslf of the President before March 10, 1968)

LA ALIANZA de MESAS REDONDAS

PANAMERICANAS
El Salon de Actos del Instituto

Pedagogico de Managua
Managua, Nicaragua
President Johnson has asked that I convey to the members of the
Alllance of Pan American Round Tables his good wishes on the
occasion of its eleventh biennial Convention at Managua, Nicaragus,
and his special greetiags to the represeatatives of Nicaragua and
to the ambassadors of the other countries of the Americas attend-

ing the celebration.

The President is particulariy happy to extend his greetings to the
delegates of the other countries and to our own delegates from

California, New Mexico and Texss.

As wo approach the historical date on which we celebrate Pan
American Day, April 14, it is indeed appropriate to recall that
all the peoples of this hemisphere are bound together aot only by
geography but by common ideals of political, economic and social
justice -~ and a common belief in brotherhood. I kmow that this is

the spirit that mmoves your organisation.

Covey T. Oliver
Assistant Secretary for

Inter-American Affairs.

G4 *



Wednesday, March 6, 1967

Mr. President:

Attached, for your sigmature, is a
proposed letter to the Society for Interna-

tional Develepment during its 10th anniversary

world conference. (They are meeting here
today through Saturday. )

The Society is a solid professional
group of economists, engineers, educators,
and public servants. It takes no position
on Vietaam or other contentious issues
outside the development field. This meeting
will draw about 1, 000 participants from 35
countries for gemeral discussion of develop-
ment problems. President Saragat sent
them a2 message when last year's conference
was held in Italy.

1 récommend you sign.

W. W. Rostow

WWR:EKH:RM:lw



Lear Chisi Adebe:

I ain most pleased to send warin greetings o yeu aad your
colleazues of the Society for Intersational Ueveloprnent ws
you gather ftor your Testh Anniversary Conferencs.

Over the pavt decads the Society has performed =« vitzl role in
the worldwide atiack on poverty sad dsspalr. Development ie
wrgent husiness fer all mankind. & dexsands of every matiea,
rich And poor, = gensreus cemmitment of werlth and siills.
Bul yeour Seciety has helped tasch us the precivcus truth that
developrasat is firet and feremost = hurman provies. You
bave recognized thit money and tachnology slons will accom-
plish littlie withsut the casrgy, the talemt, and the dedication
of snen and wamen areund the wozrld.

The Soclety brings these ruon and wornen tegether to share
thelir valuable knowieige and experience. It has preves that
the challange of developuieat knews asither aational boundearies
aer prefesaional jurisdictions. It has previded a bond of
fallowship to ealarge the capacities amd refresh the dster~
minbtion of those who lead the world ia thia grest adventure

of the Twentieth Century.

The inet ten yoars bave shown heastaning nrogress in the
straggis for » better life. Yet we all know the path shead s

bard and lomg. The world wiil need your leadership even meore

in the future than 1t hos im the pas). Yow bave our sdimira-
tion aad suppert.

Xy best wishes for 2 succesaful conisrencs.

[ T TS, v

LBJ:WWR:EKH: AM:llw

3/6/6a
il . 0. Adave

President,

The Zaociety for Intersatioms]l Develop:ment
Ehorsthinin Hetel

wachiagton, L. C.



ACTION
93
Wednesday, March 7, 1968 /

MR, PRESIDENT:

One gap in our staff work with respect to the Whesler
recommendations is an estimate of Soviet, CHICOM, and cther
Communist reactions.

Bill Bundy, haviag talked to Sec. Rusk, suggests we let the
Office of National Estimates, CIA, make an appraisal of probable
Communist reactions,

I suggest we give them a wide ramge of alternatives to analyse
so that the Wheeler proposals would not be pinpointed.

W. W. Rostow

Let Office of National Estimates make the analysis

No

Call me
7
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