
MEMORANDUM 

INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, March 11, 1968 
· 4:30 p. m. 

The Apostolic Delegate, the Most Reverend Luigi Raimondi, asked to see 
me this afternoon. He carried a memorandum which proposed that, without 
the prior knowledge of Hanoi or Washington, a legitimate neutral source 
invite the following to appear at a conference at a certain time and place: 
U.S., GVN, Hanoi, and NLF. The three members of the International 
Control Commission (India, Canada, and Poland) would also be invited. 
The inviting neutral country would also ask both sides to de-escalate the 
violence, including a cessation of bombing of North Vietnam. 

The Holy See, after examining the project, said that it was impossible to 
back it without both sides, at least, being informed. Therefore, Rev. Raimondi 
was willing to have me read the memo; make any remarks I cared to make; 
but not keep and circulate the memo. · 

I read it and told him that he should ask for a session with Secretary Rusk; 
let him read and return the memo; and get his observations. My own 
.observations were these: 

-- The memo is based on the assumption that both sides wish to negotiate, 
but cannot find a way to do so without believed disadvantage. It was unlikely 
that this was the case; but no idea or hypothesis that might bring peace should 
be excluded. 

-- The proposal called for a 11 gradual reduction 11 in the violence; but 
called for a flat 11cessation of bombing of North Vietnam. 11 Whatever proposals 
were made should be well balanced and symmetrical, in my judgment • 

. -- The memo suggested Sweden as an ideal authentic neutral -- I noted 
that out of its own political life, Sweden had gotten itself into a somewhat 
awkward relation to Vietnam. He immediately said that Switzerland would 
certainly be better. 

-- I concluded by repeating that he should regard my remarks as personal; 
and should seek out Secretary Rusk. I told him that anything coming from 
the Holy See or from himself personally would always be taken most seriously 
by this government. 

I told him that I would, of course, inform the President; but I would not 
circulate a piece of paper about this project within the government beyond that. 

He asked me to convey his respects and best wishes to the President. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Aathortty(AAS c,y:1,R.-v,/. '1/Ll f r • 
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LIMITED OFftCIAL USE 

MEMOJlANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: BirtJMlay Cireetiap to the Japaae•• Prime Mbaiater 

0a March 27 Prime Mialater Sato will celebrate Ida 67tll 
birtllday. I believe yoa will wlaa to fflld. aim ll'Htiap. 

I reeomrnead tbat YOII approve tile attacbed •-••tad 
meaup. 

W. W. lloatow 

Appr..-. ________ _ 

Dlaa,prove -------
Call me --------

AJ:mm. 

cc: Mr. Jorden 

LIMITED OFnCIAL USE 



f. C-J. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ~ ;L: ;f;~z. -WASHING1"0N 

?1arch 7, 1968 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proposed Birthday Greetings from 
President Johnson to Pri~e Minister Sato 

Japanese Prime Minister Eisaku Sato will celebrate 
his sixty-seventh birthday on March 27. The Pres·ident 
knows the Prime Minister well, because of the two 
visits the latter has paid to Washington, first in 
January 1965 and more recently in November 1967. 
The Prime Minister has reflected the ·closeness of this 
tie in numerous per·sonal· messages to the Pres·ident. 
In view of the special relationship which exists between 
the President and the Prime Minister, and the importance 
of US-Japan relations, the Department recommends that 
the President extend birthday greetings to the · 
Prime Minister. · · 

A proposed me~sage,· for transmittal through our 
Embassy at Tokyo, is· enclosed. The Department 
recommends that the message ·not be released in 
Washington, but we would. have ·no objections if the 
Japanese wished to release ·the message in Tokyo. 

i)Uf ,!Lvh ,_ 
BenJamin H. ~ead . ,., 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Proposed Message from President Johnson 
to Prime Minister Sato 

LIMITED OFFICIAL. USE 



Suggested Message 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

On the occasion of your birthday, I extend 

warmest congratulations and best wishes for the 

continued success of your endeavors. Mrs. Johnson 

joins me in wishing you health and happiness in 

the 9oming years. 

His Excellency 
Eisaku Sato, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Prime Minister of Japan, 
Tokyo. 



INJ'OJ\MA TlON 

Mo••J• March n. 1968 - 3:05 pm 

Mr. Prealdeot: 

Herewltll Dlck Helm• follow• up 
OD. the Collla• atory about the al1•1•• 
coafllct betwffa blmHlf aad me. 

w. w. llo•tow 

WWRoatow:rlD 



EYES ONLY 

SENSITIVE 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

10 March 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr• W.al t Ro stow 

l. You will recall that prior to the NSC meeting last 
- -Wednesday,- you handed me -a Xerox of an article which appeared 

in THE COURIER.JOURNAL & TIMES by Frederic W. Collins of THE 
LONDON SUNDAY TIMES. On the Xerox was a note asking me to 
"Check this and stop it." 

2. I got in touch with Henry Brandon who is the regular 
LONDON SUNDAY TIMES correspondenj;. in Washington. He told me 
that he had been on vacation in Aspen and that Collins stands 
in for him when he is away from Washington. It also appears 
that Collins normally works for the Riddei- publications. In any 
event, ll~~<m:r?~~~~1:t-}'S_P.)kt!:;'Jef-' ';C_o}.~ ~jf~~{l~j~~e,:~ ... 
~9:.!,,~~~i~.!~e.~ :~~ql.l:m$~~:~~-~~?..; .. !ll~ .... Jm9-"Jf'.•,C.Md.~·-qw.cte:-.a.,acn.;...: 

~ :":.er.~at io?l, :.~R.?,~!-0
• ¥..s~piJtcff;;;:::!11.· ~, ·::¥.i.~~A~:,of. · ~o:mmo~. ~~dor.;::Jie;:i 

~admi:t .~ _d ;}•<?;!;~~ that. , he :ha,,d-· simp~. rewritten·_ the . _Thomas,~Ross, 
...,.story ot an earlier . date with which you~~e .familiar. Put 
'another'w ay~_,_Col~. -hljld Jl9~)'~~ .. ,!! f a·c·ts)J;, -:iiutJia.44:3tmp-Iy:~rimg~(i;• 
• ~h! : _ ~ ~ -~~;r.~?'ies . wh~."ch Jtos_s .. l1ad alreadtJ?.8~~:r.:~~d-· ,~1:1t·YQ~~~ 

.~ me a.!l~ .. 9,~r vi.ews or .the Viet."la,me.!S.e -- ~~r\_; Collins and I ended our 
... t .alk amicably enough with my invitation to him to telephone me 
whenever he has an item which in some way affects the Agency. 

3. I think you will agree that it is a dreary commentary 
on newspapers that a story based on untruths can go so far and 
get such wide circulation. 

SENSITIVE 
. . . 

~ 
Richard Helms 

Director 

- ,_ - - -- -• ..---....... ---·-·----- --9 .... ~-- . ·---~~--·--·----- ·------

"' .. , 

. . 



lNJ"ORMATION 

n:Ci.J:T 
Moao.y, March n. 1961 -- 11:J5 aai. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

HerewttJa a report 011 poat-Tet 
morale. 

la ..-ral: 

peeple are ala.akea; 
-- they fear turther attack■ ; 
•• they are aot pro,;. Viet Coq: 
•• the Olltcome (••• laat 

sa11oa 21585 

WWR.oatow:rla 

para., P• 5) ••.-.. • oa 
the ree•tull•llmeat of 
1ecvltr Ult! allied 
laltlaUn. 

W. W. Jteatow 

SBCB:5"t-

qi 
-----

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 05£) / t:J-4, - 7 f, · /4,lsc P -lf/-j--(P 

By .JK lv,. . NARA, In~ .,2 3 -?.,l, 



SFCBEI 

Saturday, March 9, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM SAIGON (21585) 

SUBJECT: Provincial Popular Attitudes on Tet Attacks and Aftermath 

The Political Section and the Joint U.S. Public Affairs Office have 
prepared an assessment of provincial popular attitudes, as of early March, 
based upon all material available to the Mission. Reasonably comprehensive 
information is available on attitudes in urban areas, but there is only 
fragmentary data on the situation in rural areas. The next HES study will 
not be available until some time after March 20. The following is a shorter 
and updated version of a longer assessment of the same subject, which will 
be transmitted by pouch. 

The Tet offensive was a direct attack on the morale and confidence 
of the people of South Vietnam. Although far from achieving the success for 
which the enemy hoped, there is no question that it did have significant impact 
on the countryside as a whole, producing considerable fear of the power the 
Communists can bring to bear. This impact is likely to be felt for months. 
What may have been a minimum enemy objective of achieving and consolidating 
control in the countryside may have been achieved temporarily in many areas 
in the wake of the assaults on provincial and district towns. Communist armed 
and unarmed propaganda and food -- collecting teams are reportedly active 
in much of the countryside. Viet Cong control and influence in many villages 
and hamlets appears to be adequate to permit fairly large-scale recruiting 
and intensive propagandizing. 

The psychological impact was not all to the advantage of the enemy, 
however. The excellent overall military performance of ARVN {unfortunately 
offset in some localities by extensive looting) has on balance produced a new 
sense of pride and confidence in the Republic of Vietnam Arm.ed Forces. 
There is a degree of satisfaction in the population that their armed forces 
and the civilian administration, through their own efforts and backed by a 
heavy U.S. commitment, were able to throw back the heavy Communist 
assaults. The enemy was unable to mobilize the people for a general 
uprising, as he anticipated, though small groups here and there were 
mobilized for specific purposes, most notably in Hue. 

&-ECftE'¥ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authorirv.Jgux, /4 o/cq$7f By_ , N~ D.Atc 3 ·3~ 2..... 
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How long the impact of these various reactions to the offensive will 
last depends to a great extent on events in the months ahead. The people 
in the cities as well as in rural areas are apprehensive about the ability 
of the Government of Vietnam and its allies to provide security, an 
apprehension which will be allayed only with re-establishment of security 
in the countryside and reacquisition of the military initiative by the 
Government of Vietnam and free world military forces. 

A probable and quite natural outgrowth of these apprehensions will 
be an even greater reluctance on the part of individual Vietnamese to commit 
themselves explicitly to the Government of Vietnam. This tendency may slow 
nation-building and pacification programs and require more effort and time 
to stimulate the average citizen to action or commitment. 

There has been surprising credence paid to the rumors of Viet Cong/ 
U.S. collusion to force a coalition government on the Government of Vietnam. 
The fact that this rumor has been heard in all parts of the country suggests 
that this is a psychological vulnerability which Viet Cong propaganda is 
exploiting with success. Public statements by the Ambassador and repeated 
efforts by members of the Mission to lay this allegation to rest have had only 
limited success, although in areas where U.S. forces have been heavily 
engaged and where U.S. casualties have been seen, the rumor has died away 
quickly . 

Attitudes by Corps area follow: 

A. I Corps -- Attitudes in I Corps are dominated by the fact that 
the five provinces in the area are closest to the 17th parallel and are thus 
closest to the danger of being overrun by the North Vietnamese Army in the 
event ·of a Korean-style assault. Morale in I Corps has been fragile for the 
best part of a year, as a consequence of heavy Communist attacks on the 
Con Thien and Gio Linh positions, as well as the heavy buildup around Khe Sanh. 
Communist attack and occupation of parts of Hue for three weeks contributed 
to further loss of morale in the area as a whole. _Recent events have given 
new life to the rumor, first heard in the spring of 1967, that the -U..S . .. _~ou~d 
pressure the Government of Vietnam to abandon the two northern provinces 
of Quang Tri and Thua Thien to the Communists either to obtain peace or 
simply to improve the military situation. Communist assaults on Quang Tri, 
Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, and Quang Tin province capitals were quickly 
contained and thrown back, v.ith heavy enemy losses, but fear of renewed 
Communist assaults is still widespread among the population. Viet Cong/ 
North Vietnamese Army forces largely control western (mountainous) portions 
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of Quang Tri and Thua Thien, and Viet Cong propaganda cadre are active 
in lowland villages and hamlets . There was some response to the Viet Cong/ 
North Vietnamese Army attacks by oppositionist elements in Hue, who 
appear to have joined the Communist Emergency Administration of Thua 
Thien-Hue, but the population as a whole did not respond to the Viet Cong, 
despite a prolonged enemy presence in the city. 

B. II Corps - - Viet Cong/ North Vietnamese Army attacks on 
province and district capitals were generally thrown back in a few days, 
although in a subsequent attack on Phan Thiet (Binh Thuan province) 
Februar,y 18, the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army were able to hold 
part of the town for two days before being driven out. In the provinces where 
there was strong military and civilian leadership (e.g., Khanh Khoa and 
Kontum), morale has remained generally good, even though Kontum was the 
site of major fighting and is still menaced by the presence of Viet Cong/ 
North Vietnamese Army forces nearby. Morale elsewhere in II Corps 
is spotty and has been affected adversely in Phan Thiet and Tuy Hoa by looting 
by ARVN troops. Fighting lasted two weeks in Dalat largely because of a 
lack of combat troops and a confused command pciture, both of which depressed 
civilian morale. On the whole, simultaneous Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army 
attacks on nine of the 12 II Corps province capitals resulted in considerably 
increased fear of, though not allegiance to, the Viet Cong in the region. 
Here, , as .els~where, there was little evidence of popular response to the 
Communist call for a general -uprising, though in Ban Me Thout, for example, 

. the Viet Cong were able to .mobilize about two hundred Montagnard to 
march on the ·.:c-ity-~ ·ith:.,th~ in~tation to join in looting it after its anticipated 

·. capture by· the Viet Cong. 

Viet Cong propaganda activity in II Corps villages and hamlets appea.l.'S 
to be ·considerable, although effects are not yet noticeable.. Government of 
Vietnam military and civilian presence is slowly making itself felt once 
again outside the province and district capitals to which it had largely beeri · · 
·withdrawn ·during and immediately after the attacks. 

. . . 

C. III Corps - - Overriding concern in most of III Corps is 
apprehension concerning security. Tet attacks on province and district 
capitals were not on as large a scale as elsewhere, presumably beca"Q.se some 
Viet Cong/North V~etnamese Army strength was diverted from III Corps for 
attacks on Saigon. Some -villages and hamlets in the area were largely 
unaffected and untouched by events of the past month, and morale there is 
unchanged. Renewed apprehensions have resulted from the fact that seven 
of 11 province ·- capitals have been hit by mortars and rockets since the main 

SEGRE'I_ 
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thrust of the Tet offensive died away. Major Vi et Cong/North Vietnamese 
Army units are reportedly operating in the provinces surrounding Saigon, 
which has had a predictably depressing effect on morale in the areas 
involved. Such enemy strength also means more Viet Cong/North Vietnamese 
Army presence in populated rural areas of Gia Dinh, Binh Duong, Bien Hoa, 
Hau Nghia, and Long An provinces than has been the case for well over a 
year. While information on conditions in rural areas is sparse, indications 
of heavy propaganda and recruitment activity are widely reported. Impact 
on the people is hard to document, but in absence of effective Government 
of Vietnam counteraction, we must assume people will adjust to improved 
Viet Cong power positions and will see no alternative to providing food 
and recruits to· :the V~et Cong when demanded. Overt Viet Cong hamlet 
administr_ati~ms reported by the· district chief to have been established in 
five remote .. ar.e.as of .Binh .Long-province, although it does not appear that 
the Commu:nists ' have bee·n able to expand their control to this extent in other 
rural areas of III Corps. No signs of popular enthusiasm for Viet Cong in 
III Corps, and most members of Viet Cong Hamlet Councils in Binh Long 
c1:ppear to have been appointed to positions by Viet Cong hard core but did 

. not volunteer for these jobs. 

In several areas of III Corps the Communist propaganda cadre appear 
to be spreading the jingle, "Blood will flow in May, there will be peace in 
June." This may indicate an effort to provide the excuse of one more big 
effort and then peace will come, when the Viet Cong make heavy ·demands . 
for food and recruits, as they now are reportedly doing. We have no reports 
on popular reactions to these heavy demands, but cannot believe this will make 
the Viet Cong more -popular. 

In the strongly anti-Communist northern Catholic refugee villages 
near Vien Hoa city, people have formed self-defense organizations and are 
strongly committed to the Government of Vietnam. The Catholics here have 
recognized and accepted the necessity for damaging or destroying their homes 
in order to route the Viet Cong. There have been some encouraging indications 
of Cao Dai cooperation with the Government of Vietnam in Tay Ninh in driving 
Viet Cong out of villages and towns and in connection with recovery operations. 

D. IV Corps - - The public attitudes in IV Corps are a special case, · 
for _th~y are conditioned by perhaps the most prolonged exposure to more or 
less continuous Communist activity for the past 20 years. When the Communist 
insurgency was reactivated .in 1959, it moved out of Communist base areas 
in the U Minh area of Ca Mau Peninsula and the Plaine Des Jones, near the 

SECRET 
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Cambodian border, where the Communists have been in virtually full control 
since 1945. Government of Vietnam administrations in An Xuyen, Kien 
Tuong, Kien Phong, and parts of Kien Giang have largely been shells for 
years, while Viet Cong activity in Dinh Tuong, Go Cong, Kien Hoa, Chuong 
Thien, and Vinh Binh has been on a formidable scale since 1960. 

The Viet Cong assaults and the destruction and looting by ARYN that 
accompanied and followed them had a negative effect on civilian morale and 
attitudes. Fear of renewed assaults· continues to affect popular attitudes towards 
the Government of y :_etnam. There was and is popular resentment that the 
Viet Cong violated the Tet holidays, but Communist forces remain poised to 
strike many province and district capitals from positions located, in many 
cases, only a few kilometers from the centers of the towns. Our impression 
is that resentment against the Communists is not nearly as strong as 
prevailing fear of them and of what they may do in the next round of assaults. 
Behind the shield of Communist forces around the towns the Communist 
political cadre are reportedly actively working over the population in the 
rural areas, with indications of active recruitment of additional Viet Cong 
replacements and whole new units being formed ·or upgraded from local to 
main force level. The people mya not like the Communists, but what sparse 
indications we have suggest they are responding to the reality of Communist 
power in many areas. 

Nevertheless, in IV Corps, as elsewhere in the country, there is 
no enthusiasm for the Viet Cong and no general belief in Communist victory. 
The Tet offensive has .been a heavy blow to popular morale, but there has been 
considerable recovery since then, and there is a feeling of achievement in 
many areas that a major Communist assault has been thrown back. 

SECRET .. 



MA. PRESIDENT: 

y, March 11. 1968 
10:30 •• m. 

Coaare••maa Joha M.rphy tell• me Coacn••maa Podell, after 
c..r.rn-a with hi• dlatl'lct leader•. l• baclined aow to cha■ge hi• 
poatloa oa Vietnam and rua la hi.a Juae ·primary as a doYe. 

M,arphy ••Y• he la ,__, to Vletaarn alld woadera lf it mlpt aot ba 
pocl for Podall aleo top to Vletaam, retana1a1 via lal'ael. where 
be wOllld be coalroated by people who auppon OGr Vietnam podtlOL 

I •aid I wallld npon hla call to yov., but polated out it would be 
laapproprlate for me to offer political advice. 

Marplly aald he would ·remaia •te&dy aacl try to lead bia people 
on Vletaam. 

w. w. Rostow 



Mr. Preaideat: 

INFO.RMA TION 

l\ 
Woaday. March ~ 1968 
10:00 a. m. 

Ha'ft.111 renewed the ~ ud trade altuatioa 
tbl• monda1. my Jad1meat l• W•: lt la •• 
lmpGl"tallt to by to •qa&re Wllbar Mllla aa 
1Ucbard a.. .. 11 before movlaa on reaerve 
call-11p. etc. 

If Mill• la wlllla1 to •"J'POrt a tax lacnue. 
we can probably baadl• the ehock oi a defeaae 
bud,.t lacreaae. The tax lacrea■e laaa a dlspre­
penloaate .. ,chelopcal meal■1 abroad and 
la the capital aad moaey market■• 

Otlaerwl■e it may be Yery tCN1h oa the dollar. 

W. W. R.Ntow 

-



INJ"OltM.A TION 

MOlldaJ. March ll, 19'8 -- 9:45 a.m. 

Mr. Prealtleat: 

Kha Sau-DMZ: 

weather le•• 1..t; 

••my flre4 250 ro111M1•; 

-- 171 tea■ dellvend; 

-- 328 ■ortle■ p1 .. 36 B-52'•• 

•- oar a11pply ••• at C.. Viet, at -.ila■tera 
ead of DMZ bat q11lte ltadly lay llldly 
... my 1"9111Ml; 

-- majol' ■IICCe■dal farther All VM flre flaht 
at Does Ha. 102 eaemy kllle4, 7 capt,ancl. 

W. w. B.oatow 

81.C&ET 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority CJ5,4} ~ /Cl-/cF'-:?,g° 

WWRoatow:rln By~ NARA, Date 3-:f-<? ~ 
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Monday, March 11, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-six on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour petiod of March 10, 1968 . 

Low ceilings and drizzle prevailed at Khe Sanh through most 
of the reporting period., with a consequent decline in the number of air 
strikes flown. Light enemy anti-air incidents were recorded as only two 
aircraft were fired on with minor damage reported to one. Enemy activity 
was confined to incoming mortar., artillery and rocket rounds with 250 
rounds of mixed ordnance falling during the day. Two Marines were killed 
and 15 wounded, four of whom required medical evacuation. 

No significant ground contacts were reported. Enemy activities 
at other installations in northern Quang Tri paralleled activity at Khe Sanh. 
No ground contacts were reported by' Marine units. However, enemy 
shelling was damaging. The day's incoming included 10 rounds of artillery 
falling at A-3. Camp Carroll received 10 mortar rounds. No casualties 
or damage was reported in either instance. Several artillery rounds fell 
at positions occupied by the 4th Marines at C-3, with no damage or casualties 
reported. 

Beginning at 7:30 AM on March 10, the Dong Ha combat base 
received 70 rounds of rocket and 82 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery 
resulting in three killed and 14 wounded, with seven evacuees. At 9:00 AM, 
one incoming round landed at the landing ship tank ramp on the Cua Viet. 
The round struck a drum of fuel, spread into the fuel farm causing secondary 
fires. The fires subsequently set off several rounds of ammunition. Eighty- k 
five percent of the rampwas reported destroyed. Damages included destruction f 
of five trucks, several buildings, two fuel tanks, one artillery weapon, three 
communications vans, one crane, three fork lifts and a guard tower. The 
bladder farm was reported 33 percent destroyed. Initial casualties wer'e 
recorded as one killed and 28 wounded. 

DECT.ASSIFIED 
AuthoriryQ5:6l fa& 'p /Jf 
By~ . NARA, DareJ.~/ 4j-
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AR VN operations in northern Quang Tri Province 
included a large contact north of Dong Ha. In Operation Lamson 193, 
elements of the 2nd ARYN Regiment engaged a large size enemy force. 
Fighting continued throughout the day. Friendly casualty figures were 
recorded as three killed, 37 wounded. A total of 102 enemy were killed 
with 20 individual and five crew served weapons captured. Seven North 
Vietnamese Army prisoners were captured. 

Marine aircraft flew 80 tactical air sorties in support of 
Khe Sanh, the Air Force flew 141, and the Navy 107 for a total of 328 sorties. 
Bomb damage includes two trucks destroyed, 42 road cuts, 14 secondary 
explosions. 43 secondary fires, three bunkers and 140 meters of trench destroyed, 
13 enemy killed, seven gun positions destroyed, and 14 structures destroyed. 
There were six ARC LIGHT. strikes (36 sorties) scheduled into the Niagara area, 
however, four aircraft went to secondary targets due to targetting equipment 
and airer.aft malfunctions. Three strikes in the Niagara areawere 
classified as close-in ·targets, ranging from 1300 - 1800 meters from friendly 
forces. 

During the period, 178. 5 short tons of supplies were airlifted 
into Khe Sanh. In addition, 92 passengers were flown in. In all, a total of 
18 sorties were flown. Twelve C-130 1s conducted eleven air· drops. Five 
C-123 1s conducted three air drops and two landed at the field. · One helicopter 
landed at the field. 

For the next period, 307 tactical sorties are scheduled. 
Six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties.) are scheduled. 

The morning of March 10 at Khe Sanh was foggy with visibility 
as low as 1/8 mile at mid-morning. Low clouds remained through the 
afternoon. After dark, fog formed again restricting visibilities to 1/16 mile 
by the morning of March 11. The forecast is for continued cloudy weather, 
with fog during the morning hours and after 8:00 PM at night, lowering 
visibilities to 1/2 mile aiter midnight. 

SECRET 



THE NATtUNAl. MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
. WAtHINOTOH, o.c. WOI 

11 Nareh 1968 osoo nsr 

NBNORJ\NDUN POR TIID lfJII'tli HOUSS SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Sllpply Statua at Khe San1t a, of 8:00 PM DST 
10 Mar (9s00 AM 11· Mar. SVN timo) 

·t • . Tho Khe Sanb Dump and Ammunit.i.on Supply Point (ASP) 
statu$ a, of thtt abovo ti.Dlo la as Eo11ow$: 

- . . .. . PR.TIVlOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 9 ·Mat· BST 

ON HAND 
1 

(p: 00 AM 10 Mar SVN) 

CLASS r_,Ratl~nA) 
Meal, Combat, ln4lvidua1 · 
D RR.t.ions 

18 
g 

£ft.a~$ 1tI (Puel) 

Avlatlon Gas .(AVGAS) 
JP•4 Fuel (Jet Vuel) 
Notor Gasoline (NOGAS) · 
Diesel 

£ltaiS, )!. .(.A.~pl,llJ!\~ iOJl) 

a. Hlgh oxpl~slve 
60-mm .1no1·ta1· 4-3 
8l 11m1n 1no1·t.ar 20 
00-nun (1'anl<) 10 8 
4.2" mort•r 40 
10S-mm howitzor ZS 
15S•ium howlttor - 14 

b, At\tltank 

90.-nun H6AT 
66-mm rocket (LA\f) 
Antitank mine9 ·1t-1-1si · · 
Antitank minos M•lO 
~ntitank mines N•21 
106•mm HllAT 
106~M i-e~o111••· l'il1o cnnP-T) 
3. S" . rockt't· 
90•aiml AP-T 

SB6Rif'I' 

..... ... _____ .,..____________ . 

. ' .. -; .' 

17 day, 
8 day& 

3 days 
10,6 days 
7,1 days 
4,J days 

4Z days 
22 days 

108 days 
40 days 
24 days 
14 days 

BPMlfDS ON HAND 

1,2oz s,se1 
198 
668 

0 
812 

2,164 
Z,189 

329 

DECL.\SSIFIEO 

E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.3 

A Memo. Jan. 5. 1988 
By+ . i' 'ARA. Date J-:j' J -;v 

··-···,, ----··- -·--.. , 
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INFO.RMATION 

Monday, Marclt. 11, 1968 
1:20 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•Weat: 

Herewith polltlcal eomplalat 
&om Sen. HollalMI Yla Oeae lloatow. 

W. W. lloatow 

WWRoatow: r 1D 



Senator Holland's Discontented Mood 

When Gene Rostow met with Senator Holland Wednesday 
morning (March 6) to discuss a restrictive long staple cotton 
bill currently before the Senate Agriculture Committee, it 
soon became apparent that the Senator's interest in the meeting 
was in conveying to the President his deep sense of frustration 
over what he considers to be the. complete lack of "mutuality" 
in his relations with the White House. He finds that several 
other Members of_ the Connnittee share this feeling. 

9:,·1 .. ? 

He pointed out that the Budget Bureau people are quick to 
come to him for support for Administration measures and that 
he ,- has worked hard to support efforts to hold down the budget, 
even when it ·would clearly be detrimental to projects important 
to Flor-ida, and cited in particular his work on Resolution 888. 
He menti9~ed_ ·_al~~o. :his · s-upport of an income tax surcharge, re­
calling the strong position he took before a hundred or so of 
his Congressional colleagues at a White House meeting about a 
year and a half ago. On the other hand, he finds that he 
receives no consideration from the Budget people in return (he 
realizes that the President is not personally involved in all . 
of these decisions). He has been trying hard but in vain for 
years to replenish the capital of the Commodity Credit · 
Corporation, as the law requires. Similarly, the Administration 
has refused his requests to utilize the $300 million buffer 
fund voted by Congress to cushion adverse developments in 
agricultural areas. The Cross-State Barge Canal is one -of the 
most important economic projects in Florida. The BOB has cut 
the State request for $20 million to $4.6 million, greatly 
extending the. period before this important economic asset will 
be completed. He described his treatment as being "kicked in 
the pants'' . 

In the Civil Rights issues currently before the Senate, 
he sees no effort to work out a compromise, it is being "jannned 
down our throats". The White House must, he stated, be aware 
of the political realities in the State of Florida, but appears 
to ignore them. He described his personal situation as a loyal 
Democrat, with the extent of his commitment a private matter. 
He "could not support a man like Wallace" and he could not work 
with ''the other party" because that is not . the party which has 
done things for Florida. He concluded by observing that he 

_might -have inherited his loyalty to the Democratic Party, but 
it is a position which he holds today because of deep conviction. 



M:EMORANDUM 

Mr. President 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINCTOIC 

Sunday, March 10, 1968 
8:00 PM 

As you were informed this morning Site 85 was under enemy pressure. 
We have been informed tonight by Ambassador Sullivan that he has 
ordered the evacuation of the 18 Americans because the operations at the 
Site is impossible. 

The Site is under heavy mortar and small arms £ire, and the 
communication unit is reported as being on fire. Steps are being taken 
to destroy all the remaining equipment prior to evacuation. 

Site 85 has long been a thorn in the side of the Communists because 
it provides an advanced staging base for friendly guerrilla operations 
and contains communications and navigation equipment that supports 
U.S. air operations over North Vietnam. 

I will report tomorrow the alternative arrangements for filling 
the functions which were ~arried out at Site 85. 

WWRostow 



INFORMATION 

SIIIMlay, March. 10, 1968 -- ll:20 a. m. 

Mr. Pre■Weat: 

Herewltb. my J•pneat oa teday'• New York Time• artlcle on troepa. 

1. The material• were malaly 1atllered from .,_.,an-level offlclale 
la both State UICI Dete ... , w1lo oppose the .... 1111 et more tr-.p• to Vletaam. 

z. TlleN official• elther made a.alla't.le, n_., or •wmmarlHCI •­
probuly tbe latter -- from oaa of tb.e worklq paper• pnpar9' for tile 
Clifford Connr\ttee. w.lalch made the ara-neat acalaet more treepe. 

J. I flacl ao nWeace tbat afflclal• wllo worked. 4llrectly on tbe Cllfford 
Committee •peke to the writer• of the utlcle; &Del ■ome bMllcatloa that they 
dld ao&. I Hl&N tu utlcle aa the product of daaaer..- laaa1,ordlaatlea 
which can oaly IN met by an early declaloa lty the Prealdeat aad a ftall accoaat 
of where we •ta.ad la the wlater- aprla1 ... my otfeul.-. and what we latead to 

••• 
lac:W.atally, my lmpre••loa of tile We■tmorelaad coeat.rofl'aa■lYe, 

••■crl"-'f la a 4lapatc.ll, Mardi J, to CieMr&l Wlaeeler, l• that lt la ICNIII 
qute well la I c.p. and arolllld Den• .. ~ Tllaat Ila■ t&kea hold la the Delta. 
He deaenea all the aapport we can 11-N him. lam Corp• we haYe not ,et 
.... , .. tu cll•l•lea• aear Sataoa; 1tut I pnaame thl■ la lmmlnewt. 

WWlloatow:rla 
W. W. llo•tow 

DECLASSIFIED 
e.o. 12358, Sec. 3.3 

GJ/~~ Memo, Jan. 5, 19~ 1/<4 , 
By7r""T,NARA.Dme .l?Rs, {!f° 

CONftDl:MTl:AL 



DECL.As.slFIED Af7.5 7-rf-77 
Authority Juµµ,¥!=/C -;;?1-1,( ',,f.J.Je,, ~-~~-

INFORMATION 

.-$EGRET 
B ~ • N~ Dace .;1, -~--r 2.--

Satuday, Marcil 9, 1968 -- 4:45 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESmENT: 

SUBJECT: The Oo:W laaue 

Walter Heller 1a1te UM a naadown oa laat alpt'• me•Uaa of the DWoa 
Committee. (Sec. Fowi.r•• M-rinry ~ommlttee, cwl•tlac el: DUloa. 
a ... a, Heller• Kermit Gordoa, Dayld Rockefeller, Edward Bttraateia. 
Fraaer Wllu, Andre w.a.,.r, &ad Bator.) Tlaey met lafannallJ la New Yerk 
to 10 over the optl•• oa 1•W aacl tile NJ.a.ace of payment• a.a will npert to 
Sec. Fowler. 

Their coaclul•• wen: 

1. The tax bill u a muat. Tiley qned on a ■tr-. ,-bllc atatemeDt 
(attadaed) wlllch tlley •111 rel•••• next -..k after 101.Ds OYer lt wltla Fowler. 

2. Tay are -..aalmouly oppoaed to aa lacnue ID the price el plcl 
•• a ..._, of deallq wlth the preHat crl•l•. 

J. Moat woald prefer to keep the pnMat 1eW pool arraaaemaat 101a& 
bat tlaey do aot believe lt wW be poaalltle to -1otlate with tile Eu-opeua tile 
arr-1emaau •c••••ry (apeclftcallJ', tile &old certlflcate propoeal) to tara 
the market a.roud and restore calm. 

•• They, therefen, helleve we will a&Ye to cloM the plcl .,..i operatloa 
aad let the market price I•• TlleJ' belleYe It l• e•Matlal wade tbl• la 
cooperatloa wlth our 1olcl pool partaer• &ad preferuly at tbelr n41•n. 

s. TIiey were aomewilat msy oa partle111&r p1aaa for 1ettlq --plcl 
pool JJMm.bera to cooperate Uld •••••t we perhaJM caa 1Ue the IMF for thl• 
pupoae. T.laey balle'ff we wlll ban to act wlthla 30 daya and mut Jaave a 
clear 1clea of where we want to 10 &JIiii bow we plaa t• 1et there. 

C.ODWat: A• YfM1 c&D •••• tile•• vie•• an aot ••ry dlfferallt from our 
own. AJ ter tlaa meetlac of the Ceatral Banker• la Baael thl• WNk eSld, we 
will ha•• a better Wea of what the Ew.ropeau are wUUaa to do, what the 
proapecu are el keeplna the 1old market open aad t11llet. aacl wllat would be 
tile moat erderlJ way of b,-IIJiin1 abcNt . ch•-• Demlq retaraa toalllat. 
a.ad Btll Martla OD MOJMlay • 

.Fowt.r l■ worldaa to 1et the 101d cover blll on tu fioor of the Seaate OD 

T•H&y. Pa•A1• of the bill •hoald help qlllet thlaa• dowa. 

w. w. R.oatow 
EFrlecl:rln -SEOR5T 



'. ... , .... ~ -- . - --·· -- - J, f, I ',1 - -4 

o,,:.z ' ·· 
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ADVIS()r.! -C~iNITTZZ ro . Tri:: . u. ,5. T~.S'u:..Y ~.~ I::t"ZP.­
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prompt enac~t or tae tempo~r.r te:i ~ar ce:--.t. S'.:.:-cha!'ie on i:.co:f-

just re&tfim&d to t4e Secr\l-:&ry of t.:.e TreaS'.l:""J'. 

T'.ae tax surch&.rge has been :publicly deba.te6..for t:ora t.h£.n a 

.:.~, and tb.ua to maintein and improve this cou:it..71 s co::petitive 

peri'crtl8%lca in the .-orld econo~. 

Cuts in Federal a.1)8Zlditures c~t allbstitute for 't:lc o:li:.C~.e-.-;. 
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INJ"ORMA TION 

Satvclay, March 9, 1968 
4:00 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith a. rather 11nfal. 
Sta.ta •vmmary of alteraatm Vletum 
pellcle•. 

w. w. aoatew 

WWRoatow:rla 



IN HPLY UFII TO, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW L:::::,-­
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Alternative Viet-Nam Pol~cies by Key 
US Public Figures and Organizations 

The attached material was developed as a result 
of a request by the President to the Secretary at last 
week's Tuesday lunch. We have added the "GOP Proposal' 
submitted last July by Congressman Bradford Morse and 
the Bingham group proposal of March 4. For obvious reasons 
we dropped Governor Romney from the list. 

We have tried to exclude purely critical material 
and include only affirmative suggestions for changes of 
existing practice o·r policy. We have limited the material 
to the most recent statements available. 

Enclosure: 

As Stated 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

.......,...,., l -



ALT~~~ATIVE VN PO~ICIES BY KZY US PUBLIC FIGURES A.."W 
ORG.: ... ~IZATIONS 

Senator Fulbright 
Senator Hatfield 
Senator Javits 
Senator Edward M. Ken:,.~dy 
Senator Robert F. Ken~edy 
Senator ~.o;:-se 
Sanator Percy 
General Gavin 
Natio~al Council pf Churches 
Luce Publications 
Newsweek 
New York Times 
GOP Proposal (Congressc.an 

Bradford Morse) 
18 Democratic Members of the 
House (Congressman Bingham) 

1-2 
3 
4-7 
8, 
9-14 
15-16 
17 · 
18-19 
20-21 
22-24 
25 
26-27 

28-30 
31-32 



U~CLASSIFIED 

SENATOR J. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT 

GVN-NLF N~?. otiations 

"~he South Vietnamese government should seek peace 
negotiations with the National Liberation Front." 

Negotiate for a cease-fire 

"At the same time as the Saigon government makes 
direct overtures to the National Liberation Front 
the United States and South Vietnam together should 
propose negotiations for a cease-fire among military 
representatives of four separate negotiating parties: 
the United States and South Vietnam, North Vietnam 
and the National Liberation Front." 

Stop bombing, reducescale of military operations 

"The United States should terminate its bombing of 
North Vietnam, add no additional forces in South 
Vietnam, and reduce the scale of military operations 
to the maximum extent consistent with the security 
of American forces while peace initiatives are under 
way. 11 

Eventual withdrawal of U.S. forces 

"The United States should pledge the eventual removal 
of American military forces from Vietnam." 

Negotiate for self-determination in South Viet-Nam 

"Negotiations among the four principal belligerents-­
the United States and South Vietnam, North Vietnam and 
the National Liberation Front--should be directed toward 
a cease-fire and plans for self-determination in 
South Vietnam." 

International conference after cease-fire 

"After the principal belligerents have agreed on a 
,. ·cease.-fire and pl.ans for self-determination in South . . . '\ 

Vietnam, an international conference of all interested 
state_$ · shoµl _~. l>~ -convened to guarantee the arrangements 

.made by .the· be-i°li.ger~nts and to plan a future referendum 
on .the reunification of North Vietnam and South Vietnam." 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 2. 

Neutra lization of area 

":n addition to guaranteeing arrangements for self­
determination in South Vietnam and planning a referendum 
on th2 reunification of North and South Vietnam, the 
international conference should neutralize South Vietnam 
and undertake to negotiate a multilateral agreement for 
the general neutralization of Southeast Asia." 

Enclaves as last resort 

"If for any reason an agreement ending the Vietnamese 
war cannot be reached, the United States should consolidate 
its forces in highly fortified defensible areas in 
South Vietnam and keep them there indefinitely." 

(Eight-point program as outlined 
in The Abuse of Power, 1966) 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLAS SIFIED 

SENATOR MARKO. HATFIELD 

Negotiate Directly with NLF 

On September 22, 1967, Senator Hatfield said the U.S. 
should negotiate directly with the National Liberation 
Front in an effort to end the war. He said that the Com­
munist-dominated Front was "from the beginning our chief 
enemy in Viet-nam ••• Therefore to negotiate with the repre­
sentatives of your enemy seems only logical, if you really 
want peace." 

"De-Amer.:canize" the War 

While not advocating a U.S. withdrawal from Viet-Nam, 
Hatfield has urged (April 10, 1967) that the U.S. should 
t~ll the South Vietnamese: 

''We'll help train, we'll help equip, we'll help 
supply, but on a careful, scheduled basis you begin 
to substitute your manpower for our manpower and 
we'll thereby de-Americanize a military action." 

3 

Seek Congressional Participation Prior to Expanding Ground War 

On February 28 Senator Hatfield submitted Senate Concurrent 
Resolution 63 declaring it to be the sense of Congress that 
the President should seek congressional participation before 
extending the ground war beyond South Viet-Nam. The resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 4 

SENATOR JAVITS 

Defend Enclaves 

On Feb 13, 1966, Sen. Javits proposed that the United 
States adopt a military policy of defending important enclaves 
"contai ning 70 to 80% of the population" of South Vietnam 
(including the Mekong Delta, Saigon, and coastal sections). 
(NYT, Feb 14, 1966) 

Recognize NLF as a Party to Negotiations 

On Feb 13, 1966, he called for the US to recognize the 
NLF as a party to any peace negotiations that might be held. 
(NYT, Feb 14, 1966) 

Submic Issue to UN 

On October 26, 1967, while placing into the Congressional 
ecord the Policy Statement and List of Members of the Citizens 

Committee for Peace with Freedom in Viet-Nam (the Douglas 
Committe~), he said: I hope we will submit this issue to the 
UN. 

Stimulate International Diplomatic Action 

In debate on the floor on October 12, 1967, he said: 
" •••• the way in which a settlement might be attained is by 
international diplomatic action. In my judgment, _a realistic 
appraisal of the dynamics required for achieving a settlement 
by these means gives no cause for optimism at this time. 

Despite extensive international concern over the potential 
dangers to world peace inherent in the Vietnam conflic~, .dip­
lomacy thus far has not been able to get negotiations start"ed, 
nor to suggest the outlines of a compromise settlement upon 
which the two sides might agree. The United States is willing 
to negotiate. We have even made some adjustments in our 
position to accommodate international concerns. 

But Hanoi remains adamantly opposed to negotiations on 
any basis other than what would be an implicit prior acceptance 
of Hanoi's terms for a settlement -- U.S. withdrawal and South 
Vietna!llese capitulation." 



UNCLASSIFIED 

Cease Bombing When Appropria te 

On October 26, 1967, he said "I hope we will implement 
an unconditioned cessation of bombing when there is a proper 
diplomati c framework for it .•. which will bring about peace 
negotiations." 

Require the Vietnamese to Help Themselves 

On October 26, 1967, he said "Beyond everything else, 
and beyond che fact that we must condition our continuing 

5 

in Vietnam on what the Vietnamese do for themselves, we must 
not take over this war and make it our war as if Vietnam were 
a colony." 

Limit Our Commitment 

On October 12, 1967, he said: "We have demonstrated our 
good faith that we would fight for an ally which was remotely 
willing to fight for itself. Now the question is: Shall the 
commitment be unlimited?" 

Gain Control of Our Policy 

On October 12, 1967, he said: " ..• we need also a funda­
mental policy which is in our power to shape and which gives 
us the full range of options to which we, as the major power 
.engaged in the war are entitled." 

Avoid a Dec l aration of War 

On October 26, 196 7-, he said: "I thoroughly disagree 
with any suggestion of a declaration of war. I h9pe we do 
not do it. It would guarantee an escalation of the situati·on 
to a realm far beyond where it is -- or is otherwise likely 
to go." 

Renew President's Mandate 

On October 12, 1967, he said: " ••• this policy must, in 
my judge~ent, be supported by a new resolution of the Congress 
to suoersede the now obsolete Gulf of Tonkin Resolution .•• ! 
would- renew the President's mandate, so that he would be -
acting with authority •.• ! assume that the grant of authority 
would not be quite as broad and unlimited as that which we 
gave in 1964, but would, nonetheless, be adequate to maintain 
operations. I think we owe this to the President." 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 6 

Define Our Objectives 

On October 12, 1967, he said: "A definitive resolution 
of this character, delimiting policy, would be extremely 
important to the whole world, to define our objective for 
che world, in answer to the question: Why are we there?" 

Do Not Disengage 

On October 12, 1967, he said: " ••• disengagement and 
w· thdrawal .•• we cannot and should not contemplate now." 

Concinue Useful Bombing 

On October 12, 1967, he said: " ••• in my judgement, 
we snould continue for the present those aspects of the 
bombing program which are clearly contributory to the safety 
and success of our combat forces in South Vietnam -- which 
mear.s the access routes to South Vietnam." 

Avoid Excessive Bombing 

On October 12, 1967, he said: " ••• it seems to me that 
there is a dangerously high element of distorted reasoning 
in t he arguments of the military proponents of an accelerated 
bombing program ••• ! question whether it is really germane 
to the guerilla war in tbe south that our planes be able to 
roam at will and bomb with impunity over the length and 
breadtb of North Vietnam..11 

WIN - Demonstrate Political, Economic, and Social as well as 
Military Progress 

On Octoher 12, 1967, he suggested one way to achieve -
a settlement in Vietnam was "to demonstrate to the Communist~ 
on the ground in South Vietnam that the tide of the struggle 
has shifted decisively _against them. This requires demon­
strable progress in the political social, as well as in the 
military field. We have been trying to do this since -1954 •• ~­
By all indications, Hanoi and the Vietcong remain convinced 
that they will win the struggle in Vietnam -- and win on their 
own terms. Until the ·enemy is shaken from this conviction ••• 
it is wishful thinking to expect that the Communists will 
agree to a settlement which meets our minimum objectives." 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

An Option Out 

On Oc -cober 12, 1967, he said: "·· .we must find a way 
to restore to ourselves the option which no general and no 
country could do without -- a way to get out. 11 

Avoid An Elected Communist Government 

Also on October 12, 1967, he said: "Secretary Rusk 
has repeatedly said that the United States would accept the 
resuits if the Communists won control of South Vietnam 
through free elections ••• I shall fight with all of the 
energy I have against any Communist success, including 
electoral success ••• Is there any reason to assume that an 
elected Communist government in South Vietnam would be less 
of a threat to its neighbors and to our security interests 
than a Communist government which gained power by other 
means? I think an elected Communist government would be 
just as dangerous to our interest and their neighbors ••• " 

UNCLASSIFIED 

7 



UNCLASSIFIED 8 

SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY 

Adopt a more defensive military posture 

"We should begin immediately to moderate significantly 
our military activities in South Vietnam to levels more 
tolerable to all and more commensurate with our limited 
aims. Our overriding goal as should be to maximize the 
safety and security of the Vietnamese people and our own 
soldiers, rather than to search out the enemy in his ter­
ritory and on his terms .••. The adoption of more defensive 
military pcsture, one designed to protect and hold areas 
of heavy population rather than to seek out the enemy, has, 
I found, some support among our military leaders in Vietnam. 

Greater use of influence over GVN 

"For too long we have tolerated not only government 
corruption but government indifference to the people. We 
have refused to confront Saigon with the same determined 
fury we have unleashed on Hanoi. But they too must face 
the hard demands · of war -- and those demands should be 
placed befora them by U.S. in clear and concrete terms. 

"I would urge a confrontation between our Government 
and the Government of South Vietnam on the entire question 
of corruption, inefficiency, waste of American resources, 
and the futur e of 11The other war." They should be told 
in terms tha t will leave no doubt that if they find it 
impossible to attract the people of Vietnam to their own 

• constitutional government, the American people will rightfully 
demand serious afterations in the nature of the United .States' 
involvement. 

"We can have an enormous influence over the Government 
of South Vietnam if only we choose to use it. They know that 
if we were not there they would collapse. We came to their 
aid because their people were in danger of a Communist 
takeover. But today many of cheir officials believe that, 
because of our fear of China and of our deep concern about 
Communist advances in Southeast Asia, we are tied to Vietnam 
irrevocably. As a result, I believe they feel they can 
act as they wish towards the war and towards their own 
people, confident we will fill the gaps they will leave. 

"They must be disabused of the belief that American men 
and American money are a fixture in Vietnam." · (From address 
before World Affairs Council, Boston, January 25, 1968) 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY 

9 

Senator Kennedy's affirmative suggestions about the war in 
Viet-Nam can be abstracted from his article in~ (November 
28, 1967). 

•~here are three possible routes before us: the 
pursuit of military viccory, a negotiated settle­
ment, or withdrawal." 

1 ... Withdrawal is now impossible. American intervention has 
created its own reality." 

a. "If the domino theory is an unsatisfactory metaphor, 
still it contains a grain of truth. A great power does 
not cease to be that because it suffers a defeat peri­
pheral to its central interests." With a "defeat or 
precioitous withdrawal ••• we would not suddenly collapse; 
Communist fleets would not appear in the harbor of 
Honolulu and San Francisco Bay. But there would be 
serious· effects: increased Communist influence--at least-­
especially in Southeast Asia itself." 

b. "Beyond Asia, in other nations that have ordered their 
security in relation to American commitments, a sudden 
unilateral withdrawal would raise doubts about the re­
liability of the United States." 

2. ''We are now steadily widening the war in order, we are told, 
to increase the costs to Hanoi. Yet let us not omit our own 
cos:s from the war's account." 

a. """'he mounting devastation of South Viet-Nam is more and 
more eroding the fabric of thac society, making its ul­
timate reconstruction more remote and difficult. Yet 
lasting peace depends upon the strength of the nation we 
leave behind. 11 

b. "The war has also made far more difficult the hopeful 
pursuit of fresh understanding and diminishing tension 
between the two great nuclear powers: the United 
States and the Soviet Union." 

c. "The war has estranged and alienated us from our closest 
friends in the Western .Alliance." 
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d. " •.• the longer the conflict goes on, the more 
likely we are to'prove' that we will not oppose 
/j,ars ef national liberatio.!!7' in tI-e future. 
Certainly the sight of the world's most powerful 
nation so frustrated by one of the weakest nations 
must hearten believers in revolutionary war and 
the efficacy of Communist tactics." 

3. "The third alternative is a negotiated settlement 
as we have known for more than two years, the only 
satisfactory solution to the war. This course is our 
stated Government policy. This is the course that 
I favor. Only negotiations could allow us to end the 
fighting without precipitate withdrawal, .to avoid the 
progressive destruction and weakening of South Viet-Nam, 
and end the drain on our own energies and resources, 
without great damage to our position in Asia and the 
world. 

"The alternatives to negotiation are so unacceptable 
that I continue to believe the effort should and must 
be made. Ultimately, no other solution is possible. 
Despite the killing and the destruction, we are in 
no better position now than we were· a year ago -- and 
we will not be in any better position a year from now. 
I continue to believe that we should go to negot.iations 
in an effort to reach a peaceful and honorable settle­
ment. Perhaps we cannot: but we shall never know 
until we try. 

a. "A negotiated settlement must be less than a 
victory for either side. Both sides must come to 
any discussion with at least one basic condition, 
one point they will not yield. For us, it must · 
be that we will not abandon South Vietnam to 
forcible take-over by a minority. For our adver­
saries, it must be that they will not accept a 
settlement that leaves in the South a hostile 
government, dedicated to the final physical 
destruction of all Communist elements, refusing 
any economic cooperation with the North, dependent 
upon the continued presence of American military 
power. 

"For either side to yield its minimum conditions 
would be in fact to surrender. If we intend to 
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deny these conditions to our adversaries, then we 
must defeat them completely. This we should clearly 
understand -- and understand as well the full 
costs of this course, costs out of all proportion 
to any benefits we might attain. For wise policy 
is a setting of priorities -- differentiating 
between that which is merely important and that 
which is truly essential. And it would be both 
callous and self-indulgent for those of us who 
sit comfortably at home to form policy without 
full, conscious knowledge of the cost to others, 
young men and women and children, whose lives 
turn on the abstractions of our discussion." 

b. "One argument has been that the United States 
could not be absolutely certain that Hanoi and 
Moscow would negotiate if the bombing were stopped. 
Hanoi's statements, it has been said, conflict 
with one another, and some could be read as calling 
for a guarantee that the bombing would be permanently 
halted even before negotiations began. Exam~nation 
of the public statements of Hanoi and Moscow in 
January and after, however, clearly indicates a 
major shift away from the North Vietnamese bargaining 
position since 1966, showing a firm intention to 
come to the conference table once the bombing of 
North Vietnam was suspended. In any case, the 
varying interpretations of the Connnunist statements 
need not have been serious obstacles to agreement." 

c. Bombing cessation: further argument "has been that 
the bombing is necessary to secure our objectives 
in the South. We began the bombing, as President 
Johnson told us at Johns Hopkins, for three pur­
poses: 'to increase the confidence of the brave 
people of South Vietnam ... to convince the leaders 
of North Vietnam ••. ,lthay we will not be defeated,' 
and to reduce the flow of men and supplies from 
the North. But the first two purposes have already 
been fulfilled by the huge resources and American 
lives committed to South Vietnam since the bombing 
began. As to the third purpose, 'to slow down 
aggression,' the Secretary of Defense testified 
in early 1967 that although the bombing of North 
Vietnam has other values that he supports, 'I 
don't believe the bombing up to the present has 
significantly reduced, nor any bombing that I 
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would contemplate in the future would significantly 
reduce, the actual flow of men and materials to 
the South.' 

d. "Stopping the bombing, however, is not peace. 
Rather, it would be only one part of a coordinated 
plan for negotiations and settlement. The next 
seep in such a plan would be to ensure that 
negotiations would not be used asa device for 
either side to change the military balance ••.. 
Immediately after a halt in the bombing, and with 
or without specific agreement from the North 
Vietnamese, international teams under the United 
Nations or a strengthened International Control 
CommisS"ion, or .even some other international group 
established especially for this .purpose, should 
be asked to provide detached and objective tnfor-
ma tion to tre world about any large buildup of 
troops or supplies by either side during the peace 
talks. · Then if the failure of negotiations, coupled 
with the actions of our adversary, made it necessary 
for us to re-examine our position, we would act 
with far clearer international understanding of 
our motives and necessities." 

e. " ..• once at the conference table, our problem would 
in a sense be more difficult. Negotiations are n_ot 
the end of the road but only a bridge to the future 
of South Viet-Nam .••• A military victory is not in 
sight for anyone. Any settlement must therefore 
-be a compromise that, however imperfect, would 
protect the self-determination of the Vietnamese 
people." 

"The first step would be for the South 
Vietnamese Government~ as well as other 
political elements not represented in it, 
to begin its own discussions with the ·NLF. 
I£ the· people of South •Viet-nam are to 
settle their own future, they must at 
least begin to talk to each other." 

"I have always felt that the United States 
must also be ready to talk directly to 
all parties -- not only with Hanoi but 
directly with the NLF in the South." 
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"A lasci~et tlement of the war requires 
that free elect i ons open to all would 
ultimately be held and that those who won 
them would take office. Confidence will 
depend on the structure ofgovernment 
between the end of hostilities and e l ections 
perhaps a prolonged period. The Communists 
would fear a take-over by the military, 
just as we might fear a Communist coup. 
Thus, during the interim period between 
the end of hostilities and elections, 
it will be necessary to establish a ruling 
structure in which both sides haye 
confidence." 

More recently, the Senator in a less thoughtful 
presentation -- suggested there are many illusions which ml!ll 
be discarded in light of the Tet offensive. Speaking in Chicago 
on February 8: 

"These are some of the illusias which must be discarded 
if the events of last week are to prove not simply a 
tragedy, but a lesson: a lesson which carries with it 
some basic truths. 
'~irst, that a total military victory is not within 
sight or around the corner; that, in fact, it is 
probably beyond our grasp; and that the effort ' to win 
such a victory will only result in the further slaughter 
of thousands of innocent and helpless people -- a 
slaughter which will forever rest on our national 
conscience. 
"Second, that the pursuit of such a victory is not 
necessary to our na t.ional interest and is even damaging 
that interest. 
"Third, that the progress we have claimed toward in­
creasing our control over the country and the security 
of the population is largely illusory. 
"Fourth, that the central battle in this war cannot 
be measured byoo'dy counts or bomb damage, but by 
the extent to which the people of South Vietnam act 
on a sense of common purpose and hope with those that 
govern them. 
"Fifth, that the current regime in Saigon is unwilling 
or incapable of being an effective ally in the war 
against the Communists. 
"Sixth, that a political compromise is not just the 
best path to peace, but the only path, and we must show 
as much willingness to risk some of our prestige for 
peace as to risk the lives of young men in war. 
"Seventh that the escalation policy in Viet-Nam, far 
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from strengthening and consolidating. international 
resistance to aggression, is injuring our country ·through 
the world, reducing the faith of other peoples in our 
wisdom and purpose and weakening the world's resolve 
to stand together for freedom and peace. 
"Eighth,that the best way to save our most prescious 
stake in Vietnam -- the lives of our soldiers -- is 
to stop the enlargement of the war, and trat the best 
way to end casualties is to end the war. 
"Ninth, that our nation must be told the truth about 
this war, in all its terrible reality, both because 
it is right -- and because only in this way can any 
administration rally the public confidence and unity 
for the , shadowed · days which 1 ie ahead." 
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SENATOR MORSE 

Require the UN To Take Action 

In extended discussion on May 15, 1967 following Senator 

Mansfield's presentation in the Senate, Senator Morse stressed 

time and again his conviction the United Nations should be made 

to act on Viet-Nam: 

" ••. my consistent plans for the last 3 or more years 
that the administration should insist that the United 
Nations should take jurisdiction over the threat to 
the peace of the world which has developed in South­
east Asia." 

* * * * * 
"There are some spokesmen for the administration who 
frequently say, or have said in the past that we have 
filed a resolution. Filing a resolution does not 
fulfill our commitment as a signatory to the charter. 
We filed a resolution but it was not in a form that 
required Security Council action. It was not in a 
form that required any action either by way of 
approval or veto by the Security Council. In effect 
it was an invitation on the part of the United States 
to have the Southeast Asian war discussed by the 
Security Council. 

"We . should have filed a resolution calling upon the 
Security Council to take jurisdiction over the war. 
Then we should have insisted upon our right to have 
the resolution considered by the Security Council. 
Please note my use of the word 'right'. We have a 
right to have the Security Council vote for or veto 
our request that the United Nations enforce a peace 
in Vietnam." 

Seek International Negotiation 

He also supports other international negotiation: 
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"The only hope for real peace in Vietnam is to 
have other nations take over the negotiating. 
The United States would be a party to it, but 
would not be in control. That is why I believe 
that· if we would try to have the Security Council · 
of the United Nations -- I hope in conjunction 
with an expanded Geneva Conference -- take over 
the settlement of the war in Vietnam, a settle­
ment might be reached that both ·sides in the war 
could live with. 

****** 
"It is not too late to try to reestablish the 
Geneva Conference and expand its membership. To 
our everlasting credit, although it took us a 
long time to come to this point, we now support 
reconvening the Geneva Conference." 
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SENATOR CHARLES H. PERCY 

All-Asian Conference 

In an address at the California Institute of Technology 
on May 2, 1967, Senator Percy said that an All-Asian 
Peace Conference was 11the only hope for a negotiated 
se t t l ement." But, he added, he could not foresee the 
North Vietnamese agreeing to negotiate directly with 
the U. S. 

Li mit Bombing 

On NBC-TV on January 7, 1968, Percy said he did not 
favor a halt in the bombing, but that it should be limited 
as a · bargaining tool. 

"I ~on 1 t see why we should not bomb and concentrate 
heavily, our bombing on infiltration and supply routes. 
There is no reason why we should let war materials go 
through to kill American boys and the Vietnamese. But 
I do feel that there are certain things we can do. 
For instance, if the present feelers for negotiations 
are sincere, we should test chem. We could, for in­
stance -- the President could declare that we will not 
bomb population ce~ters now and then wait to see 
whether they give any significant . response to that. 
If they do not, then we can take another step of 
de-escalation, but we have to test their sincerity 
before we give up very much." 

The Senator was asked whether he felt the Administra­
tion's reaction to the Trinh statement was "sufficient in 
the eyes of the world to suggest that we really do want to 
stop the war and that we are not seeking a total military 
victory there." The Senator replied: "I think they have 
to be realistic, but I think we should now offer some 
symbol and this is why I suggest the President declare as 
an evidence of our good faith, we will stop bombing popula­
tion centers." 

Participation of Viet Cong in Negot i ations 

"I have long felt that it has been unreal is tic for 
Saigon -- and therefore ou~selves -- to propose negotia­
tions with Hanoi without inviting the Viet Cong to fully 
participate, ·if we truly hope to see negotiations come 
about in the foreseeable future." 
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GENERAL JAMES M. GAVIN 

Enclave theorv 

''I believe that the enclave strategy is even more 
valid today than it was in 1965. Combined with a 
halt in the bombing of North Vietnam, it would 
cons titute a vital first step in our de-escalation 
of che war. 

'I reasoned that a primary tactical problem, once a 
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war occurs, is to keep it limited. This is particularly 
true ·of a war in which we should not have become involved, 
and in which U.S. interes ~s are, at best, marginal. 
Therefore I sought a way to halt the buildup, hold what 
we had, and open negotiations for peace. 

"By the fall of 1965 the United States had built up 
enclaves--vast logistical facilities at Camranh Bay, 
Danang, Saigon and other places. If we concentrated 
in the se centers, we could immediately stop the ever­
increasing inflow of U.S. troops and probably reduce 
the nureber of men involved. At the same time, we could 
encourage the development of democracy in the large 
areas dominated by these enclaves, and could help the 
South Vietnamese bring their own troops to a high standard 
of combat performance. 

"While doing this, we could search for a diplomatic 
solution of the war, using our hold on the btg enclaves 
as a decisive counter in the bargaining." 

Neutralization (Tito analogy) 

''A Vie t namese solution, based on a "free, neutral and 
i ndependent" nation--on the pattern of Laos--should be 
a cceptable in Vietnam. Such a government, without ties 
to China, the Soviet Union or the West, would be in 
the best interests of Vietnamese and Americans. I do_·. 
not believe that Ho Chi Minh ever wanted to be a puppet 
or satellite of China, or Russia. The information we 
have indicates he is a patriot, an intense nationalist, 
albeit a Communist--a Tito." 

Special Presidential appointee 

"The President should appoint, with the advice of the 
Senate, a special cabinet- l eve l official of great 
stature to negotiate with the &LF and Hanoi. The sole 
~esponsibility of this officia l should be termination 
of the war. He should be served by his own staff, free 
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from bureaucratic interference and the burden of past 
positions. With a reasoned military strategy and the 
full energies of our Government devoted to diplomacy, 
I am convinced that the Viet Cong and the North 
Vietnamese will negotiate." 

Bombing ce s sation 

"All bombing of North Vietnam should be stopped, not 
just because the Communists want it stopped, but 
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because strategic bombing of the North is counter­
productive. In a bombing termination, strategy and 
morality coincide. It should be undertaken immediately." 
(From the Saturday Evening Post, February 4, 1968) 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

: n a major statement of policy on February 21, 1968, 
the National Council of Churches set forth several "impera­
tives", two of which related to Viet-Nam: 

Stop the bombing of North Viet-Nam as a prelude to 
seeking a negotiated peace. 

- Avoid orovocative military actions against 
mainland China in the knowledge that it has legitimate 
interest in Asia. 

In an earlier Resolution (September 15, 1967), the 
Council stressed three points: 

- GVN should take peace initiatives directly with NLF. 

Stop the bombing of North Viet-Nam. 

- Request the U.N. (or other international body) 
to take up the question of Viet-Nam. 

From the Resolution: 

''We believe ..• that the following steps should be taken: 

(a) "We ask that the U.S. make clear to the 
newly elected government in Saigon the nec­
essity of large-scale, convincing efforts to 
establish social justice in South Viet-Nam, 
and the necessity of prompt efforts to secure 
a tust peaceful settlement with the National 
Li eration Front. It is essential, in our 
view, that the U.S. declare that the Government 
of Viet-Nam should take its initiatives and 
make its own decisions to secure an early, 
peaceful settlement of the future of Viet-Nam. 
We urge that the U.S. pledge its support of 
all such efforts. In the absence of such efforts, 
we urge the U.S. Government to re-examine· 
its commitments in Viet-Nam. 
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(b) "As the General Assembly of the U.N. is about 
to convene, we ask that there be a shift 
in U.S. policy at two points. The first is 
to stop the bombing of North Viet-Nam for an 
unspecified period of time. The second is, 
simultaneously with the first, to request the 
U.N. (perferably the General Assembly) or 
other international agency to take up the 
question: What steps should be taken and 
procedures adopted to secure a peaceful settle­
ment in Viet-Nam? The newly introduced Senate 
resolution concerning reference of the Viet-
Nam issue to the U.N. deserves popular support." 
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Recognize Viet Cong/NLF 

Time assumes the war will end through negotiations 
and compromise give-and-take. To this end the U.S •. 
must be prepared to deal with the Viet-Cong/NLF 
realistically. 

(a) Time thinks the VC "might be recognized as 
a political party, and it is not entirely out 
of the question that they might be permitted 
to administer the hamlets that they now con­
trol, which, by the government's probably 
optimistic estimate, contain only 17% of the 
population. In return for this, notes Time, 
the VC would have to lay down their arms and 
the North Vietnamese troops would have to 
leave the country. To guarantee this, U.S. 
presence would be required "for at least 
severa~ years." 
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(b) Time thinks the U.S. should "encourage apoeals 
to the regional patriotism of the VC" with the 
aim of getting them "to negotiate a separate 
peace." It is Time's view that the VC fear 
bei~ swallowed up by North Viet-Nam and for 
this reason place less emphasis on reunification 
than do the North Vietnamese. Thus the issue 
of reunification is "becoming less emotional 
and more negotiable than before." 

Accept a Compromise 

"By keeping up the military pressure during the nego­
tiations, the U.S. could probably help speed them. Together 
with its allies, the U.S. might reasonably negotiate for a 
series of compromises: a cease-fire policed by a greatly 
expanded International Control Commission; a withdrawal of 
North Vietnamese troops in return for the recognition of 
the Viet Cong as a political party; the guarantee of South 
Viet Nam as an independent country for five or more years, 
·during which time the U.S. would be permitted to keep troops 
in the country -- much fewer than at present, but still a 
substantial force." 
(Abs.::racted from ''What Negotiations in Viet-Nam Might Mean~' 
December 22, 1967) 
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LIFE 

Bombing Paus e or Limitation 
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Life advocates a limiting of the bombing of North 
Vietnam to the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos and the southern 
provinces of North Vietnam wi th "no publicly announced 
'conditions' that carry the whiff of an ultimatum." But 
this should not be a commitmen t to stop the bombing indefin­
itely. In taking this diplomatic and political initiative, 
the u.s. · ·admlnistration would have clearly in mind the kind 
of North Vietnamese response we would consider constructive, 
and how long we were willing to wait for it." 

Life advocates this limitation for two reasons: 

"There is a remote possibility that a pause now could 
be the first step toward an acceptable diplomatic 
settlement of the war. 

There is a strong probability that a bombing 
pause would improve the posture of the U.S. in 
Vietnam, in the eyes of many other nations and 
indeed of many Americans, and thus ultimately 
impr ove our chances of achieving our purposes in 
Vietnam." (From''The Case for Bombing Pause 
Number 7," October 20, 1967) 

Life a dvocates "a change in our bombing pattern, 
to reduce attacks on North Viet-Nam and to concentrate 
on targets nearer the fighting front." 

Further, "above all, calling off bombing in the northern 
area would carry an important political message for 
Hanoi, for the Russians, for the U.N. and other 
interested critics. We would remind them of what we 
really object to: not North Vietnam's existence as a 
country but its aggression against the South." (From 
"Re-examining the Conduct of the War", January 5, 1968) 

Greater Reliance on ARVN 

Life urges: 

"A greater emphasis than is now evident on the build­
up, retraining, and rearming of South Vietnamese 
forces -- the popular and regional militia as well 
as the ARVN." (From "Re-examining the Conduct of 
the War", ibid) 
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Bring Viet Cong into Political Life of South 

Life continues to elaborate on its "southern strategy", 
involving gradual deescalation of the war in North Vietnam 
and intensifying 11 the attack on the VC guerrillas in the 
South and their ·'shadow government' . " But•~ southern 
strategy that aims at a decent peace, and a viable South 
Vietnam, must also find ways to neutralize and absorb the 
bulk of the VC as individuals and in groups. It must show 
them some advantage in stacking their arms and taking their 
chances on a share in the South's political future." As 
a possible solution Life suggests: 

"The wise way to admit the Vietcong into political life 
is.!!£!. by coalition from above but from below, hamlet 
by hamlet. There could well be negotiations for 
cease-fires at zone or regimental levels between 
Saigon's representatives and those of the NLF; ....• 
But the general result should be to give Saigon's 
police and other representatives access tD areas 
they cannot now enter, and to give the VC activists 
an honest political future with the right to vote, 
hold local office and run for parliament." (From 
"How the Fighting Might End, January 12, 1968) 

Greater Emphasis on Non-Military War 

Life thinks U.S. strategy has placed too much emphasis 
on the military to the detriment of the political and social. 
The U.S. has proved it can beat the enemy's main-force 
un~ts; it is now time to place greater emphasis on clear­
and hold operations with U.S. forces taking 11a larger share 
in the ARVN's assignment to hunt local guerrillas and 
provide the shield for village security." Search-and-destroy 
missions should only receive secondary priority. 

:.. ife advocates: 

"A switch of emphasis from the hunting and grinding 
down of enemy big-force units to the uprooting of the 
VC uerrillas and infrastructure inside South Vietnam. 

From Re-examining the Conduct of the War, ibid. 
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NEWSWEEK 

Newsweek doesn't have an editorial page but until 
recently it did have a critical Vietnam correspondent in 
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the person of Everett G. Martin, -- Saigon's Bureau Chief. 
The following is from a Martin article appearing in Newsweek 
September 25, 1967, called "Vietnam: Last Chance?" 

Martin contends the U.S. hasn't made much progress in 
Vietnam because of Vietnamese obstructionism and advocates 
a.long with less emphasis on bombing North Vietnam and 
stemming infiltration "a radical change in the relation­
ship of the U.S. with the Saigon leadership." The U.S. 
ought to apply much 2reater pressure on the GVN and forget 
about the delicacies of preserving South Vietnamese sover­
eignty. This pressure ought to result in full mobilization, 
an integration of ARVN with U.S. forces and creation of ..a 
joint command, the diversion of ARVN strength to ''rooting 
out the guerrilla infrastructure, and the U.S. right 
"to insist on the removal of incompetent or corrupt Vietnamese 
officials and to review any new appointments." 
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NEW YORK TIMES 
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In ~ts most recent editorial on Vietnam, March 4, 1968, 
the N~w York Times followed ics usual practice and reporting 
what it bel ieved to be the three alternatives now being con­
sid red by the Administration -- "employing 'whatever power 
resources are necessary to prevail," "patching up present 
~trategy," and "a third possibl e stracegy ••• currently repre­
sente·d by t e Pentago.n' s 'anti-Khe Sanh school'" -- seemed 
to throw its support to the last of these: 

••~_1p!l b1a,:k f-rrr.. ~ "J ~,.:--f!,.:r-~. \..r. 11.i:1 P'~r:.!.e ~;~ 
/·.'!.- -::. · can mi_icary proc~c cic,!l of che country' & 

popuiated areas. There would be less emphasis 
on search-and-destroy missions and more on clear­
and-hold operations designed to speed pacification. 

"This strategy, some military planners believe, 
would cu~ the recent United States casualty rate 
in half yet permit more progress in pacification, 
an o~jective that has far more to do with succ-ess 
in Vietnam than casualties inflicted on Communist 
troops. 

"One drawback in this strategy, its advocates say, 
is that it probably would rule out a "clear-cut 
military victory." But has such a "victory" ever 
been in the cards? Has not the central confusion 
in Washington's thinking about Vietnam been precisely 
the assumption, at every sign of progress, that a 
military victory could be achieved and might even 
be in the offing. 

"The true allied capability one that has existed 
from- the beginning of American intervention -- is 
that of denying victory to the Communists. Stalemate 
is the military reality in Vietnam. And stalemate 
requires ultimate acceptance of political compromise, 
since there is no other realistic alternative for 
either side. 

'~That the Administration needs to do first in its 
current review is to clarify its own political 
ends. The question of reinforcements, whether in 
small or large numbers, will look totally different 
~f their purpose is to help achieve a settlement rather 
than to pursue the will-o-the-wisp of victory." 
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Two days earlier, on March 2, in an editorial entitled 
"New Look at Vietnam Needed," the New York Times similarly 
avoided substantive suggestions of its own and came up with 
the following: 

With regard to sending more troops: " ••• at every 
stage of the Vietnam conflict the enemy's capability 
has been underestimated ... every upward spin on the 
escalation spiral has s i mply restored the military 
stal emate at a higher level of forces, firepower, 
and casualties. The Communists have covered every 
American bet. Won't they do so again?" 

With regard to a continuance of present approaches: 
"

1More of the same ·1 in terms of method is unlikely 
to bring anything other in results than more of 
the same. But there can be no change in strategy 
unless there is a change in the assessment of the 
problem. 

"Secretary Rusk rejects Senator Fulbright's proposal 
for a full-scale Congressional investigation of 
Vietnam before further escalation. But the Admini­
stration owes it to itself as well as the country 
to bring fresh minds to bear upon the problem. 

"The ·time -clearly has come for the President to 
appoint a prestigious task force of distinguished 
citizens, -men- ·relatively free from involvement in 
recent Vietnam debates, to assess the facts and 
help him redesign the countrv's answer to its 
Vietnam dilemma. He need not even reach outside 
the circle of present and recent public servants to 
find a man of character to head such a survey. Men 
like John McCloy, Douglas Dillon, Gen. Lauris Norstad, 
Averell Harriman or David Bruce come to mind; but there 
are many others whose tested judgment would both aid 
the Administration and be accepted by the country as 
:.mpartial, balanced and wise. The man-made dfsa·ster 
in Vietnam cries out for new and independent evaluation." 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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REPUBLICAN CONGRESSMEN 

(Congressmen F. Bradford Morse, R-Mass; John R. Dellenback, R-Ore; 
Marvin L. Esch, R-Mich; Frank J. Hortona R-NY; Charles McC. Mathias,­
Jr., R-Md; Charles A. Mosher, R-Ohio; Richard S. Schweiker, R-Pa; 
and Robert T. Stafford~ R-Vt) 

On July 10, 1967, the above group of Republican Congressmen 
issued a "Proposal for Staged De-Escalation in Vietnam." 

The proposal discussed the Nature of L~mited War setting forth 
these "truths": 

"First, a limited war with limited objectives 
cannot be ended and cannot remain limited if one 
side insists on the unconditional surrender of the 
other." 

"Second, the end of a limited war requires that 
the combatants that meet at the peace table appea~ 
to be equals." 

"Third," negotiations to end a limited war are 
unlikely without an advanced degree of mutual confi­
dence in the word of the combatants." 

''Fourth, it is not possible for one side to 
fight a limited war and the other a total war." 

In the context of these "truths", the proposal said: 

Communist Options 

"Among the options still available for Communist 
escalation in the Vietnamese conflict are: the use 
of terrorist bombings against Saigon and the civilian 
populations of other South Vietnamese cities; the in­
filtration in massive numbers of the very large North 
Vietnamese standing Army; the use of Communist volun­
teers in massive numbers from other Communist countries; 
the opening of a second diversionary military action in 
Korea to sap Western strength; etc." 

Unlimited Land War in Asia not in US Interest 

" ••• it is not in the United States' interest to 
become engaged in an unlimited land war on the Asian 
co~tinent. Escalation which would change the psycholo-
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gical atmosphere of the Vietnam war from emphasis 
on restrain to emphasis on power would be likely 
to result in such an unlimited land war." 

Sudden Bombing Halt Not Useful 

29 

" ••• a sudden and complete halt to the bombing ••• 
would also be unlikely to achieve the desired results 
Lbringing the North Vietnamese to the negotiating 
table/" 

What Kind of Policy Qualifies? 

"Significant military escalation, sudden and 
compl ete cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam, 
and a rigid devotion to the status quo all fail to 
meet the limited . war criteria of a promising policy 
.to bring about honorable negotiations to end the 
war i n Vietnam." 

"To qualify such a policy must meet the following 
criteria: 

It must not risk expansion of the limited war to 
total war. 

It must not risk significant erosion of the current 
military advantage of t he United States in Vietnam. 

It mµst induce a growing atmosphere of mutual con-
fidence. 

It must permit each side to claim the initiative. 

It must not require either side 'to lose face.' 

It must be susceptible to presentation, verification, 
and implementation through the private channels of diplomacy." 

Staged De-escalation 

"Such a potential policy does exist .•• "staged de-escalation." 

"In five ••. successive steps the United States would gradually 
cease bombing of North Vietnam. Each step after the first would 
be· dependent upon a similar de-escalation bt Hanoi • . If no such 
step were taken _in the first 60 days, the pan would end." 
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" ... wi ll it work? No one can answer that. All that 
can be said for it is that it seems to offer mo~e promise 
t har. the stand-pat policy of the Administration or the 
alternatives suggested by either set of its major critics." 

" •.. t h e best chance for peace lies not in giant power 
or in giant concessions. It lies in small steps, taken 
quietly - steps that make t h e position of each side credible 
to che other. This is now the task of responsible diplomacy 
in Vietnam;" 

UNCLASS IFIED 
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JOI NT STATEMENT 
of Eighteen Members of the House of 

Representatives 

31 

(Congressmen Jonathan B. Bingham . .2. D-NY; John A. Blatnik, D-Minn; 
Edward P. Boland ; D-Mass; Leonard Farbstein, D-NY; Donald M. 
Fraser, D-Minn; Floyd V. Hicks, D-Wash; Andrew Jacobs, Jr., 
D-Ind; Joseph E. Karth, D-Minn; Robert W Kastenmeier, D-Wisc; 
Robert l. Leggett, D-Cal; John E. Moss, D-Cal; Thomas P. O'Neill, 
Jr., D-Mass; Richard L. Ottinger, D-NY; Thomas M. ~, D-Ca~; 
Henry S. Reuss, D-Wisc; James H. Scheuer, D-NY; Herbert Tenzer, 
D-NY; and Sidney R. Yates, D-Ill) 

Deeply Di sturbed, Convinced Conflict Cannot Be Ended by Military 
Means - But Opposed to· Unilateral Withdrawal or Any Action 
Inconsistent With US National Interests 

· "The undersigned are deeply disturbed ••• convinced that 
the conflict cannot be ended iu the near future by 
militay means. At the same time, we oppose unilateral 

· u ithdrawal or any action inconsistent with U.S. national 
interests." 

Agreed More Imaginative and Intensive Efforts Toward Negotiation 
Should be Made Now 

" ••• the passage of time, with steadily mounting casualties 
011 bo.th sides, will only make less likely a solution by 
negotiated settlement." 

Our Objective is Self Determination for the South Vietnamese, 
But What Kind of Honorable and Just Settlement Would We Accept? 

"We believe a 12,ng ,2.tep forward would be taken if.the 
US were to ••• Lm.ake/ explicit the kind of honorable 
and just settlement we would accept consistent with 
our aims." 

"In Our View These Basic Principles For a Peaceful Settlement 
in Vietnam Would Include the Following:" 

1) " ••• free and fair elections in which all parties 
would be free to participate." 

2) "For a period preceding .•• elections, a general cease­
fire, supervised by an appropriate international body, 
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banning military operations and terrorist acts~•· 
mutually acceptable interim governmental arrangements 
(in areas previously controlled by both Saigon and the 
VC) II 

3) "Overall superv1.s1.on of •.• electio...!12, •.• by a mutually 
acceptable body ••• of an international character •.• " or 
" •.• a Vietnamese Joint Commission or a combination of 
the two." " ••• elections ••• free from any external inter­
ference or internal terrorism." 

4) " .•. to comply with the foregoing, the 1967 Constitution 
would have to be modified, or perhaps replaced, pursuant 
to agreed procedures." 

5) After elections, "all foreign troops would be gradually 
withdrawn from South Vietnam on a mutually agreed and 
phased basis which would assure no possible advantage to 
one side over the other." 

6) "International guarantees and arrangements should be 
provided to assure that the results of the elections not 
be overturne-d · by- renewed outside interference or by a 
coup of the right or the left." 

7) " ••• future relations between North and South Vietnam, 
including the possibility of reunification, would be left 
for future discussion and negotiation, primarily between ••• 
North Vietnam and the new government of South Vietnam." 

Mutually Acceptable Interim Governmental Arxangements Pose 
Most Difficult Prob1P.m 

"One approach to the problem might be through a form of 
international trusteeship, comparable to the United 
Nations administration of West New Guinea~ •• after the 
Dutch and before the Indonesians. 

"Another Exceedingly Difficult Problem would be to Devise the 
Nature of the International Guarantees to Prevent Frustration 
of the Will of the Electorate by Violence" 

"But these are all matters that could be worked out at 
the negotiating table, if the parties concerned ••• had 
agreed on the basic principles we have set forth." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS r-1I NGTO 

March 9, 1968 

Mr. President: 

I have had the opportunity to read Walt Rostow's memorandum to you of 
¥iarch 6 and Cabot Lodge's of ¥.arch 5 conveying treir thoughts on the 1rF-..r. 
These papers plus the Post editorial of March 6 and the recurrent Senata 
debates have stimulated the following discussion of possible changes~~ the 
tactics and strategy of the Viet-Nam war. 

The attitude which one adopts toward the Vietnamese war results 1~~6aly 
from the choice one makes of the facts and purported facts drawn fror.i the 
vast amount of available infonnation (and misinformation) contained ~n 
official and media ~--eports. This exercise of selectivity in choosing what 
to believe contributes to the wide fluctuation in points of view which we 
encounter in most discussions of Viet-N~"Tl. However, at the present moment 
as we try to sort out the facts and consequerces of the Tet offer~ive, there 
see."Tls to be a polarization of views about two opposing positior.s; one (View 
A) that the enemy lost and that we should press forward to exploit that loss, 
the other (View B) that the enemy won and that we should hedge our losses and 
seek merely to stalemate the military situation with the resources presently 
committed. 

View A 

The Tet offensive -was a surprise to us in tenns of magnitude, concurrence 
of attacks and precise timing, and scored important psychological advanvages 
for the enemy. However, it was a risky course of action forced on the enemy ' 
by the success of our strategy in 1966 and 1967, which thus far has bee~ a 
net loss to the enemy. This conclusion arises from a consideration o~ the 
heavy losses which the enemy has sustained in the attacks, the presen~ exposed 
position of many Viet Cong units in areas remote from their relatively sectL.---e 
bases, the alienation of the urban population as a consequence of the da'll8.ge 
caused in the cities, and the disillusioment of the enemy troops arisi!lg 
from disappointed hopes of popular uprisings and decisive victories. 1-lhile 
the GVN and RVNAF have suffered heavy blows, nor.e has been Il!Ortal and, al­
though there are uncertainties as to the exact condition of ARVN, the Regional 
and Popular Forces and the pacific-tion program, the situation appears to 
offer great opportunities if it can be eA-ploited promptly. 

C. 
This spectacular effort on the part of the enemy may be a last clima tic 

att~"Tlpt to create conditions favorable to negotiations or may be merely a peak 
in intensity of effort which can be repeated although probably at a lower level 
and without the benefit of the surprise which the Tet attack enjoyed. In 
either case, the enemy seems to have abandoned the strategy of a prolonged 
conflict and to be willing to play for high stakes in a comparatively short 
period of time. 
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Thus, we should view the year, 1968, as possibly a year of decision and 
act in consistence with this assumption. The military crisis may come in 
the spring or later in the year and we should prepare for either contingency. 
For the moment, we should rush reinforcements to General Westmoreland as 
rapidly and in such numbers as our depleted resources will pennit and, at the 
sa.'lle time, leave no stone unturned in energizing the GVN and ARVN to greater 
efforts. Concurrently, w need to rebuild our Strategic Reserve at home to 
be ready for the next phase in Viet-Nam.and elsewhere. 

With a battle joined which may be decisive, it is no time to consider 
.f'undamental alterations of strategy or to be diverted by doubts about the 
future. General Westmoreland should be encouraged to husband his resources, 
develop reserves and pass to the offensive as soon as possible. There should 
be no thought of diminishing the bombing of the North--indeed, now may be the 
time to decide to mine Haiphong. By the end of year, v:ie should know better 
the nature of our residual problem in Viet-Nam and can then adjust our conduct 
accordingly but, for the present, the battle is the thing. 

View B 

According to View B, the Tet offensive must be rated a r~t success which 
demonstrated unsuspected resources and capabilities on the part of the Viet 
Cong, shattered the illusion of urban security and undermined popular con­
fidence in the GVN. 

Although the attacking forces suffered heavy losses (though probably not 
as many as reported by u.s. officials), the attackers dealt a shattering blow 
to ARVN, driving most of its units into the tot-ms where they remain, reluctant 
to return to their posts in the countryside. It will take months to restore 

Mthe combat effectiveness of ARVN to its pre-Tet condition if, indeed, such 
restoration is possible. The GVN, while performing reasonably ~~11 under 
fire, is now moving apathetically to repair the damage created by the enemy 
attacks and it is doubtful whetre r it could survive another round of heavy 
attacks. Thieu and Ky are more at odds than ever and there is a real pos­
sibility of an anti-Thieu coup or an unconstitutional seizure of emergency 
powers by the military junta. 

With the withdrawal of ARVN to the cities, the countryside has been 
left exposed to the Viet Cong recruiters and propagandists. Pacification ha.s 
been set back to a degree as yet unmeasured, but certainly very substantial. 

Under the circumstances, it is becaning apparent that even a large re­
inforcement in u.s. troops can not guarantee a favorable military outcome 
since any reinforcene nt by our side can be readily offset by additional enemy 
infiltration fran the north where large resources of military manpower remain 
untouched. Furthermore, any large U.S. augmentation will result in a further 
Americanization of the war and will encourage the South Vietnamese to sit 
back and let the Americans carry even mer~ of the burden. 
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Under the circumstances, with no prospect of a quick military victory, 
the commitment of additional forces by the u.s. would be a waste of resources 
badly needed elsewhere to sustain our world-wide posture. If we keep adding 
forces, conceivably we could "win" in Viet-Nam and lose the home-front and the 
rest of the world. 

The conclusion to be drawn fran the situation is that we should give 
serious consideration to a new strategy ·in South Viet-Nam based upon a 
leveling off of the U.S. strength and the establishment of a military 
equilibrium behind a defensive front protecting the larg~st possible ar.iount 
of friendly population. This equilibrium (or stalemate) would be maintained, 
if necessary, for several years, during which time the GVN and ARVN would, 
we hope, pull themselves together and develop a capability to stand alone. 
Thus, our decision should be to cease reinforcing and to prepare for a pro­
longed, low cost, limited war mile the V:ietnamese develop the necessary 
s~rength to end the conflict arxl to sustain a viable government in the post­
war period. 

As you might expect, I hold more to View A than to View B but I must 
admit that the returns are not all in and we can not be entirely sure of the 
outcome of the Tet offensive. Indeed, that offensive appears far fran over 
and General Westmoreland is likely to have scme anxious days before the military 
situation stabilizes. But, in the short run, even if View Bis closer to re­
ality than View A, "tJe still need to reinforce Westy as rapidly as possible with 
mat we presently have available and to create further reserves at home for 
future contingencies. 

Le!'t unanswered is the primary concern of holders of View B that Viet-
Nam is a sponge with an inexhaustible capacity for absorbing u.s. resources and, 
hence, at some point we must call a halt. There is no positive ans~"er to this 
fear which is a real one, other than to point to a few countervailing con­
siderations. 

a. North Viet-Nam has many constraints on increases o! its military 
s~rength In the south such as finite quantities of trained leadership, dif­
ficulties in local recruiting in the south, the manpower requirements in the 
north resulting from our bombing campaign, and concern over denuding the home­
land of co:nbat-ready units. 

b. Logistical factors place some limit (though hard to define) on 
the numbers of troops and/or the tempo of operations which Hanoi can sustain 
in South Viet-Nam. The current rate of consumption of munitions must put 
considerable strain on their logistics system as evidenced by the recent 
ef~ort -~o run munitions boats by sea through the }IA.."tUffiT TIME barrier. 
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c. This is the fourteenth year of war for North Viet-Na~ just as 
it is_ for-South Viet-Nam and it is hard to believe that Hanoi is enjoying 
the ·conflict or can hold out indefinitely as the pessimists believe. You 
will recall that Giap in a recent interview with a Hungarian visitor allegedly 
described his forces at Dien Bien ?hu as being on the verge of complete ex­
haustion. They have experienced a lot of fighting since that t:une and it is 
now 1968. 

These considerations encourage the belief that an end--or at least tte 
start of negotiations--rr.ay not be far off and we should place ourselves in the 
best possible position in anticipation of such a development. It is not a 
time seriously to consider fundamental changes of strategy although we should 
always be thinking hard about the alternatives of the futu~ In this con­
nection, ho-wever, I would have real doubt of the feasibility of any strat-egy 
which depends for its success upon the willingness of the American people to 
wage a prolonged, limited war of stalemate. That was a critical weakness of 
General Gavin•s · "enclave strategy" and it applies equally to the new strategy 
of View B. 



lNFOllMA TION 

Sannay, March 9, 19'8 -- 2:40 p. m. 

Mr. Pre•lcleat: 

Then two Haaltl-.e Freach report• 
•wu•at Haaol may l,e nc .. laa from lt• Tet 
offenal.e ajectlYe of a. -. Natloaal Lllleratloa 
FJ'Olll demlaatecl coalltlaa IOYeftlmeat to 
•ametlalaa a!aert of t11at -- i.at la tb.e aame 
dbectloa. 

Notlalq aollcl -- me:relJ •traw• la eat 
ma, or may aet M the wlad. · · 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J t/6-252-

By Cd,- , NARA Date Nj-9'7 
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Hietll&T{MAlUA ONE 

Parl1 11280, Marca 8, 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 'i 1,, - ;>5I 

By ~ , NARA Date g-11/·1ff 

L I waa •hewn larletl,- telepam date4 March 1 from O.lrlelle la Haaol 
reportbla tbat he hacl recel,,_ new bullcatleaa of North Vletaam••• 
latentloe te ewppon ••taltlleluneat prmaloaal 10Nrmneat lD South. nret 
ladlcatl .. came .from Dlrector ol Elll'Opeaa Affair• la Haaol and ••c .... 
tilrow,11 laterBWNlluy, frean Front rept"eNatatln la Phaom Penh. Latter 
aaW that la cealltl- 1tmtnmeat formed la South, Froat woald e11pput bat 
aot laaut OA partlclpatlq. 

z. Oalrlalle touad furtJaer coafbmatlell la attack• la Nonb Vt.tum••• pr••• a1alaat Pepa1ar Froid for Natlcmal Sat.ty nceatl,- formed la Saq•, 
wlllcb Hanoi reaan• a■ attempt to foreatall f•nnatloa of provl•loaal 1cwera­
ma11L 

s. Comme.-.t: I aote •lmllarlty of wbat Q\llrlelle report• &boat Natlcmal 
Llberatl• Fre11t attlnde oa formation of coalltloa sonrameat la South and 
wbat Dr. a ..... 1. Pre aw.at ol Commalat-froat J"raaco-VletaameN 
M .. lcal Aa•ocl&ttoa. told u oa nm.a nJ»ject. Both claim. that Natloaal 
Llberatln Froat la not laalatlq on partlclpatUII bl flature IOftnu&eat 1n 
South Vletaa.Jn. wblell appear■ to be lat.at llae 11..-.. out by Natleaal 
LllNtratloa From NpreHataUea la Phaom Pea 

(al .... ) Wallaer 

• • • • • • • 
Extract &om Parla 11281, March 8, 1968 

Pollah Aml>aa, .. or told Olllrlaaawlll (Fnacll Amltaaaacter to Japaa) 
tllat the Poll•il ChweraDMat waa coaYlaced that 111 •tew of moecl of North 
Vletaam••• ,..,.rlll'DliM, there waa ao place for any a..nna41uy la 
coafllct: certalal,- no Soclallat coaatry, aot eYea USSR, caa p1lt preaawre 
oa North Vletaun te ae1otlate wltao,at lacvrlq immediate •••-clatloa 
1tJ Pektna. North Vlataam' • lacl'ea•t.aa ·•pe•uc• oa 40, 000 Cid.MM 
teckalclaa■ &Dd -lae•rlaa tr--,. a.ad aapplJ •ltua.tlon ~rbqeueld. tbl• 
atate of affair■• (Poll■h Depuy Clllef af Ml■alon, Parla, la pecWllq aame 
11.ae. ) Pole coacl.Sed lay oplalq that Haaol bad l>Na •1aappolntN l,y Tet 
oflea•l••: tbelr oltjectlYe had been eetahllahment of prOYlaloaal 1..-.rameat 
but till• clearly ao 1-•r poaalble after ncaptue of. Hue. Pole •aW hl• 
1ovenmeat felt tllat Amerlcaa• -...14 re-1rowp aad relnforce aad that war 
would dn., on utll after U. s. Ncwember electloaa. 

<•~) Wallner 

"'SECU:i 



Saturday, .March 9, 1968 -/ ·~-01'111 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Pre1ident: 

Secretary Ru1k baa approved our invitin1 NATO to hold 
it■ Twentieth Annlver■ary meetin1 in Wa■hia,ton in April 
1969, ■ubject to your approval. It ia not our turn to ho■t 
next year' 1 meetiq, but having the Twentieth Amdver■ary 

meetina in Wa1hin,ton would demonatrate the continuin1 
commitment of the United States to NA TO and the principle 
of collective security. 

The meeting would be attended by the Foreign and Defense 
Mini1ters of the fifteen NA TO countrie1. 

U you approve holding the meetiD& in Washin1ton, State 
will prepare recommendations concerain1 possible Preeidential 
participation in the public ceremony. 

W. W. Roatow 

Approve ---
Di■approve ---
Call me 

/Jj_1,;} 
MWG:mm 
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Satl&rd&y, .March 9, 1968 - I ~../.J~m 

'.MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Meetia1 with Lord Loui■ Mountbatten Monday, 
March 11 at 12:00 p. m. 

Lord Mountbatten b traveHn.1 in the U.S. Wider the au■pice■ 
of Variety Club•, International, on a ■pedal fund rai■ia1 campai1n 
for children'• ho■pital■ • You last met him in May 1965. 

Mountbatten retired in 1965 and ha• not made any recent public 
statement• on curreat world affair ■• 

Hi■ advice is probably still hi&hly valued by the Wilson Govera ... 
ment. 

He ha■ had a loa1 a■■ociation with Southea■t A ■ia and would 
probably be intereated in your view■ on Vietaam. 

You may wi•h to aak him for hi■ view• on Britain's current 
def en■e policy. 

A bio1raphtc sketch h attached. 

• • 
Lord Mountbatten will be accom.paaied by Briti■h Amba■■ador 

Sir Patrick Dean. 1 will be ■tandtn1 by with Ed Fried. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

MWG:mm 



Lord Lo.la MO\lfttbatten 

Earl Mowatbatten waa born In 1900. He ia a 1raad•oa of Queen 
Victoria and wacl• of Prince Pldlip. 

He be1aa bta Naval career ta 1913. ID World War II he wa• 
appohated Stapr•111• Allie41 Commander la Southeaat A•ta. He wa• 
made Viceroy of India ia 1947 alld pre•t•ed over Iadta'• traa1ition 
from coloay to indepeadent atate. 

la 1941 Mountbatten became Commander la Chief, NATO Force• 
la the Medlt••ra.neaa. He wa1 made Ftr1t Sea Lord and Chief of 
the Naval Staff in 1955 and Chief of the Def•••• Staff la 1959. 

Moutnttea retired bl 1965. He retain• cloee cOJ1Dectiona with 
the Labor Government. He baa traveled widely in recent year• 
iacludlas vbit• to the Far Eaat. 

Ia 1966 be received the William J. DoDOYan medal iD. recopai­
tion of hi• ••~c•• to u. S. intelli1ace luria& World War ll. 

Mountbatten'• wife, Cowate•• Mo\mt'ltatt••• died la 1960. He 
ha• two clauaht•r• and nine 1raadcbildren. 

MWG:mm 



lNFOllMA TION 

15etl:ZT 

Sat.nay, Marcia•• 1968 -- 1:20 p.m.. 

Her•wlth Bacbereperta ta&t 
lan&aa: 

• • ncelYed a ■uoq .. ,atln 
&em the UAll: 

•- UAR m&J take l••• back to 
Senrttr cnacu, 

-- Juraa, l• ffl'J •1ac8U'&IH 
and tln4 .. 

w. w. ao■tcnr 

-51Beil£T 

DECLASS~fiED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J C/lcr 252 -

NARA Date ,(-(-91 
By CJr _, -

WWRo■tow:rln 



uepartment of Sta,,e 

-SECRET 
RR RUEHC 
DE RUEHDf 4~81 0690355 
ZNY SSSSS 
R 0902502 MAR 68 
FM USMISSION USUN NY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 63~ 
STATE GRNC 
BT 

.--e !. C R !! -f USUN 4081 

NODIS 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST 

CONTROL : 2337Q 
RECEIVED: March 8, 1968 

11:OSP.M. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Se • 3.6, 
NL.J 'i -ols I 

By ~ · , NARA Date g ,1~-c,~ 

I CALLED ON BUNCHE MAR 8 ACCOMPAUIED BY BUFFUM TO COMPARE NOTES 
ON JARRING'S LATEST TALK IN CAIRO. BUNCHE CONFIRMED ESSENCE OF 
DISCUSSION WAS AS DESCRIBED BY SP~NISH AMS <CAIRO'S 183~> AND 
PROVIDED ADDITIONAL DETAIL JARRING REPORTED THAT WHILE RIAD WAS 
FRIENDLY, ATMOSPHERE WA~ DISTINCTLY NEGATIVE. 

ACCORDING TO JARRING'S REPORT, RL D O?ENED.-Bv ·· rrzc·rTING . SEVERAL 
RECENT ISR/1EL!:.ACJl.ONS.' W}ff~ TtE" ·coNSIOERED .JEOP.ARDIZE" EDI.URE 
D!$C ' !SS:I NS , : ·Li. y ,,CHANG I ~JG STATUS OF ''OCCUPIED TERRS", 
DYNAMITING HOUSES; EXPROPRIATION MEASURES IN JERUSALEM, AND 
ESHKOL INSISTENCE ON PEACE TREATY. RIAD SAID ISRnEL1 · 08-JECi·lV-E 
IS CLE fLY TO G·ET : PEACE TREAT.Y,· ~' HCH WLD . BE TA~TAMOUNT 1'0 __ _ _ 
,AR.A.B . Sl)RR E·NDER_.·, - A ND !-HER~F_O_RE_--1 MP OSS IBLE'! I NT ER N At .. D.I FF IC UL.t I ES 
IN- UAR · ALSO ~NVOLVED; CBUNCHE- SA1D UAR AMB EL-KONY -SAID · ­
PRIVAT EL.Y- t -.~.S1'.::.l'EEK.- HE·::"'I'HOUGH! Nt,SSE:R WLD .?ROBABLY .. SURVIV~ 
CU RR- ~H UNREsr- suT -wAS NOT · CERTAIN. THIS WAS FIRST- ··TIME " EL~_KONY 
AND ! :'!DI CATED- ANY-·-DOUBT ABOU.T ... ~ASSER'S 'FUTURE.·> ·-·· .... -·-· . -·---- _ .. - --- ..- . 

RI AD . APP 2AR- G Pt:A.CE. SOM£ .. HOPE ·tH fl T "GREAT POWERS~ \~LD-- PRE:vAIC- '1lN 
ISRAEL. TO ACCE°PT · AND IMPLEME~T SC RES . CI READ THIS flS MEANING 
UAR HOPES . RECE NT so~ MESSAGE t o us MAY CHANGE DIPLOMATIC 
Sl7UATION · IN THEIR FAVOR.>: RIAD I~DICATED THAT IF ISRAEL'S 
POSIT Io~; DID NOT-· CHANGE, UAR . WLD HAVE TO CONSIDER ANNOUNCI"NG. IT 
WI\S ... ~O .LCNGZR BOUND BY ITS P.REVIOUS - ACC·EPIANCE .OF SC RES. 

AT SAME Tir.E, RIAD APPARENTLY GAVE JARRING NO HINT THAT EVEN !E 
ISR AEL ACCE?7~: REs : oAR WLO .ENGAGE IN RHODES TY~E DISCUSSIONS 
AT NJ COSIA .. HE Cl.;EARl:Y . RULED ·.our PEACE '!REA.TY" A~D R'EVE.RTED- TO 
P~EV!OUS cor~CEPT- · O_F A· SOLUTlON H1POSED BY, OR EMERGI:-JG FROM; 
FURT rl E~ SC D~BATE •. -· CJARRING · NOTED THIS WAS FIRST TIME RIAQ 
~ ... ~.~-~P-· AB9ur __ GO~.ftG . ij~JC:J_Q_,.~-~.! > ON SUBSTANCE OF MATTER, RIAD 

SECRET 
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TO0i< EVZ~l1OUG-HER._i::'INE THAN PRF.VI 0USL Y. HE NOW TALK I NG IN !~RMS 
OF 0. : I: 1 AL UAR POSITION THAT ISR1~ELI v1ITHDRA L MUS'£ BE TO 
JUNE. 4 ?.0SITIONS CI\LTHOUGH IN TALKS WITH ME LAST FALL HE 
ACCEPTED CONCEPT THAT BORDER RECTIFICATION CLD a~ INVOLVED>. 
HE~AGAlN LINK~D--0PENlNG OF CANAL TO SElILEMENT OF REFUGEE PROBLE~. 

I CONSIDER HARC "LINE ·ATT:ITUDE ·or lHAD PARTICULARLY DISAPP0Li!ING 
SlN~t. INVIT TIO~ FORMULA SHOWN HH1 BY JARRING WLD HAVE . 
REQUIRED ISR~F.l'S AGREEMENT TO ACCEPT SC RES FOR IMPLEMENTATION. 
s·uNCHE GAVE· us ONLY IlRIEF" LOOK AT TEXT BUT HASTY READING LEFT 
-I~lPRESSION THAT IT MET PREVIOUS UAR REQUIREMENTS FOR ~iOVING· ON 
TO NEW STAGE Ir ISRAELIS ~OULD AGREE TO IT. AS BEST WE CAN 
RECONSTRUCT INVITATION, IT TOOK ROUGHLY F"OL F"0RM: G0VTS ' Or 
ISRAEt-- 1\ ~!I .. UAR . .HAVE INFORMED "ME .THAT !HE'!. r;·ccE?T SC RES 242 AS 
BASIS FOR RESOlV-NG DIFFERENCES AND HAVE AGREED ON NEED FOR 
' IMPLEMENTATION OF IT~ PROVISIONS. ACCORDINGLY, I INVITE 
THESE GOVTS TO DESPATCH REPS TO NICOSIA WHO WLD BE 
AUTHORIZED -TO E~GAGE IN NECESSAR¥ DISCUSSIONS UNDER MY AUSPICES 
TO, f.·ACILITATE AGREEMENT • .... _ ·- · . -
JARR1NG HAS GONE ON TO JERUSALEM FOR FURTHER TALKS ALTHOUGH HIS 

,PREVIOUS PESSIMISM ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR SETTLEMENT HAVE OBVIOUSLY · 
)EEN R~I ~F0RCED BY LAST ENC0UNTErr. CRE LATTER POINT, BUNCE CONFIDED 
'THAT . IN TALKING PRIVATELY TO SYG, JARRING WAS MUCH MORE 
PESSIM!SIIC ~BOUT FATE OF . HIS MISSIO~ THAN WITH BUNCHE AND OTHERS 
IN · SECRETARIAT.: HE--TOLD SYG ·HE WAS D.ISCOURAGED ABOUT PROSP.Ec'fs·. 
FOR AGREEMENT AND PHYSICALL.Y EXHAUSTED .FRO Pr CONSTANT SHUTTLI ~G/ 

·BETWEEN CAP-I!A LS.) . . . . . - . 
. ... - ·- ---

BUNCHE STRESSED SENSITIVITY OF INFO HE GAVE ·us AND I TRUST DEPT 
WILL ASSURE IT IS NOT REVEALE°D TO ANY OT.HER. GOVT. 

GP- 1. 

GOLDBERG 
BT 

SECRET 



lHFOllMATION 

S&t11nay, Marcil 9. 1968 • 1:20 p. m. 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

Henwlth a mo■t 1rac:loa■ 
comm•alcatloa to ,- &om Lord AYOia. 

W. W. llo■tow 

WWR.oatow:rla 



\A. ..~ r, 0 
;:J<-a..,4, //t/ . /.-' Z.e-.,f .i..P!~ 

BRITI-SH EMBASSY, 

WASHINCTON, O.C. 

9 March, 1968 

Thank you so much for your kindness in receiving me 
yesterday and for giving so much time out of your heavily 
charged day for our talk. It was of course absorbingly 
interesting for me with memories of the conflict in Malaya, 
where our difficulties were less but still formidable enough 
at the time. 

As I told you, I do feel that no state-sman of our time 
has been called upon to face a harsher assignment than yours. 
Your sternest critic could not deny the courage with which 
you fac~ the challenging daily decisions. 

Each one of us, who are friends of the United States 
and want to see peace and a free life established on this 
earth , must pray that you will succeed in reaching that 
goal of a negotiated settlement based on firm guarantees 
i n ·,-:hich some confidence can be placed and which I know you 
--;-rnuld like to see prevail in Indo-China. 



INFORMAnON 

Wltla n•pect to ... my loree• al"OIIIMl 
KIie Saab. the attacbecl ezplalaa: 

• - latelllpac:e comm...U,, la aow 
can,a., 14, 000 aa tbe ... my threat 
la the area; 

th.,- ap-.. tun Ila•• b .. a •om• 
rece.llt re4actloaa; 

tlley wlll lie com.pletlJla 1t7 abowt 
........ ,. of MD week a ataly of 
tile wllo1e of IC.rps -- tbe realllta 
ef wlllc.h I •hall repen to ,-. 

w. w.aoatow 

WWRo■tow:rla 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHlNOTON 

Saturday, March 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM. FOR MR. ROSTOW 

Regarding our feeling this morning that the enemy order of battle 
around Khe Sanh may have fallen to 6-S, 000, _,!_h~~~¢:~.-.c~~~ked with ". 
~e ~-#1~~.!li~~C.Qm.mii'tii.t.'!1~1I(i f~t:i?.:::~ ~~-Y .. a~~~c8=_.r-r_yt~g al>out ..l.4, ooo: 

This assessment of the Intelligence people comes about from an 
upgrading. of .. units identification from.what··we-were.--holding-and -recent 
-.~.!3 -d~1~J:t~~t4:~qy:j~ ·They are working· ve~y ha~d to check· and ~erify 
this infqrmation and to study the recent movements in the area and 
will be ~~)!S .._c:l._ -cu:r.:rent· estimate..covering. .th~ .. w..1:lole...o.£. FirsJ.:~Q!'PS ;: 

- - .. ..... _ ..... _ ... ____ .,.. -•-• : • ...... .. "" 4- ----- - I - 0 4 ._ 

b)"t.l¥;~!!;::ga.y.:.oLnext-week. : ·"·-··· 

In the meantime, w.EL,all:_ ag~4:e that -the major_t1;y. ·of-01te·t egi n font (In·Oo -.r er.) : 
ha.~.:~ ·oy~.ctf~~:i'rCKhe~Sanh.ta.. the. Hu~· area ahd the.added threa'!: .fr.om . 
t~ree regi~~t}~~-:::to. th:e~no.r1b.:w~st of J<he _Sanh has·:oeen· cha.ng~d-witl\ 

.. tjiei€_ji,.o_v~ment;;; ; ·-the headquarters of the 320 and two regiments moved 
to the east, and then, for some unexplained reason, north to the DMZ, 
and the 90th regiment moved to Hue. 

et✓l 
Arthur McCafferty 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority N t...J - B s do o 

By ~ , NARS, Date ' - 6-- i '/, 



INFOJlMA TION 

8&t11ftla1, Marcil 9, 1968 • 10:10am 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

Herewith a Xens of the orlablal 
letter alle1M11 &om the Pu'blo cnw. 

Tu orltlaal la with bulllwrltlq 
-pel'ta. 

W • ah.all ••• ,- an aaaly•l• 
wua completect. 

w. w. aoatow 

WWRo■tow:rln 
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INFOB.MATION 

Sahlriay, March 9. 19'8 -- 10:00 a. m. 

Mr. Pre•W.at: 

BerewWl •ome po••lltle talld.111 polat• with Am•. Ber1er. wlaom yo• 
see at 3:00 p. m. today. 

L Hla jolt, of coarse, ls •Imply to .llelp Amt.. Bllllker carry 01&t bl• 
dlfflcalt mlaaloa. 

2. Haff81 laeea_for some time ba Wulllapea, be IIDcler•taad• tlaat 
the polWcal aad aalJltary perform•• ef the Soat.lt. VhtumeM la as 
lmportaat to U. s. paltllc •llppOrt to the war effort ,aa the cn.ree of •attte 
ltHU. We Juaew bow hard Amit. Baaker la woritllls to make Thiea• • 
cea.Ututloaal 1tm1rameat ope'l'ate. We laope that Ber1er'• preHace ba 
Sal&GII will stnaplaea tal• crltlcal ••pect of OIU' Vletaam pellcy. 

J. Altbowab every cOWltry l• dlffereDt. we hope that Ber1er• • 
ezperleace la Korea. at a aamewhat 11lmllar •tat• of Soath K•naa 
polltlcal ...i.i-. wW be uaefal to Am.b. Banker and the whole -tloaal 
effort. 

U JCN ha•• time, yc,11 mlpt alllt lllm for aay reflectloaa lu, qht 
ha..,., Jooklq nck on Illa ezperleace as Am.baaaador la Korea; aad thaak 
him for 'IIIMlertaklq th.la lmponant mlaelOD at a critical tlme. 

W • W • B.Ntow 

WWRoatow:rln 



INJ'O.I.MA TION 

lli6AE'I' 

Sat11Nay. March 9, 1968 
91.fO a.m. 

Mr. Pre•hleat: 

Herewltll a cable fl'Om S.oal 
llldlcatlaa the Korea.a troop l••• 1• ....... -

Olllte latenatlq, la fact. 

l laaft c&lled lt to Clark'• 
atteatloa. 

W. W. lteatow 

SeOlll •TB.f 
SIJOMM' 

WWRoatow:rln 



SZ6RE't.. 

Seoul 4784, March 8, 1968 

DEClASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NlJ I 9 3- 3 &:. 7 

By k2:frl , N~ Date :l- - ? -7 fi 

SUBJECT: Addltloaal ltepllbllc of Korea Treopa for Vletaam. 

l. Fer HeOIIIII wHk la a row, the Prime Mlalater delllMrately ralaed the 
•wl>ject ot addltloaal Korean troop• fer Vl•tuin. Thl■ tbne he lte ... ltf' uJdaa 
wl.Mttur the U. & wo.W lacrea■e the aaml:>er of troop• Hlal ••at to Vletaam. 
The Amba■•a4or •ald lie l>elleved we wo\114 l'te at lewl of &boat 115, 000 men 
la nry near f1dltn. Prime Mlalater aald he taouc1'that waa aood, b1lt dlda't 
the U.S. ... more Konaa troop■• Amba••Mlor replied that -.. do and that, 
a• he had ladlcated a week •10. he lateJM'le4 to approach the 09"rameat of 
Kona on tlll• .-,J.ct qala ■OOD. TIie Ambaaauor ••ked lf the Prime 
MJ.alner'• tltouabt• oa thla had deYelepe• alace oar lallt meatloa ol lt. 

2. The Prime Mlalater tben omllaecl all elaborate Kell&l'lo, bldlcatta1 
that he had INlea tblakbai uowt thl■ ••Ject ■lac.• our laat maetlaa, whlch 
bwol•ed the followlaa: Jae nld that be hMl excellent laformatloa to tlM effect 
tbat wlthla the aeat year or ao Prime MJ.alater Sato of Japaa woald ....-•t the 
U.S. to retv.ra Oldaawa to Japaa. Tb.la would•'" Sato a pelltleal a4vaatqe 
he wo.W ued to nar la power &lld to pennlt U. S. / Japaa DefenN Treaty to 
remala la effect after 1910. MeaawW141, la Vleta&m the war would be 
coatla..._, aad be a1reed wlth the Amltaa•ador that thle waa a crucial y•ar 1n Vlet­
aun and there woa14 lie a cCNltlaa.1■1 aeed for more trMp• to esert maxlm11m 
pr••·-· on tbe ••my. 

3. After ab'e••l■s that Ile wa■ 1l•la1 ealy hll owa ldea• aad bad coa•altecl 
ao oae, the Pl"lme Mlalater aald that a.a American mtuy la Vleblam l• a 
•lctol"J' for Xena, aa4 an Amerlcaa defeat la Viet.um l• a defeat fol the 
Kereaaa. UDller certal■ clrewmataace■, the Prime Mlalater 'belleYeCI, the 
Citmtnameat of Kona ~pt be pernatletl to ••• an add.ltloul two dlvlalo.u 
aJld perllap• more. HoweYer, thl• cow.lei oaly lM maaapc1 tlu-cNc1' a meetlaa 
betweea Pnal41e■t Jolua•oa ud PN•ldeat Park, perllapa la Ha,n.ll. At that 
meetbtc (or perbapa 1,eforebaad) tlaPrlme Mlalater tlloallbt tu U.S. allould 
atate it• wllJl"IM•• to: 

a. Pro-rlde •ce•••rr flaaaclal •••l•taace to permit the OOYermneat 
of Korea to place lt• tllrN ready re■erYe cll•l■loaa, whlc:h are aow fally 
eq'Glpped, on actlYe d-,; : 

la. U.S. · ahoald then ltr .... the ~.wen Koreaa rear area •ec:vlty 
re1erve dl•l•loaa a.p to the eq111pmaat lenl• of rq111ar ready reaerve cllvlalon•. 
Thl• ceuld be doae at all eqal~nt coat of about $9 mllllea for each dl•l•loa. 

c. The U.S., .wltb. re•eralon of Oklnawa ln mlad, lhoukl cooetrect a 
Iara• all'••• on Clae►Do for u•e w., aucll • .. •tlcated alrcnft aa the F-4. 

r Bl:CB:ZT 



RCRl:'I' 

.. z,. 

•• U till• ce1llcl be, ... , tbe Prime Mlal•ter coatbmett, PreaW.at Park 
WCMIJ.d proltoly lM wlllla1 to MDII two nplar dlYlaloa• to Vl.taam, penapa 
nplaclaa the•• re.,alar actm •-,. dlvl•l•• la .Kerea wlth tbe tlan• actl,rated 
ready reaette dlYlaleu. Ill Mhlltloa, by foll ...... tllro•1ta oa pre...._ propot1al 
to empleJ fin tb.01Ualld el,rlllaa reHnl•t• la. lepatleal Ja• la Vietnam to 
eaaltle the cllapatch of pl"fl'louly cll•cuaed llpt ltonaa 4lvlaloa, U wealcl thea 
be po■■lble to lacreaee aamlMr of Konaa troop• for Yletaun by two cllYl•loa• 
and the two-re11meat Upt •l•laloa. Thia wo\lld make a total ol llYe Koreu 
cllvlalou la Vl4ttaam. 

5. Commeat. The Prime Mlal■t.r caret.lly dlarac:terlaed the fore101Da 
a■ eatll'ely Jll■ own Wea, which he ha■ •111eund with no oae. It ■um■ clear, 
11..,.,,.r, that from reflnemeata caatallled la thla pre■eatatl•, and from aeope 
of hl■ propoaal, that he bu bffa tldald111 uout thl• auject elace OU' laet 
ZDNtlas aad tllat he haa fl'llte pron.1,ly 41acu■e4 It with otlla••• poa■Udy 
lac:lwllq the Preeldeat. I napolMled to all till■ Irr ■aylq dlat we wcnalcl tbbak 
aboat thla aad would cllacua aaject with him qala la the near flltve. 

6. I woa1d appncl&te you tlln,ht• and •-••loll• for••• la fellow-up 
1 oollld make Gil tbla euject. Alao, q•atlou which you woald wleh to ha•• 
e larWecl la cOIUMJCtl• wlth lt. 

7. Oe•ral •••ste•l Ila■ •••• tbl• me••••• and req11eata that a copy be 
rowated te ClNCPAC. 

PORTER 

.... ft.CUT 



lNJ'OllMA TlON 

&at1ml&y. Maz-ch 9, 19'1 -- 9:l5 a.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

At ne Saab: 

thlrtl coaNCa&m tlay ef .... weather: 

170 •ortl•• phi• 45 B-52'•; 

281 tau •lmr ... 

Later a.lay l will ru. with ,.. & report Oil 

.... , di•po•ltlea• at Klae Saab a.ad tlae DMZ area 
1-lcatlq tbe uemy tueat at IClle Saala may cetUl•t 
ef 6-8000 mea. ratber tlaaa the zo. 000 we .bave lteea 
car.ylaa la our ....... 

W. W. RNtow 

DEC'....ASS!f'.'lcO 
E.O. i 2:36. ~(.;c. 3.3 

DA ~-::"11 . J~n. 5. 1988 
By..,.a.,y-_. N/• RA. Date .,i-2 7--f,;z_. 



SEGR:B'I' 

Saturday, March 9, 1968 

TEXT~ OF CABL~ FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-four on the situation in the Khe Sarili/ 
. . 

DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 8, 1968. 

For the third consecutive day, good weather conditions existed at 
Khe Sarili. Daytime visibility up to seven miles provided excellent flying 
c·onditions . £ire support elements expended 1813 rounds in 83 missions, 
60 percent of which were· obs·erved. Aircraft landed at Khe Sanh, with no 
umisual _iri.terference. A total of 12 enemy anti-air incidents were recorded 
during the pe~-iod. T~o-air_c.rait~ere hit with only minor damage. Weather 

-conditions today continue favorable. 

Enemy ground activity centered east of the Khe Sanh air strip . 
. At 9:3·o a. m.- three patrols from the 37th ARYN Ranger Battalion engaged an 
unknown size enemy force at that location and confirmed 27 enemy killed, 
with no friendly casualties reported. At 7:30 a. m., Marine artillery in the 

· base camp received .recoilless rifle fire at their location. They expended 10 
rounds of high explosives in direct fire and obs_erved two North Vietnamese 
Army killed. At 5:30 p. m., four North Vietnamese Army were. obseryed 
800 meters east of Khe Sarili. A 60mm mortar mission was fired resulting in 
one North Vietnamese killed. At 5:35 p. m., an air observed air strike five 
kilometers northwest of Hill 881 killed two North Vietnamese Army and 
destroyed a machine gun position. At 7: 15 p. m., a wire detail from the 37th 
ARYN Ranger Battalion was taken under fire while repairing their defensive 
wire. One ARYN Ranger was killed. 

·At 6:45 p. m., air strikes were called in 200-600 meters east of 
Khe Sanh, resulting in the destruction of numerous trench lines and bunkers, 
and the killing of three enemy. Enemy incoming during the reporting period 
totalled 297 rounds of mixed mortar, artillery and rockets. As a result of 
the shelling, 27 Marines were wounded, with 10 evacuated. Other than 
incoming rounds, there was no enemy activity reported at outlying positions 
of the Khe _Sanh __ Combat Base. 

Elsewhere along the DMZ, major enemy activity was limited to 
incoming rockets, artillery and mortar rounds . At Camp Carroll and 
neighboring areas, 11 rounds fell between 4: ~O and 5: 20 p. m. No damage or 
casualties were reported. 

~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.3 

. . . -~ -:.~·:'} 
·-... 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 · 

AF G1.1ide, SEA Rocords, 4/1188 
By. ft~, _ NARA Oote t,li,·7/9 v 

OA Memo. Jan. 5. 1, 8 0 ~Y--Aif · NARA, pate _ ~J _?~11,1 , 
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Thirty-four artillery rounds fell at Con Thien, with injuries to one 
Marine. At 11:30 p. m., 10 rounds of artillery struck the Dong Ha Combat 
Base. No casualties or damage was reported. 

Enemy ground activity in northern Quang Tri province yesterday 
was comparatively light, with only small unit contacts reported. At 11: 12 a. m., 
one Marine was killed and one injured when they detonated an enemy explosive 
device located 10 kilometers southwest of C~mp Carroll. A patrol from the 
9th Marines came under small arms fire at 1:30 p. m., six kilometers northwest 
of Camp Carroll. Four Marines were wounded. The enemy withdrew. An 
81mm mortar mission was fired in support with undetermined results. At 
5:55 p. m., a reconnaissance team made contact with 15 North Vietnamese Army 
six kilometers south of the rock pile. In an exchange of small arms fire, one 
Marine was killed. The enemy withdrew leaving five North Vietnamese Army 
bodies behind. 

In Operation NAPOLEON/ SALINE, an AMT RAC hit a 150 pound 
mine totally destroying the vehicle. One Marine was killed and two injured. 
ARVN elements located 28 140mm rockets four filometers east of C-1. All 
were destroyed. At 11:40 a. m. , a forward observer with the 4th Marines 
spotted 13 North Vietnamese in the open north of Cua Viet River. An artillery 
mission was fired resulting in four North Vietnamese killed. 

There was one COFRAM mission of eight rounds _fired, with undetermined 
results. 

Marine aircraft flew 121 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force 
flew 140, the Navy 109, for a total of 370 sorties. Bomb damage included 
124 secondary explosions, 81 secondary fires, 28 bunkers destroyed, 100 
meters of trench destroyed, 12 road cuts, and 11 enemy killed. Five ARC LIGHT 
strikes (30 sorties} were scheduled for the Khe Sanh area, but nine aircraft 
went to secondary targets owing to targeting equipment malfunctions. Two of 
the strikes were against close-in targets, 1200 meters from friendly forces. 
One mission reported 14 secondary explosions. For the past week (March 2-8) 
a total of 45 ARC LIGHT strikes, consisting of 264 sorties, were flown against 
troop concentrations, artillery positions, and supply/ storage areas in the Niagara 
area. SAC aircrews reported a total of 118 secondary explosions. 

Air resupply for the Khe Sanh totalled 201 short tons. Class 1 amounted 
to 35. 5 short tons, Class II 18 tons, Class m 1. 5 short tons, Class IV 3. 5 short 
tons, Class V 142. 5 short tons. Fourty-six passengers were landed. Resupply 
sorties totalled 38. Ten C-130's -and two. C-123's completed air drops. Four 
CH-53's and 22 CH-46 1s delivered passengers and cargo. 
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Three hundred-seven tactical air sorties are planned for the next 
period in support of Khe Sanh. The Marines schedule 88, the Air Force 
.119, and the Navy 100. The Air Force will have 120 additional sorties on 
call, the Marines will have 16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes 
(21 sorties) are scheduled for the area. 



!!J 
ACnON 

_ SECBB't'-

Satm'day, Marcia 9. 1961 ... 8:•s a. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Herewith Bob Komer, back chaa■el from Ho11ohll•, ... ,eata: 

L We aak hlm for aa eye• only appral■al of the altw.tloa upon hl• rehlna. 

z. We em.power h1m to tell Thlea and KJ of "top leYel dl■appolatmeat" at 
t.belr fall.are to rl■e to the occaalon. 

Bob pr.,.rly aotea taow lmpenaat lt l• for him to be a Saltaa m&n -­

ab•olldely loyal to WeatJ and Ballker. 

Therefore, aelther of theM th.la&• ■boald be done wlthoat their kaowletl1e 
aad coacurreace. 

I ••••••• tberefere. that we: 

A. Sead a back ebannel to Buker. Weaty aad Komer aaki., Komer to 
fU. wltb u. as a matter of v1eacy •paa hl• retllra, a fre•b evaluatlcm of the 
atate of paclflcatloa; proapect•; and atep• that aeed to be takea to pre'ftat tile 
••mJ from coa•olldatlaa the couatryaicle. (At tlae momeat, clamap la the 
coaatry■W.. wWa ealar1ed eppernaW.ea for Viet c-. recnutmeat, la clearl,­
the 1reateat coat we baYe l!naffered from the wlater-•prlna aflenalve.) 

B. We n.oalc.1 tell Bob to laferm Bmaker &DCI We•tf of our anxiety bere 
about the CiVN performaace ud the Th!eu.-Ky apllt; but let Buaker Juda• 
whetller Bob ah01lld •peak tllnctly to Tblea ud Ky. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. t 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.f C/b -25 2-

By Ch- , NARA Date 11 -1-97 

A approvri if Clifford aareee ---
B apprOYed 1f Rualt a1r•••---­

No --
Call me......,._ 
WWRo•tow:rln . 

W.W. Roatow 
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·oo YEKADS 

· DE YSHKDR 17 0690309 
ZKZK 00 i~RL DE 

0 090307Z ZYH ZrF4 
F:'1 M1B KOMER, HONOLULU ':NfJfJJS· 

• '::;# TO \/JALT ROSTOw, :.vHITE HOUSE, WASH, D •. ,c_, __ .. , .. . •,;) g QLl ,. 
·zEt1 1.-vJ ,·. , .. h , "16 
! ! C n ! T !h.~ u;Q!_ ~ tmDIS 
!. PRESIDENT WAS CORDIAL AND DETER~INED IJHE~ 

, liYES ~ OHL! . 
I SAW HIM LAST NIGHT, BUT SEEMED IN SOMBER MOOD~ 
2. HENCE ON REFL~CTION I REGRET THAT I DID NOT 
ADEQUATELY EXPRESS MY · OWN STRONG VI£1» THAT 
WE ARE ALREADY ON A DiSTINCT CURVE OF RECOVERY 
FRO~l LOW POINT OF THE INITIAL VC TET OFFENSIVE. 
IN FACT, .HAVI~~G ALREADY ABSORBED THE WORST· THE 
ENEMY CAN PROBABLY OFf~R <EXCEPT PERHAPS IN 
NORTHERN I CORPS), WEfARE ENTER l.NG A PERIOD 
WHERE OPPORTUNITY . OUTWEIGHS RISK IF WE CAN ONLY 
SEIZE IT. 
3. TO RECTIFY MY OVERSIGHT, LET ME:·SUGGEST· .. IJiAT 
YOU PR P.RESlD~NT HIMSELF .REQUEST, AS HE .HAS. 
DONE BEFORE, MY OWN EYES ONlY -EVALUATiON OF' 
EVOLVING SIIUA.I.ION A.S IT LOOKS A WEEK AFTER MY 
RE:.t.URN~ .. AS. ·.YOU. KNOW, ·MY LOYALTY TO ~lY !~MEDIATE 

DECl,ASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J 'f Ir ,'SI 

By wV , NARA Date ~-;S ·?Y 

BOSSES, _SO ESSE:NTIAL TO THEiR" CONFIDE :~CE IN ME, . PRECLUDES 
· MY. VOLUNTEERING ANY, SUCH AP?RAISA[ UNl.ESS SPECIFICALLY 

REQUESlED.. 
4. I DID URGi ON PRESIDENT THE CRITICAL NEED FOR 
GREATER GVN PERFORMANCE 1 AS AN ESSENTIAL COROLLARY 
TO A!-JY us ADD-o:~s, AND MY CONVICTION THAT ONLY HE COULD 
COMPEL IT. TO REINFORCE OUR SAIGON EFFORTS CALLS 
FIRST FOR JUST THE RIGHT SPECIAL EM-ISSARY AND THEN FOR 
AN EYEBALL TO EYEBALL BETWEEN THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
THEMSELVES, IT . STRIKES ME THAT · MY- RETURN COULD BE 
USED TO HELP ALONG l'HIS EXERC.ISE, SINCE THIEU AND -KY 
BOTH REGARD ME AS "THE PRESIDENT'S MAN." !Hus· IT \tJOULD 
HELP SET THE STAG£ IF I RETUR:~ED . FRO~l WASHINGTON 
EXPRESSING ITS KEEN TOP LEVEL DISAPPOI~TMENT THAT THEY 
HAD NOT. RISEN E:~OUGH TO THE OCCASION YET. ! A'.1 SURE 
THAT BUNKER AND ~E-STY- WOULD · HEARTILY CONCUR IF· 
PRESIDENT. SUGGESTED THIS.-
5~ FI~~ALLY, PLEASE REASSURE THE PRESIDENT THAT I SEE 
~ GREATER CHANCE THAN EVER TO OVER A~E }~~or, IF WE 
CAN ONLY CONVINCE · IT !HAT ITS ALL-OUT EFFORT HAS 
FAILED AT GREAT COST. I AM MUCH IMPRESSED BY THAT 
HUNGARIA~PS REPRISE OF GIAP DESCRIBING DIEN BIEN ?HU' 
AS A DESPERATE GA~48LE·. WHILE IT .TAK~S. A BOLD MAN 
OR A FOOL TO i3E TOO, OPTIMIST IC JUST NOW, . .I SENSE THAT . 
WE HAVE ALREADY WEATrlERED THE WORST OF THE ENEMY'S 
CONVULSIVE EFFORT. IT WILL BE· D IFF.ICULT AND PAINFUL 
TO FACE HI:,i DOWN, BUT WE i•fa Y WELL,, BE- ABLE TO FORCE ·. 
A MAJOR . SHIFT -BEFORE NOVE~BER IF WE NOT ONLY INCREASE 
OUR OW::-l PRESSURE BUT SEIZE I.HE· PARALLEL OPPORTUNITY 
TO SHAP.~ UP A NOW MALLEABLE GVN. WARM REGARDS AND 
DEPEND ON ~j~ ro STAY It~ THERE PUSHI~G. 
GP-1 
480 



C: ONflBSftllAL-. March 9. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - INFOR.MA TlON 

SUBJECT: Mexia■ Border lt.eatrlctloa• 

Prior to Chriatma• a.ad WaaJalastoa'• Wrthdar the Mexlcaa Qoverameat 111-
atitated taa1h canom• iaapectloa aplaat reblna1as Me,dcaa aationaH r••1dent­
outalde the border zone tnTeillaa cwerlaad from ahopp&aa trlpa to Tua• 
laorder cW••· US mercbaau, particularlf ha La.-.... felt the placb aad macle 
load com,a&la• at Slate. llere aad on the Hill. 0a both occaaloaa atrGIDI 
repn••mtloa• to the MexJca• A111la•ador aad the Forelp Office bro-.&ht 
relaxatloa of tbe uforcemeat. 

While we prate•ted tba Me:d.caa actloa. oar &roaad• were :a.at atroaa becaaM 
the Mmdcaa Goftnameat waa nmplJ eaforclaa caatom• replatloa• on the 
book• -• even tllolqh DGt alwa,.. applied. Mn:leo •• a pectallar cuatom• 
•r•tem llllftr which utloul• nt;a.n.laa lty air can 'briq laack a 10., llat of 
article• datJ free, while ~rlaacl retane•• are reatrlded to j11•t a few items. 
We -•r•laad the aevere e.aforcemellt mea•ar•• at Clal'ldma• and WaaJdapoa'• 
Wrtbday were d• to pr••••re of Moaterny m.ercbaat• who aatlclpa-4 he&YJ Jlllft.._..• la US ltorder cltl•• lty Mex.lc&JUJ llna, la tbe laterlor. 

The l••tae of eU:mbM&ttnc the dlecnpaacy ol mm:ptlaa.9 Ntweea air trayeller• 
aad onrlaacl tra'NU.r• waa ralaed la the US-V.xico Trade CommUtee meet­
ma laat December. The Emba••J baa alao taken lt •P wlth the Forelp Office. 
la Ylew of the rec .. t cUfflcllltJ, state hla&racted Amlla•aaclor Freeman on 
Marcia 1 to pre•• for a reaolatloa of the problem, He 1• to pobat oat that JMU'• 
cha••• aloa1 the border tty ou.r reapectln toarl•t• 1a a two-war etreet. For 
,-re we have waived the Tna•rJ reqalremant that US tom-let• ma•t rema.lll 
at leaat 48 llour• o.atalcle the US 'before takla1 achulta1• of tile clay-tree•· 
emptl~• for parchaMa abroad. ID the new propoeala lcmtndas US toarlnn. 
Mn:.lco •• a prlvlle1ecl poaltloa. We eJtpect the Uazka•• to reciprocate. 

SpecWcally, l'nemaa 1a to •Hk: 

-- almpUflcatloa and clariflcaUoa of cutom• replatleaa. 

-• ellmtaatloa of dlllerwea between alr aDd overlaad traveller•, bope-
fllllJ maJdD& the overlalld treatment conform to tba more liberal air 
treatmeat. 

•• aaalll'&nce• of coaalatent enforcement clarta1 holiday and non-holiday 
perloda. 

l will keep JOU. poated on bow the•• talk■ proan••· 

w. w. aoatow 



Satarda.y _ March 9. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION 

SUB.JECT: Flail i:. ... r for Artbar J. GoldNq or Wllllam B. Baff11m 
to ■Ip the latenaatloaal <:;of.fee A1nemeat. 1968 

Herewith for JOIII' ■lpatue la a full power au.tboriala& Ambaeaadora 
Qo1Aer1 or Bv.ffmn to alp the lllteraatloaal Coffee A1neawat re­
ceatlF -actiated bl Leadea. 

You ladl.cated at Panta clel Eat• aad la letter• to P.reeident■ Llera• 
aatl Coat& • Silya that JOQ 1-cked an lmpl'OTM co.ffff apeemeat. 

TIie W.raatioaal Coll- Aan..,.vt of 1968 modllle■• lmproY••• 
aad utead• for five ,-ar• tbe mechaai•ma •••ll•lled ancler the 
Jatenatioaal Cou .. Apeemeat of 1 '62. 

TeaJ Solomon l• optlmlnlc that the fonmala for halldHa1 the aolable 
coffee pralem la the new &p-Nmeat, which •• 1,eea checbd out 
with tbe iaclllalrJ• will facilitate amootb •l1laa of the A~ 
tllroqll t11e c_.. ••. 
l recommead f08 alp tbe f1all power. 

W. w. &oatow 

Attachment 

Fall PQwer for Aml,aaaaclor■ Cioldlaier1 or Bdmn 
for alpatve. 



Saturday. March 9, 1968 

Mr. Prealdeot: 

The attached reflect• a. 
peraOD&llty claah to wlaich I don't 
think there la any final ■olution 
abort of Arma one party. Howe¥er. 
I think you could probably ride out 
tbia atorm ~ : 

--cal~ri1at Pabnan 
to ur1e fa "VOrable treatment of the 
Aalaa Bank bill; and 

--callba& Black 
(at Hope Sound, Florida) to apply a 
little butter. 

I tbillk the critical thin& 
--if we are to keep Black aboarcl-­
i• to call Patman. 

'W • W. B.oatow 



)ECLASSIFIED 
E.O. t 2958, Sec. 3.6 

M?. :Rosto,;v 

NLJ tj{? -:0'~ ACTION 

By C-b , NARA Datett~t-97 p flP" . ~ 
GONFWiiNTJ.A.L ~~~ J, 

Frid.&yrf March , 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reaponae to Con1reaalonal ReaolutiolUI on Mld•Ea•t 
Deaalttng 

Laat December, the Senate paaaed the Baker Reaolution and 
now the Hou■e is considering an identical one. Both atate that building 
lar1• nuclear deealtma planu in the Mid-Eaat will haaten peaceful 
cooperation. Both requeat you to puraue this. 

The••• of courae, atem from the Eiaenhower-Strauaa plan of 
laat summer. That, in turn, grew out of a atudy at Oak IUdae. That 
atudy developed a theoretical model ahowing how one could build up around 
a big nuclear deaalting and electric power plant an industrial and aari­
cultur&l complex that could abaorb the tremendoua a.mounta of electricity 
that euch a plant would have to produce to make ita water economiw. 
The m.en who ran that atudy made clear that further atudy would be 
needed to apply thi• idea to any apectflc area. 

Therefore, the moat direct reaponae to the Baker reaolution 
would be to follow up the Oak R.id1• atw:ly, applying lt• theorie• to the 
Mid-Eaat. · 

However, that by itaelf doean't make aenae, and beaid•• we'd 
like to go the Baker reaolution one better. We don't quarrel with its 
vision and hope, but it ia naive on two aerioua counts: 

.... Freah water alone won't •0lve the problema that block 
pe&ce ill the Mid-Eaat. If we could devote the $1 billion or more Baker'• 
dream would coat to r _esettliq refuc••• in all kinda of Job•- -not juat 
aariculture--we'd take• much bigger atep toward settlement. That's 
not to say that water ian't important: but other isauea are mon baaic. 

--Nuclear deaaltlng ia not neceaaarily the mo•t immediate, 
practlcal or economic way to brin1 more water to the area. It may be 
the beat answer in Israel where moat other sources of water are already 
being efficiently u1ed well. But we ■till have a. long way to go in developtn1 
ground water and other source• ebewhere. 

The kind of study we would frame would be broader than juat 
a.pplyin& nuclear deaaltin1 to the Mid-Eaat. Oak Ridge could do that 
•tudy, but we would make that Juat one piece ill a broader etudy applying other 
advanced concept• of water management and development. We would 

...C O.lFlfJl:N'TtA:L 
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brin1 in ■ ome of the pioneers in our own water planning, and we 
would make our work complement studies bet.ng done by Mac Bundy 
through RAND and by the World Bank. 

There are two bureaucratic probleme: 

1. How to ken th••· ttuctiee in tfChn\c&l p•r..,ective. 
AEC has a way of 1olng wild wlth its idea• and getting nuclear 
deaaltin1 out of economic per•pectlve. On the other band, the 
economi•ts are too skeptical of de■altlag. In looldnlJ &r«:JUlld for 
someone to keep all parte of this effort tn tune, we believe we should 
entru■t this to your Water for Peace Office. If we're gotna to build 
that office up, now l• the time. The alternative la to let Interior or 
AEC run the ahow, and we jlut can't be confident of a balanced result 
there. 

2. How to &f■ur• ermr pro1ram c9mrol. The water 
experts will have to carry the technical ball. But State Dqartment 
control is necesaary to nwah this with other effort. in the repon. 
Baker prepeaed a Preeidential Commis•ion, but we fea.:r that creates 
expectations beyond what we can deliver. We have concluded that the 
beat bet ia to say that the Water for P•ace Director, reepouible to 
the Secretary of State, will report in thi• ca■e to the Secretary tluoush 
Luke Battle's lnterdep&rtmeat&l Reponal Ornp for this purpo■e~ 
We are perai■tently trytn1 to ■trencthen State'• coordination machinery 
which you eat&bliahed but at the same time we want to build up the 
Water for Peace Office. Luke ha■ an effective group 1et11&, and we 
think the Water for Peace Director can work throu1h him without 
unduly reatrietin, the expert•' freedom or hh own pre■tll•• 

Recommendation: Before we go any further down 
thh track, we would like to be sure you approve our 1•ural approach. 
Spectfle&lly, State recommend• that Secntary Ru■k 1end the attached 
letter to Senator Fulbri1ht and that a ■tmtlar letter go to Conare■•man 
Morgan. If you approve, we would then work out pred•• term■ of 
reference for theee studies and determlne how to finance them. We 
can do ■omethtng within the existina Budget, but we might judge that 
a■king for a 1mall bud9et amendment (leas than $1 miWon) would be 
werth eon■lderiq ln order to engage the Con1re■ s immediately in 
reaponeibility for its recommenciationa. (We believe Co111r•••man 
Rooney would be glad to ■upport a ema.11 State bud1et amendment that 
would contribute to Arab-llraell progrea·■, but we will be back to you 
on that.) 

60N''.FIQlil'f'i'lAL 
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I have di■cu■sed this with Don Hornig and Charlie Zwick, 
and they join in the reco:rnmend&tion that you approve the attached 
letter. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

Approve __ _ 
Call me ----

-COHFlD!BNTfAl:; 



SUOOE§TED LETTER. 

Honorable J. William F'lllbrtaht 
Cllairmaa, Committee Oil Fo:reip Relation• 
Unit4td Stat•• Senate 
Waehiqtea. D. C. 20510 

D•r Ml'. Chairman: 

I wiah to a• sure you and the Senator• who apoaaored 

Reaolution 155, to which the Senate a1r••d Oil December 12, 1967, 

that the Admlnl1tration will do ev•rythiaa lt can to carry o,at the 

apirit and purpose ol that Re1olution. We will alao continue to be 

alert to other iMthoda ot achimq it. broad •bJffttve•. 

To be1ln wtth, we ar• plannln, a aerie■ of related ■twliee 

which will ulp determine the practtcablllty of cla1lpiq, contructiq 

and op.r&tt.q one or more nuclear deaalt1n1 pla.nt:• to provtde freah 

water to both Arab and Iaraeli territort••• Since a. lar1• INClear 

deaalttng p1am muat alao produce a 1&r1• amount of electric power, 

we will al•• examin.e the moat •conomtc uee of •uch power. 

Such atudle• mu.at, of course, be done within a broad l'eponal 

and economic framework. We will beala by analyalna the economy o! 

uch en.ntry in the re1lon to determine what inpu.'la de■erve hiah••t 

prtert.ti•• for attab:dn1 the objacttv .. aummari.sed in Reaolutton 155. 

lmprowd mana1ement and uae of exl•tins water reeoureea and 

additional auppUea of wat•r and electrie power wtll, of courae, have 



a hi1h priority. We will alao examine the moat economic method• 

of produclq and utn.a water and electric power, taldq into coutde:ration 

the adva.nta1•• to be 1ained from broad reponal cooperation. 

Taldn& into account t.h••• cn,er•all con1ideratton•, we intend 

to follow up the atudy done la■t ■ummer at Oak lllda• ._mintq the 

11eaeray center" concept wtth a lltudy to determine it• appltcabillty 

tn the Middle Eaat. La1t •lUIUlWr '• 1tudy analysed in theoretical 

terms the waya in which it may eventually be feaaible to u■e the power 

from lar1• d\l&l-pvpo■e nuclear power and de1altt.n1 plant• in an 

inte1rated food and indu1uial production complex. Our prepo■ed 

1tudy would apply the concept• developed to the apeciflc conditlon1 

ol the Middle Ea1t. 

A• beneficial and economic project■ of all varieties are 

; dtlntifted, conatderin1 the full rans• of technolopca.1 opportuntti••, 

they can be puraued in whatever way• are con1i■tent with th• political 

situation and with the availability of financial reeourcee at the time. 

In this framework we can determine the fea1ibllity ol ftnan.ciq and 

inatalllng nuclear deaaltiq pl&nta. 

The ecope and locality of our •tu.dies wlll naturally b4t affected 

by the trend of political attitude■ and international relationabip1. We 

may have to conduct them primarily within the United States, but one 

or more of them could include participation by tho■e Middle Eastern 
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cowitri•• and their scienti•t• and technolop1t■ who•• 1overnment■ 

expree• an active interest. 

I am &lad to report, in addition. that we already have useful 

workt.n.1 liaison with ' •lmilarly minded nati~n11,' aa •Ull••ted in 

Re1olutlon 15S. We are worldq throu1h United Nation• a1enei•• 

already deeply eqa.1ed in atudie■ to as ai■t in the development of the 

Middle Ea■tern countrte■• Th••• ageacl•• • of cour1e, have tile 

advanta1e of a more cooperative relation•hip with some eountrie• than 

the United States has. 

A more compl•te outline of theae 1tudi•• which I have diecu1aed 

in this letter i8 beiq pNp&red. 1 believe they will be fully re1poneive 

to the reque1t in Resolution 115. 

Sincerely your•, 



Friday. March 8, 1968 -- 6:00 PM 

Mr. Preaident: 

Attached, for your approval, is a 

congratulatory m uaage on the independence 

of Mauritiua , March 12. 

Approve _ 

Dia approve ---
S'pLllme ---

RPM/EKH/vmr 

W. W. Roatow 

, I fl 
'-', ... 

I 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER RAMOOOLAM -· MAURITIUS 

Dear Mr. Prime Mini■ter: 

The American people join me in ■ending heartleat con1ratulation■ to 

you and the people of Mauritlu■ as you celebrate the birth of your nation. 

Free men everywhere ■hare your joy and hope• on this historic day. 

Your commibnent to democracy and the rule of law 1■ a firm foundation for 

progressive nationhood. Mauritlu1 la determined to provide to her people 

the economic and social advance■ which alone aive meaniq to independence, 

and to aeaume with pride the place of honor reaerved for her in the family 

of nation■• 

It 1■ a special plea■ure for America to welcome Mauritiua aa a free 

and ■overei1n ■tate. We have enjoyed more than 100 year■ of peaceful and 

friendly coneular relation■ with your lovely bland. We look forward to a 

■trengtheniq of these ties a■ Mauritiu■ chart• her own de■tiny. 

My beat per■onal wi■hes to you, Mr. Prime Mini•ter. I know you will 

carry out your heavy re•pon•ibilitiea with wi■dom and couraae. 

Sincerely, 



Mr. Preddellt: 

ACTION 

Fri._y, Mareb 8, 1968 
5 :-&5 p. m. 

Herewith yOIU" appronl requeatacl 
for replatlou 1onrala1 the Padflc 
ullbat Jlahery for the U. S. ud Callada, 1,,,. 

W. W • .aoatow 

Attachrneat (log 907) 

v/;; l;ttt1ts . 

!J.-
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..... ACTION 

Friday, March e. 1968 
5 :45 p . m. 

~ Mr. Pre sident: 

Herewith y0111" appzo~ requested 
for re gulatioas governlng the Pacific:: 
halibut fishery for the U. S. and Canada, 
1968. 

W. W . Rostow 

Attachment (log 907) 

' 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhlnrton, O.C. 20S20 
March 7, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR TilE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Amendment of Pacific Halibut Fishery 
Regulations for the 1968 Season 

Recommendation: 

I recommend that you give routine approval to the 
enclosed regulations governing the Pacific halibut 
fishery for the United States and Canada during 1968. 

APPROVE _____ DISAPPROVE _____ _ 

Discussion: 

You approved the 1967 halibut fishery regulations. 
The only major change in the regulations recommended for 
1968 is a reduction in the catch limit for regulatory 
area 3A. 

The amendments are within the authority of the 
Convention of 1953 between Canada and the United States 
but become effective only after you and the Governor 
General of Canada approve. Canadian approval is 
expected momentarily. 

There are no public relations problems with these 
regulations. The Commission proposes them each year. 
in consultation with all branches of the halibut industry. 

Enclosure: 

~11.ak 
Eugene V. Rostow­

Under Secretary for 
Political Affairs 

Proposed Regulations for 1968. 



INJ"ORMA TION 

JlECllET 

J'rWay, March 8, 1968 
s:,o p.in. 

Mr. Prealcleat: 

Herewith a• 1oo4 an ••••••meat 
of th4t mlud paclflcatloa plcblre •• 
we caa 1•t la Wa•lalqtoa. 

W. w. llo■tow 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIPIIO 
E.O. 123,6, it€. J1lt(;j 

v.n ·te Home~; Feo. 24, ; 985 
~"-~ ., N~ .- ban~ .J -c--l~?.;,-



SECRET 
March 8, 1968 

PACIFICATION ASSESSMENT 

1. Overall estimates are still fragmentary. CORDS has ordered a 
-national survey of its program status--expected about April 1. USAID 
is making a similar assessment--to be completed about the same time. 

2. Many critical indicators are lacking. We have not received HES 
estimates for January or February--and have no hard data on population 
and hamlet control shifts. Additionally, we have no country-wide reports 
on damage to Chieu Hoi centers, re defections, destruction of RD projects 
or village/hamlet defense installations, operations against the VC infra­
structure, attacks on prisons or detention centers and numbers of VC 
prisoners released. 

3. Tentative Conclusion. Pacification is still at a standstill in many 
parts of the · country (notably parts of I Corps and most of IV Corps) 
because of dislocation of pacification resources. But the program is 
slowly getting underway again where Vietnamese military and paramilitary 
elements are returning to the pacification areas. A province breakdown 
follows: 

Provinces reporting paci­
fication seriously affected 

Provinces reporting pacifi- · 
cation moderately affected 

Provinces reporting paci­
fication slightlyr affected 

Total 

13 

16 

15 

44 

Region 
1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Region 
2 

4 

2 

6 

12 

~egion 
3 

3 

4 

4 

11 

Region 
4 

5 

7 

4 

16 

4. Pacification Resources: Initial Impact. At the height of the Tet 
offensive, a number of pacification resources were withdrawn ·by ·GVN 
authorities, primarily to urban areas including province, provincial and 
district capitals. · This included 18 out of 51 ARVN battalions, 109 out of 
208 Regional Force companies, 30 out of 568 Popular Force platoons and 
277 out of 555 RD cadre teams. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.12358, Sec. 3.3 
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5. - Pacification Resources: Status as of March 8 shows a gradual 
return of assets previously committed to pacification. The RD teams 
were reported as for the most part intact. 321 of the 555 teams are now 
back in place with about one-half in planned 1968 locations although many 
of them are engaged in security duties only. Those not yet returned to 
hamlets are performing a security mission or on higher priority needs 
elsewhere such as in the relief effort in Hue. Provincial Reconnaissance 
Units (PR U1 s) are mostly intact, and .serving as paramilitary elements 
in a defense role. No overall information reported on Static Grievance 
Teams. On the military side, ARVN combat loss sustained during the 
Tet offensive may have been made up through active recruiting coupled 
with rounding up Tet absentees, although we do not have information on 
the strength of units. The Mission has reported RF companies at 80 
percent and PF at 85 percent. This is a regional breakout of military 
assets currently- in the ~ount~yside: 

Pre-Tet 
Total 

· Region 
I 

Region 
II 

Region 
III 

Region 
IV 

Post-Tet 
Total 

ARVN battalions 
in support of RD 51 3 16 ·8 

We have no unit location distribution by regions for RF companies 
or PF platoons. One breakdown comparing present for duty 
st!engths with pre-Tet averages of RF-123 and PF-35 is --

RF 

PF 

I 

111 

31 

·!ECRE!' 

II 

96 

25 

Ill 

91 

31 

IV 

96 

30 

36 
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6. Police and Police Field Forces are reported functioning nor­
mally through most of the country. We lack systematic reporting on 
current strengths and deployments. 

7. Count of refugees created by the Tet offensives increased by 
more than 120, 000 this week as refugee workers conducted more pre­
cise surveys. The total now stands at 599,858. Additionally, there 
have been 68, 000 houses destroyed, 4, 866 civilians killed and 19,457 
civilians wounded. 

8. Chieu Hoi total through first week of March is 1, 781 
with 4,081 same period last year. 

compared 

9. Chief economic impact of the Tet offensive on the pacification 
program has been reduction of commercial community confidence and 
·disruption of the marketing system. Stock situation for imported goods 
remains satisfactory and prices have been remarkably steady -- increases 
currently only about 11% above pre-Tet. Most of the major lines of com­
munication are open again, at least part of the time, but incidents occur 
daily on such vital links as National Route -4, and travel is light. There 
are indications that the VC /NV A are targetting on secondary roads and 
bridges to disrupt the countryside and increase urban pressures. Move­
ment of goods along these marketing channels is reportedly increasingly 
difficult because of physical damage and systematic VC attacks on · 
vehicles. 

10. Prognosis: It may take several months to estimate fully the 
extent of the setback; determine which parts of the pr·ogram should be 
re-mounted and where; and get territorial security forces and paci­
fication resources back in place. GVN presence in the countryside 
has clearly suffered, and much manpower and materiel resources 
have been diverted to recovery. Both the interest and the confidence 
of GVN officials who must lead the pacification effort have probably 
suffered, and the work of regaining popular allegiance at village/hamlet 
level will be more difficult. Thieu is now chairing the urban recovery 
effort and Ky is reportedly interested in taking over supervision of 
pacification. The GVN has, we understand, agreed that reconstruction 
and pacification are both priority programs and that RD commodities 
may be used to support construction as long as pacification is not 
hindered . . The tasks may be competitive in terms of men, . materials, 

SECRET 
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and scarce leadership energy; both must be attempted. Many 
problems -- other than military ones -- are likely to hamper 
rejuvenation of pacification. But restoration of security in the 
countryside by offensive action must receive priority. 



ML PRESIDENT: 

-- ·- - ---·-- ----.. 

J'"riclay. Marcil 8, 1968 
2:00 p. m. 

Jun to ••• what it looked lib - - la 
c:a•• yaa ml&)lt con.aider thl• •• one option --
1 llaw drafted a Soatheaat Aaia R.eaobatloa 
ol 1968. You may wleh to dl■cv.a■ lt at l~h ... 
or drop lt 111 the waatebaaket. 

W. W. Jlostow 



(3/8/68) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA RESOLUTION OF 1968 

Whereas there are now major units of the Army of North Vietnam engaged 

in aggressive action in South Vietnam contrary to the Geneva Accords 

of 1954; and 

Whereas there are major forces of North Vietnam engaged in aggressive 

action in Laos and in the transit of Laos with military men and supplies 

in violation of the Geneva Accords of 1962.; and 

Whereas the United States has joined with six nations of Asia and the Pacific 

to frustrate the aggression against South Vietnam and to permit the 

people of South Vietnam to exercise the rights of self-determination 

without external coercion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Congress approves and 

supports the determination of the President, as Commander in Chief, to 

take all necessary measures to defeat the aggression against South Vietnam 

and to restore peace to Vietnam and Southeast Asia at the earliest possible 

time, on terms consonant with our national commitments and interests. 



SECRE'l 

lNroaMA TION 

l'rWar, March 8, 1968 
l:SS p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Henwltb Amir GN4pa•tal' report• 
Oil hl• coaver•atl- wlth Pn•ldeat 
T1'11maa ud fonra'l'd■ a per■eaal 
1rHtba1 &om Prealdeat and Mra. 
Tl'mnan, 

I ba.- marked the pa••&&•• where 
Pre■Weat Tnana• upr••••• Ill• Ylew. 

W. W. Jloatow 

8ECltET 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3A(b) 

\X1iire Hon-.e Guidd~. Feb. 24, _l?~ 
. ~ . N ,\Pf\. On ~ J J.1 
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~;· SECTiET-
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20311 

8 March 1968 

MEMOR~DUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The attached Memorandum for Record 
reports my meeting in Independence, Missouri, 
with President Truman yesterday. (Two 
tentatively scheduled meetings previously 
had been cancelled at his request. ) President 
Truman received the briefing with keen 
interest and close attention. He stressed ·· 
repeatedly his great appreciation for the 
briefing, and for your thoughtfulness in 
arranging it. He sent his warmest regards 
and best" wishes to you. 

-~~~ 
1 Att 

as 
A. J. GOODPASTER 
Lieutenant General. U.S. Army 

l"' ... ·• 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE 
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315 

8 March 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Meeting with President Truman at Independence, 
Missouri, 7 March 1968 

I met with President Truman for one hour at his home in 
Independence, Missouri, on 7 March 1968. (Two meetings tenta­
:tively scheduled previously had been cancelled by Mr. Truman's 
c>ffice at"his request.) During the meeting, I covered the Pueblo 
inc_ident, and gave a general review ·of the war in Vietnam. 

With regard to the Pueblo, I told Mr. Truman that the ship 
was on an intelligence-gathering mission, having left Sasebo, Japan, 
on 11 January, and that so far as is known nothing out of the ordinary · 
occurred until its seizure on 23 January off Wonsan, North Korea. 
I told him that the ship was located in international waters when 
seized, some 15 miles from the nearest land, and that we have no 
information indicated that the ship violated territorial waters at any 
time. Its orders specifically required it to stay at least 13 miles 
offshore. We cannot, of course, be completely certain there was 
no violation until we have access to the crew and the log. It 
appears that much, although perhaps not all, of the classified 
documents and equipment aboard were destroyed. Some of it may 
have been recovered by the North Koreans. I then summarized 
what is being done now through diplomatic channels drawing upon 
information furnished me by Mr. Bromley Smith, including a sum­
mary of the positions currently being taken by the North Koreans 
and by the United States. Mr; Truman had no specific comment on 
the Pueblo matter. 

I next gave him a summary review of the Vietnam war, 
covering in brief outline the geography of the country, the develop­
ment of the war in the last ,few years, the objectives of both sides, 
the principal forces engaged, the general operational plan and major _ 

... efforts ·'q,Ring exe~ted by both sides, · the overall progress being made_ 
up to the1·.rttacks, the Tet attacks and their resulting effects to date, 
the Khe Sanh situation, and the major issues and problem areas that 

: ' 

DECLASSIFIED 
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now exist. Mr. Truman followed the discussion with keen interest 
and close attention. with a number of comments and questions. 

After my explanation of the situation in early and mid- 1 65 
resulting in the introduction of U. S. forces at a time when the 
South Vietnamese were close to defeat. 1'4J;~iiif}~!P.·~iiS&~~~~J:t;~q}t . 
~Yh:g£~j._g_~~t~l:ra·c1:;t:o:b.e.:""Ao:n~i:;i;#;~ijj}~·~pp_~~~ With regard . 
to objectives. I told him that the aim of the North Vietnamese seems 
clearly to be the take-over of South Vietnam and the imposition of 
NVN rule throughout North and South Vietnam, and that their deter­
mination to pursue this objective is shown in the losses and the 
destruction they are sustaining. On our side the President has 
stated our overall objective as seeking an independent, non­
Communist South Vietnam, as well as an honorable peace that will 
leave the people of South Vietnam free to fashion their own institu­
tions ·without terror or intimidation from the North. Military 
obj.ectives to this end include imposing costs on North Vietnam to 
cause them to cease support and direction of the insurgency. defeat 
of the VC and NV A in South Vietnam, and extension of GVN 
dominion over South Vietnam, as well as deterring the Chinese 
Communists from intervention. 

I next reviewed the major forces involved on both sides. Mr. 
Truman was much interested in the fact that the NV A main force 
units now in South Vietnam are larger than the VC units--thus it is 
in no sense a civil war. 

I reviewed the general progress of the war over the past few 
years. noting the increase in population under GVN control from 
one-half in 1965 to two-thirds in 1967. the improvement in the ratio 
of weapons lost from about 1 to 1 in 1965 to 6 to 1 in 1967. I also 
commented on the growth of .. pacification teams and the increase in 
the number of secure hamlets_. Finally I noted the political progress 
evidenced by the election in which more than 80% {more than four 
and a half million) of the registered adults voted. This well dis­
proves any charge that the Vietnamese are indifferent about freedom 
and development. 

I reviewed in outline the principal operations now being 
conducted, including the land campaign in South Vietnam, the B-52 
and other air operations, sea surveillance, the anti-infiltration 
system, the pacification program in South Vietnam, the operations 

2 
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against the lines of communications in Laos, and the air and naval 
operations against North Vietnam. 

I next covered the Tet offensive, bringing out that the attack · 
was launched suddenly during the holiday period; that 5 cities, 35 of 
44 province capitals, 36 district towns, many villages and hamlets 
and some 24 airfields were attacked; that approximately 60, 000 
enemy troops participated of whom 40,000 were killed in the first 
three weeks, and over 5, 000 captured, as well as 10,000 weapons 
lost to us, while 3, 000 South Vietnamese were killed and 1, 000 
U.S. The ARVN units were at half s·trength celebrating Tet, but 
they responded well and bore the brunt of the attack. U.S. forces 
supported in 6 cities, but for a limited number of days except at 
Hue where the battle lasted nearly a month. The losses and other 
effects on both sides have been heavy and severe. On our side, 
60,000 homes were destroyed, many businesses were destroyed 
or damaged, 4700 civilians were killed and 500,000 refugees re­
i;;ulted. The economy has been set back, and pacification hard hit in 
at least 13 provinces, where it may take six months to regain pre­
attack levels. Local government has been disrupted in many areas 
and confidence shaken. ARVN units have been drawn into the cities, 
and the countryside left exposed in many areas. However, on the 
enemy side losses have been severe; no "uprising" occurred as 
anticipated; and a hardened attitude now exists toward the NV /V C. 
The government response has been generally effective, although 
their success in meeting the heavy additional refugee problem is 
yet to b e demonstrated. E.~~~~~~W:~~~ 
anp11~~1;tt>liii'T6r.llne~~oF1:t:~on'i:These-<atta~~~nmreiftiea-zthat~~ 
~ --'- ~-----1.-. ~,,J,"l'.'!;.;.~ ...:.-..... .....,..,1,,.---,::;.-~-,.i -,..,>1:::,,;-.;~.;:,;:,,,~.,,.,,,,...,.+-~:--ITn~>K'ir-~·~'.·· ..... .1.-~-~-.....u~-~~i,Ur,., , 

I next reviewed the situation in the Khe Sanh area, bringing 
out that we have a strong force (4 Marine battalions, heavily re­
inforced} in the_ area, with powerful artillery and air support, and 
with more than 2 divisions available in the northern part of South 
Vietnam as reinforcements if needed. Heavy B-52 and tactical 
air support is being provided. Although the weather handicaps 
logistic support to the Khe Sanh force, our commanders have 
confidence in their ability to deal with enemy attack. ~..,.-~ 
T~~p~-e.Q;lapp'l:eCW-ation~j;.b~rIJim~~~ 
l~~p.&£:op.,p~~aAA;-l~;aw;wNEi:ru'.r~Ji.f,~ 

Finally I gave him a brief survey of some of the major 
issues and problem areas to which our government has been giving 
its attention (and to which it will probably continue to do so}. The 
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first is the pressure to 11 stop the bombing11
• Here I ref erred to the 

President1 s San Antonio formula, and to the risks to our troops if 
the bombing were stopped and the North Vietnamese took advantage 
of the e es s ation. Mr~~ii'uii'i1m:Sa.Yd'lnat~ne:."didnft-.ffi1niZfi':i.vas:l 
p.9.ssibre-:fO:-:gO:-any ---furiner:·lli~a:P-r1£s1dent·h~a:·:gon:e.:J.:n.::J;JJs ?~fer. 
I next mentioned the continuing problem of infiltration of men and 
material _through Laos and Cambodia, and the enemy use of those 
areas as bases. He was gratified to know that we are attacking 
enemy movements and bases in Laos; I told him that the Cambodia 
problem is receiving continuing study. I next mentioned the 
necessity for maintaining the tactical initiative in light of the 
increased forces the North Vietnamese are sending down from the 
north and the possibility that more forces will be needed on our side 
in order to avoid finding ourselves on the defensive. #..f.t"":§:.aj.~ 
~~:=ot;gr:eat-:impor.tlilf~..1:Wo.i.ctrtt~.o.w.n:-0n~ffie---defellsl~l I 
next noted the importance of finding ways of protecting cities and 
the countryside, improving local security and eliminating the 
structure of Viet Cong cells and sympathizers . . This problem, 
together with restoring the momentum of pacification and develop­
ment, is receiving urgent attention of our authorities in Vietnam 
at the present time. 

The meeting ended with P~~Wifui~s.~ 
app:r;.~,ciaa:0u-&9&1~-~mAtw·@¥k4ie&:thr-fathau.gln¼tk!eBiY!riD~._. 

. P<.e~-W4~iiiikhi9'&:-RJ&a 

A. J. GOODPASTER 
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army 
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8 March (1968) 

Dear Mr. President, 

.I?~ring my meeting, with President Truman yesterday, -
Mrs~· Truman was also present. They both asked after you, 
with d_e_ep _feeling, and were gratified at my impression that 
you are. able to bea-r the burdens and h.aras sments of your 
'post. 

Mrs. Truman, with the President joining, asked :that 
I giye you their warmest good wishes for both yourself 

· and· Mrs. Johnson. 

They were most grateful for your thoughtfulness ·in 
arranging Ior the briefing. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) Andrew G. (Goodpaster) 



Mil. PRESmENT: 

INFOR'4.ATION 

Friday. March 8, 1968 
1 :30 p.. m. 

•••• Wiglu Jaat called. Ia coaaectloa with yeaterday•• 
Se-- debate oa Vletaam, he aaid: 

-- for the Coacn•• to iaterveae wltb reapect to the mamber of 
troopt, would be aaprecedeated aad moat IUlWlee; 

-- 011 the otber baad, lt rnay be proper for the Coaan•• to 
vote ou either a new reaolutloa 01' a re,eal of Toalda O.U; 

-- 1t wow.d be quite proper to make thoae wb.o were D.OW 

''wriJl&lal their b&llda," ••aheddlag crocodile tear•," "caterwaallna." 
uad expr••alna their "coacera" to be forced to stand up like mea 
&ad vote one way or the other. He doe• not believe.that, la the 
ead, tllere would be more thaa 12 vote• for the repeal of Toalda 
Gall, e■pec1ally at a tlrne wbea an bnportaat battle was being 
foa,llt; 

-- la addltloa, be thlak• that there are •ome la the Coa,re•• who 
feel lt weald be ceuUt111ioaally proper at Ulla time to haw an 
expreaalca of the will of the Coller•••· 
baa aald be waa aot at.aolately nre la hi• m1ad on tld• matter, 

but be would thlak lt lmportaat -- if pu•lble •• to force the dla•uter• 
to vote rather than nmply make a lot ol DDiH. 

He uad me my mw. I t.tcl him tbat 1 ha.cl ao firm pers-1 
Jdgmeat becaue I did aot kaow ellOllp abom the Coacr•••• l dlc:t tell 
him that I would pua ht■ Yiewa alOIII to the Preeldeat. 

w. w. lloatow 



INr0aMATION 

111:lOI\JaT 

Frbla-,. M.arcb. •• 1968 
1:05 p.m. 

Mr. Pre■ldasat: 

Henwitb Pa-.1 Nltu• • re•poa•• 
to you •••tl• abollt IMtllcopter 
...... pffllw:tl-. 

W. W. lloatow 

WWB.oatow:rln 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O . 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 
\X1rite HOU9: ~ . Feb. 24, 19e3 
BvJ1!=- , NARA, Date .3-2 ,4.;z..,,, 



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY Of DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

5 March 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

You asked whether engine production for helicopters was 
presently scheduled on a six-day-a-week basis. ~~aucffofu 
of T ,v;r:pni-iy·~~"liZ@giliES::a.~af..tn.:rnaxirh'u'm]rat~-•'.achievab°f~~ 
~ .T:-~"~~- ~ 

~~t,Lis;..Pn{t~i~d~~Y-~'Ji/~W.~-~ with a small 
force working the seventh day on bottlenecks or limiting items. 

In order to assure an adequate supply of spare engines, 
and to avoid limiting augmented production of helicopters in 

the future. a~"ffiilli?.~~J2t?.·,~j~~-i~-~~:':1t~1:;J:?:~d{nZ~ffi~ 
~ SR?.c3f Yf:1!!;1~~;..:;i.~-~ !.~f-_il!t_x:J<;>~:~e-~~~~;;.~ ~£~~~~S.~,l;?'Er.~Q.tith 
~~9.tiri:a .. ~ The Secretary of Defense on l March authorized 
the initiation of procurement of long lead time items to 
support expanded production from Charleston, which is 

exµ~cted .. .to-A~g ~~p~.de.l~Y.~i.~r,S~~~ P~d"!.·.~~~~:-l-e;~~f." 
a.~ut~Z°Oo-:a:u".ari'""' . ~ 0:0.~ ,·.·.• .... t,.~ ·'; ; -:: ;~ o'ssibl · ~ ... '""""~ ",. .. ,.;fil.5'".11~~29-Jp..,..,.sma:ff:rn,~= ~1El 

In any event, the increased production of helicopters out-
. lined in my 3 March memorandum to you represents the 
rrmxim~ ~~~'1c1i.u"'W'°~ 1'1'W•eve<l--<lue,;.~1ea.-d--;timP,Jl_. 
-~ .... .:.1~~~~~ "' - ~~ .... ~~ jJ· -. · .•.'..11-i:k.·S,_,,-:..,t,,l f7' j~ t ... ,(~ ~~. 

i~~t1'H;;A\#$tze·~~~#,~~~~~~~~-;U 

D CLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1 9 ... 8, Sec. 3.6 
NL. 1t~ z.s-(.;, 

By e& , "NARA Date -.-J.'-l->/7 

1 5 4 4 
Soa Det ·cont Nl'-.-X-----------------



M.EMOAANDUM FOR THE Pi:t.ESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Pa.aarua SltaaUOA 

INFORMA TlON 

Friday - March 8, 1968 

Th.la 1• where the Panama a1tu.at10D at&Dd• thla morahq: 

1. Pre•ideat Roble• paterday refaMd to appear before the Natloaal 
Aa•emi.ly Commlaaioa con■l .. rlq lmpea~bmeat charge• apbutt 
him. ln•tead he went on televbloa to deaoaDCe the proceedla1•• 
Hi• action make• aay compromlae wlth Oppoaltloa Caadldate 
Arla• that m11ch harder. 

z. Arla• la movlq ahead on impeachmeat wUh 1reat caution. He 
ha• not been able to mar shall the popwlar ••pport he anllclpated. 
He ha■ aat aaiDecl the 1,acklaa of the NaUoul Guard. So he le 
heal.tam to p119h tllroap on lmpeachmeat be "IUlot eaforce. 

3. National Guard CC1mma1Miar Vallarlao maiatalna hi• neutral 
poaltloa and la keeplD& the two lacUoaa apart. 

"• ArcWa.bop Claftl b erganlalng a acm-partlaa ''third force" 
of bl&■bae•• and civic leader• to try to br.laa the two aide• 
to1ether -- or to take over the 1overameat 1l no compromlao 
1• reached aad the National Guard decide■ to dlaaelye the 
Natloaal AaaemWJ and depo•• Roble• aa the oaly wa, oat of 
thelmpaaH. 

s. Colombia. at oar su11eation., baa agreed to approach Arch­
blahop Clawl with the Idea ol gett1D1 RoW.ea a11.d Arla• to aak 
£or oataid• electoral obaervera. li thia idea can be combbaed 
with medlatioa by the 'Wrd force" groap, we may have a 
lornwla whidl will be fac•-••lna for both aide■ alld help 1n 
gettiaa rea•o•bly bouat elec:t1ona ba May. 

DEC LA C'SlFI ◄: D 

E.O. 1295 , cc. 3.6 
NL.J .....:J.::.~:::....;;.._---

By c.Jr- , ate1/-L-9? 
W. w. Roatow 



DECI .. ASSIFIED 
E.O. t 2958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J qt,;, -;,~ 

By ch , NARA Dat 11-1-9'7 
-G0WR.9EN'Pi.hL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reply to Greek Prime Mini•ter 

~ f 
ACTION ;,,-,----

Friday, March 8, 1968 

A few days ago, the Greek Ambaaaador delivered the attached 
message to you from Papadopoulos. It's encouragement on Vietnam; we 
as aume he ju1t wantl to keep a line open to you. State recommends the 
attached reply. 

The Ambaaaador ur1ed ua to ease back into a normal rel&tionahip 
and not let the t•mporary mllttary takeover obacure our baaic friendehip 
and anti-Communist alliance. The repme i■ on the riaht course and 
needs our support. 

The main issue now is whether we turn on the military aid spigot 
a little more. Nick Katzenbach has given Luke Battle a go-ahead to begin 
aOW1din1 out the Congress cautioualy, but it will be a while before we're 
ready for dechion. 

We are expectin; a noiay few day■ on thh and other Greek iaaues 
because Andrea.a Papandreou will be here apeaklng to the ADA dinner 
tomorrow ni;ht, on TV Sunday and with varioua Congreaaional and private 
groups next week. Andrea• ha■ organised a "front•• of exiles to puah out 
the military ;overmnent, and he will undoubtedly turn the heat on us for 
1upport. Luke Battle will see him Saturday, but we will see how bard he 
preasee before arranatng other appointment•. 

The ia ■ue Andrea• po•e• is whether we try to restore Greek 
conatitutional government by backing him or by worklng to apeed the junta 
in that direction. Andrea■ and hi• follower■ claim they alone can bring 
liberal government to Greece. The j\1Dta clairna Andrea• is the Communilts' 
frontrunner. 

The issue would be 1eriou• if Andreu had any proapect of upsetting 
the repme. But entirely apart from whether we trust him or not, we have 
no evidence that he can even unite the Greek exile■, let alone ouat a firmly 
entrenched government. We think our only practical choice ia to work 
with the repme a.a it movea toward a new constitution over the next few 
month•. The attached letter is aimply a harmle1s way of keeping our entree. 

App...,,. ✓ 3,/llj,1 
W. W. Roatow · 

Dleapprove __ _ 

Call me ---- GONFIBli?fffAl.J 



ROYAL GREEK EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON, O . c . 

February 27, 1968 

Mr. President, 

The Greek nation breathlessly follow.!. the 
present dra":latic pllase in the fierce struggle which 
l.r.lerican forces, vangu~rds of freedom, are conductin~ 
in Vietna.11. 

P.ast experience ri1akes Greeks particularly 
sensitive in appre~iating the 1neaning of the sacrifice 
sustained by the noble youth of America in fighting to 
deter wanton corr.r.:.1u:list aggression as well ~s its i.!npact 
to the·free world. 

Both the people and the Go-..·ernmeot of Greece, 
. full of admiration for the moral persevei-cnce with 

which the United States of America fulfill their great 
mission, wish a ::.peedy and coIHplete victory of American 
arr.s, for the sake of liberty and peace thl'oughou·;; 
the world. 

Accep~, ~!r .. Pre.sident, the renetied assurances 
of my high~st consitle~ation. 

The President, 
The ~""hi te lio:.ts e, 

Washington, D0 C. 

Geo~ge Papadopoulos 
(Prime }:inister) 

~uthortty L,.'l 'tc; .. ;;i, 
~, 1c/it2p -ARA. Oat 



SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Prime Mlni•t•r: 

Thank you for your kind letter of February 2 7 

concerninc the importance of our effort• to eupport the 

1overnmant and people of South Viet .. Nam in their 1trua1l• 

to defend themaelve• from Communi1t a11re11ion. 

The military effort■ 'by the United States, the 

South Vletname■e and the :Free World allie• are de•lgned 

to achieve a Ju1t· and dur&ble peace. We &bo seek to help 

the South Vietnam.e1e people develop their nation. 

It wae indeed 1ratifyina to receive your expression 

of aupport for our efforts in the cauae of freedom. 

Hie Excellency 
Geor1e Papadopoulo■ 
Prime Minister of Greece 
Athena 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnaon 

')"~r w .;:, ~. ?;'~ r: ) j ,c,..._. J ..1 I , , .- ,..IL,.I 

E.( . 12958, cc. 3.6 
NL.J q6 -~s:i..., 

By C,b- , NARA Date U·t-97 

1si 
-----



Friday. March B. 1968 

Mr. President: 

Thi• ha• been a bard day in the 1old and foreip exchange 
market•. 

The gold pool ■uffered it■ third W11•■t lo••• 
$1 79 millio11. 

The Britiah loat $ l 7Z million aupporting ■terUas. 

The Canadian• ued $26 million to brlq the 
Canadian dollar up a few polnta; they had hoped 
it would ri■• without official aupport. followin1 
announcement of Canada'• exemption from our 
balance of paymenta program. 

_ Speculation i• uaally at it• peak on Frtclaya. on the belief 
that action on exchaqe rate■ or the price of gold i• moat likely to 
occur on a weekend when market• are cloeed. 

Bill MartiD la meetb11 with the central banker■ in Geneva 
over the weekend. Demba1 i• comiD1 back Saturday •••aiaa from 
talk• with monetary official■• 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J t/&, -:i.t;-;;_ 

By e& , NARA Date 11-1~7 

~ 
ERF:MWG:mst 

iliCl\B'P 

W. \V. Roatow 



Friday. March 8, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Pre•idential Determination on Shift of AID Fund• 

AID doe• not have enough money in lte adminlatratlve account to 
meet additional coat• of admial•terillg the program in Viet-Nam. The 
Forelp Aeaiatance Act authorize• tranafer of funds up to $9 million to 
the Adminiatratlve Ezpeaae• account from Supportiq Aaai■tance funde. 
Preaidential determination l ■ reqvJ.red. 

The authority for thi• baa exiated aince 1966 and baa been uaed 
each year. 

Bill Gaud aak• your authorisation to tranafer $8 million for tbia 
purpoae. U further review indicate• le•• la needed, only the lower 
amount will be traaaferred. 

The Bureau of the Bud1et (Charle• Zwick) concura. 

I recommend you aign the attached determination. 

W. W. Roatow 

Attachment 

Approve 

DlaapproYe ____ _ 

Call me 



TA·E WHITE: HOUSE 

·1VASHING~OrJ 

MEMORANIXJM FOR THE AIMINISTRATOR 
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Presidential. Determination 
No. 68-5 

SUBJECT: Determination under Section 610 of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as ai:iended, (the "Act"), to transfer up to 
$8.0 million of Supporting Assistance funds to Administrative 
Expense funds -

In accordance ~ith the recommendation in your memorandum of February 20 
I hereby determine, pursuant to Section 610 of the Act, that it is 
necessary for purposes of the Act that up to $8.0 million appropriated 
under Section 402 of the Act be transferred to, and consolidated· wit h, 
appropriations made under Section 637(a) of the Act, subject to the 
limitation that funds so transferred shall be available solely for 
administrative expenses incurred in connection with programs in Vietnam. 
I hereby authorize such transfer and consolidation. 

You are requested on my behal.f to give prompt notice of this dete:rn.ination, 
pursuant to Section 634(d) of the Act, to the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate and to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

i ----- - - - ---- --------- - -



-COHFH>ltN fiAL ' 
Friday, March 8, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Argument■ Used Again■t Administration in Senate Debate, 
Thursday, March 7 

Senator Fulbright 

Jt, 

(1) Constitutional issue -· Executive ha■ no right to extend the war 
without debate or coneideration by Congress. 

(Z) Tonkin Gulf Re■olution - - Like any contract baeed on misrepre­
sentation, in my opinion, h null and void. 

(a) The Maddox and Turner Joy were engaged in intelligence 
activities. 

(b) Lack of adequate proof that the alle1ed attack (Augu■t 4) in 
fact took place. 

(3) Oue■tions quoted from Wa■hington Post Editorial: 

(a) What will we do with the initiative/Ve gain lt? 

(b) What is to ■top the enemy from trying to gain it back? 

(c) l■n't there a limit to additional forces where the r-i1J1c. of 
wider war outweigh■ any conceivable gain in ■ecurity or 
■tability in South Viet-Nam? 

(4) The Senate ■hould in■iat on being informed about any widening 
commitm.ent and have a chance to debate any such commitment■. 

(5) The circum■tance ■ of the presentation of the Tonkin Gulf Resolu­
tion prevented any meaningful debate. 

(6) The Tonkin Gulf Re■olution wa■ obtained under "fal■ e preten_ses 
on mittaken fact■• " 

COM-FIDBN'i'IAL . 
D.FL ":"-T D 

E.O. 1.::.:,5•, , ~'t. r . 3.1th) 
\X'hi te l; , .: : r , ·: 1. '. · • ,......,, 1·m. 24, 1983 

B~- 149= , P.'~ 1 • D:1r1. ..f ?..(.-f ,::-



..GON:FlfJEN'TIAL 

Senator Ca•• 

(1) Unexplained difference• in report• on Viet-Nam by "dl■lntere■ted 
ob■ervera" and media reporter• on the ~n• hand and the "olflctal optlmlem 
report•" !rom the Admlni■tratlon. 

(2) I■ the war winnable without the de■truc:tlon of South Viet-Nam and 
of much of America• ■ mi1ht? 

(3) The Admlniatration mu■ t juatlfy any conclu■ion that additional 
commibnent■ will not be ■elf-defeattn1 and cau■e 1reater di■a■ter. 

Senator Miller 

(1) In 1966, "of the thou■and■ of eortiea flown over North Viet-Nam, 
lee• than 1 ~ were directed at key Chief of Staff tar1eta." 

(2) The Adminl■tratlon mu■t tell the Senate and the people why ''we 
mu■t be endurtn1 a prolonged war policy. 11 

Senator Hatfield 

( l) Need for clarification of war declaration and war making power■ 

under the Con■titution. 

(Z) Con1r••• must be a partner in war malda1. 

The Senator referred to hie re■olutlon (Senate Concurrent Re■olution 63) 
which he introduced ■everal day• ago. Text of the reeolutlon 1• attached. 

Senator Church 

(l) A■la ie "an endleae mora••" and the day of We■tern control of 
Aelan affairs ha■ pa■aed. 

(2) We atand ready to "plunge ■till deeper in Aeia" 1'i!hel'tt.1a~1• popu­
lation• wait to engulf ue, and legion• of youn1 American■ are bein1 
beckoned to their grave■." 

(3) We ■hall soon run out of men and money. 

·-CONFWEN'f'IAL -



Senator Robert KeDDedy 

( l) No li1ht at the end of the tunnel. 

(2) Sendln1 more troop■ or illcrea■iq the bombln11• not the an1wer 
ln Viet-Nun. · 

(3) •~re we like the God of the Old Te■tament, that we can decide in 
Wa■hin1ton., D. C, what cttle■, what town■, what hamlet■ in Viet-Nam 
are 1oins to be de■troyed? " 

(41 Do we ban the authority to kill tea■ and ten■ of thou■and1 of 
people becau■e we ■ay we have a commitment to the South Vletname■e 
people? 

(5) Have the Vietnam••• people been con1ulted on the future'f 

(6) Couldn't the OP-rman■ or lluaaian■ ju■tlfied their aggre■■lon 
with the 1ame argument - - that they needed territory for their own 
protection? 

('7) What can more troop■ accompll■h that l ■n 't bein1 accompll■hed 
by tho■e that are already there? 

(8) What are the people of Viet-Nam wl1Un1 to do for them■elvea? 

19) Are we going to ■ay -- a, we are now 1ayin1 ... that South Viet­
Nam doe■n't have to draft it• own 1&-and 19-year-olda? 

(10) Should we juat ■tand by and watch when the Vletname■e Army 

lo~se■ ? 

(11) South Vletname■e youth are 1Nyin1 deferment■ from draft board■• 

(12) Stealin.1 in Beaumont, Texa1, hn't caualng the death of American 
boy•. 

{ 13) Col'naption - - do we have to accept lt? 

(14') 11 our commitment to Thleu or Ky or to whom? 

(lS) ''What we have been doing l ■ not the an■wer -- it la l~oral and 
,.v 
untolerable to continue tt. " 

CON'.rlt>ENTLt .. L -



-•-
. CQNFWEN'F!KL 

Senator Fulbright 

(l) Viet-Nam doesn't threaten the •ecurity of the United Stat••· 

Senator Ha1ko 

(1) War is cau•in1 atock prices to fall and hurting bu•ineaa. 

(2) The economic •yatem of the United States h in dan1er of 
collapein1 becau•e of the Viet-Nam war. 

(3) Are we fl1hting communhm In Viet.Nam? If •o, why don't 
we fi1ht it In Cuba? Why not liberate "the people of Communiat China?" 

Senator Fulbright 

( 1) Additional troop• will mean •upplemental reque•t• of 10-15 billion 
dollar• - - all added upon a deficit. 

Senator Mansfield 

(1) We are at the wrong placo, flghtin1 the wrong kind of war. 

(Z) The domino theory le a cliche. 

(3) We •hould try harder for peace on the Diplomatic front. 

(4) The Tet offen•ive was a confirmation of atalemate. 

W. W. Ro•tow 

WWR: WJJ:pas: 3 / 8/ 68 
CONFIDEN l'IAL 



OO·mCONGRESS s CON RES 63 
2D SESSION • • • 

IN '£HE SENA'f~J OF '£HE UNI'l'ED STAT~JS 

FEBilUAilY 28, 1968 

. Mr. - l-!ATFU:LD submitted the following concurrent resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 
,vhereas extension by the United States of the Vietnam ground 

war beyond the limits of South Vietnam could constitute a 

widening of the conflict beyond the intended authorization 

of ,the Gulf. of Tonkin Resolution: Therefore, be it: 

1 Resolved by the Senate ( the House of Representatives 

2 concurring) That it is hereby declared to be the sense of the 

3 Congress that if the President determines tha.t it is vital to 

4 the interests of the United States to extend the Vietnam 

5 ground war beyond the limits of South Vietnam, the Presi-

6 dent should first obtain full participation in this decision by 

7 the United States Senate and House of R~presentatives. 

V 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHINOTON 
Friday, March 8, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith possible notes for your talk with student editors at l :30 p. m. 

1. Vietnam 

Begin by making case against our Vietnam policy: 

-- We have been fighting on large scale since mid-1965 -- 2-1/2 years: 
a half-million Americans are engaged: the end is not in sight. 

-- There is great civilian suffering in Vietnam. 

The war is expensive in resources and divisive at home. 

Many citizens of countries traditionally friendly_ to us disagree with our policy. 

We have great domestic problems that need more resources and more attention.. 

What is the answer to these searching arguments? 

1. This nation decided that the freedom and independence of Southeast Asia 
was a national interest of the United States. Every bit of current evidence in­
dicates that the Asian Communists seek control of the whole area right now: 
not only Vietnam, but Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, Burma. In all these countries 
there are substantial Communist military operations going forward designed 
to overthrow the governments. There is no one in Asia who does not understand 
that what is at stake in Vietnam is the future freedom and independence of the 
Asian countries. 

2. On the basis of our commitment and that of the other allies, this Free Asia 
is going forward with great vitality and beginning for the first time in history 
to cooperate. In short, we must keep clearly in mind that the outcome of the 
struggle in Vietnam will determine substantially the future of the part of the 
world where two-thirds of humanity lives. 

3. If the United States were to fail or pull out of Vietnam, where could our 
word be trusted? Here is what Edward Heath, leader of the opposition party 
in the House of Commons, said the other day, and we know this is also the basis 
for the policy of the British Government: 

"If the South Vietnam administration were to collapse entirely and the 
United States were unable to form an administration there, if the United 
States will were to break, the impact on South Vietnam or even further 
slaughter would be obvious," he declared. 11But the impact on Southeast 
Asia would be just as wide as anybody in this House has ever described. 
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11 The impact inside the United States would, of course, be a period of 
bitter recrimination, with savage presidential elections added to racial 
problems, alas, which would undermine morale and would then affect 
the United States in Europe. This is where the question comes back to 
our doorstep in this country ••.• 

11 The Soviet Union would once again exert pressure on the pressure points. 
Those two main points would be the Middle East and Berlin. 11 

4. Staring at this difficult problem -- with every desire and interest in 
keeping American forces at home and our resources channeled to domestic 
purposes -- President Eisenhower, President Kennedy, and I all decided 
that it is a major national interest of this country that this area remain free. 

5. Most of you were born about 20 years ago, just about the time when 
President Truman made the decision -- backed by the Congress -- that we 
would have to help nations keep their independence against the thrusts and 
pressures being mounted against them by Communism. Those days of the 
Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan must seem a very long time ago. 
I am sure it is right that you should question the policies developed by the 
older generation, that you should make a fresh assessment in your time. 
In making that assessment, however, you must look back.to our whole exper­
ience in this century: 

-- How- we tried for three years in the First World War to believe that 
it was not our affair; but then understood that our nation would be endangered 
if the Kaiser won and the Atlantic were in his hands, so we fought in a great war; 

-- How we tried isolationism again all the way down to the fall of France 
and the Battle of Br_itain; then there was Lend Lease; but it was only Pearl 
Harbor that made it clear to us that we could not separate our security --
our fate -- from that of the peoples of Europe and Asia; 

-- Just before most of you were born, we had an election in November 
1946 in which the central themes were: bring the boys home, and get rid of 
meat rationing. Again, there was an isolationist fever; but before Europe 
and Asia collapsed, President Truman -- with full Congressional support -­
set about stopping aggression before it had gone so far that there would be a 
Third World War. 

6. This is the point I want most to make to you: We are not engaged in 
Vietnam, or elsewhere in the world, to build an empire or to throw our weight 
around. We are there because we have learned in this whole century that if 
aggression succeeds, it leads to a bigger war. 
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7. I do not believe that if the things Mr. Heath predicted began to happen, 
after we had pulled out of Vietnam, that this country would sit idly by. We 
would come plunging back as we saw the consequences for Asia, the Middle 
East, and Europe. But in a world of nuclear weapons, we cannot afford to 
come in late when aggressors are fully committed. 

Now a final word before your questions. 

8. The burden of frustrating aggression in Europe, Asia, and elsewhere 
has been heavy. But we have not carried it alone. We helped the Greeks at 
the end of the 1940 ts; but they carried the main burden of struggling for their 
independence. We took many casualties in Korea; but it was the South Koreans 
who took the heaviest burden. In Vietnam they have 700,000 men under arms, 
which would be the equivalent in the U.S. of about 9 million. It is they primq.rily 
who are struggling for their independence. 

In NATO there are 14 of us. In Vietnam there are 7 of us. Similarly, when 
th~re has been trouble in this hemisphere, we have .operated either bilaterally 
·with countries who have defen.ded themselves against Communist intrusion, or 
collectively through the OAS. 

And so it is in the constructive works of these years: in trade, in monetary 
affairs; in assistance to developing nations. 

When there is a Berlin crisis, it is true Asians may not be terribly concerned; 
when there is an Asian crisis, Europeans may not be terribly concerned • . When 
there is a crisis in the Caribbean or guerrillas in the Andes to be dealt wit~, 
Europeans and Asians may not be greatly concerned. 

But my main point is simply thi·s: We have been building a world of partnerships 
in both defense and the works of peace and progress. Despite all- the .da!lgers 
and turbulence of this nuclear and post-colonial period, we have avoided a major 
war thus far and helped build many islands of stability and progress: in Western 
Europe; in Latin America; in Asia; and some even in young, turbulent Africa. 

At this time of history we certainly cannot do the job alone -- and we should 
not try to do the job alone. But never forget that at this time in history our 
country is a critical part of the equation. If we falter or waver or withdraw, 
the constructive enterprises we have built for 20 year.s could come down around 
us and this nation could be in mortal peril. 

W. W. Rostow 



ACTION 

SliOH'f-/SENSITIVE/LftEltALLY EYES ONLY Frlclay, March 8. 
10:15 a. m. 

Mil. PllESIDENT: 

Wltb reapect to your telephwd illatructloaa: 

1. Bill :r ordea la nmmarialag the Vletllam arpmeat■ la the Coapa■doaal 
Record. 

2. I recommead that yoa meet with Secretariea Rusk aad Cllfford on the 
lanea yOll ralNd. with thla apnda: 

A. .Acldldoaal troopa: the io,ooo. aad can tlaey be kept wttbla s2s.ooo celllq? 

C. Mla■ioa to Saigon: 
-- Clifford? 
-- Yuace? 
-- CUfford. Vaace 1 Taylor? 

D. Term• ol reference ol. mla■loa to Salaoa: 
-- What can the SOGth Vletlaame■e be lndw:ed to do? 
-- Wut are the pro.ct■ la the battle for the aext two moatha? 
-- What abollt troope beycaad the 20. 000? 

E. A Coapa■alonal .Re ■olv.tlon: Reeal TODlda Gulf? 

J. For what lt la wonb, here are my Ula.pta: 

-- The critical dedaloa cunot await a aecoad trip to Sa11~ that la, 
the 20, 000 plu the renrve call-.ap. I am 110t ave it u. to be the full 
400 • 000 plu INlld-ap; altlloagb that la what the C4Mlllh'y ued■• A HCoad 
trip to Sa11aa. before a dedeloa la made oa the WhHler trip. woald be 
taba aa a ■la• of 1reat weabutaa la tba midat of a critical battle. 

-- The beet man to make the trip wo.ald be Clark, becaue lt'• hl• Job. 
Aad cOllftdence that be uaderataad• the ■ituatioa on the •pot l• lrnportuat 
for him to do bla Job. OthendH. Cy Vaace -- ort perbapa, both. 

-- The cCN.tltry badly need• a Prealdeatial declnoa -- evell lf oaly an 
laterlm decialon -- and a Pre•ideatial apeeda.. 

-- Diecu.aeioa of -- or at lea■t clecieloa on -- new •tratep•• 

ahowd await the outcome of the aext two montha of critical battle. 

WWR:mz 
Set llp 1Deetln& __ _ No -- Call me -- W.W. Roatow 
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l"rlday, March a. 1968 - - 9:05 a. m. 

At Kha Suah: 

-- a ••coad c-...catlve 1ood weataer 
4ay; 

3204 l'oaad■ 1r, • ...,. artllleryt 
95 eanny; 

•• 321 •ortlea; 42 B-SZ'•: 

-- 221 toa• delmred; 

-· 5 U. s. woWMlecl. 

lY. W. lloatow 

SSGR.ET 

WWRoatow:rln 
DEUASSIFIED 

Authority 6736-/4%., /v -/? -?cf' 

By (#2 / Jf _ NARA. Date __g-.:f-,y .,2-.,, 
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Friday, March 8, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT. OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-three on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 7, 1968. 

Excellent flying conditions continued at Khe Sanh for the 
second consecutive day, with seven mile visibility. High ceilings and 
broken clouds favored fixed and rotary wing aircraft support. Fire 
support elements, suppressing enemy firing positions and firing on 
targets of opportunity, expended a total of 3204 rounds of mix ed artillery 
and mortar with excellent target coverage reported. Enemy anti-air 
incidents continued yesterday with eight aircraft fired on and two receiving 
hits. 

Enemy activity was comparatively light at Khe Sanh. Enemy 
incorrung artillery, rocket and mortar rounds comprised most of the 
enemy activity. A total of 95 rounds of mixed incoming fell during the 
24-hour period, causing injuries to five Marines, four of whom required 
evacuation. As a result of a rocket round impacting on the airstrip, the 
runway was temporarily closed to fixed wing aircraft. Repairs were 
completed by 9:00 AM. At 1:45 PM, an air observer spotted several North 
Vietnamese Army in bunkers and trenches 17 kilometers north of Khe Sanh. 
A controlled air strike succeeded in killing five North Vietnamese Army. 

Elsewhere within northern Quang Tri Province enemy incoming 
slackened somewhat, but ground activity increased. A total of 10 rounds of 
mortar fell near Camp Carroll during the period, causing injuries to five. 
At ll:00 AM yesterday, the Marines in Napoleon/Saline received 12 rounds 
of artillery, resulting in two killed and six wounded and evacuated. At 
8:30 AM this morning, the Dong Ha combat base received 80 rounds of mixed 
rocket and artillery resulting in 13 killed and 26 wounded. 

Significant ground contacts were recorded yesterday in northern 
I Corps as the Marines, working in conjunction with AR VN elements, made 
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contact with an estimated three company size enemy force, 4 1/2 
kilometers north of Dong Ha. Contact continued until 7:00 PM 
with artillery and air strikes being employed. Initial casualty 
amounted to 115 killed. Initial casualty figures are two killed and 7 6 wounded. 

In a similar all day contact, the Marines engaged an 
unknown size enemy force on the south bank of the Cua Viet river. 
Preliminary friendly casualties are 13 killed and 48 wounded. Enemy 
casualties are unknown. Fifteen North Vietnamese A:rmy bodies were 
discovered in what appears to have been an enemy first aid shelter just 
north of the Cua Viet river. 

At 10:10 AM yesterday, the Marines fired 23 rounds of mortar 
on aknown enemy firing position 1500 meters north of Con Thien, and 
observed three secondary explosions. An air observer spotted an enemy 
active mortar position with North Vietnamese Army occupying t r enches 
and bunkers, l 1/2 kilometers northeast of Con Thien, A controlled air 
strike on the position resulted in 13 North Vietnamese A:rmy killed. The 
mortar position was destroyed along with 200 meters of trench line. 
Another air observer controlled air strike four kilometers north of Ca.-np 
Carroll destroyed two mortars and killed three North Vietnamese Army. 
At 3:10 PM, an air observer adjusted a fire mission on enemy mortar 
positions, at approximately the same location, resulting in the complete 
destruction of the mortar positions and the killing ~f four North Vietnamese 
A:rmy. 

One COFRAM mission was fired expending ten rounds with 
undetermined results. 

Marine aircraft flew 134 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the 
Air Force flew 117, and the Navy 70 for a total of 321 sorties. Bomb damage 
included four gun positions destroyed, 13 secondary explosions, 28 
secondary fires, 35 bunkers destroyed, 21 structures destroyed, one mortar 
position destroyed, six road cuts, and one armored vehicle damaged. Seven 
ARC LIGHT strikes comprising 42 sorties were flown. Two of the strikes 
were against close-in targets. From the previous period additional bomb 
damage includes 14 secondary explosions, .100 foxholes destroyed, and several 
trench lines destroyed. 

SECRE'L. 
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During the period 221. 5 short tons of supplies a nd 21 
passengers were flown into .Khe Sanh. Fifty-three resupply sorties 
were flown on March 7. C-130 1s flew 11 air drops, 42 helicopters 
air-landed. 

For the next 24 hours 268 tactical air sorties are scheduled 
to support K.he Sanh. Three ARC LIGHT strikes, 18 sorties, are 
scheduled. The remainder of the force will hit targets in Thua Thien 
a gainst suspected enemy concentrations. However, the scheduled Thua 
Thien strikes can be diverted to the K.he Sanh area on two hours notice. 

The weather forecast for .Khe Sanh is for continued good 
visibility from late morning on March 8 with skies clear to scattered. 

~ECR:Elf' 
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THE N1-t dONAL MILITARY COMMAND Ca. .• fER 
WASHINQTON, o.e. ao,o, 

8 March 1968 
0700 EST 

MUMORANDUM FOR 1'HE WHITfi HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at l<he Sanh a.s or 8: 00 PM EST 
7 Mar (9:00 AM 8 Mar, SVN time) 

l. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
status as of the above time is as follows: 

PREVIOUS STATUS 

,,.,, 
Y . 

DAYS SUPPLY 8: 00 PM 6 Mar EST. 
ON HAND (9:00 AM .7 Mar §VN) 

CLASS I (Rations) 

Meal, Co~bat, Individual 
B Rations 

CtASS III ·(Fuol) 

Aviation Gas· (AVGAS) 
JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 
Diesel 

CLASS V (Ammunition) 

a. High explosive 

60-mm mortar 
81-mm mortar 

· 90-mm (Tank) 
4. 2" n101·tar 
105-mm howitzer 
155-mm howitzer 

b. Anti-Tank 

90-mm HEAT 
66-mm Rocket (l.AW) 
Anti~tank mines (M-15) 
Anti-tank mines (M-19) 
Anti-tank mines (M-Zl) 
106-mm HTIAT 

18 
8 

3 
8 . 

9.3 
7 

43 
22 

108 
43 
22 
16 

106-mm recoilless ri(lo (HfiP-T) 
3.5" rocket 
90-mm AP-T 

_____ ,_ -• -~•• I•--• 

~ . 

19 days 
9 days 

3 days 
8 days 

9.9 days 
8 days 

43 da)'S 
22 days 

102 d.ays 
4S days 
22 days 
16 days 

ROUNDS ON HAND 

1,202 
3.~oo 

168 
668 

0 
154 

1,724 
1,68.2 

329 

. :, 
. •·t 

J 
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c. Anti-Personnel 

106-mm BEEHIVE 

CLASS V (COFIWQ · 

lOS•mm howit7.er 
. 1S5-nun howitzer 

40-rnm grenade launcher 
Ha1)d gren~des 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 6 Mar EST 

·oN HAND ( 9 ~ o o AM. 7 Mar SVNl 

s 
s 
s 

10 

ROUNDS ON' HAND 

1,027 

S days 
S days 
s days 

10 days 

z. On 7 March, Kho sanh was -resupplied with 221.s tons as 
follows: 

CLASS I 
CLASS II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 

· \CLASS V-. 
Miscellaneous 

Distribution: 

SECDEF 
DEPSECDEF 
CJCS (3) . 
DJS (3) 
J-30 . 
J-31 
J-32 
J-53 
J-4 
AWR 
MCCC 
AFCP 
NFP 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DIV · 
PAC DESK 

~T 

L 

48 tons 
6.5 tons 

0 tons 
s.s tons 

159.S tons 
2 tons 

~RAM~· 
Rear Adm.iral. USN 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

. ·; 

. : 

i . 

·' 
' J 



Tbv.raday, March 8, 1968 

.MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Meetta1 with Lord Avon (Anthony Eden) noon 
Friday, March 8 

Avon will be in Wa•hinaton only for ·the day, arrivin& from bia 
winter home in Barbadoa. He will be Secretary Rusk's guest for 
lunch. He ia acheduled to •peak at Cornell Univeraity next week. 

Avon ma.de the followtna point• in an article pulaliahed in the 
.January 6 New York Times entitled "Diplomatic Way ()Qt of Vietnam": 

.. Today'• 1oal should be the reconventna of the Geneva 
Conference and a n.eaottated settlement; 

- The Ruaaiana could play a key role but are J10t ahow­
ina intere■t in doina ao; 

- Soutbeaat A•iaaa. broadly 1pealda1, welcome U.S. 
aupport and are ■uapt.cioua of China; 

- Tboae who atate the fiahtinl will end without a 
aegotiated ■ettlement are only prolon1iq the war; 

- There ii no pro■pect for complete victory for either 
aide. 

Avon would be particularly interested in your views on Vietnam. 

You may wiab to ask him about: 

- Britain' e future world role in light of the recent 
defense cutbacks; 

.. The UK and the EEC; 

- The capacity of the Wilaon Government to defend 
aterlin1. 

A brief bio1rapbic sketch ia attached. 

W. W. Ro■tow 



The Earl of Avon 
(Sir Aatboay Eden) 

Lord AYOa wa■ hora in Juae 1897 and edl&Cated at Eton aad Oxford. He 
••ned In the Bdtiah Army dvba1 World War I and waa decorated with 
the Military C•o••• He entered Parliament at the a1• of tweaty-■tx. 

Avon ro■e rapidly thro111h the ParUameatary rallk• and ia 1931 waa 
apptttllted Uader Secl'etary of State for F~r•tp Affair■• H• became 
Foretp Secret:a!"y ha December 1935. 

Av.n wa■ m■nuntmtal ia llavt.a1 the Leap• of NaUon■ uadertak• 
Undted ■anetlou a1at.ut Italy dutq the Ethiopl&a War. He r••i1Md from 
office la•F•bnary 19)8 beeaua he dtaa1r•ttd with Prl m• Mlniater Chamb•r­
lala' • appea■•meat poUcl••• 

Avoa rejetaecl hi• World Wai, I repmeat ■ix month■ before the ov.tltreak 
of World War II. Ia September 1939 he accepte4 Chamberlain'• r .. aeat to 
rejoin the Govermneat as Secretary of Stat• for Dominion. Affair•. 

He waa &ppotatecl Secl"etary ol State for War lty Churchill in May 1940 
aacl Forelp Sec.retal'y la December. He remained l'orelp Secretary until 
Jwy 1945 when the Ch:ureblll Goverament waa defeated. 

He waa reappolated to the poat of Fuetp Sec•etary with Churchill'• 
retul'1l to power in 1951 aad bffam• Prim• Minlater in April 1955 after 
Cluarchill 1 

• r••l-tlon. 

la the ■umm•r of 1954 Avon acted•• Co-Cbairmaa of the Geneva 
Coaf•r•nc e on lndochma. 

He reaiped a• Pdme Mhll•t•r b1 Jaauary 1957 becau■e of. a recurrence 
of illne•• cau■ed in pal't lty th• ■traba ol th• 1956 Sues crlala. Shortly 
afterward■ lle retired from. the Hou■e of Commons. He wa• mad• an Earl 
in 1961. 

Lord Avon ia an Honerary Doctor of a number of univer■itl•• and 
Preaideat of th• Royal Shakeapeare Theatre. In 1954 he reoelved the 
Carne1t• FO'l&Ddatlon• • Peace Prise. 

Lord Avon ha• been married twice. He ha■ two ■ona, one of whom 
wa■ killed ia Burma in 1945. Hi■ pre■ent wife, Mia ■ Clarl1aa Sp .. cer 
Churchill, i• a niece of Sir Winaton Chlu-cbW. H• ha• written aeveral 
book• inclucU.111 a three-Telume ■et of memoir■• 
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INFORMATION 

11:e&BT 
Tlnara4ay, March 7. l9't 
6115 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

25X6 Her•wlth Dick lwtm. fll•• wlth 
J01l t~••••~At Of 
daq•~• la the Middle ~aat. 

It ba ,!.!! yet hea eval•ted by 
our people. 

Key p&•HI•• mark.cl. 

WWJtoatow:rln 

- -·- .. - - __ ... _ _... ..... --- --. ..... -- . - ----.. ·-
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COURJ)l:NflAL--SENSfflVE 

Tlavada,-, March T, 1968 -- 6:15 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

Sec. Buk l• extnmel,- amdou to 1et a feel for laat eTellba&'• 
leaderaldp mMt ... with ,..a.llefore he face• Falbrlabt alld the other• 
on MolMla,-. 

Hl• concern l• helpteae4 bf 1'1:albrlpt'• perfon:naace of tCMlay. 

la partlcwlar, he wl•lM• to make ■ur• tbat what he 1ay■ aacl 
what JOO aald match and ao wed1•• are drlYea IJetw .. a ,..._ 

You may wl■h to chat prlntely wlth Sec. B.uak aboat hi• M..._y 
beari-.. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWRo•tow:rln 

· Gehl WENflAC:SENSITIVE 
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Mil. PRESIDENT: 

ACTION 

Thuaclay, March 7, 1968 
6:10 p. m. 

Clan Clifford called to report the followlaa: Seaator Fulbrlaht, 
Ulro.qh the Clerk ol the llorelp Reladou Con:unlttee, bu lavlted the 
Secretary ol DefeaH to appear before the Senate Forelp .a.latloaa 
Committee on Moaday. March 11. 

s.abject: the MlWary Aaalataac• Pltopam. 

Clark •••• two opd.oaa: 

... a. 9p Wm..U, taldaa Paw. Warau aad a... Wheeler with blm. 
Ha would make a .-ral ■tatemeat. W&nlke aad Wheeler would 
be aYailable to reapoacl to detailed qaeatl .... 

-• A•k Paul Nltu to do lt. Tllat woald probably be acceptable 
to the Committee. 

It la Clark'• ■trOIII recommeaclatka tut be aot duck the matter 
bid take on the aadpmeat. 

However, be reca-eta you dedaloa. 

W. W • .R.oatow 

Clifford ahcNld •~-----

Nltu should do lt ----
Call me ----

D ~~r ,~ .\ :-- ·- ·-~"') 
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-SBGlll?T 

Mr. Preeldent: 

Tlau-8Uy, March 7. 1968 
3:45 p.m. 

Clark Cllfforcl aad B•• Wlaeeler an a1awt 
yoar H•lq a me••as• to O.a. Weetmorelaad at 
tah time aloaa the llM• ol the draft wlaica I 
forwarded to them. 

There are two m.ajer reaaoa■: 

-- Clark bell•"•• '"IT atr-ly that we 
•hoald aot now take aa eptbnlatlc Ylew of tile war, 
but let the fact• apeak for tllemNIYea a.ad hope that 
la 4 or S moatba tJalac• wlll ebvleuly be better. 

- • He alao ltelleTee we eho.W not laflaeace 
Wen,- la wlaat tactical coar■e of ac:tloa he ■h.owd 
pv■•: perbapa pu-~ tile enemy all oat l• rtallt; 
perhaps not. He 4oe• aot 1,elleve the Pre•ld.eat 
ahoaW 1•t lato thle. 

Q1l1te ••ld• from the me••••• ... and addre■ead 
more apeclflcally to tJae npert of the laac:qr....ter 
ln Vleblam pat. .... y -- Clark weald lib to ■peak 
wlth. JN alKnat oar 1aneral plll,llc •taac• t.warcl■ the 
war, la PreaWeatlal &ad otlaer paltllc •ta~me•t■• 
He 1lf'Ml1d like to •1• 1reat calltlon al>out optlmbm. 

Hold me1111age --

w. w. ao■tow 
SBGHJT 

Arra.nae appolatment for ClWord -



HJCJtET 

Mr. PreaWeat: 

lNFOllMA TION 

TbvlMlaJ, March 1, 1968 
3:45 p.m. 

Soc. lla•k wl•he• ,- to reMI thl• aeceaat 
of a coaftraatl- Ntweea D•ryma _. Pat Dean. 

What la .aclear 1• wbat the B118alau ....i• 
do 1f we atoppecl laomltlat arowul Hwl•Halpbmt1. 

w. w • .Roatow 

SECRET 

DECLAS IFlED 

Authority. 7Jl-? ! &-It/( 

_BY~ • N.AM, Date J ·f'--/2-

WWRo■tow:rln 



MEMORANDUM FOR GOVE&~OR HARRIMAN 

SUBJEC?: 

Chester L. Cooper C (Jv 
Conversation with Pat Dean 

I stopped at the British Embassy for a drink with Ambassador- Dean on 
Tuesday evening, March 5. We discussed, Ligene·raCt°er·ms;-the-Soviet­
position with respectto.tne war, and Dean told me of an interesting remark 

• • • ,.._ _______ .&. __ .,;_ ~ _ _ .... _,_ _____ ·---- - •• --- - - • - .• -

that · Dobfynin made a f~w days ago when he and Dean had lunch. In discussing 
V{etriarii;-Dohrynin-said~tlfatne-cciwd·uncier-sta.nd-wh"y-tlie-Americar.s were 

-concerned abo~°ttf1e--securicy·-ortrieirT£06ps_fii_ilie -South~aiid-r.1-entio.-i-ed·Khre Sah."l 
a:-:cr,- 1·· n~lfeve;-t1i~-DMZ:-ar·ea-rrc'gerierar:-I)obiyruii-salcCt11it ourco.ice~tti4,o~ 
on b·ombing-th'e-No·rtlt and:-·m-·p"arti·culai-~-·-iliearea-arouiiiffian:01,- s·eerr:edto-him 
tob~

7 

cou;.terproductive;-J>at got the impression foat7:Jobrynin was hin~gthat 
tfie-Sov{ei:s =could.7'iakea fair amount ofbo.mbhig''in~tii'e .... area-orth-e-DMz·,-.ufd-even 
a ~·tip:'upof ouractivitie·s ~fxtffle-so'utl~frtilfs-coltldbe' accomp~ieciby a-;~c!-
~ ,-""' ,.T"'• .. 7 - ·=-· ..... .. •-. • 4 - · • - - .. . .;.;. __ _ • · - ----·· ___ .---. -A..-- ·- . . -· ., . -•---.&..-£.~-:a.------
down in the bombi~g of the northern part of Vietnam. 
---w-,r.;.,•~-11,;1.,r,.· .- .1, ,., · .-- - · ~ -· • - ·- -~ ·.;:::a; : r~_.1·==== - -

1 send this to you for whatever it may be worth. You will recall t."-lat the 
Russians have· hinted at this occasionally in tile past. In any case, it may be 
worthwhile for you to see Dobrynin some time soon. 

DECLASSIFIED· 
•E· - · 1295 Sec. ·J.6 . . ' ' 
NLI .qb.~5-µ . 

. By @ , NARA Date u-1-'17. 

-;·T-r7;".---. ~ ... ---. -. ~-
• ., ., i II, ·,11 ~ .• 

. r 
' ·•• •t,:l • ,, ,. ,' 
1i , C· '4./.. 

' , I , • 1 ' {, ' • ! 

o/ 



ACTION 

· SEC.U:T/NODIS 

TlluN&y, March 7. 19'8 
5:40 p.m. 

Mr. Pn•ldeat: 

Herewith Pa1l1 Nltse aa4 Nick 
ltatNllbacJa come "P with a eerie• of 
epeclflc ncommeadatlou, la the 
wake ol Cr Va.ace' ■ repert. 

BCl\Et 

WWllo■tow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. .1.4(h) 

'hite House GuiM.in~, Fd.:i . 24, 1~3 

Bv-Af-, NARA, Da t~:} \ i -r°..2.---
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-SECREr/NODIS • 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Paul Nitze and I are impressed with the continuing 
dangers of the Korean situation. With the improvement 
of weather at the onset of spring, the North Koreans 
may well launch further infiltration forays with serious 
material and psychological consequences. Furthermore, 
any likely settlement formula at Panmunjom would probably 
be resented by the sensitive ROKs. We therefore believe 
that we should push ahead with the implementation of the 
Vance Recommendations, improving our own posture in 
respect to Korea and endeavoring to build upon the degree . 
of trust and confidence re-established by his Mission. 
His recomnendatiohs fall into four broad categories which 
I believe can be approached as follows: 

1. U.S. Posture 

?11 

A. Reassessment of our policies and goals toward 
Korea -

With the assistance of a small inter-agency group 
I am taking a very close look at where we are and where 

-we ·should_go in respect to both Koreas. I intend to 
submit a report on -this matter by 1 May. 

B-~·:.,- p·rotecting our nuclear weapon sites -

Recommendations by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
concerning personnel requirements for improving the security 
of our nuclear weapons sites are currently under review 
-in the DOD. Study by the Joint Chiefs of Staff is continu~ 
ing to determine whether additional physical security 
measures should be taken. · This study will be completed .by 
1 April . l9_68. 

~ ;' -
DE ASSIFIED 

E.O. 12 -58, S c. 3.6 

S EC!:Et /NOD IS ... 

--,-~- -• _ .__ : 4"t~ --•,~ ",'I ,-,,,, - , ..,..,,.-,.---~ ~ ... •~, O"qoo ~,...........~ ..... -~ , ..... 
'. I . 

.. . . , ,, ~ ... 
f 
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C. Improving the Korean DMZ Barrier -

Additional counterinfiltration items are being 
delivered to Korea with airlift of most critical items 
authorized. Many critical items are already in Korea. 
An operations analysis study in support of DMZ security 
and counterinfiltration efforts is in progress. Included 
in the FY 1968 supplement of $100 million is an additional 
sum, yet unspecified, for counterinfiltration items. 

D. Reconnaissance Activities in Korea -

General Bonesteel has been authorized to keep 
Ambassador Porter fully informed of all reconnaissance 
activities scheduled for the vicinity of Korea. 

E. Conmrunications -

To improve our secure connnunications between 
Washington and Seoul, on Saturday, 20 February, a secure 
teleconferencing system was established connecting the 
Departments of State and Defense with the.American Embassy 
and General Bonesteel's headquarters. Also, on 20 February, 
the Department of Defense dispatched by air the necessary 
equipments and technical engineering personnel to establish 
a secure voice system to connect several key State and 
Defense facilities in Seoul, and these, in tum, with 
Washington. 

2. Influencing South Korea 

A. Defense Ministerial Meetings -

We wish to arrange promptly a meeting between 
the R0K Ministry of National Defense and our Department 
of Defense, preferably in April in Hawaii. Paul Nitze 
plans to head our delegation and CINCPAC would be directly 
involved. This would be portrayed as a direct follow-up 
on the Vance Mission and would be designed to pull the 
R0Ks closer to us and to keep the R0KG calmed down. Their 
desire to retaliate will inevitably increase if the North 
Koreans step up their raids as the weather improves. 

-seeREl)NODIS 

. ,-- --. ·- ·- .. ,.- --, -~ ;~·~~ :~----, 
. ,,. . . . 

- ~ : :;;;.<;~: ::·--.- --. : .~ .--•· . . . . ....... 
,r. ' 

t.· 
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B. Visit of Korean Prime Minister -

In accordance with Vance's recommendations, and 
if you approve, I wish to authorize Ambassador Porter to 
invite Prime Minister Chung to visit the United States 
this spring. Approve______ Disapprove ___ _ 

C. Under Secretary Baird's Visit -

Under Secretary of the Navy Baird plans to 
visit a number of East Asian countries in April. We will 
include Seoul on his schedule as an additional political 
input. 

D. ·American Investment -

The North Korean's have already accomplished 
part of their objective of diverting the ROKs from their 
economic -effort and _frightening-off foreign investment. 
_In c_ontinuation of Vance·' s efforts, we are attempting to 
keep - the ROKs i focussed .- on economic development and 
endeavoring ro ·buttress up American investment intentions. 
I will be in touch with George Ball on this subject. 

E. Protection for President Park -

The Air Force's Office· of Speciai Investigations 
(OSI) has trained and equipped the personal Presidential 
guards of the Heads of State of the Philippines, Bolivia, 
Thailand, - and- the Republic of Vietnam. In view of President 
Park's intense fear over his own .safety, and that of his 
family, we asked Ambassador Porter to offer OSI- -trail}ing 
to President Park's personal protective force. President .... · · 
Park was highly appreciative of the offer and arrangements 
are now being made to initiate the OSI training and 
equippage program within the next three weeks. 

3. Influencing North Korea 

The Pyongyang Government is . difficult to influence 
under any circumstances but the problem is compounded 
while they hold the Pueblo crew as hostages. Yet, as 
Vance recommended, we must endeavor to bring political 
pressure to bear on them. We have already approached the 
Russians about .the dangers _of the current Pyongyang course 

-~/NODI§ -.. 

--~ ~:~-~-:---,,_~-,:~~ :7-r--~~----:;:;;--~ --i~;:--- .·•,:-··. _,,,:-··:·:-~ 
,, -
. • ;~t•- • Fll ~-- ·'•,. 
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and our difficulties in restraining the South Koreans in 
face of continuing provocation. We have urged them to 
use what influence they have to persuade the North Koreans 
to agree to a reasonable settlement of the Pueblo issue 
and to __ ease tensions in the area. We have made somewhat 
similar approaches to the Japanese and British and will 
e~deavor to expand our bilateral approaches to other 
countries· •..... I.f _we can obtain the release of the crew, 
we would · be in· ·a better position to peel off our political 
gloves in an effort to indict Pyongyang as a . threat to 
peace. This might include calling a Security Council 
Meeting on the subject. 

4. Military Assistance 

Vance has made a number of military assistance 
reconnnendations including increased MAP levels in the · next 
few years. These are under study and we will report in 
a separate memorandum our reconnnendations regardi~g future 
military assistance programs for Korea. ---

- SECRft/NODIS 
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ACffON 

TlllarN&y. Marcil 7. 1961 
J:40 p. m. 

Mr. PreaWeat: 

Herewltb Sec. R11ak recommeM• ytN ■ee 
Sam Ber1er before he leave■ for Sal&• Hxt 
S111Mlar, &ad he prenat• apeclflc rea■on• for 
th.la ~omme•atl-. 

W. W. Jloetow 

APPROVED ---
Disapproved ---
Call me 

W. W. Ro.tow:rla 

DECLASS1RED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

White HOt.8: ~ . Feb. 24, 1983 
Bv4 , NARA, Date :5-Z -7,,2_,. 
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S£CRB'f 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Appointment with Deputy Ambassador 
Samuel D. Berger 

Recommendation; 

That you schedule an appointment with Deputy Ambassador 
Samuel D. Berger before the latter's departure for ·Saigon 
early next Sunday, March 10, 1968. · 

Discussion: 

It would be most helpful if you could schedule an on­
the-record appointment with Ambassador Berger before his 
departure for Saigon next Sunday. Your close personal re­
lationship with Ambassador Locke was one of the strengths 
he enjoyed during his tenure as Deputy Ambassador and it 
gave him an important added stature with the Vietnamese, 
who are quite aware of these things. 

In addition, it would, of course, be invaluable to 
Ambassador Berger to get your own personal views on the 
situation. He has sat in on virtually all of the discussions 
both here and at Defense on the manpower questions which 
have confronted us during the last week so he has acquired 
a full early exposure to the problems ahead. For obvious 
reasons it would be helpful if there could be pictures taken 
during the appointment. 

~ -

Dean Rusk 

SECRET 

A , , 

r 
.... , ... 1 

" .. ~ t• ~~~ ~I) • ~ 
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Limited Official Use Thuraday - March 7, 1968 -/i;~fm 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION 

SUBJECT: Birthday Message to President Diaz Ordaz 

President Diaz Ordaz celebrates hi• 57th birthday next Tuesday, 
March lZ. 

You may wish to send him a message along the lines of. the at­
tached draft. 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Call me 

Attachment 

W. W. Rostow 

-· 

Suggested Presidential birthday greeting 
to President Diaz Ordaz. 



Sugaeated Prealdential Birthday Greet1a11 to 
Mealcaa Prt•f:du! Oa~taYO Dlas Ordas 

(oa Mardi 12, 1968) 

Dear Mr. Pre aident: 

.Lady Bird jolD• me ln wialalng you a happy birthday. Our 

thouaht• will be with you and Dona Quadalupe a• you cele­

brate . Thia 1reetm1 also card•• our beet wl■bea for 

continued aood health and happine•• a ■ you provide wise 

leader■hip to the Mexican people. 

Hi• Exe• llency 

Guetavo Diaz Ordaz 

L,adoa B. John■on 

Pre■ident of the United Mexican Stat••· 



Thursday - March 7, 1968 .- / ,;J, , ?" / /71 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT lNFORMA TION 

SUBJECT: Letter from Prime MiD.ister Burnham 

Attached i• the adva.Dced text of a letter from Prime Minbter 
Burnham thank.in& you for the birthday message you sent hhn 
recently. 

W. W. Roatow 

Attachment 

~ 



Advanced Text of Letter 
go Pre•ldent (rom Prime Minbter Forbe• B•rllham of Quya.na 

dated February 29. 1968 

"Dear Mr. Prealdent: 

I wbh to thank you most sincerely for the warm greet­
in1• you extended to me on the occaalon of my '45th birthday 
and for your con1ratulatlon• on GQyana ' • achievement• since 
ib independence. 

We ■hall atrive to continue on our path of peaceful 
progre&■ and to keep alive the aplrlt of freedom and •elf-help 
to which you have so 1enerou•ly referred. 

With every 1ood wbh. 

Sincerely yours , 

I •I L. F . S. Burnham" 

~ 



INJ"Olt.MATION 

Tlalll' ... 1', Marca 7 • 1968 -- 11:45 a. m. 

Mr. Preeldeat: 

Henwltll tile llpftted charta a.b.owlll& the 
lateaalty of the Nlt1e alaee Tet. 

A• Y01I caa .... both ••my caaualtle• and 
weapoaa lo•••• laa.a nmallled ta a raaa• 3 or • 
time• tile 1967 a.-ra .. ; aatl the ratlo of 
cu .. ltle• Jaaa INtea aboa twice •• mafa•erule 
ta tbe ... my •• •aria& 19'7. 

W. \Y. lloatow 

WWRoatow:rlra 



South Vietnam: Daily Casualties 
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· uth Vietnam : Index of Enemy Weapons Losses Since Tet 

( Daily Average for 1967 Equals 100) 
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So~Jth Vietna1n : Enemy Weapons Losses 
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South Vietnam : Index of Casua I ties since Tet 
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South Vietnam : Ratio of Enemy Killed 
to Friendly Killed 
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ACnON 

-Ge-NHBl&NTlAL -

T1111r .. ay, March 7. 19'8 -· 9:55 •• m. 

Mr. Prealcleat: 

Sec. lluk jut called with the follewlq. Then wlll be next week 
a deute OD Vletaun ill tile •--naa 1n Boaa. 

g:~ 1l-..k •-••t• tbat we aead .oabot Lod1• to LelMloa, .._, aad 
.Rem.e. Tt. plU'pON w..W 'be to brief oar frl••• tllere OD Vletaam, aact. 
especlally, to atlffea the back■ of oar Ciermaa &lead• for thla debate. 
la Rome he coal• talk wltb. D'Orlalldl wile aae beea talldaa. aa yea kaow, 
wltll the Nortll Vletllam••• la Praa .. aall aq••• a.ery drep of wlaat little 
aubstaace there may be oat of die D'Orlaadl-Nortla Vletvm•ae c01Weraatloa■ •. 

can .. ,__ 

WWRo■tow:rln 

W. w. lloetew 

DECLA._ SlfH<:D 
E.O. 12958, .__,cc. 3.6 
NLJ qfR ~i?-:5A-

By cl} , NARA Date tH-?7 

"~N:1"10.i.NT.Uc .f. 



INFORM.A TION 

UettET 

Tlmr .. a,. Marcil 7. 1961 -- 9:30 a.m. 

Mr. PreaWeat: 

At KIie Saah .,_aterday: 

IONwaather; 

-· 2367 NNIMI• fln4; 

aatlalrc'l"aft fire beaYler, l>rlll&Las 
down the c .. aJ; 

-- M3 tactical alr •ortle• to 1eocl effect; 

-- •z •-sz •ortle■• 

W. W. Ro•tow 

WWRoatow:rln 

DEOASSIFIFl) 

Authority o5s ,,k / t::J-/ cf-1.? 

By <,z/4;-, N~ DaicJ -3'4.z/ 

1 •• , ,-



Thursday, March 7, 1968, 9:50 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-two on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 6, 1968. 

Clear skies at Khe Sanh throughout _most of the period 
provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the 
area of operation. A total of 217 short tons of supplies and equipment 
were offloaded during the period. Fire support elements expended a 
total of 2367 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery. 

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air­
craft were fired on with three receiving hits. At 2:00 PM, a C-123 with 
47 passengers and crew members aboard, received fire on let-down for 
Khe Sanh, attempted to leave the area, and crashed eight miles east of 
Khe .Sanh. Search parties report no signs of life at the scene. 

Enemy artillery, rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout 
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck 
a parked C-123 aircraft. No injuries were caused, the plane sustained limited. 
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter 
was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley. 
·Five of the 11 people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105 
er.ashed in. Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered. 

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on 
Opt:ration Kentucky.. Elements positioned at C-2 and C-3 received five 
.and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-2, 
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artille:r;y rounds 
and eight rounds· of mortar, with no casualties or damage reported. At 
A-3, elements of the 3rd Ma_rines received nine artillery ro_unds. _ Other 3rd 
Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15 
mortar rounds with no casualties . or damage reported. Dong Ha combat base 
in-late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded. 

DEa..ASSIFDID 
,SECRET Authority i::75 .&-..L4? / tJ -/,f-?J' 

By➔• NARA, Date 3,yf,,____ 



f:1'ECRE'T - 2 -

Near Camp Carroll, elements of the 9th Marines received 12 mortar 
rounds, injuring five Marines. 

Ground activity in northern Quang Tri Province was significant. 
In a sharp contact five kilometers northeast of Con Thien, two companies 
of the 3rd Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force. Eighty-one 
North Vietnamese· Army were killed, Friendly casualties were 14 killed, 
29 wounded ; South of the Cua Viet river, a battalion of the 4th Marine sin 
night defensive positions fired on 15 No;rth Vietnamese Army in the open. 
A search at first light revealed 11 enemy bodies and seven individual weapons. 
South of the Cua Viet, an artillery mission fired on troops in the open 
killed four enemy. 

Marine aircraft flew 142 tactical air sorties in support of K.he 
Sanh, the Air Force flew 122, and the Navy 79, for a total of 343 sortie s. 
Bomb damage included 87 secondary explosions, 27 secondary fires, 30 
bunkers destroyed, 17 enemy killed, one rocket position damaged, 29 road 
cuts, three trucks destroyed, and 100 meters of trench destroyed. Seven 
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) were flown. Twenty secondary explosions 
were reported from three of the seven strikes. The B-52 effort was 
concentrated on targets beyond three kilometers from the Khe Sanh perimeter. 
Only one strike was flown on a close-in target. 

During the period 217 short tons of supplies and 85 passengers 
were flown into Khe Sanh. Thirty-nine resupply sorties were flown on 
March 6. Nine C-130's and three C-123's completed air drops, three C-123's 
landed, and 24 helicopters delivered passengers and cargo. 

For the next period, 270 sorties are scheduled to support Khe 
Sanh. Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) are scheduled. 

SECRi.:T 



TH£ .IOINT •TA'fl' 

THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINC.TON. 0,0, ~JOI 

7 March 1968 
0700 EST 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM EST 
6 Mar (9-:00 AM 7 Mar, SVN time) 

1. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
status as o( the abovo time is as follows: 

r 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PMS Mar EST 

ON HAND (9:00 .AM 6 Mar SVN2 
CLASS I (Rations) 

Meal, Combat, Individual 
B Rations 

CLASS III (Fuel) 

Aviation Gas (AVGAS) 
JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 
Diesel 

CLASS V (Ammunition) 

a. High explosive 

60-mm mortar 
81-mm mortar 
90-mm (Tank) 
4.2" mortar 
105-mm -howitzer 
15S-mm howitzer 

b. An.ti-Tank 

90-mm HEAT 
66-mm Rocket (LAW) 
•An,ti-tank mines (M-15) 
Anti-tank mines (M-19) 
Anti-tank mines (M-Zl) 
106-mm HEAT 

19 
9 

3 
8 

9.9 
8 

43 
22 

102 
4S 
22 
16 

19 days 
9 days 

3 days 
8 days 

ll days 
8 days 

42 days 
22 days 
9.3 days 
45 da.ys 
20 days 
17 days 

ROUNDS ON HA.ND 

1,202 
3,420 

168 
668 

0 

106·mm recoilless rifle (HBP•T) 
3·. S" rocket 

1S4 
1,466 
1,607 

~29 90-mm AP-'f 
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.S~CRET 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8~00 PM. S M.ar EST 

O"N HAND (9: 00 AM 6 Mar SVN) 

c. Anti•P&rsonnel ·nOUN·Ds ON HAND 

106-tnm BEEHIVE l,031 

CLASS V (COFRAM) 

1os~mm howitzer 
- 1 SS-n1m howitzer 
40-mm grenade launcher 
Hand grenades 

5 
s 
5 

10 

5 days 
5 days 
5 days 

10 days 

Z On 6 March, Khe Sanh was resupplied with 217 tons as 
follows: 

CLASS I 
CLt\SS II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
Miscollaneous 

Distribution: , 

SECDEF . 
DEPSECDEF · 
CJCS (3) . 
DJS· {3) · 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 

.J .. 33 
J-4 
'AWR 
MCCC 
AFCP 
NFP 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 

. PAC DIV· 
PAC DESK . 

-· 

. . .. 

31 tons 
S tons 

18 tons 
23.5 tons 

138. 5 to11s 
1 ton 

~RAMER, ' 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 
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CONFIDiaH'flAb - March 7. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Invitation to Romanian Scientific Reaearch Chief 

When Don Horni1 wa• in Bucbare•t in 1966. he informally invited the 
head of the Romanian Couacil for Scientific Reaearch to visit this country. 
Since then a new man baa been appointed, and the State Department recom­
mend• that Don Horm1 renew the iavitation. 

The new man, Alexander Birladeanu. la a member of the Politburo -- one 
of the top ten in Romania. He would talk with our people about scientific 
research policy and waya to stretch limited Romanian ecientific reaearch 
funde. He would abo travel around the couatry. 

The only political riak we aee ii the po••ibility that Romania'• economic 
and military aeeiatance to North Vietnam would pve aome newsman or 
Coaare••man a handle to attack the viait. Romania doea provide petroleum 
and other product. to North Vietnam, and a Romanian-Chartered, Greek/ 
Belpaa/Panamanian •hip ia preaently enroute to China, we believe, with 
oil for North Vietnam. The War1aw Pact Conference now meeting in Sofia 
will no doubt iasue some 1tatem.ent in aupport of North Vietnam, and 
••• .. ••t statement• cannot be ruled out. (Birladeann viait might be 
a month or two from now. ) 

Neverth•l•••• Romania i■ takin1 an increaala1ly independent line -- a1 
mo•t recently demonatrated by her walkout from Budape•t •• and is increas­
ia1ly friadly to u•. 

Our Amba••&dor and the State Department recommend that the invitation 
be extended. Dr. HorDia think• it i■ a 100d idea, and would be happy to 
ho•t the nait. 

Extend invitation 

No ---
Call me ---
NDavis:feg 

W. W. Roatow 

G8NF1DENTfAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J Cfb -P<..5 

By Ch , NARA Date /U ·9Z 



Thu.rs a.y • 2' arch 7. 1968 

RESIDENT ACTION 

oubject to your appr val Covey Oliver proposes to sen.d t he 
attached metl age to the Allianc• of Pan American ound 
T a bles · hich meets i ana ua . Nica agua next week. 

Approve 

Disa prove 

Call me 

Attachznent 

-
. -

W. • • ostow 



Propoaed M.eaaaae ol Oood Wl••• 
to thf Alllapc• ot Paa-Aetdcaa .R.oyd Ta)tle• at Mau.4ua, Njeragua 

(to he baun lty A••l•tant S.cretal'J ol State O11-nr 
oa behaU of the Pre■lde.llt before March 10. 1961) 

LA ALIANZA de MESAS RB:OONDAS 
PANAME1UCANAS 

El Saloa de Acto• del lutltuto 
Pecla1opco cle Maaapa 

Maaa1M, Nicaragua 

Prealdenl lolm•oa ba• a■ked that I coDYeJ to UM member• ol the 

AUlaace of Pan Amerlcan .lloand Table• hla &004& whhea on the 

occa•lOA of it• ele-nradl biemd&l ConveDtloa at Maupa. Nlcan.au, 

and bl• •peci&l 1r••tla1• to the repr••eatatlft• of Nicaraaua and 

to the amba■uclor• of tM otber coaatrl•• of the America• attencl• 

laa the celebratln.. 

T.u Prealdent la panJc111arly .bappy to extend hi• 1r•eUas• to the 

d.elepte• of the other coaatri•• aacl to our owa 4eleaate• from 

C.llforala, New .Mea1co aad Teaaa. 

A• we appr•dl tae biatorlcal date on which we celebrate Paa 

Amerle&11 Dar, April 1,. lt 1• ladeecl appropriate to recall that 

all tile people• of thl• umbphere are lM>und to1etlutr aot only bf 

1eo1rapby but l»f common ldeal• of pt"lltlcal, economic and •oclal 

J••tl•• -- a.ad a comm.on bellel ill brotherhood. 1 kaow that thh la 

the ■plrll tbat move• ro•r orpalsatlon. 

CoveyT. Oliver 
Aa•l•taDt Secntary for 
Jater-Amerlcaa Atfalra. 



Wednesday, March 6, 1967 

Mr. Preaideat: 

Attached, for your •l1aature, i• a 
propoaed letter to the Society for Interna­
tional Developmeat durina it■ 10th anniveraary 
world comerence. (They are meetlaa here 
today throuab. Saturday. ) 

The Society b a aolid profeaaioaal 
group of economiata, eapaeera, educator•. 
and public servanta. It take• no poaitioa 
on Vietaam or other contentious la■uea 
outaide the deftlopmeat field. Thia meetin1 
will draw about 1,000 partidpaata from 35 
couatrle• for geaeral diacua aion of dewlop­
ment pr•ltlama. Preaident Sara1at ■eat 
them a meaaaae wllea laat year'• conference 
waa held in Italy. 

I recommead. you •i1a. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWR:EKH:RM:lw 
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ACTION 

_SEGH'I' -- Wetllleaday. March 7. 1968 

MB. PRESIDENT: 

Ou 1ap la oar ataff work with reapect to the Wheeler 
recommeadatlw la an ••tlmate of Soriet, CHICO W. and other 
Comrmuel•t reactl.oaa. 

Bill B...ty. baviac talked to Sec. lbaak. ••ue•t• we let the 
Office of Natloaal J:atimate•• CIA. make an appralaal of probable 
Comrnmdat reactloaa. 

I --ue•t we pve tham a wlcle r-p of altenaad .. • to analy• 
ao that the Wlaeeler propow• woald not be plapolatecL 

w. W. Roatow 

Let Office of Natloaal Eatlmm• make the aaaly••----

No ----
Call me ----

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 9 f.p - ~Sj 

By Af4::' , NARA Date 1P -3 1- 'i 1 

-:::S1:c:11:-r ~-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 7, . 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

As. instructed I talked with ~r. -Andre Mayer at ~ 
tonight on the two questions that concern you. 

1. The Choice with Respect to Canada. As between the 
Canadian devaluation and making an exemption for Canada with 
respect to U.S. capital exports, Mayer concludes that an exemp­
tion is preferable. But he adds an important proviso; namely, 
that we provide with the Canadians for tight and efficient regulations 
against outflows from Canada stemming from U.S. capital exports 
to Canada. In short, Mayer agrees with Joe Fowler that a Canadian 
devaluation at this time would be very dangerous to the whole inter­
national monetary system; that he wishes to make sure that if we 
make an exception for Canada, Canada does not become a channel 
for a general leakage of U.S. capital exports. 

I believe that Joe is negotiating with the Canadians the terms 
of a tight control system which has a fair chance of preventing such 
leakages out of Canada. 

Z. I then asked Mr. Mayer to present to me the view that he 
had presented to the President. He said that we need to regain our 
freedom of action by applying two pri~ciples: 

-- . making it absolutely clear that we will not deviate from a 
$35. 00 per ounce price for gold; 

frustrating those· who would play the gold market in orqer 
to damage the dollar and the U.S. position on the world 
scene. 

Specifically~that working with the group of Ten, we 
should shift to t1 · lb, in which we sold gold only to central 
banks • . We would, in abort, cease to supply the London gold market. 

,, \ 
, ' 

" 



- 2 -

The price on the London gold market might rise for the time 
being; but he believes that this would probably only be temporary. 

I then raised with him the critical issue of how we would deal 
with central banks which had large dollar or sterling reserves and 
which were not within the group of Ten. In particular Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Venezuela, Thailand are involved here; although the 
Chinese Communist have also been playing the gold market they 
could exert a certain pressure. 

He said that he agreed this was a critical issue. We should 
make it clear to them, however, as we 11 as to the central banks 
among the Ten, that i£ they wanted to convert their currencies into 
U.S. gold they would have to enter into agreements which would 
bind them not to release gold to speculators. 

Mayer recognizes - - as do all the government experts - - the 
critical problem is to keep central banks from being tempted by 
the existence of a temporarily high price for gold in the private 
markets. 

Mayer concludes that this is a more manageable problem than 
the problem of letting U.S. gold reserves leak away through end­
less support of the London gold market at. a time when the gold 
shortage and other conditions in the world make the gold market 
extremely sensitive to rumor and £ear. 

I believe that Mayer is right and that we may have to move in 
this direction in the next few days. 

3. I concluded by asking Mayer if he agreed with the following 
two basic principles which underlay what he had said that I wished 
to be clear that he, in fact, believed they,were correct: 

The first rule for the United States at the moment is to 
operate on a system that will be agreed on among the 
Ten so that the President will be opell'ating multilaterally. 
Mayer said, I fully agree, 

i , ·•-T,-; ... '"'7:-'------------­
• . ~ f 7. 
·•· . . . ., . 
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The second point is that if we are to go the route that 
he suggests with respect to the London gold market, we 
must rapidly accelerate the creation of alternative 
reserves, notably the special drawing rights of the IMF. 
Mayer said, Yes, of course: that is what I assumed. 

4. In the light of this discussion - - I have my own feeling .- -
I recommend that you discuss with Secretar·y Fowler, Bill~. etc., 
tomorrow, not~ the Canadian problem, but the problem of how 
we move on an agreed multilateral basis to prevent our gold supply 
from leaking away any further and accelerating the creation of a 
rational international monetary system. 

I believe the basic deal we must make with Europe now is a 
trade-money deal: we hold 0££ on any extra restrictions measures 
in trade and tourists while they accelerate the Kennedy Round and 
cooperate in an expansion of tourism 'to the United States; that they 
cooperate equally with ~a in a tight common method £or dealing with 
the gold problem. 

W.W. Rostow 

. ~ --;--, ,-. -.. ::-· ,. "::?.'."'~1 ·. ''':';:~ :.,' ;'J,.< ·· ~~----~·-· -----~ 
•',, ' I ,· • • ,•' ., : . •• ; • ,. • 
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