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Frlclay. Marcb zz. 1968 - 9:00 a. m 

Mr. Pre1lclent: 

At Khe Saab-DMZ-A Sbau: 

-- 111 eaemy rollllda, malaly artllle1J 
2830 om1olq lrleadly; 

-· 279 1ortle• plu 6 B-52' •; 
-· 214 toe• dellYered; 

weather coatlaue • 1oodi 
photo ccwera1• (801,) at la•t of 
A Sha• Valley, whlch aoald &lYe 
u• some bomblna taraet•. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWRoatow:rln 



SBCRE'I' 

Friday, March 22, 1968, 8:44 a. m. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-seven on the situation in the 
Khe Sarih/ DMZ/ A Shau area for the 24-hour period of March 21, 1968. 

The amount of incoming fire decreased from yesterday as 
111 rounds of mixed fire fell on the combat base. Seventy-one rounds were 
a~~illery, _a change from yesterday, when the bulk of t~e fire was from mortars . 
Twenty-seven Marines were wounded; 18 required evacuation. U.S. artillery 
fired 2830 rounds in 106 missions; thirty-six observed. No COFRAM ammunition 
was expended. 

Clear weather prevailed throughout the Niagara area for the fourth 
consecutive day, and 279 tactical air sorties were flown . Bomb damage assessment 
includ e d 3S enemy killed by ai r observer directed strikes ; one automatic '!l'eapon 
position destroyed, one probably destroyed, and six secondary explosions. 

Six B-S2 strikes were scheduled into the Khe Sanh area. One strike 
was scheduled as an emergency target, 2S00 meters _from friendly troops. ARC 
LIGHT damage assessment reporte d 13 secondary explosions . 

During the next 24 hours, 289 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGHT 
strikes are scheduled. An additional 422 pre-planned tac air sorties can be 
diverted into the Khe Sanh area if required. 

Unhampered by weather and enemy anti-aircraft fire, Air Force 
Fixed Wing and Marine helicopters moved 214 short tons of supplies and 49 
replacements into Khe Sanh. During the same period six tons of air delivered 
equipment was backloaded. 

The weather is expected to remain the same over the next 24 hours, 
with ' thundershower activity reducing visibility in the late afternoon. 
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Along the DMZ, light activity was reported near Camp Carroll. 
Elements of the 9th Marines engaged small enemy units in sporadic action. 
Six enemy were killed, without friendly loss. Total casualties in the 3rd 
Marine Division area for the period were U.S. 32 wounded (20 evacuated}; 
43 enemy killed, one detained, one individual weapon captured. Elsewhere in 
Quang Tri Province, no major ground actions took place, some light casualties 
occurred from sporadic incoming mortar and artillery fire. 

Two reconnaissance teams went into the A Shau Valley this morning, 
the twenty-second. One will move north. One south of the Rao Lao River will 
recon to north and east. An early morning reconnaissance flight and one tactical 
air photo mission covered 80 per cent of the target area. Six anti-aircraft sites 
were found to be occupied. 

SEGRE'I-



SfeREl' 
THE NA"t 10NAI. MILITARY COMMAND CE~, ER 

WASHlNGTON, D,C, 10301 
i 
I 

22 March 1968 
0430 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Sµpply Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM EST 
21 Mar (9:00 AM 22 Mar, SVN time) 

1. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
status as of the above time is as follows; 

CLASS I (Rations) 

Meal,. Combat, Individual 
B ltations 

CLASS II (Fuel) 

Aviation Gas (AVGAS) 
JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 
Diesel 

CLASS V (AJ\\munition) 

a. High Explosive 

60-mm mortar 
81-mm mortar 
90-mm (Tank) 
4.2" mortar 
105-mm howitzer 
155-rnm howitzer 

b. Antitank 

90-Il)m AP-T 
90-mm . HBAT 
66-mm rock~t (LAW) 
Antitank mines (M-15) 
Antitank mines (M-19) 
Antitan~ mines (M-21) 
106-mra HEAT 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

22 
7 

3 
10.6 . 
12.8 
13.6 

55 
29 

133 
31 
22 
26 

106-mm recoilless rifle (HEP•T) 
3.S" rocket 

i • 

4 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 20 Mar EST 

(9: 00 Af.i 21 Mai· SVN) 

21 days 
8 days 

3 days 
10.6 days 
13.2 days 

9 days 

Sl 
31 

133 
32 
22 
Z4 

days 
days 
days 
days 
days 
days 

ROUNDS ON HAND 



PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 20 Mar EST 

ON HAND (9:00 AM 21 Mar SVN) 

c. Antipersonnel ROUNDS ON HANO 

106-mm BEEHIVE 1,517 
.. 
••.'I, ., . 

CLASS V (COFRAM) 

105-mm howitzer 
lSS~mm howitzer 
40-mm grenade launcher 
Hand Gnmades 

5 
5 
5 

10 

5 days 
5 days 
S days 

10 days 

2. On 21 March, Khe Sanh was resupplied with 214 tons as' 
follows: 

CLASS 1 
CLASS 11 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Distribution: 
SECDEF 
DEPSECDEF 
CJCS (3) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
J•34 
J-4 
AWR 

·MCCC 
AFCP 
NFP 
DDO 
ADDO . 
ccoc 
PAC DIV 
PAC DESK 

-SEGtlET 

-· ··-···---- -- . 

49.S tons 
s.s tons 
16 tons 

37.S tons 
93.S tons 

12 tons 

,~,I A ,#,..Ii 
i~HALL B. GARTH 
Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) .• , .. . 

'. '• .. 

. ' .. 

. .. . ' -- ····--..:-· ... -- . -··- ·-· -· 



J'rtday, March 22, 1968 

M:EMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Attacbed i• a report preparn la State of Chalrmaa Mill•' 
March 19 m•ettas wtth a top•l-•l Japaae•• bv.•ble•• mi••ioa. 
The lliahltpta are: 

-• Mill■ •••vecl the J'apaa••• the United 
Stat•• would aot take &AJ' trade ac:tioa 
without coa•altbai it• tracUac partura 
or comn.ry to OATT priaclpl••• 

- • Th• Japaae•• were coaceraed we mt1ht 
exempt th• l••• dn-eleped cowdriea 
from a tarW avcba.r1• meaaue. Milla 
•aid he did aot tbmk the Coqreaa would 
proride aay exemptloa even 11 it were 
recommaded by the Admtaiauation. 

-- Mill• viewed ltuopMD and Japaa••• 
intereet la accelerated Ke-Hy Round 
cut••• ••ry proml•laa• He eald there 
would 'be "ao real jaatUicattoa in our 
per•uiJla a.a Import tax" U a,r .. meat 
were reached on •aeh a mo,,e. 

/}7! 'w 
MWG:mm 

W. W. Roatow 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OEPARTM ENT OF STATE 

Wuhin1ton, D.C. 20S20 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Meeting Between Chairman Mills 
and Japanese Businessmen's Mission 

A _top-level Japanese business mission, in Washington 
to express concern over possible trade legislation, met 
with Chairman Mills on March 19 for 1 1/2 hours. Their 
principal purpose was to impress on him the damaging 
-effects an import surcharge would have on Japanese 
small business. Chairman Mills took the occasion to 
review his attitude toward the current status of 
international developments in the trade field and to 
impress on them the specific concerns of United States 
industry over Japane$e exports in steel, textiles and 
automobiles. Highlights of ·the meeting, which made a 
deep impression on the Japanese,follow. 

Trade Measures and Kennedy Round Acceleration 

Chairman Mills assured the Japanese that the United 
States would not take any trade action "unilaterally" 
(i.e., without consultation) or contrary to GATT 
principles. He viewed European arrl Japanese inter·est in· 
developing a proposal for accelerated Kennedy Round cuts 
as very promising. He noted the EEC, particularly French, 
problem but felt if this were overcome and full agreement 
reached such a proposal would be "of tremendous help" and 
that there would then be "no real -justification in our 
pursuing an import tax". 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



LIMITED OFFICIAL .USE 2 

LDC Exemptt-0n 

The Japanese found Mills' observations on Kennedy 
Round acceleration reassuring but, noting his cormnents 
that he would have to reassess his position if this move 
were not successful, expressed concern over possible LDC 
exemption on a United States import tax which, they felt, 
would hit Japan particularly hard. Mills said he did not 
think that the Congress would provide any exemptions to 
the tax, if imposed, "even if the Administration recommended 
this". 

United States Industry Concerns over Japanese Exports 

Mills cited the concerns United States industries 
such as steel and textiles have over rising Japanese 
exports. The Japanese said they have always been alert 
to United States industry concerns, citing their voluntary 
export controls. On steel, Mr. Inayama (President of 
Yawata Steel - Japan's largest) noted leveling out of 
Japanese steel exports in the past three years and expected 
no abrupt increase although a gradual rise up to 10% in 
exports to the United States is likely. Mills suggested 
it would be most useful for the United States and Japanese 
steel industries to get together to achieve better 
understanding of each other's problems - perhaps with 
the United States Government acting as intermediary. 
Inayama noted anti-trust considerations as an inhibition 
and the reason for unilateral export controls by Japan. 
On textiles, the Japanese felt United States industry 
itself was creating much of the problem on man-mades 
through investment abroad and subsequent price-cutting 
in exports back to the United States. 

Automobiles 

Mills cited the United States industry's concern over 
virtual exclusion from the Japanese market. Mr. Sato, a 
leading banker and head of the mission, said he was unable 
to get any auto industry representatives to participate in 
the mission and offered little promise for immediate . 
remedial action. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Japanese Trade and Investment Liberalization 

Mills cited the need for Japan to move to big country 
status by overall liberalization of its various restrictions. 
The Japanese were non-committal on specifics but acknowledged 
their own self-interest, including maximum cooperation with 
the United States on its balance of payments problem, 
required more rapid movement. They said they would press 
their Government in this direction. We will be working 
on them for more specific commitments, particularly - but 
not exclusively - on autos, in the remainder of their week's 
stay. 

~ ~--/!. John P. Walsh 
Acting Executive Secretary 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Reply from Eahkol 

Friday, March 22., 1968 

Amba■■ador Rabin delivered the attached reply thi• afternoon. 
It'• mainly a statement of the famillar Israeli juatiflc&ti.on for their 
raid into Jordan. 

What emerae• more aharply from thh and f-rom Rabin'• oral 
comm.ent&ry to Luke Battle, however, h that the Iaraelia appear to 
have sathered exten■ive evidence that the Arab terroriat oraantsation 
was plannin, a coordinated ■prin;-•umme:r offemive in•ide Iaraeli 
territory. They claim to have captured doc:um.ente that prove it along 
with weapons •uch a, Sovin,,made heavy momra. 

Ethkol and Eban aa.w Janina today. The bra.ells are trying to 
keep hi• mi■■ton alive and to involve him now in achievina better control 
over the border. Our effort in New York i• de•igned to re-focu■ attention 
on Jarring, but the debate ia ■till goina on and we can't tell what ■uceess 
we'll have. Jarring'• future will al■o depend on the outcome of the Arab 
aummit which Hu••ein baa a■ked for. 

On a rel&ted subject, Luke Battle ha■ told the Ieraelh we will 
be in touch with them a• soon •• the UN meetlna b over to re1chedule 
the aiping of the PL 480 a1reement. Luke fran.lcly told them we didn't 
think it would 'be helpful to •i1:n while the debate continuea, but he a•tured 
them. that we are not 'backing out 'on the a1reement. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NL,J qt,,-~ ~1 

By ~ , NARA Date d -11 ~t 1 

SFE:HI' 

.· W. W. Ro■tow 



.;:M SSY OF ISRAEL 

WASH I NG TON . 0 . C. 

DECLA SIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.I ,-:u, 

By - NARA Date ;;. -it:;. 'i 1 ~ 4,1 , 

The Ambassador ot Israel presents his col:ll.1)11-
ments to tl1e Honorable t..~e Socretary or State and has 
the honor to transmit the following communication from 
His Excellency the Prime Minister ot Israel Levi Eshkol 
to His. Excellency the President or the United States, 
Lyndon Baines Jotuisonz-

noear Mr. President, 

0Your message on tho situation across the 
Jordan cease-tire lines reached me yesterday 
&or~ three hours etter our armed f'orcas had 
commenced the e ct1on against terrorist groups. 
I have always felt able to tGll you in perfect 
trallkneas or the mtives which guide our 
decisions. It is 1n that sp1r1t of contidence 
that I reply to your important message. On 
the 16th or February YJ.llg ·Hussein .proclaimed 

.his intention to su,press terrorist actions 
against Israel. Sin:& then the 1'ollow1ng 
~shave happened: 

"37 terrorist raids from Jordanian territory 
have tclten place at henvy co~t or life and 
lab to our citizens, extensive damage has been 
done to property end installations, a sense or 
physical insecurity has been created B.Dl'.)ngst a 
population ·sorely tried by griof and loss in 
the recent war, · and as. a climax, there ea.ma the 
borrif'ying expar1ence to wh1ch scores of our 
children -were submitted · in the gruesome attack · 
on them at Beer-Orah on 18 March. 

0 Xhua, ai'ter 16 February the situation which 
King Hussein promised to re~edy became much worse. 

"'!ho new and most aston1sh1ng ·development was 
-the emergence or tb.e Fatah group from clandes-
tine status to open, blatant, organized and 
virtually legalized opeiations under King Hussein's 
very eyes. In COJnps at Karamah· and at Safi 
hundreds or these men in uniform moved about, 
training and preparin« for murder and sabotaie 
1n Israeli territory, a tew kilometers across 
the frontier. We received the most authentic 
sn<l precise knowledge of daring plans for · 
at~ack in Spring ,md Summer. They aimed at cen­
tral nnd sonsit1ve tnrgebS. If they had carried 
this out, . how could· I and· ey associate.s : who had 
prior knowledge of them, have held up our heads 

-before our nation, before our ow conscience and 
before · the families of those who coul'd have-· 
.fallen? Nobody1 Mr. President, has moro ~.;per:..· 

·1ence than you or the ~ish involved in such . ' 



d1!ficult decisions 1n 'Which you can always coufit 
on Israel's understanding. 

uTho leaders of Jordan were tolorat1na: and 
sometimes encouraging the overt stationing on 
their territory or a sacond army openly vorking 
for the violation or Israeli security and ow~ 
no ob~dicnoe to the ceate-fire or any other 
international obligation. OUr lives were 
insecure, our roads unsafe. A terrorist organi­
zation wllich threatened botn Israel's security 
and Jordan's independent existence wao briJ:lgi~ 
Jordan and Israel into head-on oontl1ct. 

0 I cannot see why a blow struck at the Fatah 
should in itself cw,e any regret to Israel, to 
King Hussein, or to the United States. On the 
contrary, our common interest tor pence GrA 
secur1 ty has been advanced through the w eakeni.D& 
or one or the chief obstacles which stood in 
their wey. It would certair.ly be dest!"Uct1ve 1t 
the United Nations were to evade stron& criticism 
ot the El Fatah operatiorJ.S from Jordan. This 
would bo tantamount to inviting; the reorganization 
of Fatah camps. The psychological and therefore 
the political ettects in Israel would be incalcul­
able. · 

"I took 11trict m.sasures to ensure that the 
operation atould ba 41rected against the armed 
terrorists, nnd that civilians, women and 
children should not be ha~d. This humane 
restrictlon cost Israel a heavy price in life 
and limb. I think that King Hussein should 
understand · this, just as he should know that 
our target was not the Jordan J\rrriy, but n 
terrorist group which vas making that army's 
authority and purpose 1rrelevsnt. Nevertheless 
I must point out that the Jorde.n ArriiY bad some-

. ·tiltes surrender~d to the .Fntah pressure, end 
-·so1:1etimea given aid and cover to its operations • 
. I appreciate· your . et!orts, Mr. President, to 
influence King Hussain towards .making a cax1mua 
errort to suppress terrorism. I believe that 
he now hs.3 ~n increased capacity, first, to 
consolidate the cease-tire and then to move 
towuds a ne~ot1ated peace. These prospects 
require the maintenance 1n· the field or the . 
. U.N. Mission led by Ambassador Jarring. OUr 
Foreign Minister, 1-'..r • .Abbn Eban, ?las al:-~ady 
told Dr • . Jnrring that vo still accept his pro­
posal for peace conferences with the Arab States 
in Nicosia, ar.d 'Will work with him patiently to 

· help succeed in his mission, despite Nassor•s 
irresponsible · rejection or 'this proposal.- ' In. 
~he meantime, .Am~assador Jarr1r.s has accepted 



£MBASSY OF ISRAE:1 

our invitation to come to Jerusalem today to 
contribute to t~e ·relief or the 1:z:mediate ten­
sion between Isr&ol o.na Jordan. 

~I am convincoj thst this is an hour mt only 
or- tension but 41.so of opportunity. It we seize 
it,. vc can, yet advance the common purpose which 
the United ·St•to~ a."l.d Israel have been pursuing 
in such olose.-and fr.a.nk eooporation." 

Lavi Eahkol 
Primct Millister" 

~be .Ambassador or Israel avails b1mseU' ot this · 
opportunity o·r rene..,in,; to the Honorable the Secretary 
ot Sta~ ~ assurazices or his h1,heat consideration. 

Washington, o.c .. 
22 .March.1968 



Friday, March 22, 1968 

MR . PRESIDENT: 

Attached ia the awmnary report of con■ultatioaa on the 
Hill which our Ambaeaador to NA TO, Harlan CleTeluld, 
,mdertook at your r .. u.t. He •poke to 17 Senator• and 17 
Repre•eatatlv••· (Th.e li■t i■ at Tab A .) 

Hi• major concbt■iona are: 

1. There la contiDUed •upport in Co-,r••• for 
NATO. 

2. The Maaafield Reaolutioa i• •m•■cent -­
but NATO troop levela will become a major 
ia■ue if re•ervea are called up. 

3. U reaervea are called up, we ahould arpe 
we muat not be ,-lled out of Euo,- by events 
in A■ia. 

4. CoaareaaioD&l fruat:ration over VietDam la 
wideapread. The fact tae Europ--■ are not 

'1belpla1 u■" ia Vietnam ia often mentioned. 
Oppoaeata of our Vletaam policy are waitiaa 
to ••i•• on aome iaaue with Viebaam lmplica­
tiona, filibuater it to death, aACi briJaa abo11t 
a '41ama1lq and cliYi•lv• ■tate of affair Ii 

5. Tile Admillbtratioo ahould enaplaaai:ae that 
holdiq the line bl Europe and brbl1lai the 
Vietnam conflict to a ••cceaaflll coacluaion 
are both nece■aary part■ of a alobal atrate1y 
to keep the peace. 

DEC ASSI JED 
E.O. 1295. , Sec. 3.6 
NLJ C}'- - .;;i., 

By ~ , N D te .;J -1 9-,1 

MWG:mm 

w. w. Roatow 
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MEMORANDUM 

iiBC!t]!';Y -

Mr:. President: 

INFO: .ATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINOTOX 

Ma.rch 21, 1968, 7 :45 a.. m. 

JJ()YY r 
As you know from the press, the Israelis la.st night mounted a 

major raid on Arab terrorist bases on the east bank of the Jordan River. 

Your message got to Eshkol after the atta~.h~d been launched 
(8:45 p. m. EST last evening), and he responded by assuring you that this would 
be a limited raid and that Israeli forces would withdraw as soon as they had 
accomplished their mission of "preventing additional sabotage activities and 
disarming the terrorists. 11 Eshkol has just (5:50 a. m. EST) phoned Barbour to 
say that Israeli troops are now .in the process of withdrawing. Eshkol says he will 
respond more fully to your message. 

Three action items face us today: 

l. State will probably postpone signing the new Israeli P l/280 agreement, 
·scheduled for 10:30 a. m. today. We lay ourselves open to Israeli resentment ior 
"applying pressure, 11 but I don't see how we could sign th1s today. State would 
say everybody is "too busy" today and avoid any implication our delay is punitive; 

2. State is considering issuing early a statement built around the theme 
th.at "further violence cannot bring peace to the Middle East" and eA-prestsir.g our 
"concern and dismay" at Israeli military action. We can hardly remain silent, . 
and we would be as careful ~s possible about domestic Jewish opinion. The 
British hav-e already publicly urged withdrawal behind the June cease-fire lines. 

3. We have no indication yet that there will be a UN Security Con."lcil 
meeting, but this is a clear possibility. 

Harold H. Saunders 

SECftE'f' 



_..COlfl ID&'NTlllL-
SEJfstTIYE 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

A\.#.1. . .1.Vft 

Tlmr•. , Marcil 2 l~ 1968 
1:30 p. m. 

I laave received i..._nct word that Paal Nltse la 
dlatarbed Mca.n ha doe• DOt appear to be 
laYOIYed la tbe U•day• T• ... Y' ltri•fl-• 
--n•• Nick. It. la iaYelTad, a• be ••• laat 
drne. 

Should ha be lavlted ? 

Y•• ---
Mo 

Call me ---

.......... 

· on d ~MtNF. 0 TO BE A.N ADMINISTRATIVE 
MARKING. ,--: ~NCELLED PER E.O. 12356. 
SEC. , 3 f. :Ju ARCI-IIVIST'S MEMO OF 
MAR. 16. h, J 

BY-!1f-- (IN JI-Wt ~ 



INFORMATION 

Ttava4ar, Marcil 21. 1968 
'7:30 p.m. 

Mr. PN•ldaat: 

We 're off apla with Ban• and 
Aalamore. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

IEC&llT 

WWRoatow:rba 

34 ----

DECLAS HED 
E.0 . 12356, Siec. 3.41 _) 

\\~ H0tR G~, FebJ~)Jl i--

Bvv--. NAP,:-\., Datt - --



DECL\SSIFIED 
ltO. 12356. Sec. 3.4 

90\-1£1 

March ~O, 1968 

MEMO:Rk~UM FOR THE RECORD: 

Subject: Porth.coming Visit by Baggs and Ashmore to 
Hanoi. 

William Baggs called me from Miami this morning to say 
that be and Aslmlore had been inri.ted to come to Hanoi, and 
were planning to leave early next week. H,e :-Sf::1.d. that t.he.y .. · 
had een;; A me 1sage:~ to:-Ranoi. -••uggeas;~: ·:auch a;:.vtai.~ aad 
that . a. prOll\p~;xesponaa=-.had .arrived: ~~,1~ _f~r. :i:hem to..come 
to Phnom Penn. an.d._ pick.....up their visa,.- 'Their-paaspor.ta al;e 
aw~dy in. order as journaliata. · ,#..._ 

Baggs said that he well understood that there could be 
reservations here about Ashmore, and asked ~ether th~xe w~ 
ani--:P:9.lAt .·in his. talking .to us before . be· ·goes. I told him 
that in any situation of this sort it. ·wa:s.: certainly wise for:.,; 
r~~-ponsible visitor-a to:: understand .the • ll!tQt~ .. of the_,,,-play and · 
the _questi_q~-.. -that .were on our miads. I said that 1 could 
not undertake to answer whether we would have any message 
for him, but that we would give the matter thought. 

Ve finally agreed that he ,would::·come to.-~-.Wat..b.tngt~~ on 
Fr~dsy night ~nd·:· ca11-::w :. st· home on Ss.tur.day,i\111Dr.ning. · 
prefers to deal with the Under Secretary and myself. but i 
told him that the Governor and others might tnrn out to be 
the appropriate ones to handle it. 

If.!'·the, ·Secretn~ ,·agi;eea~ \UY •~stio~ld,.he ·-.thact­
Davidson .and .laham prepara~a- e1mmary . . of. tbe.,-:.pree-ent-·po~itton 
re.lat.ive .to . . San .Antonio,;:.,with·7re~ent-·pu1,11c .:statements· 
a~t.ached •. 7h1a could be the basis of any oral discuaaion on 
Saturday by wb.ane-ger the Secretary may duignate • 

Cc: 
. :~,J f.'v·~; Si L:·: W~W- P. Bundy 

The Secretary 
The Under Secretary 
Gov. Horriman · · . ··: -- . .. ,-
Mr. Habib (for Mr. Isham) 
S/S (for Mr. Walt Rostow, Mr. Helme and Secretary Clifford) 

' :~~PBundy:mk S~_.XDIS/E'LES ONLY 



INFORMATION 

Y81tZT 

Tbu-■day. Marcil Zl, 19'8 
7:25 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•lci•llt: 

Herewith Hu•ela react■ .. ,at1vel1 
to our 1-aluclaa me•••••· 

W. W. l'toatow 

Ammaa 3928 

--8Betll:T 

WWl'toatow:rln 

DECLA S IED 
E.O. 129:- , Gee. 3.6 
NLl 't - o1~ 

By · Date :1 -1?-"i? 

'51 ...,....,. 
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-SECRET-

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4985 
STATE GRNC 
.BT 
SE e ft ET AM~AN 3928 

NODIS 

REF: STATE 133587 

CONTROL: 5368Q 
RECD: A MARCH 21, 196~ 

7:56 A.M. 

°l. ~JE HAVE JUST BEEN ASKED BY XING'S PRIVATE SEC.RETARY TO 
S~ND FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM KING HUSSEIN TO PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON: 

2. QTE DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: HJ RESPONSE TO YOUR LETTER WHICH 
I JUST RECEIVED, I WISH TO POINT OUT THE FOLLOWING: WE ARE ~ow 
FIGHTING ONCE AGAIN, DEFENDI~G--IN THE FACE OF A BLATANT AN~ 
PREMEDITATED ISRAELI AGGRESSION--OUR LAND, OUR HOMES, THE 
SH~BBY TENTS OF THE VICTIMS OF CIVILIZATION, AND OUR HONOR. 
WE AR~ DOING SO WITH WHAT HAS . RE~AINED IN OUR HANDS IN THE WAY 
OF WEAPONS SINCE JUNE 1967, FACING OVERWHELMING ODDS, U~EQUI?PED 
AS WE ARE, NOT EVEN BY A FINALIZED AGREEMENT BETWEEN U$ FOk 
RESUP?LYING US WITH DEFENSIVE EQUIPMENT BY THE FRIENDLY UNITED 
STATES. 

PAGE 2 RUQMKG 3928AwS i e ft!! 

3. "IF THE BATTLE SHOULD GO THE WAY IT WELL MIGHT DO, THEN 
JORDAN, I TS HEAD OF STATE: I TS LEADERS, I TS ARMED FORCES A 11D 
ITS PEOPLE WOULD ALL BECOME THE VICTIMS O.F AMERICAN WE~.PONS, 
At D THEIR OWN FAITH IN THE UNITED STATES AND ITS PRESIDENT, 
AS WELL AS THE FRIENDSHIP WHICH THEY VALUED TO THE POINT OF 
REFUSING TO ACCEPT ANY OTHER OPTION TO aOLSTER THEIR DEFENCE 
I N THE FACE OF A HISTORY OF CONTINUED AGGRESSION. 

4. "I AM NOT, MJD SHALL NEVER HOLD MYSELF OR MY GOVERN MENT AN:) 
AR ~ED FORCE, RESPONSIBLE FO?. THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF THE 
ISRAELI FORCES OF OCCUPATION IN THE WEST BANK OF JORDAN AND THE 
REST OF THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES. NOR DO I EXPECT TO BE 
HELD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS. OECLASSIFIEO 
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-2- AMMAN 3928, MARCH 21 

5. "AS FOR THE INCIDENT OF MARCH 18 TO WHICH YOU, MR. PRESIJENT, 
REFERRED, I WISH TO STATE, FOR YOUR INFCRMATIO~, THAT AFTER A 
MOST THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, THIS INCIDENT COULD NOT BE TRACED 
"INNSANIN OR CONSEQUENCE, TO JORDAN. 

6. "WE HAVE TRIED OUR BEST, HONESTLY, FAITHFULLY AND SINCERELY 
TO LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR A JUST AND LASTING PEACE IN T~IS AREA. 
THE BLAME FOR FAILURE, IF IT OCCURS, MUST LIE SQUARELY ON THE 
ISRAELI SIDE AND ON THOSE WHO, KNOWINGLY OR UNDELIBERATELY, 

PAGE 3 HUQf~XG .3928A -e i: C ~ • T 
ENCOURAGE ISRAEL IN HER PLAN FOR THE DESTRUCTION. OF THE FI HST 

AND LAST CHANCE TO ACHIEVE PEACE. 

7. "WITH MY REGARD. SINCERELY, AL--HUSSEI~. UNQTE. 

8. CO~MENT: AS WE HAVE REPORTED, PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ARRIVED 
.AF!E~ ISRAELI ATTACKS HAD BEGUN (AND HAD BEEN l~ PROGRESS FOR 
THHEE HOURS). IN DELIVERING LETTER IT WAS EXPLAINED THAT 
IT HAD ORIGINATED PRIOR TO THIS MORNING'S ATT~CKS AND THAl A 
PRESIUL~IIAL MESSAGE HAD ALSO BEE~J SENT TO ISRAELI PRIME 
Ml NIST ER. 

9. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE TO HUSSEIN 
'EVOKED A VERY NEGATI.VE REACTION. KING WAS APPARENTLY PAR­
TICULARLY UPSET aY WHAT HE CONSIDERED IMPUTATIOrJ WE ~1ERE HOLDI~G 
JORDAN RESPONStBLE FOR BUS INCJDENT AND THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN 
SINCERE IN HIS "EFFORTS TO TRY TO CONTROL TERRORISTS. 

GP-1. SYMMES 
BT 
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Deliver following message urgently from President to 

King Hussein. Quote: Dear King Hussein; 

While I appreciate your problem in controlling terrorism· 

incidents such as that which occurred on March 18th cannot 

but arouse passions most destructive for common hopes for 

peace in the Middle East. 

I found your public statement of February 15th EE~~ 

courageous; but despite this statement and subsequent efforts 

·incidents have continued • 

. I appeal to you for a maximum effort to bring such 

incidents under firm control and to indicate by words and 

actions your de'termination to maintain an environment in 

which ·such violence cannot ·occur. 
_J 

l>r.ned by, 5 ~~ Toi. E•• · 
As received J:-.com/wllite House 
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I am making a strong appeal at this time to Prime Minister 

Eshkol to exercise restraint. 

Sincerely
1 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Unquote. 

End 

7 
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ACTION 

SEGI\E"f' 

Tllueclay, March 21, 1968 
7:ZO p.m. 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

Herewith a r•ct••t from Sec. Raek 
that J"CN aan• to ••• Al•• Bebler, a 
dl■t1a1lllalaed Y•••la.•, wbe baa a peace 
laltlatlve la mlad wlllcb Sec. lluk flade 
rea■oaal,ly c-•alal. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

11:GRBT 

WWl\o■tow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ '16- ~t. 'i 

By ~ • N D te .:i -J l -f7 



THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Request by Alex Behler for Appointment 
with you 

RECOMMENDATION: That you tentatively agree to receive 
Behler. 

APPROVE --------
DISAPPROVE -------

DISCUSSION: Mr. Alex Behler, a Yugoslav who is 
President of the World Federation of the United 
Nations Association, has told Ambassador Bowles 
in New Dehli that he will be having discussions in 
Moscow next week with Prime Minister Kosygin and 
Chairman Brezhnev on Bebler's proposal that the United 
Kingdom, USSR, Canada, India and Poland join in an 
appeal for a second Geneva Conference on Vietnam. 
Behler also states that both Canada and the United 
Kingdom have responded affirmatively to bis proposal 
and that after his talks in Moscow he will be seeing 
Prime Ministers Wilson and Pearson and U Thant and 
may see. President de Gaulle and the Pope. Behler 
feels it is critically important for him to be able 
to tell the Soviets that he will be seeing you • . 
Therefore, he requests an appointment with you in 
Washington sometime between April 3 and April 10. 

In view of the high level attention that Behler 
continues to attract and in line with our policy of 
exploring every possibility, however remote,that might 
lead to peace, I recommend that Behler be told that 
while it is impossible to make a definite commitment 
at this time we look favorably upon his request and 

DECLASSIFIED ..,SEGRiiT 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 Group I 
NW q6 -~6Z Excluded from automatic downgrading 

BY, Ck , NARA Date l/-.:3· ?7 and declassification. 



- 2 -

that he may tell the Soviets that you pl_an to receive 
him. However Bebler should be informed that we first 
expect him to discuss his mission with the Department 
of State. This will provide an opportunity· to inform 
Bebler that you are unavailable if at that time it is 
not advisable for you to receive him. 

Sc..,~.·'-' 
Dean Rusk 

SiCRii':P 

~.. -.. . ' .. 
-~-•- ;..~--;-w- . ........._ _.,, ~....--- • - - -~- ---- • 



Ma. PR.J:SIDENT t 

IMFO.RMATION tfo-µ 

Tlmraday, March 21, 1968 
3:45 ~ m. 

Ilck Bollla1 called me with the follewlag m"••P• alter 
empha•lain1 that he la abeolately flrm ta hl• a-.ppon of y._ on 
Vletaam. 

He fear■ that we are 1•ttl•1 lato a poettl• oa Vletaam 
that appear• ripd. He noted tlaat aome of Rockefeller•• mea 
were lealdag -- before he withdrew from the primarle• •• that 
Rockefeller would &JIIPl'•ch the Vietnam l••• la terma of 
11aa Aalaa aettlemeat." He tldllk• tllere la eome merit la thla 
idea even thollp it doe• not cbaap ov dlplonatlc pNltlaa on 
Vletaam ltaell. 

I ■aid the nap.U- waa relevant alld helpf"1, aad I wftld. 
,... ital••· 

W. W • .R.oatow 

cc: Hany McPhe r■on 



INJ"OttMAnON 

8Ec:&ZT 

Tlavau,-• March 11. 1968 
J:45 p.m. 

Mr. Pre■ldeat: 

Dlck Helm• left a 1leamy memoraas 
dwn on paclftcatlea at 1-.ek Tu■d•J• 
You may be latere.ted la Oea. l>•Pllf'• 
meaaved e,,alutl• ol lt •• prematve. 

w. w. Ro•tow 

RGllET 

WWRoatow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N L.J 'l (,. - ;1, 7 .:L 
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i:-i:: JO:!\!, C;·U::i=S Cl- s·i"AFr 
V✓A~H:NG',ON, ;).C. 20301 

OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 
COUNTERINSURGENCY AND SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

tHl ~OINT STAff 

21 March 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WHEELER 

Subject: CIA Inteiligence Memorandum on Pacification 

l. You asked me to comment on the attached report. 

2. The facts as set forth in the report are accurate 
to the best of our knowledge. The interpretation of the 
fac·ts 1s very gloomy. The thrust seems to be that all the· 
trends are running in the wrong direction. In fact, the . 
report indicates that they were running in the wrong direction 
before TET and t.his is certainly true with respect to the 
Chieu Hoi Program and may have been true with respect to 
pacification, a~it@4frii¥' !Sta#ct #l:CS.~#ttVl!f\¥ ¥ Qi BlfSi~•• 
~'i;;P4E:ktiswf4itWl&d::::mt5~4 a 

3 · ~i0%!t4¢S: ... J=~~~~~:~-¥.~~t;.OJ!~}10~~itfft4ff:l~ 
~c~-~~~~~~~;C~.,ta,.~.~ ,e.w:1:&:~:g .. - However, there 

:rs no need o araw final conclusions at this time. Ti:e 
situation is still moving with a mixture of pluses and 
minuses. · F~~~!,~tt_.~-:~3icfus-T~-ying 
~ar4 an~ .~s-;':.na~~~~a -:P.S.Y-C;h.o.logica:-1:;~i .~ ":~~~ ;I?rob:aoil~y 
tfie~ psy_c..nologJ.:w~_:.asp.e.ct Q,f: ~ :ne .s.:L.t.ua.tion . . we.i:ghs- :::1.n at ai:.ou-~ · 
9Q;~d. .the:· Pb¥~J.;c.:al,. asp~~~~;a;t -abou-t.:,..:r:o:-,:·pe~·~-p;t:~~$dd Zt::. on-e­
al~;;, rna~n .f.oi:,-ca.:..e.lemen;t.s·-~~e Sa~gon: ariea .. ~seem-:.to. be-
11:i. t:A,~a,:{+Pg --~b~e .. 1:s , . .,s;ome -eV.J.dence t-ha 't~th~.;_;.za7".~A- Di=v:. z::.o~ 

_-:..s A~9:iAS:w t-he- S9-_m~~ -~n; .t}'):~ :.D~~-g ar.e:~ ~ :.~n~t ~=-­
pr-e~s<;~r of i.A~s.e-.la.Z?ge;=-un-:1:ts- close to.,. ·t-he•-cit1:es--ana. tow:is -.. 

. Jii£V~·.s:. 8:; -~~:P.I'~ S}~;.~g_;:.;.~Y.·~~9.~~&.1 c a:-J; ette'.C-~,-.;:;'I~~.:y .1ir:..~ · 
tha~ tneir de.part.ur.e... .~s_usually ac.c.ompani.~~-p.~ :a; .-11:ft in · 
""' • •• ~ •:,i -,1._u . -....,...'lt., "-~ --- •~- •• _.._....# •,-· _., 4 , ., •• • • • • • • · • • 

&◄tlL t •~.;; ~- · · --·· C • 

4. There fore, a~~ ....... c-.w:. ~-~Y-:;l.:$;~-a.t:~~r,a;c:t;s.-:aI?e:· no.t -;7 
~ll_ir.; the situation is sti1L mov..ing.;;- ,anq:::any::::fin-a'l. .. 
~s.smen-tw.~~ ~t:e'matu;!? ... - I d'o n·ot·- bel'ie·ve the-: CIA repor't 
lays adequate emphasis on these facts. It appears · that 
although they throw in a caveat or two, . t;:J.tfflYi1¢1'&rWl~~ o... 
·aonircvi:Aie }~lae1· n.-aliRff"JD1~aliitmwa1t14:i.~'"if ~ 

. DECLASSIFIED . 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.) 'l' - ~ 13 ~W:t~ET ... ¾ 

By ~ , NARADate ~ //;(l4-. .JL ~~. 
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I . , 

~ .e)?;i.-o~a:~4;.,w4-:1~~~.in~~ :t·q -d~.:t:e,~a.t:m This 
colors all of their estimatas either of trer.ds or· of OB. 
If you are called upon to com.-nent on the report,~~ 
r~~~.u- . s;~R~~· -~ake. .~b.e. ::Q.O s_;ti-on -th.a.y:· it.c-...:.i~.;;p~_Mlfre·· 
~-~~~Y--~.;~;Y;;;.t~:r..~;_;£9n_~.l'l..S~.:QJ1·S a11-~ ~that;_·.b:r-:-J.u~,y- · 
~e -;.-M~YA;..4;;s,e:ry: :rnu.c:h c la~.re r : :P ie:t·ure . :0-.&.~mr~ 
R~ARi:: r t ·be;;·ena::ow;·-a ri~PO·spe-c·t :a:,.;;for-... t,'her-tu-t WZA;~ 

~~,:----, 
ii. E.~Y 
Major General, USA 

.. 



'MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION ft 

TOi9 !E CR£ 'f' / SEMSf'l'iVE 

LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

WAIHINOTON 

Thursday, March 21, 1968 
l :15 p. m. 

I indicated briefly to you yesterday morning the sequence which I have come 
to believe we should follow in the months ahead with respect to Vietnam policy. 
I am putting it on paper so that you can consider it for what it may be worth. 

l. 4 U:~-Tlue·uc:o·mmitinent:t~.ad.~ ti.91?-~.l·•· -~5~,9.~~i:6t~ se 
plus other Vietnamese action to assume a greater proportionate responsibility 
in the war. ti!!i~.!:.~ -o{J~~:.t~~:§;,..J,\li::a.QJTiftTili'etaitcaa:Jown;;tlia$iioia, but 
of course it will require follow-up day by day. 

2. ,U; · ·S~iHt~r-r-off~~-. I attach, to ref re sh your memory, 
Westy's plan to go on the offensive in I Corps in April. 

I believe he should be encouraged to move out, if any~hing, at an 
accelerated pace. Y_9,u;,,& .. lwul.9cl?~-A~~~ilfii;p~~ 
seem-to b !_-,.E~~l~g---bil_<;:J~:Jp -:a:;»-~m.b..c~-;;p~1;,Ujrans;to:~. We do not 
know what their intention is: 

- - t9::.~~~~_E!£0~~ 
- - tQ':avoi : ~~tie• · ·w.hi.cl\;.'~t~~itimrs::h1W~~s 

~-:iPl"p"O&e-~p·on.-.,the.m;.7, 

- - tQ: ·l.e.~Ca:rt~y.;and~ :a Qbb.y,;-Kei,uiedy-,;ftght·lne-,war:-f~,t~·mz 

But the fact is there and, for the first time since the Tet offensive began, ~ 
c ~\Ial,~e . ~nd ~ u~~~;e·i!~Uul.~fl:~k:.r.ow.ar.d:itb~v~%a-g~--q;o3~~~ 

~4~ ~~9.-! -beJie_y~ w~:~ h<tuld;$ait--:to :se~--w~~eiz;next:ni'ove.;i's-:-=-r believe~Wellty 
s~oulcLga.,: out:..and face_t)l&tp. In any case, it is important that over the next 
month or so, the military news from Vietnam shows that we have the milita~y 
initiative and they are not simply hunkered up waiting for another enemy blow. 

3. As this new military position becomes more clear to our people, ~e- ~}:lollt~ ,~ I\ 
the~··&hoo.t =for a -inaJor= pe·a.ce ··offe.nsive:·-fa"rgetted:'f~~~ay;:;,Ma-y:;-J;s~ As you know, l '~ 

I believe that Thieu and the South Vietnamese should be the center of it; but we 
should play our part and we should bring the Pope, the Roumanians, the Russians, 
etc. , into the game to the maximum. 

4. M~~~~!ri~ ~.h~.l:>Jr.itt&iP.g-..;the·:tun~~vel~gy::f 011-tne 
next.~y~ar. on th~ ass-g.mptiQn .that..Hanoj_ ~ll- -not r~~P.~1?-~-to..~~:J)~~f(~P.~~ve 
~f..;May... In particular, we should consider three strategies: 

DBO.ASSmED 

... 

Aut:11orlty YJc j: ,f~-qs- = 
By LLWl¼r NA.RA, Int~ , 1/-S 'f ~ -~ , -~-:~e77F\;r._?:7 : ,. · • -... : ·· :. · · ~ · 
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't.OP SECRET /SEMS!'fIVE 
LITERALLY EYES ONLY -2-

-- a.;coA,t,i.~uati~n -of·our strategy of 19.66-6T:~ that is, rega.im.ng our 
position in the countryside, extending pacification, and grinding along 
on the basis of slowly reducing the VC manpower base in the South, 
which we are doing at the rate of about one million per year through 
movement to the cities, plus refugees from VC areas, plus extended 
control in the countryside. 

-- ~ s~.= c;.a.!l~d _population ,eontrol strategy. in which we would keep U.S. 
as well as Vietnamese forces in a position to give more regular and 
steady protection to the South Vietnamese population centers rather 
than grappling with the North Vietnamese units at the frontiers • 

. Westy would defend his policy of 1966-67 as a population protection 
strategy in the face of North Vietnamese pressures across the frontiers. 
But it is conceivable that, after very careful analysis with Westy on the 
scene, some practical difference could be identified between the policy 
that he has been following and a policy of so-called population protection. 
As you know, I am skeptical of any abstract debate of this proposition 
until it is . tested against actual force distributions and utilization on 
the spot in detail. 

The latter strategy involves adopting one or more of the following 
three courses of action: 

- - JP-;~ng:.•.!g~,·Ji~!:!1.:Xi.e.t,I).a..mUJt;.b.arbor&'and trying to interdict the 
transport .routes from China: 

-- invading _!h..tt:112.q,the.ncpa;rt:¢£:.:.No·r .tli-:..Vietnam--.:a13:9;:,g:l,g,ckiP.g;;~e~~t~-anspo~t" 
rqutes fro~r..-. ~ay, .:V:l~ll~oth~the: ~.gia:.pa,s.wnto.:.L ·aos;:and::the:road~ 
t.9..Jhe D~~; or 

- - · .,moving into:---Lao·S--,:on "Route· .. 9 :.and. blocki.ng,_,,c;>!?:; th-e.: g~ound_. .the Laos 
transport .routes-·into South Vietnam just s:0.11tb:_<2L.ill~:::llth .pal".allel_ 

In different ways, ·any one of these three actions could put a very tough set 
of decisions to Hanoi and to its allies. I happen to believe that if the South 
Vietnamese government is on its feet and tolerably effective; we are moving 
forward militarily in the south, even if slowly: our terms for a settlement 
remain modest and legitimate: that neither the Soviet Union nor Communist 
China would escalate the war and that we would have a chance of bringing it 
mo~e .quickly to an end. I feel in my bones that after the Tet offensive, things 
can never be quite the same, and that a simple return to the 1966-67 str.ategy 
will not wash • 

... . - -
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W}?.~t ·:~ -arn:;l'e·c.om'm·ending: is::-aimply-tbat· we · car~y:~·out:"the::mofi~-care·tu1 
. s~ w~:l"lc on.~.~es~ ·i!Llternatives J~o~ t~e_ pre_se!lt.:J'orward;. so. that :you­
e:an .rnak~ a rationalJudg~e.nt .. as __ to· .w:¥c°p.~Y~!!~..,.:&..Q.:~..the~Ma.y.:pea·ce 
o.{f ~nsi ve .envi aage cl.h!' ro:.i~ould...fail., ~ 

IJ/~stow 

TOP SECRET attachment 

-· - , ..... -. .... . . - -· ... 



Copy c£ :Y..AC 03572 EYES ONLY ),farch 15, 1968 

Subjoct: I Co:-ps Operations 

1. I have revlow~d Co:i. Cuah:n.m' a plaa fer the riex.t six-eight. 
weeks in Northern I Corp=. Priority will be given to cestroyi:lg . 
enemy !orcos in coaotal aroaa of Tbua Th1en &nd Quang Tri; blocking 
enemy u:.e o: ltouto 5~7 aad mterdicting bis ·U'De)Qf communic~on in tl-.e 
A Sbu valloy: :mc1 mounting o!!enaivo oporatiou againot eD.Cmy fo:-cos 
i.i Khc Sanh aroa; to include opon1D1 ot RO\lte 9. Tbe latter la plannod 
to comme~ about i April. 

2. ..-\Q n result of above prioritieo, with e~romo toaw::ds on lo~,;tlc: 
a:2d helicopte:- suppo%t, Oon.. Cushman ~oea not plan to cxocuto the a:sc:z.ult 
and occ:upatlou. o! A Shau valley and raida into tho aaaoc~tod ba.so ar~as 
607 ar.d 611, u bad boa planned a= approved !or approximately 1 Ap:-il. 
IA lieu of ~sar.ult oporationa into the A Shau valley. extanaive roco:i:iai~::ian.c:e 
opera.tio~ by U. s. and Vletnamoso special forces, and organic .issets 
will continue alcng Route 547 "to the valley. Tbe recosmaia~aaca will bo 
b.:.cked up by a.~ loaat one brlgado of the lOlat Airborm, · operating out 
of Cumbc:rlalld fire buo. Tar1ots in the VAlley will bo developed !or &ii­
and artillflry attack. Raids of abort duration by air mobile torcoa ma.y be 
conducted to baraaa and deatroy enomy lopstical lutall.tlou. 

3. in conjunctiou with o~ra.tl<=s beglnclng in early April alo:ig· 
Hich•,-;,ay 9 ~ cu tho Khe Sa:ah plateau, we will aubmlt contiD~ncy plana 
employiu~ up to brigade sizes forces (US/ AllVN) la oporationa agai:at o~my 
bas:;s ir. Laos. TheDe plane will be focused on 1cDOWll 012.emy lnabllattou 
~d/ vr fol"ce~ which we cariDot reduce by B-52 strike•• tactical air ac.d 
oth~;.• mc:~sures short o! lncuraiou by grOUJld forces. Plau will be 
in cc.iso~"'nt:o with Soo.theact Aal& CoorciDatlon Ccmtorenca dlacus:siona 
.a:d coo:-dimued with .AmeriCAZl Embaasy1 Laoa. I wl11 keep yoo. a.ppi-1aa4 
c.! ~r ~ =ad requiromollb a1 they evolve. 

i=OP SECliid EYES ONLy' ':· 

DECl.ilm1IED 

Authoricy a?S/J /;c t/U,/!f 
By~ . NARA. Date :C/f~ 
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INFORMAnoN 

-s1:C1tEr 
T.lavaday, Marcil Zl. 19'8 
12:35 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•uleat: 

You ID&J' be bdere•ted la thl■ 
accoaat of l"reach 111111elpf1alae•• wltb 
re■pect to tile receat 1olt1 crl■ l■, wblch 
1 a■ked CIA to prepare. 

The ■how ••wa l• Ukely to come 
nest week la Steckholm IA die Special 
Drawta1 llqjlte, •• ladlcated on 
J>&&•• 1-10. 

W. W. Jl.oatow 

-n:cazT 

ER 1M 68-32 
March 1968 
Copy No. 1 
latelll1eace Memorandum . 

DEC ASS FIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N LJ 'i {, - ;) 7 .;l.__ 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE -AGENCY 
Directorate_ of _Intelligence 

20 March· l968 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

French Actions in the Recent Gold Crisis 

Summary 

French government attitudes, and the actions of 
some French officials, were important factors 
contributing to the massive speculation against 
the dollar and the pound during the recent gold 
crisis. In the weeks immediately following the 
devaluation of the pound on 18 November 1967, the 
French fanned the speculative flames by leaking 
uns~ttling financial news to the press and may have 
encouraged some countries to convert their dollars 
into gold.* By mid-December, however, the French 
government had become concerned about the deepening 
crisis and subsequently has generally refrained from 
unsettling actions. 

Under De Gaulle the French government has con­
sistently opposed the dominant role of the dollar 
in international finance, has pressed for elimina­
tion of the US balance-of-payments deficit, and has 
called for an increase in the official price -of gold 
and the use of gold as the only international re­
serve . . Over recent years, the French have converted 

* Throughout the November-March crisis, the USSR, 
Communist China, and other Communist countries 
pZayed a smaZZ roZe in Western goZd markets. 
Reported Communist purchases of fold were abo~t 
$47 miZZion for Communist China and $143 miZZion 
for the USSR and Eastern Europe. HoiJ,ever, the 
absence of these purchases wouZd not have signifi-
cantZy diminished the intensity of the rush against 
the monetary goZd reserves of .the goZd pooZ members. 

Note: This memorandum was produced soZeZy by CIA. 
It was prepared by the Office of Economic Research 
and was coordinated with the Office of Current 
In te Z Zigence. · 



nearly all their official reserves from dollars 
into gold, reduced their cooperation with the 
other fi~ancial powers by withdrawing from the 
London gold pool, and delayed agreement on and 

· adoption of us proposals for increasing world 
reserves through creation of new international 
assets under the International Monetary Fund. 

_ The recent agreement among gold pool members to 
stop buying and selling gold in the private market 
will not prevent the French from continuing to 
promote the role of gold or from attacking the 
dollar if they choose to do so. If they feel that 
US measures are inadequate, the French will almost 
certainly try to block reforms of the international 
monetary system through the issuance of special 
drawing rights by the ·rnternational Monetary Fund. 
The effectiveness of French policy, however, will 
be limited by the small size of France's dollar 
holdings, and the disappearance of the French 
balance-of-payments surplus. France's Common Market 
partne~s seem inclined to cooperate with the United 
States in international financial matters if the 
United States takes strong action to reduce its 
balance-of-paymen~s deficit. Future French moves, 
moreover, probably will be inhibited by the desire 
to avoid international monetary disorganization •. 

- 2 -

il!A'jil Pt 



The French View 

1. Under De Gaulle the French government has 
fundamentally disagreed with the United States and 
most of the other major financial powers on the 
nature, the cause, and the appropriate cures for 
the difficulties which have beset the international 
financial system. France's approach to international 
.finance is an extremely conservative one. France 
.is --:opposed to arrangements (the so-called gold ex­
change standard) whereby the dollar and the pound 
.serve together with gold as major media of inter­
national settlement and as international reserves. 
It opposes the domination of the world's financial 
markets by New York and London. 

·. 2·. · Most important, France considers the per­
sistence of a US balance-of-payments deficit a 
means by which the United States forces European 
countries ·to hola dollars that are indirectly 
financing the invasion of US firms in Europe and 
us · foreign policies distasteful to De Gaulle, such 
as the Vietnam War. France has consistently pressed 
for an increase in the official price of gold in 
order to achieve a sufficient increase in the pur­
chasing power of world gold reserves to permit the 
supplanting of -the dollar as a reserve currency. 
However, the French government has not desired the 
devaluation of the dollar in relation . to the franc, 
because it believes that the French balance of pay­
ments could not stand the shock. A dollar devaluation 
would almost certainly be followed promptly by a 
'franc devaluation of equal or greater size. 

Early French Actions 

3. The De Gaulle government has expounded its 
monetary views whenever a proper forum was available 
and began taking actions to back them up several 
years ago. French monetary and fiscal policies 
have been designed to create surpluses in the French 
balance of payments most of the time and in this 
way to build up French monetary reserves. As these 
reserves grew rapidly during the early and mid-1960's, 
they were converted increasingly from dollars into 
gold. This involved the purchase of $2.9 billion 
in gold direct from the US Treasury. Direct purchases 
from the United States ended in late 1966, when the 
French balan~e-:of-payments surplus almost disappeared 

. . 
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and French dollar holdings had declined to about 
one-half billion dollars. 

4. ·Although after 1966 France no longer had 
large amounts of surplus dollars it could convert 
into gold, it continued to promote the world role 
of gal~. Since 1961, France had been a member of 
an informal group known as the gold pool (together 
with the United States, the United Kingdom, West 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands , Belgium, · and _ 
Switzerland} , the function of which was to stabilize 
the free · market price of gold at $35 an ounce and 
to distribute the burden of any losses according 
to agreed on proportions. The French share was 
9.3 percent. The arrangement worked well through 
1965, with the pool members gaining as much gold 
as they lost. In 1966, however, sales to private 
hoarders and industrial users began to out-pace 
purchases from new production and diminishing Soviet 
gold sales. The members of the pool began to lose 
increasing· amounts of gold to the free market. In 
June 1967, France decided to withdraw from the pool 
in order to avoid continued easing of the strain on 
the US gold reserve and in the hope that its action 
would enhance the ~ances of an increase in the 
price of gold. By agreement among the pool members, 
French withdrawal was kept from public knowledge. 

5. While attacking the dollar by buying gold and 
ceasing cooperation through the gold pool, France 
also used its influence to prevent adoption of US 
proposals for ·reforms of · ·the international monetary 
system which could supplement and eventually supplant 
both dollars and gold. After lengthy negotiations, 
in the summer of 1967 France joined in the agreement· 
on creation of additional reserve assets -- the 
so-called II special drawing rights" (SOR' s) to be 
issued through the International Monetary rund. 
But implementation of the agreeinent was left 
indefinite, presumably contingent on a reduction 
of the US balance-of-payments deficit. Moreover, at 
French insistence, the Common Market countries 
received a veto power over the timing and manner 
of implementing the agreement. Although France has 
not been alone in insisting on a reduction in the 
us balance-of-payments deficit as a condition for 
implementing the agreement, it is clear that . the 
French position has been the most negative and that 
French obstruction of negotiations has created 
lengthy delays. These delays in turn have contrib­
uted to the severity of the recent gold crisis. 

- 4 ..:. --.. ~~-?-< .. 



French Actions Subsequent to Devaluation 
of Sterling 

6. As a result of the June 1967 war in the 
Middle East which closed the Suez canal and tem- · 
porarily shut off some of the United Kingdom's ·· 
sources of petrolewn, plus a badly deteriorating 
balance of payments and serious economic difficul­
ties at home, the British were brought inevitably ·' 
to the point of devaluation. · 

7. The devaluation of the pound on 18 November·_ 
1967 created serious uncertainties in the world's .-~ 
gold and foreign exchange markets. It was followed 
by a serious acceleration in private hoarding ·of ·· 
gold and parallel losses of reserves of gold pool 
members. French government attitudes and the 
actions of French officials in the weeks immediately 
·following the devaluation of the pound contributed. 
greatly to the uncertainty and helped to precipi­
tate the ultimate gold crisis. It is unlikely that 
the French intended to create the crisis, however, 
and after mid-December they tried to disassociate 
themselves from it and to avoid unsettling actions. 

The Le Monde · Incidents 

8. Late in November 1967, the Parisian press -­
mainly· the newspaper Le Monde, under the byline of 
the respected financial writer Paul Fabra -- began 
to publish accurate and unsettling news about 
international financial developments. The most 
stunning item was news that France had withdrawn 
from the gold pool months before, with the United 
States shouldering France's 9.3 percent share of 
pool losses as well as its own share of SO percent. 
There were other items as well: that $1 billion 
of the $1.4 billion pledged through the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund to $Upport sterling after 
devaluation had already been •mortgaged" and 
actually was not available to dispatch outstanding 
British obligations; gold pool sales volumes; 
figures on British and us drawings against the 
:swap arrangements exchanged among the major central 
banks; a whole series of reports on negotiations 
for additional loans to the United Kingdom; and 
exaggerated figures on ·increases in the members' 
contributions to the gold· pool. 
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9. All of this information had been closely 
held. In fact, some of it was discussed only -orally 
among the gold pool members at their periodic 
meetings i~ Basel, at which French representatives 
were present. It appeared that the closed society 
of central bankers had a large leak ,1 

10. All this news rapidly became public -- not 
only the leaks themselves, but also the alleged 
source. The story was current that a small coterie 
of overzealous Gaullists was attempting to push 
the world monetary machinery over the edge to 

. increase the price of gold -- which, in Gaullist 
· eyes, could be the only possible result of an 
attack on _the dollar. 

Other Developments 

11. Other events roiled the waters as well. 
It was learned in mid-December that Algeria was 
using $150 million (in dollars), bought with its 
franc reserves in Paris, to buy gold directly· 
from . the United States. 

12 . .. Most of these . reports are probab~y fac­
tually correct. They indicate a continuation of 
the genera_! _. French p·olicy · of . putting pressure. on 
the dollar. But they do not substantiate the 
existence _of a · French plot _to bring __ down the .. dollar 
in the wake of the ·deval.ua·tion of'. ·sterli.n:g·_.- ·· Some 
of the reports probab1y . .. repre·sent isolated 'pl·oys 
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on the part of overzealous people _ 
The weight o_f evidence, bn the contrary, indicates 
that by mid-December the French govemment had 
become apprehensive about the developing crisis. 
Presumably it feared that the crisis would lead 
to unsettled conditions and severe monetary dis­
turbances, which it wanted to avoid, even if the 
eventual result was an increase in the price of 
gold. Some reports even suggest that firm in­
structions were issued from high levels within 
the French government to cease any actions that 
might add to the specul~tive fever. 

13. The real importance of _all these develop­
ments, however, lies in the attitude of the public 
at large, the public that actually bought the gold, 
sold the sterling· and dollars, and feared imminent 
collapse of the world monetary system. This public 
was convinced of official French complicity. 
Moreover, the no~ion was daily gaining ground that 
the oft-repeated Gaullist thesis was correct: 
that the dollar could not hold out, that the OS .. 
gold stock could be profitably assaulted, and .that 
the dollar devaluatiQn that soon would yield great 
profits to gold holders was indeed imminent. 

14. Throughout the crisis, .the position of 
the French central bank, the Banque de France, 
whose governor, M. BrW1et, has been a particular 
friend of the United States, seemed .ambivalent. 
Its strong inclination toward close cooperation 
with foreign monetary authorities is · •inconsistent 
with some of the actions attributed to it during 
the crisis ·. Senior officials of the Bank were 
apprehensive about French govemment policies, 
although it was also clear that the Bank was at 
all times under the control of the Finance Minister 
in matters of policy. 

15. The annoW1cement, on 1 January 1968, of 
President Johnson's new balance-of-payments pro­
gram s~e~d the. tide o~ deepening crisis for 
only eight working days,: after ·which the pressure 
on . the London gold pool .resumed, slowly at first, 
·then wi·th~gathe:ring·_:·1z1tensity •.. From •this point·. 
onward, however, reports of French involvement 
diminished _significantly. Moreover,:·· Qn._an · official 
level, . the French continued to_ act :_ w;i.th perfect · 
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correctness. France even had an opportunity, as 
a result of substantial inflows of dollars during 
November and Deceinber, to buy some gold directly 
from the United States, which it declined to do, 
preferring to label the dollars as "hot" money 
that might all too soon leave France again. There 
were a few statements reiterating the old Gaullist 
monetary line and calling for an increase in the 
price of gold -- some of these coming from De 
Gaulle's adviser on gold policy, Jacques Ruef£. 
No solid evidence exists that the French government 
engaged in covert activity to intensify the last,. 
most crucial phase of the gold/dollar crisis. 

What Will France Do Now? 

16. It is not likely that the agreement of 
the gold pool members to cease buying and selling 
gold· in the free market will induce the French 
government to abandon its long-held view that the 
P.rice of gold should be increased, that the United 
States should put its balance of payments in order, 
or that the world should be put on something approach~ 
ing a full gold standard for international settle- · 
ments. The French will continue to press for 
adoption of international monetary policies and 
institutions consistent with its view. The French 
have a number of ways to bring pressure on the 
pound sterling and on the dollar in the future. 
These include: 

a. Opposing the plan for setting 
up Special Drawing Rights (SDR's) which 
will be- taken up by the finance ministers 
of the ten largest Western financial 
powers at a meeting on 29 March to be 
held in Sweden. The SDR's would ease 
the balance-of-payments problem of the 
United States and the United Kingdom, 
since they would give these two coun­
tries, as well as all other members of 
the International Monetary Fund, the 
right to draw on additional amounts of 
key foreign currencies for extended 
periods of time • 
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b. Insisting on settlement of any 
balance-of-payments surplus with the 
United States or the United Kingdom in 
gold and encouraging other nations to 
do the same. Linked to this position 
would be France's insistence on the 
right not to accept another nation's 
SDR's, if the International Monetary 
Fund ratifies such a plan. At the 
extreme, France could sell monetary 
gold obtained from the United States 
at $35 an ounce to private individuals, 
but this practice would create con­
siderable risk of detection if carried 
out on any scale. 

c. Encouraging other nations with 
whom France has financial or diplomatic 
influence to minimize their holdings 
of dollars and pounds. 

d. Taking advantage of France's 
strong reserve position and Common 
Market leadership to replace London 
in part with Paris as a center for 
selling South Africa's gold produc­
tion. Substantial advantages, how­
ever, ·still accrue to London and to 
Zurich. A parallel effort would be 
to make Paris more of a financial 
center for Western Europe at the 
expense of London. 

e. Spreading damaging rumors 
with respect to the pound and the 
dollar. 

17. There are, however, some major inhibi­
tions and barriers to French action. France 
wishes to avoid dismantling the international 
monetary machinery because this machinery plays 
an important role in promoting international 
trade, and in particular France does not want 
the dollar devalued in relation to the franc. 
France may, therefore, cooperate to a degree 
with ; the United States and other financial 
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powers to limit speculation in gold and dollars. 
French leverage is limited by the fact that French 
dollar reserves are now small and the French 
balance of payments is unlikely to be in surplus 
for the. next year or two. And France cannot 
count on having an effective veto power over 
adoption of the SDR scheme. If the United States 
takes sufficiently strong monetary and fiscal 
action to improve its balance of payments, the 
other Common Market countries may support the 
SDR scheme in spite of probable French opposition. 
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(GVN English trans] 
be broadcast evening 

m of radio/TV address by Pr lent Thieu to 
March 21, probably around 8 pm Saigon time) 

March 21, 
Subject: Speech by President Thieu 

Dear Compatriots, 

1968 

Today I would like to speak to you about the progress in the relief work. 
As of today, the number of refugees in the entire nation has been reduced to 
405,000. In comparison with the figure of 700, 000 last month, it has 
decreased by 300, 000, because security has been re-established in the 
suburban areas and normal life returned to the towns and cities. Up to 
now, the essential items distributed to the refugees include: 

20, 000 tons of rice 
300,000 cans of condensed milk 
280, 000 cans of meat 
140, 000 cans of fish 

37, 000 tons of dried fish 
80,000 blankets 
19,000 mosquito nets 

In addition, there are other essential items distributed to the refugees 
such as sugar, fish sauce, and clothes. 

The amount of money which the government made available to the provinces 
for relief is 274 million piasters. 

In the capital itself, the number of refugees which on March l _was 
160,000 in 78 centers has been now reduced to 78,000 in 54 centers. All the 
public schools utilized as refugee centers have now become free again. A 
limited number of private schools which have not yet been returned to their 
former use, will be so before the end of this month, so that the pupils and 
students can resume their studies at the beginning of April. 

As for the amount of relief supplies, I would like to _recall that, for the 
time being, the government maintains the pre-established criteria: 

-- In Hue, each family whose house has been damaged receives 10,000 
piasters, 20 large iron sheets, and 10 bags of cement. 

-- In Saigon and in the town of Gia Dinh, each family whose house has 
been damaged receives 10,000 piasters, 10 large iron sheets, and 10 bags 
of cement. 

In other areas in the nation each family whose house has been d~maged 
receives 5,000 piasters, 10 large iron sheets, and 10 bags of cement. 

Those who still remain in the refugee centers continue to receive their 
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daily rice rations until they receive their allowances in money, -- iron sheets 
and cement to return to their former homes. 

In some areas, the refugees receive additional food items such as milk, 
sugar, fish sauce, etc., aside from their rice rations which are indispensable 
in every case. 

Those who have not yet received their allowances in money, iron sheets 
and cement, but who have already left the refugee centers to live temporarily 
in the houses of their relatives, continue to receive their rice rations until 
further notice by the government. _After the results of the _ one month fund drive 
are known, the Central Relief Committee will study the possibility of further -_ 
help to the refugees. 

I mention the various relief items to be distributed to the refuge~s in 
order for everybody to know what he is entitled to, and to avoid possible 
malpractices by members of the organizations implementing this program. 
I shall severely punish all malpractices relative to this relief program, because 
I consider them not only as inhuman acts but also as sabotage against a very 
important national undertaking, and as possible acts ·of connivance with 
the enemy. 

Concerning the allowances of money, iron sheets and cement to the 
refugees, the government will do its best to expedite their distributions,­
and I have already given instructions to local authorities to distribute these 
items immediately to the refugees as soon as they are received from the 
central government. 

In Hue, the first distribution of relief supplies to 500 families has been 
done 3 days ago. 

In Saigon, it has been done to 300 families in the. 6th, 7th, and 8th 
precincts. In Can Tho, distribution has been made to 200 families. From 
now on, the distribution will be made more rapidly,. with the achievement of 
the census. 

As for the authorization to rebuild the houses in the provinces, I know 
that some provincial authorities are not expeditious. Therefore, I reiterate 
the following precise instructions: 

-- First, those who want to rebuild or repair their houses by themselves, 
or who wish to leave the refugee ·centers to return to their former houses in 
order to rebuild them, whether · or not they··have received allowances in money, 
iron sheets and cement, should receive prompt authorization from the local 
authorities. The procedure for such authorizations should be achieved in 
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one day or two, not in one week or 10 days, with undue difficulties as pretexts 
for requests of bribes. 

-- Second, in the provinces, the problem of zoning and esthetic restora­
tion should not be posed. To be realistic, authorization should be given to 
those who want to rebuild on the foundations of their former houses. In 
particular, the houses which remain intact should not be bulldozed away. 
In the areas inhabited by low income families, which lack elementary sanitary 
conditions, and are exposed to dangers of accidental fires, some roads should 
be built or broadened just enough to ameliorate the health conditions and to 
assure protection against fire. The owners of the few houses which happen 
to be situated on the locations of these new roads should receive in compen­
sation from the government a~other piece of land, if possible near their 
former houses. 

-- Finally, I would like to recall to the provincial authorities that, in 
the relief program, I pay special attention to the administration of the refugee 
centers, and that severe punishments will be meted out in case of abuses. 
I have mentioned many times to the province chiefs that the administration 
of these centers should be well organized, and confided to trustworthy and 
honest senior officials with the help of local organizations. Next to it is the 
problem of honesty and integrity, and strict control of the honesty and integrity 
of the officials of the lower echelons; all those who commit abuses will be 
brought before the courts, and they will receive no indulgence. 

After the problem of relief and assistance, I would like to address you 
today on some problems relating to the two main fields in the nation: 

The efforts in our military struggle. 
The efforts for reforms in some other areas. 
The efforts in our struggle against the Communist aggression. 

As I have said many times before, the Communists and their instrument, 
the so-called NLF, have been determined to win this year some important· 
military victory in order to obtain some political advantages at the conference 
table.. If they fail in this attempt they will try to return to the rural areas 
to take over manpower and resources, to continue the sabotage for some more 
time, even though they cannot win decisively. The Communists are not stronger · 
than before, but they will ta.ke risks in putting all their remaining forces in 
their last attemp~s this year. 

So far, the Communists have suffered very heavy losses, 53,537 casualties 
since their Tet offensive, while our forces and allied forces suffered only 6, 700 
casualties. In spite of this, the Communists surely will risk once again in an even 
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bolder fashion. Therefore, we must be determined to put an end to their 
dreams of aggression. We are determined to wreck their plans. 

We will not let the Communists win this year, or any other year. 

-- Our Army has fought bravely, and today, on every battlefield, 
has counterattacked and regained initiative. 

-- The population has refused any cooperation with the Communists. 
The army, the civil servants, cadres,-- no one betrayed the nation and 
defected to the enemies, and that is a bitter failure for them, and that has 
caused the Hanoi regime and its tools in the South to review their whole policy. 

Our allies, especially American forces, have helped us greatly. 
They have also made conside_rable sacrifices, and inflicted heavy losses on 
the enemy. 

Our allies in the free world will give us more military and economic 
assistance. But for our part, I think that we must make greater efforts and 
accept more sacrifices because, as I have said many times, this is our country, 
the existence of our nation is at stake, and this is mainly a Vietnamese re­
sponsibility-. We niust demonstrate that we deserve their support, and gain 
the respect of other nations. 

Therefore, the government decides first of all to reinforce the combat 
capability in every way to efficiently meet the situation, so that on the one 
hand we will be able to protect the provinces and districts, and on the other, 
to attack and destroy the enemy, to protect and rebuild the rural areas. 

I have decided to increase the armed forces by 135,000 men in the 
first phase. This measure must be carried out urgently. This requires the 
mobilization of more age groups, first of all the 19- and 18-year-olds, and 
the recall of veterans under 33 years of age with less than 5 years of military 
service. The Department of Defense is implementi~g these_ measures. 

So far the results are very encouraging: 

. __ ·3s,.:ooo youtiis .of .19 ·ye'ars of age have received their draft cards 
since February 14, and 3,282 youths have been inducted in the first phase. 

-- 40, 000 youths of 18 year.a. of age will be drafted during May and June ·196?. 

-- 11, 525 Rese_rvists of all ranks have joined the armed forces and 
8,000 additional reservists will join in the next phase. . · 

The number of draftees during the last 2-J/?,__ months are 26,588 persons, and 
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the voluntee rs during the same period are 21, 962. 

In short, the number of youths who have enthusiastically joined the army 
is greater than at any other time. 

To compl ~ment the program for increase of defense forces, we have 
also starte d a ccelir-ating the -training of civil servants, students, and sch ool boys 
in all the country. Up to now, 16, 000 civil ·servants and students have received 
military training. 

Along with this, the organization of self-defense groups among the civilian 
population has made great progress: as of today, there are 495 units consisting 
of 69, 543 members, and the number of weapons issued amounted to nearl y 
10, 000. 

Meanwhile, the Revolutionary Development program planned for the 
year 19 68 is still being implemented, and the government decides to press 
i t forward because the rural areas should be considered essential. The 
Re gul ar Army, Regional Forces, and RD cadres are coming back to a counter­
attack in the rural areas, to destroy the enemy who take advantage of the Tet 
occa s i on when our army and cadres were busy in the defense of the cities, to 
try t o c ontrol a number of hamlets. I am completely confident that, with our 
increas ed n"lilit.ary efforts, with the enthusiasm displayed by our youths in 
j oinin g the armed forces to destroy the enemy, with the active support and 
coope r ation given to our armed forces by the civilian population, and the 
completion of our self-defense organizations, we shall defeat the Communists 
in spi t e of their efforts and their audacity. 

There are efforts for improvement in some other areas -- in the 
n ormal ization of daily activities. During the recent Tet events, a number · 
of i n dustrial p l ants were destroyed by the Communists, . and during the fi ghts 
whi ch occurred during the Communist attacks and occupation, in order to 
brin g b ack all the activities to the norma l s ituation, the government has 
deci ded to e stablish a "production rehabilitation fund " and a "war risk insurance 
fund '! in orde r to help the industrialists to reconstruct their plants. 

The government is also making efforts to protect the waterways and 
roads all over our nation so that the national commercial and economic 
a ctiv i tie s do not suffer from the events. 

I have severely forbidden the construction of sumptuous houses in 
orde r to r e serve labor and resources to relief requirements and to the 
reconstruction of the houses of war victims. 
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I have given strict instructicn s to all local authorities to close definitively 
the dancing -bars and the disguised night clubs which are harmful to our good 
moral traditions and deprave our youths. The outdoor markets for smuggled 
and stolen goods are also to be closed. 

On the problem of corruption, I have considered it to be a shame for 
the whole nation and the population. Corruption is the major obstacle that 
hinders every improvement of the society and the progress of the nation. 
I know that the eradication of corruption is a very difficult task that requires 
much courage, many efforts and great patience. But I am determined to push 
vigorously the anti-corruption program, and I am sure that all the citizens 
of good will in the nation will help me in what can be considered the problem 
of the nation. 

I- will not pass up any infraction~ and in order to start in the right 
direction, I shall not treat with indulgence any clearly established case of 
corruption, especially the abuses committed in the relief program, in the 
present and in the future. 

The 40 cases <;>f corruption, bribes, embezzlement I which the Prime 
Nlinister has presented to you on March 14, include military officers as well 
as civil servants. The punishments vary from death and prison sentences 
by the courts to disciplinary measures such as suspension of functions and 
removal from offices. These punishments will be strictly carried out. The 
remaining cases will also be dealt with severely, in an exemplary manner. 

I trust that these measures against corruption will be pursued in a 
continued fashion, and will not have a demagogic, spectacular and temporary 
character, and in particular will be just and impartial. 

Finally I to improve the efficiency of the governme_ntal machinery, I have 
decided: 

To invite a number of experienced and respected personalities, who 
have had records of struggle for the national cause and who have political 
and technical capabilities, to participate in national affairs as my advisers. 

- .- To establish, under my personal direction, a "National Planning 
Council II to study, prepare, and supervise the implementation of national plans 
in all areas, in the present wartime as well as after the war. 

-- To e s tablish under my personal di rection a 11 Committee for Administrative 
Reforms" t o s~'-i4Y, malse ·de•cisions, and implement all reforms relating to the 
enti re governmental machinery from the central government to local administra­
tions. This committee will review entirely the responsibilities, organizations, 
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functionings, procedures, as well as the numerical sizes, capabilities, 
and statutes of civil servants. The purpose is to build an efficient, healthy 
and especially an honest and dedicated administration, worthy of serving 
the people. I have already mentioned this plan to you in my election platform 
and in the government program. I am determined ·to carry out this task. 

I have started with some recent reforms to improve some basic 
criteria and ameliorate the quality of the personnel, but much remains to 
be done, and energetic, clean-out measures will be necessary. 

In the last 4 months and a half, there have been already 69 officials in 
the provinces who have been replaced to improve the efficiency of the 
administration and to better serve the population. 

The training courses and improvement courses for province chiefs 
and district chiefs have been organized, and will continue to. be organized, in 
order to increase the efficiency of the administration already mentioned. 

I have just decided to transform the Directorate General of Information 
into a Ministry to push forward more vigorously our information progra:ms 
in the country as well as overseas, to carry out more energetically 
psychological warfare, to meet ~ore energetically the challenge of Communist 
propaganda and political warfare, to explain more clearly our positions and 
the righteousness of our .cause in the struggle to defend freedom and peace 
for mankind. 

In the area of promoting political activities among the population 
to strengthen the spirit and the cohesion of the people against the Communist 
menace, I have always encouraged the formation and expansion of political 
groups leading to the unification and establishment of valid and strong 

I 

nationalist fronts against Communism. 

Compatriots, to defeat the Communist aggressors, to obtain in the 
near future a just peace which we all desire, we have to go through many 
ordeals in all areas. We have also to make greater efforts and accept greater 
sacrifices for the country. 

We have to defeat the enemy coming from the exterior I as well as the 
enemy within our country. Much remains to be done. We have to display 
much courage and a great perseverance. I shall do my best, the government 
will do its best. We count on the active cooperation of the entire population. 

##### · 



INFORMATION 

'SECRET 

Tll.v•••, It Marcil 21. 1968 - - 10:45 a. m. 

Mr. Pre•lcleat: 

At Khe Saala: 

weather, ... ; 
177 eaemy roaad•; 

-- 87 frl ... lJ artlllery ml••lou; 
203 tactical sortie• plu 6 B-52'•; 

- • 265 to•• dell•ered; 
• - from other lafonnatloa. lacllcatloa• 

■ome e11e11ty force• plllllq back from 
IC.he Sau. ott.en, perllapa, __. .... 
•••t to Ouas Trl -H• area. 

YI. W. Ro•tow 

SECAE~ 

WWRoatow:rla 

DED.As.SIFIED 
Authority 650,,.&:o /C-/F--?~ 

By# , NARA, Date .,-, /.z {?;z., 



Thursday, March 21, 1968, 8:50 a. m. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-six on the situation in the Khe Sanb./ 
DMZ/ A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 20, 1968. 

The level and character of activity at Khe Sanh has not changed over 
the past three days. The enemy continues to limit his efforts to indirect fire 
attacks. During this period, 177 incoming rounds were recorded. The 
majority of these were from enemy mortars (150 rounds) and twenty-one 
Marines were wounded. Five men required medical evacuation. Eighty-seven 
artillery missions were fired in support of the base; thirty-three were observed 
missions. Five enemy were reported killed by artillery or tactical air. 

Clear weather prevailed for most of the day and 203 tactical air sorties 
were flown. Bomb damage assessment in the Niagara area included two 
secondary explosions, nine bunkers and one gun position destroyed, two road 
cuts and sixteen secondary fires. Unseasonably good weather in the north 
uncovered lucrative targets and some Niagara sorties were diverted to the 
northern route packages. 

There were six ARC UGHT strikes in the Khe Sanh area during the 
period, four strikes within 1000 - 1500 meters of friendly troops. One mission 
reported eleven secondary explosions. Forty-three fixed wing and helicopter 
sorties lifted 265. 5 short tons of supplies, and 130 replacements into the base. 

During the next 24 hours, 298 tactical air sorties and six ARC UGHT 
strikes are scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Weather predictions are fair to 
good, with marginal conditions early in the morning, clearing up during the 
day. Rain may reduce conditions to 2, 000 feet and three ·miles visibility after 
2:00 p. m. 

Along the DMZ, 55 incoming rounds were received with no significant 
casualtie s or damage reported. Elsewhere _in Quang _Tri Pro_vince, contact was 
light . The total casualties in the 3rd Marine Division area for the .. period were 
twenty-six Marines wounded (six evacuated), thirteen enemy killed and two 
individual weapons captured. 

DECL\S.SIFIED 
Authority C!f-J9 _,uz, 1/~/79 
By~ . NARA, Date 9/2/9 ~ 

f 
' I 
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A Shau aerial surveillance on the twentieth consisted of one early 
morning and one photo recon mission. The good weather predicition was 
wrong. One ground reconnaissance team was extracted and one team failed 
to insert due to enemy fire. A team report from a mission near the A Luoi 
Airstrip contains locations of suspected caves and tunnels in the vicinity, 
a possible truck park and bivouac area and sightings of truck traffic on Route 
548. 

SECftE'r-



THE NATIONAL MJLITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON, 0.C:, 20301 

21 Mat·ch 1968 
0430 

THC JOINT aTAP'P 

MEMORANDUM FOR nrn WHITF. HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM EST 
20 Mar (9:00 AM 21 Mar, SVN time) 

1 .. Tho Kpe Sanh Dump and Ammunitioll Supply Point {ASP) 
status as of the above time is as follows: 

CLASS 1 (Ra tions) 

Meal, Combat, Individual 
B .Rations 

CLASS II (Fuol) 

Aviation G~s (AVGAS) 
JP- 4 Fuel (J~t Fuol) 
Motor Gasolino (MOGAS) 
Diesel 

CLASS V (Ammunition) 
I 

a. ~ igh Explosive 

60 -mm mortar 
81 -mm mortar 
90-mm (Ta11k) 
4. 211 mortar 
1-0S•mm howitzer 
lSS·mm howitzer 

b. Antitank 

90-mm. AP-T 
90-mm HEAT 
66-mm rocket (LAW) 
Anti t ank mines ' (M-15) 
Anti tan~ mines (M-19) 
Ant itank mines {M-21) 
106-mm HBAT 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

21 
8 

3 
10.6 
13.Z 

9 

51 
31 

l:S:S 
32 
22 
24 

106-mm recoilless rifle (HEP-T) 
3.5" rocket 

OECL.!\SSiFIEO 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 19 Mar EST 

(9: 00 AM 20 Mar SVN) 

.21 days 
8 days 

. 3 days 
10~~ days 
14.2 days 
4.4 days 

52 da)'S 
3l days 

133 days 
3Z days 
22 days 
21 days 

ROUNDS ON HAND 

329 
1,202 
2,9ijl 

321 
46.9 

-0 
1,48.2 
2,l~0 
2,991 

SECRET . E.O. 12355. Sec. 3.3 

. -· ~---, -- ---- . ~d~ :~ ~~~ 5. 7Z!it~ :_-:--:· .. :_-··· ~ ··;::·. _-,-. -· 
... 

~.; 

:Ji ! : 
I I 

!ft . ' 
{t 
l-i 
·h 

} : ,r . , 
fiH ~lp 
::t 

~ ·H 
:. :?t 
t J1 ·r ! . ~ 
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l. ··. , 
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.PREVIOUS STATUS 
£JAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 19 Mar EST 

ON HAND (9:00 AM 20 Mar . SVN) 

c. Antipersonnel ROUNDS ON HAND 

106-mm BEEHIVE l°,517 

CLAS~ V (COtRAM) 

105-mm howitzeT 
155-mm howitzer 
40-mm grenade launcher 
Hand grenades 

s 
s 
s 

10 

5 days 
S days 
S days 

10 days 

2. On zo March, Khe Sanh was resupplied with 26S.S tons as 
follows: 

CLASS I 
CLASS · II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
MISCELLANBOUS 

Dis tribution: 
'sS~DnF 
DEPSECDEF 
CJCS (3) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
J-34 
J- 4 . 
.AWR 
MCCC 
AFCP 
NPP 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DIV. 
PAC DESK 

SECRET 

... 

67 tons 
20 tons 
34 tons 
26 tons 

105 tons 
13.S tons 

fl~JJJ A ;!/4i'K 
~SHALL B. GARTH 
Brigadier. G~neral, USA 
Deputy Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

2 
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ACTION 

OONFID:I.N~l, 

TJauauy. Marcia 21. 1961 
10:SS a.m. 

Mr. Prealcleat: 

Heller ••Y• Ile caa•t do lt. 

WOlllcl yoa care to ladlcate you aest 
choice? 

W. W.Boatew 

WWRo■tow:rln 



MEMORANDUM ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CQNli'IDE~iTh\L r 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Israeli Desalting Coordinator 

Thursday, February 29, 1968 
3:55 p. m .

0 ~ ."' ,,:,•._ .... //l-~ .. 
Jf95f 

After an informal in-house canvass, we now have the following 
list of candidates to take on the job of pulling together a US position on 
the Israeli desalting project: 

George Wood.s 
Charles Schultze 
Lincoln Gordon 
William Webster 

A-)(_, 
Walter Heller~I 1 

Max Millikan 
James Riddleberger 

This list has been sifted by State, AEC, Interior, Don Hornig 1s 
staff and by Mac Bundy. 

State put Dave Bell at the top of its list, but I rave dropped him 
off. Mac Bundy has him in charge of a series of five studies on economic 
development in the Mid-East and feels we might sacrifice a possibly 
valuable long-term asset by tying him to an Israeli project now or even 
by linking him too closely to the USG at this stage. That makes sense. 

The one name you may not know is William Webster. He is 
retiring as Chairman of the New England Electric System in Boston and 
is considered one of the elder statesmen of the utility industry~ He has 
been a member of AEC' s General Advisory Committee. 

We don't know whether any of these would be acceptable to the 
Israelis or available; But before we check, · I wanted to know how you 
would like us to proceed. Once I know your preferences, I could take an 
informal reading with Abe Feinberg and then sound out the candidate 
himself. 

Once we ha,ve someon.e .line<i u.p, we will come back to you with 
his terms of reference. 

_/ 

l)f ~ Rostow 
I prefer ---4i-t---- / 

Check with e1nberg and come back to me _V ___ _ 
See who 1s available -----
Call me 

-COMFiDEtTTJ.A L,. 

DETt:RMINEO TO BE AN AOMINISTRATIV! 
MARKING. CANCE.LLEO PER E.O. 12356. 
SEC. 1.3 ANP ARCHIVIST'S MEMO 01' 
MAR. 18. 198J 

flY • 



ACnON 

COHFIBENTIAL 

Tlluaday, March 21. 1968 -· 9:55 a.m. 

Mr. Preelcleat: 

HerewW.. the •tatemeat wblcla State DepaJ'tmeat propoae• to l••• 
t.hl• monw11, lf yoa appro-,e. 

It la napoaawe to aom.e •llll••tl-- made by Mac B ... y, &mOJII 
other•. 

I ••• brac:kete41 the two word• I belleve are ff••tloaule: we c&Jl 
malte a J•sm•• tbat the attack• are clamapq to hope• for peace; I.lit 
wbet.ller tlt.ey are "-J..ufletl" or IIOt l.a¥o1Yea a calcal•• that GIily a 
blper alltJaorlty, eYea, thaa the V. S. eq)at to make. We do not t..ll••• 
lt realleUc ,t.at to remala wllolly •ll•at. •lDc• t.hb wcnald lae read la the 
Arab world •• U. s. e11pport for tile I•rull ezerc:l••• 

W. W. Roatew 

Atatemallt apprcwe4 aa la __ _ 

Apprond wltb.oat ".aj..tlfled" ---
No•latcru111t 

ca11 ... ----

WWR.oatow:rln 

GONJ:mEN!l'lA:r.. 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE March 21, 1968 

Further violence cannot bring a durable and stable peace 

to the Middle East. 

The Israeli military actions today against the territory 

of Jordan are~justified a~damaging to hopes for a settlement 

of the real issues involved. Furthermore, all of the parties know 

that peaceful channels are available. 

We recognize the problems created by terrorism, but our 

main objective is to achieve a lasting peace. · Israel and the Arab 

States should be adhering scrupulously to the cease-fire resolution 

of the Security Council and working with the Special Representative 

of the U. N. Secretary-General in accord with .the Security Council 1 s 

resolution of last November. Any action that delays his work is 

most regrettable. 

We have made our position known repeatedly and as recently 

as one day ago: ·_ Arab-Isr·aeli differences should be settled through 

the efforts of the U. N. Representative and not through the use of force. 

·LIMITED OFFICIAL USE .· 



INFORM.A TION 

Tl&u-Nay, March 21, 1968 .... 9:35 a. m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Nlck tell• me tile acremeat for OU' aew Ambaaeador to Parla 
llu come la. Tbe l"reACh wollld like a little aotlee before we make 
oar anllOWlcemeat lutn. 

cc: Mr. Oeorae Cllrlatlaa 
Mr. Ed Frled 

WWB.oatow:rln 

w·. W. Roatow 



MR. PRESIDENT: 

SNl'et&l'y Fowlu waat• Ed Fried to be pa:rt of 
the 4eleptioa for the bnportaat meettJaa of th• 
IMF Special Drawta, Rlallu Plan ill Stockholm 
Marcil 29 • so. 

I recommead h• 'be pvmlUed to 10. 

w. W. Roatow 

App._.• --
DtaappNJY• --
call me 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

t./9 -­
INFORMATION 

Thursday 
Ma rch 2.1, 1968 

SUBJECT: Propoaal for a series of National Park• in Auatralia as a 
Memorial to Harold Holt 

Attached is a letter to you from an Auatralian named John BUs ■t, a friend 
of Harold Holt. He propoees that the Au■tralian Government set aside 14 
areas as National Park• a nd National Marine Park• a ■ memorlala to Holt. 
The areas would be selected in order to conaerve a comprehen• ive range 
of Auatralia'• animal and plant life. 

Mr. Btisst aaked your ■upport "at the top level" for this propo■al. 

Our Embassy in Canberra ia aware of thh proposal which l ■ ■upported by 
a number of prominent Au1trallans. The Embas ■y points out, however, 
that there is no tradition in Au■tralla of memorials for deceased he ads of 
government, and that Prime Mlnhter Gorton is per ■onally oppoaed to 
this project. The Ernbas ■y believes it "highly unllkely''that the Austra lia n 
Government will approve and as11iat the project. 

We ha ve alre ady in the work• the r e naming of the Northwest Cape Communi­
cation• Center for Prime Minbter Holt and are considering as well naming 
a US naval ve ■ ael after him. 1 eenee that Prime Mlnhter Gorton has 
reached the reei•tance polnt on further tributes to hie predecessor. More­
over it is not clear to me where the President of the United Sta tes ha s much 
of a role to play in urging upon the Australian Government a conaervation 
measure on so large a scale a s that propoaed by Mr. Btis•t. I think it is 
best to stay out' of thi• one. 

There is an adde d complica tion of which you should be aware. 

Zara Holt ia now ■cheduled to be a Whlte House guest on April ZZ-26. 
Mrs. BUset has been traveling with Mr11. Holt for the paet several months · 
and will probably come to Wa shington wlth her. Both ladies are aware of 
and approve the memorial pa rk idea. They may •eek your ■upport for it 



z. 

li •o, I •uggeet you expr••• your warm personal approval but point to the 
difficulty of 1lving un•ollclted advice to the Au•trallan Government on a 
matter of thl• klnd. 

1 do not feel any reply to Mr. Bttaat•e letter i• neces■al'y, particularly 
in view o! the upcomln1 visit of Mrs. Holt. 

w. W. Ro•tow 

Att 

'.J1//1G: MWright:wpt 



Phone: 
.r!iISSION B~ACH 15 

Personal 

L.,vndon B. Johnson, 
:President, 
U:lited States of America, 
Vf.nite Rouse, 
WASHilrGTON, D. C. 
U.S.A. · 

Dee: Ur. President, 

Bingi1 Bay, 
Nor· Queensland, 4855 
Aus· .. .:ilia. 

12th. February, 1968. 

rs Haro1d Holt Memorial Scheme 

i ·am ~iting to you privately ra the ebove, as I feel you may 
be interested. Also, as Mrs. lioJ:t a~d my \•rlfe are scheduled 
to be your persona.1 guests shortly, you may like to discuss 
the matter referred to viii.th Mrs. Holt. 

The scheme briefly is this:-

1. Tha~. the .australian Government sha.J..l declare the Point 
Nepean, Portsea ~rea as the Harold Holt Nati onal Memo­
rial Park, vrith an oYfshore area to be designated ~s 
A:ust~alia 1 s first National. 1~a~ine Pa:rk. That a m3~0-

riaJ. be e~ected at Cheviot Bay (\~uere the late ?ri~e 
Minister met his tragic d~ath), to desi~ submitted 
competitively by Australian sculptors. 

2. That similar Natior...a.J. Paxks and National Marine Parks, 
zronting on each .other where possible, be declared in 

each of the si.~ States of the Commonwealth of Australia. 

3. That public eubscription.e be sought, both in Australia 
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and overseas, particula~ly from those co:unt=ies 
represented at the llemoria.J. service in St. ::ea:ul. s:s 
Cathedral, l!el.bourne . 

4.. That with the subscriptions, Conservation scholarships 
be established at a University in each State, with 

reciprocal. travel arrangements for visi-tine; overseas 
scientists. 

5. Unique vr.tJ.dernes s 2:rea~. This was an idea eY-3>ressed 
by the late Prime Minister only a _week before his 
death, to ?.'Tr . John Cha3>?ne.J1, Trans :Australie. Airlines. 
That the Federal. Gove~ent set aside large s~lected 
areas in each of the six States, each area repxesent­
ative of a different facet of our unique floxa and 

rauna. That there be established in these areas, 
Federal Gove:cirment sponsored hotel/motels. These 
areas to be Mational :Ea.r~s, fronted by ha.rine _:ra­

tion.al. Parks, in this lat~er instance with particular 
j 

emphasis on the Great Barrier Reef axea (the late 
Prif:le Minister's nU!!lber one choice for spear fis:.ing, 
complete rela:-re.tion, and shee~ beauty. This E..:'ea is 
already thz'eatened by coI!l!llercial e.nd mining in.te~ests). 
Tours of all these arf..a.s to be offered as an unusual 
package deal to visiting scientists and to tourists, 
offering them a comprehensive range of 2.li Australia's 
quite unique flora and i'e.u...,.,a. 

Further inforLJaticn il necessary would be obtainable fro~ the 
Gov0~nor General of Australia , Lord Casey or Sir Garfield 
Barwick, Chief Justice of Australia and President of the 
Austral..ian Conservation Foundation Inc. who have ezpressed their 
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cocplete approval of the scheme. 

I my add, Mr. President, that when Zara vre.s presented vn.th 
t .he scheme in outline, she described it as a magnificent 
concep•~ion, of which Harold v,ould have corn_pletely ap::9roved. 

I ao. vn:iting this at a personal level, as a close personal 
friend of Harold, for the past forty-seven years. I know 
that you share the same opinion of him - that he was a v,,axn., 

affectionate, extremely able and loveable hUI!lan being, who 
accomplished more in his tb.z.-ee short years as Prime Y±~~ster 
tha.Yl. others were able to achieve in thirty, and that this 

me~orial would be a fitting .tribute to a man who spent his 
life in persor...a,l dedicated service to hia country. Any su:9port 
you can express i mmediately, at to9 level, for this proposal 
would, I am certain, ensure .its success. 

Sincerely yours, 

~a .er·~ 
11 

cTohn E:. Busst . 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Thursday• March 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Senator Montoya's public statements in Peru 
on Vietnam policy 

Herewith a letter which Bill Bowdler has Ju•t received from. 
our Embassy in Lima reporting on public: statements by 
Senator Montoya supportina your Vietnam policy. 

The Embassy was slow in getting thia to us -- the Senator 
was in Peru last January - - but you may still want to mention 
your appreciation. 

The press clippings show Senator Montoya emphasized your 
untiring efforts to find an honorable settlement in Vistnam and 
the repeated rebuffs from Hanoi. 

W. W. Rostow 

Attachment 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED ST A TES OF AMERICA 

Lima, Peru 

William Bowdler, Esquire 
Executive Office Building 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bill: 

March 11, 1968 

It was pleasant having you in Lima even though your stay 
was far too short. On looking back it seems somehow 
macabre to have taken you to view 80,000 ske~ons but 
then maybe there is something roughly symbolic in that 
particular ep~sode of your Lima visit. 

I had meant to mention to. you a specific matter during 
your stay here. Senator Joseph Montoya of New Mexico 
was in Lima foE~-~-~-~~ LJn.~~-1::.!X~.!!~E_uary ~ "[~~de 
avery good impression here and was very helpful to the 
Eml:iassy 1.n a vattec1-o~y r. ,:--,hi~par~€urehe asked 
me, his "co'nfror"off1.cer~~ see -t'c, it that ' tiie'Pres1.aent 
was advised ortfi'esenator ""s- pu 1.·c ""statemefitssupporting 
our policy in Vi.et Nam. I was- not too sure how to 
accomplish this. We reported the Senator's visit by 
airgram {Li.ma A-389) but I was uncertain that this complied 
fully with the Senator's wishes. Therefore, I am sending 
you copies of clipping from the Li.ma press of January 5. 
As I understand it, the President often finds it helpful 
in his relations with individual Senators to mention 
details of this sort. 

L\M\TEO OFF.tC\f\L ust 
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1 · 1eave to your . judgment and discretion whether or not 
and how the President should be advised of Senator Montoya's 
public expressions of suppor t .while in Peru. 

Come again for a longer stay. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

k~ 
Frank V. Ortiz 

l\M\1ED OFFlCH\l ust 



.: 

~••~ •enodor por Nuevo Mnico --------- . "Los E. -U.han querido y 
quieren termin~r con el 
conflicto en el Vietnam". 



.. .... . 

January S; 1968: 

. . 

• u.:~u.,.._, ... i... ..... 

Senador de EU Dice Seguira 

El Bomhardeo de Vieb1am 

. 

.. 
' 

. . 

.... 
... 



Thw-aday - March 21, 1968 

Mr. Pr••ident: 

l recommend yo11 approve tbi• farewell me•"&• to Preaident 
Slroeaaner to be dellv•~ j11at l>e£ore ha depam for Parapay 
on Saturday, March ZJ , 

Approve 

Diaapprove _ 

Call me 

Attachment 

W. W. Roatow 



A• ,- prepare to leaff the Ualted Slate•, Mre. Jolaa•oa &ad 1 

0... cllacaaalen• oa aew to advaae• the caa•• el freedom aad 

po1r••• w.i our .llemla,.re have 1Mea mo,, ueAal. 

the warm frlead•ldp of mJ COllllll'fDlU for the people ol Panpa,. 

Waldorf Tower• 

New Y•rk. N. Y. 

L,adoa B. Joha••a 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLl 'it.- :i, 2 

By ~ , NARA ate ~-1'jJ;7 

M~ towg, 
p/VYJY 

Thur1day, March 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Talk with Abe Feinberg--6 p. m. Today 

As background for your talk, her• is where we stand on the 
main US· le rael is sues: 

1. Arab Terrorism and Today' • Israeli Attack. We fully 
syinpathiae with Israel'• fru1tration and anger over the continuing 
los• of I ■ raell lives to the terrorilta. However, we do not agree that 
1uch mas1ive raid ■ as this mornln1'• will eolve the problem. They 
only make the Arabs all the more determined to make life miserable 
for the Israelis ln occupied territory. More important, this ju1t delay• 
and maybe permanently jeopardise■ our efforts to resolve all these 
problema peacefully. We had arran1ed for a secret meeting of high 
Jordanian and Israeli officers to discuss controlling terrorism., and 
Huasein had Ju1t agreed to go to Cairo to try to bring Naaeer to joint 
talks with Jarring. In personal terms, you could say feelingly that this 
juat makes it more difficult than ever for you to help bring about what 
Iarael most needa•-peace. 

2. Po1ture Toward Jarrins. The Israelis have dealt cautioualy 
with Jarrln1, and we have 1hared some of their •u■piclon■ of Egyptian 
motives . But we have ur1ed Eban and Eshkol to be more flexible. We 
are not urgins the Israeli ■ to compromiee on ba■ics , but we do di ■agree 
with them that time is on their aide and that they can afford to be unmoving . 
The recent buildup in Arab aupport for terroriam is juat one example of 
how the passage of time entrenches both sides in poeitions that make a 
peace settlement harder and harder. We've backed llrael in •tanding its 
ground, but this is on the aaaumptlon it would go the extra mile in helping 
Jarring aucceed. 

3. Aircraft. Abe should know, if he does not already, that you 
agreed with Eshkol to provide another 40 Skyhawke--total 88-•and that 
the agreement haa been ■igned. The Israelis continue to press for an 
early decision on the Phantom•, but Bob McNamara before he left 
reasaured you that you could delay that decision as late as December and 
still begin delivery of the four Phantom• a month in January 1970. The 
Iara.ells are still trying to keep the door open for delivery of a lar1e batch 
of 30 or more in that month, which would necessitate an earlier dechion, 
but our intelligence estimates ■till do not bear out the need for this . (I will 
be wrapping up all of these elementa for you in the next day or two.) 

-C0HFt'.D!:H'f':&\L -
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4. PL .. •80. You have approved a $30 million a1r••ment, and it 
wa, scheduled to be •lined thia mornln1. Luke Battle, with Secretary 
Ruak' a approval. po•tponed the •i1nin1 and will probably try not to 
reschedule it until after the Security Council ••••ion on Israel '• attack 
la well out of the way. Ith irnpol't&nt for ut to avoid the appearance 
of puniahing Israel, but our po1ition in the . Arab world Juat can't atand 
this open manifestation for support of Israel on the very day when Eshkol 
defied OUl' advice and mounted an attack that we 1tron1ly dhapproved of. 

5. Deealting. I tried to aet Walter Heller to do the Job, but he say■ 

he h Juat too tied up to do it Ju•tice. I 've ••nt you a note on next stepa . 

If you want to add a peraonal note, you mi1ht comment on the tact 
that you feel you have done a great deal for larael since laet June, but 
you are -.:oncerned that what the US has done, while it h widely appreciated 
in Israel, h neither understood nor appreciated by the average Jewish 
voter in the U. S. I know Marvin Watson h worldq on this problem and 
you may or may not want to dhcuas it with Abe. 

W. W. Ro•tow 



INFORMATION 

GONnDENTIAJ:. 

....... ,.. Marca 20, 1961 
1:05 p.m. 

Mr. PreaW.at: 

HerewWI Pb.11 Habib ...,.rt• on hl• 
breaklattt la c...a.rlqe wlta Ed Relacha"8r. 
Lwclea Pye allll Doak Baraett. 

Yo• will aote: 

-- TIiey dld aot th1ak tala waa a Sood 
tlmefor-..U.Uou; 

TM)' were acala•t the &00, 000 ma.a 
lllcreaN la V. 8. force• but .., ....... ao •law 
on a "m ... rate lacnaae11 , 

•• A H••lon wlth Sec. R-k. wa■ 
arralll_. for April wua tlaey wW 1M ill 
...... tea; 

• • A HarYard-MlT letter to die New York 
Time• la la the IIIU .... 

--CGtl:PIBEHTlA.b--

WWlto■tow:rla 

I!--
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March 19. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOB MR. WALT ROOTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

I had breakfast this morning 1n Cambrldae with Ed 
Reisebuer, Lucien Pye and Doak Barnett. 9le discussed their 
letter to the President dated March lL 

They wanted partlcularly to express their concern over 
the possUillty of major mllltary e.scalaUon. They feared 
that m111tary escalaUon would take the place of serious moves 
toward a 1199ottated sattlement within a reasonable perlod of 
time. They were also Interested 1n any Information I could 
give them with respect to the consequences inside Viet-Nam of 
the Tet offensive. 

I believe that I was able to re~ure them about some of the 
more sensational accowits of escalation sllCh as bombing of 
clvillanpopulatlon and dltes 1D North Viet-Nam. major~ 
operations into Laos and Cambodia. and a major invasion of 
North Viet-Nam. In the course of this I pointed out to them that 
whereas there bas been some Increase 1n approved bomblnq 
targrets 1n North Viet-Nam there was no desire to ezs,and bom.bl!.11 
pollcy 1n auch a way 8B to call up their fears of "carpet bomblnq · 
1n populated areas. I noted that as we go after military targets 
ln built-up areas there may be some splatter into populated areas 
hilt this was not of the pr<l)Ortlons which seem to concern them. 
On the dUcest. I polnted out that as far as I knew there were purely 
military prODJ.em.s working agatut tak1nq out the dikes and that 
I was not aware of aay plans alon9 this llrw. On operations on 
tha groarad 1n 1..a:t Cambodia, or North Viet-Nam I told them that 
while we should close-out options there •~ no present 
intention to oo into tboae areas with major combat units. 

They were all of the op1n1on that we had to led toward a 
De9ot1ated settlement even at the apense ot conees.slons bwolvlng 
the VC which would pl'oduce less than what we mt9ht think 1s best. 
They had some d1ff1culty 1n determlaln9 when ne9(>tlatlons should 
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be approached. They upreaaed the view that rl(Jbt now did not 
appear to be a propitious moment qiven the s1tua.Uon on the ;ro\Uld 
1n Viet-Nam. Cm the other hand t!iey were uncertain as to wllether 
we should take the steps necessary for neqoUation before our 
elections or whether 1t would be better to wait until afterward. 

Flnally they upressed unanimous oppos1Uon to the 200, 000 
man increase ln US forces reported 1n the press as beinq under 
consideration. I told them that the Prnldent had under consideration 
what, 1f any, increase 1n forces would be neceasary. Authoratatlve 
admtnS~aUon sources were speaklnq of a much more "moderate" 
1ncrease and they could be sure that the matter was receivinq most 
careful study. 

They seemed satisfied with m7 presentation of the pluses and 
minuses we faced 1n the wake of the Tet offensive. 

They indicated that they would be com1nq to W ubtn;ton some 
time 1n April and would hope at that time to talk to the Secretary 
and to meet with Bill Bundy. I said that could be arranged. 

After the breakfast I found out that there baa been a move within 
the Harvard FacultJ to stir UP- an academic letter to the New York 
Tlmee to take issue with the :ldmtnl$!rat1on' s pcllcy. These three 
men preferred to wr1ta dlrectlf to the President to express their 
views 1n what they believe was a conEtructtve manner rather than 
to •hare 1n the more propagandlaUc and re~a1>ly pollUcal effort 
beincJ promoted by some of their colleaqus. A letter to the Times 
was atlll in the m~, however, and would be fortbcom!nq some 
time soon, involvinq a fairly presti;tous group from at least Harvard 
and MIT. 

cc: S/S - Mr. Read 
EA - Mr. Bundy 

Philip C. Habib 

...CONFIDK)l 'Il.Alr,-,i 
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SANITIZED INFORMA.TION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, March ZO, 1968 -- 8:00 p. m. I . . . I 
S!!SltE'l1- · 

Mr. President: 

Herewith an account of the -C, _____ ~_.-J...,.fl '·3
C.aJcs) 

interview with Sec. Rusk, which we arranged. 
Also, he was prepared to leave behind a copy of 
the memorandum which I read and returned, but 
summ.arized for you. f 

As you will note (top of page 2 of the Memoran­
dum of Conversation) the heart of the proposal is 
that technically we re:main "unaware of the 
proposal. " I am., therefore, making no further 
distribution here; and I shall check with State to 
as sure that it is not being spread about. 

Si138RE1! 

t 
I 
f 
I 
i 
j 

,. 
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S/AH:D~Da·vfdson:eg 3/18/68 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

SUBJECT: Vietnam Peace Proposal Date: 
Time:. 

Place: 

March 18, 1968 
3:30 p.m. 
the -Sec·re tary 's 
Office 

PARTICIPANTS: Archbishop Luigi Raimondi, Apostolic 
Delegate to the U.S.A. 

The Secretary 
Daniel I. Davidson, Special Assistant to 

Ambassador Harriman 

Archbishop Raimondi told the Secretary.· that last February 
a pers<?~ c_qnnec ted with the official and diploma tic sec tor, a 

····-sp·ecialist in international law, presented a·· solution .for breaking 
the impasse preventing the two-parties to the Vietnamese conflict · 

. from meeting. This idea was for a third party to issue an 
invitation _to talk at a specific time and place. This would 
get around the current situation where no one feels free to 
take the first step although both side·s say that they are ready 

· for talks. The Archbishop handed a memorandum·, prepa~~d by ·· ·· · · 
the person he had referred to above, to: the Secretary. · 

After slowly reading the memorandum the Secretary said that 
it contained a very important idea that touches on many things 
which have been done -or attempted. The Secretary said he did 
not want to· give an off-the-cuff reaction. 

The. A_rchbishop said that he had not ·expected an immediate 
reaction but ·did wish to inform the Secretary that he would 
welcome sugges.tions the Secretary might· have. For ·example the 

·· role giveri to Sweden could be given to Switzerland or to any other 
country~ Archbishop Raimondi emphasized the importance of the 

DICLASmIED 
1.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4 S!Clt!'f /MOfJIS 
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two parties technically remaining unaware of the proposal and l I 
said that he was somewhat hesitant with leaving a copy with the 
Secretary but would trust his judgment. 

The Secretary said that the U.S. had thought of trying 
variations of the plan at various - times. We had been thinking 
_of suggesting - that the two co-chairmen or the three ICC nations 
send representatives to a site such as Geneva who would be 
present to talk to anybody who came to the site. This method 
could avoid procedural difficulties such as the role of the NLF. 
As the various groups converse with the representatives it might · 
lead to suggestions on how to move to peaceo 

One of the problems that requires close attention said 
the Secretary is the proposal for a reduce fire without a · 
previous understanding or arrangement. The Secretary pointed 
out that the GVN holds all. provincial capitals> six autonomous 
cities and all the district capitals and asked whether it could 
make use of the road network connecting these towns during a 
reduce fire·. The Secretary repeated that he was not in any way 
judging the proposalo 

The Archbishop said that the Holy See would not go ahead 
unless exploration revealed the possibility of succes~ since 
the.Holy See was not interested in academic exercises. 

The Secretary told the Archbishop that the Holy See's 
interest is greatly appreciated and that the memorandum would 
get innnediate and careful study. 

SECRE'f /NOOIS .. 

. , ... - . 
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Feb. 9 • l968 

?;~cr>o~.-::,.. ·It is p~oposed th~t a le3i.ticate neut:: ... l sc-.1rco, 

uittout clc~.1n3 tha id~a uith thoc3 !nvolvad, issue ~n invit~tion 
to ~orth e~d . South Vietn.T.m, the N'~J ~cd the United St~to~ to coet · 

~ta ·~osi3n~tcd time Qnd place, and nlco call fo: a gcner~l =~duc~­
fi~e, th=ou3hout Victc~m, includins ~ cess3tion of tho bowbi~3 .of . 
l\:>::~h Vi~tna.c 1 to bcs1n &t c f1Aed hou:- about a day before the 
cootir.3. A draft of ~ch an -invitation 1s attached. 

f.r~t~.on.e,.c. It is eas1e:: to influenc~ -~ governma~t by ~or::::on­

tin3 -tho~-uit:h a:r opportun_1ty th::n by conf~cting the:1 uith rhoto:1.c 
o:: ;ci:ic~ · costs. . In tho p::osen:: · .situation it seei:!ls p~rticulll::ly -

cfooi~.::blo to h~va co~e thi::d ·pa~ty g!.va G.;!Ch cido 2 rcsdily cec!.­

d~blc c:_l.:.~~tion so th~t ~ &ir.3lc decision -- a simple ~ffi;:"Cativ:! 

c~~o~ -- cculd reduce the level of co~fl1ct and sta~t discuo~1':)oo. 
E:lc~1 sida has .sllie.nca problecs 1 m::!:.ing it accutely_ ~if~icult ­

t:o lldv~r • .:~ c· specific a~d const~\lctiw offo;c to the oth.2::. i>:co­
pooQl:; f ::c.:J the other sido ~re suspect. Tho stakes ·::zo. co hi:;h 
the~ it ~p~oa~s easie: to fisht on and dic~cr for a slightly co:-a 

cov~~te~ccu~ posture, or time or placa of ceeting, · o= ~gond~, or 

tc:'::l~ of refe~ence rat~.2~ than to adv~nce .a specific invitatio~ -­
en i~vit~~ion uhich tha other ~ida· is likely to reject £sit, too, 
.ca~~~ to i~provc u~on 1t3 pozition. The United St&tas is u~~illins . 
to sto, the bombir.g of North Vietnam if th3 North rei".l.:lins · f_r.;).J to 

&tcp u~ it3 milita~y infilt:~tio~. &::.coi is unwilli~g to ce!:a ~r.y 

?=c=:.se;;; about its oilita.17 ~ctivity ~a a condition ·fo1:- stoppir.3 
tho bc::.bing.· N3~tho;c soems ·willing to act first; it may be pos~ibla 
fo: c third p~rty to g~t thom to act at tha Ge.c3 tioa • 

• ~ cpecific oppo::tu::i:y, uhich mi3ht not recur c.~ain fo:: a 
~0~3 tioo, p:ovides ~ rc~~o~ and a justification fo. decis~o~ ~~ich .. 

:;\!Ch ~n i nv!.tl!tion t-JC\:.ld ~bj ~ct tho ~di::inis:r.:tioc to co.::octic 

~~d i~to=r.~tio~~l politic&l c03to · e~eaodins thoco it is no~ p~yicg. 
- . --.. •-·">1•-------- I ~•-~-,., 

. ... 

. 
~ --~-... 
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Fo= H~~oi~ th~~a ic little cost in accG,ttc3 th3 invite:ion. 
~d~~t ~othi~3. They stood up to th.a bombin3. By exercising 

,,.., 
.1.nsy 

ciltt~::-J ~~st~cint ~nd eng2ging in diocu~sions thoy c~n p~obebly 

c\.-.oid th~ · ~c~ct-1in3 of the b(?:bin3 and a.ay ~,3ll be ~ble to e.:sa the 

U~~~ocl S~~~o~ forcos ~~t of V1etr.~o. Al~hcu3n th3 politic~l ob­
joctiv~~ cl H~~oi ar.d C.:thi.n~ton r~main i~co~siste~t, c~ch c~y 

uoll. po ~illing .t9 . ~urc~a thC?~.~ obj ec~i\.-CS by less viol.act ma~ns. . . - . 

Ur..:,.t:ove;.:- the probabilitie~ of negotietior.~ Elre, tt:JO thi~3s 
ccco cloc::: 

- There is~ cubst~oti~l c~~nce that eech sicl3 is intezectcd 
in loscc:1i.n3 tha blood~h3d ccd o:q>lo:d.~3 the po~sibil1t:y of r.~3ot:i:it:io:= ; 

- · Nogot1~tio~s ax; ~o~Q li~oly 1£ Q ce3tics ~s c~llacl by a 

thil"d p~=~Y than if tha ~orld waits for tha b:alli3erc,.r.:-s to t.o::!, out 

c~ong tho~salvao tho tica, pl~ce, ~ior.da, to..;1s of ~ef3rence ~nd 
cocd1.Cior:o. 

' Co~~~nt oE th~ In,~tation. Tha content of tha ~ttsch~d d:aft 
, 

ic lc:.::c~ly s~lf-e:q,l.snatozy. India• Cans.d..i, and Polar.cl, as r.ie:::ba~~ 

• .of tho Cc~t~ol Commiss~on, a;.:-e iovi.tecl to ·Q3et uith tha partias. 

Th3 ir.vi:~tion is dociz~ed to conf~ont eech uith a~ 1r.vitGtioc uhich 
they will bo tempted to Qccept. Each. if giv3n the c~.z1nce, would 

p::afor c~ • .:ngas in tho ·tc:;t and might t:JGll icdicete · in c.dv.ar.ce that 
they t:iculd :.ot a ·ccop:. But ·if, \'Jithout ~n oppo~tunity fo= t:-yicg 
to 1cp::ov~ upo~ co~ditiocs, e~ch is conf.onted ·with. a t~e-it-o:­
le:cw-it choice, they ci3ht t'1!,e it. 

' 
Th~ host. Ewzy third party c~n find soma good ~asso~ t:ihy they 

~ra not ths oce to . issue th3 invitation. ~ ·ch is likely to ba highly 

~~.l:-e .of. tha _ polit1c~l cost to themselvas of f&ilure. Tha follot:iing 

c~~dici~tG3 dose~v~ se=ious consideration: 

,,. 
lndLti. >.s Ch.air.:en o~ the Cont~l Commission, !neia is 

.., • ..,.,o·· _., ::1:: ,..., ,_v ~.,, ~!,,, "l"r:d" .. , , ..,c- in t'"'"' f"'c,. t'°'"Jt if '.,..•!,,,,."" 1.·:-,"-· c.""tiv~ a...-.._; - '--. .,;.~-'-'--'-tr "'°..:.'-L• • • -'- -----~ L•'- "'- t.. '"-- w •• -

f.:ilo~·a t:i..~ Ot.3 pioco o!·. int~rn~tioc:.c.l c.:chinezy t:Oe;J ~v~i:::ble fo: 
,.,,...,....,- -·-~n V~otnac eight b~co:~ i==e~a=~~ly· c~casad. 

... ~ ', '. ,, ' '~' .' !I"·' .,. .... ,...,..,....,..~···- - - -~:- :-~-.. ~~· 
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Hl"i~.tcd 1''~t~.0t"s. Public de:!>~ta in the Secu=ity Coun~i.l or 
Goc~~~l Acc3cbly ~culcl hcv~ to p~ecoeo U.N. action. This c~~ld giVQ 
tho U~it~d Stctcc end H.ar.oi &n op?O~~unity to i~dic~to 2t lot:1 coct 
tb.a.t tho £.::i::ti.n3 d::aft t:1.:.~ Ul'l:accept.:bla for coca pl~usiblo =-~~son. 
l~y =uc~ O?po=tunity p~3cludoc th~ ch~nc3 of confroctir.3 tha bolli­
sorc~~t3 uith ~ fir.n invit.:tio:1 uhich could only b~ rajcctod ~t high 
coct. 

s~c'.!':"at~~ G~r.i!7,:0~).. Could r.ot &Ct on his own uittout 
.cc::.ic-u~ly up·::ettin3· ~ gre~t mt.ny ~3opl0. 

c~~ofully Q~afted invitction f=o: him could ba ~n ext=~maly ioflue~tial 
clocuo~r.t. On thG othax h~r.d, DoG~ulle'c ~bility to tt.=~ a ph:-c::0 1 

do:.or.~t::c.t:Gd in QuebGC .t.nd . elsot·1he:-a I r" .... ,,e=· -it coct. unl!.kely t:~t 

h~ uc~lcl ~n fE.ct hay3 t~.o ts.ct . .:equirad in the p.:a:;ent situ~:lon. 

B7d,. t..~i i, • . 

c~v,.on. 
etc. 

P..ev'.ng fo~ the como:t :ojGcted all· o:he:s1 the ~st p:-ocis1n3 

cawdiC:~tc~ to call tha pro~osed cocfe::3nce -~y be: •~· 
Th.::1 I.>opa 

$-;J3don 

Po:=:~tbJ.o !?tE:r:R. · At leGlst tuo id:las ~y merit e-~:"4s1do.:cit1.on: 

l. ·:he Popo 1SC\.:.v~ ~ ~ublic c~ll fo: tha w~3ting ~kd th3 
re,~co-fi~~a ~r.d i~dicates that the Gove~r.::lect of Sweda~ h~a cgr~od 
to cha1.: tl:-..3 mo~tins an'1 -~vo it hold in Stoc!:holm. 

B. StJ~da~ 1::~0_3 tho -invit~tioc fox tha m~3tin3; tho in­
v:t=t~on 1c procptly· o~do=~~d by the Po9a _~ho c~lls on the p~=t1c~ . . 

to =ttc~d t~3 Q33tir.3 a=~ to :e::~act tho reluco-firo ~t the do~i~~~tcd 

- -- -- . . 
... ~~- -r--:- ~ ........ ...,.._,.._,,., .. ·- "' ........ ... . .,) 
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P!.~ r~ I-.. If tha Pop3 u~:-c p:.:~,~::cd to t~a th3 ir.i ti:lti. v~, th3 

Govo~~~~~ o~ s~~clo~ uculd p=s~~bty bo p=ep~~ao to ~~~dl~ th~ ~d­
cici~tr~ti~a ar.d di?lo:ictic s1d3 oi th~ confe~anca wit~cut havin3 to 
~w cr.y 11 zuarante~" that the part!.c.:l uculd in fact sr.::>u up. If· the 
icitie.t:iv~ should ·fcil, th:>ro uoul~-- ba ·no signific.i!nt e~.le::tic o:: 

iDt:crn~·;::i.:>nal· politic~l coct to Su~den fo~ bz.vin3 s.3rcod to c~<e it­

colf av~i~~bla. This plan eppa=ontly requireo the mit~Ql~ of prio: 
diplo~~cy end the=ofo=e ca~ld be ~cted cpon most ~ui~ly ar.d su~ely. 

Plc..n B. Befo=o issuing tha invit:l:i.on on its own ini.ative, Sw~can 
.mi3ht u~ct some core evidence that so~ebody wO\!ld shou up. ~n sssurance 
of 2~pal c~dors~ment would io far. If tha Govarr.rnant of S~adec 
scould nood mo~e, the following scena~io might be poseible: 

l. Sweden privately shex;:s i~vit~tion to ,ol~nd, t3lls 
?oland th~t Soeden h&~ decidad to go ahe~d ~cd uill do so· if Poland 
u!.ll s~oo up. 

2. Poland privately cotifies H~ooi oz. what ~s brewin3 ~~d 
s~y:; ?ola~~d t'1ill so to Stoc!:holm for the . ceeting uniess H£~oi talks 
th~c o-~t: cf it. 

3. 
l:,. 

5. 

Har.oi fails to ask ?ola~d to tr.:ack ths p=o?()sed ceeting. 
~oland t3lls S~3d3n they ~ill cc:ne. 
St:Joden is~~co invit~tio~. 

6. Pope e~do.ses it st=ongly and &pacifically; foland 
£n::cui:c::io ·that they uill coma_. (Csr.~da tlnd Icdia can b~ expscted to 
follc--~ suit i::::ladiately.) 

S,;:.:>~.Jz::J .:~cl tho Vaticl!n _co.nsido= on an u::ga:t basis uhetha= o: co: 
thoy ~~3 i~to~3~ted · in goi~g fo::t1~~d u1th a P=~posal elo~s tha li~os 
o:: th~t 0~33ozted. In cloic3 so it is S\!3·3ost'2d that: th3y should oo 
c~=cful :o~ to giv3 ~ny bsllige=ent such k~ouledge of th~ iclo~ as 
to 3i"-.J :h~:il a cha:'!ca t _o infiist p=ivatel:, o:i chc::.ng~s· which t.vuld · 
Q~O tha i~vitation un~ccept~bla to the o:hc: aids. 

. ... , ..... . 
. ·----' ► 
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l. ~lthouih all p~rtias to th~ Victc.t.e conflict co doubt 

bol~ovo that they ~re pursutns l~udcble objoctivo~ by justificblo 

t:lith tho hope th~t it · al.;ly ~va the uorld one ctep .cloc~r to peace; · · 

it h~s beon decided to c&ll a ma~ticz. 

2. ?he followin3 p~rti.ss ~~~ ~~r3by icv.ted to zand :op=o­

sent~tiv3~ ~: the embaacado=1al or lo~a~ level to ~=t~~cl ~ c30ti0~ 

to be held £.t the officss of the Ministry of Foreisc :.zf~1rs for 

three ur.u:!ts b~g!.001 n3 at lO: 00 a.::i; locE!l tioe on Monc1.:iy tha 

of 1968. --- ------
7ha Cove~no~nt of th3 Re?Ublic of Vietn~m, S~i3on 
'lha N.:!tional Liber£tioc Fro.ct of Vicatnem . 
The Gove~nme~t of the DeI;Ocr~tic Republic of Vietn-:1Q, Hc~oi 
Tho Gove=cme~t of the Unitod Stwtes of Amoric~ 
Ths Gov~~nm3~t of c~~3dG 
~he Gov3rnoant of India 
Th3 Gove=cma~t of ~ol2cd 

f~cially or u:o!f1c13lly. Ropres~nt~tivo~· co~ p:a:en: on tho 

C?~~in3 c~y of :~3 ~oetins _=~Y join tho mcati~~ later. 

... ~ ~ - ---
.. 



---·-.--··------- ------
' 

-2- 1. 

3. is c~lled fo:-

fo::o=illy .::~d ir.form.::lly, ce.::sures which ought to be undertc.!.:e::i 

C 
... ____ ... ,..,.. ... 
...,.._."""-'-''-' 

I. 

II 

......... 
·- -~ ,F.,- .... .. ..... ,'i: .. ~~ . ., • 

.... 



INFOltMA TJON 

SECRET 

w .... --,. Mal'cla 20, 19'8 -- 7:SS p.m. 

Mr. Pre•lcleat: 

Herewith tbne paper• from Clark CU.fiord. 

1. A memor_..wm oa die r•••rYe call-wp • 
• 11 .. 1111: 

tile Wilt• call .. 9P to Melt ap tile 
addltloaal SOllllll Vletaun .. ,i.,...at; 

-- ..Wltloaal call wp te re.ie-lu the 
•trate1lc reaerv.•; 

•· tlut nnltl• poalUon 
Soiatll Vletaam. 

2. A memoraa4an oa tu M-14 rifle a..U..Ulty. 

S. A memor..-.m GIi tile preNat state of 
Pnject 100. 000. 

w. w. aoetow 

SEGlt:ET 

DECLA!:S~'"":ED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 

~ 

WWRoatow:rla 
White He :: G .. :!~-:ir.,:s, R..iJ. 24, 1983 

Bv"4-, NA.a.(J', Dare. Y-:/-?.2-



Q) 

March 20, 1968 

MEMORAND.UM C_ONC;ERNING CALL-UP OF RESERVES 

I.. 

Army Reservists and National Guard Units 

Army Support Troops to support the 82nd Airborne 
and the 27th RLT already sent . 

·Navy personnel 

Air Force personnel 

TOTAL 

Out of the above call-up, · 43, 000 are to· be deploy·ed to · 
South Vietnam. · 

ll. 

An additional call-up of Reserves to replenish the· 
depleted strategic Reserves ~~uld b~ as ~ollows: 

Army units 

Air Force personnel 

. TOTAL 

m. 
.. 

The deployment figures to Vietnam after the call-up 
would be as follows: 

Personnel present in South Vietnam or in the pipeline , 

Units of the 82nd Airborne and the 27th RLT 

New increment to be sent in accordance with 
General Westmoreland' s request 

Support Troops for the 82nd Airborne ~nd the 27th RLT 

TOTAL 

31,600 

13,500 

1,524 

3,500 

50,124 

45,300 

. 
3,100 

48,400 

525,000 

11,000 

30,000 

13,500 

579,500 



'SECRET ' 
ASSIST ANT SECRET ARY Of DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ~en 

20 March 1968 

INSTALLATIONS ANO LOGISTICS 

,- ---·· 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF. DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Availability of Rifles for Vietnamese Forces 

The Problem 

Colonel Pursley asked that you be provided with an answer to the fol­
lowing question: "Are there surplus M-14 rifles which can be issued 
to the Vietnamese ·forces? 11 

Answer 

The Army will have available by May 25 a quantity of about 39, 000 
M-14 rifles. These are planned for assignment to U.S. Army Reserve 
units expected to be called to active duty to reconstitute STRAF. 

In addition to this quantity, there are approximately 149, 000 M-14 
rifles assigned to U.S. Army troops in Southeast Asia which are being 
progressively replaced by M-16 rifles. As these rifles are replaced 
they become available for overhaul and reissue. If required, such a 
quantity could be made available for is sue during the next 9 to 12 
months. Most are now planned for issue to active U.S. Army and 
Reserve forces. 

However, if the objective is to equip additional Vietnamese units, the 
M-14 rifle is not recommended for this purpose because: 

- It offers no advantage for the Vietnamese over the M-1 rifle, with 
which the Vietnamese forces are now equipped. As M-16s become 

. available to the Vietnamese they are replacing the M-1 s. 

- There are ample quantities of M-1 s which can be made available 
if required for the Vietnamese. 45, 000 are now in U.S. depots 
ready for immediate issue. An additional 400, 000 require only 
inspection or overhaul and could easily be prepared for issue at the 
rate of 10,000 per month. 

DO\T ~;: ',-;: : ) A! 3 YE.',.P. IliTERV ALS; 
DECLA.SSI!7.ED 

Authority /4-"d,f} /iki.5200 , Jo 
DI. ... . .. : , .., 5'T:::! 12 i'.Ei.\llS. 

1 , J .,IR 5ZOC .10 ·S£CRFI - a,q . NARA, Dau q/fa.l./ 
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- = Withdrawn for redis tri1',1tio~) 
+=Added from Redis t ribut ion 

68 Mar 
Apr 
May 
J-;.m 

Production and 
Source 

Colt$ GM 

Total ¥,:,. 
Production .,.,,., 

n, •. 

Require.-ncnt · ·----;> ~'- ,23>..: ~~8,912 
30,000 30,000 13,1:-r..(· l!,900 
30,000 30,000 ~~,!_;o:. ~i,ooo 
31,000 31,000 13,150 03,~ · 

AFPElWE ~· 'l\'.J ENCI.DSURE A 

m6/MJ.6Al RIFLE 

RE~:PIRE!l.!-~~!IB, ANlJ ALLOCATION FPR REM.UNDER 
OF F'{ lsi(,8 and Fr 1969 

Allc,c:ation 
'l'h~i ~)KS N. Zeeland Maleta Philippines 

1,548 250 3,661 

1,500 

A3 ot 15 Ma.rch 1968 

Coast 
Gus.rd U$MC CSAF USN 

1,700 47,000 268,155 9,650 
5,000 
2,500 
2,500 
2.000 

F'.{ f,B 
Jul 
Aug 
Sep 
Oct 
Nov 
Dec 

32 ,ooo 32 ,ooo 1~,cco li,ooo 
123,QOQ ____ _..12.,__..,3._._>,v;,c,'----4-..5!..,~~ •. .-J1,~'C~~X~·-----~l:.,,..t.500.:!::!.---------------;,...._-~:.a 
16,000 16,000 · 8,wo . : !f,viJv. 

12 000 

2,250 

2,250 

69 Jan 
Feb 
Mar 
Apr 
May 
Jun 

69 FY 

33,000 33,000 11,000 i6,ooo 
35,000 35,000 15,000 15,000: 
36,000 36,ooo 17,tOO i6,6oo 
38,000 38,000, il1 ,000 ·13;4oo 
40,000 40,000' 19.,0:i,J .18;250 
40,000 1,000 41,000 16,5CO l~,000 
42,ooo 4,ooo 46,ooo ~3,,·oo ~l;OOb 
44,000 6,000 50,000 ?2, OC/J ~~-, ')()() 
46,ooo 8,000 54,000 25,000 24,952 
48,000 10,000 58,000 26,00J 26,000 

3Q, 000 12,000 62 
1
000 28,000 28, CY.)(, 

~.ooo 41,000 509,000 230,500 221,202 

1 
I 

4,6oo 
2,750 

7,350 

5,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 

6,000 
6.000 

35,000 

OH>UP 4 

2,400 

2,500 

2,500 

7,466 

JXJWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER l2 YEARS 

DE<JfSSIFIE~ 
Authority~ ­

_By *-' . NARA. lhte y-,, ~ ~ 

Total 
~quire~ent 

1,591,84c 
l 
1 
1 
l 
1 
l 
1 
l 
l 
l 
? 



MANPOWER ANO 
RESERVE AFFAIRS 

ASSIST ANT SECREi ARY -OF DEFENSE -

RECEIVED WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301 

cr=ftCE ·CF Tl-IE . 
SECR£TAHY OF OHENSE 

CI) 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY CLIFFORD 

Attached for use at the 5:00 o'clock meeting are: 

(1) A hurriedly compiled round-up of DOD programs 
of irrunediate relevance to the disadvantaged. 

_ .. (2) A summary of Project 100, 000 through _29 February 
1968. 

. . 
(3) A copy of Table 930 in the Defense Management 

Surrunary. This gives much of the same information as Item (2), 
all on one page, but does not include February 1968 Project 
100, 000 a~cessions •.. 

Alfred B. Fitt · 

Attachments 



DOD PROGRAMS IMMEDIATELY RELEVANT TO THE 
DISADVANTAGED 

(1) PROJECT 100,000 - A program to take in at least 100,000 men each 
year who would not meet minimum standards in effect during 1958-
1966 period. This program, which began in October 1966, is a 
success thus far. See separate report attached. 

(2.) INTENSIFIED RECRUITING - Ordinarily 9% of Armed Forces 
accessions are Negroes, but this jumps to 37% for the "New Stand­
ards" men entering under Project 100,000. However, of the New 
Standards Negroes, 63. 5% are from the South, and relatively few 
are from large cities. 

Consequently, in February 1968 we began a special recruiting effort 
in urban poverty areas. This is being tested in Detroit, Philadelphia 
and St. Louis during Marcli and April, with the Services directed to 
double the enlistment rates hitherto achieved. 

The program is being carefully monitored and is pin-pointed on 
high-unemployment, central city areas. It will be expanded to 17 
more large cities on 1 May, and still another 2.0 on l July 1968 for 
a total of 40. 

(3) SUMMER EMPLOYMENT - Last summer DOD employed 47,000 
temporary workers, mainly students. There were no special con­
trols to ensure that those employed were disadvantaged. For the 
summer of 1968 the employment target is 50, 000, with a targe~ of 
75% drawn from special Civil Service lists of needy youngsters. 

(4) NEIGHBORHOOD YOUTH CORPS - Defense and Labor have been 
operating a pilot project in the Washington area to give part-time 
employment at DOD installations to about ZOO NYC youngsters who 
are following a year long program of combined schooling and em­
ployment, with the prospect of full-time DOD employment at the 
end of the lZ months (August 1968). 

ln February 1968 we decided to expand the program to 44 more cities 
where there are nearby Defense installations. This is contingent 
upon Labor being able to fund its share of the expanded program in 
FY 1969. The target is to fill at least ZS% of the entry level job 
openings (GS 1-5 and helper) with participants in the NYC-DOD 
program. 



- 2 -

The success of the entire program depends upon obtaining Civil 
Service Commission assurance that OOD can use preferential hiring 
practices for NYC graduates. We do not yet have that assurance. 

(5) O FF-BASE OPEN HOUSING PROGRAM - Between June 1967 and 
29 February 1968 we increased the number of open rental units 
near military installations from 663, 000 to 874, 000, or from 60o/o 
open to 79%. 

In the same period the number of rental units actually listed with 
base housing referral offices grew from 282, 300 to 1io, 000. 

While DOD only seeks assurances that rental units will be open to 
military personnel on a non-discriminatory basis, we believe that 
most landlords who have agreed to open for military are in fact 
opening to civilians as well. 

(6) PROJECT TRANSITION - This program is aimed at departing ser­
vicemen, mainly those without marketable skills. The object is 
to give counseling, training, academic upgrading and job placement 
assistance while they are still in service. Operated on a pilot basis 
at five installations in June-December 1967, it became operational 
at all major installations in January 1968. We estimate that 500, 000 
separating servicemen wiU participate in some phase of Project 
Transition in FY 1969. 

Attachment -.ASD(M&RA) 
20 March 1968 



20 March 1968 

PROJECT ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 

A. Background 

In Oct ober 1966, DoD initiated "Project One Hund.red Thousand" to 
accept men who were being disqualified for service under previous mental 
and physical standards. We were convinced that these men would qualify 
as full y satisfactory servicemen when exposed to modern instructional 
techniques used in the Armed Forces .and that their service would prepare 
them f or more productive lives when they return to civilian life. The 
revision in entrance standards is also resulting in a more equitable 
shar ing of the opportunities and obligations of' military service among 
the Nation's youth. 

B. Key Poli cies Governing the ProgTam:r 

- Performance standards are not lowered. 

- We are prepared to assist men achieve satisfactory 
performance levels. 

- Results are monitored in detail. 

c. Number Accepted - Goal vs. Achieved 

We exceeded our first-year goal and are on schedule in meeting our 
second-year objective. 

1. Phase I, October 1966 September 1967 

Quota Achieved · Overage 

40,000 49,252 9,252 

2. Phase II, October 1967 - September 1968 

Achieved Oct 67 -
Gross Quota Phase I Overage Net Quota Feb 68 ~5 Months) 

100,000 9,252 90,748 39,610 



D. Profile of Project One Hundred Thousand Men 

Average age - 20.9 years. 
38~ were non-white. 
34i were unemployed; an additional 1~ earned less than $60 a week. 
54~ had not completed high school. 
Average school grades completed was 10.5, but: 

- Average reading ability was 6.2 grades; 
- 14'/, had reading ability below 4th grade. 

E. Experience with Project One Hundred Thousand Men 

1. Basic Training 

Project One All 
Hundred Thousand Men ·0ther Men 

Graduation Rate* 
'I, Requiring Extra Help 

(Recycling or Special 
Training) 

* Men who fail basic training are discharged. 

2. Skill Training 

- After completing basic training, they receive skill training 
in formal course or on-tbe-job. 

- In formal skill courses, more than 87'1, graduate. Those who 
fail are reassigned to other type course or to on-the-job . 
training. 

3. Types of Assignments 

Combat Specialties 
Technical Specialties 

Total Assigned 

38.2'1, 
61.8'('" 

100.61, 

* Includes maintenance, supply, equipment operation, 
administrative, medical, craftsmen, . aDd communication 
specialties. 

4. Retention 

Of the first group who entered service during October -
December 1966{ 94~ were still in service 30 September 1967, after an 
average of l(q months service time. 



5. Supervisory Ratings - Army 

94i rated Excellent in Conduct and Efficiency during the_f'irst 
year of service. 

6. Offense Record 

During the first year of' service _7i received Non-Judicial 
punishment, and 4~ received court-martial convictions. 

F. :future of Project One Hundred Thousand 

1. We expect-to -achieve our goa.l this year of accepting 1001 000 
men who would otherwise be disqualified for military service. 

2. We are making efforts :to improve the program by research -­
e.g., better measures to determine abilities of culturally deprived 
youth; improved training techniques. 

3. Increased emphasis will be given to remedial education. 

4. We will conduct follow-up studies of these men in civilian 
life to measure the beneficial impact of' military service. · 

3 



.UNCLA~SIFH:O TA - . - 930.-PROJECT ONE HUNDRt:D THf"' ,,. AND 

A, Nev Standards Acceasiona in Phase I (October 1966 - September 1967) Compared to Quota 

Achieved 
Quota!/ Toto.l Mental 

Medicl4lly 
Remedial "EJ 1 

Army 30, 400 38,135 193 I Nn.vy 3,400 3,t i~ Air Force 3,600 3, 9 I 

l-'Arine Corps 45:gg§ 4~'~7§ 
80 I 

DoD • m; 
a Comb ned quota or New Stan o.r s men access ons and. e co.lly Remediala, 
"§/ Medically Remedial Enlistment Program initiated February 1967, 

B, Progreaa in Meeting Phase II (October 1967 - September 1968) Nev Standards Quotas 

Phase II uota. 12 

Phase II I Phase II .__N_umb_e_r_A_cc_e..:.p_t_ed __ ___. Progreea 
Gross Pha.se I Net 

Quota. Overage Quota Mental Pcysical Total Rating !/ 
Progress 
Rating y 

a Number accepted aa ot eXJ;)ected progre11 in meeting Net Phase II quota,. 

C, Characterhtica ot Nev Stand.a.rd• Men Accepted October l, 1966 • September 30, 1967, 

~ Avere.se Ase Educational Level Readins Abilitl Eirolo;.(!!!ent Status 
White 61.~ 20.9 Average GradH Coq,leted 10.5 Average Grade Level 6,2 ~ Unemployed 34.~ 
Negro 36.7'1, ~ High School Gr&dua.tH 45.~ ~ Below 4th Grade l3.~ ~ Ea.ming $60 19.3~ 
other l.~ ~ Belov 5th Grade 29, 5i or leu per 

~ Below 6th Ora.de 46.ii veek 
Total ~ 

D, Performance in Ba.sic Training (Men who tail to graduate Basic Training are no~ clische.rged) 

Graduation Rate■ and Extra Help Required b7 Mental Group 

Gro~s r.--·- n, 1, .,.,.,., ,n_on\ 
Total I, II, III Total 21-30 16-20!/ 10-15!/ 

Graduat~on Rate 
10/66-9/67 (12 Moa) 97. 7'1, 9S.1i 96.3~ 96.~ 96.3~ 96.~ 
Oct-Dec 67 (3 Mos) 97,SS 98.~ 96.~ 96. 7'1, 96.~ 96.l~ 

~ Reouir ing Extra HeliE/ 
10/ 66-9/67 ~12 Mos) 4.~ 3. 7'1, 8.~ 8.~ 8.4~ 9.~ 
Oct-Dec 67 3 Mos) 5-~ 3-~ 10.~ 9.~ 10.~ l2.~ 

c./ !~oz;; Iicw St ar:c.c..rds men are included in these 2 lower Group r:v categories. 
"§/ Recycling or remedial help in Special Training Caupanies. 

E, Per:f'on:iance in Advanced 'l'rain1ng 

Attrition Rate■ in Entey Level Courses Attended b7 New Stande.rd.a Men!/ 

Army • Air Force 
Aug-Dec 1967 April-Dec 1967 
(145 Courses) (35 Courses) 

New All New Total A7 
Sto.ndards other Standards FY 1967 Men Men 

Infi.:-,t ry, Gun Cr ews & Al.lied Spec, 2.5', l.~~ -- --
Electronic Equipment Jlpmn, 33,2 13.9 -- --
CO'"-=:un . & Intell. Spec, 20.5 13,6 -- --
:t.-::dicr..l & Dental Spec. 19,7 2.3 17.7'1, 3. 7'1, 
Other Technical & Allied Spec. 33,3 7.9 .o 5,l 
Ad;nin . Spec. & Clerks 16,8 4.6 12,6 3.9 
Elect r tcal/Hcchanico.l Equip. ~- 25,8 8.5 26.3 8.1 
Craftc:ncn 9.2 2.8 9,8 3,4 
Servi ce and Supply Handlers 7.2 4.o ll,3 4.4 

Total !2.2'f; 5-lJ ~ T.2J 

Graduation Rateo • 
New Standards M<?n Only !:/ 
Army 
Navy 
Air Force 
Marine Corpe 

DoD 

!/ For men. who entered 
service October 1966-
June 1967 and coa:pleted 
training _September 1967. 

Marine Corps 
April-Sep 1967 

(62 Courses) 
New Total)1.C 
Standard.a FY 19<:>7 
Men , - · n• - -:-Y 6!l 

3-~ '2.7i, 
' ' 

1o10.~ .. 3.1s 

' ~ 
. 

2$ 
·!!:J I ncludes attrition for academic, peysical and Administra- or training, or are sent to units for on-the-Job 

tive reasons, Men \lho tail. to graduate 1n a.dvanced traiDing, No N•vr attrition rates shown because 
trainuig course·• are n~ reassigned to another tn,e Navr Nev St11Ddard1 11en rarely attend achool course,. 

Page 1 of 1 ASDIM&RA): 2/16/68 
UNCLASS1FlED 



ACTION 

Wed.lleaay, March 20, 1961 -• 7:ZS p. m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Suject: Vr1eat Me• ... • to Eahkol 

The l•raell■ are moi.UlaJ.aa oa the J'ordanlaa border. Wally Barb01ll' .h.ae 
aeen E•Jakol, and Nlck KatseaNC:Ja. called 1a llulD. to make a atroea pltch <; 
aplaat aa attack oa .JO'Nlaa. Barbolir 1HtlleYe• tbe final Iarull declalon Ila• not 
yet beea made, a.ad hold• out the poa■U.lllty tta.J ma, decide to stop wltb a aaow 
of force. He 11,,e■ u 1••• thaa aa even chaace of hohllag them back. 

Thi• 1tlllck Iaraell action 1row• oet of raplclly mOlllltlai concern ner 
coatla1W11 Arab terrorlam. TbeJ jut •oa•t belie•• Huaela ha• m•~-~ nal 
effort to damp down oa terrorlat■• We aurnlae that tlaey uve beaa •.-tlas '­
wbetb.er to .hlt hlm. qala -- even llarder tbaa on. l'elaraazy 15 •• or to try te 
aolve tile pr.W.m some other way. We aupect the arp1111eat wltllla the Iaraell 
1..-enameat .b.u lteea pretty ... a1, matcllecl. Tllea wben an laraell ■claool lnaa 
hit a m1ae Moaday &IMI two laraell aoldler• were killed la •lmHu aabotate 
lacldenta, tlut prea■are for retallatloa became all b9t lrreelatlble. 

Haeaela baa a■ked for oar llelp la 1'ohlla1 tile Iaraell• off. He fear• a 
majOI' laraell attack cowlcl be the ead of la1m aad kill the Jurma mla•iea. It 
woulcl a-.1, make ou.r pealtklll mlaerule. eapeclallJ if larul decide• to 
occ9P)' addltloaal terrlterf oa the Ea•t Baak. 

Nick KatNabach re~ommead• Jot& apprcw. the attached. me•• .. • to be •eat 
lm.,..latelJ from y0t to EaJakel. 1 wlall thel"e were ■omethblc atr-r we 
coald do. bat •~ of maklaa apeclflc threat.a I caaaot tlllak. what lt mlpt be. 
1 dout lt woald add m11ell to wlaat we are alreadJ dolaa for you to talk with 
Ral:tla. I l"ecemm.ead ,- appro.e. 

......... __ _ 
Dlnppl'we -
Call me ---

w. W. B.oatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'U-;;,.t.1 

By ~ • NARA Date :i-1f- 'i7 

61!iSRET 



8E8B.ET 

M••••I• to Prime Mla.later Eehkol 

Dear Mr. Prime Mlnl•ter: 

I wleh pereaaally to empllaalu tile lmportaaee I attach to tbe m••••••• 

tJDCler Secretary KatHllbach aad Amha••a4or Barbour han today dellvered to 

Y°" and JOU' repreaeatatlyea. W • deplore •• much aa yoa do tbe recent terrorlat 

actloa■ a1alaat leraell l1Te1 and property. 1 am Ormly coavlacecl, howeYer, 

that a military reprlaal a1alut Jordan woald be a major mlacalcalatloa. 

Such actlo11 woald ha•• dl■aetrou coaaequaeea for our cormnoa laope• fer 

peace a.ad for tbe flature of our own a• well•• yo11r po•ltl• la the Near Ea■t. 

la the latereat of both our coaatti••• I ■tr-ly ur1• that .no actlon of 

thl■ klnd 1,e takea. 

Sbacerely. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ '1 ~- a- h9 

By ~ , NARA Date ;) -1 1, -?1 

SBCB:ET 



Mr. Preaident: 

Attached. for yoar approval, 
l• a propoaed farewell meaaage to 
Prim.e Miai■ter Egal of Somalia. 
Epl leaves from New York tomorrow 
lli&ht. 

Approve ----
Dleapprove __ _ 

Call me ----

A tt: File # 954 

WWR:RM:lw 

W. W. Roatow 



Propo•ed Fai-ewell Me•.a~ 
Prim• Miiilater Eaal ol So 

Hi• Eacell•cy 
Prime Miniater Mohamed Ibrahim Eaal 
C/o US Chief of Protocol 
Waldorf Tower• 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Prime Mlnlater: 

l hope you have enjoyed your vi•it to the United Statee. 

I was ••Jt9dally pl••ed by our frank talk about the important 

matter• wbicb concern u■ botb. 

Your viait gave all America.a• a deeper appreci&Uo11 of 

the atroa1 aDd pro•p•rou■ clemecracy you and your people are 

atrivln1 to build in Somalia. We ■bare your ideal■ and your 

hope•• And 1 want to aay a1aia bow mucb we aclmire yCNr work 

for peace aad better unur■tancliaa with your net1hbora . 

Mra. Johnaon and I wiah you and Mra. E1al a fond farewell 

and. a bappy Journey home. 

With warm peraonal re1arda . 

Slacerely. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 



INi'ORMA TION 

WedaeMay, March 20, 1968 
.4:55 p. m. 

Mr. Pnalcleat: 

Herewith a..,..rt from an •••apected 
coraer: B.a,moa4 Moley. 

w. w. Roatow 

wwroatow:rla 

fl 



RAYMOND MOLEY 
..,.,., MAO ISO N AVENUE 

NEW YOR K ZZ 

March 15, 1968 

Mr. Ernest K. Lindley 
Special Assistant to the 

Secretary 
Department of State 
Washington, D. c. 20520 

Dear Ernest: 

Secretary Rusk's appearance before the 
Foreign Relations committee has urged me to write 
concerning a growing impression,which I have 
concei.v:e.c;l .. for the-·past-···tour·· ye·a·r ·s ·: ··· of ... the man Is 
courage, .. competen~e ·; .. re .st':r-.ai°nt ··a'rid--·1oyalt y to 

- ·· ·· · • • , • .... ... . ..... • . • . • i • . , -a cause ~hich, howev~r unpopular · in some ·quarters, 
• .. .. ,. ..., , .•.- • • •-, •• ••• •,·• • r,, I ,,,_ , . .... 

is one in which I believe the interests ·and · · 
\ respo~~l_bi),.ities h i _-, t .he. Y.~ft_:~.9.: .. ~~f'a't.es·"··a"r·e deeply 
' involved. . ·~. . .,_,, __ ,~,.,,,. 

... ......... _,._., . ., . 

I might add that during the Kennedy 
years, the presence of another secretary of 
state in the White House, who apparently was 
closer to Kennedy than the Secretary, must 
have been · a trying experience. I think I can 
speak with some personal experience on that 
subject. But he braved it out, ignored the 
Schlesinger gibe and has emerged as a truly 
s_re a~-~~~t_a~_y .. _o.f .. n.S ... 1:~-~ :----I-arnwrft lng to you 
rather than to him because I know you so well, 
and you can show this to him. 

r · happen to be a somewhat amateur 
student of sea power - a development of the 
past few years - its history and its importance 
so far as the most powerful nation on the sea 
is concerned. It imposes trials and vicissitudes 
on that nation, and an Administration that 
a~em;ets to sustai~~r~-a·t ~ ·oi~:'.'.:fn';'the"'"world, 
despite di~is-ions~~-at-ho°in;.; ::a;-~e£~;-; ·'9' s'ITi:,oo"'~ 

· · · · ... i..:ii:'t ,,i,p -itli·o ....,~~ 
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And the best of all wishes to you. 

Faithfully, 



CONl!I DENTIAl, ::s 

MEMORANDUM. FOR THE PRES1DENT 

SUBJECT: Farewell call 1-y Chlleaa Amhaaudor Tomlc: Frida,.. 
Marcil zz. 11 :a:8 am 

1.§' 

Yov •1r-d to bid Ambe. a •dor Tomlc aoodbye if l 1-roaaht him to 
J'O'll' off1c• aroud 11 :j, tomorrow morala,. 

TJ:ae purpo•• l• to p .. him a warm ••ad-otf aad •••are blm of our 
cOAtuuaed fdeadablp •1Dc• he b&• a 1oocl c:haace of belq the next 
Prealdellt of Chile. 

1. .R.eafflrm •apport of ~ US azad ,o,ar perecmal frl~•hip aad 
eaeoan1emeat for Preeldeat i .. rel 1a hi• reform effort. 

2. B..ww the illvitatlon to Preeldellt Frei to vlait the Unltecl 
State•. 

J. Expr••• appreclatloa for Ch.lleaa ••pport la the f!aeblo lacldeat • 
Pl'e■ldent Fret per•oat.llJ called lll tbe Soviet Amba•aador to 
Chile wua tile Pueblo wat ••l•ed aad la etl'OAI term• aaked 
tllat Mo•cow be advhed of hla l,ellef that a.ch lrreapoaelltle 
act• futher threaten world peace. 

W. VI. aoatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NlJ I 9'f.-17 

By ,k:::@ , NARA, Date 7 -c)!, -Cff 



MB.. PRESIDENT: 

INFORMATIOk 

Weclneeday, March 20. 1968 
3:30 p. m. 

-~ c,f/f-~ --

1 should lib yoa to .. --- •how -SW 1ordea 
lald oat a peace pu~a• aloug th9 lines .,.. 
guided ua tbla monwsg. 

w. w. Bostow -

Attachment 

l 



DfFOllMATION 

WeclMeclay. Marc.h 20. 196.8 
3:30 p. m. 

MR. PBESIDENT z ,. /,,jo- yR_, J /I< ,,...,;t:, -
I ■hOQld like you to reaq(how Bill Jorden 

laid oat a peace puaage al-a the line• Y°" 
pided WI thla ~. 

w. w. Roatow 

Attachment 

ft 



(SPEECH ll~SER T) 

Peace in Viet-Nam -- peace in the world -- is our goal. 

Peace is what the South Vietnamese people want. 

Peace is what the American people want. 

Peace is what any thinking man wants. 

But it is not that easy -- not that simple. We cannot have 

anything so dear simply bywishing for it. 

You cannot have peace if the man who is shooting at you 

doesn't want it -- not a decent peace, nor a lasting peace. 

Peace is a simple word - - a beautiful word. But it mea.ns 

many things to different men. 

We can always get the .peace of surrender. 

We can al':-vays ·hg.y ·a Chamberlain-type peace. 

We can always walk away from the problem -- ignore the 

danger -- settle for 11peace in our time. 11 But history has shown 

that this kind of peace doesn't last -- that it only prepares the way 

for future -- and more ·destructive -- wars. 

There have been many times over the past 23 years when we 

could have bought quick and easy settlements -- by looking the other 

way, by refusing to get involved. 

We could have done it when communist guerrillas were in 

the suburbs of Athens. We could have done it when the Huks were 
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in M anila. We could have done it by pulling out of Korea. And we 

could have tried to live with enemy missiles 100 miles of£ our shores. 

But we didn't. 

For we knew then that to do so would only _have l~d to greater 

dangexs -- ~eeper· crises -- and bigger wars. 

_What ~re we trying to do in· Viet-Nam? 

Some people say we are trying to win a military victory. 

Those who say so j~st don't know very·much about-Viet-Nam. 

. This is a political war - - a social war and an economic 

war as well as a military war. 

It is the struggle of a people to remain· their own masters 

and not be swallowed up by others. It is the struggle of a brave 

people who are trying - - even in the middle oi a war - - to build 

new and free political institutions. It is the struggle. to carry,-iorward 

a social revolution in the midst of bitter fighting. 

It is a war whose heaviest burdens must be carried by the 

Vietnamese themselves. It is a war that can only· be won ·-- in 

the real sense -- by the Vietnamese people . . 

Are they carryi.ng ·that burden? Are they doing what must 

be done to save themselves? 

The record speaks for itself. 
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Yet that record is unknown to most Americans. We have 

been so concerned with what we were doing, that we have paid 

little attention to what they have been doing -- and the sacrifices 

they have paid for their own freedom. 

And the critics are so determined to expose every Vietnamese 

weakness, every failing that we lose sight of what these courageous 

people have paid for their freedom. 

Never before in hi.story have we so weakened ourselves by 

attacking our own ally in time of war. 

I submit ~hat it does no one any real good to attack the Viet­

namese fo.~-_;not drafting· m:en·under 20 - ·-when they have been drafting 

men under 20 for weeks. 

Last ~onth, 10~ 000 Vietnamese young men were drafted. 

Another 10,000 volunteered for military· service. And President 

Thieu has announced his· nation's determination to bring 125, 000 men 

under arms in-the next few month$.. 

That is the equivalent .of a million and a half Americans. 

For South Viet-Nam has only the population of~ of our 

largest states. 

Do the Vietnamese fight? 

Since Hanoi started its campaign to conquer the South in the 

late 1950 1s, more than 600, .000 Vietnamese ~oldi_ers }lave died in 

Battle. They did not die by no_t fighting. 
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The Vietnamese people are determined to stand their ground 

and to preserve their. nation. As PresidentThieu told his nation 

last Thursday 

11 This struggle is global in its significance, but it is being 

fought in Viet-Nam by Vie~amese. .We Vietnamese must end it 

in victory for our people_~ No one can· do that for us. It is for us 

to take up the burden o"f history now, for our small nations is the 

place and our ancient peop!e the chief actors in -the central drama. 

of this decade. 11
. 

11 Let us" he said "be worthy of our ancestors. Let us 

become a. proud memory for our children. 11 

What, then, is the American role in this struggle? 

We a.re there to help these people win the peace they so 

deeply want -- and so richly deserve. 

We a.re there -to help provide a military · shield behind .which_ 

the process of nation-building can go forward. 

We are there to help make clear to the world that aggression 

cannot succeed -- to prove that those who take up .arms_ to achieve 

their ends will be opposed. 

We a.re there to show that political victory cannot come from 

the barrel of a gun. 

What ki,nd .of_ peace is it that we work for and fight for? 
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The foundation stones are there for all to see. 

We believe -that the ben~~ 1954\Agreement on Viet-Nam 

provides a base for a fair settlement. 

This would: 

- - _bring the sho.oting to an end; 

-- provide for the withdrawal from South Vietnamese 

territory of all non-Southern forces; 

-- permit the South Vietnamese to shape their nation 

and their institutions in their own way; 

-- provide for the eventual unification of all Viet-Nam 

in ways and at a time to be determined by the Viet­

namese ·themselves. 

We believe that the 19.62 Geneva Agreement on Laos should 

be made effective. 

That means: 

-- a withdrawal of North Vietnames·e forces from Laos 

-- which Hanoi promised but never ·lived up to; 

a.n end to the use of Laos as a pa.thway-·for the .introduc­

tion of men and weapons and military equipment into 

South Viet-Nam; 

-- a.n end to the -shooting in Laos; 

- - letting the Laotian people themselves determine their 

own way of life and build their own country. 
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We are-prepared to move immediately to work out the details 

of such a settlement. 

We are prepared to talk with Hanoi tomorrow about this or 

any other reasonable settlement. 

We are prepared to send a delegation to Geneva tomorrow 

if such a meeting can be arranged by the co-chairmen of the Geneva 

Conference. 

We are ready to talk in public -- or in priyate. 

I make this pledge to the leaders in Hanoi: 

- - we are ready to stop sending any additional men to 

South Viet-Nam if Hanoi will do the same; 

·.-- we are _ready to stop bombing the North if you will not 

use that event to strengthen your forces in the South; 

- - we are ready to stop shooting i£ you stop shooting; 

- - we are ready to begin withdrawing our forces from 

the South i£ you will . do the s a.me; _ 

. -- ·ii North Viet·-Nam withdraws its forces and violence 

subsides, American troops will be out of Viet-Nam 

· in six months; 

-- if a settlement comes, those military bases now used by 

our forces will be turned over to the Vietnamese people; 

· -- if the war ends, we shall contribute a billion dollars a 

year for at least five years to help the people of South­

east Asia repair the damages of war and begin to buii'd 



a new and better and stronger economic life for their 

people. 

-- North Viet-Nam can share in this process of -rebuilding 

and of peaceful economic development. 

The rea.l question is: what kind of settlement _does Hanoi want? 

I a.sk the leaders in Hanoi: 

--do you want to build -- or to conquer? 

- - do your people want peace or wa.r? 

-- -do you wish to dominate South Viet-Nam and Laos and 

Cambodia -- or to ma.ke a. better life for your people 

at home? • 

-- is it not clear that the best future for North Viet-Nam 

lies in growing food for its people, building its industry, 

and joining with its neighbors in the development of that 

rich and promising . region through which the Mekong 

flows? 

These are :questions which only the _leaders in Hanoi and their 

people can answer. 

We await th~ir_ answer. The world waits '."- and hopes it will 

be the right answer. 

As for the United States, we have assumed heavy burdens. 

Through our constitutional processes~ we have undertaken commit­

ments. After prayerful consideration -- and extensive debate -"'.' we 

have given our·pledge to help -others in time .. of danger. 
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Today, we bear those burdens. 

We live up to our conuni tinents. 

We honor our pledge. 

If we tire of the struggle -- as the enemy deeply hopes we 

will -- I am absolutely certain that most of .what this nation has built 

with others in the world community over the past two decades and 

more would be in grave danger. 

'J;'he .long, har.d, slow ·work of building a world society in 

which aggression does not succeed would be undone. 

In t..'1e past, young nations, weak nations, hopeful nations, 

could turn to us for help -- in building and in staying alive as nations. 

But" ifw~ tire and withdraw at this stage --- when others have 

not yet achieved sufficient strength to stand alone -- we shall only be 

turning the fate of those nations over to the mercy of Hanoi and Peking 

and Moscow. 

So long as I am your President, I shall fight to preserve what 

has been achieved since World War II -- through sacrifice, and 

br.avery, and determination. I shall continue to strive to build the 

kind of world we all nee·d and want. 

That1 - I am sure, will also be the will of _the ,A.m_erican people. 

Ii it is not, then .we are in for a time of trouble and of tragedy 

compared with which our present s_uffering will seem as nothing. 
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I pray to God that we have the wisdom -- and the will -- to do 

what must be done. 

For if we fail, all mankind will pay the price of that failure. 

I know we will not fail. 



INFORMATION 

Wednesday 
March 20, 1968 - 3:25 p. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Attack on Tan Son Nhut 

During a ten-minute period shortly after noon 
EST today Tan Son Nhut Airbase was hit by seven rounds of 
recoilless rifle fire. 

There were no personnel casualties reported and 
aircraft damage was as follows: 

Three C-130's received major damage 
Two C-130 1s received minor damage 
Two helicopters received minor damage 

W. W. Rostow 

., 

,,:.·.i ,, 
. ~ 

• 
/~ 

' 
. J 

. . _ .•. \;t:'~~-}fi1:f \i:~1I~i!JS!~:~:, 
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Thus, if the problem is one of rifles to outfit new Vietnamese units, the 
M-1 should be used at this time. 

Status of the M-16 

·A plan of maximum acceleration of M-.16 production involving 3 sources 
has been approved and is ~eing effectuated. 

The attached table prepared last night by the Joint Staff shows the recom­
mended distribution of new M-16 ·rifles by month. It will be noted that 
53, 000 will be delivered by June 30, 1968 to the Vietnamese, and an 
additional 227, ~00 during FY 1969. 

~~ 
THOMAS D. MORRIS 

· SECQET . 



INFORMAnON 

~ 
W .... N&J', Mardi zo. 1968 
12:05 p.m. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Kbe SUII: 

-- 286 ton• •• u .. red.; 
... 125 eumy rOWMI•; 

1324 frla .. ly; 
-- 292 aortle• plu 6 B-52'•: 
•· maay ••c_..ry exploal••• 

W. W. Ro•t•w 

-SECRET 

WWRo■tow:rla 

/) ~ r~ 

OECLASS:FI 0 
E.O. 12356. S c.. ,3 

DA Ma:-,10 .. r..n. 5, 12J;J9 
ay-4. N~·Jh • Dt.t@_, f(J 711,.J;, 



Wednesday, March 20, 1968, 8:50 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-five on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ/ A Shau Valley for the 24-hour period of March 19, 1968. 

Resupply was hampered by low ceilings and light rain during 
the early morning hours of the 19th, however, after 9 AM, the rain stopped 
and the weather was generally clear. Resupply sorties totaled 43. Ninteen 
o'f these were flown by the Air Force Fixed Wing Aircraft, 24 by Marine 
helicopters. A total of 286. 5 short tons of supplies were delivered, and 
70 replacements were landed at the field. 

Incoming fire remained at about the same level as was reported 
yesterday. A total of 125 rounds of mixed fire fell on the base, wounding 

.. J6 .men (five ·evacuated). No ground action took place during the period. Seven 
enemy were reported killed by air observer directed air strikes and artillery 
fire. Outgoing fire was approximately one-half the volume of yesterday. 
Sixty-three missions were fired, expending 1324 rounds of ammunition. No . 
COFRAM ammunition was used. 

Khe Sanb. continues to receive Breu refugees. Since first reported 
on March 13, 1382 refugees have been processed and evacuated through the 
base. 

Along the DMZ, and throughout Quang Tri Province, contact was 
light with no significant ground actions. Enemy artillery /rockets and mortars 
fired 89 rounds but no friendly casualties or damage resulted. Total casualties 
for the 3rd Marine Division Area for the period were: 33 Marines wounded 
(16 evacuated); nine enemy killed. 

Tactical air operations for the period totaled 292 sorties. Good 
. bomb damage assessment included 300 secondary explosions, 11 automatic 
weapons positions destroyed, 12 bunkers destroyed and 125 meters of trench 
destroyed. There were six ARC LIGHT strikes scheduled into the Niagara 
area, however, three of the 6 aircraft were diverted to secondary targets due 
to radar n;i.alfunction. An assessment of bomb damage from .. a previous st:rike 
reported multiple secondary explosions with one secondary fire covering an 
area approxim.ateiy 500 meters square. Two hundred ninety eight tactical air 
sorties and six ARC LIGHT strikes are scheduled for the next 24-hou:r period. 

D CL lFIBD 
~uthorlty tJl,,'3.o \tll,e1~l-oo 

R .~ £:._ . NARA. Oate l"a-'/ 
. $EGRET 



~!liCR.ET - 2 -

The weather forecast for the Khe Sanh area is for good conditions 
through most of the 20th with scattered intermittent late afternoon thunder­
showers. Fog and low ceilings will produce marginal conditions durin2 the 
early morning hours of the 21st. 

Eight reconnaissance sorties were flown over the A Shau Valley 
during the period. Several unknown type tanks were sighted near A Shau 
Airfield. Strikes flown by the 1st Marine Wing today against the target reported 
movement of tanks ceased, but no bomb damage assessment is available . ... One 
team returned to its wire tap mission this morning. Weather appears favorable 
for two additional inserts today. 

-rteRET 



INFOllMA TION 

SEGI\ET 

w ...... .,, Marcia. 20, 1961 - 12:00 nooa 

Mr. Pn•ldut: 

Here~rltll a new calc111at1• wblcla la-rlaa• the 
, ezpe .. lt.re• attrllnatable to the new prosram la 
Vletaam dowa to $8 l,lllloa ($3. 25 FT 1968; 
$&. 7 FY 19'9}. 

Tlab come• aboat, la part. lty ■hlftla& tb.e 
pay •llppl----•I oat of thi• cates•l'J'• 

Tile acldltloaal paper■ allow tile exact make 11p 

of tbea ezpe .. ltarea, lacl•hlc tile "pnlleat 
actloa■." 

w. w. Ro■tow 

DECL\SmlED 

WWllo•tow:r 1n 
Authority o/75 c L.«,, 3 - 3 I -? a 

By~ , NARA, Date .t!'/t/t z_/ 



,Repartuien·t of Defanse 

Additional Financing 

New Obligational Authority 

Operations 
Aircraft ·Procurement 
Munitions Procu~ement 
Equipment P>~o·cu1·ement 
Stock funds 
Col\Structio1\ 

Subt9tal, Pros·ra111 6 
Zero Supplemental and prudent act1ona (not) 

Total Additioaal NOA 

From ~ero 5Upplemental and fester tempo 
~1·oin prudent actions 
Progratll 6 

Operations 
Otl,er 

T?tal AdditlQnal Expenditures 
Pay Supplemental 
Per President's Budget 

Total Expcnd1turea 

Balance ·of Payment(!_ (Do"D net advene balance) 

As fo.rccast, Janua~y 23, 1968 
Additional from above 

Jotal DoU Advcrae Balance 

196~ 1969 

430 
90 

430 
550 
400 
120 

2,020 
3.~oo 
~.320 

1,800 
740 

410 
JQQ 
3,2SO 

. 0 
7'•· 200 
77,450 

3,530 
70 

3,600 

1,170 
40 

450 
120 

0 
20 

1.aoo 
l.a,1'40 
.2,940 

0 
2,040 

1,140 
1.520 
4 700 
f:3'50" .!I 

77 .lOQ. 
83,150 

3,480 
340 

3,8201J 

1/ This amount is already included in the President's Bud5et, but 
not in the DoD portion, 

y Balance of Payments effect aaaumos that current value of dollar 
will l>e maintained. 

DE~IFIED 
AuthoritytiS.Db t; / i,e,/79 

By# . NARA. Date 't'l(/44-- . 

-----··•---,,!"""' ...,, ,---•--- I O • •-· 

.. .. 

,, ·-., .. .,,. ...... ·.•• 
';•; : ..• !• .,J 

-\, ... .... . ASD(C) 
Mer.ch 20, 1968 

-" -------- -'-••·· ' 

.-
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11Pn1.dont hctiono" 
( $ Million,) 

1 •. Resorve Recall, January 251 _1968 

Six usi'R .squadrons and 1,,000 Air Fo~ce 
Reserve a.nd Ab• National Guard personnel have 
been called to acti.vc duty. Tho amowit is 
required for active duty PS¥ W\d tl.y.lng hour 
costs. 

2. Air Force Deplo;z:ments 

Incrco.sed tempo or operations in Southoast 
Asia requires conversion ot e.dcUttonal. gwi&hips, 
iuatalla.tion or additional c,lectronics counter­
measures, increased overha.ula, raoro amnunition. 
and operatine costs tar ~-52's. 

3. Additional No.Vt Actlvj.t~ 

Principally .additional carrier operatiua 
cost. 

4. Helicopters 

ProcurCJllcnt of 6o4 lJH•l, 160 AH-lG., 
300 OH·M, 72 CH-46, 58 CH-53., and lesser 
nUJUbers of CU-47, CH-54, e.nd 0V-10. Aleo 
cxpe:osiol) of. T-53 eneine production frcn 
200 to 300 per month. 

5. Electronic Count.enucnsui·c Pods 

Procure 239 pods so tha.t there would be two 
pods per opera.ti.oMl.ly re~ e.ircra!'t in Korea. 
and in hlgh three.t e.ree.s ·in North Vietnaiu, and 
one pod for at.her aircraft. 

6. B-52 Munitions 

Increase sorties tran 1200 to l8oo per 
month. 

7. Grounrl and Ship Gw1 .Ammunition 

Ex~rapolato inc~eaced consuioptlon rates ot 
past £ew JUDntha. 

NOA E?Se 
~ 1969 l9b012§2. 

37 92 35 90 

286 270 

22 20 

555 0 100 450 

23 5 4o 

230 432 50 400 

26o 

4' f----------- - . -- ·-· · ... ~ ·· ··-----~ . 
- - .'- .. . - -· . . --- .. -- ·:;-. .. 

__, 

... #)(3?4 



NOA 
l,9°6 i§.2 

8. TNT Pl•oduction l!'acilities 

Pl·oduction ce.paci ty is inadequate to 
support present estima.to of rcquiroments. 

9. Aircraft Shelters, South Vietnam 

619 sl1elters urgently needed to reduce 
de.ma.go from r.ocket and mortar attack. 

10 • . Air('.l'a.ft Overha.ul, Army 

$15 millio~ is tor increased battle d~ga 
or ~elicopters and component6; $10 million is 
for doublQ shift operations.to speed up turn­
e.rowid t itne. 

ll. M-16 Rifles 

12. 

... 

Procure 265,000 additional. rif.les _by 
December 1969 by ( a) placing Colt on 21 shirt 
basis, and {b) openi11g up a. new U.ne at 
Gene.reJ. Motors Hydrft.lDa.tio niviston. 

Replaco TET DestTuction 

Thio 8lDOWlt is reducod !"rOlU Ai·ray' a original. 
request of $229 111illion, and m9¥ need. to be 
inc1•ce.sed o.s better information becomes available, 

Anti-Infi.ltration Equip,uent 

This is intended for Korea in addition to 
$12 million included in FY ·1968 l~oviaion. 

A>nm\\1\it,1011 t.nd Equipment Reserve ROK 

Pz•o.vides 75•d~ st;oclt level for 14 ROK 
divisions, to be held in U.S. depots until 
hostllities st.a.rt. This 8l'I\Ount needed tor 
i-esuµpl.y until production received fi•om new 
01·dors. 

Constructfo1.-i jn Korea. 

6o 0 

17 

25 50 

52 0 

68 20 

3 l2 

237 0 

1.53' 75 

2 

20 

10 59 

20 50 

lO 42 

44 . 44 

l. 

50 l.87 

30 l.80 



I 
J·. 

l 

~ 

16. ~ciuippin°" ROK: L:l.f£ht l)ivision 

.This Division is promised by Korea for 
dE'ployment to South VietnBln. Procurement 
is needed to round out its equipuent, tor 
deployment early in FY l999. Opera.tio11s 
futtds arc in 1-Y l.969 bud.get_. 

17. Equi.ppir:;g THAI Light l)ivision 

Situil.&.r need to ROK Light Division. 

18, ARVN F,quipment Moderni.~at:lon 

Add 1ua.chi.Qe guns, trucks, grenade launchers, 
inortars, and howitr.ers. 

19. JffiVN Ad<U.tional ~Arumunttion 

j>lovidij for additiona~. conswnption of. 
· 10, JNU HE rounds. 

20. Re~earch and Developrz1ent 

Total. Pru.dent Actions 

t,oss amounts provided by reprosramraing 

Total 

. 1 

NOA 
1968 1262 

68 . 34 

3l 0 

200. 0 

~,371 1,1.41 

76 .. , 0 

1,6o)i 1,141 

ASD(C) 
l.9Me.l'60 

3 

Exp 
1966 12.§2 

20 6o 

lO 39 

100 lOO 

740 2,04o 

0 0 ---
74o 2,040 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

jY 
WASHI.N~TOK 

SSOREqt/NODIS Wednesday, March 20, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a capsule version of Bunker's 44th weekly report: 

A. General 

-- Allied forces are gaining the initiative. 
-- Bunker cites 13 examples of Thieu's substantial decision-making since 

Tet offensive. 

B. Political 

-- Thieu deplores corruption in address to student province chiefs. 
- - GVN Information Dir.ector wants joint effort with US to coordinate 

psychological operations. 
- - GVN responding to widely felt need for civil defense. 
- - Don Front moves into rice roots organization. 
- - SVN labor leader released - probably at intervention of Irvin Brown. 
- - GVN Congress conducts hearings on censorship. 
-- In the prov~nces, the enemy still interdicts, recruits and propagandizes. 
- - Hue !3 provincial administration is still weak. 

C. Pacification 

-- Reports now in from all provinces show not nearly as much damage as 
we thought or the press still reports. 

- - Severe setbacks in 19 provinces; moderate in 17; little or none in 6 • . 
-- Best shape is II Corps; IV Corps is the worst. 
-- Massive relief and recovery problems remain, but the emergency is over. 
-- We will mow the problems of Tet offensive have been overcome when 

the economy is back to pre-Tet conditions. 

D. Military 

-- MACV's assessment ·of the RVNAF shows the effects of Tet offensive less 
serious than thought. 

-- ARVN's overall performance was very good. 
- - RF /PF was better than most expected. 
-- Enemy is being forced away from urban areas; large arms caches have · 

been found. 
-- Operation QUYET THANG signifies the RVNAFLs reasser-tion o: leade_r_ship! 

E. Economic 

The Retail Price Index dropped 2% from last week. 
There has been no rush into gold. · 
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Wednesday, March 20, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT -FROM BUNKER (Saigon 22579) 

Her~with my forty-fourth weekly message: 

A. General 

During the past week, U.S. and Government of Vietnam forces have increasingly 
assumed the initiative. At the same time, there has been a corresponding decline 
in enemy activity. In all Corps areas, enemy harassment by mortaring and 
rocketing has continued but on a reduced scale. In the major US/Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam combined sweep from Saigon outward, no contact has been 
made with any large enemy forces; in withdrawing he has evidently split up his 
forces into smaller units for protection and to minimize losses. It is interesting 
that numerous large caches of arms and ammunition have been uncovered, which 
at first sight appeared to have been abandoned. Thieu said to me yesterday, 
however, that these had not been•abandoned, but had been hidden by the enemy to 
be picked up when he returned for a second major, all-out effort which, as I_ have 
reported, Thieu believes will come during the spring-swnmer months. 

In the crucial Fourth Corps area of the Delta, General Thang 1 s performance is 
instilling new hope and encouragement. He has mounted extensive offensive 
operations and while these have resulted generally in small contacts with the enemy, 
they have given evidence of new vigor and determination. The situation in the Delta, 
however, is still far from satisfactory. The enemy is still able to attack and inter­
dict lines of communications with the result that road and waterway traffic is much 
below pre-Tet levels. Security in the countryside is unsatisfactory, The Viet 
Cong continue efforts at recruitment or forced impressment and propaganda. This 
had led to a feeling of apprehension and uncertainty among the people and, together 
with road interdiction, has affected the economy of the area. · Rice deliveries have 
fallen to a low level and prices have been falling. The Government has taken 
measures to counter this situation and has organized wate:r; transport to bring 
supplies to the area and to move rice to Saigon. The Government of Vietnam is 
moving actively to meet these and other problems in the area, Thieu himself 
giving them much of his personal attention. 

While ~tis true that I have kept prodding Thieu to action and making suggestions to 
him, I think it only fair to him to say that he has increasingly shown initiative in 
dealing with the problems the Government of Vietnam is facing and in making 
decisions. He has expressed to me dis satisfaction with the functioning of many 
elements of the Government and is taking steps to remedy them. He has, for 
example, taken direct responsibility for the Central Recovery Committee; he will 
also chair the Committee on the Reform of the Civil Service, and on economic 
development and planning, and invest both with authority they have not heretofore 
possessed. In fact, if one reviews the number and the importance of the decisions 
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and actions taken by Thieu or at his direction since the Tet offensive, one must 
conclude, I think, that these are substantial: 

1. Immediate problems caused by the-destruction of the Tet offensive have 
been met, food and shelter provided for some 600, 000 refugees, medical assistance 
given to the wounded, money and building supplies issued to the victims throughout 
the country to repair and rebuild their homes, and major reconstruction projects 
started in Saigon and Hue. 

2. The decision has been taken to increase the Vietnamese Armed Forces by 
125, 000 men. The drafting of 18 and 19 year old age groups is being speeded up, and 
veterans aged 18 to 33 with less than five years of service will be recalled to duty. 
Military training programs have been started for students and civil servants and 
·stern measures taken against draft dodgers. 

3. The organization of civil defense units in cities, villages, and hamlets has 
begun throughout the nation. More than 26, 000 volunteers have come forward to be 
trained for civil defense tasks, and the number is constantly increasing. 

4. Strict orders have been issued and repeated for the closing of bars, cabarets, 
and dance halls throughout the country. 

5. At the direction of the President, the Prime Minister has issued a ban on 
luxury construction so that resources will be channeled to the emergency building of 
homes for the war victims. 

6. Thieu has ordered an aggressive movement of Vietnamese forces into the 
countryside, and is also taking steps to press forward with the Revolutionary 
Development program. He outlined to me yesterday steps 'he is taking to simplify, 
make more effective, and enlarge the program. 

7. In the field of administration reform, a number of constructive steps have 
already been taken and more are in prospect. Henceforth the province chiefs will 
be directly responsible to the Central Goverranent. Thieu has told me that he 
personally will decide on their selection and take great care to try to secure the 
best individuals for these important positions, and that he intends to watch their 
performance closely. 

8. , He has also re-defined the functions and powers of the Goverranent delegates 
and the Corps commanders. Further clarification of these relationships is being 
worked out and will be made eff~ctive April 15; the areas of authority of the 
Goverranent delegates will be re-defined in order to strengthen their inspection 
function. I reported last week on the removal of six province chiefs and the 
appointment of eight new ones . . Thieu told me yesterday he will be making further 
changes among the pr_ovince chiefs __ during this month and still more on April 1, 
at the· conclusion of the training course .for province and district chiefs, which was 
opened March 1. 
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9: Thieu has also moved forward on the attack on corruption. Prime Minister 
Loe reported in his March 14 speech that 32 military men and eight civilian 
officials had recently been brought to trial for corruption; three of the offenders 
have received the death penalty. He reported that many other cases are being 
examined and that disciplinary measures had been taken against 34 lesser offenders. 
Punishment included dismissal, reduction in grade, and suspension for investigation. 
In fact, I think more has been done in the attack on corruption than is generally 
known. Some 138 province and district officials were removed for cause during 
1967. The number included six province chiefs, 55 district chiefs, 15 village and 
hamlet officials, 11 province deputies for security, and 21 province service chiefs. 
Of the total, 68 were removed for corruption, 40 for incompetence, and 30 for 
other reasons. 

10. Thieu has also ordered the Prime Minister to take stern measures against 
any officials who permit the sale of illegally acquired merchandise such as PX 
supplies, or relief supplies destined for the victims of the Tet attack. 

11. Thieu has also moved on other fronts. He is seeking the cooperation of 
the assembly and endeavoring to iµlprove his relations with the members by holding 
more frequent meetings with them. 

12. He has also sought the support, advice, and suggestions of all political 
groups. He has been meeting privately with the leaders of political, religious, 
and social groupings asking for their criticism as well as for their support. He 
told me yesterday that he is compiling a Council or Panel of advisers who will 
cooperate with him and act as individuals in an advisory capacity. 

· · 13. Thieu has also moved to improve the Government of Vietnam image with 
the foreign press. He has begun a series of lunches with correspondents, using 
names which we _have suggested to him. He plans to strengthen the Ministry of 
Information, rai~i.ng ff to:~Cabinet -level and appointing Tran Van An as Minister 
with Nguyen Ngoc Linh as his deputy. This should strengthen a situation where 
performance has left much to be desired. 

I shall be reporting in more detail on some of these matters later in the message. 
But I think there is here evidence of action and movement, perhaps more· than has 
been generally realized. This is not to say that there is any room for complacency. 
Berious problems confront us and much remains to be done. The situation in the 
countryside is dangerous, if not critical. But I also want to try to keep things in 
balance and in proper perspective. I think we-have ma.de .prqgres s, much has 
been and is being done, and elements of strength are apparent. 

B. Political 

I mentioned above the emphasis which the Government of Vietnam is now putting 
on the elimination of corruption and inefficiency. Thieu expressed the seriousness 
with which he views these reforms when he spoke to the opening session of the 

school for province chiefs on March 1. He said, "If we do not remedy our 
spirit and our behavior, we may lose our country--not because of military or 
political defeat, not because we lack 
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an adequate policy or line of action, not because we lack programs and means, but 
because of bribery and corruption. 11 Thieu called corruption a "national shame" 
and told the student province and district chiefs 11 only when the people know this 
national shame, are aware of this national shame, and are determined to remedy this 
national shame, will corruption and bribery be eliminated. " 

We have heard from Thieu's brother that the chances are good both Tran Van Houng 
and Ha True Ky will agree to serve as advisers to Thieu. If this materializes, 
having both of these senior political figures closely tied to the Government would 
tend to attract a good deal wider support, and we will do what we can to encourage 
the collaboration of such leaders. 

Also on the administrative side, I am encouraged to learn that the Director General 
for information and Press wants to establish a joint Government of Vietnam-US 
Committee to coordinate all psychological operations. The Government of Vietnam 
information effort since the Tet attacks has not been very impressive by all accounts. 
For this reason, among other, Thieu, as I have mentioned, has been considering 
the naming of a Minister of lnforI?lation, probably Tran Vai:i An. With more 
authority, more Presidential interest, and more direct cooperation with Joint 
US Public Affairs Office, I hope that the information effort can be .made more 
effective in the near future. This is particularly important now because of the 
enemy's increased drive to propagandize the rural population. 

The natural desire of the Vietnamese to strike back at North Vietnam in the wake of 
the Tet attacks has taken some widesirable forms, as for example the initiatives 
for a formal declaration of war and the formation of a "March to the North Army." 
More positive and more practical is the response to the widely felt need for civil 
defense. The Government has not given a very clear lead on this effort, apparently 
in part because of competing plans and personal rivalries for control of the effort. 
Nevertheless, at latest report, 27 provinces and two cities have formed civil defense 
units with a total membership of 26,417. Of these, 6, 136 are armed. 

If these efforts can be drawn together and controlled so as to form the civil defense 
groups into effective auxiliaries for the regular security forces, I believe,.they 
can make a most valuable contribution to both security and intelligence. This is 
particularly true in the urban areas. It was this reason that I encouraged Thieu 
to consider appointing Ky as the head of a nationwide civil defense drive and he has 
now spoken to him about it. The attraction of the "March to the North Army" - -
the wish to do something concrete against the enemy--can and should be transferred 
to the war in the south and thus to the civil defense effort. 

Tran Van Don is apparently going ahead with his efforts to extend his front 
organization into the provinces and districts of the nation. A Quang Tri provincial 
organization is reportedly in process of being set up by the Quang Tri delegates to 
the Front's March 10 Congress in Saigon. Don and a delegation of Front leaders 
went to Hue March 15 where Don addressed the people over radio Hue. He expresses 
his sympathy for the victims of the Tet attacks and explained the objectives of the 
Front. We understand that there is also a possibility of the locally formed and 
independent Danang anti-Communist political Front merging with the Don Front. 
At this time, however, we have no other reports which would indicate Front 
activity at the rice roots. 
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Thieu told me March 15 that Don had been to see him to report the results of 
his March 10 convention. Thieu said he had encouraged Don to continue his 
efforts to attract political groups, and he offered his own support if Don's 
efforts succeeded. Don also told us of his meeting with Thieu, and he mentioned 
Thieu's offer of help. According to ' Don, .he got a similar offer from Ky, to whom 
he also reported the results of his convention. 

In discussing the Don and Tran Van An Fronts with me, Thieu remarked that he 
has no Front organized by or for himself. I take it from all this that Thieu intends 
to allow Nguyen Van Huong, Tran Van An, and Tran Van Don all to go ahead 
without any clear signal from him about his ultimate support. As it is quite 
unclear how successful any of the three can be in putting together a viable political 
organization, this is perhaps the most prudent course, though not perhaps the best 
way to capitalize on the popular feelings about the need for unity following the Tet 
attacks. I am encouraged in any ~vent to observe that Thieu and Don are seeing 
one another with some regularity, with Thieu being willing to help Don if the Front 
seems to offer a real means for uniting the people. 

Probably in part as a result of the intervention of Irvin Brown, Vietnamese labor 
union leader Vo Van Tai was released from jail March 15. Tai has told us that he 
was questioned closely by the police about several strikes in which he was involved,­
apparently in the belief that the strikes were in part instigated by the Viet Cong. 
Tai believes that he may in fact have been in some danger of capture or assassination 
by the Viet Cong, but he does not think that his imprisonment was motivated primarily 
by that consideration. In any event he has been released, and this move, while long 
overdue, should serve to improve relations between the labor union and the 
Government of Vietnam. 

Noteworthy in_As.s_embly ~evelppm.ents_ this week were committee hearings on press 
censorship and the· formation of a Lower House opposition Bloc. On March 16 the 
Senate Committee on Information and Foreign Affairs held an open hearing at which 
press representatives were invited to express their views on censorship. Some 25 
to 3_0 publishers, editors, and reporters appeared, and the predictable consensus 
was strongly in favor of abolishing censorship . 

. _O:r;i _March 19 the Director General of Information, Nguyen Ngoc Linh, appeared 
before the Senate· Information C9mmittee. Linh said the Government also favors 
dropping censorship, but noted the danger·s to national security if the press is 
completely uncontrolled, Linh also said that he is submitting a d~ft press law 
to the Prime Minister. (The Lower House reportedly has a draft press law of 
its own under study.) Lower House Chairman Luong told embassy officers recently 
that the press law has a very high priority, while the Chairman of the Senate 
Information Committee told reporters that the press law will be on the Senate 
agenda for the regular session beginning April 1. It thus appears likely that the 
Assembly will complete a press law even before turning to legislation to set up 
such Government bodies as the Supreme Court. 
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In the Lower House Deputy Ly Qui Chung has formed a People's Bloc of 17 
deputies, ten of whom were in the past associated with the Buddhist 11 struggle11 

movement. Given the predominance of these 11 militant Buddhists" in the Bloc, 
we rather expect the Bloc to play the· role of militant opposition. {It was this group 
which pressed unsuccessfully for a discussion of non-confidence in the Government 
after House leaders had used their influence to keep the question off the Agenda.) 
However, Bloc leader Ly Qui Chung is in general a responsible as well as a very 
able young politician, and he claims that he intends to moderate the . politics of 
the Buddhist Deputies. He has told us that he thinks this can be more easily 
·accomplished by including them in a Bloc than by isolating them. 

Provincial situation. As I noted in the General section, the enemy continues to 
concentrate on the rural areas. He appears to avoid major contact, with the 
exception of the Khe Sanh battlefield, while seeking to pose a contfouing threat 
against the cities. Much activity is focused on recruiting and propaganda, with 
the dual aim of making up the Tet losses and capitalizing on the psychological impact 
of the Tet offensive. 

Typical of many reports is the account of an Embassy officer who recently spent 
several days in theKey Delta Province of Dinh Tuong, he found that the enemy is 
harassing and attacking outposts, cutting roads, engaging in forcible recruiting, 
trying to persuade people to return to Viet Cong areas, and actively spreading 
propaganda about coalition Government. In the province capital of My Tho, fear of 
another attack is subsiding. Recent offensive actions by both Government of Vietnam 
and US forces plus the appointment of General Thang as Corps -Commander has 
given morale a lift there. Nevertheless the enemy still moves freely in the 
countryside at night, and the people have little confidence in the Government of 
Vietnam. 

In Hue the provincial administration is reportedly still weak, both because of the 
officials killed and wounded by the . Tet attacks and because the recent removal of 
the province chief has made other officials fearful of losing their jobs. 

Chieu Hoi rates remain quite low, with 160 reported this week and 113 las_t week. 
Probably one of the reasons for the continued low rate is the intensity of enemy 
activity in the countryside. Most defecters came in from the rural areas in the 
past, and in those areas allied forces have not yet gone on the offensive sufficiently 
to generate a renewed flow of Chieu Hoi. 

C. Pacification 

We now have a better feel of the pacification situation, Reports are in from all 
province senior advisors, preliminary runs of hamlet evaluation system are 
available, a new evaluation system to report on 5, 000 odd Regional Force/ 
Popular Force units has been instituted, experienced evaluators {many Vietnamese 
speaking) have been out to all important provinces, and Bob Komer and his top 
staff have visited most of them also. 
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Their major conclusion is that there is not nearly as much damage to 
pacification as we earlier feared and press is still reporting. Pacification is 
far from dead. The big problem is not loss of physical assets--roughly 85-90 
percent of our Regional Force/Popular Force Revolutionary Development teams, 
outposts, etc. are still intact. Rather the key problem is one of defensive­
mindedness. South Vietnamese Army forces and US advisors alike are recovering 
only gradually from the shock effect of the Tet offensive. As a result they are 
only slowly pushing back into the rural areas which were lost. 

We are convipced.:.that in many cases the Viet Cong have not yet fully taken over 
· thos·e -a~eas of '.tl\_e countryside where our presence was withdrawn. They them-. 
selves withdrew and upgraded many guerillas for their attack on the cities. A 
vacuum was thus created when both sides withdrew forces from the countryside, 
The enemy has since taken heavy post-Tet losses which further limit his capability 
to fill the rural vacuum quickly. 

But he is increasingly trying to do so, and is in fact gathering recruits and rice 
as well. We must get our local forces back out into the hamlets to cope with him, which 
means overcoming the defensive-mindedness of Government of Vietnam pacification 
forces in the field. 

Briefly our assessment of pacification shows severe (3-6 months) setback in 19 
provinces (11 of them among our 26 priority provinces for 1968), moderate setback 
(1-2 months) in 17, and little or no setback in 6. Regional Force/Popular Force 

. losses (killed in action, missing in action or deserted) were 6, 583 nationwide--
just 2 percent. Out of some 5_, 000 outposts countrywide, only 477 were lost- -377 .of 
these in Four'th Corps. Revolutionary Development Cadre strength is actually 
greater (29, 377) now than before Tet (29, 161) as a result of 2, 000 Cadre graduating 
from Yung Tau. More than 383 Revolutionary Development teams out of 564 are 
working in as signed hamlets. In at least 12 provinces, attack agains_t Viet Cong 
infrastructure is going well. For example, . in Khanh Hoa, 109 Key -Cadre have been 
eliminated since the Tet offensive. But the anti-infrastructure drive is unimpressive 
as yet in 24 provinces, so we are working on these. Police strength in the provinces 
declined from 9, 150 to 5, 561 (loss of 589 due to relocation to major cities, 
casualties, and unauthorized absences). 

The overall pacification situation looks best in Second Corps and worst in Fourth 
Corps. Kome1· is focusing on Fourth Corps,- both because of the poor situation 
and because of the fact that it is our top 1968 priority. So far, General Thang has 
been making correct moves in Fourth Corps, but hasn't yet been able to activate 
the entire Government of .Vietnam structure. Some South Vietnamese battalions have 
not responded to orders to take the offensive; Regular Force/Popular Force units . 
haven't gotten the word. Nevertheless the downtrend has been halted, initiative 
has been taken from the enemy in half the provinces, and friendly morale is much 
improved. 

Readjustment of pacification priorities. Because the critical need is to reassert a 
Government of Vietnam presence fn the countryside as fast as possible, we are 
seeking quick-fix solutions which can produce high impact in the critical three to 
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six nionths ahead. Slow, painstaking work by Revolutionary Development teams in 
hamlets as they seek through 98 tasks to accomplish everything from elimination of 
Viet Cong infrastructure to eradication of illiteracy simply cannot be afforded. 
Komer and I impressed this point on Thieu-in our talk Saturday . . He indicated 
general agreement, and yesterday outlined to me in general terms his ideas for 
simplifrcations and speeding up the process, which coincide generally with ours. 

Since then we have outlined our thoughts on how to move much :m~re quickly in 
pacification as part of an overall counter-offensive. Instead of a 59-man team 
moving into one hamlet for six months, perhaps 30 to 40-man half-teams should 
show the Government of Vietnam flag by rotating through 6-12 hamlets in the same 
period. Security, psywar, self-defense and anti-Viet Cong activities would be 
stressed. Developmental activities, construction of schools, training village health 
workers, etc. --could be resumed later . 

. Better local officials. Since upgrading officials is high on our priority list, we are -·­
glad to see signs of improvement already in the eight provinces where Thieu 
appointed new province chiefs ten days ago one advisor remarked that his new chief 
is quite different- -aggressive, not defensive; willing to act rather than sc,..red to 
make decisions; interested in people's welfare instead of wedded to bureaucratic 
procedures. As I have mentioned, Thieu says he is ready to move on several more 
poor province chiefs this month. This housecleaning in wake of Tet offensive is 
a distinct plus. 

Recovery program. While we still face massive reliEf and recovery problems, we 
think the initial emergency period is over. Essential utilities are functioning. 
Food is no problem. Danger of epidemics is low. Perhaps one-third to one-half 
the 600, 000 plus evacuees have gone home or have been absorbed by moving -in with 
friends and relatives; the remainder are being cared for adequately (as measured 
by usual Government of Vietnam standards). Many roads and waterways are 
physically open, though poor security is still greatly limiting commercial traffic. 
Schools are either open or will open by April 1. Curfews are confined to hours of 
darkness. 

But the longer term recovery job has just begun. Evacuee resettlement is just 
starting, urban rebuilding hasn't gotten past the planning stage, the economy is 
practically stagnant, and the psychological climate is improving only slowly. We 
have set before the Government of Vietnam and ourselves several high priority tasks: 
(1) Keep roads and waterways open and provide a climate of security which will 
encourage people to use them; (2) Resettle the 80-100, 000 families whose homes 
have been destroyed or severely damaged; and (3) Revive the economy fastest. 

Route 4 is our biggest single pr~blem. It ties the entire Delta to Saigon. At low 
cost to themselves, Viet Cong are damaging Route 4 faster than we at great cost 
are able to repair it. US Army engineers estimate that unless Route 4 is repaired 
and sealed with asphalt surface by the start of the rainy season one month from now, 
it will deteriorate to_ the point wher~ it wil_l be unusable for heavy military and 
comn{ercial traffic. MACV has made securing and upgrading Route 4 a high 
military priority. Fourth Co:tps is running several major military operations to 
force large Viet Cong units away from the road. Local security along the road 
is being beefed up, and several new innovations are being tried out. Other key 
roads are getting similar but less intensive treatment. 
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Pay'nlent of resettlement allowances (piasters, roofing, and cement) started in Hue 
this week. In the Second Corps, many provinces have already resettled significant 
portions of families who lost their homes. Resettlement has gotten underway in 
the Third Corps. But in the Fourth Corps, the combination of greater damage, 
shortage of supplies, and inactive provincial administrations has resulted in much 
slower improvement. With the_ approaching rainy season in the Third and Fourth 
Corps, much fast~r_ pr_ogress is essential. 

On the final priority of restoring the economy. We are attacking on a broad front. 
Opening roads is one essential. Restoring confidence of the business community is 
another. We are pressing the central committee daily for relaxation of controls. 
We are looking at such proposals as war risk insurance or low interest loans to 
encourage truck and barge contractors to:-accept greater risks. Getting rice moving 
from the Delta to Saigon has our attention. I feel we will know that problems 
created by the Tet offensive are over when we see that the economy is back to its 
pre-Tet condition. 

D. Military 

General Westmoreland has given me a report of the countrywide assessment of_the 
status of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces as of February 29, which has been 
compiled by the Military Assistance Command in Vietnam staff. This is an 
interesting and valuable updating of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces today. 
Salient points of the assessment are the following: 

1. Personnel Status: 

a. From all reports the Tet offensive had less serious effect on the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces personnel situation than was initially 
anticipated. Most units report that personnel actions as a result of the Tet 
offensive have not seriously degraded their operational capability. There are some 
exceptions as will be noted. There are shortages of officers, NCO' s, and 
specialists. This condition existed prior to the Tet attacks and still remain 
absent from their units; however, a significant number of these are reporting 
back. Morale and esprit of the regular soldiers, sailors, and airmen are 
good and, in fact, seem to be higher than before the Tet offensive began. 

b. Mobilization measures established by the Government to compensa.te 
for losses and to increase the force level show promising results. 

c. Due to incomplete reports, _it has not been possible to make a complete 
assessment of the impact the Tet attacks had on the personnel situation in 
the Regional and Popular Force units. Reports received indicate that Regional 
and Popular Force units in the Fourth Corps sustained heavy losses. Five 
provinces in the Fourth Corps report a severe degradation of capability. 
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Z. Operational Status: 

a. Army of the Republic o:f Vietnam. The overall performance of Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam forces during the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army 
Tet offensive was very good. Of the 149 Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
maneuver battalions, advisors cite units encompassing 42 battalions as having per­
formed exceptionally well, while only eight battalions we.re listed as h_aving 
performed poorly. The following is a summary of the status of the Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam, highlighting the problem areas: 

1. Since blunting the enemy Tet offensive, the First Corps has worked 
toward restoring the combat effectiveness of all units ·by effecting replacements 
and refitting those units which sustained losses, with the priority of effort going· 
to the First Division and the First Ranger Group. The training of replacement 
personnel is being expedited. Replacing company grade officers and key NCO'~ 
will require some time. The shortage of vehicular transport, barrier materials 
and some items of ammunition will continue to have an effect on the overall 
program. I£ replacements and equipment materiaiize as programmed, it is 
estimated that the First Corp"s units will have regained their pre-Tet operational 
status by April 1, 1968, with the possible exception of the First Division. 

2. Within the Second Corps, only the 11th and 23rd Ranger Battalions 
suffered losses during the reporting period which significantly reduced their 
combat capabilities. 

3. In the Third Corps, two divisions and the capital military district have 
· battalions that presently are rated less than satisfactory in operational capability. 
Steps are being taken to elevate their combat effectiveness. In the main, the 
factor most degrading unit combat effe·ctiveness is present for operations 
strength. However, adequate replacements are programmed and many absentees 
who were on Tet leave are returning to their units. 

4. Within the Fourth Corps, the Corps troop units and the 7th Infantry 
Divisions are rated combat effective. Though the 9th and 21st Infantry Divisions 
are also considered satisfactory in the overall assessment, there are some 
significant weaknesses. Ninth Division units are generally understrength and two 
of its regiments are considered marginally effective for combat. The 21st 
Division remains capable of conducting combat operations though not at the 
strength or level of effectiveness that existed prior to Tet. A period of four to 
six weeks is estimated to be required before former strength can be achieved. 

5. Though still a potent strike force, the Airborne Division combat 
effectiveness has been degraded significantly as a result of the loss of key 
officers and NCO' s and general combat attrition. The overall present for 
operations strength of the division is inadequate. Approximately 35 percent of fue m­
liste:l ~nin the Airborne Battalions are replacements that were assigned during 
the V:.et Cong/North Vietnamese Army Tet offensive without h:aining. The Joint 
General Staff has assigned the highest priority to rehabilitating the Airborne 
Division. 
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b. Regional/Popular Forces 

l. During the Tet offensive, Regional and Popular Force unit performance 
was generally better than expected by most advisors. There were many instances 
of outstanding action against the enemy as well as several cases of defection on 
the parts of individual Regional and Popular Force soldiers or small groups. 
Although in the Fourth Corps some watchtowers and outposts were abandoned 
without significant contact with the enemy, in the majority of contacts throughout 
the country the Regional and Popular Force units stood and· fought. 

2. A degradation of ·Regional and Popular Force capability and the support 
capability of the province was r~ported in 20 of 44 provinces. The advisors 
estimate of this degradation is based upon casualties, weapons lost and destroyed, 
facilities destroyed, logistics requirerre nts, and a three- to six-month recovery 
time. 

3. As of February 29, there were 96 Regional Force companies and 388 
Popular Force platoons with changes in mission and/or location as a result of 
the Tet offensive in the Secono., Third and Fourth_ Col'ps .. To reestablish these 
units to pre-Tet location and mission will require, as a minimum, reconnaissance­
in-force operations to develop the local situation. Many larger scale operations 
will be required by the Army of the Republic of Vietnam and Regional Force 
units before the Popular Force platoons can be relocated in their assigned 
pacification areas. 

4. The upgrading of Regional and Popular Force weapons is recommended by 
alnlost all advisors as an urgent requirement. Action is being taken by Military 
Assistance Command in Vietnam and Joint General Staff to accomplish this at 
the earliest possible time. 

5. It is estimated that replacement of personnel losses could be accomplished 
by May in the First Corps, and by August in the remaining three Corps. Plans 
call for accomplishing the majority of recruiting and new unit training by June 30, 
and for emphasizing refresher training in the last six months of the calendar year. 

6. The availability of supplies, in particular, construction and barrier 
materials, is a limiting factor in the capability of Regional. · and Popular Force 
units. Associated with this is the limitation on vehicle travel and shortage of 
air .transport in support of Regional and Popular· Force units. 

c. The overall Navy combat effectiveness is considered excellent. The enemy's 
attacks stimulated naval units to assume a high degree of readiness. In the face of 
increased operational commitments, no deleterious effects on fleet readiness were 
noted. The Navy met and exceeded operational commitments placed on it. 

d. The Marine Brigade combat capability is considered highly efiective. Though 
significant numbers of casualties were suffered, the "personnel pipeline" proved 
adequate to maintain combat capability. 

-SEGRK'I' /NODIS 
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3°. Training Base Status: 

The primary impact of the Viet Cong/N'>rth Vietnamese Army Tet offensive on the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces training base was the temporary cessation of 
training for varying periods of time. On February 11, Central Training Command/ 
Joint General Staff directed that all training activities resume immediately unless 
prevented by tactical considerations. By March 18, training had all but returned 
to normal. Due to the increased input of personnel, division training centers are 
now assigned the mission of conducting Army of the Republic of Vietnam and 
Regional Force recruit training -- modifications to programs of instruction have 
been made and reprogramming has been accomplished to insure a continuous flow 
of trained personnel. Under current conditions, the Republic of Vfotnam Armed 
Forces training base can accomplish the t,.raining programmed for calendar year '68. 

4. Logistics Status: 

The Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces logistics system generally performed in a 
creditable manner during the Tet offensive. In the majority of cases, equipment 
and supplies we re available when required to support combat operations. Many 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces logistical units, particularly in the First Corps, 
Second Corps and in the Saigon area, performed in a manner meriting recognition 
by higher authority. Within the Fourth Corps, emergency resupply to using units 
has been a severe problem due to the introduction of surface lines of communication,, , 
and the lack of sufficient transport aircraft to take up the slack. Shortages of 
barrier materials, petroleum products and certain types of ammunition were indicated 
country-wide. However, resupply from Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces base 
and field depots, and in-country U. S. sources have reduced the impact of these 
shortages. Expedited supply action on certain critical items has been requested from 
the Continental U.S. to reestablish a satisfactory overall supply posture within the 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces. 

5. Com.."nunications- Electronics Status: 

a. Army of the Republic of Vietnam long distance fixed area radio communications 
were virtually unaffected by the recent Tet offensive. Local cable and wire communi­
cations suffered most heavily. Several courses of action which will require material 
have been initiated to minimize future damage of this nature. Under investigation is 
the programming of microwave radio relay equipment for alternate route use in 
interconnecting dial central offices. Underground burial of multipair cable is being 
considered for installation in populated areas. Communications of immediate 
interest to tactical commanders, division and lower, suffered overall country-wide 
losses of less than five percent. These losses are not uniformly distributed through 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, but are concentrated in units most heavily 
engaged. Losses of organic radio equipment have not contributed to the deg!adation 
of combat operations. 

b. The Vietnamese Navy capability to conduct sustained operations was not 
_impaired by the Tet offensive or the post-Tet attacks . 

. __ "'3-CBET /NODIS . 
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c. The Vietnamese Air Force operational capabilities remained intact through­
out the Tet offensive. The destruction of the storage facility at Bien Hoa has not 
affected communications. Sufficient quantities of components are or. hand to meet 
present requirerre nts. 

6. On-Going Operations; Discovery of Caches: 

The most tangible indicators of progress are the continuing toll of Communist 
casualties, the reduction of enemy initiated attacks and the number and size of 
enemy caches that have been uncovered. 

The initial requirement, to drive the enemy from the cities, has been fulfilled. 
The enemy has continued attempts to maintain pressure on urban areas throughout 
the country, but he has been unable to do so in many areas largely due to the press 
of friendly operations. In the Saigon area, the enemy is being progressively forced 
back from the capital perimeter and denser population areas. The Fourth Corps 
continues to present a singular situation, marked by shelling of urban areas .and 
key :facilities, and by scattered small scale attacks. 

As indieated above, the Communist combat units are gone from the cities. The pres­
ent requirement is to displace the enemy from the populous rural areas around the 
cities. For this purpose, the allied forces have moved increasingly into the country­
side since the first of the month. Each area is being handled as an individual case, 
according to the :requi r~~e_nts of. the situation. Enemy initiatives have largely been 
suppressed. While an attack on the scale of the Tet offensive is unlikely, we do not 
completely discount his remaining capability and possible designs for renewed effort 
in this vein. Our task now is to ferret out and destroy a dispersed and evading 
enemy, within the limits of available assets. Steady, heavy attrition continues to 
·deny enemy First Corps units the massing capability necessary for major success. 
Upgrading of Route 9 east of Ca Lu has commenced. Reconnaissance and s~rilc~ 
operations against Route 54 7 and A Shau continues. Thinly spread allied forces in 
the Second Corps··ha-v~ effectively frustrated enemy efforts throughout that sprawling 
territory. 

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces leadership has markedly reasserted itself in 
the past few weeks; and we now have a truly combined and comprehensive operation 
in progress in the capital military district and four surrounding provinces. Major 
elements of three divisions, together with two Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
Divisions, Vietnam Airborne, Marine and Ranger units, and the national police are 
engaged in a fully integrated offensive under a common operation plan in a thorough, 
methodical and sustained effort to eliminate all enemy positions, havens and 
organized forces in this extended area. Quyet Thang (resolve to win) is an appropri­
ate name for this unprecedented undertaking. General Thang, newly appointed 
Fourth Corps commander, has similarly initiated an imaginative corps-wide offen­
sive to restore the situation and public confidence by showing the flag and forcing 
the organized enemy units to stress survival over attack. Keeping the individual 
sappers off of Route 4 remains a problem. A major portion of the U. S~ 9th Infantry 
Divi_sion has_ been assigned to the Fourth Corps to support General Thang in that 

· operation. 
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A most significant consequence qf our counter offensive has been the discovery of 
large and numerous. arms _ caches. The terrain in and around Gia Dinh Province 
alone has yield~~;nearly~one ·hundred 122MM rockets, 1900 mortar rounds, and 
~6.0 repeating rounds to allied search operations during the past -eleven days. 
Circumstances of these finds indicate rather clearly that some of the arms have 
been abandoned by an enemy under pressure from Operation Quyet Thang. 

E. Economic 

The Retail Price Index feil Z i>ercent from the level of last week. The main cause 
was a decline in prices of pork, shrimp, duck eggs and milk~ According to market 
sources, the demand for many protein foods is well below pre-Tet levels, and 
purchasing patterns have moved, in general, to less expensive protein foods. 

The announced changes in the operation of the London gold pool have produced little 
visible response in the Saigon gold or U. S. dollar markets. While the price edged 
up slightly, there was no indication of any rush into gold. The National Bank of 
Vietnam has informed us that they will refrain from selling gold to private holders. 
Their previous commitment to sell gold at a fixed price has placed an effective lid 
on the free market gold price which now will move freely. Since the Saigon market 
is primarily supplied from Hong Kong and Laos which, in turn, buy gold on the 
London market, we will have to wait until the London market opens on April 1 to 
see what the world free market prices will be and its effect on the Laotian and 
Hong Kong n.1.arkets. 

SECR~'I' ,4NODIS 



Wedneaday, March 20, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your LlUICb.eon for Former Chaacellor L1aclwil Erhard 
Th11r•day, March Zl, 1:00 p. m. 

You laat met Erhard at your luncheon for him on July 11, 1967. He · 
haa J••t finiahed a month-lo111 tolll' of Mexico, Guatemala, Saa Salvador, 
Ve11ea11ela and Colombia. where he cli•cuaed ec:oaomic cleYelopmeat 
•trate1y with Government and buine•• leader■• 

Erhard remain• a member-.of the Buade•t&I and the 1overmna body 
·of hi• party. Your willba1.11••• to receive hlm alnce he left office ha• 
favorably lmpreaaed the German people. 

Di•cua•ion Topic• 

Balance of P&Jm!Dta -- You may wl•h to aak Erhard for hia viewa on: 

the re ■ult■ of the Gold Pool meetin1; 

the pro■pect for a hi1her economic 1rowth rate in Germany; 

Germaay• • lead iD 1•ttin1 the Common Market to apeed up 
Ke-•dy Round cut• a■ a aen•ible balance of payment• acUon 
l,y ■vpl11a couatriea. 
The critical importance of the Stockholm meeting next week to activate 

Future of Europe the IMF Special Drawing Rights. 

You may wiah to reiterate our continued ■upport of Atlantic 
cooperation, NATO and improved Eaat-Weat relationa. A•lt 
Erhard about the future developmient of Germaay• • Eaatern 
policy and the outlook for Franco-German reationa. 

!iE.!. 

The Germana are q\lieting down on the NPT. ,!! Erhard rabe■ 
the •ubject, you can aaaure him the draft treaty and aecurity 
aaaurancea will meet German concern• about Euratom. nu.clear 
blackmail and Germaay'• commercial development of nuclear 
energy. 

W. W. Ro■tow 



VIA CAS CHANNE CQNFIDEN'f'lAb/EYES O: ..farch 20, 1961 
LY 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

TO AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND GENERAL WESTMOlUCLAND 

I have called the Pre•ldent'a attention to the adYaace text of Tlaleu•• 

•pe•ch of toclay. 

The Pr••lct.nt naard• it of the M1heat, . repeat hlahe•t, lmpol"tallce 
from Sai_gon in US media 

that yft make a maxlO'Rlm effort t• pt f•ll and fair nponlll8/of wtiat 

that •pe•cb contai ... 

A epectal backpoaader on U appear• called for, empbaalatna aot 

merely what be pl"Omln• to do kt what he baa la fact already doae. 

Pl•••• pye thla your peraoaal, ar1•• attention. 

''' 

DF.Ci ~:,~; ~[1) 

E.0. 1235".i, Se~·- .5A(b} 
\Xrh.:c,: 1] :_-.,:: C:l. '.-.{:._'..i'l~, fr!J . 24, 1983 

r, ,.,~ - · NiRA, Datt ~-/?~ 



~NnDEN'l'lAL Tue1day, March 19, 1968 -(.o '-fSf/1'! 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Propo■ed P. L. 480 Protram for the Ryukyu l■land• 

Attached l• a Zwick-Oawi-Freeman recommendation that you 
authorise neaotlation. for a $5-60, 000 P. L. 480 wheat ■ale with the 
Ryukyu bland■• llepayrnent would be in dollar■ over twenty year•. 
State, Treaaury, Defen■e and Army concur. 

The ■ale would be conai■tent with our policy ol. developina the 
economy of the la land■• Previoua local currency application of 
P. L. 480 proceed• h&• contributed to •ianificant expanaion of live 
■tock, pow.try and related lnduatriea, and ln providiD1 new employ­
ment opportunitie■• 

For FY 1968, we are al■o providinl $1 Z millicn in 1rant 
aasiata.nce, chiefly for achool■, road■ and bo■pitala. 

l recommend that you authorise ne1otiationa. 

Attachment 

Approve _____ _ 

Di■approve ____ _ 

Call me ------
cc: Mr. Jorden 

AJ:mm 

W. W. Roatow 

Df Ci.AS.~1 :--•ED 
F. .O. 1235<: , Sc( . ·'. .4 ,b ) 

White H 1ll. l'ie Gwdd~K-', Feb. 24, 19S3 

Bv4,:--, N/JlA, Date. ·'1-t---f z_ 



-=CONFIOLNl IAL 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

W A SH I NGTO N 25, D .C . 

MBMOIANJ>llf POil TIii PIISIDINT 

Subject: Propoeed P. L. 480 Progra - ~'kyu bland• 

In the attached • .,randua, Orville Pre ... n and Bill Gaud re41ueat 
your authorisation to negotiate a fS40 1000 P. L. 480 vbeat ••1• 
with thf f!ttXY l1laml1. lapayaent 1• to be •d• ewer twenty 
year• in do lara. 

Thia wt 11 be the third P. L. 480 agr .... nt with the Ryukyu'• 
aince 1963. It would provide roughly 201 of the lalanda' annual 
wheat need1. Thia ••le 11 conalltent with our policy of develop• 
ilia the economy of the I1lancle. The local currency proceed• from 
the wheat aale will be uaed for loaa•tana loan• to the agricultural 
1ector. ror ff 1968, we are aleo providing $12.0 million in grant 
a1ai1tance prl•rily for 1choola, road• and hoapital1. 

I ncopencl that you 1uthori1• negotiatioy. 

Attachment 

Approve 

DilapprO'le 

lstgn&d)ffllarlee :r :-Zwick 
_ Charles J • Zw1' i 

- Director 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ - -

By . , NARA, Date S -/~-f ..!> 

~ CONFIDENTIAL 



To: The President MAR 8 1968 

Subject: Public Law 480 Program with Ryukyu Islands 

We recommend that you authorize us to negotiate with the Ryukyu Islands 
a PL 48o sale for approximately 8,000 tons wheat, for which the current 
export market value (including certain ocean transportation costs) is 
$:). 54 million. The proposed terms are payment in dollars over a 20 year 
period with interest at 5 percent per annum. Five percent of the saJ.es 
value is to be paid on deli very. The first payment is to be 20 percent 
of the principal and the balance is to be paid in -18 approximately 
equal annual installments. The Departments of State, Treasury, Defense 
and Army concur in this recommendation. 

Basis for Usual Marketing Requirement 

The usual marketing requirement of 30,000 tons is based on the 1963-67 
average of Ryukyu Islands' camnercial imports of wheat, taking into 
consideration an increasing trend. 

Meed for Program 

This proposed program is based on the Ryukyu Islands' wheat import 
requirements which have been steadily increasing over the past few years. 

Past application of the program has contributed to significant gains 
made in the development and expansion of the livestock, poultry and 
related industries and in providing new employment opportunities. 

The Ryukyu Islands desires to continue the program in order to inject _ 
tunds into the local econany necessary to assist in meeting the 
growing demand for long-term loan tunds. By financing the wheat in 
this proposal under PL 48o, savings will be realized in hard currency 
exchange, which would otherwise be diverted from the needed agricultural 
and economic development • 

. Self-Help Efforts 

In recent years with Government guidance and assistance, substantial 
agricultural progress has been made in the Ryukyu Islands. In 1966 
and 1967 all PL 480 funds were used for agricultural development, and 
although these funds have been successfully used in agricultural 
development we will seek to obtain the following ·self-help commitments: 

The Government of the Ryukyu Islands will un,dertake a compre­
hensive investigation of the present crop production and 
marketing system, and the economic and technological potential 
for future agricultural development in the Islands. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3A 
NLJ 9y-as2 

Bv~ . NARA, Date 'l)17/9'e,_ . 



CGNF\DEr~TIAL 
Such investigation will focus particularly on the best 
.means of increasing production or food and export crops, 
and recommend priority steps for agricultural improvement 
and the strenghtening of the overall. rural ~conomy. 

Militazx Expenditures Review 

. 2 

The 620(s) of the Foreign Assistance Act is not relevant to the case or 
the Ryukyu's because of the nature of its government and its 1ack 
of a military establishment. 

Recommende.tion 

That yo~ authorize us to proceed with this PL 48o sales agreement·, 
as described above. 1. • t ebrua:c1 ?,.6. 1968 

I~ ~,_'I . l-w.!/ ~ -

Jj di.. - /4t ··/' . '/_;,,•./ ... - ./ 
/ / V..U. '.... • . , I - ·· ,, 1:-L· - L---"" ,, ~ 

Administrator Secretary 
Agency for International Development Department of Agriculture 

Approve: _____________ _ 

Disapprove: --------------

CONFlDENTl Al: ✓ 



INJ"OltMA TION 

Taea-.y, Mardl 19. 1968 
,:21 p.m.. 

Ml'.. Pn•ldeat: 

ff JIN ha.Yea1l l'ead thla paa•&I• 
on latellectlaal• aad forelp policy. 
JOG may eaJor U. 

W • W • RNtcnr 

WWllostow:rla 



Eacerpt from 0 Amerlcaa Iatellectual• ancl .Forel1• PollcJ" 1'f 1:nbq Krlatol. 
FOREION AJ'FAlllS, J111J 1967, Vol. 45 No. 4, pa .. s596. 597 

No modera 11atloa ha• ever coaatnacted a forel1a poller that wa1 

acceptaltle to lt• latellectul■• TrM, at momtut.t• of aatloaal perll or 
aatloaal ealiatloa. latellechlal• wl11 feel the •am• patrlotlc emetioaa 
•• eYeryoae el••• aad wlll ■u•erllte •• ~tllutlaatlcallr to the common 
caue. Bwt th••• momeat■ pa••• the proc••• of 4l••••pm•at Nila•. 
&Ad lt ... u, doe• aot tab . loaa for dlH•aaemeat to eventuate la 
allenatlea. Pulk oplaloD poll• 1eaarally l'P'eal that the eYerwllelmlq 
majority of ol'lll.lluy cltluae, at any partlc.tar tlme. wlll be appn,Ylas 
of th.elr IOYe.....,_at•• forea,a poller, amoq latellectul•. till• majerlty 
tend• te be eJdmpy at Net. aJld wlll &.lt•atl-, aot exl•t at all. It la 
rea•Oll&ble to a,appoN that there l• an laatbactl'flt l»la• at work ben, 
laYOn.ble to aonrameat amoaa the commoa people, afavorule amoa.1 
the latellectaala. 

The blaa of the common ma.n l• eaay to uader•tand: he l• never mach 
lntereated la forel1• affalr•; hla patrlotle feelbaa• lnclbae lllm to favor ht■ 
own 1overameDt a1&1a•t the 1overmneat• of forel1•r•: and la ca••• of 
interaatloaal cODfllct, he 1• ready to aacrlflce b.l• ■elf- lntere ■t for w.bat 
the IOY•rameat a■ •-v•• hlm to 1te the common 1ood. The per•l■teat biae 
of bltellectuala. oa the otlaer ha.ad, rec,11lre■ ■ome explalDlaa. 

We have noted th.at the lntellectllal lay• claim - - and the claim la, 
more often than aot. rec:01alud -- to moral al&tborlty aver the lnteatloaa 
a.ad actloaa of polltlcal leadera. Thla clabn flab coac:rete rhetorical 
expr•••lOA la an uleoloay. What create• a eommllAlty of latellectula, aa 
•t•ill•t a mere aa1re1ate of lmUvlduale, l• tile fact that tlley aubacrlhe -• 
wltll ••rrlll& dell'H■ of warmth, or wltb more or le•• expllc:lt reaervatloa• -­
to a preY&lllaa W.oloay. Tllla ldeolo,y pennlt• them to laterpret t1M paat. 
make •ease of the preaeat, outllae a aJaape for the flltve. It eon■tltatea 
the •••eace of thelr ratlou.llty, •• thla l■ •1rected toward the llfe of man 
111 nc:lety. 

Now, lt la the pecallarlty of forelp pollc-, t:Jaat it l• the area of pellc 
Ute la whlch ldeeloSY flftllder■ most dramatically. Thu, whlle lt la 
poaalble -- lf aot aeces•arlly fruitful -- to or1aalu tile polltlcal wrltbl1• 
of the paat tllree b'lllldred year• aloaa a apectrmn ra.a11n1 from the ldeolo,lcal 
"left" to tu ldeoloaleal "rlaht, " ao •uc:h a.rraaaem.eat la eoacelvable for 
wrltlaa• OD fonts• polle-,. There l• DO ...... "radical It text OD the coacbac:t 
of forelp pollcy -- &Ad no 1reat "coa•ervatlve" text, eltur. What text• 
tbere are (e. I• Mac&laYelll, Orotha■, la our own day the wrltlac• of Oeor1• 
Kemaaa aad Han■ Mor1eatbaa) are ued ladlfferently l»y all partl••• a• 
c lrc11111etaace allows. 



JDtCU:T • 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

INFORM.A TION 

T•aclay, March 19, 1968 
4:45 p. m. 

Thi• report p-..a what I _,.ct. are Tl:al•••• 
authentic poUUcal aaxletl•• -- blcbsdiq •om• 
•--pldoa tbat we ar• ..,itag for a coalition ........... 
It opea• with a oae-pap -•rnawy. Bat do read 
the predictloa of Olap ud die Dlmocradc COIIVtta• 
tlOII (p. 10 • .,.,. .. clip). 

w. w. a.oat.ow 

BCBT ...-cluneat (TDCS-314/04761-68) 

D CL IFIED 
E.O. 12938, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 11, -;z7J... 

By_....,.~ _, NARA ate . -o _ 
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· • • i ' . . . • • , SUNMARY: LIEUTENANT GENERAL KHANG, 111 CO~?S COM~ANDER, ··· 

:.'! f O: ·_SAID THAT ON 14 MARCH. 1968 ~ESIDENT_ NGUYEN .VANrft.ltl~ :: • : :' \ . . ... • 

; i O ···~~.X.Pi!_;..SS.EO.;~O.rrttR~BCf~·,.R])f!10R·s•:~0_!:.1\.:1!Ul·IAR'C~-o-~~·:~ KHANG .· ··... . ,; . . -~ . . : . :· 
.. . . 

. . · ·. : : REASSURED THIEU THAT IN SPITE OF THE RUMORS, HE IS · NOT ""' . . . .. 
: V . . · . . . . . _....._. ____ -- . .. .· .. ...,,___ -

. . · . .- INVOLVED IN PLANN"ING A COUP. TH!EU-.-8Et..:.IE:·JJE~:::.lRA.,.~~T-HE::..t _: 
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.• Q sour }f -\ftEff.fAM:·- 1 ·tlJ..;.U.J.S..:.CONCERNED . .:·-W I!.H-.J'.:l<.~-~.1J.;.UAI_l_9_N;:-:: .· : . · - :-.. . . . . . .. . . ·, ·· .. 
. ·~IN ··IV:.:...~.9.R..P..S.~_::.KHANG EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN THE NEWLY 
0 - -- ~ . 

· APPOl!NTED IV CORPS COMMANDER, MAJOR GENERAL .NGUYEN DUC . . . . 

. ' . 
. . . . 

. ··• .'THANG, our SAID THAT )1;::::1.s~NP~ER.D:HC.t.ll~r::lllAt1~~:H~:·· ._.· ~: .. :· _.. · .. 
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. , 0 f (11.- l.RE • . ~E . .t"otD ~t .HIEU HE.·. QUEST.IONS'·THE: .w·rso OM-:o·F .M:A°kI NG . >-- ·· ... :: : . .-··: ·-:-.-: ·:. : 
• . .. ~ ~ .... -;.: · . ..:.·. -.: .... ::....:.:. .... '! - . . . . . ., . . . .. . . ., . . . .. . . . . - . . . .... ~ 

· :'· -·· - THE coHTEMPLATED •CHANGES IN THE ADMI.NistRAirvE.-·.·sr°R·ucfruRE .· ·· ·· · ··• ···· 
0 ., . _. ... - ··- -.:- . --. ... . - . .. . -· .. .. - . . .. 

· •· IN } .HE_:.:_PROVINCES A~ · THIS ·fI;,iE. · :END. SUMMARY.-
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(clturifteationJ 

1. DURING ·A 'LENGTHY PRIVATE ~ATION CN 14 MAROi 

· 1968, PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU EXPRESSED CONCERN TO 

·LIEUfENANT GENERAL LE NGUXEN KHANG, III CORPS CO!"lr1ANDER, 

. . THAT ·so~lE MEMBERS OF THE MIL·ITARY MIGHT TRY TO OVERTHROW 

. . -·· ... .. 

i~ :· ·.·.-; -
3.4(b)(1) ·.. · · . 

. . . . 

. . . . .• . • . ..,;.. _ 

. \: THIEU'S GOVERNM:NT. KHANG TOLD THIEU HZ KNOWS THERE ARE 
! 

; . 
' l. . . 

~ ~ 

·.-; 
-t 

. ·I , 
·I . 

·l 
! 
I 

. 
I 

I ., 

MANY RUMORS THAT HE AND BRIGADIER GENERAL NGUYEN NGOC 

LOAN, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF· THE NATIONAL POLICE, ARE Fl.ANNING 

A COUP, BUT THE RUMORS. ARE NOT TRUE. KHANG DOES NOT KNOW 

HOW THESE RUMORS GOT· ST ART ED 8 UT HE SUSPECTS SOME VC 

COMPLICITY. IN AN EFFORT TO PREVENT SUCH RUMORS, KHANG 

SAID HE HAS BEEN AVOIDING POLITICIANS BECAUSE MAN-Y -OF 

Th'EM ARE PRONE TO TWIST SOME REMARK HE MIGHT MAKE ASOur 

HIS D ISSAT ISFACT iON WITH THE GOVERNMENT INT·O ALL EGA! IONS 

OF COUP PLOTTING. RECENTLY KHANG TWIC£ REFUSED TO MEET 

WITH SENATOR DON. KHANG SAID THE PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT 

INTERPRET HIS OR LOAN• S REMARKS ABWT !HE NEED FOR STRONGER 

ANO MORE DYNAMIC GOVERNMENT AS MEANING THEY ARE PLANNING 

A COU?. PRESIDENT JOHNSON IS ALSO SUBJECT TO STRONG 

CRITICISM BY THOSE IN THE UNITED STATES WHO DISAGREE WITH 

HIS POLICIES. KHANG SAID THAT HE CALLS THE PRESENT PHASE 

.. ·•- · ---·-------.. .. ..... - -· ' -···· 
~ ~ . 

-. . ... 

' . 

. . ·: .. 
.. .. . --· .. ··---------
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CF ENE:1Y ST?.AT EGY "THE WAR OF TENS !ON ... O~tE IM.PORT AN r 

FACE! OF THIS ST?.ATEGY IS TO SOW DOIJ6! AHO DISSENSION 

AMONG TH£ V!ETNAi1~SE ANO A:1ER1CAH !.EADERS ANO P'C:OPLE • 

KHANG TOLD T HlEIJ ro !GNORE THESE: RUt'iORS ANO DE'./OTE KIS 

EN~'1G!C:S T'C :OMHJG TO GF. !'PS Wl!H THE M~i-1Y REAL. PROSLEP!S 

OF r HE NA! !O:~. IF T HlEU HAS AfJY SUS?IC ION ABOlJi Kr,ANG. s 
co:1?LICITY IN Ft..O'!TH;G A COiJP, 'HE NEED ~LY SAY s·o ~ 

KHANG W!LL PU! HIS S!G!~Eo· RES!Gf·!AT LON ON TH!EU' S DESK. 

T H!E IJ r.:X?rtE SSED CO!J F!DEt~C:. Hi KHANG.. KHAf~G 5A ID THAT 

SUoSEQUEtHL '{ HE s2~rr HIS wlF';:'. TO V!S!T ~s. THIEU AS 

AN07 HEP. fl'.::/\ SUR:: OF REA5SUflANCE. 

::'OR A CHA~S£ Hl G'lVERHMZNT. 

:OVE:RN:1E!·,! IS VERY .M!JCH OP?OSE.D TO A COUP. THIEU SAID 

E GOT THAT ri1?R E SSIC~J F?. Oi'i AMBt ss~~ OR 3 LiN !<ER BUT UN­

.'QRT-U!-iATEL 'f THE?.:': · ARE .. ,OUR7Et::-! PEr;FL:: ·'JIHO SP£AK fO~ ·rH£ 

. . 
; 

;: . 

. ' 

. 
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· . • . r. 
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.. •.· . 
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u.·s. GOVERNMENT IN VIET NAM ... KHANG SAID HE TOLD THIEU 

THAT HE SESS MANY PAijALL;ELS· BETWEEN 19SS AND 1~54 IN VIET­

NAM~ DURING · 1954· THE FRENCH WE:U:; . w_!trn!NG MILI!t.::ILY BUT 

THE ;)EFEAT-IST ·PSYCHOLOGY OF THE FRENCH PEOPLE MADE IT 
. . 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE FRE NCI{ TQ DEFEAT T :-iE COMi'1UH IST S. T 00 A Y 

1<H·A~iG fE:'LS .7HE>U.S. ·FORCE·S ARE WHHJING M.!LIJAR.ILY Btfr 

THE VOICES OF DEFEAT ISM GET LOUDER EACH DAY. HE THOUGHT 

IT IM?OR!ANT THAT THIEU_ Nor-·sE - VICT Ii'JIZED ~y RU:-10RS-: 

MANY OF WHICH AR£ SPREAD BY THE COMMU.NISTS Al~D CSIGNED 

TO SOW SUS?:C!ON AND DIVISIV[NESS. KHANG SAt~ KE TOOK 

A· PART ICL'tARL Y STRONG POSIT ION ON THIS SU:JECT NOT ONLY 

BECAUSE HE FER'JENTL y BEL-IEVES WHAT HE SAID, ·sur BECAUSE 

IT ~AS OSVIOUS THAT THIEU WAS ~EOCCUP:ED BY MANY DOIJ3TS • . 

.4. THIEU FEELS THE AMERICANS USED NGUYEN XUAN OANH 

AND DANG DUC KHO_I TO ORGAN!ZE .THE NSF WITH :IHE ULT!t-1AT~ 

03JECT IVE OF GENERA! ING PO.PULAR SUPPORT FOR A COAL-IT ION 

GOVERNMEtJT WHICH W-Il.L INCLUDE THE NATIONAL FRONT ·FOR ·THE .. . . .. . . . 

LIBER t-'!IOtl CF SOU!H VIETNAM CNFLSV>. -FOR THIS REASON, 

THE M-ERI~ ~LECTED SENATOR !RA~J VAN DOi~, MAI HUU 

.XUAN, ;.ND or HER FORMER . GEN2RALS OF. ·?Ro-FRENCH, tJEUTP.AL IST 

91'~-L. 

- .. ... ·• ··· ·•· ·•-• --··-

·. , .. . . . . 

. . . 

. .. ·-- .... ·· -··-- --
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POSTURE TO LEAD THE NSF. THIEU. SAID HE IS FOLLOWING THE 

·TACTIC OF PAYING LIP SERVICE TO DON· s· REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT 

FOR THE NSF WHILE TRYING TO COUNTERBALANCE IT WITH POLIICAL 

EFFORTS OF HIS OWN GENERATED BY HGUYEN VA~J HUONG, SECRETARY 

GENERAL OF THE PRESIDENCY, AND TRAN VAN AN.-=-

THIEU SA!O FORT Lir~ATEL Y THERE IS EVIDENCE 

THAT THE NSF DOES NOT HAVZ THE UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT OF 

VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAO Kr S FOLLOWERS .AND C !TED· L CAN 

AS AN EXAMPLE. ---CO["'f\lE~: 

~KHOI HAS COMPLAINED iHAT LOA~ HAS BEEN ;_"t ! ACKING THE 

NSF THROUGH THE NEWSPAPEft CONG CHUNG.) THIC:U ASKED FOR 

KHANG' s VIEW ·or THE NSF. XHt.NG SAID HE COUJ" NOT GU::SS THE 

NSF' S TRUE MC! IVES BUT HE SHARED THliU' ~ SUSPICIONS OF 

MAI HUU XUAN. 

5. IN DISCU-S-surn· rHE IV .CORPS AREA, THIZU SAID HE IS 

CONCERNED THAT THE V!ZT KONG CVC) ~ILL SE ABLE TO CONSOLIDATE . 

THEIR ?RESENT CONTROL OF THE COtJHTRYS!DE. THIEU s·AID THAT 

- · t .. ... . . . 

· 1.~: . 
3.4(b){1) . 
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Ji£ HAS' BEEN- . SOMEWHAT Sl<ePI' ICtJ. OF PACI-FICAT !·o~ P.ESiiL°TS 

CLAIMED IN THE DELTA .·BECAUSE HE FEELS THAT ·s,wr. OF !HE 

EFFORT HA s 'BEEN SUPc:R F IC IAL. HE SA ID IT IS UNQuE sr IotH~c~ '( 

TRUE THA! THE SITUATION HJ THE COUNTR':SIDE IN n· -~OR?S 

HAS WOR S£ f!C:i MHRKEuL Y SINCE T !'{£ ENEMY'S TET 0ITE~~31\Jf. 

THIEU EXPRESSED CONCF.R~ OVER THE HUMBER OF OUTPOSTS ':HUCH 

HA\,!: SEF:N OV£R~UN, ANO. SAID THE VC ARE EVEN AC-rIVE POLITICALLY 

IN SOME hRr:AS AND APPAREN-:'L Y ARE RECEIVI~ :OM£ POPULAR 

SUPPORT. riE A~KEO IF KHANG HAO ANY COMM~NTS OR SUGGESTIONS 

ON THE IV COF.?S SITUATION. 

6. KHA~lG SA!O. !HAT MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN DUC !H: .. ~!U, 

NE\!/L Y APP01NT£D JV CO~S -COMMANDER, HAS A \JEnY D1 :··trcu.r 

ASSIGrmLrr f AND XE (XHANC) IS NOT CERTAIN THAT Tttr.~ t · H1\S 

SUFFiCIEN! TROOPS TO DC THE JOS. KHANG FE£LS Ot::: :;-~rp 

T f{AT COULD- BE TAKE~; TO L:::...;EN T HAfJ' S SE:CUf< ITY Pf,CBLEM WOL,'!. £: 

BE A WELL-?l.ANNED CON5.0L IDA! ION OF HAP'.LETS. SUC}l A 

CON~OL !DAT Irf t,;OULD IN'CREASE ·THE EFFECT IVE NESS OF ST AT re 

DEFE~JSE AND PCSSIBL. Y RELEASE FORCES FOR t HE ALL-IMPORTANT , 

STRIKES O:·l ENEMY BASES. EQUALLY IMPORT AN!, IT WOIJLD 

FACll.ITATE THE CREATION OF INTERNAL COtJTROL MC:CHMHSMS : 

•. . . 

. . . . . 

• • • ;. :♦- ·;~::· ::,: · 

·: .. ... - .: .. : .. , .. .. 
;!.: .... ';..~.;';--. ·~ . .,, 

,I ... . • • • 

. • :.. ~\.':.-.r,:.r · -~ . . . . " . .... : 
·.· ·. ·:•·: ~.: ( .. :1. ~-
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H1 HE HAMLETS. AT PRESENT, KHANG ARGUED, THERE .ARE ·Not · 

ENOUGH SEC UR I! Y FORCES T-0 PR CTEC! THE SCA!TE?.ED HAMLETS 

OR ENOUGH MANPOWER TO SET UP HJTERNAL CONTROL MEC}:{A.NISMS 

TO COHTROL THE MOVEME?JT OF VC AMO~JG THE MANY HA~l.ET S. 

WHILE THANG FACES A SERIOUS CHALLE~GE .um LIKE 'ALL rHE: 

·coRPS COMMANDERS, COLlD USE MORE TROO~S, KHANG FEELS lHAT 

THANG WILL BE ABLE TO GAIN THE UPPER HMlD MIL ITAR IL Y. 

HOWEVER, IT IS IMPORT ANT T HA! STRONG AND HO~EST GOVERNMENT 

~-:: · ·BE BROUGHT TO THE DELTA,. A~m THAT THE . GO~RNMENT 'S MESSAGE 

__ ,. 
GETS TH?.OUH TO THE PEASaNTs. THE GOVERNMENT' s. INFORMATIOU 

PROGRA~ IS VERY IMPORTANT. THIEU REPLIED THAT H~: HA::> ASKED 

GENERAL W .c. WEST MOREAND. TO SUP?OR! AN ·!?~CREASE OF 

13~,ZZ3 TROOPS FOR THE VIETNAMESE ARNY CAP.V.N} AND THIS 

-ADDITION, IF SUPPORTED BY THE ANERiCAffS, SHOULD GIVE THE 

CORPS COMMANDERS THE AD"DED TROOPS THEY NEED. 

·7;. THIEU ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY EVIDENCE 'IN· III 

CORPS THAT THE AMERICANS HAD ASSISTED THE VC DURING THE 

TET ATTACXS. KHANG SAID ON THE CONTRARY THE REAC!IOM -OF 

U.S. ARMOR~D - ELEMENTS -IN THE EARLY HQU.::5 WAS ALL THAT 

PREVENTED THE E~lEMY FROM OVE~RUNtHtH: TPNS°" N-iUT-\lR 

. .. . . 

1.S(c) 
3.4(b)(1) 

. ·-. ; 
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BASE. KHANG SAID BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER THE ATTACK HIS. 

, COOPERATION FROM LIEUTENANT GENERAL WEYAND, CHIEF, II 

FIELD FORCE1 LEFT NO DOUBT IN -HIS MIND OF THE AMERICAN 

COMMITMENT. KHANG ADDED THAT PRME MINISTER NGUYEN VAN 

i LOC WAS PRESENT AT KHANG' S HOUSE DURING THE FIRST DAY OF 

THE ATTACKS Aim WAS AWARE OF WEYAND' 5 COMPLETE COOPE,~AT ION. 

) 

THIEU SAID I! IS POSSIBLE THAT THE U.S. MILITARY IS FLLLY 

OPPOSED TO THE vc· BUT THAT CERTAIN OTHER LEMENTS OF 

THE U.S. MISSION MAY NOT BE. HE REITERATED HIS OPINION 

THAT THE U.S. MISSION IS NOT MONOLITHIC IN ITS VIEWS. 

KHANG SAID THAT WHILE THIEU DID NOT SAY HE BELIEVES THE 

RUMORS CONCERi'lNING U.S. COMPLICITY, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 

HE FEELS IT IS WITHIN THE- REALM OF THE POSS IBLE. ·r HIEU 

➔ SES-~VERY CONCERNED THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MIGHT REACH 

AN UNDERSTAND.IUG WITH THE NFLSV WITHOUT ·CONSUl_.T _lNG HIM 

AND THAT THERE i'1AY BE CERTAIN SECRET CHANNELS TO THE 

VC OF WHICH THIEU IS UNAWARE. THUS, DESPITE THIEU•s OS-: 

VlOUS RESPC:C! FOR AND DEPENDENCE ON THE AMERICANS:, HE 

r--·--· . ---·-·. . .. ··- --· ---·--------:----- . - l 
!-8i;J AINS _A_ LATENT S.USE.l.CI.O'JI...OE .At-ERi CAN...M:>IlVES .-- -----

8. THI~U ASKED IF KHANG EXPECTS THE ENEMY .TO ATTEMPT 

• 
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TO ATTACK SAIGON IN THE If.MEDIATE FUT-URE .• KHAN_a REPLIED 

THAT HE O !D NOT. THIEU SAID KHANG WAS ONE Of THE VERY 

FEW V!ETNAMES[ ri!ILITAAY r'.E N '.:Hn HAD ., F.RO!': ? ·~1£ EliRLIEST 

DAYS Of THE FIR ST ATTACI~, Gm:E ON RCCOP.~- AGAINST A SECOND 

'JIA\I:. ~omm ASSAUL!. "Ki(Ar-JG SA!D HE SASED HIS OPINION 

OPI-.~~~- J):<tI..;;_Gl.A.P_. .IS:.:.A 'til.A.Sl.Efr.""AT "AGlNG POL"rT :ICAL \iAR-· 
. ~,._. _ -~··--·· 

FARE·--A~D ·HIS e.,~ESENT::--::T 'IMITA'3a.:.:.IS . ATTUNED~-~f.O-POL'"IT ·!~AL ·-·· ·- "' . ~ -

9. KHMJG ~VISED THIEU . TO f'IEET MORE FREQUENTLY 

WITH HTS '/IETNAMESE MILITARY COMMAMDERS. HE SAID MOST OF 

THC: SENIOR GEHERALS i!EL THAT THIEU KAS Bl!!::N IGtJOR I_NG THEM 

SiNCE HE BECAi1E PRESIDENT. KHA[~G SAID TnAT HE HAO BEEN 

CRITICAL OF TI-IE PRESIDENT AND THE eovERt~MEMT aUT HAD SAID 

NOTHING TO ANYONE THAT HE WOULD t~0T SAY re THIEU. A~D 

BELIEVES TS.~~ THE SAME IS TRUE OF MOST 071-iE:-i ZE!-!IOR GENERALS. 

- <;dti '7•"f . 
1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 
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THIEU SAID HE . FINDS HIS EXCHANGE OF IC£AS WITH KHANG 

HELPFL'L Arm HE HOPES THEY WILL CONTINUE TO 2E FRANK AND 

O?EN FRIENDS. THIEU ASKED If. KHANG HAD ANY OTHER SUGGES­

TIONS. KHANG TOLD THIEU HE QUESTlONS THE WISDOM OF MAKING 

'SWEEPING CHANGES lN THE CORPS AREAS AT THIS T !ME SUCH AS • 

TH£ CONTEMPLATED CHANGES CONCERNING GOV::'.RtJME?nAL DELEGA1ES 

AND FRO VINCE CHIEFS. HOWEv!R, IF THIEU FEELS HE MUST MAKE 

T~2SE CHANGES NOW HE CAN DEP£ND ON KHANG'S SUPPORT. THIEU 

SA!!) HE REALIZES THERE ARE TWO SIDES THE CONTEM'PLATED 

CHANGES AND PROMISED TO GIVE Tl€ PROBLEM MORE CONSIDERATION • 

Ui. FIELD D ISSE~: STATE CAMSASSADO?. BUNKER, POLITICAL 

COUNSELOR> USMACV (GENERAL '41ESTMORELAND, ~E~IRAL ABRAMS, 

AMBASSADOR KOMER, CHIEF OF STAFF, J--2) 7rH AIR FORCE 

CGENERAh MOMYER> CINC?AC . PACFL! ARPAC PACAF 

REPORT CLASS 
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DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J ,_ -.b 

By ~ , NARA Date ~ -11·17 

Tuaday - March 19, 1968 

MEMOB.AN.DUM FOl'l THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Vlalt ol Parapayan Prealdeat stroeanier 

ACTION 

Tomorrow Pr••ldent Slroeaaer comes to Wa1blapoa for a two-day 
official Ylalt. Your s-rUclpatlOll u llmlted to: 

11:30 am - Welcomln1 Cerem.oar at tJi. South Lawa. 

lZrOO noon • OUlee maeUaa with Preeld .. t Stroeaner. 

8:00 pm - State dbmer. 

A receptloa 1• INtlaa oUered bf the Para1uap.11 Amllaaaador at the 
Fan American Unioc on Thu.rad&, eveala1, 'but 1 adriN aplnat yoar 
attaafl1D1. 

Prea1deat stroeaaoer 1• comJaa armed wltll a "•hgppbaa llllt" •• he did 
at_ Plmt& del .Eate. Nick Katsenblch'• hrleflaa memor&Ddam (Tah A) 
deacrl'be• wJaat the item• a.re. Moat of them are for ecoaomlc aaa1R­
ance. hat there aleo may IMt a nquat for artlllny. He mar ■apport 
the re41 .. 1h ltJ po•el1-IJ olferla1 a Para1u,aa anar walt for Vletaam. 

Nlck coanael• that ,oa be aoa- commJ.ttal on the offer of troop• aad 
h&ad1e the request for a1d aad mll.ltarJ eqalpmellt hf eaylaa you ad­
vlHr• will at'Gdy the nquata aad be 1D touh wltb him later. Thl• 
IA how hl• Pmlta del i:ate ahoppuq Uat was handled•• with 1ood renlt•. 

The priaclpal problem with thl• Ylalt l■ Prealdnt Strouaur•• image 
la certala circi.a a• an old-atyle Latba Amer&caa cllctator and critlclam 
ol YC>ll for ta.ttta1 him. So tar. •• bave bad oatr ou aewapaper 
article •trlldq tbl• theme •• 1n the Waahingtoa .f!!!. The charac:­
terluUon b wafair to him aacl ,oar pv.rpoae 1D havlag h1m •P here. 

Stroeaaaer •• &ranted conalderable poUtlcal W..rallzatloa la reeent 
year• and u maldag ateady headway with ecoaomlc aad aoclal reform 
aad clevelopmat. The chart• at Tah B illu•trate thla. We want to 
eacou.rage thl• tread. The ••1 .. •ted welcami•a •tatement &Ad toa ■t 
(Tait Ct are dealpecl to pat the Ylalt 1D thla context. The pnae back• 
aHIIDder will do llkewlae. 
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The polata we wOllld ban ro• •tr••• la yoar ta.la with the Paraauayaa 
Prealdeat are: 

· 1. t.bat ha contlnu.• political llberall&&Uoa ao that the 
pa-uaclpal oppoaltlea can fwaetloa fr .. lr; 

2. that he pr••• lerward wlth reform of '11111.qet and tax 
•tructus>ea whleh ClAP baa rec:ommaDd41d ae •Ina 
ot prlmal"r lmporiaace; 

3. that we appreci&t. Parapar•• belp 1a the OAS aad 
UN, wure Para1u.r la now a member of the Secarity 
Co1111e1l. . 

W. W. Ro•tow 

Ta\, A • Kal&ellbach bmftn1 memeraachan. 

Tab B - Cbarta on Para&uar' • ecoaomlc-•oclal reform 
and Mftlepmeat. 

Tab C • eleomlq atatemeat aad toe et. 
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OEPARTM ENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Your Meeting with Paraguayan President 
Alfredo Stroessner, 12 noon, Wednesday, 
March 20 

President Stroessner 

You first met Stroessner at Punta del Este last 
year. Vigorous and hardworking, Stroessner at 55 is 
extremely proud of his accomplishments. He takes credit 
for bringing order and economic development to his coun­
try. Since 1962 he has--to a substantial extent--relaxed 
political controls. 

/ C O O 

Stroessner comes to the United States in the full 
flush of victory in last month's presidential elections. 
In order to be re-elected constitutionally for a third 
five-year term, he had to rewrite the Constitution. He 
did, however, permit the traditional opposition party 
{plus two smaller parties) to participate in the constitu­
tional convention and the ~ebruary elections • . 

The Paraguayan President is accompanied by his two 
sons and a special delegation of Paraguayan businessmen. 
He will be in Washington for two days, leaving Friday, 
March 22 for New York City and for Paraguay on the 23rd. 

-CONFIDEtffn\L 
Downgraded at 12-year "intervals; 
-~~-~--- ~uto~~i_cal~y declassified. 
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What Stroessner Wants 

Stroessner sees the visit as a means of enhancing 
his prestige. Coming as it does after his recent re­
election, he will undoubtedly use the visit to promote 
the itnB:ge of a democratically-elected President of a 
constitutional .government. 

He also seeks assurances of increased economic 
and military assistance. We understand he is bringing 
a new "shopping list11 similar to the one he gave you 
at Punta del Es te o . (A status r eport on his Punta list 
is at Tab B.) Specifically, we know he will ask for 
some 75 mm howitzers, as well as assistance for some eight 
economic projects. To lend weight to these requests, 
he may offer a Paraguayan army unit for Viet-Nam. We 
can probably help with the ·· artillery, but we recommend 
a noncommittal reply to the other requests as well as 
to the offer of troops. It is not clear that a Paraguayan 
unit would be a military plus for ·our forces and the 
logistic, command ·and control problems involved w9uld 
be .extremely complex. 

What We Want 

1. The most important result from our point of view 
is to convince Stroessner of our interest in continued 
political liberalizationo Specifically, during his 
present term of office, we would hope that he would con­
tinue to allow the principal opposition parties to operate 
freely and build their forces for the next presidential 
elections. 

2 o We also want to encourage St_roessner to _reform 
Paraguay's budget and tax structure. This is probably 
the single most important reform for the continued success 
of our Alliance programs in Paraguay. 

-00tfFIDEH'fIAL -
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3. At the same time, we wish to assure Stroessner 
that we appreciate Paraguayan support for U.S. objectives 
in the UN and the OAS. 

Assistant Secretary Oliver and Country Director Krieg 
will stand by during your meeting with Stroessner follow­
ing the arrival ceremonies. 

Talking points are at Tab A. 

Enclosures: 

Tab A - Talking points. 
Tab B - Status of Shopping List. 
Tab C·- ·Press guidance~ 

CONi'IQENT!hr. 



-CONP :EBE~~T !AL 

TALKING PAPER FOR YOUR MEETING 
WITH PRESIDENT ALFREDO STROESSNER OF PARAGUAY 

· March 20, 1968 

TALKING POINTS 

Presidential Opener 

I am happy you could accept my invitation to come 
to Washington. 

Congratulations on your re-election to a third 
f~ll term. I understand that this was Paraguay's 
fourth major election since 1963 and the first 
in history in which four parties participated. 

Paraguay has many similarities with Texas -
terrain, climate and the importance of cattle 
raising. 

Paraguay has undertaken an important new role 
with its election to the U.N. Security Council. 

Stroessner's Role in Paraguay's Development 

You have done much to create conditions for the 
economic and political development of Paraguay. 
You are just embarking on a new five-year term 
of office with unparalleled opportunities. 

I hope you will continue to build and strengthen 
the political institutions of your country. We 
were pleased to see that several opposition 
parties were able to participate in last month's 
election. We hope that under your leadership 
Paraguay will continue to strengthen the 
democratic process. 

DECLASSIFIED · 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ '16 -:J.6 7 ... 
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Latin American Economic Integration 

We hope that the move toward Latin American 
economic integration will attain a needed note 
of urgency and momentum. 

Because of its central location Paraguay can 
play an important role in promoting a Latin 
American Common Market, and especially in 
furthering the economic integration of the 
countries in the ParanA (Par-rah-NAH) River 
basin. 

Topics President Stroessner May Raise 

Request for Economic Assistance 

.. '. 

Stroessner may recount the economic progress 
achieved by his Government and request assistance 
in a number of specific development projects. 

You May Wish to Say 

We are aware of the progress Paraguay has made 
and we hope to be able to assist it in its 
further development. I will have my advisors 
study your requests and we will be in touch with 
you 1·ater .· 

Ho-:wever ,--- ·the·re· · ls' inuch that only Paraguay can do 
to promote its own development. Paraguay has 
several existing loans which are not being drawn 
because of a lack of funds for the Paraguayan 

-contribution. 

Implementation of the CIAP recommendation that 
the .fiscal and tax structure be revised and 
modern-i~-ed would · do much to increase the Govern­
ment Is resources and permit ~ more vigorous-----. ··-­
development program. 

---CONE IDiNT IAf:. 



- 3 -

Military Assistance 

Stroessner may raise his perennial protest 
against what he regards as vastly dispropor­
tionate U.S. military assistance to Bolivia. 

You May Wish to Say 

Our military aid to Bolivia is compatible with 
that country's internal security needs. Bolivia's 
recent difficulties with Ch~ Guevara speak for 
themselves. Paraguay has a lesser internal 
security threat and needs less assistance. 

Request for 75 mm Howitzers 

Stroessner, who is an artillery officer, may 
lament that Paraguay lost one-third of its 
artillery strength during a recent fire. He 
may ask for U.S. assistance in replacing the 
lost weapons • 

You May Wish to Say 

We are aware of the loss suffered by the Para­
guayan Army. I believe it will probably be 
possible to assist you in replacing the lost 
weapons. 

Offer of Paraguayan Combat Troops for Viet-Nam 

Stroessner may offer a battalion of combat 
troops for duty in Viet-Nam. 

You May Wish to Say 

I appreciate your offer. This is a matter I 
wish to discuss carefully with my military 
advisors. My Ambassador will be in touch 
with you on this matter soon. 

-€0NFIBKN:rIAL 
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VISIT OF PRESIDENT ALFREDO STROESSNER 
OF PARAGUAY 
March 1968 

Background Paper 

Present Status of Paraguayan Requests for 
Assistance Made by President Alfredo Stroessner of 
Pres,ident ,Lyndo.n B.. Johnson at Punta del Este 

April 13, 1967 

1. Navigation of the Paraguay River 

The Paraguayan Government requested that the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers assist in 
improving the navigability of the Paraguay River. 
A similar reques.t for assistance was already pending 
with the United Nations. The u ·;N .- Special_ Fund has 
offered assistance and is beginning tq get its study 
under way. The results of the U.N. efforts will 
determine what future assistance may be necessary. 

2. Improvement of the Trans-Chaco Highway 

President Stroessner requested U.S. assistance 
for th)e engineering studies and financing of improve­
ment of the Trans-Chaco Highway. The IDB is actively 
engaged in having the feasibility studies made which 
are preliminary to asphalting the first one hundred 
kilometers of this highway and constructing two hundred 
kilometers in other areas. The Inter-American Develop­
ment Bank and the Agency for International Development 
are consulting regularly on the project. 

3. Road Building Equipment 

The United States was requested to provide machinery 
and road building equipment to allow Paraguay to .~uild 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE· 
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access ro~ds . . The IBRD is prepared to provide approxi­
mately $7.0 million as soon as agreement can be reached 
with the GOP for the es~ablishment of a permanent road 
maintenance organization. Recently, the United States 
agreed to use the equivalent of $400,000 in PL-480 local 
currency for the highway maintenance budget and trans­
ferred title to the GOP of about $1 million of road 
equipment and parts from a road .project which terminated 
January 1968. 

4. Silos, Warehouses and Cold-Storage Plants 

The United States was requested to provide technical 
and financial assistance for setting up a storage and 
marketirig system for . foods.tuffs. A specialist provided 
by the Agency for International Development has been 
working with the Government o~ Paraguay in this field 
for over one year. As required, short-term specialists 
in selected aspects of marketing have been and will be 
provided to help develop arpreliminary . loan proposal 
for this purpose. As a beginning, exploration is pro­
ceeding on rehabilitating 10 to 12 existing storage 
units having a capacity of 12,000 to 16,000 tons. 

5. Hydrological Studies of the Paraguayan Chaco 

The United States was requested to cooperate in 
hydrological studies of the Chaco so that water can be 
found · for livestock. A U.N. Special Fund team has 
completed a preliminary hydrological study in the . Chaco. 
A.I.D. is coordinating its livestock development effort, 
which relates to this study, with the U.N. The GOP has 
requested $1.2 million for this program from the U.N. 
Special Fund. 

6. Private Investment in Paraguay 

The United States was requested to promote the 
investment of private capital in Paraguay. A.I.D. 

LIMITED OFFI~IAL USE 
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has been cooperating with the GOP and private entre­
prenuers in Paraguay thr ough the A.I.D.-sponsored 
Productivity Center to foster increased participation 
of the private sector in the development effort. 

A U.S. Trade Mission to stimulate trade and invest­
ment between the United States and Paraguay is scheduled 
to arrive in Paraguay in April 1968. 

USAID is intensively reviewing a proposed A.I.D. 
loan for the establishment of a private development 
bank ~ A decision to go forward wfth the loan is await­
ing assurance that sufficient private Paraguayan capital 
is to be com.~itted to assure the formation of a sound 
institution. 

7. Air Transport 

The United States was requested to cooperate in 
obtaining five turbo-prop airplanes to meet needs for 
greater cargo and passenger capacity. Five C-47 aircraft 
were given by the United States to the Paraguayan air­
line T.A.M. (run by the Air Force) in August 1967. With 
respect to purchase of new planes, although representa­
tives of Boeing and Fairchild have visited Paraguay, 
the GOP has not decided whether to go in for turbo-prop 
or jet aircraft. The Export-Import Bank has indicated 
that a loan could be considered for U.S. transport 
aircraft. 

8. National Fund for Economic and Social Development 

President Stroessner requested a grant to finance 
the National Plan for Economic and Social Development 
of Paraguay. No action is presently proposed. The GOP 
is aware that implementation of the CIAP recommendations 
would greatly enhance the ability of the United States 
and the international lending institutions to contribute 
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more substantially to the solution of P~raguay.'s develop­
ment problems. Greater effor~ can be made by the GOP 
to increase its domestic revenues. 

Marketing of High Priority Basic Products 

1. Request ·for PL-480 Wheat 

. The United States .wa.s requested to continue to sell 
wheat under PL-480. A $2.4 million PL-480 wheat sale 
agreement was signed in December 1967 for 35,000 tons. 
The United States wi°ll consider sympathetically any · 
future requests for PL-480 wheat sales which the GOP 
may make. 

The United States has been approached and is dis­
cussing with the GOP an additional $3 million agricultural 
credit loan to supplement $2.9 million loan made in 1964 
to provide credit to wheat producers. 

2. Sugar 

Paraguay requested that it be granted an annual 
import quota of 15,000 tons of sugar. No action can be 
taken on the request to include Paraguay on the sugar 
quota list until the next congressional review .of the 
quotas in 1971. At that time, the GOP request will be 
given every consideration. (See also Background Paper, 
Sugar Quota, at Tab H.) · 
3. Tung Oil 

Paraguay requested suspension of the sale of tung oil 
by the C.C.C. at prices lower than the international 
market price of $0.17 a pound. World prices have improved 
and as long as they stay up no further U.S. or GOP action 
is anticipated. However, in the long run, competition 
from synthetics will probably exert a generally depressing 
effect on the world · market. (See also Background Paper., 
Tung Oil, at Tab G.) 
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4. Coffee 

Paraguay requeste'"d support from the United States 
at the International Coffee Organization. for an adequate 
export quota. ',rhe United States supported the Paraguay 
request of the ICO for an adequate export quota which 
was granted in late 1967. The quota, up to 98,000 bags 
ove~ a 5-year period, will permit export of virtually 
all of Paraguay's expected production. (See also Background 
Paper, Coffeea at Tab I.) 
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VISIT OF PRESIDENT ALFREDO STROESSNER 
OF PARAGUAY 
March 1968 

PRESS GUIDANCE PAPER 

The Presidents might refer to their meeting giving 

them a chance to renew acquaintanceship arising from. their 

Punta del Este Summit Meeting in April 1967. 

The Presidents might indicate they exchanged views 

on various broad hemispheric issues. These could include 

developments in the Alliance for Progress since the 

Punta del Este reunion, their views on the development 

of the Latin American Common Market, and a restatement of 

the objectives of the 1967 Punta del Este meeting. 

The Presidents could refer specifically to their 

discussions on the institutional development of Par.aguay 

and also to President Stroessner's plans to further the 

economic development of his country during his new term 

of office. 



PA ~ GUAY CENTRAL GOVERNPJIENT BUDGET 
Regular and Development 
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March 19. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

71---
SUBJECT: Meeting Between the Pre■ident and Ambassador Bui Diem 

The President met late yesterday with Vietnamese Ambasaador 
Bui Diem in the President's office. Purpoee of the Ambaaaador' s call 
was to review the present situation in advance of Bui Diem's return to 
Saigon this week for con■ultation with hi■ G<>e"ernment. William. J. Jorden 
of the NSC Staff was preeent. The meeting began at 6:30 p. m. and ended 
at 7: 10 p. m. 

The President welcomed the Amba■ sador and remarked on his 
early return to Saigon. The Amba■aador said he planned to underline 
three things in his talks with his own Pre■ident and other Government 
officials: 

(1) the mood in the United States and the rising tide of criticism 
again.at American involvement. He planned to stress the extent to which 
the criticism is aimed at the Vietnamese themselves and their lack of 
vigorous action. 

(Z) the desperate need for hnproved performance by the Viet­
nam.e se -- e■pecially the Army and the Govermnent. He would stress 
the need for the GVN to attack ■uch social evil• as corruption. 

(3) the need for President Thieu and Vice President Ky to work 
in harmony and to form an effective team. 

The President indicated he thought these were all matters worth 
emphaaizing. He said that criticism was indeed rtaing here and that he 
was under heavy pressure. 

He was firm in his conviction of the rightness of our course in 
Viet-Nam. And he planned to ask the Congress and the American people 
for additional sacrifice and expenditures. But he said we could not do the 
job alone. The Vietnamese had to bear a heavier load, too. 

He noted how much of the criticism focussed on Vietnamese actions 
or lack of action -- the slowness in drafting Vietnamese youth, the misuse 
of AID aupplies, the buying of draft deferments. the corruption of officials 
and others. 

-- SEORET-N'OOIS 
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The Pre■ident noted that 1ome ofllciala had been removed but he 
thoqht indication• were that more 1hould be ou1ted. He ■ugge1ted that 
the Vietnameae a■k MACY for a U ■t of inefficient or C'Grrupt commander■ 
and then "get rid of them. "· 

The Ambaasador noted that present plan■ called for draftina 
65, 000 Vietname■e in the next few montha. They were now thinking of 
rai■in.1 that to 100,000 or 125,000 and perhapa even ZOO, 000 by the end 
of the year. He ■ aid thi■ kind of increaae rai■ed problem■ of equipment, 
trainin1 facllitie• and budget eupport. The President aa■ured him of our 
help in meettn1 equipment requirement■• 

The Pre■ldent a■ked Jorden to prepare a memo for the Ambaa ■ador 

liatina the 8 or 10 thin& ■ we think need mo■t to be done. The Ambaa■ador 

a■■ured the Preaident he would u1e 1uch a memo in hi■ talk■ with hia own 
official■• 

A■ the Amba1 ■ador wa• about to leave, the Pre■ident whhed him 
aucce•• and a■ked him to tell Preeident Thieu and Vice Pre■ident Ky to 
"work to1ether and get movin1. " 

William J. Jorden 

S!!Cll:B 'f'= NOBIS 
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'1'8P SJ:CR.~T, 

MB.. PRESlD.ENT: 

T11eaday. March 19, 1968 
ll:20 p.m. 

Yo• may wial!l to lake iato accouat at luach 
th••• tbOllpta of tile ••etla& of tile Sou.theaat 
Aeiaa Ambaeeadora aad Ciea. Weetmorelaa4 
at Cam Rau. Bay. 

Tuy ralN, amoaa otller matter•• tile po••lbillty 
of: 

- - a f eiat aplaat Nord& Vletaam, 

-- limited operatloa• la Laoa. 

W. W. Roatow 

TOP &ECRa attaclunent 
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TOP SECKEt EXDIS 

Cop, of SAIGON 22495 March 19, 1968 

hbject: Soutb.ea•t Aala Coordiaada1 Comauttee .Recommeadatloaa 

l. The Soatheut Ana Coordlaatla1 Committee (BACOOJU>) convened 
at Cam 1laDb Bay on March?. PreHat were Ambaando.-a Bvaur, Stllllvan 
and Uapr, Admiral Sllarp aacl 0.-ral Weatmorelaad, toptbar with their 
priadpal aclvl•••· Follewla1 npreMllt8 aare•cl ••mm&l'J of recommelldaU0119: 

A. Vletaam - 1. Ia llgbt of -my dlvl•loa• la DMZ-KIie Sanh area, 
the U.S. Goftnamaat aboald etady poaallalllty of coachsctl .. ampldbl.oua feln.t 
north of the DMZ to relieve pnaa..-. oa 
Stuy ahoald laclude careful re-exam~ci01r./Jlf&,mft;,trlil talf'if.tC. 
fallue to follow thtloqb on ncb a feint ml1bt be termed a propa1aad• victory 
for Nortll Vietaam. 

B. Laea - TJl8 extaulve uae ol La•• 11,y Nortb Vlelllameae mWtary 
force••• anally lacreaaed the preblem of comltatbt.1 the ••my thffatlaout 
SOll&b Vietaam. The uH ol l•otlaa territory by the wmy baa readaecl a 
de1ne of aerloaa••• wbln, CS.eplte tbe pollttcal pruleaw iaYolved, we 
abould couider permlttta1 Umlted mWtary open.tlou la Laoa. Carn• 
mllltary altuatlon la Lao• ta moreover marked by aun••lw •-my adloa 
whicb beara direct relatiOD to lacreaaed Nortb VletDameN pr••eace in 
Northen prmacea of SOllth Vlet:aam. Spedally plaaaed opentlou 'by US force• oa 
KM Sanh plat.ea11 may eac:01111ter haraeameat aad ll re froin ••my force• 
acroaa the borCS.r la •-my baa• area• of Laoe. 

SEACOOJlD recommeada followl.•1 actloaa relattag to for .. ela1 evalaatlaa: 

1. Coatlapacy plamtta1 for poealltle lbnlted arowatt operatlou,a.y US 
aad / or AAVN' force• la Lao• ahould procffd. The polat may IHI reached wbea ·­
lt will become •c:eaaary 011 a ca•• by c:aae baai• to pat limited 1rOlllld force• 
lato Laoa. la tbat neat, theN force• ahowld be emplpye4 cloa• to the ~order 
ud tba operad.ou abould be coadwcted la •Ilda a way aa to ha-ve ao pr••• 
•~•• It l■ lmponaat that the lal'pta aelectad be wozthy ol tbe political 
rl•k• luolved. TM Commuder, US MACV will prepare cOldl-acy pla1I■ 
for coulderatioa 'bf Ernbu■y Vlelltlw and will forward them to CINCPAC 
1111d tu JCS for appreY&I. Tbe pr.Wem• el ualablllty aad/or pr••• dlaclHure 
ol nch eperatlou are recoplNd, and tMy will be covered ia an appropriate 
annex. 

Z. Mab immediate effort. to locate an alternate poa!tl• for Site 85, 
primarily for alrci-aft pldaace JNl'POH•• Oae auch alte, Pboa Bta. would be 
Yaluable bat re.-na aped.all•d ullcopter aupport becaue of altitlade. 

) 
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Tlle 7th Air Force will examine posalblUtt•• of o\ttalataa euch bellcopten. 

3. Authorise tamu:hlaa of Prairie Ftn mla.toa■ throa1b Nakhoa Phaaom. 
rec-..rtas at forward refwtllaa ■ilea la Laoe aftea- team 1 ... rt1on wbea poor 
weatller pnYeata operatlaa from So.th Vietu.m. TMM lumche■ from Nakhoa 
Pbaaom will be ■ujed to ul.U.1 r••trlctiou on VletaameN pneeace la 
Thallud and Laoe. The .. mrn .... :r of Special Operatlou or-.. (MACIOO) 
wlll cocwdl•• with EmNa•y Vleatia• re operatlag arc of cunat llallcopter• 
from Nakhoa Plaaaom la ordar to clet.rmiae teaaible forwar4 ~U.1 ■lte• I• 
i.o.. MACSOG will alao propon for couideradoa by B-kok altenaate 
lauachl•1 alte• other than Naldaom Pllaaom. · TIie pu.U.le uae ol otber altea 
la "J'halJand will be etudled by Eaabuay Baapok aad CorPmaDMT, U. S. MACY• 
llaYi .. la mlH mllltary factor• •• well a• tha libUMOd of approval by the 
Thal Ooftnmeat which muat be ••111& before aay extenaloa ill operati•• 
bey_. the pnMat aatboriaatloa. 

•• Commaader • U. S. MACY propued that Wuhlqt• accept the 
priaclple that the cureat Prairie ftn bGWDdary la a coordlnatlen ltae mad 
authoriM Military Aa•lataace Commaa41. Vietaam (MACV) aad J:mt»u.-, 
Vl•ati- to coorcllaate locally for explolt&Uoa of tarpta waat of Prairie nre 
...,._....,._ Vleattw felt ca .. by cue c:oordl•Uoa locally ftbmltted 
thr ... ll Comma .. r 111 Clllef. Padflc (CINCPAC) for apprOYal lty Waaldaatca 
wa• ......... but •'"9• to leaye declaloa oa thl• auject up to Wullla,toa. 

5. hdtlat• a Prairie nre latalUpace collectl• opantloa. eaploltiaa the 
potntial ol Kha tribeamea ladl...-. to the Prairie nn area u •l•meau of 
a low-le••l MACV-dlncted latelUaeace Mt. 

6. Slace -my operau ... la Lao• tllnatellla1 Khe Saab area appeared 
to reqalre eateaal- of .._p track am a-..wud la IAN. lt wu apeed 
that Bmlta•ey Yl•ml•• WGllld •abmtt a prepoeal tllroap cha.,..la for nch ..... , ... 

7. Emltuay Vleatiw ......... aa lacr- la A•I aad A-16 ab-craft 
pedtiomtd ta Thallaad aacl available 101' optratl- la Laoa. lt waa apeed 
tbat the ... .i.,, plamdn1 m-Uaa• at Udona betw ... the 1th All" Force aDd 
Emlluay VleaUm weuld ladllda pl■nl•1 air nppol't fer 1rouad fora operall•• 
la couater-1utarpncy coatext. 

a. Seek .ID.,. ...... , ........... of balicopter• for ••tire SICACOO.llD 
area and employ a pol'tl- of thla &111meatatloa to pl'ffl .. better •upport for 
CIA .-mlla acti.tty la Lan paallaadle. 
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C. Camboclla - Political 

1. macueioa at the SEACOO.llD rne.U.1 ernpba•l•d the 1reat 
lmportaaee of the collection a.ad exploltaU• of apeclflc bard latelllgeace 
on Vlet c-./Monll Vletaamen Array uae of Carnbodla, a• well a• of clraun­
•taatial evidence wblcb l• c•Ylad.a1 by dint of lta .,.Uty aad quatlty. 
Collecdoa ol all type• ol balllseace on CambNla ahoald be glvea M1bff 
aaUonal prlerlty tbaa heretofore. u •• of more aacn••" , .. w .. ace 
collectlGD method• ahould 'be authorised wbare •ce•a&J'T to obtain aucb 
latelllpace. Movemeat of •11J'Pli•• to and tld-oaab Slbaaoukvllle la a 
panlcalarly lmportaat area for an blcreaHd ·tateWpace eollect:laa effort. 
lateral political IUld la■upacy developmeat• •bould alao be covered ta 
new taald .. for CIA coUectloa effort• .. 

l. We ■bould do more to explelt the lateWpace aaNta of other cOlllltriea. 
T1ie Aut q,Jl•••~ for example. 1hovld be eacoara•d to add at laut one officer 
to their Mllltuy Attacu olflce la Phnom Peah (wlllch aow hu Ollly one afflcer). 
Peracaaal ol Wa olflc• ahould be eacou-apd to do more travelUaa to Slbaaoall­
Ylll• aad tbe froaU.r areu. We alloald be prepared, lf •c•••&IY • to lacrean 
011r payment• for Au•tnllaa i-eprenatatloa of Amerlcaa later•9t• to compeaaue 
for tbe ..... tare. -tailed la UleH 9llpllllCll41 operatlou. Effona ahollld be 
made to obtala aubataatlally more bdelUaeac• on Cambodia from other frlaadly 
miaaGlla la Plmom Pellll. aull •• the Britl•ll aad JapauN (Bmbuey Baaakok 
ud Embuey Sat.pa He ftry little laformatlea from tha" 80\ll'ce•; Ult l• 
c:oadas to the Department, they would appNclate bela1 pat oil dlnributlon for lt.) 

J. Slhaaowt abow.d pereoully be preNated with eYideace el Viet C-/ 
Nord& VtetaameN Al'my u•• ol Cambodia oil a reauiar aad coatlllndaa bula. 
He ahew.d be uked wllat bl• bweatlgatl• of the material we have alnauty alve• 
him hu reftaled. Tba Aautrali-• ahoald be ubd to lrnpl' .. a blm apla with 
tile Hrloa-•• with which we Ylew the eltulioa aad call for aeU• on the 
evldeace proridn 111.m. 

4. .Aa..,.aa tben la no alp of real actloa to cornet the •ltuatlca 
on SU111DOUk•• put la the -•r ,-.ra, we ehould Itri., •r evldeace of VC/NV A 
"" ol cambodl.a to the atteadon of other frtea41y 1overameata amt ••ll them 
to atn•• oar collcera to the Cam~•••• 

S. Pn•••• allould be malataiud oa the IDdla .. to work to make the 
lntel'll&t:loaal ec.trol Commleeloa an effective lutrumeat for poUclaa VC/NV A 
ue of the border, tllola1h we recogat• that ••ch a traaaformatloa l1 1111libly. 
Maaawldle. evldttace of VC/NV A use of Cambodia abowd be pNHllte4.t to the ICC 
on a nplal' aacl ~oatimd., ba.na. 
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6. No partlcwlar pr••••• •howd be applied to the Vletaame•• to 
opea up the rdekOIII.. The cloaba1 of the Melt-. pata addltloaal preaaun on 
ti.. port of S1llaaoalrrille, compUcaU .. aay moveineat of VC/MVA •appll•• 
throap that port. 

7. TM ...-t:ioa ol neatabllahmeat ol diplomatic nlatlou with 
Cambodia ■houlcl be up& Ullder c:Cllltlaula1 review. While pre■eace of a u. S. 
Dllillltuy auacbe with freedom to trawl would be helpful, the prenat moment -­
oae la wlllch we do aot wlah to malut a major condllatol'y nep at a time we 
are i-re•nas hlm toward more effective actloa Oil Ida OWll to deay VC/'NV A 
ullO.f hl• tierrltory •- daee aot •••man appropriate time to mon wward an­
••tabllahmeld ol. relatlaaa. 

8. It l• ncommeaded that ti- S.cntu'y brief Ma coUea ... • on 
CambCHlla la the Mvea aatl•• mMt1ag la Welllaatoa, with a view to briapac 
them to lllld•r•taacl tile ll•• ol actloa we MYe la mlad and to ealiat their 
coeperatloa ••n pe11iaeld. S.ch a pnHlltatloa wOllld be an opportulty 
both to eac:011ra1• .-verameata with acce•• to CamlMMH•• IOffl'llmeat to Jola 
la em,....ala1 to lt tb91r coac:ena over ... ,tit, problem poM• by NVM/VC 
Mlldaary uul to •.splal• to all tbe ••d for reatraiat la allort term actloea 
apt.Mt Cambodia wbll• .._rmlldq what Sihanouk caa a1ld will do. 

D. Ca"fflOdta - Admllll■tratln 

1. Pl'lmar, US ftelcl napoulbllity for man.re relalhag to Camboclla 
(aaNpt for VC/NVA ue of CamNdl .. tertlto!'y) ■luNJ.d c•tlAM to be ve■ted 
la J:aaltuay B...-,k. Baa1ko1t will al•o take laltlatln la lerrPwlatl .. ncom­
t11eadatlGa9 oa appl'opriate action u viewed from the field. keeplq other 
SEACOOR.D peet• taformed. l!m-..•y Baagkok ■hould be pwa •ce■■uy 
neourc•• to do the job. Sal1oa will ccatlaae to have prlm&l'J' nepoutMllty 
for Npert:ias aad peltcy recommeadatlo• relatba1 to VC/MV A a•• of CamNdlu. 
tierrltoa-y, --,,.., otlaer Sl:ACOOAD peat• lafermed. Embuey Jlaaakok 
will be nad1aa follow-oa teleanm which wU1 eolltala apeclflc recommelldatl.ou 
for ll'IISp'l"fflll collectl•, eollatloa u.d dl•••mlaattoa of lafermatloa. 

l.. It la recomme_..d that member apacl•• uslp a hl1h priority 
to the laterdepanmeatal wor1da, poa.p uader State Deputmeat cbalrmauldp 
that ha• NeD ••tabllabed la Wa■Wactca to cOOl'dlaata aad take actloa on matter■ 
pertabd .. to Cambolia. 

E. Cambodia• Military 

Meaawlalle, lt would be desirable, la UMa afte:rmatb of the VC/NVA 
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ue of Cambedla ln conaectl.c:. with the Tet olfeall'l..e, to tab SlbaacMtlt •Pon 
hi• wllllape•• to have us conduct limited mlUtuy operatlou la apopalai.d 
area• of Cambodia. We recom:nead that lacreaNd military acll¥lly by U. S. 
fora• aplut NV A/VC la Carnbodla bepa aow on a •mall •cal•, 1radaally 
lncnae1D1 ov.r operatl•• aa the altuatloa permlta,. ulna care to aYOid fon­
cloala1 thr.._h thl• program the poe•lblllty of obtalala1 Slhallou•• cooperatloa 
with aa te reduce VC/NVA 1111• ol hi• territory. We recemmead a •ceurlo 
for U. s. operatl.•• la Catttbodta •• f ollowe: 

1. Bepmda1 tminecllately: 

A. The pneeat r••t:rlctloa• on the aamber, dep&ll. -d fnci-acy of 
Daalel Boone luertloaa be relaxed la Zoae Aud that more helicopter a-.pport 
be authori•d for croaa l,orcler .,.rattoaa la Zoae A of tha Daatel Booaa area. 
Thia la ••Hatlal lf we are to develop better lataW1••c• for u• in the Veamu 
OpentiGL J'vdaer we ••d to deYltlop har(i tarseta that caa later be exploited 
by ftre In the aapo ... atad area• ol Cambodla. 

B. Exerct.81a1 extreme cadoa to aac:4lrtala ao Cambocllaa preMllett, 
laltlate actlff defeutve mea■ur•• of ahort daratloe la :remote, apopalated 
Metia• of the Cambodlaa border area. 

( 1) R.eNMMNIS eaaace. Bttyoad preMat Doiel .Booae aqaacla, authorise 
US platllHIIA/compaay •l• fore•• be baaerted lty Mllcope.r a11114/or poaaL 

(2) Pur•lllt by fire on •-my tarpte ret;reallac lato aapcltMllaled area• 
of Cambodia by un of artillel'y. paaldpa and tactical air. 

C. Tull: CIA ud otbar ••ad•• •• appr.,rlate to cleftlap re■ourc•• tor 
the c:Olllduct of black peycliolop-1 operatl•• to explelt dlffereacee betweea the 
Cambodian pnnmeat. oa tlMt ou had. and ti. VC/!fYA, CHICOMS aad tbalr 
CamWlaa ■apponera on the other. 

D. Ex,... the area ol. cONra• •ou.th to the Gulf of Tlaallaad. eserclal81 
Aleparda to pnchlcle loe• ol aa aircraft la Cambocllaa tarritory. 

Dapaacll•1 on Stbaaouk'• reactlou to ou.r pelltlcal pre18'11'e aad to CN1' 

lacnand military operatloea recommeact.cl aNYe, we vinallu a canf1ally 
controlled and 1radaal lacnue la atreaath aad •ff•ctl,....•• ol US operatl ... 
lato Cambodia, wbtl• at the aame time aYoidillg actloa• whlcb would Jeoparclt• 
uy political prop-ea■ we are maklq with Stl1uoak. 
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The followbaa nbHqueat military operatlou are recommendad for lnitlatlaa 
ll tt llecome• clear that effort■ to laduce SlbaaoGk to act more effectlMly 
are aot 1•1 to produce r•••lt• aad la draamatanc:e• where there would be 
a clear mW.tary Imperative. 

A. lacnulaa a.r recoaaala1aac• capability by h&ltodstaa over­
fll1hta to a dep&h of 20 ldlometera a1-, the entire CamlHMUaa border area 
with die QT-2 DOlnle•• aircraft•• •ooa a• it pNWed lu oper&tloaal capability. 
AlH allow the atrbor• per■-1 detector (people alffer) to be emplOJ" 
al-, the bol'der a1 aa addltloaal airborne ■euor. Ia order for tbl• a.cl 
he empleytMI effectively. authori• addltlollal lew-level recoamalaaaace coverage. 

B. OD a cau 1-y ca•• baale, ntborlu lllpt-tlrne a.si atrlk•• oa clearly 
deft•d alplflcaat tarpta la 1111pOpalated1 remote area• aaulde the So.th 
Vletaam-Cami.NHan border. 

C. lncN&M the atreapll ol our aellv• dafen■lft meuun• of. ■hon 
du.ratl• la remote, llllpOplllated Hctloaa ol. CamlMHU.a cloe• to the border by: 

(1) Balda. Attack apedflc -my tar•ta with c:ompaay/battaU• 
tuk fore• auppofl9d by utl.Uery, paaWpe, aad tactical alr. 

(2) Purault. J"orcea aot to exceed battallcm taak fore• al .. force■ 
to malatala contact and cleat-, ••my lore•• retnaUaa lllto Camboclta. 

(3) Reacdoa force a. J:mploymeat ol compaay /batt&U• tuk force •l• 
force• to relaforee n~oeuf1awe/rald acd.• aad to •••l•t dl .. ap.pmeld 
aad withdrawal ol lOl'ce• ae aece•eary. 

BUNKER. 
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A:CltET 

L-ch Meetly Wlth tile Pre•ldeat 
T•aday, March 191 lCJ!I, 1:00 pm 

AGENDA 

L C•ealtatl•• wltll ■elecW D1-e1DMr• of tile Seaate ud Ho .. • Ann4"1 
Senlc•• Commlttee■; ud C!!lr•••--- Malloa. (Mr. ClUford) 

l. Vletaam: Troopa. (lee. lb1alt &ad Sec. ClWord) 

-- Vletaam proapect■ 
-- Korea 
-· O. I . 

,. OoWhra ud Bowle• proPO■al•. (Sec. R•ak) 

,. Jarrly Mlaaloa. (he. lluk) 

Slt\latloa report. 

5. Panama. CS.C. lluk) 

Sltaa.tloa re,.rt. 

,. llaodellla. (Sec. auk) 

Sltuatloa report. DECLA s1nr 1_ 

E.O . 12356, St .1._4 , ) 

1. Other. \Y'hit.e H()USC - t.n, ldin , feb. 24, 19?3 

B -'1f- , : ' A~::\, Da~t .7'.:/' ::2. z........,-

W • . W. ltoatow. 
WWRoatow:rln 

SECltET 



-eONJ IDl:NTlAh - SENSlTlV JC ACTION 

Mr. Prealdent: 

Ylee Pl'ea1dent Hunpllny ha• a1necl to go to Mexico to •ip 
Protocol Jl of the Latia American Nuclear Free Zoae Treaty. 
He propoHa to leave late on Sunday aftenaeoa. March 31 . &Ad 
rettara to Wa■hlqton the followln1 day . 

.Doe• thb tlmln1 po•• aay problem.a for JOll? 

Tea 

Call me • -

W. W. Roetow 

'MCtASSlfIED 
E. 0 . 12356, Sec. 3 .4tb) 

White House Guidelines, Feb. 24. 19 
Bv+ , NARA, Datt. '/-i-9.l,./ 



INFORMATION 

'UCUT" 
Twea4lay, Muell 19. 1968 - 10:JSarn 

Mr. Preahl .. t: 

At Kile Saab/DMZ: 

-• 127 eMmy r..,..a; 
•• 157 frle .. ly; 
-- 397 tactical alr plu 6 B-52 ahlkea; 
... Z9Z toa.a 4e11Yer": 
•- Marlu DMZ coatacta: 

92 -my lrtllletl 
13 V. I. Wiled 

•• weather bald• ION. 

W. W. B.oatow 

WWRoatow:rla 

OECLASS,FIED 

E.O 1"3 6. Ser.. 3.3 
CA Mmr,0. Jtm '..:. I 88 

flt~ - · AR,.\ E'.::.te .J:.-11 f ' , _ 
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Tuesday, March 19, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number fo·rty-four on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 18, 1968. 

The weather remained clear throughout the 18th with some 
light rain developing early on the morning of the 19th. The activity at the 
Khe Sanh Combat Base fell off from the previous period. Most noticeable 
w as the sharp de creas e in the, numbe r of incoming rounds. During thi s 
reporting period, the base received 127 rounds of mixed incoming fire, 
resulting in one Marine killed and 31 wounded (nine evacuated). A total of 
157 U.S. artillery missions were fired in support of the base, two of 
which expended 59 rounds of 105mm COFRAM ammunition. Twenty-two 
confirmed enemy were killed by air strikes and artillery fire. 

There were no ground contacts. Along the DMZ, thre e 
companies of the 4th Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force eigh t 
kilometers north-northeast of Dong Ha, in sporadic contacts lasting throughout 
the day. The Marines were supported by tactical air and artillery. The 
e nemy force was supported by rocket fire. The results of the action were 
67 e nemy killed, three detainees; twelve Marines killed, 24 wounded (all 
evacuated). The remainder of the DMZ and the rest of Quang Tri province 
were generally quiet. 

The total casualties in the 3d Marine Division area for the 
period were: Enemy, 92 killed, 3 detained; Friendly, 13 killed, 58 wounded 
(36 evacuated). 

Air activity was unrestricted by the weather, and 397 t actical 
air sorties and six ARC LIGHT strikes were flown. During the next 24-hour 
period, 314 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGHT strikes are planned. 

Aerial resupply remained at approximately the same level 
as yesterday. Two hundred and ninety-two short tons were lifted in 49 sorties, 
over half of them flown by Marine helicopters. Air Force aircraft continue 
to deliver the bulk of their loads by air drops. 

D Sfl8Ri1i':'EYES ONLY 
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The weather should remain favorable for air activity 
tomorrow. Scatte red clouds and good visibility are forecast throughout 
the day, except for intermitent late afternoon thundershowers. 

No significant changes in enemy dispositions in the A Shau 
Valley have -~_een observed. There were six air reconnaissance sorties 
flown today . . A wire tap team was inserted on the 18th. An additional 
team went in early today to a hot landing zone and was extracted 
immediately. Both teams called in taictical air and reported two secondary 
explosions. 

S~CRJii'i'fEYES ONLY 



THE NATIONAL. MILITARY COM MAND CEN'l"ER 
WASMINQTON, o.c . .ioao, 

19 March 1968 
0430 EST 

MEMORANDUM. FOR THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM EST 
18 Mar (9:00 AM 19 Mar, SVN time) 

1. The Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) 
status as of the above time is as follows: 

CLASS I (Rations ) 

Meal , Combat, Individual 
B Rations 

CLASS II (Fuel ) 

Avi ation· Gas (AVGAS) 
JP-4 Fuel (Jet Fuel) 
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 
Diesel 

CLASS V (Ammunition) 

a. Hi gh Explosive 

60-mm mortar 
81-rnm mortar 
90-mm (l'ank) 
4. 211 mortar 
i os-mm howitzer 
155-mm howitzer 

b. Antitank 

90-mm AP .. r 
90-mm HEAT 
66-mm rocket (LAW) 
Antitank mines (M-15) 
Antitank mines (M-19) 
An t ita~k mines (M-Zl) 
106-nu\\ HEAT 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

21 
8 

3 
10.6 

9.8 
s.4 

52 
28 

133 
31 
20 
19 

106~mm recoilless rifle (H£P·T) 
3.S" rocket 

SECRE'f 

--.. -----------
.... 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 17 Mar EST 

(9:00 AM 18 Mar SVN) 
I 

21 days 
8 days 

3 days 
10.6 days 
11.6 days 

4.4 ~ays 

54 days 
30 days 

131 days 
31 days 
ZO days 
18 days 

ROUNDS ON HAND 

329 
1,202 
2,520 

321 
469 

0 
1,482 
2,l4S 
1,945 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec 3.S 

. DA Memo. Jan. 5. 1988 

By~ , NARA. Date -r :;:J--.. . ____ :,.___ -··- . · - --:- . . 
r~~ ·•~~ ... . ~- ~:.. . ·, -· - .... __ ., .. 



c. _Antipersonnel 

106-mm BEEHlVB 

CLASS V (COFRAM) 

105-mm howitzer 
1S5-mm howitzer 
40-mm grenade launcher 
Ha1\d Gnmades 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

s 
5 
5 

10 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 17 Mar EST 

(9: 00 AM 18 Mar SVNi= 

ROUNDS ON HAND 

1,517 

S days 
5 days 
S days 

10 days 

2. On 18 March, Khe Sanh was resupplied with 292.S tons as 
follows: 

CLASS I 
CLASS · II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
MISCELLANEOUS 

· •nis t ribution: 
SEc1'5nF 

· DEPSECDEF 
c.Jcs· (3) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J- 33 

· J- 34 
J -.4 ' 
AW R 
MCCC 
AFCP 
NFP 
DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DIV 
PAC DESK 

-SECfn.iT 

.. --,-· - __ .. -· .. -.. ·--··-
... 

' 

38 tons 
.s tons 
25 tons 
57 tons 

168 tons 
4 tons 

'&!:Ii{! !!rof'. 
Brigadier General, USA 
Deputy Director for 
0pe1·ations · (NMCC) 

2 

- - f•---w...---•------ -r--:--· . . ... ... . 

... 
•• ...,J ,. 
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