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~SEGRET -
Seaday, May 5, 1968 -~ 5:40 p.m,

Mr. Presldeat:

CGen. Tayler -- whe has givea at
least as much censtructive thought to
negotiations as any siggle American -~
has written this theughtful paper which
I command te you aleag with my eown
propesed scemarie for the 1:00 p. m.,
maeting Meaday, May 6.

W. W. Rostow

WWRestow:rla
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By e NARA Date 2-33-7¥
Mr. President: &

Knowing that you are giving much thought to the problems of the ccaing
negotiations and the positions to be taken by your representatives, I am
venturing to summarize same of the points which seem to me most ipportant
for discussion with our emissaries before their departure.

a. Our Objective:— "The independence of South Viet-Nam and its
freedom fTom abtack. » s people of South Viet-Nam to be allowed to
{their pwn country in their own way." It is against this objective that we
should measure all our actions at the conference table. We will have suc-
ceeded if we attain it--otherwise, we have lost,

b. Cessation of ‘Emhiﬁ_{sgl It is clear that the first chbieckive of
our opponents e ombing of North Viet-Nam and then eettle -
back to an unhurried talk-fight kind of negotiation during which ther will be
urnder little pressure to show progress. They may feel that we are ¢ d
in {he San Antondo formula and must negotiate from within its confines but,
far tely, they have given us an "out" if we want to use it and I certainly
thisk we should. The formula was predicated on the assumption that Nerkh Viet-
Nam world take no advantage of a complete cessation of our bombing, an aseumption
which is cbviously invalid in view of the advantage being taken of even tha”
.presently restricted bambing, evidenced by the high lewvel of infiltretien in

sl the recently renewed attacks cn the cities. This is not the restraint

we Md hoped for--it is taking advantage of our conciliatory gesture amd augurs
iil for restraint if we took the further step of a complete bombing pause.

: Under these new circumstances, I think we should feel c tely -
free to use the bombing issue flexibly as befits our interest in the iations
4% 3 minimum, we should not agree to a complete cessation without first werifying
that the subsequent talks will be "prompt and productive™, to salvagc the most =
useful part of the San Antonio formula. "Prompt" could be left to subjective
cebermination based on the expedition shown in tackling the items on the agenda

“productive” is a term which requires careful attention. A-judgment 2s to >

ther negotiations will be "productive" can not be made without some under- — ’

s of the likely -course of subsequent events, to inelude a }:nado:}n i
v will attend the conferences and wat will be the content and order the—
agenda for the discussions. Since, in our past experience with Conmunigk
negobiators, they have usually tried and often succeeded in wranglimg in-
tepainzbly over .such matters, it appears-to-me-of the utmost importance bhat we~
not step the bombing until these matters are settlad.” We can-not zﬂlfhlr.r have.-
ground to believe that subsequemt negotiations will be "productivs" until these
points are_agreeds -
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Questions Relating to the Coming Negotiations in Paris

1. Do we continue to stand on the San Antonio formula or has it been
- invalidated, wholely or in part, by enemy action?

2, If we insist that, before stopping our bombing, we must be assured

that the subsequent talks will be "prompt" and "productive", what evidence will
we require on these two points?

3. What is the value of continued aerial reconnaissance of North Viet-lam
during a bombing pause? Is it negotiable? If so, what would we take for it?

L. What is our position on the role of the GVN and the NLF in the coming
negotiations?

S. In applying the cne man-one vote principle, are we willing, if
necessary, to sacrifice the present constitutional structure in South Viet-Nam
and start again from scratch in forming a popularly elected goverrment?

6. What "carrcts" are we prepared to contribute to a satisfactory
re_.tiated settlement in terms of guarantees of the settlement, political and
scc.omic aid to North Viet-Nam, repair of war damage?

DECLASSIFIED
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ACTION

A

&
Sunday, May 5, 1968 -- 1‘351:.::.

Mr. Preslident:

I regeet to report, despite your lastruction
to me acd my Instructlon to State, the messcage
to the Vatlcan bas been held up until now, Here-
with a proposed draft from you to His Holiness.

I have taken the liberty of adding a phrase
in iok ca the second page.

W. W. Rostow

M
essage approved DECLASSIFIED
i 0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ_932.28¢
Czll meo By icor , NARA Date g-23-78¥
~SBERET-
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Arembassy ROME 36
3 9 ?- 2 Ff{’
STATE By sea  NARA Date2-23-2%
NODLS
L. Please convey to Vatican following message €rom President

Johnson in response Lo message fram Pope Paul given te USG by
Apestolic Deleqation April 30:
BEGIN TEXT.

Your Holiness:

1 was deeply hn-nnheif_,. =z your message offering the
Apostolic Puildings under your jurisdickion as a location for
preliminary meetings on peace in Viet-Nam.

I acimowledge with despest thanks the desire to conkribute
' to the cause of peace which inspiced your offer.

As yow Know( CICUETIZIITLTNEI afber considerable difficulby
in seatching for a mutually acceptable place where these convec— . on

sabions might accur in a fair and iMpartial atmosphere, we/were
able to reach agreemenkt with Noerth Viet-Nam ko have our repre-
sentatives meet in Paric for discussiens beginning May 1o.

As we approach these negobiatioms, I veaffimm to you my
dedicaktion to the task of finding at the conference tabile

EA/VN:HIsham: jm 5-4 4536 EA - Philip C. Habib

White House - g R st el A A
s/AH-Mr. Davidson

—SEERET=NCTTS

=Ty Corrections made gn orginal green MUST be mada on this and othar
L o b ]
B-E5 Us-322 « flimsy work copies bolere delivery 10 Telecommunications Operations Division
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ROME
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the means by which b;m sacrifices of all the peoples involved may be

andmlandun:nrv !actn ved .
1 wish AP

I '*;—: > again {e:p::eﬁs 4o Your Holiness my deep geakitude
for your impartial M&Mujumﬁﬁmmmﬁmq peace. May our
labors centinue 4o be quided and supported by your prayers.

tyndon B. Johnson END TEXT

END

Camiiions. made oo ongine: green MUST be made on this and other -
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{5, L4
May 5, 1968 gl
For President's use with Louls Heren and Willlam Rees-Mogg of Lenden Times
Monday, May 6, 1968

With the epening of negetiations In Parls this week, there ls little
I eught to say -- or can say.

== Wa are still net clear that Hanol I prepared E-m--u
regard as an henorable peace settloament,

== Our ldeas remaln what they have alwaye been:

a. re-gotablish the DMZ at the 17th parallel as a respected
truce lise and lsave the unifization of Vietnam teo psaceful
precesses In the future;

b. hoasr the 1962 Lase Accerds: all foreign forces out of Lass
and no Inflltratien;

€. & ohe-man ¢ne-vota solutloa to the pelitics of South Vistnam.,

== Militarlly and politically the men in Hanol have worked oa analegy
with 1954 and the French, But the situation lo different:

. there ls an independent constitutional government in Salgea
and highly natlesalistic South Visinamsse armed forces which
survived ia goed style the Tet attacks which almed to destrey
them,

b. there are thereughly cempaetent U, 8, ferces which demenstrated
at Khe Sanh and elsewhere thoy ware not subject to Nerth
Vistsamaese tactical defeat.

¢. thare ls an American Presldent whe -- mallke Mendes-France
In 1954 -~ ls not cemmitted to pesace at any price.

d. In my judgment, there ls bohind this Presideat and his
successor & bedy of citisons which wants an honorable peace
but will net run out on South Vietnam eor Asla.



By __dtears S, Date_& -A5-£Y

M’] H-.-r !I l“‘l —— ““n p-lll.
Mr. Presldeat:
Your meeting temerreow, Monday, May 6, 1968, 1:00 p.m. on segeotiatiens.

Attached memoerandum covers the mals lssuwes we can expect to encounter
in talks with Hanel.

Yeou may wish to ask Sec. Rusk te make the polnts In the first paragraph
otiatisns » You may wish me to call him before the meeting

(Negotiations in Context)
and lay the growndwork for this epeaing appreach.
Yeou Ho Call me

I belleve Bec. Rusk has designated Nick Katseabach te preseat Hasel's
positien at the meeting. If that is agresabls, you may wish to ask Nick to
maks the first preseatatiea.

Then you could ask Goverser Harrimaa to make kis respease.

You might then ask the others presest to commenat on beth. presentations,
beginning with Sec. Rusk and Sec. Clifford.

You may wish to conflae the discussion te the cessatlon of bembing, which
will be our priacipal coacera in the days and weeks ahead.

But you might ask: What Is sur position en s coasafire?

Nick could prasesat Hanel's pesitisa. Harrimaa could present our stand,

You may thea wish to ask: What U they prepese s cealitica geveramaent?

Agala, Katseabach could preseat Hanol's stand; Harriman our answer.

The most Impertant aspect of this meeting ls for all hands te hear from the
President that:

== We are sesking an hoasst settlomeat that will hold up Ila histery.

== That you will not be rushed.

== That yeu will net be divertsd by demestic pressures or world
opinion.

Tu“hWTmhanpﬂlldm and let the
ensmy do his own megetlating. !, W. Rostow
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—TOPSECRET — e —

Suaday, May 5, 1968 -- 4:55 p.m.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Guidelines for Negetistiens Meeting, Meaday, May 6, 1968, 1:00 p.m.
Negetiations in Coatext
(You may wish to have Sec. Rusk make these polnts at the beglaning. )

Talks ia Paris will be caly cas arena where the outcome of the Vietsam
coaflict will be detarmined. Others are:

L The battloground in Vietaam.

2. The pelitical struggle ia South Vietaam, and particularly the stabllity
and streagth of the GVN, Hasel's main target.

3. World public oplalea,
4. The pelitical and paycholegical climate in the U. 8,

Every move we make should be goared to these flve dimenslieas., But the
assessment of 4 should be left whelly with the President.

Basic Rulss for Ne 9.
1. Pursws the geals of the U, 5. by every means.

Z. Protoct the interests of the legitimate, ceastitulional geverament of
Seuth Vietaam,

3. Dena't segetiate for Hanel; they can argus their own positien,

Major Issuss Liksly to Arise.
First Round

Hanel's positiea 0.8 altien

Step wacoaditicnally the bembing State reasons for hemblag.
and all othor acts of war agalast Demand reciprecity.
the Nerth. == Reestablish DMZ with strengthened

ok, 1.3 At of.1962 Agreement on Lao4..















INFORMATION

CONFIBENTIAL

Saturday, May 4, 1968
6:20 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith an account of o
ceaversatiea between Blll Macomber
and Senater Fulbright, which Sse. Rusk
belleves will interest you.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
Whita House Guidsilines, Feb, 24, 1983
By H,,g;% , NARA, Date (5 -pt -

"



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON DBECLASSIFIED
£.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ __77- 2%

By » ,NARA Date 0. 51

May 3, 1968
MEMORANMDUM FOR THE SECRETARY
FROM: H - William B, Macomber, Jr. Wﬁfﬁ

SUBJECT: Conversation with Senator Fulbright

After the Foreign Relations Committee hearings this
morning, Senator Fulbright asked me into his office to
talk there about the forthcoming US-Hanoi negotiatioms,.
The Senator was very pleased about the agreement of Paris
as a site and termed it as the first really good news
he had in a long time. But his main purpose in talking
to me was to urge that the Administration make Senator
Mansfield and Senator Cooper a part of the US negotiat-
ing team., This, of course, is not a new suggestion on
the part of Senator Fulbright, but he was pressing it
very hard in his remarks to me this morning. By way of
precedent, he referred to the role of Senators Connally
and Vandenberg in the 1940's (in 1946 these two Senators
were appointed '"Special Congressional Advisers'" to the
U.S. delegation to a series of foreign ministers meetings
in Paris where the subject of post-World War II peace
treaties was being discussed,)

Senator Fulbright's main point, however, was not
one of precedent but rather the following. He asserted
t..at if the North Vietnamese prove to be unyielding and
iz effect adopt positions which make it impossible to
ni-zotiate a satisfactory settlement, the presence of men
1'xe Mansfield and Cooper on the delegation would greatly
s-rengthen the Administration's hand at home. He then
repeated his assertion chat Amb. Harriman is regarded as _n-
flexible by the doves and, therefore, would not be credi:-
able in this regard. He added that Vance was a "military
man" and that he also, therefore, did not carry adequate
weight with the doves. He said, nowever, that if what

—ECONF IO LA L—










ACTION

Saturday, May 4, 1968 -~ 6:15 p.m.

~

Mr. Procident:

The present tentative thought at State ls that the Parls
delegation will lsave at 7:30 a.m. on Thureday, May 9,
arviving 8:00 p. m. -- with ths epportualty to get a good nighi's
sleep before the Friday meetiag -- If there io ome.

COusstion: Do yeu wish to see them before they leave,
perhaps on the White House lawa?

If so, they could, of course, leave later,

Your guldance requasted.

WWRostow:rln

A el



—GCONPIDENTIAL] SENSEIVE— Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 4:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

You should know that Governor Harriman, at a meeting last Thursday
of Katzenbach's committee, argued, in effect, that the '"domestic political
scene'' required that we seek a quick settlement, even at some cost fo
our interests.

Andy Goodpaster today told me that after presenting a paper to Harriman
(copy attached) he replied: we can't get all we'd like because of domestic
political factors.

Harriman may be reflecting your wishes on this matter,
But -« if not -~ [ would assume that the President should judge the

domestic political factor at each stage of the negotiation, in the context
of each negotiating issue.

If that judgment is correct, you may wish to tell cur negotiators on
Monday that their job is to achieve U. 5. objectives in Southeast Asia and
leave it to the President to assess at sach stage, on each issue, the extent
to which domestic politics plays a role -- if, indeed, it has a role.

W. W. Rostow

—SECRET/SENSITIVE-attachment

_17-28¢
By aco , NARA Date 2-23-9#
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
THE NATIOMAL WAR COLLEGE

OFFICZ OF THEZ COMMANDANT
WASHINGTON, DG 20315

23 April 1568

MEMORANDUM FOR: Goverror Harriman
Mr, Vance

The attached memorandum proposes that we use, &5
a central negotiating eriterion for the talks with Haned, what

each side is able (or thinks it will be able) to achieve on the
battlefield.

Among the values of having and using such a critericn
are the following:

a. It links military prospects on the ground
with posture at the conference table.

b. It offers a ready response to those who
propose making unrealistic demands upon the NVN/VC side,
or making unnecessary concessicns by the US/SVN side.

¢. It provides a simple basis for understanding
and support of the course of negotiations by responsible authori=

ty within the United States Government,

d, It suggests practical working boundaries
within which the elements of a realistic yet acceptably safe
settlement could coaceivably bea negotiated.

1 Att A, J. Goodpaster
as
5 i A 1”-&-?1\"
: v O 3.0
7‘3’ e
EI« 3 Date 222 3.23: ?r
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DEFARTMENT CF DEFENSE
THE NAT.IOMAL WAR CCLLEGZ
SFFCI OF THZ COMMANDANT
WASHINCTON, D, 5L

23 April 1063

MEMORANDUM FOR: Governor Harriman
Mr, Vance

SUBJECT: Central negotiating criterion for talks with Hancl

1. In considering possible avenues for negotiation, =
criterion of central importance will be what each side is acle (cr
thinks it will be able) to achieve on the battlefield. In schematic,
generalized terms:

a, Efforts to get either side to give up through negotic-
tions what it is able to achieve on the battlefield--especially
achievemeants having direct, positive value to the side--will certainly
encounter the highest order of resistance.

b. Conceivably, what one side or the other is not able o
achieve on tHe battlefield--together with achievements which are znct
a. themselves of direct, positive value--should be more suscepiib.e

t0 negotiation,

2. Negotiation may not be wholly impossible in the case of
lz above, Some cbjectives, though possibly attainable, may involve
00 high a price in lives, resource costs, and political pressures.
Moreover, if the ocbjective is one that could be tolerated by the other
side if pursued by non-viclent means, peaceful arrangements con-
stituting a mutually acceptable alternative to continued combat mighs
conceivably be worked out in negotiations, Within the scope of 1b
above, negotiation should be easier. Even in this case, however,
one must expect hard and long argument over just what one sice or
tke other can or can not achiave on the baitlefield.

3, The following paragraphs present the above coacept in
more concrete terms.

4. We have now weathered the worst the Communists cculc
throw at us, in the Tet offensive, with full advantage of surprise and
concentration., Short of GVXN collapse or U.S. cave-in, they cannot
achieve on the battlefield a takeover in South Vietnam, (and in Zact

\SSIFIED
8, Sec. 3.6
72 ‘?K__ = —SEeRET—rSENSIE B —
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; INFORMATION
N

THE WHITE HOUSE b4

-
WASMINOTON

by *o EE";“‘"F“"I- SANITIZED Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 3:45 p.m

E.O. 12958, Scc. 3.6
NLJfA¢ 20327 ED 12958 2. A0 11=25Yrs

MR, PRESIDENT: By b, NARA, Date p-ti-0/ &

Herewith Special Watch Committee report on North Korea as of 1030 teday.

In.oppant months, information from several sources,

ED12958
JAh1=25Yrs
(Gl

reveal their plans.

2, Tha curreat disposition of North Korean armed forces along the
BElZ is such that they could imitiate a major attack without any prior warning,
We have not detectad, based on our limited evidencs, that they have reinforced
or are reinforcing the DMZ area, nor have we notsed other significant mititary
— indications of a North Korean intention to initizte major hostilitiss.

JAIDN1I=25Yrs
15}

3. ThegNerth Koreans are undoubtadly aware that a major attack on
tha South would involve great risks of escalation. Despite any hope in
Pyongyang that the U. 5. is overburdened by the Vietnam fighting, the regime
should be aware that the U, 5, might well mount a quick and destructive
response to any major attack from the North. The Pyongyang regime would
also have considerable reservations about the degree of Soviet and Chinese
ajd in the- “rI;I stages of mejor hostilities, Wesdo not belisve that Pyongyang
imtendy to initiate major hostilities in the mear future. Jée-cannot, however,
rule out the possibility that North Korea may take some serious military
action as a result of a miscalculatdion of U,5. policy or of ROK attitudes
and capabilities,

4, Mhiiitary actions short of a major attack are likely and would be seen
in Pyongyang as promoting its objectives in the area without creating the
immediate danger of full-scale retaliation, ~8ach actions could also be taken

without prior warning.
M Rostow

E0 12958 2 4(bM1)=25Yrs
{H]
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ACTION

Satarday, May 4, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 3:20 p. m,

SUBJECT: Speech by Harriman

Averell will be speaking in New York Monday night when he receives
the second annual Roosevelt Memorial Award. Text is attached.

The first part is mainly recollections of Roosevelt and the New Dasal.
The sensitive portion is the foreign policy segment, especially pp. 9-10.

I question the wisdom, on the eve of talks in the French capital, of
sharply criticizing the past French role in Indochina (p. 9). I doubt the utili-
ty of suggesting that Ho Chi-minh might have become an "Asian Tito" --
which is an argoment our critics often raise to attack our policy.

Finally, I strongly recommedd that he not express his hope that
"megotiations can be concluded under the direction of President Johnson
during the remaining months of his term in office,' That sounds far too much
like Mendes-France and may mislead Hanol into thinking we are prepared for
major concessions to meet our own time limits.

You may wish to discuss this with Averell. If you prefer me to talk
with him, I will need your guidance.

lef
W. W. Rostow

Att

I will discuss with Harriman

You talk with Harriman and
reflect the thoughts above

Speech is all right

Call me

WJJorden:wpt
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Roosevelt had the courage to experiment and then turn to
a new method if the experiment did not succeed,
He was influenced by Keynes' economic theories, and tried,

not always successfully, to apply them. It remained for Truman
hand. € Gt ke ﬁ".,.{
to adopt more consistent economic direction :I.n the transitinn

"‘yu A

from war to peacetime production and to-wldnpt. lpm:'.'l.fir. prngra:ml, "
6
’f' F,p
But it has been Presidents Kennedy and Johnson who fulljr ':,,..-

such-as the Employment Act of 1946,

developed the "new economics' that has led to eight years of
continuing rise in economic growth and increased employment.
My Republican friends here tonight will, I hope, forgive me for
suggesting that the Republicans, when they were in power, were
inclined to leave too much to uninhibited economic forces, which
led to a succession of ups and downs in economic activity. In
justice, perhaps we should say that we learned frum—@; experience.

Roosevelt's second revolution concept related to the
responsibilities of the Federal Government to the people. He
faced an economic crisis more severe than any in our history.
Though his first. concern was recovery, he saw clearly the need for
reform as well,

Roosevelt's Eegialar.ive programs and apuctﬁ:znts werc based |:||t‘=“|Ir
one fundamental belief and one fundamental b_ﬁlde;‘.' ““wout the role that
Government must play in human affairs. This mE: “d a complete

break, not only with the past, but with the th






























MEMORANDUM
D
THE WHITE HOUSE __{-r"’"
WAILHINGTON Saturday, May 4, 1968
3 pm

Mr. President:

Bus Wheeler, J.P. McConnell and I have met with
Dan Hornig to discuss the bombing campaign.

Dan Hornig advanced the proposition that the enemy's
major infiltration and resupply effort was not a result
of your 31 March speech. We were all in agreement that
the enemy began this effort at least a month earlier =--
in order to recoup his heavy losses and to follow-up
on his Tet offensive.

Hornig concludes, therefore, that a decision to
expand the bombing would have no impact on the enemy.
The rest of us conceded that expanding the bombing
would probably have no impact on the enemy's intentions,
but we felt that it would have a significant military
impact on the enemy's costs and patterns of infiltration.

J.P. and Bus, in my view, made a persuasive case
for the proposition that you can do a more effective
job of interdiction if you have a larger area to work
in so that the enemy has to run the guantlet for a
longer period of time.

J.P. agreed that Hornig's estimate that the enemy
probably loses 35% of his supplies in transit is as
good as any. However, he feels that it is not proper
to base future decisions on the past estimates that
25% have been destroyed in Laos and only 10% in North
Vietnam. He notes that the 25% factor represents a
major increase in bombing effectiveness in Lacs. He
expects that interdiction in North Vietnam in the coming
months will improve by a factor of 3. He noted that
Harcld Brown thinks it could go up by a factor of 5.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ _97-3p3
By .co , NARA Date#-1-9 7

el aln’
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Saturday, May 4, 1968
Ipm,

MR, PRESIDENT:
You should mow that the smemy is

now mertaring Damsmg, Pleiku, Dalat and
Chu Lal,

W. W. Bostow

f Jete



INFORMATION

—SECRET—
Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 2:20pm
Mr. Preslident:
Thls ceaversation betweea
Mac Bundy and Debryaln oa April 26
will intsrest you.

I have side-lined key passages.

W. W. Rostow

WWRoastow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
White Housa Guidelines, Fati:j{,

nr_z:Zs,_.unm.nm =

1983 _
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

I had lunch with Ambassador Dobrynin on Friday, April 26. The meeting was at my
initiative but at his Embassy. The vodka and lobster were excellent, This was the
most informal and candid of all my talks with Dobrynin.

1. My business in proposing the meeting was to enlist the Ambassador in an effort to
get Gvishiani to lead a Soviet delegation to the Sussex meeting on "common problems

of advanced societies. " I described the situation as it now stands -- the British lead,
the widespread response, and the remaining Soviet hesitation over the German problem.
I told him that we were still anxious not to press for governmental decision, and he
strongly agreed with this approach. Indeed he pressed for evidence that the Sussex
meeting was nongovernmental, and I cited the fact that the formal invitation would come
from Sussex University. I described Zuckerman's current proposal -- that the Soviets
could bring anyone they like as part of their own group (including, by implication, an
East German) and I suggested that a non-German Eastern country could probably be
included if that would help. I also said that while our first purpose had been and still
was to open a new line of serious communication with the Soviet Union, the project

was beginning to take on a life of its own because of the intense interest it aroused in
many countries, so that I could not tell him that the idea would wait indefinitely for

the Russians; the Sussex meeting, for example, was now sure to bappen. Dobrynin
told me that he remained personally favorable to the project and would raise the

matter both with Gvishiani and through official channels.

2. After our discussion on the suggested center for the study of common problems of
advanced societies, the Ambassador surprised me by opening the subject of the Middle
, East with some energy. He said that he thought nothing could be done as long as the
" 1 U. 8. would not use its influence on Israel, and when I asked whether the Soviet Union
| was prepared to use its influence on the U. A. R., he not only did not say no, but
' seemed strongly interested in the possibility -- not today, but later, we agreed -- that
the U. 5. and the Soviet Union might have very private talks to examine the terms
that each might be willing to support with its friends in the area. We reviewed some
of the familiar pieces of the puzzle and while Dobrynin did not depart from the basic
Soviet line, he was less resistant than I expected to my assertion that anyone who
:  wanted the Israelis to withdraw from the Canal would have to say something about
- Israeli shipping through the Canal, (I do not myself regard the Canal as the central
element in the problem, but I made that obvious point in reply to his standard ploy on
withdrawal.) The deposit which the exchange left in my mind was that Dobrynin would
be personally favorable to a policy of detente by little steps in this area, but that he

~£EERBE






“SECRES- -3-

" bases, to which no one is invited in any circumstances. Dobrynin said he had explained
| that the crazy Ame ricans thought their air bases were dandy places for receptions
and entertainment of all sorts, and eventually the Chairman calmed down and settled
for a polite Soviet explanation to us that an air base would not be understood by third
_parties.

-, 4. In speaking of Glassboro, Dobrynin made an interesting comment on the exchange
between Bob McNamara and Kosygin on the ABM. He said that both he and his Chair-
man had been gravely disappointed by McNamara's presentation. Given the degree of
Dobrynin's candor on other subjects, I was much struck by the energy and firmness

- with which he associated himself with his principal on this point. He said that in their
view McNamara had said nothing more than had already been said publicly by the
Americans many times and had given them nothing concrete in terms of facis and
figures which would show seriousness. I expressed my surprise, without arguing the
point, and said that we on our side had been much disappointed by the Chairman's
polemical and even propagandistic response. I asked Dobrynin whether he thought this
subject remained one on which there could be really serious private exchanges, and

. , he said that he did indeed think so. He said one of the things which had bothered them

~ 'about the McNamara demarche at Glassboro was that it had taken place in rather a
large group at luncheon. Dobrynin told me that the President had checked with him
briefly before giving McNamara the go-ahead signal, and my impression was that he

blamed himself for not having tried to steer the President off this tack at the time. 3

I myself continue to believe that Bob McNamara made a much more serious effort
than Kosygin and Dobrynin apparently give him credit for, but from the point of view
of the future I think the interesting point is that Dobrynin himself clearly thinks some- “
thing better can be done on both sides. My own impression is that the best way to ex-

. plore this subject further would be for the President or the Secretary to designate
either McNamara himself or some other trusted and highly knowledgeable individual to
explore it directly with Dobrynin, Talks with Dobrynin can be wholly secure, and all
the evidence suggests that what is discussed with him gets reported effectively to the
highest levels.

5. In informal conversation before lunch, Ambassador Dobrynin displayed a high -

degree of understanding of election-year politics in the United States. He seemed to

have a clear and sympathetic appreciation of the positions of the leading candidates, :

and as always I think we are fortunate that a man of his caliber is reporting on American
3 affairs to Moscow.

bfuy. Tt
MecGeorge Bundy



INFORMATION

—SEGRET—
Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 1:50 pm
Mr. Preusldent:

These talks with Thieu and Do reveal
Vieinamgse anxisties about Parls as the

place for anything more than preliminary
talke.

'-i 'l l“t“

WWRostow:rla
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2006

STATE GRNC
a—EEE—G—R—!*T—ShIEDH 26415

NODIS

REF 3 STATE 157337

{« 1 SAW THIEU THIS MORMING AND GAVE HIM THE FULL ENGLISH
YEXT OF DRV FOREIGN MINISTRY .STATEMENT aAND PRESIDENT'S
STATEMENT, BOTH OF WHICH HE READ CAREFULLY.

a2, THIEU COMMENTED THAT HANOI®S STATEMENT WAS TYPICALLY
COMMUNIST. HE THOUGHT THAT PARIS WAS SATISFACTORY FOR THE
PRELIMINARY US/DRV TALKS BUT CONSIDERED THAT AS A SITE FOR
THE SUBSEQUENT TALKS IT WOULD RAISE SERIOUS PROBLEMS HERE. HE
ELABORATED BY SAYING THAT THERE WERE STILL MANY APPREHENSIONS
AND MEMORIES OF FRANCE'S ACTIONS 1IN
SOUTH VIET=-NAM. HE WONDERED WHETHER THE FRENCH WOULD NOT

TRY TO GAIN A MAJOR MEDIATING ROLE IN THE TALKS, ESPECIALLY IN
ORDER TO REGAIN LNFLUENCE THROUGHOUT FORMER FRENCH INDO-CHINA,.

HE THOUGHT TH1S WAS ONE OF DEGAULLE'S PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVES.

THIEU WAS EUQUALLY CONCERNED AT DEGAULLE®S OBVIOUS PARTISAN
ATTITUDE TOWARD NVN AS COMPARED WITH-HIS HIGHLY CRITICAL ATTITUDE.
TOWARDS US AND GVN CONDUCT OF THE WAR. HE CONCLUDED THEREFORE
THAT SERIOUS SUSPICIONS WOULD BE AROUSED HMERE AS TO WHETHER PARIS
WAS AN ADEQUATELY NEUTRAL SITE FOR THE SUBSTANTIVE NEGOTIATIONS,

3. 1 POINTED OUT THAT IT SEEMS' TO US DEGAULLE AND THE.FRENCH
GOVERNMENT WOULD.  HAVE TO LEAN OVER BACKWARDS TO BE SCRUPULOUSLY
FAIR AND TO AVOID PROBLEMS ARISING. IF THEY AROSE, WE WOULD BE IN

A POSITION TO CHANGE THE SITE. I ADDED THAT WE NOW HAD EVIDENCE OF
THE DRV GIVING IN TWICE, FIRST, IN NOT AWALTING THE TOTAL CESSATION
OF BOMBING FOR TALXS, AND SECOND, IN NOT INSISTING IN THE LAST
ANALYSIS QN PHNOM PENH OR WARSAW. WE THEREFORE CONCLUDED THAT

THEY WANTED TALKS AND HAD BEEN HURT, THIEU AGREED BUT wAS CONCERNED
AT THE ADVANTAGE FOR HANOI FROM THE BOMBING BEING LIMITED TO SOUTH
OF 2P DEGREE. HANO1l WAS NOW ABLE TO BUILD UP ITS STRENGTH. IN THE
NORTH AND TO CONTINUE TO INFILTRATE AT A HIGH RATE IN THE SOUTH.-l
REMARKED 1N THIS CONNECTION THAT WE-HAD MEARD.FROM VIENTIANE

THAT THE MONSOON WAS BEGINNING AND COULD AFFECT. INFILTRATION,

BUT THIEU CLAIMED THAT 'THEY HAD

8 9Q
'MAY 4, 1968
:0

By w* ,

1554 “WHEN THEY ABANDONED

TENT. ALL-WEATHER ROAD™ NOW ~ ™"

o

8
T. 5' A-“l

RECLASSIFIED
F.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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Saturday, May 4, 1968 -- 1:30 p.m.

Mizr. Presldant:
The Jarring missloa is ruaning out of steam,

We have two cholcos: (1) We can maks a last-minutes effort to
geot negotiations golag under Jarriag; or (2Z) we can walt and face tha
problem of what to do when he resigne after he has submlitted his final

report. Delag anything sigaificant elther now or later will require some
sort of heart-te-haart talk with lsrasl.

I beliove that the situation has now reached a stage whare no one
but you sheuld decids our courss. Dolag nething now may well be a
declsloa to let the Jarring miesion die.

Ualess you are coafldent that we are on the right course, I recommaend
a special mooting soon to hear argument on what our course should be.

W. W. Rostow

Set up s maotlag
"___ _
NLI_ 972-28F
Call me___ By zio . Dalea-a23-9¢€

WWRostow:rla —CGONTFIDENTIAL —
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May 4, 1968

Send LDX to Ben Read, Department of State, from Walt Rostow

Following is message to General de Gaulle from the President,

to be transmitted through our Embassy Parls.

I am pleased we have found Iln Parls a place where both
sldes can begln the process of making peace in Southeast Asla,
I shall always remember your response to my statement of
March 31 and appreciate the willingness of the Government of

France to make a place available on your soll.

I'JE'-'.‘-L:'thSHFIr:‘FEitL s

White Housa Guidelines, Fe

By ; , NARA, Date & 493}
~CONFIDENTIAL |

WWERostow:rln
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INFORMATION

— alies,

(€}
Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 8:45 am
Mr. President:
SANITIZED
The latest CLA estimate is that" I'?LG 12958, S:cf.ﬁ
more than 80, 000 troops have been J -

' ate §réi o]
deployed towards South Vietnam from By NARA, Dateef
the North in the flrst 4 months of 1968,

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION

SECRET
Saturday, May 4, 1968 - 8:40am
Mr. Preeldent:
Herewlith Thleu agrees to
June 18-19 for his vielit; although he
does not wlsh to announce untll after

he makes his cablnet changes In
mld—Ml.j".

W. W. Rostow

Salgon 26388

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidalines, Feb 24, 1883

Efdgj.a. NARA, Date L-d-93
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ACTION SS 70
INFO CIAE 08,DODE 08,NSAE 08,NSCE 02,SSO la.ustz o2, /072 W
P R 2405007 MAY 68
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1973
INFO CINCPAC FOR POLAD DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
~a4-=-a-p £ 2 SAIGON 26388 NLJ  F7-28/
LIMDIS By__w? _, NARA Date -$~1/

REF ¢ STATE 156719
SUBJ: STATE VISIT BY PRESIDENT THIEU

1. THIEU AGREED YESTERDAY JUNE 18-19 DATE. WE DID NOT RPT NOT
DISCUSS TIMING OF ANNOUNCEMENT, SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO THINK
ABOUT THIS. MY GUESS IS THAT HE WILL NOT WANT IT ANNOUNCED UNTIL
AFTER HE MAKES HIS CABINET CHANGES IN MID-MAY.

2. MRS. THIEU WILL ACCOMPANY.

PEREER—RUNIIR 26388 6 F-8=R=E—T

3. WE WILL WORK UP SPECIFIC PROGRAM AND SUBMIT SOONEST. I
DISCOURAGED THE IDEA OF HIS ADDRESSING JOINT LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ON GROUNDS THIS IS NOT RPT NOT USUAL NOW, VHILE SOME YEARS AGOD

IT WaS FREQUENT PRACTICE. I SAID THAT I THINK BUI DIEM WILL

BE LOOKING INTO THIS ASPECT OF VISIT WHEN HE RETURNS TO WASHINGTON.
(I THINK IF THIEU MEETS SOME SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN IT.WILL

SATISFY HIs EEQUIHEHEHTS;J
AsmIO
—‘_St&fﬁiitﬂ I.Hlb

BUNKER



INFORMATION

Saturday, May 4, 1968 -- B:40 am

Mr. Presldent:

Herewlth a good statement by
Gorton on the Parls site.

W. W, Rostow

Canberra 5425

wwrostow:rln
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INFORMATION

—SECRET

Saturday, May 4, 1968 Dy_cé

B:15 a.m.
Mr, Presldent:

In the light of thls report that the
North Koreans might attack South Korea
soon -- and other uneasy slgnals -- the
Intelllgence communlty ls worklag hard
on a {reeh assessment of North Korean
Intentions.

You may be recelving a request to
sanction a reconnalssance flight over
North Korea.

W, W, Rostow

WWERostow:rln

1. 5€)
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Dal:

SUBEJECT & NORTH KOREA'S INTENTION TO ATTACK SOUTH KOREA
AND THUS DIVERT AMERICAN POWER AWAY FROM VIETNAM

i
—

ACQ :
SOUHCE 2

SUMMARY: - NORTH KOREA CANNOT TRAIN ZAPU UNCONVENTIONAL

WARFARZ CANDIDATES AT THIS TIME BECAUSE .IT EXPECIS TO BE,

IN A STATE OF WAR SOON, NORTH

SANITIZED -
ELO. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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KREA INTENDS TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK AGAINST SOUTH KOREA
SIMULTANEOUS WITH THE OPENING OF "SERIOUS™ NEGOTIATIONS
EETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND NORTK VIETNAM FOR SETTLE- |
MENT OF THE VIETNAM WAR. THE NORTH KOREANS BELIEVE THE

* AMERICANS WILL SHIFT A LARGE PORTION OF THEIR MILITARY

POWER TO KOREA TO PROTECT SOUTH KOREA AND THUS WEAKEN ITS
POSITION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH HANOI. END OF SUMMARY.,

1. ETHAN DUBE, TOP ZAPU INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, TRAVELED
TO NORTH KOREA IN MID-APRIL ON A NORTH KOREAN TRAVELv
GRANT TO DISCUSS NORTH KOREAN TRAINING OF ZAPU UNCONVEN-
TIONAL WARFARE CANDIDATES. COMMENT :  ZAPU R

ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL EDWARD NDLOKVU VISITED NORTH
KOREA LAST MAY AND NEGOTIATED AN AGREEMENT FOR NORTH

KOREA TO TRAIN 18 ZAPU MEN, ZAPU ACTING PRESIDENT JAMES
ROBERT CHIKEREMA HAD ASKED THE NORTK KOREAN EMBASSY IN °

DAR ES SALAAM TO INCREASE THE'NUNBER OF TRAINEES TO "42 OR
50). | | S

2. DUBE DISCUSSED THE PROBLEM WITH A "HIGH-LEVEL .. =

OFFICER" IN THE NORTH KOREAN PREMIER'S OFFICE ON 22 APRIL.

—NO—FOREHON-D S EM—
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DT - 3 MAY 1968
COuNTRY KORTH KOREA

oot | Mn 3 19462

SUBJECT MILITANT MOOD OF STUDENTS IN NORTH KOREA

ACQ '

FOURCE

2. P'YONGYANG, 28 FEBRUARY 1968-- "YOU PROBABLY WILL THINK
UNIFICATION OF THE FATHERLAND IS SOMETHING TO BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED,
AND WHAT I AM TRYING TO TELL YOU IS WHAT UNIFICATION OF THE FATHER-

LAND IMPLIES., UNIFICATION MEANS WAR, DRIVING OUT THE AMERICANS. I

3 HAVE LEARNED TO SHOOT AT SCHOOL AND WILL PROBABLY JOIN THE ARMY WHEN 5
4 4
3 THE WAR BREAKS OUT, I MAY LIVE OR BE KILLED WHEN THE.WAR BREAKS OUT. ;
2 .
J e e e 1
o CONFIOENTINE T i st
= SusmrEnaosiienil T T (auersa wonbrolsl 2 %
SANITIZED : -
I mlhﬂ.ﬁ § . .._._... . - e e g ey~ AT

Byaiar. NARA, Dar ._é,..g 3,
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Friday, May 3, 1968 -- 8:00 p.m.

Mr. President:
Harewith a CIA warning of attacks in relatlon to sagotiations.
You should know that, om = purely personal basis, I talked to
Gea., Wheelsr about this problem -- notiag amoag other things that

May 8 is the date of both the fall of Dien Blea Phu and the opening of
the Gaseva Conference of 1954.

He will assure Westy is fully alert.

W. W. Rostow

WWEHostow:rln
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGERCY SANTTIZED
Directorate of Intelligence E.O. 12958, Sec
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Hanol's Paris Initlative and the Possi-

hility of a Mew Communist Military Offen-
sive

1. The timing of Hanoi's move to break the dead-
lock on selection of a site for talks with the US may .
well be related to Vietnamese Communist preparations--
apparently nearing completion--to launch major offen-

glve military actions. The North Vietnamese may hope

to push political developments in the war along to the
point where they can be most directly orchestrated with
Communist military plans in South Vietnam. There have
S2en numerous indications that the Communists are gear-
ing up for ancther major offensive, most likely in

the months of May or June.’ Hanoi may have feared

that if the deadlock over the site of talks persisted
much longer, the political impact of any new military
push would have been largely lost. In view of its
decision some months ago to move to a "fight-talk"
stage of the war, Hanoi would probably wigh to prevent
such a development if possible. T

2. At the time of their 3 April offer of "con-
tacts" with the US, the North Vietnamese may have
anticipated fairly rapid progress toward a full bhomb-
ing halt and the initiation of formal talks on a

gettlement of the war. . Communist military activities

in April may have been specifically tailored to the
prospective diplomatic dialogue. The drop in major
enemy military initiatives in early April may have been
intended in part to improve the atmosphere for pre-
liminary contacts with the US designed to obtain a

Mote: This memorandum w g0l CIA.

f"""-!---'-—'I_
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Friday, May 3, 19468 -~ T7:45 p.m.

My, Preosldeat:

The author of this ls an old
Yugeslav antl- Communist whe works
somewhere In the Pantagen, There ls a
great deal of wisdom In it, altheugh one
need not agree with every werd.

Hls comment oa the characteristice

roquired of the U, 8. delegatiea (pp. 6-9)
I would aceopt.

W. W. Rostow

WWERostew:rln
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CONFIDENTIAL Friday, May 3, 1968 — ?'fmt(::f‘.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Visit with Parliamentary Delegation from Viet-Nam

A delegation from the two houses of the new National
Agsembly in Viet-Nam will be in Washington May 10-14. They
were invited by a group of House members.

In the attached, Secretary Rusk strongly recommends
that you agree to recelve the delegation during their visit here.
They would deeply appreciate the opportunity for a personal
meeting. Such a session would underline your support for moves
toward representative government in South Viet-Nam,

The delegation is composed of six Senators and six
Representatives.

I concur in Secretary Rusk's recommendation.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

Will see delegation

Prefer not to meet

Call me

Whita Houss Culrctines, Fab, 24, 1563

E."—':l-?—_._., NARA. Dals. o7 _-.« 3
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON <24

May 2, 1968

CONRINENSTAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Appeointment for Delegation from
Naticnal Assembly of Viet-Nam

Recommendation:

I suggest that you receive a delegation from the
National Assembly of Viet-Nam when they are in Washington
during the period May 10-14. The delegation will hold
informal discussions with a group of 26 Members of the

House of Representatives, who invited them to wvisit the
United States.

Approve Disapprove

Background:

The six Senators and six Lower House Deputies on
the delegation were selected by the memberships of their
respective chambers. The delegation is a politically
prestigious one, especially the Senators. Following
their stay in Washington they will divide into two or
more groups for field trips to other cities. They hope
to acquaint the American public with the facts of South
Viet-Nam's case. In their presentations they can be
expected to take a strongly nationalistic line on such
guestions as negotiations.

I believe you would find it useful to meet with
this group. It would be particularly wvaluable for them
to have had the experience of a personal meeting with
you. Further, it would be an endorsement of the trends

TONTIDENT T

Downgraded at l2-year intervals;
not automatically declassified.

DECLASSIFIED
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Hﬁh4;3“ NARA. Daelr:91









MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
SPONSORING THE VISIT OF THE

DELEGATION FROM THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF

Rep.

VIET=-NAM

Clement J. Zablocki (D-Wis.), Chairman,
Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs,
Committee on Foreign Affairs

Subcommittee Members:

Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

Cornelius E. Gallagher (D-N.J.)
William T. Murphy (D-Ill.)

Lee H. Hamilton (D=Ind.)
Charles C. Diggs, Jr. (D-Mich.)
Donald M. Fraser (D-Minn.)

John V. Tunney (D-Calif.)
William 5. Broomfield (R-Mich.)
J. Irving Whalley (R-Pa.)
William S. Mailliard (R-Calif.)
Vernon W. Thomson (R-Wis.)

John Buchanan (R-Ala.)

Other Participants:

Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Bep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
Rep.

Benjamin 5, Rosenthal (D-N.Y.)
Charles A. Mosher (R-0Ohio)
James Harvey (R-Mich.)

Robert Taft, Jr. (R-Ohio)
Charles McC. Mathias, Jr. (R=Md.)
John Brademas (D-Ind.)
Jonathan B. Bingham (D-N.Y.)
Don Edwards (D-Calif.)

F. Bradford Morse (R-Mass.)
Sidney R. Yates (D-Ill.)

Ogden R. Reid (R=-N.Y.)

Marvin L. Esch (R-Mich.)

John R. Dellenback (R=Ore.)
Henry 5. Reuss (D-Wis.)



ACTION

el -1+

Friday, May 3, 1968 -- 7:00 p.m.

Mr., President:

Herewith a proposed message from Sec. Rusk to Couve de Murville.
Before he sends it, he would like to know If you would like to send such a
message to General de Gaulle.

My own recommendation is that a brief, courteous note from you to
General de Gaullels a good idea as a supplement to Sec. Rusk's note to
Couve de Murville. It might say:

"l am pleased e have found in Paris a place where it is

agreeable for both sides to begin the process of mkking peace
in Southeast Asia. I shall always remember your response to

my statement of March 31 and appreciate the offer of the
Government of France to make a place avallable on your soil."

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidslines, Feb. 24, 1
By F.gg:ﬁ , NARA, Date (5-22 -

WWRostow:rln GONFIDENTIAL —
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STARE

PCR WALLEA PROM B SECABTARY

Pleage dalivesr the following perocanl rasaage Lroa
va to Ceuve ¢2 Nurvillo:

Crote, Doar Coove: Low thal Cha Cucleicn hus besa
reaciod to have ha prolicinery waeting fa Parls I just
uant o tell you how mich wa epproeciata tha courtesy ond
hoapitolity of the Freach Covoromont 4n malilsg this site
availoble &0 us. I oaly kepe i€ will not ba too wuch of
a bother to you. %ho Lxbasoy will ba in touch with tha
Qual in rn;;nrd En -:am&n prncﬁnni arrangescenty, eud .

sverell larrisma u&:‘l‘é liko vory mach hcﬂlwﬁw

Beot gegarde. Dean Pusk Unguote.
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INFORMATION

—E8ECRET—
Friday, May 3, 1968 -~ 5:15 p.m.
My, Presldent:

You will be ilaterested ia Blil Sullivan's cable
on the coming of the menscooa rains In Laes and

possible implications for Iafiltration,

There lo 3 certaln correctaess Iln Paris belng
chosen the same day.

Strictly speaking, the wister-spring ofisasive
is almost over; and the smemy falled.

Of course, that does not mean the fighting Is
over.

W. W, Rostow

Vientlans 6248

DECLASSIFIED
Anthority NLJ—LE:S a D

By__Lta- NARS D .'\M

il

—SECRET—

WWRostow:rln
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ACTION EA |5

INFO CIAE P@,DODE @@,GPM 24,H 22,INR @7,L 23.NSAE 2@,NSC 10,P B4
RSC @1,5P @2+55 20,USIA 12,5AL @1sSAH @34EUR 15,10 13s5A 81s

RSR @ls/114 W
 @306021 MAY &8
FH AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8299
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK ﬁgpyi:;uJ'
AMEMBASSY SAIGON

CINCPAC 2212

—5—t—CR & | VIENTIANE &248

1+ SOUTHWEST MONSOON HAS FINALLY EROKEN HERE IN VIENTIANE

AND WE ARE INFORMED THAT RAIN [S ALSO FALLING IN EASTESRN
REACAES OF THE COUNTRYs WHILE IT WILL 3E A FEW WEEKS BEFORE
THERE IS STANDING WATER ON THE ROADS AND THE STREAMS RISE
PAST FORDING DEPTHS, SURFACE DETERIORATION ON HO CHI HINH
TRATL WILL BEGIN AT THIS TIME« MOREOVERs, FOR FOOT TRAVELLERS.
SLOPES BECOME SLICK WITH SLIME AND TRAILS BOGGED WITH GUMBO.

2+ AS YOU WILL READ FROM SEPARATE CABLE, TRUCKS DESTROYED
ON HO CHI MINH TRAIL REACHED ALL TIME HIGH DURING MONTH OF

P e e e,

APRIL AND SEVENTH AF INTERDICTION PROGRAM 15 INTENDED CARRY
LEVEL OF BOMBING INTO RAINY SEASON THIS MONTH. WE WILL BE
CAREFULLY WATCHING RQUTES TO SEE WHETHER ENGINEERING WORK
WHICH HAS BEEN DONE DURING DRY SEASON MAKES ANY OF THEM
TRAFFICABLE DURING RAINSs

32 ASSUMING MONSOON FOLLOWS ITS TRADITIONAL PATTERN, IT
SAOULD EFFECTIVELY AnND PROGRESSIVELY THROTTLE DOWN TRAFFIC

OF VEHICLES AND EVENTUALLY OF ANIMALS AND PORTERS TO PQINT
WHERZ LOGISTICS SYSTEM THROUGH LAOS BECOMES A VERY UNRELIABLE

_— DECLASSIFIED
Authority NHI*:ES A%
By At __,,T*." o {I-16 &3

=

SaERES







Friday, May 3, 1968
5:00 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Secretary Clifford wishes me urgeatly
to forward to you his recemmendation that

we attompt to obtain a 12-menth extonsion of
his present autherity to call reserve umits

te active duty. The autherity expires on
Jume 30, 1968, wnless we act bafore that time.

W. W. Restow

Attachmant

Pon fu
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ACTION

Friday, May 3, 1968, 4:40 P, M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘ i fk

SUBJECT: Commendation of Foreign Pelicy Assoclation Effort

Feor your sigaature there is a letter to Samuel P. Hayus,
President of the Foreign Pelicy Asseclation, commending the
Assoclation for its efforts to improve popular underatanding of
current foreiga policy issues.

The lettar is in response to one sent to you with which was enclosed
material it is circulating during the campaign period to Senators,
Coagressmen, and candidates for affice.

The material takes no position and preseats all sides of each
quention. The State Department states that the material appears
geaerally accurate aad the losuee fairly presented.

The draft reply takes no position on the “"Foreiga Policy Brisfs"
but merely recogaises the activity as being beneficial.

W. W. Rostow

BEKS:amc



May 3, 1968

Dear Mz, Hayes:

Thaak you (ar sanding me & of “Campaign *68 ==
Fereiga Pelicy Briefs.” 1 CoPY -

ia its sfforts to creats bettar I':‘I'-" mﬂ-‘h
Fmﬂmmmm"“:mm‘

"‘-tlﬂl-r'

2

A~ ,. = I';:ﬁi.l,,_ s
/7-:"{ jiw—d&rr-" »"}j ;f.r,-"[‘r L

£

Mr. Samusl P. Hayes

Fresideat, Fereiga Pelicy Assoclation
345 Last 46th Street

New York, New York 10017

LBI:WW l=ln=..-.=



Friday, May 3, 1968 -~ 4:40 p.m.
My, Prosldent:

Herewith the delagation list for Parls,
as approved by Sec. Rusk. (Tab A)

You will alse be Interested la the
attached brief cable from Vientlame
{(Tab B)o— .. If,m_;_,g;, A - ?fu e

-HLLiL -;;h- F}fﬂx{t:L

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET/CROCODILE

WiWRostow:rln

Fab. B4, 1883
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May 3, 1968
bt L RUEHC 1:00 P.M,

DE RUMJFS 6273 1241658

ZNY SS5S5 ZZM

T 8316407 MAY 68

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 8318
ggnrs GRNC

—&EC R T T VIENTIANE 6273

NCDIS/CROCODILE
RCF STATE 57542

1« MESSAGE DELIVERED DRV CHARGE CHAN AT 11! P.M,

2. AFTER READING MESSAGE CHAM, WHO SAID HE HAD ALREADY HEARD
FRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT, NOTED THAT WE HAD NOT YET NAMED *
N¥, ME MADE THIS POINT ONCE AGAIN “

NEGOTIATOR OF “MINISTERIAL™ Ra!
DURLING BRIEF ﬁﬁﬁﬂE%EIT1QH; IT MAY BE THAT, WITH TIME AND PLACE
AGREED, DRV NOW INTENDS TO HAGGLE ABOUT RANK.

GP=2+ SULLIVAN
ET

I — e ———
B

PECLASSIFIED :
E.O. 12958; Sec. 3.6 . _
NL) 97281 :

By_'ws _, NARA Date 2-S_#/ '




Friday, May 35, 1968
‘M P m.

Mr. President:
To close out the Drew Pearsom

matter, herewith Hal Saunders'
amalysis of his flles.

W. W. Rostow

“SECRET attachment

= 0

o5
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F.0. 12958, bec. 3.0 ':i;_..-
NL)  §71-28¢
5563 By seo , NARA Date 2-3% 9€
N May 2, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR WALT ROSTOW
SUBJECT: Drew Pearson and Cur Commitments to Israel

We've searched our files on this subject. There is nothing of
the sort that Pearson mentions. You kndw the history, but here are
the highlights:

l. Last May, we reviewed extensively the nature of US
commitments to Israel dating from 1957. I am sure we'll never forget
that painful day when the President had to decide what he could tell Eban
about the extent and limitation of that commitment. As you told the
President on the phone, we haven't written on this subject--even for
the Eshkol visit--because we know the President understands our position
better than any of us.

2. In August, there was another small flap about commitments
when the State Department answered a routine letter from Senator
Fulbright listing our treaty commitments, and stating obviously that
we did not have such a commitment to Israel. The New York Times
unhelpiully headlined this as the State Department saying that we had no
commuiment.

3. The next public notice of this subject that I recall was the
President's TV interviewon December 18 which included the following
exchange:

"Q-11. MR. SCHERER: Mr. President, that brings us back
to Glassboro and your conversations this summer. How much of
a factor in the restraint that we and the Russians seem to show in
the Middle East crisis was a product of the dialogue that you
established with Mr. Kosygin at Glassboro?

"THE PRESIDENT: I think that the Glassboro conference was
a very useful conference. I am not sure that it really solved any
of the problems of the Middle East. I think the situation in the
Middle East is a very dangerous one.

"I think we have made clear our viewpoint in my
statemnents of June 19th, the five conditions that ought to enter into
bringing about peace in that area, We stressed those to Mr., Kosygin
at Glassboro. He understands them.. He did not agree with them.

But I think that the Soviet Union understands that we feel very strongly
about this matter that we do have definite views,

SEERET—
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"I think Ambassador Goldberg, at the United Nations,
has made our position very clear. As a result of the action
of the United Nations, in sending Ambassador Jarring there as
a mediator, we are hopeful that the conditions I outlined on
June 19th can be worked out and that a permanent solution can
be found to that very difficult problem.,

"I would say it is one of our most dangerous situations,
and one that is going to require the best tact, judgment, patience
and willingness. on the part of all to find a solution.

| @-12, MR. RATHER: Mr. President, do you consider that
' this country has the same kind of unwavering commitment to

defiend Israel against invasion as we have in South Vietnam?

. "THE PRESIDENT: We don't have a SEATO treaty, if
that is what you are asking. We have made clear our very
definite interest in Israel, and our desire to preserve peace
in that area of the world by many means., But we do not have

{ { a mutual security treaty with them, as we do in Southeast Asia.

S

4. In specific reference to the Pearson column this morning,
the only thing from you to the President even remotely related was a
memo on April 5 recommending an emissary to Israel and saying the
reverse of what Pearson says: "Our main asset in persuading the
Israelis to relax is that they believe you will stand behind them. They
trust you personally as no one else., My hope is to build on that asset,
but it is too soon for you personally to get directly involved. "

5. The only thing done by me on this subject is the attached.
You may remember asking me in March, at Marvin Watson's request,
to help Peter Rosenblatt on Bill Leonhart's staff to do a paper for use
in briefing Jewish leaders with an eye to the election. This project, of
course, has been suspended. But my two main points were again the
reverse of Pearson's. I said that we are formally committed to Israel's
survival and had in 1957 made a specific promise to keep the Straits of
Tiran open. I did mention that we have no treaty, but even this was in
the context of showing that our commitment is deep.

I might just add that I had a call this morning from Eppie Evron
who says he has in the past talked with Pearson and has told Pearson how
sympathetic you are. Eppie just called to express his deep dismay and
disgust over this article, s T I

Harold H. Saunders
—EESRE—
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—STcREreEmE. March 25, 1968

NATURE OF THE US COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL

Definition of ths US commitmant to Israel falls into two areas:

-=First, there s our buslc suzpost for lsracl's curvival, Inthe
formal language of govornments, Jour Amorican Presldeats bave szi
as Prooident Johnson did at the Lolght of cxisis cn May 23, 1967, t::xt
"o Uzited States is firmly committed to tho support of the politicei
i=_.apoadcnce and torritorial integrity of all the nations' of tic licar Eaat.

==5ccond, theore is a specific pocxise related to the Sixails ef
Tizan which grow out of our rolo in helping to arrange a settlemont s lter
thc 1525 ArabeIsraell war. In chort, tis U.S. Government under
Prosldent Elsonhower in 1957 formally told the Israell Governmen: that
":ao United States, Bn behalf of vosscla of United States registry, 1:
wozpared to exercisc the right of frce and innocent paasage [with rocseet
to the Gulf of Aqaba] and to join with othors to socuro general recoguition
ci thi; right, "

Ths full record of stater..cals in this socond catogory is attached.
Zie oxu additional point that muct bc made clear is that, in privato 1957
discussions betweon US and Isracli »ozrosentatives, it was fully unier-
stood o= both oldes that we worce ctziing a gencral policy and our {ztciiions
bzt eculd not provide absolute guara:.ces without o troaty or somcthing
¢’ thet sort. Thooo Constituticpal limitations wore recalled agzin during
Forei a Minister Eban's visit to Washington May 25-26, 1967, bui he
was tald that, working within that Constitutional framowork, wo planned
to purauas vigorously the moaguros open to maritime nations to cs:ure
toat the Strait and Gulf remained opou to free and innoceat pacsage of the
vassols of all nations. This is what woe did.

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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Friday, May 3, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Second Annual Report to The Congress on the Implementa-
tion of the "Automotive Products Trade Act of 1965"

At Tab A, for your approval and signature, is a draft letter transmitting
the Second Annual Report on the Implementation of the "Automotive Pro-
ducts Trade Act of 1968'. This report is required by the Act.

At Tab B is Secretary Smith's explanatory letter to you. State,
Treasury, Labor and Bill Roth concur in the report. The report is at Tab C.

Total trade in auto products between the United States and Canada rose
from $780 million in 1964 to §3. 3 billion in 1967, The increase in trade under
this agreemaent helped make the automotive industry in both countries more
efficient.

Our trade surplus in auto products with Canada dropped from $527 million
in 1966 to $439 million in 1967 -- mainly because sales in both countries turned

Senator Hartke continues to attack the agreement. Publication of the
figures showing a decline in ths trade surplus probably will give him a peg for
further criticism. Few others in the Congress have shown much interest.

The industry, the parts mamufacturers, and the UAW have been gemerally satis-
fied. (Reouther's only worry is renewal of the special adjustment assistance
provisions. )

There was a 5. 7 percent decline in employment in the U. 5. auto industry
in 1967, but employment was above the 1964 level.

The automotive agreement is now under review with the Canadians. The

Act provides that we must report to Congress on the results of the review by
August 31, 1968.

W. W. Rostow

H you approve we will need
your signature at Tab A

Disapprove

G 2
S e it



TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress the secoad annual report
on the operation of the Automotive Products Trade Act of 1965. By
this Act Congress authorised implementation of the United States-Canada
Automotive Products Agreement.

The Agreement was designed to create a broadsr U, S, -Canadian
market for automotive products so as to obtain for both countries and
both industries the benefits of specialization and large-scale production.
We have moved {ar toward this goal.

Automotive trade between the two countries was $730 million in
1964, and the year before the Agreement went into force. Trade in 1967
was over $3.3 billion. The Agresment has also stimulated increased
trade in allied products,

Industry, labor and consumers in both countries continus to benefit
from ths growth in trade and the increased efficiency brought about by
the Agreement. It is preof of what can be accomplished when {riends
and neighbors choose the path of cooperation.

The White House



THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE -
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230

APR 3 0 168

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C, 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I have the honor to submit for your approval and transmittal to the
Congress in accordance with Public Law 89-283, 89th Congress,
October 21, 1965, the second Annual Report on the Implementation
of the Automotive Products Trade Act of 1965,

This Report has been prepared jointly, and is approved by the
Departments of State, Treasury, Labor, and the Office of Special
Representative for Trade Negotiations. The Report covers the
period from January 1, 1967 through December 31, 1967,

The Agreement has been in effect for three years. While it must
be recognized that many elements outside the Agreement have
influenced the development of our automotive trade with Canada
since January of 1965, the overall automotive trade figures for
the period covered by this Report indicate that it is serving the
national interest well by fulfilling its stated objectives,

Automotive trade between the United States and Canada has increased
dramatically since the Agreement was concluded. In 1965, this
trade totalled $l.1 billion, and in 1966 the total was nearly $2.1 billion.
In 1967 it was over $3. 3 billion. Both exports and imports increased
substantially, with an estimated net surplus in automotive trade

with Canada amounting to $439 million in 1967,

Although automotive industry empoyment in the United States declined
from the 1966 peak, the November 1967 level remained 51, 000 over
the corresponding level of 1964, With industry employment ranging
from 798, 000 in November, 1964 to 894, 000 in 1966, 2, 064

workers have been found eligible to receive the adjustment assistance
made available under the special criteria provided for in the law

IYS A

\o-



since the beginning of the Agreement. Expenditures for plant and
equipment by the four major producers in both countries were
approximately 32 percent under the average for 1965-66, with

approximately 93 percent of their investments being made in the
United States.

Frice trends indicate that the differential between United States and
‘Canadian automotive prices is narrowing, and finally, the rationali-
zation of production has further enhanced the importance of each

" country as leading automotive trading partner with the other,

Respectfully yours,

—
QJ’\" e

Secretary of Commerce
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Friday, May 3, 1968
12:35 p. m.

MR. PRESIDENT :
Bill Gand sayes Otto Fasoman is geing abeut saying that the
Prosidest has stated that no AID appropriations were nsaded
this yoar -- the developing countries could live off the AID
pipelime. Eill says the stery could "murder" him.,
Hs wishes to kmow:
== Is Pagssman, ia fact, reflocting your views ?

Yen

No

Call me

If not, ils there any way that this story could be turmed off?

W. W. Restow
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Fridsy, May 3, 1968
—POP-SECAET— 12:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Horowith, as requested, Gean. Wheelsr's assessment
of the Arab-Israsli arms balance.. As you can see,
the JCS remains relatively complacent about the
balance even after taking inte account the Fremch
decision on the Mirages for Israsl.

You will wish to note particularly his para. 7,
page 4, oa the timing of high performance alrcraft.

W. W. Rostow

TOP SECRET attachment (log 1478 CM-3275-68 3 May 68)

C1ASSIFIED
k.. ! c. 3.6
:' L ¥
|--‘I: i, ??_ jp_j-_ T

By sea, NARA Date 1w-1-97



TOR-SECRET i

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF g&fﬁi:

WASHINGTON, D, C. 20301

CM-3275-68
3 May 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Israeli/Arab Military Balance

1. In response to the query posed by Walt Rostow, I
am providing you my assessment of the relative military
balance between Israeli and Arab forces now and 12 to
18 months hence.

2. At Enclosure A is a summary of present and
projected Israeli and Arab equipment inventories. Except
for aircraft, the Israelis probably have as much equip-
ment now as at the beginning of the June war. The
Soviets have not delivered fighter aircraft to the UAR
since September or October of last year which places
Egypt about 65 fighters short of the pre-war level.
Deliveries to Syria and Iragq have increased those
countries'inventories above the pre-war level. Soviet
arms shipments to the area are now continuing at about
the pre-war level and no new-type materiel is known
to have been delivered. Including total deliveries to
date, the Arabs are at about 75% of the pre-war level.
Eighteen months from now, Israel will have an aircraft
inventory 15% to 20% above pre-war levels while the
Arab inventory will remain essentially at its pre-war
strength; however, a greater disparity in high
performance aircraft numbers to the detriment of
Israel will develop. Ground equipment inventories on
both sides will remain at approximately pre-war
levels. Israel's relative naval capability will have

improved due to the addition of guided missile patrol
boats.
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ARMY

PERSONWEL
Tanks

Heavy

Medium

Light
SP AT and Assault Guns
Artillercy

"™Nz= and Owver

., to 100am
AAA

57mm and Over

Up to 57mm
ARG

AIR FORCE

PERS(RTHEL
Alrerafe

Jet Fighters

Jat Bombers

Transports

Helicopters
Surface=-to=Alr

Hissiles

Ho. Launchers

554

HAVY

PERSOIDEL
Ships
Destroyers
Suboarines
Missile-Patrol

LEBANON

13,000/13,000

0/0
83/83
40/40

o/o

36/36
30/30

12/12
68/68
20/20

950/1000

12/16
0/0
1/1

10/10

0/o0
0/0
0/0

300/300

0/0
0/0
o/0

SELECTED ARMAMENTS AND FORCES - ARAB COUNTRIES AND ISRAEL

CURRENT ESTIMATED STATUS/ESTIMATED STATUS 1 NOVEMBER 1969

SALUDI ARABIA

28,000/30,000

0/0
18/18
75/75

8/8

100/100
040

3z2/f3z
193/193
104/324

5200/6500

22/85
0/0
5/9

10/30

112/540
20/68
o/o0

200/300

0/0
0/0
0/0

% Includes the new arms package for Jordan although

ALGERIA

61,000/61,000

o/fo
361/361

5/5
99/110

305/305
233/233

180/200
299/320
496/510

2500/3000

131/135
28/30
8/10
51/51

32/35
18/20
o/o0

2000/2500

o/o
o/o
9!11

IRAQ

0/0
483/483
37/37
220/250

292/320
415/430

97/120
426/450
515/515

3550/3550

130/167
21/21
15/15
46/46

0/0
0/0
0/0

400/500

0/0
o/o
0/8

the agreement not yet signed.

JORDAN*

80,000/80,000 45 000/48,000

0/0
176/300
o/o
14/14

22/45
162/162

0/0
261/305
167/210

2300/3000

12/43
0/0
6/6
414

0/0
0/0
0/0

150/150

0/0
0/0
o/o

SYRIA

45,000/51,000

0/0
570/570
0/0
397/450

415/430
40/200

580/ 600
946/1000
+00/500

2050/2050

92/120
2/12
6/12
5/16

0/0
0/0
0/0

1000/1000

0/0
ofo
4/6

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL|/RAc o3.75

Bysso’, NARA, Dare 9-4-23

EGYPT

150,000/165,000

23/23
792/950
56/75
133/200

464/570
975/1100

303/370

537/600
913/1100

12,000/13,000

300/365
53/60
65/70
70/70

300+/300+
39/40
18/25

13,000/13, 500

6/6
13/13
20/20

ISRAEL

65,000/65,000

0/0
1355/1400
150/150
246246

182/182
606/606

192/192
342/342
1300/1600

11‘ Im;ll .'DW'

244,/300
2/2
51/55
70/76

171/280
30/48
0/0

3500/3500

1/1
4/4
2fe

FRESERVATION cOpY
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Soviet Training Assistance to the Arab Bloc

Since the Arab-Israeli war of June 1967, the Soviets have
increased their training assistance to the Arab armed forces,
principally in the UAR, where about 2,000 Soviet advisers and
technicians are active down to brigade level of UAR military
units. Soviet training assistance has undoubtedly improved
Egyptian military capabilities but the basic UAR problems remain =--
poor leadership, impaired by officer purges; Arab resentment of
Soviet tutelage; generally low levels of education and techno-
logical ability; and, poor morale. The Soviets have instituted
a general reorganization of the UAR armed forces and command
structure and have emphasized more effective training programs.
The Soviets are not believed to be exerting direct command and
control although at least temporarily their influence in Cthe
armed forces has been greatly increased since June of 1967.

The Soviets beliewve that at the present rate of military
reorganization, training and re-equipping, it will take the
UAR at least until the spring of 1969 to achlieve any

significant degree of combat readiness.

Enclosure B
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MIG-21
su-7
F-104

* Algeria:

ARAB AND ISRAELI AIR FORCES HIGH PERFORMANCE FIGHTER INVENTORIES

CURRENT AND PROJECTED

ALGERIA* UAR SYRIA IRAQ JORDAN TOTAL ISRAEL
9/29 84/160 32/48 36/36 e 152/244 52/50 MIRAGE IIIC
-—— 47/80 13/24 18/24 —— 78/128 3/3 MIRAGE IIIB
-— -—— ——— --- 0/18 0/18

131/240 45/72 54/60 0/18 230/390 55/53

Inventory available for resupply of Arab forces, not included in total.

DECLASSIFIED
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ACTION —

CONFIDENTIAL
Friday, May 3, 1968 - 10:45 am ﬁwf £
Mr. President:

In view of the events of this morning,
1 respectiully resubmit thie memorandum
for your coaslderatiea.

W. W. Rostow

Arvange moeting
hu
Gi.l.llq____
-CONTIDENTIAL
WWRostow:rla
DECLASS FIFED
White Houae ;, Fob. 24, 1963
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INFORMATION

~MEMORANDUM I3a

1:,&"'; THE WHITE HOUSE

!
l'\ ; WASHMINGTON

—CONFIRENTIAL DECLASSIFIED Wednesday, May 1, 1968
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 12:55 p.m. —~
NLI_47-284 (B,

_dco s NARADa '

You may.wish to consider calling in the members of the Vietnam
4negotiating team, plus the senior members of the government who will be

backstopping the effort -- if it ever begins -- and talking to them along
the following lines.

MR, PRESIDENE; fc 2.03.98

1. All-members of the government must understand that in dealing
with Hanoi -- and their Communist friends -- we are not dealing with
diplomats in the old classical 19th Century tradition, They may well behave
in formal diplomacy with correctness, skill, and lucidity, But they view ’

4diplomacy as the net outcome of their gbility to influence.the following.factors.
during-the-negotiation itself:~

-= the military, situation on the ground;

-- the political situation inside South Vietnam;

-= .5, -GVN relations;

-- "world opinion'" and U, S,~political forcess;that might bear on the
Executive Branch. b

2. As a government we shall, therefore, have to fight the battle on /
:all these.fronts, in addition to diplomacy itself.” Our experience with the
first month since the President's March 31st statement already demonstrates
this fact beyond doubt., Therefore, the President wishes the government tg
think automatically in terms of all these dimensions of the negotiation in
relationship to one another.and to working towards.a total U, S, policy which.
_advances our interests.

3. DBeyond that the President wishes those concerned to know that one
major reason that he withdrew from candidacy was to assure that the positions
taken in the months ahead on Vietnam would be positions that he judged right
in the U, S. interest, freed of any short-run U, S, political pressures. <lhe
President wishes peace in Southeast Asia at the earliest possible moment.

He wishes all members of the government to apply . to this end all the imagin-
ation, skill, experience and insight of which they are capable. Dut this
Administration.will only settle for an hcnorable peace as we understand it,

4, Therefore, the President asks all members of the government
to operate as a united team.] There will, of course, be differences of view
among us and debates on this move or that move at one time or another,
These debates and discussions must be kept wholly within the family. We are
pegotiating with Hanol, not with.each other That negotiation should take place
between governments and not between the U, 5, government and the press.

U}E’Qa./ﬂusmw
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1 was informed at 1:00 e'clock this moraing that Hanol was preapared te
meet In Parle oa May 10. y. o

= J b

As you kmow, we have sought a place for these coaversatioas la which

| -

all‘parties would recelve Lmpartial and houpitsble treatment. As a result _
T
of exchasges with our allies, we agree that France ls a country where such "

treatment could be expected.
I am, therefere, informing Hanol that the date -- May 10 -- and the
site -- Parls -- are acceptable. We will coatinue In close consultation at
all stages with our allles, all of whom, I am glad te repert, now have
representatica ln Parls.
We bhope that this agreemaent -- on an initial coatact -~ will prove a step
forward and can represent a mutual and serious movement by all parties
ttowards peace In Southenst Asls.
I have naver folt It was useful for public officlals to confuse dellcate
negotiations by detalling persomal views or elaborating pesitioas in advance.
I know you wlll understand, therefore, that 1 shall not diecuss this

quastiea further at this ceaferencs.
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May 1, 1968 -~ Seec. Rusk
(adese f:300m)

I was Informed early this morning that Hanol was prepared to hold
conversations with us beginning on May 10th or several days thereafter, In
Paris. We are, therefore, Inf orming Hanol that our representatives will
be prepared to meet with thelrs In Parls on May 10 or any time thereafter
to ba agreed upon. We assume that each side will present Iits point of view
in these first contacts. My own view was stated to the American people on
March 3lst.

We consider the possibllity of such a contact to be a step forward
and we hope that it can represent & serlous step toward peace in Southeast
Asla, We wlill contlnue In close consultation with our allles, all of whom
have representation in Paris, at all stages.

I know you will understand that it would not be useful for me to

elaborate in any way what I have just sald. I do not, therefore, expect to

take any questions on thls particular subject.

-
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