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Draft Statemsnt by the President

1 was informed at 1:00 a. m. thls meralng that Hanol was prepared
to begin efficlal coaversations with us oa May 10th or several days thereafler --
la Parle.

As you know, we have seught a place for these conversations ln
which both sides and their alliss could be present in digalty and where they
would recelve equal and falr treatment.

As a result of exchanges with our allles, we have concluded that
Parls ls such a placs.

I, therefore, have Informed Hanol that our representatives will
be prepared to meet with thelr In Paris on May 10, if that Is agreeable --
or on Meonday, May 13th, Uf thay prefer.

The message from Hanol indicates that they wish to determins with
us -- to use thelr phrase -- "the uaconditional cessation of bombing and
all other American acts of war agalnst the DRV."™ This ls a matter we
are prepared to dlecuss In the light of my statement of May 31 that: "even
thie very limited bombing of the North could come to an end -- U our
restraiat ls matched by restraint in Hanol. "

Thelr message also ladicates they wish to proceed to "coaversatioas
on the problems of Iaterest to the two sides.” As I Indicated la my statement
at San Astbalo on September 29, 1967, we lock forward to "productive

discuselons. "



-2-

It would be imapprepriate at this times to discuss Ila detall our
cbjectives in thase nagotlations except to repeat that we seek an
homorable and stable peace in Southeast Asla, Including the right of self-
determination of the pepole of South Vietnam,

As we eater this hopeful new phase, every American should,
however, be coasclous of thase hard facts:

== The rate of lnflitration {rom the North iato South Vietsam la
March and April has been higher than ever bafore;

== The preportioa of North Vietnamess ln mala and local force
units ln South Vietnam has risen to about T0% of the total;

== All our istelligence Indicates that the other side Intends to
mount affensive operations during the talks agalast the cltles of Seuth
Vietnam,

These hard facts must be faced. I have complsts confldence In
the armed forces of Vietnam, the U.S5. forces, and ocur common allles.

There will be no Dien Blen Phu during these negetiations,

While we are prepared to fight while these talks proceed, my hope
ils that we dhall move as rapldly as possible from fighting to peace; {rom
hostllity to reconclliation; from destruction to common efforts lu the

econcmic and soclal development of Vietanam and all of Southeast Asla.



INFORMATION

Friday, May 3, 1968 - 7:30 p. m.

Mr. President:

This looks as If Hanol plans
te announce at 10:45 a.m. our times.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:ria
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Friday, May 3, 1968 -~ 7:30 a.m,

Mr. President:
Here lo the full text of the Hanol message, plus Sullivan's comment.

I read this as Indicating that your handling of this matter over the
past month has convinced them:

== That you were la no hurry and were flrm;

== Meanwhile, our men in the fleld, the GVN, and the ARVN
convinced them that tlme was not thelr frland.

I don't think they are golng to be easy to deal with; but I do belleve
that we enter this from a position of streagth and a sense on their side that
the clock ls ticking against them:

== It was they who rejected the option of walting untll after the
election;

== It was they who rejected a stage of megotiation devoted merely
to discussing time and place;

== It was they who added the phrase '"to have subsequent
conversations on the preblems of interest to the two sides" -- their version
of "productive negotlations'" from the San Astonlo formaula.

Paragraph 5 of Sullivan's cable s a just tribute to his Chlef.

But our reply will have to deal with: '"to determine with the American
side the unconditional cessation of bomblag and all other American acts of
war against the DRV "

My first reaction le that our reply should quote fhe followlag passage
from your spsech of March 3l to lay a basis for our position: "Even this very
limited bomblag of the North could come to an early end -- If our restraint
is maiched by restraint Iln Hanol." But you will, of course, wish to coaslider
this matter this moralng In the light of the views of Sec. Rusk and Sec. Clifford.

W. W. Rostow

WUD = sbas—s=l=



» Depariment of State TELECRAN
—SECRET— 385/

soue 5.z BOLION GUPY

iy ZL RUEHC CONTROL : 514Q
DE RUMJFS 624] 1248330

ZNY SSSSS ZZH

7 @3N3Z9Z MAY 6B ZFF=-4

Fi AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE DECLASSIFIED
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NODIS/CROCODILE

I. NGUYEN CHAN HAS JUST HANDED ME A NOTE PROPOSING PARIS

AS SITE FOR “OFFIClAL CONVERSATIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVE OF

THE UNITED S$IATES, TO DETERMINE WITH THE %MERICAN SIDE THE UN-
CONDITIONAL CESSATION OF BOMBING AND ALL OTHER AMERICAS ACTS
OF WAR AGAINST THE DRV, AND TO HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY CONVERSATIONS
oN THE PROBLEMS OF INTEREST TO THE TwO SIDES,"

2, MINISTER XUAN-THUY IS NAMED AS DRV REPRESENTATIVE AND

16 RPT 1@ MAY OR A FEW DAYS LATER NAMED AS THE DATE. FULL
TEXT FOLLOWS SEPTIEL.,

PAGE 2 RUMJFS 6241-6-EC R B T .

3, 1 TOLD CHAN WE WOULD TRANSMIT IMMEDIATELY AND- I HOPED
T0 HAVE REPLY SOON. SINCE WE WERE FOLLOWED TO DRV EMBASSY
BY PRESS AND IELEUISIDHéTI TOLD HIM OUR COMMENT ON ALL

QUESTIONS, INCLUDING WHETHER WE HAD RECEIVED A NOTE, WOULD
BE "NO COMMENT."

4, WE HAVE FIVE MORE HOURS OF BUSINESS DAY -HERE IN VIENTIANE

RND I CAN, IF IT IS DESIRED, DELIVER A REPLY THLS AFTERNOON,
—_— i

3. CONGRATULATIONS TO THOSE IN WASHINGTON WHOSE EYEBALLS
! ARE MADE OF SUCH STERN STUFF. AMONG OUR ASIAN FRIENDS, THES

TWw0 SUCCESSIVE RETREATS. BY HANOI FROM FIRMLY HELD POSITIONS
j  WILL BE TAKEN A5 A SIGN THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE BADLY

HURTING AND NEED WEGOTIATIONS IN A VERY REAL WAY,

GP=2 SULLIVAN
BT
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}» FOLLOWING 1S AN UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THE UNOFFICIAL
FRENCH VERSION WHICH ACCOMPANIED THE NOTE HANDED TO
AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN BY NVH CHARGE TODAY.

"(1) THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DRV HAS DECLARED ITSELF READY
TO NAME ITS REPRESENTATIVE WITH THE RANX OF AMBASSADOR TO
CONTACT THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE U.S., AT PHHOM PENH OR
WARSAW IN ORDER TO PREPARE FOR OFFICIAL CONVERSATIONS,
WORLD PUBLIC OPINION HAS WARMLY WELCOMED THIS CORRECT
ATTITUDE AND DEMANDED THAT THE U.5. ANSWER PROMPTLY THE
PROPOSAL OF THE DRV GOVERNMENT,

PAGE 2 RUMJFS 6243 8=E-CNRET-F—

"BUT THE AMERICAN SIDE, ALTHOUGH 1T HAS REPEATEDLY

DECLARED ITSELF "READY TO GO ANYWHERE® FOR CONVERSATIONS,
HAS MADE CONDITION AFTER CONDITION FOR THE CHOICE OF A SITE.
IT HAS, BESIDES, SUGGESTED PLACES INCOMPATIBLE' WITH 1TS OwM

CONDITIONS,

'*ON APRIL 23, 1968, THE AMERICAN SIDE HAS A-H W
gssllpu‘_suaazsrlnﬂ THAT THE TWO SIDES untt
DISCUSSYONS ABOUT THE PLACES AND THE DATE OF CONTACT AND

CONSEQUENTLY SHOULD CHOOSE IN ADDITION h EITE FOR 2o
THESE PRIVATE" ﬂﬂ'HUEHSHTIDHF- o —al

~"AS A SIGN OF GOOD WILL THE GOVERNMENT nr THE DRV
WGAVE INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS AMBASSADOR AT WARSAW TO BE PREPARED
+" To ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR

REGARDING: THE PLACE AND THE DATE.OF CONVERSATIONS, BUT THE
AMERICAN SIDE REFUSED.

~BECRET ——






MEMORANDUM

>
THE WHITE HOUSE =
WALMNINOGTON
SECKET /NODIS Thursday, May 3, 1968
Mr. President:
Herewith a capsule of Bunker's 49th weekly report: é;; }/A/du
i

A. General

== Anxieties remain, but have lessened.

-- Your March 3] speech and Clifford's have made Vietnamese realize
some day they will be on their own; Thieu shows leadership.

== GVN should undertake four priorities: mobilization bill; restructuring
GVN; coordination of pacification; upgrading RVNAF.

-- Site stalemate previews tactics Hanoi may use to own advantage.

-- Hanoi announced "Vietnam Alliance, ' may be alternative to NLF,

-- Bearresting Dzu may not have been ill advised.

== Indications enemy planned countrywide attacks before May 1; we must
prepare for his willingness to take heavy casualties.

-- Enemy continues high infiltration rate and major road-building efforts.

== Thieu apparently considering war cabinet and appointment of Huong.

== Thieu has not yet set up secretariat for Ky's civil defense program and
apparently opposes arming of political groups favored by Ky.

B. Political

-= Sharp criticism of GVN voiced in Lower House may have been Thieu
maneuver to create atmosphere for changes he wishes.

-~ Lower House to consider generally satisfactory mobilization bill com-
pleted by Defense Committee.

-- New Can Lao organization is generally positive although reappearance
of Diem-period leaders might prompt Buddhist reaction.

C. Recovery Program

-~ Tet evacuees down to 520, 000 from 542, 000 a week ago and peak of 821, 000.
-=- Distribution of allowances stepped up but only about 30% complete,
-= US recovery effort largely completed; commeodities sent to all but 4 provinces.

D. Pacification

-- Despite US efforts, RF/PF programs still lag.
-- First delivery of M-16's to RF/PF set for July.

E. Military

-- Khe Sanh-DMZ area relatively quiet while A Shau Valley operation con-
tinuing successfully despite extremely heavy anti-aircraft fire.

DECLASEIFIED

SBCRETINODIS  Vihite Houge Culd=inas, Feb, 24, 1089
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Thursday, May 2, 1968
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 26229)
DECLASSIFIED
Herewith my forty-ninth weekly message: E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL)  77-2&/
A. General By wr NARA Datet-$=#/

I have not detected much change in the mood of the Government of Vietnam or the
people since my message of last week. Although some anxiety is still evident, the
feeling of apprenhension regarding American intentions, apparent in early April,

has very considerably lessened. In my talks with Thieu within the last few days,

he has exhibited a quality of orderly thinking about the plans and purposes of the
enemy's politico-military strategy and has viewed with a quiet self-confidence our
ability to cope with the next enemy offensive which he is certain is coming. He
believes our spoiling operations may have delayed Hanoi's efforts to launch another
offensive, but that it cannot be long delayed, the timing probably May or early June.
One excellent result of your March 31 statement and Clark Clifford's speech has been
that the Vietnamese are really beginning to face up to the fact that the time will come
when they will be on their own. This, together with the after effects of the Tet
offensive, has meant that the Government of Vietnam and the Vietnamese people are
buckling down to the job of mobilizing their resources with much greater energy and
determination than they have heretofore exhibited. In this, Thieu has taken the lead.
He has grown in stature and in confidence and is beginning to exhibit qualities of

real leadership. He has set about the numerous tasks involved in getting the mobiliza-
tion bill through the Assembly, in setting up machinery for its implementation, and
restructuring of the government so that it will function more effectively, and making
plans to broaden its base in order to widen popular support with characteristic
thoroughness; also with characteristic caution in view of the sensitive problems and
relationships involved with Ky, the military, Loc, and others.

In fact, I have some fear that, spurred on by our urging, as well as by the other
factors I have mentioned, the Government of Vietnam may be trying to do too many
things at once; its reach may be beyond its grasp. There are obvious limitations on
the human resources available to it and on their capabilities and these are being
strained to the limit. There are, however, some untapped resources both here and
among individuals abroad which should be utilized. I have previously urged Thieu to
bring back competent people who, for one reason or another, have either leit or been
forced to leave the country, but whose talents under the changed conditions now
existing, I believe, could be put to good use. We can also help by influencing the

government to concentrate on the priorities. For the immediate present, I think
these are:

1. Getting the right kind of mobilization bill passed with adequate and
effective machinery for its implementation;

—SEGRFES NODIS
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FA AREESASSY WEY DELKI DECLASSIFIED
70 SSCSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5006 F.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
ETHI.E GRNC NLJ _f?__zgl.-’
~5-E6-RE-T-NEY DELHI 13617 By ws _, NARA Date2-s1f
NODIS/CROCODILE

REF: STATE 156133 AND 156677
STRICTLY EYES ONLY FOR SECRETARY FROM AMB BOWLES

1, IMMEDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING REFTELS THIS MORNING I
CALLED ON T. Ne KAUL, WHO 15 SENIOR MEA OFFICLAL DEALING DIRECTLY
WITH MRS. GANDHMI ON SEA AFFAIRS. KAUL WAS GREATLY PLEﬁSED

BY YOUR PROPOSAL AND SAID HE wWOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSISLE
10 FOLLOW THROUGH.

2. HE FELT THAT SINCE MRS. GANDHI'UAS ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR

PAGE 2 RUSBAE 13617 “S—E-G-—hE—F—

MIRYARA ON ELECTION TOUR, THEN TO BHUTAN AND SIKKIM FOR
WEEKEND FOLLOWED BY VISIT TO MALAYSIA AND AUSTRALIA, AN
APPO INTMENT MIGHT BE DIFFICULT ' TO ARRANGE AND

GCULD DELAY MATTER. HE VOLUNTEERED TO TALX TO HER ON HAY

TJ AIRPORT AND WAS CONFIDENT THAT SHE WICD FULLY
SUPPORY OUR IRITIATIVE.

4« IN DISCUSSING SITE POSSIBILITIES, KAUL CONCENTRATED

P/RTICULARLY O 0, WHICH HE FELT WOULD MOST LIKELY
ES ACCEPTABLE 10 MANOI+ —

4. ¥AUL PREDICTED THAT WE WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY IN GETTING
H:iil1 T0 AGREE TO OUR ALLIES SIITING IN ON PRELIMINARY
DiSGUSSIONS BETWEEN NVM AND USG_(JEVHOUGH HE ASSUMED
THERE UOULD BE MO DIFFICUL.Y ON THIS POINT ONCE MAJOR
NEGOTTATIONS BEGAN, KAUL PROMISED TO GO TO WORK

égﬁ;gIﬁTEL? AHD SAID HE WOULD CALL ME BACK WITHIN A DAY

—SEGRET—_



—SECRELT——

-2- NEW DELHI 13617, May 2, 1968 ~~-NODIS

2o THO HOURS LATER HE CALLED TO SAY THAT HE HAD ALREADY

PAGE 3 RUSBAE |36)7=GECREF——
TALKES TO KVN CONGEW AND RECEIVED A& NONCOMMITAL BUT
GEBER,LLY PASITIVE RESPONSE. XAUL TOLD ME HE HAD ALSO

SiRk7 YORD Y0 INDIAN CONGEN IH HRHOI ASKING HINM TO FOLLOW
THROUSA AT INE HIGHEST LEVEL OF NUN,.

G IH MY DISCUSSIOW WITH RAUL, I STRESSED THAT THIS
OPPORYUNITY FOR FORWARD MOTION WILL BE DESTROYED IF THERE
IS ANWY PUBLICITY. HE AGREED ASDPACCEPTED OUR SUGGESTICH .

THAT THE 'INITIATIVE SHOULD APPEAR NOT TO COME FROM USG
BUT FROM GOI.

7. ¥aUL PROMEISED TO GET IN TOUCH WITH ME AS SO0N AS ME
HAS FURTHER WORD EITHER FROM HANOI OR NV CONGEN HERE
g# DELRL. ZJULES
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Mr. President: Vs |

This memorandum to me from
Blll Jerden on "any time, any place”
could be helpful to you Iln your press
conference tomerrew. I commend It to
you.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln p=Al pneEmen

White Houszs
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MEMORANDUM "ff ao

THE WHITE HOUSE
WalHINGQTOR
Thursday, May 2, 1968
e,

NECLASSIFIED
MEMORANDUM FOR WALT ROSTOW E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ ?_‘Jf_;l-?‘i‘( ==

SUBJECT: "Any time, any place" Bv <ior , NARA Date_a-23- 8

e —

The first reference I have found to the "any time, any place'
formula was in a Presidential press conference on March 25, 1965,
Since then, the President and the Secretary of State have used the
general formulation dozens of times.

I think it is fair to say that throughout this period -- early
1965 to early 1968 -- we had two things in mind in using this formula,
One was the prospect of quiet and unpublicized discussions with the
North Vietnamese on a formula for peace. The other was the possi-
bility of a third party (or parties) arranging a formal conference of all
the interested parties.

The record clearly shows not only that we were prepared to
meet '"any time and any place, ' but that in fact we did meet or contact
the North Vietnamese in many places. The record also shows that our
repeated efforts to arrange quiet discussions were unavailing and that
the only notable response from Hanoi to our gestures was the steady
drumbeat of their demand: '"Stop the bombing."

In the period in question, our representatives met with repre-
sentatives of North Viet-Nam in three capitals (Vientiane, Moscow and
Rangoon). The fact that we had already had exchanges with the North
Vietnamese in those capitals was one of the reasons we proposed
Vientiane and Rangoon as logical sites for the proposed contacts. The
fact we had already met there gave us good reason to think that Hanoi
would find them acceptable.

There was certainly more reason for us to think those two
sites -- where exchanges had taken place -- would be agreeable than
for Hanoi to think Phnom Penh and Warsaw (where direct contacts had
never occurred) would be acceptable to us.

In addition to direct exchanges, we have had indirect exchanges
with representatives of Hanoi through third parties, governmental and
private, Those exchanges, which gave both parties the opportunity to

e












INFORMATION

Thureday, May 2, 1968 - 7:00 pm

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith a latter to you from
Nasser om the occaslon of the UN
resolutisa oa the Jerusalem parads.
It gives us an epeaiag for a respease
at a critical mement, on which State

is already at work.

W. W. Restow

WWRestew:rln

frrt””



EMBASSY OF INDIA

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC INTERF 5 BECTION ?

2310 DECATUR PLACE, .

WASHINGTON, D. C. /

DECLASSIFIED
E.0. 12958, Sec, 3.6
The President NL) 97-a8¥

The White House By _aes , NARA Date_2-2398
%ashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I have the honour to convey to you my deep appreciation
for the position you havé taken by supporting the Resolution
of tne Security Council on April 27, 1968, which called upon
Israel to refrain from holding the Military Parade which it
intended to hold on Mav 2, 1968.

I have no doubt that your position was based on your
disapproval of the actions taken by Israel in the City of
Jerusalem and its refusal to comply with the Resolution adopted
by the General Assembly at its special session on July 4, 1967
and upon your conviction that such an action by Israel is an
illegal act. This illegal act on the part of Israel has its
adverse effects on the efforts of the Special Representative of
the Secretary General aiming at the realization of the peaceful
sett’lement of the serious crisis in the Middle East which resul-
ted Zrorm the Israeli aggression against Arab countries and the
peopla of Palestine on June 5, 1967.

Israel's defiance of this Resslution which you have
supported and which was adopted unanimously by the Security
Council, and Israel's declaration of its intention not to

implenent that Resolution is a grave matter which seriously

PRESERVATION COPX






INFORMATION

TOP SECRE T=~TRINE

Thureday, May 3, 1968 - 3:15 pm
Myr. Prosldani:

Herewith the updated Iaflitratica
memerandum you requested of us.

W. W. Restow

WWRestow:fin
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thursday, May 2, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: North Vietnamese Infiltration

The following, as you requested, updates the information in
my previous memorandum on North Vietnamese infiltration.

As of today, NSA has noted 154 infiltration groups start out
from North Vietnam since November 1. The total strength comprising

this infiltration ranges from 52,312 to 83, 026. This is shown in the
following table and Chart A (attached).

Infiltration Noted in North Vietnamese Communications

St::n&th
Month No. GrauEa Known ) Possible
Mov. 8 3,292
Dec. T 3, 483 = 4,033
Jan., 22 6,781 - 12, 737
Subtotal 37 13,556 - 16, 770
Feb. 9 2, 794 - 4,994
Mar. 54 15, 328 - 29,078
Apr. 54 20,634 - 32, 184
Subtotal 117 38,756 - 66, 256
GRAND TOTAL 154 52,312 = B3, 026

Chart B (attached) attempts to project the known data into
=os8ible times of arrival in South Vietnam. This, of course, is illustrative
since we do not have sufficient information on the final destinations of these
groups to do more than interpolate on the basis of previous experience.

TOP SECRET/TRING E.O, 12958, Sec. 3

NL/RAC00-33
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INFORMATION

CONFIDENTIAL-

Thureday, May 2, 1968 - 1:20pm
“-l‘- Pl‘-ll‘llﬂ

Horowith Porter reports scberly
the net poaltive effects In Korea of the

Honelulu mesting.
W. W. Rostow
Beoul 6043
TONFIDENTIAL
WWERostow:rla
DFSL#‘wE:I‘I:D
YWhit a House G _,,r,E::qui

By r]EtLj* .-'«.i-"_‘-". Da ae (o- ._,lj_?.-
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EXD1!S |],:_.'.,,.l..i-:I

FOR BUNDY FROM AMBASSA f;‘_\

8 ]
|+ TWO WEEKS AFTER THE HONOLULU MEETING OF THE
TWQ PRESIDENTS, IT 1§ POSSiALE TQ ASSESS ITS EFFECT IN
KOREAs IF THERE IS NO PRONQUNCED, OR EVEN
wOTICEABLE CHANGE [N KOREAN THINKING AS A RESULT OF
THE MEETINGs IT-CAN BE SAID THAT THE TOP ECHELON:
ESPECIALLY PRESIQENT PARK, DERIVED A CONSIDERABLE
SENSE OF ACHIEVEMENT _FROM [Ts DRAWING THEIR
INSPIRATION FROM THE TOP LEVELS HERE AS USUAL, PRESS
AND PUBLIC ALIEE SEEM TO FEEL CONSIDERABLY REASSURED
IN THE EVER=VITAL MATTERS OF AMERICAN SUPPDRT
FOR THIS COUNTRY, AND THE SENSITIVITY oF THE AMERICAN
PRESIDENT 70 THEIR PROBLEMS. AS THIS IS5 THE EFFECT WE

St W

PAGE 2 RUALDS 6P43E~O-NF L D F NT T A/
WERE STRIVING TO ACHIEVE:. SUCCESS OF THE MEETING
SEEMS CLEAR.

2¢ THIS IS NOT TQo Say THAT SUCH SUCCESSES HAVE ANY
PERMANENT CHARACTERs IT IS5 IN THE NATURE OF THIS
PEOPLE AND THEIR LEADERS TO REQUIRE ASSURANCES

AND GESTURES PERIODICALLYs AND THIS WILL BE ESPECIALLY
TRUE WHILE NORTH KOREAN PRESSURE 1S MAINTAINED. AND
WHILE CANDIDATES FOR UeSe PRESIDENCY DISCUSS SOLUTIONS
FOR VIET=NAM PROBLEM IN TERMS WHICH CAUSE UNEASINESS
HERE AND IN OTHER PARTS OF FREE ASIAs

—CONFIDERTIAL—

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHGRIIAHGH OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

PRESERVATION COPY
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3¢« THE FACT OF A DaY-LONG MEETING OF aAMERICAN aAND

KOREAN PRESIDENTS WOULD HAVE ITS OWN CONSIDERABLE

IMPACT HERE, BUT THIS WAS SUPPLEMENTED BY A COMMUNIQUE

AT HONOLULU WHICH PROQVIDED CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FOR

ROK GOVERNMENT IN MATTERS OF INTERNAL SECURITY AND

INVESTMENT==CERTAINLY THE AREAS OF GREATEST CONCERN

TO THE KOREAN PRESIDENT« PARK IS SAlID BE IN SOMETHING

OF A GLOW ABOUT THIS, AND IF THAT IS-TRUE IT IS UNDERSTANDABLE
S

PAGE 3 RUALDS &@243E Ehﬂ—ﬂzﬂﬂllﬁ—E—H F4+ A

BECAUSE NDO OME ACCUSES H OF GLVING ANYTHING IN RETURNs
EVEN THE OPPOSITIONs, NOT NOTED FOR ITS PERCEPTICN COR
OBJECTIVITYs FEELS REGUIRED TO STAND PUBLICLY ON THE
POSITION THAT THE COMMUNIQUE:  CONTAINED NOTHING NEW,

OR WAS MORE OR LESS THE SAME AS PREYIOUS PRONOUNCEMENTS.
THIS IS5 HARDLY POLITICAL FARE TO AROUSE THE INTEREST., QR
THE FEARS:» OF THEE{ﬂREiH PUBLIC

4+ IN ROKG EYES» THE-COYTRIBUTION OF THE COUNTRY, [E«
FIFTY THCUSAND TROOPS TO THE VIETNAM PROBLEM HAS FOUND
CLEAR EXPRESS]ON OF AMERICAN APPRECIATION [N THIS
BILATERAL MEETINGs PLACING AMERICAN/ROK RELATIONS ON
THE SPECIAL PLANE THE ROKS THINK THEY MERITs WHAT THE
NTHER ALLIES THINK COF THIS 1S OF LITTLE CONCERN TO ROKS
AS LONG”AS PROPER INFERENCE IS DRAWN HERE=-AND ROKG HaS
SEEN TO THATs THE VIETNAMESEs THAIS AND AUSTRALIANS

MAY NOW PROCEED SINGLY OR COLLECTIVELY TO WASHINGTON.
RUT THE AOKS, HAVE HAD THEIR DAY WITH OUR PRESIDENT AND
THEY APPRECIATE 1T

PAGE & RUALOS 6083E€C O NF IO ENT T AT —
GP =%

PORTER

— CONFIBENTIAL—

C7T TO BE REFRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
PRESEPVATION CODY




INFORMATION

Thureday, May 2, 1968 -~ 12:35 p.m,

o
Mr. President: el
We have found abselutely nothing In our flles Sfor March 1968

that bears any relationship to Drew Pearsea's alleged memorandum
from me to you.

As you will know, there was a systamatic amalysls In the govera-
ment, at your request, of the nature and limitat loas of the U, 5. commit-
mant to lsrael at the tlme of the Agaba crisis precedinag the Juns 5 war.
That staffl werk, Including the comamitments made In 1957 by Presldeat
Elsenhower and Secretary of the State Dulles, was dese at your directiea
by the State Depariment. Teo the best of my knewladge, 1 have never
undorlined the cemplexitics and limitations of cur commitae at te Israsl
for the simple reasoca that they were mach [a your mind.

W. W. Rostow

§7-28¢
By_sio > NARA Daiea: 5298

WWRostow:rln
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Thursday, May 2, 1968 -- %35 AM

Mr. President:

Attached, for your approval, is a
proposed birthday greeting to King
Moshoeghoe II of Lesotho. The King's
birthday is today.

This is routine. [ recommend you
approve the message.

W. W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

Call ma

RPM/vmr
Att: File #1463
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SECRET — Thursday, May 2, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Your Talk with Abe Feinberg--5:30 p. m. Today

The one subject that is new since your last talk with Abe ls
Prime Minister Eshkol's letter which I have sent you separately.
Basically, it makes a pitch for making your decision on Phantoms now.
Of course, we'll be going over the aubject thoroughly agaln befare
answering.

Howevaer, as background for your talk with Abe, the following
points might be useful:

1. No ona ia talking about an immediate danger to lsrael,
Our intelligence figures, which are close to Israel's, show that the combat
aircraft balance between Iarael and the Arabs is today at least as favorable
for [arael as it was last Juna 5.

Figures show: June 4, 1967/ Current satimate

Lebanon 12/16 Israesl 265/242
Saudi Arabia 22/22

Algeris 155/157

Irag 117/151

Jordan 24/12

Syria 89/95

Egypt 434/341

Totals 853/794

2. Through 1969, we will be sending lsrael about 72 more
Skyhawks. Thede include 48 from the 1966 sale (about 16 of which are
already in Israel) and 40 moroe you agreaed to sell when Eshkol was here,
They more than cover Israel's war losses (49) and almost make up for the
Mirages the French aren't selling (50), though the Mirages have a bettar
Interceptor capabllity. 153 2
3.4(b)()
3. You have asked the intelligence psople to take another look
into the future,

into the future is always hard, but we think Soviet shipments have leveled
off for the time being. We just don't think the Arabs are wall snough
trained to absorb any more equipment for the time belng.

—SEGRET — —






ACTION
Thursday, May 2, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Gorton visit P e

On the last visit of Harold Holt (July 1967) you delighted the Australians by
departing from the schedule, Inviting Holt to share an unceremonlious sand-
wich with you, and continuing the meeting well into the afterncon. The
Australians remember this pattern. They hope it will be repeated.

We had scheduled a luncheon for Gorton at the State Department immaediately
after your first meeting with him. On Instructions from Canberra, the
Australians have asked that we cancel the lunch. They insist on keeping
Gorton's schedule free, "just in case the President should wish to extend
the maeting" beyond the scheduled one hour, The scheduled hour runs

until 1:00 p. m., so it is clear they are hoping for another sandwich. (ILf

you do not offer it, Gorton will lunch privately with his own party at Blair
Hm.r}

The turn-deown of Secretary Rusk's luncheon is an unusual thing to do, and
the Australiams know it. It is my instinct that Gorton attaches considerable
importance to creating the appearance of a Holt-like relatiomship with you.
His ego will be brulsed if he does not et some of the Holt treatment. (On
the other hand, I do not much like the way they are attempting to dictate
your schedule and to make a pattern out of your special relationship with
Harold Holt.) On balance, I recommend that you plan and schedule a
“spontaneous" luncheon invitation to Gortom, on Monday, May 27. Howaver,
the options are set forth below.

W. W. Rostow

L. I will "spontaneously invite
Gorton to lunch on May 27

2. Inform the Australians discreetly that
the President's schedule on May 27 makes
impossible an extension of the meeting

and suggest that they accept Secretary
Rusk's lunch

3. Do nothing at this time. I will play
the maeting by ear, depending on how
Gorton and 1 get oa

4. Call me

MWright:wpt
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Tharsday - liay 2, 1965

-

hir. Presldeak:

1 undarstand Secretary Rusk may be suggestin; that you recelve the
US-Maxico Commission on Border Devalopment and Friendship.

He told Blll Bowdler last evening, after his sessloa with Dr. Abermathy's
group sarller la the day, that he thought you would do well to get some
nablicity by meeting with the Mexicans. Bill zot the mpression that

the Msxican-American members of the Aberasthy group had given

the Secretary a particularly hard time.

I cpened the meeting of the Commission yesterday with the statement

1 showed yeu. Bill Bowdler met with the Commission last night. He
reports that my talk was well recelved. The AP carried a good resume.
Sarai: MecClendoa was at the opealng session so I Imagine we got pretty
so0d coverage in the papers of the Southwest.

W. W. Bostaw

P.S5. If the President Is glviag an East Room press coaferance tomorrow,
he could invite the Mexican members of the Boxdér- Commissiona to attend,
and, during the course of the press conference, refer to the fact that the
Commissioa ls meeting In Washingten and that the Mexlcan members are
present.

He might sven lsave the podium to go orer and shake hands with
Coemxnissionsr Vivanco.

This will not take more than 30 seconds, and will give the Mexicans
more publicity than anything slse ha could de.

W.W.R.



May 2, 1968

Mr. Presidant:

Attachad, for your lﬂﬂwl!' is
a proposed message replying to President
Tubman of Liberia. Tubman wrote you
about the aid proposals he raised during
his visit here last month. He also added
a word of praise for your recent decision
on Vietnam.

This message repeats the line you
and Secretary Rusk took with Tubman in

person: We'll look into the projects but
money depends on the Congress.

1 recommend you approve the message.

W. W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

Call me

WWR:EKH:EM: 1w
att: Filel384
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PROPOSED MESSAGE TO
PRESIDENT TUBMAN OF LIBERIA
Dear Mr. President:

1 certainly appreciate your strong interest in the development
of southeastern Liberia and Port Harper. We share your hope that
Libaria can move ahead in developing all its resources.

We are in the process now of nivl.n;l your proposals the careful
and sympathetic consideration I promised during our recent meeting.
1 understand your Government has offered to furnish additional
information to assist our study. As soon as that information s
received and the study has been completed, we will be able to
examine any way we might be of help. As I told you during our goed
talk, however, these matters must be considered in the light of
current Congressional attitudes.

I am very grateful for your support and encouragement in the
quest for peace. Mrs, Johnson and I carry warm memories of your
recent visit with us.

With best personal regards.

NECLASSITIED Sincerely,

0

57-28Y Lyndon B. Johnson






DEPARTMENT OF STATE
SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Mr, President:

I appreciate receiving your letter of April 2 con-
cerning the development of Southeastern Liberia and the
port of Harper,

I understand that, following discussions here between
representatives of our two governments during and after
your visit, your representatives have offered to furnish
additional information to assist in our study of your
proposals. When that information has been reccived, we
shall be able to consider what might be done in the light
of current Congressional attitudes,

I am very grateful for your kind remarks concerning
my recent decisions, Let me say again how much Lady Bird
and I enjoyed your visit,

Sincerely,

Lyndon B, Johnson

His Excellency : DECLASSIFITN

William V.S, Tubman, LZZ58, ',t_ﬁ
President of Liberia, -?_?JQE}/
l‘:'..é'f:-ﬁ:l"' « NA = —
= NARA Date 9. 53-9¢2
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MoNXROVIA April 2, 1568
(NEW YORK. USA)

A
o

Dear Kr. President:

A3 you ¥kmow, w¢ have given our agreement
to the éraft joint communique prepared by your
Departaont ol State. Although we had hoped for
a nora positive statement regarding South East
Liberia erd the port of Harper, we decided we
could accept the rather general and noncommital
wording of the draft because of your own broad
perspeciive on this matter. Ve ere not unaware
of the inconclusiveness inherent in further study
of the proposal, However, I feel you will allow
me t0 communicate with you personelly if action
on this proposal should be unduly delayed or exami-
navion of it conducted on Yoo restricted a basis;
it is this belief waich guided us in accepting
the final wording.

Please les ne add, lir. President, an expression

of my respect for the courage you have displayed in

- 2-23-5F

your rocent decisions and ections., Your commitment

t0 your mation's weliare end to the cause of world

ok BT

peace has been clearly and undeniably demonsirated
and it is oy sincercst hope that your singular
K g courage will result in the benefits to peace which

97-28¥

has so obviously motivated you.
Vith essurances of my highest esteem and con-

His Sxcellency Iymdon B. Johnson .
Proesidcont of the United Statas of

sideration, I remain,



Mr. Rostow
DECLASSIFIED A CT/0
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6

Clr 1/
By c& _, NARA u‘u—ﬂi'm—Thundlr. May 2, 1968

—SECRET]NODIS

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT A

ﬂfﬂ""*#u

Ambassador Rabin has just delivered to me the attached letter
from Prime Minister Eshkol, He supplemented it with a strong pltch
for making our decision on Phantoms now. State and Defense will have
to staff this carefully since it reopens the whole Phantom decision.

SUBJECT: Letter from Eshkol and Some Personal Thoughts

Secretary Rusk asked that hs meet with you before a Phantom
decielon ls made. However, 1 promised to pass this to you immediately
and wish to add some purely personal views.

Eshkol's letter replies to yours of April 6. In brief, he argues
that Israel has "'made svery reasonable atternpt’ to faclilitate a political
settlemant (most of us would not agree) and that the UAR is the main
obstacle (true). He says that Israel is investigating fully the chance for
a bilateral settlement with Hussein, but he doess not know yet whether
this is realistic, (In fact, Rabin was pessimistic.) Finally, he argues
that Nasser will turn to political settlement only when he is convinced that
he has absolutely no hope of a military victory. He urges that we begin
delivery of the Phantoma in mid-1969 at the rate of 8-10 a month,

I agree with Eshkol and Rabin that Israel's security margin is
thin. Our intelligence pecple are probably right in estimating that lsrasl
could handle any Arab threat at least through 1969. But with the French
refusing to dellver Mirages and literally no other suitable source of supply
left but us, 1 can understand why Eshkol is worried about seeing our
decision held up when delivery is still a yesar off at best,

Moreover, he faces real political pressures in his Cabinet to
exert maximum pressure on us--a point Eppie made yesterday when I
called, at your instruction, and told him pressure on the President was
most unwise.

I also agree that Nasser no longer seems inclined to reach a
political settlement. Husseln (and McCloy) say Nasser's internal base
is too ahaky to permit it. Some think he might have moved if the Israelis
had been more forthcoming with Jarring in January; but we'll never know
whether our not pushing them harder then lost a major opportunity. (I
doubt this because [ have come to the reluctant conclusion that Nasser is
constitutionally incapable of settling down to peaces.)

SECRET/NODIS
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By 4o , NARA Date 2-23-9¢

The Ambassador of Israel presenta his compli-
ments to the Honorable the Becretary of State and has
the honor %o transmit the following communication from
His Excellency the Frime Minister of Isrmel Levi Eshikol
to Hiz Excellency the President of the United States,
Lyndon Baines Johnsoni-

“"Dear Mr. President:

“On receiving your letter of April 6, I
gave Ambassador Barbour a full llbllhlthn
of my views on both of the subjeets you
raised., The gotivities of terrorist organi=
zations, openly ed by Aradb Governments,
present grave problems for our segurity. It
is axiomatiec that the solution does not and ean-
not lie in giving them free rein or impassively
suffering their assaults on life, limb and
property in Israel, No government could ever
be expesated to accept such a course, We are
adopting varlcus methods to cope with this
terrorist campaign, bearing in mind the con-
siderations which you have explained to me,
We are also doing our best to secure international
understanding of our dilemma and of the motives
and necessitics which govern our response., In the
last rescrt our responsibility for the lives and
security of our people must be overrlding.

"In response to your message of April 6, I
acted promptly to reassure Jordan in connection
with Ambassador Jarring's efforts. My impression
is that King Hussein is aware of our attitude on
this matter, but is inhibited by Hasser from moving
shead. 7The fact is that Ambassador Jarring's
conference proposal for meotings with cur govern-
ment was accepted by Israel, rejccted by the U.d.R.
and hes not been accepted by Jordan.

“The critical state of the Jarring Mission is
thus due to Caliro's attitude, We have made avery
reasonable attempt to promote a negotiated seftle-
ments We offered a broad agenda for disecussicn,



¥We agreed to negotiate on all the matters
included in the Becurity Couneil Resolution
within the framework of the establishment

of a permanent peace, ke stated that the
boundaries are negotiable in pesse talks.

We accepted the prosedure suggested
Ambassador Jarring in the hope that his
presidency of a peate eonferense would give
assurange to the U.A.H. and Jordan and ensure
an equitable proecedure as well as an agreed
neutral vernue, MNasser's response was to
reject all these openings, to 1:1:1:: on our
conmitaent to returan to lﬁo June 4% situation,
for vhich there is no international authority
whatever, and to reiterate that he wished to
"iupluunt" a Security Council resolution
while rejeeting its central prineiples -~
namely, pesce, agreement and rnﬂu:nitinn.

His laru:mu ad well az the views
conveyed to uhuidnr Jarring make it elear
that he is not seeking an honorable and peace-
ful settlement with Israel.

“"On April 23, Ambassador Jarring told
Foreign Iinilttr Eban thaf by "implementation”
the U.A.R. means unconditional withdrawal of
Israel forces in the first place to the June b
lines. This is the very proposal which you,
Mr, President, through your offieial spokesman,
have dunuribﬂ& as a preseription for the renewal
of hostilities. HNasser's attitude is dictated
by the negative prineiples of the Khartoum
Conferenge: no peace, no agreement, no recogni-
tion. His punu is thus to refuse sll progress
towards peaee acoumulate armed strength
‘o hits Bie tlue" until he is in a position L™
renew his aggresfion which he unsuceessfully
organised in 1967. This poliey i3 totally
opposed to that which s Mr. President, proposed
on June 19' 1“'?- Bo nl as the U.A.R. wlic:f
is z0 sharply contrary to yours and ocurs, I doubt
if any formulation oan bridge the gap. There has
to be a will for pease, and the test for such a
will is readiness to nn:otintn;

"The question whigh we are now exploring is
whether Jordsn is willing, on its own acocount,
to discuss a settlement with us. %o are ener—
getieally seeking to elar and promote this
prospect. I do not know yet if it is a realistie
onas I have myself had several talks w
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Palestine Arad leaders who wish Jordan to

take a positive step. Ve are also trying
every means inoluding the good offices of
Azbassador Jarr to bring about
negotiations as Becretary Rusk wro

to Minister Eban on Pebruary 13, are the orux
of our problem, Despite disappcintment, it
is important that sador Jarring remain
available in the aoming weeks while efforts
are under way to elarify the possibility of a
Jordan-Israel negotiation. Hussein seems
to be oselllating between two pressures --
that of Cairo and the terrorist movements which
desire to escalate the present tension, and
that of his own objegtive interests. He has
not always acted in his own true interests, as
we all learred last June.

"The eentral cause of the deadlock r+reated
by Cairc is NHasser's intention to lsunch a
sucoessful war as soon as he is ready. 8o
long as he belicves thie, he will not allow
any psagceful process to mature, It follows
that our principal aim should be to diminish
his belief in prospest of Israel becoming
woak, Ve come back to the faat that the balance
of strength in the coming months is the critical
1ssue, Iz it not a matter for further aetion
and concern? This issue is immedipte., It is
Hasser's conviotion thet he is in the process of
overtaking Israel's armed preparedness that leads
hia to refuse negotiation and to work for the
frustration of the Jarring Mission. As we survey
the Middle Eastern scene, we cannot forget for a
poEent the threat to Israel's very existanee
wvhich developed overnight last May and June
against all the prevailing estimates at the
time that Nasser would not and eould not raise
the tension in the area for scme years.

"The matter which we discussed in your home
in Texas last Jaruary has thus become very acute.
When we spoke of the Fhantom aireraft, you said
that you would make a deolsion on the rzatter, one
way or the other, during the coursx of 1968, in
the light of developments, if necessary, even
within the next fewv months, At the same time,
you regquested a review of the requirements for
the training of personnel and ormation on the
latest date on whieh you could make a decision to
supply Isracl with Phantoms and for Israel to be
in @ position to fly them in January 1970.
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“lire. President, I writo to you on the ave
of Israel's 20th annlversary. Israel came
into belng agalnst the background of the destyne-
tion of a third of our people at the hands of the
Hagis, In the twenty years of its existence, it
had to fight throe wars for its survival. Through-
cut this periocd only the maintenance of the
arms balance has saved it from destruction., I
appeal to you on behalfl of my people to grant us
the weapons nccessary to prevent further war and
to encourage the process towvards peacs which though
it tarrics will - with God's help - surely come,

"In conclusion, Mr, President, may I send you
my fervent wishes for the success olf your statesman=-
like effort te bring an honorable peace to Boutheast

Asis and to the wvorld, History will salute your
efforts and bless your toil.”

"Yours sincerely,

Levi Eshkol
Frime Minister™

*Jdrusalenm
30 April 1968v

The Ambassador of Israel avalls himself of this
cpportunity of renewing to the Honorable the Sccretary
of State the assurances of his highest cansideration,

wWashington, D.C.
30 April 1963
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ACTION

Thuraday - May 2, 1968 %

P~
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Guest List for Luncheon for OAS Secretary General

Mora

Attached is a suggested guest list for the farewell luncheon you
have agreed to glve for departing OAS Secretary General Mora
and his Deputy, William Sanders, on Friday, May 10, at 1:00 p. m.

The list has been prepared for a stag luncheon in the family dining
room. It contains 47 nameas,

If this meets with your approval, 1 will ask Bess Abell to handle
the invitations.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

Suggested luncheon guest list.

e 8 s

Approve
Disapprove
Call me .

ce = Jim Jones
Bass Abell




£

for
OAS Secretary Genaral Jossa Mora and Aselstant

Friday - May 10 1968 == 1:00 p.m.

Guests of Honor

OAS Secretary Ceneral Jose MORA

QAS Aselstant Becretary General Willlam SANDERS

OAS Ambassadors
Argentina Eduardo Alsjandro ROCA
Bollvia Ragl DIEZ DE MEDINA
Bracil Ilmar PENNA MARINHO
Chille Alejandro MAGNET
Colombla Carlos HOLGUIN
Dominican Enriquillo A. DEL ROSARIO

Republic

Ecoador Rodrigeo JACOME M.
Halitl Fera D. BAGUIDY
Mexlco Rafael DE LA COLINA
Panama Eduardo RITTER Alslan
Peru Luis ALVARADO
Uruguay Emilio N. ORIBE
Venezusla Pedro PARIS-MONTESINOS



Argentina
Barbados
Bolivia
Braszil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rlea

Deminlean
Republie

Ecuador
Cuatemala
Haitl
Honduras
Mexico

Nigaragua

Paraguay
Peru

Trinldad and

Tobago

Uraguay

Yenszuala

'zn

m House Ambassadors

Alvare C. ALSOGARAY
Hllton A. Vsughan

Julio SANJINES-GOYTIA
Vasco LEITAO da CUNHA
Charge d'Affaires Jorge BURR
Dr. Herman ECHAVARRIA
Fernando ORTUNO Sobrado

Hector GARCIA-GODOY

Carlos MANTILLA-ORTEGA
Francieco LINARES Aranda
Arthuar BONHOMME

Ricardo MIDENCE S0OTO

Hugo B. MARGAIN

Dr. Guillermo SEVILLA-SACASA

Jorge T. YELASQUEZ
Dr. Rogque J. AVILA
Celso PASTOR

Sir Ellis E, 1. CLARKE

Juan Fellpe YRIART

Dr. Enrique TEJERA-PARIS






May 2, 1968

Mr. President:

Attached, for your IEEH‘I‘]:’ in
a proposed message in reply to Prime
Minister Egal of Somalia. Egal wrote
you a very warm letter thanking you
for your hospitality during his recent
visit.

I recommend you approve the message.

W. W. Hostow

Approve
Disapprove

Call me

WWR:EKH: RM:1lw
Att: File 1347









ACTION

TOP SECRET--SENSITIVE

Wodnosday, May 1, 1968
1:25 p. m. |

My, President:
Herewith a redraft of the

message to Keoygia. Iam making
a copy avallable to Bec. Rusk,

'q '. l-."

DECIASSIFIED
‘Whita Houss Ciuldalines, Fab. 24, 1983

By LA NARA, Dato ZLE 22

WWRestow:rln
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Authonty N[‘J, o e "I_'F'“f £ o,

!ﬂmw NARA. Date 13"_5 .'h]_-'}'

Draft == u-r L 1“'

Dear Mr. Chalrman:

1 have endsavered te use this channsl ealy whan I conslddr that
the matters te be dlscussed m% In that
spirit I commaunlcats with you now en the fellewing subjects: (1) The
o R B e S T A e T o
overdue question of our discusslon |a regard te offensive and defensive
ballistle misslles.

The question of limitiag armes {rem outside to the Middle East bas
bean the subject of correspendence betwean us receatly. Your last
communleation, which was dalivered by Ambassador Debrynin to
Secrotary Rusk on February 27, ladicated that you thought It would be
“aolatlass" to conslder an arme limitation so long as there was no
political ssttlamaent Iln the area. Ths Unilted States has been most
a soldusus In trying te bring about a peaceful settloment aleag the lines
of the Escurlty Councll resclutlon of Nevambar 22, 1967. Desplis all
our afferts, It cannot be sald that much progress has been made. It
remalns my eplalea that the limitatien of arms from outside the area
would net, as you seem to think, conflrm the falluve of the twe sldes to
reach any agreemant; but, oa the contrary, such a limitation would
facilitate a settlement. This is all the more trus because, accerdiag to
our Informatien, dus te the delivery which you have sffected to the Arab
countries, there ls now a sltuation of appreximate mitr ia the lavel of

the armaments batwesn tig Arab states on the one hasd and Isregl on the sthay.



TOPSECHEET"
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Feor thase reasons I censlder it worthwhils and urgent that we
resxamins the question of whather our two countrles might dlscuse a
limitatien of delivery of arms te the Middls East.

1 would alse suggest that we coaslder the wisdom of reglstariag
with the Usnited Natloas our arms sales and delivaries te this reglea,

I can tall you In confldence that I am faced with Impertant declslons
about the supply te Israal of the very latast mllitary fighter alreraft. Bs
far 1 have not taken actlon on thls step. Agresmesnt batween our two
countrles concoralng the reduction and/or limitation on the supply of
arms to the ares will greatly affect what actlon may bs required harve.

I hopa that you will give this mattsr your sarnsst and premptecensideratioa.

Tha other subject I wish to take up with you agais ls my prepesal,
which goes back to December 1966, In regard to holding discussions with
tha alm of conirelling the strataglc arms race. 1 understand from
Ambassader Thempeea that Ferelga Minlster Oremyke told him on
March 26 of this year that the Seviet Geveramant was stlll studhing the
problem and that it attaches great imperiance to this subjest. As the
United Btates Coveramant has noted |a previous communloations, each
passing meath Increases the difficulty of reaching agreemaent on thls
matter as, from a techalcal and millitary poiat of visw, It 1o baceming
more camplex. Bul there ls an additional consideration which leads me
to ralse this matter with you now.

TOF EREABT—
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Ap you are aware, the Uaited Natlens Gemeral Assembly has begua
its delibarations en the draft Nea-Prellisration Treaty. Thls draft
repraseats the jolnt preduct of the afforts of our two govermmesats. I am
cenfident that you share my sarnsset hope that it will ebtaln the maximem
aumbar of adbsrents. Durlag the resumed CGessral Assembly sessloa cur
efferts to achlsve a treaty that can ba epensd for sligaature in the near
future with the prespect of obtalalag & maximum snumber of adherests will
face a critical test. Efforts uadbohisdly will be made by same states te
pestpens the opening of the treaty for sigaature at least uatll after the
confarence of nen-muclear-weapen statss has been held In the fall of this
year. It lo impartant that our twe goveraments do everything pessible to
give the greatest impetus te world sentlment faverables te opening the
treoaty for sigaature at an sarly dats.

Te this and, I prepssa that our twe govermments annocunce early
in the course of the Ceneral Assembly debats that they have agreed te
begin bllateral negetiations on an sgreemant te llmit strategle offenslive
and defensive missiles within a specific tlme from the date of the
annsunceomaent, as well as proseediag to discuss the raelated matters
meatiensd above. Iam convinced that such a declaration, of primary
importance in itself, would do much to snsure the successful complation
of work on the Nea-Prelifaration Treaty.



ToOR SgEaET —
wille

I very much hope you will reexamine the question of helding
these discussliens, whose Impertance I hardly nsed emphasiss In this
communication. I very much hope to hoar frem you in the near future.

Sisserely,

State:WWRostow:mu:rla



ACTION
Wednesday, May 1, 1968
7:15 p. m, 7, ;
MEMORANDEM FOR THE PRESIDENT Fras /«/( =

SUBJECT: Measage to the Australian-American Assoclation on the Coral
Sea Celebrations in Australia

Since Australia was saved by tha Battle of the Coral Sea the anniversary
of the Battle has been lavishly celebrated in Australia and has become an
important symbol of Australian-Amaerican friendship. The Embassy and
the State Departmant have requested a message from you to the sponsors
of the celebration. A suggested draft follows:
To the Australian-American Assoclation:
More than a quarter century has passed since the Battle of the Coral
$ea. The changes have been great. With the passage of time the
partnership which joined us together in those dark days has broadened
and djmpened. Today, Australlan and Amerlcan fighting men agaln
stand shoulder to shoulder filghting for the cause of freedom. But
with time our partnership has extended to many other flelds. There
is a flourishing and expanding trade between us., We are cooperating
closely in sclentific research, Including the exploration of man's new-
est frontier, outer space. We share a commeon viseion of a New Aisla,
an Asla which consists of progressive, prosperous, independent states,
working together to provide and to protect a better life for their people.
In the effort to make this great vislon come true the old {riendships

grow firmer, and the old enmities are submerged.






——

Wednesday - May 1, 1968 — &-/9/°77-

Mr. Praesident:

As farewell gifts from you to OAS Secretary General Mora
and Assistant Secretary General Sanders I propose:

For Mora - a silver box with a map of the hemisphere
and an appropriate inscription engraved on the top.

Approve
Disapprove

Czll me -

For Sanders - an Inscribed photograph in either a silver
or blue leather frame.

Approve
with sllver
frame

Approve with
leather frama

Disapprove

Call me .

w- W. Rostow

cc - Bess Aball
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Wednasday, May 1, 1968 -~ 6:10 p.m.

Mir, Preasldasnt:

Epple Evrea tock me aslde in the course of the delivery of
Eshkol's lotter by Rabin, and reperted as follows:

*Your Senmators are aggravating. They have a doubls
standard. Beth Percy and Grusalag are prepared to tell
you that Warsaw is a bad place to negetiate; but they are
unwilliag to say it in public because It might damage thelr
'dove' Image.

“"Abs Felaberg and I are working to gemarate latters to
The Now York Times and Whe Washington Pest. After our
experience, we are mot sure the editerlal boards will priat

them,  *
I asked him: What about Javits? He said they are trying with
Javits.
W. W. Rostow
1ED
. 3.6
99-28%
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Wednaoday, May 1, 1968 =~ 6:10 p.m.,

Myr. Presldent:

Apparesntly you told Cabet Ledge it was all right for him to brisf
Rockefsller ca Vietasam. He now plans to do so on Friday, May 3,

Is that still all right?
Go shead
Mo

Call me

Ha alse thought he might brlef Nixoa before he lsaves for Boan.

Yea

. T—

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln

=



ACTION

fir
Wednesday, May 1, 1968 -~ 6:05 p.m,

My, Prosldest:

Sec. Busk weould like your agreemaent that Amb. Bunker take
off about 5 days, May 9-15, te visit In Katmandu,

Amb, Bunker belleves that Berger can hold the fort ever this
peried.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln



Wednasday, May 1, 1968 -~ 4:50 p.m.

Mr. Presldant:

Herewith Sec. Rusk's draft of the propesed massage to Kesygia.
At his request, I discussed It with him.

L. I quastioned the wisdem of discussing with Kesygin the

poanibllity of our supply of alreraft to larasl, on twe grommds: he kmows
about the Phantems; and thare s a flaver of ultimatum; and thare are
ways ia whizch bhe could pla you dowa by sndless talk and force a haldiag
up of the decislom, If you juige such a declslen wise In the future. My
own reconunandation would be ts add at the end of the first paragraph
on page 2, afier the werd "werthwhile": and urgent.

2. There ls no refarence to the preposal for reglstering Middle
East arms salss In the UN. As you knsw, we have bean unable to over-
comse the ressrvations Ia the Department of Stats on this matter. De
you wish a passage laserted?

3. You should know that one phrase In Kusastsev's statamaent on
the NPT in the UN General Assembly has glvea us some hope that the
Sovist Unlea may respend pesitively to your prepesal for talks on strategic
effsnsive and defensive weapens. For the first tlme he talked of holding
such woapoas at thelr presest lovel "and subsequant reductioa. " Hitherto
they have been wawilling te conslder a freens.

V. W. Restow

DECLASSIFIED

Authonry JE:”.L-.:L j.f_:'- ] L}Li-__
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May 1, 1038

DPeur Mr. Chalriman;

I have endeavored to utilize this channel only when I
conglder thal tho matters to be discussed were of real urgency and
of Importanco, It is with these conglderations in mind that I communi-
cate wilth you now on the following subjects: (1) The question of the
-arms embargo to the Middle Fast, and (2) the long overdue question of our
dlscusslon in regard to offenslve and defensive ballistic misslles,

I would like to rovert (o the quostlon of the possibllity of
somoe limitation on arrag from.outsido to the Middle East, which has
been the subject of correspondence helwoeen us recently. Your last
communleation, which was delivered by Ambassador Dobrynin to
Secrelary Rusk on February 27, indicated that youn thougnt it would be
"pointleas” to conslder an arms lmitation so long as there was no
political sottement in the area, Iwowld lke now to revert to this
cubject slnco desplte nll of our good efforis, and I can assure you
the United Slales has beon most asslducus in endeavoring to bring
about a peaceful settlereont along the line of the Security Council
resolution of November 22, 1607, it cannot be sald that much progress
has been raade. It remains ry opinlon that the posslbllity of a

Umitation of arms from outslde the area would not, as you seein to

TrOPHECHET—

DECLASSIFIED
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Wed., May 1, 1968
—SRERET — 3:00 p.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
Sect. Rusk asks your clearance on the attached
cable,

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
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REF: State 155377, New Delhi 4943 y~=—

LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY
Please immediately approach Mrs. Gandhi along the following lines:
1. Since we have been unable to come to an agreement through direct
comiaunication with Hanol on a site for preliminary contacts between the
US and DRV, we are hopeful that the Government of India will be willing,
as impartial Chalrrman of the ICC, to undertake to assist in finding a
site that is mutually agreeable. As you know, we have proposed a
number of sites, Including New Delhi, which appear to be unacceptable
to Hanoi. For their part, Hanoi has becn rigidly adhering to Panom
Penh and Warsaw, which are unacceptable to us. It would appear useless
to a== atiempt to review the reasons for the objections to these sites by
either party, but to accept them as a fact.
2. Under these circumstances, wec suggest the Indian Governicent get
in.touch with the DRV and put forward as its own proposal some

alternative sites, which it is reasonable to believe would be acceptable

7
Iz, e
S/ AH:WAHarriman:DRusk:ark S - The &ﬁm

—aEChET——
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ACTION

Wednaoday, May 1, 1968 -- 2:55 p.m.
Mr. Preosident:

I {ferward te you agaln this draft memerandum
on the U. 5. Ferelgn Intslligence Effert, which
Gen. Tayler commends to you for signature.

He ls conviaced -- and [ agree -~ that he
should cenfor with the majer users of Intelligence,
netably the reglemal Assistant Secretariss of State,
te chock on whether the imtelligence material being
gemorated is apprepriate to their eperatienal needs
and belag well and fully uwsed. For that reasea, as
well as to give a goseral Impetus to the Presideat's
Foreiga Intslligence Advisery Beard uader Ilts new
Chalrman, I recommend that you go forward with
this memorandum.

W. W. Rosteow

WWRostow:rln
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May L, 1968

MEMORANDUM TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
THE CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN
INTELLIOENCE ADVISCRY BOARD

SUBJECT: The U.5. Fereiga Istslligense Effert

Pursuasat to my appelntment of Gensral Mazwell D, Tayler te
serve as Chalrman of the Precldest's Forelgn Intslligense Advisery
Beard, ar succasser to Besrvetary Clark M, Clifford, 1 wish to emphasise
the importance which I attach to the foreign Intsliigence functica in govern-
maent and to the misslen of the Board. In this peried of rapid pelitical and
econsralc change, the eperatisa of goverament ls morve dependent than
aver bafore on rellable, tlmely intslligense loading te a wise evaluation
of the world situation., Under the coerdination and guidance of the
Divector of Cantral Inislligease, all membere of the U. 8, {erelga
lstslligeace communlly cosiribute te this essential servise.

I chall continue to look to the Beard for a coatlaneus review and
assessment of all aspects of the activities of the ferelga inielligence
community sad shall expect to recelve recurroat recomm endations {rem
it for strengthening the effectivensss of those astivitiss.

In accordance with the provisieas of Exscutive Order 10938 of
May 4, 196] and of my mamerandum of October 19, 1965 on thls sams
subject, I wish the Board to be able to assure mae at all times of the
quality, respensivensse and rellabllity of the istelligence which reaches
the doslslon-makers of Goverament. To aselet it Ia thie misslen, I ask
the hoads of Deparimests and Ageacier conzersed to cooperate fully and
froely with the Board Ila the dlscharge of its missieca.

|

e 7 #
- - e -
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Wad., May 1, 1968 o
~“TOP-SECRET 250 p. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith an indication that:

2 4L

wi w- Rostow
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E.O, 12958, Sec. 3.6
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ACTION

ACTION
Wednasday, May 1, 1968 -- 12:55 p.m.
Mz, Precldent:

You should kmew that there lo some urgency
in conngction with a declslon about the Iranian
arms package. There was coasiderables delay
in the bureaucracy in developiag an agreed
pesitisn. Meswwhile, the Shah ls becomiag
restless, haviag had reason to expect a respense
sarller.

You will recall that he mentionsd the matter
to Joha MeCley, undorlislag that he was, after
all, willing to pay for these arms and that ocar
commoea strategic Interest in the area required
him te be siroag.

FIED
c. 3.0
G7-28
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i1y _,u,ﬂ‘-' . NARA Date J-;’j‘??

WWRostow:rln



Mrr—Rostow

D b
97.28F ACTION
J‘;’d,.p ! p?".::'j"?g
~3PGRET. “="" Monday, April 29, 1968
e :';'I',..--,-r

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Lo

¥

SUBJECT: New Military Credit Sale for Iran

Shortly after his visit last August, the Shah wrote you that he
intended to embark on a new five-year $800 milllon program for further
modernizing his armed forces. He i» now down to $600 million for six
years, and this will be uppermost in his mind when he sees you June 12,

There is no question that the Shah will go ahead with some such
program. The {ssues are how to keep it from slowing his economic
development and how to keep him {from turning to other suppliers.

No one has serious ressrvations about going ahead with the proposed
$75-100 million program for FY 68, Nick Katzenbach recommends you
approve this subject to satisfactory Congressional consultations. He would
start at $75 million and hold the additional $25 million for you to throw in
when the Shah comeas.

The real issue is how we assure the Shah that we will participate
in this program without actually committing ourselves, He says he has to
know what he can count on. We can't say for sure, and we have good reason
for not wanting to jump in all at once even if we could:

==We don't know what military sales authority Congress will
approve or how much it will appropriate. We don't want to tie up funds until
we see how much we have to divide worldwide.

~=We'rs wary sbout Iran's committing so much to military
expenditures so far ahead. We'd like to go year by year.

==When the British withdraw from the Persian Gulf, Iran and
Saudi Arabia face a number of difficult {ssues there. We want to be careful
about how we build up a new sub-reglonal super-power.

Offsetting these reservations is our need to maintain a close
relationship, Now that AID has phased out, our military program is the
major concrete manifestation of that relationship. We look to the Shah to
maintain a pro-western Iran and depend on him for aven expanding our
sensitive intelligence collection activities,

—SECRET—
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BEGRET— -2-

The Shah believes ha must be strong enough militarily to deter
any attack--overt or subversive~-by the Arab radicals. He is worried,
as he told John MeCloy, about Soviet gaing in the area, He knows the
British are pulling out, He fears sven more that our policy since last
June indicates diminished US interest in the Mid-East, Therefore, he
wants to modernise his forces but, perhaps even more impottant, he
wants some reassurance of our contimuing concrete interest in his
security. It's quite possible that we may not be able to satisfy him,

To tread the narrow line between general assurance and speclfic
commitment for the next five years, State and Defense have devised the
finely worded paragraph under recommaendation #2 in Nick Katsanbach's
attached memo. Essentially, it says we'll do what we can to help with
his five-year program but we just can't commit ourselves that far ahead.
We'd declare Executive Branch intention to pulk ahead year-by-year
toward scecomplishment of the Shah's program. You will want to read
the fine print.

The raal problem is not the approval of this well-hedged formula.
The problem will be whether you feel you can make this stick with the
Shah when you see him on June 12, You will have the tough job of trying
to persuade him of the contimuity of the US-Iranian relationship without
nowing either what the Congress will do or who your successor will be.
Your line will have to be that (a) anyone who sits in your seat will be
impressed with the necessity of a strong continuing US-Iran relationship
and (b) we hope he will bear with us through this transitional period.

In thaface of this difficulty, I recommend you approve this approach
as a start. Rogrettably, there seems little chance of devising a more
flexible position for you, at leasst until Congress acts.

You will want to read the attached memos {rom Charlie Zwick and
Nick Katsenbach.

W. W. Rostow

Approve the §$75-100 million sale for 1968 and the hadged assurance
that we will try to help with the rest of the program el

Ses me

Put on Tuesday lunch agenda



FAT-Y;

THE SECRETARY OF STATE /—j,ufi
WASHINGTON 8-FF
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MEMORANDU!4 FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Approval of a Program of
Military Credit Sales to Iran

Recommendation:

With the concurrence of the Secretary of Defense, I
recommend that you approve, subject to the satisfactory
conclusion of Congressional consultations:

l. An offer to Iran of a military credit ‘sales pro-
rram for FY 1968 on concessional terms for a minimum of
75 million and, subject to the avallability of necessary

additional funds, a maximum of $100 million. (This is to
be dependent on funding arrangements and global availa-
bility of funds.) '

2. Informing the Shah that we recognize his desire
to work toward a program of military modernization for
the next five years and that we engage to cooperate with
him in hls attaining this goal on the following basis:

The United States Executive Branch declares its
intention each year to seek Congressional authority and
appropriations for such credit sales as both governments
would agree were indicated to move toward accomplishment
of the program mentioned above. On the part of the
United States the amount of authority and funds sought,
and the amount of sales made for cash, would be subject
to the results of a yearly review, with the Government of
Iran, including reviews of Iran's cconomic development
and military programs, as well as an assessment of the
effect of military purchases on the Iranian balance of
payments and budgetary situation. The actual amount of

—SBBeREr—
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—E5EeRE— ENCLOSURE 1

JILLUSTRATIVE FUNDING ALTERNATIVES FOR
$75-100 MILLION FY 1968 MILITARY CREDIT FOR IRAN

A B C D
Level of Credit $75 M. $100 M, $100 M. $100 M.
Bources of Credit

1. ExIm Bank 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00

2. Commercial - 25,00 14,70 S

3. FMS Direct 25.00 25.00 35.30 50.00

4., FMS Guaranty 12.50 18.75 16.20 12.50

5. Total FMS 37.50 43.75 51.50 62.50

(3 + 1)

Alternative A assumes that we fall to find any commercial bank
financing and FMS funding 1s limlted to
$37.5 million.

“'Alternative B adds $25 million from commercial banks with a
DOD guaranty.

Alternative C reflects a limitation that may be necessary to
stay within the FAA ceiling of $190 million for
FY 1968 guarantees. It is possible that other
guaranteed credit will total $125.3 million--
“leaving only $64,7 million for Iran.

" Alternative D assumes no commercial financing and a credit
program of $100 million,

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ__ 7728/
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BT ENCLOSURE 2

IRG/NEA 68-16
April S, 1968

IRTERDEPARTHENTAL REGIONAL GROUP
FOR KEAR EAST AND SOUTH ASIA

Record of IRG Meoetings - Mareh 21 and April 3, 1966

The IRG devoted both meetings to a consideration of proposcd erms
credit sales to Iranm,

The IRG reviewed the analysis and recommendations of the various
intercsted agencies as well as of Embassy Tehran, directed primarily
to a proposal for a $600 million, six-year (FY 1968-FY 1973), eredit
sales package. (See attachmonts to IRG/HEA 68-13 and 65-14 for pertiment
papers.)

Political Factors. The IRG mgrecd that our arms supply relationship
has & vital importance in our overall ties with Iran, and that--given
the Shah's great concern over Iran's security problems--our response
to the Shah's current request for arms sales in the years immediately
shead will have a decisive influence on the pattern of our overall
gelationship with Iran for the nexi, several years. The bonefits of our
relationship with Iran rue the gamut from valuable collaboration with
our own militery and intelligence endeavors based in Iram, to the
intangibles of friendly cooperation of an ally on the international scene.
Although the Shah has desired to evince a greater degree of "independence”
in his foreign policy and has taken steps t¢ improve Iran's relationship
with the USSR, Iran remains a loyal supporter of CENIO, retains a
realistic awarencss of long-range Soviet intentions, and has made it
clear it wishes to keep its close ties with the United States. It was
noted that our relationship with Iran assumes added importance in light
of the increased Sovier threat im the Middle East and the continuing
instability in the Arab world. The Shah is concernsd over the implications
of strong Soviet support for the radical Arab states, with whom he sees
Iran potentially in conflict. It was noted that the forthcoming British
vithdrawal cast of Suez will enhance Iran's importauce in future develop-
wents in the Persian Gulf area, in which the United States has key
strategic and economic interests.

Military Factors. The CIA member cited various recent developmaznts
which have affected the Shah's view of Irsnian sccurity pioblems and
which have impelled him to wodernize and stremgthen Iran's security
forces. These developments include the US5R's supply of the radiczl
Arab states with modern weapons; the UK's announced withdrawal from the
Yersian Gulf by 1971; increascd Soviet naval activity in the Mediterranesn,
and the assumption that the Soviets will scek to extend their influence

SANITIZED ~=SrCrEL-
E.O. 12958, Scc. 3.6 s
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SUBJECT: Fllitary Credit Salen Propranm for Iran

1. The President has approved, Congressional consultztlon hasn
been conpleted, and you nré hereby authorized to infora the
Shah of USG approval of the follouing !ilitary Credit Sales
Program for Iran:

a) US0 offers to Iran a military credit sales program for
PY 1968 on concasnional terns for a mininum of $75 nillion ard,
subject to the avallability of necesorry additionnl funds, n
caximun of $100 million. (Thia is to bo dependent on funding
arrangencnts and global availlability of funds.) .

b) You should tell the Shah that we recognlze his desirc
to work toward a progran of silitary rodernization for the next
five years and that we enpape to cooperate with hinm In hils attain-
ing this geal on the following hiasia:

The United States Lxeeutive Branch deleares its intention

each year to aneck Conpgresnsiennl puthorlicy and appropriantions for
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT _P_lf._ff_..a

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20500

APR 2 7 1908
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Arms Sales to Iran

State, with the concurrence of Defense, recommends that
you approve the following response to an Iranian arms
reguest:

. a FY 1968 credit sales program on con-
cessional terms of $75-100 million de-

pending on availability of funds;

- & promise that annually over the next
five years (FY 1969-73) the Executive
Branch will seek funds (as agreed by
the two governments) for credit sales
to support the Shah's program of force
modernization, based upon joint reviews

of Iran's military and economic situation.

The proposed approach is in lieu of a $600 million, six-
year commitment (FY 1968-1973) proposed by our mission in
Iran based on the Shah's original %800 million request.

1968 proqram

I have little problem with the 1968 sales proposal. We have
the funds and authorization to cover the $75 million, and
possibly up to the $100 million. The 1968 program would
complete our 1966 sales commitment to Iran. Iran's ecconomy
now appears able to handle this financial commitment. In
FY 1968, Iran is exempted from the Conte-Long amendment.
Since we are not providing economic aid or P.L. 480 sales,
the Symington amendment does not apply.

Longer-term commitment

I aqree with State and Defense that we are in no position
to meet the Shah's longer-term request for the &-year,
$600 million dollar program.
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ATTACHMENT

¢y g
-
SELECTED DEFENSE EXPENDITURES
AND ARMED FORCES LEVELS INDICATORS
{Based on current fiscal year)
($ in millions)
A. Defense Expenditure Indicators
% change
over
Total Defense previous % of budger T of GNP
Budget Budget YEAT to defense to defensc
India 6788 1519 +5 23 3.4
Pakistan 2230 475 -4 21 3.5
Turkey - own re-
Bources 2086 41 +6 21 5.0
(inc.US MAP) (528)
Iran * - current 2309 508 +24 22 8.4
by 1973 3562 963 +11 27 B.9
B. Armed Forces Levels Indicators
Population men # tanks ¢ jet combat aircraft
India 511,000,000 1,146,000 1,300 900
Pakistan 120,000, 000 286,000 900 325
Turkey 34,000,000 518,000 2,289 369
Iran * - ecurrent 26,300,000 153,600 7105 121
by 1973 30,100,000 172,000 1,110 177

* Iran figures for 1973 assume 1) Iranian &4th Plan projections and

2) implementation of full $600 milli.oln packoge requested.

DECLASSIFIED
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You may wish to conslder calling in the members of the Vietaam
negetiating team, plus the senlor members of the government who will be
backstopping the effort -- if it ever begins -~ and talking to them aleag
the followiag lines.

1. All members of the government must understand that in dealing
with Hanol -~ and thelr Communist friends -- we are not dealing with
diplomats in the ¢ld clasesical 19th Contury tradition. They may well behave
in formal diplomacy with correctasss, skill, and lucidity. But they view
diplemacy as the net outcomse of thelr ability to inflwence the fellowing factors
during the negetiation itsell:

== the military situation on the grownd;

-= the political situation inside South Vietmam;

== U. 8. -=GVYN relations}

== "world opinion" and U. S, political forces that might bsar om the
Executive Branch.

2. As a government we shall, therefere, have to fight the battle on
all these fronts, in addition to diplomacy itself. Our experisnce with the
first moath since the President's March 3lst statement already demonstrates
this fact boyond doubt. Therefore, the Presidest wishas the govermment to
think autematically in terme of all these dimensions of the nagotiation in
relationship to ons another and to werking towards a total U, B, pelicy which
advances cur imterests.

3. Beyead that the President wishes those concermed te kmeow that one
major reason that he withdrew frem candidacy was to assure that the pesitions
taken im the meaths ahead on Vietmam would be pesitions that he judged right
in the U, 3. interest, freed of any short-run U. 5. pelitical pressures. The
Preosident wishes peace in Southeast Asia at the sarliest possible moment,

Hs wishes all members of the gevernment to apply to this end all the Imagin-
atien, skill, experience and insight of which they are capable. But this
Administration will ealy settls for an honorable psace as we wnderstand it,

4. Therefore, the President asks all membars of the goverament
ts operats as a united tsam. There will, of course, be differences of view
among us and debates on this move or that move at one time eor anether.
Thase debates and discussions must be kept whelly within the family. We are
negotiating with Hanol, not with sach other, That asgotiation should take place
between governments and not between the U, 8. goverament and the press.

CONFIDENTIAL W. W. Rostew



ACTION

Wednseday, May 1, 1968
11:55 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Not knewing whom to talk to in the White House since Marv Watsem
left, Wayne Hays called me with the following message.

1. Ha has a sumbar of Administration bills in his commities;
but he won't move them unti]l ha gets satisf{action on thres matters.

Z. First, the Paris Embassy. Ha says that the StateDepariment
wanis to renovate the preseat Embassy. He sees no sense in lt. The
Rothachild houss which we own is deteriorating. Wa should get out of
ths Embassy and into the Rothachild houss and it won't cost oma naw dollar.

3. Tha Embassy in Bogeta. We are paylag an excassively kigh
lease. Using enly twe-thirds of cur presest Embassy recidence, we will
pay tha total cest of the bullding in five years. Again, we sught to get
into a new Embassy and, accerding to Congressman Hays, it would cost
us mothing,

4. A man named Geerge Rsnshard was promised cemsideration for
an Ambassaderial appolatment by the Whits House. An African pest was
mentionsd. PBet nothing has happemsd. Ha wanis to know what will happen.

S. After Haye called me, Bill Macember called and sald he was in
the office when Hays phemed me. Macomber will get on to these three
mattsrs at State. Hs says that o the twe Embassiss, Hays "bas a paist. "
Hs also says that Renshard has other Congressional suppert.

I will repart back to you what Magember can move in these matisre.
I would be grateful for any interim guidance.

W. V. Rostow



INFORMATION e

—TOP-SECRET TRINE==MARIA THREE
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(]
Wednesday, May 1, 1968 -- 9:10 a.m.

kr. Preslident:

Thase twe sensitive pleces of intell -
ene frem a French seurce, | 1 3.4 (LY 1)L3)

L | indicate Hamol was sngaged
almest simultansously in high-lavel discusslons
with Peking and Mescow rouad abeut April 20.

1
34)il3)
W. W. Rostow
Paris 13331
Intercapt
Parils 13321
—TOP SECRET SAL ’E l]

0, 12958, Sec. 3.6
NI rfE.M. 00331‘
: .55 _ MARA 10 T-0%

WWRostow:rln
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NODIS/MARIA THREE

SUBJt FRENCH CHARGE'S CONVERSATION WITH DRV AMBASSADOR PEKING

SOURCE PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH FCLLOWING REPORT DATED APRIL 26
FROM PEXING:

BEGIN TRANSLATION:
1 REFZR 70 MY TELEGRAM 514,

YESTERDAY, AT A RECEPTION, 1 SAW MR. LOAN AGAIN. THE DRV
REPRESENTATIVE MENTIONED AGAIN, SPONTANEOUSLY, AS HE ALREADY DID
ON APRIL (2 (SEE MY TELEGRAM UNDER REFERENCE), THE PROBLEM OF
THE SITE FOR THE MEETING BETWEEN AMERICAN AND NORTH VIETNANMESE
DELEGATES. HE INDICATED TO ME TMAT IN HIS OPINION THT.E WAS NOV
PRACTICALLY RO LONGER A CHOICE EXCEPT BLTWECW PARIS AND WARSAV.

THE AMBASSADOR APPEARED TO BE ®MORE RELAXED AND LESS OCCUPIED

1
|
|

!

I
[
L4
'
:
i
i
L]
i

THAYN LAST WEEK. THE OPLINION IS HELD HERE 1IN DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES THHT

PAGE 2 RUFNCR 1333 8O0 RE—7F—
THE. SECRCT CONVERSATIONS BETWELH THZ “rnINESE AND VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES (SCE MY TELEGRAMS 943=47, WITH A MIGN PERSONALITY

0f T... LAO DONG PARTICIPATING, ALLEGEDLY WERE CONCLUDED AROUND
APRIL g0,

OUR GOLLEAUGES GENERALLY AGREE IN BELIEVING THAT THE REPRESENT=-
ATIVES OF THE NLF WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THESE DISCUSSIONS AND THEY
TEND TO DISCARD AS BASELESS THE RUMORS CONCERNING THE EXISTENCE
OF DIFFERCNCES BETWEEN HANOI AND THE.FRONT ON THE QUESTION OF THE
UFEHIHE OF. TALKS.

CREE T e Nobham™amb . o jesas’ o®e 8 ol wmea
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5{!“5 GRANC Authority RAC_ 16568 5
B \I,' F Inii 5- ﬂ;__..
—5—E-6-R—E-T PARIS 13321 By _acor - -

NOD1S MARIA TKREE
SUSJECT: CHICOMS ON HANOI'S WILLINGNESS 10 MEET uS
SOURCE PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH FOLLOWING UNDATED REPORT FRONM HANOI:

l. 1THZ CONSZQUENCES ON RELATIONS BETWEZEN PEXING AND HANOI OF

THE VIETNANESE DECISION TO AGREE TO REGOTIATIONS ARE ALL THE MORE
DIFFIC..T TO PEYERNMINE SINCE FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, THE PRESS HAS BEEN
VERY DISCRIET REGARDING CHINA. ONLY TWO ITENS OF INFORMATION WERE
NOTED <N THIS SUBJECT,

2¢ "Tns NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED APRIL 15 A DECLARATION BY THE:

PAGE 2 ..UFNCR 1332] -6E—6R-E-V

ASSOCIATION OF CHINESE NATIONALS RESIDING IN VIETNAMN DEWMAND]ING

OF THE UNITED STATES THE DEFIXITIVE AKD UNCONWDITIOHAL CESSATION

OF SOMBINGS, THE END OF  THE AGGRESSIOR, AND THE WITHDRAWAL OF
ANERICA.: TROOPS. IN THE -DECLARATION, THE CHINESE NATIONALS CONMIT
THEMSELVES TC FIGHT TOGETHIR WITH THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE UNTIL THE FINAL
VICTORY, THZIS DOCUMENT MAKES RO REFERENCE TOQ THE VIETNAXES GOVERN=-
MENT"S APRIL S5 DECLARATION. THIS DECLARATION WAS PUBLISKED, ALONG
WIV: OTHER RISOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY CULTURAL GROUPS AND MASS MOVE-
MENTS, UkUZR THE TITLE "YHE POPULAR CRCUPINGS OF VIETHAM APPROVE THZ
APRIL 3 DECLARATION OF THE GOVERNMENT.

3, “FUR"HERMORE, THE CHINESE-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER, *TAN-VIET'HOA'
("HEW VISTNaM AND NEW CHINA') PRINTED IN ITS APRIL 16 ISSUE LONG-
EXTAACT. FROM THE APRIL 15 ARTICLE IN *THE PEOPLE'S DAILY" REJECT-
ING AXY TDEA OF NEGOTLATION AND URGLINE THE VIETNAMESE T0 CONTINUE
THE FIG.T UNTIL THEY HAVE COXPLETELY EXPELLED THE AGGRESSOR FROK
THE MART.ON'S TERRITORY.

4, "A H.GH-LEVEL DELEGATION REPORYEDLY LEFT FOR PZAING, AFTER

EL e
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-2~ 13321 FROM PARIS, APRIL 30, 1968 (NODIS):

PAGE 3 RUFNCR 1332 )~R-6—R—E—F—
APRIL & TO EXPLAIN THERE THE VIETHWAMESE DECISION, HOWEVER, IT IS
NOT POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN CONFIRMATION OF THIS TRIP OR THE LIST OF

i i g S, S-St

THOSE MAKING THE JOURNEY, f

5. "THE OPINIQMN GENERALLY PREVAILIRG IN SOCIALIST DIPLOMATIC ;
CIRCLES IS THAT CHINA MAENTAINS, FOR THE WOMENT, THE ATTITUDE -
WHICK SHE WAS ALREADY DEFINSD, SHE WILL REPORTEDLY REAFFIRM TO
VIETNAN HER OPPOSITION IX PRINCIPLE T0 NEGOTIATIONS AND WILL
REPORTEDLY UNDERLINE Y0 THE VIETNAMESE THE DANGERS TO WHICH THE
AKRANGEMENT WITH THE IMPERIALISTS EXPOSES 1T, ALSO, CHINA WILL
ﬂmmmuummwm?nmmmmawTMHHMPWWW*Tmcwmn
.BUT SHE WILL KOT REPORTEDLY L.EACISE ANY MATERLAL PRESSURT TO PRE=_.
"VENT T/LS WITH THE AWER1CANS. SKE WILL REPORTEDLY RESSRVE HER. -
(LISIRTV OF ACTION FOR THE FUTURE.".

WALL NER
8T

s X



INFORMATION

—ESECRET=-CROCODILE

Wednagoday, May 1, 1968 -~ 8:45 a.m.

Mr. Preocldont: V‘f I
y s

Horowith two ceaversations ia Salgoa that may
ieterasct you:

== Bunker and Thilsu, with Thiou analysiag
Hanol's iatontions; stating that "In ton daye or so
we shall know whether Hanel means to talk™; and
ralolag o problam we may face deown the line about
the rooumpticn of bembing in the Honol-Haolpheng

AFan.

== A convaersatlon with Do who ouggesto the
beginnings of U.5.-GVN discusolons of negotiatiens
on a syotamatic basls; otating hio view that it wao
ualikely that Hanol would ia fact engage in large-
scale attacks during talko.

W. W, Bostow

Salgea 26022
Salgea 26094

WWRostow:rln
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ANEMBASSY SAIGON ECLASSIFIED : f

TO- SECSTATE WASHDG PRIORITY 1689 DECLASSIFIE I |
STATE GRNC E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 S
___%!:_L_'__E_.._: NLJ f?’-‘fc_fﬁ'r i ll
: 2—L,IG0N 26822 H}' Lo’ !\' ARA um jﬂ?‘f iF - : ;‘I'
* won1s -
" NODIS/CROSIDILE
et S0

' REF 3'STAVI 54614 Lot

*  le WHEN I TOLD THIEU THIS MORNING THAT HANOI HAD RESPONDED TO OUR

. LAST MESC.GE 5ND PROPOSED WARSAW AS PLACE TO NEGOTIATE ON SITE

. FOR EXPLC...TORY CONTACIS AND THAT UZ HAD REJECTED TH1S (REFIEL), :
HE ASXZD ..0W LONG WE ESTIMATED HANOI BOULD CONTINUE THESE DELAYING |
TACTICS. - ASKED WHAT HE THOUGHT.

=
e e T —

PAGE 2 RUIJIR g6P22-6EoAET——

2+ HE 5512 T5Z PRESIDERT- 2 BOMBIM® LIMITATION ANHOUNCEMENT X-:0 C.ME
A A SUR": IE"‘ TO HANOI A4D THEY Wcac K0T READYe THEY SEIZED Gh 15
AND RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY HOWZIUZR, FIR Te0 REASONSt

A. THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED BY UORLD OPINION IF THEY |
IGNORED .2 OFFER TO TALK, AND WOULD HAVE BEEH MELD RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE ..28UNPTION OF BOMSING. .

. _Be MOL IHPORTANT, HANOI NEEDED A RESPITE 70 RESUILD IT8
. PORCES WAIOH UZAE BABLY HURT N THE TET OFFENSIVE.
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i & AT . . . Fed
PAGE =3~ SATGON-26022, ABR 30, 1963 NODIS /CROGODILE 1
6. I-ASKED THIEU WHERE NE NOW THOUGHT THE

ATTACKS WOULD COME, T
HE SAID HE THIiXS THE MAIN EFFORT VWILL BZ DIR

ECTED AGAINST HUE,
AND PDSS1BLY THE HIGHLANDS, HAHOI C.NNOT DO MORE THAN PUT ON A SHOW

IN SAIGON, AND THIS WILL BE A SECONDARY THEATRE. BUT THEIR Alnm
REMAINS THE SAMEs TO OBTAIR A COLLAPSE OF THE GVN AND THE ARVY
FORCES, IT UILL NOT COME OFF. THE COUNTRY IS FAR READIER THAN 1T

SO U |

rl: - !

WAS AT TET, AND THE EHEMY WILL PAY & HEAVY PRICE FOR THEIR ATTACKS. ,] _ il

7o COMMENT: 1T WAS CLEAR THAT THIEU UAS PROBING AS TO OUR INTENe j (9 3
TIONS AND A7 752 SAME TINE WAS CONCERI!ZD WITH WHAT ME SEES IS } |

A PROBLEM ! 3% ‘;IEAHE... m TERMS OF HIS PUBLIC AND OUR RELATIONS. 2

I DID HOT I TO SPECULATE ABOUT HYPOTHETICAL { s
POSSIBILIVICY Y .Hm mnn:ws TALK GIVES YOU SOMETHING OF THE er v R
QUALLTY OF THIEU*S ORDERLY THINKING AND THE QUIET SELF=CONFIDELCE S b
WITH UHICH .3 VIEWS THE NEXT EWEHY OFFENSIVES. 1 4
BUNAER ! MO S

L A r.‘_\_-.,.,...'.l.._ .1 .'F,,'h,ﬁ-l{fﬂﬁLW'i.iémi'-M i L uq-t._..uuru.hw‘h-..--i & Jegila r...-.m.#‘; ;: .il
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ZNY 65558 ZZH

P 0185102 AY 68 19568 MAY 1 AM 2 07
FM AMENMBASSY SAIGON

TO SECSTATE UASHDC PRIORITY 1755

STATE @GR DFCLASSIFIED
BT E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
| _-SE-C-A-E-7- SALGON 26894 NLS 97281
' : S ARA Date0-5-f
HODIS/CROCODILE By e ., NARA Date 2 ff

REFs GSAIGON g6@22

le ~S A FOLLOW-UP TO CONVERSATION EETWEEN AMBASSADOR ARD
PRES_.ENT THIZU REPORTED REFTEL, FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED

.POL1% AL COUNSELOR TO CALL TO DISCUSS HEXT STEPS IN US/GVN

CONSU_TAT .G PROCESS. AMBASSADOR HAD SUGGESTED TO THIEU
THAT W2 COAHENCE THE INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS LN RESTRICTED
GROU- ~§ SODN AS POSSIBLE. IT WiS AGREED THAT FIRST NEETING
OF GROUP wOULD TAKE PLACE LATE AFTERNOOH MAY 2.

2¢ ..LITVICAL COUISELOR SUGGESTED THAT ‘FIRST MEETING COVER
GCLIuiHARY EXCHARGE OF VIF'15'ON FIRST TU0 OR.THREE POLNTS
LISUSS 1w SUGGESTED OUTLINE GIVEN TO DO APRIL 19 -(SAIGOHN 25167

PiCT Z RUIUIR 26094~ ECHET

DO SAID TiAY THIEU WISHED TO TALK PRIMRILY ABOUT SUBSTANCE
OF- US/DRV CONTACT rnl.g BASED OH THE INSTRUCTIONS TO HARRIMAN
WHICK HAD SEEN RFvSwFD SEPARATELY WITH THIEU, KY AND DO.
RE ADDED 7HAT GVN WISHED TO EXPRESS CERTAIN VIEWS ON US/

DRV TALKS BUT AGREED THAT A PRELIMINARY EXCHANGE ON (1)
PARTIC.PATION AND ¢2) AGENDA OF SUSSEQUENT TALKS MIGHT FIT

1 THIS DISCUSSION. DO EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT THEY
:}ﬁl T:28 'FIRST EXCHANGE TO SE RELATED TO PRELIMITARY US/

L

3. IN COURSE OF- CONVERSATION DO SAID HZ DIFFERED SOMEWHAT

WITH T.E ..IALYSIS QF ENEMY INTENTIONS BY THIEU AND OTHER

GVN MIL1Z.RY LEADERS, HE THOUGNT 1T 177, UNLEINELY THAT THERE
WOULD BE-A LATGE SUCHY ATTACK.Dualiu 42 PERIOD OF TALKS. HE
BELIEVED THAT UANOI PLACED SUFFICICUT ZEPORTANCE ON INUERNAT=- -

. .JONAL. REACTIDNS. 80.TAAT. TREY WOULD, .07 YANT.TO.RISK WIDSSPREAD, . °
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_SEQRE =
~2- SAIGON 26094, May 1, 1968 NODIS/CROCODILE

CRITICISH .AROUGH<I HASSIVZ ATTACY ON 47008 OR OTVZN XEY i,m..m!-l -_:
ﬁHEnﬂ I“ 5“ - nu ‘Hu“ﬂlﬂl :}IE Eﬂ-ll H 'lﬂ-'q.l-.- :! ;-T:nﬂ 1--F JI’" .l.-ﬂ

HEAVY R'TE OF INFILTARTION __OF MEH £D SUPPLIES, COWTINMUZ TO SPREAD
RUMORS OF ATTACKS AS PART OF A PSYCI0LOC.CAL CAMPAIGN, AND KEEP :
UP A REASONABLY HIGH LEVEL OF MILITARY PRESSURE AROUND THE COUNTRY,:

{

PAGE 3 RUMJIR 26894-SETCRET —
BUT wOULD MOT AT A LEVEL WHICH CO!M. \RE THEM ErSILY VULHERABLE
TO cHAreFs0~ DAD FAITHs !E CITEw .iICZiT HAMOL COMMENTARY
CLIAMING #H*SSIVE US AND GVH HILETJRT ACTIVITIES &S AN INe
giﬁ:}{ﬂ" OF THEIH ﬂﬂﬂf:““l“ﬂ FORT 70 DEPICI OUR SIDE AS

& =mid -ﬂll l-'.rlq.-ny

4, DO UAS HUCH CONCERNED WITH THE POSSIBLE EFFECT IN SVH

OF THE. LiEWw "VIET NAM ALLIANCE OF NATIONALIST, DEMOCRATIC,
AND PEACEFUL FORCES"™ (SAIGON 23825)., HE FEARED THAT THIS

NEW HARQGI/NLF EFFORT wOULD BE NOT ONLY MISLEADING TO AMERI=-
CAN AND OTHER OPI4ION ABROAD, DUT HIGKT ALSO ATTRACT CERTAL.
SOUTH VI ST MESE WHO DID HOT UNDERSTAND ITS PURPOSE AND
REALITY. (TR47 VAN TUYEN EXPRESSED THZ SAME CONCERN TO
POLITICAL COU~.ELOR EARLIER IN T:Z DAY, SAYING THAT HE FEARZD
CERTAIN DISCONTENTED STUDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS MIGRT BE
DRAWN 1470 THIS NEWw EFFORT T0 CRZATE THE APPEARANCE OF AN
ORGANIZ,.TION SEPARATE FROM THE NLF AS A COUNTER TO THE GVN
AND OTHLR CENUINE NATIONLIST GROUPS. TUVEW REMARKED THAT THE
Ve WERS STILL HAVING SOME SUCCESS WITH CERTALN STUDEHN
CIRCLES IM THE SAIGON AREA.) DO SALD THAT HE KNEW LA

THAO WEC MiC LONG BEEN IDENTIFIED WITH PRO=-COMMUNIST

e, it D e,

P N e s A 4

Plde < . MJR 25994 550RET-—
WCTIVIT. B,- AND CONSIDERED THAT HE AND OTHERS HAD BEEN TAKXEN
IN BY Th& NLFe IN.RESPONSE TO A QUERY, DO SAID THAT GVN
EFFOR.S 70 CONTACT THE NLF/VC QUIETLY HD STILL BROUGHT NO
RES-0N53. Hc RE.TERATED HIS VIEW THAT THE FORMER SOUTHERN
NAT.OKL.ST INDIVIDUALAS IN THE NLF LEADERSHIP WERE TOO FAR
GORZ -I4 CHE.R INVOLVEMENT WITH THE CONMUNISTS TO HAVE ANY
E%ﬁk'ﬁi;ﬂﬂﬂd'ﬂl 100 AT THIS T1:iS. BUNKER

et =8
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INFORMATION

—&ECREY---CROCODILE
Wednooday, May 1, 1968 -~ B:40 am
Mr. Prooldent:

Horowlth Sec. Rusk's cutgelag to Bowles
and Bowlea' reply.

Bowleo io confident Mro. Gandhl weuld act
and urges us to asthorise him promptly to
approach bar.

The preblam lo that it weuld be preferable
to hoar from Remanians on the questlon wo put
to them about our alllas before malsasching

Mro. Gandhl,
W. W. Rostow
State 155877 to Naw Delhl DECLASSIFIED
Now Delhi 13492 I.€). 12958, Sce. 3.6
NLJ _§7-a8%

By £eo’ ,NARA Date a2.23-98

WWRoatow:rla
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i 155877
OUTGOING: TELEGRAM Derartment i Seate
INDICATE: O couscr ﬁq ar
O cusaci 1o //

Ol ACTION: Amembagsy NEW DELHLI DOE0IAUS el
cCLASSIFIED wils B 42z

D
Lo d STATE 155877 E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
f’? .Eﬁ"'
NODIS/CROCODILE By (o ", ]}df{- o-5-1F

LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSATOZ FROM SECRETARY

1. We would like you= urpzat judgment =-- withouc repeat
without consulting GOI in cny woy, == =¥=&Ff == on Mrs.
Gandhi's possible =eaction :o & szozosal thot GOI play a third-
party role ia f£iiding a mutuslily agreeable gitc for coatacts
betweex Hanol and ourselves.

2. The kiad of proposal we migat put to ra22r would bz for
GO tc zot in touch with Hacol tbhwough i:: establighcd ze-zunie

2 its owm idsa

cations and Coasul General tc puozcsefa site for cont:icts.
Exzaples of the kind of sice we might suggest they =issos. .auld
te Suc:aress, Alglers, Dar-32:-Sulzsm, aad Calrc. Proposa:.zcr
GOZ ac:ioa wolld stress eppucsricceacss of Indiz zeting 4o -lzw
o= ite chalrmanship of ICC, its zesident represcacation aci
sivcet commmications witii Zinol, and its loag-esciblizine.

roLotation as a neutral cosliotgpo: countly.

Tk Dm. | 7o aplet e cmiee el

':'!él T -_5_1' sk SiniSamlen spaerel by :_-'""_W
Waite @ = Mr, Tsztow isuhr ) §/s~2i:. Walsh

S/AH = Gm'ar._a. Harxris: -
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MODIS/CROCODILE
REFt: STATE 155877 o \
l. I BELIFVE MRS. GANDNI WOULD WELCOME OPPORTUNITY FOR s,

GOI TO PLAY A ROLE IN ASSISTiNG US OUT OF PRESENT IMPASSE.

2. ALTHOUGH SHE WOULD BE QUITE WILLING TO ACT WITHOUT ~WNY
SPECIAL APPEAL APPROPRIATENESS OF INDIA (CHAIRMAN OF ICC
COMMUNICATIONS MITH HANOI, NEUTRAL, ETC,) COULD EFFECTIVELY
BE INCLUDED IN ANY MESSAGE SENT TO GOI,

PiuE 2 RUSBAE 134928EC0REF—

3. WHILE VE CANNOT GUARANTEE AGAINST LEAXS GOI wOULD
MAKE A GENUINE EFFORT TO MAINTALIN TOTAL SECRECY.

4, MRS, GANDHI DEPARTS FOR DBHUTAN EARLY MORNING MAY 3.
SUGGEST THAT IF WE ARE TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS APPROACH WE
BC AUTHORIZED TO DO SO TODAY.

BOWLES F
E ;

" 'PECLASSIFIED. A
E.O. Ilﬂ'iﬂ Sec. 35 m——
| N[,,j 77-251 5
By W T ‘im Date 057
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INFORMATION

/Ib .}*“
CONFIDENTHAL— -
Wednesday, May L, 1968 -~ 8:30 a.m.

Mr. Presidesnt:

1 am werkiag with my staff and apprepriate State Department offices
on a list of possible national security initlatives which could be taken
during the next nine months.

The list excludes new major Initiatives or actioas which require the

introduction of leglslatien. It will include new moves and esfforts to carry
forward earlisr Initiatives.

Whea the list is completed, I will sead it to you for yeur decisien as
to how to preceed.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
Wi .:iB;’HGUH-E Guldalines, Feb. 24, 18983
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