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Wednasday, May 8, 1968 -~ 12:00 noon

Mr. FPreslidant:

I asked Brom Smith to make a quite independent security check of
the delegation to Paris. Attached ls his quits reassuring repert.

In my judgmest, the preblem the delegatioa is less likely to be
that of security but of:

== [Effsctive uaity and erganisation, in which 1 weuld persesally
hope that Cy Vance would quistly beceme Chief of 5taff in additlon to his
substantive fuaction; and

- Ll-lk-l-

In the latter respect, I am not thiaking so much of carelassnsss but
of the battls of the press that ls almest certaln te take place since the
North Vietasamese are golag to play thelr Freach frieads to a fare-thes-well.

The whole delegatioa will have to accept the fact that this is golng
to be fought out in Parls not merely at the negotiating table but Ia the press

and back Bill Jerden in mounting a first-class and unifisd prejection of the
U. 8. lise.

DECLASSIFIED V. W, Restow
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL)_G7-283 @
By ,:a , NARA Date_5-37¢
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THE WIIITE HOUSE —

WALHIIHNOGTON

—CoOMNPIDENTIAE— Wednesday, May 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

SUBJECT: GSecurity Review of U. 5. Delegation to Vietnam Talks

The security files of staff members accompanying the U, 5. Delegation
to the Vietnam talks have been reviewed.

There is no substantive adverse information of record concerning any
of the listed individuals with respect to loyalty or security,

With one exception, individuals on the attached list hold Top Secret
security clearances based on background investigations conducted by

the Department of State in the case of the eight people from that
Department, and by Air Force and Navy in the case of the two Defense
Department representatives. The exception is Navy Warrant Officer
James-C. Jensen whose clearance is for access to classified information

only through the Secret category (his assignments in the Navy have not
required a higher clearance).

The F BI checked the names of all persons on the list (and in appropriate
instances their spouses) with a view to determining whether there is
derogatory information of record at F Bl with respect to loyalty or
security (including a current name check in the criminal record files).
No substantive derogatory information was found to be of record at

F Bl with respect to any of these individuals as a result of the name
checks.

S

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6

NLI _ §57-af3 @ Bromley Smith

By .co , NARA Date S-3-7&

Attachment






2
—
INFORMATION

GONFIDENTIAL Wednesday - May 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT éz’ﬂ W

SUBJECT: Your Talk with Six Ambassadors at Ernie Goldstein's
Luncheon, Thursday, May 9, 1:00 p.m.

Composition of the Group

It includes four small South American states, plus Israel and Cyprus:

Ambassador Rossides (Row-SEED-eez) - Cyprus

Ambassador Mantilla {Man-TEE-yah) - Ecuador
Ambassador Rabin (Rah-BEEN) = Israel

Ambassador Avila (AH-vee-lah) - Paraguay
Ambassador Clarke = Trinidad and Tobago
Ambassador Yriart {se-ree-ART) - Uruguay.

Fact sheets on each country, with a biographic sketch of the Ambassador,
are in the attached briefing book. Except for Ambassador Avila, they
all speak Zaglish well.

What You Might Say to the Group

This is a very mixed group. Thay have little in commmon. The issues
on the minds of tha Latinos will have little relevance to the Near Easterners
and vice versa.

1 suggest you use the occasion to get across one important point to the
Israeli and Cypriot Ambassador about the difficulty of making peace.

Ae you know, prospects for a political settlement in the lsraeli-Arab
war are no brighter. Unless there is a break soon, the Jarring mission
may run out of steam. Israel and the UAR must share blame for lack
of progress, and such actions as the Jerusalem parade last week show
little sensitivity for Arab concerns.

DECLASCUTED
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we hope
In Cyprus,/talks will scon begin between Greek and Turk communities
to arrive at & settlement of their long standing problem. They need
to be encouraged to make full use of this opportunity.

You could lsad into the topic by discussing recent developments in

Vietnam and the Parls talke == a subject of common interest to all.
Then you could philosophize about peace coming to those who work
for it rather than those who walit.

With a nod toward Ambassador Rabin, you could discuss how one nego-
tiates from strength and the importance of a proper mix of force and
flexibility in achieving a settlement.

You might next allude to the forthcoming discussions between Greeks
and Turks in Cyprus and express the hope that it will be possible in
the aftermath of agreements reached with Cy Vance's help last fall
to move on to 2 more permanent settlement.

To make the Latinos feel part of the discussion, you could point to
the hemisphere's success in resolving its disputes peacefully -- and

tha fact that there havebean no conflicts between mambers of tha Westarn
Hemlsphere community for almost 30 years.

W. W. Rostow

Attachmaent
Briefing book.
cc - Ernie Goldstein
Hal Saunders

WGBowdler:mm
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1. Ambassador Rossides (Row-SEED-eez)

Ambassador Zenon Rossides, T2, has been accredited since
1960 as both Ambassador to the United States and Permanent
Representative to the UN. He spends most of his time in New
York and displays a poor grasp of U.3.-Cyprus relations.
Recently he visited other countries in this hemlsphere where
he is accredited. Rossides 1s agreeable to all but subordinates,
fussy about his diet (he probably will only pick at the lunch),
and very sensitive about his ambassadorial rank and perquisites.
A Greek Cypriot lawyer, Rossides 1s a zealous and tiresome
propagandist for the Greek Cypriot position in the Cyprus
dispute.

2. Status of the Cyprus Dispute

Since the Vance Mission ended last November's crisis, the
Cyprus dispute has progressed toward a more hopeful stage.
Some 7,000 Greek mainland troops illegally stationed in Cyprus
have been removed and the UN Force in Cyprus 1s preparing to
verify their removal. Archbishop Makarios, his hand strengthened
by winning 95 per cent of the votes in a recent presidential
election, has withdrawn all restrictions on Turkish Cypriots'
freedom of movement and commercial activities and has drafted
proposals for a new constitution. Talks between the two Cypriot
comounities, probably on the subjJect of constitutional revisicen,
may soon begin. It is important that these talks succeed in
stabllizing the island's situation, so that the recurring threat
of a Greek-Turkish war over Cyprus will be extinguished.

3. Cypriot Shipping to North Viet-Nam

Precoccupled with the Cyprus dispute, Makarios has not taken
a stand on Viet-Nam. Huwnverr a number of merchant ships
registered in Cyprus under a "flag of convenience" policy have
engaged in trade with both North Viet-Nam and Cuba. Secretary
Rusk spoke to Forelgn Minister Kyprianou about this problem in
September 195?, following which no Cyprus-flag ships visited
North Viet-Nam until January. Shipping to Cuba, however, con-
tinued, with 43 calls by Cypriot-registered vessels in 1967.
Cyprus' lax ship-registry policy constitutes the greatest
single obstacle to the development of U.S.-Cyprus relations,
because under the Foreign Assistance Act we cannot provide
any economic assistance, including investment guarantees, to
countries that have vessels trading with North Viet-Nam or Cuba.

—.-GD_% CROUP 3
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1. Ambassador Mantilla (Man TEE yah)

Ambassador Carlos MANTILLA Ortega, who is 65 years old,
graduated from Georgetown University School of the Foreign
Service in 1929. Mantilla is a journmalist by profession. His
family owns the influential Quito daily "El Comercio," and prior
to his appointment as Ambassador in August, 1967 Mantilla served
as Executive Director of that newspaper. He has been active in
Ecuadorean and inter-American press organizations and was Presi-
dent of the Inter-American Press Association from 1949 to 1950.
Mantilla received the Maria Moors Cabot Award for journalism in
1944. Although he has not previously served as Ambassador, he
has held other diplomatic posts in Washington and Mexico and at
the United Nations and was a member of the Ecuadorean delega-
tion at Punta del Este in 1967. Mantilla was a member of the
Constituent Assembly of Ecuador in 1966 and 1967 and served as
Chairman of that body's Foreign Affairs Committee. Mrs. Mantilla
(Doris) is a native of the United States.

2. Ecuadorean Internal Situation

Ecuador will hold presidential elections on June 2, and the
election winner will receive the mantle of office on August 31.
The government inaugurated in August will be Ecuador's :sixth
since Jose Maria de Velasco Ibarra was elected in 1960, and the
new President will be the first popularly-elected President since
Velasco Ibarra was ousted in 1961. The 75 year old Velasco
Ibarra is the favored candidate in this election. His opoonents
are Camilo Ponce (conservative) and Andrés F. Cbrdova (Liberal).
Whoever wins the election will inherit serious fiscal, economic arid
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1. Ambassador Avila (#f{-vee-lah) By e’ NARA Date /-5°

Dr. Roque Avila was appointed Paraguayan Ambassador to the
United States in January 1968, He has been a leading Colorado
Party Coneressman and a Director of tha Ministry of Puhliec Health,
A 53-year old physicien, Dr. Avila is considered to be a protege
of Presidert Stroessner, Avila is one of a group of younger men
workinz within the Colorado Party for a more open and damocratic
governmant, )

Dre Avila was bom into a midfle—class family in. Asuncion in
151, He fought (as a First Lieutenant) in the bloody Chaco War
with Bolivia, and earned a2 medicel degree from the University of
Asuncion. In 1942-U3 ard in 195859 Dr. Avila studicd nedicine in
the United States under U. S. Jovernment auspices, and in 1967 he
visited the United States under a partial Leader CGrant. He regards
himself as a great friend of the United States.

Dr. Avila takes himself very seriously and has little sense of
humor, He is married and has six children. Dr. Avila spealis some
English but resents any implication thzt he is not fluent in the

SGUEEE s
2 Domegsiie Politdesl Situation

Paraguay has a twbulent political history with only the most
termwous denmocratic tradition. long periods of suthoritarion rule
have alternated with unstable and short-lived regimes. There has
never been a praceful transfer of power from one politlcal paruy to
another, Twenty-six of the country's fifty presidents have baen
ousted by coups.

President Alfredo Stroessner assumad power by & coup in fay 195k,
The first ycars of his rezime were largely concernsd with the establish-
nent of internal order, sometires by repressive means. lith the advent
of political stability the poverrment gradually implemented a policy of
permitting an expandzd degree of civil liberty. Three opposition parties
have been recognized since 1952 and are peraittad a full range of polit=-
ical activity., liajor electicns were held in 1963, 1955, 1967, and 1968
under progressively improving standards of conduct. (These were the
first elections since 1928 in which opposition parties participated.)
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

1. Ambasssador Clarke

Ambassador Sir Ellis Clarke has been Ambassador to the United
States since Trinidad snd Tobsgo's independence in 1962. He also
gserves 8s his country's Ambassador to the OAS and to Mexico. Within
recent months he has been named Cheirman of the Board of the Trinidad
government-owned British West Indian Airways (BWIA), which is being
asslsted in & reorganization &nd refinancing by several U.S. firms,
Until 1966 Sir Ellis also served ms Trinidad and Tobago's Ambassador
to the U,N,

Although he has no politicsl party affiliation, Sir Ellis
enjoys the confidence of Prime Minister Willisms. The Ambecsador
has slways been Favorsbly disposed towards the U.S5. His attitude
undcubtedly played & major part in influencing Trinidad end Tobhago
to join the OAS in March 1967.

2, Ceribbean Free Trade Area and Caribbean Development Bank

Trinidad and Tobago joined with other English-spesking Caribbesn
countries and islands on May 1 in the beginnings of & Caribbeen Free
Trade Area {CARIFTA). Asthe principal menufacturing center in the
Easstern Caribbean, the country hopes to benefit substantislly as
tariffs are lowered within CARIFTA during the next ten years.
Trinidad and Tobago mleo plans to participate in = Caribbean Develop-
ment Benk being formed by the English spesking territories with U.S.,
U.K. and Canadian assistance. The Bank presently is in a eritical
formulative stage as a result of Jamaica's recent decision not to be
a member.,

3. BRestriction on Import of Trinided Cotton Textiles into the U,5,

‘The U.S. Government has recently put & ceiling on Trinided
cotton textiles being imported intc the U.S5. Until now textiles
have been one of the better growth industries of the sort needed
to cope with Trinidad unemployment situetion (15%) which steadily
is worsening. The Trinided govermnment has requested bilateral
consultations on the matter, and the request currently is under
study within the U.5.G.

4, Iimitation on Immigrants to the U.S. from Trinidad and Tobego

On July 1 en immigrant vise gquote system will go into effect
in theWestern Hemisvhere. The quots is expected to curtail the
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URIGUAY

1. Aabas riart (ee-ree-ART)

Ambassador Juan Felipe YRIART has served in Washington for a
total of 15 years and since 1963 as Ambassador, He has alsc served
in the UK and Sweden in addition to the Uruguayan Forelgn Ministry
since he entered the diplomatic service im 1939. Yriart, who is
49 years old, was educated in Montevideo and Oxford. An active and
compatent Ambassador, Yriart has served under both Blanco and Colorado
party administrations. He is a member of the Colorado Party which
presently is in office. Yriart advocates the closest cooperation
betwzen Uruguay and the United States, but does not hesitate to volce
his owm or his country's views when these oceasionally diverge from
those of the United States Government. He is bilingual,

2. UDUrupusyan Internal Problems

Interacting economic and political probleams, encouraged and
aggravated by outmoded institutions, have In recent years become acute
in Uruguay. The economy provided a fairly high level of living for
the vast majority until the 1950's. A prolonged period of stagnation
then set in and deteriorated into a real decline in 1964, Incipient
inflation in the 1950's distorted the agricultural base of the economy
and made many import substitution industries less economic. Despite
halfhearted attempts to stabilize the peso in 1961 and 1963, the
inflationary rate in 1967 soared to 135% while GNP da2clined by an
estimated 5%, In late 1967, the GOU embarked on & serious stabilization
program and successfully concluded negotiations for a $25 million
IMF standby and $39 million in U.S. assistance ($20 million PL-480
sales agreement plus $19 million in loans for agricultural development
and fertilizer).

The council form of government, which effectively frustrated
the GOU's coming to grips with key economic 1assues, was constitutionally
replaced in 1967 by a presidential form of government. Although
political factionalism is a serious problem for President Pacheco's
governing Colorado Party and for the opposition Blanco Party, there is
some indication that the problem is belng skirted by bringing
technically (and less politically) oriented individuals into top gov-
ernment posts, Nevertheless, tough political sledding is to be
anticipated for years to come, and will be particularly difficult until
the economic stabilization and development program produce the desired

results.
Group 3
Dowvngraded at 12-year intervals;
DECLASSIFIED not automatically declassified,
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3. Urugusyan Foreign Policy

Our relations with Uruguay are excellent. Uruguay maintains
diplomatic relations with all European commuhist countries, and in
the last year has moved toward establishing closer trade relatlons
with them. However, the percentage of Uruguayan trade with those
countries is small and the majority of commerce 1s still with Western
Burope and the United States. The Government of Uruguay traditionally
has been leary of the intentions of the Argentines and Brazilians,
ani occasionally becomes paranold regarding the possibility of inter-
vention by one or both of its large, politically disparate neighbors.



Thursday, May 8, 1968 ¢ fes
fut
MR, PRESIDEMNT:

Attached for your approval and sigmature is a
brief, warm letter to Mayor Hans Hansson
of Giiteborg, Sweden,

The mayor wrote to you on April 19 enclosing
and endorsing a pre-American article frem

one of Swedan's leadiag newspapers and express-
iag his best wishes to you and your family.

The mayor occupies an important position in

Sweden, Your letter would show our intereet
in cordial relations with Swedaen,

W. W. Rostow

If you approve, we will
meed your signature on
the attached letter

Disapprove

Call me

ERF:mm



May 9, 1968

Dear ayor Hanseen:

Thank you for the kiad sentiments
expresecd in your note of Apeil 19.
Mrs, Johmson aad I recall with
pleasurs our visit to your hand-
some city ia 1963 and partisularly
approciate your theughtfulness,

Siscezaly,

The Hemarable
Haas Hansson
rMayer of Gutebeorg
Geteboeg, Sweden

LEBEI:ERF:mm



























MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WALHINGTOHN : &/
- I‘I_LEF’- d
—GONFIDENTIAL Wednesday, May 8, 1968

Mr. President:

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Prime Minister Ramgoolam of Mauritius
Thursday, May 9, at 12 noon

Attached are Nick Katzenbach's briefing memo and talking
points. This is a courtesy call. Mauritius (a small island in
the Indian Ocean) just got her independence from Britain in
March., (John Mosler and David King were your representatives
at the ceremony.) Ramgoolam came here mainly for the formal
entry of Mauritius into the UN.

Our only bilateral issue with Mauritius is the sugar quota.
(Sugar is their principal export and we're a sizeable market for
them.) Ramgoolam might ask for help on the quota. Otherwise,
your talk should be confined to pleasantries.

You might tell Ramgaalam:

== We are glad to welcome another young democracy into
the family of nations, Mauritius can count on U, 5.
friendship as she begins the challenging work of nation-
building.

=~ (If asked:) We know sugar exports are vital to the
prosperity of Mauritius. We will be as helpful as we
can on the quota problem, but Ramgoolam should know
this is also a matter involving the Congress. He should
make his case as clearly and as strongly as possible in
that quarter as well.

DECLASSIFIED
E.(0. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL]_97-3 &3
By co , NARA DalcE_—.ﬁ"‘ER
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Your Meeting with Prime Minister Sir
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam of Mauritius,
May 9, 1968 at 12:00 Noon

Prime Minister Ramgoolam, who came to the U.5., for
the admission of his nation to the UN, is making a pri-
vate visit to Washington May 8 and 9. He visited Canada
privately April 30 - May 8, and will be going to Cape
Kennedy from Washington,

Mauritius received its independence from Great
Britain last March, The country is faced with serious
economic and demographic problems., Its economy is
largely dependent on sugar, and its population of
870,000 is split racially.

The Soviets and Chicoms have shown a keen interest
in Mauritius, Its important location in the western
Indian Ocean would afford them an opportunity to monitor
our tracking equipment in Madagascar and could even pro-
vide a down-range missile tracking station for Peking,
Such inroads would obviously threaten our present use of
Mauritius as a landing site for Project Apollo search-
and-rescue aircraft,

Prime Minister Ramgoolam is well aware of this
situation and has demonstrated that, while outwardly
pro-West, he is not above trying to play one side against
the other., Ramgoolam's main interest in this visit will
be to encourage you to extend aid to Mauritius and to
seek a larger sugar quota., We have very little to offer
in the way of aid and are in no position to change the
sugar quota.
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== Congratulations to the people of Mauritius upon their
entry into the community of independent nations.

== We are very grateful to Mauritius for participating
in our worldwide space efforts by affording NASA and the US
Air Force landing rights in connection with our Manned Flight
Program,

== I was pleased to nominate my good friend David S. King
as my Ambassador to Mauritius. (Ambassador King, who is also
your Ambassador to the Malagasy Republic, is resident in
Tananarive,--The Secretary has written you recommending that

we accept Guy Balancy as Mauritian Ambassador to the United
States.)

Topics Ramgoolam May Raise
Sugar

-~ He might ask that we increase Mauritius' sugar
quota from 17,229 tons (1968) to approximately 50,000 tons.
He may cite his country's heavy dependence on sugar exports
and note that Mauritian sugar production was abnormally low
during 1963-64, the base years for the determination of foreign
quotas under the US Sugar Act.

You May Wish to Respond

== We are very much aware of the important
role sugar exports play in the economic
fortunes of Mauritius,

== Qur Sugar Act recognizes this by assign=-
ing to friendly foreign producersg=-
largely less-developed countries-- a
generous and expanding share of our

—SEEREF—












NOT TO BE RELEASED TO THE PRESS May 3, 1968

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D, C,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF HIS EXCELLENCY
SIR SEEWOOSAGUR RAMGOOLAM, PRIME MINISTER OF MAURITIUS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

10:15 a.m, EDT Depart Toronto by United States Air Force
Aircraft,

11:15 a,m, Arrive Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, D,C,
Proceed to Mayflower Hotel,

1:00 p.m, Luncheon hosted by Nicholas deB Katzenbach,
Under Secretary of State, at Department of
State, 8th Floor,

3:30 p.m, Messrs, Al-Amry, Apcar, and Huang of the
World Bank will call on the Prime Minister
at the Mayflower Hotel,

5:00 p.m, International Press and Publications Service
officials will call on the Prime Minister
at the Mayflower Hotel,
Private Evening.

THURSDAY, MAY 9

9:00 a,m, Mr, Jack Vaughn, Director of the Peace Corps
and Mr, C, Payne Lucas, Regional Director
(Africa), Peace Corps will call on the Prime
Minister at the Mayflower Hotel,

10: 00 a,m, Mr, R, Peter Straus, Assistant Administrator,
Bureau for Africa, AID will call on the Prime
Minister at the Mayflower Hotel,

11:00 a,m, Mr, Joseph Palmer 2nd, Assistant Secretary

of State for African Affairs, will call on
the Prime Minister at the Mayflower Hotel,
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Wodnooday, May 8, 1968 -~ 7:40 p.m. prw
My, President:

Esswiag hbow much wiser you have beoa than
most of us on India, I attach a meomorandum which

I have not signed.

The background ls this: When you erdered
s bold up oa the Indlan lsan, I lnstructed our
peopls to examing every form of laverage we
might exort on lasues of vital interest to the U, 8.

1 belleve the work has boen doas hemestly and
in the spirit in which I gave guldance.

I I could think of a way to use our gcomemic

leverage over Indla to advance our broader mational
interests, I would cortalaly do se.

Because you may be wiser and more reseource-
ful ia this matter than I, I send this memerandum te
yeu te read and consldar. I can caly commaead It to
you as an hessst effort.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln I‘I"..- £ Lah .a"[ N
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SECBET Wednesday, May 8, 1968 -- 4:15 PM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: AID Loan to India

Two weeks ago you instructed us to hold up on the $225 million AID program
loan proposed for Indla. This loan would fill out our share of consortium aid
for Indian flscal year 1968, which ended in April.

As you lmow, India's economic performance and prospects are better now than
aver. We have tried to use the delay to [ind ways to use the loan zs political
leverage with Mres. Gandhi and to impress on her how painful it is to get these
large sums for a country that len't always as helpful as we could wigh. I am
afraid we have come up empty. Bill Gaud and Nick Katsenbach concur in the
following analysis and recommendation.

Setting

We must start with two unpleasant but very real facts:

l. From the Indian point of view we would be trying to exert more pressure with

Z.

substantislly less aid. Our total capital aid to India In FY 1968, including this
loan, would be about $200 million, about $100 million leas than last year. Thus,
ag the Indians see it, we are ecutting back by more than 25%. This is particular-
ly painful now because India is in an economic recovery, led by the bumpar
harvest, which will cause very serious foreign exchange pressure in the Fall.
And the Indians have not forgotten that we were among the leaders in the Con-
sortium who assured them in 1966 that they would get $§900 million per year in
non-project aid if they agreed to devalue and make other economic reformas.
Thay went through with the reforms. But this year, beacause of our cut and the
delay in IDA replenishment, they will get less than $600 million in non-project
aid. Thiis adds up to a poor base for more arm-twisting.

The Government of India is in a particularly weak and delicate political position.
Mrs. Gandhi presides over a loose confederation of worried politicians. She is
not strong enough to erack the whip over them, and they are not strong enough

to withstand heavy nationalist pressures from the Parlilament. This problem
has been aggravated lately by the lobbying on the Non-Proliferation Traaty in
which the Russians (or so the Indiane say’ have threatened to cut off aid unless
India signs. Predictably, Mrs. Gandhi and Morarjl Desal have responded with
a pumber of belligerent statements, public and privats, to the effect that anybody
who tries to blackmalil India with aid can take a flying leap. Whether we like it
or not, we are clearly in a position where the slightest hint of an attempt to use

R ET












ACTION

Wednsoday, May 8, 1968
7:18 p.m.

Mr. Prosldent:

Herewith this draft communique
ls agrecabls to the Thals.

They understand It lo not agreed

by us untll you apprevae. It goes no
further ln commitments In Asla tham

existing language which you have appreved.

W. W. Restow

WWRestow:rla
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INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

—TOP-SECRET Wed., May 8, 1968

5:15 p. m.

Mr., President:

There is evidence that the North Vietnamese
may have moved MIGs into an airfield six miles :
south of the 20th parallel giving them a capability .—Lx/l;

to expand their area of operations to the South. ¥

Yesterday Communist MIGs engaged a flight of

US F-4 aircraft in the Vinh area and shot one down,
The North Vietnamese flight staged from Bai Thuong
Airfield and apparently retired to the Phuc Yen

Airfield in Hanod,
lﬂ ﬂ.ﬁ./ﬂﬂutnw

Attachments : —POP-SECREP-CODEWORD

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL/RAC pp- 333
By s, NARA, Date 5-2-03

IR R T
l"'ﬂ'q--""":-- i .
- Lo 1 vrikailie # ] i \
L'}
e e Rl
] - E =
- " - -

.. \d]!;



Thai Force For South Vietnam

More

An initial contingent of the Royal Thail
Army Volunteer Force -- a newly formed two-brigade
division -- will deploy to South Vietnam on or
about:.15 June, a month ahead of schedule. So far
as is known, the second brigade will begin leaving
on 27 Jan 69, As the 11,000-man division moves
in, elements of the Queen's Cobra Regiment will
return; it deployed to South Vietnam in mid-
September 1967. <{SECRET NO-FOREIGN DISSEM)

on MIG Engagement in Panhandle

8 May

Additional COMINT data indicates that three of
the MIGs active south of 20 degrees north on 7 May
staged from Baili Thuong Airfield and that one of the
MIGs apparently did shoot down a USN F-4, Tenuous
COMINT data indicates that as many as eight MIGs
were again active in the Bai Thuong area some six

hours later and that today a MIG-17 may have flown
to Bai Thuong from Hanoi.

Operational reports confirm the loss of the
F-4 to a probable MIG-17; COMINT, however, indicates
that only MIG-21ls were involved. US air crews ob-
served an air-to-air missile from a MIG impact on
the F-4 causing it to go out of control. Both air
crew members were recovered safely. One of the MIG

pilots reported shooting an aircraft "into flames,"
and firing two missiles.

This and other recent activity shows that North
Vietnam intends to expand its area of MIG operations
to the south, staging from Bal Thuong and possibly
other airfields. <SECRET SAVIN™NO FOREIGN DISSEM)
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Wednooday, May 8, 1968 - 5:30 pm

Mr. Prosldeni:

With respect to the agenda this afterasen,
Sec. Rwsk suggesis that we reverse the order of
the first twe lHemes:

== First, the opening statement which he
will introduce and oa which you may wish te hear
commant;

== Thena, Sec. Rusk te summariss cur
presast tentative pesitisa oa the key technlcal
segotiating lssuss (he appreves the reasealag
behind tentative);

== Thea, finally, the baslc guidelings that
you wish te lay dowa for the team, as In my
memorandum of sarller this afterncea.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln
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SECRET
Wednooday, May 8, 1968 - 5:00 pm
Mr, Presldeat:

Herewith the prepesed Harriman
opening statement outlining eur baslc
peaition,

1 may have some miner suggestions

but the essentlale seem to be there, U
our megetiators stick with them.

WWReastow:rin Whita Hoiise
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R
}_ta
|



I |

-SBERELTNCOYS Master copy &

Opening Statemeat

Wa are meeting here today to begin the work of peace.

We have always believed that the conference table == not

|
|
|
|
the battlefield =~ 18 the place to resolve differences, ii
Many days of hard discussions lie before us, The passions |
of war have created susplcion and distrust between us., Let |
me state today that, for our part, we will make every cffoxt E
to maintain these conversations on the serious level which Eg*é
they demand. It should be our common task to seek ways to %j
develop a sound basis for mutual understanding. ;ﬁi“
Our. objective in Viet-Nam can be stated succinctly and Fj?f
simply == to presecrve the right of the South Vietnamese peopie
to.decermine thely own future without ocutside interference. ~;¥i

The process that brings us here today began with

Government - of Cthe Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam responded
by agrecing to meet with representatives of the United States

i
President Johmson's speech of March 31. On April 3, the [’“
Government. We understood this to be recognition on youxr i

part that the President's initiative had opened the way for

|

us to meet 5

DECLASSIFIED r
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As to the future of South Viet-Nam we relterate the
fundamental principle that the South Vietnamese people must
be allowed to determine their own future without outside
interference, In the last few years, despite continuing
conflict, the South Vietnamese people have given practical
expression to the right of self determination. The majority
of the South Vietnamese people have shown thelr desire for
democratic ways. They are united in thelr determination to
choose thelr own way of life and thelr own form of govermment,

The objective of National Reconciliation has been

of South Viet-Nam,
accepced by the Government/ This means that all individuals,
regariless of thelr past actions, may receive the full rights

of c.cizenship.

The United States believes that all of the South Vietnamese

peop_< should be allowed to participate peacefully in their
colntry's future, and we reaffirm our belief im the "one-man,
one-vote" principle.

In the wider context of peacc in Southeast Asia, we
believe that the Geneva Agreements of 1962 must be ocbscrved.

They provided
—SReRELN0DIS




SECRETINODIS
.,

They provided for the neutralization of Laos. North Viet-Nam

has falled to respect these Agreements., North Vietnamese
troops remain in Laos, North Viet-Nam has systematically
continued to use the territory of Lrsos to send men and
military equipment South to invade South Viet-Nam in
violation of its specific undertakings.

This aggression continues and has been intensified
since the early part of this year. We believe it is funda-
mental to peace in Southeast Asia that these Agreements
on Laos be honored.

The future economic development of Southcast Asia
concerns its people and thelr fxlends, Development is
preferable to war. President Johnson, in his speech at
Johns tHopkina University inm April 1965, pledged substantial

support foxr reglonal initiatives in this direction., We

reaffirm our offer to contribute to the couoperative development

o> the economic life of the peoples of Southeast Asia -- an
e-fort in which we hope North Viet-Nam would be willing to

particlpate.

The objectives

_SBOREL/NODIS

i S —
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The objectives of the United States are limited.

We do not seek to impose our vliews on any nation. We believe

that the countries of Southeast Asia should be free to

determine thelr own internal affairs and their international

position as the peoples of those countries see fit., In

Viet-Nam we seek no sphere of influence == no military presence,

no bases, no alliances. We have no desire to threaten or

harm the people of North Viet-Nam or to invade your country,

What we seek == and seek most carnestly == is South
Viet-Nan's freedom from attack and its right Lo determine
its own future, This is the basis of a lasting peace in
Souceast Asia,

The President of the United States has often stated
the -asic desire of our people to live in peace with all
nations, We seck no wlder war in Southeast Asia. We are
prepared to explore all matters relevant to the substance

of p:eaca,

As the President said on March 31, the present limited

bombing of North Viet-Nam can end. Events wlll determine

whetaer we can take the risks which such a step can entail

to t.e ~ives of our men and our dlies.

Today a srep

~SReRNSINCDIS




Today a step on the road to peace has Leen taken.
It 15 certain that the road ahead will be uneven and that !
differences will arlse. The eyes of the people of the
world are on us and their hope for peace rests on what | 9

we do here.
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Wedassday, May 8, 1968 )
4:05 p.m.
hir. Prosldent:

This fact sheet oa bembiag in April suggests
the quits high price ca which we ought to lasist
for stopping the bembing of the Nerth Vietmamese
Panhandle

The bembing la May asd thereafter will
become lacrensingly affective and Impertant
becanse the weather ia now cleariag ia Nerth
Vieteam, as the monsoen shifis,

W. W. Reastow

wwrostow:rln
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Effccts of the Dombing Since 31 March 1968 (U) &Ju

&~
1. (55) The bombing efforc during April 1968 was below the 20°
parallel ond directed almost entirely against the LOCs, transport,
ond supply focilities., Damage inflicted to highways and highway
facilities vcsulted in the temporary denial of major routes for
short pcriods but generally the LOC nctworks remoincd serviccable
most of the month., Veohicles damoged and destroyed south of the 20°
parallel in North Vietnom were higher than any month this yecar and 2
threc-fold incrcase over April 1967. In Laos the upward trend was also
apparcnt; vehicles reported damoged and destroyed were the highest on
record and a 10-fold increase over April 1967. Damage to waterborna
logistics craft and railroad rolling stock decreasced from April 1967
levels. A grester number of strikes were made on tramsshipment points
along the LOCs in NWorth Vietuam during April than in the entire first
quarcer of 1968. The lack of bomb domage assessment recports, however,
precludes any quantification of the results.

2. (5) Effects of the bombing:

April 1967 April 1963

Vchicles destroyed and damaged AT

North Viectnam TR 4 SRRy L
Laos v L. 13399
Waterborne Logistics Craft destroyed 1,124, . _ 610,
and damaged o pimap oy g v
Railroad Rolling Stock destroyed - A, 3
and damaged G SRS svesr T
Strikes Against Transshipment Points 33 119

3. (SS5) Difficulties were encountered by North Vietnamese infiltration
groups due to the bombing. On 24 April, an unidentified rear services
element located about 10 milecs south of Dong Hod reported "so many
difficulties" caused by air raids that “the groups advancing were forced
to turn back." Another group on 20 April reported 12 wounded, one
killed, and damage to their supplies from two airstrikes. Other groups
have rapnrtud that "enemy bombing" had heavily damaged roads forcing
repairs before they could proceed.
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CONTFIDENTIAL— Wednesday, May 8, 1968, 4:00 P. M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Security Review of the Staff of the U.S, Delegation at &
Vietnara Talks

In response to your request for further information the security review
of the staff members of the U.S5. delegation to the Vietnam talks include:

l. A FBI check of the records of the staff members, including
the FBI criminal files, which turned up no substantive derogatory

information with respect to loyalty or security and no evidence of
arrest.

Z. Defense and State Department security files on the persons
listed contain the results of background investigations which were
thoroughly reviewed here. From the standpoint of loyalty and
security, no reason was found on which to base a recommendation that
the persons listed should not serve on the staff of the U.S. delegation.

Because several of the staff members have served abroad, a full field
investigation of each cannot be completed as promptly as deslred. I a

request for such investigations is made today, the results might not be
available to you before several wecks.

BKS:amc e
E.O. | SHec. 2.0




ACTION

Wednesday, May 8, 1968
3:40 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herewlth, as requested, a letter
to His Holinese.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



May 8, 1968

Your Hollness:

I read today of your plan to visit Bogota ln August,

1 am sure your precence In thlo Hemisphere will
strengthen and Inspire all of us to movo forward
in peace 2nd progress, and in continued loyalty
to the humane cpiritual herltage we share.

You may wich to conslder If a visit to Washington
la the course of your journey would be possible
and convenient,

It would be a joy for us -- and a source of
comfort == to greet you here and to recelve agaln
the beneflt of your counsel.

Sincerely.
His Hollneso
Pope Paul VI
Vatican City
LBJ:WWR:rln
DECLASSIFIE
White I"!I_'Zl_!:{._; Gul : ED

delinag, Fab, 24, 1983
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ACTION

Wednesday, May B, 1968
= 5#1:1'.-

MEMOBRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT /7 r{',;
A Lt

SUBJECT: Meessage to the King of Laos on the Lao National Day

May 1l is Lao National Day. Below is a State Department suggestion for a
message from you to the King of Laos:

Your Majesty: H-is-with-apgreat-deal-ofpleasure that I extend to
you and to the People of Laos the sincere good wishes of the people of
the United States of America on the National Day of the Kingdom of
Laos.

On this occaslon we wish to reaffirm our support of the staunch
efforts of the Lao people to achieve peace and tranqgullity. It is
our earnest hope that the neutrality of the Kingdom of Laos will

be respected and honored by all nations.

I assure you that the principles embodied in the 1962 Geneva
RAgreements guide our relations with your country, and we
continue to support full implementation of the provisions of

those Agreements as the best means of assuring an enduring

peace for your country. With personal regards, Lyndon B. Johnson.

I recommend that you approve the message.

W. W. Rostow
Approve

Disapprove

Call me
MWright:wpt
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT f A ’,5'“- '

SECRET —. By

SUBJECT: US-German Talks on Military Cffsets

At Tab A for your approval is an oral statement on US troop levela
in Germany for use if required during the US-German talks on military
offsets that begin tomorrow.

In prelimimary talks im Bomn in February, we asked the Germans
for a two-year arrangemaent under which they would fully neutralize
our estimated foreign exchange costs for 1969 and 1970. This would
require them to buy $750 million a year of medium term US Treasury
securities, The Germans will offer less. They probably have in mind
settling at last year's level of $500 million, Our fallback is something
in between -- poseibly $675 millioa. for one year.

We understand the Germans will ask for some assurance on troop
levels if we come to an agreed financial settloment. They mentioned
a reaffirmation of what we said in a secret minute at the conclusicom of
the Trilateral Talks last year. In effect, what they want is an informal
understanding that US troop levels will stay at currently envisaged
levels during the life of the affset agreement, They recently received
such an assurance {rom the British at the conclusion of their offset
negotiations with the UK.

In the event the Germans do raise the troop leval isswe, State and
Defense have worked out an agreed oral statement (Tab A).

This statement reaffirms our intention to maiwtain cur NATO {orce
stremgth through 1968 and links any sigsificant reduction in NATO forces
over the future to a balanced move by the East or to a basic change in
the security situation. This statement is not as precise a commitment
on troop levels as the one we gave them following the Trilaterals but
it may be all we need for preseant purposes. If the Germans imsist on
a reaffirmation of last year's assurance as a condition for a satisfac-
tory financial outcome, we will check with you again.

Our pesition on the Talks has beon worked out by the Special Steering
Group on Military Offsets (Fred Demiag, Gene Rostow, Paul Nitze,
and Ed Fried). Secretary Rusk has gone over the statement on troop
levals. Gens Rostow will head our delogation for the Talks.

I recommend you approve the statement.

%LL.. W. W. Rostow
ERF:uuu  Approve Disapprove Call me SECRET
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STATEMENT ON U.S. MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS

SECHET

The U.S. side should not raise this subject. The primary
subjects for the May 9 talks are financial. However, if the Germans
raise the issue gemerally, or seek to relate our force levels to the
level of neutralisation, we should make no commitment but should:

1. Point out that under the Trilateral arrangemaent,

we are now redeployiag 34, 000 American military

persomnel and four tactical air squadrons from Germany.

2. Bay that the NATO Defense Planning Commitise
commitment we made (for calendar year 1968) in De-

cember 1967 continuss in force.

3. Refer to the statement by the Presideat following

Brosio's visit of February 19, namely that "they considered

that the maintenance of NATO's streagth,including the U. S.

commitment, are necessary to continuing stabllity and

security in the North Atlantic area. This stabllity and
security provides the basis for exploring with the USSR the
poseibility of mutual force reductions. "

4. Recall the first of the three principles which
governed Mr. BicCloy's megotiations during the Trilateral

Talks which read, 'Force levels should be determined

SECKET
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through agreement among the Allies on the basis of
security considerations, broadly construed.” This con-
tinues to be the case.

5. Say that the U. 3. belioves that significant re-
ductions of Allied military strength should only occur as
part of a balanced reduction of military strength by both
East and West, or as a consequence of other major shifts
in the security situation. Allied force levels for 1968 are
now based on the NATO Defense Planning Committes action
of December 1967. The U.S. is prepared to contimue to
participate in multilateral determination of what NATO

force levels should be.
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THE WHITE HousE -
WAAHIRETON !}
Wed., May 8, 1968 i
2:50 p.m,
MR, PRESIDENT:

Revised remarks, with additional
paragraph as requested.

Attachment w Mtuw

OK

No

Call me

1 would put in a paragraph about my being there
three times,. ..l think Iwas there as VP, as

Pres, and then this last time at the air
base.

LBJ/m{
5-8-68
1:00p



SUGGESTED REMARKS (May 8, 1968
2:35 p.m. )

Prince Wan:

I am very happy to greet you today -=- with your Prime Minister
at my side,

It is wonderful to be able to pick up a telephone and talk directly
from the White House in Washington to Government House in Bangkok,

It symbolizes the close friendship between our countries -- a friendship
sealed by our common sacrifices for the security and progress of
Southeast Asia,

I have visited Thailand on three occasions, I shall always
remember the kindness shown to me by its people. AndI am also
grateful for your friendship and hospitality to the Americans now serving
in your country,

I send through you to Their Majesties and the great people of
Thailand the warmest regards of the American people, who will continue

to stand beside you in the Pacific community,
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11:25 a. m,

Mr, Presidsnt:

Is this short version acceptable 7

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

N
b -






s

I~

Wednesday, May 8, 1968
2:35 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Bill Scranton just called. He said that you have several times
urged him to leave with you any thoughts he might bave about
foreign policy. It has occurred to him that it might be wise to
put a Republican on the delegation in Paris who was not involved
in the campaign but would have a certain credibility with the
Republican leadership.

He believes that such a figure might help keep the negotiation
out of politics, especially if the negotiation is long, drawn out
and contentious. The presence of a Republican who could come
back and report might restrain the Republican nominee during

the campalign.

He says he has no one in mind.

W. W. Rostow


















Wednesday
May 8, 1968

CONFIPDENTIAL ~ ﬂ‘v’” .'I

Mr. President:

Herewith the foreign visitor schedule
you approved yesterday from July
through December and your schedule
from May through June as it stands

now.

W. W. R.

D'_i LASS ED
Whtta House Guidalinrgs, Fak, 24, 1063
By ;_'I!; , HAHA, Cate S =



CONEEIDERTTIL

Proposed Schedule of Visitors

Visitor

Presicdent Frei

Ruler of Kuwait

President Tombalbaye

Prime Minister
Barrow

Prime Minister
Bakkush

Praesident Diaz
Ordaz

President Pacheco

Prime Minister
Hoveyda

President Leoni

ECLASSIFIED

July - December 1968

Chile

Hugust
Kuwait

Chad

September

Barbados
Libya

October

Mexico
Uruguay

December

Iran

Venezuela

CONPIPENSIAL

ity Sbede e dler 9-11-9¢

..ﬁmﬁj JARA “ﬁ'ﬁt;kﬂ}f

Type of Date
Visit

State Visit 24-25

State Visit 7-8
Official Visit 21-22
to Washington

Official visit 11-12
to Washington

Official visit 25-26
to Washington (tentative)

Amistad Dam

Official Visit 23
to Washington

Official Visit 4-5

to United States

State Visit 11-12






~CONFIDENTHAL— Wednesday, May 8, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Y L4
v ]
SUBJECT: East European State Vieits f/ e

Following your inquiry to Angier Duke, Secretary Rusk recommends that
you mot invite any Eastern European Chiefs of State at this time (Tab A).

Ceausescu and Tito are the only real possibilities. Ceausescu made himaself
Chief of State a few months ago in order to operate on the international
scene, The chances are about fifty-fifty that he would accept if asked. In
light of Secretary Rusk's comments, we might wait three or four months --
see how the Birladeanu visit goes -- and consider an invitation to Ceaunsescu
later this year,

Tito's security problems during his 1963 visit left a bad taste. The emigres
can be counted on to stir up an uproar whenever he comes. Nevertheless,
a visit would be possible.

As for the USSR, it might be worth considering a second level visitor like
Polyansky if our relations continue to improve and the Paris talks achieve
progress. Polyansky could then call on you. The most promising occasion
for another meeting with Kosygin would be the NPT signing (if the Special
General Assembly is successful). The Russians have been talking about
Geneva for the ceremony, and sounding as if they are presently thinking

of the Foreign Minister level.

Secretary Rusk suggests we await developments. If you want to pursue
any of these ideas further you might wish to talk with him.

Consider Ceausescu idea again

in several months DECLASSITIED

E.(J. 12358, Scc. 3.6

Await developments NLS 97-2 3: _5

By .io , NARA Date 3-5-5&

Put on Tuesday luncheon agenda

Speak to me

WWR:ND:gg
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 'Z&-ﬂ“___
DECLASSIFIED WASHINGTON
E.Q. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL.J f?jz.?f May 3, 1968

By 1.2 , NARA Date-s-#

~—CONFIDENTTAE—

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Invitation to an East European

Chief of State to Visit the
United States

Recommendation:

That you not invite an East European Chief of State
to visit the United States at this time.

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

I have heard from Angier Duke that you would like
our views on the advisability of inviting an East European
Chief of State to wvisit the United States. I do not think
such an invitation advisable now.

President Tite of Yugoslavia, who has traveled widely
to various nonaligned and Communist countries in recent
months, has previously visited the United States (October

1963). I do not believe a further visit by Tito would be
useful at this time.

Romanian Premier Maurer came to the United States
last year for the General Assembly meeting on the Near
East crisis and met with you in June 1967.

Romanian Vice Prime Minister Birladeanu is coming to
the United States on May 14, in response to an invitation
from Dr. Hornig, to visit American scientists and scientific
institutions. This seems to me a sufficient gesture to the
Romanians for the time being.

—SaNBIDENTIAL

GROUP 3 - Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified.






Wednesday, May 8, 1968
-SECRET 10:55 a. m.
MR. PRESIDENT:

lell‘iﬁ -ﬁ“’ Mrl. “F’t d H.
cemversation with Gemeral Eisenhower.

You will be interested especially in paragraphs
3 and 4.

W, W. Rostow

SECRET attachment

DEC A

White House Duidsir;
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SOHCRET-
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ;2“' -

THE NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
WASHINGTOMN, D.C. 20315

8 May 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Visit with General Eisenhower, T May 1968

1. I visited General Eisenhower, with the permission of his
doctors, at March Air Force Base on T May. I told him I would

be leaving on Thursday, 9 May, for the talks with the North
Vietnamese in Paris, but before doing so had wanted to see and talk
to him, wish him well and give him a brief report concerning the
war in Vietnam and the situation as I see it regarding the negotia-
tions.

2. With respect to the war, I reported that it is going favorably.
Despite current efforts of the Communists to attack the cities
(which are being dealt with effectively), the initiative is being
exercised by our side increasingly. Pacification is regaining a
fair measure 'of momentum. There is a marked rise in confidence,
aggressiveness and effectiveness of ARVN forces, especially in

I Corps, where they are performing splendidly. There are signs
the U.S5, is regaining its confidence and steadiness at home.
Bunker and Thieu seem to be working well together, and may be
able to broaden and sirengthen SVN governmental leadership and
effectiveness. Recent military operations in SVN have been highly
favorable to our side and costly to the enemy, who gives signs of
military manpower stringency by the presence of poorly trained
soldiers in units in I Corps (men with less than 30 days training,
even less than 15 in some cases).

3. I told him preparations for the negotiations are taking shape
well, as evidenced in a meeting of principals held yesterday. The
tough issues and hard questions have been identified and U. 8.
views are being developed and formulated. I told him our delega-
tion has firm instructions to be guided by the national interest,

and not to be concerned with considerations of political expediency.
All in all, my feeling is that we are operating from a firm base,
both with respect to the situation and trend in Vietnam and with
respect to the approach of our government. No doubt the North

DECLASSIFIED
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CoNmBENTIKE ﬁf /(/L
Tuesday, May 7, 1968 =~ 6:30 p.m.

My, Presideat:

I doa't wish to perpetuats the myth that I am an uncoatrellable
optimist, but I did want to call your attentioa to the fact that oa this one
day the following fraglle, but hepeful, iladications cams across my desk:

== The poosibllity of o positive recpense from Kosygila on
sirategic weapems talks,

== The possibility that the Jarring misslon may take held,

== Ths UN man on Cyprus reports that the situation there has
“amasziagly impreved. ™

== Tha poesibllity, at loast, of Nigerian peace talka.

== Amn indication that the Brasllians will net, in fact, chetruct
in the end an NPT reselutiea ln the UN Gensral Assembly.

-= And we put Averell ianto orbit on Thursday!
Even this mansy apallows dea't make a summer, but, If we stay

with it and we have semie luck, the atmesphere In the world could leck
a geod bit different in seme menthe,

W. W. Rosteow

DECLASSIFIED
B.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
NG/ 336

By NARA, Dase L4 3

WWReostow:rla



INFORMATION

SECRET
Tuseday, May 7, 1968 - 6:15 p.m.
My, Presldent:

Herewith Bob Andersoa's talk
with Nasser. 1 have marked key

paceages.

Nasser Is at his most conslliatery
in this talk. We shall see If be delivers

to Jarring on May 10.

'I 'l l“'“'

Calro 2321

WWRestow:rln
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FOLLOWING FROM ANDERSON{ v 227

le« 1 HMET THIS MORNING tnaT 51 WITH PRESIOENT NASSER! FOR MORE
THnH AN HOUR AND A HALFs HE MADE THE FILLOAWING POINTS?

2« WE HUST VERY TLEARLY UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAS A SEVERE INTc-NaL
PRNBLEMe HE AND HIS CABINET ARE COMPLETELY OPPOSED TO WARe i
DOES AMAVE ELEMENTSIM_IHE ARMED FORCES WHO #OULD WELCOME A

RETURN OF FIGATING BEGCAUSE OF THE HUMILIATION OF: THE JUNE WAR

AND BECAUSE THEY NOW HAVE BETTER. TRAINING AND "TECHNICAL HELP".

HE DOES NOT AGREE .AND HAS TOLD HIS OFFICERS IN A RECENT MEETING
THAT HE WOULD NOT BE WILLING TO RISK WAR AGAIN. AND FELT THAT

WE SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ACHIEVE PEACEs IT-I§: CLEARS
AOWEVER? THAT HME MUST GIVE SOME LIP SERVICE TO THE ATTITUDE OF
His EULDIEﬂagk \

a

PAGE 2 RUEIVCR 2321 €€ FR6T—

3+ He ALSO SAID THAT THERE WERE "OTHER ELEMENTS™ [N THE COUNTRY
dHO WOULD WELCOME A RETURN OF HOSTILITIES AND THAT wWE MUST
UNDERSTAND THAT HE HAD TO DEAL WITH THESE ELEMENTS I[N HIS

GHH “HWAY

4 At SAID THE RESTORATION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH THE
Uegse ~AS» FROM H1S POINT, DESIRABLE BuTsIT RAN CONTRARY AT JI~1IS

MOMENT TO PUBLIC OPINION UNTIL THERE WAS AT LEAST SOME S5:SNAL
ERoM «yUR SIDE THAT WE WANTED TO IMPLEMENT TAE SECURITY COUNC.L

—SEEREL _

NOT TO BE REPRUDUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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TCFEECERY

Tuesday, May 7, 1968
6:10 p.m.

Mr. Prosldent:
1 assume Bec. Rusk called your

attentioa to this hepeful werd frem

Dobryala oa the pessibliity of an
early pesitive reply frem Moscow on
strategic weapens talks.

W. W. Rostow

FOPEECRET

WWRestow:rln
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation
DATE: May 3, 1968

SUBJECT: Delivery of Letter from the President

PARTICIPANTS: The Seecretary
Ambassador Dobrynin
Charles E. Bohlen &%

DECLASSIFIED

COPIES TO: E.0. 12958, Se¢. 3.6
NL] _ 97288
By ceas , NARA Date 678-5%
The Secretary had asked the Ambassador to come in to see _I

him confidentially in order to give him a copy of a letter

from the President to Chairman Kosygin. The Secretary gave

the Ambassador the letter and after he had read it the Ambascador
said that in regard to the sccond point, namely the discussion

of some znmouncement about talks on offensive and defensive inter-
continental missiles, he could tell the Secretary in the strictest
of confidence that he thought there might be some forthcoming
word on this point from lMoscow in the near future.” He intimated

that he had gathered this from the recommendations made by
Kuznetsov from New York.

In regard to the first part of the letter, that dealing
with the Middle East, the Ambassador saw wvery little chance of
eny favorable reply at this juncture. He sald he thought the
situation in the Middle East had ncot improved and thare seemad
to be very little chance for the Jarring Mission., In this con-
nection, the Ambassador said that according to their reports

L _
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Twssday, May 7, 1963
605 p.m,

W. W. Restow
Attachment
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DECISION IN FOREIGN POLICY 9

arc under no compulsion to take their advice. But, where our
lives arc at stake, as between tossing a coin and consulting the
specialists, we would be wise to do the latter.

Now it is an interesting fact that the Sccretary of State is
the senior member of the Cabinet. Fle is the senior member
because this cabinet office was the first to be created upon the
formation of our government. And it was the first to be created
because then, as now, our relations with foreign nations were
the most pressing of all problems with which our government
had to deal. This has not always been true in the years which
intervencd. But it was truc then, and it is truc now.

Whatever primacy one attaches to our relations with the
world beyond our borders, it is plain that a President nceds
continuous and knowledgeable advice about themi. The De-
partment of State exists for this purpose, is highly-competent
to perform it, and should be the principal, unifying, and final
source of advice and recommendation. Unifying and final in
this sense, that reports and recommendations from all sources,
oilicial and unofficial, come to the President—some of them
aood, more of them plausible, All of these should be referred
w and reported on by the Dcpartment of State, which must
live with the problem. Its view may be rejected, but it should
be heard.

So far we have spoken of a “department” and about “its”
view, But a department is made up of thousands of people.
It cannot advise the President. And it rarely has a view. Here
enters the Sccretary of State—an unenviable figure. As Henry
Adams pointed out, he is destined to be a pariah with the
Congress because he represents problems which the Congress
wishes to forget. Votes can be lost but not gained through for-
eizn policy.

Nevertheless he has a place, and an important one, in the
making of decisions. It is not the one most photographed and
publicized—his exhausting flights to conferences, his greeting
of visiting dignitaries, his appcarance before committees of
Congress and the public as a spokesman for the Administra-
tion, His other and cssential role concerns both the special















INFORMATION

Tusesday, May 7, 1968 -- 6:00 p.m.

My. Presldent:

At Tab A is an Isteresting MACY asssssmant of the propertiea
of North Vietnamese streagth Ia the South: I mansuver and combat
suppert ualts over 75%.

At Tab B is a rather remarkable tabls that I had Art McCalfarty
assemble frem decuments, diaries, and prisensrs of war. It shows
the decling in uait strength for a number of snamy formations on which
we had firm evidence. To my surprise, it tursed out we had evidence on
44% of the North Vietnamaese uaits in South Vietsam,

In March they were 52% under streagth, If we preject this to all
Nerth Vistsamese fighting in the Seuth, It impliss that they had lost by
March sbout 44, 000 men -~ this aslds frem VC mala force losses,
gesrrillas, ete. Leeses of this kind would explaia why MACYV feels that
“the majority of groups are needed and seem to be destined for service

as replacements. ™

W. W. Rostow

L. rq!.nil.q%
& - (230 -7)

WWRostow:rln
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May 6, 1968

TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM MACYV

SUBJECT: MACV J-2 Assessment of Current Infiltration

Current infiltration will accelerate a long term trend in which
the balance of enemy forces in South Vietnam are shifting from Viet Cong
to North Vietnamese Army. In May of 1965, the North Vietnamese Army
contributed 4 percent of enemy in-country strength -- now they are 33
percent; and in maneuver and combat support units alone comprise over
75 percent.

North Vietnamese Army personnel predominate in many units
otherwise identified as Viet Cong. For example, Viet Cong rallier Colonel
Dan statcd the Viet Cong 9th Division was 80 percent North Vietnamese,
which closely matches our own estimate of NVA/VC ratio for that unit,

While the expansion.of the number of North Vietnamese Army
fighting troops in South Vietnam is manifest, it does not seem to represent
a major expansion of the force structure. While there are undoubtedly a
few units engaged in the current infiltration, the majority of groups are
needed - 1d seem to be destined for service as replacements, The only
recent North Vietnamese Army elements to appear are the 209th (320th)
Regiment in the B-3 Front, the 27th Independent Regiment in I Corps, and
a few Barttalions.

We believe that what might appear as an expansion of North Vietnamese
Army forces in South Vietnam actually reflects the enemy's need to draw
more replacements from the north in compensation for decreased ability to
recruit in South Vietnam,




Intelligence 206 b

Unit TQLE Strength Change Examples of Intelligence s
320 NVA Div
52 Regt 1,900 1, 000 -48% Intelligence source reported regiment made up
(Frarel)

mostly of Nungs; other reports that units of the
320 had lost almost 50% of their men.

304 NVA Div 9,800 4 9!}0 -50% Various sources indicate 10, 000 lost at Khe
) Sanh (304 and 325C mainly involved).
9B Regt 2,000 500 -75% Prisoner states his regiment replaced the 9th,
which had lost 75% of its troops to B-52's,
7 Regt 2,000 1, 000 -50%
66 Regt 1,700
Hq 650
Tth Bn 350
8th Bn 250 40 Prisoner reports 210 killed
9th Bn 450 8l+ Prisoner reported heavy losses and gave current
strength.
62ZB Regt Z,000 1, 000 -50%
325C NVA Div 7,400 TI}UEJ -50% Various sources indicate 10,000 lost at Khe
(iware Sanh (304 and 325C mainly involved).
Z2nd NVA Div 5,700 Z,8507 -50% Various sources claim this Division suffered
'mei'i:"lb heavy losses and moved to Laos for refitting
in March.
6th NVA Regt 1, 500 6007 -60% Losses during Hue battle brought combined
[.C“""“*““TJ strength of 802 and 807 Bns to 300 probably
similar for others following.
Hgs 300 150
BE00 Bn 300 150
802 Bn 500 150 ,
807 Bn 100 150
1st NVA Div fFH-:DGﬂ}L

1 ARA, Date 2403






INFORMATION

—SECRET BAVEN— fju fi"i

Tuseday, May 7, 1968 -- 6:00 p.m,

Mr. Prosldant:

At Tab A ls an Interesting MACY assessmaent of the proportien
of North Vistaamese streagth In the Seuth: ia maneuver and cembat
suppert units over 75%.

At Tab B ls a rather remarkable table that I had Art McCaflarty
assemble {rom decuments, diaries, and prisessrs of war. It shows
the decline in uait streagth for a sumber of enemy formations on which
we had firm evideace. To my surprise, It turned out we had evidence on
44% of the North Vietaamese ualts ln South Vietaam.

Ia March thoy were 52% undor stremgth. If we preoject this to all
North Vistnamense fighting in the Seuth, It implios that they had lest by
Marech abeut 44, 000 men -~ this aslde frem VC mala force losses.
guarrillas, ete. Lasses of this kind would explaia why MACYV feels that
“the majerity of groups are needed and seem to be destined for service
as replacements.”

W. W. Rostow

ML:.IHI-'?J"H!F

Li{_ lp-30-09

WWRostow:rln -
—BECRET-EAMIN
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May &, 1968

TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM MACYV

SUBJECT: MACYV J-2 Assessment of Current Infiltration

Current infiltration will accelerate a long term trend in which
the balance of enemy forces in South Vietnam are shifting from Viet Cong
to North Vietnamese Army. In May of 1965, the North Vietnamese Army
contributed 4 percent of enemy in-country strength -- now they are 33
percent; and in maneuver and combat support units alone comprise over
75 percent.

North Vietnamese Army personnel predominate in many units
otherwise identified as Viet Cong. For example, Viet Cong rallier Colonel
Dan stated the Viet Cong 9th Division was 80 percent North Vietnamese,
which closely matches our own estimate of NVA/VC ratio for that unit.

While the expansion.of the number of North Vietnamese Army
fighting troops in South Vietmam is manifest, it does not seem to represent
a major expansion of the force structure.. While there are undoubtedly a
few units engaged in the current infiltration, the majority of groups are
needed znd seem to be destined for service as replacements. The only
recent North Vietnamese Army elements to appear are the 209th (320th)
Regiment in the B-3 Front, the 27th Independent Regiment in I Corps, and
a few Battalions.

We believe that what might appear as an expansion of North Vietnamese
Army forces in South Vietnam actually reflects the enemy's need to draw
more replacements from the north in compensation for decreased ability to
recruit in South Vietnam,

11/RAC 00-33Y4
3| 2493



Unit

320 NVA Div
52 Regt

304 NVA Div

9B Regt

57 Regt

66 Regt
Hq

Tth Bn

Bth Bn

9th Bn

6ZB Regt

325C NVA Div

Z2nd NVA Div

6th NVA Regt

Hqs

800 Bn
802 Bn
807 Bn

lst NVA Div

TOLE

1,900

9, 800

2,000

2,000

1,700
650
350
250
450

2, 000

7,400

5, 700

1, 500

300
300
500
400

Intelligence

Strength Change
1,000 =418
(Fravel) "
4,900 -50
Lwiﬂ,x %

500 -75%
1, 000 -50%

40

81+
1, 000 -50%
3, 7002 -50
Lhnm'b.) L
2,8507 -50%
'me"-.)

6007 -60%
{_fﬂ:‘pn.uuv\d

150

150

150

150

27b

-r"-_'_

Examples of Intelligence

Intelligence source reported regiment made up
mostly of Nungs; other reports that units of the
320 had lost almost 50% of their men.

Various sources indicate 10, 000 lost at Ehe
Sanh (304 and 325C mainly involved).

Prisoner states his regiment replaced the 9th,
which had lost 75% of its troops to B-52's.

Prisoner reports 210 killed
Prisoner reported heavy losses and gave current
strength,

Various sources indicate 10, 000 lost at Khe
Sanh (304 and 325C mainly involved).

Various sources claim this Division suffered
heavy losses and moved to Laos for refitting
in March.

Losses during Hue battle brought combined
strength of 802 and B07 Bns to 300 probably
similar for others following.
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Unit

66 Regt

24th NVA Regt
(independent)

95B NVA Regt
(independent)

VC E 210 Bn
(lacal)

Tth NVA Div
101st Regt

5th NVA Div
95th Regt

TOKE

1,265

1, 400

1,350

300

1, 500

1, 740

Intelligence
Strength

Eéﬁfum '{J

900
{.g&.‘bm:w'a

675
k'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ'."n.)

80
C -'El\nwmfl

omarcie)

930
(orrit)

Changt

-50%

-40%

-50%

-70%

100%

50%
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Examples of Intelligence

Returnees in March state 1/3 killed or wounded
in B-52 strikes; this together with other losses
forces unit to go to Cambodia for replacements.

Diary of Medical section shows some 600 casualties
in February.

Prisoner stated strength so diminished unit had
to leave battle area.

Returnee stited unit had less than 80 men. after Tet.
Two prisoners state' unit so badly hurt by bombings
it was disbanded in March.

Prisoners state £ bns not combat effective
as result of 3-day battle in April.
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CONFIPDENTIAE— Tuesday, May 7, 1968 - 5:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT :

My friend Kel Wakalsumi came In today to make a persomal and, I must say,
ologuent appeal that you grast an interview to him for the Japansse press.

The attached letter from Ambassador Johnsoa makes clear why he believes
your voice is needed in Japan at this time. After [ explained to Wakaizami
how busy you were and how difficult an interview would be at the present

time, he suggested that we would work out the interview on paper beforshaad,
if you agree; preseat the guestions and answers to you; and then have

merely a plcture taken with him, Before making a decieiomn, let me summarise
his case.

1. The Sato visit with you went well, and many felt that we were launched
on a stable peried of partaership with Japan.

Z. Then came a mumber of minor incidents that somewhat soured the
atmeosphere; the visit of the ENTERPRISE; the protests over a U. 5.
military hospital; the use of B52's from Okinawa against South Vietmam;
and the continved agitation about Okinawa iteelf,

3. These, he sald, would have beea miner except for the Japanese
intsrpretation of the Tet offensive as a majer U, S5, defeat, and then the much
more serious misimterpretation of your March 31 statement,

4. Sato has been under very severe attack on the grounds that "your
friend Prosident Johmeon is golng: it is time fer you to go.'

5. He said this made no sense mmless you understood how the bad reporting
in Japam had stirred up the following attitudes:

== The U. B, was virtually defeated by a small power and has definitely
lost the war in Vietmam;

== Scomar or later the U. S. will have to withdraw {rom Vietaam and tha
Communists will take over;

== The day will come when the United States will turm its back on Asia
and, because of ita troubles at home, bscomes nso-lsclatiemist;

-= The U. S. is not a trustwerthy ally; it suddealy changed its pelicy oa
Vietaam and is negotiating with Hanol over the head of ite Vietmamese ally;

== The next time the U, S. will suddenly change its policy towards Pekiag

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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-= What is the real meaning of U, 5. powsr and what is the use of its
protection If it loses the war in Vietnam and the North Kereans can
humiliate the U. 5. by seising the PUEBLO;

== What is the credibility of the U. 5. assurance uader the military pact
with Japan; :

-- Tharefere, Japan should keep its distance from the U, 5. and protect
its security by making accommodations with Peking and the Soviet Uniom.

6. This lins of thought from moderate and natiomalist Japanese, when
combined with the purpeseful and permanent left-wing campalgn against the
U. 5. -Japansse relationship could, if left enchacked, have serious comsequences
when the remewal of the security treaty comes up in 1970.

7. Wakaizumi sald it's perfectly clear to him -- and to any thoughtful
persom -- that the U. S5, relationship te Japan is the most impertant aspect
of Japan's future; and Japan is perhaps the most impertant stake the U, 8,
has in Asla. What is the meaning of all of the sacrifices the U, 5. has made
in Korea and Vietaam if Japan should wander off aleng the path of newtralism
and detachment?

8. President Johason's psrsomal prestige hs a statesman is, despits
these thoughts, very high, He believes that by speaking directly to the
Japanose people in an interview, he could break through the profeund
Japansge misunderstandings about the position in Vistaam and U, 8, pelley
and reverse the preseat trend. Ambassador Alexis Johmson streagly supperts
him in this view.

9. This is what he would like President Johmson to say to the Japanese paople:

== The U, 8§, is not defeated in Vietaam and will not sell cut the independence
and right of self-determimation of the South Vietnamese psople;

-= The U, §. is not going to pull out of Scuth Vietnam except in terme of
an homorable peace;

-= The U. 5. intends to stay in Asla and honor its commitments; the
March 31 speoch did mot involve any basic change in U, S, pelicy in Asla;

== The U. 5. is prepared to continue to defend Japan in the future as in
the past; it has proved itself a dependable ally in many places;

== The U. 5. welcomes and expects Japan to assume more respeoasibllity
and to play a greater role in Asia;



1%

-- The U. 8., while looking forward to recoaciliation between Communist
China and the rest of the world, does not have in mind any basic change

in its China pelicy;

== Wakaisumi coacluded by saying that he hoped you would reiterate the
four basic peints you made in your 1966 White Sulphur Springs speech to
the Alumal Council on your policy in Asla.

10, I thea talked at some length to Wakaimurml about the need for Japan
to do more, underlining that Japanese military and aid expenditures in 1966
were caly 1.3% of GNP. I peisted, in particular, to the importance of their
helping Indonesia soon and substantially. I was sure Prime Minister Sato
bhad pelitical problems; but all statesmen had preblemas. (Incideatally,
Wakaisurad still works guistly for Prime Mimister Sate.) I told him that
I could make no promises, but 1 would raise the issue of an interview with

you again.

Attachment ' W. W. Rostow

No commitment, but let me sse a draft of what the
questions and answers might look like

No
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Tokyo, Japan

¥arch &, 1582

The Honorable.
Walt H. Rostow
‘Tha White House

Taar Walt:

Cu> mutual friend Kei Wakaizumi was in to see me this aftermocn with
L proposition that I find mest interesting, for which I would hope =
egould have your support. Briefly, he wants to do an exclusive inter-
view with the President somewhat in the pattern of that which he éi¢é
with ¥cllomara in 1666. However, rather than for publication in the
"Zlhuo X son', as was the case with the McNamara interview, this would
ba fecor ablication in the 'Bungei Shunju", which has by far the larzes:s
czmeu_.tion (zbout 700,000) of any serious magazine in Japan. &lsc,
<. ircsrview of this kind in this magazine could be expected to re-
coive cavy press play.

¥ei's motivation is concera over the beginnings of a trend of ziver:cs
c2inion here which arise from 2 complex of factors involving the
=cavy emphasis the press is giving to the bad side of the news Zor.
Vietnaz, the Enterprice visit, Okinawa and the B-52"s, the Pueblo,
<s3 goneral Keorean situation, znd, what Kel called, the very "unskili-
Zul" handling by the government of the "Defense Debate" in the Diet,
Zc feels that as Jepan moves closer to the crucial 1970 periol with,
%z expects, Lower House elections in the fall of 1969, it is irport-
ant trat all those who feel otherwise do all they can to arrest whil
=ty ke an increased trend towards lecsenihg security ties with the
Usited States and towards neutralism., Without necessarily endoogin-
21l of what Kei says, he clearly has a point and there is-no gquesticn
o that a sympathetic intbrview with the President, which would re-
czive wide coverage hare, could be very helpful. It is, of course,
=o' necessary for the President to s&y anything particularly new,
Sur rother that what is said is put in a framework as meaningSa! as
7cssible for a Japanese audience.

—TCONFILERTIRL—







Twssday, May 7. 1948

5:15 p. o,
-SECRET
MR, PRESIDENT:
ot I e port suggests how most

Eastern Europeans (and, I daresay, Ruseians)
actually feel about the war in Vietaam,
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BIsT 25 MARCH 1968

COUNTRY BULGARIA/VIETNAM

Dol L | Byt pe ESLE E0 12958 3.3(b} (1
|

SUBJECT BULGARIAN REACTION TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM

ACQ " FIELD MO,

SOURCE

- S—

S i

1. IN BULGARIA TODAY THERE IS MUCH TALK ABOUT THE WAR IN VIETNAM
BY THE "MAN ON THE STREET," THE CONFLICT IS ALSO A FREQUENT
TOPIC OF CONVERSATION AMONG A LARGE NUMBER OF WRITERS AND
INTELLECTUALS SUCH AS PAVEL VEZHNOV AND PETUR NEZNAKOMOV
OF STURSHEL, LUDMIL STOYANOV, THE POET LAMAR, EMIL MANOV
AND ORLIN VASILEV,

2. THERE IS A STRONG GENERAL FEELING AGAINST THE VIETCONG TET
OFFENSIVE AS STUPID BLOOD-LETTING WHICH KILLED MANY PEOPLE

AND ACHIEVED NO CONCRETE RESULTS FOR NORTH VIETNAM,
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ACTION
—SECRET o
Tussday, May 7, 1968 - 3:25 p.m. L rg'/‘:-i'
' ' !2'!.#-" I
Mr. President: R
Herowith the letter you asked
me to draft to Clark Clifford,
W. W. Rostow
SECRET-
WWRostow:rln DECLASZIFIZD

White House Guidolines, Feb, 24, 1883

Bﬁ-ﬁ?—q NARA, Dald ad <52



—SECRET May 7, 1968

Dear Clark:

I would be grateful if you would ask the Jeiat Chisfs to ad-
dress themsalves to the followiag five guasticns which
roamain much on my mind, [ shall, of courss, wish to have
your chasrvations ou the Jolut Chlefe’ viaws,

1. What can we do to get additiceal help to Westmereland
U he becomes lavelved in snother major ememy offensive 7

2. What ie the status of our plans to streagthes the Sirategic
Raserve? How can they be further expedited? Whea de we
mneed to call up additional reserves? Will aaything more be
required ia the way of Cengressicmal action?

3. What is the status of US/GVN plans for expandiag the
Armed Ferces of South Vistsam? What are the target eper-
ationa] dates for the new units 7 How realistic are the forecasts
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MEMORANDUM '

THE WHITE HOUSE _f::: /

WASHINOTON

. EEEhRET Lunch with the President

1,

3.

*‘I

5.

Tuesday, May 7, 1968, 1 p.m,

.ﬂ.ggnda

National Intelligence Estimate on USSR General Purpose Forces
(Secretaries Rusk and Clifford)

Guidance for USIB meeting next Thursday on estimate which bears

on troop requirements in Europe and Mansfield-type withdrawal resoclution
(sea Tab A).

Negotiating Issues (Secretaries Rusk and Clifford)

Secretary Rusk should have a paper for the lunch., Thé requirement is
for us to sharpen the issues and prepare for a second meeting with the
negotiating group before they depart,

Bombing Between the 19th and 20th Parallels (Secretaries Rusk and Fﬂiﬂnrd}

Should we bomb above the 19th parallel before our men go to Paris
in the face of the enemy attack on Saigon?

Force Goals at NATO Meeting of Defense Ministers in Brussels (Sect., Clifford)

Should we support an increase in NATO force goals? A decrease?
Hold at present level ?

Poor People's March on Washington (Secretary Clifford)

The Defense Department has been asked for equipment (beds, blankets, etc.).
Should it be made available ?

Aid suthorization Bill in Sénate (Secretary Rusk)

The issuewas: When Sect, Clifford should go up on the Hill on military aid,
He settled the date with Senator Fulbright Monday afternoon. The date is
May 17 at 10:00 a. m, Sect. Clifford would like to report his conversation
with Senator Fulbright,

Dt':-- = E:"‘I ATTIEIED) y "I:..."
o ELL = IFIED -
White House Guidatines, Feb. 24, 1083 .47} Roszow
By.LLA ., NARA, Date o -f e
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FRMGANDUEA TOR THE URITED STATES INTELLICENCE DOARD

BUBJICT: quraqdm to Holdera of INE 11-14-G87: ECVIET
AND EAST EUROPEAN GEMERAL PURPOSE FORCES

1. The attached draft Memorzndum has been o

by t-2 Ecard of Mational Estiuvates aftor conslderation by
the USIB vepresentatives.

2+, Reclplonts are reminded that National Intclligence
Estizates are releasable to foreign governments only by USIR
acticn, Tals drafi Memorandum to Holders deals with questions
1.:::1*‘.1 have importunt irplications for cuwreat US foreign policy.
It Iz therefore regarded ce particuleriy sensitive, and
:an.‘:iu:.tn ore cautioned against any unautborized disclosura.

3. This cstizate has ‘becn plnced on the agenda of the
USiS macting scheduled for 1030, Taursday, 9 May.

6.2 (¢)

JOSEPH SELTZER
Stecutive Officer
¥aticnal BEotimates

DISTIIBUTION A (MILITARY)

Lﬂi 1
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g Moy 1958

SUBTECT: MIMORAMDUM TO HOLDERS OF MYE 11.14.6T: THE SOVIET AND
EAST EUROPBAN GENERAL PURFOSE FUNCES

THE ESTDMATE

Poreword

=+ NIE 11-3L-67 (16 November 1957) expresved uncerteinty
wogarding the sctuel equipment holdings of Soviet lime divisions,
‘63 follows (pavograph 14)s
Hitherto we have estimated thet ell divieions in
Categorlea I and II had a full sct of equipment on
hand or Lmedistely availeble. It now appears that
this may not be truo of many divielons in the USSR,
tut we are ae yet unable to determine with confidence
the actual extent of the shortages that may oxist.
Ze An intensive study has besn undertalen to resolve this
Cweerteinty epd, eventuelly, to reassess the combat end reinforce-
‘e.ub capablilities of Boviet growd forces. Thie study s far

Soom cexplete but our findings to date with regerd to the actual

GRoUP L
Excluded from sutowmatic
DECLASSIFIED:, downgrading and
EO. m_fgm Sec. 3.6 ) declassification
N 97-285 —EeBeeiete—
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holdiogs of major items of egquipzent by Soviet line divielons 1o
East CGerrzamy ond in the Belorussian, Corpathion, ond Kiev Militery
Disiricts (MDs) in tha USSR require the lscusnce of a Memorandux
to liolders of WIE 1l-14-67.

3¢ He tako occasion to include, ia pavagraphs 1ll=-12 below,
on updating of the diccusslon of Sovict theater air defenso in
paragrarhs U2-43 of NIE 11-14-6T7 acd of nmew nbtack submaviunes in
porcgraph 56,

The Equiprent of Soviet Iine Divisions¥

L, Wo hove very good evidence regnrding the major items of
equapzent held by two divislons in tho Group of Soviet Forces,
Cexzany (G3FG), ove a motorized rifle divicion, the other a tank

¥ vaje Gen. Vegloy C, Fravklin, the Actlaog Acsistant Chlef of
Ztaff for Intelligence, Deportment of the Army, belleves the
zathedology utilized in the study hos provided usoful additional
watas Howevery in hie oplnion, the findipgs must be regaried
only os tentative ivdications of what major equipments may
currontly be held by Soviot divislons and rway create an crronecus
~mpreseion that the copabilities of live divislons have becn re-
fuced, Bilunce the iuvtelligence comruniiy cannot ebote with cer-
“valnty the gubordivation ard location of all diviclonal elements,
vnit holdings-for any glven divieion in tho USSR so far considercd
=n this analysls may be somewhat larger thon ipdicated. Gen.
“ranklin bolieves the mothodology ewmployed in this analysie in-
cludes many: judgments and assumptlons which tend to wivlwize the
the.estirvates of diviciopnl holdings ond should not be used as
she only bacis for Judging readincss of awvy given division, He
selieves that as wore is koown about the divisfonal equipment and
{ho many s yot unsubordinated units located outside lincim divie
slonal arens, the nunber of divislons which the Memorapdum to
llolders has designated me cozbat ready, willIdcrease, He also
anticipates that the total number of Boviet divisions throughout
She USGR will rise dwring the conduct of this analysis.

-pP =
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by which to judga tho rcadinoss of the 3% other Sovict line
divieions that wa havo cxamived to date.b

Ts Co the basls of thls criterlon uxd gocd ovidenco, Wo con-
cluds that nine divisions in tho Balorusolica and Carpatalza Do
should bo Judged to be “in a full stote of readlonss for incedigte
operacicns,”" Filvo are motordzed rifle divicions, four of tred in
a coréca closo to the western fronticr of the USSR, Four ave tonk

divicions belonglog to a tank seoy located not far west of Xiev,

€., We Juige that the other 25 diviclono 1am the Belerussian,
Corpothion, cod Klov MDs (1L motorized rifle divisions acd 2% tank
divisions) fall short of the OSFG criterion in their holdings of
rajor itews of ‘equipment, In wost cases, thelr oquipment amountc
to 50-T75 zorcent of that standard.

S. VWe must strecs that owr study to dato has been directod
solely tovord determinluvg the qQuantities of major items of egquip-
peat cotially held by Soviet line divioions. We f£ind theszo to be
lower than we had previcusly supposed iu the case of “cozbat ready"

# Si: of the lime divisions in the Banltic D ood thes five line
divisions in the Moseow MD are also roelevant to the reloforces=
meos prebleo, but wa have not yet cramined them sulficicatly
to fveluca tham in this avalyois.

-l






B kb o

aireraft porking patterns employed, and anvialroraft artillery
positions occcupled. The SA-3 miesile system has boon deployed
1o tactical alrfields in Enst Cermany, Foland, and Hubgary. Ve
now hove evidence that the Soviets have begun deployment of both
the zobllo SA-h misello system and the radar~-controlled, quad-
mounted 23-mm weapon system, Z3U=23=k, with their fiold forces.

12. We now have firm evidence of the construction of two
new uypes of torpedo-attack submarinss in addition to the new
clacs of nuclear=powered attack submarine noted in paragreph 56
of HIE i.wlh«67. ALl three of these now types baove streamlined
hulis and-large rounded bows suggesting bigh speed, lower noise
loveis, ¢od duproved sovar capability. At least two of the three
new eypes arg probably nusloar-powercd, Thees two may be scapable
2 soeeds up to 30 knots and operating depths on the order of
1,3.9.-feote ALl three types will probably be cporational by mid-
Igvs He continue to belleve that soms 45 to 60 new attack
gubzarizes will be in soervice by 1977
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The attached comversatioa between
Bob Andersea and the UAR Ferelign

Minlster ls the first gloam of hepe we've
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FOLLOWING FROM ANDERSON: or:

Ls 1 MET ON SATUORDAY HDRHIHG [HA? %] FOR AN HOUR AND A HALF

‘WITH MINISTER MAHMOUD RIADy HE ASKED ME TO COME® BACK AT

=102 IN THE AFTERNQONs AND_WE TALKED UNTIL: PAST 748@8. STRIPPED

oF A LOT OF CONVE TIDH- THE MINISTER MAKES THE FOLLOWING POINTSt

se  THE THING MOST F ENTAL TO THE UaR AND OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES
=r$ THAT ISRAELENOT ACQUIRE ANY &DD:TIﬂHnL TERRITDR? AS A RESULT
OF. THE* HAR AND SECONDLY THAT ANY NEGOTIATION WHICH IS FINALLY

MADE MUST GUARANTEE'THE SECURITY OF THE BOUNDARIES. AE#INET EITHER
ARASB ATFACH.DM ISEAEL OR ISRAELI ATTACK ON ANY ARAB COUNTRY AND
THAT HHA YER, ARRANGEMENTS ARE NEGOTIATED BETWEEN THE .BELLIGERENT"
AARTIES ULD BE APPROVED BY THE SECURITY EDUHGIL.

3+ ashTO sar_'@tr:cs ‘GN THE TERRITORIAL QUESTIONs RIAD STATES

L’
gt

liEE—iF4hﬂiﬁ“ﬂ“-ﬂiﬂi-ﬂ-ﬁ-i—ﬂ-ﬁ—#

THAT THE UAR MUST .CONCERN ITSELF WITH THE SINAT PENINSULA AND
GAZAs JORDAN AND- SYRIA WILL BE RESPONSIBLE' FOR THEIIR QOWN
TERRITORTAL NEGOTIATIONS

4s, AS REGARDS SINAT AND GAZA» THE UAR WILL- REQUIRE A RErURN OF
;LL OF THE SINAI FE”IHEUL% AND THAT GAZA DOES HﬂT sE:nHE ISHAELIm
THEY' ARE NOT TOO CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS TO 'GAZA ERCEFT
THAT IT REMAIN ARAB AND. IN FACT3 RIAD SAID "THAT HE WOULD NOT
LIKE TO HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR GAZA.

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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4« BT ALSO STATES THAT EACH OF THE® ARAB COUNTRIES. SHOULD BE
SFQUIAET TO SIGN INSTRUMENTS OF AGREEMENT ONLY AS THEY RELATE
7O ThZIR DWN TERRITORY AND NOT A SINGLE -DOCUMENT HAVING AR=
SLICATION. T ALL OF THE ARAB COUNTRIES BORDERINE ON ISRAEL.
THEY:1OULD AGREE TO A SIMULTANEOUS ©EVACUATION OF TERRITORY
AND CAREFUL SETTLEMENT WHICH WOULD ENSURE,THE BOUNDARIES WITHOUT
INSISTING ON EVACUATION' FIRST. i
&+ "RIAC STATES THAT HE HAS ND OBJECTION TQ THE JARRING FORMULA

aLTHOUGH HE 3aYS IT HAS H:;KEEI_EEEH FORMALLY PROPOSED RUT WOULD
R

-wOT #ANT TO OPPOSE .THE' JO hﬂ\fHEHDHEHTﬂ IF THEY ARE INSISTED
:JFOY BY JORDANe ;

. NN
7¢ 17°IS FRANK TO SAY THAT -HE DOUBTS THAT THE JARRING PROPOSAL
IIH"

v

1S 80NA FIDE AS FAQ §s THE PARTIES ARE CONCERNED BRECAUSE OF
JARRING*S arnThZFHT TO-THE JORDANIAN MINISTER THAT HE COULD
uNT MONESTLY SAZ THAT IN’ JARRING'S JUDGMENT' THE ISRAELIS WERE
sREPARED TO IMPLEMENT JTHE- SECURITY COURCIL RESOLUTIONs HE WOULD
NDT. WANT 7O 60 TO NEW-YORK ON THE BASIS SIMPLY THAT 'THE JARRING
ZORMULA CONSTITUTED AN AGENDA» ALTHOUGH HE DOES. NOT INSIST UPON
T4E SECUIITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION BEING REGARDED AS SELF IMPLEHENTING.
RTAD_ALTZWOULD NOT WANT HiS ACCEPTANCE OF THE JARRING INVITATION
TG 3E INTSYPRETED AS ACOUTESCING TO EBAN'S STATEMENT TO JARRING
TC THE ‘E7FECT/THAT "IT MUST BE MADE CLEAR IN CAIRD THAT IT IS

THE UNDERST4NDING OF THE: ISRAELIS THAT IF THE JARRING FORMULA

1S ACCEPTED -IT WOULD LEAD TO JOINT MEETINGS IN NEW YORK".

S« ARIAD SAYS "] WILL NOT SaY NO TO JARRING, BUT 1 HAVE ASKED
4IM T3 DELAY HIS RETURN: TRIP ToO CAIRO TO MAY [@ IN DRDER TO KNOW
SRECISELY WHAT TO sAY TO HIM®™..

7= I TAKE THIS TO MEAN THAT ON RIAD'S PART HE HAS NOT, YET
ACCEZPTED THE JARRING INVITATION BUT 1S TRYING TO FIND A WAY

TS :CCEPT IT WITHOUT ACOUESCING IN WHAT HE HAS BEEN UNOFFICIALLY
TOLD 15 THE ISRAELI, ATTITUDEw

13, 28 TO ‘'THE BUEZs» HE STATED THAT HE SELIEVED THAT THE

EE:-\._—E

-

AQOT TS L2 REPROCUCED WITHOUT THE AuTi JRZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECLZTARY
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MEMORANDUM INFORMAT.ON 7 /¢
(for today's lunch)

THE WHITE HOUSE 23
&
WAIHINOTON
SESGRETT Tuesday, May 7, 1968
11:35 a. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:
Herewith a background paper for today's lunch on immediate negotiating i<sues
ruquiri.ng puli::}' gu.ld.a.m:u.
I haye =~rked ke . . —
ve rked ke y passages. NECT ASSIFIED
The key issues are these: E. . 3.6
L. ;r..;,g-}
-- Re=erving the Right to Reconnaissanc-, By .cia’ , NARA Date § —5- o §-5-48

F--1ly vnderstood as essential,

== Handling the '""No Advantage' Assumptioa.

Wkrath~r to press for an explicii acknowledgement of what they must do to
avolid our resumption of bombing or whether to settle for our having put it on
the record clearly but unilaterally what we shall expect from them if the bombing
halt is to continue.

-= {This paper does not take up Sect, Rusk's important suggestion tha. at
an early sta~e we start a bilateral with the Soviet Union on the reinsiailation-of
the Laos Accords,)

== R2‘ginec Substantive Issues in the First Phase.

Bill's paper says that they are most unlikely to talk dbout substance Iz the.
first phaze. He does not deal, however, with the point made yesterday; namely,
that if thoy ctart off with a tirade against us for world propaganda purposes
our reply should include -~ essentially as political warfa.re -- a statement of
our decent and moderate ultimate objectives.

1 also would not rule out the possibility that, while the San Antonio formula
is being formally debated and nagotiated, significant private talks on what may
lie down the line might conceivably develop. On this matter our minds should not
be closed, at least to possibilities for significant informal chattar,

-=- Format and Participation,

This paper presents the "your sidefour side' formula. That may be suitable
for issues such as a cease-fire, or eaven, perhaps, the 1954 and 1962 Geneva
Accords. I myself do not believe it anpropriate to a discussion of a southern
s#**lawr "at pecause, as Secretary Rusk clezrly points out, Hanoi shouid nc: be
in a position formally of having anythi:; to do with a southern settlement
even th-ugh the NLF is Hanoi's agent. I still believe that the proper way to




seeRrT 2

get a southern settlement is in a private negotiation -- if possible, outside

Paris -- between an agent of the Government of Vietnam on the one hand

and a "member' of the NLF on the other, On the other hand, General Taylor's
point made Monday is sound: the NLF must .achanlcally take part in a cease-fire
discussion. Therefore, a military cease-fire discussion could be excellent
cover for a Saigon-NLF negotiation of a political settlement,

== Handling of Further Mutual De-escala*ion,

The sugrestions made by Bill Bundy's ~aper are sensible and, »~~2 -
implemented, could protect our military position, The passage on pages T 8,
however, do not deal with what is p- rhaps the most important issue: ncmely,
at what stage and in what negotiating forum .lwwuld the southern politica! settlement
be dealt with? (Incidentally, I think our negotiators should have firmly in mind
that when we talk about."self-determination" in South Vietnam, we are talking
about a one-man one-vote solution, a phrase not used in this paper.)

-= A n~int not dealt with in this paper which I regard as important is the
effective ~onitoring of any agreement which moy be reached. We simz!y cannot
in @ood ¢ -science regard the ICC made up of India, Poland and Canuda as vlallé,
It is brok.n down with respect to the 1954 agreements; the Laos agresments;
and the eiiective neutrality of Cambodia. Therefore, we should beg'~ ‘v g..a
now for eithe- a supplement or a substitute for *he ICC in the form of = zr-p
of Asian ~*ates who would have a direct and vital interest in the maintenance
of peace ir th> area and the sanctity of the borders. I am thinking particularly
of Japan, Indonesia, Burma, and perhaps Malaysia and Singapore. We should
be doing .taff work on this now and perhaps even having preliminary talks with
certain of these governments, notably Japan and Indonesia,

-= There is another more urgent issue not dealt with in this paper:' namely,
the participation, in the second phase, of our other fighting allies.

0 Rostow

—SEGRET/2YB6-eNEY¥xttachment

Late iter=: Cy Vance proposes the following issue for discussion:

Another problem on which general guidance would be helpful is whether the
negotiatcrs should make a major issue of the agenda and the order in which matters
are discussed, Related to this is the question of whether the negotiators should
push for agreements on individual issues or should insist on a ""package settlement"
formula.
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EAtWPBundy:mk
5/6/68

Memorandum
Subject: Immediate Issues Requiring Policy Guidance

We expect Hanol to take the position that the f£irst
business in Parls is to arrange for our stopping the
bombing, &nd "laer" (in their words) to take up substantive
matters. We may thus be faced with a "firnt_Phana“ and a

“later phase."

Issues Clcearly Arising in the First Phase

-
=

Neserving the Right to Reconnailssancé. The

instructions are clear on this, and there are many tactical
possibilities. WNo further policy guidance appears required.

Handling the "No Advantage" Assumption. The

instructions provide that Governor Harriman must make clear
to Hanol that we could not expect the talks to cortinue in
good faith--and by implication would resume bombing--if
Hanol took military advantage of the cessation. The
instructions provide E:Et the Governor would give exanples
of whet we mChan by "“taking advantage." (The issue requiring
policy guidance is how hard the Governor should press for

so.sething more than understanding of our position, i.e.,

DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLI f5-281 ~SECRELLEYES ONLY

By_u? , NARA Date_v-S-7f
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TUP SECRET-TRENE
Twsesday, May 7, 1968

945 a.m,

Mr, Prosident:

Harewith an amalysis of Peking's attitude teward
the megotiation: against it, but not willing or capabls
of stopping Hamel from geiag ahsad,

NLIJRAC 00335
Sj A C '21_{:&_3
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'DEPARTMENT OF STATE b - Ry
- Tus Domzeron of INTeLLicENcs ane Reszancm .«"f
; May 'E » 1968
I-.:."G‘U."DUF
To . : Tha Seuretarr

From  :- INR - Thomas L. Hughes
Subject: Gh@naﬁa Reaction to Talks Proposal

'l'J

Tho following paper was prepared at Mr. Eundy‘a raquest
TTH avallable r&uord of Chinese r&autinna to the prospact

of Us-Marth Vietnamese talke (discussed in detall below) indi-
‘pates vhat Peking may have tried hard to deflect Hanol from
thls ccuree, but that 1% will be likely to accept the fact of
negotiations while attempting to stliffen Hanol's position and
‘noping that the battlefleld struggle will perasist, Pudblizly,
the Ch'nes2 have reglsastered thel:r dlscatisfaction with events
both by repzating their regular line on the peace talks "hoax"
and on "fighting to the end" and by maintaining, since March
3L, a nntie able reticence on the war itself and on Vietnamese
"vicua g." A% the same time, howesver, Peklng has hinted
F"blin1" gt North Vietnam's involvemant in arrangements for
'sontacts" with the US without &ny partlicular or unusual sign
of virulencaz or condemnation. Thera has been no mention of
Hanpl's decizion to open talke in Parls on May 10,

Poivetely, there evlidently has been a flurry of activity,
with the Rorih Vietnamese apparently sending a delegation %o
Chinz, while the Chinese deapatched one to Hanol, Nothing is
known 2bout the members of these groups, although both were
reported to include high-ranking officlals..

=a our view, the fact that the North Vietnamese have gon:.
this fz» cn the path to contacte -- desplte Peking'!s cuts;aken
sublic aspposition to talks of any kind == sugzeata that so far
ke Chinecec have been unable or unwllling to put effective
nrzseEuna on Hanol., Moreover, the Chinese may believe that the
chancc: that a settlement will emarge from initial US=Noerth
Vieinzmese contacts are exceedingly slim and that there will
. probetly ba & great deal of fighting to come before any cease-
firs ccn to arranged. Peklng may also hope that any talks

_—
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Tuesday, May 7, 1968

4

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Ratification of the US-USSR Consular Convention

The US-USSR Consular Convention provides for the exchange of
ratifications in Washington (it was signed in Moscow).

Are you interested in a White House ceremony? This is the
firet bilateral treaty ever cancluded between the Soviet Union
and ourselves. It would also be an occasion to invite a number
of Senate leaders. We would expect Dobrynin to represent the
Soviets, although First Deputy Foreiga Minister Kuznetsov is
presently in New York and might also attend.

1{ we exchange ratifications at the White House, you could
proclaim the treaty at the same time.

If you do not want a White House ceremony, Secretary Rusk
would hold it in the State Department. On foreign policy and
protocol grounds it could easily be done either way.

(I just checked with Sec, Rusk persomally: He thinks a low-key
State Department ceremony would be best, unless you persoaally
felt a White House occasion was appropriate, )

W. W. Rostow

White House ceremony

State Department ceremony

Speak to me

WWR:ND:gg LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ,éu—" /—/LV

SUBJECT: Vieit of Prime Minlster Thanom of Thailand -- May 8-9

Attached is a memorandum from Secretary Rusk on the principal points
likely to come up in your conversations with Prime Minister Thanom.
Briefly, the Thai are golng to want reassurances about the continuity of
U,.5. policy toward Asia, toward Vietnam, and toward Thailand. In addition
to giving them the confidence they need in future U,S. policy, we want to
impress upon the Prime Minister the need to get on promptly and harmonit
ously with the negotiation of a Status of Forces Agreement covering the
47,000 U.S. servicemen in Thalland. We also want to emphasize the
importance you attach to the upcoming conversations between our Treasury
people and Thal financial authorities about ways of neutralizing the Balance
of Payments effects of our security expenditures in Thailand. We very much
hope that the Prime Minister will take a personal and sympathetic interest
in both these negotiations.

One late point not covered in Secretary Rusk's memorandum: The Thai

have asked for a frigate for their Navy under the Military Assistance Program.
They have offered to put up about half of the dollar cost if we will put up the
remainder. Defense has now approved this funding, but the Thal have not

been informed. I suggest you tell the Prime Minister during your meeting

with him that we have approved their request for a frigate for the Royal Thai

Navy.

A point of personal interest: Thanom's daughter is the wife of the Thai Nawval
Attache stationed in Washington. The couple has: two children, a two-year-
old boy and a one-year-old girl. The Thanoms will be seeing these grand-
children for the first time during this visit to Washington. The grandchildren
will be at the South Lawn for the welcoming ceremony.

An unusual feature of this visit is the telephone call which you and Thanom will
make to Thailand after the state dinner. That call will inaugurate direct tele-
phons service from Thailand to the United States via satellite. We have sent
you a separate memorandum on the scenario for the call. Marshall Wright of
my staff will be available to escort you and the Prime Minister from the State
Dining Room to the Treaty Room where the call will be placed.

W, W. Rostow
Att

MWright:wpt
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Your Meeting with the Prime Minister of Thailand

Thanom will have three major concerns:

The U.S. commitment to Thailand, particularly
after your term of office,

Where we are headed in Viet-Nam.

U.S. support for Thai development and counter-
insurgency programs.

A. 1.8. Commitment to Thailand

Thanom and his colleagues are deeply concerned about an
early, large-scale U.S. withdrawal from SEA under your successor
and will be making their own first-hand appraisal of the U. 8.
political situation as it affects Thailand. Thanom has asked that
USAF units remain in Thailand, in reduced numbers, after U.S.
withdrawal from Viet-Nam.

Suggest you give Thanom a full, frank explanation of the
domestic political scene, particularly as it relates to Southeast Asia.
Also agree to consultations on withdrawal of U. 8. units in Thailand.

B. Viet-Nam Issues

1. Military Situation. Thanom will want to know how we see
the military situation developing. Thai leaders have felt that we have
given insufficient priority to making the GVN and ARVN effective and
Foreign Minister Thanat has offered to speak to GVN leadars, urging
them to work together.

—SSeRET—
Group 3
Downgraded at 12-year intervals;
not automatically declassified.









INFORMATION

Tuesday
May 7, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT A+ ,/'“

SUBJECT: Telephome call to Thalland the night of the state dinner for
Prime Minister Thanom

Ap instructed by you, we have worked out arrangements for the inauguration
of direct telephone service between Thailand and the United States from the
White House the night of your state dinner for Prime Minister Thanom. The
call will be received in Bangkok by Acting Prime Minister Prince Wan. Both
you and Prima Minister Thanom will speak from here.

The czll will be placed immediately after the dinner and before the enter-
talnment (approximately 10:00 p.m.). Two telephones will be set up in the
Treaty Room. There will be no media coverage but the White House photog-
rapher will record the event. The telephons conversation will be taped and
will doubtless recelve wide coverage In Thailand. The call will be trans-
mitted to Thailand via Comsat satellite and with the cooperation of RCA and
ATLT. The same satellite will have boen used earlier that day to telecast
the arrival coeremony of Prime Minister Thanom.

Prince Wan's English is excellent and there will be no need for a translator.
Prince Wan will be speaking from the Prime Minlster's office in Bangkok.
Attached are suggested remarks for you to address Prince Wan.

W. W. Rostow

Att

cc: Col., Albright WHCA
Lou Schwartz (Fleming)
Bess Abell

MW :wpt

MWright
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SUGGESTED REMARKS
Prince VWan:

1 am very happy to grest you today, by way of one of our :nm-
cations satellites far out over the Paclilc, while we are enjoying the visit
of your Primae Minlster. As you know, he is sitting here beside me now.

It ls wonderful to be able to piek up 2 telopheme and talk direct
from the White House In Vashingtoa to Government House in Bangkek. It
symboliness the {riendehip between our countriss. And it dramatizes the
tremendous technical advances which promise so much for the prosperity
of our peoplas. In every sense we are growing closer together, I under-
etand there are more than 2,000 Thal students in the United Statee rzight now,
and of course wa have over 50, 000 Americans in your country. [ want to
tell you the American people greatly appreciate the friendship and
hespitality your countrymaen have shown our sons,

Befere siylng goedbye, I want to send through you to Thalr Majesties
and the great people of Thailand the warmest regards of the American people.
We admire your seven-hundred-year-old tradition of independence. Vo
respect the determination with which you defend thet independsacs teday.
You may be sure that as the situation develops in Southeast Aslz -- hopefully
toward the just and lasting pance we have both been working for -- we shall

stand by our good friends in Thalland,
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