INFORMATICN

FEP-SEGRET-TRINE—

Friday, May 10, 1968 - 3:00pm

Mr. President:

This game maxzes it all the more
important that our delegation make the
oral recommandation tomorrow.

W. W. Rostow
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INFORMATION -

Friday, May 10, 1968 -~ 7:50 p.m.,

Mr. Presideat:
The answer oa populatioa appears to be this:

-- There are no "State Department census figures for each previace
of North Vietnam™;

-~ The pppulatica liviag below the 20th parallel is reughly estimated
at 17% of the total;

== Owur rules of engagement forbid attacks on the populated urban
ceaters ia the area -- the ceater of Vinh, for example;
4
-- Therefere, oa the basis of rules of engagement,|an estimate

of these ia the population ceaters -- the speech drafters kascked the figure
dewa to 10%.

I have just lsarned these facts and never knew where the 10% came
from. I did check the area figures with CIA aad they come out to ég%
outside the bembing regiea.

W. W, Rostew

WWRostow:rln
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Dove Broods o Qwn Lomb

Hatfield Plans to Blast Johnson

By JOHN P. WALLACH

News American ‘the President's figure and the ac-

Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON, May 5 — The

tual figure of about one-and-a-half
million people,” the statement
alleges.

“Put -another way, about twice

Jeading Republican “dove,” Seng

Mark Hatfield (R., Ore.), disen ;
chanted with New York Gov. Nel-|3S many people are being affected

son Rockefcller's mild Vietnam|PY¥ our l:i,c‘nrpbing as the President
" position, is going to speak out on|FePorted,” it concludes.

the war whether or not the Paris
peace talks succced.

Hatfield has prepared a state
ment, to be made public the mo-
ment the talks appear to be fal-
tering, that , accuses President
Johnson of “again widening- the
credibility gap.”

In Johnson's March 31 speech,
when he also announced he would
not seck re-election, the President
limited the bombing of North Viet-
nam to targets just above the De-
militarized Zone and said that 10
percent of the population, only

.those below the 20th" parallel,
would be subject to continued
bombing. )

“ACCORDING to the adminis-
tration's own figures,” Hatfield's
white paper reads, citing a State
Department census for each prov-
ince of North Vietnam, “the popu-
lation living below the 20th paral-
lel is at least 15 percent and prob-
ably 20 percent” of the total in
the north.

The Sir Launcelot of the Grand
Old Party will be jousting against
what most Republicans consider
an increasingly invisible enemy.
They sce the war ending and oth-
er members of their party falling
into line behind the President in
hopes of bringing about & quick
settlement.

THE SPECTRUM extends from
former Vice President Richard
Nixon, calling for a ‘moratorium
on Viet debate, to New York's
senior senator, Jacob Javits, going
out of his way to wish the Presi-
dent well in the negotiations.

It also includes the man that
Hatfield expected to support as
the candidate of the liberal wing

of the Republican party—Gov.
Rockefeller.

told the President in private that
he supports him down the line on
Vietnam,” Hatfield confided.
DOES THIS MEAN that the jun-
ior senator from Oregon is recon-

“I understand that Rocky has|

York governor's candidacy?

“In the past 30 days I've come
to believe that Dick Nixon is elec-
table over anyone the opposition
can field," Hatfield said.

He joins the chorus of party
faithfuls, already including such
previous Rockefcller stalwarts as
Maryland Gov. Spiro Agnew, W
are beginning to think they would
rather be in the winner's circle
at.the convention than go down
the line with Rockefeller.

Or in the cryptic words of Sen.
Javits, who is himself up ;or re-

e st @ e

“This is a difference between sidering his support for the New election, “I'd have given even

money on Rocky to win the nod
before he announced he would not

seek the nomination, but not any
more.”




Friday, May 10, 1968
—SECRET 7:50 p. m.

A\~

MR, PRESIDENT:

Two issues arose for urgent decision out of the formal session with
the DRY in Paris today (Tabs B and C), of which one has some substance:

= First -- non substantive -- we have two Presideatial representatives
and, thereforg, all referemces to our side must be ia the plural.

-~ S8scomd, the DRV proposed as a title fer the talks: "Formal
conversations between the Representatives of the Goverament of the DRY
and Represeatatives of the Goverament of the United States."” This involved
not merely the question of title but the possible implication that the talks
woulll, throughout, be wholly bilateral and that any futere role for Saigoa
could not be formal, ‘

Harriman's proposal for dealing with this (DELTO 14, sidelined in red)
is to entitle the talks: '"Procedure for the conversations between the DRY
and the USA until otherwise agresd upoa. " (Tab B).

Sec. Rusk's preoposed outgolimng (Tab A) s attached for your approval.
It proposes that we enter an oral reservatiea for the GVI) in addiTiow.

W. W Rostow

Approved
Dun"md_____ v
Call me

SECRET attachments
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THE WrHiTE House / 7

Y 34/
1 \ J Friday, May 10, 1968 - 7:15 p.m,

Mr. President: £0 12958 3.4(b)11>25Yrs
(c}
' Herewith latest on Czechs, It

appears at this stage to be an attempt
to cool the more advanced Czech
liberals -- thus far and no farther.
But, I would add, a pretty risky affair
played with pretty explosive materials,

wa’ﬂostow






E0.12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

0f the Wnwsaw Faot countries.™ This eppears to be anpther
eflort by the Csechonlovak regime to keap tensions Lrom
rising. |

Exgt Gerasn Viows

3. The aumber two man An the Bast Gorman parsy,
Srich Hopeoker, has confirmed that Cthe Soviet and Hast
Buropeass leaders useting in Hoscovw on 8 ¥ay deolded that
Lron thelr viewpoint the aituation in Czechoslovakim had
deteriorated to such an exteant that aomething had to be
aond to restrain the Csechoslovaks, The Xast Gersans
At lesst appear hapeful that the Dubcaxs v¥egzizo itzel?
saea wiil alanp the }34 down,

€. Honscker informed a dimtriet party fixat ssoretary
taday that the “general evaluatioa™, presusably aade at
the Mosoowv coufereanse, was that tho "oounter-yovalutionary
dovelopmont™ fa COsechoslovakis had continued after the
Dresden. seeting and that it 4w nedomsary to put an end
to 41¢t." Hooecksy added that hopefully “a group”™ will soon
enarge "that will openly oppoae the counter~-ravolutionary
deyelopaent.® Honrecker added that this must be "endouraged.”

8, Ina iator aonversation with anether party
funotiouary, Houmeoker mtated that “prabably in the next
fow daya, aone of the Czooh gomradaes will openly ocall for
a etruggle against the counter~revolution.” In what any
hnvi boen another reforence to thia topia, Honecker also
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EO 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

| -
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parties will not allow “anti-zmcoisliat” vlemanta to exploit
this provess. The resolution ia probably designed to
reAnnure Prague’ed allieq that the Cxoahoslovak regime has not
lost and will not lose control af the situation.
8. The rasolution could aleo reprosent an attempt

by tho Poles to attigate thoir earlier coriticisnme while
at the sane tine re~affirming that they will oppose any
furtber lcomoning of aontrol by the Czechuelovaka,

Othc— Eamtarn Europgan Views

9. 'tn!orautton nedia in oot Rast Zuropean Communidt
statex bave not reflected- the oritical etituntion between

Czeahoslovakia and the Soviet Union ner have rumors of
Soviot troop movements towards Ceechoslovakia beon unde
publio. TYugoslavik, Rumania and Hungaty were offusive in
their congratulattons tc Cmachoslovakia in honor of its
u:tionax foy on 9 May. VWhile Dulgnria’s ocongratulations
were a suade ocooler than in 1087, Bulgarian attondance at
the Cmechoslovak Nntional Day reception 4in fRofis was
slightly more prastigious than 1last yoar's,

10. Tito has applaudod the tura of avents Ly Czechoe

. slovakia from the begiuoniang and neithor he nor Ceausssou

would collaborate 4in whatever measures Mosgow might take
agatast Caschoslovalia, Oa the ocontrary, thoy are almost

" gortain to exert whatever influence thoy have te oppese any

fntarvention in Csechoslovak internal affaive. Tha Yugoslav



EOQ 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

Foreign 0ffice ragards the smituation as aerious and oxrpoots
Soviet puychologionl pressures to continus in various gorns,

L1, Vith tLho poasiblo exveption af Ulbricht and
Goxulka, other East Buropean party leadoxs would not favor
Soviet military intorvention in Cmoohoslovakia in apite of
any anxietiles thoy may have over the oourse of Prague's
douoorqtluaeion. They undoubtedly rooognize that auoh n
ocourse of action on tho .part of the Boviots would sariously
sot baok thoir awn haxd-won indopendonocoe from Nomoow Rnd
could untleash irrvational nationalist sentimenta within
tgoir ocountsies. against their own ragimess,

!ogtggg Buropean Reaction ,

13.. Regults dontinua to he roceived fron, yestarday's
solfoftation of Europoan govornments for information '
regarding rumored troop movemgntas around Czeochoslovakia,
The British, lItalian and Auatrian govoernuents axre inclined
to beliavo that some troop movements are in faat odqourfing,
LUt are ynranimous that no invasion is likely at thim point,

18, There im some divergonce of opinion over the
Itkoly 6bjooe1v0- of troop movomento. The British suspect
thgt'unneuvor- ate designed to onocourage hﬁrd-ltno olononts
in the Cumochomlovak Party's contral ocormittee to avert the
courge toward liberalimation, while tho Auatrians soe the
manouvors as ona of neveral elemonta (othors being aconomic
prossure mund modin attroks) intonded to mlow the pace in
Cooochoslovakia, The Itallians, too, gee the miltitary maneuvexa

«lle
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6.1(c)>25Yrs

ay & forn of pressure and warning.

14, The Austriana also beltieve that Czeohoslovak
sfforts to alarify the doaths of Unsdxryk and other Czechs
oxeouted in tho inte '40s are vwhat ooncora the Boviats
nost at this time, Momsocow, they fael, fears that such
muckeraking will uncover the complioity of stille-aotive
Soviet leadera, inoluding Mikoyan, and wAll have a cartaiu
geaonrnce olsewhore in Bantern Europo.

18. The Italinn Anbassador in Budapest bhas heard
rumors of Boviot troops movementa in northern Hungary, &nd

hap dompatohsd his HA to Anvoatigate.
1a,

EO 12958
3.4(b) (1)>2
Italian party asoretary general Longo roturnod £rom & two Svrs

(c)
Qay visit to Prague on 7 May with a roassuring iwpression,

Longo views Czechoslovak leader Duboak as & rosponsible
poraon who will not give the Soviets cause for Provoocation.

_E;. Eﬁgr% Eézsgﬁtlnutng avidenoo of inoroasod Soviet

nilitary aotivity in southoran Rast Germany. /

This is not normal

exoxroise progedure ne thero is 0o rogular training area

asouth of Dradden.

EO 12958
3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
(S)



EO0,12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

18, Out-of=garrison aotivity bLeginning on 7 Hay bas
been noted nt the Boviat 67th and 89th CGuards Motorized
Riftlo Divlalon inetallationa in south and southwest Eaat
Goeraany,. 9There have boan indioations of a ﬁondtnn exoxrcise
in the Efsenaoh training area whioh may involve eloxments of

ons® or both of theso divisions,

20,

These airfiolds are
uged by the tactionl air arny of tho Soviet Northern Group

of Poroew,
EO 12958
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(s) ’

(Continued)
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EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs

(s)
30.

J

21, the nlqh~:ndkinq foviet military delegation

which yasasterday attanded “Victory Day® calebrations in
FO 12958 3.4 (b) (pragiies xroturnod to Morcpntolay.

¢

‘B3 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(s)

3.
Y

8 parade (probably on 9 May) had been

¢ancalled Lecauss of an alert and the troops departad
in such hasto that they didn't have time to change
their parade uniforns, It fa unlikely that a practice
alert would be anlled disrxupting a Victory Day parada.
33. The Yugoslav military attache in Ludapest
told his U8 countarpart on ¢ May that tioviat troops
in yunvazy have not movad no:thwagd and are not on
alert,

EO 12958 5.1(c)>25Yrs
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EO 12958 3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs { €AnLT
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24—vsunu rrencr T Irvary liaison personnol
notad no major movo of GSPFG unite toward thie Cgecho~
slovak border during Auto tours of the bordexr araa
an 9 May. Purther raports from theso missions are
expected late this evening.

25, Unfevorable conditions 1od to cancollation
of plans for low alt{tude photography of aselactad Eo-
viet 20th Guards Army installations in the Dlarlin
area (see paragral; twe of the 0700, 10 May situa-
tion RMeport in Csechoslovakia)., The flight has been
rescheduled for ll May.

_LATE XTEM

EO 12958 3. 4(b)(1)>25Yrs

(s)

EO 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

2¢. A toport on 10 blaththuLod
to ni cox::onpondunt thamYc!.aims that bubcok
told the BSoviets during his visit ta Moscow on § May

that he no longor controlled avents; thatthhe Crechios-
slovak arny is wholly on tho side wp-Proasldent fovboda)
that Crachoslovak troops have besen movad to the Polish

and taat German bordera; and that Dubcok favors &

~




EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs mm
(s) T

break up of the stats ifnto two parts, one conposcd
at lichemia and MHoraifZa, the othor of Glovakia, <The
source olaims his information was acquired at the
Polish exbassy.

27. As to thoe specifics of this roport, thore
ks no incication that Csachioslovak troops have bean
alerted or »ovaed since tho criasis brovke. Duboek's
ie known to be against any break up of tho oovntry
into two parts, and it is doudbtful that lioscow would
countsnance such an cutcowd. All ovxr eviconon points

to the Army's loyalty boing on the side of Dubook.

EO 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs
10~




INFORMATION

~TOR-SEGRET-

Friday, May 10, 1968
6:30 p. m,

Mr. President:
Herewith Gen. Johnsea ceafirms

that Bali Thusag s operatienally used
by MIG's.

W. W, Restow

WWRestow:rin






ATTACHMZNT
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SUBJECT: NIG Operations from Bai Thuong Airfield (U)

1. Bai Thuong presently nas a2 main runway over 7,000
feet long with supporting taxi-ways and at least 30 air-
craft disversal reveiments. The shoulder on {he northeast
side of the runway forms a 504 landing arez nearly 6,000
feet long and 125 feet wide which is sufficient for MIG.
operasions.

2, The latest { ) of 14 February 1958 showed the
airlleld to be non-operational and since the time when up-
cated F wes required the weather has prevented
successrul missions. The North Vietnamese MIGs, however,
were noted using Bail Thuong on 28 Aoril during two brief
periods of activity involving landing end take-off.

3. On' 7 May et 07002, twec Vietnamesa pilloted MIG 21s
took off from Bzl Thuong eiriield and were vectored south
tovwerd our aiveraft. Tihe North Vietnamese alrcrzft on
two senzrate occasions sighted our aircraft but subsequently
lost visual contact. After flying south to 1832N/1051E the
intercentors took up & headinz of 350° at about 0732Z, and

‘a2 few minutes later { ‘ Lsub~
seguentiy en~eging a singie ailCTEIT,

L. T - tracking .indicates

the eptagemenc voox place at 1b32N/10532E at 07367, ‘:

ne ailrcraft is ourning

EI022CY «jsesees 8000 ONe aliverart invo flames, firing two
:'.'.iss:'-.les.o

. These North Vietnemese aireralt subseguently landecd
=i Thuong &% 07502,

™
‘.:.

€. An F-48 was downed in the vicinity 1850N/10500E.
e adjecent F-UB pilot reports ovserving alrborne missile

iy
Jived rom aircraft seven to eight niles in front of flight,

o}
i

Attachment
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The first F-4B was hit and observed in nose~down attitude
spiraling with tail on flre. The pilot and radar observer

ejected and were subﬂﬂzuentlf rccovered, Time coincildes e
?:ith g -’: R}

7. Between 09322 and 0948Z the same North Vietnzmese -
pilots, referred to in the premises, were reflected in an T
inter-airfield flight from Bai Thuong to Panuc Yen Airfield, e

8. The followlng is extracted from CIA summary: "“There T
was extensive MIG fighter interceptor activity in the Pan- e
pandle area south of the 20th Parallel on both 7 and 8 May, ”

Nort etnamese nave begun ¢0 use Bal Thuong Alrfield eas w

2 staging base, On the Tth, two of the MIGs that engaged e

US F~§ ajrcraft in the Vinh area landed at Bal Thuong s
following the encounter. As many as eight MIGs, which we i

bellieve are normally based nea>» Hanol, were noted active in mh

the Bai Thuong area some siX hours after that engagement. L
Other MIGs used Bai Thuong Airfield on 8§ May in flights i
to and Zrom Hanoi,"

9., On 8 May, at least four MIGs flew from Hanoi-area
airfiazids to Bzl Thuong. Three MIGs, including two MIG=lT7s e
and & single MIG-26, subsequently left Bal Thuong and e
flew dack to the Hanoi area. A lone MIG-21 apparently A
remained atvt Bal Thuong. :

10. On 9 May, two MIC-21ls were detected attempting to
enzgage US aircraft in the vicinicy ¢of Vinh, VWhile it is
uncertain where-tne MIGs ook off, ¢two MIG-21ls recovered
at 2Bzl Thuong.

2 Aftachment
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INFORMATION

Friday, May 10, 1968 -~ 11:00 a. m.
Mr. Presideat:
Attached (Tab A) Is an impertant Bunker cable.
It presents:

~= his anslysis of the enemy's intentliens;

== our owa basic streagth;

~= his streag recoemmaenadations for a change
in Harriman's iastructiens on the coaditioas
uader which a total bembing cessatien should

be accepted (para. 11 at paper clip).

At Tab B is a MACYV analysis of iafiltratica
covered by an interesting Bodb Giashargh memo
which suggests the pessible timing of Hanel's
negetiating strategy ia relatioa te infiltratiea.

W, W. Restew

WWRostow:rin
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-2- SATEO 69284 1 6771968 NODIS/CROCODILE

PRODUCE AS.MUCH TERROR AND HAVOC IN-TRE CITY FOR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE,
- IN ORDER TO. CAUSE AS MUCH TROUBLE AS POSSISLE TO THE AUTHORITIES AND
“THE PEOPLE, WITH THE HOPE OF

OVERWHELMING AND COLLAPSING THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE <=,

CITY SERVICES, PRODUCING MASS DISCONTENT AND HOPEFULLY’

THEUPRISING WHICH THEY FAILED 'TO ACHIEVESIN THE TET>
OFFENSIVE, THERE IS NO SIGN OF PANIC OR SUCH COLLAPSE,

AND OUR MYLITARY AND THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES ARE
VERY CONFIDENT THAT THEY ARE GOING TO BRING THIS UNDER

CONTROL BEFORE IT REACHES THAT STAGE.

5. THAT THEY HAVE OTHER AIMS IN MIND 1S OBVIOUS, SUCH AS
INFLUENCING THE PARIS TALKS, IMNPRESSING AMERICAN AND WORLD
OPINION WITH THEIR CONTINUED ABILITY TO NOUNT SUBSTANTIAL
CAMPAIGNS IN-ORDER TO CAUSE MORE DESPAIR IN THE AMERICAN
PUBLIC, ETC. WHAT EMERGES IS THAT THEY ARE MAXING ANOTHER -
GREAT EFFORT, NOT ON THE SCALE OF TET BUT STILL IMPRESSIVE, AN{
THEY HAVE THE CAPABILITY. OF KEEPING THIS GOING HERE FOR SOME
DAYS AND POSSIBLY WEEKS, IF, THEY BREAK OFF . THIS.ATTACK IT WILL
BE TO RESUPPLY, THEN START AGAIN SOME VEEXS HENCE, ALTHOUGH
PERHAPS ON A REDUCED SCALE IN VIEW OF THEIR INCREASINGLY
DIFFICULT RESURPLY PROBLEMS DYRING THE MONSOON SEASON IN

LAOS, THREY ARE IN ANY CASE-WILLING=TO-PAY-A- VERY_-HEAVY=>

PRICE IN TERNMS OF LOSSES-

. ve N .. . e ..
[ -l-i;\.-v.s'-;. et &S e Feae Aoy 00 ¢ .
* .
;e g e
= o

AT

€, ALONG WITH THIS THERE HAS BEEN AN EXTRAORDINARY-MOVEMENT SOUTH,,

'AND INFILTRATION, IN THE LAST FOUR MONTHS, AND THIS CONTINUES, (HOWEVER,
OUR SUCCESS AT KHE SANH, THE A SHAU VALLEY CAMPAIGN WITH ITS CAPTURE )
OF HUGE SUPPLIES, AND QUR SPOILLING OPERATIONS 1In APRIL, ALSO WITH CAPTURE !

OF HEAVY SUPPLIES, HAVE INFLICTED GREAT LOSSES ON THE ENEMYS HMANPOWER
AND SUPPLIES.) HANGI AND'.NLF BROADCASTS HAVE CALLED FOR THE BONBING

OF THE PALACE AND AMERICAN EMBASSY BY VNAF .DEFEGCTORS, AND A

MASS UPRISING. WE MUST EXPECT THAT ONE OR MORE OF OUR INSTALLATIONS
IN'AND AROUND SAIGON WILL BE SINGLED -OUT AT ANY TIME OVER THE NEXT DAYS

OR WEEKS FOR SPECIAL SABOTAGE, WITH A POSSIBILITY OF MORE CASUALTIES TO
‘AMERICANS . '

PURJIIPR AR P SRLP S WE IR SPPE O

A3 P e e o 1 ¢ S P

e A e T TSN L

7. THERE IS SOME INTERESTING EVIDENCE OF WHAT IS GOING ON ON THE ENENMYS
SIDE. IN 1 CORPS JUST NORTH OF HUE ON ‘MAY 1, (2 NVA-TROOPS SURRENDERED,
THE LARGEST SINGLE BATCH IN THIS WAR, INDUCED BY THE AMPLIFIER BROADCASTS

OF A CAPTURED SERGEANT. THE HIGHEST LEVEL DEFECTOR OF THIS WAR, LT ™
COLONE TRAMN VAN DAC WHO JOINED THE VC IN 1945 AND ROSE AS A COMNLSSAR
AND PROPAGANDIST, DEFECTED ON APRIL 19 AND REVEALED THE PLANS AND
TIMING OF THE PRESENT -OFFENSIVE, THIS INFORMATION WAS USED IN OUR
PREPARATIONS 'FOR THE ATTACK ON SAIGON, AND HAS PROVEN SUBSTANTIALLY
CORRECT, ON MAY © ANOTHER-LT -COLOMEL- DEFECTED NEAR SAIGON ON THE-,
GROUNDS THAT THE POLITICAL COMMISSARS WERE ASKING THE IMPOSSISLE
INfMILITARY TERNS AND KE COULD NOT TAKE IT ANY MORE,-HE AND GTHERS
HAVE_ADDED THAT-MORALETIS-HOT AS GOOD-AS-IT.UAS/ AND THERE IS WANING_. .
—BEGRET— ,

Yo i . i ’ . o 1
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-3- SAIGON 26928/1, MAY 10, 1968 NODIS/CROCODILE

CONFIDENCE IN THE RANKS NOW THAT THE VC CaN WIN. THERE IS EVIDENCE
THAT REPLACENMENTS FROM THE NORTH AND IMPRESSED SOUTHERNERS ARE

BEING THROWN INTO BATTLE WITH LITTLE MILITARY TRAINING. THZRE IS ALSO
. SOME EVIDENCE THAT. HANOX WAS {MOVING TOWARD A BID FOR TALXS EVEW ,
BEFOgE THE APRIL 30 SPEECH AND THAT THEY ARE ANXIOUS TO CONTINUE THE
TALKS.,

8, IT 1S-MY VIEW-THAT KANOI AND THE NLF ARE HURTING, ARE NOW ENGRGED
I8 A HUGE GAMBLE, AND THIS IS A YEAR OF CLIMAX. THEY, PERHAPS, STILL”
NOPE FOR A COLLAPSE IN SAIGON, 1 FEEL CERTAIN THEY WILL FAIL. PERHAPS
W0ST IMPORTANT IN TERNS 'OF THEIR GAMNBLE IS THAT THEY NOW HOPE TO WIN=
BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY REGARD AS OUR DESPERATE DESIRE FOR PEACE.:THRE ~»
SPEECHES OF MCCARTHY, KENNEDY, GALBRALTH AND OTHERS, ARTICLES

IN THE US PRESS AND. TV, THE SHIFT IN NEWSWEEK,

WALTER -CRONKITE AND OTHERS, MAY HAVE CONVINCED THEMN THAT IF

THEY NEGOTIATE AND FIGHT WE WILL BE READY TO THROW IN THE

SPONGE BY FORCING. A COALITION ON THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE,

2+ THE ARROGANCE . OF THEIR MAY 3 REPLY - TO ARRANGE FOR THE COMPLETE
CESSATION OF BOMBING AND OTHER ACTS OF WAR = WAS-PART PROPAGANDA-g

AND PART BRAVADO. ALL THE EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THEY ARE GOING TO BE TOUGH |
Iy THE NEGOTIATIONS AND ARE OUT TO OBTAIN THE COLOSSAL CONCESSION OF
COALITION GOVERNMENT, THEY,—ORTAT LEAST "SOME "IN THE NORTH, MUST BE
ARGUING THAT THE UNITED STATES REGARDS ITS BARGAINING ?OSITION AS7

WEAK, AND. THEREFORE THAT THEY ARE IN A-STRONG POSITION, UNLESS WE ACIu.

WITH GVNUINE CONFIDENCE IN THE STRENGTHZOR=QUR-BARGAINING POSITION,=I
S¥LEEARFUL OF-THE-OUTCOME ,~BUNXER

- - -
. D LS ©8 w s sewbh ote Stergennt S s r et o A

PASSED PARIS 10 May 1968 -
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HARRINMAN®S PRESENT INSTRUCTIONS WOULD ENCOURAGE THE HARD LINERS T
IN RANOI TO THINK WE ARE READY TO CALL IT QUITS, AND IN THE DEBATES
WHICH MUST BE TAKING PLACE IN THE NORTH THEY WOULD BE JSUTIFIED

IN THEIR VIEW THAT THE THING TO DO 1S TO KEEP THE PRESSURE ON
SAIGON,

E, 1 MYSELF WOULD GO FURTHER, AND-EVEN WHILE THE-TALKXS -

PROCEED 1 WOULD BOMB POWER STATIONS, RAILWAY YARDS, AND. MILITARY"
INSTALLATIONS -NEAR AND:IN THE CITIES BELOW THE 20TH PARALLEL,
ADDING TO THEIR TROUBLES IN THE NORTH, CREATING MORE REFUGEE.
PROBLEMS FOR THEM, AND PUTTING NEW STRAINS ON THEIR FACILITIES,

F. IN.SHORT, UNTIL THEY REDUCE THE MOVEMENTS SOUTH AND -

CALL-OFF THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SAIGON, WE SHOULD NOT AGREE T0 A

[FULL CESSATION, AND AT 'SOME STAGE VWE SHOULD LET HANOI KNOW WHY.

AS A FOOTNOTE, WE WOULD LOOK RIDCULOUS IF-WE~AGREED™TO A FULL—=
CESSATION, - AND A FEW DAYS LATER- HAD :ONE=OF QUR-AMERICANTINSTALLAT-IONS

USRI DAY SN T

" . Aoyt = pmron
- . .

gll.'ASTED BY-SABOTAGE - WITH_HEAVY_ AMERICAN-CASUALTIES—BUNKER.
NOTE:  PASSED PARIS 3/18/88ecsuncci oo convinmm 000
\ : .
. ‘ . ©
. L] R . .‘0
.- ?
\
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20306

9 May 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

Attached is MACV's analysis of infiltration activity as of

4 May. Note that this represents only the first result of a coatinuing
analysis.

Significant conclusions:

- Through March 1968, NVN maintained a normal rate
of infiltration of 6,000 - 8,000 a month. (Presumably this does not
include the 304th and 320th Divisions. ) -

- Since 1 March, an additional 55,500 - 65, 000 have
started south. Estimated destinations:

Co~po)
MR -5 13,500 - 17,000 f,,,,,*o.aa)
COSVN 18, 000 )
B-3 Front 6,500 - 10,000 ( W sl Mg ond

DMZ/MR Tri Thien 17,500 - 20,000 (T Cd‘p-d)
55,500 - 65,000

- Infiltrators move at an average rate of 11 kilometers
per day.

- 14,900 are probably now south of the DMZ with 41, 800
still in NVN. The last of these could be at the DMZ by about 15 June.

- Estimated dates for closure at destinations:

DMZ/Tri Thien/Hue -- early June

MR -5 -~ late July
B-3 -~ late June
COSVN - III Corps -- early August

COSVN-Phuoc Long Province -- late August

- At the indicated rate of about 13,000 per month, the
enemy for the first tirme in 18 months will be able to sustain a
personnel input adequate to cover his losses. ¥

¥ P ax p A CM.‘.JC’ nIE - «D/Z(‘a.’aﬂn. W-;“J(U
—SECRET AV N—



—SPCRET S A VI N—

- Country-wide, enemy personnel should peak in July.
By the end of June, however, he will have met most of his requirements
north of III Corps. Thus, he should have an earlier capability to mount
a threat in I Corps and the Highlands,.

I would make the observation that if the enemy is interested in
serious negotiations, he might have the following fight-talk strategy
in mind:

- In return for a cessation of bombing of all NVN, about
mid-June he might agree to (a) cease further infiltration and (b) respect
the DMZ.

- Sometime in June he might launch a major offensive
designed to (a) create as much chaos as possible in the cities and
(b) expand to the maximum,areas under his control.

- Engage in a concerted diplomatic-propaganda effort to
achieve by early August a cease-fire in SVN, which would exploit
to the maximum the gains achieved by his military offensive.
We have no convincing evidence tlat this is, in fact, his strategy.

But such moves have sufficient logic for us to recognize that this is
one possible strategy.

4

ROBERT N, GINSBURGH
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Copy of MAC 5862

1. Following is a special estimate on personnel infiltration presented to
Commander, US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, on 4 May 1968.

A. In preface, we should note several recent developments in the
communications intelligence field concerning infiltration, In early March,
NSA reported that since November 1967 they had noted large groups of
personnel at various relay stations in the North Vietnam panhandle. These
groups were detected in the rear services communications from Thanh Hoa
province in North Vietnam, The groups had 3-digit designator numbers,
This was a significant breakthrough, permitting us to project infiltration
rates for the first time, We know from prisoners of war and documents that
some of the groups identified by NSA began entering South Vietnam in January,
and also that some of these 3-digit groups are still in the Laotian panhandle,
and some are still entering the II and IIIl Corps areas. We believe that the
3-digit groups were a portion of the normal infiltration flow from the north,
and were within our estimate of 6000 to 8000 infiltrators per month --

" through March 1968. This estimate concerns the new 4-digit infiltration
designators which were introduced in February. The enemy's current
infiltration program has all the earmarks of a large-scale reinforcement,

B, During the last two months, we have learned of the temporary
.locations of 75 of the new 4-digit groups, with respect to the series of
commo-liaison (infiltration stations) in the North Vietnam panhandle.
22 additional groups have been referred to in traffic, with no mention of
identifiable location, Thus we know of at least 97 4-digit groups in the
pipeline; the number is still growing, We know the strength of 57 groups;
These total 32,061, The average strength is 562, Applying this to the other
identified groups, we estimate total strength of the 97 groups to be 55, 700.
We also have evidence of an average movement rate of 11 kilometers per day,
computed from 34 groups which have been identified at more than one commo-
"liaison station,

C. We know that a few of these 4-digit groups have arrived in
South Vietnam. On 4 and 6 April, intercepts indicated that groups 9028 and
4014 were located immediately to the west of A Shau valley. On 25 April,
4 members of group 4002 rallied west of Quang Tri City, three days after
their arrival in base area 101, From 26 to 28 April we noted in communications
groups 4011, 4015, 9007, and 9009 in the vicinity of the A Shau valley, ' These
are all the groups for which we now have hard indications of location in or
near South Vietnam -- only seven’out of the total of 97.

D. The key to the distribution of these.personnel perhaps lies in the
destinations of the groups, and there may be a clue to destination in the enemy's
_methodology of group numbering. Although tenuous, ‘we theorize that the first
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digit of each group number may indicate the group's destination, In communi-
cations intelligence, two groups, 1005 and 1023, have been referenced as going
to "Bac An' or '"B-47." From collateral intelligence, we accept these to be
designations for Military Region-5; thus, that is the possible destination of
groups in this series, In the 2000 series, we find reference to groups 2015,
2018, 2019, and 2030 going to ""Hai Yen'' or '"Hai Yen 9.'" Collateral information
equates Hai Yen to a staging area on the border, between Cambodia and Phuoc
Long province, in the COSVN (Central Office South Vietnam) area. Thus the
groups in this series may be destined for that area. We also have evidence

for the 4000 series, Four ralliers from group 4002, captured near Quang Tri
City, stated that "Bac Do'' was the destination of their group, '"Bac Do'' being

a code for the Quang Tri-Thua Thien area, In communications intelligence,
groups 4007, 4005, 4017, and 4019 have been mentioned in connection with

"Bac Do, " Therefore, Military Region Tri-Thien may be the intended destination
of other 4000 series groups. We have similar evidence for the 9000 series,
Group 9019 was mentioned in connection with Lam Truong, which in the fall of
1967 was equated with the DMZ front. Groups 9007, 9009 and 9028 were previously
noted in communications near the A Shau valley. So, for the 9000 series groups,
we postulate destinations of the DMZ area. However, we should note that those
in the A Shau may be destined for military region Tri-Thien units formerly in
the DMZ area -- such as the 324B North Vietnamese Army division,

E, The enemy identified earlier infiltration packets with a 3-digit number.
The first digits of these old designators may correspond to those of the new.
Many of the 100 series groups went to Military Region 5, the destination of our
1000 series. A majority of the 200 series went to '"Hai Yen'" -- in the COSVN
area. In the 300 series, 10 of 16 groups which arrived in 1967 went to II Corps.
Of these, seven went to B-3 front, three to MR-5, Thus, B-3 front probably
received a large share of all 300 series groups, This is a tenuous indication
that the 3000 series may be so destined, and it is the only evidence we have of
the destination of these groups. In the case of the 700 series, five out of nine
located groups went to the COSVN area. The remaining four went to MR-5,
Therefore, the weight of evidence suggests COSVN as the destination for the
7000 series groups.,

F. If the enemy distributes these troops accordingly, they would be

disposed like this: Estimated strength

Series Destination of series Requirements
1000 Military Region 5 13,500 17,000

2000 COSVN (Ce ntral Office 13,500 18,000

South Vietnam) (total COSVN)

7000 COSVN 4,500

3000 B-3 Front 6,500 10, 000

4000 MR Tri-Thien 6,500 12,000

9000 DMZ/MR Tri-Thien 11, 000 ___ 8,000

Total 55, 500 65,000
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To assess the reasonableness of this expected distribution in terms of the
enemy's replacement requirements, we independently computed his estimated
requirements for personnel in each major area which receives replacements
from North Vietnam. Results are shown in the requirements column of the
preceding table, We used two methods in computing these requirements.,

In one case, we deducted the estimated strength of each unit from what we
consider to be his desired manning level. In the second method, we estimated
his personnel losses, less his input, for the first two quarters of the year,
Results of the two computations were similar, falling between 60 and 70 thousand.
Thus for this comparison, we assumed total requirements of 65,000, We see
that enemy requirements are generally comparable to the distribution he would
achieve if our first-digit destination theory is valid. When we make this
comparison in northern I Corps, we should note that the enemy's planned
distribution probably was developed several months ago. Since that time,
several major units have been redeployed from the DMZ area -~ one division
to MR Tri-Thien, and one to B-3 front, The overall comparison, we believe,
tends to support our theory,

G. VWith respect to movement methodology, we have been able to
collect data over a 258 kilometer segment of the pipeline in North Vietnam,
involving 18 commo/liaison stations for which we know general locations.
We have on record 36 separate moves made by 34 different infiltration
packets, The longest move was 163 kilometers in 14 days, while the shortest
move was only 9 kilometers in one day. The infiltration packets moved at
widely varying rates. Three groups moved as fast as 25-26 kilometers per day
while two moved less than two kilometers per day. All of this data was computed
from intercepts of reports between the commo/liaison stations. We have been
able to compute, from this, that the 34 groups moved at an average rate of
11 kilometers per day. We have evidence that there was a partial utilization
of vehicles in a shuttle type operation, but no one group moved solely by vehicle,
In collateral data, we know from four ralliers taken on 25 April near base
area 101, that their group, number 4002, traveled 700 kilometers in 73 days
for an average of 9. 6 kilometers per day. Furthermore, those 3-digit groups
now arriving in II Corps required three months for their travel. They moved
approximately 950 kilometers in 90 days, for a rate of 10.5 kilometers per day.
3~digit groups now surfacing in III Corps have been taking up to six months for
their trip. All of this experience tends to support our rate of 11 kilometers per day.

H., We have projected the movement of all identified groups, by applying
the 1l-kilometer daily rate from the last known location of the packets. In
this projection, we have assumed a random distribution of the known, but
unlocated groups. We estimate that 70 groups with a combined strength of 41, 800
are still north of the DMZ at this time, Twenty-seven groups with a total strength
of 14,900 probably are distributed between base area 512 at the DMZ and base
area 609 in the tri-border area. Furthermore, the last of the now known infil-
tration packets could be at the DMZ in about six weeks. However, we should not
assume that all of the forces north of the DMZ are destined for in-country units.
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We know the enemy has stripped his defenses in southern North Vietnam,
and he also has a need for construction and road repair labor, both in

North Vietnam and in the panhandle of Laos. We have various indications
that some of the four-digit serials may be associated with rear service work
and can reasonably expect an unknown number of men to be assigned to

these tasks.

I, Using the same movement factors, we have estimated the time
required for the serials to arrive at their possible destinations. The lead
packets of serials 4000 and 9000 could lave reached their areas now,

We can confirm this by noting in communications the 9000 series groups at
A Shau, and ralliers locating the 400 series group at base area 101, The
trailing element of the 400 series could close into the Tri-Thien/Hue area
in early June, and the same time frame holds true for the 9000 series in
the western DMZ, The 1000 series estimated to be destined for MR-5

could have their lead elements already on station, while the trial elements
would not close until late July. The B-3 front, estimated to receive the
3000 serials could expect their first replacements in late May, but their
last serial of recruits probably would not arrive until late June. In III Corps,
the 2000 series could begin arriving in early July while their rearmost
elements could close by early August, Finally, the 700 serials should begin
arriving in late July and close into Phuoc Long province by late August.

J. In summary, we have determined that the enemy has a large-
scale infiltration effort under way., From the size of this effort now moving
down the trail at a slow but steady pace, we can expect over the period
April through August to see an expanded rate of infiltration into South Vietnam -=
a rate we estimate will be about twelve thousand infiltrators per month. At
such a rate, the enemy will be able to sustain for the first time in 18 months
a personnel input adequate to cover his losses., Enemy killed in action for
April was about 12,000, If this is representative of what we will see in the
future, his in-country recruiting should be sufficient to accommodate the
balance of his casualties. If the total number of infiltrators is considerably
higher than our estimate, the enemy's net strength could show an increase.
On the basis of all strength and movement factors we have considered, the
enemy's personnel situation countrywide will peak in July; however, most of
his requirements north of III Corps can be filled by the end of June, Thus, we
anticipate an earlier capability for him to mount a threat in I Corps and the
western highlands. Even if the enemy launches the offensive in May that he
obviously intended for late April, he has sufficient troops en route to rebuild
his units for renewed attacks,

2, This represents only the first results of a continuing analysis of
infiltration activity. We may revise this estimate as we gain additional data.

#i#
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ACTION
Friday, May 10, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Farewell letter to the Prime Minister of Thailand

Attached is the suggested text of a farewell letter from you to Prime
Minister Thanom and his wife.

The Prime Minister is leaving next Sunday morning, without ceremony.
Agsistant Secretary Bundy will see him off and will give him your letter

just as he steps on the plane.

1 recommend you sign the letter.

V., W, Rostow

Att.

MW right:wpt



May 11, 1968

Your Excellency and Thanpuyiag Chengkal:

As you depart the United States on this memorable tour of

the Free ¥V orld you carry with you the admiration and friend-
ship of myself and Hirs. Johnson, and of the American psople.
¥ ¢ knew the great coatribution you and your coustry are
oaking to the cause of peace with {reedom in the world teday.

Your visit has gives yeu 3 chance to measure the strength of
our purpose in Asia, As ] told you, we will continue to stand
beside Thailand in mutual defense 2gainst aggreasion. Y'e
will coatinne cur commeon effort to achisve development and
pregress.

Thalland i giving the world an outstanding demonstration of
what can be done to improve the life of its people while pro-
tecting them from vicleace and istimidation. Mere than that,
Thailaad {s makiag ¢ majer ceatribution te similar efferts
by its neighbers in Southesst Asis, As incresasiag progress
and presperity comes to your part of the world, Thailand
will dessrve great eredit,

Sincerely,

Hie Excellency
Field Marshal Thanom Kittikschora
and Thanpuying Cheagkol

STATE:LBJ:MWright:wpt
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ACTION
Friday, May 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Farewell letter to the Prime Minister of Thalland

Attached is the suggested text of a farewell letter from you to Prime
Minister Thanom and his wife.

The Prime Minister is leaving next Sunday morning, without ceremony.
Assistant Secretary Bundy will see him off and will give him your letter
just as he steps on the plane,

1 recommend you sign the letter.

W, W, Rostow

Att,

MWright:wpt



May 11, 1968

Your Excellensy and Thaspuying Choagkol:

As you depart the Ualted States on this mamorable tour of

the Frees Y orld you carry with you the admiration and friend-
ship of myyself and I irs. Jehnsen, and of the American pseple.
¥ o know the great contributiona you and your cousiry are
making to the causae of peace with freedom in the werld teday.

Your visit has given you 8 chance to messure the streagth of
our purpess in Asia, As ] told yeu, we will continue te stand
beside Thailand in omtusl defense against aggression. Ve
‘will contimue our commeon effert to achieve develepment and

pregress.

Thailand {s giving the werld an cutstanding demonstratisn of
what can be deme to impreve the life of its peeplas while pre-
tecting them from vialeace 2ad imtimidation. Mere than that,
Thailand {s makiag a2 majer contribution to similar efforts
by ite neighbers in Seutheast Aefa,. As imncreasiag pregress
and presperity comes to your part of the werld, Thailand
will deserve great credit.

Siacarely,

His Excelliency
Fleld Marshal Thanem Kittikachorn
and Thanpuyiag Chamgkol

STATE:LBJ:MW right:wpt
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INFORMATION
—SEERET— Friday - May 10, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Argenatine Situation

1 understand Mr. Klsberg wanted to see you about reports of plot-
ting against President Ouganis.

Since he cams to power in June 1966, Ongania has performed a
dslicate balancing act between the "liberal' and "nationalist” fac-
tions in ths government and military. These labels mask an
underlying contest between advocates of free eaterprise vs. cor-
porate-statism aad coatinued isolation of the Peronistas vs. their
assimilation in the political process. Persoaal ambitions are also
a factor. Somstimes it is hard to tell whether the rumbling is
{deological or persomal.

The present situatioa is such a case. The "corporate-astate' advo-
cates have been more voeal latsly. The leaders of the “liberzals”
-« Army Commander-in-Chief Julio Alsogaray and his brother
Alvaro, Argentine Ambassador here -~ have reacted by sounding
out would-be plotters. (Ambassador Alsogaray retursed to Buenos
Alres last week to confer with his brother). But it is zlso true that
the "drift" toward “corporate-statism'" is not so pronounced zs to
Justify such drastic action by the ""liberals'. Furthermore, General
Julio Alsogaray reaches retirement age next Novemnber and he may
well be laying some grouadwork to keep his positioa should Ongania
decide to replace him.

If all of this socunds Byzaatine, it is the nature of current Argentine

politics. Neither CIA nor State consider that we arxe in a crisis
situation. We will foellow developmaents closely and kesp you posted.

W. W, Rostow



May 9, 1968

ARGENTINA (A'5€131$:2
Our friends in this country have advised us that thejbrothers
are very serious about doing something in their country before
the end of the year. From the viewpoint of backing and support
they have

l. Minister of Economy

2. Chief of the Tank Corps

3. General Llanusa in charge of
Second Corps Area

Thére is no indication as to the possible timing of their move.
Evidently the brothers have become disenchanted with Ongania
because of some statements that he made recently to the effect
that he might want to continue in office for a long time.

From the viewpoint of our friends Ongania has been doing a
good job and performing very'well under difficult circumstances

and the country is moving along in satisfactory style. Any

upset at this time would not be good for the country even though

the brothers are pro-U.S. and are also for private enterprise.

She



Friday, May 10, 1968
__SECREB?— 445 p.m,

MR. PRESIDENT:

One reason why I wish to see us bombing between ths 19th and 20th
parallels soon is the following:

Hanol knows that we stopped bombing thare because of the public
aproar at the time. They may sense, alse, that we have drawn back
the 60 miles to minimize the risk that we hit something beyond the
20th parallel.

This may lsad them to overrate the effectivensss of pressure on
us on the whole bombing issus. Specifically, it may lead them to feel that
the anti-bombing pressure, as refiected in last Sunday's New York Times,
is so grsat that they should press very hard and very loag for a total
cessation of bombiag without any compensating move on their part.

Just as the leaks and the debate in town on Warsaw may have protracted
the peried before a site was agreed, this view of our attitude towards bombing
might protract the phase of negotiating reciprocal action in retura for a total
bombiag cessation. In addition to this reason, of course, I feel that we
could get more trucks before they got to South Vietnam if we bombed along
the roads between the 19th and 20th parallels and better interfere with their
assembly peoints, airfields, etc., in that area.

In short, I feel there is a political and negotiating reason for bombing
the 19th and 20th as well as a straightforward limited military reason,

W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION

LCONFIDENTIAL
Friday, May 10, 1968 - 2:45 pm
Mr. Presideat:

Herewith is Cy's accouat of the
histeric flrst coatact with the North
Vietnamese. Kesy passages ars marked,

W. W. Rostow

DELTO 9 (Parls 13832)

~GONFIDENTIAL

WWRostow:rin
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Friday, May 10, 1968 -- 12:50 p,m

Mr. President:

Harawith latast Ceanh altnatiag

W. W. Resteow

WWRestew:rln
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£O 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs SR S
(S) 5 <
EO 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence O D PO oy “EASE
10 May 10868 DATE: CCT 2
EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25rs
INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM (S) :
The Situation in Czechoslovakia '
[+ A M.

1. W
Agjthoro havo boen some troop B
movements, probably Soviet, in East Germany in the Czechoslovak

horder area.
EO 12958 3.4Xb) (1)>25Fre

(S) a.

[ ' in southern EBast

Germany, Erich Hanecker, number two man in the East German

party, indicated that troop movemonts havo been taking place
in that area.
3. The numbor of troops involved, however, is possibly
uuull.’ 44J
rho populace has not yot noticed the movements. MNore-

over, no tomporary restricted areas, usually set up to screen

large-scale mapnouvers or troop movemonts have been imposed.
4. Honeckor ordered several district first secretaries
to send people to Czochoslovakia to advise Czechoslovak
Communist party mombors of the East German party's support
for them, and to point out the danpers inherent in present

EO 12958 3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
(s)

SECREF

b aabrer —h of
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developments. [Honecker reportedly stated that one must
want to sce when tho Czechoslovak Communist Party is going
to proclaim a "struggle to put down the counter-revolu-~
tionary forces" in tho CSSR. Honeckor's latter remarks
arc similrr to those expressed in the Polish party’s main

daily, Trybuna Ludu, on 8 May.

5. In Prague the Czechoslovaks arc continuing to enjoy
thoir three dny holiday and there were no observable signs
of public panic or alarm. No unusual military activity
has boon detected in Czechoslovakia,

6., Moscow has as yot said not a word about the now
widegpread :eports that some of its forces have been deployed
toward Czechoslovakin, It s9Pems clear--no matter how many
donials may come later--that the Soviets intend tho reports
and rumors- to havo their effoct in Prague, In the light
of these developmentu, therc secems little doubt that the
meoting in Moscow on Wednesday between tho Soviet, Polish,
Eagt German, Huangarian and Bulgarian leaders was the signal
for the launching of this war of nerves against the Czecho-
slovaks., The propaganda plny during the last couple of days
suggests, howover, that the Hungariarsand porhaps the
Bulgariamswere less willing to lend thenmiselves to such a

tactic than the others.

7. XMoscow's behavior so far seams more congistent with

EO 12958 .3.4 (b} (1)>25Yrs
(S)
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such a psychological warfare plan than with an inteation to
movo Soviet forces onto Czechoslovakia territory. 1If this
lattor were intended, wo would have expected Soviet propa-
ganda to have soundod a rising note of alarm or to have

begun to prapare a Warsaw Pact cover for intervention,

I

9. The French government clearly is not treating tLhe
situation as criticnl) while Bonn as of latoe last night was

still analyzing the situation.

EQ 12858 3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
EO 12958 3.4(b) (6)>25Yrs
(s)

?0'12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
s) .
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Friday, May 10, 1968
—TOPSEECRET- 12:00 noon

MR, PRESIDENT:

The attached imtslligence item s about
as firm as intelligencs can be that Hanol is usiag
‘the airfislds at Bal Thwoung and Viah for MIG's.

Gensral Johmeon should be filing kis
repert with you sometime this afterncea.

W. W. Restow

FTOP-SECAET-TRIRE-sttachment

ﬁal



INFORMATION

Friday, May 10, 1968 -- 11:55 a.m.
Mr. Presldeat:
Cengelvably this could be a turaiag peiat in

the Middls East. The UAR has accepted talks in
Mew York with Jarviag.

Beyead that fact, what gives us hoepe is ia

para. 5: Calre now interprets "implemeatatiea™
as a package deal to be Implemsated via a time tadle.

We shall have a draft letter te Nasser uwp to
yeu duriag the day.

W. W. Restow

Caire 2370

WWRostow:rln
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SUBJECT ¢ JARRING MISSION

To
1. MOHAXZID RIAD JUST TELEPHONEDASIVE ME SHORT BRIEFING RE
JARRING- ¥AY 9 YISIT. I AM TO SEE MOHAMED AT 12-A.M. LOCAL
TC¥O2RCY AT WMICH TIME HE WILL READ MEMCON AND GIVE ME COPIES
C*™ 2ELEVANT TOCU“ENTS. '

2. JARRING YESTERDAY OFFICIALLY SUBMITTED 7© uUAR LETTER WHICH
JORDAN HAS ACCEPTZID. ISRAEL REPORTEDLY HAS RESERVATIONS RE
ONZ.PARAGRAPH. JARRING RZFERS TO IT AS HIS LETTER OF MAY 9,
1968.

3. UAR GAVE HI¥ REPLY ON SPOT. UAR LETTER SAYS RE DESIRE
YMZET REPRESEMTATIVE IN MEWYORK, UAR PERMREP READY. CONTINUE
COMTACTS IN COMFORYITY.SC_RESOLUTION-.NOVENSER.22:FOR ou
TSRLEMENTATICY, OF RESOLUTION... .

4. ‘JAR FONYIN REFERS TO HIS PREVIOUS SUSGESTIONS RE

TNPLZYENTATION RESOLUTION AMD URGZIS JARRING CONSIDER DRAWING
UP HIS 0w TIME TASLE FOR IMPLEMENTATION. THIS EMANATES FROY
FACT UAR ACCEPTS AND RZADY IYPLZMENT RESOLUTION. UAR ASSURES
JATRING ITS VILLIMGMESS COOPZRATE WITH HIM IN DISCHARGE. HIS

TaL¥v <.

S5.UAR FONMIN 54ID TO JARRING -I4 ORDIR AVOID AMBISUITY: "uan
ACCTPTE BESTLUTION AS. p WHOLE: UAR 1 AISISULTYE ToAn
ACULPIS RESOLUIION AS A PACKASE; UAR ACCEPTS_RESOLUTION. FROM:
A.T5 Z; UAR HAS 40 PRIOR CONDITONS." /

6. “OHAYID SAYS YAR REQUEST THAT JNRRING.PREPaﬁEmTIMEuTABLE]
INDICATES !IaR.HAS NO PRIORITIES. /UAR MAINTAINS ITS POSITION THAT
ISRACZL MUST WITHDRAW TO JUME 5 LIVE AVD UAR WILL NOT SURRENDER
ARA3 LAMD TD ISRASL. ' : '

To JAPRIMZ SATS Hei MOT TERMINATING RESIDENCE IN NICOSIA.

Se NaF STRCUELY URSED JARRIMNE CONSIDER PROPOSAL HE PREPARE
FIME TA3LL »3 THIS WAS WAY. OUT OF PRESENT DCADLOCX, J14R BELIEVED
SRITISH, FIINCI AND RUSSIANS WOULD SUPPSRT SUCH A PROPOSAL.
JARRINE “IIZHT "JIZH DISCUSS VITH PER“ANEMT YE4RIRS SC IV.NEYW YORV.
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regiment. Accord’ing to RIA yd
copmunications of 28 April, the battalions gfe located )
as follows: the 6th Baftalion at 19-40N 103-16E (UG 1975), /

the 7th Battalion at/49-37N 103-25E (UG 2467), and the
gth Battalion at 19-29N 103-14E (UG 1554).°

o®

gerve three battalions of

0797-684 281303z)

Ares Hegdquarters as being in the same general ayea. -Its
locatién on 9 May was at 19<33N 103-17E (UG 206Y), about
northeast of Khang Khay.

2/63 R024-68, 091010Z) {6EERBE-CAVEN)-

4. Increased DRV Activity Related to U.S. Strikes

Beginning in late April a DRV communications
group, previously associated only with tactical operations/
scheduling of flight activity, increased its normal daily
volume (12 messages) of traffic approximately six-fold. This
higher level of communications has continued to the present
and is indicative of a high volume of correspondence

concerning tactical operations on the part qf the Narth
Vietnamese Air Force.

unction. It is appartm!,_'lﬁvever, that plans involving .

MIG deployments to the southern DRV area were under discussion
as early as mid=-April. The first firm SIGINT indication

of an imminent MIG deployment was noted on 27 April when

a "MIG-17 equipment vehicle'" was reported en route to Vinh

and another location probably in the southern DRV area.
Subsequently, on 28 April at least two DRV MIG-2ls and

. possibly two DRV MIG:l7°'s flew from Phuc Yen and Hanoi

respectively, to Vinh Airfield, with en route stopovers

9
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st Bai Thuong. Although an interest in Vinh Airfield was

oo abrl W SIGINT as early as January of this year, these

licw agnil scopovers at Bai Thuong were among the

preliminary indicators of possible forthcoming MIG association
with this location. The two MIG-21's had apparently returned
to Bai Thuong by 3 May, as the Bai Thceng controller was noted
attempting to establish voice contact with them early in the
morning of that day. No further data relating to the actual -
return trip of the MIG-17's has yet become available; however,
the MIG-17 pilots scheduled for the Vinh flight have been noted
 active since that time at Gia Lam. On 5 and 7 May the tactical-
associated DRV communications network informed Bai Thuong,
Vinh and an undetermined location (the same mentioned above)
of the positions of three U.S. aircraft carriers in the Gulf
of Tonkin. Number, types and times of aircraft taking off
from the carrier were also noted on both dates. This

facility routinely passed B~52 alerts to the same terminals
during the period 15 January through 26 March; however;

this represents the first identified relay of "ship-spotting"
information on this communications group. On 7 May, the two
MiG-21 pilots which had flown to Vinh on the 28th, were
involved in a reaction, staged from Bai Thuong, to U.S.

strike aircraft; one U.S., F4 was downed by the MIGs. On

8 May, DRV MIG~17's and MIG-21's flew from bases in the Hanoi
area to Bai Thuong; shortly after landing, these aircraft
apparently returned to their respective bases near Hanoi.
Finally, on.9 May DRV MIGs again flew southward - as far as
18-10N - and were active south of Vinh during the same

time period U.S., strike aircraft were in that area. Although
only preliminary data is currently available, it appears

that Bai Thuong and Vinh airfields were closely associated
vwith this activity. A review of the aforementioned SIGINT
reflections of DRV air activities, when considered with
previous levels and types of activities indicates an
increased DRV concern for U.S. strike activities against
southern North Vietnam, and connotes an:'effort to dispatch
MiG aircraft to areas (Bai Thuong and Vinh) where they

can be more readily employed in tactical situatioms,

-10-
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(©)

<y Friday, May 10, 1968 - 9:10 a. m,

Mr, President:

Herewith latest CLIA summary on
Czechoslovakia,

It looks like a pretty substantial

show of force with no firm indication
they intend to cross the Czech border.

wm ostow

E0 12958 3.4[h)(1)>25Yrs
(c)

-
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EOC .129258 3.4(b) (1)>Batdin has bsen requested Eo arrange collection

(s)

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: CCT 2002

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY EO 12958 6.1(c)>2syrs |’

Directorate of Intelligence
10 May 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Situation in Czechoglovakia
° ' L] L ]

1. There is still no confirmation of Sovist troop
movements on the Czechoslovak borders.

2. Additional Soviet Wactivity in

Southeastern East Germany probably involving elements
of the 20th Guards Army has boen reported, but no large

troop movement in the area can be confirmed. (USCOB

of low altitude photography of selected 20th Guards
Army -ingtallations in the Berlin area to ascertain if

these Soviet units have departed home stations.)

EO 12958 3.4!b) (1)>24y
TTSP‘S!NBRH;I: (S) .
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EO 12958 3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
()
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exerolses. Western diplomats and military attaches

. apparently are still oonfined to Warsaw.
EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs

(s) 5.

—

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 6,
(s)

E0 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25vzs7+ There are no
(S significant movements within or outside the Carpathian

Military District. [ﬁi

8. The Soviet press has not reacted as yet to the
reports of troop movemsnts which have appearad in the
Western press, nor hags it replayed Polish press attacks
on alleged “aﬁti-aoclaltct"olomontc in Czechoslovakia.
The Soviet press continues to give extensive coverage,
howov0£, to events in Czechoslovakia, with several

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(S)
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factual reports on the activities of official Soviet
delogations which arxe there for Liboration Day cele-
brations. These delegations, including a group of high-
ranking military figures, are apparently continuing
previously scheduled ceremonial activities.

9. In contrast to their racont open answers to
reporters' qﬁestions, Czochoslovak officials were un-
available for comment yaesterday on reports of Soviet
troop movements toward thoir borders. Their evasivaness
was aided by the closure of government offices for a
threa-day holiday on the occasion of tha liberation
anniversary. Unofficial Czechoslovak hewspapers con-
tinued to hammsr away at the fallure of the Soviet Union
fully to endorse Prague's "spring revolution,"” and at
inimical Polish attitudes.

._ 10, .Tha closest thing to an official Czechoslovak
comment came in a "mossage to the Soviet people” gent
from the celebrations in Prague. In subdued tones, the
message reasserted Czechoslovakia's commitment to changes,
as outliﬁod'provioully in the party's actlion program.

Its pledge of cooperation with the socialist countries’

fight "against imperialism” was weakly stated and made

contingent on "consistent realization of the principle

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs

(s)
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13. A Hungarian official, in contrast, again
voiced the regime's approval of Czechoslovak reforms
at a I “apest rally on 9 May, but at the same he in-
cluded a number of thinly veiled warnings about the
necessity for cooperation with the Soviet Union, CEMA
and the Warsaw Pact. Despite Soviet apprehensions
which were expressed to Marshal Tito last week, the
Yugoslav President sent usually long and effusive

messages of congratulations to Czechoslovak leadexs.

EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(S)
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Thursday, May 8, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT:

Attached for your approval and sigmature is a
brief, warm letter to Mayor Hans Hanason
of Gétedorg, Swedea,

The mayor wrote to you on April 19 eaclosing
and endorsing a pro-American article from

one of Sweden's leading newspapers and express-
ing his best wishss to you and your family.

The mayor occupies an importaat position in
Sweden. Your letter would show our imterest
in cordial relations with Sweden.

W. W. Rostow

If you approve, we will

need your sigmature on
the attached letter

Disapprove

Call me

ERF:mm



May 9, 1968

Dear Mayor Hamnssom

Thank you for the kind semtiments
axpressed in your aste of April 19,
XMre. Johases and I resall with
plsasnre our visit te your awi.
some city in 193 and particulnrly
appreciats your theughifulness,

Siscerely,

Tho Homorable
Hans Hanssoa
Mayor of Goteberg
Geteborg, Swudea

LBJ:ERF:mm



INFORMATION

—SECRET—

Thureday, May 9, 1968 - 6:25 p.m.
Mz. President:

Hereowith a Westmeordland request,
backed by the JCS and CINCPAC, supported
further by Katsenbach and Nitse, that: the
use of COFRAM be extended te all sparsely
peopulated areas in Seuth Vietaam.,

W. W. Reostow

WWRostew:rln )&



-SEGREF NOFORy

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON u& b

9 PAY B3

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

General Westmoreland now is authorized to employ air-and
artillery-delivered COFRAM munitions in South Vietnam in and
-near the demilitarized zone, the Central Highlands, and in Quang
Nam and Thua Thien Provinces; and in North Vietnam and Laos,
to include lines of communication in the extended battlefield.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Sharp and General Westmoreland
have recommended that the authority to employ these munitions

be extended to all sparsely populated areas in the Republic of
Vietnam. The existing safety rules applicable to South Vietnam

of strictly controlling all use of COFRAM; limiting artillery impacts
to observed fires and to counterfires against mortar, recoilless
rifle, and rocket attacks; but in any case only in areas known to

be sparsely populated will continue to be observed.

The enemy repeatedly has employed mortars, artillery,
and rockets against US and friendly forces and key installations
from positions located in sparsely populated areas throughout South
Vietnam. Enemy targets suitable for exploitation by COFRAM
are known to exist in sparsely populated areas other than those
currently authorized. Listed below and on the attached map are
several examples:

1. The Do Xa base area within I Corps Tactical Zone.

2. Military Regions 6 and 10 and enemy base areas
astride the boundary of II and III Corps. .

3. The "Iron Triangle' and war zones C and D in IIT
Corps Tactical Zone.

4. The Plain of Reeds and the Seven Mc;unta.ins areas in
.IV Corps Tactical Zone. '

Secretary Katzenbach and I recommend vour approval.

DECLASSIFIED. -DOD DIR 5200.10

’ DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR c%
INTERVALS: XOT AUTOMATICALLY ,... 9. {g

Attachment
- “SEG‘RE\IJOFORN Sec Def Cont Nr. x- 2 84 3
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INFORMATION

GONFIDENTIAL
Thureday, May 9, 1968 - 6:20 pm
Mr. President:

This coel British appralsal of
the latest NLTF pelitical program.

It reflechy:

-« the same sbjective;
e~ gcaled doewn In the light of
thelr setback since Tet.

W. W, Restew

~CONFIDENTIAL"

WWRestow:rla









Thursday, May 9, 1968 -- ' PM

Mr. President:

Attached, for your approval,
is a warm birthday message to Presi-
dent Ayub of Pakistan. He will be 61
on May l4.

W. W. Rostow
Approve
Disapprove

Call me

EKHYTWHEM/vinr

49



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT AYUB OF PAKISTAN

Dear Mr. President:

Lady Bird and I send warmest personal regards to you on
your birthday. Your recovery from your recent illness is ample
reason for celebration, not only in Pakistan but wherever men
honor courage and statesmanship. We join your millions of friends
around the world in wishing you many happy returas.

You will always have a special place in American hearts,
Mr. President. May our paths soon cross again.

Sincersly,

State/EKH /vmr



INFORMATION

TOPSECKET TIONE

Thureday, May 9, 1968
6:00 p. m,

My. President:

ClA's 5:00 p.m. assessment is
zelatively reassuriag en Csecheslevakia.

They read Seviet meves as pressure
== 20t a declislien to move.

W. W. Restow

WWRestow:ria

. }
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9 May 1968

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directlorate of Intelligonce
9 May 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

‘Thd Situation in Czochoslovakia
(AS © s M.

1. The movement of Soviot troops toward Czechoe

slovakia is unconfirmod. Novertheloss, we bolieve Moscow

may make somo show of force designed to intimidate
anti-Soviet eloments in Prague. Rumors and unconfirmed
reports of troop movements in Poland .continued to be
receivod and some have alrendy bacome public and pre-
sumably have reached Prague., Noithar Praguo nor Moscow
however, has directly commontod on the current gsltuation,

B=xi0-)
' 2, As.of 1545 bowrs,

:I'no signifioant deployments of Soviet ground forces

in' East Europe or within tho wostern .USSR.
EX1D )

We would expoct to see all of theso

things 1t tho.80v19ﬁ5~soridusly intondod to intervene.

~10P SECRRET
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3. .Some probably circumgtauntial information hasg

N

Jhocome availablae,

SX1D

gsxiD )
. N N .
GEX1D 4. 1In Czechoslovakia, thero'is no evidence of *
any unusual military activity. | J
gsxip )

)

!

Thore is no indication that any Czechoslovak

units have been placed on an alert status.
5. Rostrictions on the travoel of journalists and
diplomats in Warsaw have fod rumors that Soviot troops

are pagsing through Poland townrd Czéohoslovaki.n.

'mr§s_c§r

Approved For Release 2004/03/12 : NLJ-i41-022-1-16-§
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leaving’ Warsaw during the afternoon of 9 May. At the
same fime, tho Polish press has continued to express
its !"anxiety and concexn' over the work of Czechoslovak
"reactionary antisocialist forces supported Zrom the

outside," aimed at "dividing Czechoslovakia from the

‘brotherly socialist countrioes,"

These

ayroe arocas whore Soviet troops are stationed or where
they mipght pass through Poland i1f they were heading
West..

7. The Soviets probably hope that they can make
their point in Praguce by tho moro show of readiness to
intervene. Tho Soviets are not likely to make moxe
than a display of force without a call for help from
somo segment of the Czechoslovakian Communist party.
Ovortly at least, tliey have done little to set the stago
for an 'actuai-.intorvontion, such as an announcement of
nmaneuvers undox the Warsaw Pact. There has been a

loosoning up of Soviet press. and radio coverage on

T00 BRESRET
3=
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Czechoslovakia, but so far this gives no good guidance
on their intentions. They have today greatly increased
their broadcast hours in Czedﬁ%viSQaktsﬁ; but the
content of tho broadcasts has not bhoan exceptional thus
Lar. 4

8., A Czochoslovak brocdcast on 9 May indicates
that informed circles in Prague are fesling pressure.
The commontator ploaded with “forelgn listeners" to
allow-Czechoslévnkia {0 build its new soclety, and
added that "the future depoends on how freely we make
our .docisions at home, how tolerant our allies will he....
But for God's srke let us not havoe oven an implication
of a repetition of the iraglc history of the reckoning
of Yugoslavia or porlhaps ce¢ven that of Budapest of 1956....
Vo would like to commenmorate our S0th anniversary (as
a ropublic)...not as a safo pawn or dominated by a
foreign secret police,...For {his reason I want vexy
much my words to travel beyond the frontiers of our
country.". Thé[tenor of this hroadcast, which was
‘beamed about 3:00 P.M, EDT suggests that up to then

po Soviet troops had orossed the border.

-4:—

.‘Ei

.27 Approved For Release 2004/03/12 : NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 "



Thursday, May 9, 1968

Mr, President:
Attached, for your approval, is a
propesed farewell message to Prime

Minister Ramgeslam of Mauritius. He
leaves tomerrow afterncoa from Dulles.

W. W. Rostow

Appreve

Call me

Attached: File 1480

WWR:EKH:RM:lw

IAGN
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Propesed Message to Prime Miaister
Ramgoelam of Mawritius

Dear My. Prime Minister:
I very much enjoyed our talk yestsrday afternoen.
It was good to bave your theughtful views on the challenges
facing your new nation and the world. Mauritius can
depead on America's firm {rieadship as she strives to
build a prosperous and stable indepeadence.
My best wishes for a safe and pleasant jourasy homs.
With warm perseaal regards.

Sincerely,

Lynden B. Johnson

\'h

he



INFORMATION

Thursday, May 9, 1968
4:13 p.m,

Mr. President:

Herewith a lucid, manly TV
talk by Thiewu.

W. W. Rostow

Salgen 26853, 2 sections

WWRostow:rla
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INFORMA TION

Thursday, May 9, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your 5:00 p. m. meeting with Prime Minister Thanom

By all indications the Thai visit is going extraordinarily well. You covered
yesterday all of the ground that we hoped to cover with Thanom. 1 think the
5:00 p. m. meeting today can be brief. The only item of formal business
left is the approval of the joint communique. The final version, approved
by both sides, is attached. The only Thai change was to add a final para-
graph of appreciation for their warm reception.

In addition to formal approval of the communique, you might do the follow-
ing three things at the 5:00 p. m. meeting:

l. -- briefly express your pleasure at:

-= the reaffirmation of the Thai intent to send a division
to Vietnam.

-- the encouraging Thai response to our Bglance of Pay-
ments problems.

-- continued Thai leadership in developing effective regional
institutions in Thailand,

2, -- say that we are working on the Opening Statement for our dele-
gation in Paris and will provide the Prime Minister with a copy as soon
as the drafting processes are completed.

-- you might make special mention that we are taking the position
that whatever arrangements are made for peace in Asia should be
monitored by Asian states themselves. You could say thatthis position
stems directly from a speech made by Foreign Minister Thanat in which
he pointed out the undesirability of leaving the security of Asia to non-
Asian powers with only a secondary interest in the matter. We were
impressed by that speech. We agree with it., We hope the Thai will
take the lead in approaching Indonesia and Japan about the necessity
for Asian states playing the fole of monitoring in the future. You might
ask the Thais which Asian states they think would be best fitted for a
monitoring role. :



3. <« congratulate Foreign Minister Thanat on receiving from
the King yesterday one of the highest awards a Thal can receive.
(Today is Thanat's birthday, so you might just refer to the award
as a very nice birthday present.)

WV. W. Rostow

Atts

MWright:wpt






defeating the imsurgency as a Thal responsibility to be carried out by its
own forces. The President made clear the intentlion of the United States
to continue its assistance to Thailand to help provide the Royal Thal
Government with the means of meeting illegal Communist activities.
He stressed American support in the fleld of accelerated rural develop-
ment, especially with regard to roads and water resources,
The President re-emphasized the determination of the United States to
stand by its treaty commitments to Thalland and its other allies in Asla,
He recalled with pleasure the three visits he has made to Thajidand. He
noted the pledge that he had given at the time of his visit to Bangkok in 1966
that the commitment of the United States was not of a particular political
party or administration, but of the pecople of the United States, and that
“"America keeps its commitments. "

Vietaam
The President and the Prime Minister revisewed in detail the situstion in
South Vietnam. They reaffirmed their determination to assist the Republic
of Vietnam in defending itself against aggression in order to assure its
people the right to determine their own future free from externsl inter-
ference and terrorism. They ulio stressed the impertance of this
defense to the security of other nations in the region.
The President and the Prime Minister reviewed the military situation
including the recent Initiatives of the Governmaent of South Vietnam and

actions by the United States and its allies to increase their forces there.



S

The Prime Minister noted that additional Thai forces, the first increments
of a Thai division, will deploy to South Vietnam shortly to join Thal troops
already fighting with South Vietnamese, American, and other allied units.
The President paid tribute to the contribution Thailand is making to our
common defense interests by making base facilities available for use by
the United States. He also praised the hospitality extended American
servicemen by the Thai peoples.

The President and the Prime Minister agreed that the attainment of a just
and durable peace required both a stroag military posture and the pursuit
of a diplomatic solution. They agreed to continue their ef{forts on both
these fronts until such a peace is secured.

The President reviewed in detail the developments that had followed his
initiative of March 31 to halt bombing in the major part of North Vietnam
and to invite talks. The President and the Prime Minister expressed satis-
faction that Paris had now been agreed as the site for talks, and the Presi-
dent reviewed the position that American representatives would take in the
opening stages of these talks. The President reaffirmed that at each stage
the US Government would continue its full consultations with the Royal Thai
Government and its other allies concerning negotliating pesitions and develop-
ments. The President and the Prime Minister also reaffirmed the position
stated in the Seven-Nation Foreign Ministers Meeting of April 1967 -- that
a seftlement in Vietaam, to be enduring, must respect the wishes and

aspirations of the Vietnamese psopls; that the Republic of Vietnam should



- 4.
be a full participant in any negotiations designed to bring about a settlement of
the conflict; and that the allied nations which have helped to defend the Re-
public of Vietnam should participate in any settlement of the conflict.
Expressing the hope that the Paris conversations would roinlt in serious
discussions on the substance of peace in Vietnam, tﬁo President and the
Prime Minister reaffirmed that the Manila Communique of 1966 would form
the basis of the allied position. The two leaders emphasized their deter-
ml.nttlon that the SM Vietnamese people shall not be conquered by aggression
and shall enjoy their inherent right to decide thelr own way of life and form of
government. The President and the Prims Minister also noted the impor-
tance of ensuring full compliance with the provisions of the 1962 Geneva
Accords on Laos.

In discussing the situation which would follow a cessation of hostilities in
Vietnam, the President and the Prime Minister agreed that close and
continuous consultation on economic and security questions would be required

to assure a smooth transition from war to peace.

Regional Cooperation
The President and the Prime Minister further reviewed the favorable trends

in regional cooperation in Southeast Asia and Thailand's leading role in -
furthering these developments., Particular note was taken of the accomplish-
ments in the United Nat ions Economic Commission For Asia and the Far
East (ECAFE) and the Mekong Committee, to whose studies and projects

they attach considerable importance, and of the evolution of several new



Southeast Asian organisations which raise hope for a new era of constructive
common endsavor forea lasting peace and sustained progress of the area.
Referring to his speech at Johns Hopkins in April 1965, the President

cited our support for Southeast A ian regional development as clear
evidence of the United States continuing concern for and commitment to the
nations of this regioa.

In particulay, the Prims Minister reported to the President discussions
held in New York with a US team headed by Mr. Eugene R. Black concornlng'
the favorable outlook for the Pa Mong dam on the mainstream of the Mekong
River. Tha President and the Prime Minister agreed on the importance

of this project and the desirability of accelerating present projact

feasibility studies under the Mekong Committee.

In conclusion, Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn expressed his grateful
appreciation for the gracious hospitality extended to him and Thanpuying
Chongkol as well as the mambers of their party by the President of the
United States and for the warm and friendly welcome accorded tham by the

Government and the people of the United States.

May 9, 1968
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Thursday, May 9, 1968
-SECRET—~ 345 p. m. |

MR, PRESIDENT:

W. W. Ro.tow
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INFORMATION
“CONFIDENRTEAL
Thursday, May 9, 1968
2:25 p.m.

Mr. President:

Another high level VC military
defector; hls story; hls attitude.

W. W, Rastow

WWRostow:rin

1.5(c}

3.4()(1)
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l. THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE SECOND PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE

i,

-p—

WOULD LAST FOR A PERIOD OF SEVEN TO TEN DAYS BEGINNING_ON_4_

MAY. HE. SAID THE VIET CONG (VC) HAD CONSIDERED THE PRESENT
,.A—
TIME AS THE MOST APPROPRIATE TIME TO LAUNCH THE OFFENSIVE .

BECAUSE OF THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM
(GVN) AND THE PROBLEMS OF THE GVN'S ALLIES. HE SAID THAT
THE SECOND PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE WAS ALSO MEANT TO

ENHANCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITION AT THE FORTHCOMING PEACE

TATKS. (FIELD COMMENT: WHILE THE SOURCE DID NOT SAY SO DIRECTLY

Prema—,_

HE.iﬁPLIED THAT THE ALLIES PROBLEM WAS THAT THE U.S. PEOPLE
ARZ NO LONGER SUPPORTING THE U.S. EFFORT IN SOUTH VIETNAM).
2. THE SOURCE SAID THAT PF OSLEMS INVOLVED IN MAXING A
e—
SUCCESS OF THE OFFENSIVE WERE VERY GREAT.- AMONG -THE DIFFICULTIES

THE SOURCE LISTED:

II$C‘5 |
3.4(6)01)

]
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A. THE SHEER DIFFICULTY OF ORGANIZING THE TROOPS TO

wepim gy

CARRY OUT THE ATTACKS. HE SAID THAT THEY JUST DID NOT HAVE

ENOUGH TROOPS TO TAKE AN OBJECTIVE, AND THEN TO EXPLOIT THEIR
INITIAL SUCCESS,. AND |

B. SUPPLYING FOOD AND AMMUNITION WAS THE OTHER SERIOUS

W=y,

ALSO IN HAVING ENOUGH PEOPLE TO TRANSPORT THE SUPPLIES TO

S ———

WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED.

3. THE SOURCE ESTIMATED THE STRENGTH OF HIS REGIMENT,

rHe Y vorTH viEThAnESE ARMY () REGIMEMT U

WAS ABOUT 1588 MEN. (FIELD COMMENT: THE SOURCE FIRST ESTIMATED

THAT EACH OF THE REGIMENT'S THREE BATTALIONS HAD A STRENGTH
OF 250 -TO 308 MEN. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE REST OF THE REGIMENT'S
MANPOWER WAS IN SAPPER' AND- RECONNAISSANCE UNITS).

4. THE SOURCE SAID THAT- THE -WAS TO HAVE BEGUN
OPERATIONS WHEN THE SECOND PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE OPENED ON

4 MAY, BUT THAT BECAUSE OF ALLIED OPERATIONS THE AD
NOT BEEN ABLE TOABEGIN OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS. THE SOURCE

SUR——

STATED THAT THE _BATTALIONS OF THE -VERE'TO’

ATTACK THE REGIONAL FORCES/POPULAR FORCES TRAINING CENTER AT

1,5€)
3.4($)(1)
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'LAL THIEU, VIC XT ‘866060 AND THE' TRAINING CENTER/REAR BASE OF
THE 5TH ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM CARVN) DIVISION'S
7th, 8TH, AN 9TH REGINENTS. WE SAID THAT THE [fsattaLion
WOULD GENERALLY BE IN ' RESERVE, sJT THAT IT WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE
FOR OPERATING IN THE AN SON REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT AREA.
| THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE TOWNS OF LAI THIEU AND BUNG VIC
X1 852120 coud ALso BE TarcETS of THE [ BETvEEN Now A
THE - ISTH OF MAY. .

§. THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE MEN OF HIS REGIMENT
WANTED PEACE, BUT THAT THEY STILL PERFORMED THEIR

- “ASSIGNED MISSIONS IN A DECISIVE AND ENTHUSIASTIC FASHION.
- THE SOURCE SAID THAT GVN PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS EFFECTED HIS

cmo— -

TROOPS VERY LITTLE B;CAUSE THEY ARE WELL EDUCATED IDEOLOGICALLY.
HE 'SAID THAT LEAFLETS‘UkICH OFFERED A BONUS'FOR.CERTAIN ACTIONS
OR ‘WHICH APPEALED TO FAﬁiLY ATTACHMENTS HAD VERY.LITTLE EFFECT,

| A 15Ce)

3.4(0G)
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BECAUSE WHEN A MAN HAS AN IDEOLOGY TO FIGHT FOR AND WHEN HE
HAS ESCAPED HIS FAMILY TIES HE WILL CONTINUE TO FIGHT UNTIL
HIS OBJECTIVE IS OBTAINED.

7. IN COMPARING THE GVN AND THE VC FORCES THE SOURCE SAID
THAT THE VC FORCES MAKE UP FOR THE GVN'S SUPERIOR FIREPOWER
WITH THEIR ENTHUSIAMS. HE SAID THAT WHILE THE GVN MAY CONTROL

Ll BT S,

THE CITIES THE VC CONTROL THE COUNTRYSIDE. HE ATTACHED GREAT

S S o g o

IMPORTANCE TO THIS, SAYING THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE HCVED INTO

et @O e
S S P T o e | e @ e s s T e .-

THE CITIES FROM THE COUNTRY AND THAT MANY PEOPLE NOW IN THE

- op + BRI Amms tap - s
_.......'-...- -

CITIES MAY BE MORE INCLINED TO THE VC THAN THE GVN BECAUSE

- . T T C g - v e 40O T T

. . gamay

OF FANILY TIES. THE SOURCE ALSO OBSERVED THAT PEOPLE ARE

SYMPATHETIC TOWARD THE VC BECAUSE THE VC ARE THE FORMER FIGHTERS

AGAINST THE FRENCH. THE PRESENT GVN STRUCTURE IS VIEWED AS-
THE LEFTOVER OFFICIALS WHO FOUGHT FOR THE FRENCH.

8. THE SOURCE SAID THAT HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE ABOUT U.S.
PERSONS
OR WHERE THEY WERE DETAINED. HE STATED nm-

ANY U.S. TROOPS.

9. FIELD DISSEMj3  STATE USMACV TTH AF CINCPAC ARPAC PACFLT PACAF.

— P o

s.4Ch)l):
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Thurs., May 9, 1968
1:30 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT;

I chatted with both Geeffrey Drummend
(Roecee was not availabis)and David Lawreace
on troop mevements. They got the peint
about Averell and Warsaw.

W. W. Restow

\»



INFORMATION

“TOP-SECRET
Thursday, May 9, 1968 -- 12:10 p.m.
Mr. Presidemt:

Horewith an advance copy of Gea. Jehasea's
recommendation te the Sec. of Defense.

In this recommendation Gen. Johusea:

-~ Supperts CINCPAC's juigment that MIG's
lauached frem or staging threugh Bal Thueag
comstitute a threat te our {ighter bambers, our
B-52's; regards as "reaseasbls” CINCPAC's
requast 'te expead air-te-alr erdnance and teo
denduct immediate armed pursuit of sasmy alrcraft
betwoen 19° and 20% nerth and to empley surface-te-
alr missiles against enemy aircraft south of 20°
nerth latitude. ™

-~ Recommeads “that lmmnediately fellowing
the initial meeting in Parls, CINCPAC be autherised
te attack hestlle aircraft between 19° and 20® asrth
latitude, te empleoy surface-te-air misslles up te
20° aerth latitude and te attack the Bal Thuweag
Airfisld In perieds of goed weather at such frequency
as vecennaissance indicates is necessary te preciade
its use by MIGs. "

W. W. Restow

WWRestow:rln

€






Therefore, I recommend that immediately following the
initial meeting in Paris, CINCPAC be authorized to attack
hostile aircraft between 19° and 20° north latitude, to
employ surface-to-air missiles up to 20° north latitude and

O attack the Bai Thuong Airfield in periods of good weatheér
at such frequency as reconnaissance indicates is necessary
to_ preclude._its use by MIGs.

HAROLD K. JOHNSON .
General, U.S.A.
Acting Chairman

Joint Chiefs of Staff

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT Copy 2 of 7 Copies

IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED -
EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE . 2

ISSUING OFFICE. Page

of 2 Pages
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Thursday, May 9, 1968 -

SECRETYT 1145 a. m,
MR, PRESIDENT :

You should know the fellowing.

Dick Helms tells me that at noen they will be getting out a
CIA paper which indicates that there are movements of Sovist
troope in Poland ia the direction of the Csech berder.

Diplomatic officers in Poland are being kept off the kighways.

I shall keep you informed.

W. W, Rostow



e St

Thursday, May 9, 1968
=3ECRET—" 11:20 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Westmoreland proposes (and Buaker supperts) an arrangemenat
whereby Westy weuld send te Paris every two weeks or so a carefully
selected officer who is living with the Vietaam situatien. The purpoee:
to assure that the delegation’s view of the situatioa in Vietaam is not
colored by press reports, etc. Westy would rotate these officers
svery two weeks or so to make sure that the one ia Paris was always
curreat.

Sscretary Rusk is iaclined to think this is a geed idea. We are checking
with Clifford and Wheeler in Brussels.

—SECGREP attachment W. W. Rostow
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FOR RUSK AND.CLIFFORD: FROM BUNKER

I« T MAVE JUST HEARD THAT BILL SULLIVAN IS GOING TO PARIS, WHICH
I VERY MICH WELCOME, I AN VERY BOTHERED, HOWEVER, THAT %0 HIGH

LEVEL MILITARY. QFFICIER FROM AERE THOROUGHLY CONVERSANT WITH 3
FND UP TO DATE ON THE WHOLE MILITARY QITUATION Hgﬁ_&EEH_ADDED -

TO_IME STAFF_T0 P_AVERELL AND.CY. INTFRPRET WHAT JS GOING "
QN_HERE. MILITARY HEPORIS FROM HERE TO PARIS AS INIERPRETED BY -
. THOSE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE WHOLE SITUATION, PLUS PRESS ACCOUNTS
. CAN-RE -CONFUSING AND MISLEADING, AND LEAD TO UNJUSTIFIED DISw

. . COURMGEMENT, THE PICUTRE AS ‘VIEWED FROM HERE IS SOMETIMES
DIFFERENT FROM THAT VIEWED IN VWASHINGTON AND PARIS, AND

ELENENTS FO STRENGTH' IN OUR SITUATION ARE OFTEN, OBSCURFD BY THE
DARILY HNEWS,

et A2l .-,M

PO

- te .
[EPRVIRS . PP GPRPL W L
.

R
R RSN T Y e

< - 24 I RAVE DISCUSSED THIS WITR GENERAL MFQTMOREEAND WHO PRBQROSES
' AR

‘THE szngiug, RRANGEMENT. HE WOULD SEND VFRY TVO
: vsa OR SO SELECTED OFF]

R
! SITUATION,*WHO TUOULY HAVE | KNONLEDGF TN DE#??“KND ,
; af”rﬁtLY ABREAST OF ITHE CURRENT SITUATION, 'OFFICER WOULD BE R
RELIEVED. ON STATION BY..THE. SUCREEDING. OFF I CEN: WERTHORELAND" VOULD L
. 'VISUALIZE SOME FOUR TO SIX HIGHLY QUALTFTED OFFICERS FOR THESE
Assxsnnznrs WHO WOULD: BE" TAKER FROM THEIR NORMAL.DUTIES. -

.§ BUNKER
i BT

"" PR N

-
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Thursday, May 9, 1968  $7
—-SEGRET— 10:50 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

SUBJECT: North Vietmamese Use of Bal Thueng Alrfield

We have gome back over the material received in the Situation Reom
over the past few days to see if there is any evideace the North Vietnamese
are using Bal Thuoag Airfleld. Using omnly intsrceptsd North Vietnamese
communicatieas, I find strong evideacs that they are not oaly flyiag iato
the airfield, but are using it as a staging base to engage U. 8, aircraft
on their missions over southern North Vietnam,

The Bai Thwoag Airfield is located approximately 18 miles northwest of
Thanh Hoa about 5 miles south of the 20th parallel.

I have attached the NSA reports which can be summarised as follows:

On May 5 and May 7, Bali Thuong was one of the recipieats of reperts
on U.S, aircraft carrier pesitions and taks-off times of Navy alrcraft,

On May 7, two MIG-21's were notsd taking off from Bal Thuomng in
reactioa to U. 8. aircraft. They remained under coatral of the airfield aand
were ordered to attack by the airfield comtroller, Aftsr an engagement in
which one U, 8. aircraft was shot down, the MIG's returnsd to Bal Thuong,
evidently refusled, and then flsw to Phuc Yen.

On May 8, three MIG-21's and twe MIG-17's were reflected in round trip
flights from the Hanol area to Bai Thuoag.

On May 9, Hanol informed both Bai Thuong and Viah of possible U. 8,
air activity in the Viah area. At 6:30 a. m. EDT this merning, two U. S8,
aircraft engaged three MIG's in the Viah area and reperted pessibly
hitting one.

W. W. Rostow

—SEGRET/SAVEtattachments
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ik IN ROUND. TRIP FLIGHTS FROM PHUC YEN AND HANOI

\ 31a LAM'TO -BAI THUONG ON @8 MAY.
XXCC -
~oN~nRWAY, BETWEEN A617 AND 0954, $HREE DRV HIc=21vSs
_ffROM PYIC YEN AND THO DRV MIG-17°S FROM HANOY GIA LAMY
#¥T9T REFLECTED BY DRV TACTICAL AIR AND AIR SURVEILLANCE
FACILITIES <IN ROUND"TRIP~FLIGHTS TO BAT THUONG "AIR=a
GRISLD A
BETWEEN 0618 AND @626, TWO VIET-PILOTED, 81 LAM-
_BASED MIG-17'S PERFORMED AN INTER-AIRFIELD FLIGHT FROM
YANOT 914 LaM TO BAI THUONG. SHORTLY AFTER THE M1G-17°S
HAD ARRIVED AT BAT THU2N2, TWO.BAI THUONG CONTROLLERS
WERE. NOTED A“ING PREPARATIONS FOR THREE MIG-21°'S TO
ARRIVE AT THEIR AIRFIELD, | |

REGINNING AT 9643, TWO MIG=21°S ‘FRGM PROBABLY PHUC
YEN WERE INITIALLY REFLECTED -ON A4 SOITHERLY
'HTADING TOWARD BAI THUONS, THE MIGS CONTINUED ON TO BAI
THUONG, WHERE BOTH AIRCRAFT LANDED BY 8732, SHORTLY
'AFTSR THE MIGS HAD LANDED, THE BAI THUONG TOWER COW-
TROLLER IMSTRUCTED THE WINGMAN “TELL (TMS FLIGHT LEADER)
IE CANNOT. TAXE OFF UNLESS HE TAXIS TO THE WEST END,”
PRORABLY INDICATING THE AIRCRAFT WERE TO TAKE OFF SHORT-
LY THEREAFTER AND POSSIBLY RETURN TO PHUC YEM,

LATER, BETWERN 3318 AND @833, TWO0 MIG-21°S FROM,
R084BLY PHUC YEN, ONE FLOYN BY ONE OF THE PILOTS HO HAD
FLOWN TO BAI THUONG IN THE LATE 8638 HOUR, WERE RELECT-
FD IN A SOUTHERLY .FLIGHT TOYARD BAI THUONG AIRFIELD. THE
MIGS CONTINUED TO 4 SOUTHERNMOST POINT OF 1935N-19523E,
IZNM SOUT H-SOUTHEST OF BAI THUONG, AT 0321 BEFORE RE-
VERSING COURST AND RETURNING TO PROBABLY PHUC YEN. THE
LaST RCFLECIED POSITION OF THESE MIGS WAS APPROXIMATELY
"15%M SOYTHEAST OF HANOI AT 2832.

AT 8936, THE S&ME TWO M18-17 PILOTS WHO FLEY TO BAI
THUONG DURING THE 2628 HOUR, YERE REFLECTED DEPARTING
BAl THUONG AND SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNING TO HANOI GIA LAM,
WHERE THE. aIRCRAFT LANDED BY 0954. JUST AS THE MIGS
“ERT LANDING AT GIA LAM, THE KEP. AIRFIELD CONTROLLER
IERIED THE FLIGHT LEADER, "ARE YOU GQING TO COME TO.KEP
4T ALL,” TO WHICH THE FLIGHT LEADER REPLIED "I AM NOT'
GOING THERE AT ALL,"

XXHH -
435
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RUFMMSAL/ SEVENTH AIR FORCE
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-5—+E—CcRE—F LIMDIS JPCCO NOFORN EXCEPT AUSTRALIA
NJOPREP JIFFY/CHG 77.5/0PREP-3/PINNACLE/285 (U)

A. REFERENCE
Ale MIG ENGCAGEMENTN

A2. B9 MAY &8

He ESTIMATED THREE HOSTILE ACFT DETECTED PROCEDDING SOUTH BELOW
19N@ WEmE INTERCEPTED VIC VINH. BY ENTERPRISE F4 TARCAP AT TIUE
n91030Z3. PCSITIVE VISUAL IDENT AS HOSTILE. THREE MISSILES
REPORTED FIRED BY CAP. ONE MISSILE SEEN TO DETONATE. HOSTILES
RETURNED NMRTH OF 19N@. RESULTS OF ENGAGEMENT UNDETERMINED AT
THIS TIME.

Hl. AMPLIFYING INFO TO FOLLOW IN PILOT DEBRIAF

GP=3
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MLLOY-UP_NU¥AFS TU0 AND FINAL SUMMARY TO 1SA=32°S § _
EPORT. 21 2117=5%, DTG: 87722 HAY 6%, NSA-25x3
HANTDOV! -9, AIRCRAFT BY DRV .MIG+21 NEAR VINH ON 87
MY A - o '
xCC
£BETHEEN A727 AND 9753 AN-G7'MAY;“DRYV TACTICAL-AIRY
A% AI% SURVTTLLANGT "FACILILIES-REFLECTED AN INGAGIWENTS
\UD SUBSSQUENT SHCOTROWN: QF:4 ey AIRCRAFT. NTAR VINK.BY
W OF TWO0 DRV ¥12-21°S,

AT 7772 T#0 VIST-PILOLED MIG<21%S THNK OFF FROM BAT™(
[USIANG AAND WWRT VSCTORTD SOUTH=SOUTHEAST TOWARD MOSTILE
AIRCRAFT. AT 0713, THT MIIG PILOTS SEVERSED COURSE AND .
YEPORTED SIAMTING THT POSTILFS. AL THIS TTYE, FTHE ‘ATTACH ﬁ
DIR WAS CIVEN OY THE, 3AT THUONS AIRS 15L=GONTROLLERS ;
SMILT AN UNIDFNTIFISD CONTROLLER ORDTIRED, ZPAY ATTEMLION :
AND START THF MISSION,™ HOWEVER, BEFORS THE 4I13S COULD -
ALTACY, TMT PILOTS APPAREMTLY LOST SITHL OF THE HOSTILES. :
ATTER NRSILING IN THE.AREA, LHT FLIGHT LTADZR .INFORMED = .
NIS WING %AN THAT WE WAD NOT FIRED ANY MISSILES, THE INe
[FRCTPTARS THTY COMMSNCED A HOLDING PATTERN UNTIL 97283, "
WHTN THEY WRRTVECTSRTD TOYWARD FOUR HOSTILES, 21,781 T0 =
TH FRONT, AT N731 INE MIG PILOT RTPORTSD VISULA CON- -
TACT WITH FOUR F2°G; UONEVUFR SHORTLY ATTIRWARD, HR RE- - ,
MRTED LOSINE SIGHT OF THEM, AIR SURVETILLANCE TRACKING
PRVEALS THAT LWE MIAS WERE AL TWEIR SOUTHERNMAST POTHT
(19328=105 11%) AT THIS LIWE, THREE MINUTES LATERN THE
pInemaN, VMILE FLYING ON A MEADING, OF 363 DEGRIES, ASAIN
STOMNATT SIAHT ING NNE HASTILE AIRCRAFT AMD SURSEAQUEHTLY
“IRAPTD 1T, N3V AIR SURVEILLANCE TIACKING INDICATES THE
TNRARZWENT OCCURTED AT #735: AT 182428-17532E AT 9736, THE
PILOT STATTO"ONE AITCRAFT 15 BUMING 3Lrnnv -

THT mI~S THEN ASSUMED A NORTHERLY H; DINC,. AND. GTWW\“G“AN& .
REPORTED.THAT HE HAD"%HOT ON“‘MIRC. FT&INIQ.*ELA. ﬁS'h
FI’INP ™vn NISSIL_EE: .. S !1 PHESERVATF@ﬁ wG?V
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"¥HILE CONTINUING TOWARD BAI THUOWG, THE
.18S_VERFT INFQRMED’OF. THO OTHER MIR=21°S FLYINA IN THME
AT TUDNG AREA,- BOTH-MIGS-SUIESTAUENTLY LAMDED AT Bale
THUONLRY 3753, VITH FUSL REMATNDERS OF 433 AND 332
LITES",

DI2INR LMIS SAME TIME FRAYE TVO VIET-PILOTED PHUS
VFN-2ASED “1G-21°S YERE ACTIVE IN DEFSNSIVS PATROL SOUTH-
VEST OF PHYC YSN, THE MIGS VERT CONTINYOUSLY ADVISED OF
THT YIRTILES® POSITION, SUT TNT INTFRCZPTORS SXHIBITED 4O
MSTILE INTENT, THE LAST REFLSCTION OF THESE AIRCRAFT
was AT 9743, EHEN LMEY VERE NOTED LINIMG UP ON'A PHUC YEN
RADIO SEACON,
~LATER 0N 97 #A¥, BETVEEN 0931 AND 094%,.THT SAMEX

«PILALSYACLIVE 1IN THE @873€ KUOUR ENFAGEMENT, VSRS RAFLECLey

¢ED IN AY INTTI-AIRFIELD FLIGML FRO® 2A1 THUOMG LD PH:IC
YZ¥.. AFTER TAKING OFF FRQM DAI TNUIONA AT 2933, THE %185

© ASS'MED A NOSTHEASTERLY HEADING LOVWARD PuUC YSN, AT 2941,
A PHIC YN CONTROLLER INFORMED THE FLISHT LEADER TNAT HIS
PISTANRE TO PHUC YEN WAS "431M. THT AIRCRAFT CONTINUED
TAMARD PUYC YEN, WHERE THEY LANDED AFTER 4948, -
COMMENTS: THE THO ¥IG-21 PILOTS INVOLVED IN THE ENGASE

. WENT DIUINR LHE 2720 HOUR AND, SUSSEMYSNTLY, THE INTER-
AI9FIFLD FLIAHT DURINR THE 9933 HOUR ARE THE SAYE %I4-21
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Thursday, May 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Loan to the Korean Reconstruction Bank

Attached is a Zwick~Gaud request for your approval to pro-
ceed with a $15 million loan to the Korean Reconstruction Bank,
the major source of development finance for Korean industry. The
Bank has helped spur the rapid growth of the manufacturing sector,
which increased output by 18% in 1966 and 22% in 1967,

The Korean Government will increase its own subscription
to the Bank by $23 million.

The proposed loan would be the last AID loan to Korea in
FY 1948 for a total of $30 million, as against $61 million last year.

Proceeds fram this loan are to be used exclusively to buy
machinery, equipment and services in the United States. Tresasury
agrees that the lean would have a minimum adverse sffect on the
U.S. balance of payments.

State also concurs in the loan.

I recommend that you approve the proposed loan.

W. W. Rostow

Attachments

Approve

Disapprove

Call me

cc: Mr, Jorden

AJ:mm
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20523

OFFICE OF
THE ADMINISTRATOR

APR 1 2 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: New Project Approval: Third Loan to the Korean Reconstruction
Bank

I recommend that you authorize me to proceed with a $15 million loan to
Korea for the Korean Reconstruction Bank (KRB). The KRB, a government
Bank, is the major source of development loans in Korea. This loan will
finance capital input for its private sector customers with its proceeds
used exclusively to buy machinery, equipment, and services in the

United States. Three million dollars will be earmarked for fishery
loans with, however, the explicit understanding that no vessels financed
under the loan will operate in the North Pacific.

This is the third A.I.D. loan to the KRB. A $5 million loan was
authorized in 1962 and a $12 million loan in 1966. The KRB has demon-
strated its ability to process subloans satisfactorily; we expect that
our earlier loans will be fully committed by the end of this month. KRB
has also been the recipient of a DM20 million ($5 million) German loan
which has been fully committed.

The Korean Government's policy is to provide through intermediate lending
institutions the funds needed to accelerate the development of private
medium and small enterprises, with emphasis on export oriented industries.
We endorse this policy.

This loan will be part of a full range of A.I.D. financing for Korea's
private industries. We recently authorized in collaboration with the
World Bank, and private U.S., Japanese and European banks, a $5 million
loan to the Korean Development Finance Corporation, a newly formed private
development banking institution. A.I.D. previously provided assistance
to the Medium Industry Bank for subloans to smaller firms. A,I.D.
development loans will continue to be available for large projects; at

the other end of the spectrum, program loans finance individual equipment
items, spare parts and machinery from the U. S.

We estimate that for the next three years Korean small and medium ccncerns
will require $75 million annually in imported capital goods. A.I.D. funds
can only fill a portion of this need, but Japanese and German loans are
also helping.






ATTACHMENT

Review of Korean actions under Section 620(s) of the
Foreign Assistance Act, as amended (the Symington
Amendment )

State and A.I.D. have reviewed Korean actions under the
Symington Amendment and bhave concluded that Korea is not
diverting U.S. development assistance or P.L. 480 sales to
military purposes. They also determined that Korea is not
diverting its own resources to unnecessary military expendi-
tures to a degree which materially interferes with its develop-
ment. The Country Team concurs. The following points were
among those taken into account in reaching this conclusion:

l. It is United States policy to assist South Korea
in developing the capability to defend itself from Commu-~
nist attack from the north and to counter Commnist attempts
at internal subversion. We also support South Korean contri-
butions to regional mutual security efforts in Southeast
Asia. At present South Korea has 48,000 troops participating
in the allied war effort in South Vietnam. Substantial
military expenditures are necessary to support these objectives,
and we are contributing to the Korean defense budget to help
them finance these costs.

2. Korean defense budget expenditures as a percent of
GNP bave risen only slightly from 3.7% in 1965 to 3.9% in
1967. For the period 1966-1967 these expenditures were 3.95%
of GNP, the median for the region.

3. Korean defense budget expenditures as a percent of
central govermment expenditures have declined from 31.9% in
1964 to 23.3% in 1967. These expenditures as a percent of
central government expenditures were 23.55% for the period
1966;1967, only slightly above the median for the region of
21.7 L ]

4, U.S. military budget support derived from P.L. 480
and Supporting Assistance proceeds has been decreasing, and
at the same time the Koreans have been increasing their own
military expenditures. The self-financed portion of the
Korean defense budget has increased from 38.1% in 1965 to
49.4% in 1967. However, these expenditures have remained






SECRET/NODIS Thursday, May 9, 1968

Mr. Presideat:
Herewith a capsule of Bunker's 50th weekly report:

A. General

-- Agreement on Paris accepted without enthusiasm.

-= GVN feels it should be viewed as major participant in talks.

-= GVN reconciled to presence of NLF at talks on Hanoi's side.

-~ With withdrawal of NVN troops and with international guarantees,
GVN would accept ''one man, one vote. '

~- We must keep GVN fully and frankly informed.

B. Military

-- Widespread attacks aimed at bolstering enemy position in Paris.
-- Allies were prepared for attacks, which have been unimpressive.
-- We should contrast our peace efforts with VC attacks.

C. Government Actions

-- Thieu plans small war cabinet with Huong as Prime Minister.
-- Government to be broadened with important political figures.
-- Police Commander Loan to be shifted.

-- Decree signed setting up Ky's civil defense machinery.

D. Pacification

-- Few pacification losses during recent attacks.
-=- Komer outlines pacification priorities to Thieu.
-- More province and district chiefs to be replaced.

E. Mobilization

-- Present draft mobilization bill could hurt pacification.
-= U.S. urges mobilization cover all paramilitary forces.

F. Urban Recovery

-« Thieu's directive spurs better resettlement results.

G. Economic

-- Most food supplies still ample in Saigon despite attacks.
-- Rice trade remains abnormally low.

W.W.R.

SBEGRET/NODIS



















SEESRET /NODIS -6-

E. Economic

The economic picture has once again been dominated by Viet Cong activity. On
Monday, May 6, retail prices rose 21 percent above their April 8 level; some
tendency to buy and hoard staples such as rice was noted. Another sign of the un-
easiness produced by Viet Cong harassment of the city was a jump in the price of
gold. Supplies of most foodstuifs continue to be good. However, over the past
weekend there was a Viet Cong attack on a Route 4 civilian convoy and also, more
unusually, on barges moving through the delta. There is some current intervention
of meat and vegetables to Saigon, but rice stocks are ample.

A survey of economic conditions in the delta that commenced last week indicates .
that, at least prior to the weekend, the delta economy was returning to normal.
Shipments of goods in and out were building up, in some cases had reached or
surpassed pre-Tet levels. One continuing problem is transportation costs, which
continue to be as much as twice pre-Tet levels, despite the return to relative
normality. The increased costs are chiefly a risk of premium paid to owners and
drivers.

The rice trade has not returned to normal. Paddy prices continue to be low; white
paddy is selling for about VN $11 per kilo -- about 2 piasters less than a year ago
at this time. Economic officers and rice merchants agree that the volume of paddy
purchases continues low. Flows of rice into Saigon are also subnormal; available
data indicate that April rice deliveries were in the 22-25, 000 ton range.

SECRET./NODIS




—CURFIDENTIAL— INF ORMA TION

Thursday - May 9, 1968 dpﬂ/ W

In the attached messsge Ed Korry reports that Presideat Frel will
visit Brazil in September but bas decided not to corns here. Ed
does not say whether Frel bas the approval of his Senate te leave
the country.

Mr. President:

Frei seems to have sacrificed good manners for the political ad-
vaniage of cultivating good relations with the Brasilians s 2 make-
weight against the Argentines. The Chileaas have histerically had
an anxiety complex about Argesutine inteations.

W, W, Rostow

Attachment 55

Msssage from Ed Korry
of May 6. (Santiago's 3535)



—
-GONFIDENTIEL —
Raeport {rom Ambassador Ed Korry in Saatiago, m QHJBL

May 6, 1968

SUBJECT: President Frei To Visit Bracil

ll

The Government of Chile and the Brasilian Government announced
simultaneocusly on May 2 that President Frel would visit Brazil

in September, accepting President Costa y Silva's long-standing
invitation. Forelign Minister Valdes told the press that the two
Presidents would probably discuss nuclear policy, expansion

of bilateral trade within the framework of Latin Amserican
integration, and the results of the New Delhi UNCTAD meeting.

The Government's La Nacion hailed the visit as an expression

of Chile's policy of seeking the widest Latin American integration
without formation of restrictive bloecs, Other newspapers re-
ported the announcement without comment, except for communist
El 8iglo 's critical caption that "Frei is going to shake the hand
of Braeil's gorilla, "

Frel has overlooked his statement in February to me that he
could not consider visiting any other country while in office with-
out first visiting the United States. Apparently, political ex-
pediency has conquered all again. In February, Frel suggestsad
that he would combine a trip to the United States with one to
Braeil. However, more recently, in April, following President
Johnson's announcement that he would not stand for re-election
and racial disturbances after the assassination of Dr. King,

Frei told me he gould not contemplate a visit to the US. I
demurred, but interpreted his remarks to mean that he did not
wish to travel to the United States to say farewell to President
Johnson, but preferred to wait until after the inauguration of

his successor, While nothing more has been said about visiting
any other country, it is quite conceivable that under Valdes'
massaging, Frel could be prevailed upon to include the USSR
and soms Eastern European stops as part of any projected travel
to the United States in the futurs.

KORRY,
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Thursday, May 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Suggested Reply to Letter from President Park

At Tab A is a suggested reply to President Park's letter to
you of April 25 (Tab B) which expressed his appreciation for your
hospitality in Honolulu and his satisfaction with the meetings there.

The suggested reply expresses your pleasure that he could
join you in Honolulu and mentions your own satisfaction with the
occasion.

The Department of State does not believe that a reply is
required. While I agree that one is not required, I believe that in
view of the fact that his meeting with you also involved a journey
for him and in view of considerations of troops for Vietnam and our
overall relations, a reply might be a courteous and appropriate
gesture.

1 recommend that you sign the suggested reply.

W. W. Rostow

Attachments

cc: Mr, Jorden

AJ:mm



Dear My. President:
1 was delighted to receive your lstter of April 28.

It is always a pleasure to see you and I was gratified
that you were able to jeia me ia Honcluiu for dis-
cussion of soxne of our commen conceras.

1 fully share your satisfaction with cur meeting. 1
belisve that it demonstratad the continning strength
of the friendshipy between cur two countries and the
heightened resclve with which we are muteally coa-~
tronting the difficult problems which face us.

With kindest regards,

Siaserely,
His Excellsncy
Chamng Moo Park
President of the Rapublic of Korea
Secul

LBJ:State:AJ:mm May 9, 1968

43
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(Translation) April 25, 1968

Dear Mr. President:

I wish to express my sincere and heartfelt appreciation for your
warm hospitality extended to me during my recent visit to Honolulu.
I am very much grateful to you for your personal welcome at the airport
and your thoughtfulness in sending me one of your personal planes to
carry myself and my entourage as a gesture of your genuine friendship.
Also, I will treasure your wonderful gifts to me, together with the
pleasant memory of our meetings at Honolulu.

Above all, your gracious presence at the reception of the Korean
Consul~General and your most inspiring speech delivered on that occasion
have greatly encouraged not only myself but the entire Korean people.

I believe what you spoke there has also resounded through the whole of
Asia across the Pacific.

Our meetings have, I am confident, demonstrated anew the strong bonds
of solidarity and friendship existing between our two countries. It is
my confident hope that our personal contacts and exchange of constructive
views conduce greatly to bringing the peoples of our two countries ever
closer. ’

Please accept, your Excellency, my very best wishes for your
continued success and personal happiness.

With my kindest regards,
: Sincerely,

/s/ Park Chung Hee

His Excellency
Lyndon B. Johnson
‘President of
‘the United States of America
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May 9, 1968

Mrzr. President:

Herewith the memorandum on the Czechoslovakian situation
which Dick Helms had prepared. (Tab A)

CIA concludes that there are numerous rumors of Soviet
troop movements but as yet they have not been able to find firm
evidence. They further conchide that if movements are confirmed,
it would appear Moscow has decided some saber-rattling in order

to influence the Czechoslovaks to put a brake on their
democratization.

W. W. Rostow

P. S. At Tab B is a report from Heidelburg, Germany which
calls attention to:

A. Reports of the Soviet Twentieth Guards Army being
deployed to southern east Germany.

B.

|

EO 12958 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs
(S)
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3. on 9wy, |

/ \he.had beard ""last night" a roport of troop

movements on the Czechoslovak border.'\

rumors going around Warsaw that Soviet troops

are noving into Cgechoslovakia.J

lSovipt troops were moving in the area and that

these movomahts were connected with developmonts in Czecho-

;5...Ther9 are a variety of Soviet ground forces that
could be chlled upon if Moscow should come to the point
of miligary'interventicn in Czechoslovpkia. The forces
in the;Carpathian Military District are generally in a
high sfate of.roadinoss and congist of thirteen divisionsg.
Four of the five tank divisions there are considered combat

ready, and two of the eight motorized vifle divisions

-2—




in the -area. are congidered combat xeady., The closest
formation to Czechoslovakia is a motorized rifle division
at Uzhgorod on the Ukrainian-Czochoslovak border, The
Soviets have 10 tank and 10 motorized rifle divisions in
Rast Germany, two tank divisions in Poland, and two tank
and two motorized rifle divisions in Hungary, All of

these forces are considered to be combat ready,

6.
JR—

7: Czechoslovak party boss Dubcek told interviewers
at home on 6 May that he had calmed the "anxieties” of
Soviet leaders about the course of events in Czechoslovaki®,

It seoms clear that the Soviets, on the other hand, did




SECKET

not acceptrbubcek's asgsurances that he can control the pace
and scope of democratization. On 8 May Pravda quoted
Dubcek, thus informing Soviet readers of their leaders'

Yanxieties."

‘8., Commentaries on Czechoslovakia from Poland and

Hungary | /

//;ay be of significance. The

Poles have continued to attack the "alien, anti-socialist

trend in the political life” of Czechoslovakia. The main

party dally, Trybuna Ludu, said that this trend is "aimed
at'undermihing the guiding rola of the working class
{Communist) party, liquidating people's (Communist) power
and setting Czechoslovakia at variance with fraternal
socialist countries.” The Hungarian party-controlled
popular front paper, Magyar Nemzet, on the other hand,
said on 9 May it could see nothing wrong with Czechoslovakia's
new action program or its reforms.

] | 1¢

would appear that Moscow has decidaed to do some saber-

ratéing in order to influence the Czechoslovaks to put a

brake on ‘their democratization.
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