
INFORMATION 

--TeP SECRET Yl\lNE 

Friday. May 10, 1968 - 8:00pm 

Mr. Pre•ident: 

This game mue • it a.11 the more 
important that our dele1ation make the 
oral recommandatlon tomorrow. 

SA lTIZED 
E.O. 12.958, Sec. J.6 

W. W. Ro•tow 

-,JfOP S}.;CRET 1RL...;r.E 

NLJ If - 40~ 
ByeJ-v>\ , NARA, Date ). -Jk-o3 



INFOB.MA TION 

rrw.,. May 10. 1961 -- 7:50 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

Tlae wwer - pepwhtl-appear• to IMa tbl•: 

-- TIier• are ao "State Departmeat ceaa•• ftsan• f,w each prwlllce 
ef Nertll Yt.taam"; 

-- Tu PIIP JaU• llTlaa IMlow the ZOtll parallel l• Jl'MlhlJ eatlmatH 
at Ifft of the total: 

-- o.r nle• of -asem•at forbW attack• on tll• pop11Io•4 anaa 
ceatera la tbe area -- tile ceatar of Ylala, for ...,.pie; 

f ~ 
-- Tt.r.,.n, oa die ••l• of l'llle• of • .,..,....aw\ aa eatlmate 

of t1a ... la tbe papwbtl• c_..r• -- the •,-da •rafter• 1:■eck• the flpre •-to 10ft. 

I laaYe jat leuaed tbeN fact• UMl .... r Jule• wlaere tM 1"' came 
1nm. I •w clleck the area ftp.re• wltb CIA.,._ tlley come oat to 61,r. 
...... tM ...... las ........ 

W. W. JlNtMr 

1l'Wlt.oatow:rla 
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BALTIMORE NEWS-AMERICAN 
May 9, 1968 

I-Iatf ield Plans to John5on · 
By JOIIY P. WAI,1,ACH "This is a difference between sidering his support fDr the New election, ''I'd have given even 

Xt'\\'S Amerl<"an · ·the President's .figure and the ac• York governor's candidacy? j money on Rocky to \\in the nod 
1\'ashlni;ton Bureau tual ,figure of about one-and-a-half "In the past 30 days I've come before he announced he would not 

'

"ASHlNGTO'' . M 9 - .,.,_ million people," the statement to believe that Dick Nixon is elec- k th . ti b t ot ,. ••• ay .... e alleges t bl th 'f see e nonnna on, u n any 
11.'ading Republican "dove," Sen .. • . a e ov~. any~ne e. oppost ,on more." 
Mark Hatfield (R., Ore.), disen Put -~other way, ~bout twice can field, Hatfield said. __________ _ 
chanted with New York Gov. Nel- as many pco~le are being afi«;cied He joins the cb<>rus of party 
son Rockefeller's mild Vietnam by our ~~bmg as the President faithfuls, already including such 
J)Olition, is going to speak out on report~, it concludes. previous Rockefeller stalwarts as 
the war whether or not the Paris The Sir ~cel~t ol the Gr!'-Jld Maryland Gov. Spiro Agnew, wtio 
peace talks succeed. Old Party will be ~usting aga_mst are beginning to think they wouid 

Hatfield has prepared a state- wha! most. ~~M~ COllSlder rather be in 'the winner's circle 
ment to be made public the mo- ~ incre~..., JIM:n e endemyoth. at . the convcnt!on than go down 
ment' the talks appear to be fal. ey seeb eofwarth ~ .. a~ anfallin • the line with Rockefeller. . • . er mem ers e1r _,. .y g 

1 
tenng, . tnat ,: accuses. P~esldent into line behind the President in Or in the cryptic words of Sen. 
J'o~~ of 8:ain WJdenmg· the hopes of bringing about a quick J'avits, who is himsell up ~ar re­
crcdibd:ty gap. · settlement - · · ·--

In Johnson's ~larch 31 speech, · 
when he also announced he would THE SPECTRUi.\[ extends from 
not seek re-election, the President former Vice President Richard 
limited the bombing of North Viet- Nixon. calling for a 'moratorium 
Mm to targets just above the De- on Viet debate, to New York's 
militarized Zone and said that 10 senior senator, Jacob Javits, going 
percent of the population, only out of his way to wish the Presi- . 

. . those below, tr.a 20th · parallel, dent well in the negotiations. ~ 
would be subject to continued It also includes the man that ' 
bombing. · Hatfield expected to support as ~ 
' I 

"ACCORDIXG to the adminis- the candidate ol the liberal wing : 
tration's own figures," Hatfield's of the Republican party-Gov. • 
wh:te paper reads citing a State Rockefeller. . 
Department cen~ for each prov- "I under.s~d t~t ~ocky has 
ince of North Vietnam "the popu- told the President m P,nvate that 
lation living below th; 20th ,P8l'al· he supports him down "the line on 
lei is at least 15 percent and prob- Vietnam," Hatfield confided. 
ably '20° percent" of tile total . in DOES THIS MEA."l that the :Jun· 
the: north. ior senator from Oregon is recon-



SJ:Clli ""' 

MJl. P .RESIDENT: 

Friday, May 10, 1968 
T:50 p. m. 

Two laau■ aroH for ura-t dedaloa out of the formal ae■noa with 
the DRV ta Part■ today (Tab■ B &Del C), of which one ha• aome euduce: 

-- nrat -- non aub•taatlve •• we ban two Pre•ldeadal repreNatatlw■ 
aad, tlaarefol'f, all nfel'eace■ to oar aide mu■t be ta tha plval. 

-- S.c•d, tha DRV propoMd a■ a title for the talk■: "Formal 
ccaver■atloaa betweea the AepnNatad.,.• of the OoYenuneat of the DRY 
and JlepreHtdatiYe■ of tbe Goyerameat ot the Ullited State■• " Thle lavolwcl 
aot merely the qaeatlon of title bat the po■albl• lmpllcad• that the talk• 
woalll, tbnaaboat, be wholly bilateral &Dd that aay fublre role for Sal-
coald not be formal. · 

Hammaa•• propoNl for deal1D1 with thl■ (DELTO 14, aldeliDed la n4) 
l• to eatltle the talk•: 11Procedv• for the cOAvereadoaa between the DRY 
ud the USA IUltil otherwlee a1rHcl 11p011. " (Tab B). 

Sec. lluak'• pnpoeed oa&tolac (Tab A) la attached for you approYal. 
It pl"OpOH■ that.,. eater an oral ..... nrut. for the a VII, in .adJiriolt'. 

ApprOYed __ _ 

DlNpprovec1 ___ _ 

Call me ---
SECUT attacluneata 

w. Vf aoatew 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 11- 333 

By ~ , NARADate~-V-?B" 



INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE / 7 
...... . .... TON 

~ 
Friday, May 10, 1968 - 7:15 p. m. 

President: EO 12951 3A(bJC1J>25Yn 
(CJ 

Herewith latest on Czechs. It 
appears at this stage to be an attempt 
to cool the more advanced Czech 
liberals - - thus far and no farther. 
But, l would add, a pretty risky affair 
played with pretty explosive materials. 

"ANITlZED 
E.O. 12'>5Q, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ fAC 00- 1 
Byeb-M'. , NARA, Oat..: 13-Zl-o 

l»'.6ostow 

~OP SECRET 
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EO 12958 6.l(c)>25Yrs 

CJDITIAL IMTKLLI<lllfCI AtDCY 
Dt.reotoii•te ot lnt•l1111•no• 

--

10 IIDJ 1168 APPROVED FOR RELEASE 
DATE: OCT 2002 

llft'ILLJ:GDCB IIBIIORJ.NDUH 

.\ 

J!Lt 91tat1on l!!Sj•o~v~ld.& 
- · (Go! ls3v .I. fJ 

EO 12958 3 . 4(b)(l)>25!lr . 
(S) , , .. 

. ·=r :~; :.; ,.. .. 

1 .- Tb• ttr•t 1nk1tna •• to how llo•oow plan• to t••pond 

to Pl"J•• N,Oft• o~ lovl♦t troop doploJHnt• ha• ooa• trom 

• loV1•~ , ·1,1oaiat t." Latin Aaertoa. Tb• SOTA.ei, 

a• al■o prov14•d the ttret 

kl\OYD ~••poaut• . ot anr k1ad t1•ot1 • 8ovl•t aoUN• to tb.e•• 

repor~•• Wben qu,etloned yo■t•rd•7, th• aovs..t ottio•r 
produoed .lfh.at_ h• otaf.me'1 na a lto.9oow pr••• roi.aao tbat 

•ald that th• troop 11ovGa•nt• are paiet o:f • War••w Paot 

••rol••• IOVlet tr~op• woqtd not, h• aatd, •At•r 
Clleoho•lovakla, Mo •uoh proe• rol•••e ha• ret IMen repOl"ted 

from Mo•omr bUt Lt t• eatlroly poamlbl• tbat tb• ottun 1D 

Mont••tdeo ·b•• •1MP11 3wapod ttw sun. Tb• r•1•••• •• b• 

dMortlMcl tt l• ~r•tt7 11\lCh what th• otfio1•1 &ovut 

re■,c.ll•I oan·~ •,q,.o~d to hD. 

I. la a •01NW121t •lmtlar v•tn, tu C••c~o•lov~k-c•w• 
••i-,.ia• reported todar that th• govermaent ln Pra.su• b.1&~ 

be•A lntor■ed beto~ohand ot tb• Soviet troop movemeat• ana 
O.•orU,e.d· tl:l• aoti,.vltf •11 · nre1ut11.r aiaeu.Tera •• •b7 thO arll1•• 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ JR l,-c l>O---~::) 
By~ NARA.~ - 7-P;J.. 

~ 



E0 . 12958 6 . l(c)>25Yrs 

of tla•. hoaw Piot couGtrt•••" Thia eppaar• ~o M autlMr 

•ftoJtt bf tb• C.oboa1Gnk ro;la• to keap \eimlona h'OII 

rlalq. 

e,, 9!r•e v,, •• 
a. TM DU11bar two aan -.n the IQat GenaD par,,, 

8:rlcrh B~JMok)tr, Isa• ooatil'lltd that ~la• sovs.et •A4 Ba•t 

lm'o~•A hadeN ••tiq ln Mosoow oa 8 Mar deol.4ed ~•t 

.ftoa t11•1r n••poiDt tu altuation 111 .C&eaho91ovakl• bad 

~~•rlorate4 to •uoll AQ •xt.Bt that DOM~blq bad to h 

~n• to ·N•traln tn OleoboslOYak■• Th• ••t O.raan• 

at lHat lppell' hopetul tllat tile DU:boo~ l"• i~ 1t••lf 

•oea wlll Glasq, tbe l~.d CSowo. _,,_,. 

•• llolwonr 1Qf~rud • dllltrl•t pa~t, fua, ••or•t•r7 

todaJ tlaat tbe "1•n•r•1 •-,a1u.ttoa .. t pr•au.ublJ ••de at. 

tti. llffoow 0011f•••11e•, was th•' tu 0 ocrwattr-4'no1,stlozaar7 

.. nlopmeat" la O..a~ostovakl~ bad oontinutd after tbe 

Dr••"-D-... ,,aa .aad tut ''1t t• ae\M•••rr to p•I •ll •nd 

to 1t." llocMcluu.• ~dded tbat bopetul17 "a il'OUP" trill ■001\ 

••r .. nt~t •111 openly oppoa• th• couut•r-r•volutLoa1r1 

d~velopaMnt." Boa•oktr added tbat tbi• mu,t be "eaoouras•4,h 

•• ln • l•t•r ooAver■atlon w1tb auotiwr party 

hnottour-,. Kou.okor titat•d that "pi•obabl.J 1ft tbe n•n 

_,.,, da7a, t!OM ot tu CzooJJ oomrado• wl11 op1111,. 01.11 foi­

• •t~a,11• aaatn•t tb• CJOW1ter-rr1olut1011," lu what ny 
. . 

11a,• -.n aaottwr ntorenoe to tbia top1.a, llooeoJMi- •l•o 



EO 12958 6.l(c)>25Yrs 

and otb•~• w111 co•• ou~A1J a;aln1t lt. 

Dllbo•k, tben otur• \l111. '' 
. ; ; ► : : t ,- : 

• i • • 
: I 

·•· A I Mar ••••• ,. troa t~• Poll•b 1••4•r• to th•Lr 

Csaeaho,tovak oouui•rp~rt• aeemed de•l1n•d to laflu1noe tho 

PNau• . l .. d•r• t:o 0~1' the U.bei'ala , ~ C..ahOaloTald.a • 

Altbou,h ettu•1v• and oordlal ~~ t~• •urfac•, •-~Q ~•ad 

aplmt tfl• baokp~UGd Of th•,, May Polf.■h picoteat an(I of 

-or1t1qa1 ~U,.•h prGaa ·oomtaontarto• t11• .. ••••• ol••rly waa 

..... :1.odia1 Pi-11au. ot 1t11 bindt.na tl•• wlth '" wsa. PolaJ14·, 

and otlttlr CoMUl\l■ t ·•tat•" • Th• Wa.i-aaw rea&.M -.._.lu 

un.lliatakeably urvou11 abci1ut th• pot•~t1a1 etfeote ot 

Czeohoaloyak •vent• ou t h• int•rnal Pollab altuatlon aDd 

about tb• dau,e whloh a Cz•c~o•lovak-WG•t O•l'tn~ 

rapproo~1"nt would do• Poltmh loroi;n polloJ' lnter•ata . 

f~ 111 wh11t waa probably an •rtoi-t to s,lay down the 

( 
. EO 12958 

a.ttuat btl, • Pollah-Czeoho•lovak detesatlon, beaded bl' 3.4(bl (ll>Z 5Yrs 
. (S) 

proyt.ocJ.cl fl•<ll'•t•ry Oler•k and ••or•t•~iat Mia"l' l•dra. 

r•sp.otlnlJ, l••u•d a r••olution 1••t•rda7 ln h•1n, 

CINbo1lOftJrl•, wth.ab ·••otlooed the C..ob.o.lovak 



EO 12958 6 . l (c)>25Yrs 

"d-ratlcatloo prooe1111" whlle waralna that tliij l 
partl•• w111 •ot allow "Dnti-aootallat" el•aeni• to •Sl'lolt 

tb1■. prooe•s. Th• r•■otutlon 1• prob&b1y d••1~• to 

r••••ur• .PratrtM'• alltee thmt the Clsoab.o•lovak n~lu hu not 

loat and will not loa• oont~o1 at tho •ltuatloR. 

a. The re11olutlon could al.o repreNnt an att••Pt 

bT tbo Pole■ to •ttlwate thoir ••rll•r o~ltlol•IN 1'b11• 

at ttw HIie U.• l"e◄ttirml.ns tbat tbe7 •111 oppc>a• •n7 

tattber 1oom~~1nr of oont~ol by the C:S.abuelo•au, 

S,t!Jfr Jll•t•rn !U:£01>AAO Vi•ms 

. 9. lnforttation a•dla ln ao•t la•t European Co1mu'Gl6t 

•t•t•• ~vu not r•tlectect~.th• 01•ltt.oal •ttutloll ~tw••n 

Cs•ab~vald.G and t~• Sovl~t Union ner ha•• rumor• of 

tloTI.Gt troop IIOTIH141lt& tO\fGrda Cz~ho•l~akt.a beon lllk44 

publ&.9. Tuac,■1aYia, Jtwaaala and ~na•tr w•r• oftualn la 

their coaaratulottoa.a to c,,~ohoalonkla ta honor of lt• 

Kat1ona1 tm7 on~ Maly. Whll• Dul1ar1a• ■ oonar1tulatlon1 

nr• • •bade oool~ tb.aa ln 1~81, Bul10~1An atton4aao• at 

the CBeoho11lovak lfatiou1 Day roo~tion tn Bofl• was 

•ll1htly aor• pr•■tLcJoua than l••t 7oar••• 

10. Tito hAa applaudctd thl ~It of ennt■ la CHoho­

•lovakla troa ths beatnnlq aad n•lthor he nor Ceilu.e■ou 

•ould oollabor• t• ln wba t.ver 1Ha•ure• Uoaoow lliaht t"~ 

•1ala•t OMoho•lovakJ.a. Oa tb• oontrarv,tboy ••• •1.aao•t 

aorteta to •~•rt What$Vtr lat1uena• thay ha•• t• opp~1• &UJ 

lnt~~vent1on ln CIHoh~loYak latornal atfa1~•• 4tb.o 1uao•1•• 



EO 12958 6 . l(c)>25Yrs r------------------, 

i'oretgn Otf1c• ragards tho a1tuatron n• aor1oua and 0X$Joot• 

soviet pSJYoho1o~ioa1 pre■~urea to oonttnue ln varlou, torr1&1. 

11, With tho poaaiblo exooptlon ot Vlbrloht and 

OollulkA, other Ea■t tturopean party leadors would not favor 

SO~•t ml11tary lut~rventton 1a Cr;oohoalovakla ln ap1te oi 

any amtlotLe• thoy may have over th~ oourao of Pr~1u•'e 

damooratf.rsattoa. Th•Y undoubtodly reoogn1ze that ■uoll a 

001111•0 ~t aotlon on tho -~ftrt ot tho sov1ota would aarS.Oual.J 

•ot baok tho1r ow~ hard•won lndopenaonoo trom Mo■oo~ and 

oould wtl~ftelr lrratlonat natlont'llt.11t aentlmenta w1thl..n 

the11' oo\mtrlag . asa1n■ t their own reg1m~a. 

!•~.tz1;9 ~ORGAD 8-ao,tioa 

12 • . a,wl~• contlauo to be roa.1vo4 f(!Ot!J .• v••torda1•• 

■oltoltatlon of suropoan ;ovornmonta for lnfo~m•~lon 

regarding rumored tl"C?OP mavenionte arown1 C:Z.o~o•lovakS.a·, 

The Brltl■h, ltnllan and Auatrlan aovornlllOnt■ •~• 1no11cod 

to bellevo that some troop movomsnta Al"• 1n faot oooUUinJ, 

but are unanimous th.At no lnva■lon 1s liko17 ~t tb1• po1nt. 

18~ Ther& 1• some dtwrgonoe of opinion over tho 

likely objeotlve■ of troop aovom•nto. Th• Brltl•h au19eat 

tbAt ·un,uvsr• ~to asa1an&a to onoourage hard-11ne ol•m~nta 

in the· Ciisooho~1ovak Party's oontral oomm1ttee to avert the 

aoura• townl'd 11bera11sa~1on, wh11o tho Auatr1ans s~e tho 

••nouvora a• ono of oevera1 e1emonta (othor• be1n1 ooonomlo 

PN■•UJ.'e and medlB attaok#) intonded to a1ow th• paoe ln 

Cmeoho•1ovak1a. Th• XtA11a.n.., too, a•• the Rl1ltary man,uvora 



·Eo 12958 6 . 1 (c) >25Y r s 

•• a -fona ot presauro and wnrn1n;. 

1,, Th• Aust~lona •l•o b•llev• that ~eobo■1ovak 

effo1it1 to e11a ... s.r1 the doa th■ of 1Ltladr11t anO other Ceeoha 

e,reoute4 in th• 1Ate '40• art what oonoorn the Soviets 

aoat at thl• time. Moeoow, they lael, fear• that ■uob 

11\lak-Nklna "111 uncover the oomp11oltJ of etS.1l•aot1v• 

8ov1•t lead•rg, inolud~ng W.koyan, and w111 bav• a cuta1n 

&'e■onance •l•owhGre la Ba~terQ Europ~. 

le. Th• Ita11Rn ADb•••ftdor lD Budap••t bA■ heard 

~r• of SOv1ot troops mo~omentg 1u northern HUqar7, aod 

baa do•patohe'1 h1a MA to tnvoatt.aate. 

lG. EO 12958 
3 . 4 (b) (1)>2 

Italian party aooretary aener&1 Lonso roturn~d from• two 5Yrs 

4ay v1■1t to P.l"ftgue on 7 May w1th a ron1s\U"lng ~pr•e•lon. 

Longo. view• ~eohoalovak leador Dubook au a rospon.atb1• 

per.oa ·Wbo w111 not give th• Soviets cause tor provooatlon. 

I 
_n;L!i3rZYi;v~6*tlnulng ovld•noo of tuoreaaod Sov1et 

allltar, aotiv1ty 1n aouthorn naat 0Grauu17. 

Tb1a 

exoroua propedur• as tbero 1■ no resular trai~~na area 

IOUth Of Dre•dsn. 
EO 12958 
3 . 4 (b ) ( 1 ) >25Yrs 
(S) 

(C ) 
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18. out-ot-aarrl~on aotivit1 bag1nn1na on 7 Kay b•5 

been noted 11t the sovl11t B7tll Qnd 89th Oual'ds ltotor1zed 

Rttlo D1vte1on tuatallatlona 1n eouth and aouthwe,t la■ t 

Qermanyr There hav• boen 1ndioat1on~ of a pen~ln; exero1a• 

ln th• Bioonnoh trn1n1ng nroa wh1oh ma7 tnvo1ve elomeat■ of 

oae or both of these div1a1ona. 

10. 1 

I 'l'beso at.rtleid11 a1•• 
'-------------------' 

uaed by the taotloRl air nmy ot tho Sovlet Korthern Group 

ot fore••• 
EO 12958 
3 . 4 (bl (1) >25Yrs 
(S) . . 

(Oontloued) 



EO 12958 
3 . 4 -( b) ( l ) >25Yrs 
(S ) 

EO 12 9 58 3 . 4 ( b ) ( 1 ) >2 SY r s ....-------------------------, 
(S) 

JQ. 

I 
21. !ha high-rau)d.n9 li'oviet l'ILllt;ary de1e,.,a_t1oa 

whlch yaaterday attondo~ •viotory oay• aolebration• ia 

o 129s0 3 . 4 Cb l <Pti~ rot.umoG to Mt;rc,z,.,~o<?cy. 
(i&J 12 9 5 8 3 . 4 ( b ) ( l ) > 2 5 yrs 

1 
csi · aa. 

\11 1,ara&t (p~oboly on g lfAl't hA4 b9en 
~-----=====::J" 

C"~11~ 1Jeoau110 af. 111, alo~t and tb• ~roov• dopartAd 

J.n •uoh ha•to that they di<tn • t hew• tiEM to ohem~e 

their pnraC,o unltom11J. It 1a unlikely t.hat. a praot.1.c~ 

alert vould bo an1lod C:,.i~~pt.in9- a V1otory Day para~. 

2,. Tho YUQOSllAY IA111tAry attaoh• 11\ buClApest· 

told hi• OB COWltal:'t)dt"t 01\ 9 Kay th&t fiOV1Gt t;l.'OOP• 

1n Uunyaiy haw not mowd northwaa:-11 •nd ftN not. on 

al$rt. 

EO 12958 6.l(c)>25Yrs 



EO 12958 3 . 4(b) (1)>25Yrs 
(S) 

A--n,r-.rn--.-r-,,.,.....,~..--,...,.....r'T'? ary 11a1aon persoanoi 

noted. no znajor movo ot GGl!'G units toward tl\• C"•cho­

■ lova% bord•r during &uto tour~ of. the border ar0a 

01\ 9 Hay, rurt.her rciporta from theao r.l\lssiona ai:a 

expeotet! lata thi• awning. 

25. unt•vorabla conditions lod to oancollation 

of plans for low altitud& photo~raphy or oml&ct:ad 60-

viat 20tla Ouards Army inatalle.tiona in the lklrlln 

area (ea• p.o.ragrnli~ t.vo of tba 0700, 10 May 1J1tU(l­

tion neport in cseohou1ovak1a), ~he tl1Qht ha• bean 

1:GIOhodulod for 11 MAy. 

EO 12958 3.4(b ) (1)>25Yrs 

(SJ ~~aport[ b'1 10 ~14y"¼ttr1butoll 

to -L__Jcorra1pondunt therttYc1a1m& tho.t l>ubock 

told the 6oviftt1 during hia visit ta Mouoow on SMAY 

that he no longor controllo<1 ewnta 1 that.t.6.b,~· Cr:ecl101t­

•lov4Jt army is wholly on tho aide cs,p,r-roaida11t .~vboda1 

that C&ao~oslovAk troopa have baon mov~d to th• Poliah 

and ~oat German border a r and that OulJco); f avora a 

EO 12~58 6 .l (c)>25Yrs 
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(S) 

break up o! th• atate into t.wo parta, one cor-,poaod 

at UoMada and Mora'Vt·a, th• othor of 6lovaJcla, •th• 

lk>\U'O& olaiwa hia il\t.o~tlon wu ac:czuire.(1 at the 

l.1oli1h ed)a••Y• 

27. ~• to tho 1pecit'ic3 ot thi1 roport, thore 

1• no tn~lcatlon tha~ CaochoalovAk troopo h&va been 

aloi.-t.ed o~ a\OVGd oinoe tho c:ri•i• broke. Duboe~ 'a 

1• knO\fn to be AqA1nat any braok up ot tho oount.ry 

into two paz:ta, and it 1• doubt:f!ul that UolOO'tl would 

oountenanca ouch nn outoo~. All ou.r evic!Oncn po1rit• 

to tb• /\nay'•· loyolty bo1nu on the •1do ot Dubook. 

EO 12958 6.l(c)>25Yrs 
-l.O• 



INJ'OJl.MA TION 

--!J;OJZ ISGlt■'f 

....... ,. May 10. 1968 
6:JO p.m. 

Mr. Pl'e•Welll: 

llerewltll 0.L Jollaa• coaftrma 
tlaat Bal Tll- 1• .,_ntl...UJ UH 
1-JMIO'•• 

TOP 11:CIIS'I' 

DECLASSIFIED 
F. . 12 S"c. 3.6 
NLJ ,-~~~ 

By ~ , NARAD te .3-3'-,cS-

WWll••tow:rla 

Jf 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20l01 

CM-3294--68 
10 May 1968 

MEMORA-NDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: MIO Operations from Bai Thuong 
Airfield {U) 

l. I understand .from Walt Rostow that you desire 
a statemont from me as to whether or not Bai Thuong 
A1~field 1s bein3 used -by North Vietnamese MIGs. 
Inforn_1ation on MIG ope1~at1ons from Bai Thuon~ Air­
field· which is presently available in Washington is 
attached hereto. 

2. The evidence indicates North Vietnamese MIGs 
have been using Bai Thuong Airfield, and in fact 
launchedJ shot down our aircraft on 7 May 1968, 
and recovered at that base. 

Attachment 
a/s · 

~~~ 
Acting Chairman 

Joint Chiefs or Starr 

DECLAf=SIF 'ED 
E.O. 29~ .... c • J.6 
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ATTACHM~NT 

FACT SHEET 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ '77-2l7 

BY.· ct ,NARA Date 7-).t·'17 

SUBJEC?: MIG Operatio~s f~vm Bai Thuon3 Airfield {U) 

l. Bai Thuong pr·esantly l~as a main runway over 7,000 
reet long with supporting ta:.ci-ways and at least 30 air­
craft dispersal i-evetmants. 'i:he shot.:.lder on the northeast 
side or the runway forms a sod lanc!.~ng area nearly 6.,000 
feet long and 125 reet wide which is sufficient fer MIG. 
09erations. 

2. ~he latest ( I or 14 PGbruary 1968 showed the 
a11"':'::.eld ·to be non-ope?.·ational and since the time when u~)-
c.ated I I was required the weather has prevented 
successful rniss!ons. The Not'th Vietnamese MIGs, however, 
w~re :1oted _ using Bai Thuong on 28 Ap1.~11 du-ring two br1ef 
pe~!o~s or activity involving landing and take-off. 

3., On·7 May e.t 070oz, two Vietnamesa piloted MIG 21s 
too!, off fron, Bai Thuong airfield and were vectored south 
towa!'d ou2.• -ail."craft. The North Vietnamese aircraft or, 
two se,arate occasions sighted our aircraft but subsequently 
lost v.isual contact. After flying south to 1832N/1051E the 
intGrce9tors toolc ~P a headin'."" or 60° at about 0732Z, and 

· a fet-: rr.inutes later .~:-r.:::-::-i~-:::-::-.:r-,i~"'l!'l'!'!!IIIIIIIIII sub-
sag1.!c!lt l y en?aging a sing_e ai. • .::.:i: ·.;, ( J ~-------.1 

:; v ?hes 1: No!"th Vietnarnesa a:!.!'°Cl'ai't subse~uently landed 
• - · · n..... ' 07-oz ~~ ~~i ~uuons av , • 

c. An P-~B was downed in the vicinity 1850N/10500E. 
'1':~e adjacent F-~B pilot repoi•ts observing airborne missil~ 
fir~e from aircraft seven to e~ght rniles in front of flight. 

Attachment 
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The first F-4D was hit and obse~vcd in nose-down attitude 
spiraling with tail on fire. ~he pilot and radar observer 
ejected and were &ubseguently r~covered. Time coincides 
w"hl 1 

7. Between 093lZ and 09ll8Z the same ?101,th Vietnamese 
pilots, .referred to in the p11 emises, were l'eflected in an 
inter-airfield flight from Bai Thuong to Phuc Yen Airfield. 

8. The rollow1ng 1s extracted !'rom CI.O. summary: "There 
was extensive MIG tighter interceptor activity in the Pan­
handle area south or the 20th Parallel on both 7 and 8 May. 
~ , orth Vietnamese have begun to use Bai Thuong· Air.field as 
a staging base. On the 7th, two or the MIGs that en~aged 
us F-11 a1rc11aft in the Vinh area landed at Bai Thuong 
rollowin~ the encounter. As many as e~ght MIGs, which we 
believe are no11mally based nea::- Hanoi, were noted active in 
th~ Bai Thuong area some six hours after that enga~ement. 
Othe-r M!Gs used Bai Thuong Airfield on 8 May in flights 
to and :'rom F.anoi. 11 

9. On 8 May, at least four M!Gs flew from Hanoi-area 
airfialds to Bai Thuong. Three ?-i!Gs., including two MIG-l7s 
and a single MIG-26, subsequently left Bai Thuong and 
~lew back to the Eanoi area. A lone MIG-21 apparently 
rema.i~ed at Eai Thuong. 

10. O:-r 9 Ma:,, two N!G-2ls were de tee ted attempting to 
ens~-se us ai1.'Cl"e1,ft in the vicinity er Vinh. While it is 
u~ce~tain whe:e-the M!Gs took ott> two MIG-2ls recovered 
at :aai 'l'huong. 

j 
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1amt1.1 

.. rWay, May 10, 1968 •· ll:00 a. m. 

Mr. PnaW.at: 

Attacbed (Tall A) l• aa ~ Bllllker caWe. 

-- Jal• aaalyala of tu ....,y•• lateatl ... ; 
-- MIi' owa ••le m_.: 
-- Illa •tr■•• ne-me-.latl ... fer a chaea• 

la Harrlmaa'a laatrllcU.U OIi tiie c ... ltl.ella 
_..r wlcll a total ►mrllaa ceaaatlM all..W 
N _,... (pan. 11 at paper clip). 

At Tu a la a MACY ualyau et laflltratl• 
c..,."4 1tf aa latere•tlat Bol, Glauarp memo 
w1uc1a •wu••t• 111e ,. •• ai. tt-•• elHwl'• •1•l•H• etratesY la ralatloa te LaOltr•tl-. 

w. w .... tew 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority N L ..:) - c... .B 5 O 

lliGIHIT By:---.d:e:::::;~ -, NABS, Date ' - ;)..S-- f t' 

WWlloatow:rla 
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DECLASSt JED 
E.O. 129, 8, -Sec. 3./j . 
NLJ '/7-3~/ . . 

By: ~ ,NARADate .3·/'1·1? 

1. I AM 'NOT WORRIEO ADOUT THE OUTCOME · Or THE rlGHTING WHIC>v 
HAS BEEN GOING ON "AROUND SA~GON SINCE SATURDAY, BECAUSE TH& 
ARVN, POLICE AND US FORCES ARE VERY SUBSTANTIAL"· AND WE • 
~AN MANAGE A~YTHING W"ICH THtY THRO~ IN, INCLUDING THE!R7 
RESERVES . THERE AR£ , HOWEVER, SOME ASPECTS O~·THIS AND 
RE~ATED NATTERS _ON WH I CH-.! WANT WASHINGTON - To -·HAVE MY VIEW-S·. 

l 
• I 

I 
I 

•• I 
.• I 

I 
i ;_ 

i; 

. . ~ 
2 . THE VC MAIN -STRATEGY MANIFESTS ITSELF' IN SEV£RA~AYS, f 
TWO OF' WH ICH ARE· ASSASSINATION AND SABOTAGE., , ASSAS SillATlON ·. 1 
IS CONCF:N1RATED ·ON POLICE OUTPOSTS, ANO SA80TAGE AT PUBLIC < f 
lJl'IL·ITIES. ONE POWR Sl'ATION I S At.READ\' OUT OF ACTION AS RESULT . • .; f 

_g~,~~~~~~G! TT:~~ • T~~S ~ii~~Eg;~~G~gA ~!s~H.:-_LLING • A PRE -- : ti 
VIETNAMESE . TV STATION ANO FAILED , BUTCOULO BE ATTEMPTED AGAiN . FURTHER ~ ).· 
SABOT·AGE EF°F°ORTS MUST BE EXPECTED ON OTHER POWER STATIONSt THE WATER ! 1\ 
WORKS, p·os:r OFFICE, GOV£RNMENT BUILDINGS, ETC . Tl{lS IS WELL. UNDERSTOOD ; ~! 
HERt AND I AM ASSURED THAT EVERY EFFORT I~ BE I NG MADE TO GIVE ALL PRAC- : r 
TI CAL PROTEC°TION,. ESPEC I ALt. Y TO KE\' POWER ANO WATER I NSTALLATIONS,- ~ _: l'. 
nus ooes NOT PRECU'LUDE'7FURTHER "lNDl VI DUAL .:..SUCCESSES BY TH "\IC . ; ~; 

• I . 

3. A BY PRODUCT OP TH£ FIGHTING HAS BEEN'::SOlt!E -THOUSANDS-OF EMPORP.R'tr 
EV ACUEES WHO HAVE F'l.£0 FROM TH£ FIGHTING . AREAS , SOME OF WHOM '.I ILL . 
HAVE l.OST l'HEIR HOMES ANO WILL Nt::€ 0 TO BE PRO VIDED F"O R. TH£ HOSPITALS 
ARE NOW 'FULL OF' WOUNDED • . _. T HERE- 1S-' A REDUCTIO I VEGETABLE AND MEAT . 
SUPPLIES INTO TH£·-c·rrv-;·;rcnr9:u-0H . S0ME··sue.Pi:n:s::ABE-·~co.tftNG: tiiRO UG>r- FaOM 
THE NORTHEAST • ~ICE IS AMPLE.' 

· .. . I 

, . 

i t: 
~ i~ { ti 

; ! 
---~ 

11 



-2·- SAJ:CON 26928/l, May 10, 1~68 NOD IS/CROCODILE 
- ·- - . __ - --- . - - .... ... ---~ PRODUCE AS. NUCH TERROR AND HAVOC · IN- THF.- crrv F'OR AS LONG- AS- POSSIBLE, . 

, IN ORDER TO . CAUSE AS 'MUCH TROUBLE AS POSSlSLE TO THE AUTHORITIES AND 
·'-rHE PEO?t.E,. Wl nr THE HOPE OF 
OVERWHEt.NitJG AND COLLAPSING THE ADMINISTRATION Or THE·· 
CITY SERVICES, PRODUCING MASS DtSCONTENT. AND HOPEFUiL~ 
THt° .. UPRISIN.G WHICH THEY F'AILED ·ro ACHIE ~,IN !HE TET ~ 
.o'rF'ENSIVE. "tHERE IS NO SIGN Of'· PANIC OR SUCH .COLI.APS£, 
AND OUR MILITARY AND THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES ARE 
VERY CONFIDENT THAT THEY ARE GOING TO BRING THIS UNDER 
OONT~OL.BEFORE IT REACHtS THAT STAGt. 

5. THAT THEY HAVE OTHER AIMS IN MIND IS ~BVIOUS, SUCH AS 
!NF'LUENC!NG .THE PARIS TALKS, IM?RESSING AMEIHCAN /\ND \~ORl.0 
OPINION WITH THEIR CONTINUED ABILITY TO ~~ONT SUBSTANTIAL 
CAMPAIGNS !~· ORDER· TO CAUSt MORE DESPAIR IN THE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC, ETC. WHAT EM~RGES IS THA? ct•IEY ARE MAKING ANOTHER _ 
GREAT EFFORT' - Nor· ON TH~ "SCALE OF TE'f BUT S'CILL IMPRESSIVE,~ ANI 
THEY HAVE -THE- CAPABILITY . OF' KEEPING THIS GOING HERE FOR SOMe 
DAYS ANO POSSIBLY WEEK~. I~ THEY BREAK OFF.THIS . ATTACK IT WILL 
BE ro RE.SUPPLY' THEN START AGAIN SOME W'El-:KS HENCE' AL.THOUGH 
PERHAPS ON A REDUCED SCALE IN .VIEW OF THEJR INCREASINGLY 
Dlrf"ICULT RESUPPLY PROBLEMS . DVRING THE MONSOON SEASON IN 
LAOS. THEY ARE IN. ANY C"SE::WI.Ll-ING TO- PAY:=-A--VEAY- HEAVY::. 
PRICE IN -TERMS OF' LOSSE:sJ· -

j. T 
:-i J 

l i1 
:1 r-' ., 

-t • 

.. ; f. 
~ i 

• r 
-~ I , r 

,i l 
l p · -. 
.). ,.1 
l l·i . 

.1 tl 
' j '·j . • f. • 

6. ALONG WITH THIS THERE HAS BEEN ' AN EXTRAORDINARY- MOVEMENT - SOUTH,, .: 
' ANP INFILTRATION, l ·N THE ·LAST FOUR MONTHS, MlD THIS CC>NTINUcS, ·rnowEVER, ·J . }· 
OUR SUCCESS A'C KHE SANH, THE A SHAU VALLEY CAMPA-lGN WITH ITS C.APTURE · .i {I 
OF H~GE SUPPLfES, AND OUR SPOILING OPERATIONS lU APRIL,, AL$0 WITH CAPTUREJ A 
or HEAVY: su?Pl.IES, HAVE INF"LICTED--GRr:AT LOSSES ON THE ENEN(s MANPO~JtR ·! ti} 
ANO SUPPLIES.) -HANO I . AND ' .NLF BROADCASTS HAVE CALLEO FOR THE SO MS ING ; i 
OF THE PALACE AND AMERICAN -~MBASSY SY VNAF ~EFECTORS,· AND A ~ 1

1 ~ASS UPRtSI~G. WE MUST EXPECT THAT GNE OR MORE OF OUR INSTALLATIONS I t 
-: IN.AND AROUND SAlGOn WILL BE SINGLED -OUT AT ANY TIME OVE~ THE NEXT DAYS ~ 

OR W~EKS FOR SPECl~L ·sA80TAGt, WITH A POSSIBILITY OF MORt ~ASUALTIES TO l : -
·AME.RlCA»S. · ·_ . ·1 r 
7. ·THER.E IS SOME: INTEREST"ING · tvIDENCE. OF- W}tAT--lS GO.ING ON .. ON THE ENEMy'~ ~ ti 
SfDE. IN i' CORPS · JUS·T NORTH Or HUE .ON "MAY 1, "H'12 - NVA--TROOPS SURRENDEfiED, -~ 1 

1HE l,.ARGES1 Sl~GLF: BATCH ·IN THIS WAR, INDUCED BY THE . AMPl.lF"IEH -BROAOCAS-liS i 
. I 

.t 
C 

·i , 
i 

o, A CA,PTUHED' SERG.E'ANT. TliE-HIGHEsr -LEVEL DEFECl'OR ·OF· ·tH1s·-wAR, L1'· · 
C.OLOUE TRAU VA'N DAC W.HO JOINED THE -vc · IN 1945 AND ROSE AS A COMMISSA"R 
AND PR OPA GMJDIST, DEF"EC'TEo· ON APRIL .19 ·AND REVEALED TH£:: .PLANS AND. 

• TIMING OF' THE: PHESENT"·OrFENSlVE. THIS INF'OllNATlON WAS ·USED IN OUR i 
PREPARi\ t lONs·· FOR THE ATTACK ON SA lGON, AND HAS · PROVEN · SUBSTANTIALl. Y ! 
CORRECT• .O-N 'MAY 8 -ANOT.HC:R_- L-T -COLOUEL· DEFECTED NEAR . SA.IGON ON· THE-,, < 
GROUHDS THAT THE POl.ITICAl. CONMISSARS W~HE ASKING THE ' IMPOSSIBLE ·, 
.IN rMI(ITARY TERMS ANQ HE ~OULD NOT .TAKE IT ANY MORE~:Ht AN~OTHkRS ~ : 
Ha\lf:_ ADD.f:D. ,THAT- MORAI.E-:--:Is.- r,or AS GOOD - AS- II.- Wf\,S:,' AND '{HERE IS WMUN.G_. •.•. ~; .i 

SSGK&t ..... : .. . 
:- ··~ -~ ... ,. 

' 

t 
. J 

I 

1 
I 
I . -· 
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. 
. . 

i 

conFIDENCE !N THE RANKS NO~ THAT THE vc CAN WIN. TH~RE ·IS EVIDENCE 
THAT RE~LAC~MENrs · FROM THE NORTH ANO 'IM~RESSED SOUTHERNERS ARE 
BEING THHOWN .IN-TO D/\TTLE WITH LIT'fLE MILITARY TH/\INING. '£HER~ IS Al.SO 

. SOME EVIDENCE THAT. HANO-I 'WAS C-:OVING "fOWARD A BlD FOR. TALKS EVE~l 
BEF'ORE THE APRIL 30 SPEECH ANO THA.T THEY ARE ANXIOUS TO CONTINUE THE 
TA_l.KS ~ 

s. 11' . IS · MY V lF.W ..,.THAT KANO I AND 1·HE NLF ARF. .. HURT I.NG, ARE NO W- ENG1'{uEO 
rn A HUGE GAMBLE. ANO THIS IS A YEAR Or Cl.IMAX. THEY' PERHAPS, sr ILL7 

HOPE FOR . A- CuLLAPS€ IN SAIGON. l FEEL CERTAIN ntr::Y WILL FA IL. PERHA·ps· 
MOST HlPOHTMlT IN ·r~RMS 'Or THEIR GAMBLC: IS THAT THEY NOW HOPE. TO WI ~ . 
BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY REGARD AS OUR DESPERATE DESIRE FOR PEAC£;·tHE· 
SoEECHES Or MCCAHTHY, · KENNEDY, GALBRAITH AND OTHERS, ARTICLES 
IN THE US PR'ESS AND, TV• THE SH I F'T IN NEWSWEEK, 

'WALTER -CRO_N.KlTE AND OTHERS, MAY HAVE ·CONVINCED THEN THAT. IF 
THEY NEGO·T.IATE AND FIGHT WE · WILL BE READY TO THROW IN THE 
~ONGE BY FORCING. A COALITION ON THE ·SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

~. tHE. ARROGANCE .OF THEIR MAY 3 REPLY .. TO ARRANGE FOR THE COl~PLETE 
~ESSAT!ON OF BOMBING ANO OTHER ACTS OF WAR - WAS , PART PROPAGANDA~ 
AND PART BRAVADO~ ALL THE EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THEY ARE GOING TO BE TOUGH 
lN THE NF.GOTIAT·IONS AND ARE OUT ·ro OBTAIN THE COLOSSAL CONCESSION Or . 
COALITION GOVERNMEln. THEY ·,--OR-=-A r - LEAsr·::soME - rN" -~{HE- NORTH"";-NUST . BE 
ARGUING THAT THE UNITED ~TATES REGARDS· ITS BARGAINING ,osITION AS~ 

11 

VJEAK; AND. THEREF"OR_E ·THAT. THEY ARE . IN · A.:..STRONG POSITioN·.·-uNt.E:SS WE- A~ 
· \H!H GENU.1 NE CON'l•"IDENCE IN .. THE STRENGTH=OF-=OUR-=BARGAINING·· P0SIIl0N-,-=tl 

AM{£EARFUL=OF=tH£:..OUTCOME-;:auNXER 
. BT . . . _ 

-. , .. •1 f I •.,, • • •- • o I ;.i:, I I • I Ii t •. ._ Ill I._ .. 4 o • ,•01 I• f o • lo,t • • -• •• • _. '\ ... 

,. 
PASSED PARIS 10 May 1968 : 
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·10. W1'SHI.NGTON KNOWS .MY POSITION AS A RESULT OF MY VISIT• i-THunrw . 
. ARE I N A V~RY STRONG- ~OSITION TO ~EGOTlATE,-A ND- THAT lT.- lS HA N017~M ICJ,f" 

__,.IS WORRIED, OR AT· L.E"St SOM£· IN- HANOI AR~WORRIED,- FOR- l-4(l~f>£ E 
· . . HAVE TH.EIR HAWKS 'A:~D - DOVES JUST- AS WE D~. "7 

.. • • 41, 

JJ,. THt CONCL_USIONS .I DRAW FROM ALL. THE FOREGOING ARE CLEARS 

A. HA R.R IMAN '.S .ORDERS · TO AGRE~TO- A FUt.l.~ CESSATtor (fF) 
BOMBI NG I N THE NORTH SHOULD BE" AMENDED. · 

a. ~•/£ SHOULD ·DEMAND AS A CO_NDITION o r ,u1.:L- CE"SSATlO trA 
SUBSTA NT:lAL REDUCTION IN TKF. UNPRECEDENTEO-NV.H=MO-VEM&NT:a,SOUTH, 

... WHICH WE ARE IN · A .POSITION =to·.:.-oaSERV.E. -- -
.. 

·c. WE SHOULD· DEMAND A REDUCTION NO•p =rN--=Tlit ·:tvEt Fl 
:VIOLE NCE lN THE SOUTH. ~ · 

D. NOST IMPOR_TANT, WE SHOULD UNDER _NO CIRCUMS.T.AN.C&S . 
AGR EE'_ TO i\ F'UL,L CESSATION Or :' BO.ti~_I,N!3 .. 1~ _THE NO_RJH, WH-lLE.-SAIG.OH 

• IS UND ER HAR~ASSME:NT- AN D ATTACK. · I CAY THINK"'OF NOTH ING MOJlE 
_:•C1U .. CULATED TO CAUSE°' OESP((fR'"""'HERt THAN TO "AGREE UNDER THESE co »- _ 
·DIT.lO·NS. THE SUSPICION· IN THE SOUTH .AS TO OUR ·NEGOTIATING I~TE NTilONS 
IS THAT WE AR£ R~ADY TO GO VERY FAR, EVEN TO COAl.lTlON WITH THE 
NLF' OR ITS NEW ALLIANCE, TO STOP THE WAR; , I-F wE- CEASE OUR BOMBIN6 
Or THE NOR TH WHILE SAIGO N- IS UNDER ATTAC l< , THIS ~USPICIO N WOULD 
E ORM OUSLY I NCREASE AND COULD BECOME UNM~NAGEABLE IN TERM~ 

' OF MAl~TA I NI NG MORALE AND UNIT ~ H ERE ✓ THIEU IS EXPECTED TO 
··ESTABLISH- A" NEW ANQ BROADER GOVERNMENT SMORTLY AND ME -.MUS T- .NOI, , . 
, 'HANOI CA . I T=At::l'M£:.0Ul';SEr; --:-A- ;F,UL1 .. C£SSA.TION . OF .. B.0.MSING. "Nl>ER ·: ·· . ~ ...... 

eaeas; --
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-2- .SAICOH 26928, MAY 16 (SEC~fON !WO OP 'fW6) 

HARRlMAN'S PRESENT INSTRUCTIONS WOULD ENCOURAGE THE HARD LINERS 
IN H~Noi · ro TKI~K ·~E .ARE READY TO CALL IT QUITS, AND IN THE DEBATES 
WHIC~ MUST BE TAK(NG PLACE IN THE NORTH THEY WOULD B£ JSUTIFIED 
.IN THElR VIEW THAT THE THING TO DO IS TO. KEEP THE P.RESSURE ON 
.SAIGON, 

£. I MYSELF WOUL·D GO FURTHER, AND,.-EVEN WH l"LE- TKE - TALKS 
PRO.CEEO I WOULD BOMB ·POWER STATIOr~s, ~AlLWAY YARDS, AND ,MILITA-R'f' 
INSTALLATIONS ·NEAR : ANO ' IN THE CITIES BELOW THE 20TH-·PARALLEL:; . 
AD.D_ING TO THEIR TROUB'LEs· IN THE NOR1H, CREATING MORE RF.FUG.EE " 
PROBL·EMS FOR THEM, . AND PUTTING NEW STRAINS ON -T~£1R- FACILITI1ES. 

I ' 

F. IN .SHORT, t.J.NT.IL THE:Y •REDUCE THE MOVEMENTS SOUTH AND ..., 
CALL-OFF' THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST SAIGO~, wr: SHOULD· NOT AGREE TO ·A 
~ULL CESSATION, AND AT~OME STAGE WE SHOULb LET HANOI KNOW WHY • 
. AS A FOOTNOTE ; wt ·wou1.o- L

0

00K.:..RIDCULOUS -1F·-wE-AGREEo- ro- lf- F'ULL 
CESSATION, AND A F'EW .DAYS _LATER· HAD.-.:ONE::.OF: OUR -AMERlCAN::INSTAl.L'AT-l'ONS 
BLASTED-BX -.SAB0Tl\9.~_:_WI_THJ{£AVY:..:A"lt.RJJ:"~!tS.U.AUl.E5..-B.U..iV£f1 ar · - - - · ·· '~ 

NOTE, 

. . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

9 May 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

Attached is MACV's analysis of infiltration activity as of 
4 May. Note that this represents only the first result of a continuing 
analysis. 

Significant conclusions: 

- Through March 1968, NVN maintained a normal rate 
of infiltration of 6,000 - 8,000 a month. (Presumably this does not 
include the 304th and 320th Divisions.) -

- Since 1 March, an additional 55 ,500 - 65,000 have 
started south. Estimated destinations: 

MR-5 
COSVN 
B-3 Front 
DMZ/MR Tri Thien 

13,500 - 17,000 
18,000 

6,500 - 10,00Q 
17,500 - 20,000 
55,500 - 65,000 

- Infiltrators move at an average rate of 11 kilometers 
per day. 

- 14,900 are probably now south of the DMZ with 41,800 
still in NVN. The last of these could be at the DMZ by about 15 June. 

- Estimated dates for closure at destinations: 

DMZ/Tri Thien/Hue -- early June 
MR-5 -- late July 
B-3 -- late June 
COSVN - Ill Corps - - early August 
COSVN-Phuoc Long Province -- late August 

- At the indicated rate of about 13,000 per month, the 
enemy for the first time in 18 months will be able to sustain a 
personnel input adequate to-cover bis losses.~ 

. ,v;,c ~ p~ eo., .... ~ ~ - c/~ ~ ~ . 
- Sl!:C!tET -- SA 'I IM 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ Ac o3, ;;i,v3 

By ,i:,(,d,, , NARA, Date ,;i -:i 7- 1 
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- Country-wide, enemy personnel should peak in July. 
By the end of June, however, he will have met most of his requirements 
north of III Corps. Thus, he should have an earlier capability to mount 
a threat in I Corps and the Highlands. 

I would make the observation that if the enemy is interested in 
serious negotiations, he might have the following fight-talk strategy 
in mind: 

- In return for a cessation of bombing of all NVN, about 
mid-June he might agree to (a) cease further infiltration and (b) respect 
the DMZ. 

- Sometime in June he might launch a major offensive 
designed to (a) create as much chaos as possible in the cities and 
(b) expand to the maximum1 areas under his control. 

- Engage in a concerted diplomatic -propaganda effort to 
achieve by early August a cease-fire in SYN, which would exploit 
to the maximum the gains achieved by his military offensive. 

We have no convincing evidence tlat this is, in fact, his strategy. 
But such moves have sufficient logic for us to recognize that this is 
one possible strategy. 

ROBERT N. GINSBURGH 

S:SGRE'i' Sa~ lC J ~ 2 



Copy of MAC 5862 

Dr LAY')IflED 
Authorin't' v-:f. \ . 0?2 . .,0\ 'i 

By r::-- ; ~ RA, O:i l\•·2-~ 

1. Following is a special estimate on personnel infiltration presented to 
Commander, US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, on 4 May 1968. 

A. In preface, we should note several recent developments in the 
communications intelligence field concerning infiltration. In early March, 
NSA reported that since November 1967 they had noted large groups of 
personnel at various relay stations in the North Vietnam panhandle. These 
groups were detected in the rear services communications from Thanh Hoa 
province in North Vietnam. The groups had 3-digit designator numbers. 
This was a significant breakthrough, permitting us to project infiltration 
rates for the first time. We know from prisoners of war and documents that 
some of the groups identified by NSA began entering South Vietnam in January, 
and also that some of these 3-digit groups are still in the Laotian panhandle, 
and some are still entering the II and III Corps areas. We believe that the 
3-digit groups were a portion of the normal infiltration flow from the north, 
and were within our estimate of 6·000 to 8000 infiltrators per month -· 
through March 1968. T~s estimate concerns the new 4-digit infiltration 

. designators w~ch were introduced in February. The enemy's current 
infiltration program has all the earmarks of a large-scale reinforcement. 

B. During the last two months, we have learned of the temporary 
,locations of 75 of the new 4-digit groups, with respect to the series of 
commo-liaison (infiltration stations) in the North Vietnam panhandle. 

· 22 additional groups have been referred to in traffic, with no mention of 
identifiable location. Thus we kno.w of at least 97 4-digit groups in the 
pipeline; the number is still growing. We know the strength of 57 groups; 
These total 32, 061. The average strength is 562. Applying this to the other 
identified groups, we estimate total strength of the 97 groups to be 55, 700 • 
. We also have evidence of an average movement rate of 11 kilometers per day, 
computed from 34 groups which have been identified at more than one commo­

.· liaison station. 

C. We know that a few of these 4-digit groups have arrived in 
South Vietnam. On 4 and 6 April, intercepts indicated that groups 9028 and 
4014 were located immediately to the west of A Shau valley. On 25 April, 
4 members of group 4002 rallied west of Quang Tri City, three days after 

· their arrival in base area 101. From 26 to 28 April we noted in communications 
groups 4011, 4015, 9007, and 9009 in the vicinity of the A Shau valley. • These 
are all the groups for which we now have hard indications of location in or 
near South Vietnam -- only seven· out of the total of 97. 

D. The key to the distribution of these personnel perhaps lies in the 
destinations of the groups, and t!'iere may be a clue to destination in the enemy's 

. •methodology of group numbering. Although tenuous, ·we theorize that the first 
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digit .of each group number may indicate the group's destination. In communi­
cations intelligence, two groups, 1005 and 1023, have been referenced as going 
to "Bae An" or "B-47." From collateral intelligence, we accept these to be 
designations for Military Region-5; thus, that is the possible destinat ion of 
groups in this series. In the 2000 series, we find reference to groups 2015, 
2018, 2019, and 2030 going to "Hai Yen" or "Hai Yen 9." Collateral information 
equates Hai Yen to a staging area on the border, between Cambodia and Phuoc 
Long province, in the COSVN ( Central Office South Vietnam) area. Thus the 
groups in this series may be destined for that area. We also have evidence 
for the 4000 series. Four ralliers from group 4002, captured near Quang Tri 
City, stated that "Bae Do" was the destination of their group, "Bae Do" being 
a code for the Quang . Tri-Thua Thien area. In communications intelligence, 
groups 4007, 4005 , 4017, and 4019 have been mentioned in connection with 
"Bae Do." Therefore , Military Region Tri-Thien may be the intended destination 
of other 4000 series groups. We have similar evidence for the 9000 series. 
Group 9019 was mentioned in connection with Lam Truong, which in the fall of 
1967 was equated with the DMZ front. Groups 9007 , 9009 and 9028 were previously 
noted in communications near the A Shau valley. So, for the 9000 series groups, 
we postulate destinations of the DMZ area. However, we should note that those 
in the A Shau may be destined for military region Tri-Thien units formerly in 
the DMZ area -- such as the 324B North Vietnamese Army division. 

E. The enemy identified earlier infiltration packets with a 3-digit number. 
The first digits of these old designators may correspond to those of the new. 
Many of the 100 series groups went to Military Region 5, the destination of our 
1000 series. A majority of the 200 series went to "Hai Yen" -- in the COSVN 
area. In the· 300 series, 10 of 16 groups which arrived in 1967 went to II Corps . 

Of these, seven went to B-3 front , three to MR-5 . Thus, B-3 front probably 
received a large share of all 300 series groups . This is a tenuous indication 
that the 3000 series may_ be so destined, and it is the only evidence we have of 
the destination of these groups . In the case of the 700 series, five out of nine 
located groups went td the COSVN area. The remaining four went to MR-5. 
Therefore, the weight of evidence suggests COSVN as the destination for the 
7000 series groups. 

F. If the enemy distributes these troops accordingly, 

disposed like this: Estimated strength 

Series Destination of series 
1000 Military Region· 5 13, 500 
2000 COSVN (Central Office 13 , 500 

7000 
3000 
4000 

9000 

South Vietnam) 
COSVN 
B-3 Front 
MR Tri-Thien 
DMZ/MR Tri-Thien 

Total 

4,500 . 
6,500 
. 6, 500 
11, 000 
55,500 

they would be 

Requirements . 
17,000 
18,000 

(total COSVN) 

10,000 
12,000 
8,000 

65,000 



~ 
To assess the reasonableness of this expected distribution in terms of the 
enemy's replacement requirements, we independently computed his estimated 
requirements for personnel,in each major area ".Vhich receives replacements 
from North Vietnam. Results are shown in the requirements column of the 
preceding table. We used_ two methods in computing these requirements. 
In one case, we deducted the estimated strength of each unit from what we 
consider to be his desired manning level. In the second method, we estimated 
his personnel losses, less his input, for the first two quarters of the year . 
Results of the two computations were similar, falling between 60 and 70 thousand. 
Thus for this comparison, we assumed total requirements of 65,000. We see 
that enemy requirements are generally comparable to the distribution he would 
achieve if our first-digit destination theory is valid. When we make this 
comparison in northern I Corps, we should note that the enemy's planned 
distribution probably was developed several months ago. Since that time, 
several major units have been redeployed from the DMZ area -- one division 
to MR Tri-Thien, and one to B-3 front. The overall comparison, we believe, 
tends to support our theory. 

G. With respect to movement methodology, we have been able to 
collect data over a 258 kilometer segment of the pipeline in North Vietnam, 
involving 18 commo/liaison-stations for which we know general locations. 
We have on record 36 separate moves made by 34 different infiltration 

.packets. The longest move was 163 kilometers in 14 days, while the shortest 
move was only 9 kilometers in one day. The infiltration packets moved at 
widely varying rates. Three groups moved as fast as 25-26 kilometers per day 
while two moved less than two kilometers per day. All of this data was computed 
from intercepts of reports between the commo/liaison stations. We have been 
able to compute, from this, that the 34 groups moved at an average rate of 
11 kilometers per day. We have evidence that there was a partial utilization 
of vehi~les in a shuttle type operation, but no one group moved solely by vehicle . 
In collateral data, we know from four rallier s taken on 25 April near base 
area 101, that their group, number 4002, traveled 700 kilometers in 73 days 
for an average of 9. 6 kilometers per day. Furthermore, those 3-digit groups 
now arriving in II Corps required three months for their travel. They moved 
approximately 950 kilometers 'in 90 days, for a rate of 10. 5 kilometers per day. 
3.-digit groups now surfacing in III Corps have been taking up to six months for 
their trip. All of this experience tends to support our rate of 11 kilometers per day. 

H. We have projected the movement of all identified groups, by applying 
the 11-kilometer daily rate from the last known location of the packets. In 
this projection, we have assumed a random distribution of the known, but 
unlocated groups. We estimate that 70 groups with a combined strength of 41, 800 
are still north of the DMZ at this time. Twenty-seven groups with a total strength 
of 14,900 probably are distributed between base area 512 at the DMZ and base 
area 609 in the tri-border area. Furthermore', the last of the now known infil­
tration packets could be at the DMZ in about six weeks. However, we should not 
assume that all of the forces north of the DMZ are destined for in-country units. 
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We know the enemy has stripped his defenses in southern North Vietnam, 
and he also has a need for construction and road repair labor, both in 
North Vietnam and in the panhandle of Laos. We have various indications 
that some of the four-digit serials may be associated with rear service work 
and can reasonably expect an unknown number of men to be assigned to 
these tasks. 

I. Using the same movement factors, we have estimated the time 
required for the serials to arrive at their possible destinations. The lead 
packets of serials 4000 and 9000 could rave reached their areas now. 
We can confirm this by noting in communications the 9000 series groups at 
A Shau, and ralliers locating the 400 series group at base area 101. The 
trailing element of the 400 series could clo_se into the Tri-Thien/Hue area 
in early June, and the same time frame holds true for the 9000 series in 
the western DMZ. The 1000 series estimated to be destined for MR-5 
could have their lead elements already on station, while the trial elements 
would not close until late July. The. B-3 front, estimated to receive the 
3000 serials could expect their first · replacements in .late May, but their 
last serial of recruits probably would not arrive until late June. In III Corps, 
the 2000 series could begin arriving in early July while their rearmost 
elements could close by early August. Finally, the 700 serials should begin 
arriving in late July and close in~o Phuoc Long province by late August. 

J. In summary, we have determined that the enemy has a large­
scale infiltration effort under way. From the size of this effort now moving 
down the trail at a slow but steady pace, we can expect over the period 
April through August to see an expanded rate of infiltration into South Vietnam -­
a rate we estimate will be about twelve thousand infiltrators per month. At 
such a rate, .the enemy will be able to sustain for the first time in 18 months 
a personnel input adequate to cover his losses. Enemy killed in action for 
April was about 12,000. If this is representative of what we will see in the 
future, his in-country recruiting should be sufficient to accommodate the 
balance of his casualties. If the total number of infiltrators is considerably 
higher than our estimate, the enemy's net strength could show an increase. 
On the basis of all strength and movement factors we have considered, the 
enemy's personnel situation countrywide will peak in July; however, most of 
his requirements north of III Corps can be filled by the end of June. Thus, we 
anticipate an earlier capability for him to mount a threat in I Corps and the 
western highlands. Even if the enemy launches the offensive in May that he 
obviously intended for late April, he has sufficient troops en route to rebuild 
his uni ts for renewed attacks. 

2. This represents only the first results of a continuing analysis of 
infiltration activity. We may revise this e·stimate as we gain additional data. 



ACTION 

Friday, May 101 1968 

MEMOUNDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Farewell letter to the Prime Mlnlater of Thailand 

ttached le the a1111eated text o{ a farewell letter from you to Prime 
Mlnlater Tbaaom and bl• wife. 

'> I 
r 

The Prime Mlnhter l• leavl.n1 next Saaday morninl, wlth011t ceremony. 
••l•tant Secretary Bmady will aee him off and wlll 1lve hlm your letter 

juat a• he atepa Oil the plaae. 

l recommend yoa al1n the letter. 

W. Vw. • Roatow 

Att. 

MW rl1ht:wpt 



May U1 19'8 

• yw de rt die Ualted State• on thl• memorable teur of 
the Fne ol'ld y• c•l'l'J •1th yoe the admlraUoa and fne .... 
■lllp .t mpelf aad ••• Jelul■oe, aad ef the mel'lcaa people. 
· · • ...- the 1reat coatributlon JOG alld Jftl' cCNat.,. are 
maklq to tile ci.ue of peace "'Wa fn4'dom la the WOl'ld teday. 

Youi- vl•lt baa llftl■ ., .. a chaac• to me•••r• the Rl'ellpll of 
our p1Wpoae ln A•la. • 1 told yoe. we will c:eatlau to ataad 
h•ld• TlaallaDd la amtaal defeue a1alaat a11re■■lcm. ' • 
will coaU■- 01l1' commen effort to ae.lat.•• ••ftllopmeat and 
pr.,n••• 

Tlaallalld le 11,rlq the wol'lc! an Oldalaadlal demoutratloa of 
•llal can be d•• to lmprMe the We el lb people •blltt pwo­
teetla1 6em trem Yloleace ud lldlmldatlon. M•• thaa tllat, 
Tllallaad l• maklag a maJn ceatrlbvtlen te almilar effnt• 
'7 lta HlplHwa la &.-beast Aala . • laena ■la& Pffll'•■• 
aac! pl'Npelily come■ to you- part of the worlc!. Tllallaad 
.tll de••rn 1nat endlt. 

Stacerely, 

l:(~6:~ 

Hie Suell.acy 
Field M.a•■hal Thaaem Klt&lkachora 
allt'i Thaapaytq Cll•akol 

ST ATE:LBJ:MWript:wpt 

-



ACTION 

Friday, May 10, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRFSIDENT 

SUBJECT: Farewell letter to the Prime Mlnlater of Thailand 

Attached la the aqge■ted text of a farewell letter from yoa to Prime 
Mlnlater Thanom and hla wlfe. 

The Prime Mlnhter l• leaTblg next Sanday morning, without ceremony • 
.A e ■istant Secretary Buady will •ee hlm ofi and will 1lve hlm your letter 
jast aa he step• on the plane. 

I recommend you aign the letter. 

Att. 

MWrlght:wpt 



wa,. u. 1968 

YCMar Sseellaey aad n..,..,... Cll-kol1 

• ,- 4e,-n Ill• Oalted StaM• cm ahl• memaaltle teu of 
tile Fne orld ,-- can,- •It.la,... tile adml••U.. aad friaM• 
•1p fll _,...., aad i i'•• J'aa•-. aad of Ille mel'lcaa peeple • 

• bow ....... COllll'l~11tl- JOG aad yc,u C--l'J' .... 
maklaa to the ca••• of peace •WI fn.dom la tile we.-W teda7. 

You .t■lt Ila• 1ma,.. • cla.aan to me••v• ~ atnastll of 
OU' pupoae in ala. • l toW ,..._ •• lll coetlawe te .taad 
-.ealde Thallaad la 11••1 defeue •1atu1 •11n••l•. • 
·wlll coatlaae ea, commoa effen to aeJaa... NY91epc,1Ht aad 
~ ........ 
Thallallcl u 1lYbll the ••W u 011111taadt•1 demoostfttloD el 
wut caa INt d•• to lmpl'en the Ufe el lb peopla .Wt. )We• 

tectlas .. Ill from Yloleace ... latlmldatloa. M ... th&• tllat, 
Tlaallaad I• maklq a maJ• catrlWI• to almUar eflon• 
-, It• aelpltna la Seathean Aela. .A • tacreaalq PHI•••• 
•ad Pl' .. ,._.,. come• to J'•• pan el the ••W• Tllallaad 
will de•e1'Y9 peat credit. 

lacenly, 

Hl• Eacellucy 
leld r e l ThaaOIII Klltlkachon 

&ad Tuapa,tq a.-.kol 

ST ATE:LBJ:MW ript:wpt 



INFORMATION 

Siiell:EI FrldaJ - Maf 10. 1968 

MEMOllANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Ar1eat1ae Siwat1011 

l waderataad Mr. Klelterg wanted to ••e J°" aboat report• of plot­
tlaa aplaat ~••1deDt O.paJa. 

Suace be came to power 1n Jwae 19'6. Oapaia baa performed a 
cwlicate ll&laaclac act betweea the '!'liberal" a.ad •1iaat1oaall■t" fac­
tloa• la the aoftnunellt aad mllltarJ. Tll••• lahela maak aa 
.aderlrlaa conteat Ntwee.11 advocate• of frH uterpr1•• ••· cor­
ponte-ataUam aad cnathm•d laGlatlma of the Peroai■ta• va. their 
•••lmllatloa bathe politlcal proc•••• P.raoaal amMtloaa are alao 
a factor. Sometime• 1t u laard to tell wbetber the r,unbllq la 
Weolepcal or peraoaal. 

The pr•••• altaatioa la nch a caae. The "corponte-atate•• adYO­
cate• have beea more vocal latel,-. The leader■ of the "liberal•" 
-- Arm,- Commaader-la-Chlef J.Uo Alaopn,. and hie brother 
Alvaro. Araeatlae Ambaaaador are -- have reacted i., ~An1 
oet ,. .. ld-be plotter•. (AmhaaAdor Al■opnJ retllraed to B•eaoa 
Aire■ laat •~k to coaler witb h.l• brotlaer). Bat 1t la alao tr11e that 
tbe ''drift" towazd "corponte-•tatlam" 1• aot ao proaoaacecl •• to 
J••Wr ••ch draaUc actloa It,- the "liberal•"· Fa~nnere. GeDeral 
Jallo Auopra,- r•che• retirement •1• next November and be mar 
well be lafbaa aome p-09aClwork to bep hi• po•ltloa •hotld Ollpala 
decide to ffplac• him. 

U all of thb aoand• BJ'Ulltlne, lt 1• the natare of curreat Arpatbae 
poUtic•. Neither CIA aor State coa9lder that we are ln a cri•l• 
altutioa. We will fellow deYelopmewta clo••lJ aad keep yoa poated. 

D CJ_,AS IFIED 
E.O. 12 5 , Sec. 3.6 
NL. 11- 3~3 

By U,4,) , NARA Date 1-s,,1 
W. W. Roatow 



May 9, 1968 

ARGENTINA l(A I '> .. 'J~ ~~ 
Our friends in this country have advised us that thelbrothers 

are very serious about doing something in their country before 

the end of the year. From the viewpoint of backing and support 

they have 

l. Minister of Economy 

2. Chief of the Tank Corps 

3. General Llanusa in charge of 
Second Corps Area 

There is no indication as to the possible timing of th.eir move. 

Evidently the brothers have become disenchanted with Ongania 

because of some statements that he made recently to the effect 

that he might want to continue in office for a long time. 

From the viewpoint of our friends Ongania has been doing a 

good job and performing very well under difficult circumstances 

and the country is moving along in satisfactory style. Any 

~q~ 

upset at this time would not be good for the country even though · 

the brothers are pro-u.s. and are also for private enterprise. 



Mll. PRESIDENT: 

Friday, May 10, 19'8 
4:45 p. m. 

0ae reaeon wby I wlah to ••• u• bomWJaa betweea the 19th &lld 20th 
parallel• ■OOII l■ the followlaa: 

Haaol lmew■ that we atopped bombla1 than bec&11M of the )Nbllc 
11proaz at the tline. They may aeaae, a1 .. , that we ban drawa back 
the 60 mllaa to mlllllmt .. the rl■k that we hit ■omethlaa beJGIICI the 
20th parallel. 

Thi• may lead them to OYerrate tha effectln-•• of pree■are 011 

ua on the whole ltomblac laeaa. Spedflcally, lt may lead tbem to feel that 
the udi-bombl•s prea■are, •• reflected la laat s.mday•• New York nmea, 
la ■o peat that tlaey ahoald pr••• wary bard aacl wry loa1 for a total 
ceaaatloa of bomblaa wlthoat aay compeantla1 move oa their part. 

Jut •• the leaka aad the debate ba town oa Waraaw may baft pratracled 
the period before a alte waa apeed, thl• new of our attitade towal'da lkxablq 
mlpt protract the plaaH of 11e1otlatln1 nclprocal action la retura for a total 
bomlllaa ceaaatloa. la addltloa to thla re&IIOII, of CO\U'N, I fffl that we 
ceald pt mon trucka before tlley 1ot to Swtb Vletaam lf we bombed aloaa 
the road■ betweea the 19tb aad 20th parallel• -d better laterfere wltb their 
aaMmbly pelata, alrfielu, etc., in that area. 

la non. I feel tbere la a political aad -1odatt.a1 reaaoa for bombla, 
the 19th &ad 20th u well •• a atral111tforward limited military reaaon. 

W. YI. .Ro■tow 

DEUAS.SIFIED 

Auth~rity ??c. J 9 /-7 .3/ 

By ¥(1-f, NARA~ Date ¢[- l--9~ 



IHJ"OllMA'l10N 

CONABEN~ 

l"rWay, MaJ' 10, 1961 - 2:45 pm 

Mr. Pre■Wut: 

Herewltll la C,.' • accout el tl:ae 
lllatel'lc fb,■t coetact wltb tJae North 
Vlatoa.,..M. Key pa■• .. •• are mar~. 

w. w. ·••tow 

DELTO 9 (Pu&• lSIJZ) 

CONnDliNTIAL 

WW'Ro■tow:rla ~ C' ~~~l. • .:.0 
hite • 'oi ":<'.' (-• -: ·· ·,1\ • ,, r.:\f} •, .1 • ··, ,·i e.,..dj:-v , w: , , ·u~:-~ 6-)z~ 
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C Q ~~lee. Ht JAL PARIS 

EXOIS 
By ~ , NARA Date 3 _,,.17:-~i~?~ 

,jQ 

Bo A 'SUGGESTIONS W[TH RESPECT TO',COMPOSI ·T·ION ··oF- EACH 
PARTY OES I GNED - TO- RESTR t ·CT,OT A~: 

0

NUM8ER AND- TO ASSURE7Js · 
<PARTY MAOE UP ONLY _' OF'- AMER t CANS- WHILE -NORTH Vi ETN>.HESE PARTY 
,rMADE UP STR_I CTL Y.::.•OF- C i T·J·ZENS- OF-ORV_:., WE' PROPOSED TO COMMENT' 

TOMORROW• . 

) f(l 

Ii~ 
~---·--§ 

~·~ :-' ;.-➔ ' 
.·. - -- ..1.--·..:. -.----~----

>TTO BE REPRODI.ICED WITHOUT THE A.U::::I:::~~: OF THF mt"11T1v• ~•..-omoV ''fili~ 
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PAGE 02 PARIS 13832 J0J7J8Z -r, .-1 ~ 1-> J, .' e.. ,. 
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RtSPECT TO . -PRESS_, MI NU TES, .SECUR l TY AND T f~~~i:,::-;.. E' FOR 
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Tb• Sltuatton ln Czecho■lovakla 
(A■ of 10:X.I. lb'l') 

Lf ________________ /there havo boen •o■e troop 

110veaenta, probably Soviet, ln Eaet Geraany ln th• Czechoalovak 

.lx>rd•r area. 

7~) 1295.8 3.~b) (U >~~Jf1'tMi&....--------------------------,\ 

/ f 1n aouthern East 

Ger■any, Brich Honecker, nwaber two ■an ln th• Ba■t Gttr■an 

party, indicated that troop •oveaonts havo been t1kln1 place 

ln tha't •r••• 
3. Tb• nmtbor of troopa lnvolve4, however, la po■albly 

·••11, 
bo populace ha■ not yot noticed the ■ove■enta. More­

over, no to•porary reatrlcted ar•••• uaually set up to screen 

larse-■cale .. aouver• or troop .avement• have been lapo■ed. 

4. Roneaker ordered ••v•ral diatrict flr■t aecretarl•• 

to· ••nd JHk>Pl• to Csooho■loYakla to advt■• czecboalovak 

eo-uniat partJ ■o■bor■ of the Bast a.run party•• ■upport 

for t'9 .. , and to 190tnt out 1:he t1an,,.r• 1n>1ere11t t.n i,,i•••nt 

£0 12958 3.4 (b ) (1 ) >25Yrs 
(S ) 
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d.evelopnien ts. Honecker repcn-tedly stated thn t one 1nust 

want to aoo whe1n tho Czechoslovnk Communist Party is goinG 

to proclaim a ''etrugglo to put down the counter-revolu­

tionar-y .forces" in tho CSSR. Honeclcor 'e latter remat4ke 

aro similRr to those exproaead in the Polish party's mall\ 

daii"y, Trybuna ~, on 8 May. 

5. In Prague the Czechoslovaks aro continuing to enjoy 

thoir throe doy holiday and there were no observable signR 

of public panic or Alarm. No unusual military activity 

has boon d~tec·tod in Czechoslovakia. 

6. Moscow has aa yot said not a word about the now 

Widespread reports that some of its torcoe hnve been deployed 

toward Czechos1ov~k1n. It s~ems clenr--no inatter how many 

donia-ls may come la ter--thn t the Sov1ots intend tho r _eports 

and rumora- to hnvo their effoct in Prague. In the light 

of the,;o developraents, thero seems little doubt that tlle 

mooting 1n Moscow on Wednesday botweon tho Soviet, Polish, 

Ea,;;t German, Hmignrian and Bulgarian leaders was the aignnl 

!or the lo.unchin,i of this war of ne1·vcs age.inst the Czecho­

Slovalce. Ttle propaganda plny during the last couple ot days 

suggests, howover, thnt the Hungariarsand porhaps tho 

Bulgariats wore · less willing to lend thomsalvee to such a 

tactic than thB others. 

7. Moscow's behavior so tar seams more consistent with 

EO 12958 ~.4(b1 (i)>25Yrs 
(S) 

~hClt~ ...... --___. 
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such a psychological warfare plan than with nn intention to 

movo Soviet forces onto Czechoslovakia territory. If this 

lattor were. intended, wo would havo oxpactad Soviot propa­

ganda to have soundod a rising note.of alarm o~ to have 

begun to prapar·e n Warsaw Pact cover for intervention. 

8. I 

\ 
9. The French i;overnrlent clearly is not treating the 

situation As critical whilo Bonn as of lato last night was 

still analyzing the situation. 

EO" 12958 3. 4 (b) (1) >25Y~s 
(S) 
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Mr. Pl'eaWeat: 

C-et.ut, till• c..W N a taalas pelllt la 
tile MW.U. J:ut. TIie UAR laaa acee,-. talka la 
lllew'TOl'kwWlJan .... 

.. , Is f tlaat fact, wlaat am■ u 11 ... la la 
para. 5: Calre aow ..._.,._et• "lwtrl-•11 .... 
•• a ,-ck,p 4ea1 to N lmplea■.W Tia a time tule. 

We ■ball laaTe a draft lettel' te Na.Mr 11p to 
,.. ..... tba .. y. 

Cab'• 2J70 
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C O ~ R E C T E D C O P Y 

SUBJECT: JARR!~3 MISSION 

4712 

""" __ ..., , .. , .... 

.,. 
1• MOHAi'!ED RIA!l JUST TELEPHONED11GIVE ME SHORT B~IEFING RE 
JARR!~~- ~AY 9 VISIT. I AM 'TO SEE ~OHAMED AT 10·A.M. LOCAL 
TO~O?.?.C':1 AT l•!H!t.=H !I:-!E HE Witt. READ MEMCON AND GIVE ME COPIES 
C~ ~ELEVA~T JOCU~E~TS. . 

2. JARRI~3 YESTE~Dl\Y OFFICIALLY SUB~ITTED '1?>UAR LETTER WHICH 
JORDA~ HAS ACCEPTZD. ISRAEL REPORTEDLY HAS P.ESERV~TIO~S RE 
O~!E _ ?ATil\3:=?A?H. JARRIM~ REFERS TO IT AS HIS LETTER OF r~AY 9, 
1963. 

3. UAR GAV£ HI~ REPLY ON SPOT. UAR LETTER SAYS RE DESIRE 
MEET REPRESE~TATIVE IN NE~YO~K, UAR P~R~REP READY.CONTINUE 
CO~·!TACT3 IN CO~:FOR:~ II.'l...:SC:..R£S0LU.T-I0N--N0V.~~ia.ER_:2.2L:£OB.ta 
r.P-b.E!t: f.~J.'I:A.T:-IO:i . or: .Jl~..SOl..U.l".10.N ... . ,.U6 

4. TJAR FO!J~ I~ ~~FERS TO H!S .PREVIOUS SUGGESTIONS RE 
rI?L~~C~TATIO~ RESOLUTION AND URGES JARRING CONSIDER DRAWING 
U? HIS 0':?'·~ TlHE TASt·E F'OR IMPLE~1ENTATION. THIS EMANATES FROM 
FACT UAR ACCE?TS AND REA!:lY r'!?L£:•1E~T RF.:SOLUTIO~. UAR ASSUR!::S 
JA~~!',3 !TS r: n.tn:GN_ESS COOPERATE WITH Hirtl IN.DISCHARGE. HIS 
TAU~~• 

5.UAR· 'FOlJMlN S~D TO ·J!\R~!.";1 ·P! OP.DER -AVOID A:·13I3UITY: "t-!A~ 
ACC,~PT~ i:, i: 5r,~ 1Jtrn~• "~- A _ 1,JUQ1 1t • 11110 ' . . . . - . ,/ 

. ··- -- · v . ~ ~·- ~ .. n --~ J···· 
_AC~:.,; I .;_ ?J::SOUJ 1 IO!\J AS A P4Ci{AGi;. U~R .ACCEPTS_P.ESOLUTION:. FROPl!i-r 
A - J.O 2; UAR .HAS ;'3Q ?RIOR CONDlTONS. •~..1 

6: ~-~OHA~; o S.!\YS '.!!\R REQUEST THAT J_n8.fUN3- ?RE·PAFfE .. ~TIME--TAl3iJ:l 
n1P.!CA !£:.S UAr.L JlAS. NO PR10i1I TIE_$ ._,t.11\R t·!A n!TA INS ITS ?OS IT ION THAT 
ISRA2l MUST ~ITHDRA~ TO JW!E 5 LI~E A~D UAR WILL NOT SURRE~~ER 
A?.A ~ l. ~ 'J:) T'.l I '='~A.SL. . - · 
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TOP SECRE'f TRINE 

·' 
serve three battalions of e regiment. According to RI.A 

.. . . . . . 

coamunications of -28 .Apr , the battalions· 4'e located 
45 follows: · the 6th talion at: 19-40N W3-16E (UG ·1975), / 

· the 7th Battalion at 9-3UN 103-25E (1.JG .)'467),. and the ./ 
8th Battalion at -29N l03-14E (UG 15)4) • . 

I IL,oQuo- , 2j fo191-f,';s130JZ) .. 
slater SIGINT reveJ"'l.ed the location o the 

Pathet La station identified)Cs serving th~ ·xien Khouang 
Area He quarters as being in the same general a ea··• · Its 
locat n on 9 May was at l9·~33N 103-l 7E (UG 206 , about 
4 northeast of Khang Khay. 

~ 2/G3QR024•68 ~ 091~10Z) (SEOR:M (W.t:S~) 

4. Increased DRV Activity Related to U~S. Strikes 

Beginning in late April a DRV communications 
group, previously associated only with tactical operations/ 
scheduling of flight activity, increased ·its normal daily 
volume (12 messages) of traffic approximately six-fold. Thia 
higher level of ·communications has continued to the present 
and is indicative of a high volume of correspondence 
concerning tactical op;.er~a~t~i~o~n!!S!...]O!!!n:.,£.thell!2. . ..J2iu:l;....J;l~~a..J~~a....---1 Vietnamese Air Force. 

unct on. It is appar , owevei:·, t t plans involving . 
MIG deployments to the southern DRV area were under discussion 
as early as mid-April. The- first firm SIGINT indication 
of an imminent MIG deployment was noted on 27 April when 
a "MIG-17 equipment vehicle" was reported en route to Vinh 
and another location probably in the southern DRV area. 
Subsequently, on 28 April at least two DRV MIG-2ls and 
possibly two DRV MIG~l7's flew from Phuc Yen and Hanoi 
respectively, to Vinh Airfield, with en route stopovers 

-9-
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TOP SECRET TRINE 
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r:t Bai Thuong. Although an interest in Vinh Airfield was 
; ... ,,;,,.: •; ·.~ :- :"~ L\"T as early as January of this year, these 
b-.:·.i .-~.:1.: il s copovers at Ba.i Thuong were among the 

. .. . 
• • ... 

preliminary indicators of possible forthcoming MIG association 
with this location. The two MIG•2l'g had apparently returned 
to Bai Thuong by 3 May, as the Bai Thcng controller w&s noted 
attempting to establish voice contact with them early in the 
morning of that day. No further data ·relating to the &ctual · 
return trip of the MIG-17's has yet beconie available; however, 
the MIG-17 pilots scheduled for the Vinh flight have been noted 
active ·since that time at ·Gia Lam. On 5 and 7 May the tactical­
associated DRV communications network informed Bai Thuong; 
Vinh and an undetermined location (the same mentioned above) 
of the positions ·of three U.S. aircraft carriers in the Gulf 
of Tonkin. · Number, types and times of aircraft taking off 
from t .he carrier were ·· also noted on both dates. This 
facility routinely passed B-52 alerts to the same terminals 
during . the period 15 January ~hrough 26 March; ·however;' 
this represents the first identified relay of "ship-spotting" 
information o,-. this c~DlllUilications group. On 7 May, the two 
MIG-21 pilots which had .flown to Vinh on the 28th, were 
involved in a reaction, staged from B&i Thuong, to U.S. 
strike 4ircraft; one U.S. F4 was downed by the MIGs. On 
8 May, DRV MIG-l7's and MIG-21 1 s flew from bases in the Hanoi 
area to Bai Thuong; shortly after landing, these aircraft 

· opparently returned to thei~ ~espective bases near Hanoi. 
Finally, on.19 May ·ORV MIGs again flew southward - as far as 
18-lON - and we~e &ctive south of Vinh during the same 
time period U.S. strike aircraft were in that area. Although 
only preliminary data is currently available, it appears 
that Bai Thuo~g and Vinh airfields were closely associated 
with this activity. A review of the aforementioned SIGINT 
reflections of DRV air activities, when considered with 
previous levels and types of activities indicates an 
increased DRV concern for U .s. strike activities against 
southern North Vietnam, and connotes aq1'effort to dispatch 
MIG aircraft to areas (Bai Thuong and Vinh) where they 
CAn be more readily employed in tactical situations. 

-10-
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WAl,trN.TOH 

EO 129513A(bJl1)>25Yrs 
ICJ 

Friday, May 10, 1968 - 9:10 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith latest CIA summary on 
Czechoslovakia. 

It looks like a pretty substantial 
show of force with no firm indication 
they intend to cross the Czech border. 

\}9'~ostow 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12~53, s~c. 3.6 

NLTIR4c. OO-.l/.t;1 
By:~ ', NARA, DaL~f:-tl_-.£..1 

EO 12958 Ulb)l1J>25Yrs 
ICI 

TOP iiDGRET'" 
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APPROVED FOR RELEASE 
DATE: OCT 200 2 

CBH'l'ML lNTBLLIGBNCS AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence 

10 May 1968 

INTBLLIGENCE . MBHORANDUM 

Th• Situation in Czechoalovakia 
tL of 1100 A.A. EM'> 

EO 12958 6.l (c ) >25Yrs 

1. 1'here 1• ■ tiil no confirmation of Soviet troop 

mov.Jnent• on the Caecho■ lovak border•· 

2, ~itional soviat_j ______ ___.l•ctivity in 

southeaatern Ea•t Germany probably i~volving element■ 

of th• 20th Guards AXmy ha■ bGen reported, but no large 

troop novement in the area can be confirmed. (USCOB 

3 .4 (b l (l l>Bet!in ha• J,ean raque■t•d_l ___ _,F° arrange c:ollac:tion 

ot ··_l.ow altitude photography of ••lected 20th Ouard• 

Army -installation• in the Berlin area to a■certain if 

th••• Soviet unita have departed home ■ tat1on■.) 

... 
t . 
I 
!·. 

;. : ,. 

•· 

r 

.. r· ... 

! . 

.. 
! 

. . . . 
,. 

1' I 

' , 
EO 12958 3.4 (b ) (1 ) >2 Y~s 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958 C- 2 ~ 

NLJ/.',e ... L "'n. J,,.~ '1 . ...c oo. 4/lt> 
By~ NARA. D.uc ii: -1>~ 
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EO 12958 
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3 . 4 (b ) (l)>25Y r s -2-

3 . 4 (b) 

3 ~ 

(l ) >25Y rs 

Th• l"renoh military attach• 

•tat•• that the soviet armored unit he ob••~ve4 ~vinq 

•.out:h 9t ltrakow on 8 Hay wa• •~1 .. n," l.ndic:a.tintJ • 

move1nent; into po•.ltJ.on rather th•n • 1:e~u.rn from 

nuan•~!'•r•• During travel on 9 Nay, the French air 

attach• in Wanaw •aw Polish armored oarri•r• and 50 

~ther vehicle• moving aouth on th• we•t aid• of the 

Viatula Jllver ■outh of the city. 

·· I ... ------.---------ru•aw report• that "NATO 
EO 12958 3.4(b l ( llltftiiotle■" have concluded that Soviet and Poli■h uni.ta 
(S) . . 

have moved into poeition •• a ■how of tore• rathez:-

than •• an ordinaa:y maneuver. 

thare are rumor• in ~• city 

that the Soviet■ , Pole■ , and Eaat Germana are holding 

maneuver■ at the caech bord~r and that aom• reaerv1at• 
EO 12958 3.4(b)(l ) 25Yrs 
(S l hav~. been notified of an imminent call-up for the 

ffii' SEeft~ .... ___ ____. 

~ 
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·r 
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l . •·. 
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EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 
(S) 

•xe~o1•••· We•tern diplomata and military attach•• 

4pparently are •till oonfined to Waraaw. 
EO 12958 j.4(b) (1)>25Yrs s., (S) 

EO ·12958 3. 4 (b) ( 
(Sl 

l)>25Yrs 6. I 
I 

I 
EO 12958 
(S) 

3.4(bl (1J>25Yrs7• fllere az:e no IL-------------­
significant movement• within or outside the Carpathian 

"1_1it:a,:y DJ.1tdct, / I 
8. Th• Sovica~ pr••• has not reacted a• yet_ ,to the 

r•p~rt• .. of troop movement■ which have appeared in the 

.We•tern pr•••, nor ha• it replayed Polish pre•• attack• 

on alleged "anti-aocialiet"elenent:e in czeohoelovakia. 

The Soviet preaa continuoa to 9ivo ext.naive coverage, 

howewr, to event:• in Czec:hoslov&kia, with ••veral. 
EO 12958 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 
(S) 

I . 

: : . 
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T0PSECK1~ __ __. 
EO 12958 3. 4 (bl ( 1) S'irs 
(S) 

factual report■ on the activitioa of official Soviet 

delegation& which are there for LibBration Day cale­

b~ationa. 1'.h••• delegation■, including a group of high­

ranJcing ··mil.itary tigurea, are apparently continuing 

previou•ly •cheduled ceremonial activities. 

~. In - contra■t to their rec:Gnt open answers to 

.reporter•' questions, ciochoalovak officials were un­

available for comment yeaterday on reports of Soviet 

troop mov•ment& toward thoir borders. Their eva~iveneaa 

was aided by 1:he cloaure of government: offices f9r a 

t:hree-d·ay. holiday on the occasion of the liberation 

annivera~y. Unofficial Czechoslovak hewspapera con­

tinued. to hamme-r away at: the failure of the sovi~.t Union 

fully to endorse Prague•• "•pring revolution," and at 

inimical Polish attitude■• 

lo. The cloaeat thing to an official C.z•c~oalovak 

~olM\a~t came in a "M•aage to the Soviet people" aent 

from th• celebrationa in ~rague. In aubdu•d tone■ , the 

massage reasserted Czechoslovakia's commitment to changes, 

aa outlinad
0

previoualy in the party'• action program. 

%ta pledge of cooperation with the aooialiat countrie■' 

fight ."againet imperiali■m" waa weakly stated and made 

concingent on •con•i■tent realization of the principle 

EO 12 9 5 8 3 • 4 ( b ) ( 1 ) > 2 5 Yrs 
(S) 

TbP S$EHiHl~._ ___ _ 
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fup 
SEO~li~.._ _____ .....J 

-s-

of non-interference in th• internal affair• of indi­

vidual countries." 

11-. The Pol•• h•v• continued their open preaaure 

on the Dubcek nqJ.me, repeatin9 again on 9 May that 

~reviaioniat and anti•aocialiat force■ _■upported by 

imperiall•-t center• ot aubvereion wars trying = u■e 
ah·ange• ·in Csecho•lovuia to unbalance ~• leading ro l:e 

of the Ct>mmuniat party and weaken ti•• between Czecho­

•lovakia and other eooialiat aountrie■." War■aw new■-

papera hinted broadly that it was time the new csecho­

alovak authoriti•• brought auch force■ under control. 

Provincial p&Tty boa• Gierek, who may someday be 

Gomulka'e •ucce•aor, gave a hareh ■peech in th• Czecho­

alov.it border tcn,n of T••in, warning that ■1ogana about 

"democracy, free apaech, and culture" were being u■ed 

by international "imparia~i•t circles" against Communi•m 

in Czechoslovakia. 

12. But German ·leader• sent a completely innoucuoua 

telegranr of congratulaUon• to Prague, I 

EO 12958 3 . 4 (b ) 11 )> 25Yr s 
( S ) 

I 

______ _, 

EO 12958 3 . 4 (b ) ( 1 ) >2 5Yrs 
<'s l 
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13. A Hungarian official, in cont.raet, again 

voiced the regime's approval of Czecho■lovak reforma 

at a Budapeat rally on 9 May, but at the same h• in­

cluded a number of thinly veiled warn.in9■ about. the 

nece•ai.ty for cooperation with the Soviet Union, CBMA 

an« t:he War■aw Pact. De■pite Soviet ~ppreh•n•ion■ 

which were expr•••ed to Marshal Tito la■ t week, the 

Yugo•lav ·Pr••ident sent unu•ually long and effu•iv• 

meaaagaa of con9ratulationa to caochoalovak leadex•. 

EO 12 9 5 8 3 . 4 ( b ) ( 11 > 2 5 Yrs 
(S ) 

TOi' SEe~._ ___ ___. 



Thtaraday, May I, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your &plWOY&l and •tca&t.r• i• a 
brief, warm letter to Mayor Haas Haaeao■ 
of QkelK,r1, Sweclea. 

The mayor wrote to you on April 19 ...:loaiq 
&Dd ~r•liaa a pro-Alllffic.aa article from 
OAe of Swedea'• leadt., aewapapera aDd espre••­
baa hi• beat wi■he• to J'Oll aad you lamily. 

TM mayor occapi•• &ll lmportaat poettioa la 
SwMeL Your letter woald ahow our latereat 
bl cordial relatloaa witb Swedea. 

W. w. Roatow 

U yCM& &ppl'OYe, •• will 
aeed J'OU' aisaatu'e OD 

tbe attached letter ---
Dlaapprcw• ---
Call me 

ERF:mm 



T.._.,- t~ dle ..... __.. 
pr .. 1t;n la ,-u .... el pl'U It • •. , .......... 1.,,.11 ... 

pl• ..... 9W .... . '"' ............ , ,._aa•-lkl••••• 

LBJ:ERF:mm 



UO-OllMATlON 

nu ... r, May,. 1,,1 -,:zs ,.m. 

Herewith a Wenmerilaad "41••t,. 
uckM ~ the JCS ... CDfCPAC, •-,,-tM 
futbr lay KatuaMda aad Nltae, tbat: tile 
ue el COl"JlAM N _. .... te all •pu .. ly 
pap l•e.1 area• la Se th Yletaam. 

WWJlostew:rlD 

w. w. ·••tMr 

aca:sT 

DECLASSI i JED 
!.,.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N L,J _ L.L:----=?~ :-::_ 5 __ , 8' 

By 16:<V ' 



SEGRH. /4DFDRN 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

9MAY6S 

General Westmoreland now is .authorized to employ air-and 
artillery-delivered COFRAM munitions in South Vietnam in and 
-near the demilitarized zone, the· Central Highlands, and in Quang 
Nam and Thua Thien Provinces; and in North Vietnam ·and Laos, 
to include lines of communication in the extended battlefield. 
The Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Sharp and General Westmoreland 
have recommended that the authority to employ these munitions 
be extended to all sparsely populated areas in the _Republic of 
Vietnam. The existing safety rules applicable to South Vietnam 
of strictly controlling all use of COFRAM; limiting artillery impacts 
to observed fires and to counterfires against mortar, recoilless 
rifle, and rocket attacks; but in any case only in are~s known to 
be sparsely populated will continue to be observed. 

The enemy repeatedly has employed mortars, artillery, 
and rockets against US and ·friendly forces and key -installations 
from positions located in sparsely populated areas throughout South 
Vietnam. Enemy targets suitable for exploitation by COFRAM · 
are known to exist in sparsely populated areas other than those 
currently authorized. Listed below and on ihe attached map are 
several examples: 

1. The Do Xa base area within I Corps Tactical Zone. 

2. Military Regions 6 and 10 and enemy base areas 
astride the boundary of II and in Corps. 

3. The "Iron Triangle" and war zones C and D ~nm 
Co1:9ps Tactical Zone. 

4. The Plain of Reeds and the Seven Mountains areas in 
-IV Corps Tactical Zone. 

Secretary Katzenbach and I recommend your approval.· 
~--00-ill-GRA_D_ED_A:_'1'_1_2 -YE-AR~·--i DECLASSIFIED - -t; .J2, .. .1.l 1 ·-L. 

tlft'ERVALS: 1:oT AUTOMATICALLY E.O. 129 ... 8, Sec. 3.6 · 1 •~. ~~~ 
DECLASStFJSD. ·· DOD DIR 5200.10 NLJ 97- 3.;,_7 . . \ ' 

By ce,.. , NARA Date 7-.n-n . · 

- 2843 
-S~R[t lJ.OFOR N Sea D&t Cont Br. X'."'----------

Attachment 



r,tCEIVED 
'lf)TOW 'S OFFICE 

1%8 MAY 9 PM 5 19 



l . \. •· ., . ~~ ,,.i) < ·.>i< • 
. .. \\ < \ . :, . . : ;: .: )-:-\,. - ~~" . .. :" .. Oo · I 'I · · · . •• · ,, • • • ;. . · · · · ( •. .. <J~ ,, I!, !Jt\1d; 

I • 
I 

, . · . . ' . 

. . . ' . 
' •.•. 

. · , ;• 

···.·•-· ··••••· ··.·_ •·••· .·.. ·,~i ... . · .. ·_··. ·••·~-- •·ti: . ;' l?()s:. \:: ··. •·· ·· ...... '. •. :,:::s. H ~ ..• _L~,1 ·. 
. IG'"j .\ -...... ·!CID l .. 
. . ····• .. · ·. ·· .. \l: ·-· ;·.•_.·· ... 1 : '.'..i .::; .. ; ,H;· .;) x,, <. \\ . , · .. -,·•_·'\<<-· .. ·/:: 

. _.7'i,~,\.:_2: tf2:, . ~ :v :_ ·: ; .,-• ·.·.. .·• · . . · . . 
· ·· · : P · .·• ·. V -' ,; · · \ ·• · ·· e QUI ~-11

1
0'1 

' • < ! ' 
\ , • •. ·· . I',· • . 

. . 
. ·. ·: . ; 

. · . . . :: ·. :· .·;--· VJAn<· ·zoN•E· "-'' . . · ._::::·.·.·:: : :.': : ::. \ • . . I \.. 1 .. . • • • •. • .. • •. ;N 

. . ( . ··.: . . . · ... ·.' ~•~:r,R . : ·.. .. .. .· . _. . . ". ·. 
l\... •. . • . . . . z ()'·"· :,, '' . ' . . . .' ' _. '• '<Q ;::// i' .- : ·. • . ·.,;.. ..~.:::;::>·-5 'I I,..·""" r,.l . . ... · '·c' ' : 

,. ' •• ,' • . • ' .... .._, . '[..,,~ 1~ • . &~ '..;;I ~ ~""' . . " •' .. 1.,-'i::_ ✓ · , ', ', ' ' . 
. ,,.. (i: ... ~ .. -3 .. -·~'.'f;P- t~ TUO · -

SEV~N · ; ~ :-...'> PcAIN of 
. /,\OUNrAINS : : _)' REEOS l---r · · ~ . 50 100 

l.-•·ut-----:·J , __ ,..-_:_...,.! 
_STATUTE N\lll:S 

~ l I • 

,. ' ·: . 

,.· . .. . . 

,· 
I • 

--:-

, . 
. . ·':. 



INl"ORMAnON 

Tlau .. a,, MaJ 9, 1961 - 6:ZO J11D 

Till■ cNl Brltl■Ja a,,nl8al el 
tile late•t HLI" pe!Wcal pro1ram. 

ltnfle4's 

-- tu ■ame •JectlYeJ 
•• acaW ••wa la tu llpt of 

tbalr Htltack ■lace Tet. 

w. w. ao■tew 

-CONIIDSN"l'll\L~ 

WWlloatMJ:rla 

c;1 

D~ ,!. :2 ,T~O 
Whit H u:e .. ;•~ J:..:"~ ::r: .. 1 · ~ , -~ • , ,: .. -! · 1 

By,'J , D t t-/-?2-



·cYi':HER/CAT A 

PRIORITY HANOI 

Iill~RAM NUMBF.R 33 

CONPJF,,.,QI 141. l'ASTILLF;, 

-----......... -.. .._.. 

IQ FOREIGN QfflCE 

10 APRIL 1968_ 

7'20RF.SSEO TO FOREIGN OFFICE TF,Lc NO, )J OF 10 APRIL REPEATEO FOR 
, 4 I - I '"'~~t~ J ~ • 

INFORHA TI OH UNNUH3ERED TCi WASH ltiQ TON, \!;oscot, PEK I NQ, SA I QON, 

?OLAD SINGAPORE TOK)'O AND KUALA LUMPUR. 

1-~J~l l .FE.S.T.O .. OF, . . THE.:.. ALLIANCE:-~Of_ HA !l.OJ~Al;;._F.ORC.ES::OF"..:.VJ.E..T.NAK. ·· ~ 

NOV THAT THE MANIFESTO ANO THE ACCOl•:PANYING OOCUMENTS ·ON THE 

FOUNDING CONFERENCE ON THE ALLIANCE HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED BOTH 

·1,N THE VERNACULA~ ANO IN FORE IQN ~ANGUA"ES THERE IS NO NEED TO 

BURDEN THE ETHER WITH REPETITION OF THE TEXTS MOREOVER THERE 

IS STILL NO HARO INFORMATIOl~ AVAILABLE HERE ON THE ATTITUDE OF 

THE ORV TO THIS NEW MANIFESTATION OF FRONT ACTIVITY. 

2. UNTIL APRIL 30TH THE ORV HAO STILL MADE NO PUBLlc ·coMMENT ON 

THE MANIFESTO ALTHOUGH· IT \JAS ADOPTED ON APRIL 20 ANO 21ST, ANO 

.• 

FULL TEXTS i-JERE PUBLISHED IN THE PRESS • . FOR SOME REASON THE 

Te:x-rs WERE QIVEN TO SELECTED FOREIQN MISSIONS ON FRIDAY APRIL 26TH 

BUT NOT TO JHE FOREIGN PRESS • . ALL OF THIS APPEARS TO ADO UP TO 

~~ ... QTUR_E:-_.P.F- nJC.DRY_...BJ:.IN.G-13.EHl.ND . .. T1r;iE __ GA.MUl'L~.OME.._WA.Y .-,-OR­

EXCESS l VEL y ·A_J~X lo.us ~-No·t-=ro·- sEEw·PR I V'f .. -TO- -T-HE- OALL.I ANC.E..-P.l-A.NS • 
.... - -·--··· . -

3. Tii.E.:::.NLF..:.:J::IAS.=.B.EEN.:...LESS.:.:CA.trr I_OlJS. HAY I NG STUD I ED THE DOCUMENT 

IN RELAilON TO THE 1967 PROGRAMME OF THE NLF, ANO OISdUSSEO IT 

WITH BOTH SOCIAl .. lST AN_O OTHER DIPLOMATS, I OFFER THE FOLLOWIN~ 
I 

I liMF.D I ATE REACTIONS, CCNSC I OIJS OF THE. SHORTCOM l N"S OF MY LOCAL 

RESEARCH RESOURCES, AND PARTICULARLY OF A LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
PERSONAL l TI ES NAMED AS LEADERS • . .. 

AS SF.l~N FR.OH HERE 

.A> T!~_EW_J~~NJ_f.£.SI.0.:...S.EEl1S_ '[°:_8r: .. -I N- ;THE-- MA IN .. ~~~..:.~~.:.:..T~E J)~O , 

~ ROGRl\tlHE-SHORN-·OF···-THE·-ANT 1-u. s.:.:...v.I.T.UPE:RA T J.ON ... At'O_REP.eT l .T.LVE.·.:~/\R~N.· 
r-·-·· . . . 

e_L1 .. ___ TJ~.E ... WORDS - USF:0-.::.1 N--THE . NE.w .. :_Pi~.O.~RAHME . . A~P.EAR ., l N ___ THE _oc.o~:J?U'.f:_ TH.ERE 

1$ __ ~_f:;$S .. EgPHASl $ . ON -LAND R:;::=·onM ANO CLASS WARFARE,-AS--·-WELL ... AS .. LES$1 

J:i/\!5ED HA'rR!:O ot-· THE .u.s . ... ANO THE --SAIGOI~ ~OVERNM~NT:~-~--~:t. 
CHA 17C1~RY GJ~HJ;;Ht\L 
c11iii·tc5i::i~:E:ciTon· 1 a> 
h05: CH~!: ap .~t(2.~~-FJ.~i.!~f£)i'!!s _, 

DECLASSIFIED 
. E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ . 17- 3 3 I . 
By k<&:' , NARADate 3 ... 1,-1, 

·\',RESERVATION COPV 
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B) THEP.E SEEMS 'fO BE ~REATC:R EMPHASIS 1 N THE NE\iJ OOCUI-:E!ff 0I~ THE . --, 

NE:ED '.FOR TIME IN r•:OVJM~ TO~ARD Rl~Ur~IFlCATJOr~~ THIS ECHOES A 

?O I NT FREQUENTLY l'iADE BY ORV J·i IN I ST!;;RS 1 N RECENT flONTHS 1 N ?R 1 VA TE. 

THE MANIFESTO ALSO REf'LECTS RECENT ORV MlNlSTEP.lAL INTEREST IN 

FOREJ~N RELATIONS ~JTH ALL~OUNTRJES . JRRESPECTIVE OF POLITJCAL 

SYSTEM. 

C) J·f'l.7.(;ENERAL: TH 1 s-1 s-:-.,Hrr-n:xr.uRE:-:-As:-st::FOR.E :'. lN .·R.EDVCED" FORM,7iNCY 

fN:-.ttl LDER- coLou'Rs":-- .? 

0) l T SEEMS THAT THE ALL I ANCE, \:JH I CH AP_PEARS TO BE A LO~ I CAL 

EXT~NSION OF THE VARIOUS POPULAR ALLIANCES WHJCH HAVE BEEN 

DESCRIBED IN THE SOUTH AFTER THE BEGJNNJN~ OF THE TET OFFENSIVE • 

I ~E-~1-~~ ~0::-~R.QJ:1:0.E:-:A-:':THt Ntr.l>TS(~Urs~·oFR ONT FORTH"E:::NLF-.:-1 

.l~~~_E_'.'""~9-rT,:A._K§. .... ~-3 ~E.\tl_J-N1IJA ii ve:-.: 1 N ·. FORM:1 NG-:-~k-COAL l·T· I ·O)'J. 

4. OF THE PERSONALITIES NAMED TO LEAD THE . ALLIANCE ONLY THE 

CHAIRMAN TRINH AND ot~E OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARIES, \:JRJTER THAN 

N~HJJARE FAMILIAR TO MY LOCAL VIETNAMESE CONTACTS. I PRESUME: 

'fHA T TH!-: UNNAMED PERS,-,NS Rf~FERREO TO l N THE COMMUN 1 QUE ARE 

NON EX I STENT OR UNDER COVEij .1 N NOl~ L l BERATED TERR 1 TORY, OR 

MEMBERS OF THE NLF OR OF THE REVOLU'f 1 Ol~ARY PARTY. IN HANOI THe 

FCREIQN OBSERVERS SEE THE PERSONALITIES OF THE' ALLIANCE RATHER 

THAN I TS FAM 1 L 1 AR ANO J NNOCUOUS SOUND I NQ .PROGRAl~IME AS- THE CRUC J At. 

PART OF THE ALLIANCE. 

: 5·. E:REStii-tkStY"P"".T,H~·i-::;:i:f:il::0Jlli.\Jff;·:.O~Yf;:~Qe.J.-i:E.N:C::SO.::.F:AR=Ts.::::1HA r::-~~-
T~J.JLE°,:=!i~:§::-ACCEel'.EO=:T.li~--:OQQJJ.~~~aN!:..:.WJi:t.Cli::DOWNGRAOES=.THE :N,J;f:f R~t~ 

• • • I . 

I ~~JiliQiJ~.l;.:Y.=CL'"A:n~EW-P-OS:l:f:l.ON.: As::.THE::soLE::,:V.O:l'.CE=ANO.:-;, . • . / .. 

~MESE-N:'f.AT.l~V-E=Or=:l-HE=SOUTH=ra.; .. TH.~\f~-OF-,.-A-, P-AR-TJ!gR-.7 

FO PASS PASTILLE U/N TO WASH l NQTON •. 

SOSFA 

C.,ROUPS 5 ;0 . 

SElff , .. -r 06/_1a ;1 z· BGA 



Tharaday, May 9, 1968 -- &:tiO PM 

Mr. Pre■ldent: 

Attached, for your approval, 
l• a warm birthday me■■aa• to Pre■l­
dent Ayub of Pakl■tan. He will be 61 
on May 14. 

Approve_ 

Dlaapprove -
Call me --

EKHfW.lVM/vmr 

W. W. Roatow 



PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT A YUB OF PAKISTAN 

Dear Mr. Prealdent: 

Lady Bird and I aend warmeat peraoA&l r•1arda to you on 

y011r birtllclay. Your recovery from your recent lllD••• la ample 

rea■on for celebration, not only in Pakiatan but wherever men 

honor couraae and ■tate■ma.nahlp. We join your mlWona of Irle.ad■ 

around the world ln wl■hln1 you many happy returna. 

You wUl alway■ Jaave a apeclal place in American heart■, 

Mr. Pre■ident. May our path■ ■oon cro■■ a1aiD. 

Sincerely, 

State /EKH 1vmr 



INFOllMA T10N 

TeP ISCal:T i&DU: 

ftu ... , . ... , ,. 19'1 
,,oo ,. .. 

CIA'• 1:08 p. m. ••••••m.■t la 
nlatlftlJ nuev&aa .. Cuclleelenlda. 

TlleJ ..... Swlet aw.•••• pr•••ue 
•• aet a 4eclalea to mwe. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ I If.AL oo -L/1> z: 
By~ NARA, Cite •ll-£>1 

TOP acazT Tlt:Dm ► 

WWJloatow:rla 

LJ J 



Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 

= 9:8P8~□ 

9 May 1968 

. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
DiroctorRto 0£ Intel!igonce 

9 May 1968 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

.Tho Situation in Czochoslovakia 
(As 0£ 5:oO P.M. llDT) 

1. Tho· movoment ot Soviot troops toward Czecho­

slovakia is unconfirmot\. Novertheloss, we bolievo Moscow 

zn~y maJce somo show of force designed to · 1nti111ida to 

anti-Soviet o1omonts in Prague. Rumo~a and unconfirmod 

reports of troop movomonts in Poland .continued to bo 

r.eceivo~ and some hnve o.lrendy boco111e public and pre-

_su11t11bly havo roa.obed Prnguo. Noither Praguo nor Moscow 

however., has directly commontod on tho current situation. ~~5)(-1 D---_...,_ j 
2. As. of 1545 bo\trs, a..l ____________ _ 

..----,!·no ~~gnifica~t doployments of Soviet ground forcos 

in·Bast Europo or within tho western :vssa. I 

I We would oxpoct to see all of theso L------------' 
·things it tho . Sov1ots- soriously intondod to intervene. 

~TOP RBCW>r □ 

Approved For Release 2004/03/12 : NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 

SANITIZED 
• '1,1.- 0 "\ fl., 

~- NARA, Date I~ -z.-o ') 

. ·. 

1 

1 

• 



Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 
~ ~ 

j))P iEeftn"T ... I __ _ 
· 3 !t • •• Some probab-ly circuMto.utial 1nformnt1on 1Uls 

.bec·omo ~v·ai.lablo. I 

fl5X.1l?'-1 

. 
~5X10 l 

=~5X~,0-. ----L---4~~-:I:n-.. :ez:• e~c:h~o~s:l~o:v:al:d.~a7·,----:t:h~o:r~o~·1~s=---=n~o--=o:v~1d:e~ncG of 

any u11usi.,a1· 1ni';·1tn·r.y activity. I J __:...____;__ _ ____;___~ _ _.;..._--1...-___ -----, 

'.l'ho.1·e is no indication that any Czocl\oslovak 

units hnve been placod on a.11 alert sta-tus. 

5~ Rostriotions on tho travol of journalists and 

diploma ts· in tVarsaw havo fod rumors that Soviot troops 

aro pnssi11g th1·ough Poland toward Czoohoslovak1n. 

. ~5X1D 

.-,--

I ~~,c 

L---------------------
TOP SECRET□ 

-2-

Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-~ 



~5X1D 

~5X1.D 

.Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 -
!QP s;ea!r ... l ___ _, 

loavin({ Warsaw dtu•ing the afte1•11oon of 9 May. At the 

same .~1me, tho ~olish press has continued to express 

its !'anxiety and concerl\" over the work ot Czechoslovak 
0

"reactio11a.l"y antisocin.11st forces supported from tho 

outside•," aimed at udividing Czochoslovakia from the 

·brotherly socialist countri.os. 11 

ThesG 

aro ·aroas where Soviet troops are stationod or where 

tl1ey Dl1Ght , _pass through Poland if they were heading 

West •. 

. 1. The Soviots probably hope that they can make 

their poi11t in _P.raguo by tho moro show of roadinoss to 

intorvane. Tho Soviets ore not_ likely to .JUake more 

than a displny of force without a call tor help from 

somo segmont of tha Czechoslovaltian CofflJllunist party. 

O?ortty at loast, they havo (lone littlo to sot tho sta;o 

for nn -actual .intorvontion, such as nn announcement ot 

maneuvers undoJ: tl10 Wnrsaw Pact. Thero has been a 

loosoning· up . of Soviet press. and radio c·ovoragc, on 

Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 

1 



.Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 

Czechoslovaltia, but so far this gives 1to good guida11ce 

on tl1eir intel\tions. Thoy havo today g1·eatly i1tcroasod 

their broadcast hours iu Czoc~iovak"l:::::::f, but the 

content of tho broadcasts has 11ot boau exceptional thus 

far. 

s. A Czochoslovttlt .b1•oi::·dcast on 9 May i11dicatos 

tba t !nfo1.·mad ci1•cle1i in Prague aro feali1,g • pressure. 

Tho comm.onta.tor plonded with 11.tore1gn l1stGners" to 

allow-Czechoslovnkia to build its new soc1oty, and 

added that "t.bG future daponds on how !:roely we ma.ke 

ou1• .doc.isions at home, how tolerant ou1· allies Will 1:)e •••• 

Bu.t fo1· Qo-~'s sake lot us not l1avo oven au imp11ca.t1on 

of a ropetiti<;>n .of .the tragic history ot tlle reclt01,1ng 

of Yugo~lavta 01• parllaps· oven tha.t o! Budapest of 1906 •••• 

WB would lilce to CQmn\emora te ou1.· 50~11 anni versa.ry (as 

a r&pu~lic) ••.• not· as a safe i,awn 01· dominate<l by a. 

foreign_ sec,1:'Gt po.lice •••• For this 1•ea_so11 I want very 

mncll ·my· words to travel beyond tlle frontiers of our 

count1·y. 11
• Th.o. · te.1101• of this broadcast, which was 

beamea about 3:00 P.M. EO? suggests tbat up to then 

no Soviot- t~oops ·had orossed tho bordG~. 

. ·---·----
-, · .:::::-::-.".'.::"".~'. · ~- __ .. - ·•·. Approved For Release 2004/03/12 : NLJ-141-022-1-16-6 : 

r-
__ ...i 



FJ C 1/ 0 d 

Attac}aad, flw I!!!' ae,r.-1, le a 
propoaed fu...U meaaa1• to Prime 
Mlalater Ram1 .. 1am of Mauitlu. He 
leayea tomorrow afteraoon from Dullea. 

W. W. lloatcnv 

App.,.,.. ____ _ 

Dl.aapp&'..,. ----
Callrne ----

Attaclled: File 1480 

WWR:EKH:RM:lw 



P!"fP!Hd Mnaaae to Prime Mlal•ter 
Ram1oelam ef Mavlt!u 

Dear Ml'. Prime Mlalater: 

1 wry mull eaJoyed our talk yeatffday after-. 

It waa pCNi to have ycMl1' tbRpt&l vlew• on the cballna•• 

facla& your new natlea aDcl the world. Mauritius can 

depeacl oa Amarica' ■ tlrm frieadablp a■ •Jae atrivae to 

build a pre■perou alld ■table ladepelMleac:e. 

My bat wlalle■ for a •af• aad plMaaat jcnU'aey bome. 

Wltll warm per■-J npa'da. 

Slacerely. 



nu ... y. May ,. 19'1 
4:11 p.m. 

Mr. Pn•Weat: 

llenwltla a laclil, maaly TY 
talk~ TIiie-. 

w. w . ....... 

8ala•Z611s. i aeet•• 

wwa .. tow:rla 

OECIJ.'"'\.# Fl'= 
House Guide,inas, F b. 24, 1983 

~~- , NARA, Oa e 4.-/ f'-2-
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L 03,NSAE 00,NSC 1°0,? 04,RSC ~1,S? 02,ss 20,AID 28,ACDA 16,IO 13, 
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r~ AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
ro SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2331 
INFO AMEMBASSY SANGKOK PRIORITY 
CINCPAC 
!\~CONSUL DANANG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMB~SSY VIENTIANE 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2/iAIGON 2685-;J 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

PAR IS FOR VIET-NAM M ISSI.ON 

SUB: .PRESIDENT THIEU SPEECH TO NATION . . 

1. PRESIDE.JT THIEU DELIVERED 45-MINUTE TELEVISED SPEECH TO THE 
NATIO~ EVZNI~G MAY 9. FOLLOWlNG IS SU~MARY OF PRESIDENT•s 
REMARK CFULL TEXT WILL FOLLOW, BY FBIS>: 

2.· THIEU FIRST REVIEWED EVENTS OF PAST WEEKi NOTING THAT ALLJES 
HAVE INFLICTED HEAVY. CASUALTI£S ON VC, BUT rHAT DAMAGE AND 
SUFFERING CAUSED BY VC HAS AL.SO BEEN CONSIDERABLE • . FOR EXAMPLE, 
~~,~00 ADDITIONAL REFUGEES HAVE BEEN ~ENERATED. AS AT TET, 
GOVERNMENT HAS DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ASSIT VICTIMS. 

3 • . HO\•EVER, CURRENT VC ATTACKS DIFFER SIG .lIFICANTLY FROM 
THOSE AT TET. VC ARE WEAKEN N0°W, AND DID N.OT ENJOY ELEMENT OF 
SURPIRISE. VC ARE lQNETHELESS ABLE TO CARRY our SABOTAGE, 
A~D HAVE RESORTED TO ASSASSINATION AND INDISCRIMINATE $HELLING. 
LT ADDITimJ, POLITICAL ACTIVITY HAS BEEN HEAVILY EMPHASIZED. 
MANY COMMUNIST CADRES HAVE BEEN OPERATING, PRIMARY PURPOSE 

sl~ 
~ 
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BE I~G TOSOCST SO-CALLED "ALLIA NCE FO R PEA CE A.'9 DP !OCRACY ." 

4. BEFORE T~T, co -m u. ISTS I lAG I Nz:.D Tl AT THE Y COULD WI 1 A 
.,IL IT ARY V ICTO P. Y IN P~E PAT?AT IO N FO R ;, E30T IA T ro.~s . INST EAD THZ Y 
\•ERE HEAVILY DErEATED. THEY MEEDED ·TI.~ £ TO LICK TH~IR womrns 
ANO CO NSOLIDATE THEI R FORCES . GV N A 1D ALLIES , DI SPLAY L!G 3009 
~ILL, INSTIT UTED PA RtIAL HALT Il 30 ~SI JG OF . ORTH VI ET-~A M. 
HANOI HAS SU3SSQtlE.1TLY SHO WN THAT IT DO ES NOT SI ; c::;RELY DES I RE 
PEACE. HANOI O LY W~NTED TIME, ENOUGH TL E TO ST REN GTHEJ 
THE~SELVES AFTER THEIR TET DEFEAT. ONLY AFTER REGAI NING 
THE IR STRENGTH DID THE Y AGREE TO TALK. tJ ILLI.?GNESS TO .1EET 
AT PARIS C~ME A90UT ONLY AFTER LONG DELAY, WHIC H THEY USED TO 
RE9UILD THEIR FORCES. . 

5. HOWEVER, COMPA RED TO TET, CURRENT SERIES QF ATTACKS ARE 
INSIGNIFICANT. lAJOR VC .UNITS WERE NOT ABLE TO ENTER CITY. 
THEY HAVE BEEN SURROUNDED ON OUTSKIRSTS AND ARE BEING A, NI­
HILATED. THEIR LOSSES, AS AT TET, ARE HEA VY. 

6. THIEU THEN EXPRESSED HIS SINCERE C0 .1GRATIJLATIO N FOR EXCELLENT 
PERFOR!'1ANCE DE~ONST. ATED HJ PAST DAYS BY ARV.1, RF/PF :MJD . 
POL ICE, HE ALSO CO NGRATUAL TEO TH2 PEOPL~, FOR .T:iE IR COURAGZ, 
THEIR CALM, AND THEl ~ TOTAL UNW ILLI NG~ESS TO COOPERATE WITH VC, 
t.TUST AS DURING TET. HE NOTE:D THAT SINCE. TET, PEOPLE HAVt 
REJECTED NUMEROUS SLANDISH~ENTS FROM VCr I !CLUDI NG tHAT 
REPRESE.JTED SY " ALLIA NCE FOR PEACE A D DEMOCRACY." 

7. PARIS TALKS ARE ABOUT TO BEGIN, NOTED TH!EU. HE EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT DURI ~G THOSE TALKS HANOI. WILL FACE THE TRUTH; VC 
LOSSES HAVE BEEN HEAVY, SOUTH VIETNAMESE STRENGTH- BOTH 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY-IS UNDIMINISHED. THE FACT THAT GVN 
HAS -APPROVED OF THE TALK

0

S DOES NOT MEAN ·THAT IT IS READY TO 
ACCEPT EVERYTHING DEMANDED BY HANOI, SUCH AS UNCONDITIO~AL 
CE~SATION OF 90~BING IN . NORTH. GVN POSITION CTOWAP.0 NEGOTIATIONS 
AN~ PEACE> REMAINS U~CHANGED, AS DOES THAT OF ALLIES. GVN 
POSITION HAS BEEN MADE CLEAR TO ALLIES AT PARIS, JUST AS IT HAS 
IN SPEECHES TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

8. HANOI•S DEMAND FOR 100 PERCENT HALT I N BO~BiNG IS UNACCEP­
TABLE AS LO NG AS ·THEIR INFILTRATION CO NTI NUES UNABATED. GV N 
REMAINS DETERMINED NOT TO NEGOTIATE WITH NLF. THIEU EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT ALLIES ' WILL NOT ACCEPT UNFAVORA~LE. PSOTIONS IN PARIS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TALKS, SUCH AS STOPPI NG BO~BING I N NbRTH A~O ACC EPTI NG HA ~OI 
VIEW OF WAR AS A~ IN INTERNAL MATTER, OR FORMING GVN TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH NLF. REP U3LIC OF VIST-NA~ WIL~ ~OT CEDE ONE FOOT OF G~OU~9 
TO COM~ UNISTS, SAID THIEU. NOR WILL IT ACC ZPT COALITION 
~8lt¥1;1rl~rf¥~1~~R~f~EII¥~NI~it~ ~~v~~G;fif~~ Ii f r ~L~rAisAA N 

EQUAL. . 

9. ~A NOI SHOULD AD~IT .THAT NLF IS O~LY THE IR TOOL. HAN OI ~UST 
REALIZE THAT FtRM AND GUARANTEED PEACE FO R BOT H·VIET- 1A~•s 
CA~ CO~E ONLY WHEN THEY RECOGNIZE THAT SOLE LEGITIMATE INTERLOCUTOR 
FOR SOUTH VIETNA~ IS LEGAL AND REPRESENTATIV~ GOVE RNM ENT OF · 
SOUTH VIET-NAM. THIEU HOPED THAT CO MM UNISTS WOULD NOT UtJDER­
ESTI~ATE STREN~TH OF SOUTH VIETNA~ , ~OT MISINTERPRET THE PROCESS 
OF DEMOCRACY IN UMIT ED STATES. THEY MUST NOT BELIEVE THAT THEIR ,-,rs OF SAVAGERY 'JIILL SAP THE . STRENGTH OF ·vrETNAMESE 
PEOPLE OR DETER~INATION OF US AND ALLIES. 

10. THIEU SAID THAT HA~OI MAY IN FACT RECOG NIZE WEAKNESS OF 
POSITION. CO~M UNISTS KNOW THEY CANNOT OVERTHROW GVN, AND THAT 
THEY CA~NOT WI N A MAJOR VICTORY IN STYLE OF DIEN BIEN PHU. 
C0~?\1 UNISTS MU.ST K~l01:J THAT " t•1AY 1963 IS QUITE DIFFERENT THAN- MAY 
1954. POLITICAL SITUATION, BOTH INTERNALLY AND INTER~ATIONALLY 
IS DIFFERENT THAN I N 1954. STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION OF GV N 
AND ALLIES IS TOTALLY DIFFERENT THAN IN 1954. HOPEFULLY, 
SAID THIEU, HANOI WILL RECOGNIZE FALSITY OF REPORTS !T RECEIVES 
FROM ITS OPERATIVES IN SOUTH. · HOWEV ER, EVEN THOUGH FORCED TO 
NEGOTIATE, HANOI WILL CONTINUE TO LOOK FOR OPPORTUNIT!'ES ·to 

. ACHIEVE MILITARY . VICTORIES AND WILL CONTINUE ITS SABOTAGE AND 
TERRORISTIC ACTIVITIES. COMMUNIST PLOTS, HOWEVER, ~JILL . 
NEVEP. SUCCEED. 
BU~KER 

UNCLASSIFIED . . 
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11. WE MUST CARRY 0~ VIGQROl}Sl:.Y, SAID THIEU. MILITARILY, 
SINCE TET GV AND ALLIES HAVE COUNTERATTACKED WITH STRENGTH, 
A1D ARE CONTINUING ~ODO SO. GVN HAS RiOCCUPIED COUNTRYSIDE, 
PROTECTED CITIES AND INFLICTED HEAVY LOSS SON VC. WE ARE 
DETERMI~ED TO P.ETAIN MILITARY INITIATIVE. THIEU NOTED THAT HE 
PRESENTED PLAN FOR GENERAL MOBil.lZATIO,I TO NATIONAL A~SEMBLY 
EXACTLY ONE MONTH AGO. HE APPLAUDED L.OWE R HOUSl:: FOR HAVING 
UNA!"'! INOUSLY APPROVED GENERAL MOBILIZATION IN P1UN.CIPLE. THIEU 
SAID tHAT 0~ ~AY 8 HE MET WITH CHAIR ~AN OF UPPER AND LOWER 
HOUSES TO DISCUSS URGENT MILITARYREQUIREMENT AND REQUEST 
S?EEDY ASSE~9LY APPROVED OF MOBLIZATION BILL. HE HOPED THAT 
IN ADDITION TO FAST ACTION ON BILL, ASSE:lSLY WOULD CONSIDER 
3ILL AND COM?LEXITIES l~VOLVED IN ITS IMPLEMENTATION "REALIS­
TICIALLY." THIEU NOTED THAT RESPONSIBILITY OF GVN IS HEAVY, AND 
THAT ASSEMBLY AND GV~ SHAVE A JOINT RESPONSIBILITY BEFORE 
THE PEOPLE. HE PLEDGED MAXIMUM' EFFORT TO CARRY OUT HIS RESPO~S1-
BILITIES, AND HOPED ASSEMBLY WOULD RESPOND ACCORDINGLY. 

J¥·Tt~:I~l8M:~y~AQ~I~EttlsfH•rMCHfrr; ije;NisDfkftTft~tBSAfHflT~'ERE 
RECE~TLY VC HAVE INITIATEO A NEW PLOY IN FORM OF ~CELklARE 
FOR PEACE AND DEMORARY," AND ARE CONTINUING TO. FORMENT 

' , 

. UNCLASSIFIED 
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POLITICAL PLOTS. 

13. IN ORDER TO PRi ~ERVE POLITIC.~L ORDER AllD SECUR ITY, 5A ID THI EU , 
CIVIL AND ULITARY AGE .1CI ES AT ALL LEVELS OF GOV ER'l:1E~T HAVE 
BEEN INTENDED TO DEAL FO RCEFULLY dITH ANY D£1 ONSTRATIO S 
.ORG ANIZED BY THESE "PHONY COALITIOl GROUPS." PEOPLE ~UST 
NOT PARTICIPf\TE H! .!\NY SUCH ACTIVITY. POLICE AND M, ILITA RY 
U!'JITS WILL USE FO ::?Ct IF NECESSARY TO PRE SENT ANY DEMO~!STRA TIO '.~ 
FROM GETTI~G OUT OF BRAND. NLF HAS RECE~ TLY BEEN ~ISTRISUTI NG 
?A~?HLETS TOUTI~3 "ALLIANCE", URG I . G P~OPLE TO BETRAY 
GOVER, t-!ENT AND PRO~ ! S I .JG THE J SHOVE OF SPOILS OF VI CT ORY. 
vc WILL NEVER ACHIEvt· vICTORY; PEOPLE UST BE ON GROUND. 
THIEUCALLED ON ~ILITARY A!D CIVIL SERVAN TS TO EXPLAIN TO PEOPLE 
DANG ERS PRESEN TED BY VC POLITICAL PROSELYTI !G. HE ASKED 
PEOPLE TO MA I~TAI~RESPONSISLE ATTITUDE A~D BEW ARE OF ADVOCATES 
OFFALS~ PEACE. . 

14. THIEU ALSO APPEALED TO CIVIL SERVA NTS TO MA~E 
EV£N GREATER RAI SACRIFICES FOR NATIO NALIST CAUSE; THEY SHOUL9 BE 
P~EPA RED TO LIVE I .J THEIR OFFICES AND WORK AROmm · THE CLOCX 
IF NECESSARY. CIVIL SERVA NTS SHULD ALSO TAKE LEAD IN PARTtCIPATIO 
I~ PEOPLES SELF-DEFEN SE· OP.3ANIZATIO NS WHEN GENERAL MOBILI.ZATION 
IS- ?RO~ULGATED. THI EU NOTt:D AT THIS POUT! THAT HE HAVE SIG NED 
DECREE GIVING VICE PRE SIDENT KY RESPONSIBILITY FOR PEOPLE' S 
SELF-DEFENSE ORGA NIZATION. HE ADDED THAT VICE PRESIDENT WOULD 
BE SPEAKING TO PEOPLE ON THIS SUBJECT IN CO~I NG DAYS. 

15. THIZU STRESSED THAT REPUBLIC· OF VIET-NA~ MUST STRE~GTHEN 
ITS WAR EFFORT IN ORDER TO PROTECT IT S POSITION I N NE GOTATIO NS . 
WE MUST AVOID SETTLEMENTS SUCH AS . THP.T IN LAOS., GV.~ IN DETER:1IN~D 
TO CONTI .)UZ ~ ILITARY EFFORT, A.JD WILL NOT SUR REN DER 
IN NEGOTI ATION AS CO. ~U~ISTS HOPE. THIS WILL R£GIME CONTI ~UED 
SACRIFICES BY SOLIDERS· AND ·PEOPLE IN REAR. PEO PLES' SAN !FIRES 
HAVE ALREA9 Y BEEN ~ANY, SAID THIEU, BUT ONLY BY ADDITIONED 
SACRIFICE CAN TRUE PEACE IN FREEDO 3~ ACHI EVED. 

. . \ 

15. GOV iRN Et T RECOG NIZES THESE SACRIFICES AND RE CO GN IZES . 
THAT IT .BEARS HE AVIEST RESPO NSIBILITY. ·FOR THIS REASON, 
AS WE APPROVED THIS IMPORTANT POI NT IN HISTOR~, GOVER N~ ENT IS 
DETER 1INEO TO CA RR Y FORWARD PROGRAMS PRE SENTED TO PEOPLE AND 
ELECTIO~J TIME. AD 11!.JISTRATIVE REFOR:-1 , ANTI-CORR UPTION CAMPAIGN 
AND CREATION OF A JOINT SOCIETY WILL BE PURSUED REGARDLESS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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OF DIFFICULTIES. ADMINISTRATIVE MACHI~ERY, IN BOTH ORGA NIZATION A~D 
PERSONNEL,. WILL BE REFORMED TO SERVE PEOPLE SETTER. THIS 
REORGAN IZAT IO:~ ttJILL P~COtJNTER MA:-JY OBSTACLES' INCLUG D!G I~lTE RN AL 
PROBLEMS CANCEL BY A FEW PEOPLE OF EXCESSIVE AMB ITION A~D A~OUR 
PP.OPRE. HOWEVER, WITH SUPPORT Or THE PEOPLE, THESE WILL BE 
OVERCOME. THIS NOTED THAT HE NEVER EXPECTED PRESIDENCY TO 
BE EASY. HO WEVER, "I DID . NOT WANT THE JO B JUST FOR SAKE 
OF BEING PRESIDENT," BUT RATHER TO SACRIFICE AND ACCO~PLI SH 
SOMETHING FOR PEOPLE. ANTI-CORRUPTION CA ~PAIGN WILL ALSO 
INVOLVE tANY DIFFICULTIES, AND IN THIS ALSO SUPPORT OF PfOPLE 
IS ESSENTIAL. 

17. IN CLOSIN~ THIEU EXPRESSED HOPE 'THAT !N HIS ~EXT ADDRESS 
TO NATION, "PROBABLY NEXT WEEK," HE WOULD B£ ABLE TO SPEAK TO 
PEOPLE ON SUBJECT OF "REORGANIZING" THE GOVERNMENT. 
BUNKER 

UNCLASSIFIED .. •. 



INFORMATION 

Thursday, May 9, 1968 -/./-:~ 17m 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your 5:00 p. m. meeting with Prime Minister Thanom 

By all indications the Thal visit la going extraordinarily well. You covered 
yeaterday all of the ground that we hoped to cover with Thanom. I think the 
5:00 p. m. meeting today can be brief. The only item of formal business 
left b the approval of the Joint communique. The final Teralon, approved 
by both aides, la attached. The only Thal change was to add a final para­
graph of appreciation for their warm reception. 

In addition to form.al approval of the communlque, you might do the follow­
ing three things at the 5:00 p. m. meeting: 

1. -- briefly express your pleasure at: 

the reaffirmation of the Thai intent to send a division 
to Vietnam. 

the encouraging Thal response to our Balance of Pay­
ments problem•. 

continued Thai leader ■hlp in developing effective regional 
in■tltutions in Thailand. 

z. aay that we are working on the Opening Statement for our dele-
gation in Paris and will proYide the Prime Minhter with a copy as soon 
aa the drafting processes are completed. 

- - you might make ■pecial mention that we are taking the position 
that whatever arrangement& are made for peace in Asia should be 
monitored by Asian states them■elves. You could say thatlhis position 
stems directly from a apeech made by Foreign Minister Thanat in which 
he pointed out the unde sirablllty of leaving the ■ecurlty of Asia to non­
A■lan powers with only a secondary interest in the matter. We were 
impressed by that speech. We agree with it. We hope the Thai will 
take the lead in approaching Indonesia and Japan about the necessity 
for Asian ■tates playing the tole of monitoring in the future. You might 
ask the Thais which Asian states they think would be best fitted for a 
monitoring role. 



Atta 

2. 

3. •• congratulate Fo:rel,n Mlnl•ter Thanat on receiving from 
the King yesterday one of the highest award ■ a Thal can receive. 
(Today la Thanat•• birthday, ao you might Juat refer to the award 
•• a very nlce birthday pre ■ent.) 

W. W. Ro.tow 

MWright:wpt 



DRAFT 

VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER THANOM KITTIKACHORN OF THAILAND 
May 1-9. 1968 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

At the lrritatlon of Prealdeat_ Lyadoa B. Johnaon of the United Stat••• 

Prlme Mlnlatel' Tbaaom Klttlkachorn ot the Kln1c!om of Thailand pald an 

olflclal vl•lt to Wa•hlqton on May 8 and 9. Thl• Yl•lt afforded the 

Prealdent and the Prime Mlnlater and aeveral of bla aenlor Cabinet 

coU.apea an opportunity to ezc:haa1e Tl••• on current developawnt• 

ln Thall.and and OD the •Uuatlon ln Southeaat Aala. 

-

The Prime Mlnlater deacrlbed the dyaamlc economic expan•lon cvrently 

taklq place 111 Thalt.nd. He mentioned the major role played by prl.ate 

lllltlatln aDd emphaalsed Thal lntereat ln promotlq forelp lnTeatment 

ln hl• cwntry. He aho-referred to the forthcom1D1 promulaatlon of a new 

C011atltatlon '-'f Hh Majeaty the Klq. 

The Prealdent and~ Prtm. Mlnlater dhcu■aed the exteraally- ■upported, 

Coaummtn -dbected nbveralon and luurceacy ln Thallaad, ••peclally 

ln the northern and northeanern re1lon•. In thb cCNUM1ctlon, the Prime 

Mlnleter deacrlbed hll CiOYenunant'• pro1rama for prOYldlq aecurlty to 

the rural popalatlon and lmprovln1 thelr aoclal and economic condltlona. 

He alao nated that whlle weleomlq forel1n •• ■latance ln the form of 

tralnla,, equipment and adYlce, the Royal Thal Government re1arded 



defe•tlq the lanr1ucy •• • Thal re1pon•lblllty to be c•rrled out by lh 

own fore••• The Pre■ldent made clear the lntentlon of the United S~at•• 

to continue lt• •••letance to ThailaDd to help provide th• Royal Thal 

Gov•rnmallt wlth the mean• of me•thla lll•1al Communlat •ctlYltl••• 

He 1tr•••ed American ■upport ln the fleld of accelerated ~•l dev•lop­

meat, ••peclally with reprd to road• and water r••ourc••• 

Th• Pre■ld•at r•••mpha■lsed the determln•tlon of the United State ■ to 

•tand by lb treaty commitment• to Thailand and lt• other alll•• ln A•la. 

He r•called wlth pl••ure the thrN vblt• he ha• mad• to Thaltand. H• 

noted the pled1• that he bad •tven at the tlme of bl• Yl■lt to B•nakok ln 1966 

that the commitment of the Unlted Stat•• wa■ not of• pal'tlcular polltlc:al 

party or •dmlnl•tratlon. but of the people of the United State ■, •nd that 

"America k••P• lt■ commitment•. " 

Vietnam 

The Pr••ld•Dt and the Prime Mlnl■ter renewed ln det•ll th• ■ltuatlon ln 

South Vietnam. They reaffirmed thelr determln•tlon to •••l•t the R•publlc 

of Vletaam In defeadlnl ltlelf •1a1D.t ••• .. •••loa ln ord•i- to a11ure lt• 

pe~le the rlpt to determlne thelr own future fr•• from ext.mat Inter• 

ference and te~rorlam. They •l•o •tr••••d the lmportance of thl■ 

defen•• to th• ••curlty of oth•r natlon• lD the re1lon. 

The Pre•ld•nt and the Prlme Mlnl■ter reri•wed the military altuatlon 

lncludlq ~• recent lnltlatlve• of the Oovernment of South Vietnam and . . 

action■ by th• United State• aad lta aWe■ to lncrea■e their force• ther•. 



The Prlm.e Mlnl■ter noted that addltlonal Thal force ■, the flr•t lncrement■ 

of a Thal dlvlllon, wlll deploy to South Vletnam ■hortly to Join Thal .troop■ 

already flshtln1 wlth South Vletname■e, American, and other allied unit■• 

The Pre ■ldent paid tribute to ·th• contribution Thall.and l• making to our 

common del•n•• lntere ■t■ by maJdn.g ba1e facllltl•• available for u■e by 

the United Stat••• He al•o pralaed the ho■pltallty extended American 

••rvlcemen by the Thal people. 

The Pre■ldent and the Prlme Mlnhter a1reed that the attalnm.nt of a Ju■t 

and durable peace required both a ■troa1 military po■ture and the pur■ult 

of a dlplomatlc ■olutlon. TIiey a1reed to continue their effort■ on both 

the•• front■ untll ■uch a peace l• ••cured. 

The Pre■ldent reviewed ln detall the dewlopment■ that had followed hi• 

lnltlatlve of March 31 to halt bombing ln the major part ol North Vletnaa 

and to lnvlte talk■• The fr••ldent and th• Prlme Mlnl■ter expn•••d ■atl■-

factlon that Parl• had now been a1reed •• the 1lte for talk.a, and the Pre■l• 

dent reviewed the po■ltlon that An»rican repreeentatlve• would take ln the 

openlna ■tag•• of th••• talk■• The Pre■ldent reaffirmed that at each ■ta1• 

the US 0oft1'Dmat would contlnu. lt■ "111 con■ultatlon■ wlth the Royal Thal 

Government and lh other allle• concernlns ne1otlatln1 po■ltlon■ and dewlop• 

ment■• The Pre■ldent and the Prlme Mlnhter also reaffirmed the po■ltlon 

■tated ln the Snen-Natloa Forelp Mlnhter■ Meeting of Aprll 1967 •· that 

a ■ettlement ln Vletaam, to be endurlna, mu~ re■pect the wl■h•• and 

a■plratlon■ of the Vletname1e peoplei that the Republic of Vletnam ahould 



4. 

be a full partlclpant ln any ne1otiatlon1 d••i&ned to brln1 about a ••ttlemant of 

the comllct; and that the allied natlon• which haTit helped to def•nd the Re­

public of Vietnam ■hould partlclpate ln any ■ettlement of the conflict. 

Expna■lq the hop. that the Parll canver1ation1 would re1ult in ■erloua 

dlacuaalon■ on the aub1tance of peace ln Vietnam. the Preaident and the 

Prime MU\later reaffirmed that the Manila Comnumlque of 1966 would form 

th• baala o! the aW•d poaltlcm. The two lead•re empha■lsed their deter• 

mlnatlon that the South Vietnamese peopt. ahall not be eonqured by ag1re1■ion 

and ■hall enjoy their inherent rl1ht to decide their own way ol llfe and form of 

&OYernmant. The Pre■ldent and the Prime Mlnbter alao noted the Impor­

tance of enaurlng full compliance with the pro.talon• of the 1962 Geneva 

Accord• on Laoa. 

In dlacuaalng the •ltuatlon which would follow a ceaaatton ol hoatllltlea ln 

Vietnam. the Pre■ldent and the Prime Minlater a1reed that clo•• and 

contlnuou• conaultatlon on economic and ••curlty question• would be required 

to aa1ure a amooth tranaltlon from war to peace. 

Regional Cooperation 

The Pre■ldent and the Prlme Mlnlater further renewed the fa-yorable trend• 

ln re1loaal cooperation ln Southea•t Aela and Thailand'• leadlq role lD · 

furthering theae defflopment■• Particular note waa taken of the accompll•h• 

manta ln the United Nat lone Economic Comml■ alon For A•i• and the Far 

Eaat (ECAFE) and the Mekong Committee, to who•• atudle• and project■ 

they attach ccm■lderable importance, and of the evolution of ■everal new 



5. 

Soath•••t A•lan orpnlsatlc:m• which nl•• hope for a new era of conatructlve 

common endeavor lorea la1tlng peace and •ustalned proan•• of the area. 

Ref•rrinl to hl• ■peech at 1ohn• Hopldn• In Aprll 1965, the Pneldent 

cljed our ■apport for Sou.thea■t A · Lan reponal development a■ clear 

evidence of the United Stat•• contlnulq concern for and commltmem to the 

natlon• of thl• n1loa. 

1n pal't1c:ulal', the Prime Mlnl•ter npon.d to the Pre■ldent dl■cuaalona 

held ln New York with a US team beaded by Mr. Eu1ene R. Black concern11lg 

the laYOrable outlook for the Pa MODI dam on the malnatream of the Mekoa1 

lllver. The Pr_ealdent and the Prim.a Mln11ter agreed on the importance 

of thl■ project and the deabablllty of acceleratln1 pr•••nt project 

fea1lblllty lltudl•• under the Mekan1 Committee. 

In coaclaalon. Prime Mlnlater Thanom Klttlkachorn ezpr• • ■ed hb 1rateful 

appreelatlon !OT the gractou ho•pltallty extended to hlm ~ Thanpuyin1 

Chonskol •• well•• the member• of thelr party by the Pre■ldent of the 

United State• and for the warm and friendly welcome accorded them by the 

Government and the people of the United State•. 

May 9., 1968 
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DOI EXO 01:11 1'81S ocs IIIS A I O USI A 

Tbll mat.rtal cont&U1.1·1ntonn1>tlon alfec:Un1 the Katlon&l DefenN of the "Onited Stat.ea Wit.bin th• mn111nC ot tbe ~lon•se LA••• T le 11, 
S- TU and ~ th• t.ranamL- or renlaUo11 ot wblcb 1.ll an7 maAAar to aa. wi.auUlonMd penca la prohlblted '117 law. 

COUNTRYz . 

0011 

SUBJECT z 

ACQs 

SOUR CE s. 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

4 - 9 MAY 1°968 

DEBR EI Fl NG OF' 

VIETNAMESE ~RMY REGIMENT. 

OJST ,9 ~".( 1968 

OFFICER OF NORTH 

VIETNAM, BIEN HOA C9 MAY 1968) 

CAS D EBR I EFI NG 

,' •.. ! .. . - . . ,,. 
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l. THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE SECOND PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE 

WOULD LAST FOR A PERIOD OF SEVEN TO TEN DAYS_)~J;.al.N.Nl)!G_.Q.N-1_ ------------:--·-----~-.... MAY. HE· SAID THE VIET CO NG CVC) HAD - CONSIDERED THE PRESENT 

TIME AS THE MOST APPROPRIATE TIME TO LAUNCH THE OFFENSIVE 

BECAUSE OF THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM . . 

CGV N> A NO 1'HE PRO BL ENS OF -THE GV N'S ALL I ES. HE SAID THAT 

THE SECOND PHASE OF THE OfFENSIVE WAS ALSO MEANT TO 

ENHANCE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITION AT THE FORTHCOMING PEACE 
' . 

_!AfKS. CFIELD COMMENT: WHILE THE SOURCE DID NOT . SAY SO DIRECTLY 

HE IMPLIED THAT THE . ALLIES PROBLEM WAS THAT THE U.S. PEOPLE 

ARE. NO LON~ER SUPPORT I NG THE ·U.S. EFFORT IN SOU_TH VIETNAM). 

~ TliE SOURCE SAID THAT PfOSLEMS INVOLVED IN MAKING A ., 
SUCCESS OF THE OFFENSIVE WERE VERY GREAT. · AMONG iTHE ·oIFJiICULTIES 

THE SOURCE LISTED& 
' . 
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A. THE SHEER DIFFICULTY OF ORGANIZI"NG THE TROOPS TO 

CARRY OUT THE ATTACKS. HE SAID THAf THEY JUST DID NOT HAVE 

ENOUGH TROOPS TO TAKE AN OBJECTIVE, AND THEN TO EXPLOIT THEIR 
- -= ... .- •• FV9uJ_J • •.•, ...,_,_~-"',. 

INITIAL SUCCE?_~_ ... AND 

8. SUPPLYING FOOD At{L,M.l[!l.1,L~IJJ ... Q~ .. ~~~ THE ·oTHER SERIOUS - . ....... •ar-.~ . 

PROBLEM; NOT ONLY IN TERMS OF GE}_TI_N~_.-.. !_}iL~;.E.PJ:p_." .. ?UePLJ~.~_,:.:_filJT 

ALSO IN HAVING ENOUGH PEOPLE TO TRANSPORT THE SUPPLIES TO -------------------------
WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED. 

3. THE SOURCE ESTIMATED THE STijENGTH OF HIS REGIMENT, 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY CNVA) REGIMENT 

WAS ABOUT 1500 MEN. (FIELD COMMENT: THE SOURCE FIRST ESTIMATED 

THAT EACH OF ~~E REGI~ENT'S -1HREE BATTALIONS HAD A STRENGTH 

OF 250 -TQ. 300 MEN. ~E EXPLAINED THAT . THE REST OF THE REGIMENT'S 

MANPOWER WAS IN SAP.PER· AND ·· RECONNAISSANCE .UNITS>. 

. 4. THE SOURCE SAID T_HAT THE -WAS TO HAVE BEGUN 

OPERATIONS WHEN THE : SECOND PHASt OF THE OFttNSIVE OPENED ON 
. . 

4 MAY, BUT THAT ·BECAUSE OF ALLIED OPERATIONS THE 
.,,, I • > 

NOT BEEN "ABLE TO BEGIN. OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS. THE SOURCE 

STATED THAT THE BATTALIONS OF THE_ -WERE. T°O 

ATTACK THE REGIONAL F'OR.CES/POPULAR FORCES TRAINING ··cENTER AT 

. ~~ -....~L · 
••• - - - • - - - · - - · - ·••" .. ~ ~ ' !'" · - . • • ,-· • ·- ·- - .- • ·-'- ·- ---
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· LA F THIEU, VIC XT "866060 AND "THE " TRAINING CENTER/REAR BASE OF' 

'THE· 5TH ARMY ·OF' THE REPUBLI"C OF' VIETNAM CARVN) DIVISION'S 

. 7T H, 8TH, AND 9TH REGIME.NTS. HE SAID THAT THE .BATTALION 

· WOULD GENERALLY BE IN . RESERVE, s-J T .THAT IT WAS ALSO .RESPONSIBLE . . 

. FOR , OPERATING IN THE AN SON REVOLUTIONAR"Y DEVELOPMENT AREA. 

THE· SOURCE STATED THAT- THE :rowNs OF' LAI · THIEU AND BUNG VIC 

· XT :S52100 COULD ALSO : BE TARGETS OF TH_E -BETWEEN NOW AND 

THE- : . · · · l 5·T H OF rJ A Y. . 

6. THE SOURCE STATED THAT THE MEN OF HIS .REGIMENT 

WANTED PEACE~ BUT THAT THEY STILL PERFORMED THE~R 

· ···-As·s1GNED. MISSIONS l N A DECIS"IVE AND ENTHUSIASTIC FASHION.· 

.~--~ t 'rHE SOURCE· SAID. THAT .GV.N PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS EFFECTED HIS 

TROOPS VERY -LITTLE BECAUSE THEY ARE WELL EDUCATED IDEOLOGICALLY. 

HE !SAID THAT LEAFLETS WHICH OFFERED A BONUS FOR . CERTAIN ACTIONS 

00 · :WHICH APPEAL~D. r°O FAPUL°Y ATTACHMENTS HAD ·VERY: L·ITTLE EFF'ECT, 

. , . 
n ~tt . 
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BECAUSE WHEN A MAN HAS AN IDEOLOGY TO FIGHT FOR AND WHEN HE 

HAS ESCAPED HIS FAMILY TIES HE -WILL CONTI~UE TO FIGHT UNTIL 

HIS OBJECTIVE IS OBTAI.NEO. 

7. IN COMPARING THE GVN AND THE VC FORCES THE SOURCE SAID 

THAT THE VC FORCES MAKE UP FOR THE GVN'S SUPERIOR FIREPOWER 

WITH T.HEIR ENTHUSIAMS. HE SAID THAT WHILE THE GVN MAY CONTROL 

'> THE CITIES !HE VC CONTROL THE COUNTRYSIDE. HE ATTACHED GREAT 

) 

) 

j 

IMPORTANCE 10 THIS, SAYING THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE ~OVED INTO 
---------• - •--- • - ._,,_• • ••- - -., ,1 - , .-w •-• ••- •·-- • : - •• I• • " •' • • • r -r#II _..,, .. ..- • •• -._,. • • 

THE CITIES FROM THE CCU NTRY AND THAT MANY PEOPLE NOW IN THE 
____________ __ . · . :.. ·- ♦ -- · · - - . ~ ... , •• ·-- · - · -·- - · ·· · · ·-

CITIES MAY BE MORE INCLINED TO THE VC THAN THE GVN BECAUSE 
···--· · ·-... --•---·----·---- ---. _ _ ,._ , •• - ... .... ... •• -.r --•.• ···· - ........ ·-. 

OF FAMILY TIES. THE SOURCE ALSO OBSERVED THAT PEOPLE ARE 

SYMPATHETIC TOWARD THE VC BECAUSE THE VC ARE THE FORMER FIGHTERS 

AGAINST THE FRENCH. THE PRESENT GVN STRUCTURE IS VIEWED AS · 

TH~ LEFTOVER OFFICIALS WHO FOUGHT FOR THE FRENCH. 

8. THE SOURCE .SAID THAT HE HAO NO KNOWLEDGE ABOUT U.S. 

) PERSO'lS 

) 

) 

OR WHERE THEY WERE DETAINED. HE STATED THAT 

THEY HAD NOT CAPTURED 

ANY U.S. TROOPS. 

9. FIELD DISSE(t; :.~Y.ATE USMACV 7TH AF' CINCPAC ARPAC PACF'LT PACAF. 

n 



MR. PJlESlDENT i 

n.r •. , Ma7 ,. 1961 
1:30 p.111. 

I cbaatecl wkll botll GNlfre7 Drama1_. 
(.ltoec• ••• aot awall.Wa)aa4 Da.W L&wrwe 
oa uoop m-..meau.. n., pt ta pelat 
aboat Avanll aad Wuaaw. 

w. w. lleatow 



DIJ"O&MATION 

'l'OPSSCAH 

TbrlNlay, May f, 19'1 •• 12:l0_p.m. 

Ml'. PnaW.11&: 

llerewltla aa MYallee con el Oea. J----•• 
~i;, II m■c:4ndN te tu Sec. ef 0.feaM. 

-• S1tppel1• CDrCPAC'• J .. pneat tbat MIG'• 
1 ....... fnm or ....... da.-..p Bal n-. 
cwtltlde a tJuoeat te OU' flsllter , 1 •••• Hr 
B-12'•: npNa •• "rea•eaal»le" CINCPAC'• 
.,.. •• , "te ..,. .. alr-te-ail' enlasace aad te 
••■IKt 1 ••••• u, .. pare.at el e■-ny aircraft •twee• 1,. am1 zo" .,, • ..t to.-.,.., nr1ace-te-
a1r mla1U.• aplaat eNIDJ aircraft a..th ef ZO-
wtll latltale .. .. 

-- ........... "tlaat I ,.,lalely fellow ... 
tM laltlal me•tlal la Pula, CINCPAC N aldlael'1-­
te attack hNW. aircraft Wweea lfO aad ZO- -rta 
latlbl·•• ta empl-, nrfaa-te-alr ml1aU.1 .. te 
100 wtll latltade _. te attack tile Bal Tk••I 
AhfleY la ,-r&.11 ol 1oe.& ,......_r at ncll ..,_. __ , 
•• nc:-laeaace IMlcata■ la •ce••~ ta ...«lalle 
It• ue ., M1G1." 

wwa .. tow:rla 

w. w. lle•tow 
-TePO:ca-zT 



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 2.S, D, C, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

CM-3282-68 
8 May 1968 

SUBJECT: Operational Authorities in North Vietnam 
Between 19° and 20° North Latitude 

CINCPAC has advised the Joint Chiefs of Staff that the 
_current _prohibition against delivery of ordnance in North 
Vietnam north of 19° provides a ·sanctuary from which· MIGs1 
can launch attacks against US forces. He feels that MIGs/ 
launched from or staging .through Bai Thuong Airfield can ~ 
a·ttack our forces and withdraw into the s anctuary north of-;1 
19° -~ Such a tacti·c possibly resulted in the loss of a US · 
Navy aircraft o~ 7 May and could be used by the North Viet­
namese in MIG strikes against our B-52s. 
~ 

In view of this threat CINCPAC- requests-authority--b~ 
~ranted to_expend .air~to-air ordnance and -to conduct 
immediate armed pursuiLof enemy aircraft between 19° and 
)0°_-north and to employ ·surface-to-air missiles agains.j::. 
~nemy aircraft south of ·20° north latitude. 

"'C 

e-INCPAC '·s recognition of .this threat and the authoritieQ 
he requests- are ,- in -my opinion, reasonable. Expenditure of 
air-to-air ordnance and immedia.te armed pursuit can be con­
ducted with the assistance of radar control with little risk 
of ordnance delivery north of 20°. The reliability and com­
mand destruct capability of the surface-to-air missiles are 
sufficiently high to entail little risk by permitting their 
use between 19° and 20°. The airfield at Bai Thuong has a 
minimum operational capability. The runway has a minimum 
length of usable surface, and the immediate sod area adjacent 
to the runway has apparehtly supported jet operations in the 
past. While CINCPAC has an immediate (about 30 minutes) 
capability to strike the airfield, it would be accomplished 
without timely reconnaissance by diversion of aircraft en route 
.to another target area, · andfhat, -in my judgment, would entail 
an . undesirable-risk- 0£- inadverten~-violation · of the 20° > 
restriction ,- si·nce · the air£ ield is only-· 6·- mi·les- south of 20°. 
'the air.field can be ·attacked· on a planned·:"ba·sis supported .:.b.y 
timely -reconnais:sance::;i-n::gQ_od...:..-we.a1;pe!:_7w,it.n- lfttle, if: any, rislc 
~a_v~ola~~on~ 

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
IN WHOLE Of'i IN PART IS PROHIBITED 
EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF THE 
ISSUJNG OFFICE. 

TOP SECRET 
Authoricy ... 'Zl__l;;;.,,..-"" .... -1.--='.3-tJ ...... _ _ 

y~"'i;. . 

Copy •• 3. .... of ••. J ____ Copies 

1 2 Paae ............ of ---···-··· Pa~es 



Tl)_erefore-, I . recommend· ·that immediate1.y following the 
~nitiai meeting in Paris, CINCPAC be authorized to attack 
hostile aircraft between 19° and 20° north latitude, to 
employ surface-to-air missiles up to 20° north latitude ana 
fto:·:attack the Bai Thuong Airfield in periods of good weather 
a•t such frequency as reconnaissance · indicates is necessary 
~ -p~eclude _its use by MIGiji'~· 

REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
IN WHOL( OR IN PART IS PROHIBITED 
EXCEPT WITH PERMISSION OF TH£ 
ISSUING OFFICE. 

HAROLD K. JOHNSON . 
General, U.S.A. 
Acting Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

-YOP SECRET-
3 -, 

Copy --·--··· of __ /.. ...... Copies 

2 2 Paae ............. of .•.......... Pa~cs 



-S£CUT 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

Yoa ■a...ld bow tbe fellowlac. 

Tllal'aday. May 9. 1961 
11:45 a. m. 

Dlck Helm■ tell• me tlaat at aoea 6-y will be .. ttlal oat a 
CIA paper wblcb ladlca&ea tut tbal'e an monmeate of Soriet 
troope la PolalMl la tbe dlnctloa ol the Cuda lterder. 

Dlplomad.: ofllcer■ la PolaJMI ue Wac kept off the Wpwaya. 

I ■ball keep ya. laforn,e._ 



- ll'CUL" 

Ml. PJlESIDENT: 

Tlaoaay • May '• 1961 
11:20 a.m. 

Herewltll Weatmonlud prop•••• (ud Baua2" •..,.-ta) - arr .... meat 
• .._., we-, wtNld Had t.e Pana •"l'Y t ...... u or •o a cant.Uy 
Mlac:ted olflcer wlao la llYlaa with the Vletaam altaad-. nae parpoN: 
to aanr• tllat tM delapll-•• Yi•• of the altaatl- la Vletaam I• aot 
celond by pna• np Ht.. etc. Weaty wollld rotate tMN elftcer• 
... .,. two --•k• or •o to make aur• that ta.. 011• la Pan• waa alway• · 
carnal. 

S.cntar, .a.ak la l■dlMd to tbl~ tbla la a ,_. idea. We an CMCldaa 
wltb Cllfford aad WbNle~ la B~Nla. 

61JORll9 .attacbme■t 

DECLASSIFIED 
E. 0. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J '17- .333 

W.W . ...._ 

Dr. u-4-1 , NARA Date 'f - 8-58' 



._: .. f)epart111,e1zt. of _State_ 
, . 

. .. 

... ' tOR RUSK AND -CLifFORD·FROM BUNKER 
. 

. . 

TElEfiitAMffif , l 

. . 1. I .H.AVF.:\HJST .HE.ARD THAT-.BILL SULLIVAt-~ 1S GOING TO PARIS, ~.IHICH 
: I VF.RV.'~HJ.CH WELCOME. I AN VERY BOTHER@., HOWEVF.R, THAT NQ HIGJi 
· tF.VEL Mi1«1I~.B..'l..QI.U.ruJL£M.L'l m:au-HoROUGHI..Y CONVERSfl.NT '.illTH 

'1i,~01.1p TO DATE ON_ THE WHOLE "1IL1TARY .SITUATION H~ DEEN AJ).n.E.D 
TO THE STAFF TO HELP AVEJ!_EL½, ... !3NP CWllt£.EE.B!::I ~!liaL.Ls_C10INJl. . 
ON H~at:-:--Wit.ITARY ·f(EPORT$ FROM HERE ·ro PARIS AS I NTERPR°ErF.:D BY 

-TH.OSE NOT F'·AMILI.t-R WITH THE WHOLE SITUATION, PLUS PRESS ACCOUNTS 
. . . Cf\N: BE ,coNFU.SlNG AND MISLEADING' Atm LEAD TO UNJUSTIFIED DIG-
. •. CO\IRflG.ENENT • . THE P ICUT1'E AS ·VIEWED FROM HF.:RE IS SO MET! MES 

DIFFE~ENT .FROM THAT' VIEWED IN WASHINGTON AND PARIS, AND 
~ tlE~iE NTS f"O STRENGT.W IN OUR SI TUA TI.ON ARE OFTEN. OBSCURED BY THE 
.. . DI\ILY NE"JS. · 

• . . . . . ... 

. . .. 



-8EGRIJI!' 

WB. PRESlDENT: 

Tlmraday, May 9, 1968 
10:50 a. m. 

SUBJECT: Korth Vletu.meM U■e ol Bal 'flm-. Alrfhld 

We baft 1oae back over the material recel.ad la tlae Slt.atloa lleom 
ewer the peat few day• to ■ee lf there l■ aay eridaac:e the North VleblameH 
are .... Bal 1'11 ■•1 Alrfleld. Udq oaly latercepted North VletaameM 
commaalcatl ... , I flad atroaa endeace that tMy are IIOt oaly flyl .. lato 
the alrfleld, but are ana1 lt a■ a ■tali• ba•• to •-.•1• u. s. aircraft 
oa their ml■sloaa over ■oatbera North Vlelll&m. 

Tbe Bal TIN-, Alrfleld l• located apps-odmately 18 mllea aorthwe■t ot 
Tlaaah Hoa aboat 5 mile■ ao.th of the 20tll parallel. 

I b&.a attached the NSA nporta whlcJa CAA be ■ammarl .. d aa follow■: 

Oil May 5 aacl May 1, Bal Tlmaa1 wu oae of the nclpleata ol repel'ta 
oa U. s. aircraft carrier pNltlau aad tab-all tlme■ ol Ma.y alrchft. 

0a May 7, two MI0-21 '• were aoted takla1 oU from Bal n..-1 la 
reactioa to U. s. aircraft. TMy nmal•d -•r control of the alrfteld aad 
were orderecl to attack ~ tbe airfield couroller. After ua eappmeat la 
which oee U.S. aircraft wu •bot dowa. the MIG•• ntuaad to Bal Tn•1, 
ericlntly nfaelect.. aad tbea flew te Plmc Yea. 

0a ~I.three MIG-21'• aad t.. MIG-11'• were reflected la roand trip 
fllpu from tbe Beeof area to Bal Tlm•1-

0a May 9, Haaol laformed both Bal n.,., uad Vlah ol posdW. u. s. 
air actl'ftty la the Vlllll area. At 6:30 a. m. EDT tlds aaeralas, two U.S. 
aircraft ~ dine MIG•• la tu Viall area and npert:ed pNalWy 
hlttiac OM. 

W. W. Boat.ow 

D ~ AS .. .1flLD 
E 1... , ... 

'RAC. oD - l./CJtf> 

By. , D" J-«V-o .3 



NNNNVZCZCCRJ482 
:~. ~. ·zz RUE°ADWW 

Si:GrITT ur~B~S tiOf ORN 
. ' RECEIVED 

DE RUEOJFA A683 1301319 
ZNY SSSSS ZFH2 ZYTl ZYTl 
Z O 091214Z MAY 68 ZYO RUYS . 
FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT FIVE 
TO RUEOJFA/NHCC 
~UHKA/CINCPAC 
ZEN/CINCPACFLT 
INFO ZEN/COMSEVENTHFLT 
ZEN/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
ZEN/CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT ZERO 
ALL CVA TG CDRS TF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUMUHFA/COMUSMACV 
RUMSAL/SEVENTH AIR FORCE 
RUHHABA/CINCPACAF 
RUM OTLA/COMUSMACTHA I 
RUMTBK/AMEMB. BA~KOK . 

. RUWJ[1UA/COMNAVAIRPAC 
RUCSAAA/CINCSAC 
RUABBS/JOINT SOBE PROCESSING CENTER 
RUMUHFA/DOD SPEC REP MACV 
RUMUHFA/Cot1USMACV JRN 
47253•-/AFSCC SAN ANTONiO 

\'/HCA 

13 22 

·D "'C ~ SS •IED 
~.o. 129ss, s c. J.6 

L.J ? 7-3:,~ 
By ~ , Date 3 - ~ - ,8 

PAGE ?: 4 7. I 7$ 129 9 E O R E T 'LIMBS NFOR N EXCEPT AUSTRALIA 
RUMFKRE/CTE SEVEN ZERO PT T\110 PT ONE PT ONE 
BT 
-s E e " t T L nmr s JPCCO NOFORN EXCEPT AUSTRALIA­
JOPREP JIFFY/CTG 77.5/0PREP-3/PINNACLE/006 CU) 
A• REFERENCE 
Al. MIG ENGAGEMENT 
A2. 09 MA Y 63 : 
A.3. SZRIAL 0~5 CH-1 
H. PILOT/RIO DEBRIEF OF TWO ENT F4 INVOLVED PROVIDES FOL INFO: 
Hl. CORRECT MY SERIAL 005 AS FOL: VISUAL !DENT NOT MADE, BUT 
POSITIVE HOSTILE CONFIRMED. 
H2. SHO'JITIME 611 FIRED TWO SPARROWS IN HEAD ON RUN. ONE MISSILE 
OBSERVED TO GUIDE WE(L. SECOND MISSILE DIVERGED DOWNWARD. IMPACTS 
NOT oaSSRVE~. 
H3. APPROX m~E MINUTE LATER SHOWTUiE 602 FIRED ONE SPARROW) IN HEADON 
Rut~ · A7 SECOND TARGET. MISSILE OBSERVED TO GUIDE WELL. ·IMPACT , 
03SEP.',/ ZJ. 5~10 :~£ ??:RSISTED AFTER IMPACT:1. 
H4. :,OST ILE: ACFT ALT 14 THOUSAND CLOSURE RATE 1100 KTS2 DEEPEST 
PENETRATION HOSTILES 18-23N4 FIR! NG POI NT VIC 13-45 NS 105-25E.3. 
H5. ADDITIONAL INFO BY OPREP -4 -THIS IS FINAL OPREP 3. GP-3' . 
BT I 

-,NNNN 



- - -- V ••· IIA l•I I r. \J,A 

~I~ . 
OIA/ISIC CPA~~ TO oNo Objection To Declassificat1on 2003/05/2~ NLJ-141-022-1-20-1 

. V -

f~:~::7 ~r 
;~ 1 s T; / MOV£"!9ER ALFA 
z,::~ 

- ) 
·.' m~-1 ° !-lUMB~~ ON~ AND FINAL TO US:\•32• S SPOT REPORT 

2· ~l~~-68, DTG: 08a706Z MAY l. 
\ · D _ I~ ROUt\10 . T~IP FLIGHTS FROM PHUC YEN .AND HANOI 

'3It\ LAM ·TO··'B~I THUONG ON 08 MAY'. 
·xxcc • 

~o,.,-~~--~A'f, ~ET1-!EEN 4 51 ~ A~lO 0954, !HRr::t ·~oRV""t,it'c;:~·:rr·51; 
,,.~O~ ?~!!C: ~~r- i\~m·-rf1o··rm\CMIG~'l7·:s·"rnQM HANO! ·c.n:\ t:Mr:1 
,1~q~ REFL!CT~Dl. BY DRV TACTJCAL ~IR AND AIR SURVEILLANCE 

F'f.\CI1.IT IES 4N ~0UND""TRlf>•iFLIBHt.S TO' BA1 THUO~G ''AlR~ 
r.F.IEt:.n-:. . 

8::T"'~EN 06 la AND ~626, Tl.l!O VIET-.PI11,0TED,, 13 IA tAT-1-
·. BASED ~IG-17• ~ PERF0~?~EP AN INTER-AIRtIELD FLIGHT F~0M 

!{~N0'I 91~. L~M TO BAI THUONG. SHORTLY AFTER THE M-IG-17'S 
H~O A~RIVF.D AT BAI THU~N~, TWO.BAI THijON~ CONTP.OLtERS 
WERE· NOT~D ~-~'UNG .P~E?.~Rt\TI0NS F,OR TH~EE ~tIG-21 •s TO 
~-qR IV!=.: '!\T TH!: I~ . A IRF'IELO. 

3EGI?-1?JH~G l\T ~54~, . TWO !1IG~21 • S ·J:1lQM ?q0!3!'\SLY PHUC 
~N ~,E~'E nnTIALLY ~EFL!CTF.D ·ON A SOll'"HERLY 
·~~DH?G T0~1~P.D 13AI TH1JONS. THE MIGS CQNTINUED ON TO BAI 
·THU0~G, WM'F.'.Rl:.: BOTH :URC~AFT LANDED BY 'J732. SHORTLY 
. ~FT'l:.:J.? THE MIGS H,'\D LMmto, THE BAI THUONG T'Jtf~R CON­
TROtLE~ HJSTR!JCTED THE 1·1 UJGMAN "TELL dTHE FLIGHT LEADER) 
. ~ ·CAN~JOT, T~!{E 0.F'F !HJLESS ~ TAXIS TO' :THF. '4EST -END," 

· ~01:!fl~LY l~DIC~TlNG THE 4IRCRAFT tllERE ;TO T/\KE OFF SHORT­
LY THERt.AFTE~ ~.ND POSSIBLY RETURN TO PiHUC Y~M. 

t-'.TER, 9!::T'"!'C'.~ ~!310 AND 0830, T~•O "1IG-219S FROM, . 
pqQBt\BLY PHUC YEN, om: 'FLOWN BY· ONE OJ; THE ?ILOTS ~·!HO HAD 
!=1...0t~N TO BA.I TH'JONG IN THE LATE 0600 }JOUR, 'JERE' RELECT­

,F.D lN A SOUTW!~LY .FLIGHT T01:JARD BAI THUONG ~IqFIELD. THE 
titIGS CQNTIN!Jf.D T·0 I\ SOIJTHERmrnsr POIN11 OF l935N-1~523E, . 
l~~M SQ!JT H-SOtrrH'-!EST OF 8 AI THUONG, i'.i! 0821. BEFORE RE­
V::RSI NG com~s~ ~ND RETURNING TO PROB4l3L Y PH!JC YEN. THE 
LAST. RZFl.ECTE.O POSITION OF THESE MIGS' ;W!\S APPROXIMATELY 
. 15 '1'! SO1JTHE·AST OF H:'\NOI AT 2JS50. . . . 

~T 9936, THE St.~F. T1.~0 :U9-17 PILOT~ WHO Fti':I TO B:'\I 
THUONG DU~ING THE ~6~" HOUR, WERE REF~ECTED DEPARTING . 
'BAI T'HU0MG AND SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNING!TO HANOI GIA LA.M, 
'':IHERE THE . AIRC~I\FT t!INDED BY 0954. JU AS THE MIS-S 
, ~-~R'.':: LMID ING AT G.IA LAM, THE KEP. "IRF ELD CONTROLLER' 
·q,ERIED THE FLIGHT LEADER, "ARE :YOU G ING TO COME TO -~p 
~T ALL,~ .ro· WHICH THE FLJ8HT .. _LEADER R P~IED ~~ ' AM ' Nor 
GOING THERE AT ALL.• · 
XXHH · 43, SANITlZED · . 

!IP.RR ~&VIN 
No Objection To Declassification 2003/05/22 : NLJ-141-022-1 -20-1 
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Thur1day, May 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Loan to the Kor•an Recon.atruction Bank 

Attached ia a Zwlck-Oaud reque■t £or your approval to pro• 
ceed with a $15 million loan to the Korean Recoutruction Bank, 
the major source of development finance for Korean indu.atry. The 
Bank baa helped 1pur the rapid srowth ol tho manufacturtzaa ■ector, 
which increased output by 18" in 1966 and 22'9 in 1967. 

The Korean Oovermnent will increase it• own ■l&b■cription 
to the Bank by $23 million. 

The propo■ed loan would be the la■t AID loan to Korea in 
FY 1968 for a total of $30 million, a■ apinat $61 milllcn la■t year. 

Proceea from thi• loan are to be u.ed exclu■ively to buy 
macb!Dery, equipment and ••rvice■ in the United State,. Trea■ury 

ap-ee■ that the loan would have a minimum adver•• effect on the 
U.S. balance of paymenta. 

State alao concur■ in the loan. 

I recommend that you approve the propo1ed loan. 

W. W. Roatow 

Attachment• 

ApprOYe ______ _ 

Dbapprove -----
Call me -------
cc: Mr. Jorden 

AJ:mm 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

OFFICE OF 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

April 22, 1968 

Subject: $15 million loan to the Korean Reconstruction 
Bank 

Bill Gaud requests your approval to proceed with a $15 
million loan to the Korean Reconstr~ction Bank. The loan 
will help finance investment by medium size industrial 
firms. · 

The Korean Reconstruction Bank is the major source of 
development finance for Korean industry. It has helped 
spur the rapid growth of the manufacturing sector which 
increased output by 18°/o in 1966 and 22°/4 in 1967. 

This is the third U.S. loan to the Reconstruction Bank. 
Germany, Japan, and the IBRD have also helped finance 
Korea's development banks. The Korean Government will 
increase its capital subscription to the Bank by the local 
currency equivalent of $23 million. To assure mobilization 
of private capital, at least 35¾ of the cost of a project 
financed by the Bank is furnished by the borrower. 

The proposed loan would be the last AID loan to Korea in 
FY 1968 for a total of $30 million, a decline from $61 
million last year. 

Balance of Payments 

Proceeds from this. loan will be used exclusively to buy 
machinery, equipment, and services in the U.S. Commodities 
and projects will be selected to assure a follow-on poten­
tial for commercial exports from the U.S. Secretary Fowler 
agrees that this loan will have a minimum adverse effect on 
the U.S. balance of payments. 

Military Expenditures 

In the recent memorandum on Supporting Assistance and 
P.L. 480 programs for Korea, I reviewed U.S. assistance 
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and Korea's military expenditures with respect to ·the 
Symington amendment. Korea is no t · diverting our aid or 
its own resources to unnecessary milita~y expenditures to 
a degree which materially interferes with its development. 
Korea is specifically exempted from the provisions of the 
Conte-Long amendment. 

Recommendation 

I recommend that you approve the proposed loan. 

Attachment 

Approve 

Disapprove 

~ 
Charles J. w· 

Director 



OFFICE OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WASHING:rON , D. C. 20523 

APR 1 2 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: New Project Approval: Third Loan to the Korean Reconstruction 
Bank 

I recommend that you authorize me to proceed with a $15 million loan to 
Korea for the Korean Reconstruction Bank (KRB ). The KRB, a government 
Bank, is the major source of development lo ns in Korea. This loan will 
finance capital input for its private sector. customers with its proceeds 
used exclusively to buy machinery, equipment, and services in the 
United States. Three million dollars will be earmarked for fishery 
loans with, however, the explicit understanding that no vessels financed 
under the loan will operate in the North Pacific. 

This is the third A.I.D. loan to the KRB. A $5 million loan was 
authorized in 1962 and a $12 million loan in 1966. The KRB has demon­
str.ated its ability to process subloans satisfactorily; we expect that 
our earlier loans will be fully committed by the end of this month. KRB 
has also been the recipient of a DM2O million ($5 million) German loan 
which has been fully committed . 

The Korean Government 's policy is to provide through intermediate lending 
institutions the funds needed to accelerate the development of private 
medium and small enterprises, with emphasis on export oriented industries. 
We endorse this policy. 

This loan will be part of a full range of A.I.D. financing for Ko!ea's 
private industries. We recently authorized in collaboration with the 
World Bank, and private U.S., Japanese and European banks, a $5 million 
loan to the Korean Development Finance Corporation, a newly formed private 
development banking institution. A.I.D. previously provided assistance 
to the Medium Industry Bank for subloans to smaller firms. A.I.D. 
development loans will contfnue to be available for large projects; at 
the other end of the spectrum, program loans finance individual equipment 
items, spare parts and machinery from the U.S. 

We estimate that for the next three years Korean small and medium concerns · 
will require $75 million annually in imported capital goods. A.I.D. funds 
can only fill a portion of this need, but Japanese and German loans are 
also helping. 
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The Korean Government is doing its share by contributing to the capitalization 
of the development banks. It has agreed to bring its total capital partici­
pation in KRB to ~20 billion ($74 million) by 1971, and it also lends sub­
stantial local funds to the KRB and other development banks on soft terms. 

Self-help will be also undertaken by Korean firms in the form of local 
cl.ll"rency contributions necessary to complete the subloan projects and of 
financial and managerial improvements neces·sary to meet subloan criteria. 
To strengthen its own operations, the KRB is . implementing the recommendations 
of A. T. Kearney and Company, a United ptates consulting firm, and Arthur 
Young and Company, a United States certified public accountant firm, which 
performed a complete financial audit of the bank. 

Since September 1966, consultations with the KRB and Medium Industry Bank 
have shaped the pattern of financing of medium and small industry under 
A.I.D. loans towards those industries that have a greater follow-on 
potential for exports from the United states. In 1967, the United states 
share of Korean commercial imports increased from a previous level of 5i 
to 6i to approximately 13i- This indicates that A.I.D. loans, such as 
the proposed loan, do not displace United States commercial exports, but 
help United States exporters to gain a larger share of an expanding 
market. 

The proposed loan will be the third loan to be authorized for Korea in 
this fiscal year. It will follow the December 1967 authorization of $5 
million for the Korean Development Finance Corporation and a $10 million 
program loan. 

Korea is specifically exempted from the provisions of the Conte-Long 
Amendment (Sec. 119 of the Appropriation Act). State and A.I.D. have 
reviewed Korean actions under the Symington Amendment (Sec. 620 (s) of 
the Foreign Assistance Act) and have concluded that Korea is not diverting 
U.S. development assistance or P.L. 480 sales to military purposes nor is 
Korea diverting its own resources to unnecessary military expenditures to 
a degree which oiaterially interferes with its development. The supportine 
analysis is contained in the attachment. 

Recommendation: That you authorize me to proceed with this loan. 

William S. Gaud 

Attachment: 
As Stated 



ATrACHMENr 

Review of Korean actions under Section 620(s) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act, as amended (the Symington 
Amendment) 

State and A.I.D. have reviewed Korean actions under the 
Symington Amendment and have concluded that Korea is not 
diverting U.S. development assistance or P.L. 480 sales to 
military purposes. They also determined that Korea is not 
diverting its own resources to unnecessary military expendi­
tures to a degree which materially interferes with its develop­
ment. The Country Team concurs. The following points were 
among those taken into account in reaching this conclusion: 

1. It i s United States policy to assist South Korea 
in developing the capability to defend itself from CollllJlU-
nist attack from the north and to counter ColillllUilist attempts 
at internal subversion. We also support South Korean contri­
butions to regional nru.tual security efforts in Southeast 
Asia. At pr ec.ent South Korea has 48,000 troops participating 
in the allied war effort in South Vietnam. Substantial 
military expenditures are necessary to support these objectives, 
and we are contributing to the Korean defense budget to help 
them finance these costs . 

2. Korean defense budget expenditures as a percent of 
GNP have risen only slightly from 3.7'1, in 1965 to 3. 9'1, in 
1967. For the period 1966-1967 these expenditures were 3.95'1, 
of GNP, the median for the region. 

3. Korean defense budget expenditures as a percent of 
central government expenditures have declined from 31.9'1, in 
1964 to 23.3'1, in 1967. These expenditures as a percent of 
central government expenditures were 23.55'1, for the period 
1966-1967, only slightly above the median for the region of 
21. 7'1,. 

4-. U.S. military budget support derived from P.L. 480 
and Supporting Assistance proceeds bas been decreasing, and 
at the same time the Koreans have been increasing their own 
military expenditures. The self-financed portion of the 
Korean defense budget has increased from 38.1'1, in 1965 to 
49.4'1, in 1967. However, these expenditures h~ve remained 

~o c.. ---
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relatively stable as a percent of total central government expendi­
tures: 11.7~ in 1965 as compared to 11.1% in 1967. Korean se~f­
financed defense expenditures as a :percent of GNP have risen 
only slightly from 1.4~ in 1965 to 1.9i in 1967. 

5. Over the saJUe period of 1965-1967 Korea has ma.de spec­
tacular economic progress. Annual growth in real GNP has 
averaged about 10~. · 

6. Annual foreign exchange purchases of military items were 
less than $1 million over the period 1965 to 1967 and accounted 
for a negligible portion of the defense budget. Korean require­
ments for imports of military equipment have been proVided 
under the ~li;I.i.tary Assistance Program. 



SEtltET/NOOIS Thuraday, ~y 9, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a capaule of Bunker'• 50th weekly report: 

A. General 

-- Aareement on Pari• accepted without enthuaia■m. 
-- GVN feel• it ■hould be viewed a■ major participant in talk■ . 
-- GVN reconciled to preaence of NLF at talks on Hanoi'• aide. 
-- With withdrawal of NVN troop• and with international guarantees, 

GVN would accept "one man, one vote. " 
-- We mu■t keep GVN fully and frankly informed. 

B. Military 

-- Wideapread attacks aimed at bol■teriq enemy poaition in Pari■. 

-- Allie• were prepared for attacks, which have been unimpre■■lve. 
-- We ■hould contrast our peace effort■ with VC attack.a. 

C. Government Action• 

- - Thieu plan■ ■mall war cabinet with Huona as Prime Miniater. 
-- Government· to be broadened with important political fi,a1area. 

Police Commander Loan to be ■llifted. 
-- Decree •i&ned ■ettiq up Ky'• civil defenee machinery. 

D. Pacification 

-- Few pacification lo■•e• durina recent attacks. 
-- Komer outline• pacification priorltie ■ to Thieu. 
- - More provinc:e and dietrlct chief■ to be replaced. 

E. Mobilisation 

Present draft mobilisation bill could hurt pacification. 
U. 5. urge• mobilization cover all paramilitary forces. 

F. Urban Recovery 

-- Thieu'• directive ■pur• better re■ettlement re■ulta. 

G. Economic 

-- Moat food ■upplie• ■till ample in Saigon deapite attacks. 
-- Rice trade remain■ abnormally low. 

W.W. R. 

SEGRJ.T /NODIS 

I 
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Thursday, May 9, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 26826) 

Herewith my fiftieth weekly message: 

A. General 

Last week, two events very largely preempted attention here. The first was the 
announcement on the agreement of Paris as a site for contacts. The second was 
the widespread attacks which began on the night of May 4- 5, only two of which 
were significant. 

The agreement on Paris was accepted by the Government of Vietnam without 
enthusiasm although considered far preferable to either Phnom Penh or Warsaw . . 
The lack of enthusiasm for Paris is due to the widespread feeling that South Vietnam 
was abandoned by the French in 1954, that De Gaulle has been highly partisan in 
his attitude toward the war, and that the French have ambitions to regain influence 
in Indo-China. Nevertheless, Thieu and South Vietnamese leaders in general are 
now quite prepared to go along with Paris as the site for preliminary talks, but 
will be watching to see how the French handle things before having a final view on 
whether it should be the site for substantive negotiations. I believe your decision 
to hold out against Warsaw was a wise one because of its effect both here and in 
Hanoi. Here, it has given the Vietnamese confidence that we are not so eager for 
a settlement that we will allow ourselves to be pushed around by the Communists. 
Hanoi knew from the outset that Phnom Penh and Warsaw were unacceptable to us. 
It is a good beginning to let them know that we do not propose to go to negotiations 
from a position of weakness and that we can be as determined and patient as Hanoi. 

In our discussions with the Government of Vietnam, it is apparent that as we enter 
preliminary talks, our problems will revolve particularly around the question of the 
role of the National Liberation Front, both in negotiations and in the eventual 
political settlement. 

Some concern was also expressed on two points regarding the "no advantage" 
formula: 

1. How violations of the formula could be ascertained and established; and 

2. Concern that with the current high rate of infiltration, the enemy would 
derive major military advantages from delay in agreeing on a site and a stringing 
out of preliminary talks. 

DECLA.. 5 ' D 
SECRET /NODIS 

Authority '7Jt,,.~ /C/gs /<J 

By~ , N~"1A, O.ite~ -,..z 
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On the first point, I think we were able to convince them that with continuing 
reconnaissance and our combined intelligence resources, we should be able to 
ascertain any violations. On the second point, I pointed out that with the DMZ 
foreclosed as an avenue of infiltration, with the monsoon in Laos now breaking, and 
with continued interdiction of infiltration routes through Laos, infiltration should be 
substantially reduced. 

On the matter of substantive talks, "participation" is a highly sensitive problem. 
It is apparent that for domestic political reasons, the question of their own legitimacy, 
and the. impression created abroad, the Govermnent of Vietnam places great import­
ance on being publicly recognized as the major participant on "our side" . While I 
believe that essentially we are both talking about an 110\!?' side, your side" formula, 
·which is not' too precisely defined, the Government is less concerned about procedures 
than about their being accepted as a spokesman on "our side" to whom Hanoi must 
listen and talk. They seem reconciled to the National Liberation Front being present 
and speaking under a formula in which one side would be Saigon and its friends 
(which they understand to be the U. S. representing all other allies) and the other 
side would be Hanoi and whomever it chooses. 

While their views on a political settlement are obviously very preliminary, they 
expressed the view that, assuming there is a verified and enforceable withdraw of 
North Vietnamese Armed Forces and effective international guarantees against 
.renewed infiltration of military forces, equipment, and supplies, the Government is 
prepared to accept whatever risk there may be under the concept of "one man, one 
vote." In their view, this would involve the National Liberation Front accepting 
constitutional methods and cutting its ties to the north. While they envisage that 
guerrillas and political cadre will remain to carry out efforts at subversion, they 
believe they can handle such problems if the conditions of a settlement are satis­
factory. It must be said that despite all our assurances, the Vietnamese remain 
apprehensive about our intentions with regard to the National Liberation Front and 
any hints of concession to the Front will raise their suspicions. 

Thus, I foresee not only long and 'difficult talks at Paris, and at the subsequent 
negotiating site, but also difficult discussions here in Saigon between ourselves and 
the Government of Vietna~. If we keep the Government fully currently informed and 
deal frankly with Thieu at each step, I believe we can bring them along with us. 
But we need time to explain what we propose to do and to get their acquiescence; and 
effort to force rapid decisions or present them with a fait accompli can only serve 
_to arouse their suspicions _about our motives. 

B. Military Situation 

A widespread attack against some 1Z6 cities and towns which began on the night of 
May 4-5 is clearly 'an attempt by the enemy to bolster its position at Paris. From 
a military point of view, most of the attacks are quite unimpressive. Except for 
Saigon and areas in the First Corps north of Dong Ha and around Hue, the attacks 
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have been with a few rockets and mortars which d id little dam a g e. A s y ou lmow , 
we have had good advance intelligence, some of it from a high leve l d efector, which 
indicated that the attacks would come about t h is time. Since there was n o e lement 
of surprise, the people were ready and did not panic. Not long a go, T hieu said to me 

. that the enemy would try to exert pressure about the time talks began, and t h at in 
any case, the attacks could not be long delayed. A factor may have been evidence 
we have had of declining enemy morale among both troops and cadre since Tet. 
Another may have been the problem of supply, for we have been picking up very large 
caches of weapons and ammunition in widespread areas as well as capturing large 
numbers of individual and crew-served weapons. While it is true that a number of 
the enemy's main force elements have not been committed and that a substantial 
threat exists in the central highlands, it seems to me· several things have been demon­
strated by this recent effort. Our troops were alert, at full strength , and poised for 
any attack that might come. Secondly, was the fact that the enemy's effort was far 
below the level of T et, that something went wrong with his coordination, and one may 
suspect his capability is not what it was. As in the beginning days of Tet, the enemy 
losses have been extremely heavy. From the .beginning of the attack, May 4-5, until 
midnight May 8-9, he has lost 5,781 killed, compared to friendly losses of 804 
(227 U.S., 609 Army of the Republic of Vietnam, 4 Free World). 

In Saigon, most of the action has been in Cholon, and in the western and southern 
outskirts of the city in districts 6, 7, and 8. Here, the enemy is still holding on 
doggedly, engaging in terror tactics, and directing attacks at power plants. While 
the damage resulting from the new attacks is not yet fully known, and there will un­
doubtedly be more before the Viet Cong are fully routed, in comparison with the Tet 
offensive, it is so far . quite light. Up to this 'morning, it is estimated that there are 
some 31,000 new evacuees, but a good many of these are reported already returning 
to their homes. A few hundred more Saigon homes have been destroyed, although 
there is as yet no accurate count.. Elsewhere in the country, reports indicate still 
lighter damage since few attacks penetrated urban areas. 

Saigon is reacting well to the current attacks. Morale is generally good. All major 
utilities are in operation, the central market is about 75 percent open (although food 
prices are up sharply), newspapers are appearing as usual (with thorough coverage 
of the recent attacks), traffic is lighter than usual, but still flowing freely in most 
parts of the city, government Ministries and the Assembly are working normally, 
and refugees are so far being cared for adequate~y. 

I think that what was said of the enemy's objectives in the Tet offensive can be said 
also of these attacks, that his main purpose has been to gain political and psychological 
advantage in order to strengthen his posture in negotiations. He hoped, I think, on 
the one hand through assassination and terror tactics and on the other through the 
effort to gain converts to the new "Alliance", to weaken further the political fabric 
of the Government of Vietnam, and to make psychol~gical impact on opinion h ere and 
abroad. I think we must make a determined effort to see that the world understands 
the nature of the attacks, including the intention behind them, the terror tactics 
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employed, and the enemy failure on the ground. We should stress the fact that the 
enemy is deliberately trying to increase civilian casualties while we are trying to 
move toward peace; that on the contrary, if they persist in these tactics, they risk 
military retaliation. 

C. Government Actions 

On May 7, in the frankest talk I have yet had with Thieu, he opened up on his thinking 
about restructuring the government. He described his dissatisfaction with the . 
present governmental machinery with Loe I s inability to take decisive action, and with 
the obstacles preventing him from getting vigorously at corruption, and the unwieldi­
ness of the present Cabinet and the incompetence of some of its members. In a long 
talk which Thieu had on May 4 with Tran Van Huong, they apparently came close 
together in agreement on what needs to be done. In essence, Thieu plans to reduce 
the size of the Cabinet, to set up the equivalent of a smaller "war cabinet" though 
not designated as such, to bring in Tr-an Van Huong as Prime Minister, and also to 
·include Ha Thuc Ky, Dr. Phan Quang Dan, and others in the government to broaden 
its base and increase its efficiency. Among other appointments he proposes are 
those of My Tho Truyen, Huong•s Vice Presidential running mate, to the Inspectorate, 
and a general officer to command the Capital Military District reporting to the Third 
Corps Commander, General Khang. Contrary to some rumors, he proposes to 
continue General Cao Van Vien as Chief of the Joint General Staff. Apparently, 
both Thie~ and Tran Van Huong feel that if they are to get at corruption in the police 
and other branches of the government, General Loan will have to be shifted to another 
command because of the prot.~ction he gives to many individuals engaged in corrupt 
practices. Loan is in many ways a controversial character. Our people who work 
closely with him believe he has be.en an able and effective Director-General of the 
National Police and he has pushed hard on Operation Phoenix designed to get at the 
infrastructure. He is a man of undoubted personal courage. He is, however, erratic 
and frequently through his actions compromises his· own and the Government of 
Vietnam's image. His name has been connected with unsavory rumors and I think 
there is little doubt that the reputation of the police with the general public is quite low. 

Thieu has had a frank exchange with Ky and some of the generals of the deficienci.es 
of the present government, but at the time of my talk with him, he had not yet gotten 
down to specifics or personal changes with Ky. 

The Administrative Reform Council, chaired by Thieu, has been officially announced 
·and will presumably· be in action shortly. Thieu has also signed the decree setting up 
the civil defense machinery under Ky and we understand that Ky's staff is moving 
rapidly to get a cadre training program underway. 

D. Pacification 

While field reports ne~essarily take time to assemble, our preliminary assessment 
is that no pacification setback comparable to Tet is in the making; in fact, very few 
losses have been reported to date. 
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Responding to Thieu's request, Bob Komer had a long talk with him on pacification. 
Thieu agrees with us in seeing it as a critical factor in the dec i sive year 1968. As 
he has frequently said, a Viet Corig main target is to gain control of as much of the 
rural population as possible in order to put themselves in a strong negotiating 
position, and to reinforce any demand for a coalition government or partit ion . 

. While agreeing that the Government's pacification concepts and policies are sound, 
Komer pointed out that the program was lagging badly because of inadequate machinery 
for carrying it out. He proposed that the Central Revolutionary Development Council, 
which now meets infrequently, be revivified to provide top level impetus and follow 
up. Similar problems exist at corps and province level. 

Thieu assured us that he is working on leadership problems; that very soon many 
more Province and District · Chiefs would be replaced. 

Komer also stressed two short-term incentives which could help to gain support of 
the peasant. First is the provision of adequate security, including persistent attack 
on the Viet Cong infrastructu:re. The second is in giving the farmer a better price 
for his crops. The Ministry of Economy has not yet made much of a dent in the 
problem of removing restrictions and eliminating practices which drain off piasters 
and thus deny the farmer and the merchant a fair return. 

Mobilization. Commendable initiative by the Government of Vietnam to move rapidly 
ahead with general mobilization is not without serious side effects. The latest 
Assembly version of the· draft mobilization bill could cause serious trouble for the 
pacification program and impair the effective functioning of the government. Drafting 
all men under 21 would mean losing 7, 100 of the present 39,000 Revolutionary 
Development cadre, and 7,000 police. Prohibiting recruitment for Revolutionary 
Development cadre, police, and other paramilitary forces in the 21-34 age bracket 
would also create serious problems. We have, therefore, suggested to the Govern­
ment, and I have urged on Thieu, that all military and paramilitary forces be 
covered in the mobilization, since the police, the Revolutionary Development cadre, 
the Civilian_ Irregular Defense Group, and the Provincial Reconnaissance Unit are 
just as actively engaged in fighting the common enemy and will prevent serious 
reshuffling and any disruption of the momentum of ongoing programs. 

Urban recovery. Last week's exceptionally strong directive from Thieu to Province 
Chiefs and Mayors to speed up resettlement is beginning to show results. Over 40 
percent of recovery requirements have been satisfied. Building allowances paid 
claims to over 38,000 (vs. 28,000 the week before), and over 43,000 families have 
received cement and roofing (vs. 32, 000 a week ago). In Saigon, apartment construc­
tion projects are progressing well, already up t9 the third floor at two sites. 

By last weekend, Tet evacuees had declined 10,000 to 510,000, in contrast to a peak 
of 821,000. In addition, there are over a million non-Tet refugees, who require 
continuing care until they can be settled. 
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E. Economic 

The economic picture has once again been dominated by Viet Cong activity. On 
Monday, May 6, retail prices rose 21 percent above their April 8 level; some 

• tendency to buy and hoard staples such as rice was noted. Another sign of the un­
easiness produced by Viet Cong harassment of the city was a jump in the price of 
gold. Supplies of most foodstuffs continue to be good. However, over the past 
weekend there was a Viet Cong attack on a Route 4 civilian ~onvoy and also, more 
unusually, on barges moving through the delta. There is some current intervention 
of meat and vegetables to Saigon, but rice stocks are ample. 

A survey of economic conditions in the delta that commenced last week indicates . 
that, at least prior to the weekend, the delta economy was returning to normal. 
Shipments of goods in and out were building up, in some cases had reached or 
surpassed pre-Tet levels. One continuing probiem is transportation costs, which 
continue to be as much as twice pre-Tet levels, despite the return to relative 
normality. The increased costs are chiefly a risk of premium paid to owners and 
drivers. 

The rice trade has not returned to normal. Paddy prices continue to be low; white 
paddy is selling ·for about VN $11 per kilo -- about 2 piasters less than a year ago 
at this time. Economic officers and rice merchants agree that the volume of paddy 
purchases continues low. Flows of rice into Saigon are also subnormal; available 
data indicate that April rice deliveries were in the 22-25, 000 ton range. 
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SUBJECT: Pr•aldent Frei To Vhlt BraEU 

1. Tho Oovernment of Chile and the Brazilian Oovernment announc•d 
almultaneoudy on May 2. that Prealdent Frei would vbit Brazil 
in S.pwnber, accepting Prealdent Coata y Silva'• lon1••tandlna 
lnvltatlon. J'ore lp Minbter Valdea told the pre•• that the two 
Prelident• would probably dhcu1u nuclear policy. expan■lon 

ct bilateral trade within the framework of Latin American 
integration, and the re ■ult■ of the New Delhi UNCTAD mMting. 

2.. The Qoqrnment•• Jd. Nacion hailed the vhlt as an exprea ■lon 

of Chile's policy of •••kins the wlde•t Latin Anwrlcan lnte1ratlon 
without formation of restrictive blocs. Other newapaper• re­
ported the announcement without colIUlWnt, except for communbt 
,!! Slglo '11 critical caption that "Froi h 1oing to ■hake the hand 
of Bra1dl' • gorilla. " 

3. Frei hae overlooked hi■ atatement in J'ebruary to me that he 
could not con1ider vldtin1 any other country while in ofilce with­
out flr■t visiting the United State•. Apparently, political ex­
pediency ha• conquered all ap ln. In February. Frei auggeeted 
that he would c:omblne a trip to the United State• with one to 
Br&1~U. However, more recently, ln April, f0Uewin1 Prealdent 
Johnson'• announcement that he would not stand for re-election 
and racial dhturbances after the aasaeslnatlon of Dr. King, 
Frei told me he could not oontemplate a vlait to tho US. I 
demurre d, but interpreted his remark• to mean that he did not 
wi•h to travel to the United state• to ■ay farewell to Prealdent 
Johnaon, but preferred to wait until after the lnaupratlon of 
hi• aucceaaor. While nothing more baa been aald about vlaltlng 
any other country, lt la quite conceivable that under Valdo•' 
ma11aa1ln1. J'rel could be prevailed upon to include the USSR 
and aoma Eastern European atop• aa part of any projected travel 
to the United Stat•• ln the future. 

DEC _,. f-'S FIED 
E.O. 129,;8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 7- 33/ 

J3y ~ , NA Date 3-lt ·9'1 
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Thur■day, May 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Sq1eated Reply to Letter from Preeident Park 

At Tab A la a sugp■ted reply to Proaident Park'• letter to 
you of April 25 (Tab B) wb.t.ch expre■aed hi■ appreciation for your 
ho■pitality iD Honolulu and hie ■atiafactlon with the meetin1• there. 

The aua1e■ted reply expre•••• yO\IJ' pleaaure that he could 
Join you in Honolulu and mention. your own aati■factlon with the 
occaaion. 

The Departm.Dt of State doe■ not believe that a reply i■ 
reqw:red. While I aar•• that one i• not required, I believe that in 
view of the fact that hi• m••tila& with you alao involved a Jov.rney 
for him and in view of con■ iderationa of troop■ for Vietnam and our 
overall relation■, a reply mipt be a. courteoua and appropriate 
1e■ture. 

I recommend that you aip the ■u11eated reply. 

W. W. Roatow 

Attachmenta 

cc: Mr. Jorden 

AJ:mm 

--
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(Translation) April 25, 1968 

Dear Mr. President: 

I wish to express my sincere and heartfelt appreciation for your 
warm hospitality extended to me during my recent visit to Honolulu. 
I am very much grateful to you for your personal welcome at the airport 
ax:id your thoughtfulness in sending me one of your personal planes to 
carry myself and my entourage as a gesture of your genuine friendship. 
Also, I will treasure your wonderful gifts to me, together with the 
pleasant memory of our meetings at Honolulu. 

Above all, your gracious presence at the reception of the Korean 
Consul-General and your most inspiring speech delivered on that occasion 
have greatly encouraged not only myself but the entire Korean people. 
I believe what you spoke there has also resounded through the whole of 
Asia across the Pacific. 

Our meetings have, I am confident, demonstrated anew the strong bonds 
of solidarity and friendship existing between our two countries. It is 
my confident hope that our personal contacts and exchange of constructive 
views conduce greatly_to bringing _the peoples of our two countries ever 
closer. 

Please accept, your Excellency, my very best wishes for your 
continued success and personal happiness. 

With my kindest regards, 

His Excellency 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

·President of 
the United States of America 

Sincerely, · 

/s/ Park· Chung Hee 



SEOR.B'P 

Mr. President: 

-

Thursday 
May 9, 1968 

Herewith the memorandum on the Czechoalovaldan situation 
which Dick Helma had prepared. (Tab A) 

CIA conclude• tha.t there are numeroue rumor& of Soviet 
troop movement• but aa yet they have not been able to find firm 
evidence. They further conclude that if movement• are confirmed. 
it would appear Moacow ha;a decided eome aaber-rattllng in order 
to influence the Czecho■lovalu to put a brake on their 
dernocrati&ation. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

P. S. At Tab B is a report from Heidelburg, Germany which 
calls attention to: 

A. Reports of the Soviet Twentieth Guards Army being 
deployed to southern east Germany. 

B. j 

C. 

,SECRET 

SANITIZED 
-E.0.13292, Seci 
NuJSAc P,~ 

By .H+".", NARA, Date ·IJ/ -0'/ 

EO 12958 3.3(b)(1)>25Yrs 
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9 May 1968 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT~ The Czechoslovak Situation (as of 1200 hours) 

i. I !Soviet troops are moving 

toWRrd Qr- into CzechoslQvakia, \ 

2. I 
/cla1.ms to have soon Soviet troops 

moving in the d:l,rection of Czechoslovakia in an area 

south of Krakow .ol\ 8 May, l I informed, ap-

parently by the local popu ace, that the Soviot troop 

continge11ts had taken four hours to pass one w1spec1fied 

location. During the sarue d11y1 jwhile 

en route to Prague, was stopped 50 kilomotors south of 

Warsaw and forced to retur11 to the Polish capital. On 9 

May ~'------~'was stopped on tho highway 50 km 

north o~ Warsaw and told to roturn. After protests and 

a two hour wait, ho was allowed to proceed, 

SANITIZED 

EO 12958 3.3(b)(1 )>25Yrs 
EO 12958 3.3(b)(6)>25Yrs 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJIRAc. 03-dP~ 

By AA '. NARA, Date 3·1-P1/ 
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3. On 9 Mall', 

he . had l1oard "laat night'' a roport of troop 
. . 

niov~mente on t ·he Czochoelovak border. · 

rumors going around Warsaw that Soviet· troops 

are rnov1ni into Czechoslovakia./ 

4-• . , 

jsovi_et troops wore moving in the aro'l\ and th.at 

these movo~ents wero connected with developmonta in Czocho­

elovakia. / 

·· s. There aro a variety of Soviet ground forces that 

could be callod upon if Moscow should come to the point 

of milit~r7 ·1utervention in CzechoAlovak1a. The forcoa 

·1n the Carpa.thiaJl Militar)· District ai•o generally in a 

high state of roadinoss and consist of thirteon diviaionS". 

Four of the five tank divisions there are considered combat 

ready, and · two of the oight -motori~ed rifle divisions 
-2-



Jft):~,, » ... l. 
ln the -area . arc considered combat_ ready. The closest 

formation to Czechoslovakia is a motorized rifle division 

at Uzhgorod on the Ulcraiuian-Czechoslovak border. The 

Soviets have 10 tank and 10 motorized rifle divisions 1n 

Bast Germany~ two tank divisions in Poland, and two tank 

and tw· mo~orized rifle clivisions i~ Hungary. Allot 

these forces are considered to be combat read, 

e. 

7. Czechqslovak party boss Dubcek told interviewer• 

at home on 6 May that he had calmed the ••anxieties" of 

Soviet leaders about the course of events in Czechoslo~aki~. 

- It . aee1111 clear that the Soviets, on the otller band, did 

. MO:Jm •nook 
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, .. , . __ , 

not accept Dl.lbcek's assurances that he can control the pace 

and scope of democratization. On 8 May Pravda quoted 

Dubcek,. thus informing Soviet readers ot their laaders' 

"Rnxieties." 

· a·. Colt\Jl\entaries on Czechoslovakia from Poland and 

Hungary/ .-----_ ___JI 
/may be of significance. The 

'-------~------~ Polos have continued to attack the "alien, anti-socialist · 

trend in the political life" of Czechoslovakia. The main 

~ar~y· dailf, .Trybuna ~'- said that this trend is Paimed 

at· undermining the guiding-role of the worki~g class 

(Communist) party, liquidating peop~e'e {Communist) power 

and setting Czechoslovakia at variance with fraternal 

socialist cQuntries. 11 The Hungarian party-controlled 

popular front · paper, Magyar Nemzet, on tho other hand, 

.said ·on .9 May it co.uld see nothing wro~g .with Czechoslovakia's 

new action pr~gram or its reforms. 

9 it ,.__ ____________________ ___. 

wouid appear 'that Moecow has decidad to do some saber-. . . 
rattin~ in order. to influanca the Czachoalovaks to put a 

brake on ·their democratization. 

! 
. . - . .. , .. _i 
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