
ACTION 

Mr. Pre•W.at: 

You caa•t ab.oee a man for try1Dc -- or maJN yo• caa. 

Kel Wabbllml au hla Tokyo editor aak If two tblai• are po••Dtle a• 
backSl" .... to tbe B.uk i..r.a.w: 

-- a plctve wlth yota; 

-- a •tat.meet Iran yoa tllat J011 an ''plea ... to ba .. Sec. Rau 
espre•• the Tlew el J'OGI' Aunlalatratlea to tbe peepw ef Japaa. " 

TJwlr caae: lt w..td make a "bis dlffereace" la tlae Impact of the laterriew. 

Till• woald IN rldlcal-• mrcept fn one fact: Wakalsaml ud Jal• e4ltor 
are flabthaa the ....-Americaa battle la Japaa -- wlthoat •••tlee. 

w. W. lloatow 

ObY. __ _ 

,aaoatow:rln 

Callme -
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COUNTRY: 

Do I:. 

SU3JECT: 

MATlON Rt::Por.r,, ~9!. ;:'JNAL.LY :ZVALUATED IN 

l60L~20Z aTE 

DIST 16 ~y 1968 

·sourH VIETNAM 

A?~IL - 15 MAY 1968 

! COR?S SITUATION REPORT OM QUANG NAM PROVINCE AS or 
15 t1A Y 

ViETNAM, DANANG CMAY 1968) 

T~IS IS VIETNAM SITUATION REPORT PREPARED AT 12e~ 

HOURS ON 1~ MA"t.BY CAS. 

Str:-H':A~Y: TH~ ENEi•tY HAS CONTINUED HARASSMENT BY lf;ORTAR AND 

~OC~Ei 7:RE YN ~UANG NAM PROVINCE, ~ITH ATTACKS COMING .AT EARLIER 

E~U~S :HAN ES:iOR!::. THE SECOND NVA DIVISION HAS NOT· .BEGUN TO ?-!Ota 

!0'4'ARD THE D.-UJANG AREA, ALTHOUGH THIS MOVEti!ENT .. IS EXPECTED. THE 

I,~!!RROGA! IO~ OF A NUMBER Or SAPPER CADRES ARRESTED IN OANANG 

RZV::A!.EJ ?LA:'i 5l FO~ SASOTAGE N-lJ TERRORISM TO ACCC.'-'i'ANf lHE 

ATTACK S':' F!~E ON THE NIGHT OF 4/5 MAY. THE CONFISCATION OF 

::NS!D::~AE~~ A~H-!uNITION, "ARMS, AND EX?LOSIVE IN OANANG INDICATES 

7~At iV.E VC ~O~L~ HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ACHIEVE AT LEAST SOME OF 

--- C 

ARRESTED. THESE ARRESTS 

SANITIZED. 
:-E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 9 7- .3 -:JS-

~Y .. ~ ,.N-t\RA.0.te 10-~~ 't1 
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WERE TRIGERED BY A REPORT OF SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY TO POLICE FROM 

A BUDDHIST MO~K UHO NORMALLY IS NOT NOTABLY PRO-GVN. POLICZ 

INFORMANTS nAV£ REPO~TEO THAT THE vc w~~E INFILTRATING SAP?ZRS 

AND CAD~~S !~70 OANANG TO CONDUCT TE~~OR!ST OPERATIONS AN~ TO 

S'i" IR ~? DE?•!ONSTRAT IONS. NO BUDDHIST C£nzt~ONIES ON BUDDHA. s 

SI~THDAY roox AN ANTI-GVN ATTITUDE. THERE 1s· NO EVIDENCt THZ 

?!OPLE A~E R!S?ONDING TO VC ·t:FORtS TO INCITE THEM TO OE~ONS• 

·TRA!IONS AT THIS TU!£. ENO SUMMARY. 

1. TEE ENEMY HAS CONTINW-0 TO HARASS QUANG NAM PROVINCE BY 

t10RT AR A~•;D ROCKET FIR~, WITii THE J-:om~s OF ATTACK, GRO\ilING EARLIER 

AND EARL!E~. ROCKET ATTACKS AGAINST POINTS IN THE DANANG AREA, 

CAUS!NG LITTLE DA,-1AGt, OCCUi£i{ED ON THE NIGHTS OF 8 ANO 11 l'.AY, 

FOR EXAt·l:'LE, AT ASOUT 2100 HOURS. ON 12 MAY, HOWEVER, A FEW 

~OCK::rs !-iIT DANANG AIRBASE AND MARBLE MOU~'TAIN AIR FACiLITY IN 

EARLY :::v::NING BETWEEN ABOUT 1ssa Atm 1930 HOUifS.- ON 13 ~!AY HOI 

P.N:1 ~UA:•!G NA~! CAPITAL, TOOK l\.fiOUT EIGHT MORTAR ROUNDS AT 1450. 

J-:;!.~AS~:E~••T THE NIGHT OF 13/14 MAY \'AS L!M.ITE!> TO AREAS OUTSIDE 

C~ :-:o ! AN ,.~!D A FEW ROUNDS I~ OANt.MG EAST AND CHINA EEACH ACROSS 

:~~ ~!VZR F~O~ DANANS. VERY LITTt!, ANO NO MAJOR, HARAS5M!NT 

14/15 MAY. AN UNTESTED POLICE INFORMANT 

,,st?,_\ , . .,(~--
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SAID THAT TH~ VC HAO SENT CADRES TO DANANG TO CHECK THE ACCURACY 

OF TH!IR MORTAR AND RO~KET FIRE. 

2. TH! Af:REST ,,OL..23._SAP?ER CADRES AND FOUR COMM0-1.IAISON 

CAD::lES IN D.!).N~NG BETWEEN 5 AND 10 MAY ATTESTS TO VC INTENTIONS 

to CONDUCT !ERROR!S! ACTIVITY, ASSASSINATIONS·AND SABOTAGE TO 

CR::ATE CONFUSION PREPARATORY TO LAUNCHING A S!COND OFFENSIVE. 

(COMM~NT! ACCORDING TO ONE ~E?ORT, THE ATTACK Pl.AN FOR QUANG 
--

NA!', AND D.~.N.qNG !N MAY ~O UlD BE DI VIDEO INTO TWO ?HA SES, OR SUB-

?XASES, 7XE F!Rst FEATUING GUERRILLA AND SAP?ER TACTICS AND --- --· ···•-~-,:".·---~------------------,------
:iARASS:t;ENT, W~!H THE SECOND SUB PHASE: AP?ARENTL Y TO INVOLVE GRO UNO 

►.•-NU TU",, .•.i~ .. ~"·• 

A??REHENSION OF THE SAPPERS FOLLO'..ED A CALL FROM THICH 

HEAD CF THE BO DE BUDDHIST HIGH SCHOOL, TO POLICE 

TUAN !OLD POLIC~ THAT A NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE NOT 

K~OWN 70 Hit•i WER! GATHERED IN THE SCHOOL COMPOUND AND BEHAVING 

S!RANG~LY. POLICE ARRESTED SEVERAL OF THESE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO 

\l!RE NOT DA~!ANG RESIDENTS. ONE OF THEM ADMITTED THAT ALL WERE 

~E!•!3E~S OF SAP?ER BATTALION Q/91. 

~. 3'.' :~ ?i!AY S0."1E FI_FTEEN OF THE SAPPERS HAD MADE SOHE DEGREE 

CF AD~~!SS!O~~ REGARDING THEIR ACT !VI!IZS FOR THE VC. INTERROGATIONS 
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TALION Q/91, \L'XICH WAS MADE UP OF FIVE COMlJNTES, NIIMBERING . 
3Z3 OR 4~~ INDIVIOU~LS, MALE AND FEMAt~. MEMBERS ~ERE RE-----------·-------··.--------
C~UITED MAINLY IN OIEN BAN DISTRICT, QUANG NAM; MOSTLY TEENASERS, 

AT LEAST ON:: AS YOUNG AS .. 1~,. Of BOT.K S£XE5 AND INCLUDING YOUTHS 

·OF _.J.3CXJT _l\ENiY Wr.'O HAVE BEEN TRAINED AS SAPPERS-AND TERRORISTS. 

·ON£ GIRL CKS .~ S~CTION CHIEF WHO wouLD·COMMAND· 27 ·OR 30 

H!,•1S!RS. AMO~G TP.E PZRSONN.EL OF Q/9.1 .A~E CADRE.S F_.ROM . ..REGULAR 
.. ---
S~??ER BATTALIONS, WHICH SEEM TO STIFFEN DISC·IPLINE OR TO· SERVE AS 

SPECIAL IS! S. ALL WERE HIGHLY .MQ!.IVA.!ED AND G I-VE·N ·ftiORE THAN SUPER-
.,,,.­ -
Fi CI AL T~AINING iN THE USE OF WEAPONS. SOME REGARDED THEMSELVES 

AS SUICID~ !~OC?S. THEY RESIDED IN RU~AL AREAS NOT FAR FROM ------
DA~ANG BU:-P~J V:SITEO DANANG AND SEEMED GENERALLY ABLE TO DRESS 

~ND S!HAVE I~ A ?•;ANNER THAT RENDERED TEHM INCONSPICOOUS IN THE 

CITY. 

~- :NTrR~CGA7IONS OF THE YOUTHS INDiCATED THAT THEY \;IERE 

io ~:A!<E: A SERIOUS ATTEM?T AT TERROR IS,~ AT 0200 HOURS ON 5 MAY. 

~T L!AS! r:FT'! ·YOUNG SAPPERS HAD BEt:N SZN'i TO DANANG ONE OR ':'\.:O 

DAYS t~~~:!R :O~ TH~ EFFORT. ONE GROUP ~AS TO ATTACK AND A!,EM?T 

R;,OI0 BROADCASTING STAT~Ot! .. · ONE YOUNG GIRL ~AS /,f'{c) 

-- --·-·---·-· ··-······ ······'·•!f{~i-
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• 7'.:i o?::R.~TE A 60MM l10RTAR IN ATTACKING THE MAYOR·s OFFICE. OTHER 

·• "1JECT IV!S IN DANANG INCLUDED HEADQUARTE~S OF ARVN SPECIAL SECTOR 
i 

:~f.DANANG ~NO ITS ENVIRONS AND TWO POLICE POSTS. THEY WERE TO 
I 

, ... a.x., 

•. ,UNCH THEIR ATTACKS SIMULTANEOUSLY-AT -0200 HOURS ON 5 MA.Y, TAKING 
; \ 

·:ltHEIR SIGNAL A ROCK::T ATT~CK AGAINST DANANG AIR BASE AT THAT 

:~~ _(WHICH i)Ill OCCUR AT ABOUT THAT TIM£). THE:IR CACIIES OF 

I w::A?ONS A~D-EXPLOSIVES WERi GEN~RALLY QUITE NEAR THE TARGET. THE 

CAC~E srr:::s 1N£~E TO BE USED AS RENDEZVOUS ?O !NTS FOR VARiou·s 

T~A~·!S OR AC'!' !ON GROUPS. THE ARREST OF SEVERAL OF THE SAP?ERS 

:>:..~:NG 7::::: ?RE-i•iIDNIGHT HOURS OF 4 MAY EVIDENTLY DISRUPTED -THZ 

~F:0~! AND ?~£VENTED ~NY OF THE GROUPS FROM LAUNCHING ITS ATTACK. 

TX! VC ACT ION 'MAY HAVE BEEN THWARTED ALSO BY THE CURFEW AND 

G:::-1:::RALl Y VERY TIGHT SECURITY MAINTAINED IN THE CITY, BUT THE 

:ACT i'HA7 T~IR WEAPONS WER-E CACHED W-ITHIN A FEW BLOCKS OF E.~CH 

TA~G:::T SUGGESTS 7HAT THEY MIGHT NEVERTHELESS HAVE SUCCEEDED HAD 

~Hi!a P~ESENCE NOT BEEN DISCOVERED ijHEN IT ~As~ 

s· .. THE D!SCOV!::RY AND CONFISCATION or CONSIDERABLE WEAPONRY, 

.. ..,11,,·--o" ·"''D 'C""?LOSIVt>S IN s,:-_v-... -~"L C"CH!S IN DANAHG Afl'l'S1~ .. e.;•:.-.,.n~J..i ! L•, r.,'i i:.A ... nn " 

---· 
TO CA?ABILITY OF !HE VC TO CARRY OUT THE!R PLA~S IF NOT A?PRE• 
-. 
h'ZN~!D. B't ~-4 :•:A'l A TOTAL CF ASOUT 6C~ !..:!LOS CF EXPLOSIVE HAO 

-;:·~ .. ?~-T-1-A-b 
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:EEN FOUND IN SIX CACHES DISCOVERED IN DANA~!G. AT THE HOUSZ OF 

A SUSPECTED VC AGENT, WHO HAD TAKEN FtIGHI', POLICE D!SCOV£P.ED 

THREE E/40 ROCKET LAUNCHERS WITH ELEVEM ROUNDS; FOlA Ai</47 RIFLES 

':JlTH 2,00e ROUNDS; FOL'R K/54 PISTOLS, A NUM2ER OF' GRENADES, 

At-:D SEVERAL TII"'.£ FUSES. OTHER CACHES, INCLUDH!G ONE ON THE EO 

DE HIGH SCHOOL COM?OUNE, YIELDED ADDITIONAL AK/47' S '4.'l!H SOME 

5,00£ ROUNDS, 3/4rt, ROUNDS, AND T!~~ FUSES AS WELL AS !HE EX-

~LOS!VE:S. PHAM DUY DAI, VC COMMISSIONER Or D~.NM!G CITY SECOND 

DISTRICT co;~MIT!EE AND FORMER SAPPER SATTALION COMMANDER (CA?TI.IRED 

DL':?!~:G T}{E: TET CFF'ENSIVE> HAS SAID THAT THE VC MAY rt~VE CACHED 

-~s ~rnCH AS 8~0 K!LOS OF EXPLOSIVES HJ DA~ANG BY FEERUAAY. 

S. C CO:=:~S~!T: IT WOULD APPEAR T i{~T O ~!LY YOUNG ';ERR CR !ST S 

\•.'!R~ TO ?ART!C!?ATE IN THIS P,l).RTIClI!...~R MISSION Ai\'D THAT FRO-

::'!:: 55 IO ~~A!.. S.~ ??ER S FR OM THE MILITARY UH ITS SU a ORDINATE TO THE vc 

QtJ.~~:G DA S?ECIAL ZONE CGVN QUANG NAM PROVINCE AND DANANG CITY> 

WE~!:: ;•!OT Ii~VOL'JEO. THIS SUGGESTS T H.!\T ACT ION OF 5 r-':A Y WAS 

SU??CSZD 'i'O B:: A CURTAIN RA!SER 'FOR LA~SR MIL!TA.~Y ACT IOI~ TF.~.T 

HAS ~:CT YE7 NATER!ALIZEO. THE OBJECTIVES CITED IN P~RA. 4 ARE 

~~'LY A 1E:':J OF' THE VC TARGETS IN DANANG REPORTED SY POLICE I~-
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.FORMANTS AND OTHERS.) 

7. THE SA-PP~S WERE TO INFILTRATE INTO DANAt-JG WITHOUI' 

WEAPONS. EACH WAS GIVEN VN$2, 000, A CERTIFICATE OF' RESIDENCE, 

!\ BIRTH CERTIFICATE AND A NEW SET OF CLOTHING. THEY LEFT FROM 

·Tr.ANH QUIT AND DONG HO VILLAGES, DIEN BAN, ON 4 MAY. EILLETS IN 

DANANG 1~ZRE ALREADY ARRANGED. F'On EXAftiPLE, THE TEAM' Tr.AT \iAS TO 

A!TAC!< THE RADIO STAT"!ON STAYED AT SO DZ HIGH SCHOOL (NEXT DOOR 

70 THE RAD.IO STATION) AND ~ERE TO RECEIVE THEIR WEAPOHS T~RE, 

A NO T HE ! EA M T H.~ T ~/AS T O ATTACK T HE D M! A fJ G HOT EL CU. S • E NL I ST ED 

:-iE:N" S BILLET> STAYED AT DANAtJG STADIUM AND WERE TO RECEIVE T HEL=: 

W~A PO~S THERE. 

CtJ 4 A?R!i.., SAID THAT VC LEADERS TOLD HIM DURING TRAIMH:G/REOO­

IENTAT!Oi~ IN THE NUOC MAN CriA39LE MOU~JTAIN) A?.E AFTER T>-E TET 

OF7ENSIVE, THAT TO SUCCEED IN THE SECCt-0 ~?RISI~G, THE VC r•~UST 

C.~RRY OUT A PE?.IO!) OF' DESTROYING GVN T~ANTS FROM 5 TO 20 APRIL. 

IF" THE VC COll.D DESTROY THE T~ANTS THEY COULD MOBILIZE TH!:: 

?u?ULA'!!O~! TO CONDUCT A DEMONSTRATION AND CREATE DIST~B~.~CES, 

W:!!CH WOtLO ?ROVIOE GOOD SUP?OOT FOR MILIT~.RY FORCES ATTACKIMG 

1/.0~1 ou:swE. THE vc LEADERS DID NOT SAY WHEN Th'E s::co~lD U?-
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RISING WAS TO OCCUR, BUT IND ICATEO T~T IT WbULO OCCLP. AFTER A 

PERIOD OF' nIMINATING GVN TYRANTS. THE VC SAID THE MILITARY 
~ 

F'ORCE IN TH:: SECOND~G WOUL~L~~RGER A~_WOY!:D ~~-~­

CLOSE SU?PORT OF RAID AND SHELLING BY HEAVY W~.f..Q.fJS TO ATTAC~--

0,AN ~NG A IR BA SE, MAR ELE MOUNTAIN A IR FACILITY, I CO..,~fS .. Ji;AD QUA~TER S, --------·--- -
AND TRINH MHlH THE BRIDGE. FOLLOWING Tt'.E ATTACK ANO AFTER TAKING 

OVER THESE LO CAT IONS, THE VC WOULD ATTACK DANA ~lG CITY WITH Hr!E NT 

TO OCCUPY. W}!EN THE ORDER F'9R MILITA.,Y ATTACK IS ISSUED, VC 

UNDE.~GROUND POLITICAL CADRES WILL ATTEi':iPT re ?ERSUOAE THE POPU­

LATION OF' DOi-:G GIANG, THIRD DANANG DISTRICT' TO ~oss THE P.IVE:R 

SY SOAT TO DEMCNSTRATE, 

9. CCO~MENT: THIS PATTERN OF' PL_ANN;D ACTIVITY'APPAREN!LY 

HAS r!OT CHANGED, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL P.EPORTS INDICATE THAT T~ DATE 

CF THE-SEC-ONO OFFENSIVE WAS DELA YEO EECA USE OF' POSSIBLE LACK OE,_ ---------------------------
COCR!>!NAT IO~ AND NEED FOR TROOP RE?LAC'.e:MEHT AND REORIENTATI°OtJ. ---------------~------------
~i!LITARY rnTELLIGENCE HAD NO REPORTS OF' ~10VEMENT OF' THZ SECO:·lD 

NVA D !VISION ~OWARO THE DAN ANG TACT !CAL AREA OF' P.ESPONSIBIL IT'! 

EY 12 MAY, ALT HOUGH SUCH A MOVE IS EXPECT ED. CT HE SECOND D !V !SI CN -. 

HAS FIGURED IN ALL REPORTS OF' PLANNED MAJOR ENF.MY ACT ION AGAH!ST ------------------------
DAN.ANG.> POW STATEMENTS INDICATE TnAT ELEfv'ENTS OF THE FU~ ST 

. ,,r{c)) , ... ,.,,, 
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VC REGIMENT, SECOND DIVISION, MAY BE ATTEMPTING TO TIE DOWN 

F'RIENDLY FORCES IN THE VICINITY OF ROUfE NO. 14 WHILE THE RE­

MAINDER o; THE SECOND NVA OIVISION··sv-PASSES THE AREA IN A MOVE 

TOW ARO THE COAST AL P'LAINs • ) 

10. ACCORDING TO POLICE INFORMANT REPORTS THE VC HAVE 

INSTRUCTED CADRES TO USE RD CADRE UNIFORMS AND BlDDHIST MONKS 

ROBES TO ·INFILTRATE INTO DANANG .~NO TO CONCEAL WEAPONS INSIDE 

COFflNS 7.0 CARRY THEM TO DANAi~G CITY. OTHERS WORE BANDAGES AS 

\:iOUNDED CIVILIANS AND "LENT TO DANANG BY SUS. THE VC ALSO HAVE 

E:'.EN ORGA:~ :z ING your H/TEENAGER SUCIDE GR CUPS •• THEIR MISSIONS 

INCL UDE. TE~R 0~ !ST ACT·IVIT Y A ND OR GAN IZAT ION OF DEMON ST RAT IONS 

IN DANNANG. THEIR AIMS INCLUDE ~EATION OF' CONFUSION AND GETTING 

THE ?EOP'"-E TO DEMAND A COALITION GOVERNMENT. THE VC WERE PLAN-

NING THE SA~lE TYPE OF ACTIVITY AGAINST DISTRICT HEADQUARTE?.S 

OF THE PRO,VINCE AS "WELL. 

1 l. I'r DOES. NOT APPEAR THAT THE VC CAN SUCCEED IN. AROUSING 

T Hr ?OPULA CE. 19 .D~ptONSTijAl IONS AGA INSI; T.H:: GVN. 

-WHO IS NOT· NOTABL·Y PRO-GVN, ·IS ·oNLY ONE EXAMPLE OF PRIVATE 

CITIZENS WHO HAVE NOTIFIED THE POLICE OF SUSPICIOUS ACTIOHS. IN 

HO! AN !HE h'ZAD Or THE UNIFIED BUDDHIST ASSOCIATION, WHO FRE-
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SIDED AT THE BLOOP.A EIRTJJDAY CEREMONY ON 11 ['iAY, WAS EXfREi1£LY 

POLITE AND CONCILIAT~Y TO PROVINCE OFFICIALS AND P.EFRESENTATIVES 

CF' THE PROVINCE SENIOR ADVISOR WHO lj'.::RE PRESE~'T. HE CALLED UPOt~ 

!.HE PEOPLE ro BE GOO!) VIETNAMESE DUR !NG THE YEAR »o TO WORK FOR 

:AN H!DEPEr:O!NT. VIETNAM. NO DEMONSTRATION WAS ATTEMPTED ON 

BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY IN DANANG, ALTHOUGH INFO:R!1ANT REPORTS INDICATED 

. "i'HAT THE VC HOPED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ASSEMBLIES ON THAT DAY TO 

CREATE CONF_US_ION AND E.VEN DEMONSTRATIONS. REGIONAL POL ICE HEAD­

QU~RTER S n;:-,J ISSUED INSTRUCTIONS THR.OUGHOUI' I ~OPS TO WATCH FOR 

ANY VC t•:iH!!?ULATICN ·OF CROWDS AND TO STOP ANY ATTEMPTED DEMON-

STRATION !M~EDiATELY. 

-1-2. FIELD DISSEM.: .. StATE USMACV 7TH AIR FORCE CINCPAC 

PACFLT A~?AC P.~CAF III NAF CORDS 
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Tllaraday, May 16, 1961 -- 6:45 p. m. 

WEMOllANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJJ:CT: Mewa Media Coataict■ 

o .. r tlae put few .. Y• 1 ha'" brlefed tJae fellowlaa on Parl■: 

RLN 

Tlleaday, May H. 1968 

Tam leamNrt, Loe Allple• Tlmee, OD tbe teleph-• 
..,. l'nace. BUSINESS WEEK, la my olflce 

........ y. May 15, 1968 

Waz J'rauel, N•• York Tlmea, la ~ efflce 
(Len.r Velie, Reader'• Dla•at. la my otllce) -- Middle Ea•t 
Jack s.tlaerlaad, U.S. NEWS • WORLD lt.EPOR T. la my 

office 
••• Wlglaa, The Waablapaa Poat, •n telepl::eae 
llo•cN D!l'•nm •••. oa the telepllw 
ChaJmeY'■ Roltert•, OIi the tele .. aa,. I Jut blm aarcl OIi tile atery. 

Tla•rnax, Mat .,. 1968 

WWlam S. Wblte, la my offlce 

w. w. ao■tow 
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Tbar■daJ, MaJ 16, 1968 -- 4:15 PM 

Mr. Pn■iclent: 

Joe Palmer laaYe■ aoon for a to•~ of 17 African cOIUltriea. 
All but one (tbe Co .. o) are comatriea tbe Vlce Pre■ldent dld..!!!L 
rialt on bla trip la J amaary. 

It occurred to Joe tlaat, al.De:• JOU have ur1ecl blm ••••ral 
tlm•• to set out to Africa, JOU mlpt be pera-.de4 to ••ad aloq 
•~ PreaicleDtlal memento• for eacll ol tu Pre■ldeat'• he will 
••• (llat at T.:ib A). l"or aampla, yoa mlalat wiu te aend either 
a pair of tu PnaldeDtlal-aeal call liDk• for ncll Pnalclent, or aD 

aato1rapllect copy of Tbla America, or both. 

Tbla la DOt a nmat. bat it la a Dice idea and woald be well 
received lD Africa. 

W. w. Roat.ow 

Let• ■ a end: Cull llDk■ --
Auto1rapMtl book• __ _ 

No ---
Call me ---

EKH/YJnr 



LIST OF COUNTRIES MR. PALMER WILL VISIT 

NATION 

Cameroon 

Central African 
Republic 

Chad 

The Gambia 

Congo(K) 

Gabon 

Guinea 

Niger 

Senegal 

Sierre Leone 

Upper Volta 

Ug_anda 

Burundi 

Rwanda 

Nigeria 

LEADER 

Ahmadou Ahidjo 

Gen. Jean Bedel Bokassa 

Francois Tombalbaye 

Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara 

Joseph D. Mobutu 

Albert Bongo 

Ahmed Sekou Toure 

Hamani Dio ri 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 

Siaka Stevens 

TITLE 

Presiderit 

President 

President 

Prime Minister 

·President 

President 

President 

President 

President 

Prime Minister 

Lt. Col.. Sangoule Lamizana President 

A. Milton ·obote 

Michel Micombero 

G:regoire Kayibanda 

Maj. Gen. Yaku bu Gowon 

President 

President 

President 
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!• Dtaauaiona ot \otal eeeeatlon ot bmbi5. 

The toncolal aoUom would not pna1Dde • OOll\inulag diaoueion 
ot • tcnal. ONtlA\ion of llcabSng bw\ we abou1d ~ to keep 11 wi\bla the aon­
n.w ot the total peolre• of 1aw to be nago\iated. Tbe bclllb1111 la oar 
Priaal7 •pelftldu" and ebou1d be lftll~ '° the la\ '° ..... ux1aml oon­
\J'lbu\ioa \o •praap\ and producs\i._. diarmiom and &11•••8'•• We ■boold 
no\• nluolan t.o name ballblftl 1n \la lllno1-Ha1pboac arw vblneftl" 11 
h11111tU appll"eM \ha\ Iba emay 1e inana■iag bU uUTitietl in Iha 8011\b or 
clallbe:rataq nallillC \be •ac,Uniona. 

u ym ... u.r •ri' 111 v. tOl'eca1nl Ytew, I muld naen tba\ ,_,. 
be puNd '° our mgo\iaMN 1a Pam. 

JI. D. T. 

--:::#JP4F 



Mil. P.RJ:SIDENT: 

TIMPa. , May 16, 1968 
1:00 p. m. 

8-rewltlt. Haa-rlmaa aad Vaac• COIIIINl .. lay 
oa NmWalc betwNa tbe 19th aad 20th parallel• 
to ••• If tlriey caa ■moke Gilt a DMZ prepoddoa 
over tlMa .,..kelld. 

w. w . .ltoatow 

~ ROUT ~ Parla 805 to Helm• from Davi■) 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J q-z- 3 ~3-

By ~ , NARA D te H>-s---c; 8 
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• -DECLASSIFIED 
E.·O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 • • 
NL,J 'f 7·.:. 3o1.g· • · · 

By · ~ · , NARA Date 11>~,~'18 

. . 

1" tr~ P S £ C fl e--t'" 1613~'2- MA't aJ GIT!' SCPAR.l. S 8_, 
. . .. .· . . . . 

'ff\l\£0X41E scwAs·iu IGTOW 

WSSELT •• 

f(;tl-, ~a \-\EL~$. ,,-es Oi#.L...,. r:9.or\ DAV Is 

•• 11.MlRl MAN AND VAtlCE HAVE ASl(EO ME TO 5EtJO (<U@lil!.Nr. I\E :SSAGE •.•. 

!H(l0·OO'i Ou&. C.ilANHEL ro~ CELlVERl TO SECSTAfEe rt JS . • • 
' ~ - . . ' 

-, . !N R.EPL 'Y TO CIT€ CAP 9 H"5l P£CE1\l/E1) l'liIS MORRllC . 

i 
,1 :1\ 
.. l 

'• •. ·' 
: . 

. '. ·) :. :. 
; I !·-

'·_.,.L 

.AtCORCJNG, to LATER PHONE CAU 'ROM. RO&TOW, THAT tr\!SSA&E-~ 
,.. 

'AODlttSSEO R..OSlOW to HAfltIMAW-AC.TUALL y WA-S rr,tott SE.CST ATE Af'TER' . 

lALKJNG TO H[GtfEST AUTHORITY 4' J:'Ot.,U,WUJG $HOUIJJ OJ:" COU~$£" Bf 
. ' . 

TR.~ATED- i\S f'(lIVILEGE'0 ~KMUNICATl0N • 

• 
FbR_ 1\-\E sECfltiTAR.Y :Vrtot\ HAtlRH'\A-N A"D VANCE.; 

~ti.I-\ (l[F£RE~c 10 '!·OUR CAP .. 'al\95\ 1 WE ~E OF COUlSl: a>~E~EI> 

Wll\-\ .tHE C6MT lNOVJG 6UILO..-UP )J.1'0 lKE FAtLVRE TO lt#Oit.A!E Af/Y 

RiST({AJNT ON ·lK~ J)A~T O'.F lH!; NOJtlll \I IE1'HAME$E. • VIE HAVE. 

. RE.fEATEOL-V UNOERLlNED -nus "TO THE. .~.lO-R.1'\ VU:.TNAKEic OELE'-ATlOfJ • ,, . :» . 
·fif 
a, 

Al iHOU~l-\ lt\£~i \IA$ Se:llfJ Ho V ISI6LE fflOGRESS, THE~ Al'E • i?!. . .. 
:.IC Tc:r6N ·~ ; , ".~("' :f<?'. , · ·_ ·, t, -;; ""-~,;t;,! '?t o'':\'tf~ ,/,i'!'~•i , 

,~ 1-;-/~~;·~·i tt:(Jt~;i}l\t~1t-,}JJJ!~1t &E ,,.tt~!~~,!tlP:t:~i. ~,~t--."!-0 I AL ~,~; i!;~ 2t~: , -~tI~S:: /~,f:,:;~;~::~-~iil~•-f{t~;•;~~ ,•~./•t;f~7:,l~:v~,~i)~:.: ::-~-._."-.,Zr,~ti·• t iT41~,:-~-~,,~1,•.-<.;-i{1'>-'"~J~:tJtt.t '~ • r,)-; ~l' ," ~~--.. ,~::..-f.~!~..,1.q .,.,~;~ , .. J, • ._4 .- ~--::,-: ,• • ~•', _. ~.. .i,,.--.6.,~ ..-•.. ~. 

AKIATH>.ff OF 1tKE OLD Pff4$£ AIPKA~ 6· f'ORt\ULA. • fN ,-,us ; · . t:: ·_ 
. " ' • ' ' . . ' ' Ii·. 

C()jJtJECfO~; ~ RECfl\JEO lWO il!PcR,::S lE~'TfftOA,, 1KE fUlST W4i f> 
C • ', • • • , • • .. ::::-: 

· .. V~O .. t\ A~STRAL.tAN AMBA,tAOOR .AMOER:SOlt1 ~ ·A RESULT OF 4. CQMVEftSATl0/1'_ .. < ···-
• · ll t\~IIAt; 14

1
.Jtl t\AtJ~• tl $-' • • •• • E' W4s •••••• ••• , ·.•. , , •• • 



: --i: ~J:
7

,.~::_~·:_~_~:,~J-~,·;~~::•~.~~~~~'.;~!.:~:~ · • fi~:1Y~:.~G-s~i'~--~~~l·:.~.~~--:. ,:_·~--:~-,:~::>~~-<-~ ... 
I ,'.. trl~~stirJf·•~ ~~:,os~ COHC(!Jf ING~t~(oKi.~. -~£COrJOt. Yi_.6\11_~_ ~~<-~{it\:,·, ;p. 

r .. ··t>lEK Rf'Po·.R;Eb ·:ye;~·<.'·•·· e'·rr-,RO.Af-ftt~T --F~NCil JQJ~ALl s-f5 .. 'tti;i>"' =roLo-··;.(~ ·- - • _ ______,,.,, 

11'\E H0~1" \/i~1NA1'\ESE WE.RE SA1~ 1:-HAT lP. lt-lf: VS FIR.ST ~Of·'f>EO 

'Tl-\E.. R,o-MitNG1 NORl'l-1 V\Elt-lAI'\ ,i[GHT 8E WlLLUIG; 10 00 ~l'\E.THlN, 4&0\J'T 

n\E Ot\l.. 

~ 0-J4l4jEL"JES J\A'IE t«rfED ,~Af ··n1U'f HA~ fiPOKErl ~T 

C.O~~t:OG:R.Af,LE lE NG1~ A!OIJ'f 1t-\E DMZ, C.(UT £ t.{Z.IMP lN t>E'lAtL OOR. 

•Afj~" OJ lt\E ~1 1 WlftCii COUL() hlOtCATt lMAT K£ -.s 6'HLOfHG. 

up ~ C,\SE 10 Sl:Ll. 1l\E YoBL.lC lHAT N0tt1li vu::i *"' WOUL() &4 f-.N BY 

1\-\E R'-l~TA9,i..lC.,I\J\EHT OF 1t<E OKI. 

Al.T\ft,\l&\\ wE TA~E ~ TRIS ~llH SVfTABLE ~iHS OF SALT, 

WE F£E'L f"AT T\-\ERE /U'f IE A CHANCE TO Ol!VELDP SOHE FOltW4ft0 

~o·VEto\E.N1"., l~ 1"ijAT .\$ 1\tE CASE, WE ~GGES't' f~ ~OUR COHSlDERATIOPt 

1W-1' fl~ UJ',T\'f\T'.f l ON OJ:' l'Kf QiOJ1& \NG BElWE.£.N jHf tJlNEff.'ENf' All() 

TWEf"l.\Elt\ f/lAALLEL;, ~1,\.\T RETARO 11\E EXfLOR,\lJ:DN OF f\1Q{ fos·-;(&lLIT~. 

~E. Tt\ER£f0t~ W66tST WA \TlNGr • OITT R. A,- LEAST AfTER lli!EK£1U> 

Dl'JU.OUo\ENtS, lNCl.UOINGt OUR SATf.ROA'i to\~,tNG, l'O iEE NUT M1 

p·evaor ,\\..br'G ,~SE \.lNES. 

VNQvO"tE 

~c, PSEC:R::l:T 

gr 

2 
., 
' -

. 



INJ"ORMA TION 

Thursday, May 16, 1968 
12:15 p. m. 

Mr. Pre aldent: 

Tiu■ VC ColOAel'a &•••••meDt o£ 
the ateady A&tlonalht aplrlt 1n the 
ARVN 1• hepe{ul -- •••n Ult haa a.n 
aatl- tr. s. ·aavor. 

W. W. Roatow 

wwro■tow:rla 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, cc. 3.6 
NLJ _3;2 

1.5{~} 
3.4(o){1) 

L/1 ---
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TO F'EBR UAR Y 19"68 

CA PT lRED VIET CONG COLONEL,. S DISAGREEMENT -

WITH CENTRAL OF'F'ICE FOR SOUTH VIETNAM'S 

ASSESSMENT OF ARVN'S STRENGTf{S AND WEAKNESSES 

VIETNAM, SAIGON C4 MAY 1968) FIELD NO. 
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I I •.. 
' I 
I 

... 
i \, .: 
I 

SUMMARY: THE MILITARY PROSELYrINQ SECTION OF THE 

CENTRAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH VIETNAM CCOSVN> BELIEVES THAT 

THE ARMY QF VIETNAM CARVN> IS RENT WITH DISSATISFACTION, 

AVERSE TO COMBAT, ANO COMPOSED OF SOLDIERS WHO 00 Nor 

REALLY HATE THE VIET CONG ·eve> ANO DESIRE A PEACE 1N WHICH 

NOBODY WILL BE BOTHERED OR HAVE TO END~E OIFFICllLT'IES. 

ALSO, MOST ARVN OFFICERS ARE SUSPICIOUS OF THE U.,s. AND 

DO NOT LIKE AMERICAN, ATTITLOES. 

.... • __ w:··REGAROS ARVN AS AN AGGRESSIVE ANO EFFECTIVE Fa:tCE. 

•• I 

I 
,,'·; I 

; ~- • ?: 
I i ·-.. 

: •• r 

HE AGREES THAT ARVN PERSONNEL \IANT PEACE BUT ONLY ONE 

1. ACCORDING TO COLONEL 

·--------·····--· ---:·-----
-- ... -· . ... 

·--•.-,- ···-·--
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\ ~-- ..i..=,;,,;,,,,;;.,;,;..=-.. _ __.;..-;.;.._...;,•'-'.;_' 1 ________ _ 

r------. 

•. • THE MILITARY PROSELYTING SECTION HOLDS THE FOLLOWING 

: .. 

I 

VIEW OF THE ARMY OF VIETNAM (ARVN): ARVN PERSONNEL HAVE 

DOUBTS ABOtrr BEING ABLE TO RELY ON CONTINUED U.S. SUPPORT, 

ALTHOUGH IN IT IALL Y THEY PUT THEIR TR UST IN U .s. MILITARY 

PROWESS. ARVN IS ALSO RENT WITH DISSATISFACTION CAUSED 

BY IN_E_QUIT lES AND FACTIONAL ISM'. THE TR OOPS AtT lT UDE 

TOWARD THE vc IS NOT REAlL y ONE OF HATE aur RAT HER MISTRUST 

OF VC PROPAGANDA AND FEAR OF LOSING FREEDOM SH0U.D THE 
,. - -! VC WIN. __ I?_~ ING COMBAT, ARVN PER SON NEL FIR£ OUT OF SELF-

! DEFENSE RATHER THAN BECAUSE OF ANY MORE Act IVE MOT~VE. 

BECAUSE OF LOW MORALE; RELIANCE IS PLACE-0 ON SUPER I~ IT Y 

OF NUMBERS AND WEAPONS. ALL THAT ARVN PERSONNEL WANT IS 

A PEACE IN WHICH NOBODY WILL BE BOTHERED OR HAVE TO ENDURE 

DIFFICULTIE~. _ANY R£GIME WILL DO. MOST ARVN PERSON-NEL 

LOOK UPON THE U.S. FORCES IN VIETNAM AS A NECESSARY Mil.ITARY 

ALLY ANO THEY ARE VERY WILLING TO COOPERATE IN ~DER TO 

l·. ASSURE U.S. ASSISTANCE. HOWEVER, MOST OFFICERS BELIEVE .. .. 
I • 

. THE U.S. IS NOT HELPING THE GVN FOR PURELY ALTRUISTIC 

' .. 

·-: 

---------
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REASONS, AND THEY DO NOT LIKE AMERICAN ATTITLDES TOWARD 

THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, THE AMERICAN FEELING OF SUPERIORITY, -•. 
'• :~· AND SO F'QRIH,_ 

... 

-
2. COLONEL STATED THAT WHAT HE HAS LEARNED -

OF ARVN DURING THE PAST YEAR, PLUS NEW INFORMATION RESULTING 

FROM CONTACT WITH ARVN PERSONNEL SINCE HIS CAPI'LRE, HAS 

LED HIM TO FORM AN OPINION OF ARVN THAT IS FAR DIFFERENT 

~· ~HAT THAT HELD BY COSVN. HE DESCRIBED HIS VIEW IN THESE 

.... 
: .. I. 

,, I 

J 

WORDS: -
"THERE IS QUITE· A STRONG CURRENT OF NATIONALISM 

AMONG A-RVN PERSONNEL. I KNOW FR OM CONVER SAT ·IONS 

THAT THERE rs. CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT GIVEN TO 

U.S./GVN RELATIONS. THERE IS NO OPEN OPPOSITION 

TO THE U.S. BUT THERE IS A DECIDED DIFFERENCE 

IN IDEAS. ARVN CANNOT BE SHRUGGED OFF AS AN 

INDIFFERENT, PUPPET FORCE. ARVN DOES WANT PEACE, 

BUT ONE IN WHICH BOTH THE VC AND AMERICANS GET 

OUT. ARVN IS. AGGRESSIVE. ITS PERFORMANCE WHEN 

TAKEN BY SURPRISE DURING THE TET OFFENSIVE WAS .A 

GREAT SURPRISE TO ME. IF ARVN IS NOT DEFEATED 

. ----·-····--·····-·-- ---
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OUTRIGHT BY A DEFINITEL_Y SUPERIOR MILITARY FORCE, 

··-·· 

.. . ... 

,_ 

.... 

THERE IS NO POLITICAL FORCE OR STRATEGY WHICH 

COULD DISINTEGRATE A LARGE PART OF IT OR STIR 

UP WIT HIN iT A REBELL ION· WHICH COULD SUCCESSFULLY 

TOPPLE THE GOVERNMENT." 

3. FIELD DISSEM: STATE USMACV nH AIR FORCE 

D IR/JUSPAO CMR. NICKEL ONLY> CINCPAC PACFLT AR PAC PACAF 

. ' .......... - ----· ·--· .. --· --··----------- .. ··-. ·-· • ··-



lNFOB.MA TlON 

Thur•4ay, M.a.y 16, 1968 
U:10 p.m. 

Mr. Pre•ldeat: 

You wW M bate:re■ted bl tht. well­
b&luced ClA-SaJ.aoa apprabal ot the 
May VC offenam. 

Then la a •nmm•ry a.ad key pa.aaa1•• 
are mark.d. 

W. W. Jtoetow 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ - 3 ;z 

1.S(c} 
3.4(b)(1) 

Dy • , te.3~::> -'V 

WWRoatow:rln 



January 26, 2000 

PROCESSING NOTE: 

Pages 5 and 12 are missing in the original copy of# 48a, and thus they are missing in this 
sanitized copy of the document. 

REGINA GREENWELL 
Senior Archivist 
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SANITIZED 

• • • • • • • • •• • • . . 
•• 

1'5 MAY 1968 :-:• . . 

0~ r~} ·) f ; COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAlt 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ ~7- :,;ls' . 

' 001 MAY 1968 By .>6' , ARA Date I• -.;).1-141 l\/4'.v ,.11t,Ki :::: 
SUaJECT 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

SITUATION APPRAISAL: THE MAY VIET CONG OFFENSIVE 

VIETNA:ll, • SAIGON (14 MAY 1968) FIELD NO, 

A STAFF OFFICER OF THIS ORGANIZATION. 

OF THE Cu1tR~~T-SITUATION. IT IS NOT k'i OFFICIAL JUDGMENT BY 

THIS AGENCY OR &'IT COm>ONENT. IT REPRESENTS THE OBSERVATIONS 

A.~D INTERP:.U:TATIONS OF A STAFF OFFICER BASED ON INFORltATION 

AVAILABLE TO HIM AT THE TIME OF PREP!JtATION. 

.. . . .. 
• • .. 
• • .. 

~

.·.· .. 
• . . . . . 
• • • 

I
.· . . . 
• • . . .. . . . . 

I:•:• • • . . . 
• • , .... ... 

. .. .. . , .... . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . ' .. 
• . . 
• . . 
• . . . . . . 
.. . Ii::: 

~U~~A.RY. THOUGH "GENERAL,.. IN REGARD TO ATTACKS BY FIRE, THE ,:-: 
.' . . . 

\ r.~., MAY Or:'FENSIVE TIIUS FAll HAS DEEN LIMITED ALMOST ENTIRELY TO TIIE SAI- ·,::: 
I I•:• ti •• ii GON AREA, AND HAS ACCELERATED ENEMY ATTRITION DESPITE AN APPARENT 1-:-

, HUSBANDING OF FORCES. THOUGH LONG DELAYED, THE OFFENSIVE SEEMS TO w 
i-HAVE BEEN PRE~TURE IN TERMS OF ENEMY PREPAREDNESS AND. A POLITICAL 5E=: 
1~ EXPLANATION OF ITS TIMING MUST BE CONSIDERED. POST-TET VIET CONG -c!•:• 

~ DOCU~fE~TS HAVE CALLEO ATTENTION TO THE EARLIER FAILURE WHILE URGING f?IET 3~::;, 
:i • J 2i-:, 
1\coNG/NORTli VIETNAXESE ARn' (VC/NV) FORCES TO FPaGE AP.:S:AD "ON TP'..E CRESZl,T 1j::: 

_ /,Ii )r.· J" • ,.,, .. •, 
__,;,_,;.;.;;;;,;,;..._....;.;;,.c~t.re~•"'~co~":-ro_,:,,.., _________ 1. •, 

j • ·-·------··: ·•-·- . - ·---·•-··-- .. -·-- ···-····· . .. - :•. 
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OF VICTORY." THE DOCUMENTS ALSO SPEAK OF TIGHTENIHG THE SIEGE\:· 

ON THE CITIES TO SPEED DISRU?TIOt•i OF THE GOVERi~MENT OF VlE!NAi•l \ .. 

CGVtD AND TO PERMIT LIBERATION OF THE ENTIRE RURAL AREA. .! 

MORE PRIVILEGED INFORMATIO~, ACCORDING TO AGENT REPORTS, 
. 

DISCUSSES THIS IN iERriS OF THE P~ACE SETTLEMENT AND THZ NEED TO . 
. \ i 

~\ 
P.EMOVE CERTAIN TOP GVN LEADERS. KIGH LEVEL RALLIERS SUGGEST i 

1 ti~ 
:\ MILITARY DISILLUSIONi1ENT WITH THESE POLITICAL GOALS. CCMi1U:HST r. 
: ffiOPAC:A:-JDA OUTPUT EQUATES THE ?~ESE.NT ATTACKS ldlTH THE EARLY \ 

i; i:° 

\\ SPii HlG OFFENSI.VZ IN TEl1MS CF GRANDIOSE GOALS AND IN THE AP?EALS f.~ 
\l ~­

'\-~FOrt UPrtISING, WHILE ALSO SPEAXWG OF THE ISOLATIO~ OF THZ LEAOE:~5;:•: ., l~l 
(h·r.E GOVERN:1ENT HAS CONTINUED to FUNCTION AS USUAL; THE ARI~Y r: 
i:_/o; THE !ii::?UBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) ACID THI:; POLICE HAVZ ilO>E vl 
JREASONABLY WELL. THE ATTA~KS HAVE NOT DIVERTED ATTENTION FROM r1• 
;I! f; 
I. r· !-~ OTHER PrtlORITY AREAS AND PLANS TO STRE_NGTHEN THE GOVERt~rlE~T /1 
I t I 
\ ~A:{E GOING ·FORWARD. AP?EALS FROM THE ALLIANCE OF NATIONAL, J:·J 
\-1 : -; 
JP~MOCRAtlC AND PEACE FORCES HAVE NOT BEEN ANSijERED. ON THE // 

iN~GATIVE SID[, HOwEVER, THE GVN APPEARS TO HAVE GENERATED C> rl • 
I .I .. , • \ . w 
.,,r~J 

--· ··--·. --· • __ _. ...... -· .. ····.-·-·-------. - ·--·- . - _ _3,.1/.' li 
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~-~ ?OPi.JLAR RS:SENTMEN1' BY' ITS 0'VER-RELIANCE ON AIR ANE> 

ARTILLERY POWER IN ROOTING THE VC OUT OF SAIGON. THIS RE-

SUL!ED IN SUBSTANTIAL DEVASTATION BEING WREAKED ON PAP.TS Or J TH:: CITY AND HAS LED TO SOM£ CRITICISM, EVEN BITTERN:::ss, 

ij TOWA..."q,D THE GVN AND U.S. 

I 
ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY HAS TAKEN HEAVY LOSSES 

,1 IN THE SAIC-ON AREA, HE·RETAINS CONSIDERABLE OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES 
j 
n 
~ 

~ 
.U1) MAY LAUNCH .MAJOR ACTION IN I CORPS Al'c"D THE \raSTERN HIGHLA.~DS, 

k~D POSSIBLY >.GAIN IN SAIGON FROM THE WEST. PRESENT INDICATIONS 
I 

i J 
·f 
!' 

A.~E TH..\T TGE::.CODllN·JSTSz.CON!l'•INt.ra=-TO--·THI])-.CwH,t,..4'FRMS,O ROT- ,~~D 

l-~~~~~~?~~~ITUAT~QN. -END SUMMARY. 

-~-{:-'"ON THE NIGHT OF 4-5 MAY, THE VIET CONG/NORTH VIETNAMESE 

5 
.4 
3 
2 

A.,M': CVC/i~VA) LAUNCH::D THEIR LONG HERALD!::D SiCOND "'GENERAL 

vF'FE:NSIVE. •• AL"iHuUGH BY THE i10R~ING OF' 8 MAY soriE 12S LOCATIC~S 

HAD BEZ~ HIT BY ~OCXETS·OR MORTARS, IT ~AS A RELATIVELY TCKE~· 

EFFO~! NATIONWIDE, CAUSING LITTLE DAMAGE AND FE1.u FRIENDLY 

CASUAL! IE S~ T ij__-E~~~;-y•a·.H.ir4SEL£.;.:.t C Si;;C~(,a-:-.:7:;-900:'" K·IL1.;Jl~~-·.:, 

ACT ~9 N ~l.O. ! I.Q&-JilµZ,,--&.Y.;;..-BCD~~CO.UNL:.L'L . .IKE:..:,F.IR.ST,, E.lll.E::.DA..'tS~~ 
C:..-♦~- .- • ·------

~~.J: ... A..W:'iO.S!::::.5.ta.,::EEa.CE.N-t~!'Piril:i05~...clll~T ~.GitEA.IER~SArn~~ 

ALLIED S?OILING ACTION PRIOR TO 5 MAY TOOK A HEAVY TOLL OF 

EH£MY MUNITIONS A~D M~N. ON ITS ijAY INTO SAIGON ON 3 HAY, 

ELEMENTS OF THE VC 9TH DIVISION LOST ABOUT 350 MEN, THE DONG C 

• \ I • • • • • • 

. . . 
. .. ·: .. . ... ···-·-···· -·· .... -·- ·-···· .... 

.. •.• ,;.•., : ..... : • .. 
: ., ..... !· ... • .. · .... ~.-.: . .:..~·.;• ........ --~-······-., ... _:.-::.··:. : .... ~:·.:· ;,' 
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NAI REGIM~NT LOST 236 AND OTHER UtHTS INVOLVED HAD BEEN. UNDER 

CONSTANT HA~ASSMENT FROM ALLIED SWEEP OPERATIONS FOR SEVERAL 

WEEKS. ALTHOUGH ELEMENTS OF SEVERAL BATTALIONS MANAGED ro 
INF'ILTRATE SAIGON, THE FOREWARi~ED AND REINFORCED 'ALLIED U~ITS 

SUCC~SSFULLY RE,PELLED ENE~Y EFFORTS TO PENETRATE THE CITY WITH 

HIS MAJOR FORCES. ALLIED OFFENSIVE THRUSTS, PARTICULARLY IN 

A~~ AROUND HUE, MAY HAVE. FRUSTRATED SIMILAR PLANS FOR OTHER 

CIT !ES. 

2. Tr~~--:;:_NJ:l'l.Y:~Ul..U.l.J-Y~.ta.,~jJJ.~~O 1U.;.Y..::O:NE.::_o·F:;J{Iu'J-:RL E 

REGULAR DIVISlOliS.:.:IN:.i-i:I·I:.:CORPS..--=ArH)t DID NOT E~l?LOY SIGiHFICA~TLY ,: . . _ ... ......-... -··· _, .. 

• -HIS TX;~E:E: ARTILLERY REGIMENTS Ar!D POSSIBLY TH."=iEE SEPARATE 

A~TILLERY BATTALIONS THER~. DESPITE RELIABLE EVID!NCE OF A 

SUCCESSFUL BUILDUP IN I CORPS AND THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, AND 

THS: ?~ESENCE OF ARMOR AHO HEAVY ARTILLERY IN ·1 CORPS, THE 

EN~~LPJ.ll::.~0:I~C!lAKE::::A~MAJPR..!iO~E:.~lW_l:<~ .. S~REA-5::l~:r.c~NJUN~J~~~ 

\ii It}L:H!S··.!':GE·NERAL~;o.FF.E:NS.IYi.!.-:-:-; HIS RELUCTANCE TO REPEAT THE 

TET STRATEGY OF WIDESPREAD SIMULTANEou·s GROUND ASSAULTS 

AGAINST TH:: CITIES M~)'~tJ,.~CT ~N ... SOME;,r.ARE·A'S···:r-HE:.i:..lJ-NREADiliS.S -
PF .. H iS . .J'.118.C~.,::..:..Ml-Ll~.,U~?Q..~_T_! .. ~U P?9 RT dlU?.;Jf!f.9·lHE§~l}• T KE 

QU:'.:S1ION IMMEDIATELY ARISC:S AS TO WHY HE CHOSE TO STiUK::: AT Q 

-· . .. 

/,r(c)) 
,.;,{l,){J 
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(\ 
0 LIS!:::0 !HE F'OLLOiiI NG AMONG !iiE VC '5 FAILURES: \\ 

I' -THE FAILurtZ TO AGITATE THE PCPULATIO~ ro RISE UP; ., •. 
I'"'\ • \· .\ 

v 1-!XE FAILURE TO S?ARK AN AR~iE:D UPRISING TO TAKE OVER TH.E GOVER:~~ENT; 

0 -!HE FAILUR~ ro REALIZE THAT THE STRU3GLE WOULD SE A LONG ONE; )_: 

O \ -!Hi: F'A!L~F.E ro ANNIHILATE ALLIE:C l'ilLI!ARY S!RENG!K; . f 
\-AND FAILURES.IN PLANNING, LIAISON AND TRANS?ORTATION. 

~ FiiZ vc Ac1rnowLEDGED THAT _THESE FAUL ts "G,n:ATL Y LIMITED OUR / 

rv!CTOR!E5." NEVERTHELESS, THESE DOCUMENTS ALL CALL ON THE VC 
~- ~ I 

r•NA FORCES TO FOR\:E AHEAD "ON THE CREST OF VICTORY'~ SOL"1£ OF Tt}tZM 

:) {s.:iECIFY SAIGON AS !HE DECISIVE POINT AND MANY OF THEi'ti 

• ~CKON THE SURVIVAL O? THE "PUPPET REGIME" IN !ERi'iS OF 

'uAYS. AND HOURS." :) \ 
:::::=c -- ----- =====--=:,-~~ 

) c~·.-:..:.ticcoRoT°ITTo A REPORT A~!Rrsu~i::o TO A vc r~7i.7tGiN~cE~ 
,c 

~~DR£ IN I CORPS, PLANS FOR A SECOND ~AVE OF ATTACKS WERE TIED 

TO F~AC~ !ALK::> AND, INDEED, T~~t.:.A"t!ACkSJR·E~OEfS,J_~D_-_-<;R_Y~IA.t 

'J TC r.!_~D~°JB,1:U;_i'4_!;=:ro,.-sE-:£•X_f~CJ.;.)). IN ADDI! ION TO SUCH MILITARY 

. 
..,I 

~ALS AS NEUTRALIZING AIRFIELDS, IKE STATED ?OLITICAL GOAL OF 

THE ATTAC~S IS TO CREATE A SITUATION IN WHICH INTERNAL SOUTH 

VIE:!NM~E5E POLI !ICAL FACT IONS AND U.S. PRESSURE, Dl.i1:.,,.-tI:0.1:.I~ 

·.·· .....•.. --·- ··-
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.ALTHOUGH SELECTED ARZAS ~ERE TO BE TAKEN AND HELD FOR SEVERAL 

DAYS. T·;us PLAN DID NOT NECESSARIL y INVOLVE.· MILITARY CO?JQUEST 

IN THE SOU!l-iERN CORPS AREAS. 

5. THE P~AN FOR I CORPS, HOWEVER,fMAY .WELL SE DIFFERENT. 

THE REPORT CITED ABOVE STATES THAT THE CADRES ARE BZING TOL~ 

~: HOF~S OF ANN~XING TERRITORY AS FAR SOUTH AS PHAN THIE! AND, 

ALTXuUGX THIS IS CERTAiifL Y UNREALISTIC, THERE MAY '.JELL BE A 

ft.A;i TO SEIZE AND HOLD TERRITORY AROUND HUE AND PERHAPS ELSE­

~HERi IN NORTHERN I CORPS AND IN TKE HIGHLANDS CB-3 FRONT>. 

·~·JCTK:'.:R,· PERHAPS N·ORE REALISTIC, GOAL IS REFLECTED IN A ~lEMO 

DA!2D 10 APRIL, CAPTURED IN. THE SAIGON -AREA, Wit~C}:L.:DlSC~ 

c...C! l:Q.ii"'J_O_~~E~~L-O;GEl:£:SR=A-!f:E=rA~wlll.:J~SAa I-ES.,.:C.O~ I;tJG:::U~ 

~~'!·• ~·--~~~.I.A ll::-S ... i•"th\.:f=-l~ttI::Bi:ffG=i'~ME=Si:ZGE:mf~1fl~S~~H C-C:-­

€G ::J .. p I S~ ~.?.! I Qi!;.-..0 Fc,GU~R.~w.N:I-Z-A-t·I·-MS:irA-N-Ou~l~BER'A'!--ffl 

r"'\ ,-(--:.- -l-i-:;--· t:'N'iI:>::--·otJ.R:At:.__.AREA~. \..I c.;.,::i-~ti-~~Ji',;.,;~.\.--~ 

i, -. 

6. hHA!EVER THE RATI9NALE FOR THESE PLANS,4~E:.i:ORUERS' 

_!~HZ .. rrt.o·o;,s_ARE...J~CIR.-CO,N.IJJiUE.D.;:.Oi:E£-NS:IV-~C!:;J::ON:.t.:AN·o~:Ul,;~T-11'1AI:,~ 

~-_;,. 1:!_Ei·~!~~J:..~.ill:.JJ&. ATTACKS -ON THUt1t_;~rAfJD~U.ES!.RUCT.;L~ 

°'~LI.~_!>LCZ.Vrt .. ~1!.L!.!Af-:Y7;.,;&R·CF-S,,-:-.;1.~ RES?OrJSE 0~ THE !ROO?S AS 

L 

,• 

/, ,(c) -~ 
,. 't t.J,)(J, 
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S"Jt: _!.HE ..NEW __ AT.!ACK-,-ST A-T·ED.::j':ttAJ:;~!.l{EJJ.C·~·N!TS:irf~.:K-NEYJ=A·-S-O(fr.·~ 
\. . - --· .-: .: : :-.-•. ..:.: .... - --··- -· -· . 

'i& u!.. D .. J'.A V E .• I HZ,,.SAN:E-tr: ! SSJ:Q.lCAS:t.r.az-y:-l{.w:::'.Duai1tG:~'.!-cE:I:t~o·F.F~S.l.YD; . . . . ..;,. .. ·-.. ~--- -·•-

~?.2~~- O~--~~?~~-~-~.!J9.N.:~~~AS:P_O.Clt;.-~~ORALE4 :~A5~NCT~HlGl{;JN0::.·~V~ .. ~ 

,.:"~~1~~--r-~~r--:-rRt:.ALLit~f<A·o:-:s1:R:otra=u~-1-EN_s_E_s=A1fomro:i:51'-rG.Qti.&:~ 

'fiA s~_CON.V 1 ~~;D.:.1:::-T J:{_~b.Utf:• :~ A.!i.:.:
0

fl.OUL"Qz.E;:~P-:il~-:i~;-~ ;: .:.~Jlj).=,:{E:::_,!~s.>' 

!Jj NV IN CE D--T·l-L~ T.=JJiE:.::_Q.l-":::&.Ou1:u.::N.O.t.. ~~"t' N~ • • -:S ~~~.::U':t'F't"°Cf.b--;:;w A LT • .... ··- ..... -- _.. . 

CJLOr.:i:L "RALLIED" BECAUSE CF' XIS 

~~..U-N I :r_ S_:'::-.A~.ti:7"~lr£:-rn~i.?_A_~~-~.§::~.~2~J2±~ H~ '\"-HE-:.R ;>LEZQE:".ED~-r.r:fcAL 
~ -·······- -. . . ..-,_,..,. 
~DRES._WliO 1'1AKE-fI.NAL __ OE.CI.SIONS .. CONCERNJN_G=.Il;~~..91.t1.~0F~iH·!S 
\. .. · · ........ _:.. -~.:,; ·.;: _.:. ~.::·it:.i;..;.:.i..;.;...:.:M.~;:.•.:.;.. • .. ; ·.:: • . .!,. __ .,...__.. 

'ti+_~ ·r-C!_µ:~:.:~ ~!;.,\:~ lf..:·L."Q~~~-A-CJJ'.:.G.:.~~"7:?JJ_U_A TIO N_C;=-ji~~~ 
. . 

'tif\S-U:JABLE..:J Q.:!..~C.O..~.ClLE~HE.:.."}>.uLI T,I CALA.S&~.li-OE-Iii<E~l.I?a;&C~r ......... ---... - . . 

7. ~~S?i!E THE A'i!ACKS THUS FAR IN T~E MAY OFFENSIVE NOT 

~~VIN'3 REACH[u THE LEVEL OF !HE TET CrFENSIVE' THE PROPAGANDA 

UJT?~T 0~ hANOI AND LIBERA!!ON RADIO !REA! THZM! EQUALLY. 

J •• • ··---

/,r{cl) ,.~ 



..... 
I• ..... 

• 

use f'l'lCVIOUS 
11:01":IONS ( 

I. 

! 

( 

IN 10426 

PAGE 9 OF 16PAGES 

F.&~OI CHARGES THAT THE ATTACKS GIVE THE LIE _TO U.S. 

~AIMS.OF HAVING REGAINE~ THE lNITIATIVE SINCE !ET. LIBERATION 

RADIO BnuA~CASTS TO !HE PEO?LE OF SAIGON CALL FOR AN 

0 ALL-CUT EFFO~T SY THE ?EO?LE THEMSELVES. TO SEIZE THE CI·!Y AND 

C 
TOP?LE !XZ G0V£RN~ENT. A??EALS TO OFFI/CERS, l'1EN AND 

?J!..IC~ S?:::AK OF THEIR "LAST CHANCE" TO JOIN THE 'uINNING SIDE--
....... 
._. r~::: LISE:RA!!ON AR~1Y. A LIBERATION RAi)IO SRCADCAST Or 6 MAY, 

,, .. 
!V 

0 
• t 

-
w;{;•1Si•10RA!ING THE DIEN BIEN PHU VICTORY, CONCLUDES: "ALL wE 

~~VE !0 DC IS TO STAGE REPEATED ATTACKS AND WIDESPREAD UP-

ro '.:JIN COM?LETl:: VICTORY ... THC: 8 NAY LETTER FROM HO 

C.~I ;UNH TO NGUYEN HUU THO, ~RAISING TH£ EXPLOITS OF RECENT 

·;;~ YS, UR,GZS .. ,.QJ;J_S:~Hl.NA!.1.0~~--=i.J';!i[=C~J:-~ff!J=AL;L~:-ii-N-O:XS·~-i::·A~f ,...._" _______ ___ 

AN ~~~;(~L~!l-ui-i:::oiivi:=f5Rcfxf~JCi~-"A°f'tw~·~•-fi:ft-::r~-t.ID'." AT !HE 

SA~:~ TIM~, PROPAGANDA KEYED TO THE NE'd ALLIANCE OF NATIONAL, 

.DEMOCRATIC AND PEACE FORCES STATES THAT ITS EMERGENCE SHO~S 

!XAT ~~iLY AM ISOLATED HANi:>FlJL OF' GVN LEADERS '#!SH 'IO CONTINUE 

8. U~LIKi T~Z TE! ATTACKS WHEN TH~ GVN AT FIRST WAS 

~ l,j'.•!AE:L~ ro •ri.WCTION, ANU LATER F.AD TO DIRECT ITS EFFORTS AL.\iOST e 

.·• . 
-· 

ENTIRELY TO REFUGEE AND RELIEF PROBLEMS,-~~cuw~;~ATTACKS•:::Bl.Yj' 

---/-. -
,·._.·· 

/,S-(c) 
'·"{"/,) 
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C 

TnIEU HAS K~?r ONE EYE ON !HZ ?ARIS PEACE !AL~S AND ANOTHER o· 

0 

0 

Cl~ 'iJASHI:~G!ON AND HIS FOR!HCOC'iING illEETING 'rlITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON. 

THIEU HAS CONT!NUED ijITH HIS PLANS TO·STRENGTHEN THE GOVERN~ENT, 

AND POSSIBLY HIS PERSONAL PO~ER POSITION, BEFORE HE MEETS 

~ITH PRESIDENT JOHNSCH, INCLUDING PLANS TO RESHUFFLE THE 

·-. \.. CASINE! AND PROBABLY TO_REPLACE PRIME MINISTER NGUYEN VA~ 
....... 

'LCC ~ITH TRAN VAN HUONG. ALTHOUGH LOC'S RE?LAC~1ENt SHOULD 

CRE:AT:: NC MAJOR PROBLEMS, IF THIEU AriD HUONG riOVE TO REPLACE 

i O j(!':' MEN FRO."i VIC'.::-PRESIOENT KY '5 CAr1? IN THE GOVEiHMENT ANu 

I 6 . ::lILITA;?Y' ·,,l-iICH SEI::L;l5 LIKELY' IT COULD CREATE SERIOUS TENSIOi~S 
I 
' iNCLUDI~G T!·ti:: POSSIBLITY OF HIGH-t.~V:":L RESIGNATION OP. THREATS 

~ 0 !HEREOF. ONE: CHAL~Gl:: '.iHICn HUONG 'iJILL ?ROBABLY INSIST ON ~HEN 

·O 

0 

, 
"-' 

, .. 

rE BZCO~~s ?RI~i MINISTER -~ILL BE THE·RE?LACEMENT OF GENERAL 

NGUYEN NGOC LOAN AS NATIONAL POLICE DIREC!O?.. THIS CHANGE, 

r~WEVER, ~OULD ?ROSABLY BE LESS OF A PROBL~', NO~ THAN IT wOULD 

~VE BElN A MONTH AGO, AS LOAN MAY HOT BE ASLE TO PERFORM HIS 

DU!i~S AS POLICE OIREC!OR BECAUSE OF THE wOUND HE RECEIVED 

DURING THE MAY-ATTACKS. 
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9 • A H O.EEF: UL ~:::s-r Grf='HA-S~ftw=-t HZ£ Flri:-"tiif E~~ ~-:::ni.E.-~:~'L:f:-:? 

SP.OM S_OR !::D ... ALL.IA.~lC£. _Q F_NA.t.!.ON Ak,:-D.EMO arAt-=·IC:-t:ffND=P~A·cr=i::~: CE9' ( . .--------·- _____ ._.....,__________ .. 

T·O-~-,i':A.l<E.;:!XY..:.-.!.NR.OA.D:S-:::I N-T·o:,.T-HE=PO ?UL"A TTON . .;;D:t.JR:ING.=::r~HE:.~T~!AC~S • .. -------·· 
ALTHOUGH THE NEW ALLIANCE H.~S ATTRACTED A HANDFUL OF' INrELLECTUALS 

TO ITS BANNS~, IT A?PEARS TO HAVE LI!TLt POPULAR AP?!::AL. ITS 

CALL TO THZ VIET~!Ai-iESE MILITARY TO JOIN FORCES HAS GONE UN-

X:::'.EDSD. I;:: T.HE ENEMY EX?ECTED TP.AT THE INITIATION OF THE 

?ARIS TAL,(S ':JOUL.t) DE~ORA1-IZE ARVN TROOPS IT MUST BE smELY 

0 ISA??O IN!ED SINCE THERE A?PEAR S TO SE NO SL.'ACKEN ING IN THE 

RZSOLVE OF THE VIETNAMESE MILITARY TO WIN. IN FACT, AS ONE 

F'!~LD GRADE OFFICER PUT IT, TH:: ARVN IS NOW FIGh'! I~G WITH • 

c: IN CR EA s:::n DETER MIN AT IQ N • ~i.V~.BlJ-iEL£:.S~J~P--P.E;AL-::;:O~T;HE 

ALLIANCE O.E.?.ENO"S:~TN:.:iL:A!:f:GE:,=P-AR-T.i=ON'=W'i'.A!~::.Ti\"•j(i-s=-~:-fcE~I~PAA IS. .... .. ________ .... -•• . 
'-: 

\ rf_:_r.r.·~.Af.?.ZAR.s..:.T HA°T.:..:::-A::c·oAtiit•:to·rF-" Go VER:N-ME NT-c.r·s.w.r N~T::P-~ I NG, 

c • ,-o~~-.r-.:'. :~. ~-~:!.~~: ~-&-. _s~~~-~l:~~~;-.:.,~Y.~::L '!_ER , ._rE~A.JJ;.:IA.N.CC.C..QlJLD 

r ._ 

.. 
\,,,. 

, 
I .... 

I .. 

..... 

~ECOME...A!TRACT-I-VE-T1l-=-A~000"1::Y.:::NUi1=ER--OF.~IEt·NAi•lESE:=7 ...._----;:: ........ -.-.-- ...... ·.~···-•--.....:-.,_.;,~-:. .. .: ... ...._ --·- .~ ... ·- ·- -·--- •• 

_10. INT_E.~ NALLY, t-H1:::)U:rno-1J=<rF=t=><E..:.Gv~~~.r-.it~::~~t~L 

PS!r.L'L·A:c::::nr=-s:i:.:mo~A:~PE·A~S~:r;o:,a,.A.v.E..--:-3..Qltl.;~9.S.rr.-~.YE.~--t]P.-;-'~-~~~T:;lVE 

A S?ECT-5 -7~d~D-. A T:-~T-HI-5· ·T Ir]E•-·T~LS:;1' oo·::'"~L·Y~-.0•.-D..,tU'SS-U.~~-.. -w-HI CH;t ·------'..J---- ... ...,,._ ---,~~ ~ - . -· -.~. .. ... ~ ~, ... 

W,:.!~!:::2RE.11A-IL-~-Zrrnc·H, oF' coURsE, WILL DE?E.ND ON WHAT IS oo~JE 

. .. -· . . . . .. 
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INl"OllM.A TJON 

~NAF, May 16, 19'8 - 7:55 a. m. 

T.llla me■•aa• &om Sec. auk te Gaw. Harrlmaa 
wa•, ~ error, Nat laat alakt &om-.. alttanp 
clearly mark .. &em tlae S.Cretuy. 

I called ~. ~rlmaa'• etflce a.ad lMnaaeJ 
ll1m lt ••• &em Sec. Jluk ... Jala .......... aw.w 
N MWre• ... te tile Secntuy. 

w. w. aoetow 

llef: CAP 8ll31 (CAS CHANNEU) 

wwroatow:rla 



... ccwmrn:zTJAL -
May 16, 1968 

M.r. Preaident: 

In the attached memo:randnrn (Tall A), Nick Kataenbar.h :report• on bl• 
meetma yeN__,., May 15, with Seutor :putore on two propoula 
which you had a■bd be diacuaaed with him: (1) •ale of U-235 fuel to 
the UK for in nuclear aubmarizlea, and (2) ule of a he&Yy water p1&llt 
to R,un,anfa, 

&mator Paatoro indicated he wu pernaded the Ale of the be&~ 
water plant to Rum•nta was in our lDtere•ta. He asked Kat•nbacb to 
dlac:ua the prolalem f'Grther tnformally with the Joiat Committee on 
Atomic Eneru which Katsenbach ha• aareed to do. 

Senator Pa8tore stated that he waa ,-,UJ:l•a to receiYe JOllr letter aa 
drafted on tJae UK proposal aacl woald nppon ya.a in thie actlon. 
Katnnbach re ... 0121TUndll, tberefore, tb.M you. sip tbe attached letter 
(Tab D) to &m■ior Paatore ladlcat1n1 your cledaioa to proceed with 
the Ale al u-ns fllel to the UK for lta IDIClear nbmariaaa. 

I have attached for yom iaformat:lon the pNYioa.a 811bml••lon on the 
UK ale (Tab C) and the lbun&Df.a aale (Tab D). 

AttachmeDA: 
Taha A, B, C, D 

SMKeeny:jb: 5-16-68/ 6pm 
bee: SM.K file and chron 

SMK comeback copy 
JNWR (2) 
NDavis -w/cy Tab A 
ERFried -w/cy Tab A 
CEJohnson -w/cy Tab A 

W.W. Roatow 

DECl,ASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 11-,,~ 

By U-4,) , NARA Date q-g~9 ~ 

GOHPIBENTII.L 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhln1ton, D.C. 20520 

May 15, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Fuel for UK Nuclear Submarines; 
Heavy Water Plant for Rumania 

Recoumendation: 

That you sign the letter to Senator Pastore on nuclear 
fuel for UK submarines which was transmitted to you on 
April 15, 1968. 

Approve ____ Disapprove ___ _ 

Discussion: 

I met today with Senator John Pastore. I advised him 
of your strong support of the prospective sale of a US 
heavy water producing plant to Rumania. I also explained 
our thinking in response to his questions in his letter of 
Novembe~ 20, 1967, regarding the·prospective supply of 
fuel for British nuclear submarines. As you requested, I 
showed him the reply you are contemplating sending him. 
AEC Commissioner Gerald Tape accompanied me. 

While we discussed a number of considerations pro 
and con, it was clear that Senator Pastore's main concern 
is the prospect of a highly political Senate debate in which 
the opponents of these deals would throw against the 
Administration and its supporters the argument that we 
were helping couatries who were supplying North Vietnam 
in a war where American boys are being killed. 

Noting your strong support for the sale of a heavy 
water plant to Rumania, he said that he was personally 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ -97-~~ 

By Cb , NARA Date 1-.2-n 

neOHFIBENTI/d. 
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persuaded this was something it was in the US interest to 
do. He asked that I come to an. informal meeting of the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy to present the arguments 
for this action, in the hopes that possible opponents in 
both parties would be dissuaded from making an issue of this 
matter. I agreed to do so at an early date. 

After reading your proposed reply to his letter on 
the British submarine fuel question, Senator Pastore said 
that he would be willing to receive the letter as written 
and would as always support you and the Administration. 

"JI~ .L, ,WJ ll~ 
Under Secretary 

"""60MFIDEH'fIAL • 
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D r John: 

DECLAS IFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL. ~1- 3-s 3, 

By ~ , ARA Date tt-8·'J8 

l aw t 1~ ed that J01l aro able o uumo your duUo• la ~ 
S.nat.. / o h&N rnl.aeed you. 

I would like now to reapo d to your~ letkr oa tb.e UK tu.el 
r uc Co,.: their mac:IAr marine rogr: _ . I have had m.y 
~o lo a car.tut loo' at tbe ieauoa JOG ralMd. "lbelr memo-

randum oc ~ joc:t le enclo ed. 

Th lr clu one ■Mm to to make a 1.ot ol ~ The Brit1ah 
haw bQcn &aUllCb and firm ffleacb tbrouff maay difBC\llt m01lMD&8J 
tholr up rt for OUJ' Vietnam policle• hu been a grc source of 
etr to all of u.. IA lighi ol W• atefldfaet ,,.._.,ablp, we 
abol1ld tldak lon. ad !lard Nloro tald Bto tut coaW only laJun 
dais doae r-olatiouahi • 

1 have~ thorc!o , to Inform the Britte that we are pre-
p t'O o;,: out ropriate attang-.:t.Olltl fr¥I tile 
the ffllU•"ed luel.. l<now.ln yow conceftla en tJd.-"u~-i"'"• 1 
~ y p rreciue your 'Wn o ppor-c me in dal.• ~ 

111 r n.ch:J; 1 Jaave tak• iDio .iccoaDt the U '• 
\.vitlub:a orld-~cle deleiaN under ill o. h.l1e 
~ dafaM c,._clc c:isi()n are • po.~~1 to u. I beUne 
we abould conitawe to coo rate 1ri.tb • cm la dd l'o ram 
that an in au.r ~ta •• well tbAlr•. 

• y u DOtecl .IA yoiu- 1-.S-, 'le have not cooperated wttll the 
ltal!ane or Che h la •!'&I aucloar 1)ropul ion ro ................. tor 
which they roqu tad our hol . l MU..,.. boweviev, that eu,, and 
our other Allie• w1ll uaanttlnd that our rovidin twal fo~ UK 
~ 1a a conUJauatiGD oJ. ext coo r on with tho UK 
aad doc not ilWQlve n.w • lavoi-iti . '' "\i woa1d. of cou-M, 
•J.e'9d to rm..- fully with the J int Com.mitt.a aay o wt.lch 
wo mi t coa.,template \c our po ture t.c,wuda coopen.tlvo pi-ognm• 
1D the field ot naftl IUJClear propul ion. 

- COM Zf):!3'H'iRA I· 

(.,v1u ,.:._ 



CONJ? WEN lb.L 

.a. 

I am aware of the receat Britlah offe-r ~ upply •· \llldal' EURA TOM 
s.teguards •• a "1a&iwly -mall a91Mila\t ol lOIW•~ 'IU'Ul1'm 
to Italy £or use la laml-baaed oxpedm•ta Nlatad to a macl•r 
propelled amfac• •hip pl!oJoc:t. l uaderetud ~ L...Uau wU1 
probably nat acoapl tlal• oll.e~ McauM the Britlah ~ tMrn 
that they would not be able to supply tuel to~ the sblpbeard reactor 
u well aa t1lo experimental work. I beUeft that the Bnttlh oiler 
wu not rmuu, to au lntWod• an4 -.W not affect our wWtnp••• 
to pravi4e lu1 for the UK aubmariM fl.Mt. 

Perhaps y• w1d Uu to talk wlCh ~ au.It or Nick Kua■nbam 
about tht• £m1:her to et a mor• dotall..t plctm:• of tu eb&ud4UA• 
tkln9 tba& led to mr 4"lncm. 1 i..o. that ctlher ol thean WOGW be 
happy to do co. 

Eaclonn 

Tho H011orabl.o .Jolua o. PMtore 
The Ualtod Stat.ea Senato 

ashington. I). C. Z05l0 

LBJ; SMKftAJ>.y:jbr 4•20-68 

Sincerely, 

CON.i'wEN'llAL -



COHFI DEWflltL ~ 

The Supply of Enriched Uranium Fuel 
For the UK Submarine Program 

Concern has been expressed about the proposed supply 
of enriched uranium to the British for their nuclear 
submarine program in the post-1970 period on the following I grounds: . 

I/ 1, Such an arrangement might complicate our 
I I relationships with other countries which have requested, 
'but have not received, US assistance for naval nuclear 

propulsion programs; 

2. Purchase of submarine fuel from the US may 
enable the UK to compete more effectively with the US 
in the international nuclear power market; 

3. Such an arrangement is unwarranted in view 
of ·UK-trade with Red China, North Vietnam and Cuba .. 

These considerations are discussed in order. 

1. Effect on US Relations with Jther Countries 

The United States has had a_ major influence on both 
the hunter-killer and Polaris submarine programs of the 
UK. We have provided both a complete reactor for the 
first UK nuclear hunter-killer.submarine and continuing 
substantial technical assistance under the 1958 Mutual 
Defense Agreement. The 1962 Nassau Agreement resulted 
in the UK undertaking its Polaris submarine program. 
Under this Agreement, all of the UK Polarts submarines 
are to be committed to NATO. The UK is also assigning·. 
all of its nuclear hunter-killer submarines to NATO • 
missions. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLl • 97-.33;)_, 

By CJs , NARA Date ., ·<B -99 
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Up to now, the UK. has provided fuel for all its 
nuclear submarines except the first one, using material 
produced at the Capenhurst gaseous diffusion plant. 
However, the top stages of that plant were shut down 
in 1964 at the time the US and USSR were aiso announcing 
cutbacks in the production of weapons materials. Additional 
highly enriched uranium suitable for submarine fuel could 
be produced at Capenhurst only after considerable expendi­
tures by the UK. On the other hand, the US can supply 
the submarine reactor fuel needed by the UK without diffi­
culty. 

In light of this background, an unfavorable response 
to the UK would have the disadvantage of introducing an 
unnecessary abrasiveness into US/UK relations. Indeed, 
forcing the UK to resume production of highly enriched 
uranium at Capenhurst could be regarded as a distinctly 
unfriendly act in light of the UK's recent financial 
difficulties. In addition, renewed production by the _ 
UK of.highly enriched unsafeguarded weapons-grade material 
might serve to emphasize the gap between the nuclear 
nhaves" and the "have not't nations at a time when the 
US and UK are making a serious effort to achieve a 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Agreement by the US to sell nuclear submarine fuel 
to the UK would be unlikely to cause new feelings of 
discrimination on the part of other nations to which 
the US has not provided assistance in the field of naval 
nuclear propulsion. The long standing cooperation 
between the US and the UK in the nuclear field is well 
known to our other allies, and they would probably view 
the sale to the UK of nuclear submarine fuel as a natural 
extension of existing arrangements. All requests by 
other nations for assistance in naval nuclear propulsion 
would involve the initiation of new programs rather than 
continuation of an existing program as in the case of the 
UK. 

-eaNFI BENTitJ. 
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2. US/UK Competition in Sale of Power Reactors 

Provision by the US of the amounts of submarine fuel 
the British have requested would allow them to release 
for their nuclear power program only about.one-tenth 
of the amount of low-enriched fuel required for the 
initial loading of one medium-sized power reactoro 
This would not be of significance in the international 
market for nuclear power reactors. 

In ~966 the US entered into agreements with the 
United Kingdom for cooperation in peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy under which up to 10,000 kilograms of 
U-235 will be supplied to the UKo Much of this material 
will be used in the British nuclear power program. These 
agreements could, of course, have the effect of releasing 
British enriched uranium for potential competition with 
the United States. This concern was raised during the 
hearings on the agreements held by the Joint Committee 
on Atomic Energyo However, the conclusion was reached 
that the sale of uranium to friendly nations at prices 
which fully cover the cost of production should not be 
withheld because of their ability to compete with the 
US in the international reactor field. In view of the 
US agreement to provide the United Kingdom with nuclear 
material for civil purposes, it would be difficult to 
justify, ·on the basis of possible competitive advantage, 
withholding material for use in an important UK defense 
program which contributes materially to the common 
defense and securityo 

3o UK Trade with Red China, North Vietnam and Cuba 

The UK does not permit the e~port of strategic goods 
on the COOOM list to North Vietnam, Communist China or 
Cuba. Its exports to North Vietnam in 1966 amounted to 
only $10~,000 or less than one percent of the total 

- OONFIDENTIAt» 
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free world exports of $12.5 million to that ·count~y. UK 
exports to Communist China and Cuba- in 1966 were $9306 
million and $22a7 million respectively and accounted 
for 7 and 9 percent of these countries' imports from the 
free worlda UK exports to these three· countries during 
1967 were: Communist China $108.1 million; North Viet­
nam $185,000; Cuba $24ol million. Although the US has 
discouraged British trade with North Vietnam, Cuba and 
Communist China, the UK government is not in a position 
to prevent private companies from engaging in non­
strategic trade with these three countrieso 

A related matter of concern to the US is the use of 
British-flag cargo ships to carry goods to North Vietnam. 
During 1967, a total of 78 free world ships entered 
North Vietnamese portso Of these, only one was a vessel 
registered in the United Kingdom itselfo However, 66 
Hong K9ng-registered ships, which fly the British flag, 
entered North Vietnamese ports during 1967. The~e 
ships are engaged primarily in coastal shipments from 
Communist China to North Vietnam. They are manned 
almost entirely by Hong Kong Chinese crews, operate 
under time charters to Communist China or North Vietnam, 
and are believed to be under control. of Communist Chinese 
interests. 

The US has periodically discussed with the UK Govern­
ment the possibility of dealing with the problem of 
Hong Kong registered ships trading with North Vietnamo 
The UK has great difficulty in taking effective action 
in view of the implications such action might have for 
Hong Kong. 

OONFI DRN'Pf.M:: 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

GONFIDEN'f'IAL WASHINGTON 

DECLASSIFIED April 22, 196s 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J '17-,,~ 

Mr. President: By IA# , NARA Date 't-~--7 g-' 

In the attached memo, Nick Katzenbach recommend·s that you advis.~ 
Senator Pastore by letter (Tab A) of your decision to sell nuclear fuel 
to the UK for its nuclear submarines in the period after 1969. ' 

Last summer, you approved the recommendation of State, Defense, and 
AEC that, subject to consultation with the Joint Committee, we inform 
the UK of our willingness to begin negotiations on this subject. After 
these consultations took place, Senator Pastore in a letter to you 
(Tab B) strongly questioned the desirability of the proposed agreement. 
He stated, however, that he would support the decision if you still 
wanted it, despite the misgivings of the Joint Committee. 

The issue was then carefully reviewed, and State, Defense, and AEC 
recommended that you should inform Pastore that you had decided to go 
ahead on this matter. However, you decided to take no action at that 
time. After Senator Pastore I s heart attack, it was decided to defe·r 
further action until his return to work which is now expected after the 
Easter recess. ~ 

In making his positive recommendation on this matter, Katzenbach in~ 
the attached memo deals wit4 each of the objections raised by Senator 
Pastore. He also examines the relation to this decision of the UK de­
cisions on defense cutbacks as well as the possible sale of UK nuclear 
fuel to Italy for Italy's nuclear surface ship program, a subject of long­
standing interest to the Joint Committee. 

The proposed letter for your signature states only the gener_al considera­
tions leading to your decision to go ahead on this matter. A more detailed 
response to his specific questions is presented. in an unsigned attachment 
to your letter. 

The DOD and the AEC concur in the decision to go ahead on this matter 
and on the text of the proposed letter to Senator Pastore. 

~ ciJ...:;C~ lhll ~ {:; )1> ~ ( ~I~ v"'vof¥aostow ,~ 
Approve attac~hed lette~r to asto,\_>A.,re l, ~- ~-_.,._,f ~-
Disapprove ~ 

====Call~~ J 
~ ~. P~-...:t.-1.1 -v ..... r✓---~~a~.1. eoNFinEt~T:.>\ c__. 

tJ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 15, 1968 

·eOJ:ff'lfiEH'fIAL ➔ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT · 

Subject: Response to Letter from Senator Pastore 
Concerning the Supplying of Fuel for 

·British Nuclear Submarines 

Recommendation: 

That you forward the letter and accompanying memo­
randum attached at Tab A to Senator Pastore in response 
to his letter (Tab B) about providing fuel for British 
nuclear submarines in the years beyond 1969. 

Background: 

Senator Pastore has now recovered sufficiently to 
begin resuming.his duties in the.Senate. It is there­
fore appropriate that you now respond to his letter of. 
last November on the question of fuel for UK nuclear 
submarines. 

In his letter, the Senator stated that he believed 
it would not be in our interest to supply fuel for UK 
submarines because it would: 

-- create difficulties with other countries who also 
want assistance for naval nuclear propulsion programs; 

-- permit the UK to compete more effactively with 
us in ipternational nuclear power markets; and 

• DECLASSIFIED 
-OONFIDEHTIM:r 
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-- be unwarranted in view of the UK's trade with 
Red China, North Vietnam.and Cubaa 

Discussion: 

The State Department has, for some time, strongly 
favored supplying to the British enriched uranium fuel 
for their submarine force, and so informed the AEC last 
summer. We do not agree with Senator Pastore that 
provision of fuel to the UK would give us trouble with 
our other Allies, nor do we agree that it would strengthen 
the British competitive position in the international 
power reactor market. 

Further, we do not believe that the level of British 
trade with North Vietnam, Cuba and Communist China 
justifies a refusal to provide them nuclear fuel. If 
we were to refuse, the British would look on it as a 
slap in the face in light of their continued support 

:for our Vietnam policies. 

The Department of Defense and the Atomic Energy 
Commission both agree that we should make a favorable 
~eply to the British. 

While the Senator deserves a full answer on the 
points he raised, I believe it would be unwise for you 
personally to commit yourself in a detailed reply. • I 
therefore recommend that you send him a brief letter 
enclosing our unsigned memorandum which contains further 
details. 

We have included in the draft letter a brief mention 
of the following matters which have arisen since 
Senator Pastore's letter was received: 

-OONFIDgNTL\l. 
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-- In January, the UK announced substantial cutbacks 
in its defense programso These decisions did not change 
the goals for the UK nuclear submarine force, which 
takes on even greater relative significance in the UK's 
defense posture as its other forces are reduced. 

-- The UK offered a few weeks ago to provide a 
relatively small quantity of low-enriched uranium fuel 
for use in experimental work related to Italy's nuclear 
surface ship program. The US received a similar request 
from the Italians some time ago which we have been 
unable to meet because of objections within both the 
Executive and Legislative Branches to the involvement 
of the Italian Navy in the projecto 

The British informed us in advance of their offer 
to the Italians and explained thei~ reasons for making 
ito We did not object to their offering uranium to 
the Italians. We felt that we should not try to stop 
the British from dealing with the Italians, nor take 
retaliatory action (i.eo, ·refusing to provide· fuel for 

·British submarines)o We did, however, explain to the 
UK why we were uot able to meet the-Italian request 
and we did not endorse or encourage the UK's action. 

Very recently we have been informed that It_aly will 
probably not accept the UK offer of fuel for the criti­
cal experiment because the UK was not able to commit 
itself to provide a larger quantity of fuel for the 
Italian shipboard reactoro It has alsQ been reported 
that Italy has decided to accept a French offer of 
fuel for the land-based experimental work, but we have 
no confirmation of thiso 

-GONFIDENTI:Ab 



-OONFIDENTI.Af:; 
-4-

We informed the Joint Committee of the British plan 
to offer fuel to the Italians so I recommend that you 
mention the matter in your letter to Pastore. 

;JA~~~ 
Under Secretar~ 

Attachments: 
As stated 



,10HN O. PASTORE, >l.1. CHET HOUF1ELb, CALIP', 
CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD 8. RUSSELL, GA. 
CLINTON P. ANDERSON, N. MEX. 
ALB£RT GORE, TENN. 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

MELVIN F"RICE. ILL. 
WAYNE N. ASPINALL. COLO. 
THOMAS 0. MORRIS, N. MEX. 
JOHN YOUNG, TEX. J,IENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 

.-0URK£ 8. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA 
GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. 
WALLACE F. BENNETT, UTAH 
.:AftL T. CUPrtlS, NEBR. 

JOHN T. CONWAY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The President 

Qtongrcss of tbe -mlniteb ~tate~ 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20510 

November 20, 1967 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

CRAIG HOSMER, CALIF' • 
WILLIAM H. BATES, MASS. 
JOHN a. ANDERSON, lLL, 
WILLIAM M. MC CULLOC'-i. OHIO 

The Atomic Energy Commission presented testimony to the 
Joint Committee on October 25, 1967, regarding a United Kingdom 
request that the United States provide fuel for their nuclear submarine 
program in the post 1970 period. The British request is for approxi .. 
mately 400 kilograms of U-235 enriched to 93% during the period 
1971-72 and between 200 to 300 kilograms per year of similar material 
thereafter. 

Commissioner Gerald .F. Tape, during his presentation, stated 
that Presidential approval of the AEC 's recommendation to provide the 
requested fuel had been obtained subject to the following stipulations: 
the agreement would deal only with the supply of nuclear fuel for sub­
marines and would not involve a continuation of technological assistance 
in naval nuclear propulsion; the agreement would not be open-ended but 
for a limited period of time with the possibility of extension. 

Also, I understand your approval of the i:,roposed cooperation 
was subject to consultation with the Joint Committee. Your thoughtful 
suggestion that the AEC consult with the Joint Committee is very much 
appreciated and I would like to take this opportunity to give you my 
views and the views of the Committee on this matter. 

The AEC in presenting the arguments for this proposed agreement 
stated a belief that military as well as "political" benefits will accrue to 
the United States. The AEC I s explanation of what political benefits would 
accrue to the United States was somewhat less than convincing. I believe 
that the Joint Committee is not of the mind to approve this request from 
the United Kingdom without receiving more compelling arguments than 
have been put forth. 
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By granting this new arrangement we are going to add to our 
international difficulties with at least two nations, Italy and The 
Netherlands. Of course, this may open the door to other countries to 
request similar assistance. 

The Italian Government has been pres sing our State Department 
to intercede with responsible branches of the Executive Department to 
insure that nuclear fuel to assist them in developing a naval nuclear 
propulsion capability be made possible. The Dutch have requested 
nuclear submarine assistance. In both instances we have not complied 
with their wishes. If we agree to assist the British we can expect these 
nations will request equal treatment, and we will be faced with the charge, 
with some validity, that again the British have evoked their claim to a 
"special relationship" with the United States. 

The British have the capabilities of producing the highly enriched 
uranium requested, however, it is not economical for them to do so. If 
we enter into this arrangement it will free the British plants to produce 
uranium for commercial purposes. Thus Great Britain will be able to 
compete on a more favorable basis with the United States in the emerging 
international nuclear power market. 

On a more sensitive issue closer to our hearts, it is the United 
States policy to discourage nations from trading with Red China, North 
Vietnam, and Cuba. I regret to say that I have noticed statistics in the 
Congressional Record and the press which indicate that Great Britain is 
in the forefront of Western allies who are trading with these nations. I 
am concerned that we may be practicing a double standard and making 
allowances for British trade which in my opinion they are not entitled to. 

If in your judgment you believe that despite the misgivings of the 
Joint Committee, you still want us to enter into this arrangement with 
the British, I will support you. However, I am concerned that such an 
arrangement has more deficiencies than assets for the United States. 

r er~ly yours£ , 

u1·-lm/ , -~___..;.z:-·· -

hn--0.· Pastore 



Friday - April 26, 1968 

MEMORANDOlA FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Heavy Vfater Plant to Romania 

Jn the memt> at Tab A Secret.ary Rusk recommends you in~Ucate to Sen.~tor 
Pastore that you strongly support the sale of a heavy water plant to Rom&aJia. 
(Secretary Rusk also m.?ntloned this at the NSC meeting on Wednead:iy.) 

Senator Pz.etore a.nd Congressman Holifield say they will support the eale if 
. you do, and U they can be .i.seurecJ Romania is not &ending r-.rms to Vietnam. 

Senator Hic~e~looper and Congressman Hoem~r say they regard this as an 
Executive Branch declaion, and say they do not -- and probably will not -­
oppose the aale i! you support it. Foreign policy advantages include: 

-- extension of IAEA inspection and safeguards to Eastern Europe 
for the fir st time - - ae Romania is committed to accept them. 

-- encouragement of Romania's independence. 

On the question o! a1-ma to North Vietnam, Rortlania baa provided trucks,. 
petroleum products (n,ostly heavy lubdcants) and medical supplies, but CIA 
and others In the Intelligence Community believe they ha.ve sent no a.rm•. 

The technology for th~ plant can be lound in open ac!eutific literature, although 
U. 5. industrial know-ho,v makes our plant somewhat better than the foreign 
competitors'. Czechoslovakia b just completing a similar plant with Russian 
assistance. The French would probably be llsppy to sell such a plant to the 
~omania"'\!ta if we don't. About twenty middle-rank powere; h~ve uranium power 
reactor a at the present time. 

Tbs Rom2-.n.tan~ will probably buy the nuclear rc:ictor -- tor whtc:h they need the 
heavy water produced by the plant -- from Canada, Britain, Sweden or Fraacc. 
They originally v.-atlted to buy the re2.ctor !rom us, but we discouraged them. 

AEC concurs in Secretary Rusk'• recommendation. 

W. W. Rostow 

Tell ~-store I atrony!y i;upp~rt sale -----
Have Stat•:, ten hlr.o ------
No 

Speak to me 
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THE SECRETARY Of STATE 

YIASH!~'3TON 

April 22, 1968 • 

Subject: Sslc or Hea'ly 1-Tater Plant to Ro~!lnia 

. . 

That you eutborlze us or e. c:ember or yottr st!:.fr to ,.nroru 
Senator Pastore, es Chair,"lrut or the Joint C~lr;.'lltteo on Ato:-.tlc 
Encrc,·, th3.t • you consider the seJ.o to Ro:i"trutin • or n hee.vy water 
plnnt to be irnporta.-it to US f'oroif;l\ policy objecth·cs. 

-

Stste ·nesp~t?:.~ent notify &ma.tor Pe.store __ _ 
: ' 

\'bite Housg ste.rr notify Sc,~atoro Pastoro __ _ 

Since J:tld-196~ ~-a have been connidorine the possibility or 
penirl.ttin 6 the sa.1.c ·to P.o~anio. or nuclear JY.>w~r cquip.1ant .. 

Ve ho.·1c a req 11est rro:i Douterltu., Corporatio11 or Me"' Yo.?.·lt; to 
sell Romo.nia a hoavy vator ple.nt.. This \."ould be part or a lei:eo 
nuclear p~'..ler co::.plex includin~ a nuclear reactor to be purchase:cl 
from th~ UK, S~cd.cn, or France. Dcut~rlu;i \li:;hcs to bid on both a 
laree heavy water pl~nt, esti~atcd at $45 rollio~, and on n s~~ller 
altorno.tivo plent, estir..ated at $15 etillion. 

In either ce.!':e, tho initial charge or heavy \:c.tor for t!le reect,:,r-·· 
perhcps e.s much s.s ·500 tons, V3.ltted at $?.5 nillion--~ould pro":>~bly also 
bo souzht rro?;i the United .Ste.tes. A rs.•rorablo d~cision 0?1 the hea:ry 
vatcr pl~nt, therefore, inplie3 Yillininczs to p~rclt the snlo or th~ 
nece"ary ho3.vy l:ater for the initial charge • 

The henvy v~tcr plant voa.ld be sold subject to se.feeu!U'\.is admin-

.DECLASSIFit.:D 
·&,O . .12958, Sci. 3.6 
NLl 91-33·-;;..... 
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istcrad by tha Intornstion:u .Ato.ruc Energy Ar,onc:-J. The sar-::euai-ds 
vould in~lude continuing physical. i.~~pcction e..~d would e>:tcnd t~ 
the nucloc.r po'.lor plant or ple.nts utili,-ine the he&vy water produced. 

Authorization or this sale ~ould h~vo the fol.lo;dng adva.~togos: 

1. It would cst~blish II.EA insp&ct:i.on for the first tim9 in a 
Varse.w Pe.ct cc,u.'fltry. Th:i.s \.'Oul.d be a sicnific~.nt br~ekthrou~h . 

2. It \.'ould be a practice.1 gestu~e or encouragement to Rom~nlan 
policies or independenco. '.i'hese pol:f.cies conti.nuc, en r.ost recentl7 
jllustrc.~d b:r Ro.nania' s sta!lc~ on tha Ues.:.· F.nst ·crisis ·en.:l th~ . 
·Rou£ninn walkout from tho Budapest Co:r~-r.u?~5 3t Contervnco. President 
Maur~r e::-,phc.:.i~ed to you on Jun9 25, 1967 how imp~rt!>.nt a strong 
e.nd devoloping eco:10.:iy \las to Jil~in'.;ainirag Ro~anio.n indepeude:1ce. 

3. This sale Y~ul.d t.ltus fill a roel ft:..p p?r.ding Congressional 
a~tion on en Enst-1-fest trado bill. llo lc.gislnti,•e ection with 
regard to the sale is roquil'ed nor is roreil 11otification or the 
JCAE necess~-y. 

1'he disad,,antaies lie in· the ai·ea or public aml Con~re~sionol. 
reaction. I believe we can deal with tho i'or-,ll~r if wo-ha•rc tho 
latter under control. 

Vith this in FJ.nd., our pcop~c (!,eddy, Stoessul, Pollai;;k, 
Torbert)., together \lit.~ A.EC representtLtives, t:uko~l last slt".!::er 
vith ~nator Pastora and Consi·ess:nn.'1• HolifiF.:ld on tho Democratic 
side or the JC.f\E end &nato.r· Hickenlooper and Con~ress!'.:1en Hose.or 
on the RcpubliCJ)_'fl s:f.d9. 

Cbe.ir~!L~ Pastore said he expqcts criticism on tho Hill but 
seos tho f'orei(r:l policy ad11antagos. Ha \lol,J.d be willi..'lg to support 
it publicly provided (a) he hears trco yot1. the.t the sale has your 
stro:ie tmp:i:)ort end (b) he:> c~:i be assured tha.t Ror.m.nia is not Eteudin~ 
e.rms to Viet-?ie..~. C:mgressma."1 Holifield went EJ.ong 1,.-i th this. 1-lc 
~.ave ·infor~oo the Joint Cor::mittse starr that Ro~ania h~s shin~~d 
tra."1sp-'lrt equip:nent, petroleu~ proc!ucts end rt~dical su1-,plie.:.· to 
No.-th Viet-?re, but .no e.rms. J.lthoush thor cd.!:iitted O!l August 2.h, 
1967 ths.t their su:ppo1-t or Uorth Viet•·Uru!l included ''non-:-~pnyable 
econo.:nic &nd cilitri.ry assistencc," the Ro,!!anlan:; ha•rc been ralat:i.v<:ly 
restrained in tboir cri ticis~ or US poliC)~ in Viet-?iai\ e..rd ha·10 

atte:r.pted to play a constructive int~ri:;1edinry rol.'3 in tho coufiict. 

Sehator Rickenloo?er scid he had overall res~rvations ~bout 
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• 11uridge-building" a.'1d rcsorve;i his 1·ight to co:r_rnent O!l this or ~lY 
• other aspect of it e.t any tir,:o. Ho e.nd Mr. Hosr.-:er consinerea this 
an Executive Branch decision., ho~o,.·cr. They said they would nc.t 
ta!:e a po:;itiou f.5c.inst the scle t.then OUi" p~ople talked with thee: 
nnd Hickc:uoopDr doubted they \.IC>\.u.d do so in tho future. 

John Con~~:,, JCJ.E Chiof or Starr., ha3 sine~ told us he thir,1:s 
the Co:n,-r.i ttce t.:ill go along lnforr:1ally \.Ii th the proposed· seJ.c, if 
an expression of your support ca.'11 b9 gotten to tho Clu1irr.1!-.n. 

I \lrge that you authorizQ this· e)..1)rcssion or support., follo,rlng 
1,1hlch--:md in the ebsonce of c negative raaction from Senator 
.Pastora---...c vould proceed without delo.y to euthorb:~ the Deuteriu:.1 
Corporation to ne:gotiato tho sale. 

~"_,,e_._~e~ 

Dean Rusk 



ACTION 

-SECll:ET 

n ... ,. ,.., 16, 1968 

Herewltla tbe dl'aft Rt1•las to 
Hanlm&a lor ,ov elnnac• tal• ....a.., 
11 pN•lltle. 

Tile alt11atloa Jloem wW lafonn 
State Opel'atl•• Caler lf ,- aarN. 

w. w. aoatew 

Sl!CAET 
DC 

Whit Houwe uldclln , F b. 2 , 1 
By A jc , NARA, Date f-?;Z? 

WWlloatow:rla 
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AmEmbassy PARIS llviMEDIA TE 

INFO: AmEn1bassy SAIGON 

TODEL 

NODm/HARVAN 

Ref. Delto-68 

Subject: -Outline· of approach of thWd meeting. 

l. We feel the cons.tructlve tone and restraint of your approach since 

beginning of conversaUons has given us effective and well-mai1age~ ~11~}±(z 
with-press and puolic. 

lead/ Strongly concul" in your ·1ntention to go on in vein you propose. We 
lines 

are not averse .to winning few more ro~-ids on your present T~d 

• suspect that DRV side ::c.a;1 ~ecome mo_·e int~rested in substance as they 

see cllminishlng retw·ns irom their propaganda exei:tions. Your plan to 
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go toward shorter more subst~lt1Ve stalemer .. ts works eithe:r.· way: Y0I.\ wln if they· 

stick to·p1•opaganda; you of£.:;r t.':om &.'1 openil1g ii they want io talk substance. 1 
J 

Believe you should -~he:.-~~ore cor.~inue ofCeri .. tg reasonable p~OllOs~ls, even 1.f • 

·rou do noi: yet ~c:e-ct posit:.ve rasponse irom other side. 

2. • .To ::::i.into.:.:·. your bad wit.1 the p::ess, it may be d~sirable to 

spa~e : :,~~ pos~t.va pro:,osals, presenting t.iem gz·adually and developing 

• them o:-t subs(;.:~uant 6.E..ys, so that some;;hing newsworthy keeps coming-down the : 

pike. :·vr .";.~tu.r~Y, we :,:>~'licularly endo:se your idea. (l1ara 5 C) of 

I . u ·1sio;oo,..~· -, ~----,------r .. -,-.1.--, ,-...~,. --. -, -.,-------------0,.11., ~,.. • ,.i.·.-.i. ... .. ........ :•·.. • .. ~ .. ,,., ... e1,,-,... "\ 
EA-i.•:::. ,. l,v.:::·· =-~ 2030 cl•n'ilut: ... ,_:-~ __ .,. ___ E_A_-_w...{JJ-Le2n,!1!1,I'~ --

1!"= ·-. ~. :~. :,; 
>ECLASSIFIE----- ·-·-:-:·--.----
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CORRE ~llONS MADl ON THIS OIUGINAl MUST OE MADE Ot-t All COl'ILS 

BE(ORE TH£ T ~RAM IS 0CUVfRED TO OC / fCAJ, Room 62-C" 

2 PARW l'u,_..w:---of·telc1:nlm to, _____________________ _ 

4JBOi:1B4'n 
Clas1i]i ca I Ion 

f ocuslng 011 their intentions 1: the bombing stopped and your ·emphasis 

(para 6) on reestablishing the DMZ. SeJarately we are sending you some 

ideas on DMZ for your consideratlo 1. Additional.1¥, believe you. should 

continue p1·ess a!firm.~tive acUon proposals on Laos and Cainboclia and 

highlight NVA 1111lltary presence in SVN wl· ch you so effecUvoly ta.bled 1n 

secon meeting. 

3. At thi stage, IiMZ reestablishment seems to us the crucial and 

7 

pay-off issue. Meaning to be attributed to Sail Antonio is especially sensitive 

at this time. ~urtharmore, we suspect there is considerable advantage 

in waiting for thern i:O }lress for a bombing halt on basis of. San ~0 Antonio 

rather than ur l:ig it on t."lem. For • s reason, we~ that you~PJ¥d 

raising thls subject (para 5B) and avoid introducing specific interpretation. 

If you think ~'-ley are lf ·ely to p:-ess on San Antonio, we would appreciate 

recelvin\i soonest lar.--igllve you would prepare on contingency basis should 

a t'eply be essE:~'lt1." l. 

.. FYI:! any p.-ogress emerges with respect to DMZ, we have in mind 

follow .... by pressing Russians to weigh in on restoring 1962 Laos Accords 

END ... Y:. 

5. We ~ke yo~ plan tl•y.for. private talks with NVN counterparts at 

coffee break or any other occasion which raay crack their propagandistic 

rlgil:~y. You w_:: know how bast ·;o .·eep Bui Diem's spirits up. 

6. Sep"""•a.:,.,,y ~::ding cables (' .. "'ODEL 93) as you reqnestcd o:: ,a) :v A 

f 

l 

l 
i· 
i 

I 
I 
f 
·I 

l 

pr(lse •. .a n s . , (b; NVA role !•t latast atl:ack on Sat,;v,., (cl DRV vlolat.or.~ ii 
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·CCI\R(CTIONS MA .... ON lHIS' ORIGINAL MUST 8£ MADE ON AL. .OPIES 
8ErORE THE iEU:GIMM IS OEUVEREC> TO OC/TfAJ, Room 6243 

Peg,• 3 of tclcr.cam to PARIS ----------------
-6 BC R 13 'i' 

Clnssl/lcnt/011 

of DMZ. Additionally, we may have thoughts for your consideration 

tomorrow on drait declaration re Cambodia. Let us know what additional 

mate1·ials you need. 

GP-3 

END 
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ACTION 

Thuraclay - Maf 16, 19'8 

MEMOll.ANDUM FO.R THE P.RESIDENT 

SUB.JECT: Meenge from Ec-clore&A J>s,e•lc:lent Aroaemeaa 

Pr••id•At Aroaemeaa ha• aeDt JOU ~ =••••&• at T b A en­
dorala1 you- lmt1atlv• OD pllJ•lcal i.Dtearatloa. He alao aaka 
your npport for coaatract1oa of a trana-AmaaoDlaa blab.way 
JlekJag Ecaaclor wlth Brasil. 

State recommend• the r•plr at Tab B which expr••••• appre­
clatloa for the me•••I• bat •klrta the reqae•t for aaalataAce. 

W. W. lloatow 

Attacbmeat• 

Tab A - Ma•••• from Pre•ldant AroMmeaa, May 7, 1968 

Tab B - s.a,a••ted Pre•ldeDtlal replJ to PrealdeDt Aroaemeaa. 



Cl,ASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J 1-~•~ 3 \ 

B : . ,A,) ARA Date 1 -8 - 'g y vV-"':__ _, 

MaJ 16, 1968 

Dear r. Pr eldem: 

1 am plNHd to leara of you- pport for the 
cr .. uoa of a h1 level ta•k force to prepare 
a five , .. r pl n to baataa yalcal int r t10ll 
of Lalla r1 • I am aratlfied t the pre-
poe l • •- ll ncelvecl throughout tM 
11em1 • ..-., •• 

The later•Americ.an o. .... 1o.--a11t Bau ud the 
IDter•Amerlcall Committe on tlle Alllaaca for 
Pro1r••• ve uthorb d Pr••ldaat Herrera 
aad C lnnaa z to ••rk out the tel'm• of 
referea.c• aacl 'Avaclal &Ad proceclaral detail• 
for preautatloa to th lawr•Americaa l:o•omlc 

Social COUJaCll. 

I o tbe ta•k lore• ill be cODaUtated promptly 
so that we will ban t an earlr date eJqten adric• 
oa the pr orlty to H 1vea to uneiratioa proj cte. 

lacer ly, 

Hb Eacellucy 
Dr. Otto Aro•emeaa Oomes 
Co1l1t1t.Uoaal Prealdent ol UM 

&epaltUc of Ecudor 
O.l&o. 

LB.J /WGBowdler:mm 

--



~ SliGRET 

Tlav841ay, May 1'. 1968 

Mr. Pn•W.at: 

Attac:.betl are Am1t. Harrlmaa'• •-•al Ylew• oa Jaow to appreac.b die 
Ha•loaoa~y. 

We ••• tut flalabecl a dlac .. aloa el tbla cule 111 Nick Kat .. abacll'• 
Vletaam Cemmltte., wtuc1l Sec. a .. k ....... 

Yoa wW be 1•ttlas t•l1ht for clearwe from tile Sltaatloa JlNm, a 
cable wtalch foc:u••• - pua. S-B, •W.llae4 land. 

See. a..it ngelltN -• aail we all apeM -• tbat .. 9hoald aot repeat 
aot at oar lllltlatm 10 back at tlab •taa• to tile Saa AlltODlo fonnllla •• 
pn .. ated te tile a-,,•al•••• laatead, we abOllld bold oat for a flrm cle••••1 
ap of tbe DMZ. lf Haael •h...W ahnr aay latereat la the DMZ, .. WOll14' 
be11D to pldt up Dolar,ala'• ~emme,t to Sec. R.aak Oil L&N; aemely, Ida 
flat atatemeat tbat lf we etep ... hom1-l.aa Hortb Vletaam, tlMy w..W aae 
tlaelr fall lafl•ac• to brlq aboat total compUaace wlth tbe Cie-'R Acccmla 
ol 19'2. Tlala le a 1oo4, lacW, teqh peaW... We belleY• Hanlmaa 
aboalcl nay wltb lt. 

U tlleJ mM tu latarpretatloa of the Saa A11taalo formal.a we pat to 
the Jlom••leee, we coald deal wUb that: bat •• wo.W wait maW they 
ralHd lt -· wlalcb woa1• be a 1CMM1 alp. 

We al•• &peed that the oat1olq cable aboaW •tay Onnly on the tpeatloa 
ol North VletnemeM mlJltary preHace lll the Soath &ad pnnat eYW..Ce, 
wblc:Ja baa Dl9N4, 1 bell•••• frrm tile Peata1- to Parla till• aftenr• 
Ott..nrln, we foaml aothlq maa to debate la the attached HarrlmaA oetllae. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J ~1-,~~ 

By ~ , NARA Date 9-S,78 

WWRoatow:rlA 

W. W. Roatow 
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I) [:' ~-, ~ {;I.:'"-;"' .. ) 
It',. J~ \ ,..,J Ii ! .i 

E.O. I 29~ 8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 97-33a.,, 
~ , NARA--....__ ____ ...., 

SU~JECTs CUTL-I-NE OF APPROACH OF TNir.D ~zttNG 

r.-. -THE rOLt.OWING MESSAGE SETS OUT TH! AP;:nOACH WE M.AN TO ~AK:! 
IN fH£ MAY !S MEETING. 

2. SINO! WE: 8£GAN SECOND ME€TING, WE SHALL LET THUY t.~AD O~~ 
SATURD,iY. THEREFORE, WE WILL s-.,· y 11.EXlBLE AS TO HOW \4£ SHOut. ~ 
R£SPOND, oi?EN'OlNG ON :wHAT THUY OOES. WE. BELIEVE TH~ THO 7•lOST 
L1K£LY POSSIBILITIES AREt (Al ANOTHE:R DAY OF POLEMICS EJ't ~';-:~" 
AlMING 70R THE PROPAGANDA ;FFecT ON THE ~10 PRESS AUDIE:CE1 
o" (B) THUY PRESSING VERY HARO P'OR us TO TF.Lt. HIM WHEN THE ao~tNO 
WILL. sroJ>, At:0 CONF'UH.NG HI-S PllESENTATiOf~ ... 0 AN UNCOM?R"OiiZSHlG 
R£F'USAt. TO GE" INTO OTHER ISSUESo • 

3. WE WlL\. SE Pfl~PARED TO REPLY TO WHATEVER LlNE Ht ~AKES. THE 
E~ACT TONE AND NATURE OF OUR RESPONSE WILL SE eASED ON i OW Tf-~f Sf\Y 
TH£IR PI£Ct. • • 

4• WE ff~VE !N MIND A RELATIVELY SHOflT llES?.ONSE. WE 1,HSH TO T'.~'J! 
AWAY ,ROM LONO STATEM£NTS BACK AND FORTH AND DEVELOP A MO~E POINTED 
DIAtnGuE. W£ ARK GOING TO SEE IF WE CAN REDUCE TH~ AMOUNr OF 
P~OPAGANDA TRADING THAT GOES OrJ ( i:;cIDENTALLY, JORD~t~ IS DEGt~'Nl~G 
TO GET QU~STIONS FROM REPORTERS AS 10 WHEN WE ARE oo:NG 10 S:O? 
EXCHANGiflG PUSLIC STAT~M£NTS AND GET DOWN TO SSRlOUS NEGOTIATIOS.) • 
IT IS OUPt STROrfO IMPRESSION FROM TH£ PRESS COR?S KERE T~T ,. 
NORTH VIETNAME5£ ARE OVERPLAY!NG THgtR PROPAGANDA HAND AND THAT 
OUR RESTRAINT HAS PROVED A. MORE EFFeCi.IVE METHOO OF HANDLING T~£ 
PR£SS HEAE, WHILE ALSO REASSUr:ING SAIGOr~, THE tee• s &\NO SOUVAt:. ·,,. 
WE WOUl.0 APPl':ECIATE YOUR GUiOArlCE ON THIS MATTER. 

,~ IN ADDITION TO WHATEVER nESPONSE IS nEQU!RED TO THUY•s OPE~lNG 
ftEMAHXS, WE lNTEttOl 
A. TO ANSWER BRIErl. Y CERTArN CHARGES MADE 0~ ~£D~JESOAY. 
WE WlLt. PUT FOR1.4·A~D TH£ ICRC SUGGESTIO.N CONTAINED IN STATE lG49,t 
<TODEL 86). .~, ·n la. TO CORRECT ?HE-MISSTATEM~Nt (OR DELIBERATE t-llSU?TER?RE•. 'PJfi 

~ TATION) OF' THE S ,N ANTONIO FORMULA SY USHJG LANOUAGC: SIMILAn t°U· /i 
THAT CON.tAINP:D IN THE ROMANIAN CONTACT. !.··, 
C. TO ASK THEM t''.GAIN WHAT RESTRAUJT. TH~Y NOW HAVE ~H MIND 
0~ WHAT TK£V INTEND TO DO IP WE WEr.E TO STOP .THE EO~mtNG £ijtt\E~y~ 

6, WHETKER TMtY RA!SE TH~ ~()f:1S!~G ISSUE ~-,ITH US AT THC: OUTStT" 
OR WHETHER IT COMES UP DURt ··H3 OUR R:!MARKS, WE WILL TRY TO LEM) 
THEM lNTO A DISCUSSION OF \·'.Ht\T OlG:r .. rOLLO~ ~ il()M31NG .ciss~Tto._.R. 
THIS SH.OUt-0 G~T us TO TH£ !~.mu~ OF THE: DMZ nm> OTH~R AC'l'IOtJS OF.· 
RESTRAINT OR "GOOD F,\ITH" ON T::i! Ir? .-1i,:;i • 

1. WE MAY ONLY RAISE THE DMZ ISSUE iN uno~n TERMS ON SATURDAY 
IN TKE LARGE ME-.ETING HALt., BU'i" WIL!. BE PREPARED. TO GO 'FURTHER. 
~IVATELY IF IT CAN BE ARRANGED. TO i3EG1N T0.0?£N UP'CHANCE;OF ... 
CONTACT OUTSID~ Or MEETING ROOM, WF. . NTEND TO SUGGEST THAT Wt:!HA~t 
A COFFEEBRC:AK &£TWEEN OPENING R~MARKS. DURING THIS BREAK Wt 
WILL SEE IF WE hnE I~ A POSJTIO~ TO TALK PREVATELV TO E!THER i 
THUY OR LhU, WE ALSO HAVE Ir~ '.fffl~ ClEATit~G OTHER OPPORTUNlTlti·• 
F'OR MOR£ ?RlVATE AND EXTENDED 't'.'\tt<S AS so-;f AS NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ARE IN A MOOD TO D0~$0. 



EC 
E.O. 11 
NL. 97-33;)_ 

By-=,,__~, 1 , \RA_D_a_e_1--:i.8-

-

The aide memoire handed to the Ro~anicn 
Government in. November, 1967, ·whici.1. we- • ncle~stz.nd 

--

was communicated to the Democratic Rep~blic of 
Vietnam in mid-December, explained this s~ate~ent in 
the- following language: 

"The President, in making his assu~ption 
that the North Vietnamese would not take 
advantage of the bombing cessation or limitation 
·while discussions proceed, was not assuming 
North Viet-Nam would cut off entirely its 
support of its forces in the South while the 
armed struggle was continuing; at the same time 
the United States Government would feel if 
North Vietnam sought to take advantage of the 
bombing cessa·t-ion • •Or lilnita·tion to increase 
its support of its forces in the South, to 
attack our forces from north of the 
Demilitarized Zone or to mount la~ge-scale 
visible resupply efforts, now impossi'ble, it 
would not be acting in good faith." 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 

r(/ 
~ :--

NL.J ~1,~~ 3 \_ 
By ~ , NARA Date '1 _g ~i S" 

~ -~ 
INFORMATION 

CON:FWEN'ffAL Thvaday. May 16, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Your Second Meetlni with Bolapiba--S:00 p. m. Today 

The purpoae of thb meetlJlc la to•&pprcwe the joint ataternent 
&Dd al•• Bov..rgulb& a chazac• to aay aythlng el•• OR bl■ mind. 

Bou-plha handled hlmaelf well at the Pre•• Club. On Arah­
Ierael. he took the aam.e line he did with you yeaterday--that the real 
aolation li•• betweea Iarul and th• Palaatbli&a Arabe, not with Na•••r 
or Hldeebl. The leraella ahoaldn't el,ject. 

He and Secretary Ruk had a 1ood talk thh znonalJII. The Secntary 
filled him in on Vi..,,.m, &Dd then taey dlacaaed mnt.17 bilateral hauea. 
The Secntar, i ■ uwet1111 at 3:00 p. m. with Forelp MiDlner Bou-s-ha 
to discua ■ the matter of arms fNm Tvk.,- he rabed with J'O" yeaterday. 
I aqseat you cover the f.UowiDc: 

1. Is the Joint r41nnnml,q,ae (attached) OK with him? (He baa 
seen a Freach tramlation and Boarawlb&. Jr. aay■ it'■ all ript with 
them. 5ect-etary Rusk has approved. ) 

z. You underetaad Secn&:ary Rwak ha■ diacua■ed the qlWat:loa 
of arms from Tvkey with aim aad the .Fonip Mini.tor today. In 
principle-, Jo.Iba-ye no ebJectlOL B,at there are ■cmie lepl complications. 
We will tmady tha■e acttnly and do all we can. 

3. b there aayth1ag elae he'd like to cliacu•s? 

.ft. You want blm to bow that YOll h&Ye appreciated what 
he bu aaid JNl,llcly aad prl.ately. You respect bia news. You are 
glad they are •o clo•e to you.rs. 

5. You wt■h to rea■sure him of our atrona cOJltlmzlq lntereat 
bl T\lldna. 

6. You'll see him at hie reception later. 

W. W. Ro.tow 

GONFIDENTlAL 



May 16, 1968 

JOINT STATEMENT 

On May 15, 1968, President Johnaon welcomed Pre1ident 

BOUl",uiba of Tunbla ae hh peat for a State Visit to th• United 

State•. The two Prealdentl had a mutually valuable eschanae of 
\ 

vlews on Tunhlan• United State• relation• and on African. re1lonal 

and world development■• 

Pre•ident Bourguib& deacribed the auc:cee ■ful efforts Tuni■la 

1• maldn1 to con■olldate it• independence, develop lta economy and 

achieve new aocrlal 10&1■ for all ita ~l•, men and women. young 

and old. He expre.eeed Tunhia'• appreciation for Am.orican a••h~ce, 

which ha• contributed al1nlficantly to Tunblan economic developm.m. 

President Johnaon recalled the long■tandina intereat of the United State• 

in Tuniria'• efforts to achieve ln p••~• and security ita 1oal■ of 

economic: development and aoclal proarese. 

Preaident Bour,ulba expre1nd hie \mder•tandlng of America's 

alm in ■upportina the principle of national indes,.ndenc• and aelf­

determinatton in&outhea■t A■ia and commuded Prealdent John■on 

fo~ •••kina talk■ on the Viet Nam problem. The two President■ 

•bared the hope that a general ea■ina of world tension• would be 

brou1ht about by patient and per■ietent effort■ to &cllieve a juat 

settlement in Viet Nam. 



Pre•l•ent BCNl'auiba atreaaed the uraoncy of a Ju•t ••ttlement 

of the Middle li:a•t problem. Prealdent John.on expre••ed hi• 

aareemem, and 1n that connection reiterated bl■ firm belief tha.t 

justice for all was to be found in the five principle• he had 

enunciated on Ju.n,e 19, l 96 7. The two President. reaffirmed 

their etrong 1upport for the Security Counci.l Reaolutlon of 

November ZZ, 1967, a■ oUerina the ■ure■t road to peace, and 

called on all Govenmur:nt■ to cooperate fully with the Jarring 

Ml•■lon toward thi■ end. 

Pre■ldent John•on noted with 1reat eatl■faction the priority 

1iven by Tunlela to b\lllclln, up ■ound and fruitful relatton.e with 

it■ Ma1hrebian net1hbore, a• well as wlth other repone of Africa. 

He explained the United State• Govemment'• belief that reponal 

economic cooperation offered andeUective means of h&ateni!ll the 

proce■• of development and conirl'bu$tng to the lea ■ening of world 

ten■'lon■. 

The two Pre■ldent• con■ldor th&t thh State Vbit, with the many 

demon■tration• of Amerlean friend■bip for Tum.ala which it evokee, 

ii a 1ymbol of the conunon political philo•ophy, the belief in beedom, 

the re•pKt for th. dlpdty of the individual, and the profound dl■po■l­

tton toward peace, which are ahared by the Tunisian and tile ~encan 

~-·· 



~ON.EWEN l'IAt;--• Thursday, May 16, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

At Tab Al• S.cretary Rusk' :.-i lking point• memo for 
uae dariD1 your mHtiq with Ambuaador Loc11e, acheduled 
!or Friday, May 17, at 11:4'5 a. m. 

Amoa1 the topic• the Secretary ■q1e•t• you ralae are: 

Berlin - The ace••• i••ue ha■ calmed down. No 
Weat Cierman omclala have been turned back 
alnce April 26, iuf. new incident• are Ubly to 
OCClll'. 

Germany'• .Eaater11 Polley..- You may wlah to aak 
Loda• to rea••ur• Kl••tJaa•r and Brandt that we 
uaderatalld and aapport Germany•• effort■ to 
improTe relation■ with the Eut and ultimately to 
achieve rc11111tflcatton. We hope the Germana will 
keep ua lmormed of th••• effort• •o that NA TO 
move■ toward the Eaat can bw coordinated. 

Military Ofueta - You may wlah to uk Lod1e to 
remind Klealll1er &Del Brandt of the importance we 
attach to a aw::ceaaful outcome of the current 
negotiation■. 

lECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 97- 333 

By U,4.J , NARADateCJ-X-78 W. W. Ro■tow 

-CONFIDENTIAL • 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

CONJ?IDENTIAL - May l5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Your Meeting with Ambassador Lodge, 
Friday, May 17 at 1:00 p.m. 

You have -agreed to receive ·Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lbdge, Friday, May 17 at 1~00 p.m. This is his £inal 
call on you before his departure ·for Germany May 20. 
I enclose a short outline of key issues between us 
and the Germans and some ·talking points on each ·issue,· 
as appropriate. 

~,C,.4'.,~ 

Dean Rusk • 

Enclosure:· 

Issues and Talking Points Paper. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O, ~' Sec. 3.4 

-... .... 

NI.J ► ti - I 't 3 
By • , NARA, Date 7 - a '1 -'j L/ 

COHFID:SN'l'IAL 

i - -



• ·cc»li!IQBIPi'IM. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

• 'ISSUES AND TALKING POINTS PAPER 

Here is a brief outline ·of key U. s. -German issues, _and 
related talking points for your use with Ambassador ~ge, 
Friday, May 17 at 1:00 p.m. 

A. • Be·rlin - The East Germans have ·issued bans on travel 
to and from Berlin by members of the right-radical NPD Party,. 
and high FRG officials. The regime wants to establish its 
•sovereignty"1 and seeks to inhibit connections between the 
PRG and.Berlin and thereby contribute to the erosion of Berlin 
confidence ·and viability. We have ·protested to the USSR. • The 
East Germans have ·turned no officials back since April 26. 
Tension is abating for the moment. The East Germans are 'likely 
to try ~gain from time ·to time. 

• Ask Lodge to give ·you his views on Berlin's future, _and 
ideasTOr more secure access arrangements, including German 
access, _after he has . had time ·to study the problem·. Tell him 
you regard Berlin as an important American tie with tneGer·mans, 
a significant indicator of Soviet intentions, and an important 
symbol of American-European mutual security. 

B. • Genna·n Ea·s·te-r·n Po•licy - The Kie singer government's Eastern 
policy (better _relations with Moscow, _relations short of recognition 
with East Ger·many, _and diplomatic relations with ·the Eastern· 
European states) is consistent with our own. The FRG occasionally 
bears reports that we ·don't approve. This has been an irritant. 

• Lodge ·should let the Chancellor, Brandt, _and other senior 
officials know that you understand and sympathize with their 
policy.· Add that you expect the Germans to keep us informed 
on talks with ·the East.· Tell Lodge of your interest in NATO 
exploration of balanced mutual troop reduction possibilities. 
~ge should keep you informed of German views. 

. c. Tr·oop ·cost Ne·utralization - u.s./German talks on a 
new agreement for German purchases of Treasury se9urities to 
neutralize our foreign exchange losses began May 9/10 and will .. 
resume in a few weeks. The Germans have.offered to extend the 
present rate of bond purchases for another year. We hope they 
will improve that offer. 

COHFID:!M'!'!:Mr 

• DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4' 
NlJ I 9?::-t9 ~ 

a1 :::¼, , NARA. Dale z-~ z-7¥" 
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• Lodge ·should ·te·11 the Cha·ncellor soon that your ability 
·to resist Congressional pressure ·for troop reductions would 
be ·greatly strengthened if you could show tha·t the ·Germans 
are helpi~g to neutralize our losses .• 

D. • ·se·curtt! ·and NATO - Increased interest ·in Eastern Europe 
and a German feeing of greater independence ·notwithstanding, 
the ·Germans continue to· rely on us and on the ·Alliance for· their 
national security. • 

• LOdge· ·should take ·frequent occasion to underscore ·the inter­
dependence of u.s. and German security in NATO, as the basis for 
·u.s·./German partnership. The ·Germans ·are ·sensitive to "tutelage" 
but they still want to be reassured that we are faithful Allies. 

E. • Reunifi"ca•tion - we· continue to support German reunification. 
This is a long-range goal. ·Reunification could emerge ·from a long 
period of reduced· East-Wes·t tensions. Experience ·of the last few 
weeks (Berlin access problems and Czechoslovakia) s~9gests that • 
pitfalls remain and Western security interests require ·continued 
attention. 

• Lod1e· ·should keep you informed of German views about the 
outlookor reunification, and what they believe we can do to 
make ·pr~gress possible.· 

F. • Right-Radica-i:i•sm - The "Nazis" aren't_ goi~g to ta~e • 
over. NPD success are related to current economic and social 
difficulties. Nevertheless,- the NPD's performance cre~tes 
public opinion problems here. • i 

• Ask Lodge for continuing assessments of NPD prospects, 
and eilectiveness of FRG efforts -to control NPD. • Te'll him 
that we want to avoid getting u.s. publicly involv~because 
the NPD thrives on fore~gn criticism • 

..., COffF!D!fflTlltL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

SECRET /NODIS WA •. HlNOTON Thursday, May 16, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a capsule of Bunker's 51st weekly report: 

A. General 

-- The enemy suffered a heavy setback militarily in his attack on Saigon, 
but he also demonstrated a considerable measure of success toward other 
objectives - his position at Paris and a show of his attack capability. 

-- Continuing destructive attacks could threaten all achievements. 
-- We should indicate attacks on cities - as well as high infiltration - cannot 

be carried out with impunity. 
Thieu overcame Ky's objections to Huong as Prime Minister. 
Thieu's decision not to change military.commands is reassuring. 
People's reactions to negotiations vary. 
Civil defense program progress.ing: Ky outlines objectives on TV. 
Thieu, Ky and Do sensitive that US may be entering substantive talks 

without Vietnamese presence. 

B. Political 

- - As yet no protection for civil administration in draft mobilization bill. 
Loc's good Assembly appearance will not alter proposed cabinet changes. 
Communists face difficulties selling their new "Alliance. " 
Outside Saigon, public confidence has been improving. 

C. Military 

Heaviest fighting in I Corps: partial withdrawal from A Shau under way. 
General Thang expects increased enemy activity in IV Corps. 

D. Pacification 

-- Province programs virtually unscathed by third phase post-Tet attacks. 
-:- ;Psychological impact of latest attacks weaker; pacification still slow-paced. 

E. Urban Recovery 

Saigon daq,.age it,dds to rec·overy problems; priority leadersl\ip required. 
Tet evacuee resettlement contim~es; total remaining drops to 388,000. 
Recovery commodities flow to countryside; rains spur participation. 

F. Economic 

- - Little economic panic in Saigon, despite attacks and curtailment of traffic. 
-- After 25% rise, food prices dropping steadily as attacks diminish. 

sa:cp li:T / NO DIS W. W. R. 



Thursday, May 16, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 27497) 

Herewith my fifty-first weekly message: 

A. General 

A number of significant events occurred during the past week: 

The back of the enemy attack on Saigon has been broken and again he has suffered 
extremely heavy casualties. From the beginning of the attacks on the night of 
May 4-5 to midnight May 15, in the country as a whole the enemy lost ll, 633 killed. 
(more than half in the Saigon area) and well over 2,000 weapons. Friendly losses 
for the same period were 907 killed in action, 169 missing, and something over 
300 weapons. The enemy clearly suffered a heavy setback militarily. But I think 
it is also clear that he had objectives other than military. One was an attempt to 
bolster his position at Paris and to· impress American and world opinion with his 
ability to mount subst;mtial campaigns against the cities and towns of South Vietnam. 
In shifting their strategy from the countryside to the cities, and especially Saigon, 
they are hoping by means of repeated attacks, raids, sabotage, shelling, and the 
destruction of more and more parts of the city to undermine the fabric of govern­
ment and to produce the upris.ing that woul~ destroy it. One cannot ignore the fact· 
that in creating another 125, 000 refugees or evacuees in Saigon and Gia Dinh and 
in the severe damage or destruction of another 16,000 houses (probably a conserva­
tive estimate), the enemy has had a considerable measure of success. In the recent 
attacks, except for the First Corps and Saigon, mostly by rocket and mortar fire, 
much of the enemy's main force has been uncommitted and·he is, therefore, in a 
position to continue his harassing attacks. That he will continue to be defeated and 
suffer heavy losses, I have no doubt. But if he continues to cr·eate refugees, to 
destroy and damage houses and industrial plants, the question is how long this can 
be endured without threatening all that has been achieved here. 

Hanoi, I think, is taking a calculated gamble, believing that our desire for peace 
and to deescalate the war is now so great that we cannot reverse this trend, that 
we will not dare to restore full bombing of the north ol" retaliate against Hanoi. 
It is for this reason that in my two messages this past week I urged that we not agree 
to cease our bombing of the north without specific commitments from Hanoi with 
respect to activity in the south. It seems to me we should make it clear that the 
attacks against Saigon and the cities, which are essentially attacks on civilians, are 
just as much "taking advantage" of the San Antonio Formula as the doubling of the 
rate of infiltration which has occurred since August-September, 1967, and the 
attacks on the demilitarized zone; and that thes·e cannot be carded out with impunity 
and without fear of retribution. 
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Thieu inaugurated a series of weekly radio and television speeches to the nation 
May 9. It was a good speech reviewing the impact of the r~cent attacks, noting 
the heavy casualties inflicted on the enemy, but also the damage and suffering 
caused by the Communists. He emphasized the fact that the enemy had inc~easingly 
resorted to sabotage, assassination, and indiscriminate shelling accompanied by 
considerable political activity. He congratulated the people and the armed forces 
for their performance during this new test of their courage and determination. He 
concluded his speech by expressing the hope that in his next address to the nation, 
probably this week, he would be able to speak to them on the subject of "reorganizing" 
the government. 

In my talk with him on May 14, Thieu said that he was in the final stages of deciding 
on the new structure of the Cabinet and was examining with Tran Van Huong names 
for those to be replaced. He said that he had talked with Ky on the day before and had 
overcome his objections to Huong as Prime Minister. Thieu himself had canvassed 
the whole field and remarked that "the fact is there is no one to appoint Prime 
Minister except Huong". His decision not to make any change in the milit~ry commands 
is also reassuring. This presumably, for the present at least, will apply also to 
General Loan ~s Director-General of the National Police. In any case, it appears 
now doubtful that Loan will be able to resume his duties £or some time. His leg 
wound is apparently serio~s enough to make it possible that some amputation may 
be necessary. Even if his leg is saved, he will lose some mobility and it seems 
_unlikely that he can contim;e actively as police director. The circumstances under 
which this s·ituation has developed are such as to avoid what might have been a source 
of friction between Thieu and Ky. 

Concern over the subject of negotiations seems to be a countrywide subject in 
South Vietnam at present, linked, as it is, to the future of every South Vietnamese 
in the most direct way. Reports from various sources in the Second, Third, and the 
Fourth Corps, I think, give some general indications of how the average person is 
thinking. An observer from Gia Dinh Province in the Thir,d Corps feels that the 
·peace initiative has produced three divergent positions: In the first group are 
government officials, the military, wealthy businessmen, some educators, Catholics 
and those who came south after 1954. This group strongly opposes peace moves at 
this time, for it feels that the government is in no position to emerge from talks 
with results that will be acceptable; that the result of talks would see the formation 
of a coalition government with eventual takeover by the Communists. In the second 
group are low to middle income urban workers who were initiaUy pleased with the 
prospects of peace, but now seem concerned about their economic future in a peace­
time situation without the U. S. presence. In the third group are the peasants and 
farmers in rural areas without any political views or ideological beliefs who would 
welcome an early end to the fighting on practically any terms. 

In the Second and Fourth Corps also, there seems to be evidence that the urban 
_and rural poor want peace more than anything else and are not greatly concerned in 
the manner in which this might be achieved. There is, on the other hand, a growing 
body in the cities who have seen death and destruction all around them, who have 
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been outraged by the terror tactics of the Viet Cong, and who are increasingly 
apprehensive of any arrangement which would threaten to bring the Communists 
to power. In the rural areas also, although there is much bending with the wind, 
there is growing resentment at the enemy tactics of forced heavy taxation, of 
abduction, and assassination and terror. 

A welcome development of this attitude has been the gathering momentum of the 
self-defense program throughout the country. In a radio and television speech on 
May 11, Vice President Ky outlined the objectives of the people's self-defense 
organization: 

1. To mobilize the entire popul~tion; 
2. To create a force in the rear areas to release the army for combat; 
3. To strengthen the will of the people for defense of the nation's cause; 
4. '.I'o create a people's force to strengthen the voice of the Republic 

of Vietnam at the confertmce table; 
5. To permit the country to maintain a total war of an extended 

duration; and 
6. To distribute the national potential rationally to permit it to fight 

and produce at the same time. 

The students seem to have taken hold with a good deal of enthusiasm and have already 
been pressed into service in Saigon. Professor Nguyen Van Truong, of the Univer­
sity of Saigon, remarked that he thought the students were enthusiastic in participating 
in the defense of the capital and that if the Communists attack them or attempt to 
kidnap them, they will meet with strong opposition. • 

I have reported quite fully on our discussions with Thieu, Ky, and Dr. Tran Van Do 
on the subject of peace negotiations. They have been pleased with the two statements 
made by Ambassador Harriman. But at yesterday's meeting, I sensed some 
sensitivity on their part that we might be getting into substantive talks without their 
presence. I note that Ambassador Bui Diem expressed some similar fears in Paris. 
This continues to be a highly sensitive matter here and could be politically explosive. 

B. Political 

The Lower House completed action on a general mobilization bill on May 10, and 
the Upper House began discussion of it yesterday. The bill, as drafted, appears to 
give the government adequate authority to use decree power to issue the necessary 
implementing ·regulations, but the test of its effectiveness will come in the imple­
mentation of the law. So far, no regulations adequate to the protection of the 
civil administration and the functioning of the economy have been drafted. We have 
repeatedly called this to tl.le attention·of both Thieu and the Prime Minister, and 
both have agreed that it is important that this be done, but to date no effective action 
has been taken. This ia in great part due to the fact that with the changes in govern­
ment reported imminent, Ministei:s are reluctant to. act. For this reason, not only 
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as it applies to mobilization, but as it affects the functioning of the entire govern­
ment, I hope that Thieu will be able to make his proposed changes this week. In any 
case, there is bound to be some drag while the new Ministers are familiarizing 
themselves with their jobs. • 

On May _13, Prime Minister Loe appeared before the Upper House in the morning 
and the Lower House in the afternoon in answer to their request for interpellation 
and to report on the achievements• of his government after six months in office. l;{e 
commented at length on the government response to the Tet offensive, on the plans 
for general mobilization, on measures to improve the efficiency and honesty of the 
government, concluding by asserting the determination of the government to achieve 
"three national targets: to build 'democracy, to resolve the war, and to reform 

• s_ociety. 11 He took cognizance of the reports about changes in the government by 
saying that Cabinet changes or changes of personnel are necessary when the situation 
warrants them and that the Cabinet is ready for changes or for withdrawal when the 
interests of the nation require it. Loe handled questions well, but I think the per­
formance as a whole is unlikely to change Thi~u•s view that a Cabinet change is 
necessary. 

The "South Vietnam Alliance of National, Democratic, and Peace Forces" on which 
I reported two weeks ago has had less of an impact than appeared at first might be 
possible. I think there is little doubt that the Communists h_ave been looking eagerly 
for "respectable" personalities to give the "Alliance" an appearance of legitimacy. 
I have the impression, however, that the Communists _will have difficulty in main­
taining any significant distinction between the National Liberation Front and the 
11Alliance" among most of the South Vietnamese public. 'Ihere is, of course, no 

• distinction and Radio Hanoi 1 s constant attention to the "Alliance" will tend to under­
line this fact in the public mind. 

Outside of Saigon, the mood of public confidence has grown steadily over the past 
weeks, as the work of recovery proceeds, the economy be·gins to revive, and the 
events of the Tet offensive fade from memory. The "second wave" offensive was 
largely directed at Saigon and most province and qistrict capitals suffered from 
nothing more than a few mortar and rocket rounds. 

C. Military 

· As the enemy elements in the Saigon area were being cleared up, the heaviest 
fighting this past week took place in northern First Corps. There was a major 
enemy thrust across the DMZ and considerable activity in the Khe Sanh plateau. 
Enemy activity continued around Hue and there was some shelling of the city. In the 
A Shau Valley, our forces met little resistance but continued to find caches of 
weapons· and ammunition and also a large underground hospital. We are now with­
drawing from the A Shau Valley, but will leave behind a roving guerrilla force and 
establish a l 77MM artillery base within range of the valley. A few rockets were 
fired at Danang, but the fire was inaccurate and little damage was done. The 
Special Forces outpost at Kham Due in Quang Tin Province was attacked and overrun 
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in the early morning hours of May 10. General Westmoreland had previously 
decided to withdraw forces befor_e the attack took place. In the process, two 
C-130's and four helicopters were lost. One-hundred fifty Vietnamese dependents 
were killed in the loss of one of the C-130's. In Binh Dinh Province in the Second 
Corps, the 22nd Army of the Republic of Vietnam Division, the Regional and Popular 
Forces and the 173rd U. S. Airborne Brigade hav~ been doing well. In Tuyen Due 
and Lam Dong Provinces, the Army of the Republic of Vietnam suffered three 
bad ambushes. 

I have already reported on the activities around Saigon in the Third Corps. In the 
Fourth Corps, the Vietnamese forces had two successful operations, one in 

• Vinh Long Province, the other in Chau Due. Ky told me yesterday that the Fourth 
Corps Commander, General Thang, reported that contacts with the enemy were 
getting more frequent and closer to the towns, and that he was looking for some 
stepped-up activity. He felt that this might come within a few days, perhaps around 
the 19th. 

D. Pacification 

Field reports from all 44 provinces indicate that pacification programs were hardly 
touched by the so-called "third phase" Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army attacks .. 
As a result, pacification activity in the countryside is proceeding at about the pre­
attack pace -- slow but hopefully sure. 

Our assessment shows that, in contrast to Tet offensive, only one battalion and one 
company were repositioned this time in defense of province and district capitals. 
Nationwide, the enemy overran only 16 outposts out of more than 4,000; at least 10 
have been reoccupied already. Only six out of more than 700 Revolutionary Develop­
ment or Truong Son teams were withdrawn from hamlets, in contrast to more than 
300 teams withdrawn during the Tet offe:zisive. 

The psychological impact on the population also seems far less than the Tet offensive. 
The people were better prepared for the May attacks, the armed forces and police 
were at strength and on the alert, and the enemy attacks were much weaker. 
Excessive concern with security is not evident. However, damage in Saigon and 
Gia Dinh will present additional urban recovery problems. 

All told, we are pleasantly surprised with the lack of impact on pacification from 
recent attacks, though still concerned with the relatively slow pace and lack of strong 
direction in the government pacification program. 

E. Urban Recovery 

Though the May attack does not present us with any nationwide urban recovery 
problem comparable to that after Tet, the damage in Saigon and Gia Dinh area was 
heavy. We estimate 90, 000 refugees in Saigon and 35, 000 in the area surrounding 
Saigon. Houses destroyed or severely damaged number about 9, 500 in Saigon and 
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6, 000 in suburbs according to first, probably conservative estimates. Economic 
effects so far are minimal. Already 24-hour curfew impo~ed in parts of Saigon 
has been lifted to 1600-0900. Police are escorting commercial trucks into Saigon, 
rice prices are holding steady, but meat and vegetable prices have almost doubled 
as a result of scare buying and temporarily decreased supplies. At first, the govern­
ment was inclined to try to handle this new recovery effort through normal minis­
terial channels.· But we are recommending that the central recovery committee 
should take charge. Thieu will have to exert personal leadership if quick results 
are to be expected. 

Meanwhile, resettlement of Tet evacuees continues. The number has dropped to 
388, 000 (versus 510,000 a week ago), as resettlement commodities and allowances 
are pumped out through provinces and districts that have finally gotten geared up. 
Rainy skies have given many families in temporary shelter incentive to reconstruct 
their homes. About 40 percent of the estimated million plus bags of cement and a 
million sheets of aluminum roofing have been distributed to families whose homes 
were more than 50 percent destroyed. Better than 90 percent of the total cement 
'and roofing required has been delivered to provinces for local distribution. Nearly 
· 100, 000 tons of commodities have been released from Saigon and regional warehouses 
.to assist Tet victims. With supplies on hand or due in South Vietnam ports shortly, 
we belteve new attack victims can be handled in the same way·as the 821,000 Tet 
evacuees. 

F. Economic 

Last week was one of great uneasiness for mission economists. The Viet Cong 
attacks on Saigon to a great extent fell across the city's main lifelines of food supply 
and commercial traffic. There was for a day or so active fighting in the Phu Lam 
area, where the main road from the delta enters Cholon, and along the Bien Hoa 
Highway, which channels all traffic from the north and eas't into the city. The 24-
hour curfew imposed for several days in Cholon meant a complete stoppage of all 

• commercial activity in that area and of traffic through it. Last but not least, the 
nearby fighting also put a stop to the operations of the municipal slaughter house 
nearby. 

It is rather remarkable in view of all this that the Saigon population showed few signs 
of panic in its economic behavior. Households had apparently by and large foreseen 
emergencies, and in many cases had already laid in all the food they could stock. 
Therefore, though food prices rose about 25 percent during last week, these increases 
ceased as soon as the fighting moderated, and prices began to come back down at 
the beginning of this week. 

Traffic from the delta into Cholon via Phu Lam has now been resumed, with convoys 
escorted into the city. Traffic from the north and east is being re-routed around 
the damaged Bien Hoa Bridge via old Route 1 without major delays. We expect that 
the city's commercial life will return to normal by next week, if further Viet Cong 
attacks do not occur. Economic conditions elsewhere in the. co\llltry were affected 

. only slightly by the fighting in Saigon. 
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DIPLO'IAT SAID IT WAS VERY CLEAlt THAT THE PROBLEMS OF VIETNAM 

WERE TO BE SOLVED ONLY ON THE BATTLEFIELD. THE DRV 

DIPLOMAT SAID: ''WE ARE DETERMINED TO LIBERATE SOtrrH VIETNAM 

AND WE HAVE PREPARED OURSE~VES ON EVERYTHING FOR A LIBERATED 

VIETNAM. THERE IS NEVER ANY DOUBT WHATSOEVER IN OUR MINDS 

ABOUT LIBERATING SOUTH VIETNAM. TllE-PEACEcTALK.~S.T.SI.MPL), 

FP~-1:RE:-.-.JaURPOSbO~Oll,D.:li-JAJ:ING_plffl_EE;eOR't,.,..ON ,.:.T-~BA TTI:.EFIEt.D. 

BY USING DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES WE HAVE Pur THE AMERICANS IN 

A. l)EFENSI~ POSITION MlLITARILY; THUS, THEY ARE IN A DEFENSIVE 

POSITION ON THE BATTLEFIELD AS WELL AS IN DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES." 

2. THE CHINESE DIPLOMAT THEN COMMENTED TO HIS COLLEAGUES 

THAT IT HAD aEEN UNNECESSARY FOR THE DRV DIPLOMAT TO EXPLAIN 

THESE MATTERS TO THE CHINESE SINCE THEY WE}\E FULLY AWARE. 0£ . 

THE GENERAL SITUATION IN VIETNAM THROUGH NEWS AND RADIO !iIEDIA. 

HE SAID THERE WERE ACTUALLY ONLY TWO CHOICES FOR THE VIETNAMESE 

AND AMERICANS: WAR OR TALK. THE DRV DIPLOMAT'S STATEME1''T THAT 

THE DRV WAS DETERMINED TO LIBERATE SOUTH VIETNAM WAS A WELL 

KNOWN FACT AND NEED NOi' BE REP~ATED. EVERYONE KNEW THAT 

THE U.S. WAS THE AGGRESSOR IN VIETNAM. RIGHT NOW THE AMERICANS 

WERE TALKING ABOur WITHDRAWAL FROM S.OUTH VIETNAM. IF THEY 
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REALLY HAD GOOD IN)'Em'.IONS; THEY •COULD GET THEIR HALF MILLION 

TROOPS OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM WITHIN TWO )lONTHS' THIE. THE U.S. 

DID NOT HAVE A MILLION TROOPS IN VIETNAM BUT ONLY A HALF A 

MILLION. THAT BEING THE CASE, WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF TALKING 

ABOUT PEACE AT THIS THIE. THERE \VERE ONLY TWO CHOICES FOR 

THE A fERICANS: TO GET OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM OR BE ELIMINATED 

BY THE VIETNAMESE. THE CHINES:& DIPLOMAT SAID THAT APPARENTLY 

THE U.S. WAS TAKING A POLICY OF "DELAYING THE TIMETABLE." THE 

D~PLO !AT SAID: "OUR CONCLUSION IS SIMPLE: THE O:t-."LY SOL'L'TION 

FOR VIETNA~ IS TO CONTINUE THE·WAR; WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT OUT O? 

PEACE TALKS? WE HAVE MADE OURSELVES VERY CLEAR ON THAT· POINT; 

O~-GLE'AR!.Y:.. s:tATED -THAT ... WE-}Y JT,l1mSIIPPORT-T.HE...:\Z:IETNA>MESE 

PEQP_l..E-:.-;IN.,THEJJ3 LT.J:\ER-A4'-'i0N°'"-w-A·R, I'Slt"T-'MA·T-GbEAR-.ENQljGH? : BJ![ ~ 

.THE)".;. (.LT-TE Y.J:E;,TJAAU~Q.:-TJ\LK--+.W;IJ:_11 _THE,_A~R I,C,Al{S◄....wHA'Pw 

,::..Q.~.N.,JVL;.J)O~HE-¥-.SHO~LIZE ,.· HO\'l.E.VER•;,;-'"!l'HAl'.JmETHER OR,.Nqr~ 

c.TJ:IE.RE:..-ARF--PEAeEi;...TAbKS-,....trHE-F·INA~URPOSE--;IS l'.Q...GE~T~ 

~AMERICA~ ... OUT-OP-SOUTH-VIETNAlif~.....;;THE AMERICANS PROBABLY ARE 

THINKING ABOUI' THE SAME THING AND THIS IS WHY THEY ARE STILL 

B01IBING, ATI'ACKING AND INTENSIFYING'THEIR MILIT~Y ACTIVITIES 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHllfOTOlf 

-- TOP SECRET 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

~M 
INFORMATION ~?) 

(for 5 :30 meeting)...,.:..-,-

Wednesday, May 1S, 1968 
3:15 p.m. 

You may wish to handle the 5 :30 meeting as f ollowa: 

l. Report of Paris Session (Sect. Rusk) 

Hanoi demanded that we stop bombing for nothing -- flatly --­
no give at all. 

z. Infiltration Rates through Panhandle (Sect. Clifford and Gen. Wheeler) 

Attached figures show: 

-- 1295 trucks sighted in Panhandle May l - 8. 
-- about ZS% destroyed or damaged. 
-- both figures rising rapidly as weather clears and rains come 

to Laos. 

3. Should We Resume Between 19th and 20th Parallels? (Sects. Rusk 
and Clifford) 

4. Operational Orders (Gen. Wheeler) 

If President so decides, how to draft operational orders to assure 
that fixed targets will be attacked one-by-one. 

E ... A D 
E.O. 1 , ~ • 3. W W. Roatow 

- _11_1:_~~-I&>_ 
By~-=---- I , 3,~-"'18 

'i'OF SEOR:E'i' 



-SECRET-N0F0RN: 

North Vietnam 

1 Thru 8 May 1968 

DA.ILY 
RP I RP II RP III TOTAL AVERAGE -

Sighted 253 164 1,295 

Destroyed 87 22 14 123 15 

Damaged 145 30 16 191 24 

lcJ~ ~-)A-~ A~;.-R /96i: 

DEC;..,A s l ED 
:.o. 12·: , c. 3.6 

NL.f 97-d~7 
By c&- , NARA Date 7-,n.9'1 

- ~,J.j- 7,0 
- ~,~,o~ 

- J....- •1"-"'J J-...,. , 7 

·SECRET N0F0Rf\1 



ACTION 

...... ...,.. May 11, 1961 • S:00 p. m. 

lb. Pnaw..t: 

Wllaa I ral ... tM •••• ef a 1•,--" 
laler.lew ~ lW•kalnml, ,- na,ada4: "llf'NW■'t 

auk • ll .. ..... 1 pnler aot le •• lt." 

1 tlaea leek tlle matter 11p wWa IN. &uk. Ha 
u, I MU... ........... te ~•-- It la tlall 
---,- ... Jwla ••• ~ • ., Snelta••r T-,.. 
ou Net &i.-1• la .,_,., UIII tile u..._ of State 
tlaat tile latenlew wo.W lawa more Impart le 
s.,.. lt lt were aa laten&.w iiltll tlae Pra■W.lllt. 
TINI•.,_.• .. 11M pn ..... tllla 4lraft te 1m ,-
e cl\e11Ce te make a flaa1 aaHaamellt ... ._lalea. 

1.etau1t••·-----

111terri ..... , • .., .. 

Call .. --

WWlleatow:rlll 



QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTED ANSWERS 

FOR PRESIDENTIAL INTER VIEW 

WITH MR. W AKAIZUMI 



QUESTION NO. 1 

Mr. President, the people of Japan -- and, I am sure, the people of 

many countries of the world -- were greatly impressed by your March 31st 

speech in which you took a unilateral step toward de-escalating the conflict 

in Vietnam and, at the same time, announced your decision neither to seek 

nor to accept the nomination of the Democratic Party for the Presidency. 

Japanese welcomed your historic statement as well as the positive response 

of North Vietnam. We sincerely wish an early and honorable peace accept­

able to all parties concerned. 

Since the delicate negotiations are going on in Paris at this moment, 

I do not want to ask any questions which might interfere with the progress 

of those negotiations. I would like to solicit your thoughts on some funda­

mental matters of U.S. foreign policy in Asia and the Pacific, particularly 

as it concerns Japan. 

Mr. President, some Japanese feel that your speech, in the context 

of recent developments in Vietnam, signals a basic modif.v::ation of U. s. policy 

toward Asia. Is this the case? 



QUESTION NO. 1 

ANSWER: 

Not at all, Mr. Wakaizumi, not at all. 

My March 31 speech was another in a long series of efforts to move 

the cpnflict in Vietnam to the negotiating table. Peace - - a lasting and 

honorable peace -- has always been our aim in Asia. Aggression is the 

enemy of peace. That is why we are fighting in Vietnam, to defeat aggres­

sion and to win a peace in which the South Vietnamese people can work out 

their own future. If armed aggression can succeed in South Vietnam, then 

the peace will be secure nowhere in Asia. So, we are determined that 

arined aggression will not succeed in Vietnam. We have been from the 

beginning. We still are. 

There bas been no change in our policy. We have never sought more 

than an honorable settlement of the conflict. But we will never accept 

anything less. 

My March 31 speech made it crystal clear that we will meet our commit-

ments in Asia. We are prepared to negotiate in good faith. But we will 

never -- never -- abandon our commitments or co,:npromise the bright 

future of Asia. 

You should remember that American policy in Asia and our involve­

ment in Vietnam has been developed under four American Presidents 

representing both political parties. There is no question in my mind 

. . 
that our policy toward Asia bas the broad support of th~ American people. 

Our policy is l)Ot the work of one man -- or of any one party. It is the 



result of the determination of the American people to put our full weight 

behind the organization of peace in the world. 

z. 

And once peace is achieved, we stand ready to use our economic and 

technological resources in a more generous measure than is now possible 

to continue the work of building a New Asia with a better life for its people. 



QUESTION NO. 2 

To put it bluntly, it is widely believed in my country that the United 

States has virtually lost the war in Vietnam and that, sooner or later, 

regardless of the progress of negotiations, the United States will have to 

withdraw. According to this point of view, the day will come when the 

United States will turn its back on Asia and adopt some kind of neo­

isolationism. Since we are linked with the United States in an important 

security pact, we are deeply interested in being able to count on a trust­

worthy ally. I would be most interested in your reaction to the assessment 

of the situation which I have just mentioned. 



QUESTION NO. 2 

ANSWER: 

I see no basis for the belief that the United States has "virtually lost 

the war in Vietnam, 11 as you put it. The Lunar New Year offensive, 

launched by the Communists in the midst of a sacred holiday, got the 

Communists lots of publicity. It also got them enormous casualties. 

Despite depleted ranks because of holiday leaves, the South Vietnamese 

Army fought back hard and effectively. The popular uprising that the enemy 

called for over and over in their radio broadcasts and that they _forecast 

in the orders to their forces simply never came about. 

To the contrary, this cruel attack on tlie cities served to harden 

the determination of the South Vietnamese to defend themselves. Volun­

tary enlistments went way up in February. A new mobilization law has 

passed the House of Representatives. 18- and 19-year olds are being 

drafted for the first time. And new moves have been undertaken to 

improve the weapons and the training of the Vietnamese Army. 

The siege of Khe Sanh, which the Communii;ts planned as an American 

Dien Bien Phu, was broken. The enemy suffered fearsome losses while 

ours were moderate. 

No, I can see no signs that the enemy is doing well at all. 

Nor is there any question of a United States withdrawal from Asia. 

We _are a ~acific power as well as an Atlantic power. We believe world 

peace requires political and economic strength among the nations of Free 

Asia. We intend to go on contributing to that strength as we have in the 



2. 

past. When ne.cessary, as in Kore a and Vietnam, we are prepared to 

resist aggression _ _,for unchallenged aggression is a mortal danger to the 

peace and stability of Asia. 

With respect to Japan, I told your Prime Minister last fall, that 

the United States commitment to your country can be counted upon. 

I can assure the people of Japan that the United States will never fail 

to honor that commitment. 



QUESTION NO. 3 

Your answer (that the United States will not withdraw from Asia; in 

response to the preceding question in the interview) reminds me of the 

important speech you made to the American Alumni Council in July 1966. 

At that time you said that the first essential for peace in Asia was the 

determination of the United States to meet its obligations in Asia as a 

Pacific power. In view of your statement, it would appear that that deter­

mination has not diminished. 

Now certain critics both in the United States and elsewhere feel that 

U.S. obligations in Europe and elsewhere, in addition to its commitment in 

the Pacific, leave the United States over-extended. They pc;,int to your 

co~ntry' s domestic problems, and also to world monetary problems, as 

reasons for reducing the scope of U.S. interests overseas. Do you feel 

that the breadth of u. S. commitments hampers its ability to respond flexibly 

to situations as they arise around the world? 



QUESTION NO. 3 

ANSWER: 

The United States bas the resources and the will to meet its commit­

ments both to the American people and to our friends abroad. Look at 

the record of the last 25 years. Look at Iran, Berlin, Greece, Korea, 

Lebanon, and now Vietnam. And there have been others •. 

We have not reduced our forces in NATO as a result of the Vietnam 

War. We continue to maintain a strategic reserve in the United States 

to deal with any sudden crisis that might arise. In fact, we are now 

strengthening that reserve. 

Of course, we expect others to carry their share of the burden. 

And some are doing so. There are five Asian nations fighting beside 

U.S. and Vietnamese soldiers against the aggression from the North. 

Many others, including Japan, are giving non-military assistance to South 

Vietnam. 

In the future we expect to see our allies play an expanding role, not 

only in protecting the security of the free world, but in providing the 

economic assistance which will make that world stable and prosperous. 

It is right that free nations should make whatever contribution they can 

to the security of their neighbors and the peace of their area. And it is 

right that prosperous nations should help their poorer neighbors build a 

better life for their people. 

The United States has the resources to meet its commitments. But it 

is difficult for us to ask our people to sacrifice if others are not doing 
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their part. In recent years more and more nations have come to realize 

the need to share their strength with their neighbors. Japan, for 

instance, has been playing an important role in regional development. 

You are making a major contribution to the Asian Development Bank. 

You are playing an equal role with us in helping Indonesia. This is 

heartening to us, and it makes it easier for us to continue to carry our 

share of the burden. I have no doubt that the future will bring an ever 

greater measure of cooperation between nations. I am sure that 

Japan will play a leading role in that cooperation, particularly in Asia. 

I am sure that others will fqllow Japan's lead. And I am sure that my 

country will play its full role. 



QUEST! ON NO. 4 

Since we are talking about international commitments to bring about 

peace and security, I am interested in your thoughts on the role Japan 

might play. I £eel personally that economic development and political 

stability 0£ Southeast Asia are intimately related to Asian peace, arxi that 

Japan is uniquely qualified to assist in achieving these ends. As you 

mentioned, the Asian Development Bank, in which Japan and the United 

States are major participants, is a first step in this direction. I would 

be interested in your ideas concerning some 0£ the next steps-in inter­

national cooperation for development. 



QUESTION NO. 4 

ANSWER: 

The nations of Asia are now beginning to realize the importance of 

working together for their common interests. Japan, as the greatest 

industrial power in Asia, can obviously be of prime importance in that 

endeavor. There is much to be done in Asia, and Japan can play a very 

constructive role in helping to achieve the economic pr ogre ssand the 

political c·ooper~tion ~ which are essential for peace and stability in 

that area. The burden is a heavy one and cannot be carried by the 

United States or any other country alone. It is for that reason that we 

feel that Japan's participation in this task is vital. 

No nation stands to benefit more than Japan from a peaceful, 

prosperous, progressive Asia. No nation is in a better position 

than Japan to help make that kind of Asia a reality. The exact form 

of your contribution is something for the Japanese people and govern­

ment to decide. But we look to Japan for a great contribution. 



QUESTION NO. 5 

Unfortunately, economic development is not a sufficient condition 

for bringing about peace. Diplomatic and other means are also essential 

for reducing tensions. As you said in the speech which I have already 

mentioned, Lthe/'! .. essential for peace in Asia which may seem the 

most difficult of all /is/ reconciliation between nations that now call 

themselves enemies. A peaceful mainland China is central to a peaceful 

Asia. 11 

Because of yearning for peace and of our geographical position, we 

Japanese are particularly interested in the possibility of such a process 

of accommodation. We ourselves have been trying to keep trade and 

cultural contact with China. Therefor~, we are greatly interested in 

your. views on the future of relations with mainland China and on possible 

policies which might help to bring about an accommodation. 



QUESTION NO. 5 

ANSWER: 

I recognize and have spoken of the need for working toward a lessen­

ing of tensions betwe¢ and the United States. 

I hope that Peking will change its absolute oppositxm and resistance to 

efforts we have undertaken in this direction. 

For example, there has been a steady relaxation of our restrictions 

on the travel of Americans to Mainland China and of Mainland Chinese to the 

United States, although Peking does not see fit to take advantage of this. 

In 1961 President Kennedy quietly suggested the United States might be 

prepared to supply food at a time when the Chinese were importing a good 

deal of food. That offer was reject ed. 

Last spring we tried on a small scale to permit the licensing of the· 

sale of certain drugs helpful in fighting diseases which we believed were 

spreading in parts of the Mainland. Again it was rejected. 

• We continue to meet with the Mainland Chinese in Warsaw at the 

ambassadorial level and we have dealt with them in the 1954 Geneva 

Conference on Indochina and the 1961-1962 Geneva Conference on Laos. 

However, Peking's leaders have continued to hold to their very 

militant stance in foreign affairs. They go on aiding and encouraging 

what they call "national wars of liberation. 11 They continue to develop 

their nuclear arsenal and explode nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. 

We hope, nevertheless, that Peking will cease its self-isolation, 

will change its dedication to the violent revolutionary overthrow of 



governments and will decide that it wants to re-enter the family of 

nations. 

I might remind you of what I said in my State of the Union speech 

on January 10, 196 7. 

"We shall continue to hope for a reconciliation between the people 

2. 

of Mainland China and the world community - - including working together 

in all the tasks of arms control, security, and progress on which the fate 

of the Chinese people, like their fellowmen elsewhere, depends. 

"We would be the first to welcome a China which decided to respect 

her neighbor's rights. We would be the first to applaud her were she 

to apply her great energies and intelligence to improving the welfare 

of her people. And we have no intention of trying to deny her legitimate 

needs for security and friendly relations with her neighboring countries." 



QUESTION NO. 6 

Mr. President, I have just participated in a conference on the subject 

of Okinawa at Stanford University. Since it affects the ties of friendship 

between our two countries, I should like to raise this one urgent problem. 

As you know, all Japanese, including the_ people of the Ryukyus, strongly 

desire the early reversion of the administrative rights to Japan. We 

realize that this problem too is intimately related to the problem of 

establishing peace in .Asia, but at least we should like to get a clear 

date for Okinawa's return as soon as possible. 



QUESTION NO. 6 

ANSWER: 

I had very frank and useful talks with Prime Minister Sato here in 

Washington last November about the Ryuku Islands question. The Prime 

Minister told me of the desire of the Japanese people for restoration 

of administrative rights over the Ryukyus. I informed the Prime 

Minister that I fully understand the desire of the Japanese people for the 

reversion of these islands. At the same time, we both recognized that 

the United States military bases on these islands continue to play a -
vital role in assuring the security not only of Japan but of other free 1;1ations 

in the Far East. 

This question is closely linked to future developments in Asia, and 

therefore I cannot at this time give you a definite timetable for reversion. 

Nevertheless, I understand the Prime Minister's desire for reaching an 

agreement within a few years on a satisfactory date for reversion. There­

fore, we agreed last year to keep this question under joint and continuing 

review. In the meantime I am pleased by the agreement we have already 

reached for the return of the Bonin Islands. 

Prime Minister Sato and I also reco~nized t~e need to take steps 

to promote the economic and social welfare of the people of the R}'lkyu 

and to foster greater identification with Japan proper, in order to reduce 

the stresses which will come at such time as administrative rights are 

re stored to Japan. We therefore agreed to establish an Advisory Committee 

to the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands. This Committee is now 



operating in Naha, and I understand that in a few short months it has 

already come up with some very constructive actions. 

z. 



QUESTION NO. 7 

Mr. President, we all know that nothing is more important to the 

peace of the world than the improvement of relations between the two super­

powers -- the United States and the USSR. Japanese relations with the 

Soviet Union have been improving; we have been encouraged by recent 

signs of progress in Soviet-US relations, such as the ratification of a 

consular convention between your two countries. The nuclear non­

proliferation treaty also holds out prospects for a more peaceful world. 

Unfortunately, these prospects are marred by the continued development 

and testing of nuclear weapons at the very time when non-nuclear powers are 

being asked to renounce their nuclear option. 

Japan is more painfully aware of the horrors of nuclear war than any 

other nation.. We know that you share that awareness; we remember 

your remarks on the subject as long ago as 1957 in your "Open Curtain" 

speech. Although Japan is now fie world's third greatest industrial 

power with the obvious capability of building nuclear weapons, we are 

most reluctant to do so. Nevertheless, we cannot be at ease, nor can we 

feel certain that the cause of peace is being advanced, so long as testing 

of nuclear weapons continues. 

Mr. President, we know from your letter of transmittal of the most 

recent report on the U. s. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency that 

you are completely aware of the considerations mentioned above. However, 

we feel strongly about the urgency of measures to a~hieve realistic and 



effective arms control and disarmament. We are anxious to have 

your appraisal of the prospects for progress in the near future. 

2. 



QUESTION NO. 7 

ANSWER: 

I have devoted many hours -- many days -- to the task of improving 

Soviet-American relations. 

There has been some progress. We have successfully negotiated the 

Space Treaty, the air agreement and the agreement on the return of 

astronauts as well as the Consular Convention which you mentioned. 

Most important of all is the joint proposal for a Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

We have managed to do all this at the very time that the Vietnam conflict 

was complicating our relations with the Soviet Union. So, I think there 

ls solid ground for hope and progress in the future. 

In particular, we would like to get talks started between ourselves 
on 

and the Soviets/limiting strategic offensive and defensive missiles. We 

are convinced that there is a mutual interest in stopping the accumulation 

and refinement of these weapons. I stated publicly on February 12 my 

hope that talks on this subject could start soon. 

We also would like to see the Soviets work with us to settle the Middle 

East crisis. That is a dangerous situation. It is a situation in which we 

think there is need for U.S. -Soviet cooperation. 

We would like to have Japan's support for these efforts. I think Japan 

can play a very useful role in working for a, wide adherence to the Non­

Proliferation Treaty. As you know, that proposal was worked out very 

painstakingly at Geneva. It takes into account the views of many nations, 

including Japan. 



QUESTION NO. 8 

Mr. President, we have been discussing major questions of world 

peace and security. You deal with such questions daily. It has been 

said that the President of the United States is the most powerful yet the 

loneliest man in the world. Because you have been so close to these 

major world questions, I would be particlkly interested in any thoughts 

you would like to share on your hopes and fears for the future of mankind 

in this nuclear age. 



QUESTION NO. 8 

ANSWER: 

As I said in my response to an earlier question, I am certain that the 

future will see a world in which cooperation between nations is common­

place. 

I am not pessimistic about the future. I am not pessimistic at all. 

The recovery of Japan is an example of what free men can do in conditions 

of peace and security. All over Asia a new society is coming into being. 

The progress of Korea, of Thailand, of Malaysia, Singapore, and the 

Republic of China - - all this is dramatic proof that .men can work together 

to conquer their ancient enemies of poverty and sickness and ignorance. 

Prosperity, hope, a better life for the people of the world: those are 

the conditions of peace. That is what we have to work for, to create the 

conditions of peace. Peace is too important to be left to chance. It is 

essential that the nations of the world invest their resources and their 

energies in the task of organizing the peace -- of creating the conditions 

of peace. 

I think we have made great progress. At the very moment that the 

tragic war of Vietnam has gone on, the building of a new Asia has also 

gone on. The future does not lie in the fighting and the desolation of 

Vietnam battlefields. It lies in the schools that have been built in 

Thailand, the factories that have been built in Japan. It lies in the 

miracle rice strains developed in the Philippines. It lies in the great 

work that is going on to develop the Mekong Valley for the benefit of a 



hundred million people. 

I believe that mankind now has, for the first time in history, th~ 

tools and the knowledge to build a peace. I believe science and tech­

nology puts within- our hands the ability to solve our problems -- to 

give a better life to all our people. But we will miss this chance if 

we do not recognize it and work for it. The key is cooperation between 

na\ions. 

I believe that the· nations of the world are coming to see this truth. 

And I believe that the young people of the world see it more clearly than 

the rest of us. There is much hard work yet to be done. There will be 

dangers to meet and sacrifices to bear in the future as in the past. But 

I believe profoundly, Mr. Wakaizumi, that the people and the nations 

of the world will meet the challenge. I envy the young people who are 

just coming into this world. They will know a better world than we have 

known. 

2. 



QUESTION NO. 9 

In closing, Mr. President, I should imagine that people all over 

the world are wondering how you feel about your momentous decision 

to give up your political career to devote more of your time to the 

quest for peace. Have your days been less hectic, and have you felt 

more tranquility of mind since then? 
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MAY 1968 NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR. 

MADE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS: PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S SPEECH 

ON 31 MARCH WAS A "DRAMATIC REVERSAL,OF TRENDS, A QUALITATIVE LEAP." 

UNTIL MARCH 31ST, HANOI EXPECTED THAT JOHNSON PLANNED TO ESCALATE 

THE WAR, TO APPEAL TO US NATIONALISM AND:TO SEEK RE-ELECTION ON A 

WAVE OF PATRIOTIC POPULARITY. SUDDENLY; HE WENT THE OTHER WAY AND 

''.DE!"9ESCALATED".. .HANOI . UNDERSTOOD WHAT 

CONCRET~ EVENTS_ BROUGHT JOHNSON TO J,{AKE HIS DECISION: THE TET 

OFFENSIVE, THE DOLLAR PROBLEM, AMERICAN .ISOLATION FROM ITS ALLIES 

AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT. ~VEN THOUGH THE PARTIAL SUSPENSION OF THE 

BOMBING WAS NOT WHAT HANOI HAD DEMANDED, IT WE;NT A LONG WAY IN THE 

DIRECTION OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITION. "WE KNOW THAT THIS NEW 

} AMERICAN TREND TOWARD PEACE MAY BE REVERSED AND THE HAWKS MAY.GAIN 

THE UPPER HAND, SO WE ARE PREPARED TO G!VE-THIS PEACE TREND A CHANCE 

TO DEVELOP. 

2. THUS, AT THB, PEACE TALKS, THE VIETNAMESE 5 
4 

EXPECT TO BE PATIENT· AND TO LET THE AMERICANS MANEUVER AROUND THEIR 3 

/,~c~,\~ ,.11,., ,, 

•' 
\ ..,. __ 

' - . . ..... . . . . ................. --. ... .. '•• .. . .. . 
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PUBLIC OPINION AT. HOME, AND MANEUYE~ AROUND THEIR CUMBERSOME ALLIES. 

"WE· ARE NOT AS INTERESTED IN NEGOTI~TING AS WE ARE OF GETTING AMERI­

, GAN TROOPS OUT OF VIETNAM, SO, IF THE NEED ARISES, IF THE-AMERICANS 

.. NEED TIME, IF THEY NEED TO MAKE CERTAIN STATEMENTS, ,IF THEY NEED TO 

CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE ACHIEVED THEIR GOALS IN VIETNAlrl, EVEN IF THEY 

NEED TO CLAIM THAT THEY HAVE WON, WE WILL NOT MIND . ... AS LONG AS 

THEY PROMISE TO LEAVE VIETNAM." 

3. THE VIETNAMESE WILL NOT RELY SOLELY ON NEGOTIATIONS. : THEIR 

POSITION ON -THE BATrLEFIELD WILL CONTINUE TO BE REINFORCED. PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON IS A "VERY SLY .FOX" AND HE WILL NOT BE GIVEN THE TEMPTATION 

TO SUDDENLY CHANGE HIS KIND BY THINKING HE HAS A BETl'ER MILITARY 

CHANCE. "AFTER ALL, THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE A KIND OF DIPLOMATIC TRANS­

LATION OF THE MILITARY SITUATION. WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AWARE THAT WE 

CANNOT THROW THE AMERICANS INTO THE SEA. OUR ACTIONS ARE A CAREFULLY 

PLANNED MIXTURE OF MILITARY AND POLITICAL PRESSURE. IN THAT REGARD 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO NEED OUR FRIENDS IN 'l"BE WORLD TO SPEAK UP ANp 

SUPPORT OUR CAUSE." 

4 . AT! -THE-.R.EACE·--:TAi:.ics)•:'l'HE ~ MAi i"=ts·suLWl I ,L-:-BE---0:HE-F-Ul'URE--OE-. 

~OUTH.#-VI ETNilC-::-;:-~F.111AGREEMEN'T-I·S-REAGHEn.oNatrHE4aISS ~HL.OOER1-

5 )tED.IATLS.TEPS...'IO-BE--TAKEN.,-SUCH AS,.THE-C~ROL,,-OE IT'HE-DE-E-SCAX,A:tJQN, 
4 
S ,WI~9.:;c..RUSENT.-INSURMOUNTABL"E'9PROBLE~S~ THERE" WILL BE NO 
2 
l 

,· 
-- -- --- -----· 

• r : .... 
..... ·-· . ___ ._:·----~ . ~~~---.:.··---~--~-; _____ ··---·-

,t• • I 
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~ESTRICTIOl;~::.Q.?!::::TOl?lC.§::J...Q.-.:BE:-.P.I~CUSSEI)--q)UR1NC7-"THE-:-TAUCS~--NOR.T}l;. 

"'i.IET.NAMESE;-ARE :-PREP ARED-:""FOR7fIDE;;R7'"NGl}(G-;-DI s~us·s IONS • ~,-·--· . ... • -

5. AMBASSADOR .AGREED THAT "TO A DEGREE" THE GENEVA ACCORDS 

?rtAY SERVE AS A FRAMEWORK FOR A SOLUTION TO THE VIETNAM PROBLEM. HE 

MENTIONED THE STEPS TO BE FOLLOWED: "SELF-DETERMINATION, ELECTIONS, 

RE-UNIFICATION OF VIETNAM - ONE AFTER THE OTHER, AT DIFFERENT TIMES, 

HOWEVER, THE SITUATION IS DIFFERENT NOW. THERE IS NOW THE FRONT TO 

BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT AND OTHER FACTORS." 

6. REFERRING TO THE NEWLY ANNOUNCED "ALLIANC~ OF NATIONAL 

DEMOCRATIC AND PEACEFUL FORCES" IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AMBASSADOR. SAID 

THAT NORTH VIETNAX IS AWARE THAT SOME PEOPLE IN SOUTH VIETNAM DO NOT 

WANT COIDtTJNISM. THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE WILLING_TO ACCEPT AN INDEPEN-

DENT NEUTRAL SOUTH VIETNAM. WE?fl'_QV,O,.SA:¥.JHA~OUGH-r=:aTIJATa 

l.HE:,kMERif~...:al'(Q.ULD-,QE1 RT.lLOF.,.KI:,...AND,-IeUER.,ON Tlg:Y WOULD DUMP THIEU. 
-~-=-=• 

THEN-T~ICANS.:."COULD•F:I-NO:..SOUTH~-ETNAKESE---U:ADEBS;;WH~ARE-A.C,CEPT-
• ··---

------

' .. -- •.... ----- -----------~-.:. ·-·-·· ---~-·----·•--'---•----
...... -···· .. . .. 
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THE END OF THE STRUGGLE. WE ALONE WILL DECIDE WHEM TO FIGHT AND WHEN 

TO STOP AND WHAT TO SETrLE FOR. OUR FRIENDS iLL THINK IN TERMS OF 

THEIR OWN .PROBLEMS AND CONTINGENCIES." 

8. AMBASSADOR.SAID THAT WHEN JOHNSON MADE HIS SPEECH ON.31 

MARCH, 'raE--FRENCH: A¥BASSADQ~_9.~. Jll~~¥ .... T.HE_ ... ~R~,J.ND.JSJ1GGES'rED .. THAT 

THE AMERICANS MEANT_BJJSINE~&.-;-.-"THE·"'-FRENCH~PLAY~-4.YEC-..llOLi AS 
• ,.~·~.:.:..·~;,.::.:~-------=·· .. -

~~;~J~~AlIP sz1HE.-PAR'I s-coNFERENC"E--WAs-.N,oRAL"V·ICTOR,.V F0R..DLGA~". 

·.m: SAID. 

5 
4 
3 
2 
1 
~ 

9. FIELD·DISSDt: HARRIKAN, DELEGATION, STATE, CINCPAC, PI.CFLT, 

ARPAC, PACAF, 

.. . . 
:-. ' :- . .. . . • , .. ,'. . . . \ . . . . .•• .. ,· ;·, .. .... . • ,· . 

• • • • ·-- - . •-·- ... ..:.---'· -·-· -·-·-•-··I • -•~·-• -••- --• --- -- ---•• ---•··· --

.. :, 
• ... 
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DJ:LTO 50 (Pule 14011) 

CONFJDSIIT'U. 

E LA SIFEO 
\ti hite Hou .. e G!Ji ;01;ne .... , Feb. 2 . 1983 
By ~ , NARA, Date t, -.z -<j ;i_ 
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0 1509202 MAY 68 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 1500 

, g H r, 1 e & N· T I ., -t PAR 1 s 14~35 

Exo1s: 

FROM HARRIMAN 

DELTO 50 --- ~ ·, 
WE SUGGEST THAT ARTHUR GOLDBERG 
HIM IN AS STRONG LANGUAGE AS HE 
ALBERTA SPEECH IS JI,~ CONDUCIVE 
NEGOTlATlONS·HEREt ARRIMAN 

c.. .. 

DECLA SJ JED 
E.O. 129.. , Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 9'7-33 . 

By· ce,. , NARA Date-r-.U-71 

GO TO U.THANT TODAY ANO TELL 
FEELS APPROPRIATE THAT H1S 
TO ACHIEVING•·PROGRESS IN 
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Harew1tb TWea cGllflrm• ta.. atery alMNt 
Xy a■ peaelble hea6I of OVH --atlas team. 

I •P'M wltb B..._r•• •• .. ••meat -­
aad TW..••• 

- IECRST attacllinaePlll 

w. w. 1loetew 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J ,p..-3~?> . 

Dy ~ ,NARADate 7-8;.'~ 
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P R 15 11352 MAY 68 
FM AME1.9A SSY SAIGON 
TO SE CST ATE W ti SHDC PR !OR ITY 2705 
I FO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

S-E e R E T jsAIGON 27360} 

EXD IS 

PARIS FOR HARR IMAN 

, DECLASSIFIED '· 
Authority RAC oi I b cf/ wv 

By • NARA, Date .J- 3-:.J 

1. IN 1Y TALK WITH THIEU ON MAY 1'4, I ASKED WHETHER TRA VAN DO 
t,!QULD co lT INUE AS FOREIGN MI .I STER, AND WHETHER HE HAD G !VEN FURTHER 
THOUGHT TO THE, HEAD OF THE D~L GATION TO THE PARIS TALKS. 

2 •• THIEU SA ID THAT HE WAS U JDER -SOME PRESSURE TO REMOVE TRAN VAM 
DO AS ~OR:SIGM MINISTER, BUT WAS DOING HIS BEST TO KEEP HIM. DO 
t11AS KNOWLEDGEASLE AND HAD EXPERIE JCE IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND THEY 
WERE S1-{0RT OF EXPERTS. BUT HE WAS NOT FORCEFUL, HE WAS A 1:JEAK 
ADMINISTRATOR, 

AD PF.OPLE RECALL HIS ROLE IN THE 1954 NEGOTIATIO s. IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE PRESENT TALKS IN PARIS DO C.OULD BE A PROBLEM, FOR HE 
~•JOULD FI JD IT DIFFICULT TO MAKE CONCESSIONS AND CO PROMISES. 

3. THIE:U SAID KY HAD VOLU.lTEERED TO HEAD THE NEGOTIATIO S AND THERE 
50 .. E ME IT IJ SEND! JG HIM. HE WAS KNOWN TO BE TOUGH AND THERE 
WOULD BE POPULAR CONFIDENCE IN HIS APPO INTME~T, AND IF HE .ADE CO .. -
PROM ISES IT WOULD BE MORE ACCEPTABLE IN THE COUNTRY. 

4. COMMENT: I AM BEGINNING iO THINK THAT THERE IS A GOOD DEAL 
IN THIS, 
AN!) WHILE WE WOULD FIND KY DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITH AND SUSPICIOUS OF US, 

I THINK HE CAN B WORKED ON, AND IF BROUGHT ALONG BY US WOULD BE AN 
ASSET TO THIEU AND TO US IN ARRIVING AT A SETTLEMENT. MOREOVER, THIEU 

MAY 

,S!CRET 

SE6R!T 

P~,'("'~~~~t§..~ 

P.AV~ IN MI.JD TO GET KY OUT OF THE COUNTRY IN ORDER TO GIVE HIM A 
t"?EEP. 
HA lD TO REOPGANIZE THINGS HERE. I THINK WE SHOULD LET THIEU MAKE 
THIS DECISION IF HEWANTS TO AND NOT 'TRY TO DISCOURAGE, IT. 

itfft, .l<'.Ffil 
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l. 'TODAY'S MEETING" STARTED. AT 1~:.-S~ /\M. I OPENED \41TH STATEMENT 
SENT TO Q'EPT (P;I\Ris l40~7) •• ·rHUY REPLIED WITH 1..r:NGTHY STATE­
Mi:NT CHARGING AL LEG ED ACTS OF t\GG RESS ION AND CR IMES AGAINST 

.. 

'. . 
. 
l 
.I 
l 

' 

THE f\\ORTH. HIS. Sr'ATEMENT CONT-AIN£0 USUAL LIST OF . ~ 

A~LEGATIOrJS COV,.ERING CI'rIES, HOSPITALS,' SCHOOLS, DIKES, BERTRAND • 
RUSS.ELL TRIAl.,. Et:C. HE REPEATED HIS PREV-IOUS DEMAND rOR 
CESSATION OF' BOMBING AND .ALL·OTHER ACTS Or WflR. HE REJECTC:O 
US RE:QUC:ST 'fOR ~.ES'fHAINT AS "ABSURD .. ANO SAID US MUST STOP 
ACTIONS, WITHOUT "DEMl\~DlNG" ANY CONDITIONS OF ORV. 

2. I H~~LIE:O WITH STRONGl.Y•,,JORDEO CON0~I"1NATION OF' NORTH 
VIETNAM~SE F'ALSEHOODSt THEN GAVE EXAMPLES OF ATROCITIES 
COMfHTT.£0 ·IN ·COLO BLOOD BY· VC~ AND t:VN F'ORCES, DES CR ID t NG, AS AN 
EXAMPLE, ·oEr AILS Or THE BRUTAL MURDER OF ONE THOUSAND 
.C!V-ILIAtJS AT. HUE. 1 REPEATED PORTION OF MAY 13 OPENING STATEMENT 
ON-RESTRAINT, AN.D AGA.IN ASKED HIM TO REPLY TO QUESTION 
OF' WHAT THEY wo.u~o DO TO .MATCH OUR RSTRAI NT. 

3~ THUYIRE:.PLIEO GIITH FURTHEH ~OLEMICS, AGAIN· DEMJ\NOING 
UN-CONOI'f IONA\- CESSATION OF BOMal~'G. 

4. I ASKED. THUY WHC:THER HE HAO ASSERTED .THERE: WERe: NO NORTH 
VIET.NAM£SE ·TROOPS IN .SOUTH VIETNAM. HE REPLIED, HC: HAD ALREADY 
ANSWERED THE ~UESTION.·. WHEN I 'P.R£SSEO HIM, HE DODGED OIR&cr· 
REPI..Y. 

i 

' ; 

.. 



-HCRET-·-

-2- PARIS 14057, MAY 1S 

5. THE r~::;tfHXi AOJOUHN::D AT TWO O'CLOCK WITH AGREEMENT TO 
N~ET M;AIN AT tilS SUGGES'flON A'f 10:30.tiM ON SATURDAY. 

6. f UNOC:fWTAND NORTH VI C:TNAMESE AH£ ?LANNHJG FULL 01 SPLAY 
Or CHARTS ANO M~PS IN SUPPORT OP THEIR CHARGES. AT THEIR 
PnESS CONFER ENCt WHICH HtiS JUST ST flRT'Eo. WE AR£ RELEASING 
Tr.X! MY ST/\.TEMENr AND JORDEN WILL GIVE RUN-DOWN Or MEETING, 
EMPJlt.SIZI~'G OUR. CONSIRUCTIVr; PHOP0SA1.S. ENO HARRIMAN 
ar 
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Wedne•day, May 15, 1968 -- 10:45 AM 

Mr. Pre•ident: 

On March 8 Bill Gaud, Charlie Zwick and I recommended that 
you make the leaal determination neceaaary to permit AID to tranaler 
$8 million from their Supportiq Aaaiatance approprlatio.11 to their 
Admloiatrative accoUAt to pay aalarie ■ and expen••• in Vietnam. You 
in•tructed ua to find out whether AID would live without a tranaler, and, 
if not, to aweat the amount down aa far a• poa•ible. 

Attached ia the re•ult of Charlie Zwick'• inveatiaation. He find• 
that: 

-- there ia no way that AID can meet these expenaea without 
a tranafer. Your bud1et waa co.n■tructed on the aa■wnptlon 
of a. tranafer, and the Coqrea• haa indicated it prefers we 
fund these Vietnam expen••• throuah tranafer rather than 
enlar1in1 the general AID Achnini■trative accouat. 

-- The amount can be -- and baa been -- reduced from $8 million 
to $7. 2 million. 

Bud1et report• that the effort to get a preci•• fix on the minimum 
amount required has broqht u• up a1alnat a tight timin& deadline. Tech­
nically, AID b •tretchiq the law by keepina employ••• on the payroll 
for the la•t two day■ de•pite the fact that without thia tranafer the A1ency 
baa no way to pay them. U you decide not to approve the tranafer, AID 
will have to beain furlou1hin1 employees immediately. 

I recommend you •Ian the Determination at the ai1nature tab. 

W. W. Roatow 

EKH/vmr 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

MAY 1 4 1988 

MBNORUIJUM roR THE PRBSIDIDIT 

Subjaats h'••ident.ial Det.ezminat.ion on 'l'ranafer of AXJ> l'und• 

Jn Mu'oh, Walt Roat.ow and I reoomnended that. you approve a 
t.ran•f•r of f8 million of All> Fund• fl'Om the Supportin9 As­
•i•tanae appropriat.ion t.o Adminiatrat.ive Bxpena••• The fund• 
are to cover th• adainiatrat.ive coat.a of the Vietnam program. 
You asked that. we t.ake another look at the amount. 1 have 
carefully reviewed the propo•al again and have concluded 
that the ■inimum amount we •hould transfer ia f7.2 million. 
A revised determination for thi• amount i• at.t.ached. 

The key fact.or• area 

- C0119Z'••• prefer• that we fund the ad­
miniat.rat.iva costa of th• Vietnam AID 
progr11111 by thi• t.ranafer method. 

- 'l'ba authority baa been uaed for each of 
the la■t two yeara. 

- Your 1968 budget. was planned on the baai• 
of ■uch a transfer. 

- The aurrent. ••t.imat.e of f7.2 million is 
2°" below th• amount. ori,Jinally budgeted 
fort.hi■ purpo••• 

- AIJ> will be overobli9at.ed it the trane­
far l• no~ made. •ayroll• cannot be met. 

- AIJ>'a Adrainist.rat.ive &xpen••• account ia 
too aall to abaorb this l&J."9• amount. 
It. was cut. ahas-ply by con9raas and ia 
abaol'bing part of the 1968 pay raiaa 
coata. 



- Bill Gaud has embarked on a ■erious program 
to further reduce the number of AID employ­
ees and administrative cost■, but ita effect • 
won•t cane until next year. 

2 

In abort, I believe t!!f ts-uafer 1• tullX ;ju■tifitpd and that 
$7.2 ptillion is th• miniawQ prudent goµnt. I recamnend 
that you sign the attached deterrnin~tion. 

Attachment 

(signed) Charles J. Zrlck 
Charles J. Z•1~k 

Diroctor 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Washington 

Presidential Detenaination 
No. 68•5 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADMIHIS'l'RA'l'OR 
MERCY FOR Ill"J.'BRNATIOII.AL DBVBLOPMENT 

SUBJ'BC'l', Detenaination under Section 610 of the Poreign 
Asaiatance Act of 1961, as amended, (the "Act"), 
to transfer up to $7.2 million of Supporting 
Assistance fund• to Adllliniatrative Expense fund• 

In accordance with the recommendation in your memorandum of 
February 20 1 hereby determine, INX'•uant to Section 610 of 
the Act. that it is necessary for purposes of the Act that. 
up to $7.2 million appropriated under Section 402 of the 
Act be transferred to, and oonaolldated with, appropriation• 
made under Section 637(a) of the Act, aubject. to the lillli• 
tatian that funds so transferred shall be available solely 
for the adllllniatrative expenaes incurred in connection with 
progrua in Vietnam. I hereby authorize such transfer and 
consolidation. 

You are requested on my behalf to give prompt. notice of thi• 
detenainatdon, purauant to section 634 (d) of the Act, to the 
CClllllllittee on Poreign Relations and the C011111ittee on Appropri• 
ations of the Senate and to the Speaker of the Bouse of 
aepreaentativea. 



Da'OBMAT10N 

., 81:CJa:l 

Wedaeacla7, May 15, 1'68 -- 10:35 am. 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

To. may be lalu••tN la th.ta report oa 
rnacll &ttttu.• :tftU"'ia ·IM Pul• •1etlatloa. 
1t l'.a.ct• accuately at lead ... pan el. l"reacll 
tti.Jnkl•1: aamely, .tkat .,. aJa..w puh aaW. tile 
pr•••st lffeJ'BmeN la S&laoa-

u &n.i ..ta.a 1M uaetlattoaa 1•t •erlou, 
we saa.11 probaltly ·••• a ceacert.4 elfert, emJtraclaa 
t.ot!a ~ FnDCla aM ti... Rualalaa, fer .. to l>realt 
11p wbt b• lNea acllleTM tianwp t!le c•atltldleaal. 
pr~•·· 

WWRoatow:rlA 

w.· ,, . Jtoetow 

8S:CUT 

SA r 1z • 
E.O. 12958, S c. 3.6 
N J ~7- 3i>-

By ~ , NARADa S-3-lfD 

" 7 ---

1 .3{,e} 
3.4(b)(~) 
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COUNTRY: 

DO I: 

SUBJECT: 

ACQ: 

SOURCE: . 

1 • 

..... 

FRANCE/VIET NAM 

.MAY 1968 

FRENCH GOVERNMENT THINKING ON THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS, 

SANmZED 
E. 0. 12958, Stt. 3.6 
NLl 9 7-, 3~.S-

By @ , NARADa• 10,:2.)Jf? 
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IN.· 1"0743 

PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES /,r{c.) 

¢-.;=:;.~~----------------·,_.~_ax,) 

INTENDS TO TAKE A PART IClll.AR.Y DISCREET ATTITlDE TOWARD THE AMERICAN/ 

NORTH VIETNAMESE ~lEGOTIATIONS DURING TH£ FIRST .PHASE WHICH RELATES TO 

THE CESSATION OF THE BOMBING OF NORTH. VIETNAM, TAKING MO PUBLIC 

POSITION WHICH MIGHT CONCEIVABLY EMBARRASS EITHER INTERLOCUTOR. DURING 
ARISES 

THE SECOND PHASE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS, WHEN THE QUEST~ONIOF FORMULATING 

A STAT LITE AND OF PROVIDING GUARANTEES FOR A GOVERNMENT IN sour H. 

VIETNAM, THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WOULD BE PREPARED TO PARTICIPAT~ IN 

THE DELIBERATIONS. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENr HAS NO INTENT ION OF RE-

QUESTING PERMISSION TO PAR'F-ICIPATE, BUT EXPECTS THAT W.HEN THE 

M0'.'1£NT ARRIVES, ONE OR THE OTHER OF "THE NEGOTIATING GROUPS WILL 

REQUEST FRENCH PARTICIPATION AND THE FRENCH NOW FEEL 'THAT THEIR S~PORT 

w ILL BE REQUESTED BY A sour H VIEMAMESE GOVERNMENT' BUT -NOT THE 

GOVERNMENT CURRENTLY IN POWER. 

2. THE FRENCH HAVE THE IMPRESS ION THAT CHANGES MAY TA KE PLACE 

RATHER RAPIDL y IN' THE COMPOS IT ION OF THE sour H VIETNAMESE GOVER Ni-1C:NT 

A'NO EVtN SPEAI<. OF THE POSSIBIL1TY. OF A COUP D-'ET:~T, WHICH WOULD OVER­

TJiROW THE .. J }i IEUI-.J<.'!-'GO.VER-.N)1EN.T--~A'NEY-'~R·E PL ACE·: THEM: :B·Y 'PERSONAL IT IE S LESS 

"COM PR OM I SEO". 
•• • '. •• • . .1;"11it•·· '-t;•,..,,.; .. ,1-!•I•. ~•-UM: •• ·~•·• ••• ·,.·, .·~-. : .: '· 
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3 •. WITHOur DISMISSING THE POSSJoILITY OF A SAIGON GOVERNMEw· 

DO~HNATEO BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT, OF' SOlITH VIETNAM CNLFSV). 

THE FRENCH GOVffi NMENT IS NOT A CT IVEl Y IN· FAVOR OF' SUCH A GOVE:rt NMENT, 

AND, IN FACT, IS NOT OPPOSED T.O RENEWING RELAT !'CNS WITH A SAIGON 

GOVER.NMENT IN. WHICH TH( NLF'SV IS NOi A PAR't IC I PANT. 
---- ---

.-· ··-
• Q ~-- •.. ··:4·= __ DISS~: HARRI~ OELfGATiet-!, STATE,CINCPAC, __ PACFL1:, AAPAC, PACJI.F -·· ...... . 
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C8NI IDl!NTIAL -· 

MJl. PUSIOENT: 

...... ,. MaJ 15, 1968 
10:05 a. m. 

Ta. ■IMNlcl kDDw we haft ncalftd tbe follewlq flaela meaea1• 
frem MAC V ,n41cdaa aaotMI' attack oa Sal.- toalpt: 

H,A m Corpe ■oal"ce •• ha• npona4 reliably la the paat 
■tate• tbat·tJaere an aow 3 battall-• Uld a forward commaacl 
pNt of nab-npoa 5 located at Blah PIIK.. T1lay will attack 
Salpa toalpL TbeJ will alao aop Vlala Lei brl ... taalpt. 
8-rce tartlaer atataa two epedal actloa aroapa fnm ■-­
rep-San alna4IJ la clty." 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 'l 7-3~G. 

W. W .lloatow 

By ~ , NARADates-1-'ti' 



Mr. Pnddeat: 

we ... actay. May 15, 1961 
9tl0a.m. 

Thia la aa waaolldted cornmeal 
from Joba Scall. 

w w.ao.iow 

cc: t a. ... Cui•daa 
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PARIS 19 14 1830 

WALT ROSTOW 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

BILL JORDEN IS DOING A SUPERB JOB IN KEEPING PRESS 

INFORMED REGARDS 

3 JOHN SCALI• 

2 

i 



ACTION 

Mr. Preeldeatz 

Herewlth a letwr CTa~ A) from RolMrt ·Partrlcl .. , Geaeral 
Maaaaer el the Natloaal .Rural Elecb-lc Cooperau.,. A••e­
clatloa, eDClo.r•la1 JOIU' Latia America.a AIJ•lcal Iatean• 
Uoa pro,..al, &Ad a ••u••ted replf (Tait B). 

V. w. Roatow 

Attachmaau 

Tal> A - Letter of April 30 from Jlol>ert D. Pa.rtricl1• 

Tab J3 • S.U••ted Preeld4mtlal replJ'. 
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00 FLORIDA-AVE., N.W. • WASHl:NGTON, 0.-C. 20009 • Area Code 202, 265-740( 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

A1>ril 30, 1968 

'

We applaud your remarks at the signing of the Organization of American 
States Treaty Amendment on April 23. We agree with you that much progress 
has been made in Latin America under the Alliance for Progress, but much 
more needs to be done. The pace of change is not fast enough. 

I In our opinion, if the pace of development in Latin America is to accelerate, 
then more attention must be given to rural areas. Here lies the food pro­
ducing base and the most undeveloped resource - the rural people. Many of 
them say they are 11the forgotten people". 

NRECA specialists have been in all of these countries during the past five 
years. They have found much potential for development, but the major ob­
stacle is the lack of electric power in rural areas. There is much evidence 
that rural electrification may be the most important key to unlock the total 
resources of the community, to motivate rural citizens. • 

·1We would urge that when a high-level task force is appointed to prepare a // 

I 
five-year plan to speed up the development in this hemisphere particular 
attention should be given to the electrification of rural areas. 

RDP:jmr 

Very respectfully yours, 

Robert D. Partridge 
General Ma~ger 

~)IV COST ELECTR.iC POVVER. FOR. R.~ AMEIU~A 



May 15, 1968 

Dear Mr. Partrlda•z 

waa, tbaak• for your eacoeraa1ag lotter of 
Aprll 30. 

1 am laappy to report that my •11i1••t1• tor 
an laMr•Am•rlcaa Ta■k J'orce 011 Phyalcal 
W.sratloll ha• l»e.-i ••11 reeelVM la La& 
Amerlca. I am bopefal tat lty the ead of uxt 
moath 1t will be • •ta~ll•hed. 

TMI mar N ■ur• tut bfclr .. elllctrlc project• 
and •lectrlf lcatloa of 1'111'&1 • r•• •ill be C:OT• 

end 1D the em4y. Oace the Ta•k Foroe l• 
operaUaa, 1t mtabt 1>e •eful fo~ lt• mem•r• 
to epeall with fftr •peclallet■. l wlll mau 
•are that lhl• po•alldllty lwoap& to their 
attemloD. 

Mr. llONrt D. Partrldp 
C.eaeral Manaaer 
National &11ral Electric 

Cooperative A■aociatloa 

2000 Florida Avenae, N. . 
Waeblastoa, D. C. 20009 

LBJ /WGBowdler:mm 



Wedaeaday, May 15, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: brritatioa to the Tblrtieth Aaal'YUArf Ceremoay of 
TbcNsand X.laad• Bricla• 

You ••• beea iavited ~ the Thou.aad X.1.aDd• Briq• Alltllority ta 
attead a c•r•moay on Jaly 11 com.memor&Uas tu 30th &Jllllyarary of th• 
Brid1•'• cledicatiea 1-y Preaiclem Roo■nelt aad Call&dian Prime Mhdater 
Mackenzie Klaa• (Ceaar•••maa Celler or~sfne1Jy exteaded thi• hwitatloa 
oa bebalf of the Brlda• Aatllority. ) 

1'11e •ettf..•1 aJMl the occa■to. wOllld pl"CWW• a 1ood fb•t opportaaitf 
for you to meet aad 11av• a pa-lYate talk witb w~•r will be elected Prime 
Mhd■ter of Cauda on Juae 25, aad to make a brief addr•••• The -.i■tt 
prollal.ly would take a Nll day. 

Former Prim• Mlabtu PM_raoa bad ap-eed to attead the ceramoay 
before ateppias clowa. Ta• Brld1• Amltortty say■ it u coafWeiat tae aew 
Cam1dlaa Prime Mial•t•r -- wllether Tnadea• or Staafield ... woald atteacl. 

TIier• b 011e ,-aalWa compllcatlea. U the clectloa b cloae, it may 
not 1" clear lty Jaly 11 wu will be tile new Pri~ Mbliater. Sh091d aeith•r 
partJ obtaill a majority la Ule electloa. tlle declai• mtalat be left to the 
~Uameat. wbich doe■ not reconvene aatil e&rlf' A .... t. 

U JOII apprcwe bl. prlaelpl• IOUII to the rededicatioa ceremoll.J, •• 
ca.Id 1et arOIIDd th• compllc:atioD ari•taa out of the Caaacliaa election. 
We wo.ld call the Bricl1• Aullortty aDCI tell tlaem: 

you are hlcllaed to accept their iaritatioa to jota the 
Caaadiaa Prime Mlaiater la the rededication ceremoay 
bat; 

you will wallt to await the outcome of the Caaacliaa 
elec:tloa aad appobltmeat of the Prime Mlaiater before 
formally accept-, an blritatloa. 

St.at• would iJaform the Canadiall GoYerament of our reply to the 
Briq• A.U.Uity. 

Secretary Ra•k ••pport. thh cour••• 

Appr"e la priMlpla, make 
teatativ• arr-emnt• ---Di.Apprcw• 

Call-.. ---

W. W. Roatow 



QIFO.llMA TlOtf 

WedM1141ar • Mar lJ, 1968 

Mr. Pl'e•ldeatz 

HerewWl UU&m SaDCler•• tbaak pa for 
the lllllOMOD aad 11ft '°" .... b1m au 
Dr. Mora laet week. 

. w. aoatew 

Attaehmeat 

Mar lS, 1968 le&Mr to Pre•ldut 
from Wllllam S.aclu• 



PAN AMERICAN UNION 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 

May 13, 1968 

Dear Mr. President: 

I deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness in 
including me in the luncheon and your remarks on 
the occasion or the fine tribute you paid to 
Dr. Jose A. Mora last Friday. Your very welcome 
gift or the photograph or yourself will occupy a 
privileged position 1n my home and will be an 
ever present reminder or your kindness. 

In your letter or September 6 or last year 
to the American members or the starr or the Pan 
American Union you said that 1n our work we are 
serving the best interests or our land, and there­
by advancing the well-being or our neighbors--and 
the purpose or all mankind. This is an inspiring 
statement or our role as international public 
servants. I am particularly grateful to you for 
expressing the same idea 1n the words you in­
scribed on your gift to me. 

The President or the 
United States or America 
Washington, D.c. _ 

= ◄ 

l 

J 

I I 
• ' 



.., CONFU).ENTIAL We~1day, May 15, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Propo1ed Me11a1e to President Park 

Pr•ddent Park h&■ per■onally in1trw:ted hil Mlni•ter 
of Finance to inve ■t $50 million of Korean reaerv•• in lonaer 
term United State ■ Trea1ury aecuritiea (Tab B). Your dl■cuaeion 
of the ■ubject in Honolulu wa• instrumental in elicitm1 thi• prmnpt 
re■ponae from the Republic of Korea. 

Amba■■ador Porter ha■ recommended that an appropriate 
expres ■ion of thank■ ~ conveyed to Prelident Park, and State 
ha■ au11e■ted a mo1■a1e from you (Tab A). 

71 
----

I recommend that you approve the message. f -eP ~ 
d -~~-~~~~ 
:zcJ}_:;,) 

Attachment■ 

Approve --------

Dbapprove -------

Call me --------
cc: Mr. Jorden 

AJ enkins :mm 

W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL,J , 7- ~~~ 

By u# , NARA Date ?-8 ~9 8 

CONi1.01GNTIAL 



COMflf)liNTIAL 

TO: Amembu•y SICOUL 

PleaH deliver the follo.ln1 m••••1• from the Pre■ident to 

Pre■icieat Park: 

Hoaorable Chlllll Hee Park 
Preaident 
ReJNblk of Korea 

Dear Pre ■ident Park: 

Amba■■ador Porte• •• jut ha.formed me of yO'llr per■oaal 

intervention in the ma«.r of lnve ■tln1 Korean re■erv•• in lon1er 

term United State• Treaaury ■ecurltie■. 

I very m11.ch appreciate your prompt r••pon••· Thi• 1■ an 

action which ••rv•• the lntereat of both our cOW1triea and one 

for which I am ¥ery 1rateful. 

With beat reprda, 

DECLAS IFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J ,1. 3 '53 

By ~ , NARA Date 7-8-~g 

Staeerely, 

Lyndon B. Johneon 

CONFID~'i'IA.b _, 



13b ---Department of State TELEGRAr:1-· 

ca,~r I 0!'.NT I Al: 

-
PAGE 01 SEOUL 07177 1402272 

as 
ACTION EA 15 

INFO CIAE 00,DODE 00,GPM 04,H 02,INR 07,L' 03,NSAE 00,NSC 101 P 041 

RSC 01,SP 02,ss 20,US1A 12,AID 28,E 15,COM 08,FRB 02,TRSY 081 

RSR 011/142. W 

P. J40l25Z MAY 68 
FM AMEMBASsv· SEOUL. . 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 634 

.c O :!i::: F J O E ~ T I It t SEOUL 717 7 

SUBJECT• NEUTRAL1ZING US SECURITY EXPENDITURES 

1~ HlNI3TER OF FINANCE ISUHI ASKED ME TO CONVEY FACT. THAT 
PRESIDENT PARK ARRIVED UNEXPECTEDLY AT MINISTRY OF ~INANCE TODAY, 
WHERE NEGOTIATIONS WITH BARNETT/CROSS GROUP HAD BEEN IN PROGRESS, 
AND INSTRUCiED MINISTER TO MEET US REQUESTS FOR INVF.STMENT Of 
KOREAN FX IN US TREASURY OBLIGATIONS ALONG LINES MENTIONED BY 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON AT HONOLULU• IN REPLY TO PRESIDENT PARK'S 
REQUEST FOR EXPLANATION OF TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF THIS MATTER, 
SUH SA ID H_E GA.VE H I S PRES I DENT SAME CON V I NC I NG PRESENT AT i ON • THATE FAR 
NETT HAD·PREV]OUSLY GIVEN ROK FINANClAL TEAM• _ 
I INQUIRED MEANING OF THIS IN TERMS OF' DOLLAR INVESTMENT, ·To 
WHICH FINANCE MINISTER REPLIED "FIFTY MILLION OVER AND ABOVE 
PRESENT ~OK HOLDINGS, ANO ALTHOUGH WE DON9 T SEE AN ADDITION_OF 
TWEN!Y~FlV£ ~!GHT NOW, WE WILL-FIND IT VERY SOONo PRESIDENT 
PARK WANTS JT•" 

2; PRESIDENT JOHNSONcS DISCUSSION OF SUBJECT AT HONOLULU ·jH~REFORE; 
REGISTERED WITH THE KOREAN P~ESIDENT• THE ROKS WILL COOpERAiE, 
AND! WOULD LIKE TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT PARK AN APPROPRiATE 
EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR HIS COOPE~ATION, BECAUSE ROK 
ATTITUDE WILL. HELP AARNETT/CROSS MISSION IN OTHER EA COUNTRIESo 
MAY I HAVE THIS ASAP? 

GP-3 PORTER 
ar 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 97-.33~ 

0,. cir , NARA Date 1-i•-'icz, 



DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12 58, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J 11-5,~ 

By u.V , NARA Date~ -s,18' 

~Y 
-0 . 

INFORMATiciN ~ 
SECRET /EXDtS Wedne•day, May 15, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Tal1dag Points for Bourgui'b&--Noon Today 

1. You would be interested ln his imprea■lons of the new 
Canadian Governmeat. {He is coming from Ottawa. ) 

2. You have heard good thing• from Vice President Humphrey 
and others about what he is dola1 for Twueia. You would be interested 
ln hearing him talk about his plans and problem.a. 

--U he mentions hb security problem. you may have to 
ezplaln our problen:i. with security assurances. Thie 
doean't mean we'd stay silent if Tunisia were attacked, but 
there are limits on what we could do. 

--If he mentions aid, you might explain how much Congre■ s 

cut last year but say we will do the best we c&n. (We ortpnally 
feared we would have to cut from $15 million laat year to 
$5 nulllon thla. But the recommendation now comiq to you 
is for $10 million.) In any case, our cute imply no loe ■ of 
interest in Tuniaia. 

3. You would welcome hi■ views on the Arab-Israeli altuation. 
You mipt aa sure him that you stand by your June 19 speech and the 
November 22 UN reaoluti011. We will do eYerythina we can to help. 
achieve a political settlement. But we don't feel we should try to ~•e 
one. We'd like to see its terms come from the parties themselves. 

4. You appreciate hla support on Vietmmi. You would like toi 
tell hb:n (what you can) about the military situation in South Vietnam\a,ad 
the t&llts in Paris. 

5. Most importa.m, you mi1ht reassure him. that we're not wa~ 
out of the Middle East or North Africa. You know we're betq a.ccu■ed . 
of this. But no one ■hould confuse our standing back to let Arabs and 
Israelis theinselves work out the terms of settlement with lack of 
determination to compete with the USSR to keep a strong po•ltlon in the 
area. 

W. W. Rostow 

SEC!t!!T / EXDIS -



lNJ'OJlMA TION 

Tl&u .... y • .... , 1'. 1968 • 7:15 pm 

Mr. PnaW.at: 

Thl• McCaflel'ty memoraadam -­
walcll I Nfllle•W •- • .. 1e•t• the time 
••laa ol laflltratl• ll'Ollp• ltetweea tile 
ZOth aad 19th ,uallele. 

Aa latere•Uas •· Inst aot deelaln -­
effect of tlw ltomhlaa ce•••tl-. 

W. W. llNtow 

TOPBCU~JHE 

WWRoatow:rlD 

,rr AS lFIED 
2 Ci8, Sec. 3.6 

JLttAC 00-~I) ... 
reb:i: 'ARA,Date.c..a.L,;~~ 



MEMORANDUM 

- THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAJHINOTOH 

.TQP SECRET/TRINE ~ 

Thursday, May 16, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW: 

In looking at the infiltration data, it occurred to me that 
in addition to the benefit of new airstrips to operate from, another 
advantage accrued to the North Vietnamese as a result of the bombing 
halt north of the 19th parallel is that-almost half of the lnfilfration 
~ay stations are located in this area. Thu·s-tlie infHt~aHs>~-group~-
get a free #de Jor a~ost half C?f__~~--~st~ce_~Q.l..th.eJJ;:.P.x-ick through 
_North Vietnam.._ ;This can be· seen from the ._attached m~p. 

There is not sufficient data in the intercept,material as yet 

~ 

to de~ermine the time advantage gained by this. You might be interested 
to·know that in March the time from l'4 to T10:·£or one unit was LO days; 
While ;n 1.?ril·one unit made it in_! days; another unit i:r~.-s-·days. ')n· .Mardf 
it took X~--~ays ·to-go from· TlO· to T~5. While in April it to~ne unit.l_, ?-aY!!" 
to go from, ~~l to_ ~~4 and ,l..2a¥~go from..JJ ~o~T.11. As I said these are 
inclusive but are suspicious. 

Q{. -
Art McCafierty 

_.--':r;OP SEC!tE'i'/TRHiE -



POSSISLE COMMO-LIAISON STATION NETWORK FOR INFiLTRATION GROUPS 
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SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE MATERIAL ON REVERSE OP PAGE 
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