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Thur ■day, June 27, 1968 
7:05 a. m. 

Mr. Pre■ ldent: 

Herewlth ■ome more unea■y nol•• • 
about North Korea. 

We continue to watch carefully. 

WWRoatow:rln 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 1-.,58 Sec. 3.6 

NLJ ~1 
By~, NAFA D:i 

W. w. Ro■tow 
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ACTION 

Thu.r•day - J.me Z7, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter from Pre•ldent Diaz Ordas 

Preaident Diaz Ordas sent you the letter at Tab A expres•ing 
condolence on the death of Senator Kennedy. 

You may wiah to •end a reply along the line• of Tab B. 

W. W. Ro•tow 

Attachments 

Tab A - Lotter to the Pre•ldent from Mexican Pre•ident 
Diaz Ordaz. 

Tab B - &111••t•d Pre•idential letter in reply. 
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(TIA■ SUTIOI) 

President of Mexico 

LS 10. 2762 
T3/R-XX 
Spanish 

National Palace, June 13, 1968 

My dear Mr. President and good friend: 

I am writing you just to let you know that I have _thought of you 

often during these last few days, aware of the great concern and sorrow 

you have been experiencing. 

'l'he recent events, which shocked the world, must have been 

particularly distressing to you and a matter of great anxiety to your 

country. Believe me, Mr. President, I understand this very well. 

I am certain that the people of the United States can weather these 

difficult times and move forward, drawing upon their traditional values 

and the democratic practices that have given them strength and vigor 

as a·nation. 

I wish you all the required moral courage, as well as personal 

happiness and good health. 

His Excellency 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 

President of the 

[Signed] 

United States of America, 
White House. 

Cordially yours, 

Gustavo D!az Ordaz 



Jmae 21, 1968 

Dear Mr. President: 

l deeply pprecdate youl' thoughtfulaeea in writing 
of ,-r csoncern over the rec nt, traalc event 
whlc:b have taken place la till• country. Your 
fl'1endahlp and r•a• suranc that you share my 
confidence in the ability el the Anwdcan people 
to rt•• bove thes difficult tlme& tea achleve a 
bettor society and a better nation means a gweat 
deal to me. 

The people of M xico ban alao known adveratty • 
and have risen above lt to create a modern nation. 
Botta our cowitri•• ooafront dUficult problems. 
But wltb the upport and eomprehenelen of our 
friends, ancl the courage which come• ll'om faith 
ta the prlncdples of individual liberty aad justice 
for all the world•• people, we •ha.11 yet have a 
bett r world for our children and grandchildren. 

With warm per onal regards. 

Hi■ Excellency 
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz 
President of~ United Mexican Staten 
Mexico, D. -, . 

LBJ /WGBowdler:mm 



§[£52; Thuraday, June 27, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Military Ald Determination for Tunisia 

The attached determination would permit us to go ahead in 
FY 1968 with the second slice ($2.. 7 million) of our 5-year program 
for Tunisia. It's a routine determination euch as tho■e you've ■lgned 
ln pa■t year■ for Tuni■ia--not one of the new Come-Long determination■• 

Charlie Zwick'• memo {attached) outline■ ih content■. 

You will recall President Bourguiba'e underata.Dding of our 
■hortage of fund• but his hope that we would help a■ much as pos ■ible. 

Three years ago, we laid out a $25 million program over five years 
de■igned to do no more than enable the Tunisian• to hold off the 
Algeriana for 2-3 days until help could arrive. We had to tell them 
frankly that they couldn't handle more than that now. After Congresaional 
cut■, we've bad to cut even that minimum program in half. 

The equipment involved is mainly defen■ive--anti-aircraft, 

vehicle■, ammo, apares. 

We would like to get this out today if you approve in order to get 
these item■ on Defense's year-end procurement list. 

Attached determination for your ■lgnatllre lf you approve. Thi• 
program baa been approved in the Senior Interdepartmental Group and 
l• recommended by Nick Katzenbach with Defense and Budget Bureau 
concurrence. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

W. W. Roatow 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines 
By-f' . NARA, Date 7·3~of 

• :.l!!OICZ 1 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

1JUN 2 6 

MIMOIAlll>tl( rot TBB PUSIDDT 

Subject: Detenlnatiom ltelattng to Kllttar, .Aa•l■taac• to 
Tuat■ta, ff 1968 

]J c­
:::,....---

Under Secretary btanltacb recG11Mad• that you •t111 th• attached docaae11t 
to pentt ■tlltary u•t•tace to Tant■ia la rt 1968. !ht• documnt •ke• 
••••nttally three detenalaatlou1 

• that lt l• blportant to u. s. ■ecnarlty to pro.id• araat 
Mtertal nan tboup Tunlela ha• not asreed, a• retaulrecl la tbe 
~orelp A••l•taaca Act, to return the .. terial when it ta no 
loaa•r tlffdecl, 

• that Tunl■ ta would u•• the Mtertal for tbe defea■ln •trength 
of tbe frff world, aad 

• that Tuni■ ta •Y u■e the Mtertal for lta uttoul defeue •• 
vell •• for taternal ■ecurtty and clYlc actloa purpo•••• 

'l'bea• deteralutiou are d11Uar to one• you have •d• ln the pa■t for 
Tuntata. 

The Tunl•la• ■illtar, a■■t•taac• proar- for 1968 total■ $2.7 ■llllon 8lld 
t• th• aecmad tutallMat of a ftft year proar• 1'1ltcb will total up to 
$26 ■tllton. 'l'h• aHt•taaee vtll laelp Tuntata to d•••lop a capability to 
bold off an aaraHor until tnterutioul action could be effected. They 
are ••king other countrl•• to prcwlde •••i■tance al■o, •• w ha•• 
•uaa••ted. 

Baaed on State/AID rnln, 1111 Gaud anh•• that •anctlou ander the 
Collt•/Lolla and S,-1 .. ton ... nc1aenu are not a,pU.ca~l• to Tulltata. All 
••lyat■ of Tunt■ta•• defn•• aspeadltur•• •• prcwtud you ta Mr. Gaud'• 
M110rand1a of May 14 on th• $10 ■Ulton econoalc dnelopaent loan. 

I recGIIMDd you apprOYe the detenlnatiou a■ r-.ueated by the State and 
Defeue Departaenta. 

Attaclaent■ 

DECLASSIFIED 

(signed) Charles J. Zrto~ 
Cb. ·.s J. Zwick 

.t, __ ntor 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 . . 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State De~- Owdehnes 
By ~ , NARA, Date._--r.!,.J· ~..-...;..O.a..-

7/ 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washlncton, D.C. 20520 

June 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Military Assistance for Tunisia 

We propose a small program of up to $2.7 
million for Tunisia in FY 1968 consisting of 
anti-aircraft artillery, ipare parts, y~hicles, 
ammunition, training and other miscellaneous 
equipment. We recommend that you make certain 
determinations, including one similar to that 
approving the FY 1967 program for Tunisia, to 
allow the current year's pr~gram to go forward. 

Meri ts of U. S. Military Gr ant Pr·ogram in 
Tunisia 

. President Bourguiba and Foreign Minister Bour­
guiba, Jr., _who came on a State Visit to Washington 
last month, have frequently stressed to us the· need 
for a minimum Tunisian defense capability, i.e., one 
that would provide for holding off an aggressor for 
a short time until international action could be 
brought to bear to stop the aggression. They are 
particularly concerned with the threat from neigh­
boring Algeria which has received over $200 million 
in military assistance from the Soviet Union. We 
are sympathetic to Tunisia's needs but have also 
suggested that Tunisia seek to acquire military 
supplies from other Free World sources as well. In 
confidential conversations and public statements 
during his State Visit President Bourguiba expressed 
appreciation for past u.s. assistance to Tunisia 

·and hope that it would continue . 

DECLASSIFIPD 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

State Dept. Guidelines 
By-M--' NARA, Dnte 7,3--1) \ 
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Our current proposed program of up to $2.7 
million would be a follow-on to the FY 1967 Tunisian 
program of $5.2 million. Both are based on a 1965 
review by a U.S. Military Survey Team· which recom­
mended a five year program of $26 million composed 
of training and a small materiel supply, chiefly 
of air-ground support, air defense and anti-tank 
equipment. We have not committed ourselves to 
assist Tunisia over that entire period of time. 

The Senior Interdepartmental Group (SIG) in 
February had a comprehensive review of policy in 
North Africa and endorsed this program. 

Significance of Tunisia for U.S. Interests 

The u. s. has broad interests in Tunisia in 
view of that nation's political orientation, and 
geographic location. These interests include: 

-- Tunisia's moderate and constructive role 
in African and regional councils. 

-- Tunisia's pro-western attitude which has 
been expressed in strong moral support for our 
efforts in Viet Nam and in attempts to moderate 
the viewpoint of other Arab states involved in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

-- Tunisia's location with respect to the 
Mediterranean Sea and on NATO's southern flank. 

Required Determinations 

In order to proceed with the grant military 
assistance program, we need the following Presi­
dential Determinations. We have examined this 
program for Conte-Long and Symington implications 
and have concluded that they would not apply. 

Currently available intelligence does not 
indicate that Tunisia h~s purchased sophisticated 
weapons systems requiring the withholding of assist­
ance under the Conte-Long Amendment. 

r §fQFD< 



With respect to the Symington Amendment 
Tunisia is not diverting economic assistance to 
military expenditures or diverting its own re­
sources to unnecessary military outlays in such 
measure as to materially affect its development. 

- Section 614(a) waiver: A 1957 confidential 
military assistance agreement and a 28 November 
1967 agreement meet, in part, the requirements of 
the Foreign Assistance Act relating to the provision 
of grant assistance. These agreements do not, how­
ever, give us the right (required by Section 505(a) 
(4)) to require return or approve disposal of equip-

ment, no longer needed. It is not considered prac­
ticable at this time to seek Tunisian compliance 
with this requirement. Section 614(a) of the act 
permits you to waive this condition if you deter­
mine that furnishing this assistance is important 
to u.s. security. 

- Section 505 (b) (2) Determination: All but· 
one of the requirements of Section 505(b) were 
satisfied by Presidential Determination 62-20 
dated 22 May 1962, but a determination that Tunisia 
would utilize the granted defense articles for the 
defensive strength of the free world (required by 
Section 505(b) (2) (second part)) has not yet been 
made. In April 1967 Foreign Minister Bourguiba, 
Jr. made a formal statement to our Ambassador that 
·"Tunlsia is prepared to utilize the arms for the 
defensive strength of the free world and collective 
security actions of the United Nations." It is 
therefore now considered appropriate for you to 
make the necessary determination. (This deter­
mination is only required when a program will 
exceed $3 million, and, while th~ FY 68 program 
is less than that amount, it may be exceeded in 
~uture years.) 

- Section 508 Determination: This section 
restricts military assistance in Africa to inter­
nal security and civic action purposes, unless you 
determine otherwise. We recommend that you exer­
cise your discretionary authority to authorize 
military grants and sales to Tunisia for national 
defense purposes. This determination would re-
main in effect for future years. ~--
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you authorize continuation of grant 
military assistance to Tunisia (up to $2.7 million 
in FY 68) and sign the Presidential Determination 
at Tab A with respect to the provisions of Sections 

_S0S(a) (~), S0S(b) (2) and 508 of the Foreign Assist­
ance Act. 

Approve Disapprove 

The Department of Defense concurs in this 
memorandum. 



§72.ff!:l' 

THE WHITE HOUSE , 

WASHINGTON 

Presidential Determination 
No. 68-

MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

Subjec~: Determinations and Authorization 
Permitting Military Assistance 
to the Government of TUpisia 

In accordance with the recommendation in your 
memorandum of June 21, 1968, I hereby: 

(1) determine, pursuant to Section 508 of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (here­
after referred to as "the Act"), that henceforth 
defense articles and defense services may be fur­
nished to the Government of TUnisia on a grant or 
sales basis for other than internal security or 
civic action requirements,· 

(2) determine, pursuant to Section SOS(b) (2) 
(second requirement) of the Act that defense arti:­
cles granted to Tunisia will be utiiized by that 
country for the maintenance of the defensive 
strength of the Free World, 

(3) determine, pursuant to section 614(a) of 
the Act, that authorization in Fiscal Year 1968 of 
the use of up to $2.7 million of funds available for 
military assistance under the Act for the purpose 
of providing defense articles to the Government of 
TUnisia, without regard to the requirements of para­
graph (4) of Section SOS(a) of .the Act is important 
to the security of the United States, and 

DECLASSIFIED SD lr:M' 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
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(4) authorize, pursuant to Section 614(a) of 
the Act, the use of such funds for defense articles 
without regard to the requirements of paragraph (4) 
of Section SOS(a) of the Act. 

You are requested, on my behalf, to give prompt 
notice of the actions under paragraphs 1, 3 and 4, 
pursuant to Sections 508 and 634(d) of the Act, to 
the·Committee on Foreign Relations and the committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate and to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. 
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Tburaday. June 27, 1968 J.V 

~~r 
.vC::MO.R.:\NDU~l FOR THE PRZSIDENT 

SUBJECT: FY 1969 Underiround Test Progra.m 

Tile .>\ZC !la.1 :aut>mitted !or 1our .J.i)proval t~e AEC/ .COD Undc:rirountl 
Nuclear Tost .?rogr:im £or FY 1969 (30;-, LINE). The Review Committee 
on Underground Nucle.ir Teats ~• reviewed the ?rogra:n .ind recor:,:nends 
~t you :li)prove the whole te:1t ;,rogr:ir.i in ~dnc:i~lc with the undersbndin~ 
that certain te•ts ~ subtnitted !or your sreciiic approv.il before execution. 
and the ilrat ~uarter ;rogra:: ior actual execution. 

No ~1oa.jor or U11usual problerna bave come to the a.Ueaticm 0£ the Revi~· 
Co,:unitte• iJl coanecticm with this propo■ed FY 1969 ?rogram or. core 
s;>ecUlcally. with the flr•t quarter proposal. Forty-flye test■ out o£ a 
total 0£ 57 are !or weai)On developmeat. T~e rernaiai,i1 l2 include 6 tests 
of ?eaceiul applicatioaa 0£ muclear energy and 6 wea90n effects test• 
3?()Daored ~ the Oepartr.lent of De.!enae. 

The size <2£ the ~ropoaed }rognr.1 is canaistent •Nit:i the level of our 
teatine in c1reviows 1ears and i■ !ully funded in the Ai:C and DoO FY 1969 
QUci5ets. Our rate of te~ting continues to be ireatly in exce11s of t!ie Soviet 
r:1te. In FY 196 7 we teated 3a times as compa:-ed with 15 !or the Soviets; 
i:i :rt ~9td we :ave tested -la ti:nes in c011t:-1~t wit!l 15 to date ior the Soviet3. 

T!le .aOWLlNE progra.:n includes one lar;ie e."'Cca .. ,ation test ( Project 
SCHOONE3.) -a;bict:. is :1c:lleduled to take ?lace in the .,econd quarter, :>rob.lol, 
lat• in Novecber. T~e 3.eview CoD'lmittee recorr.menda that ~is test be 
a.p?roved seµa.ntely, and the A.EC will s1iomit a detailed description anci 
request for approval well in advance of the sc!ieduled ,iate. 

The Review Co:r--:ittee also recom.T.end• that any lar~e-yield test 
that auihc c.iuac domestic ;,roi>le:na be suo::utted for your final aoprowl 
:,Oiore execution. 

You will recall that test was 
op!_losed ".l'f ~e war ughea org.illization. T!ie results 0£ thi:s test 
3.ppear to ?rove tb:lt their fears were groundless. 

65Gal:i'I" RiiiiTiUCT&.0 ~ ~ SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ 01- 3 ,. 
By¼ NARA. Datc~1 



Sii GRE'P .aiiS'i'RlG'fED £>A 'FA - z -

The AEC propoaes to conduct certain teat• away from the Nevada 
Teet Site. One of these teat• l• for the purpose of calibrating the Supple­
mental Test Site on Amchitka laland. The other two or three test• will 
be experiments in developing peaceful applications of nuclear energy in 
cooperation with private industry. In view of the .special i?roblems that 
inevitably come up in connection with the conduct of nuclear explosions 
away from the Nevada teat site, the AEC Review Committee recommenda 
that these oifsite tests also be aubmitted !or specific Presidential approval 
well in auvance o! the scheduled date. 

I concur in the recommendation of the Review Committee that you 
a?prove this annual ?ro.;ram in ?rinciple and the apeci!ic first qua.rter 
authorization subject to the understanding that the above special teats 
will be submitted !or individual a?proval. U you approve, I will sign 
the attached memorandum !or the Chairman 0£ the Atomic Energy Com­
miaaion. 

W. W. Rostow 

Approve ------
.i)bapprove ----
See mo ------

WWR:CEJ:SK:lw 

cc: Mr. Keeny 

i.i:CRET RES'i'RlC'fED :£h'\TA 



S.GRE':F RESTIUCT:E:B Dh~-A-

MEMORANDUM FOR: Tile Chairman, 
U.S. Atomic Energy Commis:don 

SUBJECT: FY 1969 Unaerground Test ?ro~ram 

Reterence la 1nade to the request contained in your 
letter to the President of J'.llle 11, 196a on b•half oi the Atomic 
Energy Commisalon and the Department of Oefenae for approval 
in principle of the Und•raround Nuclear TeatiDa Proaram pro­
po••d for FY 1969 (BOWLINE) and •peciftc approval of the 
op•rations planned for the flr■t quarter (BOWLINE I). 

The FY 1969 te•t program aa propo••d in your letter 
is approved in principle with the understanding that specWc 
Presidential approval must be obtained for all nuclear excava­
tion experiments, for all tests to be conducted outside the 
National Test Site, and for all teats with yield■ oi one megaton 
or more. 

The ?roposed test program ior the first quarter of 
FY 1969 (oOVi LINE 1) consi•ting of 15 AEC weapon development 
te11ta, one AEC te■t for peaceful ai)pllcation, and two DoD 
weapon eilects _teats la approved. 

WWR:CEJ:SK:lw 
6/27/63 

cc: Mr. Keeny 

W. W. Roatow 

'DEGRE 1 - ... tESTit?C IXD '.Oit'¼'A-



ACTION 

~Ol'i'.E IDEN1'IAL --. Thuraday - June 27, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Education Sector Loan for the Dominican Republic 

Under the new commibnenta procedure, Bill Gaud ask• your ap­
proval of a $12 million education aector loan for the Dominican 
.Republic (Tab A). It has been staffed out with BOB and Trea•ury 
and baa Charlie Zwick nd Secretary Fowler'• concurrence (Tab B). 

This la one of the beat loan• we have put together for the DR beca11ae 
it gets at a fundamental atructural weakne•• of Dominican aociety -­
an extremely poor educatioi:aal •y•tem. particularly at the secondary 
achool leTel. The loan la baaed on a well-conceived plan which in­
tearatea conatruction and equipment with teacher train.lni, curriculum 
change and adminlatrative hnprovementa. mclucling reor1a11bation 
of the Education Ministry. More than half of the money will go for 
developmant of compreheDalve high achoola. 

T.he loan call• for a sub•tanttal aelf-belp effort, mostly in the form 
of increased revenue for better teacher pay. There i• certain riak 
in the Dominicaiu not being able to carry out a program ol the mag­
nitude conteznplated. But thh la one case where we need to mix 
mo11ey with faith. • 

No SJJDlnaton or Conte-Lema problem• arhe with thi• loan. 

I recommend appro.al. 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Call me . -
Attachment. - Tab• A and B. 

W. W. Roatow 

OE"lAr. lf-!J:;O 
White House Guidalin , F . 
By..A~ 'NAAA, Oot.U..H!!~---



OFFICE OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

ccmaa112P!J 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20S23 

JUN· 1 8 \968 

MEMORANroM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: wan to the Government of the Dominican Republic 
for the Education Sector 

I recanmend that you approve the authorization of a loan to the 
Government of the Dominican Republic in an amount not to exceed 
$12,000,000 for educational development purposes, a loan 'Which· 
Ambassador Crimmins describes as "the most significant single 
development effort we have ever proposed here". 

Purpose of the wan. 

The purpose of the loan is to accelerate the basic reform of the 
Domin1can educational.-- system;- providing. the· Balaguer· admini sti.-~tion 
witn wliat mey ·become its· 1.eadingaccompiishment inpopuia.r-refom. 
.Azii,assador· Crimmins nas ·1fo"t"ed-tffa.~· "one-nee-cf not' rabor-in- I1oriifu1can 
Republic very long to appreciate the pervasive crippling effect on 

• the country of its 'Wholly inadequate educational structure. It is 
a very rare problem we confront that does not have its roots in 
ignorance or ineptness", including the "problems of political under­
development 'Which have plagued the Dominican Republic throughout its 
history". He is confident that the objectives and programs of the 
loan are realistic and manageable, and adds that their realization 
is a sine qua non of Dominican modernization, He believes that the 
proposal 11can resi.µ.t, in a surprising~ short period of time, in an 
educational revolution in the Dominican Republic". 

• Main Elements of the wan. 

A. Secondary education is the point of greatest leverage for 
reforming Dominican education at all levels. Without good high 
schools, there can be neither qualified entrants to the 
universities·nor decent teachers for the elementary schools. 
The loan will shift the entire philosophy and practice of 
secondary education to a system of comprehensive high schools. 
In addition to academic disciplines, career skills and trades 
will be taught so that those students who do not proceed to a 
university may graduate from high school trained for a job. The 
existing pilot projects have proved that the comprehensive high 
school is so responsive to the needs of the Dominican situation 
that a great percentage.of the young Dominicans who now quit 

DOCLASStPuD 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
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school Ill8¥ be expected to complete their high school education. 
These pilot projects have also shown the comprehensive high 
school to be a more powerful instrument of social mobility than 
any other Dominican ·institution. 

B. The loan will also address the reform of elementary education in 
order that more and better-prepared students will reach the high 
schools. Elementary feeder schools will be built within the 
orbit of the comprehensive high schools, and curricula and 
promotion systems will be revised to allow more pupils to advance 
to each successive grade. 

C. Provision is also made for upgrading higher education, as the 
quality of the universities necessarily affects the calibre of 
the Dominican leaders they produce. 

D. A major effort will be devoted to the problem of quality and 
number of Dominican teachers at each educational level. 
Education courses will be offered in the comprehensive high 
schools to supply teachers for the elementary level. An 
education faculty will be set up in one of the universities to 
train teachers for the high schools. In-service training and 
summer courses will be introduced for teachers at all levels. 

E. For Dominicans past school age, training will be offered to . 
{1) the civilian work force, {2) the armed forces, and {3) other 
government employees. 

F. To ensure that these reforms will continue, the loan will finance 
an administrative reorganization of the Secretariat of Ed~cation . . 

G. Technical assistance to these programs will be provided both by 
A.I.D. staff and through contracts with U.S. universities. 
Promising educational leaders and teachers will be sent to the 
United States for training. The loan will finance construction 
of educational facilities including libraries, and it will make 
available textbooks and teaching materials. 

Experience to date. 

The work of the A.I.D. Mission for the past two and a half years has 
given a basis for the Mission's confidence that the objectives and 
programs are realistic. A significant portion of the technical 
assistance to be funded under the loan is already being provided on a 
grant basis. School construction programs exceeding $1 million in 
size have been implemented by the Mission in 1966 and 1967 using pesos 
generated by previous loans. 

?Sltl Zill 



OHi &Llif ffiL 

-3-

Furthermore the changes which have already been made in Dominican 
education have the support of both the government and local 
community groups. Pilot projects introducing fundamental reforms 
in secondary education have received enthusiastic support from 
teachers, parents, community members, and from the students 
themselves. Regional development associations have urged the 
Secretariat of Education to permit them to adopt the plan for 
their regions. A program conducted by Peace Corps Volunteers 
for rural primary teachers has attracted 700 primary teachers to 
surn.'ller courses and weekly seminars during the school year. 

Breakdown of project costs, including Dominican contribution. 

The $12,000,000 loan will finance only a portion of the total 
education reform program, namely technical assistance, participant 
training, construction, and the purchase of teaching materials and 
equipment. ·The Dominican Government will provide during the years 
1968, 1969 and 1970, approximately $15 million of new funds to the 
Secretariat of Education over and above the 1967 budget level. 
These new Dominican Government resources will finance the increased 
teachers salaries to be established as a condition of the loan. 
They will also finance improved maintenance services, increased 
allocations to semi-autonomous schools at the secondary level, and 
the purchase of materials, supplies and equipment. 

Local currency financing. 

About $4,000,000 of this loan will be for local currency costs. This 
is needed to avoid unrealistic demands on the Dominican budget and to 
pranote full governmental acceptance of this basic educational reform. 
Assuming an even disbursement over three years, $1.3 million of 
balance of payments support would be provided per year. This level 
will not affect our balance of p~ents strategy. Disbursements for 
local costs will be by Special Letters of Credit used only to finance 
U.S. goods and services. A condition precedent to the signing of the 
loan will be the adoption of an agreed list of eligible commodities, 
with appropriate incentives for use of the Special Letters of Credit. 
It is likely that this procedure will provide substantial 
additionality to U.S. exports. 

Interest and terms of repayment. 

The Dominican Government will repay the loan to A.I.D. in United States 
dollars within forty years including a grace period of ten years. The 
interest rate will be 2i during the grace period and~ thereafter. 

CQNRW?ITI PT 
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Conte-Long .Amendment. 

The Dominican Republic has not purchased sophisticated weapons systems 
requiring the withholding of assistance under section 119 (Conte-Long 
.Amendment) of the Foreign Assistance and Related Agencies.Appropriation 
Act, 1968. 

Symington .Amendment. 

State/A.I.D. in consultation with the intera.gency advisory committee 
concerned with the implementation of Section 620(s) (the Symington 
Amendment), of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, has 
determined (a) that the Dominican Republic's resources are not being 
diverted to unnecessary military expenditures to a degree which 
materially interferes with its development, and (b) that neither U.S. 
development assistance nor PL-48o sales are diverted by the Dominican 
Republic to military purposes. Among the principal factors in this 
determination are the following: 

1. Defense expenditures as a percent of GNP for 1966-67 were 3.2~, 
slightly above the median for the region, and ~he trend of this 
defense share has been do'Wilward, from 3.9i in 1965 to 2.~ in 1967; 

2. Defense expenditures as a percent of central government eX,Penditures 
for 1966-67 were 16.oi, above the regional median of 10.2~, but the 
trend has been do'Wilward, from 18.oi in 1965 to 15.oi in 1967; 

3. No foreign exchange has been spen~_for defense since befor~ 1963; 
I 

4. The Country Team has reported that there is no evidence of U.S. 
development assistance (or PL-48o sales) being diverted to military 
expenditures. • 

Note. 

Ambassador Crimmins originally proposed a loan totaling $17,642,000. 
However, we have concluded that the level should be reduced for the 
following reasons: (1) While the program is soundly conceived and planned 
from a technical standpoint, we were concerned that the Dominicans might 
not be capable administratively of implementing such a large program. 
(2) Although the basic reform objectives justify the acceptance of risks, 
the original proposal might have placed too heavy a burden on the . 
Dominican budget. (3) Finally, we have reduced the local currency . 
element of the loan from $6,450,000 to about $4,000,000. The $12,000,000 
level will launch significant reforms. If the program proceeds 
satisfactorily, we will in future recommend an increase to the loan. 

u~r:c ·; 
William S. Gaud -~ 

?WWTIAJ:· 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: $12 million Education Sector Loan for the Dominican Republic 

Bill Gaud requests your approval to authorize a $12 million Education 
Sector Loan for the Dominican Republic. 

This loan will assist the Dominican Government to carry out a fundamental 
reform of its educational system. The reform program supported by this 
loan will seek to 

- triple the number of high school graduates. and double 
the number of college graduates by 1972 

- improve the quality of education at all levels 

- develop the types of skills required for the nation's 
political and economic development. 

The loan is based on a well-conceived plan which integrates construction 
and equipment of schools with teacher training, curriculum revision, and 
administrative improvements. The major portion of the loan ($6.6 million) 
will support the development of comprehensive high schools. 

The administrative and financial ability of the Dominican Government to 
carry out a program of this magnitude and complexity is uncertain. How­
ever, Gaud and Covey Oliver believe the importance of the objectives 
justify the risks. Gaud notes that the loan was reduced $5 million below 
the-original request to make the program more consistent with Dominican 
capabilities. The problem of administrative capability is somewhat off­
set by the provision of $3 million fo technical assistance and training. 
Moreover, President Bala uer must a r to increase bud et allocations 
for education by $15 million over the ext three years, mostly for 
teacher salary increases, before the 1 n will be signed. Disbursements 
will be conditioned u on satisfactor on specific self-help 
actions. 

The loan will provide about $1.3 million of balance of payments support 
to the Dominican Republic in each of the next three years. This small 
amount is consistent with the strategy you approved in January, when you 
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authorized negotiation of the $30 million Supporting Assistance/P. L. 
480 package, to provide only a minimal level of balance of payments 
support needed to avoid a crisis. 

• ta H ~ ·.' Balance of Payments - Secretary Fowler agrees that the new procedures~-·· __ _ 
to be followed in connection with this loan will minimize its impact 
on the balance of payments. 

Military Expenditures - Gaud reports that State/AID has determined 
that sanctions under the Conte-Long and S}'Dlington Amendments are not 
applicable to the Dominican Republic. 

Recommendation - I recoamend approval of Gaud1s request to authorize 
this loan. 

Attachment 

Approve 

Disapprove 

~It' 
'-- J>irootor 



TJau-edaJ • laae 27, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

SUB.Ji:CTz Mlcara,-z ltaral ElectrillcaUOD Loua 

Herewltb a requat from Bill Ciaad that JOII aa&borb• a $1 0. 2 mlllloA 
loaa to Nlcarapa to llaaac• tbree l'llr&l electric coeperatlTea. It 
Jlae the fell eadoraemeat of c....,. Oll•er &Dd Claarlle Zwick. aad 
a.cntar,. Fowler'• approwl 011 tu 'balaac• al pa.meat• aapect•. 

The project• to N flaaacecl are part of Nlcan.pa • • compreMllam 
pJaa to modendse a.ad cllftralfr •1rtc.ltu-e. lt 1• a •OIIDCI project 
aacl la fallr la line wltll tu Pwa&a del Eate prlorltlea. 

There are ao Sfm'apoa or Collte-Loaa pr.w.m. witJa Nlcanpa. 

l rwornmeB.d JOG appro.e Wa loala • 

Apprcwe 

Duappre.e 

Call me 

Attaclnneata 

-· 

• • Roatow 

Cialld reqaeat for appronl to alllborlse loa.a C.J ... 19 memo to 
Prealcleat) • aad Zwick recommeadatloa C.Jw 22 to Prealdat) 
for apprenl. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 20503 

MEMORANWM. FOR THE PRmIDENT 

Subject: Nicaragua Rural Electrification Loan 

Bill Ge.ud requests your approval to authorize a $10.2 million loan to 
ENALUF, a Nicaraguan public utility company, to assist in financing the 
organization and construction of three rural electric cooperatives. 

~s loan will assist Nicaraguan co-ops to bring electricity to 20 percent 
of the rural population by 1980. The development of these cooperati vcs will 
have a significant grass-roots impact. In addition to residential use, the 
project will provide low cost power for increasing industrial and agricul­
tural production. 

~e Government of Nicaragua assigns high priority to this project as an 
integral part or their canprehensive plan to modernize and diversify the 
agricultural sector. Other elements or the plan include regional grain 
storage centers, agricultural. credit, land titling, and rural. heal.th 
:facilities. 

~is project is the result of the successful pilot rural electric cooper­
ative financed by an AID loan in 1964. The loan provides for the necessary 
technical. assistance and requires that satisfactory rate schedules be es­
tablished to insure adequate revenues to operate and maintain the project . 

. !lhe Government of Nicara will finance the entire local costs of the 
project estimated at 5.7 million. 

Balance of Payments. Funds provided under this loan will be used for pur- , · · 
chase or goods and services in the United States. Secretary Fowler agrees X f i ... ~1 i:: 
that tying procedures under this loan will minimize its impact on the U. s. 
balance of payments. 

Symington and Conte-Long Amendments. Gaud advises that no action under 
these amendments is necessary with regard to Nicaragua. 

Recommendation. 
this loan. 

I recoo:mend that you approve Gaud's request to authorize 

Attachment 
~✓r 

Charles :r. Zwick-
Approve -----

. S>irector • 

Disapprove ----



OFFICE OF 
THE ADMINISTRATOR 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON 

JUN 1 9 1968 

J.mriORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Loan tor Rural. Electric Cooperatives in Nicaragua 

On the recommendation or Ambassador Crockett and Deputy U.S. Coordinator 
Fowler, I am requesting your approval to authorize a loan of $10.2 million 
to the National Light and Power Company or Nicaragua (ENALUF), a public 
electric utility company owned entirely by the Government of Nicaragua (GON), 
to assist in financing the organization ot three rural electric cooperatives 
and the construction or transmission and distribution facilities for these 
cooperatives. $9. 771 million ot this loan v.t..1-l be tolLll_.S. materials ap~ 
!_q~i&ent. The...2".~!~~~L~A .P.~. ~9:r; _q •. $~ ... i~i;;lm!£~.-~~~~~~g±!!_~~!_ina serviceo 
an :r.--Erafning. ·--- .... _, ···---
--·---._,.,. _, __ ... _,..., ... c,• 

Nicaragua is basically an agricultural country. ·Approximately 6o percent of 
its population is rural and 30 percent of its gross domestic product was 
directly attributable to agriculture. 

The Governm~nt ot Nicaragua, with ~h~-~!1~.J.°-~_Q_{.M~q~_Q • .$ .. _Q9ye.~pt_,_bas 
embarkecl on 8:11-~~£:ioU;_s ~~:~gi~~~~:!~~~gr:;l~]µ~_u,.-,µ_ ~x~P._E~;1R~"7 ~~~ ~i ver­
sffrcnron-pr6gram. '"'l'lie-program nas a two fold objective: (a) to diversify 
and increase-the-efficiency of the modern commercial farm sector; and (b) to 
increase the productivity and better the life of the traditional farmers 
composing the great bulk of the rural population. Thus stress is being 
placed on giving titles to landless "campesinos", expanding rural credit, 
constructing grain drying and storage facilities, constructing farm to 
market roads, extending health facilities to rural areas, modifying and 
expanding the·educational system to more adequately.meet agricultural 
needs, and, through this project, on bringing electricity to rural Nicaragua. 

The three private cooperatives to be financed should reach approximately 
263,000 rural inhabitants by their tenth year ot operation or 20 percent 
ot the projected 4,000 sq. miles or 17 percent of the Pacific and Central 
areas of the country (these areas have 95 percent ~f the total population). 
In addition to residentiai use of electricity, the project should annually 
provide approximately 21.7 million KWH of power to some 470 industries and 
small commercial establishments (primarily agricultural processing and farm 
product distribution) and by the tenth year approximately 33.1 million K"wH 
or energy to some 213 fanuers for irrigation. Besides providing inexpensive 
electricity, the cooperatives should serve as c~nters of other activities 
and developnent programs and help to stimulate grass-roots democratic actionG 
of its members. 
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The proposed project is a result or the successful. experience of the 
pilot .. rural electric cooperative financed by an A.I.D. loan signed by 
you in May, 1964. The project was developed on the basis ot a detailed 
feasibility study prepared by ENALUF vith the assistance or the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (N.R.E.c.A.) and v1ll institu­
tionalize the rural electric cooperative efforts in Nicaragua. 

The Government or Nicaragua has assigned highest priority to this pro-· 
Ject; it vill contribute all local costs or _the project, estimated at 
$5,740,000 or 36 per cent or the total cost or the project; the GON 
will also guarantee the A.I.D. loan. 

We are taking special care to assure that ENALUF will have the man­
agerial, technical, and financial capability to successfully imple­
ment the project. The A.I.D. loon includes $220,000 for tech.'lical 
assistance to develop the borrover's institutional capabilities in 
rural electrification and t.o specifically develop the three cooper­
atives. In addition $40,000 vill be provided tor sbort-tenn training 
or ENALUF and cooperative personnel in rural electrification in the 
u.s., and $1651000 for engineering assistance from U.S. finns 
experienced in this field. 

This project is one portion or an A.I.D. assistance package of three 
loans for this fiscal year, consisting of: a Basic Crop Production 
loan - $9.4 million; a Health Center - Rural Mobile Health loan -
$2.2 million; and the Rural Electric Cooperatives loan~ $10.2 million. 
This level or $21.8 million is higher than A.I.D. loans authorized in 
previous years (FY 1965 - $14.2 million, FY 1966 - $14.3 million, • 
FY 1967 - $9.2 million). This increased level is partly the result ot 
so~e accidental lumping in one year or projects long in the discussion 
and planning atage and ve anticipate little or no lending in fiscal 
year 1969. However., ve believe that this level or assistance is 
primarily justified as reward and encouragement to a country which 
is meeting Alliance tor Progress performance standards. As outlined 
above, Nicaragua has undertaken a concerted agricultural development 
effort as vell as a series of major self-help measures including: 

(a) the reduction of unnecessary adJ:11nistrative expenses in government 
(30 percent reduction in 1968 from the 1967 budget); 

ti

) At the same time a redoubling or efforts to increase tax collections 
direct tax collectiQ9s for tb~ first four months or 1968 increased over 

e same period in 1~7 by 17'1J• 
(c) A constructive positive attitude ·towards Central American integration; 
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(d) the adoption or c9ordinated fiscal and monetary policies designed_ 
to halt the drain on international: reserves. 

These three loans will directly finance increased U.S. exports to 
Nicaragua or $20.83 million vi.th local currency financing only amounting 
to $975,000 •. In .this respect, U.S. exports to Nicaragua increased from 
$37.7 million in 1960.to $83.1 million in 1966 vhile in the same period 
exports to the U.S. only increased from $28.1 million to $32.2 million. 

Symington Amendment: State/A.I.D. in connection with the Inter-Agency 
Advisory Committee concerned vi.th the implementation of Section 620 (s) 
(the Symington Amendment) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as 
amended, has determined (a) that Nicaragua's resources are not being 
diverted to unnecessary military expenditures to a degree that materially 
interferes vi.th its developnent; (b) that neither U.S. development assist­
ance nor P.L. 48o sales are diverted by Nicaragua to milita~ purposes. 

Among the principal factors in this detennination are the following: 

1. Defense expenditures as a percentage or GNP for 1964-67 vere 1.5~, 
and the trend or this defense share has increased very slightly from 
1.5i in 1964 to 1.1i in 1967. 

2. Defense expenditures as a percentage of Central Government expenditures 
tor 1966 vere lo.4i and 10.1i in 1967. 

3. Most of Nicaragua's military expenditures are for salaries and current 
costs, with a relatively small foreign exchange expenditure for equipment. 

4. The Country Team has reported that there is no evidence of any U.S. 
development assistance (or P.L. 48o sales) being diverted to military 
expenditures. 

Conte-Long Amendment: Currently available intelligence does not indicate 
that Nicaragua has purchased sophisticated weapons systems requiring the 
withholding or assistance under Section ll9 (Conte-Long Amendment) ·or • 
the Foreign Assistance Appropriation Act, 1968. 

Recommendation: That you approve the authorization of a $10.2 million 
loan for the organization and construction or three rural. electric 
cooperatives in Nicaragua. 

William S. Gaud 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT Thursday - June 27, 1968 

SUBJECT: Guest Lists for Trip to Hemisfair and Barrientos Luncheon 

Protocol advlaes that 41 mbassadors, Charges and OAS official 
have accept d your offer of transportation to Hemisfair. With the 
wives the total is a.bout 71 persons. 

l would like your vie ;vs on whom you w nt to invite from State. This 
involves selecting the people who should be with you for the Bal'rientos 
luncheon, which 1 have marked with an asterisk. State recommends: 

Assistant Secretary Oliver • Yes 0 • - -
Ambassador Linowitz Yea No • - -
Ambassador Duke* Yes 0 • - -
Deputy Chief of Protocol 

Sancho-Bonet Yes No . - -
Cieorge bGl (Protocol) Yes No . - -
David Waters (Protocol) Yes No . -

1n view of your desire to keep the party aa small as po■aible, you prob­
ably are not contemplating taking Congre· sional niembera. Congressman 
Gonzalez took the Texas Congressional del gation to Hemiefair last 
week, so that group is covered. The only request of which. we are 
nware ls from Chairman Morgan. Do rou wish to take him·? 

Yes - No_. 

On the Barrientos lunch, he is bringing a party o! ix: the Foreign ,. 
and Finance Ministers, Amb ssador Sanjines, o high-level military 
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officers d • n-:aid -de-eamp. On our •Ide, you. may consider inviting: 

Asal•tant oreta.ry Oli er Yee_ 0 • -
Arn~ssador .Ooaglaa Hender on Ye.a Ho -· - .. 

Ambassador ..c.d Clark Yea 0 • - -
A. ba••ador Duke Ye 0 • - -

. v. w. ootow 

WGB:mm 



a:c:a::a:-r ACTION 

TluaradaJ - Jane 27 • 1968 

Mr. PrealdeDt: 

Herewith a memorand•m from CoTer Ollnr 1iTI111 tbe 
WMrarr be propon• to follow bl hi• trip to Latla Amerlc:a 
with Eel Clark. He aau aathorlsatloll to 11•• oae ol roar. 
apeclal aircraft. 

Alrcralt aatbor1He 

Call me 

Attachme&lt 

w. w. aoatow 

• -

OECLA SlFIEO 
White House Guldelinas, Feb. 24, 
By A-6 , NARA, Date 8-C:. - '7 1-
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

June 26, 1967 

MEl-tORANDUM TO J-iR. BOWDLER, THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Ambassador Clark's Familiarization Tr~p to 
Latin America 

Bill: 

In accordance with the President's wishes, Ambassador 
Clark and I have agreed on a tentative itinerary for a 
visit to the east coast countries of South America from 
July 8 to July 22. 

We both hope that this visit can be aimed at the 
"inner frontiers" in order to give the Ambassador a good 
look at development programs and possibilities in that 
area. We will, of course, have protocolary duties but we 
hope to keep them to the minimum. 

Assuming that the President decides to go to Central 
America next month, we would start our trip south on 
July 8 at the end of the Presidential visit. Our tentative 
itinerary is as follows: 

July 8 

July 9 

July 10 

To Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela. 

Visit dams and development projects in 
the Ciudad Bolivar-Puerto Ordaz region. 

To Manaus, Brazil. 

. GROUP 3 
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July 11 To Recife, Brazil. 

July 12-13 Visits in the Recife region. 

July 14 Brasilia, Brazil for courtesy calls on 
the President and Foreign Minister. 

July 15 To Sao Paulo. 

July 16 View industrial development programs in 
Sao Paulo and Campinas. 

July 17-18 To Porto Alegre, Brazil. 

July 19 To Montevideo, Uruguay .. 

July 20 View development programs and call on 
Uruguayan officials. 

July 21 Rosario, Argentina for a brief look at 
multilateral Plate River plans. 

July 22 Return to Washington. 

In addition to Ambassador Clark and myself, we would 
be accompanied by Ray Sternfeld, our Alternate Executive 
Director on the IDB; Hoyt Ware, my Public Affairs advisor; 
and four newspaper men. Space permitting, I may also want 
to take one of my staff officers. This would be a total 
party of eight or nine, depending on the size of the air­
craft. 

I would appreciate your letting me know if these 
general plans are agreeable to the President and if he is 
willing to authorize the use of one of his aircraft for 
this trip. If this plan is acceptable, we will immediately 
go forward here and in the field with the final arrange­
ments. 

c1'.0· 
Covey T. Oliver 

SEGSW EXDIS 

., . 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. President: 

You will wish to know that after today's meeting, a representative 
from the North Vietnam delegation approached a junior member of 
our delegation and asked if Cy Vance were willing to meet their 
man LAU at some mutually agreed place for discussion tomorrow of 
the proposition we put to them today. 

He said that if that was~impossible situation ant, informal contact would 
have to wait until the next formal meeting on Wednesday. 

Katzenbach and Vance are inclined to proceed. • 

We believe that .Yance's~ctio~s are sufficient to handle this 

Walt Rostow:pob 
. telephone 
6-2.6-68 
7:l0p 

contact. 



INFORMATION 

Wedneaday, June 26, 1968 
6:15 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Thia Inter-American Bank 
eponaored atudy of an Inter-American 
telecommunicatlona network l• qulte 
excltln1. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

WWRostow:rln 
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FOP. RELEASE IH A. M. NEWSPAPERS 
THDES'O\Y, JUNE 20 1 1968 

COJSUI/lATIVE GRCUP ~.131S FE.\SIBILITY S'J!UDY 
OF ~ TEL!X:OMMUNICATIOOS lm'JllORK 

June 19, 1968 
IiP.-25/68 

~ Inter-American Bank today announced that a consultative group of 

the Inter-American Telecommunication& Commission { CrmL) has completed a 

~"{iev ot a feasibility study ot the general requirementa to bu1ld·an. 

Inter-American Telecommunications Network. 

The study viU be presented to CITEL for t1nal action at a ir.eetir~ 

in Rio de Janeiro next July 29. CITEL is a specialized committee ot the 

Organization of American StatEts in vbicb all the telecommunications agen­

cies of Iatin AJr.erica are represented. It was creo.ted in 1963 with the 

aim ot expandiIJg 1ntraregionol. communications in Iatin Alcerica. 

The stu~, undertaken joint~ in April 1967 by the Bank and CITEL, 

with the cooperation ot the Intemational. Telecommunications Union (l'IU), 

recom:i:ends the creation of a rea1onal. network conp1at1Dg ot z:d.crovave 

syst~ms, subll'Arine cables and satellite comnunications. Tho I'rt1 is tbe 

United Nations body 'Wbich establishes design and apocitication ·standards 

tor telecomwnicationa a:,stems throushout tbc world. 

The propo~ed network vould interconnect internationally the =~~tic 

telecommunications sya tems ot the Iatin An:erican countries and vould also 

link them to the 1-est ot the world. 
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The network would ~onsist of telephone., telex., tclegrar;h ar.d • lea.!»~d. 

line se+:Vi,CE:s., as well as high quality televisicn am radio broac.cas'tiil'lg 

channels. 

According to the feasibility study., the attaim:ent of a.~ o~erat1onal 

network by 1973 would involve outlays totaling soz::e $300 million--abo.1t 

$250 million for terrestrial facilities and $50 million for satellite cc=.­

munications. These figures inclu<i.e soir.e investments already- zr.ade o:-
. . 

projected by certain Latin_ American countries within their telecocc,m:i~a-

tions development plans. 

The network.basically would consist of a 960-channel systes of wo 

types ot fac1lit1es--terrestrial segn:ents of national netvorks the.:t c6ulc. 

be adapted to carry international traffic, and space seg::ents ·consisting 

of ·earth satellite sta.tic:is., which would be devoted sole~ ·to inter..ation­

al traffic. 

The study notes that mch of the ~etwork's projected cost involves 

improveitents in national networks which are devoted prin:arily to hcdli=a 

dor:estic trunk calls. In effect., it says~ o'! the $250 million esti:ateci 

cost of the terrestrial segu:ents., $2l0 :::1.llion represents eJCl)enditure re­

quire:ients in the national. systems. T'ne r~maining $40 million 1s the 

esti:::a.ted cost of interconnecting the r.2.tional segcents. 

• "FrOtl this View poi;n,;.," the 'study adds., 111 t can readily be seen t:..e.-; 

the formation of' the terrestrial segcents ot the ITl'l depends to a gre:it 
,• 

ext~nt upon the development of the national netvorks., and particu.larly -:he 

oacl--..bone rou.tes., ot the ;participating countries.. It will be ·1mRoi-~t to 

bear in .t:linc.. that unless these llatio~ ta.cili ties· are pm~rly designed. 
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according to appropriate transmission and operating criteria they UJJ.y not 

be suitable for the international service." 

In regard to space segments, the report says that six of the eight 

satellite ground stations contemplated in the ITN configuration are now 

under construction or testing. They are located in Mexico, Panama, Peru, 

Chile, .Argentina and Brazil. In addition, a projected ground station in 

Colombia is now in the design stage, and a proposal for one in Venezuela is 

under discussion. 

The study adds that in order to cope 'W'ith a projected 100 per cent 

increase in international traffic in Latin America between 1973 and 1978, 

an additional $343 million would have to be invested,of which sum $285 

million would be devoted to terrestrial systems and $58 million to space 

communications facilities. 

According to the study 1s cost and revenue projections for 1973-78, 

the ITN would be "not only economically feasible bµt also profitable." It 

notes that with the installation of the new, ~ore efficient communications 

syste.:ns which the network would require, considerable rate reductions over 

present levels would be possible. 

It adds that implementation of the ITN will entail the negotiation 

of new rate agreements among the participating countries and recommends 

that they follow a rate policy consonant with its efficient operation and 

financial soundness. 

In:-addition, detailed agreen:ents will have to be worked out by the 

countries to regulate operatiDB procedures, traffic routing, th:1,rd. 

country transit, maintenance procedures and other factors essential to the 

efficient operation or the network. 
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The proposed network would a:a.'\te a significant contribution ~o Latin 

America's inte 0ration, which is one of the priu:ary goals laid down by the 

Presidents of America at their meeting in Punta del Este, Uruguay, April 

14, 1967, in which they called for the progressive creation of a Latin 

American Common Market between 1970 and 1985. 

The study says that a project which the Bank will initiate later this 

year involving.the preparation of detailed technical-economic feasibility 

studies for interconnecting a number of national telecommunications networks 

represents an essential step in bringing the system into reality. 

The United liations Development Programme {UNDP), which will participate 

in this project and bas named the Bank as its Executi.Dg Agency in association 

vi.th the ITU tor this purpose, vill contribute"$955,~0 to its financing. 

The Bank has agreed to provide $250,000 and the member countries $475,000. 

The general terms under which this project will be carried out were 

also discussed last week by representatives of CITEL, the ITU and the Bank, 

and the pertinent report is expected to be submitted to the member countries 

in the near future for approval. 

Felipe Herrera, President of the Bank, said the ITN study 11w1ll enable 

the Bank to intensify its cooperation with its member countries, particu­

larly through the agencies which compose CITEL, in preparing and financing 

telecommunications projecta adapted 1to each country's internal requirements 

and to those of the proposed network within its efforts to promote I.a.tit 

America I s economic integration. 11 

Oscar Dietrich, President of CITEL and of Argentina's National Tele­

communications Agency, said the study "indicates that the ITN project is at 
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the threshold ot becoming a reality, and leaves no doubt that the idea ,-r 

uniting the Iatin American countries through a telecommunications networit 

will not only foster their econo.nic growth individually but also in a 

regional context." 

Mr. Dietrich headed a gmup of representatives o'! CITEL vho tartici­

pated with Bank and ITU officials last veek in Washington in the final 

evaluation of the general feasibility study and 1n discusaions concerning 

the future ~reinvestn:ent project. 

6S/56J 
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.c I, 
Clark ask~d me to sen yoµ the text" we have a -reed upon for Khe Sanh. 

This is a sent to us by ~be 0 af er t 1. . various rn sages and telephone 

. ca ls. ,~here is stil no t·i-:i.'le set ;o.: t announcenien.t, which is in 

theh· hands. · FYI, ·he Baltimore Sun s ·ory 4 as brought abo~t many 

querieo ! ·om news~ape.i·s' w- o obvious.y 1ave been alerted by their Saigon 

corresponden ...... 1 · t Galla0'.1.er of.A.Pin New lork may very well run .• 
) 

' ; 

the 9un sto1·y, -a .. ·hou n " spen.t 30 mhmte s ti·yin.l"t to talk him out of ~t. 

So may o~_hers v· 1·y shorCy. T xt fo ows: 

II MEMO A ·nu F t'MHE Pl E S 

i 

u S B ~ ~'CT: ... NACTIVAT 07ON OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BA 'E 

·,. The ·.: .. Sa 1 Com~a~ Base in westerr1 Quang Tri province.has been. 

in.ac -iva.ted~ effocti:v, a , for ...... fol owi. 1 (")' reasons: 

trr':1.ere have be~n two ~ignificant changes in the military situatio11 

i 1Vietna,n i( 1 ce eai-ly t ·.tis year -- an increase ii} friendly 

strengt 1 ~o i ity,. a,-nd. fire power, a.nd an increa_se in the 

nemy .hreat due to both a greater flow of replacements and 

a :c anae n i • t ctics .. 

"i)'l Cor s ta.c.t·cal zone, there ha.s a.lso bee11. a 1iet increase 
! 

.. tte e~.e •, ,' s st--·en th. In J~uary, the enemy ha.d at. lea.st 
v 

t \; ival nt 9i· six ivisions, to ay.. has at least t: e 

e t:ivale t of i(:;)h •. f'1. :capability of mour.1 i.ng 

I 



~ 

"T~ m oet this significantly ln creased threat, friendly 

£orce G must· make maximu1u advantage 0£ their superior 

11repower and mobil~ty. Mobile !orcea, ~ied to no sp~ci!ic 

• terrain, must be use.d to the utmost to attack, il\tercept, 

reinforce or take whatever action is most appropriate to 

meet the enemy· threa.te. 

11Th~re!ore, we havo decided to contb~uo the m.obilo. 1>0sturo. 

·we adopted in western Quang Tri province with operation 

Pega.sus in April. • This decision makes the operation o! tho 

base at Kne ·s~r:ih unneceseary. 

11For secu.dty reasons we ca.Mot divulge the details of 

precisely bow we a.re deploying.our .forces or how we will 

. utilize the additional m11neuvorability we will gain by 

inactivation of tho baeo. er 

Phil O. Goulding 

i ------· --------------------------' 



/HARVAN 

Mr. President: 

INFORMATION 

Wedne ■day, June Z6, 1968 
5:15 p. m. 

You wlll wl■h to read Bunker's account 
herewith of hi■ brieflllg of Thleu, Ky, and the 
new Forelgn Mlllister on the Parla negotlatlon■: 

It was good for Bunker to brlllg Thleu 
and Ky together on tble occa11lon; 

The great anxiety about the bombing of 
Sal1on comes through again; 

The "our side, your slde" formula ls 
reluctantly accepted. 

Salgoa 31058 

WWRostow:rln 

W. W. Roatow 

SLSilEi • 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept.Guidelines 
By~, NARA, DateJ' 3..--0 / 
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S I 8 8 & I SECTION 1 OF 2 SAIGON 31058. 

NODIS/HARV.A~ .• i 

.. : PARt'S FOR VIETNAM MISSION 

~ SUBJEC.T: CONSULTATION WITH GVN ON NEGOTIATIONS: 
.. ! .SIXTH- MEETING • 

~-.• REF: A) STATE .1890 fl; 8) STATE 1889.95; 
· r ~) STATE 189510 • 

f 1. WE MET JUNE 25 WITH THE USUAL ATTENDANCE EXCEP'f THAT oo· 
i WAS REPLACED BY THANH~ KY WAS TWENTY MINUTES LATE. I 
£ 'BEGAN BY REVIEWING BRIEFLY WHERE MATTERS NOW STAND IN THE 
,· :PARIS CONVERSATIONS EMPHASIZING· AS .INSTRUCTED IN· REFTEL A 
•. ·THAT IT IS NORTH VIETNAM'S CONTINUED REFUSAL TO ACCEPT TKE 
~ CONCEPT OF RESTRAINT. OR RECIPROCITY AND THEIR "INCREASED 
t INFILTRATION A

1

ND ATTACKS THAT ARE PREVENTING ANY PROGRESS. 

t. 2. THIEU IN HIS REMARKS STATED WE·MUST CONTINUE TO INSIST _::, 
; .ON RECIPROCITY FOR A TOTAL. HALT TO THE B0MBI~G ·IN THE NORTH. :~, 

HE THEN BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF HOW LONG WE WOULD CONTINUE .J 
OUR PARTIAL BOMBING HALT WITH NO RECIPROCAL GESTURE FROM •; · t HANOI AND IN .FACT ENEMY ESCALATIO.N AND HEAVY ATTACKS OR . . J 

t ~~~:~:-Eg; w~i~A~~~. ~:y~~~~g:ic!~I~~p:~~ -~:¥.i0
~ii~A~~~~ IS ~.i 

--.._._J HAVING ON 'TH£: VIETNAMESE THAN WITH. ITS MILITARY COST. HE STATED:; 
r "NINETY DAYS .. W~ HAVE BEEN PATI'ENT AN!) SHOWN ·OUR f?0OD W_ILL. , ·J 
~ -THEIR SHELLI NG HAS .. AFFECTED 0UR'"PE0·PLE •s MORALE. THE PEOPLE . . :t 
: . THINK WE 'ARE IN A WEAK P0SI TI O.N AND THAT THE U. s. DOES NOT • :--1 
r- ·DARE TO REACT •. THEY Do·N·T KNOW ABOUT CASUALTIES THE. v.c. ARE -'•: 
t SUFFER I NG BUT THEY ·DO KNOW THEIR HOMES ARE: BEING DEST.R0YED. .'} 
~ THE V.C. HAVE.EXPLOITED THIS TO CLAIM THAT THEY ARE IN A STRONG.; 
t POSITION AND WE' ,ARE :WEAK.:. ·IN. TIME. THE :PEOPLE. MAY.'COME TO :·:; 
L--BELIEVE.· TH~~ .... ~,:-~.-.. .:-..::.;.,4'.,:· .•• • .. ;,-.••··· _ .. ··-· ••• ····---------,--. :-- ----~ • .....,-..:,: .. ,··J 

! .. . .1, : . . . 
• '\ •• 'I ' -· J 
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I • 

3. IN REPLY TO MY REQUEST FOR THEIR-T~OUGHTS ON·WHY THERE HAS 
BEEN A REDUCTION OF VC/NVA SHELLING~F S ~ "SINCE GOVERNOR 

-HARRIMAN'$ JUNE 12 STATEMENT, THIEU GHT THIS HAD B~EN 
CAUSED MAINLY BY THE DEFENSIVE r~EA URES WE HAD TA-KEN. HE 
ALSO ASSERTED THAT. SECRETAARY RUSK·S ·RECENT NEw·s CONFERENCE 
REMARKS IN\IMICH HE HAD C0[1PARED THE SHELLI NG OF SA

0

IGON ro 
THE BOMBING IN THE NORTH MA~ CAUSE SOME PEOPLE TO BE~IEVE 
THAT A CESSATION OF ATTACKS HERE WOULD CAUSE UB TO STOP OUR 
BOMBING. 1· ASSURED HIM THIS WAS NOT !HE.SECRETARY'S· INTENTION 
AND THAT THIS WAS PLAIN FROM·THE TEXT OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
WHERE HAD SPOKEN TO .THE QUESTION OF SEVERAL ACTIONS HANOI 
MIGHT TAKE TO CAUSE US TO STOP OUR BOMBING OF·ITS TERRITORY. 

.. .. 

. . 
', 4. THEIU THEN PREDICTED THAT AFTER A·BRIEF RESP.ITE THE COMMUNISTS· 1 

WOULD LAUNCH ANOTH£R-MAJOR. OFFENSIVE IN LATt JULY OR EARLY- - : ' 
AUGUST. HE THOUGHT THE MAjOR ATTACKS WOULD BE MOUNTED 
AGAINST 'SAIGON, THE DMZ,· HUE, .DANANG AND II CORPS~ HE DID 
NOT THINK THERE.WOULD BE ANY CHANGE IN HANOI•S PARIS POSITION 
UNTIL AFTER THE-OFFENSIVE, ALTHOUGH HE· ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
THERE MIGHT BE A SURPRISE MOVE BY THE OTHER SIDE. HE ADUED 
THAT THE ATTACKS MIGHT ALSO BE KEYED TO THE AMERICAN 
NATIONAi.: POLITICAL CO~VENTIONS. 

s~ I THEN MADE THE PRESENTATION ON iN·-1cc INITIATIVE IN THt· 
.. ' ·DMZ AS H~STRUCTED ·IN REFTELS • A· AND ·.C. THIEU ASKED :IF· THE 

NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE AWARE THAT WE WANTED TO RiSTORE THE 
DMZ. I REPLIED THAT' ·THEY WERE. HE THEN ASKED IF THERE WAS 

' 

ANY HOPE THAT HANOI MIGHT AGREE ·TO RESPECT THE LAOS ACCORDS. 
I STATED THAT WE WERE NOT·OPTIMISTIC·IN THAT-REGARD,AND LEFT_ 
THE IMPRESSION THAT ~E DID NOT REALISTICALLY EXPECT DRV • 

. COMPLIANCE WITH THEM TO BE. PART· OF~ A REQUIREMENT F.OR TOTAL 
CESSATION OF ·BOMBING.· • • 

6. !HIEU THEN RETURNED ·_TO THE QUESTION OF HOW LONG WE WOULD 
~ CONTNUE THE PARTIAL BOMBING-HALT. "IF THE·v.c. CONJINUE TO 
;.· -·DO THE SAME THING·FOR·ANOTHER MONTH DO WE CONTINUE AS WE 
.. .. ARE DOING?" I REPLIED THAT IF AS-HE PREDICTS THEY LAUNCH 

··ANOTHER OFFENSIVE AND. ARE BEATEf~· THEY MAY THEN CHANGE'IHEIR 
~-. •• NEGOTlATl NG POSTUE~ KY THEN INTERJECTED: ·"THEY HAVE NO 

CHOICE. THEY MUST LlUNCH THEIR ATTACKS SOON •. THE DECISIVE 
BATTLE WILL BE HERE. AT SAIGON AND IN ·I CORPS, WI TH A SUP?ORTING • •• 

(. 

FIGHT IN II CORPS. IN SAIGON lT ·WILL BE A POLTICIAL-.MILITARY 
STRUGGLE AND IN I CORPS A SIMPLE .MILITARY·ONE. WHAT CAN-WE 

, l 

DO IN THE MEANTIME; WE CANNOT REST ON OUR PROPAGANDA 
SUCCESS IN PARIS •. HERE WE MU.ST PREPARE!> FOR1ME NEXT ATTACKS. ·l 
THE'! 'ARE SENDING TROOPS INTO THIS. AREA •• TWO BATTALITIONS _OF · ~ 

1 : • THE FAMOUS NVA 304TH -.__01 VISION WHICH FOUGHT: AT .DIEN BIE'N PHU ·, 
'. . . HAVENOW. AP.P..EARED-~A~~§.t'.J.!!9.~•;J~U.8.~l,O,~Jl.'l_OjtJ(l.,L.~· .. ~-~J,_qQ,ij,_ ...... .-..... ,: .. ____ ..;._,. ~- ........ -........ ~ ,, l . . ' 

,, . . .. ,... .. ' : . ~' 

1.-

I 

' • I 
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:• STRONGER .AFTER. Two·· MO.NTHS.'WHEN' \4E ~JILL. HAVE: 'DEFEATED THESE 
ATTACKS AND'THEY·WIL~ HAVE CO~TINUED TO SUFFER PROPAGANDA 
SETBACKS AT PARIS. WE ARE GAINING THE ADVANTAGE FROM THE 
TALKS NO~." THIEU THEN AS·KED, DO ~IE AGREE· TO GONTINUE 
.UNFRUITFUL TAI.KS At.· PARIS·, DEFEAT THEM -IN .THE JULY/AUGUST 
OFFENSIVE ONLY THEN MAKE A DECISION ON BOMBING? KY . 
• REPLIED: ~IN MY OPINION.~E HAVE NO CHOICE." 

7A KY THEN HINTED THAT· SOME STRONG CIVIL MEASURES MIGHT 
BE ·NECESSARY TO DEFEAT WHAT HE BELIEVED WAS TH~ MOST 
DANGEROUS COMMUNIST TACTIC •. "THEY· ARE NOW PREPARING 
FOR A POLTICIAL. STRUGGLE TO COINCIDE WITH· THEIR ATTACKS. 
THEY ARE BUILDING up· SENTIMENT FOR PEACE AT ANY PRICE· 
THROUGH A PEOPLE•S MOVEMENT. THEY WILL;STATETHAT.IT IS 

-

' ---- i:, DIFFICULT FOR THE. NATIONALIST WHITES AND ·.THE COMMUNIST REDS ·, 
• -T: .r.o· SIDE TOGETHER.-THEY Wlt.L . .'.THEN PRESENT A-ROSE SOLUTION. .:: 

'._: BUNKER • • ·' 
;~·-· . ·. . BT . ·· ·. . . .. ~~ 
!i,1,;....,.,._~ .... ._ .. •~• .. • ,;•.., .._~ .. ;,-,.fA,~~,iSv:a..riA ....... ~,~~(".i..::,i., . . . • • .................. ~ • ...] 

• , , .~ ... - • ..,,._.u~ ..... ,.,/-~.:,1;,, ,,"\••: ... -.:.w. ~ir ... ,-~,i.riA,(,..:ht~• .. :.v ........ , J.!:: -::-,! •• 1 ........ j'~- .. ~ .. ~ -~ ~ ~,,., .. -
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~ODIS/HARVMJ 

PARIS FOR VIETNAM MISSION 

CO~ROL: 6911.Q 

. :RECEzyE~: J\.1Xl2 26, 1968 
10:47 a.m . 

SUBJECT: CONSULTATION WI;~ GVN ON NEG071ATIONS: SIXTH MEETIUG 

WE MUST TA~£ STEPS TO HEAD' OFF THIS POLITICAL CAMPAIGN. 
-~E HAD !HIS EXPERIENCE IN 1945 WHEN THE COMMUNISTS SEIZED 
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AT HANOI WITH JUST A FEW PEOPLE AUD 
THEN BY CLEVER TACTICS TOOJ(' OVER CONTROL. OF THE NATIONALIST 
MOVEMENT. Ir THEY INFILTRATE THEIR PEOPLE AND HAVE WHAT LOOKS 

-LI:,£ AN UP~ISING IN SAIGON AT THE SAME •• TIME TH'EIR LARGE UtJ!TS 
ATTACK FR0;-1 THE OUTSIDE,· WE WILL KAVE GRE.,AI DIFFICULTY. I AM 

·\.IORRIED BY t:JKAT· IS GOING ON AMONG .SOME--oF !H£ .TUDE~TS, LABOR 
GROUPS AND BUDDHISTS. I THINK I! IS SETTE ~ AT WE DECIDE WHAT 
MUST SE DONE AND THEN CONTROL IT. IF ,- AIT, ~E MAY ,..NOT BE 
ABLE TO co:.;rROL IT. THE COMPlUNIS!S MUST MAKE THEJR...-tfAMBLE 
Now.· I AGREED THAT WE HAD !O PREPARE FOR SUCH AN ALL-OUT 
EFFORT AND SHOULD TAKE ALL THE MILITARY PRECAUTIONS NEC~SSAR? 
IN ADVA~C~. 

8. THE:U S!A!ED: ·."WHAT WE HAVE GOT TO DO IS KALT 'THE SHELLI~~ 
OF SAIGO~ AND OTHER MAJOR CITIES WHICH CAN BE USED AS A PRETEXT 
FOR SUCX A COMMUNIST-INSPIRED MOV~M£NT. SUCH A REACTION ~IGHT 
~OT REQLllRZ COMMUNIST INSTIGATION. IT COULD EVEN 8£ THE WATURAL 
REACTIO~ OF THE PEOPLE.• KY ADDED: "WKAT I WORRY ABOUT IS A 
COLLAPSZ, NOT JUST or TKE REGIME, BUT OF ALL :THE PEOPLE.· !HIEU 
.CO ::-:.·:!JiD .. WE SHOULD TELL TKE PEOPLE OF THE PREPARATIONS WE ARE 
Mt.!<H~G !-"OR THESE 'ATTACKS. ·auT IF THE vc CONTINUE TO SHELL, 
!nZ PO~ITICIANS ~!LL QUESTION THE US ATTITUDE. !HE VC WJLL 
ALLEG: rxAT TXIS IS EVIDENCE OF cs WEAKNESSi •• TK£Y CAN~o:· 
~I~ :H: OFFZ~SIVE IN JULY OR AUGUST S~T'!F THEY COHTINUE TO SHELL 
SAIGON AND OTHER CITIES WE WILL NOT COLLAPSE BUT TK£RE WILL BE A 
~AD REAC'i'Iot~ AMONG THE PEOPLE' Ji!RST AGA!NST TH'£ .GOVERNMENl' 
A~D THE~ AGAI~ST tH£ UNITED STATES." 
. . . . 
.9. KY 1~EN SAl~·THAT IT .IS BETTER THA! WE STOP THIS ESCALATION 
,ON Tr.~ vc·s ?AR, (THE SAIGON SHE~~!NG t.ND PREDICTED OFFENSIVE) . .. . .. 

I ·' • I 

' , .. 

I 
. ! 

• I 

. 
l 
• 
• t 
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t~!THOU! RESU~UNG iHE DOMB!NG~ "7H.-~T S)•:ows REAL -STRENGTH. 
·w~ ~~UST STOP 'i'HEM VERY QUI Cl(L Y ... ;!l ,;GHEED WI TH MY 
OBSERV~~ION iHAi THERE WAS NO DEFEATISM NO~ AMONG THE 
?EO?L£~ THIEU WARNED: "!HE PEOPLE AND !HE.ASSEMBLY WILL STAY 
.QUIST AND SUPPORT THE TALKS PROV!Di::D !HERE iS' fW ViORt: S~ELLlNG 
Or S'AIGO~. !KERE ARE two THINGS '!'O BE DONE. i'JE ijAVE GOT TO 
?REVEWi' 1·ttE SHELLHJG ·SY OUR ow:~ iV;EASURES. T•.40, WE-MUST 

·FuHCE THE vc THROUGH PRESSURE IN PARIS .NOT .ro ATTACK THE 
CITIES. ! t THEY· ARE. ~OT ... W.ILL! NG TO ACCEP-T-A-NY--01HER S'l'E?S Or 
·OS-ESCALATION THEY MUST Al LEAST STOP THE A,TACKS ON THE C!TIES 
• IF TALKS ARE ro CONTINUE.·" 

10. I NEXT ~ADE THE PRESENTATION ON A POSSIBLE EARLY ·CALL FOR 
A'CEASt:!P.E AS SUGGESTED IN REFTEL B. THlEU ASKED WHY VICE 
PRESIDE~! HUMPHREY HAD MADE HJS JUNE 23 CALL FOR AN 
!~;MEDIA'!"S CEASE!-"IRE·. I REPl..IEO _THAT IT \:J·!iS A QU!C:< RESPQNSE 
TO A QU:::S'iION IN AN IN':'ERVIEWo !HE-SUBJECT DID :~o.T COME UP . 
• A3A!N. AFTER SOME EXCHANGES IN VIETNAMESE WITH HIS 
·co~LEAGUES0 .THIEU AGREED THAT TO REJECT CATEGORICALLY A 
C~ASE~i~E ?ROPOSAL WAS NOT A GOOD IDEA. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, 

. THAT H? :~JUaHT A CEASEFIRE SHOULD ONLY OCCUR AFTER AN AGREiNEN! 
ON rfs CONDITIONS AND AS PA~ OF A SETTLEMENT. THANH--sr;.TED ·tH°A.f 
A CEAS:7!B~ MUST BE CONSIDER~D AS A FIRST--STEP.~SFORE WITHDRAWAL 
AND r:::,r A;::t:S WHERE COMMUN!STS .U~Jl1S ... ARE STA·::u~~ED MUST BE 

'CONSIDERED AS PROVISIONAL REGROUPING AREAS·A~D NOT ZONES OF 
ADMINISTRA7iON. LOGIChLLY THE CEASEFIRE LINE SHOULD ~ETHE 

117TH. PARALL:Lc Ht ADDED THAT ~SNEED COORDINATED:MILITA~~, 
.DIPLOr-:t:iIC AND PROPAGANDA EFFORTS TO MEET A POSSIBLE CEASE;;"!RE 
·PRO?OSA~. B£RGER SUGGESTED THAT THE BEST POSITION FOR THE GVH• 
!O ADO?T WAS l~MED!A!E READINESS 10· ACCEPT THE PRINCIPLE OF A 
.C~AS~l:RE A~D ANNOUNCE ITS WILLINGNESS.TO DISCUSS THE 

• NECESS~RY CONDI~IONS. THIEU AGfiEiD. 

1!. TH2 LAS! HALF HOUR OF THE MEETING WAS TAKEN UP WITH A 
·DISCUSSION OF THE "OUR SIDE, YOUR S~DE" FORMULA AS IT MIGHT 
.APPL~ IN RESPONDING TO .A CEASEFIRE_ A?fEAk FRQM THE NLF OR IN 

eacrr r 
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SU3STANTI\1E D!SCUSSION FO!.LOWii~G ·n;E PREsr:i,r PARIS COtJVERS~!lONS.· 
THERE WERE FREQUEST PROTRACTED EXtXANGES !~ VIETNAMES? ~H!~E 

· THE FI~ZR POINTS-OF THE ARRA~GEMENT WERE.APPARENTLY EXPLAi~ED 
TO THANH. THE CLD FEAR THAT THIS FORMULA WOULf GRANT·THE N~F 

• EQU4L s·u.rus ~f TH THE GV~J WAS RAiSZD AGAIN. KY 'WAS NO! 
cot;T.RAD!CTEO SY HIS COLLEAGUES, HO~/EVER, WHEN HE ccr~CLUD~D 
:·: ·sTATir:G: ·•IF WE WERE· MEN OF' PRii'JCI?LE WE WOULD REFUSE SUCH 
4N ~RRA~GEMENY, BUT AS ?RACTICAL MEN AND REALISTS UE MUST 
4CCEPT." I CO~CLUDE, THEREFOR~, THAT THE GVN RELUCTA~TLY 
ACCEPTS TH~ "OUR SIDE,.YOUR SIDEtt FORMULA-FOR REPRESE~TATION~ 
WITH ";.'HE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE GVtl WOULD PLAY THE MAJOR ROLE 
0:1 ·"CL;.~ SZDE" AND THAT HANOI WCULf, BE PRESE:fJT O~J "-YOUR S!f>:.• 

12. '!":~!EU AGREl!D TO OUR SUGGES"!":..,.-, ·;HAT WE SHOU1.D MEET mJ. 
A WE£.:\t ':' BASIS., ■:HE MEET HJGS WI!..L BE OtJ FRIDAYS, SO THAT 
WE C~~ REVIEW THE.WEDNESDAY MEETINGS-IN PARIS.· IH OUR 
Me:xr ~;A1.XERii•jG •ON JUt'E 28 WE AGREED .. iO DISCUSS ELEMENTS !N 
·1HE GENEVA ACCORDS THAT MIGHT APPLY TO A SETTLEi'lE~cT Atm 
IN"fE?.~lAT!OiiAL GUARANTEES OF PEACE SET"iLEME~JT • PLEASE. INFCRt~ 
US 07 ANY SPECIFIC POINTS YOU '1ISH RAISED. AT T.HAT MEETING. 
SUNi<~l; 

.. 

. . 



Wed.• Juaa Z6. 1961 
5:15 p. m. 

Henwltll U. Kh■I••~ /Su,._, talk. 
TM meet lalanetlaa part la oa tu Nead pap. 

Sa•••-, teU. u tut lie bellefta tut. la 
.a.ct. Haaol le wlU••1 to ahUld• tile Idea of a 
coallti- ...-n••,. alld p for a weraloa of 
oae-maa ..... -Y9te. 

fPzomln1 Wat■■;•• prolaaaloeal daaracter, 
I woald -•• t!aat M mlpt Jaawe beea cleare4 lty 
the lfodll Vl-taameM to a.11 u W• u NJII■ owa ........ 

0. tile otber IMlad, lt may be aometW.ac lie 
bu ... c:ed. 

w. w.ao.iew 

COII.IIIIFttalAL attaclameat 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958. Sec. 3.5 . • 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95. State Dept. Guidelines 
By~-.J NARA, Date ' ,.;{> 
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• PARTICIPANrS·i 

PLACE: 

Mr. Heney I<icrninier 
Mr, J'o~ Sainton}ly 

Paris, Franco 
•. 

l ~t with Sainten~y et hio apartment for dinner • 
. I began thQ conyaroation by asking S~intenWy what : .. c 
thought of the apparent impaase in the negoti~tiona on 
the bombing ieou0. Saintonijy replied that he wao follow­
ing events largely from the nowspape~a. Ho had met tho 
members of tho North Viotnruooso dolegation only twice, 

. ' 

.. . . . ..... on both occaeiona socially. Soveral months' ago he had· 
•. : • ·: • • ..• .' • been in fa.vot: of a unil~tera.1 end of bombing by the Unitod 

.:'. / 1• .··.•.;_ ':,. Ststco. He had thought it wars a bet which would almo~t . 
• '. "::: :~ • i' certainly pcy o·ff. Now he bolicved that a comploto- · 
. .: .. • .... :• .. ; .. cossntion without recip-rocity -.1ould be tekon by Hanoi a:> 

...... ·: ~ an American capitulation. He sugg~Gtad ao one ponsible • 
":. ·~··: : :. , method to break the impasse " unilnteral American reduction 

. • .. •. · · of the bomb loAd s.nd number of sorties over North Viet.--Nm!l 
. . ··:.· • .. but not of the eirea.. Thio roduction ohould be communicated 
·•: \·::\ .. • :=.:··"'.privately to Ha.noi, If there wD.e no response wo· ohould 
.: .... :':~ .: .. :·. • announce the· reduction at a negotiating set:nion in Paris. • 
.. ·, ::.-;:.:\·. :: •. \ If that: failed to elicit a rosponao we should resume 
•• .. ·: ;:,·.::.· .. ;···.. borobing. The reduotion in bombing would _be understood 
• .:•·\-~~-:.:.: •. :•.·.···:·in Hanoi 40 ~ deterwina.tion to retain the option to• rocun.o • 

. ::::·\\ .. :\\)·/t/ As .for negotiating taetico ~ Sllint~n~y w~o ·of tho • 
• :/•:.~:~;'::· , :-;::-· view that patience wan of the o~oc.nco;:..• Even if Hanoi we.a-
~- ;- . ·: ·: ... . • ·-pt'cparcd to m..l'ko conceooions it would procrat>tinnte. •' In 
. ":: . .. ·:· '.~ ·:· . order to make sure t:hat the concGasions wei:o re.ally 

• :·· .. :·.-.; __ :'_; __ ; ::,·: necessary ho considered priVD.t:e nogotie.tions inevitable .. • 
···~r::-·.-·: ... :·:•;-·;:· Ha thought it would bo best st the3o private negotiations 
:··>;: ·/.:~··.-•. to· try to get eomo. undorot:c.nding with. Hanoi about long . • 

•• :·. ~ . .--<\;.~,:•:.~-~--=.term objectives rather than ·go at them 01.1.e 1.t:em at--a time; 
.::.,:_ / _::· .::::~ :. •. Given the morbid nuepicion~ pf the Vietnamese that wa.a the·· 
.. · • • .. :._:: :.:. > ·, only promising method. Pf.b bnsio concern -we10 U.S. withdrawal . 

;~· {:·:,.· .·.~-:~,:-::.·:. :. frc.i:l South Vietruun. He .::.imply could not boliovo ·th~t- tho : .. 
. ~,•/:'/:\:':_··:?~/~_.U_,s. rcAlly 1:)0&.nt to wi~ draw •. •.• • •• •. • , . 

. ' 

·>:;~:_;:j:. ~::_·.~.-. :,:::·-::-:· :-:.:: .. •. • :• •, .. . . 
. ·.<.,·:_.:~\:.:_~.·: ·:·: .·.-.:-.. ; .• •• ----- DBCLASSIFIPD .,., 
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INFORMATION 

~6BET-

Wednesday, June 26, 1968 - 5:00 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

I commend to you this( • . · • • • . ) 
{ ~n the feeling 0£ tension between Hanoi 
and Peking, which he senses. 

I would emphasize that the evidence is certainly 
not hard; but, knowing the history of Vietnam and 
China and Moscow's concern a.bout an extension 0£ 

Chinese Communist influence in Asia, generally, I 
am increasingly inclined to !eel this tension is a 
factor working our way in Paris. 

W. W. Rostow 

•----------""""'~ 3,~c_\,)(.I) 
T d 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3,6 

NLJ ,-~ I 
By NARA. Date -tl-o 

WWRostow:rln 

_..sEGRET 

3.~C.~)(I) 
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,._ •••• ·- ... ~•--;-•, .... , .... - ...._ !"' .•• - .... . . .. 

SUBJ: TENSICN BETWEEN HANOI ·AND ?EKING 

. ., "' ... 

SO.URCE S}lO~JED rrnBOFf FOLLOt,;J~~lG MESSAGE FROM. HMJO ! DATED JUN 21 • 

- --

.. THERE EXIS! !tJDICAT IO~JS. THA1'. THE RELAT'IO~is BET~JEEN HA~OI· AND . 
-PEKfNG ARE GOING ~HROUGH A P~ASE OF TENSION AND THAT. CHI~A RE?ORT•: 
EDLY \-!ILL NO LONGER B.E -~AT !SFIED BY SHO\HNG THROUGH SIMPLE VERBAL • 
DISA?PROVAL ITS.tiOS!ILI!Y 10 THE .~AR!S CONVERSTIO~ls.· • 

1. THE· HlCIDZN!S WHICH REPORTEDLY TOOK PLACE BEFORE !HZ VIE'rt-~AM 
CONSUL.A,:::S HJ CHI:~A HAVE BEE~ CONFiRi':ED T-0 ViE BY A SOCIALIST 
E.MBASSY. ACCORDiNG TO THIS SOURCE 01HE ·VII::TNAMESE CONSULS RE?ORT­
S~~ y ~ER~ OSLiGED TO SPEAK AGAINST PRINCI?LE OF NEGOTIATIONS { 

,PRENDRE LA PAROLE POUR CONDAMNER>. 

·i. THE RA!L CONNECTIONS WITH·VIETNAM9 ~CCORDIUG TO ANOTHER SOClAL•: 
IS 0

!' (DI?:.OMATIC) MISSION, ALWAYS WELL. INFORM::D, HAVE BEEN Ii!­
!!RRU?TZD FOR ~HE PAST. THREE WEEKS. IT HAS NOT SEEN POSS!SLE 
?~R ME TO FlND·OuT EXACTLY WHETHER THIS CESSATION !N TRAFFIC 
?.ESUL7ED FROM INTERIOR. OifFICULTIES OR A DECISION,OF THE CHINESE 
AU!HOR!TiESo • • 

. 
3. ·rH:: ?.Y::S1"?.IC!IC:-:.s 'AFFECT!NG: CIRCLILAT!ON (~jy TELEGRAM NR 1"9e05) 
H;\ 'JE i·!o·; AL' .. 'A'!S BEEN AOEQUA'i'EL Y EX?LA I NED BUT AN HlCREAS ![~G • 
Nil~BER OF OBSERV!RS, DIPLOMATS, AND JOURNALISTS-THINK THAT 
:·HEY ARE ~!MED PRINCI?ALLY • . • • . 
AT THE C%I~ESE NATIONALS WHO UP.U~TIL·NOW WERE.ABLE TO CIRCU-
LATE FREELY HJ VIETNAN. - •• • • 

• • \' 4. THC: E:1aASSIES OF !HE COUNTR I£S OF EASTERN EUROPE SHOW 7HEM-
SELVES JO SE ~ORE AND MORE'PREO~CU?iED BY THE PRESE~CE OF CHINESE 
wn·!"s I:-} T!iE ~~ORTH OF !HE COUN7?.':. THEY· ESTIMATE THAT THEIR • •• 
STRENGTH (EFFECTIFS) CAN BE ESTIMAi~D BETWEEN 50,C00 AND i00~00~ . 

't-1z:~. ·THi:: CHHJESE'• tULITARY RE?ORTED c~oss ·!XE. FRONT !ER FREEL y . . . .. . . .,. ... ·-·"' .. . . .... . . ·- .. .. . ... ·- ... . 

DECLASSirmo 
E.O. l295J, .:e~. 3.6 

NLJ OI ·~'I~ 
By NARA, Date 1./-'i-o.J... · ••• --
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,,.. 
~! I THO UT :::v2:: ! Nr"OR~·1! rm !NC: • VlE!~u .. ~-rzss t·.UTl-{OR IT !ES. fiCCORD H:G 
TO A HU~GA~fAN DIPLG~Ar ~HO TRAV~L-~D ~OVARDS • 
iHZ MIDDLE OF TH~ MO~!H OF ~A1 iO L~~G~ON, THIS TOVN RE-
?C:ri'EDLY WAS OCCUPIED BY THt:: ?EOPLE' S AP.MY. P.LOi·!G THE ROAD ~C:TWE~t-l 
H~NOl A~D IHE FRONTIER HE SAW CHINESE ?ROPAGANOA .STANDS UHERE 
INSIGNIA, PA~PHLETS AOD THE WORKS 07 ?RESIDENT 
MAG WERE DISTRIBUTED TO THE POPULATION. . I 

5. A! THE TIME OF THE rt·.'O FIRS! RE?A!RS MADE ON THE PP.UL DOU .. ~R 
S~!DGE !ME ?RESENCE OF CHINESE TEC~N!CiA~S WAS ATTESTED BY 
POSTERS GLOR!FYI~G PRESIDENT MAO~ THE ROUT£ WHICH LEADS ~O 1~2 
AIRPORT HAVI~G BS2N CHANGED~ IT HAS H01 BEE~ POSS!BLE TO CO~?IRM 
iHAT !XZ~ ~~ESTILL THERE. THE VIETNAMZSE HAVE SPREiD THE • 
RU:•:OR THAT °fHEY R!::POR!EDLY-CARRIED OUT THE rt.OST RECENT RE?A IRS 
BY THEIR ow~ MEANS AUD WITHOUT FOREIGN AID. HOWEVER, THE PRES­
ENCE AT ·1·n::: HO"L.!::L METRO?OLE DURING 1.·HE !t.O~:TH OF MAY OF A C~E~J 
or, ENG !N?:E~S A!m CHit!ESE TECHNIC!.!HlS IS CERTAIN. -THE CONDITIONS 
UNDER WHICX THEY LEFT HANOI ARE NO! KNOWN. 

6. THS PRESS WHICH·FAITHFULLY REFLECTS THE STATE OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN !HS TWO COUNTRIES HAS.PUBLISHED ONLY RARE INFORMATION 
ON CH!f.!:\ OVER 'i'H!:: LAS! n;o MONTHS. "CHE SUBJECT HAS ONLY BEE~J 
REFERRED TO TEN TIMES IN MAY~ • 

, . 
7~ WHEREA~ ON MAY 3a THE ·NOTE FROM !HE CCHiNESE > MINISTRY OF 

;FOREIGN AFFAIRS PROTESTING THE UTILIZATIJON OF HONG KONG AS . 
;A BASE FOR AGGRESSION AGAINST VIETNAM HAS BEE~ PUBLISHED EXPRESS­
LY. IT HAS ~or BEEN FOLLOWED UP, FOLLOWING NORHAL PRACTIC~, BY 
A SIM ILAF: i{O.iE FROM HANO I: AND HAS BEEtl Mr .. DE THE OBJECT OF om. y 
A SIM?L==: COt·,:rlENTARY. 

S. IN JLl~~ TWO OUT OF FOUR 1NFORMATION BULLETINS HAVE BEEN DEVOTED 
·:o iHE ~ELATIONS BETWEEN CHINA A~D T~~ NATIONAL LIBERATION 
FRONT, c:::: REP~ODUC~D THE LETTEn OF THAN.KS FROM PRESIDENT 

. HO TO MR. CHOU EN LAI FOR THE ARMS WHICH HE HAD ·SENT AS A ?RESENT 
TO THE ART!S!!C ENSEMBLE OF THE LIBERATION ARM. THE OTHER DEALT 

:w:rx THE VISIT OF THE .CHIEF OF THE NLF DELEGATION IN CHl~A, • 
• TO THE "CHI~~-VIEiNAM"· FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY.·· 

9o :'HZ COi-a-:oN cc:.::•,UNIQUE- CHH:A, MAL!, GUINEA - WAS THE SUSJE:CT 
OF A BR!~~ DISPATCH JUNE 4 ENTITLED "CHINA DEMANDS TOTAL ijl!HDRAYAL. 

·OF A~ZRlCA~ 7ROOPS AND THEIR SATELL!TES." . 

1 ~~ i-:0 !-iE:SS~GE HAS BEEN EXHA-~lGED BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
SINCE TiZ T~L!GRAM OF CONGRATULATiO~S AODRESSED ON· MAY· 1~ 

.TO PRES:jE~T XO ON.·HIS BIRTHDAY FROM PRESIDENT MAO. iXE VIETNAMESE 
• R!!:?L'! :~:~S r-:o·:· 8£EM PUBLISHED. FINALLY tJO [·1£:fiION ·Or THE SIO?OV~R 

0: . ·:.,, XU~iJ-l"HU'!, LE DUC THO, AND LE-THANH· NGHI Ai PEKING • 
. !-!i;S. Bi;:i•! t-i.:..DE.. THE ·wELCOr;E . WHICH THUY AND THO RECEIVED IN MOSCOW 
• HAS BEEN ON !HE OTHER.HAND REPORTED AT LENGTH." 

G?-1 SXR IVER • • • • •• • •••• ·-··-··· - ·· · ·· · '·. ·· -- .•• 
SECM!'! 
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Wedne•day, June 26, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your approyal l• a 
me1ea1• to former Chancellor 
Erhard replyln1 to ht. m••••1• 
ol condolence on the death of 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy. 

w. W. Roatow 

Approve ---
Di•approv• ---
Call me 



Su11e■ted Reply 

Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

1 wa• to\lched by your me■■a1• of condolence on 

the c 1 aa¼-death of Senator Kennedy and by yov.r hop•• 

for peace which, a■ you know, 1 ■hare. Kind th0\a1ht• 

from old friend■ are ••pecially welcome on ■uch ■ad 

occa■ion■• 

Sblcerely, 

Lyndon B. John■on 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES 

(TRUSLATIOI) 

Professor Dr. Ludwig Erhard 

Dear Mr. President, 

My esteemed friend, 

LS 10. 2727 
T-67/R-12 
German 

Bonn, June··s, 1968 

9096 

It was with great pleasure that I received the 

photo album. The pictures will always remind me, 

in_ grateful remembrance and appreciation, of the 

many meeti~gs and talks which I had the pleasure 

and honor of havi~g with you. 

I fulfill a sad duty when I express to you, the 

President of the United States, _my sincere condolences 

on the cruel death of Senator Kennedy. May your 

country be spared from further disturbances and may 

you succeed in bringing about peace in Vietnam while 

still in office. 

With deep respect and cordial r~gards, I am, 

Yours truly, . 

[Signature] 

His Excellency 
P.resident of the United States of America, 

Lyndon B. Johnson, 
The White House, 

Washi~gton, p.c. 



SECKET/HA&VAM 

MJl. PJlESlDENT: 

WedMNay, J_. 26, 1968 
'f:oa p. m. 

Yoa will wtala to read thl• u&ni:maly lec:ld 
accoaat ol Cy Vaace ol Nday'• mMtlac• 

. w. Jloatow 

-

MCUT/IIA&VAM &Uadlmeat (Part■ 17053 Delto 346) 

DEClASSIFI 0 
Whtte H use Gulde Ines, Feb. 24, 1 
By 4:§ .NARA.Date %~-7 2--
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;.' FROM VANCE 

·:;suBJEcr: TEA BR_E~K -- 10TH ,SESSIO'.~, JUNt 26 
I 

.!. ' . • . __,_--•-----....--•· • 

. :: 1. I TO.OK THE LEAD IN THE CONVERSATION DURING·--THE-
::TEA BREA·x wn·Hour PRELIMINARY SOClAL'"'AMENITIES • 

• • •
1 THUY SEEMED ?RE?ARED ·FOR BUSINESSLIXE DISCUSSION FROM 
•. THE OUTSET,. : • , 

• • • t 

. ·2. I' SAID THAT I HAD READ WITH GR'EAT CARE HIS PREVIOUS 
.: STATEMENTS AS HE HAD ASKED ME TO DO. I SAID THERE . 
:. WAS /.\ COMMO~J THEME· R'UNNING THROUGH THEM, PAR.flCULARLY. 

·.,·EVIDENT IN 1·HEIR INTERPRETATION O'F THE· Hrs·roRICAL 
. EVENTS IN VIET-NAM, REG INNING IN ·1950. I SAID I 
c HEAD IN "tHE WORDS A MISTRUST OF' THE UN11.ED STATES AND 
' ITS OBJECTIVES. l ADDED THAT I HO PED AS WE ?R OCEE DED 
! IN OUR DISCUSSION·S r·HAT THEY WOULD FIND THAT THERE WAS 

• i NO BASIS FOR l•HSTRUST • I SAID THA:T We WE'.RE SERIOUS 
1 /.\ND HAD. COME HERE TO SEARCH SER!O:USU( FOR A. JllST SOLU­
: TION TO THE PROBLEMS WHICH FACED US. XUAN THUY NODDED 

• . AND SAID THAT THE\' WERE EQUflLt.Y S.ERIOUS BUT THAT THE 
• FIRST ISSUE W1HC1-l LA'i B'EFOR'E: US 'i{EQU1Ri t 1<'£St>t: 11.t'J 
, WAS THE CESSATION OF BOMBING • 

. .. 
: 3. I SAID r'·HAT I WISHED TO ADDRES_s·· MYSELF TO THAT 

, 

. ' 

VERY ISSUE. ! STATED THA! WE HAD BEEN HERE • 
FOR ALMOST 7 WEEKS AND' HAD HELD 10. MEETINGS AND HAD 

.. . . .. 

.• • • -- .. • •. ! .:.: - • • ··' .... : . .,. . ,•. •' . . 
I' • 

. : . ': : ·... . . . 
. • • • • • • ' •• , ~- I' •• 

· • •• ··., ,'.. '.\ . !!:CRS:I , . • . ;· .. ·· ,. ; 
ta'·. ,• • .;,,.,.,c.:.J ......... :, ;.. .. . . : ► ,,: :•· •• 
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~;NOT MADE ANY PROGRESS. I' SAID I HAD GIVEN SERIOUS 
·!KOllGHI TO TKE PROBLEM AND HAD A SUGGESTION TO MAl<E 
FOR 1HEIR COtJSH)ERATlON. 

:4. 1. THEN OUTLINED OUR PROPOSAL IN THE, ?RECISE ~ANGUAGt 
·.corffAINED IN PARA 1, DEPTEL 1900681 WHICH I Hl1D 
; NE NOR IZ ED., . l ADDED THAT OF COURSE THE DIS CUSS IONS c 

il HAD IN MIND WOULD NEED TO BE CONDUCTED IN PRIVACY--
:°VE:RY PRIVATE,: SECRET SESSIONS. l SAID 'THAT ·IF OUR . 

-~CONVERSATIONS WERE TO BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE, IT WOULD 
·,DESTROY THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. I 'l"HEN ASKED: 0 HOW 
~DOES THIS APPROACH STRIKE YOU IN PRINCIPLE?" BEFORE 
;RESPONDING, XUAN THUY AND HA VAN LAU SPOKE TO EACH 

.~ OTHER IN VIETNAMESE. ·XUAN THUY 'fHEN REPLIED ·rHAT HE 
;WOULD TAKE THE SUGGESTION UNDER CONSIDERATION. 
i 

·: 5'. I THEN S/1.IO THAT I HAD BEEN ?UZZL£D BY CERTAIN 
; RENAR XS MADE BY LE DU C THO A.T OUR LAST MEET 1 NG• 
:·r SAID' THAT, AS· I RECALLED l'f, LEDUC THO HAD SAID: 

·• THAT THE MILITARY SITUATION IN VIET-NAM COULD NOT BE 

. ~ t~~~z~~l~DB~E~~A! ~~r~~~~~ ~~R~Il~r:~~I~~oi~~isrt~f~our 
:; AGREEMENT F'IRST ON A 'POLITICAL SOLUTION; AND THAT HE 
} HOPED A GOOD SOLUTION WOULD BE FOUND. I REMINDED 
i KIM THAT l AGREED WE SHOULD FIND A GOOD SOLUTION AND 
;° THEN ASKED HIM WHAT LE DUO THO -·HAD<lN M!Np. WHEN HE MADE 
i r HESE 'ST A! EME N'f s. I ASKED' DID HE K~j.!..E-·-rfJ Mitm THAT 

.(WE SHOULD PROCEED TO A DISCUSSIO.N--O'F A POLITICAL, .. 
•·.: SETTLEMENT BEFORE: MILITARY MAT'IERS ARE SETTLED'f •• HE 
.): S.6,ID WHAT LE o·uc THO WAS REFERRl~C TO WERE THE ATTACKS 

ON SAIGON AN~ OTHER MILITARY ACTIONS IN THE SOUTH. 
HE WENT ON TO SAY THA!HTHE FIRST THING TO DEAL WITH 

:; HERE WAS STOPPING THE BOMBING SO THAT WE COULD DIS• 
~ CUSS OTHER MATTERS OF INTEREST TO BOTH PARTIES. I 

. j ASKED HIM WHAT HE MEANT. l Al'D, "WHAT' ARE THE OTHER. 
• ~- MATTERS711 HE REPLIED TKA'f THE OTHER MA1.1'ERS WOULD 

INCLUDE: 1) MATTERS CONCERNING A SETTLEMENT IN 
: SOll'fH VJE·T-NAM; 2) RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
; STATES AND THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC Or VIET-NP.Ni AND 
t 3) RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SOUTH 
1 VIET-NAM. HE SAID1 "OF COURSE THtRE ARE MANY MATTERS 

WHICH THZ UNITED STATES \iJOULD WISH TO. RAISE." HE . 
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REPEATED AGAlN THAT DISCUSSION Or THESE MATTERS 
WOULD HAVE TO AWf\ xr, TH~ C~SSAT ION OF no Ma I NG. 

;6. I THEN ASKED WHETr(ER HE UNDERSTOOD MY EARL!F.:R 
,SUGGESTION ON CESSATION ·oF BOMBING AND I SOLICITED 
·ANY QUESTIONS HE MIGHT HAVE TO THAT THERE WOULDS! 

. NO CONF'USTION AS TO THS NA·ruRE Or MY SUGGESTION •. 
·' :HE REF'ERR-ED TO THE JORDEN-LE CONVERSATION t\NO SAID 

• HE FOUND NOTHING OF INTEREST IN THAT CONVERSATION • 
. I REPLIED "THAT WHAT I WAS SUGGESTING WAS SOMETHING 
~DIFFERENT THAN WAS DISCUSSED THERE. 
' ( 
'7. HE THEN SAID HA VAN LAU MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING 
·ro SAY. HA VAN LAU PROCEEDED TO RESTATE MY SUGGESTION. 
'LAU SAID IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT WE WOULD INFORM 
THEM OF A DATE ON WHl CH THE BOMB I NG WOULD BE St"OP?EO. • 
THUY INTER,!ECTED A QUEST ION ASKING IF IT WOULD BE 
PUBLIC. I SAID NO• THAT IT MUST BJ:: PRIVATE. I THE'N. 

.SAlD THAT I WISHED TO REPEAT MY SUGGESTI~N WHICH 
;1 DlD, VERBATIM-HA VAN LAU THEN SAID HE UNDERSTOOD 
fTHE SUGGESTION. . ~ 

8. XUAN .THUY THEN. ASKED WHEN AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN WOULD. 
.BE BACK. I SAID HE WOULD BE BACK ON MONDAY AND WOULD 
.BE HERE FOR NEXT WEDNESDAY•s SESSION. HE -THEN SUG­
'.GESTEO THAT ~T NEXT WEDNESDAY'S MEETING HE ANO 
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FRON VANCE 
I •. • 

AMBASSADOR HARRI!~AN CONDUCT THE- FORMAL SESSION AND THAT 
HA VAN LAU AND I, AND ANY OTHERS WHOM WE WANTED 

: WITH usf 'WOULD GO INTO ANOTHER ROON AT THE· MAJESTIC .j 

·;-TO DISCUSS MY SUGGESTION. I·SAID I: ACCEP1'ED THAT 
; PROPOSAL. THUY SAID THAT THIS WOULD ALLOW ·us TO DEPART 
; THE MEETING PLACE IN THE NORMAL FASHION AND THUS KEEP. 
·"THE SEPARATE MEETING AWAY FROM THE, PRESS. HE THEN 

·: ASKED IF WE HAD AN'{ OTHER SUGGEST ION--LOOX!NG UP •• 
;. TO THE CEILING AND WALL AND GESTURING AS THOUGH TO INDICATE: 

. 1 ·01E ROOM MIG HT BE BUGG ED. .. • 
. . 
i 9. HABIB SAID THAT iANOTkER POSSIBILITY MIGHT BE A PRIVATE 

_ :··MEETING AT A PLACE TO BE· AGREED UPON BETWEEN THE TWO , 
.... - ........ \.SIDES; POINTING Ol)T THAT WE SHOULD NOT CONFINE OURSELVES 

.: ·TO PR 1 VA TE·-/l'IEET HW_S ONLY ON THE OCCAS !ON-·OF···THE FORMAL 
• 'MSETI!vGS. HABIB SAI°D -IT MIGHT°.Bf DESIRABLE 

• 1 FOR VANCE AND AMBASSADOH LAU TO MEE1. MORE FREQUENTLY 
: AND ~OT HAVE; 10 WAIT FOR THE WEDNESDAY MEET.!NGS. I 
• SAID TH.4T l r·AVOR1W THE' Frnsr MEETING BEING HELD NEX'[ 
• WEDNESDAY iN THE MAJESTIC AND THAT. THEREAF'TER WE SHOULD' 
· S2EK TO FIND A MUTUALLY, AGREEABLE PLACE WHERE WE COULD 
; CAHRY ON THE PRIVAT~: DISCUSSIONS 'fO THE END THAT· WE ••• 

WOULD HAVE DISCUSSIONS IN BETWEEN FORMAL MEETINGS. 
AT THIS ?OIWf THUY SAID; ."YOU HAVE MADE·A VERY 
1NTER£ST !NG PROPOSAL. AN.D' WE' \HLL G!VE ·IT SERIOUS · 

• CONSIDERATION." .. .": •. ;_. __ : ·, ·: 
' : . . . . . . . 

-_ . • .. :-: . . _: . :·.::, ·-J~~:--~'.1~~~ ::: : . ~- -----·-·· 
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10. WE THEN'ENGAGED IN SOME INCONSC::QUENTIAL, 1..IGHT 
·: CONVERSArioN· FOR ANOTHER 5 MINUTES.· ... 

• 11. COMl'lENT: XUAN THUY DID NO'f SPECIFICALLY.AGREE 
THAT WE WOULD FOLLOW HIS SUGGESTED PROCEDURE FOR • 

• -NEXT WEDNESDAY, :EVEN THOUGH IT WAS HIS SUGGESTIOIJ AND 
• I .H~D ACCt-:PTED rr .• IT WAS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT HE 

WAS SYMPATHE'fIC TO SUCH DISCllSSIONS:TA!<ING PLACE.-

. 12. I PROPOSE ~JE lNF'ORM THE RUSSIANS Or MY CONVER· 
: SATION WITH THUY. ·rHIS CAN BE DONE THROUGH DOBRYNIN 

AND ZORlN. I SUGGEST IT SHOULD BE DONE BOTH HERE ANO 
•• IN WASH!°NGTON. THIS ttOULD ASSURE THAT ZORIN, WHO IS 
: ON t·HE S?OT AND PRESUMABLY. IN 'fOUCH;WlYH THE NORTH 
'VIETNAMESE, KNOWS WE HAVE PICKED uP;Hrs SUGGESTION 
•• ?RECISELY. PLEASE INFORM US Ir THIS· IS ACCEPTABLE 

. ! so_ THAT WE CAN ARRANGE TO CALL. ON ZORIN. 

. 13·. I TOLD THE AUSTRALIAN OBSERVER, :·ANDERSON, 
·. THt.l' THE TEA BREAX lNCLUD.ED A DISCUSSION OF' THE NEED 

°'.F'OR A PRIVATE MEETING TO EXAMINE THE--?ROS?ECTS FOR. 
i BRINGING ABOUT A CESSA'fION OF''BOMBING I\ND RELATE:D . 
1 MATTERS. I TOLD HIM.THAT !HUY HAS THE MAT'fER UNDER 
: CONSlDERATlON BUT I DlDN'.T KNOW WHEN HE WILL RES?OND 
: OR W KAT HIS A !>1SWER . WILL·. BE. • ........ . ............. _. . 
"7_-f4". FOR.THE. sou1· H V !ET NAME SE OBSERVE~S_, __ .. wz .. :W-OULD 
, !.NTEND ro INFORM' Bur··orEM'ALONE' THAT AT THE COFrE:E 
: BREAK WE DISCUSSED. WITH THUY THE DESIRABILITY OF DIS-
~ CUSSING BOMBING CESSATlON· AND RELATED MATTERS ?RlVA!EL'f. 
• WE WOULD SAY THAT THUY HAS ·IT UNDER '.CONSIOERATION. 
} THIS lS ·tis F'AR ·As WE WOULD CARRY IT ;HERE WITH DIEM •. 
:" WF. SUGG.EST THAT ANYTHING FURTHER BE :TAKEN U? DIRECTLY 
:. WITK PRESIDENT THIEU AND WILL. LEAVE :rr TO DEPARTMENT 
; TO DECIDE HOW F'AR TO GO. PL.EASE: INFORM US OF YOUR 

• :. DECISION .IN T.HIS REGARD. · • • ,. 
t • •·. . . 
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:·. JS. FOR OTHER TCC'S WE WILL BE: GENERALLY NON- . 
:· INFO.RMATIVE ON THE TEA. BREAK EXCEPT 1!0 SAY THAT lT . ~ . ____ . 

. ~ FOLLOWED ?ATTERN•:Or INFORMAL· CONTACT: AS BEFORE • .---......---

. . : VANCE. • • •. '·.< :, •. .. ··:. ·. ... .. • ... .'-~--l~--=:-.--~--- . • .. · ~· 
• • •• • • -· ., •••• ·: • : •••• , '·: • y •• ; • • • • ::-: ."'"{,' •. •'. =-. ; . ~· )· . :· : .. . . •;· " 

~-·· =... •• .·:.: .• ~~· .. :.:\~'.· .:_~-.:r;.. .; • ::>·: ... • . .-\ . .-.:;···.~:·.;·· __ •.. _, .... ·.~ 
_ i •. . , •. '·. ~.f't;. '--~~(;8ET.. ,· .. ;.·•··T ... · .. ····• .. -· .. , .... • 

,· ... 1.. . •,' 
I ..... . : 

•'· I 

__ 1· 

' . ' 

'} 
I 
I 

. i 



• I • I . , 
• 







MR. PUSlDENT: 

W .... eday. J- 26, 19'8 
1:00 p. m. 

la thla draft C.W., for yoa.r clearaace, 
Nick Kataetlbacla ral••• witla Baaker tbe reaaou 
for c...t•naa a fvtber poelp-mnt of TW..•a 
Ylalt &o the U. S. 

sEcnT-auaclameet . w. ao.tew 

Apprond ___ _ 

Dlaappwwed __ _ 

Call me ----

OECLASSFIED 
White House Guldellnes, Fe~~i J;j_'J 
By-,/1 ~ , NARA, Date -' 



4 I . . . . ... . 
... ' ,, TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS OlVlSlON 

! 

I 
!, 

INFO: 

t rrcr 1 • 

lunembaesy SAIGON PRIORITY 

hnemhasoy PARIS .PRtOB.ITY' DBCLASSlFIPD 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

:·· STATE • State Dept. Guide~ 
By ~ , NARA, Dete 1:_?YO \ · NODIS 

PARIS i'ODEL __ For Vance and Habib 

Eye~ Only for Ambose4do~ from Acting Secretary. 

: 1. Wo 1'lt'e approa ng the time at whtch you have totd Thieu. 

and we have told Bui Diem, that ~e voul.d reach a.fbt. fina.1 
.: ! I 

; 

• decision on tho '1'h1 u v1o1t. with thG datea July 23-2.4-l'"oi: a . 

week.one va11or the ot~er•-ae the last onea mentioned. 

! 
1

•• ·z .. Unfortun telY•.· a corf.ea of· developments and evolving juds­

'inento ha~e aow make us increai,ingly ekepticat. that the 'rla1t 

'coutd be h2Ld without 'the kind of~ demonatrationa that 

'

1

woutd negate ita v.1·lue to both of us. Specificalty: 

c. • Tile ending of· the I'oor People' a Campaign ha& Gt1.tt 

left s~ d truica in Washington, and t.bat campaLgn di.d , 

predtct.'1bly tske on an ~nti•Viet-Nam aspoct toward the end. 
I 

, Certainty w wero wise, in hlndaight, not to schedule tho visit 

at or naar the asmo, time aa the final demonstration here l&st wee~. 

:AiWPBundy·:·mk o/25/68 

• 000 • S cy. Cl 

S/S • 

423S The Acting Secre.~ar3 

ord White Houoe • Mr. Rostov 
., 

SFOQIIP 
Correction, ~ .. d~ on oripio1I green ·MUST be made on this end other 

flim5y work copies before delivery lo Telocommunic11ion, O~tAlion, Oivi,ion 

.. 
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b. We have had a ote. dily increasing aeries of incidents•• 

for~unate.ly without much publicf.ty--wh.era small. mi.norlty groups have 

:acte.d against v1sitoro a~d d.ipt~.ta. The Shah of Iran wa.s heckl.:,d in 
I 

CetubrLdge and Chicago, and tbere·have been a opate of incidente 

involving the bea.ting up of 4 French diplomat, the burning of the 
I 
I 

Turkish Ambassador's car,. and aueh. Our .iecurity people have some 

indi~tlons ttult the opeciflc nationality groups responsible for these 

ac.tions ere in touch with each other and with tho SDS-1h1.ch ia the. 

spearhead.of anti•Viet•Nsm 1demoastrat10Q effort~ 
I 

c. In specific term~ of a achedute that included New York, 

Los Angeles, Sa~ Fronef.eco 1 aqd Honolulu, -0u.r security people now have 
' ; 

a formidable liet of actf.•Viet1•Nsm groups which, in their judgment 1 

wouLd. be· likely to turn ~ut •,nd. tr" to ca\1sa tiooublo of a &ignifi.eant 

nature. along the line. 

d. In g~ner~1. there is increasing evidence we that tha more 
• I 

extreme anti-Vi.et-Nam et~nta a.re becoming more _ection-mi.nded and a 

touch desperate &s they see· a aitu.ation in which their c.andtdste now 

appesrs to atand little:chance st the Democratic Convention. Thi& is 

taking the form of suggestlons of student ~nd other action at the 

convention it6elf. It.would be our judgment tbat. if a ~hieu visit were 
I • • 

OS-322A 
Corrc,tion, mid• on ori~8JIQill!MJST b• made on lhl, and olher 

flimsy work copi•s before d•livery lo Tele,ommuni,1lioru Oporations Oivi,ion 
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if? cf" 

announc~d. the fl eame groupa would v ew that as a he.s.ven-sent occaai.on 

to Cltlke tb.eir point about ~h.e strensth of opposition to the war 1n the 
' eyes of the televielo~ ~smera& and·ogaiost a man who Lacks strong 

popularity h~re. 

3. Alt t~se points relate to t,h.e specific cha.nee of ·hostile demonstra• 

t1ons that would. aat the pu.bti.city tone. of the occasion. But more 

broadly, the general otate of opinion here is favorable to the Paris 

talks :ond a. ,ewhst. more D)'mpsthetic generally on Viet•Nasn. We fear that 
. . -

•• a Thieu visit• fa-r from helping in eit~er dir·eetion, uoutd tend to 

re•kiridle pa.ssiona now domant and that whateve.r he might aay•-on which 

he-woul.d have to take int.o account hi.& VietnGZnese audtence••e.ould not be . . 
I , 

regarcwd a& anything but firm, Specifically, we coutd see him being hit 
• • I 

hard w1tb emba.rrasoing questions· shout dea.ltng w-ith the NLP' • that he is 

in no poai~ion to answer et the present time fr01n a dome t1c standpoint 

in the lis~t of the k1nd of sentiment reflected in the Aantml\ltidot 
I I I . · 

lt.asembly' o ·treatment of Huong yestcrday-•whatever he might in fact be 

. ready to do privately. Cet'·talnly• OU?' l)resent i:eading is that the chances 

of a speec~ to the Co~ress or of a r.eal\7 favo~ablo an4 friendty 
' 

reception there would not,be sr~at. 

I 
t'OfO,I DS-3'22A 
a.ea. . 

• I 
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4. Meanwhile, our reading of the. political situation.in Saigon suggeate 

considerable doubt' 1i1hether .Thie\.t would be wise to plan on leaving a.t 

this iqint in tJ.ny c:ttse. We Wlderstand. and accept the judgments you have 

Gteted ·in your 30844 .on the degree of strain between Thleu and Ky, but 

we also have the faeling tlat a tot of the hand is not played out and 

that there may be si nificaat de.volopmen·ts that could further strein the 

relatlonship. Easically,it seems to UB that,if Thieu were to announce 

s visit her~ early ia July and then make it tn t~ late July, it.would 

toe~ extent inhibit his 4ctiont dur.ing this period from any standpoint. 

and· .thtlt hf.s absence ft:om Saf.gon would be edgy in h1.a own mi.nd and open 

to alt sorts of unhappy poss1.bitities at your end. tf things had settled 

down~ Ky wer~ reaoonably happy. and Huong had moved into a reasonably 

s.trong po41.ti.on, tl\at would be ·4· di.f fe.rent picture, but we. do not see 

this state of affaire so having any asaurance of ex1$ting by mid or tate 

July. 
uncerta1n 

5. Finally. the military pr~spects are eure1y very/~<f'aa 

we loo~ to the next month, Jhe possibltity stll1 hangs over us of 
· Abrams' 

furth.er attacks tn Saigon> and/~~ judgm.sot--as you know•-1a that 

t-r.=m4 nometh ng against the. northern c1.t1.ea could well come toward the 

end of July. All ia a11 1 a 1continuing worrisome state of aff~i~e on the 

Corroc:lion, mado on origi~t'tf?~'t'\UST bo macle on this and olher 

:.~:,.. 0S,322A flim1y work copic, bofor• delivery to Telecommunic~lion, O~r•liocu 0ivi,ion 
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»itit6~y front generatly and on tho S~igon front in particular sec~s to 

be the p~ospect. Thieu's absence from his count~y during any m1l1tary 

ft.a.re•up would ce.rtainty not be_ useful in terms of his own image or in 

t.enns of GVN effectiveness. 

6. Atl these negative factors mean that wo ere now decidedly ~esetved 
\ 

over tl\e_ whole value and wisdom of the trip at tbia point. Rene.et we. 

feel the, need: t.o give you these thoughts a..nd to get your own views, 

covering such po1nt.o l:IG.a 

flow ctroogly you think Th:tcu now feels about letting• the 

visit ~11.p; 

b. ;What klnd of argument or discussion would be moat helpful 

in movies the matter in t.hii diract~on~ 

c. Whether further. and 1n effect 1ndefinit4, postponement 

·co~ld be uaefuLly t'1ttig ted-•partlcutarty ae to the appearance of 

consultat1on-•e1ther by high-level visits from here or Paris, or by a 

ab.ort Tltieu trip to Honolulu •. 

End. 

Correetlons mado on origin~\il,J.'1¢tusT b• mad• on this •nd oth•r 
llimsy work copiei be.fore deliv•ry lo Tolecornmunicalion, Oporatlon, 0ivi,ion 
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SUBJECT 1. • CURRENT RELATIONS BETWEEN· 'PRESIDENT 

THIEU ANO VICE PRESIDENT KY . 

2. VICE PRESIDENT KY•S PLAN'TO 

PUBLISH DAILY NEWSPAPER. 
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(SUM~ARY: VICE PRESIDENT KY THINKS THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT 

FACES MANY PR03LEMS AND .EXPECTS PRESIDENT °THIEU SOONER OR .. , 

LATER TO RECALL Hli1 CKY) TO F°ULL POWER to SAVE THE SITUATION. 

HE HAS OBSERVED THAT IN THE _?AST TWO WEEKS THIEU HAS VISIBLY 
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CHANGED HIS ATTITUDE TOWARD HIM AND IS ALSO SPENDING MORE 

TIME IJ.1 ITH MILITARY OFFICERS. KY PLANS TO BEGIN SPONSORING 

COVERTLY A DAILY NEWSPAPER, PUBLICATION OF WHICH IS TO 

BEGIN ON 15 JULY. HE HAS ASKED AIR FORCE LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

TRAN DO CUNG TO SERVE AS PUBLISHER AND BUSINESS MANAGER 

AND AIR FORCE LIEUTENANT COLONEL vu DUC.VINH TO·SERVE AS 
·' 

EDITOR. ENO SUMMARY.) 

1. DURING A DISCUSSION ON 24 JUNE WITH AIR FORCE 

·LIEUTENANT COLONELS TRAN DO CUNG AND VU DUC VINH, WHOM HE 
. 

HAD SUMMONED TO INDEPENDENCE PALACE, VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN 

CAO KY SAID HE SAW HARD TIMES AHEAD FOR THE TRAN VAN HUONG 

GOVERN~1ENT AND CITED AS ISSUES 'AND PROBLEMS FACING IT, Cl) 

THE WEAKNESS "AND LACK or COHESION OF THE HUONG CABINET' 

C2) THE DISSATISFACTION OF THICH TRI QUANG•s MILITANT-. 

BUDDHIST FOLLOWERS, C3) THE UNREST AMONG THE STUDENTS, AND 

C4) THE PROBABLY THIRD-WAVE VIET CONG ATTACK ON SAIGON. 

HE RULED OUT THE POSSIBILITY OF A COUP AND SAID HIS FORCES 

AND SUPPORTERS WOULD HAVE TO WAIT FORD-DAY, WHICH HE 

DESCRIBED AS THE DAY WHEN PRESIDENT THIEU WOULD BE FORCED 

TO RECALL KY TO FULL POWER, PERHAPS BY AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 
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TO ENABLE KY TO SERVE SIMULTANEOUSLY AS. BOTH VICE PRESIDENT 

AND PRIME MINISTER. 

2. KY COMMENTED THAT THIEU HAD VISIBLY CHANGED HIS 

ATTITUDE TOWARD Hit1 DURING THE PAST rwo WEEKS. THIEU, KY 

CONTINUED, HAS INVITED HIM TO MANY FUNCTIONS AND CEREMONIES 
. . 

HE CKY) HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY ATTENDED AND TOOK SP~CIAL EFFORT 

TO HAVE KY AT THE RECENT PROMOTION OF GENERAL OFFICERS. KY 

ADDED THAT THIEU SEEMED TO BE MOVING AWAY FROM CIVILIAN 

POLITICIANS AND TO BE SPENDING MORE TIME WITH MILITARY 

OFFICERS AND THAT THIEU WAS ALSO INVITING MORE GENERAL 

OFFICERS TO HIS PRESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS THAN HE HAS DONE IN 

THE ?AST. 

3. KY TOLD THE TWO OFFICERS HE HAS DECIDED IT IS NOW 

NECESSARY FOR HIM TO SPONSOR COVERTLY A DAILY NEWSPAPER. 

THE TIME IS R~?E, HE SAID, FOR A "DIGNIFIED" NEWSPAPER WHICH 

WOULD PROVIDE OBJECT IVE NEWS COVERAGE AND. BE ABLE TO DISPEL 

VICIOUS RUMORS ABOUT SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL FIGURES AND 
( . 

D~GING RUMORS ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR. KY SAID HE 

WANTS A WELL-WRITTEN NEWSPAPER THE 'PEOPLE. COULD RELY ON, WITH 

AN EDITORIAL POLICY BASED ON ANTI-COMMU~I~M AND SOCIAL 
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••• RE.FORM--, WHICH WOULD BE INDEPENDENT AND NOT FOR ANY PART !CUL.AR 

INDIVIDUAL. THE PAPER WOULD BE DESIGNED FOR MASS CIRCULATION 

AND, ALTHOUGH HE IS NOT INTERESTED IN HAVING lT MAKE A PROFIT, 

HE WOL~D HOPE IT WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL ENOUGH TO BE SELF~ 

SUSTAINING. KY ASKED VINH TO. SERVE AS EDITOR AND TO FIND 

SOME SERIOUS, ABLE JOURNALISTS TO WORK ~ITH HIM,. AND HE 

OFFERED CUNG THE POSITION OF PUBLISHER AND BUSINESS MANAGER. 

KY TOLD CUNG TO PURCHASE THE NAME AND FILES OF "NHAN DA.N CTHE 

PEOPLE)," WHICH SUSPENDED OPERA! ION LAST.~YEAR, AND TO RENT 

OFFICE SPACE IN GIA LONG, WHERE MANY ·OTHER NEWSPAPERS HAVE 

THEIR OFFICES.· PUBLICATION, KY SAID ,I.S TO BEGIN ON 

15 JULY 1968. 

4. CUNG TOLD KY THAT HE (CUNG> MIGHT NEED PROTECTION 

FROM HIS POL.IT !CAL ADVERSARIES SINCE HE ·.MADE A LOT OF ENEMIES . 
WHILE HE WAS RUNNING THE STATE-OWNED SUPERMARKETS IN HIS. 

CAPACIT;r' AS FORME.R CHIEF. OF THE SUPPLY Q IRE CT ORATE AND SINCE 

HE IS STILL ON ACTIVE DUTY. KY RESPONDED THAT CUNG SHOULD 

Ul..TIMATEt.Y RESIGN FRot1 THE.,AIR FORCE ~tJ1: THAT, AS AN INTERIM 

MEASURE, HE WOULD BE TRANSFERRED QUIET~~ TO THE OFFICE OF 

THE VICE PRESIDENT. 
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25X1A 5. COMMENT: VINH IS CURRENTLY DIRECTOR GENERAL 

OF THE VIETNAMESE BROADCAST ING SYSTEM. :cuNG, NOW ASSIGNED 

TO THE VETERANS MINISTRY, IS ONE OF TWO _·OFFICERS WHOM PRIME 

MINISTER HUONG REPORTED!. Y WISHES TO ·PROSECUTE FOR CORRUPTION. • I 
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INFORMATION 

!ECRE'F 

Wedneaday, June Z6, 1968 
11:B a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a rather careful State 
Department aummary of world attitude ■ 

toward ■ the Pari• tallu. I have marked 
key pa••a&••• 

W. W. Ro■tow 

,SECB~ 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
White House Guideline , Feb. 2 , 1 
By-'7;-• NARA, Date Z.,,;e-feL,, 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE . 

Washlniton, D.C. 20520 

June 25, 1968 
-SECY• 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Summary of World Attitudes Toward 
the Paris Talks 

The following summary of responses to State 
181228, a request for assessment by all Chiefs of 
Mission of host country private-and public opinion 
as it relates to the U.S. and North Vietnamese 
position in Paris, has been prepared from the 
telegrams received and the summaries prepared by 
each regional Bureau. 

At Tab A there is a list of suggestions of 
specific ways by which the United.States might gain 
greater attention for the efforts of our Delegation 
in Paris. 

At Tab B there is a summary by region of the 
effect of the Paris talks on· attitudes toward the 
U.S. in Viet-Nam. 

~,.twf?t};_4,t. 
Jo~~P. Walsh 

-Deputy Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

Tab A - List of Suggestions 

Tab B - Summary by Region 

DECLASS1FIED 
E.O. 12958; Sec. 3.5 

State Dept. Guidelinos 
By-fL-, N~, Date 1·-3.-i)l 
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WORLD ATTITUDES TOWARDS PARIS TALKS 

SUMMARY 

~.~.;;~ .. ~hb,.e_fs.;:i.0£::lik$:§MU:•.J:1:g,yg..d.ndi:cated.;.mbat-::,"t®~~a:te 
~2i.~H~_;,_G.ili~-,'..guJJ.,.;s:i;ang~-50£~Embas&~apabil:U.:i.~·a;:.@•~.~.Aur 

_ .. £~§JJ~t2FL.,4.£-c.cJ: h.E},:::£ari szI.alk-s:-.:kno.wn,-;.;anct.J.m~:,l~I'.-&..to.od..Jly.,,.::P.9 tJJ, 
~t~.!.S.kc!..~§~_n.d_-;.-,.the::..p.ublic;,.:a:.:Anti'"Arneri·t:~n:.pres:sure::..o~e.~« 

._¥~.t:~~QM.,%dimi.ni:§@Lt;~app_:rg~&l>.l~~.:-~~§.P~~~pec.f~i:1;1-;y 
~...Yl',Q{WJ.""'i:';..~w.~h~esi.dent.ls..._Mar_ch:-.;.Jv..:speech.,~r De le-
gation' s -E.~tiJ~.U.~§~~obvt.ou-~incEfr.H:yU;.i~~1;e-em:±m.gl..e..:.a.,~ . 
co_nt_-,;;~;,;P.XQRa8andisti~postureroL:~the1 ... C..Qimm,m;Ls_t_~ ~ 
lt~e same time, our Yietn•-~@1,.,ru.lie~in:tF~s~Asi~~-have ~--been, 
re as.sured-,. b~:L.nnne ~'arid'"dii't:eririlnat-r'o~f ..;:_the.:,:.l.Jni. ted 

's~~~~gati.on.tto~place"Lth~alks·.:~om,;a:-:-r.eal.is~ti.c.,·:bq§J§.,. 
Many of our Ambassadors pointed out that ttie=tr.enct.:.:t:oward 
m~-.:iJ:.:f;J,Y.Q.f.ahl.~ti.t.~rid~4.tnd~r.st:=anaingiof~Qu~_q§J.~J..-on 
~o:t-i"l~;~!?~,);~1.\.Eeng~1:,;_~b.o.uld~-the,?-Uriited:::.seates'1;;stimulate·:.furtH'er 
§J{P.~t:f-,.~i::CY-~t:~~: .. .:!-!!~t~.;:::..ab_§~nc.e~£.;;iother-:rdramat-i-ct:and:~s1gnifi~ 

~~~nt'' .. diaJtg···e·~.-,-i _ _n...-.:the.~:actuaL:.sittia'tioii4n~Par!'s~or:::..v4.-:-et:.:.Nam;· 
-,,G.~-~-!i>-~~ __, ._ .... J,~ 

Present Level of Contact and Method of Presenting the 
US Position 

All our posts replied that they are giving~QY~~~~gQtt!!_~~~g 

{<9.S.. iJ.). 01! .) .. r.>:---.? ari.~"' .. f.lJ.k!.:,;_e.mp,ha.si:sra~:ai.:l~bncac.fs.~.:w1th,~fio st- ~ 
-~-•- . .V- •• ......._"-•-·i;,-'<C, .... "- .. ...., •• ,,,~~ :.,4 

. ~Z~Inrn ___ e.~~~;,9.E (i £!.? .. kur_o.JlL&.hi·ef s:;,:of~i.State:::1evel::.:OnI:down ;:, ':.ahd . 
{_s\t:~a,~i:P.&-:cP~-t9,pp_a]-i.ti-.~-s..L.OJJ_t .. ~J.de1 .. of.:-:goverill'nemt,. Different 
E'mbassies have used differing techniques tailored to the circum­
stp-nces in each country. Some posts have established regular 
weekly briefings of Foreign Ministry officials~ others meet 
with foreign officials each time there is a significant develop­
ment such as a session of the talks, while others forward 
speeches by Ambassador Harriman and other materials related 

§fQ?P~ 
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to the talks by letter from the Ambassador or by aide memoire. 
A number of Ambassadors pointed out that they use the subjects 
of the Paris talks and the situation in Viet-Nam whenever they 
are called upon to make public addresses. 

USIS activities in support of the talks have been exten­
sive, and many special projects have been initiated. The most 
of ten used format i sv~~RE:.:-,.~~~~}sJy;;.J,LS.J...S.:bul~l~,tt..n.:i.s.§J.!~~·:;i.n--m9..~ 
~ount~rie .s ,., . whijSlJ..::)1~.1? . ..:.g.Jnai ling .... li st.,,of,2newspape·nnenfr'govern"- . 

~~fi:ift£t.!.t[i'il$.~~,pr.ofes.sors;-,:,,.publ-ic~::.opinion1.,:le.aders.;:~:.1and_..othe1:s~ 
Some posts have established a selected list for Viet-Nam 
materi·a1 of non-government personages influential in opinion 
molding and mail them specially designed material. One post 
reported it made up looseleaf booklets on the talks and dis­
tributed copies to journalists. As the talks progress, 
additional material for inclusion in the booklets is sent out. 
In sum, USIS has used its full range of capabilities to dissemi­
nJte the materials it has received f·rom USIA Washington or from 
P~ris. 
- I 

I 

Problem of Mobilizing Support for the US Position 

~~,eiffis».-~t;_y~ mobilizing world-wide support for the 
US position or against Hanoi intransigence lies in the fact 
that ' wi.tb;;;tb~~Ti~o~PE--as~a:um,g..:;m_t;q~~:c?.gs;}:.bf. C, 
f91::t~, .. ,.~E_!-_~!.~P:.;;E~~t: _1?.e..,~.:~~~E:,;,~~'1.t~ ~t~~_m._t~et ~Nam-~news; ;and~£i nd s 

it:J:1~f:J~g.,r.i:§~!:_?1-1~;J?,gr.iµg~ Paradoxically, however, many of our • 
Ambassadors -indi cat'e .. -that tlle ;,£1.,a~of.::..--i:ute~~t¥~fn~£e:e"'Narn'""'::i~r 

l"'.:.E.e.£~~~£!.Al-.:,.;t.~~i:-~int.e.J;~.s.t:_$..~i?.n~L.:Wc;!l:'.rLt.~-~~~~~y_t~~~f~tnat:.::w.ftlj, 
~1=.!-.illlY::.ill~"a~..,;;;E~.Y~Y-!t~-~-o .... t, . .tb..e.....de.bate-·-li-ke ly'"'WOuld .,:.reacti.vate).- __ _ 

E.:.~.!.~;..;:.ic;:~~!~t.h_~~~--.E,<?l.~ .. ;;.:L_n..:.,.\Ll.et..-i-.Nam.,.and ·:;reviVe7~cal-ls-Lf·or.i.further::;...-
v.:$.C.HB.!-lBte;:.~.s.2F..£.~~!.2.~:., 

Just a few months ago the countries of Western Europe 
were the scene of massive demonstrations against US actions 

SilfiMg_il 
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·in Viet-Nam. Beginning.at the time of the President's March 31 
speech, left-wing agitators in Europe have found that the 
reasonable U.S. posture has taken the wind out of their sails. 
T~\l¥~a&r~~~.makU!:~9E~.~~P.1~.>::-t::tf.~~~~~-t::.:~m'l.Q.hw . 
ea~~o,eSMRp,o.~b~UhS~~hab&.±et-Nalll"1iews·<->has'""-been.:L1:el~ 

ate to h~ hac .. . P. ~~Thus major new moves to focus atten­
tion on the talks may actually redound to our disadvantage unless 
they are carefully conceived and wisely executed. Activities 
designed by the US to stimulate interest in the talks must be . 
carefully selected to contrast Hanoi's intransigence and military 
intensification with the constructive, realistic US position 
of restraint and other measures of de-escalation. 

It would appear that most regular lines of contact between 
governments and USIS capabilities are already being heavily 
utilized. Further intensification of the-se activities are 
n9t likely to obtain the results desired and may in fact be 
c9unter-productive. Of course, there are refinements in our 
present presentations and programs that can and should be made, 
but short of another dramatic--perhaps even unorthodox--act 
such as the March 31 speech, there are few activities which by 
themselves would turn a significant section of world opinion 
one way or the other. 

Another problem we face is.;;~~M~£1!k~Y:,~EA:·-}YitY~,;:-!D1 
r~e~U!!1_g_,.,.._the~tffi&..e.x.,~ox:e::m1:t.-L:f t:an~1;:;mor·e~:pol•i.ti-cally:1tact:L1tte 

~fJ~~P!;_:f[~fa~X.:..£~~~-tti .. ~~• In the g7eat maJor~ty of countries_, 
0p._;-..i;..122E£e.§.e.~~--§~h5Y3tt!'B!:...~~9 ..... S~~§~\!1-~1=.B~PJID.'l.l.-D~:l-Ilg•ti:th.e;_;;_gQve:r.n~ 
m_1~;!;,:J~-~~£.$h~~J.,\?,'.,~Jj._t;:_~:;:;~~~ad.~~c-~nd,:;corrime·rei·al :...:gtoupS",i.i.c arid-:,, 

~f'ftiS.t?kll.-.-~J}.iE:Qt-~~~-J~.e~,~F$,,;_.9f.,_.op3::n:J::9n.::-:-.:,-~_1:i~_:1:10.~::1!·;~;.~E.gt:ts.o.f __ ;.;'.OUr 
-tff f ort'C-:.;::.ol'..:.t.he:i-easoiiao.f enes S'--it,f"'"criit""'"'•p'••os'ic'-ron:-'-·•rfi"'Tari s"",~arid ~ ~--~~-·-~--
i~Yt~t.:.~~qt. 1soy;._,Jg.ffg1.:t~em;..--no~d1~-penet·r&ee.._:;;be.lo\11 .. :thi-&-

..d.:,i~~ The most obvious effect of our inability to i~fluence 
grass roots opinion is the apn.ili:.~.1:el.u~t.anc.e...;~y:.;,·nat.J...qnal 
~e.r.a•~®lli.'1.~-~.;~e.~.!/2~1£-L<;because:--'(i~domesti~Jfo-~:it"i:cal 

.&2,p~r,...ku.as~~h.e..i.r.t_,~1.ief ss~:m(i;i..:ftil::.J.T~i'td 
~ol.y dt,o-.support..:.J:.be .JJS....anck.conde~Hano~·JJ.l Sweden the 
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ptsh from the younger left-oriented political activitists 
has already caused officials to take a position dead-set 
against the US in order to hold left-wing support. According 
to our Charge in Stockholm, the arguments in Paris are not 
expected to have any effect. 

1 ,Ei,"~e.~'ll.rer,.'l;:2%:&f?XE~EE!·\~~~,I!;;;!fl~§..£!~..&.."<;f;r,.oIJt.;;l.,illi.s.ts~;; • .thef~ 
r~!-~,,S!.I.!£~ .. ~.t2~..e.£k.~Q1g; .. .:l~h.ciJ..f.:~b.e.c.au.~§..,;_9...f~o.mesti:c.~-cons•i:dera--

.L;!B.£.ed~~-~2:mep,EJ.}?,.l}f,SLJ?.Y..<'~illany ... Amba&s.ado..r.s~"IEJ.espe.ci:al.Ly..;;,,th,Q§J~.d-ru,­
~~-s.,~ ~~---,_,. deliliJ.9p~d._,£.Q.l:!IJ.t.ti.e.s.,.::;..:Wi:.~.h:~tl;lJ;,;,La.dmo.DitJ..:.QU.~~tQ.me t:i.IBg__s.. 
~~1\~~sf.ft.c .. ~J:l~f~~§.iir~e~§.,.~t-i.c::ii~~e}V"..t~r~ve:~f"·:J.nte!-~:s~ 

. 4k..1:...~, .. t_h~_;,,s.t.a...l~~:ahQuts".whe-re.ri;t,:..,rzj;s~naw,i:and:;.;le.t-""tr.t.he:;:.N.o.r..th-.;JJ.i-et-na.me•s·e 
De 1 e _g at i .ougrit.inue.1,tSn9Mt.-1a1ct-i:oni.:Snf.~ 

-~'?i•",;a., •◄ Y,1 

I 
Trends in Attitudes 

Pre-occupation with other issues such as civil strife in 
France and the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Bobby Kennedy has tended to reduce the impact of the talks. 
The most noteworthy trend since the talks began would appear 
to be that .R_i~_t.:,~~;,f.i.h~~1,~E.~~gy..,.:~d~~~ni§.bg_g~~~u.s.ue;.;·.that 
_ca:n -,b.e . .., used to motivate anti-Americafu;p.xo.te~t:.;;.'be..§.ReS:..i:ally...::i}n 
v ..... ~ ... 4:r ... :.1.-;:.£,.: .. ",,.,.,.t- . • -.,~..:..·---.;: .. t"" .. ~-.;- •. ,~_., •. ~~:,;,~~ ..... "'J;;_~.-~.u;:~i:....i-~..,.-:-.~ .. -,.o,..: ..,----·-· _,. •• 

~l!I.QP~::...1'.ne-~tall<s'rfavif. also permitted those governments under 
domestic pressure to pass resolutions against American actions 
in Viet-Nam to counter by pointing out that it would not be 
proper to officially take sides while the talks are in progress . 

. As the t~lks continue, the patience and obvious sincerity 
of the US Delegation contrasts very favorably with the intransi­
gence of the North Vietnamese Delegation. Apparently-this has 
convinced most informed opinion world-wide of the propagandis­
tic nature of Hanoi's position. However, ~_£g~Q~lq::£Ri!lt<l,ll 
~~1,S;;H;, .. -EJ..~;'.~@~~,t~~:~:!:,_t;l:£"::tQ{).!;?£$:Otne:h.m,x::e.varyt.!}i~g:-:cr_.vi l-1-wor,Jc 

~~.;;,?~~J...2n.&~c!;~t-h.~lks•-continue:;::::_~~i-@the~alks.aeent-±nue .... wifff 

..-et&fl 
,tr,, 
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J.n.,Easts&s:ii·a:thean~ofvmher.:&:l~4n;rV4et~ 
at,.1,,d.,..."a.t ~}!~.r.i_g_.;-teng_,~~..;Z.b.e..:.a::.mi..~:;coL-d.mage~of~ha~f £urope~ 

~~i-~~~.)=ti~-:li~g!n9..i9g:i.9f.~hi?.z.t:.i\.lks;,,-.-.;:ffiU.@_Qf~t~p_l;_~ll::.,g'(l,<i,r 
"°g~~e;t:~~-~t., -~~ ~d~F-~-IJ..i Jb.....-.. ~h~,~-e. C~lLG..eXP..~Qy_er,:..tbe.:..:.p_QS s ibi 13.:ty 
:;a:_h~a:~"'!,:lf~~~~~ tec;l c$Sat~~~~..l!!.9...:i.l)_O.-t.::.:.stand;...f.i-rm..:i n;!it:;he, ... ne·got:i!§­
J:.i.on_s, )~ad _be~-~ l·'p_;:~i c t!P..&· -pxolonged--::talksi?tposs."i.!bl,y..,-•wf th~fuw 

;:rifsuftts-:.~<.T[Q.at.i..eo.c~.)-·OJ:>ViOJ.lS_;..Sincerity;:e£ir-inness~ancf.:.·aet·efiM­
~'f'1_Qp~,.of,;-..tJJ.e.s;lJDited~Sta~es'--:~e·l~_gaE,i~~~~f~c~nna-lKi='-of.1' 
~~ldist-~ifs-i!g?.th'av~e-n~reassuring ;:.Jtt 

ii:ISX&l 
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SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTIONS TO MOBILIZE 
WORLD OPINION AGAINST HANOI'S PARIS POSTURE 

CUL)...ED FROM RESPONSES TO STATE 181228 

A. Suggested actions by President Johnson, the Department 
of State or our Delegation in Paris. 

1. Secretary Rusk could take over as temporary head 
of ·Paris Delegation to publicize seriousness of 
talks. 

2. Circular letter from President Johnson to all 
Heads of State. 

3. Department might provide field with a list of 
possible options, in order of priority, should 
Hanoi remain intransigent and Chiefs of Mission 
could call on Heads of State to get their reactions. 

4. To make any impact and illustrate our constructive 
proposals in contrast to negativism of Hanoi will 
require a dramatic and perhaps unorthodox approach. 
Perhaps President Johnson might consider a radio 
and television address utilizing VOA and TELSTAR 
directed explicitly to America's world-wide con­
stituency. A dignified report and a call for a 
constructive approach on the part of Hanoi might 
set forth the issues be~ter than any other effort 
in recent past. 

5. Provide a periodic ·classified report on progress 
of talks, originating from Ambassador Harriman, 
for delivery through Missions to.most senior 
officials of foreign governments. 

6. Statement from a high-level non-US source that 
the world still awaits positive North Vietnamese 
response to US de-escaiati_o_n_-- - - - -. Also should 
be done by US spokesmen and-in-the United.Nations; 
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7. 

8. 

9 .• 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

A tour of appropriate capitals by high-level US 
officials. 

Meeting of TCC Foreign Ministers on the effort 
in Paris. 

Our.Embassy in Paris and the Delegation should 
regularly brief Latin American Ambassadors in 
Paris, using Vance and Harriman for occasional 
dramatic effect. 

Secretary Rusk or Ambassador Harriman could give 
in Washington a high-level briefing on the talks 

.2 

to either Latin American Ambassadors or Ambassadors 
to OAS. 

Stimulate AFL-CIO leadership to develop dialogue 
wi th_··labor counterparts. 

Pass more CAS material to friendly governments. 

Keep Ambassador Harriman and Ambassador Vance 
on the spot in Paris as continuing evidence of 
importance US attaches to talks. Continue to 
be patient, etc., and Hanoi will continue to 
demonstrate insincerity. 

Opinion in the Francophone states is largely 
influenced by the French press, like Le Monde. 
Can we get less anti-American AFP and French 
press coverage? 

Ambassadors Bunker and Harriman highly thought 
of in Indonesia. Visit by.Bunker on vacation 
or visit throughout Asia by Harriman to sample 
opinion would be helpful. • 
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16. Approach nonaligned Asian leaders to ask whether 
they have any specific thoughts in mind as to how 
the talks in Paris could be moved to more fruitful 
phase. 

17. Any stress on North Vietnamese activities in Laos 
is a plus and will serve to increase uneasiness 
about the North Vietnamese role in South Viet"Nam 
as only "patriotic." 

18. Statement from world-wide national leaders urging 
North Viet-Nam to respond constructively may be. 
helpful in letting North Viet-Nam know that its 
negative stand is adversely affecting world opinion. 

19. Utilize forum of nonaligned powers, which are having 
a preliminary meeting in Addis Ababa next month. 

20. Unilateral cessation of bombing of the North. 

21. Get something from North Viet-Nam that could be 
represented as a concession, and then stop all 
bombing of North Viet-Nam·. 

22. A public appeal by President Thieu to world 
opinion for an end of Viet Cong inhuman murder 
of Saigon civilian population which serves no 
military objective. 

23. Briefings for African Ambassadors in Washington 
and New York. Should be in French for French­
speaking group. 

24. We should encourage closer contact between African 
countries and East Asian countries which support 
the United States. 

Si@ et -



B. Suggested actions to improve dissemination of material 
beneficial to· the American position. 

4 

1. Accelerate the program to invite Latin American TV, 
radio and news representatives to Viet-Nam. 

2. USIS to provide daily one-minute film clips on 
indiscriminate Viet Cong brutality at a time when 
the United States has been pressured by world 
opinion to cease bombing the North. Would also 
include talks. 

3. USIS wireless file should carry more quotes and 
statements by Chiefs of State and other world 
leaders in favor of the US position. 

4. USIS wireless file should carry concise summaries 
of the talks, with columnar format outlining the 
US position and North Vietnamese response, and the 
same for the North Vietnamese position. 

5. A half-hour film on the talks by Ambassador Harriman. 

6. USIS material should give greater attention to how 
peace will affect particular area interests, i.e., 
Latin America. 

7. Articles under Ambassador Vance's by-line (or Ambassa­
dor Harriman's?) for use in Turkey. 

8. Assistant Secretary I.eddy suggested an incre~se in 
transmission to Eastern Europe•of coverage of the 
talks. 

rt ilil!Si 



EFFECT OF PARIS TALKS ON ATTITUDES 
TOWARD US IN VIET-NAM BY AREA 

East-Asia 

The Paris talks have not significantly changed attitudes 
toward the US involvement in Viet-Nam among the six troop­
contributing and other nations of East Asia and the Pacific, 
which in general have given strong support. However, the 
patient but firm position of the US-negotiators in the course 
of the talks has·. been of significant help in assuring the 
nations of the area that the United States, in going to the 
negotiating table, was not preparing to di-sengage from the 
war as a prelude to a total reassessment of the US role in 
East Asia. 

There is a feeling that the talks are merely a tactical 
ploy on the part of Hanoi and that any settlement in Paris 
will reflect the outcome of the fighting in Viet-Nam. At 
the same time, there is sympathy with US objectives in having 
the talks and hope that the talks will not be terminated 
before Hanoi's intentions have been thoroughly probed. Our 
allies with troops in Viet-Nam would support a military response 
to increased Communist military activity in the South. Also, 
a senior Malaysian official has expressed understanding and • 
acceptance of w~atever military response the US would have to 
make at this time. But large segments of public opinion 
would be dismayed at a significant escalation in military 
activity. 

Japan presents a special problem in East Asia as the 
Japanese are most interested in seeing what they view as 
an irreversible trend t~ward peaceful resolution of the con­
flict continue; they pay little heed to the merits of the 
arg:uments in Paris. The Japanese pub~ic would probably applaud 
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f~ther unilateral concessions on our part if they should lead 
to real progress in Paris, although the government and con­
servatives likely would have misgivings. Conversely, even the 
leadership would be reluctant to endorse publicly any intensi­
fication of the conflict on our part. 

Burma's-attitude toward the US reportedly has been 
improved by the fact that we have been able to get North 
Viet-Nam to the conference table. 

Western Europe 

The President's March 31 speech received a generally 
sympathetic response throughout Europe. It marked a turning 
point in public and private attitudes toward United St~tes 
Viet-Nam poficy and in the debate surrounding that policy. 
The President '.s· peace offer (coupled with his own decision 
not to seek the Presidency in the interest of pursuing that 
offer) substantially improved the political and public climate 
existing at the time by making quite clear the genuine resolve 
of the United States to negotiate an honorable peace with Hano~. 

1 The subsequent Pa~is talks have reinforced this view. 
The United States profited from the general sense of relief 
most Europeans felt when the talks finally advanced to the 
conference table. We further profited from the fact that the 
talks were the result of ·an American initiative. Beyond that, 
sirice the talks have commenced, the positions taken in Paris 
present to Europeans a rather sharp contrast which also serves 
our interests. On the one hand there is the reasonabie US 
position and on the other North Vietnamese intransigean.ce . 

. There is no evidence to be adduced from this which 
suggests any shift of sympathy since March 31 to the. United 
States on the pa~t of former critics. There continues to be 
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considerable opposition in Europe to our position in Viet-Nam. 
It is most vocal in Scandinavia, although it seems to decrease 
in intensity as one moves south. However, it is clear, that 
developments since the President's address have created a 
better understanding of our desire to end the war. In view 
of the intense criticism the United States faced in various 
Western European countries some months ago, the fact that many 
Europeans nqw discern and accept this fact represents a sub­
stantial net gain. Many honest but anguished Europeans, 
officials, the clergy, students and academicians were previously 
highly critical of the United States-. Many of these same 
people have now moderated their views. While this is less 
true for extremist·elements, the President's speech and the 
Paris talks have served, to a large extent, to take the wind 
out of their sails. At the same time there may be a greater 
willingness to take a more objective or at least factual view 
of the fighting. The critical reaction to the rocket attacks 
on Saigon are a case in point. 

There are, of course, other elements in this picture. 
European preoccupation with student riots, unrest in France 
and the assassination of Senator Kennedy have, more recently, 
tended to turn public attention away from the Paris talks. 
They have increased public concern about violence in today's 

· world but they have also changed the focus of that concern 
from Viet-Nam alone. Thus the problem looms less large on 
the international scene. 

However; that may be, there is no question that since 
March 31 our determination to seek a peaceful solution and 
our sincerity of purpose in this respect is no longer ques­
tioned by many Europeans. As a result the United States is 
in a better position in Western Europe, in terms of public 
and private opinion, than at any previous time during the 
last twelve to eighteen months. 

9EC&1 
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Although the initial positive effects of the President's 
speech and the opening of the talks may tend to dissipate 
as time goes on, it seems reasonable·to conclude that at this 
juncture, barring a breakdown in the talks or some other 
unfavorable development of major consequence, there will be 
no drastic shift in the present attitudes of Western Europeans. 
Opinion would, of course, change swiftly - and for the worse -
if the talks were to break off in stalemate. 

. . 
One other point should be mentioned here. From first 

hand experience with communist tactics, Western European~ 
generally expect prolonged and difficult negotiations. 
Western Europeans might be expected to exercise patience 
since they anticipate no visible results for some time. 
aut the possibility of pressures developing for one-sided 
concessions by the United Sta~es can by no means be excluded, 
particularly if the negotiations drag on throughout the 
summer without si~ns of progress while heavy fighting continues. 

Eastern Europe and the USSR 

There· is little to assess as concerns public and private 
Qpinion in Eastern Europe and the USSR. 

The nations of the Communist East did welcome the 
beginning of the Paris talks, but they ascribed this to Hanoi's 
initiative and to US tacit admission of defeat. They showed 
signs of feeling the same sense of relief as the West that talks 
were finally underway. Beyond this, there may be some under­
standing of the United States obligation to defend South Viet­
Nam, and, among the more sophisticated leadership, some appre­
ciation of what is at stake in Viet-Nam. But by and large 
public and private opinion in this are~ of Europe can only 
be characterized as negative. In private and public the 
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position is ~hat the United States is the aggressor in 
Viet-Nam. Anything less would completely undercut the 
~deological position of the Communist East. 

Near East 

In general the posts in the Arab states reported, as 
would be expected, that the officials and public are 
preoccupied by their own problems, especially the Arab­
Israeli situation. However, (excepc for Southern Yemen) 
the officials and some of the other opinion leaders seem· 
to fully understand and sympathize with our position at 
the Paris talks. The press is less sympathetic, but generally 
balanced, and the man in the street is preoccupied by more 
sensational recent developments and apparently quite bored 
with the Paris talks. New Delhi reported that over the last 
few months, public and private Indian attitudes toward the 
~.s. position in Viet-Nam have moyed considerably•in our 
favor. 

Western Hemisphere 

Most of the nations in this hemisphere tend to see 
events in Viet-Nam and at the Paris talks from the U.S. 
point of view .. This is due in part to the La.tin American 
press' heavy reliance on the US wire services, AP and UPI. 
More fundamental perhaps, is the appreciation noted by 
Embassy Georgetown that the wellbeing of the countries in 
this hemisphere is somehow tied to that of the United States. 

Yet, a consistent theme in many of the Embassies' reports 
was that the local populace felt remote from the events in 
Viet-Nam and Paris. General public reactions in the hemis­
phere seem to vary from apathy coupled with ignorance (in 
the smaller, less sophisticated countries like Barbados, 
El Salvador, and Haiti) to an informed awareness, but detach­
ment (in the larger, or more sophisticated countries like 
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Argentina and Uruguay). Argentina was recently awakened to 
the brutality of the Vie~ Cong by the recent murder of a 
La Nacion reporter whose trip to Saigon was facilitated by 
USIS. 

Several posts, including La Paz, Quito, and.Tegucigalpa, 
found that local concern was related to an awareness that 
US aid commitments under the Alliance for Progress were 
likely to suffer from the War's effects. 

Embassy Caracas notes that while there is little s~pathy 
with the North Vietnamese position, there is also an uneasiness 
about the US involvement. Georgetown and Mexico City mentioned 
that local government leaders, while supporting US policies 
privately, have sought to avoid public identification with them 
so as not to draw fire from the Left. 

Most Latin A;nerican leaders appear to have a-realistic 
view of the difficulties in the negotiations, and anti-American 
agitation is not a problem. The leaders of at least three 
countries (Bolivia, Paraguay, and Nicaragua) felt that the 
US should do more on the battlefield, and in Nicaragua there 
is a particularly notable cynicism that the Paris talks will 
succeed. 

Africa 

Thirty of the African governments have positions ranging 
from strong support through neutrality to indifference due to 
preoccupation with other matters. Our efforts in these cases 
have been reasonably successful either in confirming a 
favorable attitude or in maintaining our position in the face 
of neutrality or indifference. A discernible and in a few 
cases dramatic improvement in the understanding of our views 
is implicit in a fair n\.llllber of t~e reports. 
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·Nine African governments (four of whom have no diplomatic 
relations with us) remain critical of our position. Current 
efforts beginning with the Presid.ent 's speech and continuing 
during the Paris. talks have yet to change substantially views 
which have been deeply and emotionally held by the leadership 
of these states. 
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We4Ma4ay, JUM 2', 19'8 
11:00 a. m. 

~ PllESIDENT: 

Herewith a a.mmary of PMl Ha'-l1>'• t.eleplloM call aboa loMy'• Pana 
111eella1, wlaldl e..S.d at 9 :30 a. m. oar time. 

i. Tbe formal atatameat froai the etbar dde wa• pan Nllerpla&e. 

J. Tu t:Glfff break waa ''exinmely llltenatlas": 

-- fer the Jlrat time, Tllay •~ue•tad the c.a .. break: 

-- Vaace ud Hablb ••re at a table with Tluay aad Las. their No. 3 maa. 
(n. waa aot tben. Ta.. thoqlat croa•N my mlad tbat ba mlpt 
be la Moacow.) 

-- Cy conred tlle two pela&a tut we wlebed to prebe. First, tbe 
fellow- .. oa TM•• remark of wt ... k that a pelltlcal •ettl•maat 
aholald pnca4e mllltary acdaa. 1'llay n■p•d•cl tbat tMn coald 
of coar•• be talk• el a pelitlcal ..Wemeat altar a total belllblaa 
ceaaatl-. Sec_., the A-B f•1D111&. 

4. Habib...,. tut lt waa clear that Tay wa• aatldpatla1 Va.ace•• rale1■1 
ol thb formwa. Vwe did ao la U.. wlth tbe lutructl .. wldcl:l yo. cleared 
,eatenay, la .... nl terma. Tlmy wu onleuly mw:h latenned 1-t coaflud 
blmNlf to n■lt .. tutu.., WCNld "" '' "DINt carefal ....., ... 

5. Tllay tllea made a pNCNaal •-ad-. Al tM •xt wllaa, 
acbaclale41 for aext WedMaday, be a'" that he UMI Hanhnaa carry oa tbe 
f•mal ••CIIUIOlle bat tut Laa aad Vaace meet ••,aratiely b9t ~y 
for the whole duatioa of the meetlq ratbar tbaa rnarely for a coUM lweak. 
TIil• w-14. et couM, nb8taallally expaad U. oppntmftle• fu priftte 
uch•••._ 0, AW we woud cwl .. r tllelr pepee■l. 

C., tbea raiMd the claalraWUty el more fnca-111 prlY&t.e meetl-.• 
ratller Uaaa merely U.. We ... uay •••el-. Tlaay wa• aot dlnc:Uy re■.--ft 
but eald Wa propNal "co.td be couldered. " 
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6. la aaa.t. we an &ppdaaly laaclled oa aa expl•atha dlndly 
el the A-B feranala. 

1. We aball be ptdaf Cy•• owa r ... l't ol all tlda allo~y. a■ well u 
Ill■ ncom"NIMlatl ... lacbllll ... appaNlllly. racemmeadadoa oa lunr we 
appnacla ti. auaau -naa u.. comllll --"• ,-nape• Zena. 

w. w.Jtoatew 



ML PRESIDENT, 

WecblaH&y, J- 26, 1961 
11:00 a.m. 

Staie tall• me we will aooa Uft a 
Helll'J Kl•alapa---s.1--.y cOllffJPAtloa la 
tbeaameftla. 

S.llll1My bu Wtbarto bees pretty 1loo"'Y 
abcMlt a Nnl.emeat acceptable to••· 

I'll lorward wlaaa ncelftd. 

VI. W. Bonow 

Attacluneat 
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YY NOR . 
0147: VIET-JOURNALIST: 

HONG KONG, JUNE 26 CREUT£RS>--THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE 
PREPARED TO SETTLE FOR A Tt(PE OF SOUTH VI£'fNAM£SE GOVERNMENT WHICH 
wAS A~CEPTABLE TO THE WEST, THE EAST AND THE SOUTH VIET-
INAMESE, ACCORDING TO AUSTRA~IAN JOURNALIST WILFRED BURCHETT. 

BURCHETT, ~HO IS CLOSE TO NORTH VIETNAMESE-LEADERS, HAS COVERED 
THE PARIS VIETNAMESE PEACE TALKS BUT IS NOW IN BRITAIN. 

"I DOW t THINK THE NORTH VIJ::'CNAMESE ARE INTERESTED IN CREATING 
THE CONDITIONS IN WHICH IT IS INEVITABLE THAT THERE IS TO BE SOME 
COMMUNIST-ORIENTED GOVERNMENT IN'SOUTH VIETNAM," HE SAID IN AN 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THIS WEEK•s FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW. 

"THIS. IS SOMETHING THEY WOULD CERTAINLY PREFER, BUT IN THE 
INTEREST OF BRINGING ABOUT THE END OF THE LONG STRUGGLE FOR 
INDEPENDENCE, THEY ARE PREPARED TO SETTLE FOR A TYPE OF GOVERNMENT 
WHICH IS ENIIRELY ACCEPTABLE TO·THE WEST, TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
AND TO THE EAST AS WELL," BURCHETT SAID. 
;; REUTERS CD/EB 
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A1lnON 

Mr. Pn■Ldelll: 

........ ,. J- 2', 1968 -- 9:00 a.m. r 
f~ 

Clark Clifford called thla mnallli wltll the foll..,laa polat• __. 
q•lltl-■ l.nJOL 

l. Gea • .Jolaa■oa retire• at mld■l1M .JIily 2 •• CJalef ef Staff ol tbe 
Army. Clifford le told that lt la cutomuy &ad tradltloaal for tile nt~lq 
CJalef of Staff to H ,a.,.. a Dletlaswlehed S.nlce Meclal 1ty the Pre■W-t at 
tbe Walte Houa. Hl• .... ttoa l■: WCHll4,.. air•• to 1m Ciea. J-.... a 
DSM at a ■mall Wlllt. a .... ceremoay OD 1111, 2 7 

Yea ------... ____ _ 
Call me ---

z. We■tmonluMI take• ewer a.a Clalef of Staff, Army. oa ... .._.._y, 
J111y J, 11&-..1.aa arrlftd la Wulllaatea oa 11•-•Y or ~1141ay. It la trultloaal 
tllat tile Chief ef Staff ef tu Anny 1,e awora la at the Peeu1.._ Bat lt woa14 
al■o flt c .. tom 1f ya ware to award We■tmorelalld a DSM for Ill• 4 year• ef 
■erTlce la Y&..mem, Clllfon recommead• tJaat ,01140 thla at a ■mall Wlllte 
e .... cenm-, after ,_ retu-a fr9111 you- 4th of JIily week.nd: Af, 
JIily I or 9. Hla 41•.U... tberefore, la: Do.,.. wlala te award Weat, a 
DSM at a Wlllte a .... cenmaay oa JIily I or 91 

cc: a. Cllrlatlaa 
J. Jou■ 

wwaoat.w:_rla 

., .. -----.. ____ _ 
Call me ---

w . •. llo■tow 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: braeli Cabinet Statement 

Wedne■day, June 26, 1968 

Following up our luncheon conver■ation and your chat with Evron ; . f 1'7>Y /fa 
last rreninl, I wi■h to bring to your attention a pre•• relea■e authorized 
by the I■raeli Cabinet (attached). It comes in the wake of Dayan.'s 
unfortunate ■tatement la■t week that larael could not accept the November 
UN re■olution. It puts Dayan lD his place and reaffirmJJ Eban's interpre-
tation of the re■olution, saying that I■rael would na1otiat• final border■ 
■omewhere between the June 4 line■ and the present cease-fire linea. 

Epple Evron says we ought to read thi■ three ways. Of course, 
it'• mainly a dome■tic political document meant to c:urb Dayan. But it 
was alao written in the knowledge that the Jordaniana have a■ked for a 
clarification of Israel's po■ltion on withdrawal. FlDally, it wae is ■ued 
to let the world ce>mrn,Jnity know that Iarael baa not renounced its 
acquiescence in the UN Security Council re■olution. 

Thia will ■till leave the Arab■ skeptical . The other ei4ie of the 
picture Eppie put to you la■t night ls that the Araba don't believe the 
Israelis are wllliq to withdraw under any circw:n■tances. If we sent an 
emissary to Israel, his fir■t Job would be to extract from E■hkol some 
kind of assurance that Israel would withdraw to reaaonable boundariea-­
in the context of a general aettlement--that we could make credible to 
Naaser. Even if the Egyptian■ are Ju•t pretendlq not to believe that 
Iarael will withdraw, we need some aort of unqualified Israeli statement 
before we can call their bluff. 

I don't mean to overrate the poaltion the Cabinet ha■ taken. It'• 
basically a re■tatement of the familiar line. But ■ince the Israelis will 
throw it at us from time to time, I thouaht you ahould be aware of it-­
and of our feeling that it's useful but still not as straightforward as 
we'd like. 
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PRESS RELEAS.E ISSUED BY 
ISllAELI FOREIGN MINISTRY FOLLOWING 

CABINET MEETING OF JUNE ZJ. 

The Iaraell Cabinet today 1ave full and emphatic eador••m•nt 
to the po•ltloa taken 1ty rorelp Minlater Abba Eban on the problem of 
larael'• future IMNndari•• and on bl• luerpretatiaa of the Secv.rlty 
Coancil'• reaolution of November 22. 1967. 

The Oo.-ernmellt reafftrm.d tho atatemellta on thh nl»Ject made 
to the Secvrity Council aad the Kn•••• y the Forelp Mlnlater and the 
Iaraell dele1ate to the UN l>etweea Ncwember ZI, 1967, and May 29, 1961. 

In th••• atatemant• Mr. Eb&D had declared that while the situation 
of June 4 coald not be reatorecl. brul waa willlq to ne1otlat• ''aecure aJld 
recopdaed boundari•• 11 with uch Arab at&te •• part of the peunnakt .. 
proc:•••• 

On November 15 the US Jtepnamataltve ad •spl•lnecl that th• term 
•·••cure and recopalaecl boundarl••" whidl appear• ln two draft•, one 
American and one Brltlell, meant an aar•N bomulary cllfferentr:'from th• 
pr•Yl. ... armlltic• line and from the preeeat ceaae-flre line.• 

In the Cabinet diacuealon today, lt waa made clear that penoaal 
view• a:pre■ •ed 1ty Mlnhter• in a ,any ~ c01&ld not in any way 
affect the vallcllty of autborised •tat•ment• lty the Prime Mlnlater or 
Forelp Minlater. YaPterday the Prime Mildater made a ,-bllc atatement 
to thh .Sect. 

• Thi• la an 0Yer1tm.ilflcatloa of Arthur Goldber1. Hi• laquaa• carefv.lly 
did not u.clude any a1rNd territorial aettlement. Thia make• lt appear 
that he ezcluded Jun.e 4 line• (the ' 1prmou arml•tlc• line' ). W • haYe 
objected. But tlle atplllcant point l9 that thi• refer• back to th• time ln 
New York when Ooldber1 waa t.Ulq Hua1eln that we thoup.t h• ought to 
1•t mo■t of the Weet Bank 'back. 
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INFORMATION 

Wedneaday - June Z6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Tho Ba.rrlentoa Viait and Economic Aasiatanc:e 

Bolivia bad a $7 ml.Ilion deficit in 1 %7 and mar have an additional 
$10 million l.n 1968. The de!lcita are due principally to a drop in 
tin price•• the coat of puttilli down the Guevara. guerrillas, a decllne 
1n revenues from the nationalized mlnes, and delay l.D implementation 
of planned revenue measures. 

The Bolivian. aaked ,u for budgetary help laat year, and Covey Oli.-er 
reluctantly agreed to continue them on the dole (they were .-uppoaed 
to come off 01a Ja11uary 1, 1968) prOTi~ed they took .. u-belp measure• 
to cover part of the deficit. The deal worked out after month• of 
negotiations ha• these element•: 

l. The US would authorize a $4. S million supporting 
a•slstance loan for budget support in 1968 And ap­
prove standby authority to use up to $9 million in 
1969 and 1970 from PL 460 local currency genera­
tions. 

Z. The Bolivians would implement fiscal relorm 
meaaurea; lncreaae revenaes by 25S ill 1968; 
reduce 1968 •ponding by 12~ under plaCDed levels; 
eatabliah Uahter control• over .!ree •pendiq 
autonomoa.• agencie•i aad con.tlnae IMF drawing 
ollgiblllty. 

By late Mar. the loan. wa• 011 the verge of being signed. The Bolivians 
had talcen all the •el!-help measares except the key re•---enue-rablng 10% 
import surtax. bat seemed ready to do that. Then Prealdent Barrientos 
ran lnto •ome ~Utlcal flak with students, teacher• and military plotting. 
He did not want fu increase political tenaione with the surtax. so ?Oat­
poned action unt(l he bad the •ituatlon well in band. But after taking care 
o.! bia troubles, he continued to delar. • 

SANmZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6-

NLJ Qf·?Yl 
:Br~ NARA. Date 3-ll--t>~ 
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• we .ban tha dhtlnct lmpre••lon 
~~Te~laey~•~r 11111e..-::te~i-P"o~~r111111r~•ll!lln~t""o••~v~i~•~lt to the Ranch. We ■uapect 
bb adYiser• have told him that by t:a.Udng to y~u. he can probably aet 
th• budi:•t ■upport money wi~ut impo■lng ~urtax. He may also 
thlnk he can 1•t yoa to move thee de•1elopment loan■ (road•, com­
munity development, avi:ltion) •hlch AID la holding back until Bolivia 
get. it• f!uncl&l bou.se in order because each ca.lla for a sizeable 
local contribution. 

Ali) has told the Bolivians th.4t the FY 1968 SA money mu■t be oblig­
ated by June 30 or lt bp•es, ;i:ad tho ?rospect• for FY 1969 money 
are moat uncertain. Amba•aaJor Henderaon report■ that evezi these 
£acts ol life have not perauaded them to move on the surtax . 

O'nlea ■ the Bolivians have a chanie of heart between now and Sanday, 
President Barrientos mar try to u■e the Ranch visit to engage in sub­
atantivo talks. We "Nill try to di.scour&&e this. 

In reviewing the background, Blll Bowdler concludes that AlD's ln­
aistenco on aoll-help measure• ls just.1fied from an economic •tAnd­
?olnt, but it does not givo due wolght to polltic~l !actors. Bill thlnit.s 
we :3hould hold firm on the import surtu. but be more forthcomlnl 
on the threo developmont loans sine.;, they would hel? to au.gar-coat 
t~o aurta.x !or Bolivian publlc o;,inion. 

WGB:mm . 
• 



INFORMATION 

Wedne•day, June 26, 1968 

NOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I thought you mlsht be lntereeted ln 
•••lnl the column that Peregrine Worat­
horne wrote after hi■ interview wlth you. 
It la attached. 

w. W. Roetow 

Att 
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WASHINGTON, Saturday . 

11HE assassination of an incumb- • 
. ent President throws history 

forward, hurrying it on in a brutal, 
unex~ctcd lurch. The present is 
forced, before its proper time, to 
-~ive way precipitately to the future. 
But the assassination of a leading 
Prcsidcntial"aspirant, especially one • 
so celebrated and renowned as 
Robert Kennedy, has the opposite 
cffecL It throws history backward 
with a viol~nt lurch, aborting the 
future and rejuvenating the present. 
The heir apparent is dead; long 
live the king. 

In this case, long live L.B.J. It 
is a:.tonishin3 l10w the death ot the : 
second Kennedy, likt! the death of 
the first, has had the effect of 
summoning Lyndon Johnson from 
the slfadows. 

How could it be otherwise? 
~obby's death has done n1ore than 
place a polite moratorium on poli­
ticking for a few days. With any 
other death, that might be all. But 
the death of Bobby has already be- • 
come the stufI of which legends 
arc made. When he was alive no­
body really believed that he had 
much chance of winning the Presi­
dency. But in death it is different. 
Already he is being talked about as 
if what happ.:ned at Los Angeles 
was the snuffing out • of a new 
Kennedy era wh"icli now will never· 
dawn. • 

This campai:;n is going to be 
like '"Haml\!t" without the Prince 
of Denmark: it has alrcadv. almost 
at its outset. reached its cmotion.11 
climax· in a dca_th which ls likely to 
be infinitely more m~morablc than 
anythini that is likely to follow. 
Out of it will emerge in November 
a new Presidcn1, Nixon or Hum­
phrey or • possibly Rockefeller or 
McCarthy, but it is difficult to be­
lieve that his inauguration will be 
as spectacular, or move th~ mil-· 
lions so much, as the funeral of the 
man ·who was shot in June. ln 
other words. the feelings -of prom- • 1 
isc, of expectation, of excitement, 
of glad, confident morning being 

. about to dawn again. all the fecl­
in;;s which campaigns are meant 
to cnsendcr, arc miserably absent 
today. • • 

L.B.J. is acutely aware of this: 
a~utelv aware. that the assassina­
tion, by transform in:; the na t11re n.( 
the campaign from a spring-like 
dcmocraui: rite! _a kind of maypole . 
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. Why L.B.J. sees 
harde.ning a 

,,. 

on Vietnam 
I. , 

I .. 

..... . 

from Vlorslhorne 
• ritual of rejuvenation, into some- The kind. of conversation one 

th(ng more like an autun1nal wake, hears in some American homes 
has denied the American body might seem to justify these • hopes, 
politic something. which it desper- but this kind of talk is not heard 
ately needs:' and, more important, in the Oval Room, and my advice 
made it necessary for him to play to anybody who holds this view is 

. a. far more vigorous part on the not even to whisper it between 
natiom.l scene than would other- those curving walls. The reaction is 

• wise have bceo • the ·case. • terrible to experience, a baleful 
Most • emphatically, therefore, - silence which seems to fall the great 

• President Johnson is not a lame room more overpoweringly than· the 
duck. That tall; heavy figure, loudest explosion. 

: slumped in his • Oval Room arm- For one visitor this silence is· 
• . chait, long legs outstretched, is still broken by the telephone ringing, 

the m:in in charge, ·and far from the sound coming from the foot-
• power having begun to ebb away stool. The President leans forward · 
into other hand3, the tide seems to to slide up a panel which reveals a 
be movin; in the opposite direc- complex of buttons. The receiver 
tion .. Once again, as in the after- is grasped in the mighty hand and 
math of the earlier tragedy, the· a message passes. "Excuse me," the 
people need him: once again fate President says,· frowning heavily, 
has· singled him out to rally a "I have an important visitor who 
shocked nation. The assassination, needs to see me urgently, but you 
by destroying the' promise of_· the . stay right there." • 
future, has c_o~ccntrateq hopes on Moments pass in. mounting ten• 
t~e pres~nt, . &!ven L_.B.J. a !!CW sion until the· door swings open, 
lease of hf.? which he 1s determined and in• toddles Lyndon Junior. 
to use to the full. aged one, plus his mum to 

it, a younger man in • the White 
House? Well, ther:e he is'." And 
there he was, a· tiny: figure, looking 
for a moment rather lost in the 
great chair, frowning, perplexed, as 
if pondering on p~ace and war. 

It was . stranjety moving.·' A 
baby. symbolic o~·•innocencc, in the 
hot scat from which one day may 
come the order , to destroy the 
world. 

It was bedtime now. The 
inrant and mother departed and the·; 
President, before returninit to his 1 

chair, switched on the radio. The . : 
voice of Mrs. Martin Luther King 
filled the room with a call for the 
end of the Vietna:n war. That was 
switched off quickly. without com• . 
ment. How can the \\·ar be ended'? 
A nobody who thinks that the 
American people ai·e going to walk 
out on their commitment to the 
South ·Vietnamese mus·t have ·been 

' .. 
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~ menca s will 

bid the President goodnight. It is 
a touching scene. The President 
starts chanting "Pat-a-cake, pat-a­
t:ake." and the infant gurgles 
ddi.:htedly. Then the infant starts 
lui·ching towards the President's 
desk, behind whiL·h arc the le,·ers 
of power in the form of red, white 

• talking to ihc. wrong people,_ to )he 
fainthearts .. The President knew the 
real American people who would 
never tolerate such dishonour, and 
·any President who asked tl)cm to 
would spark off such a furious 
reaction Qf Right-cous indignation 
that liberal America really would 
be cndan;ered. Vicrnam is still the main aru 

for action. and this rcrJortcr can 
state in the most authoriiati,·c man• 
·ner that L.B.J.· has not decided to 

• throw in the' sponge and utterly. 
rejects the idea that America"s will 
to carrv on the war has been irre­
parably· broken. 

Talk in the President's room at 
the White Hou,;e today is not about 
diplomatic concessions. The feeling 
is that enough of these have already 
b.!en made. with no results so far. 
All the North Vietnamese have 
done to date in Paris is to ·• read 
out the telephone book "-a White 
Hoes.: euphemism for diplomatic 
stonewalling-while stepping up the 
war on the ground. Clearly Hanoi 
has coc.dud.:d from all the liberal 
fainrh.::ar:s that America has had 
cnou~h and thJt LB.J. is lookin~ 
dcsper;itdy for a \\1ay Olli. howev<?'i­
humi!i;nin;. 

and blue telephones. • • 
"Watch out for the tele• 

phones! " shouts the President. 
But too late. The infant has 

already delightedly unhooked the 
red one, and is gurgling into it 
while shaking the· receiver like a 
rattle. Could it be the hot line? Is 
Mr. Kosygin at the other end? Or 
Harold Wilson'? Or the strategic 
Air Force'? Could this be the but­
ton? Delicious conjectures .. 

Naughty, • naughty Lyndon 
Junior is recaptured by his 
adoring grandfather and placed in 
the presidential chair behind the 
desk. pen thrust into his hand and 
a State paper pushed under his 
n0sc. ·• That·s \~h:it thcv w<1nt, isn't· 

Sharp • questions 
Do the liber.11s realise that? 

Ha\'e they. considered. the political 
implications of a humiliated and 
angry Army returning home con• 
vinced thi\t they had- been '"stab• ,. 
bed in_ the back "1- Can they not . 
realise how· the Right wing of the 
Republican party would exploit 
such a development,. or how it • 
would contribut<; to swelling the cry 
for authoritarian lcad.:rship? 

. Do they not sec the danger? 
And cannot Hanoi' see rh~ danger . 

• I 

of their vicious terror tactics in • - ., 
Saigon, while the Americans hav~ 
hal,t.!d the bombin~ of Hanoi'? Did 
they not realise how quick 1y popu-
lar pr~ssurc in ,\mcri..:a wC1uld 
niounl for rcta!iaticn. and how Jilli-



~-?peal for the Kennedy vote, prom-
1 ■1ng to espouse all the radical 
cau•e_!_ of the dead Senator. Hara 

·was a contender for the Re~ublican • 
• nomination explicitry promising to 

do everything which only a few days 
earlier:· the • most prominent con• 
tender for the Democratic nomina• 
tion had been promising to do. 

I . . 
. As for McCarthy he, too, has 

·started campaigning again. But the 
main point· of McCarthy was to act 
as Robert Kennedy's conscience. 
That was his role: to . act as the 
Kennedy pace-setter. to p"ush him 
forward .down the liberal paths a. 
little faster than he wanted to go; 
But" now that K~nnedy is no more, 

. • McCart_tiy is."an actor 'in search of 
another role. 

Nixon and Humphrey, the two· 
fav·ourites. are still biding their 
time. • No doubt they are working 
hard behind the scen~s. But poli• 
tics have somehow lost their savour. 
The taste for battle has been !fated 
by blo9d. That is why L.B.J., who i~ 
not in_ the lists, seems today the. 
only .man in American politics with· 
a '·dear part to play and a will to 
play it. 

Strange acts 

Relief from Vietnam: carrying his grandson, Pa~rick Lyndon Nugen~, 
the President arrins to spend the weekend at ~he L.B.J. ranch 

Finally, a word about Senator 
Edward Kennedy. Last week I ex­
pressed the view that be would be 
ill-advised to- pick up the family•s 
Presidential torch. It seemed to me 
that the. Kennedy style of . heroic 
leadership· ·was injecting a toxic 
element ·into the body politic 
which had become highly· danger• 
ous. These fears were confirmed by 
the. spectacular neo-imperial scale 
of the funeral, which went far 
beyond what. was suitable to hon•. 
our the memory of the dead man. cult. it would . be for the White 

Hoµse to go on resisting that pres­
sure or how much less inclined to 

·i::esi$t it a Republican Administra-
tion would be, if one was returned 
in ijovember? •. Wh_o would. really 
have been the gainer if all_ the lib­
er:al agitation to get ·rid ~f t.B.J. 
only • resulted in America getting 
Richard Nixon? 

This is the kind of question 
• which is being asked in ttie White 
House. The questions are all the 
more formidable when put in a slow 
Texan drawl and combined with a 

• basilisk stare. The President seems 
con·vinc·ed .that the indiscriminate 
rocketing of Saigon, whicli has 
already killed 132 civilians and 
wounded more than a thousand, 

. coming after his own speech of 
March 31 limiting the bombing and 
announcing his own withdrawal 
from the electoral race. is bringini 
about a profound change of heart in 
America about the Vietnam war. He 
does not believe that the peace-at• 
any-price brigade need any longer 
be taken seriously. 

This does not mean that there 
is any question of breaking off the 
peace talks: But it does· mc:10 that 

• they can be conducted~ from the 
American side, from a much firmer 

• domestic political base than anyone 
would have deemed possible a few 
weeks a~o. . 

Before A\"erclt Harriman wenl 

to Paris there was a final briefing 
of him by the President in which 
he was told,- with, the utmost 
solemnity, to· pay no .regard what• 
soever to the state of American 
public opinion. It begins· to look as 
-if President Johnson may"_ well have • 
known what he was· talking· about. 
He himself· ·bas .never faken the 
.. faintheartst' very se~io4sly, _and 
least seriously • of all those who 
were foolish . enough to· withdraw 
their _support of th~ war at the time 
of the Tet offensive. Such fickle­
n·css struck him as dismayingly un• 
American, and un-British, too. 

To one visit~r,.at any· rate, this 
last reference was all t_oo compre­
hensible: That visitor did- not bat 
an eyelid, but he felt rather worm• 
like and wished that President 
Johnson had more than one grand­
child who could come "in to break 
the awkward tension with some 
furthe! happy bedtime frolics. 

President Johnson is an extra­
ordinary man, large in every way. 
By all the normal rules of the poli-

• tical game he should be beginning 
slowly to fade away into· the wings. 
Yet it is the candidates who 
seem somehow to be fading away, 
wraith-like figures whose ·voices-get 
ever fainter, even when they. try 
raising them, as. Rockefeller did 
earlier in ·the week. • 

His was an extraordin.try • rcr.­
fonnance. • He made a nation-,~ide 

It looked very much· as if. the 
family ·were determined to stay at 
the centre of the public stage. Why,· 
fo~ example, the day after the 
funeral. did Senator Edward Ken• 
riedy and •his. wife visit the office 
of CBS to watch a television play• 
back of the entire proceedings?- It, 
seemed strange as an act" of ·mourn• 
ing and only comprehensible· in 
terms of a man concerned with his 
public . image. Again, what was the 
point of the dead Senator's tcenaic 
son walking down the entire length 
of the funeral train introducing 
himself to each guest with the 
words " I am Joe Kennedy," as iC • 
he were soliciting votes? It :ill' 
looked as if another chapter was in 
the making.· • • • • 

But· apieara~ces may hav~ Je-. 
ceived. It is now said that in _tact 
Senator Edward Kennedy is dl!ter­
mined not to get involved in 
another act, and· that he is seriously 
considering devoting "his life to 
bringing up the. fatherless children 
of his dead brothers. 

This would be an eloquent and 
moving gesture. It might enn, at 
this stage, do the American . weal . 
greater service in a simple way than· 
all the earlier, more • glamorous 
Kennedy endeavours.- This would be 
in the truest and best American 
tradition. And it mi;ht even have 
a happy endin~. 
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