WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

L2l CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
#1 memo Smith to Rostow 8/10/68 A
PCI  1p
#iacable————Smith-to-President (CAP 81918y —/pbe MT 17507 P20 o681 5
-5 I'p
#2 cable Smith to President (CAP B1891) 8/8/68 A
TS 2p
#3a cable Paris 19294 8/9/68 A
C l1p
Tl o 2o, Qapers of BY " 8YS Chna, §-9 1967 " Bow v |
#6-cable Duplicate of #1a ggee 12-= 30 B
#7 memo Davis to President 8/9/68 A
C lp
#8 memo Wright to President 8/9/68 A
PCI lp
#9a cable Smith to President (CAP 81904) B/9/68 A
S 2p
#11a memo Intelligence Memorandum Sent e 84341 s o1-1+4 8/8/68 A
S 5p
~lla-memo—T  Hamilton 1o President;-5+45 p.m. e 230 “—RIRE——A
S
[Duplicate of #100, NSF, Country File, India, Vol. 11]
__#12b memo | bach to President S\ D209 BB A .
S ~3p
[Duplicate of #100a, NSF, Country File, India, Vol. 11]
#13 memo Fried and Bowdler to President B/8/68 A
C 3p
#15 memo Smith to President 8/8/68 A
S lp
FILE LOCATION
NSF, Memos to the President, Walt Rostow, Vol. 90, August 1-10, 1968 Box 38

RESTRICTION CODES

[A) Closed by Executive Order 12358 governing access to national security information.
(Bl Clased by statuts or by the agency which ariginated tha documant,
{C)} Closad in sccordance with restrictions contained in the donor's desd of gift.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION MA FORM 1420 (8-85)




WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

Df}%t’;gﬂ':_r CORAESPOMDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
#16 memo Saundm to President a‘ o ¥BHL 8/8/68 A
2 p SAniTLED =1/ reifas =~ y
(a,v B 19, NSE Lountry Fle, "Thdtly East. Vol T " BN
—Atba-memm———Bat-and-Siseo-to-Prestdent-and-SecState— ee8——T—*
W il
{de # 196 4y abre) tpam 1-77-27 W13 25-98
#17 memo Smith to Christian B/8/68 A
& lp
“HO-memo—-  “Smith-o-President BB A
e—lp epur. A-B NI 96
—#HOa-memo—— Wheeler-to-President_ —§eo— T A—
—e—2p— a g fO-2k-33 NeL oy g 3-.1'1;
#22.memo | Clifford-toPresident &g \S-25<9 ~SFHB——— A
—..s—-—'—'-_'_'_t_p-
[Duplicate of #70, NSF, Country File, Vietnam, “2C(13)--
General Military Activity"]
——€Hifford o Secrelaries of Mt > B—v
#22a-memo— : es Depts. .. Spes \ ) | undated A
m:l—ulrﬂﬂn, NSF, Country File, Vietnam, "2C(13)-
General Military Activity"]
#23 memo Smith to President 8/7/68 A
8 lp
#23a cable Deptel 216256 to Saigon 8/6/68 A
5 2p
#23b cable Saigon 34711 8/7/68 A
S 2p
#24a cable Saigon 34704 8/7/68 A
S 6p
#zsa-mbie———rais-mu___ RN 3[9F 4HE8— | A
']
s e
FILE LOCATION
NSF, Memos to the President, Walt Rostow, Vol. 90, August 1-10, 1968 Box 38

RESTRICTION CODES

{A] Closed by Executh Order 12356 govarning access to national security information.

18] Closad by statu

ta or by the sgency which originated the documant,

(2] Closad in sccordance with restrictions contsined in the donor's deed of gift.

—

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

HA FORM 1420 (8=-85)



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

DOCIMET CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE AESTRICTION
#26 memo Smith to President 8/7/68 A
S lp
—#28-memo— [ Smith-to-President — c 4., 1 4 5, HLSH'?-;I# 1 8/6/68— e
T TN

#28a-meme———Huamtiton to President
TS —p Ehu_, 12-1-9F NLT T4

#28b report "Analysis and Recommendation” R/6/68 A
TS 2 4p m’ﬁ?& 12999 NUTFT-%l

—HIEeeable—— From-Asbassader -Deblert 5602 — ———8/ 5768 =
IS——p—OPE 2795 NI T1-142
#28d-cable | New Delhi 17737 opon -4 Y I8 A
S 2p Fdvprag, Indig vl lly Box 132]]
#28e-cable————President 10 Ambassador Oehlem R A
“FS- +-p eau.m-mﬂ NLT 97-1¥e
#28f memo Katzenbach to President Tr3/68 A
S 5p
#29 memo Saunders to President 8/6/68 A
s Ip
#29a Itr Eshkol to President 8/5/68 A
C 1 | [ -
[:ﬂ_up 4\ 2a JEI' s¥as Yiseael Ffifir -n‘EI,-’;:‘f'ﬁ-l By 2 |
#30 memo Smith to SecState 8/6/68 A
S 1p
~#Ha-memo—— Taylor to President o 8-73-93 Np ) 9a-383 T U6 A
S—dp

[Duplicate of #7a, NSF, Country File, Vietnam,
"8 I--Taylor Memos—General®™]

FILE LOCATION

10, 1968 Box 38

[]

RESTRICTION CODES

{a) Closad by Executive Order 12358 governing access to national security Information,
{8) Closed by statuts or by the agency which ariginated the document.
{C} Closad in sccordanos with restrictions contalmed n the donor’s desd of gift,

= -

MATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (8-85)




WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

CORAESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

FORM OF
DOCUMENT

#32a memo Wheeler to President B/5/68 A
S 2p

#33a cable Selassie to President B/6/68 A
PCI lp

#4-memo Davis-to-President oper 1282 — 86168 7, VA

PEF— 2p

[Partial duplicate of #137, NSF, CF, Israel, Vol. X;
Sanitized NLJ 84-168]

#35-memo——Fo-the President o= (8327 —1T 8568 | A
L—2p
[Duplicate of #13, NSF, CF, India, Vol. 4]

#35aTmemo———=Zwick to President o |2~ AFT _8/3/68
[Duplicate of #13b, NSF, CF, India, Vol. 4]

.

#3505 Temo Gaut-amt-Freemarto-President e~ 122 37 NGO T A
Ce——%p
[Duplicate of #13d, NSF, CF, India, Vol. 4]

#36 cable Smith to President 8/5/68 A
S 2p

#37 cable Smith to President 8/5/68 A

S 1p A M 014-036- 2~ [fad)

#38 cable Smith to President 8/5/68 A
PCI  1p

F39-cable——Smith-to-President- opes~ 1D-22© ~— | 8/5/68 A

i 7

[Partial duplicate of #138, NSF, CF, Israel, Vol. X;
Sanitized NLJ 84-168)

#42 cable Smith to President 8/3/68 A
C lp

FILE LOCATION

Box 38

N Me _'. he
RESTRICTION CODES

{a) Closed by Executive Order 12358 governing sccemn to national security information.
(B} Closed by statute or by tha sgancy which originated the document.
{C} Closed in sccordance with resirictions contained in the donor’s deed of gift.

—

MATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION HA FORM 1428 (8-85)



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

DOTUMENT CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
#44 cable Smith to President 8/3/68 A
S lp
#45 cable Smith to President 8/3/68 A
S lp
#46 cable Smith to President 8/3/68 A
S lp
#46a cable Deptel to Paris 8/3/68 A
s 4p phecmgop3e3 ( o)
#48 cable Smith to President 8/2/68 A
S 2p
TP i mister..." —812168 A
S—2p Lpr 12-2R
[Duplicate of #16b, NSF, Country File, Australia, Vol. 3]
#54 cable Smith to President 8/2/68 A
& lp
#56eable———DPavisto-President- opsn. B-14-47 LT 97107 A ———— A
S 2
#58b cable Clifford to President 8/1/68 A
S 4p
[Sanitized NLJ 89-38; 1990]
#59 cable Smith to President 8/1/68 A
T8 lp
#59a cable Wheeler to President 7/31/68 A
TS ip
#60a cable Saigon 34156 8/1/68 A
5 9p
[Sanitized NLJ/CBS 10; 1983]
FILE LOCATION
il (TS m

RESTRICTION COD

{A) Clesad by Executive Order 12358 governing access 1o national security. Information.
(B} Closed by statute or by the agency which ariginated the documani.
{C) Closad in sccordance with restrictions contalined in the donor's deed of gift.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

HA FORM 1428 (8-88)



WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

AT CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
#61 cable Smith to President 8/1/68 A
C 1p
#63 cable Smith to President 8/1/68 A
S lp
#63a-cable——Saigon 34163 — p 3 3|48 MHsE T
Fcuup 873, NSELENN, "RARUAR Chrvn 'l
#od-eable— ; tdent s ¢-/4-97 ALT 17-127 |G | A
—4Fp
#66-cable— | Smith to President W 5698 MLT 77 -145 BIL68 A
PCI—1p-
#66a Itr Ayub Khan to President 7/19/68 A
PCI 2p
#69-memo— Smith-to-Prestdent g [ —A
S———tp WA 04320 (1n)
#69a cable Saigon 34147 8/1/68 A
S ip
#69b cable Secretary to Bunker 8/1/68 A
S 2p
#12 memo———Davis-to-President cpue §-1Y-07 VLT §7-107 BAeE— 11— A
G———ip
FILE LOCATION
Memos 10, 1968 Bn"x 38

| Y ETT0S
RESTRICTION CODES

{A) Closed by Executive Order 12358 governing sccess 1o national security information.
{B] Closed by statuis or by the agency which originated the document,
{C) Chosad In sccondancs with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gify,

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION MA FORM 1420 (8-85)




WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

i e CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

#37a mpt Intelligence report sant per RAC Geloy 8/4/68 A
lp TS

#41 note Bromley Smith to the President €rerv fer (4c 5003 8/3/68 A
lp TS

#41a cable Intelligence report wen-ph e e 5103 [8/68] A
1p TS

e )

#65 note Bromley Smith to the President 22" 7 1% | s A
Ip TS

#65a rpt Intelligence report exényt por e S[0% 7/31/68 A
2 pp TS

#67 note Bromley Smith to the President exerph jpe 47 1% 8/1/68 A
Ip TS

#67a rpt Intelligence report et fer /2K 57/0% 7124168 A
Ip TS

#10 note Bromley Smith to the President 5~ fer /Ac 5/04 8/1/68 A
lp TS

#70a-rpt— Intelligence report open (36 Rar Dt~ A
3pp— S

FILE LOCATION

National Security File, Memos to the President, Rostow, Volume 90, 8/1-10/68, Box 38

RESTRICTION CODES

(A} Closed by Executive Qrder 12358 gowerning access 1o national security information,
[B) Closed by statute or by the agancy which originated the documant.
{2} Closad in sccordanta with restrictiona contalned in the danor's deed of gift.

—

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1420 (6-85)




= _EEADBS

;

0J YTEl1D G ol ~ ; 1=

LE WTE 3109
. ST
FRON BROMLEY SMITH . Ty :
10 THE PRESIDENT W
CITE CaP81918 * GT

 SEeRTT— mes G 10 QO 42 S

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 1968
INFORMATION |

THE CURRENT STATUS OF HANOI'S EFFORT WITH THE

. NORVEGIANS TO OPEN UP A DIPLO#ATIC FRONT IN ADDITION

TO THE PARIS TALKS IS AS FOLLOVS: .
1« THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSSADOR TO MOSCOW, ACCOMPANIED P

. BY A HANOL FOREIGW NINISTRY OFFICIAL HAS BEEN IKVITED

BY THE NORWEGIANS TO COME TO OSLO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, i
'PREFERABLY BEFORE AUGUST 15. : o

2+ THE NORTH VIETNAMESE REPRESENTATIVE WILL COHE FROM
MNOSCOW BECAUSE HANOI DECIDED THAT THEIR RELATIONS VITH
'CHINA WERE SUCH THAT THEIR AMEASSADOR IN PEKING SHOULD
NOT GO ON THE TRIP TO OSLO AS HHD BEEN PLANNED
ORIGINALLY. -

THE' FIRST APPROACH.TO THE NORWEGLAKS WAS HADE-LﬁET HONTH
BY THE NORTH VIETWAMESE ANBASSADOR IN PEKING WHO INDICATED
THAT HANOI WAS DISSATISFIED WITH THE PARIS NEGOTIATIONS; THAT IT

' WAS INTERESTED IN A ™NEV DEAL™ THOROUCH OTHER CHANNELS,

AND THAT NORWAY WAS CONSIDERED TO BE THE "HOST .
FAVORABLE™ INTERMEDIATE LINK AS A MEMBER OF HATO. '

WE HAVE NO NORE INFORMATION ON WHICH TO JUDGE THE SERIOUSHESS

 OF THE NORTM VIETNAMESE APPROACH THROUGH THE NORWEGIANS,

‘AN OFFICER FROH OUR PARIS DELEGATION IS GOING TO OSLO QUIETLY
TO TELL THE NORYEGIANS THAT WHILE WE WOULD BE INTERESTED

IN ANY PROPOSALS HANOL MIGHT ADVANCE TO TURN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS
TOWARD MORE SERIOUS DISCUSSION OF ISSUES, WE ARE INCLINED

T0 FEEL THAT MULTIPLE CHANNELS MIGHT CONFUSE HAMOI. HOWEVER,

IF HANOI WISNES TO TALK WITH US THROUGH A THIRD PARTY,

WE WOULD, OF COURSE, LISTEN. THE NORWEGIANS WILL ALSO BE TOLD
THAT THE REAL PROBLEM IS NOT ABSENCE OF CHANNELS, BUT

HANOI'S UNWILLIMBNESS TO DISCUSS REALISTICALLY THE .
CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH BOMBING MIGHT STOP. !
' ' DECLASSIFTED

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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FROM BROMLEY SMITH

TO THE PRESIDENT [ //ﬂ

Here is Ambassador Shriver's response to Secretary Rusk!s
query about Paris press leaks ﬂ?{:u:_h was sent to you earlier today.

ACap 81904) )
J
J

lndrasiodeot [dommpmret

//:

DECLASSIFIEL
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FROM BROMLEY SMITH V :

TO THE PRESIDENT

Cur search up to now hos uscovered ealy the following letter from
Governor Agnew which does not specifically mention Vietnam but does
cover "impertast poaitions you bave takea for the good of the country”.

(See paragraph 2.)
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TO  THE PRESIDENT . \ :
CITE wHB1sez

UNCLAS | | GE

N0 LETTERS FROM NIXON HAVE BIEN FOUND IN YOUR FILES. s

QUR SEARCH UP TO NOW HAS UNCOVERED ONLY THE FOLLOYING
* LETTER FROM GOVERNOR AGNEW. IT DOES HOT SPECIFICALLY
MENTION VIETNA# DUT DOES COVER "IHPORTANT PJISITIONS YOU
* HAVE TAKEN FOR THE GOOD OF THE COUNTHY."™ (SEE PARAJRAPH
2)e

AGHNEW'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS ARE IN FOLLOWING MESSAGE.
YOU VILL NOTE THAT HIS SON IS IN VIETHAU.

JULY 19, 1968

THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE
VASHINGTON, DuC.

MY DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

YOUR NAMING mE TO THE ADVISORY COmMISSICN ON INTERGOVERN=
MENTAL RELATIONS MAKES ME VERY PROUD. TO BE WAMED BY ANY
PRESIDENT TO SUCH AN IMPORTANT COHMISSION IS A DISTINCT HOMNOR,
BUT TO BE DESIGNATED BY A PERSON WHOM OHE ADMIRES AND RESPECIS
15 DOUBLY SATISFYING.

AS A CLOSE OBSERVER OF THE VASHINGTOK SCENE WHO LIVES
WITHIN A SINILAR, EVEN IF SMALLER, POLITICAL ARENA, 1 HAVE
LOKNG ADNIRED YOUR PERSONAL EGHHHEL AND DEVOTION TO THE BURDENS
OF THE MOST DEMANDING OFFICE IN THE WORLD, IN A SHALL WAY AND
WITHIN THE LINITATIONS OF #Y PARTY AFFILIATION I HAVE TRIED
10 SUPPORT 1MPORTANT POSITIONS YOU HAVE TAKEN FOR THE GOOD
OF THE COUNTRY. I WILL COWTINUE TO BE OF ASSISTANCE TO YOU IN -
ANY WAY THAT I CAN DURING THE RENAINDZR OF YOUR TERH AND AFTER,
SHOULD THE OCCASION PRESENT ITSELF.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR THIS HONOR, ALONG ~
VITH MY ASSURANCE THAT I WILL PERFORA IN THIS POSITION 1o THE
_UTNOST OF &Y ABILITY,
RESPECTFULLY YOURS, ’
(S) SPIRO T, AGNEW

o,

DIC: 891557 AUG 1968

i e 5 5 o =
R e .




ACTION

Friday, August 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

You have received a very nice letter from
Mary Lawless, who has served the Harold
Holt family for ZZ years and is now about
to retire at 74. Attached ls 2 suggested

reply for your signature.

Marshall Wright

Atts

A\



August 9, 1968

Deay Miss Lawlaseg

It was very thoughtful and kind of you teo write me and
enclose your moving poem te the memory of Harold Holt.

My, Holt wae one of the finest men and sblest statesmaen

1 bave ever knowa. He was 2 source of grest strength

to me not only 2# & faithful colleague bk 28 & clese per-

sonal (rlend. Your recollection of Mr. Helt's regazd for
Mrs. Jehasom and me wae heartwarming.

I very much appreciste your kind words about my coming
retirement from offlce. Let me reciprocate by wishing
you 2 pleasant reliroment after se many faithful years of
service with the Holte.

Mrs, Johnson and | hope you will pass en our best wishes
te Mrs, Holt,

Sincerely,

biles Mawpy E. Lawless

112 5t. Georges Road
Toorak 3142

Melbourne, Australls

LBJ:MWright:wpt
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PRIME MINISTER _ o o
HAROLD HOLT

From the VWorlds troubled T i
times he has vanished

At the height of his zenith
hath fled,

Snatched from our midst
by the uncongquered foe.

The Man and the statesman
lies dead |

But the work he d4id and '
the truth he meant

The Counsel he gave and the ;
pains he spent g - : i

The time-worn work on his g
honest brow

And the hoart pe luit nds
people now

Will for ever stand a monument..

fyt Sodoo

:, Lawless



FROM BROMLEY SMITH e I L
TO THE PRESIDENT

The current status of Henol's effort with they Norweglans to open up a
diplomatic froat in addition to the Paris talks is as follows:

1. The North Vietaamess Ambassader to Moscow, sccempanied
by a Hanol foreiga misistry cfficlal has been invited by theTPEENADIX
Norweglans to come te Osle ap soon as pessible, preferably before
August 15.

2. The Nerth Vietaamese representative will come from Moscow
because Hanol decided that thelr relations with China were such that thelr
Ambassador in Peking should not go on the trip to Csle s had been planmed
originaily.

The firet appreach to the Norweglans was made last mesth by the North
Vietnamese Ambagsador in Peking who indicated that Hanol was dissatiafied
with the Parie nagotistions; that it wae interested in a "new deal” threugh
other channels, and that Nerwey was considered to be the "most faverable™
Intgrmediate link as a membaer of NATO,

We have no more information on which to judge the sericusness of

the North Vistnamese appreach through the Norweglans. Asm officer from

vories #LT 73409 (wfﬂ) —SECRET —

w/@_ NARA. Dard2-2/ 09



SEGATT -2~
our Paris delegation ls geling to Oslo quistly to tell the Nerweglians that
while we weuld be interested In any prepesals Hanol might advance to
turn psace negotiatisns teward more serious discussion of issuss, we are
inclined to feel that mmitiple chasnels might confuse Hanel, However, If
Hanol wishes to talk with us through a third party, we would, of course,
listen. The Nerweglans will alse be told that the real problem ib nct
absence of channgls, but Hamol's unwillingness to discuss reallstically
the circumstances under which bombiag might step.
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Friday, August 9, 1968 v

FRCM BROMLEY SMITH up fﬂ
A

TO THE PRESIDENT

Followlng ls an exchange of sensitive telegrams between Secretary Rusk
and Ambassador Harriman concerning press leaks in Parls.

BEKS:ksb

DEOL ACRINEL
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Friday, August 9, 1968 -- 4:30 PM

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM ED HAMILTON f/l.ﬂ f‘""’ty
You wlll recall approving a September trip to Japan and other

Aslan points by Eugens Black In his capad ty as your advisor on Aslan

development. Gene wants to make specific plans, but he wants to be

sure that he has your authorization to use a Presidential alreraft.

Hig previous trips have been la Presidential planes and he has found

Sisbe this is most useful in getting the attention and access he needs.
Black has asked me to check with you on the plane before he

nails down the detalls of his trip.

Black authoriged to take Presidential plane
No

Call me

EKH/vmr

cc: BESmith
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MEMORANDUM E:!'IIIEI JAIDNT=25Yrs
SUBJECT: Prleliminary-Trip Report Irnm_ ’
E0 12858 2.A(hM1>25Yrs

4]

As you may knuw“s been on an observation trip
to Saigon for the past few weeks. ¢ has sent a preliminary report on

his travels, which may be of interest to you. His report follows.

1. The trip was useful and enlightening, thanks in large measure
to invaluable assistance from our Station and other Mission components.
I visited, and did some travelling in, I, II and IV Corps, talked with Corps
commanders, other ARVN officers province chiefs, police officers and a
broad spectrum of US military and civilian officials. I did not travel in
III Corps but had good sessions with our old and new Regional Officers.
In Saigon, I saw a wide variety of people including Thieu, Ky, Prime Minister
Huong, Interior Minister Khiem, Folice Director Hai, right-wing Catholics,
left-wing Catholics, intellectuals, in and out politicians, and even Tri
Quang. I had a profitable long session with General Abrams on 6 August,
a good visit with his J-2, General Davidson, and a wrap-up lunch with
Ambassadors Bunker and Berger. The following are my principal impressions.

2. The over-all caliber and performance of our Saigon Station is
first class; it is highly thought of by the rest of the Mission, and does CIA
great credit. No visitor can fail to be impressed by the high degree of
professionalism which marks the Station's personnel, their dedication to
duty, and their effective discharge of complex responsibilities in trying and
often dangerous circumstances.

3. On political matters, during our conversation President Thieu
took up the Lien Minh front, endorsed it, and said he would back it. As the
Station has reported, Thieu also asked for US support and said he planned to
take this topic up with Bunker at their next meeting. The Station drafted a
concrete program which I went over with Bunker and Berger during our
6 August lunch. Bunker approved it and I am bringing a copy back to Washington.

SANITIZED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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of malaise and worried uncertainty which virtually every Vietnamese I

talked to said was caused by confusion about American policy and intentions.
Honolulu did much to dispel this malaise (at least temporarily) among key
leaders themselves. It also helped with Saigon politicos {(amateur and
professional), but to a considerably lesser extent. Thieu's pattern of

recent appointments plus his penchant (I think unconscious) for lapsing into
Diem era styles of speech (such as mandarinal phrasings) has started many.
tongues wagging about a return of "Can Lacism, " a not so trivial point
because the 1963 coup is still a strong (though latent) emotional issue. Tri
Quang, naturally, is already convinced that Thieu is "Diem reincarnated, "
and that he is determined to do in the Buddhists (i.e., Tri Quang) as soon

as possible. Militant Buddhist fanaticism on this score constitutes no
immediate threat to stability, but that could change if Tri Quang were ever
handed a real concrete issue to work on. Many military officers (particularly
those who carried out the 1963 coup and benefited the most therefrom) are
somewhat edgy about the return of the ancien r_Egime. increasingly concerned
about Thieu's constancy in combatting Communism and, of course, quite
uneasy about their own future under Thieu's increasingly powerful hands.

10. Not surprisingly, Interior-Minister Khiernh provides a handy,
catalytic symbol for several of the attitudes cited above. I.fear he may
eventually cause us some other.problems as well, despite the fact that he
is now on good behavior, busily breaking bureaucratic bottlenecks on programs
Americans like, and apparently backing Colonel Hai's anti-corruption drive
in the police (more I suspect because this cleans out Loan's men than because
of any intrinsic moral antipathy to corruption). As Interior Minister, Khiem
has a lot of at least potential power (e.g., nomination of all province chiefs).
His ambition is quite imperfectly concealed; the four silver stars beside his
office suite's outer door remind all who pass that ARVN's most senior
general sits within, From our conversation I got the strong impression
that he has learned nothing and forgotten nothing since his ouster in 1964,
(For example, he told me that Revolutionary Development is simply the Strategic
Hamlet Program under a new name.) His former colleagues (the ones who
threw him out) are decidedly edgy about the short list of scores to settle
and accounts to square that they are convinced Khiem carries in his pocket,
with their names figuring prominently thereon. By no accident, with Khang's
replacement by Do Cao Tri in IIl Corps, none of the leading members of
this circle now has a troop command, but they still have friends and are
still around. (Incidentally, if we think we have problems with Ky, wait until
the US press discovers Tri's penchant for colorful, quotable statements,
particularly on the subject of Cambodia. )

ol




11. Ewven describing the attitudes outlined in the two preceding
paragraphs implicitly exaggerates their present or immediate importance.
These are all possible causes of future difficulty, not current concerns.

On the whole, despite the real Communist menace and emotional worries
about American policy, I found the pclitical atmosphere in Saigon at least
mornentarily healthier than it has been in over a decade, Vietnamese moods
are mercurial, but formerly repressed or taboo thoughts and ideas -- %
peace, settlement, even hazy notions of victory in a finite time frame ==
are now openly talked about. The light of day is helping to dispel at least
some of their mystery for the Vietnamese. Thieu's government may be
strongly liked by only a few and distrusted (in some measure) by manay.

It is inclined (I think dangerously but not irremediably so) to approach
Vietnam's problems with the same concepts that permitted these problems
to reach their present crisis proportions, but for the time being, at least,
Thieu's government is governing.

T e e M M i ey P i | —_— e ——
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The Preaident did not approve or
disapprove this recommendation.
Ho asked that we hold off for the
time belng and ask him agein near
the time of Mrs. Gandhl's arrival.

(Per BKS)

BES:ksb .
cc: Mr. Hamilton
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-
THE WHITE HOUSE
WALHINGTON
SECKET ' Thursday, August 8, 1968 -- 5:15 PM

Mr. President:

) Herewith Nick Katzenbach's brief report on his trip to "gftﬁ" fLLU
India,

On the last page Nick notes that Mrs. Gandhi will be stopping
in New York on October 14 after an extended visit to Latin America.

He suggests that you invite her tc a small lunch at the White House .:
on October 15,

I think you should decide for or against the lunch on its
social and ceremonial merits. Mrs. G. isn't likely to press you
on specific issues, nor is she normally prepared to do serious
listening on international problems. (Katzenbach's session with
her in Delhi was almost embarrassingly short on substance,) If
your October schedule permits, I think it would be nice—--.but ngt
essential == to invite the lady to lunch. )

d Hamilton

Set up a small lunch for October 15
I'll send her a welcoming message, but no lunch
Hold off

Call me

_SEeRET DECLASSIFIED

aﬁjg.ﬁ%ﬁ 122105
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES IDENT

August 8, 1968

Subject: Indo-US Talks, July 26-28, 1968

As you know, I have just finished a week in India
launching the first in a series of annual planning talks
with the Indians., During the week--in addition to three
days of talks--I visited the huge Bghra-Nauwgal Dam, a
family planning center and an agricultural research
station. 1In addition, I had private talks with Mrs. Gandhi,
President Husain and Deputy Prime Minister Desai.

I came away with the following impressions and-
conclusions: :

== India is managing its affairs-far-better than-IL
had suspected. Vast problems remain, but I was continually
struck by the spirit of determination and self-confidence
of all.

-- There has been a very real and exciting break-
through in agriculture. The Indians now are giving
agricultural production the priority it deserves.
Sustained progress will, of course, require sustained
Indian effort and both support and peolicy monitoring by
the aid consortium. You can be proud of your personal
role in reducing the threat of a massive Indian famine
and malnutrition,

ek

The talks themselves went well. The atmosphere was
good; the discussions informal and relaxed. By agreement,
we both stuck to the larger issues and did not push too
hard on touchy subjects.

DECLASSIFIED

NWmnmeEEiﬁﬂ:HEJﬂgégi;-E ;
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20308

Agust 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM JONES

,0* fﬁu

SUBJECT: Sir Robert Menzies' visit to the University of Texas

I am informed by the Australian Embassy that Sir Robert's schedule is now
as follows:

Arrives Austin Sept. 25 - 6:24 p.m. In Austin, residing at the
Driscell Hotel

Sept, 26 - University activities including lunch,
lecture and faculty dinner

Sept, 27 =~ University activities including lecture
Sept, 28 - Hemisfair visit - speech at U, S, Pavil-
lion - tour - lunch, Residence at Oak
' Court
Sept. 29 - Free
Sept. 30 - Austin - Campus tour - lunch - lecture-

dinner with townspeople

Oct. 1 - Free

Oct, 2 - Meet with students - visit to State Capitol
and Governor's Mansion - formal farewell
dinner hosted by Chancellor Ransome

Oct. 3 - Depart 9:20 a. m. on Trans Texas, Arr.

Houston 10:00; depart 11:15 on National
Airlires, Arr, San Francisco 1:30 p. m.
Depart San Francisco 2:45 on United.

I am told that all this has been worked out with Sir Robert's assent., Every-

thing locks good so far, but there are two loose ends of which you should be
aware;

1. The President was very much on people's minds in leaving Sir
Robert's schedule free on Sunday, Scptember 29. That appears to be an
ideal time for a visit to the Ranch, if such is desired. (Tuesday, October 1,
is also free, but Sir Robert hopes to use it to "tie up any loose ends that
may arise in connection with his university activities, ")

2, Comme rcial air connections back to San Francisco on October 3
are something less than ideal. I think the Australians would be very glad for
an offer of private transportation from Austin to San Francisco to catch the

Yo {light at 2:30 o, m. /
. ‘?ﬁm ‘S
rshall Wright
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NIJ 43-ya ?
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ,  cl _ NARA, Dase bolg 1S

SUBJECT: Ambassadar.Ball's Report on Middle. East_Tr:p e

[

We have already described for you the results of Ambassador
Ball's Mid-East talks, so you do.not need. to_read his long report
(attached). However, you may wish to read the main personal
conclusions which are scattered through his report:.

l. 'Some movement on the part of Israel is perceptible,
However, without substantial and continuing pressure from the United
States on both the Israelis and the Arabs, the Jarring Mission is not
going to produce any significant movement toward settlement.

2. Unless compelled to move affirmatively either by
events or external pressure the Israeli government is quite ready
to live with the.present situation of neither peace nor war for an.
jndefinite time. *

3. King Hussein desperately wants a settlement since
he has lost half his country and is under terrible pressure; however,
his freedom of action is severely limited not only by the Palestinian
Arabs who constantly threaten him, but by the UAR.

4. Nasser is in a weak position and will almost certainly
take no initiative toward a settlement. While the UAR economy is a
shambles he continues to live off a dole from the Saudis, Libyans, and
the Kuwaitis, which he can probably continue to exact so long as the
Canal remains closed.

5. King Faisal is driven by religious passion, and deeply

precccupied with the protection of the Muslim Holy Places in Jerusalem.

Hussein must certainly-consult Faisal on any Jerusalem settlemﬂnl:,
and, if not satisfied, Faisal would try hard







DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20530

August 6, 1968

TO : The President and The Secretary of State
George W. Ball and Joseph J. Eisccﬂg 3‘3 ’

SUBJECT: Report and Comments on Middle East

:

This is a somewhat delayed report of the impressions
we gained from our recent visit to the Middle East.

The comments that follow are based on conversations
with political leaders in Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and .
Saudi Arabia, as well as London, Paris and Rome. They
reflect insights we have gained from conversations with
our own missions, reinforced by discussions with other
American visitors such as Mac Bundy, who followed substan-
tially our own itinerary a day or two later. They also
take account of conversations with Dr. Jarring in New York.

A. The Position of Israel

l. Unless compelled to move affirmatively either by
events or external pressure the Israeli government is
quite ready to live with the present situation of neither
peace nor war for an indefinite time.

2. 1Israel had a great scare a year ago but today the
Israelis have recovered their equilibrium. They are self-
confident (to the point of arrogance were it not for a
brooding sense of uncertainty) proud of their own valor and
determined to exploit their present strategic advantages to
the fullest in order to gain enduring security.
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Thus, were we to start down that road we would not only
embark on a journey to nowhere but bring sharply into
relief the loneliness of our friendship for Israel.

Within the past few days we have seen some evidence
that the French may be re-formulating their position as
favoring a four-power effort to give effect to any arrange=-
ment agreed between the contending parties. This, of
course, is quite a different matter; the question need
not now be decided, since the parties are still light
years away from agreement.

9. We should make a study in depth to determine our
position with regard to the opening of the Canal. If
that study should show -- as it well might =- that our
interests are best served by keeping the Canal closed ==
thus frustrating Soviet strategic ambitions and raising the
cost of Soviet supplies to North Vietnam -- then we
should be quite tough-minded in not joining in efforts to
separate this issue from an overall settlement, in spite
of the continuing expense to our British, German and
Italian friends. Alternatively, if the study should
show that these strategic consideratims are only marginally
important, we might make a real effort to trade our support
for the reopening of the Canal for Soviet support of an
acceptable final settlement of the Middle Eastern problem.

Until we know the answers to these questions, we

would do well to stop encouraging the World Bank or any
other institutions to expedite the clearing of the Canal.

—SEGRET=NODIS
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Thursday, August 8, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR GECRGE CHRISTIAN

(INFO JIM JONES)

Attached ie 2n analysia by the State Department of the August 4
Washington Post editorial entitled "Vietnam -- An Unlearned
Lesson". It is a2 useful rebuttal of the Post's argument and
contains answers to numerous questions which we will face in
the days to come.

Bromley Smith

Attachment

BES:ksh
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-CUNF 1B INFORMATION

Thursday, Augast 8, 1968

! A
Mryr. President: { f

General Wheeler had an informative conversation on the strategic
missile talks with Ambassador Dobrynin, who emphasized that:

A. The upcoming talks could lead to further improvements
in relations and unspecified benefits to all.

B. The Soviets are unsure as to exactly what we want to
achieve.

C. Results can be achieved if the talks are held on the basis

of equality; that is, recognition that we would be dealing with
a militarily equal nation and parity of forces.

Bromley Smith

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: Conversation with Ambassador Dobrynin

l.. On the evening of 5 August, I attended a dinner
at the residence of the Netherlands Ambassador in honor
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Stoessel, Ambassador-designate to
Poland. Among the guests were Ambassador and Mrs.
Dobrynin. After dinner, when we were joining the ladies,
Ambassador Dobrynin took the opportunity to engage me in
conversation in company with our former Ambassador to
Poland, Mr. Gronouski. Mr. Gronouski moved away ‘after a
few moments, leaving Ambassador Dobrynin and me alone
until the gathering broke up more than 30 minutes later.

2. The early part of Ambassador Dobrynin's remarks
were of a general nature. He commented on the differences
in the roles of the top military in the -Soviet Union and
the United States; citing the fact that I regqularly attend
the Tuesday White House luncheons while the Soviet military
never appear at the weekly meetings of the seven-man top
ruling group of the Soviet Union and only attend the
Politburo meetings when a specific item of a military
nature is on the agenda. He commented also on the composi-
tion of the classes at our National War College and said
they had nothing of a similar nature in ‘the Soviet Union.
After about ten minutes, he switched to the subject of the
upcoming talks on limitations of strategic missiles which,
because he repeated each point several times during the
ensuing 25 minutes or so, I presume was the real purpose of
his conversation with me.

3, hmbassador Dobrynin made, several times over, the
following points:

2. In a sense the United States has established
~goals which the Russians are determined to reach or
even surpass. (In the context of his remarks, I was
persuaded that he was speaking in this instanc& of non-
military matters.) .

DECLASSIFIED
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MEMORANDUM

20
1
THE WHITE HOUSE 2l

. WASHINGTON ACTION *
./ Thursday, August 8, 1968
—CONFIDENTLAL

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Rice for Indonesia- | upn},., 1"}‘”

The Indonesian aid package that you approved in June included the possible
shipment this fall of 100, 000 tons of PL-480 ricé as a downpayment on our
1969 aid. This was contingent upon domestic availabilities and Vietnam
needs.

We would now like to go ahead with this sale. Our domestic crop is good,
and Vietnam's requirements are no problem. OQOur domestic rice market is
a little weak, and Agriculture wants this sale nows in order to firm it up.

The extra rice will be very helpful to Indonesia in assuring an ﬁdﬁqunt'e food
supply during the critical months of January-March. A firm commitment
from us now will enable the Indonesian Government to go ahead with arrange-

ments for the commercial rice imports that will be required in addition to
our PL-480 assistance.

Attached are memos to you from Bill Gaud, Orville Freeman'and Charles
Zwick, all of whom recommend this transaction to you. Zwick affirms that

the transaction is within the 1969 budget cutbacks.

I recommend that you approve the sale to Indonesia of 100, 000 metric tons
of rice (%20 million) to Indonesia under PL ll_ﬂﬂ Title I.

Zariﬁall Wright

Approve
Disapprove
Call me

Whita Moo o, 2, 1

Atts
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT e

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20303

AUG 6 B8

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: P, L, 480 Rice to Indonesia

In the attached memorandum, Bill Gaud and Orville Freeman advise you of
the proposed shipment of an additional 100,000 MT of rice ($20 milliom)
to Indonesia under P, L, 4B0 Title I. The rice would be shipped this fall,

but it would count as part of our share of Inter-Governmental Group aid
to Indonesia for CY 1969,

Shipping the rice this fall, rather than waiting until next year, has
two advantages,

1. A bumper rice crop in the U, §. and lower requirements in Vietnam
will reduce rice prices significantly below last year's level,
Early announcement and shipment of an additiomal 100,000 MT would

help to Ir.n% Ericn in the U, 5, rice market above the level where
the CCC wou ve to accumulate stocks.

2, While Indonesia has made significant progress, the stabilization
program is still fragile, A rapid and large increase in the
price of rice during the traditionally rice-short pericd from
December to March could wipe out hard won gains, Availability of
an additional 100,000 MT can provide Indonesia with a useful
safety margin,

Self-kelp - The full benefits of this proposal will accrue to the Indonesian
economy only if the Suharto Govermment does not relax its own efforts to
procure rice, both from domestic and foreign sources, AID will consult with
the Government of Indonesia on their rice stabilization policies, and will

sign the proposed agreement only after receiving adequate assurances that
the Indonesians will comntinue thelr own efforts,

The proposed shipment is within the 1969 budget cutbacks, I concur im pro-

viding the additional rice at this time.
Charles/l. fé}r
™ Dirdotor o

DECLASSIFIED
« M masmg g Authoriry WE.’Q_ S72-A7L
Vioess il § ity n,ﬂz%\ NARA, Date Z-2-7%
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE sl

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20823

OFFICE OF
THE ADMINISTRATOR

AUG 2 1968

INFORMATION MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Indonesia

In approving the new aid package for Indonesia described in our
June 7 memorandum, you authorized us to tell President Suharto

and other Inter Governmental Group (I1GG) members that about

100,000 HT of additional rice might be committed from our fall

crop, depending on Viet Nam needs, and that such additional rice
would be treated as a down-payment on our |GG share for CY 1969.
Ambassador Green has informed President Suharto of this possibility.

Because Viet Nam's CY 1968 requirements are 100,000 MT or more
below earlier estimates and we now estimate our 1968 rice crop
will be larger than the 20 percent planned increase, we propose
to move now on this commitment.

This will provide Indonesia with additional insurance against a
repetition of last winter's quadrupling of rice prices.

It is also badly needed to help maintain a firm structure for our
domestic rice prices in view of a larger than expected crop and
sharp reductions in planned shipments to Viet Nam.

In addition to a 1968 domestic rice procurement target of 600,000
MT, Indonesia plans to import 600,000 MT, 200,000 of which we have
already agreed to provide under Public Law 480. Thus far the
Indonesian Government has contracts to import an additional 335,000
MT. After a recent review, the International Monetary Fund and
Asian Development Bank agreed that Indonesia's food prospects are
precarious and that extraordinary measures are required.

Commi tment now of this additional 100,000 MT would enable Indonesia
to meet its rice import target while conserving its extremely
scarce foreign exchange; any additional rice = Including possible
commercial imports from the United States or elsewhere - would be
highly desirable because of possible miscalculation of total needs,
inadequate domestic procurement, and the need to build buffer
stocks. We will review with the Indonesian Government its rice
procurement, distribution and financing program, especially as it
affects rice price stabilization and overall monetary stability.

DECLASSIFIED

Authority 24 2 £3-+7
Bysdasf . NARA, Dawe 24272







Thursday, August 8, 1968

Mr. President:

Attached, for your signature, is
a greeting for visitors to the U. 5.
Exhibit at the Zagreb Fair in
Yugoslavia this September. The
exhibit is on "Packaging USA."
Your greeting will be translated,
enlarged (with your signature)
and placed under your plcture

at the entrance to the exhibit.

Nathaniel Davis
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTOMN

August 7, 1968

F

The President
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

Bus Wheeler and I have agreed upon a means to
insure the improvement of South Vietnam armed
forces as rapidly and as efficiently as possible.

We have each appointed a representative to devote
his primary attention to constant review of the rate
of progress made by the ARVN.

I enclose copy of memorandum which I have signed
today.

Respectiully yours,

QS -

Clark M. Clifford

DECLASSIFIED
Authoary A C 12033 {_*?"} '

mp}j&e NAKA. Dare 12-2109
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20300

MEMOR.&.NDUM FOR Secretaries of the Military Departments
Director of Defense Research & Engineering
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Assistant Secretaries of Defense

SUBJECT: Improvement of the Capabilities and Performance of
GVN Forces

Improving the capabilities and performance of the GYN armed
forces is a matter of highest priority in achieving our objective
of gradually reducing the US role in the war in Vietnam. In

. order to ensure that such improvement is achieved as rapidly and

as efficiently as possible, I have appointed Mr. Richard C. Steadman
and General Wheeler has appointed Rear Admiral W. D. Houser to
oversee for our respective offices those actions which are necessary
to improve the capabilities and performance of GVN forces. Mr.
Steadman and Admiral Houser will report jointly to General Wheeler
and me all significant decisions, actions, and activities relating to
the capabilities and performance of GVN forces.

Within the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Mr. Steadman will
have primary responsibility for all matters relating to US support
for GVN forces. I expect Mr. Steadman to assign actions within
established channels of authority and to coordinate recommendations
and actions with all appropriate elements of the Office of the
Secretary of Defense.

DECLASSIFI
Nathoon L.t- Ilzg}tt { "‘:f,'(;ﬁj
o fleldler. NARA. Dael2: -21-09
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SECERET INFORMATION

Wednesday, August 7, 1968

FROM BROMLEY SMITH S ﬁ,.(ﬂj‘“

TO THE PRESIDENT

Following is Ambassador Bunker's report of his ninth meeting with
President Thieu and Vice President Ky to discuss major problems in¥elyed i

any settlement of the Vietnam war.

Paragraphs three and four contain an interesting exchange among
oy g b . e

the participants Pﬁ_the he "lull". President Thieu thinks
the Communists are willing to launch an offensive but {frey have not been
able to do so because of their military difficulties. Vice President Ky
believes the Communists will claim they are de-escalating unless we
either let the Communists attack and destroy them or prove to the world
that we were strong enough to prevent the attack.

o
Other subjects discussed included @Kceane-ﬁrejm the re-

\wfof forces, #he efforts of the Communists to undermine local

South Vietnamese government units by forming their own local Communist

o *
administrations, and thg international supervisory nrganizatinnﬂ wﬂ.ﬁ'« Lﬂd ,'h“

President Thieu said it was most important that any future settlement

dandl i’d—
permit the Government of Vietnam to call upon any other country fer

help in case of lttlckm-u.i!—d?-k’ 4

_----_--\-"1- -
, » LECTASITTED
(Send attached text)
Q //’) Authori rfﬂéﬂiﬁ@i&é_

BFM&.' « NAZA, Date /78-7
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FROM BROMLEY SMITH / o
TO THE PRESIDENT

Herewith Ambassador Harriman's summary cabls reporting on

today's meeting in Parls.

(Send attached drafi)

BKS:ksb
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SUBJt FLASH SUMMARY--16 MEETING, AUGUST 7, 1968

1. THY WAS ABSENT CONTINUED COLD RAIN WEATHER GIVEN AS
REASON. 1 BEGAN WITH MY PREPARED STATEMENT, STRESSING THE CONTINUTIY
AND CONSTANCY OF PRESIDENTS POSITLON SINGE MARCH 31.

. 2. LAU ANSWERED WITH A HARSH REPLY IN WHICH HE SAID THAT
= SINCE THE TALKS BEGAN THE US HAD NOT: CHAMGED ITS POSITION,
+  DESPITE THE DEMAND 5 OF THE WORLD., HE SAID THAT THE USGrurrwanawt v
. HAD SAID THAT IT WOULD NOT STOP THE BOWUBING IN THE PRESENT *
* CIRCUMSTANCES, AND THAT THE US WAS SHAMELESSLY PUTTING NEW
CONDITIONS ON THE CESSATION OF BOMBING, HE GITED THE
~ HONOLULU DECLARATION, AND "RECENT STATEMENTS" OF THE PRESIDENT
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE AS EVIDENCE OF rﬂtxs. s

3« LAU THEN TURNED TO THE NEW PRESSURES HE SAW IN THE US
AGAINST THE USG POSITION, HE QUOTED THE NEW YORK TIMES,
WASHINGTON POST EDITORIALS AND OTHER LESS KNOWN SOURCES-=
EVEN ONE WHO PROTESTED THAT THE US ENGAGED IN CHEMICAL AND
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE. HE REFERRED TO PUBLIC DEHGHETH&IIQHE
AND MEETINS ACROSS THE US.

4. LAU CONTINUED IN THIS STERILE AND REPITITOUS WAY UNTIL
12105, WHEN HE FINISHED, 1 PROPOSED A.TEA BREAK,
WHICH LASTED ABOUT 46 MINUTES. DURING' TKE BREAK, I

: i
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INFORMED LAU OF OUR PLANS FOR RELEASE OF CAPTURED NVN
NAVAL PERSONNEL, WHIGH=IE-REFORTED SEPTELw THE OTHERS

SAT WITH LE an HI1EN, WHO TOLD THEM .THAT LE DUC THO WOULD
RETURN TO PARIS WHEN THE "WEATHER -GOT BETTER.™ LE
EXPLAINED THAT THE USG HAD THE POWER TO MAKE THE WEATHER
BETTER ANY TIME IT WANTED. WE REMARKED THAT BOTH SIDES Hﬂﬂ
TO WORK TOGETHER ON THE “WEATHER PROBLEMN".

5. WHEN WE RESUMED, I CHALLENGED LAU TO FIND ANY RESPONSIBLE
PUBLIC EXPRESSIONS OF SUPPORT FOR DRV: (1) INDISCRIMINATE
- SHELLING OF SALGON; (2) ACTS OF TERRORLSM AND KIDNAPPING}
*hhAHD (3) RIGRT TO SEND INCREASING NUMBERS OF TROOPS INIO
.SVH IN_DEFIANCE OF 1954 ACCORDS. 1 COMPLIMENTED LAU
ON RESEARCH SO SKILLFUL THAT IT TURNED UP MANY OBSCURE
QUOTES FROM SOURCES OF LITTLE OR NO IMPORTAMNCE, I
* STRESSED THE S]GNS== INCLUDING INFILTRATION FIGURES==THAT
THE ENEMY WAS MAKING PLANS FOR A NEW WAVE OF ATTACKS. I
ENDED BY REPEATING THE PRESIDENTS'S MARCH 31 FORMULA, AND
SUGGESTED ADJOURMENT. -

6. LAU, HOWEVER, WANTED KIS CUSTONARY LAST WORD,
" HE DECLINED MY OFFER OF COOPERATION IN PUBLIC OPINION
RESEARCH. HE SAW NOTHING NEW IN MY REMARKS, WHICH HE
© SAID ARE STILL AM ATTEMPT TO HIDE THE FACT THAT WE ARE
DEMARDING COWNDITIONS AND RECIPROCITY. THIS, SAID LAU,
NVN REJECTS. LAU SAID THAT WE HAD MADE AN ERRONEOUS
EVALUATION OF WORLD AND AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION WHO
WERE DEMANDING UNCONDITIONAL END OF BOMBING OF NVN BY US,
" THE US GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER BEEN SO ISOLATED.

7. 1 CLOSED BY REPEATING MY CHALLENGE TO LAU TO FIND

ANY EXPRESSIONS OF RESPONSIBLE PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE THREE

SUBJECTS I WAD MENTIONED. VE ADJOURNED AT 1120 PH,

HARRIMAN - =~ k-«
, | [ . e L4
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THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION

WAIMINOTON

Wednesday - August 7, 1968

Mr, President:

Herewith the official translation of President Somoza's letter
responding to your farewell letter to him,

wu G
William G. Bowdler

Attachment

Letter of July 15, 1968 (in translation)
from President Somoza of Nicaragua.
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Official Translation

Republic of Nicaragua
" Central America

Office of the President
of the Republic.
Managua, D.N.
Nicaragua, Central America
July 15, 1968

Mr. President:

Thank you for the views expressed in your letter in relation
to your short visit to our country, We were very happy to learn
that you and your family enjoyed your brief stay here.

The trip gave the Nicaraguan people an excellent opportunity
to become acquainted with and gain a close appreciation of the great
leader of a friendly nation and of the free world.

The enthusiasm of the people of Nicaragua who were at the air-
port to welcome you and your family was evidence of our admiration
and gratitude toward the people of the United States and their leaders

who have made such a great contribution to their social and economic
progress.

My wife and I deeply appreciated the gift with which we were
honored during your stay in Nicaragua. I also wish to express our
thanks for your generous words about our Ambassador, Dr. Guilermo
Sevilla Sacasa, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in Washington,

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend very cordial greetings
to Your Excellency and to renew to you the assurances of my consid-
eration and esteem.,

Your good friend,
_l-"_—S:i.gnad_T A, Somoza
A, Somoza

His Excellency
Lyndon B. Johnson,
President of the
United States of America,
The White House,
Washington, D, C.



b b L Tuesday, August 6, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESINDENT

SUBJECT: Ambassador Oshlert Eyes Only Message on Tanks fer
Pakistan

Ed Hamllton has putogether the attached package covering all
aspeacts of the question of 200 M-47 tanks for Pakistan,

The draft reply to the Ambassadaor tells him that we are now trylng
to work out a tank sale through Turkey which has several advantages ever
the proposal to get them from Iran., I agree that we should try once more
to arrange & tank sale before we follow the Ambassador's second recom-
maendation, . e., direct U,5. sale of tanks,

We will monitor closely the progress of the arrangements with
Turkey and be certain that this suggestion ie not used as & way of
further delaying the precarement of tanks for Pakistan.

I do not belleve you meed discuse this matter further at this time.

If the Ambassador again expresses his unhappiness, we can maks &
{urther recommendation to you.

Bremley Smith
Attachment
DECLASSIFIED
B ) 4
KS:amc E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL) _77-/5¢

By sa , NARA Date &-5-0p
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Tuesday, August §, 1968 -- 4:45 PM
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EYES ONLY

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Tanks for Pakistan

At Tab A is a long "Eyes Only'" message to you from Ben Oehlert
urging a crash effort to get President Ayub the 200 M-47 tanks that you
and he discussed at the Karachi Alrport last December. Ben wants you
to Instruct us to arrange a sale by Iran, or, Uf that falls, to change our
current arms policy in South Asla and authorize a direct U. 5. sale. He
is very [rustrated -- along with the rest of us == by last-minute break-
downs in schemes to get the Italians or the Belgians to sell the tanks to
Ayub,

At Tab B, for contrast, Is Chet Bowles' plea that we drop the tank
project in view of Ayub's actlon on Peshawar and the recent announcement
that the Paks will sign thelr first arme deal with the Russlans.

At Tab C s a draft reply to Ben which simply acknowledges his
message and tries to calm him without promising him anything. (You may
want to discuss Ben's message and the reply with Secretary Rusk or
Nick Katzenbach; we have respected Oehlert's wishes and not sent this
message to State.)

At Tab D ls Nick Katzenbach's memorandum to you summarising the
results of the SIG review of armes policy iln India and Pakistan.

As you know, Oehlert's cable is the latest blow In a long battle over
military supply policy in South Asia. The analysis In the next few pages

tries to put it into perspective. You may want to glance through it as yom
consider Ben's message.

Message (Tab C) approved

Check with Rusk nd come back te me Ed Hamliiton
Call me DECLASSIFIED
S—— F.A). 13 .
EKH/vmr NI @7-,48
- By ¢t NARA Date y-t-97

—~FOPSEGCRET -- EYE} ONLY
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By e ,NARA Date? 2858

“TOUFSECRET EYES UNCY 8510512 AUG 68
F1 AHMDASSADOR OENLERT 5602
T0 THE WHITE HOUSE, EYES OHLY THE PRESIDENT, IMMEDIATE
RAWALPINDI: EYES ONLY THE AlIIBASSADOR, ROUTINE
* 1 WHEN YOU POSTED ME HERE YOU TOLD ME TO FEEL FREE TO
COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH YOU WHEN.I1 BELIEVED. THE CIRCUMSTANCES
" JUSTIFIED IT.

2. IT 1S FAIR TO SAY THAT I HAVE HOT REPEAT NOT ABUSE®
THAT PRIVILEGE,

3. THE CIRCUNSTANCES PO HOW REPEAT WOW JUSTIFY IT.

4. OUR WATIONAL INTERESTS IN THIS COUNTRY == INDEED IN

" THIS PART OF THE WORLD =~ HAVE REACHED A CRISIS.

%, HAVING, UNSUCCESSFULLY, USED EVERY ‘OTHER MEANS AT MY
CONMAND TO RESOLVE THIS CRISIS, I HAVE NO REPEAT NO OTHER
RESOURCE EXCEPT TO PLACE THE PROBLEN ON YOUR OVERBURDENED
BUT BROAD SHOULDERS.

6. WHATEVER ITS TROUBLES MAY BE VWITH SOME OF ITS EAST
EUROPEAN SATELLITES, THE ‘USSR HAS MADE AND IS MAKING GREAT
PROGRESS I¥ THIS PART OF THE WORLD:

A« 1T HAS ATTAINED ITS CENTURY-OLD AMBITION TO REACH

I',._'-,_‘_ w, bt J-.'I_'],l_g____'
= et
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TO THE SECRETARY FROM AMB BOWLES

I» DURING MY TALKS WITH T+ N+ KAUL! JULY 3p AND FONSECY

DAYAL' JULY 31, CONSIDERABLE: ATTENTION WAS GIVEN TO
BELGIAN=PAK TANK DEALe

2+ KAUL STATED THAT GERMANS, ITALIANS AND NOW BELG]AMS
HAVE MADE ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO GOl THEY ARE' BEING STRONGLY
PRESSED aY USG Tp PROVIDE' TANKS. ACCORDING TO KAUL.
EMISSARIES OF ALL THREE COUNTRIES ASSERTED THAT THEY WERE
BEING PUSHED [NTQ A POSITION OF CONFLICT WITH GOI1 BELGIAN
CHARGEs HE SAID, WAS PARTICULARLY QUTSPODKEMs

3+ KAUL STATED THAT A DECISION HAD BEEN MADE WITHIN GOI
NOT TO MAKE MAJOR [SSUE OF TANK QUESTION DURING KATZENBACH
TALKS SINCE PRIMARY INDIAN PURPDSE AS WELL' AS OUR OWN WAS
DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC' UNDERSTANDING AND HOPEFULLY MAJOR
AREAS OF AGREEMENT ON THE BROADER ISSUES« DAYAL:

MADE MUCH THE SAME POINT. ADDING THE! HOPE WE WOULD NOT
DRAW CONCLUSION THAT GOl IS NOT GREATLY CONCERNED ABOUT
IMPACT OF INCREASING PAKISTAN TANK' STRENGTH ON MILITARY
BALANCE [N SUBCONTINENT.

4s KAUL AND DAYAL' LSO STRESSED THAT SOVIET ANNOUNCEMENT

OF aRMS TO Pax[srlh AND THE' YERY SUCCESSFUL: HEEENT tDHFFREHCE
PROVIDED EXCELLENT (PPORTUNITY FOR USG AND GO] TO RESTORE THE
CLOSER RELATIONS WHI-HI EXISTED IN PnST- THEY ETITED THAT
WHOLE GOYERNHENT QUOTE INCLUDING: FHIHIH UHuUﬂTE-lRE

ANXTOUS TO DO. ALL' THIY CAN TO FOSTER THIS' IMPROVEMENT .

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZETION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY







—FOPSECRET == LITERALLY EYES ONLY

For Ambassador Oshlert from the President

Many thanks for your thoughtful message. I fully understand
how important the tank deal has become to our relations with
Pakistan and our position in South Asla. You can be sure, Ben,
that I will give your views full weight as decisions are made,

For the moment, we are pushing ahead to see whether a
tank sale can be arranged through Turkey. This would be preferable
to Iran on several counts, and we may be able to sweeten the pot
enough to get the Turke to go along fairly quickly. In any '.unt,
you can be sure we will give it a good try.

I much appreciate your giving me the story straight as it appears
to you. I know it ien't sasy out there, but I also know I have the best
possible representation.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

7146
1699
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SECRET— INFORMATION

Tuesday, August 6, 1968

Mr. President:

General Taylor has responded to your request

of last Friday for suggestions as to better ways
and means of defending our Vietnam policy.

1 have sent a copy of his paper to Secretary Rusk
who is working with Secretary Clifford on this
public information problem.

I have asked Secretary Rusk to talk with Under
Secretary Katzenbach about General Taylor's
last recommendation that the Senior Inter-
departmaental Group organize and Implement the
Vietnam information program.

Bromley Smith
B EDTEIED
Whita MHous o & 24,1983
Byl (i A, ot e A B
BKS:ksh
Attachment
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MFMORARDUM FOR THF PRESIDEWT e ate £/2-93

Subject: A More Vigorous Defense of U.B8. Viet-Nam Policy
This paper responds to your imstruwotions of August 2 to suggest new and

%o prepare publis opinion for a new propaganda drive %o ocompel us to modify
our bambing policy, and %o meutralise the possible psychologiecal effects of

The themes which I would recommend to serve as tha core of the publisity
are limited in mumber %o aveld diffusion of effort but contain the prineipal
we noed %0 establish fer our purpose. The following constitutes

Bunier's cable of August 2 gomtaime most of the basis material
lop no dearth of addijlonal material in
declassified with a 1littls sanitising

¥We wust repeat this argumemt again and again to drive home the
espemiiality of combimuing the bombing until the emamy undertakes sdequate
reciprocal constraimia. We must make the poimt that the bombing is important
militarily as & linitation on the enemy logistic astivities in support of mext
month's battle, not of tomorrow's. Henos, before we give i% wp, wve must have
an idea of vhat the ensmy will be doing next momth, not vhat he is dolng now.

Another argamsnt for the coniimuation of the bombing is its
effect on the course of the Paris negotiations. If we give up the bembing

—SRCAET
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To most Americans, a coalition govermment formed of Communist
and non-Comunists following a free elsciion eppears quite & reasonsble
politisal solution upon the termimation of hostilities in South Viet-Nmm.
Such goalitions are quite nomal in democracies where no single party has a
woricing majority of the legislature.

Bit this is not the msaning of "ocalition govermment” as it 1is
used in South Viet-Nmm. There it means the kind of govwerment which the
lsaders of the Natiomal Liberation Front bave amncunced to be their objectiwve.
They would eviet the present constitutiomal govermnment in Saigon and set wp
one of their own, dominated by NIF represomtatives who might acocept as oco-
members a selescted group of outeids politicisns of compatible views, This
would be in effect & Communist takeower--this is what the South Vietnemese
are opposing when thaey denounce a "ecalition govermment” and refuse %o awe
any part of one.

Program to Exploit the Themes

After produsing carefully prepared papers on these themss, we need a
goordipated program $o exploit tham. We should comsdder taking all or some
of the following astions:

8. Use the position papers for publie statements in Washington, Paris
and Baigon.

!. Metribute them to all U.85. Esbassies. Have Ambassadors redoubls
efforts %0 present the U.8. case %0 the govermmemt and publis of their lamd of
asoreditation.

9. B8imilar inetructions to USIB.

d. Offer help %o OVH in Baigom and to OVN embassies abroad in the
orgamisstien and conduot of a parellel progrea.

e. Rally all the Troop Contributing Countriss (T0C) %o the effort.
Oet heads of thase goverrments %o make public statements in suppert of the
bembing. Oiwe gonsidereation %o a maw Bumit Conference to serve as a scunding
board.






INFORMATION

-SECRET Tussday, August 6, 1968

Mr. Prosideat:

Gensral Wheeler reperts on his meeting with
General Eisenhower at Walter Reed last
Satarday. He was accompanied by General
Westmereland,

In response to General Eisenhower's
comments about how valeable his visite with
General Geddpaster had been, Gensral Whealer
sald either he or Gensral Westmoreland would
come to Walter Reed or Gettysburg every
theee weeks to keop him Ianformad on important
military developments, expecially Vistnam.

Bromlsy Smith

|
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SUBJECT: UN Security Council on Israeli Raid —

FOR THE PRESIDENT

The main speeches on both sides have now been made in New York,

e tha e ¥ Ay aada tirrrrad baase sed Aalf, 5

]
&84 Fhe Security Council is adjourning until tomorrow afternoon to allow time

for negotiationsa on a rauulutiun%—_. may take most of the

week,

We expect almost all s¥the Security Council members will support
condemnation of the Israeli air raids ‘-.-!Ei Evun the Canadians deplored the
Israeli action. We shall work for a resolution which will balance a.:;:y condemna -
tion of Israel with explicit criticism of the Arab terrorist raide into Israeli-
held territories.

We shall do our best to head off any call for sanctions, and are reasonably
confident thnt we shall not be isolated on this issue,

Aobaradet
&Wall and the State Department believe we shall probably have to vote in
favor of a resolution condemning Israel if it is balanced by a reference to earlier
provocative Arab raids., Otherwise the Soviets could isolate uu.r}fjl'ha present
situation is like the one we had last March after the lsraeli attacks in the
Karameh area, We did support a balanced condemnatory resolution at that
time.

Ag in the case of the Karameh raid, we expect the Israelis publicly to

discount a condemnatory resolution -- so long as it does not involve sanctions.

T Ll (=l
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CONFIDENTIAL Monday, August 5, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Wheat for India

Herewith Messrs. Freeman, Gaud and Zwick recommend a $169 mil-
lion PL-480 agreement with India. Zwick's memorandum (Tab A) is a con-
cise summary of the proposal. The more detailed Freeman/Gaud memorandum
is at Tab B: .

This agreement would provide for the second half of calendar 1968. Last
December you approved a $216 millioa bargain providiag 3.5 millioa tons of
graim to cover the first half. This agreement will provide another 2.3 million
tons of grain, aloag with small amounts of tallow, milk and tobacco. Total:
5. 8 million tons of graina to India in 1968 -- about the same as last year.

The development case for providing the food is stromg. The Indians have
moved on all the self-help measures called for im the December agresment
and are ahead of schedule on the important ones. The new wheat would go
primarily to build buffer stocks to back the CCC-type price support operation
we bave been pushing the Indians to adopt. Takenm with India's own bumpar
grain crop, this will provide the best grain supply situvation and outlook in
recent Indian history. However, this agreement givesius little new political
leverage because the Indians area't in the dire need of the famine yoars.

The most compelling argument for the agreement is our domestic wheat
situation. Despite reduced acreage the 1968 U.S. crop will be another record,
and the wheat price has now dipped uader $l.25 for the first time in a decade.
Freeman fraakly does not expect to reach our wheat export target of 750 mil-
lion bushels for this crop year. But this agreement is the core of any fighting
chance he may have.

Commarcial Purchases

India now plams to acquire L. 5 million tons of grain in 1968 bayond the
amounts we provide through PL-430. At least one million tons of this will
come in food aid from other donors. This leaves 500 - 700, 000 tons to be
bought on the world market. We have pushed hard to get the Indians to buy
as much as possible from the U.5. So far this year they have bought
146, 000 tons frem us (amd 200, 000 tons from others). We hope to get another

200, 000 tons or so.

snthort PR, 60T, 0] 25,4507 CONFIDENTIAL
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Cuban Problems in the Wings

Aps you coasider this, you should knew that we bave evidence of a new
transaction by an Indian firm in Cuba. An Indian engineering company bae
contracted with the Castro Government to do the plans for a metal refinery
which will probably process products ef an expropriated American mins.
The Indian involvement is estirely private, so there is no legal restriction
oa PL-480 or other aid. But it is hard to believe that the ald-haters on the
Hill would let this one slip by if it caught their attention. The deal has been
in the Indian press but not, so far as we know, in the American papers. It
may pass uaneticed, but it may alse give us real trouble.

We bave made it clear to the Indians that we are unhappy about this,
and that the Coagress is likely te ba more so. They bave listenad politaly and
explained that it is a private transaction over which the Government has no
control. In fact, of course, the GOI could make it practically impossible for
the firm to go ahsad. But the Goverameat would take a lot of pelitical hsat.
State's judgment -- which I share -- is that the Indians area't about to pay
that pelitical price to safeguard wheat they doa't really nsed for immaediate
consumption. If we push them and make the wheat a conditien, my guess is
the only effect will be that we woa't move the wheat.

Recommendation

—

1 recommend you approve the agreemaent.

FEKH: LLw
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

AUG 3 1908

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: P. L. 480 Agreement for India

In the attached, Orville Freeman and Bill Gaud request your authority
to negotiate a $169 million P. L. 480 sale with India. Forty percent
of the value would be repayable in dollars over 40 years, compared
with twenty percent in the last two agrecments.

This agreement would include 2,3 million tons of wheat, bringing the
total provided under P, L., 480 to 5.8 million tons for calendar year
1968, Over half of the balance needed to meet India's total estimated
import requirements of 7.5 million tons is expected to come in the

form of food aid from other donors, primarily Canada, the EEC, Australia,
Japan, and the U.K. India plans to purchase up to 700,000 tons com-
mercially with her own foreign exchange, and we would continue to press
her to buy as much as possible in the U.S5. 1In spite of high trans-
portation costs, India bought over &40 percent of her commercial wheat
imports from the U.S. in FY 1968,

This agreement, which covers B85 wmillion bushels for six months from

a total P. L. 480 target of 370 million bushels this fiscal year, is
our only current hope for moving a lot of wheat when it is needed,
Freeman describes our expected difficulties in meeting our wheat
export targets this year in the face of record crops both here and in
other Free World countries. Cash prices are generally below the sup-
port price for the first time since the current wheat program was
adopted in 1965, and wheat is flooding to CCC under the price support
program, The other commodities proposed for thils agreement -- tallow,
nonfat doy milk, and tobacco -- are also in surplus in the U.5.

Self-Help - The Freeman/Caud memo describes India's mixed, but on.the
whole excellent, progress in meeting the self-help conditions we
included in the P, L. 480 agreement signed last December. The general
measures proposed for this agreement would help to reinforce the prog-
ress now under way.

DECLASSIFIED
i

EO 2 1 ¥
Ej:?q#“_ NARA, Date [R-2]-09




COLEBETAL

Political Considerations = The facts underlying your determination
that it 1is nmot necessary to suspend aid under the terms of the

Symington amendment have not changed since June. I agree with Gaud
that no action is required on this front.

We have recently learned that an Indian engineering firm has appar-

ently contracted with the Government of Cuba to provide the plans

for a metal refinery. Worse, the refinery would probably utilize
concentrates produced in a plant confiscated by Castro from the U. §.
Since the Indian firm is a private one, there is no legal requirement
that we penalize them under the terms of P. L. 480. However, the
deal could raise problems for us om the Hill. We have expressed our
concern to the GOI but, as a practical matter, it would be very
difficult politics for them to do anything about it ewven 1f they
wanted to. Withholding this food aid would almost certainly not get
them to reverse course, but it would make it impossible for us to
meet our wheat export targets.

Recommendation - 1 recommend that you authorize negotiation of this

P. L. 480 apreement, The CCC would have to take over most of the
wheat under the price support program if it did not buy it for export.
The agreement is within your 1969 budget, even after taking into
account the cutback.

Attachment

Approve

{

Disapprove
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CONFHDENTIAL 35 °
JUL 2@ 1968

To: The President

Subject: PL L80 Program for India

He recommend that you authorize us to negotiate a FY 1969 Title I, PL L8O
agreement with India to provide approximately 2.3 million tons of wheat/
wheat flour (covering last helf CY 1968 reguirements); 90,000 tons of
tellow; 4,000 tons of nonfat dry milk; and TOO tons of tobacco with a
current export market value, including certain ocean transportation costs,
of $169 million. Forty percent of the coumodity velue would be provided
under Convertible Local Currency Credit terms with payment over L0 years
including a 10 year grace pericd. The interest rete during the grace
period would be 2 percent and 2% percent thereafter. Sixty percent of the
comnodity value would be provided under Local Currency terms. These ere
somevhat harder terms than the previous agreement which called for a mix
of 20 percent under Convertible Local Currency Credit terms and BO percent
under Loecal Currency terms.

Heed for Projxam

The GCovernment of India has set its total feoodgrain import requirements
for CY 1968 at 7.5 million tons. The egreement signed lest December pro=-
vided for 3.5 million tons of foodgrains covering part of India's first
half CY 1968 import requirements. The 2.3 million tons included in this
proposal would bring the total U. 8. grains for CY 1965 to 5.8 million

tons leaving & balance of 1.7 million tons. India has Iindicated that the
remsaining 1.7 million tons would be made up of a combination of aid imports
from other donor countrles and commerciel purchases.

The tellow would be used for soap making and the milk to help Indie sup-
plement her nutrition efforts. The tobacco would be for use in the
manufacture of certain specinl brands of cigarettes requiring high-grade
U. 5. tobeeco.

We expect great difficulty in meeting our wheat export target of T50
million bushels for the crop year beginning July 1, 19589, We will be
facing sharp competition from other wheat exporting countries for the
comsercial market while prospects for programing under PL 480 at this
time are limited because of large crops in major recipient countries.

Despite reduced acreajze, the July Crop Report forecasts production of
wheat at & record of just under 1.6 billion bushels, b percent mbove the
previous high of 1967. Indie has been by far the largest outlet for

PL 480 wheat exports. The current request for 2.3 million tons (approx-
izately 85 millicn bushels) is well below previous requests end there

iz an urgent need to move this quantity es ecarly as possible in the

erop year.
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Ax. POLITICEL- SEVALCEHTSTIN SOULISFEETHAN

_? &f President Thieu appears to be reasonakbly con-
f;dent that South Vietnam can gradually develcop the
strength to cope witﬁ the Communicst challenge o

vel gsxic )

m felt tae Honolulu conference had done

mach te lEPEl public fears that the US might force

an undesirable peace settlement on the country although

he acknowledged that some South Vietnamese remained

suspicious of what he and President Johnson may have

discussed in private. Thieu reiterated that his own

position was a willingness to talk with Hanol and to

try to develop a dialogue with the Viet Cong Liberation

Front, but that any concept of a coalition governmant
remains unacceptable.

:DTcuching on some of the reasons for his rela-
tive nptimism, Thieu observed that in recent months
the idea of negotiations and peace has become far
mora acceptable to thz South Vietnamese and that urban
residents have come to realize their stake in the con-
flict and the need for unity among non-Communists.
Thieu noted that the new progovernment alliance, the
Lien Minh, was making "satisfactory progress," but that
he will have to provide personal leadership if it is
to have a chance of suicceeding. He said he planned
steps to improve government leadership at the local
lavels and had already ordered the corps commanders
to work closely with the provinces to provide adecuate
village and hamlet security and to attack the Viet
Cong infrastructure so that Communist efforts to
organize and control wide areas of the countryside
coulé be defeated.

G esxic ]
ade clear at

€ was one o osa still harboring suspicions about’
what may have transpired at Honolulu. He criticized
Thieu for not adequataly exploiting the results of the
conference and for not fully briefing other government
leaders on the talks. Ky said he remained confident
cf allied ability to repel a new Communist military
cfZensive but that he was less sanguine about the
political struggle siace the government lacked any
real program and the jeocple remained confused.
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FOR THE PRESIDENT ;

Sefor [ TY0s Fo :
FROM: BROMLEY B SMITH ' t’jj/
{ro-

SUBJECT: Jordan-Israel Issue at UN

The UN Security Council began meeting this afternoon, at
Jordan's request, on Israel's air attacks yesterday against terrorist
bases in Jordan. No vote is likely today.]jAs usual, we will work
for as balanced a resolution as possible, deploring both terrorism
and retaliation. However, this is increasingly difficult, given the
mood in the Security Council and the fact that Israel has built ;1u -
serious public record on the terrorist incidents leading to this
atl:ack:!?smte will have no recl:nune:n:daﬁl:m on our vote until we see
what kind of wording is pos ui‘bluﬁ%ﬁ‘%ﬁ{ we have to
expect it to be pretty rough on Israel.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Barbour is urging the Israelis to make
the moast of Eban's meeting with Jarring this Saturday, August 10.
The Israeli attack has already increased Arab doubts that Israel
wants a settlement. Unless we can persuade Eban to give Jarring

evidence that Israel means to follow upf the more flexible position

e —

Eban described to Bal@ serious substantive talk), the gains of the

Ball mission could prove short-lived.
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August 5, 1968 "f:;f.: /’JJ

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Return of the Bikini People

Attached are memoranda from Secretary Udall urging that you announce
a governmental decision that the people of Bikini can now be safely
relocated to their home island and providing an explanation of why for
security reasons we cannot at this time allew the people to return to
Eniwetok, The Secretary proposes a draft White House announcement
and draft letters for your signature to the Secretaries of Defense and
Interior, the AEC and the BoB directing them to carry out the Bikini
resottlement.

Secretary Udall's recommendation is endorsed by State, Defense and

the Atomic Energy Commission. It was also concurred in by Walt Rostow
before he waat on leave. High Commissioner Norwood has been working
on this project with the AEC and the military authorities involved and has
been strongly urging its approval at the earliest possible date.

George Christian has reviewed the desirability of releasing this announce-
ment at the ranch and concurs in the Secretary's zecommendation.
CQuestions and answers and maps have been provided the Press Office to
assist in briefing the White House #ress Corps.

Tab A attached contains the documents to be released consisting of the
Secretary's memorandum to you, the White House statement and the

letters for your signature addressed to the Secretaries of Interior and
Defense, the AEC and the Bureau of the Budget.

Bromley Smith
Approved; letters signed
Let Interior announce
Call me
Enclosures

CEJ:mlb (8-5-68)



Dear Mr. Zwick:

The Ssaretary of the Istarior has reporisd to me that a speeial
analysis of radislsgical levels of Bikinl Atsll has resulted in
the conclusion that the major islands of the atoll are now safe
for bumas habitation. The Defense Department has alse con-
¢luded that security requirements are such that the return of
the formar Bikini peeple to thair traditional home can ba
azcommodatad.

The return of these people cannet, however, be acsomplished
overnight. Thers remains the major task of werking with the
Bikini leadarship in planning the retarn, of removing any
remaining sources of radislogizal contamination, of clsaring
the land and of replanting it to crops which will sustain human
life and which will provide a source of income. New homaes
and new community facilities must be bullt with the active
partizipation of the returaning psople. Thase tasks raguirs
resources bayond the means of the former Bikini psople and
of the Trust Territory Governmant. I, thersfsre, request
you to work with the Secratary of the Interier and the High
Commissioner of the Trust Territery in planaing a compre-
bensive resstilement program asd to assist tham I garrying
it out with all possible dispatch,

Singerely,

Heonorable Charles J. Zwick
Directer, Bureau of tha DBedget
Washingten, D, C, 20425

LBJ:CEJ:mlb (8-5-68)
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Memorandum AYG - 1 1368
To: The President
Froms: Secretary of the Interior

Bubject: Bikini - Eniwetok

Attachied at Teb A is an unclassified memorandum on the return of the
people of Bikini to their home atoll together with a proposed public
announcement and draft letters to the Secretary of Defense, the
Chairmen of the Atomic Energy Cormission .and the Bureau of the Budget,
es well as to me, concerning resebtlemesnt of the Bikinians.

In anticipation of a desire on the part of former Bikinl residents to
return to their atoll, I asked the Atomic Energy Commission in

December 1966 to conduct a radiation survey to determine whether the
islands were safe for hebitation. I also asked the Defense Department
to determine whether there was any further military requirement for
Bikini. As these actlons were taking place, considerable news interest
began to build on the future of Bikini. Much interest was genercted by
a petition sent to the UN Trusteeship Councll by a Peace Corps volunteer
on Kili where most of the former Bikini people live. This was followed
by erticles on Bikini appearing in Time and Newsweek magazines. Interest
in the question has also remained high in the Trust Territory.

Meanwhile, the Atomic Energy Commission and the Defense Department con-
cluded that Bikini could be returned to the natives and we are now
working on plans to effect their return. It is probable that aa
anaouncement of the Govermment's decision to return Bikini to its native
inbabitants will spur the former Eniwetok natives now residing on Ujelang
to press for their return to Eniwetok. The representatives of the former
inhabitants of Eniwetck have already sent a petition to the Trusteeship
Council. The petition, emong other things, complains about conditlons
on their present atoll and asks that a defindite date be set for thelr
return to Eniwetok.

: cSrED
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preliminary resettlement plan will be drafted with the Bikini leadership
participating. The visit to Bikini should take place in the last half
of August or in early September. During the fgll the plan would be
completed and cost estimates presented,

Depending upon the avallability of funds, the initial contingent of
returnees might be settled within a year. Blkinl workers would be engaged
in clearing, planting, and building activities. Return of all of the
Bikinians now living on Kili might be accomplished within two years.
However, resettlement assistance will be required for a much longer period,
The atoll is now virtually devoid of edible or economic plants apd a
feeding program will be required until subsistence foodcrops reach adequate
levels and commercial crops come into production. It takes approximately
seven years for newly planted coconuts to become fully productive., The
coconut is essential to life on a coral atell, providing food, drink,

building materials, and, equally important, virtually the sole source of
cash.

There is attached a draft announcement regarding the proposed resettlement

of the Blkini people. PEikinl and the desire of the people on Kill to return
has recently been in the news and there continues to be widespread interest

in these people. For these reasons, I request and urge your public -announcement

-of the decision that the Bikini pecple can and will be relocated on tTheir home

L e 0

of the Interior












. as is the local custom.

"~ should be removed from the planting sites. The

EF '”"'".E. Lt LY

-2 - : : " i

Any village construction on .Bikini Island should

involve the covering of the site with coral rock

n.ndinle-ti\u urip meétal should be removed from

the islands adjacent to former shot sites.

. The population of land crabs should be lhﬂlrl
 reduced because of their high content of Mgr.

_1f pandanus trees tm.:h prnduct ldﬂlll fruit are °

pl:nnd on Bikini Iahnd. two inches of tnplnil

S

" area of removal from each site should be equal

to the area covered by the crown of mature trees.

3. Determinations should be made of body burdens of 37Cs and

905y at the end of the first year of residence on the Atoll

and as appropriata thereafter. Baseline surveys prior to

relocation would be desirable. hlut';lf-lﬂ of environmental

radiation levels on the Bikini Atoll and estimates of radio-

nuclides in food should-be made pericdically. These surveys

will provide a continual check of the radiatiom status of

 the people and lwirmm: and will help form a basis for

-_ decision as to the time of rehabitation of islands outside
n! the lﬂd.ni-lun c.nn;hx
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