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EYES ONLY FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE FROM THE .. SECRETARY 

Congratulations on your:handling of th~ talk with·Zorin 

particularly: his attempt to put :us on the··defensive about such 

&\lbjec·ts as the ,Honolulu Commun~que, recent press conferences, 

the so-calle~ lull and whether or· not we have had a QUOTE sign, 

,UNQUOTE 
. made 

' • I 

The following are comments on points you/~~ with Zorin 
• 

which might ~ome: up in· your .Su11~ay .. meeting. 

1) I~ any effort is mad~ to attack the Honolulu Communique 

01; the rece11t pres.s ·conferences of the ·pr~sident and myself, you 

, could point out t:hat it is no.t f?r each side to try to impose 

l~mitations on the public stat~ments of t~e other. Hanoi has 
. ' 

maintained a con~tant stream ~f invective ~hroughout the Paris 

talks and any reasonable o~ts.ide. observer .would clea-rly see that 

1ol. hi. 
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........ 

r:hat has been said on ou+ side is re~ponsible and.moderate. In any. 7 
event, _we assume tha~·what their representatives in Paris say to us is 

the authoritative e~pression -of the vie~s of the leaders in ·Hanoi on 

matters concerning the Paris talks. ~hey must proceed on the same basis . . .· . 

with what Harriman·and Vance say to them on our behalf. If you think 
I 

it wise, you c~uld add. that highes.t levels here had· noted their que~tion-

ing of your au_tho_riey at. the last tea. break, and w~re not in th~ lea13~ 

pleased that any slightest question had.been raised on this .score. . . 
·•2; Incidentally Dobrynin told roe tha~ he had repo_rted to hi$ 

government without consultation with ·us that r~ent press· conferenc·ea 
• • 25X1C 

in W~shington reflected no change in the pos~tion.of the United States. . . . 

3. •On the subject of the so-called lull, we know that July was 
. . 

one of'.the heaviest mont~s for arrivals in South Viet-Nam and that we 

e_xpect Au_gust _to be eve~· higher. Th~s is on the b.asis of most sensitive 

but reliable information. ~x~~~~x~~~xxiw2~xW2x~ 
. . . 

~~"9;UXJiWC~~Ji%u~~~u~,~W>cl.svwix»~~ 
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I You can hit them hard on the scaie of· infiltration during July and 7· 
_August. If they 1.·aise with you ·the_.recent arrival of 4,000 men of the 

Fifth Mechanized Brigade, you can point out that this was announced 

some ~on~hs agcf and represepts only ;a ~raction of ~hat they themselves 
.• 

are n~w moving into South Viet-Nam .. FYI Actu~llY, this Brigade is being . . . . 
substituted for a Marine element of similar size which ~as QUOTE loaned 

. " 
. . 

UNQUOtE to General.We~tmoreland in an emergency ~nd which will be with-. . . 

dt'awn. perhaps by the el'\d of 'this month. END FYI. 

4) I woul.d not_ take the ini,tiative to ask them whether there is a 
. . 

political significance ·1n 1 .the lull, :as •hinted ·to Murrey Marder. The 

trouble with asking th.e question is -that it suggests that if the answer 

is Yes, that would be enough on whiQh. to stop th~ bombing. As my press 

conference made cle~r, we need-to get an indic~tion not only that what 

is happening now is ·deliberate, ·but that i~ foreshadows future behavior, 

. specifically in the areas we have mentioned in the. proposals we have 

put be_fo1:e them. ('this is ·of course what ·you have already made cleat' 
.. 

to Zorin, particulariy in para 13 of your report.) Hence, what we 

really_ need i~ some. serious response to the proposals you have already 

~pene~ up with them on the Phase One-Phase Two basis. If they themsel/es 
: 

take th.e initiative.in suggesting that the lull results from a political 

L. ~ 
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rdecision, you might· suggest every indicat~on we ~ave is that the lull 7 
will not last very long and ask them for their comments on your 

earlier proposals. • The·, full background for this suggestion can be 

gone over with Vance in detail in W~shington early next week. 

5) Finally, as ~~e occasion_ aris~s,.I believe it is always useful 

in these private taiks ·to bring hom~ that we.mean· just what we say 

about=our own withdrawal, and-envisage ·the clear_possi?ility of~ . . 

phased withdrawal. : Whi;e,. we have said this over: and over _again, in 

the Manila terms, I th~nk it gains· extra weight tQ say it in the . . 

private setting and to convey the c~ear suggestion that if we were able 

to reach·the necess~ry degree of _understanding on what would follow 

our stopping the bombing, i-t could lead on to something in this area. 

GP-l. : 

End .. 
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FR.OM BROMLEY SMITH 

TO THE PllESlDENT 

J'rlday, Aupst 2, 1968 

For your approval there follow■ a draft me■■a1e of eondolace 

to Pre■ldent Marco■ on the ■ubatantlal lo•••• which appear to have 

occurred ln the Philippine bland■ a■ the result of a ■evere earthquake. 

"Dear Mr. Pre■ident: 

The thou,hta and h•rtfelt ■ympathy of Ile American 

people are with you and th• people of the Phlllppln••• 

and e■peclally with the famllle• who have lo■t their 

home• and loved one■ ln the eanhquake. Would you 

extend my pel'■cmal condolmce to all tho•• who have 

nffered Injury, bena._n .. nt, a.Rd lo■• ID thia 

tragedy. Sbac:erely, Lyndon B . .Johuon. 11 

BKS:ksb 



Friday - 3:30 p. m.. 
-00N.FtDENTb\L Augu•t 2, 1968 

TO: INFORMATION 

FROM: 

The Preaident 

William G. • Bowdler 

Pre•ident Trejo• ha• cabled you thia meaeage of appreciation: 

11 I am deeply grateful for your thoughtful message concerning 
the devaetation cauaed by the volcano Arena.I with re•ulting 
high lo•• of life, lnjurie• and material damage. I am also 
prof011Ddly arateful for the very important and timely help 
received from the United State• through your active Embaaey, 
which has contributed ao much to alleviating the depr•••ing 
aituatlon in the affected region. 

Very •b:acerely, 

Jose Joaquin Trejo• Fernandez 
President of Costa Rica 11 
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GOMPIDZ'Nn.t<L lNJ'OllMA TION 

FridaJ - A ... at Z, 1968 ~ 3:30 p.m. 

MEMO.RANDOM FOB. THE PJl.ESIDENT 

SUBJECT: ~Ullcal Crlala lA BoUYia 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NLJ Cfl-3{ . 

By~, NARA, Date i.J-~t/-'f( 

Preda.a Barrleato• la faclac the IDOft Hrieu political cri•l• of 
h1a two ,-.r. la office. Jt •tam.a from the paltUcatloa of the 11c11e•· 
Qae.-ara d&ar,-. a cop,- of wllleh wa• ~lJ hnalalaed to 
nc1e1 Caatro 117 •omeODe 1A Bolnla. 

Slace t1le &rr waa kapt .ader lock alld ur ltf the Army, tile flD&er 
poblted tMre, llrt•PRI llllo c,.eatloa the lo,a)tJ aad dleclpllae of the 
.Armed l'orc••• Tiu• pr..._. a peU&lcal claala reactloa of prote•t 
11J oppealtloa 1rcnapa, a ,oUce crac:la:lewa. thr•ta of •trike• aad 
at.daat 4~•• aareat bl tbe Armed Fore••• aad flllallJ, r•­
placemeat of tM clrillaa c:aw..t with• mediocre mllltarJ one. 

la the mW•t of all W•. Barrteato•• Jaterlor Mlalater ADtoalo Ar...-• 
took off for C.b11e when be &lllloaaeed tbat he .bad tte.D the oae that 
paaaecl the 0taeYara-cl1ary to Caetro. The clrcamat:aac•• of hl• "llNlaa" 
BoUYla, Ida paw.le atatemau. aad .h1.a de•.lre to com.e to the Unlt.d 
state• rat!aer tbaa 10 to Cua wblch haa laeea cleaperatalr trJial to 1• 
b.lm. all caat .. .-1oaa clCNllt oa the 1tou f1cl•• ol ta.. Araaeda• .e.r,. 
It •OIIDCI• to me•• t.lMMlah be &pMcl to NU.. acape1oat for hla old 
&wad Barrleato• 1a orcler to tab tu heat oil the natl .. Armed Fore••• 
laci••••ll,-, Ar--• la clae to arrive la the Uaited Slate• on S.tar-
claJ. Aqut 4. 

Jlarrlaato• stlll collfroab a dlfflcalt •l.baatloD at llome. TIie •bUt to a 
mlJl&a.,. cabinet baa aot reallJ Atlafied the Armed Force• aad la N1al 
NnnlJ crltlciMd JtF c1Yillaa eleme■ta. l'earlaa a ceaare••le•l 
lavefllptloa of the 4lary •pl•ocle u he allow• Coacre•• &o COIIVe.De 

OD Aapat 6, Barrleato• •e1tm• laclllled to delaJ It• opem.a,. There 
are alH badlcaUoaa that amlaltiou of.fleer• 1a tile Aflnr woalcl like to 
11ee the crlala to du.mp Ba.Trieato• • 

.AmNaaaclor Headeraoa talked to Barrleato·• ,-•rc1a,- al:aoat oar batere•t 
la ... lac Wm completa h1a coaatltatlo.11al term. He pye him ou.r 



emWZNTIAL 

lmpr•••loa that aU.wlaa C-r••• to coav1uae oa adledllla aad 1olac 
1tack q.tckly to a clvlllaa calmaet woald help blm hoW to W• oltjec:tln. 
Barrleato• •1reecl. Nt waa ...ape oa the tbnl ... 

So tar, Barrleato• laae weathiered the •torm aad NOMlaly •• a better 
Uaaa evea c.ll&ace to ••• lt throap. Olva ta.. kl teraal uttan ol hi• 
pr4>W.m1, tber• l• llttl• •• caa do bat pYe h1m coaUluaed moral 
...,.rt. Tbla we are 4o1■1,. It la ..,laltely l■ 0111' iatereat that lie 
r911D&la la power, INtca••• U la doabU-1 tut aapae el•• coald make 
•• pod a allowiaa la managlq tbat clUflcalt coaatry. 

William O. Bowdler 



Fl'iday, Aquat 2, 1968 

MB.. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for you- •lpaatv• ia a 
Proclamatloa of the llaterDatloaal Grala• 
Arna1emellt 1967. 

The Senate 1a•e lta aclTice and couezat to 
ratification of thia Izaternational A1ree• 
ment oa June 13. 1968. You alped the 
lutrumeat of ratification on June 15. 
The Arr-•meat waa HOqht iato force 
aa of J111y 1. 

E. ll. Fried 

U you approYe, we will aeed JOU 
aipatere· at Tab A. 

Call me_ 

ERF:mat 



. l 
I . I 
, . 

I 
. i 

~ 

DEPARTMENT OF 5TA1.E /--9/~ 
o-

WASHINGTON '9 -/'-' (. • 

t 

~/4,J July 29, 1968 / 

IN IEPLY IEfEI TO, 10690 

----
MEMORANDUM FO.R MR. WALT W. ROS TOW 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proclamation of the International 
Grains Arrangement 1967 • 

I enclose for the President's signature the 
. proclamation of the International Grains_Arrangement 1967. 

The Arrangement consists of a Wheat Trade Convention 
and a Food Aid Convention with_ a common prearable ·and was 
open for signature in Washington from October 15 through 
Novembe1: 30, 1967. It was sent to the Senate. ori January 25, 
1968 for advice and consent to. ratification. On June· 13, 

. 1968 the Senate adopted its resolution advising·and 

.consenting to ratification of the Arrangement.· The 
instrument of ,:-atification was signed by the Pre_sident 
on June 15, 1968 and was deposited on that same date. ' 

-2 

The basic elements of the Arrangement were negotiated 
in Geneva during the Kennedy Round of trade negotiations 
and wer~ an integral part of the agreements reached at 
that time. ·Both Conventions embodied in the Arrangement 
were- signed in behalf of all 12 parties to the Kennedy 
Round Memorandum of Agreement and the Wheat Trade 
Convention was signed also in behalf of 20 other Governments. 
The Arrangement is designed to replace "the Intez-national 
Wheat Agreement 1962, as extended and modified, to which 
the United States is a party, but th~ ~rrange~ent ~s_more 
comprehensive than the 1962 Agreement. 

The Wheat Trad·e Convention provides new and improved 
procedures for stabilizing world wheat prices and 
establishes minimum and maximum prices in world trade 
for 14 major wheats at·levels substantially higher than 

" • - r~• .......,_.. .__ 

\ 
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l . I 
under the 1962 Agreement. This Convention also assures 
that the United States and other .exporting member countries 
will be able to provide a specified minimum_ share of the· 
import requirements of other members. Procedures to be 
followed when prices reach min~mum or maximum levels are 
spelled out, as are guidelines regarding concessional 
transactions . 

·_ .. ___ .The Food .. Ai.d .Convention establishes an important 
new program under which both wheat exporting and importing 
countries will provide food grains to less developed 
countries.· The amount programmed is 4.5 million tons 

.. annually .for_a.3-year period·beginning July 1, 1968. 

The Arrangement, including the Wheat Trad~ Convention 
and the Food Aid Convention, was brought into full force 
and effect in accordance with the prov~sions of.Article.40(3), 
as indicated in the proclamation . 

• 

Enc losur·e: 

Proclamation. 

.... 

. ,; . I I • 

. 4(tt4~111il1!~0 
ifenjamin H. Read 

Executive se·cretary 

---- 11-----

............ : . . 

' • 

------



INFORMATION 

TOPSEC&ET 

l"riday. Aa ... t 2. 1968 

Mr. P realdeat: 

Here l• 0.aeral Taylar'• eT&l•tloa ollbo 
hall la eaemy actiYltte• la Solltla Vletaam. 

a.a.rat Tayi.tr plau to •ead JO• a •eparato 
paper cwerla1 ncammeaAled actloDe baaed Oil 

tile cucluloaa Ile baa reaclaed. 

U aay pahlic ue l• to IMt made ef tlll• paper. 
I r•cemmed tbat ,- de aot 11•• 011e aeataace 
la tbe r.,.rt mdll wo llan learaed wluldMr the 
11. 000 flpre lacl..Sed la lt la aarud wltlda tllo 
btelllcw• Com,,.•lty. Tile eeateDce on 
JI&&• Z reada: 

''la eplte ef Ilea.,- le••••• tlw maaalve la• 
mtratt.a clllriaa tJI• •Prlaa &ad nmmer bu 
allewecl lalm to rala• Ill• c:11rreu Nartll 
Ylebla•••• aad Vlet Coa, Main aad Local 
Ferce aalt9 a., abo'at 11. 000 o•er their atreaph 
jlaat p$1" to tlae TET offeaai•••" 

Bremwy Sm.ltb 

BKS:amc 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD 

August 2,. 1968 

MEI10RANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Evaluation of the Lull in Enemy Activities in South Viet-!fam 

At your luncheon on Tuesday, July 30, you asked me as Chaim.an of your 
--Intelligence Board to examine the available information with regard to the so­
called lull in South Viet-Nam and to determine whether, in fact, there was a 

.· significant lull and,. if so,. to evaluate its military and political significance. 

In carrying out your instructions, I have discussed the points at issue 

. : . . 

.with Secretaries Rusk and Clifford, Deputy Secretary Nitze, Director Helms 
and the Acting Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General McConnell. 
Also, I have obtained by cable the views of Ambassador Bunker and General 
Abrams which you have seen in their entirety. 'In highly summarized for.n,. 

. I 

. . I· 
I 

•. j 

' . ·I 
' 

l . 
I 
! 
I 

.. ' .. 
' 

the following are the conclusions which I have drawn from my discussions with 
these officials and from Bunker's most ill'Ulllinating cable. 

Is there a lull? 

There has been a very significant -lull in the combat activities of the 
enemy in South Viet-Nam. Since about mid-June, virtually all of the indicators 

• of these combat activities have turned downward. However, concurrently,,there 
have been many indications of intense activity devoted to other for:ns of military 

. activity such as the refitting,. retraining,. reorganizing, arid repositioning of 
many of his units. Battle casualties are down in comparison with the first five 

• . • months of 1968 but our casualties in the so-called lull are higher than in the 
'. .. • corresponding period of 1967. 

With regard to enemy political activities in South Viet-Nam, tr.ere is no 
detectable lull--indeed political propaganda in support of the NIE and the 

• Alliance has increased. Efforts to proselyte by propaganda are at a high 
pitch but there seems to be some reduction in the organization of Liberation 

•• Committees in the countryside. In Saigon, the Alliance seems to be gaining 
a measure of support among some of the intelligentsia. 

l.Jhat is the military significance? 

J..s to the military significance of the lull in combat activities, t:-.ere is 
un.:i.r.i·dty of opinion that it bas been 1.iiposed upon the ene.-rny largely by ::-.ilitary 
necessity. If there w~re no political negotiations in progress,. the:-e would 
still be a:nple reason for the enemy to take time out to replace the severe 

,. DECLASSIFIED • TOP SE0RB'l 
• • • Authority ,J L-l - c. P, 5 ;;>.. ( 
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losses of the TET and the May 5 offensives and to assi.'11ilate the heav,J innux 
: of recruits arriving from the north during the spring and surr .. T.er. ilso, the 

heavy losses in supplies and equipment must have created logistic problems 
requiring a period of relative inactivity fer resolution. However, the re­
quire.nents for the reconstitution of units probably do not explain entirely 
the remarkably low level of current canbat activity. It see:is likely that, 
ii' he wanted, the enemy could be more aggressive now than is presently the 
case and, at the same time, build up his combat effectiveness. 

This regeneration of combat capability is probably both for the purpose 
of regaining lost strength and also with the objective of developing a rer.e~-ed 
capability for another large scale offensive some time this year. While 
evidence as to the possible timing of a rer.ewed offensive is mixed, several 

. dates have been mentioned in intelligence reports., most of them falling in t."ie 
• period August 3-18. By that time, the newly arrived recruits should be well 

• integrated into their units and ready to take part in an offensive. Also, it 
. -. . will be convention tiJUe in the u.s., a fact \bich may have a bearing on enem:, 

1 .. :·.... . • . • •timing_. 

l 
l 

. _::: •.. As to likely places for attack, recent enemy movenents and· dispositions 
:· • •• _. • ! • may be interpreted as . threats to the coastal region of I Corps from the L.MZ 
• • • .through Danang to Quang Nai, Ban Me Thuot, Loe Ninh, Tay Ninh .and Saigon. 

I • 

,· Esti.r.lates of the possible scale of the offensiva vary from a co'l:.ntry-wide, 
coordinated effort on the TET pattern to a lesser offensive like the one in 
May or even something _substantially maller. In spite of heavy losses_. the 

.. massive in.filtration during the spring and su:nrner has allowied h:im to raise his 
·I - • ·. . . . 
,; 

. I 

. l 
·I 

I 
J 

I 
l 
I 

·• I 
I 

• • : current North Vietnamese and Viet Cong Main and Local Force units by about 
•. · 18,ooo over their strength just prior to the TET offensive. Thus, in ter.:is ot 

numbers, the enemy appears to be in good shape to strike a powerf'.il blow • 
..... However, Abrams has the general initiative and, this time, ~here should be 

no possibility.of a surprise. 

What is the political significance? 

With regard to any political motivation for the lull, there is a ger.e:-al 
feeling that there is no c1ear evide;:'lce to suggest that the lull is pri.'Tlari~ 
for the purpose of influencing the Paris negotiations. There are too ma.--iy 
valid military reasons to support such a view. However, there is gene:-al 
agreement that the enemy has the opportunity to make political virt.·..:.e out of 
military necessity by exploiting the lull as evidence or an ostensibly sincere 
desire to lower the level or violence as a.tacit, conciliatory gesture. He 
can not aploit this point otticiall.y without giving up his position on 
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. .. reciprocity but sane Hanoi representatives in private couversations have 
• . ·-:.·alluded to their current restraint on the battlefield. Unfort.u."1a.tely., u.s. 
, • ·.-_ .. :_critics o:t our policy need no prompting and make the case for Hanoi on their 

_._-:: • _. • •.• ·own initiative. • 

, .. 

. . 

.-. 

: \· .. 
,., '· 
.. . . 

Summary 

There is an enemy-initiated lull in co."!lbat activities in South Viet-l-ia."!'l 
:,_·accompanied by an intensification of enemy military activities for the purpose 

of replacing losses, refitting units and creating a renewed offensive capability. 
That capability may be exercised at any time in a number o:t places. 

. • • There has never been a lessening of enemy political activities in South 
. ·v1et-Nam--in fact, in this period they have increased • 

. The combat lull -was imposed on the enemy by military necessity but, ci.S 

_a bonus, he has the option o:t exploi,ting it :tor _political purposes in relation 
·to the peace talks. There is no evidence to believe that it !s a genuine 
• signal of a desire to deesca.la.te in order to facilitate prcmpt and productive 

• talks in Paris. 

-1 ··_· .. 
M. D. T. 

:1 .: .,· 

f f 

.·: .. __ ·'.. -.'NarE: Beca~e of the need for a prompt reply to your directive., I have r..ot 
· • .-• ': . • been able to consult the other members of your Intelligence Board in preparing 
' ·: • this paper. With regard to recommendations of actions as a consequence of the 

·! •. -·: :·-- conclusions o! this report, I shall prepare and submit a separate paper. 
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INFORMATION 
' . •· .. 

THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, August 2, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Secretary Rusk asked that the attached 
report on the recent ASPAC -Meeting 
from Foreign Minister Hasluck be 
forwarded to. you at the Ranch. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 
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THE SECRETARY OF' STATE 

WAS·HINGTON 

-BECRET- August 2, 1968 

': /',, .,·• . . /.: 
' 

Mr. President: 

. Ambassador Waller brought me in 
the enclosed message from Paul Hasluck 
on the recent ASP AC Meeting. I think you 
will find it interesting to glance through this. 

Enclosure: 
Message. 

~ 
Dean Rusk 

SECRET -
ETERMINED TO ee AN 

A~ .l:NISTRATIVE MARKING 
N ·,r NAT'L SECURITY 
IN:' RMATION, E. 0. 12356, 
ScC. 1.1 (a). 
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~ 
MESSAGE FOR THE HONORABLE DEAN RUSK, SECRETARY OF STATE 
Fli~HE4USTRALIAN..JilNis.T~0R WERNAL·, UFAIRS ·• 

DATED 2ND AUGUST, 1968 

Third·~·:M1nis.ter1~ Me~_ting.:Q.;C MP~C q_q_uncil m~t in. 
CanJ>.~~A .t:-1:om. .3.Q.th._JJ.\ly t_o_ 1st J\ugust., and I thought you might 
like to have some ·personal impressioni of my own on it. The 
Australian Embassy in Washington w!ll have passed to State 
Department a copy of the Communique issued at the end of the 
meeting. 

The.:..meeting-wen:t. ver-y .:w.ell;. Perhaps the biggest 
gain from these and other regional organizations is the fact 
that Foreign Ministers and their senior advisers have come to 
know one another well and this has contributed to the growth 
of a sense of community. rC:tel-t :tbnc·s:enaco~·OIDll1WU.t_y _\!as.: 
P~l,'t~1arly•rnm:ke4. at the gathering which has just concluded. 

~~apanese. 0·.e~and_ has t~~-QVed from our point of 
view. Whereas a year ago, the Japanese were trying to avoid 

- political discussions in ASPAC, they now accept it, and lliki 
hilnseli par~ipat:e<t:;JJl ·-..4isc:us~ion-·-on po_li tical matters. The 
Japanese still remain the most reluctant of all ASPAC merabers 
to take public po~itions, particularly on questions relating 
_to Communist China, North Korea or North Viet Nam. Miki explains 
this primarily in terms of the difficulties the Japanese Government 
has with its domestic opinion, but no doubt the Japanese also wish 
to maintain the maximum flexibility for the future in relation to 
the Communist countries. • ' 

During the Conference the.7,l~•Min:ts-ur::o:!nhe 
Re:pu Qlic. .o.L~Y.ie.tJiam • had:.:thr.e.e·. 1>r1 vat·~-~~ ~tiMs ·with Miki and, 
according to the Vietnamese, they went very well. • ·The Vietna.cese 
say they fo~d-~iki personally much more understanding of their 
position and sympathetic to them than he was twelve months ago. 
I think it is useful that cl~i,.M•··put '.-it1r-::narne:-~:;to--r.the:-1re~er~l1cee 
to~ __ V;i,et Nanr· ,:1 n ·the-· Qo.Jmllllni.qu~!' . 

The Vietnamese Minister told me· that he discussed 
with Miki and with Khir Johari from Malaysia possible membership 
of a new International Control Commission in the event that one 
was needed to supervise some aspect of a settlement or agreement 
on cessation of hostilities. He claims that both said their 
countries would be willing to act. I have some personal doubt 
whether this is the sort of subject·on which Johari could give 

• a:ny undertaking for Malaysia, and possibly the Vietnamese , 
Minister may be over-optimistic. He also speculated about the 
suitability of Algeria for such a Commission. 



• •. ••I ·• 

It is sienificant and valuable that J.n.pt~ .. •1 r. --~ 
·aGroed. to be. the host fer the A~:·r-1-..c !·:iini0ter-~ n~xt y ~:-.-:, wr.ich 
means that for the next twelve oo~tho, the Stantling C0mmitte:e 
will hold its monthly meetings in Tokyo under the chair::1c::::-.:-;;l-" .. ::.r, 
of hliki himself. During the past year the Standing Co:-:!.~itt&e 
has met in Canberra, consisting of the A.~bassadors here of th~ 
ASPAC countries, m~eting under ~y chairmanship. I h~ve cr,e~ed 
each meeting by giving a quite lengthy survey of in:crnational 
situations as seen by the Australian Government. ~he i~~oa~sado=e 
have then commented with varying degrees of thoroughness ar:.d 
instructions, bnd the records of the meetings have been given to 
the Ambassadors to send back to their Governments. I bel~eve 
that this has had some effect in helping to create a co::1r.1cn 
sense • of purpose. The holding of the Standing Committee =ieet.ir.gs 
in Tokyo should exert some effect on Japanese thinking ant on 
Miki himself. ' 

Tne:-'re·tere·nce·• .,;~o·· Korea. in· the_ Comr:1uniq_ue 5av.e 
sone- trouble in drµ'ting bec2:us<::.~·.the·· Korean ,Porei~. !ili;"'~is-:e.b 
w~--ited to have the. _ASPAC Council..- go furthP.r pn _the_ re.cord 
:thun other members· thought .. _wis_e ~- The Korean Foreign ~.il.nister 
indeed was rather···tiresome in trying to press his ?Oints on a. 
nu;:1ber of subjects beyond what was clearly the wish· of a.11 

. other members and I do not think he did his country nu~h good. 
U~fortunately, while the Koreans were adopting a po~ition at 
one extreme, the Japanese were on most points the country at 
the other extreme, and this led to a series of Japanese-Korea..~ 
differences with face becoming involved. on both sides. It was 
all the more regrettable because often there was not a lot'in 
question as far as substance was concerned. Iara afraid that 
our Korean colleague does not know how and when to yield 
gracefully when there is nothing much at stake. ~ 

The subject of~Sabah •• o.id not arise at the few.al 
r.ieeting, and as far as I can ascert~in, there v,as no private 
discussion of Sabah outside the meetings. I expressed the 
personal hope to .both Johari fron.Malaysia and Ramos fro~ the 
Philippines that the matter would be settled amicably. Neither 
seemed to want to· discuss it. My personal impression is that 
iRe..~os is not·--at: :al:i... inclined to· take the::.ques:tion- a:ny furt::-.. er.:..-: 
an.e.. .. ttLat-he.- personally:~se·es .. the- .folly ... of...allowing __ thi~:_:j._~sue..: 
t.o._in-:e.=!.e~ . .wi.th:..:.~_mq11~_:_cQ.-:Ql)e~.~t.i.on. 

As usual, Tliana.t.-:Xhor.i:m:. di.d. :v.erLY.'.e_ll...:_and. pla:re.cl· 
a ccr.struc:ti:v.e .. ..rol.e~ Wei of China filled a quiet part and did 
·no~hing to rock the boat. ~h-:f_.Yie.tnam.~.s-~: .?.9.~_eign Mini ~t_e_r--4!.~ 
not have a great deal to say at the Meeting but he .. talked 

· usefully to others behind the scenes. He showed good judgr::en~ 
on how far to press his points. My judgment is that c.e hc:.~\;c. ·• 
~is._co:1.U1t n.:..Qy.:.:.t.h.e~w.a.y...::h.Q.::_c9_n9-:uct.e(?.:_.him.s ~lf.7::a t· :the· }.Ie 2t.ins. _; . 

Best wishes. Iara hoping to see you when I go to 
the General Assembly, unless so~ething intervenes to keep ~e 
here. 



.CONnDENTIAL 

FROM BROMLEY SMITH 

TO THE PRESIDENT 

INFO SECRETARY CLIFJ'ORD 

la a ••csre , • ..,._ .. c-v•reatioa till• afteraoea Secretary Ruk 
aad Ambaaaader Vaac• ap-Nd tbat Vaace w-1d .-,ietlJ retuia to 
New Tork M•adaJ I.or penoaal reaaoaa. Oa TuadaJ lie will come 
dewateWaftlaatoa. 

. :;.L, ...... "··-·~, 
White Hcu..-c ' · , ,. .. --r . 
By¥ --,,;_ !~ .. ~: .. :/t7-3~7'--' 



MEMORANDUM 
INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE ~ 
WASHJNOTON 

SEORB'f~ Friday, August 2., 1968, 11:2. 5 A. M. 

, . MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Before flying off to Bratislava for tomorrow's Summit, Dubcek spoke 
.-to the Czech people in a hastily arranged mid-day address. '.rhe s.peec:~ 
,adda.littl& new firm informati_o!l.,aboutj;b,~_na.t~e-9j...th.~.:JL~.9~odation,· 
reached at Cierna, -- • -- • 

Dubcek said Czechoslovakia's army is strong enough to defend its borders 
and the ·press is interpreting this to mean that the Czechs did not give the 
Soviets the right to station troops permanently on Czech soil. On the other 
hand, Smrkovsky characterized the removal of the remaining Soviet troops 
on Czechoslovak soil as a 11detail 11

, and this transparently defensive reaction 
to the troops question is not reassuring. 

Dubcek emphasized economic cooperation within the Bloc -- as did Svoboda 
yesterday -- and there is some guessing in the press and in our Intelligence 
Community that this means a commitment was made to go very slow jn 
breaking out to· economic cooperation with the West. 

Dubcek explained the Czech concession in agreeing to a conclave rather than 
a series of bilateral meetings by saying there wasn't time to negotiate 

. bilaterally and prepare for the September Party Congress. This was clearly 
an effort to put the be st face on thin.gs. 

Ulbricht' s departure by plane for Brai:islava has already been reported. 
Speculation has it that Tito's visit is now scheduled for Monday. 
Our Intelligence People believe there may be 10-2.0, 000 Soviet troops still 
in Czechoslovakia. There are no indications yet that the troops ringed around 
the periphery have moved to a lesser state of readiness since the talks -- but 
it is probably too early to tell from our indicators in any case. 

• Nat/\}'!,~s 

DECLASSIFIED J 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.G 
NL.J 7-ll>7 B , 

• Y~=--, NARA Date !.-II~'} 7 

SECrtEI -



FBIS J/ 
PUBCEK SPEECH TEXT 

PRAGUE D0l1ESTIC .SERVICE IN CZECH 1200 GMT 2 AUG 68 A 
. . 

(SPEECH BY CZECHOSLOVAK PARTY.FIRST SECRETARY ALEXANDER DUBCEK-­
. RECORDED) 

• CEDITOR'S NOTE: THE .ANNOUNCER INTRODU.CES .. DUBCEK'S SPEECH BY SAYING:· 
"SHORTLY AFTER, 1200 A SPECIAL PLANE FROM RUZYNE ARRIVED IN 
BRATISLAVA CARRYING THE MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE 
CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE HEADED BY 
ALEXANDER DUBCEK, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC_LUDVIK SVOBODA, AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER PROF DR JIRI HAJEK, WHO WILL ATTEND TOMORROW'S 
MEETING OF THE LEADING POLITICIANS OF SIX SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES. SHORTLY BEFORE DEPARTURE COMRADE.DUBCEK ADDRESSED THE 

· FOLLOWING SPEECH TO THE LISTENERS OF CZECHOSLOVAK RAD! 0") 

(TEXT> HONORED FELL·OW CITIZENS AND COMRADES: YESTERDAY WE 
RETURNED ·FROM NEGOTIATIONS OF SEVERAL DAYS WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE CPSU CENTRAL CO~MITTEE. WE WENT THERE WITH YOUR FULL 
CONFIDENCE AND AijARE OF.THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TASKS WHICH WE 
HAVE T-0 SOLVE IN THE INTEREST OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND OUR PEOPLE. WE KNEW OF THE HOPES AND FEARS WITH WHICH 
YOU FOLLOWED OUR TALKS. ALL THE MORE, I C.ONSIDER IT MY DUTY TO 
THANK YOU ALL FOR THE WISE AND CIRCUMSPECT ATTITUDE WHICH RECENTLY 
HAS CULMINATED IN THE MOVEMENT TO SUPPORT. BY SELF-SACRIFICING 
WORK OUR EFFORTS CONCERNI°NG THE PROBLENS WHICH HAVE ARISEN A~ONG 
US AND CERTAIN COMMUNIST PARTIES IN THE INTEREST OF THE FURTHER. 
DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS AND POST-JANUARY ·POLIC'.'f OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK 
COMMUNIST PARTY. · • • 

ON WEDNESDAY LUDVIK SVOBODA, PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLCNAK , · 
SOLIALIST REPUBLIC, SPOKE ABOUT THIS. WE PROMISED YOU TO STAND 
FIRMLY ON THE POSITIONS.OF POST-JANUARY POLICY IN WHICH IT IS 
OUR AIM.TO BUILD IN OUR COUNTRY A SOCIALIST SOCIETY WHICH WILL 
HAVE A GENUINE IMAGE,SWHICH WILL BE DEMOCRATIC, SOCIALLY JUST, 
AND OF A.MODERN ORIENTATION, IN WHICH SOCIALIST VALUES WILL BE 
CLOSELY LINKED.WITH NATIONAL VALUES, AND IN WHICH, ACCORDING TO 

. THEIR OWN KNOWLEDGE AND CONSCIENCE, OUR CITIZENS. WILL SOVEREIGNLY 
DECIDE THEIR DESTINY. AT THE SAME TIME., WE PR0~1ISED THAT IN THE 
SPIRIT OF THE TRUST YOU PUT IN.US, AS IN THE PAST, WE WILL 
REMAIN LOYAL TO OUR FRIENDS AND ~E WILL NOT BETRAY THE 
PRINCIPLES OF PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM., THE PRINCIPLES OF 

·COLLABORATION, AND THE COMMON STRUGGLE OF THE PROGRESSIVE FORCES, 
IN PARTICULAR THE FORCES OF SOCIALISM. 

• UlORE> • 

2 AUG 1331Z BE/TM 

I 



FIRSf ADD 31 <DUBCEK ?PEECH TEXT> 

XX X·FORCES OF SOL-~LISM. 

53/5) WE RIGHTLY EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE IDEAS ON WHICH WE 
BASED OUR <?ALLIANCE> WITH THE SOVIET PEOPLE UILL E~lERGE PURIFIED 
AND STRENGTHENED FROM THESE TESTS. I STATE QUITE FRANKLY THAT 
IT WAS WITH GREAT RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION THAT WE ACCEPTED 
THE FACT THAT WE WERE ABLE TO MEET SO SOON WITH THE.REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE CPSU. 

THE ·FEW DAYS DURING WHICH YOU WAITED WERE FILLED WITH INTENSE 
WORK FOR US. \1/E EXCHANGED VIEWS IN COMPLETE FRANKNESS WITH THE 
SOVIET COMRADES ON A VERY BROAD RANGE OF PROBWEMS OF OUR 
RELATIONS. THE MAIN GUIDELINE IN OUR TALKS WAS OUR POST•JANUARY 
POLICY AND THE FACT THAT WE WERE NEGOTIATING WITH A FRATERNAL 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AN ALLIED COUNTRY OF OURS WITH WHICH WE ARE 
LINKED BY PROFOUND INTERNAZIONAL BONDS. 

I STATE FRANKLY: YOU CAN BE COMPLETELY SATISFIED WITH THE 
RESULTS AND THE SPIRIT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. WE KEPT THE PRO~HSES 
WHICH WE HAD GIVEN YOU AND WE RETURNED WITH THE.SAME_CONVICTION 
WITH WHICH WE DEPARTED F.OR THE TALKS: TO CONTINUE CONSISTENTLY 
ON THE ROAD WHICH THE CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST PARTY AND ALL OUR 
PEOPLE TOOK LAST JANUARY •. THERE CAN BE NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE FOR 
OUR NATIONS AND THE WORKING PEOPLE OF OUR CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST 
FATHERLAND. SPEAKING OF THESE RESULTS, WHICH ARE FOR US 

.. SATISFACTORY, ONE MUST FRANKLY POINT TO THE GOOD WILL AND THE 
EFFORTS OF THE SOVIET FRIENDS TO UNDERSTAND OUR PROBLEMS AND. 
ALSO TO RESPECT OUR SPECIFIC CONDITIONS,AS WELL AS THE 
.INALIENABLE RIGHT.OF ANY PARTY TO SETTLE INDEPENDENTLY ITS AFFAIRS. 

THE SOVIET COMRADES WERE. ABLE TO.SATISFY THEMSELVES DURING 
THE TALKS THAT WE ARE DEFENDING THE PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALISM 1 
JOINTLY-AND THAT IT IS OUR WISH TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE STRENGTHENING· 
OF THE SOCIALIST MOVEMENT. IT IS.OUR INTERNATIONAL DUTY TO 
CONTINUE TO-DEMONSTRATE BY OUR ACTUAL CONDUCT THAT.WE ARE 
NEVER GOING TO DEVIATE FROM THE PATH OF SOCIALISM, FOR SOCIALISM 
HAS THE SUPPORT OF THE DECISIVE MAJORITY OF OUR PEOPLE, COMt1UNISTS 
AND NONCO:•lMUNISTS, AND OF THE ENTIRE.NATIONAL FRONT. 

WE CONVEYED TO OUR s·ovIET COMRADES THE. OFT-EXPRESSED .. CONVICT! ON 
OF OUR PEOPLE THAT THEY WISH TO BASE THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF 
OUR COUNTRY ON t·lUTUAL BROTHERLY BONDS OF ALLIANCE WITH THE 
SOVIE7 UNION AND THE SOCIALIST STATES. WE MAY SAY THAT THE TALKS 
WERE SUCCESSFUL, THAT WE SHALL AGAIN CONTINUE.WITH OUR COOPERATION 
ON THE BASIS OF THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
FRATERNAL SOCIALIST COUNTRIES SHOULD BE FOUNDED•-ON GENUINE 
INTERNATIONALISM, WHICH IS COMPRIS-ED BOTH OF UNITY AND COOPERATION 
AND R°ESPECT FOR STATE SOVEREIGNTY, AS WELL AS FOR THE PRINCIPLE 
THAT EACH COMMUNIST PARTY IS CARRYING OUT ITS SOCIALIST POLICY 
IN ITS COUNTRY FOR THE GOOD OF ITS PEOPLE, TO.WHOM, ·AS WE.HAVE 
REPEATEDLY STRESSED, IT IS FULLY RESPONSIBLE. 

CM ORE) 

. ; 

I 
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SECOND ADD 31 CDUBC .. SPEECH ·TEXT> 

X·X XIS FULLY RESPONSIBLE • 

. <TEXT) I TERNATIONALISM WAS NOT A MERE MATTER OF WORDS IN OUR 
TALKS. OUR T'W0 PARTIES DECLARED THEMSELVES READY TO UNDERTAKE 
FURTHER PRACTICAt. STEPS WITH A VIEW TO STRENGTHENING OUR MUTUAL 
COLLABORATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK BO'i.'H OF THE CEMA AGREEMENTS 
AND.THE WARSAW TREATY. OUR COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
HAS NEVER BEEN UNTURE TO THESE PRINCIPLES. IN THE FUTURE, TOO, 
OUR COMMUNIST PART.Y OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA WILL REGARD OBSERVANCE 

·• OF THESE TREATIES AS PART AND PARCEL OF ITS POLICY. 

1 IN THIS CONNECTION I WISH TO STRESS THAT OUR ARMY IS NOT ONLY 
A FIRM COMPONENT IN THE DEFENSE OF OUR SOCIALIST cm1MUNITY, 
BUT ALSO A SUFFICIENT GUARANTEE OF THE DEFENSE OF OUR STATE 

. FRON°TIERS AND, BY THE SAME TOKEN, OF THE FRONTIERS OF SOCIALIS~l. 
,• ~ 

I WAS ASKED RIGHT UPON MY RETURN TO THE AIRPORT IF OUR SOVEREIGNTY. 
WAS THREATENED. LET •. ME SAY FRANKLY. THAT IT IS NOT. WE NEED ' 
FRIENDSHIP AND GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE USSR PRECISELY IN THE 
INTERESTS OF SOVEREIGNTY AND PRECISELY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR PROCESS .OF DEMOCRATIZATION. I WANT TO STRESS 
THE NEED FOR THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY TO MAINTAIN THEIR PRUDENT 
AN9.-:'-S-T· _; :' :s.t:-ru:a ICE::~~T.nT~~BE= N'Cr-M-1-SUSE OF VAR !·OUS 

...SP-0. ~.~ :: : ~JS -'=:"1 C?=l=ONS·=AtUr-'fitEE 
u..1•' _ ..,, ,, t ,C'"Ac·,~01T:'~t- y.,11,.1rs 
llJ: ·~.~-~ti-=-•~-=-~~~~~ 

AND STATESMANLIKE ATTITUDE. THERE MUST BE NO MISUSE OF VARI·ous· 
SP0m' NEOUS ACTIONS AND MEETINGS FOR EXPRESSIONS OF VARIOUS 
ANTIS0CIALIST.AND. ANTI-SOVIET SENTIMENTS. 

ESTEEMED FRIENDS! I AM CONVINCED THAT ON THE BASIS OF THE. , 
RESULTS OF OUR TALKS WE NOT ONLY ARE FULLY ENTITLED, BUT THAT 
WE EVEN HAVE THE DUTY TO LOOK FORWARD, ABOVE ALL, IO CONCENTRATE 
OUR FORCES ON THE TASKS·WHICH WE HAVE DECIDED ro UNDERTAKE AND 
WH!Ca L:: ·HAVE OUTLINED -IN THE ACTION PROGRAM OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK 

. co:-. .-:uN:sr PARTY AND FOR THE REALIZATION .OF WHICH WE HAVE OBTAlNED 
. F ~fit ,iER R0m1 l'HR0UGH OUR NEGOTIATIONS AT CI ERNA NAD TIS OU. 

TOMORROW WE ARE TO HOLD A ME.ETING .WIT-H THE SAME OBJECT IN 
a~ATISLAVA, WHERE WE HAVE DECIDED, AFTER AGREEMENT WITH THE 
CPSU, TO INVITE THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CO~MUNIST AND WORKERS 
PARTIES OF BULGARIA, HUNGARY, T~E GDR, AND.POLAND. DURING OUR 
TALKS AT CIERNA NAD TISOU GOOD FOUNDATIONS WERE LAID FOR THIS 
t4EETING. •• 

CM0RE) 

2 AUG 1430Z BE/TM 
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'"THIRD AND LAST ADD 31 <DUBCEK SPEECH TEXT> 

.X X X FOR THIS MEETING. 

CTEXT> THE PREPARATION OF THE MEETING, THEREFORE, DOES NOT 
CALL· FOR ANY FURTHER BILATERAL TALKS ,SI F FOR NO OTHER REASON THAN 
CONSIDERATIONS OF TIME IN VIEW OF THE IMPENDING 14TH CONGRESS OF 
THE CZECHOSLOVAK C0r1MUNIST PARTY. 

AT THE BRATISLAVA MEETI-NG WE SHALL CONCENTRATE OUR ATTENTION 
ON THE cm1;-10N INTERESTS OF THE C?CONNUNIST MOVEMENT) AND WE LOOK 
ON THIS MEETING AS A PRACTICAL STEP IN THIS DIRECTION IN 
!HE INTERESTS OF INTERNATIONALISt·1 AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 
MOVEMENT. AFTER THIS STEP, OTHERS WILL FOLLOW. 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS MEETING THERE WILL BE TALKS WITH 
OUR FRIENDS FROM .YUGOSLAVIA AND RUMANIA. WE WISH TO SHOW IN OUR 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THE SAME PRUDENCE, THE SAME SENSE OF 
INITIATIVE AS IN OUR INTERNAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST POLICY.~£ 
BELIEVE WE SHALL SUCCEED IN THIS AND THAT BY SO DOING WE SHALL 
BE HELP I JG NOT ONLY OUR OWN DEVELOPt1ENT, BUT THAT WE SHALL ALSO BE 
MEETING OUR OBLIGATIONS TOWARD THE DEVELOPMENT.OF SOCIALISM AND 
THE CAUSE OF PEACE IN THE WORLD AND, THROUGH·OUR CONTRIBUTION, 
WE SHALL .CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CO~lMUNIST t·lOVE~lENT. 

. 
ESTEEt1ED CITIZENS, COMRADES I THANKS ALSO TO YOUR HELP, WE 

HAVE DONZ A 'PIECE OF HONEST WORK AT CIERNA NAO TISOU TOGETHER 
WiTH OUR SOVIET FRIENDS, TO WHOM WE MUST EXPRESS OUR 
GRATITUDE AND THANKS FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH THEY APPROACHED OUR 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

I REPEAT AGAIN: ALL OF US, AND ALSO OUR FRIENDS ABROAD, MUST 
NOW SEE TO IT THAT WE SEEK WAYS--PATIENTLY, CALMLY, AND WITH 
SUSTAI11ED ~:mEAVOR•.-OF'STRENGTHENING OUR COOPERATION, FRIENDSHIP, 
AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING. BY SO DOING WE SHALL CREATE FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS FOR A SUCCESSFUL PREPARATION OF THE 14TH CONGRESS 
OF OUR PARTY FOR THE CREAZION OF ENDURING SAFEGUARDS OF THOSE 
IDEALS FOR WHICH Cll.lE--ED> FOUGHT ~T THE JANUARY PLENUt1 AND DURING 
THE POST-JANUARY ERA. LET US, IN THE ·1NT£RESTS OF THESE AIMS, 
DEMONSTRATE· 'AGAIN THE PRUDENCE AND STATESMANLIKE WISDOM OF OUR 
PEOPLE. LET US WELCOME THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FRATZRNAL COMMUNIST 
PARTIES IN A MANNER BEFITTING THE MATURITY OF OUR PEOPLE, IN A 
MANNER WORTHY OF OUR CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST HOMELAND. 

CENDALL> 

2 AUG 14472 BE/TM 
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TOP SECRET• Thur•day, Aup•t 1, 1968 

B realda•t with the Pre ■ldent 

Friday, Aupat 2, l 968 8:30 A. M. 

A1end& 

1. U.S. Military Re•po11■ • to a North Vietnam••• OUea■lve 

General Wheeler will brtn1 to th• breakfaat hie ll ■t of ■peclfic 
mlli•ry action■. (Th• other• pre■ent will not have ■een thl■ 
ll■t prevlou■ly) 

2. Cambodia 

a. U.S. action• to clo■e down North Vietnam••• aanctu&ries. 

1. Diplomatic effort■ - Secretary Ru■k 

2. Military Plan■ - Secretary Clifford 

b. Dlplematic effort• to free U.S. •hip and crew held by 
Cambodl&n• - Secretary Rudk 
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DECLASSlFIEO. 
E.O. 12356, '"Sec. 3.4 

,NIJ 3'1-~7 
8v +=5' NARA, Date 8-lf-!_t 

, INFOR.MA TION 

-- 'iOP S.ECRJff - Tbaracla.y, Augaat 1, 1968, 7:45 P .. W. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: lloapc,Me• to General Taylor• Yemoraadum on Bombing Polley 

Secretal'y ltu•k. Secretary Clifford aacl General Wbeeler ba.ve aeat 
la the attached paper• alrina their •lew• on Geae_ral Taylor•• .memoraadam 
to JOI& coaceralng oar bombiDg policy la North Vietnam. 

You will recall tbat General Tayler dlacuaaed tbree alternative■•· 

L Stop tile bombing compleiely 

2. Contume G1lr preeeat policy 

J. 1Jnkta1 the leYel of oar bombing to tlaat el enemy rioleace- in 
South Vietnam 

General Taylor•• memera11dum la at Tab D. 

Ia brief. the tw. Secretari•• and General Wlloeler oppoae Hoking tlle 
level of 01U" bomWng to tbat of enemy violence la Sov.th Vietaam.. 

Seczetary Ruk 'bollev•• lt la too complicated to a._ni•ter aad seema 
to ••• military re■oarce■ la a way that do•• not achieve relatively ■tmple 
objutlvea. He deten# liowever., to bl• mllllary colleaguee on the 
mill~ a■pecta of the auueedoa. ,4Tab A) 

Secretary Clifford believe• the •uat••doa t• WlWorkable aad would 1M 
unproductive. Oar bom'bma l■ DOW tied to Ille ■eairity ef oar DWD force• 
and ahCNld DOt be tied to other veriahlo■. (Tab B) 

Geaeral Wheeler consider• tile eugge■tloA not to N ia our beat lat-ere•ta. 
He aay■ that tile value ol 1aariR& an. answer to a poealble charao that we 
lair to deeac:alate when the enemy doe■ l• not worth the coat ta reduced 
military effect■ of 01U' bom.blag. A predidable lncreaae 111 friendly 
casualtlea, aad the lo•• of our allies• confidence in the U.S. policy of 
ateadfaatly awaitin1 meaalagflll deescalation by Haaol. (Tab C) 

Both Secretaries aa4 General Wheeler come out •trongly la ■uppert of 
our :remaiolng oa our prosoat courae la Parla aa well a·• la Vl~m. 
General Taylor'• memo.ra11.dum make• clear tbat he aleo aharea thia Yi••~ 
l haYe aot pven to General Taylor copies of theee papera. 

' • 
, 
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BECRE'l' 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I wish to make the following comment on the memorandum of 
General Maxwell Taylor in connection with the July 29 editorial of 
"The New York Times." • 

!'agree essentially with General Taylor's second course of ..: 
action, namely, remaining on our present course both in Viet-Nam 
and in Paris pending a better answer from Hanoi than we have thus 
far hac;. I also agree that further action 'should be taken to explain 
the reasons to the American people. 

My concern about Ge:.'18.1.:..:2. Taylor's ingenious third course ot 
• a~tion is that it is too complicated to administer and seems to me to 
u:se military resources in a way that does not achieve relatively.;. 
simple objectives·. It would put any bombing of North Viet-Nam on 
an almost purely political basis and therefore expose us to political 
charges that it is an obstacle to peace and ought to be eliminated. 
Our present area limitation has the great value of simplicity. We 
are trying to give our troops on the battlefield maximum support , 
by interdicting lines of communication and destroying as much as we 
can of the men and material flowing south to attack our men. I don't 
quite see that this mission would vary with the number of incidents in 
the south so much as with the enemy effort to move men and material 

. from North Viet-Nam to South Viet-Nam. If there was a general 
reduction of ·incidents inn, m, and IV Corps, it is not clear to me 
that we ·would want to reduce our effort- to stop enemy action against 
I Corps. 

! defer to my military colleagues on the military aspects but 
I have a strong predisposition toward a simple rather than a complex 
arrangement where so many factors have to be taken into account. 

::· :.--·· .. • • DEClASSTFJED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NlJ 8'f-~1 
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THE SECRET ARY C? DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301 

August 1,. 1968 

MEMOR.A.'IDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

• SUBJECT: General Taylor's Memorandum of July 30, 1968 

General Taylor 1s memorandum addresses itself first to what 

-, - --

he regards as a "drive" to bring about a bombing cessation in response 
to the present lull in enemy-initiated military activity in South Vietnam. 
General Taylor properly poiI;ts out that we should not determine our 
own conduct on the basis of responding to any attempts to generate 
public pressures. I agree with his thesis, whether the pressure stems 
from Communist propaganda or from an American public eager for 
peace. Instead, we should choose our course of action on the basis of 
what will most clearly advance our objective of securing peace as 
rapidly as possible under circumstances that will afford to South Vietnam 
the right to determine its own political future. 

1:··r"emai• unalter•hly oppo.tecl to a boml;ing ce.saatioa. uac:ler 
circum•t~ces wllidl. gi•e ,u no reason to .believe tllat auc:h a c.essat~; 
will procluce suos~al restraint on t1le J>art of Hanoi and whi.c:h. mi1lt:~..: 
rnek• it. _c:liffic11ltto justify nsumptioSI,, however nec;essary. We have, 
however, properly indicated our willingness, and in fact our desire, to 
stop the bombing and move towards resolution of our substantive dif­
ferences with Hanoi whenever we have assurance that such bombing 
cessation will not result in our military disadvantage. 

General Taylor suggests that"the ·alternatives presently available 
a.:-e, first, to "yield to the pressure and stop our bombing completely"; 
second, to ignore the pressure and continue on our present course; and 
third, to link the level of our bombing with that of enemy violence in 
South Vietnam, removing the geographical limitations and varying its 
=-~tensity with the incidence of enemy activity and/.or friendly casualties 
i~ So.;,:.;h Vietnam. Other options, of course, remain open to us but 
need not be developed here. 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
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Dea.ling in the first instance with General Ta.ylor 1 s third 
alternative, I believe that exp:msim: oi !:::~ bombi.i~ i;i ;:~.:: nc,.L"t.~ .-
i.. :~s:,onse to the level of cnc~~y activity in the sout!l woulcl. be un:­
wc:-!,ab:!.e and unproductive·. Our entire experience in the war 
indicates that we cannot make Hanoi cease its activities in the south 
by bombing military targets in the north. Our bombing campaign 
in the north for three years has been unsuccessful in i.T.posing either 
sufficient physical burden or psychological strain to con-.pel the enemy 
to cease his military activity in South Vietnam. There is no rea.son 
to believe, and no evidence to suggest, that renewal of a bombing 
campaign against any and all military targets in the north would ac­
complish now what it has never been able to accomplish before. 

In my view, abandoning the present territorial restrictions 
would not serve our interest in achieving a satisfactory resolutio_n of 
the Vietnam confUct within the reasonable future. As you will recall, 
the adoption of the present geographical limitation was cha,ra.cterized 
in your speech of March 31st as a significant deescalatory move. If 
we were now to remove the geographical limitation, whatever the 
sortie level, such action would be regarded as an act of :major escalation. 
In all likelihood it would lead to Hanoi I s breaking off the talks. in Paris. 

I believe we would be blamed for this frustration of the pervasive 
hopes for peace and we would thus forfeit our present public opinion 
advantage. . The claim would be made, however unfounded, that we, 
were killing civilians in the nor..h in retaliation for enem.y military 
operations in the south. 

From the military standpoint, it is my understanding that our 
cozr~.a.nders have consistently argued against any bombing program 
involving intermittent attacks in the strongly defended northern areas 
of North Vietnam. In my opini_on, bombing raids that fluctuate with 
t!:.e level of enemy-tnitiated activity· in the south Y!,Q.~d_:;i_o!...2.c:.ieve= 
r ::_~:,;.l:s sufi;_c;ie_;.: ~~~_P.~c!:!..'.!. ~9_r th·e-~_J:l;Q.!_~ous· losses ~ pilq1:s and­
c:.:.rc=~:£t. 

As a practical matter, moreover, I believe that the suggested 
l~:-.k:l_;e of our bon:.bing of the north to deaths caused by.the enemy in· 
t!:e . .south.is_unwotlca.ble~- The aniount of fighting in the south, and hence 
the number of our casualties, is dependent upon our own actions as 
well a.s those of the enemy. 

-2-
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While recently there has been a substantial reduction in the 
nwnber of enemy-initiated engagements, General Abrams has been 
seeking to spoil or abort planned enemy attacks by intensive efforts 
to find the enemy. Our casualty rate will thus rise in accordance 
with his success in finding and engaging North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong forces. In my opinion, General Abrams shoul.:-' continue to: 
pursue his present offensive policy. But when he does so, it is _not _ _:­
logical to tie our bombing of the north to a level of casualties in the 
south_~tt:::-ibu~ble in l~rg~_ p~-~ to ~ur :lcti'7ities. • -·· • --- --·- ------· 

In your speech of March 31st, you announced that the continuation 
of bombing in the area immediately north of the DMZ would be controlled 
by considerations involving the security of our forces. At such time 
as we could do so without subjecting our forces south of the DMZ to 
greater risk, you asserted our willingness to discontinue even this 
limited bombing of North Vietnam in a.n effort to move closer to peace. 
I believe it is neither politically sound nor militarily useful for us 
to abandon this reasoning. Ou:::-bor..-:'!.Jing is now tied to t-'1.e security 
of ou:::-own forces:,: We should not tie :.t to othar va:-iables u..~relaJ_e~;._ 
to the -orotection of our men anc! our allies. This could lead to . . . . ... . 
intensification rather than diminution of the overall level of hostilities 
and would, in my opinion, end all chances of bringing the ~ar to an 
acceptable conclusion during your term in office. 

General Taylor'.s second alternative is to adhere to our prepent 
position, in which we bomb intensively south of the 19th parallel in 
an efiort to interdict the flow of men and supplies to the south while 
we seek in Paris some assurance that a full bombing cessation would 
not put us at a military disadvantage. !·believe that ~.is position is 
a so-..md one a:nd that it will, in time, produce results in Paris .. · 
~v~ili-:a::ily, I feel no u·rgency to adopt a different posture. Any decision 
to move from it toward new initiatives should be based on some solid 
prospect of progress toward termination of the war. I am totally 
convinced that a geographical bombing expansion offers no such op­
portunity, during the next six_months or in the foreseeable future. 

North Vietnam's politburo member, Le Due Tho, is expected 
soon to be back in Paris after his extensive consultations in Moscow 
and in Hanoi. We do not know whether his return may lead to a break­
through or possibly even the acceptance of the proposal presented 
privately by Ambassador Vance to Hanoi's num.ber two man, Ha Van Lau. 
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J :.:. It is noteworthy that the current "lull in enemy activity 
followed shortly after Tho's stop in Moscow on his first trip to Paris 
in early June. In any event, I believe we should do nothing at this 
stage to jeopardiz~ whatever chance there may be of such a development. 
Our main hope for a satisfactory resolution of the conflict, within a 
reasonable time span, rests in Paris. 

As for General Taylor• s first alternative, I agree completely 
that we should not stop the bombing as a capitulation to pressures 
of any kind and from any source. For us to stop the bombing, however, 
would obviously not necessarily involve capitulation. We have constantly 
asserted our desire to stop the bombing when this would not risk the 
security of our forces and would not create any other military dis­
advantage. As the talks proceed, we should continually be seeking to 
develop initiatives that will provide us with such an opportunity, permit 
us safely to cease the bombing and to move on to a discussion of 
mutual withdrawal under circumstances that_ will give to the South 
Vietnamese the right of self-determination. 

In summary, rag:::-ee ·with 9~:neral_'!'aylo~ on his r~comme~~~ti_o~ 
tl-.. a.t we should_ not now deviate frotr. our present course. I see no. 
reason to let present or prospective public pressures dictate our cours_~.: 
cf actio:i. We.should.not allow sue~ pressur_es to force us to emba;.-k.~ 
or.. __ an expansion of the bombing, to a premature cessation oi t!le bomb::ig~ 
or to abando:unent _of our search for a bombing halt under circumstances.:.: 
-where such further restraint on our part promises. to bring us close.r_tq 
a satisfactory settlement .. 

Instead, I believe we should continue to review carefully the 
status of our negotiations in Paris, the significance of the enemy• s 
conduct in the field and the initiative·• on our part that might forestall 
i.irther costly conflict and facilitate the Paris talks. In this regard, 
l ha. v.a been considering .a plaJ?-which might enable us to cea.se ~e bombing 
in the rea..ionable~certai,nty _that C\lr ;-~straint would n(?t be abuse_d,. ancJ..;; 
wtder circumstances which would enable you _to resume bombing ___ . 
immediately .i{it' were-.7° ·1 would be glad to discuss it-with you at your 

~ ------------convenience. 

. 

~~-~'l~,a_ 
Clark M. Clifford -~ 

-4-



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

CM-3532-68 
1 August 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Alternative Bombing Proposals 

1. This memorandum responds to your request for my 
comments on three alternative bombing proposals contained 
in General Taylor's memorandum to you of 30 July 1968. 

2. I agree that the ~irst alternA~ive of •topping the 
bombin! of ~o~th VietnUl completely wi~hou~ deescalation »y 
~anoi has the atteniant di~advantases lis~e~ by General 
Taylor. My memorandum of 31 July 1968, "Cessation of 
.Bombardment of North Vietnam," provides my views of the 
military disadvantages of this course of action. 

3. The second proposal o= continuing our current posture 
of holding our grou_nd is practical for the time being. At. 
present the pressure appears to be confined to forcing-th~ 
United States to take additional unilateral deescalation. 
I agree with General Taylor that this pressure, fed ·by the 
spokesmen of Hanoi, will increase. On the other hand, I 
believe that the current lull is primarily due to military 
factors in that the enemy had to regroup, resupply and refi~ 
after his unsuccessful May offensive, and I note that there 
is enough recognition of this fact to provide some balance 
against the pressure for deescalation. !£ _the. pred..ic.te.d. 
e~2my August offensives materialize, the pressures f9r 
dees~alatio11 .l?Y the U. ~-· should be further reduced. 

4. r·consider the third oroposal, ·matching our bombing· 
effort to the level of enemy •• violence in South Vietnam, not 
to be in our best interests :for the following reasons: 

a. The proposal iflG.9.~i-e.c.tly .pr:e.s.waes ··.en. ~•1,.i li~y i:9 
repoJ;t alL..f.r.i.enclly __ dea~h.s •ncl accurately :det~ne th.ei1:,;­
~~use.5J which we have thus far been unable to achieve. 
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b. Past statistics en "~ncidents," "attacks," 
"terrorism," etc., have proven a poor measure of the 
effects of enemy action in Sout:-. Vietnam. For example, 
the total incidents reported for February 1968 (3759) and 
May 1968 (4189), which were undoubtedly the two most violent 
months of the war, were close to the monthly average of such 
incidents for the first five month~ of.1968 (4054). Levels 
of bombing based on such statistics during the same peri9d 
would have permitted us only a smaller-than-average bombing 
effort to respond to the Tet offensive, during which friendly 
forces and the South Vietnamese population suffered their 
heaviest casualties. 

c. P·ublicl.y. acceptab.J.e • j ustific.a.tion of bombing 
increases would be difficult based on such "soft" statiS!tics; 
We would be caught up in a numbers game with the press. 

d. Our bombing would not be geared to military 
necessity;'we would be denied the flexibility to forestall 
enemy attacks by our spoiling attacks as we have done with 
increasing effect in recent weeks. O~..r. casualties would 
increase as a result~ 

e. The initiative to establish the level of conflictt 
would pass fully to the enemy. After preparing, refitting 
and massing under the sanctuary of his own inactivity, he 
could initiate surprise attacks. We could only react .. 

' f. The intensity and duration of our reactions would,: 
be subject to public debate on the appropriate trade-offs in 
"tit-for-tat" operations, measured response and gradualism. 

g. Public accusations would be made that our reactive 
bc~bing is punitive,: not geared to demonstrable military need, 
and, hence, indiscriminate. 

h. W'e would receive pressure to reduce our air and 
g~ound actions in South Vietnam because such operations would 
raise the statistical indications of "levels of violence." 

i.' The value of having an answer to a possible charge 
that we fail to deesc~late when the enemy does is not worth 
tr _ cost in reduced military effects of our bombing, a predict- r 

ab:e increase in friendly casualties and the loss of our 
allies' confidence in the U.S. policy .of steadfastly awaiting 
meanjngfu~ deescalation by Hano~. -
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5. I have provided elsewhere my views to you on 
expanding the present geographical limits of the bombing 
in North Vietnam. To accompany such an expansion with a 
reduction in sorties or bomb tonnage would deny us the 
full advantages of the expansion, which would have been 
authorized at the· cost of much public opposition. 

6. With respect to the three alternatives, under the 
current circumstances~ favor the second alternativei however, 
insofar as that part of it which includes a major public 
relations campaign is concerned, I am not confident that it 
would be successful. A• dicta~e~ by cban5u in th~milia9' 
s'ituation., _the ,J.oint: Chiefs au I will •ake appropria~e 
re~oJNNn~a~ions re9ar•ing future nlilttary course.s of ac-ti.oft..'!r -- - ·------

REPRODUCTION Of' THIS DOCUMENT 
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EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Stafi 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTS:,N 

JuJ.¥ jQ I 1960 

• •• M&MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

.. . 

The July 29 editorial in the New :York Ti.mes is the latest in the dri·1e to 
establish the point that the enemy is deescalat_ing in South Viet-Nam ar.d ;;e are 
not responding in the spirit or your speech of Mlrch 31, It seems sa!'e to 
forecast that such pressures,. fed by the spokesmen or Hanoi, will increase and 
will require us to g"ive serious consideration to an appropriate response. .. 

It appears to mo that we have thrco-·a.11::ernativo·~ to consider. 1'W'o:Ccfuid}. 
• • .. of-course,··yield,to the pressure and stop our bombing completely. This ca-pit-.. 
• • • • ulation has all the disadvantages mich wo have recognized in the past. Ir "-8 

··:· yield on this point., wa will make Hanoi tougher in the subsequent negotiatior.s 
·.-'_ •. • and 1-rl.ll recreate the conditions which contributed to the stalemate at Par .. ":lunjom. 

l·!e will cause serious trouble for ourselves with Saigon ,-mere our action will 
arouse resentnent and foment new suspicions of our intentions. The Hawks at 

. , 

home, comparatively quiet of late., will return to the attaclc and will beco::.e 
particularly violent if, after a cessation of the banbing., th~ ere~_ launches 
.the naw attack which our military people in Saigon are predicting. •• 

Rather than yielding to the pressure, \w'E(·:·c'oiila~t-fy. ... to .ignore .it ·and· ridt? 
O:-ut--tr.e·:·cnsuirii:f·critic~. This course may be possible but., if adopted, it 

. . .: : shou~d be accompanied, I think., by a.::"?llaj"~r-pub~c-relatio~'l!l?~-~--1:m 
•• • \9:--.9!\l"~P~ople-tha--reasons-why-we-can-not··afford ·to· yield,· , . . . ·--.. . .. . ...... . .... .:.••· ......... - .. . ., . . ••.- . . . .., . 

. .. . If this second aJ.ternative can not hold the line, there is a t~:..rhich 
: · .: . • , ··.has always appealed to me, the linki.ng-of· tha--icvel···of··our-bo~bing-to··that- o:f" 
, _ .. • · . :, · enemy-violence-in· South··viet._Nam~ We could est,ablish this linkage through the 

:-· •• • r . • statistics on enemy major incidents or perhaps on the number o.f deaths ca~ed 
.·_.-• .·:· .. by the e:1emy in South Viet-Nam. If we took this course, we would never give up 

. , a 

•• •.. · .. ou:- bo~bing of North Viet-Na,-n for keeps but would achieve a kind of auta:-.atic 
reciprocity independent of Hanoi• s·· vetp. At the same time, wa 'WOuld r.ave an 
effective ans~~r to any charge, n~ or later, that we do not deescalate ft-hen 
the ene.v does. 

Ii' we adopted this method, I ·would hope that, at the first opportunity, 
.. we woula. lift the geographical limitations on the bombing target syste.il. Ir 
we are goir.g to reduce material.4r the number of our. sorties nown or the 
to:m.ages of munitions'dropped, we need complete tl.exibility- in choosing the 
t1ost re:nunerative emmy military targe~s. . .' ... 
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Such a cha~e in policy could be made by issuing a statement along the 
!ollowing line: 

... . . . 
"Available data indicate that in recent weeks onemy violence 

• ·in South Viet-Nam, measured in attacks, terrorism, ha.rasment, 
sabotage, and the resultant militaey and civilian loss o! lite 
on our side, has subsided slightly (or we could indicate an 
approximate percentage) under that of the period imr.iediately 
following the President's Yarch 31 speech. u.s. military 
authorities have been directed to make a comparable reduction 
in the sortie rates being nm-m against North Vietnamese 
military targets for the immediate .t'Uture.n 

This language is deliberately illlprecise as it would be a mistake to be 
. ~apped in another n-umbers argument with the press. The interpretation ot 

the ebb and flow ot action depends on ma.r,,y factors, !ew of which can l;>e 
.accurately _measured statisticaJJy • 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAl ■ INOTON 

8!:Cft!! T /NO DIS Thuraday, Au1u•t 1, 1968 

Mr. Preaident: 

Herewith a capaule of Bunker'• 60th weekly report: 

. A. General 

-- Honolulu Conference waa major event in otherwiae calm July; enemy 
attack plan• thwarted by our countermeaaurea; de-eacalation intent unlikely. 

-- Peace queation dominated political activity; inept GVN handling of Dzu 
caae reault• from preaaure• to •take out atrong poaition for future negotiation•. 

-- PM Huon1 put• Saigon Mayor and National Policy Chief on three-month 
notice to show reaulta in cleaning up corruption. . 

- - Huong believe a hia drive againat corruption ia hampered by Ky'• alleged 
involvement in opium and arm• traffic. 

•-- Chief corruption fighter M. T. Truyen aaya taak ia overw~lming; com­
plaint• far outrun capacity to react; new legialation planned. 

-- GVN uae• lull before poaaible new attack• to advance mobilization, im­
prove army, conaolidate Saigon defense•. 

- - Thieu continue• to puah Lien Minh front; women'• organizatiol\ effort 
planned to counter VC exploitation and capitalize on voter increaae. • 

B. Political 

-- GVN harden• public line on peace; Thieu and Huong •eek to avoid con­
•. frontation with political foe• on peace iaaue as new NVN attack• loom. 

-- Huong puahe• effort to releaae peraona illegally detained. 
- - Ky power decline clear. Some capacity fo~i•chief evident in GVN 

officers' widow•' pre•• conference and requiem July 21. 
-- Hanoi give• Alliance new prominence; Ho Chi Minh laud• it a• major ac­

complishment. 
- - Alliance r~fute• US Pari• poaition; seem• to offer itaelf a• mediator 

between US and NLF; call• Huong a "atupid traito_r. 11 

C. Military 

-- MACV intelligence pointa to all-out aerie• of enemy attack• in mid-Auguat 
on target• including Saigon, Quang Tri, Hue, eaatern ·DMZ, Danang and Ban 
Me Thuot. 

-- US offenaive operation•, intelligence and B-52 interdiction could again 
aet back enemy timetable. 

. 
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D. Pacification 

-- Honolulu communique and Thieu interest giving pacification a boost. 
Some ARVN generals and ministers appear less concerned. 

-- Phoenix-Phung Hoang program for fourth month in row neutralized 
1100 identifiable enez-r:iy infrastructure cadres. 

Huong and Interior Minister Khiem moved' to replace 35 more district 
chiefs. New training and control programs should increase effectivene'ss of new 
chiefs. Hamlet administration also improving. 

Self-defense program implementation still lacking at province and district 
level. Khiem pushing hard; others, like Huong, are concerned about risks of 
arming groups. Thieu bas not forced issue. 

-- Enemy terror against refugees has increased markedly with recent attacks 
on seven camps, including Son Tra,in I and II Corps. 

E. Urban Recovery 

-- Project Recovery close to successful conclusion. Tet and Mini-Tet 
evacuees down to 97,000 and 37,000. Reconstruction materials widely distributed. 

-- Minister Luy and Embassy discussing three-phase plan to provide 100,000 
prefabricated homes at about $100 per unit within year or so. 

F. Economic 

Delta rice shipments to Saigon during July highest since May 1966. 
Retail and food price indices showed marked rise during July. 1 

GVN ordered new 20% surtax on tobacco and carbonated beverages. 

Bromley Smith 
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Thursday·, August 1, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM BUNKER (Saigon 34156) 

Herewith my sbctieth weekly message: 

LBJ LIBPARY 
CBS Sub~oena 
Case # NLJ/CBS l 0 

. 
A. General Document II I 09 

. . . 
By compar~on with the first s~ months of the year, July has been relatively 
unev·entful.. The major d:evelopment was the Honolulu conference; from a Vietna­
mese viewpoint, most noteworthy pecaus e it reaffirmed AIIlerican determination 
and signaled no dramatic new departures. H~re in Saigon, it has been in many 
ways a !Ilonth of waiting: first and foremost for the long expected enemy attack. for 
some kind of breakthrough which would lead to real peace talks. waiting to see what 
political developments in the U. S. may mean. 

While there were many indications that the enemy planned to attack in July. he 
has not done so. I think the answer is that his timetable has been upset by our 

. vigorous counteractions. There are some who read this decrease in the· level of 
violence as a signal of a deescal_ation ~o match our own. This seems to me unlikely 
on several counts. 

Enemy preparations for an offensive operation have been very much in evidence. 
Infiltration bas held at record rates and may have reached an all time high in July. 
Int~rrogations and captured documents are unanimous in predicting another round 
of attacks. Terrorist activities have been stepped up and now approximate the pre­
Tet level. 

'. 
In·the second place, the enemy has not told us he is deliberately showing restraint. 
As far as we are aware, he has ~lso refrained from saying this to any third party. 
li he intends the lull~ fighting to be a signal, he has been at some pains to conceal 
it. Certainly th_e militant tone of his propaganda has not changed. 

·Thirdly, the enemy probably feels he needs at least one more round of attacks 
to strengthen his posture in negotiations. Both Thieu and Ky have told me they 
believe it "inevitable'! that Hanoi will attempt to go a~l out once more in an effort 
to. make an_ impression on "American opinio~; that Hanoi believes one more- dramatic 
show of offensive capability will so effect American domestic politics that ·we will 
be forced to make the major concessions they s_eek as their price for ending ·the 
war. I also believe that their major objective is opinion in t_he U. S. For I feel 
th.ey ~ust be convinced by now they cannot achieve any major military succe_ss. but 
that thei"r hope is to ·weaken o~r resolve. 
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Political activity-during the month revolved in large part around the question of 
the government's· position on a peace settlement. Private discussions, both in 
and out of government, covered a wide range of proposals and alternatives. 
Particularly·note-worthy·was the considerable discussion of the possibility of some­
how c·onverting. the NLF into a legal -- and law abiding -- political party. • This 
heretofore very sensitive subject was even touched on in public, albe1t in very 
vague te_rms ,· by two we 11-known politicians . 

.. 
For the· mo·st part, __ however,. public consideration of a future peace settlement has 
been confined-to the Government of Vietnam line. The Government has tended to 
harden its puolic _posture both by word· and deed. This, I think, springs from two 
main f acto-r~-: •• ~· •. ~ .. • . . .- ... -..~ ........... -. 

·- _:. t .... ·:=-... -.. -=:-:- - . --~l1tf:'-. ··:-· • _ _, ___ ; •. - . ... - : :·. 
·:·. :. A. :-·The Government of Vietnam r'eels .it must enter any future peace talks 

with a tough maxim~ ·position from which it can retreat witho~t too grea~ a loss; 
.and • • • 

_..:. B. The Government is under heavy pressure from a combination of 
opportunistic political elements and sincere nationalists to reiterate and demonstrate 
its firm posture. 

The Government of Vietnam's reaction to these pressures was demonstrated in its 
·ine.pt handling of the case of Truong Dinh Dzu. I had warned Thieu before the 
trial what the reaction would be, but he apparently felt he had to go thrOU:gh with it. 
The outcry in the U. S. and abroad which has followed on the arrest and sentencing 
of Dzu is understandable, but to a large degree the action is understandable as 
well. It has to be judged of war time rather than normal standards; it has to be 
judged in light of the background of Dzu himself, his known unscrupulous and 
opportunistic character, and the very real fear th.the might in fact lend himself 
to exploitation by the enemy; it has to be judged in light of apprehensions which 
existed here about possible shifts in U. S. policy and attempts by opportunists to 

' • 
exploit the resulting uncertainty among the public. In pointing out to Thieu yesterday 
that the reactions I had predicted had taken place, he replied that the Government 

:f~lt it had to take this action to p'~otect itself agaJ~~t the very strong possibility that 
Dzu could be bought o_r subverted by Hanoi, and in view of the fact that he ha4 
abused the Government's goodwill in releasing him from detention by immediately 
advocating coalition. He said, however, that at an opportune time, perhaps on 
Independence Day, November 1, he would consider granting him arnnest-y:. He 
as sured me also that he had no intention of taking any s_imilar action against 
Dr. Dan. 

The efforts of the Huong government to root out corruption continued throughout 
the month. Huong told me th~t he_ had given the new mayor of Saigon, Nhieu, and 
the dirgen of National Police, Coi. Hai, three months to present concrete results 
~ cleaning up corruption. We have had reports that both the poli~e and the city 
administration have made considerable progress in thei.r effort to reduce corrupt 
activities. And Huong told me this week he felt that some good progress has been 
achieved. 

SECI? i:'.I'/NODIS 
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While determined to press ahead in the attack on corruption, Huong and his supporters 
have also become aware of some of the difficulties they face. Huong claims that 
Vice President Ky is personally involv:ed in such things as illegal traffic in opium 
and arms; and that cor.ruption at such a high level makes it exceedingly difficult to 
reform the govermnent. Minister Mai Tho Truyen, charged by Huong with chief • 
responsibility for fighting corruption, recently told us that his task is almost over­
whelming. Complaints come in faster.than his inspectorate can deal with them and 
it is usually very difficult to get evidence th~t ___ will stand up in court.· The high cost 
of living and low wages for civil serva.x:its encourage petty corruption at the lower 
levels. • • 

. . . . 
Truyen i~ working on several measures which he hopes will serve to prevent future 
corruption as well as reduce present corrupt practices. These include legislation 
which will 'require officials to declare their resources, guaranteeing civil servants 
a minimum standard of living in order to remove the necessity for petty corruption 
at lower levels, and administrative punishment for officials on whom the Inspectorate 
cannot-collect evidence which would stand up in court. 

As I reported to you in Honolulu, the Vietnamese reacted to the Tet and 'May/June 
attacks with renewed determination, more self-confidence, and a willingness to 
carry more of the burden of the·war themselves. While July was in many ways a 
waiting period, this spirit continued and the Vietnamese did not waste this quiet 
month. They continued to move ahead with general mobilization, expanding and 
improving their armed forces, consolidating the defense of the Saigon area, and 
preparing with us for the attacks which they expect the enemy to launch. Our 
aggressive joint counter-actions undoubtedly have upset the enemy timetable and 
indeed I think there is the possibility that they may prevent the enemy from getting 
his attacks off the ground. In this case, I would expect that the enemy may try to 
make a virtue of necessity, claim that he has reduced the level of violence, and 
attempt to transform the struggle into a ·primarily political conflict. 

Also during July, Thieu quietly but firmly continued to consolidate his position as 
constitutional president, while Huong and his cabinet settled into their jobs more 
effectively. The Lien Minh was officially lawiched this month; organizational 
activity has not been as rapid and effective as we had hoped, partly because Tran 
Van Don has been out of the country, but the Lien Minh is being further developed. 
As an example, Thieu described to me his plans for creating an effective women's 
organization as part of it, emphasizing that the Viet Cong have made the _working 
class women a special target and observing in passing, there are more ·women voters 
than men in Vietnam. The refugee p::-ob~em has been much_ reduced and pacification 
~as registered new gains. July was, in short, a period of unspectacular but good 
progress. 

aJ;;GRET /?fOD:a 
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B. Political 

The hard line. As !"noted earlier, the Government of Vietnam has in public tended 
to harden its posture on the various questions concerning a peace settlement. 
Directly. related to this hardening is an increasingly tough attitude toward elements 
who espouse contrary positions. In part, this Government of Vietnam posture is 
a reaction to-various internal political· pressures. Before Honolulu, the Lower 
House issued a .. recommendation to Thieu calling for a time limit on the Paris 
talks, urging that talks be ended if infiltration increased or shelling of cities • 
continued, .µid r·ejecting any peace solution involving a coaliti~ government, 

_neutralism;-:-or a buffer zone. • Shortly there~ter, the Lower House independence 
bloc held a· press conference to di~cuss the Huong government's ''tolerance of 
overt propaganda for t_!ie NLF. 11 Following H~nolulu, Dai Viet Senator Ngai 
attacked the Prime Minister on the floor of the Senate for allegedly saying that 
the NLF originally had contained some nationalist elements; he was supported by 
Catholic Senators as well as his own Dai Viet backers. 

Behin~ the scenes, pressures· exerted by military Catholic groups and some 
military elements contributed to the demand that the Governm.ent of Vietnam take a 
tough position. 

Huong respond~d with several statements and actions. On July 14, he told newsmen 
the Government would press for "the eradication· o~ elements serving the 
Communists, even if the Government was criticized." He said, "We must do what 
must be done even if we have to answer for our acts before the law". Again later, 
he said that "elements who by their acts or declarations propagandize in favor of 
the Communists will be severely punished." 

These statements were made in defense of Government of Vietnam actions against ' . 
. dissident elements. On. July 12, the Government of Vietnam tried the leadership 
of the Communist alliance in abs·entia and condemned them to death. On the same 
day, the leftist student magazine~ Sm Vien, was siezed and its editor ordered 
·a-rrested, on the ground that the ..magazine had advocated coalition government. 
On July 25, the student edito_r ~f Sinh Vien was sentenced by the special military 

,court to five years of hard labor. On the following day, Troung Dinh Dzu got the 
same sentence from the same court. 

-· -
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While from our point of view, some of these statements and actions were ill advised 
and badly ha.mHed (I.have already comm·ented on the Dzu trial), I think we have to 
recognize that there were also some valid reasons for the Government of Vietnam to 
act as it did. Both Thieu and Huong are reasonable men, and they have made it clear 
in private talks with me and other members of the mission that they understand very 
well the full dimensions of the pe·ace ·probl'em. To accomplish a settlement, however. 
requires_ that ·they· avoid a confrontation at this time with their political opponents, 
both civilian and military. I think the rece11:t Government of Vietnam actions against 
dissidents- were probably designed primarily to a.void such _a confrontation, thus 
insuring that the Huong government would not now find itself hamstrung or perhaps­
turned out by its political opponents. The Government may soon need all its eiiergies 
to meet ene~y attacks, and a show of internal disunity now would encourage Hanoi 
to remain obdurate. _ - . . ._. • 

.. -- ... 
~--i . • ,. ~ :"/..;,.,: 

• ,1.i'. 

" The trial of Dzu should also be viewed in the light of Huang's efforts to release 
persons under illegal det-ention although this was clearly a secondary one. More 
than ·1; 500 persons have-been released recently as a result of reviews of their status 
by special committees which Huong set up in every province and autonomous city. 
Nearly 100 others are to be tried, while something over 1, 100 await a decision. 

Ky's role. As I reported in my half-year roundup, the Thieu-Ky rivalry bas been 
much reduced in importance by the decline of Ky's power. Some continuing capacity 
-for mischief which still resides in the Ky camp -- as well as its ineffectiveness -­
was demonstrated by a July 21 combination press conference and requiem service 
held for the Government of Vietnam officer~ killed in the June 2 accident in Cholon. 

Mimeographed copies of letters from the six widows to President Thieu and me were 
distributed. The letter addressed to me, which I have never received, expressed 
the widow's fear of an American betrayal of Vietnam. The letter to Thieu asked the 
president to demand that the U. S. limit "indiscriminate and destructive acts 
against innocent Vietnamese" and "behave in a proper and worthy manner" toward 
the families of the victims of "unintentional or intentional mistakes. 11 The widows 
also reportedly permitted the press to see a hand-written statement which termed 
the helicopter accident a "big question aimed at eradicating the anti-Communist 
fighters of Vietnam and the· comrades of Vice President Nguyen ·cao Ky". Mrs. Ky 
attended the service. Shortly after the ceremony, three of the widows withdrew 
their names from the letters. 

In a joint Army of the Republic of Vietnam/Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
press conference, the facts of the accident were made clear when·the Government 
of Vietnam, after some prodding from us, acted to release the findings of the in­
vestigation. The matter now appears to be closed. While the agitation of this 

• incident may have been the work of some of Ky's associates, the presence of Mrs. Ky 
raises questions of the extent of his knowledge and responsibility for the affair . 

.,, 
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Shortly after-the- requiem press conferenc-e, Ky, in talking to a mission ·officer. 
criticized Huong as too old to run the go~ernment effectively and predicted that 
this tenure would be· short-lived. He added that he intends to remain aloof from 
any participation in the government other than that required of the Vice President 
under the constitution. I think that Ky is still not happy with his reduced status and 
blames us in part for it. Nevertheless; while he may not be above trying to 
embarrass us. occasionally, I think he _also recognized the impossibility of any power. 
play at this time. I anticipate that hi_s power will decline further in the coming months.: 

. ·. .. . 

The all ia:zice. ~_anoi continued to push .th~ alliance during Jul~, giving it more 
prominenc-e in its propaganda than at any time since the founding. of the organiz~tion. 
Ho Chi Minh on July 20 listed the founding of the· alliance along with the "general 
uprising and offensive"· and the "shooting down of the three-thous.andth plane" as a 
major ~ccoinplishment' 'of the past months. . ~<-.::__ -<~±:"::: -· . . - '(•;:..,._ . 

••.r_::: l•:::•~,.;_~J,• • - ~:/.,.;~:~;:~•;-~\ • "••:. ~ ••.,?,:•, • • ,. 

In mid-July-the alliance issu~d its first majo:r. statement since May~ Principally 
devote~ __ to· refuting some ·of the basic themes which we have advanced in the Paris 
talks~ the statement also &eems to offer mediation between the U. S. and the NLF. 
It reads in part. "we have clearly stated that we are ready to talk with the U. 5. 
Government, which is a concerned party in the war, and to contact and talk with the 
NLF. which is fighting foreign aggression, in order to end the war soon. to re­
establish peace and to regain the national independence and sovereignty." This seems 
a fairly clear indication that Hanoi hopes to use the alliance as some sort of channel 
or middle party between us_ and the NLf. • 

The alliance also bitterly attacked Prime Minister Huong and his government in a 
July 14 statement. It accused Huong of "many blood-stained crimes" against the 
Buddhists in his first premiership and ~alls him stubborn, stupid, and a shameless 
traitor. The attack suggests that Hanoi may have concluded it cannot deal with 
Huong, or at least that the trial of alliance leaders has made it impossible for the 
alliance to play any role vis-a-vis the Huong governrre nt. 

C. Military 

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam now believes that present intelligence 
indicates enemy intention to launch an all-out series of attacks around the middle 
of August. Main targets are expected to include Saigon, the Quang Tri City-Hue 
a_rea, the east~rn DMZ, the area southwest of Danang, and Ban Me Thout. Interro­
gations and captured documents indicate that the enemy believes August will be a 
month of intense fighting. ·Most probable date for an attack on Saigon seems to be 
somewhere between August 10 ~d August 20. • 

The three enemy divisions which have threatened Saigon in the past have been pulled 
well 1:>ack from the city for the past two weeks and are now located near the C-!-m­
bodian border. There· is evidence that the enemy may attack Tay Ninh, possibly as 
a diversion to cover a heavy assault on Saigon. B-52 raids ha'\:e been targeted on 
these forces. In one ■■I ,4-.s"° 
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he gave us th~ coordinates of these units, 
we immediately diverted for the next 36 hours every B-52 available for attacks on 
those locations. 

Action in the-.First Corps increased a lit~le over last week, but remains relatively 
light overall:· There were numerous attacks by fire around Quang Ngai City and 
Danang, ·and one very sharp action north of Khe Sanh. There is evidence of prepara­
tions for a major attack on Danang, bu~ this is not considered imminent. 

• •• • f -:: ., - ._ .,..., • -... : L ... •:- -· • • :' '• 

In the Sec~ii~ C~~tti:~ fi;~t·-~,fo~h ;i~t;~~es: c"A:;iny Di~-sion has mo;e~ into 
position tQ th:re~aten··:Ban._Me ~hout. General .Abrams believe~ th"is is a diversionary 
effort, hOWeJ(~r. d"esigne~~get us to pull forces out o~. the First or Third Corps. 
1ri the Four'th Corps., -the ·enemy is apparently exp.eriencing· difficulties.·· Significant 

: • , • •• •,, u • 1 .... ~,,. • 

losses of men and materia-~,_.-are hindering preparations for attacks, and the enemy is 
also running into resi-s-tance-to his extensive r·ecruiting effort. 

I should add that it seems to me quite conceivable that our offensive action and 
interdiction could again set back the enemy's timetable or indeed prevent his attacks 
frorri- getting off the ground. B-52 strikes combined with excellent intelligence have 
been an ·important factor in these efforts. 

D. Pacification 

Giving pacification a suitable boost in your joint Honolulu communique with Thieu 
helped to assure its forward momentum. While Thieu understands the importance 
of pacification, we're not so sure that many Army of the Republic· !)f Vietnam. generals 
and some ministers do. Thus, we are encouraged to hear that Thieu ca.m.e back from 
Honolulu saying that he was going to insist on much better central manag~ment of. 
pacification progrants through the central Revolutionary De~elopment council; and 
that he also intends to personally ch~ir monthly pacification seminars in each corps. 

June results of the attack against the VC infrastructure show that for the fourth 
month running about 1-100 identifiable members of the eliemy~s political cadre were 
neutralized. More important is the large increase in.district/province level cadre 
picked up during June. With Interior Minister Khiem issuing. explicit instructions to 
ca.rry out the President's 1 July decree, field activity should pick up even more in 
the weeks ahead. In effect, Phung Hoang finally has been fully launched by the 
Government after a hard ye_ar's wo,:k. 

Huong and Khiem have moved to replace- 35 more district chiefs. All newly­
a·ppointed chiefs are graduates of the April district/provinc·e chiefs course; h~ce. 
they are ·somewhat better prepared for their jobs than most appointees in the past. 
This brings to 117 the district/province officials removed as a d~rect result of our 
efforts !o improve local leadership by eliminating_ corrupt and ineffective· officials; 

·-: : 
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Khiem indic.ate.s ·that more heads will r~lt He is organizing a new course for about 
100 carefully selected majors and lieut~I?,ant colonels who will become district and 
province chiefs. 

. ~::.";.. 

One way of measuring the rural situation ·is to assess the number of Government of 
Vietnam hamlet administrations that ar.e_ fµnctioning effectively. Right after Tet, 
our district a_dvisors noted more than -a· 30 percent decline in _effective hamlet 
administ.ration. Using an improved questionnaire, we took a closer look as of the 
end of .Tune. Of about 7,400 hamlets rat·e~ (all those in the relatively secure cate­
gory plus most of the_ so-called contested.hamlets), 5,997, or ~l percent now had 
relatively effective ·administrations ag~in. While the criteria used were not v~ry • 
stringent, the results at least show that the trend is up. . . ·. . .. ; .. 

' . . . 
Self-defense is reaching the crucial organizational stage. Although Minister Khiem 
is pushing hard, ess:ential instruct.ions have not gcme out to province and district, 
where program execution takes place. There. is some difference between those like 
Khiem who believe the Government of Vietnam should take a calculated risk of 
arming.self-defense-groups., a~ least partially, and those like Huong who fear that 
putting a,rms in the hands of the peopie (especially religious and political groups) 
will create more problems than it is worth. Thieu has not chosen to force the issue yet. 

Throughout the last month, incidents of VC terror against refugees have increased 
markedly.. Starting with one attack on Son Train Quang Ngai on 8 June, the enemy 
has attacked seven refugee camps in t~e First and Second Corps, killing almost 100 
-people and destroying nearly 1,000 houses. In every case, Government response 
~as been prompt, showing a growing concern by the Government in the refuge~ 
problem·. 

E. Urban Recovery 

The lull in enemy activity and relaxation of pressure on Saigon and other cities 
presents a good opportunity to dean up remaining recovery. Tet evacuees are down 
to manageable -.- 97,000; remaining mini-Tet evacuees number only 37,000. About 
80 percent of families whose homes were destroyed or ht!avily damaged have · 
received allowances due. Huong gave provinces a 30 .July deadline to make bulk of 
.remaining payments. Plenty of money and materials are available. Although the 
30 July goal was not met everywhere~ project recovery is close to successful con-• 
clusion, a bright-feather in the cap of the Government of Vietnam. 

Mb1ister. Lu-Y, who has brought new vitality to refugee affairs, has taken hold of 
an idea to provide small prefab houses for refugees. We have been talking with him. 
on a three-phase plan to provide 100, 090 homes, costing only about $100 per unit 
(fra...--ne only), within a year or so. The Government of Vietnam plans to construct 
most of them locally in order to get a prefabricated housing industry started .in 
Vietnam. We will help out by sharing part of the cost of a 1, 000-unit pilot project 
in Bien -Hoa, and then contributing counterpart piasters for fol~ow-on projects. 
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During the first two weeks of July, 18, 150 metric tons of rice arrived in Saigon 
from the delta. This is the highest monthly rate of rice arrivals sine~ May, 1966. 

The Vietnamese Government, as a first step in its new rice program, has called 
forward for d·elivery to Saigon 40,000 tons of Government-owned rice now in . . 
provincial mills in the delta. Economy Minister Ho has told U. S. AID officials 
that the:-Govermnent will purchase 150, 000 tons now stored in the delta. Following 
this initial purchase, tlie Government will announce a guaranteed purchase price at. 
which it will offer to b~y unlimited quantities of rice. Merchants will have the·option 
of selling_o~the market if the price is better. Later, we expect the Govemment to 
raise tbe.vyholesale price~ U. S. rice . 

. . . . 
a..:.: 
-~. . 

We have reached agre·ement with :the Government of Vietnam on the need to import 
another 100, 000 tons of U. S. rice in October·, November, and December. Half 
this rice will be purchased through the new U. S. $50 million rice escrow account 
and the other half will be the last part of a previous PL 480 agreement. 

The ~aigon retail price index stood at 350 July 1. This climbed to 367 July 8, 
· dropped slightly to 362 July 15, then rose again to 374 July 2. The index rose again 

.. this week, and is up over 6 percent above the July 22 level. The food index rose by 
s· percent this week; the non-food index less than one-half of one percent. 

~he increase in food prices is largely unexplained. U. S. military authorities 
report no ~erdic~ion of major routes into Saigon. It appears likely that increased 
consumer demand and seasonal factors associated with the rainy season, such as 

• ~·ransportation delays and lower river fish catches, were contributory factors. The 
8 -percent increase occurred despite a 2 percent decline in the price of the heavily 

. weighted _rice· component in th~ index. 

. I • • 

· . °'=1-,ring the week of· July 14-20, the Ministry of National Economy raisei the official 
prices of cigarettes, pipe tobacco, beer and carbonated beverages in order largely 
to provide the Government of Vi~tnam with a new 20 percent surtax, but als·o to 
compensate producer·s for rising_ production costs. The resultant net increase in 
.taxes from these products during the last half of 1968 is estimated at about VN 970, 
or art annual ·rate of nearly V~ 2 billion . 

..,_ SEClt!:Y /MO'Df3 
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la•t Juae bu pna to our laterropter• 
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VU"tnem••• ri.., the Parl• talk• la 
relatioa to tlaelr mlllla1'J' actlrity la 
Soutla Vleteem. 
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MEMORANDL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHINOTON 

Aug_uet 1, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. SMITH: 

~ecent-·int~;rro·gation·of Col. -Ngo~,-for~er Deputy· 
_Comma~der-of VC Sub-R_egion 5 in th_e· Saigon-area who was ·c;apture4!: 
o_n-Ju~£1 ~ reveals some interesting comments on the Paris Peace 
Talks. The following are extracts from this interrogation: 

According to the Diplomatic Viewpoint of North Vietnam . 

1. It is necessary to carry out attacks and negotiations 
at the same time. So far we have carried out the struggle on the military 
and political field only. Now there is a diplomatic way. Therefore, 
the nn_oti~tion-s~between .. the U. s;-·and North-Vietna~ad been mentioned 
during the General Offensive and Uprising. 

3. 
actiyiJle~Ll 

4: The rL• .. urtuf'tha. titJ.li&:;depeo·upol'fth-~~~l_i~a·ry a~d 
P£!~~~!. i~!ns_J. 

S. Avoid an illusory peace. That meant to acquire .gains· oo.­
the b~ttle"field_:.~~~tead of waiting-for--the results from the initial talks. ◄ 

-· - -..J., - p 

P\irpose·s and Reasons for Accepting the Taik•with the U~at Paris 

1. Make.President Johnson ~nable to say.that the Ncrth_ 
Vi"etnaTnea-o:l,;a.~~-nQ _des~r_e t~. engage in peace talks and create conditions 
so *at ~ex;:cou\d-blame-the- U •◄§.:.,. £,01;. ,P.Pt.~tcri>.P..!E.&...th~. :t>~mbing ~n North. 
Vi&t_~_m;a 

Z. ~!Jdtirthe . .world.:oelfeve-:that-tlie:WoJfd&..:.o~es.ident . 
:t.9~1'..~~on~igE5lJWWoaccsa1kcw4o;:4&.tl>U"V2' 

, . 



3. Causing differences between the U.S. and the • 
Government of Vietnam:·. The Government of Vietnam does not recognize 
the National Liberation Front. All discussions would be conducted. 
between the Government of Vietnam and North Vietnam. In the 
political field, the Government of Vietnam and North Vietnam were 
equal, but the U.S. accepted separate negotiations with North Vietnam 
for peace in Vietnam and to stop the bombing over North Vietnam, 
without the participation of the Government of Vietnam. That .proved that 
the·· U.S. raised North Vietnam to- a rank equal with them and did not 
consider the Government of Vietnam on an equal level with North Viet~~ 
On the other hand, they demonstrated to the world that the U.S. had 
decisive rights for airstrikes over North Vietnam without Government 
of Vietnam participation. Facing this situation, the Government of 
Vietnam and the nationalists would be displeased with the U.S. 
Therefore, differences existed between the Republic of Vietnam and 
the U.S. 

4. Creating conditions to enable the opposition movement 
against the Vietnam War in the U.S. and in the world to grow. 

Predictions on the Time and Results of the Discussions in Paris 

l .tr.Bot~sicies"iiacf the· intention-or.dragg{ng -out the discussionai 
\U1.t1.tlh_~-:-p:r..t;~.!<Js.ti!J.!l;;!!~-'!-~~i.on:-;jJ_i:Uio:J.I;..S.;"ana:aw.ait.ing .. ~! aults-from th~ 
p~~~~~ieJ~ 

Z. The Viet Cong would have a decisive attitude when a new 
U. s., President announced his policy on Vietnam. Thia attitude also 
depended on the results of the VC gains in South Vietnam. At that time, 
true negotiations for pe~ce wo~~d take place. 

~ 
Art McCafferty 

-, . 
·, 
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·_.· .. ~ ST · DECLASSIFIED .... 
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• . •"J i'. 8 .?.· E r S~IGON 34163 
.. · ... . . 
:-·:: ·:,-'. NOD IS/Ht\RVAN/P1.US 

Authority RAC ii? 3 rt o 
By H:o/ NARA, Date 3-t2f;!J 1' 

· .. • ·: ; • . . " . 
.. . _.-.. :LI!ERAL1. Y, EYES O N1. Y FOR THE SECRET ARY FROM 3UNKER 
.· ·-.~ . ~ . ,. .. • , 

·._<·. }cEF·: S7ATE 21_1281; ST~TE 212096 ... 
... • .. ~ ~··•···: .·. . .. 
_·._· •. ·: 1. t\LTHCUGH. I CAN t\PPRECIATE THAT TrlE~E MAY BE: 4 ~EiC r;.;; ~C~'.E •• 
.. • .. ·.:po I~T FO~ Oi FURTHER MOVE TO SREAK THE £)EADLOCK It~ ?AR !S, ! 
•. •. rE:':!.. STRONGLY THAT THIS· IS NOT THE TIME. r!:?S! ~rJO FC:~:"::'°.OST t II 
. _._· • .. cCMES roo· SOON AFTER THE· HONOLULU MS:E!I~G, A! WHICH !I!'i:: RE:- • 

• ·?CRTS Er1AfJ.~TING FROM HERE THAT -~GREEMENT WOULD a:: RE&\CHED 3'! 
-.. • ...... 'THE rwc ?RESIDENTS ON A TOTA),. S0:-1SING CESS!\!ION WERE ~!..~!1.'f'tiJE~I~~. 
·.-••. ,.·;TO u:,J::R!t>.KE &\~J E~RLY MOVE IN THIS DIRECTION WOULD CrtE:~TE: s~s- •• 

• • .. :·· :?!C:ON .!HAT THE HONOLULU CQPl!t:UNI:;}UE D!DW T t'iEI\N WH4! -rr s:..:J A~!). 
•,:.' • 'OE!:1~c: :'ROr'i ·THE VERY. HELPFUL AND ESSENTIAL ?.EASSUnA~CE: !HA! . 
. •• •• -.~1EE::!N~ 1\F'FO?.DEu THE.'VIET,i~{1ES:O:-PEOPLE. IT ':JOU!.D !E:-JO ro s:1:::-
• • .: . ·:_uL~ r:: SU5?1 CIO NS, WHICH ARE STILL CIRCUL4! I NG HERE TO SOM:: JEGREE:, 
' •. .. "7HA: S!C?.~T UNDER STANDINGS WERE REACHED BET1JEEN THIEU A~:> 7H:: 
•• : · .. :,?;(E:S·ID:::~! WHICH HAVE. NO! BEE-~l DISCLOSED. SUCH A r.ov:: AS 
:_:.,· :TH~~ P~O?OSEP BY HARRlMAN .AND VAN;E -COULD SERIOUSLY U~DE~-

•• ;\•,. ·,- T·. - -u· ~ POSITION • ,:iH 1cu H s BE-M S' as- '-1! I 1 ' y 5-:,·-\ 1G"'"''-••-f'\ .. ·• .,,.~\.:...:- . .-:. S ,·., n A :.,., U lArt A ...... ~ •• ::.~• •~:.e\ii:..1 
. ac-::-( 2Y HO~OLULU 4ND BY ;us· INCREASINGLY' MORE· VlGOROUS !.EA;)E:R-. . . . . . . . . . . 

•'• .... 
• • 2. ·;='RO:-i. A NEGOTIATI.NG _VlEW?OIN!, IT ALSO SEEMS TO ME: !HA'! SLlC:-! 

~j !~I?!A!IVE ·NOW WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY HANOI AS AN l~~IC~IIO~. 
- : •• c,;:-1.•!~t',K:~tss Oii OUR SIDE RELATED TO OUR OWN DOi'iES1'!C ?OL!T!:AL 
•. 'S!!t!:\ 7 ION. I PERSONO.LLY BELIEVE THAT OUR ?HASE I-PHASE: I l ?~O?CS~L 

• :·. ·ts A SOLID ~NO REASON~SLE 'BASIS .FOR .ME~tHNGFUL PRIVATE !A:..K5' IJI!H 
• 'THE. ::>RV uEl.EGAT'ION. IJE SHOULD GI Ve: THIS ?ROPOS·AL, WiHCH ~LSO, 

• •. --~CCORDED WITH SOVIE! SUGGESTIONS, TIME TO BE EXPLORED ri-;0~:: . . 
• · ... :··. · T1iOROUGHLY aEFORE •. JUMPlNG ·INTO &\ NE"1 INITIATIVE WHICH ~lIGHT 0~1LY 
•. • •• •• CREATE. MISUNi>ERSTAND.HlG BY THi: OTHER .SIDE AS TO THE. STRENG'i'H C: 
.-.·. • .CUR ?0S!!ION ~NO. THE F'lRMNESS OF OUR IHTE:NTIONS. I CO~SIDE:R !HAr 
'· . ·uuR ?CSI'tION IS STRONG ·AND SECOMI~G STRONGER BY THE DAY .• 

__ .. ..,~···. • . . . .. • ·-·· • .:. .... , ..... ""~•·• •••• • ...... 1 •••• - •• ,· 

~SECR~i. 
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I • •• . - .. • . -- • 

i • ·•• .. -s~· r ~c;'.R}:s· t.JIT:: Yott· rHAT wE sHo·uLJ rior. ,mnEFc-~~Y c1tt.cu;,1~r!\;·::::s 
:· •• •.. • -t\T1'~:•1?i ~ l•:OVF. OF TKlS SORT IN "t'HE IMft:E~iA!E FU"fU,iE. I:~. ~D:.,!- . • '. 

l 

. ':: ·TIO~ TO THE Fa\CTORS ~OiEO A;;OVE, I}i"IS ·wo'ULO NO! GIVE us T!r•i:: • • . . . . 
• : • :·:. FOR ~!>$;~Ul\!E CO~SUt.'\TION "IITH OHl~·u. l CI\NNOT OVC::t-;i'ai")HAS!~: .... -~ 
, • .. ·-T·HE IM?ORT t\NCE OF ·PRESE:JTING ~NY .NEW ~EGOT r"THl3 t:)i:.~5 OR ~ .. o- :·. • 
l ··.'.· !POS,\LS TO THE. GV.N IN A '44Y •,1~ICH WILL NO:£. Oi~LY ._;40! U~i>?::e~,I~~ . 
1 ",- 1-THIEU' S POSITION· 8UT W'll.L l:i FACT' El.ICIT HIS SUP.?O!H' • ALu{.,;;;GH 
\ . ·:-: . THIEU Hf\S.· SEE,~ TOLD ONLY IN GENE~t\1. r':::RMS ABOUT THE US/Drt'J • 
r .• :·_•.:-?rlIVATE ,,,LKS, I- "'' CONF'!OEiii lj!Ai KE WOULD AGR;E· TH~·; T~E C~~- __ • 

·I • •. i~E~l! PHASE I-?HI\SE ·11 P80P0S4L SHOULD ac: GlV£~~ -A SCLiD I:iY a:. .. C;<.:. 
·i •.. •• :·.MO\JING !N· A MO~E RAOIC&\L 01?.ECTlON. I S~'f THIS WliHOUT K:~01~!~!G • _1 
·t ·.:··.\1HE-THER THIS GENERAL SUBJECT WftS DISCUSSED I~ OET~Il. S'! rH:: !',!v 
• .····_: p~~sro:::Nr.s -~T· HOt~Ol.ULU,. 11HICH WCULJ OF COURSE ;{!\VE A~l I:'.?~Ii'~~NT : 
, ;;· BEAR !NG ON OUR H~NDLING. OF IT. I ·,ouL::> BE GRATC:F-UL re~ AN'! tU~rH::R :: 
l -. • ~--.·.:· 1;~FuR_~MTICN You couLo· .. GIVC: ME: ON t~Is POINT.. •. . ~ 
·J . _:..-:::~ •. ·. . • . . : . • .. ·. . . . . . . .. • • . --
··1' .. :~: ~ ~ .. -THE p~~ !-S ?RO POS~L oi:-i--ERS ~ ~E~t~S F'O?. ARR l \JI NG AT A r!R :~ U;;:)E::c- •. • • 
• • • : .... :-·sr~rlDlNG TO MOVE PROMPTLY TO SUSSTM;T.!VE TALKS wrrH ;ut.L G1J;~ .• 

· ·_··:·.:·p_t\Rt1cr?!\!IO~l, WHICH WOULD l.f~VE· so·,£ ATTRACTION HE~E,. S\)T ! 4SSUr~ ~-

1 

... ,. ;·:,_TH~! T}:{IS WOULD ALSO DEM?lE • RESULT OF THE PHASE ·1-?HASE 11. ~FtC- _' 
• ; .. PO S~L ~.~c "Uti:>::R 1'11UCH MOOVSf\D v~~r AGEOUS CI~CU~S! A;-JcES. . -· • • :· • 

. ; f I !\;•;, ::J~EuVE~. CONCZRtJ::o ,c\T THE ·IJE:\ OF' M~HE:LY STATI:~G· ,• 
1 .·.:: PR!\Jf\7.:!..Y I\: SERI.ES OF t\SSU~1?TIONS B:\SED ON THE EXPEc·r~rrc~: ' ;,,,~ 

I 

. ·-... \ TH~! SOMS ING WOULD BE iESUMED. IF· '?BEY WERE NO'?. ME'r •• -1 ·F:oo> __..... --~ • 
•• -<·· •. I! H1\?.J. TO ENVISAGE CIRCUt~STL\NCC:S--u-WH ICH. ~E· ·couLO .. REAl.IS- " , , 

.•. :·. \!lCALl. '! EXPECT TO RESUMC: sore ING I~ THE' FORESElASl.E: iUTUR:: •• 

1 
::'l·~u~! OF' a. MAJOR ENEMY P,ROVOC4TlON... - • . • ~ 
• . , .· '. 

i • :_~'.:'.5. FROi·1 !H::: Vli:'.-IPOINT Of
0

0UR .EXCHANGES ldITH THE ·sovI~TS Oi~ 
i ·:. -: THESE !,ALKS, i IM~l3INE "THEY WOUl.0· ALSO INT~?.PRE:! ~ii EAR!.'! ;•:ov:: ! . .._suc:t AS THIS. ~s A S!Gt~ OF .wE~KNESS AND E~GERNESS ON OUR ?ART. 
I • •. ~.r.r~;~J I~ RELAi'ION ro· tHE AMERICAN• POLITICAL CONVENTIONS. :H::Y 
; . _::_._:":c\RE" ??.::Su£•1Ail.Y AWARE THAT "WE HAVE: •MAO?: THE PHASE ·.r-?HASE Il 
' •.. _: <?:Hi?OSi;L' ruiJ HAVE NOT YET HAD A REI\L: ANS1'E"i~ FROM THE ORV. ~to~::-

._._: \CVE~' ·AS ! u:i:>ERSTAtJD lT' ·THERE HAS BEEN· NO. REPLY TO THC: P.:U:SIJE::rr· s :_ 
;:_.:'.'.l.AST L~:t:;R .. TO -KOSYGIN. ON THIS SUBJECT~. • .- • • • . . ." .~ . : ... , ·. .. . . . . . 

· .. 
• .. 

-
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- _3°- SAIGON 3_4163, AUGUS'r l, (H>DIS;'HARVAN/PLUS) 

. . . . . , 

'~VIDEUC.E !C S1Jr.G!ST THi\T ~It SHO~t!l R?:GAR:l THE.LULL ~S A 3:c:: OF' 
• . D!:::..!B2:i"t\TC: u!::-SSC!',L~r10;~ 0~ HIS ?Aat .. l "AM sux:: !Ht,T uilf~- '/Ii:.T:-:~~!~~ 
. COLLE:AGU25 :aJOULD. SHARE THIS VIE~,.- TO THE CONTRA?.Y, ALL 1;-mrc~IORS 

.... 

·TErHJ TO SHOW fHAT HIS INTENTION !O FlGHT WHILE 'fALK!~iG ~E:;';f,!~~ U~l- .• •. 
·.-.·.cHr\NGr::) ~ND THAT HE: cqNTINUES HIS ?L,'\i~S ro_ l.AU~JCH ~TTACKS, PC5S!~LY_ 
,_: COUNTRY-',l!JE,. S0:1ETIME 'AROUNO·iH:O: SE-co1m WEEK-01-· AUGUST·. T:f2:SE: • 
•. '!NOlC~fONS,° GENE~f\L ABRA.MS ST~iES, lliCLUDE: t,i)VE:rt'.E:~T PA"i'TC::~;~s 
. IN THE DMZ "REA. PR ~so NER I NFOR MAT IO i~ l,~ THE: OA:iA~lG A ii EA, ~O~T~C!S 

•• ·IN ilt\RL'\C PROVINCE, A-:~O ~UMEROUS ENE~Y ORDEE?.S ~lJJ I,JST?.UC-
. '.T!ONS ~EG~RDING TIMING OF'PREPARA~IONS ~NO RECONN~ISSANCE . 
. -ACTIVI1!ES ~ROUND S~IGON. AGE~r· A~D OTHER INTELLIG~~CE CCN­

··_\FIRMS HIS ~!TACK INTENTIO~S I~ EACH OF JHESE ~~EAS, -~D ~EAR 
•. : .. HUE \~ -·~ELL, ~LTHO.UGH IN THE l.4TTER CASE aux O!?ERA!IO;~S A??A~-

.. . 
' 

' E(·rn. y co NT lNUE TO KEE? HI~ Of'F' SAL~NCE ANO DEL.~Y HIS P~E:?;~A rrc~s. 
··_--BECA'USE Cr- THE 4CTIONS ALREADY TAKEN SY OUR FORCES C AS WELL AS 

··.: ... :THOSE ·NOW COI~G ON ANO IN ?ROS?E:CT>· GENERAL. ~BRAi1S FE:':L.S T:-:A'i 
·: ·"!E ~RE I~ A. POSITION OF STRENGTH ANO lNlTIATIVE WHILE THE ::.-:::r-rt 

.. ·IS H~VI~G ~IFFICUL.TY IN CARRYING lHROUGH ALL AS HE ?LAN~ZD ~~~ 
.. :. :!~frE:-JDED ro. / . . • • 

. ,• . •. . . .. 
1 •. !~i" 7~Esi CIRCUMST4NCE_S,_.TO S!O? T:iE: B0f1SJNG SE!wE:::·J 17 ~:-,J • 

• ;19 DEG~:::zs SE:EMS LIKELY _TO HAVE ·TH; MAJOR MILI.TA?.Y :lISADVA:f!AGE 
.• Or ~::LISV!:~G THE ~TTRITIO~ NOW BEING EF7ECTED U?ON HIS St!??L!:::s ov;;R 

. .. • ·. -~ Ek;s~S!VE AND VULSERA3LE PORTION OF HIS l.OC, AND BE~EF!T!NG HIS 
. : .• Bl.ilLD-:-U? AND HIS .'ABILITY ro SUPPORT O?ERATIONS lN !HS SOUTH P.eCc;RO- •.. 

-Ir,Gi..Y. GE::~:!RAL ~Rt\MS IS Al.SO STRONGLY IMPRESSED Wl-!H THE R!SK 
. 'IHA!. 71';: SCMEI~G, O~CE STOPPED, WCUlD SE- EX_TRE:;elEl.'! OirFlCUL.! 

TO STAR! U? AGAIN DESPITE ·.vIOLATIQ~j OF'" .ONE".OR MORE OF THE: •. 
:"ASSllt~?TIONS",·THUS FURTHER ~NCR~ASING -THE ADVC:RSE E~F::crs. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS:-IIXGTON 

DECLASSIF ED 
Thursday, August 1, 1968 

- Ce?<FfD.EN'PL\L E .. 0. 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'J 7 -Jt:> 7 

By • • NARA Date ,.,a~ '7 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: SvobQla's Speech to the Czech People 

At 2:00 p. m. today ou- time, President Svoblla delivered a ten-minute 
speech to the Czechoslovak people. 

Svobda said the Soviets assured the Czechs that they support them in • 
their Action Program - - which is the program of internal liberalization 
and economic reform upon which the Czechs have embarked. In short, 
the Soviets appear to be· saying they will not try to undo the January 
revolution. 

Svo6da also talked about reenforcing the unity of the Socialist countries 
and the Warsaw Pact, in order to strengthen their defensive against 
eventual enemy attack. Whether this means the Czechs have agreed to 
some sort of Soviet military presence in Czechoslovakia is not clear. 
There has been talk in past days about Soviet observers attached to Czech 
military units, increased Soviet staff-level participation and other varianta 
short of the actual stationing of Soviet divisions permanently on Czech 
territory. 

Svobda also mentioned CEMA (the Eastern European economic coordinating 
body). This could be an obliquft reference to some Czech assurance that 
they will try to solve their economic problems within the family so far as 
possible, and go slow on economic reorientation fowai:.d the West. 

Svobda included a reference to blood: shed in the struggle against German 
Fascism. It would not be surprising if the Czechs gave some assurance 
that they would go slow in developing ties or relations with West Germany. 
They may have assured the Russians that they would refrain from disturbing 
foreign policy initiatives. 

There was no .explicit reference to censorship of the press. UPI reports, 
however, that Dubcek agreed to damp down anti-Russian attacks in the 
Czech press. 

Saturday's meeting of the six powers should produce further clarification 
and further maneuver. It remains to be s~en how far the Russians will 
want to reopen sensitive questions in order to push the Czechs further back. 

Na thake'ua vis , 

PRESERVATION rJTIY 



Mr. PreaW..t: 

INFORM.A TlON 

n.Htlay. S:45 P.M. 
A_., .. 1961 

Here l• A,...-• r•-,-• .. ,-r letter alNNt 
Pe...,..r. 

U l■ elated JlllJ 19 11.t llu aly J .. t •­
recelft4 llere &em tile Paldataa EelteNJ•• 
•t eue.p -r Amlla•aador la R.awa1p&ML 

It: l• WplJ .. pal,,. __. calla fer l•m•d~•• 
talk8 - •• aec:Me 1c• ef clli,realeH■1 Ille 
Puhbrar fadlld••· lt.weTel', I& .... app•r 
t. reiat. Pe......, • taaka aad peuiMJ 
r. IP I Ir. a1cl. 

We will._. SatarMr wlaetlaer Ill• Belpau 
will .. fenrar4 wltla lllelr part ef t1ae tulle 
deal. 

Tu State n.,.wl ..a la pn,a c1raft 
reply. 

EC • FED 
E.O. 1 ec. 3.6 

B 
N_ L.J __t_-=- --'---:---::., t,. 7 I' y U4' , 



Mr. Preaideat: 

ACTION 

Thu•da J - A ... •t 1 • 1968 
2:00 p.m .. 

I ••11•at yoe ■ead the attached me•••• to Preaideat Trejo• 
1a re■pollff to bl• latereat 1D haYlac a Smltl:a•onl•• YOlcaaolopn 
macly the er11ptloa pattera ol -.olcaao Areaal. 

William G. Bowdler 

Attadunellt 

PropoHCI Pre•ldellllal m.e•AI• to Pre■ldeat Trejo■• 



s.t11e•ted Pre•ideatlal M•••1e 
to 

Pff•ldeat Jo•• J'oa9!Ae TreJo• Ffrll&Dde• ol Co•ta lUca 

Mr. Prealdeati 

/ 
Claar1e Prlll1le .ba• Wormed me ol.. your interest 1n hanna expert. from 

the Smith•oaiaa ID•tltution •tadr the pattern of erwptioa cycle• of the 

volcaDO Areaal. 

1 am cliapatchia1 a team of cllatinl'll•hed •clentl•t• from the Smith•oaJan 

laatitution and the United Slat•• Oeolo1lcal hrver to •••i•t your local 

"ientlata 1D eftlutlq the effecta of the yc,lcaJl1c eraptioaa. 

The first member of thla joblt team (William Simkin ol the Smlth■onlan 

la•tibatloa) arrive• today, A-•t 1. 

plan to be in San Jo•• ahortlr. 

The other member• of the team 

I rearet to hear that th• volcaAO cOlltiml•• to arapt, addia1 to the 

•v.fferia1 and lo•ee1 alreadJ auatalaed. You and the people of Coat.a~ 

have my eympathJ in thb hour of naUonal emer1ecy. 

Sincerely, 

Lyacloa B .. Jobn•OA 

Hl• EsceU.acy 
Joae Joaqwa Trejo• Fernandes 
Pre•lde.nt of the Republl,c of Co1ta Rica 
San Jo••• Co1ta .Rica 



ACTION 

SZCKEI ., 

Tnreclay. A• ... t l. 1961, Z:00 P. M. 

MEMOJlANDUM roa THE PRESIDENT 

SUB.JECT: TIie 0.. Caae 

After ,- callff me tlal• moraAaa. •• rec•l••d llere tlae attadaed 
cable from Am1-aaader lkmlrer la wlllcll lie reporta oa Ida ceDTer•ttoa 
wil1l Prmcleat Tlllft about die o.. ca••· 

Yoa may wlall to ~ •• cable prier to wel•rlaa tile clraft mu•• te 
Am••aader B..ar, a1ao attaclled. 

-- allk her....., Rull to rft'MW •• draft 

call me 

H01lB!' 
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Approved For Release 2004/03/12: NLJ-141-022-13-8-2 

-,.gp 8~L ___ J_ INJ'OJlMA TION 

Mr. President: 

Thu>aday. Aucuat 1, 1968 
1:10 p. m. 

The attached report 1lvea a aood pt.ctun of 
Commontet combd prepantlone for the 
third olfcal,re ln SOlltb Yletnamf ______ _ 

I 

Attachment 

AMcC:k■b 

Bromt_., Smlth 

Presidential lbrary revtew for NSC equmes required) 
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SECRET Is A Yl:N""" 

Communist Preparations in South Vietnam for the Third Offensive 

Vietnamese Communist military units in widely separated areas of 
.South Vietnam have been revealed in Communications Intelligence as under­
taking c.~~~t-::-P"!.~p~a]'-~tions-f·~~-=he·~~tj.ing~J.Jli~~]'_li.1~.a._q~ne_r_~r.:Of!~:~s-~~ 

The··p1:oje•ct·ed~"d~.te('~}··foi:-::c-oordinate-d-atta:c1fs-=lias-::-~of7fe-e1r~s-pe•dfi:cal!3 
J!O~~-~~ however. several dates have appeared in Communist messages as 
times for completion of various actions. 

The pace of preparations appears to be uniform from area to area. :Ilia 
pF_e~~Y!li!l~~.t:~·renci~o"J._;r_e ~(~ pp! y=~11.a::-.r·ei~~rce-m·e_~t· il!..n~~g-::c-~~--PJe~~~l:?-1 

F.or-ce-s-1n~~fe-vera:rpa.rts--:-0Ctnecounfry·h·av:e_-sta::rfe-:ato-=mov~.--.i_~ tl'i:~ 
dtrection-of potential ·target~, Reconnaissance activity has begun to reappear, 
as have unit Forward Elements. The intercept of the codename for the 
Third General Offensive (X3) has been mentioned. 

Tactical artillery communications imply that ground attacks in the 
e,a."Stern- DMZ. will be preceded by intense artillery bombardments . .Tlie...locati~ 
oLCommunist ·unfts'.:sug~est-that-t?_~ir:filtu-1"-e:ro1?i~~!tye.a;.wIIl."".be-Allii:d-::pos_itiq~9 
a_~"r -Gio Lin4. C~-q:i --~~-o, ;,Gon: Thieri.-and-CamJr-C~.~..9:1t. The threat to the 
western DMZ appears to have been reduced, with only one unidentified element 
within the vicinity of the Khe Sanh area. 

In the Tri-Thien-Hue area, there is a c_o'il.C:@tr;atigq;of;:Com"m1rniaJ"·e1ero'e:ms 
n~r Phu· Loc,:~~~Hu.!_.~nd-{:luan:g~ri~i_1r:] 

In Quang Nam province• :o:a,.nan1nMid::Ro"I:'Ai,7appea~-15"e·:tlX~~re-a-r-o1·"T.~t 
~~my_~stj?}l_g_gljp-;}. 

A significant concentration of main force units has evolved near Hau Due in 
c~~tral:=_Qt!~J!g:Ti~-::I)I'"§viA~ 

Further south in First Corps tactical positions are being l?repared;.'s])Uthwe"Bl_ 
oCQu_a~Ng·a.1.:f°!!Th 

The recent change of B-3 Front attention to the Darlac province area and 
the subsequent movement of forces ap_p"[~r::toU;onstn:m:t;}r~eart',Q:J 
"R ..,-n M 6 ~u-·,1-~ 
~-- ~H-. Q..it.a. 

SECRE'f /5Av!N 
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SECRET/~ 

- 2 -

In the Third Corps area, Communist forces appear to be more of an 
immediate threat to Allied installations in the Tay Ninh province area than to 
those around Saigon.. (lom~w:1ist military-inte~~e_EC_!-a-ctiviti~·s:..~h.i:.<:.h..~~.§d 
r{'~eJ?-tly_·in--th~-vi_£ini~::::?£, Saig~n have-cease~; 

In Binh Long Province, a concentration of forces wJ;t!l.~n.,JJtr1~1ng ,.qrs,~n.=--c;n 
oC,N1~6"c1has been observed. Military intelligence elements have resumed 
reporting on Allied activity along main roads in the southern part of the 
province. 

$CRE'f/SAvlN-
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INFORMATION 

Tlmreday • Ausut 1, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOil THE PRESIDENT 

Here l• the uncla••lfled venlcm of the CIA report you. uaed r••t•rday 
whleh •wmnarls•• recent actl'ritle• IA North Vlet:Dam eouth of the 
ZOth Parallel. 

It la a cut•aad•put• job. 

Th• caly Sa•ltln portlon l• para1rapb S. We ha.-. Included the 
flprH lNt no pabllc commat can be made aa to how we 1ot them. 

Attach. 
BKS:ksb 

Bromley Smith 

1) 
/ 



CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence 

30 July 1968 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

Recent Activities in North Vietnam 
South of the 2.0th Parallel 

Summary 

North Vietnam's efforts to expand and diveJ:sify its 
military and logistic capabilities continue unabated. All • 
indicators of traffic movement were at high levels with 
observed watercraft activity apparently reaching record . 
levels. Flight activity south of the 2.0th Parallel has increased 
during recent weeks and days. 

More than 1, 2.00 small watercraft were sighted 
south of the 19th Parallel, four times the weekly average 
observed since April 1968. Truck sightings were 2.5 percent 
above the weekly average since 1 April, and pilot reports 
of trucks destroyed were 40 percent above average. 

' .,. . ·----~ ----- --..,._.---~ - --

, 

I 



j • 
I 
t 

.. 

• • -· ·- .. • .... Rail Activity 

l. Railroad activity at the Th.anh Hoa Railroad 
Yard north of the 19th Parallel continued at a high 
level, with a total of almost 230 pieces of rolling 
stock counted in 18 July photography -- the highest 
count observed in photography since the record high 
of 380 noted Qn 27 May 1968. • The rolling stock 
observed in this area included the small meter­
gauge tram cars which are in use south of Thanh 
Hoa. 

2. Rail traffic between Thanh Hoa and Vinh 
continued to be restricted south of the 19th 
Parallel by air attacks against the Vinh Railroad 
Yard and the railroad bridges at Dien Chau and 
Tam Da. As a result of these attacks, the North 
Vietnamese have had to divert considerable rail 
traffic to the highway and waterway systems south 
of the 19th Parallel. Photography of 18 July showed 
supplies being transshipped in the Thanh Hoa rail 
yard to trucks and then transported to the Song Mai 
canal for movement on the waterways. Several truck 
convoys heading south from Thanh ~oa on Routes 1A 
and 115 were noted in photography. More recentlyr 
water traffic south of the 19th Parallel has reached· 
_record levels . 

. watercraft 

3. Pilots reported one of the highest levels 
of watercraft activity of the war during the past 
week. More than 1,200 watercraft were sighted 
south of the 19th Parallel, and an unquantified 
concentration of small watercraft, estimated by 
one pilot at between 800 to 900 small craft, was 
sighted along the coast of North Vietnam from Ron 
south to Quang Khe. On~y about 350 watercraft per 
week had been previously reported south of the 
19th Parallel since l April 1968. Much of the 
activity was near Quang Khe, an important trans­
shipment area where material can be shipped along 
the coast toward the DMZ or southwest toward Laos 
via the Song Troe. The waterways around Vinh were 
also extremely active where many watercraft were 
apparently carrying-POL, as airstrikes caused 
numerous POL fires and oil slicks . 
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Truck Traffic 

4. Truck traffic and reported truck losses con­
tinued at high levels. As shown in the following 
tabulation, pilot sightings of trucks were 25 per­
cent above.the weekly average noted since 1 April, 
and pilot reports of trucks destroyed or damaged 
were 40 percent above the weekly average: 

Total 
Destroyed 

or Effective 
Sighted Destroyed Damaged Damaged Losses!/ 

This week b/ 
(22-28 Juiy} 

Last week 
(15-21 July} 

898 

947 

186 

209 

87 273 162 

73 ·282 175 
Weekly 

average 
(since 
l April} 717 · 121 73 194 109 

a. Effective tosses are computed by deftating reports of 'de­
.. • stroyed and damaged trucks -- by assuming that ?6 percent of 
.·,.:those reported destroyed and 26 percent of those reported 

damaged are actuaZZy destroyed and not returned to service. 
This formuia aiiows. for the capab~Zity of the· North Vietnamese, 
to repair trucks and for inaccuracies in piZot observations 
caused by high aircraft speeds~ .poor weather, smoke and dust 
after attacks, night operations~ or intense antiaircraft fire. 
b. PreZiminary data. 

Considerable traffic was noted south of the 18th 
Parallel where convoys of SO trucks or more were 
sighted at night on Routes ~A and 101 in the 
vicinity of Quang Khe. Convoys of this size are 
infrequent in this area, especially along Route lA, 
the last occurrences being in mid-June when similar 
concentrations were sighted near Mu Gia and along 
Route 137. The general trend in observed truck traffic 
since 31 March, although remaining at a relatively 
high level, has tended to be less concentrated, with 
reports of large convoys less frequent than during 
the previous quarters. Heavy traffic was also 
reported on Route 137, the current prime infiltra-
tion route leading into Southern Laos. 

3 -

r 

. ! 

I 



l. 
k 

I 

f ., 
I 
I 

. I 
I 

I 
· I 

. . 
... 

Rear Services Traffic 

s. Month 

March 
April 
May 
June 
(1-19) July 

Storage Areas 

Short Tons per Day 

107 
215 
238 
274 
320 

6. Storage areas south of the 20th Parallel 
continued to be expanded. The Tien Luong storage 
area has been expanded and improved considerably 
since 31 March. A new transshipment point with 
large quantities of dispersed open storage, 
including almost 1,000 crates, was observed at 
this facility in recent photography. This storage 
area is located along Route 110 about five miles 
west of its intersection with Route lA near the. 
Nguon Nay river, which serves Quang Khe, a key 
water transshipment facility. Other storage areas 
along Routes 137 and 15 and around Vinh reveal· 
similar dispersed storage transshipment facilities . 
·The increasing dispersal of supplies, particularly 

.. _,,. ·POL, is lessening the impact of the concerted air 
attack being directed against the larger storage 
facilities. 

Road Repairs 

7 .. Road repairs.continued in the Panhandle. 
Extensive road maintenance along Route 101 near 

Dong Hoi was noted in 22~July photography. Similar 
repair and maintenance activity on Routes 137 and 
several other secondary roads which·support truck 
movements into southern Laos and DMZ areas have 
also been noted in other recent photography. 
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NORTH VIETNAM: Lo istic Activi South of the 20th Parallel 
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MEMORANDUM- Information 

THE· WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHINOTON 

Thursday, August l, 1968, 12:25 P. M. 
G OMFIDEM'PIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The Soviet-Czech communique (at Tab A) has just been issued. 
In it, both parties speak of a 11}::>r"oadc~om;rade:TY. ~~~hal'rg_~-o(~J>_1;n10~ 
and "complet~~fr•a·~kness•r-sincerity andmutua:l-under·s~ndi!lg. 11 They 
also scheduled-a meeting with the Poles,...,..E~~~~-ma?~•--~~-g~ri~ 
an.§: Bulg~:ians in Bratislava thi<Saturd~y. 

It seems pretty clear -- and this view is shared by the Intelligence 
Community - - that tlf.eyJ;avC~tep-eed o~& s!ep bac_~ ·!r9nfJh.e-J)_r1n.Ic.l 
However, we are moving on to the next chapter in a book which is. 
£a" --Er om fiill &lied":~ 

The fact that the next meeting will be on Czech soil represents some 
concession to the Czech point of view. On the other hand, the Czeqhs 
will be facing a conclave of their critics -- which the Czechs had wanted 
to avoid by means of a series of bilateral meetings. 

Attachinent 
a/s 

ECI IF1ED 
11.. Sec. 3.6 E.0. 

L,J 
By ¥A-' 

COHPIDEMnAL 

-I • 
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CZECHOSLOVAK-:-:'OV IET COMMUNIQUE 

MOSCOW TASS INTERNATIONAL SERVICE IN ENGLISH 1506 GMT 1 AUG 68 L 

CJO"'NT COMMUNIQUE ON THE MEETI~1G-OF CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
POL TBLRO AND PRESIDIUM OF CZECHOSLOVAK COMMUNIST PARTY CEHTRAL 
COMMITTEE> 

(TEXT) MOSCOW--THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
ON'THE MEETING OF THE-POLITBURO OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITT:..E AND 
THE PRE SID I UM OF THE CENTRAL COMM IT TEE OF THE COM MU NIST PARTY OF 
CZE CHO::LOVA KIA: • 

"A MEETING OF THE POLITBURO OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTi::E AND 
TP.E PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 

• CZECHOSLOVAKIA WAS HELD IN CIERNA NAD-TISOU FROM 29 JULY TO 1 
AUGUST 1968. THE MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY: ON THE SIDE OF THE 
CPSU--GENERAL SEffiETARY OF THE .CPSU CENTRAL COMMITT~E;. L.1. BREZHNEV; 
MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO OF THE·CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTtE G.I. 
VORONOV, A.N. KOSYGIN, K.T. MAZUROV, A.YE. PELSHE,· N.V. 
PODGORNYY, ·M.A. SUSLOV, A.N. SHELEPIN, P.E. SHELEST; CANDIDATE 
MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE P.N. 
DEMICHEV Am P.M. MASHEROV; SEffiETARIES ·OF THE CPSU CENTR41. 
COMMITTEE K. F. KA·TUSHEV A ND B. N. PO NOMAREV; 

C f'-".OR E> 

1 AUG 15:SOZ ~S'/GG 
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FBIS 44 

• ·FIRST ADD·i. (CZECHOSLOVAK-SOVIET COMMD~IQUE> 

-' XXX AND B.N. PONDMAREV; 

51':~;m~ g; rn~ ~::;Ru ~~~M~;~~NJ~T T~:R1JM~~Nmc~~~w~:IA--FIRS1 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA A. DUBCEK; MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTR·'. 
eoMMITTEE OF' THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA F. BARBIREK L 

• BlLAK, O. CERNIK, D. KOLDER, F. KRIEGEL, J. PILLER, E. RIGO' 
J. SMRKOVSKY, J •• SPACEK, ANDO. SVESTKA; CANDIDATE MEMBERS OF THE 
PRES ID ~UM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 

-g~E;: ·t~~TAKIA A. KAPEK, J. LE~1ART, AND B. ·SIMON; AND THE CHAIRMAN­
RAL CONTRQ.. AND AUDITING COMMISSION M. JAKES. 

L. SVOBODA, PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 
ATTENDED THE MEET~NG ON THE CZECHOSLOVAK SID • ' 

A BROAD COMRADELY EXCHANGE OF OPINION ON QUESTIONS INTERESTING BOT 
SIDES WAS HELD AT THE MEET ING. 

~ORE> 

·t AUG 15342 BS/GG 

• • • • • , •-•• • • • !, . ., '°' ~ • - I 

SECOND AND LASI ADD 43 (CZECHOSLOVAK-SOVIET ·COMMUNIQUE) ' 

XXX AT THE MEET I NG. 

(TEXT) THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING EXCHANGED DET·ILED 
INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION IN THEIR COUNTRIES. 

THE MEETING OF THE POLITBURO OF THE CPSU CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND 
THE PRESIDIUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST .PARTY OF. 
CZECHO:.'LOVAKIA WAS HELD IN AN. ATMOSPHERE OF COMPLETE FRANKNESS, 
SINCERITY, AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, 'WAS AIMED AT THE SEARCH FOR 
WAYS OF FURTHER DEVELOPING AND STRENGTHENING THE TRADITIONAL FRIENDLY , 
RELATTONS BETWEEN OUR PARTIES AND PEOPLES, RESTING ON THE 
PRINCIPLE.S OF MARXISM-LENINISM AND PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM •• 
Dl.R ING THE TALKS BOTH DELEGATIONS BY MUTUAL CONSENT RESOLVED TO 
ADDRESS THE CENTRAL COMMITTEES OF THE COMMUNIST AND WORKERS PARTIES 
OF EULGAR IA, HUOOAR Y, THE GDR, AND POLA ND WITH A PROPOSAL OF HOLD ING 
A MULTILATERAL COMR tDEL Y MEET ING. THE AFOR:SAID FRATERNAL PARTIES 
AGREED WITH THIS PROPOSAL. 

THE MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY, 
THE MS'tMP, THE SEO, THE PZPR, THE CPSU, AND -THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF CZECHO LOVAKIA WILL BE HELD. IN BRATISLAVA ON 
3 AUGUST. 

CE ND ALL> 

1 AUG 1538Z BS/GG 



ACTION 

Thwnday, Aquat 1, 1968 
10:37 a. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Appobltmeat ~th Bill Jorden 

Blll Jorden l• retul'IIIJII to Pari• at 4:00 p. m. thl• afterDOOD 
lollowlD1 a f.., c1a.,. ln Waalllnatcm. 

Jorden ha• be• fully briefed by the State Department. He would 
be ua Ideal channel to carry any oral me••ace you h.aYe for the 
ae1otlaton lD Part•. 

He le lD hl• alflce here and will be an.liable up to the time of 
hi• tlepartlare. 

Bromley Smith 

___ A•k Jim Jone• to flt hlm into totlay'• aehedule. 

___ Rqnt time doe• not permit,_to ■ee him tou.y. 

BKS:ksb 



ACTION 

Thuraday, Auguat 1, 1968 
10:30 a. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Appoinbn•t for 9 New U. S. Amba■■ador■ 

There la attached a ll■t of nlne U. S. Amba■■ador■-de■lpate who 
will be leavtag for their po■t■ lD the near future. 

Secretary Ru■k recommend■ that lf at all po■■ lble, you receive 
them •• a group. 

One way would be to have them call for a hand■h.ake and • "lcture 
followblg the brealdaat meetm1 Friday mornq. 

Bromley Smith 

--- Ask Jim Jone■ to aet up a meettn1 wlth the 9. 

___ lle1r.t ecbedule doe• not permit m.eetln1 them. 

BKS:ksb 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhln&ton, O,C. 20520 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Appointment for Newly 
Designated Ambassadors 

July 31, 1968 

While I understand several individual appoint-
• ments have been solicited for your meeting with 

certain newly designated Ambassadors, in light of 
your plans for the coming weeks, you may want to 
consider receiving, as a group, in the course of 
this week th~ following Ambassadors: 

Mr. S:aiiiue:1:Aaami., Ambassador-designate to ~ig.e~ 

Mr. CL· ·e:award::C.l::~l:.lq Ambassador-designate to the &li> 
Republic , 

Mr. 1:lio"ma~}Q Ambassador-designate to~~ 

Mr. ~ge:JW;·MRenc.ha,:d\, Ambassador-designate to 
Bu,:.und·i. 

Mr. Rab-ert.":"M·;,:;S.ay.l!e, Ambassador-designate to ~~ 

Mr. ~tcex;:J;ZZ 1\i:-ges~ Ambassador-designate to 
.AJ:'.'ge11...d..!1A 

Mr. Rll.u1'"';.H;;c:;r,Ca;s:tJ;.q., Ambassador-designate to BQ1i.~c;L~ 

Mr. Eds·an:·•«0:JJS'es.siqns, Ambassador-designate to 
~ua:aoitt 

Mr. •,tt,u1~er;-J;;:iS1.a;es~rEil, Ambassador-designate to 
J?Q;tan.cllit 

Dean Rusk 
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