
August 21, 11J45 P••• 

Memorandum tor tbe President 

Subject: Securit7 Council Meeting ot Augut 21 

After considerable sparring, the Cseah Cr1a1, w.a inacribed on 
the agenda bJ' a vote or 1)-2 (USSR and BmlgarT oppoNd). 

The aotiDc Czeoh repreNntative, Jan !ltsik, protested the presence 
of Soviet troop• 1n hia coaatr7, called tor their vithdraval., and read 
a series or ■tateaenta under in■truction■ tr-om Foreign Miniater Hajek 
(who is 1n Jagoelarla). It vaa an 111preaa1Ye pertorance. 

George Ball aade a strong apMch denoanchlg tbe So:viet action. 
Malik intenened nftl'&l.t1Ma 1n remarke that al■oat approached a 
tillbuter in length and irrel.nllnG7. 

The French repreNDtative, Bernard, apoke atraighttorvardq against 
the Son.et inftaion. The Canadian• Dane and Brasillan did th• same. 

Lord Ca.radon appealed tor a apeed7 decision - bopetulq a wte 
on a reeolution callfng tor the vitbdraval ot occllp71ng toroee aa earq 
as tomorrow. The S.011rit7 Council then adJom-ned atil 10130 •••• tomorrow. 
(hen with our beat ettort■, we are not likeq to be able to pub through 
to a vote tomorrow.) 

!'or Walt w. Rostov 

latbaniel Darla 



INFORMATION 

Wedne ■day, Auguet 21, 1968 
7:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

At my reque•t the CIA looked 
back and made the attached interim 
evaluation of the So,rlet Declaion to 
Intervene. 

Key pa■•agee are marked. 

W. W. Rostow 

CONFIDFNTJA I 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ~ 1--1 <oO C-'Lf ) 
~,,~. NARA. Date 3 .-<.{--l>? 
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MEMORANDUM 

~QNFI DEN1'IAL 

: CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligence· 

. 21, A~gust 1968' 

SUBJEC'l'z · The Soviet Decision to Interven·e 

1. • Betwee·n the end of the Cierna-Bratislava 
~eatings arid yesterday's invasion nothing happened 
~inside Czechoslovakia to support Moscow's claim• •. 
that these meetings were a great victory for C~ 

~munist orthodoxy~ Neither· was the·re a notable 
recrudescence in Czechoslovakia of the "anti­
.socialist" trends which ·brought on the Warsaw 
meeting and its harsh ultimatum. Thus,·~e-doubj;,. 
that a rising sense of alarm in Moscow is the 
essential explanation for Soviet interve.ntio_?). 

2. The Soviet politburo on its return to 
Moscow did not sunwon the Central Committee to 
report.on the Cierna and Bratislava meetings, put 
instead issued, a communique in the narne of the 
entire polithuro saying that those meetings were 
a good piece of work.· The Soviet leaders seem 
shortly thereafter to have scattered fQr their 
usual summer holidays. The.Soviet press stood 
down its att·acks on Czechoslovakia. 'I'he-appear.;­
ance given was that Moscow was willing at last· ... 
to give the-Czechs-•preslll)1ably chastened by. the~ 
nearness of their approach to the brink--a .. , 
respite. ~fuai;_ went on i1\ Czechoslovakia duri~g 
the short span of time since Cierna proved. 

·only that the Czechs had not -understood Cierna~ 
to mean that they should put their reform move•> 

.. rnent into reverse. -- . 

3. It is not likely that the Soviets, .even 
though they })ave persistently underestimated • 
the· s.trength :·o~ reformist spirit in Czechoslvakia., 
expactpd'rniracles to be done by· Dubcek in three 
weeks' time.· Even if Dubcek had promised them,. 
there was no chance he ·could deliver. What, .then,·. 
bro!-lght the Russi~ns, .after they had decided to 
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step back at ·cierna, _to give. tha s~gnal yesterday 
to crush ·the Czechoslovaks? 

4. It may be some time before we can answer 
this·question with any assurance. On the strength· 
of what we know now, _the most likely explanation> 
appears to be th.at, .under the impact of· int_ernal 
pressures within the leadership and of importuning 

,.from its anxious allies in Eastern Europe, _the so ... 
viet decision at-Cierna to giv~ Dubcak and company 

· 'tnore. time becaino unravelled. Thi's would suppose--
as there seems some reason to suppose--that the 
Soviet politburo when it went to Ci:erna was 'divided 
ih mind,· -.and that ~he standoff reached-:-.there de-­
rived mostly from Soviet irresolution ... • The fragile.., 

.balance in the Soviet leadership which ·produced the 
Cierna agreement has, _in the space of less tha·n three 
weeks, :been upset in favor of those who may--all . • 
along have wanted thG toughe·st kind of policy and 
have mAde use of the time and developments since 
Cierna to. undo the ~greement. 

s. If, .indeed, .the politi'cal scales in Moscow 
have been in such precarious balance, .it would not -
have needed a great shock to upset them, put only :th~.> 

- absence of solid signs that dev·elopments in Prague 
were going _Moscow's w_ay. 'Ihere were few of these.- -

c. In the short time available to Dubcek his efforts 
to demonstrate that he could insure the unquestioned 
domination of the Communist party had not been impres­
sive. Czechoslvak information media remained unruly 
and unrepentant. There was no indication that non­
Communist political elements•-for example, .the Club 
of•Committed Non-Party People and the revised 

• . Socialist party--were beirig forced to take cover. 
• Despite the· ·renewed pledges· of fidelity to CEMA 
given at Cierna, .there continued to be mueh talk 

~· in Pr~gue of broader economic ties with ·the West. 

6. The visits to Prague of Tito and Ceausescu 
were· all too visible reminders that the ranks of in­
dependent Communist states wero swelling. And, .. 
finally, ~-1ith preparations movipg ahead rapidly 
for the party congress scheduled to open on 9 Sep­
tember, ,it WAS becomi~g clear that the co~gress 
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might sound the death knell over the. ·czechoslovak 
party conservatives, .Moscow's last hope for a brake 
on reformism in Prague. The congress would have 
meant not A check on the momentum of the Czechoslovak 
reform movement, put its confirraation. In addition, . 
the cost of maintaining the mobilization of massive 
intervention forces may have created pressures iri the 
leadership·to use these forces or disband them. -

7. Despite the smoothness of the soviGt mili• 
tary operation in Czechoslova~ia, .a number of Soviet 
political actions s~~gest that the decision to exe-~ 
.cute tbe plan-of intervention came at a fairly late 
stage. l\rnong these were Dobrynin's approach to the 
President, _the· conveni~g of the· Central Committee 

_in the midst of the top leaders' vacation, the flimsi­
ness of the 1egal base for Soviet action, and the 
failure to surface quickly an alternative leadership 
in Prague. Thus it would appear that Soviet-inter­
vention in Czecho'slovakia did not follow natural;y, 
irom the Cierna meetin9 but represents, .instead, 
a scrappi~g::-_of ..... the position arrived·:-at there., .,, 

-CONFIDENTIAL -
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INFORMATION 

Wedneaday, Auguat 21, 1968 
7:00 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

Herewlth an 1Dtelll1e1ace report 
that de Gaulle and Debre wlll come 
lf General Eiaenhower dlea. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWRostow:rln 

DE.CL ~ lltID 

~utbor.tty • "b l • 1-:J-t.t • 0 1'1' 

R,~. NARA. Date- ~,..,;z..L-•·()'7 



CGNnDeNTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FO& 'IRE P&.E810DfT 

IUIUECT: Tile Sltatioa la N .. Ye.rk 

l/ 

Gena• S.U •• •.-a ta.e ay la N .. Yerk ... rklaa om a majed&J' 
ler laacrl,el- of tile CNclloaleftk item. TIie ••etlaa ,... ...... -.. 
~ ._ Brblell. Ca•41eaa .. Daaea. Pa....,.... Olll"ael .. •••-aa4 
ut4aNy Ille Frwll. W • ban die ftte ol ._ B••lUaa WM l• Prealdea& 
el daa Ce•cll alMl el C>tM MMI Nllen S.M,al ... ntn.,ea wW 
aw..u,...,.nu. 

J..ua aad Pald.ataa •1 IIM7 llaYe 110 ~. Tile USSR. ~ • 
... pnMWJ' Alpda. are ._ llarcl cere of Ill• ••••sill-. 

Me!lk .,,.,cl .. de•t• .., .......... olftdal a.rid Yer .... .,,. 
.............. _,_..,o.1arya1a. ........... ec11e ....... .. 
....... , .... ,, ............ , ........... ~ •• Caeclae•i..ak 
r .. NPl■ladn 1>nadl■a tile Serie& acUea aa Ian--. 

TIier• laa9 ltNa aoau talk ol a r•eoJr._. ftldl -aid call oa Ila• 
SeYleta aa4 tllelr alll•• • witllc!raw ._lr b'N .. froa Caedlo.i.nkla--
11.a Mriaaa Mpll•d-• oa a r•••l•tt.11 MY• .. t 1• •••" Ai...t aa, 
c•acal.W.. acc.,..i. reNi.tiell wU1 N ...... l,J tlle Serieta U •• 
forp a a1u..-. ~rle,. 

ND:ac 
ECLAS I JED 

E.O. 12:?, , Sec. 3.6 
NL.I ,,.-/~ -z-

W. W. Rvrtl1 

By &-e , NARAD te -' -;, 

CONJ'l»l:NT11'L 

' I 



INFORMATION 

CONFIDENTl.A.L 

Wednesday, A111uat Zl, 1968 
6:50 p. m. 

Mr. Preaident: 

Herewith Ccmununl•t reaction• 
to the Soviet occupation of Csecho­
elovakla. 

W. W. Roatow 

EiONFIDENTI.AL 

WWRostow:rln 
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MEMORANDUM 

SUI3JECT: 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
, Directorate of Intelligence 

21 August 1968 

~o. 0614/68 

Reactions of Communist States and Parties to 
the Military Entry into Czechoslovakia 
(as of_l630 hours) 

l. The reactions of European Communist states and 
partie.s were as ·expected. The Eastern European partici­
•pants in the military move echoed the Soviet rationale 
for intervention. ·The first Polish announcement said 
the intervention was at the rec1uest of Czechoslovak 
0 p~r·ty and government leadership. 11 This was later 
altered to:read :"party and state activists." 

· • • 2. In Rurnani.a, a joint session of party and gov­
ernment .officials and represent~tives of mass organiza­
tions issued a communique on 21 August which e~pressed 
full solidarity with the Czechoslovak people and the • 
Czechoslovak Communist party. The comrnuniqul bluntly 
stated. that :"nothing can justify" armed intervention 
.against Czechos~ovakia which· it described as a. "flagrant 
viola.tion·of national sovereignty," • 

3. Following the joint session, Rumanian pa~ty 
and state chief Nicolae Ceausescu made a highly na­
tionalistic speech and condemned the action of the 
Warsaw Pact five. ce·ausescu· appealed to the populace 
to be calm and firm but vigilant, and ready 0 at any 
moment to defend.our socialist fatherland, Rumania." 
Ceausescu announced the estal>lishment of worker• 
Peasant Guard uni ts. • • 

Note.· Thla memorandum 11>as p11spar-ad by-· "th<1 Offi,co 
o] CU2'7'Snt. Int.e_t. ?.-l.ge:noe. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority Nt10 f\:03i' • 3,t 

• By~ NARA, Date ~>a~ 
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. 4. In Yugoslavia, Tito spoke more softly than 
Ceausescu, probably because of conc-rn that unrest 
might be sparked in Yugoslavia by the Russian action. 
Tito n1erely expressed 11concern 11 over the violation 
of Czechoslovakia's sovereignty. The details of the. 
Yugoslav position probably will be developed tonight 
during a 1neeting at Tito's vacation headquarters on 
Brioni Island. 

S. The Italian and French Communist parties 
lost no tim~ in de.nouncing the invo.sion, Th' Polit­
buro of, the Italian party issued a comrnunique·which 
was broadcast over Rome domestic service at 7t00 AM 
EDT.on 21 August. It $Aid that the leading bodies 
of·the Italian Communist Party had received the de~ 
cisions o~ Cierna and Bratislava with great satis­
faction and "the Politburo now finds it incompre­
hensible that the grave decision of a military in.ter­
vent!on was taken. The Politburo expresses th$ emo­
tion and th~ very great concern which, at this moment, 
besets the workers' movement a11d reaffirms its 

,. solidarity with the actions of renovation carried 
out.by the Czechoslovak Communist Party." 

I 

6. French Conm\unist Party leaders issued a 
statement expressing "surprise and censure" of the 
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. It noted that 

·the party had advocated that problems arising be­
tween Communist parties should ·be examined and solved 
by means of "fraternal discussions during b.ilateral 
and multilateral meetings which respect each coun-
try?s sovereignty and each party's self~deterrnination." 
The statement.pointed out that the party had already 
expressed•its!opp9sition to any.military interven-
tion from outside. In a sop to Moscow, however, the 
French Communists also indicated that the Czechs 
should take action against 91anti-socialist elementa" 
in order to.protect ~ocialist gains. The party 
Politburo is convening an emergency session of the 
Central Committee. 

7. • Of the Asian Communists, only the North 
V~etnamese :have reacted publicly. A statement on 

·Hanoi's domestic radio service on 21 August was an 
uneguivocAl and usually prompt endorsement.. It 
described tha:Soviet move as a. "noble effort" in 

• 
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response to a request from the "party_faithful" in 
Czechoslovakia. The action, it said was sanctioned 
by recent agreements among the six Communist coun­
tries at Bratislava, and was necessitated by do­
mestically ~nspired "counterrevolutionary" activi­
ties in Czechoslovakia. 

8. Thi$ reaction is in marked contrast to 
Hanoi's heretofore neutral propaganda treatment of 
soviet-Czech-differences and was obviously dictated 
by North Vietna,n's heavy dependence on Soviet supply. 

I I 
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....... y • ..,_ i1. 1961 
6:10 p.m. 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

He~ a fllller nput oa tM 
rocut attack• la YIMaam. 

w. "· ..... 

.Atlacllmeat 



Mr. Rostov: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, August 21, 1968 
6:00 PM 

More on the rocket/mortar attack against Saigon. 

Between 4:43 PM and 5:25 PM this evening thee~ 
tire~ a total ot ll rounds ot rocket/mortar tire 
into the city. 

Six ot the ll rounds impacted within the l, 2 and 
3rd precincts.(tour rounds into the dock area, one 
round near US barracks and one round round near 
the USO building). 

Additionally at 1:00 PM this atternoon the enemy 
tired a total ot 50 rounds ot rocket tire into_ 
the Bien Hoa Airbase. 

At present we have DO reports on extent ot damage 
or casualties resulting trom these latest attacks • 

. . 
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;Y INFORMATION 

Wedne•day, Augu•t 21, 1968 -- 5:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith MACV confirmation of the radio report: 

MACV reports eleven round• of unknown type were fired 
into the Cholon area of Sai1on thi• morlling. 

W. W. Roatow 



M&. PUSIDENT: 

..... ...,, A-et 21, 19'8 
5:25 p.m. 

TM• caw. &em Pwaa- l• Ille fhat offldal 
commeat • Illa •i.mrna tile 8oYMu face. -n.y 
bawa tM &.....- la ta. co tzy, 1"lt tMy atlll llawa 

• the pnblam of dealt•& wltb tba C•u _...rameat 
... the Caecll ....... AIMI wlaataNI' tWr p1aa 
waa, U did ao& lmm1dlatel7 tuotlle all C•cla 
cemmalcatlw ad a,.dty for polldcal npna--. 

TM cridcal l•- la tM day■ abead will N 
ta.. llaey mon frem mllitar, teulam to ta.. pelltlcal 
renlttlley---. 

w. w.a..tow 

.collnDlilfTb\L ataaclafflat (Pr- lOS7) 
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' t. SOVIET TACTICS IN PRESENT SITUATION DIFFICULT TO FATHOt1. 
• SOVIETS HAVE SUFFICIENT MILITARY.POWER HERE TO DO AS THEY WISH, 

PARTICULARLY IN VIEW CZECH POLICY OF NONRESISTANCE. HOWEVER 

. ., 

THEY· HAVE IN2XPLICABLY FAILED AS YET TO KNOCK RADIO OFF AIR AND 
PERMITTED·T~LEVISION TO CONTINUE TRANSMITTING FOR SU.PPRISINGLY LONG 
PERIODS. MORE SIGNIFICANTLY, SOVIETS DID NOT SIMPLY 
INSTALL READYtlADE QUISLIOO GOVERNMENT. AND HAVE LET MATTER OF 
WHO IS IN CHARGE DRAG ON. • • 

2. MIGHT BE SPECULATED THAT SOVIETS IN ATTEMPT TO PUT BEST POSSIBLE 
FACE ON THEIR INTERVENTION ARE PRESSURING CAPTIVE . 
CZECHOSLOVAK LEADERSHIP TO ACCEPT SOVIET DEMANDS AND REMAIN 

. MORE-OR-LESS INTACT, -~INUS °THOSE INDIVIDUALS MOST plSTAS.TEFUL 

. ' 
, CotJFIBtNT IAL 

....... 
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PAGE ~2 ·PP.AGU: C3'357 2118442 

TO SOVI,...TS ~:•JD WlTH POSSIBLE PROMISE TO \tJ ITHDRAW BULl< OF 
QCCU?YING FORCE. IF SOVIETS DO NOT QUICKLY PRODUCE "THEIR" 
REGI1 F., HO~.'EVER, THEY MAY FACE STICKY SITUATION AS LEGALLY 
CONSTITUTED I 

ORGANS ~•:EET-AND TAKZ STANDS ·AGAINST SOVIET ACTION. THIRTEEN CABINET 
MI!~ISL.RS . 
'IIHO 'PC~ I$SU!.D DECLARATION SUPPORTING oc:;CEK REG !ME AND WHO 
COULD SERVE AS STAND-IN GOVERNMENT ILLUSTRATE DIFFICULTIES 
E:~GE:1DERED BY DELAY ".'HICH LETS CZECHS GET THEMSELVES ORGAiHZED. 
CENT~.AL COMMITTc.E ~LENUM, WHICH SUMMONED TO MEET YET TODAY *oR. 
TO~O~~O~, • · 

• COULD POSE DIFF'ICULT PROB.LEMS FOR SOVIETS. °EVEN IF CC IS STRIPPED 
OF ITS TOP LEADERSHIP. SOVI~TS MAY BE FINDING IT DIFFICULT 

·COPE vJ ITH ,JONPP.OVOCAT IVE YET APPARENTLY. FIRM ATTITUDE OF 
LEADERSHIP A•,JD WITH CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED REJECTION SY POPULATION, 
WHICH AT SAME TIME IS HOLDING ITS INDIGNATION WHITHIN BOUNDS 
CEXCEPT FOR SOME GROUPS OF STUDEN6 WHO ARE STRETCHING THEIR LUCK). 
BEA;\1 

COPY 1'0 CCO. 
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&CUT 
........ ,. Aa1-21. 1961 
5:00 p.m. 

HenwlU. the memoraaam t• 
Clan Cllffor• te wtalch I rafened. ~ 

"· w. Jloetow 

MCRET attacllmnt 
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.~a_ I told you tho othor day, 1 tl1ink that your p~cca con!oronce hit 
praclocly tho right tone in relatin~ tho cu.-rcnt lull to tho enemy•a 
cxpectod third o.C!cnoivo. 

1 wao troubled. howovcr, by soma 0£ yaui: rcma~lte on tho bor-..lbinl• 

I wccld ~Zt'~o that bo!oro Mo.rch 3lat th.o enemy ht1d docidod to 
incro::i.::;3 :lubzt:inti:1lly his infiltration. !i"u:-the~moro, there io cert.:..inly 
no cviclcncG -· ~nd I havo no rcaDon to a.-i-ue -- that tho rostrietio:i Gi 
t'!lo l:o:~'lbin.l ha.o h:,.d any ci!oct whatsoeveit on bis docieion to cug3.zo iii 
thio r.~.:::.o~iv.:l in.filtrg.tio~ e!io~t. • 

I-rowovo.-. I can:1ot agroo that 

•· t!10 :-o~tricti03 O:\ tho bombing hac bad no ef!ect on tho nuni'!,)or 
Qi imiltrOQS arrivine in s~. 

-- tho cn0my will movo tho me~ and matodol they chootc, to, .l.nd 

-- ~ thoi;: losses go up in the p:.-occc3 of moving, then appal:'outly 
. thoy ju.:Jt move mo2:o me:1 and supplica. 

. . 

... tho restricted bombing Cilrnp:lizn i~ .nuch locus costly to un i~ 
tc::i::ls of aircra!t an.cl c:.-ew loG::o:::-. . 

..... 

-- wo havo boen killing rn~ny nlore u-ucka and a ~aor percoutase 
of tho trucka moving south. • 

• 
DECLASSIFIED .. 

Authority _N_t_..)_-_c:._S_~_-_;?-_-,...1 __ 
:By ~ NABS, Dute.(, ~.J.l:,-ff 
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Ou tl\o nagativo aide. however, we kno..,, th~t 

•• zre~te.- nu.~-iboro 0£ trucka a.nd pcoillo than ever before .lro 
sctti:iz tl\rOUflhJ 

-• tl·.o elapsed u~e for movaa~-.cr.t o! 1ncn ~d supplloo has p,:o~~ly 
• been ou'botantially docreiu;od bcca.uae thoy enjoy a !rco ricl,:, do\·m 

to 19 dogrcoa. (A ,1ect-oa:lc in. trancit time, of aay 30 to SO pc:-c:cnt, ... 
doc1·0:i.z0t1 tho cnomy•1 pipclino requiron"lcnt by a co~rczpor.ding ... 
~mount.) 

\'le simply do not know: 

•• to what cr..cnt the greater e!!iclcnc1 in killing tructcG rcflulta £~om 
c;rc.itcr concontration 0£ e!!ort or !ro:n 1mp:rovod tcc:bm'iuo:: o:t 
ectoction and attack; 

•• wliethcr .-ttac:ldng trw:ka north .lo v101l :lo ~outh of 19 d~zreca 
\-.;oulcl b.lvo tho not ros;ult oi raoro or leas auppUea get~n~ to 
tho oouth. 

•• l',.ow tho lcvol ~d :".l.to c! fio\v o! rncn ~ucl l:U'Or.>lles would bo •• 
.:£1octod by attacks o:i ta=ccts other tlUUl trucks :onh 0£ 19 dc~:-coa. 

Tho m.ijo:: unco .. tattity ti:i a.T."J" c! our evaluatlo~s of tho bo:nbi:13 i~ 
~'lat \ .. .:c h~vo no way or knowing wh~t the onemy would ::~ally liko to do. 
Hc:ico. we ~avo no way of cvcl.wi.tin3 tho roauaint:a which tho botnbb:, 
pla.c:03 0-:1 tto !ul!illmcnt of hla toairca. 

l u'Cdo?':ibnd -• end bavo lived !o~ m311Y yaa:rs now in: amiable 
cii~ac:-oomo:.: with-• tho argu~n~ which s~toa that: 

•• c:-.~m7 2.•oquiroments. i:i SVN are llmlted (cl.thouzh l po~sonally 
believe tl~o i~tolligence export~ ba.vo coaGictently uudc:rcstim~~d 

•• the ma:zmtuao o! those requi:-ornc\lts); 

-• c.=.omy inputs to mcot thoeo r0<iuii•o0:1ontu aro rol~tivoly cmall in 
comp:2.riso:2. with their totcl. rOC,i-ai::cmcnts end in o.r.y event aro 
c~ily supplied by outsido cour~os without coat to NVN; 

-~ ~·. . . . . . . 
-- thorctore. lt la QD. ca.ay matte:: for the enemy to pudJ:et for 

wh~tevor loval of ollortJio d~sl::eo in tho aouth. 
. • . . ' 

SOORB'I' 
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T!lc:.-o is a !und~r.-lonta.1 !o.llacy iii t:~ia notio:1 th~t the enemy hi:.:. 
nc-:ci:;&o.~ily :i.chl~v~d wh~t be ~ooiroo. 

b ~::7 :.·ow. wtlr, th~ not thrust in tho floltl roc;ul~c from a bcl~cin3 
of all tho fi1cto-;•s r~tho:r th~n from tho sub~zdin.:>.tion o! ell cl~o to a ~in_zle 
nbao!ut.'.l p:.•ioi·ity. 'I'M.~ rulo holda ior cvo:-y wa:: 0£ which I kn.ow, i:l. m.y 
own C~!Y.):i:lcnca o"J:" !ror.a biGto:y. In uovcr.lmcnt -- even tot~lit:iri'1:i 
govorn.4"...->~4t •- tho;:o io x:.ovor ·~"l. ab~clutc priority.· In thi~ c~_fJG tho 
c~on'i} .. ~~ ~ctivity t:'lu:: bo con~ic!orcd o.z:-.1~:Jt ::. backa::ound cf the tct~l 
const.-=.ir..~o upon him. Ifacoi h:l.a to budge~ ::.ot just !o-: its ~ctivit1c:; in 
SVN b~t £01• ito total ~ar eftort: fcoc1inz, cl.othin.z~ and hoUDing tl-..oir 
people; . cl.;.• de!c.i:.o. ropab:J recrcltlnc.1:t and trairanz. 

F'o-..• o:-:o.rnpto. I <lo not doubt foi· a ,l10.:ncnt that tho cr..omy would 
have wic!;.od to mount an even l~co~ ofrcu.:,ivo .it 'I'ET. In their cu:-roi:t 
e!io::t.3 to :3ct rcac1y for a third crack at u::l. 1 do not doubt t~t t!ie7 would 
.w.int t.:> p\:.t in as much a:. they could aea!~~t us to mZ!ko thb o!'!o:-t e~cfaivo. 

Tho:-c:fo:.-c, I mu:1t conclua';l that tbc~o woro e.Ueetiv~ co:u;t~ai~!c Ci~ 

the c=.omy1~ level c£ effort ~t TET Jc.st a~ tl!o.-e ai-o constrainto wl~!ch •. 
~foe~ hi:: thl,:d ot:c~cive. 

• ..... ':ho 1~1~Jor constrcl.nt acting a~cir:.!;i 1-um 10. ct couroe, o~= ioi·ecs 
2nd cl~ed !oi·eeo in the field in tha scuth, Or.s cf the ~~ conc~~:.t& 
b~~ been ~d =emaine ou~ bon,bicz of tho not-th. • 

., Yo-.:. \":ill £icc:l that argun10:1ta w;~ch begin with the notion that t!lo 
c~::.:y ic p~tting i,n o.11 ho "choosoo to" chil't -- u.t a co~t.::in point -- to: 
in ~.-: .. y ~~c, ''bom't>in,a is not clocloivo." C! ccu::00 it is uot dccl.civo. 
But c~l".·cctio..'.1 ln S\'N ba not been cloc:ichr0 yot o!t.'le1·. No 0:2.0 cc:~tl"ci~t 
iQ, i:1. :l';::;ol!, <!aclsivo. Our bal;. is to build .~u tho:::o con3trcl.::i.to to e~ 
poi~~i who~o ho ~ec:icloa to ~ccept as bis bc:>t zc:uiatic opUOZl wh~t. v.;a ccan 
by .:.~ bo~Ol"~blo poa.CG. 

Tho bo:?:ibing lo, th~n,. simply o~"l~ cf tbe constrai:lto opo.·=.t!:i:; 
u:ai~:.t tho e:c:lmy. J\r.y roduc:tio:i o:Z cur bombing cf!ort c~lo~ bi~-n to,. 
inci·c.lsc tho weigb.t 0£ 11is cllort accl::uii u~ in the field. 

O~o \VtJ.y to put tho ciuooUa!k is th!c: 1£ wo atop b:)mblng, w~uld !-?.i:ioi 
Cllncol tho shipment 0£ Gupplico to ·tbG ~outh or send fowo~ mon? . 

' 
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.. 
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Th~ ~:-,.;wo~ obvlou'lly 1~ no. \'llth ~10 b:1.tt1l in ita p1°0!:cr.t i::.tcnco 
a..-id po=:ha:,!; c:.:itic:u ~t~~o, I·fano1 is tryi=1i to ect tl:i.o n~r:lum po~ei'illc, 
1m1>0.ct witb:ln limita set by all !ta ccuct~~i.nta. 

In ~ny cn:::e, ciark. th~t is my :ro~cilon to: "thoy will rr,ovc t:.e 
Qen ~d .i~;:i.tcrl.~ th.it they cho~se to". Lifo :md w:u- .~0 juct :.o~ 1:1:0 that. 

.. 

, .. • 

"v7. \'I. Ro~tow 

• . 
.. ,,. 
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f 
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INFORMATION 

DECIUiiT SENSJTIYE 

Wedne•day, Auguat 21, 1968 
12:45 p. m. 

Mr. Pre•ldent: 

Herewith CIA •ummary of 
Csech sltuatlon a• of ll:00 a. m. 

No •urprl•e•. 

W. W. Ro•tow 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSiflED 
Authority ,YU[Ol'J-o;>(-3-.2-­

By--$-, NARA, Date t{½io~ 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AG·ENCY 
.Diroctorato of Intclli~on~G 

21.. August 1968 

1 N'l'ELL ICi·ENCE AU-:MOnANDUM 

Tho Situation in C~uchoslovakia 
(As ot 1100 EO'l.') 

l.: Thorc havo benn no reports o! c~ochoslovak 111ili­

tary ·rosia:;l:ance. to the occupying forc,.,s. Some repoi,•t,;,; sny, 

howevei.•, that civ1.11~1,s ai•e attompting to block lh(\1r 

movemo11t. Cas\1alties seem S() far to hnve l>eon few. ftadio 

P1•nguo hns p\lt tho num·'ber at 25. At abo\1t the !innu, t:imo, 

thG 1•~d1o l'eportocl that i\ Soviu1.. tn1\IC. was an 1'i1•c J n tho 

~treet outside thn station. 

2. Czcchoslnvak ~ud1o ~tation~ 
__________ __. 

__ _.I are 1.·eportini; Soviet t1·oop movemollto th1·out;hout th~ 

country. nunaarian_t~nks h~ve bocn reported in Slov~kin 

an<;l Polish troops arc said to bo in ncu.·theastorn Dol,omia. 

The associated· Pross repoi.•ts thn t troops 1'1·om i'iv(~ Wni•snw 

P~ct c-ountrios ,u·o boldi nr; koy poa 1 tiont. .i.1\ Bl·a ti1al nv~, 

near the Czochoslovak-Hungaria1, horder. 

3, As of 0800, some rndio stations, includinK Rndio 

Prague, wore st:111 in tho hands of loynl:ist Czocl,oRlovaks. 

Approved For Release 2005/07/26: NLJ-141-022-14-1-8 
SAN1TIZHD I I 

'Aed>ority1' L-J. ll..\ \--0,'2...u I\.\ /l 
,.~ ,NARA, Darcn-2-o'l 
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~T_I __ 
A b1•oadc~.nst J:1·om an unichrnt.ifi•~d Czcchotilovnk t-itnt:ic>n, 

~lso nt (.)$00 E~'l', t:ia1d, l1owc-vo1~, thnt th.c occupyi.nQ; fol·cc~ 

had ordered nll radio ~tations to stop trnnsmitt1n~ or 

tboy would bo ft'>l:'cibly siloncc.:,d. 

4. Other koy party nnd government instnllation~ in . . ' :. 
ma'jor ceri to1.•i:. -~·re • ovi <l0n.t 11,· su1•1•oundNl ·by occupyint-t r,,1·co,;. 

Soviot: 1'ol.·co~ mriy hnvo in1ton. over the Czochosloval" DoJ:1.1n:,.c 

~5X1) • Mi11.1ut.ry in Prag\tO enl'ly t:odny. \ 

I 
5. Dubcak nnd presidium rnombcr Kriogal nnd Spncck 

were I at Rnctio Pr.1gue 's la~t 1•cpo1•t, conf inocl to tho 

'· ,.Cen\;1·al Committeo b\_\lldin~ in Prui:uc. Tho Radio has ro­

po1.4tod that Prc-si.dont Svobod.n is also undor d<Jt:cnt.ion. 

Approved For Release 2005/07/26: NLJ-141-022-14-1-8 
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~oport t1nt rom or Kosygin an 

Dofonso Mnl'Sht\l Ciroc.}hko 11ad 1·os1gnccl, which wiu, cnrrilld. in 

a Cz.ech brondcniat; £1.•om Pi.·A~uo in 1:hc onrl.y ancn-ni11~ hnurai, 

has ·been e111phat1cnlly don1od by tl\C'l Suvict Fo'L'ei;n J.liniRtry. 

Accordi11g to AP, one, spokosman lnbc.l,4d it "ft 1,rovocat1on 1 " 

ancl anotht.'11· .rJesci.•ibocl it as 1'-,1onsEmsa that shoul cl uot \X,'l 

·l\bouts of ~ny or the Soviot londors 1:11nce l6 Au~u~'C nnd thuro 

hna bt\On no fu1·thot• in.fo1·11lntion on tho Contrnl Commit\oo 

plGnum reported by UPI nnd AFP on 20 AuguRt. 

lO. Alono amons Wa1•saw Pact ~tnt.cs, Rumnni.11 r.onvcncd 

a plenary session 011 21 August ot party, govornmen t, and 

maas or"anizntlon~ and unnnimoualy Kupported in cxLrcmcly 

f ! . 
,_.. I 

~ 

strou~ lansunso thw Czoc~oHlovak pnrty, ~ovornmont, nnd p~o~lu. 

RumnniRn p:n-ty' nnd 1>1.:nto Chio! Coi\USCSC\I evc.n dOCl.iU"Od in 

a s11oeoh that "the1•0 is l\O ju!it1!1cauon wba\:1-oovor" t:or \ho 

m1litavy intorvontion. 
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70PS!.CK%: 

MB. PRESIDENT 1 

we ... aday, Aq. 21- 19'8 
12:0S p.m. 

Herewltll a pl'•p••e4 mea..,. hom Y°" 
to Wll- la n■paaM to hl■ attached me■■ap of 
la■t alpl. 

w. w. Boetew 

TOP SECasr attacllmell&a 

Te■ -----
No -----
Call me ---



INFORM.A noM 

w ...... y. Alla-"' zi. 19&1 
str:CUT-jHA&VAJI/PLUS lJ:00 IIOOII 

MJl. PUSIDENT: 

Herewltll U.. accout OIi. leday•• Paste 
tea break. Tllo waa ..---. 

w. w ........ 

-BCUT-attad&,,,.. (Pari• 19703 DeltC>a 635) 

........ ,: .r- ... ~.-,r:. 

. . ~. ' ~ ,,. 



INFORMATION 

Wedneaday, Aqu•t 21, 1968 
10:45 a. m. 

Mr. Preeldent: 

The marked pa••age• lndlcate 
that Senator Mandleld' ■ cry■tal ball 
was a little cloudy. 

W. W. Ro•tow 

Senator Mansfield's memo to the President, Aug 19, 1968, 
"Observations on a Recent Visit to Europe -- East and West. 11 

WWRostow:rln 



. MIKE,MANSfl'IELD 
MONTANA 

TO: The President 

FROM: Mike Mansfield 

~~s~ewde 

<Offiu of~ ~oritv 1Ieuer 

-~ ~-GI. 205UJ 

August 19, 1968 

SUBJECT: Observations on a Recent Visit to Europe--East and West 

I spent the last two weeks in Europe. Included in the itinerary 
were stops in Moscov, Prague, Bucharest, Paris, Frankfurt, and briefly, 
Budapest and London. I am submitting herewith certain personal observations 
and canments in connection vi th these visits tor whatever use they may be 
to you. 

Moscow 

1. As always, China remains in the background of Soviet anxi­
eties. However, the primary Soviet concern at the present time is the 
internal progress of the Soviet Union, the adhesiveness of the Eastern 
European bloc and the general development of economic relationships with 
the rest ot the world. The Sov1& Union is run by cautious and deliberate 
men,who see ste~ progress both at hane and abroad:-are not likely to 
Jeopardize that progress by a tempest over the Czechoslovak crisis. 

2. To put it another way, the Czechoslovak crisis may be of' 
great importance in Camm.mist ideology but as a practical matter, the 
actual Soviet approach to it is likely to be tempered by the pragmatism 
of the current Soviet administration. Qui~ apart fran words, it is not 
likely that the Soviet government will move directly in a military sense 
to upset the Czechoslovak revision unless Dubcek is forced to an extreme 
anti-Russian position--a position which he has heretofore avoided. 

3. The detente with the United States is not presently on the 
front burner of Soviet interests and is not likely to be given a great 
deal of attention in Moscov so long as the mill tary conflict in Viet Nam 
continues. ·-· .. 

4 .. There is no serious inclination in Moscow to believe that 
the Czechoslovak revision derives f'ran U. s. machinations; Kosygin 1s 
said to have rejected any such interpretation. • 

J . 

,· 

.. 
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Prague 

5. The Dubcek leadership is confident that it has succeeded in 
its ideological coup. The confidence seems well founded. Popular opinion 
appears heavily with the Dubcek government and prevailing public pressure 
is against backtracking. The final word, however, will not cane until the 
party congress which opens on Septeni:>er 9. That will be the occasion of' • 
maximum pressure on the Dubcek group but the prevailing view is that they .. 
are going to be able to stand up under it. 

6. Your discreet handling of' our relationship w1 th the Czecho­
slovakian government at this critical Junction has been outstandingly 
ef'f'ective. An over-enthusiastic support by us would have hurt Dubcek. 
On the other hand, an abrupt dismissal of' the significance of' the changes 
which he has fostered would have had the same e:f:fect. It is most fortunate 
that you have managed to steer a course between these twin pitfalls. 

7. Any unilateral actions in the way ot loans and grants of' 
assistance to Czechoslovakia at this time should be avoided like the plague. 
Although my personal feelings would be to help the Czechoslovakians, an 
ostentatious eagerness on our part could be disastrous. That is not :to 
say that the Czechoslovaks do not need help or are not seeking it, On the 
contrary, they do need help, particularly in canmercial and industrial 
modernization. In m:, Judgment, the proper channel f'or that help, at this 
time, however, is the World Banlt or other nnµ.tilateral organizations in 
which Czechoslovakia may have membership. • 

For our part, we could consider the extension of most-favored 
nation treatment if' it can be done by Executive action and, hence, not lead 
to a prolonged emotional debate in the Congress. Preferably, the extension 
of' most-favored nation treatment might well be taken'simultaneously f'or 
several of' the countries in Eastern Europe, thereby, avoiding a singling 
out of Czechoslovakia. 

Insofar as the Czechoslovak -gold question is concerned, it 
seems to me appropriate to make clear that the situation is being reexamined 
but it is best to put of'f decisions until next year, because when they are 
made, they may be expected to arouse a hue and cry from the Czechoslovak 
claims seekers in this country. 

\.. 

8. The odds are on the survival of the Dubcek government (bar• 
ring an assassination or sane such extremist act). As noted, the people 
are with Dubcek and his reforms . At the same time, it is unlikely that 
the Soviet Union will be able to find a believable alternative in Czecho­
slovakia to which it might throw support. Without a realistic political 
alternative to Dubcek, a Soviet military intervention 1n Czechoslovakia 
does not appear 1n th"e cards. • • 

. --...---- -------
' . . . 
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Paris 

9. Within the limits of his directives, Averill Harriman is doing 
a most creditable job 1n the negotiations. However, there is no reason to 
expect any tangible progress in the negotiations on the basis of his direc­
tives. To be sure, there is some desire on both sides to keep the talks · 

_going; an occasional act of conciliation (i.e., the recent exchange of 
prisoners) take place and that is all to the good. But insofar as making 
peace is concerned, what is now in progress in Paris amounts to two monologues 
proceeding separately, at the same time, without drawing the positions any 
closer. This procedure could go on indefinitely and there are stories to 
the effect that some members of the negotiating team are, in tact, taking 
long term lease~_on apartments in anticipation thereof. 

10. All knowledgeable sources, Communist and non-Communist, hold 
to the view that there will be no further progress in Paris--no negotiations 
on substance--unless and until there is a complete cessation of the bombing 
of the North. Regretably, no one is willing to go out on a 11.mb and conjec­
ture what will happen if the boni:>ing is stopped but all seem to agree that 
stopping it will be a productive step towards peace. 

11. Your personal handling of de Gaulle (and, I stress,- the word 
persoral) has been most effective and may well be fruitful in terms of our 
future relations with France. In this connection, Couve de Murville was 
most emphatic in giving me assurances that if the U. s. stopped the bombing 
of the North entirely and' the North Vietnamese·then proceeded to escalate 
the military contlict, France "would not like it and would say so." 

Other 

12. Throughout Eastern Europe, the immediate problems and interests 
are economic. Most of the nations are encouraging contacts with the West, 
including tourism (the repair and restoration of ancient churches is a wide­
spread preoccupation in the Eastern European countries). U. S. investment 
is welcomed in Prague, Bucharest, and elsewhere and on not unfavorable terms. 

13. The cold war is largely over insofar as sane Eastern European 
countries are concerned. They are prepared for a d1minution in the signifi­
cance of both the Warsaw Pact and the NATO Pact. I come home, more than ever, 
persuaded that (1) while our military commitment under the NATO Treaty must 
remain inviolate, (2) our assignment of forces under.the NATO organization 
can and should be sharply reduced. The two are in no way incompatible. • 
Assignment in Europe has becane a kind of mill tary homesteading for hundreds 
of thousands of Americans in recent years . It I am correctly inf onned, it is 
about time to ask '?~ves what on earth we are doing with almost 100 generals 
in Western Europe ("~with private railroad cars and personal planes), 
especia1ly at a time ot budget ditticulties and balance-of-payments embarrassment. 

1/ 
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~ SEC:AR'l' 

M.ll. PRESIDENT: 

.._._.,, A-,ut 21, 1961 
9&30 a. m. 

Bea Jlead laform■ me tut die Dul■la Gonrameat baa ~oacbad u 
wit b aa ladlcatloa that they are llbly to wlala to take tM lead ba the S.colty 
CA a dl la Mew York oa tile CNcla cpaaatlea. The Daalab Cablaet l■ Dow 

meet&aa &ad tbalr dadalaa •• a 1onnmeat oa Wa llllUatlve ehOllld w ka1wa 
to u■ •oaa. 

Jl.ead tell• me Sect. lluk'• reapoaae wu tbat tMy alaoald 10 &bead -­
bat we wbb to lea-.. opea tu opeloa tllat we ml111t Jela U..m la -,-orias a 
S.culty Coaadl Re■obatloa ol coademaatlea. 

In adclltloa to tlMt qae.UCN11 of a mowemea& la New Yon, tMn are 
twe i•••• which •allt to be dedcled teday: 

-- Shoald a ■tat.meat oa tW• matteP be rna• ltJ the Pn.W.at. br the 
Secntar, ol State, or by a.or• Ball la New York? I am lacllaad to belle" 
that tber• •111t to be a ■tatemeat from a.ar CionnunellL TIie people bawe 
beea abanW.C tba lacu ca radio aad TV tW.a ....... I bellne &My will 
expect sometWas hom •• ...._ tu •Y• 

-- What abould we Ry? Sblce, thu far, tbl■ I• aot a • .......-, crlab, 
I believe oar toaa •hoald be aot •••• .. •toay Rt ,.Utlcal. TM cea&nl tlleme 

. ■hoald be that W■ 1• a pnli1•dly nactl-.ry m098 CCNlder llot meNly to 
the Umted Nation■ Cbaner bat to all the tnacla oa wllldl maaklad la DOW 

ba~•• lta upea. Eftl'fwMn mea aad aatl-■ an • ..,._ toward• freedem 
alMl r••pa•lltle aatleaallarn. TIil■ l■ a Mri- Htltack. s...,.,a.n m•• 
hope for ceoperatloa aero■■ tu ll•• ol tbe Cold War. TM■ pullea .. la the 
other dlnctloa. la Euten Eu.,. or Weatera :Eianpe -- er la all t1ae otller 
caadaeata -- tbl■ move wlll be npr ... u a maJ• aacl traalc backward nap. 
Mea wU1 al■o ncepl• tbat Ille cauae of hedom aad n-,•dW• ..Uoaallam 
will aot be dnl•d -- ■o2' tM c-•• of peace. TM Nice of ta.. Cadloalftak 
people -- aad o6er• la the world coa-.,,.,..ty -- will be beard. 

Tov. may wi8b to call a IDNtlaa later Wa ....._. wt.a we baff 
defhlltlff WOl'd OD tbe Dul■h CaMMt •ctaoa. to CGllel .. r OU UR pN'11r• 
alld otur aapecta of the ■ltwatl-. 

Ju■t to tara OYer lay...- Dllad, Br•sluki jut called me wlth tu lclea 
ol. a Head■ of Gcwanmeat m•da1 ol ti. We■tera Alllaaee la :Eianpe. It wwld 
be deal-d to dramatlN aot menly the alty of ta.. We■t but lta uaoclallOD 
with coaatnactlve priaclple• au eltjec:tlY•• for the loac 1'1111. He ._. ... till■, 
la part. on u. s. dome■tlc polltlcal p....S• to-balp anld a dmple Mptiff 
nactloa ltack to pan Cold ar attlladea. 

w. W. lloatow 



INFORMATION 

-iEGRB'P 5ENSITIVE 

Wedneaday, Auguat Zl, 1968 
8:10 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

There la little in thl• CIA summary 
you do not already have: but I thought you 
ought to have lt available a• the best 
round up aa of 7:00 a. m. 

You wlll note (pp. Z-3) a radio 
broadcaat -- unconfirmed -- that the 
Sovleta have occupied the Central 
Committee headquarters where Dubcek 
la believed to have been. 

W. W. Roatow 

WWRostow:rln 
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Wedn••day, Augu•t Zl, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Appolnbnent with Israeli Deputy Prime Mini■ter 

Amba■■ador Rabin baa a■ked whether you would receive Deputy 
Prime ¥!ni■ter Allon while he h in Wa•hlqton on a private vi•lt. He 
will be ln the US September 9-14'. and we under■tand September 9-10 or 
lZ would be the be•t day• for him. Secretary Ruak will •ee him and 
recommend■ that you talk with him too. 

Since Eahkol ha• jut appointed Allon aa hia Deputy. there is no 
que•tlon of political •eulthity. llabln baa a■■ured us of thh. We under­
stand informally that Dayan, Allon's principal rl"nl. may again be planning 
a private vhit later ln the year, ao there would be a chance to balance 
the book• lf you wi■hed. 

Th• maln purpo■e from our end would be to 1lve one of the most 
influential laraell leader• a fir■t hand picture of our re■ervation■ about 
current I■raell policy. Changing l■raell mind• require• •teady prodding, 
and the only way to go at it ls to take advantage of every opportunity to 
make our v1.ewpo\nt known. 

1 ■ee this a■ a major opportunity for you to weigh in.. If we are to 
make any progr••• toward a peace settlement this could be an important 
stepping stone. I recommend you see him. 

Approve 
Disapprove 
Call me -----------

W. W. Rostow 

E 
, ~ 

~-' '. _,~~1-0; 

CONPml.N1'1A.L --



1 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

August 20, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Appointment with Israeli Deputy 
Prime Minister Yigal Allon 

Reconnnendation: 

That you receive Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Yigal 
.Allon during his visit to Washington September 9-14. 

Approve ____ _ Disapprove 

Background: 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Immigrant 
Absorption Yigal Allon plans to visit Washington during 
the period September 9-14 and has asked for an appoint­
ment with you. A long-time Labor Minister and a famous 
General during the 1948 Arab-Israel conflict, Mr. Allon 
is an able and ambitious politician whose recent appoint­
ment as Deputy Prime Minister highlights him as one of 
the serious.candidates to succeed Prime Minister Eshkol. 
Moderately "hawkish" in his foreign policy pronouncements, 
he is the architect of a "plan" proposing a negotiated 
Israeli withdrawal from the heavily Arab-populated areas 
on the West Bank of the Jordan coupled with continued 
Israeli occupation of and settle~ent in the Jordan Valley. 

I presume that Mr. Allon wishes to discuss the Middle 
East situation with you, with particular emphasis upon 
Israel's security needs, including Phantom aircraft. Such 
a discussion could prove an apt occasion to re-emphasize 
to a ranking Israeli the great importance we attach to the 
Jarring Mission and our expectation that Israel will make 
a positive contribution thereto. Mr. Allon speaks Engli~h 
fluently. 

~~ 
Dean Rusk 

~NFit>EN'i'UI.. 
GROUP-3 

• : .. "' .. ·- .... : .. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRE!'f- August 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Czechoslovakia Seen-from Europe';:.. 

In Bri1P-en, the -Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary interrupted their 

11 __.,,. 

holidays and returned to London. The Cabinet Meeting is scheduled tomorrow 
and Parliament is being scheduled for August 26. Our Charge joined a meeting 
in the cabinet room at 10 Downing Street to discuss next steps with the Acting 
Foreign Minister. The British strongly favor primary reliance on the UN. 
Foreign Secretary Stewart is considering attending the Security Council meeting 
in New York personaJly and wonders whether Secretary Rusk might participate . 

. In E:"rance, DeGaulle·-rerriafns-in the country.· Debre qilled in Shriver to state 
view Soviet could not allow Czech deviation, that Yalta had given Eastern 
Europe to Soviet domination and that there is "nothing anyone could do. 11 Debre 
opposed three-power consultation, saying it would only produce a meaningless 
declaration. Nevertheless, Debre reported that DeGaulle had approved the 
idea of 11taking distance 11 from the USSR in bilateral relations. 

From Moscow,_.our. Charge-·reports the invasion-took all friendly diplomats by~: ... 
" surprise (Amb. Thompson is due in Washington tomorrow). Our Charge 

speculates that there-was a shift in-the politburo-majority, and··passes ~long 
.an unconfirmed report·that -Kosygin and Podgorny-were summoned hast;t_ly 
,_from vacation on August 19 to be· confronted with ·a -fait acco'tnplis.-. Our Charge 
estimates that many countries will find the Soviet action so repugnant that 
their bilateral relations with the USSR will suffer at all levels. November ,,. 
Conference of Communist Parties faces virtually insuperable,odds and third-
world countries are having second thoughts about the Soviets. Apparently 
the Soviets have started jamming· YOA and ·BBC on at least some channels. 

<" From Prague,-you-may have seen-in the -latest-Sit-Rep .. that -Amb. Beam believes·'! 
'-

the continuing delay of the Soviets in establishing a puppet government may 
force the Soviets into an increasingly 11 sticky situation 11 legally· conducted Czech 

-,. organs take stands against the invasion. The National Assembly met in rump 
session today and President Svoboda either sent or spirited out an address to 
the Nation calling for calm and fortitude. Automatic weapons fire is being 
heard from the center of Prague this evening. Tad Szulc will report in 
tomorrow 1s New York Times that intensive negotiations.ar~ going- on between: 

1;the Cz~ch's and Soviets"'to-try·to""'work out the·membership of-·a new government 
:: but Dubcek ts fantastic .popularity is•making the'. formation of su."ch a· regime~ 
:_dgubtful, 0- • ►• 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines 
-B~~ NARA~ Date 3· \.\-0 3 -, 
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CQtiFl:DEHTU J.. .Vedneaday, Aupat 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Call on You by Ambaa■ador WUUarn■ 

Ambaaaador G. Mennen WUUama ia calling on you at 2:00 p. m. 
tomorrow, August 22. He is in Wa■hington for consultation. with State 
a.nd Defenae on the queation of juriacilction to try mie of our aentriea at 
Sangley Naval Baae, who ahot a Phllipplne teeDa1er trying to eacape with 
stolen property. This is the only aubject which the Ambaaaador ia expected 
to raiae with you. 

As you know, thia sort of caae, both in the Philippine• and elaewhere, 
has previou.ly given riae to considerable Congreaaional interest. The 
Ambassador will have with him a liat of senators and congressmen who have 
made inquiries concerning our handling of thia one. 

State and Defense ha"\'e reached a 
Ambassador's use when he returna.( 

)Obviously the outcome of theae negotiationa will 
be important for the future of our Statua of Force■ stance in the Philippines. 

I do not recommend that you raise any other subject with Ambasaador 
\Villiams. 

W. -.."I. Roatow 

cc: Marshall Wright 

AJenkins:mm SANITIZED 
E.O. 12356. s~c. 3.4 

NlJ 81:.-1¢0 If' 
By ~ . NARA. Dar~ IO-;JI,,:,_ 

:F9¥JPreJ«T2ts k 



LlTJ:JlALLY 
TOP SEOUT •• EYES ONLY 

T• ... Y• A .... t zo. 1968 
6:55 p.m. 

Mr. Pre■ltlaat: 

AttacJae4 an tile aote• for tile 
ltacqr••- ltrleflas. wJt.lc:b l a.a .. 
pn,.HII fer Sec. lluk ... ma fer 
tomorr.w. 

I await ,._ pWaace. 

w. w. aoatew 

....!fOP IECllST •• LITE&ALL1' EYES ONLY 

WWlloatow:rla 
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GOIU'I.DZlfflAt 

MR. PllESIDENT: 

T.. ... y. A_. zo. 1968 . 
4:00 p. Ill. 

TOIi •MMII· lmew tut Pat'• baM at Pbaa .... 
wa• attacucl wltll mortar• -- ao laJule•a ao •ma•· 

w. w .... tow 

,GOIQ!IDl:ll'l'UJ;. 
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H'ACLE 001. ENEMY MORTAR ATTACK ON· PHAN 't:?ANG AB, RVN 20 ·AUG 1968. 
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'1 .f. 
INFORMATION 

iECBET NQl)IE«-OHIO 

Taeaday; Aquat 20, 1968 -- 12:55 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

For eome reaaon whlcb aeema aomewbat 
obecure, Hanoi aeem• aerloua about openlDg up 
another ~banael of dlacuaalone OD Vietnam Yla 
Oelo -- wlth the Norwealaa• operatla1 •• an 
latermedlary. They appear to propoae the 
opeDlDI of euch a cbanne~ oD September 20. 

You may wleb to dlecu•• thle wlth Sec. Rusk 
after the buacb - - or at lunch. 

W. w. Ro■tow 

Oslo 6141 
By 

L,(.,4.; ' 

6EC!tET 

3.6 

--
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INFORMATION 

~~ENSITIVE 

Tueaday, Augu•t ZO, 1968 -- 11:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Abram•' per•onal aaaeaament. 

,:;nmrn•PJ in laat para1raph. 

Stlll not clear whether enemy c&n -- or wW -­
mount a full-fledged third wave. 

W. W. Roatow 

MAC 11266 

• ~NSITIVE 

WWRoatow:rln 

~I}~./;)~ "3 ( :_17-) 
f):,;zt-o; 
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2~1~, ZYH ZFF-2 

•l 3EN WH2ELER CJCS WASH DC 

No Obiection T- 0 A 

o ec/ass1fication 2004/04/01 . N 
: • LJ-141-022-14-3-6 '-

0 [OIA-31PL 88~ ~ 
~r'O '-i•:R ROSTO'.'! \·,1 HITE HOUSE WASH., DC 
~ RUSK STATE DEPT \•JASH DC 1 --------------~---:..... __ _ 
~ HELMS CIA WASH DC 1 

20102oz zy~ ZFF-3 
M GEN A3RAMS COMUSMACV 
0 GSN ~/HEELER CJCS 
:N~O AD~~ t✓:CC:-\IN CINCPAC 
:E~•J 

;_.L c· R E 'I'·"'SA111MI-MAC 11266 EYES.ONLY 
•. DURING TIE NIGHT OF 19-20 AUGUST 68 AND THROUGHOUT 

TODAY, ENEMY ACTIVITIES COUNTRY-~IDE CONTINUED AT AN 
!~CRZASZD LEVEL BUT HAVE NOT AS YET REACHED MAJOR 
?;~O?ORTIONS • .,- Ct>.ePS 

IN I (CTZ)""AFTE~ PREPARATORY FIRE SUPPORT INCLUDING 
B-52 STRI;{ZS, TACTIC.'\L AIR AND ARTILLERY, 2ND BN, 1ST 
t•~~RINZS AIR-ASSAULTED INTO THE SOUTHERN Ot1Z TO DESTROY 
SUS-PECTED EN£t-iY SUPPLY CACHES AND TROOP CONCENTRATIONS. 
tk:: C?ERATION W.A.S CONDUCTED WITH LIGHT ENEMY CONTACT 
ii~J EXTRACTIQN 3EGAN DURING THE AFTC::RNOON OF 19 AUGUST 2. 
·ss .. FOUR (KiiilliE OF CON THIEN AND 9 OG•l~~ OF. CA;~_ LO_,, _____ Jt::. 11- o me Tf:/ .. 

US MARINES ENGAGED ELEl·lENTS OF I HE 13.STH AND 64TH 
REGTS, RESULTING IN 58 EN KIA AND Tl:10 PW. ELSE.Ji-!ERE 
IN THE DMZ ENEMY UNITS CONTINUED PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
OFFENSIVE. IN EAST::RN THU.~ THIE:N PROVINCE, THERE 
WERE SEVERAL SCATTERED LIGHT ATTACKS BY FI~E, MOSTLY 
.ON PF UlHTS. IN SOUTHERN IN CTZ A SAPPER TEA~ WAS 

• 'DISCOVERED IN DANANG AND 94 EN WERE KILLED IN SEVERAL 
St1ALL ENGAGEMENTS SOUTH AND WEST OF HOI A:'J. AN ESTI-

'·i·!ATE;D ENEMY BN OV~RRAN A CAP 3 Kt-1 ENE OF HOI AN CITY, • ,: 
KILLING ALL 54 t·iE~:8ERS. , 

A:'J AGENT REPORTS THAT. HQ NR-5 WILL TRANSMIT A\f1ESSA­
AGE SIGNALLING THE BEGINNING OF THE OFFENSIVE, ON THE 
19TH, 20TH, OR 21ST OF AUGUST 63_- TRAFFIC LEVELS IN 

• i':it-5 HAVE BEEN HIGH FOR THE SECOND CONSECUTIVE. DAY • 
. EASTER~-J QUANG TI~! A~ID QUANG NGA! PROVNCES, ALL FIVE 

REG!MENTS CF THE 2ND AND 3RD NVA DIVS HAVE INDICATED 
~ THAT THEY ARE NOVINt. FRONT 4. FORCES ARE ALREADY It\• 
J STAGING AREAS WEST OF HOI AN. 

ACTIVITY IN II CTZ HAS BEEN HIGHLIGHTED BY THE 
~IENDLY HHTIATED CONTACT NORTH-OF PLEIKU CITY. 
THIS CONTACT, WHICH WAS INITIATED ON 18 AUG 68, IS 

. STILL Hl ?ROGRESS AND THS ENEMY FORCE IS ESTIMATED 
TO o2 AT LZAST TWO BATTALIONS, THESE UNITS HAVE NOT 
YF.7 BEEN IJS:,iT IFIED. ACT I VIT·Y IN THE REME INDER OF 
"!'!-;S CORPS ARSA IS CHAR.~CTERIZED BY THE ENEMY'S AVOID­
:.~-3 ?RIENDL Y FORCES AS THEY CONT.INUE TO MAKE LAST 
M!;WIE: PRE?ARATIONS FOR TH£IR PLANNZD .OFFENSIVE. , 
TWO ;,1ESSAGES INT'e~CE:?TED ON 18 AUG 68 REVEAL SOME 
I:·!DICATIO:~ OF THE ENEMY'S TI MING OF OFFENSIVE , 
ACTIVITY. O'.E L1:C:SSAGE· DIRECTED THAT ALL ASSIGN-
~-;ENTS CO~lC~~~iING '"iHE BATTLEFIELD Ii\ DARLAC PROV-
niC'.:: ~'!UST BZ COMPLETED BY 20 AUGUST 68. THE OTHE.R 
~ESSAG2 ORD2RED. A 8-3 FRONT SUBORDINATE TO PERFORM A 
DETAILED RICO(•lNAISSANCE OF DAK TO BY 25 AUGUST 68. . 

-·· --- --- '"'"'" ..... ,.,.,.C' f,IT'?'U t"M!;"M'y' li'(HH~F.~ TNITIATED ·_ 

. . . 
' . 

,. 



No Objection To Declassification 2004/04/01 : N LJ-141-022-14-3-6 

', 

IN I I I CTZ, CONTACTS WITH ENEMY FORCES !NIT IA TED 
ON 13 P.tJG 68 t;W At-JD EAST OF TAY Nii~H CITY CONTINUE 
SPORADICALLY. P?.£L ININARY INTERROGATION OF. A PW 
CA?TUrtED NIA1 OF TAY iHNn REVEALS ·THAT THE' 271ST AND 
273RD VC REGIS, 9TH VC DIV, THE UNITS IN CONTACT, 
PLAN TO ATTACK TAY NINH CITY AGAIN TONIGHT. IT IS 
DOUBTFUL THAT THIS PLAN CAN BE CARRIED.OUT UNTIL 
-THE ~,E.NEt1Y ·uNITs BREAK co1nAcT. 

THE ENE:1Y CONDUCTED FOUR MORTAR ATTACKS AND 
THO LIGHT P~OBES OF THE SF CAMP AT LOC NINH ON 18, 
19 AND 20 AUG 68 CAtJSl~G LIGHT CASUALTIES AND DAM:. 
AG:'.::. FR IEt-JDL Y ELEMENTS ENCOUNTERED EN~MY FORCES 
SOUTH OF LOC .NINH THROUGHOUT THE 19TH; H0':1EVE~, 
THIS CONTACT HAS NOW CEASED. 

THE SF CAt1PS AT TRANG SUP AND XATUM RECEIVED 
r•DiHAR ATTACKS ON 19 AUG 68 CAUSING NO DAMAGE. 

US FORCES MAINTAIN SPORADIC CONTACT IN NE LONG 
AN PROV. A 3-52 STRIKE IN THE PROVINCE RESULTED 
Ii'J 13 SECOt~DARY EXPLOSIONS, 22 STRUCTURES DESTi10YED ,. 
23 DA~EGED A~D T~O LARGE FIREBALLS. 

o·~ 17 A1JG 68, THE FE, HQ 7TH NVA DIV WAS TEN­
tnUSLY FIXED IN SOUTHERN BINH LONG PROV INDICATING 
A ?OSSIBL~ SU3STANTIAL SOUTHWARD ~OVE FROM THE 
CAi-:30DIA(J 30RDE?. AREA. 

NO SIGiHFICAIH ENEMY INITIATED ACTIVITY OCCURRED 
IN IV CTZ CN Tl--:E tHGHT OF 19-20 AUG 68 Ad) ~~O ADDI­
TIONAL INDICATIONS OF IMMINENT ENZMY OFFENSIVE ACTION· 
HAVE 3EE~~ ;~or::n. 

r:~ sm~:l,ARY, TH:: ENE~Y CONTINUSS HIS LAST MINUTE 
OFFENSIVE ?REPARATIO~S WHILE HARASSING SECONDARY 
TA~'3ETS A!:D 03JECTIVES. THROUGHOUT i·iOST OF T:-U:: ceJ°UNTRY. 
THESE ATTACKS ~AY HAVE.SEVERAL PUR?OSES: TO ATTRACT 
OU~ FORC2S TO AREAS OF SECONDARY SIG~IFICANCE, TO 
G!V2 HIS T?.IJOPS - t·iAi~Y OF TH£t1 GR£Ei~ - S0(1iE COMi3AT 
£XPC:RIE!·lC£; Oi1 TO Dfll\W OUR ATTENTION TO THE OUTLYING 
A2EAS ~HILE HE ATTE~PTS TO MOVE INTO AREAS CLOSEr TO 
?RI:':£ OBJECTIVES. 

sso NorE: or:!.:rvER ouRING DuTY HouRs PRE~e~•!••~-.,."-·~\'~ -~~,,. ,i 
•:, .. ,.._ .,-, f). "'·' .• !> • • ~;,,h,C. o 

• No Objection To Declassification 2004/04/01 : NLJ-141-022-14-3-6 



Tuesday. August 20, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ~;;p 
?--r~r 

SUBJECT: Letter of Sympathy to the Belgium Ambassador 

At noon today, the only son of Belgium Ambassador Scheyven 
died at 26 years old in George Washington Hospital of a lingering 
cancer condition. 

You may wlah to send the attached letter of sympathy along 
with flowers. 

W. W. Roatow 

Schwartz 8 /20 



Aqut 20, 1968 

Dear Mr. Ambaaaadol'i 

lt v.·a• lth 1r .. t aadae •• that I loaraed of 
the loaa of you aoa, Baud011la. 

•• who ln mom.ma of aatloul lo•• have 
ao oft.ea foud comfort ln yoar ••nn nppori, 
extend to yn aed you family ou clae,-at 
aympatlay d•l'm& tht. time of peraeaal 10•1"ow. 

8 lac:erel J, 

Ki■ koeUeacy 
Baro• Low• lc:JMyvea 
Amkaaador of Bel1h1m 
2300 Foxhall Jload, Northweat 

••~ta,toa. D. C. 

LBJ:State:cjf 



CONFIDENTIAL 
RF,STB!CT.Zl) I:>..t..TA 

Augu•t 20, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The Atomic EnerlY Act baa a requirement for an annual Preaidential 
authorization to the Atomic Eneray Commis•ion to manufacture and 
deliver atomic weapon■ to the Department of Defense. 

Attached for your •i,nature ia a letter contaimn1 the annual authoriza­
tion to implement nuclear weapon• program• durlD1 FY 1969. Thia 
authorization ha• been renewed by the Department of Defen .. and the 
Bureau of the Bud1et and la con•btent wih •ubatantlve prograni 
deci•ion• already made. 

In addition to the annual authorisation for the FY 1969 program, the 
letter contain• a dlrectiTe to the Atomic Energy Commh•ion to pro­
duce tho•• atomic weapon·-parta durln1 fiiteal years 1969 and 1970 
which are nece••ary to prepare for weapon• production in FY 1971. 
This authorisation i• •••ential to proTlde the long-lead time part•, 
particularly electrical component part• for which order• mu•t be 
placed twenty-four month• or more in adY&Dce of weapon a••embly. 

Appro•ed __ _ 
Letter aigned ---Speak to me __ _ 

w. w. R.o•to• 

C OHPiD:ENTfAL 
BFSTIUG'PED DATA 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, ec. 3.5 
NLJO0-1'-t7 

By ::,' , NARA, Date fi • 21/·otr 
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Tue■clay. Aqut zo. 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PaESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Opentn1 of Couwate■ iD the USSR 
uad the U.S. 

At Tab A ia Secretary R.u•k'• memorandum recomme11cHB1 
you authorise him to check with the Se11&te Forelp Relatiom 
Committee on openla1 an Americaa Coaaulate Ge•ral ha 
LeDlqrad in eschaqe for a SOYiet Couulate General ID San 
Fruaci■co. 

The R.u■■lau, on thau,■t 13, propo■ed that we beala aeao­
tiatiou aa aoon a• po■■lble. Secretary R.u■k believe■ the ezrh•na• 
would be la our uatere■t alMI •e•• no inaurmountable problema 
la the way.* He therefore waata to bepa couultationa with the 
Seaate Forelp Relation.a Committee. the leader■bip, aml the 
member■ of the Callforllia CoD1r•■■loll&l Deleptloa. 

I concur iD hi• recommendation. 

W. W. Roatow 

Approve couultation■_ 

No_ 

Call me_ 
L ~)J<iJ.fL-r· 

~&,::t;~ ra 
DECLASSIFIED 

ERF:mat 

White House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 198S 
~ By~ _. ARA. D 18 7-- n-:7)--



. By....i.,:u.,.£ _ _., 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

-I Washln(ton, 0.C. 20520 

August 19, 1968 

-GeNF·IBEN'f-I::Mr--

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Opening of Consulates in the u.s.s.R. 
and the U.S. 

Recommendation: 

That you authorize me to ascertain the views of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on the question of opening an American 
Consulate General in i,eningrad in exchange for a Soviet Consulate 
General in San Francisco. 

Approve Disapprove ____ _ 

Discussion: 

The Soviets proposed formally to us on August 13 that we begin 
negotiations as soon as possible with the aim of opening a Soviet 
-Consulate Genera 1 in San Francisco in exchange for an American 
Consulate General in Leningrad. This proposal followed infoiinal 
approaches to Ambassador Thompson by various Soviet officials, 
including Ambassador Dobrynin. 

I suggest that we respond favorably to the Soviet. proposal. 
A Consulate General in Leningrad would provide us with a valuable 
listening post in one of the most important urban political and 
cultural centers in the Soviet Union. It would also enable us to 
n,aintain better contact with American students at Leningrad 
University, to be of greater service to United States citizens 
traveling in northern Russia, and to handle more effectively other 
consular matters such as shipping, estate cases, citizenship and 
visa issuance. Finally, it would be.a positive and useful step 
forward in support of your policy of promoting closer ties and 
understanding between our two countries. 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals, 
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We estimate_the·cost of establishing a post in Leningrad at 
approximately $250,000 for the first year, with an annual cost 
thereafter of roughly $159,000. 

We see no insurmountable problem with the Soviet wish to have 
a Consulate General in San Francisco. Mayor Joseph Alioto has 
already requested our assistance in encouraging the Soviets to 
choose his city. Thus, local cooperation appears assured.~ 

During the ratification debate on the u.s.-u.s.s.R. Consular 
Convention on July 30, 1965, I promised_ to consult with the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee before we considered opening negotiations 
with the Soviets on establishing any consular posts. (We will, of 
course, also consult the leadership and members of the California 
Congressional Delegation.) Before proceeding to ascertain the 
Committee's views on this matter, I would like to obtain your 
concurrence. 

Dean Rusk 

c. CONFID~IAb • 

r 



INFORMATION 

..SECRET 

MODday, Augu•t 19, 1968 -- 7:50 p. m. 

Mr. Prealdent: 

You should be aware we had prepared on a 
coatlngency ba•l• draft atatementa by your•elf 
and/or the Secretary of State ahould the third 
wave ofienalve be1ln. The two attached have 
been cleared by Sec. Ru•k. 

Our general notion i• that the flr•t •tate­
mente ahould come from Salaon. Unle•• the 
a ltuatlon la one into which you wlah to move 
promptly, perhap• Sec. Cllfiord ahould take the 
lead ln Waahlngton. I haYe arraqed with hi• 
atafi that they ahould prepare for thl• contlagency. 

W. W. Roatow 

-SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. J.4 
1'lIJ a:rdl.Jk 

By Ob • NARA. Daae';r~s-~ 
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DRAFT STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

As anticipated, Hanoi has launched another offensive 

in South Viet-Nam. Its preparations have long been in evidence. We 

have observed its peak infiltration rates of recent months. We have seen 

its steady deployment of forces to forward attack positions. We have 

had confirmation from prisoners we have taken and enemy documents 

we have captured. 

...:. 

We know also that their timetable has. been disrupted by the military 

counter-actions we have taken. We believe that the force of the attack • 

they can launch will be much less than they have counted on because 

of the brave efforts of our men on the ground an? in the air. Reports 

reaching us from Saigon confirm that during the last ____ hours, 

enemy units have attacked Vietnamese and allied positions throughout 

the country ( or at . . . . . and ..... ) . Our units were braced and ready 

for these attacks, and though they are still in progress in some areas, 

. Vietnamese and allied troops have given a good account of them­

selves, and have taken a heavy toll of the enemy. 

By mounting and launching this third attack·since Tet, 

what has Hanoi hoped to gain? It seems clear that they again 

wanted to try to establish in American opinion an impression of their 
.. 

undaunted will and power, their ability to strike in many places, their 

capacity to create new civilian refugees and to destroy dwellings and 

generally wreak havoc. They would like to have Americans throw up their 

hands in despair and decry the "hopelessness" of the conflict. They 

want, too, to bring heavy pressure on the newly-elected government 
• I 
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of Viet-Nam in hop~s of causing its collapse. They would like to 

generate a climate of hopelessness in Viet-Nam which might drive 

the people to desp:1.ir. 

But Hanoi is not going to succeed. The elected government of 

South Viet-Nam has actually derived new strength since Tet from its ~ 

ability to rep.tlse and recover :firom the worst Hanoi could throw against 

it. The elements of that government have learned to work together in 

adversity in an atmospiere which no free government has been asked to 

tolerate in modern history. 

As for our own people, we have not been stampeded nor do we 

intend to be stampeded. We will continue to defend our men and our 

allies by watever means are required. We continue to honor our 

commitment to the South Vietnamese people while at the same time 

earnestly seeking a peacefu.i solution to the conflict. We have continued 

to talk seriously in Paris with the representatives of Hanoi though we 

have been disheartened by their intransigeFce. We,realize that their 

p:>sition in Paris is directly related to and influenced by their p:>licy 

of "fighting while negotiating" -- nevertheless, we were preµu-ed and 

are preµu-ed to continue in our efforts to find an honorable and peaceful 

solution through these talks. We would now hope that in the wake of the 

failure of their latest offensive, they will abandon their delaying tactics 

at the conference table, their tactics of bombast and,prop:1.ganda., and 

• 
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begin seriously to move toward a genuine settlement. They should be 

now convinced that the Will of the South Vietnamese people and their 

allies will not be broken. 

I would now hope that the peoples of the world will focus their ..:. 

moral force on Hanoi and cause them to seek seriously that peaceful, 

solution for which all men yearn. The leaders in Hanoi must be 

convinced that tleir outworn policies of aggression and terror have no 

place in the world of today. They must abandon them and help shape 

a world in which men can decide their future without coercion or 

external interference. 

.. 
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DRAFT STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

These new communist attacks come as no military surprise. 

They are nonetheless a severe disappointment to all of us here and 

throughout the world who have been earnestly seeking an honorable ...:. 

and peaceful settlement in Viet-Nam. Once again those on the 

_other side have chosen further violence and bloodshed over restraint 

and reasonable discussion, just as they did last May while the 

c£- Paris talks were being prepared. Now as then, their attacks 

flaunt world opinion and call into question their professed desire 

for a just solution through negotiations .. It seems clear that force, 

not peaceful adjustment, remains their preferred method ef 

solving this problem, regardless of the cost in lives so callously 

and carelessly expended. 

We are confident that our own forces and those of our allies 

will contain this new aggression. We are also confident that the 

Vietnamese government and people will withstand the military, 

economic, and psychological pressures these ruthless new 

attacks place upon them. We have noted with admiration how they 

have responded to such tests before. Our will and courage are 

no less than theirs. ·we stand prepared to assist them fully in the 

steps they are already purposefully undertaking to defend their 

lives, their homes, and their country. 

These new attacks go beyond the battlefield, They are 

aimed at undermining the will and the sense of purpose of ourselves, 

our allies in Viet-Nam, and the Free World .. They represent a 

brutal attempt to exploit the hopes for peace which the Paris talks 

£ECR:13'f 
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have engendered. They raise doubts about Hanoi's seriousness 

and purpose at these discussions. Nevertheless, despite our 

disappointment.and deep concern over this renewed use of force 

and violence, we are determined to continue our efforts at Paris 

and elsewhere in the search for peace in Viet-Nam. 

' 
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AQENDA 

Tu A. attadlecl. eoatala• tu Scwlet acceptaace. Belen tbe aaacM111Ce­
meat 1• m1 .... tilen an certala l■na• wlllcll are betas cleared 9P llllp 
NhNea BW J"oater u4 .AmJ.. DNrpla. at Sec. a.u•• dlnctloa. 
Toa maJ wlala to c:oaaW.r at lwll the tb:D•• of aa enNM111C.-neat. 

Stnft•lc Mballe Talka. {TIie Pre•W... Sec. Rau aacl he. Cllflon) 

You may wl9ll to P" ,ov laltlal nadl to tile JWepe•al i.nrardN 
to ,-. at tbe aeacla. Attacll .. at Tait B la a ra&Mr .......... le 
Serietelllclal ..... •U.,: 

-- We aJlall Jaear elftclally ~, die ud el tll1a weekJ 
-- :Mt 8w1et9 ewlaaae tile epeat•1 of tile talk• at mW-le,e11 her. 

ne 

N.ee: Yoa may ...,..II to eaceuac• tile 1roa, to •pecalate unt kale 
S.,lat etntleff la V. S. -Swlet nlall•• at till• •taa•• lacl .. lq the 
nlatlwalp to ,-■D»la mon• -len C......_lc,nkla er te ne ... ~ 
&em the aitHck with Ceechulankla. If U.,. accept ll. 

OECLA ... SIFIEO 
White House Gui erno , Feb. 24, 1983 
By 41' . NARA, Date <.~ (-f 2-

WlfaNNW:rla 

W. W. lloetew 
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Monday, Auguet 19, 1968 ~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ;2.-P~ ~ 

Attached at Tab A l■ a letter of aclmowledgmut to Preeldent Trejo• 
on hi• two receAt thank-you me■•a1e• to you: 

-- Hi■ July Z9 letter of thank• following your Central American 
vlalt (Tab B). 

-- Hla A11gut 12 mea■age of appreciation for your concern over 
the ■ufferl.ng caueed by the eruption of the volcano Arenal (Tab C). 

W. W. Ro■tow 



Dear Mr. Prealdeats 

Thank JO" for year very klnd letter of July Z9 and for 
yoar m .. ■a1e forwarded telearaphlcally hJ' 0'1r lznba••Y 
in Saa Jo•• laat week. 

I deeply appreciate yo.r comment• aad your 1ood wl•hea. 
I, too, am ••peclally plea■ed that over th••• paat two 
yeal'■ you aad I haYe had th• oppol't\alty to dnelop a 
per■eaal frl•dahlp which reiaforcea the tradltloaal 
boada ualtlll1 two natioae of the Heml■pher• who •joy 
a •lmllar herlt•1• of devotloa to democaratlc lD•tltutlon■. 

Mr■• John■oD and I extend our ••ry beat wi■he• to you 
aad Mr■• Trejo■ •· aDd to the Co■ta JUcaa peeple --
foit ha.,lll••• and pro■pea-lty and for ccathmed pl'Olr••• 
toward the atta.lnmet of your aati•al ,oal•. 

Hla J:xeellaoy 
Joae Joafl\\la T•eJo• J'enandes 
Pre■ldent of the llepubllc of Co•ta IUca 
San Jo•• 

LBJ :State: cjf 



ACTION 

co~ 
:.;;> 

Monday. Au1u•t 19, 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

1968 

~ 
I ■upport Secretary Rusk's recommendation (Tab A) that you acknowledae 
Pre■ldent Arias' recent letter (Tab B) whlcb endorses your April 23 
■tatement on Latin American pbyalcal 1ate1ration. 

I{ you approye, a letter for sl1nature l■ attached (Tab C). 

Secretary Ru■k point■ out a letter from yoa could be sent directly to 
Pauama or be held for deU.-ery by Amba■■ador Ander■on lf Pre■ldent 
Arla• vl■ ite him in New York later thl■ month. 

Letter to Panama ---
Let Covey OU.Yer determine beat mean■ of delivery __ _ 

W. W. Ro■tow 



Dear DI' . .Arla•1 

I wlab to expr••• my appreciatloa for the warm me••••• 
of gneti•I• you •eat to me on the occ.aloa of the recent 
vl•lt to W uhbapoa of Amltaaaader Claarlea . .Adalr, Ir. 

1 have l'ead ltla 1reat tat.reat your thoqhUGl comment• 
on the Deed for plly•lul late1nt1oa wlthla Latla America. 
1 am plea■ed to k:aow that yo• ■bare my coaYlctloa. ••­
pr••••d iD my ■tatemeat of Aprll 2!, 1968, that •• rmut 
betla now the preparatioa of a comproheael.,., lmllU­
aatlonal plaa for aew comm lcaUoa aad traa•ponatloa 
llak• 11Altlq the Am•l'le&a coatiaeat■• Yoar npport of 
till• oltjeetl•• 1l•e• me re-wed ••••ranee that the 
utioaa of our Hemiaplaere, workJaa toaetur wltlua the 
ba1Dewerk of the Alllaacz• for Proar•••• caa mo•e 
forward to overcome tae 1eo1rapblo urrler• to tile 
aoclal and ecoaomlc adftlleement of tholr peo•l••• 

lth cordlal beat wlab••• 

Hi■ Eaeolleacy 
Dr. A rmalfo Arla• M. 
Proal4-at-Elect of the &epabllc of Paaama 

Panama 

LBJ:State; cjf DECLASSIFIED 
White House Guidelines; Feb. 24, 1983 
By~{~ , NARA, Data 11-13- . 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

August 19, 1968 

Herewith an alternative to the passage that now begins "This is a time 

for clarity" and end~ "let them say so plainly. " 

.~,·.New Passage: 

(.begin qa:ote)-

11 This is a ti me when Americans have to face certain hard questions 

and keep certain facts clearly before them. 

First, are we Americans prepared to say to Hanoi that we are 

ready to have their men i!nd supplies pour against the DMZ against our 

men and our allies without obstruction, whether or not Hanoi take·s action to de-

escalate the conflict? That is what is involved in an immediate halt to all 

. bombing of North Vietnam. 

Second, are we Americans ready to let the Communist forces assemble 

without interference around Saigon, Danang, Hue, and other cities and 

deliver their attacks at times and places of their choice? That is what is 

involved in giving up search-and-destroy operations. 

Third, let us all remember that it is a long-established policy of 

the Government of the United States and the Government of Viet Nam that 

the political future of that country be decided by free elections based on 

the principle of one-man-one-vote. It is the Communists who have refused 

to discuss elections. It is the Communists who lwa :iill-C 

solution by ~et rather than byyia lot. • 
l'bf~, ·u .I' • • 

f~t us all remember tha1J_t e encouragement of the American people 
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these gallant people have created their Constitution and created their 

Government by: 

-- voting freely; 

-- often at the risk of their lives; 

-- in elections as closely observed as any in modern times; 

-- in which 60 percent of the total electorate participated. 

The people of South Vietnam and their G?vernment have demonstrated 

-- in action -- a willingness and an ability to let the people speak -­

peacefully -- by democratic means. It is not they, but the other side, 

who must be persuaded that this is the road to peace in Vietnam."_ ~ quote. 

Herewith a proposed peroration: 

."In our great democracy - - from the American Revolution to the war 

in Vietnam -- struggles on the battlefield have been accompanied by contention 

and debate at home. 

But always our nation has produced men like yoursehes -- men ready 

to do their duty -- in your case, ready to go-abroad and fight for their nation 

and for the cause of freedom. 

You Veterans of Foreign Wars did your job -- in your time -- in far away 

places; and you brought home your nation's flag in honor -- unstained. Now 

your buddies in Vietnam.a. are doing the same. In time -- and I pray that 

time will be short -- they will join you. The debates will,pass. They -- and 

the American people -- will look back on what we have done with:the same 

pride we feel in our other efforts in the cause of freedom. 

And we all shall know that those who do not come back will 



I • 

I i 
·1 

------·- ••:r 

-3-

not have died in vain. 

Every day I read ... reports of the courage of Americans in battle 

in Vietnam. Every day I read- reports of our civil efforts to help the 

South Vietnamese build a nation -- expand education"!- plant new rice seeds· 

strengthen their constitutional government. 

Behind these military and civil efforts are as fine a generation of 

young Americans as we have ever produced. 

And so I am of good heart. Let no one tell you that patriotism is dead 

. '\.. ""--'~ 1n our land. JWMrquote. 
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CON:I lf)Z::NTIAL 

August 19, 1968 

Mr. Prealdut: 

Herewlth Bea Read'• ltrlef report of a claealned telephone eall from 
C7 Vance at about 7:00 p. m. om" time after Ill• prlvate -se•■lon wlth the 
North Vletnameee. 

ttVance called at about 7:00 p. m. He reported •ae glve at an• la a Z-1 /Z 
hour dleeu.•lon. They refuaed to give aa answer to what they would u lf we 
•topped tile bomblq ... gave only tlua moat margl.Dal aort of hlnte about 
which aspect• el pba■e Z they found more or le■■ lntere■tlDa. O•er-all 
po■ture ef unwWln&ne•• t8 explore thlna• fully 111ltll •• ■top bomblna. 
Hardnoeed. Mo threau, DO refereAce• to actlon• oa the grouncl ... 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
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T~URTH~·.LET· us .. ALL-' REMEl"IBER THAT'' ¥ITH THE ENCOURAGEritENT 
Jr THE.A:-tERICAi'i·PEOPLE THESE GALLANT PEOPLE-HAVE CREATED 
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_________ ...,, .......:--- ... 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

----

August 19, 1968 

Herewith an alternative to the passage that now begins "This is a time 

for clarity" and end~ "let them say so plainly. " 

.',, New Passage: 

(-be gin ~ote) 

1 t This is a ti me when Americans have to face certain hard questions 

,~ and keep certain facts clearly before them. 

First, are we Americans prepared to· say to Hanoi that we are 

:"' ready to have their men and supplies pour against the DMZ against our 

men and our allies without obstruction, whether or not Hanoi takes action to de-

escalate the conflict? That is what is involved in an immediate halt to all 

. bombing of North Vietnam. 

Second, are we Americans ready to let the Communist forces assemble 

without interference around Saigon, Danang, Hue, and other cities and 

deliver their attacks at times and places of their choice? That is what is 

involved in giving up search-and-destroy operations. 

Third, let us all remember that it is a long-established policy of 

the Government of the United States and the Government of Viet Nam that 

the political future of that country be decided by free elections based on 

the principle of one-man-one-vote. It is the Communists who have refused 

to discuss elections. It·is the Communists who]# ~5 1 •~seek a 

solution ~et rather than b~ ~lot. . 

flt., us all ~emember th~~:..couragement of the American people 

- -- .... , .. ...... ... ·- ..... 

··--·- !.. • 

\ 

✓ 
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these gallant people have created their Constitution and created their 

Government by: 

~ -- voting freely; • 
S-6!0 

-- often at the risk of their lives; rf~ 

-- in elections as closely observed as any i modern times; ~ 
l,+.J~· 

_ -;-,r;.- in which 60 percent of the total electora ~ ~rticipated. ~ 
.L-.~ ~-uv-~~ a....c2s--~~- ~ 

The people of South Vietnam and their Government have demonstra~ 

-- in action -- a willingness and an ability to let the people speak -­

peacefully -- by democratic means. It is not they, but the other side, 

who must be persuaded that this is the road to peace in Vietnam." End quote. 

Herewith a proposed peroration: 

•
11In our great democracy -- from the American Revolution to the war 

in Vietnam -- struggles on the battlefield have been accompanied by contention 

and debate at home. 

But always our nation has produced men like yoursel ...es -- men ready 

to do their duty -- in your case, ready to go· abroad and fight for their nation. 

and for the cause of freedom. 

You Veterans of Foreign Wars did your job -- in your time -- in far away 

places; and you brought home your nation's flag in honor -- unstained. Now 

your buddies in Vietnam~ are doing the same. In time -- and I pray that 

time will be short -- they will join you. The debates willapass. They -- and 

the American people -- will look back on what we have done with ~the same 

pride we feel in our other efforts in the cause of freedom. 

And we all shall know that those who do not come back will 

., 
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not have died in vain. 

Every day I read ... reports of the courage of Americans in battle 

in Vietnam. Every day I read .. reports of our civil efforts to help the 

South Vietnamese build a nation -- expand education -.- plant new rice seeds 

strengthen their constitutional government. 

Behind these military and civil efforts are as fine a generation of 

young Americans as we have ever produced. 

And so I am of good heart. 

in our land. End quote. 

\ 

., 
' 

Let no one tell you that patriotism is dead 

' 
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FROM: WALT. ROSTOW •••. ' ' '.' ' . . ' . NARA Date CJ ,;ig,t; 8' 
ro : !HE. PRESIDENT ~-,· / ' ~;--' ·. By ~ , ~ . 

CIIE: C_A?82074 '-i\\i:(- --~ ~-:~,v~._.-:·.·_.·, ~-:. ~~i .Y, • .. 1.'1 
.fli.J F ! ..... I R I 1ft. ··SENSI.TI.VE·-· -~--. • • 

•.• ·.:.,·••:Ii/}?21}Hit·•/:~ir''.i'.•~;iuGUST· .. 19 ' .. ·• 1.968•. . . 

HEREWITH. MCCAIN "AT_"CINCPAC EXPRESSES A FEAH THAT, HAVING 
?REPARED= FOR THE THIRD WAVE OFFENSIVE, THE ENEMY WILL NOT JUMP 
OFF'--AND· SIMPLY-LET THE::pfiESSURE MOUNT ON US TO UNDERTAKE AN 
UNREQUITED. TOT AL:. BOMBING/CESSATION. . •• •. • • • · ~ 

.. •· • .. .•• • •.a. • • .. •• .-;-. •· - • .• -"~ • .. _ • ., ,. \ 

_ ...... -.. ~:·\\-.. . ..;·~~;~:~;>:~ ·-;:_-~=1 • ~.:. ::: i-·.,.•·::.·.{-~~•\..::,.. .. -. 7:".:,"t• ·-;:-. ;"'~:i.-;: '"}_ • ,-:· • ... •: - ~ .-~ ·t -~ ._ ·: • . , _ 

1. :-Tff~~-:ARE:·.-NUMEROUS INDICATORS THAT THE ·ENE11Y 
iiAS}:-R·iCuNSIITUIE0:·,1-ns.·roRcES AND .. i~•iPROVw HIS LOGISTICS' 
Z,;SE..;.'to .THE. POINT' THAT HE.· CAN LAUNCH A. THIRD OFFENSIVE 
Af-:·:ANY TIME.~ .IN FACT, ACTIONS DESCRIBED EAllLIER COULD 
INDICAIE~THAt-.HE MAY.-HAVE.ELECTEO TO RESUME.THE OFFENSIVE.­
IF'' SO'' HE" ·wn.L'· BE'. CONFROtnED BY. A FOP.CE '.!:HOSE .DETERMINATION 
AND"' COMBAT CAPABILITY: SURPASS ·ANYTHING HE HAS HERETOFORE . 

ENC~P-.~,~~:·);·., :\\~:i/::_::· ):~\\t~¥~r/.-~-_;: . • • 
2. • I AM CONFIDENT .THAT IF .THE THIRD OFFENSIVE HAS BEEN LAUNCHED 
II CAM B.E"·SUCCESSFULLY <CONTAINED AND THE ENEMY DECISIVELY 
DEFEAT.ED.; 'FURTHER~· AN· ALL-OUT AIT ACK BY THE. NVA/VC PLAYS 
R!GHt INTO:-OUR: HAND, .NOr,::ONLY BY ALLOWING. US TO. ENGAGE AND-· 
CHOP UP HIS MAJOR·: UNITS,'.(13UT-:BY· MAKING IT -EASIER, 80TH 
POLITICALLY AND .PSYCHOLOGICALLY, TO. REMOVE .... THE· RESTRAINTS_.•. 
tuHICH HAVE. MlLITAtED ·AGAINST APPLICA! IO~l OF. FULL MILITARY- • 
PRESSURES 'AGAIN-ST,.:_THt. NORTH;:··.' • ... • . • <-<' •• · ••• > ·- . ' • 
. -~:..;,}f~\.:.~.~~~·-:.\-~ ·--~~~.-• .---~:·--:}":,_~!J.Jt:.:;/:. :1_~_:'_~:~>~;:~-.:_ -~~i~---.. -_ -· :·~• -: . ·~ - : . . ., .• 

_3~i\tfiE COMMUNISTS\ARE-~·taUALLY. -AWARE Of THE- FOREGOING, WHICH.· 
• RA!SE5·iHE"' QUESTimr:or-:·wHAt·no w.E DO- IF THEY':Et.ECT NOT TJ ,· 

PURSUE· THz':"-THIRD-OFFENSIV£.:·:1F HE. CONTINUES·TO LHHT HIS .. 
ACTIVITIES- TO· SMALL:SCALE:-:ATTACKS FOR LIMITED OBJECTIVES~ • • 
THERE wlILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE. .INCREASING PRESSURES FOR A CESSATION. 
Of' ·aoMSING. · THRO.UGHOUT{ NVN:..:iSHOULD-li&··D0--50--"WlTHOUT • ANY ·AGREEMEtfT: 
ON -TiiE. PART :OF-~-~VN TO RECIPROCA1'£;: WE WOULD·· HAVE. GIVEN U? OUR. • ·_:_ 
MOST;-EFFECT I VE· MEANS .. or~ :APPLYING. 'NECESSARY':"PRESSUR£ 0~ THE. ENEMY~ 

PRESERVATION COP~ 

--



4. ONE OF !HE THINGS WE LEARNED IN THS KOREAN NEGOTIATIONS ',JAS 
THAT THE COMMUNISTS REG.ARD ANY CONCESSION AS A SIGN OJ•' WEAX­
NZSS. THE u.s.· HAS PUBLICIZED THE CONDITIONS WITH WHICH THE 
NVA/VC t4UST CO~PLY BEFORE \dE !JILL FURTHER· LH1IT THE BOMBING OF 
NV-N. TO BACK OFF THIS POSITION. S!MPL Y BECAUSE THE ENEMY 
G.~VE: TH£ APPEARANCE OF DEESCALATING.· THE. WAR VOULO, IN ~y 
O?I~HON,_ GI.VE HANOI A TREMENDOUS PROPAGANDA VICTORY• OUR ALLIES 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY CONSIDER' THE u~s. IRRESOLUTE IN ITS DETER­
~HNATION -T9 FORCE HANOI .. TQ _STOP SUP?ORTH~. THE INSURGENCY. · . .. ... , .. - -. 

.. :-__{.~~ .. ~:::\::;· ... • -· -: ., • . ~:-. : •,-··. • t ... - ... ·-_·~-- ::._. ·•·' _.~- ''-• 

5. IT IS'. c·oNCEIV.ABti • THAT"·HAVIOO-: ARRIVED:: ·At;~THE MILITARY POSTURE 
~Kl'tl ATTAIHED. BY: THE NORt;CVIETNA.MESE T HtY·· ARE' IN A POSITION . 
TO TAKE .ONE OF· SEVERAL ALTERNATE. COURSEs-·oF ACrION DESCRIBED 
IN PREVIOUS,. MESSAGES •. ·THE<:-IMPORTANCE OF_. THESE POSSIBILITIES RESTS 
no?.£ HFTHE. POLITICAL AND•-PSYCHOLOGICAL. EFFECTS THAN -IN MILITARY 
FAcTOHS •. ;. IF THE ENEMY CONTINUES;:tO· LIMIT HIS .ACTIVITIES TO • 
P.Bour· ·ittE·-cuRRENT"LEVEL,. THERE. V,ILL.BE.·tR!:MENDOUS PRESSURES EXERTED 
TO FURIHER LIMIT ·ouR OFFENSIVE 'OPERATIONS BY SOME WHO-WOULD a· 

JUMP AT ANYJ)PPORTUNITY. TO.ENO THE.VAR. -IT SEE~1s-ro :iJE THAT 
'.IHAi IS. ffEEDEO ·to COUNTER.··TttOSE· ?RZSSUREs-rs A CONTINUING 
rFFORT AT"IHt:-HIGHEST LEVEL"TdEDUCAIE THE·u.s~ PUBLIC ON THE 

·COMMU:-IIST US£ OF NEG~TIATIONS TO GAIN OBJECTIVES. i'HICH THEY 
CANl>Jor: ACHIE.VE ON-, THE BATTLEFIELD:.·. 1 ti ILL PROVIDE SUGGESTIONS 
ON THIS. SUBJECT ON" A COHT INUINa B-As:rs.. ABOVE AL.L. THERE IS 
THE ABSOLUtt:· NECESSITY FOR.TH£ U.S. ANO ITS ALLIES.TO CONTINUE 

• FULL MILITARY PRESSURES· UNTIL. • NVN. AGREES TO -RECIPROCAL. ACT ION 
IN RZ!URN FOR A LESSENING OF OUR PRESSURES. • ·} · 

s. IN SU~MAT"ION,: IT WOULD =·APPEAR;:THAT THE' NORTH VIETNAi'lESE' 
HAVE ARRIVED, At A MILITARY POSTURE FROM WHICH THEY ARE IN A 
?0.5ITION .:tO • E.'1BARK ON SEVERAL COURSES OF ACTION. THE IMPORTANCE 
OF ·-,THESE POSSIBLE COURSES RESTS MORE IN THE POLITICAL AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS RATHER: .. THA:-I IN THE ~lILITAR,Y. 

. . • . ~. .• ~ • . .. : :t - . 
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

August 18, 196 8 

The draft which follows incorporates the particular , har~ge s sl..ggested 

by Horace Busby and by Secretary Rusk. 

• Sec. Rusk and I believe the new final section would strengthtcQ:. U..e speech. 

Horace Busby has not seen it. 

Busby had only minor reservations on the dra~ a Jra"f;ju.t subst:i:-itlal 

questions about the wisdom of the President's making any suc.h sret?-ch at 

this time. I told him that it would be better for him to convey 61.~s vLew.s 

directly to the Ranch rather than thrqugh me. He did t.his through Lar:r->j 

'l;'emple~ 

Sec. Rusk and J x:gxKK dis.cussed Busby 1 s views. Nett.bee 'Of '\).S fe~ls that 

we have the knowledge or competence to render advice on the po"Htical 

situation within the Platform Committee or the Democratic conve~tion. 

With respect to his Tuesday press conference, the Secreta:. y will c"-eerfully 

do what you think is wise. He will lay out our position firmly. He does nave 

some concern that the Platform Committee might regard his press conference 

statements as an intervention in their business. He feels that the Vice 

President may regard him as something of an albatross around his neck. On 

the other hand, he will, of course, follow whatever guidance you give him. 

He· may want to chat with you late tomorrow morning about the press 

C.'.lnference on Tuesday. 

Revb.ed full text follcfws. 



- < r~nw~ 

't ~--

1\ 

I want to say a few words to you about Vietnam. 

We are in the midst of ~ national political campaign. 

that there should be a great deal of discussion and speculation about a war in 

which a half million Alnericans are engaged. 

But .these things are clear: 

Those half million Alnerican men are not out in Southeast Asia 

i 

as Republicans or Democrats. They are out there as Alnericans fighting to 

., 
• I 

' .. 

i..;.,.. _ protect thel\interests of this nation, as those interests have been deter:- .. "lined by 
'j 

.... 
Y' 

more than one President and more than one Congress • 

The interests of the Nation and the interests of peace are not advanced 

~ 
by amb:g-1ity...c0Jl.C.1Uaiag that policy. 

Therefore, I want to lay out a few fundamentals for you tonight. 



-/... First, our objective in Southeast Asia is peace, and the essentials 

of what we mean by peace have, for long, been clear. To repeat them 

briefly: 

Reinstall the demilitarized zone at the 17th paralle~ as the 

Geneva Accords of 1954 require, and let the matter of Vietnamese unity 

be decided in peace by the people of North Vietnam and the people of So\;.th 

Vietnam in the future; 

-~· -~/~ 
C-CMU foreign forces ~f£aos and reinstall and make 
~ ~ I • • 

-:.Ji~ 
{7ffective the Geneva Accords of 196Z on Laos; 

Withdraw U. s. forces from South Vietnam under the 

circuznstances described in the Manila communique; 
• E~ ~- • 

~~tPr'-
,eQ,t the people of South Vietnam exercise their rights of 

'("' 

self-determination. fl.. them~• in peace without coercion of any kind -­

their own political future on a one-man one-vote basis -- in the spirit of 

reconciliation reaffirmed by President Thieu at Honolulu. He said all can 
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vote in Vietnam, all can run for office if they fore sake violence and 11 ve by 

the Constitution. We agree. 

' ' '. 
That is what I mean by an honorable peace. I doubt that any Ame::-ican 

r 

President will take a substantially different view when he bears the burdens 

of o:ffice and has available to him all the information that flows to the 

c;,~ lS{f1-;~-~~ ce__~~ 
Presiden:, ~ ~ '1f,f tt • C!' lt.. ~ ~ ~_:J 

•. \~~~ 
. Sec6nd~~-took a major initiative towards peace on March 31. We 

-~ 
• not only made an offer, but we a:::ted. We took a first step to de-escalate 

• •. . I) 

the conflict. I ordered our aircraft and our naval vessels to make no attacks 

.. on North Vietnam north of the 20th parallel. This excluded from bombing 

- almost 90 percent of the North Vietnamese population and ahnost 80 percent 

of its territory. .... . 

,, -~·::i: 
t\ 

~then aqded these. word·s: 111 cannot in good conscience stop all 

, bombing so long as to do so would immed~ately and directly endanger the 

I 

lives of our men and our allies. • Whether a complete bombin~ halt becomes 

I • 

.• -------..-, .--· . . . ' 
' ... 

·~· .. ~ . --------,---· 
•. • ' ~ ' ~ : . .. • 
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possible in the future will be determined by events. 11 

Thus far Hanoi's response has been: 

To reject every suggestion made by ourselves or others to 

de-escalate the conflict; 

! . 

To proceed since March 31 with the highest level of infiltration 

that we have observed during the war in Vietnam; the highest level of south-

ward movemen~ of military supplies; and preparations for the third rr..ajor 

wave of attack of 1968. •·. 

I do not know whether or when such a new major attack will, in fact, 

:t.'r~ ~ ~~- a...x-
take place. I do know that they have rejected our offer for prompt 

de·-e13calation and mov·ement towards peace·in favor of massive military 

preparations for intensified battle. 

Jr~----The next move must_ be theirs. In hUirlan affairs there is no 

-a.,.J1$"~--v~'t..~ 

more basic lesson than that it takes two to make a. bargain We have made 
I 

a reasonable offer and have taken a major first step~ That offer has not yet 

been accepted. This Administration does not intend to move further until it 

• .. 



I 
I 
I. 
I 

-· .. 

-5-

has reason to believe that the other side intends seriously to join with us 

• in de-escalating the war and moving seriously towards peace. We are willing 

~~~~~~~ 
to take chances for peace but sot foolhM"cl:y getd'nble~ • 

rv---~~~~7:4~· 
Ascyourselves: Where would the position of this Nation and its allies 

be if, having taken a major step towards de-escalation and peace, we responded 

now to their hostility with still another unilateral step. If you were in Hanoi, 

~ • 

c would you then de-escalate '9-!." negotiate? Br would you not demand yet another 

/I 

unilateral step, until the whole foundation n:n::mltklacm::iaa:KilB::iall~ 
vtJ 
~ free"dom 

. 
• ':;;th:e nations of Southeast Asi~ was gone beyond repair! 

This President -- this Administr~tion -- will not move down that 

I slippery slope. 

'ep'*~ 
I This is a time for clarity and plain speaking., Let every man say what 

he means: 

Let those who would immediately halt all bombing of North 

Vietnan1 say: I am prepared to have the men and supplies pour across the 

. :i. DMZ against our men and our allies without obstruction, whether or not 

··----~~-,-..,--~ -~~,-.,-...-~ . , ~-.--· , " ',, ·•i,'fl!i'Y•"<'•.\\h~!''4ffl''t"'i"l•1\•·-"'"' • 
l ,·· , 



I' 

''t 

,1 

·.t 

·. 

I-

I 
I 

. ' 

I 

r 
i 
I 

-6-

• Hanoi takes action to de-escaJate the conflict. 

Let those who ~~ch-and-destroy operations say: 

Let the Communist forces _assemble without interference arowid Saigon, 

Danang, and Hue and deliver their attacks at times and places of their 

choice. 

1 Let those who advocate self-determination by free elections 

in South Vietnam remember that this is the long established policy of the 

I •-. 
government of the United States and of the government of Yietnam. It is 

the Communists who have refused to discuss elections. It is the Communists 

who seek a solution by bullet rather than ballot. 

Let those who would i:mpose a coalition government on the South 

Vietnamese people against their will -- on the threat of our withdrawal --

remember that these gallant people have created their constitution and 

created their government by: 

voting freely• 
,,) 

often at the risk of their lives; 

.. , . .. 
' 

.... -.·-

t 

! 
I, 

' ' i - - ~ 

,. 
' 
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in elections as closely observed ~odern times; 

in which· 6 0% of the total electorate participated. 

If those who would impose an unwanted coalition on the South Vietnamese 

4,~ 
people are searching for an e:,ccuoe for us· to throw in our h~nd and turn Southeast 

Asia over to the· Communists let them say so plainly. 

I believe peace will come -- and, if. we are steady, it will come on 

honorable terms. I do not know when it will come. But I believe it will 

come because: 
I • I 

Military victory is beyond th~ 

~~GR 

- - A 'the South V~etname se are gathering political and military 

strength and confidence day by day; 

And because I believe in .Anlerica. However great our anxiety 

for peace; however great our concern for the war in Vietnam; however great 

our passionate desire that the killing shall stop, the Anlerican people are 
I 

not going to w~lk away from this struggle unless they walk away on honorable 

terms. 

~----•-~~-- • ..,.....,._fh!Ff, ,FU¼ ♦., . ~ 7 ►.~ _· ~S/---'.#,,,!-~f:~ 7,Cl!PFss#C ii .• f.°*f··9d'·•~;+.C;iv 

" •. •··· 
'·· 
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When I sent our negotiating team off to Paris I told them two things: 

Put aside all considerations of domestic politics; 

• )_~~-7:& ~~~a...~_/ 

Work for(a!~cnren• ;., the interesrof the United States, 

now and ten years from now. 

I did not take myself out of politics on March 31st in order to permit 

our pursuit of peace to be colored in the slightest degree by domestic 

·political considerations. _I want peace in Vietnam perhaps more than any 

.. 
. . single .American. But the p~rsuit of peace in this Administration will be 

governed wholly by the nation• s abiding interests as we see the~. 

And I have faith - ..; a faith that strengthened me on March 31st - -

whe~:the political campaign is over -- and another man takes up the 
. . . 

res_ponsi~lity of the Presidency -- he will take a similar view. ,•-. 
1 

"'~-

~,.,·~'\ ~ ~ 9.) .-~--1 ~ ~..t ~ 4,.-t- ~-

A I shall do everything I possibly can between now and January to brin 

an honorable 7eace to Southeast Asia. I hope that it can be possible. 

if not, I have faith that the next President -- faced with all the consequences 

'. 

,. 

. 
i-
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to our own people and to the peace of the world -- will insist upon an 

honorable peace. 

I· 

.. 

' .... 
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.• 
These are my views on· Vietnam, this is my faith. 

But let me add a word about why we came to commit ourselves as a 

I 
I ,. 

-nation to the security of Southeast Asia and about Asia itself. 
• " 

I~. 
l 

Almost two-thirds of the men, women and children on this planet now 

I -l-- . live in Asia. In the year 2900 that proportion will be even higher. It is 

I. 

·_: I: 

I 
I 

• i 

f- ! 
I 

j . 
I 

I 
I. 
I • 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I .. 

i .·, 
I : 

l 
l. 
' : 
I 

, as certain as anything can be in the world of mod~rn technology and 

·communications that the. px:s1nrx prosperity and security of the United 

States will, with the passage of time, be more bound up with the fate of 

Asia -- not less. 

This nation -- not thij Administration, but this nation -- has· three 

• times in the past thirty years instinctively reacted when one power or 

another sought by ~ggression to enlarge its power in Asia: in 1941; in19S·0; 

• ·and then in 1954~ SEATO. Treaty went to the Senate. That treaty 

~tlKl..~~"7 "di. 
was accepted by the Senate-'5ecau~e in their hearts and minds,tmembers of the 

_Senate knew that this nation could not and would not stand idly by and see the 

countries of Southeast Asia taken ,over by aggression. They hoped that 

the warning represented by that treaty would avoid aggression. 

But the men in Hanoi believed they commanded a method of aggression 

that would succeed in the face of our commitment. ~ They have been 

. supported by others who felt that-Hanoi's success would drive the United 

States out of Asia and le~v:e it open to take-over. 

There is no serio:us and responsible leader. in Asia who does not know 

that the struggle now taking p_lace in Vietnam is the hinge on which the fate of 

Asia will !Wing -- one way or the other -- for many years far into the future. 
• . J 

~.11 t .,.,_ ... , .;;1_, ,, ··-~J,~-·~~ -~~-f. ....... FfF.:'~:f+,"7•~'14!¥"**f'*·!l\·1 f,_4).'tiS!f➔»-+··· -.~- -- • 

':. ·\, .. , .. 



When we lnllat on an honorable peace ln Vietnam, we are ln■ latlna on a 

solution to the atruggle which ha• the prombe of permittln1 the independent 

nation• ol A■ la to go forward ln confidence: to bulld, ln freedom, a llfe 

consistent wlth their own tradltiona and their own ambltiona. We are talklng 

now not about the aeventeen mllllon people of South Vietnam but about nation• 

which contaln hundred• of mllllona of people. 

There are some among us who appear to be aearchlna for a formula 

which would somehow get us out of Vietnam and Aala, leavlng the people of 

South Vietnam and Lao• and Thailand •· and all the others ... to an uncertain 

fate. 

I profoundly believe this cour ae to be dlsaatroua to our nation and for 

the world -- now and ln the years to come. 

On the other hand, 1 am equally confident that if we see thla throup in 

Vietnam to an honorable peace, the way wlll be open for abec better tlmea:-­

For a period of relative tranquility ln which the force• of moderation, 

of national lndependence, freedom and re1ional cooperation will assert 

themaelvea ln A■ia a1 they are ln other part. of the world; 

Permlttln1 the Unlted States not to return to laolatlon but to work 

as a partner with a vital region of the world whlch wlll more and more assume 

reaponaiblllty for lta own de•tlny. 

Thl• la the ultimate stake ln Vietnam ... for Americana, Aalans, and the 

world. 

Thl1 la why three Presidents have taken and held the position they have 

taken. 
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Thie b why the American people wlll hold steady and 1ee lt through. 



FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Augu1t 18, 

Sec. Ru•k and Horace Bu1by are now con1idering the draft you have 

plus the following insert after the phra1e: "will not move down that 

11lppery slope, !' Insert: "This la a tlme for clarity and plain •peaking. Let 

every man •ay what he mean1: 

''-- Let tho•e who would immediately halt all bombing of North 

Vietnam ■ay: I am prepared to have the men and supplies pour aero•• the 

DMZ against our men and our allle• without ob•tructlon, whether or not 

Hanoi take• actlon to de-escalate the conflict. 

"-- Let tho•e who advocate a atop to all aearch-and-de•troy 

operations 1ay: Let the Communist force• aasemble without interference 

around Salgon, Danang, and Hue and dellver thelr attacks at tlmea and places 

of their cholce. 

"-- Let those who advocate ■elf-determlnatlon by free elections in 

South Vietnam remember that thi• l■ the long establlahed pollcy of the 

government of the Unlted State• and of the 1overnment of Vletnam. It la the 

Communlata who have refused to discus ■ elections. It le the Communlata 

who aeek a aolutlon by bullet rather than ballot. 

11
-- Let those who would impose a coalltlon government on the South 

Vletnameae people agalnat thelr wlll -- on the threat of our withdrawal -­

rembmber that the•e gallant people have created thelr constltutlon and created 

their government by: 



... 2. 

"• ... votl.D.1 freely: 

"--often at the rl•lt of their llve•: 

11--lll elections a■ cloaely observed a■ any ln modern tlmea; 

"••Ul which 60~ of the total electorate partlclpated. 

"U tho•e who would lmpo•e an unwanted coalltlon on the South Vletnune•e 

people are • arching for an excuse for us to throw ln our hand and turn 

Southeaet Aala over to the Commun.late -• let them aay ao plainly." 

Sec. Rusk wlll be coming to my offlce to dlacusa thle draft at 8:30 p. m. 

our tlme. 1 ahall be 1ettlng Buaby' • refiectlon• by telephone alnc:e he la not 

free to leave hl• houae with hl• wife 111. 

I--" ~ 
We ■hall be grateful for any guidance that you have to eleme t• that 

J\ I'\ 

mlaht be introduced. 
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:3 £ C.ft E>t-,SENSITIVE 

. -~n£liZ:'IITit:-lS;; A :,5p£CIAL'; EfF,OR!\B y.•;ctA.~,~GIV ING; ;Ar:vRAP.:.·up· 
~.<)F: . .-.THE. .. ~ItUAT IO~r{A$,,Of'\TH IS/MORN Hla·.f;tt} tS':THE ~BEST 
•• Of": ALL:_iA'V~lLAat.Etl?EPORtS! 

·::r:. 1 •. ·:;,~, A~;SER IEs·.,oF§~.SIGN iFI.CANr.:,ATTACKS,. \f~R:tnffAGtlfj~y . 
CO~!MU~IS1l-'FORCES .• {AGA:INST./SEt£CTEO·.'-'US':·AN01~SOUTH;:,1VIETNAMESE 

. rnsr AL LAT ioNs· ,Mfll\tn:tnffiosrr-10Nsi.'nr:::sout1t-VI£TNA!'l.~ s ?I I 
• A~D::i II I.:~.caRps·~EARLy.;i .. ON:,Ha.r.'AUGUst·. • • ... ·•·· .... , ... ·-

. ·2.A~~t~(ButJC!cif'.t)'H~sftATT'A°CKS~\'lHIC}t'/i~ctlm~otttrAVY 
:.:-5H£tL!NG5->Am> :GROUND, /tSSAULTS'·~;; OCCURREO{Hf~ TA"f· .NINJf PROV INC!: 
,TO ·.;rH~/.~ORT H'iEST?OF?SA IGON ~-7.:.otHER-; MAJOR'.~·Cq_!IIMmt Ist),:: ~CT IqNs 
T·JO!<;: PLACE.\ 1:-rAOJACENT~ B nrn.:t:ONG .. :PROVINC£.,:.·.wttER£'-•A '. PR[ .;.DAIJN 

• ATT AC1<'i BY?:A~r tsrUtATEO}REG Il1£NT·- ~E: PORTEDL Y':OVERRAN -THE': so UT H 
• Vi.E:T~lA~Esi·: CO~POUNIPAT :,LOC•,NINH: • TO~.::.r_}{E'.-.r-JORTH{~IN i·THE 
• ti.1£.'STE~~~: itI.GHtA~:': •. PROIJ met: :o~:i KONTul"t;':t HE.')-S~ECI AL .. FORCES 

C~:1P."AT iOAK SEANG;· 'iAS~T.HE:;rARGET. Of'"'.'A • REAVY.,;,£NEMY;MORTAR 
A~O OROUNO~ATTACK; • 

·.3. WH!Lt. DETAILS ·or··rHE' !NDIVIDUAL',ATTACKS. ARE 
:iT.1LL-5KETCHY, ·rr•.IS APPA.RENT .THAT' .. '·A w.EtL.:.coORDINATED 
E~E~? EFFORr·r~!NORTHERN III'.CORPS'AND'KONTUM PROVINC~ 
!:JA3 CIRECTED PRHIARILY AT;us· AND- ALLIEO'.'fIELD·::pos1TIONS 
~~T~ER THA~ AT URaA~ AREAS.SUCH AS PROVI~CIAL"CAPITALS 
.l\'l!) ;)!5TRt:r T01i?IS.: PRELV!HfARY· REPORTS-;·FROi'L·t,HE 
P.2)t;.I::VIG SECTIONs·.o;:- THE' COUNTRY. tNOICA.TE .. THAT AL!HOUGH 
r;:i::; · E~lEWt::,HAS TH.r>POTENT IAL: TO· MOUNT> SIMILIAR;J1\TTACKS 

• FL SE'.iH.ERE)'~';JIQ:iOTHERi' .SIGN IF I CANT:;: .ATTACKs::raoJt ~PLACE .. 
SA !GO~ RE:~IAI:-Js., .. QUIE'f •· 

l 

\~,1-~:·;~Jfo:fposfrrVE\:;1nr~ffrtcAtrok::oF:frRt?A11Ac·i<rtiG 
• rORCES~}iAS/;YET (BE:Elf~!fADE'ifHOIIE.V~R'i:{.ELE~~~J.S(:OF.i{r){E,. 
t()IIIIIWI rsrs:~,5 nr,::··.7TH .:~·AND'.'.\ 9T~~\0'1VIS IONS~~~,rAS\~Etl,\.'AS 
[NO IV IDUAt;~)ART ILLERY---· murs·;:ANO~~LOCAt:~FORCES.:..~~AV£ 
R!CENTLY'."'Stnr 0 ·co~tPtITING'.iaATTt£?;PRE?.ARAT'sI-ONS~"Hli;NORT.0HER.N 
II [ COR?S-.; ... '..THE'.=·Act IOt,1:, IN •:kONTUMii PROVHfcE·:: W AS.{t10ST 
L!~ELY ~TAdEa·ar,rHE-NORTK,VIETHAMESr!J2~C-OI~ISION•s 
SUBORDINATE 1210.RE:Gl~ENT~~HICH HAS~EEN~GEA81~0.Uf 
FOR OF'FEi'lSIVe: ACT IO~ hl',RECE~t:.. VEEKS. • 

-
co ·-

·-;:--7:'sriiLIAf{ ATTACi<S'BY.<· cb:1;,ilit,itsf. ::?iA i~F·rtNtf locAt 
FORCE UNIT.5 I~ OTHER KEY SECTIONS or· TJiE;?COmJTRY COutD 
OCCUR AT A'lY TI:1E~ .COt111UNICATIO~S PATTERNS,' TACTICAL .. 
4C:TlVIT;t,· AS ~ELL AS'A MULTITlJDt.or OTHER INTELLIGENCE: 
lr!.PDRTS SUGGEST THA! PHEPARAT IONS· FOR COMBAT' ARE 

DECLASSIFI~D 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 03- /3'7 

Pty.,i,.o,,, NARA, Date 1-..2S-Z>.!. 

V[RTVAI.LY CO:i1PLET£ ., I~l · :-!ANY AREAS OF THE .. :COUNTRY• 
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~REtJITK GEN. A3R~MS EVALUATI0:--1 J IT,-LOOKS LIKE THE THI~O 
'l~VE, BUT "AIT A~OTHER DAY BEFOnE DECIDING. LAST PARAGRAPH 
CJ~~TA I:lS HI5 NET EVALUATIO~. 

1. '9URING· THE NIGHT Of 17.-18 AUG!JST THE ENEMY LAUNCHED 
~TT~C~3 O.f· VARYING I~TEiiSlTY I~ SEVERAL AREAS OF SOUTH \ • 
VIEr(,:,,-.,:;_·A-BR.IEF DESCRIPTIO~ OF ~ACH.~TTACK SY· CTZ FOLLO~S: 

A.. r.-ctrL .._,. , 
(1) o«--··t"s AUG,·2~ Ki'it ·SE' or PHU BAI,, ENEriY SA?PERS 

P£)I£TR.AT~Et:-T"FiE ?OS IT IO~. Of W / 1/ l~ CUSMC >. THE £NE:1Y FORCE , 
;,TTZ~PT!:D TO DESTROY THE'' 1555 AND 4. 25-. THER£-. THE l 55S • ANO 
4.25 ~RE 3T1tL OPE:RA3LE •• INITIAL 1RE3Ul.TSi FRut 12 KIA, 
25 'Ji I~; S?f :- SEVEN KIA. THE E~E~Y FORCE HAS NOT ·8£EN 
DE~TIFiz~· •. 3uT ~AY 3E E-LEMDlTS OF'-THE 4TH NVA REGT. 

<~>-~KILE.NOT CLEA~, THERE MAY:~AVE 3EEN A PRE-
-.1Ar:.1·iE !\TTACK IN I ctz· O~J 16 REPEAT 16 A'.,;GUST. AT 0100H 16-
·!JG., I'.iG :o~?ANIE5 _Of- 1/12TH CAV DJ NIGHT DEFE~SIVE POSITIO:IS 
16 :ot S'.JE or: QUA~G T;?I CITY, ~ECEIVE!) AN ESTI11ATED i-~0-20~ 
~•.1ry5 r.~. ~2·"l~ ·--..0RTAR ··FIR~ 'FOLLO'ifEi) BY A G~OU~~ ATTACK. 
~PP~~XI~~T!LY 1, SAPPERS PENETRAT~ry THE CAV PE~I~ETER A~D 
?LM.:ED SATCHEL C:iARGES AG.AINST 3UNKERS A~D VEHICLES. RESULTS:· 
-=-R): 13 KIA, 56 ldIA;- EN: 17 KIA, T'in ?~. THE pt,fS IDENTirIEJ 
THE I:1 li-~ IT AS T!'iE l~TH· SAPPE~ 3~J, Tr H FRONT;, ELEMENTS OF THE 
'312TH REGT 7TH.SRONT :"!AY At.SC HAVE" PARTICIPATED IN THE ATTAC;(. 

3. I.I CTZ 
( t) '1T -032' H1)iJRS 0~~18 AUG THE DAK SEANG. Sr CA~P 

~·.,E U:-Ji)ER ~ :"l'ORTI\R· A~o: u'ROU~D ATTACK. THE ENCOUNTER •. 
T:.~~i INATEJ · 2 1 /2 nOUR5 LATER. WHE:~a THE EN£:!Y ':J ITHDRE\1 • RESUt.TS: 
Pt~: ·TH~eE WIA: ENE!'!Y; 20 KILLED A:'i!l 6 DETAINED. THE ENEMY 
.=-JitCE iiA5· ~OT 3EEN IJENT IFIEO. 

C2> AT 3503 HOU~S ON l~ AUG, THE 26TK PF PLATOON, 
LO'~~TE:>. TEN K~ NE, OF'. 8A~ ME THUOT W.AS ATTACKED -av AN UNKNO\'N 
Sil~ E~E;iY ·FORCE. HUT.I AL· .RESULTS 2 FRD: T'iO' KILLED: 
~E:iY: TXqEE KIUE-o.· THE E~EMY FO~CE VAS Nor· IDENTIFIED. 

(3) AT- a2"' HOURS O:Q.:,18 AUG A· Pr PLATOO:-J AND A 
?.D TE.~·'tlf, LOCATED 12 !Pf ES£. OF" PHU. MY· WERE ATTACK.ED BY A'.'l . • 
ISTiiATED E~E~Y caM?A~Y. I~ITIAL RESt.n..TS:·FR~t TYO KIA, 
~I3.nT • '.ti IA ANO om: MIA: E~ r EIGHT KIA.- THE -EiiE~Y UNIT 'iAS 
';OT ID!~TirIED. ·'· -:.- -
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, ~ -:-.·cl>. AT 1s2·11~ AUG ·TKE-.~ENEMYJ~AUNCHEP '.A~-i'ATTACK ON LOC NINH' 

DISTRICT· H.EADQUARTERS.9 THE-NEARBY :SPECIAL. FORCES CAll!?,~,. --, • 
~~D. •,·o~ ·THE::· CITY. IT-SEJ..F. Tl:f£ ~ E:i£.Ntr,.F.ORCE' 1s_· EST IMAT'ED ·ro;BE: 
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AUGUST 1.8, l 96S 

HEREW ITK SEC, RUSK• S COM~ENTS ON MCCARTHY Pt.ATFORM. 
I WOULD ADD HE•s IN A GREAT FIGHTI:-K3 MOOD AND YOU ·MAY 
'l/ISH TO UNLEASH HHI AT TK£ RIGHT TI:1E. 

. . 
l. SOME CO~MENTS ON THE MCCARTHY PLATFOR~ SHOULD BE 

FOUND IN THE-DRAFT SPEECH WHICH IS NOW.BEFORE THE PRESIDENT. 
... ~ .. 

2~ IS THIS PLANK BEING .. SUBMITTED' AS AN-ULTHlATUM 
-TO THE PLATFORM COMMITTEE?-•ADO?T IT OR ACCEPT FLOOR FIGHT•? 

• O") 

00 

~ 
~ 

CD 

-0 
::3: 

-•• 
UI, 
cO 

WHAT ULTIMATUM HAVE T H.E PROPONENTS IN MlNP FOR THE CONVENTION 
ITSELF? "SURRENDER TO us·ON VIETNA~ OR W£ WILL BOLT THE PART~-7 · 
IS NOT- ALL· .THIS CONT EMP! 'FOR t H.i: DEMOCRATIC PROCESS? 

. . ~ 

3. -~ay·_ DO THE PROPONENTS NOt· SAY WHAT THEY MEAN? FOR EXAMPLE, 
INSTEAD o,- .. HALT·TH£ BONBlNG 0~ NORTH VIET~AM, "WHY OON·r 
THEY SAY ·vou SKOULD STO? BOMBING ~EN AND ARMS MOVING 
SuUTH~ARD ACROSS TH£ DMZ TO _KlLL U.S. ANO. ALLIED FORCES," 
~HE!~ER OR NOT NORTH VIETNAM TAKES ANY ACTION TO DE-
ESC~LATE. INSTEAD OF SAYING:· "HALT THE BOMBING 0~ NORTH 
VIETNA~ ANO ALL OTHER ATTACKS," ~HY NOT SAYI •ALLOW NCRTH 
VIE1NA~ESE FORCES TO ASSEMBLE WITHOUT INTERRUPTION IN THE 
ENVIRONS O, SAIGON, DA NANG, AND HUE AND DELIVER T~EIR 
A55AULJ:S- AT TIMES AND PL~CES Of THEIR 0\#N .C,HOOSING ... 

•f 

4 •. IF, IT IS PROPOSE!). TO IMPOSE A COAL.ITION GOVERNMENT 
ON SOUTH.-· VlITNAC4 WHEN ITS PROPONENTS 
KNO~, AS. THEY MUST, THAT THIS' Is· WHOLLY UNACCEPTABLE TO 
THE·OVERWHELNING MAJORITY OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE -- IS NOT 
IHE REAL OBJ£CT vf IHE ?HOrOSAL ra PROVIDE A PRETEXT FOR 
THE MAIN-PURPOSE; NA~ELY, THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. FORCES, 
WHA1EV£R THE. ·coNSEQUENCES FOR VIETNAM OR SOUTHEAST ASIA_. 

5. IF···tHERE IS: ANY iNTER£ST Hl P.EACE IN SOUTHEAST· • 
ASIA, ~HY DOES THE PROPOSAL NOT INCLUDE CA> COMPLETE 
CO~PLIANCE WITH THE GENEVA ACCORDS ON-LAOS OF 1962, 
CB) CESSATION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE GUERRILLA ACTION AGAINST 
THAILAND, CC) RESPECT 6Y THE FORCES OF BOTH SIDES fOR THE 
NEUTRALITY AND TERRITORIAL ·INTEGRITY OF CA;IBODIA. 

6·. WHY DOES THE ?ROPOS.AL NOT UNDERLINE r'm: NECESSITY 
FOR TALKS BETWEEN HANOI AND THE ELECTED GOVERNMENT OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM? • · ••• • 

1. oots·tHE D£MOcR·Artc .PARTY Nov wM>t to 'sAY ·to HANOI, . 
. "DON•T MAKE PEACE VlTH PRESIDENT JO~NSON •. CONTINUE THE 
WAR ~AND SEE· WHETHER THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY .CAN ELECT A 
MENDES FRANCE WHO COULD'GIV£ THEM: SOUTH VIETNAM, LAOS, •• 
AND CAMBODIA ... -,.· · .,,, -'. - ~ .• · • · 

,f'"' : ·.. • .. • 
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TJ ·rHE PRESIDENT' 
::IT£ ,;AP 3~ ~4 7 
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-~,v/- r 

CJ) . 
1960 AUG. 11,· '17 40 _ 

AUGUST 17, 1958 • ~ . 

Y-JU '1AY '-'ISH TO K~lO~ ABR~.~S PLANS A~OTHIR SPORTING ACTION IN~ _: .:~-~ ~ 
T:~E SOUT:fERN: HALF' OF TffE D~Z • • . _ • . , _ .. --~ ., ·c::: 

- .. ·:~ .-.-~ .~':. • • . .. ·' \, - , • ~ ..... <::00;~ ..... , 

,,, '... .. 
• ,._ ., .'t I • • 

1. C:'l 19 AUGUST, O~E BATTALION OF THE 30·.~ARINE,OIVISIO~ .f,_. ·- ••• .. J:". _.-
~ILL EXECUTE A 3!H£F OPERATION NORTH o; ·coN THIEN '111TH A . ~. •• • · ~ 

,.:.-f:_~;:·-..VFl!J TO U?SETTI)1G TH£ ENEMY~S PLANS HI THAT AREA. I~TELLIGE~£ ~ • -~ 
._'._.~.0;f.P{OICAT£S THAT THE ~VA ARE STOCKPILING SU?Ptn:s IN THE TARGET ,· ·- 1 ''": .-_·;, 
f>./f1AREA AitD • P05SI3L Y CO~JCENTRAT ING FORCES-THE_Rt. . . . .. "{, 
[
, -·- • • • . • I •• . 

~ . ~-! 2. · C-CNCEPT f ·\ _· .• ·,-.•,. 1 :_,,~-- F' • 
•• I ' 

·A. O~i 18 AUGUST, FIVE a-52 STRIK£S YltL BE MADE 0~ THE. • .. 
n.R I?HE:?r:·oF THE: TARGET AREA DUR I~G DAYLIGHT HC:JRS. O~l 
19 AUGU5T • FIVE 3-52 STRIKES 'JILL 3E FlOVi'l. ON A CO~PRESSEl). 
TI'~~ Jf/Z~ TAi:WET BA3IS I~ THE EARt Y ~10RNING HOURS I~ THE 
a::~r~ or TH£ TARGET. THE L~ST STRIK£ IS SCHEDULED TO 3t 
;:;J'-l?!...~T£D BY A?PROXJ'1ATELY 8:i>~ A.M. SAIGON TI~E-19 AUG 
(8:0~ ?.:it. EDT 13 AUG). • 

3. o:~E 3ATTALIO~, REINFORCED, 9TH 11A_R INES, 3!) MAR !NE 
!JIV I ::i ION, 'Ii ILL -:om:, UCT AN A IR~03ILE RECONN"A ISSANCE IN FOnCE. 
nra Tr."£ AREA Or OPERA·TIONS. THE BATTALION \JILL STAGE AT 
s;.;1 LO ~'.':;) C0~3AT -ASSutT INTO THE' AREA AS SOON AS. THE SITUA.TIO~ 
F£P.~IT5 ArTE1 T~E A~C LIGHT STRIKES HAVE SEE~ CO~PLETED. 

·:. Z3T i.1A!ED ~URATION OF THE O?ERATIO~ IS 24 23 HOURS. 
,·. 

DTG: 17154 lZ AUG 6_8 
'·. ·. 

. r 
. .. . ., 

•.• \.-: ~ . -~"~-., .\ .. ~-}.}· 
...-..----,--... -,----------._,.----'V'~--.;.,...:.:. 
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--{}~~ 

C O ~~ ; I. 9 £· .N ·r I. A L-; 
/ . . . 

T:4£:-:?E: HAS 3t:EN A TELEPHO_NE CALL FROf'! i1ACV TO TH:: FOU.OVING EFFECT i ,. 

. . 
--vc HAVE OViRRU~ A CIDG CAMP IN TAY NI~H AREA (5~ ~ILES N~ or· 

--Ve K~VE OVERRUN~ RF/PF COMPOUSD IN BINH LONG ~REA (50 
~IliS ~O~TH OY SAIGON)~ • 

--:--1ACV HAS REPORTED ,· ATTAC~S IN THE III CORPS AREA Am> l 
l~I T~ I I ~~PS AREA• 

--T:-!.::R! I~ :ro RE?~RT YIT Of CASUALTIES OR INTENSITY.OF ATTACKS. 

AS I ~tPORTSD av-TELEPHONE THI5 ~ORNING, THE TAY NI~H ARE~ IS 
O~E PL,~e V.H~RE Wl EXPE~ Ttt£~ TO 8£GI~. T~EY ~AY· HAV~ BEGUN 
BUT 'IE ~RE '.'JOT C~RTAI~. WE SHALL BE FOLLOWING IT CLOSELY. .~ 

DTG l 722'22Z AUG 63 . 
,- • I ,.,, 

E. . 12256. r,, 3.3 

D M--mo. ,Jan. 5. 1 8 +· ARA Date 7-J'-'12 z 

r 
J 
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. . . 
..,;.~~-~-~~;-;~~-;i;~:;ii/;ii.· :.~~;,~;-;,;. ~:·.~:-:~;·;·~·;;.,x:;-;~~<·~ ,~:.~:;_•;·~,,\ ;:· .> ,; ~ :;~~~~~~~~;\·~:)-~/-:;::<,-~~!:~ ,i ;-_·,~~~'>:;t!~·~~~~~;:1\:.·, :: • ,: 1,;:1·.;. <\}~-~~. 
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UNTIL JA~UAR-Y 20, 1~69, 1iE BEAR THE::.'RE:SPONSIBILITY OF TH£ 

FRE.3-IDE !IJCY; M~D THERE 15 ONLY 0:--1£ NAT IONA~: POLICY .:-.-THE POLICY 
QF THIS AD:4INI:STRATIO~~ ·:, •• 1~ 

. THE. n1TER£ST s· OF· THE~ ~AT ION At'l'D THE INTEP.ESTS OF PEACE ARE 
'.~T A!'.>IIA~'CED BY OOUST OR A:'19113UITY CONCERi':ING .... THAT POLICY. 

---, l • 
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\JZCZCEEA2~2. 
DO WTE t·~ ~4TE 15 

. . ,. 
• I ·t : ,.. -

J. ~E HAVZ ?~£S5ED ECUADOR• PERU At-.D CHILE TO AGREE ·to· 
A f ISHERIES cmJFERE~C£ DATE. [CUA1)0R WISHEO TO DEF'lR A 

~·DECISIO~ U~TIL PRESIDE~-ELECT VELASCO TAKES OFFIC£ AOOUST· 31. •· •••• · ~\~ 
!P.E PER~VIA~S SH~V LITTLE INTE~tST. THE CHILEANS AR£ REAOY· 
~HENEVSR ?~RU Am> ECUA,OR AGR[E TO A.DAT£. THE E~OTIONAL • 

. REACTIO~S I~ THE LATTER. TTJO COUNTRIES ,.TO THE ?ELLY· A~ENDL'1£NT, -· .. 
•!AY HA.'/E: TE:1PORARILY 1il~D!REO OUR EFFORT TO SRING THEPI TO· •. 
TH£ CO~FERE~cE· TAolE. ON -THE· OTHER HAND, IT SHOUU> ORAMATIZ! • , 
ro 90Tri :::cuADOR AND P~RU THE '·A-DVANTAGES OF REACHING ·AN AGREE--· •• -~-. 
'1ENT A~D AVOI'JING 'PROLONGED ANO. FRUITLESS PROBLEMS. WHICH~ • _, . 

. 3rCAUSE CF THE HIGHI..Y E:-1.0TIONAL#PtJBLIC. RES?O~s£. ON ALL s1,Es, .... ' 
CMl 0~1-Y SPILL CVER .INTO O.UR GENERAL. SILATERAL RELATIOSSHIPS. - • • ~ : ', 

.. • '."'l.. •. • ,. ·,. . .. - .. ,.7 

2. ~~l)e~-:r mtRE~T- ~-•. _ .•--!JZ..~~~-~~~~~~t>:·;· .. _.: \·/_~: :_:<:··:~.)~:-~ . .-.·;,~_;~---t~~--.. ~: ._:. :'-,.· -r.:: _ _..\ ;('- ~" 

. STutiEi~r !HSO~DE~S or-·,c0Ns·10ERABLE'·.r.EROCiTY-;HAVE.,.OCCURi~EI) ·m .. ;'~ :. '..:, _·, ··~·· '.ot.iJ 

SEVER~L .. (l\T1~-~AMER ICA~:·couNT1U£S)DUR r~s--•nfE•:'"PAST ·rE"W MON'{KS'.~i-~:{;,~~·~;<: :".•. ~-r -,; ,.,.'.,•,, 
. BRAZIL,: '1EXICO Am>.URUGUAY·I~.PA.RTIC_ULAR-.H~V£.._BEEN THE SCE~5.i/---tf.~. ·-;1 :::. ·_:.·<~ 

:JF VIOl.E'l"JT P!>LICE-STUDENT'.CLASHES ,IN· VH-IClflD£ATHS.;ANO· INJlIHIEa:. _-:,•. r·~;' • r •• /r, .. 

J:iAU! RESULTED vr HEIGHt£:'-IED- PPLITICA).'.TENSI~Ns·._ ·~~· ·--:-'·: ir,::·):4"..:\il,· :~.~.,~-: .i·;•.:~.~ 
• -.-,j • • • •• .,·:>.#: ·•·1·.-.--:1.i •• - .. • ··1· ,,~. ,,·~--=- ;...•:;;: ... ; .. ,..· .. .,.: .. \;/.,.,.· •• : ... •• .. ~~:r.",,,; -,:ri:;~~-.r..i:~t.,:" t=~i·~-.. ~ ...... 
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.... .:: " - /· . ,,,. . .:, 

.THE 0£:itONST:?ATION _I~- MEXICO ciTY-0~ AUGUST: lJ BY· 5°~Ba.00i- ,. : : 
51'UD£~T ~AS ?£ACEFL~. RADICAL !1.E~E~S, ·HOVEVER,ARE TRYING.· 
·ro Y IDEN THE SCOPE OF TH£ -PROTESTS THAT sgGAN JULY 26 to.:. • 
L'l:t.!.!~E D IS3AT ISFACT ION \flTH LABOR .AND HOUSING CONDITIONS •• •.· 
TH~ 3!uDE::-ir·s CO:'.JTINUING SUCCESS IN MAINTAINING THE MO:i!E~rrtm·· 
Of TriEIR OE~O~S-T~ATIO~S PRESEST.S .A DlF"FICiJl..T PROBLEM" TO -· -··. _ -
T~t 1£XI~A~ GOVER~MENT, BUT WE EXPECT EV~RY EFFORT WILL BE MAO£ • 
n 3ETTtE· THE CRISIS WELL "t~ ADVANCE OF THE. OL_Y~PIC·.~Atl'~s; .. • :-. 

. ' 

C~T03£R 12-26.- THERE IS. NO lmlICATIO'l THE STUDENT P!tOBU.."1 · •.•. 
~ILL AFfECT P~£5IDENT DIAZ OROAZ•s SEPTE~S£R ?tANS. 

. ,. . ...,_ 

. ' 

T:~r STUDE\'T DE'.'10~STRATIONS IN URUGUAY WHICH 3EGAN I~ 
'.'!AR~'.{ ~~E NO!/ occmrnnm WITH U~PR~CE!rr~JT£0 FREQUENCY AND • ~ 
VI~L~JCZ,. THE POLICE .RAI!> ON'THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY AUGUST. • 
9 !:'J SEARCrf ··,OR CL!J£S OF TERRnRIST ·ACT IVITI£S SPARK.ED CLASHES - .• ·, 
:J!4!Cn ?ESfJLTED l~ ·ONE DEATH. S!i'fCE TH!: DEAD -STU.OEN! BEJ,.ONG£O, · ' • 
TOT~£ c~n~:JNIST YOUTH ORGA~IZATION,·aorH.THE·STUDENTS AND 
·Ti~E C•'.)'."l..,,U~Ins -N~Y HAVE. A. ~~ARTYR" WHICH THEY MAY EXPL.OIT 
!~ :: ~L:\RGE .. T~..E IR Ol.."10'.'JSTRATIONS I~· TH! DAYS AHEAD •. THE.;. •• • • ~:-
LA?.JE: ·1~'.iCO~-LINE .co~~mnsr PARTY HAS AVOIOEO A CONFRO~TATION •• - , . 
•IT;{ TH£ GCU, ALTHOUGH MILITAITT FRlNGE. GROUPS ANO LAB-OR~ ARE •• ~ •• • 
i..·=nE>jG ra~r IT TAKE A TOUGHlR LI:'tE •. URUGUAYAN A;1t3"ASSADOR • ··, •• : / > 

YRI~T~ JUST- RETURNED FROM CONSULTATIONS I~ Nm•TEVIDEO• TOtO .. ·' •••• _, ,, 
A35l:3TA~T SECRETARY. OLIVER THAT THE· GOU -BELIEVES TH!. STUDEtrr.. •• • -.· 
U-JRE~ ''AY--I~~£ASE A~D CO~V.EYED P~£SI1>~NT PACHEco•s REQUEST-- . . . 
7'R .ANTI-RIOT EQUIP:iE'.llT • VE .BELIEVE THE GOU ·FACES A' DlFFICUi..T ~-:-• ..•• · .. 

. 
~,"' I . 

.. , . ,, 

. ' 

.. . . . . . 

• ' .. 

F£RI~D G.f:-·S~~lAL--A.!iITATIO~ ,._, PE~HA~S. UNTIL.;,.PA~.IA~!NT- .ADJQUR~S. _· "~\.-.: .. -:--_ _-;· ---; .. 
!~ D:..CE:13£R, oUT ARE CO~fil0£~T- THE -P~ES!De.NT-, WILL RE>!AIN FIRfll ·: .... - •. --;-1 -· ••• -:~-: ~-~" 

c~JD TH~.T :-IE CAN H~NDtE ·tHE SITUATION CONSTITUTIONALLY •. VE KAVE-,-' • · ·: ~-;; :.;-_, _--,._ 
A5W:S;:) t.'iB.ASSY. MONT!VIiltO FOR. A·FRESH•A?PRAISAL OF THE'·SECURITY\/'-_.\-- :.":.:. ~\ 
s1ru,rro~rro BF. DISCUSSED- .At AN- IRG/ARA- l!EETING AUGUST, 11 •. &. • ....... • . .' ~, - ·-~ '.~·· .:..· ' .. : 

: .·-_;,. -:.,··-~~--/• .· - ··< .. '.--; ·;' . .,_ ·., .... / ._;,~;'. _.-.,· .: :.. • 1 ., , • 
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6. SCLIIJIA 

T!~ U~STEADY POLITICAL AT~O~?HtR£ IN 30LIVIA, FOlLOV-
L~G TH~ ?USLICATIO:i-IN CUSA OF CHE GU!VARA.•S DIARY, ~AY 
3~ AG~I~ THR£ATE~EO 3Y THE ANNOUNCE~E~ AUGUST 15 Or. 
~:·ITO--. IO ARSU!:)AS, THE PURVEYOR OF T.HE DIARY, THAT HE PLANS 
TO RET:JRN, TO LA PAZ AUGUST· 17 TO TELL THE TRUTH ANO AWAIT·. 
~u5TIC!. HIS AIDIOU~CE~ENT MAKrs VAGUE CHARGtS AGAINST • 
C!A, NA~ljG TWO •AGE~s•, NICHOLAS LEONOIRIS ANO A CUBA~, 
OA3RIEL GARCIA • .-PRESIDENT BAilRIENTOS HAD JUST. STRENGTHEN!!> . 
iiI3 ?OiITIO~ 3Y Rti'IOVI}10 HIS PRINCIPAL MILITARY-OPPONENT 
::RO~ HIS. POST ¥HILE RETAINING TH£,SUPPORT OF THZ-CO~~ANOE.R 
OF THE ·AR~ED FO~C£S. WHETHER BA:lRIENTOS WILL ALSO·BE ·ABLE 'i 
TO OEFUS£ TH£ VOLATILE ·SITUATION··THAT- PIIGHT ·3E CREATED BY 
THt· RETUR~· Aml- ARREST Of., ARGUEDAS· WILL-·· DEPEND·· NOT. ONLY 0~ 
P.!S-, CALM' .. D!TER:-1.I~ATION 3Ul' ALSO o~r A.'PJEASURE OF RESTRAINT 
3't CPPOSITIO~ POLITICIA~S. ·BOTH 9ARRIE:4TOS .AND ARMY . 
ro~~AtIDER:OVAm>O KAV£ SHOW~ A DETERMINATION TO PURSUE 
C'.)~JSTITUTIOjAL GOVER~M£~T, · BUT THE OUTLOOK, IS UNCERTAIN. 

7. oonnncAN REPUBLIC I • ,_.,.._ ~··. 
I , 

THERE. IS ~o CRISIS LOOMING nr THE COMING ~!ONTHS i?t. THE 
Jl):1l~ICAS· ~EPU3tIC, ALTHOUG~ A~ EXTRE!'lIST -ELEMENT HAS THR!ATEN!:D 
T:! frISRU?T THE AUGUST 16 CHA~GEOVER. OF SA~TO-DOMINGO•s ~U~I­
~IP~L GOVER~~[~T. DISTUR91NGLYt PRESIDENT 3ALAGUER,.INST£AO 
o, -~o:~sOtI::>ATI~G HIS POSIT·IOS AFt::R HIS MAY ELECTIO~ SUCCESS, 
K~5 E~~RTED LESS LEADERSHIP THAN BEFORE A~D HAS FAL1,.EN INTO A 
t!?E~SIVE POSTUR~ IN THE FACE OF HIS OPPOSITION. HI3 RELATIVELY 
LI~LE3S'PE~FOR~A~CE HAS RESULTE~ IN A~ A~CU~ULATIO~ OF A~NOY­
I:·1G. PROau:1s, Mm IF HE OOE.5 NOT REA'SSERT .FI~M DIRECTION, HIS 
GCVE~N~~jT WILL BE I~CREA3I~GLY· VUt~ERABti T~ ATTACK. 

AR~~LFO A~IAS. WI~NeR OF THE -~AY ?RESIJENTIAL ELECTIO~s, 
• :1ILL T!l~t n;-~ICE PCT OBER .t. ALL· IN!>ICATIO~S ARE. THAT. TH£ • 

T'RA~SFER o; POYER WILL TAKE PL~CE Sl"IOOTHtY·A~D PEACEFULLY. 
~RIAS SUCCESSFULLY OVERCAME EFFORTS 0~ HIS OPPONENTS TO HAVE 
HI5 CRED£·~TIALS AS P~E3IDE~'T-£LEC't INVALIDATE!)·~ T~RE • rs ST ILL 
?JTE:nIAL FOR rRICTIO~ 3E.TWEEN ARIAS· At'fO OTHER POLITICALLY • 
?JVERtut ~LE:-JE;\'TS. ARIAS IS TRYING:·TO GAIN ay· WHATEVER l'!£A~S 
?:>55131.Z A TWO-fHI'RvS i4AJO~ITT. IN THE NATIONAL.: ASSEMBLY. ALSO, ,. 
}€· HA3 SAI!l H£ INTE~t~S TO RI:itOVE TH£ NATIONAL GUARD -COMl'IANDANT 
v.ett.A~I~O ASD THIS COULD PROVOKE AN ·-EARLY. CONFRONTATION WITH· 
T:-!E GUARO._ AT ?RESENT, HOWEVE~, IT·.SEE!IJS.:THAT •. THE CONTEST. 
OVER Tn!S£ ISSUES ~ILL NOT REACK CRISIS PROPORTIONS. ARIAS· 
:r.>?Ei TO CO~fER ~ITH AMSASSOOR ANDERSON ON· CA~AL NEGOTIATIONS· 
1:1 /lEV YORK P~IOR TO ASSU."ING OF"FIC£ • BUT HAS. INDICATED HE 
i)CC:S ~or .txnct FOR~AL TALKS-to· R·~SUM[ BEFORE. EARLY 196~ •. -

· •' ·,~ ·•I !~ .·•.:~- ...... ,~.' 
.__ 
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9. PER~-IPC AGRE£jE~T E~30DIED-I~ "ACT OF TALARA" 
- • # .. 

THE r:nER~AT IO~lAL PETROLZU:1 COrif PANY TUR~Etl OVER ITS LA 
3REA Y PARI'.'.'JAS OILFIELD PROPERTIES TO. THf:-Gop:o~ AUGUST 13 , 
I~ RETUR~ FOR A QUIT•CLAI~ AGAI~sr ALL BACK. DEBTS, THE·R!GHT 
TO PURCHASE UP TO ~a PER CE~T OF THE.CRUDE·PRODUCTIOM OF THE 
F'I£LD _ :;~R SIX YEARS AT A~ AGREE!)· PRICE, P!RM·ISSION TO EXPAND 
ITS TAL~RA REFI~ERY A~D IMPO·RT NEEDED- ADDITIONAL CRUDE, AND 
Tr.£ RIGHT TO STORE A~lD DISTRIBUTE P!TROLEUl'I· PRODUCTS IN PE:RU. 
A '.'IE"J EXPtORATIO'.'J CO~CES3IO~ WAS NOT I:'llCLUJE:D BUT IPC flIL1. . 
cot.a I.WE TO SEEK SUCH A. CONCESSlON· •. 'ilKitE MINOR. DIFFICULTIES 
OF" J'IIPtE:itEITT'ATION AR&: ·ro BE E,CPECTEO~ THE ACT or TALARA _· 
f'JR:-t.ALLY. :~A~KS TijE END Or A· PROLO~tGEO AND ACUTE DISPUTE THAT 
He.3 SERIOUSLY AFFECT~;) omf B·ILA!ERAL RELATI_ONS VITH PERU. 

, -.. 
tz. VE.'111:ZUEtA-GUYANA 90RDEil· DISPutt· · ~ .' •. -· .. • . --.. 

• .. • • . . .,. I : • . \" : .. . • ,. -.. i . . 

. .. - ' 

-__ A riuR~Y. o, '01PLOi'IAr1c .. ACT·v,rrv -,oti.i,~ci::rKE·-vi~EzuitAN ~---~ • _- , - ✓-~·-: 
::n:~RE'E OF JULY:9 ctAIMHIG.·AN.-·AREA or··_tHE HIGH.SEAS OFF·'TH£·· ·_ •• _.j .'.::· ·-, 

PJRTIQ~·or WESTER~ GUYANA WHICK IS 'IN DISPUTE, BETtJEEN TH! two:._·,· : .... - , ➔ 
~AT10;-;s. THE DECRE£ I~PLIED ·THAT 1 VE~EZUKLA- 'IOULD IMMEDIAT£LY -·· '' • - • • .- ' .. ., . , 

2:icERCI3£ SOifEREIG~Y OVER THE .WATERS· Hf QUESTION~ PERHAPS BY • •. ·' -~- _ 
I'DTIT:.;7 HlG N~'IA't- PATROLS. VEN£ZUEtA··:HAS: NOT ATTElt.PTEl),. T_O • .-.'~ _,.·_:.: - .1' •• -.· 

E~ffORCE-. -ITS 0.ECREE BUT HAS REFUSED-. TO· GIVE US. ·ASSURANCE. IT· .... 
;_ • I W'JULJ ·-Not .PATROt·,TKE- AREA -I~ TH£l£VENT· 0 Or-F'.UTURE GUYANESE·:,,·.,_ - .: • - ,·. 

.. I~ITR~~tSIO.E~CE.~ SI~CE GUYA~A ISi HARDLY n·xsPOSEO TO SIGN ~ - ';. ·: •, I 
·- ;;'.iAY--A~r---or ·1rs·'"TERRITORY; -r.Ht ·possI3IttTY:.:.:RE~At~s oi ru:~i ; :- • , .- • , : :· • .• -

1
·~··.,_·"'".\ 

"VE>lEZ~!:LA~ EFFO~T.S TO PRZSSURE H!R NEIGHBOR. SHOULo· A-NY ·sER-· < • . 

n:r;. I~CIDENT ·occuR·, V£ EXPECT THAT GUYANA .WOULD· TAKE" ITS, c~s£· • 
T~f T~i OAS A~D/OR THE U'.'l!TE:D NATIONS. • ,, -

11. POPE ro ~EET YITH LATIN A~eRICAN ·a1sHOPs ._. • 
' ' 

POPE PAUL VI WiLL ARRIVE· I~ ·COL°OMBIA AUGUST ·2·2 TO AT!E~D 
A EU~HARISTIC CO~FERENCE 'AND TO I~AUGURAT£.THE SECONO.ME£TING 
or TliE L.ATVJ A~ERICA.N. BISHOPS CONFERENCE. THIS FIRST VISIT OF 
-~ POPE TO tAiI~ A?IERICA C0:4E5 At A TIME OF CHANGE AND STRESS . • ., . 
THZRE: ~.i1rTHI~~ TH£ CAT:IOtIC CHURCH. THZ POPE CAN BE tXP[CTED •• 
TJ ?U3H THE CrlURCl·PS CONSERVATIVES TO SUPPORT SOCIAL CHA~G~ 
WHiL£ SEEKI~G TO PLACE tI,ITS 0~ THOSE CLERGY WHO ARE URGING 
RA!HCAL S~CIAt CHA~E.- JN PU8LIC, LATI~ AMERICAN tEADE~S HAVE 
GE?:ERALL Y PRAISED .'THE POPE'S RECE~lT. E~CYCl..ICAt "AFFIR:.-1 U1G THE 
3~~ ON ARTIFICIAL-BIRTH CO~TROL• ALTHOUGH_ PRIVATELY MANY HAVE ' 
EX?RE:33ED RESERVATIO~S CON"CE.R~ING "THE :)OCU~ENt" AND xrs TIMING. 
S)~E 5ELI~Vt THAT'TH[ ENCYCLICAL AN'O OTH.ER·coNS~RVATIV£ STATE­
.'1£~TS·C~ DOCT::lIN;; BY IHE POPE ARE AI~Eo· AT RETtrat--1ING .THE CHURCH. 
TJ 3RE4TER'DISCIPLI~E •. THE POPE'S MAJOR TASK.WILL BE TO SET· 
\'Eli DIRECTI0:'-1S FO~ HIS CHURCH WITHOUT -CREAT~NG GREATER !)!VISIONS ._:; 
'-1JITH!N IT. 

, . 

c:s YOU KNO~, IJE ARE ?RbVIt>ING HELICOPTER SUP?O~T TO TH£ PONTIFF) •. . -. . . 

JTG: 1711532:. AUG·_ 1963 -· .. · . 
\. , .. 
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:Mr. President: • . ~-~,;:~f ~~;f' : 
. ."!'l~~ ... 

Tho Senate Pl·cpa.rednesl:> Invcctigatin.g Subcob...nhet~ f>laiis to r·elease 
the attached 1.·e:,or~ on the stclt;.:u~ o! US stratcg!c_J>OWer later this month 

• • • , .i'!t •• 'J. -le. ' 
af!:er appropriate scc-..i:rity revie\~. : . • , l:.,;,;; •. . , . ~ .... ,. 

. ~ .. "'!.1 .. ! ..... . 

-~ sez:eral~ the rep.>rt is~ ~cl.athp~y s~;:a._:~~~:or,~l.~~lysis of tlie. 
• situation. The ~.-o~:.-oach 1s state.!;.n1aDlucs a."1f.l t1:ie ft:>hi :remar!~bly 
mild. ·?-"~e princ!~~ ~cs~a~e. ~~-~~ ~ep3~;.li -~~~~-- --~-~t>ugh ?ur pr~sent 
atra;eg1c nuclea:: iorces a.pp<a~r ¥1.de.<:uat~l • .t.he ~µi'. ~ . • i:f.t~e is co:.:J.• . , 

- • • ... ,-. .... .. ,,. J .. i:",.,.. ... ... . 
ce:ucd tlmt we nii~it:be in trouble in the fut~~e···· • ?l~jtc,t take proper 

.... '')rteps· to upgrane o~ .(:apaibi:li,tj.es.. - ·;.,: A,~/ \:"i ;r.:i.-.~- 'jr -P:. .... .. • 
• "''.,' • • • ·, . ~(: . • ,_ ~• H • • \;j, . ~; .. ::.:!'i. - . 

,· .. Althou3h it doe~ conbin a ::re:..t deal of il-UO!°~r~a~i~?-l-~·l[s·.~::ci Soviet 

if.., 

' 2/ 9 t;r;.;, ' 
:,;...,---~~ .. 

:· .tore.es, coct o! this will presumo;'bly:· be cli:c:1llia~~~~the security 
"review ju.!,;ing by tha deletions·{~ ~rac:~efa). ~~r~t.,:·:·~i:Q~ifzed by the. _.: t~.': < ~-. " 
·p--• . ·~ :;:, ''1'*- •• ,. •• ~· ••• ; • ~. ' v.u.a.gox:.. ~ , ~ , ". • '•' . .-/.I •: 4 .,; .. ;, , ••' l', '• ,ti'M-- • 
• - • . • . . .... :· -_. _-.: \ ~ :~ ":• .•: J. . . ··:tt.; ::· . ~." .:J.'.l • • • -
·I do not b.eli~\.·e the repo=-t will be a ::actor in ~c{p0Uticali21:r.ap:.i1n. 
Althoug:il it is critical of .some Aclrcims::1·,t:Ion·.~-p"qfj~~:1¼ti4,:4eci=ioll3, 
it does ::ot cor..::ti~ute a broad ~ttac!-: on ~he-Ad..,.~ifcl~triti'on:s <tefo:::..~~ 
policy· o·..:..;:1 .:la ~~ ~:mtained in t.i.e· Ret=,'.l.blico..n piaVqfm. . 

• . ' ,;;~~-- .:~ .'J. ( -

l Su rrrre··" : ___ ~ ... -~d .;.'t.e S" ............. -:-.r 0 ... ·...,.a(Y"'C,. ,-f.,:I .. A,5'• :.t:..---~i,t,:1y· ~1....,. ,---•.­
t,J.;;» -•.: ..,_ -'-~ w• w,.o6...........,.J _.. ;.:' L:;;"~ .::.:: .. , ·pij°k~•U c.,.i_ ... ,_J ... 

clucli:a.1g stit~ent on pa,~cs 47-52, ·and the b.tr i::itt'an ... 

SM:-:-.;er:.,--:~b: 3-16-68/ 8: 3 0? 
bee: :::::-✓.::::: £Ee anc. e~::on > ... W?-.. (L-) 

.S:.\1:::.<: cc:.·.:-_ebac~..;: C"f 

~ 1·z·:--.' • I • ' t .,, 

·:.,~. -.~,'; ~-- .. :~ ~i ~ .• ... 
. w. · w .. ·Rosto~.~, 

'.,.: ,,,, 

DECLASSIFIED 
_ E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSCM~mo/1/30/95, State Dept. Guideli~ 
By ~ . ;, NARA, Date 3,'::f--o~ . 
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