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eONP!DENTIAL EYES ONLY 

FllOM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Au1. 21, 1961 

S.cntuy llult aad I have conf•rr•d Oil tM late•t draft speech 

aad hav• the following •"••••tl••· 

After "cnaah a peopl••• flr•t ■tep• toward freedom" ADD -­

ttetepa which thr•ateaad tbe ••curity of aa oU..r nation. " 

For ■etatence beglnnfn1 "Our fldellty le written" SUBSTITUTE --

110ur 4dellty l• recorded la many a crlda aad la tlae •acrlflc•• our aoaa 

have made Oil tile battlefl•ld■ la Korea ... Vl•tDam. ,. 

For parapaph bepmal111 "Tho•• no carry the burden" SUBSTITUTE -­

"It la my Jwlgmeat •• Commaact.r la Cblef -- OIi the ba•l• of all the evidence -­

lllcladba1 the ••••••m•nt ol those wlao carry tbe burden on the battlefield --

that a mdlateral boasbllla halt at tide time woald aub•tutlally lncrea■• the 

enemy•• capabWtl••• hu:reue our c:a•ualtl•• aad tho•• of our alllea; aad 

elldanpr oar poaltloaaa, particularly la etratepc area• of I Corp•. '1 

Reucm for above: The PNaldeDt mak•• Ill• a•n••mem aot merely 

oa the baala of tM Jad1ment of lleld commander•, kt oa the baal• el all otb•r 

information ud advice; alao, •• an atafflng oat Abl'am•• laat in••••1• la 

responae to OGr qaa•tlona, aad there la ■ome doubt that lt would be a1reed 

that tbe enemy'• capabWtle• at tbe DMZ woald lncl'ea•• "eeveral fold. " 

Fiaally, ln••rt after 11 1930 1■": ''la the 1940'•·" 

f, t 

' • 1 .3 AND ARClilVIST'S M~f~ 
MAR. 16. 1983. 



Tuesday, August 27, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Harold Linder will be leaving OD 

September 9 to take up bi■ new poat 
a• our Ambaaaador to Canada. State 
recommends an appointment with yoa 
before lle leave■• 

I believe a meeting witb yoa would be 
very helpful. 

w. w. Roatow 

Arraugo meetmg 
with Linder 

No 

Call me --

~F:mm 
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FROM·. WALT .. ROSTOW ;. 
TO ;-. \THE·· PRESIDENt .. 
INFO._G£0RGE. CHRISTIAN 
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SUBJECT·: : ·czECH•SOVI£T COMMUNIQUE AND GENERAL SITUATION 
·:.·~---_··.~.-·· .. ··:_,··. ·: . .'··:'.;.:· ,.;·" .·:· .. ~· --~--~:--✓~-, -~. ::.'./t-.-~-- _ _.·. •. ·/.--~:._:_:·· _··: __ ·;_··: •• __ : 

!.HE CZECH-SOVIET. COMMUN1'fUE .HAS Just:· .BEEN PUBLISHED IN 
~lvSCOW~.·--:11 CALLS FOR. TH£ qRADUAL VITHDRAWAL OF OCCUPYING 
lROOPs·~-· AS THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY IS NORMALIZED •. ·:' 
SOVI'ET IROOPS ARE NOT TO 1NTERFER£ IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS ~ ._: 
CANO APPARENTLY ARE WITHDRAWING 'FROM TH£ CENTER OF PRAGUE) •. 
i'H£ COMMUNIQUE-· ALSO SAID CZECH LEADL~S HAD ·EXPLAINED" '·How:;:-. 
Ilii:.Y. WERE STRENGTHENING Ttn:· LEADING ROLE. OF TH£,. COMMUNIST':// 
?AtlTY. AND SOCIALIST INSTITUTIONS- l'N CZECHOSLOVAKIA •. WHILE: ... ). 
Tif.IS-·.:rs NOI' EX?LlCit., ,WHAT· IS· PROBABLY·.-REF.ERRED ;TO, 1s·· A. CZECH 
ASSURANCE; ·tJiAT .• NON-COM~lL"JISt: PARflES.'.,~ILL-. NOt.,SE .ALLOWED:_:·:/:/;':, .. . ' . . .•. . ' ' 
10·.··i40VE.·.otrr ·.on.-:.ro ·THE': POLITIC'AL. S.CENE~·~;;-'lND ICATIONS ARE''.'·TffAT.:.: 
I HE· ... cZECHS:··. HA vitAGR££D·, TO,:· I NPOSE:~· SO MEkSORt::·--oF:·: CENSORSHIP:}tfi:1\:.0 ~_; . , 
.ro-;:,PR OT ECt.:.... tHE:.:•.VARS AWf PACT-'::·.ALLl[S/ FRO~TtACKi:-A:ND-- IH£::~pu·eL'ltA:t.ION; 
·• o, \·UNP AL Ai ABLE·; 'T'RUT HS~· (/ CZECHOSLOVAK IAtR £~HU Ns~::co~u1it.t£D.•.:~fO'.'?,'_:~·,'.·"·, -­
. THE·. WARSAW·.: PACT',:?::tH£·. EAST-BLOC,~ ECOt~Ol"l IC:--~SYSTEM.' AND THE:1~~~~~;;• 
. G'[N.ERAL..'..L'INES ... OF::'.SOVIE't~FORE.IGN:~•poLlCY~~~:AR"TlCULARLY: AS~~r; 
REGARDS :aa~m.. . . . . • ... • • • 

~ATION~ 
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IN RETURN, THE SOVIETS HAVE ACCEPTED THE CONTINUANCE IN OFFICE 
OF DUBCEK, CERNIK, SMRKOVSKY AND APPARENTLY EVEN CISAR. TO.ACCEPT 
THESE MEN, BRANDED ONLY DAYS AGO AS TRAITORS TO COMMUNISM, 
REPRESENTS A PAINFUL BACK-DOWN. CZECHOSLOVAKIA•s PROGRESSIVE 
ACTION PROGRAM IS TO GO FORWARD AND IN MOST AREAS HER CITIZENS• 
NEWLY WON FREEDOMS CONTINUE. 

A CONTINUING INTERNAL POLITICAL STRUGGLE IS LIKELY. FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE PARTY NEWSPAPER, RUDE PRAVO, HAS APPEARED UNDER THE 
APPARENT EDITORIAL DIRECTION OF ITS CONSERVATIVE-LEANING EDITOR 
--WHO DISMISSED TWO OF HIS MAIN LIBERAL COLLEAGUES JUST BEFORE 
THE INVASION. RUDE PRAVO ASSERTS THAT THE EXTRAORDINARY PARTY 
·CONGRESS HELD IN PAST DAYS IN A PRAGUE FACTORY IS INVALID. 
THERE WILL AL~OST CERTAINLY BE A DRIVE BY THE CONSERVATIVES 
--AND THEY WILL BE HOPING AND RELYING ON SOVIET SUPPORT•-TO 
RESTORE THE DELICATE BALANCE OF LIBERAL AND CONSERVATIVE FORCES 
THAT PREVAILED IN THE OLD PRESIDIUM AND OLD CENTRAL CO~MITTEE. 
THEY WILL BE TRYING TO BUCK ALMOST UNIVERSAL POPULAR SENTIMENT. 

IT IS NOT CLEAR--NOT WITHSTANDING THE COMMUNIQUE--WHETHER 
THE SOVIETS HAVE REALLY AGREED TO WITHDRAW ALL THEIR TROOPS. 
THE MOSCOW TALKS OBVIOUSLY HIT A SNAG YESTERDAY, HOLDING UP 
FINAL AGREEMENT AND THE COMMUNIQUE ·roR MANY HOURS DURING THE NIGHT. 
IT WOULD NOT BE SURPRISING IF THIS TROOP ISSUE CAUSED THE DELAY 
--WITH THE SOVIETS INSISTING ON A CONTINUING PRESENCE AND THE 
ClECHS PRESENTING MOUNTING EVIDENCE FROM BACK HOME THAT THEIR 
PARTY, PEOPLE, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND GOVERNMENT WERE DETERMINED 
TO DEMAND THAT THE RUSSIANS MUST GO. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE 
THAT FURTHER TALKS BETWEEN THE RUSSIANS AND CZECHS WILL BE 
NECESSARY. • 

THE AGREEMENT REACHED IS UNEASY AND UNSTABLE. IT HAS ELEMENTS 
VERY PIFFICULT TO SWALLOW ON BOTH SIDES. THE REMARKABLE THING 
IS THAT CZECH DETERMINATION, COURAGE AND INGENUITY HAVE PRODUCED 
A REAL COMPROMISE. 

DTG 2714462 AUG 68 
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FROM WALT ROSlOW 
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CITE -CAP82t76 
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• ·AiJGUST 27, 1968 

THIS-ROMANIAN I~ITIATIVE IS OMINOUS. WE SHOULD THINK 
HARO ABOUT IT •. 

USUN 6298 •.·.· 
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Tuesday, Aap.at 27, 1968 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

AttaclMcl l• a r...-•t frem tu late 
CllanceU.r Aden ... r'• aruut■ .. f.r 
coplea el. pjctvu taken darina JOU­
condolence call at tu .Adenaae.r heme 
inR eDClerf, Gennaay. 

SQ.te recommeDd• ,-a ■ad tbe pic­
tar••• I concur. A dJ'aft reply i■ 
attached. 

w. w. Roatow 

Apprcw• --
D.leapproire --
Call me 

ERF:mm 
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Konrad Adenauer 

DEPARTHKNT OF STATE 
OIVISIO• OF LA•CUAGC SCRVICCS 

(TIU SLAT I ON) 

LS 10. 4026 
R-12/R-16 
German 

Am Platzhof 3 
Kgln - Lindenthal, Germany 

August 8, 1968 

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States of America 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

11378 

Last year you sent to the whole Adenauer family a magnificent 

album of photographs of your visit in Rhgndorf on the occasion of 

the funeral of my grandfather, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. The 

album has been placed in the family archives. I should be very 

happy, and it would be a great honor for me, if you could send 

some additional photographs, namely those showing you, Mr. President, 

II shaking hands with us grandchildren in front of the house in Rhondorf, 

since I appear on one of these pfictures with you. A picture with 

you would be a wonderful memento. 

Trusting that you will be able to grant my wish, I remain, with 

the highest esteem and my best wishes to you and your family. 

Faithfully yours, 

[signed:] Konrad Adenauer 
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FROM:' WALT ROSTOW 
TO : THE PRESIDENT 
CITE: GAPS2163 .. 
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5 i I A I T LITERALLY EYES ONLY ~. • 

• AUGUST 26, 1968 

UEREWITH. ADDITIONAL POINTS COVERED IN SECRETARY'S CON­
VERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR DOBP.YNIN, AUGUST 23, 1958 

TH£ SECRETARY REF.ERRED TO THE STATEMENT ANBASSADOR • • 
. DOBRYNIN HAD ~ADE TO PRESIDENT JORNSON ~HEt>) INFORMING 

HIM OF SOVIET ACTION. IN CZ£CHOSL.OVAKIA TO THE EFFECT THAT· 
NOTHING IIIAS CONTEMPLATED WHICH .WOULD EFFECT THE VITAL 

.....a 
. . •. • 

t•"'-1~T£R£SI OF TH£ UNITEO STATES.-·THi: SECRETARY SAID WE HAD 
·?/HO.TED.THIS STATEMENT VERY .CAREFULLY Ar.0. ASSUMED THAT IT • , 1 

, :·\~\iAS l'lEANT TO !3£ 1 AKEN QUITE SERIOUSLV°. • AMBASSADOR DOBRYNlN • •:- ·' ::.:·. ,,.,. 
:," CONFIRMED :JHAT ·THIS-WAS INDE£·o. THE ·CASE._:··· •. •• ,,.· ·;;· 

... >._AMB~-ssADoR tHo~PsoN.~AsKrn: .• DoaR~N~N ~ow·_-to~ ... HE.rttouattt_ - _. ... :_ _ .... ~!.' ,.~-... '.,:.· 
THE' JAMMING ·or OUR BROADCAsts·-WOULD GO. ON.<DOBRYNI~ SAID • ,.. . . . .·. ·.~, ... .'j~f ._·_,_ .. 
HE· THOUGKt THE JAMMING QUITE PROBABl. Y WAS: RELATED_ TO THE,._--~. - , . - • , ... 
DEBATES. ~N THE.SECURITY COUNCIL. .AND· MENTIONEJ;) THAT AMBASS~ _ .. _ . . _., ·_~-,,: .~'.. ~-·~; , •r~ 

ADOR BAU: JiAD_ USED SOME YERY STRONG LANGU~GE-. ,-r;_..,··'/"', .• ., ·:,,.,._,,-..... ·, _ i,-,. :;;:·.:· . 
~. ·-~- ' __ -~·_._., ..• "'_· ·_; • .: v-· .-.~. ~-..... • ... -~:.;=t.., --~:i;. ... ~,: ~ ·;',.··-" • .. -_-=-'-\ .. '•-~ ·,;·-✓.···~. --~-:\'' '.•. 

. IN DISCUSSING 1HE .SOVIET ACT ION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, .. :--.,,_,.., ·,. •. •• -•.. ': i 

AMBASSADOR DOBRYNU~ -SAID. t HE .sovu:r ·TROOPS' HAD. OBVIOUSLY .•. ,,. .. •.•• _, 
HAD STRICT ORDERS NOT TO':RESPOND·.TO.:PROVOCATIONS UNTIL •• •• , 
ABSOLUtELY NECESSARY. ttE MENTIONED ONE INCIDENT. IN •~ttlCH. ... .;:· .. -. 
S0:1£ CZECHS HAD .. DELIBERATELY CRASHED AN AUTOMOBLLE INTO 
A SOVIET TANK ANO .THEN TAKEN' f»ICTURES OF lT·; •• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: U.S. Claim■ A,ain■t France 

Attached la Secretary R.u8k' • memo requa•ting approval to initiate talk.a 
with the French oa compen■ation for lo■••• ..,. incurred when we had to move 
our milltazy ln■tallation■ oat of France. Secretarie• Fowler and Clillord 
join ha thi• recommendation. 

Tho•• claims cover: 

the e•timated value of the remaining u■eful life of the 
facllitie• we left la France, plu■ 

certain moving co•t• involved in the relocation. 

State ••timatea the total at $230-$250 million. 

Oar NATO alllea m&f be willln1 to ahare certain of the•• relocation 
coat• with u (ap to a maximum of $96 million). They expect repayment la 
proportion to aay compen■ation we might ultimately receive lrom France. 
Th y expect ua to bring our bilateral claim to France before they beJin ne10-
tiationa with u■ to ■hare la our co•t■• 

111 addition to our bilateral claim■, •• •hare la the combined NA TO 
financial clalm■ again■t France for •imUar co•t• on NA TO-financed facilltie•. 
The Fourteen invited the French to bepn di•cua•ion• on thl• l••ue ia February 
bat •o far receiYed only a •taUtn1 reaponae. 

A•kin1 the French to be1in dl•cu■•lon■ on our bilateral claim may look 
like provoking a U.S. -French confrontation. The French re•pon■e wW probably 
amount to a •tall or a bruah-off. But we do have a legitimate claim aad we 
will be •ubjlllct to Conar•••ional critici■m if we delay preaenting lt. To take 
both factor■ into account. Seer tary Ru■ k l• recommending a low-key approach 
(along the line• of the attached draft note), with ao public ■tatement. 

John Leddy will •••k Ambu■ador Shriver'• advice on a suitable time to 
make thi• approach. 

I concur in Secretary Ruek'• recommendation. 

W.W. Roatow 
Approve approach to the French_ 

A (l/ Ni Call me_ ½A\ E !":met 
C91SFIUEl4 !ML 
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DE;PARTM ENT OF STATE 
f 

Washln~ton, O.C. 20520 

August 21, 1968 

Hff. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: U.S .. Claims ~gainst France 

Recommendation: 

That you authorize us to initiate discussions with 
th~ Frencq~Goye~ru:nent, through the means of a note ver­
bale· alon~f ·tne-· fines of the enclosed draft, on financial 
compensation to the United States for losses suffered 
as a result of the French decisions of 1966 evicting 
foreign military personnel from installations in France. 

Approve ----- Disapprove -----
Discussion: 

On December 8, 1967 you approved the Department's 
proposal, supported by the Secretaries of Defense and 
Treasury, to seek agreement among the Fourteen Allies of 
France to present a NATO claim against France. Our pro­
posal also took note of the necessity for the United 
States to prepare_and eventually present its own claim 
to France covering the loss of permanent facilities the 
capital investment in which amounted to about $490· • 
million, before the removal or sale of certain movable 
property. It was considered preferable, however, to go 
forward initially with the NATO claim, pr.irnarily to • 
minimize the inevitable U.S.-French confrontation as­
pect of the claims problem, and to decide on a time to 
present our own claim after we had an idea of how the 
NATO claim was proceeding. 

It now appears there would be little to gain by 
delaying presentation of the U.S. claim any further. 
The French have not yet responded to an invitation by 

DECLASS IED 
E.O.-12958, ec. 3.5 

State Dept. Guideline& 
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tha Fourteen extended on February 14, 1968 to initiate 
discussions, but have indicated informally that they 
would prefer to put the whole matter off for some time. 
While we have taken several steps to spur.forward· the 
NATO claim--by obtaining agreement on the legal and 
financial details of the Fourteen case and 6n the appoint­
ment of an attorney to assist the Fourteen's negotiator-­
it seems likely that early substantive discussions with 
the French are not in prospect. As a result it will be 
some time before we have any experience from the NATO 
claim which could guide us in the conduct of our own 
claim. O~r allies in the Group of Fourteen have mean­
while indicated a willingness to share a portion of our 
costs of relocating forces and facilities from France 
(up to a total of $96 million) provided we share any 
proceeds of our claim against France with them according 
to an appropriate formula. • 

An early presentation of the U.S. claim would un­
deniably create the ~mpression of-~ u:s.-Fr~rich con­
frontation. This .factor- must, of course, be balanced 
against Congress.tonal inte·:test in how the Government 
plans to recoup the financial loss engendered by the 
French actions. In order to take both of these concerns 
into account we would plan to initiate the bilateral 
claim in low-key. We do not intend initially to publish 
the attached draft Note Verbale and would confine our 
responses to Congressional inquiries to the statement 
·that we had proposed discussions with the French Govern­
ment. Eventually, of course, it will become necessary 
to make available to Congress the basic U.S.-French ex­
changes on this subject; these would include a sub~e-­
quent U.S. statement containing an overall figure for 
the claim, which we expect will be in the area of 
$230-250 million. The calculation of the amount of 
the claim will be bised on the value of the estimated 
remaining useful life of the facilities plus certain 
movement costs associated with our relocation from 
France. This formula is the same as that adopted by 
the Group of Fourteen for the multilateral NATO claim. 

The Secretaries of Treasury and Defense join me in 
this recommendation. 

Dean Rusk 

Enclosul!"e: 

Draft Note Verbale. 

CC)fil? ti±RL 
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• PRAFT NOTE VERBALE ·oN CLAIMS · 

The Embassy of the United States presents its compli­

ments to the Ministry of Fore~gn Affairs and has the honor 

to refer to the Embassy's Aide-.Memoire of April 12, 1966, 

the excha!lge of views between the French Ambassador and 

the Acti!19 Secretary of State on June 6, 1966, ~nd the 

remarks by the American Ambassador to the French Fore~gn 

Minister on A~gust 2, _1966, in connection with the question 

of financial responsibility for the consequences of the 

decisions taken by the French Government pursuant to its 

Aide-Memoires of March 10 and 29, _1966. 

As the Ministry of Fore~gn Affairs is aware, _the 

Chairman of the Group of Fourteen Allies of France reported 

to the North Atlantic Council on February :14, _1968, that 

the Group of Fourteen have requested the French Government 

to commence 9iscussions on the financial consequences of 

·the decisions taken by tlre French Government to terminate 

use by her NATO Allies of jointly financed NATO Infrastruc­

ture and International Military Headquarters facilities 

constructed in France. 

These decisions also terminated United States use. of 

facilities developed or constructed in France by the United 
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States at its own expense pursuant to the Chateauroux Depot 

-?\<Jreement of February 27, .~951, _th~ Air Bases -?\greemen~ of 

October 4, 1952, the United States Military Headquarters 

-?\greement of June 17, 1953 and the System of Communications 

-?\greement of December 8, _1958. 

The United States Government took note in the Embassy's 

Aide-Memoire of April 12, _1966, of the desire of the French 

Government to terminate these -?\greements and that the United 

States Government could only consent to their termination 

if the French Government ~greed to apply the two-year con­

sultation and termination provision contained in the System 

of Communications -?\greement of December 8, _1958 to all of 

the -?\greements. The French Government thereafter did not 

accept this proposal on the occasion of the French Ambas­

sador's interview with the Acti~g Secretary of State on 

June 6, 1966. The United States Government proceeded to 

withdraw its forces from the facilities in France at the 

same time maki~g clear that it could not accept France's 

unilateral attempt to terminate the ~greements. It remains 

the view of the United States Government that the French 

decisions were not in accord with the terms of the afore­

mentioned -?\greements, the duration of each of which is 

• SONF'JPD t.ER't 
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c·o-extensive with the period of validity of the North 

Atlantic Treaty, _unless earlier terminated by mutual 

consent; in the case of the 1958 ~greement, ~ermination 

also results if a two-year period has passed followi!1g 

a request made by either party to revise the ~greement. 

Consequently, it is the view of the United States 

Government that it is entitled to financial compensation 

by the French Government with respect to facilities 

developed or constructed pursuant to the ~greements cited 

above, and, _also with respect to certain improvements 

made by the United States at its own expense to facilities 

constructed in France under the NATO Infrastructure pro­

gram, plus the costs incurred by the United States in 

movi!lg out of the aforementioned facilities. 

Recalling that the French Government in its Aide­

Memoire of March 29, 1966_, expressed a willi!1gness to 

discuss the problems which would remain to be settled 

as a result of the French decisions, the United States 

Government proposes that representatives of our two 

Governments commence discussions of the financial matters 

described above.. 

• ccnm I PillPJ ID I 
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The United States Government proposes that discus­

sions take place at an early dat~ in Paris, ._and looks 

forward to learni!1g the views of the French Government 

in this r~gar:d. 

The Embassy takes this occasion, _etc . 

.. 

CotJPI?Pl"TTZ ,I 
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FRON WALT ROSTOW \ 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

\ 

CITE CAP82153 ; . 

SEO R • I SENSITIVE EYES ONLY 

AUGUST 26, 1968 

HEREWITH ABRAMS SUM~ARlZES THE BATTLE SCENE. AS HIS SUMMARY -- , 
A'f THE ENO - INDICATES, HE. IS ooum QUITE A JOB OF PREViN'fING TH£ 
ENEMY FROM GETT ING SET JiOR MAJOR ATTACKS AT l'tt£ DMZ AND OU 
THE CITIES WHILE INFLICTING HEAVY CASUALTIES~ 

_MODERATE ENEMY ACTIVITY CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ON 
25-.::,-26 AUO .68, 'WITH THE HEAVIEST ENGAGEMENT OCCURING NEAR TAM KY 
IN I CORPS. 

lti THE l CORPS, ENEMY ACTION INCREASED SOME~HAT FROM THE PREVIOUS 
DAY. tHER£ WERE THRE.£ LIGHT CONTACTS WITH ENE~Y FORCES EAST 0~ CON 
ThlEN !NTH£ DMZ AREA. IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE IN THE CENT~AL DMZ, 5 
ARC LIGHT STRIKES ARE SCHEDULED AGAINST POSSIBLE RmIMENTAL SIZE 
UNITS,OF THE 32~TH NVA DIVISION ANO BASE AREA LOCATED' IN TH.AT 
VICINITY. A MARINE REGIMENT (MINUS) IS PREPARING TO CO~BAT ASSAULT 
INTO TH£ HILL MASS NINE KILOMETERS WEST OF THE ROCKPILE ON.27 
AUGUST 68 TO FOLLOW UP TH& ARC LIGHT STRIKES.. ~ ;• 

'-" (' ._ , ' . . . - ·- _____ -::::.--- ~, .. - .- . \a.· -- . :./:' • . . :- . 

COMMUNICATIONS .INTEtL.IGENo-CINDICATES THAT TWO NVA REGUJE°NTS ARE 
ENGAGED IN RECONNAISANCE 8£TV££N KUE' AND CAMP EVANS. THIS ACTIVITY • 

. .. 

., . 

TOGETHER WITH TH£'LOCATION OF A SUBORD~NATE·or THE FORW~RO ECHELON, . 
HEADQUANTERS, MILITARY REGION TRI-THIEN-HUE WEST OF HU£ ON.25 AUGUST .. ·, 
68, INDICATES I{lCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY MAY. BE FORTHCOMING IN THIS _., _,.~. • 
M~A. A USUALl.. Y RELIABLE ARVN AGENT REPORTS· THAT £1.E~E.JTS .OF' THE 29TH ~ , • ·, 
REGIMENT, 325C NVA DIVISION, ARE DEPLOYED .30 KILOMETERS NORTH\IE·st , _ ' 
OF OAHAfJG WITH THE MISSION OF INFILTRATING ALLIED MILITAHY BASES· 
NORTH OF DA~ANO SOMET I'1£ IN SEPTEMB~. ANALYSIS o; STATEMENTS BY 
PRISONERS CAPTURED IN THE'DANANG AREA INDICATES THAT ONLY LOCAL 
FORC£ COMPA1 IES AND 2 BATTALIONS'OF THE 38TH REGI~ENT HAVE BEEN 
COMMITTED IN TH£ ACTION AROUND DANA NG• IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY-
IS FOLLOWING THE PR£VIOUS1..Y REPORTED PLAN -OF E"NPLOYING VC UNITS 
TO DISRUPT DEFENSES IN THE ARE~• ., DECLASSlEIBO · • 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ -.i~ 
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FOUR BATTALIONS OF THE. tST MARINE DIVISION ARE PROGRAtlnED 
FOR SECUi IIY MISSIONS TO B£31N ON 26 AUGUST 58 FOR VITAL AREAS 

• OF DANANG AND NATIONAL ROUTE 1 BETIJ££N DANA:~G AND HUE/PHU BAI. 
AS E~E°MY UNITS AR£ LOCATiD~ OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS WILL 8£ UNDEHTAKEN 
B'f REMAHHNG 1ST MARINE OlVlSION BATTALIONS-TO ?REV.ENT MIS • 
ENTRY lNiO THE DANANG VITAL AREA OR WITHDRAVAl AFTER CONTACT. . ~ . .. 

ON 25 AUGUST 68, 8 KlLOM.ETtRS WEST OF TAK KY, FRIENDLY FORCtS 
CONTACTED AN UNKNOWN•SIZEO ENEMY FORCE, ijESULTING IN 213 ENEMY. 
KILLED. ON 25 AIJGUST <i8, 223 ENEMY WERE KILLc.O IN THE SAME AREA. 
THE EN~MY UNIT IN BOTH ACTIONS VAS PROBABLY·THE 1S1 VC REGIMENT• ' 
2ND NVA DIVISION. ' ~ 

(' 

siJP?OR1'£D BY a-s2 stR!KEs, FiUENDLY' FOR°CES coN-r-umt to INFLICT .A• :.· ... : 
HEAVY LOSES ON TH£ ENEMY. UNITS. THREATINING, THE CHU LI\I BASE. ' . 
COMPLEX •. ON£ BAITALIO~ OF THE A~£RICAN DIVISION IS BEING ·SHIFTED .. 

. .. ' 

. . 

TO REINFORCE CHU LAI AND t9· ACT AS A REACTION FORCE. . • .. - • 
--~ ~ .. ~ .. ~:t· .. ,.. 4 

ON 24 AlJGUST63--TH.E JSTH R£8UtE t-,. 3RD-HVA DI.VISION WAS LOCATED • ... -_.:.._ -: !J ~ ~.., • .z 

~2 KILOMETERS ij£ST OF QUANG OOAI' CITY• THE. £NlIR£ 3RD NVA DlVISIOM·· • ~··' • : • 
IS ~ow. LOCATED IN QUANG ·NGl).i PROV'.-· ON 25 AUGUST 68, tHE. HA THANH' • .·_ • ~ 
S?ECIAL FORCES' CAM? 2,-x1LOMETEn·s.·west ··o; QUANG:1 OOAI CITY.~ RECEIV-Eo-·. '\-"·-::..•,.:°>7' .. 

HEAVY' MORTA.Rt ROCKET ANO GROUMO ATTACKS. A LARGE ENEMY FORCE, ' ·: • _-tr' 
WHICH PROBABLY INCLUDE·s ELtME~TS OF· T.H£· l8TH· ANO 22ND REGIMENTS,_· • 
3RD NVA DIVISION, IS REPORTED• 3· KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE CAMP. . . 
CONTACT IS CONTINUING. A SPECIAL fORCES CO~?ANY HAS BE£~. AIRLIFTED 
FROM NHA TRANG TO CHU LAI YOR REI~FORCI~ THE HA IHANH·CAM~.-

I 
i • , 

I • 



A PRISONi:rt FRON A COi4MO LIAISON SE.CT ION OF LAI THIEU DISTiHCT, 
CAPtunED IN SOUTME~N BINH DUONG'PROVINCE 0~ 22 AUG 66 PROVIDES 
FU!HH.ER IN,~R:iiATlON THAT ELEMENTS OF TH£ DOfJG NAI R.EGU1£NT ARE 
ilQVING !N!O STAGING AREAS IN SOUTHERN BlNH DUONG PROVINCE. TH£ PRISONER 
ALSO STATES THAT HE wAS TOLD THAT HIS SECTION WAS TO SERVE AS GUIDE FOR 
THE 141ST NVA REGI~ENt. THIS 1S THE FIRST INDICATION THAT THE 141ST 
REGI~ENT, LAST LOCATED IN NORTHERN BINH LONG PROVINCE, WAS i'!OVING TO 
TH£ SOUTHERN aunt DUONG AREA. B-52 STRIKES co~,TINUt TO BE A FActOR 
IN DE.SIROYING T.HE. EN£MY ANO IN,.AIDINO THE ·MANEUVER OF FRIENDLY 
FORCES. ,~ 

/ 

ON GOitX3 OPERATIONS lN III CORPS WILL BE SUPPORTED WITH 
FIVE A«C LIGHT STRIKES TODAY. THE.-STRIKES VILL BE FLO~N · < 
AGAINST MAJOR INFILTRATION ROUTES IN BINH DUONG PROVINCE 
LEADING TO SAISON. AS THE THREAT T"O THE OUTER FRINGE • 

• CITIES LESSENED, THE UNITS DEPLOYED FROM THE CAPITAL MILITARY 
DISTRICT ARE BEING RETURNED IO THE SAIGON AREA FOR DEFENSE OF 
THAT CITY. US ANO ARVN UNI';S ARE STILi.. POSITIOt,ED ASTRID£ THE 
MAIN INVASION ROUTES TO SAIGON WHERE THEY AR£ CONDUCTING . 
OPERATIONS. THIRD BRIGADE, 101ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISI:lN HAS BEEN ALERTED 
FOR REINFORCING 2,TH US OIVISIOlt SWEEP OPERATIONS .IN TH£ AREA 
SOUTHV~ST 07 TAY NINH CITY• .: -

IN IV CORPS,1 THERE WAS A NARKtD D;ECt.!NE IN THE NUt11BER OF-E'NE~Y 
INITIATED INCIDENTS·DURING TH£ NIGHT Ot 25-26 AUG 68. ON 25 AUG 
68, BINH THUY 'AIRFIELD RECEIVED ·OVER 50 ROUNDS OF 75Mt4 PACK .HO~lTZEa 
IN THREE DIFFERENT ATTACKS RESULTING lN NEGLIGIBLE CASUALTIES AND 

. ' ' ' 

SLIGHT. DAMAGE .. 'IO THE-lNStALl.AllO~.- IN _PHO~G __ DlNH PROVINCE,. A PRISONER .. ·· 
REPORTS THAt~sETWE£N 25 AND 28 AUG 66, THE ENEMY IS PLANNING to ~. 1 

ATTACK OutPOSTS ON HIGHWAY 4 BET:;_£N CAN THO AND PHONG KIEP IN .. _. • ••• ' 
CONJUNCT Ion WITH FURTHER ATTE~JPTS TO INTERDICT THE -HIGHWAY• THE _; •• • 

• ENGAGEMENT INITIATED YEST!RDAY AS A FOl,.LOW-UP or A B-52 STRIKE • ; .'. • 
AGAINST" tH£.~POSSlBL£ 3 ENEMY BATTALIONS 1~) KILOMETERS NORTJi\JEST 'OF ,"- .,. 
CAI LAY IS CONTINUINa ... • ENEMY LOSSES TO DATE" ARE 83 KILLto. ELEMENTS ' •. '.-·. ·~ • 
Or THE na- ARVN DIVISION SUPPORTED SY T~O us BATTALIONS OF TH£ 9TK · : • • ·: • i -

DIV 1S lON, CONTINUE. THE OPERATION TO DESTROY £N£MY FORCES CONTACTED •. ,. • ·~-~- .-:~ :·. 
IN THAT' AREA.· TO COUNTER AN INCREASE IH £t-JEIIY ACTIVITY IN PHONG-· 
DINH PROVINCEt- :AIR CAVALRY, WITH A REACTION- FORCE IS DEPLOYED I~;, • • 
TH£ VICINITY OF-CAN-.THO. AN'•ARC LIGHT ·STRIKE· IS SCHEDULED FOR~~; 
TttE MORNING OF 27 AUG 68 IN VINH BINM VlTH A PLANNED GROUND • , • • 
EXPLOITATION BY AIR~CAVALRl" •• AND ARVN INFANTRY UNITS-i-~ •. • .• _ ·" . -·· !~ 

,, r ' .·, ,_ .... , . ', l .. .1 • .t .. ~·;,. .. • • ·' /• \ ' .. .': .. ... ~ ... -:-; "• ":t.\1 

IN ANALYllNC3··,THE ENEMY ACTIVITIES SINCE,.18--AUG 68 THE FOLLOWING - . ~- ~· ,; . 
PATTERNS EMERGE a· . '•,•::·· '· ,. · ,; ·: . .,. '·, .:. -· • · 

). ' .... 1,~ -. ·., •• ' ,-,:~1· . "\,•., · ....... , ...... • !·,,•":'·-·\'":1 
.. ~ " ,. "' .: . ... ' - . 

. 1 •• TH£ ATTACKS IN· IV CO.RPS, OUTER ·111 ·coRPS, ANO ·IN II. CORPS 
VERE PROBABLY DIVERSIONARY IN NATURE. · THEY UERE MAD.E GENERALLY IN 
~~EAS WH£R£ ENEMY GROUND FORCES ARE RELATIVELY WEAK. LOCAL-FORct 
UNITS COMPRISED. A· LARGE PART OF THE ATTACKING FORCES.. • ,....,.,. 

-- . . 
. . 

2.. EXCEPT. FO.R1 OANANG, THE ENEMY HAS~ NOT 'STRUCK THE 
' PRIMARY OBJECTIVES AGAINST WHICH HE HAS LONG BE.EN CO~JCENTRATING 

• HIS STRENGTH - Tit£· .DMZ, BAN ME ·THUOT, AND ·PARTICULARLY SAIGON •• . . .. 
. . . -,: . .... .,. .. 

3. THE·DANANG. ATTACK WAS-PROBABLY NOT .DIVERSIONARY.:. 1T VAS. - . 
PROBABLY PREPARATORY JO A FUTURE MAJOR EFFORT THERE. • ., ...... , 



4. THE £NEl1Y'S ATTACK lS BEING DEtAY£0 c.VEN IN AREAS WHEHE HE 
HAS COliPLETED PREPARAt Iot,s. HE 1S FORCED TO· MAKE AOJUST'1lENTS---To OUR 
PREE:-tPT IONS AND INITIATIVES. HERE ARE SOME OF THESE AOJUStM£NTS. 

A. IN THE OMZ WE' CONtIN~£ TO~ INTERCE?T MESSAGES UjDICAlING ..: 
EN£MY DIFFICULTY IN "POSITIONING FORCES FOR ATTACK. TttE 138TH 
ANO 270TH nEGI~lENtS HAVE° BEEN HIT HARO SINCE 15 AUG 68 AUD ARC LIGHT 
STRIKES AS WELL AS FRIE1DLY PROBES AR£ DISRUPTING DEPLOYMENT OF 323TH 
DIVISlOH ELEMENTS.' 

B. IT HAS LONG BEEN EVIDENT THAT ENEMY FORCES IM MILITARY 
REGION TRI-tHIEN•iiUE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO CONSOLlDATt FOR ANY 
SIGNIFICANT OFFENSIVE ACTIVITY. FRIENDLY'OPERATIONS DEEP IN HIS 
BASE AREAS HAVE DRIVEN THE 9TH REGIMENT BACK TO TH£. ASHAU, THE 
6TH REGIMENT REMAINS THERE, ANO HEADQUARTERS TRI•THIEN-HUE 
ITSELF HAS WITHDRAtlN TO LAOS. ALTHOUGH TH£ ENEMY IS SMO~ING A RENE ED 
INTEREST IN HUE• HIS FORCES IN Mll.ITARY REGION TRI•THl!:N•HUE REMAIN 
WEAK, COMPLAINING OF LACK OF REPLACEMENTS, SUPPLI~, AND FOOD •. 

·-
C. IN THE DANANG AREA. ~E HAVE SEEN SIGNIFICANT ENEMY 

ADJUSTMEr.rrs. THE 2ND NVA DIVISION ~AS TO HAVE PA~TICIPATEO IN THE 
DANANG ATTACKS ANO TH£ 3RD NVA DIVISION f1AY HAVE BEEN l'iOVING TOWARD 
DANANG AS YELL. HOWEVERt FRIENDLY OPERATIONS SOUTHWEST OF OANANG 
APPAJ?E,HLY· PREVENTED fHE· 2ND NVA DIVISION FROM JOINING WITH FRONT 
4 F RCES AND IT VAS INSTEAD DIVERTED TO ATTACKS ON TA~ KY ANO CHU LAI. 
EVEN THESE ATTACKS HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT FOR HIM. HE HAS LOST BETTER 
'£HAN A BATTALION FROM KILLED ALONE NEAR TAM KY ANO HAS GOTTEN NO 
CLOSER TKAN 7 KILO~ETERS TO TH~ CITY. AFTER BEING LONG STALLED IN 

. QUANG NGAI PROVIHCE• THE 3RD NVA DIVISIO~ WILL APPARE~TLY NOif ATTACK 
QUANG NGAl CITY RATHER tKALi PROCEED NORTH. THE ATTACK ON DANANG .: ' 
ITSELF APPEARS TO BE ON A REDUCED SCALE VITH ELE~ENTS,OF ONLY ON£ ·• 

~ , .. • FI 
REGI~ENT 50 FAR PARTIClPATIOO. WE HAVE TENUOUS INDICATIONS THAT . • .... • -'!' . 
THE 29TH REGIMENT FROM MILITARY REGION TRI-THlKN-HUE PIAY NOV ·JOIN ; • • . . ,. .. 
IN TH& DA NANG FIG KT ING ATTACKING; FROflJ THE NORTHWEST• -IF SO,.: • ~ , , . :. .. _ ;_ 
THIS REPRESENTS ANOTHER ENEMY ADJUSti~ENt TO HIS PLANS. FOR . . ·:··. . ... !_,~·: • ...... • • 

OPERATIONS.AGAINST THE CITY' • .'. • •. _· :· .. :=~ ~.-.:• 

O. WHILE·THE £N£MY HAS BEEN STRIPPING HIS FORCES FROllf 
THE • NOP.TKEftN B-3 FRONT• WE HAVE HAD tJUf~EROUS IND I CAT IONS OF A~BITIOUS • 
PLANS FOff'.PLEIKU PROVINC£ WITH.EMPHASIS ON THANH AN DISTRICT; HEAVY • 
CONTACT WITH ENEMY FORCES 22 KILOMETERS NORTH OF TH£ CITY ON 18· 
AUG 68 L£FT NEARLY 100 ENEMY KILLED, AND MONTAGNARO tRIBESMEN REPORT, 
BETWEEN 200 TO S00 ENEMY RECENTLY KILLED-BY 8•52 STRIKES IN THE AR~A. 

, 

. . . 
' 



E. SINCE MID-JULY, ijE SAW THE ENEMY DkPLOY AN ENTIRE 
DIVISION f'R0:4 KONTUM PROVINCE SOUTH TO BAN ~E THUOT IN WHAT.HE HOPED 
WOULD BE A QUICK AND HEAVY STRIKE AT A LIGHTLY DEFEJDED TARGET. IT 
NOV APPEARS THAT EVEN A FOURTH REGIMENT, THi 95C, HAS JOINED THE 
CONCENTRATION. HO\#EVER, fJIE REINF'vRCED BAN ME THUOt BEFORE HE COULD 
SET HIS PLANS IN MOTION'. HE HAS THUS, APPARENTLY, LAUNCHED A REC!-· 
MENTAL ATTACK 0~ OUC LAP.SPECIAL FORCES CAMP I~ TH£ HOPES OF DRAVING 
FRIENDLY FORCES FRO~ BAN ME THUOT. THIS DIVERSION HAS ·FAILErr AND 
DUC·LAP HAS BE£N REINFORCED FRO~ ELSEWHERE. NOW THE QUESTION ARISES• 
WILL .HE STILL ATTACK BAH ·-ME THU-OT WlTJi. LESS CHANCE OF .SUCC£SS? ••• 

• I ' 

•. I F. -IM III CORPS THE ENEMY IS ATTE. Pt ING TO .CARRY our 
HIS OBVIOUS ?LAN OF DIVEaSIONARY ATTACKS IN THE OUTLYING PROVINCES 
AS AN EFFORT TO WEAKEN ALLIED DEFENSES OF SAIGON. KOVEVER, HIS .. 
PREPARATIONS fOR THE MAIN BLOV AGAINST .THE CA.PITAL CONTINUE TO SUFFER 
FR Oil FR IENOL Y ACT ION·. lN SUB REG ION 3·-, ENEMY DOCUMENTS ANO PR ISON ER S .. 
ATTEST TO DIFFICULT lES. THE ~2~TH BATTALION FRESH mo~ lV CORPS. ·. -
WAS ALMOSt DESTROYED• THE 294TH BATTALION IIAS DISSOLVED TO PROVIDE· • • 
REPLACEMENTS FOR OTHERS, ANO AT LEASI FOUR OTH"ER BATTALIONS HAVE • - .. 

'BEEN MERGED INTO two. ENE~Y·DOCUMENTS SPEAK OF WLARGE SCALE ATTACKSW . 
TO BE .CONDUCTED IN SR-~ FROM 18 AUG 68 PRIOR TO THE SAIGOrt OFFENSIVE.·. 
THESE: HAVE FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. TO TH£ NO~TH, ELEMENTS OF ?HE 5TH 
VC DIVISION WERE HEAVILY.ENGAGED WEST OF DAU TIENG ON 22 AUG 68. • 
IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS UNIT WAS INTERCEPTED ENROUTE SOUTHWARD TO 
SAIGON. TH£ UNIT WITHDREW NORTHWARD, POSSIBL-Y to TRY ANOTHER ROUTE EAST 
OF .THE MICHEl:IN PLANTATIO~ ... 

G. IN THE DELTA WE HAVE HAD NUMEROUS HARD UlDICATORS OF 
A PENDING MULTI-BATTALION ATTACK ON THE CAI LAY-CAI BE AREAS. BASED 
O~I THESE INDICATIONS, ARVN FORCES SWEPT THE AREA TO TJiE. NORTHWEST -
ANO ON 20 AUG 68 A SENIOR CAPTAIN, DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAYf OF THE 
or-t REGIMENT, WAS CAPTURED. -HE CONFIRMED THE. PLAN FOR ATTACK ON CAI-
LAY • BUT ADDED ALLIED OPERATIONS tiHICli. RESULTED IN THE CO~PROM1S£ •• - • • • • 
OF TH£· BATTLE PLAN ,CAUSED ·ABANDONMENT Or THE OPERATION. ' , ... , .- . ~· , 

• - . . ;· . . • .. • ~ .. .., . - , ~· ' • - ... • - :i • 

5. lN srjMMARY,. THE ·ENEMY'S"· CURRENT. ACTIVITIES ARE GOVERNED •• -. ·._,. •• .­
BY T~O PREDOMINANT FACTORS -~HIS.PLANS AND OUR-· OPERATiONS. HE MUST . 
CONSTANTLY READJUST HIS CONCEPTS; TlMING,~:AND OISPOS~TIONS AS ~UR:· -'. ·' 
OPERATIONS PREEMPT;· KIS -~INITIATIVES. OR D~SLOCATE HIS· PLANS •. ~p 'FAR•·,~ ' ,. 

• NEITHER.·HIS ATTEMPTED DIVERSIONS,..- HIS ,CHANGES OF DIRECTION, ·NOR -HIS' 
, ASSAULTS HAVE ·GAINED SUCCESS •. HE WILL KEEP- SHIFTING HIS FORCES • . 

AND CHANGING HIS .PLANS AS VE .. CONTINUE_...tO HURt HIM AND DISRUPT HIS , •• : '. .•. 
?REPARATIONS. AS HE ADJUSTS, WE SHIFT. OUR COiliBAt POWER ANO HIT. HIM .•. • 
AGAIN. IK THIS WAY WE SPOIL HIS 'AiTACKS,,lNFLICT HEAVY CASUALTIES, · ,. 
AND EXERCISE THE·. INITIATIVE. I. •• • •• • • - ·- - • 

' • I • • \ 

I • • •" . . . 
.. ,: • . .. • I '• .. • . . '• ., , 

DTGi 2~1653Z, AUG 68 . ·• , I • • l 
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FROM VALt ROSTOV • • ·.:. ~ 
TO ·THE .PRESIDENT·· ·, .l 
INFO G£0RGE'CHRISTIAN 
ClTE CAP821'6 . . , 

;. r ..-

rC 9 N F 1 9 E N t l .r L StNSUIV~ 

FOLLOWING ·zs A MEMORANDUM FRO~ ttENRY OWEN 

QUOTE 

tr 'GENERAL EISENHOWER DIES, THERE \dILL, • IT IS SAID, 
B£ SEVE~AL DAYS OF CEREMONY AND MOURNING. 

' . - .. , . :..• 
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DE ~TE 3423 . . 

FROM WALT ROSTO~ 
ro . THE PRES ID ENT 
CITE CAPS2 l 54 

S E 9 A I I 

nEREWITK THIEU ON ENE~Y STRATEGY 

. I 

QU0i£a PRESIDENT THIEU MENTIONED DURING THE COURSE Of OUR 
CBUNKER-THIEU) AUGUST 24 JOINT CONSULTATION MEETING THAT 
HE FELT THE COMMUNISTS HAYS TWO BASIC MILITARY PROBLEMSi 
THEY CANNOT ATTACK WITH· WHOLE UNITS AT THE TI~E ANO PLACE THAT· 
THEY ~IS>f, BECAUSE° OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR DISLOCATING 
AND S?OlLINO ACTIONSs AND THEY CANWOT SUSTAIN AN ATTACK oa 
MAINT.~IN· P0WtR OVER A CAPTURED AREA. THEIR STRATEGY 

•' '· . : , THER£i0R°t WILL B£ TO ATTACK IN WAVES - AN OFFENSIVE OF 3•5 DAYS 
wILL BE FOLLOWW BY WlTHORAVAL AND A 2-3·MONTH PERIOD OF 
?RE?ARATION FOR TKE NEXT WAVE •. THIEU THUS EXPECTS THE CURRENT .• 
0FFE!IISIVE TO LAST UP TO A WEEK, TO BE FOLLOWED B't A PERIOD OF •. • ·.. · : _' -

I 

PREPARATION AND THEN. ANOTHER OFFENSIVE AROUND u.s •. • ELECTI0N .· ..... >. • .. 

Tl~t~ .. THIS DIFFERS- FROM HIS ESTll'IATE OF SIX WEEKS OR TWO- • - .. • ~ ·, . ...· . ~ . 
MONTHS AGO WHEN' HE FELT THAT TH£ CQM~UNISTS WOULD BE ·ABLE TO. - . . . . . ._:;;:,~ ·. 
SUSTAIN AN OFFENSIVE FOR A PERIOD OF.FOUR' OR FIVE.WEEKS. HE.·.: .. : .. _._.;:·.,•,:-:~··=-. 
DOES NOT BELIEVE THE CtiMMUNISTS SE£ ANY PARTICULAR DIFFERENCE , ~-~-• -~:-.;.,--:-:-~ ". • 
BC:T~EEN TnE VARIOUS· u.s. ·PRESIDENTIAL CANOivATES, :CONSIDERINo . .<· .•. ,,..· ~ .'. .. 

1
'.·':'.' 

THE~ ALL IMPERIALISTS AND COLONI.ALISts·. WHAT THE-·C0~Plmnsts· • •• • •• , .. ,.--" ••. ::.· .•. 
ARE SE.EKING IS TO INFLUENCE TH£ AMERICAN PEOPLE DIRECTLY, .TO .. ,.-· · .":: •. ; :, . 
CO~VINCE THEM THAT THE WAR WILL.BE "TOO LONG", AND THAT. AMERICA _... • .. . . 
CANNOT WIN IT•. £ND QUOTE . . . 

DTG 261718Z AUG 68 •• °\ 
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'FOP SECBET 
Monday, August 26, 1968 -- 11:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Geo. Taylor propoaea that the old 
Net Evaluation group, which aaaeaaed relative 
U.S. -Soviet nuclear capabllitlea, be revived ill a 
somewhat new form. 

I bave made aure that Sec. Clifford le aware 
of the recommendation. He will be working with the 
JCS on their reaponae to thi• recommendation. 

I recommend that you budget. at aome time 
convenient to you, for a dlacuasion of the ieaue 
which Geo. Taylor ha• ralaed. 

ID general, I am aympathetlc to Gen. Taylor'• 
llne of thought, given: 

the relative evening up of U.S. -Soviet 
nuclear capabllitiea; 

the poaeibllity that we may enter strategic 
nuclear weapons talk■• 

The critical ieaue will be the beet form of .. 
organization, I auepect. 

WWRostow:rln 

W. W. Roetow 

-TOP SECRET -

DECLASSIFIED 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

PRESIDENT1S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD 

August 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

In the course of the Board's continuing appraisal of the, 
adequacy of our Government•s intelligence coverage of Soviet 
plans and actions affecting u. s. national security, we have 
had discussions of the desirability of reinstituting a periodic 
examination of the relative strategic strength of the United 
States and the USSR. We have noted that the Net Evaluation 
Subcommittee of the National Security Council which had been 
charged with this work was inactivated in 1963 and.that no 
other agency in the government has been given the responsibility 
for continuing an interdepartmental analysis of this matter. 
Meanwhile, from the intelligence point of view, we see the. 
increasing need for reliable information on the statµs of Soviet 
advanced strategic military capabilities, and on related Soviet 
research and development efforts. 

Based on discussions with former members of the Net Evalua-

! 
• 

tion Subcommittee, our conclusion is that the former evaluation t 
procedure would hardly be adequate to cope with the current problem ' 
which is now far more complex than the one which confronted us in 
the past. These complexities arise from the growing sophistication 
of strategic offensive and defensive weapons systems, the many 
unknown factors with regard to the performance of these new 
weapons and the sensitivity of the kind of study which we have 
in mind. 

The kind of analysis we envision would call for an evaluation 
of the composition, reliabil~ty, effectiveness and vulnerability 
of the strategic offensive and defensive forces of both sides, to 
include their command and control systems. It would also call for 
a close study of the urban-industrial structure of both nations in 
order to assess the probable effects of strategic attacks on urban­
industrial targets. 'lliese analyses should be based upon the best 
available information and foreign intelligence. A by-product of 
the kind of new study we ·are discussing would be to focus attention 
on the gaps in the intelligence data and to accelerate measures to 

1
. 

collect the missing pieces. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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After the deveiopment of the best possible understanding of 
the likely performance of the opposing strategic forces, it 
should then be possible to construct one or more scenarios 
for war game purposes in order to measure the interactions of 
these forces in nuclear war. 'llie results would then permit our 
best military and scientific minds to draw pertinent ·conclusions 
as to the relative strength of our forces and the considerations 
which should influence future decisions and actions in the stra­
tegic field.-

The agencies interested in such a study and w~th a contri­
bution to make to it include the White House, State, Defense, 
JCS, CIA, Justice and AEC. Since the study would draw heavily 
upon the scientific community, the President's Science Advisory 
Committee should be included as a participant. 

Taking into account this breadth of governmental interest, 
the question arises as to the best way of organizing it. The 
old Net Evaluation Group did not have adequate scientific support 
to carry on a study of the scope which we are proposing .. Further­
more, it reported through a committee chaired by the Chairman, 
Joint Chiefs of Staff to the National Security Council. Under 
present conditions, the Board believes that the proposed study 
could best be done under the Secretary of Defense acting as 
executive agent for the President. 

Recommendation 

It is the recommendation of your Board that the Secretary 
of Defense be directed to prepare proposed terms of reference 
whereby he would undertake the net evaluation studies in col­
laboration with the appropriate other government agencies, 
along the lines suggested above. 
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:-IER£W IT :1 1'10 SUGGESTED PASSAGES F'Oil'.THE. DRAFT SP!ICH 
'hlCH JOE· CAL Ii AMO 1AJE AVAlLABLl TO ME LA~ NIGHT• • 

. . ~ 

T:-ti: FI~ST, SECRETARY RUSK URGEJ "1£ TO SEND DOWN. ·:. 
i£ .3:\I!l IT w~S NOT COVE.RED I~ HIS SUGGESTIONS. THE ·:._:;: 
P.:-:JPl)S£J PASSAGES roLLOVS I • • .• . _., ., ·. : ~~~: .-:.;;.:;:,.":· :·:·-.. . ....... ,~, . .. 

·t:iERt CA:i st ,o srAaLt P£ACE uNLtss AOGRtsstoN IS • .~-.-­
:;£3I$TEt>1 9UT RESISTI!'iG AGGRESSIO~ IS NOT ENOUGH.·. ·.• .i;· ·:- · . 
T·fAT 115 V-HY WE HA-VE VORKE::> _WITH ~THERSt :. ~-- • ~:. -··_ .• , ... 

• . ' • " . ,. .... • • :~~( :i-~· ~ '. 

••T:'> ~SSIST THE !>EVELOPl~G ~ATI0\\1S1 ·:·-:. _ ·_ : • ·--~; • _._ • 
.,, ... _. 

--r, SUil.:J STURDY REGIOMAL ORBA~IZATIOMS .-IN. i:uitc,111, · 
• LATI~, A'.IIERICA!t, AFRICA~ AN9 ASIA f · .... '', • : . ·:•;;• · '. ~· . · ·, 

• . . • . ··~. . • 
--r~ ·1AU1T ~I~ RATIQ~AL WORL!>I P'JLICIES JN THE FIILDS . 

0~ TR~JE A10 !ONEY I ·~:·.:::··/ , 

A' .• • ' 

··A1&) I PRAY THOSE RESPOiSI3LE I~ !OSCOV ·vILL· ·oRAV ,., · .. 
THE :ORR£CT c,~CLUSI~,1 FO~ VE CAN~OT GO BACK•~ VE CAR 
O'~LY 30 f1RWA~D TO BUILJ AN OR~ERLY WORLD OF JNDEPEIIDINT 
'!At11·-:s e.Nn 1~c11£ASINGLY FREE ~EN... • .• -,· ~ •. .- , 

.. 
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IN ADDITION TO ~HAT FOLLOWS WE HAVE REPORTS FROM PRAGUE THAT 
OUR £MBASSY IS SURROUNDED SY SOVIET OCCUPATION TROOPS. SECRETARY 
i1USi< PLANS TO HAV.£ DOBRYNIN IN TO PROI.ESl. 

J. ~E ARE HAVING 'iROUBLE WITH SOVIET OCCUPATION FORCES AND 
~AY HAVE HOR£. • 

2. YESTE~DAY THREE OF OUR VEHICLES WITH DIPLOl-lATIC TAGS WERE 
STO?Ps:D AND S£ARCHZD AND A BURST Of BULLETS WAS FIRED OVtR THE 
CArt IN WHICH OUR AR~Y ATIACME VAS TRAVEL~ING. HANDERSCHltO•S -
APARTil!ENT VAS. BROKE~ INTO LAST NIGHT SY SOVIET TROOPS ANO A­
SPORtING SHOTGUN RE~OVED. JUST NOW A COUPL£ 07 SOVIET SOLDIERS 
!JlITK RIFLES WERE SIGKIEO IM THE UPPER GARDEtl AROUND TH£ BLORlETA. 
~EAR~ NOW FLYING OUR FLAG FRO~..THERE. 

:- ... 

-
3. AM.PROTESTING THESE INCIDENTS TO-SOVIET E~B BUT·DOUBT.THIS • 
WILL DO MUCH GOOD. BEILEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL.. FOR DEPT TO TAKE 
STEPS IN tl10SCO'' AND ALSO WITH SOVIE.T At1B W.ASHINGTON MAKn>G 
?ROTZST IN APPROPRIATE··FORM WITH WARNING OF SERIOUS 
CONSEQU~NCIS AND REQUESTING PROTECTION OF OUR PERSONNlL AND 
PROPERTY. • -

\ . 
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August 26, 1968 c- ~ 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT ,Jfl/~ 
~!J-Pf; If' 

Herewith summary of an analy1 ls by Al Jenkins of the swing to 

the rl1ht in China. 

For the past 1lx weeka or 10, and mo1t clearly in the paat ten days, 

there ha1 been the moet country-wide ehift toward the con1ervatlve1 yet 

eeen in the past two years. Matters have, in fact, gone 10 far in the 

province• in the dlrectlon of the old-liner• and under mllltary auspices 

that one muat wonder what 11 happening to the poaltlon of Lin Piao himself. 

Current pollcy la certainly dWerent from what he ha■ eepouaed since 1964. 

Revolutionary commltteea have been aet up in the laat few days in 

both Yunnan and Fuklen Province•. Both are completely dominated by the 

mllltary and each of the chairmen have in the paat been under Red Guard 

crltlclam. 

The Red Guards, on the other hand, have fallen on lean daya indeed. 

These move• have been accompanied by the stronge1t measures 

taken to date by the Army to 1top factional fighting. Summary executions 

have been resorted to in a number of instances. A back-to-work movem,nt 

appears to have met with llmited but perhaps slowly growing success. 

Increased Army patrol activity ha1 been noted in Peking in recent 

daya, and an lmportant Army unit long stationed on the Korean border baa 

been moved into Peking. 

~~ 
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There l• nothlq new on the harYe•t, except that Peklng ha• 

entered lnto ur1ent ne1otlatloa• wlth Au•tralla for wheat dellverle• 

after December. Pekln1 l• expected abo to negotlate wlth Canada for 

further purcha•es. 

There ha• been •peculation that the hea.y raln• and the natural 

peak (from melted •nowe far to the we•t) mlaht cau•e devaatatln1 floods. 

SFCBWP:> 



INFORMATION 

Monday, Auguat Z6, 1968 - 8:15 am 

Mr. Preslde11t: 

I don't quite anderstand the 
reference• 1D thl■ letter to you; but, 
after all, lt'a addre ■aed to you -- not 
me! 

W. w. Ro■tow 

WWRostow:rln 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Rawalpindi 
August 13, 1968 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. President: 

With me: janitor -- no, but waiter on tables; 
sweeper -- no, but bellhop; painter of barns 
-- no, but ditch digger; seller of 11real silk 
hose 11 

-- no, but seller of Fuller brushes. 

I don 1t know about you real silk hose salesmen, 
but us Fuller Brush fellers had our own song. 
I can recall the tune, although I can 1t render 
it; but the only words I remember are, "I am 
the Fuller Brush man. For the others I d9n 1 t 
give a damn . 11 

With all the best, I am 

Sincerely, 

Benjamin H. Oehlert, Jr. · 
Amba-ssador 

1 . 

,. . . 
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68HFU>!.N ItAL 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

INFORMATION GK) RGE CHRISTIAN 

Sec. Ruak ha• beeA trylq to reach you Oil the followlA1 matter. 

It appear• that KlealA1er, lA a apeech that wlll be releaaed at 2:30 p. m. 

our tlrne, propo•e• a NATO •ummlt meetlAg. 

Sec. Ruak feela that th.la la an lAapproprlate •u11eatlOA to make IA 

publlc matll lt had beeA at&Hed o_ut prl•ately. He la aak1A1 Lod1• to 

ur1e Klea1A1er to lDdlcate that thl• l• a •1111eatlon about whlch Cienn&Ay 

wlll be coA•ultln& wlt.b. lta a.llle•: 

He •1111e•t• our pabllc poature abould be that we are prepared to 

cOAslder the ldea IA coAsulta.tloA wlt.b. OGr NATO collea1u•a. but A0t to 

commlt ourselve• elther la subat&Ace or la toAe to the propoaltlon. 

~ 
In fact, Sec. ltuak (&Ad I) ma wary of a NATO sw:nmlt meeting 
~ .. 

waleu we lidl worked out IA advance certala conatructlv• meaaure• wlthln 

the Weat to atren1thea NATO and the Weat; for example, &A IAcrease lJa other 

tb&A U.S. NATO contrlbutlon• or mllltary bad1et•, or -- a ••ry lOJll shot -­

a de Ciaulle agreement to let Brltaln l.nto the Common Market. A NATO 

agreement focuaed on the Eaat would be both lAflammatory and dramatize 

the impotence of the Weat wltb respect to the Czech altuatlOD. 

SANffiZEO -
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

~J {)~. ~ 1 
By~ NARA, Da~~.I)~ 
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ED 12951 U(bJl1J>25Yrs 
(CJ 

New ■ubject: We have Juat rec,lved the followln1 

lndlcatln1 a very tough a1reement between 

the Czech• and the Ru- ■ la.n■: 

QUOTE Radlo Free Prague glve• detail■ of a compromlae reached 

between the Czecho■lovak dele1atlon and the Sovlet leader■ ln Moacow 

whlch lt aaya lt learned on Sunday. It report• that lt waa declded ln 

Moacow, amon1 other thln1 ■, that all act■ a1alnat occupatlon troop• are 

to be dl■contlnued on the Ceecho■lovalt alde. The country l• to •tay ln 

the War■aw Pact. Freedmm of the pre- ■ and radlo la to be curtailed. 

All arreated peraon• are to be relea•e~. Be ■ lde ■, lt ha■ been a1reed 

that all occupatlon troop■ wlll 1tay ln the country antll further notice. END 

QUOTE 

We do not know, Lil fact, whether the report la accurate. 

WWRostow:rln 
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

INFORMATION GK> RGE CHRISTIAN 

Sec. Ruak has been trying to reach you on the following matter. 

It appear• that Kie ■ inger, in a 1peech that wlll be relea■ed at Z:30 p. m. 

our time, propose• a NA TO summit meeting. 

Sec. Ru■k feels that thle 11 an inappropriate sugge ■tion to make in 

public until it had been staffed out privately. He l ■ asking Lodge to 

urge Klesinger to indicate that thll la a suggestion about whlch Germany 

will be consulting wlth it■ allies; 

He suggeetl our public po■ture should be that we are prepared to 

consider the idea in consultation with our NATO colleaguee, but not to 

c~it oureelves either in substance or in tone to the proposition. 

~ 
In fact, Sec. Ruek (and I) m .8 wary of a NATO summit meeting 

~ 
unles• we .s8 worked out in advance certain constructive measures within 

.. 
the Weat to strengthen NATO and the Weet; for example, an increase in other 

than U.S. NATO contributions or military budgets, or -- a very long ■hot -­

a de Gaulle agreement to let Britain into the Common Market. A NATO 

agreement focused on the Ea■t would be both inflammatory and dramatize 

the impotence of the We■t with re ■ pect to the Czech situation. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.5 

NLJ /(i.P.c_ I ?-lt>Y 
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. New •ubject: We have Ju•t rec4lved the following intercepted 

broadcaettfrom Hamburg indlcating a very tough agreement between 

the Czech• and the Ru••la.n•: 

QUOTE Radlo Free Prague glve• detail• of a comproml•e reached 

between the Czechoslovak delegation and the Sovlet leader• ln Moscow 

whlch lt •ay• lt learned on Sunday. It reports that lt wa• decided ln 

Moscow, among other things, that all acts again■t occupation troop• are 

to be discontinued on the Ceecho•lovak dde. The country l• to stay in 

the War•aw Pact. Freedom of the pres ■ and radio le to be curtailed. 

All arre•ted peraone are to be relea■ed. Bealde ■, lt ha■ been agreed 

that all occupation troop ■ wlll ■tay in the country untll further notice. END 

QUOTE 

We do not know, in fact, whether the report l ■ accurate. 

WWRostow:rln OeHPl15EH'Ph'aL 
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LlTERALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT 

AUGUST 2 4 • • 1968 

HEitE1.#ITH A C0N\IERSAt ION YESTERDAr OF AMB~SSAD0R 00BRYMIN • 

~ITH SECRETARY RUSX ANO A~1~ASSA00R THOMPSON. 

"THE SECRETARY SAID :n: HAD ASKEO THE A~8ASSAD0R TO CO}lE 
IN FOR A VERY INf0Rftl AL CHA! ABOUT CURRENT PR0i3LEMS.. H!!: BEG:\N 
BY ~E;:ERR ING TO HIS T AL1< ~ITH THE Af!SASSADOR EARL'( IN THE '!IEE!< 
OH DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHOSLOV.~KIA. THE SECRETARY SAID T~AT H.E­
CAME FROM GEORGIA ~ND WAS so:~ITIMES 'REFERRED TO AS SOFT SPCKEtl 
IN :1ANN.E:R. )fg 'ICNDER£D 1iHETHER THE AM9AS.SAD0il HAD IN ANY • 
WAY aEEN l1 lSL[AD aY THE ~ANNER IN 'IHICH HE HAD DISCUSSED THE­
CZECH0SL0VA~ IA P~03LE~, AND ~HETH£R THE AMBASSADOR HAO FULLY 
\J,.DERSTODD TifE SIGNIFICANCE OF W~AT THE SECRETARY HAD TOLD 
HIM A80UT REACTION IN THIS COUNTRY AND THE. POSSIBLE EFFECT OF 
CZE:Ci-iOSLOVAKIA DEVELOPMENTS ON SOVIIT-ANSRieAN RELATIO~s. 

' ' ' 

-
TH:: A{ffiASSAD0R SAID HE HAD FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE SECRETARY'S 

RE~ARKS. H£: SAID THAT THE DECISION VHICH · HIS G0VERNt'IEITT HAD 

.s:-.. 
;. 
c:> 

nADE. WAS OBVIOUSLY NOT AN EASY 0»-E. TH~ REACTION IN T~ UNIT'S:D 
ST:\1'£s·- AND FOR TKAT M'ATTER Ir1 CERTAIN COMI1UNIST PARTIES. HAD 
BfF.N· CL.EARLY PREDICTABLE. -~ HE. HAD-PERSONALLY-THOUGHT THAT .,.-- , • 
S0ltrrI0N ,TO _THE CZZCH PROBLEM KAO BEEN ·FOUND~ BUT S0?'!ETHING • :.·. 
NUST" HAVE HA?PENED TO CHANGE ·rm:-SITUATION. _; IN __ SPECULATING · ,;-:'.· 
ON. WHAT THIS MI.GHt. BE>THE SEC~ETARY REFERRED TO HERR ULBRICHT' S 
VISIT TO CZE:C}f°0SL0VAKIA. 003RYNIN·-.SAID. THAT SOVIET POLICY WAS. 
NOT DET£RM !NED BY HERR· ULBRICHT· OR ·ANYONE ELSE •• Ef\ST GERMANY . 
_,A9 OF COURSE AN IMPORTANT l"JEillBER OF THE ,tARSAW ?ACT; BUT. THE:-: 
SOVIETS KNE! . .J HOW TO SAY N.0 TO HERR· ULBRICHT.·. LATER -IN- THE .• 
CONVERSATION AMBASSADOR TH0~PS0N • Sf>ECIJLATED ON· THE ROLE OF THE 

p tCZEC!iOSLOVAK IA PRESS • IN EFF£CT.UJG !HE SQV !ET :REACT !ON• AND 
~8ASSAf)0R D0BRYNIN ACKN0liL~DGED THAT TH.IS WAS CERTAINLY- A • 
FACTOR •. - AMt3ASSADGR ooaaY~ HI SAID T-HAT HIS C0U~SEL0R- HAD .·- •. 
RETURNED FROM M0SC0'1' LAST =4EEKEND,. AND HiAD TOLD HIM 'TiiA! MOST-
DP THE SCVEIT LEADERS VERE ·ow VACATION. D0BRY~IN HAO BEEN • 
OM THE' V~RGE. OF~ .. ASK.ING,-PKR:4-ISSICH·· ro. ACCOM?ANY' HIS ~HFE -'AND'' 
DAUGtrn:tr:·wHEN t:iEY RETUR~ ·TO THE SOVIET tJNION. N!XT TUESDAY. 
lff! INDICATED. HE HI\D RECEIVED WORD OF THE CHANGE -rN SOVIET 
POLIC'( ONLY A SHORT TIMt 'SEFOR£ HE:.HAD INFORMED. THE PRESIDENT 

', A&OUT-IT. • • 
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~H£N THE SECRiTf\R't !ND!CAT:J THP.T Hi: HAD B:":E~l .S1.f:?PRISED 
aY Tiii SOVIET ACTION, DOBRYNIN t\TTEMPTE~ TO Jusrn·y IT LARGELY 
Ct: THE 3ASIS CF INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHOSLOIJ!-\!<L~. THE. 
SECRETARY SAID TiiAT lJE H;\0 SEEN Nu nmr:ATIONS THAT CZECHOSLOVA~IA 
INTZNDED TO LEAVE THE WA7tSAW PACT OR CONDUCT ITSELF IN A~Y 'JAY 
0Tii£R THAN AS A MZi-l'BER OF THE SOCIALIST CAMP; DCBRYNIN S.~ID 
THAT IN HIS VIE 1J rr H.~D-BECOME .Cl.EAR T}f.~T DUBCEK '!/AS A 1tEA~ 
U:ADC:R ~ HO W ~S ALLCr..J ING THJNGS TO DRIFT• AND ._THAT. IN THESE ·.-­
CI:?CU'~STANCZS THE. RIGHT ~AS STE:\DILY GA!~ING INFL!JENC~, AND 
THE SCV IETS THOUGHT THAT DUBC~K WAS LOSING CONTROL OF THE 
SIT1J.'\1ICN •. rx::s;: DEVELOPMENTS WEnE. LEADING_ IN THE DIR~TlON 
OF A SITUATION IN VHICH CZECHOSLOVAKIA, tJOULD NO LO.NGER BE A 
:-1!::M·EER OF. T}{E ~ARSA~ PACT• • OOBRYNIN· EMPt\liSIZED THAT .THE CZZCM 
ECONO~IC.REfORMS HAD NOTijING TO DO WITH THE CASE_AS tHE SOVIETS 
CONSID£R£D'·•tSiAT .THIS WAS· ·A· MAT.TER. FOR. THEM.---ALONE TO DECIDE •• . ~ = . . . . ~ • • • . 

·:_; 7.. •. :. .• 

• WHEN THE· SECRETARY AGAIN REFERRED TO THE· POSSIBLE EFFECTS 
OF RECENT DEV~OPMENTS ON SOVIET-·MtERICAN-R£LATIONS, DOBRYNtN 
S~IO THAT HE COULD TELL THE SECRETARY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
INSTRUCT IONS TO SAY, IN CASE Tiif SUBJECT WE~~ RAISED, T>fAT _ 
Tii£ SOVIET UNION DESIRED TO CONT !NUE TO MAKE PROGRESS UPON· 
TH~ 3!LATERAL QUESTIONS 'lITK 1'HlCH THEY HAD !3£EN DEALING. 
3EFORE THE RECENT CZECH EVENTS. HE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO 
THE PEACEFUL USES OF ATOM IC ENERGY- AND nn:- STRATEGIC MISS IL~ 
?RO~LEM. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT.IT WOULD PROBABLY-BE IMPOSSIBLE 
fOR THE UNITED STATES TO PROCEED IW1EDIAT:.LY IN THESE MATTERS 
'JHILE. THE INTERNATIONAL SITU~TION WAS STILL SO JJHCL.EAR •. 
:.JIIHOUT ~ISHING TO ?RESS THE SECRS:TARY HS tiONDERED 111€TH£R 
;)S A ii~TTE~ OF POLICY, UNRELATED TO TIMING, THE UNITW STATES· 
lJOULD ALSO 1'ISH TO PROCEED TO DEAL VITH THESE PROBLEMS.· 

THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HIS REPLY ~OU};) HAVE TO CONSIST·, 
o, T~O STATEM£NTS. THE FIRST ~AS THAT-FROM THE BEGINNING or 
:ns AON INISTRATION THE .PRESIDENT ~AS PROFOUNDl y AND PASSIONATELY 
INTERESTED IN ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF. ?E~CE: AtlD IN PR0?10THJG 
3ETTER RELATIONS AND ·BETTER. UNDERSTANDING 8£!\IEEN OUR T~O. - . ~- , 
COUNTRIES • .-· V-i OF·- COURSE. HAD D.IFFERENCES~.- AND SOME OF THESE... -~·-,_ •• • 
;-iOULD REMAIN ·sut IN THIS ATOM IC AGE THE. PRtS-IbENT·'.' CONSIDERED,'.;,'. 
It· ESSKNTI~L TO DO EVERYTHING,·HE COULD ·10 • DU1 ItUSH- DANGERS o;: ·~ -· 
CONFLICT. THE SECRETARY MENTIONED THAT THE· PRESIDE~lf• HAD·./ "·· • .. 
TODAY MET WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL. LEADERSHIP •. MANY. OF THESE : 
MEN HAO BEEN SCATTERED· ABOUT THE COUNTRY, • AND. THEIR· RE.C\C'f IONS 
RErLECTED Ti¼E SERIOUS UIPRESS!ON WHICH THE' CZECH DEVELO~ENTS • 
HAD HAD ON THE AMERICAN PEOPLE •. IT APPEARED THAT THE PRESIDENT . 
~OULD 3£ SUBJECT To·stRONG CRITICISt'r FOH HIS EFFORTS IN BUILDING 
BlTTtR REL AT IONS ~ ITH THE SOVIET UNIO~. NEVERTHELESS, HE 
COULD ASSURE THE AMBASSADOR -OF T·HE _P;?ESIDENt• S DEEP CO~MITMENT 
TO ·rttr: CAU~ OF P£ACE. • • 

PRESERVATION COPY 



THE SECOND PART OF HIS ANS\JER 'iAS THAT AT TH:: PRESENT 
STAGE HE Sli1PLY COULD NOT S.~Y l4HAT THi POLICY OF THE UNITED 
STATES ~OULD BE UPON THE PROBLEMS UNDER DISCUSSION WITH rm: 
SOVIET UNION. 

-- •• THE "SECRIT'ARY- EXPRESSED THE HO?°£ THAT .PRisrnf!-if ·svoai5riA' s 
VISIT TO MOSCO'/ WOULD BE SUCCESSFUL. DOBRYNIN SAID THAT 
SV030DA \iOUl..D STAY ON UNTIL TH~' m:n DAY WHEN HE !JOULD RETll1N • 
10 CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE SECRETARY RAISSD THE QUESTION OF. 
THe' SAFETY OF THE CZECi{ LEADERS,. AND DOSRYNIN SAID THAT ~HILE 
OF COURSE HE HAD NO SPECIFIC INFORNI\TION• HE WAS CONVINCED. 
1:atAT NO HARi1 ,.,IOUl.D COME TO !>U3CE!< OR THE- OTHER CZECH PERSONA­
LITIES. IN THIS CONNECTION THE SECRETARY REFERRED TO THS· 
CZ2C}f R.ADIO BROADCAST COM~ENTING ON THE conPOSITION Or THE 
C?ECH DELEGATION THAT HA!) GONE TO MOSCOW. 

THE SECRETARY ME~lTIONED THAT THE PRESiuE:\IT HAD GONE TO 
lHE RANCH. WE HAO RECEIV~D IN THE LAST F'E'J. HOURS A NUL"19EH 
OP ALARMING RUMORS ABOUT A POSSIBLE SOVIET INVASION OF 
R01IANI1\. TH£ SECRETARY EMPHASIZED TH!\T THESE RU~ORS HAD NOT 
COM&' TO US FROM THE ROMANIMIS. THE AMEASSADO:l ':fOULD SURELY 
~ A!JAP.£ Of WHAT THE EFFECT SUCH ACTION '?JOULD HAVE: UPON THE 
O~ITED ST ATES OPINION COM ING ON TOP OF THE RECENT SOV !ET ACTiml 
IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. TH~ SECR~TARY EXPSCTED THE P~£5ID£NT· TO 
TELEPHONE HIM AS SOON AS HE ARRIVED AT TKE RANCH AND RECEIVED 
Tjt!SE REPORTS, ANO THE SECRET ARY DID NOT KNOW \iH.t\T Ht S.HO ULD 
p.EPLY. HE ASKED WHETHER DOBRYNIN HAD ANY INFORMATION ON • 
THIS SUB,JECT. DOBRYN tN SAID Ht H.aD NEITHSR SEEN NOR HEARD 
AfJY HJD!CATION !IHATEVER Or ANY CONTEMPLATED SOVIET ACTION 
IGAINST RO~AINA, AND DID,NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE ~AS ANYTHING. 
1'3 THESE RUr10RS. ON. THE COtITRARY, HE REFERRED TO THE 'iAR:1 
GREETINGS WHICH THE. SOVIET L&ADERSHI? HAD SENT TO THE ROM ANIA~l 
"!'ADERS ON THE- OCCASSION OF ,THEIR NATIONAL HOLIDAY. 

• .• • ' . . I • 

THE SECRETAHY CONCLUDED THS corJVERSATION BY STATING THAT 
H! DID NOT' CONTEMPLATE. IM FORMING THE'r PRESS OF. AMBASSADOR 
DC3RYNIN• S .VISIT." - ' 
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--ALSO FREI AND HIS PARTY MAY LOSE POPULAR SUPPORT IN 
1969 ANO 1970 ELECTIONS. ,. 

' -•AID IS WORKING ON EMERGENCY FOOD AND PO~ER-GENERATING 
PROGRAMS. 

-4. MEXICO· 
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SATURDAY· 

PM 3 • 02 

rno;.;:-HIS -TIME TO, OURS, -
.,. 

$~Nf' 
• "i:CCIHO 

WHCA 

--~or OF euSIN[SS ALONE,~OR 0~ LABOR AL9NE; 
., 

--NOT A PARTY OF FAR~ERS, OR OF CITY -DWELLERSJ 

--NQT A PARTY OF O~E'jACE• OR OF ONE RELIGION; 

eUT A ?ARTY EQU~LLY STRONG IN EVE~r PART AND REGION OF 
TH£ NAT ION. ~'.J, ,, 

_--- •-~~ AA;t: tffE,rPARt '{-cYf_ PROGR~s~, _ A~D or socr~AL 
I 
ACTION. 

Jj,!~-iooK ~DIC;% OOP'r I . 
.IC 
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--THEY KNOW THAT SO~E OF OUR PEJPLE A~£ TROUBLED ABOUT 
THE SECURITY SURDEr~s WHICH TH£ TwENTIC:TH CEt'HlJRY HAS THRUST 
UPON US; 

--TH£Y.XNO~ THAT SOME ARE TROUBLED BECAUSE THE PACE OF 
SOCIAL PROGRESS IS TOO SLOW, Aj0 OTHt~S STILL BECAUSE THEY 
THINK IT IS roo RAPID. ' • - • 

(THE DAILY LIFE OF OUR SOCIETY I$ CARRIED ON BY PRIVATE 
eusvu:ss~ av· ORGANIZED LABOR, AND BY· PUBLIC ANO PRIVATE 
INST !Tut IONS. THEY FUNCTION WI THI~ A .BROAD FRAMEWORK Of LAV'-. 
ESTABLISHED BY OUR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT,' AND ~'(. TH£ GOVERN.MENtS· 

__ Of~~~E.V~~SIAtt.;• • _: : ~;;_,· • . ~· 

;(.};P.0X:~~Mr QlJiI:CKi OOP!' 
.It 

.. ' ... 
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IF ~E LOOK BACK to tHE DARK DAYS o, 1932, 1 THINK EVERY 
A:1ERICAN W:lULD AGREE THAT OUR NATION HAS ACCOMPLISHED NEARLY 
MIRACULOUS SOCIAL PROGRESS IN THE SHORT SPACE OF A GEN~~ATIOH. 

THE POSITION Of LABOR ~AS BEEN TRANSFORMED. 
!~ 

CJ) THE RIG RT-. TO VORK--THE EQUAL .R IGhi OF EVERY PERSON 
ro:rHE DHHHTY OF WORK, ANO'TO THE TRAINIOO-HE NEEDS TO 
tQUl?· HIM FOR AN HONORABLE ANO· PRODUCTIVE PART IN TKE ECONo'MiC 

-: "Lit-~E'_.~!-,HE. . ~t~~~Nj IC ADO PARA •. OF DETAIL> • ~- ,. , 
- • ,: • ,'\ • .-AJJ.~~ • 
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OF SUBVERSION WAS TO SUPPORT REVOLUTIO~AMY FORCES 0?£RATING 
~!THIN. THE COUNTRY. 

IN TH£ DISCUSS!ONs···-vE H·AVE PROPOSED FOR THE REDUCTION' .•• • :. 
OF TENSION IN ;unOPE~ NO• TOPIC WOULD BE BARHEO.) ~ 

f ·J: _, ., 

OUR PROPOSALS·OFFER tHE SOVIET UNION FAR GREATER 
ASSURANCE or SECURITY THAN .ITS- TRAGIC AND. BRUTAL ATTEMPT: 

-:-.~ .:z. -~-~~;;:s ~~ff_DO,.' _N CZECHOSL'OVAKI_~ ,av _FORCt~ 

;t.•~\IiffOM: ~tJfeKi 00Pr 
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-(THAT ACT IS A BARE FACE.D AGGRESSION,' IN OPEN CONTEMPT 
OF THE U~ITED NATIONS CHARTER. 

~ 

TMER£ IS NO 
CF THE AJ..-FAIR • 
~il.l HAVE. BEEN 

• 
US£: AT TKIS. POINT _IN GOING OVEa; THE: HISTORY ':·.' 
AND REVIEWING· TH~ PLACES WKE:{~~_MISTAKES MAi., .. .' 
"'ADe- '- ., ,. "· 

J 

n ~• -~.J 
~ l j ~ ~! ,,. .. , .... .. .. , 

p~JJOOK ~lN:C!Ki OOPY 
. )'_ 

. •"·.,. ... 
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W.E ARE MEETING TONIGHT AS· A PARTY. AND-WE SHAU GO INTO-THE - • 
!:l..2CTIONS AS MEN ·ANO· W01'1£N BATTLim; FOR OUR PARTY. -~ ··i . • ·_.:~ • 

. , ~.... . t ., • • ., .... "°1i f' • .I • 

BUT' LEt US .. N£VfR FORGET. THAT WE AR£ .·AMERICANS FIRST,· AN~(-~~-:•,. .:-' •• _(',~-:.-1.;-_-,i:•·:·:-'. 
DEMO CR ATS SECOND •. ·-s'_-: . • . , , .• ·_; '.- .·-:. •···• .... · :.··,+·.t .. _ · ·. • ..... ·; · -..,;y ;.~ f~/-:~:;·{~· n•?\~,~~►~~ Jj;:\(( e. 

l I • . •. _;. • ,, .... t,; • ·.,. •·.~ .. -.. - . ,, • ..,.. • . ... , ,X_."'" )_., -~ .. ,4"~, .. ,fi~ .. ,: .,, '•/·~,...:; ·-~"'-;•"'.<! •• .) 

witkkE .A. ·co'~MUNIT~ ~->~~ \u~•T.ION;"··;~~-UND ··~ooETHEi/ B;Y~ SH~~£nt~~i~~'~(:~\f~~:~1)l;~/ • 
t1E!'IOR !ES .. AND SHARED,, VALUES, ~s'f HOPES ANO. DRE_~il§~. VH~C_H .,HA~,~J;~ J>'r :.,i:/~Jt;~~t...f4'. f. 
INSPIR.ED EVER~.:~£~-~RAtl~N· _OJi\~_UR:;..~1s~9.~Y •,;,\·}~i<j\'-\·r'"r.->~·_,:·:'~:f:·.~~•.l '' "~f!t:·':·y~ ~::}'h ~' -..-:· ;~·­
.. ::-.-·· <_'; !.> .'· •• ••: •. :\; '.·'.•-i.',.' ,<,:\,I'~.(;,' :~;r~~ ':,-:! ~:': ;,, °'.ZT'-~: .. ."'~~:-;;. :,c!..r~: • ~~ ; ' :_:•··.:.: L-: ;-_UK-~~ ~. :r •,t~P,'~·~Jii~f'~ji{.{ :> /. 
'·' _ ... BEY ONO :ouR-·-DIVIS IONs•:AND'~Qtnf D£BAT~s·.:•: VE -AR£~ ONE' PEO~E'~ .. ·•.~-.:.::., •~t-;f';;.;.i; i ~i~~Jrt 
£V£N''·tHE. t'lOSr,· ANGRY :·o~ 6UR .YOUNG:. 1.ilEN HEAR:''WHAT' PR[SIDENT';~·•}~~---i~1~t. :.)},· I ''fi,:;: /:~;J~ 
LINCOLN CALLED Tlit'; ~IIISTIC CHORDS OF·· MEMORY~ WHICH STRETCH•··.· .. Ht' .>. '· :r,..: tr~f.·!-f.: -. 
SAID,· _ .. FRO!tl EVERY SATTLEFIELD AND • .PAIRI0!._8RAV£. to·· EVE~Y·;J-IVING ·:1 • Jf.':.~·•\; '.~:~~'.·~· 
HEART ANr> H.EARTHSTONE~.f.OF·:THIS.LAND-.: .. ·.:\"';;:.·· ... ·.·~--. . .::· ~~·r.\-~ .. ,:·::·:,.·,,\t:·,}r:h.~-/-· 

PR~IDENT L·~NcoLN • ·~mlouNCEri ·;THES·~·~~oRO~-D.URING r>ii:·-\}\ :!~(:•:.· , \l~!•.?··· ••• • 
Gi1AVEST CRISIS I~ OUR EXPERIENC£. AS A NATION. HE SOUGHT,- ·:~:·~·.·.·y ·•• :·.~;. 
AND SOUGHT H! VAIN, TO P~·EVENT THE WORST ·TRAGEDY IN OUR 

1 

.. 

HISTORY, TH~ WAR A~O~G BROtHE~S. , 
.\. 
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VIA POUCH 

SEC1\E1/SENSITIVE 

Mil. PRESIDENT: 

Saturday, Aap■t 24, 1961 
2~0 p.m. 

Tbla al&thentlc report fll. a Soviet pltcb to Indla11 Fonlp 
Secretary Dayal la laadaatllla •• aa exerd■e la o. S. -Soviet 
parallell•m. 

The Raaalan, la Ju■tifyhaa the npply of aome Soviet arm■ to 
PaJd■tua., ur1•• oa IDdla many of tbe aame tlwaga •• would urge 
oa them: 

- - D-Ormallsatlon of relation■ with Pakl■tan; 

-• alp &be NPT: 

.... doa•t worry too much about a few tank• for Ayub; etc. 

Behind tllltt la a fear of illcreued Cbbae■e 1Dflue11ce la Paklataa 
alld a de■lre -- at the preaeld time, at leaat -- for peace aa tbe Rb· 
contln.em. 

Sl:ettl!T1SENSinVE attachment 

L I r'1J.. 

W.. W. llo•tow 



..aEGRET- August 24, 1968 
FROM WALT ROSTOW 
LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith a conversation yesterday of Ambassador Dobrynin 

with Secretary Rusk and Ambassador Thompson. 
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:r . ~~ The 'Sec.retary said }:le had· asked t:he Ambassador to come 7 
'in for. a ver.y informal chat about cu1.·rent problems. He began 
by referring to·his talk with the Ambassador early in the we:ek 
on developments in Czechoslovakia. Tha Secretary sai.d that he 
came from Georgia and was sometimes:referrcd to as soft: spoken 

·, in ·manner. • .He wondered whether the: Ambass~dor had in any way 
: been mislead by; the m,anner in which he had discussed the 
Czechoslovakia problem, and whether-- the Ambassador .hat;l fully 

... 

• _understood the sign1.ficance of' what the Sec~etary had told 
, • him about r~actioi:i in this country ~nd the possible effect of 

Czechos lovaki.a !develQpme1.1ts on Sovi~t .. American relations. 

The Ambassador said he had ful~.y understood the Secretary's 
remarks. He said that the decision which his .Government had 
tna'de was obviously not an easy one.: The reaction in the United 
States 'and for that matter in certa~n Communist parties had 
been_ clearly predicta~.>lc. : He had p~rsonal.ly thought that a 
s_olut:f.on to the Czech problem ·had b~en ~ouna, but.: something 

, must have happened to .change the sit1.1at1on. In speculating 
on what thi~ might be the.Secretary: referred.to ~err Ulbricht's 
visit -to· Czechoslovakia. :Dobrynin said that Soviet policy·was 
not determined by Herr Ulb

1
rich_t_ or ~nyone else. East Germany 

•. was of course an importa~t· member o·f the· Warsaw Pact, b1.1t the 
• Soviets kn~w how tol say no to_.Herr Ulbricht. Lat~r in tho. 

L DECLASSIFIED J 
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convcn.·sation Ambassador Thompson spe~.ulate·d on th0 role of the 
Czechoslovakia press in effecting-the Soviet rcaccion, and 
Ambc\ssador Dobrynin acknowledged that ·this was certainly a --
factor. Ambas saclor Dobryni\1 said . that· hi.s ·cotn\s e.lor had 
1·et:u1:ned from Moscow last weekend, and had told hi.m that roost. 
of the Sovl~t leaders wel·e on vacation. Dobrynin had been 
on the verge of asking pennission to accompany his wife and 
daugh t.:er • when · they i::e tur.n to the Soviet Union next Tuesday. 
He indicated he had received word of: the change in Soviet 
policy only a short time befor.o he had informed the Presider~t 
about :i.t. 

When the.Secretary indicated.t~at he had-been surprised 
by the Soviet action, Dobrynin attempted to j\.tStify it largely 
on the baois of internal development~ in Czechoslovakia. The 
Secretary said that we had se.~~n no in~ications that Czechoslovakia 
intcnd~d to leave the Warsaw Pact or. conduct 'ltsel.f in any way 
othe1· than as a member of the socialist camp. Dobry11in said 
that in his vlew it had beco11)e clear that Dubce1c was a weak 
leader who was allowing things to drift, and that in these 
c"ircumst:anccs the right was steadily. gaining in.tluence, and 
the Soviets thou~1t that Dubcek was losing control of the 
situation. Thesa developments ·were .leading in the direction 
of a sit:.uation in which Czechoslovakia would no longer be?. a • 
member of tie WarRaw Pacit,. Dopr)'.l1in ,e1\mhr3st~ed "~hat at.'.he ~zee-h . csonoi· C re pr§S act not.u:l.\lR to dO Wl. t:tt ~t11e (',as~ ·as ;tie. ,vJ.1:!tS c ns~ diea ~na. t 1s was a matter for them a1one to eci e. 

en t e ecretary again referred to the possible effects 
of recent developments pn Soviet-American relations, Dobrynin 
sai<l that he could. tell the Secretary that he had received 
instructions to st1y, in case the subject were raised, that 
the Soviet Union desired to conti.nuc: to make progress upon 
the bilatel'al questions •with which they hnd be;:e.n dealing 
before the recent Czech events. He referred specifically to 
the peaceful uses of atomic energy and the strategic missile 
problem. He understood that it would probably be impossible 
for the United St.ates to proceed :i.mrnediatcly in these matters 
,cliile the-international situation .was still so unclear. 
Without wishing to press the Secretary ho wondered whother 
as a matter of po,l.icy, unrelated to timing, the United States 

. would al.so wish t:o procee<l to deal with these problems. .. . .. . .. . . 

The Secretary.said that hi~ reply would have .to consist 
of two s ta ternen ts. The first was tht, t fr.om the beginn:i.ng of 
hls admini.stration the Presi.dent was profoundly and pass:i.onately 
intc.rcs ted in adv£mc:l.ng the cause of: peace and in promoting -
better relations and better understanding between our two 
-counttics. we·qf ~our~c had differences> and some of thc~e 

SiiPt:eT/NODIS 
---,:...;...~--
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would remain but in this atom:l.c age :the President considered 
it essential to do everything he could to diminish dangers of 
conflict. Th~ Secretary mentioned that the Presid~nt had 
today met with the Congressional leadership. Many of these 
ruC::n had been scattered about the country, and their reactions 
reflected the serious impression which the. Czech developments . 

.... -·· had bad on. the American people. It appe.a,~ed that.: the President 
wbuld.be subject to strong criticism for his·efforts in build­
ing better relations with the Soviet Union. Nevertheless, 
he could assure the Ambassador of the President's deep commit-
ment to the cause of pea co, • • 

The socond part of: hi.s answer ,;,-ias that at the present . 
stage. he stmply could 1.1ot say what t:he. policy of the United 
States would be upon the pi·oblems u11:dcr discussion with the 
Sovic~t Unlon. 

The Secretary expressed the hope.that President Svoboda's 
vis:i.t to Moscow would be successful.: Dobrynin said that 
Svoboda would stay on until the next day whC::n he would return 
to Czec.hoslovakia. T.h.e Secretary raised 'the question of 
the saf cty of the Czech leaders, and. Dobrynin sa:i.d that while 
of course he had no specific information, he was convinced 
that no hai.,n would come to Dubcek or the other Czech persona­
lities. In this connection the Secretary referred to the 
Czech radio broaclcast commenting on ·the composition of the 
Czech dele.gation that had- gone to Moscow . 

. • The Secretar.y mentioned thu t the President had gone to 
the Ranch. We had received in the last i:ew hours a number 
of alarmi.ng rumo.1.·s about a pos~ible Soviet invasion of 
Romania. The Secretory emphasized ~hat these rumors had not 
come to us from the Romanians. The Ambassador would surely 
be aware of what the effect S\2ch action would have upon the 
United Stc1tes opinion coming on t.op ;of the recent Soviet action 
in Czechoslovakia. The Scc1.~etary expected the President. to 
telephone him as soon as he arrived .at the Ranch and received 
these repo1.·ts,. and the Secratary d:!.~ not know what he should 
reply. He asked whether Dobrynj.n had any information on • 
this subject. Dobrynin said he had 'neither seen nor heard 
.any j_ndication·whatever of: any contemplated Soviet c1ction 
against Romania, fmd did not believe that there. was anything 
to these rumors. On the contrary, he referred to the warm 
greetings which the Soviet. leadership had son~ to the Romanian 
leaders on.the occasion of their National holiday. 

The Secretary concluclcc1 the conversation by stating tl)at 
he did not cont'c1mplatc tnforming the press of Ambassador 
Dobrynin's visit," 
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

August 24, 19 68 

Cleveland from NATO reflects in the following the same anxiety 

as Saragat about too forthcoming a U. s. -Soviet posture in present 

. environment. 

DECLASSIFIED , 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 • . 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Onidehne., 
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1. UNTIL THIS WEEK ~SSUMPTION OF EUROrEAN ALLIES 
, 'HAS BEEN THAT SOME MAJOR UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN US 

.'AND SOVIET UNION ON STRATEGIC ARMS LI.MITATION, OR 

. EVEN VIETNAM, WERE MAJOR AIM OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. 
·.' -IN HIS REMAINING MONTHS .• IN OFFICE. PRESS STORIES FROM 

· -~. ASHINGTON THIS MORNING HAVE HELPED FAN RUf"lORS, ALREADY. 
, CfR-qjLATING IN NATO HEADQUART.ERS, THAT THE UNITED 
t.STAT~STILL HOPES THIS ~iAY BE POSSIBLE, DESPITE 

·,· .. -~CZECHOS~. _ - ' i 2. SOVIET ACTION--H~.S--OF'--CO.l.lRSJ: _ _JRODU'CED A SHOCK . ,I 
!WAVE AMONG _EUROPEAN ALLIES ~JHICH7""0R--T-IME-BE1NG .\',•\A ·_ 

·' • •• ~-F'UMDAMENTALLY ALTERS THE· POLITICAL CLIMATE. EVEN vvv · ·.·• 
DOVISH ALLIES ARE CANCELLING EAST~wssT VISIT~ AND 

•• l CONSTRAINING OTHER CONTACTS; GERMAN21S AND ITALIAt~S 
~ HAVE HASTENED TO RELATE THEit< NPT SIGNATURES TOTHE. 

.:. • .. SOVIET PRESENCE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. IN THESE CIRCUM- • · , • 
·:·· STANCES I AN RESPONSIBLE FOR FLAGG I NG, BUT° DO NOT NEE • ; ' 
• ; TO BELABOR, THE NEED FOR PRIOR co-NSULTATION IN NAC ' • 
• .. '' ON A:~Y US-SOVIET MOVES, EVEN PROCEDURAL· ONES, A°J THIS , . 

• M0.MEtH IN .EUROPEAN HISTORY. THE GHOST -OF US-SOVIET .- •• .' ·· 
·CONDOMINIUM IS ALW~Y_S READY TO WALK AGAI.N. ! • · • .• ·: • : 

t" • . . • ••• 

,·3.· \,JS HAVE OF COURSE ·"CONSULTED" ABOUT THE IMMINENCE • 
OF TALKS ON OFFENSIVE-AND DEFENSIVE STdRATEGIC SYSJEMS, 

~ AND ALLIES WITHOUT _EXCEPTION W~RE ENCOURAGING US ~ . 
:; TO GET ON WITH IT. sur· THES~' PREVIOUS, DISCµSSIONS" .• : 
/-'WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTE.D AS ADEQUATE NOTICE OF· ANY , . 
•• MOVE ON THIS :TOPIC IN-THE CHANGE0 CLIMATE. · ' 
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FR011 !JALT ROstmi·' · 
TO .THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP82098 • 
, 

~EeH!T 

·suaJZCTi CI,\ REPOHT ON THE SITUATIOII u~· CZECHOSLOVAKIA AS 
Or 4 PM EDT 

..c: 
c.,.) 

-cJ 
-p-
-< 

. . . .. • . • ;· .. •. . . . ·. . ~ . . • . . \ . ' 
THF:RE· tS··tITTLE NEWS THUS FAR ON THE SVOBODA· MISSION . 

TO ~osco~. ACCORDING TO AN,·ACCOUNT REPORTEDLY CARRIED ON,.·· 
M05C0'4 TSLE'IISION ,···THE: TALKS. TOOK • PLACE'· 1'.0DA)' · IN I\ .~fRI\NK~. 
ATi'iOSPMER·~.~:AND· -.·ILL'.:_ BE CONT IN UED"·•TOMORRO'i.· 

DECL SII·IED 
E.0. 12958, C. 3.6 

NLJ ~Ac. IP~-/ 
By, • NARA, Date -8-1> 3 
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. "'t'bN IGHT ~·/AND~. GENERALLY;·. t}:iROOOl,OlIT:-CZECHOSLOVAKII\ ,WAS·· guIET ... , 
• i ... ~ .. : -~;_·:-,t.;~ ,f .. ~.t~::~f ... : / ~-... , ·i·/i' ,~-~.:,~i:3~ ~ ~-~·:··':·.·· .... ; . . . · · · , · 

• :..•''.1' ttERE ~ HAVE 'l3£EN :·No·, SIGN u:.ICAN"r·:MILITAHY))E.VELOPME:NJ $_;_'~ •• ,, 
f?ELATED TO .THE.: sr:ruAT ION :JN}CZECHQSLOVAl<Hf--DUR um, 1.THE:'~.P~Sl': 
EIGHT·: HOUR·s~.' THERE' ;lS . .'NO.-.EV-IDENCE .. OF;.ANY ... iTJ-IREATEN ING;• 

. NOVES ~· TOli ARD •• RUMANIJ\: .BY."/$,OV u:r ,.~;~ HUNGARIAN/ P.R.·BULGARIAN:".ARMED . FORCES~ - ...... ,. , .. , •·······•"'· .. ~ .. , .... ,.. -· . .. • . 

• . .'-::· ::; ~~~~~:~: }~~- , . 
; ·~~ouscsx•s ~IFE~A»o·~~Q\SQNSrRETURNED·rro1 CZECHOStOVAKIA 
• TODAY·; :'.·ACCO{?DING: to-' A RE~mn:.'BROADCA ST ;BY·.i ONILOr'.':.-THE>,CLANDESJ'I NE 
RADIOs·.~:·tHE; SAME.•. REPORT:. ·ALSo.::rND ICt'\TE.D. 
THAT•:'.DUBCtK• S MOTHER. PLEADE:If.:11 ITH THE·:SOVIEt·.'. COMMf\NDER IN 
3RAiISLAVAJTO·RELEASt HER ·SOH~.··sHE ~AS TOLD·THAT:DU~CE~;WAS 
tWT' · INTE:IlNEO,: 3 ur;." ~iE. ARE NEG OT IATI Ns·· w ir H ·urM. ~ ·, THE.,,. • •• ·_. :_.· ~ 
COMM.ANDER' ... ADDED THAT DUOC~K--HAD BROKEN. PR0211SES .·HE !MD. MADE 
TO·'·t~/sovu:rs. AND THE· OTH£R.~ARSA'i .PACf INT!!:RVENTIONISTS 
AT THE. BRAT ISL

0

AVA·· CONFERE:tlCE. , • • • 
• • ·: .•.•. :· •. • :.· ·: .. •. •.• ·: '. '~ ' ... .• • .. 

: MEAN!#HILE.'AT ·THE RUMANIAN £M8ASSY :IN PEKHiG, ·CHINESE. 
?R£MI£R. CHOU Efl-LAl WAR:1LY SALUiED TH5: RW1ANIP.NS,. THEIR 
AMMIVrRSARY, .• AND.THEIH OPPOSITIO?J TO THE'".WARSA\1 ·rlVE' ;;9 
INT~RVENTION. IN CZEC~OSLOVAKIA. CHOU ALSO PROMISED CHINESE 
SUPPCR1 FOR THE· "P£0PLE" .. QF CZECHOSLOVA~IA-AOAINST THE "FASCIST 
PO~ER. POLITICS" OF. nu.: USSR,. WHILE AT THE SAME ·TIME ATT I\C!<ING • 
TIIE CZECH. LEADERS.; AS REV ISIOMISTS VHO, •. HAD TR IF.D" TO SELL our. <· 
TO ... THE u.·s~. HE ·cLI\HlE:D THAT THE SOVIETS·.INTERVENED TO. PREVENT-, 
SHllLAR ·." UNCONTROLLABLE. CHA IN· R£1\C1 IONS"" .• IN EASTERN EUR OPS. -,. i 

. CHOU· ASSERTED. THAT: u. s. ·AC<JUIESCSNCE ·--ro. THE .. :SOVIET OCCUPATION 
Or· CZKCHOSLOVAX IA ~VAS P.~RT .. Qf.···A ·DEAL 'lNVOLV.ING. SOVIET 

• ,'\~CEPTANCE :or·,.THE} u~ s~ .·"OCCUPATION". i.Or.··souTH-."V IEtlMM. 
• •·.• . I 

: i• THEi,YIJQOSLAV ... GOVERNMENT'-HAS Of'FICIALLY;PROTESTED. 
THE· OCCTJPAT.ION · OF\·CZECHOSLO'IAKIA •• 1 D IPLOMATIC ·REPHESENTA!IVES 
HI BELGRADE.-. oF·· THE:. USSR,·.• POLAND,. THE· GDR, :.-HUNGARY' ANn·· B ~LGAH I"/\. 
'1Z~E HANDED ·A NOTE •. ON 22 'AUGUST .EXPRESSING ·YUGOSU\VIA•s •• 
"SXTREm:. CONCERN" OVEH TllE.IR .UNLA\~FUL ENTRY. INTO GZECHOSLO\/AKIA. .. . . . . . . . . . 

' 
ITi'LIAi'l COi1MUNIST LEf\DER .LUIGI LO~!GO CENSURED THE 

sov !ET INl/~SION OF CZECHOSL01/ AK IA:. TOO AY-·1 N • A SPE.7!:CII ro Ht:-5" . 
P~ftTY DlREGTORr'\TE ... EXPRESSING GR,WE: DISSENT WITl-f THE J<RDlLIN~ S 
POLICY, HE EMPHASIZED trnn. ~IT BELO!~GS TO THE. COMllLINiSTS AND.;·. 
GOVEnMi11ENT OF CZECHOSLOVM{IA ro G UARANIEE THE DEFENSE OF'. THEIR 
COUNTRY;~ • 

THS EXODUS Or f\MERICAN• CITIZENS nwn CZECHOSLOVAKIA ·.• 
BY TRAIN AND PRIVATE CAR CONIINUES~:A SPECIAL,EVACU£E TRAIN 
f!~or-, PRAGUE ARRIVED IN vrz:-HJA.TOnAY.CARRYING 24S·A[·lERICANS·· 
M10NG IT 426 PASSENGERS.· THI!. u. s. El'lr.lASSY ·.rN PRAGiJE nEPORTS 
THAT. ·ANOTHER 294 AMERICANS, LEFT !HERE. DY .. SPECIAL TRAIN FOR 
rR:'\NK_FURT. MID PI\RlS THIS MORNING~ ·THE EM9ASSY ALSO, 
H,~s DISPATCHED SEVERAL con· CM~AV!'NS Or··l'~ s. CITIZEN$. 

Drr~::·232213Z·.:·,'\UG· l 9-~s·•:·.:<. 
. - - .... -~·-... ·-··-·---,..-•·---·: .. ~ 

•• • .J 

.".t:i!.'l~t'S.FROM: c;t.fH!~f C)pt ., 
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lNFORMA TION 

:J'OP SEGftE I S~NSITIVE 

Friday, Au1u•t Z3, 1968 - 5:05 pm 

Mr. Pre sldent: 

I am lncllned to a1ree wlth the 
attached: the Soviet declalon wa■ probably 
made on Aupat 17, taken to the Central 
Committee Ausuat 19. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

TOP SEGRE'P SENSITIVE 

WWRostow: rln 

DEClASSIFlED 
E.0. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ /(4l 0.)..•;p .. 
By~ NARA, DatcJ-i°1;eJ 



MEMORA. DUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASUlNCTOK 

-,up S£CkEI !RINE (GAMMA) 

August 23, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: The Decision to Intervene 

.. '• 

The withdrawal of Soviet military aircraft and their return 
to forward positions on Monday would neatly fit this scenario of 
decision. 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ/tAc, p,l-~l. 
By~ NARA. 0&1:.!J:E 

i' :J) 
athaf el Davis 

=reP-5-E RE.'.X. 'IB.1N£... 
-fGA~ 

3.,o,)<1t( ,J 
,..,c,) 



e:OJO IDE!ff!A'L 

!-(It. PRESIDENT: 

1 

Friday. Aqut ZJ, 1968' 
4:25 .. m. 

Herewith a letter te me from Ed Ramiltoa •-,.,d .. that he 
lDtead• to nap. effectlYe S.,.mber 16. 

He wu uked ~ lAatar Pearaoa aad Bola McNamara to be 
the Staff anctor ol their ... rpr1... He ha■ prafoaad coavlctloaa 
aad fNl.laa■ aboat dnalopmnt Uld fenlp aid. la the _., lie 
jaqecl tut be coud aot .. ,. DO to tlle1111 althoap I bow be , • 
.... Jd .. the lllaral trath wbea be ...,_ tut be ftad■ lt aztl"aM!laly 
dlfflcalt to leaYe yo.r •tall at tbl■ time. 

I spam a lot af time with Ed talld-. abowt till• dedaloa. It waa 
my c:aadid adYlce to Mm that be coald do more for fonlp aid mad 
lta fat.re by wonilla la the pnnimnt OD the paper■ tut we Wft1d 
leaw behlad a■ tbaa be could OIi thl• 1rowp. Bat Id■ dedaloa ••• 
o&berwlNJ and I bellna ... CUI Ollly accep& aad re■,-ct It. 

We -d aot werry aboat the •bop: 

-- Ed Fried will pick ap foralp aid; 

-- Hal Saade,ra will pick •P Iadla/Pald■taa. which be ued 
to carry and woald Un to carry aplas 

- I •ball pl'olluly lea" llopr Morrl■ oa Africa. on .Web 
ba ha■ worbd with Ed HamUtoa. 

I may wl■h to •tftll&dle• the ebop with aa ~• Jal•r maa or ao, 
but we c:aa maaap. 

w. w. lloatow 

OE"T t;FIMINED TO BE AN ADM!NISTRATIYI 
M' -~ ONG. CANCELLED PER E.0. 12359, 

- •. 3 ~NO ARCHIVIST'S IAEtc.10 OF 

, '· 16. 1983. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 23, 1968 

Dear Walt: 

As you know, events have conspired to place before me a difficult 
personal decision. I have now given it a great deal of thought, and I 
want to convey and explain my conclusions. 

It is hard to exaggerate my debt to you, to Mac Bundy, to Francis 
Bator, and, above all, to the President. Your unfailing help and your 
willingness to take a chance on a very green hand have produced the 
three most absorbing and profitable years of my life. I suppose it is 
always a special honor to serve a President. But the honor multiplies 
when the President has the wisdom, the courage, and the vision of 
President Johnson. I have found it a singular privilege to work for him. 
Indeed, it has been my firm intent, tested and reaffirmed several times 
now, to remain on this staff through the end of his Administration. 

However, I find that life has its own timetable and that it poses me 
a hard choice. You know I believe the most serious threats to our secu­
rity will arise in the developing world where the first prerequisite for 
peace is economic progress. Though needs and dangers in these areas 

. are growing, there is less and less support for the transfer of resources 
from rich countries to poor countries necessary to make rapid progress 
possible. In my judgment, the most important element in reversing this 
trend is a careful, very high-level review of where we have.been in the 
development business, where we should go, and how we should get there. 
This kind of assessment and prescription is the necessary, if not the suf­
ficient, condition for the new surge of enthusiasm and creativity so sorely 
needed. ' • 

Fortunately, such a project is about to get underway. Mr. Lester 
Pearson has agreed to chair a small, distinguished commission to carry 
out this task under the auspices of the World Bank. This seems to me 
just the combination of sponsorship, seniority, and political sensitivity 
most likely to succeed. I think you and I share a deep hope that it will 
succeed, and, for my own part, I would maintain that its success :.s at 
least as important to the long-term national interest of the United States 
as anything we are doing or may do during the next year withe overseas 
development field within our own government. 

---~ .. ----
.. 

' • 
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Messrs. Pearson and McNamara have asked me to accept appoint­
ment as Staff Director of this enterprise. I have searched my conscience 
and I find that this is the one task and the one opportunity which cannot be 
postponed, and which I feel I must be involved in if my services are 
wanted. Therefore, after the most painstaking consideration, I have de­
cided to ask you to accept my resignation as a Senior Member of the Na­
tional Security Council Staff, effective September 16. 

Again, I want you to know how profoundly I have appreciated the 
opportunity to serve President Johnson. His greatness and the greatness 
of these years will stand long after the transient clamor has subsided. 
His achievements are indelibly inscribed not only in the statute books but 
in the lives of the millions at home and abroad who will benefit from his 
foresight and his compassion. History often denies its giants _the luxury 
of immediate and undivided acclaim. But when the final tale is to.1.d, it 
will be clear that the Johnson years brought more good to more people 
than any similar period in history. And those of us who were privileged 
to work with him will know why. 

Honorable Walt W. Ro stow 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Sincerely, 

Edward K. Hamilton 



Fdtay, A ... £S, 19'8 
11:JO a. m. 

Mil PUSIDENT: 

Ilaa.aauacMcltotllilaota•f•rtlae 
l:OOp.111,•■ atl .. anmraaryolO... 
Aldama' reap•N to yGIIII' ...-.-. 

Benwltll tlae f.U text ol the oa l .. 
alldlacomlq. 

w.w Boatow 

Attachmellt 

.. 



l"rWaJ, Aqut ZS, 19'1 -• 11:00 a.m. 

Rr. PreaW.at: 

Henwlta a prope• .. •••••• •tatemeld ~ tbe Pnaldeat fer the 
Le ... ralllpma.U., at 1:00 p.m. tolaJ, ... a propN ........ to follow • 

. 
l MYe aeked Joa te meet wWa u te-a&J NCa ... 1 belle•• OU' 

pelltlcal ~r• alMNld at... wll&t tu __.y leek• lib. We are c_.actlq 
oar pellt&cal caapalp aad tlaeH matter• m-t be 4lecllaHda Its tlleJ ab"1d 
be dlac:u ... -lut a backpNall of kaMJINs•• 

TIie Caeda crl■la la all lta ramlftcatleu ud altatloa• la S..tla­
Eaat Aala ... tile M.Wdle Eaat add .ap to oae of ~ major momellt• of lntel'­
aatleeal erlel• •Inc~ 1'45- ,,c..., eR, ~ ,I,-~ ~ c« e. ,, ~ 
~~ ... ~- J 

•• T.llere l• the -■naelftd crl■la la CNch .. lcwakla ltMU 
wlta c.......-c•• tlaat aoae el • caa '11111 aow prMld, 

-• Tilen an tile lmpllcd lea• la the crbl• for tbe ,..._. 
of NATO, 

-- Tun la 1reat mlet, la B""'e•I• ud pa__rtlal malllsatloa; 
the t e, .~ 

- - Cubans an~ orth Ko:ean~ have 1w OD a mlJ bar, alert 
poatur • probabJy: ant a( enzl■tJ that, wftb tit.• Se¥lt• lhdrm dlatrat:Te•, 
we mi9ht ••'Jle •1•ln•t tbemc 

-- Mllllar, actlrilf la Soatb Vlataam la lnallcllq 11p wWa •••r, 
ladlcatl.oa frem bdelllaeac• that ._. nail baYe Terr MaYJ flptlq 
la the .... it. ahe ... 

-- Tlae Mlddla Eaat •aa-t1 .. remaba• -■reaolYed. wltll Aru 
terrorl■t• aad Ianell comater blow• ceat•-•1 to make that ,art 
ol the workl peteatlally esploam; 

~" la &D laternptloa -- for )low loaa DOM ., 'U caa 
now pncllct -- el coaet:1'9CtlTe mcwemeat 1-twee11 Ea.at au Weat 
bl E...,_ aad tu,tween the Ulllted State• aad tu So.let Ualoa, at 

~ . 
a time wbea we .._ about to come to 1rlp8 wlth tJae 1reat baae of 
the etrateslc arm• race aad poaalltllltle• of cODtalalaa lt. 



-z-

I llaYe ao aew ,-llcle• to laJ INfere yo. e.ky. The•• an fa•t­
moriq neat• wlllch ,.. allall N w.11►•• c&nl911J u4 u••••lat befon 
,... make &aJ' MW 41Nl■l ... &boat ou- owa pe11cy ... actloa. Bat I clld 
th1Dk h lm,-taat &ad n,lat that we alMMwl •llare wWl ,_ oar lafennatloa OA 

tbe latar..UM&l •c-. After tile 1-rleflq l• c:ampleW, we alaall uanrer 
,-r .-.u..• a• be•t •• caa; alMl nceln aa, ..,.••tlelul or RMff&tloaa 
,_ may care te m•ll•. 

I tll1all lt be■t ll we prece .. lt7 maJ• area• ef the wu14. We 
mlaJat Nila wWl Eu.,. and thea 10 to Soldhea■t Aala .... flaallJ, Jur,e a 
few wen■ • tM MW& Eut. 

l. Ev-,.. (Tlae PreaW..t) 
. 

WWI n■ .. ct to s.r_,.s l"b8t, Dlnc ... Helma wW tall aa 
wlaat •• new aacl clW aot bow alteat S..let latutl•• befen llley m9"41 
1ato C•ebo■lonkla. Tlaea Mr. Maru will 1m 11■ a ,ra.f plctue of the 
world rnctl• to tile SoYlet ..... lecntu, ltuk wW aaa1,- tile eYeata 
la C•clleai.nkla &ad we ■ball we haft ....... •••r ftemp•••• .-raluU. 
el Sfflet motlft■ uad eltjectlft■ U..n • .AmlNleauor Ball wl11 tell a• w:llat 
•• Ne& 101a& .. la New Yerk &M wtaat the pna,.cta ue at the Ualtecl 
N••·-· t.r fanbel' .. bate ... actlaa. Flaally, I waat lecntuy ClWon 
ud 0.Mnl Wlwteler to n:plala to •• tile mllllar, im,11.catl•• el tlaa crl■ l■, 
lMl .. lac lt■ tm,llatleu ,_ MIi' ... tan la NATO, a■ tit-, ... lL 

Secntuylluk 
Dlncter Helm■ 

Dlnctor Mark■ 

Amll&aeuor ft11 
.,., .......... Ball 
lecntar,Cllfford 
0-ral WIINln 

J. B!!O!!•f! Aala. (Tu PrealAleat) 

A. ,- bow, mlUtaay actl.U, Ila• Lacn .... bl ncelll uy■ la 
Vletaam ... all oar lalaW,..Ce laillcater■ ■ .. 1••t tllat W9 fue •aYJ 
fllldllll la the WNk• ah ... ~ l alaoaW Brat llu Oueral We.-.relaall to 
,, .. u bl• ff&lutl• of tile late•t npen• ...... &em 0.Mnl ........ 
la Sala-. Tlaea I alaa11 call oa lecntu, lluk ulefty to cle•crlN tu 
.-lltlcal a.etalon of lb •• ion~•• ••re u4 like •tate of tile Parl8 
talka. rlaally, hcntuy Cllffen wlll tell-■ uoat die Solltll Yt.t••-•• 
mNlll■•II- of Ille arme4 Inc.■, oar m.._, id tlell pr•nm. aJMI tile 
1tolenna■c• la the field ol the AJlVN la rec..t 41aya. 

Oe•ral We•tmonlaad 
INntu,&uk 
hcretuyClWon 

\ . 
- L.... 



_,_ 

It mar latanet ,o,a that I pat te 0.•ral Altnme r•etuur 
& aerlaa of MUclllai .... u.u abtNt tile mlJllal'f .a.ct• ol tlae ,rnltl .. 
we •r• dolaa aplut Nenh Vletaam. He n,u .. Ilda ...... at peat 
i..,._ Here u• tbe .-•U... l ,- ... a nat.mUJ of Illa aaaw•r• la 
bl• own won•. ,,_,.,,., attac••• for tile Pre• ... • te NM.) 

It l• qalaat tile ,acl(II' .... ef tllla u4 Mlaer mlUtaST ...i..u ... 
that we llan h .. te lulet OD aome r•clpnc&a, fer a tetal 1111 •\.laa ceasatlaa 
u4 l&aYe attacbecl •wch ~ to tlae de-mlUtarl■atloll el ta.. DMZ la 
oar cOllt&cta la Pal'a.. Y oa cu alao .... ,~ a ... ral Ala~• ••••••;. 
maat, •ome awletlr mllltu, ftUOIU Haul ...w wlala .. pnu .. Jaard 
for a tola1 ,n 1ltlal c••••t!• 

4. Mldclle Eut. ('l'M Pnew..aJ 

All J"01I ...,, I Ila•• &hr&~• np,.._ tu potut1a1 ..... r la 
tu Middle Eut a• at lea•t •• 1nat -- 1f aot 1natew -- tlaaa la Sr n•:ae •. et 
Aala. Ne&11M of the peteratl■llty of a V. s. -S.wt dlnet c-,..•tatl• 
W• bu a 1N4, •tnaa amall of that ceaf,,oataU• la tile war of lut Jw. 
Tbarefere, 1 alaa.11 •* lecntaw, Ruk te ,1 .. ua lib nalaatlclll el wben 
tlae Middle East DeW •ea.I• ud wtlat tile , .... ,.ct• are -- lf aay -- fer 
forwucl -.,.meat towal'd• ,.ace la tile ..... •••... lacJ.-llac eapec:lallr 
the Dlleetlq of tbe Oueral A.8• 1 ►', la S.fllmNI' wMA tu l"Ol"elp 
Mlalatera will all 1te ,reMat la New Yuk CltJ, •• w.11 •• Amltaaa .. n 
1 ........ 

• W. Roetew 

WWaoatow:rlA 



... ...., ., a... ~•· Tien 

ftrat, we Nllen we are aow daatnyiaa or damaal .. AJJPalm&tely 
154' el the thcka bellewtd ... be mewlac bate ,-111 Vlataam. TM• amoma 
le aD &ftl' ... of 90 U.CU per WHL 

lee••• It la ov c...tctiOD tut Ille all' latar•ctloa pl' .. 1'&111 la tbe 
Nenla Y1etaam paehe1111ll• •• be•• Ula primuy apat which lau redaced 
tncu det.ectiN 1nm a 1 ... 1 ol 1000 a day la mW.J111y to bet••- 150 
... lOOa .. yattbepnn& 

A Wri eaect la to pnftllt tbe -my from mualq &l'tllle~ aact alr 
def•••• m .... la die area to lM aortla of t1le Dr-.tZ 1nm wlllch tlaay caa 
&Uack ov fercea. R'vther, we latarfen with lab aWllty to coaceatrata 
force• ad ....U-• for 81Mldea attacb liar-la the DM% aplut GIii' lllllta. 

Wlaat ....W be Ula mllltuy effect el a c•■■atl- of that bomhi•1? 

nrat, mWtal'y materiel would be able to reach U. DMZ oi- tile berder■ 
of Lao. ~ We beUewt tbe C111'nllt attritl• froaa tnck cle8tnctloa 
alw, aot to meatloa tr1ack pan non• areaa, l■ ~ef•1 Hveral llmulffd 
to.a ,-r .. Y oa ti. anrap la tbe NVff ,-ahalMlla. TM tftck new co.ld be 
•a,ecta4 to retana t• a lnel of 1,000 a .. Y or ewea Wpr wltlda •• little 
•• a ... it. If we take anr•• tnck 1••-- at ,. 1/2 tcaa, we are talklas 
abelllt aa lau .... , z-...- lacreaM, la ■Mtllward monmeat wlllcb cOllld 
amout to 1, ~ taaa ...... Y or mon. Mat. U. ••my woald be ule 
to mu■ ardU.w,, all' clefeaM meau, aad p_. mt• fNely -rth of tba 
DMZ fn •■- -•■.t ou Ince■• ftaall7, frHd frem l■-rdlctl- aortla 
of 17 ....... the -my coalcl mon nlaforcemeata te the DMZ r., tnck 
or rail, thu budcally ahol1ellla1 aault tlme. 

le ':i.'ben may pNalMllty of year prm• .. nen &11 appnid-- ••tlm ... el 
tb9 addltloaal canaltlea we wCMllcl tau II we stoppN tbe Mmlllq ol North vi.taain 7 

We weud laawt to n.pect a Hftnl-fel4 lacna■• la U. I. aad .W.d canaltla• 
la tM nrat Cnpe. Wltll U. HmW., aatho.ity aow la .Uect, I am able with 
forcea aftllable to Umlt the ... m,•• capaNUty la Soatla Vletaam by bter41ctla1 
ld• road■ aa4 -.uo,1,. aabataa&lal amGallb ol hl■ mmtlou aad nppll•• 
belon U., reach Soat!a Vletaam. la ..Ud•, l am able te nppr••• Illa 
artlllery and air def•u• north of the Bea Hal ao that oar pNltlau Ju& ■oath 
el tbe DMZ are naan. If t!ae bemNa1 la Nenh Vletaam aow u&lloriud .. r• 



w be na,-cled, tile -my, la 10 41Jya to two ... u, coald 41nelop a 
c.,.ww, la tbe DMZ ana la term• of Kale, l .... alty aad dGl'atloa ol 
combat oa tile order of flye thne• wbat lie aow bu. If i. abomd Mftlop 
tllla, 1, ..id, la l'DJ' Jelameat, make ou podtl ... la aertblra Qlle•1 Tri 
(to 111cl11d• DMla Ha aed tM Cu Viet) uteaule. I ceeeot qne to place 
CMr force• at tu riak wblch U.. ... arr•• ca,-Wllty woald tbea ,-. • 

.. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday. A..,..t2J. 1968 
11:25 a. m. 

Mr. Preeldat: 

H.rewltb Sera1at •rs•• ya. Ht 
to 10 to Moecow. 

w. w. a. 
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SARAGAT, CONVEYED TO ME URGENTLY :THIS MORNING~ AUGUST 23, f. /l'. •• ( 

'PERSON~L ANO PRIVATE MESSAGE FROM.SARAGAT TO ?RESIDENT JOHNSON. I •' 
• ' . : • . .• .•. , . ' . • • . ·,;. . , t :· 

'('.~:. S~RAGAT HAS ~EEN A 'PR.ES,S FLf\.Sli' INDICA.TI-NC3 .THE POSSIBILITY. • :· .. 

FUTURE. SARAGAT HOPE~ IN THE MOST. rRIENDl.Y AND· PERSONAL -~!A.Y • •· ·.~. •• 

\

.THAT P.RESIDE:NT.JOH~SON MIGHT CONSIDER GOING' TO MOSCOW Hf TKE NEAR/ ·: 

·TH.~T THERE ·I$ NO TRUTH ,to THIS REPORT ANO. THAT TKE PRESIDENT ·1s . ·:~ • • 
,:' NOT RPT NOT PL.ANNI NG TO GO TO MOSC01tr'. • : • • ·' ' . :.~· • 

' .... r.3~ SARAGAT ;~EL
0

IEVES: TKAT·,~~IE soVre:rs ti'~E ~ow .IN TH.E:-~iORS.T : • •• ,.;: . 
. . • t.POSI_TIO.N IN WHICH THEY HI\VE E.VER BEf.N·. THE WHOLE ~OMMUNIST WORLD/,•; 
. • · IS UNDER ACCUSATl.ON •• ·,COMMUNIST PARTIES IN ~ESTERtJ COUNTRIES,. : ·.: 
•. · INCL\JnINC ITALY,1M~E SHAl<EN, CONrusgn AND ON THE DF.FENSIVE •••• ·.···.' , . 

. f PRESIDENT DEGAULLE: IS ISOLATED. FOR ?RF.SIDENT '"IOHNSO-t~ TO .:/ . ·.-· • 
VGO .NOW TO MOSCOW WOULD SAVE THE COh11'1tJNISTS AN'D !WOULD ?UT • , ··.' .. , 

.i.·AMERICA.'S .ALLIES,·INCLUDING. ITALY,· IN A'.MOST OtF',r1CUUT SIT<J~TION.< 

!

. THE EF'f£c.r ·IN· EUROPE. WOUl..0 g E VERY.; NEG~ TI VE. • . • •. · , . •. •• ._; •,: 

~·~~ •• • •• ;SARP c;~ r; ·H·ope:s ·.··rH ~ r H ;~. ; ER so N; L-.·~·~~RE:ss·~ oN or c~ Ne ~~N ~ I.LL'. ·a i/. 
• UNDERSTOOD AS ·BE1NG::INSPIRED.8Y HIS Or.EP''F,RI'ENDSH~P.·FOR THE> :• ;._,.,: 

...• f·. PRESIDENT AND FOR: '.l'HE UNlTED . .-s:wrEs.- .:: .. • .• ·, .. ··, .. , .. : .; ._., .• • .... · .-· '· •• :J 
• t:::.:;.~~:_:~{;~~~\:'.t::i{{'.;, ~,:~~:. ;: :-... ~. _.:~·L:,{; ii::~ ;:!::./}}j_ ,.. ~-• :S.:.~:tLi: 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PR~IDENT 

Friday, AulUSt 23, 1968 
11: a o :1.P-1. 

SUBJECT: U. S. Intelligence on Czech Crbl• 

There are attached two preas ■torle• which are the reault of 
Dick Hehn•' effort to counter earlier report• of a U. S. 
lntelll1ence failure ln amlclpatlng the Csech crlala: 

1. An AP report of thi• mornlJai which la a complete 
nm-around of ita earlier lltory; ~ 

Z. A Waahtnaton Po•t article which came out of the 
conver•ation between Mr. Hebna and Ru•• Wl11ln• 
of the Po•t. 

Aleo attached la a pa1e 1 atory ln today'• Wall Street Journal 
which •aya that U. S. lntelll1ence on the Czech altuation was 
excellent -- except for the tlmln1. Mr. Helm• do•• not know 
the •ource of thla atory. 

W. W. Ro.tow 



U.S. INTELLIGENCE-czp-~ 

WASHINGTON C ?)--PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND OTHER TOP u.S. OFFICIALS 
WERE ALERTED TO THE PROB~BILITY OF A SOVIET INVASTION OF CZECHOSLO­
VAKIAA ABOUT THR.:.E WEEKS BEFORE RUSSIA11 TROOPS CROSSED· CZECH FRON­
TIERS, ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS SAID TODAY. 

A SECRET PAPER WAS GIVEN TO THE PRESIDENT AND CIRCULATED .r- r 
1G 

SOME 30 HIGH OFFICIALS EARLY IN AUGUST SAYING SUCH A SOVIET-c...£D 
MOVE WAS PROBABLE, THE ADMINISTRATION SOURCES'SAID. 

THEY ALSO DECLAREED THAT.AS LATE AS TUESDAY, THE DAY OF THE 
INVASION, JOHNSON AND OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS WERE NOTIFIED AT THEIR 
WEEKLY STRATEGY LUNCHEON BY INTELLIGENCE EXPERTS THAT SOVIET MILI­
TARY INTERVENTION WAS PROBABLE. 

THIS WAS BASED ON THE EXPERTS• KNOWLEDGE THAT THE SOVIET LEADER­
SHIP ITSELF ALSO WAS MEETING TUESDAY 0~ THE CZECH SITUATION. 

THE CLAIMS OF FOREWARNING CLASHED WITH A PREVIOUS STATEMENT BY A 
HIGH STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL. THAT "WE WERtSURPRISED" BY THE 
INVASION. . 

THEY ALSO RAN COUNTER TO INFORMATION FROM PENTAGON SOURCES ,~T, 
WHILE AN INVASION.WAS FORESEEN AS A POSSIBILITY, THERE WAS NO 
INTELLIGENCE FORECAST THAT IT WAS LIKELY TO HAPPEN. 

THE PENTAGON SOURCES ALSO SAID THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS SURPRISED. 
OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS SAID THAT CHARLES BOHLEN, A LEAD:.m 

EXPERT ON RUSSIA, AND OTHER ADVISERS TOLD JOHNSON IT SHOULD BE 
ASSUMED THERE WOULD BE SOME SORT OF MILITARY MOVE AGAINST THE CZECHS • 

• JA948AED AUG. 23 • 

25 

WASHING70N -- ADD .U.S. INTELLIGENCE-CZECH (24) 

THESE SOURCES SAIO THAT AT THE TUESDAY LUNCH, ONLY HOURS BEFORE 
THE INVASIO:~, THERE WAS A VIGORou·s DISCUSSION A~ONG JOHNSON, SECRETARY 
OF·STATE DE~N RUSK, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CLARK M. CLIFFORD AND OTHERS 
ABOUT THE ?OSSIBILITY OF A RUSSIAN MOVE . 

. "THEY D~SCUSSED NOT ONLY THE POSSIBILITY BUT EVEN THE PROBABIL!!Y, 
THERE MIGP.7 B~ AN INVASION," AN OFFICIAL SAID. "THE CONCENSUS WAS 
THERE MIGH: BS A MOVE AGAINST THE CZECHS." 

IT WAS FELT, THE OFFlCIALS SAID, .. BY THOSE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
LUNCHEON 'i'HAT RUSS.IA PROBABLY WOULD HAVE TO THROTTLE THE LIBERAL 
CZECH REGI~E. . 

THERE IS NO DISAGREEMENT .THAT THE FIRST WORD THE U.S. GOVER~:.'1E.:T 
RECEIVED .~BOUT THE INVASION CAME FROM RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR ANATOL Y 
DOBRYNIN I~ A FACE-TO-FACE MEETING WITH JOHNSON TUESDAY NIGHT ABOUT 
THREE HOURS AFTER THE INCURSIONS STARTED. • 

THERE ALSO 1s·No DISPUTE THAT THE FIRST INFORMATION RECEIVED 
THROUGH OFFICIAL U.S. INFORMATION GATHERING CHANNELS CAME ABOUT ;.,: 
HOUR AFTER THE START OF THE JOHNSON-DO. RYNIN. MEETING WHEN MONITORING 
STATIONS INTERCEPTED A RADIO PRAGUE BROADCAST. 

ACCORDING TO ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS, OBVIOUSLY ANXIOUS TO 
SHIELD U.S. INTELLIGENCE FROM CHARGES OF FAILURE, THE'INTELLIGENCE 
MEN WEE "PRETTY SHARP IN CALLING THE SHOTS." 

JA953AED AUG. 23 • 



-· 

Friday, A11i;. :!3.1968 
• •• Rl 

f[Ji § I o " 

Troops of_ the Soviet Union 
• and d.ts commi.nist satellites 
were under the closest sur• 

: veillance by the· American 
• intelligence community prior 
to the invasion of Czcchoslo• 
vakia, and re-ports on the in­
v.asion reached the President 
within the hour or So~et 

TIIE \V ASIIIi\'G'fON POST 

., ,·,• 

Amb:iss~dor :Anatoliy Dobr­
ynin's visit,. it was learned 
yesterday. 

Following the C i e r n a 
meeting, deploymen't of the 
troops .on Czechoslovakia's 
border were continuously 
noted. The shi!·tin-i: of com• 
mand_ post:. and • units were 

under constar.t study ar.d . 
battle information was con• 
tinuously in hand. 

'fhesc observations • con• 
tinued during the critical pc. 
riod that Alexander Dubcek, 
Communist ·Party chairman, 
met with Czechoslovakia's 
. edilors." 

During this .time, anxiety 
mounted. 

JD l b 

---

serious e·:c:,,s rr.:~ht be in 
the o!iir.6. 

Du-ring t::e cve:n~:-i;;, the 
CIA began .. o ;;athE:r re­
ports oi wh .. t :voke:d like 
alarmin: :noug:-i • ~solated 
troop movE:rnents. 

They had ~ :e:~c:t irc.:a 
reliable sou:ces c.f ~·oops 
enteri."lg Prague wi::iin t.:le 

• hour of Dobrynin's V!hite 
House vlsit sh<",~1:f aite:::-
6 p.m. 

T-he lapse bff,•:cen the 

At the regula-r . Tuesday 
Wlrite H o u s e luncheon, 
whcr-e the P.resident s'ur~eys 
the world situation with his ,time of tte acti:.:.1 :rr.ovc­
top foreig-n pO'licy advisers, ments and reports ~o .-.uthor­
•thc outlook was ircported to ities •here wr:re a~:ribu,e<l -to 
him. in detail. The facts of. th~ ~rdin:_I":f d~1~~~ of tran.i• 
... , tr . d 1 ts mission a,,C! coll ... ,o:i. 
.... 1c oop ep oymen on. . 

•. . . The first re:~JC;7.s w e r e 
the • border, which they • .given high c,cC.::oility b«-
coul-d be crossed at a-lmost cause of "the ~,ati.;:e• of the 
.'.l mon:ent's notice, were: weather, whic:1 W:l.5 ·clo:.:.<iy 
summa.rized·. ·, . • with. ~:iten:n:tte~i. _:nist - a 

CIA• n· t R i ch a r. d, co:iditio~ . in vrr::c~ mc,v::­
loI'ec or ments oi -:u:-eraft ana pe:sor.• 

. Helms, and Walt W. Rostow, nel probably woulc;, :,ot hav~ 
the Pres1'1-ent's. special as• occun·ed if :mancu.ve::--s only 

~ • sistant for national ·security we::--e involved. , 
af:..iirs, both r-egarded with In retrospect this w::.s .::So 
:foreboding the meeting of • viewed by W.:shii:.r;to::i intel­
the Soviet hlgh-ranking of• ~ige:iee sources .:s a:1 in.d:c;;.. 
ficials in, Moscow, to which • tion that -the oper.;,~io:i ,,.::.d 
many of thc-m h:i.d been . .heen decide<i upon _ o::--,!y a 
sum:nonedi f-roni vacations. • ·shor.t tin:e before iLe inva~ 

Both officials felt ithe sion took place. 
meeti:ng had to do with the 

. Czech crisis. They did ::iot 
make .any prediction that 
.o i· d -er s ior ·intervention 
would be ,given, but they 
to·ld the President tnat, the • 
o u t l o o k was c~tremely_ • • 
ominous. 

The luncheon meeting 
fasted from l unffl 3 p.m., 
,and broke up with a clear 
understanding t h a t very 

• __ , 



A Special Weekly Report From 1 
' i 

The· Wall Street Journal's 
Capital Bur~au 

U.S. INTELL?GE~CE on C:i:ech crunch was 
excellent-except for the timin". 

Well in advance, LBJ had CIA's· fla.t predic• 
Uon that Moscow would succeed in crushin; 
Czech liberalism, a.nd wouldn't shy from mili• 
ta.ry occupation. Top diploma.ts also forecast a 
tough squeeze on Dubcek, though they thoua:ht 
he might 1·ide it out. But most expected no 
Russian n1ove before autumn. • • 

Officials her.e still insist the Russian }'olit­
buro really didn't intend to invade so soon, 
su~esti~ a. sudden cha.n;e of mind or an a.s• 
yet undisclosed shift in the Kremlil1 power 
structure. One reason the Moscow men were 
willing to look like butch.ers : They fij;Ured they 
·would soon have this image· anyway," because 
the Czech free p1·ess was digging into pa.st 
purges and would have implica.ted Brezhnev in 
murder. .,. • 

Tiu, dramatic W1lito I-louse 1luddlea thi.9 
I wea~ entertaiiied 110 tJwuaM of atrono 
' U.S. action. Tho cleciaicm aaain.st that hcuZ • 

come at lea.st a ·montJ~ be/ors. 



INFORMATION 

£.ONFlDENTlAL 

Frlday, AU111■t Z3, 1968 
8:30 a.m. 

Mr. Pre ■ldent: 

Thl• l• a fuller report of the 
enemy mortar &Dd rocket attack• ln 
I Corp• and II Corp■. 

W. w. Ro■tow 

..CONFIDENTIAi:. 

Memo for Record, "Eneemy Attacks in lat and Zd Corps" 
23 August 1986 0645 EDT 

... 

WWRostow:rln 
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 

THE JOINT aTAP, 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

WAS.-CINGTO"I, 0,C, 10lOI 

23 August 1968 
064S BDT 

Subject: Enemy Attacks in 1st and 2d Co1.·ps 

1. During the period 221230-221S30 EDT August, there were 36 
enemy mortar and rocket attacks in the 1st Corps. The attacks 
we1.·e centei·ed in the ccn.tral and southern coastal areas. Only 
three· 1-1ere followed by ground as·saul 1;s·: The most s i inif icaa t of 
these occurr¢d at the MACSOG compound located at Marble Mountain 
4 miles south of Da Nang. Enemy sappers p,netrated the perimeter 
but were ejected after a 4-hour fight. Friendly losses were 16 

-killed, 125 wounded, 3 bunkers destroyed, and 2 bunkers damaged. 
The enemy suffered 32 killed. Preliminar)' cumulative results 

• are: friendly, 28 killed and 179 wounded; enemy, 40 killed. 
Three persons have been detained. 

2. The Zd Corps sustained more than 30 enemy mortar, rocket, 
and ground attacks during the period 212040-221525 EDT August. 
Preliminary results are: friendly, 16 killed (2 us, 11 ARYN, . 
l P.F, 2 SVN civ), S7 wounded (36 US, 3 ARYN, 6 CIDG, 8 RF/PF, 
2 US civ, 2 SVN civ),-and 1 UH-lH, 2 ·O•lEs, 2 EC·47s, and 3 
buildi1igs ciamaged. The enemy suffered 24 killed. 

• ~~A'~~ 
DISTRIBUTION: ~i~ARD S -MfoR(/1"

4 

•. WR SIT RM Rear Admiral, USN-
SECSTATE Deputy Director for 
,sECDEP 0pe1·ations, NMCC 
DEPSECDBF 
OSD/ISA. 
OSD/PA • 
CJCS (3) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
J-5 (2) 
AOC 
.NFP 
AFCP 
MCCC 
PAC-DIV 
DIA RDP 
NSA REP 
CIA REP 

'STATE REP 
PA REP 

€e1◄qB!5~AI, 

DDO 
ADDO 
ccoc 
PAC DESK 
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INFORMATION 

..C01C.E wENTIAL 

Frlday, Au1u•t Z3, 1968 
8:27 a.m. 

Mr. Pre•ident: 

The attached FBI report indicate• 
how, in fact, a 1ood many Soviet 
ofilclala feel about the Csech inva•lon. 
Thi• one l• a TASS KGB man ln 
New York City. 

WWRoetow:rln 

t •·· C' A ~Sil-ILD 
E.O. 1295$, Sec. 3,6 

NLJ~Ac O~-lf 
Dy. NARA. Date - 1. 

w. W. Ro•tow 



t 
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?1 !OR ITY 
TO: THE ?:~~SID~':T 011 
TO: SE:C~~'.\:1Y O? ST.~TE 022 

·\ 

TO : D I!"~~ CT~-~ , CI A 0 1 7 
TO: D I~t:CTC-:~, rr·zrS~!S£ INTELLI°GENC~ .~GE:NCY 015 

A~D ~ATIO~~t IN~IC~TIONS CENT~R 
TJ: D~?!-:~7~•:·:~n CF THE: ~~!·1Y. 010 
FR0'1 : D r_qz CT'.);1, FE I 

CZ~CHOSLOVA~ C?.!SIS 

SANITTZED 
F..O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ,/.(,4( O~-fl • • .• 
By .tbi..: NARA. (?ate l.:11:JJ 

• 
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INFORMATION 

TOP S!:CRET 

Friday, Aquat 23, 1968 
8:25 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Ell■worth Bunker' 11 

reply to the back channel me■■age 

you directed me to ■end. 

My mea■age i■ al■o attached. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

':WP SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 

-_r-:·_t ._ '"=.E 
Whl o He•·_::·.:' ...... ,: r:~t. V, 1C63 
av-...~-· r ., Oclt 1-1--o/'Z,,, 



Approv~For Release 2001/08/24 : NLJ-~-039-1-8-3 

25X1A 

! 

H1 SAIGON 
TO WHITE HOUSE 
ZEr1 25X1A 
Si 8 R is T EYES ONL.Y 231124Z AUG 68 

FM AMB BUNKER SAIGON 297 

TO THE WH:C£'.;: HC:JSE, EY£S ONLY .WALT· ROSTOW 

REF: CAP f.S08L! 

.t,1.-. ·:·rV • 
\. -:.· . .,. .. ',11•::'-'--·-: .! 

t ···: ,. . . :: 
:,,, _; .-,./ 

I EXPECT TC SEE T}fIEU TOMORROW AND WILL TAKE UP SUBJECT OF YOlJ"R· 
r,;ESSAGE w rn: HI!~. AS YOU l{NOW' I Ht-,VE ALREADY DISCUSSED SUBJECT 
WITH H!~-1 P::cE SINCE HONOLULU. I :mer:.: THAT HE HAS BEEN GIVING 
t1UCH THO~Gl·.'f. TO HOW BEST ·ro ESTABLISH CONTACTS WITH OTHER SIDE, 
AND I SHALL ?URSiJE THIS SUBJECT WITH HH1 T0!10RROW. REGARDS. 
9c E C 8 i sf EYES ONLY 
GP• 1 
110 

_25X1A 

NNNN .... 

·- . . .. -· .. 

SANiTiim 
Authority tJ L::1. O .\ 9 . o ~9. oo\L 't 
By • · . NARA, Date \ ~-01 . 

App_rovea r-or l'(e1ease ~uu·11vo, ~4 : NLJ•u·1 ~"V->~--I .0.3 



EO 129513.4lbll11>25Yrs 
(Cl -·----. -- -· -· - -··· 

!'he Pruiden.t suea:ub you r~call to T1liec..\ bls observa.tiol\ .t • 



-SECtt:ET 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NLJ tJ.;\-3&> 
By • NARA.Date~- 03 

l2weiay, 

F@lh v,1AJ,.,T 120STOhl 

Mi.wliiliiliiWlti~M. FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Aup.at 23, 1968 

to //ow,·, 
The a:tii..,che~ memor&Ddum from Secretary Ruk 4«:a,1 ~ reqweau: 

1. that yCN authori•e a meaaage to Sibaaouk, th.roup the Autraliana, 
reqaeatia& that SihaD0\1.k receive Mr. Black to diacua MekoD.1 River 
de...topm.ata &Del 0 the problem in Americ&D-Cambodia relations 
discuaaed by Ambaa•ador Bowle• la.at Jamaary, !1 and 

2. that you recouider the qaaatioa of Maraball Wript 1om1 with 
Black. 

Since .Mr. Black'• acbedule will have to be rea.rraapd if he aoea to Cambodia, 
State ia hopeful of o1:>tainin1 yoar deciaion OD the fir■t of tlaeae recommenda-­
tiona tod&y. A• for the ••cond, I see no need for you to reconsider. 

Secretary Rusk &Ad Mr. Black believe atrODaly tb&t Sihaaouk would not agree 
to receiYe Mr. Black if tlle discuaaion were to be confhaed to MekODI matters 
alone. Indeed, the major purpoae ol. the visit should be to bl-in& home to 
Sihanouk our arave concerD. over North Vietnam Army /Viet Coac uae of. his 
territory, iDclwHna the quaatian of a more effective lnterm.tiooal Control 
Cornrnia■ica. 

Thie could lead to the queatioo of. a declaration 'by u• concer--. Cambodian. 
boZ'ders, and we wowd need to furnio Mr. Black with a formula and &\ltbority 
which could be 1Ued if the atmo•pbe1'• warrants. 

A ■uuested meeaage to be c:OlmlYK tb.roap the Autralians is at Tab B. 
It ia de■i-d to: 

.,._ put maximum pre■aure on Sihanouk to l"ecei•e Mr. Bla.ck; 

.... pve Sihanouk the lea■t poa■ible handle for adverae publicity or 
for auy claim that Mr. Black was comlJaa either to make concessions or to 
threaten bun. 

The followin1 conaideration■ should be borne in mind: 

-- aucce•s in thia pmbit i• far from cert&ia; 

w SECRET 

~~~ 
l,,avi..L, 

(!,ff Po2--077 



- Slf!CllT 

-- Sihanouk will be p-eatly tempted to exploit our approach to 
•upport hi• ver•lon of hi• border•, thereby offendin1 'Thailand and perhap• 
Vtemuna 

•• if Sthanowt i■, in .fact, unable bY UDWUUna to do anythm1 about 
Commual•t uae of hi• territory, hi• vanity may be inflamed by our fiuhin1 
out hb impotence or unwilllnan,e• • • - re■ultm1 in characteriatlc tantrwn■• 

In eum, if our approach fail•, we muat be prepared for an uncomfortable, 
public, ■.U-■erYID1 exploitatlcm of our effort■ by Sihanouk, and an attempt 
to embarra•• u■ wilh our alll••• hi■ neipbor■• 

The decl■ lon. re■t• on bow mu.c:h we waat to 1amble in hope■ of attalnina 
at lea■ t partial aolutiOll to the problem of Comm\lDlat uae of Cambodia.D. 
territory. Deapite the very real riab outlined above, lam inclined to 
believe that we ■hould make the •uaa••ted approach, relyin1 upon Mr. Black'• 
1ood judpnent to bac:k away from full uae of hi■ &\lthoriaatlon U at the time 
be ■hould believe the dallpr■ appear to CNtwelp the likelihood ol. ptaa. 

Recomm•nd&tlon: 

That you authcnl&e the me■aaa• to Sihanouk at Tab B. 

W. W. Roetow 
Attachmam1 

Approve _________ _ 

.Dlaapprove ________ _ 

Call me ----------
AJenkins .nn-n-



llfTE SEC RE IAR f 01' ~ IAI E. ... 
~ -¥i¥<,111148TON 

A_ugus t • 22, 1968 
C1lH A 11 I ii JP;r,JAb 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Mr. Eugene Black's Trip to Asia, and Specifically 
the Question of His Going to Cambodia 

Reconnnendation 

1. That you authorize a message to Sihanouk, through the 
Australians, requesting that Sihanouk receive Mr. Black 
for the purpose of discussing Mekong River developments and 
"the problems in American/Cambodian relations discussed by 
Ambassador Bowles last January." (This covers the use of 
Cambodian territory by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong, 
and the possibility of our making a border declarati.on. 
At the same time, we believe specific topics should not· be 
stated for the reasons given below). 

Approve 

Disapprove 

See Me 

2. That, in order to give Mr. Black's visit to Cambodia 
additional pr~stige as well as needed ste.ff support, you 
reconsider the question of Marshall Wright, of Walt Ros tow' s 
staff, going with him, and authorize such participation. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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.......... ~ ....... 

Discus·s ion 

As you know, Mr. Black is making a major speech in. 
Japan on Septem1,er 17, and then going en to cledicate a • 
newly-construct;~d bridge that is part c,.\f the Nam Ng\.1m 
Dam in Laos. He is also planning to visit Eangkok and 
Saigon (for Mekong discussions) nnd bel.ieves it would be 

. highly useful to stop in Manila in ord.:.r to emphasize our 
interest in the Asian Development Bank. (I might note 
that the last has assumed additional ih~portance because 
of the failure of the Congress, before July 31, to 
appropriate our third annual $20 milli~n hard-money 
commitment to the regular capital of tu1e ADB; we anticipate 
early action on this in September, but the due date for 
such connnitments is August 22, and we 'Mill have had to 
explain the temporary delay. This of course is wholly 
different from the question of an authorization for the 
soft-money "special funds" for the AD:a..) 

I understand, and agree with, yow:- desire that we 
make every effort to have Mr. Black visit Cambodia .. It 
is his strong feeling, which I share, chat Sihanouk would 
not agree if the discussion were to be confined to Mekong 
matters. Moreover, the major purpose of the trip should 
indeed be to bring home to Sihanouk our grave concern 
over NVA/VC use of his territory, including the question 
of a more effective ICC. This could lead on to the 
question of a declaration by us on the, Cambodian borders, 
and we should arm Mr. Black with a formula and authority 
that could be used if the atmosphere warrants. We would 
~ have in mind Mr. Black becoming involved in nny way 
in the current question of our captured LCU and its 
crew; this may or may not be out of the way by early 
September, but in any event he should X!Ot be put in the 
position of haggling over this issue. 

We have weighed the question whether the request for 
Mr. Black to see the Prince should co~e in ·the form of a 
personal message from you. On the one hand, this would r:-::·.ke 

CQHPiDl3tMAL 



it.more likely that Sihanouk would receive him. On·thc 
o·ther hand, we see substantial danger that Sihanouk would 
publicize any message· from· you in a negative and ha.rmful 
manner, a·s he has too often done for our communications 
in·· the past and might be ·particularly tempted to do if the 
message came from you personally. 

Accord~ngly, weighing all factors, I believe that a 
message in the sense of the attached draft at TAB A would 
be our best move (a) to put maximum pressure on Sihanouk 
to receive Mr. Black; (b} to make clear the subjects we 
would want to discuss; but (c) to give Sihanouk the least 
possible handle for adverse publicity or for any claim that 
Mr. Black was coming either to make con.cessions or to 
threaten him. 

Dean Rusk 



-tl Rat. p 1' 

Message To Be Conveyed Through Australian Channels 

The American Government wishes Prince Sihanouk to know 

that Mr. Eugene Black, the Personal Representative of Pres• 4 

ident Johnson for Southeast Asian Economic Matters, is 

traveling to Asia during September to visit Japan, Laos, 

the Philippines, and nations directly concerned with the 

development of the Mekong Basin. 

The American Government requests that the Royal Cambodian 

Government receive Mr. Black during the course of this visit. 

In addition to matters affecting the future development of 

the Mekong Basin Mr. Black would be prepared to discuss the 

major problems of American/Cambodian relations that were 

considered during the visit by Ambassador Chester Bowles 

in January, which visit was of course deeply appreciated on 

the American side. Mr. Black is closely familiar with the 

views of President Johnson and the American Government on 

these basic problems. 

(The Australians should then be instructed to make 

clear quietly that Mr. Black would not expect to take up 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
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specific pending issues, referring indirectly but clearly 

to the question of the LCU). 

As to dates, the period between September 10 and 

September 14 would be most convenient for Mr. Black, and 

would fit with his visit to Manila and with his commitments 

in Japan on September 15 - 17 and in Laos on September 20 - 21. 



scrml"' 

roa THE PllESmEMT raow WALT J\OSTOW 

Thi• may be holaanl, bat'°" •hoald be aware that the UPI Ila• 

a rep,~ from lta corre-, •• •• • la ~-.cllan•t, alla .. dly from Rlarnud• 

dlJlemata: 

or Ibey wlll laYau. 
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§EOkZJ sa.sn ff I: INFORMATION 

Friday, Aqut 23, 1968 

Mr. Prealdem: 

S.bject: IaflltratlGII bto South Yletaam 

Herewith the latest per pectlvo on laflltratlOD •iDce last No.ember. 

1 2 , - - -Groapa Ohae"~ Poaalble•* 
ObeerYed Strenath Stngth ( e.tlmated} 

Nov. zo •• 986' 7,681 
Dec. 16 9,216 11,346 
Ju. 32 11. 372 15,872 
J'eb. 14 ,.1,. 7,M4 
Mar. 48 lJ, 4'28 25,776 
Apr. 53 2,.z,2 34,291 
May 61 20,582 29,158 
June '61 ,. 982 1S,70S 
Jaly 33 12,438 17.820 

·•· 1 - 22 ---1.. ,,1w ,,,,s 
Totala 325 113, 6" 168. 6,6 

Tlle abcwe flpre1 are impN••l• ; w. ba addltlcm, two dl•l•lona 
m~ aero•• the DMZ la Decem'ber-Jaauary. apla9t Khe Saall. 

W. . Ro..._ 

s 
• group• where lntetll1eac• 1••• u• R.mber• In the INRlp• 

.. mcbldH colamD 2 plu 1Nmbera allocated to 1reupe where 
llltelllseac• allcated a 1roa:p exiated. but did aot pl'Ori4e 
aambera. DECLASSIFIED 

Authority N L~ - C t ~ ,;i. tf 
WWR:kab 

By ~ , NARS, Date 7-;J.- Kl/-
SECS.El SZMSiilYE 

.,..., 



SECRET 

Friday, Aquat 23, 1968 

Mr. Prealclent: 

The day before y.aterday the city of Sal1oa received about 
2.0 rocket rounda. Of theae, aorne 15 hnpacted in the eaat central portion 
of the clqs. The Cioyernment A•aembly Buildin1 wa• hit by two rounda. 
Five round• atruck ln the Cholon ••ctlon, Initial report■ indicate 17 peraona 
were killed and 69 wounded. 

Bepmllng at noon, Waahlngton time, y••terday the Dana111 Atrba■e 
and Marble Mountain facllltlea came under 1round and artillery attack. 
Uuucce■■ful attempt■ were made to "liberate .. a pri•oner of war compound. 
US ca■ualtie ■ were 16 killed and 12.S wounded. Enemy caaualtie■ were 32. 
killed. 

A company ■lee enemy unit ha• continued the battle three kilometer■ 

aouth of Danana at the Cam 1A Bridge. The action continued through the 
daylight hour• and heayY ca■ualtie■ are expected. 

, , .... , I , .... • 

W. W. Ro■tow 

. " .; 



Si&GltC.SENSITIVE 

Aquat 23, 1968 

Mr. Prealdeat: 

Subject: Artillery Actirity la Caechoalovald.a 

The Csech artillery commwaicatiou aroup• 
pa••lna flre command.a, aa reported iD the CIA 
Swnmary, haa declared "the end of the exorclae." 

Thia clarlflea an area of great concern. 

W. W. Roatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E .5 

,,_ 7 
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Aucuet 22, llsl5 P••• 

Meaorandu■ tor tbe President 

SabJects Uncontiraad report• or Dllbcbek'a Death 

The v1re aenicea are c8.JT11nc report• trca two baa radio 
operator• - one 1n Bolland and tbe other 1n lev York state -
that Dubcek vas killed one or tvo boars earlier. Repatedq 
two dittenmt Cnch bu• ■-de tbe two lro&dcaeta. Tbq aebd 
tbat tbe intoration be relqed bat q.,e no ■ore intol"llation. 

We baft no continlation trca UST other eouree. 

for Walt W. Roatov 

latbaniel DaTia 

I l D 
~ 



Mr. Pn•ltleat: 

Tllllr .. a,. Aqut iz, 1968 
9:25 p.m. 

A9 I re.,..W to Ta:11 J'ellaHII, l cCMlld aot 1•t Cormier 
but dld 1et l>Na C.~11, of AP. I &••• him a wry f1a11 
brleflaa aa be ••ld Ile w01l1d by to &et a •tozy lD whlcll 
w..W aot be tW la to tile Whlte Heue. 

WWRo■taw:rla 

W. W. lloatow 
C41ctatNOYerpb .. ) 
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J'",..ORMA TIO N 
THE WHITE HOUSE •• '?,. 

WAIHtM4TOH \~• 

~ I 21 SENSITIVE. 

Thursday, August ZZ, 1968 
8:50 p, m. 

Mr, President: 

These indicate that 
the Russi.ans have probably gotten into 
the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and that the voice of Czechoslovakia. in 
New York may have been throttledr---

~-ct7~ ~ ~<.Q) 
~ ~ ~ ?~ ~ 
-~~ ~s,.~~,P1.~ 

'-"" ~N"4/Wy~R~stow 

Lu~ 
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INFORMATION 

8!';CRE1' "SENSITIVE 

Thuraday, Auguat ZZ, 1968 
8:35 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Thi■ la another obacure suggestion 
that the Czech mllltary forces may 
take aome kind of actlon. 

W. W. Ro■tow 

SECRET SENSITIVE 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSlflED 
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INFORMATION 

Thureday, Auguet ZZ, 1968 
7:ZS p. m. 

Mr. Pree ldent: 

Herewith a eltuatlon report on 
New York. 

You might call Georae and tell 
him he'e doln1 fine .... lf you think he le. 

W. W. Roetow 

WWRostow:rln 

1ft 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

-ooNFIDENTIAL WAIIIINOTOl'I 

Thursday, August 22, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Progress of UN Debate 

George Ball reports that a vote in the Security Council is not 
now expected until after midnight tonight. 

As of now, there are ten certain votes for the resolution. The 
Pakistan representative possibly will vote for, making an expected 
total of eleven. 

Two representatives are expected to vote no --· Algeria and India. 
The Indians say they have no instructions but if they get them in 
time, they will most likely be negative. 

Ball urges we do not try to delay the vote as was suggested earlier 
today in order to await the arrival of the Czech Foreign Minister 
who is not now expected in New York until 1:00 p. m. tomorrow. 

Ball inquired whether there was any Washington inquiry of his 
handling of the debate so far. • 

~ 
Bromley Smith • 

E S 

' NLJ 'f 

By_a,c;.._=~N~~~te-'l-i-f 7 



INFOltMA TlON 

ca SIJ~'f 
TlmrHAJ', A,.._t ZZ, 1968 -- 7:00 p. m. 

Mr. PreeW.Dt: 

Herewltll Bolt Glulnarp'• aaalJ'•le ol tlle carreat data on Vletaam, 
lacllldlq the mat.rial• from whlcb Sec. Cllfford talbd at totl&J'• Caltlaet ......... 

Y011 •IMNhl al•o kllOW the Wlowlaa: 

"TIie eumy appear• to lte attemptlllls to mon tewan hb alt.Jee••• 
ef Dae .. , Hol A.a. Cb I.at. 0--. Npl. B■DDMt ... , aad Sale-. aad 
tile area betw. .. tile DMZ aad B.Rte 9, 1-t la a manner wldcb .....W 
••elcl cGldact wltll oar lore•• te tbe ext.at peea~le. Oa the other llaa4, 
OU' force• are oa tile mo.e aad we are com ... late coatact wll:la tlae 
eaemJ. Tba eltwatlaa c:oul thu be ••acrlbN a■ pnNIIIIJ •baa la a 
•late el fl--. Tbe moat prepltlau time for tJa4t •-m, to mon wom.d 
lte wttb1a tu ant,._ alpt-. WhJNa wlll IN tlae dark of the mooa. 
Tile -.W..Ce of the pad WNk ■Hme to lailcate tbat tlN •••J' la 
IINl'las tlaa cempletlaa of .bl• pre,-ratlcaa for tbe flltue mllltary actloa 
aad latead■ to ,-r•• a talk-flpt pellcy." 

Alao attached 1• an accOWlt of ■ome 37 attack• coaducted 'by ijie enemy 
betweea 12:30 and 3:30 p. m. our time. (Tu B) 

W.W. Roatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority _;_N_L_~_-_C.__;;:B_S~..;;.;.. ... I __ 

By ~ NARS, Date ~ -d.f> -<Jf 
WWRoatow:rla 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. IOIN 

c.s 13 e !t !: T 

22 August 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: The Third Offensive 

It is clear that the military lull in Vietnam has ended. 

I believe that the third offensive has, in fact, started, for the 
following reasons: 

- Key indicators of military activity are running substantially 
above the 1967 rate; during the lull, they were as much as 300/o below 
the 1967 -rate. 

- There have been a number of indications that the· third 
offensive would be different from the TET and May offensives. There 
seems to be more emphasis on prolonged fighting as opposed to high 
intensity fighting. In view of the extraordinarily high losses the enemy 
usually seems to suffer during periods of highest intensity fighting, he 
would have good military reasons for prolonging the fighting rather 
than intensifying it. The main disadvantage is that his TV image suffers. 

- Current intensity is generally comparable to the period 
2-9 May -- except for the day of most intense fighting, 5 May. 

- Continued references to N-day could refer to different 
N-days in different locations. Thus, we -may well be faced with a 
series of rolling attacks rather than one all-out country-wide 
coordinated attack. ,. 

- Even if the enemy hopes to conduct a massive offensive, 
our spoiling attacks may limit his capability and disrupt his tiniirig. 

The point of this is not to predict that there will be no major 
• coordinated country-wide attack. The enemy ha_s the capability if 
he wishes to use it in this fashion at any time. 

5 EC RE 'f 

----··------
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The significant points are that: 

- we may never see fighting approaching the highest intensities 
of the TET and May offensives, but 

- we should not conclude, therefore, that the third offensive 
bas been abandoned, because 

- current intensity is sufficient to make a good case for the 
evaluation that the third offensive is already under way; 

- we would be well-advised to start preparing the Press 
for this possibility .. 

ROBERT N. GINSBURGH 

z . 

-5ECBET -

.. _, .. ,, 
CS Oil J0 a .. awe 

... 
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Between 12:30 and 3:30 this afternoon there were 27 enemy attacks 
by ground fire or fire in• I Corps. There were l O attacks in the 
II Corps. Except for the attacks on the Special Forces Compound 
and the POW Camp on Marble Mountain and Di Linh City in the II Corps 
all attacks have seized. 

1 

Places that were attacked in the I Corps: 

Quang Tri City - five rocket and 40 mortars 
Combat Base Dandergrip - unknown size 
Hue - five to six rounds of rockets 
Phu Bai - unknown number of rounds of mortar 
Three Ma£ Hqs - mortar and small arms fire 
Danang Airfiel~ - 26 rockets 
Danang City - ·small arms fire 
Marble Mountain 

Special Forces Compound - mortar and small arms 
fire 

POW Camp - underground attack 
Dien City - mortar and small arms fire 
Hoi An - unknown number of mortar 
Vietnam Navy Coastal Group 14 - mortar and groun d·attack 

Landing Zone Corba - mortar 
Thang Binh Sector Hqs - mortar rocket and ground attack 
Landing Zone 0' Connor - mortar attack 
Landing Zone West - mortar and ground attack 
Tamky City - mortar attack 
Landing Zone Bowman - mortar and ground attack 
Landing Zone Young - mortar attack 
Tien Phuoc City - mortar and small arms ·fire 
Landing Zone Buff - mortar 
Landing Zone Dotty - mortar and ground attac·k 
Quang Ngai City ·- mortar and ground attack 
MACV Compound at Due Pho City - mortar 

There is no other information available at present. This was received from 
NMCC who received it from ~ACV by telephone.• 

iMU4 i A.IC -
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SECRET 

INFORMATION 

Thur■day, Aqu■t ZZ, 1968 
6:55 p. m. 

Mr. Pre■ldent: 

Herewith ■omewhat more detailed 
account of the rocket attack on the 
Da.nan1 alr baae. 

W. W. Roatow 

-SECRE'k-

WWRostow:rln 

w iteHou~ 

By~~-
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SECH'I' 
n.r ... ,. A•pat zz. 19'8 
4:00 p. m. 

Mil. P.U:SlDENT: 

Henwltla two N,-t. of wlalch y• abolald be 
aware: althcmp tu flrat l• wacoaftrmed aacl tM 
Ncaad la oWtc.ft: 

•• the 8r•t atatea that U.. A..tdaaa Ila.a 
·1111Coa4rme• npena tlla& tllan l• ■ome m0¥9mellt 
ol military force• frem U.. a .. ,.. area toward 
tlle&omubaf'l'omler; 

-• tu Ncoad ladlc:ataa that tu C•dl mllltary 
are ...._ .. 1, Jammlaa Scwlat tnumltaer• aad 
tut "•clal baUla matedal" will "'CDOft -.t" oa 
tu pu•- of a coa■orL Tlala coald carry aa 
lm,UCatlca llaat the CMdl army may p lllto IMui-•-. 

We are, el COIU'M, followtaa tbaM matter• 
clONly. 

w. ... . lleatow 

COMPlmtN l IAL & SEC.U:T' attac:hmeat9 DECLASSIFIED 
E,O. 12958, See. 3.6 
NL.J '17•19~ 

By j," a , NARA Date '3- '- i,t: 

Dt.Ci A::;I •LED 

·.J.).. 
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Mil. PUSIDENT: 

Tlaraday, Allpat ll, 19'8-
'!00 p. m. 

l uad Bob Cilukrp to look at tbe three 
nceat Democrallc ..--,a1■l• for v,etw1m aad ••• 
wllat a atatamnt weald look llu wlllch •~1lnaelaed 
wu.twaeap .. dr.U.rtlaallwhatwudl ....... 

I arn ltf ao mean• clear llaat McCartlaJ will 
wlall at--, pala& to baft what la ...-c1 adeTUned. 
I Jaaft ao idea what TN lr.naiMy'a .-Udcal~J­
or Ge•• Mcaonra••• NeTertlllela••• ~ Bob 
Cii■aa..rp pl'NIICN la werlla nMI• U.,.. --
or tM Vice Pn.W.at -- ah-1d at aa, time try 
to pill •·••1' tM Vletaam pNhl ... la a pMitlft 
way. 

w. w. &o810w 

Attaeluneal 



Proposals £or a Vietnam Policy 

In an election campaign it is entirely proper that each candidate 
should seek to distinguish his position from those of his opponents. 

These distinctions, however, should not obscure the important 
areas of agreement which do exist. I~ is especially important that 
our enemies do not pla.ce exaggerated importance on ma.rgina.l 
differences while underestimating the substantial consensus which 
exists. 

Within the last week three significant approaches to ending the 
war in Vietnam have been placed before the Democratic Party -­
and the American people: 

- Senator McCarthyl s seven points, 
Senator Kennedy's four points, and 

- the six points of the proposed Dutt:on/ Gilligan platform. 

An objective analysis shows that there is little significant 
difference among any of these proposals or of the current policy of 
the United States Government. 

All four are in agreement on the following substantive points: 

- The U.S. seeks an honorable peace by peaceful means. 

- The future of Vietnam is a matter for the Vietnamese 
to decide for themselves. The U.S. should be prepared to consider 
assistance to the Vietnamese in building a viable political and economic 
post-war structure -- if the1( wish us -to. 

- Within South Vietnam there should be free, honest elections 
in which all South Vietnamese should be allowed to compete peacefully. 

- All foreign troops should be withdrawn as soon as possible. 

- As rapidly· as possible the AR VN should take over from 
U.S. troops and U.S. troops should be reduced. 

- In the meantime, we should not widen the war; to the 
contrary, we· should de-escalate as rapidly as po.ssible. 



- The most meaningful immediate step which the U.S. could 
take toward peaceful resolution of the conflict is the cessation of the 
bombing of North Vietnam. 

Thus, the issues which exist are not those of fundamental policy. 
Essentially, they are questions of the best tactics and the proper 
timing to achieve these fundamental policies. 

The tactical issues themselves are largely the result of: 

problems in semantics, 
- differences in th.e style of the candidates, 
- our intense search £or some way of persuading the North 

Vietnamese that there ought to be a way of finding a mutually acceptable 
settlement, and 

- a sense of frustration resulting from the £act that the North 
Vietnamese are not yet ready to stop the war on any terms but their own. 

There should be no doubt that even these tactical differences .would 
be largely indistinguishable from each other after any one of the candidates 
assumed the responsibilities of power. The real difference would turn 
out to be not a matter of platform, policy, nor of program but the 
personal, political style of the President. 

2 



INFORMATION 

SECRE'i' SENSITIVE 

Thuraday, August ZZ, 1968 
3:40 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

I aoked for thl■ appraiaal from 
Dick Helmo of a rather ausplciou11 
meaaage. Here are the facto and hie 
relatively reaaourlng judgment. 

W. W. Roetow 

SECRET-SENSITIVE 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 

NL] 0!) - ;;t 
By • NARA, Datc...21-.o 3 
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'------..---~' Castro may fear that the US might use 
the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia. as a justification 

£or intervention in CUba. 

_...... .· , 

~ ·J 3 . 
.; !l-~--e.J_ -·-····---- -·-- - ·-. -- • -·-··-~------. ----. 

,.sc.,) 
,.c.Ld'X.•) 
1-~oxo,t 
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Ma. PBJ:SIDENT: 

n.r ....... u .• , .. 
10:IO a.m. 

l uketl Blll P•.,. "to pnpan tllla 
aaalym of Ted ltaaaHy'• .... ell.- .Wela may 
latereat,,_. 

w. w.a..tew 

AU&c:lmleat 



W. P. Bundy l'l0 4'-' 
I~"'/. August 21, 1968 ~ 

POINTS CONCERNING SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY'S SPEECH 

I. Stopping the Bombing 

The speech urges that we ~•end unconditionally all bombing," 

i.e., withou~ any indication of wh~t Hanoi would do and presum­

abl\ even if. they are in the nliddle of an offensive. It a1·gues 

that: 

--· the bombing has never reduced infiltration, as allegedly 

confirmed by Secretary Clifford "just last week11
; 

-- "an end to the killing in Vietnam can never be negotiated 

so long as the bombing of Nort~ Vietnam continues," 

halt;ng the bombing would ~hus save more American 

lives than it would endanger; 
•I . . 

Hanoi 'Wllld be. " less l~kely" to initia.te new assaults; 

-- this· action would test Hanoi 1 s willin~ness to begin 

. seiious nego~iat!o~s. 

COMMENT 

1. What secretary Clifford said last week was thct. the 

present bombing was .doing about 'as.well as we could do from 

the standpoint·; of "attritio~. 11 As the word attrition cl~arly 

indicates, th~s ·means that the b:ombing ll l!'eaeeift~ the pre"Cft"t 

e+e,,r lcS7 destroying a significant percentage of trucks and supplies, 
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" : Moreover, (a point not mentioned. by the Senator) the bombing 

. . . 
: clearly affects ·North Vietnam's .ability to mass forces north 

of the DMZ and threaten our forces:south of the DMZ. This is 

: precisely· what secretary Clifford stressed in· the same press 
I• 

• conference: •1,1·t (the President). gives up the bombing of even 

'. this 11mited part of North Vietnam~ he dous not want to do it 

: at the expense of the lives of the:men we have in northern . . 

I Corps." 

l'i,O C?[tb ,,,,1,,, ,n secreca1.:y C11ffot~.' s zeorar~s ab Ob$ 

• whether the :bout'birig was 01 wa·s n,ot • l:'edtteil\g 4:11i!lt;ration bad tQ 
\ 

' ' . 
,· do 1,x:f tb 1ezbetbe;: ll91R&i-Rg nor:tk. g£ tbe 20tb parallel had this 
: . . . ' . 
~ effect. What; Seoa;e~a11y ClifEoi=d se1d was tba t 1.-ti did not, 

: this 1& eati.~ely dtffeteuc fwur th~ l'atta:.f.tJ.GR11 imposed by 

,· prE~.se»t bornb1:os weattieted to ke)' ~~ply ~&tttcs· and the crtte:l&l 

: ai::ea .no:rta ei the DMZ. 
, . the . 

2.: It i& true that/North Vietnamese have refused to 

·; consider a cease-fire until the bo~bing stops. But it does not 
. . 

•: follow that such a cease-fire, or any major progress in the 
. . 
: negotiations, would occur if the bombing stopped. In fact, if 

:we stop the bombing for nothing, a~ the President pointed out 

; on Monday, such a unilateral step could w&ll stiffen Hanoi and 

! lead it to believe that continued stubbornness would get us to 

= yield on successive points. 
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3. There is no basis 'f!!:ie;I iii.a: for any such confident judg­

ment as the Senator makes that a "blind" cessation -- such as 

he proposes-· would make new H~noi attacks "less likely." 

i .Hanol·has shown little indlcatlon_of being influenced by world 

opinion in _its decisions. Under a "blind" cessation, there 

would ·_be no -obl_igatlon, l\Ot ~ve~ the indication that the Admin­

istration has sought, that new attacks would not take place. 

The chances:must be assessed as s~bstantlal that Hanoi would 

, not be dete~red -- and the result~ng situation could easily 

become_ one -in which-pro_gress wa~ tmpossible and in which we 

might. -even be compelled to resume :bombing, which would set 

back the whole cause of peace substantially. 

II. Negotiating a Mutual Withdraw~Lfrom South Vi!,El!m· 

The speech urges that, follo~ing the bombing cessation, 

; .we negotiate _mutual withdrawal of .all foreign forces with Hanoi. 

The speech g·oes on: 

"If we ~ontlnue instead to insist that our withdrawal 
be con~itioned upon the·cessation of all violence in 
the ,South, or based upop the readiness of South· 
Vietnamese troops to take ;over, or tied to elaborate 
plans for internationS:1 peace forces, I am very much 
afraid th~t we will remaltj there indefinitely. My 
objective is much simpler: as Hanoi withdraws her 
troops, we withdraw ours." 

·' 
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'. COMMENT 

1.: We have consistently stated our readiness to negotiate 
. . . 

•• mutu~l withdrawal with Hanoi, and view it as a first item for 

'. substantive discussions. There is:no difference of view here, 

. 2. However, the quoted passaie is a factually inaccurate 

: statement of the Administration's position, which(by the use 

: of the word ~•con'tinue~ is clearly 1uplied· to include the quoted 

• elements. In fact, the Manila formula -- reiterated over 

'and over again by Harriman in Paris, by the President, and by 

;all others -- says that we are prepared to withdraw our forces 

i "as" the forces from the North are ·withdrawn, and "the level of 
.... 

\ violence thus ·subsides." -· In other words. we have'been 

: scrup·ulously .careful ~ to condition our withdrawal proposal 

:on the cessation of "all violence" :1n the South, bu~ave tied 

, it solely to the violence caused br forces fron the North. 

Moreover; the Manila fonnuia for sgreed withdrawal has 

:never been c~ntingent on the readiness of South Vietnamese 
' . 
;troops, nor on any plan for international peace forces. All . . 

; that we have -said in this a~ea is ~hat any .,,unilateral~ with­

:drawal can ta~e place only when· the South Vietnamese become 
I 

'capable of dealing with the situation. 
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In short; Senator Kennedy's: pojition that "as Ha1101 

: withdraws her ·troops, we withdraw ours," is the Adminstration 

• position_. He_ is unfortunately guilty of misrepresentation in 

\the quoted passage suggesting that ~he Admtnistration has any 

\ differ~nt view. 

3. • The speecn contains a curious sentence, in this secti011, 
. ,. : . . . 

: that: ''We can in the cour~e of our_ ·"di,.sengagement take steps 

'.to assure the safety of those whom ~e encouraged to stand up 

\against a Comnunist military takeover." If this means our 

'.~ ithdrawing a.s H~noi withdraws, then we do believe this to be 

ithe case, and again there is no dis.agreement. But if Senator 
' . . . 
: Kennedy 1neans that we can do anyihing "to assure the safety" 

i of non-Coumu~ist ·south Vietnamese in a unttera_l· (and non•compensa ted 

iUS withdrawal, he is flying in the face of all military and 
' . 

!civilian judgment on the gro~d . 
. 

·III. Helping the South Vietnamese ~u1ld a Viabl~ Structure.•.:.:.._ 

This is· Sehator Kennedy's third point. As stated in the 

:summary, there can be no argume11t w1th it. 

Senator Kennedy further s~ys that our intention to withdraw 

;woul~ b'e the mos~ important spur .we could provide to the Sagon 

iGovern~ent "to persuade it to.broaden its base, increase its 

;appeal, and negotiate an accommodatton with the National 
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: Liberation Front." (As already stated. we have made that 

: intention clear~· 

, . 

• Senator Kennedy's next poi~t appears to be that Saigon 

should ncr..have a veto on our stopping the bombing or mutual 
. . 
\withdrawal, and should be put o~ ~o~ice "that their_ chief prop 

'. will ·be· taken away" as soon a_s we can agree on these matters . 

. ; COMMENT 

1 .. There is no .disagreement with the obJective that the 
. . 

• Saigon Governmen_t broaden its base :and increase its appeal. 
: 1 . . 
: Moreover, Thieu has mad_e clear"i~ ~illingness to deal with 

. : . ., 
; elemen~s of the NLF, • refus•ing only , to ·recognize the Front as 

i an independe~t entity. If the NLF.really means business, this 

i distinction should make no difference. Moreover, the South 
. . 

i vietnamese view that the NLF is not in fact independent is 

:abUt\dantly supported by the evidenQe of its domination, as an 

., organization.- from Hanoi. 
,-

2. The underlying premise of s·enator Kennedy's whole 

jpoint in this area -ppears to be. that Hanoi will agree to a 

imutua,;{,ithdra~al of troops without;agreement, or a clear picture, 

\on ~he political structure in the South. In other words, the 

:senator appears to think that-we can simply negotiate mutual 

:withdrawal and let it go at that .. However desirable this 



-7-

, obj.ective -· and one· could wholly concur in it -- Hanoi's 

: positlon on peace treats the ·_so-ca'l).ed "Four Points" as a unit, 
. . 

• and thus lumps together withdrawal:and a political ~ettlement 
• : in the south under the_program of ~he NLF (coalition and takeover). 

: Hence it is most doubtful, if not ~ntirely wishful, to ta{U( as 

: though mutual withdrawal could be negotiated as a separate 
; .;lu-&t . . • 
'. ~&sue, orAthat Hanoi would agree to it on ·tnie basis. 

; IV. "Significantly Decreasing This Year the Level of Our 

'. Military Activity and Military Personnel in tl-e-South." 

This .is -of course nothing· .more ;nor less than a partial 

unilateral withdrawal. Senator Ke~nedy argues that it would 

; "hopefully" ·spur· Hanoi to agree to ;mutual withdrawal with us, 
. . 

land "h(?p~fuliy" spur.Saigon's talkittg to the NLF, 

; COMMENT 

l. On the best military and civilian judgment on the 

. ground,. the unila~eral "significan.~ 11 US withdrawal would weaken 
~11'"'-V . 

; the military.situation and eurtbe-r;increase Hanoi's temptation 

: to laul')ch fu·rther attacks. This has a direct bearing not only 

on the-lives-of our men, but on th~ kind of atmosphere that 
' . 
. would exist for serious talks, ass~ing •· as the Senator 

.proposes•· that-we had also stopped the bombing. 
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2·. Apart fr011\ ·the military imp~ct, itt:·flies in the face 

[ of all experience with CoOllllunist nations, and with Hanoi, to 

;SJppose that a unilatea.·al withdrawa~ would make Hanoi more 

:willing to talk sextously about an agreed mutual withdrawal . 

. surely they ~ould be u1uch more inciined to argue to themselves 

: that they. sho~ld hold out and expect us to take another 

'.unilateral· step. 



· v. General • 

While containing aon,e useful e!emente (stress on withdrawal 
. . 
. and stre11gthening the South Vietnamese), tm speech urges a 

·: "blind" cessation of the bombing, with all the dangers this . . , 
• ' . . 

l would involve.nbt only to lives but to real progress toward 

: peace, and urges· significant u1,i_lateral withdrawal within t~e 
. . 

: next few months.. Far from being_ t~e rotld to an honorable peace, 

, the speech really adds up to.the beginning of a process of 

; withdrawal that would hardly, de.spite the Senator's initial 

• claim· for it·• "enable us to end ·oui;-participation in tllis war 

: with honor, having fulfilled. our cQmmibnente to prevent a 

! North Vietnamese ta.keover of .the S9uth and having left the 

: future of South Vietnam to the d.aterminatim of the South 
' 
~ Vietnamese people." 

In sum, t~e speech is a slippery and plausible-sounding 

; argument founded on extremely dubious judgments and premises. 

: Indeed, like.so many pat solutions~ it could be accused of a 
. . 

, very deep and.basic lack of candor·as to its real objectives. 
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Sli6Rs:l' SENSITIVE Tburaday, Augut 22, 1968 

Mr. Pruldent: 

Herewith a •ummary of report• on tbe aituation in Bolivia: 

1. Thi• pa•t month Bolivia baa faced lt• longeat auatained cri•l• aince 
the junta takeover in November 1964. The atmoaphere ln BollYia l• 
atill •upercbarged. The Auguat 21 coup attempt fh:sled, but lt• key 
leader, General Vaaquez, i• atlll at large (Tab A). 

2. The IRG meeting yeaterday afternoon tentatively concluded that 
we ahould continue to live wlth the preaeJ1t Govermnent and abould 
learn from PrealdeDt BarrieDto• what hi• current motlvea are (Tab B). 

·-
3. The month-lon1 crl•l• •teaw from former Minlater Arpeda•' 
public admlaalon ln Chile on July 18 that he had leaked Che Guenra'• 
prized diary to Caatro ill June. That lllcldent undermined the aupport 
the BoliviaD military had been furnl■hin1 Barrlento• tbeae paat four 
year•. 

-- Arpedaa' char1ed, ln a pre•• conference on hi• return 
to La Pas laat Saturday, that the CIA had interfered ill 
Bolivian affair• (Tab C). 

-- At first, it appeared Argued&• and Barrientoa were in 
lea1ue to make the CIA a acapegoat and deflect from themaelve• 
aome of the critlclam over the Guevara diary epiaode. But in 
an Auguat 20 pre•• couference, Barriento• defended Bolivia'• 
relation• wlth the US and~condeamed Cuba •• the real threat 
(Tab D). 

H 12911 U(,1111J>25Yrs 

I ' 
ICJ : 

• Jr \much of Arl'Gedaa' 
preu conference comment about the CIA i• gro11Ddle•• (Tab E). 

4. Ambaaaador Raul Caatro will arrive ln La Paz thl• Saturday in an 
unpublicised mamier. 

I / SANITIZED ' 
I /; • E.O. 12958, Sec:. 3.6 
• ·~ ~} Of)- d, --=- \ 
/_/ _,., Byt"NARA.Darl!Y:..:J-~3 

Jr 
,i 

; 

W. W. Roatow 

61i8lUCT-SENSITIVE 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wuhineton, O.C. 20520 

August 21, 1968. 

•11 Si!LI 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Bolivia - Former Army Chief of Staff 
Announces Intention to Overthrow 
Barrientos Regime 

Former Army Chief of Staff General Marcos 
Vasquez at 9:30 p.m. on August 20 announced over a 

a Paz radio station that he had broken with Barrientos 
and Ovando with the intention to "raise standard ot 
rebellion." 

On August 12, General Vasquez had been maneuvered 
out of his posit-ion as Army Chief of Staff by Barrientos 
and Ovando because he was considered a threat to the 
Barrientos Government. Since that time Barrientos has 
been trying to get General Vasquez out of Bolivia grace­
fu~ly before he could rally support to his cause and give 
Ba~~ientos trouble. He was scheuuled to arrive in the 
United States on August 17 to represent Bolivia on the 
Inter-American Defense Board. His departure from Bolivia 
would have coincided rotrghly with the arrival of ex­
M~~ister Antonio Arguedas from Lima. 

Vasquez probably sensed that the Arguedas revela­
tions would cause sufficient turmoil in the already 
charged Bolivian political climate so that he might be 
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able to maneuver himself into a position to to~ple 
the Barrientos·Government. It is reported that he 
has been actively seeking the support of dissident 
political parties and groups. He has also be n trying 
to make contact with our Charge. 

Vasquez enjoys some support from some junior and 
non-commissioned officers and has been trying to expand 
this support to include entire units. He has been aiming 
at getting one or two regiments to support him to capture 
key facilities in La Paz. At the same time, he would try 
to gain popular support by capitalizing on the recent 
Arguedas revelations and the strong Bolivian sentiment 
of nationalism and denouncing the Barrientos Government 
for corruption and subservience to the United States. 
Although it is difficult to say from the limited informa­
tion available on Vasquez' present strength, it would. 
appear from his decision to make a radio announcement 
without simultaneously having troops move in to take 
over key installations that he still does not have 
sufficient Army unit support to move in this manner and 
therefore is trying to appeal to the public in the hope 
of rallying Army support if he receives f~vorable public 
reaction. 

General Ovando made an announcement following 
Vasquez' announcement calling Vasquez a traitor and 
stating that the Armed Forces had not taken an active 
role in the present political crisis but that they would 
not permit anarchy. President Barrientos is traveling 
in southern Bolivia and therefore has not yet been heard 
from on the most recent developments. It is to be assumed, 
how2ver, that Ovando is acting at this point to preserve 
constitutional government, and therefore there is agree­
me~t between Barrientos and Ovando with regard to how to 
deal with Vasquez' actions. 

~did! 
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We have been informed by the Bolivian Ambassador 
here, who was in contact with General Ovando, that 
General Vasquez has been summarily dismissed from 
the Armed Forces and has gone into hiding. 

At this point in time, it would seem that the 
Vasquez initiative has aborted, that the Armed Forces 
are unified behind Barrientos and Ovando, and that 
Vasquez has not been able to rally sufficient support 
within the Armed Forces to make a concerted move for 
power. Nevertheless, the political climate in Bolivia 
is hypercharged and has been this way for a month now. 
This is the longest sustained crisis which the Bolivian 
Government has undergone since the military junta took 
over from the Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario 
(M!\TR1 in November 1964. ~lthough Barrientos 'and Ovando 
work· g together have been able to maintain control 
throughou~, the stresses and strains of increasing_ 
?ressure from so many diverse sources in the Bolivian 
political picture (students, teachers, members of 
Congress, elements of the Armed Forces and a growing 
adverse public opinion) are bound to take their toll. 

, -~tl.;_,..f i/::-0;/j 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 
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August 21, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Bolivia - Situation Report 

The coup attempt by deposed Army Chief of Staff 
General Marcos Vasquez seems to have failed. Armed 
Vasquez supporters assaulted and temporarily captured 
the La Paz arsenal in the early morning hours of 
Au t 21, but were dislodged and arrested by Army 
and national police units. 

President Barrientos returned to La Paz from 
co~~abamba in the morning and at a mid-day press 
conference gave the clear impression that the danger 
had passed and that Vasquez, now in hiding, would be 
arrested shortly. 

The above estimate of the situation was concurred 
in by the IRG,which reviewed the latest available 
information in a meeting this afternoon. The IRG 
=urcher concluded a) that the basic United States 
pos~tion at this time should be that it supports the 
continuation of constitutional government, and b) that 
this was the position we should convey discreetly as 
appropriate. It was noted that an assessment of 
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Barrientos' motives is needed and has been requested 
(State 224459). The IRG concluded that no further 
immediate action is feasible. Th~ Country Director 
was asked to keep the short-range contingency plans 
ur .. .:..:;:r review. 

I !/ I , 

I I~ .. '/ / ;, 1// ,, ~ It;, :-?11, 
r i , 

~ • ,< /- l./.1 •• , , 'J/(7.. I. 
Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
• THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Bolivia - Former Minister of 
Government Returns, Makes Accusations 
Against CIA 

Former Bolivian Minister of Government Arguedas 
re~urned to La Paz on August 17. At press conferences 
held upon h·s arrival and again later in the day, 
A~guedas ascribed his action of providing the Guevara 
diary to Castro to his desire to rid Bolivia of 
"imperialism," as exemplified by the activities of 
t:_.;: CIA. Arguedas claimed that he had been recruited 
by the CIA in 1965, and provided considerable information 
on names of CIA personnel and their alleged activities 
in recent years in Bolivia. 

Embassy La Paz believes that Arguedas' anti-CIA 
~~ne may have been ordered by President Barrientos to 
p~ace ~he onus of the diary scandal on the United Stat~s, 
the:ce·oy div~rting attention from the GOB' s shortcomings. 

Possible ramifications of this development are 
several: 

1) Greatly increased press attention here 
to CIA "activities." 
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2) Possible public demonstrations against 
our Mission in Bolivia. 

3) Possible intensification by radical 
student and labo~ groups of agitation 
against the GCB (a minor demonstration 
occurred i~ La ?az on August 16, buc 
was easily broken up). 

4) This raises the question of U.S.­
Barrientos relatiqnships if the Embassy's 
belief is correct. 

Regarding (1) above we are planning, at least for 
the ~ime being, to adhere to our usual policy of 
declining comment on accusations about the CIA, no 
matter how absurd such accusations are. 

. 
Regarding point (2) above, our most recent infonna-

tion is that La Paz is calm, although there are rumors of 
a possible student demonstration at the American Embassy. 
The Embassy has taken security precautions. 

Regarding point (3), we continue to believe that 
the GOB can weather local threats as long as support f~o~ 
the military is forthcoming. The Barrientos-military 
reiationship, while uneasy since the onset of the diary 
scandal, is not yet at a point where military support 
seems likely to be withdrawn. 

On point (4), it is too early to predict the effects 
of this incident on our relationship with Barrientos. 
We will be evaluating this question over the next few 
days. 

ACTION TAKEN: Ambassador Castro will delay his 
arrival in Bolivia. He will return.to Washington for 
further consultations. This action is in accordance 
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with the recommendation of Embassy La Paz which 
believes demonstrations against Ambassador Castro 
a~e likely if he arrives at the height of the 
present crisis. 
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Washln~ton, O.C. 20520 

August 20, 1968 

SENSITIVE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Bolivia - Arguedas Case 

Bolivian ex-Minister of Government Antonio 
Arguedas has not had any additional access to the 
press since August 17. Reports from La Paz indicate 
t~at the general political climate except for con­
tinuing student demonstrations is calm and that 
President Barrientos appears to be in control of 
the Government. 

Ex-Army Chief of Staff General Vasquez has not 
yet departed La Paz for "golden exile" at the Inter­
Ame~ican Defense Board in Washington. There are 
indications that he has delayed his departure.to take 
advantage of the atmosphere created by Arguedas' charges 
to organize his own supporters. The Government's chances 
of maintaining control of the present situation would 
improve considerably with an early departure of Vasquez. 

It is still unknown how far Barrientos is willing 
to go to refute the specific charges against the CIA 
in Bolivia. However, at a morning press conference he 
p~~ised individual U.S. programs in Bolivia such as AID 
and the Peace Corps. He defended the GOB's relationships 
with the United States and condemned Cuba as the source 
of subversion in the hemisphere. He also stated that 
Arguedas would be tried for treason by a military 
tribunal. 
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There are, however, continuing anti-United 
States reactions to the Arguedas statements. The 
Embassy expects that they will have lingering 
negative effects on our relations. 

Ambassador Castro has returned from El Salvador 
to Washington awaiting developments before departing 
for La Paz. If it is detem,ined by the Embassy that 
there is a possibility for the Ambassador to arrive 
with limited public notice we will propose that he 
arrive in La Paz on Saturday, August 24. 

~~ 
Benjamin 

Executive Secretary 

Sl!Miifil"· SENSITIVE 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE ' 

WAIIIINOTON 

SECllE'f /NODIS Thursday, August 2.2., 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a capsule of Amb. Bunker's 63rd weekly report: 

A. General 

-- Lull came to an end on August 17-18; initial enemy attacks were heavily 
defeated. On August 2.1-2.2., tempo was up in all Corps areas. 

-- Enemy appears to be avoiding contact in moving against objectives (6 cities 
and areas south of DMZ), but our for·ces are engaging him. 

-- Enemy appears near completion of preparations for further military action. 
-- Vietnamese are giving more thought to a political settlement with a general 

realization that military victory is not possible for either side and concessions 
will be necessary .. 

-- At our suggestion, GVN is working on peace initiative which will hopefully 
underscore Hanoi's intransigence and help dispel impression that GVN is rigid on 
peace. 

-- Foreign Minister Thanh's August 2.0 speech stressed flexibility of GVN in 
future relations with Hanoi and third countries. • 

-- Keen interest being evinced in US political situation, particularly Democratic 
Convention; your VFW speech ended speculation on bombing halt. 

- - The sum of GVN efforts to improve administration, fight corruption, set 
up democratic institutions, and improve image abroad,. while not spectacular taken 
day by day, is encouraging. 

-- Saigon's Mayor is attacking many problems with vigor and is getting results 
in areas including civil defense and refugee resettlement. 

B. Political 

- - Huong government• s realization of negative impact abroad of GVN' s recent 
anti-dissident actions may lead to easing of Dzu's sentence from five years' hard 
labor to house arrest. In two cases this week special military court gave acquittals 
and suspended sentences. 

- - A "Plan for Eliminating Corruption" was announced by GVN, anti-corruption 
committees were established in each ministry and province and administrative anti­
corruption safeguards were to be implemented. 

-- Assembly completed work on both Supreme Court and Inspectorate bills. 
Six months after taking office, Inspectorate will begin audit of property of all top 
officials. 

Negotiations continue in Saigon with rebel Montagnard leader. 
GVN report on Cam Ranh Bay incident to be issued soon._ 
Hanoi reduced stress on Communist Alliance. 
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C. Military 

-- As indicated in General section, lull in enemy activity seems to have ended, 
-- Particularly effective engagements were fought by regiments of ARVN 1st 

Division in DMZ and Hue areas, 

D. Pacification 

-- Enemy third-wave offensive preparations have not yet caused significant 
defensive shifts detracting from pacification effort. 

-- Thieu will initiate pacification seminar program in IV Corps this week. 
-- Chieu Hoi ralliers reached 1968 high of 477 last week. They are often 

instrwnental in leading allies to arms caches: 
-- Initial allocation of 55,000 weapons has been distributed to civilian Self­

Defense groups, principally in urban areas likely to 1:>e third-wave targets. Self­
Defense units reportedly fought well in defending Tay Ninh city. 

-- RD cadre field strength rose almost 2,000 to 37,500 during July. 
-- The elite, US-advised, Provincial Reconnaissance Units during first half of 

1968 increased strength by 24o/11 and showed 23 to 1 kill ratio against enemy forces, 
About two-thirds of operations are directed against VC infrastructure~ 

E. Economic 

-- Price index rose slightly and is now 30% over January 1 level. 
-- Money supply is up 45% and still increasing rapidly. Mission fears resump-

tion of inflationary pressure, although safety valve of import licensing is up over 
previous quarter. . 

- - Black market currency prices continue to rise amid rumors of third-wave 
attacks and false rumors of impending devaluation. 

-- Rice deliveries from Mekong Delta are up again, but GVN is still undecided 
on a rice purchase policy. 

. 
W.W. R. 
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Thursday, August 22, 1968 

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AMBASSADOR BUNKER (saigon 36074) 

Herewith my sixty-third weekly message: 

A. General 

The pattern of enemy military activity changed abruptly during the past week. The 
lull which had existed for some weeks past came to an -end on the night of August 17-
18 with a series of coordinated attacks on Tay Ninh Province and city; on Loe Ninh 
which ra. d been the scene of heavy fighting last October; and Dak Seang in Kontum 
Province. These attacks were mounted in considerable force. At Tay Ninh, the 
enemy employed three battalions; in Loe Ninh and Dak Seang, the attacks were in 
battalion size-plus strength. In each instance the enemy was heavily defeated. He 
succeeded in gaining a temporary foothold in the southwest perimeter of Tay Ninh 
city, but was driven out by the morning of August 19. On the night of August 20-21, 
there was a series of fire and ground attacks on district and province towns in the 
delta. The province capital of Ben T re was attacked by two enemy companies and 
both My Tho and Can Tho were mortared. All told, there were fifteen such attacks 
during the night. In the early hours of this morning, August 22, Saigon received 
twenty rounds of 122MM rocket fire, one round going through the roof of the 
National Assembly building, another falling within a block of our 17th field hospital. 
Preliminary reports indicated fourteen civilians killed and fifteen wounded. During 
the last twenty-four hours the tempo of activity has increased in all corps areas. 

The enemy appears to be attempting to move toward his objectives of Danang, Hoi An, 
Chu Lai, Quang Ngai, Ban Me Thuot, and Saigon, and the area between the DMZ and 
Route 9, but in a manner which would avoid contact with our forces to the extent 
possible. On the other hand, our forces are on the move and we are coming into 
contact with the enemy. The situation could thus be described as presently being in 
a state of flux. The most propitious time for the enemy to move would be within 
the next few nights, which will be the dark of the moon. The evidence of the past 
week seems to indicate that the enemy is nearing the completion of his preparation 
for further military action and int ends to pursue a talk-fight policy. 

Along with the military situation, discussion of possible terms of a political settle­
ment continues much to the fore in the thoughts of the Vietnamese. Our provincial 
reporters now say that it is generally accepted in the provinces as well as in the 
urban areas that there will not be a military victory for either side and that the 
struggle will eventually become political. It is also becoming more generally under­
stood that concessions will be necessary, and many if not most political leaders are 
trying to frame in their own minds the terms of a settlement which they can accept . 
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In this connection, I have discussed with Thieu, Ky, and Thanh the usefulness of 
some kind of Government of Vietnam peace initiative at this time. It seems to me 
that this would be an appropriate moment for such a move on several counts. If 
the enemy should be able to mount an attack, as he gives every indication of at 
least attempting to do, a prior peace move by the Government of Vietnam would 
underline Hanoi 1s aggressiveness and intransigeance. It would also help to dispel 
a view which I take it is held in a good many quarters that this government is rigid 
and actually hostile toward a political settlement; whereas as a matter of fact, I 
believe its view has become increasingly flexible. In addition, there is a certain 
fluidity in Vietnamese domestic opinion on these questions, and the Government of 
Vietnam could probably do something to prepare public opinion along the right lines 
if it moved now. Thieu has responded favorably to this suggestion and at his 
direction a paper is being prepared under Thanh I s leadership on government policy 
toward negotiations and peace. He wants to present this as a forthcoming and 
positive document that will make clear the determination of his government to find 
a basis for ajust and honorable peace. Thieu has agreed that this will be coordinated 
with us and I have urged him to proceed on it as rapidly as possible. In my talk 
with him yesterday, he asked me whether I thought it would be useful if he made a 
speech which would pull together various things which had been said at one time or 
another about the government's attitude toward peace; he felt there was considerable 
confusion here and abroad on where South Vietnam stands. A more realistic view 
is now taken of peace terms, and it was possible to say things which could not be 
mentioned publicly in the past. I said that I thought this would be highly useful and 
should serve to contrast a forthcoming and reasonable attitude on the side of the 
government with the rigidity which Hanoi had so far displayed at Paris. 

Thieu has recently set up an adv:.sory council to help him formulate the government 
policy and strategy in the expected future negotiations. He has said he expects the 
DRV to propose a cease-fire in the near future and he wants to be prepared to deal 
with that contingency. He has, therefore, asked the council to study four main 
questions: 1. composition of the peace delegation; 2. the conditions under which 
the government would accept a cease-fire; 3. international controls and guarantees; 
and 4. future relations between North and South Vietnam. 

Of some interest in this connection was a speech August 20 by the Foreign Minister 
in which he stressed the flexibility of the government with regard to the question of 
legitimacy (he mentioned the possibility of opening diplomatic relations with such 
"third world" nations as Indonesia, France, and Cambodia). As one of his conclu­
sions, Thanh said, "the Republic of South Vietnam is prepared to discuss with North 
Vietnam arrangements for a cease-fire and conditions for reunification by peaceful 
and democratic process, under international supervision." He spelled out somewhat 
his ideas on the gradual development of practical bilateral relations after the settle­
ment with North Vietnam - - humanitarian, economic, and cultural - - along 1he lines 
he indicated at the Honolulu meeting. 

Vietnamese interest in our domestic political situation continues at a high level. 
There was speculation in the local press on the possibility of a complete halt to the 
bombing before the Democratic Convention. Your speech at the VFW should put 
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an end to it. The press also seized on Senator McGovern's candidacy as an 
important development. Several papers noted editorially Hanoi has been encouraged 
by his candidacy, and they conclude that no concessions can be expected from Hanoi 
until the Democratic candidate is selected. Interest both in the Democratic plat­
form and in the candidates will undoubtedly remain intense until the word is out 
from Chicago. 

While attention here is concentrated on the military situation, the question of a future 
political settlement, and our domestic politics, the government also continues its 
efforts to improve administration, fight corruption, set up democratic institutions, 
and improve their image abroad. Taken day by day, progress is not spectacular. 
However, I think the sum of these efforts is encouraging and I will summarize in 
the political section some of the things that have been done on these problems during 
the past week. I should like to mention here, however, a concrete example which 
I observed this week. 

On Tuesday I was invited by the Mayor of Saigon, Colonel Nhieu, to meet with him 
in his office and subsequently to tour with him those parts of Saigon that were hardest 
hit during the February and May attacks. 

We discussed for about an hour the various problems he faces and the programs he 
has underway to meet them. This ranged from the usual problems such as traffic, 
public transportation, police. public works, health and education to the special 
war-time problems of civil defense, refugee and reconstruction, and the fight against 
the Communist infrastructure now getting underway in an organized fashion. I was 
very well impressed with the way the mayor is attacking his many problems. He is 
well organized, hard working, and has a reputation for honesty. 

At present, 150,000 persons including 27,000 females, are on the civil defense 
rolls - - thi.s figure may ultimately go as high as 500, 000- 600, 000. Of these, 14, 316 
(including 356, 29. 3) have had their 33 hours training. So far, 2,260 weapons have 
been issued, and the Ministry of Interior has agreed to provide a total of 10,000. 
A total of over 22,000 weapons will ultimately be issued. These groups are not to be 
thought of as an army -- their function will be patrolling and guard duty in their own 
wards and precincts. Only those actually on patrol or guard duty at any given time 
will be armed. The plan is• to provide 30 carbines and one pistol to each of the 711 
ward teams. There will also be arms for 36 precinct teams of fifteen men 
each, and nine district teams of the same size. 

Most heartening of all was the progress I saw in reconstruction and resettlement 
of the Tet and post-Tet evacuees since my last visit to the war-torn parts of the city 
some two months ago; permanent housing for 1,400 family units, in the form of 
well planned and attractive four-story, reinforced concrete apartments is expected 
to be available at the end of October. Nine hundred more such family units are to 
become available in November. Each apartment building will house from 140 to 150 
families. Occupants will pay about 2,000 piasters a month, which over twenty years 
will make them the owner of their unit. Two thousand more of the same type are 
planned by the government, and the AID supported Ming Mang project on which 
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construction has not yet begun, will provide another 2, 000. Eventually, between 
30,000 and 35,000 people will be provided with housing far better than the shacks 
in which they had been living. This is all additional to the semi-permanent pre­
fabricated housing such as l?etrus Ky (with some 12, 000 occupants) and housing 
constructed by the Army of the Republic of Vietnam and U. S. engineer units in 
districts 6 and 8. 

B. Political 

Government of Vietnam Image. The Huong government is aware that some of its 
recent actions against dissident elements have hurt its image in the United States 
and other countries. Apparently one result is that some consideration is b~ing 
given to easing Dzu's sentence. One suggestion we have heard being house arrest 
in Dalat. We intend to follow up on this possibility. 

The special military court this week took action in two cases which, if they do not 
improve the Government of Vietnam image abroad, certainly will not hurt it. 
August 16 the court tried the owner of a small print shop and his assistant, a 
Buddhist monk, for printing subversive literature. Judging by the evidence presented, 
the two were probably guilty as charged, but they drew only a suspended sentence. 

The following day General Lam Van Phat and four other officers were acquitted of 
charges arising f ram the attempted February 1965 coup against General Nguyen Khanh 
The Phat case was played up in the local press, with accounts of Phat 1 s hard life 
while posing as a simple peasant farmer in an area often troubled by the Viet Cong. 
Phat was quoted as saying he had never believed he could set foot in Saigon and 
become a free citizen again, and he "almost fainted for joy" when told he had been 
acquitted. 

Anti-Corruption Campaign. A further move against corruption was the announcement 
this week of the establishment of anti-corruption committees in each ministry and 
province. Announcement of the committees was coupled with the publication of a 
"plan for eliminating corruption". This effort is intended to concentrate on preventing 
rather than discovering and punishing corruption. Various administrative procedures 
and safeguards are to be implemented which will make corruption more difficult and 
less attractive. 

The assembly completed work on both the Inspectorate and Supreme Court bills this 
week, thus clearing the way for establishment of the two remaining branches of the 
new constitutional government. Under the law establishing the independent Inspector­
ate an audit of the property of all top officials, including the President and Vice 
President, is to be completed within six mod hs after the Inspectorate takes office. 
There will be 18 chief inspectors, six chosen by the Assembly, six by the Supreme 
Court, and six by the President. The personnel and facilities of the present Inspec­
torate under Mai Tho T ruyen will apparently be absorbed by the new body; there is 
speculation that Truyen will himself be named to the Inspectorate and serve as its 
Chairman. 
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F-ulro. Current negotiations with the rebel Fulro Montagnard leader, Y Bham, 
are still in progress in Saigon. While no agreement has been reached as yet, both 
Y Bham and Minister Huynh Van Dao have told us that they are optimistic about 
the outcome. Y Bham has been entertained informally by Dao, his opposite number 
in the negotiations, and seems to have confidence in the Huong government. His mere 
presence in Saigon plus the cordial atmosphere of the negotiations are in sharp 
contrast to Y Bham' s suspicious and somewhat aloof attitude during his negotiations 
with government officials in Ban Me Thuot last year. This is another area in which 
the Huong government is following an enlightened policy which promises more support 
internally and a better image abroad. 

The Alliance. Although the alliance has figured in the news recently, largely as 
a result of some imaginative Japanese correspondents, we have the impression 
that Hanoi may, at least for the moment, be less interested in its possibilities than 
formerly. The list of slogans for the commemoration of the August revolution and 
the DRV National Day omitted any reference to the alliance. Moreover, the latest 
alliance communique, supposedly issued following a July 3 meeting near Saigon, 
associates the alliance very closely with the NLF and makes little effort to suggest 
that its policies differ in any way from that of the NLF er Hanoi. Perhaps the long 
trial of the alliance leaders and the failure of the alliance to attract any meaningful 
support in South Vietnam have caused the DRV to conclude that the alliance is not 
likely to serve as an effective intermediary between Communists and certain 
nationalist circles. 

Cam Ranh Bay Report. The report of the joint investigation was signed by the 
Defense Minister on August 21 and forwarded to President Thieu. The investigators 
found that most of the allegations made immediately after the search were untrue. 
However, they also found that in afew instc11 ces, the Americans involved did go beyond 
the agreements relating to such searches, i.e., they entered ands earched in some 
areas when not accompanied by government authorities. The U. S. side is investi­
gating these incidents further. We are pressing for quick release of the report to 
dampen down further rumors and speculation. 

C. Military 

As I noted in the general section, the lull in enemy activity seems to have ended. 
Whether this in fact signals the opening of the third wave remains to be seen. 

I have outlined the overall military situation in the general section, but I would like 
to add a few details on some recent Army of the Republic of Vietnam performance; 
evidences of improvement continue to appear. This week, the second regiment of 
the Army d the Republic of Vietnam 1st Division carried out a brilliant operation 
in the southern part of the DMZ near the coast. It caught the 1st battalion of the 
139th North Vietnamese Army Regiment by surprise, killed 165 of the enemy, 
captured all the weapons of the heavy weapons company, and a document stating that 
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the 1st battalion had orders to attack south from the DMZ on August 22. In a brief 
engagement with the same enemy battalion a few days before, the second Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam killed 107 enemy. This battalion is believed to be almost 
wiped out. On August 16, General Abrams visited the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam 1st Division and decorated some of the men for their part in this action. 
He came back more than ever impressed with their professionalism and espirit. 

In another action southwest of Hue, the newly organized 4th Regiment of the Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam 1st Division killed 96 enemy, took 40 prisoners, and 
captured 45 weapons, while suffering six dead and four wounded. This was not only 
a green regiment, but it was on its first operation. 

D. Pacification 

Preparations against the so-called third wave offensive have not yet detracted from 
pacification, as there has been little shifting of forces to defensive positions. 
Nor has increased enemy activity in the Third Corps and now in the delta yet had 
any apparent impact on pacification. The Government of Vietnam is keeping its 
cool, with Thieu still planning the first of his pacification visits in the Fourth Corps 
on Friday. Komer has exerted considerable influence over its preparations and will 
give us a readout. 

Despite usual increased VC/NVA security precautions as attack plans mature, the 
Chieu Hoi rate hit a 1968 high last week -- 477 returnees. Many brought information 
on enemy plans. Increasingly returnees are leading friendly forces to caches, 
which complicates enemy attack preparations. In the lower delta, a VC artillery 
chief of a district and the chief of a weapons "factory" rallied and promptly led 
friendly forces to a large cache containing a 75MM pack Howitzer, a 105MM mortar, 
eight crew- served weapons, innumerable small arms, and large quantities of 
ammunition. Rewards exceeding one million piasters were paid by the Chieu Hoi 
Ministry. 

We have reports that local self-defense groups fought well against enemy who 
infiltrated Tay Ninh city during Sunday morning's attack. In fact, the self-defense 
program has moved ahead rapidly during "self-defense month", which opened on 
August 11 and is gaining momentum. The first allocation of 55, 000 weapons has 
been distributed, principally to Saigon and other large cities most likely to be targets 
of any "third-wave". Although statistics are probably quite unreliable because of 
rapid growth of the program, the interior ministry lists almost 270,000 people as 
being involved -- security groups, first-aid teams, lookouts, etc. More than 
130,000 are already armed. Ceremonies to present weapons to people's self-
defense groups are being held around the country as the President, Prime Minister, 
and Minister of Interior all give personal support to the program. 

~li:CRE'F-/NODIS 
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Big improvements were noted in Revolutionary Development cadre during July. 
Field strength jumped almost 2000 to nearly 37, 500. For the fifth month in a row 
cadre losses declined -- mainly as a result of fewer desertions. 

But by far the most productive pacification elements are the elite provincial 
reconnaissance units over which U. S. advisors exert considerably more control 
than any other pacification asset. Their strength increased 24 percent during the 
first half of 1968. Over the six-month period, the enemy/provincial reconnaissance 
unit kill ratio was 23 to 1 - - last month it was 25 to 1. About two-thirds of all 
provincial reconnaissance unit operations are directed against the VC infrastructure, 
making the provincial reconnaissance units our most potent exploitation force. 

E. Economic 

In another relatively quiet week, retail prices in Saigon rose slightly. The food 
index rose 2 percent and non-food items rose 1 percent. The rise in food prices 
was chiefly due to a firming of rice prices, which rose 2 to 5 percent, probably 
due to rumors of an impending price support program. Goods moving up Route 4 
from the delta are in good supply, but rains and security conditions continue to 
impede traffic on Route 20 from Dalat. 

The retail price increase since January 1 now stands at 30 percent. During the 
same period, the money supply has increased by about 45 percent, and it is still 
increasing rapidly. Therefore, despite the fact that price increases have been 
moderate during the last few weeks, we still fear that inflationary pressures will 
resume over the coming months. However, the largest safety valve for inflationary 
pressure, imports, show signs that it is functioning: licensing of government foreign 
exchange totaled $24 million iri July and $11 million in the first 11 days of August, 
compared, for instance, to $56 million for the whole April-June qiarter. 

One disturbing note is that black market currency prices continued to rise last 
week, with the dollar rate reaching 210-215 piasters by week's end. Some generalized 
fear of inflation is no doubt ci. ·work, but rumors of an impending "third wave" attack 
on Saigon, and of developments from the Paris conference, a:t"e now at a height, and 
these may be responsible for the fairly sharp rises in currency rates of the last two 
or three weeks. Time Magazine's totally false report that there would be another 
devaluation may also have contributed to the pres sure on the piaster. 

Rice deliveries from the delta were strong during the first half of August -- 20,000 
tons compared to 30,000 for the whole month of July, and July itself was a good 
month. Rumor of government action on a price suppor.t program is believed to be 
one of the factors. Unfortunately, there is so far no truth to this particular rumor, 
as the government continues undecided on the key questions of how much rice will be 
purchased, when and at what price. 



INFORMATION 

August ZZ, 1968 

Mr. President, 

Congreasional comments on the first day of the Czech occupation included 
the following comments from Press account•. All except Senator McCarthy 
treated the event• a• a very serious and highly deplorable matter. 

DEMOCRATS 

Seaator Eugene McCarthy 

"I do not see this aa a major world crisis." 
"There ia little the U.S. could have done." 
Calling an NSC meeting was "out of proportion" to event•. 
"If you want to play games at the U. N., go ahead." 
Vietnam, Dominican Republic and Bay of Pigs make it "harder for us to 
raise serious moral and diplomatic proteata. We certainly could not use 
force in view of President Johnson's recent statement on the bombillg of 
North Vietnam." 

Senator George McGovern 

"I view thi• as a serious matter." 
"The United State• is certainly not going to get involved in this matter." 
"The United Nations ought to be the forum where these thing• are settled." 
Because of Vietnam "our capacity to protest the Soviet intervention 
i• weakened." 
The occupation reflect• "fundamental diviaion in the Red Bloc," but the 
"force of nationalism" will in long run preY&il. 

Senator Edward Kermedy 

"The entry of Russian troop• in Czechoslovakia i• a retrogression into 
an age we had all hoped was passed. I will not comment in detail, but 
these events are an affront to decency and especially to the brave people 
who have demonstrated that they seek to be independent of the Soviet 
Union." 
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Senator Thoma• Dodd 

-- "The Sovlet mllltary occupation of Czechoslovakia ie an act of infamy 
which will go down in hlatory with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 
I hope that the tragedy ln Czechoelovakia will be a lesson to those who 
have urged appea■ement or conciliation on Communism in Europe, in 
Vietnam, in Latin America and throu1hout the world, or who have 
engaged in pipedreams about a softenb1g in Soviet policies." 
U.S. should invoke an emergency session of the U. N. General Assembly. 

Senator William Fulbri1ht 

-- "A very tragic development" which in the long run "will prove to be a great 
mistake on the part of the Ruaelana." Showe "that communism as such -­
the Ruaalan variety at least -- doe• not appeal to the Czechs." 

-- Fulbrt1ht ha• offered no advice on U.S. cour■ e of action. "It's too new." 

Senator Mike Mansfield 

--
11There le aothing that the U.S. can do. Our over-involvement in Viet­
nam would prevent us from dof.na anything even lf there was anything we 
could do ... which we cannot at thh tlme. 11 

•·"All the United Nation■ can do ia to debate and deplore the aituatton ... " 

Senator Wayne Moree 

--
11 

••• demonstrated again that a totalitarian etate fear■ freedom of expres 00 

aion more than it fear■ anythln1 elee ... The Communiat parties of 
Ru■ sia, P.bland, East Germany and Bulgaria knew that their own doctrin­
aire way of life could not witbatand freedom of expresalon, should it prove 
contagioue." .. 

Senator William Proxmire 

"The invasion means higher taxes for Americana. Now the defenae budget' 
could be higher than ever. , 
"Any pro■pect for reducing American troop• in We ■tern Europe la now 
gone for the indefinite future. The prospect of an additional, expenaive 
U.S. buildup in Europe seem■ very real." 

Senator Ralph Yarborough 

-- "We are weak over the rest of the world becauee we have all of our forces 
pinned down in Southeast Aela. " 

-- "The Czech events raised 'a very definite ·poaslbillty' that Preaident 
Johnaon might re-enter the Presidential contest." 

8/22/68 
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REPUBLICANS • 

Senator Geor1e Aiken 

"Some of the Ea•tern European nation• have been trying to get out from 
under Ru••ian domination for a lon1 time. Unfortunately. the U.S. has 
n.ot given. them an.y encoura1ement, but apparently wtll go alon1 with 
whatever Ru••ia want• to do there. It's di•gu•tlng." 
The Ru••ian lnva•ion waa not fully unexpected. 

Senator Frank Car hon· 

-- The •ituation l• "extremely araae with far-reaching implication•. The 
intruaion of foreian troop• _in.to that coUDtry prove• once again the founda­
tion upon whlch we had hoped to build better Ea•t West relation• la 
merely a Communilt facade. What they really mean ts peaceful coexist­
ence on their teirm• only." 
"The rever•ion to the atron1•arm police-state tactics similar to the 
Hun1arian r~•olt le a brutal •hock to the hopes an.d de•iree of citizen, 
throu1hout Europe. " 

Repre•entatlYe Paul Findley 

The NATO Council •hould be convened immediately and U.S. ratification 
of the Nuclear Noaprollferatton Treaty •hould be •u•peaded indefinitely. 
U. N. Security Council should be called quickly. 

Repre•entatiye Gerald Ford 

-- The •ympathie• of all American• "are with the freedom-lo•ing Czech• 
•o crudely auppre••ed by SoYiet military might, but the U. 5. should not 
become involved in thi• Communi•t family fight." 

- - Soviet inva•ion i• "a clear violation of Czec.h aoYereignty," but U. 5. 
•hould "move with extreme caution in this •ituation. " 

-- Soviet Union ahould be required to explain ita action• before the United 
Nation•. 

Senator Thomas Kuchel 

--
11Brutal Soviet aggression against a liberal neighbor" po•e• "a 1rave 
warnuag to the Atlantic Alliance nation•" -- "the fiamea could eaeily apread." 

-- "A terrible blow to our prayers for a durable peace. The entire world 
baa a vital stake in this tragedy. Therefore there la an urgent need to 
convene the U. N. Security Council at once." 



Senator Jack Miller 

-- The Senate should ,eriously consider po■tponin1 ratillcatlon with Ru■sia 
of the pending non-proliferation treaty. 

-- "Thi■ re■ort to the aame type of naked military power as wae u■ed in 
Hun1ary clearly demonstrate• that the leader• of the Soviet Union have 
not chaa1ed their phllo■ophy or ■trate1y. " 

R.epre ■entattve William Minshall 

-- " .. areatly diaturbed by the apparent failure of our intelligence services 
to proYlde our government with any advance notice of the invaeton." 

-- Called for an immediate emergency meetina of the Hou■e Defense Appro­
priation• Subcommittee with Pentagon and State Department officials to 
con■ider what can be done 11to ■hape up and sharpen up our intelligence 
ageacies both in the military and the CIA? 11 

Senator Strom Thurmoad 

-- "Demonatrate■ once again, as did the murder of Hunaarian citizen• in 
the 19SO'a, that Soviet Communhm la the ■ame under Soviet Party 
Chief Brezhnev a■ it was under the tyrannical dictatorship of Khru■hchev 

and Stalin. -- There ta once a1aln blood on the Iron Curtain and another 
nation'• death piled on the debrl• of labtory which crie1 for etron~ 
forei1• policy leader■hip from America. 11 The goals of world con,r· 
niam remain "totalitarian, monolithic, expanaionlatic and depeade·nt 
upon military power and brute force to exerciae lt• will. 11 

Repre■entative Bob Wilson 
.. 

The Ruasians "have reverted to their true colors." 

8/22/68 
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BOMBINOS SINCE MARCH Jl '7,,.; ,0~ ~ d 

~~ fvvj(pJ 
0a Mardi 31, I rutrlctecl die boml.ba& of Nor&a Vieuaam to a 
Umltecl area below tu 20tb parallal escl•di•1 tlaa area CGll&alaiaa 
&boat 901' of tu P•• •1•tlea aad 18,. of die 1alUl area. 

Hen ia .... 1 look a& tile CN& CO 118 of da1a mo•• .... Ille 
MlYaa&a1••• 

TIie coac.a are &a•••= 

-- s.,,uae move aonullr ia&o Haiplleaa Harbor to HalMN aad 
•ouda -- witllout oltetracUOL HaDOl 19 re,atrua .... , ••• 
Uft de•••' aacl l>ricla•• a.ad odaer h'aaa,ort fadUli••· 

-- 4hl,oap cur ba•• ao& cli•Maded or ••• aouda &lie lar1• 
fore•• allecated to aatl-aircraft deleu• aad repair werk, 
Ille lack of beablq ill da• Huol-Ha1 ..... area bu mMleutedlJ 
.... d Haael'• taak of r•■nt• daab colllltry. 

0a ala• otur haed., •lac• Aprill, we un bHa ... ,ro,taa or 
damattal eadl •••k aD aftrap ef 200 ef tile 700 tr•cka tllat •• 
MMne. TM•• tr•clia are all •-P• la ■•pplyias die ferce■ 
la S..tll Vienam, By tbia coaceauatetl bereblaa, we are r••daa 
die Oow ef mea aDCI amm■atUoa below tae le..t lt wodcl o-.rwlae 
na-. TIile ua be•• ,-rUnla~lr -..rtaat ■lace e-..zy hulicator 
el lateUApMe aYadaltJe to a■ tell■ u dial *J llan beea Nil4t .. 
.. m mea aacl ••,.U.• la tbe Solltb for a tlalrc' ••itN ataack 
wlaldl caal4 come at _, U.. ·• allllnp tM7 bav• not ,-t af11U'811llr 
.... tb6 f1ul declaloa to 10. 

TM ce•••doa of die Nllaltlq of tu aordMrD part of Vle&aam baa 
ndace4 di• pr••...,• 011 a■ al"Mlllll &Ile ••l'W. lecn&arr aaak 
teUa me dlat DODe el die •••ten ~• 1••a'IIIIMllta -- or 
tu.ed e&ller aoa-coanatf■l•t ,.verame■ta •· la pr•••iaa •• to 
atop tlae. reat ol die M•Mq witlleut •ome Wldereta•dle1 from die 
o&ur .,. OD •Ila& _,. woud do u .. w.W •&of. 

-- Allll•p aow a coulclerabla cawpelp 1a MJaa moumt•cl la &be 
Oaited State• to •&op the re•t of die ltomM'II wla&erallr, 
tlM peeple u a wllole ...S.re&allll. •• a receat ,.U l..Uca••• 
tllat •• laan to pet.a CMU' mea widl tilt• cacUcal ltomblq 
ia tile ,-eheDdJe atll •• cu 1•& aome reclpr4Kltr. 



0. Nh•ce, ... military DMD ue ......... , •attaftad tlaa& tu 
dedaloa •• &ook oa Ma .. ca Jl luaa IIOt alpW.caadf weabMd •r 
,..ltiea. ••,.ciallF at a dme wua lllq •.,.ca 6ardlar laleul" 
NUI•• la tu •Ntll. .__. •• caadau to bon+ la tu nleftlll 
tactlcal ana au&b el U.. DMZ. 
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----• NARA, Date l-31-D 7 

August 22, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Czechoslovakia -- Talking Points for Today's Cabinet 
Meeting 

You may wish to open today's Cabinet Meeting with tho followin1 point■: 

1. The Cierna meetln1 mdlcated we 
should not assume there would be no military intervention by the 8orieta. 

-- Our continued to show Soviet forces 
massed for inuninent invasion. 

- - For several daye prior to August 20 tho re were reports of incfeased 
tension and some indications of preparation for action. 

-- We were provided with excellent reporting from Prague and Moscow, 
including %Dir Ambaesador Thompson's overall evaluation that "the 
Soviets will go to great lengths to push the Czechs back to something 
close to the pre-January altuatiorl~ and the following interesting predic­
tion by a Soviet intellectual on August 1 : "No matter what OlU leaders 
have said at Cierna, or will say at Bratislava. sooner or later they 
will have to cruah this thing. 11 

-- The Tuesday lunch agenda c&-l'ried the following item: "Soviet atrategy 
in U.S. -Soviet relation• at this stage, including the relationship to 
p·ossible moves against Czechoalovakia. " At the Tuesday lunch we dis­
cussed reports of a Soviet Central Committee meeting and Richard 
Helms reported that this might indicate a definite Soviet decision to 
move. 

2. The S~viets probably decided to move for both foreign and domestic 
reasons. 

-- Czechoslovakia protects the flank of Soviet forces in Germany an.d 
the viability of the Soviet position in the heart of Europe hinges on it. 
Without Czechoslovakia, the Warsaw Pact might well trumble. 

-- The play-back effect of Czechoslovakia's experiment in democracy 
and freedom threatens Communist stability throughout the Bloc and in 
the Soviet Union itself. 

-SECftE'f .... 



3. The events of Tuesday evening: 

-- At 7:05 p. m. Walt Roatow relayed Dobrynin' s request for a 
meeting. Secretary Rusk was immediately informed. 

- - Dobrynin came to the White Houae, a.ad read the Soviet statement 
advising ua that troop• were moving in alleged. ruponae to extei-nal and 
internal threats to the Czech Communiat regim•. 

-- After hie aeaaion with the.platform committee -- darin1 whieh 
ticker repo:rt1 ol the h'avaalon ■tarted coming in•- Secretary Ruak 
returned to the White Home. • 

-- The NSC meetin1 followed. 

4. We bellevo there le no baelc c:lieagreemont within the 'United Statee 
Government on palicy . 

•• We have no commitment to intervene militarily in Czech defenee. 

- - We do not believe an American mWtary intervention ia in our 
national intere•t. 

(We ai.o do not believe ouch an intervention could be in the Csech 
interest. Interoatlagly, the Czecha were ■ufficimatly prepued for ·what 
happened to have ile,aed explicit ordera to their military forces !l9l to 
reelat an ln~•ion.) 

5. We mu•t treat~ preaent situation -- in all its tragedy ---in the 
broad context of world pollUce ... The Cold War b not over. but we •lMmld, 
also understaud that we cannot simply return to it. Aa I said in my 196'1 State 
of the Union Meaeage,. ''Our relatlona with the Soviet Union and Eastera • 
Eu.rope are ... in transitionu -- a tranaition that b complicated and dangeroua. 
The ideolo1ical baeis f.or Soviet poweJ' ii fragmenting, and the Rueeiane 
are moving toward a more pragmatic and normal eociety -- but they are 
atilt a great and jealous nation state. The work we have done in recent years 
has contributed to tbii:t.r process. In the long run. it will be vitally important 
to continue tbia work .... although no one can say with any certainty when 
it will be possible to resume our efforts in practical ways. 

W. W. Rostow 
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