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SUSSTITUIE -- "IT IS MY JUDGMENT AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF -- ON THE
DASIS OF:ALL THE EVIDENCE -~ INCLUDING THE ASSESSMENT OF THOSE.
WHO. CARRY THE BURDEN ON THE BATTLEFIELD -- THAT A UNILATERAL
BOABING: HALT AT THIS TIME WOULD SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE THE -
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Tuesday, August 27, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT:

Harold Linder will be leaving on
September 9 to take wp his new post
as our Ambassador to Canada, State
recommends an appointment with you
before he leaves,

I believe a meeting with you would be
very helpful,

W. W. Rostow

Arrange meeting
with Linder

Neo

Call me

Cm‘ ERF:mm
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ALEIJS‘I 21, 1955 mm-a n "h.
suaascr: CZECH-SOVIET COMMUNIQUE AND GEHERAL SITuntinH

THE EILﬂH-Sﬂ?ILT cunnuulﬂht HAS JUST BEEN PUBLIEHED IN

WOSCOW. - IT CALLS FOR THE GRADUAL WITHDRAWAL OF OCCUPYING
TROOPS == AS THE SITUATION Il THE COUNTRY IS MORMALIZED..

SOVIZT TROOPS ARE NOT TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS :

(AND APPARENTLY ARE WITHDRAWING FROM THE CENTER OF PRAGUE),

THE COMMUNIQUE ALSD SAID CZECH LEADERS HAD "EXPLAINED™ HOW -

THEY WERE STRENGTHENING THE LEADING ROLE OF THE' COMAMUNIST®
PARTY ANT SOCIALIST INSTITUTIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. WHILE
THIS IS NOT EXPLICIT, WHAT IS PROBABLY REFERRED TO.1IS A :zscﬂ
ASSURANCE THAT NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED .
T0 ‘MOVE OUT 'ON TO THE POLITICAL. SCEMNE.TINDICATIONS ARE IHAT

THE CZECHS HAVE AGREED TO INPOSE SOHE.SORT OF :CENSORSHIP cliv- .
TO-PROTECT. THE WARSAW:.PACT ALLIES FROM:ATTACK AND-THE -PUBLICATION.
OF UNPALATABLE TRUTHS. -CZECHOSLOVAKIA REMAINS EDHHITIEE Iﬂ*'“
THE WARSAW PACT, THE EAST-ELOC ECONMOMIC SYSTE® AND THE '#¥
GENERAL LINES OF:SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY--PARTICULARLY AS™

REGARDS BONN.
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THIS ROMANIAN INITIATIVE IS OMINOUS, WE SHOULD THINK

HARD ABOUT IT.
USUN 6298

l. CONWFIRMING BALL-RUSK TELECON, ROMANIAN CHARGE JUMA TOLD
M1SSION OFFICIAL AUGUST 26, THAT MANESCU HAD COME TO NEW YORK
HOT AS GENERAL ASSENMBLY PRESIDENT BUT RATHER AS ROMANALN
FORMING DUMA IMMEDIATELY HDB$D. "YOU KNO¥ SOVIETS ARE MASSING

TROOPS ON ROMANIA®S BORDERS.™

HE SAID MANESCU WILL SEE

SECRETARY GENERAL AUG 27 AND MAY GO WASHINGTON IO SEE

SECRETARY RUSK.

2. DUMA SAID HE WAS SURE US GOV COULD PREVENT INVASION OF

ROMANIA IF IT TOLD SOVIETS THAT THEY HAD GONE FAR ENOUGH, !

YHEN MISSION OFFICIAL POINIED OUT TO DUMA THAT US COULD NOT

BE EXPECTED TO THREATEN USSR, DUMA SAID, US SHOULD INTERRUPT- W

ITS POLICY OF DETENTE IN ORDER CONVINCE-THE SOVIETS US ¥OT . i.% .

ACQULESCING IN PRESENT SOVIET POLICY. DUMA SAID IF ROMANIAS S0l

GDES, YUSOSLAVIA WOULD BE NEXT ON SOVIET LIST. HE EMPHASIZED 13ng}érh
s

THAT ROMANIAN GOV DETERMINED T0 FIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF- AGAINST
ANY INVASION AND HILL uur nzsrnicr ITSELF rn PASSIVE & T

RLSISTHHCE-

S BﬁLL, ﬂH HIS ﬂﬂﬂ IHIT;nTIUE, SEEING HnHLECU IEISH PH

ARUG 27.
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Tuesday, August 27, 1968

MR. PRESIDENT:

Attached is a request from the late
Chancellor Adenauer's grandson for
copies of pictures taken during your
condalence call at the Adenaver home
in Rhoendor{, Germany.

State recommends you send the pic-

tures., Iconcur. A draft reply is
attached.

W. W. Rostow

Disapprove

Call me

ERF:mm



Augest 28, 1968

Deay Lir, Adessues:

1 am pleased to soad you coples of
the photegraphs you regmested in your
letter of August &, 1968,

Flease give my covdial regards
te all members of the Adenanes family.

Sincerely,

Photographa

Mir. Kenrad Adonpoer
Am Platahel 3
¥eln - Lisdesthal
Germany

LBI:ERFimm



DEPARTMENT OF STATE >
DIVISION OF LANGUAGE SERVICES

(TRANSLATION)

Ls mo. 4026 113?8

R-12/R-16
German
Konrad Adenauer

Am Platzhof 3
Koln - Lindenthal, Germany

August 8, 1968 Fl,?ﬂ. W), %7

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson

President of the United States of America
White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

Last year you sent to the whole Adenaver family a magnificent
album of photographs of your visit in Rhondorf on the occasion of
the funeral of my grandfather, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer. The
album has been placed in the family archives. I should be very
happy, and it would be a great honor for me, {f you could send
some additional photographs, namely those showing you, Mr. President,
shaking hands with us grandchildren in front of the house in Rhindorf,
since I appear on one of these pfictures with you. A picture with
you would be a wonderful memento.

Trusting that you will be able to grant my wish, 1 remain, with

the highest esteem and my best wishes to you and your family.
Faithfully yours,

[signed:] EKonrad Adenauer

F“ﬂ::‘*’ ¥
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AUGUST 26, 1968

HEREWITH ADDITIONAL POINTS COVERED 1IN SECRETARY'S CON=-
VERSATION WITH ANBASSADOR DOBRYWIN, AUGUST 23, 1968

THE SECRETARY REFERRED TO THE STATEMENT AMBASSADOR
DOBRYNIN HAD MADE TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON YHEN INFORMING
HIM OF SOVIET ACTION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA TO THE EFFECT THAT
MOTHING WAS CONTEMPLATED WHICH WOULD EFFECT THE VITAL
INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES. THE SECRETARY SAlID WE HAD

 HOTED THIS STATEMENT VERY CARSFULLY AND ASSUMED THAT IT
WAS MEANT TO SE TAKEM QUITE SERIOUSLY, AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN

CONFIRMED THAT THIS WAS INDEED THE CASE.

AMBASSADOR THOMPSON ASKED DOBRYNIN HOW LONG HE THOUGHT
IHE JAMMING OF OUR BROADCASTS WOULD GO ON. DOBRYNIN SAID
HE THOUGMT THE JAMMING QUITE PROBABLY WAS RELATED TO THE

DEBATES IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND MENTIONED THAT ﬁHBHES-

ADOR BALL HAD USED SOME VERY STRONG LANGUAGE.

IN DISCUSSING THE SOVIET ACTION IN EEECHDELGHHIIR,
AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN SAID THE SOVIET TROOPS HAD OBVIOUSLY
HAD STRICT ORDERS NOT TO RESPOND TO PROVOCATIONS UNTIL
ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. HE MENTIONED ONE IMNCIDENT IN WHICH
SOME CZECHS HAD DELIBERATELY CRASHED AN AUTOMOBLLE INTO
A SOVIET TANK AND THEN TAKEN PICTURES OF IT, -
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ]

SUBJECT: U.S8. Claims Against France

Attached is Secretary Rusk's memo requesting approval to initiate talks
with the French on compensation for losses we incurred when we had to move
our military installations out of France. Secretaries Fowler and Clifford
join in this recommendation.

These claims cover:

-= the estimated value of the remaining useful life of the
facilities we left in France; plus

== certain moving costs involved im the relocation.
State estimates the total at $230-$250 million.

Our NATO allies may be willing to share certain of these relocation
costs with us (up to a maximum of $96 million). They expect repayment in
proportion to any compensation we might ultimately receive from France.
They expect us to bring our bilateral claim to France before they begin nego-
tiations with us to share in our costs.

In addition to our bilateral claims, we share in the combined NATO
financial claims against France for similar costs on NATO-financed facilities.
The Fourteen invited the French to begin discussions on this issue in February
but so far received only a stalling response.

Asking the French to begin discussions on our bilateral claim may look
like provoking a U. 5. -French confrontation. The French response will probably
amount to a stall or a brush-off. But we do have a legitimate claim and we
will be subjmct to Congressional criticiem if we delay presenting it. To take
both factors into account, Secretary Rusk is recommending a lew-key approach
(along the lines of the attached draft note), with no public statement.

John Leddy will seek Ambassador Shriver's advice on & suitable time to
make this approach.

I concur in Secretary Rusk's recommendation.

W. W. Rostow
Approve approach to the French

C\J&f E&m“ Call me COMEsET T L
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I:IE}‘PA RTMENT OF STATE

Washingtan, D,C. 20820

August 21, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: U.S. Claims Against France

Recommendation:

That you authorize us to initiate discussions with
the French Government, through the means of a note ver-
bale along the fines of the enclosed draft, on financial
compensation to the United States for losses suffered
as a result of the French decisions of 1966 evicting
foreign military personnel from installations in France.

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

On December 8, 1967 you approved the Department's
proposal, supported by the Secretaries of Defense and
Treasury, to seek agreement among the Fourteen Allies of
France to present a NATO claim against France. Our pro-
posal also took note of the necessity for the United
States to prepare and eventually present its own claim
to France covering the loss of permanent facilities the
capital investment in which amounted to about $490
million, before the removal or sale of certain movable
property. It was considered preferable, however, to go
forward initially with the NATO claim, primarily to
minimize the inevitable U.S.-French confrontation as-
pect of the claims problem, and to decide on a time to
present our own claim after we had an idea of how the
NATO claim was proceeding.

It now appears there would be little to gain by

delaying presentation of the U.S. eclaim any further.
The French have not yet responded to an invitation by

L

DECLASSIFIED
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" DRAFT NOTE VERBALE ON CLAIMS

The Embassy of the United States presents its compli-
ments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has the honor
to refer to the Embassy's Aide-Memoire of April 12, 1966,
the exchange of views between the French Ambassador and
the Acting Secretary of State on June 6, 1966, and the
remarks by the American Ambassador to the French Foreign
Minister on August 2, 1966, in connection with the question
of financial responsibility for the conseguences of the
decisions taken by the French Government pursuant to its
Aide-Memoires of March 10 and 29, 1966.

As the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is aware, the
Chairman of the Group of Fourteen Allies of France reported
to the North Atlantic Council on February M, 1968, that
the Group of Fourteen have requested the French Government
to commence discussions on the financial consequences of
the decisions taken by tlre French Government to terminate
use by her NATO Allies of jointly financed NATO Infrastruc-
ture and International Military Headquarters facilities
constructed in France.

These decisions also terminated United States use of

facilities developed or constructed in France by the United

) 1y} W
DECLASSIFIED O il
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CHINESE AMBASSADOR CHOW SHU-KAI TODAY cuuvﬂm T0 THE - TR 2 O 1
SECRETARY AN URGENT PERSONAL REQUEST FROM‘PRESIDENT oy S
CHIANG KAI-SHEK THAT WE PROVIDE ONE FAC SQUADRON TO THE - y
GRC UNDER GRANT MAPj UNTIL THIS CAN BE DONE, CHIANG URGED
THAT: A USAF-PAC" SQUADRON BE STATIONED ON TAIVAN, CHIANG " it
REITERATED: HIS. CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBILITY: OF .A CHINESE
COMMUNIST, ATTACK AGAINST THE OFFSHORE. ISLANDS WHICK HE: Hns""«za“

MONTHSa; RECENTLY, CHIANG STATED TO: OUR-AMBASSADOR. AND 7' R0%
CINCPAC THAT.HE THOUGHT MAO®S PROBABLE ASSESSMENT OF i o5 "1'
THE SOVIET. INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA INCREASEDTHE: ! | f:;

POSSIBILITY THAT COMMUNIST -CHINA MIGKT, PRECIPITATE A, by ;
TAIVAN STRAIT-CRISIS. NEITHER THE GRC NOR WE, mum R

“'HAVE ANY' RELIABLE INTELLIGENCE”INDICATORS THAD THE: 5y Wt

CHINESE II:IJHIIJII-IS'{S ﬁRE ‘PLANNING OR.PREPARING HIFI EUEII ,:,ﬂ.fr

ACTIONS .y SR e ey i e & awﬂf U-Ef
THE SEEEEIHHT IHNHHED llﬁﬁSSﬁmH\CHﬂH THII.T IH UIE' ﬂF* ‘k - ._ ' :-t'._-..'*.",
THE.REDUCTION ‘IN THE MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: AND- ..;a ok gl e
OTHER PRESSING MILITARY REQUIREMENTS, THERE IS NO PROSPECT. . . L, <iidh
“THAT WE CAN AT ANY TIME SOON PROVIDE THE GRC WITH THE. . ..~ = f:.,-l_{
. " AIRCRAFT CHIANG HAS REQUESTED, THE SECRETARY STATED THAT ~7 .., . ~ o nil 0
. THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERMITTENT DEPLOYMENT OF USAF FLA.H.EE “"' 3 :_l—':-"_;'--:‘_u';ja_:
10 TAIVAM WOULD BE DISCUSSED VITH THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, . ' [
DRACLASSIFIRD Lty LSRR Lo T Y
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
. Guidelines
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TO DISRUPT DEFENSES IN THE AREA,.

AUGUST 26, 1968

HEREVITH ABRANS SUMMARIZES THE BATTLE SCENE, AS HIS SUMMARY -=-
AT THE END —— INDICATES, HE 1S DOING QUITE A JOB OF PREVENTING THE
ENENY FROM GEITING SET FOR HAJOR ATTACKS AT THE DNMZ AND ON
THE CITIES WHILE INFLICTING HEAVY CASUALTIES,

MODERATE ENEMY ACTIVITY CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY ON
25-26 SU& 68, WITH THE HEAVIEST ENGAGEMENT OCCURING HNEAR TAd KY
IN I CORPS,

IN THE I CORPS, ENENY ACTION INCREASED SOMEWHAT FROM THE PREVIOUS
DAY, THERE WERE THREE LIGHT CONTACTS WITH ENEMY FORCES EAST OF CON
THIEN IN THE DWZ AREA. IN QUAKG TRI PROVINCE IN THE CENTRAL DMZ, 5
ARC LIGHT SIRIKES ARE SCHEDULED AGAINST POSSIBLE RESIMENTAL SIZE
UNITS OF THE 322TH NVA DIVISION AND BASE AREA LOCATED IN THaT

VICINITY, A MARINE REGIMENT CMINUS) IS PREPARING TO COMBAT ASSAULT o

INTO THE HILL MASS NINE KILOMETERS WEST OF THE ROCKPILE ON 27
AUGUST &8 TO FOLLOW UP THE ARC LIGHT STRIKES.

COMBUNICATIONS IHTELLIGEHEE:I“DIC#TES THAT TWO NVA REGIMENTS ARE
ENGAGED IN RECONNAISANCE BETWEEN HUE AND CAMP EVANS, THIS ACTIVITY
TOGETHER WITH THE LOCATION OF A SUBORDINATE OF THE FORWARD ECHELON,
HEADQUARTERS, MILITARY REGION TRI-THIEN-HUE WEST OF HUE ON 25 AUGUST
68, INDICATES INCREASED ENEMY ACTIVITY MAY BE FORTHCOMING IN THIS
AREA. A USUALLY RELIABLE ARVN AGENT REPORTS THAT ELEMENTS OF THE 29TH -
REGIMENT, 325C NVA DIVISION, ARE DEPLOYED 33 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST _

OF DAMANG WITH THE MISSION OF INFILTRATING ALLIED MILITARY BASES
HORTH OF DANANG SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER. ANALYSIS OF STATEMENTS BY i
PRISONERS CAPTURED IN THE DANANG AREA INDICATES THAT ONLY LOCAL
FORCE COMPANIES AND 2 BATTALIONS OF THE 38TH REGIMENT HAVE BEEN
COMMITTED IN THE ACTION AROUND DANAWG. IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY
IS FOLLOWING THE PREVIOUSLY REPORTED PLAN OF ENPLOYING VC UHITS
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FROM WALT ROSTOW

T0  THE PRESIDENT < .
CITE CAPS2154 #u»"

5 Efefmfi—
AEREWITH THIEU ON ENEWY STRATEQY

QUOTE3 PRESIDENT THIEU MENTIOMED DURING THE COURSE OF OUR
(BUNKER=-THIEU) AUGUST 24 JOINT CONSULTATION MEETING THAT

HE FELT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE Tw0 BASIC HILITARY PROBLEMS:

THEY CANNOT ATTACK WITH WHOLE UNITS AT THE TIME AND PLACE THAT
THEZY W1SH, BECAUSE OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR DISLOCATING

ARD SPOILING ACTIONS: AND THEY CANKOT SUSTAIN AN ATTACK OR
MAINTALN POWER OVER A CAPTURED AREA. THEIR STRATEGY

THEREFORE WILL BE TO ATTACK IN WAVES = AN OFFENSIVE OF 3-3 DAYS
WILL BE FOLLOWED BY WITHDRAVAL AND A 2-3 MONTH PERIOD OF
PREPARATION FOR THE NEXT WAVE. THIEU THUS EXPECTS THE CURRENT
CFFENSIVE TO LAST UP TO A WEEK, TO BE FOLLOWED BY A PERIOD OF
PREPARATION AND THEN ANOTHER OFFENSIVE AROUND U.S, ELECTION
TIME.. THIS DIFFERS FROM HIS ESTIMATE OF SIX WEEKS OR T¥O -
MONTHS AGD WHEN HE FELT THAT THE CQMMUNISTS WOULD BE ABLE TO .
SUSTAIN AN OFFENSIVE FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR OR FIVE VEEKS. HE
DOES NOT BELIEZVE THE CUMMUNISTS SEE ANY PARTICULAR ﬂIFFEREHEE
BETWEEN THE VARIOUS U.S. PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, CONSIDERING
THEM ALL IMPERIALISTS AND COLONIALISTS. WHAT THE COMMUMNISTS
ARE SEEKING IS TO INFLUENCE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DIRECTLY, TO
CONVINCE THEM THAT THE WAR WILL EE "TOO LONG™, AND THAT AMERICA

CANNOT wId IT., END QUOTE
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Monday, August 26, 1968 -- 11:30 a.m.
Mr. President:

Herewith Gen. Taylor proposes that the old
Net Evaluation group, which assessed relative
U. S, -Sovlet nuclear capabilities, be revived in a
somewhat new form.

1 have made sure that Sec. Clifford is aware
of the recommendation. He will be working with the
JCS on thelr response to this recommendation.

1 recommend that you budget, at some time
convenient to you, for a discussion of the lssue
which Gen, Taylor has raised.

In general, I am sympathetic to Gen. Taylor's
line of thought, glven:

== the relative evening up of U, S, -Soviet
nuclear capabllities;

-- the possibility that we may enter strategic
nuclear weapons talks,

The critical lssue will be the ha!t form of
organization, I suspect.

W. W. Roatow
—TOF SECHRET—
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD
August 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: v

In the course of the Board's continuing appralsal of the
adequacy of our Government's intelligence coverage of Sovlet
plans and actions affecting U. S, natlonal security, we have
had discussions of the desirability of reinstituting a periodic
examination of the relative strateglc strength of the United
States and the USSR. We have noted that the Net Evaluation
Subcommittee of the Natlonal Security Council whlch had been
charged with this work was inactivated in 1963 and.that no
other agency in the government has been glven the responsibllity
for continuing an interdepartmental analysis of thils matter.
Meanwhile, from the intelligence point of view, we see the
increasing need for rellable informatlion on the status of Soviet
advanced strateglic military capabllities, and on related Sovliet
research and development efforts.

Based on discussions with former members of the Net Evalua-
tion Subcommittee, our conclusion 1s that the former evaluatlon
procedure would hardly be adequate to cope wlith the current problem
which 1s now far more complex than the one which confronted us in
the past. These complexities arlse from the growing sophistication
of strateglc offenslve and defensive weapons systems, the many
unknown factors with regard to the performance of these new

weapons and the sensitivity of the kind of study which we have
in mind, ,

The kind of analyslis we envislion would call for an evaluation
of the composition, reliabllity, effectliveness and vulnerability
of the strateglc offensive and defensive forces of both sides, to
include their command and control systems., It would also call for
a close study of the urban-industrlal structure of both nations in
order to assess the probable effects of strategle attacks on urban-
industrial targets. These analyses should be based upon the best
avallable information and forelgn intelligence. A by-product of
the kind of new study we are discussing would be to focus attention
on the gaps in the intelligence data and to accelerate measures to
collect the missing pieces.
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“R9% WALT ROSTIN
T3 THE PRESIDENT .
CITE WHE2131 -

o NE . ' .4Z5? o
AUBUST 26, 1968 o W '

AERE¥ITA T%0 SUGGESTED PASSAGES FOR 'I'HE ﬂH'.M"T SPEECH
¥1l2h JOE CALIFANO ¥ADE AVAILASLE TO ME LAST NIGHT.

T+Z FIRST, SECRETARY RUSK URGED ME TO SEND DOVN.
HE 3AID IT WAS NOT COVERED IN WIS smat.ﬂtuus. THE . -
P*OPISED PASSAGES FOLLOVS: o, ot

“TAERE CAN 3E ¥O STA3LE PEACE UNLESS AGGRESSION IS
SESISTED; SUT RESISTING AGGRESSION IS NOT ENOUGH. . .-

THAT IS WHY VE HAVE VORKED WITH OTHERSs il S
--T) 4SSIST THE DEVELOPING NATIONS o)
==T2 BUILD STURDY REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN I:I.‘HIFE. o

LATIN AMERICAN, AFRICA, AND ASIAj R g

==T7 YAINTAIN RATIONAL WORLD!PILICIES IH THE Flll.ﬁﬂ
27 TRe&JE AND ¥ONEY:

==£30 TJ TAAE AND CONTROL THE NUCLEAR ﬂﬁ'ﬂll THHT
STILL THAREATENS HUMANITY.®

THE SE2IND IS A CONTINGENCY PASSAGE Ir. IN THE NEXT
24 +7Y75, THE "’E’"{ SITUATICN TAXES A TURN FOR THE BETTER:

"W S&d IMETHING ELSE I'I THE PAST VEEK, nmt ﬂﬂﬂ -
4 23JTAL JISPLAY OF FOACE, VE SAV THE POVER OF MEN AND
Y2'EN YHC STAND PROUDLY ON THEIR FEET IN THE FACE OF
GUY ZAJRELS. YE SAY THE POWER JF YORLD OPINION NO °
L2 i338 WILLING T2 ACCEPT PASSIVELY THE VIOLATION OF
A4 ATIZT"S RICAT TO SELF-DETERMINATION. ;

"TAI3 IS NO LOMSER THE WORLD OF STALIN.

"A%2 I PRAY THOSE RESPONSI3LE IN MOSCOV WILL DRAV .
THE CORRECT CONCLUSIZNg FOR WE CANNOT GO BACK == WE CAN
QLY 30 FIRWARD TO BUILD AN ORDERLY WORLD ﬂ? lﬂluﬂlﬂ
VMATIJ¢S 4ND INCREASINGLY FREE MEN.®

PRESERVATION COPY

TS5 2615222 AUS 1968



VECZCEZA2ES FCLASSIFIED 5
00 IZ18 WTZ1S O TH088. Sec. 86 &

E Ly
e NLI__97-16a =z
FROM WALT ROSTOW By 1ésa N 'LI"L A Liate 7677 9-&-97 %
T2 THE PRESIDENT -
INFO GEORGE CHRISTIAN fﬁiﬁz
CITE CAP32145 P

€-0-8F-1-D-ENTFTa L

IN ADDITION TO YHAT FOLLOWS WE HAVE REPORTS FROM PRAGUE THAT
OUR EMBASSY IS SURROUNDED 3Y SOVIET OCCUPATION TROOPS, SECRETARY
AUSK PLANS TO HAVE DOBRYNIN IN TO PROTEST.

1« WE ARE HAVING TROUBLE 9ITH SOVIET DCEUPHTIQH FORCES AND
“AY HAVEZ MORE.

2« YESTERDAY THREE OF OUR VEHICLES WITH DIPLOMATIC TAGS WERE
STOPPED AND SEARCHED AND A BURST OF BULLETS WAS FIRED OVER THE
CA? IN WHICH OUR ARMY ATTACHE WAS TRAVELLING, HANDERSCHIED'S
APARTMENT WAS BROKEN INTO LAST NIGHT BY SOVIET TROOPS AND A
SPORTING SHOTGUN REMOVED, JUST NOW A COUPLE OF SOVIET SOLDIERS
WITH RIFLES WERE SIONIED IM THE UPPER GARDEH AROUND THE GLORIETA.
“E ARE NOW FLYING OUR FLAG FROX .THERE.

5. AM PROTESTING THESE INCIDENTS TO SOVIET E#MB BUT DOUBT THIS
¥ILL DO MUCH GOOD, BEILZVE IT WOLLD BE USEFUL FOR DEPT TO TAKE
STEPS IN MOSCOW AND ALSO WITH SOVIET AMB WASHINGTON MAKING
FROTZST IN APPROPRIATE FORM WITH WARNING OF SERIOUS )
CﬂgSEE%EHGEE AND REQUESTING PROTECTION OF OUR PERSONNEL AND
PROPERTY.
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HEREWITH BACKGROUND ON :HanELLnH's cunuzﬂrs on HATD . .j'f?ﬁﬁafﬁ? ;m)bd
Aﬂu EUHHII _L.I_"'“-w’- . .'-.-'-1. 1o '." -,--.‘-‘__xi- ,gé. _'-___.:_-__ L e 'EI!f.. "‘vl.l TR 3T
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le ﬂETEHHELD. THE CHnHﬂILLﬂH'S FGREIBH ﬁFFhIHE ADUIEDR. TﬂLD e o g
THE DCM THAT HE VAS ABLE TO REACH THE CHANCELLOR IN BADEN- * gﬂ{EaTTm*‘ﬁ
YURTTEMBERG LATE SUNDAY, OSTERHELD SAID THE CHANCELLOR MADE THE Mty

FDLLEHIHE BﬂHHEHTE ON HIS RIPURIED PRESS IHTEHUIEHI T e A ¥

THE CH#HEELLDH EIID HE Hhﬂ HﬂT IHTEHDED HIE EﬂHHEHT QEUUT A. T‘ T L}ﬁf;ﬁ:ﬁﬂdf
POSSIBLE SUMMIT OF LEADING NATO NATLIONS AS A FORMAL PROPOSAL = .. .. -~
FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION IT HAD BEEN INTENDED ONLY AS A SUGGESTION
OF ONE MEASURE AMONG OTHERS WHICH MIGHT PERHAPS BE TAKEN.
FURTHERHMORE, HE HAD NOT MEANT TO SUGGEST AN URGENT SUMMIT
MEETING TO DEAL VITH THE CZECH CRISIS AS SUCH. HE HAD MEANT A
RATHER THAT SUCH A MEETING MIGHT BE CALLED FOR A LONGER TERHN _ i
PURPOSE OF STRENGTHENING AND RE-VITALIZING NATO, THE NEED FOR
WHICH WAS EVIDENT BECAUSE OF THE CZECH CRISIS. AS FOR THE GENESIS
OF THE IDEA, THE CHANCELLOR SAlD THAT BRZEZINSKI HAD PUBLICLY
SUBBESTED SUCH A SUMMIT MEETING RECENTLY. THE RADIO COMMENTATOR
DRe RUMMEL, WHO HAD MADE THE RECORDED INTERVIEW WITH THE
CHANCELLOR, HAD MENTIONED BRZEZINSKI®S SUGGESTION TO THE
CHANCELLOR JUST BEFORE THE INTERVIEW AND IT WAS THIS WHICH HHD o
BEEN THE IHHEﬂIﬂTE IHPULSE FOR IHE SUGGESTIUH. : 17 SRt
. "4.._ T et L o

2. nsranth nnn:u THE FOLLOVING tUHHEHTE ar HIS nun: “_Fi;EJﬁl' R SN

AS FOR THE ALLEGED DEROGATORY REWARKS OF THE CHANCELLOR nnnut BN T LA
THE STATE OF NATO, OSTERMELD POINTED OUT THAT THE CHANCELLOR® s j+ﬁ¢3*£ﬂi:“a
COMMENTS KAD BEEN IN RESPONSE TO A LOADED QUESTION BY DR, ~rfwg;‘ PR RS e
RUMMEL, WHQO HAD ASKED ABOUT THE "EROSION"™ OF NATO, THE = . .;“r-;{*ﬁ_ g
CHANCELLOR, ALTHOUGH NOT DENYING THAT NATO HAD FALLEN INTO- P
A KIND OF "DAILY ROUTINE™ STATE, HAD GONE ON TO SAY THAT =

THE REAL TEST OF AN ALLIANCE IS THE MANNER IN WHICH IT :

RESPONDS TO AN EMERGENCY, THE CHANCELLOR HAD EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE

THAT MATO WOULD SUCCESSFULLY MEET THIS TEST,

3« OSTERHELD SAID THAT IN ANY SUHSEQUEHT PRESS COMMENT, THE

FRG WOULD BE GUIDED BY THE ABOVE POINTS. HE FULLY AGREED ON THE
DESIRABILITY OF PLAYING DOWN AND MINIMIZING THE WHOLE MATTER

AT TRIS TIMZ., HE ALSO STRESSLD THAT THE CHANCELLOR®S COMMENTS
WERE MADE ONLY IN PASSING AS A PART OF A VERY LONG AND
COMPREHENSIVE “THINXING OUT LOUD™ RADIC INTERVIEW,

4« OSTERHELD ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT THE
CHANCELLOR, THROUGHOUT THE LONG INTERVIEY, THIS TIME MADE HNO
REFERENCE TO ALLEGED US-SOVIET COLLUSION ON DIVIDING UP EUROPE,
FULL TEAT OF INTERVIEW BEING SENT WASHINGTON,.
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 1 Lo,

i~ :
FOR THE PRESIDENT A ﬁw //Lu

oA ~ 83 e

Herewlith summary of an analysls by Al Jenkins of the swing to
the right in China.

For the past slx weeks or so, and most clearly in the past ten days,
there has been the most country-wide shift toward the conservatives yet
seen in the past two years., Matters have, In fact, gone so far In the
provinces in the direction of the old-llners and under military ausplces
that one must wonder what ls happening to the position of Lin Plac himself.
Current policy ls certainly different from what he has espoused since 1964,

Revolutionary committees have been set up in the last few days In
both Yunnan and Fukien Provinces. Both are completely dominated by the
military and each of the chalrmen have ln the past been under Red Guard
criticism.

The Red Guards, on the uﬂ:n; hand, have fallen on lean days indeed.

These moves have been accompanled by the strongest measures
taken to date by the Army to stop factional fightlng. Summary executlons
have been resorted to in a number of instances. A back-to-work movemdnt
appears to have met with limited but perhaps slowly growing success.

Increased Army patrol activity has been noted in Peking in recent
days, and an important Army unit long stationed on the Korean border has

been moved Ilnto Peking.






INFORMATION

Monday, August 26, 1968 - 8:15 am
Mr., President:
1 don't quite understand the
references in this letter to yon; but,

after all, it's addressed to you -- not
me!

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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.
HEREYITH BUNXER ESTABLISHES EXACTLY HOW THIEU HAS MOVED -
TO FULFILL HIS HONOLULU COMMITMENT TO YOU ON PEACE INITIATIVES.

._..L..;r

QUOTEs VWrEN I SAW THIZU AUSUST 24, I RECALLED HIS TALK WITH THE
PRESIDENT AT HONOLULU IN WHICH THEY HAD AGREED THAT THE OPTIAM
TIME TO NEGOTIATE A SETTLEMENT MAY BE BETWEEN NOW AND JANUARY 23, e
I ADDED THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS INTERESTED IN KNOWING-WHAT STEPS ™ '3
HE MIGHT HAVE TAKEN TO ESTABLISH CONTACT,  WITH THE OTHER SIDE, ° : .

THIEU ACYNOWLEDGED THAT HE AND THE PRESIDENT HAD AGREED ON THIS
POINT, HE ADDED; THAT AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM, WHO:HAD LEFT FOR bl :
PARIS THAT SAME DAY, HAD BEEN GIVEN A CLEAR DIRECTIVE TO TAXKE THE + . = - &
INITISTIVE IN TRYING TO OPEN CONTACT IN WHATEVER WAY HE CAN WITH BOTH .« : .
DRV AND NLF REPRESENTATIVES. THIEU SAID-PARIS SEEMED TO BE THE -¥f. o
BEST LOCATION FOR THIS EFFORT SINCE IN SAIGON THERE WAS PRACTICALLY MO« 1" L
OPPORTUNITY FOR CONTACT 'AND IT WOULD IN ANY:CASE LEAK AND LEAD TO SPEC=« .
ULATION, THIEU CONFIRMED THAT ‘AMBASSADOR LAM WAS PERSONALLY- AGEHAIHTED
WITH MAI VAN BO, ADDING THAT SENATOR TRAN VAN-LAM ALSO XNEW HIM, = o :Hﬁ:'
THIEU CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT IT WAS NOT . ‘AN EASY "UNDERTAXING AND" uusr e
DE DONE WITH GREAT CARE AND CIRCUMSPECTION. HE ASSURED ME THAT HE P :
WOULD SEE WHAT CAN-BE DONE IN THE DIRECTION THAT ‘BOTH HE AND THE: v :
FHESIDEHT HBFED Tn FHGBEED. :Hn quurs j.: _ P e -

e & L R
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August 25, 1968 v

f
FROM WALT ROSTOW ¢ ,JC’;A;J” £

FOR THE PRESIDENT pﬂ"j
S ¢

INFORMATION GED RGE CHRISTIAN

Sec. Rusk has been trylog to reach you on the following matter.

It appears that Klesloger, In a speech that will be releanad at 2:30 p. m.
our time, proposes a NATO summit mesting.

Sec. Rusk feels that this Is an lnappropriate suggestion to make In
public until it had been staffed out privately. He Is asking Lodge to
urge Klesinger to indicate that this ls & suggestion about which Germany
will be consulting with its allies;

== He suggests our publle posturs should ba that we are prepared to
conslder the ldea In consultation with our NATO colleagues, but not to
commit gurselves elthar ln substance or in tone to the proposaltion.

== [In fact, Sec. Rusk {and I) ﬂﬂ‘aﬁlﬂ of a NATO summit meeting
unless we kS8 worked out in advance certain constructive measures within
the West to strengthen NATO and the West; for example, an lncrease In other
than U.5. NATO contributions or military budgets, or -- a very loag shot --
a de Gaulle agreement to let Britaln Into the Common Market. A NATO
agreement focused on the East would be both lnflammatory and dramatize
the impotence of the West with respect to the Czech sltuatioa.
SANITIZED
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FROM WALT ROSTOW 0 /h "ﬂ;f’ J
FOR THE PRESIDENT ﬂf’ v )fp # o
AL

INFORMATION GED RGE CHRISTIAN

Sec, Rusk has been trying to reach you on the following matter,

It appears that Klesinger, In a speech that will be released at 2:30 p.m.
our tlme, proposes a NATO summit meeting.

Sec. Rusk feels that this ls an lnapproprlate suggestion to make In
public until it had been staffed out privately. He ls asking Lodge to
urge Klesinger to indicate that this ls a suggestlion about which Germany
will be consulting with its allies;

== He suggests our public posture should be that we are prepared to
consider the idea In consultation with our NATO colleagues, but not to
commit ourselves either in substance or In tone to the proposition.

== In fact, Sec. Rusk (and I) m'?ﬁ:! ';wlr; of a NATO summit meeting
unless Wfﬁ’ﬁrktd out In advance certaln constructive measures within
the West to strengthen NATO and the West; for example, an Increase In other
than U,S. NATO contributions or military budgets, or -- a very long shot --
a de Gaulle agreement to let Britain Into the Common Market. A NATO

agreement focused on the East would be both Inflammatory and dramatize

the impotence of the West with respect to the Czech situation,
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LETZRALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT L{%“,&’iy

AUGUST 24, 1968
HEREWITH A CONVERSATION YESTERDAY OF AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN
WITIl SECAETARY RUSX AND AMRASSADOR THOMPSON.

~THE SECRETARY SAID HE HAD ASXED THET 4¥BASSADOR tu CONE
IN FOR A VERY INFOPMAL CHAT ABOUT CURRENT PROBLEMS. T BEGAN
BY REFERRING TO HIS TALY WITH THE AMSASSAD0R EARLY IN TH* HETY
ON DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA., THE SZCRETARY SAID THAT HE
CAME FRCN GEORGIA AND WAS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS SOFT SPOKEN
IN MANNER. ME YCNDERED WHETHER THE AMSASSADOR HAD IN ANY
WAY 3EEN MISLTAD 3Y THE MANNER IN WHICH HE HaD DISCUSSED THE
CZECHOSLOVAX LA PROSLEM, AND WHETHER THE AMSASSADOR HAD FULLY
UNDERSTOOD THE SIGNIFICANCE OF WwMAT THE SECRETARY HAD TOLD
HIM A30UT REACTION IN THIS COUNTRY AND THME POSSIBLE EFFECT OF
CZECHOSLOVAXIA DEVELOPHMENTS ON SGVIET-AMNSRICAN RELATIONS.

THE AM3ASSADOR SAID HE HAD FULLY UNDERSTOOD THE SECRETARY'S
REMARKS. MHE SAID THAT THE DECISION WHICH HIS GOVERNMENT HAD
WADE YAS OBVIOUSLY NOT AN EASY ONE., THE REACTION IN THE UNITED
STATES AND FOR THAT MATTER IN CERTAIN COMMUNIST PARTIES HaD
BEEN CLEARLY PREDICTABLE. HE HAD PERSONALLY THOUGHT THAT A
SOLUTION TO THE CZECHM PROBLEM HAD BEEN FOUMD, BUT SOMETHING
MUST HAVE HAPPENED T0 CHANGE THE SITUATION. - IN SPECULATING
ON WHAT THIS MIGHT BE THE SECRETARY REFERRED TO HERR \WLBRICHT'S
YISIT TO CZECHCSLOVAXIA. DOZRYNIN SAID THAT SOVIET POLICY ¥WAS
NOT DETERMINED 3Y HERR ULARICHT CR ANYOME ELSE. EAST GERMANY
WAS OF COURSE AN IMPORTANT MEM3ER OF THE WARSAW PACT, BUT THE
SOVIETS KNEY HOW TO SAY MO TO HERR ULBRICMT. LATER IN THE
COMVERSATION AMBASSADOR THOMPSON SPECULATED ON THE ROLE OF THE
. CZECHOSLOVAKIA PRESS IN EFFECTING THE SOVIST REACTION, AND
AMBASSADOR DOARYMIN ACKNCWLEDGED THAT THIS wAS CERTAINLY A
FACTOR. AMBASSADOR DO3RYNIN SAID THAT HIS COUNSELOR HAD
RETURNED FROM MDSCOW LAST WEEKEND, AND HAD TOLD HIM THAT MOST
OF THE SCVEIT LEADERS YERE ON VACATION. DOBRYNIN HAD BEEN
ON THE VIRGE OF ASKING-PERMISSION TO ACCOMPANY' HIS WIFE AND
DAUGHTES WHEN THEY RETURN TO THE SCVIET UNION NEXT TUESDAY.

HWE INDICATEZD.HE HAD RECEIVED WORD OF THZ CHANGE IN SOVIET
POLICY ONLY A SHORT TIME SEFORE HE. HAD INFORMED THE PRESIDENT
ABOUT IT.
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YHEN THE SECRETAIY INDICATID THeT HE HaD BTEYN SURPRISED
Y THi SOVIET ACTION, DGARYNIN ATTEMPTEN TO JUSTIFY IT LARGELY
oH THE DASIS OF INTESMNAL DEVELOPMENTS IN CZECHOSLOVAXIA. THE
SECRETARY SAID THAT WE HAD SETM NO INDICATIONS THAT CZECHOSLOVAYIA
INTZMDED TO LEAVE THE WARSAW PACT OR CONDUCT ITSELF I ANY uAY
OTHER THAM AS A MEZMBER OF THME SOCIALIST CAMP. DGBRYNIN SAID
THAT IN HIS VIEwW 1T HaD SECOME CLEAR THAT DUBCEX ¥AS A WEAX
LIADER 9YHO WAS ALLGYING THINGS TO DRIFT, AND THAT IN THESE
SIRCIMSTANCES THE RIGHT WAS STEADILY GAINING INFLUENCE, AND
THE SCVIETS THOUGHMT THAT DUBCEK WAS LOSING CONTRCL OF THE
SITHUATICN. THESS DEVELOPMENTS WERE LEADING IMN THE DIRECTION
OF A SITUATION IN WHICH CZECHOSLOVAKIA YOULD NO LONGER BE A
UTM2ER OF THE WARSAY PACT. DOBRYNIN EMPAHSIZED THAT THE CZZCH
ECONOMIC REFORMS HAD HOTHING TO DO WITH THE CASE _AS THE SOGVIETS
CONSIDERED THAT THIS WAS A MATTER FOR THEM ALONE TO DECIDE,

YHEN THE SECRETARY AGAIN REFERRED TO THE PGSSISLE EFFECTS
07 RECENT DEVELOPHMZINTS ON SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS, DOBRYNIN
541D THAT HE COULD TELL THE SECRETARY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED
INSTRUCTIONS TO SAY, IN CASE THE SUBJECT YERE RAISED, THAT
THE SOVIET UNION DESIRSD TO CONTINUE TO MAXE PROGRESS UPON .
THZ BILATERAL QUESTICHS WITH WHICH THEY HaD 3EEN DEALING
3EFQRE THE RECENT CZEZCH EVENTS. WE REFERRED SPECIFICALLY TO
THE PEACSFUL USES OF ATGMIC ENERGY AND THE STRATEGIC MISSILE
PROSLZIM. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WOULD PROBABLY BE IMPOSSISLE
FOR THE UNITED STATES TO PROCEED IMMEDIATELY IN THESE MAITERS
YHILE THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION WAS STILL SO UNCLEAR.
JITHOUT WISHING TO PRESS THE SECRETARY ME WORDERED WHETHER
AS A WATTER OF POLICY, UNRELATED TO TIMING, THE UNITED STATES
NGULD AL50 WISH TO PROCEED TO DEAL WITH THESE PROBLEMS.

THE SECRETARY SAID THAT HIS REPLY 9CULD HAVE TO CCNSIST
OF T40 STATEMNENTS., THE FIRST WAS THAT FRCM THE BEGINNING OF
AIS ADMINISTRATION THE PRESIDENT WAS PROFOUNDLY AND PASSIONATELY
INTZRESTED IN ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF PEACE AND IN PROMOTING
3ZTTER RELATIONS AND BETTER UNDERSTANDING SBETWEEN OUR TWO .
COUNTRIES.. WE OF-COURSE HAD DIFFERENCES, AND SOME OF THESE .,
40ULD REMAIN BUT IN THIS ATOMIC AGE THE PHESID‘HT CONSIDERED -
IT ESSENTIAL TO DO EVERYTHING HE COULD TO DIMINISH DANGERS OF
CONFLICT. THE SECRETARY MENTIONED THAT THE PRESIDENT HaD -
TODAY MET WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP. MANY OF THESE
MIN HAD BEEN SCATTERED ABOUT THE COUNTRY, AND THEIR REACTIONS
REFLECTZD THE SERIOUS IMPRESSION YWHICH THE CZECH DEVELOPHENTS
HAD HAD ON THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. IT APPEARED THAT THE PRESIDENT
W#OULD 3E SUBJECT TO STRONG CRITICISH FOR HIS EFFORTS IN BUILDING
RETTER RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. HEVERTHELESS, HE
COULD ASSURE THE AMBASSADOR OF THE PRESIDENT'S DEEP COMITMENT
TO THe CAUSE OF PZACE.
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SECRET/SENSITIVE Saturday, August Z4, 1968
Z00 p. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:
This authentic report of a Soviet pitch to Indian Foreign

Secretary Dayal is fascinating as an exercise in U, 5. -Soviet
parallelism,

The Russian, in justifying the supply of some Soviet arms te
Pakistan, urges oa India many of the same things we would urge
om them:
-=- pnormalization of relations with Pakistan;
-= pign the NPT;
-=- don't worry too much about a few tanks for Ayub; ete.
Dehind this is a fear of increased Chinese influence in Pakistan

and a desire -- at the present time, at least -- for peace on the seb-
continent.

w- 'If. Rﬂ'-t“

SEERETISENSITIVE attachment
(‘ - ‘ .l"'r" L)

DECLASSIFIED

Aurhoyi
Sy ”ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ]



SEGRET August 24, 1968
FROM WALT ROSTOW
LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT

Herewith a conversation yesterday of Ambassador Dobrynin

with Secretary Rusk and Ambassador Thompson,
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V. DATE: August 24, 1968

- /
i o - T — -
. Situation iﬁxczachualpvak;a 'f?;m L fZEJJ&*J

A e R i

_PARTICIPANTS: ~ Anbassador Dobxynin e

£ :
uwilPye Secretary. — | i f;-. /L : d?{ r
Ambassador Thompson | o if M fff"»z;f/"a‘?

!

.;.e;-ra. | / 8 H\_i/ -I _ff.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ok o
!
.;Jgﬂ , ]

.
.
¥

1D TR ' | /
. ’ . l‘I" : -
/ ' :f /
A SR B
'
r w ma"sacrﬁtnrf said he had asked the Ambassador to come A

in for a very informal chat about current problems. He began
by referring to his talk with the Ambassador early in the week
on developments in Czechoslovakia. The Secretary said that he
came from Georgia and was sometimes. referred to as soft spoken
in manner, ' He wondered whether the Ambassador had in any way
been mislead by the manner in which he had discussed the
Czechoslovakia problem, and whether the Ambassador had fully
‘understood the significance of what the Secretary had told
him about reaction in this country and the possible effect of
Czechoslovakia developments on Soviet-American relations,

The Ambassador said he had fully understood the Secretary's
remarks, He said that the decision which his Government had
made wag obviously not an easy one. The reaction in the United
States ‘and for that matter in certain Communist parties had
been clearly predictable. He had Eersnnally thought that a
solution to the Czech problem had been found, but something
must have happened to change the situation. In speculating
on what this might be the Secretary referred to Herr Ulbricht's
visit ro Czechoslovakia, Dobrynin said that Soviet policy was
not determined by Herr Ulbricht or anyone else, East Germany
was of course an important member of the Warsaw Pact, but the

" Soviets knew how to say no to Herr Ulbricht, Later in the
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ELEELHHB Fﬂ'ﬂﬂ ﬂﬁ'[ﬂ REFLE':TE IN TI‘E FULLBHIHE TI'E EME -'-"f-f'-;:;-?'-
L - ']'- o W 1."{2
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1o’ UNTIL THIS uzzu ASSUMPTION OF Eunnnsan ALLIES ***f* 2
HAS BEENM THAT SOME MAJOR UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN. US SRESEC L T
AND SOVIST UNION ON STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION, OR = -
SVEN VIETNAM, WERE MAJOR AI# OF THIS ADMINISTRATION Mt i
I HIS REMAINING MONTHS IN.OFFICE, PRESS STORISS FROM =~ . - =«
#ASHINGTON THIS MORNING NAVE HELPED FAN RUMORS, ALREADY Sy mENLOR
CIRCULATING IN NATO HEADQUARTERS, THAT THE UNITED o
STATES STILL HOPES THIS MAY BE POSSIBLE, DESPIIE L
CZECHOSLOVAK IA. ; e T <5

2. SOVIET ACTION HAS OF COURSE PRODUCED A SHOCK R PR L
YAVE AMONG TUROPEAN ALLIES WHICH FOR TIME BEING o TN NS e BT L
FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERS THE POLITICAL CLIMATE. EVEN KA e 328

DOVISH ALLIES ARE CANCELLING EAST-WEST VISITS AND -~ . ... ‘i Ao
CONSTRAINING OTHER CONTACTSy GERMANS- AND - ITALIANS - .-:f.g;—;,@;:.}:, P54
HAVE HASTENED TO RELATE THEIR_NPT SIGNATURES TO THE - ,- iy
SGVIET PRESENCE IN CZECHOSLOVAXIA. - IN THESE CIRCIM=
STANCES® I" A% RESPONSIBLE FOR FLAGGING, BUT DO NOT NEED
T0 BELABOR; THE NEED FOR PRIOR CONSULTATION: IN NAC. ‘o'
ON' ANY:US-SOVIET MOVES, EVEN PROCEDURAL 'ONES, AT THIS '+l
MOMENT*IN- EUROPEAN HISTORY. THE GHOST OF US-SOVIET
CONDOMINILN IS ALVAYS nznn'r TO YALK AGAIN. s oy 7

g
-

S. WE HAVE OF COURSE "CONSULTED™ ABOUT THE IMAINENCE PO oy
OF TALKS ON OFPENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE STRATEGIC SYSTEMS, - " »iZ.. - 27 e g

AND ALLIES WITHOUT EXCEPTION WERE ENCOURAGING US TO =~ © "o "0 o "‘ff :
GET OM VITH IT.  BUT THESE PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS WOULD L DN R IR 2 b
{oT BE ACCEZPTED AS ADERUATE NOTICE OF ANY MOVE ON v Ll
THIS TOPIC IN THE CHANGED CLIMATE. , : DBCLASSHTED
" : FEG :1?9‘53.5!&_ 3‘.5 B '
4. 1 _NOULD APPRECIATE ANY ﬂummca YOU CAN LET . State Dept. ffuduhﬂﬁ
ME HAVE ON WHETHER THE PRESS nsmms ARE rALsE ﬁLﬁRHS n, §.,_ hh!{n Datg
0R TIME BOMBS,”" i ; ,hf a,_a
i - T -_1 by F e .|
e . - s, ] m : '-: -r . _‘g"f-ﬁ_ M:..u-
= 'y 2 " 1 - _.L L - : }
II;EWHE \ y / i _..*":_ i ‘. " H;.u_.'ll u* _.-.' --.t
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FROM WALT ROSTCW :
TO THE PRESIDENT X W : .
CIT P 3 A : 2
ITE CAP B211 | : < TR e T{;aaﬂ g . Fg;
5 h . “ A '-I 5 B s, : A I:or ' 1 z
i aE =i 'I-_I'|.+ ks |._- "_: - .l-: . s : ,'f" % % ¥ ""é;_ _"r,'__-
St ""';"':‘w “*"’ ‘”nmus‘l‘ 2" 1953 ol -{‘\:"""-'.' cl‘i."j:hff;-.i*ﬂf,?ﬁﬁ
IS THIS DRAFT. nnm.z rma 'STATE THE RIGHT ms m 'rm: ;‘,'?ff"*":-g';;j-g.':,‘;:,_t:};:’-‘i',
YITH THIEU ABOUT A VISIT, JO-UsSu BEFORE JANUARY? .. i“*? g T
1. IN VIEW OF mzvmus tzt,mnnn AND LATER PRESS nsmn'r mnr*‘ﬂ. L i o
THIEU STILL HAS IN MIND POSSIBILITY OF VISIT TO THE UNITED -.l*iit- s S

STATES SOME TIME BEFORE JANUARY, WE HAVE BEEN GIVING ENTIRE .- 5. Fﬁ“ .:
MATTER. CONSIDERABLE THOUGHT. THERE IS NO. DOUBT, ‘OF COURSE, '*‘*".} X g

Jel e o ¢
THAT .INVITATION TO .-THIEU TO COME-TO WASHINGTOM FOR A . r . ﬁﬁﬁ@@i¢¢gf el s
STATE VISIT IS STILL OUTSTANDING. HONOLULU WAS NOT = ~ " . =i, ot oldmones
UNDERSTOOD BY GVN OR BY OURSELVES TO BE A SUBSTITUTE. . v f3igfi o) s e s
NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE OBVIOUS DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED ~*  Ti-o.i /i 0l
IN ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE A VISIT BETWEEN NOV AND THE - .00 " s mnd =
INAUGURATION. THE NEXT FEV MONTHS, IN VIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS '\ . 0 = oS s
IN'VIET. NAM AND ELSEWHERE IN THE ¥ORLD, TO SAY NOTHING _;1~n.zf L SARE e §
OF DOMESTIC PREOCCUPATIONS WITH THE ELECTIONS, WILL BE G SRSy O
EXTREMELY FULL. THE PERIOD AFTER OUR ELECTIONS IS AN EVEN NORE 5 S MR
DIFFICULT TIME FRAME TO PEER IN TO-FROM THIS POINT IN TINME, ' T =

BUT 1F ONE DOES, ONE IS FORCED TO CONCLUDE THAT HNEITHER ' Eiy e
NOVEMBER, DECEMBER NOR EARLY JANUARY APPEARS LIXELY TO iy
CFFER AN OPPORTUNE TIME FOR A STATE VISIT BY THIEU.

2. DESPITE THE FOREGOING WE DO NOT, OF COURSE, WISH TO

FORECLOSE FINALLY THE POSSIBILITY OF A VISIT BETWEEN NOW R
AND JANUARY 2@, IT MIGHT INDEED BE THAT A PROPITIOUS ' Ve el
MOMENT YILL PRESENT ITSELF ON SHORT HOTICE WHICH WOULD MAXE e i e
ONE FEASIBLE AND DESIRABLE. BUT ON BALANCE WE MUST TAKE X
A PESSIMISTIC OUTLOOX IN VIEW OF ALL THE CONSIDERATIONS ...
INYOLVED. AND FOR THIS REASON, WE WOULD HOPE THAT, .SHOULD If“'
THIEU RAISE THE SUBJECT HITH -YOU, YOU ARE ABLE Tﬂ CONVEY -
TO -HIM AN IDEA OF THE FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES INVOLVED IN ;?u
ATTEMPTING TD PLAN A VISIT WITHIN THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS,-.:

YITHOUT TELLING MINM FLATLY THAT IT 1S JUST NOT IN.THE ;Efﬂgaﬁ e et
CARDS. THIEU HAS SHOWN HIMSELF IN THE PAST TO BE A FEHtEFTIUE PR ~ﬁf§ﬁ%§$*
INDIVIDUAL, CAPABLE OF UNDERSTANDING FALRLY SU3STLE NUANCES, AND -~ = ' 5 i oo+
WE WOULD EXPECT THAT HE WILL UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEMS IN= : RN
VOLVED AND NOT PHESS THAT THE STANDING INVITATION BE HONOREDs = ... . =~ [fr =¥

35« AS STATED HEUUE. THERE IS THE GH#HEE THﬁT ﬁISIT WILL
FROVE ADVANTAGEOQUS ON VERY SHORT MNOTICE AND HE vyOouLD LIHE
TO LEAVE THIS POSSIBILITY OPEN TO US.

APPROVE======a= . /
DISAPPROVE=w === ceee e, LGRS, 3T
DECLASSIFIED i ~
CALL ME-===ce== E.O. 12058, Sa;:dﬂ >
i. Guidelinos 5 , 1 o
F:‘d‘trﬁhm |\-1-01 | rdue Y
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August 24, 1968

SESRET
FROM WALT ROSTOW
FOR THE PRESIDENT
Cleveland from NATO reflects in the following the same anxiety
as Saragat about too forthcoming a U, 8, -Soviet posture in present

anvironment,

IZHECI.J!'uSSIFIE.‘-;F5

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3. -

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Cuidelines
By —F_‘ NARA, Date]{-A-0) __
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USNATO 435
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EERLIRRIFFHGN-GLEUELEHQ
= “1. UNTIL THIS WEEX ASSUMPTION OF EUROPEAN ALLIES
HAS BEEN THAT SOME MAJOR UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN US
- AND SOVIET UNION ON STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION, OR
~ EVEN VIETNAM, WERE MAJOR AIM OF THIS ADMINISTRATION
. IN HIS REMAINING MONTHS IN OFFICE. PRESS STORIES FROM
NYASHINGTON THIS MORNING HAVE HELPED FAN RUMORS, ALREADY
*  CIRCULATING IN NATO HEADQUARTERS, THAT THE UNITED .

. STATES. STILL HOPES THIS ¥aY BE POSSIBLE, DESPITE o

.| CZECHOSLOYAKIA. : .

" j2. SOVIET ACTION HAS-OF COURSE PRODUCED A SHOCK k
" ¢MAVE AMONG EUROPEAN ALLIES WHICH FOR-TIME BEING \{}ﬁkﬁé
. FUNDAMENTALLY ALTERS THE POLITICAL CLIMATE. EVEN -
 DOVISH ALLIES ARE CANCELLING EAST-WEST VISITS AND :
: CONSTRAINING OTHER CONTACTS; GERMARDS AND ITALIAWS
+ HAVE HASTENED TO RELATE THEIR NPT SIGNATURES TOTHE
. SOVIET PRESENCE IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. IN THESE CIRCUM-
. STAHCES I AM RESPONSIBLE FOR FLAGGING, BUT DO NOT NEE
* TO BELABOR, THE NEED FOR PRIOR CONSULTATION IN NAC
+ QN ANY US-SOVIET MOVES, EVEN PROCEDURAL ONES, AT THIS
MOMENT IN EUROPEAN HISTORY. THE GHOST OF US-SOVIET
"CONCOMINIUM IS ALWAYS READY TO WALX AGAILN.

"3, WE HAVE OF COURSE "CONSULTED™ ABOUT THE IMMINENCE
OF TALKS ON OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE STPRATEGIC SYSIEMS,

. AMD ALLIES WITHOUT EXCEPTION WERE ENCOURAGING US =

. TO GET ON WITH IT. BUT THESE/PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS

WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTED AS ADEQUATE NOTICE OF ANY

*MOVE ON THIS TOPIC IN THE CHANGED CLIMATE. ;

" 4, 1 WOULD APPRECIATE ANY GUIDANCE YOU CAN LET

ME HAVE ON WHETHER THE FR£55 REPORTS ﬂHE FHLSE ALARMNMS

" OR TIME B0MBS. o ; DECLASSIFIED
.t B0.12958, Sec. 3.5
| CEAF=TIEVEDAND . il % State Dopt. Guitielines
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FROM WALT ROSTOW e v T

T0  TNE PRESIDENT #g)L*J =

CITE CAP82058 o 2 >

P . -.{
SEemET i

SU3JECTt CIA REPORT ON THE SITUATION IN CZECHOSLOVAXIA AS =

GF 4 PM EDT . -

THERE IS LITTLE NEWS THUS FAR ON THE SVOBODA MISSION _ORBASERE

TO 4OSCO¥. ACCORDING TO AN ACCOUNT REPORTEDLY CARRIED ON _  \/\ ¢dc pas7
HoSCoW TSLEVISION, THE TALKS TOOK PLACE TODAY IN A "FRANKT . - /775 =70y o

ATHOSPHERE .AND YILL BE CONTINUED TONORRO¥.
% THE “SITUATION IN PRAGUE, WHERE MARTIAL LAV YAS DECLARED -
TONIGHT,. AND, GENERALLY, THROUGHOUT CZECHOSLOVAKIA NAS QUIET.

"THERE HAVE BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS.. ™
RELATED TO THE SITUATION IN CZECHOSLOVAXIA DURING THE.PAST/
EIGHT - HOURS. THZRE IS.NO EVIDENCE OF ANY THREATENING
}HOVES TOWARD RUMANIA BY SOVIET, HUNGARIAN OR BULGARIAN ARMED
FORCES.

- DUBCEKX"'S WIFE®AND Tv0 SONS RETURNED-TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA
TODAY, ACCORDING TO A REPORT BROADCAST BY ODNE OF THE CLANDESTINE
RAD10S. THE SAME. REPORT ALSO INDICATED
THAT DUBCEX®*S MOTHER PLEADED WITH THE SOVIET: COMMANDER 1IN
SRATISLAVA°TO RELEASE HER SON. SHE WAS TOLD THAT DUSCEK WAS
HOT" INTERNED, 3BUT "YE ARE MEGOTIATING WITH HIM.T THE’ :
COMMANDER  ADDED THAT DUBCEX-HAD BROKEN PROMISES HE HAD MADE
TO THE-SOVIETS AND THE OTHER YARSAYW PACT INTERVENTIONISTS
AT THE BRATISLAVA E?HFEREHEE-

MIANYHILE, AT THE RUMAMNIAN SHBASSY IN PEKIEG, CHINESE
PREMIER CHOU EN-LAY WARMLY SALUTED THE RUHANIANS, THEIR
AMMIVERSARY, AND THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE “WARSAW FIVE'S®
INTERVENTION IN CZECHGSLOVAXIA. CHOU ALSO PRONISED CHIMNESE
SYPPCRT FOR THE "PEOPLE™ OF CZECHOSLOVAXIA AGAINST THE "FASCIST
POWER POLITICS™ OF THE USSR, VHILE AT THE SAME TINE ATTACHING
TIE CZECH.LEADERS AS REVISIOMISTS WHO HAD TRIED TO SELL oOuUT
TO THE UeSes HE CLAIMED THAT THE SOVIETS INTERVENED TO PREVENT
SIMILAR "UNCONTROLLABLE CHAIN REACTIONS™ IN EASTERN EUROPE, -
CHOU ASSERTED THAT U.S. ACQUIESCENCE'TO THE SOVIET OCCUPATION
OF CZECHOSLOVAXIA YWAS PART OF A DEAL IMVOLVING SOVIET
ACCEPTANCE ‘OF.THE'UsSe. "OCCUPATION™ .OF SOUTH VIETHAN.

" THE .YUROSLAV GOVERHMENT HAS OFFICIALLY PROTESTED
THE OCCUPATION OF CZECHOSLOYAKIA. ‘DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES
I BELGRADE OF THE USSR, POLAKD, THE GDR, HUNGARY AND BULGARIA
YeRE HANDED A NOTE ON 22 AUGUST EXPRESSING YUBOSLAVIA'S
"EZATRENE CONCERN™ ODVER THEIR UNLAWFUL ENTIRY INTO CZECHOSLOVAXIA.

ITALIAN COMMUNIST LEADER LUIGI LONGO, CEHSURED THE
SOVIET INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA TODAY IM A SPEZCH TO MNIS
PARTY DIRECTORATE. EXPRESSING GRAVE DISSENT WITH THE KREMLIN'S
PGLICY, HE EMPHASIZED THAT "IT BELONGS TO THE CONHUNISTS AND
Eg?g?ﬂ?EHT OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA TO GUARANTEE THE DEFENSE OF THEIR
cou i

THE EXODUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS FROH CZECHOSLOVAXIA
2Y TRAIN AND PRIVATE CAR CONTINUES. A SPECIAL EVACUEE TRAIN
FRON PRAGUE ARRIVED IN VIZNNA TODAY CARRYING 245 AHERICANS
AAONG IT 426 PASSENGERS. THE U.S. EWMAASSY -IN PRAGUE REPORIS
THAT ANOTHER 253 AMERLCANS LEFT THERE BY SPECIAL TRAIN FOR
FRANXFURT. AHD PARIS THIS NORNINO. THE EMBASSY aLsSO
HnS DISPATCHED SEVERAL CaR CARAVANS DF 1,5, CITIZENS,
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FRO# WALT RDSTDH
T0 THE FHEEIDEHT

HEREWITH A CIA nSSEEEHEﬂI ‘OF. TEE Puss:aszsuuxzr HILITHHYa %,”;nﬁ}n;ﬂr-fﬁﬁﬂfﬂ”
THREAT TO RUMANIA.. Husr nr 1T, 18 FnﬂIL;R Iu Tnu. ;;*;;j;ﬁ{f‘;g-yv-gz;h,raaj
-Hf- ki 1~g BN -f=f4:' i o w8 ¥ i LJ ol T o

AUOTE lf BUCHAREST 15 ELEﬂHL! CONCERNED GHER THE POSSIBILITY | o “Q':fﬂiffuj'

OF SOVIET  INTERVENT ION IN RUNANIA..AS ONE RUMANIAN: DIPLOMAT A R T A

I8 S0MN REPORTEDLY PUT. IT “ONCEZTHE SOVIETIS ARE THIS PREGNANT,: -~ . . -70 ..

THEY MIGHT'-DECIDE -TO HAVE:TWINS.™. RUMANIAN DIPLOMATS ARE KNOWN "7 - o 4 °

TO HAVE FLOATED RUMORS CONCERNING POSSISBLE SOVIET:INTERVENTION K —~° - -

AT DIPLOMATIC POSTS. IN WASHINGTON, BONN, VIENNA, PARIS, aND -

ATHENS, IN PART NO.DOUBT AS A DEVICE TO HEAD OFF ANY SUCH.... - "

ACT IONS,.  IF. THE RUMANIAN LEADERS EELIEVED THAT THERE WAS A :

T HREAT 'OF" INMINENT - MILITARY ACTION BY THE USSR, IT IS UNLIKELY

T HAT RUMANIAN LEADER CEAUSESCU WOULD BE GOING AHEAD HIIH dls

PLANS TO: v:s:r ?UGDELnFIn DH 24 AUGUST. .

2a: THERE Is ‘NO HARD EUIDEHEE oF nnf suvIET BILITARY

ACTIVITY DIRECTED TOWARD RUMANIA. NEITHER THE US EMBASSIES

1% SUCHAREST, SOFIA OR BUDAPEST . NOR THE US MILITARY ATTACHES
8. THOSS CAPITALS HAVE REPORTED ANY EVIDENCE OF ;SOVIET MILITARY .- - .
SUILD-UPS ALONG. THE RUMANIAN-USSR. BORDER OR THE' RUMANIAN=- --,ﬁ, 7.3 e

ﬂJhGHHIﬁH BORDER.-NOR HAVE WE NOTED ANY-FIRM. INDICATIONS IN- Al 3

COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE OF/SOVIET PREPARATIONS FOR' HILITHRT S

(IOVES AGAINST-RUMANIA. WE HAVE-BEEN-IN' FREQUENT CONTACT HITH i-.u;-’r S
NSA® SPECIALISTS ON THIS SUEJECI FOR THE Fnst zq Hnuns- .,Tac:“',;g_},;u-

ik 'l-lil.l."l i= l..-‘rj:ha-l-l'-_‘hll i -\. o s 1 .-_- -|-|'-|1 || '\.-!

A~

3. ASIBE FROM THE srm?las FUT ouT Br THE HUﬂnﬂlnus, ¥ ‘;;h
JE'HAVE-TWO PIECES OF' INFORMATION THAT  MAY BE. INDICATIVE, - : v
THE SOVIET - 3 AR
ANSASSADOR. -IN LONDON.TODAY A A AL OF’ rhuﬂQDUIEI
BANK THERE ‘NOT.TO 80 AHEAD WITH HIS SCHEDULED VISIT TO HUHﬁHIﬁ Fh
BECAUSE ‘"BIG -THINGS WOULD BE. HAPPENING THERE. SOQO0H." m’r_ b

A SOVIET DIVISION NEA gt e
RUMANIA ok ODESSA 'ARY DISTRICT 15 ABSENT FROM . Y

EafﬂgggHISDd- IT 15 HDT HHDHH HHERE THIE DI?IEIEH IS PEEbEHTLT
'™ - = v a..l %3t
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INFORMATION

o P-EECRET SENSITIVE
Friday, August 23, 1968 - 5:05 pm
Mr, President:
I am Inclined to agree with the
attached: the Soviet declslon was probably

made on August 17, taken to the Central
Committee August 19.

W. W, Rostow

-FoPSEGRET SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6

NL) fe4c pa-a2
Byedm, NARA, Date 34723
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE —

WARMINGTOX

“TUP SECRET TRINE (GAMMA]

August 23, 1968
™

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW

SUBJECT: The Decision to Intervene

L-! (e)

The withdrawal of Soviet military aircraft and their return

tc forward positions on Monday would neatly fit this scenario of
decision,

A%

Natha.?ial Davis

SANITIZED
EQ. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL}J :
Bygdn , NARA, Date 3-13-07

TOP SECRET
A CGANMMAY—
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Friday, August 23, 1968
CONFIDENTIAL 4:25 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a lotter to me from Ed Hamiiton asnouncing that he
intends to resign, sffective Beptember 16.

Ho was asked by Laster Pearsom and Bob McNamara to be
the Staff Director of thelr enterprise. He has profound coavictions
and foelinge about development and foreign ald. In the end, he
Judged that he could not say no to tham; although [ know he is
spoaking the literal truth when he saye that he finds it extremely
difficult to leave your staff at this time,

I spant a lot of time with Ed talking abowt this declaion. It was
my candid advice to him that be could do more for foreign aid and
its future by working in the govermment on the papers that we weuld
lsave behind ue tham he could on this growp. But his decision was

otherwise; and I belisve we can oaly accept and respect it.
We meed not worry about the shop:
-- Ed Fried will pick up foreiga ald;

== Hal Saunders will pick up India/Pakistan, which be used
to carry and wonld like to carry again;

== [ ghall probably leave Boger Morris on Africa, on which
he has worked with Ed Hamilton,

I may wish to streagthen the shop with an extra junier man or se,
but we can manage.

W, W. BRostow

DETERMINED TO BE AN ADMINISTRATIVE

o PER EO 358,
Hll.'l..[S L‘lLL'D OF

EI"FM- mﬂf""".’h
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Friday, Aug. 23, 1968
11:30 8. m.,

MR, PRESIDENT:

I have attached to the notes for the
1:00 p. oy mosting a summary of Gen.
Abrams' response to your questions,

Horewith the full text of the u‘hq
and incoming.
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Friday, August 23, 1968 -- 11:00 a,.m,

Hr. Presldant:

Herewlth a propesed epening statement by the President for the
Leadership mesting at 1:00 p. m. teday, and a proposed ageada to follow.

L. Statsmant by the Presldest.

I have asked you te meet with us teday becausa I belleve our
pelitical lsaders should know what the werld looks llke. We are coaducting
our pelitical campalgn and these matters must be dlscussed; but they should
be discussed against a background of knowledge.

The Csech crisls in all its ramifications and situations ln South-
Mhhlﬂﬁ-mtuldﬂwhmde}ormmmhdw-
national erisls since 1945 — 4*-*'—**—-1 (,Jw it ok J-*-'*‘;A-*'—"f-"-‘ ¥
A N R e

== There lo the unresclved crisls in Csechoslovakia itself

with consequances that nons of ue can fully now predict;

== There are the implications in the crisls for the pesture
of NATO;

= There is great anxiety in Rumania and partial mobilization;

ﬁ] uhuu mJ’i‘-Inrth Kozeanp ii;n gons on a military alert
pmtu.ﬂr. pwm%ru.
wo-inlghi-tnove—agalnst-them

== Mlilitary activity in South Vietnam is bullding up with every
iadicatioa frem Iatslligence that we shall have very heavy [ighting
in the weeks ahead;

== The Middle East sijustion remains unresolved, with Arab
terrorists and Israsll counter blows countlaning to make that part

of the world peteatially explesive;

== There ls an Isterruptiona -- for how long none of us can
now predict -- of constructive movemant betwaasn East and West
htm:ﬂtﬂwﬁmth- United States and the Sovist Unlen, at
a thme whea we are about to come to grips with the great lssue of

the strategic arms race and posalbllities of contalaing Iit.
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I have no new peliclas to lay before you teday. These are fast-
moviag events which we shall be welghing carefully and assessing before
we make any new declslons about cur owa pelicy and action. But I did
think It impertast and right that we should share with you our informatioa on
the international scens. Afler the brieflag ls completed, we shall answer
your questions as best we can; and recelve any suggestions or chsarvations
you may care te maks.

I thiak It best Lf we proceed by majer arens of the werld, We
might begla with Eurepe and then go to Southeast Asla and, finslly, have a
fow words on the Middle East.

2. Eurepe. (The Presldent)

With respect to Eurepe: First, Directe§ Helma will tell us
what we knew and did not know about Sovist Intentions before they meved
lato Csechoslovakia. Thea Mr. Marks will give us a brief plcture of the
world reaction to the Soviet move. BSecretary Rusk will analyse the avents
Ia Caschoslovakia and we shall alse have Ambassader Thompsen's evaluation
of Soviet motives and ebhjectives there. Ambassader Ball will tell us what
has beea golng on In New York and what the prespects are at the United
Nations for further debate and actlon. Fimally, I want Secretary Clifford
and General Wheeler to explala to us the military Implications of the crisise,
Includiag its Implications for eur pesture la NATO, as they see It

Secretary Rusk
Director Holmse
Director Marks
Ambassador Thempsea
Ambassador Ball
Becretary Clifford
Genaral Wheeler

3. Southsast Asla. (The Presidest)

As you know, military activity has Increased in recent days In
Vietaam and all our iatelligence Indicators suggest that we face heavy
fighting in the weeks ahead. I should first llke General Westmereland to
glve us his evaluation of the latest reperts coming from Gemeral Abramas
ia Salgen, Then I shall call oa Secretary Rusk briefly to describe the
pelitical evelution of the new goveramesat there and the state of the Parls
talks. Fimally, Secretary Clifford will tell us about the South Vietname se
mobilisation of the armad forces, our moderniihtion program, and the
periormance la the fleld of the ARVN la recent days.

Gensral Westmorsland
Secretary Rusk
Secretary Clifford
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It may Iaterest you that I put to General Abrams yestarday
a series of searching questions about the military effects of the bembing
we are doing agalnst Nerth Vietnam. Hs replled this moraing at great
langth, Here are the quastions I put and a summary of hls answers In
his own words. (Bummary attached for the Presidest te read.)

It Is agalnst the backgrouad of this and other mlilitary evaluations
that we have had te Insist on somae reclpreciiy for a tetal bembiag cessation
and have attached such Impertance to the de-militarization of the DMZ Ia
our coatacts in Paris. You can also see, frem Gemeral Abrams' assess-
meat, some strictly mllitary reasons Hanel would wish to press us hard
for a total bambilag cessation,

4. Milddls East, (The Presldesat)

As you knew, 1 have always regarded the potential danger ila
the Middle East as at least as great -- Uf not greater -- than Ia Southeast
Asla, because of the peteatiality of a U, 5, -Seviet direct confreatation,
Weo had a geod, stroag smell of that confroatation la the war of last Juse.
Therefore, 1 shall ask Becretary Rusk to give us his evaluation of where
the Middle East now stands and what the prospects are -~ If any -~ for
forward movement towards peace in the weeks ahead, ilncluding sspeclally
the mesting of the Gensral Assembly ila Seplember when the Forelga
Ministers will all be presest in New York City, as well as Ambassader
Jarring.

W. W. Hoatew

WWRostow:rln









INFORMATIQN

THE WHITE Housg EFE"

P
WARBHIHNGTON

Friday, August 23, 1968
11:25 a. m.

Mr. Presidest:

Herewith Saragat urges you net
to go to Moscow.
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Friday, August 23, 1968
[(.00 2.m.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

) , L
SUBJTECT: U. 5. Intelligence on Czech Crisis Sne f/é

There are attached two press stories which are the result of
Dick Helms' effort to counter earller reports of a U. 5.
intelligence falilure in anticipating the Cxech crisis:

1. An AP report of this morning which is a complete
turn-around of its earlier story; ¥

2. A Washington Post article which came out of the

conversation between Mr. Helms and Russ Wiggins
of the Post.

Also attached is a page 1 story in today's Wall Street Journal
which says that U, S. intelligence on the Czech situation was

excellent -- except for the timing. Mr. Helms does not know
the source of this story.

W. W, Rostow

Attachmenta (3)

€ Al mﬁyw‘/
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Washinglon Wire

A ‘Special Weekly Report From|
The Wall Street Journal's
C'-!.pita.l Surcau

U INTELLIGENCE on Czech crunch was
cxgnllont=oxeept for the timing. ]
Well in advance, LEJ had CIA's flat predic- |
Lon that Aloscow would succeed in erushing
Czech Uberalism, and wouldn't shy from mill-

willing to ook like butehers: They fipured they

murder. -

Tha dramatic White Housc huddies fhis
| weak euleriained wo thought of sireng
U.5. action. The docision agoinst that had
comie ol least o month before.

blt



INFORMATION

CONFIDENTEAL

Friday, August 23, 1968
B:30 a,m.

Mr. Presldent:
This is a fuller report of the

enemy mortar and rocket attacks In
I Corps and II Corps.

W. W. Rostow

LONFIDENTIAL

Memo for Record, "Eneemy Attacks in lst and 2d Corps"

23 August 1986 0645 EDT

WWRostow:rln

r-.——“- = ﬂa-.l.-.l.-j
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER -
WASHINGTON, D.C, 203051

23 August 1968
0645 EDT

THE JOINT STAFF

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Subject: Enemy Attacks in 1lst and 2d Corps

1. During the period 221230-221530 EDT August, there were 3
enemy mortar and rocket attacks in the 1st Corps. The attacks
were centered in the central and southern coastal areas. Only
three were followed byHiruund assaults., The most significant of
these occurred at the MACSOG compound located at Marble Mountain
4 miles south of Da Nang., CECnenmy saﬁpars penetrated the perimeter
but were ejected after a 4-hour fight., Friendly losses were 16

‘killed, 125 wounded, 3 bunkers destroyed, and 2 bunkers damzged,

The enemy suffered 32 killed. Preliminary cumulative results
are: friendly, 28 killed and 179 wounded; enemy, 40 killed,
Three persons have been detained.

2., The 2d Corps sustained more than 30 enemy mortar, rocket,
and ground attacks during the period 212040-221525 EDT August,
Preliminary results are: friendly, 16 killed (2 US, 11 ARVN, -
1 PF, 2 SUN civ), 57 wounded (36 US, 3 ARVN, 6 CIDG, 8 RF/PF,

2 US civ, 2 SVN civ), and 1 UH-1H, 2 0-1Es, Z EC-47s, and 3
buildings camaged. The enemy suffered 24 iilled.

_ ;ﬁﬂxﬂﬁ/ﬁ' P e
DISTRIBUTION: : %{5 MO0

Rear Admiral, USN.

. SECSTATE Deputy Director for

SECDEF Operations, NMCC
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INFORMATION

SGONFIDENTIAL

Friday, August 23, 1968
8:27 a.m.

Mr. Preslident:

The attached FBI report indicates
how, in fact, a good many Soviet
officiale feel about the Czech invasion.
This cne Is a TASS KGB man In
New York City.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln

Il ./.f-ﬂ'l'{ -ﬂi -IP'F
Bychst’, NARA, Duie 20303
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SRIORITY
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TO: DIPESTCR, NDIFEVST INTEILLIGEMNCE agEINCY @15

D u-mw--m INDICATIONS CINTER
TD: DI2227WIMT OF THI ARMY 019
FR0": DIRZCTO2, F&l

O NP5 Tt

CZECHISLOVAK CRISIS
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INFORMATION
FOP-SECRET
Friday, August 23, 1968
B8:25 a, m,

Mr, President:

Herewith Ellsworth Bunker's
reply to the back channel message
you directed me to send.

My measage is also attached.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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YTHCA
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¥ :
FM SAIGON
T0 WHITE HOUSE
10 | 25X 1A

Swimpepei 7 2YES ONLY 2311242 avG S8 [N

FH AMB EUNKER SAIGON 257
TO THE WHi:- HGCUSE, EYES ONLY WALT ROSTCW
REF: CAP 2384

I EXPECT TC SEE THIEU TOMORROW AND WILL TAKE UP SUBJECT OF YOUR
MESSAGE VITH HI¥., AS YOU XNOW, I HAVE ALREADY DISCUSSED SUBJECT
WITH HIt TH7CE SINCE KONOLULU. I XNCY THAT HE HAS BEEN GIVIHG
YUCH THOUG:T TO HOw BEST TO ESTABLISH CONTACTS WITH OTHER SIDE,
AND I SHeLL PLURSUE THIS SUBJECT WITH HIM TOMORROW. REGARDS.
ol —YES ONLY

EP=1
1182
25X1A
T ST TSR e
————— b by 3 V
MM

AN FLZED

Ay I"hll- i I\JLI 'E'H.CI ﬂﬂ.l-EE-
By dCe . NARA, Dawe I1-6-0! .
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Y } August 22, 1968
——-;p‘-szwrt‘-

LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR AMDBASSADOR BUNKER FROM WALT ROSTOW

The Presideat sugprsia yeu recall to Thieu his cbservation gt °
Honeolulu thet the optiswuen time for Thiew to negatiate a setllement may be
between new axd Jeausry 20, with {his Adm.niglratian behind him --
an ebservation with which Thieu indicatad 2ppareat understanding 2nd,
evan, agreement. You might indicate the President's intecest in what
steps be hac taken o establish contacts with the other side aad, in geners!,

how Thieu proposes Lo proceed 2t bis janitiative.

cﬁ. f’f z_oﬂ/

SANITIZED
EO. 12958, Sec. 36

ML) o0 2-2
ﬁf.ujvfr“ﬁ“-”‘- w 44153

N e |
i ""T :— ] o




/05

DECLASSIFIED -
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL|_8A-35 5
By_ster, NARA, Date 2:25- 2
—SECRET Fridey, August 23, 1968
£lom whA 7 2esiown d}/j #h-
MEMOSRANDUL FOR THE PRESIDENT e

SUBFECT+—The Question of Eugene Black's Coing to Cambedia

o o ad
The Wmunum from Secretary Rusk (£xir) requests:

1. that you authorize a message to Sihanouk, through the Australians,
requasting that Sihanouk receive Mr. Black to discuss Mekong River
developments and "the problem in American-Cambodia relations
discussed by Ambassador Bowles last January, ! and

2. that you reconsider the questiom of Marshall Wright going with
Black.

Since Mr. Black's schedule will have to be rearranged if he goes to Cambodia,
State is hopeful of obtaining your decision on the first of these recammenda-
tions today. As for the second, I see no need for you to reconsider.

Secretary Rusk and Mr. Black believe stromgly that Sihanouk would not agree
to receive Mr. Black if the discussion were to be confinad to Mekong matters
alone. Indeed, the major purpose of the visit should be to bring home to
Sihanouk our grave concern over North Vietnam Army/Vist Cong use of his
territory, including ths question of a2 more effective International Contral
Commission.

This could lead to the question of a declaration by us concerning Cambodian
borders, and we would need to furnish Mr, Black with a formula and authority
which could be used if the atmosphere warrants.

A suggested message to be comveyed through the Australians is at Tab B,
It is designed to:

== put maximum pressure on Sihanouk to receive Mr, Black;

== give Sihanouk the least possible handle for adverse publicity or
for any claim that Mr. Black was coming sither to make concessions or to
threaten him.

The following considerations should be borne in mind:

‘i:? L_._éll e

.,-c.?.'-l*ﬂ"‘-'{'

- in thi bit is far from certain; Lets
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August 22, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Mr. Eugene Black's Trip to Asia, and Specifically
the Question of His Going to Cambodia

Recommendation

1. That you authorize a message to Sihanouk, through the
Australians, requesting that Sihanouk receive Mr. Black

for the purpose of discussing Mekong River developments and
"the problems in American/Cambodian relations discussed by
Ambassador Bowles last January." (This covers the use of
Cambodian territory by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong,
and the possibility of our making a border declaration.

At the same time, we believe specific topics should not be
stated for the reasons given below).

Approve

Disapprove

- See Me

2. That, in order to give Mr. Black's visit to Cambodia
additional prestige as well as needed staff support, you
reconsider the question of Marshall Wright, of Walt Rostow's
staff, going with him, and authorize such participation.

Approve
Disapprove
DBCLASSIFIED Seu: Mo S—
E.D. 12958, Sec. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelines
By & . NARA,Daiell-|-0( _ 5
¢ : , GO TFPERELA










Message To Be Conveyed Through Australian Channels

The American Government wishes Prince Sihanouk to know
that Mr. Eugene Black, the Personal Representative of Pres-
ident Johnson for Southeast Asian Economic Matters, is
traveling to Asia during September to visit Japan, Laos,
the Philippines, and nations directly concerned with the
development of the Mekong Basin.

The American Government requests that the Roval Cambodian
Government reccive Mr. Black during the course of this visit.
In addition to matters affecting the future development of
the Mekong Basin Mr. Black would be prepared to discuss the
major problems of American/Cambodian relations that were
considered during the visit by Ambassador Chester Bowles
in January, which visit was of course deeply appreciated on
the American side. Mr. Black is closely familiar with the
views of President Johnson and the American Government on
these basic problems. ’

(The Australians should then be instructed to make

clear quietly that Mr. Black would not expect to take up

DECLASSIFIED T
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelines

By*.‘h!._'ﬁm Dete. 2. -14-01






~SEcRar” -August 23, 1962
FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM WALT ROSTOW

This may be hokum, but you should be aware that the UPI has
a report from its correspondent in Bucharest, allogedly from Rumanian
diplomats:

Ruseia has told the Rumanians that Ceausescu must resign

or thay will invade.

DECLASSIFIED
EO.12958,8e¢.35
NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Croidelimes

By _ﬁ!:_,_-___,‘.“ir'ﬂ-{&_l}ﬁ:_l.' -1~



—SEGRET SENSITIVE INFORMATION
Friday, August 23, 1968

Mr. Presidemt: 7 L

{2

Herewith the latest perspective on Infikration since last November.

Subject: Infiltration into South Vietmam

1 2 3

Groupe Observed® Possible® *
Obaerved Strength Streagth (estlmated)
Nov. 20 4,986 7, 681
Dec. 16 9,216 11, 346
Jan, 32 12, 372 15, 872
Feb. 24 4,194 7,344
Mar. 48 13, 428 25,776
Apr. 53 23,292 34,291
May 61 20, 582 29, 158
June 41 9,982 15, 703
July 33 12, 438 17,820
fug. 1 - 22 7 3, 154 3, 675
Totals 325 113, 644 168, 666

The above figures are Impressive; but, in additlon, tweo divisions
moved across the DMZ in Deceamber-Janusry, against Khe Sanh.

W. W. Roshew

5
% groupesd where iotelligence gave us numbers in the group.

2% includes column 2 plus oumbers allocsted to greups where
intelligence ixicated a grouwp existed, but did act provide
mumbers. DECLASSIFIE

Aunthority _ NLd-cgs 2y
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Friday, August 23, 1968 g

Mr. President:

The day before yesterday the city of Saligon received about
20 rocket rounds. Of these, some 15 impacted in the esast central portion
of the citp. The Government Assembly Bullding was hit by two rounds.
Five rounds struck in the Cholon section, Initial reports indicate 17 persons
were killed and 69 wounded.

Beginning at noon, Washington time, yesterday the Danang Alirbase
and Marble Mountain facilities came under ground and artillery attack.
Unsuccessful attempts were made to "liberate" a prisoner of war compound.
US casualties were 16 killed and 125 wounded. Enemy casualties were 32
killed.

A company size enemy unit has continued the battle three kilometers
south of Danang at the Cam Le Bridge. The action continued through the
daylight hours and heavy casualties are expected.

W. W. Bostow

By ;z;, 9-9-52_ s gy
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August 23, 1968

Mr. President: 4','..1_ . '.r

Subject: Artillery Activity in Czechoslovakia

The Czech artillery communications groups
passing fire commands, as reported in the CIA
Summary, has declared "the end of the exercise. "

This clarifies an area of great concern.

W. W. Rostow

NLIJKAC 0a-Al .
m 'H  1-3/-D7
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dugust 22, 11:15 p.m.

fur 1

Memorandum for the President

Subject: Unconfirmed reports of Dubchek's Death

The wire services are carrying reports from two ham radio
oparators - ona in Holland and the other im New York state -
that Dubcek was killed one or two hours sarlier. Repevtedly
two differemt Czech hams made the two broadcasts. They asked
that the information be relayed but ggve no more informatiom.

We have no confirmation from any other soures.

For Walt ¥W. Rostow

Nathaniel Davias



Thursday, Angust 22, 1968
9:25 p.m.

Mr. President: e [

As 1 reperted to Tamn Johnson, 1 could not get Cormiler
but did get Deug Cormell, of AP. 1 gave him a very full
brieflag and he sald he would try to get a story ln which
would not ba tled In to the White House.

W. W, Restew
(dictated ever phoms)

WWERestew:rln
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Thursday, August 22, 1968
8:50 p.m.

Mr, President:

These _.ndjcatu that
the Bussians have probably gotten into
the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and that the voice of Czechoslovakia in
MWew York may have been throttled ——

Wertltd Leof Gaic,)
{:; [ wil
To covoieh -’m&m
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Thursday, August 22, 1968
8:35 p.m,

Mr, President:
This Is another obscure suggestion

that the Czech military forces may
take some kind of actlon.

W. W. Rostow

—EEGRET-SENSITIVE
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INFORMATION

Thursday, August 22, 1968
7:25 p.m.

Mr, President:

Herewlith a situation report on
New York.

You might call George and tell
him he's dolng fine -- If you think he ls.

W. W. Rostow

WWERostow:rln



MEMORANDUM ) 14é

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASNINGTOMN

—OeNEIDENT R E—

Thursday, August 22, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

SUBJECT: Progress of UN Debate

George Ball reports that a vote in the Security Council is not
now expected until after midnight tonight.

As of now, there are ten certain votes for the resolution. The

Pakistan representative possibly will vote for, making an expected
total of eleven.

Two representatives are expected to vote no -- Algeria and India.
The Indians say they have no instructions but if they get them in
time, they will most likely be negative.

Ball urges we do not try to delay the vote as was suggested earlier
today in order to await the arrival of the Czech Foreign Minister
who is not now expected in New York until 1:00 p. m. tomorrow.

Ball inquired whether there was any Washington inquiry of his
handling of the debate so far.

.P}-rﬂ'-u-

Bromley Smith

Nno v N i
i i, I ..:‘

R o = S
BYdire NARA Date9-8-57
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Thursday, Auwgust 22, 1968 -~ 7:00 p.m.

- BEGRET—

My, Preosldant:

Herewith Bob Glasburgh's analysis of the current data on Vietaam,
including the materials froen which Sec. Clifford talked at teday's Cabinet
meating.

You should aleo know the fallowiag:

"The enemy appears to be attemptiag to move teward his cbjectives
of Dasang, Hol An, Cha Lal, Quang Ngal, Banmethest, and Salgom, and
the area between the DMZ and Route 9, but In a manner which would
aveld contact with our forces te the extent pessible. On the other haasd,
cur forces are oa the move and we are coming into coantact with the
ensmy. The situation could thus be described as presently being in a
state of flux, The most propiticus time for the enemy to move would
be within the next faw nights, Whikh will be the dark of the moon.
The evidence of the past week seoms to ladicate that the enemy ls
asariang the cempletion of his preparatioa for the future military actioa
and intends to pursue a talk-fight pelicy. ™

Also attached Is an account of some 37 attacks conducted by the enemy
between 12:30 and 3:30 p. m. our time. (Tab B)

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
ity _NL3-CcBsS 3|
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTOM, D.C. 20808

22 August 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW

SUBJECT: The Third Offensive

It is clear that the military lull in Vietnam has ended.

I believe that the third offensive has, in fact, started, for the
following reasons:

Uy

- Key indicators of military activity are running substantially

above the 1967 rate; during the lull, they were as much as 30% below

the 1967 rate.

- There have been a number of iﬁdica.ti.nn: that the third -

offensive would be different from the TET and May offensives. There

seemns to be more emphasis on prolonged fighting as opposed to high

intensity fighting. In view of the extraordinarily high losses the enemy
usually seems to suffer during periods of highest intensity fighting, he

would have good military reasons for prolonging the fighting rather

t

than intensifying it. The main disadvantage is that his TV image suffers.

- Current intensity is generally comparable to the period
2-9 May -- except for the day of most intense fighting, 5 May.

- Continued references to N-day could refer to different
N-days in different locations. Thus, we may well be faced with a

series of rolling attacks rather than one all-out country-wide
coordinated attack. -

- Ewen if the enemy hopes to conduct a massive offensive,
our spoiling attacks may limit his capability and disrupt his timirg.

The point of this is not to predict that there will be no major
coordinated country-wide attack. The enemy has the capability if
he wishes to use it in this fashion at any time.

L]
DECLASSIFIED
P NLI-CRS g
By LCS ,Hﬁﬁs.mh——-—*‘}"l}'g
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Between 12:30 and 3:30 this afternoon there were 27 enemy attacks

by ground fire or fire in I Corps. There were 10 attacks in the

II Corps. Except for the attacks on the Special Forces Compound

and the POW Camp on Marble Mountain and Di Linh City in the II Corps
all attacks have seized. ¥

Places that were attacked in the I Corps:

Quang Tri City - five rocket and 40 mortars "
Combat Base Dandergrip - unknown size
Hue - five to six rounds of rockets
Phu Bai - unknown number of rounds of mortar
Three Maf Hqs - mortar and small arms fire
Danang Airfield - 26 rockets
Danang City - small arms fire
Marble Mountain
Special Forces Compound - mortar and small arms
fire
POW Camp - underground attack
Dien City - mortar and small arms fire
Hoi An - unknown number of mortar :
Vietnam Navy Coastal Group 14 - mortar and ground-attack
Landing Zone Corba - mortar
Thang Binh Sector Hqs - mortar rocket and ground attack
Landing Zone O'Connor - mortar attack
Landing Zone West - mortar and ground attack
Tamky City - mortar attack
Landing Zone Bowman - mortar and ground attack
Landing Zone Young - mortar attack
Tien Phuoc City - mortar and small arms fire
Landing Zone Buff - mortar _
Landing Zone Dotty - mortar and ground attack
Quang Ngai City - mortar and ground attack
MACY Compound at Duc Pho City - mortar

There is no other information available at present. This was received from
NMCC who received it from MACYV by telephone.




INFORMATION

Thursday, August 22, 1968

6:55 p.m, l/-,} _'_f

Mr. Presldent:

Herewlth somewhat more detalled
account of the rocket attack on the
Danang alr base.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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Tharsday, August ZZ, 1968
—ERBCRET— 4:00 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith two reports of which you should be
aware; although the first is uacoafirmed and the
second ig obbcure:

-= the firet states that the Austrimns have
‘uncoafirmed reperts that thare i» some movement
of military forces frem the Budapest area toward
the Romasias fromtier;

-~ ths secoad iandicates that the Csech military
are intensively jammiag Sovist transmitters and
that “special battle material” will "move sut" oa
the passage of a codewerd. This could carry an
implication that the Caech army may go into business.

We are, of course, following these matters

closely.
W. W. Rostow
—BECLASSIFIED-
—CONFIDENTIAL & SECRET attachments
—E.0.-12958, See. 3.6—
NL—87-192
By ieo , NARA Date 3-6-28—
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Thursday, August 22, 1968
400 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

I asked Bob Ginsburgh to lock at the three
recent Democratic proposals for Vistmam zad see
what a statement weuld look like which emphasized
what was agreed rather than what was disagreed.

I am by no means clear that McCarthy will
wish at any point to bave what ls agresd waderlined.
I have no idea what Ted n—h'lpﬂlﬂnl?ﬂﬁiq
or Ceerge McGoverm's. Nevertheless, what Bob
Glasburgh preduced is worth reading if you --
or the Vice Presidest -- should at any time try
to pull tegether the Vietaam positicas ia a pesitive

way.

W, W. Restow



| §

Proposals for a Vietnam Policy

In an election campaign it is entirely proper that each candidate
should seek to distinguish his position from those of his opponents.

These distinctions, however, should not obscure the important
areas of agreement which do exist. It is especially important that
our enemies do not place exaggerated importance on marginal

differences while underestimating the substantial consensus which
exists.

Within the last week three significant approaches to ending the
war in Vietnam have been placed before the Democratic Party ==
and the American people:

- Senator McCarthyls seven points,
- Senator Kennedy's four points, and
- the six points of the proposed Duttion/Gilligan platform.

An objective analysis shows that there is little significant

difference among any of these proposals or of the current policy of
the United States Government,

All four are in agreement on the following substantive points:
- The U.S. seeks an honorable peace by peaceful means.
= The future of Vietnam is 2 matter for the Vietnamese
to decide for themselves. The U.5. should be prepared to consider
assistance to the Vietnamese in building a viable political and economic

post-war structure -- if they wish us to.

- Within South Vietnam there should be free, honest elections
in which all South Vietnamese should be allowed to compete peacefully.

- All foreign troops should be withdrawn as soon as possible,

- As rapidly as possible the ARVN should take over from
U.S. troops and U. 5. troops should be reduced.

- In the meantime, we should not widen the war; to the
contrary, we should de-escalate as rapidly as possible.



-~ The most meaningful immediate step which the U.S5. could
take toward peaceful resolution of the conflict is the cessation of the
bombing of North Vietnam.

Thus, the issues which exist are not those of fundamental policy.
Essentially, they are questions of the best tactics and the proper
timing to achieve these fundamental policies.

The tactical issues themselves are largely the result of:

= problems in semantics,

- differences in the style of the candidates,

- our intense search for some way of persuading the North
Vietnamese that there ought to be a way of finding a mutually acceptable
settlement, and

- a sense of frustration resulting from the fact that the North
Vietnamese are not yet ready to stop the war on any terms but their own.

There should be no doubt that even these tactical differences would
be largely indistinguishable from each other after any cne of the candidates
assumed the responsibilities of power. The real difference would turn
out to be not a matter of platform, policy, nor of program but the
personal, political style of the President,



INFORMATION
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Thureday, August 22, 1968
3:40 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

I asked for this appralsal from
Dick Helms of a rather susplclous
message, Here are the facte and his
relatively reasouring judgment,

W. W. Rostow

—SECRET-SENSITIVE
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I Castro may fear that the US might use

the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia as a justification

for intervention in Cuba, '
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Thars., Aug. 22, 1968
10:10 a, m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

I asked Bill Buady to prepare this
asalysis of Tod Kennody's speech, which may
intorest you.

W. W. Restow

Attachment
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W. P. Bundy L 96¢
August 21, 1968 '~

POINTS CONCERNING SENWATOR EDWARD KENNEDY'S SPEECH

I. Stopping the Bombing
The speech ufges that we "end unconditionally all bombing,"

i.e., without any indication of what Hanoi would do and presum-
ublnkevan 1f they are in the middle of an offensive. It argues
that:
== the bombing has never reduced infiltration, as allegedly
confirmed by Secretary Clifford "just last week';
== "an end to the killing in Vietnam can never be negotiated
g0 long as the bombing of North Vietnam continuek,"
== halting the bombing would thus save more American
lives than it would endanger;
-« Hanoi wild be "m=ch'less likely" to initiate new assaults;
== this action would test Hanoi's willingness to begin
serious nagoéiations. '
COMMENT
1. What Secretary Clifford esaid last week was tha the
present bombing was doing about as well as we could do from
the standpoint  of "attrition." As the word attrition clearly
indicates, this means that the bombing is w»edeeing—tire—present
frex=try destroying a signlficant percentage of trucks and supplies.



























——SHEGRET SENSITIVE Thursday, August 22, 1968

Mr. President:

the junta takeover In November 1964. The atmosphere in Bolivia is
still supercharged. The August 21 coup attempt fizzled, but its key
leader, General Vasquez, is still at large (Tab A).

Z. The IRG meeting yesterday afternoon tentatively concluded that
we should continue to live with the present Government and should

3. The month-long crisis stems from former Minister Arguedas’
public admission in Chile on July 18 that he had leaked Che Guevara's
| prized diary to Castro in June. That Incident undermined the sapport
the Bolivian military had been furnlshing Barrientos these past four
years.

-- Arguedas' charged, In a press conference on his return

to La Par last Saturday, that the CIA had interfered in
Bolivian affairs (Tab C).

== At first, it appeared Arguedas and Barrientos were in

some of the criticism over the Guevara diary episode. Bat in
an August 20 press conference, Barrientos defended Bolivia's
relations with the US and condemned Cuba as the real threat
(Tab D).

ED 17958 JALBNT-25Yrs
| 1E1 $

[much of Arguedas’

| ; 4. Ambassador Raul Castro will arrive in La Paz this Saturday in an
i unpublicized manner.

i . SANITIZED

i #* EO. 12958, Sec. 3.6 W. W. Rostow
oA NL_o2.

r " By.4das NARA, Dare E{:}.p.!
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learn from President Barrientos what his current motives are {Tab B).

league to make the CLA a scapegoat and deflect from themselves

"press conference comment about the CIA is groundless (Tab E).

Herewith a summary of reports on the situation in Bolivia: 1: E ﬁ/ﬁ

1. This past month Bolivia has faced its longest sustained crisis since
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Bolivia - Former Army Chief of Staff
Announces Intention to Overthrow
Barrientos Regime

Former Army Chief of Staff General Marcos
Vasquez at 9:30 p.m. on August 20 announced over a
La Paz radio station that he had broken with Barrientos
and Ovando with the intention to '"raise standard of
rebellion."

On August 12, General Vasquez had been maneuvered
out of his position as Army Chief of Staff by Barrientos
and Ovando because he was considered a threat to the
Barrientos Government. Since that time Barrientos has
been trying to get General Vasquez out of Bolivia grace-
fuily before he could rally support to his cause and give
Barrientos trouble. He was scheuuled to arrive in the
United States on August 17 to represent Bolivia on the
Incer-American Defense Board. His departure from Bolivia
would have coincided roughly with the arrival of ex-
Minister Antonio Arguedas from Lima.

Vasquez probably sensed that the Arguedas revela-
tions would cause sufficient turmoil in the already
charged Bolivian political climate so that he might be
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: BEolivia - Situation Report

The coup attempt by deposed Army Chief of Staff
General Marcos Vasquez seems to have failed. Armed
Vasquez supporters assaulted and temporarily captured
the La Paz arsenal in the early morning hours of
August 21, but were dislodged and arrested by Army
and national police units.

President Barrientos returned to La Paz from
Coc..abamba in the morning and at a mid-day press
conference gave the clear impression that the danger
had passed and that Vasquez, now in hiding, would be
arrested shortly.

The above estimate of the situation was concurred
in by the IRG, which reviewed the latest available
information in a meeting this afternoon. The IRG
Zurcher concluded a) that the basic United States
position at this time should be that it supports the
continuation of constitutiomal government, and b) that
this was the position we should convey discreetly as
appropriate. It was noted that an assessment of
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Bolivia - Former Minister of

Government Returns, Makes Accusations
Against CIA

Former Bolivian Minister of Govermment Arguedas
recurned to La Paz on August 17. At press conferences
held upon his arrival and again later in the day,
Arguedas ascribed his action of providing the Guevara
diary to Castro to his desire to rid Bolivia of
"imperialism," as exemplified by the activities of
t... CIAa. Arguedas claimed that he had been recruited
by the CIA in 1965, and provided considerable information
on names of CIA personnel and their alleged activities
in recent years in Bolivia.

Embassy La Paz believes that Arguedas' anti-CIA
iine may have been ordered by President Barrientos to
p-ace cthe onus of the diary scandal on the United Stat.s,
therevy diverting attention from the GOB's shortcomings.

Possible ramifications of this development are
several:

1) Greatly increased press attention here
to CIA "activities."

——3ECRET = SENSITIVE
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and declassification.
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2) Possible public demonstrations against
our Mission in Bolivia.

3) Possible intensification by radical
student and labc: groups of agitation
against the GCB (a minor demonstration
occurrea ia La Paz on August 16, buc
was easily broken up).

4) This raises the question of U.S.-
Barrientos relationships if the Embassy's
belief is correct.

Regarding (1) above we are planning, at least for
the Time being, to adhere to our usual policy of
declining comment on accusations about the CIA, no
matter how absurd such accusations are.

Regarding point (2) above, our most recent informa-
tion is that La Paz is calm, although there are rumors of
a possible student demonstration at the American Embassy.
The Embassy has taken security precautions.

Regarding point (3), we continue to believe that
the GOB can weather local threats as long as support from
the military is forthcoming. The Barrientos-military
reiationship, while uneasy since the onset of the diary
scandal, is not yet at a point where military support
seems likely to be withdrawn.

On point (4), it is too early to predict the effects
of this incident on our relationship with Barrientos.
We will be evaluating this question over the next few
days.

ACTION TAKEN: Ambassador Castro will delay his

arrival in Boliwvia. He will return to Washington for
further consultations. This action is in accordance

__SEGRE® - SENSITIVE
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with the recommendation of Embassy La Paz which
believes demonstrations against Ambassador Castro

are likely if he arrives at the height of the
present crisis.

d‘\*ﬂw“% e

Executive Secretary
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August 20, 1968
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Bolivia - Arguedas Case

Bolivian ex-Minister of Government Antonio
Arguedas has not had any additional access to the
press since August 17. Reports from La Paz indicate
that the general political climate except for con-
tinuing student demonstrations is calm and that
President Barrientos appears to be in control of
the Government.

Ex-Army Chief of Staff General Vasquez has not
yet departed La Paz for "golden exile" at the Inter-
American Defense Board in Washington. There are
indications that he has delayed his departure .to take
aavantage of the atmosphere created by Arguedas' charges
to organize his own supporters. The Government's chances
of maintaining control of the present situation would
improve considerably with an early departure of Vasquez.

It is still unknown how far Barrientos is willing
to go to refute the specific charges against the CIA
in Bolivia. However, at a morning press conference he
preised individual U.S. programs in Bolivia such as AID
and the Peace Corps. He defended the GOB's relationships
with the United States and condemned Cuba as the source
of subversion in the hemisphere. He also stated that
Arguedas would be tried for treason by a military

tribunal.
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THE WHITE HOUSE ' ~

WANNINOTON

—SECREFHNODIS Thureday, August 22, 1968

Mr. President:

-~ H}_
Herewith a capsule of Amb. Bunker's 63rd weekly report: %M /‘/‘f

A. General

-= Lull came to an end on August 17-18; initial enemy attacks were heavily
defeated. On August 21-22, tempo was up in all Corps areas.

-- Enemy appears to be avoiding contact in moving against objectives (6 cities
and areas south of DMZ), but our forces are engaging him.

-=- Enemny appears near completion of preparations for further military action.

-= Vietnamese are giving more thought to a political settlement with a general
realization that military victory is not possible for either side and concessions
will be necessary.

-= At our suggestion, GVN is working on peace initiative which will hopefully
underscore Hanoi's intransigence and help dispel impression that GVN is rigid on
peace.

-= Foreign Minister Thanh's August 20 speech stressed flexibility of GVN in
future relations with Hanoi and third countries. Z '

~-= Keen interest being evinced in US political situation, particularly Democratic
Convention; your VFW speech ended speculation on bombing halt.

== The sum of GVN efforts to improve administration, fight corruption, set
up democratic institutions, and improve image abroad, while not spectacular taken
day by day, is encouraging.

-=- Saigon's Mayor is attacking many problems with vigor and is getting results
in areas including civil defense and refugee resettlement,

B. Political

== Huong government's realization of negative impact abroad of GVN's recent
anti-dissident actions may lead to easing of Dzu's sentence from five years' hard
labor to house arrest. In two cases this week special military court gave acquittals
and suspended sentences.

-- A "Plan for Eliminating Corruption'" was announced by GVN, anti-corruption
committees were established in each ministry and province and administrative anti-
corruption safeguards were to be implemented.

-= Assembly completed work on both Supreme Court and Inspectorate bills.

Six months after taking office, Inspectorate will begin audit of property of all top
officials.

-=- Negotiations continue in Saigon with rebel Montagnard leader.

-= GVN report on Cam Ranh Bay incident to be issued soon,

-= Hanoi reduced stress on Communist Alliance.

_SECRET/NODIS
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C. Military

-= As indicated in General section, lull in enemy activity seems to have ended.
-= Particularly effective engagements were fought by regiments of ARVN lst
Division in DMZ and Hue areas.

D. Pacification

-= Enemy third-wave offensive preparations have not yet caused significant
defensive shifts detracting from pacification effort.

== Thieu will initiate pacification seminar program in IV Corps this week.

-=- Chieu Hoi ralliers reached 1968 high of 477 last week. They are often
instrumental in leading allies to arms caches.

== Initial allocation of 55, 000 weapons has been distributed to civilian Self-
Defense groups, principally in urban areas likely to be third-wave targets. Self-
Defense units reportedly fought well in defending Tay Ninh city.

-= RD cadre field strength rose almost 2, 000 to 37, 500 during July.

== The elite, US-advised, Provincial Reconnaissance Units during first half of
1968 increased strength by 24% and showed 23 to 1 kill ratio against enemy forces.
About two-thirds of operations are directed against VC infrastructure.

E. Economic

-= Price index rose slightly and is now 30% over January 1 level.

== Money supply is up 45% and still increasing rapidly. Mission fears resump-
tion of inflationary pressure, although safety valve of import licensing is up over
previous quarter.

-= Black market currency prices continue to rise amid rumors of third-wave
attacks and false rumors of impending devaluation.

== Rice deliveries fromm Mekong Delta are up again, but GVN is still undecided
on a rice purchase policy.

W.W.R.
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Thursday, August 22, 1968

FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM AMBASSADCR BUNKER (saigon 36074)

Herewith my sixty-third weekly message:

A. General

The pattern of enemy military activity changed abruptly during the past week. The
lull which had existed for some weeks past came to an end on the night of August 17-
18 with a series of coordinated attacks on Tay Ninh Province and city; on Loc Ninh
which la d been the scene of heavy fighting last Cctober; and Dak Seang in Kontum
Province. These attacks were mounted in considerable force. At Tay Ninh, the
enemy employed three battalions; in Loc Ninh and Dak Seang, the attacks were in
battalion size-plus strength. In each instance the enemy was heavily defeated. He
succeeded in gaining a temporary foothold in the southwest perimeter of Tay Ninh
city, but was driven out by the morning of August 19. On the night of August 20-21,
there was a series of fire and ground attacks on district and province towns in the
delta. The province capital of Ben Tre was attacked bytwo enemy companies and
both My Tho and Can Tho were mortared. All told, there were fifteen such attacks
during the night. In the early hours of this morning, August 22, Saigon received
twenty rounds of 122ZMM rocket fire, one round going through the roof of the
National Assembly building, another falling within a block of cur 17th field hospital.
Preliminary reports indicated fourteen civilians killed and fifteen wounded. During
the last twenty-four hours the tempo of activity has increased in all corps areas.

The enemy appears to be attempting to move toward his objectives of Danang, Hoi An,
Chu Lai, Quang Ngai, Ban Me Thuot, and Saigon, and the area between the DMZ and
Route 9, but in a manner which would avoid contact with our forces to the extent
possible. On the other hand, our forces are on the move and we are coming into
contact with the enemy. The situation could thus be described as presently being in

a state of flux. The most propitious time for the enemy to move would be within

the next few nights, which will be the dark of the moon. The evidence of the past
week seems to indicate that the enemy is nearing the completion of his preparation
for further military action and int ends to pursue a talk-fight policy.

Along with the military situation, discussion of possible terms of a political settle-
ment continues much to the fore in the thoughts of the Vietnamese. Our provincial
reporters now say that it is generally accepted in the provinces as well as in the
urban areas that there will not be a military victory for either side and that the
struggle will eventually become political. It is alse becoming more generally under-
stood that concessions will be necessary, and many if not most political leaders are
trying to frame in their own minds the terms of a settlement which they can accept.
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INFORMATION

August 22, 1968

1ﬂ Ez;t’ﬂ
Mr. President, o L

Congressional comments on the first day of the Czech occupation included
the following comments from Press accounts. All except Senator McCarthy
treated the events as a very serious and highly deplorable matter.
DEMOCRATS

Semator Fugene McCarthy

== "I do not see this as a major world crisis.”

== "There is little the U.5. could have done.'

== Calling an NSC meeting was "out of proportion" to events.

== "If you want to play games at the U.N., go ahead."

== Vietnam, Dominican Republic and Bay of Pigs make it "harder for us to
raise serious moral and diplomatic protests. We certainly could not use
force in view of President Johnson's recent statement on the bombing of
North Vietnam. "

Senator Geo rge McGovern

== "I view this as a serious matter."
-=- "The United States is certainly not going to get involved in this matter."
== "The United Nations ought to be the forum where these things are settled.”
== Because of Vietnam "our capacity to protest the Soviet intervention
is weakened."
-- The occupation reflects "fundamental division in the Red Bloc," but the
"force of nationalism' will in long run prevail.

Senator Edward Kennedy

== "The entry of Russian troops in Czechoslovakia is a retrogression into
an age we had all hoped was passed. [ will not comment in detail, but
these events are an affront to decency and especially to the brave people
who have demonstrated that they seek to be independent of the Soviet
Union. "






REPUBLICANS

Senator Gunrp Aikan

-- "Some of the Eastern European nations have besen trying to get out from
under Russian domination for a long time. Unfortunately, the U.S. has
not given them any encouragement, but apparently will go along with
whatever Russia wants to do there. It's disgusting."

== The Russian invasion wae not fully unexpected.

Senater Frank Carlson

== The situation is "extremely grame with far-reaching implications. The
intrusion of foreign troops into that country proves once again the founda-
tion upon which we had hoped to build better East West relations is
merely a Communist facade. What they really mean i{s peaceful coexist-
ence on their terms only."

== "The reversion to the strong-arm police-state tactics similar to the
Hungarian r=volt is a brutal shock to the hopes and desires of citizens
throughout Europs."

Representative Paul Findley

== The NATO Council should be convened immediately and U.S. ratification
&f the Nuclear Noaproliferation Treaty should be suspended indefinitely.
== U.N. Security Council should be called quickly.

Representative Gerald Ford

== The sympathier of all Americans "are with the freedom-loving Czechs
so crudely suppressed by Soviet military might, but the U.S. should not
become involved in this Communist family fight."

-~ Soviet invasion is "a clear violation of Czech sovereignty,' but U.S.
should "move with extreme caution in this situation."

== Soviet Union should be required to explain its actions before the United
Nations.

Senator Thomas Kuchel

-- "Brutal Soviet aggression against a liberal neighbor" poses "a grave
warning to the Atlantic Alliance nations" -~ "the flames could easily spread."
== "A terrible blow to our prayers for a durable peace. The entire world
has a vital stake in this tragedy. Therefore there is an urgent need to
convene the U.N. Security Council at once."






BOMBINGS SINCE MARCH 31 Tt Phinn ol siasril

Om March 31, I restricted the bombing of North Vielnam to a
limited area below the 20th parallsl excludiag the area containing
about 90% of the pepulation and 80% of the land area.

Here is how 1 lock at the cost to us of this move and the
advantages.

The coste are these: e e {

=« Sappliss move mormally inte Haiphoag Harbor to Hanol and
south -- without obetruction. Hanol is repairing plants we
have damaged and bridges and other iransport {acilities,

== Although they have not disbanded or sent south the large
forces allocatad to anti-aircraft defense and repair work,
the lack of bombiag in the Hanol-Haiphoag area has undoubtedly
essed Hanel's task of ruaning their country.

On the other hand, since April 1, we have been destroying or
damaging each week an average of 200 of the 700 trucks that we
observe. These trucks are all engaged in supplying the forces

in Seuth Vietnam., By this concentrated bembing, we are reduciag
the flow of men and ammunition below the level it would otherwise
reach. This has been particularly impertaat siace every indicator
of iatelligence available to us tells us that they have been building
up sux men and supplies in the South for a third major attack

which ceuld come at any time -~ although they have not yet apparently
made the final decisioa to go.

The cessatioa of the bombiag of the northern part of Vistnam has
roduced the pressure on us arocnd the werld. Secretary Rusk
tells me that none of the westsrn Eurepean goveramentis -- or
indeed other non-communist goveramants -- is pressing us to
stop the rest of the bombing without some understanding from the
other side on what they would do if we would stop.

== Althoagh sow a comslderable campaign is belng mounted in the
United States to stop the rest of the bombing unilaterally,
the peeple as a whole understand, as a recent peoll indicates,
that we have to pretect our maen with this tactical bombing

in the pamhandls ustil wa can get some reciprecity.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT %" W

SUBJECT: Czechoslovakia -- Talking Points for Today's Cabinet
Meeting

You may wish to open today's Cabinet Meeting with the following points:

. The NN Cierna meeting indicated we

3.3 should not assume there would be no military intervention by the Soviets.

D . our GRS < ootinued to show Soviet forces
massed for imminent invasion.

-=- For several days prior to Angust 20 there were reports of incfeased
tension and some indications of preparation for action.

-- We were provided with excellent reporting from Prague and Moscow,
including zur Ambassador Thompson's overall evaluation that "the
Soviete will go to great lengthe to push the Czechs back to something
close to the pre-January situatiod! and the following interesting predic-
tion by a Soviet intellectual on August 1 : '""No matter what our leaders
have said at Clerna, or will say at Bratislava, sooner or later they
will have to crush this thing. "

-- The Tuesday lunch agenda carried the following item: "Soviet strategy
in U. S. -Soviet relations at this stage, including the relationship to
possible moves against Czechoslovakia.' At the Tuesday lunch we dis-
cussed reports of a Soviet Central Committee meeting and Richard
Helms reported that this might indicate a definite Soviet decision to
move.

2. The Soviets probably decided to move for both foreign and domestic
reasons.

-= Czechoslovakia protects the flank of Soviet forces in Germany and
the viability of the Soviet position in the heart of Europe hinges on it.
Without Czechoslovakia, the Warsaw Pact might well tromble.

-= The play-back effect of Czechoblovakia's experiment in democracy
and freedom threatens Communist stability throughout the Bloc and in
the Soviet Union itseli.

—SECRET—
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3. The events of Tuesday evening:

-= At 7:05 p.m. Walt Rostow relayed Dobrynin's request for a
meeting. Secretary Rusk was immediately informed.

-- Dobrynin came to the White House, and read the Soviet statement
advising us that troops were moving in alleged response to external and
internal threats to the Czech Communist regimae.

== After his session with the platform committee -- during which
ticker reports of the invasion started coming in -- Becretary Rusk
returned to the White House, ;

== The NSC meeting {ollowed.

4. We beliave there is no basic diengreement within the United States
Government on policy.

== We have no commitment to intervene militarily in Czech defense.

-= We do not believe an American military intervention is in our
national interest.

(We also do not believe such an intervention could be in the Czech
interest. Interestingly, the Czechs were sufficiently prepared for what
happened to have issued explicit orders to their military forces not to
rasist an invasion, )

5. We must treat the present situation -- in all its tragedy -~ in the

broad context of world politics. The Cold War is not over, but we should.
also understand that we cannot simply return to it. As I said in my 1967 State
of the Union Message, ''Our relations with the Soviet Union and Eastera
Europe are ... in transition" -- a transition that is complicated and dangerous,
The ideological basis for Soviet power s fragmenting, and the Russians

are moving toward a more pragmatic and normal society -- but they are

still a great and jealous nation state, The work we have done in recent years
has contributed to thisr process. In the long run, it will be vitally important
to continue this work -- although no one can say with any certainty when

it will be possible to resume our efforts in practical ways.

W. W. Rostow
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