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INFORMATION

Pre

Wednseday, September 18, 1968 -~ 7:15 p.m.

Mr. Presideat:

Clark Cllfford called to report the result of his findings on the
possibllity of awarding a fourth star to General Lewls Walt.

In brief, both his own lagal advice and the legal judgment of the
Navy Counsel Is that there ls no way to do it without getting a specilal
bill passed in the Cengress. Althoagh he persoaally has the highest
respect for Gen. Walt, bhe does not belleve it would be appropriate to
recommend to you the passage of speclal legislation,

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rln



INFORMATION

Wednesday, September 18, 1968
7:15 p.m.

Mr. Preslident:
Herewith Clark Clifford's press
interview today following hls appearance

before the Subcommittee on Defense
appropri atlons.

W. W. Rostow
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INFORMATION

TOSSSRNE SENSITIVE

Wednesday, September 18, 1968
7:10 p. m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith CLA on the Sovlet
leadership.

W. W. Rostow
SC No. 12372/68, 18 Sept 1968
Cy 1, Intelligence Memo

"Policies and Personalitlies
in the Sovlet Pollitburo"

PETSEREEE L

WWHRostow:rln

- pLz.é.l__"!;é}’iﬂﬂ_ﬁ/\
ilﬁﬂ'”’ NAR 13:1F-0f



INFORMATION

Wednesday, September 18, 1968
7:05 p.m.

Mr. President:
Contrary to press reports,

Dr. Merritt rates Salazar's chance
for survival Is virtually zero.

W, W. Rostow

Lisbon 1976
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INFORMATION

—SEGRET/CHIO

Wednesday, September 18, 1968 ‘ :

2:25 p.m.
Mr. President:

This telegram (see page Z) suggests
Hanol change in serious purpose of
OSLO channel -- converslon to Nordic
propaganda.

They may believe Parls ls enough
or have some scheme Iln mind we can't

detect.
W. W. Rostow
Oslo 6367
—SEGRET YOHIO
DECLASSIFIED
F.(3. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NI § 7-4£°

By o __, NARA Date_5:27-28

WWEostow:rln
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.- l. FONOFF HAS LAID DOWN FOLLOW
o TALKS: ;

(A) DAVIDSON BRIEFING SEPT 19
« AMB ALGARD, POLITICAL DIRECTOR
- OIC VRAALSEN AND AMB TIBBETTS,

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1572

61w

ING SCENARIO FOR VIETNAM

AT 11 AM WITH SECGEN BOYE, - .|
ANSTEENSEN, ASIAN AFFAIRS . ¢

: « PHAN DO AN NAM (OSLO 6367).

(B) AFTERNOON SEPT 2@ ARRIVAL NORTH VIETNAMESE OSLO FROM
- MOSCOW VIA BERLIN. PARTY NOW CONSISTS AMB NGUYEN THO
. CHAN FROM MOSCOW, DRVN FONOFF WEST'EUROPEAN DIRECTOR .
VO VAN SUNG, AND ATTACHE-INTERPRETER LE KY GIAI INSTEAD OF

7 (C) SATURDAY SEPT 21 NORWEGIANS PLAN BEGIN TALKS WITH .
NORTH VIETNAMESE AT FONOFF AND RESUME ON MONDAY SEPT 23 WITH
UNKNOWN SCKEDULE THEREAFTER. - . . . - TP
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INFORMATION

s &
SIS AR VAN /PLUS [ v [
Wednesday, September 18, 1968 - 2:20 pm
Mr. President:

Herewith Bunker indicates anxiety about
GVN role, in wake of Sept. 15 private session.

It is clear this ls gut issue. We can elither:

-= hold up bombing cessation until
it s settled;

-= make its prompt resolution a
condition for keeplng a bombing

cessation,

I suspect the para, 3 formula is the one
with which we shall first be confronted.

W. W, Rostow

Salgon 38087

Siiiid¥ /HARVAN/PLUS



ﬂ,mr ,,* \ i e P D A YL S0 e T8

Msw

L . . ~ e
" PP RUEKC _ -
. DE RUMJIR 38887 2620240
. ZNY SSSSS ZZM G 5617Q -
P R 180230Z SEP 68 - orm
Fi AMEMBASSY SAIGON SIS
10 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 891 . -
INFO RUFNCR/AMEMBASSY PARIS 2182 .. 1968 SEP 17 PM 11 29
STATE GRNC -

ST SAIGON 38087 : e ;
PARIS FOR VIET NAM MISSION R f Puidar
NODIS/HARVAN/PLUS '

-

.- REF: PARIS 28873 (DELTO 733)

J"-. l« SEPTEMBER—]5 -MEETING--APPEARS SIGNIFICANT—FROM HERE AND
.+ 1 WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF THE DEPARTMENT AND PARIS COULD CUT uS

"~ INTO YOUR EXCHANGES ON INTERPRETATIONS AND POSSIBLE CONCLUSIONS
\TC BE DRAWN.

R E— R
- e . T=
-
Y
- LY
(I ..:.a._..-_.-'--.--..-—.r..-_-—-_..._....'..'_....ﬁa—J-q_u.l—_l-
Y s =

2. OF OBVIOUS CONCERN 1S THE INTERPRETATION TO BE PLACED ON
THO'S STATEMENT THATPARTICIPATION OF GVN "COULD BE DISCUSSED
"JUST L1KE-OTHER—QUESTIONS™AFTER CESSATION-(PARA-38), THIS AND
THE PRECISE WORDING THAT TwO SIDES-CAN THEN GO ON TO DISCUSS THE
~AGENDA ITEMS AND THE ORDERIN WHICH THEY-WILL BE TAKEN UP~FORE-
_ SHADOWS TROUBLE ON THE QUESTION OF GVN-PARTICIPATION,

N o e
s .

rem— ——

" 3. THERE-IS LITTLE COMFORT T0 BE DERIVED FROM™ HPI‘STGH?”THﬁFFPﬂRIE
. DRVN SPOKESMAN OF SEPT. 16 ENVISAGED TwO INITIAL SETS. OF .
NEGOTIATIONS, ONE BETWEEN DRUN AND US ON ALL ISSUES OF _
INTEREST (PRESUMABLY PRIMARILY MILITARY MATTERS) AND ONE.
BETWEEN NLF AND US ON ALL MATTERS AFFECTING "THE SOUTHERN™
PART OF VIET-NAM". WE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THIS MAY BE
““INACCURATE VERSION OF RESPONSE AT PRESS CONFERENCE AS

t  RECORDED DELTO 735, IN WHICH UNFORTUNATELY HIS ANSWER WAS
| ' INAUDIBLE ON THE TAPE.

g

e S e ——

H 4, WOULD APPRECIATE ESPECIALLY YOUR LATEST-THINKING .ON,QUESTLQON
| OF~GVN.PARTICIPATION IN RELATION TO DIRECTION IN WHICH TALKS
i s;FEAH TO BE HEADING. BUNKER '
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INFORMATION

TP SECRET [ £
T SENSITIVE /“3 P_F
Wednesday, September 18,1968 Vo
2:20 p. m. |

Mr. President:

Herewith Pentagon response to
the three military polats made in
Jack Anderson's column of Sept. 17.

As you know, we can find not
a word of truth ln what he sald about

diplomacy.

W. W. Rostow

“TOF SEGRET-SENSITIVE

WWERostow:rln

DECLASSIFED
White Haus:s x =, Fah. 24, 1883
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. -TOP-SECRET TRINE 1

DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301

18 Sep 1968

COMMENTARY ON ISSUES RAISED BY
JACK ANDERSON COLUMN, 17 SEPTEMBER 1968

Jack Anderson's column published in "The Washington Post" on
17 September alleges several deficiencies in "American military
intelligence" incident to the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia.
For ease of commenting on them, they are identified as followa:

1) "The invasion . . . caught American military intelligence
completely by surprise," "an estimated 330,000 troops . . . managed
- to slip into Czechoslovakia without immediate detection by the
massive electronic monitoring equipment."

2} "The first word of the invasion came from an informant
inside the Czech government and reached the White House scarcely
two hours before the officisl Soviet notice."

3) "The Pentagon was also shocked over the use of satellite
troops in the invasion."

Wicth respect to the first allegation, it should be noted that
the entire intelligencg community had_been monitoring-.and-reporting
~Ehe movement of Warsaw Pact forces for an-extended—pertod prior to
st 0-August-—This was true both during the 20-30 June Warsaw Pact
exercise in Czechoslovakia and following the delayed withdrawal of
those forces across the Czechoslovak border by 3 August., On 2 August,
the DIA Intelligence Summary noted that major elements of from
15 to 19 Soviet divisions were believed to be located mear the
Czechoslovak borders, deployed in southeastern East Germany, southern
Poland, northwestern Hungary and near Uzhgorod, USSR, The USIB
Watch Committee, having noted the continued presence of these forces
on 7 August, concluded in its report—oo~ié—August+—'"We-believe the
Soviet—Uniomwill’ continu® to exert pressure on Czechoslovakis sndw
wwill keep military forces-readily Evailable - for diréct Inve rventien
#bould Moscow consider it-necessary.'-

It was abundantly clear, and reported, as exemplified above, that

the Soviet Union was—capable of = wirtually immediate military iatrusion
minto Czechoslovakia, “ This picture of continued military preparedness,

in the aftermath of a withdrawal of forces from Czechoslovakia, had,
.perforce, to be viewed in the light of the then ongoing political and
diplomatic activities in East Europe and between Moscow and the West.
While no judgment was rendered that the Soviets actually would invade,
wihiecpos 8.ibilitye fotbeitdoinr=—so-was-ceartystutedr—

NL] /ac P32
S5 TOP- SECRET TRINF-
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INFORMA TION
- . Boptember 18, 1968, 10:10 A, M.
UM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Paris H-“--*“ of the Samae r’:’_a--l- f':'.-*-x‘-

By secure phene our Paris delegatioa reports m“m'-
with the Nerth Vietsamess was a strictly roatins r —

arguments. Nething new develeped im the three hour and 20 mioute
sesclom,

Duriag tes braak there was a further exchange of
“'mmmq

The private meeting echeduled for Friday will be held in the afterncon
rather than in the moraing at the regquest of the North Vietmamese,

'-"“ Restow

210
N

¢ (hnidelnes

. 50 ' ;



INFORMATION

Wednesday, September 18, 1968 -- 8:25 a.m.

?(';,,.l _|"'- ;

Mr. President:

You may wish to know that in our first regular weekly staff
meeting on the key foreign policy declslons of the Johnson Administration,
we dropped one item (the negative MLF decision) but added:

== Tonkin Gulf

== The OAU speech

== C=130"s for the Congo

== The McCloy exercise

-- The January 1, 1968 balance of payments program

We plan to concentrate, against the background of materials
collected from Statefon the evolution of the problem and the broad
results| dn the President's key moments of declsion.

I can see a rather exikiting book shaping up with Oke's pictures
covering key meetings, etc.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



Wednesday, September 18, 1968
8:20 a.m.

Mr. President:
Herewlth Bill Gaud criles for

help, ae the proposed AID Appropria-
tions Bill cute well into the bone.

W. W. Rostow

WWERostow:rln
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INFORMATION

Wednesday, September 18, 1968
8:20 a. m.

Mr, Presldent:
Herewith text of Clark Cllffiord's

press interview outside the Commlittee
room yesterday.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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Question: How many extra troops will be going to Europe for these
temporiarv--this temporary increase?

Secretary Clifford: That has not been determined, but it would be some-
thing in the neighborhood I would say from a minimum of 20- to a maximum
of 40,000 troops that would take part in military exercises. Thank you.

Press: Thank you.




Wednesday, September 18, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT:

Attached is Secretary Rusk's memo
recommending you mest with Freach
Fereliga Minister Debre. He will be in the
U.S5. for the General Assembly session
and will be in Washington October 10-12.

You will ba seeing British Foreign
Minister Stewart at 5:30 p.m., Friday,
Octobar 11. I balieve it would be helpful
if you could also see Debre.

W. W. Rostow
Arrangement appointment
Neo

Call me

ERF:mst
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ACTION

Wednesday -- September 18, 1968 — ¢ e
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT _
SUBJECT: Holyoake visit ﬁ“‘“" !M -

Holyocake can be an articulate spokesman for the importance not only of our
current Vietnam policy, but of a continued Amerilcan role in Southeast Asia.
However, both the National Prese Club and the national TV shows are re-
luctant to schedule him for fear that some development in the campaign
would force them to cancel with all the embarrassment that would entail.

I suggest, therefore, that we make sure that he has a platform by giving
him ours -- that ls, that you take him out to meet the White House press
corps after his meeting with you on the second day of his visit.

This also would serve the purpose of giving Holyoake a little of the special
treatment which Gorton received. The New Zealanders are sensitive about
"being taken for granted,'" or being considered merely a tail on the Australlan
dog.

If you find this idea has merit, I suggest we reserve 12 noon on October 10

for your second mseting with Holyoake. Dolng so, of course, does not com-
mit you to the joint press conference which you would, in any event, want

to discuss with Holyoake. I recommend that you approve the second office
meeting with Holyoake at 12 noon on October 10.

W. W. Rostow
Approve
Disapprove

Call me

cc: Lou Schwartz



Wednesday, September 18, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Prince Makhosini Dlamini (Mah-Kech-SEE-nee
Dlah-MEE-nee), Prime Minister of Swasiland -- 10:40 A. M. today

This Is an informal courtesy call. A blography is attached. Swasiland
ls newly indopendent (September 6; CIUI Aloxander and Ralph Becker were your
representatives at the coremeny). The Prime Minister ls in town brisily before

golng up to speak for Swasiland's entry iIsto the UN. He lunches with Secretary
Rusk tomorrow.

Swaszlland -~ like the other enclave statew of Lesotho and Botswana ==
is a geographic hostage of South Africa. Thay will oot be able to satisfy their
brethren by talking londly on the race lssuwe. But the Prime Minister Lnhorited
a fairly stabls country from the British and should run s moderate and progres-
sive regime.

Pl
There are -u-‘;-ti-n presaing U. 5. -Swasl bllateral issues. AID self-bhalp
funds will give Swasiland $50,000 In FY 1969, including support for an agriecul-
tural training center as one of cur independence gifts. 24 Peace Cerpa volunteers
start work there in Jaouary. The Swaszis have a small U. 8. sugar queta
(6,000 tons) and the Prime Minister may ask to have it increased. If he ralases

the sugar question, you might wish to say:

== Our sugar quota is a thorny economic and political preblem. The
Swaslland case will certainly be coasidered whan the existing U. 5.
Sugar Act is discussed and revised in 1970. There is not much
hope for action any soaner than that.

In addition, you might say to the Prime Minister:

l. We welcome Swaslland into the [amily of nations and loek forward
to warm and constructive cooperation with her.

Z. The Prime Minlster should kmow -- as you have told the leaders of
Lasctho and Bot swana -- that the United States {irmly supports thelr
independence. We share thelr commitmaent to the dignity of man.

3. Though cur resources are limited by what Congress gives us, we
will try to help whenever we are asked and wherever we can in the
bullding of 2 new Africa.

EPM/vmr W. W. lostow
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Lunch w Prosldeat

sday, Se r 18, 1968 - 1:30

AGENDA

L. Parls Talks., (Sec. Rusk; Amb, Harriman)

== Hanol intentions
== Where we now stand
-= Next steps
At Tab A ls Vance's report of Sunday meraing's private sessloa.

2. Muitary Shiuatlen, Prospects, and Apprepriate U,S. Strategy.
(8ec. Clifford; Gen Whesler)

See Tab B for Thieu's appreciation.

3. GQens Black Iln Cambedia. (Sec. Rusk)

Repert: Cambodians tetally megative. See Tab C,
4. FPuablo, (Sec. Rusk)
Sltuation repert.
5. Spanish Base otlations. (Sec. Rusk)
Situation repert.
é. Cpechoslovak Sltuation. (Ssc. Rusk; Mr. Helms)
Situation repert.

7. Block In Senate Forelign Relatioas Committse. (Sec. Rusk)

A quorum hard te come by. What, If anything, should we urge
Sen. Sparkmaa to do ln the face of the hold up of NPT, IDA, and
military sales lagislatien, In view of Gere's position.

E S2IFE
8. Other, DECLASSIFED

White Housa Culdel Fab. 24,1
Er.—:’.’,""_;?.__ MARA, Cate Lo 5%;&

W. W. Rostow
WWRostow:rln -SECRET —



ACTION

Tussday - September 17, 1968
P
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Free [

Mr. Presideat: =

You appelinted Mr. Herbert M. Slager of New Yerk City to
the U, 5. Dalegatioa to the imauguration of Ecuadorean
President Yelasco Ibarra.

On his return Lir. Singer sent you ths letter at Tab E express-
ing appreciation for the mission.

You may wish to agckneowledge his letter with the suggested
reply at Tab A.

Attachments

Tab A - Suggested letter for Presidexntial sigaature to Mr.
Herbert M. Siager.

Tab B - Laetter of September 11 to Presidest {rem Herbert
Siager.



Boptember 17, 1968

Dear Mr. Singer:

I was copeclally pleased to recelve your letter
of Septembaer 11 giving your views on the
Ecuadorean politigal scens and the parformance
of our diplomatic representatives.

1 am grateful to you for accepting the assiganmant.
Parsons outside governmaent servige bhave much

to coatribute to cur diplomatic efforts abroad,

and I think you will agree with me that undertaking
a mission such as you did contributas to a better
understanding at home of what we are trylng to do
in other couniries.

I am glad that you and Mrs, Singer found the trip
a rewarding experience.

Mr. Herbert M. Singer
10 East 56th Street
New York, N. Y. 10022

LBJ/WGBowdlar:mm
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HerbpErRT M. SINGER
10 EAST 56" STREET
MNew Yore N, Y. 10022

September 11, 1968

g The President
: The White House

H Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

I returned last week from Quito, Ecuadeor, where,
in accordance with your appointment, I attended the
inauguration of President Velasco as your personal
representative, I am deeply grateful to you for affording
meé this unusual opportunity for public service.

Because I feel certain that the head of our
| delegation, Assistant Secretary Covey Oliver, has reported

on our trip more fully,more effectively and, I am certain,
with greater understanding than I could possibly provide,

I shall not attempt to give you an interpretation of our
various discussions with President Velasco, members of

his cabinet, representatives of agriculture, industry and
labor, members of our top personnel im Ecuador and members
of the very large community of diplomats from foreign lands
who attended the inaugurationm.

However, I would like to make a few observations
which may be of particular interest te you:

1'

With so many harsh and disagreeable events that
mar peace and freedom in the world, I am
particularly pleased that we bring to you
happler tidings concerning Ecuador. This natiom
which has had a long and stormy history of
government instability, recently adopted a new
constitution; and, in a thoroughly democratic
manner, elected its new president. The transfer
of power from the old to the new administration
wvas effected amicably, with the participation of
all branches of government and with the unifying
presence of leaders of the opposition.

e
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE Tuecsday, September 17, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Proposed Message from You to President Park

State recommends that you send a message of congratulation
to President Park Chung Hee on the occasion of his fifty-first birthday
on September 30.

As you know, President Park regards you as a firmn and under-
astanding friend of the Republic of Korea, and considers that he has
established an especially close relationship with you.

A suggested text for a telegraphic message of congratulation
is attached.

Recommendation:

That you approve the suggested message.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

Approve

Disapprove

Call me

AJenkins:mm
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE







Tuesday, September 17, 1968
MER. PRESIDENT:

Dr. Salasar is extremsly 11l
and is not expected to live. Attached
for your approval s a condolence
msassage from you to the President
of Portagal to ba sent in the event
of Salasar's death.

W. W. Rostow

Call ma

i
o JENewman:mat

| ¢
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MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT THOMAZ OF PORTUGAL

I wioh-4o extond my sincere condelences and those of
the American people to you, the Portugusse Goverament
and the people of Portugal on the death of the President of the
Council of Ministers, Professor Dr. Antonio de Oliveira

Salazar.



INFORMATION
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Twasday, Sept, 17, 1968
11:15 a. m.,

MR, PRESIDENT:
Sect. Rusk reports as follows om UPI 12;

l. Alkemn's statement was madse yesterday. Foster has since
seon him amd reassured Mm.,

2. The cause of Alken's anxiety was some very locse testimony
by Commissioner Taps of the AEC who implied that the Noa-Proliferation
Treaty involved a "blg giveaway. "

3. Alken bhas assured Foster that he will vote for the Treaty.

4. Foeter reperts to Sect. Rusk that all the Demeocrats are

prosent today, plus four Republicams. A quorum exists. Foster bellsves
they will vota the NPT out of committea.

W. W. Rostow

ec: Xso CELM%
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Tuesday, Sept. 17, 1968
—SECRET— 11:10 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT :

This report is interesting in a samber of
respects, most notably bacause it confirme other

reperts that a Csech delegation is going to
Moscow shertly to megotiate the withdrawal of
Soviet troope. (f“_.,.;)

The comments by Breskmev & Company
ars rather interesting.

W. W. Roastow

~SECBRET attachment (Pragws 3582)

NL] §7-/63
<o NARA Date 9-8-77

By teer 51N A LA 1

!fu..fﬂ,

20



—SEFCRET., 878
PAGE' @1 PRAGUE 23582 1611572

b4
ACTION 55 72

INFO CIAE 00.,/0870 W

R 1618272 SEP &8

FM' AMEMBASSY PRAGVE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5045
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE
USMISSION BERLIN
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST

e

AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST" :i,;

AMEMBASSY LONDON T |
AMCONGEN MUNICHI . mLOE }
AMEMBASSY PARIS = e : .

AMEMBASSY Eﬂl"i.ﬁ '"'(l-‘q"‘l"i]FIl‘“ '.;5":1.16:

AMEMBASSY WARSAW E.O. 12958, ‘*g_g 3.6 i :
AMEMBASSY MOSCOMW NLI] 97-/&

USHISSION MATO Foig , »
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK By 4co , NARA l}.u[e_.f{__f_?_ﬁf

S—E~CR—E~F PRAGUE 3582

FOLLOWING DETAILS RE' CERNIK=BREZMNEV DISCUSSION IN MOSCOM:

AFTER COMPLETION ECON TALKS PROVIDED 8Y SOURCE' DUTCH'
AMBASSADOR:

l+ BREZHNEY QUISIED CERNIK ON WHEN CZECHS WOULD "START®
TO FULLFILL MOSCOW AGREEMENTS™.

2 CERNIScSTATERFULFILLMENT UNDER WAV AScAGRERD

3« BREIHNEV:s HOWEVERs, REFERRED TO' CONTINUING

EVIDENCE "COUNTER=REVOLUTION™, USING PRAVDA. AND' NEUES DEUTSCH=
LAND: TYPE OF DESCRIPTION.

4s CERNIK ASKEDs IF COUNTER-REVOLUTION EXISTSs WHY SOVS

HAVE DONE NOTHINGs STATING: THEY APPEAR RIDICULOUS IN EYES OF e
WORLD»

5¢ BRELWNEV=BOASTEDENESNADETDVE 3 O SREChA =R NED=AGEN TS . »
an.anuuﬁ‘BE‘TNFTtTHITEﬁ‘TH“EUnurznﬁ'funHuntiw-nnn-¢i;_gun.h
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Tuwssday, Sept. 17, 1968
~CONFIDENTIAL 11:00 a. o,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Although the views of this North Vietaamess
prisemsr (a Lt. Colemsl) are out-of-date (he was

captured in April), I thought you should knew of
them,

I doubt the Communists have the
to do what he suggested in the face of a bembiag
halt; amd we have mads it claar we would resumas,

Keverthslass. . .



-I- -E'J

-CONFIDENTIAL (extracted from DOD Intelligence Information Report 30 Aug 68)

VC/NVA P nﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬁiffdfﬁrgﬁﬁlnIStPéﬁE a- TAlkarTherourrent-VC /NVA
policy is.and has been for-many-years that, inthe évent of a ¢omplete halt
stosthe bombing of NVN,*to'immediately launch™an allwout offensive.against
the RVN-using all available‘troops in the=RVN and in"NVN.,Z There would be
no regard to VC/NVA personnel losses, The ultimate objective would be
to gain and control as much territory as possible to support a very strong
position at the bargaining table., The reasons-behind-a full-scalexcifensive
Jvould be to show-the:strength™of VC/NVA forces, "and to produce-a-feeling
among the American population that the continuedutilization of US forces:in
Vietnam is not only futile but wasteful. = Another full scale offensive would
also provoke demonstrations against US participation in the Vietnamese
struggle. In addition, the effect of the coming US presidential-elections
«would be:affected;. in that the pnaaibilitw_.r of a Dove candidate being elected
. would be enhanced if the VC/NVA elements prove strong enough to cause
large numbers of US/Allied casualties, If a candidate who advocates a
complete halt to the bombing of NVN and VC/NVA military targets is elected,
the chances of a complete halt to the bombing is enhanced, which, again,
would result in an all out attack against the RVN by all available troops, both
in the RVN and in NVN., Disgussionszinreferenté®to-péacé-talks have=raken
place among high ranking -VG/NVA:cadre-sinte the-end of tHe Binh-Da-battle

Al in 1964...If peace talks were-begun;rtheTultimate-aimr~would-be-another
offensive.to provide:a-strong-bargaining position-fof the Communists,
= Since.the-deescalation -of-the-bombing-of-INVIN,-the-ene aim-of the-Com=
@ 5 7| snunists has-been togairn a:complete halt to:the:bombing.= This would dllow
ey ':11-" them-the-opportunity-to-wage an all-out offénsive against the RVN and drive
t X . 2 the US/Allied forces from.the-country.=
o 'I‘. o
;-L- & e % The Communists were not ready on 31 March 68 to attend the Paris peace
L < = talks, but.were forged to.accept theinvitation.or2llase=facell:in the-eyes__
W <
o

r:uf not desiring to end the war,->The Communists have no fear of US/Allied
normal infantry tactics as applied in RVN, Jbut-aresgreatly=disturbed-<by-both
@ the bombing andaztillery=bombardments:-by-US/ARVN/Allied forces..=Lbig-
show.of militaryzatrengthzif-ever stopped,  would:-cause-the=RVN/US to
"lose face'' in the eyes of:the :VC/NVA=—=Deescalating the US/Allied military
might would further entice the VC/NVA to-continue:their-attatks-and resistance
against RVIN/Allied-tountermeadsures, =By maintaining a show of strength,
RVN/Allied Forces retain the respect of VC/NVA elements. But-agshow uley
weakness,;such;as would.beccaused by azhalt:tocthe-bombing~would-cause g
«4loss of face in the opinion.of the oriental-mind (si¢), The=NC/NVA desire
As to gain complete: control-of-the-RVN through the' mediumi of the National
Liberation Front. Even if an agreement was reached whereby both NVN
and the US agreed to pull out of the RVN, there-wauld-be-naassurance-that
NVN would keepsits end.of-the bargain.=It is easy -to-insure-thatUS troops
would depart because they:aredoreigners...But the-NVN-and ths VG would
merely relocate themselves-in areas in the-:RV¥N:to:accomplish sither -of two
objectivesiifd)- Mtjmm;mﬂmnwpwm—umsi Free World

_ Fnrain#nm.mawithutht—ultfmntﬂbjhtﬁ‘rﬁ-ﬁm:tmi-mn-
)

! nf their own people, since.it would.no longezr be possible to accuse the US

A e —— -
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CONFIDENTIAL P

ment throughout the country; of (2),to conduct elections throughout both
the RVN and NVN whereby, because of the numerical superiority of the
population in NVN including .VC sympathizers in the  RVN, the National
Liberation Front would still achieve-control of the government for the
Communists, In this manner,.control would be achieved legally, as._.
happened between 1943 and 1948 in Czechoslovakia, Further propaganda
fuel is provided.the Communista (NVN/VC) by.current disagreements among
dissident factions-(dove/hawk) in the US,: It is hoped that this continued

.disagreement will cause such friction and such a dislike for the current
conflict in RVN that, in the coming presidential election, the people will
show their disfavor of the US involvement by electing a president who has
shown a desire to end the bombing and, eventually, the war. Source
reiterated a number of times that, in therevemt~ofra halt-to the Bombing,

A1 VC/NVN Forces bothin the RVN and in NVN,"would immediately begin
an all-out attack-against the. RVN,~regardless-of losses suffered, There is
no compassion among the Communist leaders where life or property are
concerned as long as they achieve their objective, that of complete control
of the RVN, In addition, source made the following suggestions as possible
solutions to prevent the achievement of Communist aims: '

(a) A continuancegof:the-bomk orinchudesaeenawad-of=tie=bombing of
N?N,_Z_Eha.t is,. Mphnng“:;:. .

(b) A continuance-of-the strugglein the RVN ugainst-VG/NVA Forces
with no thought of a withdrawal of US/Allied Forces.

{c)] Under po.condition give in'to form a coalitiom government, because
this would be simply the beginning of.a Communist-takeover:in RVN,

(d) Assume a belligerent attitude toward the-VC/NVN-government;=~=This
would show a strength,_ politically as well as militarily.

(e} Under no_circumstances-should the ARVN/Allied Forces-invade NVNs
This would only cause a unification’ of dissident elements which presently
exist in NVN and cause them to fight a common enemy;=that’is,~a foreign
enemy. The Vietnamese people, both North and South, have a great love of
their country and resent any foreigner controlling either its government or
its people, The North Vietnamese have been under Communist domination
for 10 years or more and are already tired of the lack of living essentials
and the frugality under which they live, Source suggested-that-the BVN/
Allied Forceswcontinusvto-defend-only against attack on RVN and Yo permit

“the people-to-eventualiy-overihrow-the-Communisis on thakteown,

-
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Tweeday, Sept, 17, 1968
-GONFIDENTIAL/SENSITIVE 10:15 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
Harawith, as requested, some lesuse for your coaversation with Averell

Herriman at 12:30 p. m. today; although I doubt any guidance from me
is roquired.

1. What, in general, is Harriman's judgment of the prospects for the
Parie talks in the weeks aboad?

Z. What is his gusse, as an old hand, as to the measning of the channel
in Oslo which they appareatly plan to open on September 207

3. What does he read into Hanol's apparest intorest in the precise
meaning of the Manila formmuila?

4. What is his guess as to how Hanol plans to bandle the your-side,
our-gide issue and the role of the GYN?

5. If we should find a formula for stopping the bembing and beglaning
serious substantive talks in Paris, does he believe Hanol will:

-- seok rapld movement towards a peaceful settloment 7 or
== find an issue like the bombing cessation on which they can

keep the talks gelag with no progress for many months
while they are totally free of bombing?
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MEMOR ANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
L.

SUBJECT: Proposal for an Allied Declaration on Berlin G‘%

Attached for your approval is a draft Allied Declaration on Berlin.
Its purpose is to affirm the legitimacy of Federal Rapublic activities
in West Berlin. It makes the following points:

-= The Three Powers welcome FRG activities in West Berlin,

== These activities are indispensable to the viability of
West Berlin and harm no one.

== The viability of West Berlin is important not only to
the Three Powaers but to the peace of the world.

== The Three Powers, having full responsibility for order
in the city, will not accept outside interference with these
legitimate activities -- or with trade or the peaceful
passage of Germans between Berlin and the Federal Rapublic.

Secretary Rysk has approved the Declaration.
The background is this:

== After the Soviets applied pressure on Berlin in June through
the visa issuwe, Brandt proposed to Sacretary Rysk in the
NATO meeting that the alled powers work out a declaration
of support for the FRG role in Berlin.

-= During meetings in Bonn the FRG proposed a draft declaration
of what the Allies would consider to be the legitimate activities
of the Federal Republic in Berlin. (The attached staterment
is a revision of this German draft.)

== Racently, the Soviet Ambassador in Berlin formally com-
plained to Ambassador Lodge about the provoecative nature
of certain FRG meetings in Berlin. Ambassador Dobryain
made the same point orally to Secretary Rusk on September 1.
In effect, the Russians charged that the Federal Republic was
trying to build tension and cause trouble in Berlin.

ode_ = "



COMBMDIGMFP, [
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An Allied Declaration could be used as an answer to the Soviet
charges. Most important it can serve as preventive medicine agaimst
further attempts by the Russians and East Germans to chip away at
Berlin. It would bulld up the confidence of the people of Berlin,

If you approve this draft, we will send it to Bonn to negotiate the
language with the UK and France.

I concur in the recommendation.

W. W, Rostow

Disapprove

Call me

ERF:msat 1 Cheiealgialiinduiniebidot, 1,



TEXT OF DRAFT ALLTED DECLARATICN ON BERLIN
(FRG TEXT AS AMENDED IN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
SEPTEMBER 10, 1968)

Questions concerning the role of the Federszl Republic of
Germany in helping maintain the vizbillty of Berlin having
been railsed recently, the Governments of France, the U.K.,
and the U.S. find 1t useful to make their own views clear.

The Three Powers therefore 1ssue the followlng declaration:

As a result of agreements reached among the Four Powers.
in connection with the termination of hostilities in 1945,
Greater Berlin, as a part of Germany, is subject to the Joint
administration of the Four Powers pending a peace settlement,.
Untll the establishment of a final governmental organization
on German soll, territories on German soil--including in
particular Berlin--remain a2 part of Germany and their status
cannot be changed wlthout the consent of all of the Powers
concerned, |

The Three Powers have over the years welcomed the
development of close contacts between the three Western Sectors
of Berlin and the Federal Republic of Germany as an important
contribution to the viability of Berlin and to the Three
Powers in meeting their responsibilities in the city. These
contacts are also in accord with the will of the people of
West Berlin,

Maintaining the viability of Berlin 1s of great significance
not only to the U.S., U.K. and France but to the entlre world.
Its absence could lead to tensions threatenlng peace not

only in Berlin or in Germany, but throughout the world.
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Mr. President:

This evaluation of the enemy's
difficulties and lack of punch In

Northern I Corps Is of interest and
relevance.

W. W. Rostow |
DECLASSIFIED
Authoriry RAE 11292

By . NARA m;pai-‘??

WWERostow:rln
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Problems Continue to Plague Enemy Units in Northern
1 _Corps

5. Communist forces deployed in the northern
coastal region of I Corps continue to be frustrated
by their inability to mount a sustained military
effort against allied targets from Hue to Quang Tri
city. .

a4

—
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6. Allied spoiling operations have probably
been the principal problem for the enemy in this
sector. A document captured on 19 August near the
district capital of Phu Loc in Thua Thien Province,
for example, reveals that the morale and effective-
ness of the North Vietnamese 5th Regiment has de-
teriorated sharply because of combat losses, allied
airstrikes, and sickness. Significantly, the docu-
ment was written prior to an allied operation of
26 August which coverran the regimental headgquarters

and inflicted further heavy losses on its subordinate
battalions.

7. Critical food shortages, due in part to al-
lied rice denial operations, also continue to plague
£0 17958 3.8(0)(1}>15¥rs enemy forces in the northern provinces. A recent |
(4]
ased west of Hue has stated that his unit had been
forced to redeploy to base areas in the A Shau Valley
in order to get rice because none was available in
the usually plentiful eastern coastal lowlands. Re-
cently captured documents indicate that the North Viet-
namese 812th Regiment and other front line combat units
of the Communists B-7 Front are encountering similar
food problems in the Quang Tri city area.

B. The damaging effect of "Typhoon Bess" has
further complicated the enemy's already critical

rice problem, not nn%g in the northern coastal re-
gion but also along e eastern DME. |

ER 12858 3AIDN1I=25Yrs
(5

9. Because of such difficulties, Communist main
force units appear to pose little immediate threat to
allied positions and population centers in the Hue -
Quang Tri city sector. |

E0 12958 J.A(BM(1)>25Yrs
(s

16 September 1968
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SHERT DIS . NEYRE INFORMATION

Mr. President: Wednesday, September 18, 1968

Herewith George Ball's account of his meeting with Jarring in
Parie Monday. Paragraph 5 on page 3 describes what many of your
advisors feel is the nub of the current Arab-Israell impasse.

In Jarring's view--which many of your advisors share--the main
roadblock is Israel's inabllity to state its view of where boundaries should
be. Israel camnot do this until the Cabinet makes a decision. Eshkol has
delayed forcing that decision until the Arabs eanter direct negotiations.
The Arabs will not surrender that trump card--symbolizing recognition of
Israel--until they believe the Israsli government has committed itself to
withdrawal.

Many of your advisors feel that we can't hope for progress on any
front until we tackle Israel on this issue. For instance, they feel that
any response to the Soviet initiative--desirable as a response may be--
will be academic until we can bring Israel along behind a counterproposal.
This is why we recommended as the centerplece of your B'nai B'rith speech:
" « « put their views on the table--begin talking the substance of peace. "

The Israelis would argue vigorously that they are ready to put
their views on the table only when they are convinced Nasser is ready to
talk real peace. And they don't think he is. While no one has any illusions
about Nasser, Jarring believes the UAR is ready to end belligerency.
We're not sure, but we think there's enough in the UAR position to be worth

probing.

Where we disagree with Israel is that thay're holding out for a
complete Arab cave-in right from the start--open borders, full recognition,
reconciliation. We see the road to that goal made up of a series of
stepping stones, and we seec a settlement not as 'instanfl peace' but as a
framework within which attitudes can change. We think Israel is holding
out for too much and losing sight of substantial gains within its grasp--
permanent boundaries and passage through the Canal.

Therefore, many of your advisors--while agreeing we must treat
the Soviet proposal seriously--would hate to see us pin too much hope on it
by itself. They believe we must concentrate primarily on moving the
Israelis to make their commitment to withdraw clear by stating their
position on boundaries. If you were to go ahead with Phantoms, they would
consider this a fair return.

W. W. Roat
Att: Paris 20891, 9/16/68 g-n

SROFET/EXDIS
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EXDIS

DEPARTMENT PLEASE. PASS TD CAIRO, AMMAN: BEIRUT, USNATO, MOSCOW:»
TELAVIV> AND USUN :

SUBJECT: BALLYSISCO TALK WITH JARRING RE CURRENT STATUS HIS MISSION

l« SUMMARY: IN HOUR CONVERSATION: BALL' AND SISCO FOUND JARRING
SOMBER OVER PROSPECTS FOR ME SETTLEMENT, YET DETERMINED TO MAKE
A MAJOR EFFORT WHILE FOREIGN HMINISTERS PRESENT AT GA«WHILE HE
DID NOT PRECLUDE FINDING SOME WAY TO PURSUE D]SCUSSIONS WHICH
WOULD PERMIT GOI To cALL THEM DIRECT AND UAR INDIRECT: HE DOES
NOT BELIEVE OUR SUGGESTED PROCEDURE (WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS THE
THODES FORMULA) WOULD WORK AND' THEREFORE' INTENDS IN FIRST _
INSTANCE TO CONTINUE» ON' AN INTENSIFIED LEVEL: INDIRECT PROCESS
WITH PARTIES IN NY. HE' CONCENTRATED [N PARTICULAR ON NEED FOR
ISRAELIS TO DO ONE OF FOLLOWING: (A) DEFINE: PRECISELY WHAT IT
MEANS BY SECURE AND RECOGNIZED BOUNDARIES AS IT RELATES TO UAR:

OR' (B) ALTERNATIVELY, FOR GOI TO' ACCEPT THE Sc RES' AND IHDIElTE
WILLTNGNESS TO IMPLEMENT [T« JARRING SAID HE UNDERSTOOD WHY

GOT COULD NOT DO LATTER SINCE UAR WOULD TAKE SUCH ACCEPTANCE TO
MEAN ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL! TERRIOORIES, INCLUDING JEHUEALEHl |
HE SAID MAY | TEKOAH STATEMENT UNACCEPTABLE TO UAR SINCE IT HAD:
EFFECT OF CONDITIONING ACCEPTANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION ON DIRECT
NEGOTIATIONS« JARRING THOUGHT IT WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL IF ISRAELIS:
COULD MAKE SOME GESTURE TO JORDANIANS AND MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY
A CATEGORIC STATEMENT OF GOI WILLINGNESS TO: ACCEPT A SUB=-.
STANTIAL NUMBER OF DISPLACED ARABS« HE WELCOMED US PROFFER OF
HELP» AND INDICATED HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH US IN NY AS TALKS
PROCEED+« IN RESPONSE TO BALL'™S INQUIRY WHETHERHE INTENDED TO .PUT

5 B =
1 o

LY
)
»
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’ INFORMATION

Moaday, Sept. 16, 1988
SRR 8:25 p. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:

Horewith Black's own account of his
{rustrating misslom to Cambedia.

Clearly, they will mot do the job with the
North Vietaamese-Viat Cong bases.

It's up to us.

W. W. Rostow
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EXpIs:

SUBJECT: EUGENE. BLACK VISIT TO: CAMBODIA

FROM BLACK

l« A SEPARATE TELEGRAM FROM TAIPE! TRANSMITS THE BASIC REPORT OF
CONVERS#TIONS HELD DURING MY VISIT TO CAMBODIAs THIS MESSAGE SETS
FORTH MY PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE CURRENT A'I‘TITUDE OF THE RKG
ON THE SROAD QUESTION OF IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH THE UsSe.

-2 -

2 A0TH-SHDES SPOKEFULLY—ON_THE. MAJOR_POINTS..OF..UsS +/CAMBODIAN 2
PROBLEMS-AND [T -EMERGED-PRETTY -CLEARLY-TO~ME—THAT _THE CAMBODIANS__
WANT A. U+S+DECLARATION—ON—THE-IR BORDER MORE "THAN ANYTHING ELSEs
THEY ARE-FOCUSSTWH ON-THIS-DETAIL “AND " NOT DEVOTING-TOO MUCH -— -
ATTENT [ ON-TO--Fee--P ;ACT-IGAL—ASPECTS_0OF _HOWTO-GO—ABOUT REDUCING =
‘OUR QUTSTANDING PROBLEMS SO THAT WE MIGHTIMPROVE: AND NORMALTZE
RELATIONS o~ THdr- KNOW“ASTWELL 'AS WE DO THAT=THE=VC/NVA=ARE ‘USING
-CAMBARIAN TEIRITORY AND THEYTRE“WORRED~ABOUT- 1T+ BUT.THEY=DON'T
==SEEM READY Tn DO MUCH=MORE=THAN- ARE- ALREADY=DOINGs AND*THEY=ARE
PRIBABLY-NOT WILLING—TO~FORCE—ANY TSSUETWITH THE VC/NVA—ON
THLS icth: EVEN THOUGH—THEY- MANE STRONG—ASSERTION THEY MAKING
INVESTIGATIONS AND TAKING ACTION WRERE—TLLEGAL "USE THEIR TERRITORYL -
FOUND- PENDING CONFIRMATION THEIR TLAIM WHICH I DOUBT THEY WILL
OR cAN PROVIDE, - -CONCLUDE THEY PREFERTTOTAPPLY WwHATEVER PRESSURE
THEY DELIPE TO EXERTAGATNST WANDT ANDTTHETFRONT BY PSYZHOLOGI =
Lal - AND uxPLnnAT:tfnznns-mﬁn‘THEv'ﬁrﬂFﬁﬁunatv-uu' GOING TD GO
—~VERY FPAR-EVEN wlTH-THESE—MEASURES™

=

- -

-

3. DESPITE auR REPEATED EKFLAN‘.-']DE_SJ THE CAMBODIANS STILL SEEHM
TO THINK ThaT THE-BURDEN=UF=REDUCING-BUORDER—TNCTOENTS<RESTSALMSST

—aEt T
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EXCLUS], - - : R e SaAND_ALLIED—
WMHET THINK THAT OUR 1SSUANCE OF A BOR-

ECLARATION WILL By DEFINITION ESTABLISH MORE: STRIGENT CONTROLS
ON U«Se AND GVN OPERATIONS. AND HENCE! WILL! REDUCE INCIDENTS. THEY
ALSO0 SUGGEST THAT A UeSes EMBASSY FUNCTIONING IN PHNOM PENH COULD
HELP HEAD OFF RKG/U+S+ PROBLEMS« FAILING TO OBTAIN A Us+sSs DE-
CLARATIONs THE SBRXKGreb]ddaPROBABLYCONTINUE - TOLBELTEVE=THETR-BEST
TACT-ICAGAINST o THE LS TaN OBV N T EF—TN-PROPAGANDAZAND D | PL-0-—=
Huanhilihﬂﬁa#HET EAvE LITTLE EUIDENCE THET BELIEvE (ANY GREAT
ATTENTION NE Z0PERATTONS

A REAmT=="2

4+ THE CAMBODIANS CLEARLY STATED' THAT THEY ATTEMPTED TO' CONTROL
VC/NYA ACTIVITIES THROUGH' PRESSURE AGAINST THE DRV AND FRONT

MISSIONS, BOTH OF WHICH ARE ON THE RECORD AS RESPECTING CAMBODILAN

FRONTIERS somalfmml:-SecnPiS.8:]8 oo Tl Tosa T Sy Snatupmaph N DT ME -. S AME. ¢ I NDw

P RE 5 SUR Eallbimmib bR EBG B TS HE D AMER TCANMLSS 10N s LENDTNG SUPPORT

TO THIS SUPPOSITION WAS THE RATIONALE GIVEN FOR SIHANOUK'S DE=-
CISION NUT TO GRANT ME AN AUDIENCEs TH]SualNDICATE Seal WA T <A-FUTURE

"S PERFORMANCE FROM CAMBODIAN POINT
ﬂfmw%m#hﬂﬁﬂm&mﬂim ED-INQUIRTES-WHE~-—=
THER _&_FuT : BASEADOR—HOULD-BE—~GTVEN-NORMAL-COUNTESIES-2
P AT ASSURED THIS WOULD NOT=BE=A=PRROBLEM+

Se IT ALSO SEEMS TLEAR FROM OUR DISCUSSION THAT AT LEAST UP. TO NOW |

THE RKG HAS BEFN T.JINKING OF THE'LCU 1577 AND THE 1] AMERICAN
SOLDIERS AS BARCalNINGCOUNTERS=TO: PUSHS=TOWARDS-THE [SSUANCE=

0 FiepasB RN E RS i L BARAT | ONS=WEMADE 1 T CLEARGTO=THEMLTHAT_WE. WERE ==
NOT_INT ERESLE Do [-Nampgeog W PO F=THTS ™ SORT—BUT“THAT-PROSPECTSFOR—BOTH:=' "
THE BORDER DECLARATION AND NORMALIZATION OFi RELATIONS WOULD BE IM-

PROVED IF THEY LET THESE MEN GO.

G+ AS FOR THE ICCs I : T : {NE‘JHI.?E:-'Hﬂ
IMWF“HI-HHHHLREAL FFF:}RT Tl:t ,E.hl..w.ﬂllE_ [.T-=INTO--GRE-ATER
Ao S T TH Y SEE THPROVEMENT OF TCC—MATTER—FOR—OTHER-

P ARTLE Sl Ol iy ignims

7+« I THINK THE MAIN THINGS WE ACCOMPLISHED ON THIS VISIT WERE

TO MAKE [T CLEAR THAT WE—ARE--NOT -THREATENEINE=THEM—AND “THAT THERE

AR En.? ROSPEC TS PORSIMRROVING UxS </RKGLRECATIONS LF THAT—IS--WHAT:
EHEN R EAUCUYSWANTa=AT THE SAME TIME, | THINK WE INDICATED CLEARLY

~SEERETF—
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INFORMATION

LONFIDENTIAL—

Monday, September 16, 1968
8:15 p.m.

Mr. President:

As the attached telegrams
indicats, Prime Minister Salazar,
an old economics professor that
made good, appears to have had
a dangerous relapsae,

W. W. Roatow

Lisbon 1952
Lisbon 1953

24, 1983

s & .';" L
N e e ——

Whita I-E._".:'

WWRostow:rln
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C. it |1 SBON 1952

SUBJECT: SALA”AR'S CONDITION S

AS OF 9 P LOZAL TIME, HAVE ‘REPORT FROM DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE

BASED ON Z.JRCI HE CONSIDERS ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE THAT THERE IS

MO HOPE FC™ P2IMZ MINISTER'S SURVIVAL AND WHOLE GOVERNMENT .

AND COUMCIL OF STRTE HAVE BEEN ASSENBLEE. MED ICAL BULLETIW TR
EXPECTED 2EFO0.” MIDRIGHT. . . ~
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'SUBJ: SALAZAR SUCCESSION, - SR <% ST o
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REF 1 LISBDH 1952 S - T 11 .:. : Jhe g

1. OTHER SOURCES COMFISM INFO REFTL THAT AS OF ,10330 LOGAL -
TIME COUNCIL OF STATE AND COUNGIL OF MINISTERS GATHERING AT ' « .
“ATIOMAL ASSEMELY TO CHOOSE SUCCESSOR TO, PRIME MIN SALAZAR.- /

DECISION EXPECTED THIS EﬂEHIHE. EHLAtAH'S BDHEITIGI BEFﬂHTEﬂL?n 2 i
CONTIMUES TO D*TEHIUH&TE. : Ll . T .o

2. ALL SECURITY FORCES. ON LOW LEUEL ﬁLEHT. T00 EﬂHLT EOR PUBLIC . . . . .
REACTION AS YET TO NEWS OF SALAZAR'S RELAPSE, WHICH HAS BEEN - - | ¥
REPORTED IN LC¥ XKEY ON RADIO AND TELEVISION. Hﬂ FUBLIB ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁ*

SENT YET THAT SUCCESSION UHDEH EﬂﬂEIDERthﬂH- ¥

LS e e e R

3. FJ“TJE' S= PRESS aﬂUHEE HEFBRTS THAT FRONT HUHHEHE .FOR
SUCCzssIon EEFG‘E MEETING STARTS ARE. LONG-TIME HEIR - . .
ePPARZINT MATCELT C2ETANO, FORMER DEFENSE MINISTER ARD ARMY -
STROMZMAY SANTCS COSTA AND CURRENT. DEFENSE MINISTER GOMES .DE
A7A7J0. THIZZ THREE NAMES REPRESENT EFFORT BY GOVERNMENT -
SSTACLISHME"T TJ GUARAMTEE ORDERLY TRANSITION, WHICH UIEQMBTEDLY
SPIAARY CONCZIRT GOVERWMENT AT THIS TIME, 3

: '!""u‘.
ZUT SHOULS *NT BE DEHSIEEHED EXCLUSIVE LIETIHG. . f*‘--'

¢, 1 MAVZ JusT RETURNCD FROM H!LH THHEUEH FﬂPULlH ﬂUﬁRTEH '
5T aLFA%¢ AUD OTHER FSMBERS OF STAFF-AND' I HAVE DRIVEN AROUND = e
VATISUS FUARTZRC OF TOWN,. TRAFFIC.AND PUBLIC. TRANSPORTATION
APTIATING AS UL, alﬂEﬂﬂLH CAFES WELL, PATRONIZED AND 'EVENING
TIFCLLIRS OUT IM FRCE. hTHﬂ-EPHEHE HE OF Eﬂ'l 15 Plt"ﬂr lllﬂﬂﬂﬁl.ﬂ’f iy
: ¥ R T £ Tonddt R J .
# = o ..". ! :- : .'#‘-.. L. ._.| :.:I'l' L '*:",1 .
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M. —Reerstora

INFORMATION
CQiERRerT Monday, September 16, 1968
n::- e 2 X
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT N =

-

SUBJECT: Mid-East Reactions to Your B'nal B'rith Speech
The Mid-East part of your speech has been well received.

The Egyptian Minister hore felt it was a positive step. He parti-
cularly "saluted' your call for the parties to put their views on the table.
He ragretted that we had not explicitly urged Israell withdrawal and wished
we had spoken out last spring, but on balance his reaction was quite favorable.

The Jordanian Ambassador called on his own to congratulate us on
a '"balanced" speech. He too felt it would have been better had we done this
last spring, but he was gensrally pleased at the degree to which we took Arab
concerns into consideration.

Arab press reaction has run the full course of predictable views.
The Syrians have twisted the speech into an affirmation of strong support for
Zionist expansionism. The Lebanese moderates--the Arabs most likely to
judge the apeech by its content--felt it was censtructive. There has been
very little reaction so far from Cairo.

Ambassador Rabin said, "We are very satisfied, "' and indicated
this is Jerusalem's reaction too. The Israell press expressed reserved
satisfaction, although there was some comment on the differences between
the US and Israel revealed in the speech. But Eban said at a press conference
in Israel Friday: "There has been constancy and fldelity to what was said on
June 19, 1967. ...I find nothing new or disconcerting. ... The area of agreement
between us is overwhelmingly more important than the differences. "

Rabin is already quoting the speech back to us, and Allon quoted
it at the Press Club Thursday. Of course, they quote only what supports
their porition. They pointedly igmore your call for putting views on the table
through any procedure that makes sense. But privately they understand.
On the Phantoms, Eban quoted your statement about not allowing the balance
of forces to become an incentive for war and felt you would draw the right
conclusions. No comment on your main point--arms limitation.

W. ¥W. Rostow

s ‘,f, \ Do 151384 CONEIRRNPIe
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Meaday, September 16, 1968 -~ 5:25 p.m.

Mr. Proslda=t: f} ) VL

Herewlith 4 specific quasticas for Sec. Rusk.

L. Ia the loag sweep of the future, what role do you envisage for
Latia America: |n relatioa to the U.5,; Western Europe; Africa; and
Asla?

Z. What should ocur relatiens with the Sovist Usnlon lock like 10 years
from mow?

3. What would you hepe our relations with mainland China be like
in 19807

4. In your juigmest, should Westera Eurcpeceatinne te work towards
pelitical and econsmic Integration over the next 10 years, or has that

objective faded away?

5. What are your hepes for the evolution of Africa In the yoars ahead?

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln



Moaday, Beptember 16, 1968 -~ 5:10 p. m.

A 44

1 suggest the fallowing 4 questions for your sesslon with Sec. Rusk
at 5:30 p.m. this afterncen.

Mr, Precident:

1. What do you regard as the major achlevements of the Department
of State -~ and of U.5, foreign pelicy In gemsral -- over the past 5§ years?

Z. What would you llke to see us accompllsh In the next 4 moaths?

3. What do you regard as the major tasks which will Inevitably face
the next administration ln, say, its first year?

4. What are your dregams for Amaerican foreign policy -- your vislea
of the future towards which we should strive; and, in the light of that

vislea, what do you think the great taske of American forsign policy are
over the next 10 years?

W. W. Roastow

WWRostow:rln
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Monday, September 16, 1968

MR. PRESIDENT:
Attached for your approval is a
draft birthday message to Pope Paul.

He will be 71 on Thursday, September 26.

W. W. Rostow

Approve
Disapprove_

Call ma

" ERF:mat
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Monday, September 16, 1968

MR. PRESIDENT:

Attached for your approval is a brief
message to the annual Steuben Day Parade
in New York on Saturday, September 21.
This is the major event of the year for the
German- American community in the New
York area.

You have designated Ambassador MaGhee
to represent you in the parade. He would
read your message at the ceremonies.

“‘1- w' hlh“"

Approve

Call ma

ERF:mst
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Monday, September 16, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT s i
; i
[7e~

SUBJECT: Public Opinion Poll on PUEBLO Tactics

You have received a letter (attached) from the McNaught Syndicate giving
the results of its nationally syndicated public opinion pall SOUND OFTF in
answer to the question:

"What would you like our goverament to do about freeing the
PUEBLO and her crew?"

We have asked State for an appraisal of the poll's findings. Prior to re-
ceiving that, however, you may wish to note the poll's results in connection
with the discussion of the PUEBLO at your Tuesday luncheon,

The results of the 3,217 ballots received are as follows:

AGE GROUPS
16-25 26-49 50-UP ALL AGES

1. Admit we were entirely in the wrong 23.7 9.1 12.7 12. 3
and apologize as N. Korea insists
before they will release the crew.

2. Contioue present conferences. 2.2 1.8 2.8 2,3
Cur leaders know best.

3. Keep conferences going but, meanwhile, 4,0 5.7 8.3 6.7
seize N. Korean ships and citizens for

better bargaining.

4. Set limit on conferences. Then, if still 70.1 83.5 76.2 78.6
unsettled, use whatever force necessary
to free ship and crew.

While some of the phraseology used in the four possible answers appears
slanted so as to skew the results, it is nevertheless disturbing that nearly
four=-fifths chose the fourth answer. We may need to address ocurselves in
public media more fully to the question of why we have so far rejected the use
of force.

W. W. Roatow
Attachment
AJenkins:mm
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wWANHINGTaN

September 12, 1968

FOR: Walt Rostow

FROM: Whitney Shoemaker ~\
You may want to bring this

to the President's attention,

Perhaps State should
acknowledge.
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MR. SHOEMAKER:
ith list of
howed you together ":il'lt. _
ln‘:::;:p:r: in which ballot clipping ;?p;atld. _ :
Have included extra cOpPY of letter which yo _

may retain if you wish.

Reta
.
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Clippings from:
Seattle Times ' 63
St. Louis Globe Democrat 105
Cleveland Plain Dealer > ' ) 383
Arizona Republic (Phoenix) 1155
Vallejo Times Herald 121
Knoxville Nuwmﬁentmel‘ 70
World Herald (Omaha) 120
Chicago American 215
Indianapolis Star 557
2789
Letters 28
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AGE GROUP (clrcle one) 14-25 (fu-“ ) 50 ar ever

Soom@

e !

THE GLOBE-DEMOCRAT ASKS YOU TODAY: :

do about freeing the Pueble and her
crew?

Circle Yeur Chalcn (circle enly enel

I. Admit we were entirely in the wrong and apelogize
a3 North Korea insists before they will release the |

craw.

i
What would you like our government to S \
' \

2. Continue present conferences. Our loaders know e
best. =i 1.

3. Keep confersnces going but, meswhile, size |
North Korean ships and citizens for batter
bargaining.

t limit on conferences. Then, if sl unsettled,
uss whatever force necessary to fres ship and crew.

Clip or tear out this coupon afler cirching your age and the amswer
of your choica, and mail within 24 howni fo:

SOUND OFF (Ne. 28) 5T. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT,
12th and DELMAR, 5T. LOUIS, MO. £3101
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33
THE MCNAUGHT SYNDICATE, INC.
Features for Newspapers
B E.43nd ST.NEWYORK NY. 10017
September 9, 1968

President
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President: :
In August, a Communist broadcast stated the USS Pueblo crew
members "“appealed to the people of the United States to urge
our government to take appropriate action" to get them home.
SOUND OFF, our nationally syndicated weekly public opinion poll,
is a logical method of determining the pulse of the people in
the United States on such a subject. Our newspapers queried
their readers, the week of August 24/25, asking them to circle
their choice in answer to the following question:

“What would you like our government to do about
freeing the Pueblo and her crew?"
Herewith, we enclose the 3,217 ballots we received. The results
were tallied in three age groups by a 360 IBM Computer and are
given in their percentages as follows:
i AGE GROUPS
16-25 6- 50-UP__ALL AGES

Admit we were entirely in the 23.7 9.1 12.7 12.3

wrong and apologize as N. Korea

insists before they will release

the crew.

Continue present conferences. 2.2 1.8 2.8 2.3

Our leaders know best.

Keep conferences going but, 4.0 5.7 8.3 6.7

meanwhile, seize N. Korean ships

and citizens for better bargaining.

Set limit on conferences. 70.1 B3.5 716.2 78.6

Then, if still unsettled, use
whatever force necessary to free
ship and crew.
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INFORMATION

September 16, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Military Exercise GOLDEN ROD RS

A large-scale NATO-wide command post exercise (CPX) named
GOLDEN ROD is scheduled to be conducted during October 16-25, 1968,
This will coincide with a US worldwide CPX called Exercise HIGH HEELS,
Secretary Rusk has cleared the political aspect of the NATO exercise.

In neither case will combat units be directly involved, although
some subordinate units may coordinate individual routine training
exerclees with the play of the GOLDEN ROD CPX,

Because of the periodic (anmual) nature of the two CPXs and the
routine character of the unit training exercises, it is not anticipated
that any serious attempt will be made to link these activities to the
recent Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia,

W. W. Rostow
BHES:amc

£d-¢ 7 ~SEGRET-
5403 T o i
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CoNmiatrane LELLASIIED Monday, Sept. 16, 1968 - 5’
N ¥ ‘._ Crmidelines

There is an excellent man who works in this goveramenat: Jim Gramt. He is
in charge in Washiagtom of work on the Vistnamese scomomy.

He has just come back from a trip to YVietnam, having bsea there in June.
His repert was extremely interesting in a good many respects. You might even
wish to get the feel from him directly since bhe ls cencrets, precise, and vivid
as a reporter. 1 have reasoa te trust his judgment, since I have known him
for more than ten years. In particular, he made these points:

== Mobllisation is golng extremsly well, with the sons of the rich as well as
the poor getting imto umiform,

== From Hue to the delta there ls the sound of hammer on nall as the Tet
damage is repaired. If you fly over Hue, the town glisteas frem the
alumisum roofing.

~= Huong has made a real impact oa the couniry, espacially the cities.
Has is a truly major asset to Thieu in bringiang the people and the govern-
ment cleser together, with some beginaings of an identification of the
poople with their gevermment.

== The new rice seeds are really beginaing to take hold in the delta and
spreading fast: this is assoclated by the people with the goveramest.

== The asii-corruption campaign is gradually taking held, but there are
still problems with socme of the bigger fish. But even if it is politically

too difficult to got rid of all the big fish, thay are bacoming cautious
about corruption, with some interesting side effects.

== [ndustrial recoastructioa after Tet is going forward in the smaller
factories, but some ef the bigger damaged facteries have not yst been

repaired.

== In the villages the big job now la to hang both security and eceaomic
respeasibilities onto the village goverameats, lacluding the admisistration
of land reform measures and the collection of the land tax. The latter
is beogimming to happen, but caly slowly. Where it has happensd, the
villages have taken om real vitality.

== The Vietmamese, workiang with Lilleathal, are coming up with an cutline
plan that will need a lot of details filled in, but ils practical and hepeful:
its chbjactive is self-sustained growth without any foreiga aid whatscever
ten yoars froem the ead of the war, Thia would be vastly quicker than



COMPIDENTRAL ade

Gresce, Turkey, and South Korea, for examples. Both Jim and [ think
that, with any political stability, it is whelly feasible, given potentialities
for earning foreign exchange through rice experts, fish, etec.

== Jim has found the key to the land reform dilemma. He belisves Saigom
has been correct in saying that there is not a burniag pressure for laad
reform. What Salgea has missed is that it weuld be a tremendous
pesitive lift to the goverament and the people if land was made avallable
to tenant farmers who are now paylag their rent to abseatee landlorde
in Saigem and the previacial towns. He will be coming up with a coacrete
land reform scheme before the end of this moath which, I heps, we can
persuade Bunker and Thion to back. (The ecomemic tsam in Saigea
will be bare to comsider this with Graat in the days absad, )

W. W. BRoatow



Moaday, Sept. 16, 1968
—~CONPIDENTIAL— 3:00 p.m.

MR. PRESIDENT:
The Mexicans may have canght two of the
men who killed Amb, Mein,

W. W. Rostow

—CONFIDENTEAL attachment (Msxico T016)

P fo
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Department of State TELEGRAM

—CONFIBENFIAE— 362 W“-)dz'

'B

ACTION ARA 16
INFO CIAE 228,DODE 2@,GPM 24sH 22, INR 27,L @3sNSAE B2,NSC [2,P B4s ‘tts

RSC 21+SP 22+55 25,USIA 12,AID 2B#RSR 21,7115 W
P 1323421 SEP &8
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 757
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA PRIORITY

—E—O—N—F—d—D-&-N—T—F—a—t MEXICO 7216

I« MEXICAN CITY PRESS REPORTED ARREST OF TWO GUATEMALANS WHO

HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN PUEBLA AFTER HOLDING UP NINA AVILA CAMACHO.
NIECE OF FORMER PRESIDENTs AND STEALING HER 1968 MUSTANGs

OTHERS IN GROUP REPORTEDLY ESCAPED.

@« ACCORDING TO LEGAL ATTACHE SQOURCESs TWO ARRESTED WERE VICTOR
MANUEL SANCHEZ VALENCIA AND CARLOS PEREZ HMESTE! MEMBERS OF GROUP
ESTAPED WERE IDENT[F [ED_AS RUDY. FI10Ns, AND CARLOS TOPEZ- FIRST T™Q
H'HIB WERE WOUNDED- CLAFHED-TO- EE-HEHBJ—:RE-DF-—IE NOYEMBER- 'GLIEFIHTLI.A
GROUP__AND REPORTEDLY. CDNFEst;n-TD PARTICIPATION -IN-ASSASSINATION
DF_AMBASSADOR. HME[Nv=LlAT TER~TWO—GBCAPED> GUATEMACANS REPORTEDLY HAD.

APPOINTMENT A AT BORDER SEPTEMBER 12 WHICH! WAS: REASON THEY STOLE CARs.
CEARBORN

DECLASSIFIF
E.D. 123%56, S i
-':._-._.?'.5:: "'.-'1.“:'..
2@ NARA. D 12-1-93



INFORMATION

Moaday, September 16, 1968 -- 2:00 p.m.

.l".]' .'J_.t'.".-f

Mr, Presldesnt: |’ o f

When Neil Sheehan came In this moralag I blustly told him he'd
made 2 majer error in saying the Presideat had "made a declsloa. ™

He told me The New York Timess had been appreached In New York
by an lsrasll representative. The loraell sald the Presidest had
declded to give the Phanstams. The New York oifice told him te check.
His check Indicated we did not plan to give the Israelis the FPhantoms
now,

So he wrote his story.

I told him It was bad reporting and asked If he was Informed that
the Preslident had made a definits negative decislon, He sald: no,
Perhaps, he added, be should not have left out the now. He idldn't
tell me with whom he checked.

He sald the Times did aot wish te be used for purposes of
Israell pressure en the U.5. Goveramast. I told him his stery -- as
written -- was a provecatiea for such pressure.

He agreed it might be so -~ and apelegined.

W. W. Rostow
cc: George Christian

wwrostow:rin



Monday, September 16, 1968
-SECRET- 12:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Australians sigmal Crook that they
want to be informed in advance of any
policy shift and not caught shert, as with March 31.

It's prebably an election year for Gortea.

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET attachment

(Canbsrra 8064)

fuoe -

01-245
\ Daclh 202
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‘1. IN KBSENCE PM, I CONVEYED SUBSTANCE PARA 2 REFTEL TO e R W g, {%
|HEWITT WHO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION QUICK RESPONSE HIS INQUIRY | .. ::a¢a
' (CANBERRA 8@54). SAID HE WOULD PASS IT ON TO PM AS SOON AS KE ') i’ ¢
''RETURNED TO CANBERRA, RE PARA 5 REFTEL, HEWITT SAID UNDER Rl T el Bk
| SECRETARY KATZENBACH HWAD BRIEFED WALLER IN JULY ALONG LINES : i
||STATE 204338 AND THAT ANDERSON WAS ALSO INFORNED, ALTKOUGH HEVITT R

FDID NOT EXPLAIN HOW THIS HAD BEEN DONE,
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{12, HEWITT-DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE NERVOUSNESS-ABOUT POSSIBILITY ;i .,
[0F ANY SUDDEN AND DRAMATIC MOVE ON OUR PART WHICH MIGHT CATGH- '« = .
£GORTON AND GOA OFF GUARD, HE-ASKED SPECIFICALLY WHETHER- . | ' |

| BOMB ING, HALT BEING DISCUSSED OR CONTEMPLATED OR ANY CHANGE IN =0+, !

; CURRENT BOMBING POLICY UNDER CONSIDERATION, HE-SAID, 'IF SO, ok gy e
THEY WOULD LIKE TO-KNOW ABOUT IT, ON THIS I SIMPLY REFERRED - - -

;TD OUR STATERENTS ON BOMBING CONTAINED IN RECORDS OF PARIS LT A
TALXS AND TO RECENT,STATEMENTS OF PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY R R e
|REAFFIRMING OUR POLJCY. HE ALSO ASKED IF A SUMMIT CONFERENCE - ..~

| OF TROOP CONTRIBUTORS WAS BEING PLANNED AND, IF SO, THEY WANTED' . |
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|3 HEWITT, BY HIS QUESTIONS AND GENERAL ATTITUDE, CONVEYED g oalliiezci Tty
'IHPHEEEJE‘"‘I AUSTRALIANS FEEL THAT THEY ARE NOT BEING KEPT '
' FULLY INFORMED OF OUR THINKING AND THAT WE.WERE BEING LESS TH&#
'Cnuﬂlﬁ WITH THEM. HE STRESSED, WITH GOOD POSSIBILITY OF:
'AUSTHAL;AH ELECTION THIS YEAR (WHICH NOw SEEMS ALMOST CERTAIN),
| THAT WE ®UST KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH ON MATTERS RELATED TO VIETNAM

. SO THAT GORTON AND GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE EMBARRASSED BY~ANY
.DISCLOSURE OF POLICY SHIFT=-OR MAJOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH HAD NOT
JBEEN XUOWN TO THEM WELL INADVANCE. DEPT-WILL*™RECALL EQHTGH'S'T.
 UNHAPPINESS OVER SHORTNESS-OF NOTIFICATION nr*rnzs:n:nr 'S 3.
_1m|.m:1rt 31 SPEECH OM BGI!"EEIHE LIMITHIDH. A )

I—-—l—llmd‘-ﬂ-l-i-hﬁ- -n.l_l.- e s --n-lﬂJ  FRPRPE Y PR
1

Il " 2 I & - I |..-_ (2] -".: IE:I"-.

Iy - -ﬁEGR-E+.. - |-_. - r E.A u '. e 3.6
| s i) . NLLO1-259

. ; : :L g I -u..:.'_-ﬁhl-] ..H Al --"| ;}mﬂz

W ey

4 a

-

T ol
ot G S

&

A W L S

Faes

[ RSN TS SCL L T

®







INFORMATION

FOP-SECRET —

Monday, September 16, 1968
11:40 a, m.

Mr. Presldent:
Herewith Abrams tells us of

another probe Into the DMZ, The
last was a considerable succeass.

W. W. Rostow

MAC 12470

WWERostow:rln

-
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0 1613512 ZYH ZFF-5

Fii_GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC

INFO MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE

YR RUSK STATE DEPT WASH DC

MR HELMS CIA WASH DC

O 1510472 ZYH ZFF-3

Fif GEN ABRAMS CONUSMACY

TO GEN WHEELER CJCS

ADM MCCAIN CINCPAC

INFO CAS PARIS FOR MG SEIGNIOUS (LT D.W. JEFF USN)

AYB BUNKER, SAIGON

ZEM

T.0 P_S EGRE-T-MAC 12470 EYES ONLY

. (TS) ON 16/17 SEP ELEMENTS OF THE 3RD MARDIV WILL EXECUTE A 4 - 5
DAY OPZRATION NORTH OF MUTTER'S RIDGE (RIDGELINE THAT RUNS SOUTHEAST/
NORTHYEST THROUGH XD 9260), SOUTH OF BEN HAI RIVER, N/S GRID LINE
XD88 ON WEST AND N/S GRINDLINE XD98 ON THE EAST, TO DESTROY ENEMY
FORCES AND STAGING AREAS IN DNZ SOUTH OF BEN HAI RIVER AND TO
EXPLOIT B-52 STRIKES.

2. (TS) CONCEPT3

A. ON 16 SEP THREE B=-52 STRIKES AND ON 17 SEP TWO B-52 STRIKES
WILL BE MADE IN THE DMZ WITHIN THE ABOVE AREA OF OPERATIONS.

5. 37D MARDIV CONDUCTS A MULTI-REGIMENTAL OPERATION WITH ONE
REGIMENT ATTACKING NORTH FROM THE VICINITY OF MUTTER'S RIDGE TO
MAINTAIN CONSTANT PRESSURE ON THE ENEMY AND FORCE MIM BACK INTO THE
DMZ. B-52 STRIKES ARE TO BE DIRECTED ON KNOWN STAGING AREAS AND ARE
T0 BE EXPLOITED BY A HELICOPTER-BORNE ATTACK BY ONE REGIMENT INTO
LANDING ZOWES SOUTH OF THE BEN HAI RIVER AND THENCE ATTACKING
SOUTH TO DESTROY THE ENEMY BEING DRIVEN NORTH.

GP=3
S50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTT HOURS.
200
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Monday, Sept. 16, 1963
10:45 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Sect. Rusk has looked into the Neil Sheshan story. Shesham,
just back {from a trip to Asia, normally covers the Pentagonm.
He sometimes tslephomes someons at State; but there is no record
of bis haviag gotten in touch with anyome at State on this lasus.
(Incidentally, Sheehan is coming in to see me at 11:30 -- fllling in
for Max Fraakel while he is on the road with the campaign. )

As for substance, he says the kay phrase is "Preasldeat Johnson
bas decided. " This, of course, is untrue. The rest of the story ias
genaralised background which Sheehan comuld have written from
information around town. Sect. Rusk himself says that he gave a
backgrouader about a month ago to a group of columalists which
touched on this matter. Has indicatad that no decisiom had been made;
and that some of the factors which bore on the dacisloa were what tha
other side did in bullding up Arab arme; how the Jarring mission
wont; etc. In shert, he canmot establish that anyome at State told
Shechan that "President Johnson has decided... "

If we wish to turm off the story, we can refer paople to the
President's speech at B'mnal B'rith and say: "No decisiom has beesn

made. " If farther softening is required, we can go back te the
language of the Hanch communiqus whan Eshkol was bere.

W. W. Rostow
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CONTFIDENTEAL- Moaday, Sept. 16, 1968
10:10 a. m,
ME, PRESIDENT:

You should know, as the attachad indicates, that I am working
on the assembly of crisls materials.

State is, evidently, prepared to cooperate.

The members of my staff ia each fleld will get the State material,
combine with White House materiale, and organize cohsrent foldars
on sach with three elements:

== a short summary (5-10 pages);

=« an analytic table of contents for the key documents, as done
for your correspeoadeace with Moscow oa armes contrel;

== the documents themselves.

[ have asked for first drafts by November 1, and expect to turn over
the folders to you before Christmas. I shall be meeting with my stafl
on this once a week.

Bowdler has the message loud and clear.

Doas this attached list meet with your approval 7

W. W. Rostow

Call ma 13 A










Moaday, Sept. 16, 1968
COUNTIBDENTIADL 10:15 a. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:

You should know that Averell Harriman will
ba arriviag late this afterncon in Washingtoa
(perhaps 6 p. m. -- State is not certain). He will
be here through Wednasday.

Would you wish to see Mim? If so, what
time would be coavenlent?

W. W. Rostow

Will see Harriman

Call me

Time

-

DECLASSIFIED
ke House Guidselinas, Fob, 24, 1
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BRIEFING MEMO 42
-

Moaday, September 16, 1968 -~ 8:30 a.m.
7} J
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT v . //“

SUBJECT: Your Talk with Laster Vells, Readaer's Digest, teday at 1:00 p. m.

Velie ls gathering material for s book on US pelicy ia the Near East. The
Reader's Digest receatly publiahed his somewhat Inaccurate and overwrittea
but gessrally favorable account of your hot line dealings with the USSR during
the Arab-Israsll war (attached).

You will have your owa comments on policy. It would be useful for him
to take away an Ilmpressiom aleng these lines:

== Peace ls your overrlding concera.

== Wa can work ceastructively oaly I thore is peace.

== larael's caly loag run guarasise ls paacae.

== Full economic grewth depends on peace.

== You are supperting peace efforts, but a lasting poace can be
made only by the Near Easterners themsalves. One of the big
lessoms of 1967 was that settlements made by cutsiders dom't laast,

== Your June 19, 1967, and September 10, 1968, speeches spelled
this out.

He may wish to explere cur commitment to Israel.

-= Wa have no formal treaty, but four presidents have supported
Israsl's territorial integrity (anmd that of other Near Eastera states).

-~= You streagly urged lasrael in May 1967 to exhaust all paaceful ways
of epening the Straits of Tiran. We were hoavily engaged in an
International effort whea war broke out. You dida't think golag it
alone would scolve lsrael's leag-term preblam.

== As you told Eshkol last January, you ars keeplag Israel's defense
needs under close review. We are selling Skyhawk jet fighter-
bombers and Hawk air defense misslles.

He might ask your views on Soviet activities in the area.

== We want a Near East run by the Near Easternsrs.

~-= To limit Sovlet infleence, we have to support moderats Arabs as
well as Israsl, and encourage radical Arabs towards moderation.

== Tenslen In the Near East ls the best epening for Moscow.

As a general chservation, you might add that you never expected Mid-East
problams to be solved easlly. The Jarriag missloa is still the bast bet for peace.

If Velle wants to get Lnte details, you might tell him to see Hal Saunders
of my staff,






-3-

== Nevertheless, there is caly one way for history to meve Uf thare
is to be a chance of stable peace ca this small planet; that ls, towards
Increasing U. 5. -Seviet ceeperatisa.

== But this dees net mean that our efforts to make progress with ths
Soviet Unlea are a substitute for malntalaing our own strength or the strength
of our alllances. Quite the comtrary. We got the atmospheric test ban treaty
after the Cuba misalls crisls -~ as a result of demenstration of U. 5. streagth,
not as a substitute for it. If we are weak or our alllances dislategrate. the
Presldent hag little doubt that the old ambitiens, deep in commaunism, will

rise again ila Soviet pelicy.

W. W. Roastow

HSaunders /WWRostow:rin





















INFORMATION

SECRET
Monday, September 16, 1968 -- 8:15 pm

Mr. Presldent:

You will wish to read this thoughtful assessment
by Thieu of the enemy's current strategy.

He has decided that the ememy does not have
the capacity for a major attack on Saigon and the
other cities; but will revert to the older strategy
of trying to expand his hold in the countryside.

He does not belleve that this ls a long-term
strategy but designed to lead up to a position where
the enemy will have some bargaining power Wshen
the enemy proposes a cease-fire in place.

Therefore, he believes that, while protecting
the cities, we should throw more of our resources
into extending security and control in the country-
slde and try to ralse our pgesent level of control
from the present level of perhaps 66% of the total
population to 75-80% secure.

Interestingly enough, we discussed this possible
shift in U.S, and GVN priorities at the last meeting
of Nick Katzenbach's Vietnam group with Bus
Wheeler. Bus said that Abrams' present strategy
would automaticaly move In thie direction as the
third wave gave way to protracted harassing
operations.
[ PP - | - RS, O P | (P P = (fasdkl oF | da
o
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PARIS FOR VIETNAM MISSION

SUBJECT® THIEU'S AMALYSIS OF ENEMY STRATEGY

o —

l» PRES]DENT BHTEU™GAVE ME THE FOLLOWING ANALYSIS OF CURRENT
ENEMY STRATEGY DURING QOUR SEPTEMBER 13 CONSULATION MEETING

.1':-_ f 5 s

As HE FEELS THE ENEMY IS NOW REVERTING~TO--HIS-NORMAL TaACTIC
OF ATTEMPTING=TO=QCCUPY-MORE AND MORE*TERRITORY-AND OF CONe :
ENTRATING QN . THEr RURAL AREAS+ sHE WILLs HOWEVERs CONTINUE HIS
ATTEMPTS TOwPENELRATE--SOME=CI1T YrwH ] CrimmeSehtfenELE—DEFENDE D

<rril

HIS OBJECTIVE IS TQ QCCUPY A CITY LIKE TAY NINH FOR A SHORT

TIME FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSESs NOT TO HOLD IT FOR A LONG TIME.

THE ENEMY PLANS, THROUGH PRESSURE UNTIHE .CITIES, TO HOLD =

ALLIED- TROOPS—NEAR~FHETURBAN- AREASepcbEAVING HIM FREE-TO CON~
Ll i

CENTRATE ON “THE=COUNTRYSINDE.
Be THIS TSETHE=ONDMmETRATEGY - 0P ENukQuebtl GampNE MYy b EMeT HE MEANS=  ~
. 1y - o 5 1
SEEREL
NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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BRIEFING MEMO |
Monday, September 16, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with G. Edward Clark, newly-appointed TL S.
Ambassador to Mali -- 12:30 PM today

This is a brief farewell session for photographs, Ed Clark is a
career officer who has been working on South Africa. His new job will
be just as tough. Mali is a poor, left-leaning country in West Africa;
our relations with her have been gensrally cool. The Malians get their
economic help malnly from the Froench and the communists. They seemed
to be softening thelr anti-U.S. line on Viet-Nam recently, but they now
support the Soviet action in Csechoslovakia and are making sweet noises
again toward Hanoi.

Clark's mission bolils down to a holding operation to remind the
Malians that they have serious business to mind at home. We would
hope that Mali would follow Sekou Toure's example in Guinea and evolve a
all the more responsible and even-handed view of the world.

If there is time for more than pleasantties, you might wish to tell
Clark:

1. You appreciate the difficulty of his mission to a country which
makes money by kicking the U. 5.

Z. But the timas of the radicals and the demagogues in Africa is
rapidly passing. The Malians should be able to see the future
belongs to the Houphousts and the Ankrahs, thes serious nation-
builders who have cast off dogma.

3. Clark's job will be to get them to understand that lesson before
the rest of Africa passes them by completely.

W. W. Bostow

HSS/RPM/vmr









Monday, September 16, 1968

ot
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Ambassador Walt Butterworth,
Monday, September 18, 1968, 12:30

Ambassador Butterworth retired on Friday after 40 years
in the Foreign Service. He was the senior career Ambassador
and the senior officer in the Service.

He served in the Far East, Western Europe, and Canada.
He has been an Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern
Affairs and Ambassador to Sweden, the EEC, and Canada.

If you have the time, you may wish to ask his views on:

-= the Trudeau Government's prospects;

-=- what it will do about NATO;

== {its general attitudes toward the United States;

-

L1

how it will deal with its French Canadian problem.

W. W. Rostow
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SPGide - -SENSITIVE

LITERALLY EYES ONLY

FROM WALT ROSTOW

FOR THE PRESIDENT

September 15, 1968

The telephonic flash report of the Paris private meeting this

morning ls obscure. They found it hard to summarize on the phone.

Thelr wrlitten report should arrive about noon and will be forwarded,

== Meeting took 2 hours and 40 minutes;

== Harriman presented the points he Indicated to us he would

make, and there was dlscusslon.

== The other slde used some "nuanced language' which

"Interested" our delegation,

== They remaln "not discouraged, not encouraged; but

interested. "

== Firm agreement to meet again on Friday -- with probably

not much to be expected from Wednesday tea break.

WWRaostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.1 _
NSC Memo, L3935, State Dept Croidelmes

By % ___MNARA, Lalg J_E""G_"J.I'L
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