INFORMATION
SECRET--EYES ONLY

Monday, October 7, 1968

B:00 p. m.
Mr. President:

Herewith my outgolng back-

channel to Amb, Bunker and
Gen. Abrams, plus Abrams'

response. We have not heard from
Amb. Bunker yet.

W. W. Rostow

WWERostow:rln
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OCTOBER 7, 1968

r
LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR .ﬂHE.ﬂSSﬁDGH BI.THHER ﬁHB GEMERHL

ABERAMS FROM WALT ROSTOW

PRESIDENT WISHES TO KNOW IF PLAN TO MEET YOU IN
HawAIl TOWARDS END OF THIS WEEK PRESENTS TO YOU ANY
MaJOR OR INSURMOUMNTABLE DIFFICULTIES.

%gﬁﬂt FLASH BACK

DECLASSIFIED
NNNN White Housa Guldelines, Feb, 24, 1983

By—L{5—. NARA, Date oLl 2

0PI

Ligg iy



st frf'“":**;

nﬂﬁﬂmmﬂ coPY
T |

St e e

wr e . g #' 2 e
SRR S AR S
. n‘.'_‘ v f‘L [ A%

i ‘1- k] o 5l e T j :

i::-f:f:?é. ‘ht: by : b= .f_~' :. ¥ o

.-..-..n s ‘E‘;{'h' e - &3 ._ r ot = e N
TR LN Ecﬁsm:r ; ¥

- ntﬁ'éﬂ - WH - "‘..‘P':'“' -"1""_:_-1-; '#F}u? '.':-:q' :

YEKAD

e I A s oy ] - o “'F-':,- :- n- -.E'I-.P Xz ;
: [ ot il | R e '-?"'.‘ ..a.' g _‘_; i S 3 I
Dﬂnm“t’ '- X ﬁ.’ﬂ . " :I-': l:i-...". o= = J,_,"i‘ Le i
: R A 4

T 21234877 ik 7 Frre gt vy
FM SAIGON-= " T _-1 L poiigeaas
T0 HHITE‘;!MH ARO 2Rk

Z'Euugﬂ :u .--'*-' L F i o : Vingt
-5 B-CR-E-T-EYES' IJHLT ETEE-III DC‘I‘ EB "o'Iﬁ EHE EHEHIELS £
Fi. AMEMBASSY-SAIGON ' <75 7F 7 S . B
_TO-THE. WHITE KHOUSE, LITEH.HLL‘I.' ETEE DHL‘I Fﬁﬂ HﬁLT RIDSTGH FHDH
GEHE‘H“L QBEMSEﬂ r‘ TR oo o *"" x“’:. ¥

'+~ 1T PRESENTS 'NO' REPEAT NO' !‘IﬁJDH ﬂﬁ IHSI.HFIJHHTﬁELE ﬂBSTAﬂ.ES 'l'ﬂ HE-
"S"E"—QLH-—FETES UHI..T 'il'Iﬁ CAS . GHAHH-ELS )
EP'-'I L', : rc'-'- .!-5!'1" - _.r 4. E e 1 p-.-!- % i ALY ‘.-_."l'-'r. T ¥ _.‘-_."' g O PR

=, -
¥

DECLASSIFIED
EO. 12958, Sec. 3.6
* NL]/R4c_0a-32

. Bygbm , NARA, Dare 32403

L= —



INFORMATION

S8eNBF--SENSITIVE
Monday, October 7, 1968
T:45 p.m.
Mr. President:
Herewlith Wilson tells you

formally of his impending meeting
with Ian Smith of Rhodesia.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON FROM PRIME MINISTER

YOUR FEOPLE WILL HAVE TOLD YOU OF MY PLAMS FOR A
FURTHER MEETING WITH IAN S1ITH TO SEE IF WE CANMOT AT
LAST THRASH OUT TOGETHER AN HOMOURABLE SETTLEMEMT OF
THIS TRAGIC RHODESIAN BUSINESS, WE SHALL NOT ANNOUMCE
IT UNTIL EARLY TOHORROW AFTERMOON (OUR TIME) BECAUSE,
ALTHOUGH MY SEMIOR CCLLEAGUES PRINCIPALLY CONCERMED ARE
NATURALLY AT ONE WITH ME IM THE ENTERPRISE, I HaVE TO
SEEXK THE ENDORSEMENT OF THE FULL CABIMET AT OUR MEETING
TOMORROW, THE FIRST THAT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE SINMCE OUR
CONFERENCE LAST WEEK.

ASSUMING, AS I HOPE AND BELIEVE, THAT MY COLLEAGUES
ENDORSE THIS ACTION, I PLAN TO MEET SMITH IN GIBRALTAR
ON YEDMESDAY AFTERMOON, ON BOARD A WARSHIP AND TO aLLOW
AS MUCH TIME AS MAY BE NEEDED DURING THE NEXT WEEX OR SO
TO NEGOTIATE AN AGREEMENT.

I NEED NOT TROUSLE YOU WITH THE DETAILED BACKGROUND
TO OUR POSITION. YOUR PEOPLE WILL XKMOW IT. IN THIS
MESSAGE I ONLY WANT TO SAY TWO THINGS.

FIRST I aM DETERMINER THAT, IF NO SETTLEMENT CAM BE
AGREED, THIS WILL NOT BE THROLGH LACKX OF GOODWILL,
PATIENCE OR RESOLUTION ON OUR SIDE. THIS CONFLICT HAS

BEEN A TRAGEDY NOT OMLY IN THE RELATIOMSHIP BETWEEN BRITAIN

AND RHODESIA BUT ALSO FCR THE DEVELOPMEMT OF CUR

COMHONYEALTH TIES AND, MORE WIDELY, FOR THE INTERMATIONAL

COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE. ITS CONTINUATION NOT ONLY

THREATENS THE FUTURE PEACE AND PROSPERITY OF THE RHODESIAM

AFRICAMS BUT ALSO CAUSES THE DANGER OF A WIDER AMND
CONT INUING CONFLICT THROLGHOUT SOUTHERN AFRICa. I XNOW
WHAT DIFFICULT PROBLEMS IT HAS RAISED FOR YOU AND I HAVE

BEEN MOST GRATEFUL FOR THE SUPPORT AMD UMDERSTANDING THAT

YOU HAVE SO CONSISTENTLY DISPLAYED.






INFORMATION

conEmENTIAL Gt

Monday, October 7, 1968 -- 7:20 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

You asked if Nat Davis could stay with us for some time if he
were appointed Ambassador to Guatemala. The anawer appears to
be: Yes. There would be no particular problem in his waiting

30 to 60 days, although it might be helpful politically and psychologically
in Guatemnala if the announcement were made earller,

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guids 5. Feb, 24 1983
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ACTION
Monday - October 8, 1968 - 7509 | | -
Mr. Fresldent:

The attached memorandum {rom Ray Telles asks your
approval for adding Governor Price Daniel to the US-
Maxico Border Commission. Hs has in mind putting
Governor Danlel, as Director of the Office of Emer-
gency Planning, intoc the same formal relationship with
the Commission played by several other federal agencles.
The Office of Emergency Planning can be helpful to the
Commission on joint disastsr assistance planmning, and

in other ways.

I understand that Governor Danial has been anxious to

joln the Commission and would very much like you to
approve this recommendation.

W. W. Boastow

Approve
Disapprove

Call me

Attachmsnt

Ambassador Tellss' memorandum to tha President of
Octobar 1, 1968,

Samusl W. Lewls:mm






.,.-I S
~GONFIDENTIAL Hliea

Monday, October 7, 1968 -~ 5:30 p.m.

Mr. President:

Clark Clifford has notified me that Franklin Lincoln, a lawyer
well known to him, has been appointed by Mr. Nixon as his chief
man for the transition, If Mr, Nixon is elected., Lincoln has asked

Clifford for a briefing on how he -- Clifford -- handled the transition
In 1960-61.

Is it okay for Clifford to discuss this subject with Franklin Lincoln?

W. W. Rostow

Yes e
No
Call me

VRTD TO BE AN rOfAn
L CANCELLED rin E.O.
-k 1.3 AND ARCHIVIST'S BC F
= 16 1683,

CY ;I% on_=743

WWRostow:rln
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Monday, October,7, 1968 — 7907
Mr. President:

In light of our conversation this morning, you may be interested
in Abe's (as opposed to Rostow's) assessment of enemy withdrawals.

Abe says:

Since the last ten days of September, most, if not all, elements
of the 320th Division have been withdrawing from along Highway Nine to
areas iz or just north of the DMZ. A number of reasons could explain
the recent northward move: assignment of a new miseslon; an eifort to
aveid further allied punishment; or the concern he has annually shown
for the flooding and mud coanditions in the Ben Hai River basin that will
occur with advent of the northeast monsoon. However, his moves have
been relatively short distance, just out of allied reach on the ground,
and there is yeot no indication of a significant meve north or away from
the central DMZ.

We have detected no groups entering the pipeline for the past
three weeks. While this may reflect the historic decline in infiltration
that has occurred at the end of each year, it could also suggest that
North Vietnam has already supplisd the maximum available manpower
for input this year. The enemy has already sent more troops down in
1968 than he did during the previous four years, and, by conservative
estimates, his training base has been exhausted and must be recycled
before he can start another surge effort.

Some eloments of military region Tri Thien Hue have recently
been fixed out of Base Area 611 and deep in Laos. These are moves
of & type we have not previously observed. While these units may have
withdrawn to avolid our air strikes as they reconstitute their streagth,
it i» more likely that they are primarily involved in the opening phases
of a major logistics effort. The 803d, 812th, 4th, and 5th NVA Regimenta
are suffering from severe food shortages bordering on starvation. Food
and supply difficulties in the entire region have been greatly aggravated
by Typhoon Bess. Documents, prisoners of war, and[f 0
constantly speak of serious food problems, and mere survival seems to
occupy all the enemy's attentions. It is the end of the rainy season and
time to start the traditiomal logistics buildup in that region. 730

SAMITIZED
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~$-E- LR ET SAVIN MAC 13512 EYES OILY SECT ION ONE OF TUO

l. SEVERAL ASPECTS OF THE CURRENT ENEMY SITUATION SEEH WORTHY

OF YOLR ATTENTION. WHILE FIR! CONCLUSIONS CANNOT BE DRAVN

MV, OIR TENTATIVE ASSESSIENTS INDICATE THAT THESE DEVELOPMENTS

MAY BE SIGNIFICANT.

2. SINCE THE LAST TEN DAYS OF SZFTENDER, MOST, IF HOT ALL

ELEMENT S OF TIZ 320TH DIVISION EAYE BEZU VITIDRAVING FROH ALONS™
HIGHWAY NIKE TO AREAS IN OR JUST NCRTH OF THE DNZ., THE 320TH

IS SUFFERED OVER 1,100 CONFIRLED XIA DURINS THE PAST TWwO KONTKS.
B-52*S MAVE INFLICTED MEZAVY CASUALTIES AND DAMAGE AND WE KAVE
INCOVERED EXTRAORDTNARILY LARGE CACHES NORTH AMD WEST OF TiE
ROCKPILE. SINCE 25 SEP, MULTI-REGIIENTAL SIZE FRIEMDLY SYEEP

OPERAT IONS HAVE BEEN CCIDUCTED IN THE AREA, -INFLICTINS LOSSS,
THROWING TH}E EMEMY OFF BALANCZJN A'D PLACIEG KIS UNITS IN JEOPARDY.
MOST IMPORTANT, THE 320TH DIVISION HAS BEEN UNABLE TO GET ANY SORT
OF OFFENSIVE GOING DESPITE REFEZATED EVIDENCE THAT THIS HAS BEEN HIS
EFFORT AID HIS INTENT. 5 UIBER OF RZASONS COULD EXFLAIN T}E RECENT)
FORT RiARD MOVE: ASSIGHXENT OF A N2¥ HISSI10N3; AN EFFORT TO AYOID
FIRTHER ALLIZD PUNISHMENT; OR THE CCUCERN KE FAS ANMUALLY SHOWN

FOR THZ FLOODING AMD MID CONDITIONS Ii TIZ BEN HAI RIVER BASIN

THAT VILL OCCIR VITH ADVENT OF THE NORTHEAST HONSCON. HOWEVERS

KIS MOVES HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY SHORT DISTANCE, JUST OUT OF ALLIED.
REACH ON TEZ GROLND, AYD THIZRE IS YET NO INDICATION OF A SIGNIFICANT -
¥DVE NCRTH OR AUAY FROM THE CENTRAL DiZ. FIRTHERMORE, WE HAVE O
EVIDENCE OF NEV ENEMY UNITS MOVING TOYARD THE DZ TO FILL TIE
VACUUM THAT WOLLD BE CREATED BY A DEPARTED 320TH DIVISION.

3., ANOTHER FACTOR TO BE WEIGKED IN ASSESSING TFE MOVEMENT

OF THE 324TH DIV IS THE DECIDED DROP IN NVA PERSONNEL INFIL=
TRATION. Vi PAVE DETECTED NO SROUIS ENTERING THE PIFTLINE

FOR THE PAST TIREIE WESKS. YHILE THIS NAY RIFLEZCI T:iZ HISTORIC
DECLINE 1IN INFILTRATION JT EAS OCCURREZD AT THE EWD OF EACH

=57 IT COLLD ALSO SUGGEST THAT NORTH VIETUAM FAS ALREADY:

SUPPLIED TIE MAXINLY AVAILASLE MAUFOUEIR FOR LIPUT THIS YEAR.

THEE EVZHY HAS ALRTADY SEI7 HCRT TROOPS DCYM TN 1968 THAY ME,

DID DIRING TI FRIVIOUS FOLR ¥SaAR3, AND BY CONSERVATIVE ESTI-
MATES HIS TRAINING BAST A5 BIZM IXHAUSTED AD HUST BE RECYCLEDY
ETFCRE KT Call START ANOTHIR SiREE EFFORT.

4, TKZ VEIGHT OF EVIDENCEZ VE HAVE SUGGESTS THAT THE 328TH . -
DIVISION HAS TAKEN SIGNIFICANT PUNISHMENT AND HAS CONSEQUENTLY [

____MITHDRAWN .FROM ALLIED REACH TO RESUPFLY AMD REFIT.. _ _ _ :
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Monday, October 7, 1968
5:05 p.m.

Mr. President:

Before he goes to work at 5:30 p.m. ,
Clark Clifford wishes to diecuss with you the
situation with respect to the military ald bill
and the Symington amendment on the Phantoms.

w- w‘, R'ﬂ‘.t“

WWHostow:rln



{ 10T 5:30)

Monday, October 7, 1968 —
5:00 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith some guesticas to ealiven the Clark Clifford expositioa this
aftermoon at 5:30.

l. Locking back, is there anything in the charge that is often made

that too rigid an application of cost-bensfit analysis has throttled or
diminished ressarch development and military innovatioa ?

Z, Is the Fl11 geoiag to become a usable aircraft in cur order of battle 7

3. Has our mmrgia of security against a Moscow tamptation for a
first muclear strike been adequatsly maintained 7

4. Taken overall, is our relative military power position vis-a-vis
the Sovist Union better or worse thas it was in Jamsary 19617

W. W. Rostow

ce: Mr., Califamo
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INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Monday, Oct. 7, 1968
TORSEERET 3:00 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:
(= soppguislot =2
Herewith first crack by Bob Ginsburgh
at rules of engagement, in case the enemy violated
our "facts of life" about the DMZ -- if we take

that approach.
oo

POP-SECRET-attachment

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983

By iy, NARA, Date 2152
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NATIOMNAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508

7 October 1968

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
4.-Y¥7 4

SUBJECT: Rules of Retaliation g,_é,e__m Daee ¥-7 -9 3

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW

In the event of 2 bombing cessation, we must expect that Hanoi will
test our restraint to see how much they can get away with.

/
Our rre sponses to such tests should meet the following criteria:
i
- Prompt. To be prompt, authority for retaliation should be
delegated to the lowest possible level of command.

- Deterring. We should react on the basis of "two or three
tits for a tat" in an effort to deter further wviolation of the conditions for
a bombing cessation.

- Appropriate. The "punishment should fit the crime'" so that
Hanoi receives the censure for its violations instead of our receiving
censure for appropriate retaliation.

Here is a list of enemy violations with possible retaliatory actions
which might be authorized by the commanders listed:

Enemy Violation Retaliatory Action Authorized by

Light patrols across DMZ, Self-defense and Tactical commanders at
immediate pursuit. lowest levels have right

- of self-defense and

immediate pur suit.

Ground attacks "in force.'" Defense and counter- Division commander.
attack as far as
provisional military
demarcation line.




—POP—ERERET

Enemy Violation

Retaliatory Action

Authorized by

Attacks in excess of
battalion size.

Artillery, mortar or
rocket fire from DMZ
or north of DMZ.

AAA or SAM fire from
DMZ or north of DMZ.

Air attack against ground
forces or airborne air-
craft in NVN, S5VN or Laos.

Increase infiltration
through Laos; attacks on
cities; enemy massing
north of DMZ; major
attacks in SVN; Hanoi
refuses to talk with GVN.

Massive counter-
attacks as far as
northern boundary
of DMZ,

Maximum counter -
battery fire until
silenced.

Immediate air
attack until silenced
by escort aircraft.

Attack launching
or staging bases,
radars and support-

ing military facilities

COMUSMACY.,

Division artillery
commander.

Escort flight commander.
Any delayed retaliatory
strikes must be authorized
by Commander, 7Tth Air
Force.

Commander, Tth Air Force.

-=- gouth of 20 degrees

only,

Consider resumption

Washington. -

of bombing on selective
or total basis, south or

north of 20 degrees.

4

ROBERT N, GINSBURGH
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INFORMATION

SEGREF—~
Monday, October 7, 1968 - 1:40 pm

Mr. Presaldent:

Herewith a paper on lsraell domestic
politics, which will not surprise you.

W. W. Rostow

572

EC 12358 3.4(b){1)>25¥rs
ECQ 12958 3.4(b)(6)>25Ycs
(5]

wwrostow:rln
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INFORMATION

SECRET —
Monday, October 7, 1968 - 12:50 pm
Mr. President:
Herewlth draft of Clark Cllfford's
proposed statement on problems and

achlevements of the Department of
Defense over the past few years.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET

WWERostow:rln

58

DECLASSIFED
White House Gulosiines, Fab. 2, 1963

Byl NARA, Date L2
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30 September 1968
DRAFT
Cabinet Presentation of
Secretary of Defense

Mr. President, I appreciate this opportunity to inform the Cabinet
about some of the problems and achievements of the Department of
Defense over the past few years, and to attempt to assess the outlook
for the future.

Inasmuch as Bob McNamara was Secretary until March 1 of this year
whatever I say about the past accomplishments of the Department will be
primarily to his credit. As for my views on the future climate of our
national security, however, I must assume the somewhat uneasy role and
responsibility of a weather forecaster sitting in the eye of a hurricane.

This is not the most advantageous position from which to predict the path
and power of the storm. In any event, I should like to explore how we can
best prepare for such heavy weather as may lie ahead, We are in a parti-
cularly advantageous position to do so in 1968 because of what has transpired
in the Defense Department during the past two Democratic Administrations,

When I arrived at the Pentagon, I was highly gratified to find that the
Office of The Secretary of Defense had in fact become the strong position that
President Truman had intended it to be when he first proposed the establish-

ment of the Department more than 20 years ago.

DECLASSIFIED

—SFEREF—~  ‘nthorin 240477/
=% 1%/i2p., NARA, Dare 34223















































































Moaday, Oct. 7, 1968
ARYEET 11:15 a, m.
MR, PRESIDENT :

Herewith Thieu's Interior LMinister (Khiem)
reports coup rumors to Berger:

-= githar bacause thare are such rumors or

activity;

== @F bacause he wishas to make a record
with as for later action agaiast certain
anti -Thisu political factionas.

Koy passages marked.

W. W. Rostow

SST attachment (Saigon 39695)
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INFORMATION

Monday, October 7, 1968 -- 11:00 am
Mr. President:

These two documentary samples
suggest the kind of mllitary frustration

the enemy is now experiencing --
confirmed from all sources.

W, W. Rostow
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October 4, 1968 )

SUBJECT: Difficulties

A situation report, dated September 12, 1968, prepared by
X1 (possibly Nha Be District Party Committee, Sub-Region 3, COSVN),
covers the period September 1 to 10, 1968, and reveals _that.the increasinog

enemy (FWMAF/RVNAF) patrols and pacification activities cdnaid;rably
ected friendly (VC/NVA) activities in Nha Be District.

The document concludes that during the first ten days of
September 1968 X1 could accomplish only one task and that was the
disgsemination of an unspecified resolution. During this period Xl.failed«
to carry out as signed missions in regard WLWWGVNI
tyrants, annihilation of ‘enemy potential, development of mass uprisings
and expansion of local forces. The main reagons. £63 this failure were
%&Efﬁculhes s _caused by the enemy. - Report indicates that X1 military
shortcomings were as follows: movement of troops, shortage of local

Ia"'i:gg_ha_uch as village and secret guerrillas and Unit 265 being unfamiliar
with the local area,

o

(CDEC Comment: The document gives the impressions that

friendly activities in the Wha Be District area have causewnfﬁiml
shextages:and morale problems. to.the-enemy;)-

CDEC #09-2361-68, (Bulletin 16,803)
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Moanday, Oct. 7, 1968
GONFIDENTIAL 9:40 a. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herowith a propesed anncuncement which
would link a Homoluls meeting Sur military

and ecomomic support for Thiseu's programe
as outlined today to the Natiomal Assembly

ia Salgea.

Amm“ '-i- *ﬁ nl"t“

(copy to Geogge Christian)






INFORMATION

SEGRET-
Monday, October 7, 1968 - 9:35 am
Mr. President:
As background to thoughts which we
share with Bunker, Thleu, and Abramas,
1 thought you might like to read this
back-channel message I sent on

September 30 (Tab A) and Ellsworth's
reply (Tab B).

W. W. Rostow

WWERostow:rln

\X

DECLASSIFIED
Whille Mouse Guideiines, Feb. 24, 1983

By opdefie . NARA, Date e e % S
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VIA CAS CHANNELS September 30, 1968 e 2

—EGRET—
FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER, LITERALLY EYES ONLY, FROM WALT ROSTOW

This cable has the status only of a personal conversation.

The President's desire, as I understand it, is to get, within his term,
either a substantial movement towards an honorable peace or to leave the
situation of his successor in the best possible shape on 20 January 1969.

One cannot rate high the chances of the first alternative; although we
have not abandoned hope or effort.

We must, therefore, turn our minds to the second. I would add that,
even if negotiations turn serious, it will be essential to drive ahead hard
on the various enterprises which comprise the second objective.

Only you and your coclleagues can identify the priority areas for
maximum drive and progress in the four months ahead. Most of them are
areas of intense current effort where what we want is a second-stage booster
on the part of the GVN,

For what it is worth, here are my thoughts on areas which do not represent
merely doing a bit better what we are already doing; e.g., ARVN mobilization
and re-equipment; amtl-c?rrupti.nn: Lien Minh; protecting Saigon; keeping Ky
in order; etc, -

1. The countryside. At a distance I am frankly a bit worried by VC

political consolidation in rural areas and sluggishness of pacification progress.

ECL =0
EO. 12958 %ee 26
NLjﬁL{L Cd-3 3 —_3FCREF.

Byefm , NARA, Date 3-24-03 \._.f.-:-J /?’
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nationalists want to achieve. Opposition to communism is clearly the
essential cement, but as they struggle towards building a big political
party they need a program; and its articulation in the weeks ahead could
be helpful to the cause -- there as well as here,

These may be wrong. There may be others. But I believe we should
develop this kind of Iist;, see if Thieu agrees; then mount a joint effort of
maximum military, political, and economic momentum over the next

four months,
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1. MANY THAMYS FOR YAUR INTERTSTIVG MESSAGE AND ITS
CBSERVATIONS, I ACREE THAT THEST AFE THEZ LIMES aLnMc wHICH
VE SHOULD %ORY aMD I“DTED ARE WORXIVG, YOU ZalD THIS DID
K0T REQUIRT A REPLY BUT I SHALL VAMT TO COMMENT QM IT wHEM
1 RETURN FROY MY vESXEND IN XATHMAMOU, YO!' wILL MOTE
FROM THIS WETX®S MESSAGS TO THE PRESINENT THAT ¥S HAD A
VERY SUCCESSFUL MEETTIVG WITH THISU AMD MTS ATWISORS
YESTERDAY 0™ PACIFICATION., THIEI “pS STEAMED WP AND RARING
™m en, I A¥ DELIGKRTEID THAT PE IS TAKIYMG PEESOFAL GUINANCE

%N LEAD IM THZ MATTER FPR KE XNOWS MCRE AZQUT PACIFICATION
THAY ANYOME IN THE gV“. RECARIDS,
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INFORMATION

SECKRET /CACTUS
Monday, October 7, 1968 - 9:30am
Mr., President:

The North Koreans herewith ask for
a PUEBLO meeting.

Decislion is, therefors, required on
Nick's statement of the alternatives which
I sent up to you on Saturday.

You may well wish to have a meeting

on this today. Nick has followed the
PUEBLO problem very closely.

W. W. Rostow
Seoul 10274

SECRET/CACTUS

WWRostow:rln

l'|.".I|.I- i
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~ 2, GENERAL' WOODWARD IS SENDING A REPLY TO-THE EFFECT
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YOI MAY WISH TO READ THIS RUSK = HASLUCK MEMCON TO GET
THE FZEL FOR AUSTRALIAN COMCERN,

1. SUMMARY, MWASLUCK REPORTED AUSTRALIAN CONCERN AT EVIDENCE
GAINED THROUGK TV AND PRESS OF GROWINS VEHEMENCE OF AMERICAN
PUSLIC OPINION ON VIET-NAM. HE WAS WORRIED THAT THIS MIG HT LEAD
TO SOFTENING OUR POSITION AT PARIS., SECRETARY REASSURED HIM ON
LATTER POINT AND HOPED AUSTRALIANS VOULD NOTE U,S, ACTIONS INSTEAD
OF REPORTED WORDS. HASLUCK STRESSED INPORTANCE OF SOVIET
INFLUENCE IN ASIA AS BEST RESTRAINT AGAINST CHICO M EXPANSION
AND HOPED SOVIETS WOULD NOT BECOME "ISOLATED.” HE FELT WIDER —
ROLE FOR JAPAN IN SEA WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO DEVELOPMENT AND i E N
SECURITY IN AREA., HE THOUSHT CHIREP AND KOREA VOTES WOULD 2 1t
BE ABOUT THE SAME AS LAST YEAR, HASLUCK SAID WIS GA SPEECH S e
WILL REFLECT VIEW THAT GOA WOULD FAVOR NPT BUT FEELS IT MUST - "% "fod
AIT AND SEE IN ORDER TO JUDGE DEVELOPMENTS WORE CAREFULLY. e 7 'heilis
IN CONNECTION VITH NUCLEAR PROBLEM KE SAID AUSTRALIA NOTED THE il o7
WORRISOME PROXIMITY OF CHINA AND POTENTIAL OF INDIA ‘AND L BT
PAKISTAN: IN DISCUSSION OF MUCLEAR SAFEGUARDS, SECRETARY . .. . .0.0.%
STRESSED DIFFICULTIES INHERENT IN WITHERTQ UNSOLVABLE PROBLEM  ° ...
OF INSPECTION, END SUMMARY, R L i

2. HASLUCK, ACCOMPANIED BY EXTAFF PERMANENT SECRETARY SIR
JAMES- PLIMSOLL AND AUSTRALIAN PESMANENT REPRESENTATIVE SHAW,
OPENED DISCUSSION WITH EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION TO SECRETARY & ihde
FOR MAKING TIME FOR ANZUS MEETING IN WASHINGTON, 3 Rt

XEROX FROM QUICK COPY









1¥, FOLLOYINZ HASLUCK'S COMMENT THAT CHIREP AND XKOREAN
VOTES WILL PROBASLY BE MUCH THE SAME IN CA THIS YEAR,
SECRETARY REMARKED THAT AT RECEMT HONOLULU CONFERENCE
SOUTH VIET-NAM FONMIN SHOWED IWTEREST IM POSSIALE ADRISSION
OF BOTH MORTH VIET=-MNAM AND SOUTH VIET-NAM TO UN, THE
VIETNAMESE HAVE MOT CHECKED OUT THIS VIEW WITH THE KOREANS
AND DID NOT EXPECT TO PRESS IT. PLIFSOLL RECALLED THAT
SOVIETS HAD SUGGESTED SIX YEARS AGC THAT TWO KOREAS

AND TWO VIET-NAMS BE ADMITTED TO UM SUT PLAN RAN INTO
TROUBLE WITH PEKING. PEDERSEN NOTED THIS WAS USEFUL
POINT-INDICATING -SOVIET ACCEPTAMCE, AT LEAST AT ONE .STAGE,
OF EXISTENCE OF SOUTH KOREA AMD SOUTH VIET-NAM, FPLIMSOLL
REMARKED THAT DIVIDED GERMANY IS THE STUMBLING BLOCK.

14, ON CENTRAL EUROPE SECRETARY SAID SOVIETS MAY BE
FRIGHTENED BY CONCEPT OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE, BY PRESICENT
JOKNSON®S BRIDGE-BUILDING, AND BY EXPANSION OF BONN'S
RELATIONS IM EASTERN EUROPE, HE THOUG HT WE NAY, TWEREFORE,
FIND A TIGHTENING OF THE IROM CURTAIN. WE MUST, HOWEVER,
HAINTAIN CONTACT WITH THE SOVIETS FOR WE NEED THEIR ASSISTANCE
IN SUCH MATTERS AS VIET-NAM, ME AND NPT.

15, HASLUCK SAID WIS GA SPEECH WILL REFLECT VIEW THAT

G0A WOULD FAVOR WPT BUT FEELS IT MUST YAIT AND SEE.

SECRETARY ASKED IF AUSTRALIA RENOUNCES A NUCLEAR OPTION.

HASLUCK REPLIED IN NEGATIVE AND SAID, "WE DO NOT WANT

TO MAXE A COMPLETE AND TOTAL RENUNCIATION UNTIL WE SEE THE

SITUATION MORE CLEARLY.™ HE NOTED THAT CHINA IS A NUCLEAR

POWER CLOSE AT HAND, AND THAT INDIA AND PAKISTAN ARE MOVING

IN THAT DIRECTION. AUSTRALIA DEPLORES THESE DEVELOPMENTS o

BUT IT CAN'T DECLARE RENUMCIATION UNTIL IT KNOWS MORE ABQUT £

THE SITUATION AMONG ITS IMMEDIATE NEIGUEORS, HE SALD '

AUSTRALIA CANNOT EXPECT WASHINGTOM TO START A

GLOBAL NUCLEAR WAR IN ORDER RESPOND 'TO MUCLEAR THREAT AGAINST

AUSTRALIA., SECRETARY EXPRESSED HOPE HASLUCK ¥OULD HOT

MAKE SUCH A COMMENT PUBLICLY FOR MOSCOW MIGHT BELIEVE IT

AND THIS WOULD CUT AT THE VERY FOUNDATION OF NATO.

HASLUCK SAID AUSTRALIA CANNOT DENY ITSELF IN UNKNOWN

CIRCUMSTANCES AND HE DOUBTED THAT AUSTRALIAN POSSESSION OF

NUCLEAR WEAPONS WOULD CHANGE ANYTHING, SECRETARY STATED . X

THERE IS NOTHING MORE DANGEROUS THAN A SMALL NUCLEAR FORCE. R ol
" HE SHID DEERULLE DOES HﬂT UNDERSTAND THIS EUT WILL EVEHTUELqu R '

“16. - PLIMSOLL HOPES SAFEGUARDS FOR PEACEFUL USES OF 'ATONIC el T
ENERGY COULD BE NEGOTIATED THROUGH IAEA.  SECRETARY SAID o P
THAT IF INSPECTION PROBLEM COULD BE SOLVED HE WOULD FAVOR . % oo sm
RETURN TO BARUCH PROPOSALS OF 1956 AND HE STRESSED THAT =~ -4 oot e

OUR OWN SECURITY IS JEOPARDIZED BY PROLIFERATION OF MUCLEAR -
WEAPONS. HE SAID NOT MORE THAN TWENTY PEOPLE IN THE WORLD
UNDERSTAND IMPLICATION OF NUCLEAR EXCHANGE, FORTUNATELY

SOME OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE IN MOSCOW, HE POINTED OUT. .THE
PRINCIPAL PROBLEM IS THAT OF INSPECTION. THE ENDLESS - -
REACHES OF SOVIET UNION MAKE EFFECTIVE INSPECTION-ALMOST
[4POSSIBLE AND THE SOVIETS HAVE NEVER BEEN VILLING TO

DISCUSS THIS SUBJECT,

RUSK
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— INF GRMATICH
Saturday - Cotcber 5, 1968

MFM(RAND(M FOR THE PRESIDENT f e ﬁf‘f"’"

SUBJECT: Mexican Riots = Fxtent of Cammunist Invelvemsnt

You asked about the sxtent te which the Cuban Gecmunists or other
foreign groupe were involved im the Mexican riots this week,

The CIA analysis attached (Tab A) conclules that the student demenstrations
were sparked by demestlo politics, met masterminded by Cubans er Seviets,
Their primary rele was restricted te supplying some meney to student
ETCUpS.

CIA believes the weapons emplcyed by the students could bave been cbtained
lecally. Although they did net start the trouble, Mexican Commumists,
and Castreites all capitalized en the disorders emce they

Trotskyists,
began and teek asctive parts,

in FBI report (Tab D) asserts that a Trotskyist group initiated the
sniper fire at the police and army from preperad positicns im varieus
apartessnt buildings, end they were responsible for touching of f the

bloadshéd, This so-called "Clympia Brigade” repertedly cbtained

W, ¥, Restow

P.S. Bruno Pagliai called when he was in Washington for the Bank and
Fund meetings. He had talked with President Diaz Ordaz. Diaz Ordaz
vows that he will establish law and order and see the Olymplcs through.

Attachosnts Diaz Ordaz says that the riots were
Teb A = CIA Memcrandum carefully planned. A good many people
Tab B = FBI Repert came into the country. The guns used

were new and had their numbers filed off.
The Castro and Chinese Communist groups
were at the center of the effort. The Soviet
Communists had to come along to avoid

the charge of being chicken.

w“. Iﬂ'ﬂiﬂiﬂl n!‘rL\ \.|| |:.
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CENTRAL INTELIIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
-5 Octohe= 108

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Addendum to "Mexican S*udent Crisis,"
. 4 Octcober 1EEE

- SUMMARY

There is no hard evidence that either the Cuban
or Soviet embassies in Mexico Ciiy masiszminded the cuscent
disturbancas despite repeated allegations to that effac:
by the Mexican Governmant,. We have unconfirmed reports
that they have given moral and possibly some financizal
asgigtanrcs, hfweva:,'and there is avidence that manv known
Mexican Communists have n“eqlv Pz::;:::a‘ed in the _;-ts.

‘1. Despite the HEI*‘C-natlu: of many Communist §=oros
in the disordexs, NN o no S5
evidence that the Communlists Instigated the present crisis.
As in other count~ies, the extremists have can;tali:ed on
the disorders and members of the Mexican Communist Pazty
{(PCM) , the Communist ¥Youth (JCM), the Communist-oriented
Matiocnal Democratic Studeats' Cent=2l1 (CHED), 2nd the
Trotskyist and Castroite groups have all participated in
varying ways.

2. The PCM has gone on record as endecrsing the student
demands, but party leaders have privately stated that none
of their principal functionaries should become directly in-
voelved in the viclence, EKnown Communist students are
associated with the Naticnal St=ike Council ‘and other organiza- -
tions that have arisen cduring the disturbances, as are Trotsky-
ists and members of the other Cocmmunist groups. The JCM
has also instzucted representatives to state organizations
to participate in any local student activities in support of
the Mexico City protests.
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. . 5 In HNEZXICO. e .
PHDCD:EEJégﬂﬂgggﬂﬁgznn§£;g§ilﬁzvs FUTMISHED RILIABLE INFORAATION
I TR PoeTostr FOUR, NINSTIEN SIKTY EIGMT, THE _FOLLOWIRG, #as
OBTAINED FR0¥ A SOURCE WHO IS ACTIVE 1IU DT NiST SPARTACUS.
THE LIGA COMUZISTS ngﬂiﬁﬂc?qé%gﬁggggjgﬁﬁi%n INTERMAT I0NAL
: e FEL“I'DL.'E‘ u--.-H- D L-' " 2
MET IN MEX1CO CITY DURI™G TH‘c THZY FORWZID A SIMGLE
FROM VARIDUS STATES WiIRE PRESENT.  THT T DE WHICH HADE ITS
‘T SHOCK RROU> CALLED THE OLY:AIA BRIGADE ¥ s
o 2po7a229CE OCTOBIR TWO, NINSTSEN SIXTY ZIGHT, AT TH
PLAZA OF THRET CULTURES.
END PABE 07Z
DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLJ 4513 0

By cb , NARA Datevn90

PAGE TWO 48-8—4—F—t=p—2—T T T

THAT AFTIRNNON MEMAERS OF THMZ OLYHMPIA BRIZADE POSITIONED
THEMSELVES AS SMIRPERS IN APARTHMEMT SUILDINSGS OVIALOOKING THE
PLAZA. OTHZRS WERT O THE 3301MD FLOOR OF THZ CHIYUAAUA
EU;LDIHG UMDER THT SPTAK:SIS BALCOMY HICH THZY WERZ TO

EFZVD,

SOURCE SAID SMIPIRS HAD ZTARLIER 3EZEZN GIVEIM INSTRUCT IOMS
TO SHOOT AMD KILL G=VI3AL JOST HE2MANDIZ TOLIDN, IF 0BST2VEID.
YT YAD COMMAMDEID THE MILITARY FN2CIS WHICH IM THE RECENT
PAST 4AVS QCCURIZD THE UNIVEISITIZS OF Z0NJIRA AND MICHDACAY,
THE NATIONAL UMIVERSITY AMD VARIOUS SCHOOLS IM “SXIC) CITY.

GENZRAL HTI'4NDTZ TOLINO APRPZARED IN TH: PLAZA TO
EOUCT TO THT STUDIYTS THSY WOULD MOT 3% ALLOJED TO ¥azCH
FROM THYE ARTA. THT OLYM>T4a §3[GsDT QPIVED FIZE OM THD
GENERAL®S PA3TY WOUNDINE YIY AMD THREZ OTHIR OFFICZ3S AMD
THEN FIRED INTO & GWDUP OF 30LDIZ33 BIYIND Tvzv, KILLINZ
AT LEAST O AYD WOUNDIE ¥a“Y OTHIAS. UNFOSTUMNATEILY, 27
THE SAME TIMZ, POLICS O T+I THIID FLIO2 STASTZID TO CARRY
OYT A23RTSTS OF THT “ATIOVAL STRIKT CopmsIL avd SINCE 30C2aTES
OHPOS LIMUS WAS AL, THTY FIRED WiA3vING SHITS TO DITIA
YI¥ F30 [S3TISTIVE. THS A¥Y 4TaxD S¥HTS O™ THE THIAD FLNOR
A TIOED INTN IT.. IX THE COVFUSION ¥'MY LCC MEZM3EZR3 FLED
HIGHZZ I4TH THE CHIMuwAMuA 3nILDIVG AND ¥WI3T GIVEN ITFUET
9Y TIVNAYTS.

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREIE ~+6—f—tt—t—B——TF—F—H1—

SOIRCZ REPOITID SVIPZRS WIRE FIRING ON THE TROOPS
FROM OTHER BUILDI~NGS FR04 VARIOUS ANGLZS.

. THZ LCE GROU? HID UNTIL THE FOLLOWIMG DAY AND LEFT
THE CHIMUAHUA BUILDI'3 IM PAIRS WITHOUT BEIM3 ARRESTED.
SOURCE LATER DETEZRMIVED THE OLYWPIA BRIGADE LED STUDENTS
WHO BURNED BUSES AMD STREITCARS O¥ THE NIGHT OF
OCTOBER Tw0.

THE BRIGADZ HAS PLANS TO COMMIT ACTS OF SABOTAGE
DIRI‘e THZ OLY4”IC GaMES, IT IS MADE UP OF EXTRZIME
RADICAL TROTSKYISTS K'OWN OMLY TO EACH OTHE= AND THE
LEADERS OF THE TIOTSKYIST GROUPS. THIY ARZ SAID TO HAVE
COKTACT WITH GUATEMALAM GB'EZRAILLAS AND CuBAN TROTSKYISTS
WHO ARZ IN MEXIOD OF a "SECRET ¥ISSION."™ AUTOMATIC ARMS
FOR TERRORIST ACTIVITY HAVE BEEN SUPPLIED BY THESE
LATTER GROUPS,

A SECOY¥D SOURCE 4AS ADVISED THAT THE LCE IS ONE
OF THE ¥2ST IMPORTANT TROTSKYIST ORGANIZATIONS WHICH
FOLLOWS THE PRO=-CHIVEST OOMNUMIST LINZ IN MEXICO.

THE SZOOMD SOURCE ADVISED THAT HMZXICO CITY DETZICTIVES
WHO TOOX REFUGE BFHIYD ASYORED CARS DURING THE FIRINS,
REPORTED THE SOLDIZRS INSIDE WERE SHOKING MARIJUANA
AND EMERGING LIKE CRAZY WEIN AND FIRING WILDLY.

END PAGE THREE

PAGE FOUR ~8—f—d—F—i—b—b-al-T 1 A Ly

A THIRD AYD FOURTH SOURCE, BOTH STUDENT ACTIVISTS,
ADVISED THMEY WSRE BRIZFLY HELD BY TROOPS AT THzZ PLAZA
AND REPORTZD THE SOLDIZRS ACTED DRUGGZD, WERE VERY VIOLENT
AND WERE LOOTIMG STO=ES.

A FIFTH 30URCT WHO 15 av EXPERIEMCED sINIOR POLICE
OFFICER, REPOATS TYE FIRST SOLDIZ=®RS TO ARRIVE AT THE PLAZA
WERE NOT FIRI..G THEIR WEAPOMS,., WHEN GZNZRAL HERMANDEZ
TOLECO WAS WOUMDEID, SOURPEZ OSSERVID PZRSONS FIRING INTO
THE PLAZA FROM sSU30UvDIG 3YILDINGS, 30ME YITH AUTOHATIC
WEAPOYS, HE 03SERVED PER30NS FaLLING IY EBROUPS OF F2LR
0R FIVZ AS THOUGH HIT BY AUTOMATIC WEAAONS Flnz. THz
SOLDIERS MEAR HIM, AT THIS EARLY MOMENT, WEREZ FIRING INTD
THE AIR 093 I'TO BUILDI%ES FOLLOWING THI LEAD OF TRACER
ROUNDS FROM ARMORED CARS PINADINTIKG SMIPIRS. SOURR:
BELIEVZS ¥O3T ZARLY CASUALTIES WERE CayuS=D 3Y SMIPZRS.
WHEZN THE FIAST VIQOL=ZMT CLASH EMDED, 5BAUT FOWR ZERD TO
FIVE ZZ3D 30DIZS WERT IM THE PLAZA. BODIZIS WERE STILL
BEIMG REMOVED FROY BUILDIMGS OM OCTOBER THREE., SQURCE
ESTIMATED THE TOLL OF DEZAD aND MIRTALLY WOUNDED COULD
APPROACH TWO Z=ZR0 ZZR0.
arP 7 1 ) oM g iy 4y
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INFORMATION

SECRET — e

Saturday, October 5, 1968
4:25 p.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Nick lays before you a
memorandum on the PUEBLO, which
he requests the President read in its
entirety.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFED
Whihe House Guidelinas, Fab, 24, 1883

BY life., NARA, Date o712
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE —
WASHINGTON
DECLASSIFIED
. sRus GMAR wf 29 b=\ 2
Authonty y
R . NARA. Date 2-122-2
NODIS/CACTUS -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: PUEBLO - ACTION MEMORANDUM

The Problem:

The fundamental issue at Panmunjom has been that the North Koreans
have insisted on our signing an admission of espionage and intrusion
into their territorial waters, apologies for both, and a promise of no
further intrusion.

We have refused to admit espionage or to apologize for acts we do
not believe were committed. Various forms of conditional apology
(e.g., we regret any intrusion that may have occurred) have been
rejected.

The "Overwrite™ Sclution:

To break this impasse, we have, with your authorization on May 18,
been exploring the possibility of General Woodward writing the following
sentence on the "document of apology and assurance" presented on May 8
by the North Koreans: "There have been turned over to me today at Pan-
munjom 82 surviving members of the crew of the USS PUEEBLO and the body
of Seaman Duane D. Hodges."™ He would sign this inscription. If the
North Koreans accepted this, they would presumably claim that we had
signed their piece of paper. We would say that we had signed only what
Woodward had written.

Recent Progress:

For the last four months we have been pressing for a firm commit-
ment by the North Koreans that if we were to "acknowledge receipt of
the crew on a document satisfactory to them" they would simultaneously
release the whole crew. At the 21st meeting (September 17) the North
Koreans for the first time said unambiguously that if we would sign
their document, they would return the crew. At the 22nd meeting
(September 30), they were even more explicit, saying that the entire
crew would be released simultaneous with our signing their document.
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S TAB A

To the Government of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea the Government of the United States of America,
acknowledging the validity of the confessions of the crew
of the USS Pueblo and of the documents of evidence produced
by the representative of the Government of the Democratic
Pecple's Republic of Korea to the effect that the ship, which
was selzed by the self-defense measures of the naval vessels
of the Korean People's Army in the territorial waters of the
Demoeratic People's Republic of Xorea on many occasions and
conducted espionage activities of spying out important
military and state secrets of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea.

Shoulders full responsibility and solemnly apologizes
for the grave acts of espicnage committed by the United States
ship against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
after having intruded into the territorial waters of the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

And gives firm assurance that no Unlted States ships will
intrude again in future into the territorial waters of the

Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

DECLASSIFIED
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~SHeTET TAB B

DRAFT PRESS STATEMENT

Today /yesterday/ at Panmun jom, Major General Gilbert H.
Woodward, the Senior Representative of the United Nations
Command on the Military Armistice Commission, obtained the
custody of the crew of the USS Fueblo, which had been captured
by the North Koreans on the high seas last January 23rd.
Ganarallwnadward acknowledged in writing the release of these
men.

The document on which he sigped had been prepared by
the North Koreans and had been shown to General Woodward
on May 8 at a meeting at Panmunjom between him and General Pak
Chung-kulk, the Senior Representative on the Military Armistice
Commission of the KPA/CPV side. General Woodward then and
subsequently pointed out that the North Korean document con-
tained allegations which were totally at variance with the
facts of the situation and which could not be acknowledged
as true by the United States Government. Despite this rejection
of the North Korean draft, General Pak continued to insist
that the crew would be released only in exchange for General
Woodward's signature on the document.

Today /[yesterday/, after making clear that the United
States Government continued to reject the allegations in

the North Korean document, General Woodward acknowledged
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‘SECREE 2

in order to obtain the release of the men, signed his name
on the North Korean draft.

The United States Government formally reiterates its
denial of the allegations of "espionage" made in the North
Korean document and itz rejection of the North Korean
"evidence" that the Pueblo had "illegally intruded" into
North Korean waters. It is obvious that the United States
Government does not "apologize" for actions which it does
not believe tock place. Before the release of the crew we
hed on many occasions plainly stated our view of the events
leading to the capture of the Pueblo. We have placed this
account on record in public, at the United Nations Security
Council, and in the wverbatim transcript of the negotiations
at Panmunjom, which will now be published. We have seen no
evidence whatever that would lead us to change our view. HNow
that these men have been liberated and are free to speak out, we
will make a thorough investigation and will make public as soon

a3 possible any new information that is developed.



INFORMATION

TOP-SEGRET--SENSITIVE

Saturday, October 5, 1968
3:45 p.m.

Mr., President:

Herewlith an assessment of enemy

difficulties solely from firm intercepts.

Rather impressive.

Key passages are marked.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST OFFENSIVES MEETING INCREASED DIFFIEULTIES.
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L INTRODUCT ION
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“FT—FHIR ACTIVITY THROUGH LAST SUMMER
IS CONSTAMTLY BEING HINIMIZED BY-ALLIED OPERATIONS, EBE-52 -STRIKES,
AMD SUPFLY DIFFICULTIES, AND COMMUMNIST. ACTIONS APPEAR .-TO BE -
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AREAS(C(1)).,
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TINUAL PREPARATIONS FOR ATTACKS--WHICH-ARE.MORE FREQUENTLY. <~
BEING POSTPONED THAN ACTUALLY TAKING PLACE-- A GENERAL-LULL=IN=#=
COMHMUNISL TACTICAL “ACTIVITY.HAS BEEN REFLECTED IN SIGIHT -THROUGH.
OUT..THE COUNTRY SINCE-APPROXIMATELY 25 SEPTENBER. »
1L EXTERNAL SUPPORT

THE RESUPPLY EFFORT. IO VIETMAMESE COMMUNIST UNITS WITHIN
SOUTH VIETNAM MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY A NUMBER
OF FACTORS., SINCE 22 AUGUST, COMMUNICAT IONS OF ELEMENTS OF =
THE NVA 559 TH T?RﬂﬁﬂﬂxTﬁTID*‘! GROUP HAVE DISCLOSZD.PROBLEMS:
HESLIT'h 1G_ FROM ALLIZD OFERATIONS, -AIR STRIKZES, AND:HEAVY RAIMNS,
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INFORMATION

CONFIDENTIAL —

Saturday, October 5, 1968 -- 3:40 p.m,

Mr, President:

This is an absolutely first-class speech by
Thieu.

He is leading his people towards peace,
political development, and programs of soclal
equity. The job now is for him to back his
play with concrete programs. I am convinced
this is possible,

Key passages are marked.

W, W, Rostow

Saigon 39594
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INFORMATION

Saturday, Oct. 5, 1968 - 2:50p
Mr. President:

You will wish to know of the
emergency indicated In the attached.

1 would guess a C-130 short of one
engine would be ckay.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln






Saturday, Oct. 5, 1968
—SEGRET— 2:15 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
This is solid evidence that the IPC case was

not central to the Peruvian coup.

W. W. Rostow

—SEGRETattachment _ 3HCEYCD

fuss i
70



INFORMATION

SEGRET =
Saturday, October 5, 1968 / /n
2:10 p. m. iVl i

Mr. President:

This account of the situation at the
Thuong Duc Speclal Forces camp suggests

it is less beleaguered than press accounts
would suggest.

W. W. Rostow
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
WASHINGTON, B.&. 20301

5 October 1968
0330 EDT

THE JOINT STAFF

MCEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Subject: Thuong Duc Special Torces Camp, Vietnam

1. The Thueng NDuc Special Torces Camp, located 21 nautical
miles southwest of Da Nang, is currently reported by press,
radio, and television news media, as being surrounded and
gunder siege by the enemy._-This.is also being reported by
Hanoi-news _media,__

2. Increased enemy presence in the central part of Quang
Nam Province is indicated by the enemy activity there during
the past week, This represents a greater enemy threat to the
general area, as opposed to a specific confrontation with the
capp.itself, as reported in current news releases,

3. The largest recent attack on the camp and adjacent
area occurred on 27 September (EDT) when the camp received
30 rounds of 8Z-mm mortar and 10 rounds of 122-mm rocket
fire followed by a ground attack on Regional and Popular
Force (RF/PF) elements and two villaies adjacent to the camp
proper. Seven RF/PE personnel were killed in this action
while the_ecnemy sustained 62 _killed, The twd villages came

s

under enemy control. .

4, Two Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) companies
were heli-lifted into the general area of the camp followin
the 27 September action to pursue the.enemy-fortEs withdrawing
io-the. .west-from_.the_camp and adjacent _villages.-=They were™>
not.given_the mission of linking up with the-camp since this™
was-—not required by the situation.-

5. At no time duxing the-past: week_has_the-enemy-in -tha.
Thuong _Duc area_prevented the-CIDG Camp- Strike -Force—(CSF) w
troops within the camp from-conducting normal-patrol missions
qﬂgjjda the camp. =——gm

6. The following personnel and units are located at the
Thueng Duc Special Forces Camp:

United States Special Forces:
3 officers
11 enlisted men
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South Vietnamese Special Forces:
3 officers
9 enlisted men

One South Vietnamese Recannaisqnnce Platoon:

2 officers
70 enlisted men

Four Camp Strike Force Companies (CSF) :
4 officers
425 enlisted men

Three Mobile Strike Force Companies (MSF):
Approximately 3 officers and 300 enlisted.

Forces listed above total about 15 officers and 815 enlisted
n addition, there is an unknown number of Regional Force
:% and Popular Force (PF) personnel,

7. Thirty-six B-52 sorties are scheduled for the night of

4-5 October a

general vicin

Distribution:

SECSTATE
SECDEF
DEP SCCDEF
ASD/TSA
ASD/PA
cJCs (3)

. DJS (3)
VDJS
J-30
J-31
J-32
J-33
J=-5
PAC DIV
DIA REP
CIA REP
NSA REP
STATE REP

B o, 4 et o R G

DDO
ADDO
ccocC
AOC
AFCP
NFP
MCCC
PAC DESK

ainst reported enemy trﬂu concentrations in the
ty of the Thuong Duc Spec

Forces camp.

al
Rﬂﬂl Admiral

Deputy Director for
Operations ([NMCC)
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ST INFORMATION

Saturday, October 5, 1968
2:05 p. m.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Participation in Cuban Missile Crisis Meetings,

October 1962

1. ExCom met with President Kennedy 42 $imes from the date of
its establishment on October 22, 1962, until it ceased operations
on March 29, 1963,

You were present at 37 of these 42 meetings.

2. During the first month . of its life, when ExCom dealt only with
the Cuban missile crisis, it met 30 times.

You were present at 27 of these 30 meetings. You did not attend
the meetings on November 20, 21, and 23 -- long after the
critical phase of the crisls had passed.

3. You also tock part in numercus other meetings on the Cuban
missile crisis:

a. NSC meeting of October 22 -~ before E3Com was created.
b. Informal meetings of the ExCom group held without

President Kennedy. Several of these were held in
Secretary Rusk's conference room at the State Department.

A list of the ExCom meetings you attended is attached. The Five
meetings you did not attend are marked with an asterisk,

W. W. Rostow

BEKS:ksb

Qb 10— 5V
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Saturday, October 5, 1968
M 2:00 p, m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
The attached letter {rom Eshkeol to you says, in effect:

== the UAR dossan't want psace; please doa't get im bed with the
Soviet Unien on the Middle East;

== tha Israslis are tryiag to do something with Jordan;
== plaase give us the Phantomas;

=« may I come and see you im December in the course of my
trip to Latim America?

In the course of this, be has praise for your spesch of Septamber 10
{as he interprets it).

You may wish to know that Joe Sisce will be in touch with both the
Jordanian and leraell Forelgm Ministers to establish whethar the
right words spoken by Eban on the November Reselution in his speech
scheduled for next Twseday would, in fact, open up megotiations between
the two countries uander Jarring.

W. W. Rostow

PSRBT sttachment

A
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THE PRIME MIMISTER

, 29 September 1968,

Dear Mr. President, J :

During our High Holy Dairs, a time of
reflection and Neartsearching for Jews, I .am writing to
you as a great and proven friend of my country and my people.
I t:eal moved to share my l;houqhts.\;ith you on It‘ha present
situation in our region in the light of your memorable
address on 10 September, and the latest developments. The

,'-!.'riews of fre;a governments are, of course, never identical.

But even li.tﬂl'.here_ are points on which our” formulation wc;ul-ﬂ
-'_diffar from ymtﬁs, we recognize the integrity and »::o-nstrucl:ive'
statesmanship which inspired your words. We are moved by your

i :

- tribiit.ta to the historic and spiritual forces which underlie
Israel's national _rehirth.f We share your belief that a
;&iffe'_rént and mm;'-e durable situation than that existing on
4 June 1967 must be built, and we believe ‘wit‘ﬁ you thﬁt it
.:Ls- the Hi.d:_!lln'a Eastern States t'tlemselve_s which must do the .
building. We desire a real lasting peace and not makeshift

arrangements such as were made in 1957. ‘We, too, aim at the

DECLASSIFIED
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THE PRIME MINISTER

- 8 = 29 September 1968,

counsels and to renew the perils from which our people escaped
at great sacrifice fiféeen months ago. Your forward-looking
and courageous policies on the Middle East situngiun during
those fifteen months have been of higturic importance. ;

The quest for peace in the Middle East will not
be casy or rapid, hut Israel for its part will not giveiyp the
pursuit. It is important not to lose patience as it is not to
"lose heart.

I shall be in the Western Hemisphere in December
to visit Lng?ﬁ American capitals and should welcome an
opportunity of expressing to you personally the everlasting
appreciation of our people for the strength and fidelity of

your support.
Sincerely,

%

His Excellency Lyndon B. Johnson,
The President of the

United States of America,
wWashington, D.C.
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Mr. Presldent:

At Tab A Is U Thast's proposal for a four-power summit to take place
in 1969. However, he propeses coatacts among the Ferelgn Ministers of
the four majer pewers during the current sessloa of the General Assembly.

At Tab B ls a preposed nsgatlve response based on the propoesition: "We

are not prepared at this time to in effect commit a new administration to a
summit Ia 1969."

The outgolng cable requires your appreval.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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SUBJECT: SYG'S FOUR POWER PROPOSAL

I+ BUNCHE GAVE US [NFORMaLLY FOLL LTR FOR COMMENT PRIOR TO FORMAL
TRANSMISSION FROM sYG TO USs USSR, UKk AND FRANCEe« BUNCHE ASSURED D
US, SYG WOULD NOT TRANSMIT LTR UNTIL HE HAD RECEIVED OUR COMMENTS.
AS_CEPT WILkL—NOTES -SYRTHLS "IN MIND-A FOUR-POWER -MTG AS PRELUDE4TO
POSSIBLE SUMALI.MTG IN 1969+ HE SUGGESTS THAT AGENDA MIGHT pEAL IN
FIRST INSTANCE WITH WAYS TO STRENGTHEN UNs INCLUDING FINANCES AND "
PEACEKEEPING, AND LEAVES OPEN THE POSSIBILITY THAT DISCUSSION L
WOULD [NCLUDE "REAFFIRMATION OF CHARTER PRINCIPLES", ADVICE Tgp 3!
JARRING, AND CERTAIN ASPECTS OF DISARMAMENTs DEPT SHOULD NoT

= L1
PENULTIMATE PARA IN PARTICULAR WHERE SYG SAYS [T MAY NOT BE NECESSARY
"THAT THE FOUR FON MINS gHOULD MEET AS A GROUP™. 1“ |
|
2+ WE WILL BE STUDYING LTR CAREFULLY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO TF'
DEPT ON HOW TQ HANDLE IT, - ||
“ ]

BEGIN TEXT. : - ]

MY DEAR FON MINISTER/SECRETARY,

YOU WILL PERHAPS RECALL THAT IN MY INTROOUCTION TO THE ANNUAL REPORT

ON THE WORK OF THE ORGAN[ZATION LAST YEAR I ADVANCED A SUGGESTION 3.7
THAT AN ATTEMPT MIGHT BE MADE TO ASSESS THE VALUE OF HOLDING PERIODIZ
MEETINGS OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL AT WHICH ITS MEMBERS MIGHT BE Bl

REPRESENTED BY A MEMBER nF THE GOVERNMENT QR 8Y SOME SPECIALLY Fj
DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVEs IT WAS ACTUALLY MY HOPE THAT SUCH 1 13
MEETING AOULD BE ATTENDED 8Y THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF THE MEMBER
STATES CONCERNED AND THAT THIS WOULD GIVE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A :
!
—EERET— -
rhe ]

KAT TO RF BREOOMIICEN WITHOIIT THE AUTHORITATION OOF THF FYXFCOIITIVE SECRETARY
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Saturday, Oct. 5, 1963
1:25 p. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

The text of Sen, Muskle's letter of Jam., 18,
1968 (attached at Tab A) is, in context, something
of a proposal (but short of a flat recommendation)
because:

== he says "it seems to ma';

== bl presents a concrete alternative
to San Antonio.

But, of course, he also says: "We might then
consider. .. ".

You may wish alse to recall, however,
his flat support for your March 31 formulation
on Viet Nam (see Tab B).

The rest of his Viet Nam corre
is on Democratic political difficulties with the
Viet Nam issue.

W. W. Rostow

Attachments

Preo Jrit
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Wlnifed Slafes Senale

WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 'IB. 1968

Dear Mr. Presidant:

First of all, | would like to extend my congratulations
on one of the best S5tate of the Union massages | have heard, both
In terms of delivery and substance. |t represented strong and
effective |eadership.

|

Secondly, | would Iike to take this opportunity fo say
Just a-word on the subject of possible talks with Hanol.

What | am about to say is no part of any public state-
ments which | am making or plan to make on the subject. This
letter is a private communication and suggestion, Attached Is my
latest public statement made for the Japanese Broadcasting Com-
pany. .

My principal purpose is to convey to you my opinion that,

-from the point of view of Maine people, the response to Hanol's

latest overtures should be positive and that we should take some
risk that meaningful talks can be developed.

| assumo the strong possibility that Hanol will not sa-
tisfactorily meet the San Antonio formula, elther publicly or In
a private and indi rect communication.

It seems to me that we might then consider the following
response: : §

1. Announce a cessation of the bombing;

2. Announce that it is unconditional; but

%

3. Make It clear that the American people and the world
will watch carefully to note whether Hanol will respond promptly

\
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2. IT IS 1I0% CLEAR VIEFEER, BECAUSY OF CUR BOSBTG, OR FOR CTHER
REASOIS, IAHCT COMSINERS FEGUTIATIONS OR A FEGOTIATZD SETTLAGIT TO BE Di-
SIRABLE TH TTS O INTERCSTS. |
3. MEAFINOPUL NEGUTIATICHS - 1.e., NEGOTTATTONS LTwi A REASGHABLE
| PROSPEST OF WRTHG T2 MTLITARY COMTLICT--ARZ HOT LIKELY UILESS EAOH STDE
) " CONSIDZRS I TO BE Tl TTS O DEST TITTESYS.
b, IP AFD VI A GOOD FAITH OVEMERT TO SUCK NECOTIATIOLS WCULD
FOLLOV CESSATICH] OF OUR BQMBING OF Tifl TORTH, WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO TAKE
SUCH ACTIOH.
‘ | WE ARE NOW CARSFULLY EXPLORIVG THE P0GSINTLITY TIAT HALOT IS PREPARSD
g FOR SUSH MOVEQITF. I BEGTEVE WE SECULD BE PREPARED TO TAKE APPROPRIATE INITIATTVES,
AED REASOIAJLE RISKS, T0 ECOURAGE SUCH A POSSIBILITY. s
TWO CLEAR-CUT ISSUEZS APE IRVOLVED IN VISTHAL:

. 1. TEE RIGNT OF T SOUTE VIETIAISE PEOPLE T0 DETERMINE THEIR CMl
S u'_nmm*:. _ s
‘ 2. TEE USE OF THE SO-CALLEY WATIONAL VAR OF LIBERATION AS A TECIIITGUE

TR IEST IXPATSION. '
TO SUPPCRT Tid PIRST AU TO RESIST THE SECGID, YE ARE TEVOLVED IN A
2 WAR OF LT:ITED OBJTCTIVES--#17d A LUGTED APPLICATTON OF OUR MILITARY BGVZR. 1E
DO oY SZZX TEMRITORY, OR 34SES,. OR TIC TESTRUCTZON OF im{ﬁ? VIETITALL
I THIUK VE RECCGHIZE THAT, TH A NEGUIIATED SZTTLEMEIT, EACH SILE MIST
TAKZ SC: RIS TEAT TRE CTHIR SIDE MAY ULTTATELY LCIGEVE ITS OBJECTIVE BY f0N-

‘\ VICLET (72805, ALTCOUGT 2ACR WILL BECK 70 PRCTECT YTSELF ACATFST THAT POSSIRILITY.

[ e b o T T T
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- MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE 1IOUSE '?Sf"'f*
WASHINGTON f

3 January 19, 1968
@‘:) inda.y}-: 11:3£ a.n/'l;‘/
O g2
_ P \8°

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Mike Manatos E,h.

Senator Muskie asked that I hand this to you, It has been acknowledged.

COUEY v
W3S B2

i lﬁ-ﬂhul
El“q.,.t .'.
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Wnifed Hlates Henale 1

WASHINGTON. D.C.

April 1, 1968

Dear Mr. President:

Your speech last night was cne of the most
moving and effective I have heard. The real Lyndom
Johnson came through in a really magnificent way.

Jane and I pray that, in these next weeks,
what you have doce, and the sacrifice you have made,

will bring the honorable peace to which you have ded-
icated yourself.

I want to add that I am proud to have been
associated with you and your Administration in what
I am sure will be counted as historic achievements.

Einceraly,

MHuskie
Unit tates Senator

The President
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

%
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Saturday, Octobar 5, 1968
GEONFIDENTIAL 1:15 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT :
Nick Katsembach just called me about Bob Komer's situation.
1. We have Turkish agroment.

2. The story is likely to leak, simce the agremest ls kmown to
ths Tarkish Embassy in Washington.

3. Nick has a genuins fear that Fulbright and the Semate Foreign
Relatioms Committee doves will go to the wars against Bob becaunse
of kis Vietmam commection. He even fears they might not report out
bis name faverably.

4, Therefore -- if you share his assessment -- he thinks you
might make an iaterim appeiatment after the Congress goes homae.
It should, ideally, in Nick's judgment, be parhaps a week after
Coagress adjourns to avold the charge of bad faith.

5. Om the other hand, should the story leak, there may be
troubla with this track.

6. HNick asked me simply to report to you his view of the
dilsmama,which he percaivea.

DECLASSIFIED
White Housa Guidelines, Fab. 24, 1983

Byl NARA, Date =23
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Thursday, October 3, 1968

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants:

Senator Frank J. Lausche

Mr. Martin Hrablk -« Pres., Amer. Comm. for Liberation of Czech.
Mrs, Miloslava Hyvnar - Editor, Novy Svet-Czech Daily News
Honorable Ralph J. Perk - VP, Amer. Comm. for Liberation of Czech.
Mr. Alexander Mikula - Director, Slovak Volce of Cleveland

Mr. Steve Suhajcik - Nat, VP, Slovak League of America

Mr. Andrew Hudak, Jr. - Pres., N. Ohlo District of Slovak League
Mr, W. W. Rostow

Mr. N. Davis

SURBRJECT: Czechoslovak-American Leadors' Preosent Petition

Senator Lausche accompanied six Crech-American and Slovak- American
leaders from Ohilo to present a proclamation calling upon Americans
from '"the lowest to the highest office" to come to the ald of the Czech
and Slovak pecple. The proclamation, sponsored by the American
Committee for the Liberation of Csechoslovakia, was signed with about
10, 000 names. Mr. Rostow accepted it on behalf of the President.

The visitors said they realized we could not go to war to ald the Czechs
and Slovaks. Nevertheless, they were interested in the considerations
that went into U. S. pelicy. Mr. Rostow explained that we had had to
ask ourselves, first: whether we had a treaty or clear commitmaent to
defend Czechoslovakia., The answer had to be no. We had had to ask
ourselves if our Western European allies would join us in such an
enterprise. The answer had to be that allied support would be unlikely.
We had had to ask curselves whether the Csechs and Slovaks wanted

us to engage in war. The answer there, too, appeared to be no, as
evidenced by the Czechs' own decision not to resist the invasion by force
of arme. The Czechs apparently chose political rather than military
struggle. They made no appeal to the United Nations for military
assistance. Thelr attitude toward us seemed to be that we should "lie
low" in the period before the Invasion. We were really in no position
to go to war. The visitors affirmed that they understood.

RET¥ 1 7 T2 BE AN ADEINSTR Y
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CONFIDENTIAL .Z=

The visitors proposed the radical curtallment of cultural and economic
ralations with the Soviet Union. Messrs. Rostow and Davis explained
what we had already done in the cultural and political field. So far ae
econemic relations were concerned, Mr. Rostow explained that the
Soviets' principal trade was with Western Europe, and the Western
Earopean natlons werae not prepared to enter into an economic beycott.
Our economic relations with the Soviet Union are marginal, and do not
previde a practical Instrument te force a change in Soviet policy. The
visitors ralsed the analogy of Rhodesia -- saying that the UN had voted
sanctions. They sald we seemed more willing to halp Aslans than a
Christian nation in the heart of Furope.

The visitors proposed throwing the Russians and their allies out of the
OClymple Games in Mexico City. They sald the Olympics authorities

had taken this step against South Africa -- so why not Russia? They
said they had sent a message to Brundage along these lines. They hoped
the Communist athletes, Uf they were expelled, would carry home a
message about the cutrage of the world.

The visiters raleed the plight of the Czechoslovak refugees in Vienna

and elsewhere. This, they said, was thelr greatest concern. They

asked why the American government had not speedily opened ocur doors

to the Csech refugees, as we had after the Hungarlan uprising. Mr. Rostow
peinted out that the two situations were different and explained why. The
visitors said they must frankly acknowledge that there were suspicions of
collusion or some sort of agreement betwean the Americans and the
Ruselans. Canada and Australia had opened their doors, but America

had mot.

Mr. Rostow sald he belleved he was in a position to know whether there

had been any understandings between the Soviet and American Governments,
He could say categorically that no responsible American aofficlial had entered
into any agreement or understanding with the Soviets about Csechoslovakia,
The visitors indicated that they necepted this assurance,

Mr. Rostow explained some of the arguments for the refugees returning
to Csechoslovakia or staying in Eurepe, closer to their hemeland,
Senator Lauscha expressed his view that the Csechs should get out, and
should come here. Ancther of the visitors sald the Swiss were opening
thelr doors to the ablest and best trained of the refugees -- people who
would be a great asset to America.

"CONFIDENTIAL
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VIA LARRY TEMPLE
1105 p.m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Bill Jordea postpomed his departure to Paris uatil tomight
im order to get some family things dome.

If you had a moment to bave him come by and shake your hand,
it would streagthem his hand im Paris with the delegation and the press.

As 1 indicated yesterday, he can give you a more accurats
pictare of the delogatien press comtacts tham anyone else. He would
be completely candid with his President,

It is George Christian's judgment, so far as Bill's ability to
handle the Paris press, that it would be useful if you could briefly
see him,

W. W. Rostow

Yeou
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—TOP SEGRET—CODEWORD

Saturday, October 5, 1968
10:55 a.m.

Mr. Presldent:

You may wish to read this
heartening account of the improve-
ment in the Salgon port.

W. W. Rostow

WWERostow:rln
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Saigon Port

6. "Outside of Yokohama this is the best port
in the Far East," according to a US merchant ship
captain, Two years ago, Saigon was one of the
worst ports in the Far East. Today, however, con-
gestion at the port, which had slowed down delivery
of cargo essential to the military and economic
stabilization efforts, has been eliminated.

7. Cargo unloading is now as efficient as in
any other port of comparable size, and losses in
delivery are no greater than those in other major
ports in the world. Ship turn-around time has been
reduced from 58 days in October 1966 to six days
at present. The number of commercial ships waiting
off shore for berthing space in Saigon has dropped
during the same period from 25-35 to zero.

8. Two factors have led to this improvement:
a reduction in the amount of cargo handled and better
port management. Some of the burden has been lifted
from the port of Saigon with the opening of other
ports along the coast and the completion in mid-1967
of Newport, a purely military facility in Saigon.
In addition, the slowdown of commercial import ac-
tivity since Tet and faster pick-up of merchandise
by importers have also reduced the amount of cargo
in the port. Better management has been achieved
through the joint efforts of Vietnamese port of-
ficials and US advisory teams.

9. Charges of corruption are also less frequent,
as bribe demands have been reduced to more tolerable
levels following the introduction of improved ac-
countability controls in the port. Most of the remain-
ing complaints now center on the stevedoring firms,

5 -l it

..... Y . e

which can make life difficult for customs brokers,
shipping agents, and importers by stacking goods
carelessly to conceal thefts or claim difficulty
in locating specified goods. Losses of US aid
grant commodities between ship and final destina-
tion have been reduced to less than four percent,
and wholesale diversions have been eliminated.

" SANITIZED g R St i

E.O. 13282, Sec. 3.5
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Saturday, October 5, 1968
—r P SECRET - SENSITIVE — 9:55 a, m,

MR, PRESIDENT:
I recommend that you read this interesting CIA memorasdum.

It arcse from a questiom from Sect. Rusk. He asked If the substantial
repositioning of enemy foress in the northern part of South Vietnam and
arcund the DMZ could bhave amything to do with a decisioa to accept our DMZ
proposition, The answer is that:

-= the repositioning is substantial;
== it can be explained by cperational factore;

== it is comsistent with practice in provicus years;

-= the emamy coatinges to "pump large quantities of material into
the aren morth of the DME "

== there is no reduction in the average level of ememy firing frem
within and across the DMZ,

Raport concludes:

"It seems ualiksly, therefore, in view of the strategic valws of

the DMZ area to the Communists, that they would saslly acquiesce
in any agreoments with the allies which tended te restrict their
oporatioms in, through, and south of the DMZ, lot aloas usnilaterally
reduce their forces to any substantial degree ia this area for other
tham a short breathing spell. For Hanol to agree to moutralising
the DMZ would require it to make a major shift in its basic
strategy for waging war in South Vietmam, "

[ agree with the CIA assessment. But it is also true that what the
ensmy is dolag ls what he would do Af he expected that he might enter into
a DMZ agreement, simnce the forces pulled back into Laoce would be very
vulssrable under a DMZ agreement and the forces pulled north of the DMZ
would be in viclation of such an agreement.

We shall continus to watch this mébtter closely from both a military
and a diplomatic perspective,

Kay passages are marked.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
5 October 1968

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Status of North Vietnamese Forces in the
DMZ Area

: 1. A partial repositioning of MNorth Vietnamese
combat units from the northern portion of South Viet-
nam to base areas in Laos and north of the DMI has
been under way since early August., Similar, although
somewhat less extensive, moves in this area have been
noted in the past when the weather has made it dif-
ficult for the enemy to keep his troops supplied or
when enemy units have taken extremely heavy casualties.
This year, successful allied spoiling operations and
destruction of important caches of enemy food and
munitions, coupled with the effects of Typhoon Bess,
have maﬁu it unusually difficult for the North Viet-
naimess to keap their full. complement of units i
scperation in -this region. -

Tri-Thien-Hue Area )

2. The first MNorth Viestnamese units noted in
the current pullback from thelr cperaticonal area in
northern I Corps were those which had been positiored
in the A Shau Valley - Hue area. Beginning in early
August and continuing through mid-September, the
senior Communist regional headquarters in this sec-
tor, its forward tactical command headguarters, and
glements of fou- North Vietnamese Tegimernts——the” =,
EEh ‘9l 20th -2nd 90th--were dastected

viﬂg northwestward into the Laos’ pan z
of these units may have subseguently moved farther
northward into the western DMZI area.

Note: This memorandum was produced solely by CIA.

Tt was prepared by the Office of Current Intelligence
and coordinated with the O0ffice of National Estimates
and tha Director's Special Assistant for Vietnamese
Affairs.

EO 129%8 3.4(b)(1)>Z5¥cs
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10:15 a. m, e

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a draft instruction
you requested.

‘_._,.-—3) A l
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