








ACTING SECRETARY 3ALL WAS PFESENT AND STATED FLATLY THAT
SVERYONEZ AGREEZD THAT AN AIR STRIKE ON NORTH VIETNAMESE.
TARGETS SHOULD-SE:LAUNCHED. THE PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT WADE
THE FOLLOWING DAY STATED THAT THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION ¥AS
BASED ON A UNANIMOUS RECOMMENDATION.OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY
COuUNCIL.

" Ba. AT A NATIONAL. SECURITY. COUNCIL' MEETING HELD-THE:
FOLLOWING HORNING,, FEBRUARY. . 7,:AT 8308’ G.Ma, . THERE VAS

A DISCUSSION ‘OF ADDITIONALZ AIR STRIKES ON:NORTH: VIETNAMESE
TARGETS.. THE VICE PRESIDENT.'AND: SECRETARY’RUSK:WERE:BOTH
OUT ;OF::-TOYN," SPEAKER ‘MCCORMACK, SENATOR:MANSFIELD: AND
REP.,GERALD FORD .DID: ATTEND,

*'FOLLOWIVG THE *'DISCUSSION;. NOUNEW’ TARGELS” FOR-Us 5o PLANES
YEREAUTHORIZED . HOWEVER, * AUTHORIZAIION NAS. GIVEN:FOR:UlS..
PLANES..TO. ACCOMPANY: SOUTH: .VIETNAMESZ  PLANES- STRIKING TWO :TARGETS
IV NQRTH ‘VIETNAM.

C. :THE NSC: MEETING: OF ' FEBRUARY:’ lﬂ. ‘DISCUSSED*A PROPOSAL
THAT ‘UeSe PLANES:BE AUTHORIZED:TOSTRIKE -NORTH VIETINAMESE
TARGETS - IN RETALIATION FOR:-VIET:CONG BONBING OF A U.S. BARRACKS
AT QUI NHON. THE.VICE PRESIDEENT ATTENDED::BUT: SECRETARY
RUSK-WAS STILL QUT.OF TOWN.

' QUOTE.IN' RESPONSE TO  THE: PRESIDENT'S ‘DIRECT: QUESTIOV, THE VICE
PRESIDENT SAID HE HAD SOME 'DOUBTS.AS .TO WHETHER "THE STRIKE SHOULD
TAKE FLACE TODAY. OR WHETHER IT. SHOULD BE DELAYED:UNTIL MR.
KOSYGIN LEFT THE AREA. HE HAD MIXED FEELINGS ASOUT WHETHER WE
SHOULD RETALIATE AS SECRETARY MCHAMARA HAD RECOMMENDED, HE
SHARED THE STATE DEPARTMENTS'S VIEW THAT KOSYGIN'S
PRESENCE IN HANGI OR IN THE FAR EAST LIMITED OUR FREEDOM
OF :ACTION. END QUOTE

ACTING SECRETARY BALL.FIRST. SAID ¥E SHOULD HOLD: OFF ANY
REPRISAL ACTION UNTIL XOSYGIN LEFT THE -AREA. LATER IN THE®
MEETING: HE- ARGUED: FOR LIMITING: THZ'STBIKE TO' TARGETS  CLOSE
TO THE.DMZ BUT IN.THE END -ASREED ¥ITH THE 'RECOMMENDATION
THAT A" RETALIATORY.STRIKE:BE_ MADE: ON TARGETS. CLOSER.TO THE
DMZ. THE UeSe STRIKE -T00K.PLACE. ON: FEBRUARY 1 1.

‘De THZ VICE.PRESIDENTuQAS-PRESENT AT."THE FEBRUARY 18 NSC:
MEZTING WHEN ALL COUNCIL MENBERS AGREED TO A DECISION BY
THE PRESIDENT TO CONTINUE AIR AND NAVAL ACTION AGAINST
NORTH VIETNAM WHENEVER AND WHEREVER NECESSARY.
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) FoLLosxve" YS A PROPOSED BIRTHDAY. WEGSAGE TO
PRESIDENT'EAMON DO:VALERA:OF IRELAND. HE VILL.BE
EIGHTY-SIX;0N OCTOBER M. i) A e '

Yoyt HAVE SE"T-‘:HIH BIRTHDAY GR::.ETINuS EUCH YEAR- '
- TMRSTJOHNSON ‘AND 1 ‘SEND OUR. GREETINGS -AND WARM
~ WISHES- AND THOSE OF 'ALL’AMERICANS O¥ YOUR EIGH’I‘Y—L
* - SIXTH 'BIRTHDAY..'L KNOW. THAT YOUR LEADERSHIP ANRD
Y1SDOM; WILL -CONTINUE TO GUIDE ‘AND INSPIRE THE.
-PEOPLE OF IRELAND : 1'0 NEW LEVELS OE.ACNIEVEMEHI“'
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LoD E AT Cctober 11, 196

FROM WALT ROSTOW /
FOR THE PRESIDENT

Secretary Rusk, ia considering a formal recommendation to you
about seeing Eban on Monday or Twesday, wished to kmow:

-- whether the Presideat's plans would permit &)to see¢ Lban then;

-« whether the Presideat wished to see Kban.

Secretary Rusk himself weuld like to got going with Eban on Middie East
negotiating matters and would be glad to take an appoiatment with him
Menday or Tussday if you thought that wise.

Abe Feimberg told me that Lban had a message and iaformation for
you which his government had instructed him to present literally
oaly te you.

I believe you can guess what that information is.

(4



ACTION

B Friday, October 11, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Proposed Award of Legion of Merit to German Geaneral

General Peolk, Comnmander of U.S. forces in Eurepe, has propesed
the award of the Legion of Merit to General Albert Schanes, whe is
Commander of the German Federal Republic’s III Corps.

The Secretary of the Army, Ambassador Lodge and the State Department
coacur in the award.

General Polk bases his recommendation oa the major ceantribution
General Schaes has made to NATO and te U.S. Forces as Commanader of
a Germaa Corps.

The Secretary of Defense inteads to approve the award but wishes
you te know of his inteatiom before he acts because:

1. There may be some Ceangressional criticism based ea accusatioas,
which we can neither prove or disprove, that Gensral Schres had
pro-Nasi seatimeats daring World War II; and

Z. There may be some uniaverable reacties in the Neotheorlaads and
Norway arising out of their objections to Gensral Sshanes being
givea a NATO command position in 1967. The Federal German
Republic withdrew his nomination.

I recommend that you autherize Secretary Clifford to go ahead--with

the understanding that the award ceremonies be kept very low-key, as
suggested by Ambassador Lodge.

W. W. Rostow

Tell Secretary Clifford to go ahead
Do net make award I

Call me
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SEGREE-
’) 7
Friday, October 11, 1968 / r,f, gy
10:15 a. m. ‘f 4l

Mr., President:

We have been recelving all sorts
of reports about Hanol's intentions,
7& these two recent ones should interest
o

e

25X1A W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

SEERET—

Friday, October 11, 1968
9:55 a. m.

Mr. President:
You will be Interested in this

report of what Gromyko told Debre
about Vietnam and Phantoms.

W. W, Rostow
25X1A

SECKET

WWRostow:rln
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USZ SECTION 1 OF I PARIS XrmR

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AN ARTICLE BY HINRY TANNER GIVEN US
PRIVATZLY AND FILED FROd PARIS LAST NIGHT SUT WHICH WE UNDER-
STAND wILL NOT BL REPRODUCED IN THE TIXES.UNTIL TOMORROW. IN
VIEW OF ITS UNUSUAL INTZREST 1 SUGGEST THAT IT BE BROUGHT

TO THE PRESIDENT JS ATTENTION PRIOR TO HIS TALK WITH DEBRE
THIS HMORNING.

BENEATH THE UNRUFFLED APPEARALCE OF FRENCH DIPLOMACY

THESE DAYS, THZRZ IS A WIDE ACCEZPTANCE OF THE FACT THAT THE
FOUNDATION OF PRESIDENT DZ GAULLE JS CONCEZPT OF FOREIGN POLICY
HaS BEEN SHAKZN IF NOT DZSTROYID BY THE SOVIET INTERVENTION

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

THE PRESIDZNT IS UNDZRSTOOD TO HAVZ ORDERED A SWEEPING

POLICY REVIEYW UNDER THE DIRECTION OF PRIME MINISTER MAURICE
COUVE Dz MURVILLE, wITH CONCLUSIONS TOC BE SUBMITTED TO HIM

IN DECEMEER. THZ VALIDITY OF GAULLIST MILITARY STRATEGY AS
wELL AS ECONOMIC POLICIES AND DIPLOXACY ARE TO BE RL-EXAMIV?D,
ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES M

THERE ARE RELIABLZI RZIPORTS THAT THZ GENERAL HIMSELF IS

FAR MORE DEzPLY UPSET OVER THE SOVIET MILITARY INTERVZNTION
THAN HZ LETS ON PUBLICLY. HE IS REPORTEZD TO FEEL THAT THZ
DANGZR OF ARNZID CCJFLICT HAS 3EZEN DIASTICALLY INCRZIASED.

AND HE IS ¥XNOuN TO B BITTERLY AWARE OF TH:E FACT THAT THE
PaY-JUNE UPHEAVAL RC3BZD HIX OF THz ¥zAN5 TO PURSUE KIS ATTACK
ON THE wGRLD uHONITARY SYSTZY 8aSzD ON THZ DILLAR.

, | Ve
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_ IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SOVIET INVASION OF CZZCHOSLOVAKIA
THERE yERE INDICATIONS THAT THE PRESIDENT THOUGHT HE COULD CARRY
ON AS BZFORE.

THE FIRST OFFICIAL STATEZMENTS WERE FORCZFUL CONDZMNATIONS

OF THE SOVIET INTERVENTION. BUT BY TREATING THZ CZECHOSLOVAK
CRISIS AS JUST ANOTHZR MANIFZSTATION OF THE "SPIRIT OF YALTA,"
THE DIVISION OF THE WORLD BY THE SUPERPOWERS, THE FRENCH GOVERN-
MENT SEEMED TO SAY THAT THE REAL CULPRIT WAS NOT THE KRZMLIN BUT
THE ENTIRE EVIL "SYSTEM OF THE POWER BLOCS" OF WHICH WASHINGTON
IS AS MUCH A PART AS 1M0SCO%. THE AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN THE
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC wAS MZNTION:ZD IN ONE OF THESZ STATEMENTS.

DURING THOSE EARLY WEEZKS,UP THROUGH THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS
CONFEREZNCE ON SEIPTEMBER NINZ THE FRENCH APPZALED FOR A CONTINUATION
OF THZ POLICY OF DZTENTZ WITH THE SOVIET UNION WITHOUT MAKING

THIS CONTINGENT ON A UITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS FROMl CZECH=- .
OSLOVAKIA.

THIS POSITION CAME UNDZR SHARP FIRE AT A CONFERENCZ OF GAULLIST
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMZNT IN LA BAULE, AN ATLANTIC SEASIDE

RESORT, IN MID-SEPTEMBER. TH: CRITICS INCLUDED NOT JUST MEMBERS
‘OF THE CONSERVATIVE wING OF THE PARTY BUT ALSO LEFTWING GAULLISTS
NORMALLY INCLINED TO EMPHASIZE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH MOSCOY.

IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARD FORZIGN MINISTER MICHZL DEBRE LINKED
CONTINUATION OF DETENTE FOR THZ FIRST TIME WITH THE WITHDRAWAL
OF SOVIET TROOPS IN A PUBLIC SPEECH.

THE SZCOND CRESCENDO CAME LAST WEKXK. MR. DEBRZ, IN A
GOVERNMENT- DECLARATION TO THE NATIONAL ASSzZM3LY, FOR THE FIRST
TIME DZFINZD THE FRENCH POSITION NOT MERELY IN TERMS OF a
CONDEMNATION OF MOSCO% BUT IN TERMS OF SUPPORT FOR THE CZECHS.

"THE RIGHTS OF THE HUMAN PERSON" WERE STILL BEING "HELD

- IN CONTZMPTS IN EASTERN ZURCPEZ ,” AND THE CZECHOSLOVAKS HAD NOT
YET BEEN ALLOWED ZTO REGAIN THLIR FREEDOY OF ACTION,"

HE SpID. RESUAPTION OF DETENTZ WITH MOSCOY THUS WAS MADE
CONTINGENT, FOR THE FIRST TIME, ON THE SOVIZT UNION®S WILLINGNESS
T0 RECOGVIZE THE SOVERIEGNTY AND "PERSONALITY™ OF HER NEIGHBORS.

FRENCH OFFICIALS DESCRIBED THIS AS A DELI3ERATE AND

LIMITZD OFFICIAL uS:Z
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~ IMPORTANT SYITCH.

" IT WAS REGARDED pS THE FIRST ACKNOWLEDSMENT BY GENERAL T

- DE GAULLE THAT THERZ IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN HIS POLICY OF :
DETENTE wITH THE SOVIET UNION AND HIS CAMPAISN FOR THE

INDEPZNDENCE OF SMALL AND MIDDLE-SIZED NATIONS WITHIN BOTH

THE AMERICAN AND THE SOVIET "HEGEMONIES."™ SHRIVER

‘Gﬂﬂﬁﬂfﬁf.w_ L) 0rFIG!:fil use
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HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS CONCEDE THAT THE BASIC GAULLIST
ASSUMPTION WHICH EMERGED FROM GENZRAL DE GAULLE'S VISIT TO THE
,SOVIIET UNION IN JUNE 1966 HAS BEEN PROVLD WRONG BY CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

, ﬁ%HIS ASSUMPTION WAS THAT THE SOVIETS HAD MOVuD FAR

ENCJ3H TOWARD PEACEFULNESS AND LIBERALISM IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
TO PERMIT A WESTERN STATZSMAN TO CLAIM THEZIR FRIENDSHIP WHILE
AT THZ SpMc TIMz ENCOURAGING THE POLES, CZECHOSLOVAKS,

‘HUNGARIANS AND OTHERS TO DEMAND NATIONAL SOVERIGNTY.

PARIS OFFICIALS NOW ARE TALKING ABOUT WAYS TO GIVE
ACTIVE HELP TO THE CZECHOSLOVAKS. THE POSSIBILITY OF FINANCIAL

. ASSISTANCE, IN' THE FORM OF LONGTERM CREDITS, IS BEING DISCUSSED.

THE FRENCH ARE PURSUING THEIR PROGRAMS OF TECHNICAL,

~ SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL COOPZIRATION WITH THZ SOVIETS. BUT

POLITICAL CONSULTATION, WHICH WAS AN ESSZNTIAL PART OF THE
RAPROCHEHMENT AFTER THE GENERAL'S MOSCOW VISIT, HAS BEEN HALTED.

THE UNPUBLICIZED ByT FREQUENT MEETINGS BETWZEN FRENCH AND
SOVIET OFFICIALS THAT HAVE BEEN TAXINS PLACE IN BOTH CAPITALS
FOR THE PoST TWO YEARS HAVE CEASED, ACCORDING TO INFORMED
SOURCES.

THZREFORE, SINCE FRENCH GOVERNMENT SPECIALISTS ARE
PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THZ PROSPECTS OF AN EARLY LOOSENING OF THE

. SOVIET GRIP ON THE CZECHOSLOVAXS, IT MUST 3E ASSUMED THAT

1]

* POLITICAL COOPERATION B&ZTyzZEN MOSCOW AND PARIS WILL REMAIN AT A.

VERY LOY LEVZL FOR A LONG TIME.

CONFIDENTIAL
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THZISZ SPECIALISTS NOy FZEL THAT LIBERALIZATION IN
EASTERN EURPOE wILL REMAIN STAGNANT UNTIL "THE HERESY REACHES '
ROME,"™ IE THE SOVIET UNION, AND THAT THIS IS A LONG, LONG TIME OFF.

IT WOULD BE NICE TO REPORT THAT THE DETERIORATION IN FRENCH-
SOVIET RELATIONS HAS LED TO A CORRESPOMNDING IMPROVZMZNT IN
FRENCH-AMERICAN RELATIONS. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO THIS EFFECT.

FRENCH OFFICIAL BLANDLY OBSERVE THAT THERzZ HAS BEEN "NO
UNPLEASANTNZSS™ BZTWEEN. PARIS AND WASHINGTON FOR THE PAST SIX OR
SLVEN MONTHS, CONTRARY TO PRECEDIN3S PERIODS.

THIS IS BECAUSE GENERAL DE GAULLE RECOSNIZED PRESIDENT

JOHNSON 'S MARCH 339 SPZECH WHICH LED TO NEGOTIATION ON VIETNAM AS A
POSITIVE AND “"COURAGEOUS™ ACT; BECAUSE AMERICANS AND VIETNAMESE
ARE NiGOTIATING IN PARIS, THUS IMPOSING ON THEIR FRENCH HOSTS THE
OBLIGATION OF DISCRZTION, AND BECAUSZ THE FRENCH FRANC

waAS SO WEAKENED DyURING MAY AND JUNE THAT IT HAS CEASED TO BE A
GOOD LEVER AGAINST THE DOLLAR.

ALL THESE CHANGES PRECEDE CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

SOME GAULLIST MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND

NOT A FEw PLAIN CITIZENS WHO ARE USED TO GENERAL DE SAULLE'S

" HABIT OF EQUATING THE AMERICAN AND SOVIET "HEGEAONIEZS”"

CONFESS TO HAVING SOMEWHAT KINDLIZR FECLINGS TOWARD THE UNITED
STAT=S AS A RESULT OF THE SOVIET AFFAIR.

TWO WEZKS AS0, AMBASSADOR SARSENT SHRIVER®S SPE:LCH AT

A COMMEMORATION ON THE BATTLEFILED OF VERDUN WAS PERMITTED TO
RUN FOR NEARLY FIFTEEN MINUTZS ON THZ SOVERNMENT'S TELEVISION
NETYORK~-g VIRTUALLY UNPREZCEDENTED KIND OF EXPOSURE OF

AN AMERICAN DIPLOHAT.,

BuT O3SERVERS POINT OuT THAT THIS MAY WELL HAVE BEEN A

CAS: OF GOOD DOMESTIC PCLITICS=--g 2IMONSTRATION TO SLIGHTLY
WORRIED FRENCH CITIZZNS THAT WITH EVEN THOUGH ITS FRIENDSHIP
WITH THZ EAST HAS SOURED, THE GAULLIST GOVERNMENT IS NOT

. ANGRY AT EZVERY30DY. SHRIVER

NOT=: SECTION ONE RECEIVED AS LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. SERVICED FOR

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
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EXDIS

FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MEMORANDUM HANDED TO THIS EMBASSY
BY BRITISH MINISTER., THIS MEMORANDUM HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO
BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE AND WE SENDING IT TO DEPARTMENT

FOR ITS INFORMATION SINCE WE UNDERSTAND BRITISH MAY BE BRINGING
PART OF ALL OF IT TO DEPARTMENT®S ATTENTION.

BEGIN TEXT.

1. THE STATE DEPARTHMENT AND THE FOREIGN OFFICE FEZEL THAT
THERE ARE DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS ABOUT RESPONDING TO
GENERAL DE GAULLE®'S RE¥NARXS TO MR. SHRIVER ON 23 SEPTEMBER.
THIS IS NOT DCUBT TRUE. BUT THERE ARE ALSO DANGER IN MAKING
NO RESPONSE.

2. AFTER fALL, THE GENERAL HAS TOLD THE UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR
THAT IT IS HIS CLEAR. JUDGMENT- THAT- THE-AMERICANS WILL NOT
USE THEIR FULL NUCLEAR POWER TO PROTECT GERMANY OR THE

REST OF WESTERN EUROPE AGAINST SOVIET ATTACK; AND HE HAS -
SAID THAT THE WEST LACKXS THE POWER TO RESIST SUCH AN ATTACK
BY CONVENTIONAL MEANS., THIS AMOUNTS TO SAYING THAT THE
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE IS A BLUFF WHICH THE RUSSIANS COULD CALL
WITH SUCCESS IF THEY DECIDED TO TAKE THE RISX. THE GENERAL
HAS ALSO ASKED THE DIRECT QUESTION WHAT THE UMITED STATES
WOULD DO IF THE RUSSIANS ATTACKED THE FEDERAL REPUSLIC.

THE GERMANS KNOW THAT HE HAS SAID ALL THIS.

3. THE HEAD OF THE FRENCH STATE IS SURELY ENTITLED TG A

MORE FORMAL REPLY TO HIS REMARKS THAN THE IMMEDIATE
REACTION OF THE AMERICAN EMBASSY SPEAXING WITHOUT

TECR™R
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6. IT MAY BE THAT THE GENERAL WILL REJECT A PROPOSAL FOR
TALKS. IF S0, wi CAN AT LEAST SAY THAT YE TRIED. aND WE
DEPRIVED HIN OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SAYING THAT HIS ADVANCES
HAVE BEEN IGNORED.

7. IT MAY ALSO BE THAT TALKS ARE HELD AND THAT THE GENERAL
HANDLES THEM wITH A VIEy NOT TO REACHING AN HONEST AGREEHMENT,
BUT TO UNDERMINING EUROPEAN CONFIDENCE IN THE AMERICAN
DETERRENT. wE MUST HAVE THZ POSSIBILITY IN MIND. WE :
SHOULD, HOWEVER N BE CAPABLE OF HANDLING THEZ TALKS SO THAT
EVEN IF THEY FAIL THEY RyUB INTO THZI GERMANS AND THE FACT THAT
THE NoTO GUARANTEE aND THE AMERICAN DETERRENT IS THE BASIS

OF THEIR SECURITY, AND THAT THE FRENCH DETERRLVT IS NOT

A POSSIBLE ALTEZRNATIVEZ.,

3. IT wOULD HOWEVER BE WRONG TO TAXE IT FOR GRANTED IN
ADVANCE THAT THE GENZRAL IS ACTING IN 3aD FAITH ON THIS OCCASION M
THERE ARE SIGNS WOw THAT HZ IS SERIOUSLY RETHINKING HIS
ATTITUDZ TOWARDS THE RUSSIANS IN THZ LIGHT OF WHAT THEY ARE
DOING IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. DEBRZ 'S SPEECH IN THE NATIONAL
ASSENBLY LAST yeiK STRUCK A VERY DIFFERENT NOTE FROM HIS
FIRST DESCRIPTION OF THZ RZSSIAN IMVASION AS A MZRE "ROAD
ACCIDENT™. HE TOLD THE ASSzZM3LY THAT, IF THE RUSSIANS

MEANT TO ABANDON FRUITFUL COOPERATION WITH WESTERN EUROPE N
THEN DEFENCE REQUIREAEZNTS WOULD HAVEZ TO TAKE PRECEDENCE
OVZR EVERY OTHER CONSIDZRATION. GENZIRAL DE GAULLE HaD

- ALREADY HINTED THE SAME THING IN HIS PRESS CONFzZRENCE.

9. IT LOOXS, THERZFORZ, pAS IF THE GENERAL IS REVISING HIS

- ESTIMATE OF SOVIET INTENTIONS. IF HZ CONCLUDES THAT THE RUSSIANS
HAVE RZVERTED TO POST-WaR STALINIST POLICIES HE COULD DO

BECREF— -
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OVE OF TwO THINGS:

(I> HE COULD LEAVE THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE ON THE GROUNDS
THAT MEMBERSHIP PROVOXED THE RUSSIANS WITHOUT GIVING SECURITY
8GAINST THEM.

¢II) Hz COULD PEVLRT T0 HIS OWN POST-<WAR POLICY AT THE TIML
OF COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN 1947/48. THIS WAS THE PERIOD
WHEN HE wAS CALLING FOR A ALLIANCEZ OF THE WESTERN POWERS
AGAINST SOVIET AGGRESSION AND FOR ap STRONG AMERICAN
COMMITMENT TO EUROCPE. THE GENZRAL COULD GO BACK TO

- THIS LINE wITHQOUT ANY INCONSISTENCY. HE COULD SAY THAT IT
waS THE RUSSIANS wHO HAD CHANSZD AND NOT HIMSELF. THIS
WOULD BE A LOT EASIER FOR HIW THAT EMBRACING A NEVW

IDEA AT HIS AGE.

_12. HERE IS ANOTHzZR STRONG ARGUMENT AGAINST PASSING OVER.

IN SILENCE WHAT THZ GeNz=RAL 541D TO MR. SHRIVER ON 23 SEIPTENBER.
HE ALSO SpID TO MR. SOAMES O 21 SEPTEMBER THAT THE

SITUATICN wAS DISTUR3ED AND MIGHT 3ECO¥Mz DANGEROUS AND

THAT IN SUCH CONDITIONS FRANCEZ AND BRITIAN NATURALLY LOOKED
TOwARDS EACH OTHER. THE GENZRAL MaAY GENUINELY 3E WONDERING

YHAT IS BEST FOR THE SECURITY OF FRANCE AND HOW FAR SHE

- CAN RZLY ON THE AMERICANS AND BRITISH IF THE RUSSIANS GET

REALLY NASTY. SURELY IT IS BETTER TO SOUND HIM OUT AND TRY

A FEY IDEAS ON HIM THAN TO LET THINGS SLIDE IN SILENCE.

11. THE GENERAL ¥MAY REALLY BE HESITATING BETWEEN LEAVING

THE ALLIANCZ OR NOTM IF WE CAN INFLUENCE HIM THE RIGHT wAaY, THERE
MaY 3 A GERM HERE OF SOMz KIND OF EXTENSION OF EUROPEAN :
COOPERATION IN MATTERS OF DEFzINCE. END TEXT. SHRIVER®
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with Italian Foreign Minister Medici
on Friday, October 11, at 12:00 Noon

Attached is Secretary Rusk's briefing memorandum for your talk with
Medici.

This should be a straightforward meeting, with the emphasis probably
on NATO's response to the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia.

The key points are:

-- You may want to stress our commitment to the defense of
Europe and the need to strengthen NATO. Italy is active and
important in this. Our own response depends on what ¥ur
European allies do.

-~ Medici would appreciate hearing about the Paris talks -- what
the outlook is.

-- Italy has a caretaker government. You might ask Medici about
the prospects for the formation of a new coalition gowe ranment
after this month's Socialist Party Congress.

Medici may raise some specific bilateral problems:

-- Civil aviation. The Italians want a new agreement. We are pre-
pared to negotiate, but the Italian proposals are unbalanced. If
they cut their demands, the negotiations could move more quickly.
A balanced agreement i{s necessary.

-- Protectionist trends in the U.S., particularly as they affect Italy.
The Italians are worried about new restrictions on textiles and
steel. They know you oppose protectionist measures, but are
afraid of what may happen next year.

You may wish to tell Medici that protectionist measures in Europe
weaken the hand of the U.S. Administration in dealing with pro-
tectionists. For example, we have been hust by European border

GONFIDENTIAL
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tax adjustments, subsidies, and various non-tariff barriers.
Ve will all have to work hariler to keep trade growing.
Medici will be accompanied by Ambassador Ortona and Roberto Gaja
of the Italian Foreign Ministry. State is sending Charles Johnson, the

country director.

I will be standing by with Ed Fried.

W, W. Rostow

ERF:JKN:mst
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Italian Ambassador Egidio Ortona and Ambassador
Roberto Gaja, Director General for Political Affairs
in the Foreign Ministry, will accompany Medici. The
Acting Country Director for Austria-Italy-and Swit-
zerland, Charles Johnson, will also be present. Foreign
Minister Medici is proficient in English and no inter-
preter will be required. Enclosed are a talking points
paper and biographic sketches on Medici and Gaja.

7ty

ean Rusk

Enclosures:

l. Talking points.
2. Biographic sketches.

CONrIDENTIAL
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Thursday, October 10, 196°

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with French Foreigg Minister
Michel Debre on Friday, October 11, at 10:30 a.m.

Attached is Secretary Rusk's good briefing and talking points
memo for your meeting with Debre. I have nothing to add. The
meeting may give you an opportunity to determine whether
Czechoslovakia made any dent on de Gaulle's outlook on Europe.

Ambassador Lucet will accompany Debre. State is sending
Charles Tanguay, the country director, and Mr. Toumayan,
the interpreter.

1 will be standing by with Ed Fried.

W. W. Rostow

ERF:mst















\
o

SECRETTEXDIS
TO: Amembassy LONDON IMMEDIATE

INFO Amembassy AMMAN IMMEDIATE
USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE

1%

1. Appropriate Senlor Embassy Officer should deliver following oral
message from the President to King Hussein soonest: ''Your Majesty,

as you are aware, I have instructed the Secretary of State to open
negotiations for the sale of Phantom jet aircraft to Israel. I trust

that you will understand the ciicumstances that led me to take this

action, which in no way diminishes our full and unequivocal support for
Ambassador Jarring's efforts to bring about a peaceful solution of the
Arab-lsrael crisis. Please be assured that it continues to be our policy
to facilitate in every possible way Ambassador Jarring's important
mission. I have been gratified by your cooperation with Ambassador
Jarring and remain hopeful that our joint search for peace in the Middle
East will come to a successful conclusion.

2, I would also like to assure you that our commitment to and support
for your wise leadership, as affirmed in my messages to you of
February 1l and June 4, remain undiminished. 1 highly value our close
relations as being in the joint interests of our two countries. You can
rest assured that my government desires to maintain -- and strengthen --
this relationship and that we are prepared to give full support to Your
Majesty's efforts to find an honorable andequitable solution to the problems

that beset you. Please accept my most cordial regards.'" End Quote,

SECRET/EXDIS
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3. In delivering this message you may wish to elaborate, drawing

upon guidance contained in State 252286.
4. FOR AMMAN: Charge should inform Prime Minister of gist of

message after l.ondon confirms delivery to King Hussein.

END

SEERET/EXDIS
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~SUBJECT =~ VIEV OF [ [ e e @uﬂzv
SV T[T VICE PRESIDENT KY THAT PRESIDENT THIEWS -« . C-: -

. '~-~E:;;; ALERT ORDER UAS NOT DIRECTED TOWARDS SO

0T WAS RESULT OF_COHCERN OVER FUTURE ROLE

' .'UT'€ENEqAL MINK

aca . vIETNam, SATGON (12 OCTOBER 1968) FIELD O

~SOURCE

1. . supmargEd

T it “-;-gf‘; :
VICE PRESIDENT WaUYEN CAO K NoT RJ>’
RBEL TSV -THAT PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIZU SELIEVES THAT "= -y
EKY~1S PLOTTING -AGAINST HIM. - KY BELISVE. THAT THIEU j
1S . CONCERNED OVER THE FUTU?~[%UE7—U' GENSRAL DUONG VAN : A
WITH T —_JONE OF THIEU'S ¢AJOR WORRIE s '..»g*q-z.f
AS SEEV THAT THE AYERICANS WOULD LET HI¥ DOWN AMD AT. THE _ Soh
$RISENT THITU BELIEVES THAT MISH IS GOING TG JOIY WITH THE“BUDDHISTS

"BND.WITH AMERICeN SUPPORT SET UP A NEY GOVERMMENT WHICHN = 4 ~ . = -
- €Al BRING PEACE.. . INFORMED .OF. THE COUP ALERT ORDER . - . :

AT 1622 HOU RS ON CTOB=R AWD DISCUSSZD IT WITH KY &b - -'F'l-'"‘"

_HOUR LATIR. | IKY THOUSHT THE ORDER TO BE STRANSE = .
SINET I¥ THEZ PAS CH MATTSRS WERE USUALLY HANDLED IdFORxALLY
AND DISCREZTLY. ALSO DISCUSSZD THE ALERT WITH — ¢

‘¥aJOR GEJERAL NSUYEN §50C |.c:m.[_l
AWD THEY ECTH LAUSMED OVIR IT.
BILONELY ¥

JTHIZU I3
ND DOZS MOT TRYST KIS CLOSE ADVISORS. ' KHAE-IG
YY A¥D LOadN BELIEZVE THAT THIEU. WILL "~ .. -
EVENTUALLY TU3IN 2ACK TO THI "YOG TIRY G°0UP AND
Ac& TEZIR HELP IM SZRVING THE COUNIRY, =
LOASTRCLOZZIR' S OSSERVATION THAT JCTCOEER ~OL"D B*‘ A V"’ZY Bat .
"0 2TH. FO‘-’ ‘-‘I- ¥AY ALSO 2% I‘HLU.:?‘CI‘\' THIZU' S ““"*WIC)Po.._. “BsummAry.

S A T g ! - s ol T T
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aNNGLYW GAG KY HAD DISCUSSZD THE RECENT COUP. ALERT. ON .:r*
8 QCTOBER, AND! AGREED THAT DESPITE RUMORS TO THE COVIRARY

“PRESID?VT NGU N THIEU W IORRIED THAT KY WAS - .-, ..:u
FQPLOTTIVa AGAINST HIM. XY REASONED THAT THE . ‘:ii-.
. ALERT GREW OUT OF THIEU'S. CONCERN OVER THE ROLE _‘;'

-+,GENERAL DUONG VAN (BIG MINH WILL PLAY AND JHAT AuTIOVS
THE AMZRICAN GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE BETW

- PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. HEE
£ THIEU PROBA
i NG T0 VIETNAM EARLY RATHER THAN THE 1 NOVEMBER DATE -

&iTHIEU DESIRED BECAUSE MINH FIGURED IN SOME AMERICAN SCHEME TO
~EFFECT SOME SORT OF SETTLEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM PRIOR TO .
~ELECTION DAY, KY\ JTHOUGHT IT SIGNIFICANT = -
> THAT THIEU ISSUED ALERT ORDER SHORTLY AFTER THEIU R
» FINISHED HIS FIRST LUNCHEON MEETING WITH MINH. - KY[ S
- THOUGHT THAT THIEU WAS PROBABLY CONCERNED OVER MINH™S— .
“RECENT MEETING WITH MILITANT BUDDHIST LEADER THICH TRI1

. QUANG AND SPECULATED THAT MINH MIGHT HAVE BEEN LEYS .
i COOPERATIVE AT THE «

l:{:J KY L
A JTHOUGHT THAT THE ALERT ORDER WAS STRANGE SINCE IT
“SEEMED UNNECESSARILY LONG AND DETAILED AND SUGGESTED o
THIZU HAD BEEN UNNERVED WHEN HE %ROTE IT.

iIN THE PAST THZ USUAL MANNER FOR HANDLIMG SUCH MATISRS WAS 10

. THE WORD INFROMALLY AND DISCREETLY, | |
KY BELEIVED THAT BROADCASTING THE PRES EARS TO THE

AREED FORCES YOULD ENGENDER MUCH UNCERTAINTY AND COULD HURT ™o\ - - ° -
TROOP MORALE. THE ALERT ORDER WILL . - N
-PROBABLY PRCDUCI WANY RUFORS THAT A LARGE NUMBEROF <. 7 7

"LMPORTANT OFFICERS AND CIVILIANS KAD °¢EN JAILED. l h
HAD ALREADY HAD A PHONE CALL FROM A UPI REPORTER 1 T
1T WERE TRUE THAT SIX MARINE OFFICERS HAD BEEN AR?:SThD T0

WHICK IZ SAID WE REPLIED ANGRILY THAT NO MARINE OFFIC
BEEN ARRESTED. . ‘ NO MARINE OFFICERS HaD
?99w¢‘;~},.,p_r-<**'"“

NN

e e e el
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'J“"""‘“““I“G“‘“‘jisn*TpigIT 7AS 50 WIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT KY .
“WAS CONSPIRTC ACAINST THIEU THAT THE RUNORS TO THIS EFFECT

)\‘”

"THOUGR KY AND OTHER GENERALS DO bO

" KNOW THAT THEY CANNOT SETTLE TH:E SCO? S

UVTIL THZ REAL ENEWMY --THE VIZT COV"-- IS DEFEATZID.
- e ‘

[OAN AND KY BELIEVE THIEU WILL %)
ACK TO THS "YCUNG TURK® GENERALS AND. ASK

N -
THEN E \tD HELP SULL MIS CHISNUTS OUT OF THE FIRZ. ;>” o
¢ THIS IS MOT A NEY IDEA, BUT HE RECINTLY HAS |
| E E WHICH MAKES HI% THINK IT WIGHT COME TO PASS

o COONE? THAN MOST PEOPLE THINK. | | TEIZU '

- IS A VERY LOMNELY ¥AN AND DCES NOT TARUST ANY OF HIS CLOS" ADVISOq
HZ 1S DISARPQINTEZD- IM AND DISTRUSTFUL OF

LIZUTENANT GENERAL DC CAQ TRI AND IS MIZHLY SUSPICIOUS OF

NGUYEN VAN HUONG, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THZ PREISIDENCY,

ALTHCUGH GENEXAL TRAM THIEZN KHMIEY STILL HAS THIZU'S

SUPPORT,

THIEY DOFS NOT HAVE FULL COWFIDEUCT IN ¥HIEW.

SINCE THIEU HEAS NO ONE HT TRUSTS COMPLETELY,

ST TO wHO HE Cau TURU, HE IS I1SOLATED, IT
S TIME FCR THEX TO ¥END THEIR DIFFEREZNCES. B
L ILFIZU nAY HAVE THOUGHT HE CCULT COUNT

ON MINH'S SUPPCRT, BUT MIMH HAY HAVE HMADE IT CLZAR AT THE

LONCHZCN THAT WHILZ HE 'OULD NOT OPPOSE THIZU NEITHER

.4 HE CLINB ONTO THE THITU EANDWAGOM. [ 1
THIEU IS A "WITH ME OR AGAINST ME™ TYPE &¥D

BLY INTE RP STED MINK'S MOVE AS 4 EASICALLY hOﬁLILE ACT.

e T |
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FEARS ONE OF THIEU' 3 MAJOR HORRI”S WAS THAT THE,
~AMERICANS WOULD LET HIM DOWN. AT THE PRESENT TIME. THIEU .
. UNDOUBTEDLY BELIEVES THAT MINHK IS GOING TO GET = -
‘TOGETHER WITH THE BUDDKISTS aND WITH AMERICAN SUPPORT SET UP
A _HEW GOVERNMENT WHICH CAN BRING PEACE TO THE COUNTRY.

KY ALSO THINKS THIS IS WHAT THIEU el T T
THIEU FEARS AN ALLIANCE OF . -7 hl-ioo o oo
| A IG MINH AND HIS SCUTHERN SUPPORTERS, .« :

" THE . MILITANT BUDDHISTS AND THE AMERICANS. IF SUCH AN

ALLIANCE OCCURS, THIEU CAN FEAR SOME STRONG

| £TS AND}REACTIONS
.Fnog THE MILIANT NORTHERN CATHOLICS. THUS, e s

THIEU IS CAUGKT IN THE MIDDLE AND FEELS FORE AND MORE - ]j..“%ﬁnf;nfg"i
ATED. THOSE HE CALLS IN TO HELP HIM EITHER LET H dN

OR _CANNOT ADAPT TO THE CHANGED CIRCUHSTANCES.

[GENERAL TRI IN THIS CATEGORY,
BECAUSE 1 VAS
WOT HAPPY WITH TRI.. THUS, )

YOUNZ TURK GROUP EXPECT THE CALL T0 RETURN AND SAVE THE .« oo i
DAY AND | | HAS HEARD THE INDICATIONS OF SUCH‘C,CALL. B S P
e ,8. . T . .. FPUIRN . L e

COMHENT, ~ KY DID RETURN TO SAIGON ON 13 OCTOBER) |

9, A FINAL POINT MI e
INELUENETNG—TFIEﬁrg—ﬁg%AVIOR. MRS. IMTEU‘TEEE‘ | ~
RECENTLY THAT THEIR ASTROLOGER HAD TOLD THEM THA SR WOULD
BE A VERY B2D MONTH FOR THE THIEU'S. WHEN
ONE HAS LIVED HIS LIFE BY THE STARS ALDL§T“§S’THHNF1ﬂnnT~—-J. L
§00D TO HIM KE IS NOT INCLINED TO TAXE ASTROLOGY'S. WARNING o
LIGHTLY. e
.10, g;;;;;olsssm: STATE CAMBASSADOR 'BUNKER, DEPUTx AMBASSA oR
8ERGER, CAL COUNSELOR) USMACV (GENERAL ABRANS, AMBASSADOR

ROMER, 'MAJOR GENERAL DAVISDOS) AIR FORCEZ (GENERAL BROWN) CINCPAC
PACFLT ARPAC PACAF/*

DRARYS



ACTION
Thursday - October 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Award from The Pan American Society of the
United States

The Pan American Society of the United States wishes to present
you with its highest award in view of your outstanding efforts on
behalf of inter-American friendship. Secretary Rusk and Am-
bassador Sevilla-Sacasa are among the honorary presidents of
this organization, which presented the award earlier to Pres-
idents Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower and Kennedy.

State recommends that you accept the award and receive a small
delegation from the Society for that purpose. I agree.

WwW. W. Rostow

Approve
Disapprove

Call me

Attachment - Letter to President from President of The Pan
American Society - October 3, 1968.

SWLewis:mm
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THE PAN AMERICAN SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES, INC.

FOUNDED 1912
630 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10020

October 3, 1968

The Honhorable

Lyndon Baines Johnson
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

- The Council of the Pan American Society of the
United States in meeting October 1, 1968 unanimously
voted to confer upon you the Society's Gold Insigne,
its highest award, in recognition of the outstanding
contributions you have made throughout your life, and
particularly during your distinguished Presidency, to
the cause of inter-American knowledge, understanding,
friendship and well being. '

We would be delighted if the presentation could
take place at a banquet in your honor., If that would
be impractical, however, we would welcome the oppor-
tunity to constitute a delegation to call upon you

.briefly at the White House.

We sincerely hope, Mr. President, that you will
be favorably disposed toward our purpose of demon-
strating our high esteem and respect for you.

Cordially and respectfully yours,

: /f‘/’/{f.”'/‘// L~ ff:"ﬁ*r--:"'y/"
Robert M. Reininger—
President



Thursdgy, October 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with British Foreign Secretary
Michael Stewart on Friday, October 11, at 11:15 a. m,

At Tab A is Nick Katsenbach's briefing memorandum for your
meeting with Michael Stewart.

The main points are:

-- The need to strengthen NATO, both militarily and politically,
following the Russian intervention in Czechoslovakia.

The British will not be able to increase defense spending.
But they are prepared -- within their present budget -- to
increase their Mediterranean fleet and provide one more
infantry battalion for the NATO Mobile Force.

-- _Britain and Europe. You might ask Stewart whether -- in
light of Czechoslovakia -- the UK plans any new initiatives
toward the EEC countries; for example, technological
cooperation, political consultations within the Westera
European Union, or a ''European causus' within NATO,

-- Vietnam. Stewart would appreciate hearing about the Paris
talks. Last July, he made a good statement on Vietnam in
the House of Commons -- calling for de-escalation by North
Vietnam in response to your reduction of the bombing.

-- Middle East. Stewart may propose that we put pressure on
the Israeli- to declare their acceptance of the Security Council
resolution and their willingness to discuss with Jarring a
timetable for its implementation.

He raised this with Secretary Rusk in New York this week.
Rusk pointed out that it would be difficult for the Israelito
accept the resolution without parallel acceptance by the Arabs.
You might want to say that the important thing is to get beyond
the words and have both sides get down to substance.

CONFIDENTIAL-~



-- Rhodesia. Wilson flew to Gibraltar Tuesday for talks
with Ian Smith. You may want to ask Stewart for his
assessment of the chances for a settlement.

I will be standing by with Ed Fried.

W. W. Rostow

noor sonavmst
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

13/4/64 October 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Your Meeting with British Foreign Secretary
Michael Stewart on Friday, October 11, 1968

Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart is scheduled to come
down from the UN General Assembly and call on you at 5:30 p.m.,
Friday, October 11, following talks and a working lunch at
the Department.

Stewart was reappointed Foreign Secretary in March 1968,
and is No. 2 in the British Government. He last called at
the White House in March 1965 during his previous term as
Foreign Secretary (February 1965-August 1966) and wishes to
renew his acquaintance with you.

The domestic political position of the Wilson Govern-
ment continues to be relatively weak. 1Its post-devaluation
economic program has been producing noticeable but slow re-
sults. In particular, the balance of payments deficit has
not been reduced as rapidly as the government hoped. Chan-
cellor Roy Jenkins had to tell the Labour Party congress
last week that the "hard slog'" would last another eighteen
months. By a 5 to 1 vote, the congress disapproved of the
government's mandatory incomes policy.

In the foreign affairs field, the congress (1) condemned
the invasion of Czechoslovakia; (2) showed considerable
minority sentiment for cutting the British Army on the Rhine;
(3) passed a resolution opposing the supply of arms to the
Federal Military Government of Nigeria; (4) passed a resolu-
tion calling for a tough line with the Smith regime in

Jrep
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Rhodesia. The congress cannot bind the government, but
these developments can inhibit Wilson's freedom of actionm.

Points You May Wish to Raise

- bring Stewart up to date on the Paris talks;

- regret that the Czech crisis has set back your
efforts to improve relations with the USSR;

- encourage Stewart to continue efforts to provide
forward motion to NATO, and emphasize that,
regardless of our election, the scope of the US
contribution to NATO would be affected by what the
Europeans do;

- ask if Stewart sees any opportunity for new British
initiatives toward European integration in the
aftermath of the Czech crisis (in spite of the
latest French objection to the German proposals);

- reiterate that we view the Jarring Mission as an
important effort to promote Arab-Israeli agreement
and that we do not feel that efforts to impose a
solution would bring a genuine peace.

Points Stewart May Wish to Raise

We have not been alerted to any problems that Stewart
might raise with you. However, he may refer to his July 18
statement in the House of Commons, when he called for de-
escalation by North Vietnam in response to the reduction of
bombing of the North. He may also tell you about develop-
ments regarding Rhodesia.

Tl Lp //J,w\

Acting Secretary



Thursday, Cct. 10, 1968
—SECRET 445 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith Bob Giasburgh's salty comment on
Harry McPhersoa's bombiag suggestion.

Mine is siapler: let's see where we are after
tomorrow.

But, ia gensral, my feeling is: dom't whittlie
away at the bombing. It sends the wrong signal
to Hanal.

If they doa't come across oa the GVN, we may

be in a real stalemate and wish to proceed in the
other direction: to the 20th -- at least.

W. W, Rostow

—SETRET attachment



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

10 October 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

Harry McPherson suggested that, in view of recent withdrawals
of NVN troops, we should consider scaling down the number of bombing
attacks on North Vietnam.

I can't think of a worse way to fight a war -- or to negotiate a peace.
If the North Vietnamese were to initiate such a suggestion -- either
directly or indirectly -~ it would at least be worth considering. Lacking

such an initiative on their part, I can see no basis for thinking that a
scaling down of the bombing might open up any new avenues toward peace.
Hanoi already knows by our word and deed that we are prepared to scale
down as they do.

I agree that our intelligence is too uncertain to make a positive
judgment that the North Vietnamese are only preparing for another round
of attacks. But at least this would be consistent with past behavior. And
there is no intelligence basis to make a positive judgment that they are not
preparing for another round of attacks. T

Such a strategy:

- would give the North Vietnamese the initiative;

- would allow them some respite from bombing at the very time
they were hurting most and would allow them to infiltrate more men and
supplies more quickly while they were getting ready for the next round of
attacks against us; and

- might persuade them to hold out longer or fight harder instead
of talking seriously.

7 {(o(,

ROBERT N, GINSBURGH




\.

L

4

>

~

YF MEMORANDUM

[jb_v

TO
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A

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
&
October 9, 1968
Wednesday - 12:50 p.m,

N

¥

FOR THE PRESIDENT

The CIA summary for the past few days has reported substantial
movements of NVN troops out of forward positions in I Corps,

II Corps, and III Corps. In some cases the disengagement appears
to be total, and the NVN forces have moved back into Laos and
Cambodia. I understand current estimates are that between

1/8 and 1/10 of NVN forces formerly in I Corps have left in

recent weeks.

It may well be that these units have decamped only in order to
re-fit for further action. Or that Abrams and the monsoons have
harassed them so successfully that they are simply retiring from
a bad situation for a while. Nevertheless our intelligence seems
too uncertain for us to make a positive judgment that the North
Vietnamese are only preparing for another round of attacks.

In these circumstances, perhaps we should consider scaling down
the number of bombing attacks on North Vietnam,

—_
The daily sortie rate has been in the 420 range for a long time
now =-- with the exception of yesterday, when there were 324,
By dropping the number of sorties into the 200's or high 100's, we
might give some indication that we are prepared to scale down
as they do. If they continue to move troops out of contact and
out of country, we would further reduce the number of sorties.
If they renew heavy activity with troops that have returned to
action, we would scale up the number of sorties again,

Harriman could suggest this to them in Paris, reminding them
that stopping the bombing altogether will take some assurance on
the DMZ and participation by the GVN in the next round.

?o T YW’
Harry C. McPherson, Jr,

Fok Comrrmze T



ACTION

Thursday, October 10, 1968
4:05 p.m.

Mr, President:
You may wish to give us guidance

on the attached request from Gen. LeMay,
on briefings, cooperation, etc.

W. W, Rostow
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 10, 1968
3:15 p.m,

TO: Walt Rostow
4

FROM: Bill Blackburn '\7-;,,.,

Jack Venable, Administrative Assistant to Congressman Bill
Nichols (D-Ala, ), called and requested White House assistance
in obtaining necessary briefings and cooperation with regard
to General Curtis LeMay'!s forthcoming trip to Vietnam,

General LeMay plans to leave Monday, flying commercially, and
will be accompanied by five staff members and six Secret Service -
agents,

Venable said that Governor Wallace has asked that Congressman
Nichols handle this request and Venable admitted the delicacy of
the situation but pointed out that in Alabama the Democratic
Congressmen are running on the same ticket with Wallace,

Venable said that to his knowledge no request had yet been made
through other channels and asked that I call back as soon as possible,

CC: Barefoot Sanders

Note: Barefoot Sanders tells me that Congressman Nichols first

contacted Deputy Secretary Nitze who referred them to the White
House,



INFORMATION

CONFIDENTIAL

Thursday, October 10, 1968 -- 2:30 pm

Mr. President:

Herewith Butch Fisher and Bill Foster make
available to you their views on the Presidential
statement on the NPT, Sec. Rusk was anxious
that you get them directly.

If you should wish to talk with Butch, he is,
of course, available at any time.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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(GONFIDENTIAL until
released)

- 2 -
not increased, by developing small national nuclear
capabilities. But so far as the United States is concerned,
additional nuclear powers could force upon us this dilemma:

-- either withdrawing our influence and commitment from
areas of the world which are vital to our interests; or

~- having other nations trigger nuclear conflict which
could involve us,

4, Those who would now postpone action by the United
States on the Non-Proliferation Treaty must assume, in my
judgment, the grave responsibility for risking its failure.

I cannot guarantee that if we now go forward to ratify
the Treaty in the Senate that we can bring other nations along.
But I can tell you that our chance of doing so will be greatly
reduced and the kind of world we want for our children and
grandchildren may, after years of patient and devoted work
on the Treaty, slip away from us,

As President, I cannot see this happen without calling
to the attention of the Leaders of the Senate the consequences
of a.postponement, 5; Secretary Rusk, Secretary Clifford, Bill
Foster and I have done on many occasions, I understand the
shortness of time and the pressures that are inevitable in a
Presidential election year, But I ask you to pause; to con-
sider the stakes; and to act now with the highest interests

of the nation in mind.,

(CONFIDENTIAEL until
released)
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UNITED STATES ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY
WASHINGTON

—GONFIDENTIAL

OFFICE OF
THE DIRECTOR

October 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Senate Ratification of the Non-
' Proliferation Treaty.

I have discussed a proposed Presidential statement
on the Non-Proliferation Treaty with Bill Foster, who
is in New York as a member of the United States Delega-
tion to the United Nations. He and I both strongly urge
that you issue a statement as soon as possible.

We do so in full recognition of the difficulties
that the Senate majority leadership is having at this
eleventh hour in its deliberations, At the same time
we are of the view that even if stalling tactics should
require the Senate to put off action until next year,
the treaty would be no worse off than if the Leadership
did not bring it up at all,

We urge this course of action in view of our deep
convictions that you, as President, should counter any
interpretation abroad that the United States has lost
interest in the treaty. Without a statement, enemies of
the treaty will strengthen thelr positions, and borderline
countries may be pushed one step closer toward the develop-

/ '/ 1”47
m /

Adrian S. Fisher
~Acting

Encl: Proposed Statement.
(CONE. until released)

—CONFIDENTIAL —













ACTION

Thursday, October 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached, for your approval, is a proposed
independence greeting to the new African state of
Equatorial Guinea. They bscome independent
October 12.

You have already approved U.S. recognition.
This is a routine message. [ recommend you send
it.

W. W. Rostow

Approve message

Call me

WWR:HS: RM: 1w

Att: File #3148



St

Proposed Message to President Nguema
of Equaterial Cuinea

Dear Mr. President:
All Americans joia me in sending to you and the people of
Equatorial Guinea our warm coagratulations on your iadepeandence.
We share your joy on this day because we know the thrill
and promise of young nationhood. We share your hopes for peace
and progress because we believe in the future of the new Africa.
The United States is proud to recognize Equatorial Guinea
and welcome you to the family of nations. I know, Mr. President,
that our two coumtries will enjoy a close and constructive frieadship.

Sincerely,
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3.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE ) plooi
WASHINGTON - T
; _ /(’(_L_ .
' A e T Crred,
13489 October 8, 1968 -2 777 /7

IN REPLY REFER TO:

COMNPIDENTHAT

MEMORANDUM TO MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Congratulatory Message from the President
to the Equatorial Guinean President on
Independence

On October 12 the Republic of Equatorial Guinea is
scheduled to receive its independence from Spain. The new
African country is composed of two provinces, Rio Muni on
the west coast between Cameroon and Gabon and the island
of Fernando Po, just off the coast of Cameroon in the
Gulf of Guinea.

We were prepared to send a delegation to the independence
ceremonies, as recommended in my memorandum of September
26. However, the shortness of time between the election
of the chief of state and the independence date, combined
with limited hotel space, caused the new country to limit
invitations to the ceremonies to three neighboring states,
the OAU and the UN. It is suggested that the enclosed
draft message of congratulations from the President to
the new Equatorial Guinean President be sent to Embassy
Madrid and from there by commercial cable.

Approval and transmission of the message will con-(ﬁ\\\
stitute recognition of the State and the Government of the
Republic of Equatorial Guinea. The recommendation to
extend recognition was approved by the President on

September 26. /

rBenjamin H. Read
" Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Suggested Message

CONEIDENTIAL -

GrouT 3 .
Downgraded at 12 year_intervals;
not automaticallv declassified.




INFORMA TION

Thursday, October 10, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Draft Joint Communique for Holyoake visit

Attached is the suggested Communique for issuance by George Christian
after your meeting with Holyoake at noon today. The draft has the ap-
proval of Holyoake's senior advisor, George Laking. However, it is
not clear that Holyoake has personally approved it. I suggest you re-
view it with him at the meeting.

W.W,. Rostow

Att

MWright:wpt
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INFORMA TION

—SEGRET—~

Thursday, October 10, 1968
9:15 a.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Bunker takes Thieu
to task, gently but firmly, for over-
reacting to coup talk.

You will wish to read Bunker's
comment in the last paragrapl

W. W. Rostow

Saigon 39970

—SECRET

WWRostow:rln
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