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Meeting With the Président
Moaday, Oct r 28, 1968 -- 6:18%
Cabinet Room

AGENDA®

Shall Busker inform Thieu alone om a contingeat basis tonight? (Tab A)

Shall letter from President to Thieu be delivered tonight or
tomorrow? (Tab X)

Authority for General Wheeler to pre-cut tapes and alert communicators
mn.gn

Arrangements for mesting with General Abrams.

= Time
-~ Attendance, If any.

Alerting message to TCC Ambassadors. (Tab C)

Is Present Text of Joint Anncuncement Acceptable? (Tab ‘)

Text of President's statement. (McPherson has furnished. )

Text of briefing memo for candidates and leadership.
(McPherson has furaished. )

Possible Schedule for Tomorrew. (Tab E)

Other.

$Tabs refer to package Sec. Rusk will present at meeting, copy attached.

W. W, Rostow

»

GECRET--SENSITIVE






P
3}« &

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 25, 1968
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Request of the Venezuelan Ambassador for
an Appointment

Recommendation:

That you grant an appointment to Ambassador Tejera
for a farewell call,

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

The Venezuelan Ambassador, Dr. Enrique TEJERA Paris,
has resigned his post after five and a half years in
Washington where he and his attractive wife have been
prominent in the diplomatic corps. He hopes to return
to Venezuela in early November, in order to run for the
Venezuelan Senate in the December 1 elections. The
Ambassador's party, Democratic Action (AD), wi®" rer "in
an important political force even if it does not win
the elections and, since no party is expected to have
a clear majority in the Venezuelan Congress, it may
well, in any event, be a partner in the new government
coalition. Tejera is close to President Leoni, former
President Betancourt and AD Presidential candidate
Gonzalo Barrios. He, himself, is relatively young (49)
and undoubtedly will continue to play a role, in or out
of government, in Venezuelan politics.

LIMITED OFF ICTAL USE
Exempted from automatic decontrol.



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
- 2 -

We regard personal relations and protocolary
gestures with the Venezuelans as particularly important
in view of the fact that we have been able to do
relatively little for them economically. We have
not given them any Alliance for Progress loans since
1962. We have attempted to ease the pressures on their
primary export, petroleum, through minor adjustments
to the Mandatory 0il Imports Program, but we have
not been able to accede to their request for equal
treatment with Canada.

A farewell appointment with you will go a long
way toward making Tejera feel that his mission here
has been a success. Conversely, the refusal of his
request will be taken personally by the Ambassador -
who is even more sensitive than most Latins - and would
probably be taken by his government as an indication
of its status with us, especially as the outgoing
Brazilian and Chilean Ambassadors were received.

1 (R

Dean Rusk

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE



October 28, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 2T

SUBJECT: Congratulatory Messages to the President on Apollo Flight

The successful Apollo 7 flight has resulted in the receipt of quite

a few congratulatory messages to the President from Chiefs of

State as well as from lesser dignitaries and well wishers. Messages
have been received from President Jonas of Austria, President
Luebke of Germany, President Saragat of italy, President Sanchez
Hernandez of El Salvador, President Ayub Khan of Pakistan, UN
Secretary General U Thant, the Shah of Iran and Prime Minister
Borten of Norway among others.

At our request the Department of State has drafted a recommended
reply along the lines of the enclosed draft to be made to these and
any subsequent messages. I recommend you approve the form reply.

W. W. Rostow

Approve _
Disapprove
Speak to me



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Suggested Reply.

Thank you for your kind message on the successful |

Apollo space flight.

The eleven-day journey through space by Astronauts
Schirra, Eisele and Cunningham was a remarkable
achievement and vital preparation for the next step -- a
journey to the moon. We ar.e grateful for their success,
and above all for their safe regurt.t. Your message was

most heartening, -and I will be pleased indeed to share

it with these three brave men,






Sa

October 29, 1963

Dear Mr, Chairman:

On Seaday [ heard from Ambassador Harriman and
Ambassador Vance ia Paris that an understandiag hae
been reached with the represeatatives from Hanol which
has permitted me to order this morniag a total cessatioa
of the bombardment of North Vietaam starting sevem p. m,
Eastera Standard Time, October 29.

In reaching the decision te go forward with this step, !

have constantly berne in miand the communications you and

I have had om this subject. [t has mattered te me that you
reported that you and your celleagues have reasoca to believe
this step could yleld geod results and that we should have

80 doubts abeut the sericusases of Noeth Vietasmese inten-
tieas ia the pursuit of peace. Our receamt indirect exchanges
via Ambassador Debryunia, and Secretary Rusk's talks with
Foreign Minister Gremyko in New York played an i:nportast
pert ia my decision, as well as coertain communications
{rom your represeatatives ia Paris.

Now that the bembiag of Nexth Vietnam is stopping, I hepe
and expest the full weight of the Seviet Unica will be thrown
into the balance to bring very quickly a firm, stable peace
te Southeast Asla.

With se many dangerous problems elsewhere in the world,
it would be good for our two mations and for all humanity
if this very dangerous conflict were bohind we.

I would very much hope to ses the Soviet Union exercising
its full respounsibilities as Co-Chairman of the Geneva
Coaference of 1962 te briag an carly peace to Laoce as well
as to Vigtaam, Withowt a full and faithful henering of the
Geasva Accords of 1962, there cammot be peace in Seutheast
Asla,

55
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We both kaow that there comes a time in the life of every
true political leader when he must, in our poker phrase,
"put in s whole stack. ' In my objective judgment, that
moment has come for the Soviet Union with respect to
poace ia Southsast Asla.

You will find us, in the days abead, seeking to negotiate
this settlement ia good faith, asking of North Vietaam
nothing more than loyalty to interaational commitments
it has already formally undertaken and lookiag forward to
the day when it can develop a good life for its people in
collaboration with the uther states of Southeast Asia,

1 would wish you to know that we are also using every
ocunce of our iafluence to bring about a psaceful turn of
svents in the Middle East., [ trust that you are doing
the same.

This is alse the right time for the authorities in North Korea
to accept ocur fair proposal and release the crew of the
Puweble. The Pusblo maiter remains a dengerous source
of teonsien in the area. There is no basis on which I fiad it
possible to go further im mestiang their positics.

We shall give you our views oa some of these questions

ia mere detall in the days ahead. But [ wanted you to have
this prompt message about the major decisiea we have
,‘“ nade.

Sincerely,

His Excalleacy

Aleksey Mikolayeviech Kosygia

Chairman of the Council of *Hduisters of the
Uniom of Soviet Secialist Republics

Moscow

LBJ :State :WWR:ms
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE | (A~
WASHINGTON

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
October 25, 1968

S/s 14054 :
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Proposed Visit of Ambassador McGhee
to Turkey
Recommendation:

That you approve a trip to Turkey by Ambassador-at-
__Large George C. McGhee at a time which would not conflict
with the arrival of the new American Ambassador.

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

Over a period of time, Ambassador-at-Large George C.
McGhee and I have discussed the possibility of his making
a visit to Turkey during the period between Ambassador
Hart's departure and the arrival of his successor. Ambas-
sador McGhee, as you will recall, ‘served as Ambassador to
Turkey in 1952-53,

Although Ambassador McGhee would not conduct nego-
tiations, he would have discussions with Turkish political
leaders and key private citizens--most of whom he knew

__personally during his tour of duty in Turkey. He could
elicit views on well-known Turkish sensitivities and on the
significance of the Czech occupation. He could answer
questions regarding general U. S. policy and would, on his
return, prepare a summary and analysis of the views he had
encountered.

If the trip can be arranged sufficiently in advance of
" the arrival of the new Ambassador so as to create no conflict,
it could, I believe, be valuable to the Department. Ambassador
_ McGhee wpul@ be happy to make the trip.

| V-0

- Dean Rusk

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
Exempted from automatic decontrol
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INFORMATION

Moaday, October 28, 1968 -~ 3:50 p.m.

My, President:

Herewith for yow3:30 a. m. guest tomorrow, the DSM we stole
frem the military pipeline whea you were thinking of going to Honolulu,
plas the letter to General Abrams, which you approved earlier and
which you may wish to hand to him if, repeat if, you make the decision
to go abead with a bombing cessation.

W. W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIXL October 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached is a DSM which can be awarded by the President without
further action.,

A statement for the President to use in presenting it to the
recipient is all that is needed in addition.

This medal is temporarily '""missing, "' After it is awarded, all the
proper papers can be completed and the medal can be returned so that

the name of the recipient can be engraved on it,

No one knows that an award may be made.

3 o

Attachment







AN WANIVA LN & AN

SECRET Momday, Oct. 28, 1968
3:30 p. m.
MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith General Abrams' report of the
movemneat of the l1st Cav to III Corps, which
I mentioned on the phome.

W. W. Rostow

SECGRET-EYELES ONLY attachmemt









Z0ZCAAAR22Y . U, ﬁxﬁccrwzg R TS
50 YEKADS - &€ 18 16
SE YSNKQA 29 3021551 - .
0 2315232 ZYH ZFF=-3
F¥ GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC
INFC WHITE HOUSE MR Posrou
STATE UR RUSK SR
CTa MR HELHMS | . :
0 270254Z ZYH ZFF-1. - -
% GEN ARRAMS COMUSMACV
TO GEN YHEELER CJCS
ADM MCCAIN CINCPAC
ZEM ) ‘
Seip@ep=  =smwiN SECTION ONE OF FOUR *Ac 14451 EYES ONLY .
WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED THE FOLLOWING REVIEY OF THE
ENENY®S THIRD OFFENSIVE AND ITS POSSISLE SIGNIFICANCE
FOR THE FUTURE, WHICH I FORWARD FOR YOUR INFORMATION,
THIS THIRD OFFENSIVE ¥AS DESIGNED TO DO WHAT THE
740 PREVIOUS ONES HAD FAILED TO ACCOMPLISH; TO DESTROY
THE GVN AND TO SECURE THE POPULAR UPRISING, WE SAW
HIS USE OF ECONOMY OF FORCE. THIS TIME ONLY DANANG, SAIGON
AID TO A LESSER EXTENT BAN ME THUOT WERE TO 3E THE MAIN
ARENAS, OTHER AREAS WERE TO PLAY -SECONDARY ROLES--DMNZ
UNITS WERE TO TIE DOWN ALLIED FORCES AND MANPOWER; THEN |
HARRASSEMENT ARCUND DAX SEANNG AND PLEIXU CITY,
ATTACXS IN THE OUTER PROVINCES OF III CTZ YERE TO BE
DIVERSIONS TO WEAKEN DEFENSES OF SAIGON. ATTACKS ON
CAL LE ¥ERE INTENDED TO €UT ROUTE 4 TO THE CAPITAL AND
DRAW FORCES FROM III CTZ. .~
THE SVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE CONSTITUTED A DISMAL FAILRE,
THE ‘ENEMY LOST 20,000 XIA ALONG IN FIVE WEEKS OF FIGHTING -
AND ATTAINED NOT A SINGLE OBJECTIVE FOR HIS LONG Toursn ’

"FINAL” AND "DECISIVE™ PHASE, . - S T

ADDITIONAL 'INSIGHT -CAN BE"GAINED BY EXAMINING THAT
TIMING AND SEQUENCE OF THESE.EVENTS, DESITE HIS INASILITY
TO LAUNCH PREPARATIORY ATTACKS IN TAY NINH AND POSSIBLY THE -
DMZ. IN LATE JULY, HE PROCEDED WITH.PLANS FOR THE 3RD =~
OFFENSIVE, ALL OUR' EVIDENCES POINTED TO A START DATE -
SOMEVHERE SETWEEN. 10 T0 15 AUGUST HOWEVER, TRU TO PREVIOUSL
PATTERNS, IT WAS DELAYED UNITL THE NIGHT OF 17/13 AUGUST

WHAEN HE LAUNCHED ATTACXS ON TAY NINH, LOC NINH, AND A “/,  

HUMBER OF MINOR TARGETS IN 11 CTZ. THEN THERE WAS A -
SLIGHT_UODIFICATION TO. HIS PREVIGUS TACTICS; THE STAGGERED
START THERE ¥AS A FLURRY OF ACTIVITY IN THE DELTA L

ON 20/21 AUGUST. THERE WERE THE WIDESPREAD ATTACXS ALONG
THE COAST OF NORTHERN MR-5 THE NIGHT OF 22/23 AUGUST

THERE WAS AN ASSAULT ON DUC LAP THE MORNING OF THE 23RD,
APPARENTLY, THIS WAS EITHER .INTENDED3 OR IF NOT, COUNTRY-

s . | .
Xerox from Qulck Copy . | ld”y/uc ouw ,,,t
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#IDE COORDINATIGN YEANT #UCH LESS TO HIM, NUMEROUS CAPTURED
COCIMENTS DECLARE 17/13 AUGUST AS THE START OF THE
I3D CFFENSIVE, YET WE KNOW FROM PLANS CAPTURED £ARLIER
IN THE MONTH THAT THE MAIN EVENT IN IV €TZ WaS TO OCCUR
THREE DAYS LATER ON 20/21 AUSUST. IT SEEMS THAT COMPLETION
CF PREPARATIONS %wAS NORE IMPORTANT TO PM THAN MEETING
A RIGID SCHEDULE,
THE SECOND SURGE WAS TO FOLLOW' THE OPENING ROUND.3Y
A FEW DAYS.ENEMY ACTION IN THE DMZ HAD BEEN DESULTORY ~
AT BEST 3UT WE HAD WATCHED HIS FORCES MOVE INTO POSITION.
SORTH OF RTE 9 MOUNTING A THREAT AGAINST THE ROCX PILE
AIS COMMUNICATIONS INDICATED INCRE Asxvs PREPARATIONS FOR
ATTACX., CM 24 AUGUST WE INTERCEZPTED A MESSAGE FROM AN
ARTILLERY ELEMENT ASSOCIATED WITH THE S?OTH DIV WHICH
REVEALED THAT "RED PLAN™ WAS TO- HAVE BESUN 0800 HRS,.
25 AUGUST, WE NEVER SAY "RED PLAN™ IMPLEMENTED, PRISONERS
- WE CAPTURED DURING THE 23 AUGUST ATTACK ON QUANG NAI CITY
STATED THE 3RD DIV WAS TO FOLLCY.THEM INTO THE CITY IN
THREZ DAYS. THE DIVISION NEVER CaM IN, 26 AUGUST
YAS ALSO TO THE SECOND PUSH TOWARD DANANG, PWS,
4 RELIABLE AGENT AND 31ST REGT COUMUNICATIONS ALL
SPECIFIED 28 AUGUST AS THE SECOND SuU-PHASE OF THE 3RD
OFFENSIVE. SOUTHERN I crz SECOND SUB~-PHASE NEVER
4LPPEARED, . .
BY THIS POINT THE ENE%Y WAS PROBABLY R?COGNIZING . : -
THAT KIS GFFENSIVE WAS RAPIDLY . BECOMING A SHAMBLES, HE . . . ‘
LAUNCHED HIS LAST ROUND ATTACKX AT ‘DUC'LAP ON THE 268TH - - - .- " - 7 oo o i
‘OF AUSUST. THEN, TWO DAYS LATER, THE 3RD Nva DIVISIO%‘S” . L
52ND REGT MADE A WEAK STAB AT HA THANH, AFTER THAT -
ENEMY ACTIVITY THROUGH OUT THE COUNTRY DECLINED MARKEDLY,
HE ENTERED A PERIOD OF REAPPRAISAL. THE WORD WENT OUT
IN EARLY SEPTEMBER. ON 2 SEP HCH SENT A VERY URGENT MSG CL T e
TO MASCOSYN, ON 4 SEP HCH SENT VERY URGENT MSG.T0 HQ B ]
=5, HQ MR TTﬂ, HQ B-3 FRONT AND MASCOSVN, :ON 5 AVD T
SEP HCH SENT VERY URGENT MSG.TO HQ B=-5 FRONT .
THE ENEMY®S EARLY SEPTEMBER:DECISION.HAD TWO SIGNIFICANI
ASPECTS, IT RESULTED IN:A PARTIAL WITH DRAWAL AND A
LOWERING OF HIS SIGHTS FOR CONTINUING THE OFFENSIVE, '
REGARDING THE FIRST, THE -A8TH REGT OF THE ‘320TH DIV STARTED
YOVING NORTH ON 12 SEP AND MR TTH ELEMENTS WERE ALREADY -
C¥ THE WAY TO PLANS, THE ENEMY HAD CRIGINALLY INTENDED
AN OPENING ROUND OF DIV.RSIONARY ATTACXS YITH LATER MAIN
BLOWS AGAINST -DANANG AND SAIGON, HE SET THESE AMBITIOUS
SCHEMES ASIDE AND TUNRED TO LESSER TARGETS IN A TRY FOR

e srre e oo
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A CHIAP VICTORY TO GIVEI THAT AURA OF STARENGTH He uuns NOT
PAVE o 3Y 7 SEPTE3ER HIS UNITS IN NORTHERN MR-5 TURNED
[JLAND TOWARD WHAT HE THOUGMHT WCULD BZ £ASIER TARGETS,
TZIN PHUOC AND HAU DYC WERE TO 3E ATTACKED 15 SEPTERMBER,
THE 1ST REST WHICH HAD BEEN SLAUGHTERED AT TA# XY COULD
NEVER MOUNT AN ATTACK ON TIEN PHUOC, BUT THE 3RD REGT
THOUSH WEAKENED BY 3-52 PUNDING, DID MAKE A FEESLE TRY -
AT HAU DUC ON 22 SEP. SOUTHWARD, THE 3RD DIV CONDUCTED'
TY0 HCRE ATTACKS BY FIRE ON HA THANM BEFORE SEEXING
COVER, NORTHWARD, ENEMY FOACES WERE AVDIDING CONTACT
WHILE TRYING TO POSITION FOR ATTACKS ON THOUNG DUC, IN
III CTZN HIS FORCES CAME OUT OF SANCTUARY FOR ANOTHER GO
AT THE OUTER PROVINCES, THESE ATTACKS, AGAIN COSTLY TO
HIM, ACHIEVED NO SUCCESS AND LASTED ONLY FROM 11 TO 1A
SEPTEMBER, THEY WERE FOLLOWED BY A FEW ATTACKS 8Y FIRE
ON ISLOATED OUTPOSTS AND SPECIAL FCRCES CAMPS,
DESPITE THE LOSSES HE -HAD TAKEN AT DUC LAP, THE
ENZMY REMAINED DETERAINED TO OVERRUN THE CANP, ON
4 AND 5 SEPTEMBER, THE 95TH REGT STARTED THE SOUTHYARD
TREX FROM BASE AREA 702 AND PRISONERS TOLD US DUC LAP
¥AS ITS TARGET A FEW DAYS LATER ON 11 SEP, THE 66TH
HOVED WESTWARD FROM ITS POSITION NORTHEAST OF BAN ME
THUOT TO BASE AREA 741, WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF DUC
LAP. THE 95TH ARRIVZD APPROXIMATELY 15 SEP, STILL WITH
H)STILZ INTENT. BUT THE ENEMY CO#MAND WAS TO NAKE YET ANOTHER
“AJOR DECISION, ON 20 SEP THERE WAS A HISH LEVEL OF
“E5SAGES FROM COSVN F4WD ELEMENT TO ALL ITS SUBCRDIANTE.
ON THE SAME DAY COMMAND ELEMENTS OF MR-5 SENT IDENTICAL
MESSASES TO ALL THEIR TACTICAL SUBORDINATES, BETWZEN
20 AND 24 SEP MASKOSVN TRANSMITTED A HIGH LEVEL OF MESSAGES
TC. THE MILITARY REGIONS OF SUN ON ITS COLLECTIVE FACILITY.
THE THIRD OFFEZNSIVE HAD BEEN CALLED OFF, ON 22 SEP WE
SaWw A SMALL FLURRY OF ATTACKS BY FIRE, (POSSIBLE ENEMY
UNTITS EXPENDING REMAINING STORES) THE FIRST DIVISION
MIE ACTIVITY AROUND DUC LAP aBRUPTLY STOPPED, AND ENEMY =
UNITS MOVED RATHER QUCKLY INTO CAMSODIAN SANCTUARY. o
THEN ENEMY ACTIVITY EVERYWHERE RETURNED TO A PERIOD OF LULL
A "LULL® EVERY WHEREBUT THOUNG DUC, HERE HE HAD THREE
VEGIMLNTS POSITIONED FOR ATTACK, THE 21ST, 31STN AND 141ST, DE-
SPITS B-52 PUNDING, THE 141ST ATTACKED THE CAMP ON 28 -
SEPTEMBER AND PROBES AS WSLL AS MORTAR FIRE CONTINUED FOR
OVER A WEEK, FOR A WHILE HE LOOKED AS DEZTERMINED MHERE
AS HE HAD AT DUC LAP, BUT THE ATTACKS PETERED our, :
(CONT*D) ~ S e
S50 NOTES DELIVER DURING DUTY. HOURS.
900
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sm SECTION TW0 OF FOUR MQC 14451 EYES oNLY
HIS FORCES DISAPPEARED INTO THE JUNGLE, AND HE NEVER
COMMITTED HIS OTHER TWO REGIMENTS., THUONG DUC WAS THE
POST SCRIPT OF THE 3RD OFFENSIVE, THUS THE DOUMINANT
CHAaRACTERISTICS OF THE ENEMY'S "CLIMAXING PHASE™ EMERGE
aMND SHOW SIGNIFICANT DEPARTURE FROM EARLIER PATTERNS,
THZIRE WAS A MUCH GREATER TACTICAL FLEXISILITY INSTEAD OF
THE uUSUAL, RIGID ADHERENCE TO PRE=-SET PLANS, HE DEMON=-
SiRATED A GRZATER RESPECT FOR PREPARATIONS, IF THE
SATTLEFIELD SITUATION DID NOT WARRANT OR EVENTS FAILED TO
FOLLOW THE SEQUENCE HE HOPZD FOR, HE DID NOT CARRY OUT
HIS PLANS, IT WAS A CONSERVATIVE CAMPAlIGN, WHEN
CASUALTIES BEGAN TO. MOUNT HE PULLZD AWAY. ANALYSIS OF

HIS KIA BY DAY SHOWS HIS GREATER CONCERN OF THE DIMINUATION
CF CASUALTIES, ‘THERE WAS A DECIDzD PEAK COINCIDING WITH

THE BUILD-UP OF HIS INITIAL, STAGGERED ATTACKS, THEN
THERE IS A DROP DURING THE. PERIOD OF REAPPRAISAL T0 -
EELOW THE AVERAGE OF 280 KIA PER DAY HE SUSTAINED DURING
THE JUNE-JULY "LULL", THERE WAS A FOLLOW-ON CLIMB AS HE
TURNED TO SECONDARY TARGETS, BUT THIS TIME NOT SO HIGH, -

THEN THERE WAS A DROP-OFF TO THE "LULL"™ LEVEL AFTER HE

CALLED-OFF HIS 3RD OFFENSIVE. RETURNING TO THE WITHDRAWAL

OF HIS FORCES, NHIS EARLY SEPTEMBER DECISION HAD FAR=-
REACHING EFFECTS ON THE TOP TW0 PROVINCES OF I CTZ, - : _
AS STATED ABOVE IN THE DMZ THE 48TH REGIMENT STARTED MOVINo
MORTH ON 12 SEPTEMBER, A MESSAGE INTERCEPT OF 22 SEP
STATED THE 48TH REGT HAD GONE ON A MISSION "AT A VERY
FAR PLACE”,. OTHER 320TH ELZMENTS FOLLOWED SUIT., BY 1

OCT THEY WERE NORTH OF THE DMZ, CURRENTLY THEY ARE LOCATED o

IN NGHE AN PROVINCE POSSIBLY STILL MOVING NORTH, IN 4
WEEKS THEY HAD PULLED YELL INTG NVN IN A MOVE WHICH

HAD TAKEN -THE 304TH DIVISION 8 WEEKS TO ACCOMPLISH DURING
JUNE aND JULY. THE DMZ HAS BEEN VIRTUALLY STRIPPED

. OF ENEMY FORCES, S
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WE HAVE SEE A SINILAR EXCDUS FROM 42 TTHe BY

LATZ JULY, BO0TH THE 29TH AND SOTH RESIMENTS HAD WITHDRAWN,
CXIGINALLY PRC3A3LY TC OBTAIN REPLACEMENTS AND RELIEVE

THE LORISTICS PRESSURE ON #R TTH, 3UT LATER WE FIXED

THE HQ SOTH REZGT W OF THE ROCK PILE AS 320TH DIV
SLEZMENTS WERE DEPLOYING ALONG RTE 9, THE SOTH RZGT

vsY HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED SOME TACTICAL OFFENSIVE RCLE WHICH
wE NEVER SAW IT CARRY OUT. HOWEVER, IT HAD BEEN

ISVOLVED IN LOSISTICS DURING THE XHE SANM SEIGE AND MORE
LIXELY 'IT REAPPEARED IN THAT ARSA TO ASSIST THE 320TH

DIV IN LOCATING SOME OF THE OLD CACHES, THE LOCATIONS

OF WHICH ONLY THE 90TH REGT PEZRSOMNEL POSSIBLY KNEW.

IT AND THE 29TH REGT ARE NOW WELL NORTH OF THE DMZ

WELL AWAY FROM BUT STILL COMMUNICATING WITH HQ ®R TTH.

HQ MR TTH ITSELF WAS HAVING SUSSTANTIAL DIFFICULTIES. '
THE COMMANDER HAD BEEN RELIEVED APPROXIMATELY 25 AUGUST
AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER WE SAW A DECIDED SHIFT OF
TTH ELEMENTS DEEP INTO LAOSt THE HEADQUARTERS ITSELF BY
1 SEP; THE 6TH AND 9TH REGIMENTS SOMETIME BEFORE 11 SEP;
AND THE FORWARD ELEMENT BY 30 SEP, FINALLY, THE HQ
S03RD REQT WAS FIXED 25 OCT DEEP IN LAOS NEAR HQ MR
TTH AND ITS F¥D ELEMENT. THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER AND
4CTOBER, THERE HAD BEEN A HIGH EXCHANGE OF MESSAGES
SETWEEN HQ 4R TTH, MASCOSUN, AND HCH. APPARENTLY
H3 MR TTH HAS HaD NOT ONLY A CHANGE IN COMMANDERS BUT
ALSO A CHANGE IN MISSION, .

WHY DID THESE ENE®Y UNIT3 WITHDRAW AND WHY HAVE THEY.

Y ITHDRAYN TO WHERE THEY ARE NOW? NORTIHERN I CTZ, ASIDE
FROX THE SEATING HIS FORCES WERE TAXING, HIS LOGISTICS °
PROBLEMS WERE GROWING TO IMMENSE PROPORTIONS ,

BETWEEN 14 JUL AND 20 SEP, THE 7TH AF HAD CONDUCTED AN
INTENSIVE AND HIGHLY EFFECTIVE INTERDICTION EFFORT ‘
THROUSHOUT ROUTE PACKAGE 1, IN THE FIRST 21 DAYS OF
SZPTEMBER, THROUGH=-PUT TRUCK TRAFFIC WAS REDUCED 44 P”QCENT--

FROM -} JULY TQ 30 SEPTEMBER THERE HAVE BEEN OVER 3000 SLCONDARY :

EXPLOSIONS 'AND MORE THAN 7000 SECONDARY FIRES FROM AIR
STRIKES "IN ROUTE PACKX 1, HIS TROUZLES FROM THIS MWERE
SORELY AGGRAVATED BY.TWO TROPICAL -STORMS. AND TYPHOON

3ESS VHOSE FLOODING EFFECTS ARE STILL WITH Iy THE SRR

N HAI RIVER IS SOON TO-START ITS ANNUAL CRESTING,
THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, VE WERE CAPTURING CACHES IN . L
THE DNZ OF UNPRECEDENTAD MAGNITUDE AND MR TTH HAS SUFFERED
SIMILAR LOSSES PARTICULARLY -IN RICE AND MEDICAL FACILITIES,
REAR SERVICES MESSAGES SINCE MID-AUGUST SUGGESTED A GROWING
CAPHASIS ON MOVING SUPPLIES AT THE EXPENSE OF INFILTRATION |
YITH REFERENCES TO INFILTRATION BROUPS BEING DIVERTED
FOR WORK AT FERRY CROSSINGS, ROAD CONSTRUCTION, AND AS =
LABORERS, FOR DYZ UNITS A MOVE TO.JUST NORTH OF THE DMZ
WOULD NOT SOLVE THEIA PROBLEMS=~ THEY WOULD BE JUST AS
HARD TO SUPPORT THERE AS THEY HAD BEEN IN THE DMZ AND WE
HAVE GOOD REPORTS OF SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES IN QUANG :
SINK PROVINCE, . THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE FOR THE 320TH DIV WAS
TO MOVE NORTH OF THE CHOKE POINTS AND POSSIBLY EVEN NORTH

T4
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CF THE PUNISH¥ENT FROM ALLIED AIR AND TO DO SO AS QUICKLY
A5 POSSISLE, THE FACT THAT ME DID NOT REPLACE THE 320TH
DIV IS OF ITSELF STRONG TESTIMONY THAT HE COULD NO LONGER
LOGISTICALLY SUPPORT LARGE UNITS IN NORTHERN I CTZ,

FURTHER SOUTH IN MR TTH ENEMY FORCES THERE ARE ON THE
VERGE OF STARVATION,. THE MOVEMENT OUT OF COUNTRY REFLECTS
THE ENEMY®S SHEER 'INABILITY TO SUPPORT UNITS IN THEIR OLD
FOSITIONS., IN ADDITION, HCNEVER, THE LOCATION OF ¥R TTH _
UNITS ALONG MAJOR LAOTIAN LOC'S, A RECENT .CHANGE. IN COMMAND, E
THE CONTINUING HIGH MESSAGE TRAFFIC AMONG HCH, KO MR TTH, - . - -
aND MASCOSVN, AND THE DENIAL OF THE A SHAU VALLEY/BA 611 : o
COMPLEX TO THE ENENMY, STRONGLY SUGGEST THAT MR TTH ELEMENTS C e
ARE NOW PERFORMING A LOGISTICS MISSION IN LAOS.

IN THE B-3 FRONT THERE CAN BE BUT ONE ANSWER FOR = - |
4ITHDRAYAL; THE THIRD OFFENSIVE HAD BEEN TERMINATED AND , .
WHAT BETTER PLACE TO AVOID FURTHE , S

CASUALTIES THAN THE - . -
SANCTUARY OF CAMBODIA. THERE WERE SINILAR FOVES IN III '
CTZ WHERE IN LATE SEPTEMBER THE 7TH DIV PULLED HORTH QUT OF
311} LONG PROVINCE AND THE STH WEST OUT OF TAY NINK -

PROVINCE,

BUT THE MAJOR REASON FOR THE ENEMY'S WITHDRAWAL
COUNTRY-WIDE PROBABLY LIES IN HIS INFILTRATION FOR
THE YEAR, FOR HIS 1968 SURGE EFFORT HE HAS PLACED IN
THE PIPELINE ALL THAT HE WAS EITHER ABLE OR INTENDED,
THEIR ARRIVAL IN COUNTRY IS JUST NOW TAPERING OFF WITH
X) !ORE TO FOLLOW, AT LEAST IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTULRE,
JHATAVVR VICTORY HE EXPECTED, FOR HIS "CRITICAL YEAR",

THOUGHT WOULD BE ACHIEVED AT THE VERY LATEST WITH HIS } L
JULY AND. AUGUST ARRIVALS, THE FIASCO OF THE 3RD P SRR T
OFFENSIVE HAS SHOWN HIM OTHERWISESs NOW HE MUST CAREFULLY e T
HUSBAND HIS REWAINING RESOURCES FOR WHATEVER FUTURE. . - - 2
FLANS HE HAS, S Y PR

IN ADDITION TO THE DEEP VITHDRAWAL OF ENENY Foaczs, )i;;a;;s o
YZ HAVE SEEN ANOTHER MAJOR SHIFT OF THE ENENY®S-B=3 A
FRONT ELEMENTS. . THE.1ST.NVA DIVISION AND POSSIBLY ONE . X
OR EVEN TWO REGIMENTS -HAVE MOVED SOUTH IO III .CTZ., IN
THE B-3 FRONT. ITSELF, THERE APPEARS TO BE A GROWING - .
INTEREST IN. THE CENTRAL TRANS BORDER RELNON BETWEEN BASE
AREAS: 701 AND 702« .IN EARLY OCTOBER, B-3 FRONT ‘H@S = - -
SSTABLISHED. A FOREWARD COMXUNICATIONS ELEMENT THERE AND
THE HQS ITSELF MAY WELL BE PREPARING TO MOVE SOUTH, .
oM 11 OCT, THE HY 101D REGT WAS FIXED IN BA 702 SOUTH OF
IT5- PREVIOUS LOCATION NEAR DAK SEANG, WE FIXED THE Ha
SGTH REGT-IN BA 701 ON 22 OCT AND THE 95TH REGT SEEMS
CCON'T)

920
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©SRE THEM 2 1/2 TIAES THE ENEMY®S MININUM MUNITIONS REQUIRE-

#2373 IV I1, LI, AND IV CTZ'S FOR THI5 21 ¥ONTH PERIOD. -

I3 THE DELTA, WE HAVE SEEN A DEFINITE DETERIORATION

of ‘THE ENEWY'S 4ILITARY POSITION. ACCORDING T2 OME
_FEPORT,; HIGH CADRE HAVE JUDGED THE MILITARY WAR TO BE
AIZST-AND NOW. ARE STUDYING THE POLITICAL VEAPONS TO USE.
“FT3 FURNER THE PARTIES AIVS."TRAGIC™, WAS HOW A' HIGH -

-CADAT-OFFICIAL IN GAN THO, PROV- DESCRISED THE cownxr:ovs
, A% THE.WOVEJENT NOT, ONLY IN HIS AREA BUT: THROUGHOUT =

THE: SOUNTRY. WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT ‘SUPPORTS THIS: sLooav

E¥EMY PISTURE -OF HIS SITUATION. ..

- %k -REGENT, RIGR. RANKING : PRISONER. MAS STATED THAT- ;
4553 (UKICA! USED TO' BE-ACCONPLISHED Y. A:COMPANY NOW. ‘REQUIRE’

285, 51%0E416 DCT - RALLIERS. WAVE."AVERAGED 53-4 BAY. BY . -

25 55T THE-NUY3ER OF ‘RALLIERS -EXCEEDED THE TOTAL .FOR SEF. .
A%) FCR ALL 34T ONE PREVIOUS MONTS OF 1963, WE PROJECT
TAAT .IT WILL 3E THE HIGHEST MONTH FDR.THE YEAR.

‘1IN AR-2, SINGE THE INITIATION OF HIS OFFENSIVE OVER 1239

¥I) RAVE-2ERM KILLED IN IA' 470. MOST. OF THESE WERE FROY - .a.,,u*-liv

THE #aIN 7FORCT 3WS OF THE DT-1 AND DT-2 REGTS AND LF BNS ~° 0 © " .

4STING I: #ONCERT WITH THESE REGTS. - L s

INI3 HaS CC3T MEAVY LOSS OF EXPERIENCED AND WELL TRAIVLD

4337 27 THE 8NS5, REGTS AND EVEY THE WILITARY REGION. -

P 5 REPORT THAT AT LEAST ONE #F BN F THE DT-1 REGT HAS .

T SISIANDED 3Y ITS COMMANDER ANDTHERE HAVE BEEN |
HFORTS OF THT DISBANDING OF TYO LF BNS, MORE IMPORTANT. .. A
THE- ENENY HAS LOST & LOMG-TIME REFUSE COMPLETE ¥ITH SUPFLY e
#NC AEDICAL FACILITIES. THERE ARE REPORTS THAT INSTRUCTIONS = - o

 NAVE 2TEIN IS3UED TO CULL COMPANY GRADE CADRE. FRQM THE .. . .- 5
IT-2 REGT T0 BE SENT FOR. TRAINING AT AN UNKNOWN LOCATION.

11 OTHER AREAS OF THE %R, SIGNS OF DETERIORATION ARE -
YISIBLE, OYE AGENT REPORTS -DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN NVA. -
| CADRE'AND: ¥C. PERSONNEL. OVER COMMAND WHICH LED TG A FIRE |

. FIGWTS RECRUITING :I$. A CONSTANT. PROBLEY: QUOTAS SET ..
“UBY HIGHER Q. ARE.SELDOM MET“AND~IF MET THE:RECRUITS IN
AR CRSES, DESERT “AT “THE -FIRST OPPORTUMITY, " fu ues s

YRk 1§ MR=3, DESPITS SIZEABLE.STRENGTH, 'ESPECIALLY:IN T
CUGANTHO ASEA, THE'ENENY DOES: NOTHING. REPORTS OF WILITAR
LEADERS INDICATE POPULAR ANTIPATHY TOWARD THE.VYC. THE.:

LoCAL. IYRABITANTS REFUSE. TQ SUPPORT. THE MILITARY UMITS

“WETH FH0Y AND° THEY EVADE 'LABOR SERVICE. WE HAVE REPORTS i
1 0F .Y ‘CATRE ZELLING THEIR PROPERTY. AND' INDICATING. Inrvwr,,
{T0 LTAVE: THEIR AREAS. ¥E ALSO HAVE INFOSMATION THAT THE ;.
_qs 'CO¥G PROVINGE SECURITY SECTION HAS DIRECTED THE. VILLAG” f~a

STCURITY SECTINY TO RETRIEVE A NUMSER. OF WEAPONS FROM THE & ./ ...
S03RE, TO IYPRISON OR LIQUIDATE .VC CADRE WHO INTEND TO ..:~: o
,.nruqﬂ TO THE GV, AND TO CLOSELY. GUARD THE ROADS AND PSR

f-Q*I&R%ﬁY 'LEADING: IN AND QUT' OF THE HASLETS AND. VILLAGE;., PAEIARY

W,

-

Xerox from Quick Copy


















. BRT INFORMATION .-
) ! P
Te '9"

Momday, Oct. 28, 1963 -

“SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 1:2% p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Broodiag on Bus Wheeler's dilemma and assuming that you do
not wish to issue final orders uatil you have a face-to-face talk with
Gea. Abrams, I believe there are two fumdamental optioms:

-- send out an instructioa tomight to Harriman and Vance to
get with the North Vietaamese and say that mechanical arrange-
ments are such that we really meed back those 16 hours;

-~ if they kick and scream at this, slide the whole arrangement:
24 hours.

The problem with 24 hours is that these highly correct North Vietaamese
diplomats, Freach-trained, may not wish to have a meeting on Suaday,
November 3. They may therefore offer us Momnday, November ¢.

In any case, this is a problem you may wish to discuss with Sect. Rusk --
perhaps at the late Afternoon meeting you mentioned.

W. W, Rostow

P.S. I think our argumeat would have greater credibility with the North
Vietaamese if we frankly explained to them that you wish to have a
last-minute conference with General Abrams in Washington, which
caanet take place watil tomorrow moraiag.

P.P.S. Another alternative: If the North Vietnamese do not want to give
us back the 16 hours and we do not wish the first meeting to be closer to
the election, we can tell them that our time problems are such that, even
with a maximum effort, we cannot guarantee that every unit will get the
word by the time of the bombing cessation. Therefore, they should not
complain if there is some spill over for, say, 7 hours after the time we
specify,

FYI: The main problem isust the dir units or the Navy, it is the

forward Infantry and Artillery battalions. In short, we would be asking
them for a de facto 7-hour extension on the time of the bombing cessation,

W.W.R,



EYES ONLY

Monday, Oct. 28, 1963
1:10 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Our best information is: the normal flying time
from Saigom to the East coast is 24 hours in a
Cidl. The flight in question is expected teo take
about 23 hours, 20 minutes.

W. W. Rostow
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Monday, Oct. 28, 1968 /

~SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 12:05 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
Here is a preblem and a proposed solution for your comsideratioa.

Sect. Rusk and Bill Bundy believe that our difficulties with Korea, Thailand,
Austiralia, etc., will be much less if we can say that Thieu has beea fully informed
and is fully aboard. Therefore, they suggest:

That Bunker see Thieu this evening (our time) -- tomorrow vorning
Saigon time -- and describe fully the deal and the timing. But Buaker
would tell Thieu that the Presideat simply will not make a decision
unti]l he has a final check with Abrams. Therefore Thieu must not,
repeat not, talk to a living soul until he gets an affirmative go-ahead
signal from Buaker after the President has seen Abrams.

Assumiag that you make a podﬂn decision at about 8 .00 a. m. tomorrow
moraing eur time and final orders are issued by Gen. Wheeler, then:

-- we would signal Buaker to go to Thiew;

-- we would signal our Ambassadors to go to the troop comtributing
countries with the firm statement that Thieu was aboard.

Sect. Rusk and Bill Bundy would envisage positioming with our TCC
Ambassadeors the relsvant iaformatioa to await and execute from here.

The latest cables from Bunker are quite reassuriag about Thiew and Ky,
I told Bill Bundy that his next message to Bunker should include a plea

that he and Thieu exercise seme kind of ingenuity to keep their meetings
frem getting on the ticker every hour on the hour.

W. W. Restow

Preliminary meeting with Thieu, subject to President's
final decision, OK this eveaiag our time

Call me



SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 10/28/68

-2

Prepositioning of TCC cables with Ambassadors tonlghi our time OK

No

Call me



INFORMATION

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
Meaday, October 28, 1968
11:30 a. m,
Mr. President:
Herewith Buaker's latest
with Thiew, which Sec. Rusk
regarded as reassuriag.

Key pascages are marked.

W. W. Restow

Saigon 41323

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

WWRostow:rln
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'- .DOWN TOWARD WHAT ‘MAY BE, AN EARLY AGREEMENT WITH HANOI, DERGER ﬂi*{ﬁﬂ

#.i AND HAD AMENDED THE LAST 'VERSIONS TO GIVE EFFECT TO ‘THESE CHANGES,
Ti..TNE MAIN-ONE-OF WHICH WAS:-TO ELABORATE THE FOURTH PARAGRAPH: TO”INCLUDE-

- PANYING STATEMENT, -
"7 THE RESULT WE THOUGHT WAS A MUCH BETTER AND FULLER JDINT'ﬁNNOUNCE;

33{ SUPPORT’ OF THE JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT, IF THIEU AND KY PULL TOGETHER, -,j-"~

D‘,.
.\' .

'”- ATTENDING, FINALLY I SAID THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE ALREADY

3 “L.
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i -f ) N MR

SUBJECT' MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU OCTOBER 28.;..

2. 1 BECXDED TO MEET ALONE NITH THIEU- ON THE LATEST VERSION OF TRE
JOSNT ARNOUNCEMENT. IN ORDER TO RAVE A FULL -AND: FRANK TALK ABOUT THE
TEXT. IN RELATION-TO  WHERE HE AND NIS GOVERNMENT -STAND "AS WE MOVE

ACCOMPAINED, .1 ALSO WANTED TO TAKE UP. WITIL NIM:MY: CONTINUED AND
- QROWIND ANNOYANGE AND IRRITATION WETH FURTHER GTATEMENTS: AND INe Ty
8PthU LLAKS HERL, NHICH ARE ANYTHING BUT HPLPFUL- co <

2. I OPENED BY SAY!NG THAT WASHINGTON WELCOMED 1S AND XY'S SUGGES~
“TIONS AT OUR LAST MEETING FOR CHANGES IN THE DRAFT JOINT ANNOUNCEMENT, ‘

N T

‘P

CERTAIN POINTS INTENDED ORGINALLY“TO FIGURE IN OUR- PRESIDENT s ACCON-

;ﬁ_

. WENT_FROW EVERY 'POINT OF VIEW, AND I MOPED IT WOULD MEET ALL. THE(
gEQgéggMENTS OF THE GVN. I DID NOT SEE HOW’NE COULD GO: ANY '
UR . ' . o2 e e

3. 1. WENT - ON TO SAY THAT, NOW THAT THERE WAS- NO SHADOW OF OOUBT R
. ABOUT THE US OR GVN VIEW OF THE NLF, IF-WE STAND TQGETHER-IN 'ZW?:;;1 3
THE PARIS MEETING,-IF VICE PRESIDENT “KY COMES OUT IN PUBLIC -

\ .l

ANO _IF_IT IS MADE CLEAR TO ALL THAT THE GVN'IS WILLING TO TALK TO-
. AWYONE TO DISCOVER A ROAD TO PEACE, I THOUGHT HE WOULD HAVE NO . : ™
DIFFICULTY WITK H1S PEOPLE IF HE JOINED -TALKS WHICH THE NLF WAS ‘ '

..LOOKING BEYOND “THE TALKS TO THE FUTURE, AND-1 -WOULD HOPE THAT~HE

.WOULD - SAY SOMETHING -TO THEM ALONG THE:LINES OF THE "CHARTER FOR*
SOCIAL -REVOLUTION”. THAT:VE: HAD' TALKED ABOUT: . wiqiiis,

P
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4. rn:au "READ THE NEW DRAFT AND -5A1D; "I DO NOT SEE HOW WE:

rA.YI&ING MORE."-HE WILL DISCUBS TT WITH KY. AND THE
fp¥%mz r‘oxsrsﬁ‘"ﬂt ASKED IF THERE WAS. ANYTHING NEw IN rus TALKS
WITH HANOI, - , IR

Q ) L,
5 5, 1 HAVE BEEN VAGUE wer THIEU THIS LAST WEEK ABOUT THE TIMES IR
[

n

&

XS

& 7. OF THE PRIVATE ‘MEETINGS AND, IN RESPECT OF -SUBSTANCE DISCUSSED, = .-
i I HAVE LIMITED MYSELF TO SAYING, "THERE IS NOTHING NEW,. WE R P

“L TOLD HANGL WE WOULD STOP THE BOMBING,TWO OR THREE DAYS™ - - - TR
b:  -DEFORE THE MEETING, AND WE ARE STILL WAITING FOR HANOI TO GIVE. i
. US A DATE, 1 REPEATED THIS AGAIN THIS MORNING. THIEU ASKED WY ...
b:0- LWAS MANOI DELAYING ‘SINCE THERE WAS UNDERSTANDING IN PRINCIPLE . ¥
C B ALMOBY TWO WEEKS AGO. I SAID I DIDN'T KNOW, LT MAY BF THAT THEY. .

. " ARE IAVING TROUBLE WITH. THE NLF," BERGER INTERJECTED, ®IT MAY - &
¢ " BE THAT THEY ARE STUDYING THE SIGNS OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOU AND US:
WHICH HAVE APPEARED HERE,.AND NOW SEE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE A e
.+ WEDGE BETWEEN US, AND CAPITALIZE ON IT."-THIEU SAID THEY WOULD" i
. “CERTAINLY TRY TO DO THAT, AND THIS GAVE ME THE OCCASION TO ench A

. UP THE SECOND MAIN. ITEM 1.HAD ON.MY AGENDA. . ' , . "'i

-E 6, 1 SHOWED A BATCH. OF PRESS REPORTS AND EDITORIALS FROM THE" [ ".,
.+ ~--LOCAL PAPERS ABOUT SO-CALLED DIFFERENCES, AND QUOTED FROM THEM.}.H
F'.© “LET US DE-AMERICANIZE THE PEACE," (MIN INFORMATION), “GVN . - ..
- WANTS TWO-SIDED TALKS." (PRIMIN), "US PRESSURING GVN." ”GVN

B*. RESISTING us PRESSURE," ‘ETC., el .

i 9, 1 SAID ALL THIS WAS. UNCALLED FOR UNNECEQSARY, ‘AND DANGEROUS. "‘f—
£ WHILE NE AND I WERE WORKING THINGS OUT QUIETLY, THE US Auruonxrxzs
{"- WERE SAYING NOTHING, AND IT WAS MWOST UNFORTUNATE THAT THLS STREAM .
- OF STATEMENTS CONTINUES MERE. IT WILL ONLY CONFUSE THE vzarnamsss
" . AND COULD MAKE THINGS man DIFFICULT FOR HIM wHEN THE MEETINGS
" OPEWN, E , . P e,

3, xuxsuvwas naseusxvz AND APOLOGETIC, BLAMING IT on THE PRESSURES
. DF_THE PRESS, . | - :

é
03l
3‘
o 3 4
'“.9. THIEU ASKED IF HANOI WOULD GIVE us A DATE BEFORE OUR ELECTION. -T
. §E SAID WE DIDN'T KNOW, BUT THERE WAS SUCH A" POSSIBILITY, IN WHICH .
E* " CASE-TIE FIRST MEETING MIGHT WELL TAKE’ PLACE BEFORE ELECTION DAY---
WHICH WAS A WEEK FRON TOMORROW, - y i
¥

“: .M I SAID WE WERE UNABLE TO GO ANY Funrnun IN MEETING THE avu
 NEEDS THAN THE URAFT JOINT .ANNGUNCEMENT, ALSO, WE COULD NOT. -
- MEET THEIR REQUEST FOR PRICEDURAL MEETINGS BEFGRE THE MALN MEET=
. "ING,"THEY RAD THEREFORE TO DECIDE WHETHER THEY WERE GOING.TO JOIN :if |
. THE-TALKS OR NOT, AND THEY MIGHT MHAVE' TO DECIDE ON SHORT NOTICE. I -9 I
SUSGESTED A JOINT MEETING WITH KY AND THE. FOREIGN' MINISTER THIS =
b . AEIERNOON TO SEE:IF ANY ISSUES REMALN, WE WILL MEET AT 1782 HOURS, mr
7 I SAID IF THE GVN RAISES NEW CONDITIONS AND :DOES NOT JOIN THE FIRST
"’ MEETINRN THIEU SKOULD NOT: UNDERESTIMATE THE 'SERIOUS:CONSEQUENCES .. 1 |
OF- SUCH'A DECISION. -HE SAID HE.WAS AWARE OF THEM, BUT THOUGHT gL_ ;

A EED‘ NOW BET EE S \-,:’4 S el v '_ (
WERE PRETTY UELL GR W 42U>'u

X
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{omday, Oct. 28, 1968
11:30 2. m,

AR, PRESIDENT:

This message, which has just arrived from
Mrs. Gandhi, has ia it an alleged direct communica-
tion from Hanel which could be mildly helpful --
even though all hands will take it with ample
skepticism.

Neverthelsss, it is as flat 2 direct quotation
about de -escalation and as explicit a reference
to the DMZ as we have gotten.

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

/ Zw,, /[,Z:
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, D. C.

October 27, 1968.

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to transmit herewith a message
received telegraphically from the Prime Minister of India addressed to
Your Excellency :

Message begins:

Dear Mr, President,

Newspapers give the impression that we may be

on the verge of a breakthrough in the Paris talks. e
have been coanveying our own assessment to you and to your
representatives. This was based on our frequent exchanges
of views with the Government of D.R.V.N. and their
representatives. e bslieve.that-the complete and -
uneon ditional stoppage of th_ bombing of Nortk: “:.etnam ,

d.efim.tel:, lead to a de-escalation of the conflict
iﬁttwhe demilitarised zone, and possibly elsevhere also.
Ve. have said this before but hope you will not mind ny
repeating it since it is of vital importance in the
7’context of. the present situation. '

2. The D.R.V.N. Government stated that they will
nokrescalate, provided that there is no escalation from
akbe: other side. They have also told us in clear terms”
. tbak they need peace for the development of their country.
and. t.hat *they will prove it by deeds and not merely by .
- Pe—escalation would-certainly facilitate the
n of hostilities throughout Vietnam and negotifations
;ﬁ&%itmal settlement within the broad framework of
the Geneva Agreements, -

3. Your bold and imaginative initiative of last
March of this year won the admiration of the entire world,
Later, all eyes were fixed on the talks in Paris :in the hope
‘that some solution would soon =merge. The world still
looks to you knowing how deeply concerned you have been
over this whole question. There is understanding of

- your doubts and appreciation of the difficulties which

- you face in taking any step. But it is becoming more and

" more clear that this step is the only way to end the
conflict and bring about a peaceful political settle:nent.. o
That is why I thought I should appeal to you to giye
your highest consideration to the possibility of :Eoppxng

- the bombing in the larger interests of peace in t
part. of the world, .

-
R
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be We have the greatest admiration for the
United States' championship of peace and freedom.
You have helped us in our time of need and this
has strengthened friendship for you and your
country throughout India, You personally,

Mr. President, have attempted and achieved much
during your tenure of office. It would be a
tremendous achievement, and I am sure you would
earn the gratitude of mankind, if, before laying
down your great office, you could take another
bold initiative to end this tragic war.

5. I am sending a similar message also to
President HO CHI MINH. I would rather not
publicize these messages because of the delicate

nature of the talks and developments at this
stage.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

 INDIRA GANDHI

Message ends,

With the assurances of my highest consideration and
esteen.

Yours sincerely,

Se,

.‘ /
( Lli TYavar Jung )

o

/.

His Excellency Lyndon 3. Johason,
President of the United States of ,.merica R
The White House,
Washington D.C.

N i :
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" ANSWER TO THE THREE QUESTIONS\HE RA;b-D.,

~1s €A WE HAVE RAISED THE ISSUES oF THE DMZ ARD INDISCRIMINATE '
~ ATTACKS AGAINST THE MAJOR CITIES AND WHAT _ .
" WE EXPECT ON THE PART OF THE DRV IN RESPECT TO THESE TW0 : .
~ MATTERS ‘IN 12 SECRET MEETINGS WITH THE DRV. OFTEN THESE . el
++ .SUBJECTS WERE RAISED MORE THAN ONCE IN THOSE MZZTINGS T

.. ONE WAS RAISED. ThHE DISCUSSION OF THESE MATTERS § E6 AN
“IN JUNE AND HAVE CONTINUED UNTIL THE PRESENT AY. S0 THAT
.WE HAVE BEEN CONSISTENTLY PRESENTING QUR POSITION.

.. IN THIS REGARD TO THE OTHLR SiDE, . '

'l-OF TROOPS FROM, ACROSS AND WITHIN THE DMZ; AKD
. THERE WILLBE:NO MASSING OR MOVEMENT OF TROOPS NEAR THE

.AS MOST RECENTLY EXPRESSED IN STATE 254715, WiTH RESPECT TC THE

© LAY ALSO SAlID THAT IF THE UNITED STATES STOPS THE 80¢BI‘G
. AND ARTILLERY FIRCZ ACROSS THE DMZ, “YOU WI'‘Y SEE WHaT VILL

- . HAPPEN BECAUSZ GUR GOVERNMENT HAS CONSISTE..LY REbPaCTCS

"THE DMZ. REALITY WILL GIVE YOU THE REPLY." ThIS, Lal

% UQDERSTANDS WHAT.WILL BE NECESSARY IN THE vUZ'

Iy

Z 2818252 OCT 68 E L TS T 2 AL

TQ SEGSTATE WASKDG FLASH 7587 T
STATE GRNC S
B : o

NODIS/NARVAN/DOUSLE PLUS . . 16800728 A6 17

. .
1 ORGP UL SR\ DU

PURSUANT TO TELCON WITH. szcm:mav, THERE .vom.ows, THE  ©  =a

IN MOST CASES BOTH SUBJECTS WERE RAISED; I8 A raw CibEQ ONLY -

(8) OUR DEMAND WITH RESPECT 'TO THE DMz BAS S"EV'
THERE WILL BE- NO FIRING OF ARTILLERY, ROCKETS OR MORTARS IR
FROM ACROSS AND WITHIN THE DMZ; THERE WILL BE WO MOV&NLNT T

R S AN - CIVOAU NS

DMZ IN A MANNER THREATENING TO THE OTHER SIDE. OUR DEMAND ) -
WITH RESPECT TO THE CITIES HAS BEEN THAT THERS WILL BE ‘ :
NO INDISCRIMNINATE ATTACKS AGAINST MAJOR CITIES. THESE
FORMULATIONS ARE PRECISELY' IN ACCORDANCE WITK CUR INSTRUCTIONS,

5Z, HA VAV LRU HAS SAID THAT WE SHOULD STOP ARTILLERY FIRE IR &
“‘ND THE DRV WiLL XNOW WHAT TO DO"." . A

2I0, WOULD CREZATE THE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR & SaTTLIKCS:L.
xﬁhZT Lag IS SAYI&Q WHEN HE SPEAKS IN THIS WY IS
WHILE HE WILL NEVER ADMIT TO PAST VIOLAT OGNS
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(C) WITH RESPECT TO THE INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS

- 5|AGAINST MAJOR CITIES, VWE HAVE NOT ONLY RAISED THIS

ISSUE REPEATEDLY IN PRIVATE SESSIONS, ByT .MADE IT g
AN ISSUE IN PLENARY MEETINGS. IN FACT, WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS, _

.- THERE HAVE BEEN NONE FOR SEVERAL MONTHS, -

(D) THROUGHOUT OUR MEETINGS WHEN THESE SUBJECTS

" HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED, AT NO.POINT HAS.THE OTHER SIDE GIVEN'

* US ANY BASIS FOR BELIEVING THAT THEY DID NOT
* | UNDERSTAND PRECISELY WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT AND WHAT IS -
' EXPECTED OF THEM, - L

(£ ON OCTOBER 11, PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS (STATE S

~'252815) AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH VANCE'S DISCUSSIONS WITH
:* THE SECRETARY, WE SAID, “IN RESPONDING TO YOU QUESTION,

IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THERE BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN -
US. IT 1S VERY IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE NOT TALKX&G
ABOUT RECIPROCITY OR CONDITIQNS BUT SIMPLY A FACT THAT

-« AFTER CESSATION OF ALL. BOMBARDMENT THE PRESIDENT'S aBILITY - .7~
-% " TO MAINTAIN ‘THAT SITUATION WOULD .BE AFFECTED BY, GERTAIN | o
+ .} ELEMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS.

“WE DO 'NOT LOOK ON THEM AS A CONDITION T

©.. FOR STOPPING THE BOMBING BUT AS A DESCRIPTION OF THE

SITUATION WHICH WOULD PERMIT SERIOUS NEGOTIATIONS AND

- THUS THE CESSATION TO CONTINUE. YOU-WILL UNDERSTAND, °

“ . 3.1 THEREFORE, THAT THE.CIRCUMSTANCES WE HAVE DISCUSSED 1IN OUR ‘ :
. VARIOUS PRIVATE NMEETINGS ABOUT MILITARY. ACTIVITY IN AND AROUHD THE S
;u . DMZ- ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE MALINTENANCE OF THAT SITUATION,

-

-

AND, OF COURSE, YOU KNOW FROM OUR VARIOUS DISCUSSIONS THAT .,"3

" lu INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST MAJOR GITIES - - - !+

~ WOULD CREATE A SITUATION WHICH WOULD NOT PERNMIT SERIOUS
. TALKS AND THUS THE MAINTENANCE OF A CESSATION." WE HAVE

1+ REPEATED THIS IN EQUALLY CLEAR TERMS ON SUBSEQUENT 0CCASIONS, = "

- L REPRESENTATIVE IN PARlo, WE HAVE RAISED THE SURGJECT CF .
oo THE DML ARD ATTACKS ON THE MAJOR CITIES AND WAVF TOLG

ﬂlHARRIMAH,“ ﬁbﬂﬂ"w‘hﬁdw_““,f.t

(F) IN ADDITION, IN FOUR MEETINGS WITH TKE SOVIAT PP

THEM THAT A HOND!N( CEGGATION COULD NOF DE MAINTAINED t
IF THE DRV ACTED IN BAD FALTH WITH RESPECT TO THESE MATTERS. .
HE HAS BEEN IN REGULAR AND FREQUENT CONTACT WITK THE DRV .
DELEGATION. HE HAS INDICATED TO US THAT -THE DRV UNDERSTANDS
OUR POSITION, WE FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT THE

- :SECRETARY HAS ALSO RAISED THESE SUBJECTS. WITH THE RhSSlANS
vt AND - HAS MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR., ot ‘

i ’
)
a8

(G) FINALLY, OUR CONTINUED REFUSAL T0 INULUDE THE \i".

1 wORDS “WITHOUT CONDITION® IN AN AGREED MINUTE MAKES 3T - @ w3
CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT- ALTHOUGH THERE.ARE NO "PRE=CONDITIONS" ' - o
THERE 4RE CIRCUMSTANCES OR WHAT SOME PEOPLE MIGHI CALL ..

- "CONDITIONS ;SUBSEQUENT,~ ‘THE OCCURANCE.OF,WHICH WOULD™ - ./
CAUSE US'TO. RESUNE THE BOMBINGs i inid iispics "1 o

. 7. -. ¢ hll’ ‘.‘ -IN
( K] .-' “Mclﬁdi ~“’°‘:"‘“"" *‘-N
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* EYES ONLY FOR TKE  SECRETARY FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 7508 . 1968 OCT 28 AM 6:09
STATE GRNC ,

$-E-C-R-E~T SECTION 2 OF 2 PARIS 22996
NOD IS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS '
DELTO 885 | | . /

2. IN OUR JUDGEMENT,.THE DRV WILL CARRY OUT WHAT WE HAVE
DEMANDED OF THEM WITH RESPECT TO THE DMZ AND

< INDISCRIMINATE ATTACKS AGAINST MAJOR CITIES, WHILE

WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED DIRECT AFFIRMATION THAT THE DRV
WILL ABIDE BY OUR DEMAND=-WE ARE CONVINCES THEY UhDERSTAND

" CLEARLY WHAT THEY ARE EXPECTED TO DO, AS INDICATED

ABOVE, THIS IS CONFIRMED BY OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH SOVIETS,
‘IN ADDITION, THE DRV UNDERSTANDS THE CONSEQUENCES IF THEY

FAIL TO LIVE UP TO THEIR PART OF TRE UNDERSTANDING, I.E.y . .

TKE BOMBING WILL BE RESUMED. IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT
THERE wILL BE SOME MINOR VIOLATIONS SUCH AS MOVING SHALL
NUMBERS OF MEN AND SUPPLIED THROUGH THE DMZ., THESE CAN

BE JUDGED ON THE BASIS OF THE TOTAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN wuzcu

THEY GCCUR, i

'3, AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY STATED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS,

THE BOMBING SHOULD BE RESUMED IF OUR DEMANDS WITH .
RESPECT - i
TO EITHER THE DMZ OR THE CITIES ARE VIOLATED. ' :

BT
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INFORMATION

~SEGRET--EYES ONLY

Moaday, October 28, 1968 -- 7:35 a. m.

Mr, Presideat:

Genersl Abzams wlll arrive at Andrews at 5:30 a. m,
tomorrow meraiag, Cctober 29.

It apparently took him abeut 3-1/2 hours, after recelpt
of the message, to take off from Saigea.

W. W. Restow

“SECRET-—-EYES ONLY

WWRostow:rln






INFORMATION

\v

Menday, Oct.28, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT :

Herewith Bunker's account of his meetiag with
Thiou and Ky om the joiat statement. The proposed
paragraph sidelined in red om page 2 is stroager
than, I believe, Sect. Rusk would like to ses it.

Bwt 1 de believe that the GVN has a right to
protect its position at this delicate moment.

1 am quits sure that Hamol will seek to protect
its pesition before its people without excessive
concern for seasibilities in Saigom or Washington.
But you will wish te get Sect. Rusk's judgment.

W. W, Rostow

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLK PLUS attachmeat (Saigon 41356)
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IREF: SA1GON 41323 v_'-E I 5
SUBJECT: JOINT MEETING' ocrossa 28, - L | a8

. _'.| . . -~
‘le THE MEETING WITH rursu, KY AND THANK TOOK PLACE IN THE LATE
; LAFTERNOON, AND THE FACT THAT MORE THAN HLAF THE TIME WAS TAXEN
. EUP BY EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE (MOSTLY BETWEEN XY AND

st e ¢ e il g

J BV dad (e M&.‘n".:ﬂd'.z [FORTS P s m-.al'-l‘ -}u :‘h’ N

et .
_ll!'mL'.ﬁJ‘l.l PPN

THE END OF THE MEETING (ATTENDED ON OUR SIDE ALSO BY BERGER
AND HERZ) WE REACHED AGREEMENT ON A.SOMEWHAT CHANGED JOINT ANNOUN-‘
'CEMENT, BUT ONE WHICH ! BELIEVE WE CAN ACCEPT AND WHICH THE GVUN -
BELIEVES WILL MAKE IT EASIER-FOR THEM TO COPE WITH CRITICISM - . ::
pT"AT THEY HAD ACREED T0 MEET WITH THE NLF. T WAS -‘NOT EASY, = . °

12, CHANGES REPRESENTED BY THE REDRAFT OF THE JOINT Announcsnznr
© }(SEPTEL) ARE aS FOLLOWS: .

. 1A, “SECOND AND THIRD PARAGRAPHS' ARE SWITCHED, IT IS NOT CLEAR TO.
TME WHY THE GVN PREFERS IT THAT WAY, BUT SINCE NO SUBSTANTIVE .
. {CHANGE WHATEVER 1S INVOLVED,  AND S!NCF WE HAD TO OPPOSE MORE
 [MPORTANT CHANGES THAT THIEU AND KY TRIED TO MAKE, I ACCEPTED .
'THIS WITHOUTY ARGUMENT AND RECOMMENDED .THAT.-IT .BE CONFIRMED,

N E'B. THE LAST PARAGRAPH 70 BE REWORDED (1)-TO GET AWAY FROM THE
+IDEA OF “THE. NEXT MEETING", - WHICK CARRIED THKE IMPLICATION TO

' (THE GVN THAT THEY WERE BEING -INCLUDED -IN. SOMETHING THAT HAD -

- 'BEEN GOING ON FOR SOME TIME, RATHER THAN BEING THERE.AT THE =~

- ¢BEGINNING .OF THE SUBSTANTIVE:TALKS WITH 'NORTH VIET=NAM; (W2) USE

~oOF THE _WORD,. ”DELEGATIONS' IO .DESCRIBE GVN AND US ATTENDANCE, :

N R

thIEU) SHOWED HOW NECESSARY IT HAD BEEN, 1 CAN REPORT THAT AT

X
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'.ESTITUTED BY HANOI AS THEY WISH.IT TO BE CONSTITUTED™, KE

"PED BINDING INSTRUCTIIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT THAT THE CONFERENCE

. OUT ONCE MORE THAT SINCE HANOT WISHED THE MEETINGS TO BE FOUR-

¢
$+9 AFYER AGREEMENT WAS REACHED ON THE TEXT (GREPTELY , KY SALD,

- 'TO PREVENT A DISINTEGRATION OF MORALE ON OUR SIDE.". I REPEATED,

.2 SAIGON 41356 OCT 28

'BY WHICH THEY HOPE TO CONFER MORE STATUS'ON THE CVN REPRESENT A~ " -
ATIVESS () DELETION OF THE SENTENCE BEGINNING “THE OTHER SIDE"™,

- WHICH THE GUN NOW CONSIDERS UNNECESSARY; AND (4) AMENDMENT OF THE
'LAST SENTENCE TO MAKE IT READt "THE TwO PRESIDENTS WISHK TO MAKE -«

IT CLEAR THAT NEITHER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET=
NAM NOR-THE UNITED STATES GOVERNNENT RECOGNIZES THE SO-CALLED -~
-NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONG AS AN ENTITY INDEPENDENT OF NORTR VIET~

i~

{WORXED HARD TO FIND A COMPROMISE, PERHAPS KE DO SO IN -THE END
I'SINCE AFTER NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO PRESENT TRE FUTURE MEETINGS .
~AS INVOLVING ONLY THREE DELEGATIONS, WHICH I REJECTED, XY FINALLY .
‘SAID, "1 THINK IT IS BETTER THAT WE OPENLY RECOGNIZE THAT THE-. -
NLF WILL BE THERE.". 1T WAS XY, APPARENTLY, WHO OFFERD TO.DROP
iAS UNNECESSARY, THE PHRASE ABOUT THE OTHER SIDE BEING CONe

SAID, "THE REALITY IS THAT WE ACCEPT THE FRONT AT THE CONFERENCE.™
LTHE MOST IMPORTANT THING FROM THE GVN POINY OF VIEW, AS THIEU
[EMPRASIZED, 1S TO MAKE THE LAST SENTENCE 'OF THE JOIRT -
eANNOUuCEMENT (ABOUT NON-RECOGNITION OF THE NLF) AS STRONG AS
.

4 o S!NCE THE GUN IN.THE END GAVE UP THEIR ATTEMPTS T0 PICTURE THE
MEETINGS AS CONSISTING OF ONLY THREEE PARTICIPANTS, I JUST WISH
10 RECORD THAT DISCUSSION WAS

LONG AND DIFFICULT, AT ONE POINT THIEY ASKED' ME IF I HAD RECEIV- .

 MUST NOT BE PICTURED AS TAKING PLACE BETWEEN THREE DELEGATIONS, I.
t ANSWERED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. EARLIER IN THE DISCUSSION I POINTED

POWER, AND SAIGON WISHES THEM TO BE THREE-POWER, THE ONLY
POSSIBLE BASIS FOR TALKS WAS TO BE SILENT ON THE POINT. KY

"I "UNDERSTAND YOUR PROB[FM. YOU CAN'T HAVE A CONFERENCE IF HANOI
L WON'T COME ~= OR IF SAIGON WON'T COME.™ BUT HE KEPT TRYING, :
? NEVERTHFLF.SS, TO FIND SOME FORUMLATION THAT WOULD KAVE MADF 7T
;APPFAR THAT TUERE WAS ONLY ONE DRLEGATION ON TNF OTNE SINE,

‘TTQUITE_ FRANXLY, WE ARE NOT SATISFIED, DRUT WITH SUCH MAThRIAl
L WE CAN EXPLAIN, ONLY IT WILL BE DIFFICULY TO CONVINCE THE
-PEOPLE, IF THE CONFERENCE LASTS MANY MOHTHS, OUR PROBLEM WILL RE

WITH SOMFE EMPHASIS, THAT THIS IS ENTIRELY THE WRONG waY OF

| UNDERSTOOD THIS WELL, EVEN WHILE TRYING TO SWUEEZE US, HE SAIb: {

rNAM. . L, '

'iSo KXY, WHO APPARENTLY MADE THE GREATEST DIFFICULTIES DURING THE
:DISCUSSIONS, CAME .UP TO ME AFTER THE MEETING AND SAID HE HAD™ -

(O

. . e - 3
.. . - " 3 S . - . .
e ALY e, 1eIahet od £ Ll LAt P b Voo otees vemitri i -..‘~u [ 'Y

.
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}LOOKINP AT THE MEETING WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE IF IT EVENTUATES:

}THE GVN SHOULD PRESENT IT AS A VICTORY, IT WILL HAVE FORCED TKE
' DRV TO NEGOTIATE WITH THEM, THE TALXS WILL BE A SIGN THAT THE
{ DRV DESPAIRS OF -ORTAINING ITS GOALS ON THE BATTLEFIELD, THAT
JT RECOGNIZES THAT .IT: CANNOT SUBVERT OR. INT!MIDATB THE SOUTH

aes > .o

SAMEe P s
L. .

~ .



" +3- SAIGON 41356, OCT 28

" kTHAT WAY CONE UP EARLY, IF, THERE ARE: SER10US TALKS. BUNKER - .

e ———————— s — .

" TVIETNAMESE. BESIDES, WE WILL BE AT THE SIDE OF THE GUN BOTH IS B
THE TALKS AND IN PUSHING OUR MILITARY ADVANTAGES IN SOUTH VIETNAM,
'1S0 THAT THE DANGER OF DISINTEGRATION SHOULD BE ENTIRELY ON THE

OTHER -SIDE,

%6, THERE WAS STILL MUCH APPREWENSION ON THE GUN SIDE ABOUT Ca i
-BEING FACED WITH ACCOMPLISHED FACTS AT THE FIRST MEETING: THEY .
{WANTED TO KNOW HOY WE COULD AVOID PRESS PHOTOGRAPHERS AT ALL M
IMEETINGS INCLUDING THE FIRST, THEY. STRESSED THAT PICTURES -l
"SHOWING THE GVN SITTING ACROSS FROM THE NLF AS IF THE LATTER g
tWERE A CO-EQUAL DELEGATION, .WOULD RE EXTREMELY- TROUBLESOME MERE, =3
FTHANN ALSO SAID KE WISHED TO GO OVER THE POINTS COVERED IN ALL OUR -
- ¢RECENT DICUSSIONS TO DRAFT AGREED UNDERSTANDINGS, SO THAT WE o
LWOULD HAVE A RECORD OF WHAT HAD DEEN DECIDED WITH RESPECT DOTH )
70 _SURSTANCE AND PROCEDURE, AT THE END_IT WAS THANI HIMSELF who ']
L USED THE WORD "AGREEMENT® TO DESCRIBE THE OUTGOME OF TODAY'S .-
‘JOINT MEETING, S . .' . }

r:OUR REQUIREMENTS WHILE GIVING THE VIETNAMESE SOMETHING THEY.
7.CAN LIVE WITH, IT HAS NOT BEEN AN EASY DECISION FOR THEM,

ﬁg. WE AGREED TO MEET SOON AGAIN TO DISCUSS SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

“7. 1 URGE APPROVAL OF THIS AGREEMENT.WHICH IT SEEMS TOME MEETS:. .-~
3
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SEGRAT- Monday, October 28, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Exercise FOCUS RETINA

The attached memorandum: from the Under Secretary of State
(Tab A) recommends that you direct the postposement of FOCUS
RETINA wntil such time as it would be convenient for the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to rescheduls it.

This recemmendation is made out of consideration for the Pan-
muajom negotiations oa the PUEBLO. As you kaow, receat developments
in those megotiations have been neither clearly encouraging mor dis-
couraging, and it does net seem likely that the situation will have chaaged
appreciably by mid-November. The exercise does aot seem worth placing
the negotiations im jeopardy.

Postponement could cause the Korean government to feel that we
are placing our interests ia the PUEBLO crew abeve our conceram for
their security. The Under Secretary's memorandum poiats out that this
could be mitigated by ammouncing the exercise could be held next spring.

After receiviag his meme at the White House, however, a telegram
from Ambassader Porter (Tab B) arrived. It points out that discussions
of FOCUS RETINA have been in low key, and there has beea no public
anncuncement of it. He recommends reutine motification of postponement
to the Republic of Korea, without any public anmocuncement. This proce-
dure seems preferable to me and we have telephonic confirmation that
State and Defense agree with Porter's recommended handling.

Seocul advises that decision oa FOCUS RETINA is needed there not
later tham 31 October, Washingtoa time, in order to stop preparatioms
now ia progress.

Recommendation:

That you direct the postpoaement of FOCUS RETINA without public
ammowncement.

W. W. Rostow

Approve Disapprove Call me

SECRDY- AJenkins:mm



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

October 26, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Exerclse FOCUS RETINA

Recommendatidn:

That you direct the postponement of FOCUS RETINA
until such time as 1t would be convenlent for the
Joint Chlefs of Staff to reschedule 1t.

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

: I suggest that you direct that this exercise, in-
volving an alrborne brigade moving to Korea, be postponed
until the next convenlent date -- probably in the spring.
This recommendation 1s based on the results of the last
Panmunjom meeting on the PUEBLO.

After thls last meeting, whose results were neither
clearly encouraging nor discouraging, 1t does not seem
likely that the PUEBLO negotiations will be in a very
different stage in mid-November from where they are now.

If, however, we proceed toward the November 20 date
for beginning the exercise, we will have to make a publlc
announcement very shortly. (The planned date for this
announcement has been next Monday, October 28, but it
could slip a bit.) Once this announcement is made, it
will considerably reduce the chances of any North Korean
concessions in the PUEBLO negotiation, since they would
appear to be making concessions under threat. Even
though we cannot say that any concesslons seem likely,
the exerclise does not seem worth placing them in Jjeopardy.

The disadvantage of postponement is that it will
tend to make the ROK's, who have been counting on the
exercise 1n November, feel that we are placing our interest
in the PUEBLO crew above our concern for their security.

SEGRER/NODIS




SEGREF/NODIS 2

This could be mitigated by announcing now that the
exercise will be held next spring, which would reassure
the ROK's by publicly committing us to hold it but would
not place the North Koreans in the posture of releasing
the crew under threat of a current show of U.S. force.

Secretary Rusk agrees with this recommendation and
I have talked with Paul Warnke in DOD, who also concurs.

Hd L, L lE

The Under Secretary

SEERET/NODIS
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* * le J=3 DISCUSSIONS OF FOCUS RETINA WITH ROK JCS HAVE BEEN = .
~Tm=+rIN LOV KEY. " ROK-JCS HAS BEEN AWARE FROM START.THAT " oy -* i,
) _EXERCISE MIGHT NOT BE HELD AS SCHEDULED IF FUNDING NOT . - . ¢ '
|+ " APPROVED, WE ACCORDINGLY BELIEVE, THAT CANGELLATION OR, . " . ;.-
~¥i7 POSTPONENENT UHLIKELY CAUSE. Anvruxna MORE “THAN MILD ~. N
.i%3 i NEGATIVE REACTION: M R A
'_-..' ( ¢ R ! 2.
Slewrl gy RACT YHRRE NAS NOT BEEN PUBLIO ANNOUNGEMENT HELPS L CEE L
S0 PRESENT INSTANGE AS THERE IS NOTHING FOR ROXG TO EXKPLAIN MAYG, "
I WR DOUNT IR THERE WILL DE AHY REVENNERATIONS IN PRESS AS MAD- e
.+, : UAS DEER COMAENDAULY CLOSE=HOUTHED REGENTLY ALTHOLGH S
;o POSSIMILITY CANNOT BE ENTIRELY EXCLUDED,
20T e e
~ v 3, WE CONSIDER THAT ROUTINE NOTIFICATION OF POSTPONEMENT OR -~ ™ ="
CANCELLATION BY J=3 TO ..ICS AND FOLLOWUP DISCUSSIONS WITH MND -
8Y ACTING COMMANDER USFK IF TH1S APPEARS ADVISABLE IS ALL THAT .
' * IS REQUIRED, VWE RECOMMEND THAT NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BE v
‘T“ﬂﬁDE ‘AND THAT. NO COMMITMENT BE MADE TO ROKG AS TO RESCHEDUL!NO
.Y OF EXERCISE, TWO POSTPONENENTS WOULD oavzousuv BE MORE
DIFFICULT T0 EXPLAIN THAN ONE, o,

a'f% 4, ACTING COMMANDER USFK ‘ADVISES THAT -DECISION ON “FoCus L
" RETINA 1S NEEDED HERE NOT LATER'THAN &1 OCTOBER (WASH!NGTON
TINE) 70, STOP. PREPARATSONS NOW lN PROGRESS," GP.’SI PORTER
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101
KOREA-AIRLIFT

WASHINSTON (AP) - THZ U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTHENT HAS DELAYED aMNOUIiCE~
¥ENT OF A DRAUATIC DENONSTRATION OF U.S. ABILITY TO AIRLIFT TROOPS

PENTAGON SOURCEIS SAID THE DZILAY IN AMIOUMNCPNG THE PLAMNED LIFT
OF A PARATROOP BRIGADZ TO SOUTH KORZA APPARZNILY STEHMZID FROM A
DESIRE TO AVJIID AMNY SHOY OF FORCE DURINu THZ CURRgNT DELICATE VIETNAY
PEACE MANZUVERING,

$O0 FAR AS COULD BE DZTERMINED, THE ACTIONM IS NOT RELATED TO anY
CHAMGE I THZ CLIMATE OF NEIGOTIATIONS WITH MNORTH XOREA INVOLVPNG
THE CAPIIVE CR:ZY OF THZ SPY SHIPHPUZIBLO.

FORUAL ANNOUMNCEIENT OF THZ AIRLIFT EXERCISE WAS TO HAVE BEEN MQDV
TODAY. IT YAS UNCERTAINHHQYY LONG THI DELAY WOULD LAST, BUT TH"
EXERCPST ITSELF IS EXPECIED TO BZGIN AS PLAMNID INHMID-NOVEMBER.

THE HANZUYER WILL INVOLVE SOz 2,500 TR30PS, 1,500 OF THLM
ARMY PARATROOPZRS AND 1,000#4IR FORCE MEMN.

ABOUT 75 PLANES %ILL TAKE PART IN THE HMOVE OF TWO BATTALIONS OF
THE 82ND AIRBORNE DIVPSI0N FROM FT. BRAGG, MNORTH CAROLItA, TO SOUTH
KIREA.
8Z201PES OCT 28 ' T
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INFORMA TION
Monday, October 28, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Cambodia

This morning we had an interesting -~ and possibly significant «- develop-
ment in our relations with Cambodia. A young officer of the Cambodian
Foreign Ministry officially informed the Australian Embassy which represents
our interests in Phnom Penh that Prince Sthanouk has appointed him as ''cus-
todian' of the Cambodian Embassy building here in Washingtom. The young
officer gave to the Australian Embassy a note from the Cambodian Foreign
Ministry requesting that the American Embassy in Tokyo issue visas for the
Cambodian diplomat, his wife, and one servant.

For the several years since the break in our relations with Cambodia the
protection of the official Cambodian real estate in Washington has been left

to the French, who represent the Cambodians here. We are not aware of
any reason why the Cambodians should become dissatisfied with this arrange-
ment. It is possible, therefore, that Sihanouk is taking a hesitant and tenta-
tive step toward establishing communications with us.

The young officer being assigned to Washington is named Thay Sok. He has
not, in the past, been knownas a person of any particular influence or sig-
nificance. It is worth noting, however, that he is married to 2 princess of
the royal line and is a relative of Prince Sihamouk.

Thay Sok is expected to arrive in the United States at the end of the first week
in November.

There have been no new developments on the crew of our LCU, who continue
to be held prisoners by the Cambodians.

W. W, Rostow

MWright:wpt



Monday, October 28, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Feed for India

I otil]l have the food for India meme in my ''ses me'' file.
Attached is a note with the latest facts and another loek at the
srguments for an interim program of perhaps one milliea tons.

Bill Gaud is very worfied about the loss of IDA. He
believes the consequeaces for India will be very serious. He
is preparing a recommendation oa beth lean money and &
PL-480 pregram for India before the end of the year.

You will waat to give Gaud a hearing. I need guidance ea

whether you want to ceasider an interim PL-480 pregram now
or look at PL-480 wheat for India later as part of Gawd's over-

all package.

W. W. Rostow

See me oa PL-480

I'll look at PL-480 as part of Gaud's package

Call me

LAE JERBE -GONFIDENTINL"









Monday, October 28, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached is Secretary Fowler's memo describing his plans to
attend the NATO Ministerial Meeting in Brussels November 14-16
and to visit key capitals, before and after the NATO meeting, for
talks with Finance Ministers.

He wants to do four things: contingency planning in case the
French financial situation deteriorates; stress the importance of
a long-term solution to the offset problem; talk SDR activation and
possibly have a general exchange of views on future requirements
of the international monetary system; and impress on his finance
minister colleagues the need to do something to avoid a collision
on trade policy.

As Secretary Fowler says, these talks would be extremely
helpful in making for an effective transition. He would like to
have Ed Fried go along with him and Fred Deming.

1 recommend you approve having Ed accompany Secretary
Fowler on this trip.

W. W. Rostow

Approve
Disapprove

Call me

ERF:mst
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON

0CT 26 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Trip to NATO Meeting

1 am currently making plans to attend NATO meeting
in Brussels during the week November 12-16, leaving Washington
Friday evening, November 8, and returning Wednesday,
November 20. (See attached cable)

(1) The primary purpose of my trip is to attend the
NATO meeting in connection with U.S. effort to
secure the adoption of a long term NATO policy
for offsetting U.S. military expenditures in
Western Europe. This policy would be implemented
through a series of bilateral arrangements. This
effort to give a long term financial viability to
NATO along the lines set forth in your New Year's
Day Balance of Payments Message to the Nation is
an essential part of strenothenlng NATO in response
to the recent Soviet action.

(2) I would also use this trip as an occasion to call
on finance ministers of key capitals (London, Bonn,
Rome, the Hague, and Paris) to exchange views on:

(a) the long term offset proposals referred to
above at all points except Paris;

(b) future requirements of the international
monetary system, including particularly
ratification and activation early next year
of the Special Drawing Rights and, at some
points (Bonn, Rome and London), contingency
planning to cope with any possible deterioration
of the French currency;

(c) the trade collision impending between the

U.S. Congress and EEC countries and what
might be done in the next few months to avert

ST



3)

(4)

-2 -

or deal with it. I want to stress to my .
colleagues in finance and economic ministries,
poverful members of their governments but not
closely identified with the specifics of trade
policy, the problems we and their countries

face in the trade field, and hopefully enlist
their help in moving negotiations on elimination
of nontariff barriers along. You will recall
that pursuant to your Naw Year's Day Massage
discussions were initjiated looking to prompt
cooperative action, particularly with the

EEC countries, to minimize the disadvantages

to our trade which arise out of nontariff barriers
and national tax systems. These discussions have
not yet produced satisfactory results.

Because of their close and continuing familiarity

with developmants, discussions and negotiations in
these areas, I would like to have Under Secretary
Daming and Ed Fried of your staff accompany me on

this trip, which 1 believe is of the highest importance
in handling these very delicate and important areas

in an effective transition to our successors.,

Insofar as public visibility is concerned, my purpose
would be to minimize public comment. I would propose
to say that this is my third trip to NATO meetings to
discuss financial aspects of NATO, and to note that
this is a part of the series of negotiations which
have been conducted this year pursuant to your New

Year's Day Balance of Payments Message concerning

efforts '"to minimize the foreign exchange costs of
keeping our troops in Europe.' At the points other than
Brussels, I would deal with press queries by noting that
my purpose is to exchange views on the current and near
term workings of the internmational monetary system with
Finance Ministers I have worked with in the last few
years. I would note specifically only the timing of

57_on
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SUSJECT: NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING NOVEMBER 14-16
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REFs STATE 242972 T

le AS INDICATED IN REFTEL,WE BELIEVE THAT NATO'S RESPONSE

TO- THE WARSAH PACT INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA SHOULD TAKE THE
FORM OF CERTAIN SPECIFIC ACTIONS:s INCLUDING INC_B_EASES IN NATIONAL
DEFENSE _SUDGEYS_AND GREATER MILITARY_BALANCE OF PAYMENTS COOPERA-
TION WITH THE UNLTED STATES. [N LIGHT OF THE SIGNIFICANT ~ =~ 7
FINANCTAL ASPECTS OF MEASURES TO STRENGTHEN.NATO, WE BELIEVE
A_SPECIAL.EFEQRI_SHOULD BE MADE_TO _HAVE_ FINANCE MINISTERS

ATTEND THE 3RUSSELS MINISTERIAL MEETING.

3¢ PARTICIPATION 8Y FINANCE MINISTERS, AS ORIGINALLY "INTENDER
IN ALLIANCE PROCEDURES, COULD REINFORCE NATIONAL COMMITMENTS

~ GO“Pi B,E.m .
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. WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 1IN MAKING HIS APPROACH, BROSIO CouLD
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AT MINISTERIAL MEETINGS AND ENLIST GREATER FINANCE. MINISTER
SUPPORT IN NAIONAL CAPITALS FOR SUCH COMMITMENTSe THEIR PARTI-
CIPATION WOULD DEMONSTRATE WILLINGNESS OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS YO
PROVIDE NATO WITH THE FINANCIAL RESOURCESs IN SUPPORT OF PQLITICAL
AND MILITARY ACTIONS, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL TO A VIABLE ALLIANCE.
INCREASED AND DIRECT EXPOSURE TO DISCUSSIONS OF THE POLITICAL
SITUATION AND MILITARY PRQBLEMS SHOULD HELP TQ BRING TO FINANCE
MINISTERS AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEED TO PROVIDE RESCURCZS.

ON THE OTHER HAND, FINANCE MINISTERS CAN BRING TO POLITICAL AND

-MILITARY DELIBERATIONS'TIMELY CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL‘FACTCR5°

3. IT IS NOT_INTENDED. THAT THERE BE SPECIAL OR SEPARATE
HEEIINGS OF _FINANCE. MINISTERS. RATHER: A REVIVAL OF FINANCE
HINISTERS INVOLVEME\T IN REGULAR MINISTERIAL . MEETINGS AND REGULAR
&IIE§ILQF_I°-EQLICY PROBLEHS OF._THE ALLIANCE 1S . CONTEMPLATED»

as FOR USNATO: ~YOU SHOULD APPROACH BRCSIO AND REQUEST THAT  ° o
HE URGE MEMBER GOVERNMENTS TO HAVE THEIR FINANCE MINISTERS
PRESENT AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING. FOR OUR PART, SECRETARY FGWLER

" WILL ATTEND AND IS LOOKING FORWARD TC DISCUSSIONS WITH HIS NaTD
" COLLEAGUESe YOU COULD RECALL BROSIO'S ACTICN IN 1964 (REF PO~

64/576, OCTOBER 19, 1964} WHICH EVOLVED IN CONSULTATION KITH US
AND MENTION THAT WE ARZ AGAIN PREPARED TO FOLLOW UP HIS ACTICN

POINT OUT THE CONSIDERATIONS IN PARA 2 ABOVEe YOU SHOULD THEN
SUPPORT BROSIO'S APPROACH, ESPECIALLY WITH YOUR BRITISH,
GERMAN, ITALIAN, BELGIAN» DUTCH, CANADIAN AND DANISH COLLEAGUES.

'SHOULD @ROSIO .DECIDE NOT T@ RESPOND TO YOUR REQUEST, YOU SHOULD

THEN APPROACH THESE PtRMR’PS ON YOUR OWN INITIATIVE.

Se FOR ALL' OTHER POSTS: IF SROSIO RESPCNDS POSITIVELY, YCU
SHOULD PROMPTLY SUPPORT HIS APPROACH WITH. HOST GOVERNMENTS,

'DRAWING UPON RATIONALEZ IN THIS MESSAGE. IF BROSIO EXPRESSZS

NO PREFERENCE FOR SPECIAL ACTION, LOAL APPROACH SHOULD BE ON
YOUR OWN INITIATIVE. GP=4 RUSK

B e D T T S ves owae . a s
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INFORMATION —

—SECKRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
Sunday, October 27, 1968 -- 12 midnight
Mr. Presideat:

With the indicated typographical changes, 1 gave the attached to
Deobryaia toaight. I told him they were rough aotes aad am oral communlica-
tion, sot in any semse formal goverameatal message. On the ether hand,
he should uaderstand that they accurately reflected how the Presideat feels
at the moment.

I then explained bluntly the Presideat's dilemmma in haviang to take
such a major step at such a critical political period In the U.S. with nothing
more {rom Hanol or Moscow than asseat by silence. I indicated the
importance that the President attached to somse positive lndication from the
Soviet Unloa that there was reasoa to believe that it was Hanol's inteat to
honor the uaderstanding oa the DMZ and the cities. I said this was not a
matter of our forces belag able to pretect thamselves, but it did relate to
the full consequences ia the U.S., In Vietnam, aand oa the world scene of
our haviag to resumse the bombing.

Dobrynia indicated that he understood the problem; that he did not
know what positively the authorities in Moscow might be able te say to the
President at this time, but he would solicit an early response, If a respoase
could bs given.

Dobryain then reviewed the time factor iavolved If we were to hold to
a {irst meeting on November 2.

I underlined the urgeacy of a response from Moscow, as he left.

W, W, Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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Gctober 27, 1968

3
The President has not made any decision oa the discussions and does

not intend to do so until he has talked to the leadership in Congress and

appropriate committees and to the candidates. He also desires to have

whatever understanding ls reached carefully evaluated by Amb. Buaker

and Gen. Abrams and expects to have their comments and recommendation

in connection therewith. He is going back to Amb. Harriman and Amb, Vance

tonight and urge them to make abundantlv claar to thea North Viatnamase the

three points: mummwver—coTrEE TSR S

first meeting on Saturday; Aad that we will expect, while these discussions

continue, that the DMZ and the cities will be respected. He is very anxious

to have this clearly and succinctly repeated to the North Vietnamese so as

to avold any charge of deception and any risk of misunderstanding. Although

he does not expect them to agree this is a condition or reclprocal action, he

does expect them to understand that Gen. Abrams has been lssued rules of

engagement and that a failure to respect either the DMZ or the cities, that

would trigger retaliation and disrupt the conference. The President feels

it is better this understanding take place In advance before the bombing

stops rather than have it stop and start again because of alleged misunderstanding.
In addition, the President, in spite of the incidents around the 37-day

pause, desires that your Goveranment be informed of the assumption on which

he le proceeding so s to avoid any deception or misunderstanding

wx your goverament. He is proceeding on these assumptions in the bellef

that Mr. Kosygin understands them and "has reason to believe'' that if the

bombing stopped productive discussions could promptly follow. OCf course






ACTION

Sunday, October 27, 1968 - 6145 p.m

Mz, Presideat:

Heorewith, as requested, a draft
reply te George Brewa, for your
sigsature. -- done early in the day.

First seatence, third paragraph,
OK If malled promptly.

‘f. W. Restow

WWRostow:rla



October 27, 1968

Dear George:
How good it was to hear {rom you.

As for my decision of March 31, I greatly appreciate your commaent,
But, as I said the other day, in all its dimensions, 1 would not alter
what I said on March 31st. The fact that ] was not running for re-
slection has meant that I have been able to get certain things done which
might not otherwise have been possible. And I'm still working for
others as hard as the candidates.

As for Vietnam, there is still no breakthrough. But there is hope and
behind that hope are some very solld achievements which will remain
to strengthen ocur negotiating position in the weeks and months ahead,

even if we fail to get a breakthrough.

1 have in mind the slowly gathering strength and stability ef Thieu's
government. It is still fragile but a mighty achievement by the people
of Vietnam in the midst of the pressures they face.

I have in mind the response of the Vietnamese government and people
to the call to mobilisation. They now have more than a million of their
citizens under arms and are still expanding. They are better equipped.
They are more confident.

I have in mind the excellent performance of our own forces and of our
allies under the leadership, first, of General Westmoreland and, now,
of General Abrams. 1 have been blessed with two {irst-class field
commanders in as complex a military engagement as any of us has had
to fight,

And so, as we enter the last three months, we are in good heart.

Looking back over these years, nothing has meant more -~ given me
more comfort, or {iner memories -- than those who stood firmly by
when the going was tough and one had to rely on ultimate qualities of
heart and character.

I shall not forget, George, that you were among them.
Sincerely,

The Honorable George Brown
House of Commons
London, SW 1

LBI:WWRostow
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INFORMATION .-~

—SECGRET/LITERALLY EYES ONLY
Sunday, October 27, 1968 -- 6:00 p. m.
Mr. Presideat:

Several days age I sent you a reliable CIA report stating that one of
Thicu's anxieties, should there be a bombing cessatien and negotiations with
the NLF ia Parle, was the resctioa of certaia hard-line Cathelic greups Ia
Vietaam,

e 3.3(6XD

I thea chacked quietly,| = ] whether woerd from the
Vaticaa that His Heliness understood that there was ne dasger that Presideat
Johnsoa plasasd te impese a coalitioa goverameat, treat the NLF as a
“separate entity, " er otherwise sell out South Vietaam, might be stabilising.

The respoase from the fleld is at Tab A, suggestiag it might well be
h.lwo

I thea Informed Sec. Rusk and asked him Uf, ia his judgment, we should
proceed te eallst the Vatican and, If so, through hls channel of eurs.

Sec. Rusk respoaded:
= We sheuld enlist the Vatican;
= We should de se via the White Heuse channel;

-~ We should de se promptly after the bombiag cessatioa is
annousced.

A draft letter te the Pope is at Tab B.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
—SEEGRETTLITERALLY EYES ONLY



 SECRET/SEHSHVE— e

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ~
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20505

27 October 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Rostow.
' Special Assistant to the President

SUBJECT : Response from Ambassador Bunker and the
CIA Saigon Station to Your Query of
26 October 1968,

The following are the views of Ambassador Bunker and the
CIA Saigon Station in response to Mr. Rostow's query concerning
the effectiveness of having the Vatican reassure the Catholics
in South Vietnam.

1. The Catholics here are essentially divided into
three groups: (A) moderates responsive to Archbishop Binh;
(B) leftists who, in the event, would probably give less trouble
than the others; and (C) the radically nationalist northern
Catholics who are not particularly responsive to guidance from
the Archbishop nor, as far as we can tell, in close contact
with the Apostolic Delegate here.

2. Certainly advice from the Vatican would be helpful
with (A); it would be irrevelant with (B); and it might just
possibly have a good effect, though only a limited one, with the
critical group (C). Accordingly, my judgement is that there is
probably no harm, and possibly some good, in trying to get the
Vatican to spread the word among Catholic leaders here. The only
possible risk is that some northern Catholics might resent what
they could consider as "interference" by the Vatican in a non-
religious matter. ’

3. The word could be, of course, not only that they
should not fear the entrance of the NLF into the negotiations
and that the U.S. is not abandoning them, but also that the U.S.
has no intention of recognizing the NLF so that its participation
in negotiations would not be as.a "separate entity", as 1s feared
here, even though the NLF wouldShold itself out to be a separate
entity.
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SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS ,

Saaday, October 27, 1968 ~- 4:00 p.m,

Mr. President: ﬂ ﬂ)
The materials assembled at the tabs are as follows, !

today.

Tab A. Vance's telephoaic and cabled reports of the Paris meeting

Tab B. A time schedule, should you accept the propositioa.
Tab C. My eutgoing to Abrams, putting him oa alert.

Tab D. The draft joint anmouncement with Thieu -- with last

paragraph mot wholly resclved.

Tab E. A revised briefilag note (short version) for the candidates

and the leadership.

Tab F. A revised draft Presideatial statement.

Tab G. Your coanmaeunication to Gen. Abrams in the form of a

letter you might hand him on Tuesday, if you decide to go.

Tab H. A draft communicatioa to Thieu,

Tabl. A draft communicatioa to Kosygia.

A pessible ageada for this evealng's meeting is as follows:
1. The Deal

Yeu may wish Sec. Rusk to describe the proposition, and then

Initiate discussion and recommendations.

2. Immediate Actions, If You Accept.

~= Flash Gea. Abrams to retura to Washington,

-- Instrectioa to Harriman and Vaace to informm DRV of acceptance.

== Declsioa oa draft announcement,

-- Cable to Bunker to inform Thieu (but Thieu only), including
earliest time for Thleu's NSC meseting.

—SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS



SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Yy 2=

«= Prepare staff work for:

-~ ordars for cessation

-- rules of engagement _

«- brlefilag of leadership and candidates

-~ Presideatial letter to Thieu

«= draft message to TCC's

~=- Presideat's statement

«« Preslidential letter to Kesygin

«= planning U. S, position for next phase of negotiations.

8. Plans for Monday.

The ealy business for Monday, Uf ne hitch develops, is to get
orders out by 7:00 p.m. EST. The letter to Thieu and, possibly, te Kesygin
could go out at that time,

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln

DOUBLE PLUS
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FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE

' SUBJECT: FULL REPORT -- OCTOBER 26 MEETING

le WE MET WITH XUAN THUY AND HA VAN LAU FOR FIVE HOURS
OCTOBER 26 AT THEIR SITE IN LE VESINET. SAME PERSONS
PARTICIPATED ON BOTH SIDES AS AT LAST MEETING,.

"2, WE OPENED BY DELIVERING THE FOLLOWING PREPARED

STATEMENT ¢ ,

"AT OUR LAST MEETING WE WERE UNABLE TO RESOLVE THE
ISSUES REMAINING BETWEEN US. WE HAVE GIVEN CAREFUL THOUGHT
TO THEM SINCE WE LAST MET,

"DESPITE OUR VIEW THAT IT wOULD BE WISER NOT TO HAVE A
WRITTEN DOCUMENT, YOU HAVE SPOKEN OF THE
DESIRABILITY OF AN AGREED SECRET MINUTE. WE HAVE
RELUCTANTLY PROCEEDED ON THAT BASIS. IN OUR DISCUSSION
AT THE LAST MEETING WE CONSIDERED VARIOUS ALTERNATIVE
PHRASING. WE ARE PREPARED, THERFORE, IF WE REACH AGREEMENT
ON ALL POINTS OF SUBSTANCE AND WORDING, TO CONCUR IN
A SECRET MINUTE. IF YOU AGREE TO THE PROPOSALS I WILL
MAKE, I WILL REPORT THEM IMMEDIATELY TO MY GOVERNMENT FOR
FINAL AUTHORIZATION AND WILL THEN INFORM YOU AT ONCE.

"T0 BE PRECISE, I WISH TO TABLE THE TEXT OF THE FIRST

"‘PARAGRAPH OF SUCH A MINUTE AS FOLLOWS:

*ON THE BASIS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS, THE US WILL STOP
ALL AIR, NAVAL AND ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT AND ALL OTHER
ACTS INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE ENTIRE

- TERRITORY OF THE DRV AS OF (DATE) AT =ee=-e=e- GMT.'

“"AT THE LAST MEETING WE ALSO DISCUSSED THE TEXT OF

' THE PROPOSED 'AGREED MINUTE CONCERNING THE MEETING AFTER

THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND THE PARTICIPATION THEREIN,
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' ; WISH TO TABLE A DRAFT PARAGRAPH, AS FOLLOWS:

' NOW.¥% IS AGREED THAT A MEETING TO FIND A PEACEFUL
'SETTLEMENT TO THE VIET-NAM PROBLEM WILL BE HELD IN PARIS .
ON NOVEMBER 2, 1968, THE US HAS INDICATED THAT THE
REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM WILL BE PRESENT, AND THE DRV HAS
INDICATED THAT THE NLF WILL BE PRESENT.”

3. THUY ASKED WHAT THE DIFFERENCE wAS BETWEEN THE DRAFT

WE WEgE TABLING TODAY AND OUR PROPOSALS AT THE LAST MEETING,.
'WE SAID THERE WAS NO SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE ALTHOUGH THERE

WERE SOME CHANGES IN WORDING. THUY SAID THAT WE HAD

DELETED THE WORD "SUBSTANCE" AND THE WORD "REPRESENTATIVES.,
WE SUGGESTED THAT WE DISCUSS OUR PROPOSAL PARAGRAPH-BY=

" PARAGRAPH FOLLOWING THE SAME PROCEDURE AS AT THE LAST

~ MEETING. THUY AGREED.,

4, THUY SAID, AT OUR PREVIOUS MEETING THE QUESTION OF
USING THE WORD “UNCONDITIONAL™ OR "WITHOUT CONDITION"

HAD BEEN DISCUSSED,

THUY SAID EITHER TERM WOULD DO BUT HE :

NOTED THAT THERE WAS NO SUCH REFERENCE IN OUR PROPOSAL.
WE REPLIED THAT THE LANGUAGE WE HAD GIVEN THUY WAS CLEAR.
WE SAID WE HAD DISCUSSED IN DETAIL THE QUESTION OF CONDI-
TIONS AND OTHER MATTERS. THE PHRASE, "ON THE BASIS OF OUR
DISCUSSION, ETC.,"™ INCLUDES ATTITUDES EXPRESSED BY THEM
AS WELL AS ATTITUDES EXPRESSED BY US AT THESE MEETINGS,
WE THINK THAT IT WOULD BE CONFUSING IF WE ATTEMPTED TO
DEFINE THEM IN WRITING., THE US WILL BE TAKING THE FIRST
ACT AND OUR ACTION WILL BE DEFINITE. ONE OF OUR PROBLEMS
IS THAT WE HAVE DIFFICULTY AGREEING ON WORDS BUT, FOR OUR
PART, WE THINK WE HAVE UNDERSTOOD EACH OTHER. THE LANGUAGE
WE HAD JUST PROPSED WAS WHAT WE CAN PUT INTO A MINUTE

IF WE CAN AGREE ON A MINUTE.

5« THUY SAID HE DID NOT THINK THAT THE PHRASE, "ON THE
BASIS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS,™ WAS VERY CLEAR BECAUSE THE TwO
SAIDES HAVE MET PRIVATELY MANY TIMES. SOMETIMES THERE WAS
AGREEMENT3 SOMETIMES THERE WAS NOT. THE DRV IS WILLING

TO ACCEPT EITHER THE WORDS "UNCONDITIONAL"™ OR "WITHOUT
CONDITION", THUY SAID THAT HE WANTED TO REPEAT WHAT HE
HAD SAID PREVIOUSLY THAT THE MINUTE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND
NOT TO BE MADE PUBLIC,

6. WE ANSWERED THAT WE DID NOT SEE THE NECESSITY TO EXPRESS
OUR ACTIONS BY WORDS. WE WILL ACT AND WE DO NOT SEE THE
NECESSITY OF PUTTING WORDS IN OUR MOUTH. THEY HAD ASKED

US TO ANNOUNCE THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND WE WOULD DO

SO IF THE BOMBING IS STOPPED, THUY SAID IT IS THE DRV

SIDE WHICH 1S SURPRISED BY THE FACT THAT WE HAVE ACCEPTED
THAT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING BE UNCONDITIONAL OR WITHe

OUT CONDITION AND YET WE REFUSE TO PUT THIS DOWN IN

iE TR et
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WRITING, WE SAID "CONDITION™ IS A VERY BROAD TERM., WE

HAVE AGREED TO MEET AT A SET TIME, AND THE DRV SIDE HAS
AGREED TO HAVE SERIOUS TALKS. WE DON'T CONSIDER THESE
CONDITIONS ALTHOUGH A NUMBER OF OTHER PEOPLE MIGHT CONSIDER
THEM SO. WE HAVE TOLD THE DRV SIDE THAT WE WILL

NOT USE THE WORD CONDITIONAL IN ANY OFFICIAL STATEMENT

OF OUR GOVERNMENT., THUY SAID THAT THE VERY FACT THAT

SOME PEOPLE MIGHT CONSIDER AGREEMENT ON A FIXED DATE FOR

HARR IMAN
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FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE

' SUBJECT: FULL REPORT--OCTOBER 26 MEETING

THE BEGINNING OF SERIOUS TALKS AS CONDITIONAL, LATHOUGH

WE DO NOT, IS WHY IT IS ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT THAT

IT BE PUT IN WRITING SO THAT THERE CAN BE NO MISUNDER-
STANDING BETWEEN SU AND OTHERS. WE REPLIED WE DID NOT

WANT TO HAVE ANY CONFUIONS AND POINTED OUT THAT THE MINUTE
_MIGHT BECOME PULBIC SOMEDAY. THUY SAID THERE WOULD BE

NO CONFUSION AT ALL BECAUSE WE OQOURSELVES HAD SAID THAT THE
CESSATION OF BOIMBING WOULD BE WITHOUT CONDITION,

7 WE SUGEESTED THAT WE MOVE ON TO THE NEXT ITEM IF WE
COULD NOT AGREE ON THIS ONE. THUY SAID OUR SECOND POINT
WAS NO DIFFERENT FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING AND HE FELT
THAT THE DRV'S POSITION AT THAT MEETING HAD BEEN MORE
REASONALBE, THAT IS TO SAY, THE US WOULD NOT MENTION TwO
SIDES AND THE DRV WOULD NOT MENTION FOUR PARTIES., INSTEAD
THE MINUTE WOULD SIMPLY NAME THE FOUR PARTICIPANTS, WE
ASKED THUY IF HE HAD ANY DISAGREEMENT WITH US ON THE FIRST
SENTENCE, THUY SUGGESTED THAT FOR THE SAKE OF CLARITY

IN LANGUAGE, HE PROPOSED THAT WE EITHER DELATE THE PHRASE
1T I35 AGREED” OR THAT WE ADD BEFOREHAND THE PHRASE “ON
THE BASIS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS™, WE SAID WE HAD NO DIF-
'FICULTY WITH THUY'S SUGGESTED ADDITION,

8. THUY SAID HE COULD NOT AGREE TO THE OTHER SENTENCES
IN OUR PROPOSAL ON THE QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION, THE
DRV POSITION IS THAT THE SENTENCE SHOULD READ, "THIS
MEETING WILL INCLUDE THE DRV, THE NLF, THE US AND THE RVN®,
- WE REPLIED THAT OUR PHRASING WAS DESIGNED TO EXPLAIN HOW
IT COMES ABOUT THAT THE NLF AND GVN WILL BE PRESENT, WE DON'T
KNOW THAT THE NLF WILL BE THERE EXCEPT THAT YOU WILL TELL US, AND

—
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VICE VERSA. OUR LANGUAGE STATES A FACT AKND AN IMPORTANT ON AT THAT.
THUY SAID HE DID HOT THINK THIS WAS THE QUESTION, THE :
QUESTION IS WHO WILL BE THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONFERENCE,

AS FOR HOW AND WHY THEY ARE PRESENT, THUY SAID, THAT IS

A QUESTION OF INVITATION AND PROCEDURE, WE THEN SUG~

‘GESTED THAT WE COULD COMBINE THE TWO IDEAS BY
~ADDING THE TWO FOLLOWING SENTENCES TO OUR PROPOSAL:

“ACCORDINGLY THE MEETING WILL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES

. OF THE RVN, US, DRV AND NLF, THE FOREGOING IN NO WAY

IMPLIES RECOGNITION OF THOSE REPRESENTED AT THE
MEETING,”

9. THUY SAID THAT WE WERE JUST MAKING THE PROPOSAL
MORE COMPLICATED. WE DIAGREED SAYING THAT THE PROPOSAL

; NOW INCLUDED BOTH OF OUR IDEAS. THUY SIAD IT WOULD BE
. DIFFICULT TO AGREE TO THE NEW FORMULATION.WE ASKED

HIM WHAT THE PROBLEM WAS. THUY REPLIED THAT WE WERE
COMPLICATING MATTERS BY RAISING THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION,

| WE ASKED THUY IF THIS WAS HIS ONLY OBJECTION. HE SAID

NO, HE WAS JUST RAISING THIS FIRST., THUY SUGGESTED THAT

WE AGREE ON THE FIRST AND THIRD SENTENCES AND DELETE THE
SECOND AND FOURTH ONES. WE SAID WE COULD NOT AGREE TO
THAT. THUY THEN ASKED US IF WE WERE WILLING TO DELETE

THE LAST SENTENCE AND WE REPLIED THATHWE WOULD BE WILLING
TO DROP IT IF WE COULD AGREE ON TME INCLUSION OF THE FIRST
THREE., THIS TYPE OF EXCHANGE CONTINUED, AND FINALLY THUY
SIAD HE WANTED TO REFLECT FURTHER ON THIS POINT AND HE
SUGGESTED THAT WE RETURN .TO PARAGRAPH | OF AGREED MINUTE.

18, WE SAID THAT WE FELT WE HAD SAID ALL THAT WE COULD

ON THE QUSTION OF INCLUDING THE TERM “UNCONDITIONAL™ OR
"WITHOUT CONDITION™ IN THE AGREED MINUTE. THUY SAID HE
HAD ANOTHER PROPOSAL. THE DRV HAS PROPOSED " UNCONDITIONAL
AND THE US HAS USED THE TER "WITHOUT CONDITIONS.™ WE
REPLIED THAT WE HAD NEVER PROPOSED 1T BE PUT IN A

MINUTE. THUY SID THE US SIDE HAS ACCEPTED IN SUBSTANCE
THAT THE CESSATION WILL BE UNCONDITIONAL OR WITHOUT
CONDITION, THERFORE THUY SUGGESTED THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE
COULD BE ADDED: "IN SUBSTANCE, THUS CESSATION OF BOMBING
IS WITHOUT CONDITION.™ WE REPLIED THAT THIS JUST FURTHER
COMPLICATED MATTERS AND SHOWED HOW HARD 1T WAS TO REACH
AGREEMTN ON WORDS. THUY SAID THAT HE DID NOT THINK THIS
WOULD COMPLICATE THINGS BECAUSE THE DRV SIDE WAS USING
WORDS THAT HAVE BEEN USED IN OUR PREVIOUS MEETINGS. THUY
WANTED TO USE A WORD THAT VAS EASY FOR THE US

'__TO ACCEPT.
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~ 1le WE SAID THAT THIS JUST FURTHER UNDERLINED THE

DIFFICULTY IN FINDING WORDS WHICH WE COULD AGREE UPON. LAU SAID
THAT THE DRV'S ORIGINAL INTENTION WwAS TO PUT THE PHRASE
"WITHOUT CONDITION™ IN THE FIRST SENTENCE, BUT IN ORDER
TO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE US VIEW, THE DRV WOULD
AGREE TO ADDING A SECMD SENTENCE TO THE EFFECT THAT THE
CESSATION IS IN SUBSTANCE WIHOUT CONDITION, WE SAID VWE
COULD NOT ACCEPT THAT AND POINTED OUT THAT IT

WAS Ol THING TO AGREE ON A METTER IN SUBSTANCE AND QUITE
DIFFERENT TO PUT IT IN WORDS, THUY REPEATED HIS CONTENTION
THAT HE WAS JUST USING WORDS THAT WE HAD USED IN THE PAST
AND IF WE THOUGHT HE WAS USING THEM IN AN UNSATISFACTORY
MANNER WE SHOULD PROPOSE OUR OWN LANGUAGE. WE SAID

THAT THIS DID NOT HELP US AT ALL. THE DISCUSSION WE

WERE HAVING AT THAT VERY MOMENT, NAMELY TRYING TO GET
WORDS TO WHICH BOTH SIDES AGREED, WAS THE VERY REASON WHY
WE HAD SUGGESTED AT THE BEGINNING TO DO WITHOUT AN AGREED
MINUTE, AND INSTEAD TO LET ACTIONS SPEAX FOR THEMSELVES.
AT THE POINT, WE RECESSED BRIEFLY.
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12, AFTER THE RECESS, WE SAID THAT SINCE WE HAD NOT BEEN
ABLE TO AGREE ON THE LANGUAGE OF A MINUTE, WE WOULD LIKE
TO MAKE A STATEMENT, WE SAID:

"IN THESE WEEKS OF DISCUSSION, WE HAVE MADE A MEASURE
OF PROGRESS., WHAT WE HAVE FINALLY ARRIVED AT IS AS FOLLOWS:
FIRST, THE UNITED STATES CAN STOP ALL BOMBARDMENT AND ALL
OTHER ACTS INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE ENTIRE
TERRITORY OF THE DRVj SECOND, THERE CAN BE A MEETING
PROMPTLY IN PARIS TO SEEK A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE
VIET-NAM PROBLEM., AT THAT MEETING THERE WILL BE PRESENT
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DRV, NLF, THE RVN AND THE US,

"HOWEVER, THERE ARE PROBLEMS WHICH ARE PREVENTING
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TwO ACTIONS WHICH I HAVE JUST
MENTIONED. THEY ARE, FIRST, THE QUESTION OF THE INTERVAL
BETWEEN THE TwWO ACTIONS, NAMELY, THE DATE OF CESSATION OF
BOMBARDMENTS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF THE FIRST MEETING;

AND SECOND HOW WE DESCRIBE THE ACTIONS THAT EACH OF US
WILL TAKE.

- "AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY SAID, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE
PROBLEM OF FINDING WORDS SHOULD BLOCK US FROM ACHIEVING
THE RESULT THAT BOTH OF US DESIRE. IN REALITY, THE ACTIONS
WHICH EACH OF US WILL TAKE ARE WHAT IS IMPORTANT.

"WE HAVE BECOME BOGGED DOWN WITH THE PROBLEM OF WORDS
BECAUSE YOU HAVE INSISTED UPON A SECRET MINUTE, AS VWE
EXAMINED THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH A MINUTE, IT HAS BECOME
APPARENT THAT THE PROBLEM OF WORDS HAS CREATED THE VERY
DIFFICULTY THAT WE SPOKE ABOUT.

"AT A PREVIOUS MEETING WE EXPRESSED OUR PREFERENCE
TO DO AWAY WITH THE MINUTE, WE SAID AND WE STILL
BELIEVE THAT ACTIONS WILL SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS,

BY THIS WE MEAN THAT THE ACTIONS WE COULD TAKE wOULD BE
g%EARLY VISIBLE AND, IN FACT, WE WOULD BE TAKING THE FIRST
EP.
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" THEREFORE, I SUGGEST THAT YOU WITHDRAW YOUR DEMAND
FOR AN AGREED MINUTE. THAT WOULD SET ASIDE THE PROBLEM

'OF WORDS. IF THAT WERE DONE, THERE WOULD REMAIN ONLY

ONE ISSUE BETWEEN US AND THAT IS THE QUESTION OF TIMING.
IF WE CAN RESOLVE THAT ISSUE IN DISCUSSIONS HERE NOW, WE
:ggLD BE ABLE TO MOVE FORWARD TOWARDS A PEACEFUL SETTLE~
T.

"NAMELY, WE ARE PREAPRED TO MAKE A SPECIFIC
AND CONCRETE PROPOSAL TO RESOLVE THIS PROBLEM.

"1 AM AUTHORIZED TO INFORM YOU THAT THE US 1S PREPARED
TO STOP ALL BOMBARDMENT AND ALL OTHER ACTS INVOLVING THE
USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE ENTIRE TERRITORY OF THE DRV ON
OCTOBER 30 AT 1600 GMT, IF YOU AGREE TO THE CONVENIKG
OF A MEETING IN PARIS ON NOVEMBER 2 AT 0930 GMI., AT THE
MEETING WOULD BE PRESENT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DRV, NLF,
RVN AND US,

"1 WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE, THEREFORE, THAT WE AGREE
TO DISPENSE WITH THE NEED FOR A MINUTE AND PROCEED TO A

~ DISCUSSION OF THIS CONCRETE AND SPECIFIC PROPOSAL ON
MY PART.”

13, THUY REPLIED THAT FROM THE OUTSET OF OUR CONVERSATIONS
THE DRV SIDE HAD SAID THAT IT CAME TO PARIS WITH GOODWILL
AND SERIOUS INTENT IN ORDER TO FIND A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT
TO THE VIET-NAM PROBLEM AND IT HAS REPEATEDLY SAID THAT

IT EXPECTED THE SAME GOODWILL FROM THE UNITED STATES,
HOWEVER, IN THE COURSE OF A NUMBER OF PRIVATE MEETINGS,
THE DRV HAS FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE
HAVE BEEN POINTS AGREED UPON BY THE TWO SIDES ON WHICH

AT SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS THE US SIDE SAID WE ARE NOT AGREED,
AN AGREED MINUTE OR A - JOINT COMMUNIQUE IS A NORMAL PROCEDURE
BETWEEN TWwO INDIVIDUALS OR TwO PARTIES IN AN INTER-
NATIONAL CONFERENCE, THERE 1S NOTHING STRANGE ABOUT IT

AND THE MINUTE WOULD BE BASED ON MUTUAL AGREEMENT WITH
NEITHER SIDE FORCING THE OTHER TO ACCEPT ANYTHING IT DOES
NOT WANT TO ACCEPT., REGARDING THE FIRST PARAGRAPH IN
CONNECTION WITH THE CESSATION OF BOMBING, HE HAD PROPOSED
LANGUAGE USING WORDS THAT THE US HAD USED BEFORE. THE

US SIDE HAD USED THE PHRASE "IN SUBSTANCE™, AS FOR THE
SECOND POINT, EACH SIDE HAD SUGGESTED ONCE SENTENCE. THIS
MEANT THAT EACH SIDE WAS TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE
OTHER®'S VIEWS. THUY SAID HE THOUGHT THAT WAS VERY
REASONABLE, HE SAID HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE US
SIDE COULD NOT AGREE TO THE WORDING FOR A MINUTE, HE

- SAID THIS CAUSED HIM TO WONDER WHETHER THE US WILL REALLY

STOP THE BOMBING OR WHETHER IT JUST WANTED TO TALK HERE
S0 AS TO WASTE TIME,
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4. WE ASKED THUY FOR CLARIFICATIO# OF HIS VIEWS. HE
ANSYERED THAT WE HAD PROPOSED A PARAGRAPH WITH FOUR
SENTENCES. THUY PROPOSED THAT WE DELETE SENTENCES .TwO .
AND FOUR IN THE PARAGRAPH. WE ANSWERED THAT WE COULD

NOT AGREE TO THE INCLUSION OF THE THIRD SENTENCE UNLESS
THE SECOND WAS ALSO INCLUDED, WE WOULD AGREE TO DROP THE
FOURTH SENTENCE IF THE FIRST THREE WERE RETAINED. THUY
THEN OBJECTED TO THE WORD "INDICATED™ BECAUSE IT DID NOT
TRANSLATE SATISFACTORILY INTO VIETHAMESE. WE REPLIED
THAT WE WOULD HAVE NO DIFFICULTY WITH THE WORDS

*STATED" OR SAID™., THUY THEN PROPOSED A BRIEF

g%RRINAN :
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BREAK TO CONDULT WITH HIS COLLEAGUES.,

15. UPON RESUING, THUY PROPOSED THAT THE FOLLOWING
"LAGUAGE BE SUBSTITIUTED FOR SENTECE TWO OF OUR PARAGRAPH
ON PARTICIPATIONS

""THE DRV HAS SAID THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE SVN-NLF
1S NECESSARY. THE US HAS SIAD THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE
RVN 1S NECESSARY.”

- 164 WE SIAD WE HAD NO PROBLEM WITH CHANGING THE WORD

" INDICATED™ TO “SAID", HOWEVER, AS TO THE LAST PART, NAMELY
~THAT THE PRESENCE OF THE NLF AND GVN AR NECESSARY, THIS
LANGUAGE DOES NOT ACCOMPLISH THE PROPOSE WHICH WE
STED AND MAKES IT A DEMAND BY THE US FOR SOMETHING AND
AND DEMAND BY THE DRV FOR SOMETHING, WE SHOULD STAE THE
FACT THAT THE NLF WILL BE PRESENT AND THE GVN WILL BE
PRESENT., THIS WAY NEITHER SIDE WILL BE MAKING A DEMAND,
THUY AGREED ON THIS POINT AND RAD THE ENTIRE PARAGRAPH
ON PARTICIPATION OVER AGAIN AS FOLLOWS:

"ON THE BAIS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS, IT IS AGREED

THAT A MEETING TO FIND A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT TO THE VIET-
-~ NAM PROBLEM WILL BE HELD IN PARIS ON (DATE). THE DRV

HAS SAID THT THE SVN«FLF WILL BE PRESEN THE US HAS

SAID THAT THE RVN WILL BE PRESETN,ACCORDINGLY, THE MEETING

| WILL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DRV, SVN-NLF, US AND RVN,"

 ~{SECRET
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. 17 WE SAID WE AGREED; HOWEVER WE WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE

‘THE WORDER SO THAT EHE RVH# VAS MENTION BEFORE THE US.

AT OUR PREVIOUS MEETING THUY HAD SAID THAT THE ORDER DID
NOT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE TO THEM. THUY SID HE AGREED TO THIS
THEY LAUGHED,

- 18« THUY THEN RETURNED TO PARAGRAPH ON OF MINUTE.

'HE SID HE AGREED WITH OUR LANGUAGE EXCEPT THAT HE WANTED
"THE PHRASE "WITHOUT CONDITION™ ADDED AFTER THE WORDS " WILL
STOP"™, WE REPLIED THAT WE HAD NO AUTHORITY TO ADD ANYTHING
TO THE TEXT WE HAD GIVEN THUY THIS MORNING, OTHER THAN
THE DATE WHICH WE HAD ALRADY MENTION, IN OTHER WORDS,

. WE COULD ADD THE DATE OF OCTOBER 30 AT 1688 GMT PROVIDED
THE DRV SIDE AGREED TO CONVENE A MEETING AT

2938 GMT ON NOVEMBER 2. THUY REPLIED THAT IN OTHER WORDS
THE DRV HAD AGREED TO A CONCESSION ON PARAGRAPH TWO 1IN
ORDER TO SPEED THINGS UP, BUT, FOR THE US PART,

IT WAS MAKING NO CONCESSIONS ON PARAGRAPH ONE. WE AGAIN
POINTED OUT THAT IT WOULD BE THE US WHICH WILL BE TAKING
THE FIRST TEP AND THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. THUY REPLIED
THAT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING WAS SOMETHING THAT

SHOULD BE DONE AND THERE WAS NO REASON FOR THE MEETING TO
BE HELD BEFORE THE CESSATION OF BOM3ING. WE SAID THAT THE
CESSATION OF BOMBING WOULD BE AN IMPORTANT ACTION. IT

IS SOMETHING THE DRV HAS ASKED FOR FOR A LONG TIME AND

WE WOULD BE ACCEDING TO IT, WE ARE NOT SAYING ANYTHING
ABOUT CONDITIONS, THERE IS NO MENTION OF ANY CONDITIONS
IN OUR STATEMENT,

19. THU THEN SUGGESTED THAT THE FOLLOWING TWO SENTENCES
COULD BE ADDED TO OUR PROPOSAL?

‘"THE US REPRESENTATIVES STATED THAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON

IN HIS STATEMENTS RELATED TO THE CESSATION OF BOMBING WOUULD
NOT MENTION THE WORD CONDITION. SO, THE REPRESENTATIVE

" OF THE DRV UNDERSTANDS THAT THE CESSATION OF THE BOMING

1S MADE WITHOUT ANY CONDITION OF RECIPORCITY",

20. WE SAID THAT THE SECOND SENTENCE CONFUSED

THINGS EVEN MORE., THUY SAID THAT IT WAS A FACT AND

THAT THROUGHOUT OUR DICUSSIONS WE HAVE BEEN SAYING THIS,
WE TOLD THUY THAT THE LAST SENTENCE WAS COMPLETELY UNACCEPT~
ABLE BUT, IF HE WOULD DROP 1T, WE MIGHT BE PREPARED

TO SUBMIT THE IDEA TO OUR GOVERNMENT OF CONSIDERATION.
THUY PROPOSED THAT THE FIRST SENTENCE BE DLETED BUT
INSISTED THAT THE SECOND BE RETAINED. THE FIRST SENTENCE
HE SAID DEALT WITH THE US SIDE., THE SECOND CONCERNED

THE DRV, WE SIAD IT WAS NOT THE DRV WHICH WAS STOPPING
THE BOMING BUT THE US AND WE WOULD BE TAKING THE FIRST
ACTION, WE REPEATED THAT WE MIGHT BE WILLING TO SUBMIT

el MA@ VI LT cmgy 3o e - f e et cem = e C e mir aaem me—e
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"~ THE IDEA IN THE FfET SENTENCE FOR CONSIDERATION IF THUY
- AGREED TO DROP THE SECOND. THUY SID THAT HE WOULD HAVE
PREFERRED TO STATE THAT THE "US REPRESENTATIVE UNDERSTANDS
"THAT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING IS WITHOUT CONDITION OF
RECIPROCITY", BUT SINCE WE HAD NOT AGREED, HE VWAS
PROPOSING THAT IT BE "THE DRV UNDERSTANDS, ETC." WE SAID WE COULD NOT
AGREE,

21, THUY THEN SUGGESTED THAT WE LEAVE OUR PORPOSAL ON
PARAGRAPH ONE AS IT WAS AND ADD A DIFFERENT SENTENCE SUCH
AS, " THE US WILL STOP THE BOMBING WITHOUT RECIPROCITY",
WE SAID WE WERE NOT AUTHORIZED TO CHANGE WHAT WE HAD
STATED THIS MORNING., THUY SAID HE WAS NOT CHANGING OUR
"TEXT, HE WAS JUST ADDING TO IT. WE SAID WE COULD NOT
g?ANGE ANTHING BUT WE WERE WILLING TO REPORT THE IDEA

i
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IN THE FIRST SENTENCE SUGGESTED ABOVE FOR CONSIDERATION

IF THUY DROPPED THE SECOND, BUT IF THUY STARTS TALKING

ABOUT HIS UNDERSTANDING, THEN WE MUST START TALKING ABOUT

OURS, THUY SAID HE JUST WANTED TO ADD A SENTENCE TO THE

EFFECT THAT THE CESSATION OF BOMBING IS WITHOUT RECIPROCITY

OR WITHOU CONDITION., WE COULD CHOOSE WHICHEVER WORD

WE WANTED BUT IT MUST BE ‘ONE OR THE OTHER., WE SAID THAT

THUY'S PROPOSAL WAS CONDUSING AND IT WAS NOT

DIFFERENT FROM HIS PROPOSAL TO INSERT THE TERM "WITHOUT

.CONDITION" AFTER "WILL STOP", THUY SIAD IF

WE DID NOT AGREE TO THIS IT SHOWED THAT WE WERE NOT FAIR

- AND THAT WE ONLY WANTED THINGS ADVANTAGEOUS TO US. HE

SAID THAT NEGOTIATION THIS WAY IS NOT THE WAY TO FIND AN

AGREEMENT AND THE PROBLEM WILLNEVER BE SETTLED. THUY

REPEATED HIS CONTENTION THAT HE HAD MADE THE

CONCESATION OF PARAGRAPH TWO BY ACCEPTING LANGUAGE PROPOSED

- BY US AND YET WE WERE NOT MAKING ANY CONCESSION REGARDING
PARAGRAPH ONE,

22. WE SAID WE WERE NOT INTERESTED IN AN ARGUMENT ABOUT

WHO HAD MADE MORE CONCESSIONS OVER THE PERIOD OF MONTHS

THAT WE HAD BEEN HOLDING TALKS. THE QUESTION WAS WHETHER

OR NOT THE DRV SIDE WANTED A MINUTE AND THE WAY WE HAD OUTLINED
IT OR WHETHER THEY WANTED TO BOKNDDON THE MINUTE., THUY ASKED

IF WE MEANT THAT WE DID NOT WANT TO DISCUSS IT ANY FURTHER, :
WE SAID THAT WE WERE PREPARED TO CONTINUE DISCUSS THINGS WITH HINM
BUT WE FORESAW NO NEW POINTS EMERGING,

WE WERE WILLING TO TALK., BUT WE HAD MADE ANOTKER

PROPOSAL AND THAT IS NOT TO HAVE A MINUTE AND LET ACTIONS

SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. THUY SAID THAT HE COULD NOT AGREE

TO THIS ANDUSKED IF THERE WERE ANY OTHER POINTS TO DISCUSS,

ECRE




e et b e s

“SECREF—

-3+ PARIS 22992, SECTION 5 OF 7, OCT 26

23. WE SAID THE OUTSTANDING ISSUES VWERE THE QUEWTION OF
"WORDING PARAGRAPH ONE AND THAT IF TIMING, THUY SAID THAT
“IF WE WERE NOT AGREED ON PARAGRAPH ONE IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE
"TO AGREE ON TIMING., WE ASKED IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO GET
THE TIMING ISSUE OUT OF THE WAY. THUY SAID HE WAS WILLING

- 'TO DISCUSS THE TIMING QUESTION BUT ONLY AS A SUPPOSITION,

,/24. WE SAID WE HAD ALREADY PROPOSED A SPECIFIC TINE AND
i DATE FOR BOTH THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND THE FIRST MEETING,

THUY SAID THAT IF WE COULD AGREE ON HIS PROPOSAL THEW
THERE COULD BE DISCUSSION OF TIMING. HE WAS, HOWEVER,

/" PREPARED T0 DISCUSS THE TIVING QUESTION BUT ONLY FOR THE

PURPOSE OF EXCHANGEIN VIEW, THE US MAKES

i‘ THE SPECIFIC PROPOSAL THAT A MEETING BE HELD ON NOVEMBER
-2 AND THE BOMBING STOP ON OCTOBER 38, THIS THUY SAID

IS IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE AS HE HAD SAID THE LAST TIME THE
NLF IS DEMANDING TEN DAYS WHILE THE US SAYS TwWO OR THREE
DAY. .THUY HAD PROPOSED THAT THIS BE DICUSSED SO THAT

WE COULD CME TO A REASONABLE POSITION, BUT, THUY SAID,
THE US HAD NOT CHANGED ITS VIEWS.

25, WE REPLIED THAT WE HAD PREVIOUSLY SAID TWO OR

' THREE DAYS AND NOw WE EXPLICITLY SAID THREE,
- MAKING IT CONCRETE., THUY SAID THAT THE LAST TINME WE HAD

SAID TWO OR THREE DAYS THE DRV HAD SAID TEN NOW HE

 PORPOSED EIGHT DAYS AND ASKED THAT WE MAKE A COUNTER

PROPOSAL SO THAT W COULD RACH SOME AGREEMENT. WE

SAID THAT AT THE LAST MEETING THEY PROPOSED STOPPING

THE BOMBING ON OCTOBER 26 AHD A MEETING ON NOVEMBER 2.
THAT WAS LESS THAN TEN DAYS. THUY REPLIED THAT HE HAD
MENTIONED THAT AS AN EXAMPLE AND NOT AS A CONCRETE PROPOSAL.
WE SAID THAT WHILE THUY'S STATEMENT OF THE OTHER DAY
MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSED AS AN EXAMPLE SO IT WAS AGAIN AN
EXAMPLE TODAY. TODAY THUY'S SUPPOSITION WAS EIGHT DAYS
AND THE OTHER DAY IT WAS SEVEN DAY, THUY REPLIED THAT WE
HAD NOT CHANGED OUR POSITION EITHER, IT REMAINED TwO OR
THREE DAY. WE SAID WE HAD MADE OUR POSITION CONCRETE.
THUY THEN SAID HE WwOULD MAKE HIS PROPOSAL OF EIGHT

DAYS A CONCRETE CONE,

26, WE SAIDED THUY WHERE WE SHOULD GO FROM HERE. HE SAID
IT WAS UP TO US TO SPEAK NEXT. WE SAID WE COULD NOT. WE
SAID THAT SPEAKING SERVIOULSY THIS WAS NOT A QUESTION TO BE

_ VIEWED FROM THE STANDPOINT OF TRADING BETWEEN US BUT A



-3~ PARIS 22992, SECTION 5 OF 7, OCT 26

- QUSTION OF REALITIES WHICH WE MUST FACE. WE HAD TOLD
THUY PREVIOULSY THAT RIGHTLY OR WROWGLY WE HAD BEEN
IMPRESSED BY WHAT THUY HAD SAID ABOUT MEETING THE NEXT
DAY, THIS WAS NOT A QUESTION OF TRADING

AFEW HOURS BUT A QUESTION OF RALITIES. WE HAVE GIVEN
THUY SPECIFIC DATES TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE REALITIES
INVOLVED, WE WILL ARE NOT CHANGE THIS,

27. THUY SAID HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND OUR POSITION. WE
SAIS THERE ARE SERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS INVOLVED. OUR
GOVERNMENT WAS DISAPPOINTED WHEN IT TURNED OUT THAT THE
DRV WAS NOT READY TO HOLD SERIOUS TALKS THE DAY IMMEDIATE
FOLLOWING THE CESSATION OF BOMBING. NOwW, ON THE BASIS

OF WHAT WE HVE REPORTED TO BE THE DRV'S POINT OF VIEW -
OUR GOVERNMENT HAS DICIDED ON THREE DAYS. WE HOPE THAT THE
DRV WILL ACCEPT,

gg. THUY SIAD THAT HE HAD TOLD US THE OTHER DAY THAT
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THE DRV HAS BEEN STANDING UP TO US BOMBARDMENT FOR MORE

- . THAN THREE YEARS AND IT HAS BEEN TALKING WITH US. FOR FIVE

MONTHS IN PARIS. THEREFORE IF THE DATE OF THE BOMBING ‘

CESSATION IS DELAYED A FEW MORE DAYS IT IS OF NO INPORTANCE

TO THE DRV, EVEN IF IT IS DELAYED A {MONTH IT IS NOT

IMPORTANT. THUY HAD ALSO SAID THAT IF THERE WAS NO

" AGREEMENT ON PARA ONE OF THE MINUTE HE COULD NOT TALK

ABOUT THE DATE OF A MEETING., NOW EVEN THOUGH THIS HAD

NOT BEEN AGREED UPON HE HAD ACCEPTED DISCUSSING THE : -
QUESTION OF TIMING, THIS, HE SAID, SHOWED THAT THE DRV -/
ACCEPTS THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION AND IT MEANS THAT R
ng PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD INVOLVE CONCESSIONS ON

BOTH SIDES,

~ 29+ THUY SAID HE WANTED TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING CONCRETE

- PROPOSAL: THE US STOPS THE BOM3ING ON OCTOBER 27 AND
THE MEETING WILL BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 2. THUS REDUCING THE
TIME INTERVAL TO ONLY FIVE DAYS. WE SAID IT WAS SIX DAYS.
- 'THUY REPLIED THAT WE HAD TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT TIME

- DIFFERENCES WITH HANOI, WE SUGGESTED THAT WE STICK TO
GMT., THUY THEN SUGGESTED THAT THE BOIMBING BE STOPPED

AT P0@1 HOURS GMT OCTOBER 27. WE SAID THAT WAS IMPOSSIBLE
POINTING OUT THAT THAT WAS TONIGHT. THUY THEN ASKED
WHAT WAS COMVENIENT FOR US. WE SAID WE HAD TOLD HIM
THAT IT WOULD TAKE ONE OR TwO0 DAYS AFTER THE ISSUANCE
OF THE ORDER TO ACTUALLY STOP THE BOMBING., THUY ASKED IF
THIS MEANT THAT WE WERE THEREFORE MAINTAINING OUR POS-
ITION, WE SAID WE WERE, BUT WE WANTED TO GET HIS PROPOSAL CLEARLY
- S0 THAT WE COULD REPORT IT., BUT THERE WAS NO POINT IN
REPORTING A PHYSICALLY IMPOSSIBLE SUGGESTION,
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}30. THUY SAID THAT TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION OUR DESIRE ’ f

- TO MEET ON NOVEMBER 2 AND TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE
“PHYSICAL TIME NECESSARY FOR THE NLF TO COME TO PARIS,

'THE DRV SIDE PROPSED THAT THE US STOP THE BOIBING ON _
"OCTOBER 27. AS FAR AS THE HOUR IS CONCERNED, THAT WAS UP

. TO US. WE SAID WE UNDERSTOOD AND WOULD REPORT HIS

. PROPOSAL. LAU SAID, THE INTERVAL IN THEIR PROPOSAL
' WAS ONLY FIVE DAYS, WE ASKED THUY IF HE WAS SAYING THAT
- .THE MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE 5 DAYS AFTER THE CESSATION

OF BOMBING, LAU SAID THAT IN MAKING THEIR CALCULATION
THEY WERE NOT COUNTING THE DAY OF THE MEETING AND NOT
COUNTING THE DAY OF CESSATION., THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUN
INTERVAL BETWEEN THOSE TwO DATES WOULD BE 5 DAYS. VE
SAID THAT TO BE PRECISE 5 DAYS EQUAL 120 HOURS, THIS
WAS SOMETHING PRECISE AND SOMETHING WE COULD UNDERSTAND,.
THUY AGREED,

31 LAU ADDED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DISCUSS THE NUMBER

OF DAYS ANY FURTHER BECAUSE WE DO NOT YET KNOW IF THE NLF
WILL AGREE., THE DRV SIDE MUST REPORT TO HANOI AND THE ‘
FRONT,

3%2¢ WE SAID WE WANTED TO BE PRECISE. AS WE UNDERSTOOD IT,
WHAT THUY HAD PROPOSED WAS THAT THERE BE 120 HOURS BETWEEN
THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND THE TIME OF A MEETING. THUY
SAID THAT OUR CALCULATIONS DIFFERED., WE REPLIED THAT WAS
WHY WE HAD PUT THE MATTER IN TERMS OF SPECIFIC HOURS,
THUY SAID THAT IF THE MEETING WERE HELD AT 9:30 GMI
NOVEMBER 2, THOSE 9 1/2 HOURS COULD NOT BE COUNTED. THUY
SAID WE SHOULD NOT SPEAX IN TERMS OF HOURS, THERE MUST
BE AN INTERVAL OF 5 DAYS BETWEEN THE DAY OF CESSATION

AND THE DAY OF A MEETING, IF THE BOMBING STOPS SOME

TIME DURING OCTOBER 27, THEN AT 9338 AM NOVE{BER 2 A

- MEETING WILL START., WE SAID THAT, IN SUM, WHAT THE DRV

WAS PROPOSING WAS THAT WE STOP THE BOMBING ANY TIME ON

OCTOBER 27 AND A MEETING WOULD BE HELD AT

18230 PARIS TIME ON NOVEMBER 2. THUY SAID THE MEETING

COULD TAXKE PLACE ANY TIME OF THE DAY--MORNING OR AFTERNOON,

WE SAID WE DID NOT AGREE BUT WOULD REPORT THE PROPOSAL., THUY THEN
REPEATED HIS VIEW THAT THIS WAS A QUESTION OF REALITY AND THAT IF
THE INTERVAL WAS TOO SHORT THE NLF REPRESENTATIVE WOULD

BE UNABLE TO ARRIVE IN TIME,
33, WE SAID TO THUY THAT TO BE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR WE

WANTED TO SAY THAT WE HAD NOT AGREED TO HIS PROPOSAL. OUR
POSTION REMAINS THE SAME--THAT 1S, THAT THE BOIBING

STOP ON OCTOBER 3@TH AND THE MEETING START ON NOVEMBER 2,
THUY S SAID THAT HIS PROPOSAL WAS JUST A SUPPOSITION.

WE HAVE NOT AGREED ON PARA ONE AND TWO AND SO THE DATE

 CANNOT BE FIXED, WE SAID WE THOUGHT THAT WE HAD AGREED .

~SEGRET
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' ON PARA 2 AND DISAGREED ON PARA 1. THUY REPLIED THAT IF

WE COULD NOT AGREE ON PARA |, THIS WOULD AFFECT PARA 2.

WE SAID THAT THUY WAS SAYING THAT AGREEMENT ON PARAGRAPH 2 1S
SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT ON PARAGRAPH ONE. HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY,
SAYING THAT THE TwO POINTS WERE RELATED,

34, RETURNING TO THE QUESTION OF TIMING, WE SAID TO

THUY THAT IF IT WAS POSSIBLE TO TELL HIM TOMORROW THAT THE
BOMBING WOULD STOP ON OCTOBER 30, THEN THE NLF COULD START ON
THEIR WAY TO PARIS TOMORROW AND THUS THE DRV SIDE HAS PLENTLY
OF TIME TO GET THE NLF HERE. THUY REPEATED HIS POSITION

THAT THE BOMBING CESSATION COULD TAKE PLACE ANY TIME ON
OCTOBER 27, AND THE NEETING COULD TAKE PLACE ON NOVEMBER 2.
HARRIMAN

' BT | N ' o ) "'\,_ e e
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WE TOLD THUY THAT IF HE COULD BE INFORMED TOMORROW THAT THE BOMING

WOULD STOP, WE COULD SEE NO REASON

WHY THE NLF COULD NOT GET ON ITS WAY. THY ANSWERED THAT
WE HAD MADE NO CONCESSIONS, AND THIS WAS NOT A WAY OF
NEGOTIATING, FOR ITS PART, THE DRV HAD MADE A CONCESSION
AHD HAS SHOWN ITS CONDIDERATIOHN BY EXPRESSING WILLINGNESS
TO MEET ON NOVEMBER 2. IF THE MEETING TAKES PLASE ON
NOVEMBER 7 OR 8, THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE AS FAR AS THE

DRV IS CONCERNED.,

35, WE AGAIN SAID WE COULD NOT COMPREHEND WHY, IF WE COULD TELL
THE DRV SICDE TOMORROW THAT THE BOMSING WOULD STQP OH
OCTOBER 38, THE NLF COULD NOT GET ON ITS WAY IMMEIATELY.

36, WE SAID WE DID NOT SEE WHY THE NLF COULD NOT MOVE,

ONCE IT KNOWS THAT THE BOMBING WILL BE STOPPED. WE WOULD BE ARE
TRUSTING THE DRV SIDE TO HOLD A MEETING HERE NOVEM3E 2,

- WHY CAN THEY NOT TRUST US TO STOP THE BOMBING IF WE SAY

S0, WE CANNOT SEE ANY GOOD REASON WHY THE NLF COULD

NOT START ON ITS WAY AND THE REASON THAT THUY HAS GIVEN US

IS NOT UNDERSTANDABLE, THY SAID THAT HE HASD EXPLAINED IT

BUT WE DO NOT WANT TO UNDERSTAND HIM,

37. WVE SAID WE WANTED TO COME TO AN AGREENMENT, BUT THAT

WE HAD NOTHING TO REPORT BACK ON THIS QUESTION OF TIMING
"EXCEPT THUY'S CONTENTION THAT THE NLF COULD NOT COME. WHY
CAN'T THEY GET ON A PLANE RIGHT AWAY? WE SAID WE WERE GOING

TO REPORT BACK TO OUR GOVERNMENT ON THE BASIS OF OUR DICUSSION
TODAY, BUT WE DID NOT WANT TO LEAVE THUY WITH ANY INMPRESSION

- THAT THERE IS ANYTHING FURTHER WE CAN GIVE,

-
- e
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INFORMATION

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Saturday, October 26, 1968 -- 11:20 a.m.

Mr. President:
Herewith a lucid report from Cy Vance on a 5-hour hassle.
On the three points:

-- Agreement on the statement of participation and a good lucid
reference to ''prior discussions'’;

-- Some movement on ''without conditions' by the interjection
of a supplementary sentence (marked) ""Representatives of the DRV
understand that this move is made without reciprocity'';

-- They came down from a week to 6 days.
Comment: I do not know whether the Soviet Union will weigh in with
them on the basis of my talk. But I doubt they have had a chance to weigh

in, Nevertheless, the movements today suggest that they are trying to
find agreement rather than merely to stonewall,

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
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SEGRFET/NODIS/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

- Gy Vaance called on the Secure Phone (10:15 = 10:30 a.m.)

1. Harriman, Vance met with Thuy and Lau‘at the latter's
place for 5 hours, starting at 0930 (Paris time). :

2. Pursuant to instructions and Vance's phone discussion
yesterday with Secretary Rusk, Harriman and Vance made a
najor effort to get the DRV to give up the idea of an
agreed written document, but the DRV continued to insist
on an agreed secret minute. S

3, Agreement was reached on essentially our language for
Para B of such a minute as follows: :
o CE §

. "B, On_the basis of prior discussions, it is agreed

- - that a meeting to find a peaceful settlement of the
Vietnam problem will-be held in Paris on (date and
time). The US has sdid that the RVN will be present,

" and the DRV has gaid that the NLF will be present.

Accordingly, the meeting will include representatives
of the DRV, NLF, RVN and US."
(Note: new words underscored)

4. On Para A, the DRV maintained its insistence on inclusion
of the words "without conditionsY which Harriman and Vance
rejected. At one point the DRV suggested alternative language
to the quoted words to the effect that '"US representatives
stated that President Johnson in statements concerning ces-

'

sation of bombing will not use the word' "onditional™ =

. but they added a second sentence to the alternative proposal

that"Reps 'of the DRV understand that this move 1s made with-

- -out reciprocity", and Harriman rejected this proposal.

'S5, Thuy again asserted that the time interval could
be discussed when and if agreement was reached on the

!

minute. However, after much discussion the DRV representative

finally stated that they proposed that if we stop bombing
‘anytime on the 27th of October, the meeting would occur

on November 2-a gix day interval.. Harriman and Vance said
3 days was our outside position. , .

.

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

-

-
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT i :,/

SUBJECT: Strong Israeli Reaction to Eban Talks Here

Abe Feinberg called last night to say the Israelis are up in
arms because Pete Hart had apparently linked the Phantoms and the NPT
after you and the Secretary had stopped just short of linking them.

I called Secretary Rusk who told me the following: The Secretary
had not linked the NPT and the Phantoms but had told Eban that he wished
Hart to discuss certain political questions with Rabin before technical dis-
cussions on the planes began. Rabin was leaving for Israel the following
afternoon, Hart told him the one thing we were prepared to go into with
Rabin on that short notice was International Atomic Energy Agency safe-
guards, which Eban had said he had reservations about. Rabin said he
wasn't prepared to discuss that; he just wanted to discuss planes. So he
and Hart made a date for 3:00 p.m., October 30, the day after Rabin and
Eban come back. Rabin's line is: The NPT and the planes are two
separate issues; let's get on with the planes.

I told Feinberg that neither you nor the Secretary had made the
NPT a condition for the Phantoms but you considered the NPT of great
importance.

Feinberg apparently told this to Argov who cabled Rabin that
there was ''no condition precedent'' to the sale of Phantoms. (Argov is
Rabin's deputy. )

This morning, Argov.called me to.ask ;whether-he could -today-s
stgg]_._g_ment‘his last night's- message with another-saying that'a.date has _,.-
now beer} _set for actual consultations.on.the Phantoms.? He says that the »
1éfdeli press.is .now.saying we have linked the NPT and Phantoms and thas
th:.a will put Eshkol on the spot in the Cabmet. He'd like to put Eban ina_.
ggég}lthn to_knock, these critics by. saying (a) ,th.e.rg. s no condition and (b) -_.
what'/s more Rabjn is taking technical-consultants back with him ta..begin:.--;
«etailed negotiations,~-~

If.we want to wind.up.the Phantom negotiations.promptly, as. .
youindicated,~that would make sense. ~But il would.mean.-working the NPT...
on a_separate track..—~The-Israelis-are-mounting this.reaction deliberately
to press_us . to separate the. Phantoms and the NPT. . Giving them the kind

W
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of.answer Argov-wants would de-couple the two andtake off the-heat on:the
NPT that you and the Secretary generated. s

I can respond to Argov in one of two ways, depending on how you
and the Secretary wish to play this:

l. We could give Argov a date for the beginning of technical
what he has to say on the NPT before the techmca.l talks even though we'd
be committed to begin them, " ~

2. I.could tell Argov:. We have set no. conditions.--However,
the Israelis themselves have told us the Phantoms would make it easier for
them to 31gn the NPT, : Moreover,. others in the area have already related
'&e two. Thu is a problem we have to cope with, so we asked Eban to tell

uwxe.the issue stands...Rabin can make all the practical arrangements.

he needs to while he is_in Isxael and then Hart will discuss dates with him
next Wednesday,
e ek

You may wish to discuss this with Secretaries Rusk and Clifford
before you reply, or you may wish me to.

W%s tow

I prefer giving Argov a date
Hold the line, using the line in para. 2 above
Work out with Secretary Rusk
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY —
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

LBJ LIBRARY
25 October 1968 Mandatory Revicy,
Case # NL ] M
Documen #_33,
MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Rostow/
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Dean Rusk
Secretary of State

SUBJECT: Results of Nguyen Phong Thiep's
21 October 1968 Visit to Saigon

© 1.3(a)(4)

2. /] Nguyen Phong Thiep, member of the South
Vietnamese observer delegation to the Paris talks, JJlll returned to 1.3(a)(4)
Paris on 22 October 1968 from a one day visit to Saigon, South
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Chanh Thanh instructed Phong
to tell South Vietnamese Consul General and observer delegation
chief Phan Dang Lam that, until the commencement of second stage
talks, substantive discussions between the Americans and the South
Vietnamese would take place solely in Saigon and Lam thus bore no
responsibilities in this area. This was in response to Lam's com-
plaint that he was not being kept fully informed about talks in Saigon.
e ————————a] Thanh promised to keep Lam better inf?rmed,
and this has been borne out by an increase in reporting from Saigon

to Paris.
: | | - | I—'J 1.3(a)(4)

3. On the composition of the South Vietnamese delegation,
Thanh told Thiep that Pham Van Thinh, South Vietnamese Ambassador
in Bern, and Le Van Li, Vietnamese delegate to the United Nations
Organizations in Geneva, were being added to the South Vietnamese

L= — —

APPROVED FOR RELEASE
JAN 1995




— : 136

delegation and would be arriving soon in Paris. Vu Vuong Bac,
prominent Saigon lawyer, probably will not join the delegation
because of the press of personal business in Saigon. Nguyen

Ngoc Linh, Director of Vietnam Presse, has insisted that he be
given the personal rank of Ambassador as a precondition for his
joining the delegation as spokesman. [ —————] Linh 1.3(a)(4!
bases this demand on his belief that Mr. William Jorden, U.S.
Mission spokesman, has the same rank. Thanh told Thiep that he
doubted that he could agree to this condition. For the job of
military delegate, Thanh said that former IV Corps Commander and
Revolutionary Development Chief General Nguyen Duc Thang was
being actively considered but that no decision has been made.

4. During his visit to Saigon, Thiep had a private talk with
President Nguyen Van Thieu. [ 1 Thieu said that 1.3(a)«
there was no fundamental disagreement between himself ard the
Americans on the question of ultimately permitting the National
Liberation Front to participate in the political life of South Vietnam
by standing for public office in free elections. The main difference
was rather the point of permitting the Liberation Front to take part
in the negotiations without first having established their right to do so
in this way. President Thieu said that he was afraid that chaos would
result in Saigon if the Liberation Front joined the negotiations as a
separate entity. He said that he expected trouble from the military,
the Catholics and the militant Buddhists. Among the military, he
believed the main trouble would come from company grade officers
and lower ranks since the general officers were fairly well under
control and the field grade officers could understand why it might be
necessary to make concessions to the Liberation Front. He said
that he was less confident of the ability of the Catholic hierarchy to

control the Catholics, particularly if the militant Buddhists began
causing trouble. '

| —— 13(a)
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
October 23, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Request for Authorization to
Present Award in Your Name

Recommendation:

That you authorize Ambassador Fulton Freeman to
present an award in your name at the International
Philatelic Exhibition in Mexico City on November 4, 1968.

Approve

Disapprove

Discussion:

The International Philatelic Federation (FIP) is
sponsoring EFIMEX '68, an international stamp exhibit
in Mexico City, from November 1 to 9, 1968. According
to FIP regulations, prizes are awarded to winning en-
tries in different categories of stamps submitted by
private owners or museums. (The Smithsonian Institution
is sending a selection of stamps never before exhibited
outside the United States.)

The prizes will include a number of special awards
donated by the Presidents of Mexico, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Guatemala, Canada, and other nations. Mr, Edward L.
Willard, President of the American Philatelic Society,
has provided a Steuben glass urn as one of the special
prizes. The urn is covered, stands eight and a half
inches high, and is inscribed with a Biblical verse
(Psalm 91): 'He shall give the angels charge over
thee and keep thee in all thy ways."
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Mr. Willard and the organizers of EFIMEX '68 have
recommended that Ambassador Freeman present the urn
in your name to one of the winning entries on November 4,
the day that EFIMEX '68 will honor the United States.
Ambassador Freeman concurs in this.recommendation.

H Al L L

Nicholas deB. KatzZenbach

Enclosures:

1. Rules and Regulations of
EFIMEX '68.

2, Photograph of Steuben glass urn.
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. EFIMEX’ 68
International Philatelic Exhibition
Rules end Regulations

Organized under the sponsorship of the Fédération In-
ternationale de Fhilotélic and under the auspices of the
Ministry of Communications and Transports of Mexico by
the Federacion Mexicana de Filurelia, A. C.

The International Philatelic Exhibition EFIMEX'68 will
be held in Mexico frea Noveimbar Ist to 9th, 1968, with
the collaboration of diffzrent philatelic organizations among
which are the Asscciation Iniernationale de Journalistes Phi-
teliques (AlJP), the American Philatelic Society (APS),
the Asociacion Filatélica de Coste Rica, the Asociacion Fi-
latélica Peruane, the Federacién Filutélica Colombiana, the
Royal Philatelic Society of Canadu, the American Topical
Association (ATA), the Elmhiust Philarelic Society, the
Philatelic Press Club, the Phocniz Fhilatelic Association,
the Amcrican Stamp Dealers Association and thc Philatelic
Traders Socicty of London.

The exhibition EFIMEX'68 will be ruled by the general
regulations established by the Fédération Internationale de

* Philatélic {or exhibitions of international character, Besides

the above mientioned regulations, EFIMEX'68 will be hald
under the following Rules and Regulations:

ARTICLE 1

- The exhibition is open to all collectors who wish to par-
ticipatc and who comiply with the regulations under which

this exhibition is being held,

ARTICLE 2

There is no limit to the number of collections that each

4ndividual exhibitor may inscribe.

ARTICLE 3
Each collection has to be the property of the exhibitor

* who enters it.

-ARTICLE 4

The collections may be cxhibited under the names of
their owners or with pseudonyms, in which case, the name
of the owner and his address must be registered in the ap-
plication for inscription to the Organizing Committee.

ARTICLE §

The application for inscription for a collection must in-
dicate the Class. Section, and Group in which it is being
inscribed and no collection may be inscribed in more than
one of them,
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An'ncua 6.

lncorre\.tly inscribed collections by Classes, Scctions or
Groups can be reclassified according ‘to the judzement of
the Sclection Commission or the Judges.

ARTICLE 7

The collections for exhibiticn should be mounted on al-
bum pages or cards,

ARTICLE 8

Each exhibit must be of not less than four frames. In case
the demand becomes larger than the capacity of the Exhi-
bition, the Selection Coramittse rescrves the right 1o exhibit
only su.h portions as it may sclect. .

ARTICLE 9

The Sclection Commission reszrves the right to reject in-
scriptions of collection that are not worthy of a philatelic
exhibition of internaticnal character without giving any
reason for such rejections, In such circumstances, any fecs
paid will be refunded.

ARTICLE 10

The shipping expenscs to Mexico City of the inscribed
collections for exhibition in EFIMEX'68 must be prepaid
by the exhibitor and an equal amount must be sent to the
Organizing Comimittee for the expenses of returning the
exhibit in the same manner.

ArTICLE 11

All the exhibits will be returned to the owners as soon
as posibble after the clesing of the exhibition, by the same
shipping medium as thay were received, un‘ess other ins-
tructions are given and adequate pn)ment is made for the
shipping.

ARTICLE 12

For Literature Class exhibits, everything related to ship-
ment and return will ba the same as in Art. 11 above.

ARTICLE 13

The insurance for the exhibits must be paid and con-
tracted for by the exhibitor.
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ARYICLE 14

The applications for entcy must be presented on the of-
ficia] application fonn, carcfully made out with complete
informaticn requested, The original and one copy must be
sent to the Organizing Committee EFIMEX’6S, one copy to
the national commissioner, as soon as possible, and onc co-
PY kept by the exhibitor. Application fcr inscription will not
be reccived after April Ist 1968. Additionai copies of the
application forms may be requested from the co:amissionsr
in each country or from tl:ie Orgunizing Committee,

. ARTICLE 15
Exhibitors will be allowed to forward their own collec-

tions or to send them by a representative by giwing previous.

notification to the Organizating Committec.

"ARTICLE 16

Without eacsption, the collections for exhibition must
be delivered to the Organizing Committee EFINMEX 68 be-
fore Sept, 30th 1958,

ARTICLE 17
Exhibits which coatain stamps considered to be harmful
issues in the list published by FIP will be disqualified. Each
exhibitor will reccive a copy of the FIP list,

ARTICLE 18
Colicctions not for competition will only be accepted by
invitation. Group collection will not be accepted for compe-
tition, Philatelic dealers will only be able to present their
material in the booths reserved for them: or in the non-
compelitive class. Collections owned by members of the jury
can only b presented as non-competitive exhibitions,

ARTICLE 19

No exhibit or collection may be removed prior to the
closing of the Exhibition,

ARTICLE 20

Questions which may arise concerning the exhibition and
nct provided by thuse regulations, will be decided by the
Organizing Committee.

ARTICLE 21

No responsibility shall be attached to EFIMEX'68 or its
Organizing Commiitwee, its Dirccters, Commissions or em-
ployees for any loss or damage to any exhibit or part there-
of arising from any cause whatsoever.

ARTICLE 22

The signature of the eahibitor on the application indicates
the acceptance of these regulations.

Frames and Fees
ARTICLE 23 :
The exhibition frames will have the following dimensions:
67.5 cms, by 87 cms. (26'5 by 34 inches). The frames will

be placed vertically, Spscial mounling and pages which do
not {it the above mentionad measurements, will be accepted
conditionally to the dimensions of the frames,

ARTICLL 24

The fec for each frame is $62.50 Mex, Cy. ($5 U.S. cur-
reacy). The fce for each item in the Literature Class is
$125.00 Mex, Cy. (§10 U.S. currency).

ARTICLE 2§

It is recommcnded that exhibitors insure their collections
in the form that they consider most convenient. All safety
precautions will be taken in the handling of the collections,
There will be adcquate and permanent guards during the
entire time of the exhibition,

Judges
ARTICLE 26

The pancl of judges will be szlected by the Organizing
Commitice from among qualified persons of moral inte-
grity, experience and philatelic prestiga. The integriiion of
the Jury will be under FIP regulations on the matter. The
Jury will establish its own internal form of operation.
The decisions of the Jury are finul and without appeal, The
Secretary of the Jury will summarize its decisions and the
official report of thc awards will be announced by the
Chairman of the Jury.

Awards
ARTICLE 27

The Organizing Committee will place at the disposal of
the Judges a sufficient number of gold —large and small
size—, silver, silver-gilt (vermecil), silver, silver-bronze and
bronze medals which will be awarded in the different Clas-
ses, Sections and Groups. Additicnal awards, each in lieu of
a medal, will be awarded as follows:

CIA. A Grand Trophy for the best exhibit in the Honor
ass:

Objet d'Art or a large gold madal and special diploma.
CIB. A Grand Trophy for the bast exhibit in the National

ass: .

Objet d'Art or a large gold madal and special diploma.

C. A Grand Trophy for the best exhibit in the Com-

~ petitive Class:

Objet d'Art or a large gold medal and special diploma.
Each exhibitor will receive a certificate of participation.
In case an award is obtained, it will be stated thereon.

Classification of exhibits
ARTICLE 28

Official: Exhibits of Governmznt Postal Administrations,

Muscums or Stamp Printing Oifices, by special invitation.
(Non-competitive Art. 6, FIP Regulations).
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Court of Honor: Exhibits of special interest by invitation
of the Orgunizing Committee (Non-competitive. Art. 7,
Sec, 2, FIP Regulations).

Hors Concours: Sclected exhibits by invitation of the
Organizing Committce. (Non-comypetitive, Art. 9, FIP Re-
gulations).

Honor Class: Collections awardad at least two gold mc-
dals or grand prize and gold medal or the equivalent at
the preceding five (listed) International Exhibitions recog-
nized by FIP (Art. 7. FI’ Regulations).

1963 Luxemtourg or Istambul,

1964 Paris.

1965 Vienna,

1966 Washingion,

1967 Austerdam, . .

Cempetitive Class: Collections of philatelic material of
all kinds whether general, specialized, or rescarch studics
in the various categories of Philately (Art. 20. FIP Re-
gulations). .

SECTION 1. MEXICO OR NATIONAL CLASS.

Group:

. General Collections.

Classics 1856-1884.

Antique 1885-1910,

Revolution 1910-1928,

Modern 1923-1968.

Porte dc Mar and Officials.

Postal stationerv, enteros, cards and covers.
Airmails,

FDCs, First Flights and special cancellations,
Postal History, .

Foreign Countries

Collections should be entered in the Sections that follow
and by the Group category appropriate for each couatry.

SomNamAswN-

SECTION 2. LATIN AMERICA (EXCEPT MEXICO).
SECYION 3. UNITED STATES AND CANADA.
SECTION 4. EUROPE (EXCEPT GREAT BRITAIN).
SECTION 5. GREAT BRITAIN AND BRITISH COM-
MONWEALTH (EXCEPT CANADA).
SECTION 6. AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA (EXCEPT

. BRITISH COMMONWEALTII),
Groups: (for Scctions 2 through 6 above).
1. General Collections.

. 2. Postal Issues - 19th centu:y.
3. Postal Issues - 20th century.
4. Locals and Private Posts.

Official, Newspaper, Postage Due, Special Delivery,

Registry, Telegraph, etc.

Postal Stationery.

Colonics and Offices Abroad.

Essays, Proofs and Specimens.

Postal History including Pre-Stamp Covers, Postal

Marking, etc,

10. Cancellations, including Maritime,
" -tary, Foreign Usage, etc,

11. First Day Covers (non-thematic).

12. Any other material not classified above,

PONA

Railroad, Mili-

SECTION 7. AIR MAIL, COLLECTION OF STAMPS
’ AND/OR COVERS.

General,

Specialized.

Semi-officiul.

Pioneer and Government Flights,

Historical, Balioon, Zeppelin and Trans-Oceanic
- Flights.

Recket, Missile or Space Age Flights and related

material.

N S mawNe

. Acro-Postal Stetionary including air letter sheets.

SECTION 8. THEMATIC OR TOPICAL.

Groups: oo -

1. Themes {except Sports and Olvmpics).

2, Ilustraiive Subjact Collections (except Sports and
Olympics).

3. Issuing DMotive Collections (except Sporls and

~ Olympics). .

4. Sports and Olympics.

SECTION 9. PHILATELIC LITERATURE,

Graoups:

1. Philatelic Handbooks, Brochures and Studies. (Divi-
sion la and b, AIJP rules),

2. Philatelic Periodicals, (Division 2 AIJP rules).

3. Catalogues (Division 5. AUJP rules).

4, .Other (Divisions 3 and 4 AUP rules).

Dealers Participations .

Conditions: There will be place for 36 booths of 5.90
meters front by 2.10 meters (19 ft. by 7 ft.) which will
be rented to stamp d=alers or philatelic publishers, national
and foreign, Plan of exhibiting spaces will be providad to
the applicants of dealers booths, The booth space may not
be sublet, transferred or rented by more than one d:aler.

Equipment: The booths will be furnished with one table
and four chairs. Additional furnishing or equipment must
be providad for at the expanse of the booth holder and with
the approval of the Organizing Committee.

Exhibited matcrial: All the material for exhibition in the
dealers booths shall be apgropriate for a philatelic exhibi-
tion and shall be subject to the approval of the Organizing
Commitice.

Choice of locaticn: The booths will be rented to the ap-
plicanty strictly in the ordzr of their application reccipt.

Rental: The rental for each booth with standard measu- .
res will bz $5,000 Mex, (S400 U.S, currency) for the du-
ration of the exhibition: payable $3,000 Mex. ($240 U.S.
currency) with the application and the balance no later
than July 1st. 1968, Payment by check should bs muds out
to Comité Organizador EFIMEX'6S.

General information: No cemmercial transactions of any
kind will be allowed on the floor of the exhibition except
in the booths. Anyon2 intcrested in reserving a booth or
wanting information should communicate with Comité Or-
ganizador EFIMEX'68 Comisidn Comercial, Apartado Pos-
tal 12, México 1, D. F.

EFIMEX'68
INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION
Organizing Committee
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