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INFORMATION

Wednesday, October 30, 1968 -- 7:00 p.m. o
Mr. President: [ﬁw f"

As you go forward on your decision today, may I make available
to you a passage from a book I once wrote containing a quotation which
has for all of my mature life givea me a great comfort.

"New courses of action always bring unpredictable factors
into play and incur risk. There is no way to avoid taking steps
in the dark, for which there is no prescription other than the
reply to those who hesitated in Holland to make the pilgrimage

to Plymouth:

‘It was answered, that all great and honorable actions
are accompanied with great difficulties and must be both
enterprised and overcome with answerable courages. It
was granted the dangers were great, but not desperate.
The difficulties were many, but not invincible. For though
there were many of them likely, yet they were not certain.
It might be sundry of the things feared might never befall;
others by provident care and the use of good means might
in a great measure be prevented; and all of them through
the help of God, by fortitude and patience, might either
be borne or overcome. '"

It'is from old William Bradford writing the account of "Plymouth
Plantation, 1620-1647."

I have never had the privilege of working with someone who more
fully lived by this standard of courage.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rin
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“TOP-SECRET=-SENSITIVE

Tuesday, October 29, 1968
9:00 a.m,

Mr. President:

foet””
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Herewith a fnrthm 3.4(
Thieu talking to the S ean

Ambassador in Secul in quite a
disturbing way oa 18 Cectober.

W. W. Rostow

O SECRET=-SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln
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Tuesday, October 29, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your Meeting at 12:00 Noon Today -- Pakistan Tanks
and Indian Aid

The two issues before you are:

1. Ayub's tanks. The issue is whether to:

a. Spend $3 million in military aid funds to try to persuade
Turkey to sell 100 M-47's to Pakistan. We would re-

place them with 100 M-48's. Nitze says he can find
the money.

b. Or remove the ban on arms aid to the subcontinent
altogether and sell the tanks directly to Ayub. If the
Turkish deal falls through, this would be the only
practical alternative to get Ayub even 100 tanks,

My earlier memo and Nick Katzenbach's are attached,

2, Indian aid. You asked me to lay out for you alternative aid
packages.

These facts should be taken into consideration:

-- There is no pressing food shortage in India. But the Indians
need:

a. Food imports to keep prices down and to help them

continue their promising program of agricultural
reform,

b. They need fertilizer imports for next spring's harvest.

If they cut back here, they will not get the full advantage
of the miracle seeds now in place.

== The Indians fear a sharp cutback in foreign development aid.
They expected a commitment of $200 million from IDA by now. They
can no longer count on this. Second, they are completely in the dark
about the U.S. program. Normally we would have pledged our aid

DECLASSIFIED
Anthority FRVS 64-6Fwl.25 252\
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SECRET-NODIS Tuesday, October 29, 1968

Mr. President:

You should be aware of the
attached in which (a) Eshkol asks that
Phantoms and NPT not be linked and
(b) Eban states Israel's position on the
NPT. In short, Eban says the government
is studying the NPT--a completely non-
committal answer,

W. W. R.

—SEGRET- NODIS

Att: Tel Aviv 5862, 10/28/68
Tel Aviv 5863, 10/28/68
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NPT-PHANTOMS

1. MOSHE BITAN, ASST DIRGEN MFA, CALLED ON AM3 THIS EVENING
AND GAVE HIM ORAL MESSAGE FROM ESHKOL AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE AFTER
HAVING RECEIVED A REPORT FROM FOREIGN MINISTER EBAN ON HIS
. CONVERSATION WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE PRIME MINISTER
-———WISHES TO STATE THAT IT IS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE NEGOTI-
. ATIONS BETWEE!Y OUR TWO GOVERMNMENTS ABOUT THE SALE OF PHAHNTION
AIRCRAFT ARE TO COMMENCE FORTHWITH WITHOUT BEING LINKED TO THE
QUESTION OF THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY. THE PRIME MINISTER
ASSUMES AND HOPES THAT OUR NEGOTIATING TEAM LED BY AI3BASSADOR
RABIN WILL BE ENABLED TO START IMMEDIATELY WITH PRACTICAL
DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO THE SALE OF THE AIRCRAFT. UNQUOTE

2. AT SAME TIME, BITAN HANDED AMB PAPER (TEXT SEPTEL) RESPONDING
TO US REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION ISRAEL'S POSITION ON NPT,

PAPER NOTES EBAN RETURN U.S. DELAYED BY PM'S INDISPOSITON AND
REQUESTS PM'S VIEWS THEREFORE BE CONVEYED TO USG BY AMB.

PAPER REPEATS FAMILIAR ISRAELI POSITION ON NPT AND OFFERS NO
FIRM ASSURANCE ON SIGNING.

3e BITAN EXPRESSED REGRET U.S. HAD LINKED NPT WITH PHANTOMS

AND SAID STRONG ISRAEL WAS IN FREE WORLD AND US INTEREST. AM3
NOTED NPT PAPZR WAS NO ADVANCE BEYOND PREVIOUS GOI POSITIONS AND
CAUTIONED BITAN NOT TO UNDERESTIMATE DEPTH OF FEELING ON NPT

AT ALL LEVELS USG, REVIEWED IMPORTANCE OF NPT TO WORLD PEACE
AND NOTED ANOMALY OF ISRAEL SHARIhG DISTIHCTIOH ON NONe SIG-
NATURE WITH GERMANY, A s, g

 GP-3. BARBOUR wr ; -;'*;--1-*—:‘-7 e

* NOTE: HANDIE AS NODIS PER S/S-0
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e FOLLOVING IS TEXT PAPER ON NPT HANDED AMB BY BITAN OCT 28:

~le QUOTE IN DISCUSSION WITH THE ISRAEL MINISTER FOR FOREIGWN
. AFFAIRS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED FOR CLARIFI-
- CATION OF ISRAEL'S POSITION ON THE NON=-PROLIFERATION TREATY.
- SINCE THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES IS
. SOMEWHAT DELAYED BECAUSE OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S INDISPOSITION,

¢ THE PRIME MINISTER IS ASKING THE AMERICAN APBASSADOR TO ISRAEL

; TO CONVEY THE PRIME MINISTER'S REPLY TO THIS QUESTION FORTHWITH.

.2+ QUOTE ISRAEL'S POSITION ON THE TREATY WAS AUTHORITATIVELY
. STATED IN RECENT MONTHS BY THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE
' UNITED NATIONS IN HIS ADDRESS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MULMLN

©MAY 1968, BY THE PERMAMENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE EUROPEAN

HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON 12 SEPTEM3ER, AT THE
CONFERENCE OF THE NON-NUCLEAR STATES. IN THESE STATENMENTS THE

ISRAEL REPRESENTATIVES DECLARED 1'THE ISRAEL'S GOVERNMENT SUPPORT __ .

~FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSES OF THE TREATY. .
PMTHE GENERAL '

ASSEMBLY, ISRAEL VOTED IN FAVOUR OF THE_NON-PROLIFERATION RE-

- SOLUTION,

‘3. QUOTE SINCE THE TREATY WAS SIGNED AND OPENED FOR ADHERENCE
- THE GOVZRNMENT OF ISRAEL HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN A CONTINUOUS AND
- DETAILED STUDY OF ITS TERMS IN THE LIGHT OF THE PRINCIPLES TO
WHICH IT HAS SUBSCRIBED IN ITS VARIOUS S TEMENTS. IN THIS

- ~EXAMINATION ISRAEL, AS A NON-NUCLEAR POYWER, IS TAXING TNTO

- ACCOUNT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE TREATY FOR LONG-TERM MATIONAL

: SECURITY, THE PROBLEM OF INSPECTION PROCEDURES, ITS PROGRAMMES
- FOR PEACEFUL USE OF ATOMIC ENERGY, AS WELL AS THE NUMSROUS

R

IDEAS EXPRESSED BY OTHER COUNTRIES AT THE RECENT CONFERENCE

: OF NON-NUCLEAR POWERS AT GENEVA. e







INFORMATION

€ONFIDENTIAL

Thursday, October 31, 1968
10:30 p. m.

Mr. President:

Park's first response is okay.

W. W. Rostow

P.S. I had a most warm session with the
Apostolic Delegate who conveys to you his
respect and best wishes -- and his prayers
for the success of your decision of tonight.

W.W.R,
[‘.";“ r ‘-_“7-.
White Houal © 2. 24,1283
By = L T L-a-.c'.w
—CONFIDENTIAL—

WWRostow:rln






October 31, 1968
. 7:15 p.m.
Vo int
Mr. Rostow,

Ben Read called. Bunker said Thieu
still insists on two changes in the announcement.
Sec. Rusk told Amb. Bunker that was unacceptable
and the President is going ahead on the basis of
the speech at 8:00 p.m,

Ben said, so we will not have a joint
announcement unless Bunker can get him to
change; and we don't know that he will even try.

R. N. Ginsburgh

rln



INFORMATION ,7
THEe WHITE HOUSE s

WASHINGTON

Thursday, October 31, 1968
! B [Brer—" )

-
Mr. President: fﬁ ) g
You should know that we have
multiple reports that the VC plan
a large-scale harassment some-

time between now and 5 November.

We are getting Bus Wheeler to check
out the attached reports immediately.

W. W. R.



ECTION ON YO 3.3(0) - '
SECTION _E\IE‘ QF "o .33 ) . . Aa
SPOT REPOR. FOLLOW UP NR. 1~ = =/ . o —

. VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST MILITARY UWITS IN MILITARY REGION 5
© " -~ PREPARING FOR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS :

'FOLLOW UP NR. 1 TO 2/ /IRs31-68 (3028560 3,13(1_)(0(3):__

PREPARATIONS FO COMMUNIST OFFENSIVE 'OPERATIONS IN MILITARY
REGION (MR) 5 CONTINUE TO ACCELERATE," ACCORDING TO SIGINT OF
29, 32 AND 31 OCTOBER, -THESE PREPARATIONS, INCLUDING THE MOVE-
MENT OF ADDITIONAL UNITS TO NEW AREAS OF OPERATION, -HAVE OCCURRED
CONCURRENT WITH EVIDENCE THAT A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST " D=-DAY IS

SET FOR_EARLY NOVEMBER.

HQ, NVA 2MD DIVISION FORWARD ELEMENT HAS MOVED FROM QUANE -
TIN INTO SOUTHERN QUANG NAM PROVINCE, ACCORDING TO PRELIMINARY
INFORMATIONCC1)). ON 31 OCTOBER THIS FORWARD- ELEHENT WAS LOCATED
NEAR 15-38N 108-09E (AT 958296), ABOUT 31 KM NORTHWEST OF 1ITS
28 OCTOBER POSITION IN QUANG TIN, LATER ON 31 OCTOBER, WHILE
I8 THE FRONT 4 OPERATIONAL AREA, THE FORWARD .ELEMENT REPORTED
TO HQ, FRONT 4 THAT IT WAS AGAIN ON THE MOVE. a0 ., 3
: ALSO ‘IN THE QUANG NAM PROVINCE AREA, FRONT 4 "FORCES HAVE
REFERRED TO THE TRANSPORTATION OF MUNITIONS,- THE COMPLETION OF _
PREPARATIONS, AND THE SETTING UP OF ADDITIONAL RADIO SCHEDULES((2)).
A1.SO PROVIDED ¥AS A CLARIFICATION 'OF THE WETHOD OF REFERRING TO
THE DAYS FOLLOYING D-DAY((3)). THE MESSAGE IMPLIED THAT -

| COMMUNIST FORCES IN THE DAI LOC DISTRICT OF QUANG NAlM HAVE

RECEIVED * ACTION ORDERS,” BUT THAT REFERENCES TO VARIATIONS OF
D-DAY IN THOSE ORDERS WERE CONFUSING. < 5

ON 31 OCTOBEZR, CENTRAL COGilHAND, HQ, FRONT 4 SENT A
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS--BASED ON " NEW COMBAT ORDERS'--TO THE

571ST (FROBABLE BATTALIOM. THE UNIT WAS ORDERED TO PRESENT

ITS.PLANS (PROBABLY CONCEZRNING COMBAT) AT THE CENTRAL COMMAND

"ON 9 NOVEMBER AND TO CCWPLETE ITS MISSION ON-15 NOVEZMBER. IT

_¥AS FURTHER DIRECTED THAT THE BATTALION COMPLETE THE TRANSPORT

OF ADDITIONAL -AMMUNITION FRO¥ KEN (15-36N 107-4TE, YC $863)
BY 12 NOVEXBER. '

- IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS INCREASED

. BETUEEN HQ, NVA 3RD DIVISION AND ITS SUBORDINATE REGIMENTS,
. "AND THE VC 2ND REGIMENT, 3RD DIVISION, CONDUCTED A MINOR

RELOCATION. ON 33 OCTOBER, HQ, 3RD DIVISION ORDERED ITS VC 2ND,
NVA 18TH AND 22ND REGIMENTS TO MAINTAIN 24- HOUR CONTACT. AND LATER
SPECIFICALLY INFORMED THE 2ND REGIMENT THAT IT SHOULD INCREASE

“ITS COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE DIVISION HEADQUARTERS THE HQ, 2ND

REGIMENT WAS LOCATED ON.THAT DATE IN SOUTHERN QUANE NGAI, 15 Ki
SOUTH OF. THE MINH LONG SPECIAL FORCES CAHP AND 1§ KH SOUTHVWEST
OF ITS 18 OCTOBER POSITION((4)). THE OTHER 3RD DIVISION UNITS

.~ ARE LOCATED IN QUANG NGAI AND BINH DINH PROVINCES-

XXHH :

- -993

SANITIZED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5
PJLJ’M’A C D2-7/5 snd AL Ty 43
By_ace  NARA, Date 2-/8-05
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. REPRODUCT IOV FURTHER DISSZ:iiINATION OF THIS DO"’U 1ENT
AS A UHOLE PROHIBITED WITHOUT PRIOR DIRISA CGICUR-
RZNCE, "STLECTED ITEUS HAY BE EXTRACTED AnD FURTHER

DISSEMIUATED Ol A STRICT HEED-TC- Xi0J BASIS,

ADVANCZ TO SIGINT SUAHARY HUUBEIR 267-63

IAFCRUATION Id THIS RIPORT IS THAT AVAILABLE TO HSA
AS OF 1309 EST 3! OCTG3ZR 1938

AlID IS BASZD EVTIRELY ON SIGINT EXCEPT UH;..R.:. OTHER-
YISE SPEICIFICALLY ID:..‘!TIF'IE.D.

* RIPGATED VG PLAWS FCR GENSRAL OFFTNSIIT
AUD ATTACK O} SAIGOYN AND GIA DINK

TH"E-.;'EASTEFZN CGZ-I?»!U-.‘\EISTS REGICI CGRIITTEE" HAS
NMOTIFIZD ALL S‘JBO?DI“%TE HILITARY CADRZS TO ANAIT
THI CRDER FOR A " LARGE-SCALE OFFZHSIYET'y ACCORDING TO

n

" CONFIRYZD" IHFORWATION TN A 29 OCTO2ER {___Jr a3

] __)I!LSSQGL. ” aDDITIONAL
RUATION™ STATES THAT "BEFORE 1 NOVIMBER™ SAIGOM
’ID GIA DINH YILL BE THZ TARGETS OF ™A GENERAL :
OFFENSIVE OR STRONE _COORDINATED HARASSHENT OR KEAVY
BCA3ARDUENT, " (‘2/&503-68, 310236Z 0CD

SANITIZED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5
NLYRAC 02-/45 ank X43 15913

By . NARA, Date 2-/8 -85
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INDICATIONS OF POSSIBLE FORTHCCHING VN NAVAL ACTIVITY

XACC

SINCE 27 OCTOBER NORTH VIETHANESE NAVAL (NVIiD COUHUNICATIONS
HAVE INDICATED THAT HVii! VESSELS i1AY UNDERTAKE UWKHOUY ACTIVITIES
IN THE CAC BA ISLAND AREA BEGINNING OW 4 NOVEUBER. O 27 OCTCBER
A HMESSAGE PASSED FROU THE HANOI COWiIAND:POST TO AN UWIDENTIFIED
ENTITY STATED THAT " IT IS .POSSIBLE THAT IT VWILL BEGIN ON

4 MOVEMBER." - ° -

ON 29 OCTOBER, THE HORTHEISN FLEET HEADQUARTERS AT BAI CHAY

' PASSED A MESSAGE. TO THE HANOI COWMMAND POST STATING THAT CCAT
13006 39 OCTOBER)) S-25 (WVii! WATER BARGE) WOULD GO OUT TO SUPPLY

WATER FOR ALL THE BARRELS AT 156 (20-46N 137-95E, YH 168975),

£ (20-46N 107-03F, YH 133977) AND Ki3 CPOSSIBLY Il THE VICINITY

OF 159). IT WAS FURTHER REVEALED THAT O 3 NOVEMBER WE WILL

HAVE TYO VESSZILS FROM DIVISION 7 GOING OUT TO KI3 FOR ASSIGHHENT.”

THE ANCHORAGE AREAS HENTIONED (K13, 159, A1), ARE IN THE VICIIITY

OF CAC BA ISLAND, R vy
POSSIBLE PREPARATIONS FOR THE ABOVE ACTIVITY WERE DISCLOSTD

ON 13 AdD 14 OCTCBER IN THE COMUNICATIOHS BETWEEN TVO UNIDENTIFIED

vessELs T :'> AN UNIDENTIFIZD COMTROL

0¥ THOSE DATES, MESSAGES PASSED FROW WM TO BOTH VESSELS WERE .
INTERNALLY ADDRESSED TO THE DIVISION 7 PGM T-187. MESSAGES PASSED
FROY BOTH VESSELS TOWNEEEE YERE SIGUED BY THE PERSONALITY " BINH,”
THEREBY INDICATING THAT VESSELS I ::=:- 1Y CCIPANY.
ACCORDINMS TO MESSAGES MOTED. ON 13 OCTORER, B0TH VESSELS WERE

IN TRANSIT TO HAIPHONG, POSSIBLY FROM HANOI, CGMMUNICATISHS
ACTIVITY OF 14 OCTO3ER INDICATED THAT THE VESSELS HAD TIED UP AT

AY UNLOCATED FLOATING DRYDOCK, POSSI3LY TO UNDEREO REPAIRS.
MESSAGES PASSED BY VESSELS* 0N 29 AND
30 OCTOBIR YERE SIGWED BY "BIWH," THUS THEY WER: STILL IN COMNPANY.

CORRESPOUDENCE ON THOSE DAYS DISCLCSZD THAT BOTH VEISSELS UZRE .
POSSIBLY MOVING, THIS ACTIVITY POSSI3LY INDICATES THAT THE REPAIRS

VWERE CO:PLITED AID THAT THE VESSELS WERE TESTING THEIR STAUORTHINESS,

0¥ 33 0cTC3ER, VESSTLENEEEE R=PORTED TONNEE THAT "1 Ad STILL
GOING IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDERS. -~ PASSZD QUz0 ( PRCBAZLY HOI QUEO,

" 20-598 187-0ST, YJ 198952) AT ....6." A LATER WESSAGE FROMN THE

. PGS WHICH SIGINT INDICATSD YWEIRE DAMAGED I

A

SAHUE VESSEL STATED THAT "1 TURNED AROUND AMD RETURNED SAFELY. AT
67096 59 OCTI3ER." THE LOCATION MENTIONSD 0il 33 OSTORZR IHDICATES
T4AT I “ER: N THE CAC Ba ISLAND ARFA.

IT IS POSSISLE THAT ARE THE TWO SYATOY-CLASS

; STCRHS WHICH STRUCX NORTH VITTHAH DURING AUGUST.
a2 éXﬂH
1

IN HANOI DURING THE HEAVY

25

3.3
(6)8)



Thurs. , Oct. 31, 1968
5:20 p. m.

LITERALLY EYES ONLY

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a terse version of the
briefing memorandum. You will wish,
of course, to look at it most carefully
to see if it has all the elements you want.

W. W. Rostow






2=

In any case, Gen, Abrams has been issued standing orders to
respond to violations of the DMZ, and all of us in the government are
prepared to resume the bombing in the face of gross, purposeful violations,

Sect. Rusk and Sect. Clifford and General Wheeler have all recom-
mended this course of action to me. I polled the members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff individually on October 14, They concurred unanimously,
as did General Palmer, who had long experience in Vietnam,

Because of his long experience with air operations in Vietnam,
I asked General Momyer for his recommendation, It was positive.
When I put the question(of whether we should gow his
response was, "It is the right thing to do, "

General Taylor and Mr. Helms also strongly support this course.

In mid-October President Thieu and the Chiefs of the Troop
Contributing Countries gave their concurrence to this proposition,
Since that time, we have been engaged in negotiations in both Paris and
in Saigon to settle certain details., Tonight President Thieu informed
me that he would join fully in this decision. The GVN will be free to join
the talks next Wednesday, November 6. They are now organizing the
delegation, and we shall be working out in Paris the ground rules for
those talks,

Let me summarize the understanding we have reached with Hanoi;

-~ Hanoi has agreed to begin serious talks toward peace in Vietnam --
talks which would include representatives of the Government of South Vietnam.

-~ We have made it clear to them that a continuation of the bombing
cessation was dependent, first, on respect for the DMZ, and second,
upon there being no attacks on the cities,

-- The Soviet Union, which has played a part in this negotiation,
knows these circumstances intimately., Their understanding has been
reaffirmed at the highest level in the last few days.

-~ Both Hanoi and Moscow are clear that we shall continue reconnaissance
of North Vietnam, That is why we agreed to stop only acts of force and
not acts of war,

The agreement at which we have arrived is, then, precisely the one
which -~ as I have told all three Presidential candidates =~ we have been
seeking in recent months. We have given away nothing to reach this agreement.
It is wholly consistent with my public statements.



INFORMATION /7 /,

Thursday, October 31, 1968
SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 4:45 p. m,

MR. PRESIDENT:
I have checked on why Thieu wants 8 o'clock.
It is simply:
-- to complete the diplomacy;
-- and give him minimum time to get his statement in shape in the
light of that diplomacy.

Although they should have been better prepared, they weren't,
and feel very hard-pressed for time.

Bunker concurs ia this request for 8:00 P. M,

W. W. Rostow

(memo not sent to Pres because it was cleared by phone at 4:45 p-m.)

DECLASSIFIED
Author "}ﬂ_/_f ?,/-—?_/y(/,

— T

?-"-;1%. NARA, Dates3=s=7 3



INFORMA TION

SECGRET/EYES ONLY
Thursday, October 31, 1968
2:45 p. m,

Mr. President:

You will be interested in the
red sidelined passage from this latest
from Dick Helms.

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET/EYES ONLY

B ot ;}-”@:— -
¢

WWRostow:rln



ACTI0N

Thursday, October 31, 1968 ~/2 57p%

o

Mr. President:

President Tito has sent a letter to you
which his Ambassador has asked to
deliver personally. The letter probably
concerns United States-Yugoslav relations
in the light of the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia.

1f you cannot receive the Ambassador,
the State Department will ask him to
deliver the Tito letter to the Department.
However, a very brief appointment would
be sufficient, and would be highly valued
by the Yugoslavs.

W. W. Rostow

Set up an appointment

Attempt to obtain the letter otherwise



MEMORANDU! INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE &

WASHINGTON

Thursday, Oct, 31, 1968
SEGREP/SENSITIVE 11:50 a. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Suppose Thieu does not go along today., I suggest that you consider
the following:

-~ first, have in Nixon alone, Give him.the evidence -- of which we
have an important additional item -~ that the South Vietnamese are thinking
that they can turn down this deal and get a better deal after the election,

While sharing the information with Nixon, tell him flatly that you are confident
that he has had nothing whatsoever to do with this;

=- then give him the views of Abrams, the JCS, etc., on the deal;

-= then give him the evidence that Hanoi may in fact be thinking of
winding up the war very quickly indeed;

-= you might remind him of the trouble that President Eisenhower
Vice President Nixon, and Sect. Dulles had when Syngman Rhee kicked up
his heels towards the end of the Korean war;

-~ finally, tell him that it is your considered judgment that if it becomes
known that Thieu is holding up a deal which would lower U, S, casualties and
bring peace near, the basis in the United States for support of the enterprise
would dissipate:

-- in the government, including the military who are '"disgusted;"
-- in the Congress, even among pro-Vietnam leaders;
-=- in our public,

We simply cannot let these inexperienced men snatch defeat from the jaws of
victory,

Therefore, you would ask him to join in a private message to Thieu,
with the other candidates, along the following lines:

"We, the three Presidential candidates in the United States, have
been kept fully informed on what the U. S, Government has been seeking in
the negotiations in Paris,

"We have just been briefed by the President and other responsible officials
of the Government, including the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. We are

DECLASSIFIED
Authority Lﬂd-}?/-?f?f/ . .
By /st NARA, Date F5°27
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SEGRETF/SENSITIVE INFORMATION

Thursday, October 31, 1968 — //.'50 #/™

’F/Lu' fﬂ
Attached are two documents: .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

1. President Thieu's older brother tol.dl
| that he believed that it T ¢

» Do matter who is elected, on issues pertainin ’M‘ :

to the neace conference. | ] i
[ according to rumors, the U, S. did not expect
residen leu to take such a stubborn attitude. E0 12958 3 AIb(1)>25Yrs

E0 12958 3.4(h)(6)>25Vrs - |

2. South Vietnamese Foreign Minister Thanh told the Advisory [€)
Council on October 30 that Ambassador Bunker was not "pressuring’
President Thieu to accept an unconditional cessation of the bombing
of North Vietnam. This Council, composed of labor, academic,
legislative, and religious leaders is being consulted on Bunker's
negotiations with Thieu.

W. W. Rostow

SANITIZED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL_0a-738
By.4<e’, NARA, Dare £72-23

—SEERET/SENSITIVE
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)36
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY o
WASHINGTON 25, De. .

31 October 1968

'MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Rostow+” -
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Dean Rusk
Secretary of State

SUBJECT: 30 October meeting of GVN Advisory
Council on Peace and Negotiations

: - o : : 1.3(a)4)

1. Foreign Minister Tran Chanh Thanh assured members of the
Advisory Council on Peace and Negotiations on 30 October that U. S.
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker was not "pressuring' President Thieu
into accepting an unconditional cessation of the bombing of North
Vietnam. Thanh added that "certainly" there would be reciprocity
for any such bombing halt. Thanh spoke in reply to questions from
several members of the Council, who described themselves as
"disturbed" by reports that Bunker was pressuring Thieu into
accepting an unconditional bombing halt.

2. Thanh had convened the meeting on short notice to ask
Council members to exercise utmost discretion in their remarks
on the negotiations, and to insist that Council deliberations be
handled with utmost secrecy. "With or without a bombing halt, "
said Thanh, "this is the time for discretion." Thanh assured
Council members that as soon as there were any significant develop-
ments in the negotiations, he would convoke them at no matter what
hour of the day or night. Thanh then turned the meeting over to
Nguyen Trieu Dan, a senior official of the Foreign Ministry who
serves as Vietnamese liaison to the International Control Commission,

SANITIZED

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

NY . 2#007 = -
By 4@ — . NARA, Dare 2:2-5 ==

el




YT 1.3(a)(4)

who spoke from a prepared text of some 12 pages on what the GVN
saw as its own responsibilities in preparing for the negotiations,
and on what the Vietnamese delegation to the eventual peace talks
should be prepared for.

3. Vietnamese Confederation of Labor President Tran Quoc
Buu then suggested that the GVN should create a "National Committee
for Peace'" as the logical successor to the present Advisory Council,
such a committee to be composed of officially appointed representa-
tives of the Cabinet, ARVN, both Houses of the National As sembly,
religious groups, labor unions, and other mass organizations. The
proposal was well received by Advisory Council members. Thanh
said he also found the idea a good one, and stated that he would.
convey it to President Thieu.

4. Others present for the meeting included Senators Tran Van
Lam and Dang Van Sung, lawyers Tran Thanh Hiep and Vuong Van Bac,

Judge Nguyen Huy Dau, Tran Van Tuyen, and Professor Tran Van
Kein.

1.3(a}(4



Thursday, Oct. 31, 1968
“SECRET/NODIS 11:35 a. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith draft materials for a press backgrounder
which we have assembled from the briefing paper
prepared for the Presidential candidates and the
Congressional Leadership. Material too sensitive
even for a press backgrounder has been cleared out.

I am making this draft available to Sect. Rusk,
Sect. Clifford, and Gemeral Wheeler, while telling
them that it in no sense has the President's
clearance. [ told them that you would be in touch
to give your own direction.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET-attachment (SECRET/NODIS press backgrounder)

79 G/~
.  NADE Trane T-98
Ny {'L‘«;}@_ LN AL, Lrals ___._,Z
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- SEERET/NODIS Cctober 31, 1968 - RNG

PRESS BACKGROUNDER

At San Antonio a year ago, President Johnson said that we were prepared
to stop. the bombing of Nort‘_h Vietnam when we had reason to believe that
this would lead to prompt productive discussions under the ass.umpti_on that
the North Vietnamese would not take advantage of our restraint.

On March 31, the President ordered a cessation of bombing north of the
20th parallel.

When the talks began in May, Ambassador Harriman was instructed to
tell the North Vietnamese that the U. S. was prepa}ed to stop the bombing
over the rest of North Vietnam if the North Vietnamese would not take
advantage of us and would promptly enter into serious discussions.

For many weeks the North Vietnamese refused to discuss what they might
do after a bombing cessation. They insisted that any bombing halt must be
unconditional, and they refused to discuss any ''reciprocity' on their part..

In late June we put forward a specific complex proposal under which we
might have stopped the bombing in return for an explicit advance under-
standing on certain theoretical ""reciprocal'" or '""balanced'" subsequent
actions. These included respect for the DMZ, no attacks on major cities
and GVN presence which was necessary for serious talks.

The North Vietnamese consistently rejected both the framework and the

contents of this proposal.
DECLASSIFIED
Antd -.q«,y,_&g__ﬁ/- i

Bydylaag, NARA, Dase S22
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We are planning now the form and shape of a message to the troops
if an announcement is made. This message will be critically important
to establishing a positive atmosphere. It will be tied to the results of our
operations so far and the offensive described above. We will disseminate
it in a massive effort,

- We are completely confident that the morale, fighting spirit and momentum
can be sustained.

The basic rules of engagement should include the following:

a. Every commander will retain the inherent right and responsibility
to conduct operations for the self-defense of his forces,

b. In case of attack by fire or ground attacks by small units (up to a
battalion in size) across the demarcation line, the Commander, U, S,
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, should have the authority to conduct
a timely and adequate response against the attacking force, to include
destruction of enemy forces penetrating across the line, No US ground
forces would cross the line without specific orders from the highest authority.
It is envisaged that small ground probes would be counteracted by response
in kind, but of decisive superiority,

¢.: Enemy artillery fire would be responded to with heavy counter-
battery fire and air attack until enemy weapons are silenced. In case
surface-to-air missiles are fired at our aircraft, we would destroy his
surface-to-air missile installations and immediate supporting facilities.

d. In case of substantial or general attacks across the demarcation
line by ground (including artillery) or air action requiring response going
beyond local action, authorization of highest authority would be sought
immediately for such action, including resumption of the bombardment
of North Vietnam,
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DECLASSIFIED ACTION/INFORMATION
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Thursday, October 31, 1968 -- 11:30 a.m.

Mr, President: % ‘o)
- r
%” k

Herewith the state of the Phantom deal.

l. Sec. Rusk instructed Hart to ask Rabin to come in with a
draft agreement.

2. The Israelis are coming back this moraing with théir draft,

3. The Pentagon is determined, unless instructed to the contrary
by the President, to link the Phantom deal to hard nuclear assurances to
the U. S,

Sec. Rusk told me that what he has in mind is not forcing the
Israeli hand on the NPT by getting them to sign oa to the U, S, that they
will not produce or accept nuclear weapons,

The Pentagon will not even discuss technical details with the
Israelis until they get the nuclear assurances. Therefore, I suggest
that you:

-- Talk with Sec. Rusk and get his recommendation as to how
we proceed in the light of what Rabin bringsto Hart this morning; and

-=- After that conversation, talk with Clark Clifford and give
him an instruction as to how to proceed with the technical talks with
respect to timing and to prior conditions, if any.

Abe Fineberg called me about this, underlining the Pentagon
problem in broad terms.

W. W, R w ;
L. G b T a0 b o Mgg:;iL% : ZZ“/Q*"“"&’"Z
Al ot o IMM'”JM s sl s

WWRostow:rin 24



SECEIT/ Thurs., Oct. 31, 1968
MARIA THREE 11:20 a. m,
MR, PRESIDENT:
This is an interesting French message

from Hanoi on prospects for Hanoi-
Peking relations as we look ahead.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET/MARIA THREE attachment
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SggJ: EASTERN EUROPZALS SPECULATE oON CHINA®S ATTITUDE TOWARD

e e .

DATED OCT 233
2. BEGIN rahaSLArxoaz

le SOURCE GAVE POL COUNSELOR FOLLOWILS MESSAGE FRO:H HAUOI

SOCIALIST DIPLOMATS I HANOI FOLLOY CLOSELY RELATIONS BETUEEN
HAUOI AND PEKING. THEY-SELISVE THAT CHINA MIGHT SRING LEY
ESSURE TO BEAR O THE DRV IY ORDER TO CAUSE THZ SREAIDOU
TEE AGREENENT O THE CZSSATION OF BOX31NGS UHICH UIULD CPER
IHZ DOOR 70 SUSSTANTIVE NEGOTIATIONS. THESE EASTERU LUROCPEA#N CIR-
 CLES BELIEVE THAT AS THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE SECONT 03T REAL,
CiINA VILL BE IN A BITTER POSITION TO EXERCIST INFLUZNCE O Karol

AND" THE VIETRANESE WOULD HAVE PROGRESSIVELY WORE DIFFICULTY

PRESCRVILG THEIR FREEDOM OF ACTION ALD PERHAPS EVEN THEIR I&
DEPENDEICE,

A POLISH DIPLGUAT RECENTLY TALKED TO OLZ OF HY STAFF [1E5:3EQS
ALONG THIS LI.Z, THE CHINESZ, TME POLISH DIPLGIAT SAID , UANT

THE COMFLICT TO CONTINUZ. THEY THEREFORE DICLARE THAT A SOLUTION
Cail -0uLY BE ACAIZVID THROUGH BILITARY VICTORY AED REJZCT AS
ABSURD R1NY CONPRONISE RESULTIG FROM ESGOTIATIONS. KORT THAN EVER
TUT CHINCSE ART FAVORASLE 70 PURSUING THE STRUGSLE “USTIL Tit
LAST VITTUANISZ®, FURTHERHORE, UNEN HAYOI MAD ACIEED TO OFFICIAL
COLVERSATIONS I¥ PARIS, EVEN THZN THE CHINZIST TRISD=-YITHOUT .
SUCCESS-TO SCUTTLE THIM. ..

SINCE HAY 13, CAINZISE STATENIHTS PIRNA®S CONTRISUTED TO THE:
STALEEATE.I8 THE TALKS BUT TiTY DID #iCT BRING ABOUT THZIR
SALDOUN, EVERYTHING MAKES ONE SZLIEVE THAT THE REALISH OF THE
IZTUANESE LEADZRS WILL PERHIT THZN TO G3TAIN VERY S00H FROM THD
AMIRICANS THE TOTAL CISSATION OF BOM3INGS KORTH-OF THE 17TH
ARRALLEL, IT 15 MOT POSSIBLE FCR THE LOWZHT TO KNOY WHAT HANOT
VILL OFFER IN EXCHANGE BUT NEVZRTHELESS IT SSENS THAT THIS LTy
 STEP UILL BE TAXEN SOOR, -

; e ¥
Cad I L]
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" THIS LATTER oPInzon (Pf QUIRIELLE YRITES) SHOULD BE MODERATED

", PAGE 2 PARTS 23207 Oct 31, 1968

- ITS FRESSURE, QUESTION IS THEREFORE WHAT CAN PEXING DO, THE
. REDUCTION OF ITS ECONGHMIC aiD WILITARY ASSISTANCE OR PREVENT-
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INFORMATION

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Thursday, October 31, 1968 -- 11:20 a. m.
Mr. President:

o
General Wheeler conveyed the following to Gen. Ginsburgh on the
telephone, after the JCS meeting.
The JCS have just met for about an hour.
They feel that military risks are perfectly acceptable.
Their maia concern is the continued viability of the GVN --
which they realize is also a White House concern,

They feel that, hevertheless, we must proceed on the
basis of our agreement with the DRV,

Nevertheless, they will support the President, regardless.
(They do need the 12 hours.)

W. W. Rostow

™nrTAC
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SEGRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS



INFORMATION

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Thursday, October 31, 1968
11:15 a. m.

Mr. President:
Herewith an interim report of what
has been going on in Saigon. The wrangle

continues unresolved but Bunker is still
in there fighting, armed by your letters.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

TG GAET

WWRostow:rln
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mzNonxs[mRVANgnouLLE PLUS gt

October 31, 1968 = 10300 a.m.

he Secure Phone

1. The SVN National Security Council convened at 4:00 p.m.
Saigon time (3:00 a.m. EST). : -

2. At 8:20 pa. (7:20 am. EST) presumably after the NSC
had recessed, Ambassador Bunker was|asked to go to the Palace
to see Foreign Minister Thanh.

3, Subsequently at about 10:15 Saigon time (9:15 EST)
Bunker requested and obtained a meeting with President Thieu which
is now going on.

4. Bunker called from the meeting to request delivery to him
of President Johnson's letter to Thieu, which was sent over
immediately. : : :

5. At the meeting with Thieu which is now going on
Ambassador Bunker was also advised by our Embassy of President
Thieu's remarks at the ceremony for [Unknown Soldiers, which
occurred at a village ten miles outjof Saigon at about mid-day
after Bunker's last meeting with Thieu in Ehe moraing. The
Embassy officer did not know Bunkey's viel of Thieu's remarks
at the ceremony (see AP 187). :

(] A\
6. The Embassy does not have confirmation of the radio
reports that Lam is returning to Sa%gon from Paris.
i :

7. The Embassy officer confiréed that Saigon had received
8 rocket or mortar rounds in the ladt hour or two of which three
were duds. Theré were two or three jcasualties, all Vietnamese.
8. There are also reports which the Embassy has received of

a  limited amount of arms fire in Saigon at the present but none
of the reports have been confirmed as an actual combat situation.

~ Benjamin H. Read

—SECRET/NODIS /HARVAN/DOQUBLE PLUS
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Thurs., , Oct. 31, 1963
11:00 a, m,

MR, PRESIDENT:
Herewith the paragraph Sect. Rusk

suggests in response to your telephone
call to him,

W. W. Rostow

Attachment

ey, é K

o






INFORMATION

TTTOP SBEGRETI-—-SENSITIVE
Thursday, October 31, 1968
9:55 a.m.
Mr. President:

These intercepts (Tab A) are
fascinating.

They suggest a definite decision by
Hanol to move from war to politics in

South Vietnam -- '"'suggest'' not prove.

At Tab B items on decaying enemy
morale.

W. W, Rostow

—IORSECREF-—-SENSITIVE

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5
NLIJRAC pa -
- AT/"‘//E
oY _dga | NARA, Date_.}_—_—'l_t__-b%

WWRostow:rln
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Recent messages from NVA units in South Vietnam and
Laos may indicate a general political "re-orientation/
re-education" program is being undertaken. SIGINT of
24 October indicated that 8,000 troops were concentrated
in the Tchepone region of Laos for political study, On
28 October, a. litary Intelligence Bureau COSVN forwar{
elementﬁdiscussed political training in a message
to the probable 4th Company. VC 47th COMINT Battalion,
An NVA Rear Services element stated on 29 October that

the re-education of their ersonnel must be acco
by 5 November

3.3
(b)
LJJDJ)

T292-68, 2806382 ) ~(SECRET—SAVE )~

SANITIZED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5
NLJ/RAL oQ-/5 <
By g ' NARA, Date 2-/8-2
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Low Morale Prevalent Among Communist Troops

18. Serious morale problems among Communist units
are reflected in several documents captured recently.
in III Corps.

19. Allied pacification and psychological
warfare activities following clear-and-hold opera
tions caused considerable difficulties to a Com-
munist local force unit operating east of Saigon,
according to two captured reports dated 29 Sep-
tember and 1 October. The one document states that
despite "intensive indoctrination" on Communist suc-
cesses, shortages of funds and provisions together
with "fierce" allied attacks adversely affected the
morale of the cadre and troops.

20. The reports also claim that some of the
troops doubted the effectiveness of the "general of-
fensive" tactics and became discouraged at the prospect
of a protracted war. Some troops hoped that the Paris
talks would bring peace, and "dissension divided the
cadre ranks." Troops also deserted or abandoned their
duties, according to the document.

21. A sapper battalion operating near Saigon
was criticized for "poor results" during attacks in
August and September according to another captured
report. These results were contrasted with the rel-
atively greater successes achieved during the Tet
and May fighting and attributed to the "unstable
morale" of the majority of personnel in the unit.

22. The concern with which the Communists view
low morale among their forces is suggested by cap-
tured documents outlining measures to correct the
problem. One Viet Cong unit issued a plan for a propa-
ganda campaign to be conducted between October 1968
and March 1969. The purpose of the campaign, the docu-
ment states, is to promote "steadfast determination
to fight and win" among Communist forces and to "in-
tensify hatred and resentment toward the enemy" among
the local population. ' ‘

23. A document concerning indoctrination to pre-
vent desertion in the Dong Ngai Regiment reflects the
Communist effort. The regiment, which suffered heavy
casualties during the May fighting in the Saigon area,
may have had particularly severe morale problems in
subseguent months.

SANITIZED

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL]JRAC oa-lle 30 Qctober 1968

BYA: NARA; Damé':'bB 1_6

3.4(8)(1)
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INFORMATION

“FOP-SECRET--SENSITIVE ()A}/‘/ */b/

Thursday, October 31, 1968
9:33 a.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Ky with a very hard
and dangerous line to the South Koreans,
as of 26 October.

He may have since been sobered,

W, W. Rostow

~FOP-SECRET--SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED P
E.O. }.B%‘l g‘ec‘ 3"
M-S #
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INFORMA TION

FOP-SECRET--SENSITIVE

Thursday, October 31, 1968
9:30 a. m.

Mr, President:

You will wish to stare hard at
the marked passage in this

North 3,90, 3)
Vietnamese military traffic.

W. W. Rostow

—+CR-SEERET=--SENSITIVE

SANITIZED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 35
NLIRAC 02114 gud V43 T4- 414
By 4¢& " NARA, Date 3-¢$-p,/
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3.31'””‘3)
S P F ' - FOR 3.3
FOR {_ ———J tl)(’a 3)

cc'rms IS SEUSITIVE COUINT WATERIAL WHICK ‘SHOULD BE HANDLED OF
Xil0Y BASID). | o

REF HNO:

VC ACTIVITY IN QUANG HGAI/PROPAGANDA REGARDING
ION OF HOSTILITIES.

le IN THE EAS"‘ER‘! REGION O 16 dAT THE COUWMUNISTS
HAVE HOVED SOHE WZAPONS, FOODSTU?FS AND DOCUIENTS TO HIDE THEd
IN THE HOUNTAIN AREA IN THE WESTERH RETGION OF SON TIHNH,

.2¢ ALSO IW THE EASTERN REGION OF SON TINH THE CGMUHISTS
FORCED A NUWBER OF YOUNG UEN .AND VOGHEN BETYZEN 15 AND 25 YRS

OF AGE TO PREPARE FOUR RICZ KILNS (COVZINS)) EACH TO BE SZNT = -
UP TO PROVINCE TO BE ASSENBLED AND SENT MORTH (CNORTH VIETNAD).
S¢ IN THE WESTER® REGION OF SON THINH THE COMUUMISTS HAVE
CRGANIZED THE BUILDING OF A NUHBER OF BAKZRIES AT THE CROS5R0aDS"
OF TRACKS, ACCORDIHG TO TEM CCMNUNISTS THESE ARZ TO BE- USED

TO BURN AMERICAN PROPAGANDA-LEAFLETS ON-THZ DAY OF CESSATION

OF HOSTILITIES AlID A NUGHBER OF THEM TO COOX FOOD TO GIVE TO
MILITARY FORCES MOVING ALOMG THE ROADS WHEN HOSTILITIES CEASE.
4. IN SON Nat/SON TINK QUANG NGAI THE COMHMUNISTS-ARE SPREADING
PROPAGANDA SAYING THAT IN TEZ NZAR™FUTURE THERE WILL BZ~A-
CESSATICY -OF HOSTILITIES AND "ANYONEZ VYHO RETURHS TO THEH BZFORE
THIS HAPPENS YWILL .BE .TREATZD-YITH CLEHZINCY BY THZ LIBZRATION
FORCZS, "AFTER, THZ.U, S .-FAESIDENTIAL -ELECTION ON 7TH MNOVENBER
IHOQL“I VIZTHAMESI. DIVISION(S) WILL WITHDRAY THEZIR FORCES

IHROUSH CAH3D - BACK. TO NORTH VIETNAM.

L-" . , 23
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i INFORMATION

: FOP-SEGRET=-SENSITIVE

Thursday, October 31, 1968
9:25 a.m.

Mr., President:

The marked paasagem
q.ndicam that Bui Diem now
knows that the eyes of Texas are upon

him,

W. W, Rostow

“FSP-SEGRET--SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln

SANITIZED

NCJRAC pactil ant W1 74 -9

By_sea . NARA, Date_3- 25-04
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Thursday, October 31, 1968

MR, PRESIDENT:

Attached is a suggested birthday
message to Prime Minister Giovanni
Leone of Italy who will be sixty on
November 3,

You regularly exchanged birthday
messages with his predecessor.

W. W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

———

Call me



Suggested Message

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Mrs. Johnson and I join all Americans in sending
you greetings and best wishes on your sixtieth birthday.
May the future bring happiness and good health to you
and continued well-being to the people of Italy.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Giovanni Leone
President of the Council of Ministers

Palazzo Chigi

2 J\/k Rome, Italy
(&

ERF:mm



MEMORANDUM . S

THE. WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 31, 1968

o

Mr. President:

NMCC has just informed the Situation Room
that an oceanographic vesse! working off the Azores has just
found the sub Scorpion in some 12, 000 feet of water.

This is verified by photos The Navy plans to make an
announcement on this shortly

W. W. Rostow



INFORMATION
SECRET/NODIS
Wednesday, October 30, 1968
7:25 p.m.
Mr, President:

Herewith the latest version of the
briefing paper for the leadership and
candidates.

As you will see (pages 6-9) we

have alternatives depending on how the
next 12 hours' business turns out,

Ww. W'. Rostow

-SEERET/NODIS
DECLASEINED
White Houes &0 L0 b, 24, 1983
By L, | Dl Tz 23

WWRostow:rln
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SECREF/NODIS Octoberso 1968

BRIEFING PAPER

On the basis of recent developmem.:s in the Paris talks, I have just
issued orders to stop the bombing of North Vietnam.

I want to give you an account of the circumstances that led up
to this decision. I cannot emphasize strongly enough that what I am
about to say to you must be treated in the strictest confidence.

On June 5, I received a letter from Chairman Kosygin telling
me that he and his colleagues had grounds to believe that a cessation
of the bombing of North Vietnam could contribute to a breakthrough
in the situation and produce prospects for a peaceful settlement.

After a further series of exchanges, I communicated the following
to the Soviet leaders on September 15: "Setting all political arguments
aside, the simple fact is that the President could not maintain a
cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam unless it were very promptly
evident to him, to the American people, and to our allie s, that such
an actio.n was, indeed, a step toward pea.(‘:e. A cessation of bombing
which would be followed by

-- abuses of the DMZ,

-- Viet Cong and North Vietnamese attacks on cities or such .

populated areas as provincial capitals.

DECLASSTFIED
Authority 724 g 9/- 485

By%. NARA, Dae S35°4.7
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That fear is not unfounded.

We all know that the NLF is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hanoi --
the southern branch of the Communist Party of North Vietnam,

We have always said that their views could be heard, but this in
no way implies recognition or that we regard the NLF as a separate
elntity.

It is my objective judgment -- and that of our military and civil
representatives in Saigon -~ that the South Vietnamese have nothing to
fear and everything to gain in these negotiations,

They have a Constituticnal government recognized by a host of other
governments,

They have a million men under arms, gaining ground, gaining
confidence every day, with modern equipment flowing into their hands.

They have survived the worst the enemy could mount against them this
year and are stronger than they were at Tet,

They have five allies fighting at their side.

There is a separate ques-tion involved: How can the people of South
Vietnam -- including those now fighting for the Viet Cong -- be brought
into the society of South Vietnam ?

As I said in Canberra, this is a problem which the South Vietnamese have
to solve, President Thieu pointed the way at Honolulu when he said that
all those who give up their arms and agree to abide by the Constitution

shall have the right to vote and the right to run for office.









INFORMATION

SEGRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Wednesday, October 30, 1968
6:55 p. m,

Mr. Presiddnt:
Herewith Sec. Rusk's instructions

to Vance for his talk with the DRV in
Paris.

W. W, Rostow

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

rf:ﬂl_aﬁ"'tf':fj
White Houss 05 i*=h. 24, 1203
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- to stop all air, nava

SECRET/NODIS /HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS

§ecreta£g_nusk called Ambassadoi Vance on the secure phone

~ at 5:00 p.m. EST Octobexr 30

1. Vance was asked to meet with the DRV representatives'at
once to convey the following message. .

"2, The U.S. is going to proceeﬂ to issue orders early in the

evening of October 31, namely 7 or 8:00 p.m, Washington time
1 and artillery bombardment and all
other acts invoiving the use of force against the territory
of the DRV. The orders will be fully effective 12 hours later,

" The action will be announced at approximately the time the
- orders are 1ssued. : i o

3. Vancé should emphasize to the DRV the importance of

_gecrecy on their part, If ther? are leaks from Hanoili no one

can tell what would happen. i

4. A mééting of the type agreeh upon'will not be held before =
November 6, We expect to be able to inform the DRV shortly
about the time of such meeting.| ' :

5. We expect all understandings previously reached to continue
to apply. ; | 5 .
; i . :

6. We are proceeding on the basils of no secret minute.

(Vance called back to say that he would %et Thuy to confirm
this point at the start of his conversation since we have it
only from Lau at this stage who, claimed it was Thuy's view).

7. 1f what you tell Thuy causes Hanoi any difficulty, the
DRV must tell us immediately. - _

& 3 1,
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“eeRBE/SENSITIVE  Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1968 2
6:50 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:
Herewith the latest on the lady.

Also, following is Brom Sinith's comment on
the instruction you directed me to convey:

"The instruction has been given to De Loach.

"There are real difficulties. She lives at
Water Gate -- a huge apartment. She is
constantly seeing Republicans -- the risk of
discovery is high. "

W. W. Rostow

£.0. 12356, Sec.3-

rﬁij__i&frp—g""' zzl-.)lv- ?sﬂ-

NARA, Date ——
By _'u.aa-——- >
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PRIORITY

- TO: WAITZ HOUST SITUATIO =00Y €13

: ATTINTIONS MR, 3ROMLTY SMITH TP
FRO?: DIRECTOR, F3I SSR0ET 30 22 4B

(F=2=C™%===T -- 0 FORZIZN DISSIMINATION) IM3ASSY OF VIETwaM,
INTERMAL STCURITY - VITTYAM, :

FOLLOVING CO“FIINS I“FOMATION TELEPHONICALLY FURNISHED
TO ¥R, BROMLEZY SMITH OCTO3ER THIRTY INSTANT.

A SOURCE WHD 4AS FIRNISYED RILIABLT IMFORMAT ION IN THE
PAST ADVISID THAT ¥35, AMNA CHINNA'ULT, WIDOW OF GINTRAL
CLAI®T CHEMNAULT, 4°3IVED AT THET VIZTHAMTSS IM3ASSY AT Lo
THREE TY0 SIX P,",, OCTO2ER THISTY INSTANT. FO? YOUR ADDITIONAL
INFO”MATION, M33, CHSNNAULT DIPATZID THE VIZTNAMEISZ EM3ASSY AT
FOUR ZZRO FOUR P.Y. TODAY.
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i SECRET-NBFEH-

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. c;gm 3.5
NL -5
By T NARA Dae 2[7/17



INFORMATION

Wednesday, October 30, 1968
6:30 p.m.

Mr, President:

Herewith my secret weapon: the
""global time conversion simplifier. "

Every diplomatist should have
one.

W, W, Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

SEGRET—~SENSITIVE : ? -
Wednesday, October 30, 1968 | /D"

5:30 p. m.
Mr. President:

This conversation between the

land various £0 12958 3.4(h)(11>25Vrs
Moscow officials, on our business, may IE::]]‘”“ 3.4(b)I6)>25Yrs

interest you,

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET--SENSITIVE

SANITIZED
EO. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NLj O2-13§%
By 4eo, NARA, Date £42-2 3
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ApprovedFor Release 2000/08/16 : NLJ-048-041-3-3-3 e

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

30 October 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Rostowr”
Special Assistant to the President

The Honorable Dean Rusk
Secretary of State

SUBJECT: Message from Indian Minister of Defence
in Moscow to Indian Prime Minister

25X1X

25X1X

2. Minister Singh said that during his conversation with
Chairman Kosygin on the evening of 25 October the question of North
Vietnam came up. Kosygin had said: '"So far there has been no
solution of Vietnam question. We are doing our best and are exerting
pressure for an early solution. There seems to be some shift these
days in United States Government policy. Unfortunately the United
States Government is hesitant to take decisions which are essential
to the solution of this problem. We are however busy with this
question and are exerting strong pressure."

3. Minister Singh said that he met Gromyko the morning of
30 October. They had a long talk on Indian/Soviet bilateral relations

SANITIZED g

Authori:‘;’uf_.l__ OAv2
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AR e 1
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—SECRET- Wednesday, October 30, 1968
o !:/’/7
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT )
7l LA
SUBJECT: Exercise FOCUS RETINA _ 7]

This is further to my memorandum of October 28 (attached)
concerning the recommendation to postpone FOCUS RETINA without
public announcement.

Although the leak concerning the exercise published here was re-
peated in Seoul, it has apparently caused no appreciable stir. Neither
the Embassy nor Bonesteel's office has received any questions con-
cerning these press reports.

1 have checked the concerned officials in State and Defense, and
they agree that their previous recommendation stands.

Recommendation:

That you authorize postponement of FOCUS RETINA without a

public announcement.
W. W. Rostow
Attachment
Approve
Disapprove
Call me DECLASSIFIFTD
N 2%-208

AJenkins:mm DY - 4'32
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SEGRET Monday, October 28, 1968

ME DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 1155:}5'5@. 3.4
- _a
: ' T
MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT f ND 3t e
3y = Datt e

SUBJECT: Exercise FOCUS RETINA

The attached memorandum from the Under Secretary of State
(Tab A) recommends that you direct the postponement of FOCUS
RETINA until such time as it would be convenient for the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to reschedule it.

This recommendation is made out of consideration for the Pan-
munjom negotiations on the PUEBLO. As you know, recent developments
in those negotiations have been neither clearly encouraging nor dis-
couraging, and it does not seem likely that the situation will have changed
appreciably by mid-November. The exercise does not seem worth placing
the negotiations in jeopardy.

Postponement could cause the Korean government to feel that we
are placing our interests in the PUEBLO crew above our concern for
their security, The Under Secretary's memorandum points out that this
could be mitigated by announcing the exercise could be held next spring.

After receiving his memo at the White House, however, a telegram
from Ambassador Porter (Tab B) arrived. It points out that discussions
of FOCUS RETINA have been in low key, and there has been no public
announcement of it, He recommends routine notification of postponement
to the Republic of Korea, without any public announcement. This proce~-
dure seems preferable to me and we have telephonic confirmation that
State and Defense agree with Porter's recommended handling.

Seoul advises that decision on FOCUS RETINA is needed there not
later than 31 October, Washington time, in order to stop preparations
now in progress.

Recommendation:

That you direct the postponement of FOCUS RETINA without public
announcement,

, 7 ’ . /] ; —- e D b & 2
9 4 V/)L,, Zle o) AP Mo cotrntr i e s TRt

I. e o (t:-Z-—(-— L) W. W. Rostow

Approve Disapprove Call me

—~<SEERET- AJenkins:mm




AMNE VSIS A ANV IN

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1968
2:55 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith the Lau/Vance meeting in which:

== the minute is dropped;

-~ they take pretty calmly the passage of
our tentative date for a bombing cessation;

~= and they await definitive word from us.
Also attached, Vance and Harriman request
authorization to tell Thuy by 5 p.m. this afterncon

that we will have a definite answer for them by
11 p. m. tomight our time.

W. W. Rostow

SEGRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS attachments

DECLASSIFIED

By -4:;/—5%’ B R
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'&ocroasn 30 AT nnv'LOCAILQﬂEIN VITRY,

fo MABIB AND I MET WITH.LAU -AND VY FOR TWENTY. MINUTES AFTERNOON
" NEGOPONTE WAS~ALSO PRESENT

'ON OUR SIDE. -
|

{2, T SAID TO LAU: QUOTE
‘THE MATTER EXTENSI

TE AS' 1 SAID YESTERDAY WE ARE WORKING ON
VELY. "VE; HOPE IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO WORK

. KTHINGS OUT IN A MANNER SATISFACTORY TO BOTH OF US, WE NEED A

(LITTLE MORE TIME, HOWEVER,:
AS SOON "AS POSSIBLE.. UNQUOT

AND WILL BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH YOU

"ITSELF HAD PASSED. I °SAID THAT
;. TRE BOMBING WOULD BE STOPPED. 1

. TE, LAU: SAID' THAT HE AND THUY w0
yBE AVAILABLE. FROM 7 PoMs PARIS TIME ON TO MEET WITH US.

: : A :
;3 VY COMMENTED THAT THE TIME FOR' BOM3ING CESSATION PROPOS
-+ THE DRV HAD ALREADY PASSED AND THE TIME PROPOSED BY THE us -

uLd

ED BY
I HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS THAT L
REPEATED THAT WE NEEDED A LITTLE

& s Sk atlire o Ve adn Sttt

" _}:A SOLUTION SATISFACTORY. T0 BOTH SIDES.

LN §5.'LQU SAID jHATiYESTEﬁbhﬁjﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂd EXPRESSED SOﬁE;UIEWS T0 ME

'MORE TIME AND SAID THAT WE- HOPED IT WOULD BE .POSSIBLE TO REAQH

5

:4, LAU SAID HE TOOK NOTE OF WHAT'I MAD SAID AND WOULD ‘REPORT
'TO_HIS MINISTER, HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION.TO COMMENT. HE SAID

THEZ DRV SIDE MUST.AWAIT OUR ‘FINAL COMMUNICATION BEFORE COMMENTING.,

> AND LIKEWISE TODAY THUY HAD TALKED TO HARRIMAN,

; LAU SAID' THAT WHE-
THERE OR_NOT -OUR AGREEMENT: IS RECORDED IN THE.MI

‘ NUTE IS NOT A VERY
INEORTANT, .THE RROBLEN,IS,T0. COME TO. AGREEWENT,LLAU.SAID THAT. . . . .
.i; gt s ‘ . "'.?:.. . . | o “ . . /
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~ _SEGRET/NODIS /HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS

: ' ‘Detober 30, 1968

Cy Vance valled at 2:00 p.m.

es mem e sapme w40 mmeat 8

t ) . : . . i
Vance and Harriman requéest authorization to tell
Thuy prior to 2300 Paris time!(5:00 p.m, EST) today, ox
_earlier if possible, that we will have a definite answer
for. them by 0500 Paris time tomorrow (11:00 p.m..EST
tonight). :

i
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INFORMATION

FOR-SEGRET=-SENSITIVE

Wednesday, October 30, 1968
10:00 a. m.

Mr. President:

show that Sout e ese missions in

Manila and Paris are bidding for Korean
support vis a vis the U, S,

W. W. Rostow

“FTORSECHET™ -SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln

SANITIZED

E.O. 13292, Sec. 35

NLIJRAC 02-)19 apd ¥4 99-¥¥
By 4g¢  NARA Date 3-235-0%
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ﬂ# ggyu le*NAm (iVX) COMFEREECE O 23 ocro=sﬁ. DELEraIE HARPIFHL

:JLSATD Ay THE MEZTING T}MT, "T KERE HAS \ NO; PRGGRE’S ﬁl TPE

'zywn CONFERTHCZ. 1M SPITE OF THE FACT THAT Tk: SVH GOVERIHELT
ya& anEan AGREZD TO THE U.S. PROPOSAL AND PARTICULAPLY THE

" TWD SIDES FURHULA,” TYE /SVA/ DELEGATE IN. PARIS 1s. ARuLIhC |
 niaGAEH5€ 1T, IT 1S DIFFICULT FOR OE 10 unnznsrnvn. = HESPO z w'
EngD_/DELEh&TL KARRIMAY"S/ REQUEST FCR LOCAL sva coup'nnr101,_ 5

AMBASSADDR.F i REPORIZDLY cAID, “hAL;I%G THE BOWBIH“ OF hUﬂr

1” é n quzsr1oq T0 € = DECIDED BY TFE U.s. ALOkE.. EVEF AF TH"]

uls. m-:&e 1@ ACT AS IT. PLEASES, 'ru_ SV sovzpvrshr cmfuor SICP

*'@11.. Huwevea, THE SVN GOVERNMENT PDSITIDH on ruz ausarzon or £
f?f?anrlcxparzan IN THE WEXT CONFEREWCE Rzmnzus UNCHAKGED, AMD

*ifrus SVN GOVERMHENT IS CELIGED TO CLARIFY ITS POSITION. '-

__'__  THEN, DILECATES HARRINAY ARD anﬁ WENT OB TO DISCUSS TIE TWD . -
-fﬁ;s[nzs FORMULA IN DETAIL, BUT THE U.S. SIDE GRV: THE INPRESSION
'7G¥Iwnt 1T 18 DELIZERATELY CONCEALING THE. Ln’nL AND POLITICAL

?ﬁfconPLExzrv OF TEE QUESTION ABOUT wnxcv A SECRET UNDERSTAND 18G

. WaS REACMED WITH-NVN AT PRESENT. FOLLOWING 'ARE THE POINTS ALOUT
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| PAGE 3 SCTOHYO 413 U F S E TR ETTRING ISHTAR NOFOR
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WHICH SYN 13 YAKING A PARTICULAR ISSUE:. |

' : I

AL STATING PROSLEM
‘acrﬂ“nxve TO DELEGATE HARRINAY, TKE U'S. AHD 5VK

. DLEGATICHS WILL SIT AT ONE SIDE, AND THE uun A HLF DELEGATEZS
_I:AT THE GPPOSITE SIDE. 1IN THAT CASE, THE FGUP DELEGATIONS YILL
~NOT BE INDEPEIDENT FROM EACK OTHER AS SVN AHD TEE U,S. WILL
 tREFEEsENT ONZ SIDE, AND HVM AND NLF THE OTHER SIDE. 1T IS KOT
‘:CLEAR. IN GTHER ¥ORDS, WHETHER THE SN DELEGATIOH VILL BE A |
7:;asasanrzau IEDEPENDERT FRON GR DEPENDEKT OR IHE u.S. DELEGATIOH. . ‘_;ff o
! B.. XATIGNAL FLAG AMND DELEGATION IDEHTIFICATIOH AP ROEERE, L
,-,}' * THE U.S. AND NUN UNDERSTAMD THAT THERP VILL BE "”fﬂf' ' j | %'é}l
7_fAsdeur£Lv 19 DISPLAY OF WATIONAL FLQBb OR HANEFLAT S OF THE ¥
 -fDELEG4rIDNS SV IS OBLISED TO CONSIDER 1HE VARIGUS ATTEKDIuc

:HLEGAL AND PGLITICAL ISSUES, SINCE PnnTIcIPArxou IN THE coarsns'cz .
'{fyrt»our TEE PRESENCE OF MATIONAL FLAGS AND PnarxcULanLv, THE
;;SEnTINc TOGETHER WiTK THE HLF DELEGATES UILL'GIUE THE IPF?ESSIO?
'-iTo THE WORLD IN THE END Tunf“;]"sba souzannzur AMD THE MLF ARE
'onuaL. | _
: C. MEMBERSKIP OF THE DELEGATIONS |

FIFTEEN OR LESS HENBERS WILL REPRESEKT A DELEGATIOD
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51'}-.:1253535 FOR OME SIDE. ]

_ 'D. 1IN ADDITION, THERE ARZ STILL OTHER:MINOR PROSL

'-.'-"_;'-I','"sucu AS.THE ARRIVING ORDEX AT THE CGM‘EPFMC.. SITE OF THE DELE-

-_:{I's»rmns AND THEIR"SPEAKISG ORDER. FOR SVN,' IT CANHOT SHARE Al
*IDENTIGAL FOSITION WITH THE aun.mu-.a WL ny. PASTICIPATING 1
THS CONFERZNCE. THERE HAS BEEN A KUMBER OF SUCH mEIGUOUS

'. ;,_-_."_-:,ArZEAS [N TSE U.S. ATTITUDE SO FAR. rwaEFow.., SVN CANEOT AGREE

: _-"?;?-ro PART ICIPATE IN THE cthEPEac:. BLIYDLY UNDER sucu r.m.-.muous

'swusrrow i g g, R :
i ' 3.3 (4) 3
_:;_.z “as vou KAvE KOTED N AEOVE REPC'n.T{ ; (1,38)
£ ) THE U.S. SIDE ‘IS EVIDENTLY mwa 10 TALK S 7 U TN
_;»,-Govennnemr INTC LEITING 17 DELECATE“ PARTICIPAT: O} FbTUf‘E
PLENARY CSXFERENCE. AS AN EX POST FACTO rszswns TH‘-‘ u.S.

"'_'_f,_-sw&' 1S ASYING THE SVK suvzaum:m 'ro coxcup WITK m-: AFORE= |
;--?I:..f::_.'HENTIONED SEATING, NOH- DIS"LAYI‘!G or nnnonm. n.nes 'AND OTHER AL
"'-"fQ.'f'mennF[cAnon AED n.-.mnzaunlp RRRAHGEMEHT:: ABOUT, WHICH IT kas’ B
“ALREADY REACHED A SECKET unosxsnnnma wnh THE MVN sm :
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INFORMATION

Wednesday, October 30, 1968
9:30 a,. m,

Mr. President:

You should know that Thieu plans
to talk at 7:00 p. m, tonight our time.
It is absolutely essential that Bunker

let us know precisely what he intends
to say.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln
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FBIS 30 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
POSTPONEMENT OF THIEU SPEECH

PARIS AFP IN FRENCH 1237 GNT 30 OCT 68 C

(TEXT) SAIGON--THE RADIC AND TELEVISION SPEECH WHICH PRESIDEN
THITY WAS SCHEDULED TO DELIVER TODAY ON THE POSITION OF HIS
GOVERNMENT WITH REGARD TO A BOMBING PAUSE' HAS BZEN PGSTPORED FOR-
24 HOURS, IT HAS BEEN LEARNED IN SAIGON.

THE PRESIDENT WILL ADDRESS THE NATION TOMORROW, THURSDAY,

AT 200C LOCAL TIME, THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TELEVISION HEADQUARTERS
ANNOUNCED. N

30 OCT 1400Z MLK/BG\ e \
7 prler
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