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~26p-SECRET /SENSITIVE 5:30 p. m.
LITERALLY EYES ONLY DBCLASSIFIED
N s oA Aoty a7
MR, PRESIDENT: hm- MNARA, Date 2527 7

Herewith an initial comment on Dobrynin's position at the lunch he initiated.
1/ Moscow s clearly ready to go -- and eager -- if you can work it out,

2. Their reasons are quite similar to our own: to create a good backdrop
for the NPT in January; to keep the momentum of the work on missiles going imto
the next Administration; and, therefore, to avoid a long delay in both the NPT
and the missile affairs.

3. Reading over the proposed joint communique statement on the missile talks,
I bave two reflections:

-- first, they need some staffing out by Sect. Rusk and a few others;

-- basically, they represent ths kind of public commitment that might emerge;
although the heart of the matter will lie not im the public statement of principles,
but rather im the simple fact that initial positions have been exchanged between the
two goveraments and that further rational negotiation can proceed sarly in the
mext Administration.

4. The heart of the natter, then, is ot so much la the refinement of the
principles, but im persuading Nixon that this is the right course for him, for the
President, and for the nation.

5. With respect to a rationale for Nixon, these are kay points:

-- we have besn working on this since Jamuary 1964, and working intensively
gince tha Glassboro sessions;

== wa start with a position which is fully acceptable to the JCS and all
civillan authorities in the government;

-= amy modifications and negotiations from that position will lie in the hands
of the naxt Administration;

== 3 coming to grips with thie matter at an early date would make it easier
to get the NPT through the Senate in January;

== gqually important, if Nixon encourages the President to go forward with
thie, it will virtually guarantee Soviet restraint on Berlin and Eastern Europe
in the first phase of his Administration because once the talks are started, the
Soviet Union will have & major interest in not creating circumstances which would
requirs that they ba broken off. We have baen clear with them about both Berlin
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Thursday, November 14, 1968

5:10 p. m.

Mr., Preesident:

You may wish to read this
Thompsen- Dobrynin memorandum of

conversation which has had very little

distribution.

WWERostow:rln

W. W. Rostow
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i DEPARTMENT OF STATE 14843

‘Apprnved in 8/8:
11/13/68 Iermorandum of Conversation &

| DATE: November 12, 1968
SUBJZCT: Luncheon Meeting between

Ambassadors Thompson and Dobrynin
Part 2 of 3

PARTICIPANTS: 1]ewellyn E. Thompson,
American Ambassador, Moscow
Anatoliy F. Dobrynin,
Soviet Ambassador, US

COPIES TO:

Egn::

r -1
" Ambassador Dobrynin asked for my personal advice

on what he or his Embassy should do with respect to the
President-Elect. He understood that Mr. Nixon would probably
remain in New York until the inauguration and that it was

* unlikely that he would have an occasion to see him., He wondered
whether he should try to get in touch with any of the people
around Mr, Nixon. He thought the matter was somewhat delicate

"as he did not wish in any way to appear to be pushing or to

forget the fact that President Jolmson would be in office until
January 20,

I suggested that he would probably pe well advised
to take no initiative in the matter, but to be available if
any of Mr., Nixon's advisers should approach him,

I asked what his views were on a possible summit
m&eting between Mr. Nixon and the Soviet leaders.

_ _
. — SECRETLENBIS

oy
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Monday, November 14, 1968
=SEGHET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 4:35 p.m,
MR, PRESIDENT:

The attachad memorandum of conversation betweea Cy Vance and Lau
should be read in the light of this further repert on what Dobrymin had to say
about recoasaissance. When I raisad recesssissancs, hs asked: Did they
understand fully your position on recommaissance? I said that [ had no doubt
that they did understand it. It was clear that their initial imstructions after
the bombing halt ferbade firing on reconnaissance aircraft.

Ha then askad : What was Lau's reaction when Vance raised this matter
with him in Paris? [ sald that he tock notss and agreed to inform his govermmesnt.

He then asked: Why do you think they are now shooting at your aircraft
when they did mot shoot in the first days after the bombing halt?

I said that I did not know, bat that hs might taks the troubls to find out.

Against this backgreund, the Vance/Lau conversation attached suggests
that thay are goiag to test us pretty hard on recommaissance.

You will alse note that they say that no North Vietaamaess trocps are
iavolved at the DMZ -- angdf ackmowledgment of that condition -- but they do

not take responsibility for the NLF. They are pressing us hare to some purposs,
and I am not sure which of the fellowiag it is:

== to establish how deter mined we are about reconnalssance;
-= to force us to talk to the NLF;

== to make us reduce the intensity of reconmaipsance;

-= to put pressure on us to get Saigom to Faris.

In any case, they mre pushing us.

W. W. Rostow
DECLASSIFIED
e E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
N 2244
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Novewber 14, 1968

Vance lad a 105 to report on his conversae

EDI\WE u

Lau opened the discussions with a reference to Vance's
gtatement to him on November 11 about the violations of the
DMZ on the previous day. (Cy had given him specific detaile
and a map of the positicns of the US forces and the firing
units), Lau said that he was, guthorized £6 state that . :
artillery had not been fired'from-the North of -the DMZ to6 dny:
position South of the DMZ;therefore there was no shelling.
on the 10th. In regard to any shelling or mortaring by ths

e o e =

NLF _that_is their responsibility..

Hea said that, our remarks {aatﬂrday in Washington were
merely & pretext by further delays and a justification of
‘our aggreseilom, '

He then ralsed the subject -of the Yeconnalssance flightes
He_said that there were daily flights including.alerts:in
«Hanoi, -This-is-a-violation-of the security of the DRV and
acts of force. He urged-that there be immediate stops in
these flights in-accordance with-the spirit.of the agreement.,

Vance responded along the following lines. In respect
to the November 10 situation, the evidence indicated the
presence _of the 27th DRY Regiment in the DMZi— Even-assuming
the DRV forces were not in-the-DMZ wé-would not- accept Lau's
assertion that the NLF had a free hand. ,He called to Lau's
attention the latter's statements in the course of October

=se_that 1f the bombing were stopped the DMZ would be respected.

In respect to-the question-of reconnalssancée we had —
chiosen our words very _,carefullg.-. This was not an act of
force. We believed that they had fully understood what our
words meant, We would continue our reconnaissance flights
and if they were fired upon we would take the neceasary
defensive actions. This could create a dangerous situation
which we assume neither side would want.

. . In the last meeting Lau. had-mentionad an alleged-wvioclation
[ a-US naval vessel of DRV-waters, Ye | had carefully clecked
"ahis .accusation-and could state that no US vessel had “=
* penstrated the-territorial waters of the DRV on that.date..

DECLASSIFIED -8BEREZ/NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS
Authority 72¢ 9 77-5 /o

Byailien . NARA, Date -4 -3
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BRIEFING MEMO

Thursday, Nevember 14, 1968 -- 3:45 p.m.
Mr. Presldest:

Fer your 5:30 p. m. meeting today with the columnists, hare are some
pelats, -

1. Vietnam. FPeace makiag is hard, slow work but we are meving,
although this transitional peried before the wider talks take hold Is precarleas.

== Despite some viclatiea,c: tha DMZ and all of I Corps are
basically quiet; and there have beea no attacks on major citiss.

== Our people are pushing cut into the comntryside with a 3%
GVN populatien coatrol In October, almost 3 timas the previews record in

improvemant,

~= It is & very big step for Hanel to accept the Thisu geverament

as a legitimate negetisting partner; but it ls also very difficult for Salgem te
sit dewn at the sames table with the NLF, even Lf Baigom knows we shall not

press upon them a cealitioa goveramest.

== Wae just have to work at it every day. Ia the meaatime, Abrams
and the ARVN will press forward. Thare ls no general cease-five,

2. hiiddle East. We are workiag equally hard to try to turn the
corner in the Middle East. There ls no basis for chaap optimisam; but we
are working quletly with Jarring, ths Seviet Usisa, and others -- an well
as with the partles most directly conceraed.

3. Loakiag back, thare is a good daal for which the Presidant ls
gratalul:

== The Dominican Republic declsien; momentum forward In
the Alllance for Progress, and the beginaings of work on Latin American
ecenomlic lajpgration.

== The success in accelarating food preoduction in the world
and begioaing sericus werk on population ceatrel.

== The eceasmic and soclal momentum of Free Asila and ths
beglaninge of Aslan cooperation in the wake of the Vietaam decision of 1965,

U TarR Tec el With alliits difficulties, the President would not have made

i sl * 8 L L] = el — -
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4. As for disappsinimants, the greatest are:

== The i{rustration of the missile talks by the Soviet move late
Cuschoslovakia, which alse pestponed the NPT. Both are of critical
Ilmpertance to the U. 5. and the security of the hemas race.

== The inabllity g prevaatiggpthe Arab-Isracli war and the
Indis- Pak war were ales disappointments, ns well as the difficulties of
briaging psace to the Middle East and normal relations beiween India and

Pakistan,

== It was alse disappeinting that de Gaulls frustrated the
bringing of Britala into the Commeon Market and the bullding of a truly

sireng Eurepsan parinser.

S. Tha new Prasldest will have planty to de and, usdeoubledly,
rises we ssanct now foresss. He will bagia frem a firmer bass, howevar,
Presidest Kennedy ln 1961 or President Jehnson In Nevember 1963.

V. W. Restow

W WRostow:rln
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Thure., Nov. 14, 1968
SECRET 12:45 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a rather reassuring North Vietnamese
statement to the Norweglan Ambassador in Peking
on the present state of affaire,

W. W. Rostow

SECRET attachment{Oslo 5486)
NODiS/OHIO

E}ECLHSSJFH:’D
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.3 T
NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines

By é;i; _, NARA, Date 21rFFS
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2122
' STATE GRNC :

BT \
S EGRET OSLO 7359

NODIS/OHIO ‘ Rl

— g
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FONOFF GAVE EMBOFF COPY OF FOLLOWING CABLE FROM ALGARD RECEIVED |
NOVEMBER 13. QUOTE ALGARD HAD. LONG-CONVERSATION-NOVENBER 12

t WITH NGO WHO'HAD RETURNED_UNEXPECTEDLY.# SUMMARY OF CONVERSATIOH =
[ FOLLOWS :

It l« HANO] SATISFIED WITH_.BOMBING HALT.AND PREPARED FOR-SINCERE
NEGOTIATIONS ON ALl POLITICAL QUESTIOUS -IN-ACCORDANCE-WITH

! PREVIOUS STATEMENTS, REF A-18043, POINT 3 (OSLO 5486 OF JULY 3),
i HAMO] _HAD-COME-.TO-CONCLUSION-THAT SAIGON"S-POSITION-WAS NOT-RPT =
i NOT. DELIBERATELY HARMONIZED WITH USA BUT -RATHER ATTENPT DEMONSTRATE
«JNDEPENDENCE, HANOI-PREPARED _FOR .MEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT SAIGON
BUT_WOULD-PREFER-SALGON_REPRESENTATION, THEREBY MAKING-IT--EASIER
(JO_FIND A SOLUTION WHICH TOOK CARE OF USA PRESTIGE.

2. HANOI ASSUMES THAT_ON BACKGROUMD OF NIXON'S STATEMENTS THAT
. CHANGE QF_PRESIDENCY WILL NOT RPT NOT MEAN A CHANGE IN USA'S
,POS1TION.-NEVERTHELESS STILL CLEAR HANOLl.wWOULD BE GLAD-TO SEE
‘ APPRECIABLE _PROGRESS IN _HEGOTIATIONS BEFORE JANUARY 284, NGO'S
, GENERAL TONE WITH REFERENCE TO USA STRIKINGLY POSITIVE.

‘3. THUS FAR CHINESE HAVE NOT RPT NOT COMMENTED ON NEW

' SITUATION CONFRONTING HANOI, NGO ASSUMED THAT THEY WILL PUT

'"UP WITH A POLITICAL SOLUTION AS PRACTICAL IN POLITICAL INTEREST

nil. NGO EXPRESSED THANKS FOR NORWEGIAN ASSISTANCE WHICH :

{ HANOI REGARDED VERY FAVORABLY. VIETNAMESE DELEGATION TO OSLO
STRONGLY IMPRESSED BY GENERAL STANDARDS IN NORWAY. UNQUOTE GP-1, |
TIBBETTS i y

, BT

me BERE B M s e m———
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« State D in

5 . : 2pt. Guidelinesg
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SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
Thurs,, Nov, 14, 1968 o)
10:10 a. m. )

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith an account of Nick's conversatioa with
Dobrynin on Vietaam.  Also attached is hkis con- DECLASSIFIED
versation om the Berlin rumors. White House Guidelines, Feb, 24, 1883

Br_d.ﬁ._. NARA, Date 2~ -F %

W. W. Rostow

SECRET attachments (Tosec 36 State 271357 Secret/Harvan Double Plus)
(Tosec 34 State 271355 Secret)



CORRECTIONS MADE O THIS ORIGINAL MUST BE MADE OM ALL COFIES E"'L F .-:- . -
BEFOR® THE TELEGRAM IS DELIVERED TO OC [/ TIA)L, R = 4243 S 6 -

ouTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State. Ty
INDICATE: [ couter 4
L1GIMEE 1o -SEEREE/NODIS L
Classification :
oW+ | ACTION: US MISSION NATO - BRUSSELS--- PRIORITY £
INFO:  Amembassy, PARIS  MO0EL | & & O- Pl o802 117
e " SAIGON
- — " MOS COW
NODIS /HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS N ]
DECLASSIFIED \
STATE 271357 - Authority Z2( 3 7/-570
T0SEC b ‘Tﬁﬂ# - NARA, Dawe_YZ 73

Subject: Katzenbach-Dobrynin Conversation Re Viet-Nam
Acting Secretary saw Dobrynin November 13, Call was at our
request, Following is resume of discussion:

NVN Attacks from Demilitarized Zone., -- Katzenbach said

there have been a series of attacks, primarily artillery, from
DMZ, He sald he could not coveremphasize importance US attaches
to demilitarization of DMZ, and when such attacks take place,
it raises serious problems in terms of maintaining present
situation and moving forward in Paris talks, Vance has made
this clear in Paris.

Katzenbach handed Dobrynin paper and map detailing incidents
initiated from within [MZ, and pointed out that these have often

come from southern half of zone, Surely USSR and NVN must recog-

nize sericusness with which US views these attacks. '—l
il 1S 4 -
Oraied B l"ll-' e, fu Telwgraahic trarpiulan avd H,f" g "Y'
_U:LE:glebur’;{._:’!.uj"n 3351 | wmrevion sesnsann  TEE £ ’:{f’lgf” SECRETARY
[T i | . 2

s/s - nparkerﬁp
SECAZT/10DIS /

F= - - = - ==













:n.l;f:,_" :
SEGRET- HCE4 68 e

PAGE @1 STATE 271355 r?f}

g1
\ SENT
ORIGIN SS 7@ :  WHCA

INFO CCO PB,NSCE EE,ESﬁ @e,FILE 92,CIAE 88,/872 R

DRASTED BY: EUR :SOV $ADUSS :AMR b 1402 23
'APPROVED BY: ACTING SECRETARY
EUR - A. PUHAN (SUSSTANCE)
GER - JOHMPOLL (SUBSTANCE)
S/S - APARKER
o e 028917
PR 140156Z NOV 68 ZFF4 '
FM SECSTATE WASHDC
TO USMISSION MATO PRIORITY
INFO USMISSION BERLIN

AMEMBASSY BONN ety
AMEMSASSY LONDOMN ; DECLASSIFIED

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW Authority_#7¢ @ Fr-5-0

AMEMBASSY PARIS i
Bhﬁ%ﬂ;&:"ﬂlﬂ.[hﬁ:?ﬁf-f
S-E-e-RET STATE 271355 =t

LIMDIS

TOSEC-34
SUBJECT: KATZENBACH-DOERYMIN DISCUSSION RE TRAVEL TO BERLIN,

1. ACTING SECRETARY CALLED IN DOBRYHIN WOVEMBER 13 TO
MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS RE BERLIN:

(A) USG HAS BECOME AWARE OF NUMBER OF RUMORS TO

EFFECT THAT ACTION MIGHT BE TAKEN IN NEAR FUTURE THAT WOULD
ADD TO DIFFICULTIES SURROUNDING GERMAN TRAVEL BETWEEM FRG
AND WEST BERLIN.

(B) THERE WAS NO NEED TO REPEAT IN DETAIL WHAT SECRETARY RUSK
HAD ALREADY TOLD AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN AND FONSEC GROMYKO

IN MANY CONVERSATIONS REGARDING IMPORTANCE WE ATTACH TO WEST
BERLIN AND THE MAINTEMANCE OF THAT CITY'S VIABILITY.

-, (C) WHILE WE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS SUBSTANCE TO
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NODIS/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS 3,
Thurs., Nov. 14, 1968
§:50 a. m.
MR. PRESIDENT :
Herewith Bunker's talk with Bui Diem.
Buaker sees Thisu tomorrow,

W. W. Rostow

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS attachment (Saigom 42653)

DECLASSIFIED

Whita Housa Quidalines, Fﬂ'b#?;.,_':'ﬂt;..

'*,.i? e, MARA, Dals B e, i 5 %



IFM AMEMBASSY SAIGON

3BT 2Q

T
;TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC INNEDIATE. 4432 T
_;INFO RUFNCR/AWENDASSY PARIS 2852 . - 1968 NOV 14 AM 8 05
g;hTE BHHE " i 5
S-ECRET SECTION | OF 2 snmuﬂ 42653 Ee

DECLASSIFTED
HODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS A

" Hllﬂlﬂdlr_ﬂé.ﬂ’_ﬂ_:lh___

PARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND' VANCE B Ea s NARA, Dase LSS

I+ AMBASSADOR BU! DIEM CAME TO SEE ME TH1S AFTERNOON NOV 14,

HE STAYED FOR OVER AN HOUR. MY GENERAL IMPRESSIOH FROM THE AcCCOUN:

* |OF HIS CONVERSATIONS HERE IS THAT THE LOGJAM 1S BREAKING AND WE AR!
[BEGINNING TO SEE SOME MOVEMENT IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION,

2. BUI DIEM SAID HE HAD COME BACK BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT HIGHLY I
PORTANT FOR THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT TO KNOW WHAT THE ATMOD!
PHERE WAS IN THE US AND, MORE SPECIFICALLY, BECAUSE HE WANTED TO
CONVEY PERSONALLY TO THE PRESIDENT THE MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT-
ELECT THAW HE HAD RECEIVED THROUGH SENATOR DIRKSEN,

3. HE FELT HIS DECISION TO COME HAD BEEN SHOWH TO BE CORRECT BECA
HE HAD FOUND THERE .WAS NO TRUE APPRECIATION HERE OF THE ATMOSPHERE
THE US, OF THE WEATIENCE OF OUR PEOPLE TO GET ON WITH THE TALKS, A
HE HAD TRIED TO CONVEY TO ALL THOYE HE HAD SEEN HERE THE SENSE OF
URGENCY IN COMING TO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE US BECAUSE THERE

WAS NO OTHER WAY OUF FOR THE SOUTH VIETWAMESE,

4, HE HAD HAD A VERY LONG TALK WITH PRESIDENT THIEU YESTERDAY,
RIEH SAlLD, FDLLUHEﬂ BY ANOTHER LONG TALK WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT,
. E HAD EXKPLAINED TO THIEU VERY FULLY AND FRANKLY THE SITUATION IN
WASHINGTON AND REMARKED THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT PERSONALLY SEEN
PRESIDENT JOHNSON, BYTFELT THAT OUR PRESIDENT TOOK A VERY SERIOUS
L VIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS HERE. HE HAD GIVEN THIEU A FULL ACCOUNT OF
HIS TALKS WITH SENATOR DIRKSEN AND WITH BUNDY,

{5. HE HAD ALSO TOLD THIEU, DIEM CONTINUED, THAT HE THOUGHT HE HaL
RECEIVED BAD ACVICE 1N SENDING A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDEN:
ELECT SUGGESTING THAT HE COME HERE, BECAUSE THIS KAD BEEN SUBJECT
TO MISINTERPRETATION AND 1T MAKE A BAD IMPRESSION IN WASHINGTON.
'HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE PRESIDENT-ELECT STANDS FOUR-SQUARE WITH
[PRESIDENT JOHNSON WITH RESPECT TO VIET=NAM AND THAT-THE GYN IS

'IN FACT CONFRONTED WITH A SOLID US BI-PARTISAN FRONT, HME SAID HE
ALSO SUGGESTED T0 THIEU THAT HE SEND A PERSONAL MESSAGE TO - .
.PHEEIDEHT JOHNSON, : _ I
s. HE MAD STRESSED, DIEM WENT ON, IN KIS TALKS WITH THE PRESIDEN
[AND THE VICE PRESIDENT, THAT WO TIME MUST BE LOST 1IN WORKING OUT .
FORHMULA THAT .WOULD ALLOY THE QUN TO PARTICIPATE.IN THE PARIS TALK
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ACTION

Thursday, November 14, 1968

9:20 a. m, -
o ¥ B
Mr. : A
r. President / Y /

Herewith, for your urgent editing
and clearance, ls a proposed memorandum
to the GVN,

W. W. Rostow

Approved
Approved as amended DECLASSIFIED

wWhite Housa Guidelinas, Fab. :24. 1983

Callme Ehd?r—. e T

SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

WWRostow:rln



AT L) cowigy

e 10

T

|
1

e T TR WY E T el PRIV T i g LAY MLL L LY
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7 e SAFMITJZ;:D ﬂ//
"4TGOING TELEGRAM Department of State :
- Classification E;
ACTION: AnEnbassy SAIGON IMMEDIATE 4

INFO: AmEmbassy PARIS PEIORITY
STATE | i AT ? ihmes )

— g "d*

K : 41-54
Ref A: Saigon 42560 NOdl-oin
" Bi. Saigon 42563 By —pal—. MRA Dn-afr_ﬁf&

C: Saigon K2E8242582
1, In light of reftels, following is text of memorandum

which you may submit at once in whatever channel you think most
effective, Hn'will be standing by to ﬁ;:ﬂt re¢eivu any urgent
comments, and you are £raa to maka minor ﬂnrding chnngan as you
deem fic, | = -
: y.;,u may wish to take suundingn f:Lrat to see whnthar-mm is a,bout '
to produce some more pmiﬂiug response than its memorandum of
Hovnmhar 13- | _ _

.2, The tone of this mamnrandum ia designed to be as _
-énnciﬁtnry as punuibla,_ while firmly foreclosing any possibility
that the GVN will use ﬂ:'this issue to stall for time, Thus

we are prepared to support a GVN delegation 'that comes to Paris

| to I';:}r to take parl: in the private procedural talks or we are —-I

;pnundy:uhs;‘ﬁs 'y 42385 S The Acting Scoretary '
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_‘5-

"“F

.‘ii_hi. te House =
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INFORMATION

—SECREF/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Thursday, November 14, 1968
9:15 a.m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herswith a contact between Forelgn
Minister Thanh and two of our pelitical
officers, which, like the CIA report I

sent you earlier this meraing, is in a
reasonably optimistic mood.

W. W. Rostow

Salgon 42651

—SEGRET /HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12355, Sec. 3.4

& 3/-5)3

By..d.;l.-..?_. NARA, Date

WWERostow:rln

1-10- ¢
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0 1411152 NOV 68 ZFF-6
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PARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE DECLASSIFIED

Fr-72
REF: A. STATE 2712391 Authority 22¢ 9

B. SAIGON 42563 B M Nm [hu___‘Zj
C. SAIGON 42376 B

D. STATE 260320

L]

l. FOREIGN MINISTER THAYH ASKED CALHOUN AND HERZ TO CALL ON HIM

THIS AFTERNOON NOVEMBER 14. HE SAID THE WASHINGTON STATEMENT OH
BEHALF OF THE ACTING SECRETARY (REF A) HAD HAD A VERY GOOD EFFECT ON

“ THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING THIS MORNWING, AND AS IT BE~-

COMES MORE WIDELY KNOWN IT SHOULD HAVE AN EQUALLY GOOD EFFECT

ON THE NHATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND OTHER POLICITAL LEADERS. THANH SAID
OUR STATEMENT WAS "ONE OF THE GOOD THINGS THAT CAN BE DONE IN THIS
SITUATION."

2. REFERRING TO HIS CONVERSATION WITH US YESTERDAY (REF B, PARA 5),
THANH SAID THE US HaAD NOW CLARIFIED SUBSTANTIALLY FOUR OF THE FIVE

- AREAS IN WHICH HE HAD THOUGHT SUCH CLARIFICATION NECESSARY. THERE

REMAINED THE QUESTION OF ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACKS ON CITIES.
CALHOUN REMARKED THERE IS STILL AN AREA OF UNCERTAINTY WITH
RESPECT TO ENEMY BEHAVIOR. THANH SAID IT WOULD BE HELPFUL

IF aT LEAST WE COULD CONDEMN THOSE ATTACKS, TO SHOW OUR SYMPATHY
FOR BE SOUTH VIETNAMESE POPULATION THAT WAS SUFFERING "WHILE
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ERE FREE FROM BOMBING ATTACKS™.

3. CALHOUN ASKED WHAT NEWS THANH HAD ABOUT OUR NOVEMBER 11

DRAFT STATEMENT (REF C). THANH SAID THE DRAFT HAD BEEN CONSIDERED
BY THE NSC TMIS MORNING, THE ATMOSPHERE HAD BEEN MUCH MORE CO=-
OPERATIVE, AND PERHAPS OHNLY SOME MINOR CLARIFICATIONS WERE NECES-
SARY TO GIVE SATISFACTION TOT HE GVN LEADERSHIP. HE SAID HE EX-
PECTED THIEU WOULD GIVE AMBASSADOR BUNKER HIS VIEWS SOON,

THANH ALSO IMPLIED HOWEVER THAT NO FINAL GVN POSITION HAD YET BEEN
FORUMLATED , BY ADDING THAT THIEU STILL HAD TO TALK WITH THE
PRESIDENTS UF THE Tw0 CHAMBERS. (WE UNDERSTAND THOSE THQ BEHILEHEH

—SECRET—
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ACTION
Thursday, November 14, 1968

f':] ’..’/('LE..F"

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT |7

SUBJECT: Letter to You from Prime Minister Sato of Japan, and
Suggested Reply

At Tab A is a letter to you from Prime Minister Sato, dated
November 7. In it he refers to Mr. Nixon's election, expresses the
hope that our country under his leadership will contious to work for
freedom and democracy, and states that he loocks forward to working
with you not only for the remainder of your administration, but for the
years to come.

At Tab B is a suggested reply expressing your pleasure at your
personal relationship with the Prime Minister, your confidence that
our countries will contioue our close aseociation, and your desire
to continue working with Sato in the common cause of peace and freedom.

I recommend that you sign the suggested reply.

W. W. Rostow

Attachmanits

AJenkins:mm









IAC =2
SECRET" Thurs., Nov. 14, 1968 ) 2
MR, PRESIDENT:
As background to my lumch with Dobrynim,

you might wish to read the attached thres memoranda.

W, W. Rostow

SECRET & COMFIDENTIAL attachmants

(CONFIDENTIAL: memcon 14842 and 14844; SECRET Intell Note 874)

CECLASCIFIED

White Houza Guici 2t s, Fab, 84, 1968
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-gm 122
DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH . =
- Novenber 12, 19G8
in‘hn:' E:E %{r—:g'ﬂ 2
By ldles , NARA, Dase 2227 *
To : The h:tm;-_ﬁenrétary " '
Through = /8 1414845

From : INR. - Thomas L. Hughes'ﬂ-ﬁ

‘Subject : Kosyzin's Talk with McNemara =- Soviet Interest in Arms
Talks, Hint About Buying Truck Technology

Kosygin's remarks on disamiamsnt and the econcriles of the arms race
were generally in acgord with standing Soviet policy. His expressicn of
- Interest in buying Anerican truck technolegy wes a new development.

Civilien versus Military Interest in Trucks. VWhen Kosyzin asked

. . McNamara whather he thousht Amvarican txuck manufecturess weuld ba interestsd
in the USSR as a pot.mt.ial market f:.:ur prodﬁctim technoloxy, he probzably
thouzht Mr, McNamera, as a former Ford executive, could give him an expert
nphﬁ:m and may have cxpezcted him to carry the1 messege back to Amardiean
business eireles. Kosygln's remark that the Swiets had a high regerd for
Amerdcan autcmative technolozy reflects a traditicnal view dating froem
cooperative arrangements In the 1520's and 30's. It may also repi'esent a
Soviet preference for purchases ﬁ:.theusu‘thejcexm are as good as those

| offered in Vestern Eurcpe (Kosygin realizes that undsr US law no goverrment-
.‘guarﬁnteaﬂ finaneing would be available and that specific exports would in
any case have to bz licensad).

]
Kns:,rgll:: spolie of tha nzed for 2 sharp inerease in truck predustion in
the USSR, end vo believe that the Soviet econoy cuﬁd wall use a larcer

This repart was praduced by the Buresy o S s
of [stelligerce and Reseircn. Aside - T8
from moumal substsive exchioge with . - SRR DS ; :

other apencies 4t the swbing level, '

it has pa” boin cozadinaled clssuheoe,

v awe . %
4 e A -
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DEPARTMENT OF STAT
Approved in §/S: 14644

11/13/68 Memerondum of Conversation |26

| o DATE: November 12, 1968

SUBJECT: Luncheon Meeting between ‘
- Ambassadors Thompson and Dobrynin
: Part 3 of 3

PARTICIPANTS: 1]ewellyn E. Thompson,
American Ambassador, Moscow
Anatoliy F. Dobrynin,
Soviet Ambassador, US

COPIES TO:

i}
M
G
EUR
WH

" In the course of a luncheon conversation today,
Ambassador Dobrynin, in reply to my question, said that he
anticipated return to Moscow shortly on consultation. While
in Moscow he hoped to get two or three weeks leave. He
indicated that no decision had yet been made upon how long he
would remain as Ambassador here, but clearly did not expect
to remain long after the new administration took over.

_nmcLuﬂnrggz
i Tz

Pomu pg 1oy ~—CONTIDENEIAE——
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(Dveafiing Ofice and Oficer)

SOV:LEThompson : 505 —CONE PRI LAL/ L IMDI e bl," H

DEPARTMENT OF STATL 14842
Approved in S5/S: _ )
11/13/68 Memerandum of Conversafion - i._l_?f;

| DATE: November 12, 1968

SUBJECT: Luncheon Meeting between :
Ambassadors Thompson and Dobrynin
- Part 1 of 3

PARTICIPANTS: Llewellyn E. Thompson,
American Ambassador, Moscow
Anatoliy F. Dobrynin,
Soviet Ambassador, US

COPIES TO: U EA ACDA
M WH Amembassy, MOSCOW
G SecDef
EUR CIA
NEA INR
r 1

At luncheon today Ambassador Dobrynin asked me what
I thought could or should happen in Soviet-American relations
during the period from the present time until the inauguration
of the new administration. He asked whether we would simply

have to mark time or whether. there were some problems on which
progress could be made.

I referred to the public statements by the President
and the President-Elect following their meeting yesterday but
said I had no information other than that which had appeared
in the press. 1 felt sure that if possible we should try
to make progress on such international problems as the Middle
East and, of course, Viet-Nam. In connection with the latter
problem I mentioned the reports of violations of the DMZ and
sald I trusted his government realized how serious these
developments were.

Ambassador Dobrymin said that he was quite sure that
the North Vietnamese did not intend to break down the agreement.

FoMd
TomM ps 1254 — GONFIDENEEATAETMBES—
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ACTION

Thursday, November 14, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ,:,J- o
[

General VangPao, the leader of the hill-tribe irregulare in Laocs, was
recently In United States on a visit. He ls a real asset to us, a
felsty little fighter who has led his Meo people into a courageous battle
against the Commaunists in Lacs. He Is an admirer of you -- and of the

United States -- and ls deeply grateful for the American assistance pro-
vided his forces.

As a token of his and the Meo people's appreciation, he has sent to you

an old handmade flintlock rifle of the kind commeonly used by his soldiers
when they first began thelr resistance. (I think you will find it an Interest-
ing gift.) Attached is a letter of thanks which I recommend you sign.

W. W. Rostow

Att

MWright:wpt
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Thursday, November 14, 1968

-1

||'_.f_.-!_,|.-n" L;
Mr. President:

Our Charge in Ankara reports this moraiag that we [imally
have a bargain on 100 Patton tanks for President Ayub.

As expected, the Turks refused to do a straight sale, but
cams arousnd when offered the $3 million sweetenar in 100 M-48
replacemant tanks from us. They did pose two conditions for
the swap: (l) they want our replacemants literally in hand, one-
for-eme, as they release the tanks to Ayub and (2) they are anxious
that the deal be kept as gquist as possibls to avoid amy political
embarrassment (they bave been [althfully denying earlier press
leaks that we were pushing them on this matter. )

These conditions are understandable and should be masage-~
able. Defense is ready to start shipping the replacements in the
neaxt two-to-three months, which should anabls the Turks to turn
around and satiafy Ayub's falrly flexible timing for delivery. Ben
Oehlert will get to Ayub with the good news today or tomorrow and
stress the importance of holding the bargain very tightly.

After a long history of last-minute frusirations, your advisers
will be fellowing this one through to the last detail. But I knew you
would wish to know when the break came in the Turkish negstiations.

W. W. Rostow

—SECRET/SENSITIVE
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Mr. President: Wednesday, November 13, 1968
e P
We have had several requests now from official visitors to see
the President-Elect. The Prime Minister of Iran (at the Shah's

suggestion), Eshkol and the Ruler of Kuwait have all indicated an
intsrest.

The question is whether we suggest that they make their own
arrangements directly with Mr. Nixon's office or whether we offer
Mr, Nixon our own or State's services as a channel.

I should think there would be advantage in offering him the shield

that an orderly channel and full briefing would provide, but it really
depends on how much you wish us to bas in this business.

WW. W. Rostow

Walt, please coordinate and offer
Mr, Nixon your services

Have State do it

Let's stay out of it "




INFORMATION

—SEGEET—
Wednesday, Nevember 13, 1968 -~ £:50 p.m,

Mr. Presldeat:

Attached are three reflections of the Intensity
of Sing-Sevist relations:

== Extracte frem Indlan talks with Breshasv,
Ksaygia, and Gremyke.

== A Freach Fereliga Office report on Pekiag-
Eastera Eurepsan relations,

== D8 Gaulla's viaw of Sino-Soviat relatisas.

These Sevist anxietiss about relations with
Chias, clsarly, are part of the Vietnam equatisa.

W. W. Restow

—SECRET

L kAC D7-E2 V)
: Date & 2 3-OF

WWRaatow:rln
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—SECRET '

SUBJECT: Communist Chinese Activity in Eastern Europe

The French Foreign Office has given our Embassy in Paris a message
from the French Political Counselor in Peking concerning Communist
Chinese activity in Eastern Europe. The major points are:

1, In Peking, the Polish Charge has come to believe that a militant
anti-Soviet posture has become the cornerstone of Communist Chinese
foreign policy., China's true objective is to overthrow the Communist
regimes in Eastern Europe and to break up the present alignment in the
Communist camp. He pointed to recent increases in Polish language
broadcasts by Radio Peking and the formulation of a "Polish Communist
Party" in Albania which follows the Maoist line,

2. Relations between Peking and Communist East Germany continue
to deteriorate, The Chinese accuse East Germans of participating in the
military encirclement of China., The charge is based on a technical
assistance agreement between East Germany and Quter Mongolia which
provides for the training of staff officers in East Germany and the sending
of East German instructors to Outer Mongelia,

3. In the presence of West German visitors, Chinese officials used
acrimonious language in talking about East German leaders. They referred
to East German Chairman Ulbricht as the "hunting dog of Soviet imperialism. "
The visitors were struck by the vehemence of the language used by the
Chinese in condemning East European Communist leaders,

-
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— SECHEET—
SUBJECT: De Gaulle's View of Sino-Soviet Relations

In a conversation with Governor Scranton in Paris last month,
General De Gaulle said he believed the Soviets were anxious to put the
Germans in their place and reach a modus vivendi with the [J,5. in order
to protect their flanks if they have to deal with a Chinese threat.

"The Soviet military can think that in several years they may
be at grips with China. First they must settle the problems in the
West and in particular that of Germany; for if they are one day at
war against China they fear that Germany will jump on them; which
would probably be true."

‘ __hr-:l__-*-.:—}::ir-‘lrrﬂ '-_;".-‘
0 13282, Sec. 38
NLRAC o7-Ba (#yYe
asd NARA, Daled-23-0
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INFORMATION

Wednssday, Nevember 13, 1968 -- 5:30 p. m.
Mr. Presldest:

I speke with Mac Bundy this merning about Charles Maguire's Ford
graat.

Mac is locking at it persemally and seemed knowledgeabls. He teld
me {raskly what the problem ls; namely, he doubts that Charlis's stwdy of
the Cabiset weonld be sulficlestly sbjective and balanced to qualify for a
Ferd graat, Hewever, hs is golag te check this out with Charlie's supsrier
asd friead at Celumbla, & man samed Wally Sayre. If Sayre belleves that
Charlis's study would qualify academically, be ls inclined to go forwvard.

Mac told me that he was haviag a certala amount of treuble with his
tmnstess becanss:

== Hae had put wp mors measy thas he had eriginally eavisaged for
Robert Keansdy's pseple. (Wright Patman ls pressiag him oa this peint.)

== He ls |a pretty deep with a sumber of the peeple frem our
Administratlon,

I told Mac that I theught excoedingly well of Charles Maguire; I knew

asthing of his academic background; but theught him a premising persoa
ia gemsral.

Mac sald he would let me ksow his decision after he had talked with
Prefeasser Sayre at Columbla,

W. W, Rostow

WWRoatow:rln



INFORMATION

Wednesday, November 13, 1968
4:08 p.m.

Mr, President:

This text of Salgon's Ministe r
of Information's press conference on
the Clifford statement may Interest
you in gemeral; but paragraph 15

(marked in red) will certalnly
Interest you.

W. W. Rostow

Salgon 42588

WWRestow:rln
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INFORMATION

SECRET

Wednesday, November 13, 1968 -- 4:05 pm

Mr. President:

You should be aware that Gen, Abrams
explaing hls order that U, S, forces should
initiate firing on all enamy perscnnel in the
southern half of the DMZ on the grounds of the
"inherent right and responsibility to conduct
operations of self defense.'" The Pentagon
querled him on thils.

I am confldent you have no ebjection,

but wished you to know of Abrams' interpretation
of his standing orders.

W. W. Rostow

20

MAC 15747
—BECRET-

WWRaoatow:rln
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INFO QL"'FHAL WHEZLER ' r; I! r~
LED -

S—*C—R-E-L {iAC 15747 EYES OilLY
REF: a. JCS 010108Z JOV 63,

3. COIILSUACV 121032 w0V &3,

C. CINCPAC 130157Z NOV 68.
1., €S) MY INSTRUCTIONS WIRT BASED O0# PARA 3% OF REFZIRENCE A QUOTE
NOTHING IN THESE RULES OF ENGAZENENT SHalLL 25 CCUSTRUED AS PRICLUDING
EACH COMANDER FROY EXEAGE®1 od Tr  IRNSIERLSEIORIC HEIRESERRS IR ILITY
TC £8434Q%eF = ALl oaudfeact’” RETERSENOT SIS FU'!!‘.L.E . 1aUoTS,
2, (53 ON 10 NOVEL3ER 68 THE 3RD MARINE DIVISIOI RECEIVED ZNEUY
ROCXET FIRE FRO: WITHIN THT SOUTHERJ PORTION OF THE DEZ YHICH XILLED
5 “ARINES AND WOUNDED 46, AS THE SEHIOR COIMANDER RESPOUSIZLE, I
VISITSD THE D#Z, 4S STATED IN REFERENCE B, TO SEE IF THE SZCURITY FOR
MY FORCEZS WAS ADEQUATE, ] FOUBD=ELAT. R‘l:i 10 : ,Ig‘r‘ IT
YOULD BE (ELESSARYZTO TekZ- TH0E% #T:.#.‘.': b e L PR f::“_- A
maummmmwww*v'ﬁ mgﬁ?.mut. IRCIcEn: #niCH FRORPTED
MY, VIS [Luididbop=LE AR DENONSTRATIQN. THAT 5 CANA M Red FFGRA=PMr v ATT " INTIL
Théw ZITYGREPLOYS EIS FORCES - aND. ATTACKS, OR-SETS UP.4ORIAR AlDee ~
AT I S PR LTINS AlD-F[RES s TO SURRENDER “THIS DESRZE CF~ENIFIATIVE
TO« LhE B 50T B COMSISTENT &ITH SEFTIURKOING THE SECURLTY .
CF. IHELJR002S LIDER &Y -LOHEANT. TO PERAITeambrwiret N3 COMNAND -TO-2ECGHUE
CASUALFERS~IEFOR=-REPZAT BEIFCAS-TANING ACTIO ™ TO=PI0LEST ThHiil, . ~
WOLLD _HCT. MSST THE RESPONSTS TLER¥-TO COWDUCL.CGPENATIONS FOR SSLF
DEFENRA.OF. "L=rCRCIS AS STATEB<EI PARA-3C; REFERENCE~A:
P-4

SS0 NOTE: DELIVZR DURING DUTY HGURS.

270 DECLASSIFIED

EQ 12555 Sac 3.3
DA Meme, Jan. 5, 1838
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E.O. 12350, Sec. 3.4
NIJ Qoo
I}_t__C'.b_._.. « NARA, E}Jtcgﬂﬂ:ﬁ_ INFORMA TION
~CONFHRENTIAL—
INOREEXXX

Wednesday, November 13, 1968
4:00 p. m,

Mr. President:

This is a round up of such intalligence
as we have on a possible East German actlon
against Berlin.

As you wlill note, our U, S, Mission In
Berlin doubts that the East Germans would

undertake major actlon at this time. Thelr
confldence should not be regarded as definitive.

wl- w- Rostow

Barlin 2662

WWERostow:rln
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45
ACTION EUR 20

INFO SSO 00,CCO @8,NSCE 00,USIE 02,CIAE 02,D0DE 00,GPM 84,H 02,INR 07,
L ©3,NSAE 88,NSC 18,P 24,RSC @1,SP 82,55 25,ACDA 16,10 13,NIC 81,
E 15,D0T 12,V0 82,5CA @2,RSR @1,/140 W '

OR 1316172 ROV 6B ZFF=-4

FM USMISSION BERLIN

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3407
AMEMBASSY BONN

USMISSION NATO

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON

AMEMBASSY PARIS

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW

68— F—1D~FWT-T7T BERLIN 2662 | M_;:'
SUBJECT: POSSIBLE GDR ACTION AGAINST BERLIN ACCESS - * v

REF: ° BONN 19157, BERLIN 26553 KLEIN/LININGSTOMN
TELCON NOVEMBER 13

l. INTELLIGENCE INFOMRATION AVAILABLE IN BERLIN TO DATE

INDICATES THAT THE RECENT SPATE OF REPORTS OF IMPENDIMNG

GDR MOVES AGAINST BERLIN ACCESS, ALLEGEDLY TO BE TAKEN BY

THE EAST GERMAN VOLKSKAMMER AT ITS MEETING ON NOVEMBER 15;

ORIGINATE FROM O5LY A FEW IDENTIFIABLE SOURCES IN EAST k;
BERLIN. ONE IS SOVIET THIRD SECRETARY ABOYMNOV WHO HAS
HINTED VAGUELY THAT THE EAST GERMANS WOULD TAKE SOME. ACTION
T0 MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE WEST GERMANS TO HOLD FUTURE -
POLITICAL MEETINGS IN WEST BERLIN., AMOTHER SOURCE IS SED
FUNCTIONARY HERMAN VON BERG. VON BERG HAS INTERUITTEIILY
SERVED AS A CHANNEL OF BOTH INFOIMATION AND DISINFORMATION
TO THE WEST. UNLIXE ABOYIiOV, HE HAS BEZN MORE SPECIFIC 0N
GDR HARRASMENT PLANS, SUGGBESTING THAT IT WILL INVOLVE A NEW
SYSTEM TO CONTROL TRAVEL THAROUGH THE GOR. ACCORDING TO -
VOi BERG, THE NEW SYSTEM WILL REQUIRE WEST BERLINERS TO APPLY
FOR VISAS TWO DAYS IN ADVANCE OF TRAVEL AT SPECIAL PASS- i
ISSUING-OFFICES ‘TO BE SET UP AT THREE OR FOUR S-BAHN STATIONS

-

DECLASSIFIED
m' ﬁu[hﬂl’k}' E ﬂ' m"’l’l
. By, $ , NARA, Date |{24]0 ;
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IN WEST BERLIN..WEST GERMANS DESIRING VISAS WOULD HAVE TO
APPLY_ IN ADVAMCE IMN WRITING TO THE GDR FOREIGN MINISTER

IN EAST BERLIN. (SUCH A SYSTEM IF INSTALLED PRESUMABLY
WOULD REPLACE THE PRESENT ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY WEST GERMANS
AND -WEST BERL INERS GET THEIR VISAS AT THE CHECKPOINTS AT
THE TIME OF TRAVEL.) NEW SYSTEM OBVIOUSLY WOULD CREATE
GREATER DIFFICULTIES FOR THE WUEST GERMANS THAN FOR THE
WEST BERLINERS,

2., WEST BERLIN JOURNALISTIS APPARENTLY ARE ALSO PICKING

UP RUMORS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE GDR MAY BAN THE TRANSIT

OF. SO=-CALLED "MILITARY™ CARGO ACROSS GDR TERRITORY, WHILE
SOURCES IN THE WEST BERLIN BUSINESS COMMUNITY HAVE HEARD
ABOUT POSSIBLE MOVES AGAINST WATER AND RAIL ACCESS TO BERLIN,

3« ALL OF THESE REPORTS ARE ESSENTIALLY SPECULAT IVE, WITH NO
‘HARD EVIDENCE TO BACK ANY UP., HOWEVER WE CANNOT DISCOUNT
POSSIBILITY THAT SOME OF THIS INFORMATION COULD BE ACCURATE.
THIS WwOULD NOT BE THE FIRST TIME THE GDR HAS TELEGRAPHED IIS
PUNCHES ON FUTURE ACTIONS. (A SOVIET DIPLOMAT DID WARN A WEST
GERMAN JOURNALIST ABOUT A MONTH EBEFOFE THE VISA AND PASSPORT
DECREES INSTITUTED LAST JUNE (BERLIN 1494),). THE SOVIETS
AND/OR EAST GERMANS ON THE OTHER HAND COULD BE DELIBERATELY
LETTING ALL THESE WORDS LEAXK TO0 SEE WHAT REACTION, IF alY,
THE RUMORED ACTIONS PROVOKE.

4. BY THE SAME TOKEN, THE VARIOUS REPORTS MAY BE PART OF

THE DELIBERATE CAMPAIGH TO UNSETTILE THE WEST BERLINERS,

AT THE MOMENT THE BERLIN SENAT IS TAXIMNG A RELATIVELY RELAXED
VIEW OF THE UPCOMING VOLXKSKAMMER SESSION AND FEELS THAT THE
CHANCES FOR EAST GERMAN ACTION ARE PROBABLY LESS THAN EVEN.

i ke e —

5., WE FOR OUR PART BELIEVE THAT WHILE EAST GERMAN ACTION 1S
ALWAYS POSSIBLE, IT IS5 UNMLIKELY TO BE AS EXTREME OR DRAMATIC
AS THE RUMORS NO4 INDICATE. WHILE ANY PART OF THESE RUMORED
MOVES COULD BE MADE, WE DOUST THAT AT. THIS POINT IN TIME THE

‘OF ACTIONS THAT WOULD INVITE STRONG ALLIED (OR FRG)
hcuuntzamsnsuaEs. ' : AR

 —

GP=1.  MORRIS -
—CONFIDENTIAL

iy
1
‘SOVIETS WOULD PERMIT THE EAST GERMANS TO UNDERTAKE EﬂﬂBIHﬁTIﬂHS?



https://RUMORS.TO

INFORMATION

SECRET--SENSITIVE

Wednesday, November 13, 1968
3:45 p.m.

Mr,., President:;

Herawith two hopeful noises
from Salgon: from Ky and, allegedly,
Thisu.

We shall see how Thieu's
talk with Bunker goes tomorrow.

W. W. Rostow

~SEGRET--SENSITIVE

DECLASSIFIED

White House Guldelinss, Feb. 24, 1983
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Conciliatory Attitudes of Vice President Ky and

et

President Thieu

2. Vice President Nguyen Caoc Ky believes that it is
time for the government (GVN) to move to join the Paris
peace talks and is willing to assist Ammbassador Bunker in
attaining this objective. Ky believes that the GVIN has
obtained all it can reasonably expect in recent talks with
the Americans and that further dickering could prove counter-
productive, With President Thieu's and Defense Secretary
Clifford's recent press conference in rnind, Ky said he is
especially disturbed that unilateral public statements by both
sides seem to be (portion garbled) private discussion,

b. While Ky is convinced that the GVN should go to
Paris without further discussion, he thinks that President
Thieu still has reservationa, Ky thinks Thieu is still
expecting an answer to his public "our side-your side"
proposal since the President instructed Foreign Minister
Thanh on 12 November to contact the U,S5, Embassy for its
response. Ky bhas taken the line with Thieu that the GVN
already has the American answer in the U,S. Embassy's
counter=proposal and that the American offer to let the GVN
delegation take the lead in matters in which South Vietnam’'s
interests are paramount is the American way of acknowleaging

. and partially acceding to the President's request. Ky added

that in diplomacy one rarely gets a whole loaf, and the GVN
now has three-fourths of its request.

o E"LH 111:"_5_:%14 1 'J__'_-‘j)
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INFORMATION

- HEI

Wednesday, November 13, 1968

Mr, Prealdent:

Herewith the Vietnamese DCM in
Washington reports in a stralghtforward
way Nixon's and Clifford's statements.

W. W. Rostow

et ACSTFTED
I el WL

e 193eh Sec. 3.4
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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Conciliatory Attitudes of Vice President Ky and
FPresident Thieu

1.3(a)(4)

a. Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky believes that it is
time for the government (GVN) to move to join the Paris
peace talks and is willing to assist Ambassador Bunker in
attaining this objective. Ky believes that the GVN has
obtained all it can reasonably expect in recent talks with
the Americans and that further dickering could prove counter-
productive, With President Thieu's and Defense Secretary
Clifford's recent press conference in mind, Ky said he is
especially disturbed that unilateral public statements by both
aides seem to be (portion garbled) private discussion.

b. While Ky is convinced that the GVN should go to

Paris without further discussion, he thinks that President
: Thieu still has reservations, Ky thinks Thieu is still
expecting an answer to his public "our side-your side"
proposal since the President instructed Foreign Minister
Thanh on 12 November to contact the U,S, Embassy for its
response. Ky has taken the line with Thieu that the GVN
already has the American answer in the U,5. Embassy's
counter-proposal and that the American offer to let the GVN
delegation take the lead in matters in which Scuth Vietnam's
interests are paramount is the American way of acknowledging
and partially acceding to the President's request. Ky added
that in diplomacy one rarely gets a whole loaf, and the GVN
now has three-fourths of its request.

= =] 1.3(a){4




¢. Ky thinks it would be helpful if Ambassador Bunker
could see Thieu to confirm to him explicitly that the American
counter-proposal is an answer to his proposal and to clarify
in some detail those areas in which the GVN delegation would lead
and those in which the Americans would,

d. Ky is concerned over a number of Thieu's recent moves
which he regards as maladroit. He considers Thieu's message
to Nixon a faux pas, as does newly returned Ambassador to
the U,S, Bui Diem. Ky hastened to add that he still thought
Thieu took the right course in October and that he still supported
the President foursquare. Ky simply believes that further
haggling will net the GVN notling and risk jeopardizing US/GVN
relations. Bui Diemn, who is carrying.a message for Thieu
reiterating U.S. Government unwillingness to force the GV
into either recognizing or forming a coalition government with
the National Liberation Front, endorsed Ky's feelings and position.

2,
1.3

1.3{a)!4)

Thieu, in a conciliatory move, expressed
strong interest in reaching an accommodation with the Americans
as soon as possible. Thieu said he would arrange a meeting
with Ambassador Bunker on l4 November to present a
compromise arrangement which the Vietnamese side feels
reasonably certain the Americans will accept. According to

the source, details of the compromise have not yet been

worked out, and the Vietnamese will be working throughout

the night to firm it up.

3. 1.3{a){4}
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SWIMVAH DOUBLE PLUS J"J,I 4A F;»/L

Wednesday, November 13, 1968 -- 11:30 a.m.
Mr, President:

You will have noted that Thanh (Saigon Forelgn Minister) asked for
a U, 5. public statement on flve polnts:

"(A) Reconnalssance flights, (B) the shelliag of cities, (C) the
clalm of the NLF to have been '"invited, ' (D) the DRV clalm that we
have agreed to a four-sided conference, (E) violations of the DMZ., "

Herewith a proposed 12 noon briefing statement for McCloseky at State
covering these points.

Katzenbach and Bundy believe a guick positive response on these
matters -- which give us no pain -- might be helpful in the wake of
yesterday's earth tremor at the Pentagon.

W. W. Rostow

Statement approved

Mo

P.5. Bill Bundy has just raised by telephons the question of whether this
Tadic®ant might not bave somewhat greater lmpact if it were issued in the
name of the Acting Secretary Mr, Katzenbach rather than simply dropped
by the "Departmental spokesman. "

Nick ckay
Departmental spokesman

No

Call me W.W.R.

WWRosatow:rln SEMR¥T /HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
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Wednasday, Novembar 13, 1968 -- 10:40 a.m,
s | ] L‘ LA

Unless Nick Katssabach ls instructed by you to the contrary by noen
teday, ba plans, Ila acceardance with guildance frem Ssc. Rusk ia Brusssle{Tabk A),
te call ia Debryailn this afteracen on three pelnts:

Mr. President:

-- the DMZ;
«= receanslssance of North Vietoam and firing at cur planes; and
== Berlia,

Tha reason for throwing Berlia la with the other slamants is that we
do not have indepsndent Intelligence that the East Germans plan te move
as Klesinger says they will. Therefere, Sec. Rusk and Nick would
prafar net to make it the saly eccaslen fer haviag Debryain in.

In addition, Vance would like us te back his play with Obearemks, via
a talk with Debryain,

W. W. Rostow

Tab A -- USNATO 5748

Nick can goahead
Fa

Call ma DECLASSIFIED

?.H‘.h;_.u.l W, | )
By [, NARA, Date 12- 15-0.2
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;1 SUGGEST YOU OR BOHLEN CALL IN DOBRYNIN TO BRIEF HIM ON LAT=-
IEET HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS DEVELOPMENTS AND TAXE OPPORTUNITY TO MEN-
.'TION OUR CONCERN ABOUT REPORTS THAT GDR MAY BE CONTEMPLATING 1
'HﬂUEE TO INTERFERE WITH WEST GEHHEH TRRFFIG TO AND FROM BERLIN.

"1 AM ASKING LODGE TO POINT OUT TO FRG THhT WE NEED AS MANY
.nEThILE OF -THESE QUOTE INTELLIGENCE REPORTS UNQUOTE AND ns MUCH
:%an DATA AS MAY BE nunthaLE. RUSK _ ;
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Communist Polish guy Wijotich f

— : II.E
0.4 I
QUESTION: How do you see the Viet Nam war ending? =

l. A freeze of force levels on both sidesin men not in supplies -- both U, 5.
and North VN.

Z How do you overcome the fact that the NVN refuse to admit they have no
troops in SVN? Answer: You find a formula "in no more foreign troops." To them
this means no more Americans; to us it means no more NVN, The result is that
you have a gentlemen's agreement between non-gentlemen, which is nevertheless
self-enforceable since we will know if they infiltrate heavily, and they will know if
we increase our troop commitment heavily,

Requirement 2. A lull in the fighting -~ not a cease-fire -- "avoidance of major
confrontation." To quote the Honolulu declaration, "a reduction in the level of
violence. "

3. "TWEEWM{W;&H

ntr - nat be-w ithdrawn.-== il e aoHiEBort of

anwithdraw. » The question of uniting all Vietnam te be put on the back burner,
with some such arrangement for "common bodies" as between the two Germanys.
QUESTION: What happens if the U.S. insists on all NVN troops leaving
Laos and the DMZ in accordance with the 1954 Geneva agreement? Answer: This
would introduce an extraneous factor and would greatly complicate negotiations,
Once American and NVN troops are largely withdrawn, there would be "free
elections." The NVN would back a popular front, in the form of the newly created
Alliance for Progress and Peace, In the estimation of Hanoi, if the pcpular front
would certainly win, since it would attract all students and intellectuals as well as
the already committed supporters of the VC. If it won as much as 35 or 40% of

the popular vote, that would be enough to insure the coalition government,
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INFORMATION

—SEGRET—

Wednesday, November 13, 1968
'i::!ﬂ' a2, m.

Mr. President:
Hersawith, from a sensitive French

source, full text of de Gaulle's sterlle
talk with Bill Scranton.

A summary la attached.

W. W. Rostow

Parle 23767
Parle 23768 (4 sections)

—sRGRET—

DECLASSIFIED
E.0O. 12958, Sec. 36
Byisd, NARA, Dee 227~ #
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T0 RUEHU/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE &35

RUEHCR/AMENBASSY BRUSSELS INVEDIATE 3 34
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! ' ' : .
"BRUSSELS FOR .TOSEC: : .

; _ i
[] ] i E —
{FOR THE SECKETARY . k _ ' &

1, EMJASSY 1S SENDING BY SEPTEL EMB8ASSY TRANSLATION OF
'ﬁF_FIUIP-L FRENCH TRANSCRIPT OF THE SEPT 2¢ DE GAULLE-SCRANTOMN [
+ONVERSATION GIVEN TO US IN CONFIDEHCE BY QUAI.
[] . .

[ 2. THE*MAIN. POINTS EMERGING FROM THIS RECORD OF THE CON~
. VERSATIONS ARE:

n. DEGAtAA My ENFATNE D-H15- GLASSICARCOFENFS " HESEUROPEY
E&M_’UEMEMF-UbEHEMmW “AND-THE M1 D0OLE=EAST .,
RE r.ns NO

yfﬁg‘mlﬂw “IHESEZAREAS
I'JH HO N To NI #LEQPFUHTUNITIES TO OUTLINE HI;GEIE'I‘.S o .
= (LT GHT. BE. GHANGEQ-JO NEET=F RENCH-CONCERNS ¢~ Db«
ﬁmﬁmﬁl

UL R HOPE EHAT-ANY " REGRGANLZE D.-NA YO ROUL DIREE T
gi%t:rﬂsﬂf_ﬁgﬁmmmr
C. ULLE WAS PEGSEMESTIG-RE THE-GERMAIN PROBLEM. H&

- Sp 10 THE--SOVS EEARED THE ECOMIMIC,:. enunum.unm“:hu umnmzm-
} JAL (OE_A-UNITED-GERMANY--AND- KOULD.-NOT ANG:COULD AOT-PERMIT

cEﬁwEmﬂiwnwm— AL Iinhnuvf. 0 THE.BRESENT
SE b ACE PTaREHHARS<2FHE-NEXT KAR."
*n. AS HE LATER TOULD AM8® SHRIVER, DE G_&HLE:.E&&E& HE BELFEVED
Tﬂg‘]s%ﬁ_ﬂaﬂ-munus JO-PUR-EHE .CERKANS.-IN THEIR PLAGE
ACH_A MODUS VIVENDI VITH _TIE US .FN-ORDER TO "PRCTECTS
"Ers T FLANKS IF

;;JET JHAVE' 10 DE ,LIMJMM- EHHEAKzsTHUS
| ETRKELY RinT Af.’:"*"rnﬁr £S5 IN DETENTE==INCLUDING A
.amus Gua -IN DIVIDED r;tm.e-.n'r CHO SLOVAK 1A ~~HOWEVER, WAS A
ISTURBING INDICATION=FHAT-FHE-SO \F-IETS_F!_IEEMETEHSED‘*
iE TR ATLLIVUOE “TORARDS DETENTE .
!E. THIS RECORD MAKES ONCY=PESSHG MENTION OF DE
JERN-A FEHLDOME SFECAFFAIRS (DO NN L7034 X,
F. THE nTmsruEnE APPEARED CORDIAL AND nEGnULLEEMnnE :
HE_JQUL O BE -PLEASED=IF -RIGHARD. ML X3 BECAME FHE :
S SIOENT, ' o
i GP~1. SHRIVER A
ru%':;z‘: nc?rl PASSED BRUSSELS BY oc/T 11/12/68 ,

. '
u z al
I,-.-‘.__.,.._..._-......-l_..._l. L

EALT R .

e LT



;

e
e,

&

¥
. ot

i
it
g

3

o

-

W CRAS25

PP RUSHC RUEHCR
FDE RUFNCR 2576871 3171955
izﬂv $555S ZZH

“r DECLASSIFIED
P 1213342 KOV 63 : ED. 1195& Sec. 36
{Fﬂ AMEMS ASSY PARIS afjr#;.ﬁ'.:.!r;
| TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8436 By L HhHA.Due f;.u,ﬂ

-Hu;u:&fusunxu BRUSSELS 642
i STATE GRNC

BT g . ' .
.LS—E—G—H—HSEEIIDH ONE OF FOUR PARIS 23768

{'NoD1s

5Fﬂn THE SECRETARY.

t. WE MAVE JUST RECEIVED ON A MOST CﬂHFEDENIIAL BASIS
TH; ELYSEE"S OFFICIAL RECORD OF DEZGAULLE'S SEPT 29
_CONVERSATION WITH GOVERNOR SCRANTON. I AM SENDING THE
{FRENCH TEXT BY POUCH FOR OFFIGIAL TRANSLATION IH
WASHINGTON, BUT THOUGHT YOU wWOULD HISH TO HAVE OUR
HHGFrIulnL TRANSLATION. ¢
BEGIN rExI. MR. SCRANTON: WHILE THANKING TGU FOR SEEING
ME, 1 WOULD LIKE TO TELL YOU, AS I HAVE JUST TOLD YOpA
IN[TERPRETER, HOW LMPRESED We ARE BY THE MANNZR IN WHICH
wuu AND YOUR GOVERLMENT HAVE SETTLED FARAMCE'S PROBLEMS,
'BETTER NO DOUST THAN OTHER COUHTRIES WITH SIMILAR PROBLEMS
:HnU‘ DONE.
'GENERAL DE GAULLE: I wANT TO THAMYX YOU, BUT A SITUATION
;IfFﬂiusﬁ DEFINITIVELY SETTLED; THAT DEMAKDS CONSTANT
" EFFORT. :
[MR. SCRANTON: AS YOU KNOW, I REPRESENT MR. NIXON IN A
iWAY 3UT I HAVE RECEIVED 0 INSTRUCTIONS FROM MIM AND
'EVERYTHING I SAY TO YOU CAN ONLY 3£ IN MY PRIVATE
"CAPACITY.
GEl. DEOAULLE: I HAVE VERY FRIENDLY RELATIOHNS WITH mn
inrxuu. WHOM I HOLD IN VEZRY HIGH ESTEEM. IF HZ WERE ELCTEZD
\PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATZS, I WOULD NOT 'BE UPSET, JusT
ITHE REVERSE.
MR, SCRANTON: YOU ARE RENOWHNED FOR SEZEING I ADVANCE WHAT
PIS GOING TO MAPPEM. IN THEZ WORLD. wWHAT DO YOU THINX WILL .
'HAPPEY TEN TO FIFTEEN YEARS FROM NOW? I WELL UNDZRSTAND
ITHAT IS A DANGZROUS QUESTION BUT THE ANSYER WOULD BE VERY
IMPORTANT FOR US. "
GEN. DEGAULLE: I CERTAINLY CANNOT PREDICT THE STaT: OF THE
MORLD [EN OR FIFTEEN YEARS_FROM NOw. I THINK, HWEVEZRTHELEZSS,.
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INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE' |V LI R 5

WASRINGTON

Wednesday, November 13, 1968 -- 9:15 a.m.

Mr. President:

Herewith today's batch of material an Vietnam negotiations,

-= At Tab A is a Vietnamese memorandum to us, which crossed our
memeorandum to them, It makes the case for their being the "head of the
delegation' of our side. It also makes the point that we should publicly
deny that we accepted a "four-party conference.' They argue their case
rather well on psychological and political grounds for Saigon being the
head of the delegation, pointing to the North Korean-Communist China
relationship at Panmunjom. (We still, in my judgment, might think of a
formula like this: Saigon would be "chairman of our side' rather than
"head of the delegation" -- our side being made up of two sovereign
governments and, therefore, the question of the U.S. constitutional problem
not being involved.)

-~ At Tab B is our Political Counselor's conversation with Thanh
on the occasion of Thanh's handing him the GVN memorandum. Herz makes
strongly a point that we shall have to continue to make; namely, that while
we can organize our side as we wish, we cannot prevent the other side from
organizing as it wishes and making such propaganda as it chooses to make.

== At Tab C are Bunker's suggestions for a prompt reply In writing
to the GVN memorandum just handed to us, which would also involve
nailing down cur response to their proposal of November 8 about a single
delegation headed by the GVN,

R T i eaction to Se =]

conferenc
Bunker's own commment 18 in paragra -

-= At Tab F Vance reports to Oberemko on the DMZ violations and
reconnaissance. Oberemko promises to inform his government promptly.
Oberemko also expresses hope that the wider talks get started seoon,

E.-‘f".::éj. 234
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PARLS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE yAg L £EZ3

: OVING IS TEXT OF MEMORANDUM HANDED US BY FONMIN THANH
%Higﬂhhﬁﬂlﬂﬁ (UNDERLINGINGS ARE THOSE IN THE ORIGINAL),
ACCOUNT OF THE INTERVIEW AND COMUMENTS ON THE MEMORAKDUM,

~ INCLUDING SUGGESTIONS FOR REPLY, FOLLW IN SEPTELS.

o, BEGIN QUOTE: THIS MEMORANDUM IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE EX-
FLANATIONS ON THE RVN PROPDSAL OF MOV 8, WHICH, IN THE VIEW
OF THE GVN, DESERVES SER10US ATIENTION FROM THE USG,

3. THE BASIC FORMJLAR ENVISAGED BY THE USG AND THE-RVN 1B ?
A" TWO0=SIDE MEETING." -WHAT REMAINSIS HOW TO DEFINE THE TwO-
SIDE FORUMLA .

4, THE US EMBASSY NOTE OF NOV |1, 1965 INDICATED THAT, AS
FAR AS THE OTHER SIDE IS CONCERNED, THE US MADE CLEAR IO
HANOI THKAT IT MIGKT BRING ON-ITS-SIDE OF -THE TABLE ANY
ERSONS 1T.WISHED, BUT THAT THE US WwOULD REGARD ANKD TREAT
LL THE REPRESENTATIVES ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE TABLE AS
MEMBERS OF "SINGLE SIDE, THAT OF HANOI, AND FOR PRACTICAL
PURPOSES AS A SINGLE DELEGATION".

- 5, TH1S PRINMCIPLE.-IS-VERY-CLOSE TO THE RVN. CONCEPT- OF _THE

<INO-SIDE FORMULA, IM-YHICH-EACH SIDE-SHOULD-CONSIST-OF ONLY ,

~<ONE DELEGATION, AND HANOI ]S THE HEAD OF_.THE DELEGATION OF, |
THE_QTIHER SIDE,~THE GVN, HOWEVER, BELIEVES THAT THIS PRINCIPLE '
SHOULD BE UNEQUIVOCAL IN 1TS APPLICATIONS TO AQOVID THE TEND=-
ENTIOUS INTERPRETATIONS-OF.-THE COMMUNISTS WHO PRETEWD

THAT THE SO=CALLED NLF-TS ASEPARATE ENTITY AND-CONSISTUTES ' |
A SEPARATE-DELEGATION.,

)’ 6. THE COMMUNISTS HAVE-STATED-PUBLICLY-THAT THE- MEETING-1S l}

TO BE A FOUR PARTY CONFERENCE,~AND-THAT-THE-US-HAS AGCEPTED
THAT FORMULA, * : '
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- =2-Page, SAIGON 42560 Nov, 1z, 1968 NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS

GOVERNNENT DF.THESE-STATEMENTS-16-NECESSARY AND WILL"BE
HELPFUL..2
8, ON ODUR SIDE, THE GVN DEEMS THAT THE POSITIONS AND THE /

}( 7. THE GVN_BELIEVES. THAT "A-RUBLIC: -RECTIFICATION BY_ IHE«U-S_—/}

PUBLIC-IMAGES QF-BOTH_JTHE.US-AND - THE RVN-WILLBE-GREATL¥
ENHANCED. IF, PARALLEL WITH THE OTHER- SIDE,-OUR-SIDE=15 =
ALSO°TO EEHSISI_HF ONE-DELEGATION: ﬁHD THE-RVN=IS-TO-HEAD .THE

: DELEGATION, &

Ja EHjTHE TWw0-SIDE FORMULA, IT IS DIFFICULT TO CONCEIVE THA;
EACH SIDE IS NOT HEADED BY SOMEONE. |

|18, 1N THE DELEGATION ON OUR SIDE, IF THE CRITERIA OF POWER
" AND EXPERIENCE IN WORLD AFFAIRS ARE TO APPLY, THE US-UNDIS=
PUTASLY 15 THE MOST QUALIFIED TO_MEAD-THE-DELEGATION, BUT- -THE==
«GVN _HAS SERIDUS MISGIVINGS ON THE POLITICAL INPLICATIONS=OF
SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT, WHICH THE COMMUNIST-WILL “NOT FAIL-TO
XPLOIT TO OUR GREAT DISADVANTAGE, VIS-A-VIS VIETNAMESE PUBLIC
PINION AS WELL—AS-INTERMNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION,

11« AS IS WELL KNOWN, THE COMMUNIST .AGGRESSORS PRETEND-TO
BE THE STANDARD-BEARERS OF VIETNAMESE -NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE,
AND THEIR PROPAGANDA-THEME IS THAT -THE GVN ‘18 NOT AN INDEP=
EHDENT GOVERNMENT,

| 2. BESIDES, OH THE GROUND OF PRINCIPLES, THE BVN.IS-THE-

' PRINCIPAL-PARTY -IN-THIS WAR. THE ALLIES WHO HAVE NOBLY RESP-
ONDED TO THE APPEAL OF THE RVN IN THE DEFENSE OF FREEDOM IN
VIETNAM PLAY A ROLE WHICH IN PRINCPLE 15 ONLY A SUPPORTING
ROLE, EVEN THOUGH IT IS AN INSTRUMENTAL AND DETERMINING ROLE,

: 13, THE STRENGTH OR WEAKNESS OF "OUR POLITICAL POSITION" -
| DEPENDS ON HOW EFFECTIVELY WE:SAFEGUARD.EVEN-THE- APPEARANCES
HOF-THESE PRINCPLES. 1N THE:VIEW OF THE GVN, .THE POLITICAL
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL- CONSIDERATIONS OF THIS NATURE CANNOT BE
<1 HDERESTIMATED -IN-THE-PRESENT=IDEOLOGICAL WAR,

| 14. IN FACT, THE COMMUNISTS ARE VERY XEENLY AWARE OF THESE
| CONSIDERATIONS, AND ARE MOST CAREFUL IN RESPECTING THEM,
r WE HAVE AN EXAMPLE AND A PRECEDENT IN THE ARRACGEMENTS OF THE

O e

PEACE TALKS AT KAESONG AND AT PANMUNJOM DURING THE -KOREAM
WAR.

: 15 THESE TALXS ALSO BASED ON THE TWO-GIDE FORMULA. ON THE
FREE WORLD SIDE, THE PROBLEM WAS SIMPLIFIED BY THE EXISTENCE

! OF THE UN GGNHAHD ON THE QTHER_SIDE,-THE COMMUNISTS-POINTEDLY

! HAD- THE _NORTH -XOREAN REPRESENTATIVE -AS-THE-HEAD -OF THEIR

I DELEGATION, WHILE-THE RED-CHINESE-REPRESENTATIVE WAS OUT-

i WABDLY ASSIGNED ONLY A SUPPORTING ROLE.
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PARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE

DECLASSIFIED
ﬁndmrhTEM{?cf?}'?;f
By2d/7 TNARA, Dam Y420

1« FONMIN THANH HANDED THE GVHN MEMORANDUM C¢REFTEL) TO POL
COUNSELOR AT ©@%3PAM NOV 15. POL COUNSELOR IMMEDIATELY ASKED
WHAT WAS THE STATUS OF GVN CONSIDERATION NF THE DRAFT-STATE=
MENT WE_ HAD PROVIDED THEM-ON-NOV-11. HAD THE HATIONAL SECURITY
COUNCIL CONSIDERED IT ANMD WHEN-COULD WE HAVE THE GVN'5S REPLY?
<THANK SAID OUR DRAFT STATEMENT HAD BEEN CONSIDERED S0 FAR
QNLY BY THE PRES AND THE VICE PRES.~IT HAD BEEN TOO LATE
YESTERDAY TO.CONSULT-THE NSC.* THE PRESIDENT HAD THE PARL=
IAMENTARY LEADERS FOR DINNER, BUT THANH DID NOT KNOW WHETHER
OUR DRAFT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED WITH THEM.

2. WE SAID WE WISHED TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT IN RECEIVING THE
GVN MEMORANDUM THIS MORNING WE DID NOT CONSIDER THAT THE BALL
WAS NOW IN OUR COURT. THANH REPLIED-THAT HIS_MEMORANDUMN
PROVIDES "EXPLANATIONS™-OF THE GVN POSITION OF NOV-8-AND

THAT GVN CONSIDERS THAT-IT-HAS NOT YET RECEIVED AN

ANSWER T0- THAT PROPOSAL,., HERZ SAID AMB BUNKER HAD PRO=

VIDED AN ANSWER TO PRES THIEU ON NOV 9. WE HAD ALSO HNOTED
THAT MIN OF INFO THIEN HAD SAID THAT THE US HAD NOT YET
REPLIED TO THE GVN PROPOSAL OF NOV 8, BUT THIS waS INCORRECT,
HERZ REPEATED THAT IN RECEIVING THE GVN MEMORANDUM

WE WISHED TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT WE CONSIDER THE BALL STILL

TO BE IN THE GVN COURT,

3, IN REVIEWING THE GVN MEMORANDUM, HERZ ASKED THANH WHETHER
EHE WAS AWARE THAT ANB BUNKER HAD TOLD PRES THIEU NOV 9 THAT

DELEGATING THE RESPONSISILITY TO SPEAK FOR THE US WAS-NOT=

POSSIBLE UNDER OUR CONSTITUTION, THANH REPLIED, THAT THE _FORMUL
§ PROPOSED BY..THE-GYHN WOULD NOT MAXKE-IT-THE REPRESENTATIVE

OF THE US_AND THAT 1TS-SOLE PURPOSE'WAS TO "FORCE- THE”

QLHER }_SIQE"_T0 HAVE A SINCLE DELEGATION,
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REF A SAIGON 42560 B. SAIGON 42563

1« IN VIEW OF iTHE UNCERTAINTY ON THE GVN SIDE WHETHER THEY
HAD RECEIVED A FORMAL REPLY TO THEIR PROPOSAL OF NOVEMBER

8, AND SINCE THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE (STATE 265234) HAD TO BE
COMMUNICATED ORALLY TO THIEU WHO DOES NOT ALWAYS PASS

OUR DRAL POSITIONS ON IN DETAIL TO HIS COLLEAGUES, I THIRR-IT-VERY*

DESIRARLE THAT WE GIVE-A WRITTEN REPLY TO THE GVN MEMORANDUM
OF - NOVEMBER 13; SETTINFG -FORTH OUR POSITION IN SOME DETAIL.
FOLLOWING ARE SOME SUGGESTIONS- FOR-SUCH-A-REPLY

© _¥EYED T0_THZ PARAGRAPHS OF -REFTEL A.

2, RE PARA 4, WE MIGHT ‘SAY-THAT WE ARE-PLEASED THAT THE GVA.

CONSIDERS THAT WE HAVE-COME-"VERY CLOSE™ TO THEIR CONCEPT OF

THE TWO=SIDE FORMULA AND BELIEVE THAT-IN-LINE WITH WHAT PRESIDENT

THIEU HAS SAID ABOUT FINDING A "MIDDLE GROUND™, THE GVN -

EHOULD HEW rIﬂB IT-POSSIBLE-TO-MOVE-TO hEGDTIATIDHS -EN PARIS +s

WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE GVN PROPOSALS SHOULD BE FOLLOWED

JUP IN PARIS AND THAT 1T IS NOW FOR THE.BVN-TO TRY-TO_REACH

nanssnsur WITH THE DRV _OH THE MODALITIES -OF THE-TALKS. ACCORDINGLY
WE “URGE THE GVN TO SEND A DELEGATION TO, PARIS AS SOON AS,

| RSSIBLE. =

3+ AS FAR AS OUR CONCEPTION OF THE OUR SIDE/YOUR SIDE FORMULA

18 CONCERNED, WE FEEL THAT QUR SIDE CANNOT DICTATE-TO-THE OTHER
SIDE HOW THEY WILL CONSTITUTIE-THEMSELVES FOR-THE TALKS. WE CAN

AND "'WILL HOWEVER SAY TO THEM MO WE VIEW AND CONSIDER: THEIR SIDEy
AND NOTABLY THAT WE DO HOT ACCEPT--THAT THE NLF 1S AN IHDEPENDENT
ENTITY.«— THE OTHER SIDE MAY, SAY WHATEVER THEY PLEASE, BUT THIS WILL
BE PROPAGANDA AND SHOULD BE TREATED AS SUCH. 1T SILL BE-FOR-GUR Sl
T0 REFUTE IT ﬁT THE NEGQOTIATIONS AND TJO: SET FQRTK OUR POSITION.WITH
DIGHITY AND ENPHASIS TO ENLIGHTEN WORLD DPIHIQH ON THE REALITIES E-F

LAUE SLIUATISA- ..a VIZT NAM, ™
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REF SAIGON 42581 '
. | TOLD CALHOUN NOVEMBER 13 I-3¢a(3)
THAT ALK ORNING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER

UBSERUENT TO HERZ" TALK (SAIGON 42568 AND 42%63).

WAS STILL WAITING T0 SEE THIEU, 132 )(3)

2. | | FOUND THANK IN A VERY EMOTIONAL STATE, PARTICULARLY r3C2i3)
BROUGHT ON BY SECRETARY ELIFFﬂR 'S PRESS CONFERENCE. HE COM=

PLAINED THAT THE US DID NOT SEEM PREPARED TO SAY ANYTHING HELPFUL
PUBLICLY ABOUT THE MORTARING OF SVN CITIES AND VIOLATIONS OF THE

DMZ, BUT WAS PREPARED TO ATTACK THE GVN PUBLICLY., THANH WAS

PESSIMISTIC ABOUT uu1§;§fgggi A MEANS FOR GVN PARTICIPATION - Beal(s)

IN THE PARIS TALKS. MENTIONED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD

THE US HAD PROPOSED CERTAIN PUBLIC STATEMENTS IN AN EFFORT T0
FIND A SOLUTION, BUT THANH APPARENTLY EVADED THI5S POINT AND
ONLY CLAIMED THAT THE US HAD NOT GIVEN THEWM A REPLY ON THEIR
PUBLIC PROPOSAL OF NOVEMBER 8. MHE INTIMATED THAT THE US

WAS PUBLICLY TREADING LIGHTLY ON ACTS BY THE OTHER SIDE, BUT
WAS CRITICIZING ITS ALLY.

3, l;;:;;;;!was AWARE THAT GUN HAD ITSELF ISSUED VARIOUS I Bea)l3)

PUBL HMENTS AND CRITICISM BUT ME REITERATED IMPORTANCE

" OF “FACE"™ IN SEEKING A wAY OUT FOR GVN, HE SUGGBESTED SPECIFICALLY

THAT AT SUCH TIME AS A MORE FORMAL REPLY MIGHT BE MADE ,

T0 THE QVN OH ITS NOVEMBER B PROPOSAL, THIS FACT MIGHT

BE MADE PUBLIC, TOGETHER WITH AN INDIGATION THAT THESE MATTERS

WERE, HOWEVER, BEING DISCUSSED PROVATELY BETWEEN THE IwO

GOVERNMENTS. 'HE ALSO THOUGHT IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR USG TO

TAKE SOME PUBLIC ACCOUNT OF SUCH ACTIONS AS MORTARING OF

POPULATED AREAS AND VIOLATIONS OF THE DMZ, SINCE THESE ACTIONS

WERE CREATING STRONG FEELINGS AMONG VIETNAMESE AND APPEARED .

" 70 THEM TO INDICATE THAT THERE HAD INDEED BEEN NO UNDERSTANDING
REGARDING THESE MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE BOMBING HALT.

- GEORET
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FM AMENBASSY SAIGON bu..w L,- af K
TO RUEKC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4368

JNFO RUFNCR/AMEMBASSY PARIS INMMEDIATE 2882

STATE GRUC

£-5-6-R-E-T SAIGON 42584
NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS
FOR HARRIMNAN AND VANCE

BUI-DIEM-CALLED ME THIS AFTERNOON TO SAY-THAT HE-HAD TALKED To
BOTH THIEU AND KY TODAY TO GIVE THEM HIS INPRESSIONS OF THE
ESITUATION IN THE UNITED STATES. HE WILL-BE-MAKING-A SIMILAR
REPORT TO A MEETING OF _THE GVN SECURITY COUNCIL TOMORROW
MORMING. WE HAVE MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO MEET-LATER-IN THE
DAY _AND "I WILL: REPORT.WHAT HE HAS _TO SAY. BUNKER=

{3?7“3

DECLASSIFIED
Awnthority a8 ﬁ'ﬂ"?l—

Br.aﬁ@ NARA, Dure %27 n-“ﬂ»f.?:
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TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASKDC IMMEDIATE 8853 0 3 4 3 5
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INFO RUMJIR/AMENBASSY SAIGON IMMEDIATEVZONAY 13 py 7 13
STATE GRNC

BT

SEGHE T SECTION | OF 2 PARIS 237%p

BODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS . DECLASSIFIED
DELTO 85| ' Authority Z2¢ 8- 7/ -IFO

R o _FlrF3
FROM VANCE . By/§/4p . NARA, Datc_F-43

le I MET-WITH-MINISTER-OBERENMKO" ﬁh“hﬁhéﬁﬁ%ﬁ “[g AT 1880

FOR.ACOUT-ONE®HALF HOUR. THE MEETING-WAS HELD AT=MY-—a
EEQ EST4 ALSO PHESEHT HERE PERRY AND BOGONMOLOV.

2, I TOLD OBEREMKO THAT I HISHEB TO BRING HIM AND HIS
GOVERNMENT UP«TO-DATE ON WHMERE MATTERS NOW STOOD.

1 SalD TH&I.IESIERD&?4{HDUENBER‘i[1 AFTER RECELIVING
WORD OF THE ROCKET, MORTAR AND ARTILLERY ATTACKS ON_,
THREE US POSITIQONS SOUTH OF THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE, 1
E?EHgSnEﬂ LAU=TO-MEET-WITH ME AT 6:20°0'CLOCK MONDAY

3, 1 SAID THAT LAU AND 1 HAD MET FOR OVER AN HOUR AND

THAT I HAD TOLD LAU THAT WE CONSIDERED THE MATTER -OF SUCHs

IMPORTANCE THAT WE NOT ONLY-WERE-BRINGING -THE SITUATION
TO HIS ATTENTION, BUT ALSO URGED-THAT HE CALL-TO HIS=
GOVERNMENT.S ATTENTION -THE-SERIQUSNESS OF THE PROBLEM,
USING THE BRIEFING NOTES I HAD HAD FOR WY MEETIRG WITH
LAU, I REPEATED TO OBERENKO MY ENTIRE OPENING STATEMENT
T0 LﬁU (SEE PARA 2 OF PARIS 25712)., OBEREMKO TOOX

FULL NOTES AS 1 WAS SPEAKING.

4, 1 TOLD OBEREMKO THAT LAU HAD TAKEN CAREFUL NOTES

AND ASKED A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS WHICH I HAD ANSWERED,
USING THE MAP_WAICH._I1.WAD-PROVIDED LA, I SHOWED A -
COPY OF THE MAP TO OBEREMKO AND GAVE XIM DETAILS ABOUT
THE NUMBER OF ROUNDS FIRED IN EACH LOCATION. I ADDED
THAT SINCE TALKING WITH LAU I HAD LEARNED THAT THE US
CASUALTIES WERE FIVE KILLED AND :46-WOUNDED, I SAID THAT
LAU HAD SAID HE HAD NO INFORMATION ABOUT THE MATTER BUT
WOULD CHEEH INTO WHAT 1 KAD TOLD HIM,
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lz- PARIS 23790, SEC 1 OF 2, NOV-13, 1968, NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS

5 I SAID_LAU THEM-ASHEU -1F-THERE WH.S ANYTHING -HEW-ON
THE QUESTION-OF—-A=WIDER_MEETING; -1 SAID_THAT THERE_WAS

NMOTHING NEW AND_HAD REMINDED LAU-THAT-I-HAD-SAID TO HIN .

PREVIOUSLY THAT WHEN .1 a_h&ﬂiiﬂiﬂs NEW-I-WOULD BE IN
TOUCH- WITH -HIMe= .

6. 1 THEN. SAID Tn OBEREMKO THAT DURING THE COURSE OF

MY TALKS WITH LAU THE SUBJECT OF—RECONNAISSANCE "HAD BEER
RAISED .~LAll HAD SAID THAT_THE-US—HAD BEEN CONDUGTING
RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS-OVER-THE DNZ SINCE THE BOMBING
"GESSATION AND THAT.HE AND.KIS GOVERHMENT-REGARDED THIS-AS
A VIOLATION OF._OUR. UNDERSTANDING. I-SAID THAT I TOLD

LAU THAT THE CONDUCTING OF RECONNAISSANCE WAS NOT A VIOLA-
TION OF OUR UMDERSTANDING AND POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT WE
HAD SAID WE WOULD STOP ALL BOMBARDMENTS AHD "ALL OTHER
ACTES INVOLVING THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE ENTIRE
TERRITORY OF THE DRV,™ 1 SAID THE UNITED STATES HAD
CARRIED OUT EXACTLY WHAT IT HAD SAID IT WOULD 00. I

SATD THAT I TOLD LAU THAT THE WORDS "OTHER ACTIS INVOLVING
THE USE OF FORCE, ETC.,™ KAD BEEN CHOSEN WITH PRECISION
AND THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SIDE HAD ACCEPTED THAT LANGUAGE,
I SAID I TOLD LAU THAT RECONNAISSANCE -WAS-NOT- "AN ACT =
INVOLVING TKE USE OF FORCE™ AND_NOTED THAT-RECONHAISSANCE
FLIGHTSZUP_TO. THIS POINT-HAD BEEN-UKARMED.

HARRINAN
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NODIS/HARVAN/DOBLE PLUS

7.1 SAID TO OBEREMKO THAT OF COURS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
XKNEW VERY WILL THAT WE KAD NOT ACCEPTED THEIR WORDS BUT

KAD SUBSTITUTED OUR OWN (ACTS INVOLVING THE.USE OF FORCE)
TO WHICH THE DRV HAD AGREED, 1 SAID THAT 1 HaD

REASON TO BELEIVE THAT THE DRV UNDERSTOOD CLEARLY WHAT

OLUR WORDS MEANT, NAMELY: THAT RECONNAISANCE FLIGHTS

WOULD CONTINUE, THE RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS HE CONTINUED
AWD THE DRV MAS FIRED ON OUR RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT WHICH,
. P 10 THIS POINT, AS I HAVE SAID, HAVE BEEN UNARMED.

I-SAID THAT WE WILL CONTINUE -TO. FLY-RECONNAISSANCE
;FLIGHIS.AHD.IHEEE SHOULD BE-NO--DOUBT-IN-THE:DRV*S MIND
OR_ANYONE ELSE"S MIND ABOUT -THIS. sl SAID THAT THE

SOVIET GOVT WAS REALISTIC AND WOULD UNDERSTAND WHY
RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS WERE NECESSARY. 1 SAID INDEED
THE VERY ATTACKS OF NOVEMBER |0 SHOWED WHY THE US HAD TO
CONTINUE RECONNAISANCE.

$ 1 SAJID FINALLY I WISHED TO POINT OQUT TO OBEREMKO

THAT QUR PLANES WOULD DEFEND-TEMSELVES-1F THE FIRING—
 AGAINST THEM CONTINUED==THAT-THIS-COULD LEAD TO-A-SERIOUS
" AND DAﬂﬁERDUSuEITUhTIﬁH‘HHIEH 1-WAS SURE NONE OF US

MANTED, . |

|18, MR. OBEREMKO ASKED WHAT THE RESPONSE OF |LAU HAD

BEEN TO MY STATEMENTS+ 1 SAID THAT LAU KAD SAID _THAT

THE RECONNAISSANCE FLIEHTE WERE-A-VIOLATION OF: DRV SOVEREIGNTY

AND THUS AN ACT_INVOLVING THE USE-OF FORCEw<l SAID TO OBEREMKO

THAT -1-TOLD "LAU THAT THE QUESTION OF

SOVEREIGNTY WAS NEVER RAISED 1N OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH THE

DRV. AND THAT THE FLYING OF RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT OVER

THE TERRITROY OF THE DRV DID NOT CONSTITUTE AN ACT INVOLVING
..THE USE OF FDHGE- I SAID THAT LAU HAD URGED: UE 70

L , = d L) e _"l.
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N

3 T\ Wednesday, November 13, 1968
L’J 8:40 a,m.

Mr. President:

a anol's
gon's show of independence.

SAMNITIZED
E.O. 12536, Sec. 3.4

[}'ﬁﬁ' Rostow
Nijj _2/-357¢

By<4=5@ _ NARA, Dare_6-2-73




U\J-‘J\%
Department of State — S\ N
periment of Siate o) oRR]

ol o et Lo

P P T M e SIGY A LR -

e

RVRVA
j .||'"‘|"‘ i e
UI....\_ '} ..l. .i
RUDKSO 7319 3171545 1968 NOV
ZNY SS55S ZZH 9_3 NOV 12 PM 3 53
R 121540Z NOV 68 _ x

FM AMEMBASSY 0SLO
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2112

T
STATE GRAC (Lvﬁﬂh“ﬂ)

& E—€FfET 0SLO 7319 e
-NODIS/O0HIO

1. FONOFF NOVEMBER 12 PROVIDED COPY OF CABLE FROM

{SENT NOV 8: QUOTE NORTH-VIETWAMESE QUARTERS HERE HAVE GIVEN
'VOICE .TO SUSPICION THAT SAIGON'S ATTITUDE PROVES ITS COLLUSION
WITH US TO STRENGTHEN SAIGON GOVERNMEMI'S POSITION BEFORE
NEGOTIATIONS. AT SAME TIME, THEY PLAINLY HOPE THAT, IF THIS
1S NOT THE CASE, THERE ARE CONSIDERABLE POSSIBILITIES FOR
lsuLnrlﬂs SAIGON,

E. NGO IS STILL IN HANOI, UNCERTAIN WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO
' PEKING. HE IS TAKING PART IN A CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING IN
' CONNECTION WITH THE MEW POLITICAL SITUATION.

's. UP TO NOW THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL CHINESE POSITION ON

' THE NEW SITUATION. THE PAPERS SO FAR HAVE REPRINTED JOHNSON'S
_AND MO'S STATEMENTS HITHﬂUI COMHENT, EHI} QUOTE. GP-1. TIBBETTS.

BT

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelines

By ‘_? . NARA, Date ,ﬂ-r";f-z‘o




INFORMATION

SECREF--SENSITIVE

Wednesday, November 13, 1968

B8:00 a. m.

Mr, President:

It looks as though we've found a
really good bottleneck In the Laos
truck route and are really hurting
the enemy.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET

WWRostow:rln

MEC Memo, 13085, S

DECILASSICL

E.D. 12455,

I*_,;f;;l_ CNARA, ]

]
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| Ia 5§50 MACV(PASS TO GEN A-faus) ' . e
. INFO SSO CINCPAC 2)a-
" AFS50 PACAF | e
AFSSD USAF

DIRNSA
ZEM .
S-5—CR—E—T~GA¥HN- DEL IVER DURING DUTY HOURS,
SUBJECT 3 BAN LASOY FORD -
}, HEAUX. FIGHFER-AND~CONEENTRATED B35 STHINES -
HAVE.QXCE-AGALN-SUCCIEDZD TN "CLOSENT THE BAN-LABOY
COUPLEX T0 EZNE#Y~TRUCK ‘TRAFFIC, THIS HAS

CENTLY BEEN CONFIRNED IN PHOTOGRAPHY AND SEVERAL
SIGHIFICANT SIGINT INTERCEPTS OF ENEMY COHMUNICAT IONS
AHICH REFLECT THE DIFFICULTIES BEING INFLICTED UPOXN
THE ENEHY, THE BAN LABOY FORD WAS CLOSZD TO ALL
THROUSH TRAFFIC FRO¥ HVN ON | OCTOBER. THE FORD
CROSSING REMAINED CLOSED UNTIL THE NIGHT OF 2 NOVEMBER WHEN
THE ENEMY FINALLY SUCCZEDED IN TEGPORARILY OPENING HIS
PRINCIPAL LAND ROUTE INTD SOUTHERN LAOS, WITH THE CESSATION
OF BOMBING OPZRATIONS IN NVN THE ENEMY QUICKLY REPAIRED
HIS ACCZSS ROUTSS TO THE “USIA AND 3AN KARAL PASSES. -ALLQual

THE E'-IE!{I _EXTENSIVE EFFOATS-T0” OPEN-UP~THE~-
HGTIAH" ROUTE -SFRUCTURZS y == WCRIASTUS-YEISHT

B EFFﬂE‘I #.T AN LABOY aND-AT- BAN PHA NOP, - .JUST SOUTH
| | am PASS; APPE HLNG T!-l:. MENY'S i
P:.EMTF' EFFORTS TO -BRAIAG IM ;
B SUZA=0 _FORCZS W09 SECRIII SARCTDAL] - !
g HE AT (2 T4, “THE FOLLvO I8 ’ESSAE' INTERCEPT
ﬂﬂ" 9 HOVEXBER REFLECTS THE,
el Usvieas U HE EnedY'S DIFFICULTIZES BEING EXPERIZNCED
H -THE ‘BAN-LABOY FORD COMPLEX.
QUOTE: PRESENTLY, THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF EQUIPHENT s s s
THE EMEMY WAS COMTINUALLY ACTIVE DURING THZ DAY AMD
NISHT. THE_EXEHY STRUCK ELEVEN -TI¥ES3~TOOX-PICTURES
IHQHE_Q_TH:.S, AND OV=]"S H“EUHHHI?EEED CONTINUOUSLY
DURIRG EACH BATTLE, THE. EHE_&\‘ DROPPED DELAYZD -ACTION
CLUSTER EE‘ES‘ THE FIAST 2ATTLE -TOOK-PLACE FROM 01008
TO 020072, THIS wWAS 1-4!51 T'-L.- FIHIEH A5 THE ENEMY STRUCK
m-"'ﬂhtj'.': 'SL':' 14 DIFFZRENT -BATTLES...TROOPS WERE SENT
0'T TO ZAIN COWTI3OL OF THE ROAD, ZUT-THEY EHCOUNTERED
MANY CIFFICULTIEZES., DURING HALF THE ¥OR¥I:i3, TRCOPS WERE
SENT. l""\‘. il THE RQOAD. THEY '-'E'.HE DETERMINTE TC HAVE THE
o5 03, THC TizUY STRUCK
THE HDHTd rGPD A.Eﬂ Tn .LE {EI'I-'E“ rﬂ' EME LﬂEﬂ‘!’ Fﬂif.'!j. 500
-"‘dam :TE'-!S CF ZACH CAVED IH. WE LZRT E’!IH:.D 'm L

SANTITZED
Authemity 403.1y).022.005]a
By jo__ NARA, Darc))- 9
N s

No Objection To Declassification 2006/01/11 : NLJ-141-023-5-2-6
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INFORM A TION

Wednseday, November 13, 1968 -- T:35 a.m.

o |

# 5 F ﬁ‘_.
Mr. President: s s

With respect to specific refereaces in Mras. Johnson's dlary that
you might wish to liak to impertant phases In making decisiens.

As I noted last might, the process of making decislons somstimes
took place over a coaslderable period of time. We now have materials
assembled on mest of the key decisieas. If you were to let Brem Smith
have the diary passages that you wanted run down, we could relats
them to particular memeats in the various decision crises.

1 suggest this method becawse the matsrials on these declsioas run

to a mumber of volumes and it would, perhape, be sasler to do it that
way than to dump these velumes on someons werkiag on Mrs. Jehnson's

diary.

W. W. Rastow

WWRostow:rla
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ACTION
GONFIDENTEAL Wednesday, November 13, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ———
) f
SUBJECT: Rescheduling the Eshkol Visit P -

As you know, the doctors have ordered Eshkol not to travel this
month.

As I understand it, you have said you would prefer not to have him
before Christmas and would rather work something out at the Ranch after
Christmas.

My immediate operational need is to amend the letter you sent to
Eshkol Monday. Barbour, on learning of the change in plans, held it up
in case we wished to make some changes. I thersfore wish to clear with
you the following new sentence on the visit:

'l regret that circumstances require deferring your planned
visit to the United States and hope that it can be rescheduled
next month., You will be welcome not only as a distinguished
and esteemed colleague but as a close personal friead. "

This is the main substantive change because it commits you to a
visit "next month, " Others (see attached) would simply eliminate references
to a meeting later this month,

; : W. W. Rostow
.-"jj:l’.j - -rl"'“l.;-r-- -’?- L \::J.q_:{
7
Approve change
Disapprove
Call me
DECLASSIFIED

Authority ‘i"?f.‘_ﬁl £F-red
n,aﬁ@_, NARA, Date 2777

SONFIDENTIAL
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Amembacsy TEL AVIV

1. You should deliver this as a personal nessasme froa the Presi-

dent to Priie ildnistor Eshkol:
= C_:ff; 'Dfna:. ;m:'ﬂfri!?i;;!i{ni?f;rﬁ: of iy ddmlsisteacfion F 5 :;n's;“\
E?am writing to you, first,-to-welcone the prospect of your
visit- hera later this mnnth,—&nﬂ-geﬂundlngtn raise with you azain
L comgider majer
a subject thatdﬁgs heuungﬂof?@ncreaain# 1mpnrtancs{§p ne as I enter
the closing days of ny Ad:inistratinél
As I look bacik over my [ive years In office, I find that ono
endesavor overshadows all ‘those that have ealled ugon my time and
enerzy. Thils has bzen the search for peace. Central to it has
been our effort to provent tha spread of nuclear weapons. The
United States has assumed a speclal responsibllity for this en-
deayor. It 1s at the heart not only u} my oxn nation's sécurity

interests but also of the security of every nation in the world.

A=z you xnoy I &n personally deaply”énu-dtted to this tasik.

i
= Sk s i
5:-1.- NEA/IRI:WSterner:er:11/3/581 4523 HEA - Parker T. Hart
s %’ MEA/IAI - ¥r. Atherton NEA - Mr. Davies s/s -
= . ~SEaE .
—— Corraction; made on ariginar grasn MUST b& I'!'Il-l.'!i an Id\i: .m-d' -.-,-.r'har
D5-3272

flirsy work copies balsre delivery te Telecammurications Operations Division

PREEE;?.” e X

L .
1 E-w oy
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