INFORMATION

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
7:00 p. m.

Mr. Presidant:

Herewith, as requested, a copy of

Clark Clifford's press conference today.

W. W. Rostow
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started soon. I think he will continue to confer with the Saigon
Government until he reaches the conclusion as to whether he is
going to go with them or whether he shall go without them.

But I believe that that decision will.-have to be made. We
are still hopeful that it will be the former.

I must really go now. I have run 42 minutes,

I am off to Brussels on Wednesdaly morning. Then after I get
back from that, I will talk to Mr. Goulding and we will see when
would be an appropriate time to meet mgain. So you can save the

questions that you have and we will see if we can get to them
later.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, is there a transcript available of
that Nixon talk? Is there a transcript available that we could
get hold of?

SECRETARY CLIFFORD: Not that I know of.
THE PRESS: Thank you.

END ! (12:13 P.M. EST)
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INFORMATION

SECRET ) A
f/w r

Twseday, Novamber 12, 1968 -~ 6:00 p. m. ;

Mr. Presidest:

You may wish to note this memeon ol »
conversatisa betwesa Debryais and Gens on
November 8. Perhaps what Dobryain will be
lsaking for is any willlagness on yeur part to
preocesd before Janmary 20.

Ia addition, of course, ha will probs on

our preblems ia Saigen and the future of the
Paris talke.

In shert, I will require your clear guidance
before Thureday lunch.

'- 'I .l'.'.t“

BECLASSIFIED
E0. 1295 "u +.9
NSC Memo, 1730085 ‘-' L inehings

By 42 m'umu -’?’ff-"

WWRostow:rla
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poproved by; ,
J. P. walsh Memorandum of Conversation
11,/9/68 _
. " pATE: November 8, 1968

! ' Time: 1:00 pm

Place: Luncheon = Mr.
SUBJECT: Missile Talks and Aftermath c:f_ Rostow's office

Czechoslovakia

PARTICIPANTS: Under Secretary Eugene V. Rostow
Ambassador Anatoliy F. Dobrynin, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

At lunch on November 8 with Under Secretary Rostow, Dobrynin
raised question of missile talks. He said he thought it was up to
us to make the next move. The Soviet Union had taken two years to
reach the coaclusion that such talks were desirable. They could under-
stand the factors which led us to delay at this time. Ferhaps we
would decide to postpone the talks until after January 20. He simply
wanted to observe that the issue concérned the bilateral relations of-
the Soviet Union and the United States, and was important. 1If we
decided not to enter such talks, they would of course have to proceed
. with the further manufacture of missiles, relying primarily on the

advice of the scientists.

Rostow said that he wasn't working on the problem himself, but
he thought a better climate for such talks might well be created
after Czechoslovakia if anxiety subsided in Central Europe, and the
two governments cooperated in bringing about peace in Viet-Nam
and the Middle East. ,

Dobrynin asked what we thought of the situation in Europe.
Rostow said we had noted the absence of trouble in Berlin. Dobrynin
sald he thought the government had decided not to aect in the face
of the "provocation" in Berlin in order not to spoil the atmosphere
of the Viet-Nam talks, but that policy was not changed., Rostow said
there was nothing provocative about a party congress in Berlin. It
fitted well inside the pattern of the past usage. Dobrynin commented
that if we were testing Soviet intentions in Berlin, we should draw
no inferences from the absence of response in this case, Their policy
was unchanged. '

%&T[PH:EvRostow:emb

{Drafting Ofice and Ofices)

" —BECRET/ EXBIS—
FORM po
=_“M 1354

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Seq. 3.5
State Dept. Guidelinas

Ei’%_, NARA, Dam__?_"ffi .






ACTION

Tussday, November 12, 1968 -~ 5:30 p.m.,

Mr. Prealdant:

Cel. Hayweed Smith suggested -- and [
stromgly suppert -- a letter of this kind for
Beb Glnsburgh's flie.

The referesnce teo his "transitienal” rele as
Armed Ferces Alde is impeortant for the vecerd,

slace there is Fuase feeling in the Alr Force that
he was "fired" f{rem that pest.

W. W. Restow

WWRostow:rin
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Dear Gensral McCoanell:

I woyld like to bring to your atteation the cutstanding and
elfective manner in which Brigadier General Robert N.
Ginsburgh has served me and the membars of my staff
the past two and a half years here in the White House.

the National itity Couneil staff, and the staff of the
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, He is a valued member

Staff, he has been especially useful in lps:
views of the Jeint Chiefs of Staff were kngwn and understood
in the White House. He has performed with g distinction

and most recently the cessation of boobing of v Vietaam,

In addition, and deserving of special mentlon, was
willingness to step in and assume the additional role of
Armed Forces Aide during the transitional phase of that
position. He brought to that job the skillful ability and ag
sive leadership so characteristic of this cutstanding officer.



Gensral Ginsburgh is a credit to the Armed Forces of the
Usnited States, and has rendered faithful and loyal service

te his Commander in Chief. He is well qualified for any
pesition of great responsibility, and | recommend him highly
foer presotion to major general ahead of his conten.poraries
as soom as he meets the eligibility requirements for time in
grads,

With all best

Gessral John F. McConnall
Chiaf of Staf{, United States Alr Foree
Departsient of the Alr Force
Washiagton, D. C.



INFORMATION

SEGRET \/ -

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
5:20 p. m.

Mr. President:

Herewith Gen. Abrams surveys
personally the DMZ and lesues tougher
orders.

W. W, Rost
oo DECLASSIFIED

Whita House Guidalines, Feb. 24, 1983

By_dﬁ__. NARA. Date ¥ =Z-%2,

WWRostow:rln
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I HaVE SPENT THE D-Y, 12 NOVEM3ER, IN THE DHZ AREA _;_;.;
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INFORMA TION

SECRET

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
4:50 p.m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith a request from Kiesinger,
via Lodge, that we call in the Russlana
and warn them in advance of a proposed
East German plan to interfere with
German civilian traffic to and from
Bearlin on November 15.

The mesaage has been repeated to
Sec. Rusk ln Brussels,

You may wish to get his view

promptly.
W, W, Rostow
B 19184
e SreRET DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec 3.4
L 14-191
By . NARA, Dae[:5:05

WWERostow:rln
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INFORMATION

CONFIEPENTIAL

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
4:45 p.m.

Mr. President:
Herewith evidence that our old

friend L.e Duc Tho will be returning
to Paris.

W. W. Rostow

Parls 23756

WWRostow:rln

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guldelines, Feb. 24, 18983

By A, NARA, Date



CreFIpEnTAL HCE3T3

FPAGE 21  PARIS 23756 122011 CERI 12 20 28 #Egﬁu
52
ACTION SS 7@
INFO CIAE 208,550 @O,NSCE 00,/2780 W
el R .. E 1 193 I

P 1218382 NOV &8

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS

T0 SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8033
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON PRIORITY

L—O0-HF—+bEN1-1-A L PARIS 25756

LIMDIS 2 T

SUBJ: LE DUC THO'S RETURN TO PARIS

l» QUAIS CHIEF INDOCHINA AFFAIRS, DELAHAYE, CALLED IN EMBOFF
OV 12 TO TELL HIM THAT LE DUC THO WILL BE RETURNING TO PARIS
"SHORTLY."™ DELAHAYE SAID THAT FRENCH MISSION IN HANOI GAVE

LE DUC THO AND PARTY OF 9 ENTRY VISAS OVER WEEKEND AND WAS TOLD
THAT LE DUC THO WILL BE RETURNING FRENCH CAPITAL “SHORTLY".

2, LE DUC THO WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY FOLLOWING FOUR VIETNAMESE
WHO CARRY DIPLOMATIC PASSPORTS:

AM PHAM HIEN

B. PHAM THE DONG

C. NGUYEN HUU THONG
D. TRAN HOAN

1., IN ADDITION, FOLLOWING FIVE VIETNAMESE CARRYING REGULAR
PASSPORTS HAVE ASKED FOR FRENCH ENTRY VISAS AND PRESUMABLY
WILL BE ACCOMPANYING LE DUC THO:

A. VU VAN THUAN
Bs NGUYEN VAN CA
C. NGO VAN NGON
D. VU RUANG VINH
E. LE DOAN CHUC

4. BOTH HIEN AND HOAN ARE DRV DELEGATION MEMBERS WHO
PRESUMABLY ACCOMPANIED THO ON HIS RETURN TO HANOI IN OCTOBER.

—OeWFIDENTAL DECLASSIFIED
Authocity 71 & 9/ 772

By.ds/ic.. NARA, Dae -4 -2

—TOMFIERTIAL
PAGE @2 PARIS 23756 1228117
GP-3 SHRIVER



INFORMATION

FoP-SEeRET--SENSITIVE

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
4:40 p. m.

Mr. Presldent:

S ——
after Bul Diem left

indicating that, perhaps, Dirksen
didn't complete the job and that Thieu
retains an interest in the U, S, domestic
political scene.

W. W. Rostow

FOP-SECRET«-SENSITIVE

WWRostow:rln
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INFORMATION

—SBERET—

Tuesday, November 12, 1968 -- 4:30 pm

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith an Interesting | |
conversation with Ky.

Ky proposes a your-side our-side formula
In which'our side '"would be a matter for

negotiation between the GVN and the U, 5,
government" without settling the question of

W ey, [

On the substance of GVN objectives L]
Ky is very sensible and envisages == as do all
other senslble South Vietnamese -- bllataral
GVMN=-NLF talks outside the conference room.

If, ln fact, Ky backe thie view with Thieu
and helps Thieu take the political burden of It,
we might be falkly close to an agreement --
assuming Sec. Clifford's arm twistlng In
public doesn't make excessive difficulty In
Saigon,

SANITIZED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4

W. W. Rostow Ny 250 3 )
By #hﬂ-"— . MNARA, Dare, .i!_.“m'._ ‘}3

—SECREL-

WWRostow:rln
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E.O. 13358, Sec. 3.4 12 NOVEMBER 1968
DATE

N 21513 g 32162 !

By gk, NARA, Dat= -9 PAGE 1 OF 7 PAGES ;
L 1.3(a)(4)
COUNTRY SOUTH VIETHAM o)

Dol 11 HOVEMBER 13&B
SUBJECT REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT KY DH THE PARIS )
TALKS IMPASSE AND SUGGESTIONS ON RESOLVING IT 3]
AcQ vietnan, sazcon |EEEEG— 3
D — ’
1.3(a)(4)
souRce e e s e
D
[ = N
R 4,
(SUMMARY: VICE PRESIDENT XY THINKS PRESIDENT THIEU HAD NO 9
CHOICE BUT TO TAKE A HARD STAND OF THE QUESTION OF GOVERHMEMNT 3
OF VIETNAM (GVN) REPRESENTATION AT THE PARIS TALKS. OTHERWISE
%
THIEU'S ADMINISTRATION WOULD HAVE BEEN POPULARLY REGARDED AS
A U.S. PUPPET. KY BELIEVES THAT THE AMERICANS WERE OVERLY et
RICID DURING THE PRE-BSOMBING HALT WEGOTIATIONS AND FAILED TO
(29
* -
RECCGHIZE VIETNAMESE SENSITIVITIES. THE IMPASSE MUST NOT BE =
[ &
ALLOYVED TO CONTINUZ OR THE GUN/U.S. RUPTURE TC WIDEM AND HE WILL ,:E
' [ S
=
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ACTr Mr—Rostow

Uz
_'___,..—F"'

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
i 62 2787

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT B

SUBJECT: Birthday Greetings for King Hussein y Flaca.

State recommends the following greeting for Hussein's Birthday
Novamber 14:

"On this your thirty-third birthday, I send Your Majesty
our best wishes. Though young in ysars, you are old in
the wisdom of leadership. While I am mindful of the
difficulties that beset your country, I am confident that
Jordan under your couragecus guidance will find during
the coming year the peace and justice that we mutually
seek. "

This ls a nice gesture in any case, but Hussein needs all the
encouragemant this sort of personal attention can give him. I recommend
you approve.

W. W. Bostow

Disapprove

Call mes



_'_._,..d-""
INFORMATION Qu-viy
els 10395
TOR SEGRET-SENSITIVE A o
A J
Tuesday, November 12, 1968 -- 2:55 p. m, hlri"Wr

Mr. President:

1.30a)(8)
as of today, ovember,
will constitute background for the reception of

Sec. Clifford's press conference.

|- sla)lH)

W. W. Rostow

S P-SEGRET=.SENSITIVE

WWEostow:rln
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INFORMATION
'___Em
Tuesday, November 12, 1968
1:10 p. m.

Mr, President:

As a result of the phone call you
directed me to make, Nitze released
the funds for the new munitons needed
to improve the efficlency of attacks on
transport in Laos.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow;rln
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. €. 20301

11 Mevember 1968

MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE RESEARCH
AND ENGINEERING

SUBJECT: Improved Munitions for COMMANDQO HUNT
Pursuant to the recommendations made in your memorandum

of 11 November 1968, I direct the releasc of deferred FY 1969
funds as follows:

1, CBU-54 £22,.0M
2, CBU-33 2 43, 9M
3. M1l17/Mk 84 Laser Bomb

Guidance Kits 15. 1M

4, BLU-63 Facilitation for
c 1 million boamblets
per month 2, 0M

Total $83. OM

1 understand you will. shortly give me your recommendation

with respect to the SUU-23 gun pod, r‘
L]
:F: ’ e
M-Q “Tﬂ'i .’l“v"uﬂ‘ A

Copy to:
The Assistant Secretary of Defense
{Comptroller)

DECLASSIFIED
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AC 7 /on

Tuesday, Nevember 12, 1968

MR. PRESIDENT:

President Leone of Italy has sent
you a messaje sxprassing his satisfac-
tion and that of the Italian Government
at your decision to suspemd bombing
in North Vietmam.

A suggested reply is attached.

W. W. Rastow

Approvs
Disapprove

Call me

5y

F'E'p.."
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AMEASCIATA D'ITALIA

WASHINGTON, D. C.

November 1, 1968

My dear Ambassador:

I have the honor to ask you to convey to
President Johnson the following message from the Hon.
Giovanni Leone, President of the Council of liinisters

of the Republic of Italy:

"I wish to express to you, lMr. President,
the deepest satisfaction of the Government of
Italy, and mine personal, for your decision to
sugpend the bombardment of liorth Vietnam, trust-

__"_1EEFEHat it wiii be af aﬁhil in éccelarating the

__peace negotiations, towards the realization of

which Italy has constantly contributed, within
the limits of its possibilities, with conviection
and determination.

~—==— QGiovanni Leone

President of the Council
of Hinisters of Italy"

Please accept, my dear Ambassador, the expression

of my hizhest consideration.

e,

Egidio Ortona
Ambassador of Italy



INFORMA TION

SECRET

Tuesday, November 12, 1968
1:05 p.m.

Mr. Prasldant:

Herewlith Gen, Wheeler's report
of his talk yesterday with Gen. Elsenhower.

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow:rln

White House Guldalines, Feb. 24, 1953
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TH GENERAL WHEELER Cjcs Toy, BRUSSELS EO. 12958, See. 3.9

TD SECRETARY CLIFFORD DOD, WASHINGTON OC NSC Memo, 1730795, State Dept. Guidetine
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SETCTRET-BRU/1168/ EYES ONLY

i HBEGINNINE AT |60F HOURS || NOVEMBER, 1 MET WITH
GENERAL CISENHOWER FOR FIEFTY MINUTES. HE 'ﬁ: ALERT, ]MNTERE STFD
IV CURRENT EVENTS, AND APPEARED RELAYED AMD COMFORTABLE.

2. AT WIS REGQUEST 1 REVIEWED THE STATUS OF THE VIETNMM
SITUATIGN, I CAOVERED THE SALIENT. POINTS-QF .THE HARRIAMM/
VANCE DEALINGS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. RELAESENTATIVES IN
PARTS, BUUKER'S MEETIN &5 WITH THIEV, THE " WITHOUT FOUNDATIoN
RESFOMNIE OF THE SOVIETS, THE §E.UEM1. MEETIKGS AF THE PRESIDENT
ON-14 "BCTOPER WITH HIS ADVISORS . TO INCLUDE THE JC5, “THE MEETINGS
WITR-GEVERAL ABRAMSE AMND THE PRESENT STATE OF PLAY IN SALGONM,

T ALSO SET FORTH THE MLLITARY SITUATLON, INCLUDING ATTACKS BY

FIRE FROM THE DMZ AND AGAINST PSPULATION CENTERS MID AERIAL

RECONNAISSANCE OVER NVM,  GENERAL EISENHOWER CORWEWTED THAT

KNOWLEDGE OF ENEMY MILITARY ACTIONS IN SUCH A SITUATION IS

VITAL, AND THATHWE MUsT. CANTIMUE OUR ATR RECONWATSSANCE OVER
KVR A5 REQUIRED 8Y THE SECURITY &F OUR. PORCES,

- TR 1 Tm.n ME THAT THE ANKDUNCEMENT DOF THE RAMBING HALT
6 S00N REFORE THE. ELECTION HWAD. CAUSED GREAT CAMCERM -IN HIS
PARTY. ME MAD REEN URSED TD MAKE A STRONG STATEFS®T} THIS HE
HAD RESISTEC AND, 1IN THE END, WE. HAD MADE AN mn‘acuuus STATEMENT.
ALTAOUGH HE MAY IDISAGREE ON DOMESTIC ISSUES, WE HAS SUPPORTLD
THE FHESIDEH’T'; FOREIGN POLICY. T REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO
POLITICAL BASIS FOR THE TIMINGE OF THE CESSATION QF BonpINg IW
ACTUALITY, THE TIMING WAD DEPEVDED ON WHEV TNE NORTH VIETNSMESE
WauLD EHH TO THE THRER CRITICAL TSAUVES PUT. FORWARD WY usS,
EHEIB._,EHEHM&FFHE!D SATISPIEC WITH THE RATIONALE 1
PRESENTED,

“&. A% I TOGK MY DEPARTURE, GENERAL EISENNOWER EXPRESSED
APPRECTIATIAN FOR ™Y VISIT MWD REGVESTED THAT I COME TO SEE HIM
ON MY RETURMN FRJIM THE NATOD MEET INGS.

550 NOTE: PRECEDENCE FOR TRANSMI1SS JON ONLY
o DELIVER QURING DUTY HOURS (2 NOV

4s5p
greRE— TS oy
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BRIEFING MEMO =l

O b

Tuasday, Novembar 12, 1968 -- 12:15 p. m.
Mir. President:

Hars ars my suggesied answers te Ted Ssll's questions, for your 6:00 p.m3
masting teday.

Since President Jehasen has bees la the White House, there has haver
beea any preblem of keepiag the military "under ceatrel.” The businses of the
military "gelag thrsugh the back desr” la a thing of the past. Gen. Whaslar's
regular sttendance at the Teasday lunch is a symbel of the direct, regular
caamunication batwean the military and the Presideat. This dess set mean
that the military has always agresd with Presideatial decisioas, but Ia
Presldent Johnsea's tima,; at lsast, they have always had a full hearing and
leyally carried out what the Presideat decided, receguising that the Presldent's
respaasibliitiss are wider than thalrs -- and sverridiag.

Thara have basa areas of disagrsamant. Cssarally apsaking, ths
military had wanted to wse mors power, sarller and fastar. They may have
beea right. DBut the President had ether considerations to think of. The
Prasldenat slons can weigh the diplematic risks and the risks of a wider war in
s nuclear age. When the military knew that thil”/AN%esn considered, there
was naver any questisa of thelr leyally carrying out declsions which may have
beea centrary to their viaws.

On the bambing cessatisn, incidentally, tiere was no difference of
opinlen. Military sdvice was snanimous to go ahesd with it. Ths Preasidest
is both judge and lander, but sspacially a lsader.

Uslfermed military have & vary clear understandiag of this war. They
are {irst is schkaowliedge that this kind of war cannet be won by milliary means
alass. On the other hand, they have saver agresd with the popular myth that
this war can't be won, They recommended bamblag cessation because they
would prefer te ses the war won with lsss bleadshad at the nagetistiag tabls.
But they know you can't win at the table unless you have the abllity to wia
evaatually on the field of battls If the war continees.

The JCS have naver falt it necessary to iaveks statutery privilags. Oa
sccasion, the JCS have asked that views be brought te the Presideat's atieatlan;
for axample:

== Views an strategic missile talks, which they suppsrted; and
== VYiaws on defsnding Khe Sanh, which thay suppertad.
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—SETRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

Tueaday, November 12, 1968 . Y

11:10 ) '
: *-m-.. { P
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Mr. President:

You will wish to read thls extremely
thoughtful and interesting assessment of
Hanol's strategy, with recommendations
for cur own strategy from Bunker.

W. W. Rostow

Salgon 42463 (2 sections)

—SECRET/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Nij 757
By i, NARA, Date 22273

WWRostow:rln
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FMi AMEMBASSY SAIGON

TO RUZHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4251 ' :
INFO RUFNCR/AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 2859 -

g;n'rls: GRNC DECLASS
S—ECRET SECTION | OF 2 SAIGON 42463 Aunthority 72 ¢ F7-72

By.L4/ice. NARA, Dace 22325

SUBJECT: AN INTERPRETATION OF HANOI'S FUTURE STRATEGY.

NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS

1. IT IS.IMPORTANT.THAT.WASHINGTON,—PARIS,-AND SAIGON 3¢ TRY
TO .ARRIVE AT—-A-CONSENSUS OF WHY HAMOI ACCEPTED OUR TERMS FOR THE
‘fIDER HEGOTIATIONS, SINCE OUR STRATEGY.IN THE INITIAL PHASES OF =
THE HEH TALKS WILL BE AFFECTED BY THE ASSUMPTIONS WE MAKE _ON
IHIS SCORE, THIS I5_THE CASE WHETHER.THE GVN JOINS US_SO0MN,

a@& WE_HOPE, OR WHETHER WE ARE FORCED IN THE END TO BEGIN THE
IALKS ON _OUR OWN, I THEREFORE WISH TO INITIATE AN EXCHANGE ON
THIS SUBJECT AND ADVANCE THE FOLLOWING THESIS,

2+ HANQLI-WAS AWARE-THAT-THE WAR HAD BECOME VERY UNPOPULAR
Iﬂ_IHE_HﬂITED STATES AND THAT SUPPORT HAS BEEN ERODING AT A RAPID
% Jh&tE:LHnHDI PERCEIVED THAT NEITHER THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NOR THE
CONGRESS WILL SUPPORT AN INDEFINITE CONTIUATION OF THE WAR WITHOUT
HOPE OF A FORESEFADLE END, AND THAT 1969 wOULD DE THF CIRTICIAL
YEAR FOR AN AMERTCAN DECISION ON THF walt., MANOT WAS MINDFIN.
THAT CONCERN WITH DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND DISILLUSTONMENT WITH
FOREIGN INTERVENTION ARE MOUNTING RAPIDLY IN THE UNITED STATES,
HANOI SAW CERTAIN PARALLELS BETWEEN THE GROWING AMERICAN
FRUSTRATION AND DISILLUSIONMENT WITH THE WAR AND THOSE WHICH
LED THE FRENCH GOVERNMERT TO DISENGAGE IN 1954,

5. THEREFORE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REQUIRE AN ANSWER:

A. WHY THEN DID HANOI-NOT PERSIST-IN-ITS-POLICIES IN
THE sxF-Emr:mr THAT THE EROSION OF OUR COMMITMENT WOULD
CONTINUE"TO THE POINT THAT.WE-WOULD-THROW IN THE TOWEL?
B. WHY DID MANOI. ACCEDE.TO0.OUR TERMS AND MAKE. ITS
CONCESSIONG PRECISELY AT THE TIME- IT DID?

4., I VENTURE THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS TO THESE .TWO-RELATED_ QUESTIONS:
~—SEGRET
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Tussday, November 12, 1968 - // <° ~/

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Attached is Secretary Rusk's memorandum
recommending that you receive Dutch Foreign Minister
Luns for a brief farewell call; he will be in Washington
November 29 - noon December 2.

Luns has asked to see you to say good-bye and to
give you a gift on bebalf of the government and people
of the Netherlands,

Luns bas besn Foreiga Minister for fifteen years.
He is a good friend and a faithful ally.

I recommend you see Lans.

W. W, Rostow

Approvs
Disapprove

Call me

JEN:mm
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—SEGRET-

Tussday, November 12, 1968
10:10 a. m.

=
Mr. President: '

Herewith Kosygin, via McNamara,

sends 2 signal that he is otil]l very much
interested in the missile talks.

W. W. Rostow

Moscow 6409

DECLASSIFIED
Whita House Guidaelines, Fab. 24, 1883
By 22/  NARA Date ¥-/0-77
—SECRET S

WWwRostow:rln
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ACTION SS 3p :
INFO SSO @2,NSCE 00,CCO 82,/230 W ; £
e e e CE 207991 £
0 1l2e28l NOv &8 \
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW i
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 39j DECLASSIFIED :
ELS MR AR ME 281 E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 | X
4 TR E T MOSCOW 6409 _ State Dept. Guidelines |

B:r..fg__‘ NARA, Daie_o2 7§-#4
EXDIs

SUBJECT® MCN 2KOSYG LN CONVERSATION_ .. ‘jﬁ

I+ KORNIENKD, CHIEF USA SECTION MFA, CALLED ME EARLY NOVEMEER
J1 TO SAY THAT KOSYGINs INFORMED OF MCNAMARA'S BRIEF VISIT S
TO MOSCOW ENROUTE AFGHANISTAN AND RECALLING THEIR MEETING ¢

i e |
AT GLASBORO. WOULD BE PLEASED TO RECEIVE MIM AT KREMLIN OFFICE r
SAME' AFTERNOON KORNIENKOZIND[CATER HEZAWAREZHENAHARAZON = |
SIRLCTLY PRIVATE VISIT-AS TOURIST. - =¥ |

- E L]
2+ ALTHOUGH THIS UNSOLICITED INVITATION CAME AS A SURPREEEL I i
IT WAS EVIDENT THAT 1T.COULD-NOT-BE-REJECTED WITHOUT-SERTO{S
*iHELﬂH#TIE—HEFEREUSEIENS-"HEET[NG TOOK PLACE [N KDSYGIN'S
FFICE AND LASTED Fﬂﬂ“nﬂiaEgusuﬁﬂnhﬂgﬁilzﬂlig_HLHuTEE._5551u53
PRINCIPALS» AN INTERPRETER, A SOVIET NOTE«TAKERs KORNIENKD
AMD' I ATTEMDED i )

-
3+ AFTER PLEASANTRIES, KOSYGIN, WHO APPEARED RELAXED AND
CONSIDERABLY MORE AT EASE THAN MCMAMARA HAD REMEMBERED HIM
AT GLASSBORO, INTRQUDUCED, SUBJECT OF -VEETNAM-MCNAMARAS
DLSCLAIMING COMPETENCE ON THIS QUESTION SINCE HIS DEPARTURE

OM _GOVERNMENT. COUNTERED BY INTRODUCING AS TOPIC HIS:
CONTINUING INTEREST [N MOVING TOWARD MEANINGFUL .NEGOTIATIONS

“ON"TIMITATION AND REDUCTION OF STRATEGIC AND OTHER ARMS.

AT _LEAST HALF OF SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATLON REVOLVED ABOUT THIs

JJOPTC

4+ KOSYGIN IMMEDIATELY INGUIRED AS TO POSITION OF PRESIDENT-

ELECT NIXON ON MISSILE TALKSs HE THEN WENT_ON_TO SAY_THAT USSR
ADHERES TO LI5eFORMER IREAD"PRE-TZECHOSLOVAKTA) PoSITION THAT

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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ACTION

SEGRET
Tuesday, Novemnber 12, 1968 -- 10:05 a, m,
Mr. President:
Hdrewith Ellsworth Bunker suggests that
he might drop the weekly cable report and

substitute for it special reporting on particular
lesues,

W. W. Rostow
Keep weekly report
Substitute special reports
at opportune times

Call me

Saigon 491 (CAS channels)

DECLASSIFIED

Whhes Housa Guidalinos, Feb. 24, 1983

Byl NARA, Date E_ZZ2

WWERostow:rln
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TO THE WHITE HEUSE,‘ETIS UHLT H.ILT HEIETEII-E"

o AT £ o :i "‘ N AT ‘_ ﬂr

1. AS YOU KNOW, MY LAST WEEKLY MESEnE" 'm “THE PRESIDENT, THE - - -
SEVENTY-SECOND, ¥AS FORWARDED ON OCTOBER 3g. 'SINCE THEN, MY TIME .mm
ENERGIES KAVE BEEN CONCENTRATED ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH THIEU AND COMPANY .~
RELATIVE TO THE PARIS TALKS AND OUR EFFORTS TO BRING THEM ON EOARD. I - '
THINK WE SHALL EVENTUALLY SUCCEED ALTHOUGH IT-MAY TAKE A LITTLE TIME. - .-
IT IS ALSO TAKING A GREAT AMOUNT OF EFFORT ns JHELL AS TIﬁE, JQ THE oo i
EXCLUSION OF MUCH ELSE. : : Tl o A e L N Byt LT TN

2. - YCU WILL RECALL T}'n'r EY LAST FESSACE DEALT VITH METTER“ HhIL‘.H
WE THOUGKT IT OF PARANOUNT I¥PORTANCE TO PUSH DURING THE LAST | :

UARTER OF THE YEAR UNTIL TET AT THE END OF JANUARY. . THE Mmm
nm: PACIFICATION CFFENSIVES ARE OFF TO A B0OD START AND ON SCHEDULE, = :
BUT I HAVE NOT FELT THAT TMERE W¥AS MUCH OCRE OF SIGNIFICANCE TO EEPDRT,-,,-_.J
NUCE OF THE GUN IS CONCENTRATING 0N THE PROZLEX OF THE PARIS ‘TALKS. ™ "1™

3. IN RESPECT TO THE PARIS TALKS AND QIR EFFDHIS TO GET _THE GVN - /o .'-

L
e o .
R A L
- i ot

ON BOARD ALL OF THE DEVELOPMENTS HERE RESARDING THE PROBLELS WE HKAVE ~ T /-
ENCOUNTERSD HAVE BEEN FULLY REPORTED, .CONSEQUENTLY, -1 WOULD naauzsw
THE PRESIDENT' S FOREBEARANCE IN TRANSKITTING THE NEXT WEEKLY. . il
NESSAGE UNTIL THERE IS MORE OF SIGNIFICANCE TO REFORT ABOUT nEuELnF- T
MENTS IN OTHER DIRECTIONS, I WILL, <> Mty LR R ot ,L.ft :
OF COURSE, BE_GUIDED-ENTIRELY BY THE PRESIDENT® S HISHES. BUT I WONDER i
.ll..g_%j.him ~1T.-MIGHT" NOT' SERVE ‘HIS--PURPOSE-BETTER,-IF -IN-THE_FUTURE . B /s
. INSTEAD OF mﬂm; TO MAXE REGULAR WEEKLY-REPORES,-1-REPORTED TO HIM CN J§70. 7 -
,_?.nTTEFS HHIGH anSIDEﬂED 10 Bz OF msT EIEHIFIGHHEE AHD “.q'r RELEUHH? & R
INES. I ReId ~ENA TfE s B
;: " ];.._. e
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EYES ONLY Tueaday, November 12, 1968

kr. Prealdant:

(via Jim Jones)

These neow times on the gentloman in Albuguerque on November Z
suggest he had ample time to make the telaphens calls to the Lady and
Sacretary Rusk while in Albugusrqus, befere departing for Tamas.

FEl reperts:
LI5S P, M, EST == arrived Allmquerque Alrport
145 P, M. EST -- departed sirpert for Highland High School

3:15 P. M. EST -- departed Highland High School for the
alrpert

MM P.M. EST =« arrived at airpert
4:00 P. M. -- aircrait departad far Texas

The pheae call to the Lady was at 1:4l p. m. EST and to Secretary Rusk
at 1:55 p.m. EST.

W. W. Rostow

WWER:rlm:amc
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ACTION

Tueeday, November 12, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 4 »
; FASF i &

J_J’_ - L

SUBJECT: Birthday greetings to the Kiag of Laos [a)
There follows a suggested text of a message from you to the King of Laos
on the cccasion of his 6lst birthday:

"His Excellancy

King Savang Vatthana

Vientiane, Laos

"Your Excelleacy:

"On this bappy occasion I extend te you my cordial

wishes for many more birthdays in good health and

prosperity. Om behalf of the Amarican peopls, I wish

to assure your Majesty of our constant hope that your

Kingdom and your psople may retura to a life of peace

and tranquility. %
M" ’

Lyndon B. Johnson"
1 recommend you approve the message.

W, W. Rostow

Approve

Disapprove

Call me

STATE:MWright:wpt



Tusaday, November 12, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

The following is Jean Monnet's warm reply to the message
you sent him om his eightieth birthday (Tab A):

"Dear Mr, Presideat: g,
f‘ﬁ,.r.z* !L;)J
Your good wishes have brought me your
friendship and have proved to me once again your
concarn for the task which is 80 vital to ©s all --
the union of Europe.

I am convinced that when Eurcpe at last united
and your great country can work together as equals,
peace of the world which is our commeon goal will be
assured,

Your words are a great encouragement for me
and for those who are striviag with me for a united
Europe. Once again I thank you Mr. Presideat.

1 bope to have the pleaswurs of sesing you soon in
Washington.

Please present my respectful greetings to
Mrs. Johnsom and believe me
Yours with warmest and sincere respect.

Jean Monnet"

W. W. Rostow

P
JENM;mmm





https://progre.as

—CONFIDENTIAL==ETES ONLY

Moaday, Nevember lI, 1968 -- 4:50 p.m.

Mr. President:

Sec. Rusk just callad, Cabet Ledge is in Loaden, Sec, Rusk plams to
see him Wedsesday moeralag In Brusssls. He will tell no one alse In the
State Department abeut this peseibllity. If he decide the arrangement is
werkable, se far as Boan ls concerned, he will let me know, I shall
inform you. Only then will we tell Nick Katseabach, etc., over at State,
just before a public announcement -- If you preceed with the arrangemaent,

Sec. Rusk's view is that Ledge should not be withdrawa from the pest
at this tims, but simply wadertake a temporary assigamest la Washiagten
while retalslag the pest fsrmally.

W. W, Restew

MECTASTFRT)
e ?E‘Lq ‘?_é_-t.?_s_.__.__._n
£, NaiA, Dae L8277
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INFORMATION

—TOP SECRET8NEITIVE
Menday, Nevember 11, 1968 -- 12:45 p. m.

Mr. President:
With respect to your questions on the DMZ;

== On Octsber 23, in answer to your question, Gensral Memyer sald
be thought the ssemy might de & cortala amount of desultary shelling
across the DMZ to remind us thay are thore, but nothing liks the attacks
agaiast Con Thien or Gle Linh whare hundreds of shells were fired {rem

or across the DMZ at our mena.
He repsatad: I balleve the threat of vialation is whelly acceptabls.

Attached is General Abrams' message on the rules of engagemesnt be
requasted. (Tab A)

At Tab B ls yesterday's eparaticnal lntelligence summary indicating
§ succassive days witheut snamy activity ia the DM Z.

W. W, Raslaow

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.
NH___9/-S7¢
By-4a02, NARA, Dare 22-9 3

WWRostow:;rin
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(10/88/68) &7,

—
We have, of course, been examining this latest move of Hanoi and

the Soviets from every conceivable point of view,

It is impossible to say in advance whether Hanol wants seriously to
negotiate a compromise, or is using this latest move only as a means of
getting the bombing stopped knowing that it will be difficult to resume later,
either by the President or his successor, One can argue that Hanol may
have both these objectives in mind, and they will move in whichever direction
they think holds out the greatest hope of gain for them.

We fhink Hanoi's decision to agree to the GVN entering the discussions
is of the greatest significance. It suggests that Hanoi has abandoned all
hope of a military victory or of a unilateral U, 5, withdrawal by the naxt
Administration. If this is so, Hanoci's alternatives are to try to negotizate

‘.= settlement on « basis most favorable to them, or to return to pretractad
puerrilla warfare. On balance we think that at the outset, a2t least, Hanel
will enter these negotiations with serious purpose.

We think their negofiating objectives will be:

a. cease-fire in place;
b, mutual withdrawal of foreces; and
c. coalition government,

We think they will put these forward early in the negotiations, All thres
are simple conceptions with strong propaganda features from theirspoint
of view, and each is designed to give us trouble, Since we are not going to
agree on simple conceptions such as these, we must expect extendad nagotiations
while we hammer out solutions which are acceptable to us and the GVN, We will
be working up proposals to handle each of these,

Our relative bargaining positions, assuming the wider talks startin a
week or so, will be important, Both our short-and long-term bargaining
positions are strong, The VC/NVA can do little damage with their regular
forces ‘during the next two or three months which they need for rest and
resupply. As for the long term, Hanoi threw everything they could into this
year's offensives, and failed, We do not see how they can make a greater
effort or even a comparable one again,

On the other hand, they are strongly entrenchad in the VC-controllad
areas, where they control zbout 3700 hamlets, and another 3900 hamlets
are contested, We will have to pay a price to extend our power into these
areas, for the VC are good at guerrilla and irregular force fighting on their
home grounds, Howsaver, it is what we must now do, Fighting dafensively,

_ they will try to make any extension of cur control as costly as possible for us,
This is wharea they will concentrate thair military effort a3 the wider n2zo-
tiations start, As we push against tham in these areas, which we meaan
to do, thay will resist and thare will ba heavy fighting of the ambuzh and

et 1}
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SOUTHEAST ASIA

Ground tactical activity in South Vietnam continued
at a moderate level yesterday, with the enemy's main tactie
being continued harassing attacks by fire against fixed
positions.

EQUTH VIETHAM
Bz
Yesterday was the fifth successive day without
reported enemy activity in the Demilitarized Zone.

- y CITIES RWD URBAN AREAS

My Trang hamlet, 28 mlles socuth-southeast of Quang
Hgai City, recelved five rounds of 60-mm mortars and 20
i rounds of antitank grenades on 8 November. Mo repork of
"friendly casualties or material damage has been received.

Lac Nghiep hamlet, 16 miles southwest of Phan Rang
in Ninh Thuan Province, received a 2-hour night attack by the
intensive small-arms and antitank rocket fire from an enemy
company. One Regional Force (RF) soldier died in the success-
ful defense of the hamlet. The RF troops were supported by
Us AC-47s and a Swift boat,

Ten mortar rounds which impacted on Long Dinh
District town yesterday wounded two Popular Force personnel,
. The attack by fire, 9 miles west=-northwest of My Tho in the
. Mekong Delta, did no reported damage to structures. There
were no known enemy casualties as a result of Scuth Viet-
namese countermertar Ei;e.

Three South Vietnamesse soldiers, two women, and
five children were wounded by two 75-mm recoillaess rifle
rounds which fell on Can Tho in the Mskong Delta late
yesterday. Two houses received light damage. Counterbattary
and suppressive fire was delivared on the suspescted enemy gun

SEE : position by artillery, helicopter gunships, and AC-47s. Results

are unreported.
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Killed

Wounded Yot Hosp
Wounded Hosp
Captured
Missing

Y SOUTH VIETNAN

Killed
Wounded
Miss!ing/Captured

‘| OTHER ALLIED

Killed
Wounded :
Missipng/Captured

| vzer CONG/NVA

- Klled”
Wounded

1 WEAPONS SEIZED

Individual =
Crew Served

CLASSIFIED
12355, Sec 33 - °
emo, Jan, 5, 1988

MILITARY CASUALTIES AMD ENEMY WEAPONS

e mmw—s e w

SEI2ED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

RL
24 Hrs
Ending
11 AM EST

9 Nov- 68

183
290

10 November 1848

}!.

" Qurrent Yeek
11 AM EST
Nov 08

Tﬁrough
11 AM EST

8 Noy 68,

167
£58
603
0
1

161 .

680
16

L=TF-.1- T

(3)®
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e. 0.8, Casualties occurring throughout Southeast Asia.
columns (2) through (5) are confirmed by Service Casualty Sections.
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-I-'hll figures in eolumn (1) and all but u.s. riguruu'lp column -(2) are -
unrefined battlefleld casualtles reported dally.

b. Figures in columns (3) through (5) are validated at least once each
week and represent casualtles reported during perlod Indicated.

U.3. flgures in

d. Includes estimated 10,000 political and impressed civilians’ (not
identified with EOB units) KIA during February 1968 Tet offensive.

e. Estimate based on 1.5 Wounded-to-Killed ratio.™
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~COMNFIDENTINL 12:45 Py -- Monday,
Novembear 11, 1968

- ""'Md
Mr. President: !

The NPT ls urgent because delay is strengthening the forces
opposed to the Treaty in Israel, India, Japan, and Germany;

-~ the failure of the Senate to act on the NPT is denylng
us nagotiating leverags; for example, with respect to the
Israel Phantom deal, the India food deal, etc.

It must be underlined that intelligence luu:rl:n-' suggest that

some potential nuclear powers are moving forward to the
nuclear threshold quite rapidly. Delay is most dangerous.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5
NSC Memo, 1720743, State Dept, Guidelines

113-_?__ NARA, Dare_ 2 //1/#F
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-CONFIDENTIAL 12:15 PM -- Monday,
November 11, 1968

Mr, Pre sident:

Bob Komer received a telephone call from Saigon last night
saying that the October evaluation of pacification shows a 3%
increase in GVN control of population bringing the figure to
a new high of 69.8%.

This is due to the joint US-ARVN offensive in the countryside,
and especially improved performance by the KF/PF (Regional
and Popular forces).

The figures are so good they are being checked on the computers
in Saigon.

W. W. Rostow

DECLAL ='"<IED
White House Gulcai'ras, Seb 24,1

E'r_.d'.?_, NARA, Date - 7-#7




SANTIZED -y Z

THE WHITE HOUSE

-\ WAIHINOGTOHN

w 11:35 AM == Mﬁndﬂy.
November 11, 1968

Mr, President:

3 This is a ﬂsmbqupnrt of Thieu's frame of mind after
It .JL‘.';} he saw Bunker on November 9 but before he got Dirksen's message
* of Saturday on Bunker's constructive proposals put to Thieu via the
Foreign Minister yesterday, Key passages marked. The most im-
portant are paragraphs 11-12, side-lined in red. After six months
of your - side - our - side it is, indeed, painful for Thieu to balk at

the hurdle now.

w,gﬁfﬁ stow

SAMITIZED
E.O. 12335, See. 3.4
Nij = T7%

By.4dg ., NARA, Dare &-8-93
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" NODIS HARVAM ‘ g 3
SUBJECT ¢ AMD _KITAHARA'S-NOVEMBER -9 CALL-ON-PRESIDENT-THIEYU™

|« FONOFF SEA BECTION CHIEF YANAI NHOV 11 CALLED IN EMBOFF AND READ
+ KITAHARA'S REPORT OF SUBJECT MEETING WITH PRES -THIEU, WHICH TODX
, PLACE 9 NOVEHBER [210=1:20 PM IMMEOIATELY AFTER AMB BUNKER LEFT
<PRES-THIEU . YANA1 READ TELEGRAW AT DICTATION BPEED AS FOLLOWSIR i

‘g, SUMMARY. THIEU-WAS-VERY ELOQUENT IN EXPRESSING HIS COMPLAINTS
[ .AGAINST USG. HE APPEALED FOR GOJ UNDERSTANDING OF DIFFICULTIES FAC
{HO GVH,-THIEU HAD AGITATED AIR THROUGHOUT CONVEASATION. XITAHARA'S
OENERAL IMPRESSION -WAS-THAT-I1T--WILL-BE-SOME-TIME BEFORE A BREAKw
b. .THROUGH TAKES _PLACE ON THE PROBLEM OPEN PARTICIPATION IN THE
CPARIS TALKS, KITAHARA SAID HE WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC REGARDING THE :
SOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEH ON THE BASIS OF MIS CONVERSATION WITH 3
"THIEU. EHD SUMHMARY . : i 2 |

3+ KITAMARA OPENEO THE INTERVIEW BY TAKING UP SEVEW POINTS: . |

: Lo -NVR_APPARENTLY SHIFTED 1TS SYRATEGY BY AOREEING T0 THE PAR1S -
. PEACE TALKS. THEREFORE, IN LIGHT OF THIS SITUATION GVN SHOULD ACT
' 10 TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS IN ANTICIPATION OF WHAT WILL FOLLOW,

" ¢, VHILE-GOJ UNDERSTANDS THAT GUN HAS SOME COMPLAINTS, IT BEe '
LIEVES THAT IT WOULD NOT BE BENEFICIAL FOR GVN TO GIVE IMPRESSION

. THEY. ARE BOYCOTTING THE PARIS TALKS, IF PRES, THIEU TAXES INTO .
" AGCOUNT THE MINUSES WHICH WOULD FOLLOW FROM BOYCOTTING HE wOULD :
| UNDOUBTEDLY COWCLUDE IT WOULD BE BEYTER FOR OVM TO ATTEHD THE i
E

i L o L b el o e BT pr

. =@

. PAR1S CONFEREHCE AND TO THERE MAKE CLEAR GVN POSITIONS,

. 3, VN WAR HAS PROGRESSED FROM THE'MILITARY STAGE TO A NEW STAGE
. WHERE -DIPLOMACY AND MILITARY OPERATIONS GO HAND IN MAND. KOW 18 i
THE RIGHT TIME FOR GVN TO LAUNCK A POLITICAL AND DIPLOHATIC OFFEN~
SIVE, IN THIS CONNECTION, OVN HAS THE SUPPORT OF MANY FRIENDLY &

~L E0.13526 56¢. 3.5
NLI D93 4a-a-13
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—SRCGRET/HARYAN DOUBLE PLUS
bsnday, Nevember 11, 1968 -~ 11:30 a. m.

Mr. Presidest:

Checking the chrenslegy cace mere, | found that one impertant
slamant is laft out:

== Your massage to Dobryaia, delivered oa the evealag of the 27th
of Octeber, by me; /. . )

~= Kseygia's reply te you -- giving assurances that our doubts were
"without foundatiea', on the 28th. / - . )

Beth are attached.

DECLASSIFIED

White .L!:':js: Guidelines, Fab. 24, 1983
By_s%s"  NARA Date 7-/6-97

W. W. Restow

WWHhostow:rla —SECREY/HARVAN DOUBLE PLUS
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-« MEMORANDI INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE ela
X)) WASHINOTOMN —
i

Sunday, October 27, 1968 -- 12 midnight

Mr, President:

With the indicated typographical changes, I gave the attached to
Dobrynin tonight, I told him they were rough notes and an oral commmunica-
tion, not in any sense formal governmental message, On the other hand,
he should understand that they accurately reflected how the President feels
at the moment.

I then explained bluntly the President's dilemma in having to take
such a major step at such a critical political period in the U,5. with nothing
more from Hanoi or Moscow than assent by silence, I indicated the
importance that the President attached to some positive indication from the
Soviet Union that there was reason to believe that it was Hanoi's intent to
honor the understanding on the DMZ and the cities. I said this was not a
matter of our forces being able to protect themselves, but it did relate to
the full consequences in the U,S., in Vietnam, and on the world scene of
our having to resume the bombing,

Dobrynin indicated that he understood the problem; that he did not
know what positively the authorities in Moscow might be able to say to the
President at this time, but he would solicit an early response, if a response
could be given,

Dobrynin then reviewed the time factor involved if we were to hold to
a first meeting on November 2.

I underlined the urgency of a response from Moscow, as he left,

w\,mélm

-
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An & 434/ October 27, 1968
? [ ]

Ty . NARA. Date 2227

The Prasldent has not made any declsalon on the dlscusslons and does
!

not Intend to do so until he haa talked to the leadershlp In Congress and
appropriate committees and to the candidates. He also deslres to have
whatever understanding ls reached carcfully evaluated by Amb, Bunker
and Gen. Abrams and expects to have thelr comments and recommendation
in conncction therewith. He I3 golng back to Amb., Harriman and Amb, Vance
tonight and urge them to make abundantly clear to the North Vietnamese the

T2F e stoad 72 Sonll Valiarsa B Ly npeoad
three polnts’ th-a—lwrtlﬁtﬂnamwm—bru:pactqﬁ to-be Tecelving-at-the

O e s T sy

fizst-meeting-on-Saturday. @nd that wu will expeet, while these dlscusslons

contlnue, that the DMZ and the cities will be reepected. He s very anxious

to have thls clearly and succlnctly repeated to the North Vietnamese so as

to avold any charge of daunptln; and any rlsk of mlsunderstandlng. Although

he does not expect them to agree thls ls a condition or reclprocal action, he

does expect them to understand that Gen., Abrams has been lssued rules of

engagement and that a fallure to respect either the DMZ or the citles, that

would. trigger retallation and disrupt the conference. The Presldent fcels

it I better thls understandiag take place ln advance before the bombing

stops rather than have It stop and start agaln because of alleged milsunderstanding.
In addition, the Preasldent, la spits of the Incldents arcund the 37-day

pause, deslres that your Government be ln.fo;*med of the assumptlon on which

he ls procceeding so ks to avold any deception or mlsunderatanding m—&o—d;:r‘?f

- i—raur government. Ha ls procesding oa these assumptions In the belief”

that Mr, Kosygln understands them and "has reaacn to belleve that If the

bomblag stopped productive dlacusszions could promptly follow, Of couraa
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(October 28, 1963)

40E
—

The progress made at the meetings in Paris between
representatives of the DRV and the United States on the halt of
the bombings of the DRV, on the opening of political negotiations
and on the participants of these negotiations, ls belng noted with
satisfaction in Maoscow,

The representatives of the United States in Parls have had
more than once an opportunity f_t_a get convinced in_f to become
sure of the seriousnoos of intentions of the Vietnamese side in the
search for mutually acceptable solutions. The Vietnamese leaders
have repeatedly tcld us as well about the sericusness of thelr
intentions. The most recent facts, in our view, convincingly prove,
that the Vietnamese sida Is doing everything possible to put an end
to the war in Vietnam and reach a peaceful ecttlement on the basls
of respect for the legitimate rights of the Vietnamese people.

In this connection, it scema to us that doubts with regard to
the position of the Vietnamese slde are without foundation (groundless).

Awcheity (N Leccliloerr
By Lo . NAKA. Dute 2257
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SECRET--EYES ONLY {f:_} dtrg_;
s f
Monday, November 11, 1968 i '}
10:90 a. m.

Mr. Presldent:

Herswith Sec. Rusk's draft -- should you
declde that a letéer from Nixoa will be halpful,

W. W, Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
Whits House Guidslines, Feb, 24, 1583

nyd.;r_,mnm_fﬁ—"_

SECRET-EYES ONLY

WWRostow:rln



) _hﬁb;.ssadﬂr In Washington, I hare Presldent Johnson's view that in

DECLASSIFED ; 4%

E.O. 12356. 5ec. 3.4
) - NP2 E="1% _’#’f
i f By 217 NARA, Dare HLE-95 ' g

Dear Presldent Thiou: _ :

| I look forwerd to workling closely with you and :,fuﬁr gwerhm-ant,
fol!ciwlm my Inauguration In Januery, to establish and hon::rra;'l:-le' and
vellable peace in Viet-Nam as soon as possible, -

President Johnson and Secretary Rusk have briefed me fully on

. the negotiations in Parls as well as on our conhsultations with the Govern~

ment of Viet-Nam. We gave particular attention to the dlscussions with

'j'nui; government from October 15 through the negotiation of the agreed

Jolnt Communtqua on October 26th and the problems ralsed on ynur
slde In connectlon with that agreament. ) .
I wish to urge you, with all posslble emphasls, quickly to resolve

 whatever problems may remaln In ;::r&er that your delegation may errive _

'in Parls promptly and come to grips with the central issues on whicha ==,

peace sottlomont depends. | _ i o
I fully share Pralsident Johnson's concern that any further delay

in the arrlval of your delegation in Paria could serl;ausly En'siangar public

support for our joint effort.amoﬁq the American people and thus endanger

t‘r'lﬁ struggle for the Independence and frecdom of South Viet-Nam In

which both our countrles have made large sacrifices.

Ag you know from the talk between Ssnator Dirksen and your

i b . —BESRET-
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SEGRET — 10:10. AM -- Monday,
November 11, 1968

Mr. Preaident:

Herewith the account of Bill Bundy's

talk with Bui Mem after the latter had
talked with Dirkesen and Thieu.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines, Fab. 24, 1583
H'r._.ﬂ'.ﬁ_.,. NARA, Date Y £5 3

SEGRET ATTACHMENT
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TopEL /9 23
NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS DECLASSIFIED
Authosity 22¢ G 7/~ 5/
PARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE o ggf' | . NARA, Date_{% 7

1. Ambassador Bui Diem called on Bundy at 10:00 a.m. November 10

to inform him that he had spoken by phone with President Thieu

at approximately 2:00 p,m, Saigon time (1:00 a.m. Washington

time). According to Diem purpose of call was to convey to his

President substance of message which he (Diem) had received
high-ranking HHEHEXEEEIHNNE

during course of November 9 from/spokesman for President-elect

Nixon:; that there was hiﬁartisan agreement that no coalition

government would be imposed on Viet=Nam and NLF would be not

given status as a separate entity in Paris. At same time,

Bui Piem had been cautioned that Congressional and public opinion

in US did not understand Saigon's refusal to go te Paris and as

consequence negatlve reaction was building which could create

e _J

— L q.r:la .
Braht B - 1 fel. Fax f rap Fanariusga sed Ll 11-#—"-'1-'
EAJVNTTRBuCke/pbd 11/10/68 | 4535 | oo eev. EA:WPBundy—
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Meaday, Nevember 11, 1968
10:10 a. m.,

Mr. Presideat:

Herewith a draft letter to Thlsu frem
Mr. Nimea.

W. ¥. Roatow

DECLASSIFIED
White House Guidelines, Feb. 24, 1983
By,44 . NARA, Date _to6-F3

WWRostow:rla
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DRAFT -- Novambaer 10, 198

Dear Presideat Thieu:

President Johusen and Secretary Rusk have now briefed me In
the greatest detall on the evolution of the megetiatiens in Paris over recent
meaths and on the consultations and negotiations with the Goveramant of
Vietnam and its comstitutional leaders. This review included sspecially
the diseussions and agresments with your governmeat frem October 15
thrsugh the megetiation of the draft jeint communiqus on Cctober 28 and
the subsequent withdrawal of your goveramant from that agreemast,

In the light of this knowledge, I wish te urge you, with all the
emphasis I can, quickly to resslve whatever problems may remain In
getilag your delegatioa to Paris and fiading ways, In collaboration with
the Ceverament of the United States, to come te grips prempily with the
substantive lasuss on which & peace settlement depends.

You sheuld know that I fully share President Johason's concern
that any further delay on thils matter could endanger public suppert for
the Government of Vietnam ia the United States and thus endanger the
struggle for the independence and freedem of South Vietmam and for a
stable and honorabls peace la Seutheast Asla.

As you know frem the talk batwesa Seaster Dirkeea and your
Ambassador In Washingtea, | share Presideat Jehnson's view that in the

Parls talks thare will be, frem our silde, no recegaition of the NLF as an

DECLASSIFIED
A ::thnr:r?i?f:f_ A A

By,{&,é‘;u NARA, Dawe F¥771






R :55 AM -- Monday,
November 11, 1968
Mr. President:

Herewith an account and map of the
DMZ incidents.

Vance has asked for a seasion with
Lam to protest.

Our men carried out counter-action.
with artillery fire and air strikes
as their standing orders permit.

W. W. Rostow

SECRETATTACHMENTS

DECLASSIFIED
E.Q. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Ny __9/- S5
m.&—ﬁm NARA, Dure £2%-9,




THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER

WASHINGTON, DS, EO30

MEMORANDRUM FOR RECORD

Subject:

DML Violations

10 November 1968
2200 EST

1. At 092130 EST, elements of the US 3d Marine Division
&t Con Thien (Point 1 on attached map) received 16 artillery
rounds (probable 75-mm pack howitzer fire) from one sus§ected

enemy location in the DMZ (Point 2) and one confirmed {

position (Point 3). After confirmation was made by observing

ring

muzzle flashes, a flight of two USMC A-4s flew air strikes -and
artillery fired counterbattory at the established target.

2. At 092200 EST, troops of the 3d Battalion, US 3d Marine
Regiment (Point 4) received a number of rocket rounds {rom a

suspected location in the DMI (Point §).

At 092220 EST, the

sam¢ element received cight 122-mm rockets from a confirmed
location in the DMI (Point 6).
battalion received a number of 122-mm rockets from an unknown

location.

these rocketings.
confirmed onemy rocket position (Point 6).

At 092320 EST, the same

Four Marines were killed and 41 were wounded in
Artillery fired counterbattery at the

The enemy firing

osition and the impact of the counterbattery fire were observed
y an aerial observer.

1 Incl

Map of DMZ
DISTRIBUTION:
WSR

SECDEE -
DEPSECDEFR
0SP/ISA.
05D/ PA
CJcs (3)
DJS (3)
J-30
J-31
J-32
J-33

AOC

NFP
AFCP

SECRET-

MCCC

PAC DIV
Do
ADDO
CCOC

DIA REP
NSA REP
CIA REP
STATE REP
PA REP
PAC DESK

Results of this US fire are unknown,

Rear Admiral, USN

Deputy Director for
Operations, NMCC

DECLASSIFIED
E.O 12356, Sec 3.3
DA Mamo, Jan 5 1998

By &&7 NARA, Date_f-€-#3
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9:45 AM -- Monday,
November 11, 1968

Mr. President:
I called Ellsworth Bunker to check the NBC story.

He says it is rumor == not fact, so far as he knows. He

believes it could have arisen from Lam's return to Paris.

He has filed our suggestions with the Foreign Minister.
He will see Thieu tomorrow his time. He thinks things
are moving.

i . W. W. Rostow
TR 17 1 T—
jy Gy RA, Dapeeatay
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E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
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Monday - November 11, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Peru = lPC Expropriation

Secretary Rusk is anxious not to provoks prematursly an open
confrontation with Peru over the IPC case. Secretary Fowler and
Ed Clark disagres, and Clark may make a statement this week
before the IDB Board which counld harden Peru's position.

Under ths Hickenloopsr Amendmant, Paru has until sarly April

to take satisfactory steps to compensats the Company before the

US is required to cut off aid and suspend Peru's sugar quota. IPC
officials (guided by the parent company, Standard Oil of New Jarssy)
are now negotiating with the Peruvian Government, Ambassador
Junas has made clsar to the governmant the sventual consequancas
should the expropristion stand without satisfactory compansation
ander internatiomal law, Our IMF representative has also officlally
notifisd the IMF Board of the affect on Peru's balance of payments
shosuld we be obliged to invoke the Hickenloopar sanctions. Secre=-
tary Rusk belleves that any futther confrontation at this moment
would cause the Peruvian Goveromant to harden its attitudes toward
IPC's proposals and could lead Peru to take othar unwise ncts against
private US investors.

Although prospscts for an sarly settlement are dim, we now see a
fow signs that soms members of the military governmant ars begin-
ning to realize the lmplication of thelr hasty declision and are casting
about for a face-saving formula., Moreover, Presldent Velasco

bas been losing support among his military collesagues for other
roasons. He may be replaced as President In the near future by

ons of tha Gensrals who ls lase publicly commitied to an uncompro-
mising position on the IPC case.

Secrelary Fowler disagress about ths desirability of "no confrontation
sow', He would probably invoke the Hickenlooper Amendmaent at this
time, if it were his declslon, rather than wall the maximum statutory
paricd. In any avent, hs is concarnsd sbout tha resaction of our
Congress toward new appropriations for the IDB and the IDA if the US
representatives in the IDE and the IBRD do not take strong stands to
pemalize Feru for its expropriation of IPC,

Fowler and Rusk have agreed that our representatives should try to
discourage any new loans for Peru coming up for declsion in these
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ACTION

Sunday, November 10, 1968 -~ 12:00 noon

Myr. Presldeat:

In view of the segetiatioa of the Phantoms
witheut making the nuclear quastioa a "coaditlon
precedant, " Sec. Rusk belleves It would be wine
for you to send the attached message te Prime
Minlster Eshkel.

Sec. Rusk, Sec. Clifford and 1 bellave you may
wish te follow this up with a mest solema talk with
Eshkol on the mortal danger lavelved iln thelr
preceeding te move towards nuclear weapons and
dealivery systeams, when you see Eshkel,

"l- W. n"t“

Mooeage approved
Approved as amanded

Call =g

DECLASSIFIED
E.D. 13526, Sec 15

Hoga- Yy
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TELEC™ “AMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS DIViSI™ - WORK COPY

3d3¢
¢1a
SEoREm —
N Amembassy TEL AVIV
STATE
NODIS

| 1. You should deliver this as a personal message from the Presi-
dent to Prire iinister Eshkol:
2. QUOTE Dear !lir. Prime ¥inister:

I am writing to you, first, to welcome the prospect of your
visit here later this month, and secondly, to ralse with you again
a subjeet that has becone of lnereasing importance to me as I enter
the e¢losing days of my Adminlstration.

As I look back over my five years in office, I find that one
endeavor overshadows all those that have called upon my time and
energy. This haa been the search for peace. Central to 1t has
been our effort to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. The
United States has assuned a speclal responsibility for this en-
deavor. It 1s at the heart not only of my own nation's security
intereats but also of the asecurity of every nation in the world.

As you know I am personally deeply committed to this task.
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SR 4 ;.ﬁrr Tl ?F Fg deep concern on this uubjccgiﬂexpresaed to
you personally as long ago as liay 1965. Since then there has been no
slackening of the aris race In the Near EBast, and the weapons intro-
duged into the area have grown lnereasingly sophisticated. It would
be &.t.l:'af_ﬂd}*---a.n irreversible tragedy--if tnls arms race extended into
the field of nuclear weapons or nuclear weapons delivery systens.
lSecratarr Rusk emphasized these polnts last month to Forelisn
Minlster Eban when he stresaed the Unlted States' concern that Israel's
continued delay in =lignines the nuelear on-Proliferation Traaty will
have the effect of Increaslnz, rather than reduclng pressures for other
area states to develop or acqulre nuclear weapons.
We have carefully studled your Governnent's paper handed to
_ Ambassador Barbour on Octoher 23. We welcome the reaffirmation of your
Governaent's assurances that Israel w%ill not be the first to introduce

nuclear weapons into the area. It 1s our strons conviction, however,

adherence to that Treaty ecan glve the world confldence that Israel does
not lnteﬁﬁ to develop nuclear weapons.

I therefore welcome the statesent in your Jovernment's paper that
you are enzaced in intensive study of the irplications of sizning the
Treaty. It is my earneat hope that this study will result in a deeclsion
to slgn the Treaty at an early date. Israel's fallure to sign the

Hon-Proliferation Treaty would be a severe blow to my Governzent's
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Sunday, November 10, 1968
12:00 noon.

Mr. Presldent:

Herewith a message of Novembar 8 [,"5.{_:](43
m: ;:r.-at;g ;;nn:l npp:rcn; p;n.nl w;E :
respect to Vietnam as of that time,

W. W. Roastow
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MEMORANDUM : ol 14 LL] T ‘ORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE
WAININOTON
~FECRE T AR =P UUELE PLUS

Sunday, November 10, 1968 -- 10:55 a, m,

Mr, President:

It looks as though with no coalition and no recognition of the NLF as
a separate entity -- points Thieu had all along -- he is ready to go.

At Tabs B-] and B-2 are Ellsworth Bunker's proposed redrafting of
our outgoing messages, Tabs C-1 and C-2,

Bui Diem has called the State Department Vietnam Desk officer
(John Burke). He reported that he had spoken to Thieu about his
conversation with Dirksen. He reported also,with the points about
coalition and no separate entity assured, he believes Thieu will be
ready to move to Paris after suitable statements are drafted. Bui Diem
will be coming in to see Bundy this aftarncon,

Bui Diem plans to return to Saigon shortly.

w_aa‘j_ﬂnstaw

(L W. R.

SANGIIZED
E.O. 12355, Sec. 5.4
Ny 2508
By =0, NARA, Datre f2J. 55
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TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOi1, ATT.$: MR, BROMLEY SMITH o1
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI

S ECRET - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION
EMBASSY OF VIETNAM,

ON NOVEMBER TEN INSTANT A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS FUR=-
NISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST LEARNED THAT AMBASSADOR
BUI DIEM WAS IN TOUCH WITH PRESIDENT THIEU AND ADVISED HIM THAT
SENATOR EVERETT MC KINLEY DIRKSEN OF ILLINOIS HAD COME To SEE
HIM TODAY ON BEHALF OF BOTH PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND PRESIDENT
ELECT RICHARD M. NIXON, AND THAT DIRKSEN HAD ASSURED AMBASSADOR
DIEM THAT THE U. S. COULD GIVE POSITIVE ASSURANCES THAT: ONE,
THERE WOULD BE NO COALITION, AMND TWO, THERE WOULD BE ND RECOGNITION
OF THE NLF AS A SEPARATE ENTITY.

AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT DIRKSEN EMPHASIZED SEVERAL TIHMES
THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF BOTH PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND NIXON.

THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE HAD TOLD DIRKSEN THAT THE GOVERNMNENT
OF VIET NAM®S REASONS FOR NOT ATTENDING THE PARIS CONFERENCE WERE
BASED ON ITS OWN INTERESTS AND HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE INTERNAL

POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE U. Sy VIS & VIS A NIXON VICTORY AT THE
END PAGE ONE

)

: Mgg.gmg.nﬂg.ﬂp ﬂ_;’* _'
By e NARA DacZil 7 A
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PAGE TWO (SECRET=NO FOREIGH DISSEMINATION)
POLLS OR ANYTHING OF THAT NATURE.

PRESIDENT THIEU CONFIRMED THAT THIS IS TRUE.

AMBASSADOR SA1D THAT DIRKSEN ASSURED HIM THAT U. S. POLICY
WILL REMAIN THE SAME UNDER NIXONj THAT DIRKSEN FEARED THERE MIGHT
BE SOME MISUNDERSTANDING, BUT THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO
MISUNDERSTAND ING ABOUT THAT.

. AMBASSADOR SAID HE TOLD DIRKSEN IT WAS NOT A MATTER OF (AT
THIS POINT INFOSMANT WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH EXACT WORDS OF THIEW),
BUT THAT IT IS THE BASIC POINT OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND IS A REACTION
TO THE STATEMENT MADE HERE: THAT THEY DID NOT THINK OF IT IN
TERMS OF U. S. POLICY. .

AMBASSADOR REPORTED THAT DIRKSEN SAID THAT THE VIETNAM PRES=
IDENT COULD CONSIDER THIS AN UNEQUIVOCAL ASSURANCE ON THESE TWO
POINTS: NO COALITION, AND NO RECOGNIT ION OF THE NLF AS A SEPARATE
ENTITY. AMBASSADOR CONTINUED THAT DIRKSEN SAID THAT THIEU COULD
BASE HIS ACTIONS ON THIS ABSQLUTE ASSURANCE ON THESE TWO POINTS
IN CONSIDERING THE MATTER OF PARIS.

PRESIDENT THIEU ASKED, CaN THEY MAKE THESE ASSURANCES IN
SOME EXPLICIT WAY? ;

END PAGE TWO

PAGE THREE (SECRET=NO FOREIGN DISSTMINATIOM)
AMBASSADOR SAID, PROBABLY YES, I'VE TALKED TO BUNDY ABOUT
THIS AND BUNDY SAID IF IT IS NECESSARY IT COULD PROBABLY BE DONE.
THIEU SAID, AS FAR AS THE PROBLEM IS CONCERNZD, ON THE PART
OF THE VIETNAMESE POPULATION THERE HAS BEEN A DISTRUST OF THE .
U. 5., SOME DISTRUST WHICH COMES FROM HAVING THE FRONT REPRESENTED
AT PARIS. THIEU SAID THAT THE U. S. SHOULD NOT DO ANYTHING TO
ENCOURAGE THE COMMUNISTS, AND THAT THE MORE THE U. S. CAN SaY,
THE BETTER BECAUSE THE NLF FOLLOWS CLOSELY WHAT THE U. S. SAYS,
AMBAS3ADOR SAID, I TOLD BUNDY THAT AND BUNDY SAID THAT
THEY WILL DO WHATEVER IS NECZSSARY.
THIEU SAID, THE COMMUNISTS ARE CLAIMING IT IS A FOUR DELE-
GATION CONFERENCE, WHY DOESN'T THE U. S. DENY THAT.
THIEU CONTINUED THAT IF THE U. S. WOULD GIVZ ASSURANCES ON

THE TWO CONDITIONS MENTIONED AND ON A THIRD POINT (-5 5 8
BUST PAGE THREE



PAGE THREE (SECRET-N0 FOREIGN DISSEMINAT ION)

AMBASSADOR SAID, PROBABLY YES, I'"VE TALKED TO BUNDY ABOUT
THIS AND BUNDY SAID IF IT IS NECESSARY IT COULD FROBABLY BE DONE.

THIEU SaID, AS FAR AS THE PROBLEM IS CONCERNED, ON THE PART
OF THE VIETNAMESE POPULAT ION THERE HAS BEEN A DISTRUST OF THE
U, 5., SOME DISTRUST WHICH COMES FROM HAVING THE FRONT REPRESENTED
AT PARIS. THIEU SAID THAT THE U. S. SHOULD NOT DO ANYTHING ToO
ENCOURAGE THE COMMUNISTS, AND THAT THE MORE THE U. S. CAN SAY,
THE BETTER BECAUSE THE NLF FOLLOWS CLOSELY WHAT THZ U. S. SAYS.

AMBASSADOR SAID, I TOLD BUNDY THAT AND BUNDY SAID THAT
THEY WILL DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY.

THIEU SAID, THE COMMUNISTS ARE CLAIMING IT IS A FOUR DELE~-

BATION CONFERENCE, WHY DOESN'T THE U. S. DENY THAT.
: THIEU CONTINUED THAT IF THE U. S. WOULD GIVE ASSURANCES ON
THE TWO CONDIT IONS MENTIONED AND ON A THIRD POINT (AT THIS POINT
INFORMANT WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH EXACT WORDS QOF THIEW).

THIEU SAID THAT THE LACK OF AGREEMENT HAS BEEN BASED ON
PRINCIFLE AND WAS NOT MEANT TO SABOTAGE THE TALKS. THIZIU SAID
THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE U. S. HAS CREATED MISTRUST IN VIETNAHM
ON THE PART OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE.

END PAGE THREE

PAGE FOUR (SZGRET - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION)

THIEU CONTINUED THAT THE ASSURANCES ON THE PART OF THE
AMERICANS MUST HAVE TWO ASPECTS: OHE, THERE SHOULD BE POSITIVE
ASSURANCES SUCH AS THE AMBASSADOR HAS MENTIONED AND TWO, (AT
THIS POINT INFORMANT WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH EXACT WORDS OF THIEW.

THIEU CONTINUED THAT THOSE ARE TWO ASPECTS WHICH SHOULD
REASSURE PUBLIC OPINION HERE, IN VIETNAM, THAT THE AMERICANS
WILL NOT PULL OUT.

AMBASSADOR ASKED IF HE COULD RETURN TO VIETNaM TO CONSULT
THIEU,.

THIEU REPLIED (AT THIS POINT INFORMANT WAS UNABLE TO FURNISH
EXACT WORDS OF THIEU) OR IN A FEW DAYS?

AMBASSADOR INDICATED HE UNDERSTAND.
GP=1

' qepmt WOHO
END - _ =t
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PARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE
¢

" le FOLLOWING IS DRAFT OF GVN STATEMENT, INCORPORATING OUR
STATEMENT , WHICH I AM SUBMITTING THIS AFTERNOON FOR CONSIDERA-
TION BY GVN:

. 2+ QUOTE, THE GOVERMNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-HaM

MAS BEEN DISCUSSING WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DURING

THE PAST WEEX ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE HNEW AND WIDER MEETIHNGS

= IN PARIS WHICH WOULD ENABLE THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC

i OF VIET=-NAM TO SEND ITS REPRESENTATIVES TO PARIS TO ENGAGE IN
DIRECT AND SERIOUS TALKS ON THE SUBSTANCE OF A SETTLEMENT FOR
-~ AN HONORABLE AND SECURE PEACE IN VIET-NAM,.

e :I-!l' Lot 1

L2 "o ol A e

, ,{ﬁﬂHUUHT CONCERN TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM.

MODIFIED RY IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING SAIGON MESSAGE,)

' %, IN VIEW OF THIS STATEMENT, THE GOVEHNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
'\ - OF VIET-NAM CONSIDERS THAT 1TS COHCERNS HAVE BEEN MET AND IS
. PREPARED T0 PARTICIPATE IN THE TALKS. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
-, GOVERNMENT OF VIET=-NAM WILL TAXKE PART IN THE PRELIMINARY
MEETING ON PROCEDURES T0 BE HELD IN PARIS ON (DATE). UNQUOTE.

BUNKER .
A , A .

. 1 e " . "
et e B i ! % s . e 25 e il o e 1 sl g al

. '

3. AS A RESULT OF THESE DISCUSSIONS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
,HAS PROVIDED US WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON THE POINTS OF PARA- |

« . As (TIERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF US STATEMENT AS PER STATE 269936, AS

|
)
./J

r
.

p '
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FARIS FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE

- 'le I WILL TH1S AFTERNOON SUBMIT T0 THIEU, THROUGH FOREIGN MINISTER
. . THANH, TWO PROPOSED STATEMENTISt (A) ONE WHICH WE WOULD BE PRE-

‘AS INDCIATED BELOWj3 AND (B) ONE THAT MIGHT BE ISSUED BY THE GUM,

' MENT THEY WERE NOW PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE TALKS. TEXT
i OF GVN "FRAMEWORK™ STATEMENT IN NEXT FOLLOWING TELEGRAM.
i 2+ I HAVE MADE THE FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONS IN THE TEXT IN PARA 2

'.GRAPHS OF REFTEL. * o7

' G. FIRST SENTENGCE READS: "THE STATUS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET- 'f;;

4§
.1; Department of State « |
ST . TELEGRAMN |
*Hnuﬁ‘ ' o
i
. (=)
oranrT
! LURE L i
E7 0o RUEHC S T e e -2 |
! DE RUMJIR 42376 3158919 i ' ' N |
!; ZNY SSS55 ZZH - ' s
¥ 0 10D8B50Z NOV 68 DECLASSIFIED i
i FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON EE ” 5
10 RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4209 - fj?'ﬁ?ﬁp 2e H\HR
- INFO RUFNCR/AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 2841 By , NARA, Date_%-4-%3
.STATE GRNC '
. BT - ' EBEQCQ
| ~8-E-&RET-SAIGON 42376 - %

. 1968 MOV 10 M’IEGQ
NODIS/HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS u{.

REFt A. STATE 269935, B. STATE 269936.

PARED TO ISSUE, ALONG THE LINES OF REF B, WITH MINOR MODIFICATIONS
INCORPORATING OURS, AND CONCLUDING THAT ON THE BASIS OF OUR STATE-

OF REF B, IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THE APPEARANCE OF THE STATEMENT, P
WITHOUT CHANGING SUBSTANCE. THESE ﬂHE KEYED TO LETTERED SUBPARA- ¢ ]

A, NOw READS: “THIS STATEMENT IS DESIGNED TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS J
WHICH HAVE BEEN RAISED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM '
ABOUT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR A NEW AND WIDER MEETING IN PARIS,"

- (NOTE1 WE HAVE DROPFED THE FINAL CLAUSE BECAUSE IT APPEARS IN A |

THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH OF THE PROPOSED GWVN ST#TEHEHI ) '
B TO F, NO CHANGE, :

NAM"S REFRESENTATIVES IS THUS ALREADY DEFINED."

He. HAVE DELETED THE BLﬁHSé "THERE WAS NEVER THE SLIGHTEST DOUBT -

" THAT" AND SUBSTITUTED "WwE WISH TO MAKE CLEAR IHﬁT. "AND HAVE 7
... DELETED THE LAET EEHTEHCE. : 4

» j

; L e
- LR L SRR T o R -, L S
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- I WOULD SUGGEST THAT A FEW. DAYS TO WORK THIS OUT WILL BE WELL

- AND TO CLAIM THAT IT IS A "THREE-PARTY"™ CONFERENCE. I THINK IT IS

. . .ACCEPT HAVING INTERNAL POLITICAL MATTERS ON THE AGENDA. e
* 1 ASSUME THIS DELETION, WHICH FLOWS FROM THE SAME REASONING
.AS PARAGRAPH 7, WILL CAUSE NO DIFFICULTY., AT ANY RATE, IT 1S
ESSENTIAL THAT WE KEEP THE DIVISION OF FUNCTIONS AS GENERAL AS
"POSSIBLE AT THIS STAGE. I SHALL CERTAINLY ENCOURAGE THIEU TO

Page 2 of 2 Pages 2850Q
SAIGON 42376

e —— ]

I. HAVE SUBSTITUTED "IS CLEARLY" FOR "HAS ALL ALONG BEEN" AND
DELETED THE WORD "POLITICAL™ IN PENULTIMATE SENTENCE.

J. HAVE DELETED "ADDRESS ALL QUESTIONS RELEVANT™ AND SUBSTIIUTED
"EXPLORE ALL AVENUES", : g

K« NO CHANGE.

!
L. HAVE DELETED EVERYTHING AFTER THE SECOND SENTENCE AND SUBSTITUTED
AG ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS OF THAT PARAGRAPH, WITHOUT QUOTATION MARKS,
THE SENTENCESt "WE HAVE REPEATEDLY MADE CLEAR THAT OUR ORJECTIVE IS
THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE
WITHOUT EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE, THE IMPOSITION OF ANY COALI-
TION GOVERNMENT WOULD BE AT VARIAMNCE WITH THIS PRINCIPLE.,"

i i

3, FOLLOWING ARE MY COMMENTS ON THE OBSERVATIONS IN REF A:

As RE PARAGRAPH 5, I DO NOT INTEND TO RAISE WITH THIEU THE IDEA OF
A SINGLE MIXED OR ALLIED DELEGATION BECAUSE I FEAR THAT THIS wOULD
TAKE US OFF ON A TANGENT., IF WE USE THE PHRASE "CO-CHAIRMEN",

WE WILL SIMPLY ENCOURAGE HANOI TO TREAT OUR SIDE AS ONE DELEGATION

i 3 . o
- [ ——_n L

BEST FOR US TO STICK TO THE POSITION THAT WE ARE ONE SIDE, WITH TwO
EELEGATIONS, AND EACH WITH ITS OWN HEAD; ALTHOUGH I WILL TRY TO USE -
WITH THIEU THE IDEA OF THE GVN BEING "PRINUS INTER PAARES™ IN THE ;

PROTOCOLARY SENSE THAT THEY HAVE THE SEAT OF HOHQR, THE RIGHT TO
ENTER AND LEAVE FIRST, ETC.

B. YOU WILL NOTE THAT WE HAVE TAKEN THE WORD "POLITICAL"™ OUT ﬁF
PARAGRAPH I REF B, THIS WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE GVN wILL NOT

g 9
e el e T it

:th SIDE TALKS IN PARIS WITH THE DRV AND SEPARATELY WITH THE

C. RE PARAGRPH 9, 1 PROPOSE TO KEEP AwAY FROM THE IDEA OF
TCC ENDORSEMENT, FOR THE TIME BEING. THIS CAN BE AN ADDITIONAL
HELPFUL STEP IF NECESSARY TO GET THE GUN TO GO, BUT IF THEY WILL GO,

T0 PARLIS WITHOUT THAT INTERMEDIATE STEP IT wOULD OF COURSE BE PREF=-
ERABLE.

4, FINALLY, I wOULD LIKE To saY THIS: I AM ENTIRELY MINDFUL OF
THE GREAT URGENCY OF RESOLVING THE PRESENT IMPASSE AND GETTING 1
THE GVN TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. IN MY TALKS

WITH THIEU, I AM STRESSING THE URGENCY OF THE MATTER WITH ALL THE ]
MEANS AT MY COMMAND. BUT AS BETWEEN HAVING ANTOHER SHORT POST- ]
POHEMENT AND WEGOTIATING WITHOUT THE GV, WITH ALL THE CONSEQUENCES,

o

. SPENT, BUNKER | | g
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Classification
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- - STATE 269935 __I
NODLS /HARVAN /DOUBLE PLUS cC-/
topEL_/ 5 AO _ FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY
1. Tho movemont roportod in ﬂzﬂﬁﬂlia walecoma. DBut you
should understand that we feel a resolution of this matter-
is increasingly urgent, in Thieu's interest as well as ours.
Congressional and newspaper awarenews of what has happened is
building fast. It is uniformly and powerfully negative. It
would be most unfortunate if Thieu appeared before his own
people as having had to cave in to such pressure., His perfor-
+ mance has been unhelpful, to say the least; but we do not wish
v to deny him and South Vietnam such advantages as he and the
nationalists may have derived from this painful passage of
self-assertion,
2. Therefore, we wish you to proceed to work out with Thieu
_on a most urgent repeat most urgent basis a compromise or -_I
TEXE teceived from White Housle il el D mmg;"ﬁ-
G

eas DS-322

The Secretary (Substance) §/8 - Mr. Gleysteen

White House - Mr, Rostow

= SANITIZED
——SECRET™ E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4
Classification Ny__9/-S0&

By.&#}. NARA, Date ..'i':"_‘c"ifé-



Png‘¢n& telegram to. Amembassy, SAIGON
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Classification

[-face-saving action that would permit him to get promptly to Paris
with dignity but which would also meet our essential requirements,.

The agreement should, of course, be gi referendum to Washington and

Paris.

3. You should regard the following as raw materials and guidelines
for the negotiation of the agreed statement, if that appears the
optimum form for resolving the matter. As indicated below, the heart
of a proposed agreed statement is in Para ]@%i:;j;af the next following
telegram,

4. You should also know that Amb. Harriman would be quite content

to have the GVN treated as primus inter pares for protocolary purposes
in Paris, with the right to enter first, ‘speak first, etc. This can
be used as you see fit,

5. With respect to the substantive role of the GVN, we could go back
to Thieu with an offer to constitute "our side" as a single mixed

or allied delegation, with the principal negotiators of the GVN and
US designated as '"co-chairmen'. This is as far as we can go under
our Constitution, and we believe we could live with it. However,

our best guess is that Thieu would immediately see that it does not

give the GVN the unique or leading status that would enable him to

L - | - N
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say that Hanoi had to talk to the GVN, Moreover, it cuts right
across the consistent emphasis by Thieu on the GVN being recognized
as a separate delegation and thus, by implication, recognized as
the legitimate government by Hanoi. Finally, Thuy in Paris is already
saying that, if we make our side one delegation, they will continue
to make their side two delegations; we wﬁuid have what they describe
as a three-sided meeting, which is just about the worst of all
worlds to Thiecu. Thus, wo think this suggostion by us would exhaust
this line of thought on his part and simply got us back to the basie
formulax of two sides and two delegations on our side.
6. Whether or not we made the suggestion in Para 5 above, we could
now come forward with a draft of points that could be included in a
US statement a juiuﬁ US/GVN statement, or a combination of both.
We have done a revised draft of the text % sent to Paris for comment

| yesterday, and this is set forth in the next following cable. Many
of those points seem to us more appxepxitaz appropriate for a US than
for a joint statement, and we believe this might well be Thieu's view,
specifically with regard to all that is said about what was worked out
in Paris (A-G and J of the draft) and the assurances given about how

the US will treat the other side (H) and the substantive positions the

=

L
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r-US will take (L). The material appropriate for a joint statement -1

L

would thus boil down to the definition of GVN and US roles, on which
we could offer the text in the praaengaﬁiallIn other words, a US
statement could be accompanied by a joint US/GVN statement defining
the respective roles, or there could be simply a joint statement,

7. A major problem with this line of apprbach iq that we could get
into annthef verbal haggle on the definition of roles. As a practical
matter, we have every hope that the GVN will end up in direct side
talks with Hanol on the normalization of relations betwoen the two,
and in direct side talks with the NLF on the internal political
structure in the South, while we would both act very closely tugetﬁer
on provisions of the Geneva Accords of 1954, with the US taking the
lead on withdrawal, the Geneva Accords of x8&kx 1962, and similar
matters. But, for public purposes, the GVN would never accept, as

we understand it, any public statement that defined the internal
situation in South Viet-Nam as being within the subjects for negafi-
ation in any way. And there is the major difficulty of tying our
hands through any too-specific delineation of subjects on which each
of us would take the lead. In short, we see no real alternative to

_ 2ix.
some formula that would be about as general as the present draft XX 2.I.-

]
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" helpful
I_E. An additiunalhq;;g_&k action could be to bring in the remaining

.

TCC,! ‘If Thieu went for the idea of

US and joint statements, we should be able quickly to get some TCC

endorsement of these statements, coupled with emphatic TCC statements
on how they regard the NLF-ending with strong support for the GVN
entoring the Paris talks. This could be put to Thieu and wo beliaova
could be arranged fairly quickly. In essence, it is simply anzhex
another way of saving Thieu's face by pointing to a public expression

that did not exist before.

9. Final Recommendation = Unless you think otherwise, and in view

of the urgency of time, we beuevagxu should see Thieu soonest to
offer the "mixed delegation" idea. If, as we we expect, Thieu finds
it unacceptable, you could move to the elements in the pxeset present
draft statement, offering a combination of US and joint statements as

Thieu feels necessary to meet his domestic problem, and mentioning

i

)

yr

C—— w2
the TCC endorsement possibility '}

In doing so, you must, of course, and above all, stress theuxgemt urgent

neceasity of action. If Thieu says he is already prepareé to send his

delegation to Paris, this should be encouraged, but it must be made

equally clear that this alone will not meet the pressures that are

—eELHE—
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[_ building up here, and that he has got to be prepared to move into
the new meeting very prnmpti}' and get down to serious, substantive
" business.
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il e ke sl
. RUSK'.
S 1 .
i
-
—=BECREP— -

sas D3-322A Classification



e
o ADDREIIOTR AR PSARPH AYATENATD MASTER FAINTED BY MCOAEG. . . . NFING EORPORATION T-46 I? ia_, 1

CORRECTIONS MADE ON THIS ORIGIMAL MUST BE MADE OW ALL COPIES
! : S BEFORE THE TELEGRAM IS5 DELIVERED TO OC/TIA), Rnn-m &243

269936

ourcomnG TELEGRAM Department of State o
AT 1oy EEeREr— Authorjey neg 91 506 ;

Classification By Ei : /£ NARA, l);u‘-"’“‘
~ ACTION: Amembassy, SAIGON - IMMEDIATE IDHHHEH ﬂﬂ I ';

I e

£ 2 —_|

INFO: Amembassy, PARIS - PRIORITY
—— STATE .
NODIS /HARVAN/DOUBLE PLUS
BK TODEL - 53/  FOR HARRIMAN AND VANCE

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY

1. As indicated in preceding septel of instructions, we are
providing herewith a revised draft of the points originally
framed as a US statement in Deptel 269676, and commented on
by Paris 23686. This is for Burir Bunker's discretionary use,
Point I, and possibly point H, seem particularly appropriate
for a Fhurt joint statement with a minimum of haggling, = but
all of it is available.

2. Revised Points for US or Joint Statement

L]

A, This statement is designed to clarify the arrangements

for a new and wider meeting in Paris to find a peaceful

gsettlementin Viet-Nam,
B. Prior to the President's announcement of October 31 of

— the stopping of bombing against North Viet=Nam, agreement _—J

T, Tun Telegiea®ic ineveniaian and
11

[ =
wlanliralinn sopemved br EA - Mr, Bu‘!ldr Jliﬁ'-

"™ %A :WPBundy :nc 11/9/68
Blemrp=ciy

The Secretary (substance) WH - Mr, Rostow (substance)
§/8 - Mr., Gleysteen pv =
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. had been reached in Paris between North Vietnamese and US

neguti‘.atara that a meeting on the substance of apeag a peaceful

N
- -
H

o settlement in Viet-Nam should be promptly convened in Paris,
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r_-ﬂ. ﬁﬂ. This agreement was preceded by discussions in which US .,1-
':I" ]

spokesmen made clear that the stopping of bombing and the holding of

such & meeting would not be possible without agreed provision for the

participation of the Republic of Viet-Nam as a separate delegation

forming, with the US delegation, one side of the meeting. US negotiators

' made clear to Hanoi that it might bring on'its side of the table any

- persons it wished,

D, %HL The North Vietnamese representatives in Paris accepted this

propeosal in principle, and indicated that they would bring to the

meeting representatives of the so-called National Liberation Frent.
EE}L This was and is the sole agreement concerning representatlion in

the new Paris meetings. In the discussions, it was made clear throughout

~ that, whoever Hanoi cheose to bring on its side, the arrangement involved

i

no eiement of recognition whatever, The US Government has at all times
regarded the so-called National Liberation Front as an organization
controlled by North Viet-Nam. The NLF is not in any sense a separate
entity, much less a government.

E.Fiﬂ In the light of these facts, the arrangements agreed In Paris

provide in essence for a two-sided meeting. [?EIEEﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁhﬁﬂﬁﬂxgixﬁnxxﬁ

M_Mwm Hanoi clearly understands that our side will

L—he constituted as aeparﬁtﬂ delegations of the Republic of Viet-Nam and__J

FOR M
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gf%. In the light of thils record, the status of the Republic of

Viet-Nam's representatives as a separate delegation is already defined.

If Hanoi fulfills its repeated undertakings to enter seriously into the
Parls meeting--undertakings repeated throughout the contacts between

North Vietnamese and American representatives ;in Paris--the practical

* fact is that the North Vietnamese delegation must talk directly and

seriously with the Republic of Viet-Nam delegation.
p‘_ .
H., ¥X The agreements leave it entirely open how the Republic of

* .Viet-Nam and US delegations will address the other side. There has never

been the slightest doubt that, consistent with our view of the nature

. of the sa-calle? National Liberation Front, we would regard all the

rapra;entntivﬂs on the other side of the table--whatever they might
elaim for themseclves--as represcntatives of a single gide, that of
Hanoi, and for practical purposes as a single delegation. Actions by
the US delegation will be consistent with this view.

' IE%E. On the roles to be played in the Paris meetings by the Republic
of Viet-Nam and the United States delegations, it has all along been

understood that the Republic of Viet-Nam delegation would play a leading

l"frule, as was explicicly affirmed in the Honolulu communique of July, -J

3
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The consultations between the GVN and US have likewise made clear that -_1

he Republic of Viet-Nam should take the lead and be the principal

: Epukesmﬁn on all matters which are of immediate and direct political

. eoncern to South Viet-Nam. Thus, this practical division of labor will

o TR

reinforce the fact that North Viet-Nam ﬁust talk directly and 5erinﬁsly

to the Republic of Viet-Nam. |
o ﬁﬁ, The new Parls meetings will be expected to address all

questions relevant to a peaceful settlement in Viet-Nam. They will start

with a clean slate, The sole agreements that have been reached in the

earlier Paris talks between North Vietnamese and US rePresentatives'have

‘concerned the cessation of bombing, the convening of a new meeting, and

the ciroumstances required to achleve and maintain these.

K
K.x%. In th% new meetings, the US delegation will operate in the

- closest cooperation with the Republic of Viet-Nam, and in continuing

consultation with the nations that have contributed military forces to
the defense of South Viet-Nam.

Lfﬂ. The subatantiva poaition of the Amorican Govommont will continua
to be based on the Manila Communique and on other publicly stated
positiens. In particular, there has been no change whafever,vand will

ba.nn change, in t:hle position of the US Government toward a so-called

I.l”“cualitiun" in South Viet=Nam. In the terms used in a US Government -J
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: r-;tﬂEEment of December 8, 1967: __]

Fl

",.. We have repeatedly made clear that our objective 1s that the
Sﬁuth Vietnamese people determineltheir own future without external
interference, The imposition of any coalition government would be
at variance with this principle, We would oppose any proposal which
would turn the Government of South Viet-Nam over to the NLF. 1In
essence, wWe believé that the South Vietnamese must work out their
own future, acting through electoral processes of the kind carried
forward in the past two years."

'3, We have the following explanatory notes:

a. Revised paragraph ¢, meets the question of any GVN veto.

b. {%L We have kept the language about "a single delegation" in .
H.
paragraph . because of our assurances in these terms to the GVN.

Moreover, Hanol cannot factually refute a gtatement on how we would

[
]

regard things. ° . - - .
 E— | ' e
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e. In I, language could be used that would state that for
protocol purposes the GVN would be the senior delegation in
"_ : all respects on our side, with any details on what this means

i& that have appeal to Thieu,

: Gp-1
i END
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:
Mr. President: Fae ot

We balieve that we have found an important relationship between
snemy truck activity in North Vietnam and Lacs and VC/NVA-initiated
attacks ln South Vietnam. There appears to be a very high correlation
between the number of initiated attacks for a given month and a combination
of net truck activity in Laocs and Route Package | in North Vietnam. Net
trucking activity, which is a measure of supplies delivered to the enemy
in South Vietnam, is expressed in tarmas of trucks sighted less trucks
destroysd in the particular area.

Up through the second offensive in May of this year, we found that
enemy attacks lagged the truck activity in Lacs by 1=1/2 months and in Route
Package 1 by 2-1/2 months. This lag, which reflects a major dependence of
the enemy on suppliss from the north, gives rise to the possibility of estimating

the snemy's attack capability and perhaps signalling his intentions.

It now appears that since June 1968 the enemy has become even more
dependent upon logistic support from North Vietnam. A combination of events
seems to be the cause -- his heavy expenditure of men and supplies in the
TET and May offensives, the high and increasing proportion of NVA troops
in South Vietnam, and tha incrsased amount of materiel destroysd on the
battleflield and in supply dumpe and seized in caches.

As a result, the lag of VC/NVA-initiated attacks has decreased to
about five weeks, reflecting perhaps an accelerated supply system but
reduced stocks in-gountry and even greater depsndence on external support.
The attached graph shows that correlation remains high, that October attacks
were estimated fairly accurately (perhaps misleadingly so), and that the trend
for November attacks continues to be down, about 10-15 per cent below that
estimated for October.

We ara not certain how the bombing cessation will affect our
sstimating capability; previous major changes in ssasonal weather and our
alr attack/reconnaissance patterns had no effect on the initiated attack/supply
relationship, We will continue to moniter this estimative effort and will

report on any significant developments.

DECLASSIFIED
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Saturday, November 9, 1968
1:10 p. m.

Mr. Presldant:

Herewith a conversation of
yesterday between Bul Diem and a
CILA officlal who has been ln touch

with him regularly. Dick Helms tells
me he ls a professlonal and accurate

reportar.
EECIASSHHED-
w.fmeﬂ-mwﬁt 1883,
ET'_QE T MALLA nn-rf...fﬂ.-j'_?
W. W. Rostow
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1 ' 8 November 1968

The followling is a report by a reliable and trustworthy
American of his breakfast meeting with the Government of Vietnam
(GVN) Ambassador Bui Diem on § November 1968, at the residence.

1, On the way to this meeting, the news had come over the
radio that President Thieu had proposed that, under the "our side,
your eide", formula, South Vietnam be designated head of the Allies
delegation while North Vietnam be head of the Communist onle. Bui
Diem had the full text of Thicu's statement. He codmmented that =
the GV position represented only a small change in the original.

U, 5, proposal - rather than a totally new and different formula - but
that it aatinﬂ.ad a number of Vietnamese concerns: it gave the GVN

a more. pr:mﬂneﬂt status than the NLF, it would put negotiations on

a Vietnamese-to-Vietnamese basis rather than a U, 8, -to-Vietnamese
haula, and it would clearly represent a new stage of negotiations
rather than_a. continuation of the previous phase, Asked if he thought
there was much chance of Hanoi's acceptance, he replied Vno!" but he
added that it put the GVN on the offensive rather than in the position
of appearing to scuttle negotiations,

2. Asked if he thought that, under one formula or ancther,
the negotiations would be able to resume soon, Bui Diem-ssid-that-he

it would take Bometime.-—He'sald that he thought théfact
that the-Ur-8,~now-had s President-slect would slow dowrthe planning
process on the. 1l 5. side, since President-Johnson-would-wish-to- -
dnformn.and-seei-the-opinfons-of-the-President-elect' s-tearmy-ande pprea—
would alga take soma-time-to-repairthe damage to-GVN-h:Sp-rvelations,
Regarding the latter point, Bui Diem said that, while there was minor
substantive difference in the U.S. and GVN positions - such as the
U.S. willingness to leave GVN and NLF status at the peace talks
ambiguous while the GVN wanted more precision « much-edthadiificulty,
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Saturday, Nevember 9, 1968
11:00 a. m.
Mr. Prasidant:

Herewith a summary of rather
aggressive receat Nerth Kerean

operatieas.
DECLASSIFIED
Whita Housa Guidelines, Fab. 24, 1983
By _7*/ _ NARA, Date 7-/0-77
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Saturday, November 9, 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Panama

Stats ls very anxicus to obtaln your approval to resume diplomatic
relstions with Panama on Monday, November 11.

By delaying until now, we have obtained important concessions from
the Provisieasl Government.

-= rastorstion of some of the constitutional guarantees
which had besn suspended by the junia;

== dismissal of two pro-Communist newspapar editors
who had received thair jobs as a favor to the brother
of 3 key mambar of the military junta;

== formal public commitment to hold new elections, restore
all constitutional guarantees, and return governmaent to
full civillan comtrel == within a reasonable peried of time;

== ralaxation of press cemsorship, and recpening of cppo-
sition newspapers.

Further delay, however, will probably be seli-defenting.

We have FBI and CIA reports showing that Arias Is planning to try to
regain power by viclent means. He ls trying to arrange to re-enter
Panama clandestinely and is encouraging supperters in Costa Rica teo
initiate guerrilla warfares from across the border. Failure by the

U. 8. to recognize is encouraging these efforts.

Ambassador Adair believes that we should resume relstions on Monday,
November 11, so that cur anscuncement will follow closely the action
yestarday restoring some of the constitutional guarantses. State's

propossd press releass highlights cur concern for continued movement
toward {ull restoration. (Tab A)

DECLASSIFIED
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Eightesn countries have now recognized. The thirteen in Latin
America Include all the major nations of the hemisphere sxcept
Canads and the United States.

CIA has loocked carefully at Arias' public charges that the military
junts s Communist-dominsted. All avallable svidence shows that
leftist influence is slight -- less than was preseat In Arlas' own

1 recommend that you authorize resumption of diplomatic relations
with Panama on Monday, Novembar 11.

W. W. Rostow

Appreve recognition

Disappreove

Call mea

Approve prass statament

Disapprove

Call me
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14475 November 1, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Resumption of Diplomatic Relations with
New Panamanian Government

Recommendation

That you authorize the resumption of our dipluﬁatic rela-
tions with the new Govermment of Panama in the time frame
November 4-8,

Approve Disapprove

Discussion:

The National Guard of Panama removed President Arnulfo
Arias from office on October 11, 1968, The Provisional Govern-
ment, headed by a military officer, has an all civilian cabinet
and is in full and effective control of the country.

We have consulted extensively with other American Republics

‘concerning relations with the new regime, in accordance with
Resolution XXVI of the Second Special Inter-American Conference
(Rio de Janeiro, 1965). That resolution recommends that govern-
ments in their consultations consider whether the de facto
authorities propose to hold free elections within a reasonable
time and whether they agree to fulfill their country's interna-
tional obligations, to respect human rights, and to comply with
commitments assumed under the Alliance for Progress,

Both in public statements and in oral and written assur-
ances to United States officials in Panama, the new Panamanian
Govermment has expressed its good intentions concerning the
points covered in Resolution XXVI. These assurances have come
from both civilian and military members of the Provisional
Govermment, Assurances have also been provided to us in the

DECLASSIFIED .
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Official translation of letter from the Fareign Minister of

the Provisional Government of Panama

October 24, 1968

Mr, Ambassador:

In reply to your letter dated October 16, 1968, I have
the honor to inform Your Excellency, with reference to points
2 (A) and (B) of Resolution XXVI of the Second Special Meeting
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs at Rio de Janeiro, as follows:

(A) The Provisional Government Junta, headed by Their
Excellencies Colonel Jose Maria Pinilla Fabrega and Colonel
Bolivar Urrutia Parrilla, has made a decision to hold truly
honest elections. That means an election campaign with full
guarantees for all citizens, and voting conducted with complete
honesty, subject to legal procedures which will be decided upon,
without appeal, by a court composed of judges who, because of
their experience and honesty, inspire trust. For that purpose,
consideration is now being given to appointing new judges to
the electoral court,

CONEERENTENL
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Here are some recent indications of the sffectiveness of
our bombing in Laos.

Mr. Prasidant:

Access roads in Laos leading south from Mu Gia and Ban
Karai passes were closed for most of the last two weeks of October.
FPhotography and visual sightings en October 21 and 22 confirmed
that all key interdiction points were closed.

On October Z4, sensors detected only sleven trucks,
compared to an averags of aver T0 for the preceding 20 days.

On October 25. for a period of 19 hours not a single truck
was detected.

Photography on October 23 showed the Ban Laboy ford and
approaches to be completely interdicted. he V-3 (a4
enemy was in very sericus logistic difficulty 7

kg T
This situation wasites {rom bad weather, radar bombing
with tactical aircraft, and B-52 strikes to exploit bottlenecks.

q'—_.'.lb average truck {3y
throughput {from North Vietnam between June lst and October 25th

was twelve trucks per day. This is far below the snemy's minimum
subsistence requirements.

The above confirms the extraordinary success of the Tth
Air Force's summer interdiction program. R confirms General Abramas'
assessment of the magnitude of the enemy's logistics crisis and of the
fact that the enemy is not nagotiating from a position of very great

military streagth.

W. W. Rostow

SECRET{™ ] 130
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