
9 9

liJCOMING TELEGRAM Department of  State

‘H  _______ SECRET ■ _________  1^2
00 RUEHCR ■ '

CS DE RUMJIR 0SA 15/0345Z
P_P_150330Z ZEA _  • ‘

Info v̂ F M ^E M  B A ^^Y 5 7 rfG 0 ih
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC 0 1 2 S 5 9 , ^
RUEPW/WHITE HOUSE
RUEPIA/CIA AUGUST 15, 1964
RUEKDA/DOD WASHDC 12:51 A.M.
INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
STATE GRNC I M M E D I A T E
BT

R E—¥------^
ACTION IMMEDIATE DEPT (g lD W H ITE  HOUSE 34 DOD 45 CIA 38 INFO 
CINCPAC 203 FROM SAIGON AUGUST 15TH 11AM

DECLASSIFIED
CINCPAC FOR POLAD  ̂ STATE letter .F P 1 A 1 9 7 9

R» xU - tP ■ NAES, Date .
AFTER AUGUST 14 MEETING- OF GVN RPT GVN SC AND U .S . MISSION 
COUNCIL, I  RPT I  STAYED FOR PICNIC LUNCH, ACCOMPANIED BY 
SULLIVAN AND MANFULL (JOHNSON HAS BEEN LAID UP WITH FLU).
AFTER LUNCH, KHANH TOOK US ASIDE AND PRODUCED A ROUGH 
ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF HIS NEW RPT NEW CONSTITUTION. FULL 
TEXT. WITH NOTES, TRANSMITTED BY SEPTEL. WE FOUND IT  
BRUSOUE IN LANGUAGE AND SUGGESTED TO KHANH THAT IN PRESENT 
FORM IT  WOULD RAISE CRITICISM IN U .S . AND IN WORLD PRESS. WE 
STRESSED TO HIM THAT INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF ACCEPTANCE IN VIETNAM 
WERE HIS OWN AFFAIR, AND WE COULD ONLY OFFER OBSERVATIONS ON 
THE OBJECTIVE ISSUE OF INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS.

KHANH HEARD OUT THESE OBSERVATIONS WITH APPARENT UNDERSTANDING 
AND THEN SUGGESTED THAT WE SHOULD PERHAPS MEET WITH THE COMM­
ISSION WHICH HAD DRAFTED THIS DOCUMENT IN ORDER TO DISCUSS 
OUR OBSERVATIONS WITH THEM. I  RPT I  PROPOSED THAT SULLIVAN AND 
MANFULL SHOULD REMAIN IN  CAP ST. JACQUES RPT CAP ST. JACQUES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE WHILE I  RPT I  RETURNED FOR COMMITMENTS IN  
SAIGON.

SUL'LIVAN and MANFULL WERE THEN TAKEN TO PROVINCE CHIEF’ S 
RESIDENCE WHILE CALL WENT OUT TO VARIOUS VILLAS IN  CAP ST. 
JACQUES TO ASSEMBLE THE CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION. WHEN MISSION 
ARRIVED AT RESIDENCE, IT  PROVED TO BE HEADED BY ONE-TIME 
P.M. TRAN CHANH THANH RPT TRAN CHANH THANH, AND TO BE COMPOSED 
OF TRAN LE QUANG RPT TRAN LE QUANG, PLUS FIVE PROMINENT JURISTS, 
ONE OF WHOM HAD RECENTLY BEEN CHIEF JUSTICE OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT UNDER DIEM RPT DIEM REGIME.
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DURING TOO AND ONE-HALF HOUR FRANK EXCHANGE AND AFTER FULL 
EXPLANATION, ACCOMPANIED BY OCCASIONAL JOCULAR COMMENTARY 
FROM JUDICIAL EXPERTS, SULLIVAN AND MANFULL MADE FOL POINTS:

(1 )  PREAMBLE DID NOT RPT NOT MAKE CLEAR PROVISIONAL NATURE OF 
NEW " CHARTER".

<2) PREAMBLE SHOULD STIPULATE THAT MRC RPT MRC FELT COMPELLED 
TO ASSUME AUTHORITY BECAUSE OF THREAT TO REPUBLIC, BUT 
THAT THIS AUTHORITY SHOULD BE RELINQUISHED AS CONDITIONS 
PERMITTED.

(3 )  CHAPTER I I ,  CONCERNING "B ILL OF RIGHTS" AS UNNECESSARILY 
ABRUPT. RIGHTS SHOULD BE SPELLED OUT IN DETAIL, EVEN IF  
CHARTER SPECIFIED THAT THEY MUST NECESSARILY BE CURTAILED

■ TEMPORARILY BECAUSE OF EMERGENCY. COMPARISON WAS DRAWN 
BETWEEN TWENTY ARTICLES CONCERNING RIGHTS OF CITIZENS IN  
OLD DIEM CONSTITUTION, AND ONLY TWO ARTICLES IN NEW 
CHARTER DEVOTED TO THIS SUBJECT. *

(4 )  SEVERAL ARTICLES, NOTABLY THOSE AFFECTING COUNCIL OF 
GOVT AND HIGH COUNCIL OF MAGISTRATES, WERE CRYPTICALLY 
OBSCURE IN THEIR MEANING.

<5) WHOLE DOCUMENT WOULD BE CONSIDERED AS UNDULY PERMANENT 
FORMALIZATION OF MILITARY TAKEOVER. THEREFORE MOST 
CAREFUL PREPARATION NEEDED IN PUBLIC RELATIONS FIELD IF  THIS 
TO BE DONE SMOOTHLY.

IN GENERAL, CONSTITUTIONAL COMMISSION ACCEPTED ALL THESE - 
OBSERVATIONS IN GOOD S P IR IT . THEY UNDERTOOK TO CONVENE FORTH- , 
WITH AND EXAMINE MEANS BY WHICH ANY OR ALL OF THEM COULD BE 
PUT INTO EFFECT. SULLIVAN AND MANFULL THEN WITHDREW, AND,
BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT WITH KHANH, RETURNED TO LATTER^S VILLA 
FOR FINAL CONSULTATION WITH HIM PRIOR THEIR RETURN TO SAIGON.

AT KHANH^S VILLA, MEETING OF TOP LEVEL MILITARY REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL REPS WAS IN SESSION WHEN SULLIVAN AND MANFULL ARRIVED. 
KHANH WITHDREW FROM MEETING, LISTENED TO RECITAL OF OBSERVATIONS 
LISTED ABOVE, AND EXPRESSED GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THESE 
MATTERS SHOULD BE DEALT WITH. HOWEVER, HE LAID GREAT EMPHASIS 
UPON URGENCY WITH WHICH ACTION HAD TO BE TAKEN. HE HAD, HE 
SAID, "F IVE  DAYS AT THE OUTSIDE" AND "AT THE IN S ID E", MAYBE 
ONLY A COUPLE OF DAYS. HE THEREFORE WANTED ALL THE HELP 
HE COULD OBTAIN SOONEST. '

QECRET
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HE SAID HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES WOULD DRAFT A PROCLAMATION WHICH 
THEY WOULD DELIVER TO EMBASSY AUGUST 15 RPT 15 FOR OUR COMtlENTS 
AND THAT HE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADVICE WE COULD GIVE ON PUBLIC 
RELATIONS HANDLING OF THIS ENTERPRISE. HE DOUBTED THERE WAS- 
TIME TO GET PROFESSIONAL LEGAL ADVICE FROM WASHINGTON AND 
ALSO QUESTIONED WHETHER IT  WOULD BE REALLY USEFUL IN THESE 
"SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES". WITH TH IS , HE RETURNED, VERY SOLEMNLY, ' 
TO THE ROOM WHERE HIS MRC RPT MRC COLLEAGUES, EQUALLY SOLEMN, 
WERE BUSILY SCRATCHING ON FOOLSCAP, PRESUMABLY DRAFTING THEIR 
PROCLAMATION. '

COMMENT: ^

WE CONCLUDE THAT KHANH AND.HIS MILITARY COLLEAGUES HAVE DECIDED 
THAT THIS SORT OF CHANGE.IS INDISPENSABLE. IT  IS OF COURSE STILL  
NOT.DETERMINED WHAT GEN MINH’ S RPT MINH’ S ATTITUDE WILL BE. WE 
HAVE CONSIDERED POSSIBILITY OF SEEKING LEGAL AID FROM WASHINGTON 
TO REVIEW THIS CHARTER, BUT FEEL THIS WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE 
USEFUL BECAUSE THIS DOCUI^ENT DEPARTS SO WIDELY FROM U .S . 
EXPERIENCE AND BECAUSE TIME IS SO SHORT. WE HAVE THEREFORE 
DECIDED THAT OUR BEST EFFORTS WOULD BE DEVOTED TO (1 )  MAKING 
WORDING OF DOCUMENT LESS BRUSQUE AND THEREFORE MORE PALATABLE, 
BOTH IN  VIETNAM AND ABROAD AND (2 )  ASSISTING IN PROCLAMATION ' 
AND OTHER MEASURES OF*PUBLIC RELATIONS NATURE EXPLAINING 
NECESSITY FOR THIS SORT OF CHANGE. WHETHER WE LIKE IT  OR NOT, 
THIS IS  THE CONSTITUTIONAL FORM WHICH THE MRC RPT MRC FULLY 
INTENDS TO IMPOSE, AND WE SEE NO RPT NO ALTERNATIVE BUT 
TO MAKE BEST OF IT .
TAYLOR
BT ' '

NOTE; ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S /S-O  AUGUST 15, 1:17 A.M.

a e Ck e t -------
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SUBJECT

V I E W S  OF DANG VAN SUNG THAT SOUTHEP.N OA ! V J E T  M ! L ! T A 7;Y 
LE AD ER S PLAN AN I M M IN E N T  COUP AND ON A C T I O N  WHICH THE  

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  GOVERNMENT SHOULD TAKE

PLACE & 
DATE ACQ.

SOURCE
AND

APPPJVI5AL:

FIELD REPORT NO. I

Conlenf UNCLASSIFIED

per

SANITIZED
Airthorfty

KAte, P^te '̂ A r/74, t

date PMY 197fi__________ J

1 . (SUMMARY. ON 2 9  A P R IL  196^! DÂ :̂G VAN SUNG, LEADER 0 ." THE 

NORTHERN FACTION OF THE DAI V IE T  PARTY, S A ID  THAT SOUTH£R.\* DAI 

V IE T  M IL IT A R Y  OFFICERS WERE ’’ BEYOND DOUBT'' PLANNING A ^COU? D ’ ETAT 

W H IC H , HE B E LIV E D , WOULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. THESE M IL IT A R Y  C FrlC ER S 

MIGHT POSSIBLY PLACE SOUTHERN DAI V IE T  LEADERS NGUYEN TCri KOAN 

OR NGUYEN XUAN OANH IN CHARGE OF THE GOVERNMENT. SUNG CC?.!SIDERED 

•A COUP DISASTROUS AND S A ID  THAT THE ONLY SOLUTION V/AS TO M A!?rrA IM  

THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT V/HILE AT THE SAME TIME MOVING TOV.%RD
T h is  m a te r lsd  coa t& ln a  In fo n n a t lo n  a ffe c tin g  t h e  N atloaik l D efen se  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith in  t h e  m ean ljag  o f  t h e  Esplon& ge L aw s, T it le  
J8 , U S.C. See*. 783 p.nd 794. t h e  t r sn s m la s lo n  o r  re v e la tio n  o f  w h ic h  In  a n y  m a n n e r  t o  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  Is  p ro h ib ite d  b y  la w .

STATE/INX D IA  ARMY/ACSI NAVY AIR JCS SECDEr NSA N IC  A ID  USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR O O  I  E X O

( s v k )  d d / i ,  a d / c i  2 ,  a d / n e

R I T Y
t o :

WH SIT ROOM )
CNCXOF92;2y> D^ I /ACSJ  
DiA/Ciic

SANITIZ F.D COPI dk
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C 1 \ ' ! L !AN CONTROL„ CONCERN INQ CENTRAL V ! ETNAM, SUNG SA i D THAT GENERAL 

NGUYEN CHANH T H I , COMMANDER OF THE 1ST INFANTRY D I V I S I O N ,  VAS NOT 

A SUPPORTER OF GENERAL NGUYEN KHANH. SUNG SAID THAT HE LACKED 

S OL iD  INFORMATION CONCERNING THE VIEV/S OF GENERAL TRAN THIEN;’KHIcM 

AND COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO.)  ^

2 . SUNG S A ID  THAT HE HAD OBTAINED INFORMAT I ON V/H ICH hMDiCATED 

^'BEYOND DOUBT" THAT SOUTHERN DA I V IE T  M IL IT A R Y  OFF ICERS V/ERE

••PLAN NING  A COUP. SUNG D ID  NOT KNOV/ THE EXACT T IM IN G  FOR T.'C COUP 

BUT BELIEVED THAT IT  Vv'OULD BE IMMINENT. SUNG V/AS CERTAIN THAT 

GENERAL NGUYEN VAN T H IE U , CHIEF OF THE JO IN T GENERAL STAFF,

COLONEL HUYNH VAN TON, COMMANDER OF THE 7TH INFANTRY D IV IS IO N ,

AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL DUONG H iEU  N G H IA, COMMANDER OF THE 5TH 

ARMORED SQUADRON WERE MEMBERS OF THE COUP GROUP. SUNG .

ALSO ID E N T IF IE D  A MARINE OFFICER NAMED CHAU V/HO DISOBEYED THE 

’ o r d e r s  o f  m a r in e  COMMANDER LE NGUYEN KHANG IN NOVEMBER I9 6 3  AND 

■■ WAS AN EFFECTIVE FORCE IN OVERTHROWiNG NGO DINH D IE M . (F IE L D  

.■■■ COMMENT. CHAU IS  PROBABLY MAJOR CO TAN T IN H  CHAU, L IS T E D  AS 

COM.-/IANDER OF THE 2 ND MARINE BATTALION FOLLOV/ING THE 1 NOVEMBER 

C O U P .)

3 .  SUNG S A ID  THAT THESE DAI V IE T  M IL IT A R Y  OFFICERS V/ERE PLANNITn'G 

■ 'T H E  COUP WITHOUT REFERENCE TO OTHER DAI V IE T S , ALTHOUGH THEY

M IG HT CHOOSE TO MAKE SOUTHERN DAI V iE T  LEADER NGUYEN TON HOAN A 

F IC U R ^IIE A D  C HIEF OF STATE. SUNG S A ID  THAT THE M IL IT A R Y  LEADERS

f 'l r] V
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PACE

ALSO MIGHT CHOOSE TO PLACE DEPUTY PRIME M IN ISTER  NGUYEN XUA>  ̂ OAN;!

AT THE HEAD OF THE GOVERNMENT SINCE OANH V/AS HOAN»S AGENT FOR MAMY 

YEARS IN THE UNITED STATES.

’4 .  SUNG CONSIDERED THE TIM IN G  OF THE COUP PERFECT, AS THE DAI 

V IE T S  MIGHT NEVER HAVE A BETTER OPPORTUNITY. Sj '̂NG REASONED THAT 

GENERALS NGUYEN KHANH, DUONG VAN M IN H , AND TRAN THIEN KHIEM HAVE,

IN  EFFECT, ABDICATED POWER AND NO GOVERNMENT E X IS T S . SUNG S A ID , 

HOWEVER, THAT A SOUTHERN DAI V IE T  COUP WOULD BE DISASTROUS AS 

IT  WOULD 3E PR IM AR ILY  CATH O LIC . .

5 .  SUNG ^ A ID  THAT HA THUC KY, FORMER M IN ISTER OF INTERIOR 

UNDER KHANH AND A SOUTHERN DAI V IE T  LEADER, HAD BEEN ATTEMPTING 

TO MOUNT A COUP AGAINST KHANH BUT WITHOUT MUCH SUCCESS. SUNG 

S A ID  THAT’ KY HAD CONTACTED GENERAL NGUYEN CHANH TH! IN  TH IS  REGARD. 

SUNG COMMENTED, HOWEVER, THAT GENERAL KHANH'S RECENT STATEMENT THAT 

AN U N ID E N T IF IE D  GENERAL HAD COOPERATED V/ITH KY IN MOUl'.TING A COUP 

REFERRED TO GENERAL NGUYEN VAN T H IE U . %

6 .  SUNG S A ID  THAT THE ONLY SOLUTION WAS FOR THE AMERICANS TO

CHOOSE A YOUNGER COLONEL, ACCEPTABLE TO THE VIETNAMESE ARMEDk ^

FORCES, AND PLACE HIM IN  CHARGE OF M AIN TAIN IN G  ORDER AND 

•S T A B IL IZ IN G  THE CURRENT S IT U A T IO N ; TH IS  COLONEL, HOWEVER, SHOULD 

NOT 3E PLACED IN  CHARGE OF THE GOVERNMENT. SUNG S A ID  THAT THE PRESENT 

GOVERNMENT, IE ,TH E ' TR IU M VIR ATE, SHOULD BE '

M AIN TAINED  (PO SSIBLY WITH NGUYEN XUAN OANH AS PRIME M IN IS T E R )
Cl ASSIflCATION  DI5SEMINAX10N CQ^TKQIS ,
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BUT THAT MANY O f THE OTHER GENERALS SHOULD SE REMOVED FROM 

P O S iT iO M S  OF POV/ER, EITHER BY D IS M IS S IN G  THEM FROM THE M lLITA F r/

OR BY SENDING THEM ABROAD. SUNG THEN URGED THE FORMATION OF AN 

ADVISO RY COUNCIL COMPOSED OF C IV IL IA N  P O L IT IC A L , R E LIG IO U S ,

AND STUDENT LEADERS, V/HO V/ERE NOW SCARED AND W ILL IN G  TO COOPERATE 

TO M A IN T A IN  A STABLE GOVERNMENT.

7 .  SUNG S A ID , "WE ARE AT THE LAST MOMENT, BOTH FOR US AMD 

FOR Y O U .”  S U N G 'S A ID  THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD SERIOUSLY 

CONSIDER TAKING ACTION IMMEDIATELY AND THAT HE AND OTHER W ELL  

INTENTIONED VIETNAMESE LEADERS WOULD SUPPORT A REASONABLE ,S0 LU T IO N .

8 .  SUNG S A ID  THAT HE WAS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE S ITU ATIO N  

IN  CENTRAL V IETN AM . SUNG S A ID  FLATLY THAT GENERAL NGUYEN CHANH 

T H I D ID  NOT SUPPORT GENERAL KHANH AND, IN FACT, SUPPORTED GENERAL 

M IN H , IF  ANYONE. SUNG S A ID  THAT HE V/AS CONCERNED THAT THI MIGHT 

SUPPORT THE IDEA OF A COMMUNIST NORTH VIETNAM , NEUTRALIST CENTRAL 

V IE T N A M , AND PROWESTERN SOUTH VIETNA'M, WHICH HAS BEEN ESPOUSED 

BY THE FRENCH.

9 .  SUNG S A ID  THAT HE HAD NO SOLID  INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 

P O S IT IO N S  OF GENERAL TRAN THIEN KHIEM AND COLONEL PHAM NGOC

•■•THAO', BOTH OF WHOM HE CONSIDERED ENIGMAS.

1 0 . F IE L D  DISSEM. STATE (AMBASSADOR TAYLOR AND DEPUTY 

AMBASSADOR JOHNSON) USMACV (GERNERAL V/ESTMORELAND) CINCPAC (A r. ilR A L  

S H A R P ). (END OF MESSAGE)
C lA S SIflC A TIO N  DISSEMINATION C O N IRO IS
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SUBJECT

GROUPS P L A N N I N G  COUPS d e T A T ,  THE P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF 

A SUC CE SS F UL  COUP d e T A T ,  ANO EXPEC TED P U B L I C
r e a c t i o n : s i t u a t i o n  a p p r a i s a l  a s  S f 30 AUGUST 1 9 6 ^

PLACE & 
DATE ACQ.

SOURCE
AND

APPRAISAL;

Confenf UNCLASSiFiED 
0 ^ 8 3 7 ^ _____per

date ^ ffiM QT6

w  63608
TDCS-31V023J16-64

FIELD REPORT NO. \
SANITIZa

NWS, * ,t,y /fS r /y A

1. THIS IS A FIELD APPRAISAL OF THE CURRENT SITI^TION. IT Is NOT AN

OFFICIAL JUDGMENT BY THIS AGENCY OR ANY CC.MPONENT. IT REPRESENTS THE OBSERVATIONS 

AND INTERPRETATIONS OF A STAFF OFFICER BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO HIM aV 

THE TIME OF ITS PREPARATION. PREPARED FOR INTERNAL USE AS A GUIDE TO THE 

OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT, THIS CQMMENTARY IS DISSEMINATED IN THE BELIEF THAT IT 

VAX BE USEFUL TO OTHER AGENCIES IN ASSESSING THE SITUATION FOR THEIR aVN PURPOSES.

2 . SUMMARY. COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO, PRESS. OFFICER TO FORMER PRIME MINISTER 

NGUYEN KHANH CLAlf^lS TO BE CONTEMPLATING A COUP D'ETAT DESIGNED TO BRING HIM AND
•. 

YOUNGER OFFICERS TO PCWER. ALTHOUGH THAO HAS NOT ^NIFESTED THE ^AME MOTIVATION 

AND DEDICATION TO THE OVERTHRCW OF KHANH THAT, HE EXHIBITED IN HIS PLANS TO DESTROY 

NGO DINH DlEMj IF HE BECOMES CONVINCED THAT KHANH MUST GO,. HE WILL PROCEED WITH 

HIS PLANS. HO/EVER, HE MUST BE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING THE SUPPORT OF ADDITIONAL.'

T h is  ra? .te rta l c o n ta la s  In to n n a t lo n  a ffe c tin g  tb e  N a tio n a l D efease  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s, T l t l t  
18, C ^ .C .  S ees . 793 Rnd 794, th e  transm lsB lon  o r  re v e la tio n  o f  w h ich  l a  t c y  m a n n e r  to  a n  u a a u th o r lz e d  p a rso n  Is p ro h ib ite d  b y  law .

\m m m m
GIB

s t a t e / i n r  d ia  a r m y /a c s i  n a v y  a u  jc s  SECOEF NSA N IC  oci ONE OCR >G4><XXJ^3CX . E ^ O .
SAN iTi2;r.D  c o P i. • 4 ^

PR lOR I T Y  TO : W H  S IT  ROOM D lR N S A (? H O Q  \VO> ( R ( ^  ) ^  ^

CNO'OF^^Y)^ ‘"’ DFi/ACsi "^IC  " |

M r o  i n t  f M o n . M  I i n
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C;-':'!rXR3 5Y ii-5  SD’TEMBER  ̂ AND MUST BE CONVINCED THAT THE TR!0  OF GENERALS ARE

l . .J  VAKING PROGRESS IN GAINING CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY. HE WILL ATTEMPT HIS CO'J? 

D'ETAT, IF HE ATTEMPTS IT AT ALL, BY ABOUT THAT TIME, OR VERY SOOM THEREAFTER. THE 

ADVERSE REACTION TO A THAO COUP 0 ‘ ETAT WOULD BE 5UFF1CIENTLY STRONG TO FOSTER A 

COVNTER COUP D'ETAT ATTEMPT, OR AT BEST, CREATE AN ATTITUDE OF PASSIVITY. THERE 

ARE ALSO REPORTS OF A COUP D'ETAT BEiNG PLANNED B'^ THE SOUTHERN DAI VIET PARTY, 

ERIG.ADIER GENEPxAL NGUYEN VAN THIEU, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF AND 

CC?<* 'ANDER OF THE VIETNAMESE ARMY, AND COLONEL HUYNH VAN TON, COM.'>!ANDER OF THE 7TH ' 

IKFANTRY DIVISION, ARE THE MOST PROMINENT MILITARY OFFICERS BELIEVED TO BE AMONG 

THE LEADERS OF THE DAI VIET PLANNING* THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF CQLLABORATI ON 

BET//EEN THE THAO AND THE DAI VIET COUP D'ETAT PUNNERS.

3 . COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO IS CONSIDERED THE INDlVIDUAL GENERATOR OF THE 

COUP D'ETAT PLOTTING DESIGNED TO BRING HIM AND YOUNGER OFFICERS TO PO/^ER. HaVEVER, 

THERE ARE OTHER GROUPS WHICH SEEM TO BE PLANNING A COUP D»ETAT AS WELL. WORKING 

VERY CLOSELY WITH THAO ARE OFFICERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE COUP D’ ETAT PLOTTING 

PRIOR TO' 1 . NOVEMBER I963 AND V/HO BORE THE.BRUNT OF THE ACTUAL FIGHTING IN THE 

CO'J? D’ ETAT. GENERALS ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP. ALTHOUGH SOME OF THE 

CTFICERS.HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE COUNTRY, OR TO SEEMINGLY INNXUOUS 

STAFF JOBS, THE QUESTION REMAINS AS TO THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY HAVE RETAINED THE 

LOYALTY' OF THEIR FORMER TROOPS AND IF THAO HAS BEEN ABLE TO ACQUIRE, BY TRANSFER, 

THIS LCYALTY.

1}, FOR EXAMPLE, COr'‘.MANDERS OF THE AIRBORNE AND OF THE MARINES CLAIM THEIR 

TRCO!-:o.ARE LOYAL TO GENERAL NGU'i'EN KHANH. Ha/EVER, AS IN PREVIOUS COUPS D'ETAT,

AT le a s t  SG>'1E OF THESE UNITS ARE UNPREDICTABLE AND COULD BE SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE

r r  A p T ' /
J.
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BL/,ND1SHMENTS OF THAO AND HIS COLLEAGUES. THAO'S CLAIMS OF SUPPORT OF THE 2lST^ 

25TH, ^TH AND 2ND DIVISIONS ARE PROBABLY EXAGGERATED. EVEN IF THERE ARE ELEMENTS 

OF TRUTH IN THAO'S CLAIM, TRANSPORT I NG TROOPS TO THE SAIGON AREA V/OULD BE A 

DIFFICULT UNDERTAKING AND RAISES THE QUESTION OF THE AIR FORCE PART IN THE COUP 

D’ ETAT PLOTTING. ALTHOUGH GENERAL NGUYEN CAO KY, COMMANDER OF THE VIETNAMESE,AlR 

FORCEj APPEARS TO BE RECONSIDERING, HE IS A MERCURIAL INDI VI DUAL,'AND CONTINUED 

INACTION ON THE PART OF GENERALS KHANH,. TRAN THIEN KHIEM AND DUONG VAN MINH COULD 

STIR HIM AGAIN.'

' ’52 THAO’ S INTENTIONS REST ON WO FACTORS, HIS OVN STATEMENTS AND A SUBJECTIVE 

ANALYSIS OF HiS CURRENT ATTITUDE. THAO SAID ON 25 AUGUST THAT ANOTHERCOUP D'ETAT 

WOULD BE A DISASTER, AND THREE DAYS LATER SPOKE IN DETAIL OF HIS COUP D'ETAT 

.PLANNING. HE SAID ON 28 AUGUST THAT HE STILL V/ISHED TO SUPPORT KHANH, DID NOT V/ANT 

A COUP D’ ETAT, BUT THAT HE BELIEVED HE V/OULD PROBABLY END UP WITH NO CHOICE, SINCE 

HE STRONGLY DOUBTS THE TRIUMVIRATE WILL V/ORK. HE HAS ALSO CLAIMED, WITH APPARENT 

HONESTY, THAT HE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTIONS IF ANOTHER GROUP, THE SOUTHERN DAf V IETS, 

STAGED. A COUP D» ETAT BEFORE. HI S. A VERY SUBJECTIVE IMPRESSION OF THAO’ S ATTITUDE 

IS THAT HE HAS NOT MINlFESTED THE SAME MOTIVATION AND DEDICATION TO THE OVERTHRO ^

OF KHANH THAT. HE EXHIBITED IN HIS PLANS TO DESTROY DIEM AND NHU. . THAO IS A 

COMBINATION OF CAUTION AND. IMPETUOUSNESS AND, IF HE BECOMES EMOTIONALLY CONVINCED 

THAT KHANH MUST. GO, HE WILL PROCEED WITH HIS PLANS. ' '

6 . THAO STATED ON 28 AUGUST THAT HE V/OULD HAVE TO WAIT SOME DAYS PRIOR TO 

TAKING ACTION IN ORDER TO CONTACT INDIVIDUAL OFFICERS TO ARRANGE THE NEUTRALIZATION 

OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL DUONG HIEU NGHIA, COMMANDER OF THE 5TH ARMORED SQUADRON, V'/HO, 

AS A SOUTHERN DAI VIET ACTIVIST, WOULD BE a^POSED TO THE THAO COUP D’ ETAT. THAO HAS

U J i
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ALSO SAID THAT HE WISHES TIME IN ORDER TO REMOVE GENERAL DO CAO TR l, COMMAMDER Of 

THE 2ND CORPS  ̂ FROM THE RICTURE, AND THAT h OR 5 SEPTEMBER WOULD BE THE BEST TIN'.E 

FOR THIS. IF THAO IS SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING THE SUPPORT OF ADDITIONAL OFFICERS BY 

OR 5 SEPTEf'BER/ AND IF HE IS CONVINCED THAT THE TRIO OF GENERALS ARE NOT mKlMC 

PRO«3RES3 IN GAINING CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY, HE WILl^ MOVE, IF  HE MOVES AT ALL, BY 

ABOUT THAT TIME OR VERY SOON THEREAFTER.

7 . IN ADDITION TO THE LOYALTY AND STRENGTH STATUS OFT MILITARY UNITS IN THE 

SAIGON AREA, THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF THAO’ S COUP ATTEMPT WILL DEPEND ON THREE 

FACTORS: A. WHETHER OR NOT KHANH MOVES ENERGETICALLY IN THE NEXT FB f̂ DAYS TO 

CONTROL THE SITUATION^:

B. THE ACTIONS OF GENERAL KHIEM IF  A COUP D'ETAT IS ACTUALLY ATTEMPTED. 

KHIEM HAS DISPLAYED AN UNCANNY KNACK IN THE PAST.OF BEING ON THE VJINNING SIDE, BUT 

THERE IS SOME QUESTION OF HO, / MUCH PaVER HE NO,'/ HAS. KHIEM HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY 

DISCREDITED IN THE PAST FEW DAYS. HE PROBABLY RETAINS CONTROL OF AT LEAST THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPARATUS OF THE MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, AND IF HE COULD 

MAKE AVAILABLE, FOR EXAMPLE, CQMMUNI CATIONS FACILITIES TO THE COUP D’ ETAT FORCES, 

HE WOULD BE A KEY FACTOR. FRIENDSHIP BE1V/EEN THAO AND KHIEM, WHICH WAS FORMERLY 

CLOSE,'APPEARS .TO HAVE BEEN STRAINED IN RECENT WEEKS, AND ONE REASON IS THE STRONG 

RUMOR OF KHIEM’ S AFFILIATIONS WITH THE SOUTHERN'DAI VIETS.
• •

C, THE R0L;£.0F THE AIR FORCE AND WHETHER IT WILL PROVIDE TROOP 

TRANSPORT TO THE COUP D’ ETAT FORCES IS ALSO A PRIME FACTOR. NO HARD INTELLIGENCE 

HAS BEEN’ RECEIVED TO SUPPORT THAO'S CONTENTION THAT HE HAS AIR FORCE SUPPORT.

8 . THAO HAS SAID THAT ANY GOVERNMENT IN WHICH HE HAS A VOICE OR INFLUENCE 

WOULD BE PRO-WEST AND STRONGLY ANTI-COMMUN1 ST. HE ADVOCATES STRONG MILITARY CCN-

ii *1 ¥
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TROL UNTIL THE WAR IS WON, WHILE AT THE SAME TIKE VOICING THE IMPORTANCE OF A 

TWO PARTY SYSTEM  ̂ AND A CABINET OF HONEST, YOUNG TECHNICIANS WHO WOULD BE PRE

PARED TO ASSUME FULL AUTHORITY AFTER VICTORY. A MEANINGFUL ASSESSMENT OF THE 

POLITICAL .ORIENTATION OF A THAO CONTROLLED GOVERNMENT IS NOT POSSIBLE WITHOUT .

A FIRMER EVALUATION THAN NO,V EXISTS OF THAO HIMSELF. . . .

9 . IN SUM, THE PUBLIC REACTION OF A TEMPORAgHLY SUCCESSFUL COUP D'ETAT 

BY THAO AND.HIS COLLEAGUES WOULD BE EXTREMELY ADVERSE. THERE ARE VIETNAMESE 

AR^if OFFICERS^SIGNIFICANT IN NUMBER AND POSITION, WHO STRONGLY DISTRUST THAO»S 

POLITICAL INTENTIONS AND WHO CONSIDER HIM A HIGH RANKING VIET CONG AGENT. THIS 

FEELING 13 ,SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO STIMULATE A COUNTER COUP D'ETAT AGAINST.THAO 

OR, AT BEST, CREATE AN ATTITUDE OF P/?SSIVITY. THAO, A CATHOLIC, CUIMS TO HAVE 

RECEIVED THE BLESSING OF A TOP MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC HIERARCHY IN SAIGON, AND 

POSSIBLY THE OVER-ALL CATHOLIC REACTION WOULD BE FAVORABLE, PARTICUURLY IN VIE>/

OF THE CATHOLIC F.EAB OF A BUDDHIST CONTROLLED GOVERNMENT. HQVEVER, THERE WOULD 

BE STRONG ELEMENTS OF CATHOLIC DISSATISFACTION BECAUSE OF SUSPICIONS OR THAO'S 

VIET CONG CONNECTIONS. THE REACTION OF JHE BUDDHISTS, PARTICULARLY THICH TRI 

QUANG, WOULD BE VIOLENT OR CLOSE TO VIOLENCE, AND STRONG, ENOUGH TO BRlN(l THAO 

Oa/N SHORTLY AFTER HIS ASSUMPTION OF Pa^/ER. PERHAPS, MOST IMPORTANT WOULD BE THE 

GENERAL'BUBL1C REACTION. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT AFTER TWO COUPS D'ETAT, RIOTS AND 

NEAR ANARCHY, THE GENERAL REACTION COULD BE ONE OF HOPELESSNESS AND INDIFFERENCE.

10. THERE IS ANOTHER ELEMENT WHICH IS SIGNIFICANT IN ASSESSING A THAO 

INITIATED COUP D'ETAT. THAO HAS STATED THAT THE SOUTHERN DAI VIETS, SfECIFICALLY  

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DUONG HIEU NGHIA, ARMORED CORPS;. COLONEL HUYNH VAN,;TON, COMMANDER 

OF THE 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION; GENERAL NGUYEN VAN THIEU; AMD, FORMER MINISTER OF
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lilTcRlOR HA THUG KY  ̂ ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IM COUP D’ ETAT PLOTTING, IN AODITIOM,

CS 29 AUGUST 196^ A MATURE AND RESPECTED VIETNAMESE OBSERVER OF THE LXAL SCENE 

EXPRESSED HIS FEAR THAT A SOUTHERN DAI VIET COUP D'ETAT WAS IMMINENT AND WOULD BE 

DiSASTROUSj BECAUSE OF THE CATHOLIC AND CAN LAO ORIENTATION OF THE COiJP D’ ETAT 

LEADERS^ THE OBSERVER ADMITTED THAT HE DID NOT HAVE SPECIFICS OR SUBSTANTIATING 

DATA, BUT SAID THAT HE HAD PEOPLE INVESTIGATING. ^ S O  ON 29 AUGUST, A SENIOR 

OFFICER -IN THE ARMORED CORPS STATED THAT THE SOUTHERN DA! VIETS-WERE PLANNING A 

LARGE MANIFESTATI9N OR A COUP D ETAT. FOR THIS REASON, THE ARMORED OFFICER 

ORDERED ON 29 AUGUST.THAT TV/ENTY EIGHT M113 ARMORED CARS,BE MOVED TO SAIGON., THE 

OFFICER JDENT!FIEQ THE COUP D'ETAT PLOTTERS AS GENERAL NGUYEN VAN THIEU, COLONEL 

HI TrNH VAN TON AND GIA DINH PROVINCE CHIEF LIEUTENANT COLONEL NHAN MINK TRANG. HE! 

REPORTED THAT THE MILITARY SOUTHERN DAI VIETS WERE ATTEMPTING TO ENGAGE THE SUPPORT 

OF GENERAL TRAN THIEN KHIEM, BUT THAT AS FAR AS HE,.KNEW, KHI EM WAS UNDECIDED. THE 

ARMORED.OFFICER DID NOT KNO,'/ THE TIMING OF THE PLANNED SOUTHERN DAI VIET COUP D’ ETAT 

AND WAS TRYING TO INFLUENCE NGHIA BUT WITHOUT APPARENT SUCCESS.

• n .  THE.PUBLIC REACTION TO A SOUTHERN DAI VIET COUP D'ETAT.WOULD BE ADVERSE,
* *  * « 

THE BUDDHIST REACTION VOULD. PROBABLY BE.VIOLENT. TRI QUANG HAS EXPRESSED AN 

ir^ENSE DISTRUST OF THE CATHOLICS, DAI VIETS, AND THE CAN U O ; THE SOUTHERN DAI 

VIET PLOmNG:CONTAlNS ALL OF THESE ELEMENTS, A COALESCING OF THAO AND THE SOUTHERN 

DAU VIETS tS, UNLIKELY. THE SOUTHERN DAI VIETS DO NOT COLLABORATE WITH OTHERS, AND 

THAO HAS CONDITIONS,WHICH MAKE SUCH A CONDITION EVEN MORE UNLIKELY. THE SENIOR 

ARMORED OFFICER SAID ON 29 AUGUST THAT HE CONSIDERED SUCH COLLABORATION MOST 

IMPROBABLE, SINCE THE TV/O ELEMENTS ARE INCOMPATIBLE.

12. FIELD DISSEM. STATE (ANBASSADOR TAYLOR, DEPUTY AMBASSADOR JOHNSON) USr^CV 
(GENERAL V/ESTMORELAND) Cl NCPAC (ADMIRAL SHARP) 1 .

Eito'Wl^iESSAGE  ̂ ^
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1. E F F O R T S  OF C O L .  P H A M NGOC THAO TO GET SUPPORT FOR A 

COUP d e t a t  ATTEMPT
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1 . ON 2 6  AUGUST COLONEL PHAM NQOC THAO DISCUSSED THE 

P O S S IB IL IT Y  OF A COUP D ’ ETAT WITH L T , COL. TU FNU, COMMANDER OF 

AN ARMORED U N IT AT CU CHI ( IN  HAU NGHlA PROVINCE, ABOUT 2 5  M ILES 

WEST OF S A IG O N ). THE TWO ALSO DISCUSSED MEANS OF COORDINATING 

A IR  FORCE A C T IV IT Y  WITH THE GROUND UNITS INVOLVED IN»"THE PLANNED 

COUP. THAO S A ID  HE HAS SET THE COUP DATE FOR EITHER k  OR ^  

SEPTEMBER. HE REASONED THAT HE KNEW GENERAL DO CAO T R I, COMMANDER 

OF THE I I  CORPS, V^O WOULD OPPOSE A COUP, V/ENT TO NHA TRANG EVERY 

WEEKEND. THAO THOUGHT IT  WOULD BE EASY FOR THE VIETNAMESE A IR

FORCE CREW CHAUFFER ING TRI TO NHA TRANG TO LAND AT SOME OTHER
TV-ts m a te r ia l  c o titf tln s  In fo rm a tio n  a ffe c tin g  th e  N a tio n a l D efen se  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith in  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  th e  E5p 
18, U .S .C . S ecs. 703 f nd 794. th e  tr a n s m is s io n  o r  r e v e la tio n  o f  w h ic h  in  t n y  m a n n e r  t o  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  Is 1

i iM T iir f t r  .... .
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F IE L D  V/HERE TRI COULD DE ARRESTED BY COUP FORCE.

2 . THAO S A ID  HE D E F IN IT E LY  HAS 9TH DI V IS I ON.COMMANDER '

GENERAL V IN H  LOC LIN ED  UP WITH THE COUP GROUP AS V/ELL AS THE 

VIETNAMESE SPECIAL FORCES IN I I  CORPS.

A U N IT  UNDER THE 7TH D IV IS IO N  COULD BE BROUGHT IN BY HELICOPTER 

TO SUPPORT THE COUP, DESPITE THE FACT THAT COLONEL HUYNH VAN TON, 

COMMANDER OF THE 7TH D IV IS IO N , WOULD OPPOSE A COUP. THAO 

THEN WONDERED WHETHER THE 217HQ HELICOPTER SQUADRON MIGHT BE USED 

TO TRANSPORT THE y T H D IV IS IO N  U N IT .

3 .  DURING THE AFTERNOON OF 2 |  AUGUST THAO TALKED WITH 

COMMANDER OF THE A IR  FORCE NGUYEN CAO KY ON THE MATTER OF A COUP. 

V/HEN THAO LEFT K Y 'S  OFFICE HE SA ID  KY WENT ALONG WITH THE PLAN. 

HOWEVER, KY S A ID  NOTHING AFTER H IS  TALK WITH THAO. (SOURCE COMuMENT;. 

KY D ID  NOT APPEAR TO BE TOO EAGER TO SUPPORT THAO. IT  IS  POSSIBLE 

THAT KY TR IED  AT THE MEETING TO DISSUADE THAO FROM MOUNTING A

COUP. IT  SEEMS ALSO THAT KY IS  BEGI'NNING TO SYMPATHIZE WITH THE 

P O S IT IO N  OF GENERAL NGUYEN KHANH.)

F IE L D  DISSEM. STATE (AMBASSADOR TAYLOR AND DEPUTY 

■AMBASSADOR JOHNSON) USMACV (GENERAL WESTMORELAND) CINCPAC (ADMIRAL 

SHARP).

(END OF MESSAGE)
CIASSIFICATIO.N  DISSEMINATION CONTROIS
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u  THIS IS AN APPRAISAL OF PHAM NGOC THAO. IT |S NOT AN OFFICIAL 

JUDGMENT BY THIS AGENCY OR ANY COMPONENTo IT REPRESENTS THE OBSERVATIONS. A^e 

INTERPRETATIONS OF A STAFF OFFICER BASED OM INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO HIM AT THE 

TIME OF ITS PREPARATION. PREPARED; FOR INTERNAL USE AS A GUIDE TO'THE OPERATIONAL ■ 

ENVIRONMENT, THIS COMMENTARY IS DISSEMINATED IN THE BELIEF THAT IT  MAY BE USERJL 

TO OTHER AGENCIES IN ASSESSING THE SITUATION FOR THEIR 0/TN PURPOSES.

2 . SU!WRY. COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO, PRESS OFFICER TO FORMER PRIME MS MISTER 

NGUTEN KHANH, IS PLANNING A COUP D’ ETAT ON SEPTEMBER TH.AO, A FORH£R

VIET MINH, DEFECTED TO TteJSO'/ERNMENT IN I956 AND BECAME A PROTEGK OF BISHOP MGO 

DINH THUC. HE HAD A VARIETY OF POSITIONS IN THE NGO'DINH DIEM REGIME AND ROSE TO 

PROVINCE CHIEF BY 1961. BY EARLY I963 HE HAD FALLEN FROM THE POLITICAL GR.aCE3 OF 

THE DIEM REGIME AND.PLANNED TO FORM A CLANDESTINE POLITICAL GROUP AGAINST IT . UPON

rraiterl*il c o n ta in s  In lo rm a tlo n  a C e c tln g  t i je  Nattonekl D efen se  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  v l t h t n  t h e  m e a n in g  x>t t h e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s. T i t le  
18, U S .C . S ecs. 733 a n d  7M , th e  tra n sm iss io n  o r  re v e la tio n  o f  w h ich  In a n y  m a n n e r  t o  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  Is p ro h ib ite d  by^lhv/.

STATE/INR DIA A R M Y /a CSI NAVY AIR JCS SECDEF NSA NIC  A ID  USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR O O  d D i \ e: X9 .
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PL ANS OF C O L .  PHAM NGOC THAO TO MOUNT A COUP IN  THE  

EVENT SOUTH V I E T N A M  S I T U A T I O N  I S  NOT Q U I C K L Y  TAKEN  
IN HAND BY G E N .  TRAN T H I E N  K H I E M  OR OTHER LEADER

REF 'IK  62 09  H

FIELD REPORT NO. \

SANITIZED

Authority ^  > 
Ry • WARS, Date

 1 . (SUMMARY. COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO S A ID  ON 2 8  AUGUST THAT

UNLESS GENERAL TRAN THIEN KHIEM, OR SOMEONE ELSE, TAKES THE CHAOTIC 

SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM IN HAND, HE V/ lLL MOUNT A COUP D«ETAT,

THAO DOES NOT EXPECT KHIEM TO TAKE THE S ITUATION IN HANDj HE CONSIDERS 

KHANH WEAK. THAO SAID  IF OTHERS, SUCH AS THE DAI V |E T S , MAKE A 

MOVE TO RIGHT THE S IT U A T IO N , THAT WOULD BE SATISFACTORY TO H IM .

THAO L IS T S  THE M IL IT A R Y  ELEMENTS V.'HICH W ILL  SUPPORT HIM  AND 

COMMENTS ON SOME V/HICH MIGHT NOT. IF HE IS FORCED TO .

MOUNT H IS  COUP, THAO W ILL  BE PRIME M INISTER WITH EITHER DUONG 

VAN MINH OR PHAM KHAC SUU AS CHIEF OF STATE. THAO STATES THAT

T h is  m a te r U l  c o n ta in s  In fo rm a tio n  a S e c tln g  th e  N a tio n a l D s fe n se  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith in  th e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s, T i t le  
18, U .S.C . S ecs. 733 a n d  791, th e  t r a n s d l s s io n  o r  r e re la t lo n  o f  w h ich  !n  a n y  m a n n e r  to  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  .p e rso n  i s  p ro h ib ite d  b y  law .

IsnH M M R M lB P ilr .........
SfA TE/lN R  DIA ARMY/ACSl NAVY AIR JCS SECD3F NSA N IC  p5s»  « a a f  OCI ONE OCR Gi3« eS> E X O

( s v n )  d d / i a d / c i  2

IMMEDIATE t o : W H  S IT  RO O M  D lR N S A (P R O D  V/O) S T A T 2  { RC > )
CNO(OP<)2 2 Y) DFI/AC5 I N I C _l
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HE OOES NOT SEE HOW GENERAL NGUYEN KHANH CAN S T A Y .)

2 . COLONGEL PHAM NGOC THAO, PRESS SECRETARY TO NGUYEN KHANH, 

SAHD ON 2 8  AUGUST THAT HE AND MANY OTHER O rF 1CERS'ARE COMPLETELY 

d is g u s t e d  WITH THE CURRENT S ITU A T IO N  AND HE FEELS THAT UNLESS 

G E n lR A L  TRAM TH IEN  KHI EM TAKES CHARGE OF THE S ITU ATIO N  QUICKLY,

HE (THAO) W IL L  A C T; THERE W ILL  BE A COUP D>ETAT. THAO S A ID  HE 

DOES NOT L IK E  THE ID EA , HE WOULD L IK E  TO V/ORK WITH GENERAL TRAN 

TH iE N  KHIEM BUT HE SINCERELY DOUBTS THAT KH I EM W ILL  MAKE D ECISIO NS^ 

KHIEM LACKS COURAGE. THAO S A ID , "THE GENERALS ARE F tN IS H E D ."  

HOV/EVER, THAO W ILL  W AIT TO SEE IF  KHIEM CAN CONTROL THINGS.

THAO, A C ATH O LIC , S A ID  HE HAD TOLD A HIGH RANKING VIETNAMESE 

CATHOLIC PRELATE,MONSIGNOR T IE N ., VIUM  HE PLANNED TO DO, ASKED"

FOR H IS  BLESSIN G , AND RECEIVED IT .  '

3 .  IF  HE MOUNTS H IS  COUP, THE FOLLOWING W ILL  BE THE COMPOSITION 

OF THE GOVERNMENT: THAO W ILL  BE PRIME M IN IS T E R . THE CHIEF OF 

STATE V /IL L  BE GENERAL DUONG VAN (B IG )  MINH OR PHAM KHAC SUU, AN 

ELDERLY BUT RESPECTED P O LIT IC A N  \M 0 LONG OPPOSED T H E 'D I EM REGIME. 

THAO S A ID  HE R EALIZES  SUU’ S SHORTCOMINGS H1S S E N IL IT Y  AND THE 

P O S S IB IL IT Y  HE MIGHT ISSUE SOME SORT OF FOOLISH STATEMENT ABOUT 

N E U TR A LITY , BUT HE (THAO) FEELS THAT THE CHIEF OF STATE W ILL

BE LARGELY A FIGUREHEAD V/HO W ILL  BE CONTROLLED. THAO HAS NOT 

THOUGHT IN D E T A IL  ABOUT A CABINET BUT MENTIONED GENERAL' TRAN VAN 

M ir.H  AS A POSSIBLE M IN IS TE R  OF DEFENSE, VU VAN MAU AS POSSIBLY
 C lASSIflCATION  DISSEMINATION CONTROLS
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[ 1! MISTER GF INTERIOR, AND TRUONG DUU KHANH, FORMER CHARGE 

’ AFFAIRES IN LONDON, AS A POSSIBLE FOREIGN M IN IS T E R . THAO ALSO 

S A iD  HE V/CULD L IK E  TO HAVE PHAN HUY QUAT AS M IN ISTER TO THE 

PRESIDENCY,

H . GOING DOV/N THE L IS T  OF M IL IT A R Y  UNITS V/HICH MIGHT OR WOULD 

SUPPORT A COUP THAO SA lDs

A . GENERAL NGUYEN CAO KY, CO^^t^NDER OF THE A IR  FORCE, IS  

FOR IT .

B . GENERAL CAO VAN V IE N , COMMANDER OF THE A IR 30RNE, W IL L ,

HE FEELS, NOT BE AGAINST THE COUP.

C . SOME MARINES W ILL  BE FOR THE COUP; SOME W ILL  BET 

NEUTRAL.

D . '  L T . COL. DUONG HIEU NGHIA, COMMANDER OF THE 5TH ARMORED 

SQUADRON^ W ILL  BE OPPOSED; BUT HE CAt! POSSIBLY BE riE'JTRAL I ZED. 

SOME ARMOR W ILL  BE FOR THE COUP.

E . COLONEL HUYNH VAN TON OF THE 7TH INFANTRY D IV IS IO N  W ILL 

BE OPPOSED; THE COMMA.NDERS OF THE TWO BATTALIONS ! h i SAIGON ARE 

LOYAL TO TON. HOWEVER, THE COMPANY COMMANDERS OF THESE 1V!0 

BATTALIONS AMD THE COMMANDER OF THE BATTALION IN TAN AH LONG Ab' 

PROVINCE ARE FOR THE COUP„

F .  THE VIETNAMESE SPECIAL FORCES ELEMENT IN SAIGCN (ABOUT 

]0 0  MEN) ARE FOR THE COUP.

G. GENERAL DUONG VAN DUC, CCM^•^^fJDER OF IV  CORPS, l i \ Y  GO
ClASSIFiCATlON  d is s e m in a t io n  CONTROLS
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E i l r l E R  V/AY. THAO S A ID  HE HAS A RATHlR DELICATE PERSONAL RELATiCNSH 

V /iTH  DUG.

H . g e n e r a l  V INH lo g  or THE 5TH D IV IS IO N  IS  FOR THE COUP.

I» THE COMyiANDERS OF THE 21 ST, 25TH AND 2 ND D IV IS IO N S  ARE 

A LL  FOR THE COUP.

J .  GENERAL DO CAO T R I,  COMMANDER OF I I  CORPS, MAY GIVE 

THE COUP GROUP TROUBLE. HOWEVER, THEY TH IN !^  HE CAN BE NEUTRALIZED.. 

GENERAL NGUYEN VAN LA , COM^A^NDER OF THE NON COMMISSIONED OFFfCERS 

ACADEMY IN NHA TRANG, IS  FOR THE COUP AS IS  THE KHANH HOA PROVINCE 

C H IE F  AND ALL THE SPECIAL FORCES IN THE AREA.

5 .  THAO S A ID  HE IS  STRONGLY OPPOSED TO P O L IT IC A L  INFLUENCE

IN THE ARMY. HE FEELS THAT IF  DAI V IE T  OFFICERS V/ANT TO RENOUNCE 

P O L IT IC A L  A C T IV IT Y  IN THE ARMY ON BEHALF OF THE DAI V IE T  PARTY THEY 

V/ELL B£ V/ELCOMED BY THE COUP GROUP. THAO S A ID  HE W ILL  M \KE 

NO PROMISES OF PROMOTIONS TO ANYONE IN ORDER TO GET THEIR  SUPPORT. 

DUONG H IEU  NGHIA OF THE ARMORED COMMAND CAN BE

BOUGHT, THAO S A ID , BUT HE W ILL  NOT'OFFER TO PAY ANYONE. HE THINKS 

HE CAN WORK WITH HA THUG KY, A DAI V IE T  AND FORMER M IN IS TE R  OF 

IN TE R IO R .

6 .  THAO ALSO S A ID  THAT IF ANOTHER GROUP DAl V IE T S  FOR 

EXAMPLE- MADE A MOVE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS TO TAKE THINGS IN HAND- 

THAT V/OULD BE ALL R IG H T. THE DAI V iE T S , HE S A ID , TH IN K GENERAL 

KHIEM  IS  BACK OF THEM; BUT KHI EM IS  ONLY ‘'HALF*' SUr^f ORTING THEM.
C lA S5lr(C A TI0N   DISSE.MiNATION CONTROLS
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G::n :̂r a l  d u g , vfrio a t  c n e  t im e  m ig h t  h a v e  b a c k e d  k h ie m , is  n o t a

SUPPORTER NOV/ BECAUSE CF K H IE M 'S  DAI V IE T  CONNECT ICNS. ( r  lELD 

c o m m e n t: t h e  c l e a r  IM P LIC A D O N  h e re  is  t h a t  THAO TEELS t h a t  

THE DAI V IE T S  V /iL L  NOT TAKE A C T IO N .) ON KHI EM, THAO RECALLED A 

CONVERSATION HE HAD Vv'ITH THAT GENERAL ON 26  A’JGUST. KH i EM WkZ 

c r y in g ,  KHIEM SAID  THAT HE LIKED  KHANH„ HOWEVER, COLONEL TON 

HAD ASKCD .KHIEM TO TAKE POWER. HE REFUSED, SAYING HE COULD NOT 

BECAUSE THE BUDDHISTS DO NOT L IK E  H IM .

7 .  ON EVENTS OF THE PAST TWO DAYS THAO SAID  HE DOES NOT SEE 

HOW KHANH "CAN S T A Y ". KHANH MADE TOO MANY CONCESSIONS TO THE 

BUDDHISTS; THE RIOTS OF 2 7  AUGUST WERE TERRIBLE AND THEN KHANH 

TOOK OFF FOR VUNG TAU. ALL THE O FFKER S FEEL HE SHOULD H.AVE 

STAYED IN SAIGON. KHANH HAS NO PRESTIGE WITH THE PEOPLE. ALMOST 

EVERYONE THINKS KHANH IS  STAYING IN POWER ONLY BECAUSE HE HAS 

AMERICAN SUPPORT. THAO SA ID  HE HAS TRIED TO SERVE KHANH HONESTLY 

AND V7E LL . V>fHEN HE (THAO) TOOK THE JOB AS KHANH*S PRESS SECRETARY 

HE TOLD KHANH THAT HE V/AS NO PERSON'LL FRIEND BUT V/OULD V/ORK

FOR H IM  CONSCIENTIOUSLY AS A GOOD C IV IL  SERVANT. NOV/ HE DOES 

NOT WANT TO GOVERN. THAO SAID  HE HAD TALKED WITH KH.ANH ON THE 

MORNING OF 2 7  AUGUST AND HE SEEMED C0 NFIDENT| BY NIGHTFALL 

HE V/AS DEPRESSED.

8 . F IE LD  DISSEMM STATE (AMBASSADOR TAYLOR, DEPUTY AMBASSADOR 

JOHNSON) USMACV (GENERAL V/ESTMORELAND) CINCPAC(ADM! RAL SHARP).
CLASSIFICATION  DISSEMINATION CONISOLS (END OF MESSAGE)
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SANITISSD COPY

(jPRICHri'Y

/  0  (o

COUNTRY

DATE OF 
INFO.

SOUTH. VIE'HIAM

CENTRAL JN7 ELL1G S N C 2 A G eN C Y

I n t e l l i g e n c e  I n f o r m a t i o n  C a b l e

SANITIZED
 T D C S 3 V 0 2 3 ^ 2 6

Confent UNCLASSIFIED

per

DISTR. 23 AUGUST ±S6h

SUBJECT

M  im L Y S lS  0? THIGH TP.I QUMG'S P0SSI3IE COMMUDIIST 
AFFILIATIOZiS, ESRSOiSALITY P2TH GOALS:
REPORT AS OF 27 A.UGUST 3.96î

PLACE & 
DAT£ ACQ.

SOU.’̂ CE
AND

APPRAISAL:

REF IN
SANITIZED

Authority
FIELD REPORT NO.

\ NÂ , Date

1 . THIS IS  A FIELD APPRAJBAL .0? TBIOE  TR I QUASfG. IT  IS  KOG?* AJI OFFICIAL 

.JUDGMSKT BY THIS AGEiSGY OR A T f COMPO^®I\'?. IT  PxE?RESS,’}{TS THE OBSERVATIONS AOT 

If̂ iERPRETATIOriS OF A STAFF OFFICER BASED O: ! EIFORM^TION AYAILABLS TO HIM AT 9,'HE 

TIME OF ITS  PREPARATION. PBF^AEED FOR T̂ .TUERNAL USB AS A GUinS TO THE OPSRA‘I.IO im

H.WIRONMEBIT, THIS COMMSKTARY IS  DISSEltEM SlD IN  THE BELIEF THAT IT  14AY BE USEFJI.  

TO OTHER ACSWGIES IK  ASSESSHIG TEE SITUAiDIO?? FOR THEIR OWN PUPPCSSS.

2. SUI MARY. A SUMMARY OF EffORMATION AVAHA3LE AS 07^.27 AUGUST 19614- 0.\' 

VHETHER THIGH TR I QUAKG IS  A CCMMU?TIST LEADS TO THE CONCLUSION THAT, AiTHOUaH 

TSSRS ARE POSITIVE INDICATIONS, THEY lACK GUPPORTSG EVIEENC'S TfHICH WOULD MAEE 

THSU CREDIBLE. THE ASSESSMENT IS , THEREFORE, THAT TR I QUAl'IG IS  NOT A CGMM.DJZCT.

A_N EVALUATION OF TRI QUA-2TG*S PERSO?IAI,ITY A2ID AN ESTH-IATS OF HIS GG.ALS DISCLOSES 

TEAT TR I QUÂ IG IS  A SUPRSMSLY CO îFIEENT A îD AMBITIOUS MAN, . V7H0 PROBABLY ¥AJiTS TO

T h is  ta a te r la l  c o n ta in s  lo fo rm a tlo n  alX ectlag th e  N a tio n a l D efense  o t  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ltts ln  th e  m e a n in g  o l th e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s, T it le  
18. U .S.C. S ecs. 793 a n d  794. th e  tra n sm iss io n  o r  re v e la tio n  o f  w h ich  In e n y  m a n n e r  to  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  is  p ro h lb lte tl  by

SAiTlTlZgD &3 ?^

STA Tc/lN ? DIA A R M Y /a CSI NAVY AIR JCS  SECDEF N5A N IC  A ID  UStA OCI ONE OCR
(s /V i)

R DDI
)

r f \ o R \ T i WH SIT ROOM DIRNSACPROD 'WO) STAT^T^C j )
CNO(OP922Y) DrI/ACSI 

ir c:
N IC  } 

t*A cTCrey^ *
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COUNTSY WORTH AND SOUTH V I E T N A M  pCt* 

DATE OF 6 12 AUGUST 196^
INFO.

CENTRAL I NTELL I GENC2 A G t N C Y  /  f

I n t e l l i g e n c e  I n f o r m a t i o n  C a b l e '
UHCLAS^F1£D

2 4 MAY 197S

DATE ACQ. \

SOURCE
AND

APPRAISAL;

SUBJECT

/ 0 7

TDCS -3 : V 02219- 6^

DISTR. 27 AUGUST 1 9 6 ^

SANITIZED
NORTH V IETrJAMESE V I E W P O I N T S  ON THE V I E T N A M E S t :  S I T U A T I O N

SANITIZED
Authority,

, NAHS, B t t e _ ^ f 2 ^

REF 'JN 61820

FIELD REPORT NO. »

*1 . THE PRESENT POLICY CF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE REGIME (DEMO

CRAT 1C REPUBLIC CF VIETNAM, DRV) IS  TO APPEAR IN FAVOR OF MODERATION 

AND A D ISPLAY OF GOOD W ILL  IN NEGOTIATING A P O LIT IC A L SOLUTION 

FOR SOUTH V IE T N A M .’ THE DRV IS  CONGRATULATING ITSELF UPON 

DE G AU LLE 'S  I5 6 3  DECLARATION IN FAVOR CF NEUTRAL IZ A T ! 0 N| DE 

GAULLE IS  NOW ENGAGED IN SUPPORTING THE DRV POSITION AND CANNOT 

BACK OUT OR CHANGE H IS  M IN D . FRANCE IS  ALSO HELPING NORTH VIETNAM 

BY ALLOWING TRAN VAN HUU, NGUYEN HUU CHAU, HO TONG MINH AND

T h is  Eiaterlal c o n ta in s  In fo rm a iln n  a ffe c tin g  th e  N a tio n a l D efen se  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith in  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  t h e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s, T it le  
18, U ^.C i. Secs. 193 a n d  794. th e  tro n s ra ls s lo n  o r  r e v e la tio n  o f w h ich  In  E ay  m a n n e r  to  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  Is p ro h lb U s d  b y  law .

S A tjITlZ7.D COH "

STA Tc/iS? DIA ARMY/ACS! NAVY AIR JCS SECDEF NSA N IC  A ID  USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR O O

dd/ i ad/ ci 2 V  Exo;

PRIOr^iTY TO: \V H  S I T  R O O M  D IR N S A IP R O D  W O )  S T A T S  ( R C I  )  

C N O ! O P 9 2 2 Y )  D F I / A C S l  N I C

D I A / C I I C  J C S   A F S S O

• COPY
LYNDON BAINES Jo h n s o n 'LIB
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ClASSIflCATION  DISStMINAriON CONrROLS

C.v.hen r i i l e t l  Ir i )
T D C S -3 1  V o2 2 1 9 -6 ^

PACE

NGUYEN MINH HA TO ATTACK AND C F ^IT IC IZ c  THE AMERICANS VrdlLE 

THE DRV EXERCISES TACT, TO SKOOTH THE V/AY FOR FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS 

ON SOUTH VIETNAM , V/HICH W ILL  TAKE PLACE BETWEEN DIRECTLY 

CONMUMISTS AND AMERICANS.

2 . THE S I NO SO VIET CONFLICT IS EXTREMELY UPSETTING TO THE 

DRV S IN C E IT  CAUSED THE REMOVAL OF THE SOVIETS FROM ASIAN 

P O L IT IC S . IF  MOSCOW HAD SENT A SQUADRON OF A IR PLAN ES, IF  FOR NOTHING 

ELSE THAN TO LAND AT THE AIRPORT OF G lA  LAM, THE BOMBARDMENT OF

THE COAST BY THE AMERICANS WOULD NOT HAVE TAKEN PLACE, HOWEVER 

THE NET RESULT OF THE BOMBARDMENT WAS TO STRENGTHEN THE DRV.

ONLY A FEW C IV IL IA N S  WERE K IL L E D , L IT T L E  MATERIAL DAMAGE DONE,

BUT THE ARMY IS  STRONGER AND MORE DETERMINED THAN EVER TO F IG H T ,

THE HO CHI MINH PHAM VAN DONG GOVERNMENT IS  BETTER ESTABLISHED 

THAN EVER, AND THE CHINESE ARE NOW ENTIRELY BACK OF THE REGIME.

3 .  THERE ARE S T IL L  MANY WEAKNESSES IN SOUTH VIETNAM THAT CAN 

BE EX P LO ITE D . THANKS TO THE MISTAKES BY DIEM  AND H IS  REGIME,

TH E 'N A T IO N A L L IB E R A TIO N  FRONT IS  STRONGER. THE DRV HAS CADRES 

IN BOTH BUDDHIST AND CATHOLIC M IL IE U X . GENERAL KHANH W IL L  NOT

BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO HANDLE THE S IT U A T IO N . ONE SPEC IAL PROBLEM 

THE DRV MUST FACE IS  THE TR AD ITIO N AL DISTRUST BETWEEN NORTH AND 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE; T H IS  DISTRUST IS  EVEN FOUND AMONG MEMBERS !N 

THE HEART OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY.

h .  THE DRV MUST CONTINUE TO V/ORK TOV/ARD THE DISRUPTIO N OF
CLASSIFICATION  DlSSEMINAIiON CONTROLS
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CLASSIFICATION  DISSEMINATION CONTROLS

F illed  In )

THE P O L IT IC A L  S ITU A T IO N  IN SOUTH V 1ETNAM AND LET TIME CONTRIBUTE 

TO ITS COMPLETE COLLAPSE. AS FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS, THE DRV 

MUST CAREFULLY MONITOR THE INTERNAL S ITUATIO N  IN THE UNITED 

STATES AND W AIT FOR THE RESULTS OF THE COMING ELECTIONS BEFORE 

MAKING ANY D EC IS IO N S.

5 .  F IE L D  D ISSEM : STATE y|

CINCPAC, PACFLT, ARPAC, PACAF

END OF MESSAGE
CLASSIFICATION  DISSEMINATION CONTROLS
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COUNTRY: SOUTH VIETNAM

a

L. J XX 25 AUGUST 1954

PLACE AND DATE ACQ. \ 

SOURCE AND APPRAISAL:

/ ? c

S A N I T I Z E D  ,  ’
Authority_____RAC i  ^ D07,'C£fh 2.-/
By^ .NARA, Date

«jp nU zfab

U  GENERAL NGUYEN CHANH T H I,  COMMANDER OF THE

1ST INFANTRY D IV IS IO N , SAID ON 25  AUGUST 1954 THAT THERE

KAD BEEN A i iEETING CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN  DA NANG;

THOSE INVOLVED WERE CATHOLIC AND STUDENT LEADERS

FROM THE DA NANG AREA AND MINISTER OF EDUCATION BU I TUONG KUAN

AMD MINISTER* OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS TRAN QUANG THUAN, BOTH BUDDHIST

LEADERS FROM DA NANG AREA, IT  WAS AGREED THAT JOINT

PROCLAMATION WOULD BE MADE SAYING TJIAT THE DEMONSTRATIONS

OF THE PAST TWO DAYS WERE OVER A^ro NO FURTHER VIOLENCE WOULD

BE TOLERATED. ONE HOUR AFTER THE ISSUANCE OF THIS PROCLAMATION

TME M IL IT A R Y  W ILL HOVE THROUGH THE TOWN AND PICK UP ANY

RIOTERS, . AND YOUNG TOUGHS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ATTACKS 0̂ 5

THE HOMES OF M IL ITAR Y PERSONNEL; TH£ BUDDHISTS HAVE

BEEN INVOLVED ONLY IN  DEMONSTRATIONS. THE M ILITARY W ILL

MOVE STRONGLY AGAINST TOUGHS ONCE THE PROCLAMATION

IS  ISSUED^ (F IE LD  COMMENT. TH I GAVE NO INFORMATION ON

•JHEN THE PROCLAMATION WAS TO BE ISSUED BUT IT  APPEARED TO
•Csol;P.c& ’3

EE AN' IMMINENT MATTER. \ COMMENT. AS OF 2145

K-rjURS LOCAL THE STREETS OF DA NANG UERE DERSER -------------- -

2 -  F IELD DISSEM- STATE, USMACV, U30M, U S IS , 2ND A IR  DliV

A O O A r
I
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cSFI528  

00 ESF /

DE ESI 44496 25/-X559Z AUG

0 251452Z ZYM 

FM C I  A -

TO WHITE HOUSE EXO ATTENTION JAMES THOMSON, JR. 

ZEN/STATE for MICHAEL V . FORRESTAL

ZEN/D lA ' GENERAL JOSEPH F.^ CARROLL
. 

• ■ • • f.   ̂ t  : :: •
ZEM

c </

V

• A USIIB- 5 1 7 8 9
• • V ■

THE FOLLOWIN6VIS

DATED 25 AUGUSr 1964 FOR YOUR BACKGROUND USE.
>V;i  •

'1 . . 'AMBASSADOR TAYLOR HAD LONG MEETING WITH GENERAL KHANH AFTER-:

-;.NOON 25 AUGUST WHICH, IS  BEING REPORTED IN CONSIDERABLE. DETAIL,

;  IN EMBTEL 555 TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE. AFTER YOU HAVE READ THAT 

TELEGRAM, YOU WILL NOTE THAT KHANH, EVEN IF  HIS MOST OPTIMISTIC

VIEWS OBTAIN, HA^ IN EFFECT- PUT HIS GOVERNMENT COMPLETELY IN  THE
!».:■

fHANDS OF TRI QUANG> AND BY SO DOING HAS SIMILARLY BOUND 

■OVER TO TRI QUANGOS SAFE KEEPING OUR OWN GOVERNMENT’ S EQUITY,

" com m itm ent, AND POLICY IN t h is 'COUNTRY.

TO KHANH*S CONTINUING IN  NORMAL POWER 

:4 WOULD SEEM TO BE, ; AT THIS POINTS V v

A.^THe ’̂ REAPPEARAN b ig  SINH a g a in  as a FIGUREHEAD

:5r

NOMINALLY LEADING A GOVERNMENT ACCEPTABLE.TO TRI QUANG*

" - ■; .B by a new junta HEADED

BY KHIEMj' wiTH FURTHER DOMESTIC CONVULSIONS TO FOLLOW.

C.. SOĴ E OTHER KIND OF IMPASSE WITH RESULTS DIFFICULT TO v 

A N TIC IPA TE^.;. ■

IN ANY EVENT, A NEW AND DANGEROUS PERIOD HAS BEGUN, AND THE EFFECTS 

-OF.-THE CURRENT UPHEAVALS HAVE NOT YET SHOWN THEMSELVES IN TERMS

OF POPULAR OR MILITARY MORALE,"BUT THE PROGNOSIS OF THIS SIDE
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SFI521 . • . * •

00 ESF

DE ESI 44480 25 /1407Z  AUG

0 251403Z ZYH

FM CIA ‘

TO WHITE HOUSE INTL SITUATION ROOM 

ZEN/STATE (MICHAEL V . FORRESTAL)

/ £ eN/EXO (ATTENTION JAMES C. THOMSON, J R .)

ZEN/DIA CGENERAL JOSEPH F . CARROLL)

ZEM

S £ . C i r E 4 :

THE FOLLOWING IS  A CAS OPERATIONAL COMMENT 

DATED 25 AUGUST 1964 FOR YOUR BACKGROUND USE.

1. COVERT CONTACTS GENERALLY CONFIRM THE OUTWARD DEMANDS AND . 

OBJECTIVES OF BUDDHIST HIERARCHY AS REPORTED RECENT EM3TELS. TRI 

QUANG, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO BE SOLE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND CURRENT 

CAMPAIGN. IN  RECENT CONFRONTATIONS WITH EMBASSY OFFICERS, HE HAS 

MAINTAINED INTRANSIGENT ATTITUDE, REFUSING TO BUDGE FROM HIS DEMANDS 

AND APPARENTLY WILLING TO CONTINUE PRESSURE UNTIL KHANH CAPITULATES, 

WHICH HE CONFIDENTLY ANTICIPATES. HIS MOTIVES APPEAR TO DERIVE 

SIMPLY FROM MEGALOMANIA, RATHER THAN FROM’ ANY GENUINE POLITICAL 

BELIEFS OR POLICIES. A NATURAL, SHREWD AND RUTHLESS POLITICIAN, HE 

HAS COME TO DOMINATE MODERATE ELEMENTS IN BUDDHIST UNION. BY 

EXPLOITING THEMES OF CAN LAO RENNAISSANCE, ALLEGED RECENT BUDDHIST 

REPRESSIONS, POPULAR FEARS OF NEW CATHOLIC DICTATORSHIP
»

KHANH*S RATHER INEPT HANDLING OP RECENT GOVERNMENT CHANGES, AND

1 TRF.RAL POLITICAL IDEALS OF STUDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS,

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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HE CAN DRUM UP CONSIDERABLE POPULAR SYMPATHY.- WORKING THROUGH 

NATIONWIDE BUDDHIST ORGANIZATIONS, HE IS  ABLE TO MANIPULATE SIZABLE 

ELEMENTS, INCLUDING LAY BUDDHISTS AND STUDENT GROUPS, IN  MANIFES­

TATIONS OF UNREST IN  MOST URBAN AREAS, IN  FURTHERANCE HIS OWN 

AMBITIONS. HAVING TASTED POWER IN BUILD UP TO NOVEMBER REVOLUTION 

LAST YEAR, HIS APPETITE NOW APPEARS INSATIABLE. HE DOES NOT NECESSARILY 

DESIRE TO OVERTHROW KHaNH PER SE, NOR ASPIRE TO PUBLIC OFFICE, BUT 

RATHER SEEMS DETERMINED TO BE.ULTIMATE SOURCE OF POLITICAL POWER BEHIND 

SCENES, TO DICTATE POLICIES TO THE GOVERNMENT. IF  HE WERE TO BE 

ELIMINATED, IT  IS  LIKELY THAT THE CURRENT CAMPAIGN WOULD LOSE COHESION 

AND DIRECTION. IN  VIEW OF HIS BELIEF THAT CATHOLICISM IS  GREATER THREAT 

TO VIETNAM THAN COMMUNISM, AND HIS FUZZY THINKING ON NEUTRALISM, HIS  

ACCESSION TO REAL POWER EVEN BEHIND SCENES WOULD JEOPARDIZE U .S . 

INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES IN VIETNAM.

2 . YOU HAVE BY NOW SEEN TDCS-31 4 /0 2 1 3 -5 4 . IF  THE STATEMENT. 

CONTAINED IN TDCS-314/0213-64 IS  IN  FACT IMPLEMENTED, IT  WILL MEAN 

that KHANH HAS FULLY ACCEPTED THE MOST STRINGENT AND AT THE SAME TIME 

ARROGANT STIPULATIONS PUT FORTH BY TRI QUANG IN HIS MEETING WITH 

KHANH ON 24 AUG. IT^ IS  HARD TO SEE AT THIS POINT HOW THE ARVN 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT WILL REACT AT THE ACT OF ABDICATION 

IMPLICIT IN ’ THE DISSOLUTION OF THE MRC. WHILE IT  IS  ENTIRELY POS­

SIBLE AND EVEN LIKELY THAT KHANH, HAVING RESIGNED, MAY BE REELECTED 

AT THIS LAST SESSION OF THE MRC, THERE IS  AN EQUAL LIKELIHOOD THAT 

NEW MILITARY JUNTA HEADED BY KHIEM, DEDICATED TO PRESERVING A 

' MILITARY BODY OF LEADERSHIP, MAY WELL EMERGE AT THIS PHASE, PRESENTING 

A DIRECT CONFRONTATION TO TRI QUANG AND THAT ASPECT OF THE BUDDHIST 

LEADERSHIP. ALSO, A NEW GROUPING AROUND BIG MINH MUST BE CONSIDERED. 

G P-l 

3100

PRESERVATION COPY 
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SANITIZSD COPY

CENTRAL IM T 5 LL1GENCS AGENCY

I n t e l l i g e n c e  I n f o r m a t i o n  C a b l e
Contsn? UNCLASSIFIED

/ / /
SANITIZED

COJNTRY

DATS OF 
INFO.

SOUTH V I E T N A M  

2 5  AUGUST 1 9 6 ^
dcte 2 4 MAY 1976

TDCS-31 V o 2 I23- 6^ 

DISTR. 25 AUGUST 1 9 0 ^

SUBJECT

R E S C I S S I O N  OF I 6  AUGUST C O N S T I T U T I O N  AND R E S I G N A T I O N  

OF GENERAL KHANH

PLACS & 
DATE ACQ.

SOURCE
AND

APPRAISAL

SANITIZE© 

 ' ^  0;

REF m  59270

FIELD REPORT NO,

1 . THE MINISTER OF FINANCE, NGUYEN XUAN OANH, MADE THE FOLLOWING STATE

.MENT AT 3 :05 P.M. LOCAL TIME 25 AUGUST IN SAIGON: THE NEW CONST I TIT." I ON OF 

THE I6TH OF AUGUST IS RESCINDED. GENERAL KHANH WILL RESIGN. THE MILITARY 

REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL WILL MEET TONIGHT TO ELECT A NEW PRIME MiN’ STER AND THE 

NEW GOVERNMENT WHICH WILL BE FORMED WILL BE MIXED CIVILIAN AND MiLlTARY. AFTER 

TONIGHT'S MEETING THE MRC WiLL DISSOLVE ITSELF.

2 . GEN. CAO, DIRECTOR OF KHANH’ S CABINET, CONFIRMED PRIVATELY THAT THE
 ̂ rr'r

CHARTER OP 16 AUGUST WAS RESCINDED BY THE MRC IN AN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 

TERMINATING AT 2:30 P.M. LOCAL TIME.

3 . FIELD DISSEM: CINCPAC, PACFLT, ARPAC, PACAF. \

\,

T h is  ic a t t . U l c o n ta in s  I n fo n n a t lo a  a ffe c tin g  th e  N a tio n a l D efense  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w U h ln  th e  m e a p la g  o f  th e  E sp io n ag e  L aw s, T it le  
13. U .S.C. I ic s .  793 a n d  794. th e  tra n sm iss io n  o r  re v e la tio n  o f  w h ich  in  a n y  m a n n e r  to  a n  u n a u th o r iz e d  p e rso n  Is p ro h ib ite d  b y  law .

SANITIZED C0P1[
STATc/ IN ^  D IA  APJAY/ACSI n a v y  AIR JCS SECDEf NSA N IC  AID USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR O O EXO

DOo / i  A o / c i  2

I M M £ : i ) I A r E  T O !
W H  S IT  ROOM Dm N3At???0D WO) OTATS fRC I )
CNCXOJ>922Y) 
D IA /C IIC

D F I / A C S I  
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COUNTRY

DATE OF 
INFO.

PUCE&
DATEACQ.

SOURCE
AND

APPRAISAU

SOUTH VIETNAM

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AG EN C Y •  P R I(» IT Y

Intelligence Information Cable / / 3

S A N m ZE D  
Authority____ RAC /V f

DiSTR. 25 AUGUST \ s 6h25 AUGUST 1964 Bv ^  .NARA, DateJUgjfJ 
---------------------------------suB Jca________

SITREP AS OF 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME ON 25 AUGUST

VIETNAM, SAIGON (25 AUGUST 19614-)

THIS IS  A VIETNAM SITUATION BEPCRT PREPARED AT 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME OK 
25 AUGUST 1964 BY CAS.

1 . THE FOLLOWING SUMMARIZES THE PERTINENT INFORMATION AND STATUS OF 

lEVELOPMENTS THROUGH 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME ON 25 AUGUST 196it IN  VIETNAM.

2 . A MAJOR lEMONSTRATIQN WAS BEGUN AT O9OO HOURS THIS MORNING BY STUDENTS 

WHO, ACCORDING TO ^ ^ j|^ 0 U R C E 6 , WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE CONCESSIONS 7  "  

ANNOUNCED THIS MORNING BY PRESHENT NGUYEN KHANH. A STUDEIiT CRCWD 

BY EIGHT TO TEN THOUSAND FARMED DOWN THONG NHUT 

(NQR0DO4) STREET TO THE CFFICE OF THE PRESHENCY. THEIR BANNERS BORE SI.CGANS 

AS FOLLOWS; "DCWN WITH DICTATORSHIPl-’ ; "LET US CRUSH REGIME APPOHjTED BY KHANH"' 

"Am iCANS SHOULD MAINTAIN POSITION AS ALLIES"; "AMIRICANS SHOULD RESPECT RIGHT 

TO SELF IETERMIHATION OF VIETL'IAMESE PEOPLE''j "OPPOSE SEPARAI'IST ATTEMPTS OF THE 

GOVERNMENT"; "TEAR UP REACTIONARY CHAROER"; "NIP MILITARISM IN  BUD"; "AN APPOINTED 

ASSEMBLY IS  A PUPPET ONE"j AND, "GOVERNMENT MUST BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR SACKING
Tbia BkAtaitol eontkln* InfonutlaD kffaotloc the Matlooml Dafaoae of tba UnlUd Stataa wltliiii th* OT tti« BQ)lo&a«« Lavm, Tltl*
U. V.BX3. BMs. 793 and 7M, tlw tTM ipnllon or raraUrtton of wtileb In any rnanaar to «p unautho(ia*d parton ia problbttod by !•«.

If tD E N T tA t JifcEeKBiSIfcrKESSEM^
S T A T E /IN t\p iA  AHMY/ACSI NAVY AIR JCS SECDEF NSA NIC AID USIA OCI ONE OCR ORR OO

(S /VN )

t o : WH SIT ROOM DIRNSA(PROO Vra> 8TATE
,CNO(OP922Y) DFI/ACSI NIC
DIA/CIIC JCS APSSCS

RC 1 )
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R ESPONSIBIE

JIO yCEBIGN DiSSEM IN 59380

•AGE 2
Y

OF THE STUIEHT UNION BCnjuDUIG." THE CROWD HALTED IS  FRONT OF THE PRESIDENCY, 

SWELLED TO ABOUT 25,00Q BY POLICE ESTIMATES (PROBABLY INCLUDING CURIOUS 

ONLOOKERS.) THE STUIBBT LEADERS HAKRANGUED CROWD, lEMANIED PRESIDEKT KHANH'S 

APPEARMCE. ACCORDING T ( m ^ A  SOURCES, KHANH EMERCSD FRCM THE PRSSHENCY

ABOUT 1115  HOURS TO CONFER WITH THE LEAIERS, AND THE RESULTS WERE APPARENTLY 

INCONCLUSIVE. RADIO SAIGON IS  OCCUPIED BY THE DEMONSTRATORS, AND IS  OFF THE 

AIR. THE MILITARY REVGUJTICfiSARY COUNCIL IS  MEETING AT OSE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

ARMED FO£p:S HEADQUARTERS AFTER NOCHI.r - - - - - - - K I
3> THE STUDBNT STEERING COMMITTEE IS  MADE UP OF

IE  HUU BOI, PRESHENTj NGUYEN HUU DONG, MEDICAL STUDENT; AND^GUYEN TRONG NHOUN,
^  5 'X / Y

ARCHITECTURE STUIEHT.' T̂HE LA3JIER TWO HAVE LEFTIST IIEAS AND 

TENIENCIES. ANCOBER INDIVIDUAL REPCROEDLY IS  WORKING WITH THIS ®OUP AND IS  

PHAM DUY, SAIGON ORCHESTRA LEAIER, WHO ALLECffiDLY WORKED FOR THE VIET MINE IN  THE
^  5  , \7

NORTH BEFORE BOI REPOROEDLY IS  TEE NEPHEW OF GENERAL DO MAU.

SOURCES CLAIM THAT BOI RECEIVED THREE MILLION PIASTERS FRCM BUDDHIST LEAIER THICH 

m i QUANG AND ffiNERAL DUONG VAN M ^ j HOWEVER, THIS REP(»T HAS NOT SEN CONFIRMED.
s  \ ' / X  o

ACCCHDING TO A SOURCE STUISNT RINGIEAIERS ARE NOW

UNIER THE DIRECT CONTROL OF BONZES TKECH TRI QUANG AND TEICH THIEN M IM . THE 

FORMER RECENTLY CHARACTERIZED THE STUJ3ENT-BUDDHIST RELATIONSHIP AS, "LINKS IN  , _

THE SAME CHAIN." ONE L SOURCE! (HAS

ADMITTED DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE STUIEST RIKGLEADEP ,̂ CLAIMING THAT HE URGED, ,

AGAINST VIOLENCE IN  LAST. SUNDAY'S r̂EMONSTSATION. THICH TRI QUAEG HIMSELF

I THAT BE FJLLY C0NTR0I5 AIE) IS   

FCR ALL THE MANIFESTATIONS OF UNREST THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

C O WFID E N TIA t r - Ne-F<B0EiSfc$ISSBM:-
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IN 5938O

4 . KHAIffl'S COMyCm<^ OHIS MCMIKG WAFtilBD AGAUJSl' FdR'JSER VIOLEKGE M i) 

EESTROOTION OF PROPERTY, SAYIIiG THAT THE INGTIGATQRS WOULD EE PU1?ISHED E<
S . r X  ) ^ L

ACCQEiDANGE WITH EXISTIH6 LAWS. QRHRS AHE TO NQ!3ii!r
*

VIOLEKCB WITH VICLEKCfe, HO&YER, POT-I'JE EIBKEIITS IN  THE AREA (2? THE UEMCKSTRA2I0N 

ARE REPCRTEDLY UIIARMED, AS AKE THE hCELIIlARy KErCTORCEMEKTS 0? THE IJCEMM, FCLIOE 

GUARD AT THE AMERICAN EMSASS'i .

5 . IN  DA KAIIG, TBERE ARE EFaT3WRD ]EM0NS7iRATI0J*'S AT llIS  MAiOR'S OFFICE 

BY THREE TO FOUR THOUSAKD SlinEUTS, AV̂ 7l COJIFLICTING RUM̂ jRS CF F0RT2SR '’̂ luLEKCE 

EXIST. ALSO, SCME FIVE THO^aAilD STUIiE:i?I'S REPORTED lEMOSSTRATING TSIS MORNING 

IN  QUANG T R I, A SMALLER KUMm IN  T.!iM iQ ', aAPITAL 0J‘ CJIAKG TIN PROVINCE, AHD

A XEMONSTRATION IS  SCHEDULED FCR AF2KRJI001V Bi' HOI AIJ, QOAKG KAM' PROVEIGE.

THERE ARE NO REPCRTS YET ON TODAY'S IJfrvELCSPMENTS HUE AND QUI NHCK. THE (OCCURRENCE 

OF SIMULTANEOUS DEMONSTRATIONS YESTERafti' AI\ID TODAY IN  OUTLYIKG CITIES, AS WELL AS 

IN  SAIGON, REFLECTS KATIOKWHB CaaTJlKA r̂ ION ACHIEVED BY THE B'CpDHIS'r HBSRARCHY, 

AND THE EXEENT OF THEIR COJ]TROL Aifi) UfiEBMISA'iJIQrj.

6 . EXPLOSION OCCURRED AT ri.pO HOJRS AT THE CJffiAVELLE HOTEL, WRECKING SEVEC 

ROOMS ON THE FÎ TTH FLOOR. THE OGCOPAISTS OF THESE RCXM5 AND THE INSTIGAT ORS OF 

THE BLAST HAVE NOT YET iBEEN lETERMIÎ HL. EO OTHER VIOLENCE HAS EBEN RErCHTED IN  

SAIGON THUS FAR TODAY.

7* ’fU fe ^ IS S E }!. STATER USMASy AID iS IA  2ND AIR DP/ISION 9TH FIELD 

STATION CINCPAC ARPAC PACAP PACFLl'.

END GF MESSAGE

- - € © N f 4 ^ £ N T IA f e — NO-jaeRilEGN D ISSEM-
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
PRE.CEDENCE (INFO)

rrtfrtriT iiifrtT i fti ULIUW11 tM

PRJQRITY PRIORITY

Cl 018 28 C£I A094REB066 
PP RUEKDA 
ZDG RUHA 
HMA276
PP RUEPJA RUEKDA RUEHC 
DE RUMSVVA 2918H 30 /1255Z

P 301151Z

DECLASSIFIED 
!Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) J 
By , NARS, /b 7 6 -

fM COMUSMACV

TO RUEPJA/OASD/PA

INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
RUEKDA/JCS 
RUEHC/STATE DEPT 
ZEN/AM EMB/PAO

C 0 H JT-I D E <<-T--i^A L MAC 01 8970 SECTION ONE OF TWO 
POLICY GUIDANCE FOR INFO PROGRAV IN RVN

A. DEF 977197 DTG 100011Z JUL 64

B. DEF 981773 DTG 112043Z AUG 64

1. PER REQUEST IN REF B EXISTING GUIDANCE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
POLICY IN RVN WAS REVIEWED IN LIGHT OF NEW TERMS OF REFERENCE 
AS ESTABLISHED BY REF A. IN OPINION MACOI AND BARRY ZORTHIAN 
FLWG POLICY DIRECTIVES SHOULD STILL APPLY:

A. OASD/PA 272343Z MAR 64 (NOTAL) PUBLIC AFFAIR POLICY 
CABLE CITING ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO DOD 25 MAR 
CONCERNING USE OF NAPALM IN RVN. THIS SUPERSEDED DEF 
927233 DTG 192217Z APR 64 (NOTAL).

B. DEPTEL 2235, 10 JUN 64 CITED DECISION OF INTERAGENCY 
COMMITTEE THAT MACOI CAN PROVIDE ACTUAL TOTAL STRENGTH 
FIGURE ON MILITARY PERSONNEL IN RVN TO PRESS REGULAR 
BASIS WHENEVER QUERIED, STIPULATING THAT AS SUCH FIGURES

ACT• .  • 0 • o OSD **15
IN F0***x .C JC S -2  DJS-3 SJCS-1 J l - 3  J3-6  J4>2 J5-1 J6 -3  SACSA-5 DIA-14

......... NMCC-2 SAMAA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 WHITE HOUSE-3 STATE-2
NIC-1 DIR CIA-3 DIRNSA-4 F IL E -K 8 8 )  WIS 
SECTION I  OF I I  SECTIONS 
ADVANCE CP TO; OSD NMCC

OOTY OFFICER ^

CS/30/312 JK
PAGE OF PACES ;

1 5
CITE MO,

MAC 0^ 8 9 7 0

IDENTIFICATION-----------------------------------
DTG

30U 51Z  AUG 64

„ ^ F O R M  NO__ JCS I d e c  63 OO REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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. INCOMING ____
M ESSA G E t h e  j o j n t  c h ie f s  o f  s t a f f  COMTI D E N B ^L

TOCCEOCNCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

GIVEN THEY SHOULD BE INCL IN  MACOI WEEKLY PRESS SUMMARY.
: co m m en t; a t p r e s s  CONF 25 JUL 64 FLWG ANNOUNCEMENT BY 
GVN OF BUILD UP UoSo ADVISORY/SUPPORT EFFORT IN  RVN, AVB 
TAYLOR TOLD MEDIA REPS HE DID NOT INTEND TO GIVE DAILY OR 
WEEKLY INFO ON ARRIVAL OF PERSONNEL OR UNITSo STATED 
HOWEVER THAT WOULJ GIVE AN EXACT FIGURE AT END OF EACH 
MONTH AND CITED 1 6 ,3 5 3  AS OF 27 JU L, T H IS , OF COURSE, WAS 
MODIFICATION TO POLICY IN  CITED DEPTEL BUT NOT CONSIDERED 
D IFFIC U LT PROBLEM. TONKIN GULF INCIDENT AND GVN REORGAN 
PROBLEMS HAVE DIVERTED MEDIA INTEREST TEMPORARILY FROM U .S .  
BUILD UP, IN  RESPONSE TO QUERY, RELEASED STRENGTH FIGURE 
17 ,200  AS OF 132400H AUG AND RPTD SAVE IN  MACOI 8313 DTG 
181129A AUG )o
C. STATE DEPT'CIRCULAR 49, 07 JUL 64 SET FORTH U .S . POLICY 
WITH RESPECT TO RVN, ACTION IN  OR AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM 
AND NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENTS.
D . DEPTEL 11 JUL 64 ON RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERIES ON USE 
OF CHEMICAL WEED KILLERS TO DEFOLIATE AND TO DENY FOOD 
CROPS TO THE V IE T  CONG.
E . DEF 980511 DTG 312355Z JUL 64 (NOTAL) ESTABLISHED 
GROUND RULES ON RELEASE OF INFO ABOUT U .S . CASUALTIES
IN  RVNo PROVIDED THAT FACTS CONCERNING THE INCIDENT COULD 
BE RELEASED AS SOON AS KNOWN. ALSO THAT NEWS COULD BE 
RELEASED AFTER NOTIFICATION OF NEXT OF KIN OR 24 HOURS 
AFTER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OK RECEIPT OF CASUALTQ REPORT BY 
ADDRESSEE, WHICHEVER IS  F IR S T . (COMMENT: EXPERIENCE MAY 
PROVE THAT 24 HOURS IS  TOO SHORT PERIOD BEFORE RELEASE 
OF ID E N TITQ . HOWEVER, RECOMMEND NO CHANGE AT PRESENT.)
F . ONLY STANDARD AUTHORIZED FOR USE IN  RESPONSE TO 

aU-ERIES ABOUT PRESENCE OF U 2  ACFT AT BIEN HOA IS  QUOTE
THESE SPECIALIZED ACFT WILL BE USED IN  MAPPING ROLE IN  
SOUTH VIETNAV END QUOTE. (COMMENT: MACOI 1894 DTG 20630Z  
MAR 64 (NOTAL) FROM SYLVESTER TO LENNARTUON INDICATED  
P O S S IB IL ITY  OF AN EXPANDED STATEMENT. TO DATE THE FOREGOING 
SENTENCE IS  ALL THAT HAS BEEN USED IN  RESPONSE TO QUERIES. 
PRESSURES FOR ADDL INFO HAVE NOT BEEN HEAVYJ HOWEVER,
WOULD BE USEFUL IF  SLIGHTLY EXPANDED STATEMENT WERE 
AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY IN  VIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS IN  THIS AREA . 
SINCE MAR 64o ) *
G. LOCAL POLICY OF MACV IS  THAT MEDIA REPS WILL NOT BE 
GIVEN INFO AS TO NUMBER OF H IT ^  ON ACFT BY VC GROUND F IR E .  
THIS IS  BASED ON PREMISE THAT SUCH INFO WOULD BE OF 
VALUE OF ENEMY SINCE WOULD INDICATE TO HIM EFFECTIVENESS 
OF CURRENT TECHNIQUES. (COMMENT: THIS IS  SMALL BONE OF 
CONTENTION WITH SOME MEDIA REPS BUT MACV J 3 ,  2ND A IR  D IV  
AND USA UNITS OPERATING HELOS IN  FIELD FEEL QUITE STRONGLY

DUTY OFFICER PAGE Ol- P A'-.

2 V

Scs’re i>.o.

MAC 8$70

DTG

301151Z AllC 6U

J C S ^ ‘^ ^ m 58 r e p r o d u c t i o n  PR O flSS ITEO  S Q N T H I W ^ ^
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INCOMING
MESSAGE THE JOJNT CHIEFS OF STAFF

MECCDKNCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

BT

THAT THIS INFO SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED, MACOI HAS ALWAYS 
SUPPORTED POSITION OF OPERATORS IN  THIS RESPECT AND 
PLANS CONTINUATION THIS P O L IC Y ).
H . STATEMENT OF SECURITQ DETACHMENT OF U *S . MARINES AT 
CLASSIFIED COMMUNICATIONS FA C ILITY  IN  WESTERN QUANG TRI 
PROVINCE, (COMMENT! THIS POLICY WAS GENERATED IN  SAIGON 
AFTER PRESSURE BY MEDIA REPS. RELEASE WAS MADE 130800 H 
JUN 64 AND RITD BY MACV MSG 4872 DTG 121047Z JUN 64 
(NOTAL) NO RECENT QUERIES ON SUBJECT BUT BELIEVE BASIC 
STATEMENT SHOULD REMAIN IN  EFFECT FOR PRESENT ).
I .  STATEMENT TO BE USED IN  EVENT OF QUERY ABOUT OPERATION 
OK MOTOR PATROL CRAFT OF PT CLASS BY VIETNAVESE COASTAL 
SECURITY SERVICE. THIS STATEMENT WAS QUOTED IN  MACOI 8147  
DTG 150015Z AUG 64 (NOTAL. (COMMENTS: HAVE HAD NO QUERIES
SO HAVE NOT YET USED STATEMENT ).
J .  CINCPAC 210240ZD E C  63 (NOTAL) CITED POLICY THAT AUTH 
TO MAKE DETERMINATION ON REQUESTS BY MEDIA REPS FOR TRAVEL 
ON GOVT ACFT FROM BANGKOK TO SAIGON WHEN NO COMMERCIAL 
FLTS AVAILABLE WOULD BE RETAINED IN  CINCPAC.
K . DEPTEL 1111, 21 MAY 63 CONVERYS GENERAL PRESS POLICY 
IN  RVN. (COMMENT; THIS SOURCE WITH REF A . IS  NOT 
RESTRICTIVE IN  NATURE AND DOES NOT HAVE PROGRAV IF  
LEFT IN  EFFECT).
IN  VIEW OF POLICY APPROACH SET FORTH IN  REF A , FLWG 
DIRECTIVES WHICH WERE ON BOOKS ARE CONSIDERED SUPERSEDED:
A . WHAT CAN BE SAID ON RULES ON ENGAGEMENT HAS LONG BEEN 
PROBLEM FOR MACOI AND AVEMB/PAO DATING BACK TO FEB 6 3 . 
DEPTEL 122, 26 JUL 63 CITED DENIAL OF CHANGE IN  RULES OF

OOTT OFFICER PAGE O F  P * . - , E S !i«̂E-.1 a £ IDENTIFICATION

o n e  N O c DTG

3 3 MAC 01 89725 301151Z AUG 64

NO__ JCS I  DEC «3 58 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITEK^

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



n I P I B T & R T  H i J S I
W t  t L I . i - A   •- . ..-‘ 'fl i- u i  . i  i i i

VZCZCIEN618EIA131YEA160 liESSAGS C3iTTZ::i
PP RUEKDA
BE RUMSMA 29 19  H 3 0 /1 2 55 Z  
P 301151Z  
FM CGMUSMACV 
TO RUEPDA/OASD/PA 
INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAG 
RUEKDA/JCS 
RUEHC/STATE DEPT 
ZEN/AMEMB/PAO 
BT
C 0 M"F I  D E II T I  A-L MAC 01 8970 FINAL SECTION OF TWO 

ENGAGEMENT AND STATEMENT THAT U .S * ROLE L IM ITE D  TO 
ADVISORY, LO G IS T IC , TECHINICALJ THAT U ,S , PERSONNa FIRE  
ONLY WHEN THREATENED, (COMMENT: MACV DIRECTIVE 95-2
19 JUN 6 4 s ta te s :  QUOTE USA ARMED HELICOPTERS MAY IN IT IA T E  
FIRE ONLY FOR PROTECTION OF HELICOPTERS AND PASSENGERS AND 
PROVIDED ENEMY TARGET IS  CLEARLY ID E N TIF IE D  AND IS  A THREAT 
TO THEIR SAFETY. THEY WILL CARRY U .S . MARKINGS AND WILL BE 
MANNED WITH U .S . CREW AND VIETNAMESE OBSERVER/CREW MEMBER.
THESE ACFT WILL NOT BE USED AS A SUSTITUTE FOR CLOSE A IR  
SUPPORT END QUOTE. UNDER PRINCIPLE OF MAXIMUM CANDOR AND 
DISCLOSURE CONSISTENT WITH REQUIREMENTS OF SECURITY AS SET 
FORTH IN  REF A , MACOI WILL ANSWER QUERIES ON RULES OF 
ENGAGEMENT BY QUOTING CITED PARAGRAPH. SAME WILL APPLY 
TO USAF TACTICAL ACFT AS COVERED IN  MACV DIRECTIVE 95-2  
QUOTE USE OF USAF TACTICAL ACSW IS  AUTHORIZED SUBJECT TO 
CONDITON THAT THEY FLY BONA FIDE OPNL TRNG MISSIONS 
AGAINST HOSTILE TARGETS TO PREPARE THE PARTICIPATING VNAF 
PERSONNEL FOR EVENTUAL REPLACEMENT OF U .S . P IL O TS . SUCH 
ACFT WILL BE MANNED WITH COMBINED U .S . AND VIETNAVESE 
CREW AND WILL CARRY VNAF MARKINGS END QUOTE. THIS IS  NOT 
AS MUCH OF A PROBLEM NOW AS IT  AS WAS IN  1963 BUT SOME MEDIA 
REPS STILL  PUSH FOR STKTEMENT BY OFFIC IAL U .S . SOURCE THAT 
USAF PILOTS ARE FLYING COMBAT MISSIONS IN  R VN).
B . CINCPAC 160401Z NOV 63 CITED OASD/PA POLICY TO AVOID 
ID E N T in iN G  MACHINE GUNNERS ON HELICOPTERS WITH 25TH D IV IS IO N . 
( co m m en t: i t  IS  NOW SUCH COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE ARE 
PERSONNEL FROM 25  TH D IV IS IO N  HERE IN  RVN TO MAN MACHINE GUNS 
ON USA HELICOPTERS FLYING COMBAT SUPPORT MISSIONS THAT IT
IS  NO LONGER NEWSWORTHY AND SIBJICT HAS NOT BEEN RAISED BY 
MEDIA REPS IN  LONG T IM E . HOWEVER, I F  QUERIED WE PLAN TO 
SIMPLY ACKNOWLEDGE FACT AND LET IT  GO AT THAT. WOULD. NOT BE 
GOHSISTHfT WITH PRINCIPLE OF MAXIMUM CANDOR TO DO OTHERWISE).
C . POLICY ABOUT INFO ON ARRIVAL OF U .S . EQUIPEMENT IN  RVN 
DATES BACK TO AVEMB MEMO 10 SEP 62 WHICH STATED IN  PART:
QUOTE IN RHSPOTOITO PRESS QUERIES, ARRIVALS INCL TYPE
OF UNIT AND TYPE OF EQUIPMENT) CAN BE CONFIRMED ON A NON

ACTOoooe OSD^IS
CJCS 2 DJS 3 SJCS 1 J l 3  J 3 6  J 4 2  J 5 1  J 6 3  SACSA 5 D IA 1 4  
NMCC-2 SAMAA-i CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 WHITE HOUSE-3 
M C - i  C IA -3  NSA-4 F I L E - K 8 6 )

J l/3 8  30U 51Z AUG 6k

PAGE 1 OF 2
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ATBIIBTJTABLE BASIS BUT THE NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT ITEMS WILL 
NOT BE COMMENTED ON. THESE RULES WILL BE FOLLOWED WHETHER 
THE EQUIPMENT IS  UNLOADED IN  FULL VIEW OF SAIGON OR MORE 
UNOBTRUSTIVELY DOWN RIVER A MILE OR SO END QUOJE. (COMMENT: 
AGAIN, THE ARRIVAL OF U .S . EQUIPMENT IS  NOT AS NEWSWORTHY 
AS IT  WAS LATE IN  1 9 6 2 . HOWEVER, COMPLIANCE WUEH CITED  
POLICY OBVIOUSLY IM PAI RED OF MACOI .NOW
HANDLING EACH INSTANCE AS CIRCUMSTANCES DICTATE, RELYING 
TO LARGE EXTENT ON GOOD JUDGMENT AND COMMON SENSE.
AFTER TONKIN GULF IN C ID EN T, ACKNOWLEDGED PRESENCE OF 
B 5 7 'S  a t  BIEN HOA BECAUSE WAS EVIDENT AFTER REPORT OF 3 

CRASHED ON ARRIVAL. HOWEVER, DECLINED TO SPECIFY NUMBER. 
LIKEW ISE, ACKNOWLEDGED ARRIVAL F 1 0 2 'S  AT TAN SON NHUT SINCE 
ACFT COULD BE SEEN FROM COMMERCIAL TERMINAL.)
D . RELATED TO ABOVE ITEM IS  FORMER POLICY OF NOT ACKNOW
LEDGING PRESENCE OF JET ACFT IN  RVN. TH IS POLICY WAS 
SLIGHTLY AMINBIB BY DEPTEL 2 3 7 5 , 23 JUN 64 WHICH AUTH 
AMEMB/MACOI TO AFFIRM PRESNECE OF F 1 0 0 'S  IN  RVN IF  ASKED 
QUESTIONS DIRECTLY, SUSEQUENT EVENTS AND COMMON KNOWLEDGE OF 

PRESENCE B -57 *S  , F - 102 'S  AND F -1 0 0 'S  WOULD MAKE REFUSAL TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE SUCH PRESENCE APPEAR EXTREMELY NAIVE AND WOULD 
AFFECT M IS S IO N 'S  CREDULITY WHICH AS REF A STATES IS  KEY TO 
SUCCESSFUL DISCHARGE OF RESPONSIILITY TO PROVIDE FULL AND 
ACCURATE UNDERSTANDING OF U .S . INVOLVEMENT IN  R VN).

3 ,  AS EVIDENCED BY FOREGOING, RECEIPT OF REF A HAS NOT RESULTED 
IN  ABANDONMENT OF ALL RESTRAINT. HOWEVER, IT  HAS AFFORDDD THE 
LOCAL F L E X IIL IT Y  SO ESSENTIAL TO SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHEMNT
OF THE PULIC AFFAIRS MISSION IN  RVN.

4 . BARRY ZORTHIAN CONCURS WITH THIS MSG AND SUGGESTS THAT ANY 
QUESTIONS RELATED TO IT  BE HELD FOR D ISCISSION DURING H IS

_ _ J O S IT  IN  WASHINGTON.

PAGE 2 OF 2
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flASH 117

'to

5 ^ 5 9 1
37

^^C U S 5Xfi£o

\

SD135

ZZ RUEPWW ,

DE RUEHCR 25432 2 9 /1 6 3 6 Z  

Z 291635Z ZEA 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO WHITE HOUSE ATTN BUNDY 

Z 29160.8Z ZFF3 

FM OSD WASHDC 

TO RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON 

INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 

RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 

ZEN/DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF 

RUEHCR/ST ATE DE.PT 

RUEPIA/CIA  

BT

■a-C -0-41 D T DEF 984473 FROM OASD ( IS A ) .

NJOINT STATE DEFENSE MESSAGE

PRESS REPORTS HERE THAT VICE PREMIER XUAN OANH HAS ANNOUNCED 

HE WILL HEAD CARETAKER GOVERNMENT AS ACTING PREMIER UNTIL NATIONAL 

CONGRESS IS  CONVENED WITHIN TWO MONTHS, THESE REPORTS SEEM TO IN

DICATE THAT GENERAL KHANH’ S "SHORT ILLNESS" MAY LENGTHEN INTO PERIOD 

OF MONTH OR MORE.

REQUEST BY FLASH MESSAGE (A ) CONFIRMATION OF OANH’ S APPOINT

MENT AS ACTING PREMIER; (B) YOUR VIEWS ON DURATION OF KHANH’ S 

ABSENCE; (C) YOUR COMMENTS ON THE IMPACT AND IMPLICATINS OF TH IS  

DEVELOPMENT.

BT

/

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

­

­



EUC3'09 

?P RUEPWW

DE RUEPCR 138 2 9 /2 2 00 Z  

P 292155Z  

FM JCS

TO RUPHA/CINCPAC

INFO RUEHCR/STATE DEPT

RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE

RUMSMA/COMUSMACV

RUEKC/ANMCC

RUEKVDA/NECPA

RUEKMJ/NEACP

BT

I I S

^ '0  24

^ ^ Q A s s iF im

DECLASSIFIED

Authority
py M T iJ . . NARS,

t / j CS 8 1 7 2 /6 c S SENDS*  

SUBJ: COMBINED MILITARY PLANNING WITH RVNAF (C )

REFS: A. SAIGON TO STATE 4 5 7 ; B. JCS 7131 DTG 272215Z  

JUN; C. COMUSMACV DTG 160943Z  j '

COMUSMACV PASS TO AMBASSADOR TAYLOR

SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE OF AMERICAN AMBASSADOR, 

SAIGON,  FOLLOWING IS  GUIDANCE REQUESTED REF A.

A. CROSS-BORDER OPERATIONS INTO LAOS. REF B 

AUTHORIZED COMBINED US GVN PLANNING FOR GVN CROSS- 

BORDER OPERATIONS INTO PANHANDLE OF LAOS. IN IT IA L
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PAGE 2 RUEPCR 1 3 8 ^

CONCEPT SHOULD BE SO LIM ITED AS NOT TO REQUIRE WITH

DRAWAL FOR THESE OPERATIONS OF MORE THAN TWO 

BATTALIONS FROM THE PRIMARY MISSION OF PACIFICATION  

OPERATIONS. COMBINED PLANNING GUIDANCE IS  EXTENDED 

(WITHOUT PREJUDICE TO EXECUTION DECISIONS) TO INCLUDE 

OPTION FOR ADDITION OF USE OF FARMGATE AND/OR OVERT 

US AIR IN  ADDITION TO VNAF.

B . DRV GROUND/AIR ATTACK. SECURITY REQUIREMENTS 

FOR THE GROUND/AlR THREAT AND THE COMMAND RELATION 

ASPECTS THEREOF WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE 

MESSAGES.

C. AIR ATTACKS ON THE DRV.

C l)  THE JCS CONSIDER THAT B 57S SHOULD BE USED 

IN  THE OVERT US VICE FARMGATE ROLE.

(2 )  COMBINED PLANNING IS  AUTHORIZED WITH THE 

GVN FFR CATEGORY I I  AND I I I  OPERATIONS OF OPLAN 

3 7 6 4 . PLANNING SHOULD CONTINUE TO RETAIN THE 

OPTIONS TO USE VNAF EXCLUSIVELY OR VNAF/FARMGATE 

STRIKES. BY AND LARGE, VNAF AND FARMGATE SHOULD BE 

SCHEDULED INTO SOUTHERN AREAS OF NVN ONLY AS LONG 

AS MIG THREAT CONTINUES. Q P V  

BT

NNNN
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INCOMING
IMESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

RECEOENCE (ACTION)

FLASH

PRECEDENCE (INFO)

- TOPSECRH^
DEOLAgSlPIEb------ -̂---------

Authority 3 /^7 ^

The fo llo w in g  COMUSMACV message was rece iv ed  In  th e  NMCC a t  2715IOZ 
(271110  EDT).

1. At 172  ̂ hours G eneral "B ig” Mlnh reade th e  fo llo w in g  speech o ver 
ra d io  S aigon2 Quotes C o iap a trla tes , f o r  th e  p a s t few days co K p a trlo t 
y o u th s, c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  and h igh  school s tu d e n ts  have dem onstrated in  
th e  c a p i to l  and in  many p ro v in ce s  in  SW ask in g  th a t  th e  APRC be d i s ­
so lv ed , th a t  th e  c h a r te r  o f  16/Q/6H be  re p e l le d  and th a t  th e  G enerals 
r e tu r n  to  t h e i r  armed fo rc e s .  A ccording to  th e  proclaKiafclon o f 25 /8 /6^  
th e  AFRC, convening in  an  emergeney con feren ce  a t  th e  HC o f  th e  RWA.P, 
d u rin g  th e  days o f  Aug 26-27 1964 has decided a s  fo llo w ss

a . To ab ro g a te  th e  charges o f 1 6 /8 /6 4 .

b . To d is s o lv e  th e  APRG as  o f  27/8 /64

c. The armed fo rc e s  to  r e tu r n  to  normal du ty  acco rd in g  to  th e  
above c i te d  d e c is io n s ,  f o r  th e  purpose o f u n ify in g  th e  whole armed 
fo rc e s  and th e  whole peop le  o f  av o id in g  bloodshed between th e  army 
and c i t i z e n s  o f  av o id in g  a  r e l ig io u s  war le a d in g  to  c i v i l  war and 
th e  d e s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n , to  b eg in  w ith , th e  armed fo rc e s  has 
decided  to  d e iao n stra te  th e  u n i f i c a t io n  between th e  armed fo rc e s  and 
th e  p o p u la tio n  by s e t t in g  up a P ro v is io n a l N a tio n a l Guidance Consmittee 
o f  th e  p eo p le  and th e  arnied fo rc e s  f o r  coping w ith  th e  c u r re n t 
dangerous s i t u a t io n .  The P ro v is io n a l N a tio n a l Guidance CojEmittee 
(PNGC) i s  composed o f  Mlnh, Khanh, Kiem. We c a l l  h e a r t ly  upon a l l  
c o m p a tr io ts , B u d d is ts , C a th o lic s , y o u th s , s tu d e n ts , a l l  p o l i t i c a l  
g roups, peop le  o f  a l l  s t r a t a  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  cou n try  to  
p la c e  th e  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  above a l l  e l s e .  We should lo v e  each 
o th e r ,  support th e  AF, end a l l  deffi,omstratiO'ns to  r e tu r n  to  norFial 
l i f e ,  we should h ig h te n  our v ig ila n c e  a g a in s t  a l l  su b e rs iv e  a c t io n s  
and d iv id i s e  o f  th e  consmunists. A ll your problem s w i l l  be q u ic k ly  
solved by th e  government and th e  AF. C iv il ia n s  and servicem en a l ik e  
should have co n fid en ce  in  u s . We w ill  n ev e r a c t  co u n te r  to  th e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  n a t io n  and th e  p eo p le . Saigon Aug 27, 64 signed by 
Mlnh, Kiem, Khanh, in  th a t  o rd e r . D elivered  by Mlnh.-1724. End Quote.

2 . The MRC a c t io n  i s  o b v io u s ly  a  coEpromise designed  to  appease 
a l l  r e l ig io u s  and p o l l t lc ja l  f a c t io n s ,  a t  th e  same tim e m i n t  a  in  th e  
armed fo rc e s  a s  th e  watchdog o f  th e  n a t io n . I t  i s  no t c le a r  by what

HfPO ........... g j@ i 2 ( I « 2 L d j s 3'( 3 5 ) S JG S K 6 ). J l 3 (•7 9 1 1 3 6 C id 1 5 ) “  s
J1̂ «2 (1 6 - 1 7 ) S A eM -5 ( 19 - 23 ) D IA -3 ( 2ii.-2 6 | MMGe-lOC27 - 36 )
S A M A -K 3 7 ) CSA«2 ( 38- 3 9 ) 0SAF-2 Cl|.0»i}.l) CM®»1 0 ( l|2»5l )  GN0 - 2 (52“ 5 3 ) 
WHIT*' H0USlE-3 ( ̂ 1.-5 6 ) STATE»2 (5T“5 8 ) MSA-l4.(59 - 4 2 } 0 S D -.l^ (43~ t7 )
CIA-3C?8»80) F i ie - l ( 8 1 ) J e k  - n  

ADV TO OSD. gJCS. DJS„ n ,  S lA_____  0
>UTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES ,m .£tiT iF I<?AT|Q N
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INCOMING
MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 4 0P SECRI

PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

FLASH
PRECEDENCE (INFO)

I s  meant by th e  "C urren t GoTernsefit” b u t i t  I s  assunieci th a t  th e  m in ls te i 
under th e  Khanh regim e w i l l  co n tin u e  in  o f f i c e  however, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to  conceive th a t  such an arrangem ent w i l l  be a c c e p ta b le  to  th e  in f lu e n t i j  
p re s s u re  groups f o r  a  60-day  p e r io d . P u b lic  r i o t s  by and between th e  
C a th o lic s  and B uddh ists  w i l l  p ro b ab ly  co n tin u e  f o r  se v e ra l daysj however| 
th e re  a r e  in d ic a t io n s  th a t  p o lic e  and tro o p s  w i l l  be d ir e c te d  to  i n t e r ­
vene to  p rev en t d e s t ru c t io n  and b loodshed . M aneuvering and Jockeying fo | 
p o s i t io n  by th e  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t io n s ,  th r e a t s  and p re s s u re s  by th e  p e l ig lo j  
g roups, and f e a r s  by th e  m i l i t a r y  o f  a weak government w i l l  co n tin u e  in  
ev id en ce . H opefu lly  th e re  w i l l  be no upheaval in  th e  m i l i t a r y  ranks by 
niass changes in  commanders, key s t a f f  o f f i c e r s ,  and p ro v in ce  c h ie f s .  
However, upon th e  f o r m t io n  o f a  new government^ broad changes a r e  In ev il 
ta b le  and coups w i l l  be a co n s ta n t t h r e a t .  The m i l i t a r y  have been in  an | 
i n f lu e n t i a l  p o s i t io n  too  long to  r e f r a in  from u s in g  fo rc e  to  change th e  
govem Kent to  a  p a t t e r n  th e y  v i s u a l iz e  to  be in  t h i s  n a t io n 's  b e s t  In te i  
There a r e  many q u e s tio n s  which may n o t be answered f o r  s e v e ra l days, sucj 
a s  who w il l  coimnand th e  armed fo rc e s ,  how w i l l  d e c is io n s  a f f e c t in g  th e  
nation* s i n t e r e s t  be made, who i s  cha inaan  o f th e  “Guidance c o u n c il”, 
what i s  th e  a u th o r i ty  and fu n c tio n  o f  th e  "Guidance C ouneil”

3. MACV a p p re c ia te s  th a t  exte.nt agg rava ted  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  can 
have a d e tr im e n ta l im pact on th e  m oral g f  th e  W  tro o p s  t h e i r  w i l l  to  
f i g h t .  A dvisors have been cau tioned  o f  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  an d v d irec ted  
to  use t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  to  majclmuBi degree in  u rg in g  t h e i r  c o u n te rp a r ts  , 
to  keep t h e i r  minds on th e  war and n o t p erarlt th e  VC to  g a in  th e  i n l t l a t

I t  i s  q u e s tio n a b le  th a t  t h i s  s i t u a t io n  w i l l  be f u r th e r  c l a r i f i e d  
to n ig h t .  My guess i s  th a t  i t  w i l l  be se v e ra l days b e fo re  th e  p a t te r n  
\m ra v e ls  f o r  th e  sim ple reaso n  t i ia t  th e  a r c h i t e c t s  them selves have n o t 
y e t developed th e  b lu e p r in ts .

DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION 1
CITE NO. DTG 1

2 2 27 HFT ATO
^FORM NO,
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DE EUHLHQ 3747 2 6 /1 7 4 9 Z
P 261847 Z .....................  DECLASSIFIED
FM ADMINO CINCPAC A„thnritv o i i r r 2 SEC. 5(A) and (D)̂
TO RUHLHL/CIMCPACFLT . / r  M M  /  ^
RUA GFL /COMUSTDC By ------- , NAES, Date (
INFO RUEKDA/JCS
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV
BT

COMUSTDC NOT ADDEE PASS FOR INFO TO ADM SHARP AS ALFA NR 132
MSG OPENED TO STAFF
POSIT AMPHIB FORCES S . CHINA SEA CC)
A . YOUR 260318Z (ALFA 129) • ,
B^ MY 251522Z (ALFA 106)
1 *  REF A REPORTED REACTION TIMES TG 7 6 .5  AND TF 76 LESS 76 *5  FROM 
POSITS ASSUMED RESPONSE REF B . REF A ALSO INDICATED FURTHER 
IMPROVEMENT I F  FORCES WERE POSITIONED CLOSER CAP S T . JACQUES AND 
DANANG.

PAGE 2 RUHLHQ 3747 S E C R £ T
2 .  POSITION TG 7 6 .5  OFF CAP S T . JACQUES AND REMAINDER TF 76 IN  
S * CHINA SEA LESS .7 6 .5  OFF DANANG TO REDUCE REACTION TIMES IN  
EVENT LANDING FORCES REQUIRED ASHORE. KEEP FORCES OUT OF SIGHT 
OF LAND* REPORT NEW PO SITS , ETA ^M lL ffiA C TIO N  TIMES FOR LANDING 
LANDING»-FORCE SAIGON AND D A N A N G (^^^4>
BT

;

NN

IN F 0 o o .« .C J C S -2  D JS -3  SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J 4 -2  J 5 -1  SACSA-5 D 'lA -U  
NMCC-2 SAMAA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 0 S D -i5  
WHITE HOUSE-3 STATE-2 ^ lL E -1  ( 7 4 )  ETO

C S /2 6 /4 9 1  ^
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INCOMING
MESSAGE THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF fevNr I i i r W TV\L

MECEOEMCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INF01

PRIORITY ROUTINE

1̂

d e c l a s s if ie d

A uthori^-O - Q 
B y  . NAES,Date M -----

EHDg’ 8 001ZC JJE623  
PP RUEKDA
DE RUMSNA 2514H 2 6 /U 1 0 Z

P R 261045Z

FM COMUSMACV

TO RUEPDA/OASD/PA 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
RUEKDA/JCS 
RUEHC/STATE DEPT 

INFO ZEN/AMEMB/PAO SAIGON

G O N F I B E H T I A L  MAC 01 8746
ERRONEOUS ALLEGATIONS BY STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS AT DA NANG
A . MACOI 8674 DTG 250351Z AUG 64

lo REF A QUOTED RELEASE BY MACOI ON SHOTS FIRED IN A IR  BY 
U .S . PERSONNEL WHEN STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS APPROACHED ENLISTED 
BILLET IN  DA NANG ,

2o UPI STORY BYLINED RAY HERNDON DATELINE SAIGON 25 AUG 
STATES IN PART: QUOTE STUDENT LEADERS IN DA NANG TODAY BLAMED 
THE DEATHS OF 19 PERSONS AND INJURIES TO 70 OTHERS ON TRIGGER  
HAPPY AMERICAN SERVICEMEN WHO THEY SAY TOUCHED OFF RELIGIOUS 
WARFARE WHICH WAS CONTINUING TONIGHT.o«70 C IV IL IA N S  WERE WOUNDED 
AFTER AMERICAN M ILITARY MEN STAMPEDED A PREDOMINANTLY BUDDHIST 
CROWD OF DEMONSBATORS INTO A ROMAN CATHOLIC VILLAGE SMOLDERING 
WITH RELIGIOUS TENSION, AN AMERICAN SPOKESMAN IN SAIGON CON
FIRMED THAT THE FIR ST SHOTS IN THE RELIGIOUS WAR WERE FIRED BY 
AMERICANS "WHO CAUSED THE MARCHERS TO BREAK RANKS" END QUOTE 
(NOTE: SEE REF A FOR MACOI RELEASE ON SHOTS F IR E D ) o

3 . IN  SAME STORY ARE OTHER MISQUOTES SUCH AS THAT THE DEMON
STRATORS TRAMPLED DOWN A SMALL G IR L , IN FACT HERNDON WAS TOLD 
THE GIRL WAS KNOCKED INTO A TRENCH,

ACT, .O S D - 1 5 ...........SACSA-5

C J C S -2 D J S -3  SJCS--3 J 3 -6  J 4 -2  J 5 -1  J 6 -3  D IA -1 4  NMCC-2 SAMAA-1 
CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 WHITE HOUSE-3 N IC -1  RRA-1
C IA -3  NSA-4 F IL E -1  . .< 88) ETO 

ADV CY TO NMCC OSD
DUTY OFFICER \

WU/SJ C S /2 6 /4 2 8  WD P

PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE. IDENTIFICATION
2ITE NO.

MAC 01 8746

DTG

261045Z AUG 64
FORM NO

J C S  I DEC 63 90 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

O'
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

k .  AS RESULT HERNDON’ S REQUEST FOR MACV COMMENT, DISCUSSED EPISODE 
WITH SR ADVISOR I  CORPS AND HIS DEPUTY, BOTH STATE 
THAT AfTER TALKING WITH PERSONNEL WHO WERE IN EM BILLET AT 
TIME OF SHOOTING THEY ARE CONVINCED THAT STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS 
WERE HEADED TOWARD NEARBY CATHOLIC VILLAGE FROM OUTSET AND 
WOULD HAVE GONE THERE EVEN IF  SHOTS HAD NOT BEEN F IR E D ,
ALSO THAT ROCKS THROWN AT EM BILLET BY DEMONSTRATORS WERE 
AIMED AT HOUSEMAIDS STANDING ON BALCONIES AND LEANING OUT 
WINDOWS, ALL OF WHOM LIVE IN CATHOLIC V IL U G E  AND WERE KNOWN 
TO WORK IN BILLET (NOTE: IN IT IA L  REPORTS INDICATED ROCKS 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN THROWN BECAUSE U .S . PERSONNEL WERE TAKING 
PICTURES OF DEMONSTRATION),

5 , MACV INFO LIAISON OFFICER AT DA NANG SAYS THAT IT  WOULD 
HAVE BEEN IMPOSSILE FOR DEMONSTRATORS TO INADVERTENTLY 
APPROACH CATHOLIC VILLAGE AS RESULT OF FLEEING FROM SHOTS 
IN AIR BECAUSE BILLET AND VILLAGE ARE SEPARATED BY LARGE 
PARKING LOT BOUNDED BY CONCERTINA WIRE. FURTHER STATES 
THAT IT  WAS AT LEAST 30 RPT 30 MINUTES AFTER SHOTS WERE 
FIRED BEFORE DEMONSTRATORS WALKED AROUND CONCERTINA WIRE
AND REACHED VILLAGE WHERE FIGHTING BROKE OUT. HE REPORTS THAT 
A*S OF ? 6 U 0 0 Z  AUG THERE HAS NOT BEEN ANY EVIDENCE OF 
ANTI AMERICAN FEELING IN DA NANG, SO OBVIOUSLY 
STUDENT ALLEGATIONS NOT BEING TAKEN SERIOUSLY THERE.
NOTHING IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE SAIGON D AILIES 26 AUG ON 
SU’ 3 : 5 ,  UNDERSTAND AP NOT BUYING STUDENT PITCH 
AND MACOI HAS NOT HAD QUERIES FROM OTHER MEDIA REPS 
ON SAME

6, IF  COMPLICATIONS DEVELOP FROM CONUS PLAYING OF UPI 
STORY MACOI WILL BE IN POSITION TO FURNISH MORE DETAILS ON

[ST BASED ON I  CORPS REPORT OF INVESTIGATION AND A FFID A VITS ,
GP BT

DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION

2  2
CITE NO. DTG

MAC 01 S7k6 261045Z AUG 64
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c  .
INCOMING

MESSAGE______________________ THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF J
PRECEDENCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

S u b je c t ;  R e ce ss  o f  M i l i t a r y  R e v o lu t io n a r y  c o u n c i l  m e e t ’ r.g

1 .  The  f o l l o w i n g  m essage  r e c e iv e d  v ia  TELECON i n  t h e  
N a t io n a l  M i l i t a r y  Command C e n te r  a t  260653 EDT.

COMUSMACV I6
SEGRBg  V
TO: JCS
FROM: COMUSMACV

1 . COMUSMACV REPRESENTATIVE AT THE HIGH COMMAND HAS JUST 
REPORTED THAT THE MRC IlAS RECESSED U N T IL  2 7 0 1 0 0 Z ,
SOURCE OP H IS  INFORMATION IS  A MEMBER OF THE MRC. TH IS  
PARALLELS INFORMATION DISSEMINATED BY GVN PRESS OFFICER 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE W ILL  BE NOTHING FURTHER U N T IL  
TOMORROW.

2 J 3 0 F  JGS STATED THAT THERE WAS NO VOTING DURING RECENTLY 
CONCLUDED SESSION AND THAT THE PROBLEMS ARE S T IL L  UNDER 
DISCUSSIO N. GENERAL KHANH'S INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL HANDS 
WAS TO RETURN TO QUARTERS, RELAX AND CONSIDER PROBLEMS 
AHEAD.

■pp

; -  m y O ,^ v .,G J G S -2  D JS-3 SJCS- 1  J l - 3  J 3 -6  JU -2  SACSA-0 NMCG«3
SAMAA-1 eSA-2 GSAP«2 GMS-10 GNO-2  ̂ OSD-15 WHITS HOUSE-B STATI«.2 
C IA -3  m o - l ( 8 1 ) j c k

DECLASSIFIED^
y A ^ / 7^

________ ^

R ECIIVSD NMOG/ilS 2 6 11 3 ^ 2 .

Authority
NABS, Date,

DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION
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I^ORM NO
JCS I  D e c  63 s a  '  REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED -StCREI

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

- ----- --—
­

-
— 

-


-




INCOMING
MESSAGE THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF SCCRIT

PRECEDENCE (fNFO)

IMMEDIATE IMMEDIATE

EEIAg9 6CED294 
00 RUEKDA
DE RUHLHL 39 63 2 6 /0 3 18 Z

6 2603 lg Z

FM CINCPACFLT 

TO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

INFO RUMFCR/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUHPG/CG FMFPAC

RUATOCTF SEVEN NINE  
RUEKBA/JCS 
RUECW/ CNO 
RUECEM/CMC
RUMFCR/CTF SEVEN S IX  
RUMFGR/CTG SEVEN S IX  PT F IV E

■g E C R E T

DECLASSIFIED
Authority

, NAES, n.te 7 //f /7 6

REPOSITIONING OF AMPHIBIOUS FORCES IN SOUTH CHINA SEA<C)
A. CINCPAC 251522Z PASEP
B. COMSEVENTHFLT 252045Z NOTAL
C. COMSEVENTHFLT 2 5 20 0 9 Z PASEP
1. lAW REF A, TG 7 6 .5  (SLF) IS  ON STATION EAST OF CAP 
VARELLA REMAlNlMfii OUT OF SIGHT OF LANB.
2 . IN  ORDER TO MAINTAIN TACTICAL INTEGRITY OF NINTH  
M EB ( ) AND, IF  APPROPRIATE, TO PERMIT ROTATION FOR A 
POSSIBLE LONG HAUL POSTURE, INTEND ALSO STATION OFF CAP 
VARELLA THE REMAINDER OF j n z  AMPHIBIOUS UNITS NOW IN  
SOUTH CHINA SEA WITH 9TH MEB< ) EMBARKED, IF  IMPROVED 
REACTION TIME IS  REQUIRED AT LATER DATE, THE FORCE CAN BE SPLIT
WITH
AMPHIB READY GROUP <SLF EMBARKED) BEING POSITIONED OFF 
CAP ST JACQUES AND REMAINDER OF AMPHIB TASK FORCE WITH 
MEB HQ, RLT (MINUS SLF) AND LOGISTICAL SUPPORT GROUP 
BEING POSITIONED OFF DANANG .

IN FO ...........CJCS-2 D JS -3  SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J 4 -2  J 5 -1  SACSA-5 D IA - U
N M C C -2  SAMAA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 OSD-15 (WHITE H 0U SE)-3 (SDLO) 
F IL E I  (6 0 )
ADV COPIES FURN D IA , NMCC I  OSD

^  «  J
DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES

V CITE NO. OTG

CS 2 6 /1 2 9 1 2 260318Z AUG 64
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

o o
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

FRCCEOKNCC (ACTION) PRECeOENGE (INFO)

3 . IF  S P L IT  AND IMPROVED REACTIONTIME IS  U TER
r e q u ir e d *
A, AMPHIB READY GROUP (SLF EMBARKED) COULD BE 
POSITIONED WITHIN TWO HOURS REACTION TIME OFF CAP S T .  
JACQUES, th e  CLOSpe TIME FROM THIS POSITION IS  EIGHT 
FCIIPS
B. REI^AINDER OF AMPHIB TASK FORCE COULD BE POSITI0HED  
WITHIN FOUR HOURS REACTION TIME FROM DANANG. THE CLOSING 
TIME FROM THIS POSITION IS  SEVEN HOURS.
•4 .  CURRENT REACTION TIMES FOR TG 7 6 .5  TO CAP S T . JACQUES/ 
SAIGON AND DANANG ARE DETAILED IN  PARAS 2 AND 3 OF REF C . 
GP -THREE 
BT

DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES 

2 2
SITE NO. DTG

260318Z AUG 64
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/ ^ S
INCOMING

MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

PRIORITY

PRECEDENCE (INFO)

PRIORITY

d e c l a s s if ie d  
Antlinritv E.O. 11652 SEC.^( A I ^ E ^ ^  
By < 7 ^  NARS, Date -----

ZCZCCIA789 HPA030VVV PBBgl9 
PP RUEKDA
DE RUHLML 3958 2 6 /0 3 08 Z  

P 260308Z  

FM CINCPACFLT

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUECW/ CNO 
ROECEM/CMC 
RUHPG/CG FMFPAC

0 252009Z

FM COMSEVENTHFLT

TO CINCPACFLT

INFO COMUSMCV
CTF 76  
CINCPAC 
CG 9H ME
CTG 7 9 ,5  
CTG 7 6 .5

T & ^  S T  C K E T
A, COKUSMACV 2511 i3  NOTAL
B, MY 251448Z NOTAL
1.TG 7 6 /5  <LF) ENRO0TE TO MIDPOINT POSITION lAW REFS A AND B„ ETA 

ABOUT 2 5 2 2 0 0 ,
2.FR0M CAP VARELLA REACTION TIME FOR IN IT IA L  ELEPffiNTS OF HEL® BORNE 
FORCE IN VALLEY FORGE (TLO COMPANIES) TO TAt« SON FMUT OR DANANG NINE
TO TEN HOURS. HELO L IF T  TO BE CLOSED AT TAM »M1T BY PLUS ..SEVENTEEN 
HOURS AND DKI^ANG BY PLUS FOURTEEN DUE SHORTEt.«i

L  TO DANANG,.
>VERWATER FLIGHT ROUTES

IN FO ...........C J C S -2 < l-2 )  D J S -3 < 3 -5 )  S J C S -K 6 ) J l - 3 < 7 - 9 )  J 3 - 6 ( l 0 - l 5 )
J 4 -2 < 1 6 -1 7 )  J 5 - K 1 8 )  SACS A -5 < 19 -2 3 ) D IA -4  (2 4 -2 7 )  
N M C C -2<2S-29) SAMAA-1(3 0 ) C S A -2C 31-32) C S A F -2< 33 -34 ) 
0 S D -l5 < 3 5 -4 9 )  (WHITE HOUSE-3) (5 0 -5 2 )  (SDLO) F IL E -1  (5 3 ) (53>

ADV COPIES FURN NMCC 

r ef b n o t HE/LD
52

DUTY OFFICER ----------------V T PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE

CS 2 6 /1 6 4 1 2
CITE NO. DTG 1

252009Z AUG 64
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INCOMING
MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

PRKCKOKNCC (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

3 ,  REMAINDER OF AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP COULD LAND SLF (LESS MELO BORNE 
ELEMENTS) AT CAP ST JACQUES R DANANG COMMENCING ABOUT PLUS EIGHTEEN 
lOURSI CLOSING ABOUT TWENTY-TWO HOURS. (L IF T  TO SAIGON BY US/AV  
AIRCRAFT FROM VUNG TAU AIRFIELD OF CAP ST JACQUES TO TAN SON NHUT 
ALTERNATIVELY, SHIPS COULD START S IX  HOUR RIVER RUN TO SIAGON AT F IR S T  
FAVORABLE TIDE AFTER SEVENTEEN HOURS* AND LAFD TROOPS AT SAIGON*)
4 . ^ e h X i » b e r  or f f  7 « r » n H  e m b a rw  less  l s t '  w ith
LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP EMBARKED <! • £ •  TWO BLT, REGIMENTAL HQ, AHD 
MEB HQ) ON SAME TIME SCALE AS SURFACE BORNE READY GROUP ELEMENTS* LST 
ELEMENTS ARRIVE THREE HOURS LATER.

DUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION I
CITE NO. DTG 1

2 2 252009Z AUG 64
.FORM NO.
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

C ■■' ’ C /9-G>
T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF --------- TzsEBaaBCDjrTl

f^ECeOENCC (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO) I
PRIORITY PRIORITY

VZCZCIEN732CPH09 22V SVA253VV PHZg65VV PAF366 
PPJRUEKDA d e c l a s s if ie d
DZ RUHPA 3589 2 5 / l5 2 lZ  Authority E-0. 11652 SEC. . . .
P 251522Z By .2 ^ 7 ^ ------ - ;? q

FM ADMINO CINCPAC

TO RUHPB/CINCPACFLT

INFO RUMSMA/COMU MACV 
RUEKDA/JCS 
RUAGFL/CONUSTDG ,

X--&-P------5- E C -R -JL X

COMUSTBC NOT ADDEE PASS FOR INFO TO ADW SHARP AS ALFA NR 106 RPT 106  
MSG OPENED TO STAFF 
RELOCATION. OF SLF (U)
A, COMUSMACV mac J 3 1  8697  DTG 2 5 1 H 3 Z
B, CINCPAC0P PLAN 6 0 6 2

1 . REF A REQUESTED SLF BE POSITIONED APPROX MIDWAY BETWEEN 
DANANG AND SAIGON FOR POSSIBLE OPNS UNDER REF BIN VIEW RECENT 
C IV IL IA N  DISTURBANCES IN  RVN. THIS MOVE PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE „

2o TAKE ACTION TO RELOCATE FORCE AS REQUESTED. FORCE SHOULD REMAIN 
OUT OF SIGHT OF LAND.

3 , ADVISE COMUSMAC
SAIGON AND DANANGi 
BT

THER ADDEES APPROX REACTION TIME TO

IN F 0 .. . .J C J C S -2  C i - 2 )  ® 4S-3 ( 3 - 5 )  S J C S -l ( 6 ) J 3 -6  ( 7 - 1 2 )  J 4 -2  ( 1 3 - U :  
J 5 -1  ( 1 5 )  SACSA-5 (1 6 -2 0 )  D IA -3  ( 2 1 -2 3 )  NMCC-2 (2 A -2 5 )  
SAMAA-1 (2 6 )  CSA-2 ( 2 7 -2 8 )  CSAF-2 ( 2 9 -3 0 )  CNO-2 ( 3 1 -3 2 )  
CMC-10 U 3 - 4 2 )  OSD-15 (4 3 -5 7 )  WHITE HOUSE-3 (5 8 -6 0 )
STATE-2 ( 6 1 -6 2 )  F IL E -1  ( 6 3 )  JRT

l£V CY TO CJCS DJS NMCC OSD BO

DUTY OFFICER \ PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION
CITE NO. OTO 1

U /SJ C S /2 5 /4 2 8  WD )̂ 1 1
Z AUG 64

,_ _ F O R M  NO_ ̂
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c
INCOMING

MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
I PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

IMMEDIATE
PREC<EOENCE (INFO)

IMMEDIATE

VZCZCPH0S66VV TFC368
00 RUEKM
DE RUMSMA 528 2 5 /1 1 20  Z

0 2 5 l i i 3 Z

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

Bz 1 W:aES, Date /P  ^

FM COMUSMACV

TO RUHPA/CINCPAC

INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUHPB/CINGPAC FLT ' 
RUMFZL/GOMSEVENTHFLT 
RUMFZT/CTF 76 
RUMFCR/GTF 79 
iaJMFCR/CG 9TH MEB 
ZEN/AMEMB SAIGON 
BT

n r P ''S -E -& - i^ -E ^  MAC J 3 1  8697
RELOCATION OF SPECIAL LANDING FORCE CTG79o5) (TS )

Ao CINCPAC OP PLAN 60-62o

U IN VIEW RECENT DISTRUBANCES IN SAIGON AND DA NANG, 
RECOMMEND THAT SPECIAL LANDING FORCE BE POSITIONED 
APPROXIMATELY MIDWAY BETWEEN DA NANG AND SAIGON FOR 
POSSIBLE OPNS UNDER REF Ao FORCE SHOULD REMAIN OUT OF 
SIGHT OF LANDo REGARD THIS CONTINGENCY UNLIKELY, AND 
RECOMMENDATION IS PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE ONLYo

2c
DA

3o
BT

REQUEST ADVISE APPROX REACTION TIME TO SAIGON OR 
NANG FROM NEW PO SITION IF  RELOCATEDo

AMBASSADOR CONCURŜ " GP

61
INFO oooooCJCS**2Cl-2) D J S -3 C 3 -5 ) S J C S -U 6 ) J 3 -6 < 7 -1 2 ) J 4 -2 ( 1 3 -U )  

J 5 - i C l 5 )  SA C S A -5C 16-20) D IA -4C 21-24) NMCC-2<2 5 -26 )  
SAMAA“ iC 2 7 )  CSA-*2« 2 8 -2 9  ) CSAF-2C 3 0 -31  ) C N 0-2(32-33) 
C M C -10C 34-43) 0 S D -15 U 4-58 )C W H I® I HOaSl5-3C59-6l) F IL i- l(6 2 > ,.s o

ADV TO CJCS DJS NMCC i  OSD (STAfB)

/
1 O l l T V  O P P I C E R P A G E  O F  P A G E S M E S S A G E m e N T I F I C A T I O N  1

d r C I T E  N O . D T G

WU/NRF CS/25/^SiS JCK ' 1 i MAC J-31 8697 251H 3Z AUG 1964 |
.FORM NO__ 
11 DEC n  58 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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INCOMING
MESSAGE

PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

PRIORITY

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
PRECEDENCE (INFO)

PRIORITY

UNCLASSIFIED

V EUF772YEA 983 
PP RUEPDA
DE RUMSMA 2309H 2 5 /0 5 1 0 Z  
ZNR

P 2 5 0 3 5 IZ

FM COMUSMACV

TO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
r u e p d a / o a sd/ pa
R U E H C /STATE DEFT '

INFO ZEN/AMEMB/PA SAIGON
RUEKDA/JCS
ZEN /U SIS
RUAPDT/OIC PAC STARS 4 STRIPE 

UNCLAS MACOI 8674
SUPPLEMENTAL PRESS TRENDS NUMBER 201A 
SUPPLEMENTAL PRESS TRENDS FOR 25 AUGUST 1964o
A . DELZEL 478

lo FLWG COORDINATED WITH AHEMB/PAO AND RELEASED TO NEWS 
MEDIA AT 251000H AUG IN  RESPONSE TO NUMEROUS QUERIES IN  
CONJUNCTION WITH STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN  DA NANG 24 AUG:

"WHEN THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS WERE PASSING THE 
DA NANG HOTEL EM BILLET YESTERDAY MORNING, SOME OF THE 
DEMONSTRATORS STARTED STREAMING I MTO THE COURTYARD OF THE 
BILLET AND THOSE AT THE HEAD OF THE GROUP ACTUALLY ENTERED 
THE BLDG... AT THAT T IM E , TWO SHOTS WERE FIRED INTO THE AIR BY 
U ,S , M IL PERSONNEL STANDING ON THE ROOF OF THE BLDGo

’ IT  IS  REPTD THAT AFTER THE SHOTS WERE F IR E D , LEADERS 
OF THE DEMONSTRATORS CAME INTO THE COURTYARD AND PREVAILED UPON 
THE DEMONSTRATORS TO RTN TO THE STREET AND REJOIN THE MARCH,

’THE TWO SHOTS WERE NOT FIRED BY PERSONNEL ON GUARD 
DUTY AND THE ACTION WAS TAKEN WITHOUT ANY AUTHORIZATION. THE 
MATTER IS  UNDER INVESTIGATION BY U .S . AUTH IN  DA NANG"
BT

ACT...........OSD 15
CJCS-2 DJS-3 SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J 4 -2  J 5 -1  J 6 -3  SACSA-5 D IA -1 4  NMCC-2 
SAMAA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 WHITE HOUSE-3 STATe.-2 N IC -1  
C IA -3  NSA-4 F IL E -1  (8 5 )

ADV COPY TO NMCC
DUTY OFFICER

CS 2 5 /4 8 0 I PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION
CITE NO. DTG

MACOI 8674 250351Z AUG 64
,__ FORM NO_„

JCS I DEC 63 58 REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED UNCLASSIFIED
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IKCO.^IMG
MESSAGE

JV/L t o  LTU Lt

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
PREC£OENCS (ACTION)

PRIORITY
PRECEDENCE (INFO)

'ROUTINE

'DECE-ASSIFTET)
Kuttority

B < r s  ■ NASS, Date

D£ RUHLHQ 3562 25/k)25SZ

R 2^06552

Fh ADMIMO GIN CPAC

INFO RUEKDA/ASD/ISA 
RUEKDA/JCS 

. RUKLKL/CINCPACFLT 
RUMLKM/CINCPACAF . . . ■
EUMSHA/COriUSMACV
R'JKPHL/DIRPACDOCKS

? 212116Z 

Ji-I CINCUSARPAC 

INFO CINCPAC 

2107512 

FM CGUSASCV VIETNAM 

TO CGUSARYIS.

INFO CINCUSARAC

C R T 'l^ S C V -D  01 IS FOR RID

U  (S ) COMUSMUCV UAS TRANSMITTED TO JCS FORMAL REQUIREMENTS TO 
SUPPORT THE PACIFICATION PROGRAM FOR THE NEXT YEAR,, THESE CONSTITUTE 
AN OVERALL INCREASE IN MILITARY STRENGTH IN VIETNAM''0F ABOUT 

> THE INCREASE PROVIDES FOR EXTENSION AND REINFORCEMENT OF THE ADVISORY 
' 'effo rt at the combat u n it  le v e l and at THE DISTRICT LEVEL TO IMPROVE 

AND ACCELERATE PACIFICATION OPERATIONS, COMUSMACV HAS RECOGtiJ;ZED THAT 
EXTENSION AND AUGMENTATION OF THE ADVISORY EFFORT WILL H A V |^
im m e d ia t e  im p a c t  upon t h e , a d m in  o f l o g is t ic  su ppo r t BASEo 

■ s t a t e d  t h a t  in  o r d e r TQ. StlPEORT TH IS  INCREASE IN..THE FIELD CERTAIN

INFOs CJCS-2 D JS -5  SJCS-1  
NMCCt 2 CSAt 2 CSAF-^2

J l - 1  J 3 -6  
CNO-2 ‘CMC-10

J 4- 2 ' J 5 -1  SACSA-5 D IA -1 4  
O SD -15 F IL E -1 , (6 9 )

DUTY

i::: gs/ 2 5 /

PAGE OF PAGES

1 .. 5

M E S S A G E  I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
CITE NO.

ASCV 5 0118
OTG

2107312 AUG 6 4

RE??:0DUCT10N PROHIBITED S ^ T

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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MESSAGE THE JOSNT CHIEFS Or STAFF
PRSCCOCNCC (ACTION) PRECeOENCE (INFO)

ADMINTSTSATIVE AUGMENTATION IS  NECEESSARY AND SIGNIFICANT ADDITJDDNAL
HEQUIREME.^;"3 fo r h e l ic o p t e r  su p p o r t and a i r l i f t  c a p a b il it y  a r e  
g e n e r a t e d ^

2 o (S ) in c lu d e d  in  th e  recommended au g m en ta tio n  a r e  th e  fo l lo w in g  
ARMY ELEMENTS;

A, A SPECIAL FORCES GROUP WITH A SLIGHTLY REDUCED HEAD
QUARTERS ELEMENT, APPROXIMATE STRENGTH  6120 

Bo ON CV 2B (CARIBOU) COMPANY
TtJO AIRMOBILE (U H IB  ) COMPANIES*
TWO A IR L IF T  PLATOONS ON i 0 U H iB »S EACH 
ONE d i r e c t  UPPORT AIRCRi.FT MAINTENANCE COMPANY 
ONE AVIATION ACFT M&S BATTALION
NECESSARY TRANSPORTATION AND SIGNAL DETACHMENTS TO

Co
Bo
Eo
Fo
Go

SUPPORT THE ABOVE

3o (S ) TOTAL USASCV PERSONNEL NOT TO INCLUDE SPECIAL FORCES 
recom m ended in c l u d e s  i 63 o f f ic e r s , i7 i4 WARRENT OFFICERS, AND 1242 
ENLISTED, TOTAL i579

(S X ) F A C IL IT IE S  REQUIRED OVER AND ABOVE THOSE REQUIRED FOR 
NEW UNITS WILL INCLUDE A i 0 BED MEDICAL FEC IL ITY  AT CAM THO TO BE 
CONSTRUCTED BY USASCV AND STAFFED WITH ARMY PERSONNELo

5o <S) ANNUAL COSTS TO SUPPORT USASCB INCREASES WERE ESTIMATED 
BY CONMUSMACV TO B E;

Ao PERSONNAL (INCLUDED CO U AND TDY COSTS)  $ 1 4 0 ,7  l3 o 00
Bo eq u ip m en t, s e r v i c e , and s u p p lie s

( 1 ) MEDICAL  $ l7  5, 125#00
( 2 )  OTHER  $ 1 ,2 3 5 ,0 0 0 0  00

• C„ AIRCRAFT (IN C L OP COSTS)  3 ,8 5 5 ,7 0 0 0 0 0

go (S )  TH IS  HQ EST COST FOR CONSTR REQUIRED TO SPT PROPOSED 
INCREASES AS FOLLOWS;
TYPE UNIT TENT LOC
A IR  MBL CO BIEN HAO

, CARIBOU CO 

1 DS MAINT CO

NHAA TRANG 

TAN SON NHUT

TYPE FACILITY  
CANTONMENT 
FLT LOINE FAC 

CANTONMENT 
FLT LINE FAC 
CANTONMENT 
FLT LINE FAC

EST COST 
$6 00, 000

400, 000  
300, 000 

400, 000 
300, 000 
400, 000

1 DUT̂ / 0 ? r  ICSR PAGE OF PAGES'f
CITE NO. OTG

3 ASCV D 011S 2107312 AUG 6  4
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U'JCOM’.N’G
MESSAGE th e : j o i n t  c h ie f s  of  s t a f f  S ^E T

PR£CED£NCS (ACTION) PRECEOeNCe (INFO)

1 AVN ACFT M&S BN NHA TRANG CANTONMENT 8 5 . 0 0 0
can TKO 1 0 bed MED FAC 6 5 ,0 0 0

7o (S)  ONE AIJ2 MOBILE COMPANY CURSENLY LOCATED AT PLEIKU WILL 
be moved TO ban me THOUT f o r  TACTICAL REASONS^ TH IS  WILL NECESSITATE 
CONSTRUCTION OF CANTONMENT AND FLIGHT LINE F A C IL IT IE S  AT A COST OF 
$500 j 000O00

So (S ) OTHER FEGJLLITIES ALREADY PROGRAMMED BUT NOT YET SUB
MITTED FOR FUK4IH£:.APPR0VAL .INCLUDE
UTT CO/MP CO TAN SON NHUT CANTONMQJT $ 3 0 0 ,0 0 0
AVN SPT bn • VUNG TAU CANTONMENT 200j 000

FLT LINE FEC 200» 000

9o (S )  THE TWO PROJECT LISTED IN PARAGRAPH 8 ABOVE ARE RE
QUIRED ON A 'URGENT BASIS TO SPT CURRENT PwEQUIREMENTS, SiOT, REPEAT 
NOT. AS A RESULT OF THE CURRENT AUGMENTATION ACTION o A NEW CANTON
MENT IS  needed to  PROVIDE UTT CO AND 560TH MP CO ADEQUATE KOUSINGo 
THERE ARE NO CANT0NME>4T OR FLIGHT LINE F A C IL IT IE S  A V A IU B LE  FOR NEW 
UNITS SHOULD THE MACV PROPOSAL BE APPI^OVED BY JCS<, THESE ■ PROJECTS 

■ARE NOT in c lu d e d  IN CURRENT LEG ISU TIO N  AUTHORIZING MILITARY CON
STRUCTION, AS THE MISSION DID NOT EXIST AT THE TIME THE PROGRAM WAS 
SUBMITTEDo th e y  CANNOT BE DELAYED FOR INCLUSION IN SUBSEQUENT LEGIS
LATION AUTHORIZING M ILITARY CONSTRUCTION BECAUSE MACV PROPOSED TO 
PHASE NEW UNITS INTO VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 
196^0

100 CS) RECOMMEND THAT CONSTRCUTION PROJECT LISTED IN PARAS .
7 AND 8 above BE INCLUDED WITH PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED TO DA 
BY USARPAC hSG ARP 7 3 60 2  DTD 22 MAY 6^  FOR CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL 
UNDER SECTION 105, PL S 5 l7 ^ o  DETAILED JUSTIFICATION CAN BE PRE­
PARED IMMEDIATELY UPON JCS APPROVAL OF REQUIRED TROOP UNIT INCREASES 
AND CAN be p re s e n te d  TO INTERESTED AGENCIES BY USASCV ENGINEER, LT 
COL FORbERT BERN STEIN o

( S )  PRESENT TENTATIVE PLANNING ALSO INDICATES THAT 
A S D lT lC iL ^ I PERSONEL W ILL BE ASSIGNED TO AUGMENT THE 39TH SIG BN 
AND STARCOMo AS DEFINATE INFORMATION IS  RECEIVED YOU W ILL BE AD
VISED OF THE CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS AND ESTIMATED COTASTSo INFOR  
ilATION CURRENTLY A V A IU B L E  IS  INADEQUATE UPON WHICH TO BASE ANY 
PLAN So

£ »

O U V Y P A G E  O F  P A G Z S M E S S A G E I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
S I T E  N O . D T G

3 3 ASCV D 210731Z AUG 6 ^
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INCOMING
MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TOP SEGRf

 fJ^CQEOKNCE (ACTION)

>RIORITT
PRECEDENCE- (INf-O)

-1J0UTINE

^ZCZCIEM529XVZCZCCIA374YRVV 
’P RUEKDA

IDE RUHPA 2171 190022Z  

R 190025Z

'VI CINCPAC

RUEKDA/JCS

IlNFO RUMSMACOMUSHACV 
I rUHPCR/AMEMB SAIGON 
RUHPHR/CINCUSARPAC 
RUHPB/CINCPACFLT 
RUHLKM/CINCPACAF 
RUHPG/CG FMFPAC

PAA919

d e c l a s s if ie d

Authority ^  ^
Tty ■ NARS, DateLIM D IS

IL IM D IS
I PLANNING FOR CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS (U)

COMUSMACV J3 4 8213 DTG 1609 43Z (PASEP)
B. SAIGON 457 TO STATE AUG 1 7 , NOPM (NOTAL) 

i l .  CONCUR WITH CONCEPT FOR PHASE I  CROSS BORDER OPERA
TIONS INTO LAOS d e s c rib e d  IN  PARA 5A OF REF A . USE OF TJM 
BRIDGEHEAD RATHER THAN OPERAFONAL AREA MAY BE TO STRONG FOR THE 
TYPE OPERATIONS CONSIDERED AND MAY NOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO LAO 
POLITICOS IF  IT  IS  NECESSARY TO DISCUSS THESE OPERATIONS WITH THEM.
2 .  AGREE THAT PHASE I I  V ISUALIZED BY EEGVN IS  OVERLY AMBITIOUS 
(PARA 5B OF REF A ) .  CONTROL OR DOMINATION OF STRIP IN  LAOS UP TO 40 KM 
DEEP AND OVER 430 KM WIDE I S  CONSIDERED'TO BE BEYOF'THE RE
SOURCES OF GVN ALONE. AS DESIRED END, THIS OBJECTIVE COULD BE 
RETAINED FOR PLANNING PURPOSES AND MAY ENCO URAG E GVN INTO EX
PANDING PHASE I  OPERATIONS TO ENCOMPAES LARGER 2
SUCCESS DURING PHASE I  WILL BE DETERMINING FACTOR FOR THEIR TAKING

1 3^ IF^^'^^AK^TO^HOLD STRONG MEASURE OF CONTROL OVER TH ESr 
OPERATIONS WITHOUT TAKING COMMAND, PARTICIPATION OF US ADVISORS 
AT ALL PLANNING AND OPERATING ECHELONS IS  ESSENTIAL. US ADVISOR 37

...........D J S -K 8 ) J 3 - 2 < 9 - l« )  D IA - i l< U -1 4 )  N M C C /B D 0-2 (15 -lS i
CSAXGEN J 0 H N S 0 N )-3 (1 7 -1 9 )  CSAF(GEN LE M A Y )-3 (2 0 -2 2 )  „ ^
CNO(ADM MCD0NALD)-3 (2 3 -2 5 )  CMC (GEN GREENE)-3 (2 6 -2 8 )  OSD-8  (2 9 -  
3 6 ) WHITE HOUSE-3(3 7 -3 9 )  S TA TE -2 (4 0 -4 1 )  F IL E -1 ( 4 2 ) (4 2 )

OUTY OFFICER PAGE OF PAGES
CITE NO. DTG
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' if

INCOMING
MESSAGE T H E  JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

PRECEDENCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

PARTICIPATION SHOULD INCLUDE GOING INTO LAOS ON BOTH A IR  AND 
GRND OPERATIONS. AS GVN EXPERIENCE AND CONFIDENCE GROW,
DIRECT US PARTICIPATION MAY BE REDUCED TO DEGREE COMUSMACV

I FEELS IS  NECESSARY.
4 .  COMUSMACV SHOULD HAVE AUTHORITY TO USE FARMGATE 

IRESOURCES IN  THESE OPERATIONS AS HE CONSIDERS IT  NECESSARZ. 
IN IT IA L L Y  ONLY TARGET SPOTTERS FOR VNAF MAY BE REQUIRED. HOWEVER, 
THERE MAY BE OPPORTUNITY OR REQUIREMENT FOR SOME A IR  STRIKES 
THAT DEMAN US PRECISIO N.

15.  US A IR L IF T , BOTH HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING, WILL ASSUJ DLZ 
IMPROVE CHANCES OF SUCCESS OF THESE OPERATIONS. US A IR L IF T  USED

Io n cross bo rder m is s io n s  s h o u l d  be p r o t e c t e d  by us a ir  c o v e r , 
I fam g ate or o t h e r w is e .
6.  th e  l i m i t e d  ground p e n e tr a t io n s  (15 KM) CONCEIVED FOR 

IpHASEI o p e ra t io n s  p ro v id e s  o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  TESTING c a p a b i l i t y  OF
ARVN AND VNAF FOR MORE SOPHISTICATED TYPE OPERATIONS AND COULD 
PROVIDE MEANS OF HELPING TO REDUCE OR ALERT US TO IN FILTR A TIO N . 
SUCCESS IN  OPERATIONS WOULD HELP RETAIN GVN MORALE RAISED BY

[p ie r c e  arrow and p e r m it  us p a r t ic ip a t io n  w it h  red uced RISK o f loss
>F US PERSONNEL TO PL/VM AND BETTER ASSURANCE THAT MISSON IS

Be in g  c o r r e c t l y  p e r f o r m e d .
7 .  REF B HAS BEEN CONSIDERED IN  FORMULATION OF THIS
COMMFT AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOLLOWING. ASSUME THAT RECOMEMDA  
TION A (4)  OF REF B PERTAINS TO GVN/FARMGATE/US A IR  OPERATIONS IN  
CONNECTIONWITH LAOS CROSE BORDEROPERATIONS ONLY AS DESCRIBED IN  REF 
A . CONCUR WITH RECOMMENDATIONS FOR JOINT PLANNING RPT PLANNING 
GUIDANCE FOR CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS CONTAINED IN  
REF B, HOWEVER, COMUSMACV MUST DETERMINE N CONJUNCTION WITH 
GVN MILITARY PLANNERS WHERE TO BEGIN OPERATIONS, HOW LARGE AN 
AREA THEY SHOULD COVER AND WHAT FORCES CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR 
THEM. UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR APPROVAL OF THE CONCEPTS OF REF A 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS BELOW, WE HUT THEN AWAIT RESULTS OF FINAL 
US/GVN PLANCNG AND COMUSMACV*S SPECIFIC  PROPOSALS FOR IN IT IA T
ING OPERATIONS.

\ 3 *  RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF:
A . CONCEPT CONTAINED IN  REF A FOR PHASE I  A IR  

AND GROUND OPERATIONS®
B . COORDINATION OF PLANS WITH RLG.
Co USE OF US ADVISORS 0 «  FWASE I  OPERATIONS.
D . COMUSMACV USE OF FARMGATE RESOURCES AS HE 

DETERMINES NECESEARY FOR CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS.
E .  PLANNING FOR USE OF US SAR RESOURCES AS REQUIRED.

F .  PLANNING FOR USE OF USAF/USN RESOURCES IN
CONNECTION^WITH CROSS BORDER OPERATIONS. GP 1 BT
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MESSAGE
■jVI f p  b  I H  l lS  

THE JOINT C H IE B S ^ F  S T A F ^ * ^ - ^

D a  I

PRECEDENCE (INFO)

ROUTINE

DE RUHLHQ 2>56k 2 5 /0 2 3 8 Z

R 250705Z

FM ADMINO CINCPAC

INFO RUEKDA/ASD/ISA  
RUHLHL/DIR|?ACDOCKS

0 1610 45 Z

DECEASSIFIED ^ 
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) ^  / J i^  
By < n S  ^NARS.Date/^

f iT H musmacv

TO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

INFO 2E/CG, 2X) A IR  DIV  
ZEN/CG USASCV 
ZEN/CO HSAS
ZEN/US AMBASSADOR SAIGON 
ZEN/AF ADV GP 
ZEN/NAG SAIGON

- S - E - e - 8 - ^ - f  MACJ-31 £ 1 J 0 . SECTION ONE OF TWOo
SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS F W  EXTENSION OF US ADVISORY PROGRAM
Ao MACJ32 53S0 DTG 2500 0 5 Z JUN 64«
Bo JCS MSG U 4 8  DTG 271553Z JUN 63» ■ •
lo  TO ADM SHARP FROM WESTMORELAND AND FOR USE DURING YOUR CONVERSATIONS 
WITH JCS, THIS MESSAGE FORMALLY TRANSMITS THE ARMY, NAVY AND A IR  
FORCE REQUIREMENTS TO SUPPORT THE IZ C IF IC A T IO N  AND SUPPORTING PROGRAM 
OVER THE NEXT YEAR. SOME OF THE PROPOSED INCREASES WAS THE SUBJECT 
OF EARLIER DISCUSSION, LARGELY AS AN OUTGROWTH OF THE HONOLULU 
CONFERENCE THE CHIEF OF MISSION HAS BEEN BRIEFED ON THESE 
REQUIREMENTS AND WILL COMMENT BY SEPARATE MESSAGE.
JJM THE VARIOUS INCREASES IN MILITARY STRENGTH AND CAPABILITY NOW 
PENDING APPROVAL OF CINCPAC AND/OR JCS AND Y IE  ADDITIONS RECOMMENDED 
IN  THIS MEFJAGE CONSTITUTE AN OVERALL INCREASE IN  THE M ILITARY STRENGTH 
OF ABOUT 4 ,20 0  0 'FULL CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO DE EMPHASIZING

IN F 0 o o *« .C J C S -2  DJS^3 SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J 4 -2  J 5 -1  SACSA-5 D IA -1 4  NMCC-2 
............SAMAA 1 CSA 2 CSAF 2 CNO 2 CMC 10 OSD 15 J l 3  F IL E l(7 J i )

S e c t i o n  1 o f  2

OUVV 0?< rlCER . W PAGE OF PAGES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION
CITE NO. DTG

CS 2 6 /4 4 3  WO 1 2 MACJ 31 61S0 161045Z AUG 64
,^ P O R M  NO
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JNCOMING
MESSAGE

c c
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

PRECEDENCE (ACTION) PRECEDENCE (INFO)

O R  E L I M I N A T I N G  F U N C T I O N S  C U R R E N T L Y  B E I N G  P E R F O R M E D  I N  O R D E R  T O  O F F S E T  

T H E  R E Q U I R E D  I N C R E A S E o  H O W E V E R ^  W I T H  T H E  R I S I N G  T E M P Q  O F  A C T I V I T Y  A N D  

I N T E N S I F I C A T I O N  O F  P A C I F I C A T I O N  E F F O R T ,  N O  P O S S I B L E  R E D U C T I O N S  A R E  
A P P A R E N T ®

3 o  T I E  I N C R E A S E S  E N V I S A G E D  I N  M E S S A G E  R E F E R E N C E  A  W I L L  P R O V I D E  F O R  T H E  

E X T E N S I O N  A N D  R E I N F O R C E M E N T  O F  T H E  A D V I S O R Y  E F F O R T  A T  T H E  C O M B A T  U N I T  

L E V E L  A N D j  C O N C U R R E N T L Y ,  A  M A J O R  E X T E N S I O N  A N D  R E I N F O R C E M E N T  O F  T H E  

A D V I S O R Y  E F F O R T  A T  T H E  D I S T R I C T  L E V E L  I N  O R D E R  T O  I M P R O V E  A N D  A C C E L E R A T E  

P A C I F I C A T I O N  O P E R A T I O N S .  T H A T  E X T E N S I O N  A N D  A U G M E N T A T I O N  O F  E F F O R T  H A S  

A N  I M M E D I A T E  I M P A C T  U P O N  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  A N D  L O G I S T I C A L  S U P P O R T  B A S E o  

I N  A  S E N S E  T H E  A D D I T I O N  O F  A D V I S O R S  I N  T H I S  Q U A N T I T Y  B E C O M E S  

T H E  S T R A W  T H A T  B R O K E  T H E  C A M E L S  B A C K   T O  A N  A L R E A D Y  

O V E R B U R D E N E D  S U P P O R T  B A S E o  T H U S ^  S U P P O R T  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  

A R E  C O N S I D E R A B L E  A N D  A F F E C T  E A C H  O F  T H E  S E R V I C E S o

^ 0  T H I S  E X T E N S I O N  O F  T H E  A D V I S O R Y  P R O G R A M  G R E A T L Y  I N C R E A S E S  

T H E  N U M B E R  A N D  D I S P E R S I O N  O F  U S  P E R S O N N E L  T H R O U G H O U T  S O U T H  

V I E T N A M o  I N  E F F E C T  I T  N E A R L Y  D O U B L E S  T H E  L O W E R E C H E L O N  F I E L D  

A D V I S O R Y  E F F O R T  A N D  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  L O C A T I O N S  O F  U S  A D V I S O R S ,

A L L  A T  T H E  F U A  E N D  O F  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  A N D  S U P P L Y  L I N E S o  I N  

O R D E R  T O  S U P P O R T  T H I S  I N C R E A S E  I N  T H E  F I E L D  C E R T A I N  A D M I N I S T R A T

I V E  A U G M E N T A T I O N  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  A N D  S I G N I F I C A N T  A D D I T I O N A L  R E Q U I R E

M E N T S  F O R  H E L I C O P T E R  S U P P O R T  A N D  A I R L I F T  C A P A B I L I T Y  A R E  G E N E R A T E D .

5 o  T H E  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  S O U T H  V I E T N A M  O N  A  P E R M A N E N T  C H A N G E  

O F  S T A T I O N  B A S I S ,  V U S - A - V I S  T E M P O R A R Y  D U T Y  B A S I S ,  O F  A  S P E C I A L  

F O R C E S  G R O U P  W I T H  A  S L I G H T L Y  R E D U C E D  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  E L E M E N T ,  A S  

P R E V I O U S L Y  R E C O M M E N D E D ,  W I L L  P E R M I T  R E I N F O R C E M E N T  O N  T H E  B O R D E R  

A N D  D I S C O N T I N U A N C E  O F  T H E  U S E  O F  O N E H A L F  A  D E T A C H M E N T S ,  A  

P R A C T I C E  W H I C H  I S  N O  L O N G E R  A C C E P T A B L E  I N  T H E  F A C E  O F  B A T T A L I O N  

S I Z E  A T T A C K S  N O W  B E I N G  M O U N T E D  T H E  T H E  V C  A G A I N S T  S P E C I A L  F O R C E S  

C A M P S o  T H E  G R O U P  W I L L  A L S O  P R O V I D E  A  C A P A B I L I T Y  F O R  S O M E  

C O N T I N U I N G  O P E R A T I O N S  W I T H  T H E  M O N T A G N A R D S ,  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F  

S P E C I A L  O P E R A T I O N S ,  T H E  T R A I N I N G  O F  V I E T N A M E S E  S P E C I A L  F O R C E S  

A N D  T H E  I N I T I A T I O N  O F  O P E R A T I O N S  A G A I N S T  V C  S E C R E T  B A S E S .

6 0  T O  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E L Y  A N D  L O G I S T I C A L L Y  S U P P O R T  T H E  

I N C R E A S E D  S C O P E  A N D  T E M P O  O F  O P E R A T I O N S  W H I C H  W I L L  R E S U L T  

F R O M  T H I S  G R E A T E R  A D V I S O R Y  E F F O R T  I T  I S  N E C E S S A R Y  T O  A U G M E N T  

T H E  S O U T H E A S T  A S I A  A I R  L I F T  B Y  O N E  S Q U A D R O N  O F  C 1 2 3 S o  I N  

A D D I T I O N  T O  T H E  S C H E D U L E D  W H O L E S A L E  ^ D E L I V E R Y  C A P A C I T Y  W I T H I N  T H E  

C O R P S  A R E A o  T H I S  C A N  B E  M E T  B Y  A N  A D D I T I O N A L  C O M P A N Y  O F  C A R I B O U  

A I S C R A F T o  W E  A R E  I N C R E A S I N G  B Y  1 0 0  T H E  N U M B E R  O F  D I S T R I C T S  

W I T H  A M E R I C A N  A D V I S O R Y  T E A M S  A N D  T H E R E  A R E  A P P R O X I M A T E L Y  1 3 5  

A I R F I E L D S  A V A I L A B L E  A T  D I S T R I C T  L E V E L  F O R  C A R I B O U  A N D  L I G H T E R  

A I R C R A F T o

7 o  I N  O R D E R  T O  P R O V I D E  S U F F I C I E N T  H E L I C O P E R  S U P P O R T  F O R

G V  •

T A C T I C A L  U N I T S ,  A  R E Q U I R E M E N T  E X I S T S  F O R  O N E  C O M P A N Y

1 D U T Y  O F F I C E R p a g e : o k P A G E S M E S S A G f ^ I D E N T I F I C A T I O N
I

S I T E  N O . D T G

2 3 M A C J 3 1 6 1 8 0 1 6 1 0 4 5 2  A U G  6 4
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INCOMING
M E S S A G E

PRECEDENCE (ACTION)

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
PRECEDENCE (INFO)

O R  S Q U A D R O N  I N  D I R E C T  S U P P O R T  O F  E A C H  O F  T H E  9  D I V I S I O N S ,  A N D j  

I N  T H E  C A S E  O F  B O T H  I I I  A N D  I V  C O R P S j  A N  A D D I T I O N A L  G E N E R A L  

S U P P O R T  C O M P A N Y  O R  S Q U A D R O N  F O R  R E I N F O R C E M E N T  A N D  A U G M E N T A T I O N o  

T H I S  G E N E R A T E S  A N D  A D D I T I O N A L  R E Q T  F O R  O N E  A I R  M O B I L E  C O o  

S o  A D D I T I O N A L L Y ,  T H E  B U I L D U P  O F  V N A F  H E L I C O P T E R  S Q U A D R O N S  

E L L  R E Q U I R E  T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F  A R M E D  H E L I C O P T E R S  N O T  N O W  A V A I L

A B L E  O R  P R O G R A M M E D o  F O R  T H I S  P U R P O S E  W E  P L A N  T O  U T I L I Z E  T H E  

U T T  C O M P A N Y  R E P 0 R G A N I 2 E D  A S  A N  A I R  M O B I L E  C O M P A N Y  A S  A P P R O V E D  

B Y  E A R L I E R  A C T I O N o

9o THE INCREASING DEMANDS OF THE COMBINED US AGENCIES 
IN  SAIGON FOR ADMINISTRATIVE HELICOPTEGFSUPPORT IN  THE EXECUTION 
OF DAY-TO-DAY BUSINESS OF THE COMMAND HIGHLIGHTS THE NECESSITY 
OF ONE A IR  MOBILE COMPANY RESERVED ALilOST EXCLUSIVELY FOR THIS  
PUPi'OSEo SIM ILAR REQUIREMENTS EXIST AT THE CORPS/REGIONAL 
LEVELs EACH OF WHICH REQUIRES AN A IR  L IF T  PLATOON FOR THE SUPPORT 
OF MACVj USOM AND USIS OPERATIONS AT THAT LEVELo THESE PLATOONS 
ALSO PROVIDE COMMAND HELICOPTERS FOR CORPS, D IV IS IO N  AND TASK 
FORGE COMMANDERS WHO OTHERWISE COULD NOT EXERCISE COMMAND OF 
THEIR FORCES OVER THE WIDELY DISPERSED BATTLEFIELDo

10 0 THE FOLLOWING ARE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS BASED ON THE 
FOREGOINGLEC

A o  P E R S O N N E L ®

C i)  ARMY CLESS B N/D ISTRIC T ADV )o
MACV STAFF OFF WO ENL TOTAL
KACV STAFF 16 1 44 61
MACV FIELD 54 17 150 221
USASCV l U 157 1005 1276

HOSPITAL
;gp»2>
BT

5 16 21
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

55  56

A(rtion

SS

Info

RMR

UNCUSSIFIEl)

0  2 6  7 'S "o ^

mAUG 51 Riyl 8 49

DSA796 ,
RR RUEHC
DE RUDSC 734C 0 1 /0 0 0 5 Z  
ZNR

J 2 3 ^ 3  19Z ZNH 
/M  AfOEliBASSY LONDON 
’Trr^ECST'ATlCnS'fflSHTTC' 
s ta te  g rn c
BT
LNCLA'S ^ 0 2 0 )rH IR T Y f ir s t  

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM LODGE

WOULD TUESDAY, S E P T E M to '8 , BE A GOOD DAY FOR YOU AND PRESIDENT 
TO RECEIVE MY PERSONAL REPORT ON EXECUTION OF MY MISSION IN 
WESTERN EUROPE? BRUCE 
BT ■
CFN 1020 8

: A

r

u n c l a s s if ie d
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INCOMING TELEGRAM .  )epartment of Stat. 1
46
Action

SVN

Info

ss
G
SP
EUR
FE
10
P
IB IA
NSC
INR
CIA
NSA
DCfD

RMR

FROM: B russels

Control: 24441
August 28, 1964 
9:26 PM

1 1 ^

AaiON:
DECEASSIPIED 

Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)

By  NARS, ^
S ecsta te  346 

DATE; August 28, 11 AM

Vietnam

Embassy Telegram 338

In a d d itio n  to  adverse press rea c tio n  noted referen ce telegram . 
Ambassador and other Embassy O fficers  have been struck  by 
exten t o f  damage done to  U. S. p o s it io n  by recent events in  
South Vietnam. Impact on p o l i t i c a l ly  aware Belgians o f  
resurgence o f  student dem onstrations and fr a n tic  Governmental 
s h u ff lin g  in  Saigon has been profound, v ir tu a l ly  wiping out 
e x c e lle n t  e f fo r t  produced here by Ambassador Lodge's sober 
aad-th im ghtfu l approach to  Southeast A sia problems.

MACARTHUR

ACl/16

REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
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37 ______  ggCRCT ____________

Action 2 1 8 3 0
Reed: a u g u s t  2 6 ,  1 9 6 ^

SVN 9 : 0 6  am
FROM: LONDON

INCOMING TELEGRAM t^epartment of StaU '2 S -

Info

SS
G
SP
EUR
FE
10
NSC
INR
CIA
NSA
DOD

RMR

ACTION: SECSTATE 9 ^ 0 ,  fMMEDlATE 
SAIGON 3 S , [MMEDIATE

i n f o :  CINCPAC 2k

d a t e : a u g u s t  2 6 ,  1 PM

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

SAIGON’ S ^ 5

EMBOFF c a l l e d  ON MAU MORNING AUGUST 2 6 .  MAU SAID  ON REACHING PARIS 
AUGUST 25  HE had  PHONE CALL FROM HIS  EMBASSY IN LONDON SAYING GVN HAD 
RESIGNED. HE THEN SENT CABLE TO SAIGON SAYING HE ASSUMED HIS 
CONSULTATION IN SAIGON WAS CANCELLED AND RETURNING TO H IS  POST. MAU 
HAS RECEIVED NO ANSWER.

EMBOFF HAVING IN MIND DEPTEL 507 TO SAIGON OFFERED PERSONAL VIEW 
THAT TH IS  WAS TIME WHEN A C IV IL IA N  LEADER OF H IS  WISDOM AND 
EXPERIENCE MIGHT PLAY USEFUL ROLE IN SAIGON. MAU EMPHASIZED HE READY 
SERVE H IS  COUNTRY REGARDLESS R IS K S , BUT D ID  NOT WISH GIVE APPEARANCE 
HE PURSUING A P O S IT IO N . HE FELT MEMBERS M IL ITA R Y  REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL HAD BEEN WISE IN DECIDING THAT AFTER CHOOSING A LEADER THEY 
WOULD RETURN TO THEIR M IL ITA R Y  POSTS, BUT FOR PRESENT HE SAW NO V7AY 
SETTLE M IL ITA R Y  POWER STRUGGLE BETWEEN KHANH AND MINH.

PECK OF FONOFF SAYS MAU COMING SEE HIM AT 3 : 3 0  P M . LOCAL TIME TODAY. 
PECK a p p e a r e d  UNDERSTAND MAU'S REASONS FOR HESITATING TO RETURN.

COMMENT: MAU CLEARLY DOES NOT WANT TO INJECT HIMSELF UNINVITED INTO 
STRUGGLE AT TH IS  TIME AS TH IS  WOULD PROBABLY REDUCE H IS  USEFULNESS.
HE MIGHT CHANGE HIS MIND IF TH IS  TELEGRAM FROM PARIS WERE ANSWERED IN 
TERMS INDICATING HE WAS NEEDED TO PARTICIPATE IN FORMATION NEW 
GOVERNMENT. ALTHOUGH DISTRESSED BY EVENTS IN SAIGON, HE WAS

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
DECLASSIFIED_________ p ro h ib ite d  u n less  u n c la s s ifie d

Authority RAC 
By J ĴARA. Date /P  ^
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- 2 -  9 ^ 0 , a u g u s t 2 6 , 1 PM, FROM LONDON

c a l m , c l e a r  fn m in d  and read y to be h e l p f u l .

WfTHOUT kn o w in g INS AND OUTS, MIGHT IT NOT, ON BALANCE, BE BETTER
IF MAU STAYED ON SIDELINES WITH HIS REPUTATION INTACT UNTIL HE HAD 
BETTER CHANCE PLAYING USEFUL ROLE?

G P-3 -

BRUCE

BAP

n o te :  ADVANCE COPY DELIVERED TO S /S 0  AT 9 :5 5  AM AUGUST 26tH  
PASSED WHITE HOUSE AT 10 :25 AM AUGUST 26tH
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I54COMING TELEGRAM Department of State
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45

Action

EUR

Info

LIM ITED  O FFIC IA L USE

1964 AUG'2 4  9  4 l,

NNNNVV ' EUB189DEA122 
BR RUEHCR
DE RUFGWP 995 2 4 /2 3 0 0 Z  
R 242250Z ZEA 

IFM AMEMBASSY PARIS {
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO RUMJIR/AMEMBASSY SAIGON '
BT
I Z Z _  r i  r Z _ ]  LIM ITED OFFIC IAL USE ACTION DEPT] 10531 
INFO SAIGON 55 VIENTIANE BANGKOK PHNOMPENH UNN FROM PARISTIJIJOST 
2 4 , 7 PM

V IET NAM ' ■,

ALLEGED WILLARD MATTHIAS "C IA  PAPER" ON vN OUTLOOK WIDELY 
DISCUSSED TWENTYFOURTH IN FRENCH PRESS WHICH CARRYING EXCERPTS 
GENERALLY DESIGNED SHOW FRENCH THESIS ON NECESSITY NEUTRALIZATION 
INDOCHINA WELL FOUNDED. RESPONSIBLE MODERATE PAPERS MAKE 
CLEAR D ISTINCTION BETWEEN USG POLICY; AGENCY WIDE AGREED 
ASSESSMENT AND INTERNAL WORKING PAPER. MORE SENSATIONAL 
AND LEFT  ORIENTED PAPERS PLAY UP NEUTRALIZATION THEME AND 
TRY FUDGE WORKING PAPER ASPECT.' LYON '
BT

1 »r.
I
I---

LIM ITE D  O FFIC IA L USE
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State

34
Action

SVN
Info

G
SP
L
H
SAL
EUR
FE
NEA
10
P
USIA
NSC
INR
CIA
NSA
DOD
NIC

RMR

COT<riDQjTt M r
Control:
Rec'd:>

\S!k6\
AUGUST 2 3 , I96I+ 
10 :27  AM

FROM: KARACHI

ACTION: SECSTATE 3 7 7 , PRIORITY

IMFOR: HOMG KOlNiG 2 1 ,
LONDON 1 0 9 ,
MOSCOW 2 ,
SAIGON 6 ,
BANGKOK 1 9 ,

DATE; AUGUST 2 3 , 1PM

1 . MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL SHAH 1 IN COURSE CASUAL CONVERSATION 
AUGUST 22 MENTIONED TO EMbOFF THAT HE HAD BRIEFLY DISCUSSED 
GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT WITH CHI COM VICE PREMIER LI 
H S IE N -N IE N , SHAHl SAW LI HSIEN-NIEN AT KARACHI- AIRPORT 
WHEN LI WAS PASSING THROUGH AUGUST 18 EN ROUIE RUMANIA.

2 .  ACCORDING SHAH I ,  LI H S lEN N lEN  STATED :US REPORTS
OF DAMAGE TO NORTH VIET NAM PORTS AS RESULT OF AIR ATTACKS 
WERE EXAGGERATED. LI HSIEN NIEN ACKNOWLEDGED SOME LOSSES 
AND THEN WENT ON TO STATE THAT CHICOMS "EXPECT TO RECOUP 
THESE LOSSES ON DIPLOMATIC FRONT."

3 .  LI HSIEN NIEN ALSO CLAIMED CHINESE HAD BEEN "PATIENT 
AND MODERATE" IN RESPONSE US AIR ATTACKS BUT CHINESE
CAN NOT BE EXPECTED TO REMAIN ALWAYS PATIENT AND MODERATE 
IF  PUSHED TOO HARD, HE PUNCTUATED T H IS , ACCORDING SHAH I ,

' BY WARNING THAT AMERICANS SHOULD REMEMBER LESSON OF KOREA 
AND SPECIFICALLY THAT CHINESE WARNINGS TO INTERVENE 
SHOULD BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY.
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Jepartment of Stau '^1 .

31 —6fi€RET

Info

Action Control: 15722
Rec'd: August 19, 1964

SS 5:44 a,m,
FROM: Oslo

ACTION: S ecsta te  119, P r io r ity

INFO: Saigon 3, P r io r ity  002
CINCPAC Unnumbered, P r io r ity

DATE: August 19, 11 a.m.

EXDIS

Reference: DEPTEL 90.

As r e s u lt s  inform al d iscu ssio n s w ith  Norwegian M inistry of 
Defense and Navy, ALUSNA Norway sent telegram  171746Z to  
C hief Bureau o f  Ships reporting  s ta tu s . N egotia tions aw ait­
ing rep ly  that ALUSNA message.

GP-3.

■' .̂WHARTON

HEK/12

DECLASSIFIBD
Authority

B y „ ,^ ____ _ NAES, Date

__________  REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-GECRET ----- ---------- PROHIBITEP UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

" 




