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PARTIC IPANTS

1 , The fo llo w in g  personne l attended the su b je c t d isc u ss io n s  
a t Naval A i r  S ta t io n ,  Cubi P o in t ,  on 21-22 September 1964:

Rear A dm ira l W. £ .  G uest, USN..Commander Ta sk  Group 77 .6

Captain H. H. B a rto n , USN............ CNO -  Op-33B

Captain J .  J .  H a ffe y , USN............ CINCPACFLT -  O pera tions

Captain B . J .  B a ile y , USN............ CINCPACFLT -  E le c tro n ic s

Captain L .  E .  H a r r is ,  USN............ COM TG 7 7 .6  -  C h ie f o f S t a f f

Captain E . E .  H o l ly f ie ld ,  USN...Com Ta sk  U n i t  7 7 .6 .6

Captain N. W. G i l l ,  USN................. CINCPACFLT -  Communications

Commander J . E .  M c G ill, USN..........CO, USS MORTON (DD 948)

Commander J .  E .  Evans, USN..........CO, USS EDWARDS (DD 950)

Commander B .  D. Inman, U SN .. . . .B U SH IP S , Code 684

Commander J .  W. Je n k in s , U SN .. .COMSEVENTHFLT -  O pera tions

Commander W. R . Johnson, USN...CNO -  Op-951C

L ie u te n a n t J.W . Hayward, USNR..COMSEVENTHFLT -  In te ll ig e n c e

L ie u te n a n t K.W . Larabee, U S N .. .CCHilSEVENTHFLT -  Communications

L ie u te n a n t L . J .  C a rlso n , U SN .. .CINCPACFLT -  In te llig e n c e

M r. I .W . F u l le r ,  C iv i l ia n ............ NRL, Code 5310

M r. J .H .  Dunn, C iv i l ia n .................N RL, Code 5340
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OVER-ALL SUMMARY. CONCLUSIONS. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS 
( A l l  tim e s are lo c a l G u lf o f  To n k in  tim e s)

1 . A t 0740 on 17 September 1964, USS MORTON (DD 948) and 

USS EDWARDS (DD 9 5 0 ) , w ith  COMDESDIV 52 embarked in  MORTON 

as CTU 7 7 .6 .6 ,  entered th e  G u lf o f  To n k in  a t L a t .  17-05N  

and Long 107-40E to  conduct a DeSoto p a t ro l.  The immediate 

s u p e r io r  in  command was CTG 7 7 .6  embarked in  USS CONSTELLATION 

(CVA 6 4 ) .

2 . The p a tro l was u n e v e n tfu l u n t i l  the  e a rly  evening o f  18 

September a t 1929, a t which tim e MORTON a t L a t  18-47N and 

Long 106-43E (42  m ile s  from  mainland o f N o rth  Vietnam) re ­

ceived su rfa c e  search ra d a r in d ic a tio n s  o f  a f a s t  moving 

contact to  th e  eastw ard . ( F o r  g raphic  d isp la y  o f  ensu ing  

d is c u s s io n , see pages 11 and 1 2 .)  A t t h i s  tim e , MORTON and 

EDWARDS were steam ing in  column w ith  MORTON in  th e  van, 

d ista n c e  2 ,000  ya rds on course 130*^T, speed 20 k n o ts .  T h is  

course and speed had been taken a t su n se t in  o rd e r to  open the  

N o rth  Vietnamese m ainland d u rin g  h o u rs o f  darkness in  accor­

dance w ith  p a tro l in s t r u c t io n s .  Bo th  s h ip s  were darkened 

( in c lu d in g  n a v ig a tio n a l l ig h t s )  and in  re a d in e ss c o n d itio n  I I I ;  

no EMCON was s e t ;  search ra d a rs and so n a rs were o p e ra tin g  

p ro p e rly . The e le c tro n ic  counterm easures equipments in

both s h ip s  were o p e ra tin g  and p ro p e rly  guarded. The  

weather was c le a r w ith  sc a tte re d  c louds w ith  about 50% 

coverage, th e  c e il in g  was u n lim ite d  except in  clouded 

a re a s , th e  moon was h a l f - f u l l ,  v i s i b i l i t y  about fo u r
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m ile s ,  w inds were from  345®T to  0 1 0 °T  v e lo c ity  8-13 k n o ts ,  

sea calm ( s ta te  1 ) ,  th e  c u rre n ts  were n e g lig ib le .

3 .  Upon c o n firm a tio n  th a t  the  contact was tra c k in g  on 

course 210^T speed 20 k n o ts  by both s h ip s  o f the  p a tro l u n i t ,  

th e  u n i t  commander ordered Readiness C o n d itio n  I  s e t  a t 1949. 

P a t ro l  u n i t  speed was inc reased to  30 k n o ts  and u n i t  course  

changed to  th e  r ig h t ,  f i r s t  p a ra l le l in g  the  tra c k  o f  the  

c o n ta c t, then changed fu r t h e r  to  the  r ig h t  and the  p a tro l  

began opening the  westward. Soon a f t e r  ste a d y ing  on course  

280^ T, the  p a tro l he ld  search ra d a r in d ic a tio n s  o f a second 

contact c lo s in g  ra p id ly  sharp  on th e  s ta rb o a rd  bow. The  

p a tro l u n i t  then changed course to  the  l e f t  to  head so u th  

between th e  p ro je c te d  tra c k s  o f  th e  two c o n ta c ts . Meanwhile, 

th e  f i r s t  contact appeared to  s p l i t  in to  two d is t in c t  u n i t s  

which were m a in ta in in g  c lo se  s ta t io n  on each o th e r.  B e lie v in g  

th a t  the  c o n ta c ts were DRV torpedo b o a ts , a t 2017 the  u n i t  

commander d ire c te d  th a t w arn ing sh o ts  be f i r e d .  A t t h i s  

tim e c o n ta c ts to  the  e a st were a t a range o f 9 ,0 0 0  yards  

and the  contact to  the  w est a t 12 ,000  y a rd s . Warning sh o ts  

were f i r e d  —  MORTON f i r i n g  to  the  e a st and EDWARDS to  the  

w e st. O bserving no re a c tio n  from  the  w arning s h o ts ,  th e  

u n i t  commander ordered a d d it io n a l w arning sh o ts  f i r e d  a t 2021. 

A t 2022 a f t e r  o b se rv in g  no re a c tio n  from  th e  la t e s t  w arning  

s h o ts ,  th e  u n i t  commander gave o rd e r to  ’’open f i r e " .

TOP SEC R ET-
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The ranges a t t h i s  tim e were 7 ,000  ya rds f o r  th e  ta rg e ts  

to  th e  e a st and 12 ,000  ya rds f o r  the  ta rg e t to  the  w e st.

A t 2025 EDWARDS ceased f i r i n g  to  the  w est and a t 2027 MORTON 

ceased f i r e  to  the  e a s t. D u rin g  the  next h o u r, th re e  addi­

t io n a l  ta rg e ts  were taken under f i r e  by one o r  both s h ip s .  

F i r in g  ceased a t 2136 and th e  la s t  ta rg e t faded from  the  

screen a t 2211. A to ta l  o f 170 rounds o f  5 "/5 4  and 129 

rounds o f  3 ”/50  ammunition were f i r e d  d u rin g  the  a c tio n .

Th e re  was no c re d ib le  v i s ib le  evidence o f  ta rg e t d e s tru c t io n .  

However, sp la sh e s were noted to  e n g u lf th e  ta rg e ts  on s h ip s  

ra d a r in  th re e  cases. The re  was no c re d ib le  evidence o f  

f i r e  being re tu rn e d  from  the se  ta rg e ts  a g a in st the  p a tro l  

u n i t .

4 .  A complete and thorough a n a ly s is  o f  each suspected ta rg e t  

and th e  a c tio n s  taken are  s e t  f o r t h  in  En c lo su re  ( 1 ) .  A 

summary o f  these  ana lyses i s  as fo l lo w s :

a . F a c ts .

(1) The a c tio n  commenced w ith  th e  f i r i n g  o f two w arning  

s h o ts  p r io r  to  d e lib e ra te  f i r e  a t the  ta rg e ts .  D e lib e ra te  

f i r e  was commenced 5 m inutes and 1 m inu te , re s p e c tiv e ly ,  

a f t e r  f i i s t  and second w arning s h o ts .

(2) DRV "Swatow" PCai have 37 mm (range 4 ,0 0 0  ya rds) and 

1 2 .5  mm (range 2 ,500  ya rds) guns, 4 d ie s e l e ng ine s, 4 sc re w s, 

"Sk inhe a d " ra d a r, and a maximum speed o f 43 k n o ts .

Top Secret-
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(3) DRV "P - 4 "  P T  have two 1 2 .5  mm guns (range  

2 ,500  y a rd s ) , two 1 8 - in c h  torpedoes (range 5 ,000  yards^#  

two d ie s e l eng ine s, two sc re w s, "Sk inhe a d " ra d a r, and a 

maximvim speed o f 50 k n o ts .

(4) DRV Submarine Chasers ( S O .l C la ss) have fo u r  

tw in  37 mm (range 4 ,0 0 0  ya rds) and 1 2 .5  mm (range 2 ,500  yards) 

and up to  e ig h t depth charges, 4800 horsepower in te rn a l com­

b u s tio n  engines and a maximum speed in  excess o f 20 k n o ts .

(5) The th re e  type u n i t s  l i s t e d  above are the  o n ly  

known combatant u n i t s  in  the  DRV naval fo rc e s  capable o f  

speeds o f  more than 20 k n o ts .

(6) The i n i t i a l  w arn ing sh o ts  were f i r e d  a t 9 ,0 0 0  

yards f o r  the  e a ste rn  ta rg e ts  and 12 ,000  ya rds f o r  the  w e ste rn  

ta r g e t .

(7) D e lib e ra te  f i r e  a t the  ta rg e t was commenced a t  

a range o f  7 ,000  yards on the  e a ste rn  ta rg e ts  and 12,000  

ya rd s on the  w e ste rn  ta rg e t .

(8) The u n i t  commander had s tu d ie d  the  p re v io u s MADDOX 

and MADDOX/JOY in c id e n ts  in  the  G u lf o f  To n k in  and had made

up h is  mind th a t i f  s im i la r  in c id e n ts  sho u ld  occur to  him he 

would commence c o rre c tiv e  measures a t double the  e ffe c t iv e

range o f  the  enemy's weapons syste m s, i . e . ,  torpedoes and guns.

itfNote: As a r e s u l t  o f the  2nd and 4 th  o f 
August in c id e n ts , the in te llig e n c e  
ccmununlty began a re -e va lu a tio n  o f 
the  performance o f DRV torpedoes. In  
the fu tu re  a new f ig u re  may appear.
However, at the  tim e o f t h i s  in c id e n t,
the o f f ic ia l  in te l l ig e n t  estim ate  was I O C tlC l
5 ,000  ya rd s. .
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(9) MORTON and EDWARDS had observed no o v e rt h o s t i le  

a c tio n  on the  p a rt o f  th e  ta rg e ts  o th e r than to  c lo se  the  

range.

(10) EDWARDS and MORTON steamed "darkened s h ip "  

( in c lu d in g  n a v ig a tio n a l l ig h t s )  th ro ug ho u t the  a c tio n .

(11) No ru n n in g  l ig h t s  were observed on any ta rg e ts  

taken under f i r e  d u rin g  the  a c tio n .

(12) No e x p lo s io n s  p o s i t iv e ly  id e n t i f ie d  as h i t s  

were observed d u rin g  th e  a c tio n .

(13) The ta rg e ts  were tracked by ra d a r a t speeds 

which v a rie d  from  15 to  30 k n o ts .

(14) R e tu rn  f i r e  from  the  ta rg e ts  engaged was no t 

observed.

(15) The p a tro l u n i t  commander considered raouaing 

ta rg e t  H o te l b u t d iscarded the  idea because he b e lieved  he 

had taken s u f f ic ie n t  a c tio n  to  e s ta b lis h  the  p a tro l u n i t ’ s  

re s o lv e .

(16) The p a tro l u n i t  commander r e t i re d  to  th e  so u th e a st 

fo llo w in g  the  a c tio n  because o f  two in o p e ra tiv e  5 "/5 4  guns

in  MORTON.

(17) No sh ipboard  i l lu m in a t io n  was used d u rin g  the  

a c tio n . N e ith e r MORTON n o r EDWARDS was equipped w ith  s t a r  

s h e l l s .
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(18) CAP a i r c r a f t  were on s ta t io n  in  th e  v ic in i t y  

o f  MORTON and EDWARDS d u rin g  the  a c tio n .

(19) A lthough an a c tiv e  search was made by a i r c r a f t  

and s h ip s  the  day fo llo w in g  th e  a c tio n , no v is ib le  p h y s ic a l 

evidence was obta ined to  e s ta b lis h  the  s in k in g  o f  any sm a ll 

c r a f t .  (See En c lo su re  (1 ) f o r  g raphic  d isp la y  o f se a rc h .)

(20) The o n ly  c re d ita b le  evidence o f  ta rg e ts  in  the  

area was obta ined by means o f ra d a r sensoz*s.

(21) Th e re  were no c re d ita b le  re p o rts  o f  ra d a r jamming 

o r s im i la r  phenomena which a ffe c te d  the  se n so rs  on MORTON and 

EDWARDS d u rin g  th e  a c tio n .

(22) The p a tro l u n i t  was no t o p e ra tin g  under e le c tro n ic

s ile n c e .

(23) D u rin g  the  a c tio n , MORTON and EDWARDS were w ith in  

th e  ra d a r range o f  known DRV ra d a rs located a t V inh  Son and 

th e  Cong Ca E s tu a ry ,  The range o f the se  ra d a rs i s  a t le a s t

70 m ile s  on d e s tro y e r- s iz e d  ta rg e ts .

(24) A l l  p o in ts  a long th e  designated DeSoto tra c k  

f e l l  w i th in  the  range c a p a b ility  o f  DRV shore-based su rfa c e  

search ra d a rs .

(25) Recent a e r ia l photography had shown "Swatow'* PGM 

in  th e  Song Ca R iv e r  and a t Quang Khe, both lo c a tio n s  were 

near the  DeSoto t ra c k .

■TOP SECR E T
T e r S s c i ^

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



lop-Secreh
TO P-SECRET 
L IM ITE D  D ISTR IB U TIO N

(26) Pe rso n a l d is c u ss io n s  and advance p re p a ra tio n s  

had been made by th e  Ta sk  Group and p a tro l u n i t  commanders 

to  cope w ith  the  s i tu a t io n  re p o rt in g  re q u ire m e n ts.

(27) Response to  q u e rie s  from  h ig h e r a u th o r ity  was 

delayed because o f  inadequate communication equipment and 

i n s u f f ic ie n t  p e rso n n e l.

(28) The p a tro l u n i t  was innundated w ith  a c tio n  messages 

from  h ig h e r a u th o r ity  and was unable to  handle the  volume.

(29) MORTON and EDWARDS have o n - lin e  c ry p to  communica­

t io n  re c e iv e rs  b u t do no t have o n - lin e  c ry p to  t ra n s m it te r s .

(30) Du(t to  the  n o n - a v a ila b il i ty  o f  an o n - lin e  c ry p to ­

graphic  c a p a b ility  a l l  outgo ing  c la s s i f ie d  t r a f f i c  had to

be Bianually  encxypted and was tra n sm itte d  by hand keying  

on a CW sh ip -sh o re  c i r c u i t  a t an average speed o f 20-words 

per m inu te . As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  manual o p e ra tio n , th e  u n i t  

commander was unable to  p rov id e  ra p id  communication re p o rt in g  

and response to  u rg e n t re q u e sts  f o r  in fo rm a tio n  received from  

h ig h e r a u th o r i t ie s .

b . O p in io n s . I t  i s  b e lieved  th a t :

(1 ) The w arning s h o ts  which landed 3 ,0 0 0  ya rds as 

measured by ra d a r o b se rv a tio n s  from  th e  ta rg e t could have 

been in e f fe c t iv e  in  d e te rr in g  th e  ta rg e t .

(2) A h ig h  speed ( ^  k n o ts  o r  g re a te r)  ra d a r contact 

w ith o u t l ig h t s  in  a h o s t i le  environm ent as th e  G u lf o f  To n k in  

i s  su sp e c t and may be su b je c t to  a tta c k .

Top Seero^
7 TOP SECRET
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(3) A n a ly s is  o f  ra d a r in fo rm a tio n  s u b s ta n tia te s  the  

fa c t  th a t the  e a ste rn  contact was a re a l ta rg e t producing a 

c o n tin u o u s tra c k  and was most probably one o r  more sm a ll c r a f t .

(4) A l l  re p o rte d  c o n ta c ts were re a l ra d a r ta rg e ts ,  

i . e . ,  c ontac ts th a t re f le c te d  s ig n a ls  to  th e  ra d a r re c e iv e r  

as opposed to  any sp o o fin g  a c tio n  on th e  p a rt o f  th e  enemy. 

However, some o f th e se  re f le c to r s  could have been wakes, 

f i s h  s ta k e s , c lo u d s, w eather, e tc .

(5) Some c o n ta c ts a ltho ug h re a l ra d a r ta rg e ts  p ro­

duced no c o ntinuo us tra c k s  and were n o t sm a ll c r a f t .

(6) Radar c o n d it io n s  were e x c e lle n t a t the  commencement 

o f  the  a c tio n , however, weather c lu t t e r  p ro g re s s iv e ly  increased  

d u rin g  th e  a c tio n  th u s  making contact c la s s i f ic a t io n  in c re a s in g ly  

d i f f i c u l t .

(7) Th e re  were no v a l id  so na r c o n ta c ts o r  s ig n i f ic a n t  

ECM in te rc e p ts  e i th e r  be fo re  o r  d u rin g  the  engagement.

c . C o n c lu s io n s. In  v iew  o f  the  above i t  i s  concluded:

(1) Th a t th e re  i s  evidence s u b s ta n t ia l enough to  con­

clude th a t tra c k  A was a sm a ll h ig h  speed c r a f t .

(2) Th a t th e re  i s  sc»ie evidence th a t  tra c k  A was 

two sm a ll c r a f t ,  (one i s  la t e r  shown on p lo t  as tra c k  C 

by MORTON and the  o th e r as tra c k  E by both s h ip s .)

(3) Th a t th e re  i s  l i t t l e  evidence to  s u b s ta n tia te  

th a t  tra c k s  o th e r than tra c k s  A (b o th  s h ip s ) , tra c k  C (by 

MOBTON) and tra c k  E (bo th  s h ip s )  were sm a ll c r a f t  ta rg e ts .

8 ~ T0 P“ SEC H ET^
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(4) Th a t w ith in  th e  framework o f  h is  guidance, the  

p a tro l u n i t  commander acted p ru d e n tly .

(5) Th a t the  communications in s ta l la t io n s  in  HORTON 

and EDWARDS were no t capable o f  g iv in g  the  ra p id  and tim e ly  

response re q u ire d .

(6) Th a t more means o f  ta rg e t id e n t i f ic a t io n  a t n ig h t  

are  re q u ire d .

(7) Th a t th e re  were in s u f f ic ie n t  personne l on th e  

s t a f f  o f  th e  u n i t  commander d u rin g  the  p a t ro l.

(8) Th a t th e re  was u n fo r tu n a te ly  a lack o f  v is u a l  

and p h y s ic a l evidence in  t h i s  in c id e n t.

d . C o rre c tiv e  A c tio n s . In  o rd e r to  improve th e  e ffe c ­

t iv e n e s s  o f  the se  p a t ro ls ,  the  f le e t  commander has d ire c te d  

th e  fo llo w in g  a c tio n :

(1 ) F o r  fu tu re  DeSoto p a t ro ls ,  a D e s tro y e r Squadron 

Commander and h is  s t a f f  o r  a D e s tro y e r D iv is io n  Commander w ith  

augmented s t a f f  w i l l  be a ssigne d  in  o rd e r to  have personne l 

a v a ila b le  to  meet the  re p o rt in g  re q u ire m e n ts.

(2) A l l  d e s tro y e rs  conducting DeSoto p a tro ls  w i l l  

have both o n - lin e  c ry p to  re c e iv in g  and t ra n s m it t in g  equip­

ments to  meet th e  ra p id  communications re q u ire d .

(3 ) In  o rd e r to  p rov id e  i l lu m in a t io n  f o r  v is u a l  

id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  ta rg e ts ,  a t le a s t  one d e s tro y e r in  a

9 -TO P-SEC RET-
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DeSoto p a tro l u n i t  w i l l  have a s t a r  s h e l l  c a p a b ility .  In  

a d d it io n , VP a i r c r a f t  w ith  s e a rc h lig h t c a p a b ility  w i l l  be 

provided the  d e s tro y e r u n i t  commander d u rin g  ho urs o f  

da rkne ss.

(4) DeSoto p a tro l Commanders w i l l  be fu r t h e r  in s t ru c te d  

to  c o lle c t  any and a l l  form s o f p h y s ic a l evidence, i . e . ,  s t i l l  

and moving p ic tu re s ,  d e b r is ,  p r is o n e rs ,  ra d a r scope photo­

graphy, e tc .

(5) The use o f  low l ig h t  te le v is io n  equipmient to  

a s s i s t  in  ta rg e t c la s s i f ic a t io n  and id e n t i f ic a t io n  to  be 

in v e s tig a te d  on a p r io r i t y  b a s is .

Top Sccrot
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ENCLOSURE (1 ) -  ANNEX A 

TARGET "A” DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (Fo r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 4 and 5)

Ta rg e t "A " was f i r s t  picked up by MORTON a t 1929, range

2 0 ,0 0 0  yards and on course 210^, speed 16 k n o ts . EDWARDS 

picked up the  ta rg e t a t 1946, range 11 ,000  y a rd s; ta rg e t  

courses and speeds were confirm ed between the  s h ip s .  The  

ta rg e t b l ip s  appeared to  s p l i t  about 1958. The subsequent 

tra c k  showed course v a r ia t io n s  between 190° and 2 3 4 ° ; speed 

v a r ia t io n s  between 15 and 20 k n o ts .

MORTON'S MK-68 d ire c to r  acquired the  ta rg e t about 1945 

and he ld  a steady tra c k  u n t i l  d ire c te d  to  s h i f t  to  ta rg e t

" B "  about 2004, which was evaluated as a more immediate
!

th re a t .  " B "  was then acquired and tracked by the  MK-68 

GFCS u n t i l  i t  was assigned to  EDWARDS a t which tim e  "A " was 

acquired by MORTON and tracked s o l id ly  u n t i l  i t  faded a t 

2033. (MORTON'S MK-56 d ire c to r  was in o p e ra tiv e  a t t h i s  t im e .)  

The MK-66 d ire c to r  on EDWARDS acquired "A ” about 1955 and held  

steady tra c k s .

MORTON f i r e d  one w arning sh o t a t 2017, range 9 ,0 0 0  y a rd s, 

and a second a t 2021. N e ith e r sh o t appeared to  cause any 

re a c tio n  by ta rg e t .  At 2022 MORTON took "A " under f i r e  a t range 

o f 7 ,0 0 0  y a rd s, checked f i r e  a 2028, resumed f i r e  a t 2032 and 

ceased a t 2033. About 2032, EDWARDS re p o rte d  o b se rv ing  fo u r  

sp la sh e s on the  ta rg e t b l ip .  A t o t a l  o f  84 rounds o f  3 "/5 0

1 Tep-Seeref-
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T T  FRAG, 21 rounds o f 5 "/5 4  Y T FRAG and 8 rounds o f  5”/54  AAC 

were f i r e d  a g a in st t h i s  ta rg e t .

( p in io n .

T h i s  ta rg e t appears to  be th e  most v a lid  o f  any re p o rte d  

d u rin g  the  a c tio n . I t  was picked up under "n o -p re ssu re ” 

c o n d itio n s  o f  a ro u t in e  a le rte d  p a t ro l.  I t  would th e re fo re  

appear to  have been evaluated w ith  a g re a te r degree o f care 

than would have been expected la t e r  d u rin g  ensu ing  a c tio n .

The s o l id  tra c k  by two su rfa c e  search ra d a rs  and two MK-68 

GFCS g iv e s fu r t h e r  evidence o f  a p o s it iv e  sm a ll c ra f t  ta rg e t .

The q u e s tio n , "Why was "A " no t tracked e a r l ie r  by EDWARDS," 

a r is e s .  The fa c t th a t  EDWARDS was on s ta t io n  2000 ya rds a s te rn  

accounts f o r  some de la y . O perator techi^ique, ra d a r s e n s i t i v i t y ,  

and more tim e spent in  ta rg e t c la s s i f ic a t io n  are p o ss ib le  

e x p la n a tio n s . In  subsequent d e te c tio n s , MORTON*s CIC team 

appeared to  de tec t and c la s s i fy  b l ip s  on t h e i r  scopes e a r l ie r  

and more fre q u e n tly  than d id  EDWARD* CIC team.

When f i r i n g  ceased, th e  p a tro l u n i t  was opening range and 

i t  i s  ve ry  lo g ic a l f o r  the  ta rg e t to  have been " l o s t "  by a l l  

t ra c k in g  ra d a rs  because o f  the  shadow zones o f  the  su rfa c e  

ra d a r and the  b lin d  zones o f  the  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs  tra c k in g  

the  ta rg e t .

E v a lu a tio n  o f  ta rg e t h i t s  by ra d a r i s  questioned because o f  

the  sm a ll s iz e  o f  the  ta rg e t when compared w ith  the  apparent area 

covered by b l ip s  from  the  p ro je c t i le  b u r s t s .

 ̂ ’Jop SecreT-
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From th e  re p o rte d  f i r i n g  ranges and b e a rin g s, the  warning  

s h o ts  to  ta rg e t "A” are e stim a te d  to  have landed about 3 ,0 0 0  yards 

from  th e  ta rg e t .  A t t h i s  range, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e lie v e  th a t  

anyone on "A " could have observed them and acted c o n c lu s iv e ly  in  

re sp o n se .

C o nc lu sio n .

Ta rg e t "A has a ve ry  h ig h  p ro b a b il ity  o f  having been a 

sm a ll c ra f t  ta rg e t capable o f  speeds o f  a t le a s t  20 k n o ts .

’&3P  SECIIETS
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ENCLOSURE (1 ) -  ANNEX B 

TARGET " B "  DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (Fo r g raphic  d is p la y  see pages 3 and 4)

Ta rg e t ”B ” was f i r s t  picked up by MORTON a t 2004, range

1 4 ,000  y a rd s, and was then designated by voice ra d io  to  EDWARDS 

which locked on w ith  i t s  MK-56 GFCS about 2018. However, 

n e ith e r  EDWARDS no r MORTON a c tu a lly  m ainta ined a p lo t  o f  ”B "  

in  t h e i r  C IC 's  u n t i l  2034. Tra c k  as shown was re c o n stru c te d r 

from  a taped voice record  o f  th e  JA c i r c u i t  in  MORTON; th e re fo re ,  

the  v a l id i t y  o f  tra c k , courses and speeds i s  q u e stio n a b le . At 

2004 MORTON had ceased to  tra c k  ”A" and locked on " B "  as i t  

appeared to  be more th re a te n in g . About 2018 MORTON s h i f te d  

back to  ” A” .

At 2020 EDWARDS f i r e d  a w arning sh o t ahead and s h o r t  o f  

" B "  and then commenced f i r i n g  about two m inutes la t e r  a t a 

range o f  12 ,000  y a rd s . F i r in g  was ceased about 2025, having  

expended about 4 rounds o f 3’*/50 and 26 rounds o f  5” / 5 4 . The  

ta rg e t b l ip  faded from  MORTON*s scope a t 2031 and from  EDWARD*s 

scope a t 2045. Fo u r sp la sh e s were observed on th e  ta rg e t b l ip .  

O p in io n .

T h i s  ta rg e t i s  o f  ve ry  q u e stio n a b le  v a l id i t y .  The recon­

s tru c te d  tra c k  i s  n o t ve ry  " s o l id ” . By th e  tim e i t  was re p o rte d  

c lo s in g  and the  s h ip s  tu rn e d  to  the  l e f t ,  the  range had c losed  

to  5 ,0 0 0  y a rd s . W ith  th e  re p o rte d  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  fo u r  m ile s ,  i t  

would appear th a t  th e  ta rg e t sho u ld  have been observed v is u a l ly

 ̂ Jg c Se c re t
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d u rin g  the  tw o-m inute in te rv a l  i t  was near t h i s  range band. 

B o th  s h ip s  were s t i l l  c lo s in g  when fades were re p o rte d . Even 

tho i:^h the  echo re tu rn  was adequate f o r  two gun f i r e  c o n tro l 

ra d a rs  to  tra c k  s o l id ly  f o r  some tim e , the  b l ip  appears to  

have shown a non-coherent re tu rn  as range decreased w ith  a 

breakup s im i la r  to  weather o r  wake phenomena.

Ctonclusion.

Ta rg e t ”B*' was o th e r than a sm a ll c r a f t .  The p ro b a b il ity  

o f i t s  having been a sm a ll c r a f t  i s  ve ry  low .
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ENCLOSURE (1 ) -  ANNEX C 

TARGET "C” DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (F o r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 3 and 4)

Ta rg e t "C " was f i r s t  picked up by MORTON a t 2052, range 

1 4 ,0 0 0 . At 2057 i t  faded f o r  about th re e  m inutes when i t  was 

again tracked u n t i l  2107, EDWARDS picked up a contact in  

genera l v ic in i t y  o f i n i t i a l  re p o rte d  p o s it io n  o f "C " (MORTON) 

a t 2112 and f i r e d  a w arning sh o t s h o r t ly  th e re a f te r .  *'C' 

(EDWARDS) was p lo tte d  "dead in  the  w a te r" from  2114 to  2120. 

N e v e rth e le ss , i t  was taken under f i r e  a t 2114 and seven rounds 

were expended b e fo re  f i r i n g  was ceased as a r e s u l t  o f having  

made a "n o n - ta rg e t"  e v a lu a tio n . "C " was n o t designated to  

th e  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs  on MORTON S inc e  no ta rg e t b l ip  was 

observed on the  MK-5 d e s ig n a tio n  scope.

O p in io n .

At f i r s t  glance th e  n a tu re  o f  t h i s  ta rg e t i s  q u e stio n a b le . 

Since  i t  fa i le d  to  show up in  EDWARDS' su rfa c e  se a rc h , th e re  

i s  evidence o f  n o n - v a lid ity ;  however, th e  preoccupation w ith  

f i r i n g  on a "n o n - ta rg e t"  b l ip  may have d iv e rte d  the  a t te n t io n  

o f  EDWARDS p e rso n n e l from  an a c tua l ta rg e t nearby.

I f  th e  tra c k  o f  "A " i s  dead reckoned ahead, i t  appears 

th a t  "C " m ight w e ll be the  ta rg e t which had p re v io u s ly  been 

designated "A " .  The  courses and speeds check reasonab ly  w e ll.

S E C R E T -^
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C o n e lu sio n <

Ta rg e t '*C” has a median p ro b a b il ity  o f being one o f the  

s m a ll  c r a f t  which was o r ig in a l ly  re p o rte d  as ” A” ,
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ENCLOSURE (1) -  ANNEX D 

TARGET ”D” DISCUSSION

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (Fo r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 2 and 3)

Ta rg e t ” 0” was f i r s t  picked up by HORTON a t 2051 , range

16 ,000  y a rd s , and was tracked e r r a t ic a l ly  u n t i l  i t  faded a t 

2055 . I t  was next re p o rte d  by EDWARDS a t 2103 and tracked u n t i l  

2111. In  each case the  ta rg e t was opening and evaluated as 

n o n -th re a te n in g  so  no a ttem pt was nade by e ith e r  s h ip  to  

lock-on w ith  t h e i r  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs .

O p in io n .

The scanty  and u n c o rre la te d  tra c k  in fo rm a tio n  obtained  

by both s h ip s  does n o t su p p o rt the presence o f a sm a ll c r a f t  

ta rg e t .

C o n c lu sio n .

Ta rg e t "D ” has a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  o f having been a 

sm a ll c r a f t  ta rg e t .
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ENCLOSURE (1) -  ANNEX E  

TARGET " E "  DISCUSSION  

S h ip  R e p o rts , (Fo r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 2 and 3)

Ta rg e t ^'E" was picked up by HORTON a t 2114 , range 14 ,000  

y a rd s , and by EDWARDS a t 211 9 . B o th  s h ip s  then acquired " F *  

w ith  t h e i r  MK-68 d ire c to r s .  MORTON f i r e d  one w arning sh o t  

a t 2116 and EDWARDS commenced f i r i n g  about 2120 and ceased 

a t 2124 , having expended 13 ro tu d s  o f 5*V54. No sp la sh e s  

were noted in  v ic in i t y  o f th e  ta rg e t .  **E" faded from  lK>RTON*s 

scope a t 2124 and EDWARDS* scope a t 2137 .

O p in io n .

»’E ” was picked up in  v ic in i t y  o f la s t  known p o s it io n  o f  

"A ” which had faded about 47 m inutes e a r l ie r .  C onsequently, 

th e re  e x is t s  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  i t  may have been one o f the  

two ta rg e ts  which were observed when "A " had s p l i t .  However, 

th e re  rem ains to  be accounted f o r  th e  47 m inutes i t  had remained 

s ta t io n a ry .  R e p a ir o f damage may be p o stu la te d  w ith  some 

degree o f confidence.

C o nc lu sio n .

Ta rg e t ” E ” has a h ig h  p ro b a b il ity  o f having been a s m a ll-  

c r a f t  ta rg e t .  Th e re  i s  a ls o  a median p ro b a b il ity  th a t i t  may 

have been one o f  the  ta rg e ts  in  tra c k  ” A” .

'Top S B c re N
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ENCLOSURE (1) ANNEX F  

TARGET " F "  DISCUSSION  

S h ip  R e p o rts  (Fo r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 3 and 4)

Ta rg e t " F "  was f i r s t  picked up by MORTON a t 2119, range

2 0 ,0 0 0  y a rd s , and tracked on courses between 215® and 226®, 

and speeds between 20 and 24 k n o ts . I t  was acquired and 

tracked by both o f MORTON*s f i r e  c o n tro l s y s te n s .  EDWARDS 

gained contact a t 2128 and locked on w ith  the MK-68 d ire c to r  

about 2130 two m inutes la te r  and f i r e d  one w arning s h o t .  Bo th  

s h ip s  opened f i r e  a t 2131 w ith  MORTON ceasing a t 2132 and 

EDWARDS about 2136 . MORTON had expended 6 rounds o f 5 'V 54 and 

38 rounds o f 3” /5 0 ; EDWARDS 22 rounds o f 5” /54 and 3 rounds 

o f 3*'/50. Sp la shes noted on ta rg e t b l ip  on both su rfa c e  and 

f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs  appeared to  "engulf** the  b l ip  which 

disappeared a t 2135 .

O p in ion

The speeds a t which * 'F" was tracked by MORTON were some­

what e r r a t ic .  EDWARDS d id  n o t p ic k  up the  ta rg e t u n t i l  I t  had 

closed  over 10 ,000  ya rds and in  a p o s it io n  which was over 2000 

yards from  the  p o s it io n  re p o rte d  by MORTON. P o s i t io n  c o r re la t io n  

was ve ry  poor d u rin g  In te r v a l  both s h ip s  were t ra c k in g . The  

p a tro l u n i t  c losed to  w ith in  4 ,0 0 0  ya rds o f th e  re p o rte d  

p o s it io n  o f " F ” ; however th e re  was no v is u a l  c o n firm a tio n  o f  

th e  e x is te n c e  o f any sm a ll c r a f t .

•TOP SBCia T ^
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Under e x is t in g  v i s i b i l i t y  c o n d it io n s , i t  i s  a reasonable  

assum ption th a t  one sh o u ld  have been s ig h te d .

C onc lusion

The re  i s  a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  th a t  ” F ” was a sm a ll c r a f t .

TOP~SECRgr
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ENCLOSURE (1) -  ANNEX G 

TARGET ”G" DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (F o r g raphic  d isp la y  see page 2)

A f te r  changing p o s it io n  o f the  DRT bugs fo m e r ta rg e t  

" B ” was picked up and re p o rte d  as a new ta rg e t ”G” by 

EDWARDS a t 2047 7000 ya rds -  8000 y a rd s . The MK—68 acquired  

and f i r i n g  ccnamenced a t 2049 . F i r in g  ceased a t 2054 having  

expended 66 rounds o f 5” /5 4 . The ta rg e t faded a t 2059, No 

sp la sh e s were observed on th e  ta rg e t b l ip ,  IfORTON d id  no t 

tra c k  t h i s  ta rg e t .

O p in ion  and C onc lusions

Since t h i s  was a c o n tin u a tio n  o f p lo t  o f ”B " ,  the  same 

o p in io n s  and c o n c lu s io n  apply i . e .  a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  o f  

having been a sm a ll c r a f t .

S ecret::,
TOR- HRCREt C.
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ENCLOSURE (1 ) -  ANNEX H 

TARGET "H " DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  ( F o r g raphic  d isp la y  see pages 2 and 3)

Ta rg e t "H " was f i r s t  acquired by MORTON a t 2133, 

range 19 ,000  y a rd s . The MK 56 d ire c to r  locked on and tracked  

ta rg e t u n t i l  b l ip  faded a t 2204. The ta rg e t was no t designa­

ted  to  tl^e BIK 68 GFCS. EDWARDS picked up a contact in  the  

v ic in i t y  o f  "H ” but la t e r  evaluated i t s  contact as n o n -ta rg e t. 

No o rd e rs  were g iven to  f i r e  on t h i s  ta rg e t .

O pin ion

Th e re  was no c o r re la t io n  between s h ip s  on t h i s  ta rg e t .  

B o th  s h ip s  sho u ld  have been able to  tra c k  the  ta rg e t w ith  

some c o r re la t io n .  The re  was o n ly  one o th e r re p o rte d  contact 

d u rin g  most o f  th e  p e rio d  th a t  MORTON he ld  a tra c k  on "H " so 

in te r s h ip  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  a v a l id  sm a ll c ra f t  ta rg e t sho u ld  

have been e f fe c t iv e .  W ith  the  c lu t t e r  b u ild u p  observed  

about t h i s  tim e  and the  sequence o f  p re v io u s e ve n ts , i t  i s  

ve ry  probable th a t  contact e v a lu a tio n  s u f fe re d .

C o n c lu s io n ,

Tk re  i s  a very low p ro b a b il ity  th a t  was a sm a ll 

c r a f t .

Ŝecret
TOP SECRET
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ENCLOSURE (1) -  ANNEX I  

TARGET " I "  DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (F o r g raphic  d isp la y  see page 2)

Ta rg e t ” 1” was picked up by MORTON a t 2138, range 14 ,000  

yards and tracked by the  su rfa c e  ra d a r and MK 56 GFCS u n t i l  

i t  faded a t 2211 . EDWARDS was no t able to  p ic k  up and tra c k  

t h i s  ta rg e t .  " I ” was no t f i r e d  upon.

O p in io n .

Th e re  was no c o r re la t io n  between s h ip s  on t h i s  ta rg e t .  

Bo th  s h ip s  sho u ld  have been able to  tra c k  the  ta rg e t w ith  

some c o r re la t io n .  Th e re  was o n ly  one o th e r re p o rte d  contact 

d u rin g  most o f th e  p e rio d  th a t MORTON he ld  a tra c k  on "I**  

so in te r s h ip  d e s ig n a tio n ^ o f a v a lid  sm a ll c ra f t  ta rg e t shou ld  

have been e f fe c t iv e .  W ith  th e  c lu t t e r  b u ild u p  observed about 

t h i s  tim e and th e  sequence o f  p re v io u s  e v e n ts , i t  i s  ve ry  

probable th a t  contact e v a lu a tio n  s u f fe re d .

C o nc lu sio n .

Th e re  i s  a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  th a t  " I "  was a sm a ll 

c r a f t .
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ENCLOSURE (1 ) -  ANNEX J  

TARGET '^J" DISCUSSION  

Sh ip  R e p o rts  (F o r g raphic  d isp la y  see page 2)

Ta rg e t " J ” was picked up by EDWARDS a t 2148, range 4 ,0 0 0  

y a rd s , and tracked f o r  seven m inutes u n t i l  i t  faded a t 2153. 

MORTON d id  no t tra c k  t h i s  ta rg e t .  I t  was no t tracked by any 

f i r e  c o n tro l system .

O p in io n .

" J ” remained w ith in  th e  re p o rte d  mazlmum v i s i b i l i t y  range 

f o r  the  e n t i re  p e rio d  i t  was tra c ke d . Th e re  was no c o rre la ­

t io n  on t h i s  ta rg e t .

C o n c lu sio n .

Th e re  i s  a lm ost a ze ro  p ro b a b il ity  th a t '*J'* was a sm a ll 

c r a f t .

■TefrSec
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Summary o f  Se nso r Performance

F a c ts .

1 . The su rfa c e  search ra d a r, a i r  search ra d a r, f i r e  

c o n tro l ra d a r, ra d a r re p e a te r, ta rg e t d e s ig n a tio n  system , 

e le c tro n ic  countermeasure (ECM p a ssive  rece ive i^  and so na r 

system s f o r  USS MORTON and USS EDWARDS are a lm ost id e n t ic a l 

and are described in  Annex A.

2 . In  both MORTON and EDWARDS the su rfa c e  search ra d a rs  

(AN/SPS-10) and the  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs (AN/SPG-53) were in  

good o p e ra tin g  c o n d it io n . B o th  s h ip s  had tro u b le  w ith  t h e i r  

MK 56 f i r e  c o n tro l system  (MK 35 ra d a r) .

3 .  The  s h ip s ' ECM p a ss ive  re c e iv e rs  (AN/BLR-1) were manned 

and o p e ra tin g  b u t d id  no t c o n tr ib u te  any p o s it iv e  in fo rm a tio n  

to  th e  Commander d u rin g  the  a c tio n .

4 .  The s h ip s ' so na r system s (AN/SQS~23) were o p e ra tin g  

p a ss iv e ly  b u t d id  n o t c o n tr ib u te  any p o s it iv e  in fo rm a tio n  to  

the  Commander d u rin g  the  a c tio n .

5 . The a i r  search i*adars (AN/SPS-40) , though opearating, 

c o n trib u te d  n o th in g  to  the  d e te c tio n  and c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f  

su rfa c e  c o n ta c ts .

6 . A t le a s t  two o f  the  c o nta c ts were w e ll d e fine d  and 

steady b u t sm a ll ra d a r ta rg e ts  which produced c o n tin u o u s, 

w e ll c o o rd in a te d ,lin e a r t ra c k s .

- S E « f f iT
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O p in io n s .

1 . The two s h ip s  had competent iradar and f i r e  c o n tro l 

o p e ra to rs .

2 . Radar c o n d it io n s  were e x c e lle n t a t  the  s t a r t  b u t were 

degraded by weather c lu t t e r  by the  end o f th e  a c tio n .

3 .  A l l  re p o rte d  c o n ta c ts were re a l ra d a r ta rg e ts .

4 .  Some c o n ta c ts produced no c o ntinuo us w e ll-c o o rd in a te d  

tra c k s  and were no t su rfa c e  c r a f t .

5 . Contact "A " was in  fa c t a re a l ta rg e t ,  produced a 

c o ntinuo us tra c k  and was most probably one o r  more sm a ll 

su rfa c e  c r a f t .

6 . C ontacts "C " (MORTON) and ”E "  (b o th  s h ip s )  were 

probably sm a ll su rfa c e  c r a f t  and p o s s ib ly  were th e  same su rfa c e  

c ra f t  th a t  made tra c k  "A ” .

7 . Th e re  i s  a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  th a t  th e re  were more 

than two v a lid  su rfa c e  c r a f t  ta rg e ts .

C o n c lu sio n .

In  an o p e ra tio n  o f t h i s  n a tu re  o u r ra d a rs do n o t p rov ide  

p o s it iv e  c la s s i f ic a t io n  u n le ss  supported by re l ia b le  s ig h t in g ,  

ECM o r  so na r in fo rm a tio n .

Recommendation.

In  a d d it io n  to  s t a r  s h e l l s  and a i r c r a f t  i l lv im in a t io n ,  

prov id e  lo w - l ig h t  te le v is io n  equipment to  s h ip s  on t h i s  type  

o p e ra tio n  to  p rov id e  more p o s it iv e  contact c la s s i f ic a t io n .

t o p '^Bec ^

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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ENCLOSURE (2 ) -  ANNEX A 

E le c tro n ic  M a te ria l

1 . Su rfa ce  Search Radar -  A N /SPS-10,

T h i s  ra d a r opera tes in  th e  frequency band 5450-5825 Mcs. 

P u lse  re p e t i t io n  ra te  i s  625-650 cps. In  a normal search  

mode the  re s o lu t io n  i s  275 ya rds in  range by about 1® in  

azim uth  (1? i s  175 ya rds a t a range o f  10 ,000  y a rd s ) . The  

su rfa c e  search ra d a rs were operable d u rin g  the  e n t i re  p e rio d  

o f  the  DeSoto p a tro l g iv in g  what was considered to  be excel­

le n t  perform ance. "R in g  t im e s” were taken a t re g u la r in te rv a ls  

and were s a t is fa c to ry  and c o n sta n t. ( "R in g  Tim e " i s  an ove r­

a l l  measure o f  ra d a r t ra n s m it te r  and re c e iv e r perform ance.)

2 . A i r  Search Radar -  A N /SPS-40.

These ra d a rs  were operable d u rin g  the  e n t i re  p e rio d  o f  

the  DeSoto p a tro l w ith  the  exception o f a few s h o r t  p e rio d s .

3 .  F ije C to n tro l Radars

Forward d ire c to r  (Gun F i r e  C o n tro l System MK 68) -  AN/SPG-53, 

T h i s  ra d a r opera tes in  th e  frequency band 8500-9600 Mcs. P u lse  

re p e t i t io n  ra te  i s  1190-1450 c p s. The re s o lu t io n  w ith  a 

su rfa c e  ta rg e t i s  about 80 ya rds in  range by about 1.3®  in  

azim uth  (1 .3 ®  i s  225 ya rds a t a range o f 10 ,000  ya rd s)^  A f t  

d ire c to r  (Gun F i r e  C o n tro l System BIK 56) -  Radar MK 3 5 . T h is  

ra d a r opera tes in  th e  frequency band 8740-8890 Mcs. P u lse  

re p e t i t io n  ra te  i s  1620-1980 cp». The re s o lu t io n  w ith  a

SECRET
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su rfa c e  ta rg e t i s  about 35 ya rds in  range by about 1.5®  

in  azim uth ( 1 .5 °  i s  260 ya rds a t a range o f  10 ,000 y a rd s ) .

The foiTtw ird f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs performed ve ry  w e ll w ith  no 

c a s u a lt ie s  d u rin g  the  a c tio n . The a f t  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs  

were n o t ve ry  u s e fu l d u rin g  the  a c tio n  because o f m a te ria l 

problems in  the  p a rent f i r e  c o n tro l syste m s.

4 .  ECM P a ss iv e  Rec e ive r -  A N /BLR-1.

T h i s  i s  a frequency scanning re c e iv e r which covers the  

frequency range 90 to  10 ,750  Mcs. in  8 bands. Only one band 

a t a tim e can be operated and the  scanning ra te  f o r  an e n t ire  

band v a r ie s  from  3 to  7 m in tues per scan. These re c e iv e rs  were 

considered to  be in  good o p e ra tin g  c o n d it io n .

5 . D is p la y s .

Su rfa ce  search ra d a r was d isp la yed  on a re p e a te r (AN/SPA-4) 

on the  open b rid g e , a s im i la r  re p e a te r in  th e  p i lo t  house 

and on two re p e a te rs  (AN/SPA-4) and th e  Ta rg e t D e sig n a tio n  

System (MK 5) in  CIC. A i r  Search ra d a r was d isp la yed  on 

two re p e a te rs  (AN/SPA-8) in  CIC.

6 . So n a r.

Bo th  s h ip s  were equipped w ith  AN/SQS-23 sonar which can 

be operated as a c tiv e  sona r o r  as a l is t e n in g  system . The  

equipnents on both s h ip s  were o p e ra tin g  s a t i s f a c o r i ly .

1 L
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ENCLOSURE (2) -  ANNEX B

A n a ly s is  o f  Radar Contacts

1 .  General Comments.

A t 181900H in  th e  v ic in i t y  o f  TU  7 6 ,6 .6  th e re  was sc a tte re d  

cloud cover, th e  seas were s l ig h t  and the  w ind was 3 4 5 ° , speed 

10 k n o ts . L a te r  in  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  engagement c loud cover 

inc reased  and ra in  s q u a lls  were observed. Wooden p o le s, 

re fe r re d  to  as '* f is h  s ta k e s " ,  some 4 to  5 inches in  d iam eter 

and extending 8 to  10 fe e t  o u t o f th e  w ate r are encountered in  

th e  G u lf o f  To n k in . F is h  s ta k e s , re p o rte d ly , can be re l ia b ly  

detected a t a d ista n c e  o f  8 ,000  to  10 ,000  ya rds w ith  the  

su rfa c e  search ra d a r. W ith  the  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r the  ty p ic a l 

tra c k in g  range f o r  a f i s h  sta ke  i s  re p o rte d  to  be about 15,000  

y a rd s .

B e fo re  th e  f i r s t  c o n ta c t, the  MORTON su rfa c e  search m aster 

re p e a te r was being operated w ith  a maximvim d isp la y  range o f  

about 25 m ile s .  Sea re tu rn  was p re se n t o u t to  a range o f

4 ,0 0 0  to  5 ,000  y a rd s . The su rfa c e  search ra d a r was being  

operated in  the  long p u lse  mode which i s  the  normal search  

mode as i t  p ro v id e s the  lo n g e st d e te c tio n  ranges. S e n s i t iv i t y  

Tim e C o n tro l (STC ) was "o n " .  Th e re  was no s ig n  o f  weather 

c lu t t e r  on the  su rfa c e  search d isp la y s  a t t h i s  tim e . L a te r  

c o nsid e ra b le  weather c lu t t e r  was noted. D u rin g  in te rv ie w s  

o f the  va rio v is ra d a r o p e ra to rs  i t  was noted th a t they had 

v iv id  re c o lle c t io n s  o f  the  ra d a r re tu rn  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  asso­

c ia te d  w ith  each o f  th e  f i r s t  two o r  th re e  c o n ta c ts . F o r

1 T6 P  SECRET^
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th e  la t e r  c o nta c ts t h e i r  re c o lle c t io n  o f d e ta i ls  o fte n  was 

n o t d ire c t ly  re la ta b le  to  th e  s p e c if ic  c o n ta c ts .

2 . Ta rg e t "A " P a c ts .

Ta rg e t "A ” was detected a t about 20 ,000 ya rds on th e  

su rfa c e  search m aste r d is p la y . The d e te c tio n  was a lm ost 

im m ediately v e r i f ie d  by the  o p e ra to r o f  the  o th e r su rfa c e  

search d isp la y  in  the  MORTON CIC. The o p e ra to r s ta te d  th a t  

th e  ta rg e t appeared on th e  d isp la y  as a sm a ll,  w e ll d e fine d  

b l ip ,  about the  s iz e  o f  th e  range bug. J u s t a f t e r  d e te c tio n , 

a b l ip  was obta ined f o r  each two o r  th re e  ra d a r antenna ro ta ­

t io n s .  T h i s  improved to  an e s s e n t ia l ly  s o l id  contact as the  

ta rg e t c lo se d . L a te r  when p ro je c t i le  sp la sh e s were observed  

near t h i s  ta rg e t ,  the se  re tu rn s  were re p o rte d  to  be about the  

same s iz e  as the  ta rg e t .  In  o th e r w ords, t h i s  was a sm a ll 

b u t steady ta rg e t .

Some tim e a f t e r  being re p o rte d  as a c o n ta c t, t h i s  ta rg e t  

was detected on su rfa c e  search ra d a r d isp la y s  in  EDWARDS. In  

both s h ip s  t h i s  contact p rovided a long c o ntinuous tra c k  in d i­

c a tin g  a ta rg e t v e lo c ity  o f  18 to  20 k n o ts .

When designated to  MORTON fo rw a rd  f i r e  c o n tro l system , 

t h i s  ta rg e t was e a s ily  acquired by the  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r.

The f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r o p e ra to rs  described the  ta rg e t as sm a ll 

b ut ste a d y . I t  was ra te d  as being about the  s iz e  o f  a ty p ic a l 

re tu rn  from  a 30 to  40 fo o t m otor boat and fo u r  tim e s the

TO R SEC RET-
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s iz e  o f a f i s h  sta ke  re tu rn  a t  the  same range. I t  p rovided a 

steady tra c k  f o r  th e  f i r e  c o n tro l system . When the  ta rg e t appeared 

to  s p l i t  in to  two ta rg e ts  the  tra c k in g  n o ise  inc reased  and i t  

was necessary to  p rov id e  manual a id  f o r  tra c k in g . A f te r  the  

s p l i t  the  o p e ra to r se le c te d  the  ta rg e t a t the c lo s e s t  range 

and th e  tra c k  was again s te a d y .

3 .  Ta rg e t "A " O p in io n s.

I t  i s  the  o p in io n  o f  th e  group th a t t h i s  contact was a re a l 

ra d a r ta rg e t and n o t an anomalous phenomenon such as a second 

re tu rn  echo due to  d u c tin g  o r  th e  r e s u l t  o f  s e l f  generated  

in te rfe re n c e  o r  d e lib e ra te  e le c ti*o n ic s countermeasure (ECM) 

"sp o o fin g "  w ith  fa ls e  ta rg e ts .  T h i s  o p in io n  i s  based on the  

fa c t th a t  i t  was s im u lta n e o u s ly  tracked by b o th  s h ip s  u s in g  

fo u r  d i f fe r e n t  fre q u e n c ie s and fo u r  d i f fe r e n t  p u lse  re p e t i t io n  

fre q u e n c ie s .

A t th e  tim e o f d e te c tio n  MORTON was about a m ile  c lo s e r to  

the  ta rg e t than EDWARDS . T h i s  would account f o r  a fo u r  m inute  

d iffe re n c e  in  d e te c tio n  t im e . The a d d it io n a l tim e d iffe re n c e  

i s  a t t r ib u ta b le  to  a normal v a r ia t io n  in  o v e ra ll ra d a r system  

s e n s i t i v i t y ,  d isp la y  range used, and/or a d iffe re n c e  in  ra d a r 

o p e ra to r perform ance. The long c o ntinuo us tra c k s  from  each 

s h ip  c o rre la te d  w e ll ,  w ith  such e r r o r s  as d id  e x is t  a t t r ib u ­

ta b le  to  a lag  e r r o r  in  th e  MORTON*s D RT, d u rin g  tu r n s .  The  

ta rg e t fade a t 2Q22VL occurred as the  s h ip  executed a tu rn  

which placed the  weak ta rg e t a s te rn  in  the  b lin d  zone o f  the  

fo rw a rd  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r and the  reduced s e n s i t i v i t y  zone

3 —
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o f  the  su rfa c e  search ra d a r. By the  tim e th e  ta rg e t was 

again on a fa vo ra b le  be a ring  i t  would have been beyond normal 

d e te c tio n  range.

In sp e c tio n  o f th e  tra c k s  sug g e sts the  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  

ta rg e t ”C" tra c k  i s  a c o n tin u a tio n  o f  the  ta rg e t *'A" tra c k  

w ith  re d e te c tio n  o c c u rrin g  when th e  ta rg e t was again w ith in  

range.

I t  i s  the  o p in io n  o f the  group t h i s  was an a c tu a l su rfa c e  

c r a f t .  D e b ris  i s  ru le d  o u t due to  the  ta rg e t v e lo c ity  and 

the  lack o f  p e rio d ic  f lu c tu a t io n  no rm a lly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  

f lo a t in g  d e b r is .  A ra in  s q u a ll ,  c loud , o r  o th e r weather e ffe c t  

i s  ru le d  o u t due to  th e  lack o f  e le v a tio n  e ffe c ts  on th e  f i r e  

c o n tro l ra d a r, the  v e lo c ity ,  and to  th e  fa c t th a t  the  ta rg e t*  

re tu rn  was sm a ll and w e ll d e fin e d . B ir d s  can be ru le d  out 

due to  the  lack o f  re a c tio n  to  g u n f ire  and the  fa c t th a t  the  

d e te c tio n  mnge i s  too  g re a t f o r  a s in g le  b i rd .  Wakes from  

th e  MORTON and EDWARDS are  no t the  source o f a ta rg e t because 

the  d e te c tio n  and a m ajor p o rt io n  o f  the  tra c k  are ahead o f  

th e  s h ip s .  The ta rg e t v e lo c ity  i s  too  h ig h  f o r  such a tra c k  

to  be produced by waves (w ind v e lo c ity  o f 8-10 k n o ts)  and 

no re a c tio n  to  f i r i n g  b u rs ts  was noted.

4 . Ta rg e t ”A " C o n c lu s io n s.

Th e re  i s  a ve ry  h ig h  p ro b a b il ity  (confidence le v e l g re a te r  

than 90%) th a t  Ta rg e t "A ” was in  fa c t a t le a s t  one sm a ll su rfa c e  

c r a f t .  Th e re  i s  a Median p ro b a b il ity  (confidence le v e l o f
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o f about 50%) th a t  Ta rg e t "A " was two sm a ll su rfa c e  c ra f t  

th a t  e v e n tu a lly  were reacqu ired  as Ta rg e ts  " E "  (b o th  s h ip s )  

and ”C" (MORTON).

5 . Ta rg e t "B "  Fa c ts

Ta rg e t " B " ,  which w is  re p o rte d  to  be a ve ry  weak and in t e r ­

m it te n t  ta rg e t ,  was f i r s t  detected by MORTON, I t  was designated  

to  EDWARDS which locked on w ith  i t s  FCS MK 56 . O pera tors 

re p o rte d  w a ke -like  c lu t t e r  e f fe c ts  d u rin g  a c q u is it io n  and 

more background c lu t t e r  a f t e r  f i r i n g  a t Ta rg e t " B " ,  The  

su rfa c e  search ra d a r o p e ra to r who made the  i n t i a l  d e te c tio n  

noted a d d it io n a l c lu t t e r  in  the  area o f  th e  ta rg e t .

6 . Ta rg e t "B "  O p in io n ,

I t  i s  th e  o p in io n  o f  the  group th a t  the  wakes, from  the  

tim e MORTON and EDWARDS were on course 130, could have been 

the  o r ig in a l  Ta rg e t ”B " ,  As th e  tra c k s  proceeded in  an in t e r ­

m it te n t  fa sh io n  i t  i s  a lso  considered p o ss ib le  th a t sea c lu t t e r ,  

f i s h  s ta k e s , b i rd s ,  e tc . may have c o n trib u te d  to  the  tra c k ,

7 . Ta rg e t ”B ” C o n c lu s io n s.

Th e re  i s  a ve ry  low p ro b a b il ity  (confidence le v e l much 

' le s s  than 50%) th a t  Ta rg e t BRAVO was in  fa c t a su rfa c e  c r a f t .

8 . Ta rg e t "C " Fa c ts

Ta rg e t "C” was detected by MORTON and a Ta rg e t "C ’ a lso  

detected by EDWARDS. EDWARDS sub se q ue ntly  determ ined th a t  

t h e i r  contact was a f ix e d  ta rg e t and evaluated i t  as a f i s h  

s ta k e . As tracked by MORTON t h i s  contact produced a good 

s o l id  tra c k  w hich was a dead reckoning e x te n s io n  o f th e  tra c k  

o f Ta rg e t "A ” . -----
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9 , Ta rg e t "C” C onc lusions

Th e re  i s  a median p ro b a b il ity  (confidence le v e l 50%) 

th a t  ” C” was in  fa c t a sm a ll su rfa c e  c r a f t ,  and re p re se n ts  

a re d e te c tio n  o f  contact ’*A” ,

10 , Ta rg e ts  "D ” , ” F " ,  ”G” , "H " ,  " I " ,  and ” J "  F a c ts .

I t  was re p o rte d  th a t  d u rin g  the  la t t e r  p a rt  o f the  a c tio n  

( a f te r  2100H) th e re  was an inc rease  in  weather c lu t t e r .  Se ve ra l 

o p e ra to rs  s ta te d  th a t  in  t h i s  p e rio d  th e re  were a conside rab le  

number o f  T a rg e ts "  to  the  S£ and o n ly  those  c lo s in g  the  sh ip  

were designa ted . In  some cases ta rg e ts  were lo s t  a t ranges 

c o n sid e ra b ly  le s s  than 10 m ile s .  In  some cases a c lo s in g  

ta rg e t was lo s t  as i t  came in to  a c lo se  range. In  response  

to  d ire c t  q u e s tio n s , i t  was re p o rte d  th a t  some o f  these  contac ts  

were lo s t  because they ra n  in to  weather c lu t t e r  and some were 

lo s t  because they "faded from  the  scope". In  genera l th e re  

was poor c o r re la t io n  o f  tra c k s  between the  two s h ip s .

11 . Ta rg e ts  "D " ,  " F " ,  "G ", "H " ,  " I " ,  and " J "  O p in io n s.

I t  i s  th e  o p in io n  o f  the  group th a t these  ta rg e t tra c k s  

could have been generated under the  s t r e s s  c o n d itio n s  then  

p re v a ilin g  u s in g  weather re tu rn s  and o th e r c lu t t e r  which was 

then p re se n t in  abundance. On the  o th e r hand the  p o s s ib i l i t y  

cannot be com pletely d iscounted th a t  one o r more o f  these  tra c k s  

were v a lid  su rfa c e  c ra f t  tra c k s  which were lo s t  in  the  weather 

c lu t t e r .

12. Ta rg e ts  " D " ,  " F " ,  "G ", " H " ,  " I ” , and " J "  C o n c lu s io n s. Th e re

i s  a low p ro b a b il i ty  (confidence le v e l much le s s  than 50%) th a t these

6
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ta rg e ts  were, in  fa c t ,  a c tu a l sm a ll su rfa c e  c ra f t .
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ENCLOSURE (2 ) -  AlWEX C 

SONAR, ECM P A S S ITE  RECEIVER AND 

A IR  SEARCH RADAR PERFORMANCE

1 . Sonar.

MORTON and EDWARDS sonar system s were operated p a ss iv e ly  

( l i s te n in g  o n ly )  d u rin g  th e  p e rio d  o f the  a c tio n . Sonar performance 

(both a c tiv e  and p a ss iv e ) I s  c r i t ic a l l y  dependent on the  speed 

o f th e  sh ip  and the  bearing  o f  the  ta rg e t .  Perform ance I s  

degraded when th e  ta rg e t I s  a s te rn  and a t a l l  b e a ring s when the  

s h ip  speed exceeds 15 k n o ts . Degradation In c re a se s ra p id ly  

w ith  In c re a s in g  speed and w ith  h ig h  speed d u rin g  a lm ost a l l  o f  

th e  a c tio n . P a ss iv e  sonar "c o n ta c ts "  were sub se q ue ntly  evaluated  

as own sh ip  n o ise .

2 . ECM P a ss iv e  R e c e iv e rs .

ECM In te rc e p t re c e iv e rs  were manned and o p e ra tin g  d u rin g  

th e  a c tio n . F o r the  most p a rt these  re c e iv e rs  were employed 

to  search the  frequency band known to  Inc lude  SKINHEAD ra d a r, 

th e  most probable ra d a r expected In  P -4  and SWATOW c r a f t ,  Thjfe 

ra d a r I s  known to  operate In  th e  " S "  band o f  fre q u e n c ie s and I s  

s im i la r  to  o u r SO s e r ie s  o f  sm a ll c ra f t  ra d a r. The frequency  

search ra te  w ith  the  MORTON and EDWARDS equipment I s , a t b e s t , 

one m inute pe r scan w hich, c o n sid e rin g  th e  scanning ra te  o f the  

ta rg e t ra d a r, makes In te rc e p tio n  In  a s i tu a t io n  such as t h i s  

fa r  from  c e rta in  even I f  an a c tu a l ta rg e t ra d a r I s  p re se n t.

EDWARDS picked up a ra d a r to  th e  w e st. T h i s  was evaluated as

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Ta*=^s5eHET'
L IM ITE D  D ISTR IB U TIO N

a sho re  based ra d a r. MORTON picked up e x te n s iv e  "S** band 

jamming between 2023H and 2105H. In  view o f  the  fa c t th a t  

n e ith e r  MORTON nor EDWARDS have " S "  band ra d a r the  s ig n ific a n c e  

o f t h i s  in te rc e p t i s  n o t known. A fte r  th e  a c tio n  MORTON picked  

up an e m iss io n  to  the  so u thw e st and evaluated i t  as SKINHEAD. 

A fte r  l is te n in g  to  a re c o rd in g  o f t h i s  in te rc e p t the  group 

evaluated i t  as a se c to r scan and tra c k in g  ra d a r such as 

would be lused a t a coast defense s i t e  ra th e r  than a ro ta t in g  

SKINHEAD type ra d a r.

3 . A i r  Search Radar.

The su rfa c e  c ontac ts were no t picked up by the  a i r  search  

ra d a r. Due to  the  land locked n a tu re  o f th e  G u lf o f  To n k in  t h i s  

ra d a r was being operated in  the Moving Ta rg e t In d ic a to r ( in i )  

mode o f  o p e ra tio n . In  t h i s  mode f ix e d  and s lo w ly  moving ta rg e ts  

are cancelled o u t. Even in  th e  Non-MTI mode o f o p e ra tio n  t h i s  

ra d a r would p ro v id e  o n ly  a sm a ll amount o f  ta rg e t c la s s i f ic a t io n  

In fo rm a tio n  on sm a ll su rfa c e  c o n ta c ts , because o f  the  sm a ll range 

band between the  ra d a r h o rizo n  and th e  minimim range o f  the  

AN/SPS-40 ra d a r.

Top-Seef
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V is u a l Evidence

To m re c R sx-
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V ISUA L EVIDENCE

Sh ip  Re p o rts

Annex A c o n ta in s a stiaiaary o f v is u a l s ig h t in g  re p o r ts  

and Annex B c o n ta in s  copies o f sta te m e n ts o f in d iv id u a ls  who 

re p o rte d  v is u a l  in fo rm a tio n .

D is c u s s io n

D u rin g  n ig h t a c tio n s  o f t h i s  k in d  i t  i s  most d i f f i c u l t  

to  c o rre la te  v is u a l  s ig h t in g s  w ith  e le c tro n ic  se n so r in d ic a t io n s .  

As an example an SN s ta te d  he s ig h te d  tra c e r b u l le t s  being  

f ix e d  from  somewhere a t sea in  d ire c t io n  o f MORTON -  he was 

n o t su re  o f the  d ire c t io n  n o r the  tim e so  i t  was p ra c t ic a lly  

im p o ss ib le  to  c o r re la te .  However, both the  MK-56 and MK-68 

D ire c to rs  do have o p tic s  and the  D ire c to r  O f f ic e r s  in  these  

p o s it io n s  were considered re l ia b le  sources f o r  v is u a l  evidence. 

W ith  b u t one e xc e p tio n , (En s ig n  H u d n e ll MK-56 D ire c to r  O f f ic e r ,  

on the  EDWARDS) no d ire c to r  o f f ic e r s  a t anytime saw any ta rg e ts  

v is u a l ly  w ith  the  o p tic s  p rovided by the  f i r e  c o n tro l d ire c to r .  

Upon In te r ro g a t io n  i t  was a sc e rta ine d  th a t  E n s ig n  H u d n e ll had 

made h is  s ig h t in g  d u rin g  a p e rio d  ^ e n  h is  d ire c to r  was o ut 

o f c o n tro l due to  a m a lfu n c tio n . As the  d ire c to r  was ’’s le w in g ” 

o u t o f  c o n tro l E n s ig n  H u d n e ll s ta te d  he s ig h te d  ” a ta rg e t thfct 

was a c r a f t ” . F u r th e r  In te r ro g a t io n  revealed th a t  En s ig n  

H u d n e ll was n o t su re  o f the  bearing  o f h is  v is u a l  s ig h t in g ,  

th e re fo re ,  i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  c o rre la te  w ith  o th e r In fo rm a tio n .
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O pin ion

The u n c o rre la te d  and f le e t in g  n a tu re  o f the  re p o r ts ,  and 

th e  absence o f any s o l id  v is u a l  in fo rm a tio n  from  the  D ire c to r  

O ff ic e r s  o r t h e i r  ra n g e fin d e r o p e ra to rs  make a l l  re p o rts  

q u e stio n a b le . I t  appears th a t the  v is u a l  in fo rm a tio n  was 

" a f t e r  the fa c t "  and none was made a v a ila b le  to  th e  commander 

on a t im e ly  b a s is  to  in flu e n c e  the  d e c is io n a ry  p ro c e ss. More 

d e ta ile d  in te r ro g a t io n s  o f each in d iv id u a l m ight g ive  a b e tte r  

e v a lu a tio n  o f the  c r e d ib i l i t y  o f the  sta te m e nts about v is u a l  

s ig h t in g s .  Th e re  was in s u f f ic ie n t  tim e a v a ila b le  to  the  team 

members to  conduct t h i s  thorough an in te r ro g a t io n .

C onc lusion

Th e re  i s  no f u l l y  c re d ib le  v is u a l  in fo rm a tio n  which can 

be used to  p o s i t iv e ly  e s ta b lis h  e ith e r  the  na tu re  o f th e  

ta rg e ts  engaged o r  w hether o r  no t h o s t i le  a c tio n s  were taken, 

o r  re tu rn  f i r e  a g a in s t th e  p a t ro l u n i t .

2 *
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SUMMARY OF VISUAL SIGHTINGS

The fo llo w in g  ite m s o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  were s ig h te d  by- 
personne l o f  Ta sk  U n i t  7 7 ,6 .6  d u rin g  the  a c tio n  in  th e  G u lf 
o f To n k in  on th e  n ig h t o f  18 September 1964* More d e ta ile d  
sta te m e nts o f  what was s ig h te d  are a ttached.

1 . EDWARDS (DD 950) p e rsonne l saw:

a . E n s ig n  James H. N. H u d n e ll, s ta t io n e d  in  Mk 56 D ire c to r  
as D ire c to r  O f f ic e r  sp o tte d  sm a ll c r a f t  s i lh o u e t te ,  bow on, 
q u ite  d i s t in c t  and w ith  the  appearance o f a boat b u i l t  f o r  speed. 
Remarked th a t  boat was q u ite  s tre a m lin e d . Es tim a te d  le n g th  to  
be 50 o r  60 fe e t ,

b . D, G, Bow len, J r . ,  SN, USN, s ta tio n e d  in  Mk 56 D ire c to r  
as D ire c to r  O pera tor s ig h te d , w ith  b u t a b r ie f  g lance, th e  bow 
shape o f a boat perhaps 40 o r  50 fe e t lo n g , a t a lm ost the  same 
tim e as E n s ig n  H u d n e ll.

c . George T .  Green, CSCA, USN, o b se rv ing  from  the  03 and 02  
le v e ls  s ig h te d  many " T ra c e r” b u l le t s  a rc in g  towards MORTON from  
somewhere o u t in  the  sea . O bjects appeared b lue  in  c o lo r and 
were noted to  arc h ig h  in  the  a i r  and f a l l  s h o r t  o f  MORTON.

d. A lto n  A, N o rd ine , (BIG2, USN, s ig h te d  f la s h e s  o f  l ig h t  
o r ig in a t in g  from  ta rg e t on EDWARDS' beam.

e . Jesse D. Shepherd, SN, USN, s ig h te d  t ra c e r  b u l le t s  being  
f i r e d  from  s<»newhere a t sea in  th e  d ire c t io n  o f  MORTON, a lso  
c la im s s ig h t in g  th e  re f le c t io n s  ( s i lh o u e t te )  o f a sm a ll c r a f t .

f .  Pa u l E .  Sherman, SM2, USN, s ig h te d  what he b e lie v e s  
were t ra c e r  b u l le t s  emanating from  th e  h o riz o n .

g . T .  D , Brown, J r . ,  SM2, USN, s ig h te d  t ra c e r  b u l le t s  going  
over MORTON’ S m ast,

h . R ic h a rd  W. D a ile y , CSS, USN, s ig h te d  s h e l l  b u rs ts  o f f  
MORTON’ S p o rt  s id e  a t ^ 0  fe e t above the  sea . (B e lie v e  t h i s  was 
from  a loaded gun c lea red  by MORTON a t an angle o f d e p re ssio n  —  
COMDESDIV 5 2 .)

2 . MORTON (DD 948) personne l saw:

a . Olmstead, Thomas J . , 595 20 6 9 , SN, USN, s ta rb o a rd  
lo o ko u t —  a t 1935H O lstead  s ta te s  th a t  he saw a ve ry  dim l ig h t  
on the  h o rizo n  and noted i t  had a steady b e a rin g .

T o p r S e ^
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COPY LBJ LIBRARY



TOP^ll^GRET - 
L IM ITE D  D ISTR IBU TIO N

b . H u tc h in so n , C a rl L . , 428 03 0 3 , RMG2, USN, MT 52 —
Saw p ro je c t i le  f la s h  on ta rg e t ,  appearing many tim e s b r ig h te r  
than norm al. A lso  b e lie v e s  he saw some o i l  smoke fo llo w in g  
the  f la s h ,  (Tim e n o t pinned down.)

c . Egge, Sherid an L , ,  699 28 16 , SA, USN, a f t e r  lo o k o u t.
A t about 1948H saw a dim, w h ite  l ig h t  to  p o rt about ha lf-w ay  
to  th e  w a te r. Appeared to  be moving toward MORTON.

d. D a r lin g , M ichael N . , 597 12 9 3 , SN, USN, Ra nge finder 
O p e ra to r, MT 51 -  Saw contact on p o rt beam th ro ug h  ra n g e fin d e r  
and described i t  as a s m a ll,  black shape less o b je c t, no t p a rt o f  
th e  plane o f th e  sea.

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Ey e w itn e ss sta tem ent o f  E n s ig n  James H, N. H u d n a ll, J r . ,  USNR.

I ,  E n s ig n  James H. N, H u d n a ll, J r . ,  679204/1105, USS RICHARD S .  
EDWARDS:^ was d u rin g  genera l q u a rte rs  on the  n ig h t o f  18 September 
s ta tio n e d  in  th e  Idark 56 d ire c to r  on board USS RICHARD S .  EDWARDS 
(DD 9 5 0 ) . We commenced f i r i n g  a t what appeared on ra d a r to  be 
sm a ll su rfa c e  ta rg e ts .  A f t e r  the  f i r s t  few sh o ts  my d ire c to r  
ra d a r would no t lock on p ro p e rly  and I  in te rm it te n t ly  lo s t  
c o n tro l o f d ire c to r  t r a in  and e le v a tio n . A l l  mounts were 
sw itched  to  the  Mark 68 d ire c to r .  A s h o r t  tim e la t e r  d u rin g  
one o f  th e  b r ie f  p e rio d s  my d ire c to r  would t r a in ,  I  sp o tte d  a 
sm a ll c r a f t  s i lh o u e t te .  A t the  tim e I  sp o tte d  the  c r a f t ,  p lo t
2 was making a ra d a r sweep below the  h o r iz o n . The c r a f t  passed 
a c ro ss my b in o c u la rs ' f ie ld  o f  v is io n  in  3 o r  4 seconds and 
b e fo re  I  could take c o n tro l and put th e  d ire c to r  back on th e  
c r a f t ,  I  had lo s t  power ag a in . A t th e  tim e th e  c ra f t  swept in to  
my f ie ld  o f  v is io n  my o p t ic a l tra c k e r was manning h is  s ig h t s .
He shouted ’’th e re ’ s  a boat” o r  words to  th a t  e f fe c t  j u s t  a t 
th e  same tim e I  s a id , ” I  see one" o r  words to  th a t e f fe c t .
The s i lh o u e t te  th a t  I  saw was a lm ost d ire c t ly  bow on, and q u ite  
d is t in c t .  I t  looked l ik e  a boat b u i l t  f o r  speed, being q u ite  
s tre a m lin e d . I  remember being able to  see one s id e  s l ig h t l y  
( s ta rb o a rd ) , and would e stim a te  the  le n g th  to  be ve ry  ro ug h ly  
about 50 o r  60 fe e t .

I  c e r t i f y  th a t  the  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f  my knowledge.

/ s /  James Henry N a tt H u d n a ll, J r .
JAMES HENRY NATT HUDNALL, JR .

19 September 1964

C O P Y  s& G m i

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



I ,  D a n ie l O. Bowlen, 687 91 0 9 , w h ile  on duty aboard the  USS 
RICHARD S .  EDWARDS (DD 950) se jrv ing  as d ire c to r  o p e ra to r, 
observed a low boat s i lh o u e t te  j u s t  a f t e r  mount 32 f i r e d  a 
s ig n le  round and th e  d ire c to r  52 was making a bearing  sweep 
c o n tro lle d  by p lo t  2 , I t  was j u s t  the  b r ie fe s t  o f  g lances, 
b ut enough to  c le a r ly  d e fin e  the  bow shape o f a boat perhaps 
40 to  50 fe e t lo n g . The d ire c to r  o f f ic e r .  En s ig n  H u d n a ll, a lso  
saw i t  and we both spoke up a lm ost in  c h o ru s. Then the  d ire c to r  
s u ffe re d  a c a su a lty  in  th e  system  which then prevented u s from  
re v e rs in g  the  sweep and a c q u irin g  the  ta rg e t ,

I  c e r t i f y  th a t  the  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f  my knowledge.

Ey e w itn e ss Statem ent o f  BOWLEN, D a n ie l O ,, J r » ,  687 91 09 ,  USN,

/ s /  DANIEL 0*C0NNEIL BOWLEN, JR . 
DANIEL O'CONNELL BOWLEN, JR.

19 September 1964

^ecret-
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Secret
SECKET"

I ,  George T .  Green, CSCA, 672 08 4 0 , USN, d id  w itn e ss  on the  
n ig h t o f  18 September 1964 what appeared to  be sm a ll c a lib e r  
p o s s ib ly  20 mm, o r  th e re a b o u t, gun f i r e  coming in  a t  a h ig h  
a lt i tu d e  toward the  USS HORTON (DD 948) which was between us  
(RICHARD S .  EDWARDS) and the  source o f the  gfun f i r e .  The re  
appeared to  be some t ra c e r  e f fe c t  p r io r  to  e xp lo s io n  o f  these  
o b je c ts . D ista nc e  could be determ ined by me b u t they appeared 
to  be away s h o r t  o f  th e  USS MORTON and a t ,  I  repeat a ve ry  
h ig h  a l t i t u d e .  The e x p lo s io n  fr<xn these  o b je c ts  appeared to  
be b lue in  d o lo r .  Th e re  were ve ry  many, p o s s ib ljr  a hundred o r  
moire. T h i s  occurred approxim ate ly  10 to  15 m inutes a f t e r  the  
MORTON f i r s t  opened repeated f i r e .  I  have no idea o f  th e  tim e  
o f n ig h t by the  c lo c k . Observed by me from  the  03 le v e l and 
th e  02 le v e l in  p la in  view  in  th a t  o rd e r.

I  c e r t i f y  th a t  th e  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f  my knowledge.

/ s /  George T .  Green
GEORGE THEODORE GREEN

19 September 1964

Ey e w itn e ss Statem ent o f Green, George T . ,  672 08 40 , CSCA, USN.

'Secret--
C O P Y  SECifflT
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Ey e w itn e ss Statem ent o f  NORDINE, A lto n  A . ,  419 93 0 5 , USN.

I ,  A lto n  A, N o rd ine , 419 93 0 5 , GMG2, USN, am mount Captain  
f o r  mount 31 in  between the  b a r re l o f  th e  mount. When we f i r e d  
I  saw f la s h e s  in  re tu rn  o f  the  f i r i n g  th a t  we d id  and had tim e , 
when we f i r e d  th e re  was a re tu rn  f la s h  from  o u r beam. T h is  
was about 2300 on 18 September 1964, The f la s h e s  came from  
o u r beam. When USS MORTON f i r e d  the  w arning sh o t a re tu rn  f i r e  
from  o u r p o rt beam. I  c o u ld n ’ t  hear a n y th in g , b u t I  saw the  
f la s h e s .

I  c e r t i f y  th a t the  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
the  b e st o f  my knowledge.

/ s /  A lto n  A lv in  Nordine  
ALTON ALVIN NORDINE

19 September 1964

Se c re t
s e c r e t
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I ,  Jesse D. Shepherd, on o r  about the  18 September 1964 d id  
see w h ile  on my General Q u a rte rs  s ta t io n .  A t o r  about 2130 
t ra c e rs  b u l le t s  being f i r e d  in  the  d ire c t io n  o f the  USS MORTON 
(DD 9 4 8 ) . A lso  I  saw, th e  same n ig h t ,  re f le c t io n s  o f  a sm a ll 
c r a f t .

I  c e r t i f y  th a t the  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f my knowledge.

/ s /  Jesse D. Shepherd
JESSE DOUGLAS SHEPHERD

19 September 1964

Secre^
C O P Y  5 Ee R ET
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I ,  Pa u l E .  Sherman, SM2, 429 86 9 1 , USN, in  th e  e a rly  m orning  
h o u rs  o f  19 September 1964, o r  la te  on th e  n ig h t o f  the  1 8 th  
September 1964 w h ile  s ta n d in g  Signalman o f  the  Watch, p o rt s id e ,  
was lo o k in g  th ro ug h s h ip s  b in o c u la rs  on a re la t iv e  bearing  o f  
about 270® w h ile  USS MORTON was f i r i n g  to  p o r t ,  no tice d  what 
appeared to  be re tu rn  f i r e  from  the h o rizo n  ( o f f  MORTON*s p o rt  
beam). I t  looked som ething l ik e  t ra c e r b u l le t s  o r som ething to  
th a t  e f fe c t .  A t f i r s t  I  thought i t  was an a i r c r a f t  f i r i n g  a t  
u s but the  lo n g e r I  watched i t ,  i t  appeared to  come from  the  
h o r iz o n .

I  c e r t i f y  th a t  th e  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f  my knowledge.

Eye w itn e ss Sta tem ent o f SHERMAN. Pa u l E . , SM2, 429 86 9 1 , USN

/ s /  Pa u l Edward Sherman 
PAUL EDWARD SHERMAN

19 September 1964

Cnornt•^TfTtrrtTr
C O P Y  ' <SEeiffiT
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I ,  Theodore D. Brown, J r . ,  SM2, 515 28 6 2 , USN, w h ile  s ta n d in g  
watch on the  S ig n a l B rid g e  o f  the  USS RICHARD S .  EDWARDS (DD 950) 
w h ile  th e  s h ip  was a t General Q u a rte rs , s ig h te d  the  fo llo w in g  
th in g s .  On 18 September 1964, w h ile  USS MORTON (DD 948) was 
220 re la t iv e  from  USS RICHARD S .  EDWARDS (DD 950) and on a 
f i r i n g  ru n , to  the  b e st o f knowledge an u n id e n t if ie d  su rfa c e  
c r a f t  on re la t iv e  be a ring  290® was re tu rn in g  f i r e .  I t  appeared 
to  be tra c e rs  going o ve r USS MORTON’ s m ast, p lu s  u iid e n t if ie d  
c o n ta c ts was f i r i n g  a t the  same tim e as USS MORTON (DD 948) .

I  c e r t i f y  th a t the  above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t to  
th e  b e st o f my knowledge.

Secret
SECRET

Ey e w itn e ss Statem ent o f BROWN, Theodore D «, J r « ,  SM2, 515 28 6 2 , USN

/ s /  Theodore Dale Brown, J r .  
THEODORE DALE BROWN, JR.

19 September 1964

Secret-
C O P Y  SECRET
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Seefet

The MORTON had f i r e d  a w arning sh o t and s h o r t ly  a f te r  the  
EDWARDS f i r e d  a w arning s h o t.  I  then saw an exchange o f f i r e  
between the MORTON and o th e r s h ip s  o r s h ip .  I  saw what seemed 
to  be sm a ll b u rs t  o f p ro je c t i le s  o f f  the  p o rt s id e  o f the  
MORTON which were about 200 fe e t h igh o f f  the  water and about 
1000 to  2000 yards s h o r t .  The b u rs t  were staggered in  
d ista n c e  but in  a sweep to  take in  the  le n g th  o f the  MORTON. 
Then we began to  re tu rn  the  f i r e  a ls o . T h i s  a l l  took place 
c lo se  to  2000, 18 September 1964.

I  c e r t i f y  th a t the above sta tem ent i s  complete and c o rre c t 
to  the b e st o f my knowledge.

Ey e w itn e ss Statem ent o f D A ILY , R ic h a rd  W ., CS3, 691 71 18, USN

/ s /  R ic h a rd  Wayne D a ily  
RICHARD WAYNE DAILY

19 September 1964

COPY
Se e fst
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sta tem ent and recorded tim e s and events o f OLMSTEAD, Thomas J , , 
595 20 69 , SN, USN, S ta rb o a rd  lo o k o u t, USS MORTON (DD 9 4 8 ),
18 September 1964

I  was the  s ta rb o a rd  lo oko ut j u s t  p r io r  to  genera l q u a rte rs  
on the n ig h t o f  18 September 1964.

About 1935 I  was s ta rb o a rd  lo o k o u t. The moon was b r ig h t .
We were heading in to  i t ,  bearing  035® -  045 R . J u s t  o f f  
the  s ta rb o a rd  bow I  saw a ve ry  dim l ig h t  on the h o rizo n  
w ith  steady b e a ring . I  to ld  M r, Cooper, JOOD, o f  my 
c o n ta c t, M r. Cooper checked the  radar and came back and 
to ld  me th e re  seemed to  be a contact in  th a t d ire c t io n .
My r e l i e f  then came up to  re lie v e  me. I  to ld  him I  saw a 
l ig h t  th a t was e ith e r  a re f le c t io n  o f f  the  moon o r a l ig h t  
on the h o riz o n . A t th a t tim e my r e l i e f ,  WOLF, R a u l L o u is ,
698 32 46 , SA, USN, took o ve r, and I  went up to  the  03 deck 
to  look a t i t  some more w ith  the  sky lookout g la sse s . I  
was a d ju s t in g  them when I  heard some one say, "Sound 
General Q u a r te rs . "  I  then went to  Magazine 53, my GQ 
s ta t io n .  The more I  th in k  about i t  I  re c a l l  th a t i t  was 
a steady l ig h t  and no t a re f le c t io n ,  as a re f le c t io n  v a r ie s  
o f f  and on w ith  the  waves.

/ s /  Thomas J .  Olmstead

W itn e sse d ;

/ s /  R . J .  Roye r, L T ,  USN 
R . J .  ROYER, L T ,  USN

C O P Y
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Statem ent and recorded tim e s and event o f  HUTCHINSON, C a rl L , , 
428 03 03, CMG2, USN, GQ S ta t io n  L  CMC, MT 52.

W h ile  MT 52 was in  cease f i r e  s ta tu s  I  saw h i t s  from  MT 31 
take ta rg e t under f i r e ,  saw f la s h e s  o f p ro je c t i le s  b u rs t in g  
around i t .  Then saw a f la s h  about 10 tim e s b r ig h te r  than  
p ro je c t i le  f la s h ,  looked l ik e  some o i l  smoke fo llo w in g  the  
f la s h .

/ s /  C a rl L .  H u tch inson

19 September 1964

W itne sse d :

/ s /  R . J .  Royer
R . J .  ROYER, L T ,  DSN

C O P Y
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sta tem ent and recorded t in e s  and events o f EGGE, Sh e rid a n  L . ,
699 28 16, SA, USN, A f te r  Lookout, USS MORTON (DD 948)

J u s t  came on watch about 1945 on 18 September, put on phones 
and c a lle d  the  b rid ge  I  was on the  l in e .  About th re e  m inutes  
a f te r  th a t I  saw MT 53 tu rn  to  p o r t ,  which c a lle d  my a tte n t io n  
th e  the  p o rt s id e . I  saw a dim d i r t y  w h ite  l ig h t  about h a lf  
way to  the  h o riz o n , low on the  w a te r. I t  looked l ik e  i t  was 
moving toward the  MORTON. R ig h t a f te r  th a t I  heard General 
Q u a rte rs  sounded. I  then went to  Re p a ir 3 which i s  my GQ 
s ta t io n .

/ s /  She rid a n  L .  Egge

W itne sse d :

/ s /  R . J .  Royer
R . J .  ROYER, LTJG , USN

C O P Y
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STATEMENT OF DARLING, M ichael N . , 597 12 93, SN, USN, USS 
MORTON (DD 948)

We were locked on a contact o f f  the  p o rt beam. As i t  came 
in  i t  s p l i t  in to  two c o nta c ts and a s h o rt  tim e la te r  i t  
s p l i t  aga in. A l l  the  tim e the range was c lo s in g . 1 was 
w atching fo r  i t  w ith  the  ra n g e fin d e r when I  saw i t .  The  
contact was a sm a ll,  b la c k , shape less o b jec t no t p a rt o f  
the  plane o f the  sea. Only saw i t  fo r  a s h o r t  tim e , then  
lo s t  i t .  1 d id  no t see i t  aga in. My GQ s ta t io n  i s  
Rang e find e r O perator f o r  D ire c to r  51.

/ s /  M ichael N. D a r lin g  
M ichael N. DARLING

W itne sse d :

/ s /  R . J .  Royer 
R . J .  ROYER 
LTJG , USN

C O P Y
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STATEMENT AND RECORDED TIM ES AND EVENTS OF LANCE CORPORAL 
James H a ro ld  STANTON, USMC, 1ST RADIO BATTALION, ECM OPERATOR 
AND MEMBER OF DESOTO TEAM EMBARKED IN  USS MORTON (DD 9 4 8 ),
18 SEPTEMBER 1964

1950 -  C ontacts were re p o rte d  and sh ip  went to  GQ. I  was 
on the  ECM gear.

2016H- S h ip  f i r e d  f i r s t  sh o t a t ta rg e t fo r  w arn ing .

2019H- Heard second sh o t f i r e d .  I  was s i t t i n g  next to  
C O TTRELL, R D l,  who was on SP S-1 0 . Second round  
seemed to  h i t  ta rg e t .  Ta rg e t disappeared.

2021H- Heard fo u r  rounds f i r e d .

2022H- One round heard. Jamming s ta r te d  on ECM a t t h i s  tim e . 
On fre q  spectrum 2700-3200 mcs. I  was sea rch ing  t h i s  
spectrum a t t h i s  tim e lo o k in g  fo r  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a rs  
when jamming commenced. Jamming continued f o r  about 
35 m inutes u n t i l  about 2105. Jamming v a rie d  from  
complete b lankout o f the  scope to  where no s ig n a l  
could p o s s ib ly  be d is t in g u is h e d  to  a weak s ig n a l  
la s t in g  no t over 10 seconds. Bo th  audio and video  
gain were noted to  be extrem ely s tro n g , so much so  
th a t I  had to  take my earphones o f f ,  then cut the  
gain down and l i s t e n  w ith  earphones in  my hand.

2980 JHS
2203H- Picked up p o ss ib le  skinhead fre q  8880, 4 photos taken, 

re c o rd in g  made o f about 3 m inutes d u ra tio n . ( R .S .  
EDWARDS re p o rte d  same to  u s . )  I  then tu rn e d  to  t h i s  
f re q  and picked up the  recorded s ig n a l.

/ s /  L/C PL James H. S ta n to n

W itn e sse d ;

/ s / R .  J .  Royer 
R . J .  ROYER 
LTJG , USN

C O P Y
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From : Main B a tte ry  O f f ic e r ,  USS MORTON (DD 948)
T o ;  Commander D e s tro y e r D iv is io n  F IF T Y  TWO 
V ia : Commanding O f f ic e r ,  USS MORTON (DD 948)

Su b J: Su rfa c e  engagement, n ig h t o f 18 September 1964

1 . A t C o n d itio n  3 Watch. F i r s t  ta rg e t picked up approxim ately  
1940. Locked on and tra c k in g  1945. Range 7 ,0 0 0  y a rd s. Ta rg e t  
c lo s in g  a t h igh speeds 150° t ru e ,  20 k n o ts . 1950 General Q u a rte rs  
s e t .  2016 one round f i r e d  a c ro ss ta rg e t ’ s  bow. Ta rg e t  
continued to  c lo se  a t h igh  speed. 1921 commenced ra p id  
co ntinuo us f i r e .  F i r s t  few rounds noted to  be s h o r t  o f ta rg e t .  
Received p lu s  500 yards sp o t from gun c o n tro l.  Sho t then noted
to  be long by radar and a minus 300 yard sp o t s e t .  Sho t then  
appeared to  be d ire c t ly  on ta rg e t .  A f te r  se v e ra l rounds 
appeared d ire c t ly  on ta rg e t range ceased c lo s in g  and ta rg e t  
disappeared from scope. Ceased f i r i n g  2023.

2 . Tra c k  se v e ra l ta rg e ts  a t approxim ately 13 ,000  yards in to
11 ,000  y a rd s . A t t h i s  tim e ta rg e ts  appeared to  s p l i t ,  one 
c lo s in g , one s ta y in g  a t approxim ate ly 11 ,000  y a rd s. Tra c k  
c lo s in g  ta rg e t in to  approxim ate ly 5 ,0 0 0  yards a t which tim e  
ta rg e t opened in  range, w h ile  second ta rg e t c losed a t h igh  
ra te  o f speed. T h i s  seemed to  be t h e i r  designed method o f  
a tta c k . Experienced d i f f i c u l t y  in  tra c k in g  c lo s in g  ta rg e ts  
because o f sm a ll radar re tu rn  and Jamming. Jamming was in  
the  form  o f radar in te r fe re n c e , to  w i t :  s in e  wave e f fe c ts  on 
b and e sweeps, sp ike  e f fe c ts  and brought b lo t  out e f fe c ts  on 
A and R sweep. A l l  incoming ta rg e ts  were tracked and e ith e r  
locked on o r g a ite d . Th roughout engagement encountered b lo t  
out e f fe c ts  on a l l  sweeps s im i la r  to  weather o r Jamming. Upon 
many occasions ta rg e ts  seemed to  head fo r  these  areas o f cover. 
Changing fre q u e n c ie s and p u lse  re p e t i t io n  ra te  e lim in a te d  most 
o f the e le c tro n ic  e f fe c ts  (Jamming). Ta rg e ts  were taken under 
f i r e  d u rin g  t h i s  tim e tw ic e . A t tim e s 2026 commenced f i r i n g ,
2027 ceased f i r i n g ;  tim e 2032 commenced f i r i n g ,  2035 ceased 
f i r i n g .

3 . Received d e s ig n a tio n  o f ta rg e t a t 8 ,0 0 0  yards c lo s in g  a t 
h igh speeds, 22 k n o ts . 2039 taken under f i r e .  Sho t appeared 
to  be d ire c t ly  on ta rg e t in  radar scope. Ta rg e t obscured by 
sp la sh e s and disappeared from  scope. Ceased f i r i n g  2043 a t 
range 4 ,0 0 0  y a rd s.

19 September 1964

C O P Y
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4 . Received d e s ig n a tio n  o f ta rg e t c lo s in g  a t h igh speed.
2114 f i r e d  round a c ro ss i t s  bow. Ta rg e t observed to  tu rn  
away and open range.

5 . Received d e s ig n a tio n  o f ta rg e t a t 15 ,000  y a rd s. Locked
on and observed two sm a ll ta rg e ts .  Ta rg e t s p l i t ,  one m a in ta in in g  
i t s  range, the o th e r c lo s in g . Locked on c lo s in g  ta rg e t a t
11 ,000  y a rd s. 2126 f i r e d  warning sh o t a c ross the  bow. Ta rg e t  
continued to  c lose  in  range. Time 2131 commenced f i r i n g  a t 
range 9 ,0 0 0  y a rd s. Ta rg e t com pletely obscured by s h o t.
E s tim a te d  20 ro und s. No ta rg e t v i s ib le  on scope when sh o t 
sp la sh  c leared away. Ceased f i r i n g  2132.

6 . S e v e ra l more ta rg e ts  tracked but not taken under f i r e  when 
range opening.

7 . NOTES:

1. Heavy e le c tro n ic  jamming o r in te rfe re n c e  noted d u rin g  
f i r s t  p a rt o f engagement.

2 . Ta rg e ts  th ro ug ho ut appeared extrem ely s m a ll, ve ry  
d i f f i c u l t  to  lock on and tra c k . Though we were able to  tra c k  
most ta rg e ts  a t a l l  tim e s e ith e r  by being locked on o r ga ited  
in .

3 . 3 . One ta rg e t tracked a t p lu s  30 k n o ts , the  r e s t  tra c k in g  
approxim ate ly 20 to  23.

Very R e s p e c tfu lly ,

/ s /  R . J .  Royer 
R . J .  ROYER 
LTJG , USN
Main B a tte ry  O ff ic e r

C O P Y
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COMMUNICATIONS

FACTS;

In c id e n t to  th e  DeSoto P a t ro l  o p e ra tio n s in  the  G u lf o f  
To n k in  on 18 and 19 September. CTU 7 7 .6 .6  in  MORTON, 
accompanied by EDWARDS, was re q u ire d  to  p rocess a h ig h ly  
abnormal amount o f  communication t r a f f i c ,  both incoming and 
o u tg o in g , most o f  which was o f h igh  precedence re q u ir in g  
the  most ra p id  h a nd ling  p o s s ib le .  On 18 and 19 September, 
f o r  example, CTU 7 7 .6 .6  and MORTON handled a to ta l  o f  145 
and 148 messages re s p e c tiv e ly  which re p re se nte d  an inc rease  
o f over 300% o f  t h e i r  normal t r a f f i c  load . Of even g re a te r 
s ig n if ic a n c e  i s  th e  fa c t th a t  on 18 September CTU 7 7 .6 .6  and 
MORTON processed a t o t a l  o f  41 o f f - l i n e  encrypted messages 
com prising  5 ,7 5 8  encrypted g roup s. On 19 September t h i s  was 
increased to  53 messages c o n s is t in g  o f  6 ,6 5 6  encrypted g roups. 
T h i s  i s  in  c o n tra s t to  a normal load o f 6 o f f - l i n e  messages 
p er day to ta l in g  1 ,1 1 0  g roup s. The genera l r e s u l t  o f t h i s  
heavy inc re a se  o f h ig h  precedence t r a f f i c  was th a t  CTU 
7 7 .6 .6 ,  w ith  the  p re se n t communication c a p a b ility  o f  h is  
f la g s h ip ,  was unable to  p ro v id e  re a l tim e communication 
re p o rt in g  and response to  u rg e n t re q u e sts  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
rece ived  from  h ig h e r a u th o r i ty .  In  o rd e r to  analyze the  
f a i lu r e  o f  t r a f f i c  f lo w , the  problem was reviewed in  two 
s te p s .  One, the  incoming message f lo w  and tw o, the  o u tg o ing , 
w ith  the  problem s a tte nd a nt to  each.

A. Incom ing. The o n ly  means th a t both s h ip s  had to  
re c e ive  t r a f f i c  v ia  te le ty p e w r ite r  was the  GR b roadcast, 
which i s  an o n - lin e  100 wpm c i r c u i t .  I t  sho u ld  be noted 
th a t t h i s  c i r c u i t  i s  c leared f o r  in fo rm a tio n  o f a c l a s s i f i ­
c a tio n  up to  and in c lu d in g  S e c re t, and re q u ire s  no manual 
d e c ryp tio n  p rocess by s h ip s  p e rso nne l except f o r  messages o f  
a Top Se c re t c la s s i f ic a t io n .  A n a ly s is  o f  s h ip s  re c o rd s , 
in c lu d in g  lo g s , messages and d e liv e re d  copies o f  messages, 
d is c lo s e s  th a t  the  broadcast re c e p tio n  aboard MORTON was 
h ig h ly  re l ia b le  d u rin g  18 th  and 19 th  September and no 
appreciable de lays in  incoming t r a f f i c  can be a t t r ib u te d  to  
t h i s  means o f  d e liv e ry  o f  t r a f f i c  c la s s i f ie d  Se c re t and 
below. On th e  18 th  and 1 9 th , however, de lays were 
encountered in  p ro c e ss in g  16 incoming messages because o f  
t h e i r  Top Se c re t c la s s i f ic a t io n  which re q u ire d  manual o f f - l i n e  
d e c ry p tio n . The  speed o f the  o f f - l i n e  d e c ryp tio n  was degraded 
d r a s t ic a l ly  by th e  fa c t th a t  the  s h ip s  o n ly  re p e rfo ra to r^
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which s u p p lie s  a te le ty p e  tape to  be used fo r  d e c ryp tio n  
in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  a mechanical tape reader o p e ra tin g  a t 
60 wpm could no t be u t i l i z e d  due to  in c o rre c t w ir in g  o f  patch 
panels in  th e  communication c e n te r. C onsequently, these  
messages had to  be broken by hand ty p in g .

B . O utgoing. U n lik e  the  re c e ive  s id e , n e ith e r  MORTON 
no r EDWARDS had an o n - lin e  c ryp to g ra ph ic  c a p a b ility .  A l l  
outgo ing  c la s s i f ie d  t r a f f i c  was tra n sm itte d  on a CW sh ip  
sho re  c i r c u i t  to  NATCOUMSTA P H IL  and had to  be manually  
encrypted be fo re  tra n s m is s io n . T h i s  sh ip  shore  c i r c u i t ,  
a lthough h ig h ly  re l ia b le  d u rin g  th e  tim e in  q u e s tio n , was 
l im ite d  to  a speed o f  approxim ate ly  18 to  20 wpm. T h i s  tim e  
consuming o f f - l i i e  o p e ra tio n  was compounded by the  fa c t th a t  
th e  same c ryp to  machines used in  d e c ryp ting  Top Se c re t 
incoming messages appearing on the  b roadcast, as described  
above, were re q u ire d  f o r  the  e n c ry p tio n  o f a l l  outgo ing  
c la s s i f ie d  t r a f f i c .

T ra n sm is s io n  o f  o f f - l i n e  encrypted messages on the CW 
s h ip  sho re  c i r c u i t  occasioned fu r th e r  de lays in  ha nd ling  
a t NATCOUMSTA P B IL  s in c e  th a t s ta t io n  had to  prepare a 
te le ty p e  tape from  the  typed page copy p r io r  to  de c ryp ting  
th e  messages f o r  onward ro u t in g  v ia  o n - lin e  c i r c u i t s .  The  
fo llo w in g  examples o f messages rece ived and answered by 
CTU 7 7 .6 .6  show g ra p h ic a lly  the  tim e delays a t t r ib u ta b le :
(a) to  th e  d ra ft in g / re le a s in g  p rocess in  the  F la g s h ip , (b) 
th e  o f f - l i n e  e n c ry p tio n  and CW tra n sm is s io n  p rocess on 
board and (c) the  o f f - l i n e  e n c ry p tio n  p rocess a t the  
COMMSTA:

1 . Incoming message:

O rig  DTG PREC TOR on BCST

CINCPACFLT 182243Z - 0 -  190230Z

lA . Outgoing R e p ly :

O rig  DTG TOR Sh ip  COMMCEN TOD to  FWD by
-------- ------  -------------- ---------------- COMMSTA TOWMSTA

CTU 7 7 .6 .6  192017Z 192017Z 2U0251Z 2UD406Z’

2 . Incoming Message:

O rig  DTG PREC TOR on BCST

CNO 182225Z ZZ  182236Z
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2A, Outgoing Re p ly ;

O rig  DTG TOR SH IP  COMMCEN TOD to  FWD by
---- ^  ---- ------------------------------COiQ^TA W iiiiT A

CTU 7 7 .6 .6  190138Z 190138Z 190226Z 190308Z"

3 . Incoming Message:

Q rig  DTG PREC TOR on BCST

CINCPACFLT 190354Z ZZ  190446Z

3A. Outgoing R e p ly :

O rlg  DTG TOR SH IP  COMMCEN TOD to  FWD by
COHHSta  “ COHHSTa

CTU 7 7 .6 .6  190514Z 190514Z 15TT611Z“  1306262"

4 . Incoming Message:

O rlg  DTG PREC TOR on BCST

CINCPACFLT 190711Z ZZ  190729Z

4A. Outgoing Re p ly :

O rlg  DTG TOR SH IP  COMMCEN TOD to  FWD by
---- ^ ---- ------------------------------COTHStA COiiHSTA

c ru  7 7 .6 .6  190751Z 190751Z 19O T46Z" 15U503Z”

5 . Incoming Message:

O rlg  DTG PREC TOR on BCST

CINCPACFLT 190234Z ZZ  190500Z

5A. Outgoing R e p ly :

O rlg  DTG TOR SH IP  COMMCEN TOD to  FWD by
----- -------------------------  “ C0BH5TA T D B H S t a

CNO 191602Z 191602Z l^ T T S S Z ”  191802Z

14 Se c tio n s  T o ta l  -  13 Se c tio n s  se n t v ia  o n - lin e  from  
USS COLUMBUS

6 . Incoming Message:

O rlg  DTG Prec TOR on BCST

CNO 182240Z ZZ  190045Z
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6A. Outgoing R e p ly :

O rig  DTG
c n rTTE .e  TWnoz

TOR SH IP  COMMCEN
------- T§ G7zm -------

TOD to  
COMMSTA
is g g'5'oz

FWD by 
COMMSTA 

191040Z

7 . Incoming Message: 

O rig  DTG

CINCPAC 182006Z

PREC

ZZ

7A. Outgoing R e p ly : 

O rig  DTG

CTU 7 7 .6 .6 182204Z

TOR SH IP  COMMCEN 

182204Z

TOR on BCST 

182128Z

TOD to  FWD by 
COMMSTA COMMSTA

182301Z 190025Z

Exam ina tion o f the above f ig u re s  shows th a t a lthough communi­
c a tio n  ha nd ling  tim e s were unacceptable f o r  the n a tu re  o f the  
t r a f f i c  concerned, n o t a l l  the delays in  response can be a t­
t r ib u te d  to  the mechanics o f  communications. In  many in s ta n c e s  
a co nside rab le  lapse o f  tim e between re c e ip t o f messages re ­
q u ir in g  re p ly  and the re le a se  o f such re p l ie s  to  the s h ip ’ s  
communication c e n te r i s  re a d ily  apparent.

2 . O p in io n s: i t  i s  re a d ily  apparent th a t the requirem ent fo r  
ra p id  d isse m in a tio n  o f in fo rm a tio n  to  be a v a ila b le  to  the  
P re s id e n t and the JCS as w e ll as to  the u n if ie d  commander and 
F le e t  Commanders in  C h ie f in  o rd e r th a t a c o n s ta n tly  up-dated  
p ic tu re  o f an o p e ra tio n  be c o n tin u o u s ly  a v a ila b le  cannot be 
met w ith  the p re se n t l im ite d  c a p a b ility  o f  many u n i t s  o f the  
Naval O pera ting  F o rc e s . I t  i s  necessary th a t the b e st p o ss ib le  
to o ls  c o n s is te n t w ith  the s ta te  o f the a r t  be provided our 
s h ip s  now in  o rd e r th a t p re se n t tim e consuming communications 
procedures can be e lim in a te d  th u s  enabling  ra p id  d isse m in a tio n  
o f in fo rm a tio n  to  h ig h e r a u th o r ity  d u rin g  im p o rta n t o p e ra tio n s .  
S p e c if ic a l ly ,  s h ip s  o p e ra tin g  in  fo rw ard  areas must have 
modern high-powered t ra n s m it te r s ,  re c e iv e rs  w ith  the  h ig h e s t  
s e n s i t i v i t y ,  o n - lin e  c ryp to g ra p h ic  equipment, and e ffe c t iv e  
te le ty p e  syste m s. The necessary program to  accelera te  the  
m o d e rn iza tio n  o f a f lo a t  communications was subm itted  by the  
Navy and rece ived SECDEF approval in  November 1963. The  
program i s  t ie d  to  the s h ip  overhau l cycle and w i l l  take
3-4  yea rs to  complete.

3 .  C o n c lu sio n . No su rfa c e  s h ip s  assigned to  t h i s  type o f  
m iss io n  which have to  re ly  on a CW mode o f t ra n sm is s io n  and
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an o f f - l i n e  c ryp to g ra p h ic  system  can communicate ra p id ly  
enough to  p ro v id e  the  in fo rm a tio n  requested by h ig h e r a u th o r-  
ty  w ith in  th e  d e s ire d  tim e fram e. Fo rc es assigned to  the  
DESOTO P a t r o l  sh o u ld  in  the  fu t i i r e  have o n - lin e  c ryp to g ra ph ic  
equipment in s ta l le d  and checked o u t p r io r  to  t h e i r  a r r iv a l  
on s ta t io n .

4 . Recommendations:

A. Th a t the  Navy A flo a t  Communications Prc^ram  he ac­
complished w ith o u t s lip p a g e .

B .  Th a t the  Navy KW-7 in s t a l la t io n  program be m od ified  
as necessary to  p rov id e  designated u n i t s  now deployed o r  
su b je c t to  deployment w ith  an o n - lin e  s h ip - to -s h o re  capa­
b i l i t y .

C. Th a t th e  h ig h  speed o f f - l i n e  c ryp to g ra p h ic  program  
(KW-8) be accelerated so  th a t e x is t in g  aiKl f u t i i r e  o n - lin e  
broadcast re c e ive  system s can be u t i l i z e d  f o r  Top Se c re t 
and L im ite d  D is t r ib u t io n  messages.

5 . In te r im  A c tio n s Taken:

A. CX)MSEVENTHFLT has been provided a sm a ll pool o f  
KW-7 equipments so  th a t  each DESOTO P a t r o l  s h ip  can be 
f i t t e d  w ith  two KW-7 and a n c il la ry  d e v ic e s.
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En c lo su re  (5)

Weather and Sonar C o n d itio n  Summary

_SECBEL
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Weather and Sonar C o n d itio n  Suwinary

Weather C o n d itio n s .

Th roughout the p e rio d  182000H -  190100H the sea was 

calm (sea s ta te  1) and w inds were fro ®  3 4 ^  to  010° 8 to  13 

k n o ts . A lthough a h a l f - f u l l  moon provided patches o f l ig h t  

in  some a rea s, sc a tte re d  c lo u d s, coverage o f about 50 percent 

w ith  a s o l id  dark c loud and thunderhead b lanke t along the  

h o riz o n , reduced v i s i b i l i t y  to  about 4 m ile s . F la sh e s  o f  

heat l ig h tn in g  in  the  d ista n c e  fu r th e r  reduced e ffe c t iv e  

n ig h t v is io n .

Moon,

Tim e 182000H 

Approx L a t itu d e  18-45N  

Approx Lo ng itud e  1 0 6 -5 2 .8E 

A lt i tu d e  3 7 -4 7 .8  

AZIMUTH 0 4 4 .5 ° T  

Sonar C o n d itio n s .

D u rin g  the p e rio d  covered by t h i s  re p o r t ,  no Bathytherm o­

graph drops were made due to  the  sh a llo w  depth (80-90  fe e t)  o f  

the  w a te r. F o r t h i s  depth, sonar c o n d itio n s  were considered  

to  be g e n e ra lly  good. W h ile  t ra v e lin g  a t medium speeds 

(15-20  k n o ts)  w ith  sonar in  A c tive  mode, bamboo p o les and 

sm a ll f i s h in g  c ra f t  were detected a t ranges up to  8000 y a rd s.

TO iF^EC RBT—^
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In  P a ss iv e  mode a t mediun speeds, s l ig h t  n o ise  spokes were 

encountered from  150° -  210° ( re la t iv e )  on the sonar scope. 

D u rin g  the  e n t i re  p e rio d  o f su rfa c e  a c tio n  sonar was in  

P a ss iv e  mode o f o p e ra tio n .

When t ra v e lin g  a t h igh  speeds ( in  excess o f 27 k n o ts ) ,  

d e te c tio n  c a p a b ility  was g re a tly  reduced by own s h ip 's  

n o ise  and sonar dome c a v ita t io n . In  P a ss iv e  mode a t h igh  

speed, the  sonar scope was p ra c t ic a lly  com pletely blanked  

from  090° -  2 7 0 °, D u rin g  h ig h  speed tu rn s ,  the  e n t ire  

sonar scope was blanked, re n d e rin g  d e te c tio n  c a p a b ility  

p ra c t ic a lly  ze ro .

(N ote : Sonar was in  p a ss ive  mode d u rin g  e n t i re  p e rio d  
o f a c tio n .)

T gp^̂a ic n BT-
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En c lo su re  (6)

Sta tem e nts o f DESDIV 52/ USS MORTON/ USS EDWARDS
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^ ^ — -  22 September 1964

SfieSET-

From : Captain E rn e s t  E .  H O LLYFIELD , J r . ,  283440/1100, USN 

S u b j; Sta tem ent fo r  D isc u ss io n  on DESOTO P a t ro l  o f September 

R e f:  CINCPACFLT 210112Z

E n e l:  (1) D e ta ile d  c h ro n o lo g ic a l n a rra t iv e  o f event

I  am in  my twenty-second year as an o f f ic e r  in  the U .S .  

Navy. In  a d d it io  to  o f f ic e r  years I  spent th re e  years a t 

the U .S .  Naval Academy, g raduating  in  1943. I  have spent 

f i f t e e n  o f those  o f f ic e r  years on sea d u ty , fo u r  on shore  duty  

and th re e  on fo re ig n  shore  d u ty , one o f which was a t the  

U .S .  Naval War C o llege . Command o f D e stro y e r D iv is io n  F IF T Y  

TWO i s  my fo u r th  command a t sea.

I  was J u s t  p re p a rin g  to  depart from  the  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith  

my d iv is io n  a t the  tim e o f the  MADDOX in c id e n t in  the  To n k in  

G u lf ,  and had the good fo r tu n e  to  see th e  tremendous impact 

th a t U .S .  re a c tio n  to  th e  MADDOX case had on the  American 

p u b lic . I  watched P re s id e n t Johnson on te le v is io n ,  and 

appreciated then the  urgency o f h is  needing to  know what had 

happened be fore  he ordered a r e t a l ia t io n  a g a in st the  N o rth  

Vietnam ese.

I  knew then th a t i t  was w e ll p o ss ib le  th a t I  would have 

the  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  le a d ing  another p a tro l up in to  the  

To n k in  G u lf ,  and commenced p rep a ring  m yse lf and my s t a f f  

f o r  the  e ve n t. When I  became Commander o f the  Taiwan

C 0 p Y se e R E T-
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P a t ro l  Fo rc e , the  f i l e s  o f p re v io u s DESOTO p a tro ls  came in to  

my custody, as p a rt o f my d u t ie s .  I  read each o f the  f i l e s  

a v id ly , and searched fo r  weak p o in ts  and how I  could overcome 

them. The MADDOX-TURNER JOY f i l e  I  read over se v e ra l t in e s .  

The p re p a ra tio n s  f o r  re p o rt in g  to  h ig h e r a u th o r ity  which I  

made are contained in  e nc lo su re  (1) h e re to , and I  w i l l  not 

re i te ra te  them.

I  conducted the f i r s t  day o f my assigned DESOTO P a t ro l  on 

17 September 1964, a f te r  the  p a tro l had been tw ice delayed by 

h ig h e r a u th o r ity .  On the  n ig h t o f the  17 th  I  r e t i r e d  in to  the  

To n k in  G u lf on an evasive  tra c k  to  avoid a tra p  o r ambush, 

u s in g  EMCON to  the  b e st advantage. D u rin g  the  n ig h t o f the  

17 th  1 had been fo llo w e d  a t a d ista nc e  o f about te n  m ile s  by 

two unknown c r a f t ,  and tracked by a N o rth  Vietnamese shore  

s ta t io n  as I  proceeded in  fo r  the  second day’ s  p a tro l on the  

1 8 th . D u rin g  th e  p a tro l on the  1 8 th , no N o rth  Vietnamese 

naval c ra f t  were s ig h te d , a lthough we were tracked by shore  

s ta t io n s  and re p o rte d  re g u la r ly  by Junks w ith  antennas. I  

knew th a t we were being ve ry  c lo s e ly  watched, and th a t i f  we 

were to  have any tro u b le  i t  would probably be th a t n ig h t .

F o r t h i s  reason, I  again took an evasive  p a t ro l,  but t h i s  

tim e a t su s ta in e d  h igh speed (20 k n o ts ) , and d id  not use any 

EHCON procedures, fo r  I  f e l t  we would need our ra d a rs . I t  

was necessary th a t I  s ta y  p re t ty  w e ll up in  the  G u lf ,  fo r  

the  t h i r d  d a y 's  p a tro l would begin w e ll up in  the G u lf .

2 SK fiffTg T___
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I t  was w h ile  on one o f the le g s o f my evasive  n ig h t steam ing  

th a t the a c tio n  being d isc u sse d  today took place.

A t 181929H we were on course 130T, speed 20 k n o ts , sh ip s  

in  column a t 2000 y a rd s, w ith  MORTON in  the  van, when MORTON 

picked up her f i r s t  ra dar c o n ta c t. T h i s  contact was i n i t i a l l y  

picked up on the  p o rt bow a t a bearing  o f 095 T, range 20 ,350  

ya rd s, c lo s in g . T h i s  in  i t s e l f  was not e sp e c ia lly  s ig n i f ic a n t ,  

b u t fu r th e r  p lo ts  showed t h i s  c o nta c t, h e re in a fte r  c a lle d  

’’A LFA ", to  be making about 20 k n o ts . T h i s  was s ig n i f ic a n t ,  

s in c e  no ju n k  made such speed and as ALFA c losed i t  showed 

no l ig h t s .  From t h i s  p o in t on I  watched t h i s  radar contact 

c lo s e ly .  We were no t showing any l ig h t s  e i th e r .

When ALFA c losed to  a range o f 9000 yards and was s t i l l  

c lo s in g  by 1949H, I  decided to  execute a s e r ie s  o f  course  

changes fo r  two re a so n s: F i r s t ,  to  see i f  the  contact would 

a lte r  course to  fo l lo w ,  and Second, s inc e  we had no l ig h t s  

on e ith e r  we could no t claim  any r ig h t  o f way, and our courses  

were convergent. J u s t  in  case the  ta rg e t was aimed a t a tta c k  

I  se n t both s h ip s  to  C o n d itio n  o f Readiness I  and speeded up 

to  25 k n o ts  and to ld  the  s h ip s  to  be ready fo r  f u l l  power. 

S h o r t ly  a f te r  coming to  the new course , which was 2 80 T, MORTON's 

ra dar picked up another h igh speed ta rg e t ,  h e re in a fte r  c a lle d  

”BRAVO” c lo s in g  ra p id ly  (about 20 k n o ts) from  the n o rth w e st, 

be a ring  297T d ista n c e  13 ,700  y a rd s. We were a t t h i s  tim e then  

between two darkened c lo s in g  ta rg e ts .
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A t a lm ost the  same tim e jamming began on the  HICOM N et.

Now, a t t h i s  tim e , I  found m yse lf w ith  two U n ite d  S ta te s  

Navy s h ip s  w e ll up in  the  To n k in  G u lf where two p re v io u s  

a tta c k s had occurred on U .S .  Navy s h ip s ,  faced w ith  two 

darkened, fa s t  moving ta rg e ts  on converging c o u rse s. I  knew 

f u l l  w e ll th a t the  s t r i k in g  power o f the  SEVENTH F L E E T  was to  

the  so u th e a st and ready to  s t r ik e  i f  provoked, and th a t such 

p rovoc a tio n  could w e ll come from  my p a t ro l,  I  f u l l y  appreciated  

the  s e r io u s  im p lic a tio n s  o f an o v e rt act by m yse lf and s h ip s .

I  a lso  knew th a t the U n ite d  S ta te s  could not have one o r 

both o f i t s  s h ip s  damaged o r sunk in  these  w a te rs .

I  in i t ia t e d  a c a l l  f o r  assigned a irc o v e r 15 m inutes to  

the  so u th , and se n t my f i r s t  FLASH message, which u n fo rtu n a te ly  

used the  word ’’a tta c k e d ", which I  c la r i f ie d  in  la te r  messages.

I  now tu rn e d  to  a s o u th e r ly  c o urse , and advised both s h ip s  

th a t i f  the  ta rg e ts  continued to  c lo se  I  would d ire c t  them to  

f i r e  w arning s h o ts ,  then i f  the  ta rg e ts  continued c lo s in g  to  

be ready to  f i r e .  The ta rg e ts  continued c lo s in g , and ALFA 

s p l i t  in to  two c o n ta c ts . I  then d ire c te d  MORTON to  f i r e  a 

w arning sh o t a t ALFA on her p o rt hand. When ALFA continued  

c lo s in g  I  d ire c te d  another w arning sh o t by MORTON. I  designated  

BRAVO as EDWARDS' ta rg e t and ALFA as MORTON's ta rg e t .  ALFA 

continued to  c lo se , jamming was in te n s i fy in g ,  and I  d ire c te d

tCRET 
C O P Y

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



‘ b ; ^ t
SSGKST—

EDWARDS to  f i r e  her vrarning sh o t and then open f i r e  i f  the  

ta rg e t came on. I  d ire c te d  MORTON to  open f i r e .  Bo th  sh ip s  

opened f i r e  a t t h e i r  re sp e c tiv e  ta rg e ts .  C hro no lo g ic a l d e ta i ls  

o f subsequent events are contained in  e nc losure  (1 ) .

A lthough th e re  were many ra in  s q u a lls  around, the moon 

was b r ig h t  and I  could see EDWARDS w e ll.  I  could n o t, and 

d id  n o t, see any ta rg e ts ,  except on the ra d a r. I  observed  

the  f a l l  o f  sh o t c lo s e ly .  D u rin g  the course o f the  next 

h o u r, we engaged what I  would e stim a te  as a t le a s t  fo u r  

d i f fe r e n t  v e s s e ls ,  a tta c k in g  the  same ta rg e ts  more than once.

I  b e lie v e  we sunk one, but cannot prove i t .  D u rin g  th is t im e  

the  s h ip s  were maneuvered on v a rio u s  courses to  g ive b e st 

f i r i n g  a rc s and c lose  new c o n ta c ts . By tim e 2150H we had 

a i r c r a f t  overhead and under p o s it iv e  c o n tro l w ith  f la r e s  and 

weapons. These were d ire c te d  at the  most probable escape 

ro u te s  f o r  Vietnamese c r a f t ,  in  an e f f o r t  to  f in d  the  darkened 

c ra f t  which had converged on u s . We had a lso  worked our way 

w e ll toward the  N o rth  Vietnamese coast and in  range to  be 

tracked by N o rth  Vietnamese shore  s ta t io n s .  F u r th e r ,  d e sp ite  

re p o r ts  a lready s e n t, I  knew th a t I  had to  get out a good 

SITSU M . C rypto f a c i l i t i e s  and tra n s m is s io n  f a c i l i t i e s  in  

MORTON were a lready w orking  to  f u l l  capacity , w ith  messages 

a w a itin g  t ra n s m is s io n . F u r th e r ,  to  the  b e st o f my knowledge

C O P Y
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no sh o ts  had been f i r e d  a t u s , a lthough the  p o s it io n  o f the  

c ra f t  about us was most nenanclng. I f  we had been th rea tened  

in  our r ig h t  to  be in  the  G u lf o f To n k in  we had a lready w e ll 

expressed our d e te rm in a tio n  to  s ta y  th e re  by the  sh o ts  a lready  

f i r e d .  W ith  these  p re ss in g  th o u g h ts in  mind, I  decided to  

open the  N o rth  Vietnamese c o a st, and d ire c t  the  a i r c r a f t  

p re se n t to  the  search fo r  c r a f t .

I  proceeded to  open the  c o a st, meanwhile p re p a ring  and 

s u b m ittin g  my f i r s t  S ITSU M . By t h i s  tim e FLASH messages from  

h ig h e r commands were beg inn ing  to  a r r iv e  a t a ra p id  ra te ,  

a l l  re q u ir in g  near in sta n ta n e o u s re p l ie s .  W h ile  engaged in  

these  re p l ie s ,  I  tu rn e d  my s h ip s  and headed back up in to  the  

G u lf to  augment the  search th rough the  a c tio n  a rea . The  

d e stro y e r RUPERTUS was ordered up to  jo in  u s , and I  vectored  

her in ,  d ire c te d  the  search a i r c r a f t ,  la id  out a search p lan to  

be conducted, and commenced the  search in  d r iv in g  ra in  s q u a lls .  

A l l  the  w h ile , I  was p re p a rin g  answers to  FLASH messages. 

Com position o f a ra t io n a l SITSUM  was Im p o ss ib le . I  re fu se d  

to  say werwere f i r e d  on, when I  d id  no t know we were, and s t i l l  

do n o t. I  knew th a t c a re le ss  o r inaccura te  re p o r ts  would 

provoke more q u e s tio n s , as they had in  the MADDOX case. We 

began p ie c in g  to g e th e r the  composite p lo t  and re c o rd s .
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Answers to  FLASH re q u e sts  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  were backlogged 

in  the  hand e n c ry p tio n  c e n te r o f MORTON and in  ra d io  fo r  

t ra n s m is s io n . A l l  the  w h ile  we were d ire c t in g  the  search. In  

a d d it io n , f iv e  d i f fe r e n t  d ire c t iv e s  o f the  h ig h e s t p r io r i t y  

were rece ived  f o r  the  p a tro l to  commence a t noon on the  19th  

c lo s e r to  the  coast as fa r  up in  the  G u lf as we could g e t.

T h i s  took some p la nn ing  and o rg a n iz in g  to  get a i r  cover over 

RUPERTUS, continue  the  search and get to  our p a tro l begin p o in t .  

I  had EDWARDS t ra n s fe r  he r re c o rd s to  me by h ig h lin e  enroute  

to  p a tro l s ta t io n ,  so some s o r t  o f composite re p o rt could be 

put o u t.

A t noon we commenced a h igh speed p a tro l a t 29 k n o ts  down 

the  N o rth  Vietnamese c o a st. I  could not d ivo rce  m yse lf from  

t h i s  p a tro l com plete ly, a lthough I  continued to  w r ite  answers 

to  FLASH messages. In  a d d it io n , I  rece ived  a d ire c t iv e  to  come 

up w ith  a complete composite re p o rt in  message form  and see th a t  

i t  a r r iv e d  a t C INCPACFLT's headquarte rs no t la te r  than 201000Z. 

Work on t h i s  had to  commence Im m ediately, fo r  each p a rt would 

have to  be hand encrypted and tra n sm itte d  by hand. T h i s  re p o rt  

was prepared,and tra n sm itte d  and rece ived by CINCPACFLT by 

191851Z, 15 ho u rs be fo re  the  d ead line .

One hour be fo re  su n se t a t 1804H on 19 September we l e f t  the  

To n k in  G u lf as d ire c te d , and proceeded to  rendezvous w ith  

COLUMBUS fo r  fu e l in g .  COLUMBUS, fo r tu n a te ly  tra n sm itte d  a lm ost 

a l l  o f our re p o r t  o n - l in e .

C O P Y  7 SBflBTSrl. ,
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I  fe e l th a t I  accomplished my DESOTO P a t ro l  m iss io n  o f 

showing the  U n ite d  S ta te s  F la g  again in  the  To n k in  G u lf ,  f u l l y  

and honorab ly , and th a t  th rough our endeavors we d isp la yed  to  

the  w o rld  th a t we do no t In te n d  to  be in tim id a te d  in  th a t area. 

I  s in c e re ly  re g re t th a t the  re p o rt in g  was no t adequate, but 

I  fe e l th a t I  was as w e ll o rganized to  do the  re p o rt in g  jo b  as 

i s  p o ss ib le  on a s h ip  o f t h i s  c la s s .  I  a lso  f i r m ly  b e lie ve  

th a t more f a i t h  must be put in  the on-scene commander to  do 

h is  duty  f u l l y  and make re p o r ts  on h is  a c tio n s  as q u ic k ly  as 

i s  humanly p o s s ib le . B u t accomplishment o f h is  m iss io n  must 

come f i r s t .  T h i s  cannot be done when he i s  pummeled by FLASH  

precedence q u e stio n s  from  a l l  le v e ls  o f s u p e rio r echelons.

Very re s p e c t fu l ly ,

/ s /  E .  E .  H o l ly f ie ld ,  J r .
E .  E .  H O LLYFIELD , J r .

C O P Y
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NARRATIVE OF ENGAGEMENT IN  GULF OF TONKIN NIGHT OF 18 SEPTEMBER 1964 
(P e rio d  T81930a -  182400H) (A T I T i i e s  a F e ~ ( - 8) ..f I S e l --------------

181929H

181932H
181938H

181949H

181950H

181954H

181955H

182003H

182004H

TU  7 7 .6 .6  Steaming in  column on course 130T speed 20 
k n o ts , maximum b o ile r  power a v a ila b le  (a lthough s h ip s  
had been n o t i f ie d  they could secure to  two b o i le r s  
on the  l in e  and o th e rs  boosted a f te r  200H, s in c e  they  
had had f u l l  b o i le r  power a v a ila b le  watch-and-watch 
and more o f the  same could be expected on the 1 9 th ) . 
MORTON guide, RICHARD S .  EDWARDS 2000 yards a s te rn .  
MORTON made ra dar contact on SKUNK ALFA bearing  095T 
range 2 0 ,3 5 0  y a rd s, c lo s in g .

,ALFA tracked on course approxim ate ly 200T speed 20 
k n o ts . No l ig h t s  showing, but we were showing no 
l ig h t s  e i th e r .  No ECM from  ALFA. Too fa s t  fo r  any 
c ra f t  s ig h te d  in  these  w a te rs by t h i s  DESOTO P a t r o l .

ALFA s t i l l  c lo s in g  no l ig h t s ,  bearing  118 range 9000 
y a rd s. Decided to  execute a s e r ie s  o f course changes 
to  see i f  ALFA changed h is  course .

A lte re d  course by T u rn  to  160T, changed speed to  25 
k n o ts , then as soon as steady to  190T by TURN, then  
to  220T by TURN. ALFA s t i l l  c lo s in g .

S e t C o n d itio n  o f Readiness I  on both s h ip s ,  j u s t  in  
case.

D ire c te d  both s h ip s  to  keep f u l l  b o i le r  power a v a ila b le , 
Sonar re p o rte d  hydrophone e f fe c ts  on the  same bearing  
as ALFA, executed TURN 6 to  280T to  evade i f  torpedoes 
( t h i s  la te r  proved to  be bad in fo rm a tio n  from  so n a r) .  
ALFA a lte re d  course some to  r ig h t ,  then appeared to  
come l e f t  aga in.

ALFA appeared to  m a in ta in  co urse , 
to  le t  him p a ss.

Slowed to  15 k n o ts .

Made radar contact on SKUNK BRAVO bearing  297T range 
13 ,700  y a rd s, c lo s in g  f a s t .  No l ig h t s  showing.
Jamming on HICOM N e t, both e le c tro n ic  and vo ic e . A t 
t h i s  p o in t ,  w ith  two converg ing, h igh  speed, darkened 
ta rg e ts  converging on my s h ip s ,  in  w a te rs where two 
p re v io u s a tta c k s on U .S .  s h ip s  had taken p lace, i t  
appeared to  me th a t we were about to  get in  a t ra p .
I  ordered EMERGENCY 160 TURN, and we came to  1 60 T. I  
asked EDWARDS i f  he concurred in  SKUNK BRAVO, which 
he d id . Very a ud ib le  Jamming continued. I  attempted  
to  c a l l  CTG 7 7 .6  on the HICOM net to  re p o rt converging

En c lo su re  (1)

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



182004H  
(cont *d)

182010H

ta rg e ts ,  re q u e st a i r  cover, and th a t I  intended to  
f i r e  w arning sh o ts  and comnence f i r i n g  i f  necessary. 
C o u ld n 't get th rough on HICOM, but MORTON CIC re layed  
the message on the  CID n e t, which message got th rough.

B o th  ta rg e ts  s t i l l  c lo s in g ,  
y a rd s. ALFA a t 12600 y a rd s, 
k n o ts .

BRAVO a t 294T range 8500 
Increased speed to  25

182014H D ire c te d  MORTON to  take ta rg e ts  (ALFA had now s p l i t
in to  two ta rg e ts )  to  p o rt ,  and EDWARDS to  take ta rg e t  
to  s ta rb o a rd , and in s t ru c te d  both s h ip s  th a t I  was 
d ire c t in g  MORTON to  f i r e  one w arning sh o t a t ALFA.

' Changed course by TURN to  190T.

182016H MORTON f i r e d  one sh o t over ALFA. Jamming o f c i r c u i t s  
c o n tin u e s, and some on ra d a rs . Ta rg e t continued on 
c o urse . BRAVO c lo s in g .

182020H D ire c te d  Bo th  MORTON and EDWARDS to  f i r e  a w arning sh o t 
on t h e i r  ta rg e ts  and to  stand  by to  commence f i r i n g  i f  
ta rg e ts  kept c lo s in g . A i r  cover overhead, but are f ig h te r s  
w ith  o n ly  s id e w in d e rs . I l lu m in a t io n  on the  way by 
CTG 7 7 .6 .

182021H D ire c te d  MORTON to  commence f i r i n g ,  which she d id , a t 
ALFA.

182022H Heavy Jamming no tice d  on MORTON's ECM gear. MK 68
D ire c to r  having d i f f i c u l t y  tra c k in g  th rough Jamming.

182023H MORTON MK 68 dropped tra c k . CIC re p o rte d  s h e l ls
la n d in g  a l l  around ta rg e t ALFA and ta rg e t obscured. 
Increased speed to  30 k n o ts , changed course to  210T  
by TURN.

182026H D ire c te d  EDWARDS to  commence f i r i n g  a t BRAVO which she 
d id . MORTON CIC re p o rte d  ALFA broke up, b ut s t i l l  
t ra c k in g . Designated to  the  MK 68 by TDS and MORTON 
resumed f i r e  on ALFA. HYDROPHONE e f fe c ts  c lo s in g  
ra p id ly  re p o rte d  by MORTON so n a r. ( I  put some f a i t h  
in  the  sonarmen fo r  we had p ra c tic e d  w ith  the so na r­
men a t h igh  speed J u s t  the  day b e fo re , in  o rd e r th a t  
they m ight d is t in g u is h  own sh ip  n o ise s  from  p o ss ib le  
torpedo n o is e s . T h i s  re p o rt by sonar a lso  e v e n tu a lly  
proved to  be e rro ne o us, fo r  I  do no t b e lie v e  any 
torpedoes were f i r e d  t h i s  n ig h t ) .
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182027H

182028H

182029H

182032H

182034H

182035H

182036H

182039H

182041H

182044H

182048H

182049H

182055H

182057H

182059H

182103H

MORTON checked f i r e .  EDWARDS checked f i r e ,  re p o rte d  
fo u r  h i t s  on BRAVO.

Executed EMERGENCY TURN 9 to  300T a f te r  double checking 
w ith  sonar on the  hydrophones. T h i s  was a bad course  
fo r  f i r i n g ,  so as soon as the s h ip s  ceased tu rn in g  I  
wanted to  change course l e f t .

Executed 250 TURN to  open up the b a t te r ie s  as much as 
p o ss ib le  and s t i l l  be going away from  the hydrophone 
e f fe c ts .

MORTON resumed f i r e  on ALFA.

Changed course by TURN to  280T.

More hydrophone e f fe c ts  (Eva lua te d  subsequently  not so ), 
D id  emergency TURN 9 to  3 4 0 T. T h i s  o f course put 
EDWARDS in  a ve ry  poor f i r i n g  p o s it io n ,  which I  wanted 
o ut o f  as soon as I  was su re  about the  hydrophone 
e f fe c ts .

Changed course by TURN to  250 T.

MORTON Cleared loaded gun.

EDWARDS re p o rte d  new contact bearing  SOOT d ista nc e  
3000 yards from  him . D ire c te d  to  take contact under 
f i r e .  Changed course by TURN to  220T to  g ive EDWARDS 
b e tte r  sh o t a t ta rg e t and to  not open the  range fu r th e r  
on ALFA.

EDWARDS re p o rte d  new ta rg e t (a n a ly s is  shows t h i s  was 
s t i l l  BRAVO) now a t 266T a t range o f 4000 y a rd s.

EDWARDS commenced f i r i n g  a t new ta rg e t ,  GOLF (a c tu a lly  
t h i s  was probably what was o r ig in a l ly  designated  
BRAVO, which had faded from  EDWARDS scope.)

Changed course to  180T by TURN to  g ive EDWARDS b e tte r  
s h o t.

EDWARDS checked f i r e .  Ta rg e t com pletely obscured by 
s h e l l  b u r s t s .  EDWARDS re p o rte d  fo u r  h i t s  on GOLF.

Changed course by TURN to  130T to  c lo se  ta rg e ts  to  
the  eastw ard .

Ta rg e t GOLF faded from  EDWARDS scope. 

Changed course by TURN to  2 2 0 T.
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182104H Changed course to  130T by TURN to  c lose  ta rg e ts  
CHARLIE and ECHO. Formed column. A t t h i s  tim e ,
MORTON had a loader c a su a lty  to  MT 51 and a m is f i r e  
in  MT 53.

182106H Changed course to  H O T by CORPEN.

182110H Changed course to  060T CORPEN to  g ive EDWARDS A b e tte r  
sh o t a t CHARLIE and to  c lo se  ta rg e t ECHO to  the  
n o rth e a s t.

182112H EDWARDS f i r e d  warning sh o t a t ta rg e t CHARLIE.

182114H Changed course to  120T by CORPEN.

182116H EDWARDS opened f i r e  on CHARLIE which went dead in  
w ater on CIC p lo t  in  MORTON from  2114 to  2120.
Ceased f i r e .  EDWARDS f i r e d  4 rounds a t CHARLIE and 
ceased f i r e .  MORTON f i r e d  1 w arning sh o t a t SKUNK 
ECHO.

182118H Increased speed to  30 k n o ts . SKUNK ECHO bearing  041T  
d ista n c e  11 ,000  yards from  EDWARDS.

182119H EDWARDS commenced f i r i n g  a t ECHO and ceased a t 2124H.
MORTON detected SKUNK FOXTROT bearing  077 range 20350. 
S inc e  a i r c r a f t  under c o n tro l o f EDWARDS were a lready  
a tte m p tin g  to  il lu m in a te  c ontac ts a s te rn  o f up,decided  
to  t r y  and in te rc e p t FOXTROT, f i r e  a t him and pass 
c lo se  aboard to  see what he looked l ik e .  Ordered 
s h ip s  no t to  f i r e  any more a t ta rg e ts  a s te rn  s inc e  we 
would use incoming p lanes to  il lu m in a te  them.

182130H Changed course to  140T to  c ro ss  ahead o f FOXTROT.
Commenced f i r i n g  w ith  both s h ip s .  Many b u rs t  observed  
a l l  around and on FOXTROT by ra d a r. EDWARDS re p o rte d  
fo u r  o r f iv e  h i t s  on FOXTROT.

182135H SKUNK FOXTROT faded from  scopes on both s h ip s .
B e lie v e  sunk. MORTON had radar contact on SKUNK HOTEL 
bearing  114 range 19 ,400  y a rd s. Decided to  change 
course to  in te rc e p t and see what he was, s inc e  I  was 
convinced FOXTROT was sunk.

182136H Changed course to  180T by CORPEN.

182148H Changed course to  150T by CORPEN.
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182150H Changed course to  H O T when HOTEL made no o v e rt moves.
By t h i s  tim e I  knew th a t p lanes w ith  f la r e s  were in  
the area under p o s it iv e  c o n tro l,  and f e l t  th a t we could  
d ire c t  them to  i l lu m in a te  ta rg e ts .  We had c losed the  
N o rth  Vietnamese coast and the base a t QUANG KHE 
c o n sid e ra b ly  d u rin g  the  a c tio n , and I  knew we were 
being tracked by the  same tra c k in g  s ta t io n  on VINH SON 
(LA T 17-56N LONG 106-27E) which had tracked us (from  
ECU) fo r  two days and n ig h ts .  F u r th e r ,  to  the b e st 
o f my knowledge no sh o ts  had been f i r e d  a t u s ,  
although the  p o s it io n  o f the c ra f t  about us had been 
most menacing. F u r th e r ,  I  knew th a t I  had to  get out 
a comprehensive re p o rt o f what had happened r ig h t  away.

' I f  we had been th re a te ne d  in  our r ig h t  to  be in  the  
G u lf o f To n k in  we had a lready w e ll expressed our 
d e te rm in a tio n  to  be th e re  by the  sh o ts  a lready f i r e d .  
W ith  these  p re ss in g  th o u g h ts in  mind, I  decided to  
open the N o rth  Vietnamese C oast, which I  d id .

182342H Changed course to  3 22 T, speed 25 k n o ts  and fo rm a tio n  
to  l in e  a b re a st to  go back through the a c tio n  area in  
an e f f o r t  to  f in d  any d e b ris  o r evidence o f the  
a c tio n .

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



SiCRET-NOF^RN C O P Y  22 September 1964

Statem ent o f C3DR John C. McGILL, USN, Commanding O f f ic e r ,  USS 

MORTON (DD948) concerning su rfa c e  a c tio n  in  the  G u lf o f To n k in  

% on the  n ig h t o f 18 September 1964.

On the n ig h t o f 18 September a t about 181900H MORTON was 

steam ing in  company w ith  USS RICHARD S ,  EDWARDS on course  

130, speed 20 k n o ts . Sh ip s  were in  column, d is ta n c e  between 

s h ip s  2000 y a rd s , MORTON in  S ta t io n  1 , EDWARDS in  S ta t io n  2 .  

OOMDESDIV 52 and CTU 7 7 .6 .6  was OTC embarked in  MORTON.

Sh ip s  darkened and in  C o n d itio n  o f Readiness I I I  were 

r e t i r i n g  from  p o in t a l fa  o f th e  G u lf o f To n k in , Desoto P a t ro l  

in  the  genera l d ire c t io n  o f p o in t Yankee. MORTON's n a v ig a tio n  

lo g  re c o rd s the  s h ip ’ s  p o s it io n  a t 182000H to  have been la t i tu d e  

18-47N; lo n g itu d e  106-43SE .

A t about 181929H a sm a ll su rfa c e  contact was detected on 

su rfa c e  search ra d a r bearing  094 , range 2 0 ,0 0 0  y a rd s . T h is  

c o n ta c t, designated Skunk A was tracked by CIC and determ ined  

to  be on course 220 , speed 17 k n o ts , c lo s in g  range. Skunk 

A was designated to  gun c o n tro l and by about 181940H the  

contact was acquired by th e  AN/SPG 53 f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r. By 

1949 the  range had c losed to  9 ,0 0 0  y a rd s , and the OTC ordered  

' tu rn  3 away f r < »  the  c lo s in g  c o n ta c t. A t tim e 1952 w ith  the  

range to  Skunk A reduced to  about 8 ,2 0 0  y a rd s , I  ordered the  

s h ip  to  G eneral Q u a rte rs . A t t h i s  tim e the MK 68 GFCS was 

t ra c k in g  the  c o n ta c t. The courses and speeds generated by the  

MK 68 GFCS c o rre la te d  w ith  those  re p o rte d  by CIC. A t tim e

C O P Y  * S«M f-N O FO R N
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1953, w ith  range a t about 7 ,0 0 0  y a rd s , OTC ordered a second 

t i i r n  3 in  th e  d ire c t io n  away from  the  c o n ta c t. In  s p ite  o f  

the se  su c c e ssive  tu rn s  away from  the  c o n ta c t, ranges continued  

to  c lo se  and a t tim e 1955 th e  OTC ordered tu rn  6 to  course  

2 SO T. In fo rm a tio n  rece ived from  the  EDWARDS confirm ed MORTON's 

p lo t  o f Skunk A. A t tim e 2004H MORTON picked up a second 

c o n ta c t. Skunk B , a t a ra i^ e  o f about 13 ,600  yards bearing  

2 9 2 T . T h i s  contact appeared to  pose th e  more immediate th re a t  

and Gun C o n tro l was d ire c te d  to  s h i f t  from  Skund A and acquire  

Skunk B .  P lo t  1 re p o rte d  locked on and tra c k in g  a lm ost immedi­

a te ly .  A t tim e 2004 the  OTC ordered 160 t\ im , and d ire c te d  

RICHARD S . EDWARDS to  tra c k  c o nta c ts to  s ta rb o a rd  (w est) and 

MORTON to  tra c k  c o n ta c ts to  p o rt  ( e a s t ) . MORTON again s h i f te d  

c o n ta c ts , and by means o f th e  MK 5 TD S Skunk A was redesignated  

to  gun c o n t ro l.  A t tim e  2011 CIC re p o rte d  Skunk A a t 137 range 

10 ,800  c lo s in g  ra p id ly .  A t tim e 2014 the  OTC ordered a tu rn  

3 to  c o iirse  190T and d ire c te d  MORTON to  f i r e  a w arning sh o t 

ahead o f  Skiink A . W ith  the  contact bearing 137, range 10 ,000  

y a rd s , I  d ire c te d  g:un c o n tro l to  f i r e  a w arning sh o t a t  

bearing  1 4 5 T, range 8 ,0 0 0  ya rds w ith  MT 51« A m a lfu n c tio n  in  

MT 51 prevented f i r i n g  th a t  mount, and HTT 52 was d ire c te d  to  

f i r e  th e  w arning s h o t .  A w arning sh o t was f i r e d  a t 2016 and 

the  f a l l  o f sh o t was observed on both su rfa c e  search and f i r e  

c o n tro l ra d a rs  to  f a l l  s h o r t  and ahead o f th e  ta rg e t .  A t 

tim e 2020 a second sh o t was f i r e d  w ith  range decreased to  

a b o u t 8 ,0 0 0  y a rd s . Skunk A continued to  c lo se  and a t tim e

•NOFORN
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2021 HORTON was d ire c te d  by th e  OTC to  take the  ta rg e t under 

f i r e .  From tim e 2021 to  2027 MORTON f i r e d  upon the ta rg e t .  

Skunk A. A t tim e 2028 CIO re p o rte d  the  ta rg e t appeared to  

be breaking up on the  ra d a r scope and i t  subse q ue ntly  faded 

from  both su rfa c e  search and f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r. A t tim e  

2023 the  OTC ordered a course change by tu rn  movement to  

course 21 0 , speed 30 k n o ts .  A t 2029 , so na r re p o rte d  hydro­

phone e f fe c ts  bearing 178. A lthough these  hydrophone e ffe c ts  

were n o t confirm ed by an a c tu a l ra d a r c o n ta c t, so na r again 

re p o rte d  hydrophone e ffe c ts  a t bearing  176. Se v e ra l rounds 

were f i r e d  in  the  d ire c t io n  o f the hydrophone e f fe c t .  The  

hydrophone e f fe c t  was sub se q ue n tly  evaluated as p o s s ib ly  own 

s h ip 's  n o is e . The OTC continued to  maneuver the  fo rm a tio n  on 

v a rio u s  courses and speeds which enabled EDWARDS to  take he r 

c o n ta c ts under f i r e .  A t tim e 2114 MORTON picked up another 

su rfa c e  c o n ta c t. Skunk E ,  a t 047 a t about 15 ,000  y a rd s , 

c lo s in g .  A t about 2114 the  OTC d ire c te d  MORTON to  f i r e  one 

w arning sh o t ahead o f Skunk E ,  which was done. The ta rg e t was 

su b se q ue n tly  re p o rte d  by p lo t  1 to  have tu rn e d  away and combat 

re p o rte d  the  contact to  have faded from  the  scope. A t 2119 

a new contact was re p o rte d  a t 077 , range 2 0 ,3 5 0  yards on 

course 220 , speed 20 k n o ts ,  c lo s in g . T h i s  contact was 

designated Skunk F .  A t t h i s  tim e the  fo rm a tio n  was on course  

120, speed 25 k n o ts .  T h i s  contact continued to  c lo se  and

^^ ItffilTFH O FO RN
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a t tim e 2131 w ith  range reduced to  6600 y a rd s , th e  OTC d ire c te d  

both s h ip s  on open f i r e  on Skunk F .  Soon a f t e r  opening f i r e  

on t h i s  ta rg e t ,  both combat and f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r re p o rte d  

th a t  the  f a l l  o f sh o t appeared l i t e r a l l y  to  "e n g u lf"  the  

ta rg e t which disappeared from  the  scope. HOBTON ceased f i r e  

a t tim e  2132 . A t 2136 the  OTC ordered course changed to  180 

by corpen movement. Two a d d it io n a l c o n ta c ts , Skunks I  and

H , were tracked to  the  so u th e a st and continued to  open, hence 

were no t taken under f i r e .  A t tim e  2151 the  OTC d ire c te d  a 

course  change to  08 0 T In  an a ttem pt to  c lo se  and In v e s tig a te  

th e  c o n ta c ts to  the e a s t .  The c o n ta c ts continued to  open 

to  th e  s o u th , so u th w e st, and a t about 2200 faded from  the  

scope.

Radar performance d u rin g  the  th re e  day p a tro l was considered  

e x c e lle n t.  i

AN/SPS-40 Radar performance was considered norm al w ith  

re sp e c t to  a i r c r a f t  d e te c tio n , tra c k in g  and a i r  c o n t ro l l in g .  

Down tim e d u rin g  the  p a t ro l was as fo l lo w s :  180830H -  

181000H due to  a c a p a c ito r f a i lu r e ,  182025H -  182028H o ve r­

load tr ip p e d  m om entarily probably due to  g u n f ire .

A y/SP3-10 su rfa c e  search ra d a r. A n o isy  re c e iv e r c ry s ta l  

was replaced on 17 September d u rin g  an EMCON s ile n c e  p e rio d . 

Th e re  were no down tim e s on t h i s  ra dar d u rin g  e m iss io n  p e rio d s .  

The ra d a r c o n s is te n t ly  picked up sm a ll f i s h in g  pole m arkers
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a t ranges o f 8000-10000 y a rd s , and ra d a r accuracy and d is ­

c r im in a tio n  were considered e x c e lle n t f o r  ra d a r n a v ig a tio n  

th ro u g h o u t th e  p e rio d . No a b n o rm a litie s  were no ted, and 

th e  ra d a r performance and r e l i a b i l i t y  appeared normal in  a l l  

re s p e c ts .

C o rre la t io n  between su rfa c e  search and f i r e  c o n tro l 

ra d a rs  d u rin g  the  n ig h t o f 18 September fu n c tio n e d  n o rm a lly , 

and were in  consonance w ith  re p o rte d  c o n ta c ts . Courses and 

speeds o f c o n ta c ts were confirm ed by exchange o f in fo rm a tio n  

on c o n ta c ts w ith  th e  RICHAjRD S . EDWARDS.

ECM AND JAMMING. Th e re  was evidence o f Jamming from  182022H 

to  2 1 0 ^  in  th e  frequency spectrum  2700 -  3250 mcs and va rie d  

in  in t e n s i t y  from  a complete b lackout o f the  scope to  a 

weak s ig n a l la s t in g  about 10 seconds. Bo th  audio and v ideo  

g a in  were re p o rte d  by the  ECM o p e ra to r to  be extrem ely s t ro n g .  

O nly one a c tiv e  ECSil e m iss io n  was detected , and evaluated as 

a p o s s ib le  *'skinhead*’ ra d a r w ith  a frequency o f 2980 mcs, 

in te rc e p te d  a t tim e 182203H la s t in g  f o r  approxim ate ly  th re e  

m in u te s . Photc^raphs were taken and a recorded tape made 

o f t h i s  s ig n a l.  ,

Weather C o n d itio n s . Th roughout the  p e rio d  182000H-190100H  

the  sea was calm (sea s ta te  1) and w inds were from  345 to  010 

a t 8 to  13 k n o ts . A lthough a n e a rly  f u l l  moon provided patches 

o f l ig h t  in  sane a re a s, sc a tte re d  c louds o f about 50 percent 

coverage w ith  s o l id  dark c louds and thunderheads b la n k e tin g

5 -  NOFORN
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th e  h o rizo n  reduced v i s i b i l i t y  to  about 5 m ile s .  Occasional 

f la s h e s  o f heat l ig h te n in g  in  the d ista nc e  p lu s  own s h ip 's  

g u n fire  f u r t h e r  reduced e ffe c t iv e  n ig h t v is io n .  D e sp ite  

calm seas and f a i r  v i s i b i l i t y ,  I  d id  no t a t any tim e hold  

any o f the  ra d a r c o nta c ts v is u a l ly .

JOHN C. MC G IL L ,  181443/1100  
Commander, U .S .  Navy

X ,

6
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C O P Y

22 September 1964

STATEMENT OF COMMANDING O FFIC ER, USS EDWARDS, DD-950, CoBimander 
Jack EVANS, U , S .  Navy, S e r ia l  Number 386257

On th e  n ig h t o f 18 September 1964, USS EDWARDS w ith  the  

USS MORTON, under the  command o f Commander D e s tro y e r D iv is io n  

52 were on p a t ro l in  the  G u lf o f To n k in . As und erstood , the  

EDWARDS' m is s io n  was to  r id e  "sh o tg u n " on the USS MORTON.

A t approxim ate ly  1929 H o te l,  the  s h ip s  were in  c o lim n , d is ta n c e , 

2000 y a rd s , th e  EDWARDS a s te rn  o f  MORTON, c o u rse , 130, speed 

1 5 . A t approxim ate ly 1946 H o te l,  the  EDWARDS made ra d a r 

co nta c t on a ta rg e t to  th e  eastward designated by MORTON as 

Contact ALPHA. The  contact was tra c k in g  on a course o f about 

200 , speed 2 0 . A t about the  tim e o f 1949, the  s h ip  was ordered  

to  s e t  C o n d itio n  One by OOMDESDIY 52 , and was complied w ith .  

Im m ediately a f t e r  G eneral Q u a rte rs  was s e t ,  the  ta sk  u n i t  

commander ordered se v e ra l tu rn  movements; in  su c c e ssio n  was 

a tu rn  th re e , tu rn  th re e , tu rn  th re e , tu rn  s i x .  These  

maneuvers were executed between the  tim e 1944 and 1955. A t 

approxim ate ly 2014 , Commander Ta sk  U n i t  7 7 .6 .6  n o t i f ie d  

EDWARDS th a t  he was d ire c t in g  MORTON to  f i r e  one w arning sh o t  

a t Contact ALPHA. Commander Ta sk  U n i t  7 7 .6 .6  then asked 

EDWARDS i f  she had the contact to  EDWARDS' s ta rb o a rd , ( to  

w e stw a rd ). A t t h i s  tim e th e re  were no c o nta c ts on th e  SPS-IO  

ra d a r to  the  w est th a t  could be id e n t i f ie d  as a p o ss ib le  ta rg e t .  

However, by sweeping the  area w ith  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r a 

p o s it iv e  lock-on was obtained about 2018 . A t t h i s  tim e

C O P Y  1
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‘SM K BT- 22 September 1964

STATEMENT OF COMMANDER JACK EVANS (C ont’ d ) :

EDWARDS was ordered to  f i r e  one w arning sh o t a t the  c o n ta c t.

A t tim e 20 ,  EDWARDS complied w ith  a warning s h o t .  A t tim e  

21 HORTON f i r e d  a second w arning sh o t a t Contact ALPHA. A t 

approxim ate ly  tim e 2 2 , both s h ip s  were ordered to  open f i r e  

on t h e i r  c o n ta c ts ; both s h ip s  com plied. EDWARDS f i r e d  on the  

contact th a t  was la te r  id e n t i f ie d  as Contact BRAVO, f o r  

approxim ate ly two m inutes be fo re  cease f i r e  was ordered to  

e va lua te  the  r e s u l t s .  A t tim e 31 Contact BRAVO faded from  

th e  f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r. A t tim e 32 EDWARDS was ordered to  

r e ^ f i r e  on Contact BRAVO and d id  s o . A t tim e  3 4 , EDWARDS 

made contact on th e  SPS-10  ra d a r on a contact in  the  v ic in i t y  

o f the  p re v io u s  fade o f  Contact BRAVO. T h i s  contact was held  

f o r  approxim ate ly te n  m inutes a t which tim e i t  faded. The 

contact the n  reappeared (probably the  same c o ntac t) and was 

re-K lesigna ted  as Contact GOLF, A t 2047 EDWARDS was ordered  

to  open f i r e  a t GOLF which she d id  from  tim e 49 to  54. A t 

tim e  59 the  ta rg e t faded from  the  scope. We were ru n n in g  a t  

speeds between 25 and 30 k n o ts  a t t h i s  t im e . A t tim e 2106 

COMDESDIV 52 brought the  fo rm a tio n  around to  an e a s te r ly  

c o u rse , the contact designated CHARLIE (p lo tte d  dead in  th e  

w a te r) was obtained on the SPS-10  ra d a r. The f i r e  c o n tro l 

ra d a r locked on and seven s h o ts  were f i r e d  a t Contact CHARLIE. 

EDWARDS was then ordered to  open f i r e  on Skunk ECHO, EDWARDS 

opened f i r e  to  p o rt  a t 2119 u n t i l  tim e 24 on Skunk ECHO.
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STATEMENT OF COMMANDER JACK EVANS (C o n tM ):

EDWARDS was ordered a t tim e 30 to  f i r e  one w arning sh o t a t  

Contact FOXTROT. T h i s  w arn ing sh o t urns f i r e d  a t tim e 30 and 

both EDWARDS and MORTON opened f i r e  on Contact FOXTROT a t 

about tim e 3 2 . Cease f i r e  was ordered a t tim e 3 6 . T h is  

concludes th e  resume o f f i r i n g  on c o nta c ts f o r  EDWARDS d u rin g  

-Sie n ig h t .

E v a lu a tio n  o f f i r i n g  i s  as fo l lo w s :  On the  f i r s t  ta rg e t ,  

Contact PRAVO ( 6 0 L F ) , fo u r  h i t s ; On the  second ta rg e t which 

was evaluated as a f i s h  tra p  buoy. Contact CHARLIE, ze ro  h i t s ;

On the  t h i r d  f i r i n g ,  Contact ECHO, ze ro  h i t s ;  On the  la s t  

f i r i n g  on Contact FOXTROT, e v a lu a tio n  f iv e  h i t s .  A l l  h i t s  were 

evaluated e le c tro n ic a lly  by f i r e  c o n tro l ra d a r w ith  the  

ta rg e ts  h i t t in g  in  the  range notch and a lso  in  se v e ra l cases 

confirm ed by sp la sh e s appearing on the  SPS-10  ra d a r.

Th e re  was never any doubt in  my mind what my o rd e rs  were.

I  was to  r id e  "shotgun** and augment the  MORT(^ w ith  th e  f i r e ­

power o f EDWARDS, Commander D e s tro y e r D iv is io n  52 in  my 

e s tim a tio n  handled the  s i tu a t io n  adm irab le . The movement o f  

h is  fo rc e s  and the  p o s it iv e  c o n tro l th a t  he e x e rc ise s  was 

considered extrem ely  lo g ic a l and a t no tim e d id  he a llo w  the  

s i tu a t io n  to  get o u t o f hand; He d id  an adm irable Job. D u rin g  

the  engagement a t the  approximate tim e o f 1925 the  D ire c to r  

O ff ic e r  and BOLEN, FTG 3 , o p e ra tin g  the  Mark 56 d ire c to r ,  

w h ile  peering  th rough t h e i r  h ig h  powered s p o tt in g  b in o c u la rs .

22 Septem ber 1964

'SSB
cfel
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STATEMENT OF COMMANDER JACK EVANS (C o a t'd ):

s ta te d  th a t they saw a su rfa c e  c o n ta c t. They saw i t  in s ta n ta ­

n e o u sly , f o r  a p e rio d  o f th re e  to  fo u r  seconds; d is ta n c e  o f  

about 5000 y a rd s . I t  appeared to  them to  be a f a s t  h ig h  speed 

sm a ll c r a f t  o f approxim ate ly 50 to  60 fe e t  in  le n g th . S ta te ­

ments to  t h i s  e f fe c t  have been forwarded to  h ig h e r a u th o r ity .

A l l  o f EDWARDS* re c o rd s , lo g s , c h a rts ,  DRT tra c in g s  and o th e r  

in fo rm a tio n  p e rta in in g  to  t h i s  in c id e n t have been t ra n s fe r re d  

to  Commander D e s tro y e r D iv is io n  52 in  o rd e r to  a s s i s t  him to  

complete h is  re p o r t .

< 5 ^ —  22 Septem ber 1964

JACK EVANS
Commander, U . S .  Navy 
Commanding O f f ic e r ,  USS 
EDWARDS (DD-950)
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MESSAGE CENTER

:2 .|
1 '! 
i  . I

CWY502

TMB966

ZZ
RUEPCR 
DE RUL'C’vv 
T  NMCC
VZCZCECA3>i37ZCMCA274VVV 
"  ”  ' Z Z  RUECW 
DE.RUMFCR 975C

FM CTU 7 7 . 6 , t)
RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 

R UATUL/B V K G/ C OnS EV EMTHFL T  
RUMFUI/^^iKT/CTF 77 
RUHLKG/^-NCPAC 
RUMSMA/.OMUSSSSCV 
RUMGUY/::jGL/CTF 72 
BT
UNGLAS
1. TWO FASS moving TARGETS TO PORT. AM AT CONDITION ONE 
ONE FASS MOVING TGT H STBD AM FIRING ONE WARNING SHOT 
ON TGTS ON PORT POSITION 18 45N 106-45E  
BT

i INFO: CJCS-1 D JS-3  SJC S-1 J 3 -6  J5 -1  SACSA-5 D IA-14 NMCC-2 jRG -2
SECDEF-5 IS A -9 PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 (W HITE H 0U SE)-3  
CSTATE) (C IA) F I L E - K 7 4 )  FJC 
ADVANCE COPT TO l CJCS NMCC JRG OSD

CS/18/34 3 WD PAGE 1 OF J PACES 181217Z SEP 6k

■ :
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c

I M H l i i r  W  B lF f f lS E

HATIO N,U M ILITA SY CC.V.iMAUD CENTER  

MESSAGE CENTER

. ' iV . .z F lu H L H Q  
DE.RUMFCR 976C 
ZNR ^
Z 1 8 1 2 2 3 Z '> ^
FM-CTU 7 7 .6 .6  
TO RUHLHL/GINCPACFLT 
RUATUL/BVKG/COMSSSENTHFLT 
RUM FUI/U4KT/C TF 7.7 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC 
RUMSMA/-COMUSMACV 
RUMGUY/T5GL/CTF 7 2 
BT
UNCLAS
1, MY PO SIT 18-43 .0N  IM I 1 8 -4 3 .0N  1 0 6 -4 4 .0E IM I I 0 6 -44 .0 E  
2* AM UNDER ATTACK BY 4 CRAFT 
3 »  HAVE F IRED  ABT 15 RDS 5 INCH
4* HYDROPHONE AFFECTS CLOSING AM MUEUVERING TO AVOID 
5» B EL IEV E  ONE TARGET H IT
6» BOTH S H IP S  FIRING  A LL GUNS ON 3 TO 4 REMAINING TARGETSSM 
BT
in f o : CJCS-1 D JS-3 SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J5-1  SACSA-5 DIA^14 NMCC-2 JRG-2 SECDEF-5  

IS A -9 PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 (W HITE HOUSE)-3 (S TA TE )
(C IA) F I L E - K 7 4 )  FJC
ADVANCE COPY TO: CJCS DJS DIA NMCC JRG OSD

CS/18/338 WD PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGES 181223Z SEP 64

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



H

iliSMf T S F i l F B ®

e!AHONAL MIUTAHY CGIllMAr^D CENTER
MESSAGE CENTER

VV CWY0 55 
» ' ZZ  RUEPCR 
DE.RUECW 
T  NMCC
VVCECA309MCA276VV 
• "  ’ * "Z Z  RUECW 
DE-RUldFCR WIETA 1871227Z
Z.N^_^------. c r -  ■■
Ẑ 18122 ^ ^
FKi CTU 7 7 .6 .6  
TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
RUATUL/BVKG/COMSSSENTHFLT 
RUECW/CNO
RUMFU-I/U4KT/CTF 77 
RUKLHQ/CINCVVC 
RUMSMA/COMUSSACV 
RUMGUY/T56L/CTF 72 
BT
UNCLAS
REQUESS A IR  COVER ASSS 
BT

TMB969CCCSSSTTIVV TFC644

INFO...........CJCS-1 D JS-3 SJCS-1 J 3 -6  J5-1  SAC SA-5'D IA-14 NMCq-2 JRG-2
SEC DEF-5 ISA  -9  PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 : ( p i T E  H 0U SE)-3  
iSTA TE)#  (C IA) F IL E - 1  (74 ) FJC 
# * •

ADV CY TO CJCS NMCC JR6 OSD - 

C S/lS/3 4 7  WD PAGE 1 OF 1 PA^E
■i :

: ■ ■ ■ 'f.---

N-

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



TI.J5H
RECflVEO • 

W HA$A>i;dO
EUC482
• • • • • Z Z  RUEPWW 
DE RUEPCR 76 18/ U 4 4 4 Z 
Z 1814443Z 
FM JCS
INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE 
RUEPIA/CIA ^  - 

'X 8 1 2 4 0 Z > - S - A  
>Pr C H T 7 7 . 6 . 6  
TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 
KUHE«ieH5 KT/CTF M  
4 7  )  1/CINCPAC .
KMSSA/COMUSMACV 
RUMGUY/T5 6L/C TF 72 
BTCDNCLAS
l.MEELIEVE ^ H ITS  ON ONE BOAT WILL INVESSIQATE 
LATER
B T - '

1564 SEP 18 14 46

I .

• \ 4 4
.1
■

NNNN
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KmONAL MIUTA3Y CCMIslAMO 
U E S S M £ C E N @

CEOTER

VV CWY054
" "  'Z  RUEPCR ■ ,
DE.RUECN •
T  NCNKCC
VZCZCECA310CA277V 
’ •‘ ” ZZ RUECW •
DE.RUMFCR 632A 18/1251Z 
ZNR , -
Z 181250Z ^
FM-CTU 77.6•6  
TO RUHLHL/CXNCPACFLT 
RUATUL/BVKG/C7M0MSSSENTHFLT 
RUECW/CNO ■
RUMFU-I/UiiKT/CTF 77 
r u i-jlkq/ cincpac  
RUMSMAî COMUSMACV 
RUI1GUY/-T5a/CTF 72 
BT
UNCLAS

HAVE SITUATION INHAND FOR PRESENT W ILL  HOLDOAN YOUR CAP OVHD U N TIL  
RQRD 
BT

IN FO ...* .C JG S - i DJS-3 SJC S-l J3-6  J5-1 SACSA-5 DIA-14 NMCC-2 JRG-2
SEC DEF-5 ISA -9  PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 4WHITE HOUSE)-3 
(STA TE) (CIA) F IL E - 1  474) FJC 

ADV CY TO-CJCS NMCC JRG OSD

CS/18/345 WDA PAGE 1 OF 1 PAGE 181250Z SEP 64

■ * 
i
'i

-v;*'
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- s
A '!

-otlVEO
WHASA

EUC571 
37:571
00 RUEPWW 
ZOV RUEPCR

1964 SEP 19 01 32

18/1256Z 

SEVEN P T S IX

d e c l a s s i f i e d

' 4

TO RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVAQTHFLT
RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT
INFO RUEKDA/JCS
RUECW/CNO
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
RUM FUI/U4KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN
RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE
RUEPCR/STATE DEPARTMENT
RUEKDA/SEC DEF
RUEPIA/CIA
RUEPCR/DIRNSA
RUMJIR/AHEMB SAIGON
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV
RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL
RUMFCR/CTU SZYAN SEVEN PT S IX  PT S IX  
RUMFKB/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE 
RUEAHQ/DIA 
BT
T  O- P — 0 E- 0 R E T

By.

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL <S)
S ITR E P  TWO
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z
B . MY 180001Z
1. 181230Z WAVY PEON PO SIT lARRN QPYARTE,
REQUESTING A IR IMVER CEPORTS FIR IN G  ON CLOSING TG TS . 
BHR LAUNCHED 2 F8  181240Z. CONSTEL 2 F4B CTUD I .
BOTH CVA HAVE 4A4/2 A lH  COND I  LOADED FOR
PT BOATS. FLA RES INCLUDED
2 , 181245Z WAVY PEON REPORTS QUOTE B EL IE V E  
SITUATIO N IN HAND AT PRESENT .  DO NOT
REPEAT NOT REQUIRE ADDITIONAL ACFT. OVERHEAD UNQUOTE. 
GP-lOP

B T •
j

•4

4

NNNN
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-■"N

i W i H i i T  i r  B lF E iS S  

NATOtu r.iiLiT,*.r.Y CGi.;;;iA;;D centes
MESSAGE CENTER

TKA614
" " ^ Z Z  RUEKDA

. \ Z l § i l 2 7 Z >
^ 3S3BJS/1325Z

D EC LA SSIFIED  

Authority _ A o ^ _ L ± L : Z ^

B y _ _ ^ 4 = L _ , NARS, Date., /

F 1 T C T U 7 7 .6 .6  
TO AIG I S l  ..
INFO RUMSI4A/C0MUSMACV 
ZEN/CTF 77 - 
ZEN/CTF 76 
ZEN/CTG 7 7 .7  
ZEN/-CTG 77^.6 
RUWDAF/MOPHOTOUPAC 
ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA PH IL  
BT

------
STATUS T U 7 7 .6 .6
1 . PO SIT 18-35N 1 06 -2SE . CUS 110 SPD 30 .
2 .  HAVE CHEKKED F IR E .  MORTON F IR ED  APPROX 65 RDS/ 5 IN ,  35 RDS 
3 IN  BY EDWARDS
3 . IWO CAP A/C ON STA , UNDER POS CONTR EDWARDS BUT ONLY HAS 0 
SIDW INDER. PLANES FBR ILLUM INATING  ENROUT.
k*  FAST RECAP OF ACTION THUS FAR: W H ILE N IT E  STEAMING AT 20 K TS  
IN  VOLUMN picked UP ONE UNLIGHTED TARGET ON PORT BOW CLOSING.
ALTERED COURSE 150 DEG STBD SINCE TU  7 7 .6 .6  ALSO UNLIG HTED. TARGET 
S P L I T  TO TWO TARGETS TURNED TOWARD DESOTO AND INCREASED SPEED/ TH IRD  
TARGET APPEARED AHEAD EDWARDS ON NEW COURSE. DECIDED GO BETWEEN/
F IR ED  WARNING SHOTS SSON TARG ETS. NO L IG H TS , TARGETS HEADING IN .  
COMMENCED F IR E  A LL TARG ETS. EDWARDS ON TG T TO STB D , MORTON ON 
TARGETS TO PO RT.
5 .  H IT S  OBSERVED ONE TARGET EACH S ID E . TARGETS BROKE UP. NO F IR E S  
SEEN .
6 . W ILL  ADVISE/
GP-3
B T ; '

INFO: CJCS-1 D JS-3  SJCS-1 J3 -6  J5-4  SACSA-5 D IA-14 NMCC-2 JRG-2 SECDEF-5  
ISA -9  PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 (W HITE H 0 U SE)-3  (S TA TE )
(C IA) F IL E - 1  (74) FJC

CS/18/354 MiT)
ADV CY TO CJCS NMCC

PAGE 
JRG OSD

1 OF 1 PAGES 181327Z SEP 64 J  
Kcr;—

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Z ' .
..dCElVEO 

WHASA

1964 SEP 18

EUC084
..........ZZ  RUEPWW
DE RUEPCR 078 18/1444Z 
Z 18I443Z  
FM JCS
INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE 
JJEMA/CIA

5 5 1 2 2

^ :^ n c m r7 7 ,6 .6  
TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
R UAT UL/B VKG/CO MSE VENT H FLT
RUECW/CMO ,
RUM FUI/U4KT/CTF 77
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC '
RUMSHA/OMUSMACV
RUMGUY/T56L/CTFABUW
BTNCLAS
1. HAVE TAKEN UNDER F IR E  W ITH BOTH SH IP S  A NEW TARGET
2 . PO SIT 18-30N 106-52E IM I 18-30N 106-52D
3 . ONE D IR  H IT  BY MORTON 2 OR MORE BY EDWARDS
B T  ‘

A

NNNN
/

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



t 4:.
L  - ‘

/

m s  A

f f f • f

18/15^41 S E P ^

5 5 1

SFI668  
ZZ ESF 
DE E S I 55S.
FM CIA
TO WHITE HOUSE I>jT S IT  ROOM

XCRITIC XCSKTIC ”  ”  ’
ZCZC
ZZ YEKAAH 
DE YEADLKR 
ZKZK ZZ ZZZ DE 
ZYH
FM COMNAVFORJAPAN 
TO DIRNSA 
ZEM
^  0 N F I  D - - H :  :  A L—  •
FOLLOWING RZCiLiytD FROM CTG 7 7 .6 .6  OVER HICOM NET.
AT IS1233Z ki'i FIRING ON CLOSING TARGET. REQUEST COVER 
MSG WAS SENT TO USTDC FOR RELAY.  ̂ .
C F T  1S/1301Z SEP DTG ’/TS

■I«•1
' i
1

d e c l a s s i f i e d

A uthority — — —•
. NAKS, Di

NNNN

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



‘-'9

S  i ^ A l / C O k t  ROHEO

ft^ p firc H K e  
s^o

■ n
/ /

}5- J3 )^ w A

D EC LA SSIFIED

Authority . ^  ^  / / ^ f -7  r
B y _ _ ^ ii: i_ _ ,  NARS, Date '  1 2

usHM■•: l i i lJ it fT f* / ,T ; ;  «=  ̂ ,- 
Pn C0f^><AVF2?R.jAf AKJ

"1 ^ .,d ;i r Wsa

1 - - > FOLLO£-UP NO IT O  M-t CRIT3C 1-6«.
AS O f \ 8 1 3 5 W  ^ !!^ ? 'u W B E r‘^ S M  p o s n  t 8 - 3«w t 0 6 - 52E .
S ^ » E «  H H  I t \ o« . ro s

-  . s  -
J

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /  T-O -P 9- E- C -R-£-^  FOLLOW S / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

DECLASSIFIED

Authority
B y ■ NABS, Date P . ,:;dVV TKA615VV FUN159 ^

•••••ZZ RUATUL RUHLHL 
DE RUMGUN 315 I8/1426Z  
Z 0 181426Z 4^  
f f f “CT6 S E \ ^  SEVEN P T  S IX  
TO RUATUL/BVK6/C0MSENTHFLT 
RUHLHL/CINCPACFXT 
INFO RUEKDA/JCS '
RUECW/CNO
r u h lh q / c in pa c
RUM FUI/U4KT/CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEPCR/STAtfe' DEPT 
RUEKDA/SEC pEF 
RUEPIACIA
RUEPCR/DIRNSA i v
RJIR/AMEMB ^AIGSN 
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL
RUMFCR/A0EV/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT S IX  P T  S IX  
RUAGFL/; 3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT TWO P T  ONE 
RUEAHQ/DIA 
B T

v X ^ P - -S-E 0 R- J - T —
TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S )
S ITR E P  FOUR )
A, COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z
B . MY 18 i337Z
1. I81355Z WAVY PEON REPORTS HE HAS X  i 
HELD TOTAL OF F IV E  H O STILE SURRIW&TS^ANDMAS F IR ED  ON A LL. 
REPORTS B E L IE V E  TH REE TG TS SUNK..
2 . NE6ATIVE|8AMA6E TO DESOTO SH IP S  181408Z.
3 .  181408Z. WAVY PEON REPORTS PROCEEDING TO POINT NORTHEAST OF 
POINT ALK. AND W ILL  AMPLIFY INFO. SENT PREVIO USLY. A LL Q UIET AT 
PRESEN T.

©•

GP-1
B T

NNNN
: V  -.'- •

p R e s s n K T D N  o o n r

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



T T ~ V r r 1 3

<>

; I

y-
EUCvSS 
..........ZZ -srrs-

RECeiVED 
WHASA

1964 SEP 18 ^45 ^

d e c l a s s if ie d

A u th o rity : ,  A
T3„  . NARS, D a te .I.i----

i !

DE niJEPCR 033 1S/1456Z 
EM 1 CC.S55Z 1,....—- - * ^

■■■irJFO T?'J^PWV.VyHlTE HOUSE 
RUE'iC it/5-53

■■*• FM {;TG S2V5:;'5 SSSEN P T  S IX  
TOO RUATULBVKG/ CO?-:SSSSNTHFLT 
H'Jfn..}!L/CIfv’CPACFLT 
Ii'}FD RUEKDA/JCSS 
R:JECV.’C\’0 
RUi^].H0/CI^3C?AC 
RbTFU I/U4KTC TF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUErCHVHXTJ- HOUSE 
RUA.'^CH/L'TATE DAFT 
RUEKDASSC DEF 
RIJEPIA/CIA
R is p c R / j iR n s s s s s s u ry ira m em b  sa ig o n
K-LIvir^GSSSSGSSUSMACV
JEf-^rSSSSSSCOf^MAVPHIL
RUMrCP/AflEV/CIU SSSSK* SSSSN P T S l/ f ?T SI)C 
RUAGFL/M3TC/CTU SSSSM ZERO PT Ttt’O PT Om 
RUEAHQ/DIA
B T —
■g 0 r  SLl* li R 2- T

I ,

■j
TO^;:a^^ViJLF DESSSS PATROL <S3LQ

.S IT R E P  THREE , ' . .
A. COMSAvE'X'THFLT 1205332 
B» f'Y i?A 23SZ
i .  lSi2Â ’̂ vJAVY PEON REPORTS KAVPH FIPEDPIFTAlCt] FIV E I '̂CK '
RwDr; AGAIK-ST TGTS.?SS ASSIMATAS "iimzi H ITS  0̂ 3 CKE SCAT.
?.c 1SI25?.;-? -̂ AVY PEON REPORTS SITUATIO^J HAND FOR PREUENT AND 
HOLDUPS CAP OVERHEAD, ■
5* !S I5 rj3 Z , WAVY PEĜ J REPORTS ONE T3 T  ?(ELD, BELIEV E PT 30AL. MO 
ADDK'L ASSY REQUIRED.
4* COr^STEL LAUI^CHED 2 F43 , 1 E lE ,  A4» 2 A U  W ILL KEEP CAP/
S IP

ACFT OVER DESSTO PATROL UFi^, ;

3?} i

V'".

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



NATIONAL MILITARY C C , V i D  CENTER 
MESŜ £E C£NT£B

D EC EA SSIFIED  
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)

NARS. Date ~ ̂

VV EUH711CED 942 
" Z Z -  RUEPCR 

DE .RUECW 
T  NMCC 
VV 305 
"  ”  ’ ZZ RUECW 
DE^RUHLHL 2793 18/1531Z 
Z iS i5 3 iZ  . -
FM-CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUECW/CNO 
RUISJiaZCiNCPAC '

( r~ 1 8 U 3  3Z^^j g ^
t m T^ m s e W o t h f l t
TO CTG 77 .6  
INFO CTU 7 7 .6 .6  
CINCPACFLT •
BT

—6—ft—C—T —
i «  REQUEST YOU DETACH ONE WATCHDOG DD TO PROCEED TO AREA 
OF NIGHT ACTION FOR SEARCH AND COLLECTION OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
OF ATTACKS.
2o IN  ADDITION HAVE RECON AIRCRAFT OVER AREA AT F IR S T  
LIG HT TO SEARCH AREA AND PROBABLE RETIREMENT TRACK OF 
ATTACKING CRAFT.
3o UNODIR RESUME DESOTO PATROL 19 SEPT IN  ACCORDANCE 
LA TEST INSTRUCTIONS.
GP FOUR 
BT

..........SACSA-5 D IA -U  NMCC-2 JRQ-2

CS 18/ 377 ADV COPIES FURM CJCS, NMCC, JRG AND SEC DEX- ---------
PAGE 1 OF i ( 1814 33Z SEP 6k
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J S

NATIONAL MiUTAnV CC;.;r.l-VJD CEMTEB 
UESSASE CENTS)

*»» » »ZZ  RUEKDA 
ZOV RUMF

d e c l a s s if ie d  

A uthority 2 ^ ------
L U )  m a r s ,  D a t e .

* * » " Z Z  RUMFUAO RUEKDA 
DE-RUMFCR 417B 
RUAUDA T  CTU 70.2/3  
RUMFUAO T  CZ 72 
RUATNS T  NAVSECGRU ACT FIEEMA 
RUEAHQ T  DIA 
RUECW T  JACE/AJCC 

OSD/ISA
RUAGFL T  NAVSECGRUDET COMUSTDC 

NAVSECGRUACT T A IP E I  
RUERC T  NECPA 
RUEKMJ T  NEAGP 
RUEKDA T  JOS (JRC)
RUMALC T  6925 SG CLARK AFB
7 QC -— s

'(Z_J^ 15 iL2Z_^ C r 
FM CTU 77,6/6  
TO AIG 181 
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
ZEN/CTFS77 
RUMFUAO/07OG/CTF 76 
ZEN/CTG 77 .7  
DYZEN/CTG 77.6  
RUWDAF/MOPHOTOUPAC 
ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA P H IL  
BT

-g- E- C R E -T  
AMPLIFYING REPORT ON DESOTO 181327Z S ITR E P  
1* SUTREP FOLLOWS, IN TWO PARTS, FACTS AFD OPINIONS.
2 . f a c t s :
A. AT 181942H MORTON AND EDWARDS STEAMING IN COLUMN DISTANCE 2000 
YDS, COURSE 130 SPD 20 K TS , CONDITION OF READINESS THREE, AT LAT 
18-48N LONG 106-/18.6E.
B . MADE SURFACE RADAR CONTACT AT 181943H BRG 118 RANGE 20,500 YDS. 
TRACKED ON COURSE 213 AZ 17 K TS . NO LIGHTS SHOWING. WATCHED CONTACT 
CLOSING U N TIL  AT 11,500 YDS WITH A 3^00 YD CPA.

IN F 0 ... . .C J C S -1  DJS-3 SJCS-1 J3-6  J5-1 SACSA-5 NMCC-2 JRG-2 SEC DEF-5 
... ISA -9  PA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CMC-10 (WHITE H0USE)-3 (STA TE) (CIA)
i  ;jlNSA) F IL E - 1  (5^)

TWC

ADV COPIES TO CJCS NMCC JRC AND SEC DEF 

CS/18/46S PAGE I  OF 2 PAGES 1815422 SEP 64

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



Co AT 1S1950H WITH TARGET AT APPROX 9500 YDSfTUHlJBD;, ..^IGHT 30 DEGREES 
AND INCREASED SPEEP' '■ 2 KTS.'TO CLEAR CCNTACT MORE. AT 2014 TURNED 
RIGHT €3 MORE DEGREES WHEN RAWGE CONTINUED TO CLOSE. CONTACT S P L IT  
TO 2 CONTACTS, CAME RIGHT AND INCREASED SPEED TO 23 KNOTS* HEARD 
HYDROPHONE EFFEC TS ON SAME BEARING. (NOTES TRAINING OF SONARMEN 
CONDUCTED YESTERDAY.)
Do 182003H SQV COND OF READINESSS .. S H IP S . TUNED 60 DEGREESD
FURTHER RIGHT TO EVADE TORPEDOES IN CASE F IRED .
Eo 1S2006H MADE SURFACE CONTACT BRG 292 RA N G ESll,200.
F/ 1S200SH CHANGED COURSE TO 160. AND SLOWED TO 15 KNOTSSTO PASS 
BETWEEN CONTACTS IN.-CASE FRIENDLY.
Go NO CONTACTS SHOWED ANY LIG H TS.
K/ lS201g H SIDED TO' MOVESTWEEN AND AWAY FROM TARGETS RAPIDLY.
I .  1820IgH CONTACTS ON BOTH BOWS CLOSING TRACKED AT SPEEDS FROM 
22-35 KNOTS
J .  1S2019H AT BEARING 137 RANGE 5 M ILES DIRECTED MORTON FIRED ONE 
WARNING SHOT AYEAD OF CONTACTS ON PORT BBW/
K . 182020H WHEN TARGETS CONTINUED TO CLOSE RAPIDLY ORDERED MORTON 
TO - OPEN FIRE,.
L/  AT -82022K DIRECTED EDWARDS TO F IR E  WARNING SHOT AHEAD OF CLOSING 
TARGET ON H IS S ID E/
M. 1S2023H MORTON CEASED F IR E , H ITS . OBSERVED, ONE TARGET DISAPPEARED, 
OTHER OPENED RAPIDLY TO SOUTHWEST.
No AZ 182025Z DIRECTED EDWARDS TO OPEN F IR E  ON TARGET CLOSING ON H IS  
S ID E . FOUR H ITS  OBSERVED X EDWARDS. TARGET DISAPPEARED ANDS EASED F IR E  
AT 182032H.
0 , 182128H MORTON FIRED WARNING SHOT AT TARGET BEARING U 5-8500  WITH 
HYDROPONE EFFEC TS. OPENED F IR E  AT 2026H. THREE H ITS  OBSERVED TARGET 
FADED.
P . BOTH SHIPS FIRED. ON TARGET AT 079-8500 AT 2136 ONE DIRECT H IT  BY 
MORTON AND FIV E H ITS  OBSERVED BY EDWARDS. TARGET DISAPPEARED. , .
Q/ 182137H CEASED ALL FIR IN G .,
R . NO TARGETS.VISUALLY SIGHTED* NO DESCRIPTION PO SSIBLE.
S« TOTAL ROUNDS FIRED BY HORTON 56-5 INCH 128-3 INCH. BY EDWARDS 
15 2-5 INCH 6-3 INCH NO KNOWN ROUNDS FIRED  AT E ITH E R  MORTON OR EDWARDS. 
NO KNOWN TORPEDOES.FJRED AT E ITH E R .S H IP /
T  ALL' CONTACTS RADAR
3 !  OPINIONS: TYPE SH IP  NOT KWOWN COULD BE SWATOWS OUTSIDE OF GUN - 
RANGE. I F  SWATOWS ONLY EXPLANATION FOR NOT USING ALL.. OF SPEED IS  
UNSURE OF DESTROYER PO SITIO NS. ’ Or .
GP-3 
B T. •••

TWC CS/18/A68 PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES 181542Z SEP 64
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I

RECEIVED  ̂
ŴASA . .

••
1964 SEP 18 17 10 . _ |

P EC LA SS IF IED  .|
EUC502 , 2 > a h  J - / S ^ - 7 C  - |

ZZ RUEPWW B y , NARS. Date___ ^ ^  ^  .■'•]
DE RUEPCR 141 18/1706Z ' \
Z  181705Z .
FM JCS , . . .
INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE 
RUEPIA/CIA

^ 0  i 8 i 6 0 i z ) ^ ^  ' ■ ’
F fTC TlS^ EV EN  SEVEN PT S IX  , ' : ' ' ,
TO RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT
INFO RUEKDA/JCS '
RUECW/CNO .
RUHLHQ/CINCP-.CFLT ^
RUM FUI/U4KT/^TF SEVEN SEVEN 
RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE
RUEPCR/STATE DEPAT /
RUEKDA/SEC DEF ' . v
RUEPIA/CIA  
RUEPCR/DIRNSA 
RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV ' .
RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL '
RUMFCR/A0EV/CTU SEVEN SEVEN P T S IX  P T  S IX
RUMSBJ/M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO P T TWO PT ONE '
RUEAHQ/DIA 
B T

a L  C "!T L  1 “
TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S>
S ITR E P  F IV E  ,
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z .
B . MY 181426Z
1. NO CHANGE SINCE S IT R E P  FOUR. 4
2 . 181520Z CONSTEL E lB  ILLUM INATED AREA
V IC IN ITY  SCENE OF ACTION IN 5
EFFORT SIGHT BOATS V ISU A LLY . REE FLA RES V’ -V /
EXPENDED.NO EV ID EN C E SIG HTED . 3 . USS RUPERTUS- - - '
PROCEEDING SCENE OF ACTION TO JOIN DESOTO ' .
PATROL FOR SEARCH AND COLLECTION OF 3
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF ATTACK. DESOTO 
PATROL SH IP S  NOW RETURNING TO SCENE OF 
ACTION, FOR SEARCH OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE.
ACFT SEARCH LA ID  ON FOR F IR S T  L IG H T.
GP-1 
B T

■(

f
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HATIONAL MILITARY COKMAfiD CENTER 
HESSA{£ CEHTEB

l y

BECnASSmED  

f,l,ll,H,n1iT r

/ J V  ^ N ^ ,  B a t« .= :^ J £ = /

EEZCIEO769CEIA265CEA901 
00 RUEKDA
DE RUHLHL 2S26 18/2139Z 
0 182139Z 
FM CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUECW/CNO 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
m e p A / J cs^

<0-1816101)^ :—
FM CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT S IX  
TO USS CONSTELLATION 
INFO CINCPACFLT 
COMSEVENTHFLT 
CTF SEVEN SEVEN 
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SEVEN 
BT
^ E- C R E T--- -
1. LAUNCH TWO A3B 190515H TO VIC 18-4W /106-45E . REPORT TO 
CTU 7 7 .6 .6  364 .2  MC FOR SEARCH OF AREA AND PROBABLE RETIREMENT 
TRACK FOR PHYSICAL EVIDENCE OF ATTACK N ITE  OF 18 S EP .
GP-4
BT

IN F O ,,.. .C J C S - l D jS-3  SJCS-1 J3-6  J5-1 SACSA-5 DIA-IA NMCC-2
JRG-2- SEC DEF-5 ISA -9 PA-i ■GSA-2 CSAF-2 CMC-10 (WHITE 
H 0U SE-.^ jrF ILE-.l< 68)(STA TE)(C IA X N SA )  

cs 18/ 6 i 2 TWC W  ............... . PAGE-I- OF 1 ( 1821^92 SEP 64  J
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TKA699 /
Ow RUEKDA
DE RUMFCR 602B 17/1728Z 
RUAUDA T  CTU 7 0 .2 .3  
RUATNS T  NAVSECGRUACT FUTEMA 
RUEAHQ T  DIA j
RUECW T  JACE/ATCC OSD/ISA 
RUAGFL T  NAVSECGRUDET COMMUSTDC 

NAVSECGRUACT T A IP E I  
RUERC T  NECPA 
RUEKMJ T  NEACP 
RUEKDA T  JCSSPKJRC)
RUMALC T  6925 SG CLARK AB 
ZOC

If L  Jt
MMIOKAL fvJiLITARY COWWAND CENTER 

MESSAGE CENTta

IS

/C TT8 jjZ3^Z-  
^ T f ^ T U  77.

Authority
DECLASSIFIED
K o \

6 .6
TO AIG 181 
ZEN/CTF77 
ZEN/CTG 7 7 .6  
INFO ZEN/TU 7 7 .6 .6  
ZEN/CTF 76 
RUWDAF/XOPHOTOUPAC 
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA PH IL  
BT

"S'T!—C R  ̂ T
SEP 181200Z DESOTO PATROL OPTUM (S)
A. CTU 7 "^ 6 .6  180318Z
1. PATROL-ED FROM DELTA-ECHO-FOXTROT-ECHO-DELTA RANDOMLY/ PASSED 
THRU DELTA NORTH BOUND AT 180743H. EX ITTED  AT DELTA AT 11755H.
POSITSS AS FOLSS 180800H -  17-46/5N 106-11 .2E  181200H -  1 9 -4 2 .5N 
106-24E 182000H -18-45N 106-53E VARIOUS MODERATE SPEEDS AND 
IN TERM ITTEN T EMCON USED. WEATHER VARIED FROM HEAVY THUNDERSTORMS 
AND RAIN SQUALLS 0200H-1000H TO CLEAR WUTH OCCASIONAL SMALL SHOWERS 
DURING REMAINDER PERIOD.
2. CONTACTS DURING PERIOD:
A. VISUAL:

(1) NUMEROUS FISiifING FLOATS THROUGHOUT PATROL AREA, BUT NO FISHING  
BOATS EXCEPT AS BELOW.

(2) 2 FISHING JUNKS TRAWLER T Y ^  AS REPORTED REF A DROPPED SA ILS , 
WENT ON POWER AT RANGE ABOUT 8000 YDS/ BOTH HAD RADIO ANTENNA/ PASSED 
ABEAM AT 2100 YDS AT 19-22N 116-10E. PROBABLY MADE REPORT INCLUDING 
BOW NUMBERS HAVE PHOTOGRAPHS.

(3) AT 181045H AT 19-30N 1 0 6-1 3 .5E SIGHTED LARGE JUNK BEARING 026T
11.5 M ILES CLOSING IN JUNK HAD TWO LARGE SA ILS AND J IB ,  APPEARED NEW 
AND IN UNUSUALI^r GOOD CONDITION TBEN PASSED ABEAM AT RANGE ABOUT 2 .5  
MI. TRACKED AftD ALTERED COURSE TO NORTH. AT 181140H EDWARDS MADE - 
SONAR CONTACT AT 1 9 .4 4 .IN 10 6-2 3 .2E, ALTHOUGH ONLY 80 FE E T  IN WATER, 
THE JUNKS PRESENCE GAVE MORE LOGISTIC THE CONTACT. BOTH SHIPS HELD 
CONTACT AT 1142. DIVERTED FROM PATROL AN INVESTIGATED CONTACT USING

INFO..........CJCS-2 DJS-3 SJCS-1 J3 -6  J5-1 SACSA-5 DIA-14 NMCC-2 JRG-2
SEC DEF-5 ISA -9  PA-5 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CMC-10 (WHITE HOUSE)-3 
iS TA TE ) (CIA) (NSA) F IL E - 1  (73)
ADV COPIES TO CJCS NMCC JRG AND SEC DEF 

VAZW CS/19/460 PAGE 1 OF 2 PAGES A 1S1730Z SEP 64
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PINWHELL TACTIC U N TIL 181210H. BDTH SHIPS EVALUATED PROBABLE NON-SUB. 
LARGE JUftK OPENED TO NORTH. BROKE OFF CONTACT SINCE PATROL WOULD 
CONTINUE NORTH EA ST FOR ABOUT ONE HOUii TOWARD END OF PATROL AT POINT 
FOXTROT AND THEN AGAIN WOULD REVERSE COURSE AND RETRAVERSE CONTACT 
AREA. WANTED TO WATCH JUNK MOVEMENTS-* SET EMCON BUT NO SUB TYPE RADARS 
PICKED UP FOR NEXT THREE HOURS. WHEN PATROL REVERSED AND HEADED 
BACK TO CONTACT AREA, SAME LARGE JUNK REVERSED COURSE AND CLOSED TRACK. 
WHEB CONTACT AREA PASSED WITHOUT CONTACT AND JUNK PASSED ABEAM AT ABOUT 
ax M ILES, JUNK REVERSED COURSE AND CONTINUED NORTH TOWARD MAINLAND. 
EVALUATION: A LARGE JUNK ON PATROL, BUT WORTH NOTING IN FUTURE 
SURVEILLANCE.

C4) 181415H NEAR HON ME. SIGHTED FAST MOVING SURFACE CONTACT WHICH 
DISAPPEARED ON NORTHWESTERLY COURSE.
B. RADAR CONTACT (NOT HEW-D V ISUA LLY) AT 172217H HELD TWO CONTACTS B ^  
0 1 2 T-3 9 .5  MI APlD 1 2 0 T-2 5 .3  MI FROM MORTON (PO SIT 1 9 -0 1 .9N 1 0 7 -2 5 .2E2  
BOTH CONTACTS TRACKING 150 12 KNOTS, SAME AS TU 7 7 .6 .6 .  CONTACTS 
HELD STEADY IN R ESPEC TIV E TRACKS AFTER PATROL CHANGED COURSE TO NW
AT 180155H. e v a l u a t io n : PROBABLE SMALL COASTAL VESSELS FROM HAIPHONG.
C. ECM CONTACTS: 181555H AT 1 9 -0 8 .0N 106-12 .8E DETECTED ( IN IT IA L  DF 
BRG 125). FORMED SAU, RAN DOWN BEARING. NO SONAR CONTACT. LA TE ^
SAME FREQ PICKED UP AjlD FOLLOWING FIN G ERPRIN TS MADE AND TAPED: CONICAL 
SCAN, PRF NOT DTMD, HELD FOR TH REE MIN. PIC TURES OF TRACE MADE. 
EVALUATION: NOT SUB RADAR/
3. FUEL ONBOARD MORTON AT 1S2400H 65 P E ^ E N T , ON EDWARDS 60 PERCENT.
4. INTEND RESUME PATROL ONE HOUR AFTER SUNRISE 19 SEP  
GP-3
BT

TWO CS/19/460 PAGE 2 OF 2 PAGES 181730Z SEP 64
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i'— ^ - t .

5 5 1 6 2

EUC514 
00 RUEPWW 
ZOV RUEPCR

00 RUEPCR
DE RUMGUN_394 18/1737Z 

181737^3-^c  
fT ^ ' ' s e W e n  s e v e n  PTHKIX  
TO RUATUL/BVVKG/OMSEVENTHFLT 
RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUECW/CNO 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
RUMGUI/U4KT/CTF SEVVEN SEVEN 
RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEPCR/STATE DEPT 
RUEKDA/SEC DEF 
RUEPIA/CIA  
RUEPCR/DIRNS 
RUMJIR/KEM3 SAIGON 
RUMSMA/C0My3?^ACV 
RUMFS/COK;^AVPHILA
RUMFCR/A02. .g TU  3EVEN SEVEN P T S IX  P T S IX  
RUMSBJ/M3T0/CT'J SEVEN ZERO P T  TWO PT ONE 
RUEAKQ/DIA 
B T
T  0 P T  E C R "E-T----- -

n£CffVfO
WHASA

1964 SEP 18 19 00

Authority . 

B y _ ^

D EC LA SSIFIED

i

•NARS, Date.

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S )
S ITR E P  S IX  ' .
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z
B . MY 181601Z
U  NO SIG NIFICANT CHANGE SINCE S IT R E P  F IV E .x  .
2 ,  EA MORTON/EDWARDS SCENE OF ATTACK - .
ABT 181900Z; ETA RUPERTUS AST V182020Z V
3 . A IH /E IB  ACFT FROM BOTH CVAS 
SEARCHING FWENE OF ATTACK CONTINUOUSLY.
W ILL AUGMENT SEARCH WITH A3 AT F IR S T  L IG H T. AIM ACFT UNDER E IB  
PO SITIV E RADAR CONTROL .
GP-1 V  ̂ .
B T . ■ ■■■

NNNNV

■
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i%4SEP

S' >:

/'•

Authority

t i y _ £ i£

d e c l a s s if ie d  ;• 
^ C S

5 5 1 5 7 - 's

EUC511 
•••••ZZ RUSPWW 
DE RUEPCR 159 18/1840Z 
Z 181839Z ■ ^
FM JCS ^
INFO REEPWy/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE 
RUEPIA/CIA .
Z 181809Z ^

■ FM CINCPACFLT 
. INFO RUEKDAX/JCSSS

RUECW/CNO 
RUHLHQ/CMINCPAC, ' j i  
Z 1 8 1 7 2 2 2 - ^  i
FM CT6 SSSSN SSSSN P T  SSSEN  
TO RUMGUN/H3WX/CTG SEVEN SEVEN P T  S S IX  
INFO RUM FUI/U4KT/CTF SSSSSN SSSSN  
RUATUL/BVKG/COMSSSSNTHFLT 
RUHLHL/CIKCPACFLT 
BT

' -S-E C“R 1 i ^ V
GULF OF “mMKIN INCIDENT PIL'O T D EB R IEF
1. BON HOffME RICHARD CAP P ILO T L T  WOODROW VF194 (ACFT MODEX 404)
WAS SSATIONED AT 2 5 ,0 0 0  F T .  OVER EDWARDS HELD V ISUA LLY ON 
EASSERLY HEADING. P ILO T DESSENDED TO 10,000 F T .  AND SS I6H TED  TWO 
WAKES BEARING 330T ESSIM ATED FOUR TO F IV E  M ILES FROM EDWARDS AT APP- 'T- 
ROXIMATELY 182115H. -WAKES PARALLELED EDWARDSSS

COURSE AND SPEED . NO VISUAL
IGHTSN8 OF CRAFT CAUSING WAKESSSS V IS IB I L I T Y  

UNRESSSICTED IN  MOONLIGHT. AT T H IS  TIM E EDWARDS REPORTED CONTACTSSS

f:;'J-AV-'--
RUMRUG 757 G E C R E  T

PAGE a

ONE TO T¥0 M ILES TO HER NORTH WERE TO BE 
TAKEN UNDER F IR E .  P ILO T RETURNED  

TO 2 5 ,0 0 0
5 . COULD SEE GUN FLA SHES BUT NOT INPACT PO INTS NOR EVIDENCE OF 

HITSSM DD’ S PRVEDED UNDER OVERGASS AN© WERE LQSS TO CAP P IL O T . ;
GP-3 , . ,: / V- .
B T

^=WSS?VATION c o p y
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1
WATIONAL MILITAnY COF.ir̂ AND C EN ie

MESSAGE CENTER

7-1

D EC LA SSIFIED  
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)

J J tl / 0 ' Z 9 - 7 S

VZCZCIEN309CEIA160ERBOT-----
00 RUEKDA 

- D£- E l]i iU l^ 0 9 5  1 8/175 7Z 
LO P J .81 759Z~ > ^  - 

FM C I NCP AC^
TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUMGUN/CTG 77*6  
RUMFCR/CTU 7 7 *6 .6  
RUHLKM/CINCPACAF 
RUMSMA/GOMUSMAGV 
BT
C-O N F r  D-E N T  I  A L -----
DESOTO (U)
A, JGS 8790 DTG 181550Z NOTAL
U  IN ADDITION QUESTIONS IN REF A D ESIRE INFO ON FOLLOWING; 
*.A.  ANY FT OR TORPEDO WAKES SIGHTED BY OUR DD»S OR AIRCRAFT? 

B* ANY PHOTOS?
Ĝ  ANY EGM? -
D^ ANY VISUAL SIGHTINGS?
£♦ WERE OUR DD’ S ABLE TO LOCK ON WITH FG RADAR?
F^ BEARING AND-RANGE TO REPORTED TARGETS ON IN IT IA L  CONTACT, 
Ĝ  BEARING AND RANGE TO TARGETS WHEN DD *S OPENED F IR E ,
H  ̂ COULD TGT HAVE BEEN FLOCK OF BIRDS? - 

2 . INCLUDE JCS AS INFO ADDEE,
GP-4
BT.
INFO..........CJCS-1

JRG-2
DJS-3 SJCS-1 J3-6  J4»-2 J5-1  

SEC DEF-5 ISA -9  CSA-2 CSAF-2
H 0U SE-3 ;(STA TE)(C IA )(N SA ) RRA-1 F I L  -1 (7 2 )  

CS 18/513 m zjfi/

SACSA-5 DIA-14 NMCC-2 
CNO-2 CMC-10 (WHITE

ADV COPIES FURN CJCS, D JS, NMCC AND SEC DEF
PAGE 1 OF 1

r
T817 59Z SEP
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NATIONAL M!UTA?.V COMMAND CEMTEfi 
NlESSf.OE CESTER

d e c l a s s if ie d

Authority .
Tt., LLJ  NARS, Date

ZCZCPHP002VV PBK656 
00 RUEKDA
DE RUHLHL 2822 1 8 /2 U 7 Z
0 182117Z 
FM CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUECW/CNO 
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC

\Z 181824ZV<̂  
n n S TU  77«6.6  
TO COMSEVENTHFLT 
INFO CTG 77*6 
CINCPACFLT 
Br

C ------
Deso to  P A v m  a c tio n
A. your 18.702Z
lo t h e r e  i s  no d o ubt i n  my MIND THAT WE ENCOUNTERED SURFACE TARGETS. 
bo th  cos CONCUR. SURFACE RADARS TRACKED THEM F IR E  CONTROL RADARS 
bo th  SHIPS LOCKED ON WITH GOOD SOLUTIONS PRIOR FIRING
2. WHAT THE TARGETS WERE I  DO NOT KNOW, SINCE NONE WERE SIGHTED 
VISUA LLY. ALL FIRING By TH IS  UNIT WAS DONE OUTSIDE SWATOW GUN RANGE. 
OF SWATOWS, TH E IR  HIGH SPEED WAS NOT FULLY U T IL IZ E D . NORMAL RADAR 
RANGE ON SWATOW CRAFZ SHOULD BE BEYOND THE MAX RANGE OF 21,500 YDS 
CONTACT MADE TON S H T . CAN ONG TRUE THAT SADHQEMJS TONIGHT AND 
TOMORROW FOR DEBRIS W ILL PROVIDE AN ANSWER.
3 . 1  WAS FULLY AWARE OF THE MOST SERIOUS NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
IMPLICATIONS OF OVONKGG FP AO. I  WAS- EQUALLY AWARE OF THE MOFT 
SERIOUS NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL EFFECTS OF LOSS OR DAMAGE TO 
ONE OF OUR SHIPS AT TH IS  TIM E IN  T H IS  AREA.
4. THE DECISION TO OPEN F IR E  WAS MINE, WITH FAST MOVING, UNLIGHTED, 
CLMNING CONTEDSS ON E ITH E R  BOW, AT NIGHT, IN AN AREA IN  WHICH 
PREVIOUS ATTACKS ON U . S .  SH IPS HAD BEEN MADE- I  DECIDED TO F IR E  
WARNING SHOTS F IR S T ,  THEN WHEN THESE WENT UNHEEDED, I  DIRECTED BOTH 
SHIPS TO OPEN F IR E ,  WHICH THEY DID PROMPTLY AND CAPABLY.
1 W ILL RESUME DESOTO PATROL SIMIOUSLY DIRECTED l9  SEP .
GP-3
BT

............S R G ^ ^ lS E C ^ i r r  ®ACSA- 5  D IA - 1 4  NMCC- 2

CS iS /58 8  T W C . ^  ADV COPIES^FURN CJCS, DIA, AND §EC DEF
PAGE 1 OF i  I181824Z SEP Sk
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7 ^ ..

NATIONAL MILITARY COMaVJD CENTia< 
MESSAGE CtSTEB

P - ?

D EC LA SSIFIED

Authority .1)
By. L ( aJ NARS, Dateu

C IH912'
•»Z2 RUEKDA 

ZOV RUECW 
RUEKC T  JACE/AJCC 
RUEKDA T  OSD/ISA 
PHK313V TFC851 
” ’ " Z Z  RUECW 
DE RUMFGWIB 18/2137Z 
RUAUDA T  CTU 70<»2.3 
RUMFUAO T  CTF 72 
RUATNS T  NAVSECGRU ACT FUTEMA 
RUEAHQ T  DIA 
RUECW T  JACE/AJCC 

OSD/ISA
RUAGFL T  NAVSECGRUDET COMUSTDC 

NAVSECGRUACT T A IP E I  
RUERC T  NECPA 
RUEKMJ T  NEACP 
RUEKDA T  JCS (JRC)
RUMALC T  6925 SG CLARK AB

r2 0 C _______^

FM CTU 77 .6«6  
TO AIG 101
INFO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
ZEN/CTF 77 
ZEN/CTF 76 
RUWDAF/MOPHOTOUPAC 
ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA P H IL  
EEN/CTG 7 7 o6 
ZEN/CTG 7 7 .7  
BT

-S-E C R E T
AMPLIFYING REPORT ON DES 0 181542Z S ITR E P  
A. MY 181542Z
1, ADD TO r e f  a a f t e r  SUB-PARA 2 GOLF: TU  7 7 . 6 . 6  MANEUVERING AT 
HIGH SPEED TO MAINTAIN MOST GUNS BEARING AT MOST THREATENING 
TARGETS. ALL COURSES AND SPEEDS NOT INCLUDED IN IN TER EST EXPEDITING  
SITSUM .
3 . AT PRESENT T IM E , 190313H, TU  7 7 . 6 . 6  PLUS RUPERTUS COMMENCING 
SWEEPS THROUGH ACTION AREA ATTEMPTING LOCATE D EBR IS .
4. MORTON MT 51 OPERATIVE E TR  EDWARDS MK 56 DSR 190400H.
GP-3
BT

INFO ••••aCJCS-l D jS-3  SJC S-i J3-6  J5~ l SACSA-5 NMCC-2 JRG-2
SEC DEF-5 ISA -9 PA-1 CSA-2 CSAF-2 CMC-10 (WHITE HOUSE-3) 
F I L E - 1 ( S T A T E )  (CIA)(NSA)

CS 18/610 TWC > • PAGE l.O F  i- 181925Z SEP 6k
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ivivivw

RECEIVED
WHASA

S IF IE D
Authority /•" / V  "

/ J a J  \ NARS. Date / - ^ y -By.

' , 1964 SEP !8 23  49
EUC559
’ ’ •••ZZ RUEPWW 
DE RUEPCR 235 1 S/2345Z 
Z 182344Z 
FM JCS
INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE DEPT 
RUEHCR/STATE DEPT 
RUEPIA/CIA 
RUEPCR/NSA

FM CTU 7 7 .6 ,6  
TO CTF 77 .6  '
INFO RUHLHL/GINCPACFLT 
ZEN/COMSEVEffTHFLT 
ZEN/CTF 77 
ZEN/TU 77.6^6  
DEN/USS RUPEfirUS 
BT- ■ ' ' '

19 SEP DESOTO PATROL AND RUPERTUS
1. CTU 7 7 ,6 .6  PLUS RUPERTUS CONDUCTING SEARCH FOR DEBRIS V IC IN ITY  
18-4 IN 106-29E IN SCOUTING L IN E . HEAVY RAIN SQUALL ACTIVITY PRESENT 
AND W ILL PROBABLY P ER S IS T  UN TIL ABOUT 191000H IF  FOLLOWS PATTERN 
LAST TWO DAYS MAKING AIR YGIQNG AND/OR SUPPORT D IFF IC U LT . TU  7 7 .6 .6  
MUST DEPART SEARCH AREA BY r90615H TO RESUME PATROL ON TIM E.
2 . RUPERTUS SHOULD NOT BE L E F T  HERE ALONE TO CONTINUE SEARCH.
3 . RECOMMEND RUPERTUS JOIN TU  7 7 .6 .6  IN DESOTO PATROL COMMENCING ’ 
190745H
4 . REQ ADVISE.
GP-3
BT : '

NNNN,

B iS E ^ A T lO M  O rp V
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RECa'IVED ''■ 
'WHASA •

EUC563 
00 RUEPWW

>964 SEP 19 00 53

DE RUEPCR 22 19/0020Z 
ZNR 

 ̂ 0 190019Z 
FM JCS '
INFO RUEPWW/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEHCR/STATE DEPT ' w
RUEPIA/CIA 
RUEPCR/NSA 
^ 1 8 2 p 2 Z y ^
fpT ^ t ĵc p a c flt
TO RUATUL/COMSEVENTHFLT . .
RUEPUA/JCS
RUMFCR/H3l»/X/£Te SEVEN SEVEN PT SIX  
RUMFCR/XlSW/CTU SEVEN SEVEN PT S IX  PT S IX
RUMSMA/C0NU5HACV
RUHLKM/CIWCPACAF
RUATH/COMM^VFORJAPAN
RUMFS/CCWNAVPHIL
RUMFCR/U4KR/CTF SEVEN SEVEN
RUECW/CNG
RUMFCR/R2TZ/CT6 SEVEN SEVEN PT FOUR 
RUMFCR/Z0RO/CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT SEVEN 
BT

5 5 2 Z 7

UNCLAS
CINCPAC I81934Z PASEP YOURS FORAC. ACKNOWLEDGE,
BT . -------- '

... / 

■f' .

I

NNNN

PRHf5EBVATlON OCPY
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Authority

EUC549 ' ,1
00 RUEPWW
zov RUEPCR ' RECEIVED
T  WHITE HOUSE WHASA
VZCZCIEM329CIAI02
00 RUEKDA RUEPCR RUEKDA RUEPIA RUEPCR 
DE RUMGUN 43S 18/2110Z 1964 SEP 18 2 2  31

/Z 0 18211 0 Z ^
CTG UXMEK’ SEVEN _^PT_SJX_J 

TO RUATUL/BVKG/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUECW/CNO
RUHLHQ/CINCPAC . ' ^
RUMGUI/VUORKT/CTNMSEVEN SEVEN b S - c lO
RUEPCR/WHITE HOUSE 
RUEPCR/STATE DEPT 
RUEKDA/SEC DEF 
RUEPIA/CIA 
RUEPCR/DIRNSA 
RUMJIR/AMEMS SAIRMFV 
RQSMA/COMUS:^ACV 
RUMFS/COMNAVPHIL
RUMFCR/A0EV/CTU SEVEN SEVAN PT S IX  PT SIX  
RUMSBJ/M3TC/CTU SEVEN ZERO PT TWO PT ONE 
BUEAHQ/
BTJF

'> C

DEGLAiSSIFIED

l ^ l S - 7 ^

NAES, Date.

I,

TONKIN GULF DESOTO PATROL (S ) '
S ITR E P  SEVEN
A. COMSEVENTHFLT 120633Z
B . MY 181737Z
1. NO CHANGE SINCE S TTREP STX.
2.  DEBRIEF ONE EIB/TWO AlH P ILO TS 181945Z IN CONSTEL REVEALS S ITR E P  
FIVE PARA 2 INACCURATE. FROM D EBRIEF, * AlH UNDER EDWARDS CONTROL 
VECTORED' IMMED ASTERN EDWARDS//.9459, (IN  COLUMN) TIM E 181530Z VIC 
17-57N, 107-26E INVESTIG TWO SURF CONTACTS. LEAD PILO T SIGHTED WHAT 
HE BELIEVED TWO WAXES TRAILING DESOTO SH IPS BY EST  8-10NM. ZX CLEAR, 
NEAR FU LL MOON, GOOD V IZ  MADE WAKES EA SILY  SEEN. BOATS NOT, RPT NOT

PAGE TWO RUMGUN 436 T -0 P-  S E- e R-g -T------
SIGHTED. TWO ACFT ILLUMINATED WITH F IV E  PARAFLARES. WAKES DISAPPEARED,’ 
BOATS NOT, RPT NOT SIGHTED. NO FURTHER WAKE SIGHTING AFTER ILLUMIN  
CEASED.
GP-1 
BT

NNNN
• V .  •

..s

'A**--
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K A m m  MILITARY C O m M id  CERFER 
a s s m  cotT£B

ZaEM4llVZCZCCIAl33CMCB666V TMD191 
00 RUEKDA - - -
DE RUMFCR 037C 19/0339Z 
RUAUDA T  CTU 70»2*3  
RUATNS T  NAVSECGRUACT FUTEMA 
TUEAHQ T  DIA
RUECW T  JACE/AJCC OSD/ISA
RUAGFL T  NAVSECGRUDET-COMUSTDC NAVSECGRUACT TA IP E I 
RUERC T  NECPA 
RUEKMJ T  NEACP 
RUEKDA T  JCS(JRC)
RUMALC I  6925 SG CLARK AFB 

n rJ S T ^ 2 5 Z \ ^
' FM-CTU 77o6«6 
TO AIG 181 - 

' INFO RUMSXA/COMUSXACV 
ZEN/CTF 77 - 
ZEN/CTF 76 
RUWDAF/MOPHOTOUPAC 
ZEN/NAVCOMMSTA PH IL  
ZEN/CTG 77*6 
ZEN/CTG 7 7 *.7
B T ...................
-&-&■ C R E T

DECLASSIFIED

Authority ^ —
R v L iJ  ... NAES, Date

DESOTO PATROL 1S2130Z S ITR EP
1« CONDUCTING SURFACE SEARCH FOR DEBRIS IN  ACTION AREA WITH  
TU 77/6»6 PLUS RUPERTUS/ THREE AURCRAFT ALSO UNDER PO SITIVE  
CONTROL-MORTON CONDUCTIN SEARCH ALONG PO SSIBLE RETIREMENT 
FOUTS FOR ANY CRIPPLES» SEARCH HAMPERED BY FREQUENT RAIN SQUALLS/
2 o MUST DEPART SEARCH AREA BY 19 0615H TO RESUME DESOTO PATROL 
GR-3
b t :
ACToioJ3-6

CJCS-2 DJS-3 SJCS-1 J5-1 SACSA-5 NMCC-2 JRG-2 SEC DEF-5 ISA -9
CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 (WHITE H0USE)-3 (STA TE) (CIA) (NSA) 
F IL E - 1  ' (56

ADVANCE COPIES TO NHCC 4 SEC DEF <--------------------
CS/19/177 PAGE 1 OF 1 1S2125Z SEP 64

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



A

m m U M  M ILITARY CCLiiVlAI^D C E N IIS  

MESSAGE CENTER

ZCZCPHP006VV PAF208 
00 RUEKDA
DE RUHLHQ 3130 18/2217Z 
0 1S2205Z<
FM CINCPAC
TO RUHLHL/CINCPACFLT 
INFO RUEKDA/JCS 
RUMFCR/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUMFCR/CTG 77*6  
RUMFCR/CTU 7 7 « 6 . 6 '  
RUMSMA/COMUSMACV 
RUHLKM/CINCPACAF 
RUAGFL/COMUSTDC 
RUAUAZ/COMUS JAPAN 
BT

- T -----

d e c la s s ifie d  

Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) 

Bx ' - N A ES, Date

-S - I C R E 
DESOTO
A« MY 18193 4Z
B . JCS 8805 DTG 182037Z NOTAL
C. MY 110 450Z NOTAL

2*. RESUME PATROL^IAW^REF°C COMMENCING PT DELTA OBSERVING 20 MILE

F0» r e f  B comply ACOORBINaV
AND ACKNOWLEDGE. GP-4.
BT

INFO. .CJCS-2 DJS-3 SJCS-1 J3 -6  J5-1 SACSA-5 DIA-14 NMCC-2 JRG-2 
SEC DEF-5 ISA -9  CSA-2 CSAF-2 CNO-2 CMC-10 (WHITE HOUSE)-3  
CSTATE) 4CIA) iNSA) F IL E - 1  (70)

ADV COPIES TO CJCS DIA AND SEC DEF 

CS/18/587 182205Z SEP 64

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



NATIONAL MiLITAnV GOLÛASD
MESSAGE CENTER

CENTER

VVV CWY539PBN31iii 
00 jRUEKDA
DE RUHLHL 2S40 18/2256Z
0 182256 Z - - -
FM-CINCPACFLT
INFO EUHLHQ/CINCPAC
RUECW/CNO -
RUEKDA/JCSSS

Z 1 8 2 2 2 3 Z K  
FM COMSEVENTHFLT 
TO CTF 77,6 
INFO CTG- 77o6,6 ' 
RUPERTUSSS. .

CINCPACFLT
CTF 77 
BT - - 

-S £ -C- R--&-

d e c l a s s if ie d

Autho^^^ . O .  11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)

NA ES, Date

YOUR 1S2 000Z
RETA IN  RUPZRTUS IN  SSARCH AREA U N TIL  THOROUGH SSARCH MADE OF 
AREA O RIG l/^L FU N F IR E . PROVIDE CAP. D ISSSN TIN U E SEARCH A T  
15100H THE.N. HAVE RUPERTUS RESUME WATCHDOG SSATIO N.
GP?4
B T i-
V

.......... DIA-14 NMCC-2

..................  ..................  1 OF 1 4822232 SEP  61)

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



PAG466X;IEI1370ZCPKO812VV 
f^P RUEKDA
JE RUKPA 3150 18/23^22
’ 182343Z ^ -----------------
'M GIN CPA C 
iO AIG S2S)
INFO RUKPHR/CINCUSARPAC
JUHPB/CIMCPACFLT
JUKLKM/CINCPACAF
iUHSHA/COHUSI-IACV
^UAMC/COMUSKOREA
^UAGFL/COMUSTDC
^UAUAZ/COKUSJAPAN
^UMFS/CINCPACREP P H IL
^UKDAG/CIMCAL
.iUWGALB/CINCNORAD
nUFLC/USCINCEUR
:\'UAPAL/USCINCSO
RUCJKH/CINCSTRIKE
nUECBAC/CINCLANT
RUHPCR/CINCSAC
r^UHPHK/CICPAC ADV
RUMGO/CINCPAC ACC
DT
4 ^ -a-p  3  E e i r

i im M .  f.l!U TA P ,y  C C r/ iM O  C SH TS }  

. eSSAG S GE^T£3

Authority

DEC LASSIFIED
7 f

'A

,, N A ES, D a te _ 2 - £ - Z ^

X T
TONKIN GULF <U)
S IT R E P  1 THROUGH 182200Z
1 . AT 181143Z GULF OF TONKIN DESOTO PATROL CONSISTING OF 
DD'S MORTON AND EDWARDS MADE RADAR CONTACT WITH SURFACE 
TARGETS CLOSING AT SPEEDS FROM 22-35 KNOTS. WARNING SHOTS 
F IR E D , TARGETS CONTINUED CLOSING. TARGETS ENGAGED DURING PERIOD  
181220Z TO 181337Z. ESTIM ATED FOUR TO F IV E  TARGETS TAKEN UNDER 
F IR E .
NO TARGETS VISUALLY SIG H TED . NO KNOWN ROUND OR 
TORPEDOES F IR ED  AT E ITH E R  DD.
2 . AREA TO BE SEARCHED AT DAYLIGHT FOR EVIDENCE. F:?EPARATI0NS . 
BEING MADE FOR PO SSIBLE RETALIATO RY ACTIONS BY PACFLT AND 
PACAF U N ITS . •
3 . RESUMPTION OF DESOTO P.-.TROL AWAITING JCS APPROVAL.
4 .  20 F - 1 0 0 'S  DIRECTED PROCEED CLARK TO DANANG..,
5 .  NO OTHER-ACTIONS ORDERED. GP-3. [
B T I
— ACT .> ; ;J 3 > 6  i l » 6 )

53

CJCS-2 47-8) DJS-3 49-11) SJCS-1 412) J5-1  413) SACSA-5 414-18)
D IA -4 419-22) NMCC-2 423-24) JRG-2 425-26) SEC DEF-5 427-31)
IS A -  9432-40) CSA-2 441-42) CSAF-2 443-44) CNO-2 445-46)
CMC-10-447-56) 4WHITE H Q USp-3 457-59) 4STA TE) 4CIA)..4NSA) 
F IL E - 1  460) KH • 41-60)^ ^ e ^

ADVANCE COPIES-TO NMCC AND SEC^^DEF
C S/19/055 _______PAGE 1 OF 1 1823432 SEP 64

COPY LBJ LIBRARY




