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J/THAT • KING HAD. MAbE 1l-tE C")R~ECT DECISICfd/2S:.:~CE: HE COULD GET: INTO.-!TROUBLE :--·
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'f;11~{l! 
C -.FOR THE PEACE. MOVEMENT· !Ft ·r:r: IS NOT_ DO NE·_--"1·•·1N ·: OT.HER. WORDS;' A. RENEWAL~--,/~f \n_; .. 
j,_ OF OLD THE CHARGE THAT. HANOI rs BASING ITS. POLICY .ON THE' PEACE • : :' '-~-~: ;•'t;i .. 

. • MOVEMENT IN UNITED STATES:MIGHT BE MADE'. •-:°'.'-'. .. , .... ' ,,r 1 1I~' • 

•· . IT WAS LEVISON'S SUGGESTION THAT.':.PEOPLE LIKE-:JQHN KENNETH GALBRAITH,,' 
:: ' KING, JAMES WECHSLER, ·THE EDITOR ·or THE' "NEW ·YORK POST~, DR.,'.JOHN . ,_..:;·;-· 

.. BENNETT, PRE SI DENT OF UN ION THEO LOG I CAL SEMI NARY '•. .,,. - :.::·. 
;: • • AND DR. EUGENE CARSON BLAKE, PRESIDENT OF' 1'1'0RLD_. COUNCIL OF CHURCHES; ,· ,~' " 
" •• • SHOULD BE URGED .TO MADE AN OBJECTIVE APPRAISAL/· THEIR REPORT WOULD ·-'l·''' 
l~-_.BE .SUBMITTED AS A. MINORITY"REPORT·. ' -'l -.. -:.. ·, ·,. , ;-.,. _ 
'i!.·· KING WAS CO~VINCED THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD·'REVOKE HIS~PASSPORT·~ ····" 
t:::rF HE DECIDED To· MAKE·A TRIP'TO-PARIS~·THEREFORE. H~>:.COULD NOT ..JAKE,"Ar.::.-~:_:;-;f'}:-f'.f.:l.~_
r:· CHANCE ON THAf.. ·HE FELT THAT HIS JOB. ·JS,.IN·THE··.'_UNITED·: STATES~r.WHERE~HEf' 
t>tMUST-CONTINUE TO GET NEGRO· SUPPORT=-.::AGAINST-'WAR-AND.;BOMBING·•.··'.J<.ING: .. SAI •• 
f:.;~tTHAT. IF'. OPPOSITION AGAIN ST THE PRESIDENT. COULD: MATER !AL rzEJ,rc,\{FORC£~(
f .... CESSATION' OF B~~B ING,: HE WOULD GO TO }iANQt ,T,9_~~~~.~!JJq_TI:(.i.}iOJ9J{:;t}::'{f:· 
~<'1 URGE NEGO T IAJ IO n 9 ',. ; • '' .. ' • ; t; '!,i tJt{·,,;~·-:·;;~f:ft.!. n1 T1;}(': . ', :--~'.:i: .l}i,t@ft( ~\­
ft~~~ : 'THE CON~ERE}!CE END~D WITH LEVISON AGREEING~;;,TQ}JiCQNTACT~~CORA-~W 
J~ftTo DISSUADE 'HER FROM MAl\ING JHE'TRIP,-~~A~D'···-1Q<yo[t'bW :HIS REC_o'MMJ!'.~DAT:ir,Q_~ 
f~}~JHAT· MORE INF'I.UE_NCIAL. :PEOPLE -~SUCH AS GALBRAITH;_ po~MUN ICA1',E '.T>:{.RO OOHJfW:'f;: 
Ji:1~'..LJ. THANT •. LEVISON SAID THAT THE):RESUI.;TSiOF·HIS)MEETING-•W::ITH~WEl?S'.:·,i=,';i':. c;::-·:::.•~,,,-0 : 
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NODIS-ASPEN 

REFERENCEISTOCKHOLM1372 

I. DURINGTALK EVENING MAY 11 ON OTHER SUBJECT, BERGSTROM ... 
SAID KE HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL EARLIER IN DAY IN PERSUADINGDAGEN.· 
NYHETERREPORTERNOT RPT NOT TO PUBLISH FOR TIME BEING STORY • '..,. , 
ABOUTSWEDISHCONTACTSNVN EMBASSY WARSAW.HE SAID KE HAD ;
FOLLOWEDGENERALLINES OF STATEMENT GOS HAD DECIDED WHICH NOT 
TO RELEASE, I.E., CONTACTSIN WARSAWHAD-BEENFOR PURPOSE OF :'. 

;:. KEEPINGGOS INFORMED OF HANOI9 S VIEW ON WAR. HE ALSO STRESSED :,
NVN WANTED NO PUBLICITY ABOUTTKESi CONTACTS AND THAT PUBLICITY 

·COULDEMBARRASS •POLES. 
' ' 

2. BERGSTROM ONE PROMISE NGES NYHETER .. SAID HE MADE.ONLY TO DA 
~REPORTER.IF ANYONEELSE SHOULD PICK UP THIS STORY VITK INTENTIOI 

or PUBLISHINGIT, DAGENSNYHETERWOULDBE 6IVEN THE CHANCE OF·. 

PAGE2 RUDKLM· IP183Af SE .e R E.T' 
DOING SO FIRST• . · 

.~. BERGSTROM•S VAS TO EFFECT THAT FOREJGI MINISTRY ONLY COMMENT 
, • WOULD HAVE TO BE MORE CAREFUL111 FUTURE ABOUTSENDINGOBERG01··
'I • TR JPS TO ··VARS AV. • ."' • ' _., 
i'. ~ ' . ' •· ."8P~ 1.. CAIIEROI '. •·1. 
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~ IJSSr.:LL "TR ts IJN AL" 

1. F'OLL01."I'.'JG ~.:1E TflM)SLATIO')S P11It-1CIPl\L STAT~MENTS '..JADE BY PRIME 
'1PJI ST 1:'.11 ERL MlDE1 O:l TV EVEN rlG 1·11\Y 3 In R F.SPO ti SE Qll~ST I Ol-JS Oi~ 
1'JSSELt PROC1::~DHlG S: 

~. J'l R~t'.:'.PCPlSsnq~STI0~ 1 GOS .f.\TTITUDZ TOt1ARD "Tl?IBLNAL" POSSIBLY 
LOS/'\TH'.r"'. ITS S[CDr'J1) SESSIQ'.l Hl STOc::1rou1, ERU~tJDEP. REPLIED: "RUSSZLL 
rnIB'.11'1.'\L ~:OT I!, 'JErV)S fOR FACILIT/\TI:JC PEACE~UL NEGOTIATIOl-1S 1/IET-nA'1 
C'.V-fft I CT, M!D I 'JO H'JPE TH IS VIE \1 HILL A LSD GA FJ orwLIT-JD1:! ITH !N 
T!?I""'rTl'it". 

P/\G~ 2 Rl_fi)lQ.l-T r-167A U~lCLAS 
,3. "1\CTIVIT!ES OF' TRI8 1Jl\lAL 11.1\VET?EDUCED Sl:JEDE'l' S POSSIBILITIES 
'i':l)I!\Tr:: VIIT-!J~r1 co~lF'LICT. S1:JEDEM'3 ROLE SHOULD NATIBALLY NOT BE 
~XI\GG~1ATSD. IT T'1Ur.: 1:1E mJE F'EH NEUTRAL COUNTRIES P:l WORLD WHICH 
COULD H/Wt 3S~N E?H'LOYED F'OR THIS, BUT AS THINGS STAND TODAY WE DO 
:'OT -Wl0':f IF' IT RSALL Y SHOULD co·-mTO SUCH A SITIJAT IOM''. 

-~. "TRIBUNAL'" PROC~F.DINGS t1AY Hf\VE HMnlZD IJS-S1:JZDIS:l RELATIONS AT 
~)-{Qf?T':P R ANG'l:'. BUT .. OVER LONG RUN' I cmJV IN CED WE wILL DE ABLE EXPLAIN 
IT ALt, ~Jr'\!'1ELY THAT t\1E ARE COUNTRY HAVING VERY FAR-l1EACJ-IING RIGHTS 
':r.{f:JJ IT COW3TO FRSEDOM ASSEMBLY AND FREEDOM SPEECH". ERL ANDER 
~nD:s:n us "HITH ITS OWN STRONG DEMOC~ATIC TRAT.HT IONS" SHOULD NOT F'IND 
IT DIF~ICULT Ut.JDF.:r?STANDS11JEDISH POSITIOM. 

I 

5. 1:::PJ~T TH~.T ffi'.'.'.SIDET-lT JOHHSOM SENT LITTER ffiOTESTING "TRIBUNAL" 
sr.:SSIONS IN sroc1rnoLM FALSE. REPORTS MUST REFER CONVERSAT ION 
1•1ITH T?OST0'.•1It! BON"l: "ROSTO\-JTH:SN CAME:TO ME TO CONVEY PRESIDENT'S 
Cf)~!CERN AMD Rf::G'1ET THAT THAT TTHDUNAL TO BE 'HELD SWEDEN. I REPLIEE 
l"lID 1-JOT B~LI~VE TRIB'JNAL WOULD PROMOTE THAT HHICH WI:i: ALL WANT, 

I 
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PAG~ 3 ~UOKLM 067A UNCLAS 
:-lA'.·1ELY, PEACE rn VIET-NAM, BUT THAT, ON OTHER HAND, S1:JEDISH LAW ON ,· 
FTn::r::no~1 ASSEMBZY AND fi!1EE:DOM SPF.f::CH T,1ADE IT r1POSS IBLE PREVENT 
IBIBTJNAL FROMHOLDING SESSION S':!EDEM AS PRIVATELY ORGANIZED AFFAIR. 
ROST OW DID NOT VOICE ANY W.~R~HNGS FOR FUTURE. HE PO !NIED our IT 
\ 10 ULD CA USE MUCH SI.JR ffi ISE IN UNITED ST AT ES ·THAT NE Uf RAL COUNTRY 
SHOULD PERMIT THE TRI9UNAL SESSIONS." 
CA~ERON 
Bf 
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ACTION: 

STATE~ / 'f () ') Lj1 <!!.,' Jj),.. /) f<v/1.C 
JOffl STATE.,,US~ MESSAGE 

P-ASS USIS 

!Ul)jeet·! Bertr.aad Russell 1'wu c.rimu tribunal'' 
i 1 

11 The s.e;t.f ... prioclaimed ntnternational War Crimes Tribmtal" 

-oqao.ized in t:he name of Bertrand Russell is underway in Stoekhblm 9 

after being turned down by General JIAily:Y.ifits bid t:o meet in 

Pai• despite .1.. li.c statements bv Prim~ Minister Erlander that.-_--"'it r- ., 

lt was not welcome in SWedm and WQUld not contribute to tht; e:.ause 

of peace in Vietnam. / 
/ 

2) ,There has be. no official usf!l.public .,.......,.t on t;he trll,\IWU, 

which ef courtJe bas no legal or offici.al standing whatsoever .. 

{Press reports 0f letter from PreSident Johnson to Erlander 

are ~.a~X'.'ieall.y unt:rueo) the biased and propagiand.istic 

nat!WrCBof this project. bs heen fully docUI11ent:edin the 

preaa.:P so there is no reiason: for statem.en:ts t:o this effect t:o 
I 

be at:t,:ibut:ed to Uo S., officials either for the record or9 

88tt8 Telegr•phic transmiuion and 

cla11ificatlon approved by, 
The Under Secret-aey 

FJJR/SCAN°Mr,,McKillop 
EUlt = Mr., Leddy 
INR ... Mr" Smyser 
P .,, Mr. Arzs.c 

https://offici.al
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LDllTED OFFICIAL USE 

cm.backgrGUnd .. We hope to continue to avoid focussing atteintiim 

on the, tl;ibunal~ or raising its ,i-tature!) by making it th:~ subj,eet 

of official n .. s. notict1o 

3) Wi'thin t:h~-EJ guidelines missie~ 1nay find it USl\lful to dr8lw 
' • 

on fc11.owhtg material if uk~d about the tribunal or i.u chsrg~~ 

· by he;st government officials ii private eituens • or fr:i.lfm.dly J>~port~rs o 

4) f:rO!Il its, inception a year ago the Russell 0 t:ribunaln ~ 

funet:ioned as a front and outl~ for outsf)Dkenly hostile prop~n~ 

supperting the corm:mmist cause and attacking 11..S .. poli~y t1nd ~ti@m 

Vietnamese "Commission te Inv.estigate u .. s .. War Cd.mes'' c~po1utd ie 

part of NV.tfgovermuent off:l~ials ~ whi~h bas :i..ssued a number of 
I ' 

statemel\ts 61l.'W:documents keyed to t- Russ•ll pN@eed.ings o '!'hiti 

·lussell group has sent s.ome balf~dozen niavestigatieg t~" t:o 

North Vietnam: 9 who were warmly r~eived in Hanoi~ where thiey' tfflld 

hifd been shown.., 

5) Besides the 95eyear o,ld Lord Russellli1 t:he trihu.nal mt$ a~so~iat~d 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

mailto:pN@eed.ings


CIRCULAit TO ALL DIPLOMATIC POSTS age 3 of te egram to__ _,_._______ ___;·_________ _P 1 

LDIITED OFFICIAL US! 

a number of other them Jea11--Paulwith :1.t we11 ... 1m.own"names", among 

e ISanre, Simone de BeaUveir, ' Isaac D$1ts~ber" and the Yugoslav
I , I 

I 

wdt•xi- Vladimir Dedij:ere However a number of••~ well known 
1,,_. 

pdBOl'lS vhoM names were usociated with Che pdtjeet at one time or another-

ha,,e seve-red th&ir coanectian aa the blatantly 00°aided and ··1 

popaaa.diaili cbarlle~ff o-f the proje~t b•ame cleao The pres~ig~ 

•f ·ti. poup wu al•• ..,..ened by the1 J;ieaigMtim • publie di.eavOW@ll 

d d.\e "~ln by • maber of well.,.kaotffi heads of state whe had 

beea ~kted • sponaon of t:he ''Berlltrand B.\.Baell p._e Paundat:lon9c"' 

• majo-r aour@e •f funds ifij,:, ~mpraj ee~.. Among these who took such 

actioa ,,.e Empuor Hallie Selassie of lt:ldopla-tt hu,iden.t Kenneth l.amlda 

~ Z.ia& ..~uicleat Julius Nyoeire of .Tanzada& President Leopold 

Seqhn of Senegal_~ besident lritlliilia (Jf 1adU 9 and President 

A,- Dan of Nfd.st•o 

6) Tar$ "~l '' e~ges fall into five categories of "war crimes & " 

•r"mllwa~ A) 

B) 

aggft&Sion ad wielatien 

ue of or ap~ation 

of treaties,. 

with new er fo~biddem 

.-pou,, -.h as._. 

C) 

• ·..-1a1 cllemieata. 

hemb:btg of eiviliaa taqets,, sueh as hcNlpitalss, 

aehoolao .ad. dibs; 

'I 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

D) torture and m1$treatment of prisoners, 

E) geaocide described as "erut:iott of forced labor9 

7) Missions alre1ady bavt1 available V<11i:rif!Jty ef documentation on UoSo 

role and policy tn. Vietnaxn emifli~t· 9 which. can be drfflfn. o:n in 

responding to questions rais~ by above chax-ges,, ln additionil following 

comm.ate key~d to spooifie ©hargti$ may 'bei helpful: 

A) UoSo •cl othff ff!!:~ world forq:ees art'! assisting Republi~ 

of Vietnam to defend its~lf aga:lt$t aggr~si©n by North Vietnam,. 

Ac·cords of 1954 and 1962~ as well 4$ intematienal law and praeti£:eo 

ia Dep~. of State !Julletin, March 28si, 1966. 

I) 'fioS. i> GVlfl' ad othe:t' fre~ world foree:s are not using 

any tteq,m'imettta.111 w~s or w~~pons fo-1':'biddm. by international lawa 

agat:s ("tear gas!') f) wlrl..ch have no last.1:ng effects ad are used by 

poli-@e forces a,man.d ~ wrld~ 1-ve b~ employed ·m some operations 

to avoid -casualti®a 9 piirt:tcu.larl:, ,.., C'.i.vi.li.ans_. !Mr gas bas also 

https://CIRQJI.AR
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1been used IJy the Viet Cang. Defoliating chemicals tha.t hav·e been 

employed are the ~ame as conventional. c:omm.erc:l.ally·-ad.lable 

heRicic:ld and luwe no harmful effects on humans ar animal.a,. Anti.., 

per.aannel. weapons (&nta:iner BombUnit:. or CBU)are used only against: 

gun crews. firiug against attaeld.ng aircraft:. and prior to bomber attacks., 

!ke target.a are .a,eciftc:: •t:i-aircl:'aft installations Na.palm.has beeno 

used -only sparingly in North Vietnam .. 

C) U.S. a.ir strikes again.st North Vietnam have been 

c,arefully limited to nd,lituy target.ea U.S. pilt>ts exercise care and 
~~d . 

eaatimi to ;1:rfsadamage to ,civilian facilities. and injury to nen-

militay personnel. In many cases, North Vietnamese military install­

aions are located in or near civilian facilities.. Under the Geneva 

Conv,entians, hoapi~als mu.st: be marked with a r•d cross visible from the 

air, an4 mwat ao-t be co,.,.lecated with military facilities.. No-rth Vietnam 

4oes ut comply with these requ.i.rements., Dikes and umshave not been 

mil~tey taqeta. though on a few occasions they have been hit when near 

militaq, targets',... Damage to dikes has net caused aerio\18 flooding 

reaultil\g in loss of lif-ep SU(:hcharges as these c01Sld be in'1'estigated 

b)t an independent.. ~tia1 bady like the Intemat:lonal Committee of the; 

Red Gress (ICR.C) :ta Geneva .. '!the·Hanoi govermne11t has rejected repft&t'ild 
'ilequestsby the ICRC to viaii: Nort.h Vietnam. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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D) Prisoners of War ·captured by tM GVNEl Uo S. , and 

visited ~er of times by ICRC represent~t:ives. There) have been 

no rpt no reprisals against civ:llians or f1Xe~ution of hostage.s.. By9 

conb'•~ VC b.aveJ ex;e@u-ted ~ nmnb®r af prfsonEi:t>s of war as announ~edj) 

$€ts o.f reprisal, includ~g t:hr~@ Am@ri~an soldi~rs Conditions ino 

lib~%ated VC PW c~mps showeid evid~~e of pris.@n~ mistrtM1tment~ 

brutality~- imnd starvation. ICRC ~ not b~elil ~ble inspl!lct. VC or Horth 

Vietnamese :rW'facilities~ d~pite reip~at.ed applications. 

E) 'l'herei have been no acts of genocide by U.S. or 

U.,S. cl~rly has not actt?Jd to destroy 

limited to 1uilitary targets rel(i}ted t:@ North Vietnam~se aggrf?Jssion 

against the Southo Pres:i.d~nt Johnson has t'epeat~dly stated that 

lJ,._Sjlhas ao intmtion "f attempting tt:t d~istr@y. the ~olI11'llU'!'iistr~imei 

in Haw:>i.. 'U foff" ar~ assis.ti.Dg theo So 

1:.t!f.ff!D OFFICIAJ1 USE 
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tkiit 1n~t ·-4 Tdllt:ar:, fuees &f th@ ~li~ ef 'fi~ a 

·•.._It .~k ft11t:MmuJe ~ist f•~• ,8/ttenpt'tag to ·~ .._ 

... ~ a:, trdli~ ~o ~ht; f~M :e®plarly, -~ 
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I) A-tl~l aat.:81:'id - ~.e@ll •tn~l" ta WU wiNl•• fil~ 

~~ s-att -'1 21 .b> till USXS PNbJ for 6IU·~di--, U@g 
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A tf □=H □LM 1-r 0!11 F I !l !: !II T I 1350 By ~ NARA, Date .5"-29.9f' 

REFERENCE SfATE 189430, CNOTAL) SfOCKHOLM 1342 ODTAU 

1. BERGSTP.0:1 CAME APARTMENT 6: 32' EVENING MAY 8 BECAUSE HE HAD /
SEEN UNABLE SEE ME IN OFFICE E.6.P.Lr:::R. POL IT !CAL COUNSELOR 
ALSO PRESENT. BERGSTR0'.1 HAD RSTURNED TO STOCKHOLM LATE MAY 7 
CUTTnrn SHORT IS TRIP tHT1~ ~JILSSON TO BUCHAREST AND SOF'IA. 

2. I ASKED HOW GOS SAW MEXT FE1•1 DAYS RUSSELL -SESSIONSPM I 
REVIE~-!ELZAJ RF'DEZ HYZDJECJUZ MAY 4 AS DANGER SIGNAL SUGGESfING 
EXCESSES TO COME, AND IN TH IS CONNECT ION RECALLED ERL ANDER ' 
OF'F IC IAL. Sf ATEMENT GOS EXPECTED "TR !BUNAL" OBSERVE SWEDISH 
LAWS. BERGSTROM AWARE FLEI.Si-ER SfORY BUT COMMENTED THAT IT 
HAD NOT· APPEAR~D SWEDISH PRESS. 

~~e-e- ~f- T rJ ~ !l ~=! A t 
·3. 3ERGSiR0~1 SAID GOS ALERT TO RUSSELL SESSIONS, Bl.IT HE WAS 
WORRIED T.HAT-"PRIVATE" NATU~E HEfl.RINGS MADE IT LEGALLY DIFFICULT 
DO ANTIHING. I NOTED "PRIVATE" NAT URE D IF'F IC ULT COMPREHEND 
WHEN WORLD TV AND PRESS AT .t;U. SESSIONS WHFRE: "WITNESSES" 
OR "EVIDENCE" PRODUCED. I TOLD HIM WASHINGTON WOULD BE WATCHING 
00S ACTIONS TO IMPLE~ENT P~ STATEMENT ON SWEDISH LAW. 

4. AT THIS PO INT WE SA'iJ MAIN SWEDISH NEWS TELECAST WHERE PM 
P.EPEATED FOR CAMERAS HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS ABOUT REPORTED 
PRESIDENT'S LETTER AND ABOUf ROSTOW TALK IN BONN. ERLANDER 
REITERATED STRONGLY THAT RUSSELL SHOW NOT HELPING SEARCH FOR 
PEACE IN VIET-NAM. HOWEVER, mJDER QUESTIONING HE SAID "TRIBUNAL" 
DID TELL HIM AT LEAST ONE NEU FACT -- U.S. USE OF CBU IN 
nORT H VIET-N Ai1. 

5. BERGSTRO~ UNDERSTOOD HEOUR CONCERN ANDHAZARDS AHEAD. 
HAS SOME IDE A OF HOWTO ~1EETPARTIALLY PROBLEM GOS OFFICIAL 
Sf ANCE AND THIS MAY BE HELPFUL. . Btrr, HE ALSO AWARE THAT GOS 
COULD BE FACED WITH VIOLATION LAW WHICH IT CAN NEITHER 
PR~ENT NOR RECTIFY. HERE AGAIN DOMESTIC POLITICAL REQUIREMENTS 
WI LL CONTROL. 

CAMERON 
GP-3 

------tJCJURONntjfNtt11TIAr1-llDJNlf --
BT 

NNNN-,-
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11 :03 A .M. Friday 5 May 67 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE WH70255 

UNCLAS 

MAY 5, 1967 

YOU MAY BE INTERESTED--ANDA LITTLE CHEERED--BY THE 
USIA SUMMARY OF EUROPEAN PRESS REACTION TO THE SHENANIGANS 
IN STOCKHOLM. 

MOST FREE WORLD COMMENTON THE RUSSELL TRIBUNAL 
VIEWED IT AS A PUBLICITY-SEEKING "FARCE" WITHOUT STATUS 
AS A LEGITIMATE FORUM. THE OPENING SESSION IN STOCKHOLM 
DREW MODERATE AND GENERALLY DISPARAGINGCOVERAGEIN 
MOST AREAS. 

PRAGUE RADIO CHARGED THAT THE U.S. HADGOVERNMENT 
EXERTED STRONG DIPLOMATICAND POLITICAL PRESSURES ON THE 
SWEDISH GOVERNMENT TO BAN THE MEETINGS. IT SAID THE 
TRIBUNAL HAD BEEN "VERY WARMLY WELCOMED"IN SWEDEN, 
ALTHOUGHSOME "REACTIONARY" SWEDISH PAPERS HAD ATTACKED 
IT. 

MAJOR BRITISH PAPERS WEDNESDAY CARRIED STORIES ON THE 
OPENING SESSION. LONDON'S CONSERVATIVE DAILY TELEGRAPH, 
UNDER THE HEADING "MOCKING JUSTICE," CALLED THE TRIBUNAL 
A "MACABRE, DISTASTEFUL AND PUERILE EXERCISE •.. " 
SPONSOREDBY "A BOUNCHOF LEFT-WING LITTERATEURS, 
PAMPHLETEERSAND PROPAGANDISTS WHO ARE MANIFESTLY 
ENGAGEDIN WHAT IS NOTHINGMORE THAN ANOTHER ANTI­
AMERICANDEMONSTRATION."THE PAPER CONTINUED: 

"THE IMPERFECT IMITATION OF JUDICIAL PROCEDURES IS ONLY 
FOR SHOW. THE 'TRIBUNAL' IS NEITHER AUTHORITATIVE 
NOR IMPARTIAL AND LACKS THE PROFESSIONAL SKILL NEEDED 
TO MAKE ITS CONCLUSIONSANYTHINGMORE SERIOUS THAN 
GRATUITOUSIMPERTINENCES. EVEN SO, THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO FOLLOW FRANCE'S EXAMPLE 
BY BANNING THE PERFORMANCE." 

THE PAPER SAID THE REPUTATIONS OF AMERICAN LEADERS WOULD 
"NOT SUFFER UNDULY, BUT LORD RUSSELL'S REPUTATION AMONG 
MANYADMIRERSMAY PROVE MORE VULNERABLE. THE ACKNOWLEDGED 
MASTEROF ENGLISH PROSE IS PRESENTEDAS THE AUTHOR OF 
A DIATRIBE COUCHED IN CLICHE-RIDDENJOURNALESE; THE GREAT 
LOGICIAN IS SEEN AS A VEHICLE OF COMMONPLACE POLITICAL 
INVECTIVE. IT IS THIS WHICH LENDS A TOUCH OF SADNESS 
TO AN OCCASION WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE INSPIRE ONLY 
CONTEMPT." 

IN CONTRAST, THE LIBERAL GUARDIAN, A CONSISTENTCRITIC 
OF U.S. VIETNAMPOLICY, THOUGHTTHAT EVEN THOUGH THE 
FINDINGS WERE "PREDICTABLE," THERE WAS "NO REASON WHY 
IT SHOULDBE EITHER CONDEMNED OR APPLAUDED." THE PAPER 
ADDED: "IT IS A BODY OF PRIVATE CITIZENS COLLECTING 
INFORMATIONFOR THEIR OWN PURPOSES. IF IT BREAKS LAWS 
IT CAN BE PROSECUTED. IF IT UNEARTHSFACTS NOT HITHERTO KNOWN 
IT WILL HAVE ADDED TO OUR KNOWLEDGE." 



THE ~A~ER MAI~TAINtDTHAT THE TRI!UNAL "1.L INTO •THAT 
CJ::'TE96RYOF EVENTS ABOUT WHICH IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO 
HAVE AN OPINION, BUT FOR THOSE WITH OPINIONS THERE ARE 
REMEDIES AT HAND. THOSE WHO DO NOT LIKE THE TRIBUNAL 
CAN HOLD A MOCK TRIAL OF RALPH SCHOENMAN," LORD RUSSELL'S 
SECRETARY, "ON CHARGES OF THEIR OWN CHOICE." 

TUESDAY'S LONDON TIMES CARRIED A STOCKHOLMCORRES­
PONDENT'S REPORT DECLARING THAT "STARTLING NEW 
INFORMATIONABOUT AMERICAN WAR TECHNIQUES" WAS 
PROMISED BY THE TRIBUNAL ORGANIZERS. HE WROTE THAT 
"MORE THAN 20 CRATES OF DOCUMENTS" HAD ARRIVED 
FROM PARIS AND LONDON, AND THAT "EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS 
OF RAIDS ON NORTH VIETNAM VILLAGES, A FOUR-HOUR 
FILM OF THE RAIDS, EXAMPLESOF AMERICAN ...WEAPONRY 
AND RECORDED INTERVIEWSWITH NORTH VIETNAM VILLAGERS" 
WOULDBE PRESENTED. 

REUTERS CARRIED A DISPATCH WEDNESDAY WHICH SAID THAT 
"GRUESOMEPHOTOGRAPHSDEPICTING MUTILATED CIVILIANS AFTER 
ALLEGEDAMERICANBOMB RAIDS OVER NORTH VIETNAM SHOCKED 
ONLOOKERS"AT THE TRIBUNAL. THE REPORT STATED THAT THE 
TRIBUNAL HAD ENTERED ITS SECOND DAY "WITH AN ARRAY OF 
COMPELLINGTESTIMONY." 

THE FRENCH NEWS AGENCY AFP, IN AN ACCOUNT OF THE INAUGURAL 
SESSION, SAID THAT LORD RUSSELL HAD ACCUSED THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENTOF "HYPOCRISY AND FRAILTY" FOR REFUSING TO 
ALLOWTHE SESSIONS TO BE HELD IN FRANCE. 

IN PARIS, THIERRY MAULNIER, OF THE ACADEMIE FRANCAISE, 
WRITING IN TUESDAY'S CONSERVATIVE FIGARO, ASSERTED THAT 
THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS TO "DISCREDIT" AMERICAN 
ACTIONS IN VIETNAM: "FOR THIS, COLLECTINGSIGNATURESAND 
HERALDINGFAMOUSVOICES IS NOT ENOUGH. IT HAS ALREADY 
BEEN DONE. A TRIBUNAL IS SOMETHINGDIFFERENT. IT IS 
IMPOSING IN ITSELF--EVEN MORE SO AN INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL.... 
IT IS A MATTER OF CREATING IN THE PUBLIC MIND A PARALLEL 
BETWEENTHE TRIBUNAL WHICH CONDEMNED THE NAZI WAR CRIMES 
AND THE ONE WHICH IS TO CONDEMN THE AMERICAN 'WAR CRIMES'. 
USING THE WORD TRIBUNAL FORCES ONE TO RECOGNIZE AN 
ANALOGYOF THE ACTIONS AND OF THE GUILT." 

THE WRITER SAID EGYPT'S ARMY HAD "OCCUPIED A GOOD PART" 
OF YEMEN AND ITS AIR FORCE HAD DROPPED NAPALM BOMBS 
ON GUERRILLA VILLAGES THERE. YET, HE SAID, "I HAVE NEVER 
HEARD THAT THIS AFFAIR INTERESTED THE RUSSELL-SARTRE 
TRIBUNAL. THUS IT IS NOT THE INTERVENTION WHICH IS 
CONDEMNED,BUT THE SIDES TAKEN. IT IS A QUESTION OF CREATING 
A CERTAIN CONFUSION IN THE SPECTATOR'S MIND. THE FIGHT IS 
CARRIED ON WITH PROPAGANDA ON THE SIDE OF THE WEAPONS 
NATIONALLIBERATION FRONT AND NORTH VIETNAM ••• " 

TODAY'S RADICAL-LIBERAL EKSTRABLADETOF COPENHAGEN 
CARRIED A FULL-PAGE REPRINT OF RUSSELL'S OPENING 
STATEMENT.COMMENTARIESIN OTHER DANISH PAPERS BRANDED 
THE TRIBUNAL A "FARCE" (CONSERVATIVE BERLINGSKE 
TIDENDE), AND "A POLITICAL ACTION STAGED AS A 
DRAMATICTRIAL" 
(INDEPENDENTINFORMATION). 

MEXICO CITY PAPERS HAD FRONT-PAGE STORIES UNDER DISPAR­
AGING HEADLINES: "GATHERING OF DEMAGOGUESTO 'JUDGE' 
U.S." (CONSERVATIVEEL SOL DE MEXICO), AND "DECREPIT 
RUSSELL FARCE BEGINS" (MODERATELY ULTIMASCONSEPVATIVE 
NOTICIAS). 

DTG: 051347Z MAY 67 
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H SUbject: Bertrand Russell ''var crimes tribunal" 
SAL 
M' 
.ARA 1) The self-proclaimed "Int:ernational War Crimes Tribunal" 
EA 
EUR organized in the name of Bertrand Russell is underway in Stockholmi) 
NEA 

after being turned down by General -Ida fl&;\\! bid t:o meet initsIO 
p 

Paria 9 despite public statements by Prime Minister Erlander thatUSIA 
NSC 

it was not welcome in SwedUl and would not contribute to the cauaeINR 
CIA 

of peace in Vietnam. / -NSA 
DOD 

1 

2) There has beui no official use;public comment on the tribunal~
NIC 
ACDA which of course has no legal or official standing whatsoeveir. 

(Preas reports of letter from President .Jomson to Erlander 

arei c:at11gorically untrueo) The biased and propagandistic 

nature of this project bu been fully documented in the 
. 

preaa_9 so there is no reason for statements to this effect to 

be attributed to UoSo officials. either for the record or 

Drofloclb11 88(18 ,.,.a,•hic transmll&ion andU~FASieverts:el:5/1 The Under Secretary
clauification approved by1 

, Cl"usi:A--MrI> Pauker P'A/VN-M:r. Miller EUR/SCAN...Mro McKillop 
DOD/ISA-Mr a Itolland EA/P=Mro Armstrong EUR ... Mr. Leddy 
DOD/PA-Col. "l'Glldi(draft)L/F.A ...Mr. Feldman INR - Mr. Smyser
S/S-Mro - ••• P .. Mr. .Arzac

Walsh • - LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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on background. We hope to continue to avoid fo~sing attention 

on the tribunal. or raising ita staturep by malting it the subject 

of official u.s. notic~. 

3) Within these guidelines missi~ may find it useful to draw 

on following material if askt'ld about the tribunal or its cbarga 

· by host: government officials., private citizens. or friendly r~port:errB" 

4) lrom its inception a year ago ti. Russell ''tribunaln lws 

functioned as a front and outlet for outspekenly hostile propagand& 

supporting the commun:lst cause and attacking U.S. policy cmd actions 

in Vietnam. It:ti operations have been paralleled by a North 

Vietnamese "Conmission to Investigate u .. s. War Crimes" composed in 

part of NVNgovernment officials which bas issued a number ofi) 

statements and documents keyed to the Russell proceild:ingso Th• 

Russell group baa sent some balf.,,dozen "investigating teams" to 

North Vietnam& who were warmly received in Ranoi 9 where tbt?y b~ld 

"prus conferences" to announce evidence of "war cri.mels" t.h.~c theiy 

mid been showno 

5) Besides the 9S=year old Lord Russell., the tribunal has aasociat~d 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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wit:h it a number of other welt ...tmown "names"~ among ~hem J'ean•Paul 
. 

S.C:r•• Simone de Beauvoir," Isaac Deuts~het'~ ad the Yugosla11
l ·• l 

writer Vladimir DecU.Jer. no.evera number of O~te'J;' well known 

• _,_ $OUN$ •f fun4-. f(#r tie pwejeret:o Among thNe who took $UC-h 

action wae ]ginpeTorDS.lte Selassie of ftlliepi.afl huiient Kenneth ltaunda 

el z.ab~ ,.,hes1deat Mius Nye-,:eiee ef Tauaida President Leopold9 

,_. of seaept~ President lltilllifUIII•f 1ac1u. ud Pruident 

A,- t(biaa of Puistaiio 

A) agpesaioa aa:miw:u,1atton of t.reati.es.-

B) •• ef er ~tati.a tdtb new er fo.-'biddm 

.apctM,. ••h as -IP • _apecial ~hemieala;. 

C) bonibbtg o.f dvtlian ~arprt•., ._-.h as bdpi.tals9 

Hhof;>le- ..,, ad clikefJ; 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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D) torture and mistreat:.memt: of prb~s; 

E) genocide described as ••erution of forced laborf) 

camps$ depart.at.ion of popul•tion~ 01? <'j~tg to ·ex.terminate population on 

''7) Mi-ssions already hav~ ava:ll&1blei v&iriety of documentation on U., S" 

:role aad poli~y in Vietnam eonfliirtg whieh ~n be drawn on m 
res.pending to ques~ions ra:i.sed by above ®harg~sd tn addition» following 

cemmmtii key,®d to &J$@'ifie ©haq~ may he hd.p.ful g 

A) UoS .. ad oth®r fr~t1 world for,ces arei assisting Republi~ 

of Vietnam to d~f~d itself ag~ins't aggr~ad.on: by North Vietnam" 

North V~m~~ aggression violates aplicit pr®Visioos of Gen~a 

Accords of 1954 an.cl 1962& as well as international law and pra~t.ie;e., 

For full di8wasion of lqal aspflcts see D~part:m!lnt 1.Eigal Memorandum 

11.LegaU~y of U~S ... hrtid.pat::i.on ia t:he Def~nse of VietWkm11 
51 reprinted 

b Dept. of State Bulletin, March 28& 1966. 

I) U.,.s·n Gff$, and othet fre~ world forces are net usingo 

any "-,•bmm.ta1u w~ or w~~t>Qns forbidden by intemational law~ 

Charges that U. So forces using "pots-en gas'' are fals~.. Riot: control 

ag•ts ('«t:ear gasn) 9 which have no lasting ef£ects ~ are used by 

p011~e forc:E?S ,ill'ffi!M th® 1Rtt14~ ~~ b~• employed in some aperatbms 

to av:e.id ,e.~t;:l®S 9 pafttcularl:, ~ eivtlians_., ,~ar gas bas also 

L~ ·.Q,ru:CUL USE 
• ~ '. '· 
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been Wied l>y the Viet Cong. l>efoli-at.!q ehemie4l.s that have been 

empleyedali'e· die ~ame aa e-cmventioul. ®mntft'eially-availahle 

hert.ietdea aad hoe no harmful effects· on humaas io~ aaimala. :Ant:i-= 

patfO'Dllttl weapou (C..a:1-a B-OIQbUrd.t, or CBU) are used cm:ly against 

gun crews f1r:lng against attaeldng aircraft. and prlor to bomber a:ttackso 

The ·targets are •,eeili.c anti•aheraft :lnat:allatiens. Napalm bas been 

used oaly •_sparingly in North Vi•tnam~ 

C) U.S. air etri.kes aga:tut North Vietnam have been 

earefully limited to mill•ary target.&. U.S. pilo~• exereiae care and 

caue.:1on ·to=. damage to eivil:tan facilities~ and injury to nen­

ud.lltn,' ,_.._.1. In many cases, Noreh Vi:etrtamese military install­

~n• -are located in or near civtli• faci.lttt•,• Uader the G•e'V'a 

Con¥ndou, boalitala must be muked with a red eroas •ia·t.ble from the 

air, and .-c aot be eo•loca:ted with ~1:ltar:, fac11:ltiea,. No·rth Vietnam 

•• net: eamply 'With gbeae r·equir.emenea. Dikes and ,lams have not ·been 

mlli-tey ·targets.. dl.ough oa a few oecuions they have heen hit when uar 

mil~ targets. Damq- to dikes has Bot cau$ed serious flooding 

r•ulc.ilQJ in les• o'f ltf•. Such charges u t:llese could be investigated 

•, aa i•dependeat:., :blpewtial 1,ady like the International Committee of the 

"' Red ere,• (ICI.C) ta Gtmfta. TM Hanoi gover.--.t has zej.ecrted r~eate.d 

C"equea-te by the ICB.Cto •tsi.t Nort:h Vietnam. 

LlMITBDOPl'tCIAL USE 
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D) Prisoners of War captur~d by th~ GVNi)UoSa, and 

ot:lw.r nee w~rld forees in North Vi~tnam ~re¾ treat~d in accordance 

with the Geneva Convent:.ion en Prison~r~ of War"· PW Camps have been 

' visited -.nnberr ~f times by ICRC r~pr~«m.tative~., There; have been 

no rpt no reprisals against civillans 9 or ~xe~ution of hostages~ 'By 

aet& of r.eprisal.1> in~luding thr~@ Am~rri~n soldi~n '! Conditions in 

libe~ated VC PW camps sbw~d ~vf..~e~ of prisoMi:t mistreatment 9 

Vietnamese PW fa~ilities, despit@l r~pe;,ated applications. 

or 0 ,ext:erminate" Vietnamese population~ Uo So military aetions ar.e 

limited to military target:ei ral@ted tiQ> North Vi~tnam@se agg~ssion 

aga!Mt the Sou'tho Pr®SiWl!fQt: Johnson has rerpeuat~dly stat~d that 

U0 S"' baa -aoint•tion •f atttmnpting tu d~strioy tM ~omm.unist r~gitttel 

LIMI'f.lD OWICJfA31 USE 
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I. ~USSELL "TRI BUNAL" SESSIONSNOV PLANS TRY FI NISH STOCKHOLM 
USIA MAY10. VE KNOWSPONSORSARE DISAPPOINTED THAT STOCKHOLM 
NS: SESSIONS HAVE BEEN POORLY ORGANIZEDAND THAT THEY HAVE NOT HAD 

GOODPRESS HERE. THERE HAVE BEEN UNTIL NOW MORE OBSTACLES INi. 
HERE THAN WERE FORESEEN. OUR OVER-ALL VIEW OF RUSSELL IMPACT CIA IS CtRCU~SCRIBEDAND WE HAVE HAD NO DIRECT CONTACT VITH RUSSELL 

NSA PARTICIPANTS.· WE RECOGNIZE THEREFORETHAT EVALUATION SET FORTH 
DOD 3ELOW MUST BE A TENTATIVEONE. 
NIC 

2. - RUSSELL ORGANIZERS CAUGHTSWEDISHGOVERNMENTON THE WRONG 
rooT. DESPITE WARNINGS FR()! THE EMBASSY ANO FROM ITS OWNFOREIGNRSR 

?AGE 2 RUDKL~049A • ~ 
MINISTRY,·oos 010 tfi~1?f:S· THESE PROCEEDINGS l!!::'-f•ocP.u~sfllll8~N·-·pJ~OBL£111 WOULD 
3E FOR SWEDEN. BY CHANCE, EVENTUAL DECISION CAME WKEN 
PRIMEMINISTERWASIN BONN, FOREIGN ~INISTER IN REYJKAVIKANO 
~HEN POWER OF 'DECISION ESSENTIALLY I~ HANDSLEFT-WINGMINISTERS 
?AL~E, MYRDAL AND WICKMAN. DECISION VAS CONDITIONED BY DCNESTIC 
?OLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IN WHICHRESPONSIBLESOCIAL 0£fll0CRATS 
~AD NO WIL~ FOR.OTHER THAN A RETREAT INTO THE LAW VHICH COULD 
GIVE A GLO~S TO THEIR ACTION •. HOWEVER,ONCE INTO IT;, GOS DID GI VE 
RUSSELL r.ROUP So-! E CAUTIONABOUTBOUNDS OF SWEDISHLEGAL 
TOLERANCE. !"!ANY .EXCESSES HAVE BEEN AVOIDEDTHUS FAR AND RESULTANT 
SCUABBLESWITHIN RUSS~LL GROUP OVER DEGREE OF RESTRAINT NEEDED • 
\iAVE DETR4CTED FRa-1 SUBSTANCEPROCEEDINGS. THUS THE QUICK 
3AVELLtNG DO~N OF PHILIPPINE DELEGATE HERNANDEZ WHEN"AY 4 H[
~ADE THE FIRST ATTEMPTTO INTRODUCE NAMESAMERICANOFFICIALS 
INTO PROCEEDINGS. • 

https://PROCEEDINGS.AT
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5. HOWEVER, END THERE IS LESS NEED NOV THAT SESSIONS APPROACH 
FOR ORGANIZERS ABOUT LAV. THESE ORGANIZERS TD BE CAREFUL SWEDISH 
MAYALSO BE NOW DIBASSY'S CONCLUSIOff SHARE THAT GOS VILL NOT 
CLOSE DOWNTHESE PROCEEDINGS o, OBSCENITYSHORT SHOCKING 
AGAINSTAN AMERICAN VIOLENCEo,,1c1AL OR SERIOUS IN HEARINGS 
THEMSELVES(A•692). CONSEOUENTiY, LANGUAGE!JIBASSYEXPECTS 

' ~ 
PAGE 3 RUD~LM849A s_ • •
OF RUSSEL.L GROUPTO BECCJII WILDER IN NEXTWEEK.AND, FINAL 
REPORT.or MESE PROCEEDJNOS VILL OIKELY BE HARD, PSEUDO-LEGALISTIC 
ATTACKON S AND, VERY PROBABLY, CANITS LEADIRS. ORGANIZERS 
DO THIS WITH REASONABLE BOS VILL NOT CONSIDER ASSURANCE 
INTERFERRINGUNTIL A,T&R THE EVENT AND THEN PRUDENCETOWARD 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS' RESULT NQ u,rcTIVE LEP'T WILL PROBABLY IN 
ACTION. SVEDES TALENT SHOULDFORVINDOV•DRISSJNI NOT BE 
UNt>ERESTiflJATED. 

4. RUSSELL AND FOREIGN GROUP'S PRESS CONFERENCES CORRESPONDENTS' 
REACTIONSARE BAD AND VORLD NAYREFLECTDAILY PRESS TREATMENT 
THESE. CERTAINLYL POittT TO ANYTHE AFFAIR GOESBADLY ATTHIS 
FAIR OBSERVERIN sTOCKHotM. AND, VE HAVESEEN NO REPOR~ 

~OF 
ANY RESPONSIBLE VOICE RAISED ELSEWHERE THE AFF'AIR., BACKING 
BUT, WE QUESTION TffAT POOR PUBLICITY AT THIS STAGE SERIOUSLY 
HURTSEVENTUAL AIM OF A SESSION JN STOCKKOUI. OUR PRIVATE 
SATJSFACTTON iT VUNBLES, · TROUIJLESAND BAD PR·ESS0, RUSSELL 
GROUP IN SVEDEN IS BY K-NOVLEDGE·TEMPERED CONSIDERABLY THAT 
FROMORGAN1ZERS' ONLYSTANDPOINT TVOMAINFACTS ARE tMPORTANT1 
A>SESSIONS KELD IN A WESTERNDDICX:RACYt 
B> FINAL REPORT OF SESSION WILL THEREFORE 8ECC1'1£HOPEFULLY 
A ZASIC DOCUMENT EXCEPTNOST SOPHISTICATED FOR ALL OF'WORLD 
ANDMOST HONEST. • 
THUS• US COULD BE PLAGUEDBY 1967 VERSION 1969 STOCKHOLM 
APPEAL AND PICASSO'S DOVE. 

PAGE 4 RUDKL!ll049 A • ,a,
5. THIS EVALUATION ~AKEN ENOUGK OF SPLITS VE ~RT ACCOUNT 
KNOWEXISTWITHIN·RUSSELLCAMPOROF ERRATICBEHAVIOR 
SCHOENNAN, AND OTHERS. EITHER or THESE COULD RU.SSEL.L LEAD 
TO DIF'FUSI ON :OF' MEETING• S EVENTUAL Iflf PACT. 



----

• 
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. 
6, WE SPECULATE THAT STAND•OFF ATTITUDE CCJIMUNIST COUNTRIES 
MAY REF'LECT LESS:.FEARS OF RUSSELL GROUP'S lROTSKY COLORATIONS 
THAN OF UNCERTAt~_TY THAT THIS MIXED CREW CAN BRING orr ANYTHING 
WORTHWHILE rOR TKE COifMUNISTS. BUT WE MUST EXPECT THAT THE 
CO~MUNIStS WILL PtiND ust,uL A. JUDICIAL LOOKING REPORT WITH A 
STOCKHOLM DATELINE-CONDEMNING US BOfllBINGS AGAINSi NVN AND 
US 1JI OLATI ONS "INT,ERNATI ONA.l LAW" ON AGRESSI ON.· 

7. ON si-,ALLER STAGE OF S1.IIEOEN, TELLING FACTS ~r?~ THAT ALTHOUGH 
ABOUT 90 PERCENT ~~[DISH _?R&SS,OPPOSED RUSStU;·MEETINGS HER:£, 
NATIONALIZED SW[OJS"( TV AND R"AD10, ~FT£R PRODDINGFROM LEFT, 
Af1E GIVING PROCEEDINGS GOOD COVERAGE IN FAVORARtE LIGKT 'AND THAT 
GOS rs GIVING RUSSELL ORGANIZERS THE SCOPE THEY NEED. ·\ 

_&.... Ai,A!NST B O THIS ANALYSIS. WE AGREE WITH STATEMENT 2.S X /'4 ,cz. 
THkT REST SOLUTION roR US WOULD BE'FOR 

...."",u°""';:,-.,,......,..,H""T'A;"'"'Lr.-;::p;:;:;R:-;:;:OC;:-;E;::::-;E~"t:'NGSCONCLUSION.BEFORE ·rH£fR BUT OUR ANALYSIS 
EXCL\.!OES SUCH SWEOJ SH ACTt ON AS SERIOUS POSSIBU .. tTY. HOWEVER. 
DELI EVE WE SHOULD ASSURE OURSELVES THAT F.OREIGN MINISTRY 

?AGE 5 RUDKLM 0119A . 
1.itHICK EARLIER WAS CAUGHT SHORT ON HOLDING •TRIBUNAL" SESSIONS 
HERE IS FULLY AWARE OF DANGERS OF EXCESSES DUR.ING FINAL SESSl ONS 
AND IN REPORT. TO CAUTION SUGGEST WE BE INSTRUCTED FOREIGN 
MJ\!ISTRY STRONGLY THAT WE WILL BE WATCHING CLOSELY GOS HANDLING 
EX~E:iED EXCESSESIN LIGHT PRIME NINJSTER'S STATDIENT GOS 
SXPECT.S "TRIOUNAL .. OBEY SWE.l)ISH LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

flT 
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SAL JOINT STATE/USIS MESSAGE 
EA 
EUR l • ACTI NG F 2 AD S \,JED I SH F REE AS I A C OM M I TT E E ASKED PAO M A Y 5 
p EXPEDITE RZPLY FROM GVN TO COMMITTEE'S TELEGRAPHIC REQUESTS 

REPORTEDLYSENT TRAN VAN AN AND DOAN LQONG DONG AND GVN EMBASSY NSC BONN FOR 10 - 15 NVN AND FNL DEFECTORS TO ATTEND CQ~MITTEE'S 
INR I NV ES TI GATORY C OM MI S S I ON PL ANNE D FOR ST OCK H OLMM A Y 1 0 
CIA <STOCKHOLM NOTAL). RECEIVED1304 TO DATE NO ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
NSA A~Y TELEGRAi'i, 
DOD 
NIC 
AID PAGE 2 RUDKLM038A C ON F I (:) E N T I f.. L 

2, EMBASSY-USISMAVE AGREED THAT US INTERESTS !,,JOULD NOT BE 
HELPED BY GVN ATTEMPT AID FREE ASIA COMMITTEE'S HEARINGS FOR RSR 
FOLLOWINGREASONS: 

~ THE RUSSEL PROCEEDINGS ARE FALTERING BADLY THANKS TO 
SCHOEMANANTAGONIZINGPRESS BY CONCENTRATING ATTENTION ON 
WRANGLESWITH SWEDISH GOVERNMENT AND WITH SWEDISH RUSSELL 
COMMITTEE. RUSSELL GROUP HERE HAS ALCEADY CO\'JPLAI~ED OF LACK 
OF PRESS ATTENTION. ~ARTRE'S WASPISH REACTION TO SECRETARY'S 
BRUSHOrf OF "TRIBUNAL INVITATION" TO TESTIFY SHOWS THAT EVEN 
FORMER IS AWARE"TRIBUNAL" NOT GETTING ITS "STORY" OVER THEREFORE, 
ANY COUNTER•TRIBUNAL PARTICULARLYIr BADLY ORGANIZED, WOULD 
TEND MAXE RUSSELL PROCEEDINGS LOOK BETTER. 

8., FREE I TTEE WHILE UNDOUBTEDLY ONED,ASIA C0:-1M WELL-INTENT! 
HAS BEEN EXTREMELY INEPT IN THE PAST AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO 
BELIEVE IT CAN I'.YlPROVE ITS PERFOR~lANCE. 

C. LEAD TIME IS NO'.J SO SHORT THAT RUSSELL GROUP AND NE1"7S 
CORPS WILL BE DISPERSED BY TI~E FREE ASIA GROUP GETS ITS 
"HEARINGS" U\lDER WAYAND O~ILY ONE-SIDED SWEDISH PRESS WILL DO ANY 
DETAILED REPORTING. 

-.C.QNEIDENTIAL >-
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PAGE 2 - STOCKHOLM 1333 5/5/67 

D. SOCIAL DEMOCR.O.TIC MAJORITY ON ALIENS COMMISSION WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY VOTE AGAINST VISAS FOR SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORSAME 
REASONS THEY VOTED IN FAVOR OF' VISAS FOR NORTH VIETNAMESE. . . 

l PAGE 3 RUDKLM 038 A C O N F I D E N T I A Ll 3. • BASED ON ABOVE, EMBASSY-USIS RECOMMENDS THAT GVN BE ENCOURAGEO 
l .REPLY FREE ASIA COMMITTEE AT STAMLATAN 84, STOCKHOLM, EITHER 
• DI REC TL y OR THROUGH rrs EMBASSY IN BONN, l~EG~ETTINGTHERE IS 

NOT SUFFICIENT TIME ORGANIZE THE DISPATCH OF LARGE NUMBERS 
t REQUESTED WITNESSES FOR COUNTER "TRIBUNAL.-

f z GP- t 
t ! CAMERON 

.•........
d BT 
' \ ' 
~"·NOTE: PASSED USIA 5/5/67 3:25 P.M. 

CONFI:QENI'IAL 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority STATEletter APR 28 1978 
By f-c./4 ,_NARS,Dau-¢J/?f 

t. RUSSELL GROUP NOW PLANNING NIGHT SESSION IN ATTEMPT GET 
THROUGH"EVIDENCE.. BEFORE MAY 12. 

IA 
.,., 2., BOTH FOREIGN AND SWEDISH MEMBERS RUSSELL GROUP HAVE 

COMPLAINEDOF POOR SWEDISH AND FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE, MOST 
Or WHICH HAS CENTERED ON SCHOEMAN ANTICS BEFORE FIRST INVITATIONAL 

L. 

PAG£ 2 RUDKLM037A -C 9 t~ P I r, !: !CJ T I AL 
"TRIBUNAL." ONLY EFFECT COMPLAINT THUS FAR HAS BEEN INCREASED 
COVERAGEBY SWEDISH RADIO AND TV. MINIMAL SWEDISH EDITORIAL R COMMENTTHIS WEEK OF "TRIBUNAL," PARTLY BECAUSE NO NEWSPAPERS 

rPUBLISHED MAY l AND MAY~. 

3. NEW YORK NOT TOKYO NOW BEING DISCUSSED AS LOCATION SECOND 
SESSION. 

~ 

4. SARTRE, OBVIOUSLY STUNG BY SECRETARY'S REPLY TO "TRIBUNAL'S 
INVITATION," GAVE SEVERAL VITUPERATIVE QUOTES TO NEWSMAN MAY 4. 

5. JEAN-PIERRE VIGIER, FRENCH INVESTIGATOR FOR 
''ii?I B LIN AL" i; 

GAVE LONG EXPLANATION EVENING MAY 4 ON SWEDISH TV ABOUT CLUSTER 
80~8 UNITS. IN PRIVATE, HE TOLD REUTERS THAT NORTH VIET-NAM 
"WAS BEING HURT~ BY US BOMBING. 

6. SO~E OBSERVERS PROFZSS TO--SEE SIGNIFICANCE IN PHAN VAN BACH 
STATEMENTTHAT BASIC PROBLEM IS THAT NORTH VIET-NAM ~ANTS TO 
RE-U~I;-'Y VIET-NAM AND US WANTS TO PERPETUATE DIVISION. HO'.~EVER, 
LATER REPORTS SH0'.1.' THAT141!-!ENEVERPHAN VAN BACH MADE THIS STATE'1ENT, 
HE COUPLED IT 1-"ITH STATEM~NTTHATUS "AIMS TO MAXE A PER:1ANENT 
MILITARY BASE OUT OF SOUTH VIET-NA~." 

__ ___,C.....,Ottn'._f3_El_tTL\L,,,___ 
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-2- STOCKHOI.M1332, May 5 
PAGE 3 RUDKLM037 A 'C 6 P~F I D E N T I A L 
7. FLEISHER REPORT TO WASHINGTON POST MAY 4 CREFTEL> WAS 
INACCURATEON SEQUENCE SENTENCES IN HERNANEEZREMARKS. HERNAND 
BECAMEFIRST SPEAKER AT "TRIBUNAL" TO MENTION PRESIDENT, 
SECRETARIES RUSK OR MCNAMARA, ANO HE WAS THEN IMMEDIATELY INTER 
·BY "PRESIDING JUDGE." HE STARTED AGAIN TALKING ABOUT "MURDERER 
OF THE \I I ETNA!"ti ESE PEOPLE" AND WAS AGAIN HAL TED. HE THEN. BEGAN 
A THIRD TIME REFERRING AGAIN TO THE AMERICAN OFFICIALS SAYING 
THAT THEY WERE BEHIND THE WAR IN VIET-NAM BUT NOT CALLING THEM 
"MURDERERSOF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE." RELIABLE AMERICAN AND 
BRITISH NEWSPAPER~EN HAVE CONFIRMED SEQUENCETO US AND SWEDISH 
PRESS HAS NOT REPORTED AT ALL HERNANDEZ REMARKSON US OFFICIALS 

8. NBC MAH HER.E HAS JUST TOI.DUS EVr..NING SESSION "TRIBUNAIA" 
MAY 5 WILL ALSO CONSIDER CALLING CAPTURED US PILOTS FROM NORTH 
YIET-NAl"i AS "WITNESSES". 
GP-3.-
CAl'w'IERON 
BT 

,•: ·'. 
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REF: STOCKHOLM 1274 

,SUBJECT: .. RUSSELL TRIBUNAL" 

FOLLOWING IS TRANSLATION FONMINISTRY PRESS RELEASE APRIL 27: 
.. AT THE MEETING OF THE _FOREIGN R_ELATIONS COUNCIJ,.;'<TODAY THE 
QUESTION ABOtrr THE SO CALLED RUSSt[C--T-RIBUNAL VAS THE SUBJZCT 
OF DISCUSSION. IT APPEARED AT THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL THAT 
ALL POLIT ICAVARJ l~ESE;~!?D ___ON_l_HE_C_OU'J.9_lL*SHARE THE 
VIEW THAT TlfE TR IBU'1AL CANN<lT PROMOTE THE A IM OF ACHIEVING 
PEACE IN VIET-UAM. 'THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WERE UNANIMOUS 
IN REGRETTING THAT, IN SPITE or THE FACT THAT THE GOVER~~ENT 
HAS GIVEN CLEA,R EXPRESSION TO THIS ITS VIEW, THE MEETING or 
THi TRIBt.NAL HAS NEVERTHELESS BEEN PLACED IN SVEDEN. THE 

PAGE 2 RUDKLM 190A U'JCLAS 
FOREIGN RELATIONS COUNCIL NOTED AT THE SAME TIME THAT PREVAILING 
REGULATIONS 
FREEDOM OF 
TRIBlJJAL•S 
CM ERON 
BT 

AND PRACTICE CONCERNING FREEDOM OF' EXPRESSION AND 
ASSEMBLY DO NOT PROVIDE A MEANS FOR PREVENTING THE 
MEETING IN STOCKHOLM... -

___ . __ __UN.CLASSlFJ.ElL. ____ _ 
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H __ c-e---N f' I D E N. T I A L -STOCK HO Lt1 12 6 9 

:~R REF': 1264,STOCKHOLM 1268 

IO SUBJECT: "RUSSELL TRIBUNAL" MEETINGS STOCKHOLM 
p 

1. FONMINDIRECTOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS BERGSTROM AND OBERG NSC 
CAMEBY APARTMENT EVENING APRIL 25 TO TELL ME OUTCOME OF CONSULTATIVEINR COMMITTEEOF CABINET (PALME PRESENT AND, ACCORDING RELIABLE NEWS­

CIA PAPERMAN,ALSO CHAIRMAN) EARLIER AFTERNOON SAME DAY (PARA 3 
NSA SfOCKHOLM1264). THIS COMMITTEEREVIEWEDPOSSIBLE LEGAL MEANS OF 

PREVENTINGMEETING RUSSELL TRIBUNAL AND CONCLUDED THAT NO SUCH OOD 
BASIS EXISTED FOR PREVENTING INITIAL SESSIONS. GROUP DECIDED NIC AGAINST USING VISA DENIAL AS INSTRUMENT.BERGSTHOMREFERREDTO 
EXPLANATIONHE HAD GIVEN ME EARLIER AND ADDED THAT IN AGITATED 

RSR POLTICAL CLIMATE SWEDEN VISA ACTION WOULD BE COUNTER PRODUCTIVZ 
FOR GOVERNMENT. 

2. BERGSTROMTHEN GAVE ME PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT WHICH HAD BEEN 
RELEASED30 MINUTES EARLIER TO SWEDISH NEWS SERVICE CSTOCKHOLM 
1268). HE SAID THIS TEXf HAD BEEN APPROVED BY PRIMIN IN GERMANYAND 
BY FONMI~ IN REYKJAVIK. FONMIN HAD ASKED BERGSTROM ro GIVE 
ME MESSAGE THAT HE ilAS VERY UNHAPPY AT THIS DEVELOPMENT. 

3. THEN BERGSTROMEXPLAINEDTHAT GOS !{AD NO LEGAL MEANS TO PREVENT 
OPENING MEETINGS FROM TAKING PLACE. HE SAID GOS INTENDED FOLLO~ 
PROCEEDINGSCLOSF.Iy TO ASSURE ITSELP THATMEETr NGS D nr-NOrREPEAT-
NOT--CONTRA VE NE SV ED I SH LAV S ___ ____A ND REGULAT10}fs ON--~lAt~JTENA~fCE--OF----
PUBLIC ORDER ~--THlJSE--?fWl=ilBTl1 OF-ST:.C1TENGDtfAtfA rTc51~-0F-HEi1DS 

<TtlESE LA\wS_C_o~rr-l~TD-EfrECT-o-Nt -YAF"(ER-TtfE--fACT)~ -· 

4. BERGSTROMSAID CLOSED SESSIONS VOULD TAKE PLACE AT FOKETHUS 
FRON THURSDAY, APRIL 27, TO APRIL 29. THEN DURING SUBSEQUENT 
SESSIONS UNTIL MAY 8 PH::'.SS AND SELECTED IND IV !DUALS WOULD BE 
ADMITTEDBY INVITATION. 

---G-0NPYOtN1 IAL 

https://PH::'.SS
https://IDE'N1rl'.At
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-2- STOCKHOLM 1269, 4-25-67 

5.S\fEDES SAID THAT LABOR utJION PARTICIPANTS PLANNEDISSUE STATEMENT, 
PERHAPSLATER THIS EVENING. THIS STATEMENT WOULDSAY THAT TRADE . 
UNIONSWOULDCONTINUETHEIR SUPPORT ONLY IF SESSIONS WERE DIGNIFIED 
AND DEVOTED TO "OBJECTIVE" INFORMATION VIET-NAMABOUT WAR. 
~RGSTROMAND OBERG SAW THESE PARTICIPANTS INFLUENCEAS MODERATING 
IN RUSSELL TRIBUNAL SESSIONS. 

6. BOTH SWEDES STRESSED FONMINISTRY'S UNHAPPINESSWITH THIS 
DEVELOPMENTAND THEY ASSOCIATED PRIMIN AND FONMIN WITH THIS. 

7. I MADEFOLLOWINGPOINTS: \ 

A. I REGRETTEDMOST ADVERSE ON US2 EFFECT THIS DEVELOPMENT 
SdEDISH RELATIONS VHILE RECOGNIZING THAT OFFICIALS MENTIONED ABOVE 
HAD TRIED TO PREVENT "RUSSELL TRIBUNAL" MEETINGSSTOCKHOLM. 

B. I THOUGHTWASHINGTON SEE PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT WOULD AS 
~COND ACTION IN SHORT PERIOD OF TEN DAYS IN WHICH DOMESTIC 
POLTICIAL CONSIDERATIONS HAD BEEN GIVEN GREATER WEIGHTTHAN 
S.:IEDEN'S RELATIONS1:/ITH US. • • 

C. WE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND S~EDISH ACTION COULD HOW FORWARD 
PEACE IN VIET-NAM. I FELT SURE WASHINGTON'S WOULDASSESSt1ENT SE 
THAT THIS SECOND SWEDISHACTION WOULD SERVE T HARDENHAN.OI'S 
?OSITION TO~ARDS NEGOTIATION. 

8. BERGSTROMDID NOT TAKE tXCEPTION THESE POINTS. SAID HE WOULD 
NOT REPEAT NOT BE SURPRISED IF WE RECEIVED. STIFF INSTRUCTIONS.TO 
CONVEYTO FONMINISTRY. ADDEDTHAT EVEN AT POINT OF GREAT£ST 
DISAGREEMENTWE MUST CONTINUE TO EXCHANGE VIEWS AND DISCUSS OUR 
DIFFERENCES. 

9. I TOLD BERGSTROM CONTINUETHAT WE WOULD TO REPLY ALL PRESS 
QUESTIONS·WITH NO COMMENT OTHER INSTRUCTI.ONS; UNTIL WE RECEIVED ·• 
FROMDEPARTMENT. CAMERONGP-3. 

NafE: PASS ED S/S-0, WHITE HOUSE, USIA 4-25-67, 5 :50 PM 
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REF: STOCKHOLM1265 

t. FOL IS TRANSLATIO~£RLANDERSTATEMgNrGIVE~ TO SWEDISH NEWS 
SERVICE 6:30 Pi1 APRIL 25: THE DECLARATION •tN LAST NIGHT, I APPEALED 
TO THE ORGANIZERS OF THE RUSSELL TRIBUNAL ~OT TO MOLD THEIR PLANNED 
MEETING IN SVED!N. WHEN NEVERTHELESS THE ORGANIZERS CHOSE SiJEDEN AS 
THE MEETING PLACE, THE GOVT ~ILL ~OT TAKr ACTIO~ TO PREVENT THE 
MEET ING FRO\~ TAKING PLACE. THE oovr EXPECTS AS_ll ___M_ATTER_QF_.COURSJ~---
JHAT_ .THE. PARlICI~A~l' __$_lN_.1Jlt __t{~J~Tl~_G_W_lL.L__03~StBYJ:_!HOSERULES 
f..~D REGUl ..tff_IO~S \JHICH ARE VALID IN THE COUNTRY THEY--VISl"r;••·---· 
~INTE(J~PHONE-IN1E"RVlEw-w1rw-murrcf-SW£OEN--FRO.~--toi.N. -At-6 f 45 PM A?RI} 
25, ERLANDF.R,UI RESPONSETO QUEST ION, ADDEDFOL STATEMENTS: 
A. "I HAVE ALWAYS STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING FULL 
INFORI·1AT •10"1 ON V IET7f'JAil • • 
Bo. •THE TRIBUNAL MAYl)OF COURSE, BE A HINDERANCE TO PE:ACE,Btrr mJE 
MUST NOT IMAGINE THAT ANY GREAT ACCIDENT WILL TAKE PLACE BECAUSr 
OF IT"' CTH IS \1AS REPEATED THREE TIM ES IN DIFFERENT PHRASEOLOGY)• 
C."THE TRIBtrJAL WILL NOTACCUSE A STATE OR A PERSON.THERE 
IS NO REAS0i'1S TO HINDER THE TRIDti'-lAL."' CAMERON 

r 
, 
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RUSSELL no!JMD-!JP 

REFERENCE SfOCKHOLM 1332 

1. STOCKHOLM AFTERNOON TABLOIDS M
1
AY 5 FEATURED REPORT TO 

"TR !BUNAL"' OF SWEDISH MEMBERS RUSSELL INVEST IGAT IN TEAM, ,JOHN 
TAl01AN AND AXEL HOJER (STOCKHOLM 1039 AND 1156). AS EXPECTED, 
THEY CONCENTRATED ON US BOMB DA"'1AGE TO CIVILIAN TARGETS WHICH 
THEY SAY THEY S,t\W DI THEIR THREE-WF.F:K VISIT NORTH VIET-NM! 
l'?ARCH 1967. 

--12.llGr, 2, P.~ t'l4 IA C tJ M F I D E M T ! r~, L' 
2.. S1·JEOISH TV MAIN NEl·JS BROADCAST EVENING MAY 5 FEAT LP.ED 
mTERV IEW WITH CBS-TV CORRESPOlmENT, r10RLEY SAFER, i'JHO DESCR !BED 
'TRISUNAL" AS '"CHARADE,'' "FARCE" ANO "NOT INTERESTED IN PEACE 
TI~ VIET-NAM." SAFrR SAID HE WAS STRUCK BY "ATMOSPHERE OF-HATRED 
AGAHlST US PJ TRIBUNAL." SAFE11 ~.LSO SAID SWEDES SAY NO WORSE 
ABOUT US ON VIET-NAM THAN AMER IC ANS DO AND THAT HOLD ING RUSSELL 
SESSIONS HERE WILL NOT AFFECT AMERICAN OPINION SWEDEM. HE DID 
SAY SWEDES HAD "FAT, SM !JG ATTITUDE" ABO ITT VIET-NAM. 

3. 130TH STOCKHOLM MORMING PAPERS MAY 6 PLAY RUSSELL STORY ON 
BACK PAGE, f:XCEPT FOR PICTURF. ON FI'1ST PAGE DAGENS NYHETER OF 
EI,l-lT YEAR OLD NORTH VIETNAM ESE BOY, DO VAN NGOC, WHO WILL 
"TESTIFY" AT MAY 6 SESSION, SHQ!.rJING ALLEGED NAPALM BURN SCARS. 
BOY AND TWO OTHER INJURED tlORTH VIETNAMESE ADULTS WERE 
DC~,!•1I:'JED MAY 5 BY SWf..:DISH DOCTORS TO SEE IF' PLASTIC SURGEHY 
POSS I?L ~. 



.ll. NO REPEAT NO EDITORIAL COMMENT STOCi(HOLM AF1ERlmONERS r1AY 5 
OR MORN IN GERS MAY 6, ALT HOUGH SVENSKA DAGBLADET CARRIES CARTOON 
SATIRIZING ONE-SIDED SWEDISH TV COVERAGE OF "TRIBUNAL." 

PAB-E 3 R Ur) KU•! 1~4 1 A C b IJ F I g E M I I ~L 
5. LONDON OBSERVER CORRESPONDENT SPENT HO UR WITH EMBOFF MAY 5 
RF.VIf.1:TnTG NORTH VIETNAMESE STATEMENTS AT "TRIBUNAL" OBVIOUSLY 
LOOKING FOR STJRY ON POSSIBLE CHANGE IN NVN ATTITUDES TOWARD 
~JSGOTIC\T IONS. OBSERVER MAN (WlfJ PUITE CONSERVATIVE AND BETE-NO IR 
OF' "T!?I8lNAL" MEMBERS BECAUSE OF TOUGH QUEST IONS) THIMKS HE 
DETZCTS SPLIT 13ETWEE~~NVN AND NFL PEOPLE HEHE WITH POINT AT 
ISSUE BE ING t-JVN WILL rrrnm:ss NE:GOTI,1TS AGA HJ ST NFL INT RANS IGEl'JCE. 
WOULJJ NOT GIVE SOURCES BUT 1•.1E SUSPECT HE MAY BE BASING HIS THEORY 
(J,J TALKS WITH HA VAN LAU AND A

1 
MOSCOW NFL REffiESENTATIVE. 

LATTER TOLD OBSERVE:? THAT EDITOR HELSINKI KANSAN UIJf ISET (WHO 
NFL MAN BELIEVES TO HAVE GOOD MOSCO~ LINES) TOLD HIM IN HELSINKI 
APRIL ?.0 THAT WAR CANNOT BE WON AND THAT NFL MUST NEGOTIATE. 
SP~CIJLATIVE STORY ALONG THESE LINES WILL PROBABLY APPEAR OBSIBVE 

MAY 7. HA VAN LAU MAY BE DOING SOME TALKING BECAUSE DAGENS 
NYH'STER MAY 6 SPECULATES THAT HE MAY HAVE NEW "PEACE INITIATIVE." 

6. "TRIBUNAL" ANNOUNCED MAY 6 IT HAD DECIDED AGAINST CALL ING US 
PILOTS AS WITNESSES BECAUSE OF PRO BL EM WITH GENEVA CONVENT ION. 
ffiRKLF.Y ffiOFESSOR JOE NE !LANDS (WHO HAD LONG RECORD VIET NIK 
ACTIVITY IN STOCKHOLM 1965-66) TOLD "TRIBUNAL" MAY 5 THAT HE HAD 

~-PA 
TALKED TO THEY WERE NOT BRAIN-
WASHED. 

7. NEILANDS, U OF PENN INSTRUCTOR KOLKO AND OTHER AMERICANS 
REFUSING ANSWER QUEST IONS ON RECORD F'OR US CORRESPONDENTS. 
LATTER BELIEVE THEY F'EA~ ~OSECUTION UPON RETURN US. NEILANDS 
CLAIMS CIA AND FBI AGENTS ATTENDING RUSSELL SESSIONS AND CORRESPONDENTS 
ACT ING F'O~ AGEtIT S. 

s. tmc AMI) CBS TV AND WEST HJGHO USE RADIO ALL PLANNING COVERAGE 
SCHE:DULED ANTI-VIET-NAM DEMOWTTRATIOt!S AT US TRADE CE'.~TER 
f\TiTERMOON MAY 6, AS 1.,JELL AS ~.MIi-RUSSELL DEMONSTRATION ALSO SCHEDULED 
MAY '), IN SEARCH F'OR "HARD NEWS'' 1:JHICH "TRIBUNAL" NOT PROVIDING. 

s. "TR IBlJl-JAL" REPORTED BY nY TIMES MAN TO us ~AY 3 Atm IN 
DAGSNS NYHET ER Mr'\Y 6 TO BE IN F' IN ANC I.~L TROUBLE:. MEET ING MUST 
VACATE FOLKETS HUS Fon AT LEA~T DAY MAY 9 AND MANY DELEGATES 
Hf\VE: ll~D GIVE UP HOTEL Roor,1 S TO LIONS CONVENT ION. SDr1E DELEGATES 
co~1·11.JrING FR0'.1 30 t1ILES ')IJTSIDE STOCKHOLM. 
GP-3 

nr 
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1 DAGENS NYHETER MAY 3 HEADLINED STORY THAT PRESIDENT HAD SENT 
PERSONAL LETTER ERL A MD ER PR OT EST ING "RUSSELL TRIBUNAL" IN SWEDEN. 

2. PRIME MINISTER GAVE SWEDISH RAD IO STATEMENT 8:00 A.M. MAY 8 
THAT HE HAD ~ECE IVED NO MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT ·oN RUSSELL 
TRIAL. HE SAID DAGENS NYHETER STORY APPARENTLY BASED ON NEWSWEEK 
REPORT. ERL ANDER SA ID THAT ALLEGED REMARK OF PRES ID ENT THAT 
"IF DE GAULLE COULD STOP IT, WHY COULDN'T SWEDEN" PROBABLY MADE 
TO WHITE HOUSE A IDE BUT MOT TO HIM. ERLANDER S,AID HE HAD HOUR LONG 
CONVERSATION WITH W.W. ROSTOW IN BONN ON RUSSELL PROCEEDINGS. 

•CONFIDENTIAi;-

3. F'OREIGN THNISTRY HAS ALSO DENIED REPORT. BP-3. CAMERON 
Bf 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority STATEletter APR 28 1978. 

By h J. ,NARS, Date t;/44/?Z' 
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UNITED. STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 

.• 

,., 

May 5, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable 
Walt W. Rostow 
The White House 

I am attaching a summary of current world 
press comments on the Bertrand Russell so-called 
"Internatio~al Tribunal. 11 

In this connection I thought you might also like 
to see the attached transcript of Eric Sevareid' s 
remarks on.this subject as b;oadc·ast over CBS· 

' television. 

Marks 

ti/ff'J"
.~ !•• l _·•~. -~-. 
l 

tttit!\fiff{~'.~I 



THE RUSSELL TRIBUNAL • 

May 5, 1967 



1 
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T~~e wo:rld i:,ress generally has given only minor news treatment to 
Bertrand Russell1s so-called "international tribwial on war crimes" 
which opened in Stockholm this week.t;tr:Jti 

., 

~ \,:·;:I)t\t·· Spars·e free· world editorial comment .,_ mainly in Sweden, Denmark, 
i(, I C-:i.·eat Bri,tain, Belgium, and the Netherlands -- generally condemned 

tile me1.z:ti:lg as nothing more than an anti-American propaga:nda spectacle.,. 
-:lvZost headlines and: commentaries, scofied._a:t: the: tribunal, de scribing it 

11 11..:'...); ~,\:-iou:dy· as "a farce, • "a parody· of justice, "an instrument of 
11 11~.::::-_ununist propc-gai::da, :ra gathering.of demagogues, and "a wretched 

...... ·:.vfa~cow-:radio mexely noted that the tribunal had opened in Stockholm.·_ 
1~)ll":~~:~..._ ~ i-,.?,]. 

r •,'•1 ·.-~ 'J.• .!fowe_yer, Sovietbr:oadcasts:gave; considerable·attention to-a.report that·~/':.~ 
··a. ,:ommission-.xa.CSOV-ieb.j,w:ist·s.:wmch:was'.inve-stigatiiig.J 1the-·crimes of .·:J.'tY 

--•,.-. :,;h~\:q~?~·i"aggre·ssors--m Vie~~r::enid. pr~pared'.·.a··publi~~ -~ three· 
I l~~.1guages ~ontaining "eyewitness te'stim.ony~; 11_' Peking ,radio carried.·:­
' •·f!Ji mention- of the Stockholm tribunal., 

"\i ..:. , ~.. ;t.,:_ !. ~·~ 
,;.,( .' :~-·. 

_ ;'/' Largely Ignored in Britain!Y:{ 
·• ::{,:-, k 

i,.-~~~d_on~• the popular/mas·s-circulatio:O: press ge'ne·rally-ignored the <"': • ,.-. 
':?.P.~fug'.~o.£tribunal •. The Tim.es of London ran this report Thursday:ithe[~i]; 

'· ':J•"•t . ii,!;> • • ., 

1:,,'-'·-J.·.•.,•• 

•4-~:t.1 r1 •.~~,;t ~(''.~~:;::c:o~:;\::::i::i:;,~o::y:n:..•"~~;, •••• 
'lI~:;~~ .:_~_..:::-
~\- .• ·, t, • appointed :role 0£ the Bertrand Russell inter-:r}::~ ::,{ I • • r.2.tional war crimes• tribunal was defined be-' 

:~~,7.~~~,/~: 1 
: '·, J, yond any possible c_ontradiction.· The tribunal =.,·;:~:,:,; 
$'::!/,•·~<'•.,,;;,.if,_;.._-_intends .to provide th~ m.ost'tpass~,OD:~t~,,. thorough ¾i'r:/t.4! 

?("1{ft 1.,..,~,\~,'a!°ndwell:-documerited· cha.Uep.gt{.io Am:~rican·' . ' •••, ~1'. :~,1 ... 
;t~;;t),~;·, t,:;,~:•t·':~r p~lic'y·eve·r:' deiivere'd iii·_fu,'~·::vt~~t:.~:. ,,. • •:• ~r~\°~s)
'•,.:,.~·;}~,~\:ff/'~t~,.-.·'•/'' '·:•j' _. ••. :· ; ·:,)ft-:{ ~-._1.•:-.:.• 'I· 

_;Tli'e· paper said t~at ."perhaps the mo~t cleverly a~ed_~,. •".~fa succes:sio~ =., 
: of vicious darts•·• thrown at the-U.S~ was a·message sent to Secretary 
tR~sk inviting testimony by him or hi~ designated repres'entatives •. It ". .: 

"''•"'~' 

1 
-ccmthiued: .11America iS' 'known to be anxious not to recrogniz'e 'the tribu..1.a:il' $ 

-'.~_,a/iy,Vf~Y or·~~ricotir~ge ext~~:public,~ty_for:itlL~t is, ·.\n4i~d~ -~xtre~ 4 ~JY,1: 
,'UPS.ettb.~t 'S-\itfedehhas allo~~~-:i~ intct'Stockholm.:a~ -all,~'li/~t~:, , nt~i}?

~ ,-~~{fi~:~->,. '-.· • '. • • • • ,,,., • '' • "~''.r"·, •'1>--•:'_'-'l. •· • •~:~if.,..i· 
·l'·1·l'-

·-H .. : ·l 
-~;. 

~-Ji~,-'"'."'"' 

• > ~ ' ; ~.>~-~0/. ' ' • • 
: 

~ 
,. <-.t 

,_t' :_... . ~ 

... 

, , ,. 
.t:' .'_• 
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~l.ondon 1s· conservative Daily Telegraph called ih:e tribunal~ 11ma.cabi-e, 
-:a.ista~tef~ and puerile exercise~~·~·" sp'on~·ored· ''by a bunch of left-wing , 
·u~erat.eui-s, pamphleteers and propagandists.who are manifestly en• 
gaged in what is nothing more than another anti-American demonstration. !' 

11 11wrhe iniperfect imitation of judicial p:rocedures was "only for show, 
the paper declared, and the 11performance 11 should have been banned by 
the Swedish government. The reputations of American leaders would 

_-J,.it~~ ...;>,ct. sui....~r nnd'.uiy,·rr ft said~. "but Lord R_u:ssell's reputation among 
• ~a:- ..y a<ln'..ire::.:~ ::-:ia.y·p:::ove more vulnerable~~•:.;,:· 

..!~~-~1arply difierent view was expre·ssed by the _liberal Guardian, a 
i.: c o.;;~,-,is-ter,i: c:r.itic. of U. s.··Vietnam policy, which thought th,at .even though 

. fue. :findia.,gs were "predictable, 11 there was "no reason why it should be 
.._;either condemned or applauded. •r The paper added: ''It is a body of 

.,~Jt! w ·private .citizens collecting:rinforma.tion.:for .. their_,own purpose·s~·- If it 
• -,b-rea:ks':-'la.ws be-.prosecuted,~·::.·.If .it;Ul'Iea·rths ·-facts· not· hitherto knownit· can 

it will have added to our knowledge~•"· -~ 
• i • • ' -· .... • ' ·~ \ l- '· 

;,l3:r:~s~11s_ i~l~ential La Libre· Belgiq~e ter~ed'the tribunal a "parody of 
jwrtj,c:'ei•which did not serve the cause of pea:ce~:;-~The paper continued: 

"+. • , ' I • ~ -. •& • r ' • • ,1, . 

• "~~~~~.' 110n what grounds are they posing:a{judge·~-? ~-~ 
~\: '.~/~i~>" No a~thority h~s been 'assign_ed ·1;~ ~e,.n~>~f~ii•'The . 

. . '!,. trouble is that the new form of p~yqh~iogic~l . 
t&\~f·action dreamed up· by these :gentlemen:':creates· 

additional confusion~'': Where will we be if ,every­
body assumeS" the right to ~ut,on thEi'i-~be'? 1

,
1 

i 
• ' 'l,.• • • ' 

~,~ss-circulation La Meuse of Liege, under the heading··"Jean Paul Sartre 
Ope·ns the 1Co.urt 1 ·of Slander ~ Stoc'kho~, ·~ commented that-the 'tribunal," 
~on4enine_d •_its,elf. from ~~e _b_eginning \by app~aring as ~ ?.l!"trillJ.:lent of~ , 
- •• ·•-•·-~•·\· • •• • ." ,.,• i ~• ~. • . .'••. • r't .' • :,~ ,',l..ri.:\, • 0:,( •

,._,omm.unist ·propaganda.'( ;·.•.•{' • :._.-r--.,,('$;· ' . ./, •• _ : : -'.:i~,< ·. -::> ,., .. ,· -~ ~'.-- ...;-,<:: ' 
·;·.~;:••>:~(t;: • ,•,.;;:~-.<;; .• •·': • • • .'..i-t'.',:;/t1£s_:;~t:.,'♦ j; I .: .•. ,'•,' -~,/~,'• _,'••. -~:,•:::•·:,•~t>.,{• 

· •·-... Paris ;,.'a' ·writer- s_aid in a~. ·article .in_ c<:,>1:is~·rvative. Figaro ~t Egyp~ 1s' • 
.... 

a:rmy·had "occupied a: good part" of Yemen :and its air force had dropped1? ~pa:1~_.bombs on guerrilla villages tJ:iere.· ~e ~said: .. ' :- '; ''':}):'t:..:siJfi>.:-',..· ·• : • \ - ,, . .:... • • ,. " • .. • , -t. • , • ' 1if1"';., 

1..1-· ., ..
.ff~-- , ... ~:.,;;}fc;.','.~\1'., never heard that ~is' -affair interested.the· '.111 have 

rytr\r,--·,t. •,· :'\ ,._,. __,,,. .. ' • • • . • ... .. " ,, . . • ' • ~ : • ... 

..,ifi(•'[r,:t: ·.,:.·:, '-·~~~~e~~S3:rtr~,:~1b~alf ·_,_iT~~s,.it..i~.n~.t ~h:e ~!e~; -~i. • 
t~l'7l;i, -.t,: ::.:Y~1:1-~D:.~h1c~}~.·cop:~~llll1:.e.d,_~ut th;e s1!1~-~ ~~en.·:_ 1~-"~ _ _.:i,
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2 
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,\:ifJ.1\>,~:
,~ J-~·•')i,-1 
:},'.ff~tt-~t_,: _;;. r ..... # 

~y.'•,:1!•4. ',t . • 
•~:' 'If~(J : . •' ! • . , . <; ., ,

h}~,<J}l ';,1:!.' .1 ....,, ._.,. ,,,. 
~i~_,i.ci,f,~:!-f ..~ 1:~!,:a~ .

1~•11~:i-:l'rt, •.i~:~ 

t.~i\h~ ;, --"It is a question of creating a certain confusion in:~·-~;,, .. , 

',~},JI«i { • the spectator's mind .. • The fight is carried on with 
J~~}1,~~ ",,,~' 1f! 

·1'\,I l(,\•',·~ ,. _.,-;­ propaganda weapons on the side of the national 
liberation front and North Vietnam ••• 11 

The Swedish press, which was strongly critical of the tribunaPs deci• • 
sion tc ·x:::.eet in Stockholm, expressed concern about the effect of the 

. ~ meetings on relationa with the U. s.~ Liberal Expressen of Stockholm 
r- "''· ..quoted Bjorn i\..::i,:·•.4."'tde:!:'.,. Washington·correspondent·of Swedish radio 

~::.d. telev:.sion., ,:;.;:;·,-:-;a.:r!'..i:l.;£,in: a -.:1.acture~delivered last week in Sweden: 

;•.·:he w~r crimes tribunal against the .U.S. in Stockholm can become· 
3. s.:aggf.:.:ing blow to ou:r relations with the U~S. • The Americans will 

.' loo:c up;:m S~eden as the center £or anti-Americanism in Europe. We 
"":..,xu.::. the risk of being hurt badly, even at the level 0£ trade policies. 11 

';ii!\ Nfoosia 1s indepen-aent Cyprus Maff'judg·ed that-tlie-tribunal ";Profes-ses 
_to be.motivated by concern for human suf£e-ring, but it ignores the Viet '-~ 
-Cong terrorism in South Vietnam; •• •• The amount of hu."nan sufiering 
that \~roul~ certainly follow a Conununist takeover· of the Southeast As'ian 
cou...'1:~ies ~s equally disregarded~ 11 

. The pape~ continued: 

:~'he· result of the 1trial 1 is a foregone conclusion.·· -.The tribun:a1 will find 
?.c-esident Johns·on guilty and the worldwide Communist propaganda : . 
rr~ach~e will immediately go to work o:rithe biggest ever of its· long ), 

,I
. 

--:cecord ·of ·smear campaigns. 11 • • 

Available reports indicated that most Near Easf and South Asian media 

~\~:;2}~ gave the 1.story lcw-key treatment without comment.· Cairo radio ·said: 
11The court will not pass.any verdict but will investigate the crimes\:·.)~;·;;:.~~: 

1-.~_,_ c:.0.:.nmitted by the U. s.•, which has attacked Vietnam -- tens· of thousands-
of miles· from u~ s.: territory.''" '• ·. • • ·., . • . . _, 

.·:' /,i_-,·i,t/•:_)i' ,·. . . . .· _,•... ' . . -
:..:.~xiq~:,q~tynewspapers had froJ?,:t-page_ stories un~er di~para:ging , .. 
headlines:.· -!'Gathering C?f Demagogues to •1Judge•·u.s;," (e!onservative 
_El ·so1de Mexico)~ and t1Decrepit Russell Farce .Begins" (moderately 

~ ·...... 
,• 1' .. ®DHer;i:tive Ultirr...as Noticia:s ). · ' · • · • . 

. •. -.. t;~ifs-}/, ·..::. - • ...sit 
:,1'•~; t ~~ 

J ~.'~•• 3i~l;.i_~\ 

~i~~ 
~jrn} 
•·­
', 



Communist Media 

Moscow TASS briefly reported the opening of the .tribunal. Soviet 
broadcasts said a "commission of Soviet jurists to investigate the 
crimes of the UoS• aggressors in Vietnam has prepared a publication 
il1. three languages oi the first volume of documents containing eye• 

··witness testimony .. 11 

The broadcast 'iuoted the president of the Soviet Association of Jurists 
as say::.:-.:.z t:1.at 11the U., s. crimes in Vietnam are a repetition of heinous 

~T r:.-...isde.:::.d.s. of the Hitlerites, and somet:.n1.es • even ·surpass them.· As 
.. fae 'tes:ti....--nony of witnesses show, the entire territ'ory of Vietnam has 
. , } -•·-0ecornc:: a military trai."ling groun:d, where the American brassbats 

; .. ;i.:•,~, ..... a=etesting means of mass· anr ..ih.ilation of people.·'!··;·~· 

' :.:.1:_•.i_~-•.l.:,I:·':.• ·:;:~~:~~:~~~·:~!:;~~:~:}1~:::~!1a:::::::~::::;:·•t-' ' 
_,· ·• the meetings. 11 

'i ' 
f{,;~. 

He said. the tribunal had been "very warmly welcomed" b. Sweden,f;f;:i
\..1,1• although '.'reactionary" Swedish papers had accused it of being biased~, 

,..;:;ft:Il ft-: 
J. 
. ,_: ...--:-~.~ •• .,. 

- .·_4. 
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'· ', .,~.-' • . ',,"-,.'•.. . '•'.1' . 

cnor.;an; In Xuro»o, ··a wo.r-crim~s tri:Jl,' r~ tba John;on. • ·~:·>:. : .: .. • 
. • . • . ·~ :r~:.;: : ... ~-..... 

;:~:::;. :Lbat stoq in Q -~t~ ;> • •• _ -_:: •• ~ /\it<· .: 
r. •. :~_'::~-.CROn?..Il'E& ln Stockholl.1, Swdon, todey, ~o -un:1 thg. ~g1un1~~-\::t~'.··._ ·~:) 

' of Q tr1al or ~orta·, in. 'Which thG J'Ohn~o~·QdmSn1ub'~t~ 1.:J'th:o.·}j·:·<:y:·;:_>...... 
c1orc~do::it• bacaur.o ot 1ta V1etnG:.t pol,1c1e~. ntoro 1o no doubt ...-...J ·:: i.~:;.::_: ."·/ 

, ·-.t . -~ · • ,..:,. : .. :.-· ../···:-i·\:J.:::1
about tho outcome. J.{o~o<l:l thnt troa Eric ~ovat"o.id. ,.. ,. . ::,.::.•:'• ...... ,. ><:: · I 

• •• • .. ·, '. ::1- ... I 

. . S'i:'/ AREIDa. . It j.s not. l1kcl7. thnt President John$on or.SoarQt~r1oa .••·::/•••;//: 

~~-~_,:,·Bucklnlcl Mcli~~ Will ~- los1ni ~· sle~· .• ovw' thoir •..~Ql.l~ .:,j/>i,/;·:// 
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r' . ~- . ii ..' , ..... szr:A.REID ( Cootil'luod) a·. govorn.11cnt.:,a.,s ,.or··doo~, pour. out 
., / ' . ,.. . . ,•. . 

his n::i.mo.• .Much o~ it 1s th~ \.-Ork or o...tenao, .;h'u:loz1os:1 youns 

J!..:ericnn 0%po.tl"1nto Zlell20cl Ralph Scbooow~,-~on~. ot. a·.•:~-~l· b~· :-.·,:•,:•:.:.·.::.· 
II~•::~• l:·,,: ; • . . • • :.: :~....,~:\-:. 
..•;. ,~. ' or ror lott Amoric:uis·, someor -~ committed CotmmiU:ata,'ll~O havo .'.·-;:_:-,::/·: 
,v. '1 

'• • • . ,·. •• • . •:~ ·; •..• • •" ·. . ..; ..~;':(',:..•. ' 

.·,q, ,I, operntccl 1n En.E:lnndtor.. sGvoro1·y~:!Jl'o.. ... :· .. .-,:;., .. :'._: < ·:?,.:.,.'4' 1 

••,., 

Soz:0 lll.0 lmo-:zhim nr~o ~t Lor4 Bussell ·10 n0t at ·.o11· co~o~.<··: ~:\~~::\{:;· 
. . ' ' : , .~:·,:. 

::au.tbis stability mi~t be. Juasod by' tho ract~ _th:lt • ho onco callo4 •. • t .: 
' ~·':: 

both Pro!l1dont K<?JlOQY·.end Prico Minintcr Xnc..iillan t:urdOl"cra l;Orz:o 

th~ liitler, that at ona timo ha. advocated FOVClltivo \7~ ~a1nst --~:-.·.-

tho 6ov10t· trn1on, that ha rcg~d~ :tho Warren ·com.1.flsion B.oport. ci:l .'··:. )._.:· 

a P.ttl't or a einnt conspi:J:>acy,thn~-·lleci221ms. tho _United. St~to:..hzla ·::-,:.'.:~(;>. . . . ' . . .· ' ..... . ,.. 

put S rdlliQll Viotnrunoso into. concontrat1on CQtlpa .... : i'hnt,, ixlcidentall.1,- • 
• j ' • • • • • • •, ,. .. ' ; .. , • • • • • • , 

,:culd bo ono balt' the. popUl~ti~: ;t •t~uth v~~ar:}).' .: ·,. . • • ,~-\~-:J:'.';\}AliLrf:;-~ 
• ,• : • • I • • .. • !. • • • : • •• \: :_ '•• •:•:• f.:.<~;14.J:t(., 

I;' tho Vlotncm lrar is GD ~~~- t_o-~a$~~t•·.z~·. ~- ~p1~ t~~~;#,~,~~4~::·i· 
• ' •• ••• ' .• • • • .'--•· ' • \ 1 • ..,!•: •: .,J :':'•'• • .!.-~►:"··· ' 
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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 

DIRECTOR 

May 4, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable 
Walt Rostow 
The White Hause 

I want to call your attention to the enclosed resum)· ~;:;:; 
of world press comment on the 11Russell Tribunal 11 

~...:., .,,,J--/w7
? t... "'I)

contained in our report of May 3. I'--.,-.~-

...t7 

You will note that the European press, including 
Swedish and French press journals, were highly 
critical of the sponsors. 

Typical comments called the tribunal 11a farce, 11 

"macabre, distasteful and puerile exercise, 11 

11another anti-American demonstration. 11 

Previous press comment will be found in the report 
of May 1 which is also attached. 
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... THE RUSSELL "FARCE" 

.. . SVETLANA:s PRESS CONFERENCE 

.•. GREEK COUP AFTERMATH 

THE RUSSELL TRIBUNAL 

~ 
Most free world comment on the Russell tribunal viewed it as a 
publicity-seeking "farce" without status as a legitimate forum. The 
opening session in Stockholm drew moderate and generally disparag­
ing coverage in most areas. 

Prague radio charged that the U.S. Government had exerted strong 
diplomatic and political pressures on the Swedish Government to ban 
the meetings. It said the tribunal had been ''very warmly welcomed" 
in Sweden, although some "reactionary" Swedish papers had attacked it. 

Major British papers Wednesday carried stories on the opening 
session. London 1s conservative Daily Telegraph, under the head­
ing "Mocking Justice," called the tribunal a "macabre, distasteful 
and puerile exercise .•• " sponsored by "a bunch of left-wing 
litterateurs, pamphleteers and propagandists who are manifestly 
engaged in what is nothing more than another anti-American 
demonstration. 11 The paper continued: 

"The imperfect imitation of judicial procedures is only for show. 
The 1tribunal I is neither authoritative nor impartial and lacks the 
professional skill needed to make its conclusions anything more 
serious than gratuitous impertinences. Even so, the Swedish 
government might have been expected to follow France 1s example 
by banning the performance. 11 

The paper said the reputations of American leaders would "not 
suffer unduly, but Lord Russellis reputation among many admirers 
may prove more vulnerable. The acknowledged master of English 
prose is presented as the author of a diatribe couched in cliche­
ridden journalese; the great logician is seen as a vehicle of com­
monplace political invective. It is this which lends a touch of sad­
ness to an occasion which might otherwise inspire only contempt." 

In contrast, the liberal Guardian, a consistent critic of U.S. Viet­
nam policy, thought that even though the findings were "predictable," 
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there was "no reason why it should be either conderrmed or applauded. 11 

The paper added: "It is a body of private citizens collecting information 
for their own purposes. If it breaks laws it can be prosecuted. If it 
unearths facts not hitherto known it will have added to our knowledge. 11 

The paper maintained that the tribunal fell into "that category of events 
about which it is not necessary to have an opinion, but for those with 
opinions there are remedies at hand. Those who do not like the tribunal 
can hold a mock trial of Ralph Schoenman, 11 Lord Russell1s secretary, 
"on charges of their own choice." 

Tuesdayis London Times carried a Stockholm 
correspondent's report declaring that "startling 
new information about American war techniques" 
was promised by the tribunal organizers. He wrote 
that "more than 20 crates of documents" had arrived 
from Paris and London, and that "eyewitness ac­
counts of raids on North Vietnam villages, a four~ 
hour film of the raids, examples of American wea~ 
ponry ••• and recorded interviews with North 
Vietnam villagers" would be presented. 

Reuters carried a dispatch Wednesday which said that 11gruesome photo~ 
graphs depicting mutilated civilians after alleged American bomb raids 
over North Vietnam shocked onlookers" at the tribunal. The report 
stated that the tribunal had entered its second day "with an array of 
compelling testimony." 

The French news agency AFP, in an account of the inaugural session, 
said that Lord Russell had accused the French government of "hypocri:r.y 
and frailty" for refusing to allow the sessions to be held in France. 

In Paris, Thierry Maulnier, of the Academie Francaise, writing in Tues­
day 1s conservative Figaro, asserted that the purpose of the meeting was 
to "discredit" American actions in Vietnam: "For this.ti collecting 
signatures and heralding famous voices is not enough. It has already 
been done. A tribunal is something different. It is imposing in itself ...-
even more so an international tribunal •••• It is a matter of creating in 
the public mind a parallel between the tribunal which condemned the 
Nazi war crimes and the one which is to condemn the American 1war 
crimes'. Using the word tribunal forces one to recognize an analogy of 
the actions and of the guilt. '' 
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The writer said Egypt 2s army had "occupied a good part" of Yemen 
and its air force had dropped napalm bombs on guerrilla villages there. 
Yet, he said, "I have never heard that this affair interested the Russell­
Sartre tribunal. Thus it is not the intervention which is condemneda 
but the sides taken. It is a question of creating a certain confusion in 
the spectator's mind. The fight is carried on with propaganda weapons 
on the side of the national liberation front and North Vietnam o •• 

11 

Todayis Radical-Liberal Ekstrabladet of Copenhagen 
carried a full-page reprint of Russell's opening state­
ment. Commentaries in other Danish papers branded 
the tribunal a 11farce 11 (conservative Berlingske Tidende), 
and 11a political action staged as a dramatic trial" 
(independent Information}. 

Mexico City papers had front-page stories under disparaging headlines: 
11Gathering of Demagogues to 1Judger U.S. 11 (conservative El Sol de 
Mexico}, and 11Decrepit Russell Farce Begins 11 (moderately conservative 
Ultimas Noticias). 

Communist Media 

Prague radio's correspondent in Stockholm said the tribunal was meeting 
11despite the fact that the U. s. Government has exerted strong diplomatic 
and political pressure on the Swedish Government to ban the meetings. a o 

Today 1s session heard evidence from lawyers and scientific experts on 
the way the Americans are committing aggression and violating the basic 
norms of international law. 11 

He said the tribunal had been 11very warmly welcomed 11 in Swedena although 
11reactionary" Swedish papers had accused it of being biased and had 
"repeated the American arguments of 1Communist infiltration in Vietnam. 1 11 
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SVETLANA'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

Papers in many parts of the world devoted prominent news and feature 
space to Svetlana Alliluyeva 1s press conference. They agreed that she 
had made a stunning appearance as "the most important defector" in 
memory. 

Editors said the setting was ausp1c1ous and the U. s. public sympathetic. 
Some emphasized that although her appearance on the world scene at 
this time had not been heralded as an episode in East-West relations, 
the political import of her statements was apparent. 

London's pro~Labor Sun reported: "She came in, arms swinging 
slightly -- an ordinary, pleasant woman who was suddenly the 
center of interest of the Western world. The setting of the press 
conference could not have been more symbolic of the Western way 
of life. 11 The London Daily Express declared: "It was an astonish­
ing sixty minutes. 11 

Kuala Lumpur's Malay Mail observed that "although she did not 
reveal much about her future plans and secrets concerning her late 
father and the Russia of his day, she did lift partly the veil which 
had shrouded her own self ••• Apart from saying that her father0 

was not solely to blame for the massacres in Russia when he was 
master of the country, Svetlana carefully avoided discussion of 
politics ••• '' 

The paper noted the U. s. position: "As the State Department has 
taken care to make clear to the Soviet government that it has had 
nothing to do with Svetlana I s decision, her stay in America should 
not embarrass the U. s. " 

Her decision to "get out" of India and go to America brought an angry 
reaction from the independent Free Press Journal of Bombay, which 
is usually critical of the U.S.: 11 Life begins at forty and Svetlana is 
going to have a cool million in her pocket (after taxes) once her 
famous manuscript is through the publisher's mill •••. Perhaps a 
new husband and a well-guarded New York apartment may help the 
process of assimilation. And in the fullness of time Svetlana can 
again have a go at India, which is a lovely country to get out from. 
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The London Economist was concerned about her future in this country: 
"The Americans seem to have been captivated by Mrs. Alliluyeva 1s 
candor and courage. But she is no ordinary cold war defector eager to 
lend herself to anti-Soviet propaganda• ... o She still loves her country, 
welcomes its increasing freedom of debate and hopes to return there 
some day; after all, her children are still in Russia. 

111£ Mrs. Alliluyeva fails to find in America the consideration, the pri~ 
vacy and £he freedom which she expects, the Soviet Union, now attempting 
to discredit her, will have the last laugh." 

Judgments of the political import of her defection ranged from expecta­
tions that she would have much to say later, to assertions that she had 
spoken for a generation seeking freedom. 

London 1s Daily Telegraph mused: 

"The dictator 1s daughter had given the impression 
in a statement is.sued at her arrival in New York 
that she hoped to remain aloof from East-West politics. 
But she left no doubt" at the press conference "that in 
the simplest sense she has strong political views and 
will communicate these in her writing. 11 

The London Times said: "So many great changes have swept Russia 
since Stalin 1s death that it is hard to take in the simple, enormous fact 
that his own daughter is now speaking out against Communism. Svetlana 
speaks as one of countless young or middle-aged Russians" who "would 
not wish to leave Russia even if they could; but they share her restless­
nessi1 her awareness of something big that is lacking in their lives. With 
all the material advances, and their pride in their astronauts, they want 
to live, and write~ and speak more freely, and pursue the old search for 
what life is about ..... What they react against is a diet of bread alone. 

Similarly 8 independent-conservative Corriere della Sera of Milan asserted: 
"For her generation the myth has collapsed -- the myth started in 1917 to 
the effect that the world was divided into the good and the bad, into those 
in a Communist ecstasy and those in a capitalist hell ••• • Many millions 
of Russians share Svetlana's views." 
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Ceylon's Sun of Colombo said today: "Mrs. Svetlana Alliluyeva 1s 
observations made in the U.S. bring out into prominence that the days 
of militant godlessness are fast fading in the Soviet Union, and the 
younger generation of Russians find the drab dialectical materialism 
of Marx-Engels insufficient to meet their emotional urges. 

"She has expressed her hope that the new generation in Russia would 
in time 1bring a new society. r • • .She expressed hope that the 18 and 
20-year-olds will 1be more sympathetic to democracy. 1 This change 
which Mrs. Svetlana Alliluyeva envisages is already taking place. It 
is a truism admitted today by both friend and foe of the Soviet Union. 

GREEK COUP AFTERMATH 

News coverage of events in Greece declined in volume in the West 
European press, with some editors urging diplomatic and public pro­
tests against the Greek military government. 

Communist media enlarged the campaign against "reactionary Greek 
forces backed by a network of American agents." Moscow radio and 
East European broadcasts carried reports of meetings and statements 
protesting the arrest of "resistance leader" Manolis Glezos. 

Britain 1 s liberal Guardian said: 11Something must be done in the 
face of this setback to freedom in Europe. Diplomatic protests 
might prove ineffective, but at least they should be triedo The 
new regime could be informed by the ambassadors of the horror 
felt in democratic countries. NATO could well consider whether 
Greece still meets the qualifications for membership •••• To 
make no protest against the new dictatorship will leave in the 
lurch all those Greeks who have so far regarded themselves as 
part of the European democratic community. 11 

Rome's Socialist Avanti urged "no compromise with Greek fas­
cism." The paper said: "It would be a betrayal of the Greek 
people and of democracy everywhere if we were to allow every­
thing to return to normal after the first shock is past." 
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Danish papers continued to criticize the leaders of the coup and King 
Constantine. Tabloid Ekstrabladet said the Danish government 
would be wise to "send its regrets" to the King if he tried to go to 
Denmark to attend the June wedding of his sister-in-law, Princess 
Margrethe. 

In Brussels, independent La Libre Belgique said: "Although Greece 
has been freed from the threat of Communism, it would be dangerous 
to assert that everything is settled." 

Brussels' conservative DeStandaard accused the U.S. of doing "nothing 
to make the coup fail. 11 It suggested that "a diplomatic quarantine of 
the new regime II might cause its downfall. "One can hardly say that the 
military who have seized power embody the ideals of the Atlantic 
Alliance," the paper added, "unless one holds the view that such ideals 
include the prohibition of miniskirts, the arrest of political adversaries, 
the institution of censorship and obligatory attendance at Sunday mass ••• 11 
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.•. THE WAR IN VIETNAM 
••. RUSSELL TRIBUNAL 

U.S. STATEMENTS ON VIETNAM 

New statements by U.S. leaders convinced British and some East 
Asian editors that America was "talking tough" in expectation of a 
hardening military situation in Vietnam. They said this new Ameri .. 
can tone was evidence that negotiation hopes had receded further. 

Soviet media concentrated on General Westmoreland 1s visit~ calling 
him a "carrion vulture" whose "guest performances" proved there 
was a "deadlock" in U.S. policy. 

Today's editions of British papers said U.S. statements revealed 
a new "tough stand" in expectation of intensified warfare. 

The conservative Daily Mail of London said the U.S. was now 
"speaking with a new aggressive voice about the Vietnam war. 11 

It said that although peace probes would continue, "Mr. Rusk 
indicated that the diplomatic scene was regarded as 'sterile I and 
that no quick negotiations could be expected •• .,. 

"The reason for Mr. Ruskis tough stand remains uncertain. It 
is possible that the Americans in fact expect a major offensive 
by regular North Vietnamese units. On the other hand, this aggres ... 
sive language may be designed to prepare public opinion for a 
further intensification of the war. But there is also a theory that 
the Americans are talking tough to persuade the Russians that if 
a U.S. -Soviet confrontation is to be avoided, they must use all the 
means at their disposal to get Hanoi to negotiate on terms accept­
able to the Americans. 11 

Similarly, the Washington correspondent of the pro~Labor Daily 
Mirror asserted that President Johnson was 111.)n the verge of a 
major decision ... that could lead to a dramatic escalation of the 
Vietnam war. It might even produce a direct confrontation between 
America and Russia and China. The President has to decide what 
action to take against North Vietnam 1s great port, Haiphong -- and 
its main source of supply for war materials from the two Communist 
giants." 
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The conservative Daily Telegraph 1s man in Washington declared: 
"President Johnson has made it clear that the next stage in Vietnam 
will be harder fighting rather than peace efforts. He has had less 
success in changing the public mood from resignation to enthusiasm. 
State Department officials made no secret of their belief that there is 
no prospect of negotiations before a test of wills on the battleground in 
South Vietnam and in the air over the north." 

Britain 1s Sunday press reported a "somber" mood in Washington. The 
conservative Sunday Times correspondent found that "a new and tougher 
mood suddenly pervades the Administration. The highest officials are 
now reluctant to indicate any specific limitations on the bombing of 
North Vietnam except to say that population centers are still excluded." 

The conservative Sunday Telegraph's reporter said President Johnson 
had "struck a somber note" at the White House correspondents' banquet: 

"Though the President said he would 1do anything 
in the world I he honorably could 1to end the conflict 

1and torment, it was 1plain from the way he said it 
that he sees honorable ways out as remote at this 
juncture. 11: 

General Westmoreland 1s speech before Congress was generally approved 
in the London press as appropriate for a field commander. The Times' 
correspondent reported that he ''did not •.. appeal to Congress and the 
people above the head of the President, but to support his Commander­
in-Chicf against political attacka as he is to be fully supported by Mr. 
Johnson in the field .... He has pressed quietly for more men and weapons 
and for more bombing, and it has paid off more handsomely than the public 
politicking of the MacArthurs and the LeMays. 11 

The conservative Daily Express affirmed: "The speech of General West­
moreland, an exposure of the heartless terrorism of the Viet Cong against 
ordinary people in South Vietnam, underlines afresh the gravity of the 
problem facing the U.S ••• ., 

11Divided by half a world from the crisis, people in 
Britain have not sufficiently appreciated how heavy 
have been the sacrifices which the U.S. have made 
in an enterprise on behalf of freedom. Theirs has 
been ·a thankless task, pursued by abuse and con­
tumely, and carried on against an utterly ruthless foe, 
while at the same time they have been compelled to 
fight with one arm tied. 11 
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Japanese papers said General Westmoreland 1s address to Congress 
signaled further expansion of the war. They debated whether his 
statements would "help national unity. 11 

MainichPs correspondent doubted the General1s efforts "would help 
achieve national consensuso II Tokyo Shimbun reported: "Despite some 
sharp comments by doves, Westmoreland 1s speeches appeared to have 
impressed the majority in Congress and greatly helped national unity. 11 

Various Washington reports to Tokyo papers said a "stiffer attitude" 
was indicated by the State Department discussion of a possible "conven­
tional warfare attack by North Vietnam across the demilitarized zone, 11 

and "a marked change of nuance on the possibility of a Haiphong blockade. 11 

Asahi's Saigon reporter wondered if President Johnson would "allow the 
situation to drag on as at present" er if, with Bunker's arrival, "he is 
considering some change of direction. 11 

Seoul papers prominently played a wire service report that the U.S. was 
considering a "tougher line in the Vietnam war. 11 

The Hong Kong Standard wrote: "Washington reports are speaking of a 
new, hard-line U.S. policy on Vietnam. It is not clear, however, just 
what this implies. Presumably there has been a hardening of the attitude 
taken towards special truces such as the one proposed for Buddha's birth­
day." 

THE RUSSELL TRIBUNAL 

Sparse free world comment on Bertrand Russell1s Vietnam "war crimes" 
tribunal generally stressed adverse Swedish reaction and the difficulties 
and delays which marked the initial meeting in Stockholm. Papers de­
scribed the opening message from Russell as an "anti-American tirade" 
and regarded the tribunal as a propaganda "spectacle" designed to con~ 
demn U.S. actions in Vietnam. 

Swedish commentators worried that holding the sessions in Stockholm 
would lead to a deterioration of Swedish-American relations. 
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London's conservative Sunday Telegraph carried a lengthy article from 
a Stockholm correspondent emphasizing that the tribunal was facing 
"increasing hostile reaction" in Sweden and noting that newspapers 
which had criticized American policy in Vietnam were attacking the 
tribunal. He reported "growing fears that the tribunal will turn out to 
be an embarrassing anti-American demonstration. 11 

The writer described the opening message from Lord Russell as "a 
general anti-American tirade, with sideswipes at the CIA," which was 
"in sharp contrast to assurances by members and Swedish supporters 
of the tribunal that it would act as an impartial investigating body. 11 

In Nicosia, the independent Cyprus Mail termed Russell "something of a 
crank" and said the tribunal "professes to be motivated by concern for 
human suffering, but it ignores the Viet Cong terrorism in South Viet­
nam •••. The amount of further human suffering that would cert_ainly 
follow a Communist takeover of the Southeast Asian countries is equally 
disregarded. 11 The paper said: 

"The result of the 1triaP is a foregone conclusion. 
The tribunal will find President Johnson guilty and 
the worldwide Communist propaganda machine will 
immediately go to work on the biggest ever of its 
long record of smear campaigns. 11 

Algerian papers carried brief reports on inside pages. Two Iraqi 
dailies noted without comment that the tribunal had opened. Saudi Arabia 1s 
al-Nadua ran a back-page item playing up the difficulties of finding a 
location for the meeting after de Gaulle 1s "refusal" to allow the sessions 
in France. 

Italy 1s influential Corriere ~ Sera, Milan, also highlighted reports 
that de Gaulle had turned down the tribunaPs bid to meet in France. The 
paper wrote: "De Gaulle says he can't allow a mock trial by people with­
out legal powers whose verdicts could be exploited internationally against 
an ally." 

Meanwhile., Swedish commentators expressed concern that holding the 
sessions in Stockholm might severely damage relations with the U.S. 
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Liberal Expressen of Stockholm quoted Bjorn Ahlander, Washington 
correspondent of Swedish radio and television, as warning in a lecture 
delivered last week in Sweden: 

"The war crimes tribunal against the U.S. in 
Stockholm can become a staggering blow to our 
relations with the U.S. The Americans will 
look upon Sweden as the center for anti-American­
ism in Europe. We run the risk of being hurt 
badly, even at the level of trade policies. 11 

Stockholm 1s conservative Svenska Dagbladet, which earlier called the 
tribunal a "wretched sp~ctacle, 11 expressed fear Friday that holding 
the meeting in Stockholrn 11rn.i3ht lead many people in the world to mis­
understand the neutral position that Sweden traditionally takes in foreign 
policy. 11 The paper continued: 

"The irresponsible forces which misuse the 
freedoms of speech and assembly of our demo-, 
cratic society act contrarily to the opinion of 
the overwhelming majority of the people of this 
country. This must naturally be known abroad, 
to foreign governments especially but also to 
foreign public opinion. 11 

Swedish papers carried a foreign ministry press release stressing that 
members of the Swedish Foreign Relations Council "unanimously re­
gretted" that the tribunal was meeting in Stockholm. Editors echoed 
and amplified the council's view that the tribunal could not promote peace 
in Vietnam. 

Reuters reported that Swedish youths paraded through the streets of 
Stockholm protesting the tribunal. According to the dispatch, the youths 
carried placards reading: "Put Tribunal Trash in Jail;" "You're Not 
Wanted Here," and "Tribunal is Shame on Sweden." 

A later Reuters dispatch said a "bitter quarrel" between the tribunal 
and the Swedish government had ended with a tribunal apology. The dispute 
reportedly arose when Ralph Schoenman, personal secretary to Russell, 
denied that a cable from Swedish Prime Minister Tage Erlander contained 
the words "and I urge you not to choose Sweden as the site" of the meeting. 

5 



MEMORANDUM FOB.: Tbe Pre• lde:o.t 

THROUGH: T.be Honorable 
Robert JC. Killtner 
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The ttTrlbwlal" conducted by Bertraad Ru••ll 
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RUSSELL TlUBUNAL' ~ .. . • 

1N STOCKHO.t,M 



.. 
RUSSELL TRIBUNAL IN STOCKHOLl.,1 

'The a1m~uncomcnt th;i.t Bertrand Ru.socll's so-called Vietnani war 
c:d:m.e:J ;.:l"ihm~alWOl-:.ld be held in Stockholm drew early !roe world 
c::::;:mc::•; orlly i:c.Sv1edcn and the Netherlands. Three of tho four Swedish 
i;:.:.:,cra co;r,..rnenting strongly disapproved. A Dutch paper condemned 

,, i:1e tribW1al as a "kangaroo court. 11 

:,"':.,'~;--~'.:\·.:..--

0£ th~ decioion to hold the tribunal in Stockholm said it was an 
·:a'!,use" oi freedom of speech and assembly, it had no standing as a 
legally authorized body, it would not contribute 'to bringing peace to 
_Vict:narn.1 and it would lead to a misunderotanding of Sweden's position • 
. ~c.me obse~vers felt the police might have to intervene if President 
•J o:.mso!l iu slandered since Swedish law prohibits defamation of heads 
.of .s~te ..' • rt:· 

'T 

..~/~i. 
The .French news agency AFP carried a 1·eport 'l'uesday that :,'f •; 

Swctd:.sh Prime Minister Tage Erlander had declared "that _the . 
Swed.ion. Govez-nment takes it !or granted-that those peraonS ... <:.. ', 
attending the sessions o:f the Rua.sell tribunal, which has been·_·.· :,1,;. 
authorized to meet in Stockholm, will ~espect all the laws . . / ..~ i> 
and regulations oi the country. 11• • • . : :•: tJ'. ·J.• 
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.s:l.ons of opinic,n the form of a trial° creates the impression that there­
is :3omc 1--...i.r-dof p:::.rallcl to a Juridic ally- authorized botly. 11 Organiza. .. 
tiol"i of tb.c r.ncot-lng in. the .form oi a court is "directly misleading." 
!V~oroovez-, "the tribunal cannot be expected to contribute to making 
y;~a.c~ in Vietnr~m~ 11 

i:<:oc:-:hc:~::-;:l said 11It must12 co:1.s:=;::.-vativc Svenck.:"'.. Dar-:cla<let V/ ednescl.ay: 
0::1-::•~ m.o:re be firmly stated that the whole ti·ibunal is a wretched 1Jpec .. 
t::..clc • 8 .. .!tor S\tveci.cn, it is scrioua enough that the tribunal will hold& 

::;.::: .1::~s •.;i0.::.::; n:. ot:.:: cct..."1.t:-y, ·which can :.e::;ult L"l misunderstandings about 
c::r position in. the world. Abro.:i.d, people will no doubt be surpi-ised 
tt.at the tl"founal, despite the clear opposition from the gov;ernn1.ent, 
·;1,•:ll be mcetiaz here and that many Swedish parliamentarians and labor • 
~caders are prepared to participate. 11 

:.~aper co11.tinued: ' 

,uFreedo~ 0£ ass~mbly is ~~e thing; to abuse 
1 

it ••• 
is another. • But the spon.aora ehould not !eel too ·1~t:,··. 
· ;;;ecure. What they do privately is 0£ no conse­ . t:1>~ ') 

quence. But when it comes to the public part of 
the session, it is possible that the police will be 
obliged to intervene;" · ·: • 

...... 
~ 

,I},. 

Lib~ral E;q,ra!lsen of $tockholm wrote Tuesday that to proteet against 
·:\ 

·; .. ' 

~:i.e Viet..i.an'l wa:c is one thing. but to p:retend that it is an impartial legal • ";J .. 

t.:-5.:;.l is a-:ic!her. It added: 
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ln c1n earlier commenta1·y, Exm:csaen 1e chief edito:: said it.wao 11in:. 
conceivable how Swedish contributors 
h<l":e no~ folt ar4y :r:eed even to faclicate 
i=>cQiticn::; o:£ citizens in a country with 
Z'i.:l1.fre.cdo:rr. ,;)f speech and the so-called 
".::.:::...:a-;:-_l of thee,::: ~ncl other dc1nocratic 

.li."'1.contra.::;t with othel" Stockholm. dailies, 
or..w 11l1.c :.e:::1~o~ablc obotacles" to plans 
On the contr.:i.rjr, it said, "Sweden is a 

of documents to the tribunal 
the differences between the 
free and 

people 
freedoms. 

Social 
to hold 

suitable 

secret elections and 
I s democracies, which 

11 

Democratic Aitonbladet 
the tribunal in Stockholm. 
country for it. 11 More­

t\~1ii 

r',;( .L .\ :, i, .:,. -
t;,o.•::?t'/.:·}.:~~~-~":,
• ,•...::tf..,,l.11..._. · ••""\. 

C/1:er, 11it would be incompatible v.rith .our traditions o! freedom of 
a.:·cembly, among othcl" thi:'lgs, ·,o try to stop the tribunal~" 

T:.:.-~ p~.:.per declared that the tribunal would investigate methods used by 
b;;.; U. s. in Vietnam, adding that 11it is valuable to get this illuminated. " 

t. . . 
fu the Netherla.nds, liberal Algemeen··Handelsblad, 
Amsterdam, condemned the tribunal as a "kangaroo 
. court." The 'paper remarked: 11The t1·uth is that the 
Vietn.Em tribunal, judged by the best objective 
~tand,::.i·ds, ia a collection 0£ demagogues and over­
simplliiers who engage in anti-U. S. propaganda in 
a cumber.eome, i-oundabout ·way. • 

•?T;:ey co11ld attain their objective much more simply without going 
t:1:t--:;ug:i --.he she::ianigans of setting up a tribunal and finding a locale 
fo:;: i.t.. But then maximun'l. publ~city is widoubtedly one of the chie! goals 
o! this i:,,u:-cly political stunt. 11 
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Swedish official view as to 
' Russell's 11Vietnam war ,crimes tribunaP 1 o 

1. The Swedish Premier~ Mro·E=lander in his reply December 9, 1966, to 
Bertrand Russell's communication of the intention of the' nvietnam war 
crimes trib~-ial 11

•. tc meet in Stockholr:!, stated that he could not foresee 
how such sessions could in eiiy w~y contribute to a peaceful settlement 
of the tragic situation in Vietnam. He therefore appealed to Russell not 
to choose Sweden as a meeti!lg-placeo 

2. The organizers of the tri~u.."l.al reconsidered the meeting-place and finally 
scheduled the first session to be held-in France at the end of April. 
However, General de Gaulle on.April 22 forbade the tribunal from.holding 
sessions in France. In announcing General de Gaulle's decision, French 
members of the organizing group said they-·would seek to l1old the session 
in some other country and that Sweden was considered to be their next 
choice ( 11he New Y.ork Times, 'April 23) • 

3. This prompted Mr. Erlander on April 24 to restate that the Swedish 
Government did not ~ant the tribunal-to hold sessions in Sweden. He 
further.said that "it is weilknown that there is a unanimous opinion'in 
Sweden, most ·recently e:x:pre~sed in the debate on foreign affairs in the 
Swedish Parliament, that the Vie.tnam ·war must reach a pea.cefµl solution 
and that the American bombiJ::1,gsof North Vietnam. must cease as a first 
step towards the establishing of contacts ·,for negotiations. • 
In the opinion of the Swedish Government the Russell tribunal cannot 
further a peaceful colution. This is the reason why a number of countries, 
most recently France, which.like Sweden are critical ·of the role of • 
the United States in the Vietnam war, have turned· the tribunal awa:y •. 
I therefore once more very definitely state that the Swedish Governme~t 
does not want the tribunal to hold its sessions in Sweden". · 

4. In 'spite of Mr. Erlander's statement the organizers me.de public late 
the same evening (April 24) that even so they intended to hold the session 

.i~ Stockholm, starting two days later, April 26. 

5. Mr. Erle.nder then made the following statement (April 25), In an announce­
ment yesterday I appealed to the organizers of the Russell's tribunal 
not to hold their scheduled session in Sweden. Now that they mrve never­
theless chosen Sweden as the meeting-place, the Swedish Government will 
not take a:ny steps to prevent the session from taking place. The Governmen· 
obviously presupposes that the participants in the session will observe 
the laws and regulations of the country they are visiting. 

•Washington, D.C., April 261 ·1967'. PRESERVATIONCOPY 
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YOU MAY B£ INTERESTED-•ANDA LitlLE CHEERED--BYTHE 
USIA SUMMARY OF EUROPEAN PRESS REACTION TO THE SHENANIGANS 
IN STOCKHOLM. 

~OST FREE VORLD COMMENTON THE RUSSELL fRlBUNAL 
VIE'frED IT AS A PUBLICITY-SEEKING "FARCE• WITHOUTSTATUS 
AS A LEGITIMATEfORUM. THE OPENIOO SESSION IN StOCKHOLt-1 
DRE~ MODERATE DISPARAGING INAND GENERALLY COVERAGE 
M;)ST AREAS• 

PRAOUE RADIO CHARGED THATTH£ u.s. GOVERNMENTHAD 
EXERTEDSTROt~ DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL PRESSURES ON THE 
SWEDISHGOVERN~EHTTO BAN tHE MEETINGS. IT SAID THE 
TRIBUNALHAD BEEN •vERY WARMLY IN SWEDEN,WELCOMED" 
ALTHOUGHSOME "REACTIONARY" SWEDISHPAPERS HAD ATTACKED 
IT. 

MAJORBRITISH PAPERS WEDNESDAY CARRlEO STORIES ON TH£ 
OPEN ING SESSION. LONDON• S CONSERVATIVE DAILY TELEGRAPH, 
UNDER THE HEADING "MOCK! NG JUST !CE," CALLEDTHE TRIBUNAL 
A "MACABRE, DISTASTEFULAND PUERILE EXERCISE•••" 

• SPONSOREDBY "A BOUNCHOf LEFT-WINGLITTERATEURS, 
PAMPHLETEERS WHO ARE MANlftSTLY AND PROPAGANDISTS 
ENGAGEDIN ~.'HATIS NOTHING MORE THAN ANOfHER ANT I­
AMERICANDEMONSTRATION."THE PAPER CONTINUE01 

"lHE IMPERFECTIMITATION Of JUDICIAL PROCEDURES IS ONLY 
FOR SHO~. THE 'TRIBUNAL' 1S NEITHER AUTHORITATIVE 
NOR IMPARTIAL AND LACKS THE PROFESSIONAL SKILL NEEDED 
TO MAKE ITS CONCLUSIONSANYTHINGMORESERIOUS THAN . 
GRATUilOUS!~PERTINENCES. £VEN SO, THESWEDISH GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO roLLOW FRANCE'S EXAMPLE 
EY ~ANNING THE PERFORMANCE." 

THE PAPER SAID THE REPUTATIONS Of AMERICANLEADERSWOULD 
"NOT SUFFER UNDUl Y, BUT LORD RUSSELL'S REPUTATION AMONG 
MANYADMIRERSMAY PROVE MORE VULNERABLE.THE ACJ<NOWLEDGEO 
~ASTER OF ENGLISH PROSE IS PRESENTEDAS THE AUTHOR or 
A DIATRIBE COUCHED IN CLlCHE•RlDDENJOUHNALESE1THE GREAT 
LOGICIAN IS SEEN AS A VEHICLE OF COMMONPLACEPOLITICAL 
INVECTIVE. IT IS THIS VHICH LENDS A TOUCH OF SADNESS 
TO AN OCCASION WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE INSPIRE ONLY 
CONTEMPT•" 



IN CONTRAST,THE LIBERAL GUAijDlAN, A CONSISTENT CRITIC 
or u.s. VIETNAMPOLICY, THOUGHT THAT EVEN THOUGH TH[
FINDINGS WERE "PREDICTABlE,w THERE WAS "NO REASON WHY 
IT SHOULDBE EITHER CONDEMNED THE PAPER OR APPLAUDED." 
ADUEDI•1t IS A BODY OF PRIVATE CITIZENS COLLECTING 
INFORMATION PURPOSES. IF LAWSFOR THEIR OWN IT BREAKS 
IT CAN BE PROSECUTED. lF IT UNEARTHSF'ACTS NOT HITHERTO KN0~1N 
lT WILLHAVE ADDED TO OUR KNOWLEDGE." 

THE PAPEa MAINTAINED THAT THE TRIBUNAL FELL INTO "THAT 
CATEGORY EVENTS ABOUf VHICH 1r TOor 1s NOT NECESSARY 
HAVE AN OPINION, BUT FORTHOSE WITH OPUJIONS THERE ARE 
REMEDIESAT HAND. tHOSE WHO DO NOT LIKE THE TRIBUN~L 
CAN HOLD A MOCK TRIAL or LORD RUSSELL'S RALPH SCHOENMAN," 
SECRET ARY, woNCHARGES OF THEIR OWN CHOICE•• 

TUESOAY•sLONDON A STOCKHOLM TIMES CARRIED CORRES• 
PONDENT' S REPORT DECLARINGTHAT •stARTLING. NEV 
lNFORMAllON ABOUT Ai£RICANWARTECHNIQU£SwWAS 
PROMISEDBY THE TRIBUNAL ORGANIZERS.HE WROJE THAT 
•MORETHAN 20 CRATES OF DOCUMENTS• HAD ARRIVED 
FRO~PARISAND LONDON, AND THAT wEYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS 
OF RAIDS ON NORTH VIETNAM VILLAGES, A FOUR-HOUR 
FIL~ OF TH£ RAIDS, EXAMPLES or A~ERICAN •••W[APONRY
ANO RECORDEDINTERVIEWSWITH NORTHVIETNAPI VILLAGERS• 
WOULD8[ PRESENTED. 

REUTERSCARRIED WEDNESDAYA DISPATCH ~HICH SAID THAT 
"GRUESOMEPHOTOGRAPHS CIVILIANS AFTER DEPlCllNG MUTILATED 
ALLEGED AMERICANBOMB RAIDSOVER NORTHVIETNAM SHOCKED 
ONLOOKERS"AT IHE TRIBUNAL. THE REPORT STAT[D THAT THE 
TRIBUNALHAD ENlERED ITS SECOND DAY •wtTH AN ARRAYOF 
COMPELLINGTESTIMONY." 

THE FRENCH NEWS AGENCY AFPt IN AN ACCOUNT OF THE INAUGURAL 
SESSION, SAID THAl LORD RUSSELL HAD ~CCUSED THE fR[NCH 
GOVERNMENT OF "HYPOCR lSY AND FRAILTY" FOR REFUSING TO 
ALLOWTHE SESSIONS TO BE HELC IN FHANCE. 

IN PARIS, THIERRY MAULNIER, OF THE ACADEMIEFRANCAISE, 
\i:RITING IN TUESDAY-$ CONSERVATIVE THATFIGARO, ASSERTED 
THE PURPOSE Of THE MEETING WAS TO ·01scREDIT· AMERICAN 
ACTIONS IN VIETNAMI"FOR THIS, COLLECTING ANDSIGNATUHF.S 
HERALDINGFAMOUSVOICES 1S NOT ENOUGH. IT HAS ALREADY 
BEEN DONE. A TRIBUNAL lS -DIFFERENT-. ISSO~JETHING ll 
IMPOSING IN ITSELf-•EVEN MORE SO AN INTERNAflONAL TRIBUNAL•••• 
IT IS A MATTEROF CREATING lN THE PUBLIC MIND A Pf\RALLEL 
BETWEENTHE lRIBUNAL WHICH THE NAZI WAR CRIMES CONDEMNED 
ANO lHE ONE WHICH JS TO CONDEMN •WARCRIMES'•THE AMERICAN 
USINGTHE WORD TRIBUNAL FOHCES ONE TO RECOGNIZE AN 
ANALOGY·of THE ACTIONS AND OF lHE GUILT." 

THE WRITER SAID EGYPT•s ARMY HAD "OCCUPIED A GOOD PART• 
Of YEM[N AND ITS AIR FORCE HAO O~OPPED NAPALM BOMBS 
ON GUERRILLA VILLAGESTHERE.YET, HE SAID, •1 HAVE NEVER 
HEARD THAT THIS AFFAIR INTERESTED THE HUSS£LL-SARTRE 
TRIBUNAL.THUSIT IS NOT THE INTERVENTION WHICH IS 
CON~EMNED,BUT THE SIDES TAKEN. It IS A QUESTION OF CREATING 
A CERTAIN CONFUSION IN THE SPECTATOR•s MIND. THE FIGHT IS 
CARRI.EDONWITH PROPAGANDA o~~ f_HE SIDE or THE"EAPONS 
N/ITIOIML LIBF.:RATIONrJH)NT AN!" NORTH VlETNA~ ••• • 

https://CARRI.ED


TODAY'S RADICAL•LIBERAL OF COPENHAGEN EKSTRABLADlT 
CARRIEDA FULL•PAOE REPRINT OF RUSSELL'S OPENING 
STATEMENT.COMMENTARIES DANISH PAPERS PRANDED IN OTHER 
THEtRIBUN~.l A "FARCE• (CONSERVATIVE BERLIOOSKE 
llDENDE>, ANO •A POLITICAL ACTION STAGEDAS A 
DRAPIATICTRIAL• 
<INDEPENDENT·INFORPIATION>. 

MEXICOCITY PAPERS HAD FRONT•PAGE STORIES UNDER DISPAR• 
AGING HEADLlNESI •GATHERING TO 'JUDGE' OF DEMAGOGUES 
u.s.· (CONSERVATIVEEL SOL DE MEXICO>, AND ·DECREPIT 
RUSSELLFARCE BEGINS• <MODERATELY ULTIMASCONSERVATIVE 
NOTICIAS>• 

DTGa 051347Z MAY 67 

GPSI 1000 



FBIS 33 (SEE 63) 

HO MESSAGES TO RUSSELL, SARTRE 

HANOI VNA INTERNATIONAL 5 MAY BSERVICE IN ENGLISH1505Z 67 

(TEXT) HANOI••PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH RECENTLY SENT A VERBAL MESSAGE 
TO LORD BERTRAND RUSSELL, INITIATOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL WAR CRIMES 
TRIBUNAL. THE MESSAGE READS IN FULL AS FOLLOWSa 

TO LORD BERTRANO RUSSELL, LONDON: 

I AMVERY BLAD TO SEE THE INTERNATIONAL OPEN ITS WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL 
FIRST FORMAL SESSION. THE LOFTY WORKSPONSOREDBY YOU HAS NOW BEGUN, 
TO BE MATERIALIZED. THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT EVENT,INTERNATIONAL 
ESPECIALLYAT A TIME WHEN THE UNITED STATES IS FRENZIEDLYESCALATING 
THE WAR, STRIKING AT HAIPHONG PORT AND HANOI CAPITAL CITY. THE 
VIETNAMESEPEOPLE AND THE PEACE• AND JU~TICE•LOVING PEOPLE OF THE WORLD 
ARE LOOKINB FORWARD TRIBUNAL.TO THE SUCCESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

WISHING YOU GOOD HEALTH, HO CHI MINH. 

-o-
HANOI VNA INTERNATIONAL 5 MAY BSERVICE IN ENGLISH1509Z 67 

(TEXT) HANOI--PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH RECENTLY SENT A MESSAGE TO 
JEAN PAUL SARTRE, PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL WAR CRIMES TRIBUNAL 
NOWHOLDINGITS SESSION IN STOCKHOLM.THE MESSAGE READS IN FULL AS 
FOLLOWS: 

TO MR. JEAN PAUL SARTRE, PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL. 
ON WAR CRIMES IN VIETNAM: 

ON THE OCCASiON OF THE OPENING OF THE FIRST FORMAL SESSION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL ON WAR CRIMES IN VIETNAM, I WISH TO CONVEY TRIBUNAL 
TO YOU, AS WELL AS TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE TRIBUNAL, MY WARMEST 
CONGRATULATIONS SUCCESS.AND SINCERE WISHES FOR GOOD 

THE OPENING OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL 
BEARS A PROFOUND SIGNIFICANCE, ESPECIALLY AT A TIME WHEN THE AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISTS ARE INTENSIFYING TO THE UTMOST THEIR WAR ESCALATION, 
STRIKING AT HAIPHONG PORT AND HANOI, OUR CAPITAL. IT 15 A POWERFUL 
ENCOURAGEMENT PEOPLE, BUT ALSO FOR NOT ONLY FOR US VIETNAMESE 
ALL THE PEOPLES FIGHTIHG FOR NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE,FREEDOM,AND 
PEACE. 

THE NOBLE WORK TRIBUNAL, APPROVEDANDOF THE INTERNATIONAL WARMLY 
SUPPORTEDBY PROGRESSIVE MANKIND,HOWEVER,HAS MET AND WILL STILL 
MEET WITH NUMEROUS DIFFICULTIES AND OBSTACLES CREATEDBY TKE AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISTS AND THE REACTIONARY FORCES. BUT I AMCONVINCEDTHAT ITS 
ANIMATORSWOULDPERSEVERELIKE IN THE PAST AND TAKE APPROPRIATE 
MEASURESTO CARRY THROUGHITS WORK. IT IS CERTAIN THAT ALL THE PEACE­
AND JUSTICE-LOVING PEOPLES AND PERSONS IN THE WORLD WILL BE ONR 
THEIR SIDE AND WILL SUPPORT THEMWHOLEHEARTEDLY. 

WE CONVEY OUR SINCERE THANKS TO ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TRIBUNALON WAR CRIMES IN VIETNAMFOR THEIR WARM SUPPORTTO THE JUST 
WAROF RESISTANCE OF OUR PEOP~E. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDENT, THE ASSURANCES OF MY VERY HIGH 
CONSIDERATION. 

SIGNED: HO CHI MINH 

5 MAY1735Z RJC/CP 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

A 
c,/ \ 

Thursday, April 27, 1967 -- 4:30 pm 

I 
\ 

Mr. President: 

As you can see, the Swedes are properly 
churned up on the Russell business. 

Honest, Sir, I delivered the message loud 
and clear. It is just that, as an old State Depart­
ment hand, I always disliked Memcons where the 
U.S. official used up all the time showing how 
wise and tough he was. 

I have no trouble at all being tough when I 
am carrying out your instructions . 

. Rostow 



TRIBUNAL (SCHEDULED> 
BY SAM HALL 

STOCKHOLM,SWEDEN,APRIL 27 CREUTERS>-AMAJOi' 
POLITICAL ROW BS&fp,0 IN SWEDENTODAYAS FOREIGN MINISTER TORSTEN 
NILSSON RE-EXAMINED SWEDEN'SRELUCTANTPERMISSION 
FOR BRITISH PHILOSOPHER BERTRANDRUSSELL'S VIETNAM 
"WARCRIMES TRIBUNAL" TO OPEN HERE SATURDAY. 

THE 17-MAN TRIBUNAL WILLSTUDY PRESS REPORTS, VARIOUS 
DOCUMENTS FROM INVESTIGATING RETURNEDAND TESTIMONY TEAMS 
FROM NORTH VIETNAMAND CONSIDER WHETHERPRZSIDENT JOHNSON, 
THE UNITED STATES AND ITS VIETNAMWAR ALLIES SHOULD BE JUDGED 
WAR CRIMINALS. 

NILSSONWENTINTO CONFERENCE TODAYWIT~HIS FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AIDES AND AN AUTHORITATIVE SOURCESAID 
THEY "WERE LOOKING CLOSELYAT THE SITUATION AGAIN. 

"MR. NILSSON IS VERYAWAREOF THE NEGATIVE REACTION 
CTO THE TRIBUNAL) IN THE UNITED STATES," THE SOURCE 
SAID. 

SWEDISHPREMIER TAGE ERLANDER SAID MONDAY THAT THE 
TRIBUNAL, EARLIER BANNED FROM LONDON AND PARIS, WAS NOT 
WANTEDIN SWEDEN. 

BUT HE SAID IT COULDGO AHEAD AFTER HE RECEIVED 
ASSURANCESFGOM SWEDISH ORGANIZERSTHAT THE TRIBUNAL 
WOULDNEITHER ASSUME OF A COURTROOM THE CHARACTER NOR ACCUSE 
ANY PRIVATE PERSON AND WOULD SIMPLY BE A REPRESENTATION OF THE 
FACTS. 
<MORE>GRB 1: 44P 

FIRST ADD STOCKHOLM XX X FACTS. TRIBUNAL 
THE GOVERNMENT TO HWVE THOUGHTSWAS REPORTED HAD SECOND 

FOLLOWINGSTATEMENTSBY THE FIRST TRIBUNAL MEMBERTO ARRIVE 
HERE, BRITISH TRADE UNIONIST LAWRENCE DALY, WHO SAID 
WEDNESDAYTHAT THE TRIBUNAL WAS A PARALLEL TO THE NUERNBERG 
WAR CRIMES TRIALS WHICH FOLLOWEDWORLDWAR II. 

DALY SAID HE PERSONALLY HAD CONCLUD~D THAT THE U.S. 
WAS A WAR CRIMINAL. 

ARGUMENT OVER THE TRIBUNAL ONIN SWEDEN WAS CENTERED 
LEFTWINGAND LABOR UNION GROUPS OPENLY SUPPORTING IT, 
PATRIOTS MAINTAINING THAT SWEDEN SHOULDNOT VIOLATE ITS 
TRADITIONSOF NEUTRALITY BY BANNING AND DEMOCRACY THE TRIBUNAL 
AND OTHERS FEARING HARM TO SWEDEN'S FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

SEVERALGOVERNMENTAND OPPOSITION LEADERS ISSUED A 
STATEMENTTHURSDAY "CANNOTHFURTHERSAYING THE TRIBUNAL THE 
AIM ·oF ACHIEVINGPEACE IN VIETNAM." 

REGRETTINGTHAT IT WAS TO BE HELD IN SWEDEN, THEY 
SAID IT WAS UNFORTUNATE LAWSDID NOT PERMIT THEM THE SWEDISH 
STOPPING THE TRIBUNAL. 
CMORE>GRB 1:48P 



SECONDADD STOCKHOLM XXTRIBUNAL X TRIBUNAL. 
CONSERVATIVEPARTY LEADER YNGVE (CORRECT> HOLMBERG 

DEMANDED DISSOCIATE ITSELF FROM THE TRIBUNAL. THE GOVERNMENT 
"THEREARE GREAT RISKS THAT LARGE AREAS OF THE WORLD 

WILLMISINTERPRETTHE N~UTRAL TRADITIONS OF SWEDISH FOREIGN 
POLICY," HE SAID. "THEWGOVERNMENT'SRETREAT 
BEFORE THE RUTHLESS LEFTIST FORCES SUPPORTING THE TRIBUNAL 
IS HIGHLY REMARKABLE." 

OTHER TRIBUNAL MEMBERSSOUGHTTO STRESS THE INTENDED 
OBJECTIVITY OF THE TRIBUNAL. 

BERLIN-BORNSWEDISH PLAYWRIGHT PETER WEISS SAID:. 
"WE IN THE SWEDISH COMMITTEEARE SURE THAT IF DELEGATES 
OF THE TRIBUNAL •.. HAVE COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE 
UNITED STATES HASHCOMMITTED WAR CRIMES, THIS IS DEFINITELY 
NOT THE ATTITUDE OF THE TRIBUNAL ITSELF. 

"THE AIMS ARE TO INVESTIGATE THE FACTS REGARDING THE 
WAR IN VIETNAMAND PRESENT THEM TO WORLD OPINION," HE 
SAID. 

ANOTHERTGIBUNALMEMBER,51-YEAR-OLD AMERICAN PACIFIST 
DAVE DELLINGER SAID: "IF THE TRIBUNAL IS PARTISAN 
OR UNFAIR IT WILLSIMPLY BE FORGOTTEN." 

THE BRITISH SECRETARY OF THE TRIBUNAL, RUSSEL 
STETLER, DENIED IT WOULDBE A "TRIAL OF JOHMSON, RUSK 
AND MCNAMARA" AND SAID HE WOULD WELCOMEANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
WITNESSES. 
GRB l:51P 
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<.p' -)THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON th
Saturday, February 18, 1967 
3:50 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a helpful item in 
tomorrow's The New York Times 
Magazine -- of all places -- sent 
over by Nick in advance. 
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Authority STATEletter APR 28 1918 

By ~ , NARS, Date e/1.J,/?7 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 17, 1967 

CONFIDENTIAL-

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

This coming Sunday's (February 19) New York Times 
Magazine carries a long, highly critical article on the 
Bertrand Russell "war crimes" campaign. written by British 
journalist Bernard Levin, the theme of which is indicated 
by the following quotation: "(Russell) has turned into a 
full-time purveyor of political garbage indistinguishable 
from the routine products of the Soviet machine (and)0000 

sunk to defending--not just denying or minimizing, but 
actively defend.ing•=the atrocities of the Viet Cong in 
Vietnamo" We provided. background. material for this article, 
a copy of which is attached.a 

A week ago the Pakistan Government publicly disavowed 
the Russell "war crimes tribunal"o Earlier four African 
Heads of State (Hailie Selassie, Sekou Toure, Kaunda, and 
Nyerere) and President Radakrishnan of India issued personal 
statements dissociating themselves from this campaign. In 
each case this was the result of careful approa hes.by our 
Embassieso 

In recent weeks "investigating teams" of the Russell 
group have been gathering "evidence" of UaSo "war crimes" in 
North Vietnamo The "tribunal" has said it plans to meet in 
March, in Paris o The French Government has made it clear they 
would. not be welcome. Two other possible meeting sites, England 
and. Swed.en, have taken similar attitudeso In light of this 
governmental hostility (in part the result of approaches by our 
Embassies) a spokesman for the group a few days age said the 
"tribunal" might meet on a ship at sea, and not until Julyo 

We are continuing to keep an eye on their activitieso 

~ht0 
ACTING SECRETARY 

GONFIB:SNTlAI, 
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FEBRUARY 19, 1967 

Bertrand Russell: 
Prosecutor, Judge 
By BERNARD LEVIN 

LoNDON. 

IN a meeting room at the Caxton 
Hall, London, which Is, among 
other things, the principal office 

Jor civil weddings In Britain ( Anthony 
Eden was married there the second 
Ume),.a curious and-it turns out­
rather pathetic ceremony Is about to 
begin. A press conference has been 
called by Bertrand Russell, the third 
Earl Russell and 94-year-old phllos• 
opher, to announce the details of a 
"War Crimes Tribunal," modeled on 
the Nuremberg Tribunal that tried 
and sentenced the Nazi loaders, which 
will arraign and try Presldent John• 
son, Robert McNamara, Dean Rusk 

How about Stokely Carmichael? Is 
he In Paris, too? No, he Is in the 
United States. And Danilo Doiel, the 
famous Sicilian refol"Jller and Implac­
able opponent of the Mafia? I sup­
pose he ls In Sicily? No, he Is In 
London; unfortunately, he tias re­
signed from the tribunal bencfl. And 
ex-President CArdenas of Mexico; 
doubtless In Mexico? Doubtless. At 
any rate he is not here. 

We contain our disappointment as 
best we may, seeking to be Impressed 
by such surrogate celebrities as Meh• 
met All Aybar of the Turkish Work­
ers' party; Klnju Morikawa of the 
Japanese Committee for the Invest!• 

In his "War Crimes Tribunal.'' 
the British philosopher, 94, plans 
to arraign-and convict (the 
verdict has already been 
announced)-Johnson, McNamara 
and Rusk for "conducting a war 
ol annihilation 

and others deemed responsible for the 
American action In Vietnam. And we 
are waiting for Russell to appear and 
open the proceedings. 

We have been waiting for some 
time, for it Is already half an hour 
since the meeting was supposed to 
start. "We" are press and television 
men from all over the world, and 
while we are waiting we are looking 
eagerly about for some of the cele• 
brated people who, according to the 
list with which we have been pro­
vided, are to sit on this tribunal and 
sternly judge the malefactors. Jean• 
Paul Sartre, for lnstan-where Is 
he? He Is in Parts. Ah, well-Simone 
de Beauvoir, then? Also in Parts. 

BERNARDLEVIN it • rcgul•r eontril,. 
utor to The Daily M•il of London •nd 
New Statesman. Recently he joined 
Kingsley Arni,, John Br•in• and other 
Britith writers in publicly •ffirming sup­
port of American 1ction in Vi1tn1m. 

in Vietnam." 

gatlon of United States War Crimes 
in Vietnam; Isaac Deutscher, Inde­
fatigable believer In the perfectibility 
of Soviet Communism; Gunther An• 
ders, sedulous cultivator of the myth 
of Claude Eatherley (the "Hiroshima 
pilot"), and Vladimir Dedijer, the 
Yugoslav writer who now prefers to 
live outside Yugoslavia. (Dedljer, 
recognizing me In the front row, 
comes and talks to 111e, most civilly, 
despite the fact that I have repeat­
edly attacked RusseU"s present attl• 
tudes In print; but after all, this '8 
England.) 

Arotmd and about, and In and out, 
there wanders a young man with a 
round, neat beard, and a smile of In­
finite self-satisfaction. This is Ralph 
Schoenman, Bertrand Russell's secre­
tary, assistant, spokesman and gen­
eral left-hand man. We shall hear 
more of him presently. 

A stir, a bustle, a craning of 
necks; he comes! He comes? Say 
rather, without disrespect, It comes. 

and Jury 

For at last the precise nature of the 
ceremony on which we are attending 
has become clear. It Is the equivalent 
of the religious custom of showing to 
the faithful the saint's bones, or vest­
ments, or miraculously liquefying 
blood. The man who has now become 
the holiest rello the International left 
possesses Is tQ be unwrapped and 
shown to the populace. And If he 
performs a miracle or two while the 
ceremony Is going on, so much the 
better. 

Russell takes lits place; Schoenman 
sits beside him. There are a few 
words of Introduction, and the sage 
Is called upon to address the congre­
gation. He turns to Schoenman, a 
questloninl" look on 1111 face, Nia 
aldeklck noda, 111pllea gently, gesturea 
Russell to his feet. The sage rises. 

Unimaginably old, Immeasurably 
frail, his white hair blowing in the 
breezes of all the storms he ha.a 
weathered through a long and event­
ful life, Russell speaks. His voice 11 • 
soft and weak, yet perfectly clear. 
His grasp of the speech he Is reading, 
Its pages held in a thin, blue-veined 
hand, Is obviously complete. It tells 
of his admiration for the people of 
Vietnam, assaulted, tortured and 
killed by the Americans. He an­
nounces that It Is proposed to examine 
the "war of annihilation" being con­
ducted by the United States In Viet­
nam. And he Is at pains to rebut 
the unworthy suggestion that, because 
the verdict of the tribunal has been 
determined In advance by its mem­
bers, it may perhaps be discounted, 
or even appealed against, on the 
grounds of bias. "I have rejected,"' 
he says. '"the view that only Indiffer­
ent men are Impartial men." 

He sits down. There Is a brief 
announcement to the effect that he 
will now leave, and he does, oblivious 
of the protests of those who have 
been brought here under the Impres­
sion that Bertrand Russell was to 
give a press conference. The holy 
relic has been shown, and Is lald back 
In Its velvet-lined ark till the Mint's 
day comes round again. 

The rest of the proceedings is some­
thing of an anticlimax. 

MuCH the same could be said of 
these last years of Russell's career. 

(Contit&lled 0t1 Page 55) 

Lord Russell listens to II speaker in Tr11falg11r demonstration by Square during II 
Britain's National Union of Seamen.Them11nwith the beard is American Ralph 
Schoenman, RusseO·s 1ssi1tant 11nd 1poke1m11n. • 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 

24 



Bertrand Russell (Cont.J 

(From Page 24) 

How has it come about that a man 
possessed of one of the finest, most 
acute minds of our t1me--0f a,.y time 
-has fallen Into a state of such 
gulllblllty, Jack of dls.:rlmlnatlon, 
twisted logic and rancorous hatred of 
the United States that he has turned 
Into a full-time purveyor of political 
garbage lndlstingulshable from the 
routine products of the Soviet ma­
chine? 

How has the only really great Eng­
lish philosopher since John Stuart 
Mill-and It comes aa a startling me­
mento morl to discover that Mill (who 
died In 1873) was Russell's godfather 
-.,ome to abandon philosophy, and 
Indeed the last vestige.o of a critical 
and philosophical approach, for hy8-
terla? How has the author of "The 
Practice and Theory of Bolshevism" 
which, written as early as 1920, out­
lined with astonishing Insight what 
would happen In Russia to Marx's 
dream of a Communist paradise on 
earth, turned Into the man wh06e 
fawning adulation of Khrushchev at 
the time of the Cuban missile crisis 
must have nauseated even those with 
the strongest political stomachs? How 
has the man whose first major public 
action was his participation In a com­
mission to examine the Congo atroc-

Illes of King Leopold I of the Belgians 
now sunk to defending - not just 
denying or minimizing, but actively 
defending-the atrocities of the Viet­
cong In Vietnam? 

IN case anybody Is inclined to doubt 
my description of what Russell has 
become, It Is my melancholy duty to 
present the evidence-and the evi­
dence Is plentiful. Is this, fof· In­
stance, from Russell's latest book, a 
description of United States policy 
that seems likely from the author of 
"Principia Mathematica" or "Human 
Knowledge!" 

"When United States capitalists 
hoard food and poison It they not only 
deprive the starving, but force the 
developing cow,tries to buy food at 
high costs. The riches of the earth 
are destroyed, wasted. stolen by the 
few and used to murder the ml111ons. 
Three thousand and three hw,dred 
mllJtary bases are spread across the 
planet to prevent the peoples from 
destroying this evil system." 

Or take this Judicious appraisal of 
the role of the British Prime Minister 
in the Vietnam confilct: 

"Harold Wilson's groveling capitu­
lation to foreign bankers has made 
him a butcher's assistant and an of 

us a nation of accomplices. The Prime 
Minister's relationship to Johnsen, In 
IL~ fawning sycophancy and pathetic 
11ttempts to emulate Washington's 
military adventures, Increasingly re­
,embles Mussolini's relationship to the 
f'lhrer." 

Or compare the telegrams Russell 
sent to President Kennedy and Mr. 
J(hrushchev respectively at the height 
of the Cuba. missile crisis. To Ken­
nedy-whom he had j11Bt bracketed 
with Macmillan as one of the "murd­
erers worse than Hitler" ( he bad also 
told lhe British people, "You are to 
die because rich Americans dislike the 
government that Cubans prefer")­
Russel\ cabled: 

"Your action desperate. Threat to 
human survival. No conceivable jus­
tification. Clvlllzed man condemns 
IL We wlll not have mass murder. 
Ultimatums mean war. I do not speak 
for pi,wer but plead for civ\Uzed man. 
End this madness."' 

And to.Khrushchev he telegraphe,:I: 
"Dear Premier Khrushchev, may I 

bumhly appeal for your further help 
In le>werlng the temperature deaplte 
the worsening situation. Your con­
tinued forbearance Is our great hope. 
With high regard and sincere thanks." 

,, Russell seems to have 

set up a giant protest 

factory. lully-tomated. 

in his t1111prono11nceable 
and vlrtaally aaspellable) 

Welsh la■ta-■ ol 
P .. rb ............... ,, 

And somewhat later In the crisis, 
he sent Khrushchev this: 

"The United States rejection of 
your proposals to tradfl Soviet ln­
stalla ttons In Ouba against NATO 
Installations In Turkey ls totally un­
justlflablP a.nd Is a sign of Insane 
paranoia."

As for RIIBsell's gu\llblllty, and 
the Irresponsible way In which he 
peddles anything that might redound 
to Amerlca'a discredit, there are al­
most too many examples to choose 
from. In language reminiscent of 
the abUN heaped 011 defendant,, be­
fore the Nazi "People's Court," or 
used by Andrei VlshlllSkY In Sta-

( Oontlntted) 
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LAUREATE-Russell i1 congratulated by studenh at Princeton on being 
named winner of the 1950 Nobel Prize for Literature. 

(Continwed) 
lln's purge trials, he retails every 
charge he reads or hears,. In any 
quarter, however suspect, of atrocities 
alleged against American· soldler11; In­
cluding such actions as ripping open 
the stomachs of pregnant women and 
exhibiting their unborn children, as 
well as putting 8-mllllon( ! ) South 
Vietnamese Into concentration camps. 

At times, Indeed, "Insane paranoia" 
appears to be hovering uncomfortably 
close: 

"'The C.I.A. . . . draws up lists of 
popular leaders to be assassinated. 
It plots to start wars. It invades 
countries. , .. In Argentina, American 
tanks smashed the civilian govem­
ment of Arturo Frondlzl. . . . Brutal 
military putsches have been Imposed 
upon Ecuador, Bolivia, Guatemala and 
Honduras .... The United Nations 
has become a tool of American ag­
gression. . . . In the Congo, mercen­
ary trpops, acting for Belgtan and 
American Interests , . . have shame­
lessly killed. . . . The dregs of Amer­
ican militarism have been used ror 
this purpos,, ... right-wing generals, 
wlth United States money, have taken 
control of Indonesia. . . ," 

Clearly, Russell does not limit his 
activities these days to Vietnam. In­
deed, he seems to have set up a giant 
protest factory, fully automated, In 
his ( unpronounceable and virtually 
unspellable) Welsh fastness of Pen­
rhyndeudraeth. Day and night, pru­
tests pour out against actions In paru, 
of the world that Russell might not 
too easily find on a map. One day 
It Is a protest against the Venezuelan 
Government for allegedly (no evi­
dence provided) Imprisoning 5,000 
political opponents; another day, It ls 
a complaint about police brutality In 

Harlem; next, It is a charge that moat 
of the members of the democratic 
Greek Cabinet were Nazi collabo­
rators during the war; anon, he Ill 
warning that any attempt by out- l 
siders to Impose a solution of the 
Cyprus problem wlll lead to disaster; 
now he Is condemning the British 
Government for sending arms to Iraq; 
then he ls complaining that West 
Germany ls run by Nazis and opposi­
tion to them ls stifled Occasionally, 
he ~ven protests against the actions 
of some Communist government, 
though It Is noticeable, and sad, that 
his language in doing so Is far milder 
than when he is on the warpath 
against the United States. 

Russell is, of course, a firm believer 
In the theory that the Warren Com­
mission was a gigantic conspiracy tc, 
hush up the truth about President 
Kennedy's a&Sasslnatlon ( "grotesque 
contradictions, fabrications and dele. 
tlons"), and In hi• attitude to the 
Warren Repo,,t lies one of the darkest 
elements in RuS.!lell's tragedy; It 18 
not that he refuses to accept the 
Warren Comntlsalon's findings, tmt 
that he issued a violent attack on the 
report when It was published ("a 
document that covers its authors in 
shame") without, as he subsequently 
admitted, having read It. (What, one 
cannot help wondering, would th• 
author of "An Inquiry Into Meanln• 
and Truth" have said, in his prime, 
about that?) 

But perhaps worst of all In the long 
dl!gn,igolode that Russell has per. 
formed has been hi• condonatlon of 
Vietcong atrocltlea. When he waa 
asked to declare whether his "War 
Crimes Tribunal'' would also investl• 
gate war crimes by the Communist 
forcea in Vietnam, he attacked those 

(Continued on Page 60) 
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(Conttt1ued from Ptlge 57 I to, he • believes. What we have to • 
who "suffer from an lnablllty to dis• decide Is why he believes It, eapeclally 
tlngulsh the violence of an oppressed when It Is manifest nonsense. 
people from that of the overwhelm­ Some have claimed to find the roots 
ingly powerful Invader." He went on of Russell's present decline, with Its 
to defend the Vietcong bombing of 11 foundation of anti-Americanism, in 
Salron restaurant I an explosion m the shameful treatment he received 
which more than a score of South aa long as he wasago 11140, when 
Vietnamese were killed or aerlously prevented, ln a trumped•up legal ae- - !.. 

tlon, from taking up his appointment 
ican officers were In the habit of eat­
Injured l on the grounds that Amer­

as professor of phUoaophy at the Col-
Ing there, thus making It "a clear lege of the City of New York, This 
target for the Vletname~e resistance," case, which to this day makes sorry 
and ·ended:: "We do not regard the reading for admirers of the United 
vlol~e of the resistance as a crlm", States· who would like to believe that 
because we are able to distinguish the the worst McCarthylte tactics ■tarted 
victim from the aggressor, as easily as well as finished wltb McCarthy, ' ' 
as we could distinguish the Jews uf was ·a claaalc of prejudice; malice, 
the Warsaw Ghetto from th-, Geatapo.'• religious bigotry and Judicial boon- ..r-­

doggllng combining to bound fron1 
office a man more dlatlngulahe<I than 

WHAT, then, has happ,,ned tu all his opponents together. Yet apart
Ru-.vn, grandson uf one of Queen ' from the fact that It bappened over 
Victoria's most distinguished Prim" . 215years ago, It never Hemed t11 have ,
Ministers, creator (virtually single-. left any lasting mark 1111l\u&11el1,who 
handed) of modern mathematical 11.nd Indeed behaved, while tile battle was 
llnglllstlc philosophy, ltfelong human­ ll"Olng on In the ,;:ourts a11d press and 
itarian, radical and !particularly) universities of Amerlc11, with admira-
skeptic, courageous defender of un­ ble Imperturbability, . Moreover, he 
popular causes, relentless critic of got his revenge shortly afterward 
Communism In theory and practice, with one of the most elegant jokes
friend and as,oociate through thrc4!• In history; on the flyleaf of Illa next 
quarters of a century of many-pet­ book, published when the fracu was 
haps most-of the world's greate~l over, he wrote, after tile tltle1 
atatulll•n, wrtt•r•, thlnk11111? • a;- alllli'l'A.\No nt1aaiDw. 

The simplest-and In many ways M.A., F,R.S, 
the kindest-explanation will not hold Holder of the Nicholas Murray 
water. Ru,.sell is not 3enUe. Indeed, Butler Medal of Columbia,. Uni­

versity (1915 l, the Sylvesterit is quite clear that in many ways Medal of the Royal Society
his faculties are undimmed, and thos., (1982) and the _de Morgan Med-· 
who have talked with him recently al of the London Mathematical 
have ~, Impressed by the vigor of 8oclet7 41933). Honorary Mem­
his mind. • I shall have more to say ber o the Reale Accademla dei 

Llncel. Fellow 41896-1901 l andabout the Influence of· those around Lecturer (1910-1918) of Trinityhim; but It must be made clear that College, Cambridge, Herbert
he la no brain-softened dotard, sign­ Spencl!r Lecturer at Oxford 
lltf !locuments he does not under­ (1914). Visiting Professor of Phl-
staml. What Russell puts his hand (ConttntUtd)gh's Sale is the e , . expensive way of g 
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(Conlint1ed) 

losophy at Harvard Uni­
versity (1914) and at the 
Chinese Government Uni­
versity of Peking (1920-
1921). Tarner Lecturer at. 
Cambridge (19211). Special 
Lecturer at the LondOII 
School of Blconoml~s and 
Political Science (1937) and 
at the University of Oxford 
( 1938) . Visiting Professor 
of Philosophy at the Unlver-

, stty of Chicago (1938-1939). 
Professor of IPhilosophy at 
the University of California 
at Los A?tgeles (1939-19401. 
Occasional Lecturer at the 
Universities of Uppsala, 
Copenhagen, Barcelona, the 
Sorbonne, etc., etc. 

Judicially pronounced un­
worthy to be Professor of 
Philosophy at the College of 
U,e Cit)' of New York 
(1940). 

ANOTHB:Jt posslbl!ft)' 
raises a ,ubject that RuSBell 
would these day" doubt!.,. 
prefer to _leave unralsed. lt, 
may be tt,at Russell's extreme 
hoatlllty to the United Statea, 
and extreme tendernees to the 
Soviet Union, come from a 
4MI .. &o m•k• •m•lldl , ... Ille 
days (not 10 tong ago, either) 
when he was calling for pre­
ventive war aplnst the Soviet 
Union, 

When the United States sUII 
had a hqge lead In atomic 
weapons, Ruuell was one of a 
group (It alao Included T. S. 
Eliot and Lady Violet Bonham 
Carter, the grat1tle dame of 
British liberalism J urging the 
United State11 to Impose a po­
litical agreement on the Soviet 
Union under threat of atomic 
attack. And Russell went 
further tha11 any of them. 
"Communism," he wrote, 
"must be wiped out, and world 
government must be estab­
lished." It would not be sur­
prising If remorse at having 
taken such an attitude In the 
late nineteen forties was one 
of the thing-a that color his 
view today. 

But I doubt If the wtiote ex­
planation can be found In ,this: 
apart from anything else, he 
has never before used le.ii• 
guage so Intemperate ·or un­
balanced as he does today 
about the United States; not 
even wh1111 he was seeing 
through Communism In 1920, 
or calling for Its destruction 
In 1948, did Ile gibber uncon­
trollably at It BB he now does 
at America. • 

A major clue Is, I feel, the 
very virulence of his antl­
Amerlcanlam, Which brings 
us to the subject of his Ameri­
can expatrta~ employe, Ralph 
Schoenman. 

Schoenman, now 31, was 
born In New York, and seems 

(Co1dlnved on Page 87) 
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(ConWmed fro,n Page 62) 

to have grown up with a deep, and 
deeply neurotic, hatred of his native 
land, the origins of which are obscure. 
( He claims to have been Ill tr<:'atcd at 
Princeton for such activities as pra­
te.sting against Senator McCarthy's 
activities and Mississippi race mur­
ders, though It seems that he was Jtt 
odds with the United States before 
that; certainly he seems to believe 
that he has been repeatedly hounded 
by th~ F.B.I., that his relatives and 
friends have suffered from their asso­
<•latlon with him.) Anyway, In 111:18, 
he shook America's dust from hi.a 
feet and came to Britain. 

He plunged quickly Into various 
protest activities, such as the uni­
lateral nuclear disarmament move­
ment, In which Russell was already 
engaged. These activities have led 
to several brushes with the law; 
Schoanman has been fined and jailed 
on such charges as obstructing the 
pollc<', disorderly behavior, Inciting 
the public to commit breaches of the 
peace. More than once he has faced 
the withdrawal of his visa; bill each 
time he has been allowed to stay­
the last time, It Is understood, on con­
dition that he did not again break 
the law. In 1960 he was taken on by 
Rua•ell; •Ince when he baa never 
looked back-nor Rusaell forward. 

Schoenman's controversial style 
may be classified as the Extreme 
Hyeterlcal-hi.9 letters to the pres.s 
are full or charges against his oppo­
nents of lying, suppression, Ignorance, 
malice and the llk<>-and at times he 
reaches a level at which It becomes 

~ difficult to contlnue to regard him aA 
being fully responsible for his actions. 
Thus, In one dispute with a London 
newspaper he complained of Its treat­
ment of him to Britain's Press Coun­
clJ-.a body set up to consider and 
report on cases of alleged Impropriety 
by newspapers, the chairman of which 
Is an august former judge of the High 
Court, Lord Devlin. When Devlin and 
the council rejected Schoenman'scom­
plBlnt as without foundation, he lm­
n\ediBtely Issued a statement saying 
that their decision was consciously 
dishonest. 

Now what has all this got to do 
with Bertrand Russell? Well, It Is 
clear that Schoenman exercises enor­
mous Influence on Russell. The 94-
yeBr-old philosopher trusts his young 
helper absolutely ( one attempt by a 
former friend and associate of Rus­
sell's to tell him that his concurrence 
In SchoenmRn's views and actlvlUe& 
was doing his reputation harm ended 
with the friend being permanently 
barred), and Schoenman'a hand can 
be eully discerned In some of the 
statements Russell puts ouL 

The language, for one thing, ls at 
times American-English rather than 
English-English ( and Russell has al- . 
ways been known for the clasaical 
purity of his prose) ; It includes such 
usages as to "habituate•• for to "fre­
quent," Bs In the Vietnamese restau­
rant "habituated" by Americans: the 
verb "dissociate'• used without a per­
sonal pronoun ( "dissociate from"): 
"trade" used as a verb meaning 0 ex ... 
change": even the phrase •'company 
cops," which would be wholly un­
known In Britain. 

FHIUAIY It, 1967 

STORM CENTER- Russell calnily 
plays marble solitaire with his third 
wife, the former Patricia Hele11 
Spence (he is now married a fourth 
time), during the furor over his ap­
pointment to a professorship at New 
York's City College in 1940. The ap­
pointment wu 111vo.edby the 1t•~ 
SupN!me Court on the ground he ad­
vocated friee love and trial marriega. 

Yet even this wlll not do as a com­
plete explanation of Russell's preae11t 
confusion. For even If Schoenman 
prepares Ringlehanded a.U the docu­
ments, Bil the statements, all the pro­
tests, It Is b<!yond dispute that Ru8Sell 
agrees to thein. Schoenman may be 
.Mephistopheles, but he Is not Sven­
gall; he may have persuaded Ru11sel1 
to believe In, and propagate, the moat 
odious rubbish, but the fact remains 
that Russell doe., believe It,· and la 
not just a mindless puppet, good for 
nothing but holding the pen. Russell 
must be held responsible for his words 
and his deeds. (Not that, to do him 
justice, he wou14 ever seek to •void 
such respon~lblllty; whatever else tl\e 
old man lacks, It Is not courage.) 

WHAT I think has distorted, an<i 
finally destroyed, Russell's capacity 
for critical judgment, Is his unbear­
able horror at the prospect that man• 
kind may perish In a nuclear 
Armageddon. He has lived far beyond 
the span that most men may expect. 
and may have came to think of him­
self as a representative of mankind 
throughout history-and the future. 
His mind has in IL• time been one 
of the most glorious that ever adorned 
the human race; lte has compelled his 
recognition as the peer of Lelbnlta, 
Descartes, Newton, Archimedes, Kant; 
he has defied Injustice, and lived to 
see It fall; he has lived, privately as 
well as publicly, fully and richly; and 
now he sees the possibility that the 
human race, which he ha~ so lonJ 
and valiantly Jabc>red to show can be 
master of Its destiny, will vanlsti 
utterly In a radioactive wlldemes11, 
and make Plato and ShakeRpeare and 
Beethoven and Rembrandt, and thl! 
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( Co11tlt1Mlltl J 
million" of Innocent people who only 
want lo live In peace, and the hills 
and fields, and the goodness of which 
men and women are capable, and 
Bertrand Ru1111ell, all one with the 
du.st. 

To prevent that, he has frenziedly 
devoted what must now be his com­
paratively few remaining years. 
Philosophy he nnw rejects with con­
tempt a.s a wasteful dlgre99ion; the 
only thing that now matters la pl'e­
ventlng man from blowing himself 
and the earth to piece•. 

From there It Is but a single step 
lo plMlng the blame on particular 
men; and from there but another lo 

• •electing those who gul~ the de•tlnles 
of the- most powerful nation In the 

, world as the men responsible; and 
thence to regarding them and their 
system as evil; and thence to regard­
Ing their opponenlll 1\8 good and true 
and always right; and thence to­
wel), to the "War Crimes Tribunal," 
which will put President JohnROn and 
the United States on "trial" before 
judges who have already rn•de up 
their minds that the defendants •re 
guilty as tharged. 

The trllmnal, which la :supposed to 
open Its hearings In March In Paris 
( though It Is said that the French 
Govemment will In the end find a way 

•or preventlns lt-◄•rtalnly 110 hall h,u 
yet been announced for the proceed­
ings), has been set up by the Bert-
1·and Rus~ell Peace Foundation, one 
of two organizations formed by him 
and Schoenrilan In 1963. (The other, 
called the Atlantic Peaee Foundation, 
which was suppo.•ed to start "Inter­
national centers for the study of war 
and peace," appears to have sunk 
without trace.) • 

Those listed as "sponsors" of the 
foundallml ( Schoenman Is one of the 
directors, and In fact seems to run 
the whole show) are a strange collec­
tion. Three or them - Presidents 
Nye1-ere of Tanzania, Senghor of 
Senegal and Kaunda of Zambia-have 
resigned (presumably when they rea­
lized into what pathR the foundation's 
activities were straying), thuR In­
evitably producing a statement from 
Rus.sell in which he said that they 
had "yielded to Intolerable pressure" 
frnm "neo-coloniaHsm"; one of them 
-- the Emp<!ror of Ethiopia, Halle 
Selassie - has not only disRoclated 

SOLUTIONS 
TO LAST WEEK'S 

PUZZLES 

(G. W.J BRACE: BE­
TWEEN WIND AND 
WATER-On" dreams 
of "the good boat." 
Mine la one that will 
sail. She moves eRSlly 

and silently, "a.~ slick 

,,a_-has lived far beyond 

th• sp- most men may 
expect, and •~Y have com, 
to think ol bbasoll as a 

' repr•~•ntalivo of maalrlnd 
lhrougbo11t bl1tory-

ancl tho luturo." 

himself from the foundation's acU 
Illes, but complained that his nan 
WAR use4 to bolster them without h 
permlsslor, or even knowledge; a, 
three of them-the ·former Queen , 
Belgium, Mr. Nehru of India and D 
Albert Schwelµer-are dead. 

, Nevertheless, under these checkeri 
auspices, and before a bench , 
''juqea"' who have declared then 

. J1elvea satlsf\ec! of the guilt of tl 
accuaed. Amerlca's leaders are to 1 

'On "tTlal"; and 111trly this year RalJ 
8choenman went· to North Vielna 
to gather the "evidence." Let ti 
prealdenl of the tribunal, Bertru 
Ru ... 11,abow tn 'l'h•t j11d1c1a1rran 
of mind It will approach Its wor 
From a measage he 11<mt for broa, 
ca.stinr over Hanoi radio: 

''I greet you, the people of U 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, .. 
I know Uiat, as l speak, Amerlc1 
bomba are fallln1 on ·hospitals •n 
schooly and helpleaa women and chi 

. dren _ue dying. , . . These-"ffllll4 

' 
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weigh heavily o~ e>ur conscience 
They fill us wltl\ determtnatlon 1 
reslst, In every way a,•allable to u 
the brutal rulera of the Unite 
Statea .... 

"Along with others, I am preparln 
•a War Crimes Tribunal to bring t 
justice those reRponslble for the! 
crtmeA. Johnson, McNamara an 
Rusk stand condemned before th 
world. The day la not far off whe 
the people of the United States them 
selves WIii deal with them."· 

THUS, an old man In a hurry, wli 
has left hls judgment, his reputatlo 
and his usefulness behind. ■ • 

So do grown-ups. 
And Mott's is 100% 

will prefer Mott's apple juice. 
.That's not a bet. It's a sure thing. 

a~ a squid." Sh" points high; she <!al~ out to windward: she goes where 
she looks. Small <'nough to b., handled al~ne, she Is vel')' simply rigged. 

; Iii 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 12, 1966 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RO 
1 . .Z.2f~'r 

SUBJECT: The Bertrand Russell "Trial" By~' 'u ·e S--2'9-?f/' 

The proposal in the attached from Dan Jacobs makes some sense. 
Russell and his fellow "jurists" have a pretty clear propaganda field at 
this point in the absence of a well-organized counter effort. The Agency 
is monitoring preparations for the tribunal and otherwise attempting to 
discredit it. You will probably agree, however, that the range of counter 
activities de scribed in Cord Meyer's memo (also attached) is not likely 
to impede seriously the propaganda impact of the tribunal if it does take 
place. 

That remains in doubt. Latest information is that Russell's 
people are trying to locate the tribunal in Stockholm, but the Swedes 
are apparently disposed to deny them visas. 

If the tribunal does convene somewhere, we would be well advised 
to be more extensively prepared than at present to counteract even its 
momentary impact. The Jacobs proposal would have favorable witnesses 
appear in the proceedings in the belief that their testimony would affect 
the tribunal I s contrived propaganda. However, the tribunal would be 
11 stacked," insuring that testimony favorable to our cause would be 
ignored. This would as well unnecessarily dignify the proceedings. 

A variant on the Jacobs proposal might be to convene a seminar 
across town of prominent Vietnamese and others who support our Vietnam 
objectives. Their expert appraisal of and daily commentary on the 
tribunal's proceedings might provide effective competition for media 
coverage and hopefully blunt the tribunal's propaganda edge. 

There doubtless are other options for coping more effectively with 
this prospect. Bill Jorden and I recommend a call from you to Des 
Fitzgerald requesting the Agency to develop a broader range of options, 
possibly for consideration by the 303 Committee. 

D. W. Rapa 

SECltE!f'""'" 
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FBIS 28 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

SWEDISH NOTE TO RUSSELL 

PARIS AFP IN ENGLISH11362 12 DEC 66 E 

(TEXT) STOCKHOLM-·THESWEDISH GOVERNMENT OPPOSES LORD RUSSELL'S 
CC~OICE OF) SWEDENAS THE SITE rOR HIS TR!8UNAL WHICH WILL JUDG! 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND OTHER U.S. LEADERS FOR ALLEGED WAR CRIMES 
COMMITTEDIN VIETNAM, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ANNOUNCED TODAY. 

PRIME MINISTER TAGE ERLANDER IN A CABLE TO THE BRITISH LEFTIST 
PHILOSOPHERON FRIDAY SAID: THE SWEDISH GOVERNMr.NT OF THE IS 
OPINION THAT SUCH A MEETING WILL NOT FAVOR A SOLUTION OF THE 
TRAGIC SITUATION IN VIETNAM. HE ASKED LORD RUSSEL NOT TO CHOOSE 
SWEDENFOR THE TRIAL AT WHICH WITNESSES FROM NORTH AND SOUTH 
VI£TNAM WOULD BE HEARD. 

THE PRIME MINISTER'S CABLE WAS A REPLY TO A LETTER FROM LORD 
RUSSELL ASKING FOR VISAS FOR THE VIETNAMESE WITNESSES. THE 
ATTITUDE TAKEN BY THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT IMPLIED THAT IT WOULD 
REJECT THE VISA REQUESTS AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY NOT BE IT WOULD 
POSSIBLE TO HOLD THE TRIAL HERE. 

12 DEC 13332 AT/GS 

F-'+- '"lir 

https://GOVERNMr.NT


MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH I NG TON 

December 2, 1966 

TO: Walt Rostow 

FROM: William Connell 

I thought you might be interested in seeing this letter 

from Dan Jacobs, who is an extremely bright and able writer, 

and who used to work with us in the Senate 5 or 6 years ago. 

It seems to me he makes sense. 

cc: Bill Moyers 
Robert Komer 



• J.r: t 
I 

'll'•it
I Ii. ' 

I ~ \ i"- I J ::i:lljJi;•~ ., \ ; 1 ) t.._, I \r lo! • q !,
(~ 'I l1fli;l

November 19, ,":' ~ 
1 

1966 --1.,,. .:;,di··111 
.,-,'• .l'Jt:.CIJ:'ll"" '\>• I<' t ·~. n.c1 r r.i:,,iE) ·(• . , •"t·,.i,i 

..._, ,._ij ) &., ' )-' , • t .)!!. , I ' 
--.~ 'l IIWilliam Connell , '~ 

, ,-. ''1 ·u·"'1Administrative Assistant r~ Nov ±. ·.::11/f 2119&6t> 1Ji~Office of the Vice President 
Executive Office Building. ~ Yi~E PRESIDENT'S ,1':::: . :f1,·1•1 
Washington, D.C . 

.......;.,..,: \~)-, ~~f/ /.H:.!:~-B.omc~_. 1• 
Dear Bill: <~ fJr.Ir\ \~-- -ftj}

- -- ;,- ·•ll~~-.
' ' 'How are yo~? I've just completed a tour as • ·{}f~

speechwriter to the Democratic candidate for Governor ··:l):.t, 
of New York -- which proved to have been not a very good l,;•~:i,[·-.I~.,.,. :I 
thing to do. Was greeted by the Vice-President as he 
left our Democratic dinner, but, regretfully, had little 
chance in the rush to greet him back. 

I

.. 'l· • 
This letter concerns the international war crimes tribunal 

Bertrand Russell is planning to hold in Paris in March. '·1 

As you Jmow, he plans to have such eminen.t and fair-minded 
jurists as Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and 
Stokeley Carmichael sit in judgment on LBJ, Dean Rusk, 
Robert McNamara and the United States of America. 

The "war crimes trial" was originally scheduled 
to be held in Paris this month but was postponed. A few 
months ago, I began exploring whether something might be 
done to counter its propaganda impact, but was diverted by 
my. involvement in the New York State campaign. 

While this will be a propaganda circus, it will, 
nonetheless, have considerable impact in Europe, particularly 
amongst the intellectuals. The United States should -- and 
presumably will -- officially ignoE it. However, a small·1private project might usefully take advantage of the forum 
Lord Russell is providing to present the other side of the 

. story. • . · 

I was in Paris during the Kravchenko trial in 1948. 
Victor Kravchenko, the Soviet defector and author of "I 
Chose Freedom," was suing the Communist literary weekly
"Les Lettres Fran~aises" for libel. To prove his charges about 
conditions inside the Soviet Union -- little known at that 
time -- he brought into court various Russian refugees.Their
testimony, reported in the non-communist press, had considerable 
influence on European thinking at a crucial time. 

Bertrand Russell's tribunal ·may have an equal influence, 
but to reinforce prejudices against the United States position' 
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in Viet-nam, unless the non-Communist press is provided 
with a daily quota of material setting forth the other side 
of the case. 

1 
My proposal is to organize a small non-governmental

project that would bring effective political men from South­
east Asia to present their side of what has been happening 
over the past ten years. The tribunal would be hard put to 

_ refuse them the right to testify. If it did so, they could 
then stand outside in the corridors talking to the television 
camaras or could call daily press conferences. 

They should be from Laos, South Viet-nam, Thailand, and 
a refugee or two from North Viet-nam. It might even be possible 
to get Prince Souvanna Phouma, the neutralist Premier of Laos 
to testify, as he has for a number of years been traveling 
about, just livid, lecturing to anyone who .will listen about 
the way North Viet-nam is violating both the Geneva Accords 
of 1962 and the neutrality of his country by not withdrawing 
its troops. 

The U.S. has been taking a beating on this issue in 
part because our case has not been made as effectively as 
1t·could be. Some of the key points -- which I will not 
go into at length here -- have not been made. We can take 
advantage of the forum Lord Russell is providing and turn 
it to our own purposes. The non-communist press will be 
grateful to be provided with alternative material each day 
to give bal~nce_ to what it must report from this side-show. 

I have no way of knowing whether the U.S. government 
is doing anything about this in a covert way. I made an 
inquiry 
nothing, 

back 
one 

in August but, of 
way or the other. 

course, the response revealed 

If you think 
.from you and could 
provide. 

this 
use 

is worth doing, .I'd appreciate 
any advice or assistance you 

hearing 
can 

Best wishes. 
t 

Sincerely, 

4<C.-
Dan B. Jacobs 

11 East 92nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10028 

Tel: New York TE 1 - 7893 

I: 



MEMORANDUM Mr. JessupFOR: Peter 

Walt Rostow asked the DCI for 
information on the Russ ell trial and, 
particularly, on Schoenman. 

Would you please insure that the 
attached material gets to his attention. 

Cord Meyer, Jr. 

1 Dec. 1966 
(DATE) 

FORt.4 NO, REPLACES FORM 10•101IOII AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED, 
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THINKING ALOUD 

Lord Russell 
and the 

War Crimes 
''Trial'' 

By Sidney Hook 

A FEW MONTHS ago Bertrand Russell, the nona­
genarian but still vigorous English philosopher, 

issued a call for an International Tribunal of Justice 
to put on trial "the war-criminals-Johnson, Rusk, 
McNamara, Lodge, and their fellow criminals." Next 
month, on November 13, a preliminary meeting of 
the group is scheduled to be held in London. 

Promptly and enthusiastically endorsed by Radio 
Hanoi and the Communist press throughout the 
world, the indictment published by Russell accuses the 
American government and its leaders of deliberate and 
systematic resort to the use of "concentration camps, 
torture, massacre, poison gas and chemical warfare" 
against the Vietnamese people. It charges the United 
States with behaving like the Nazis in Eastern Europe 
and the Japanese in Southeast Asia "on a scale which 
is larger and with an efficiency which is more terrible 
and ·complete." 

The explanation of these horrible crimes against 
humanity, according to Russell, is simple. The Ameri­
can lead11rs have done "all this to protect the interests 
of American capitalism" and further "their own eco­
nomic interests." The people ruled by these capitalists 
are kept ignorant of the facts by a lying press; they 
are unaware that they, too, are being exploited by 
the war criminals and industrial overlords: " ... 66 
million Americans live at the poverty level. The cities 
of America are covered • with slums. The poor carry 
the burden of taxation and the fighting of colonial and 
aggressive wars." 

Russell holds out hope, however, that the rule of 
these "greedy and brutal men" will be overthrown 
just as soon as Americans understand the connection 
between the crimes perpetrated in Vietnam and the 
poverty of the American masses. "The Negro struggle 
in Harlem and Watts-the resistance of American 
students" are encouraging signs. The War Crimes 

Tribunal, by providing "the most exhaustive portrayal 
of what has happened to the people of Vietnam," will' 
contribute to this end. 

What is curious about this document, issued in the 
name of one of the most distinguished minds of our 
century, is the simplism of its thought and the virulence 
of its language, matching the crudest Communist propa­
ganda leaflets. The only charge absent from its litany 
of crimes is that of germ: warfare, the standard Com­
munist canard during the Korean War that was laid 
to rest at the cessation of hostilities. 

In view of Russell's declaration that the Tribunal 
is to provide "the most exhaustive portrayal of what 
has happened to the people of Vietnam," perhaps a 
more important omission is the lack of any reference 
to the tens of thousands of Vietnamese men, women 
and children murdered and mutilated by Vietcong ter­
rorists. These, apparently, are not regarded as crimes 
against humanity. Nor is there reference to Ho Chi 
Minh's bloody purges, whose excesses have been ad­
mitted by Hanoi and which caused almost a million 
refugees to flee South. T~e Vietcong is mentioned only 
where Russell denies that it is Communist controlled. 
It is merely "a broad alliance, like the popular fronts 
of Europe" -presumably something like the movement 
headed by Leon Blum in France. 

Because of its extremism, some observers· have 
doubted that Russell himself is author of the statement, 
despite the use of the first person pronouns in it. Some 
sentences, such as the assertion that American capital­
ists "send American soldiers to Vietnam as company 
cops," are written in an American idiom untypical of 
Russell. Elsewhere, the document reads as if someone 
were trying to imitate Russell's style. None the less, 
there can be little doubt that it expresses his senti­
ments. He has broadcast the substance of it on the 
Hanoi and Vietcong radios. He has earlier charged that 
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American soldiers in Vietnam were using their bayonets 
to. rip open the bellies of pregnant women-a charge 
last laid, not against the Nazis in Eastern Europe, but 

• against the German soldiers in Belgium during World 
War I. The historical irony is that Russell came into 
public limelight by deriding these and other atrocity 
stories about the Germans. 

STILL, a case can be made for an objective in­
vestigation of the conduct of the Vietnamese war, 

as of any war. All wars spell death and suffering, 
which are always evil even when necessary in defense 
of a good cause. Sometimes the death and suffering 
are unnecessary and therefore doubly evil. It is absurd, 
however, to say that all wars are equally inhumane. 
A war in which prisoners and wounded are murdered 
after being tortured is worse than a war fought under 
the Geneva conventions. A war in which non-com­
batants are destroyed by the planting or hurling of 
bombs, or deliberately subjected to bombing from the 
air, is worse than one in which the non-combatant 
population is spared and only military forces anq in­
stallations attacked. 

Some day when conditions permit, an investigation 
into the way the war has been conducted in Vietnam, 
into its crimes as distinct from its accidents, may be 
perfectly in order. An "exhaustive portrayal of what 
happened to the people of Vietnam"-if honest and 
objective--could be instructive to all the peoples of the 
world. While it would not abolish war, it might power­
fully affect the way it was fought. But whoever con­
ducts such an investigation must not be a party to the 
conflict or violently prejudiced against either side. He 
must not be so precommitted to an antecedent con­
clusion that he weighs the evidence unfairly. He must 
not have previously condoned the type of "crimes" 
to be investigated. 

How well does Bertrand Russell pass these tests? 
How "objective" is this searcher for objective truth? 
Does he come into court with morally clean hands? 
How trustworthy and reliable are his reports? How 
much confidence can any fair person, informed of the 
past, have in "the bona fides and authenticity" of any 
tribunal he organizes? 

Note that to begin with Russell proclaimed in the 
most unmeasured terms the guilt of President John­
son, Secretary of Defense McNamara, Secretary of 
State Rusk, and other American leaders-and then he 
proposed to sit in judgment on them. Having pro­
nounced the verdict of Guiltyf, he is now, like a char­
acter out of Gilbert and Sullivan, arranging for the 
trial. He and his selected associates have set them­
selves up to play the roles of judge, juror, and ac­
cuser all at once. 

This objection to "trying" people declared guilty 
in advance has J?een raised by many critics of the 

Tribunal, and it apparently has stung Russell and his 
associates. In a letter in the New York Times of 
October 6, he defends his Tribunal as a grand jury 
considering prima facie evidence in order to bring an 
indictment. But Russell has already drawn up the in­
dictment. Further, he seems unfamiliar with the fact 
that the grand jury which indicts is not the same jury 
which sits in judgment at the trial to resolve the issue 
of the truth of the indictment. He also mentions the 
Dewey Commission, which fairly examined the evidence 
of Stalin's purge trials in the 1930s. That Commission, 
which I helped organize, was first of all an inquiry 
into "evidence" already introduced in the Moscow 
trials. It gave Trotsky a hearing denied him by the 
Moscow courts that convicted him without indictins 
him. 

The analogue to the Dewey Commission would be 

a comrruss1on of inquiry to examine the evidence to 
be introduced ( or not introduced) before the Russell 
Tribunal. By announcing that only the alleged crimes 
of the American government will be judged and not 
those of the Vietcong and the Hano1 regime, the Russell 
Tribunal is more likely to function like the Moscow 
Tribunal than like the Dewey Commission. So resentful 
is Russell of the criticism of his procedure that he sug­
gests that those who make these criticisms are also 
responsible for the crimes against the people of Viet­
nam. He writes: "I suggest that those who raise pro­
cedural points in objecting to the International War 
Crimes Tribunal would be better occupied in assessing 
their own responsibility for the horrendous acts against 
the people of Vietnam . . . " 

This sounds more like Andrei Vishinsk:y than like 
the author of Justice in War Time. This is exactly the 
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way English superpatriots spoke of Russell when he 
questioned the stories about German atrocities in 
Belgium in World War I. 

The charge against the American "war criminals" 
is indiscriminate warfare against the Vietnamese people. 
If this were true, North Vietnamese centers of popula­
tion would long since have been destroyed. But in any 
event, Bertrand Russell has no moral standing in the 
court. He has justified indiscriminate warfare against 
a whole people. He was an eloquent defender of a 
preventive atomic war against the Soviet Union when 
the Kremlin refused to accept the American and UN 
offer to internationalize the sources of atomic energy. 
Clearly, atom bombs are a much greater menace to 
•civilian populations than pin-point bombing with con­
ventional weapons. To condone' one and condemn the 

• other is like starting a forest fire and becoming hysteri­
, cal over the danger of a campfire. 

Morally, Russell's position is further weakened by 
the fact that he urged a preventive war on purely 
ideological grounds. Johnson in Vietnam, like Truman 
in Korea, whatever the wisdom of their decisions, in­
tervened to repel· actual aggressions-to counteract ac­
tions that unleashed war. But Russell urged preventive 
war to destroy Communism in the Soviet Union and 
elsewhere. He anticipated 'that the Kremlin would re­
fuse to yield to any ultimatum to internationalize atomic 
energy and coldly, if not cheerfully, accepted the con­
sequences of inevitable atomic war. In such a war, 
he wrote, "I have no doubt that America would win 
in the end, but unless Western Europe can be pre­
served from invasion, it will be lost to civilization for 
centuries [since the Communists would seize Western 
Europe and we would have to bomb it too]. Com­
munism must be wiped out, and world government 
must be established." (Written in 1948, this was pub­
lished in the Saturday Review of October 16, 1954.) 

The "American capitalists and their political and 
military servants," apparently more humane than Rus-

- sell, refused to employ their monopoly of atomic power 
to destroy the Russian people in order to get rid of 
Communism. Instead, they offered Communist coun­
tries Marshall Plan aid and sought to reach an accom­
modation on the principle that the political status-quo 
should not be altered by outside foreign forces. Far 
from being blindly anti-Communist and going to war 
for ideological reasons, as Russell urged, the United 
States has even aided some Communist regimes to 
preserve their independence at tremendous costs to 
the American taxpayer. This policy has had greater 
support from Main Street than Wall Street. The chief 
errors in United States policy may be traced not so 
much to the fear of native Communists coming to 
power by legitimate political means as to mistaken ap­
praisal of the involvement of foreign Communist re­
gimes as in the Dominican Republic, and their efforts 

to impose their will on neighboring peoples by in­
vasion or subversion. 

Obviously, Russell is not sufficiently free from violent 
bias against either side in the Vietnam war to assess 
fairly the respective guilt of the combatants. Indeed, 
there is a good deal of evidence to show that he has 
become almost pathologically anti-American, not 
against individual Americans, but against the American 
nation-its leaders and policies, and its people to the 
extent that they support these leaders and policies. Per­
haps the most emphatic expression of Russell's hos­
tility to the United States-not without its humorous 
aspects-occurred at the time of the Cuban missile 
crisis. Russell had by that time swung from a political 
posture in favor of preventive atomic war to one of 
nuclear disarmament. When President Kennedy an-

. nounced the discovery of Soviet nuclear missiles in 
Cuba, positioned to fire at the United States, Russell 
taxed the President with lying. He denied that there 
were such missiles in Cuba and dismissed the photo­
graphs as fakes. He denounced the American heads 
of state as "worse than Hitler" and as the crisis 
deepened, wrote: "You are going to die because rich 
Americans dislike the government Cubans prefer. Do 
not yield to ferocious and insane murderers." 

When Khrushchev finally admitted the presence of 
Soviet missiles in Cuba, Russell was not embarrassed 
in the least. As a founder of the Ban-the-Bomb move­
ment, one expected at the very least that he would 
condemn Khrushchev for smuggling nuclear weapons 
into Cuba, thus precipitating the crisis. Instead, he 
praised Khrushchev for his forbearance. Russell's at­
titude and sympathies were clearly expressed in the 
text of two telegrams. The first was to Kennedy: 

YOUR ACTION DESPERATE THREAT TO HUMAN SUR­

VIVAL NO CONCEIVABLE JUSTIFICATION CIVILIZED MAN 

CONDEMNS IT. WE WILL NOT HAVE MASS MURDER 

ULTIMATUM MEANS WAR I DO NOT SPEAK FOR POWER 

BUT PLEAD FOR CIVILIZED MAN END THIS MADNESS. 

The second was to Khrushchev, who had dispatched 
the missiles and whose adventurism was subsequently 
criticized by his own comrades: 

MAY I HUMBLY APPEAL FOR YOUR FURTHER HELP IN 

LOWERING THE TEMPERATURE DESPITE THE WORSEN­

ING SITUATION YOUR CONTINUED FORBEARANCE IS OUR 

GREAT HOPE WITH MY HIGH REGARDS AND SINCERE 

THANKS. 

Apparently Russell's high regard for Khrushchev 
was unaffected not only by Khrushchev's role_ in the 
Cuban missile crisis but by the butchery of the flun­
garian Freedom Fighters, carried out on Khrushchev's 
express orders. 

0 NE MIGHT interpret Russell's blatant anti-Ameri­
canism, his shrill denunciation of its foreign 

policy, and his uncharacteristic servility to Khrushchev 
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as a kind of subconscious compensation for his earlier 
espousal of a nuclear preventive war against Com­

I .. mu~ism. But this can hardly explain the tone and 
substance of his criticisms of American domestic poli- • 
cies and conditions in recent years. Far from recog­
nizing the great, jf incomplete, strides made toward 
the elimination of poverty and racial discrimination, 
Russell writes of the United States as if its minorities 
lived under a perpetual reign of terror organized against 
them by the Federal government, and as if the Ameri-. 
can working class. was still suffering the throes of 
hunger and unemployment. • About the time the FBI 

arrested and jailed John Kasper, the white racist rabble 
rouser, for encouraging violation of a Federal court 
order, Russell wrote of conditions in America: 

"Members of the FBI join even mildly liberal or­
ganizations as spies and report any unguarded word. 
Anybody who goes so far as to support equal rights 
for colored people, or to say a good word for the 
UN is liable to a visit by officers of the FBI and 
threatened, if not with prosecution, at least with black­
listing and consequent inability to earn a living. When 
a sufficient state of terror has been produced by these 
means, the victim is informed there is a way out; if 
he will denounce a sufficient number of his friends, he 
may obtain, absolution." 

These and other fantastic statements, unmatched 
even by the worst drivel about America br9adcast. by 
Radio Moscow or Peking, brought forth an indignant 
refutation by Norman Thomas, the veteran Socialist 
leader, and a more consistent opponent of war than 
Russell. His ."Open Letter to Bertrand Russell" (NL, 
January 7, 1957) refuting these falsehoods left Russell 
unmoved. Russell's fury against the United States has 
reached such a pitch that despite his claims to have 
returned to his earlier pacifism, he has recently ap­
pealed to Premier Kosygin of the Soviet Union to send 
the Soviet Air Force to combat the American planes 

in Vietnam-thus inviting the very global war he pro­
fesses to fear. 

In his latest characterization of the United States, 
Russell speaks of the American welfare state as if it 
were an economic-military dictatorship ruling over a 
brainwashed and poverty stricken population. He ig­
nores the fact that the standard of living of the Ameri­
can working class, despite pockets of poverty, is not 
only the highest in the world put is currently the highest 
in American history. He ignores the progress the Negro, 
the Puerto Rican and other minorities have made with 
the help of all three branches· of the American govern­
ment. .He ignores the fact that most principled and 
consistent opponents of Communist aggression are not 
the American capitalists-many of whom wish to do 
business with the Communist countries, including Com­
munist China-but the organized American labor 
movement. 

One does not have to approve of American foreign 
policy in Vietnam or elsewhere to be appalled by the 
virulence and hatred of Russell's caricature of Amer­
ica's culture and economy. When he shifted from the 
advocacy of appeasement of Fascism in the '30s to re­
sistance, he never spoke of Nazi Germany, in com­
parable terms. What explains his transitioll'· fronr a 
staunch opponent of Communism-we were premature 
anti-Communists in many battles together!~to, a:role 
more appropriate to Lord Haw-Haw than to: Loi-a 
Russell? • ' 

I am assuming, and I think it is. true, that Russeµ • 
is still in possession of his remarkable faculties-that 
he is not a pitiable old man blindly signing statements 
drawn up in his name by those. upon whom he has 
become physically and mentally dependent. One reason 
for believing that he is responsible for what he has 
written is that he has recorded large portions of it 
for Radio Hanoi for transmission to American service 
men in South Vietnam. 

VAlt ME
I 
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THERE ARE SOME who contend that Russell's trans­
formation from a fanatical anti-Communist-pre­

pared to destroy Communism almost at any cost 
including nuclear war-into a fanatical anti anti-Com­
munist and anti-American, is a consequence of the 
humiliations he suffered in the United States in 
1940-42. At that time he was unjustly denied an op­
portunity to teach at the City College because of his 
views on sex and marriage-views that are widely 
held today. Later he was rudely and arbitrarily dis­
missed from his post at the Barnes Foundation which 
had been procured for him by John Dewey. 

This shocking treatment left him with a justified 
resentment which still burned fiercely when I last met 
him in the Fall of 1953. But it does not explain the 
shift of ground. For although he was very critical of 
the United States at the time, asserting with typical 

exaggeration that the United States had become a police 
state under McCarthy, he was even more critical of 
Communism. 

The real reasons for Russell's conversion say more 
for his motives than his judgment. When the Soviet 
Union acquired the full panoply of nuclear weapons, 
Russell became convinced that their proliferation would 
in all likelihood lead to a world war which would 
destroy the whole of civilization, perhaps all human 
life. He was aware that the West, particularly the 
United States, had officially declared its willingness to 
accept general and complete disarmament provided it 
was universal and multilateral, subject to strict inter­
national control in order to prevent totalitarian coun­
tries, unhampered by a free press or a free public 
opinion, from launching atomic Pearl Harbors. At first 
Russell thought that the Soviet Union would accept 

such controls, since they were in everyone's interest. 
But when it became clear that the Communists would 
not permit effective inspection on their territory, Rus­
sell's views underwent a profound change. He declared: 
"I am for controlled nuclear disarmament but, if the 
Communists cannot be induced to agree to it, then 
I am for unilateral disarmament even if it means the 
horrors of Communist domination." In effect, to avoid 
the risks of war Russell was willing to settle for 
peace at any price. 

The foolishness of such a position is apparent, since 
it can only harden Communist intransigence. It offers 
the premium of total victory for stubbornness and un­
reasonableness in negotiation. It expects those who 
enjoy the reality of freedom and independence, how­
ever limited, to surrender them out of fear of a prob­
lematic world disaster. Freedom and independence are 
still precious values in the Western world. Even Russell 
was once prepared to sacrifice half a billion lives if 
necessary to prevent the triumph of Communism. The ~ 

logic of Russell's new position, the emphasis on peace 
at any price, compelled him to downgrade the im­
portance of the values and institutions of freedom in 
the open societies of the West. 

He began to refer to the West and especially the 
United States as the "so-called" free societies-which 
he did not do when, less free than they are now, they 
were struggling against Fascism-and to play down 
the evils of Communist dictatorship in the Soviet Union, 
China and North Vietnam. If the United States is a 
dictatorship of the capitalists and their military hench­
men under a formal veneer of rhetoric about democ­
racy, the talk about freedom is hollow and hypocritical. 
Since the choice is between one kind of dictatorship 
and another, according to Russell's political logic, we 
may as well stay alive. Instead of resisting Communist 
aggression by war, which may destroy everyone, it is 
wiser to yield. "The horrors of Communist domination" 
will not last forever. Kublai Khan, after all, followed 
Gengis Khan. 

It is thinking of this sort which explains why Russell 
has declared that West Berlin and West Germany are 
not worth defending, that India was more at fault than 
China after China invaded, that the intervention of 
North Vietnam into South Vietnam is not aggression. 
It explains why he refuses to speak of the deliberate 
murder of tens of thousands of South Vietnamese by 
Vietcong terrorists in connection with what he pur­
ports to be a "most exhaustive portrayal of what has 
happened to the people of Vietnam," and why he 
plays up as deliberate American atrocities the unfortu­
nate accidental loss of life incurred by the efforts of 
American military forces to help the South Vietnamese 
repel the incursions of North Vietnam and its partisans. 

Bertrand Russell is no more a Communist today 
than he was during the many years he denounced its 
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terror. Hut his desperate fear of war has made him 
pie willing ally of the Communist cause. Even in 1938 
wlien he was pleading that the best defense of England 
and Denmark against Hitler was "their very defense­
lessness," and that in the event of a Nazi invasion and 
takeover "the consequences both to ourselves and the 
world would be infinitely less terrible than the conse­
quences of war," he did not speak up for the Nazis 
or defend their actions or pretend that they represented 
the forces of peace and liberation. Today, however, 
Russell has willingly accepted the role of spokesman 
for the Communist cause in Vietnam. Last June 11 
he sent two separate messages to the Vietcong and 
to Hanoi informing them that he was organizing a War 
Crimes Tribunal to bring Johnson, McNamara, and 
Rusk to justice. He concluded his message with these 
words: 

~;_\\rtl,v;. 

"I extend my warm regards and full solidarity for 
President Ho Chi Minh and for the people of Vietnam. 
I convey my great wish that the day may not be far 
off when a united and liberated Vietnam will celebrate 
its victory in a free Saigon." 

Bertrand Russell's place in the history of modern 
philosophy is as incontestable as the place of Richard 
Wagner in the history of music. Neither the anti­
Semitism of the latter nor the anti-Americanism of the 
former can alter that fact. But they prove that when 
great men err they err greatly. 

0 NE FINAL QUESTION remains. Bertrand Russell 
may be wrong in his unmeasured indictment of 

the po.sition of the United States. But this does not 
establish the validity of the American policy. What 
moral justification, if any, can be offered for American 
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intervention in South Vietnam? Perhaps the strongest 
defense of the official position of the United States was 
actually made a long time ago by John Stuart Mill, the 
godfather of Bertrand Russell. In an essay on "Non­
Intervention'' (Fraser's Magazine, 1859), which reads 
as if it were written only yesterday, Mill wrote: 

"To go to war for an idea, if the war is aggressive 
not defensive, is as criminal as to go to war for ter­
ritory or revenue; for it is as little justifiable to force 
our ideas on other people, as to compel them to 
submit to our will in any other respect." 

None but ideological fanatics would dispute this. 
Mill then states what is required of a foreign policy, 
grounded in an intelligent morality, in situations like 
that of South Vietnam: 

"The doctrine of non-intervention, to be a legitimate 
principle of morality, must be accepted by all govern­
ments. The despots must consent to be bound by it 
as well as the free states. Unless they do, the pro­
fession of it by fre~ countries comes but to this miser­
able issue, that the wrong side may help the wrong 
side but the right may not help the right. Intervention 
to enforce non-intervention is always right, always 
moral, if not always prudent. Though it may be a 
mistake to give freedom [or independence-S.H.] to a 
people who do not value the boon, it cannot but be 
right to insist that if they do value it, they shall not 
be hindered from the pursuit of it by foreign coercion." 
(Italics mine-S.H.) 

No one can reasonably question that South Vietnam 
values its independence, and that it is right for the 
United States to endorse its claim. But whether what 
was right was also prudent, whether anything which 
is imprudent on a large scale is also right, are ques­
tions not so readily answered. It may have been im­
prudent originally to become involved in South Viet­
nam. But it seems even more imprudent to withdraw 
from South Vietnam Without negotiating a peace. For 
this would abandon the South Vietnamese to enslave­
ment and decimation by the vengeful Vietcong and 
thus encourage further Communist aggression. I be­
lieve that Adlai Stevenson spoke for the reflective con­
science of America when he said, on the very day 
of his death: 

"My hope in Vietnam is that resistance there may 
establish that fact that changes in Asia are not to be 
precipitated by outside force. This was the point of 
the Korean War. This is the point of the conflict in 
Vietnam." 

If this point gets across the sacrifices will not have 
been in vain, since they will have prevented further 
sacrifices. U it does not, then since the United States 
cannot be active everywhere, prudence may dictate 
greater caution in the future concerning when and 
where to engage the enemies of freedom and national 
independence. 
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FROM A STAFF REPORTER 
If the curtain-rai!'ler in London yester­

day to Bertrand Rusi;ell's International 
War Crimes Tribunal was anything to 
judge by, its" trial" of the United States 
for alleged war crimes in Vietnam is a 
failure before it starts. 

Lord Rus\ell want!i to wring the world's 
conscience with a fearless public cllamina• 
tion in Paris. next March of American 
actions in Vietnam. He has invited Presi• 
dent Johnson to defend hunself, or send a 
representative, and he. deeply regretted 
resignations of sponsors of the Bertrand 
Ru~scn Pea.:e Foundation. • They i11clude 

1 Presidents Nyerere of Tanzania. Kaunda of 
• Zambia, and Senghor of Senegal. Lord 

Ru,sell says they have yielded to intoler• 
able pre,sure from the United Stales. 
f.mperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia is said 
to have rc~iined a!> a sponsor. •to~ 

Signor Danilo Dolci, the Sicilian social 
rc[orm:r, wa\ reported yesterday to have 
withdrilwn from the tribunal, but the foun· 
1lation°\ \pokc\mcn were in conference in a 
Londun hotel and did not want to be dis­
turbed. A ~ccrctary who answered the 
telephone could only help further br. 
nhruptly ringing off. Signor Doki wil, 

. huwevcr, he an ubscrver. 

Engaged elsewhere 
Seven of 1he 16 member~ of the tribun:ll 

appointed after three days or meetings 
in London were absent from ycstcr· 
day•~ pre)s conference. They included 
Jean•Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, 
Lazaro Cardena,, former Pre~idcnt of 
Mc~ico, Stokely Carmichael, American 
leader of the Student Non-violent Coordin• 
ating Committccs. Dave Oellinscr, American 
pacilht, Profes~or Shoichi Sakata, Nobel 
prizewinner, and Profcs~or Laurent 
Schwartz, a Parii University mathematician. 

Fellow-members. however, •assured re• 
porters there was uo question of their with• 
drawal. Their missing colleagues were kept 
elsewhere by other cnga.gemcnls. 

Scrupulous examination of the fact:i 
about .4.meri.:an actions iq Vietnam has 
bi:cn . promi~ed in order to deliver a 
" serious and impartial judgment". But 
journalists -.cmpulously trying to get at 
facts about the· establishment of the 
tribunal and its ·• impartiality" found 
~raight answers scarce. After some two 
hours, reporters departed muttc:rinl about 
a "farce", a "one-ring· ci~ and 
wasted television film. 

War comparison • 

it bo taken as read to allow more que1tion 
time. • 

The tribunal chairman, Vladimir 
~dijer, historian and writer, in5i>tcd that 
it be heard. "This is a •olemn o~a$iOD 
for us", he said aravcly. • 
. Hernandez said American aircraft were 

dropping 4m.lb. o[ bombs in Vietnam 
daily. If this rate continued it would con· 
stitute more explosives than the United 
States Air Force unloaded in tho P.acifh: 
in the Second World War. . • 

American force, and !heir docile Saigon 
allies had herded eight million people, 
peasants and their families, into barbed• 
wiro encampments under surveillance .of 
the political police. Chemical poisons were 
defoliating and makin,s barren tens oC 
thousands of acres of farmland, , 

The tribunal would have to answer 
whethCT the United States Government and 
her allies had committed acts of aggression 
according to international law, among other 
questions. Mr. Hernandez seemed to have 
answen:d a number of them independently. 

Evidence from any sour..:c or party would 
be ex:i.mined. "No evidence relevant 10 
our purposes will be refused attention. No 
witness competent lo te-stify about the 
cvenl.~ with which our inquiry is concerned 
will be denied a bearing", he declared. 

The tribunal hotly denied that money 
for the •· trial" would come from any 
government. official or semi•official. 1t 
wa.~ being financed with a loan from the 
Bertrand Ru,scll Foundation. Private 
dunations were expected. collection~ would 
be taken, and famous painters had given 
works to rai!'>Cfunds. 

Witnesses' fares 
A brief e-'change took: place between 

Mr. Schocnman and a reporter about who 
would pay air fares for North Vietnamese 
witnell1es to attend the trial. Mr. Schoen• 
m.in denied that he had told the reporter 
a month before that the North Vietnamese 
Government would foot the bill. ' 
• •• The pre~ ha~ a habit ... ", he l>csa11. 

The chairman hurriedly intervened. "Mr. 
Schocnman is speaking in his own name'', 
he said. Mr. Schoenman went on i .. The 
press has a habit of phrasing a question 
containins the answer it wish~ to receive 
and reportins the answer built into tho 
de,igned question", he said somewhaJ 
my~tkally.

•• The witnej,.-;e1 made available t,y Hi> 
Oii-minh will not be paid for by North 
Vietnam." . 

In the intc:rC!lts pf democracy and fnlr 
play the chairmnn rationed quei;uons to one 
each. He abo gave the rear rows a chance. 
,\(ter all, he noted. the " 10\:al prcs!i--tho 
Amc:rkuns" o,cc:mcd to be in front. Thi!l 
m;iy ha\·e been true. but it benefited them 
little. One tclevish>n man mumbled when 
it was all over it would have .t>ecn more 
.rewardinginterviewing a comedian. • 

' • 
' • 
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Russell's 
•' 

war crimes 
men get::ij_·_·~_,• '9:,-:,.;. 

- l j: 

( . 
1 .... -:l together
t " ; §. By John Barry
!· ...·,1 

i )' THE MOST curious coaI'ition in-~-
1; tf_t British politics take~ th~ stage t. 
"(· ~i today. Its formal title LS Lord,, 
• •¾. Russell's International W a r ~. 

Ct·hnes Trihunal-more popularly 
known among the far.Left as the 
"Bertie Russell Show.'' 

In London today the •• judges " -~ 
on this tribunal to denounce. ; 
American activities in Vietnam 
hold their first secret. meeting in 

'·. the "red suite" of a Bloomsbury
I ,': hotel. the New Ambassadors. 
t :• One or two have not made· it. 

"I"Stokely Carmichael, American
i _ 1:advocate of " black power,'' is in• . 
• • -';... communicado after a spel} in an 

::t Alabama jail. Dramatist Peter 
\Vciss is "busy.'' on a play about 
Vietnam. Another . playwright, 
Arthur· Miller, \i,·as invited but 
declined. 

But 12 will he there, incJudin~ 
lH-y<•nr-ol<lLord n11~sf'l1hltrnrnlf, 
frt•:,,h from his WPl:;h eyrie, the 
ltalian social worker Danilo 
Dolci, Jean-Paul Sartre and such 
household names as Professor Dr. 
Mehmet Ali Ayhar. leader of the 
Turkish Workers• Party ( 15 seats 
out of 450). 
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~~ssen E~~~~~;--u~"i~··seeb' 
• ••. . ' \:· _; 8pecld • ftl lftw T~ 1'1a&. , . ~ · 

-~, .. LONDON, Nor, 16--Bertra.cd RuMeU'aInt.-
( ' • . . : __ • 11&tlonal war.erlmea tttbonal. whlcb pla¥ to • • 

, • , ·-: ~-, ? . . · • ~ ••~ • ~-.· 'Unittd • BtatN . next ,prlng :-for .. 

I .;·t:_:_;:: ~- •; • ••allei,e4,,wa:r arlmea In Vi.triam, announced.. 
.' .. . . . . , ..,,· _ • ., . . . . , ~ today tb.aHlm: 1p1opet', '.0 find evt4~a. 

••• ........._ -~-~,~~ ''Oil th1t spot.''·,--. · . · • · -: .• ·.i. . -: 

' • -' • :':.: ,: . : 0: \) ::~:~:-:,~1-But the t4-~old pllllc»<>~,her:,1!141:be~ti;;-
• ·-~•";.::•• • •· ., ~ In a epeech at the tribunal'• first news 

• • • • eonferenc&, obaerved tha.t what bad been 
: written already about the war by Western 

• • newsmen ma.de It "clear that we enter our 
lnqulry wlth considerable prlma facle evidence 
or crlmea reported not by the victim ■ but by

· I rnedl& favorable to the pollcle■ responsible."
On the buls of Lord Rusaell'a rema.rk1 

and the Information contained in handouts 
from the Bertrand Ruuell Peace Foundatloa, 

__ ___ -_ which 111 organizing the tribunal. there . 
littleseemed doubt that the 1S:.memberbody i··--·· -•..- ··-·-·--·...-·~--.~ ...--.. --..--

had all but concluded that the Unlt.ed States 
• wa.s "guilty" even before tb.t ttibUD&l beglna ,/ 

7 
In, 1ta bearmp Ht for M':MCh Pana. • [ 

JIit:Alt:fl.'J~eK 1,ma5 • • . '· 
_·:.. , r-oit ~ INTEnNAnONAL EDmoN, THURSDAY.NOVEim~ • • • • • • 
·-"'" . ,. . . 't. . . i . I . • • A:tl\. 1T,.J968' .. 
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·;Ru~s~e11;s 
show- -

J.>triaf ~-• . i .. ·::::;_,. . 

~J-;5~~,-~'+-:,~~-BERTRAND RUSSELL'S odd: .. ·:__,:,...---
ICbemc to put the Americans 'on ---.-;....; :...:..:.::..:i:.:..: __;-··-· __ __ ___ -· _.. '. 
trial ' for Vietnam war crimes is Paris In March. PresidcntJohnson. 
· to bo taken a step further this Dean • Rusk. Rohen McNamara. · 
weekend. The • International Henry Cabot J.,odg11and General 
War CrimesTribunal• is meeting Westmoreland will bo tried (in • 
in London. absenlia, of course). 'Tho Ameri• 

One of the things it will be decid­ can Government has not yet replied 
ing on is the appointment of • io tho Foundation'• invitation. to 
• Chief Investigator • to cxamino acn~ • • representative to put tho 
andcollate evidence of atroc1ti~ in American point of vi~w,• said 

Jordan.tho Vietnam war. Pat Jordan, a 
Tp11 North -v~., natur­• representative of the Bertrand 

ally, 114'0 collaboratin1 whole,.!.O Russell Peace Foundation, which ii 
«> 1ponsoring t.1MItribunal, says tho heartedly. Film, and tape record• 
> investigator will be •a man of lngs of the Paris trial will be mado • 
,g integrity, po!..~iblya lawyer, prob· and circulated throughout the• 
,_ ably an American.' • world. Any bets on tho verdict? 
C") Mark Lane scema to ftt tho bill 
r-1 neatly; an American, a lawyCTand 

• director of the Peace Foundation. 
"' Bertrand RUMellw.u one of Lane'a 
~ first allies when be challenged tho 
> Warren Commmio11'1 findings on 

'• ' J.t President Kennedy's a.ss:usination. 
~ So far, tho Peaco Foundation bas 
.t:l denied tha.t Lane la the man they 
o have in mind. . 

Members of the tribU1Jal who will 
ID ~ present at tho meeting tbi1t: weekend include lsa3<:Deut:.,cber, 

Russell, Jean-Paul Sartre and 
VJadimir Dcdijor. 

Tho trial k du11 to take place In 
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•crimes 
'judge' 

DANILO D O L C I, the 
Sicilian social reformer, 
withdrew yesterday as one 
of the 12 " judges " on Lord 
Russell's International War 
Crimes Tribunal. 

Ha announced his decision at a 
conference in London, called 
to arrange the tribunal which 
ls due to meet in Paris in 
March to "try" the United 
States for alleged war crimes 
in Vietnam, 

Last night Signor Dolci, who won 
the Lenin Peace Prize in 1958, 
would not comment on bis de­
cision. 

Dut at the Danilo Doiel Trust, fn 
Great James Street, London, 
WC, the· 5ecretary said: •• He 
is going to be too busy In 
Sicily with his work. He is also 
tied up with a legal case and 
just wouldn't have the time. 

,. We are a charity organisation. 
His pacifist acti\o·ities have 
nothing to do with us." 

Fi,·c other "judges" have, mis,cd 
the conference. They ;ira 
Swedish playwright Peter 
Weiss, Mexican ex-President 
Lazaro Cardenas, French author 
Simone de Beauvoir, American 
Negro leader Stokely Car• 
michael and Brazilian scientist 
Josue de Castro. · 

Today, four new "judges" will 
be introduced at a Press con• 
fcrence, 
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IIUSSUL AT HIS PltlSS CONFERENCE. YUTERDAT". 
·, 

_.LONDON wal treated to a rare pe!eonill 
appearance yesterday, • ·: •. 

Bertrand Russell raced a l'rowdf'd Press con• 

LORDRUSSELL. 
GIVESA . ference In London's Caxton H11II to outline his. 

' plal\t lo •try.. President John1011 and tbe 
American Gonrnment for what he describes 111SEVEN-MINUTE... war crimes" In Vietnam,- • 

• He plans to bold this self-styled International 
War Crimea Tribunal In Paris In the spring.AUDIENCE Seventeen writer.. pbilosophen and social 

I 
reformers will N p e n d 
twi-lve · weeks s I r t I n g
th ro u,: b evldent'e of 
Amerlca'1 acllvltles • In 
Vietnam. • 

They wlJI tJJen ·come ,o 
• decl!1lo11 and • "pan 

1 Judgment.'' , ., 
I (!'ioprize$ for guff•I nr · • 

the result.) 

Passion 
f'l'&terda, Lord RUHf'tl • 

arrived for tht- ronrerent'e • 
rorty-fh'e minull'll late. 
I" It wa• the lr11fflt•,"an· 
ahle C"llltl11hll'd,l 

I.Ike 11 1rb1Htlh11y~lllln1t. 
for an namlnatlon wllh 
the answers in front or . 
him he talked abllu& " m:,, • 
admi1'1'tlon and r:n!llon ' 
for the people o Viet•·. 

• nam. I e3nnot relinqubh ·, 
~ tbe d11t1 to judge whal ·,.,! _ba11been done to them.'' fi: Then be 1ut u~ and ·,:

left-jui;t seven minulH j .I.,_. after his arrival. . • : -" Aren'i you joJnr '?.. 
answer any quel!ltlons1 • 

• A me r i ca n reportrrs
ahouted. _ • . 

I
•• What's the point pt . 

holdinf a Press ,·on~er- • 
ence I you are 111,lgomr 

, lo st4Y for It •~ " ' 
' A f.llr JIOlnt. • 

\ Protests 
nu~ Russell rom11leted • 

hli. rnaje:itlc eslt. 
. When lhe protPsls ton-
' Unued, Russell's 11ecre• 

tary,. Ralph St•hoenman, ... 
r,xplalned th"l his • 9~­
year-oht bOtls tiad been • 
somi-n-11.il ovrrburdened • 
lall"IY,. 

Jtalr a do1.en of tali 
! ai.sodate!I were lef• to 

l
du the answerln1. • . , ·; 

~ut. U was like lilitrnlni • 
f,A1an 11rchestr~-~wUbo11\:.S 
the con1l11ctur, . • 

https://somi-n-11.il
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fr::! morewhere. they c.~e • 

One eminent public figure who 
has already offered to serve on the 
Tribunal is Bert Brecht Mao 
Odinga, Deirdre Dutt-Pauker's. 
Left-wing baby, now a 5lrapping
five-month-old with an impressive 

.=, array of progressive opinions and 
·, arguments, ·..-
:,; In a letter to Mr, Ralph Schoen- , . 

:. ~ man, the popular works manager I 
•·., j at Earl Russell's protest factory, , 

.• • • =Bert says he believes it is vi,taJ • 
•• ' that the youngest generation of all 

-: shall " take part in the task of 
1 judging, in fair and oi,en court, : ,; ' 
.: the criminal outrages of the sub-· ... 
• human American ve.rmin in South- ~J

East Asia," 
: Bert, who is rather advanced • 
'.' even for a progressive baby, wrote 
,, the letter unaided in his big 

po,ter • crammed nursery• stud.v, 
whil11 hi~ mother and irand­
mnthar, Hamp,1cad thinker Mr~. 
Myrtia Dutt-Pauker, watched 
a,lmlrin11ly, He taught hirn~elf to 

..,.____ • read nnd write by the new "Look . ______ _ 
and Hate" method used In many

• progressive nursery schools, and 
• could already undetsrand short , 

sentences like "Hang Ian Smith,. f 
at the-ap of three weeks, ... 

I 

I 
\ t 

l 
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.vmcyAM 
---WITNESSES 
"· ~-. . ~ 

WILL FLY 

TO LBJ's 

'TRIAL' 
f:ly WALTER PARTINGTON 

WlTNESSEa or Amer!-
. can " war crlmes" In 

Vietnam are being flown 
to Paris next spring by 
permtsslon or Ho .Ch1-mln 
to give evidence at th~. 
•• trial II of President John­
son, it was sald yesterday. 

The President and associ­
ates are being "tried'' at a 
tribunal set up by the 
Be rt i' an d Rus:;eU J'ea.ce 
Foundation to lnquJre 1ntQ 
Vietnam war crimes. 

Eight of the 18 -tribunal 
members attendee! a London 
nP-ws cortfert>nce yesterday when 
9-l-year-old Earl Ru&Bel\ read a. 
prepared zpeech then left with 
his wife, re!uslng to aaawer 
question..,.

Four tribunal membe1'5-
vmtcr Simone da Bel\uvotr, ex­
:\l e x I c a n President Lazaro 
Cardenas, Civil Rights worker 
Stokeley Carmichai!'I, and Ameri­
can pacifist Dave DellinRer­
wr.re unable to be preaenL, lt 
was said. 

Another member - Danilo 
Doiel, the anU-Mafta c:rusa<ler­
i',, resign,.d. Also mlsgmg ~ 
Executive President Jean-Paul 
oar.re. 

• The cost 
Bo rar th!! proceedlnaa ha1111 

ro,t ~everal t1,ousandll of pounds 
from a Foundation loan to the 
1-r1buntll. And the proJec, has 
ah·eadv coat t11e Foundation the 
sp0nsorshlp or Tanzania,
Zambia, and senegaJ who have 
,u::cumbed, accordlna to Earl 
Russell. to "intolerable 
p;·essures" by America. 

Onl.v International supy,ort M> 
far-and that sparlna y-ha.s 
come from Communlst or Com­
munist-aligned oraanlsatlana. 

But yesterday Earl Russell1Jc,r,klng Ure~ and !rail, clalmea 
"~ubstantlal progress," 

H11 said evidence or allel'ed 
a: rorltif'~ b:y either side would 
b• o:amlnr.d. But l undnstand 
1:,at ofirr3 or f'Vic1t-nce or Vlet­
r-.,:1!.( w11r rrlmra 11nvealready
h ·r·n rdrct1-<I, 
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1.zera of an lntemaUonal War Kaunda, To.nzanla'aJullua Ny• Sartre, who are preparing !·'.' ., ;!: : ; ./ .:'\ 
Crimes Tribunal insisted to- erere and Emperor Ha.Ile Se- plans for a lZ.week • inquiry t--i '.'."·.~,-~-::: • 
day that they were undis- lassie of Ethiopia. . . Into the Vietnam war', to be- f~ . '.:.·:~;:-:,; •. · 

0 
=~:s ~a~e::::~ :~:: n~ ld!~~ ~:::::· ::~~erd:ni!d the r :'~/\_: •...~;kets!1~c!!1g!:1~rl 

:. '., lAet th elr J~IJ.Uiry 1nto ~lletagkedthat pressure had been put o!1 uniiormly insistent reports;':: •i' .•• ·_-, .. ,: 
. • mer1can ·war er1mes e him to quit Lord Russe11a that the French government:~ ':.: ,·· ., . 

-,' ,i place In Paris. . < • Peace Foundation, Reuters re- would not welcome a tribunal I· :c·< ;' :' 
Bertrand Russell. whose ported .. • . · • in Paris in which President.: ..,,- ;<";. 

Peace Foundation Is as.M:m• [Nyerere said he also ob- Johnson, In e!Cect, would be ({ .. iJ •.:,;':• ; . :;~<.Y-.< 

By K:u-1 E. Meyer culties that caused the reslg- lng here at a Bloomsbury ho- r/-. ,.;c-~·'j < 7,.. ; .• ,:, .• 

Wa■ hlns&on J'oa, Pons.a .. ,nee nation of Senegal'• Leopold tel with li member!I bf the •~ • -~,-:.> ~.•.,·•. :t · ;:/ • 
LONDON, Nov, 14-0rgan- Senghor. Zambia's· Kenneth tribunal, Including Jeati Paul ~-_ ~;,'-':i•!'·> .··· ·•• ·,, ,, : 

• •. • 
_ .. 

:<).:)-~ 
: .. :·,.,·:<.... 
; , .. ,. 
·'·.'; ~<' 

..,:-; ;0 ; 

,:, : bllng the tribunal, blamed "in• jected to the way a serious In the dock. • • ~-~~ 
tolerable pressure" fo~ the matter like the Vietnam sltu- Comparison :!\lade 
defection of three presidents ation was being treated and 
and a monarch, who had been had not been consulted on the A spokesman said that .the 
Foundation spons·ors. . use of his name lri relation to tribunal ls an autonomous 

The 9~year-old ph,llosopher the proposed "war crime, trl· body that will decide its own 
said he understood but "re- bunal.'1 • . . pl"OCedurea, but lts h;,aring!
mained unmoved" by the dim- Lord Russell bas been mee~ Will not constitute l'l~.-1:dal­

tord Russell has likened the 
---------------------.- ..-- tribunal to the comotl.aslon ~ 

---------------~----'---__:__·---·--,..headed by the late Atnerl• 
.. l·.can philosopher, John :t>ewey,

• which bea!'d evidence in the 
1930s about purge trials in 
Stalin's Russia. 

A director of the • Peace . 
Foundation, • Mark Lane, is • 
being mentioned as a candi• 
date for the role of chief legal 

, aide to the tribunal An , 
~- Amerlcan attorney, Lane ls . 
,. the author of "Rush to Judg- • 
I.. ment" a book attacking the • 
~- warr~n Comml..!sion !indings 
[. on. President Kennedy s assas- . 
r slnation. 
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The tribunat··mcmbers. who , 
have been meeting here in-
clude Sartre, who last year ! 
declinecf---.-----Nobcl Prize fort literature: Danilo D~i, the 
Italian socialrelormer; Gll.n.· 
ther Anders, the German au­

w thor of "Burning Conscience," 
f a book about Claude Etherly, 
d an airman involved in the 
. Hiroshima bomb l n g; and 

Isaac Deutscher, Polish-born 
t biographer of Leon T,rotsky, 

Other Panel Members t _ 
Others Include Vlruilmil' 

Dedijer, a Yugoslav ·scholar 
anali1ographer or Marshal 
Tito; Mabmud .All---Ayber, 
President or the far-left Turk­
ish Workers Party; Lelio Bas-

' 

I SO,a Socialist memoer of the 1 

: Italian parliament; Mahmu.d!
iIAli Kasl!xt general secretary i 

'oTThe West Pakistan national I 
! Awaml Party; Prof. La~' 

. Schwartz, a mathematician at • 
thl:Utrtverslty of Paris; and
IKinji Marakawa, described as • 
, rcprcscriting •llie Civil Liber­

ties Association of Japan. 
'The only American present1 

ls Courtland Cox, a young:\. 
Negrolisted snripfy as "an. 
active field worker" In the:­
Student Nonviolent Coordi-l 

• natlng Committee, a tnilltant1, 
o civil rJghts ,:?roup. 1, 
~ Tribunal spokesmen Raid: 
·' absent members Include for.I 

" • tner President Lazaro Car--: 
• denas of Mexico, French au- 1 

thor Simone de Beauvoir, and· 1. 
Josue de Castro, a Brazilian : 

• r best known for his work with 
. - , ' • the,. U.N, Food, . and ,, AgricuF t - .,,-;, ~ --- ·--:- ·-u 
-~ .,.,. ~ . • l t .;; 'i;:.t t tural Organization. , , . 1 

;. ', Besides the £our Aftlcon •1• • -· leaders who have: i-esigne,I. 
s .two other PrP.Sidents ' are : 

.r •t listed as sponsors of the Ber-
I 1.. trand Russell Peace Founda- •. 

•, . t·1tlon .:... Pqklstan's Mohamm'ad 
ll Ayub Klran and Indta's .Dr. 

! Sarvep. alU . Radhakrlshnan. 

t Press. spokesmen for the two
1countries ln London were un­

la able to confirm wheher the 
-~-listing was atil~-valid:., .. .-. 

, ... 
. -· ______ ...... ____ - ·-·-r ....... .,,,; ~ . • • ~- -

\. '. _ _...,.._ _ ____, ____ .,_...&- • • ~ ... •\· ..~=-.!t!:-?t~f!;.Y,,:~~ 

, t~~~-\?.::-:rr:"':.~:~~-~ - • --~ ... • • 
n • -~ -~:.-;.·;-~.:··~-,-:~·~-:·::~r:~i2;·:.~:,tdiF;/r~~;-_~
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BERTRA~ RUSSELL 
• • • attack9 U.S. again 

Neutralists' 
Leade1·Is

• L
Back Ill aos 
. epeolal to The w11hlnit0n Post 

.V erdict"of U.StfVar{Guilt 
••Ji.~tiCip°dted~TribUiiftl'bY •• 

By Karl E. Meyer port "tho necessary eonclu• In tho post few d11ys, Em• 
Waahlo,ton Poat l"orel10 llerwlc• slons" about American mis• peror Halle Selassie ot Ethlo-
LONDON-Nov, 10 - The conduct. . • • pla and Prl'llldcnts Nyerere of 

self-5tyled International War Some wondered whether, Tanzania, Kaunda or Zambia 
Crimes Tribunal, which plans Lewis Carroll fashion, the trl• and Senghor of Senegal have 
next spring to Indict the Unit• bunal ~• 9 dellverl~g its sen• also resigned as sponsors or 

tcnce tirst and verchct later. 
ed Stirtes for alleged crimes The tribunal accepted a the Bertrand Russell Peac;e 
In Vietnam, anticipated Its clear distinction, Schoenman Foundation, which ls assem• 
verdict at a two•hour press added, "between aggression bllng the tribunal. • 
conference today addressed, and resistance to. aggression," .-\mong the tribunal mem-
brlcfly, by Bertrand Russell ~eersa~Jde°ct~~attr~~~~~~s:~~; bers who have been present in 

Lord Russell, has frame United states was Invited to London at organl:dng meet-
•bowed by his 94 years, wa~ present Its own case in Paris. Jngs are the French author! 
led lo the rostrum to read a A . questioner asked about Jean-Paul Sartre, who ls also 
prcparccl statement In which persistent press reports that . 
he gccused the United States the Fl'cnch government would executive president of the trl· 
oC perpetrating 
without parallel 
time. He said: 

"I can recall 
Much injustice 
corded quietly 
d('cadcs. In my 

war crimes not welcome the "War bunal, and Isaac Deutscher, 
In his life• Crimes" inquiry In Paris. De- Polish-born scholar. 

dijcr, a Yugoslav scholar and C i h 1LI t d 
many wars. biographer or Tito, answered arm c ae 5 e 

has been re• carefully that there was "no Among those named as 
duting these basis in fact" for reports that members .though absent were 

own exper- France had communicated former President Lazaro Car• 
lence I cannot discover a sit• this view to the tribunal or to rlcnas ot Mexico; Stokely Car• 

VIENTIANE Laos Nov. 16 uatlon quite comparable , .• Russell. mlchael, the ch amp lo n, of 
' ' • I do not know any other con• 8 1"T 1 1,. "black power" ln America;

OThe long-absent commander flict in whkh the disparity in cope r a and Q.~!!' Dellin_g~_an Ameri-
of the Neutralist army, a key physical power was so vast. Schoenman, thirtyish, ear- can pacillst and editor of 
element in the delicately . "I have no memory. of any nest, his chin fringed by a Liberation, a magazine. 
balanced power structure that people so enduring, or of any beard, said the inquiry would In addition. the German• 

•· nation with a spirit or resis• focus on five broad areas: The born playwright. Peter Weiss,
,rules :J,.aos,ha.s returned as tarice 60 unquenchable. I will crime of aggression; use of was listed as a "member of 
,-,yaterlousty as he departed not conceal .from you the pro• ~11s, chemicals and napalm the Investigation team." Weiss 

.
• 
' 

: 
: 
· 

• 

• 
;someweeks ago, !undlty ot my admiration for Wl'3pons; bombing of clvlll11n Is the author of "l\larat/Sade" ; 

G~n • Kong Le entered Laos Ute people of Vietnam." . . lnri:ots; torture of prisoners: and "The Investlgatlon,". the i 
' • · forced labor camps and latter a play about Nazi atrocl• 

last night by the river port No Questions scon:hed earth tactics. Ues. · ·, :. l 
of TJtadeua, about 20 miles The i;tatement completed, .North • Vietn.am and the But at the press conference \ 
east of this capital without there was no provision for Vietcong, he stUd, would coop- today, the dominant personall- ! 
informing the go;emment. questions as Russell was guld- crate In providing evidence to ty was the ubiquitous Schoen- : 

• ed out of the room, leaving support these charces at open man, who was deferred to on i 
He was thoroughly searched the field to his ,secretary, tribunal sessions lastlng 12 e~ · question . ·conccnting j 
by customs, then was allowed Ralph Schoenman, and Vladi- wccks,-1!Llnsf~ted-1!!at_no Lord Russell and the Russell : 
to enter Vientiane and spent mlr Dedijer, chairman of th Peace Foundation. ci.!lll.ti.2.n.JJ:qm_anl'...goy_eftt: , . : 
the night at the Indonesian tribunal. Six other tribunal .ment . would be accepted lQ.r It was note~ ~Ith. sadness ; 

. members sat on the rostrum. costs. that after a hfetlme as con• ,• .... c><...a.u.:t.».nal's 
with theEmbassy, apparently Schocnman, an American Dedijer said ·-that member- troversialist Lord Russell was 1 

consent of the government. who has llvecl in. Britain for ship or the tribunal was now unable to answer questions : 
Army troop,i gu11rtlcd tho eight yearn, said that when fixed, though only this morn- for himself in what may be a : 
Embassy and visitors were the tribunal bc-gins hearings l .. U.1nll<J..JJgldLJhQ .~l~lllnn flnnl gesture that dcrh·cs its!• 
1ereened. . In Pari!I It wlll look Cor t.hc social rdormcr► ICSl~neultti• weight chiefly !rom his fa- • 

The army has declared a "pattern or evidence" to au tru!Lrn!!!.£.llJ~ _mous name. . 
two.WP.Pk AlPrt .,,,,. •" ln•n••• 

.• 
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