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Q ues t ion  1 :

JESTIONS WHICH MAY BE ASKE
16 August 1964

How many a i r c r a f t ,  and what type of a i r c r a f t ,  w e r^  
used on each  s t r i k e ? /

Answer: A t o t a l  of  59 a i r c r a f t  were used ,  grouped as fo l lo w s

i 'l

Q ues t ion  2 :

i s w e r :

c«
Q

M 
i,

II 
Q ues t ion  3 :

Answer:

Q u es t io n  4 ;

Group 1 
Group 2 
Group 3 
Group 4 
Group 
Group

5
6

4 A - l ' s  
6 A-4 ' s 
6 P - 8 ' s  
4 F - 8 ' s  
8 A-4 ' s 
6 P - 8 ' s

Group 7 
Group 8 
Group 9 
Group 10 
Group 11

2 A -4 's
4 A - l ' s  

10 A-4 's
5 A-4 's  
4 A - l ' s

At what t im es  were each  group o f  th e s e  a i r c r a f t  
launched and what were t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a t  11:34 
p.m. EDT?

Group
Times
Launched

P o s i t i o n s  
11;34 p.m.

.Assigned 
Ta rge t

Group 1 05^43)2 Enroute  to  t a r g e t VINH/BEN THUY/
Group 2 0504"?iz On c a r r i e r PHUC LOI Complex
Gi'oup 3 0504i 6z On c a r r i e r - t! - --1
Group 4 050800Z On c a r r i e r M
Group 5 050800Z On c a r r i e r II
Group 6 050434Z On c a r r i e r QUANG KHE
Group 7 050800Z On c a r r i e r HON ME
Group 8 050500Z On c a r r i e r HON GAY
Group 9 050630Z : On c a r r i e r HON GAY
Group 10 050630Z On c a r r i e r LOC CHAO
Group 11 050500Z On c a r r i e r LOC CHAO

What c o u r s e s  d id  th e  a i r c r a f t  fo l lo w  and a t  vjhat 
speed and a l t i t u d e ?

Courses were flown toward t a r g e t s  In a g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h ­
west d i r e c t i o n  b u t  cu rv in g  to  avo id  Hainan I s l a n d .  
Speeds were combat speeds as  d i s c u s s e d  In Q ues t ion  5, 
below.

A l t i t u d e s :  HON GAY

LOC CHAO

A-l 
a -4  
A-l 
A-4

VINH/BEN THUY A-l 
a -4

HON ME a -4
QUANG KHE P-8

1 , 0 0 0 - 5 ,0 0 0  f t . ^
2 5 . 000- 3 0 ,0 0 0  f t .^ '
1 .0 0 0 -5 ,0 0 0  f t / ” 
2 5 , 000- 3 0 ,0 0 0  f tv
1 3 .0 0 0  t t . ^
2 5 .0 0 0  f t . v /
25 .000  t ty
25.000  f t , ^

Where were the  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  a t  10:36 (050236Z) 
( f i r s t  launch )  and what c o u rses  d id  they  f o l lo w  from 
t h a t  time th rough  th e  time of  the  l a s t  s t r i k e :

’■■SEGRET—
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Answer: The USS T lconderoga steam ed v a r io u s  c o u r se s  In  the  
v i c i n i t y  o f  I t s  a s s ig n e d  R econ n aissan ce P o in t  
(16 -04N , 1 1 0 -1 6 e ) .  The USS C o n s t e l la t io n  steam ed to 
th e  S ou th -E ast from an i n i t i a l  p o s i t io n  o f  17-34N , 
111-34E .

Q u estion

Answer:

What a re  th e  o p e r a t io n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  th r ee  
ty p e s  o f  a i r c r a f t  u sed ; speed (" O p era tio n a l,"  
maximum), ordnance c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  range, n a v ig a t io n  
(bad w e a th e r ), e t c .?

A^C -  CARRIER COMBAT AIRCRAFT CAPABILITIES 
J e t  a t ta c k  A/C
Radius  ̂ 500 NM w ith  i n f l i g h t  r e f u e l in g  
True A ir  Speed -  431 KTS 
Combat Speed -  532 KTS 
Ordnance - T o ta l W eight 7000 LB 
Ordnance Racks A v a ila b le  -  2

BOMB LOAD COMBINATION

1
3
3
3

2000# LD 
1000# GP 
1000# LD 

500# GP

8
3

18
3

500# LD 
250# GP 
250# LD
220/ 260#  FRAGS

INCENDIARY

3 -  lOOOf 
3 -  500?
MISSILES

MK 79 
MK 77

3 -  BULLPUP 
 ̂ -  SIDE WINDERS

8 -  ZUNI
55 - 2 . 7 5 " F o ld in g  F in  A ir c r a ft  R ockets  

GUNS

2 - 2QMM 100 Rounds/Gun

INFLIGHT REFUEL

YES

DROP TANKS

YES
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The Bomb Load, M is s i le  Load, and number o f  guns w i l l  
vary  a cco rd in g  to  th e  m iss io n  a s s ig n e d .

AlH - CARRIER COMBAT AIRCRAFT CAPABILITIES
P r o p e l l e r  d r iv e n  A/d
R adius -  561 NM
True A ir  Speed -  I 70 KTS
Combat Speed -  266 KTS
Ordnance -  T o ta l W eight 8 6 OO LB
Ordnance S ta t io n s  A v a ila b le  -  1^

BOMB LOAD COMBINATIONS

3 - 2000# GP/LD 15 -  250#  LD
3 -  1000# GP/LD 15 -  100# GP

11 - 500#  GP/LD 15 -  250 / 260#  FRAGS
11 -  250#  GP 15 -  100# FRAGS

INCENDIARY BOMBS

9 -  500#  CLUSTER
3 -  1 0 0 #  MK, 79
3 -  750#  MK 7 7 -0
9 -  500#  MK 77-1

MISSILES

12 -  5" HVAR
8 - AERO 7D 2 . 7 5  PFAR 19 R ockets to  POD - T o ta l 152 
8 -  AERO 6A ro c  PAG 7 Rockets/POD - 56 T ota l

GUNS

 ̂ - 20MM 200 RDS/GUN -  T o ta l 8 OO RDS 

INFLIGHT REFUEL 

NO

DROP TANKS 

YES

The Bomb Load and M is s i le  Load w i l l  vary  w ith  m is s io n .
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f 8d /e  c a r r ie r  combat a i r c r a f t  c a p a b i l i t i e s

J e t  d r iv en  .A/C
Radius 320 NM
True A ir Speed -  495
Combat Speed -  570
Ordnance -  T o ta l W eight -  400C^

BOMB LOAD COMBINATIONS

2  

2 

2  

8 

12  

200(^  GP 
200C^ LD 
lOOC^ LD 

500#  LD 
250# LD

MISSILES

2 BULLPUP ( f BE only)
4 -  SIDEWINDERS 
8 -  ZUNI

guns

4 -  20MM 144 ROUNDS/GUN 

INFLIGHT REFUELING 

YES 

DROP TANKS

Q u estio n  6 ;

Answer:

Q u estion  7?

Answer!

NO

The Bomb Load, M is s i le  Load, and Number o f  Guns w i l l  
vary  a cco r d in g  to  th e  m iss io n  a s s ig n e d .

;What i s  th e  b a s is  f o r  sa y in g  th e  North V ietnam ese had 
p ick ed  up th e  a t ta c k in g  a i r c r a f t  on radar a t  11:34?

The a i r c r a f t  c a r r ie r s  were w ith in  th e  radar coverage  
range o f  known Communist sh o re -b a sed  rad ar .

Which o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  had been p ick ed  up in  th a t t im e , 
where were th e y , and how did th e  North V ietnam ese know 
th e y  were about to  conduct a s t r ik e  (r a th e r  than f l y in g  
co v er  or p a t r o l l in g ) ?

D on't know. However, the North V ietnam ese had th e  
c a p a b i l i t y  to  p ic k  them up. We had to  assume th e y  
knew i t  and e v id en ce  in d ic a t e s  th a t  th ey  d id  know i t .  
Standard a i r  d e fe n se  p roced u res should  r e a c t  to  a ra id  
o f  t h i s  s i z e ;  we know th e  ChiComs have such p ro ced u res .

SECRET

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-

-

-

-

-



_SE£!BEaC

Q ues t ion  8 j When was th e  d e c i s i o n  made to  conduct  th e  s t r i k e s ,  
and why w eren ’t  t h e y  made e a r l i e r ?

Answer; a .  Message o f  e x e c u t io n  was JCS 7720 to  CINCPAC, DTG
^0'42119Z ( 5 :19  p.m. EDT,  ̂ Aug 6k)

The O p e ra t io n a l  Commander's o u t l i n e  p la n  had g iven  
r e a c t i o n  t im es  f o r  s e l e c t e d  s i z e s  o f  s t r i k e s .  The 
t ime was 9 hou rs  f o r  t h i s  s i z e ,  which in c lu d ed  
b r i e f i n g  th e  p i l o t s ,  arming th e  a i r c r a f t  and f l i g h t  
t ime to  t a r g e t s .  T h is  was ach ieved  and even s u r ­
passed  .

Q u es t io n  9 » Why w e r e n ' t  a l l  t h e  s t r i k e s  s im u l ta n e o u s .

Answers T h is  was th e  O p e ra t io n a l  Commander's c h o ic e .  He
n'eeded to  be a b l e  to  r e c y c l e  some a i r c r a f t  b e fo re  
d a rk n e s s .

I t  was assumed t h a t  a i r c r a f t  p re s en c e  was known 
anyway.

Q u es t ion

Answer:

Q u es t ion

Answer;

Q u es t io n

Answer:

Q u es t io n

Answer:

1 0 : Did any o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  t h e  s t r i k e s  
f l y  more th a n  one s o r t i e ,  and i f  so, how many and why?

Twentyone a i r c r a f t  were r e c y c l e d  in  o r d e r  to  augment 
th e  t o t a l  e f f o r t .

11: Were t h e  two c a r r i e r  t a s k  f o r c e s  c ap ab le  o f  mounting 
th e  a t t a c k  on a l l  o b j e c t i v e s  when th e  d e c i s i o n  was 
made, and i f  n o t ,  why no t?

Yes. They were i n  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  th e  p rep lanned  
r e a c t i o n  t ime and,  i n  f a c t ,  d id  make th e  a t t a c k .

1 2 ; Did th e  f a i l u r e  to  make a l l  s t r i k e s  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  
a f f e c t  th e  su c c e s s  o f  th e  l a t e r  s t r i k e s ?

Some o f  th e  l a t e r  s t r i k e s  were more s u c c e s s f u l  th an  
t h e  e a r l i e r  ones .

1 3 : Compare th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  e a r l i e r  s t r i k e s  
conducted  by a i r c r a f t  from TICONDEROGA w i th  th e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  l a t e r  s t r i k e s  conducted  by 
CONSTELLATION a i r c r a f t .

See a t t a c h e d  com pos i t ion  c h a r t .

-SBCKET’
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Q u estlon  1^

Answer;

Q u estion  15!

Answer:

Do we know w hether any North V ietnam ese p a tr o l c r a f t  
were a b le  to  put to  sea  or  o th e r w ise  evade a t ta c k  
by reason  o f  (a )  th e  99 m inu tes w arning; (b ) th e  la p s e  
o f  tim e betw een s t r ik e s ?

We d o n 't  know, how ever, o f  t h e i r  In v en to ry  o f  ^2 b o a ts  
more than h a l f  were sunk p r  damaged.

Was th e  a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  more In te n se  by reason  o f  
(a )  th e  99 m in u tes w arning; (b ) th e  la p s e  o f  tim e  
betw een s t r ik e s ?

Did n o t  appear to  make any n o t ic e a b le  o v e r - a l l  d i f ­
f e r e n c e .  See a tta c h e d  a n a ly s is  by t a r g e t s .

Q u estion  l 6 : The LOG CHAO ra id  app ears to  be r e l a t i v e l y  l e s s
s u c c e s s f u l ,  i . e . ,  one a i r c r a f t  l o s t ,  one damaged, 
o n ly  two p a tr o l  c r a f t  ou t o f  s ix  h i t .  Why?

Answer: LOG GHAO had o n ly  n in e  a i r c r a f t  w h ile  HON GAY, fo r  
exam ple, had 1^ w ith  tw ic e  a s  many j e t s .  T h is may 
have made a d i f f e r e n c e .

-SECRET-

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-




I iNaMHOViir

<
iq
w
m

§
o

<t;
o
cc
w
o
:s;o
o

iz;o
w
H
Pi<;

o
o

H

& 
p; c I 
pi
v

iz;o
w
H
K

Pli
so
O
Ph
o
CO
m

H

o

eh

o

Eh
1)W

I Cq Eh 
Ci3 O  M
W C5 
eh >H 
<t; P̂  C 
O  O  EH

Eh

O
c

Eh eh 
fo  COo o 
<t; iq

CO
M

• p̂  o
S  CO

W B 
Ph

EH
M
P̂<;
Eh
'NC
>o

(D
x:
o
CO
0pq

LAt

o o

0 rH

O

VO

00
I

Ph

■3;
C!3
o
K

W

O
o

CO
CO

§
c
§>

oo

oo

VD

o

OJ

-:t
I<c;

12:
o
K

CO

O
O O O  OJ

o
H

CO Eh 
W  H

Eh : 1 Eh !
S  CO 

EH <q O
Ph : 1 PM 1 Ph EH PM

; ! S  !
C5 O  1 e s  1 ct! O  C
P-l Ph . 1: 

1
Ph I 

1
Ph Ph <

Ci3
I

OJ LT\

so
co^ 
M H S  CO 
? o 
Eh 04

iJ <i: o <t:pL, <q

r l O  O  O  O

OOO o o

^00

0 0 ^  tH 
I I IPh <t; <

CO 
I I

pq <

H
K
Eh
CO

p
S
C\J

LO

LT\

LT\ LT\

Eh
P-i

C!3

O O

Eh
Ph

c5
P4

rH O

rH O

o

I-i-̂
<  <;

LT\

rH  ̂
I i.“a; 3;

O

<

CO

o
o
CO

C5
is;
S

P<;
K
o
o
o

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

= 

- -

-

-

-
= 

-

=
­

. 



ANALYSIS BY TARGETS; (QUESTION #1 5 )

/V IN H  -  1 s t  s t r ik e  TOT 051325H  
2nd s t r ik e  TOT 0516^5H

CTG 7 7 .5  O5131OZ f i n a l  summary rep orted  m oderate AAA f i r e  
du rin g  1 s t  s t r i k e .  Two-gun AAA p o s i t io n  near s to r a g e  area  
str u c k  and d e s tr o y e d .

During 2nd s t r ik e  rep o rted  heavy c o n c e n tr a t io n  AAA f i r e  from  
a 6 -gun p o s i t i o n  w hich was h i t  and 5 guns d e s tr o y e d .

Conclude th a t  d e fe n s e s  were n e i th e r  s tr o n g  nor a l e r t  d u rin g  ■ 
1 s t  s t r i k e .  A d d it io n a l AAA guns a p p a r a it ly  brought in to  p o s i t io n  
a f t e r  1 s t  s t r i k e .

\/quANG KHE - TOT O51315H

CTG 7 7 . 5  0 5 1 3 1 0Z rep o rted  one a i r c r a f t  h i t  by s in g le  .30  
c a l .  No i n j u r i e s  o r  o th e r  a i r c r a f t  h i t .

Conclude th a t  AA d e fe n se  was n e i th e r  a l e r t  nor e f f e c t i v e .

/lO C  CHAO - TOT O51525H

CTG 7 7 . 6  O5IOOOZ and 051330Z s t r ik e  PLASH r ep o r t rep orted  AA 
f i r e  from b o a ts .

One group str u c k  by A-'ij's en countered  m oderate 20-mm f i r e .

One group s tr u c k  by A - l ' s  encountered  l i g h t  37-mm f i r e  and 
heavy AAMG f i r e .

S ix  b o a ts  were lo c a te d  in  two groups o f  3 b o a ts  each a p p ro x i­
m a te ly  6 m ile s  a p a r t . Conclude th a t  s in c e  b o a ts  were n o t under­
way th a t  th e y  had n o t  been a le r t e d .

HON GAY -  TOT 0515^OH

CTG 7 7 . 6  f i n a l  s i t r e p  051^30Z rep o rted :

5 b o a ts  ob served  in  harb or, A -^ 's  made f i r s t  a t ta c k  fo llo w ed  
by A -1 »s who ob served  b o a ts  underway.

A ll  a i r c r a f t  ex p er ien ced  m oderate to  in te n s e  l i g h t  AA f i r e  
from numerous p o s i t io n s  lo c a te d  on 50 f t .  h i l l  o v e r lo o k in g  harbor  
and from machine guns on a l l  b o a ts  throughout th e  a t ta c k .

S E G R E ^  ^  ^
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Conclude th a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  th a t  in  th e  ap p rox im ate ly  2 
hour in t e r v a l  betw een th e  f i r s t  s t r ik e  a t  Vinh and th e  TOT a t  Hon 
Gay AA d e fe n se  f o r c e s  a t  Hon Gay were a le r t e d .  T h is p o s s i b i l i t y  
i s  weakened, how ever, by th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  b o a ts  d id  not g e t  
underway u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  s t r ik e  s ta r t e d .  B est n ava l p r a c t ic e  
would have c a l le d  f o r  hav in g  th e  b o a ts  d is p e r s e  or underway 
p r io r  to  th e  s t r i k e .

HON ME armed r e c c e  TOT 051715H

B oats may have been a le r t e d ,  but d e fe n se  was i n e f f e c t i v e  
r e g a r d le s s .

-SEeRET- 2 ATTACHMENT 2
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UPI A157N HC 
URGENT
2ND NIGHT LEAD GOLDWATER (A138N)
BT JOHN GOLDSMITH 

UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 
BALBOA, C A L IF ., AUG. U (U P I) REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE BARRY 

M. GOLDtfATER TONIGHT EXPRESSED STRONG SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S 
COURSE OF ACTION IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIA C R ISIS , INCLUDING USE OF DIRECT 
MILITARY AIR ACTION AGAINST NORTH VIET NAM GUNBOATS AND SUPPORTING
F̂ ILITIEg:--------------------------------  --------  “ -------

" I  BELIE7E IT  IS  THE ONLY THING HE CAN DO UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES,"
SAID GOLEWATER IN  A BRIEF PREPARED STATEMENT ISSUED AFTER A PERSONAL 
TELEPHONE CALL FROM THE PRESIDENT OUTLINING HIS POLICY.

"WE CANNOT ALLOW THE AMERICAN FLAG TO BE SHOT AT ANYWHERE ON EARTH 
I F  WE ARE TO RETAIN OUR RESPECT AND PRESTIGE," SAID THE ARIZONA 
SENATOR, WHO LONG HAS BEEN AN ADVOCATE OF A FIRMER POLICY IN  SOUTHEAST 
ASIA.

" I  AM SURE THAT EVERY AMERICAN WILL SUBSCRIBE TO THE ACTIONS OUTLINED 
IN THE PRESIDENT"S STATEMENT," GOLDWATER SAID.

GOLDWATER"S RESPONSE ACTUALLY WAS RELEASED ALMOST AN HOUR BEFORE THE 
PRESIDENT WENT BEFORE THE NATION TO SPELL OUT THE STEPS HE TOOK TO MEET 
THE C R ISIS , WHICH FOLLOWED A SECOND ATTACK ON U .S . DESTROYERS. w a  i :x o i A 

GOLDWATCR, BEFORE WARDING A CHARTERBP HANE TONIGHT FOR WASHINGTON, ‘
D .C .,  WAS ASKED I F  THE PRESIDENT ASKED HIS SUPPORT.

" I  TOLD HIM I  THOUGHT ALL AMERICANS WOULD STAND BEHIND HIS 
DECISION," SAID GOLDWATER, HIS FLIGHT ON THE CHARTERED DRUMMOND GULF
STREAM WAS EXPECTED TO REACH WASHINGTON, D. C . ,  ABOUT 7 A.M. EDT.

GOLDWATER AIDES CONFIRMED A SERIES OF THREE TELEPHONE ATTEMPTS 
BY THE PRESIDENT TO REACH SENATOR GOLDWATER WHEN HE WAS ABOARD THE YACHT 
SUNDANCE, UNAWARE OF TODAY'S ATTACK ON U .S . DESTROYERS BY NORTH VIET 
NAM GUNBOATS.

WHEN GOLDWATER DID LEARN OF THE PRESIDENT’S EFFORTS TO REACH HIM, HE 
RETURNED ON THE YACHT AND MADE A TELEPHONE CALL AT 7 :0 7  P.M . PDT 
TO THE PRESIDENT.

ASKED TONIGHT WHAT HAD HAPPENED, GOLDWATER SAID "THE PRESIDENT 
CALLED ME AND WE TALKED." HIS AIDES EXPLAINED THE CHRONOLOGY OF JOHN
SON'S THREE ATTEMPTS TO REACH GOLDWATER AND THE LATTER'S SUBSEQUENT 
TELEPHONE CALL TO THE PRESIDENT.
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O F F IC E  OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

2 1 A u g  64

MEMO FOR M r .  C a l i f a n o

M r .  B u n d y 's  s e c r e t a r y  c a l l e d .
In  a n s w e r  t o  y o u r  q u e s t io n !  E x a c t l y  

w h a t  t i m e  th e  P r e s i d e n t  t a l k e d  to  S e n a t o r  
G o l d w a t e r .  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  t h a t  h e  t a l k e d  

t o  S e n a t o r  G o ld w a te r  o n  A u g u s t  4 th  a t  
10:06 p. m..

E v e ly n
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lOIM eSE 0 1 ? / /

21 August 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF

S u b je c t;  Complete lo g  e n t r ie s  and taped c o n v e r sa tio n s  
from August 04 /1739  EDT to  05 /0111  EDT 
handled th ru  NMCC c o n s o le .

1 . In  accordan ce w ith  your r e q u e st  a tta ch ed  h e r e to  I s
an e x tr a c t  o f  a l l  lo g  e n t r ie s  made in  th e  Emergency A ction s  
s e c t io n  from August 04 /1739  EDT to  05 /0111  EDT. VThere 
c o n v e r sa t io n s  are record ed  on tape a b r i e f  o f  th e  co n v er­
s a t io n  i s  in d ic a te d . In  a d d it io n  th e  o r ig in a l  lo g  i s  
a v a i la b le  in  th e  EA Room fo r  your p e r u sa l th a t  r e f l e c t s  
th o se  e n t r ie s  and taped c o n v e r sa t io n s  p r io r  to  and a f t e r  
th e  tim es in d ic a te d  above. Those c o n v e r sa t io n s  you s e l e c t  
to  hear are read y to  be p layed  in  th e  EA Room.

2 . In  a d d it io n  to  th e  taped c o n v e r sa t io n s  above. C aptain  
W illm an, J -3  E x e cu tiv e  O f f ic e r ,  has been w orking on a 
com p lete  documented ca se  h i s t o r y  w ith  maps, TWXs, memos, 
e t c . ,  o f  th e  Tonkin Bay in c id e n t  and t h i s  in fo rm a tio n  i s  
r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le .

Copy to :
J -3

FOR C F F I C f l U S [ C l Y
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FOR OFFIOiM I / C L

4 A ugust 1964 z 
TUa^el---------------

EA CHRONOLOQICAL LOQ

C-O-P-Y

TIME (Z ) BVBNT & ACTION TAKEN

6 ')Pn\
'2207

2207

2215

2231

2235

2240
•>

2257

2318

2339

2346

5 Augu

0001

Adra Sharp to  Gen B u r c h ln a l. Gen B u rch ln a l had read m essage  
r e fe r r e d  to  e a r l i e r .  Launch tim e i s  0700 lo c a l  tim e out 
t h e r e .  DDO m on itored . (CDR ALLISON)(A)

Adm Sharp t o  Gen B u r c h ln a l. S i t u a t io n  r ep o r t ( a d d it io n a l  fo r c e s  
from  th e  n o r t h ) . (D u p lic a te  o f  2139Z e n tr y .)  (mAJ BACCI)

Lt Col M ich ela  d ir e c te d  th a t  in fo rm a l m essage be s e n t  to  CINCPAC 
s t a t in g  t h a t  we are  h o ld in g  EMATS l i n e  u n t i l  fu r th e r  n o t i c e .

(GAPT SCHNEIDER)

Adm Sharp to  Gen B u r c h ln a l. A "go" s i t u a t i o n  ----  Y es . S u p r es-
s in g  f i r e  p a r t o f  d e a l .  P r e ss  w i l l  n o t  g e t  word u n t i l  we have  
Pac f o r c e s  o f f  t a r g e t  (2 1 00Q ). Nr 37 w i l l  be coming p r e t t y  
soon , p e r ta in s  to  a l e r t s  & d ep loym en ts. (CDR ALLISON)(A)

Mr McNaughton to  Lt R ip b eger  (D IA ). D e s ir e s  C h in ese A ir  Order 
o f  B a t t le  ( c a l l i n g  f o r  Mr McNamara a t  WH). (MAJ BACCI) (C)

Lt R ip b eger  t o  WHSR (Mr M cNaughton). R eferen ce  h i s  r e q u e st  in  
2207 e n tr y . D ata i s  in  Gold Room. He w i l l  g e t  i t  and c a l l  
b ack . (MAJ BACCI) (A)

SACSA DO inform ed by CCOC t o  come in  t o  P en tagon .
(CDR ALLISON)(B)

J -5  DO inform ed to  come i n .

J -4  DO inform ed to  come i n .  (N ot record ed )

(CDR ALLISON)(B) 

(CDR ALLISON)

Eur DO to  Pac D esk . R eferen ce  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t in  Pac a r e a .
Pac Desk inform ed Eur DO th a t  s i t u a t io n  r e p o r t  was in  p r o c e ss  
o f  b e in g  r e le a s e d .  (MAJ BACCI) (D)

Eur Desk, t o  a l l  SWRs & ANMCC. R eferen ce  Congo* Congo Army 
s u c c e s s f u l  a g a in s t  r e b e ls ;  p la n  to  co n tin u e  a t ta c k  tom orrow.

(MAJ BACCI) , (D)

C ol R ogers t o  CCOC. A sk ing  th e  l a t e s t  s t a t u s .  Answer: g o in g  
ahead a s p la iin ed . No r e p o r ts  a s y e t .  (CDR ALLISON) (A)

DDO to  S i l v e r  D o lla r  & Z e n ith . P la c in g  n on -d u ty  team s on t e l e ­
phone a l e r t .  No comments to  be made. When TV announcement i s  
made, th e y  are  to  check  back to  s e e  i f  th e y  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d .

(CDR ALLISON)

DDO (Gen Wisman) in sti* u cted  EA t o  m a in ta in  an open KY-9 l in e  
t o  Pac DO. (CDR ALLISON)(A)

Pac Desk t o  Pac DO. R eferen ce  CTG 7 7 .6  msg DTG 04 /1759Z . DDO 
in  co n fer en ce  a t  OOOOZ r e q u e s t in g  t a k e - o f f  in f o  e t c  ASAP.

(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

t  1964

EA Team 3 r e l ie v e d  EA Team 5,  how ever, th e y  are  s t i l l  on d u ty .
(TSGT MCELROY)
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TIME
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o s  /a /

"0005

0005

0012

0015

0017

0047

0104

0127

0 l4 0

0142

0155

0157

0159

0223

KSfsrs«.Tr,j*.t.r5?

Gen W heeler to  Gen B u rch in a l — Gen W heeler i s  in  P r e s id e n ts  
o u te r  o f f i c e j  p a ss  any word to  Gen W heeler In  WH C ab in et Room.

(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Norad to  NMCC & APCP. Subsystem s t e s t  a t  OO3OZ.
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Lant Desk t o  JRC, CIA, S t a t e  Ops, WHSR & a l l  SWRs. Yankee 
Team lau n ch  In form atlori. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

WHSR to  Lant D esk . Where I s  th e  Yankee Team launched from? 
Answer: from 7 7 -5 .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen Humfeld to  Gen B lan ch ard . Do n o t have #  3 7 -6 4 , w i l l  come 
up on KY-9 and t a l k .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

C ol R o g ers , Chairm an's o f f i c e ,  t o  CCOC. Any in fo r m a tio n  yet?  
Answer: n o t y e t .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Mr McNamara t o  Adm Sharp . R eq u estin g  tim in g  on Ops O rder. Adm 
Sharp t o  c a l l  back t o  Mr McNamara's o f f i c e .  DDO m on itored .

(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

DDO r eq u e sted  a v o ic e  c i r c u i t  w ith  Amb T a y lo r  in  S a ig o n .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Unable to  h ear  S a ig o n  (Amb T a y lo r) and r eq u ested  S a igon  DO to  
s t a y  on th e  l i n e  and when i t  c le a r s  up, c a l l  w i l l  be com pleted  
to  Gen W heeler. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Adm Sharp t o  Mr McNamara w ith  tim e o f  lau n ch  o f  a i r  s t r ik e  
fo r c e s ;  0200Z. Time on ta r g e t ;  0400Z. Adm^Sharp a d v is e s  
a g a in s t  P r e s id e n t ia l  r e le a s e  o f  in f o r m a t io n ^  Adm Sharp to  
keep Mr McNamara inform ed a s to  p r o g r e s s .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(C)

Adm Sharp to  Mr McNamara. S t r ik e  fo r c e s  are  t o  a t ta c k  any  
p la c e  on t h i s  m iss io n  a f t e r  th e  s t r ik e  i s  com p leted , go back  
t o  t h e i r  th r e e  m ile  l im i t  f o r  p a t r o l .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(C)

•

Pac O perator t o  Mr McNamara. Amb T a y lo r  n o t a v a i la b le j  he i s  
w ith  PM. Mr McNamara sa id  h e ’ l l  ta k e  th e  c a l l  o n ly  i f  Amb 
T a y lo r  i s  on th e  l i n e .  (CDR NORTH) (A)

Gen R eaves to  DDO. For in f o  on lau n ch  o f  s t r ik e  f o r c e .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Adm M ustin  t o  DDO f o r  same a s 0 l4 0 Z . (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen Sweeney to  Gen B u r c h in a l. Movement o f  SAC fo r c e s  to  
P a c i f i c .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(C)

Gen Manhart f o r  th e  DDO (Gen W isman). W  s t r i k e .
(CDR NORTH) (A)

P r io r i t y  One c a l l  from S a igon  f o r  Mr McNamara. A u d ib i l i t y  to o
low and Mr McNamara c a n c e lle d  c a l l .  (CDR NORTH) (B)

Gen Sweeny, P ac, to  Gen M cPherson, J - 3 .  Gen McPherson in  DDO’ s 
o f f i c e .  R egard ing r e la y  in  r e c e ip t  o f  m essage ad d ressed  " a c tio n  
CINCSTRIKE h q tr s .  (CDR NORTH) (A)

C-O-P-Y
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226
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0323

0327.

0334

Mr McNamara to  Adm Sharp . Re laun ch  t im e s . No p o s i t i v e  in fo  
y e t .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen Ryan t o  Col Liedman. Non r e c e ip t  o f  JOS m essa g es .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(C)

Mr McNamara t o  Adm Sharp . R eq u estin g  p r o g r e ss  r e p o r t .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(C)

WH c a l l i n g  DDO (Gen C l i f t o n  f o r  DDO). Launch tim es o f  c a r r ie r  
s t r i k e s .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(B)

Gen R eaves to  DDO. Re p r o g r e ss  r e p o r t , none y e t .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen W ilson  (S tr ik e )  t o  DDO. Re in c r e a s e  in  r e a d in e s s  o f  f o r c e s .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

NA Desk to  CINCAL DO. Re t o n ig h t ' s  OPSUM. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

DDO t o  Gen W h eeler. Gen W heeler i s  in  Mr McNamara's o f f i c e .
C a ll  n o t co m p leted . (CDR NORTH) (A)

DDO t o  Gen B u r c h in a l. Re " g e t t in g  a ir b o r n e " . W on't be la u n ch in g  
im m ed ia te ly  b ecau se  o f  bad w ea th er . (CDR NORTH) (A)

lATE ENTRY -  Adm M ustin  t o  CCOC & DDO. B r ie f in g  on laun ch  t im e s .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Mr McNamara t o  Adm Sharp . R eq u estin g  in f o  on launch  t im e s , n o t  
confirm ed  y e t .  (DDO m o n ito r e d ). (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

DDO t o  Gen B u r c h in a l. Re s t r ik e  w eath er  and laun ch  t im e s .
(CDR NORTH) (A)

Adm Sharp to  Mr McNamara. 1 s t  p la n e s  o f f  a t , 0 2 4 3 ,' ta k e  o f f  in  
two w aves, s lo w e s t  f i r s t .  LUTTRELL) (D)

EA t o  DDO. S u g g ested  p la y b a ck . (MAJ LUTTRELL)

Pac DO t o  Pac D esk . T icon deroga  1 s t  TOT O5IOZ, based on TO 0243Z, 
h as been g iv e n  t o  Mr McNamara. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

P layed  back 0320 e n tr y  t o  DDO. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Pac Desk t o  a l l  SWRs, S ta te  Ops,. WHSR & CIA. P ie r c e  Arrow 
n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  1 s t  A/C o f f  T icon deroga  a t  0243Z. E stTO T  
O5 IOZ. (CDR NORTH) (A)

Gen W heeler in  Mr McNamara's o f f i c e .  C a ll
(CDR NORTH) (A)

DDO to  Gen W heeler, 
n o t com p leted .

DDO t o  Adm(Miners Re A/C ta k e  o f f s  from  c a r r ie r s .
(MAJ LUTTRELL) (D)

DDO to  Gen R ea v es . A/C a re  a ir b o r n e .

C-O-P-Y
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0430

/o 4 4 ^

0448

0502

0511

DDO to  Gen B u r c h ln a l’s o f f i c e .  No answ er. DDO r eq u e sted  we 
r in g  Gen B u r c h ln a l's  o f f i c e  e v er y  m inute on th e  m inute and 
th en  b r in g  him In  on h i s  h o t l i n e .  (CDR NORTH) (A)

DDO to  Gen B u rch in a l (MM88) . Gen B u rch in a l w i l l  be in  NMCC in  
a few m in u te s . (MAJ LUTTRELL) (D)

Gen B u rch in a l to  Gen W ilson  ( S t r i k e ) . RE para (b) o f  JCS m essage  
w a it  u n t i l  g iv e n  p o l i t i c a l  c le a r a n c e . (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

v n iite  House S i t u a t io n  Room t o  P a c i f i c  D esk . RE t a k e - o f f  tim e o f  
TICONDEROGA A ir c r a f t .  (CDR NORTH) (A)

A dm Sharp to  Gen W heeler, Gen B u rch in a l in  c o n fe r e n c e . RE 
T arget change due t o  w ea th er , d is ta n c e  and r e c y c l in g  o f  a i r c r a f t .

(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen W heeler to  Adm Sharp, DDO m o n ito red . RE poor n o rth ern  
w ea th er , d is ta n c e  v ery  lo n g , p r o x im ity  to  n o r th ern  co u n try .

(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

PAC Desk t o  PAG DO. RE niamber o f  a i r c r a f t  a irb o rn e  on s t r i k e .
CTP 77 m essage DTG 050300Z g iv e s  b e s t  p ic tu re.(C D R  NORTH) (A)

PAC DO t o  PAC Desk c a l l i n g  a t t e n t io n  to  CTG 9 2 .1  m essage, DTG 
050300Z. (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

N orth  Am erican D esk to  W hite House S i t u a t io n  Room, RE YANKEE 
TEAM R ecovery  R ep o rt. R ecovered a t  O3OOZ a t  CUBI P T ., P . I .

(MAJ LUTTRELL) (D)

PAC Desk t o  S e r v ic e  War Rooms, S ta t e  Ops, CIA and JRC w ith  
YANKEE TEAM R ecovery  R ep o rt. (CDR NORTH) (A)

CUBANA P l ig h t  4?7 d ep arted  Gander a t  0350Z. 7 + 1 7  en rou te  to  
Havana, 10 + 11 f u e l .  Over w a ter  r o u te . CINCLANT DO and LANT 
SOUTH d e sk  c o p ie d . (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Col F r e id r ic k  t o  PAC Desk RE L o ca tio n  o f  p la c e  in  JCS 7 7 20 .
(MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Gen W heeler to  Adm Sh arp . RE r e - c y c le in g  o f  20 a i r c r a f t  t o  th e  
same t a r g e t s .  R equ est l im ite d  to  0300EDT l a t e s t  t a k e - o f f  t im e .

(CDR NORTH) (A)

Gen W heeler t o  Adm Sharp . RE r e c y c le  a l l  a i r c r a f t  th e y  can u n t i l  
0400E D T ... "then knock i t  o f f " .  (MAJ LUTTRELL)(D)

Mr. Vance t o  h i s  q u a r te r s  . . .  he i s  g o in g  to  s ta y  th e  n ig h t  in  
th e  P en tagon . (CDR NORTH) (A)

PAC DO t o  Col Moody. RE KY-9 c a l l  and i t  w i l l  be tak en  in  CAC 
by PAC D esk . (CDR NORTH) (D)

PAC DO to  C ol Sm ith in  SEC DEP's o f f i c e .  RE Time over  T a r g e ts .  
P ir s t  TOT O515Z. D e t a i l s  by KY-9. (CDR NORTH) (A)
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 * T l H j P < i e  i §  A  s  A M o a f s i f   ̂ A f  P d \ i ^ 7 .  . © ^ f e t  ^ s w t e   „ 

/«i Cac7 A-rn^chr ^0
R f c f i r i . t I ( I Q  H i o t 7 / I . i y o ^ c  V m T I L  .  T U B  A ^ , a  < ^ l r  i S

ccc n aitiiO TO &i)o.t.^i/ve^j 
___OA±\i±\relT. .  ̂ io///_̂ <̂5L_‘:/y.6_6o.^____  .

___ kOs>. . _Tff.«A/ .(9 S /N 5 ... *7 H /}/Lf t4j hs 'TUC' L̂ f sJM Cri cooc  ̂  „. _

. .^^^e A.ccQi±r?ji5Lej)  ̂ 3n^  ___ ( i^ spo>^v$  T h a z _______________________

"LT ouill de -TlbWT *' 1^07 ' T  li+<N.a s o ." . T  4/? P Tti*

5u.6li^'i75...ly: ^ - 7 ...«^ Afcrss^'? i   ̂ lis  . c le ,  so a s .  

0 ^  , T^/p .41 p r „ fio <̂„ 4  ̂ ^'tQ.Lr<& ^  ^ hS ti
WF 
/

J I H  4 7  / iQ O t  ?  T O I ^  a l l  U.V ^ /  /«> ^/T? / V  r j ^ e  

_____ i T C l t x B S _____________ ____ ___________________________  ____________________ ___

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

______________________ - - - - ___ ___________ ____ 

_ - - _____  _  

______  “  ------------ - _________________________  - ~ _________________  

' 

_____ - - ' _______ 



______ _____ ______________________________________________________

___________________ ___________ _______ "TH A)J1 CjC  < r  < i) _

______A'vo iivinc^ re  b t h a '^ Som<̂  /!oa)Po<;io a). feŷ t«b>T.,c o o p a ________
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CHROHOLOGY OF EVENTS OF AUGUST h - ^ ,  196k
TONKIN GULF STRIKE

( TIMES,^a£ELE. D. 
^GUST^thf

7 :^ 0  AMr- The MADDOX r e p o r t s  thaW  from  a c t io n s  b e i-wg ta k e n  by

»c^

u n id e n t i f i e d  Y e s s e ls ^ (^ a tta c k  ap p ea rs  im m in e rr^  The MADDOX i s  head in g  

s o u th e a s t  n e a r  th e  c e n te r  o f  th e  G u lf o f  Tonkin in  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a te rs  

a p p ro x im a te ly  65 m ile s  from  n e a r e s t  la n d .

8:36 AM.-^"The MADDOX e s ta b l i s h e s  new r a d a r  contac-^  w ith  two u n id e n t i f i e d  

s u r fa c e  v e s s e ls  and th r e e  u n id e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t .  A t t h i s  t im e , U .S . f i g h t e r  

a i r c r a f t  a re  la u n ch ed  from  th e  USS TICONDEROGA to  rendezvous w ith  th e  MADDOX 

and th e  TURNER JOY to  p ro v id e  p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  p o s s ib le  a t t a c k  from  th e  

im id e n t i f ie d  v e s s e ls  and a i r c r a f t ,  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t ’ s p r e

v io u s ly  is s u e d  d i r e c t i v e s .
7  ̂ — I" — -— —

 t STb: 11:^0
'• “ V

as r e p o r t s

McNamara, Vance, B u rc h in a l l  and th e  J o in t  S t a f f  m eet a t  th e  Pentagon

3)X*0 • Whe n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  grows more
aCT«lUT«©V POt.0<̂ 'iS WJtTH_________ I

in te n s ^  p o s s ib le  l e v e l s  o f  iiSimfmme'axe  d is c u s s e d ,  and 4* jjpaiawf* p o t e n t i a l
Aee H>6h an TrtS t_i^r A4ii tH 6 f>T 6oAT Aa/£) foC

t a r g e t s  im mBiwi wrocL. ^ 0  u n t i l  l l iî ft OM'.
ftOT *  

A I

9 :08 AM. The MADDOX r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e  T o n id en tified  a i r c r a f t  had d i s
60 r (spJJJ

ap p ea red  from  i t s  r a d a r  s c re e n  aaK> t h a t  th e  s u r fa c e  v e s s e ls  a re /re m a in in g  

a t  a  d i s ta n c e .  The U .S . a i r c r a f t  from  th e  TICONDEROGA a r r iv e  and commence 

d e fe n s iv e  p a t r o l  o ver th e  MADDOX and th e  TURNER JOY.
Alio
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c
9 :3 0  AM. A d d it io n a l  v e s s e ls  a re  o b serv ed  on th e  MADDOX rad ar/, and th e se

A
v e s s e ls  b e g in  to  c lo se  r a p id ly  on th e  d e s tro y e r  p a t r o l  a t  speeds in  ex cess

o f  +̂0 k n o ts .  10ie a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  co n tin u e  to  c lo se  r a p id ly  from  th e  w est
'TWe</« ia>t <»a>TiOWS Hcxrit-iS,

and so u th  asaaU he MADDOX popopto  iiaiionliionB omwo o T a l u a t o d  a o  hoo^ i . l 9 .
A.

9 :^ 2  AM. The d e s t ro y e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e y  a re  under co n tin u o u s  to rp e d o  

a t ta c k  and a re  engaged in  d e fe n s iv e  c o u n te r f i r e  a g a in s t  W orth V ietnam ese 

p a t r o l  b o a t s .

10 :1^  AM. The d e s tro y e r s  r e p o r t  j ^ t h a t  th e y  h ^  av o id ed  to rp e d o e s  ariC

-haB^^'sunk one o f  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .

1 0 ;04 AM. G en era l McKutcheon (CINCPAC J 3 )  c a l l s  G en era l B u rc h in a l l ,

who i s  th e n  in  Mr. McNamara's o f f i c e .  He says t h a t  th e  f l e e t  and th e  Task ForceA
have been  a l e r t e d  to  th e  t h r e a t .  The TICONDEROGA i s  a l e r t e d ,  and th e  CONSTELLATION 

had l e f t  Hong Kong y e s te rd a y .  G enera l B u rc h in a l l  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  CONSTELLATION
Wi l l  ^OOTH
wffluld be o rd e re d  to  move in to  p o s i t i o n  o f f  Nortt** V ietnam . He a l s o  t e l l s

0*y THfc OA
McKutcheon t h a t  a  p o s s ib le  r e t a l i a t j i « t  s t r i k e  i s  b e in g  c o n s id e re d /a g a in s t

N orth  Vietnam ^
O 0 T » » W W b  T M C

AyO THeCJi»«Ĉ

AM. ^ j 4 s s a g e J ^ S ^ j S to  CINCPAC gaL'WO Bo iSoiî fluIlics o f  engagem ent fio/^

t h a t  th e  CONSTELLATION be moved in to  th e  a re a  o f f  South V ietnam  ,
At

w ith  th e  e x a c t lo c a t io n  th e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  th e  Commander.

10 :42  AM. The d e s tro y e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e y  h a \i^ v a d e d  a d d i t io n a l  

to rp e d o e s  and harf sunk a n o th e r  o f  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .  O ther p r o te c t iv e

a i r c r a f t  has  a r r iv e d  o v erh ead , b u t  w ea th e r and d a rk n ess  a re  ham pering t h e i r
In THt Tb*lfrt»/ (Tuv̂

(The tim e i s  1 0 :^ 2  PM loafti. ifedm c.)

1 0 :^ 2  AM. The MADDOX r e p o r t s  t h a t  th e  d e s tro y e r s  a re  a g a in  under a t t a c k .
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10 :59  AM: Sharp  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l^ '^ h o  i s  s*fcarS^in McNamara's o f f i c e ^  

and a  d is c u s s io n  o f  p o s s ib le  t a r g e t s  f o r  a  retaliat(Sj83jf s t r i k e  ensue5 . B u rc h in a l 

in d ic a te s  t h a t  a  number o f  o p tio n s  a re  b e in g  c o n s id e re d . Sharp says t h a t  a

2«%U
'0 V I

I -
K -
Q

i s  coming in  t o  p ro v id e  needed  s u p p o r t. ?re i s  a ls o jiioouDojBan o f

s t r i k e  co u ld  be c a r r i e d  o u t on "yoiur say  so" Jand p o in t s  o u t t h a t  th e  CONSTELLATION^
TALic «t  h u ►1 «

p ro v id in g  th e  c a r r i e r s  w ith  a  m in ing  c a p a / i l i t y ,  w hi9h Mr fe e l  5̂ tv * ®

i s  im p o r ta n t . ACoMfr TH (^to*yr w evio  ^  |

l l ; l 8 AM. A dm iral' C h a rp r a ll^ '"Qrnriji'a l  Dm g h in a l m d gi 'voO"-k irm- q . o t a tu s
^  5 e e  t0 %wiur,

+ v . ^ . , , .......... ... ^i i.»M.i.iT»rn He' Ailvi'̂ LA Dul’ohinoil t h a t  ife c e n t

ijifoi'maliOTJ i n d i o a t e s t h a t  th e  NovWa ■VT'etiiam ea'e" rT  DuaLij Ui‘e usin g  "Gne !LALiC OWAO 

BuLuai'̂  dLA <11, b’SLyL'.

11 ;3 0  AM. C a r r ie r  CONSTELLATION re c e iv e s  p re l im in a ry  a l e r t

in g  m essage s t a t i n g  t h a t  f o r  p la n n in g  p u rp o ses

" tJ ie re  i s  a  s tro n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  you w i l l  be d i r e c te d  on s h o r t  n o t ic e  to  la y

1/̂

%
» 
t  J o 2f * © «
■<*. <n» e-

«  I
rVN

on armed re c c e  a t  se a  a g a in s t  Swatows o r r e p r i s a l  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  Swatow b a s e s ^  

such  a s  QUANG KHE, BEN THUY o r PHUC LO I." At t h i s  tim e , th e  CONSTELLATIOl
\S

NSTELLATIOl^

ion7^g^3tV_t__p ro c e e d in g  to  ,io in  th e  TICONDEROGA, m ead in g  in  a  SSW d i r e c t io n  
L^r V̂OMb ICOWb TMe OM -----------------

--- Jv, V 0^ f>0/trAli>OAJ
A t 11 :30  AM Bundy and Rusk a r r iv e  a t  th e  P en tagon  to  c o n s id e r  

\>iwAi Tt/e yJiS. Will Hoijj
n a tu y e  gr€  th o  T»ntni1 i n t i iot  ̂ wari m eet w ith  Vance and McNamara. In  th e  m eantim e,

iATKfil A
th e  J o i n t  C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  mmmi, in  a d jo in in g  room to recommended course

Of a c t io n .  McNamara i s  c l e a r  on one p o in t :  The s t r i k e  m ust be accom plished  

p ro m p tly , f o r  a  f a s t  re sp o n se  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  le s s o n  to  be d r iv e n  home

12 :0 0  Noon. The d e s t ro y e r s  r e p o r t  th a t^ ^ i r o n  t h 9W.jjk  to rp e d o e s  had been * ^ 1
TMAf J  n t r r l i f i r t l  --t* -- I

f i r e d  a t  thenfrTnSjTTiaa s u f f e r e d  oe h i t s  no r c a s u a l t i e s  ^aB^i fefeex %fee p fefen siv e  /  \
A j j  \

a i r c r a f t  from  th e  TI^NDEROGAjare i l lu m in a t in g  th e  a re a  and a t ta c k in g  th e

enemy s u r fa c e  c r a f t .  ^

I f t
3 \ id<vO

J  ‘7TI>1{aTio>J%
COA*iY K w.fH 4VO honoH ryi^ A0Oiriav>l o/»T/0V - /
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12 :22  PM, A dm iral Sharp c a l l s  G en era l B u rc h in a l and g iv e s  him a  s t a tu s

r e p o r t  on torped.o  f i r i n g s  a t  th e  d .e s tro y e rs . E s tim a te s  a re  t h a t  3 o  PT B oats

a re  engaged., w ith  two rep o rte d , sun l^  / f °  enemy a i r c r a f t  a re  rep o rte d , in  th e

area^*"**]!^rcraft from  th e  COWSHILLATIOW a re  on s t a t i o n  over th e  d e s t r o y e r s .

Sharp  a sk s  t h a t  th e  d e s tro y e r s  be g iv e n  p e rm is s io n  to  p u rsu e  PT B oats to  th e
SU AnP  t o  Dih o u i  'm m  r A O b e -r  

th r e e m ile  l i m i t .  f^A leann . pHoc U » ,  TH€r A>L

12 :32  PM. The d .e s tro y e rs  r e p o r t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  two enemy c r a f t  haA been

sunk t h a t  low c e i l in g s  c o n tin u e  t o  hamper th e  a i r c r a f t  o p e ra t io n s .

;________ PM
-  ̂ j  WMeA/

A N a tio n a l  S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il M eeting  i s ^ n  p ro g re s s  IH  McNamara 
Amo

/ance  ire" a f t h e  W hite House to  b r i e f  t h ^ ^ a r t i c i p a n t s ,  in c lu d .in g  th e

F>resid.ent, 

th e  NSC M eeting ,

At a  lu n ch ij r  fo llo w in g

th^ 4:e7 o f  respc

t h a t  a re ta lia to f^ j^  a i r  s t i  

a n d ^ l^ ^ o r t i n g  i n s t a l l a t i c

f»0 Twe T^OfegT'St
36 j  a re  d.is c u s se d . The P re s id .e n t a g re e s  

^ i n s t  N orth  V ietnam ese PT Boat b a se s

ta k e  to  e x ec u te  th e  s 
Pcanjb*, coolo o PfIWt

sHbyld be o rd .e red . He a sk s  how lo n g  i t  would
ACcO>tOiHfy To 6 u/s)0‘-(̂  "m>»7 "THfe
---—̂ ... |Tn1r~̂

{7tN Ttt^ Montnnb Tins') on 7  ooi
TH # CUVCH 'THA7 Twe oPrn

a d d .itio ngf9^"PM .';^g!ie 'lUKJJEK JUV " r e ^ r t s  t h a t  d.uring th e  engagement 

(feo th e  t o rped.o a t t a c ^  she was f i r e d  upon by au to m a tic  weapons w h ile  b e in g  

i l lu m in a te d , by s e a r c h l ig h t s .

A1 2 :^ 7  PM. CINCPAC m essage to  JCS recommend^ t h a t  a u th o r i ty  be granted , 

t o  cond.uct p u n i t iv e  U .S . a i r  s t r i k e s  as  soon as  p o s s ib le  a g a in s t  BEN THUY, 

HON ME, QUANG KHE, and LOC CHAO.
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1 :0 1  PM. Sharp  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l and r e p o r t s  two J e t  a i r c r a f t  have been  

s ig h te d  f ly in g  o u t o f  HAINAN as  f a r  so u th  as  DAMMG. Sharp says t h a t  we 

canno t a f f o r d  t o  p e rm it h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  to  f l y  o ver c a r r i e r s .  Sharp th e n  

q u o te s  a  p ro p o sed  m essage on r u le s  o f  engagem ent f o r  a i r c r a f t  w hich would 

g r a n t  a u th o r i ty  t o  d e c la re  h o s t i l e  and engage any Worth Vietnamese/ChiCom 

a i r c r a f t  whose a c t io n s  show w ith in  a  " re a so n a b le  c e r t a in ty "  t h a t  an a t t a c k  

on U .S . F o rces  i s  in te n d e d . B u rc h in a l a g re e s  t h a t  th e  m essage 5 ^ 1 d  be s e n t 

i f  needed  f o r  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  CINCPAC F o rc e s . 

i!o*^f)74 ' l : 2 o  PM. T B u r c n in a l ' '^ l l s  ‘Sharp  and a sk s  f o r ^  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  on th e  

I’- p /V 'e n ^ g e m e n t .  Sharp  r e p o r t s  t h a t  two PT B oats have been  sunk b u t  i s  u n c e r ta in  

a s  t o  th e  t o t a l  number in v o lv e d ,/  A lso , " th e re  i s  some in d i c a t io n  o f  enemy

a i r c r a f t  in  th e  a r e a . B u rc h in a l a sk s  Sharp to  o b ta in  a  d ire c t^ jp e p o r t from
y T d t f  rw  r «

th e  s h ip s  engaged , (>co>s/ooaobA Cofi'hvtUcntifi Aae on i i f ^

1 ;3 0  PM. The d e s t ro y e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  had appar en tly  

b roken  o f f  th e  engagem ent. The MADDOX and TURNER JOY a re  d i r e c te d  to  resume 

t h e i r  p a t r o l  i n  th e  G u lf o f  Tonkin a t  d a y l ig h t  on th e  5 th  o f  A ugust.

.1 :5 9  PM. Sharp  c a l l s  B u rc h in a l and says t h a t  he canno t c o n ta c t

s h ip s  by v o ic e  r a d io ,  b u t SnM oa^ o^ t h a t  he has  s e n t  a  m essage r e q u e s t in g

th a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t s  be e x p e d ite d . The l a s t  m essage from  th e  sh ip s

r e p o r t s  t h a t  f r e a k  w ea th e r i s  a f f e c t i n g  r a d a r  p e rfo rm an ce , w ith  many c o n ta c ts

and to rp e d o  ru n s  d o u b tfu l .  
Ŝ l 6>fc< T ( « v 6 5 .

2 :0 8  PM. Sharp  t e l l s B u rc h in a l t h a t  th e  l a t e s t  s t a t u s  r e p o r t  in d ic a te s  

t h a t  th r e e  P T 's  have been  s u n l^ / l a i e  w ea th e r i s  d e t e r io r a t i n g  and ham pering 

a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t io n s .
A roa^eoo a i i A t t c  v io
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rji°<art<ii bS .4t TVis_
IH6=/̂ r/ti>vg' g ĝco7<f Ĥ 4̂ /0fc<g S<y»o7

Jo(«vS
McNamara Mui  ̂Vance

- 6:00 PM̂

lii» th e  P en tag o n . They d iv id e  t h e i r  tim e
Iu.tW THe>CViief$

betw een t h e i r  o f f i c e  and th e  JCS " ta n k " .  Dirring t h i s  p e r io d  th e y  work
7  J T T  («J  Tl (*> r Y O O A / l V t J

^ o i i t h e  J C S  m e s s a g e  ( 7 7 2 0 )  o r d e r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  r f e f o r t  i*rfi=M 1  o v  f / 7  ( I  jlii..i r i i i 3

Kear A dm iral M a s t in T S ^ T ^ c a l l s  Sharp and t e l l s  him to  be on
Foft. g" ^ 1 5

th e  a l e r t ,  a  s t r i k e  e x e c u ta * m essage b e in g  p re p a re d  and would be t r a n s

m it te d  a s  soon as  r e le a s e d .

J  " k :0 ^  PM. McNamara d is c u s s e s  th e  l a t e s t  s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  w ith  Sharp and

re q u e s ts  t h a t  d e f i n i t e  c o n f irm a tio n  be o b ta in e d  from  th e  F le e t  Commander o f  T ife  

a t t a c k s  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  McNamara n o te s  t h a t  th e  tim e i s  th r e e  h o u rs  away 

from  th e  sch ed u le d  e x e c u tio n  and d i r e c t4 ^  t h a t  p r e p a ra t io n s  p ro cee d  f o r  th e  

s t r i k e s .

U :l4  PM. CINCPACFLT tr a n s m its  an a l e r t  m essage to  COMSEVENTHFLT and th e  

TICONDEROGA. and CONSTELLATION t o  be p re p a re d  to  s t r i k e  t a r g e t s  a t  7 :0 0  PM. 

T a rg e ts  a re  d e auLga«if(scd! a s  PT Boat;8 a t  QUANG KHE, BEN THUY, HON NE I s la n d ,
rt

and SONG MA E s tu a ry , HON GAY and PORT WALLUT; any i d e n t i f i e d  N o rth  V ietnam ese 

PT B oats lo c a te d  a t  s e a ;  and th e  VINH ^  S to rag e  D epo t. The l a t t e r  laigsts 1 S 

d o a ig n a tjd . i t s  th e  number one t a r g e t  p r i o r i t y .  The m essage in d i c a te s  t h a t  i t  

w ould be " d e s i r a b le "  t h a t  a l l  t a r g e t s  be s t r u c k  s im u lta n e o u s ly , and a d d ^
M e

^ if the Forces on the TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION we9?« inadequate^ 

^•aarEEority granted  to  re lie v e  a i r c r a f t  as necessary  and s tr ik e  the tw o ^

s o u t h e r n  t a r g e t s ( ^ A N G  KHE a n d E EN  T H U Y ) w i t h  s e c o n d  l a u n c l i ;  !£ l io  m o a a a g e  I

< P&C. ̂ <.*1 c-
ondQd by aa y in g t h a t  t h i s  was a  p r e p a r a to r y  o r d e r , and t h a t  la u n c h in g  sh o u ld  

n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  \ i n t i l  a n  e x e c u t e  o r d e r  w a s  r e c e i v e d .

CIHCPAC tr a n s m i ts  an o f f i c i a l  m essage a l e r t  to  CINCPACFLT to  

p re p a re  to  e x e c u te  a i r  s t r i k e s  a t  7 :0 0  p.m .
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\4 '-oopn f w

la rp  t e l l s  ^^gia^hinal e s t im a te s  tjia^t a i r c r a f t j^ a u n c h e ^

Ida b y ^7 :00

^ed p o s s ib le  r e c y c le s  o f  th e  s t r i k e s ,  i f 'n e c e s s a r y .1

k :k 9  PM. The JCS s t r i k e  e x ec u te  m essage to  CINCPAC i s  t r a n s m i t te d  by 
■Twe T»e

d i r e c t  t e le ty p e  from  KMCC to  Command C e n te r . At 5 :19  PM i t  i s  r e t r a n s m i t t e d  

f l a s h  p reced en ce  v ia  norm al ch an n e ls  as  JCS 7720 to  CINCPAC. I t  s t a t e s  t h a t  

by  7 :0 0  PM EDT (0700 lo c a l  tim e )  a  o n e tim e  maximiim e f f o r t  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  

th e  fo llo w in g  t a r g e t s  sh o u ld  be co nducted : PT B oats lo c a te d  a t  PORT WALLUT 

( l a t e r  c a n c e l le d  b ecau se  o f  w e a th e r ) ,  HOH GAY, PHUC LOT and QUAWG KHE and a t  

LOC CHAO. j filaxg^ts a re  b o a t s ,  POL a t  VINH, and armed re c o n n a is sa n c e  a g a in s t  

PT B oats  beyond th e  th r e e m ile  l i m i t .  The m essage cau tioned , t h a t  i f  th e
The Con'llIVV4K2

w eath e r p rec lude®  m eetin g  th e  above tim e o f  a t ta c l^ 'p ro c e e d  so o n e s t and n o t i f y  

th e  JCS a s  soon as  p o s s ib le .
■v<e-

PM. TICONDEROGA r e c e iv e s  CIKCPACFLT a l e r t  message d i r e c t in g

COMSEVENTHFLT to  be p re p a re d  a t  7 :0 0  PM to  s t r i k e  th e  PT B oats a t  d e s ig n a te d  
Tn C Ti c o V omofe.4 15

lo c a t io n s .  Gaa?3?ier a l re a d y  on a l e r t  s t a t u s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  PT Boat

a t t a c k s  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s .  Upon r e c e ip t  o f  a l e r t  m essage, p i l o t s  and Weapons
To Y/rfe W , , /

P la n n in g  Board commence# p lanaa*B  f o r  s t r i k e s .  A m essage issta a l s o  s e n t  to

Cubi P o in t ,  P h i l ip p in e s  (some 5OO m ile s  aw ay), d i r e c t i n g  a l l  u p - s ta tu s  A-1 

and A i+ a i r c r a f t  t o  r e tu r n  t o  th e  TICOKDEROGA as  soon a s  p o s s ib le .  T h is wass-'  5  

n e c e s s a ry  b ecause  th e  complement o f  a i r c r a f t  on th e  TICOEDEROGA ha^  to  be 

augm ented by a d d i t io n a l  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  f o r  th e  maximum s t r i k e  e f f o r t .  A number 

o f  th e  a i r c r a f t  on th e  TICONDEROGA hail^been u sed  p r e v io u s ly  f o r  re c o n n a is sa n c e  

(Yankee Team) e f f o r t s  o ver L aos, and co u ld  no t^be  u sed  f o r  th e  s t r i k e .

S ’. 2 3  |/x*7«'a-7

5 '. iq  7
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^ :3 9  PM. -----

7T0€L,EM.

PM  6 :4 ^  PM
‘5̂ ’fijotn tecrjtil H€£'r(Wfc>

The N a tio n a l  S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il i s  convened as McNamara, Vance and

W heeler e irr iv e  a t  th e  W hite H ouse. H ere, th e  NSC, jo in e d  by McCone and B((fll,

f o r m § i^  approves th e  r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e .  Vance and McNamara have th e  JCS

s t r i k e  m essage in  h and . Bxindy has  a  d r a f t  o f  a  J o in t  C o n g re ss io n a l R e s o lu tio n

s u p p o r tin g  th e  a c t io n  as  w e ll  as  a  d r a f t  o f  a  p ro p o sed  P r e s i d e n t i a l  s ta te m e n t .  
THe MS Toco
Tit- T>M-̂ +'hQ+ th e  e s tim a te d  7 :0 0  PM lau n ch

(vt r ^
tim e w i l l  n o t be met^ ^ e  e a r l i e s t  la u n c h  tim e now e s tim a te d  to  be 8 :0 0  PM̂

;06  PM. ^  Sharp 

on th e  dei

cau

6:k5  PM  7 :1 ^  PM
I P Co.vpgggAj c ^

The S ^ i d e n t  ^ i e f s  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l le a d e r s  o f  b o th  p a r t i e s

and in d ic a te s  t h a t  he w i l l  make a s ta te m e n t l a t e r  t h a t  n ig h t  (Bundy has d e t a i l s ^  
i iw T h «  r ^ o o M  op  T « ^ M  o
iThc r i ’L jld L u l d id  liUL Lhat ha w ithhu l fi th u  liii'mauiimnwLiit 'Uie

'aiiss*

6 :5 6  PM. CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  JCS s t r i k e  ex ec u te  m essage.
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rv^
7 :22  PM. C a r r ie r  TICONDEROGA re c e iv e s  CINCPACFLT ex ec u te  message and

makes f i n a l  p r e p a r a t io n s  to  la im ch  th e  s t r i k e  as  soon a s  p o s s ib le  c o n s is te n t  

w ith  e n s u r in g  m iss io n  s u c c e s s .
TWC-

7 :3 0  PM. C a r r ie r  CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  CINCPAC m essage w hich p a s se s  

JCS s t r i k e  m essage w ith  i n s t r u c t io n s  n o t to  e x ec u te  u n t i l  d i r e c te d .

7 :^ 9  PM. C a r r ie r  CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  t a r g e t  assignm .en ts .

7 :^ 0  PM. C a r r ie r  CONSTELLATION receives^CINCPAC s t r i k e  ex ec u te  m essage. 

39 PM. MLNmimm'"L allu  ai'i i»ey o rt

<̂’.oo---  ti O *X7
9 : 0a PM. Shttcp re p o rts  to  MoNamaga %haL inrom iallou  frum uiie Carrie r

ta rg e ir  "at l l r OO PM and t h o la n t  

t,i^a3^ egmuLaic;Biiient was digscuoaod wi th  Rha.rp  rec^ommfindi ng Rffl.i n s t  a r e l e a se a t  

this--4iinH because I t  co u ld  a l e r t  enemy.

9 :2 2  PM. Sharp t e l l s  McNamara t h a t  PT B oats (p resum ably  th o se  r e tu r n in g  

from  a t t a c k  on th e  d e s t r o y e r s )  were ta k in g  s a n c tu a ry  w ith in  th e  th re e m ile  

l i m i t .  McNamara recommends t h a t  he p ro cee d  t o  h i t  d e s ig n a te d  t a r g e t s ,  b u t

a u th o r iz e s  s t r i k i n g  any b o a ts  s ig h te d  on way i n .
-fbn- TO T-"** C»n.ri,e<x T^5c

9 :2 8  PM. CONSTELLATION subm its  s t r i k e  p la n  to  (58^ 7 7  (TIiCamEmOCftH

»re i s  no spe e i f in  wnrd

ve>^ nTi tihfi. r]1TO»HBaBQflA I n n w;̂ )..q .gnre "tVipv w ent a t

i n ^ n n  PM  E TY P  Slmaaip,,, ! i m n  a i a  „„ia£̂ T,r OTT n rt., p n ln l i  n ■ ■ ■■■■■ m  m n n i r p

^ r ^ M O ^ | T ■ n T ......  I I ....................... ...

1 0 :UO PM. CONSTELLATION r e c o v e r s y la s t  group o f  A 1 a i r c r a f t  from  combat
COfiL /

a i r  p a t r o l  th e  d e s t r o y e r s .

Te-..«<. to t? e 4 ,« 9 v « r c ^  Socou/«7,rt. foo  Hoo-. v
y\i<S ptN» I h  i^is'fe^THooot>H TH >l mi a ^/o MFonMS oP

O, P̂ c(,f,o,/U /2-e f( 4 7-e .THf
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10 :43  PM. TICONDEROGA la-unches fo u r  A-1 s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  w ith  in s t r u c t io n s

t o  o r b i t  overh ead T his wscfs n e c e ss a ry  so t h a t

th e  c a r r i e r  deck co u ld  be f r e ^  f o r  th e  la n d in g  o f  A-h  a i r c r a f t  from  Cubi P o in t 

th e n  o r b i t i n g  overhead  and to  p e rm it c o o rd in a tio n  o f  p ro p  eind g e t  s t r i k e s  to  

en su re  s im u lta n e o u s /tim e  over t a r g e t .  The A 1 la u n c h in g  marks th e  b e g in n in g

o f  th e  a t t a c k ,  and w ith in  th e  hour th e s e  fo u r  A l 's  d e p a r t  f o r  VIHH.

^ q . u e s t i -o i3 - J iu ± .

I w ?  <f O 9
and—says -I don * t  th ^ ik . th&r^ -is- any

7 11 :27  PM. The EMCC Duty O f f ic e r  (C dr. Henson) c a l l s  W hite House s i t u a t i o n

room and con firm s t h a t  th e  f i r s t  s t r i k e  was lau n ch ed  a t  10 :^3  PM.

------------- ' X i:2 k  PM

On th e  recom m endation o f  th e 'S 'e c r e ta f y  of" D efen se , th e  D eputy S e c re

t a r y  o f  D efense and th e  Chairman o f  th e  J o in t  C h ie fs ,  th e  P r e s id e n t ^ o e s  on \f)cr$ oF >̂6<o»-v/t,r -rcY-̂ i. \
th e  a i r  and s t a t e s  t h a t  "Afir n r t in n  ir, pnw in  p y p p n tin n a g a in s t  gu n b o a ts and \

fq .ri l i t i e s  in  N orth  V ietnam  w hich haYe.,..J2£exi—as«d in  . . .

11 :3^  PM. A l 's  from  TICONDEROGA d e p a r t  f o r  t a r g e t  a t  VINH a t  a l t i t u d e

o f  1 3 ^ 0 0 / f e e t .   ̂ Foa,^

1 1 :^7  PM. CONSTELLATION a d v is e s  o f  in te n d e d  la u n ch  p o s i t i o n  f o r

s t r i k e s  f o r  s im u ltan e o u s  tim e over t a r g e t  3 :^5  AM.

V „  l l ;^ U  PM. CONSTELLATION r e c e iv e s  m essage t h a t  TICONDEROGA had la u n ch ed

a i r c r a f t  a t  1 0 :^3  PM w ith  sch ed u le d  a r r i v a l  ovex„_±arget a t  1 :1 0  AM. ,
------i^Aoffust 5th , 196k^LtJ: ''

_______ ____  12:'02' -----

" ' " ' ’S ^ r e t a r y  McNamara h o ld s  a  p r e s s  co n fe ren c e  in  w hich he d e e e r ib e s  ..j
h c n o t j  TAK<»W I4e & o a $  o n  j o

M V r:yrt.'l  mP I'1ip w+'T'i Vn n ngni taj. ge1
—nftr*»v - - -1  ^ Q t > C  tv<A?T i I t . r  <1 t i

" 0 ^  t h  ^ \ i c o w o < o o a A  ^ b /u s r e / /4 T <  o v . , ,
Wh Me  Au.( i«Ab 'i  t c N d o t r e c  Ai'z. At>/̂ 'A/5r t u p  AJor^rn  V te r A /a M t f 's e .

fioM. î juicw TW'*?® pr fco*75 14/ioe oftefSAreo, Ooo~ Aiocf?MPr W i o \ ) 6 ' ^

I■i
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12 :12  AM. Four A l 's  from  th e  TICOWDEROGA a re  w ith in  enemy ra d a r  zone.

1 2 ;1^ AM. S ix  A - k ' s  and s ix  F 8 's  a re  lau n ch ed  from  th e  TICOWDEROGA
plwivfc .AT

cind im m ed ia te ly  d e p a r t  f o r  VIWH, g e in g  t© an a l t i t u d e  o f  25 ,000  f e e t ,  t a r g e t  

i s  320 NM away.

12 :32  AM. TICOEDEROGA' s s ix  A - k ' s  and s ix  F 8 's  p e n e tra t^ ^ l^ a d a r s c re e n .

1 2 :3 ^  -AM. TICOEDEROGA la u n c h e s  s ix  F - 8 ’ s w hich im m ed ia te ly  p e n e t r a te  e>oer*-i
^LTt n i o  A i

r a d a r  s c re e n  and i inBmoAiif t t^ ly  d e p a r t  f o r  QUANG KHE, goi»g % o an a l t i t u d e  o f

25 ,0 0 0  f e e t .  T a rg e t i s  250 m ile s  away.

1 :0 0  AM. CONSTELLATION la u n c h e s  fo u r  A l 's  w hich im m ed ia te ly  p e n e tra te 'r fo ?

r a d a r  sc re e n  and •imEned.iatyely d e p a r t  f o r  HON GAY, go in g  -to an a l t i t u d e  o f

from  1 ,0 0 0   5 ,000  f e e t .  HON GAY i s  36O m ile s  away. CONSTELLATION a ls o

la u n c h e s  fo u r  A - l 's  w hich im m ed ia te ly  p e n e t r a te  th e  r a d a r  sc re e n  and inrnicdi-

a t e ^  depart fo r  LOG CHAO, .gca.Big.-to an a lt i tu d e  o f  1 ,0 0 0   5 ,000  f e e t .

LOC CHAO i s  330 NM away.

1 :15  AM. TICONDEROGA’s s ix  F 8 's  la u n ch ed  a t  12 :3^  AM s t r i k e  QUANG KHE

w ith  20 mm s h e l l s  and 5" r o c k e t s .  The b ase  i s  caugh t by  s u r p r i s e .  There i s

no AA f i r e .  Seven b o a ts  a re  s ig h te d ,  foixr a re  s e v e re ly  damaged and one

m o d e ra te ly . There a re  no U .S . lo s s e s

1 :25  AM. TICONDEROGA's fo u r  A - l 's  lau n ch ed  a t  10:i+3 PM, s ix  A-^l’ s

lau n ch ed  a t  12 :15  AM and s ix  F 8 ’ s la u n ch ed  a t  12 :15  AM s t r i k e  VINH BEN THUY^A /)
LOI com plex. Th^ r e p o r t  m odera te  AA f i r e , b u t  s u r p r is e  i s  a c h ie v e d .

O v e ra l l ,  th e  d e fe n se s  a re  n e i th e r  s tro n g ^ o r  a l e r t  d u rin g  t h i s  f i r s t  a t t a c k .

Of th e  s ix  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  fo u r  a re  m o d e ra te ly  damaged and two l i g h t l y .  E ig h t

11
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POL ta n k s  and two AA guns a re  d e s tro y e d . There a re  no U .S . l o s s e s .  The

ordnance u sed  ra n g e s  from  1 ,0 0 0  l b .  bombs t o ( ^ u r ^ 5 ^ ^ o c k e t s  to  2 .7 5  ™i r o c k e t s .

2 ;3 0  AM. CONSTELLATIOW la u n ch es  te n  A -U 's and two F-U ’s w hich immedi-

a t e l y  p e n e t r a te  r a d a r  s c re e n  and im m edia,tely d e p a r t  f o r  HON GAY a t  an a l t i t u d e

o f  25,000 -  30,000 f e e t .  CONSTELLATION a ls o  la u n ch es  f iv e  A -U 's and th re e

F ^ ’ s w hich im m ed ia te ly  p e n e t r a te  th e  r a d a r  s c re e n  and in n n ed ia te ly  d e p a r t

fo r  LOG CHAO, « » « ^ i o ^ a n  a l t i t u d e  o f  25 ,000   30 ,000  f e e t .

3 :25  AM. CONSTELLATION’ S fo u r  A - l 's  lau n ch ed  a t  1 :0 0  AM and i t s  f iv e  A-l+'s

and th r e e  F 4 's ' la u n ch ed  a t  2 :3 0  AM s t r i k e  LOG CHAO. They r e p o r t  m oderate

AA f i r e  (20 mm f ro m % o a ts ) .  The b o a ts  a re  n o t underw ay and th u s  had  n o t been

a l e r t e d .  Of th e  f iv e  PT B oats s ig h te d ,  two a re  damaged s e r io u s ly  and th r e e  
A-l

m o d e ra te ly . One a i r c r a f t  ( S a th e r ,  t h i r d  i n  column) i s  sh o t down. One A l >5 

dam aged^but re c o v e re d , ^ t a c k  l a s t s  25 m in u te s . 2.75 ro c k e ts  and 20 mm 

s t r a f i n g  a t ta c k s  u t i l i z e d .

3:1^0 AM. CONSTELLATION’S fo u r  A - l 's  lau n ch ed  a t  1 :0 0  AM and i t s  te n  A-i+'s 

and two F U ’ s lau n ch ed  a t  2 :3 0  AM s t r i k e  HON GAY. They r e p o r t  m oderate t o  

heavy AA f i r e .  Of th e  f iv e  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  f iv e  a re  d e s tro y e d . The b o a ts
M-4.

do n o t g e t  underway u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  a t t a c k  s t a r t e d .  A lv a re z ’/ a i r c r a f t ,
A

second in  colum n, i s  s h o t down on ^econd  p a s s  a g a in s t  b o a ts  a t  a n c h o r. The 

a t t a c k  l a s t s  25 m in u te s , w ith  2 . 75" ro c k e ts  and 20 mm s t r a f i n g  a t ta c k s  u t i l i z e d .

4 :03 AM. TICONDEROGA la-unches fo u r  F - 8 's  and e ig h t  A -4 's  w hich immedi- 

a t e l y  p e n e t r a te  th e  r a d a r  s c re e n  and i nimQiAifttrly  d e p a r t  f o r  r e s t r i k e  in  VINH.

4 :15  AM. TICONDEROGA la u n c h e s  two A - k ' s  w hich im m ed ia te ly  p e n e t r a te  

th e  r a d a r  s c re e n  and iB m e d ia te ly  d e p a r t  f o r  HON ME a t  an a l t i t u d e  o f  25 ,000  f e e t .
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AM. TICOWDEROGA's fo-ur F - 8 's  and e ig h t  K - h ' s ,  a l l  lau n ch ed  a t  

U:03 AM, s t r i k e  VINH. They r e p o r t  heavy AA f i r e  from  th e  a d d i t io n a l  AA guns 

b ro u g h t i n t o  p o s i t i o n  a f t e r  f i r s t  s t r i k e ,  b u t  th e y  d e s tro y  two to  fo u r  POL 

ta n k s  and s ix  AA g u n s . There a re  no U .S . l o s s e s .

^ ;1 ^  AM. TICOEDEEOGA’ s two A ^l's lau n ch ed  a t  U:15 AM s t r i k e  HON ME w ith

20 mm s h e l l s  and r o c k e t s .  They r e p o r t  no AA f i r e ,  and s u r p r is e  i s  a c h ie v e d .

Of th e  s ix  b o a ts  s ig h te d ,  th r e e  a re  d e s tro y e d , th r e e  m o d e ra te ly  damaged, and

one i s  fo rc e d  to  b e a c h . There a re  no U .S . l o s s e s .  W hile th e  b o a ts  may have

been  a l e r t e d ,  t h e i r  d e fe n se s  were i n e f f e c t i v e .  ThM this e n ( ^ ^

th e  6k  s o r t i e |a t t a c k j (
^  2 5  P^Taoc e>0A rs  u jp n e .  0e^rfXOt>'O

Pam#6 ^

TH «t pe-rfio(eot^ f>rofiA6 <r 
D<»‘=)T/2D«f« 0

^  _%er^fn AÂ  i N < r r « I U t i i m f \ i s  Uia/̂ 4

IB
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U - M o ,  3•• oqP^i
/Viftrtoy/>l '̂gt.O'? tTT Chw^cil fl/^e

/RgfcOCA(V<1 <C.t»»CPV

_____ __ . A J  N^TiOaJa\ ^ ^ c u ^ l t ' t  3««T I¥L 6^^1  V  tr tl  P a O b J T t e ^ S  y  V

bcJlANArt Â  /2a ^ ,  l/ANte Â <j> JbuwOi!# Â A/>lkfi__Xr . 7f/«^__VfeiLf^ / A o u i To

t>«A^P T lie  Pa^Tic Li>i#/a‘»Ji^ T)*© A^>JiA#AlT , [\ t  a PollotOM/A

•m& kiSC heeTt*i6 ^__th« *rHe«.s „of /l«s<>oN_se A*̂ io -r«# _ TAA^rr.*. v«4^

DK£os‘̂ ^0„ o^io r A6,fL*e^ ‘m t r  a  F«aAt^$w»«fT (?e r^ /i4 7 o /? 'f

M o st (&« UU7,  THS r4fike.r%.. / Ajp ji^AnyiOiALifa

.To _T«E_ PT SûAiat(W4 jPoL inSC/̂ IUyioV
r

A t l/fAJrt. P*rwi*ft. o P T io /o i^  i^rtoAife i m h i c h  i^ fA e  T M t .  n i^>idA^oA/?M riOA/

_ A Np_ A <v _J?A^ D >^64M5r 6 ^ A ^ e , ,  X h J£  .P a ^ s j  0̂  „

__U>H4 _ IT UiOUi.0  TD e + e < o /e  TMe $ .

7̂<ro''0|N4 To e-̂ Tl̂ ATtfS >/lOfi THC APUiCB H/<S

TUflT A- r̂alix  ̂ coolO i.>4UAJCW/0 >5*7 Foî iir tJ feN r. (hifio
C/9 L

TlHg'̂  WA«,4*î ir̂  ̂ T (Ĵ hice AiTTsJOvX To
K £A/iM  4 /

Tlic o a r  iT A ilT l: /1#4S^6<T

U m  - T% r. ^c^ijEfi;._____________________________
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I 2 Jî 2siist KSca /:'■ EasleV^urbish

Cordd^y tJPI

1 . ass the patrol fccca xsiihd^sm £'i'oa tl o CxOS o f  Tcalda?

2 ,  Aro b o t h  caxriera s t i l l  J a  tJia S',' CMsm coa?- ''.

Kcsry la fo

CQF 1616

Froa VMiCE Intervioa* patrol i d l l  exvd w ithia too cast few 4ays tod sis iilar  
p&troLs w il l  bo yua agaia ia  the futtsyo,

Qj Vihen the patro l ends tfcGro 's?ill bs a liia tu a .,a  pssifiod ^ a a  thoro i s  to 
dcst?<^r in  thcj Culf on ICoaids?

Ax . Thia geta ia to  oporatioaal cattara
if  ■ ;

1. leo. {but 113 noted cbovc, they tdH bs bock) ; / %
2 .  IC 3 .............. . ' . ' ' •

.■ -  t-  ̂ ■ " ■ • '■ ^ ; '■  ̂ '■ -v,.- , ^ ■. :
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H IG H T DUTT REPORT 1 0  AUGUST.

6 * 3 0  G i l i k a n  p a s s o d  C l a r k  t b l o n h o f  a n s w o r a  t o  h l 3  q u e r r i o a  c o n c o m i n g  
O o d d e l .  L i l  L e l g h ^  i n T o m e d *  Ho a d d e d  t v o  n o r e  Q *a  f o r  t o m o r r o v ,

6 : 14̂  H o w a rd  H a n d le m a n ,  USNiVR i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  m a p  o f  C y p r u s  t h a t  w o u l d  s h o w  
t h e  “ g r e e n  l i n e " ,  « p p a r e n t 3 y  t h o  l i n o  h e l d  b y  UN F o r c e s .  S a i d  SIIAIJS 
D e p t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  o n e ,  b u t  f e l t  P e n t a g o n  w o u l d .  T o l d  H o w a rd  u n a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  
o n e  t o n i g h t  b u t  w o u ld  m a k e  a  t r y  i n  t h e  m o r n i ^ .  ( L i l *  s u g g e s t  c h e c k  

w i t h  I S A ,  s e e  i f  t h e y  c a n  h e l p * )

6 t $ 0  T o l d  A P  w e h a d  n o  e s t i m a t e  o f  N o r t t i  V i e t  K a a  c a s u a l t i e s  r e a i d . t i n g  f r o m  
N a v y  a t t a c k *  A d d e d  o b j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  e l i n i n a t e  F T  b o a t s  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s *  A t t a c k s  w o r e  n o t  n a d e  a g a i n s t  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s

T o l d  S l o y a n ,  UJ’I ,  DOD h a d  n o  f u r t h e r  c o im a e n t b e y o n d  o u r  e a l i e r  s t a t e z n e n t  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  3 e c D e f  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  la in o u n c e c i c n t  o f  
t h e  a t t a c k *  ( A d j n i r a l  ^ S o o re  x>n TICONDEROQA i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  
h e  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  p l a n e s  h a d  b e e n  p i c k e d  u p  o n  r a d a r *  T l i i s  c o n t r a d i c t s  
M ac *8 s t a t e m e n t *  C ^ r d i n a t e d  r e p o n a e  w i t h  S y l v e s t e r *

8 * 3 0  T o l d  W i c h i t a  ( K a n s )  B e a c o n  w e  w o u l d n ’ t  c o n f i r m  o o v e m e n t  o f  3 5 7 t h  T a c F t r  
W in g  t o  P a c i f i c *  ^

S e c u r e d  a t  1 0 0 0 .

F u r b i s h ,  O i l i k a n ,  R e a l a e n ,  P a r e n t ,  I l a l l *

fi
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A u g u s t  1 0 « ) .9 6 4  1015 p a  g i l l i k L n

j mc  AP
■ S '

V ^o n d er iX y o u  h a v o  a n y  c c o ia o n t  o n  N ew  Y o r k d  H e r a l d  Tribime s t o r y  q u o t i n g  C a b o t
f

lodgo to effodt that ChiCoois haso eent in  Chinese HIGS to  North Viet Nam?

ccoplotod iomediatoly lO/pm

\h  havo no co^^ont on tho story vrhich we have not yet seen, however.

Secretary HcNaoara oasDonted on th is  poabibility  a t the 5 HI news briefing  

C81 August 6a Read ca ller  the passage transcript*

fi --f
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1 0  A u g u s t  7 * l i5  I »  F u r b i s h

S loysm  Oi’I

Adsdral ooro on TIC0Ifi)ESUX5A i s  reported to  have osid hs did not tiilnk Ixia plcnca 
were viewed by radar prior to  Urn attack. „ o r  when tJio -^rssidont started talMn^. 
What i s  DCD coEenant since Soci)©f stntcaont oaid “Ilanoijj thru i ta  radar, 

had then received Indications o f  tho attack*"

Furbish, £rm  tha rccord* »•
H

AootSeo Sylvaater

CGP gJQQ pa

'OsacsSBfesaEd See DGD statcocnt #5S3-61t 00 Aug ?♦ hev© no furttor  
cosQsent*

M /

I

t '
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8 Axiyust I$61i 

Htv Sclpctcr -  **cl Aviv HsriTotv ’ ' ' .

X undei'stsiicl that tbs FT bcato used by t!:.; :;vi3 tjora i'-usssd-oa 4nd \:om gotter 
to  The ir/it v ia  t:h:o pfiaî cd thc;:;i alorc tlie I.'v'i: -••arplxi,'2.
Dw 2T0U hTvYo th is*

V ic k a ry  093S

W'g hsr/a no iafoirs3.tion con.cernini’ t!ii3 rc-port* -cn ahouXd rc fo r  to  tlia 
record in  **J£r,?)S fightiric chips"*.,*

7
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USS ?,1ADD0X(DD-731)
Su:ruaor Class 
Conmissioned 2 Juno 44 
Dis;^placment 2200 tons 
Length 376*5«
3. 5”/5 8  tv’d ns 
2 3’750  tT/ins 
2 3”/5 0  s in g le  
2 ASiV p ro je c to rc
2 Hark 32I/iOd2 torpedo laianohers ( ohree in  group)

USS GRIDISY(DLG 21)
Coonta(lnprovod) Class 
Comrtiissioned 25 l.’!ay 63 
5670 ton  displacem ont 
555* len g th
2 tw in T e rr io r  su rface  to  a i r  launcher: 
(one fr/doooone a f t )  ^
2 3 " /so  t ’/ri.ns
2 3’'/5 0  s in g les  
ASROC
31 o f f ic e rs  369 men 
2IJc32Mod2 torpedo launchers

USS TURl'IER J0Y(DD-951) ,
F o r re s t  Sherman Class 
Comrtiissioned 3 Aiigust 59 
Displacem ent 2850 
Length 418.5*
3 5!*/54 s in g le  
2 3”/5 0  tv'/ins 
2 ASirr p ro je c to rs
2 ljk32 torpedo launchers (3 tubes ea) 
15 o f f ic e r s  24Qnien

USS TIC01'®Ea0GA (C7A-14) 
Improved Essex Class 
Dispa.aceiTient 33,100 tons 
Length 786*
7 SVSS
85-100 a i r c r a f t  
2260 vd th  a i r  group

(llote from Janes :Sherman Class a re  the  f i r s t  U.S. w arships 'ivith guai b a t te r ie s  arranged 
to  provide more f i r e  povrer a f t  ^jhan fo n v a rd .)

USS FECIffELER(DD-870)
JK''i'. M  ftvvws'i.-vvww-icv ,y

Gearing C lass 
Coram.issioned 2 March 46 
Displacement 2425 tons 
Length 390.5«
4 5”/38
2 I,Ik32 torpedo launchers 
■^SOC ^  ^ ,
I 0-p9>c<2-r;

USS PREST01l(DD-795)
F le tc h e r  Class 
Commissioned 20 March 44 
Dispaicem ent 2050 tons 
Length 376,5V
4 5"/38
3 3"/50
2 iac32L^od2 torpedo launchers

USS C01'ISTELLAII01J(CVA-64)
Coivmissioned 27 Dec 61 .

DispcLacement 60*000 tons 
L eng th  1047.;^»
E i t ty  Havrk C lass
90-100 a i r c r t t f t  according to  type and 
s iz e
2 tiTin T e rr ie r  launchers

C OOQ
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7 Aus 19a4 irr-'in Csibss

EOB SCiKSITS ^  ANA? THIC3 2v6S>Q0 thru llaj lIcTrlr:!!;, r^uty Olf 6 Aurj

E©j Percocnel boin" ti'ansferrcd or covci as c I'c-sult c f  cvislu i?i tlio Pacific 
find southoaat Asia:

t « \v ili thoso whoso fc iiilica  &ro i e f t  bd:dr4 in  £;ivc*ac;::nt qLiar-tcra bo eble to  
co llcc t separation pej?

2 o vrill tho fa rd lic s  bg ablo to I'exrzdn ia  £pvcKxr.cat ou,D^tor3 (bxw* lonrj)?

3» I f  they Kuot r^vo find tho inovG conctitutea tho sccone poramcat chaaco of ctatic-u 
in  a year, i'4 H  the fcsiXy ba e i t i t la d  to  disl^JvJatioa allxjirrr^co?

Tills ia  a Jo in t qucryj

ItCol Scott, CDGOFET.̂ BUPET.3

t£00
1« Tha ncsbor i s  no e n title d  to  tho JjDO por r:2-nt!; fcu-'i-ly sopr>;?ariGn cJLlo'-ra'ico i f  
hia «fiOpeadcn.ts occupyiii^ adequate govorrjncat CIw’j.id tho dcpaicicnto,
occupy iaadocuato govominsrit qucirtcraj tho i:iO:.ibor i s  en title d  to  both th-- basic 
allovxanco foi' quarters end tho (120 fc;::dJLy oep-rC£:tioii sliowc^coa

2a Tho ucujJ. pcaotioo i s  to  c^ithoriss up to 30 :■ <iucrt(:ii'*a aftoi* the dcp'^r-ti-ra
o'̂  tha cpcnsaa'. Ilo'vrevcx*, tha Fost Cc-:;iuaiidsi' ir - j i.uthoi-lc;9 lon^os^ periods Oi occuprncy 
i i  vacant qiiai'tsra c r l s t  a fto r ii7.stallc .tioa requirciieiits ni’o not oi' to  allovlat® tho 
effocto of an mcxosctcd ©D:-;tice:acy ovor >fiiie:h tho controls,

3 6 A r~<riber novod cn. a cccond PCS n iy  bo c.ut];orf.Kc:i a oeco:ad d islooatien  s.llov?snco 
t-rhon ta  tho firidins o f tho Sccretnry of tlio Sc., . le s  conc.'rncd tl»"t tho c;dl'3c:ioic£5 of 
tho sccrvic© rcquiro inoro thsix ona raoh ohango o^ ctatio ii UL.’.iiag tho cu i'ra it f is c a l

w'iE‘̂ l‘a t io n  p ry , occupation  o f  £;ovonaient qiiai‘to rs.j oiiili c ic lccatio r*  allovrsnsss a rc  a l l  
covorcd by s ta tu to  and Cinplii'ied by d sc ls io n o  o f  th a  coaiptroH er gsaarrJ.* I t  l a  n o t , 
a n tic ip a te d  th a t  t l i ia  curreiat c r i s i s  '.111 ra o 'iiro  oiij a lt 'iT a tio n  o.f th sso  ro g iila tio n s  
S3 th e y  p roG citly  ar.ply, th c ro  i s  eiiour?! flccd .b lU .ty  in  thoDO c ta tu to s  to  noi-t saiy 
rcq u ircn cn ta  t h a t  nay bs ia joscd#  *iio lia'vT’ ic; gcavcd foi* co iitin scncies  cuch as  th o  ono 
nov/ in  codLstcrncao
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7 Augusli ■ 1600 Fiircnt

CocUtcy Hcdcon Lcndcn Gjscrvc:,’ 7- I 23li paric  Hatch

rc-feroncG Dick Prj"klund ctcu: '̂ in  tccu-y's St::r in  u^iich i t
i s  alloscd  th a t a r in c r  incident led  to tho 2cd* s F? sttaclcs

1» Icthe Gi-crytrja?
2 . there a Scu'fe Vietna:--:;co clitaclc on tl'x̂  inland cf Hon lie?
3. Did South Viotiirnoao Naval un its put g u e rrilla  fo rcss arhcre? 
ii. Vfaat t;ac the i'c.ddo:.: doin" a t tho tirao?
$» Mhat van  th e  purpono 6T t!:o liaddox p a 'tro l?
6 . Wore thoro e ir  s'trikcs by the South Viotns’acEa Air 1‘'oi'cq 

a t  â jT tine?

LCDS SlilS^t

CAPTAIJJ DCKDELl/CAPTAIii GISIHI 
P a r is  Match by G i i m i n  1730 8/?/6U

S M  jT?T'lyr  ̂Tŷ *y rr* ttttt?!- ‘~Jj f'"y;’.-:''* '*.

^.Th3 Haddox Ti.’ss  encaged in  a  ro-Jitino p a t i 'o l . ,  tho purpose o f which ;;2.s end i s
surveillanco of the gonGral t r c f f ic  in  tho area.

R efer a l l  o th e r  q u estio n s  to  Republic o f  Viatiiasi th ru  t h s i r  enibassy.

Note: Hodson called  a t  1730 by Haslss:- had l e f t  fo r  the day and vas not e:-:y)eG-ted in  
to-viorrow (Sat)

■iw*

A x i '- V 'y -
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Tim ToiLcrrr^in i i  a iss3ac3  v u m s  s ,  'cmTS s ia s? , j r . ,  cincPAC,
TO ASfilPAl. ?H^SA3 H. MOCIJS!?, U:>iT* CIIiC?AC?L*r,

Tiio suprox20 t o s t  o f roadinoss and tho x:i:adisput^d mar’c o f r e a l  pi'ofossioi'.-.Iian 

i s  tiio J33?.art ©::eoutioa o f u,n oparatlG n ocncoivod of nooosaity  on sh o rt J io tics j 

ccr^plicatod by tho  oioiaonts and f ra u -h t  vdtli tb» norrrr.l.dariTOrj of our crllin ;;:. 

psraoruil tro ll dono to  s l l  hico.u3«

ECTE; AKailAL SBAE? wAJ STtGBnTLI KIJKVSD ]3Y AD:ii‘̂ L  ISJOISJI A3 CIH5I>i\CFLT,

/ I
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Ai;;3U 6 , 196k  

AP UPI

m o lienb

Ifey.eEor S-57 caoaulatioa iii

Y .is.w ’ ' ' ,■

B-$7 A’aGust 6j lp6Ij. rd cd n g  —Korth Saat of Sai^^on, about. 5? n,©® 
■ Frosi i;Oij'bh F ic n tc r  C'ia.rk A ii' B ase. E nrou to  fra :;

^  J'/'}/' Captdn Cutrorj :T.-z:::r2=:£:id Gc Jr* p ilo t  
wife: iih;:Tlo7 G utrcr ■

Lot 26f  Den, Aclricno^ ^ijraond Subdivision, An^olc^, P M l,

n o th o r; ‘Irs . J u l ie  L. HcVleon
%ifc3 2, Oayka, I'iociccippi

bro thers '̂^r, C utrcr
27i!l Daj'- Drive, Bol'er, louisiaaa

(■■ la b  L t, K astorj Leonard L. Ilavigatoi'*

faiihors Hr, Emostv L» 2a 2 te r  
Moravin^ I  o;:a (

la o th e r: lire , Pvoalsia S io a
7 Gyl^*ia Lcno, Ilo ljcke,

Ca^
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/ 6 , 196 '1

CHrvONOLOGY O F SeCRKTAilY O F I>S:FZK::7. M cN/,M /\HA‘s ACTiV:*rr^O 
\lli:TNAXi FT BOAT CRZSIS;

• A ur,ust 2» 1964

L iiacu ssio n s  w itli th e  P r e s id e i i t  ;iad tlic C l^airnsan ox th e  JC S , G en e ra l 

S a r le  G. VVhcclor - -  w hich  r e s u l te d  in  in a tru c tio n s  froxn the  P rcc id .cn t 

to con tiuuo  tho p a tro l, to  double its  c iao  iiiad to  is s u e  o rc lc rc  to  U. S. 

f o rc e s  n o t only  to  defcind c,galr„3t p a tro l  b o a t a t ta c k s  b c i to  d a c tro y  ther,- 

as

M onday, A u g u st 3, 1964

7:15 a . s 2 . a r 2.'ivcd a t  P e ;ita 2 0 u  offico  a s  u s u a l  asid sp e n t a  r:oi-mal 

m o r : ’iii2> v.'orlc.

12:30 p ,n .i. lux\chcd v/ith  G e n e ra l W h cc ic r , the  C u a irr .ia a  o i JCSj, 

an d  D eputy  S v icre ta ry  o f D efen se  V aaco £a M a din inn  roOitj, a s  ia  n o riiia i 

p ro c e d u re  fo r  M onday.

1:30 p .m .  v /en t to  th e  jo in t  Chiefs* ’’T an k '’ fo r  ia icctin^ . ’’

3:00 p .m .  v /cn t fron-i "Tanl-;'* d irc c t ly  to  C ap ito l K ill to  k eep

■ a p p o ia tra e n t w ith  S e n a to r  Jvlansficid , and  cu b seq u cn tly  m e t  v/ilh jo in t  

com vnittcciJ o f H ouse an d  S en a te . !

5:25 p . sn. r e tu rn e d  to  h is  P en tag o n  c ffic c  w h e re  he- Iccpt s e v e ra l  

ro u tin e  a p p o in ts  on to . |

6 :1 5 ’o .n ^ . v/cnS to  V/hito House- f o r  in o o tin ^  w ith  P r e s id e n t  and  |
i

o t h c r o .  ■' I
I
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7:30 p .m . v;?aa back in. Pentagon o£Iico aac ie£t at oucc £02: diiincr 

\7-t1s Iiidiaa ^vliriictcr a.board tJae Sequoia, Secretary of Navy Nitae'y  

officia l beat* a^tcr v/hicii he cpcat 'ih,a â ; Iiic ho^ae.

Tuesday, /■un'ust 4, 196-4

7:15 a«rjj. arrived at o££ico aa visual and cpcnt routine i-r.ornia^ 

uatii 9:30 a.rn.

9:30 a.-r.i. to 11:30 a .m . railitary ofiicera  a-ad civilian  officia l:;, 

w ere reportinrj ozi actioa  altuatlori in the Gulf of Toalda. Throughoui:

Sha niornia". Secretary ca^a^cd ia Govcral teicplionc cisccsG ioac ’.viiii
>

thc -Prccident aa £0 tho situatioa.

Xi:3D a . ns« xiictvrltli Joint Caicfa ir. Sccrctasr/*o S iidag K.oo:n at 

P e n ta ^ o a .  " "

-  '  11:45 a*ra. Sccrciary  Rusk joiaed Secretary of Dofcnsc a t Pantagoii 

for diccussiouo,

I2:*iO p .iii. Icit for White Kouso £0 atlcad a National Security Couacii 

r-rioeiin^ iuucli v/itii t’ao Prc^ide^t, Secretary of S'iats S.tial; aad 

IvlcGcorgc Buiidy.

3:00 p .ra. retarded to Peatafjoa and went ima-jccUatcly to J05

/?
u . :5^cctiri3 ia  '‘Taalc. "

— 3:30 p.zi'i. returned to Pcatagori o££ica.

. .̂..̂— 4:30 p.:-a. v/cnt back to rr.eotin^; iii j C3 after \vMch he

rcturacd to hio offico briefly before'goiai]; to IVbite ^Icuoc.
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6:00 p .m . w eai 't,o Whites I-Ioucc fo r  so rio a  o£ racc'dn^c.

6:15 j). ra . m e t w ith 'iZzitiov.zl Sccu'_*ii"/ Council V/liitc- Ko-use.

6:45 p .m . m e t Cons^’̂ ^^^ionoi I^csdorchxp a t  V/lxito Houoc.

• S:45 p. rr:, re tu m o d to Per'tagon. otlico  and rriot v/ilh various 

cfi'iciaXa m idrdghi. •

1Z:00 rn idn i^^ t v/eiit to Studio on cccoiid iloox* of Pcutasoxi ^r*d held  

p r e s s  conforcr.co* s i t a r w hich ho rctus'ncd ai; 12:30 a . r ^ .  to h is  o fiico  

£r*d tl^en r e t i r e d to  Mo adjor:iirig bcdrcorr; a t  1:30 a*m* to sp s2.d tlse u ight, 

during  ho rc c c iv c d  sxtiia.tion re p o r ts  reg 'c la rly .

W ednesday, Au?;~ast 5, 196-1

6:00 r.. rn* S4?oso, reccivod situatioi:; rc-ioi’ta aad consideration

of vybat fu r th e r  CiCtion should be talccn.

7:10 a.rj3. had b re a k fa s t in hlo- Zh'dnz F,coiri, a f te r ’.vhich hs £*'.ct 

v.-ith v a rio u s  of£ iciais in hio of£icc.

7:30 a , n i, rev iew ed  cituatio:a v/ith P re s id e n t by tclcphcnc and 

‘d iscusccd  fu rtlio r action ,

9:00 a .m ,  b rie fe d p rc s a  ia  Studio of Pentagon-..

9:15 a .m .  bade ixi office arid apent niorrdnr; %vorl;ia2 ar:d talking 'co 

v a rio u s  o ff ic ia ls .

i i :0 0  a.53fi. rep o rte d la te s t i:ifonr*atLoa to P rc s id e iit a t S yracuse  

U n iv e rs ity .
•v'

. 12:30 p. in . had Ivuxch w ith  Deputy S c c rc ta ry  Vance in hi;: liin iu s  Roon-i.

3
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1:15  p .r- i .  v /cn t to W hite H ouse to  ijr io f  P^csido:^'i on. h is  ro tu r ti  iVon; 

S y ra c u se , N ew  Y o rk .

2:30 p . r*-3. bac l: ia  Pei-itagor* olifice.

7:30 p.iT i, appcc-rcd o a  C 2 v -T V i::i SoD  Sl;u,aio v.dtlu N oil Strav/c'-.r

w3 i T 'V 'X O ''

S:00 p . nifr dimmer c flic t; wi'ih. A3Gictc.nt Scci-*ctciry o£

McNciu^htori to. re v ie w  iostii-nony S cc re ta i. '/  v/c.3 to give Thu.rsday r -o r a u i^  

O0iO3TC OC X̂ wO SmiCi 3xiOp0v**u O  « ^ OwOXt̂ ĉ w*̂

au-:±;ori:2ia2 aciior* in  Soutb.cc.st A oi^ .

S:50 p . r a .  v/c:at to  tho P e u ta g o a  S'^udio c.r*d d id  liv e  TV i:itc::vic\v 

v .ith  NBC< v/itls P c io r  Kaclcoc ac  iatcrvicvvcr.'.

9 :30 p.E:-!. ro iu rn c d  to  o fficc  arid c.cp:.'..r’i;cd ii-uiricdiatQly fo r  liom e.

Thu.rsday» 6, 1964

S p e a t  i io rm a l K io m in g , tlic;- v /cx t to  C ap ito l H ill £or riscs tin g s  w ith  J o in t  

OozTi**i7*ttoc2 o* a c  ^*00 v«. .*̂ OwOg
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6 A uipisot 0900 HaslG?a

Ucsra Frica/AP

1, Ucid thQ3n3 baca any action irivolviag offGnslv© opsratioiis aiiy |
! 
I

N, Viotnaiiioae i n s t a l l a t i o n  w ith in  a  ?2 houi* p erio d  cndin,^ Sund^sy 2 Aug.?

2 . Did i-lABDOX havo eixy m ission  which f e l l  ou tsido  tho ocAxndn o f ‘’routirio  patro l*’ 

a t  any tim a?

1 • ‘a era  has bsm  no repojrt o f  any such action,

2, Kesativo*
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At 6150 PM to n lg th  in  tho P lo to r a l  S tu d io  Rn 2E7Gly^^^£oc Vr.noa 

w i l l  bo a p a r t ic ip a n t  In  a f i lm e d  in ta r v le v / \7 ith  B i l l  Dovais o f  A3X» 

A lso  a f t o r  tho r i lc i in g  a s i x  a in u to  in to rv io v ; ->71 th  B i l l  Evcnaon 

o f  Mutxial R adio w i l l  tak e p la c e *  Proas arc in v i t e d  to  l i a t e n ,  

Eniljc-rgo on m a te r ia l  f o r  ABC show i s  1 0 :5 0  PM 6 Aurjuat 1Q64. idutuai 

3 ; SO PM 7 A ugust 1 9 6 4 .

6 A ugust

Oa P

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



6 /iugust 12?61i 1120 Viclccry

Jaclc Hajnaond York Tiroes*.

I want an o f f ic ia l  atal^ment on tha reiBults o f tho rccon cas’ried

on after tho attacks.

Kr* i-icTTaraara’s Stat6*tient 

Captain E llia

Vickexy .

llic r e s u l t s  o f tho rocon m isaion voro ver^'’ au cesa fu l. The p o e t  s t r i k o  
rcconi’jaisspjicQ supported  e a r l i e r  estim ates o f di ĵniaso*

Tile roconnaiasance a irc ra f t ik it with no
a n ti-f iirc ra ft f i r e .
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KffiAEKEin? CP isrEiias 
23S3CT0IIA23 m 2  EStSU-IATIOir CEITvICDa 

yashincton, 2), C. 205Ca

Cjt 5.S-5‘’4-

2?os am; Piicsa:

For yc\a* jCLamlns purposes, au thority  iiaa "bQan grantad to  coGiii” 

zaxA cccsruifcrs to  erraage# i f  aiid ao Teasl'blG, a nsvs rasdia ^col 

v i s i t  to  tha  c a rr ie rs  USS 2IC0I3^m0GA aca Ica 0 )ISE:LLAaJICH. FooX 

arxoissffiORto v i l l  lbs m ds ia  2aisoa. Wc v i l l  advice you fns data 

c f  the jkxjI v i s i t  to  the •carriers era eJiiirpins ds,ta ca 3c,a'<rs laatcriala 

\& sa  laas'cja.

EH)
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EA'IE ^ August 1 9 6 U  TIME 1 0 1 0  OSD REERESEKTATIVE Vickery

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
. JHffiCTOMTE FOR NEî S SERVICES

ITEWS DIVISION

QUERY FROM; Kn&ght Nsvspapers
/^ 4  /  C

QUERY:
What kind of evidence a re  we prepared  to  p re se n t to  the  UN to  back up 
our charges of a g g re ss io n ..

R ussia says we have made up the  s to ry  
Some G oldw aterites say th e  sam e ...

SOURCE OF ANSWER________________ _________________________;____________ P̂HONE_

COORDINATION_________________________________________________________________

ACTION; Completed, "by_____________________________ TIME INQUIRER KOTIFIED_

THIS ivi;PORT IS  TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF, NEWS DIVISION, IMMEDIATELY UPON COM?L£IIOi:w

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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DEPARTMENT OP DEFENSE
J J E E C I Q R k T E  FOR NB^S SERVICES

NEWS DIVISION

DATE $ August I 96U_______TIME 0930 OSD BEPmSEmTIVE V jckerr_____________

QUERY EROM; Jess: Cook, Time magazine_________________________________________________

QUERY; What d id  the  SEC DEF do yesterday ,.,H ow  long was h is  day, who d id  he see , 
who kept him informed e tc ...N e e d  some m a te r ia l f o r  personal co lo r item .

SOURCE OF AKSWER________ Col Sylvester and Sec Def statement_________ PHOHE 55261

COORDINATIOII_____________________________________________________________

ACTION; Conrpleted "by V ickery___________________ TIME INQUIRER NOTIFIED_________

He stayed  in  the  Pentagon a l l  n ig h t
Was in  co n stan t c o n tac t w ith  W H and m il i ta ry  ch ie fs
They and h is  a id es  kep t him^ informed in s ta n t ly  and in s ta n t  re c e ip t  of
messages from th e  th e a t r e ,
i'^any m eetings w ith  S erv ice  se c s , NSC and WH,

THIS REPORT IS  TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF „ NEWS DIVISION, I2'21SDI;'iTELY UPON COMPL£TZOj\T,
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$ August 1 9 6 1 j tim e 1530 OSD REPRESEmilVE Vickery

DEPAEOMENT OF DEFENSE /^ '
JIRECTOMTE FOR HEŜ S SERVICES

NEWS DIVISION

Bob Schweitz ANAF_________________ ^  f )  'Q

Has dependent t r a v e l  to  V ie t ^am been cancelled?

SOURCE OF AUŜ ffiR______Col, Lavnrence/ Manpower______________ _̂_________ F̂SOI?E_

COORDniAIION

ACTION: C om pleted by __ TIME INQUIRER NOTIFIED /% U A if*- *>

No.

THIS REPORT IS  TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF, NEWS DIVISION, IMMEDIATELY UPON C O M F I M ^ Z O ^ .
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DEPARTMStlT OF BEEEKSE ■,
>IEECTORA.TE FOR NE^S SERVICES • ]̂) . ^ T  /

KEWS DmSIOlI U \ f

1961t__________TDffi! _______OSD REPRESENIM?I\,^  Vickery_________ p______

QUERY FROM; A1 S eh ls te d t Baltim ore Sun, Wire S erv ices , inany o th ers______- ■____________
i ,

QUERY;
V/hy c a n 't  wo have some e la b o ra tio n  and perhaps soms id e n t i f ic a t io n  
of th ese  u n its  s e t  f o r  re in fo rcem en ts. At l e a s t  type o f \in it  o r a 
l i t t l e  more on capabiSility e tc .

SOURCE OF AHSWER_________________________________________ _____________ P̂HOFE_

C00RDIKATI01T_________________________________________________________________

ACTION; Completed "by_____________________________ TIME INQUIRER KOTIFIED_

We w i l l  M t  go fu r th e r  than  the S e c re ta ry ’s s ta tem en t. At l e a s t  f o r  the 
presen t» i^oop  or u n i t  moveijsnts a re  s e n s it iv e  in fo rm ation . This i s  qxiite 
normal fo r  such a  p erio d  as th is*

S T ' L i .  / 9 S

^  rr CL.

/} V

THIS RTl'ORT IS  TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF, NEWS DIVISION, MEDIATELY UPON COMPLEI'ICjM'«
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DEPAEEIEJT OF DEFEIS3 
DUffiCTOR/ffiS FOR ISTJS SiIRVIC3S- 

ESWS SERVICES

nJF0K.L\M01I REPORT
l l h f

5 Aug 61; aic?-=<iBqa2x qSD EEP2ESZ:3Aa?I\'S ^̂ ent

QUEEY FRCg-1; ^ro6cAieax;;!5sq3>:_____Burkhardt 3h7-6h92 Jo '\m al of Cotq-.ierca

QUERY;

Has MATS gone o u t to  any  cO Tm ercial a i r l i n e s  to  p ro v id e  add ititD nal 

a i r l i f t ,  ( r e l a t i v e  to  ViGtnaiu c r i s i s )

I f  s , hov; nucii i s  in v o lv e d  in  c o n t r a c t  d o l l a r s .

SOURCE OF Ai:S;-?SR ■ ■ SAI-’OI, France ___________________________  I^OHE ______

COORDIKAglQH . . _̂_________________

ACIIOa: ?Effl niQDIiaS nOTETBD^ '̂-*--'-'

/  (  ( /

No in c r e a s e  in  com'’i e r c i a l  a i r l i f t  in  r e l a t i o n  to  

V ietnam .

»T7n:S REPORT IS TO BE TURIS2) ISTO T2E CHIEP, HEWS DIVISIOH, Ei^EDIATSLY UPOH Od-IELEriOHo
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DEPAEU-ISHT OF DEESITSE
- _iffiCTORA.TE FOR KE-/S SERVICES

KS^S DIVISION

OSD REEEESSiJEAIIVS,DATE August 5,1964 TIME__________

QUERY EROM; AP/Fay______________________________

QUERY:
an albuquerque paper asks : sou theast a s ia  deployment a f f e c t  any of

foUovjing new mexico b ases: Cannon AFB^Walkei’ AFB^Kolloirian Alamogordo5 

K irtlan-d and Iv^ite Sands ra is s ile  t e s t  base?

SOURCE OF A1TS‘JEH_ 

COORDItlAiriOH

McNamara Kevfs Conference/ 12:02 PM Aug 5 PHOI'SS

ACTION; CosiplQtcd \)y g i l l i k i n  in  person T3I«'iS EJQUIRSR KOTIPI'ER KOTIPIED Aug5/ pn

\/\^  t r  ^

S e c re ta ry 's  s ta te m e n t . . . . ,  second paragraph.

I52S F»s?orv2 2S S9 m m m  m o  m  m m g m §  sto so n , u rn  m m s m »
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i V,

 ̂ ^  1000

liuliier Cai'ter ^^orfolk P ilo t

ii

\.:iat sliips cpinprisQ tha ASd group uujved ti>o South <^ina $ea? 

I'ihat un its  ccxapriso the OTA group frcaa F ir s t  Fleotg

US3 K2/iRSiiEGS and e ig jit ^ e s tro y e r  tgrpes 

USSPJiKGES End e sco rtin g  Desjaroyers

\
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$  6U 1(X)0

Dci'oclia, AI? ^ Tdjaes/ AV Week/

Vjhat» t.2/pos a ir c ra T t v e re  lo s 't?

Has lam y

i:s2 T ra ff ic  

Capt E l l i s  

Haalaa

S2XS22X AiiE e n d C ^ AlH

6  ^
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1, post atrikc fccon fru. irriers smpports earlier  ostime i o f  .danag«« 

no cn tia ircraft f iro  was directed against recon f lig h ta .

2, c r i d  wo l0 3 t 2 aircraft and only £no vaa damaged* (incorrect)

3 ,  asked  about comicnt that H, V iet l*iam said they had cajpttred a p ilo t  he said*
'That's pooaible.”

li. 3r.ys VC destroyed  o r damaged 25 PT boats* He suspects they s t i l l  have 1/U to  l /3 rd  
of th e i r  fo rce  3t i l l  o p e ra tio n a l .  .

5. On KOvc:ncnts o f reinforcements he saidt
interceptor and fieh ter  boaber a ircraft were going to ^outh V iet Nqbi 
fighter bojiibera wero movinf' to Thailand
an anti-sub force waa woving to iiouth China Sea to protect attack carriers 

and th eir  accompanyini;; doatrojui^. 
oubstational interceptor and figh ter bobber foroee were naving teon 

to  advance basoa in weatom p acfie . 
attack carrier force from Firot F leet which operates o ff  PaoifiUt coSst ia  

moving to western J* âc'ific« ,■ >'■
aclocted Arciy and iJarino im its have been alerted* ■

6« Our conventioTial capacity i s  m iffio lm t to  respond to  aogr eaq>eoted VMetieii*

7 . Ho had about 3 1/2  bra sleep la s t  n l |^ *  t^LU no% a ta / h«ro toidi^W‘■ f :> .

v : . ' i i  ■,

\ .■ ' , ' '.'.Vi

s i ! : *

 ••
'• t

v f c

m  r v »■

X
i

• i ; i ^ K .

 V

t  
.• .>»' •

r l v  ■■

■ ' " 'vi: ^

..1 5
str'

'4:' •

'̂3,

' w ' 1  ̂ \ •■» • •• •
' j it

■s'. ■' , ' /'y' ■' 
V ■ ' I.;

■ ' i*- , J . . •, ■ v.i ; -c :
' ••• '.i!' ' ,vVi ••

‘ 5,̂•
:iv, ‘iv'..,' 

" ■■' . '.f V _ ̂  ■ •
■fefv.**'': ■ .
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> nEPAETMEHT OF DEPERSE ' „ 
DIBBCTCmiE FOR HEWS SERVICES  ̂

HENfS SERVICES........

INFOBMATION 1

EeQUssI} ido&'tifi.c&'bi.on on pl3.o1>8 B lssin g  1a  VltftlfaBi s t ’tack s

SOURCE OF ANSWER -

COORDIMJIQH

ACTIOIJ;

EBKmE

TIME IR ^ kohfied

LTJG Everett Alvarea Jr» Age 26, asslgiied to Attack q̂oadroQ IMt, based at Nav^ 

Air Station Leaoore, (^allfom ta. PHot of AltS airoraft f x x n  USS COBSTEELATIHN*

Waiet Mrso Tangee Alvarejs 1203 Madrcaag Aveaae
San Jose, allfoxnia

Parents: Mr* and Mrs* Everett^nvaxea 2l68 Bohannon DtIt©, Santa ^lara, ®alif

LTJG Richard C« Sather, age 26, assigned to Attack Squadron based at Kavol 
Mr Station Alaneda, ^aUTomia* P ilot of AlH aircraft fron USS G0BSTEZJ*AT]S9«

Bachelor

Parents* Mr* amd ^ s*  Christian Sather 339 West KoEiifL^
Pomona, California

ZES BEFOBT IS TO EE TURRED INTO THE CHIEF> HEWS DIVISIQII, IMfEDIiWr IIKW CGMPLETION.
/  / / .

/ /
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DATE

QUEST FRCM:_ 

QUERY:

A
DEP̂ ffiTMERT OF DEFEHSE 

DIRECTORATE FOR HEifS SERVICES 
NEI7S SERVICES

INFORMATION REPORT

TIME OSD REHtESERZATIVE

SOURCE OP AKSWER_

COOKDIMTIOIÎ ____

ACTION:

FHOBE

TIME INQUIRER NOTIFIED

Follow up info an tvo p ilo ts sdesisg in  Viet Nan attackst

LTJG Sather: University of ^ a lif. Riverside, Califo Bk Zoology June 1S>61 
Comissioned l 6 March 1^2* Designated Naval Aviator through the MSfG&D 
(Naval Aviati<»i Cadet) program 1 July 1963* Promoted to LTJQ l 6 S ^ t 63  ̂
Date of f ir s t Active ^tgr U November 15^«.

LT<]Q Alvarezs Santa ^̂ lara University 6S B le c tiic a l Engieeering June I 96O0 
Ebtered Navy MVGAD program 23oJune Camaissioned Ensign 12 Sept 60^
Designated Kaval Aviator 9 November Promoted to  LTJQ lU April "ISSZo .

/ I ' l  ^  *

SHIS REPORT IS  TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF, NEWS DIVISION, BM EDIAm i. UPON CCMPLETION.
/ i
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In

Kadena o r

r

'j

F-102 s a t  C lark Naha _., Yokota Misatja 
« C“  ' ”

, ' b 5 7  < ^ 2  a t  C l a r k  ,

•'F-105 V3. ,at Yokota v '3  a t  Kadena (a re  f ly a b la )  

F-lOO Mi^^aw \ i ^ a t  C lark

RF-101 ( l ^ a t  Misawa 1 a t  Kadena
V .

C 1 3 0  1 Tachi 3 a t  Kaha

(1  sqdn each_
Zr.' ' ....

;■ vy;-'" - : S ‘4.

PACAF 5 th  ii?

JO

5 th  AF a t  Fuchu 

1 3 th  a t "  C l a r k  AFB

315 t h  A i r  D i v  T a c h i  ( T r o o p  C a r r i e r )  

H q t r ’ s  a t  O k ie

. r , '

A  y

1

);■

. , i \

'■ I

■ V

' A : / ' /  . ;  :: /■)■ K '- ■■

/

\  /
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C  C
L • ' -  ' I  - •

5  a u ; i u s t  1 9 6 h  1 7 3 0  J i a s l a r i

T o n  L a n b e r t ^ Y  H e r a l d  T r i b  25?8 S >l60  L e g  B e U / C o p l e y

Did th.ci Photo-rccon planeo reVam to the attjick eri»a and If so, did tl̂ oy 
ret back to thoir carrier vdthout incidejit?

G;0 BRIEFHl VIA SKYDER
t

Capt EUiul

Ilaalan ’ 1830 Q/SM

I£ 3  YSS
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f  ;

5 IS56 Roalsen

B i l l  ’ . I s o  -  l i f ®  M a s  F E  7-SO O O

i t  routiao, p r i o r  t o  2  A u g ,  t o  ol>3« r v «  Pfc b o a t s  whil# o n  patrol ia  tho
l^o:iIci.i GulT?

Snyder -  Chliifo

?T boats had boaa sighted previouM y, howovor, no aggressive action was
td :5 n  by t h a *

•» %

/ l i  0 ^ :
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date August 5 j 1964______time_____________OSD REPRESENTATIVE__________ gi1 llk in

QUERY FROM; A1 S eh lsted t/ Baltimore Sun_____________________________________

QUERY;
V/ould lake confinnation or denial on report from Hanoi('ty Reuters) that 

the North Vietnamese shot dovm |iv e  U .S .a ircraft and have captured one p ilo t?

DEPARTMENT OP DEFEĤ SE
iffiCTORATE FOR NEt̂ S SERVICES

HEWS DIVISION

SOURCE OP ANSWER Command Post____________________________________PHOIiE ^962^

COORDIMATION ______________________________________________ _

ACTION: Completed by Vickery___________________ TIME INQUIRER NOTIFIED t cmn

The figure given by Mr, McNamara In th is  morning's conference s t i l l  holds.

//

THIS REPORT IS TO BE TURNED INTO THE CHIEF, NEWS DIVISION, IMMEDIATELY UPON COMPIETIOiS.

t'
L
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5 Aagaet IJcli 111!̂  Psrcat

Eotty CTiflninghan CKRIGHAli SCIEIia; lIClSTOa ^  £-21ii2/2223

?cq-^ost lonsitudo end l£.titudo location s of the s ite s  ncntloncd 

tJds nam ins I37 f^corctsry KcSatncra as having been struclc b /  carrier bacod 

aircrart—cp cciX icclly , Hca Gay, Lee Chao, Phrsc L ol, Vinh end Quaas iQ‘‘0» -

r- -/

Col >i:hdUc end Chief Austin !:iOC 

Hons Hoquircd

lU ijo r P a r e n t

. ^9625 

12li5

iioa 20-^7 H 
107-05 £

Log Qiso

Phuo Loi

Vinh

Q*aari3 >2:30

05 U7 ir
105<Sp6 E

ie . i t2  II 
ID^liO E

IR IO  N 
la ^ i iO  B

17-12 K
s o c : ^

/ } u .
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r r '
> *

A ircriift aboard the Tlcondoraea- Consteiblationj

A1 -  SijrraldiSi'a 
A4 -  Sltyhawlcs 
/3   Q r^ i/a r r io ra  

-  V igilrjatcs 
sii -  Crusndonj
F4 -  ?h2Rto:£3 .
R?3 -  -C rusadvsrd  
21 <- Tracey

/

' X /

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

-




n

\ ' Z O / l r 1

i ' )  5 C S  n e ’< ? T ( W t  

^  T T K h ' J b  r o

' j ' )  0 j i t k  > £ “

''') Q P n v f J i  T o o l i u - F ^

r i ' M ^  p r  

V p ^ T  / J o / 7 $

0 / Q 5 « S

/\ / \ / /^  f A n ^ o !  c n a f ^ y  

(> e iA o  s r ^ r ^ n  

-  H e i o i

G e  ' r a / i s ^ r ^

\ ( :

! / •

^ ^ i

£ j r ^ O \

\ 5 ‘) J / o  ^ O ^ i c  o ^ ' l

i ^ r l  M  I t O f i r i N i e  r o f i f f Y i ^ ^

V  ' t x  ^  ‘ f  / M  P<> 7 1/ 1 y>,

f ^ / o  r W i /
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' I ' O h c A J  R o s v  
6  f

\ J 6 N

1̂  ̂ 15

I " ? '  I O  

\ n '  x S

fi<̂  f\l ap -c^  

\i ■"L̂

?  4P VV

y U ^

X i ~ ^

•6

e^^ f S' O O

»«'V yS?

u H

h

\ < ; o 6  - *)vv c Ki ~i' \l v.fl-vjtt

O b t  CO I

f l (P N 6  ^  1

to t tM  c?

(51̂  y o ^  P/)
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/W .

11
I
J

1 / 1 1

C^

T i r l d  /A f iO / .  O o j j f  

T o  A^NO<^^o^ / \< ^ s P ^ } i^ .^
T i l l  I T  s r / s A * ^ f

I O ^ r i  ^  "

L ^  yO 1  -  ^ V ^ -W  X  7 ;  PZ?

U  L e-ti^  -

/ft 5 u J ^  .

' 7 ' o o y ^ r t  

i ;  C J O P n  L « - v - e

5 '̂̂ —A ^  * ■ 0  ft
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INTBOWCTIOK

T h i s  i s  a  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a o c o u o t  o f  t h a  e v a n t s  o f  T u a t d a ^ ^  A u g u s t  k ,

1 9 6 4  a n d  W a d n e e d a y ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  196^^ a «  t h ^  z « l a t a  t o  t b a  a t t a c k s  o n  t h a  

d e s t r o ^ r s  MAZSOX a n d  C .  TOHKXR JC V  I n  i n t a m a t l o o a l  i m t « r >  Ijgr p a t r o l  b o a t s  

o f  t h a  S o r t h  Y l e t n a o n a s a  N a v y  a n d  t h a  s u b s a q u a n t l y  a x t c u t a d  r a t a l l a t o x y  

s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  H o r t h  T i e t n a n e s e  b y  n a v a l  a i r c r a f t  f i r a s  t h e  UBS 

C G R S m iA T IG M  a a f i  TICGRXBBOQA.

No chronology, o f course, can ever hope to captuze the fu ll flavor and 

in tensity of these tvo days in August. The events vere coaqplex, tdie i^ ssu res  

v«r% great. Throughout, howaver, a nunftter of basic them s statrge. There is  

the aeareh fbr cptione, as word o t  the aeoond attadic on the durtvoywrs 

f ilte r s  in  early on the aomlng o f August Uth. These cj^lcms aust be shap* 

ed not only to the lansdiate iffoblem o f dealing sw iftly  and sharply with the 

JT Boat Bases but w wt, la  the seleotion  o f additiooal relBfercweirts, deal 

as v e il with the long range strategic i^pUcations o f the situK tico. Thers 

Is a period o f carefully reflolBg these options to r  tha President, the 

u ltia ste  deelsloa resting la  h is hands* FLanolag the strlh s occupies a 

good part o f the aftexnoon o f the ^th, coupled vlth  the Insistent dewind 

that the attacks cn the destroyers be verified  clearly and coanrlncii^ly’. 

Throuĉ unxt the svealng, word Is aiMlted for the f ir s t  launoh, signalling  

the start o f the retallatozy response. The launches begin « t 10:^3 p*B*« 

and the Pvealdent goes on the a ir  vlth in  the hour to  announoe our action  

to  the vmrM. F inally, the strike I t s e lf  Is Mopleted, a rsHurtE«a>ly 

successful operation.

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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Ttm  fSmmtiiJOfSf hM  r^L U d stfeetattfc ially  on zvoosdlags, aap»,

tm m  jtm ljm tm , a ln u tM  o f  r»l«v«& t — ftln g i, and dtsctm etooa v l t i i  Mmmov. 

NcdhMMtm, TmBom, Btmdy, MGiim«!MK3ii oGod CksnK«l l8MNil«r.

Zt wiBt btt I'wniwliiiirwil t2i«t mah o f -tibo aetleii rtportod ! •  oeeurrlog 

ilm O tem ously s t  dlfffa Muh Xtrrvli •  tbe Itntascm, la  ejBSBftS HeeaqtiarberB 

Honolulu, tcnaKla Oulf, tha South Chim Sm, and ta» twesmt «x«m» Most o f 

ttaMO loosHoM  a »  ia  d lfltew rt t in t  t oa m , mad n^porto o f tto  M tton wnrlvi 

« t  o i f f t a w t  i B t m l a .  l a r  v g jg ^ S m m m . WmmstM.. M  o f  ta n  tlw M ,

a a « & , , 5 a 3 a 3 g ^ j ! ^ < » ^ ^

a*igDB t la »  ia  12 b o o n  Ijclw r t t e a  BDV. O ulf o f  gnrirtn  t lM  ! •  13 

bouoni la to r ,  iM t th o  Pw tgoy ri  ̂ in  Urn O ulf o f  Unrtrtn leapt S alcan t i a a .

CIBCaftC (Bgnolula) tlaa  la  6  h o m  aaarllaar than BCV. 9iaa» fbor rwwaplaj 

lOtOO MH. la  UaahiagtOB ia  lOtOO HI Sai«aa tiaa  and l̂ tOO iM Hawolttln tia a ,

9ba 'vsrioiia aklHPaviatlona uaad ttooogbout aam thaaat

CUTOftC «■ CoBamifliar i s  GMai*, Baoifio •» M aixal Sbaarp 

CIBCeACTUr •  CeawemSKP In Qdmt, Baedfle Flaat • AMLz»l Moosvr 

OGHBBVSmsriff •  O ow aA ar, Sannnfth f lM t  •  AMUmX
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TUESDAY 

AUGUST k t h .  1 9C 4

7 tU 0  AM» ( o r  7 i h 0  H 4 , A u g u s t  k ,  S a i g o n  n m e )   T h e  MADDOX r e p o r t s  

t h a t  a n  a t t a c k  a p p e a r s  i a a d n e n t  f r t »  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  h y  i m i d e n t i f i e d  v e s s e l s .

T h e  MADDOX i n  o o o ^ p an y  w i t h  t h e  C .  TURHER JO Y  i s  h e a d i n g  s o u t h e a s t  n e a r  t h e  

c e n t e r  o f  t t e  O o l f  o f  T c m k in  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s  a p p r o x i a g a t e l y  65  B s i l e s  

f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t  l a n d .  T h e s e  s h i p s  i a B K d i a t e l y  g o  00  t h e  a l e r t .  NMCC r e c e i v e s  

t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  a b o u t  9 : 3 0  AM,

8 : 1 ^  AM:  F i r s t  w o r d  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  a t t a c k  o n  Idxe MA2HX3K i s  r e c e i v e d  

a t  t h e  P e n t a g o n  b y  t h e  D2A Z n d i c a t l o n s  C e n t e r  o v e r  t h e  p h o n e  f r o n  B a A .

W h i l e  o n  t h e  p h o n e ,  a  c c rp y  o £  t h e  USA f i e l d  u n i t  m e s s a g e  a r r i v e s  a n d  c q p i e s  

a r e  d e l i v e r e d ,  s o n e t i n e  b e t w e e n  8 :3 0  a . m .  a n d  9 : 0 0  a . B .  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

D e f e n s e  M c N a m a ra , a n d  t h e  C h a i m a n  o f  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f  U h s e l e t r .

6 : 3 6  a m ? ( o r  8136 PM , A u g u s t  k ,  S a i g o n  T ia s e )   T h e  MADDOX e s t a b

l i s h e s  i t s  f i r s t  r a d a r  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t w o  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s u r f a c e  v e s s e l s  a n d  

t h r e e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t .  M B M s b M W H k , U . S .  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  a r e  

l a u n c h e d  t r c a  t h e  UBS TICOHDEROGA t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  MADDCK a n d  t h e  TURNER JO Y  '  

w i t h  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p o s s i b l e  a t t a c k s  f r o m  t h e  u n i d « m t i f i e d  v e s s e l s  a n d  

a i r c r a f t ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  I ^ s i d e n t ' a  p r e v i o u s l y  i s s u e d  d i r e c t i v e s .

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  TICONDESOGA i s  l o c a t e d  i Q s p p o x i i a a t e l y  1 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  

E a s t  N o r t h  E a s t  o f D a  N a n g .  (H M X  r e c e i v e s  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  a b o u t  1 0 : 3 0  AM)

9 : 0 8  AM: ( o r  9 : 0 8  IM , A u g u s t  U , S a i g o n  T im e )   T h e  MADDOK r e p o r t s  

t h a t  t h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  i t s  r a d a r  s c r e e n  b u t  

t h a t  t h e  s t i r f a c e  v e s s e l s  a r e  s t i l l  r o n a i n i n g  a t  a  d i s t a n c e ,  f lu  U .  S .  a i r  

c r a f t  f r c a  t h e  TICONDEROGA a r r i v e  a n d  c c jD tte n c e  d e f e n s i v e  p a t r o l  o v e r  t h e
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MAiaXSK mad the T IS H E R  JOY» (WSX recelven tM s repcrb ftt IXiO  ̂ AM.)

9 il2  !AM> McNamara c a lls  the l^esident and t e l l s  hia about the USA 

in te llig en ce  warning he has Juat received 'ttat the i s  on the a ler t

again, with the i^reeence o f h o stile  ships reported.

9 x 1 9  AKi  Whealer i s  n o w  i n  r e c e i p t  o t  s e v e r a l  >ae8s a g e s „  i n c l u d i n g  

thiei ItSA c a b l e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  that the MADDOX s ta y  b e  u n d e r  attack . He caJJLs 

A d m i r a l  G r i a m ,  HMCC, a n d  asks whether Grian has ee«n « t y  nsessages cm the 

a t t a c k  a n d  w h e t h e r  CIHCPAC w i l l  b e  i ^ l e  t o  r e s p o n d  e f f e c t i v e l y .  GriBm 

r e p o r t s  t h a t  h e  h a s  o n e  a e s s a g e )  b u t  has n o t  t a l k e d  t o  CIRCPAC. IQ^eler 

t h e n  s a y s  h e  w i l l  c a l l  CIKCFAC h i m s e l f .

9 i 2 ^  JM i<K W h e a l e r  c a l l s  G e n e r a l  M c C u tc h e o n  (CXHCPAC J«3) a n d  a s k s  

l a t h e r  h e  h ^  r e c e i v e d  a n y  w o r d  o n  a n  iB q ;> en d in g  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  d e s t r o y e r s .  

M c C u tc h e o n  o q r s  h e  h a s  n o  w o r d ,  b u t  w i l l  i n m e d i a t e l y  c h e c k .  V Q a e a le r  i s  

i n s i s t e n t  t h e  d e s t i r a y e r s  * 'c lo b l> e r "  t h e  a t t a c k e r s ,  a n d  m k e  e v e r y  

e f f o r t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  h o s t i l e  s h i p s ,  u s i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  a i r  s u p p o r t ,  i f
c\^)crAC.

required. \The tia e  i s  3*23 AK, August U, Ifoiielulu.)

«  «  *  •

9 > 2 5  AM »  l l t g S  AM 

EABLSr MEETINGS AT fERTAGON

M c N a m a ra , D e p u t y  S e c r e t a r y  V a n c e ,  G e n e r a l  B u r c h i n a l ,  C o l c m e l  J o n e s ,  

a n d  A d m i r a l  M o s t i n  o f  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  m e t  a t  t h e  P e n t a g o n  a s  r e p o r t s  o f  

t h e  a t t a c k  cm  t h e  d e s t r o y e r s  c c a ie  i n .  A s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  g r o w s  m o r e  i n t e n s e ,
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p o s s i b l e  l e v e l s  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  a r e  d i s c u s s e d ,  a n d  t a r g e t  f o l d e r s  a r e  

e x a m i n e d .  H ig h  o n  t h e  l i s t  are t h e  P T  b o a t  a n d  s i ^ ) p o r t i n g  KXL i n e t a l l a  

t i o n s ,  b u t  o t h e r  t a r g e t s  s u c h  a s  a i r f i e l d s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c o t ^ l e x e s  a n d  

b r i d g e s  a r e  a l s o  scrutiniised. M c N a n a r a ,  a b o u t  l ^ tO O  a s k s  t h a t  t h e  

JC S  b e  s u ia n o n e d ,  a n d  t h e y  a r r i v «  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  C a p t a i n  M L U e r  

o f  t h e  H a v y ,  a  a i n e  e x p e r t ,  i s  a l s o  a s k e d  t o  ^oin tlK; Bleating a n d  t h e  

p o s a i b i U t y  of mining t h e  c o a s t  i s  d i s c u s s e d .  H e r e  i t  i s  pointed o u t  

t h a t  t h e  mines w o u ld  h a v e  to  be b r o u g h t  into t h e  c a r r i e r s  f r o m  S u b i c  B a y ,  

t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  M c H a m a ra , d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  c a l l s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n f o r m s

'TW/-
h im  t h a t  a  r e t a l i a t o r y  a t t a c k  i s  b e i n g  p l a n n e d ,  a n d  t e l l s  liiR i 

w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  nu iiA )er o f  o p t i o n s  t o  h im  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e , *

*er

t S l r t e

T > e c A /« ^ M t« 5  KjePcfLr^-m *^ ~ nhe^ L>au/vcW«o
fcr a o s s mg e  I s  a e i i f  t u  d S C T A C g UJiijLa C a l r

A Comi»/»*7 >na Mrotfu oo'fn,r»e pmvroor^of
l^ a tx io l  o v e r --t h e  d e s t g e y w e ,  " t e r c o n s i s t  o f  2  F - o s ,  2  A - 3 s ,  a n d  4  A > l s .

9:30 AM: 9 : 3 0  HH, A u g u s t  U, S a i g m i  T im e )   A d d i t i o n a l  v e s s e l s

a r e  o b s e r v e d  o n  t h e  MADDOQC r a d a r  s c r e e n s ,  a n d  t h e s e  v e s s e l s  b e g i n  t o  c l o s e  

r a p i d l y  o n  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  a t  s p e a d s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1+0 k n o t s .  A s  t h e  

a t t a c k i n g  c r a f t  c o n t i n u e  t o  c l o s e  r a p i d l y  f r o m  t h e  w e s t  a n d  s o u t h ,  t h e  

MASiXSC e v a l u a t e s  t l ^ i r  I n t e n t i o n s  a s  h o s t i l e .  (NM X; r e c e i v e s  t h i s  m e s s a g e  

a t  11:20 EOT.)

9 : 3 2  AM: ( 3 : 3 2  AM, A u g u s t  U , a t  C IS C P A C )  Q t I h k  (NMCC) c o n t a c t s  

t h e  CIRCPM :; d u t y  o f f i c e r .  M a j o r  R o s e n b a u m .  OrlBBB r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  N tC C

‘̂U c K a m a ra  m a d e  t h r e a  c a l l s  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a t  9 * ^ 3  AM, 
1 0 : ^ 3  AM a n d  1 1 : 0 6  AM.
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has Just wcard trcm  MAQDOX tbat ft possi1»le attack a^i^ars

inmrinent from FT boats» wants to  kzsow I f  a ir cover i s  ava ilab le, and what 

has beim done to  s t i l ly  tbe destroyers an e ffe c tiv e  response capa­

b ility *  Qrimt ind icates that aM ltlonal measures, boycmd tJsK̂ se d irectly  

involving the dCBtroyers, are being ccaiBidered in  V^wshington. Bie duty 

o fficer  has no infogmation about the sitoa tion  but adds that McCutcbe<m 

i s  ©Q h is w»y in . Grlam says that he w ill arrange far an open lin e  

between CIStCPAC and Washington, and t e l l s  the CIIKî AC representative that 

th is  i s  a "hot cme.**

9 i 5 2  AMi i m  9 * 5 0  PM , A u g u s t  4 ,  S a l ^ n  Tiiae) • -  T h e  d e s t r o y e r s  r e

p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  are t i n d e r  c c x i t i n a o u s  t o r p e d o  a t t a c k  a n d  a r c  e n g s g e d  i n  

d e f e n s i v e  c c ^ t e r f l r e  a g a i n s t  S o r t h  V i e t n a i o e s e  p a t r o l  b o a t s ,  ( lO X ^  

r e c e i v e s  t h i s  m e s s a g e  a t  1 1 1 3 9  AM a n d  H s U 2  A l t . )

10}OU AHi McCutcheon OElla Burchinal, vho is  then in  McNaioara*s 

o ff ic e . Borchinal t e l l s  him that the P e n ta ^  has ju st received a "flash" 

that the destroyers are under attack . McCutcheon rep lies that be has not 

seen i t  y e t, but ind icates that the f le e t  and the Qurrier Task Force have 

been a lerted . The TZCONBEIKXjA, about 15 minutes away from the destroyers 

by a ir , i s  alerted* So i s  CONS!EBLIA£ZON, which had JLeft Hong Kong
t«7

. y e s t e r d a y  a n d  i s  h e a d e d  s o u t h ^  B o r c h i n a l  s t a t e s  t h a t  t l »  CCRSTEIXATICK 

w i l l  b e  o r d e r e d  t o  m o v e  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  o f f  S o u t h  V i e t n a m ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  t h e  TICCGZIEROGA.. H e a l s o  t e l l s  M c C u tc h e o n  t h a t  a  p o s s i b l e  r e t a l i a t o r y  

s t r i k e  i s  b e i n g  c ( M is id e x « d  a g a i n s t  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  b a s e s  a n d  a s k s  h im  

t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  so m e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  t a r g e t s  i f ,  i n  f a ^ ,  a n  a t t a c k  i s  

c a r r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e s t r c ^ y e r s .

W O W > f < A T  6  I S T T S !  ,  ,  \
f  j )  p /1V  ^  C >  /

^  ^  fr,—
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10:15 AMi (10j15 B i, A u g u s t  If, S f t i g o n  T im s )  — Ihe d e s t r o y e r s  i«p<M Pt 

t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a v o i d e d  t o r p e d o e s  a n d  h a v e  s u n k  o t©  o f  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  c s r a f t ,

(M C C  r e c e i v e s  t h i s  a t  l i t 5 2  A M .)

1 0 » 1 9  AM: ( U t l 9  AM, CHiCPAC T ia a e )  M c S to n a ra  c a l l s  S h a r p  a n d  a s k s  

w h e t h e r  h e  h a s  s e « n  t h e  m e s s a ^ s  r e a d i n g  a  p o s s i b l e  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  MAIDQX. 

S h a r p  s a y s  h e  h a s  i r x s t  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  CIRCPAC Coaanumd C e n t e r  w id  t h a t  t h e  

m e s s a g e s  a r e  i n .  T h e y  d i s c u s s  t h e  " k i U ”  c a p a h i l i t y  o f  t h e  MADDOQC a » d  t h e  

TUHRER J O Y . M c f la n a r a  i s  p a r t i c u X a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a s s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e ^ , ' ^  

d e s t r o y e r s  h a v e  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  i i e a d  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  a 4 r  s u p p o r t ^  M c^araa3r a  

a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  m o d i f i t s a t i c m  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  e n g i g a n e n t  i s  J j e i a g  

s e n t  t o  S h a r p .  ( S e e  1 0 : 3 3  e n t r y  b e l o w . )  ^  ^  t . J t :  a J L a ^

1 0 : 3 3  AM:  A a e s s a e e ,  p e r s o n a l l y  s i g n e d  b y  M c K tw u r a ,  i s  s e n t  f r c m  t h e  

JC S  t o  CZHCPAC o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r u l e s  a t  e n g a e e u e n t  t a r  t h e  d e s t r t ^ y e r s ,  I f o d e r  

t h e  r u l e s ,  t h e  c l o s e s t  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  H o r t h  V l e t n « a  o o a a t l i n e  f o r  t h e  

d e s t r o y e r  p a t r o l  i s  11  n a u t i c a l  a d l e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  h o s t i l e  a t t a c k ,  

a i r c r a f t  o n l y  a r e  a u t h c r i e e d  t o  p u r s u e  a n d  a t t a c k  t h e  h o s t i l e  f a r c e s  u p  

t o  t h e  t h r e e  B i l e  l i s i i t  o f  t h e  K o r t h  V i e t n j n e s e  c o a s t l i n e .  T h e  a e s s a ^ ^  

a l s o  d i r e c t s  t h a t  t h e  CXHSTELIATZON b e  n o v e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  o f f  S o u t h

V i e t n a m ,  w i t h  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  d i s c x r e t i o n  o f  t h e  c a m B a n d e r .  ,,
/OoT^: a t  eoT^ AOIO^T 3.;0 COM ^^»o#NJTHrcT OiftetTfO THe Cowsre/UnoA/

ML m l  n i l l i )  IT  w t s  S ^ u o u c e o  TO
At b'Ol^/1 (? D T p OO'TK*

1 0 : U2  AM: ( o r  1 0 : U2 IM , A u g u s t  U , S a i g o n  T i w e )  «  T h e  d e s t r o y e r s  

r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  e v a d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  t o r p e d o e s  a n d  h a v e  s u n k  a n o t h e r
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o f  t h e  a t t a c k i i i g  c r a f t *  O t b e r  p r o t e c t ! vse a i r c r a i t  b a v e  a r r i v e d  o v e 3* B a d ,  

b u t  w e a t h e r  im d  d a r k n e e s  a r e  b a a i p e r i n g  t b e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  ( IM X ! r « e © i v e s  

t h i s  n e s s a g e  a t  U t 37  i ^ . )

10152 AHi  ( a r  10* 5 t August k,  Saigon fSjae)  Êl»e MASDOK reports 

t h a t  t h e  d e s t r c ^ r s  a r e  s t i l l  l u i d e r  a t t a c k ,  (IQ C C  r e c e i v e s  t h i s  n e s s a g e  

a t  1 2 i 2 4  f M . )

1 0 }  5 3  AMt  l& J Ia ia a r a  c a l l s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t *

l Q t 5 9  AMi  S h a r p  c a l l s  B u r c h i n a l  i n  M d l a i i w r a 's  o f f i c e ,  a iad  a  d i s

o w n  0 »J3
c x u t s i o a  o f  p o s s i b l e  t i w « a 4 «  f o r  a  j r e t a l l a t o r y  s t r i k e  e n s t a e s .  S h a r p

s u g g e s t s  HCn B E ,  HQK M g , :BSR T S m ,  a n d  QOAJSG KHB. B o r c h l n a l  i n d i c a t e s
^  o T H e /?  g N > 0

t h a t  a  Q u n b e r  o f  o p t i o n s  a l c m g  t h e s e  i im e m  a r e  b e i n g  e < » x s i ( t o r e d .  S h a r p

 A11 t P “  T o  ^says th a t  a  strilo e  could be c a rrie d  ou t ,oia say so  j* s ta te s  th a t  an

a r s K d  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a l o n ^ ;  t h e  S o o r th  V ie tn a c B ie se  c o a s t  v o u l d  b e  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,

and p o in ts  o u t th a t  th e  CCXKITSUATION, about 390 B ile s  frc n  th e  destro jners,

i s  c o n i n g  i n  t o  j x r o r i d e  s u p p o r t .  \  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t a l i t  o f  j a r o v i d i n g  t h e

< » r r i e r s  v i t h  a  n l o l n g  c i ^ b i l i t y « / ’̂ « ld rd H N M B H B K  U U lU i 'a i l 'i t  T ] ^ p i l f U n t<

^ b a r p  s a y s  t h a t  i t  s i g h t  t a k e  a b o u t  ^  h m i r s  t o  a c h i e  e  t h e  c a j i i M l i t y ,

t h e  p o ro b lra a  b e i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  m i n e s  l O s o i ^  t h e  c a r r i e r s *  &  a l s o  r e p c n r t s

t l m t  h e  h a s  a  s K S s a g e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h ^  ^ s t r c ^ r s  a r e  u n d e r  c m t i n u o u s

t o r p e d o  a t t a c k s .  ( H o t e t  S in e ®  a c t i x a l  w asr^  o f  t h i s  s i t t m t i o n  h a d  n o t  y e t

r e a c h e d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  S h a r p  i s  f U X i n g  i n  N e 9 1 p » r a  (m  t h e  d e t a i l s . )

IX:06 AMt MeWipnim oeais the ft*esidentl CooW(>o in

n O O ^ i  OK)
Q u i c k C ^  _ u  ,

Njow b SuPPO
TffcD^. 1^0 '

* ' DC  £? h o
up TO 6ey
O o w v  

A S  r / > 5 r
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!\%  OlSfO$S*»C) /46/?lA^^
^^)^? ft.€» || 

\.,J|^T Uivl\ ,

IX; 18 AMi Sharp aillfi^ ̂ B u r c h i n a l  aniS^proifi^t^trfar *w±tJi ttm la te s t

■9

situ ation  report on thj? att&ck. According to  Sharp, the destroyers were

exchanging f i m  the patrol boats and the MAUXSC had dodged a t lea st

fiv e  toarpedoes,/ Sharp then suggests tb& t the LOC CHOU estuary he added

to  arxy  l i s t  o f targets since he nan hm  infonoation i t  i s  lt»ing \ised as

a  hiding place for the PT boats. When Shai^ again laeatiowB the d esira b ility

o f an arsied reconuaisswice along the ccaist lin e , aarchdnal aatoss i t

absolixtely clear that McHatoara i s  seriously  ccmeidering severer action* 
t  V t t u t j  e ^ c iu j» 6 c  o c c o o f ; ’

He t e l l s  S h a r p  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  o f Static Bask i s  <m h i s  m y  to  ttK

‘2mPentagon, and that laewtingB v i l l  be la ter  a t the White Hcjuse.
/

t^nil  II iiny'THTI III...... VI Uniriiii ( i> p

U ^ I Q  M t  ( n . * 3 0  m ,  A t i g ^ t  i t ,  S a i ^  T i m )   T h e  C O m E I l A n O H  

r e c e i v e s  a  p r e l i a d n a r y  a l e r t i ^  a i e s s a ^  stating t h a t  f o r  p a r

p o s e s  " t i a e r e  i s  a  s t r o n g  p o / s i b i U V  y o a  w i l l  b e  d i r e c t e d  o n  s h c a r t  n o t i c e  

t o  l a y  o n  a r m e d  r e c o n n a j ^ s a n c e  a t  s e a  a g a i n s t  S w a to w s  o r  r e p r i s a l  a t t a c k  

a g a i n s t  S w a to w  b a s e s  a s  C3UIAHG K H E, BEai TIEJY o<r PHUC L O I , "  A t  t h i s  

t i a e ,  t h e  C C B S X E I im O H  i s  b e a d i n g  i n  a  s o u t h  s o u t h w e s t  d i r e c t i o n  t o  

J o i n  t h e

/
I

/ t  T K f e

C»li^ a*iC9MC- i  f? e h 't7  aft gSfc>r<^

BO O ti»i .
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7^  A

U L I2 0  AM  1 2 : 3 0  m  

JC S  >^EET

BUHDY AND HUSK AKRIVE AT lEHTAOOH 

THE O P n C H S  ABE ZiSVI

1X:20 AM: At M b H a o a r a 's  <mll, JCS BMt In McKajBBira's dining rooei with 

Vance and M c B a a n r a .  Tt^sent a r e  Acting C h a i m a n  Ic M B y , Admiral MdDonald, 

General Jolmsm, OeiiMn  ̂ Qrecne, General Goodpaster, Borchinal, Mostin and 

..asBistants. HdSsraara Infonas JCS be has OKlXed the Treaident and tliat be  ^

is  interested in  a quick capability to  respood,

IXtSQ AM: Rusk and G r e o n e  (Deputy A ssistant Secretary of State, Far 

Sastem  Afflairs) arrive at meeting. At UcNainara's direction, Burchinal 

briefs Busk.

1 1 :Uo AM: Presidential A ssistant Bundy arrives at J C S  netting. 

McSasiara briefs Bundy. M cH aaaara  infoamTeroiq) that be has issued carders 

to  have mines moved from Subic Bey into Da Hang. There is  a discussion of
ri

retaliatory measures. McSamara and Bundy discuss >a sharp lim ited blew 

sncb as air strikes as oipposed to the continuing pressure o f oining the
I....  

S o o r th  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t ; » j n v l i i e  d i s c u s s i o n  M c H a n a ra  d e v e l o p s  f o u r  o p t i o n s

t o  _ yj
f o r  ^ K !  s h a r p  l i m i t e d  b lo w  a n d  o n e  o p t i o n  f o r  J M r  c o n t i n u o u s  p r e s s u r e

T h e  f o u r  o p t i o n s  f t x r  t h e  s h a r p  l i m i t e d  b l o w  a r e a  ^  0

1 ,  A i r  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  P T  b o a t s  a n d  t h e i r  b a s e s .

2 .  A i r  s t r i k e s  a g a i n s t  p e t r o l e u m  i n s t a l l a t i o n s .
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3* Air strikes on bridges.

k* Air stz lk es on pareistige tareetB» mch as a ir  f ie ld s .

The opti(»ii fcur cozitliming presoure Against Horth Yietmonse !■ to  

Bdne th»lr coiaU ioef~l^Sii>rA  te l ls  IcMay that the Ĵ CS should work 

reoonBienaatlons for in ed ia te  action, then rectnaended actioos for 2k, 

and. 6 0  hours ahead, JtuULm îg special ea^thasis on relnforGesente^ such 

as the aaaveojent o f  B-57s into Sooth Vietnam and fi^ iter-intereeptars into  

the R tilippines.

1 2 | 0  ̂ HUi KcHaamra, loak, Boadŷ  Qre<^ and Wnce aove to  McH«2aara*s 

oftloa^ Gkimf& oont̂ Uxus wemtim in  McEaaaura's dlniog room. At th is

nesting the options are generally refined to  threat

1* Sharp lis ite d  strikes against such targets as IT boats,

7T bases, o i l  dUBq>s, e tc .

2 .  C k m t i i a i i n g  p s r e s a u r e ,  i . e . ,  a l a i a g  t i i e  V i e t n a m  c o a s t .

3* A CGBibinaticxi o f both.

IgtgO jfffc MdHanara, Busk, Bandy and Chreane depart for White House. 

Vance goes into McNana3̂ *s dining room to  ask JRCS i f  i t  wcmld in*ir** any 

difference whether the retaliatory strikes were conducted at f ir s t  light* 

JCS t e l l  Vance that such an attack would sake no dlffierence from a 

ipilitary standpoint but that fewer people b1^  be there.

l^tS3 Htt Vance departs for the White Hbuse. JjftX c^tim ie laeating 

u n til l*i»9 During their aeating, at JCS direction, Borchinal ca lls  

McNwoara at White House to reconsaend the sharp lim ited reaponse option.

«  «  •  »
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»  «  *  «

-  3iOO PM

m p O K A L  S E O J R IT r  OOUMCIL MEEriWO

LUHCai WITH i m  PRBSIDEHT

A  r t g u l t t r l y  • e h e d u l a d  N a t l o o a l  8« e u r l t y  M M tlx ig  C N m te r in g  o n  t h e

C y p ru B  s i t u a t i o n  i s  I n  p r o g r e M  v&uan M o N a o f tra , R u s k ,  a n d  B u n d y  « r r i v «

1 / ■
f tt tlw  H hlt* Ho u m . McIlMiaani b r i* fa  t lu  p a r tic ip a n ts , th s

V

F x « a l d « a t »  o n  t h «  a v « l l « b 3 «  d t t w i l s  o f  t h e  f tt tn « 3 i :  t h e  d i t « t r a iy « 7 t .  BunOt 

l n < 3 i« * t « a  t h a t  h « ,  M e N a a a a ra , a n d  J C ^  a r «  d a v a l o i ^ j i i g  a  s e t  o f  o p t i c o u i ,  

h u t  t h a t  t h m y  a r e  n o t  a u f f i e i a n t l y  r e f l x M d  f o r  p r e a e n t a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i n e .

A t  a  I v a M h ,  i ^ « h  b e g p a  a b o u t  1 ) 0 0  I f !  a n d  e n d e d  e i> o u t  2 i ? 0  B 4 ,  

f o l X o N l t t g  t h e  I S C  B M >ettng» t y p e s  o f  r e s p o n s e  a io d  t h e  t a r g e t s  a r e  k v y  

t o p l e s *  R \is lc ,  M i^C tem ara, MeCtMoe, B im d y ,  a M  V S n e e  a r e  w i t h  P r e s t d i m t .

The Pr«tid«at agrees that a firm, sw ift retaliatory strike oust be easried 

out, Ilere, a gmeraXcoas«unM i s  formed cm the approaeih fin a lly  taken in  

the JCS m ssa ^  to CZHCMC, developed later that aftwmoon, ordnrlng the 

strikes into exeeution/ the FT boats located at bastts P Q IT  WALLUT, HON OAY, 

FHIX: ZiOZ and QUANG KHE «ad LOG CHAD estsuxy and the <^1 d^pot VIHH. (See the 

9tl9  Bf entry belotr.) The sdning options ** v e il as an a t t i^  m  HAjtPifOllQ 

are rejeeted. The President atics hov Icmg i t  would take to  eaeeeute the 

strik e. MeNtt»ra estiBMites Arm the advice be hM reoiivetd l ^ t  a strike 

eould be launohed at f ir s t  l i i^ t  ( 7 i 0 0  AM looal tin e) or 7t<X ) l^uhington 

t ia s . The Fresidaot aAji MoNastara to  e a ll Idle Chiefs to  eonfirm the tiae> 

but MeNiuaara sayv he w ill «ftM»ek i t  out on h is retuim to the I^tagon.
It

1 /  " P r e s s n t  a r e  hoib4i ^  K « n e ^ ,  M e C o n e , M e D e w a o t t ,  B a l l ,  T a l i o t ,  D i l l e m , '  
R o w a n ,  R e e d y ,  V a l e n t i ,  C l i f t o n ,  S s d t h ,  a n d  K o to e r .
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12t22 as* Simrp <*13jb BtaraMaal and gkvm  b ia  Urn Xstovb idtcKtloa 

n p ort ctt t l»  toQppado î tm dMwtx«9« » *  S v t ia s ^  ax« laait B to

6  XT Bo0t«  mm ngBgifly '<>«o xvpoctad «iaaâ  no «mh|7 tdrosmft ai« m*

or*r «b» dwtoragwni. fShwrp fluOei %hKt dwtaroywe* b» gl'wei peoMlMlon 

to  pinnra* fV BoiKta to  ib»  tto w « « lle  H a iti aoaA edvam ft tm pisMittoa 

to  mawgt in  hat paewntt cnrnt Bortli t«nltoK y, BuerdbtiiHa orfhrlMHi

h ix ttMBt tli« nOiM o f tngig— nt mm M a g  ixmiMmnA ikSlmmm mad ttat 

JKS« Borcailanl MftrUMM Btuaep to  «lg oat tBaqgtt sKtcerlal on IBQC 

qnanff y nfff o u  oei^bKx. iAit>K̂ v«*5 't¥»’9 ^

* H<« (12t3a m  Ssl«QB tiM , ibt^nst — Sm dMtvagr«n x«port

t in t  « t iM st tvo «nHQr oxKft te«e ^mm mvsBk, ta t  th«t loir onlltnai oaatli&» 

to  T itu r  tiM aizoM ft o|i«retlewi. (M X  v e m iy a  thi« wipogt aiboi  ̂ to  2 

hour* laAme*}

12i!» BU (12̂ 51̂ AM SaiitaD tjJM, Angost — In addltton to  th* 

toKpado attadc, tii* TUB8 8 R JOST zwpoertB tSiat during th« «agag«agnt  t6m mm 

t i f & vBpcm. Ijgr m itcm tlc uMpons ^ 1* iMiag musdnatod by •MrcdOli^xt*. 

(MBC zvodTM th is  zvfpoort aSwut to  2 hours lst«r«)

. C K H c n c  n n e .
' " 12«yr Hi. (I2 s^ AM Saigoe tS m , August *- cm cm c ssnOs atssegs 

to  JCB x«QflBBSDdlflg ta»Et autibearilgr 1» gnntsd to  cooAuct paaltliF* IT* S» a ir  

strilBM em sooe ms ^osclblis agBinst BB !EBOT, HGRMB, Q0A80 XBB̂  snd X4X! 

C8A0. (HH9C z«e«l<««i th is  MHHMflS « t _ HI,}

/
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I tO S l M »  s t m r p  o a H s  B tfa w fliiim l a a d  in Q io a rtti t w o  ^  t t l a r c o n f t  

Imcn bMB n a rla g  o u t o£ m o /m  M  fm t msnO  ̂ m  M  HQR. mrnx^

th ftt m  u m a o t a tfooA  to  p c n d t  tao itU «  a lr e z v f t to  fSjr o m t om xrim n^ 

Sharp quotMjpgopo«»flTiwi—>g»m mCm ofwiipiMB—nit ftarKtanamft 
vhlcto wcjfuld g wm t «n tbo ritar to  A oelsm  hoK U « end taamge «ngr losrttt 

tle ta w w /C h lO e B  t t l r a « f t  «boM  a e tto M  tfm r k IIIiIb  •  "m w ced H s 

onrlitlalgr? ttaait «n c tta d c  on 0,8« ftooroM ! •  is tan O td , lu rch lB B l «g>Me 

thsk tho WMii n  ibouM \m Mat I f BMdtd fbr th t M«aitgr of CZIOMC 

y ggq—i >«121 a o t t  aiMaqp'c nin— w lf Hoar « te  JB ^aaA  to S l*  iSte*^ I t e t  •

— t l ag U  aoir 0oi«g <» « l th t IBdto Boiim.

I jS a jI k — led te  & *»• Sltw llxm  Icm /m U s I W W I  Ctiwml
N\t»T1kJO

O m ta rM I M tvlM * I t e t  Hm BBO — i t t a i  h m  ^ w t lareleei iq^, M aaoKm , 

MaOant, BtaO^ Bonfly, « d  TImimi hmm mem §pm  to  lunch u l th  taw fn m id K k . 

SltwtUoB loo« i«st« to bo surt t te t th» i r t—t  xigparta fim  

a—t yg y r i  « ra  AsanModed « t  oaMio*

Itg fr W » •»  M d ta ttr» , « t l l l  « t  l l i i to  Boom , mUM  Baarablaia «t» 

B iato0oa. B iirefltim I to U t  b l»  tiK t S b ttp  had faport a d tb *  jamawewo o f  

hoo tU o  alrexiK ft (paraMblgr Zb 28* t)  flg rla s  o f  EKZBIX aaft « m  law ilag

•  " to  ongBBt** OEKdnr i f  tta* a o o a r l^  b i t  Ita raw  wm t to aatoaad  Iqr «Bnqr 

a i r  (m o  Urn ItO a B i antagr a£boi«). MOtmmm i a  iw H a ta u t 13mt fkw tar 

s lta a tic B  rtfptaeim hm cib taiaaa fv a a  Vm  MAIDGK coad atfka t l ia t  Sbaxp tz y  to

ooutaot «M d—tw ywf tqr Mdlo* BimM iwl aAflaaa tbat ttae JGB had t e n
5 e \ e e r f o  *r«<>T o p t »'P/v i * < A i <i
nnngfilanrtag 3 wnfnw of aotton, aafth |Bin(fnwMilTiTy h1|{hag !n Ita lan l  
VHOC. k ^ S t i  L o C  c/M  t j . T»#e Ut Hhi ^pHOC L o t  o i l

M rfn n rilg rr--M r-M M M tl» o f
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Xf2I m > (l»?r Mt Smi0 OD t im ,  Aagiwt 5lh) — fbm 

M rim im  fo— wirtir on th* MM3BCK Mods «  mASB" m w —■ to  (SMGOMORff, 

tdth JCS Oft tfai liiHwiiitHon lU t .  9m "fXiUBE* atelM  «>»t ft MVlnr o f 

Hm msUm  anor xvported ooBtaota a d  toKpodom fU vd ”̂ ppmr
/

dcwMfttl*” "Reeek Twwtbw cftiBato” on i«dsr» Md * W t ■■<;«»" w m iiMaa 

M r lam  >oafliMtHa ttu  mbsqt ngparto. Ifo  Y lm al lanrt t a n

z«vartea i r  ^  MMDBGOC, and Ite  O w ndai- tlw t a **eava«te

•m lnattm " IM leiertakm i M o m  «nr IMvtlMar Mftlfla. (WDC V 9tlr m  

t h i s  » n ioar» tSbmA t o  2  ) io n »  2 « ^ . )  (X o te t Btmxp vm pm ^ iSm 

wfcotw w  o f tliU  —■Wipi to  B areh l*!. Soo tfao lt!59 IK « d  2t06 IM 

OBferlM boloir.)

« •  I tiJ e id a B  ^  MslaKm*a rmqpmmt, BureMotiL n a llo  Staup 

aad m6a  ftxr «  otslMs rapoart on tlM aiHpu— nt« 6h u p  rvpcarts t t e t  two 

Rf Boot* hm« "bmm aoBk ta t im xmamrtadn m  to  Ifao to ta l wiidnT Involvtd 

aad aagra t ta t  aoat 1 3  toorpodoaa Inm taan Im obad. JOmo, ta  sipoarta 

that thaw  i«  aaaa ladioattlott odT aMiqr a ln m ft  la  tfaa aam ta t aaopv tta t  

«lro3(« n  tath  firaa tto  nOGKSIQlU aad OQHOmiimm ava OB Iba aoana. 

BurtiilBal aaica filaerp to  obtala a dlMcrt n ftlo  Mport fr a i tta  * ip a
y ■
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I t 3 0  B t > CXi30 Steigoit t t e  aM ttara^w n

mport  thKfc ttMi atttaddag awf% bad iqpfttnxrUar baraiom o£f Idbai 

«E > 8«0a3m t. ISw  MAllXSC aoaA ^RSBOES «ar» 1 »  x w o h i -taMUr

pstaral la  «te ChÔ  o f fbiAdii m  Urn ^  o f  Ai«M t. {» « »

aw M lvM t t9fatl« siMMNQs tS iU K ^  t o  S h o o m  Ia t« n )

I Ii59 a t. • •  aiKxî  c a lls  Bm?diiiMa «nd Mgra lit eaanot

ooBteot i^ p s  tgr 'm m  n d io , Irat t a l l t  Ma IfliKt laa bui Mot « nwaimBa
^«Pof%n

fqoM ttxm  t t e t  • l t 0 Rti<» x«porte 1»  Mqwditsa.̂ ^^aMoep aiini ttw  

iM t —■»«<■ ftKtt tb» ^ p a  ngpon» that w t tw r  la  «fX teti3«  

xtMlar fa rfbaaw>o»  ̂ v ith  Baagr aonAe^MT aoA Itooepado n a »  dovftftful. Shaarp 

aagpa tihat ISta MUaDGK Itea^Lf M e gupeatptad a» irlaual aliQitiLBgay m fl oi« e*»> 

anxloaa aonoeaaa aqr ipiia aeoounturil fbr vliat tliigr ixxQBMvaaar 

to  be tarpadcw, Ltr^n^
Th4t *’\^UA7'S IS rHA’f «<»«•

« * « .«  eJfO K * ? > « r r « . o  e u w y f t . o ^  n .

]l^  mBMMm SasKMml ISittb tba 3«l«at mltimMm

xmpox’t  ixM aiAm  tSMtfe Hhaem W botEka bam bean awSc, soft tb«t tha 

iieatiher la  Artsarlo»B*tn6  and hflaQwring td r c m tt oj^Kofelana* Sbsxp 

. eaqyaaeaa ttm  leUnr that tbex« ia  bo dcadrt i&mt a  torpedo attoeac did 

oeeur, bub adda Itefe noQr o f iftia m^cortad fKsirpado a.tt*ciai mb̂ - hsve bean 

due to  laeocurata acamr xvporta. "Wjajaarar thay gat kagred on «  

ttslag lik e  thla^ eveaorthlag thagr bear cm tiae aooar ta a toepado^* 

aiQra Shaxp*
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»  #  »  »

3 too m - 5ti5 m  
T O it e o r s r B M ib c iE i

IHE 8a$ffi"@$8reE13SfflEar$gl3RAFTED

At the PgntagoKi, t3w Joint CMttft b«eln tJMtlr nMting at 3:00 m . 

MeHaottra and Vmaot arri-w at 3tOS fH aaad iafon^th« Chiefs that the 

Frealdflnt na&ta the atrlkef to  take plaoe at 7 t00  m  \AuMxigi<m tia e , and 

at the foUxMdJog targetat FT boats and haaee at QUANG kbe, PfiTOC LOI,

KRT m i m ,  msi GKX •30& UX CHAO, and the oU  ecBssOm a t VZ1». 'Sm JCS 

agree with proposal. At IN, they vetum to  the JG9B laeetizig 

aad IneHoate that the tia e  o f  the strike Is laqportant, fiaar thex« id U  be so 

announeeBnnt m tU  the strike gets ooder m y. MeSaaara revievs the strike 

nmsage which originally  reads **Bjr 070O loca l tia e  5 August or as soon 

thereafter as neather pcndts oondbuet attadk" and diaages i t  to  *Bgr 0700  

loca l 5  Ax̂ ôst eoodtuot a o»e<-tiB» weariiCTia «Tfort attadc.** She weather 

portion i s  placed la  another part o f  the message, and sta tes titiat *^f

weather precludes aeetixig the above t lm  o f a ttad i, proceed soonest, and
, A

notify  JCS ASAP̂ • (fne niajw peg  ̂ ■> <iiii nessage i s  ^pioted in  the 5 tl9  FM

entry a « A^4mArm nrnÂ  in  HI nfiwilM|[ asrUiHH III111 till
/ A mP Atf>TH»6.y

OMefB. Also during th is  BMiting, the drplo^iaent^of rcdnforceoMmts to the 

area i s  coM idere^ telling proof o f our desire to  escalate i f  wb had to . 

'OMee are divided into three categaries. 1& the F irst categozy are those
*

forces ordered deployed as soon as possib le. !Ih^ <Ka»ist o f the 1st CVS

^  ifarowe>»a  ̂ tiae aiW aocp, wKeeler, teMayt ltoopay.» JcbiMwan, Ĉ pseoe"" 
Bur<^iinal, Jaokaon, CarpcBoter, Falzaer, Bum, MsEthart, Goô p̂astmr, 
Forbes, Bottondy, Flitddz^er, l&urtin and Carroll are io«sent at 
various in tervals.
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G r o i ;^  ( t b e  K j a a r M ^ *  ^  3 m t a e f f y a i t a t  a n d  3  a f ts ^ a ro j r t t r  « g c»3r t « )  w » a d  

b e  lacrred . f ) ra m  J c p « i i  t o  tZ ie  S o u t h  C M m  9 » a |  «> M k tI jm  S p iM d a X  I j m d i n g  F o v t t t  

(1 6 0 0  m m tp  h * U « ^ ! t « r a «  t l w  V a l l A y  Foar@ t m aA  o r K f t )  t o  b «

ia o v « d  t r < m  S u ib ie  B a y  t o  t b «  v i c i n i t y  oeT D a  H noe^; tOMi 9 t h  M u e ln a  E x { « d l t i c a M x y  

B r l g a d * ,  o o B S l v t l Q g  o f  65OO m m .  t o  im w a m A  f r c m  d d n i M a  t o  t h a  S o o t h  ( M a a  

S k n j  a n  F*3j03. H a o a tm a ls a a n c M  Taaric F o r e a  t o  bm w e m A  t e a m  m m t  AFB t o  K a d a a ia   

a n d  a  CVA !I^aik  G r o u p ,  c o > » i a t l D g  o f  t l »  B a a g K c  a » i  k  d a s t x t 3̂ « r «  t o  \ m  w c m A  

f r o t t  t b a  1 s t  F X a a t  t o  WE8 T B IC .

T b a  S a e o n d  o a t ^ o r y  ■aa>^ i ^ » "'a #  t h o a e  f b r o e a  a l n r t ^  f o r  d a p l o y a a Q t  

i j a a a d i a t a l y  î ^pooai r a c ^ p t  o f  p o l i t i e a l  e l M r a a e a .  l 3 a C a ^ i r l l l  Imi ooB jpaR laad 

o f  2  a q u a d r o n a ,  t o  \ m  s m m &  t t m  CXaark AFB t o  S o o t h  V H a t o a a i  1  t ^ X 0 5

M q a m S ra a  t o  l»a  m o v a d  f r o n  T c lo o t*  t o  K a r a t }  1  F I Q O  squ ftd b p o n  t o  hm  a o v a d  A ra m  

a a x %  AFB t o  T ^ j k h l l f  1 2  F .X Q 2 * a  t o  b a  a o v a d  f t m  COUiacIc AFB t o  S o u t h  V l a t n a n }

8  IQ C !-135*a t o  b a  w m d  t r t m  SAC t o  C l a v k  A F B j 2  F - lO O  K f o a d r o n a  t m  m m m  

t o  C la x ic s  1  F . 10 ?  a t u a d r o n  f i r m  s m c m  t o  Y O k o ta }  a n d  1  R e o o o a a l t i M a a a  

T a d c  F o r c e  (6  B F  1 0 1 * a )  f iro m  M t a a m / K a d a m  t o  S o u t l w M t  A iriLa.

T b a  T h i r d  e a t a g o x y  e o c u d s t a  o f  t h o a a  f o r o M  a l e r t « d  f o r  p o a a i b l a  

d a p lo y ia a a a t  t o  S o u ts h M u r t A id A >  l l h a a a  a r e  t h e  1 7 3 r d  A izt> aaR i«  B r l@ a d t«

»  F o r w a r d  F l o a t i n g  D e p o t ,  «  M a r i n a  A i r  G r o u p ,  a n d  a n  A n ^ r  b r i g a d e .

3 t 3 0  PMt   M u j i t i n  o f  t h e  J o i s t  S t a f f  c M l l a  S i a r p  a n d  t e l l a  h i x  t o  h e  

o n  t h e  « I n r t  i d n e e  a  a t r l k e  e a e e c u t e  n e a a a g e  i a  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  a n d  v o u l d  b e  

t r a n a o i t t a d  a a  a o o n  a s  r e l e a a e d .

3 :3*»  »  M a a t i a  c a l l s  G a s u n r a l  a n i t h ,  D iqpfu ty  D i r e e t o r  t i x e  O p e x « t i o a a ,

J o i n t  S t a f f  a n d  i n f o n a a  h i m  t h a t  t h e  J C 3  aa?e i a  s e a i i o n i ,  t h a t  a  a t r i l c e  e a c a e u t e

B w a s a g a  i s  n o v  b e i n g  t g r p a i l l W  S i a r p  k n o im  i t  i s  o s a i n g .  l ^ j o t i n  a d u i  t h a t S f ' ^

------------------------ I X n e  b e  f o r t .  o f  W  t ?
. ---------------------------- ----------------------- ^ ^ U A f l P ,
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kt<35 m . (3j0}<9 A aigu tt h , CXHCSMI! t t e )  —> UtMmmim diaooHMMi 

IdM I s k w t  r^ p o a rt v l t h  S h ttzp  a n d  x « Q a w t»  i t a t  a n i i i l t K  aoo»

f iiM B ilo ii V t o M id a id  f tm  Hbm F iM i  OaamaSimip o f  t t i t  c fe ted k s c b  « » •  

dwtaroBrwrw. Ilrltwiigmi, aotM ttefe th t tla* Is thvM to an  mnqt tlw 

s d tw d id s a  c a w a t l a n  n d  AUnwIhi tlMRb p m v c r a t lo m  paw n— a  A ar t t o  s t r t k M .

m «  AM, A a s o it  9 « h , S b I # *  tim i  IM , M # M rt M ih,

amsSM! tS m ) — cnaM aflff tn> iM itf m  aJmet WMmgt to  CXMEBVaRBITff
An 'Unt^9^*f>0O '' ^0

« o d  t h t  SXCXVOBBOaft « ■ ! OOW BarJAroCB t o  b *  yaeipM i a  t o  • tv tk f t  t s a q i i t s
i i e o ^ o e o r ' )

$hi «wel|pi«tea t«e®ets «m  tlMi

Bo»t teMw St m n  tm,nrnL m a , wm n  X alw l ana s o n  Bvtiaaey, ^

aor Ctfor w A KBZ isuznr; aangr idutfeifjUia Sorth n«twi— ■ R  Basts loostad ^
_ _ _ _ _ 

« t SMI ana tfat TOB pataraCLtiai stoonifi 4^pot. fh t la tter  la  lalialart the

s ia f tc r  ona taggat iporlovitgr* aaaaaga la&Loa,tM i t  noiOd > • 

’’daamAOja” ISuct a l l  ta x v v ts  t e  atxiidk alaultaiMCMBlyf adAa ^ t  

antlaarttgr i s  gM rtw d to  z«cQrel« a ire x v f t aa  m w a a a iy  to  atrllE a tlia two 

aou tham  tKCflata < W »  KBB and » l  m or) with «  a« x n ft la w d i i f  tb a  

Iteoaa «m tfat !CIOCKB80ail « d  (XBBmULKÊ  ava ln ad tq :a ita . I t  ocn* 

gfadaa Iqr qpMljQrlsig t to b  th ia  la  a  pmpanEfeoQr o sd ar, «nd th a t  laaaK tttpg 

itiMMld not \m  aoocupliahad vaartll an asBKsuta oxdar ia  xwoalTSd. (ZICOD- 

BBBQQ&. vaoalTaa tS iia waaaaga a t  k t ^  BC)

^<35lIH» {kty$ M, Aaiemt tlaa; lO t^  iX  cmSMC tiiaa) —

COK9MC tzcanaita « i o ^ o la l  aXart wn9tsm to  GIHCMCRff to  par<iq?a3Pa to  

aaoMuta a ir  vterUcaa a* T>00 IH (TtOO JM looal tia a ), asaiJMt ( l )  PORS

m im , ( 2 )  a m  m a  ( y m i ) ,  ( 3 )  a o r  o ts , ( 4 )  q su m  m ,  « &  ( 5)  c s a o .
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kiiiC mu im tko  m  a m m c  tS m ) — rnmaep m lU  9 m M m l mA ia  

infbtnnd tSisfe JCS strUc* wamiv^ mmmm  i s  la  ISw X d ta m  cO tlm  

xmmSy to  go, Ixit tta»t i«  a it lll m • H |^  iXudbt TAatthcar 'Qiii dwtarey«ni

« n «  in  attecM L. Bhn?  ̂v U l tx f to g&t warm d tfU iite lixeb!aii^«leit 

tr m  AteLzftl H jw ^  BttrdULwl «a3a Siaae  ̂ îhvtawr tbm iMmidb aooM 

btt 7 s0 0  M* Shnrp xm̂ /oaOM tlia^ ”i t  idLll btr

bute *1 •o."  a* «KSfty tKmnwar̂ '̂̂ Hd̂  i t  anar Iw <$a»t m 'miH to  

w it  or «o. I f  ■»• bsm  to , to  1w onrteia' aa sttaoii luna oesarmd.

tiMBi «u8 8 Mrte I t  mLigat \m m m nm xr to  znoQitd* m »  tb i aivenKft

•  «KK«tf »6ri3ai n^niiuit fZHt maA 1 b3wMmI « « «  "IftcU tiU l tm a l l  

rigitifc”.  I f  m til i ft. SbU9  w tlw teM  tb st iOicniI; a ifen tft ia  a l l  v m  %• 

lavolfaa la  ttat ctsrltea*

 ̂ ^  N izM jE * M  CXMSm th m ) ^  JOB atrllEa mrnrnm wuamm

\ to  m s m s  U  tnuMKlttad Igt ^ »M t taSatypa fxm  tfat m m  to  CXXSm 

Cwiita3f» {GXXSBIC jswMribwMi tifcds mmijSi  a t
j

^  AuBn»t $, SkMpdr t in t)  — T s m m x m  vmmimB 

/tka CZBCEEiMSIS alaxt iw a g t  ftlinMrtiaB €(HS8VBnB9!U9P to  iMi ym^pemi 

I TiOO m  to  strilia tbm r t  Boeeto a t dati«H M l 3o«atlosw. *EXC(»r8B0CUL 

i f  alzw ^r m  «a alavt «tatiit m  a xwrnXt <xf tlw F? Boat aktadbi m  ttm

t e ' « '/ nanoiag Booxd ocBnaaaa to  jOaa iiar tim  vtvlkM . A aMungt ia  alao Mat

Z£OGBaeEaOQ& to  n m l  M r  Staldm  a t CiM Bpitxt, fteLlinpiats (•eia*

500 Bitlaa asway), tlxa«tiag «3X xvni!  ̂ to  9 0  JMl ttnA A**4 airexaft to  xatixm

 ̂ ' teteroQfam* sioalp^ o f tbl« aJbert mmmfft, ita  iCUifeyt msA 'mKpam

fiMO y
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to  tOM TSXXBBEBOQA mm moon m  j/omOXlm* OdJi i«  a w w a y  'bmmmm th« 

mniniiiMnt odf m txcm ti m  iSbm SXCKMEBBOOA. 1mm to  Iw atiBMiirtiil Iqr 

•AOltiaMa vtollBi •ir a n fk  ftv  «b» MMrtiwi aitartJBe «r(toart« A iwafciT <xr 

ttai a lM M ft on t t e  TaXBOBIOaA bad iMMm lovriovw ly fo r  mcmmbkI*- 

MBO* (ZalaM Smk) «ftarto ovw  X«m  ̂ «aA wo>ild not «ssreei*ta*«lar W 

uMd fkar «» •«rSJB»*

5aOO m . «• OoamtiL JianM o f «m  Jbia* S^aff, 1» Ite  JOB Bcaftrwot 

xocn, mUM I te  9DC M e  d  Bin«i«aii (Oawmiter BiMMMir) «aA

etavs tBMA th t X3B vooM U te  a ftooM at e f  tha w l t e r  ov«r «h»

■ rc a  7 t0 0  AK Lw m l t i a » .

•  •  •  •

IM •  61OO
QEUSECa

Om «dT iSm tmmmm st vtdOMm  tloNwighoiit 10m «rta»OQei v u  »  lade 

a t almmr mad oonriBeiag dMwlas lAact «r cttadk on tiha dtataqyiani had in  

ftMt oocMtvad* Aft l»t%r M HcBHMotay Warn mfi. Utm JGS aaat to  ■Hitaal 

t3ia avlteuia* Sbngr nowftlnfti that aa «ttac& bad tidete plaaa. la  tbla  

rapttd tly%  flMtcam ax« oanaidavidi

U  9m  gOBBB jq r VM m y fu a ta d  idiaa flipad ob ty  aatcwrtclc

2 . Cm c t  tftia daatarograw  cibaarwid oooiq^t

3. A RK I te  ibot aft two Q.8. a ix m f t .

4 . A SasKh TlatBHMM aiwrnnfwaamt that two o t Ita baeta mam 

"aaorliload*" ,

5« aagcp*a datamtimtiflH ̂ that tOma vaa tnflaafl aa attadk:.

I
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I t  1« bare thftt BurdilmX, ivb iwSlewisM

tte  7t00 IN stxUst tlm  v l l l  aot iMt ’baoKtm tb» cmnimm mn 
opMwfeLQg Qtt « tijM vlilali MkM 8}00 Bf imm ftOO m  tfavlr tla » . Mdtanm, 

V«ae«, aad WhMl«r iMcrt ttM wwlrlim cfc $t51 Ri Knr fh« Wbit* & »»•.

5:19 M» * JOB vtellai «3BKnzte >g> is  xvtiwinitlM d  

pr»c«teno« as ^  7T0O to  CHR3aiC. I t  stvtas «utt ly  T*00 lH BW (OrfOO 

looal tin s) « oas-tias w xlw w  sdEttnrt «ttM k «0 tla s t ttis fbUbavlfig 

tKTssts staei^ te  oegaOiMlMd: »  Beats looatad a t TORT ittm ff (isfeagr 

caacallad Imomm a f wMtbar), SKS OAT, IB06 US « t l qOMB XBI «a& «t 

lAC CBAO. Bw i^aolflad toansata «va iMats, ML at 7XM, aaA «b ascsaad 

raocNMlsaasaa aeaiast TT Boats bî tanA «ia tixvaa kLIa IJjalt. Sha waataga 

oautiona lAiat i f  tba waathar soraoluAaa wsatlnc tlia altora t im  o f attaidc, 

tha oooHuadsr is  to  "̂ sstotsmiL soonaat** man to  a o tliy  tlis JC£ m  soon 

as possibla.

Sbasrp ealla  Burbhiaal aad mqts tfaara is  no aouM th st 

aa attftdte ota tlia daatafogrwra had ooeurrad, toae ha has ii$6«rearp*ea •  Bmrth 

Tiartaanaaa aaaaaga atatiag that two ita  f f  Boats wax* "saciflflead." 

8haxi> acv aatlafiad v ith  a l l  ths avidaaoa, vith  aarraval ad U tion a  

reports firan ths ZUBSBR JOT. Shurp thaa ssptiona that 16m attoek v iU  ha 
ccBdag o ff a t 8i00 Bi lteshlac;too tiaa  not TtOO IM hut a t iU  TsOO JOi

lo ca l tia a . She raaMB la  that CIHCaMC axaouta BMNMga uaad ’̂ KSBSL”
l\ \1tif'0t>t.P*rPPQWT\«i  OfJ A Ot^CfAcTlX Mtf5546cr.

tlaa  (Sai«Bu*iB»}, i«ta«3r«M tha oaanpiaya im a ^iootifl« to r  tha op»«(»on on

" o o tr*  t t a «  »  « > t n  h o u r  l .  ^

5a29 in . — Uostin eaU s tha lOKX: (Oamral & ilth) a»& laU oatea that

aoaa oonfuaiOB «dLsta cfmr tha tlaa  la  ‘tibw Qulf o f Tonkia. Ba asloi aall N

*Te Trrpr^ K,c cvTTh"
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t o  g e t  o n  t h e  t e l e t y p e  a n d  s t e a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  a m t t e r *  S m i th *  a t  5*33 JU p

c a l l s  H c C u tc h e o n  a t  C ISC PA C  a n d  a a k s  f o r  a  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  t i m e s  b e t w e a n

t h e  c a r r i e r s ^  S a i g o n ,  a n d  ^ s h l n g t c m .  M c C u tc h e o n  r e p l i e s  t h a t  w h e n  t h a

W a s M n g t< x i  t i a c  i s  8 tO O  H I )  t h e  l o c a l  t i i o e  f o r  t h e  c a r r i e r s  w o u ld  t i«  7 t 00  M

t h e  n e x t  a o m i n e ,  a  1 3 4 x u r  d i f f e r e n t i a l .  W hen t l »  W a ta h in g to n  t i m e  i s  7 s 0 0  FM ,

t h e  l o c a l  t i a e  i n  S a i g w i  w o w ld  b e  7 * 0 0  AM t h e  n e x t  f f l a r n i n g ,  a  1 2 - l w u r  d i f f e r -  
^  /r  ^ ____   N 4C TbtD t,/tf rr'Jvi'oS To

5 t : i 9  H i .  ( 1 * 3 9  H i  C m C P A C  t i a e )   S h a r p  c a l l s  B a r c h i n a l  m d  s a y s  t h a t
-7!oO^H

t h e - i n d i c a t i c a M h - a r e  t h a t  l « m c h  t i a e  w i l l  b e  Q gOO l a u d . -^ c a r r i e r  t i a e )  o r  

S tO O  B f  W a s h i n e t o n  t i a e ,  '

6qo m > ( 6 i l O  AM, A M fitts t 5 t h ,  S a i@ » i  t i i a e )   B i e  T l Q C S m m k  r e c e i v e *  

a  c o s ^  ocf t h e  JG 8 s t r i k e  o x e c a t e  a e s s a g e *
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6 a 5  m  > 6:3G m  

MmOKAL SBCURITT COaiCII. MBBHSG 

6t3B in  » m  
smciAU mssmi with the pgBSBffiitT

The HatloDal Security Council^ I t asmened aa MdtasMura, Vaace and 

Wheeler arrive at the liAilte Hoooe. MclKaiaara outlines the fonropairt plan:

1 . Ibe strike against the FT l>oat bases and the mî ipaartijaQ 

' in sta lla tlo a s, but not against Haiphong, because I t  is  

too far north and too close to Bed China.

2« Sending reinitorcensnts to  the area, an ê qparesslon of oar 

w ill to  esca late, axxl amed reeonnaissanoe along the 

Barth Vietnaaese coast*

3 * Presidential anaoancesient o f these actions.

A Joiitt Congx^esiotial Resolutioa in  sî pfport o f these acticmB« 

Qiere are no ctb^ections to  the Dour-part plan and the President approves i t .  

McBaaaxm inforas the I^ sid en t that the prevlOfasly estliaated 7iOO DC launch 

tia»  w ill not be a et, but that the laxmch tin s is  nov estlaated to be 

8 iOO BU McSamra then reccnaends that no public statenent be released 

u n til 9iOO nc, the cstlaated tijoe over target o t the f ir s t  strik e.

The use sM ting breaks up at 6t33. HcBaaara, Rusk and Bandy ae«t 

vith  the President in  h is o ff ic e , prior to  the C<»gres«ioml leadership 

B»«ting which starts at Vl&nce i^tum s to Bsntagcm to  determine what

reinforceaents can be noved without p o litic a l clearance frott other countries 

and to  put in  laotioa the p o litic a l clearance process where req.uired«

x n s ;
C l i n e ,

i f r e s e n t  a t  ib i s 's  s M ir t i jn g  a r e  t l a e  R e s i d e n t ,  ^ a i e r  U c d o e ra ia c ^ , U c k lio M /
I ,  N c K a o ^ x to n ,  H u s k ,  B a l l »  W U l i a a  B a n d y ,  D l U e m ,  B o w a n ,  B e a d y ,

M cG , B a n d y ,  J e n k i n s ,  V l c ^ r n ,  V a l e n t i ,  B r c s t l e y  S t a i t h  a n d  C a t e r .

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



2 5

*  «  «  *

6 : 0 7  U fa  ( 121O7  m  C SfC PA C  T i n e )   S h a r p  o a l l s  B o r e h l n a l  tu id  r e p e a t s  

t h a t  h e  i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s t r t ^ r s  v e r e  a t t a c k e d .  B e  n ew  h a s  t h e  J C 8  

s t r i k e  s x e c u t e  o e s s a g e .  B u r c h i n a l  s a ^ s  t i m t  M c ^ a e a a z ti ,  n 0 w a t  t h e  M h i t e  

B o o s e ,  i s  a l s o  s c t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  a t ^ k s  o o  t h e  d e s t r o ^ r s  i m m  o c c u r r e d  

a o d  ttfbd n a d e  t h e  s t a t e n e n t  j u s t  a  s h o r t  t i a e  a g o  t h a t  t h e  " s h o v  i s  t i c v  o n  

t h e  r o a d ,* *  A f t e r  a g r e ^ ^ n g  t h a t  s a p p r e s s i T e  H r e  " w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  g a » e » ”

Sharp then states th a t^ ^  piress should not gat the story at 7 tO O  B C . 

Itorchinal r e l i e s  that 'we v l l l  insure ttmt oothiog oat u a til knov 

that yoa*re o ff target." Sharp estiaates tlais to  be 9}00 IN, one hour after  

launch. fiurcMnal cdqphaaises that any esncimic«Bent v iU  he delayed so t]wt 

there is  "no p o ssib ility  of anyone reading" the strik e. She aatter of 

deploying adAitiam l forces to  the theater is  also discusaed.

•  •  •  «

Ctk5 m  > d t k 5  m  

C0BGBE8SICKAL la A O S R S H IP  MEETIHG

Qenentl Uhtsalfir vas one o f those in  attendance at the leadership 

■eating. In h is recent testiaooy before the Bouse Axned Services Ccnnittett, 

Whealcr stated that the President told  the Concpressaen that he vould nake 

a p«d>lic announcement but le f t  the tine i s  the a ir because he did not 

vant to  aake the annoonc«osnt too soon*” Itatecljsr then recalled that the 

tlJBing o f the anuouncesient m y  bave actoaUy be«n settled  either in  a

prelittLnary aMiting betwotn Mĉ aiaara and the President JjarxBid 6136

II
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o r  a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  I t s e l f .  I n  a o y  e v e n t s  W h e a l e r  s a i d  t ^ t  t h e  

d e o l s i o n  w a s  m d e  t h a t  a  s t a t e a i e n t  c o u l d  b e  r e l e a s e d  " a t  t h e  t t n ^  t h e  a i r

c r a f t  t o o k  o f f  f r c i a  c a r r i e r s ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  ^lA »n  t h e  s t r i k e s  w e r e  e n r o u t e .  

C h a i r m a n  C a r l  V i n s o n  s a i d  h e  w o u ld  v e r i f y  t h i s  b e c a u s e  " I  s a t  t h e r e  a n d  I  

h e a r d  t h e  w h o l e  d i s c u s s i o n * "  I n  s h o r t ,  M b e « l e r  re iB e ]g |> e re d  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  " v a s  g o i n g  t o  w a i t  x m t i l  i t  w a s  s a f e  t o  s a k e  t h e  a n n o i m c ^ i e n t . . *  

i t  w o u ld  n o t  h e  m a d e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  l a u n d i i n g  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t . "  I fc H K u a ra  

r e n e a b e r e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d

n

6 : 5 6  m i  { 6 t %  AM, A u g u s t  5 ,  Saig<M v T la > e ) «  B i e  C C H S T m A T IC R  

r e c e iv iB S  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  J C S  s t r i k e  e x e c u t e  n e s s a e e .

7 : 2 2  FMl ( 7 * 2 2  AM, A u g u s t  5 »  S a ig c m  T im e )   T h e  TICCNSEROGA r e c e i v e s  

t h e  CIHCPACFXiT e x e c u t e  m e s s a g e .

7 < 3 0  H i t  (7 1 3 0  AM, A u g u s t  5 ,  S a i g o n  T im e )   T h e  C C B S IE X JA T ia f  

r e c e i v e s  t h e  C ISC FA C  m e s s a g e  w h i c h  p a s s e s  t h e  JC S  s t r i k e  m e s s a g e  w i t h

i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  e x e c u t e  u n t i l  d i r e c t e d .  ( H o t e l  A c c c a r 4 in g  t o  H i s t i n *
//

t h e  " h o l d '*  n o t i c e  w a s  p r e s u o a b l y  p r c a ^ p t e d  b y  CZSCPAC*8 d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  a t t a c k  a n  t h e  MAJ3DQK d i d  I n  o c c u r .  O a c e  

t h i s  w a s  c o n f l r a e d  t h e  s t r i k e  e x e c u t e  m e s s a g e  w a s  i n s o e k  ( s e a  t h e  7 i ^0  H i  

e n t r y  b e l o w ) .
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7 : h 9  m t  ( 7 * * ^  AM, Aagost 5 »  S a i g o n  T i m )   2 h e  C O H S ff ilif tS IC H  

r e c a i v f t s  i t s  t a r g e t  a s a l g n s i e n t s *

7 t 5 0  m i ( 7 * 5 0  AM , A u g u s t  5 ,  S a i g o n  T l a e )   B i e  O K S IE U A T IQ H  

r e c e i v e s  t h e  CZBCPAC s t r i k e  e x e c u t e  n e s s a g e .

7 t 3 9  IM » O e n e r a l  W io o a n ,  SMCX! P a c i f i c  D e s k  a t  P e a t a g o n ^  c a l l s  t l »

CZ5CEAC D o t y  O f f i c e r ,  l i t .  C o l o n e l  K i in d s e y ,  a n d  aslE S  fo a r  t h e  ta lc ;e < » o ff  

t i m e s ,  n m a i e r s  a n d  t y p e a  a £  p l a n e s  i n  t h e  o a n r i e r  s t r i k e *  L L n d 8« y  r ^ ^ ^ e s  

t h e r e  i s  n o t h i u e  y e t  cm  t h e  s t r i k e s ,  a l t h o u ^  t h e r e  i s  s a n e  caa& M t « d r  

p a t r o l  a c t i v i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  a t t a d k s  o n  t h e  d e s t r o y e r s ,

8 ; 0 5  H i t  W h e a l e r ,  i n  t h s  C a b i n e t  r o o m  a t  t h e  W h i te  H o u s e ,  c a l l s  

B o r c h i n a l  a t  t h e  P e n t a g o n  a n d  a s k s  i f  a n y t h i n g  i s  h i Q i ^ n i n g .  B u r c h i n a l  

s a y a  t h a t  h e  h a s  a  c l e a r  l i n e  o p e n ,  b u t  n o  v o o rd  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d .  U h e a l a r

w a n t s  t o  Tm atr a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  v o r d  a r r i v e s  t h a t  t h e  a i r c x a f t  h a v e  b e a n

\
l a u n c h e d .

8 i 3 9  H i ; M c N a m a ra , b a c k  f r o m  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  c a l l s  S h a r p  a n d  a s k s  

w h e t h e r  t t i e  c a r r i e r s  h a v e  l a u n c h e d  t h e i r  a i r c r a f t .  S h a r p  r e p l i e s  'U i a t  h e

h a s  r e c e i v e d  n o  v o r d  y e t ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  c a r r i e r s  w i l l
\

p r o v i d e  a  c o o r d i n a t e d  r e p o r t  w h e n  t h e  l a u n c h  i s  c o o g p le te d *  M d S a m r a ,  

h o w e v e r ,  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  l a u n c h  i s  a l r e a d y  UO t s i m i t e s  a f t e r  t h e  o r d e r e d  

t i m e  o f  t a k e « o f f  a n d  v a n t s  S h a irp  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  c a r r i e r s  d i r e c t l y  b y  r a d i o .

H c N o n a r a  s t r e s s o s  t h a t ; , f a e  s u s t  g e t  a n  i B a a e d i a t e  s t a t e m e n t  s i n c e  t h e
u .  t  ^  i a ,  >

P r e s i d e n t  ^ / A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e ^ ^  

sa y a^  McHaMBu.'t t ,  l u  t ^gt n g ' h e l d  i a a c k  wu r d  o f  i a « r  l a u n c h ,  w i t h  mc»re T o

hOcfiA/o

r i a t t  I 4 L  p j  Q ^ C  W e ' a e  i o  t *k > i
" n > o O  •
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th a t ) ^ j4 0  s d i s u t e s  I s a v i n g  s l r « « d !7 e l s ^ a e d  b e y o n d  t h e  l A u n c h  t i m e  g i v e n  t o  

th e J P a w e i i ib B m t ,  S h a r p  e s t t i a f t t e s ,  a l t h o o g h  b e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  I s u n c h  pX m > f 

t h a t  i t  wooM take tiie alrcsnaft aboat a a  how* ifO  areach the ta rg et. HdKasiara 

a s k s  S h a r p  t o  f i n d  o u t  v h e n  a r e  l a u n c h i n g  a n d  t h e  t i n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

f X i g h t B  o v e r  t h e  t a r g e t s .

9 i 0 0  BKi  ( 9 ^ 0 0  f M ,  A m e m t  5$  S ai@ cm  T im e )  S h e  p i c t u r e  o f  a i r  

s i t u f t t i o Q  a t  t h i «  t l j w  a n d  t t o r e a f t e r  a a  r e f l e c t e d  o n  S o a r th  V i e ^ i a n e s e  a n d  

C h i n e s e  r a d a r  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a t  A p p e n d i x  1 *

9 » 0 9  m i  ( 3 * 0 9  m ,  A a g a s t  k ,  C X S m C  n m )   S h a r p  c a l i s  l i c H M « r a  

a t  h i s  o f f i c e  a n d  s i ^ s  t l a t  o n e  c a r r i e r  ( p e r h a p s  b o t h )  v o u M  n o t  b e  a b l e  

t o  l a u n c h  f o r  a n o t h e r  ^ 0  m i n u t e s  (X O iO O  l i t  U M h i n g t o n  t i a e } *  "X n  o t h e r  

v q t A b ,  t h e y  c o « l d n * t  asalae t l »  r e p o r t s  S E ia rp *  S la c r p  e ^ l A i n s  t i m t

t h e  c c B s p r e a s io t i  o f  t i m e  a n d  t h e  c o a a a m i c a t i o n s  l a g  a r e  t h e  r e a s o n s ,  a n d  

t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  e s t d n a t e d  t i i a e s  o v e r  t a r g e t ,  w i t h  a  lO iO O  FM l i u n c h  

v i U  b e  a b o u t  1 2 } 0 0  » l d n i g h t »  W a s h i n g t o n  t i i a e .  H c lS asaa ra  t h e n  a s k s  td ia t  

S h a r p  t h i n k s  a b o u t  a  A r e a j U l e n t i a l  s t a t e s i e n t  I s s u e d  a b o u t  t h e  t i n e  o f  

l a u n c h  t h a t  w o u ld  s a y  t h l s t  " A t  t h i s  B D m sn t a i r  a c t i < »  i s  tucm  i n  e x e c u «  

tiO Q i a g a i n s t  g u n  b o a t s  a n d  s u jp r p o r t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  a n d  n e a r  f o u r  p o r t s  

o f  N o r t h  Y i e t n a i a  w h i c h  h a v e  b c » n  t i s e d  i n  s u p p c » r t  o f  h o s t i l e  < T p c r a t i o n 8 * "  

S b a r p  i ^ i i n k s  i t  w o u ld  m i t  b e  a  " g o o d  l ^ a "  b e c a u s e  £ t  w i l l  a l e r t  t h e  

eneBQT»^ dovO>t a b o u t  i t * "  M c N a m r a  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  e r M y  w o u ld  b e  

a l e r t e d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  s t a r t  c o a i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o a s t .  S h a r p  s a y s *  

"!C h ey  w o n ’ t  k n o w  w h esre  t h e y * r e  g o i n g .  O f  c o u r s e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a l e r t e d
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a s  s o o n  a s  t b e y  g e t  I n  t h e  a i r  b e c a u s e  H a i n a n  i s  g o i n g  t o  p i c k  t l i e m  

a n d  80 v i U  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  B u t  t b s y  w o n ' t  k m s u  't ia e y  a r e  g o i n g *

X w o o y U iH  r e c a r a a e n d  i t* * *

9 t 2 2  H fc  S h a r p  t e l l s  M dH kunara t 2 w t  F T  b o a t s  ( p r e m a a a b l y  t h o s e  r e

t u r n i n g  f r c i i i  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  d e s t r c Q r s r s )  w t s e  t a k i n g  s a n c t o a a r y  w i t h i n  t h e  

t h r e * H a i l l e  l i a d t *  M c H a n a r a  r e c c B n e n d s  t h a t  t h e  a i r c r a f t  p r o c e e d  t o  h i t  

d e s i g n a t e d  t a r g e t s ,  b u t  a u t h o r i s s e s  s t r i k i n g  a z ^  b o a t s  s i g h t e d  o n  t h e  v a y  

i n .  fib s a y s ,  " G e t  t h m  o f f  » . , t h a t  i s  t h e  i s a i n

9:28 m i ( 9 t 2 9  AM, A u g t t s t  5 , S a i g o n  f l j a e )   T h e  CC^raHAHCB

s u b B l t s  i t s  s t r i k e  p l a n  f o r  a p p r o r y a l  t o  t h e  C a r r i e r  T a s k  F o r c e  C a o a u o d e r *

9 : 3 0  "  1 0 8 ^ 5  B i t  S o e i e t l a s  d n r l n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  M cN ffloara c a l l s  B a n d y  

a n d  r e c o n c K n d s  d e l e t i o n  a t  t h a t  p a r t  <mT t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s t a t c a n e n t  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  t a r g e t s ,  ^  --------------------- ■»

1 0 » 0 6  M i  A f t e r  t r y l a g  t o  r e a c h  S e n a t o r  G o l d i m t e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s ,  

t h e  r e s i d e n t  f i n a l l y  g e t s  t h r o u ^  a n d  i n f o n & s  h im  o f  t h e  d e c i s i c m  t o  

r e t a l i a t e .  I t e e d l a t e l y  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Q o l d w a t e r  I s s u e s  

a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  v l r e  s e r v i c e s  t i m t  ” 2  a n  s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y  A a e r i c a n  

v U l  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  F r e a i d e n t * s  s t a i ^ ^ n t .  X 

b e l i e v e  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e  c a n  d o  u n d e r  t h e  c l r c u m B t a a c e s . ”  f h l s  I s

(gf)eb
r e l e a s e d  a l s i o s t  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  v a w t  b e f o r e  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  

a n z to o n c e  t h e  p u n i t i v e  s t r i k e  •
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10»26 Bit — Mdisummm, m ils  Shaxp «ad adks vhvtlwr tta« slrcxmft are 

launehBd y«t. Sharp mqt8 be hMs no fir m  word, but i s  "mjom” c m  amrrUir 

(TIOommoaA) "U  to  or gon«'* At 10tCX> »I ifmmiagtca tin s .

Aeeordtng to  Sharpi, hoMveo*, th« ot3i«r <»zTl«r (CXiiffimiAHOK) **ls not 

going to  licunch" on* of it«  gronjgp* (the tlotfttr isropeller 4riv«n A-1 

vLrmrtdtt) u n til ItOO AH W«iMzigt<» ‘SImi m3. tb» oÎ mrt (the j«t«) mkiX  

2x30 AM, uttai li t im  ov«r targvt for berth group* eetlm ted  aoround AN, 

appttrontly bomuuM "ih* i s  not i^ le  to  gst in  position in  tin s."  SiHurp 

explains thi« by stating that ths COMRSLIATICSSf rms ooadng ftroo ths north 

and had to  gst in to position Iqr sosdng arcxBid Hainan to  s tr ll»  her a ss ignad 

tKsrtbtacn targsta. Xn arSar to  get in to  position , 'abs had to  vm  a good 

aSHoy o f har aircraft for raftaalars J* Sharp rapsAts that the TIC9QHEEB0GA 

'*Shoald h«v« sottsn  o ff  a h a lf hour ago XlOtOO Bi) but **wt hav«n*t haard y«t. 

Metfwaara ta ils  aharp to  BMte **du surs Sha 0ot o f f  try gatting in  tenth  v ith  

har r i ^  awiy. As to  tha (XMBSTSSJJTim, Mdefuaara asics hov loaiig i t  wmld 

taka i t s  airosraft to  raaeh tha targst« Sutrp raplias tina farthast tarctt 5

w ill bo raaahart in  about fi'«» hours from noir. VIeStmn, than saars that
. 'if’'

no announca—Bt hers ”i s  going to  Infltianoa what thay think about those 

aireraft aonittg in  because yoo w ill alreaid^ have lauoehad al»oat s  h a lf 

hour ago against the other targets." Sharp a^prees "as long as they don't 

knoir idiat tha ta rssts ere.** Meifssiam states ^ t  "X have eat Idiat out 

o f statensnt^” and Sharp SiQni "there w ill s t i l l  be iAm  elemaat o f 

surprls^lM  long as you don't aay Îhat Ĵ bm ta rg et^  are.’*
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'•̂ 1

1 0 s4 0 ^ t — (lOtkO m ,  August 5th s a i ^  t l » )  — (»5®miAa3QIJ 

f c ow  tha XMt group o f •Ixw rtft firaa eoniwt a ir  p a tiv l ow r tha 

daate«y«ra.

10»^3 Bti — (10*1*3 am, Asiguat Jtto Saigoa t iw )  « . 'HOHSaEROCA 

iKSMdMa Axor A-1 atrlka a iv a n ft  v ith  Inatroatlana to  agbtt cnmrtiMd.

Thia la  aaeeasary ao that tfaa earrlaar dadc oould ba fraa fter tha 

o f AJi airtoraft ttam  QdbL Point than art>itlng ovartaaad airil to  parait 

aoordlnaticsi a t iivop aad ja t atrlloaa to anaura a ainultanaoua aarrlval 

JIala ovaar tha taargat. Tha A-1 Unnaiiiig mtakm tha baglimlag o f tha 

attaok, aa& within tha hour thaae taae A^Vm dapart to r  VISH. (UMOC 

raealYaa thia aaaaaga at BM)

IQilt6  Bl» MeSawra ca lla  Sharp again, taalrlng eonflxuatloQ o t , 

tha launeh tlaaa. Sharp aiQra that ha haa baan trying to raadi tha Taak 

roraa hut **lt la  Juat a ^cuaatlon otf gattlng throu^ th la e lm d t and 

aipparantly tha elreu lt la  a U tt la  jonad." Bt raporta that no iraxft haa 

yat baan raealYad, and Mdfaio»ra augsaata ha z«dlo In tha elaar, A«ar4wg tlw  

noomKtlOGA I f  I t  did %hat I t  aald I t  vould do at lOiOO.” M^ttatra atataa 

that tha PrMldant vanta to  go am tha a ir  at U tl5 , but ■boold not go on 

"xBilaaa ha haa a eonfinaatloe o f the lamoh”. MeSaaara than imsta Sharp

to  aaeure haIf«hoar2y poat-atrUo* raporta, oooa tha laimehing oeoura.

ljDt>t8 JMt *• d ir to a  a t t t e  Whlta Ibjuaa GananQ. Wlaaan, tha

Dapoty Dlraator for Oparatlona, Joint S ta ff and atataa that nav laxauh
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t l B i M  t o r  t h e  C C M C T U A T IO R  b a n m  b « a n  r « e « i v « d  w h lx d i n r *  o c s u d i f a n n ib ly  

3At«]* thMX th tt TIOOtGDEROGA t̂, tM t Urn P r M d ^ t  im  ghooting taeê  in  

1 1 :1 5  M  at» t€B 9B it, moA taSm  benr im iSx trauM  iMt z w m l t d  lay th «  waoKim sth- 

BMmt. ’Wlmma. ste tw s th » t S b n p  id th  a  F » M ld tn tlA l amioutteasnuit

n e w  t h a t  ^ie£Ntoanrft h M  r e e c r o m d e d  t l i *  c t e l r b i o n  o f  g p c e l f l o  p c o r t l a u i  d w l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  t f t r g t t t s .

3JU0? Hdi WijBan cmOJa Bur<6ilm l and vmpoBeim th*t notMaog i t  

airborn# that th» (XlRBmiA'mM is  not ia  pcwitian, and tiA t ivw r*! 

warm hours would b« x«qui3r«d fbr I ts  f ir s t  Isuneb. Them Is  xmw ^  

pcMMdLbility, sesoerAlag to  th st the (XSSITSLLATJXSl hwmiM9 o t  VMther

nmy hers to  scrub i t s  opcrstiaa. Hs reeogalsss th is vould tip  our hsad i f  

ons ftorcs goss la , sand ssys th st there esn be no scrubbing o f the n issicn  

u n til tbs Secretary o f Defense snd the Ctasinssi o f the Joint Chiefs are 

f ir s t  n o tified .

l l i J L I M x I^ k i^ ta su ra  o s U s  a U B r p ,  a n d  i s  t o l d  " I t  i s  J u s t  t h a t  i

d e n * t  t M i d c  ^ t  t h e r e  i s  m a y  f u e s t i e »  ^ t  t h s ^  h s n i«  I n n u b s d .  Z t  I s

j u s t  »  q u B sM .c 8 i o f  g s t t i n g  t h e  r s p o ar t .* *  w l t l t  r s s H P d  t o  ^

v e s t h e r  e o n d i t i a n s  a n d  p o s s i b l e  c s o c s U s t i o n  o f  t h e  CQNSTEILIATION s t r i k e s ,  
A  a/atwoaj w e  ivJ^ r  afifS'V  

s t a t e s  t h a t  " w e e e a w t  s i t  h e r e  a s « a 4 M M ta n  a n d  l e t  a m a  a t t s « i c  u s  o n  t h e

h i g h  s e M  a n d  n o t  d o  so m e th in g * !!* . S o  X  t h l O k  t h e  I ’T M d d s n t  h a s  t o  s i q t  w «

a r e  g o i n g  t o  r e t a l i a t e . ' ^  l^csHaiBBra a S k s  i f  t b n r e  I s ' a t Q r  r e a s o n  t h s  ^

(X B !^ n X L L ^ S l(M  e o u l d & ' t  l a u o o f a  t h e  s o u t h e r n ^ U a r g s t s ,  i i i e l i i i i n g  t h e
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o i l  dvpot." ShBarp nwpcnlt that tld s  i«  'iduit m  wouM

»Xti)ou^ h* laaatiMui that the wMthar to  the south ijt not good n d  

^bogimrtng to  dotoxdomto.

llttO  m t — Sbatrp ca ll*  MoltaMra «ad aiQr» I t  im ntv eonflnood.

"ste Ttommmm,) m  ^  p3j»m  ocr « t oeli»3 /Saiiiw n m /” (lot^s m )

(liOtHB itti telgax iSm ) .  Sbkrp ludlMit** that I t  w ill tate tha alravaft a^ ' / M t > A « / r e o r , 4 o . o . r O

lAieut an hour and f i f t y  ai»it<»Ttoliia<ai tlMdr t«r0tta«. TSm attadc w ill
A

iw la  two vKfMt both acflMKhilad to  m lv a  at tha m m  t i n .

3J.t27 H4t »• Ckxnoater Hanaen laf t l»  ItlOC B u ifle  Daak at th« Benitaecn 

iw tin a *  the Uhita Houaa SltuatioB Boon that tha TICOHDEROGA launahad i t s  

f i r s t  aircraft a t Wtki IH, «dth an astiaatad tiaa  ovar tha taorgat at I t l O  A H .rPT

U i »  m t (U )35 AM, Augoat ^  Saimaa tlna) — Tbm COmTEUJmm 

advioaa tha Caarriar Fogrea CoBwandar o f  i t s  intaodad lauaidh p o a i t io a  

far atrUtea with a ataultaaaaoua tijaa ovar targat at 3tU5 AM.

»  •  *  •

lltUO PM 
m S S IIP fr a B lIf THE AIR

Qb tha raeomandation o f iVSmmrtk, Vaooa, and Vbaalar, tha Fraaidnt 

goaa «B tha a ir  and atataa;

”Bapaatad aeta o f violanoa agalnat tha araad fooreaa o f tha Ifeiitad 

Stataa auat ba m&t not emiXy with alart dafanaa* but with poaiti-va raply* 

lhat rapJy ia  balsg g im  as Z spaalt to  you. Air aetioa i s  nov in  aaacution 

against gun boats and oartain supporting fa o ilit ia s  o f Bbrth Viataaai «hi«fti 

bava baan usad in  thaaa h ostila  opaxations."
*  *  «  •
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133* r««ataBMBndfttiQn to  fgo ca  t h t  td r  i s  btamd <m tbM tt e o m d te rfttia u i!

1. By U t ^ ,  U.S. Jfmml A i r m m T t  bad bma ia  tbs a ir on th«ir mqt 

to  tiaat t«rgifta asjpraxtMttly «m hour.

2 . H ttw l tBid KkiiMu tbrouc^ tfatttr rkdter, bad th m  xm ttim d  

indioatlflM  o f the attndc.
V

3 . Tht tim  rfwainlng ^Msfore th« alrontft a n iv td  ovwr the taarsrtt 

would not p«ndt ttot Horth Vimiamimm to now th d r  boats to  

••a  <acr to  a lart tb/tir foreaa.

U. I t  vM is^xTrtant that our oovntry laam  o f the nagnwr in  «hl«db 

th eir govaemaant vaa raapondiiig to  tha attad u  on ita  vaMala 

ftpoB tbair FraaldiKtt, rmtbmr than Aron HMtioi nbi<A vaa a^paetad 

to  aanounoa tha attai^  at mxy anoant.

9 . That i t  waa daalrabla that tba NarUi Yietm m m  gmnanmmt 

and otiiera ba to ld  aa aoco aa poaalbla tha lia ita d , punltivt, 

dbaaraotar tha attacfik.

6 . Zt was laportaBt that tha Ikxrth Yiatnawaaa and ChiUMW Coranmlata 

kskoir that thia waa t3ia flr a t mad dalibarata raî ponaa o f tha U.S. 

GammBmt to  an  vnqarovoiBad aggrasai^ aot, mad not act o f

Ut5X Hit AH» Ati«t»t 5th Saigcn t i n )  — Sharp m U a

vihaalar and thagr dlaooaa tha poaalb ilitiaa o f a xaatxlka agaizurt VZRH, 

vith  vStaalar aagrtag that h* w ill i \ i^ t h  MdlanKra.
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tbMM Vt bo«t« hav9 op tn ted . Our nsvftl alrezmft h vn  aJjo oonangfa 

•tarlkM Agttijurt ecrtain otb«r targKtt vhidi taanm (£Lx«etly i«q?part4id tb« 

opcratim  o f FT boat*."

m i 3  m t ( iS il?  m ,  Aueoat 5th , Satgon T im )  — s ix AA«s and 

d x  ? -8 * i av« l«ua»flMd firon th« TZCcaoastoaA fly in g  to  vm s at m  a lt itu te  ' 

odT SQfOOO fa a t. nia targat la  380 nautieal o&laa aiiagr*

ami (12i3i» Augoat 5tfa, Saigon T im )  — 0!lO0HnsiOG& 

alx F^*a lAiiidt dasMurt fVir QUABG EBB, flaring at mi altitoda o f 2?»000 fa a t. 

Targat ia  850 nautioal adJLaa aaiay.

|2 i38  AMt Wbaalar aalla  Sharp and ta lla  liia  that Ytm haa diaeuaaad 

tha raojrela with MoMiHara. Wbaalar'a aaijor oonaazn ia  that tha attadca 

Buat not ha "opan ândad'* a fftir a . mraa Tulaa ar« aat for tha raeyelt} 

H n t»  19 to  80 alrasraft n y  ha ttaad; aaeeoi, tha oo3y targat w ill ha 

VZNHt and th ird , tha attadc Should ba lauotiiad no latar Î mbx 3tOO AM, 

WaflhiogtcB tlBB. Sharp thiidca that tha 3sOO AM tim  ia  «ruttixig i t  too 

ibort, with cloaar to  UtOO AM aa tha nora ra a lla tie  hour. Sharp 

that ha w ill do hia haat to  oonsmaa tha tiaa  and w ill raey«la aa 

quidcly aa .^oaaibla. vAiaalar indleataa that ha w iU  paaa thia on to  

MeiNfenara.

12tU3 AM> Whaalar ea lla  Sharp and ta lla  hin that tha HiOO AM riMtycla 

tioa  ia  aooeptabla to  Mtitaoaara, but Sharp now indioataa on tb»

veytlM  aould not begin u n til ^ tO O AM. Whaalar neyw th ia i t  too lAta,

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



. 3?

«n &  t h « y  a o r r i v s  « t  a n  « g r « t a « a t  t h a t  S h a r p  v o u l d  I fc u n o h  b t  

c o u l d  t o  ^ lO O  AM ( f V M M B g B S S d a t t a H k f i )  v c m M  t t e a  b s v *  t o  o M w e .

llOO AMt (itOO m ,  kufSOMt 5tb^ S « i ^  H m ) — (XSMSSMTKM 

foar ibtipistt f a t  BOlf (HOT, « t aa u ltitutto o f

f n »  X,000 * 9,000 fiavt. HQK QU 1» 960 m u tim l sd]«« «iia^* CCmmM!ri(M  

a lso  laundtMis toar K -V b ^ # 1  depart tm t WC CHAD, « t m  «3lt£ttidt

o f 1,000 » 5*000 fiM t. H)C C30£> U  330 ottatloaJL laUbMI*

l i U  AM: ( l iU  m ,  Aogost %  S«Lgaa Tioa} 7 tU  Iff Aagttvt k ,  c m m c  

tin e ) •« CDfĈ BIU; ibxty a t t l m r  oftUs Zit. Ool. Snitli in  Mdi«aiirii*t ofXloo 

•ad sa ^  tliat tSM ••ttn atod  ttnaa ow r tttrgat A v tha TZCOMQBBOGA wUX 

!>• ltX5 itH Air th* f ir s t  and It25 AM far tha aeeond. "SMrytMng la  00 

t x t i k ,  h e  z n p o r t s .

IiI5  AMt (I tl?  m , Augufft 5th, atd&m T im )  *• TZCeniSBOGA*« idx 

F^*S U u B ^ d  a t AM atrllce QUA27G KHB v lth  20 na d ta llt and 9*

ro<dcota. Tbt la«M la  w ii^ t Isy aurpxlM. Ibare la  ao AA flra* S«rv«t 

boats « »  a l^ to d , four ar« aai^nraly dSDNieed and ooa aodaaratoly. Thaara 

•xm no U.S. lo ssas. (JMX rtedvad th is  rafport at AM.)

Ii25  AMt (Ita? W* AoffMt 5th, Salgoa Tina) — 1!IOORD®OGA*s ftwr 

A .I*s la»a^ttd a t 10tl»3 B f, s ix  A^i*s Xauac^ed a t 22U5 AM and s ix  ?-8*s 

Uuat&MA a t 22ti5  AM str ik s  a t th s VINH * m s  •  miC W1 eooQ^lsx.

Thsjr rsfpoort aBOarats AA firs*  0ir«rall, tba defense are naithsr stroaog 

nov a ler t fir in g  tM s flim t attaok. Of the s ix  boats s li^ ted , four are
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aodcrfttily dwrngtd and two U ^ t ly  damped. Blgbt Bel tttdcs «od two 

M  guzit art dwirtrayvd. OSMKr* mrm no U.S. 3fl«w». TSm caeiametm UMd 

rmngnm Aran 1,000 Xb, baai^B to  5” Zaol rodoote to  2 .75 »a ro<davtt. (BMR; 

r«e«i^«g th i«  ttMMage a t _______JOi. )

Z t j £  AM! Sharp ea lla  o f t i m  and eLrow i£b» f lr a t  atxHc*

rtpeert to  Co2.. Moody* Ha atataa that VZHH haa baan atruak, tba o i l  

In atallatlott la  Inamlng fiaaraaly, tba fKwcr FT bo«ta In tha haacbor taava 

a l l  baan M t/w itli a m  daad in  the vait«r. Haaevy fla k  baa baan aiqparianead 

and ana F-8 la  h it ,  haadad ftar Da Ifang. Mocdy aaya Yaaooa ir ll l  ba jrongitly 

advlaad o f thaaa danmloiaHwta.

2:30 AM: (8i30 fM, Anguat $th, Saigcai !I!iiaa} * . ISia CCmrmiJiTim 

ImujuAom tan A-l^'a and two Whlflih dapart for HOK GAY at an altitud*  

of 2^,000 * 30,000 fiaat. BON GAI la  360 Moxtlaal jslLaa mmy  ̂ Tbo 

COMS'rKLIATias alao l aimdiaa flva  A<4*a and thvaa fJ^'a ii!il«ai than dapart 

for LOC CHAD, f ly in g  a t an altltuda o f 25,000 « ^ ,0 0 0  fa«t. LOG GHAO 

la  330 nautical al l ae away* (itfCX! raoatvaa iM a aaaaa^ a t _____ AM,)

3:25 AÎ : (3:25 B i, Auguat 5th , Saigon Tjbaa) — a^BTmATlOir'a four 

A-JL'a Unwfhad a t 1:00 AM and Ita  fW a AJ»*a aiod thraa r J i* i 

At 2:30 AM atrika XXXJ CHAO. raport aodarata AA flr a  (20 jm t r m

tbo  boata). Tba boata ar« not vBodarwagr and iihtai had iiot baan alartad.

Of tha flr a  FT boata alc^tad, t«no aara damagad aarioualy aad thraa 

aodarataly. Qoa A^l a irera ft (Sathar'a, th ird  in  tha eoliaai} la  iftwt 

down. Ona A.-1 la  daaiaead, but la  la tar  raeorvaarad. ibm attadk laata
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2 ?  n d i n x t M .  Z , T f  r o t S m t B  • n d  2 0  a n  a t r t t f i n g  u t U i j w d .  (BMCX!

T 9 o t i y 9  th l»  loasMg* m t ___________ J M * )

>» Shirp t « l ls  Wittnan dT tb t Jo lot S t« ff that i t  n l^ t  

ytm bM t to  puU the MMDDCK anl C, TUEQOOt J07 out o f thirtjr pftlstO,. iM « i s  

bvcttoM thcjr av« Lov on fo«I «nd aB nm itim , aad \m bcva alroaily g iw n  

th« Hoerth Vletawmeee m **good pundihaiint.** SBiMrp addji that to  katrp tlM 

dMtarqyvcn on ttaticai nieSxt im rlt* furttaor «ttMka» paxhi^  evwi a Iom . 

V̂ Ijbhmx Miys th ia  w ill raquir* JCS approval.

3»58 AM: ~  MeCut t̂aon at c n m c  oalla W in n  about m illing  

tha daatrcgrvra oat. MeCutAaon aayi tbat aiaoa thaaa daatarovara hava 

•paolal aquipBMttt and eoaU not raaSily ba rapOaoad, Imt tlsat tha ahipa 

baeva had aaw ral aljaaplaaa n lg ^ .  Iba r a lia f o f thaaa ahipa m uU  ba 

taqpagrary only, Hbout a ^  hour vaat» aftar tha atvilDaa had eaaaad.

Wl*aaa aaya ha w ill ta lk  to  Burchiaal.

AMI (%I03 IK , Augost 9th , Btdgan T im )  TXOOREQIOGA laamdiaa 

four F-8 *a aad aie^t A>4*a idiidi dapart fear tha raatrUta againat VIRH.

AMt (*»»15 Ht, Attguat Jth , Saigon Tiaa) ^  TKX3HE0fflOOA 

Isuoobaa two AJ^*B ^ddxSi dapart «nr BOir ME at an a ltitu d a  o f  St ,̂CX)0 t m t ,

4 iiy jflli ^  Wiaaaa oa lU  BurOhinal and ta lla  b ia that an aad 

AJ» trcm  tha CXJUSTELLATICR hare baan lo ct orar HOK GAT. (Hota: Actually, 

one naa loat ovar HON GAT, aaothar crmt UX (SOU.) Burtdiinal la  tha 

flr a t to  ba n otiflad , aad ha auggaata that Wiaaan inform tha CMafa and 

tha Saaratazy o f Dafanaa.
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