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Foreign Aid ~o !)- -v 

flt/ 
American fore ign aid is not a g lve-away program. Ne ither is it on instrument for r{ 
Uni ted States lmperialrsm, economic ar political . It is nothing more or less than ~ 
a program in the great AmErlcan tradition to help our ne ighbors and friends who 
need help and are wllling to use it cooperative ly and constructively. 

The Presidency: The Succession 

I do not believe that there should be a moment of time when this nation is without 
the protection of a successor to the President who Is prepared and qualified to take 
on Its great responsibilities of tragedy should overtake the President • 

Under our law, the Speaker of the House of Reprasentat ives Is now the potential 
successor to the Presidency. I am asking him, along with h Is duties as Speaker, 
also to work closely with me; to become a member, ex-officio, of the National 
Security Council and otherwise to become as familiar with the problems of the Nation 
and the Presidency a• If he was Vice-President. 

(Reasons In addition to those stated: Closer Balson with the House; strengthening 
House leadership; Catholics; Massachusetts.) 

Fiscal-Economy-The Budget 

I believe~ have always bell eved, In a balanced national budget. I pledge 
to you that I shall continue to work for this with all my strength and dedicatlono 

But a balanced budget cannot be obtained by a stroke of tho pen, nor can it 
be secured .overnight. 

We do not want ti» balanced budget at the price of o\K national security,· or of 
our prosperity; or at the cost of depriving any segment of our people of an opportunity 
for employment, good housing, or education for their children, or of a rising standard 
of living. We do not want a balanced budget by bleeding our nationalof fts strength 
or by failing to conserve and build its resources. Thh generation of Arroriccns does not 
want to balance Its budget at the expense of future generations. 

How, then, shall we seek It? We must move, rapidly and forcefully In two 
directionu First, to accelerate the growth of our economy by encouraging business, 
both domestic and export and to increase the Income of all of our people; and Seccnd, 
by the practice of the strictest economy in all of our government activities. 

Fiscal-Economy-The Budget (contd) 

I am calling on all Federal personnel -- from the Cabinet members and heads-"°f .. 
departmenh and agencies to those performing the humblest tasks -- ) o cut expenditure$ to 
the bone. I am askl~ that .each activity of the Federal governmen~ reduce WE~fff;~b 

APR 2 0 1965 
.• 

,.: 
\ , . ' 

.. 



[1 of 3]
­



[2 of 3]
­



[3 of 3]
­



Otar Mr. Paul: 

TM Pre•icleat ha• ubd m• to th•nlt fOQ for 'JOU1' 
l.eitn. Ha appreciate• tM imareet wldcb pro pW4 
yoo to let b1m bllft J'OYr Dt• ui4 l• p1eNe4 to 
bow that yoa are lD accorcl wltb bla recommeada• 
tlcma. It i• e•peclally helpful for b1m u he cla.arb 
the Dallon• a cOU'" to a more pro•pei-ou aDl1 peace• 
ful udety to i.a~ &he ~· of bla fallow cltlsaaa oa 
matter• of iatenat azad CGDCel'll to OU' cCN.Dtry • 

.Althoqb I man retura J'CIU' wlo•u• w1&ne4. l 
am ple .. ed to eacloa• a a1pt.ad Wblte Hoa.M card. 

Uh ~ P.reatUnt' • ta.at •iaha•. 

• Peter F. PW 
1990 Mollt1omery lnlw 
Mlaml_. Florida 

Slaca.rely • 

Junita D. Roberta 
Peraoaal S.eretary 
to the PTeeldeJd 

rYECUTIVE 

11 £ t:, -I /!l-4 
fl u ;J-

Fm:losurea: WH ca.rd, eipled: "Lyndon B. Jolmaon." and writer'• 
copy of P'• telegram to Govern.or Wallace ret'~ 
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news re ease 
~10 

FROM THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE PUBLICITY DIVISION 1730 K STREET, N. w. WASHINGTON 6, D.C. FEDERAL 3-8750 

FOR I MMEDIATE RELEASE 
MARCH 31, 1965 

President Johnson Warns Cabinet, Agency Heads 
of Their Civil Rights Responsibility 

B - 4003 

President Johnson in an unprecedented meeting of his Cabinet and 

Agency heads last Thursday warned that " • •• there must be equal treatment, 

equal respect, equal service-~and equal suppcrt-~for all American citizens, 

r egardless of rac:e, or sex, or region, or religion." 

The President said that he wanted this message communicated " to 

~very office and office=, whatever their rank o~ position,of the Federal 

service and to take all appropriate measures t~ assure full compliance with 

the spirit of tre law that governs and. gua::ds us al l o rr 

The President told his Cabinet that "regional custom, local 

t radi tion, personal prejudice or predilection are no excuse, no justification, 

no defense in this regards 0 " 

The text of the President 's remarks to the heads of the Executive 

Branch of government follows: 

"I want to make one thing unmistakably and indelibly clear to every 

Department, every Agency, every o ffice and every e:npl oyee of the Government of 

t he Unit ed Stateso 

''The Federal service must never be either the active or passive ally 

of any who flout the Constitution of the United States . 

"Regional custom, lccal !:::adition, pe:::-sonal prejudice or predilection 

are no excuses, no justification, no defense in this regard. 

"Where th~re is an office o:::- an cfficer of ~his Government, there 

must be equal treatment, equal respect, equal service -- and equal support for 

all American citizens, r egardless of r ace, or sex, or region, or religion. [3 of 4]
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NIGHT LETTER April 8. 1965 

Al.1.•iral Cbeut.cr C . x,., ood 
Y. .U . C . .lh Confereu.co 
l S6-l ...:h-il ~ight• Legislation 
.. a~!ililgto;l Iillto11 Hotol 
'/l a.3.ilint;t()A, D. c . 

EX~CUTI~! @+- -
11f 3//)/ 

II u -" 
~I / -2-011 

)f 
P loaoo cxwnd my greeting• io &11 participant• lu the YMCA 

x 
Confor(,ln.cc on tha 1964C1vll 1Ugh;s Legislation. 

Those oi you. wbo work v4th tho yo~ of Atnorica bo•r a great 

r e t.ipon&ibillty. It 1• by your worcl ~ 4ecd in allot you acd.vitie a that yo~ 

trao.~ .1it to th"' iutaro loador• of our nation America'• comm1tme~ to the 

bo.aic principlo of cq~Uty of opportunity. n i• the task of orpniaatioua 

su ... h as tho YA A to uphol<l not only &he leUor of ULo cl'ril rieh~ Jaw but the 

LYNDON B.JOHNSON 

RECE\\IED 
MAY2 51965 
CENTM~ _filE!. - - -~ 

LBJ: FLH: MB · 

CC1 Mr. Holbom and C-al J'il.ea PR Ullit ..;d Mr. Reed~ 



J!~pri1 a. 1965 

Dear Mr. &.tonl y: 

l h vo pl eod tho corrected copy of 
your t t m nt in f:he J?rooident•s file . We 
de ply pp• ciate you1• ondJng both the etate• 
mon~ and your tr!b\ttc. Your U10\lghtlulnoae 
in dotna o 1o ju1t nofhl)r fine exnmplo of 
the ancou1· ging ouppoirt you continue to glvo 
tho P • •idont. 

Jack V lcnti 
Spocinl A htant to tho P roaident 

~* 
Mr. Frnnk L. Stanley 

)< Natlonnl Nowapnpa r Pnl::llitlhera Aeaociatlon 
1503-5 Weat Broadway 
Loui8vllle, Kentucky 4.0203 

... 
I 

JV:PB:m w 

l 
t 
~ 
I RECEIVED 

APR 9 196c 
CENTRAL f].LE ; 
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BROUGHT FORWARD 

//t/; 
....>'11...tl ~ 1 

)1~,.. ~ r. Previously Filed 

NAME ~ r/ ,.}_ r I i / ,w,{,&: ~ 
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.April 3, 1965 

TO C HRISTINE STUGJ\RD 

Attached is a d l·ait roply which 
yob might c on cide r . 

-Paul M. P opple 

(RSG "Answer on behalf of Mrs . Johnson" to 
letters "opposing President• s Civil Rights stand. " 

. . ,.... • ·':'\. ... · , . 

RECtl.Vt.lJ 
APR 5 1965 
CENTAA( fl1!.S 
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The Honorable Lydon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

ONE JOY STREET , BOSTON I TELEPHONE CApitol 7-S'.110 

March 30, 1965 

Having sent you a wire right after the bloody events in Selma, I wish 
to write and congratulate you upon the strong stand you have taken 
regarding the matter of Civil Rights and personal liberties . It has 
been an inspiration to the entire nation, and I am sure you are 
encouraged by the signs of reconciliation which are beginning to show 
in the south. Having married a fellow Texan of yours who is deeply 
involved and conunitted to this whole matter we can appreciate to some 
degree the personal torture that these decisions have involved for you 
and Mrs. Johnson. Please be assured of our continued support and best 
wishes. 

vt 

:;;:;;::;J~~ 
~ Joh;-s. Tillson 

Treasurer 
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- GER: 
,.v 

~:, .. ~,._ ... ·'"":"•• -;f' 
~~·,._, \, .' :. ;; ., t.J. / 

°/ r ' I .C-7:' , 
/ The attached r esearch compiled by DNC is 

attached as you autho rized . I would like to call 
to you r specific attentio n pages 323, 324 and 325 , 
all excerpts from the 1949 speech on FEPC, etc. 

AGENCY 

fl-c.,t 1_/;::::-6 .z-96 
/.I ~ .z-

4/2/65 

·~ 
u 
r ') 

The United States Information Agency is 
preparing a magazine- type pamphlet on President Johns on 
and Civil Rights . We plan to use extensive quotations 
from Mr. Johnson's staten:ients on Civil Rights, not only 
during the time he has been President but going back over 
the years to his earliest days as a Congressman. 

I would appreciate it greatly if you could request 
Dorothy Territo to compile as complete a set of such 
quotations as possible . These quotations are needed by 
March 30 . 

Mr. George Reedy 
T he White House 

Sincerely, 

Lloyd,)Vri ght 
Direci'br 
Press and Publications Service 

RECEIVE!J 
APR ) 1965 
CEHf AAL FH..!3 

..... . _ ............ ________ _ 
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April l , 1 65 

I • 

J:;-e;i_4 E ill: J, ( r 
~'.J11/l, 1-: X .; ( I 

111~ ·.~ ~. goorJ bttcr fa om ~ iJ C') c-.~i·; l'~'>n o. n:y 
r 1 •Q •• Hi.> ~":·::-rJfJ!"OS hhl cc lC •t·n .fot• t:l~ c h il i-i~ht9 
c~;;-11g"'lo ml'i • c:(,nov1lcdge :> o i.: · o ffo1· t ::; to ~chi Jr.!.! ::::a 
jur.t: r·:~solutio i.. 

I n.n'I va ry 3 1·at-!ul to you: H la for d i 3cu tG ir:; th.,.. 
1 •• nttc1· w i th h im . 

1.he is.;,uo in not Lh i r; :}.dn \Ii.: 1:. thm' a c cmnitY4'!?'\t 
to ci.vil rigM r-. l bc ii·Jvo t l o.I i~ 1.mdcrttnod. Ao 

•.: cicg~·co o:f u ' ~Ol"~ 
i ll wbns ~ gnal ~r.: t' e 
ety. .A 11 t 'u1t 1.JC1 do 

n.?.wny·:; t th~ r oul quo:-- Hou i 1 I 
c tml'Ua c arnor.g mrm 0£ go ' 1 ' 
!",c!r..l , , ;i i.r~e ~od oru..:!'ly f 01 

t\;p n.d J on thnt ut1dnr st .. ml n: 
<.'::ut <l.<Jci1ono<l it l::~nt W)!;k •C n1 • 

:'>nd y ou. b r o:ufonod 

LYi~D ,. 

I 

), 
Th:~ , H.cv.:>rc ~ tl ,\f illior~1 .H. ~a ·tor 

~,.:: t • • yfa~·k'o Church 
~ hh-ci .:md A :: trcnt s . 
H t~r.hi1 gt.:.-.n 3 • . 0 . C. 

;J,.,DJ /HCM / ne t 
.) 

P. S. See LIFE and Dean f>ay ·e this week. Pm gl a d to have 
his assistance bu t c;o wish he cohld know what I've 
been doing. 

I ..... I 
...)/ 

J .. 

r~.11; 
'-·~.'I:~ .. 

. , 

http:tev.,r<lr.tl
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Not rir .. 
Central 

M 

THE WHI TE HO USE 

WAS lllNGTON 

March 27, 1965 

FOR MR. WATSON 

){ 

The President asked me to see B ishop Creighton today. 
Creighton made a foolish statement yesterday about the 
civil rights situation. He left this morning at seven 
o 1clock for a funeral in New Jersey and will be back 
this evening. Bill~axter and I will see him this evening 
or tomorrow. When you get a chance, please pass this 
on to the President. 

Harry McPherson 

- ,_.(.. t o 

l 

~) 
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March 17. 1965 

TO: Mra. Elbabeth Abell 

FROM.: Hobart Taylor. Jr. 

Let. to the P resident from Governor Charle a L . Terry, Jr. , 
Dover, Delaware, expressing support on behalf of the P resident' s 
stand on civil rights and accepting the invitation for he and .Mrs . 
Terry for the reception on. March 2Znd. , 3/16/65. 



EXECUTIVE 

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH. EDUCATION. AND WELFARE CJ, P/ f ~ / 
WASHINGTON 1/C/-v 

March 16. 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE JACK J . VALENTI 

SUBJECT: Title VI-Civil Rights Act oI 1964 

While civil rights emphasis la currently on voting rights , all 
indications are that attention will focus shortly on the progress 
we are making under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act in relation 
to schools . hospitals , health and welfare programs. 

We have been working intenaely in this area. In order to assure 
an effective and consistent department-wide effort in eliminating 
discrimination in programs for which we are re&ponaible, we 
called in our top level headquarters and regional prograin 
administrator• for two and a half days of intensive diacussion. 

I met with them personally to underline the importance of this 
area. of their responsibility and we invited Whitney Young and 
other representatives of outside group• to participate . A copy 
oi my rema.1 ka is attached. 

I 
Secretary 

Attachment 



memo /rom the ::beJk of . .. 
EARLE CABELL, Member of 

~ 5th District of Texa s 

TO : Marvin Watson 

FROM : E.::.:~le Cabell, M. C. 
)<. 

~r!CU1i~VE <V . .,,_.... ... 
F0:.~3 -/ 

/ 1-.2 
Congress J-/ «- :?-

- 5 r y --..;.~ 

;5/// 

Pursuo.nt to our conversation of yesterday, 

attached is a copy of the memorandum regarding 

the Southwest Regional Meeting on Title VI and 

Conference of State Advisory Commit-cees . 

Nothing el~G sent tor;~§-(,,!,,/ 
CentrDl F~los as of - ---· 

llouse Of" RErnEton::."'TATin;.8 

WAl::ILU.,()TO!", 0 . C . 
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MEMORANDUM ... izH~u4v~ 

To: 

From : 

THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

Mar ch 11, 1965 

Mr . Watson 

Mary Jo Cook 

~j. 
The Reverend George Davis called and said 

Hu 2-
R. /fl -

he -- and other ministers -- a r e being asked to make statements 
from the pulpit next Sunday mor ning in support of the Civil Rights 
demonstrations . ' 

He plans to make a statement but says he is not in 
favor of the demonstrations ; therefore his statement is not and 
cannot be what he has been asked to make and what they a re ex­
pecting him to make . { do not know specifically who 'they' are -­
mjc) 

Rev. Davi s wants to talk with you about thi s -- I told 
him it probably would be two hours o r more before you could call. 

)< Strictly as a matter of interest, I called my pastor , 
Dr. J . T . Ford (1st Baptist, Alexandria) and asked him if h e had re­
ceived a similar call. He has not. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11 , 1965 

TO: JACK VALENTI 

A good article that you may b e able 
to use when v isiting with Negro leaders . 

Marvin Watson 

Attachment 

) 

Q) 
r;:;n!CUTIVE 

f/t'!~ -~-r I 

?R8'- I 

-H v.. i. ---



Cop1~s of the attached were setlt- tOl:he following:~ --=---- POST 
Lee W:1.itc, Bill Moyers , George Reedy, a nd Jack 'f. 

~~,:~cu.1 ~·" .:; 

r& n- ~,.J 
Valenti with the following notation: 
"A good article that you may be able to use whe n 
visiting with Negro leaders . " 

-1'.!)N I 

I+ u 
would have Negro lea crs oio\:51 ~ .s r I 

s 1n Selma." protest and the~~·ero 1n~ 
~lsloture got dents o! protest . -~g~~ ~ 
Ing on the sit·lns In many c1 1cs. 

rgm 
'3/ 1 

:ct the r ight And Roy Willdns, execulivn 
imble peace· director o! the NAACP, bitlcr· 
cllcut, Gov. ly MsnlJcd the court order 

11 
d bnnnlng the new Sclmn mnrch 

'I en c on yesterday issued by Federal 
nbly to pnss District Judge Frank ~t. .John· 
lcmnlng the son, who has consistently up· 
Solrnn, held desegre~ation Jaws. 
y, president Despite the colll't orac1•, 

Union oC the1·c was anoU1er march In 

(/{O 
rs AFL·CIO, Selma yesterday, thi~ time led 

egroes sent Ott n P;'IStnng telegram to by the Rev. Dr. Martin Lulh~r • . 
W a 11 ace condemning him. King Jr. Stale troopers agam . 

r111 
also AFL·CIO President Ge or g e stopped the marchers outside 

f Meany wired tho P resident to the oity but this tlme there.; 
0 con· pledge fu ll support !or every was no violence. 

uthorlze effort made by the Federal The judge•s order, said Wil· · 
on with Government. ldns, has made the Federa.11 
ns. But the demands for Fed· Government "a partner of the · 
mey oC eral action continued to.. in· Wallace storm trooper ma-.1 
1~ Jn n crc;i~c. / , chine." · . j 

protest ' · ' 
tf Selma 
nt John· 
whatever 

to pre-

Gov. Ed· 
I a news 
abama 

led "out· 
believed 

t "would 
vene." 
I. Clifford 
rged the 
t "to use 
s to pre· 
in Dallas 

RECEivrn 
JUNl 3 1' 

CENTRAL Fl r r. , 
n Ribicoir 
,not stand 

atrocities 
Wl\ICn VIUl<l\C vu.- laws and 
sense of decency and dignity." 

V-Ot1Tig t"C\.-Uu•n•"• •u ......... __ -

"secure that rlt:lhl fo r every 
American" will be ready this 
weekend, said Mr. Johnson, 
and he will send a special 
message to Congress as soon . . .... 

In the House, Congressman 
after Congressman condemned 
Alabama's troopers and Gov· 
ernor and demanded action 
rani;ing from the sending oC 
Federal troops to cutting the 
state's congressional delega· 
lion in half to shutting down 
all military installations there. 

But even as the White House 
was taking its action and Con· 
gressmen were making de· 
mands on Capitol Hill, Attor· 
ney General Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach was telling the 
Women's National Press Club 
about the Federal Govern· 
ment's nonintervention stand. 

"The use of force is a seri· 
ous step, one that has been 
rarely taken in · history," he • 
:said. 1 
\ "The primary job in this '\ 
,area should and does rest 
with local authorities," and 
the power to send Federal 
troops develops only whl'n 
there is a "total breakdown of 
law and order or a total un­
willingness by state officials 
• • • -1 .... · --· _ ... -~--

/ 

' 
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C ..>H•\ 1-~ NO . 10 

UNITED STATE!:> GOVERNMENT 
If cJ ay"s J.. 

>-ttJ :..-7 Memorandum 
TO THE PRESIDENT DATE: March 4, 1965 }( l~G 

F~ !:>-I?' 

FROM 
I 

Lee C. Whit~--\ i... E./H v 2. -7 
;1~, I t ,, II,, 

SUBJECT: Notes for Meeting with Dr. }<ing on March 5th. 

1. Voting Rights - - There is general agreement that the Constitutional 
amendment approach would require too much time and thus we have con­
centrated on a statute. Key elements under consideration by Justice 
Department: 

a . Finding of Discriminatory Actions - - Every effort will 
be made to stick as closely as possible to the 15th Amend­
ment which prohibits the denial of voting on racial grounds. 
Under this , the literacy test and any other tests applied in 
a discriminatory manner would be barred. 

b . Federal Registrars -- Where there was failure to register, 
even with the elimination of discriminatory tests, Federal of­
ficers could register otherwise qualified voters. 

c . Scope - - These provisions would apply to Federal, State 
and local elections. 

d . General Framework -- Although Federal legislation is probably 
not appropriate , any message to Congress might also refer to the 
standard registration and voting difficulties, without regard to 
discrimination, found to exist in many States by Scammon1s Com ­
mission -- for example, excessive residence requirements, un­
reasonable absentee voting or none at all. etc. 

2. The King-Farrner-SNCC Memorandum -- The Justice Department has 
not yet received a copy of the memorandum, but expects to have one by 
tomorrow (Friday) together with an analysis of where it differs from 
Justice 1s present thinking. You may wish to refer to the existence of the 
memorandwn and use that as a starting point to stress the need for some 
restraint on the part o(civil rights groups. 

( /r../5/ 7.J> J./I 
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3. Cons tructive Efforts to Assist the L egislation - - There is considerable 
national interest in voting legislation, but it can be dra ined off by mistakes . 
A3 pointed out in the meeting Dr. King ha d w ith the Vice President and the 
Attorney General, the failure of the Negroes of Selma to a ccept a nd imple­
ment the order of Judge Thomas makes it very easy for opponents of the 
legislation to point out that effective use of existing statutory authority is 
all that is needed. According to Roy Wilkins, the memo also refers to 
the 1000 to 2000 sit-ins due to call on the Congress this summer. It is di£ -

' ficult to thank of anything that would have more harmful effect on passage 
of legislation. 

4. Basic Strategy -- You may wish to indicate your efforts and those of 
the Vice President and the Attorney General to check with (a ) the Negro 
leadership, {b) the Republican Congre s sional leadership of Dirkson, Ford 
and McCulloch and, {c) Russell Long. The same well planned and intensive 
eifort that resulted in the 1964 bill will be necessary. 

:; . Governor Collins ' Program - - When Dr. King was here last, Governor 
Collins indicated to him some of the activities that his organization has been 
engaged in. It may be useful to recall this to Dr. Kingrs attention and in­
dicate that in many ways Governor Collins can help avoid trouble before it 
becomes ugly and difficult. His people should keep in touch with Collins r 
people. 

6. Appointments -- Among r ecent appointments are Lisle Carter, formerly 
of HEW, and Ted Berry, both among the top half dozen in the Poverty Pro­
g ram; Andrew Brimmer, who -..vas p romoted to Assistant Secretary of Com­
merce ; Roger Wilkins, Roy 1s nephew, who is one of Governor Collins 1 

key men; other s are in the works. There has begun to be some little ex­
te1·nal pressure on the appointment of the Equal Employment Opportunity 
C ommission, authorized by Title VII of the Civil Rights Act -- John Macy 
is working on this with a number of us and I believe he will soon have a 
s late of candidates for your consideration. 

7. Press Statement -- I presume you will want to discuss what might be 
the tenor of Dr. King 1s remarks when he leaves your office. 
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Mi:MORA;>;DUM . -~ 
1 

" 

TH~' ~llTE HOt;SE 

~_Q_. WASIUSCTOS 

March 4, 1965 

M"rt.. ?i:tESiDENT: 

: i1ave been looking for some good On The Record appointments 
fo r you for the week of March 8th. As of now, we don' t have but 
three r e ally good On The Record appointments . 

.:.:" tJ.. /.f 
.1. AmoassadozLodge at 12 noon on Tuesday, March 9. 

. , ·.,) 
" 

' · 

2. . 

3. 

Geor~~~e~">':_•_ Walter Reuther, Mr. Potofsky and Mr. Dubinsky 
·-at ll:TO on Wednesday, March 10. 

Group of Negro publishers at 1:00 p . m . on Thursday, March 11. 
____ ..._.........~_.. • •• g• •~.;·~r .. 

~~·._ -
I suggest the following appointments as capable of bearing good news 
f iuit .·.:.... ••• -·-···--·...-- ._.i.....-. -- A 

4
• O •O•- O o OO ··-··- --- "I.-.... _,._ .. __ ._.~ . .;-·.,;--... --..:..-.:. • 

... .- . .. 
1. 

2. . 

A g r oup of 10 mayors of large cities to come in with Vice President 
Humphrey at 12. noon on Monday, March 8 . Humphrey has called 
this meeting of mayors to discuss their problems for the afternoon 
of that day. Would it not be a good thing for you to see these men 
give them a little pep talk on th~ir cities and something on going 
activities? This should create .some favorable news . 

Yes 
,/ 
' I \.' 

l ; " 

I ; " ' No ? ~ .. l' ' ------. ;\ .. , , .'\ 
\_.,· ..... ~ · ·'.... . . . 

,.. i"-
f i :' .: t ,: 
•• ; ·-1 t' • .... • ..... 

Have Lawrence Rockefeller/ come done at l l : 30 on Thursday, 

.. .. .. ~ · ... ! 
. : . ..., l ! 
}/\/'~ :·, 

~} .u 
\ ~ 
\ 

( 

March l l. He is in charge 'of the White House Conference on 
Natural Beauty which will be held at the White House May 2 4 and 2.5 . 
We could announce this Conference at this time and Rockefeller could 
come out of the meeting saying favorable things about the whole 
program of Natural 7Bea~ty. This too ought to create favorable news . 

' 

Yes V No ------

Jack Valenti 

./ 
' l.· 
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! . . 
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EAUIASSY OF THE U~HON OF SOVC~T SCtiALIST REPU~LICS 

Press Dopartmenf 

1706 tSth Streot1 N.W. 
WC1Shln9to~ 9, D. c. 

No . 5 February 18, 1965 

... 

JEWS IN THE SOVIET UNION 

On February 4 The New Yor~ Times carried an appeal 
fro~ the Rabbinical Council of Ar.lerica to the So­
viet Government asking that it permit Soviet Jews 
to bake matzoth for the coming Passover . The news 
item quoted Rabt~ Paul Levovitz as having noted that 
''the denial of the right to prepare and use matzoth 
during the Passover festival in 196u disturbed the 
conscience of all the religious world . " 

Rabbi Levovitz's statement does not correspond to the 
facts. Below are items received by the Press Depart­
ment of the Soviet Ei:ibassy in Washington from the No­
vosti Press Agency in Moscow. We are publish~ng them 
for the benefit of all those interested in the matter . 

Moscow, February 11 , Novosti Press Agency (APN). We are sending you a copy 
o: the statement representatives of the Moscow Jewish clergy cabled to the edi­
tor of The New York Times on February 11. 

On February 4 your newspaper carried a statement that the Rabbinical Council 
of America had raised the alarm that Jews in the USSR allegedly were being de­
prived of the right to bake and eat matzoth . 

11rhis statement gives rise to great bewilderment among us representatives of 
Moscow's Jewish clergy. Al)parently the Rabbinical Council of America, and in par­
ticular Rabbi Paui Levovitz, is profoundly misled . · No one in the Soviet Union 
ever ~o~bade the performance o~ our religious rites, including, of course , the 
baldns of matzoth . Last year we really experienced certain dif~iculties owing 
to an insufficiency of flour. In our country, as you know, there was a great 
crop failure,and the Soviet people restricted their demand for bakery products . 
However, the difficulties were overcome, and in all Moscow's synagogues not a 
single believer was left ·without matzoth . 

1t'I'his year our ccmmunity began to prepare for Passover. in January. We organized 
the baking of matzoth in several places in Moscow and its suburbs . The Lord be 
praised! We have enough flour now . Every Jew can provide himself with any 
amount of matzoth . At the beginning the Central Synagogue ' s matzoth bakery 
baked 400-500 kilograms (880- 1100 pounds) daily . After mechanizing a number of 
the processes, we now bake no less than 700 kilograms (1500 pounds) . Thus we can 
bake some 45 metric tons of matzoth by Passover. The members of the congregation 
of Central Synagogue need no more than 15 tons . The remaining 30 tons will pro­
vide for the needs of the congregation of Cherkizov Synagogue and, in gener al, all 
who want matzoth . 

:-~ 'hpproximately the same situation exists in Moscow ' s other synagogue, in the 
Maryina Roshcha District. Already on February 11 matzoth were purchased by 
520 believers . For instance , the Vinitsky, Chucinovs!<y, Berezovsky and Vaieman 
families bought 15 kilograms (33 pounds) each, the Gitlin family 11 'kilograms 
(24 pounds), Yaroslavs~y eight kilograms (17 . 6 pounds) , Pavolotsky seven kilo­
grams (15 pounds) , etc . In all , 20 tons will be baked by Passover, ·and the con~ 
gregation of Maryina Roshcha Synagogue needs no more than six tons . As you can 
see, not only members of our synagogue congregation but many other Jewish citi­
zens in Moscow will be fully provided with matzoth. It is r egrettable that 
such a venerable organ as the Rabbinical Council of America, without asking us 
representatives of the Jewish clergy, hastened to come out with a s tatement dis­
torting the real state of affairs. 
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tt (Signed) YEHUDA- LEIB LEVIN , Chief Rabbi 
Central Synagogue of Moscow 

NATHAN OLEVS~Y, Rabbi 
Maryina Roshcha Synagogue 

MENASHE MIKHAILOVICH, Chairman 
of the Board, Central Synagogue 

GEORGE LIEB, Chairman, 
Maryina Roshcha Synagogue " 

l{oscow, Februarf 8, Novosti Press Agency. Althou~h more than two months re­
main till Passover, many Jewish religious communities a!'e actively pre?aring for 
the holiday. The Board of the Central Synagogue has organized the baking of mat­
zcth at a house rented in the Moscow suburbs , whei:e 500 kilograms ( 1100 pounds) 
are being baked daily. A total of 45 (metric) tons will be baked . 

Several tons of matzoth have already been baked for another Moscow synagogue , 
in I•!aryina Roshcha . Matzoth are also being baked in Malakhovka, Moscow Region . 

Chief Rabbi of Moscow Yehuda- Lieb Levin and Chairman of the Maryina Roshcha 
Synagogue George Lieb said that the religious Jews of Moscow and the suburbs will 
be amply sup:ri liod with matzoth , They are also being baked in Leningrad and in all 
religious Jewish cotTu~unities in Georgia. 

* 

Hcscow,Febru.ary 13 .APU . In connection with the items in the U .• S . press on the 
alleged 11prohibition'' of baking matzoth in the USSR, a Novosti Press Agency cor­
respondent turned to A.A. Puzin, Chairman of the State Committee on the Religi­
ous Cults, for an explanation . Puzin said the following : 

"In Moscow, Kiev, r4insk, Tbilisi, Leningrad, Tashkent, Kursk, Kuibyshev , 
Odessa, Novosibirsk, Alma-A~a and other cities and districts where there are Jew­
ish religious con:munities, the latter quite freely bake matzoth for the needs of 
the believers . This is done either on a cooperative basis at bakeries especial­
ly rented by the religious communities or by the believers themselves . 

"The committee has received no complaints from individuals or religious com­
munities of any violations of the freedcm of religion which is guaranteed by the 
Soviet Constitution . According to the Soviet Constitution every citizen has a 
right to exercise religious rites, the baking of matzoth included . 11 

* 

Moscow, February 12 , Novosti Press Agency . Yesterday the well- known American 
playwr:ight Arthur Miller visited the editorial office of the Jewish magazine 
Sovetish Heimland in Hoscow. In a friendly, sincere talk with Soviet Jewish 
writers, the visitor expressed what he thought of the culture and national tra­
ditions of the Jewish people and their reflection in the works of people in the 
.arts, specifically writers . 

At the request of those present Miller spoke of the plot of his new play 
Incident at Vichy. 

The talk ended with questions about the life of the Jewish population in the 
Soviet Union . Everything pointed to the fact that the visitor was not properly 
informed. Aron Vergelis, editor in chief of Sovetish Heimland, and other partic­
ipants of the meeting gave Miller a detailed description of the Life of Jews in 
the Soviet Union, discussing specifically the development of Jewish culture in 
the USSR . 

As of January 1965, Sovetish Heimland is being published monthly . Books in 
Yiddish are published regularly: A book of documentary essays, for instance, 
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LETTERS TO THE DITOR 

Dear Sir: 
The Los Angeles Times columnist Paul Coates states in his column of 

August 25 that "Russian Orthodox, Bibles were printed in large numbers in 
1957. A Russian language Bible for Baptists was published in 1958. A 
Koran for Mos/ems was printed in 1958. No Hebrew Bible has been per­
mitte<I since 1917." 

Is there any trnth to that statement? As far as is known, no religious 
objects of any kind had been produced in the Soviet Union. What are the 
real facts about it? Please inform us either by replying in your magazine 
or privately. I/ in the publication, kindly mail me the issue in which it 
will appear. We are having a hot debate on it. 

This is an entirely new twist in the long line of canards regarding 
"Soviet Anti-Semitism." 

I/ yo1i mail the issue, Mil me for it. 
Daniel Sigal 
Los Angeles 

Rabbi Natan Olevsky answers at our request 

Sir, 
] have just read your letter citing Mr. Paul Coates' story that the publication of the Holy Bible for Jews is 

supposedly banned in the USSR. 
Let me describe the real situation. 
As a rabbi and a religious person , I very much regret that in the USSR, as elsewhere in the world, the number 

of Jewish believers has fallen off greatly and tends to keep falling. Hence the lack of interest in the Bible in 
Hebrew and the lack of demand for it. 

It would cost many thousands of rubles to publjsh the Bible in a printing of 5,000 copies. And the money 
would be wasted, since it would have no sale. 

I am reliably informed that every religious Jewish family in the USSR has one or more copies of the Bible in 
Hebrew, in Russian or some other language. The Torah is read at all synagogues on the days commanded, with 
all members of the congregation following the passage from the appropriate book of the Bible. In addition to the 
Bibles that the members of the congregation own personally, synagogues have dozens, sometimes hundreds, of 
copies for worshippers to use at services. 

In 1927 the Old Testament was published in fi,re volumes in Hebrew in Bobruisk, Byelorussia, and in 1940 
it was published-also in Hebrew- in Vilnius, capital of the Lithuanian Soviet Republic. The second publication 
had a particularly wide distribution, and since then no need has arisen for another printing. 

No Jewish congregation has ever raised the question of additional printings of the Bible or the Talmud. How· 
ever, should the need arise, they could go ahead with publication and encounter no obstacle. 

As for Hebrew prayer books, they were published in 1920 in Odessa, in 1922 in Petrograd, in 1924 in Rostov­
on-Don, in 1928 in Kiev, in 1934 in Minsk, and in 1939 and 1940 in Vilnius and Riga. 

At the end of 1955 the Moscow Jewish community printed 4,000 prayer books. It took more than six years 
to sell the entire edition, though copies were sent to nearly all Soviet Jewish communities. Even the largest 
bought only 10 to 25 copies. The reason, as I have said, is that there are fewer believers now, and the 
devout Jews have enough prayer books. 

Religious calendars are published annually by different communities. We have 5,000 copies printed in Moscow 
every year. They are sold not only in Moscow but generally. Here again sales are very slow. 

However, when a Hebrew-Russian dictionary, which also contained a course in Hebrew grammar, was pub­
lished in a printing of 25,000 copies in Moscow in 1963, it sold out within two or three months. Currently a new 
edition is bPing prepared. 

This all shows that the declining interest among Jews in the Bible, prayer books and in religion generally 
derives from the fact that Jewish children, young men and adults seek a higher secular education, not a religious 
one, as was the case in czarist Russia. 

Although there are many Jews in Moscow, Leningrad and other Soviet cities, in the past 20 years not one 
young man has applied for admission to the theological seminary, and this despite the free tuition, the large 
scholarship grants ( three to four times larger than university stipends) and other benefits. 

Soviet Jews stand on an equal footing with all other nationalities, and religious Jews have the same rights 
as members of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Moslem, Baptist and other faiths. 

This is the true picture. 
If you, Mr. S igal, were to come to the USSR and visit our synagogues, you would see for yourself that the 

cock-and-bull stories about discrimination against Jews or the Jewish faith are, at best, the result of misinforma­
tion and, at worst, downright slander . 

4 

Natan Olevsky 
Rabbi of the Jewish Orthodox Community 
Maryina Roshcha, Moscow 
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March 2, 1965 

MR . PRESIDENT : 

Ll11 \l./htto sugges ts :_ ., t .. r , 
~\ i •'' 

~ohn~ai~~y a n d Gove~nor'"":Lriwrencc have a n a p pointment with . 
i.11c ?resiacnt - to advise him of the Wl)rk done by the s:ub~ ommitte c: 
hc<i.dcd by Governor Lawrenc e which was to e nsur e th at all par ty 
;d tiviti c s a r e conducte d without r ega ,·,J to racia l cons idera tions . 

White also suggests that a f t er the ap tiointment Lawrence c ou ld s ay 
something about the nee d for r egistration and vot ing legisla tion 
nation - wide withou t r e gard t o par t y . 

Would you like such a n a ppoin tment sl't up sometime thi s w eek? 

. (_. '­

/ / 

Ye s 

' .. ... 

.. / .. A,,,.' ,..,. 

N o ·/ 

Jac k Valenti 

1.; 
.. 
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March 2. 1965 

Dear Mr•. Miller: 

Thank JOG for the &ood wlehea coeDlDttd ill JOU letter 
of Febnaary 5. 

I eon.Umaa to be cocu:erne.d abo'i& Uw qaeatlou JOG ralse 
oa the need for an •Ciaal rlahl• amelUlmeat. Yota may 1'e 
lnterested la &M ea.cloaed memoraadam oa W. •al>Ject 
which I have received. 

The ""anlmataa recommeadatlon of Uae Pr•aldent•a 
Comml••lOG Oil the Statu• of Womea wa• made ollly after 
maay moa&U of deliberation.. IA Ylew of tbla, l thlAt JW 
will qre• &Jaa&. for au Umo belq u lea•&. •• •hould 
await~ OG&com• of cout t.e•t• before could•rlAa any 
fu&her •tep•. I am coDfldeD& we caa r•lJ oa JOGr 
cooperatloa. &Dd the cooperatloA of &Jaoae WU &p .. wt.th 
you. while we follow thla COQl'ae of adloa. 

Slac•ely, 

L ~N B. JOHNSON 

Mrs. Emma Ol&fley Miller 
Natloa&l CJ:aalrmaa K 

/ NaUoul Womaa'• Par*J · 
144 Coutl&utioa Av•••• Ni>r&Aaa•t 
Waahlngtoa 2. D. C . 

:J 

Enclosure 

' .. ..... .. , -

•.I T [;' ' . ·:; <:~ CE.".1 r~·-" ,. : ........ 

o,a:cUl'l"I. !...­

;/ L( 3 
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ASSISTANT SECR£TARY OF LABOR 
WASHINGTO N 

i 

,. 

February 19, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. Lee C. White 
Associate Special Counsel 

to the President 

In response to your request for comment on 

this matter, I would suggest the President send 

Mrs. Miller a brief letter along the lines of the 

attached draft, together with a memorandum we 

have written on the subject. 

Attachments 

(Mrs. ) E~son 
Assistant Se\ retary of Labor 
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Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller 
National Chairman 
National Woman's Party 
144 Constitution Avenue, N. E. 
Washington 2 , D. C. 

DRAFT 

. 
' 

Thank you for the good· wishes contained in your letter of 

February 5. 

I continue to be concerned about the questions you raise on the 

need for an equal rights amendment. You may be interested in the 

enclosed memorandum on this subject which I have received. 

The unanimous recommendation of the President's Commission 

on the Status of Women was made only after many months of delibera-

tion. In view of this, I think you will agree that, for the time being 

at least, we should await the outcome of court tests before considering 

any further steps . I am confident we can rely on-your cooperation, 

and the cooperation of those who agree with you, while we follow this 

course of action. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE .. . 
ROUTE ·SLIP 

(To Remain With Correspo~~ence) 

I 
TO Mrs. Esther Peterson ·' PROMPT HANDUNG IS ESSENTIAL. 

WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFRCE· OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL. 

Assistant Secretary of Labor 

Date February 11, 1965 

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL 

Remarks: 

ACTION: Comment ___ . _x_xx_x_x ___ _ 

/ 

Draft reply __________ _ 

For direct reply ________ _ 

For your information--------

For necessary action _______ _ 

For appropriate handling ______ _ 

See below ____ --"."' _____ _ 

Associate Special Counsel · 
to the President 
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Fo1111J,, •"" Ho11or11r1 Cb.n,,,..,. 
AL ICE l'AUL, CONN . 

Ho,.orn1 Cb.,.,,..,. 
ELSl ll H ILL, CONN. 

NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
HEADQUA"TllAS. ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 

144 CONSTITUTION AVENUE. N . E .. WASH INGTON 2 . D . C . 

y;,.cb--
"'"LE MllSTA, II. I. 
l'llAllL M. SAYllll, OKLA . 

MllS. HAllVllY WILllY , O. C. 
ANITA l'OLLlnltll, N. Y. TELEPHONE: LINCOLN • · 1210 

011 , MAllY SINCLAIR CllAW,.0110, CALIP'. 
MAllY C . KENNEDY, IND. 

EllNESTINE •REISCH l'OWllLL. OH IO 
AMELIA HIMES WALKllll, ,.LA. 

MAllY .I. •RANDON, OHIO 

The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President : 

Chllirtn411, EMMA GUFFEY MILLEI, PENNSYLVANIA 

February 5, 1965 

'\ 
.! 

In r eply to your letter of January 26th in which you write: 

·\ 

11t he Commission on the Status of Women reported to us the belief 

that the principle (of equality) is already embodied in the 

Constitution." 

. , .. 
o:: -
.' I 

We· have always believed it (equality for women) is in the 

Constitution, but in the long line of decisi ons by the Supreme Court 

in interpreting the Fourteenth Amendment, the Court has held to the 

. contrary. Hence the necessity for the Equal Rights Amendment • 

With warmest thanks for your good wishes for 1965, and hoping 

tha t they come true since I, too, have recovered from the "flu." 

Fai thfu:L:cy yours, 

~~~.#/£/~. 
(Mt-s.) Jllmna Guftey W.ller 

National Chairman 
National Woman's Party 

TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN AMENDMENT, HOW PENDING 8EFORE CONGRESS 

"Equality of rights under the low shall not h"' denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on o,.~,.,.,nt of sex ." 
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MEMORANDUM ON EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 

Before making its recommendation on the subject of Equal Rights, the 
President's Commission on the Status of Women had the benefit of a very 
carefully prepared brief, written by Miss Pauli Murray who at the time 
w~s a Fellow in the Yale Law School. After studying Supreme Court cases, 
Miss Murray pointed out that "a full discussion of the status of women has 
not been uttered by the Court since 1908." In her opinion, examination of 
other types of cases involving the equal protection clause merited the sub­
mission of a new case presenting a clear issue as to the scope of the 14th 
Amendment in respect to differential treatment based on sex. 

The Commission gave very careful consideration to all aspects of this pro­
posal. It held an open hearing and sought and obtained technical legal 
advice from other experts in the field. In its final recommendation the 
Commission urged interested groups to make a special effort to present 
a case involving this issue to the Court. 

Citizens of the United States live under a constitutional system which permits 
flexibility in interpretation of constitutional principles to meet developing 
needs. All those concerned with the poverty program and the need for a legal 
floor to wages are aware of the fact that the U. S. Supreme Court in 1923 held 
the D. C. minimum wage law unconstitutional (Atkins v. Children's· Hospital 
261 US 523) and that the Court subsequently expressly reversed itself in 
1937 in a decision upholding the Washington State law (West Coast Hotel v. 
Parrish 300 U.S. 379). 

Other more gradual changes in the Court's interpretations of constitutional 
rights also support the desirability of bringing the issue of sex discrimina­
tion under the 14th Amendment to the attention of the Court in a new case. 
For example, after a series of cases involving the constitutional right to 
counsel in State courts under the 14th Amendment the principle was finally 
established in 1963 ·(Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335). 

While looking forward confidently to the possibility of a new court test on the 
issue of sex discrimination, the Administration is continuing to press for 
removal of all types of discriminations through legislati9n. 1963 saw the 
enactment of the Federal Equal Pay Bill which became effective on June 11, 
1964. The Civil Rights Act which in Title VII prohibits all types of discrimi­
nation in employment, includi.ng discrimination based on sex, was enacted in 
1964, to become effec.tive July 1965. 

,,. 
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JAN 2 6 1965 

Dear Mr•. Miller: 

Upon my retul'D from Tex&.8 1 found yov.r leuer on 
the importaat aubject ol tU "Eqaal IUpu Amend• 
ment. " 1 know bow ri&oroa9ly you llaft cbampioaed 
the cause ol equllty of treatmem ol womea and tbe 
u1ree ol •ace••• yoa llave acM•••cl mut. l am •ure, 
be a matt.er of great per•oaal aatl•factloa to you. 
There ue, of c:ou•e, maay people wbo are aolidly 
committed to tJae priaclple daat t.dlviclul• elaoulcl 
not be dlec:rtmtnate4 qalaat Nc&use ol &Mu •ex. 
but feel tlaat afortva•te problem.a mi&M arlH were 
the Eqaal IU.pta Amamneac to lte adopted. ID acldl· 
Uoa.. a• you bow, tlae Commtealoa oa tlae Stam• of 
Women reported to u daa Nlief u.at tM prllM:lple i• 
already embodied lD tbe Coaadmdoa. l bow that 
.Uorta are belaa ma .. to pl'•Ha& a teat caM, ud l 
have ukacl for a prop"e•• nport oa Ud• quadon. 
J appreciate your coatlaaed ~net ha aclvaactaa tbe 
•tam• ol women. 

1 hope tbat thiaa• ue well wUb JO• aa4 &bat JOU wW 
have a healthy, llaPPJ aad productift 1965. 

Mra. Emma Guffey Miller 
National Cbatrman Y-

Jf. Nation•• Woman'• Part, 
lff Conatltmlon Avenue, N. lt. 
Waablngtoa, D. C. 

LBJ/LCW/leb 
:J 

RESfiVE!J 
JAN21 1965 
Cf NTRAL FILES 

--r 

7 

.--'":-CU1'\V~ 
I- · '-" 

µ' lf 3 

tf (., 71 7 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER INTERESTS 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 

January 15, 1965 

To: 

From: Esthe 

I'm sorry this got side-tracked. The 

draft is fine. We added a sentence or so 

to bring in reference to the Commission on 

the Status of Women. 

Attachment 
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DRAFT/LCW /EP/1/15/65 

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller 
National Chairman 
National Woman' s Party 
144 Constitution Avenue, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Miller: 

Upon my return from Texas I found your letter on the important subject 

of the "Equal Rights Amendment. " I know how vigorously you have championed 

the cause of equality of treatment of women and the degree of success you have 

achieved must, I am sure, be a matter of great personal satisfaction to you. 

There are, of course, many people who are solidly committed to the principle 

that individuals should not be discriminated against because of their sex but 

feel that unfortunate problems might arise were the Equal Rights Amendment 

to be adopted. In addition, as you know, the Commission on the Status of 

Women reported to us tlE belief that the principl e is already embodied in the 

Constitution. I know that efforts are being made to present a test case and I 

ilave asked for a progress report on this question. I appreciate your continued 

interest in advancing the status of women. 

I hope that things are well with you and that you will have a healthy, 

happy and productive 1965. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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January 4. 1965 

To: Mrs. Esther Peterson 

From: Lee C . White 

I have tried to be as understanding 
and as noncommittal as possible. 
You may have some additional 
suggestions. 

---------~--

LCW draft of ltr to be sent from the President to Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, 
Chairman, Woman' s National Party, 144 Constitution Avenue NE, Wash., D. C . 
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DRAFT/LCW/l/4/65 

Dear Mra. MWer: 

Upon my return from Texaa I found · you1' letter on the important 

subject ol the " Equal Rights Amendment. " I know how vlgoraaaly 

you have championed the cause of equality of treatment of women and 

the degree of aucceas you have achieved muat, I am sure, be a matter 

of peraonal sattafac:tloa to you. I know that there are many people 

who are solidly committed to the principle that individuals should 

n ot be discriminated against becau.ae of their aex but leel that 

unfortunate problem• might arl•• wM:k were the equal rights amendment 

to be adopted. In any event, I have aeked for a review of the question 

and I cao. assure you that your own •trong lntereat· and the polnta you 

have made resarding the propoa&l will bo fully taken into account. 

1 hope that thing• are well with you and that you will have a 

healthy, happy and prod.ucUve l 965. 

M rs. Emma Guffey Miller 
National Chairman 
National Woman's Party 
144 Constitution Avenue, N. E. 
Washington. D. C. 

Sincerely. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 29, 1964 

MEMORANDUM 

FOR: LEE WHITE 

It is necessary for me to evidence more than the 
usual restraint, but I will do so in the interest of 
unity and concord. I think you know the general 
situation concerning Mrs. Miller. Personally, 
I would be as non- committal as possible on this 
one although I think this is a situation where you 
can1t win for losing . My suggestion is that you 
check this out with Mrs. Peterson and come 
through with a strong, unequivocal 111 w ill think 
about it." 

George E . Reedy 
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THE WHITE H OUSE 

W AeHINOTON 

Dec. 24, 1964 

To: George Reedy 

Frm: Lee White 

George, old friend, I hate to do this 
to you but the attached note suggests 
that you may have some information 
that is not available to me. If you 
have, I would be delighted to be 
informed. If not, you may wish to 
make a suggestion as to how this 
letter could be handled. I would hope 

., ...... 

·•' 
that you would evidence your usual 
restraint and refrain from any obscene f 
recommendations. J 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. ' . 
: ·t • . • 

. ' .. '· 

" I 

. , 
.• t 

" . 

'· 

. . 
l • 

.· 
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NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY ,}- Y•"'h•irm•" 
HEADQUARTERS. ALVA B ELMONT H OUSE f fl ' . l'lllLE MUTA , R. I. 

ELSI E HILL. CONN. 
144 C O NSTITUTIO N A V ENUE. N . E .. WASHINGTON 2 . 0 . C . ~:~~':..:v =~:~~l ~~'i.A..:wFORO. CALIF 

MRS. H ARVEY WILl:Y . O. C . 
ANITA POLLIT2E:R, N . Y . 

TELEPHONE:: LINCOLN 6 - 1210 MAllY C . KENNEDY. I ND. 
MARY .J . BllANDON, OHIO 

/ 
ERNESTINE B RE ISCH POWELL. OHIO 
AMELIA HI MES W A L KER. FLA. Cht1irmt1n, EMMA GUFFEY MILLER, PENNSYLVANIA 

I The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

December J4 , 1964 

While I realize you must ask others to reply to moat of your 

\\
correspondence, I wish you would not give Mrs. Esther Peterson the 
privilege of answering letters sent to you regarding the F.qual Rights 
for Men and Women Amendment . 

Some of her replies have been sent to me for comment and verification. 
I regret to say that Mrs. Peterson's letters are strongly slanted against 
the F.qual Rights Amencbnent and appear to commit you and the Democratic 
Acbninistration to delaying tactics on the Amendment, if not to her own 
personal position of active opposition. 

Her statements are also extremely inconsistent. For example, her 
rep:cy: on November 25, 1964 to a letter .fran Miss Elsie Hill states that 
a 11major developnent of the past year in the legal rights. of wanen is 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964" which "prohibits discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin by employers, 
labor unions, and employment agencies. 11 This is puzzling to us in view 
of Mrs. Peterson's strong statement opposing the inclusion of this word 
"sex" in Title VII when the measure was up for a vote in the House of 
Representatives. {See Congressional Record Febniary 8,1964, page 2485. ) 

In a letter to Miss Mary Kennedy, November 10, 1964, with regard to 
the Amendment, Mrs. Peterson quoted the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 
as bearing on the subject. This Act, of course, baa to do only with your 
wonderful drive against poverty; equality of rights for wanen is not 
mentioned in the Act. 

I am enclosing a copy of President Eisenhower 1 s Message to Congress in 
1957 regarding the Equal Rights Amendment, .but I lalow you can make a stronger 
statement. 

Hoping that Mrs. Peterson will not send out any further replies in your 
name on the Equal Rights Amendment, and earnestly trusting that you will make 
the .Amendment an Administration measure in the coming Congress. 

//la'~ 
(Mrs.) Emma Guffey Miller 

National Ch~; 
TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN AMENDMENT, NOW P°lNb~~FORE CONGRESS 

"Equolity of rights under the law sha ll not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex." 
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' PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF nm . ..,.. ' . ,, 

WASHINGTON, WEDNESPAY, JANUARY ·16, 1957 . / 

... 
• . . ' j . I 

. MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

. · A message in writing from the Presi­
. · dent of the United Sta.tes was cominuni-

cated to the House by ?-11r. Miller, one of 
his secretaries. 

* * * • • • a..: ' 
' ; .t I 
. . \ . THE. FEDERAL BUDGET FOR THE 

, }., .; FISCAL . YEAR 1958-MESSAGE . 
. FROM THE PRESIDENT OF . THE 

' UNtTED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 16) " .. ~ . . . 
. The SPEAKER laid before the House 

1 ·the following message from the President 
of the United States which was read and, 
togetµer with the accompanying papers, 
1·ef erred to the Committee on Appro .. 

, ~riations, and ordered to be printed: 

... ,. .... ~ ... . . 
To the Congress of the United State$: 

". ; f .. -.; • 

. "' "' . • LEGISLATIVE PBOGRAK ,. ·. · '\ ., 
• ~ , J ... · ~ · 

, This year I discussed obly"a few of the · ; 
.1 administration's . legislative .rrecommen· · 

• I •datiorls in the state Of the Union mes:. 
sage. · Therefore, this part' of the budget ' · ..... ci'"'"·"" 

" · · message is . devoted ' to ·a \discussion ;f?t 
· other maj.or proposals for legislation on 
'which r recommend that: ,the· Congr,ess 
take action during the present ses81o~ 
The' legislative program is one·Oll whlch 
the Cong1·ess and the executive agencies 
should ·be atile ' to ' work' ,together SUC· 

full . • ' " ·t"· . ' cess Y. '...t' ·· ,· •. ~ · ~t. • ... ... ... \ ' . ' ' . ~ 

Th~ plattorms-_ot ~th .. m.aJo~ p~rttes 
have advocated an amendment of the 
c .onstitutton to. insure equal rightS ,.tor 
women. I believe that the Congress 
should make certain that women~ are not · 
denied equal r~ghts with 'men. ' 
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COPY OF LErTER FRCM JES. ESI'HER Pml'ERSON 

U.S. Department of Labor 
Offi~e of the Assistant Secretary 

Washington 

t• • • 

November 25, 1964 

Jliss Elsa M. Hill 
14 Woodlawn Avenue 
South Norwalk, Connecticut 

Dear Miss Hill: 

The President has asked me to reply to your most interest­
ting telegram of November 9, asking his support for the F.qual 
Rights Amendment. The men and women of t.hi.s nation are greatly 
indebted to women like you and Emma Guffey Miller who led the 
fight ~or women 1 s rights in spite of jail and ridicule. 

·President Johnson's record makes clear his deep convictions 
about equality of rights under the law and his special ooncern 
that the government make use of the full abilities of women. His 
search for highly qualified ~omen for appointment to responsible 
Feder~l positions has been widely publicized. Of the 24 top 
women in the executive branch, 15 have been appointed since 
January 1, 1964 (list enclosed). Further details of appointments 
during this period are on Page 1 of the enclosed Progress Report on 
the Status of Women. 

A major developnent of the past year in the legal rights of 
women is Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This title 
prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 
er national origin by employers, labor unions, and employment 
agencies. The Act applies toall p.hases of employment in industries 
affeetiong interstate or foreign commerce . Enforcement of the non­
discrimination requirements for employers and unions becomes 
effective July 2, 1965, f or those with 100 or more workers; coverage 
will be extended each year until July 21 1968, when employers and 
unions with 25 or more workers will be covered. Enforcement for 
all employment agencies becomes effective July 2, 1965. 

President Johnson's concern with the problem of assuring 
equality of rights under the law to all citizens was ev:.dent also 
when he was Senator and Vice President. You are probably aware 
ot his efforts as a Senator to secure the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1957. Although this legislation is remembered 
primaril:y as the first national legislation in the 20th century 
concerned with civil rights fC!I' our Negro citizens, it also 
significantly advanced the cause of women 1 s civil rights. By 
deleting a previous requiremant that citiz-ens had to be qualified 
under the respective State jury service law in order. to serve on a 
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Federal jury, this act qualified women to serve on Federal j uries 
in States which prohibited women .from serving on State juri es and 
permits women to serve on Federal juries on the same basis as men 
in all States . 

Likewise, he workod closely with the late President in his 
establishment of the President's Commission on the Status of Women 
and shar ed his satisfaction when, through the efforts of that 
Commission, there was a reinterpr etation by the Attorney General 
of a statute whcih had been held to permit Federal appointing 
officers to limit appointments in the Feder al civil service to 
"male only" or "female only." The new interpretation permits 
such matters to be regulated by the President. 

Again, he shared the satisfaction of the late President 
when the Equal Pay Bill was enacted in June 1963, amending the 
Federal Fair Labor Standards Act t o provide equal remuneration for 
equal work. 

The President ' s Commission on the Status of Women gave 
car eful consideration to various proposed methods of achieving 
equality of rights under the law for all per sons , men or women, 
including the proposed Equal Rights Amendment. It held an open 
hear ing and sought and obtained technical legal advice from exper ts 
in the field, including Mrs. Miller. It was the Commission' s 
thoughtful conclusion that "the u. s. Constitution now embodies 
equality of rights for men and women" and that "a Constitutional 
amendment need not now be sought in order to establish this 
principle." The Commission urged interested groups to give high 
pr i or ity to bringing under court review cases involving laws and 
official practices which discriminate against women. The 
President is deeply impr essed by the Commission's concl usion and 
bel ieves that this approach should be explored before considering 
a new constitutional amendment on this subject . 

We appreciate your expression of interest in this important 
question and I can assure you that in the future, as in the past, 
we shall be alert to opportunities to remove r emaining legal dis­
cr iminations against women. 

Sincerely, 

S/ Esther Peterson 

Esther Peterson 
Executive Vice Chairman 

Interdepartmental Committee on 
the Statu~ of Women 
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELFARE 

WASH I NGTON 

February 19, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE JACK VALENTI 

We have determined that, with one possible exception, all of the 
hospitals named in the NAACP complaint of February 11, 1965, have 
received and are receiving Federal funds from our Department. 

All of the hospitals involved have been built in whole or in part with 
Hill-Burton monies. While we lack authority to do anything about 
expenditures made prior to the passage of the Civil Right s Act of 
1964, five of the hospitals have Hill-Burton applications in process 
at the present time. In three instances, constr uction is underway. 
In two, the construction has not yet begun. 

All of the hospitals are receiving monies from our Department through 
vendor payments for patient care under State adminis t ered grant-in­
aid welfare programs . 

Two of the hospitals are currently receiving research grants from PHS 
and NIH. 

Two of the hospitals involved have obtained surplus property within 
the last month- - since the Title VI regulations became effective on 
January 3, 1965. 

Eight of the hospitals named in the complaint have executed the Depart­
ment's standard assurance (Form 441) asserting that they would comply 
with all of the nondiscriminatory requirements of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act. 

In summary, on the basis of our preliminary investigation there is 
prima facie evidence that all but one of the hospitals named in the complaint 
are currently receiving Federal assistance in one or more forms from 
our Department. Under our Title VI regulations these hospitals are 
requir ed to administer their programs which are Federally assisted on 
a non- discriminatory basis. 
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We have requested the NAACP to furnish us with any additional informa­
tion they may have which woul d indicate the kind or kinds of discrimination 
which it alleged is occuring in these hospitals. The NAACP agreed to 
submit all of the backup material they have. This will be reviewed and 
investigators will then visit each of the hospitals to make on site inspections 
and interviews to determine the exact factual situation. 

/ 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

\\ASHINCTON 

February 16, 1965 

/ 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE ANTHr CELEBREZZE 

/ 

The President would like a report of the ne spaper reports 

on discrimination in hospitals. 

Jack Valenti 



February ·2Z, 1965 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The P.rea lct.nt wa• delighted wlth 
your prompt and comprehenaive report 
that you aent me on February 19. He 
la very vateful to you. 

Sincerely. 

Jack Valenti 
Special Asebtant to the Preaident 

Honorable Anthony J. Celebrezze 
Se cretary of H~ltb, Eduution and 

r elfar.e 
a1hlngton, D . C. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

r r;.1 s-J-1 ~ 
; -c;, 11- I 

--1::1. lJ :l 
February 10, 19 

Ill~ C&M\<l~l 
~~ Mr. Clifford Alexander 

This looks all right to me, but Sam 
Hughes suggests that there may be 
a few unnecessary inflammatory 
remarks in a document that would be 
sent to the Congress. 

I would appreciate your going through 
it to see if you share his view. If so, 
you might want to suggest some modi­
fications. 

Lee C. White 

I 
CRS interim report to Congress 

I 

Returned to Calvin Kytle 2/ 12/65 

?'ot. . 1• .• :.;lao sen,, .. ? ~I . . J. ( 
Centre,) •. . , ns ~ :-· ~-' f_(/f { (oj 

• 

::SI DENT 

4, 1965 

of the proposed 

oe. 

Hughes 
irector for 
ve F.ef erenoe 
l 

\ 



L 

l\fEi\£0R A NDlJM 

EXECUTNE 

HU .2.. 

TH E WHITE HO USE 

WASHl :-.ICTON 

I\. I 1.-; /1J.J}ll17 A) /_ • 

~o 1¢.:2 Jo/CIJ/JA.J 

F eb rua ry 9 , 1965 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

1. Martin Luther King will be seeing Humphrey this aft ernoon . 

Would it be possible for King to come across the str eet and 

see you briefly at 4: 00 p . m.? Lee' White will have some 

points and sees the press. 

2 . Bundy wants ve ry much to bring in the Jor dan g r oup at 4: 30 

for final decis7king. 

Yes No ------

Jack Valent i 
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CIVIL RIGHTS 

Eit~.JTi'1£ 
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In view of the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, there 
is no apparent reason or need to advance an Administration Civil 
Rights Legislative Program in 1965. A tremendous job of diges ­
tion faces the Executive Branch. Although no new program is 
offered Congress, there should, of courlie, bu rcioronco to t.he 
Administration' s aims and plans for implementing the Act in the 
Inaugural and the State of the Union addresses. 

It can be expected that in the coming months errors, omissions, 
and refinements in the Act may present themsel ves, and thus the 
question of civil rights legislation could well be considered at the 
end of next year. 

Among the items that have already been suggested as worthy of 
consideration are: 

l. Voting -- The voting title is regarded by some as in­
adequate. It has been proposed that legislation should authorize 
the appointment of Federal voting registrars (the specific sug ­
ges tion of using U. S. Postrnasters has also been made). Some 
pending court cases brought by the Justice Department may, if 
we secure the right decisions, minimize the need for a new ap­
proa ch. In any event, this should be followed carefully through 
1965, and any changes considered for proposal in time for the 
1966 elections . 

2 . Grants to Local Communities to Assist Bi- racial Com ­
missions -- Governor Collins is exploring the idea of a grant 
prog ram to encourage local communities to move into the area of 
legitimate and effective bi- racial commissions. Many questions 
are raised by the suggestion, and Governor Collins i s exploring 
them now. 

3 . Elimination of Poll Tax in State Elections - - The sug­
gestion of a Constitutional Amendment to extend the anti - poll tax 
provision to state elections has been offered. Obviousl y , this 
presents problems . 



February 5, 1965 

Dear Mr. Vico Preeident: 

I have read with interest your report on tha 
p1·oblema involved in coordinating tho many nnd diverse 
civil rights activities prescnUy being undertaken by the 
departments nnd agencies 0£ the Federal Government. 
You have summarized the si~tion clo~rly and succinctly, 
and 1 hopo you will continue to play a key role in working 
with thoGo dcpartinent and a acncy hoado involved in civil 
rights prog rarno to the end that their a.ctivitico will be 
consistent and productive. 

1 believe your r ecommenclntion that thero boa 
comparatively simple coordinating m echanism without clab· 
orate e taf.£ and organization is wise, and l have today aignod 
tho Executive Q.i·der cre~ting tho Council on Equal Oppor• 
tunity wbicb you recommended. 'Iho direct pe1·oonal con­
tact with r eoponolble government of!iccro which tho Council 
will provic.!o should prove a moat eflectivo meane of in­
suring cooperation. coordination and harmonious working 
relationoWps. 1 will, of courGe, expect to be kept fully 
informed of all activities in thio area. 

As we gain adtlitionnl exporicnco in imploment• 
ing tho Civil Rights Ac:t of 1964 and tho othe r r elated pro­
gra.me, I truat that you will make Gu.ch ou3gcstiono and 
recommondationa for chanseo and in11>1·ovoments .iis occur 
to you. 1 a.greo that it will be h elp!ul to you and to othcro 
workina in those fields to conUnuo to con &ult with oihor 
intcrestod groupD and private indivld~a. The eon!crcnces 
of various govern.men~ and priva te organizations which 
you propose to convene from time to tim e can b<9 a. conotruc• 
tivc forco in promoting our national uoalo of equal treat­
ment and oq\.Mll opportunity for all Americans. 

. . 

Thero is no r emaining que otion about the 
determination of tho Americtui pooplo to oltmiruite tho 
injuatice and tho waate of human reoourcce tha" hllve 

rr:·cE':. r: • ... 
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WA S HINGTON 

January 29, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS 
OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENClES 
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Once again this year it is my privilege to serve as Honorary 
Chairman of Brotherhood Week. 

Brotherhood Week is, as you know, observed during the week 
of George Washington's birthday, s ince it was the Father of Our 
Country who set forth the principle which guides us still, " To bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assistance. 11 

In the period February 21 through February 28, it is my hope 
that all associated with the Federal Government will make special 
effort to give Brotherhood Week 1965 added meaning in their· offices, 
communities, neighborhoods and homes . The greater u.nity of our 
diverse society is a goal toward which we, particularly, should labor 
and lead without ceasing. 

Strong differences among our people have made our democracy 
dynamic . But when disagreement degenerates into discrimination, when 
firm conviction corrodes into bigotry, when healthy differences become 
the basis for sick divisions , America's strength is sapped and our cause 
is crippled. 

The Honorable W. Willard Wirtz, Secretary of Labor is serving 
as Government Chairman for Brothe rhood Week 1965. Secretary Wirtz 
and the offices of th~ational Conference of Christians and Jews through-
out the country will welcome the opportunity to assist you and your employees 
in planning for the meaningful observance of this important week this year. 

I hope that each Department and Ag.ency will, in its own way, 
undertake during this week to emphasize the need for all citizens to work 
throughout 1965 toward the fuller realization of a decent society, respectful 
of differences of ethnic background, race and relig~on and responsive to 
the goal of equal opportunity f6r every citizen. 

\. -
\ 1, 

. 
\. . 
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Don?' Mr. Chairman: .• ft-mr. .- /L, x~0-1/.fV 
l"'ollcrwing my fl.rot Adch-01• to the Consrcoa o yetlr ilQO• I 
wroto to Chairr4an ~.!ncy of the Civil So~vlce Com.rnlt•ion 
a.bout tho rolo of tho .Fedorol Executive Bo11rdo in rnootin3 
the ch:Ulcneoa of 196~. I should like to uoo m.y roccnt 
5t~.to of the Union message to tho Congroaa o.a tho occaoion 

· for anothor oue1h lottor. 

We &\re on the threobold of attaining tho Amodcan drcnm • • 
tbe good life for all citizens . The muaclo C..""ld imagination 
0£ tho men and women in tho Fcd()r~ work fc~co ia needed 
to m.ako tbia dream ~ reality. E~ch cmployeo must aeo 
frueality and economy of opo.r~tion as his porconal reGpon• 
aibi.t.ity. Each em.ployoe must hold civil righto, th~ war 
n3ainot poverty, c.nd dovelo:>mont of our youth oo a parson.:il 
commitrnont. 

I am calling on each mcmboi- of th& Fodera! .Exocutivo Bo~rtl 

to peroonolly carry this mcsoa.go to tho activity oct:uated to 
llio cnre. Tho Federal oxocutivcs muet ohow thG way in ou~ 
united compaign again:Jt wa1to o.nd incffic:loncy. Fc<leiral 
ol:ecutivos must coordinate their eiEorts to :-.void duplic~tfon 
and achieve unity of purpoeo in implemon".:ing tho program~ 

called !or by tho GJ"oat Societ-1. 

Chairman ~.!acy; hao informed me both orally and in writing 
of tho accomplishmonts o! the l ;-cde ral EJ.:..,cutivo .Boardo. 
Of thcae, I o.m pleased. Th>J do1nani.1s of th~ !uture nro 
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This letter is in reply to yours of December 31, 1964 , in which you urge 
two changes in our regulation under title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 . 

During the preparation of the regulation the points which you raise were 
carefully cons idered, both within this Department and in our discussions 
with other agencies of the Executive Branch . The conclusion was r eached 
that the regulation , in the form in which it has been issued , will bring 
an end to discriminatory practices as rapidly as is possible under the 
ter ms laid down by Congress . 

Fir st, with respect to the continuing State programs , let me assure you 
that the regulation contemplates no greater delay than is implicit in the 
statutor y requirement of effort to secure voluntary compliance . In the 
ongoing State programs which we support , Congress clearly intended that 
the State agenc i es be afforded a reasonable opportunity to correct 
discriminatory prac tices before the institution by us of proceedings to 
withhold Federal financial assistance . In these programs the immediate 
recipient of Federal grants (a State agency) is pr imarily responsible for 
achieving compliance on the part of subrecipients and contracting 
institutions-- agencies and institutions over which the State agency may 
have only limited control. To require the State agency to achieve 
compliance " f orthwith" by all such participan t s in these programs would 
not compor t with either the letter or the spirit of title VI of the Act, 
Our genera l requirement is that the States must act as rapidly as the 
administr ative mechanisms of their ramified programs can be made to respond . 
You can be assur ed that any delay beyond the administrative necessities 
will be an exception requiring strong justification . 

Public elementary and secondary schools , as you recognize, present a some­
what different problem . I believe that we can do much to speed up the 
process of desegregation, but I do not believe that we can force an 
immediate and complete change of pattern in Federally- aided schools that 
are still segregated in situations where the Federal courts would allow 
some period for the adjustments to be made . During the debate on what 
became title VI, its proponents stated tha t it would not be used in con­
flict with desegregation plans approved by the courts . This argument was 
advanced as ground for r e jection of a proposed amendment which was 
subsequently voted down . 

In any case, however, it appears to us that progress will be more rapid if 
the Administration and the courts work together than if they work at cross 
purposes . The Attorney General is now authorized by title IX to int er vene 
in any private school desegr ega tion suit to seek desegregation or to 
modify a desegregation or der already issued . He has already shown that he 

,,,,. ~ ... ...... 
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will use the authority of title IX when it is necessary to do so . I 
believe that the judicial system, with this added prompting, will afford 
appropriate correction of any undue delay which may have been sanctioned 
in the past. 

It is our best judgment, as I have said, that the regulation in its present 
form will accomplish our common purpose with as little delay as possible . 
I can assure you , however , that we will be constantly reappraising the 
situation, and that if this judgment should prove to be mistaken we will 
be prepared to take appropriate further action . 

Sincerely, 



To: 

mc1eetrrn,._ ~ 
.t.,;.t( ;J.-
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON 

January 15, 1965 

The President 
The White Bouse 

Onille L. Freeman 
Secretary of Agriculture 

Sub3ect: Civil Rights cazmtsa1on Report 

1. There vill be re1•sed v1th1n a .:>nth a C1Yil Rigb.ts Comm1os1on 
Report which is highly critical ot the Dei8rlment ot Agriculture . 
It is particularly critica1 ~ our record in the Southern. States 
where alternative emplo~t i's limited, there 1B little turn­
over, and where Civil Service regulati ons strict ly 11m1t our dis­
cretion . Real integration comes slovl.8 there, too . The Extension 
Service is & spec1al. target . Extension programs a.re financed b;y 
a •tching tunds t'ormla and are adlainistered under 1oca1 direction. 
It is dif'tieult to move them although ve are begjnn1ng to mke 
signU'icant gains . 

2. !l!le Report aclmovl.ed&cs strong efforts and can&iderable progress 
by the U.S.D.A.. onet.neleso the statistical. data -.roba1ed in the 
Report can &Dd I am sure will be used to ms.ke the Depa.rtllent look 
very bad. 

3. We do not propose to aake any excuses. We vill attempt to benefit 
from the criticism and use it to acce1erate our Civ1.l Rigb.ts Progra:a. 

4. In l.igbt of the critical nature of the Beport and anticipated vide-
sprea.d critici sm it is Judgment 1t voul.d be timel.J to take scae 
steps 1n the next 111.)ntlls t.tlat will comaand attention, mit igate 
criticism b7 anticipating it , and accelerate our progress toward the 
humnita.rian, democratic goals el.oquently set forth b7 the Pre.sident 
and mde the law of tne land in the C1 v11 Rigtlts Act . 

5 • Key appointments whic.b vill get widesprca.d attention and set an 
exam,ple tor tbe entire Department arc those ~ the ASCS State Com­
mittees . These appointments are ade b7 tb.e Secreter)". Tradit1on­
allJ' they are ma.de after consultation rlth members of' the COngresa -­
particularly Senators . In the past , Congress bas virtual.17 mde tlle 
appointamts • Gradual.ly, vi th acme f'u.ss but 1n the min a.micabl;y, 
I bave been able to restore to tbe Secretary his respons1billt7 and 
prerogative to Dllte these appointments , subject to cansul.tation, rather 
tl:an in effect accepting Congress1om1 dictate . 

http:arsnal.ed
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2--The President 

I would now recommend that I nake an announcement prior to the 
release of the Commiaaion Report that durins the year 1965 there 
will be Negroes appointed to the state Committee in every state 
in the Nation where there a.re Negro farmers . 

Currently there j.a a. vacancy in Arkansas, Al.aballa, Georgia, Icuisiana, 
and will be one soon in Kentucq. There will be other '\l'acancies. 
All appo1nt111ents mu.at be renewed next December . 

The.re my be viol.ont reaction to this in the Congreos and throughout 
the South . These appointments are a bellwether within the Department • 
They will serve notice as nothing else I have been able to do that 
we will continue to act as well ae talk. 

6 . I am also considering the appointment of' an Advisory Cammi ttee 
incl~ding some top national CiVil Rights leaders . Such a Committee 
can help us meet your a s signed goals internally and also verify to 
the outside actiontS taken and progress made. 

I will call you about tb.ie next veek. 

' 
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\ 1 1.1ld you plcaoe get 0 1. '1is fa c.. t . 
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:Ln.."'lOU:lC cm ... n t . \'.' e '\"Ji ch to a void any 
~~".)ca::: . cc ! a quota syctom. I would 
~ccommcnd fr~t Freeman should zay 
io rcspon:;c to q l..c::;tions from reportoro 
tr.at he. ir.tcndo to ~-e t !.. t Negroes are 
r ... p:csc~t d on State Committees. 

A~ .. -chmcnt 
Memo dated 1-15 - 6!> to President 
from Sec . Freeman r e Civil Rights Commission Report 
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J&Auary 12. 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Jamee M. Cuialey 
A.aiatant Secretary 
Department of Health. EducatiOA. 

and Welfare 

SUBJECT: Reaponae to Leaderabip CoDference 

1 wonder i1 you could give me a little re• 
port cm how you are coml.Q& ill preparina 
a reply to the Leaderahip Conference 
complaint about Title VI regulation.. 

Lee C. hit• 
Aaaoci&te Special Cowuel 
to the Preaident 
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.January 6. 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. N. Tbomp•on Powers 
Department of Labor 

I have your memo enclosing a copy of 
the letter to Secretary Wirtz from Arnold 
Aronaon of. the LeadeHhip Conference. 
l have aaked Jim Quigley for HEW 'e reactioa 
and vlewa and believe it would 'be cle•irable 
if all agenclea withheld an an.awer until 
HEW'• ha.a been framed. Jn a converaation 
with Pete Liba•ai the other day, he tndlcated 
be would }>&8• this wor d on to tbe other 
agencies. 

Lee C. White 
A•aociate Special Counsel 
to the President 



T HE WHITE H OU SE 

WASHINGTON 

January 6 , 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR: LEE C. WHITE 

SUBJECT: Memorandum from N . Thompson Powers dated 
December 31, 1964 

Perhaps we should suggest that the Depar tment of Labor 
carefully consider the objections raised by the Leadership Con­
ference re Title VI. regulations. Then, for their own benefit, 
they might wish to prepare a brief summary of their reasons for 
putting the regulat ions in their present form . 

1£ you feel that Secretary Wirtz should respond to Arnold 
Aronson1 s letter, the following might be a possible draft: 

"Dear Mr. Aronson: 

"Thank you for your letter of December 31, 1964, and 
the attached petition concerning regulations under Title VI. 
of the Civil Rights Law. 

"As you know, the Department of Labor and other Govern­
ment agencies exercised great care in drafting the present 
regulations. It is our objective in the Department to unequivocally 
support the intention of the Congress in our application of Title 
VI. of the Civil Rights Law. Our personnel will be conscientious 
in their efforts to this end. We will, however, carefully con­
sider the objections which you have raised, and, if our experi­
ence proves that changes should be made in the best interests 
of enforcement of this legislation, we will recommend said 
changes to the President. 

"Thank you again for your interest in this matter . 

Sincerely, -- .... ., 

W . W. W, 11 

Cliff~. Alexander, Jr . 

.. __ 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 3 I 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO LEE WHITE 

Secr etary Wirtz received the attached letter from the Leadership 
Conference on Civil Rights. I assume other agencies issuing 
Title VI re gulations received similar letters. We would appre­
ciate your advice concerning a reply. 

?t.~~ 
N. Thomps on Powers 

Attachment 

[1 of 4]
­
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Deceaber 31, 1964 

The Honorable W, Willard ·w1rtc 
Secr etary o( Lnbor 
u. s. Department of Labor 
14th and Coqatitu~iOf' Avenue, M.W. 
Waahington, D, c. 

Dear Hr. Wirtz : 

·. 

I ' 

~ . . , , 

. . . 
· .... 

The regµlations that the Labor DepartMnt and other 
government agencies have isaued under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 have arouaed auch concern on the part of 
many of us in the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. 

Our chief objection iR that the regulations aay l end 
themselves to unconscionable delaya in granting the rights 
gwiranteed by the Act. We feel they .ay per.it court order• to 

' · 

be uaed as an occasion for delay or even aubterf uge. They aiay 
alao permit govern~ent official• to delay in obtaiping coepllance . 
in a 11&nner that can nullify the intent of Congreaa. 

It is our conclusion that Congre•• aeant tbeae right• 
t o be granted forthwith. We therefore petition your agency to 
review our objection• and conaider Jllllking t~ aaend•enta in HEW 
regulati ons that we augaeat, .. 

While we have not had ti .. to· circulate this petition 
aaong a ll of the 87 national organization• that participate in the 
J~adership Conference, our objection• were conaidered at a regular 
meeting of the Waahington repreaentativea of cooperating organi&&• 
tions and drew uqani~ou~ andor1 ... nt. 

Encloaure 
tl 

j . 
r• 

: . 
·I i· .• • 
' 4 

• i 

Sincerely your•• 

Arnold Aron•on 
Secretary 

, . 
~ '. 
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l.e; Qbtectl099 to Title VJ Reaulttlont . 

We , c onpera tina oraanisationa in the Leaderahip Conference on Civi l 
Rights, wieh to note our objecti on• to and pe tition 8118nd .. nt of, certa in 
provislons of t he regul• ttons issued by the Departaent of Health, lducation 
anti W~ lfare under Ti~le VI of the Civil Ri1ht1 Act of 1964. The•• regulation& 
"PP'~ ued t. n Part U of t he Federal Regist er of Dece•b•r 4, 1964 , p. 16298 et. 
s~q. This petit i on t a subtlitted pursuant to 5 u.s .c. 1003 (d) . 

Our ch ief concern ia that the r egulations countenance de l ay i n the 
extensi on of rights clearly granted under Section 601 of the Act . We 
bei i eve tna t such de lay ha• no l egal bas i s in the Act or in the Conetitution. 

Over t en year1 ago the Supre•e Court in the lrowo decision ruled t hat 
a~gr~gation in public educa tion waa unconstitutional. In aubsequent decision 
it has extended this pri nciple to i nclude a ll public f acilities. At the time 
the: Court 1o1as ask~d to require de-egrega tion "forthwith" in accordance Wi th 
rh•! long A!itAblt ehed preced11nt that cons titution41 rights are per • onal a nd 
l n11n~dtate . In thn e1'erche of tte equlty jurisdiction, however , the Cour t . 
ttl l owed l ower FP.d ~t"a l cour tl!I, in i•P.leMnting its decision to proceed ''with all 
.1d lh1•ut e spodd, 11 l t should be noted tha t thU fon1Ula was not a conatitutional 
atandard 1 hut rother a rule of court ad•inistra tion applicable to the exercise 
of e4uitabl e jurisdict i on. 

After soo1~ ~ight year • of coemiunlty ob1truction and delay, the Court 
~de this prtnc~p l e c ryRtal c le4r i n Watson v1 , Hel!pbi • <1963), eayi ng• ••fbe 
bttsk ~uanntees of our Con1titution are warrant• fpr . the here and now , l.lnd 
unless there 11:1 an overwhe lai n1lY compelling reason, they are to be proaipt ly 
r11 lt il led ' " 

Th~ def tAncc of stat e and local a uthorities , the wide-spread re ( u•al 
Lu vulunta r ily dosegr egatP , Rnd the threa t of physical and economic hurS. have 
to a l arge degr Ern f rustrated compliance ' 'with all deliberate. speed. 11 Because 
of th i s more effective ~eans of s ftcurlng coapliance were s ouaht. One of tbeae 
means st:lec: ted by Cong ress was Title VI of the Ci vil Right'• Act. The legis lative 
hiatu~y of the Act leaves no doubt that one of the principal objective• of 
Congress was to speed up the school de•egregation proce1s, 

The draft rogulations ia~ued by! y<JU¥ depa rtllt8nt would i•pede th~ ac ­
~oai~llshment of t hia Cnngreas lonal ipt~nt . Sec tion 80,4 <c) prevent• ' t he 
DepArtnienl frOfll tB~lng 4ny nc tion u~er Title Vl where there t a an out s t4nding 
cou rt ,,.-d ~ r i nvolv l nR $Chool deaegrea8tian. This opens up the pouibi l i ty thnt 
t he .: t.:1 n.i.1r~s oC so.epno U ke Judge Hllrol&J !. Cox. notorloua foT h1'1 obstructlonu t 
t act 1. ~ l n civil r iRhts caae1 , V11l b~ eub1~ituted for tboae of Congress and 
e ven thal •ta tti and loca l o ff ici~l• could subject thelaaelve1 to cour t orqer1 to 
avoid compliance w~ th Tttle Vl , ~ " .: 

,/ .. 
·'· .. '. 
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In e lementary ~nd secondary 1chool attuation1 wher~ no court order ia 
involved, the regul~tlons allow an agency off~cer to approve a desegrAgat ion plan 
in accordt\ncc with tha "all deliberate lpeed" fon1Ulo. Thia, too, "'ould allow 
Je lay i n granting rtghta that the statute rocognizea unequivocally. 

I f Section 80.4 (Q) i1 interpreted to allow similar delay, it would 
be subj t?.c t to the sa•e criticil• a1 80.4 <c:>. It abould be further pointed 
out Lhat court• that. have •llowed delay in deaeareaation of public echoola 
have not tolerated it i~. other public faclliti••· Thu• the Depart•ent -could 
bP. per~ttt4ns a desegrea~tion proc:e11 that would be even 1lower than that 
tolera ted by the Courtl in caae~ not involving 1choola. 

In ot'der tha t the intent of Congre'a be carried out., we •uggeat the 
deletion of Section 80.4 (c) fraa the reaulattona and additio,l ,of the wo~d 
"forthwith" at the end ·of Section 80.4 (b) • , ~ ,. . .. 
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F6 /OS-

' r. c:. / ?" 5" 
January 4 , 1965 F G .7-b O 

THE PRESIDErT 

Lee C. White~ 

?G/~S- ~ 
. .c~ ;7/ 
r & .z.. :? .s 
rG / / -b 
F 6 // - /fr 
FG/;·5 
r~//­
F ~ t >?. • • ¢. 

Attached are the regulations of eight additional ag0"ncie'i im-
plementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. They are approved 
by the heads of the agencies and have been carefully reviewed by 
an informal committee containing representatives of Justice, 
Budg et Bureau and Civil Rights C ommission. 

There was no announcement when the second batch of regulations 
were published in the Federal Register on December 31, and I 
a ssume there is no reason for a White House announcement re ­
garding the issuance of these regulations . When you have approved 
the attached regulations , I propose that they be published in the 
Fede r a l Register issue of January 9 since there is likely to be 
l ess newspaper attention to a Saturday publication. 

The first major criticism of the regulations has been received 
from the Leadership Conferenc e that worked on the passage of the 
bill. They take issue with that portion of HEW 1s regulations which 
p rovide that, insofar as schools are concerned, there would be no 
withholding of funds so long as there is either a final court order 
fix ing a desegregation plan or the Commissioner of Education has 
approved a desegregation program. The Leadership Conference 
contends that Congress meant 11now 11 and that any g r adualism intro ­
duces poss ibilities for delay and procrastination. This criticism 
has just been received; HE:W is exploring the matter and will have 
s ome information available on the issue shortly. 

I i . J. ·S>"..-: 
~ -1 / _; . , QyJE=~:r,, 7t 1~: 7/ ij/1 ,, h . ; --
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January 13 , 1965 

ME;MORANDUM FOR 

Paul P oppl e 

I have discussed the matter of the Presidential reviewing stand with 
Louis Martin, and we have the following suggestions to make from 
the Negro business and professional community . 

1 •• 
~· 

~I 
• 

William L ._x°awson - Congressman from t he Firs t D i strict 
of I llinois. He is the dean of the Negro Congressmen and 
this should take care of the matter of Negro l egislative 
representation. 

John H.AWhe eler - Pre sident of the Mechanics and Farmers 
Bank, Durham, North Carolina . He is a member of the 
President ' s Committe e on Equal Employment Opportunity, 
former president of the National Business Association, and 
a member of perhaps 15 or 20 national boards. He is also 
co - chairman of Governor Collins 1 Advisory Committee . He 
woul d serve to represent the business ~ommunity. 

Frank Stanley - Publ isher of the Louisville Defender and 
Presicfent of the National Negro Publishers Association. 

o George W .rJ?aber of Washington - A Bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

O W. Montague,.xCobb - President, Na tional Medical Association, 
and P rofessor of Anatomy at Howard University. 

Theodore A. Jones - Executive Vice President, Supreme 
Life Insurarfce Company; a member of the P resident ' s 
Commit tee on E qual Opportuni ty in Housing and perhaps 
the rising star among Negro businessmen. He fs a l so a 
Regent of the University of Illin o i s a nd has been active in 
the President ' s cam paigns . 
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Deer .. :0>0ra% wcod nnJ Scn:..t, 'r ~ -/ 

Actit\g Attornoy Gener a l 1(.;...~o:tbnch ~nd Governor 
Collina hnve rocc:itly brou:,I .. ~ to :r.y ct.tention a::;.iin 
tho e;c.ccllont work dono by the men.Lora of t ho 

x Natior.cl Lc.wyers ' Committee on Civil R i!:,hto. J..l • 
thou...,h l a ... n confident you ar\! nwaro 0£ t!ic hinb ro­
snr d lh;lt all of uo in tbc ltedor~l Gov ,rrunent h~vo 
!or tb.3 work of your Committac, l believe it l6 
·10:;-~'l notlnn !ormoilly ~d ",;c..uld 01r rcci \ll your ro• 

l.:\yinc; t.hie on to tho lawycro aGGoc!c:i.tod v1ith you in 
thio :>ublic Gcrvice endeavor • 

.• e l.ave now moveJ into a pcl"iod in whlch tho basic 
p rinc11,lea incorporated into ho Civil I:.izht~ '~c 
of l :1l·i arc gcnorally accepted, but un.C.tn:iteilly 
there will continue to bo m4!ny incbncos in which 
Cle ::;kills and conotructivo c!:o1·ta o! meml:.orc of 
the ..:J;:,.r can mc.ke :l g reat diffcr~ncc in in:Jividuel 
corr..munitico. I hope, therc!oz..!, tbt your Ccm• 
m ittoo will maintain the hieh lev.31 of a.ctivo pn.rti• 
c 1pa.~ion th:lt h 'lo cha:-;.ctori ... ~J ycu1· wo•·k 1.0 d~to. 
,•:e r o:.i.lizo and are grateful for tho poraon..U s~cri• 
!ico ma.Jo net only by you a s lea"crG o! the Com• 
mittc~ but also by thoao who clov"te thoir Umo and 
cnor.:;y to spec:iff c community problom::i. 

'Iho Vico Precident- elcct. who will play a key role 
in coordinating tho activitien of 1.ho Fecora.1 dcp:nt­
monto and '1geuctea engaged in ci vU righto proc r;im.o 
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