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%ﬁ news release

fRoM THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE PusLiCITY DIVISION 1730 K STREET, N.W. WASHINGTON 6, D.C. FEDERAL 3-8750

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MARCH 31, 1965 B - 4003

President Johnson Warns Cabinet, Agency Heads
of Their Civil Rights Responsibility

President Johnson in an unprecedented meeting of his Cabinet and
Agency heads last Thursday warned that ",,.there must be equal treatment,
equal respect, equal service--and equal support--for all American citizens,
regardless of race, or sex, or region, or religion,"

The President said that he wanted this message communicated "to
every office and officer, whatever their rank or position,of the Federal
service and to take all appropriate measures to assure full compliance with
the spirit of the law that governs and guards us all,"

The President told his Cabinet that "regional custom, local
tradition, personal prejudice or predilecticn are no excuse, no justification,
no defense in this regards,"

The text of the President's remarks to the heads of the Executive
Branch of government follows:

"I want to make one thing umnmistakably and indelibly clear to every
Department, every Agency, every office and every employce of the Government of
the United States,

"The Federal service must never be either the active or passive ally
of any who flout the Constitution of the United States,

"Regional custom, lccal tradition, personal prejudice or predilection
are no excuses, no justification, no defense in this regard.,

"Where there is an office or an cfficer of this Govermment, thexc
must be equal treatment, equal respect, equal service -- and equal support -« for

all American citizens,; regardless of race, or sex, or region, or religion, [3 of 4] -
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e Pootestont EPICOPAL Dicase o Clfasactusetts

ONE JOY STREET, BOSTON / TELEPHONE CApitol 7-5210

March 30, 1965

The Honorable Lydon B. Johnson
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Having sent you a wire right after the bloody events in Selma, I wish
to write and congratulate you upon the strong stand you have taken
regarding the matter of Civil Rights and personal liberties. It has
been an inspiration to the entire nation, and I am sure you are
encouraged by the signs of reconciliation which are beginning to show
in the south. Having married a fellow Texan of yours who is deeply
involved and committed to this whole matter we can appreciate to some
degree the personal torture that these decisions have involved for you
and Mrs. Johnson., Please be assured of our continued support and best
wishes.

CP di 1y yours,

M.\J, /el /

// John B. Tillson
Treasurer

vt
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MEMORANDUM %
TEEY-N

Notrir,
Central ..

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 27, 1965

FOR MR, WATSON

X
The President asked me to see Bishop Creighton today.
Creighton made a foolish statement yesterday about the
civil rights situation. He left this morning at seven
o'clock for a funeral in New Jersey and will be back
this evening. Bill"Baxter and I will see him this evening
or tomorrow. When you get a chance, please pass this

on to the President.

Harry McPherson

[front]
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5. Constructive Efforts to Assist the Legislation ~- There is considerable
neiional interest in votiny legislation, but it can be drained off by mistakes,
Az polnted out in the meeting Dr. King had with the Vice President and the
Attorney General, the failure of the Negroes of Selma to accept and imple=-
ment the order of Judge Thomas makes it very easy for opponents of the
legislation to point out that effective use of existing statutory authority is
71l that is needed. According to Roy Wilkins, the memo also refers to

the 1000 to 2000 sit-ins due to call on the Congress this summer, It is dif-
ficult to thank of anything that would have more harmful effcct on passage
of legislation.

1, Basic Strategy -- You may wish to indicate your efforts and those of
:le Vice President and the Atrorney General to check with (a) the Negro
leadership, {b) the Republican Congressional leadership of Dirkson, Ford
zz=d McCulloch and, {(c) Russell Long. The same well planned and intensive
w:Zort that resulted in the 1964 bill will be necessary.,

-

Governor Collins' Program -~ When Dr, King was here last, Governor
Collins indicated to him some of the activities that his organization has been
engaged in. 1t may be useful to recall this to Dr, King's attention and in-
dicate that in many ways Governor Collins can help avoid trouble before it
bacomes ugly and difficult. His people should keep in touch with Collinst
p=cple.

6. Appointments -~ Among recent appeointments are Lisle Carter, formerly
of HEW, and Ted Berry, both among the top half dozen in the Poverty Pro-
gram; Andrew Brimmer, who was promoted to Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce; Roger Wilkins, Roy's nephew, who is one of Governor Collins!

key men; others are in the works, There has begun to be some little ex-
ternal pressure on the appointment of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commissionr, authorized by Titlie VII of the Civil Rights Act -~ John Macy

is working on this with a number of us and I believe he will soon kave a
slate of candidates for your consideration,

!. Press Statement -- 1 presume you will want to discuss what might be
ithe tenor of Dr. King's remarks when he leaves your office,
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EMBASSY OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SCCIALIST REPUBLICS

Press Depariment

1705 18th Streed, NW. Washington 9, D. C.
’

No. 5 February 18, 1965

JEWS IN THE SOVIET UNION

On February L The New York Times carried an appeal
from the Rabbinical Council of America to the So-
viet Government asking that it permit Soviet Jews

to bake matzoth for the coming Passover. The news
item quoted Rabbi Paul Levovitz as having noted that
"the denial of the right to prepare and use matzoth
during the Passover festival in 198l disturbed the
conscience of all the religious worla."

Rabbi Levovitz's statement does not correspond to the
facts. Below are items received bty the Press Depart-
ment of the Soviet Embassy in Washington from the No-
vosti Press Agency in Moscow. We are publishing them
for the benefit of all those interested in the matter.

Moscow, February 11, Novosti Press Agency (APN). We are sending you a copy
of the statement representatives of the Moscow Jewish clergy cabled to the edi-
tor of The New York Times on February 1l.

On February L your newspaper carried a statement that the Rabbinical Council '
of America had raised the alarm that Jews in the USSR allegedly were being de~-
prived of the right to bake and eat matzoth.

"This statement gives rise to great bewilderment among us representatives of
Moscow's Jewish clergy. Apparently the Rabbinical Council of America,and in par-
ticular Rabbi Paul Levovitz, is profoundly misled. -No one in the Soviet Union
ever forbade the performance of our religious rites, including, of course, the
baking of matzotn. Last year we really experienced certain difficulties owing
to an insufficiency of flour. In our country, as you xnow, there was a great
crop failure,and the Scviet peorle restricted their demand for bakery products,
However, the difficulties were cvercome, and in all Moscow's synagogues not a
single believer was left without matzoth.

"This year our ccmmunity began to prepare for Passover in January.We organized
the baking of matzoth in several places in Moscow and its suburbs. The Lord be
praised! We have enough flour now. Every Jew can provide himself with any
amount of matzoth. At the beginning the Central Synagogue's matzoth bakery
baked L00-500 kilograms (880-1100 pounds) daily. After mechanizing a number of
the processes, we now bake no less than 700 kilograms (1500 pounds). Thus we can
bake some L5 metric tons of matzoth by Passover. The members of the congregation
of Central Synagogue need no more than 15 tons. The remaining 30 tons will pro-
vide for the needs of the congregation of Cherkizov Synagogue and,in general, all

- who want matzoth.

< = ‘'Approximately the same situation exists in Moscow's other synagogue, in the
Maryina Roshcha District. Already on February 1l matzoth were purchased by
52C believers. For instance, the Vinitsky, Chudnovsky, Berezovsky and Vaieman
families bought 15 kilograms (33 pounds) each, the Gitlin family 11 'kilograms
(2L pounds), Yaroslavsky eight kilograms (17.6 pounds), Pavolotsky seven kilo-
grams (15 pounds), etc, In all, 20 tons will be baked by Passover, and the cone
gregation of Maryina Roshcha Synagogue needs no more than six tons. As you can
see, not only members of our synagogue congregation but many other Jewish citi-
zens in Moscow will be fully provided with matzoth. It is regrettable that
such a venerable organ as the Rabbinical Council of America, without asking us
representatives of the Jewish clergy, hastened to come out with a statement dis-
torting the real state of affairs.
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n (Signed) YEHUDA-LEIB LEVIN, Chief Rabbi
Central Synagogue of Moscow

NATHAN OLEVSKY, Rabbi
Maryina Roshcha Symagogue

MENASHE MIKHAILOVICH, Chairman
of the Board, Central Symagogue
GEORGE LIEB, Chairman,
Maryina Roshcha Synagogue™

3

lMoscow, February 8, Novosti Press Agency. Although more than two months re-
main till Passover, many Jewish religious communities are actively preparing lor
the holiday. The Board of the Central Synagogue has organized the baking of mat-
zoth at a house rented in the Moscow suburbs, where 500 kilograms (1100 pounds)
are being baked daily. A total of 45 (metric) tons will be baked.

Several tons of matzoth have already been baked for another Moscow synagogue,
in Maryina Roshcha. Matzoth are also being baked in Malakhovka, Moscow Region.

Chief Rabbi of Moscow Yehuda-Lieb Levin and Chairman of the Maryina Roshcha
Synagogue George Lieb said that the religious Jews of Moscow and the suburbs will
be amply supplied with matzoth, They are also being baked in Ieningrad and in all
religious Jewish communities in Georgia.

licscow,February 13.AFll. In connection with the items in the U.S. press on the
alleged "prohibition® of baking matzoth in the USSR, a Novosti Press Agency cor=-
respondent turned to A.A. Puzin, Chairman of the State Committee on the Religi-
ous Cults, for an explanation. Puzin said the following:

"In Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, Toilisi, Leningrad, Tashkent, Kursk, Kuibyshev,
Ocessa, Novosibirsk, Alma-Ata and other cities and districts where there are Jew-
ish religious communities, the latter quite {reely bake matzoth for the needs of
the believers. This is done either on a cooperative basis at bakeries especial-
ly rented by the religious communities or by the believers themselves.

"The committee has received no complaints from individuals or religious com=
munities of any violations of the freedem of religion which is guaranteed by the
Soviet Constitution. According to the Soviet Constitution every citizen has a
right to exercise religious rites, the baking of matzoth included.”

Moscow, February 12, Novosti Press Agency. Yesterday the well-known American
playwright Arthur Miller visited the editorial office of the Jewish magazine
Sovetish Heimland in Moscow. In a friendly, sincere talk with Soviet Jewish
writers, the visitor expressed what he thought of the culture and national tra-
ditions of the Jewish people and their reflection in the works of people in the
arts, specifically writers.

At the request of those present Miller spoke of the plot of his new play
Incident at Vichy. 2

The talk ended with questions about the life of the Jewish population in the
Soviet Union. Everything pointed to the fact that the visitor was not properly
informed. Aron Vergelis, editor in chief of Sovetish Heimland, and other partic-
ipants of the meeting gave Miller a detailed description of the life of Jews in

the Soviet Union, discussing specifically the development of Jewish culture in
the USSR.

As of January 1965, Sovetish Heimland is being published monthly. Books in
Yiddish are published regulariy. A book of documentary essays, for instance,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

[0 HEBREV/ BIBLE SINGE 1917?

Dear Sir:

The Los Angeles Times columnist Paul Coates states in his column of
August 25 that “Russian Orthodox Bibles were printed in large numbers in
1957. A Russian language Bible for Baptists was published in 1958. A
Koran jor Moslems was printed in 1958. No Hebrew Bible has been per-
mitted since 19177

\ al Is there any truth to that statement? As far as is known, no religious

, o objects of any kind had been produced in the Soviet Union. What are the
Q’_ ST | real facts about it? Please inform us either by replying in your magazine

L ! or privately. If in the publication, kindly mail me the issue in which it
will appear. We are having a hot debate on it.

This is an entirely new twist in the long line of canards regarding
“Soviet Anti-Semitism.”

1
1
Thasg
f S lﬁ‘ 1f you mail the issue, bill me for it.

\

[ 4
') )
LY S

Daniel Sigal
Los Angeles

Rabbi Natan Olevsky answers at our request

Sir,

I have just read your letter citing Mr. Paul Coates’ story that the publication of the Holy Bible for Jews is
supposedly banned in the USSR.

Let me describe the real situation.

As a rabbi and a religious person, I very much regret that in the USSR, as elsewhere in the world, the number
of Jewish believers has fallen off greatly and tends to keep falling. Hence the lack of interest in the Bible in
Hebrew and the lack of demand for it.

It would cost many thousands of rubles to publish the Bible in a printing of 5,000 copies. And the money
would be wasted, since it would have no sale.

I am reliably informed that every religious Jewish family in the USSR has one or more copies of the Bible in
Hebrew, in Russian or some other language. The Torah is read at all synagogues on the days commanded, with
all members of the congregation following the passage from the appropriate book of the Bible. In addition to the
Bibles that the members of the congregation own personally, synagogues have dozens, sometimes hundreds, of
copies for worshippers to use at services.

In 1927 the Old Testament was published in five volumes in Hebrew in Bobruisk, Byelorussia, and in 1940
it was published—also in Hebrew—in Vilnius, capital of the Lithuanian Soviet Republic. The second publication
had a particularly wide distribution, and since then no need has arisen for another printing,

No Jewish congregation has ever raised the question of additional printings of the Bible or the Talmud. How-
ever, should the need arise, they could go ahead with publication and encounter no obstacle.

As for Hebrew prayer books, they were published in 1920 in Odessa, in 1922 in Petrograd, in 1924 in Rostov-
on-Don, in 1928 in Kiev, in 1934 in Minsk, and in 1939 and 1940 in Vilnius and Riga.

At the end of 1955 the Moscow Jewish community printed 4,000 prayer books. It took more than six years
to sell the entire edition, though copies were sent to nearly all Soviet Jewish communities. Even the largest
bought only 10 to 25 copies. The reason, as I have said, is that there are fewer believers now, and the
devout Jews have enough prayer books.

Religious calendars are published annually by different communities. We have 5,000 copies printed in Moscow
every year, They are sold not only in Moscow but generally, Here again sales are very slow.

However, when a Hebrew-Russian dictionary, which also contained a course in Hebrew grammar, was pub-
lished in a printing of 25,000 copies in Moscow in 1963, it sold out within two or three months. Currently a new

edition is being prepared.

This all shows that the declining interest among Jews in the Bible, prayer books and in religion generally
derives from the fact that Jewish children, young men and adults seek a higher secular education, not a religious
one, as was the case in czarist Russia.

Although there are many Jews in Moscow, Leningrad and other Soviet cities, in the past 20 years not one
young man has applied for admission to the theological seminary, and this despite the free tuition, the large
scholarship grants (three to four times larger than university stipends) and other benefits.

Soviet Jews stand on an equal footing with all other nationalities, and religious Jews have the same rights
as members of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Moslem, Baptist and other faiths.

This is the true picture.

If you, Mr. Sigal, were to come to the USSR and visit our synagogues, you would see for yourself that the
cock-and-bull stories about discrimination against Jews or the Jewish faith are, at best, the result of misinforma-
tion and, at worst, downright slander.

Natan Olevsky
Rabbi of the Jewish Orthodox Community
Maryina Roshcha, Moscow
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March 2, 1965

Dear Mrs, Miller:

Thank you for the good wishes contained in your letter
of February 5.

I continue to be concerned about the questions you raise
on the need for an equal rights amendmeat. You may be
interested in the enclosed memorandum oa this subject
which I have received.

The unanimous recommendation of the President's
Commission on the Status of Women was made only after
many months of deliberation. In view of this, I think you
will agree that, for the time being at least, we should
await the cutcome of court tests before considering any
further steps. [ am confident we can rely on your
cooperation, and the cooperatioa of those who agree with
ou, while we follow this course of actioa.

Sincerely,

LY/K%)N . JOHNSON

Mrs, Emma Guffey Miller
National Chairmaa ~

National Woman's Party

144 Coustitution Avenue, Noﬂmn
Washington 2, D.C.

ruteal FHES
CENTRAL FILES

P [1o0f22] -
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF LABOR
WASHINGTON

February 19, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Mr. Lee C. White

Associate Special Counsel
to the President

In response to your request for comment on
this matter, I would suggest the President send
Mrs. Miller a brief letter along the lines of the
attached draft, together with a memorandum we

have written on the subject.

Assistant Secretary of Labor

(Mrs. ) Eg{t\ ’b)eterson
: o

Attachments

Lot

ey
st " 0
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Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller
National Chairman

National Woman's Party

144 Constitution Avenue, N, E.
Washington 2, D. C.

Dear Easasr /’M/.n M .

Thank you for the good wishes contained in your letter of
February 5,

I continue to be concerned about the questions you raise on the
need for an equal rights amendment. You may be interested in the
enclosed memorandum on this subject which I have received.

The unanimous recommendation of the President's Commission
o.n the Status of Women was made only after many months of delibera-
tion. In view of this, I think you will agree that, for the. time being
at least, we should await the outcome of court tests before considering
any further steps. I am confident we can rely on your cooperation,
and the cooperation of those who agree with you, while we follow this
course of action.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP

(To Remain With Correspondence)

TO _Mrs, Esther Peterson

Assistant Secretary of Labor

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL

PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
~ THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL.

Date _February 11, 1965

XXXXX

ACTION

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action

For appropriate handling

See below

aro W—T0992-1

Associate Special Counsel
to the President

[4 of 22] -




Founder and Honorary Chsirman NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY o i
H”::;l ;;:::""N' HEADQUARTERS, ALVA BELMONT HOusE PERLE MESTA, R. 1.
PEARL M. SAYRE, OKLA.
ELSIE HILL, CONN. 144 CoNsTITUTION AVENUE, N. E., WASHINGTON 2. D. C. DR, MARY SINCLAIR CRAWFORD, CALIF.
MRS, HARVEY WILEY, D. C. TELEPHONE: LINCOLN 8-1210 MARY C. KENNEDY, IND.

ANITA POLLITZER, N. Y.
ERNESTINE BREISCH POWELL, OHIO

AMELIA HIMES WALKER, FLA, Chairman, EMMA GUFFEY MILLER, PENNSYLVANIA

February 5, 1965 11'If

The President
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

In reply to your letter of January 26th in which you write:
"the Commission on the Status of Women reported to us the belief
that the principle (of equality) is already embodied in the
Constitution.™

We have always believed it (equality for women) is in the
Constitution, but in the long line of decisions by the Supreme Court
in interpreting the Fourteenth Amendment, the Court has held to the
contrary. Hence the necessity for the Equal Rights Amendment.

With warmest thanks for your good wishes for 1965, and hoping

that they come true since I, too, have recovered from the "flu."

Faithfully yours,
£ S

72272

(Mrs.) Buma Guffey Miller
National Chairman
National Woman's Party

TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN AMENDMENT, NOW PENDING BEFORE CONGRESS

2L

MARY J. BRANDON, OHIO

[5 of 22] -

“Equality of rights under the law shall not h= denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on ar~~iint of sex.”
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MEMORANDUM ON EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

Before making its recommendation on the subject of Equal Rights, the
President's Commission on the Status of Women had the benefit of a very
carefully prepared brief, written by Miss Pauli Murray who at the time
was a Fellow in the Yale Law School. After studying Supreme Court cases,
Miss Murray pointed out that "a full discussion of the status of women has
not been uttered by the Court since 1908." In her opinion, examination of
other types of cases involving the equal protection clause merited the sub-
mission of a new case presenting a clear issue as to the scope of the 14th
Amendment in respect to differential treatment based on sex.

The Commission gave very careful consideration to all aspects of this pro-
posal. It held an open hearing and sought and obtained technical legal
advice from other experts in the field. In its final recommendation the
Commission urged interested groups to make a special effort to present

a case involving this issue to the Court.

Citizens of the United States live under a constitutional system which permits
flexibility in interpretation of constitutional principles to meet developing
needs. All those concerned with the poverty program and the need for a legal
floor to wages are aware of the fact that the U. S. Supreme Court in 1923 held
the D. C. minimum wage law unconstitutional (Atkins v. Children's Hospital
261 US 523) and that the Court subsequently expressly reversed itself in

1937 in a decision upholding the Washington State law (West Coast Hotel v.
Parrish 300 U.S. 379).

Other more gradual changes in the Court's interpretations of constitutional
rights also support the desirability of bringing the issue of sex discrimina-
tion under the 14th Amendment to the attention of the Court in a new case.
For example, after a series of cases involving the constitutional right to
counsel in State courts under the 14th Amendment the principle was finally
established in 1963 (Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335).

While looking forward confidently to the possibility of a new court test on the
issue of sex discrimination, the Administration is continuing to press for
removal of all types of discriminations through legislation. 1963 saw the
enactment of the Federal Equal Pay Bill which became effective on June 11,
1964. The Civil Rights Act which in Title VII prohibits all types of discrimi-
nation in employment, including discrimination based on sex, was enacted in
1964, to become effective July 1965.

‘Cie_},m( pae Co et ,}_.L:"n [7 of 22] -
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F&5 707
JAN 2 6 1965

Dear Mrs. Miller:

Upon my return from Texas I found your letter on
the important subject of the "Equal Rights Amend-
ment. " I know how vigorously you have championed
the cause of equality of treatment of women and the
degree of success you have achieved must, 1 am sure,
be a matter of great perscnal satisfaction to you.
There are, of course, many pecople who are solidly
committed to the principle that individuals should
not be discriminated against because of their sex,
but feel that unfortunate problems might arise were
the Equal Rights Amendment to be adopted. In addi-
tion, as you know, the Commission on the Status of
Women reported to us the belief that the principle is
already embodied in the Constitution. 1 kmow that
efforts are being made to present a test case, and 1
have asked for a progress report on this question.

I appreciate your continued interest in advancing the
status of women.

I hope that things are well with you and that you will
have a healthy, happy aad productive 1965,

Sincerely, .

Lyna%j; naon

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller
National Chairman ¥

 National Woman's Party RESEIVED
144 Constitution Avenue, N. E. JAN2 7 1965
Washington, D. C, CENTRAL Btis

LBJ/LCW/leb
} [8 of 22] -



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER INTERESTS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 15, 1965

To: Lee W 'te/

From: Esthex Pgferson
I'm sorry this got side-tracked. The
draft is fine, We added a sentence or so

to bring in reference to the Commission on

the Status of Women.

Attachment

[9 of 22] -



DRAFT/LCW/EP/1/15/65

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller
National Chairman

National Woman's Party

144 Constitution Avenue, N, E.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Miller:

Upon my return from Texas I found your letter on the important subject
of the ""Equal Rights Amendment." I know how vigorously you have championed
the cause of equality of treatment of women and the degree of success you have
achieved must, I am sure, be a matter of great personal satisfaction to you.
There are, of course, many people who are solidly committed to the principle
that individuals should not be discriminated against because of their sex but
feel that unfortunate problems might arise were the Equal Rights Amendment
to be adopted. In addition, as you know, the Commission on the Status of
Women reported to us tle belief that the principle is already embodied in the
Constitution. I know that efforts are being made to present a test case and I
nave asked for a progress report on this question. I appreciate your continued
interest in advancing the status of women.

I hope that things are well with you and that you will have a healthy,

happy and productive 1965.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson
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January 4, 1965

To: Mrs. Esther Peterson

From: Lee C. White

I have tried to be as understanding
and as noncommittal as possible.
You may have some additional
suggestions.

LCW draft of ltr to be sent from the President to Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller,
Chairman, Woman's National Party, 144 Constitution Avenue NE, Wash., D.C.
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DRAFT/LCW/1/4/65

Dear Mrs. Miller:

Upon my return from Texas I found your letter on the important
subject of the ''"Equal Rights Amendmeant.' I know how vigoruusly
you have championed the cause of equality of treatment of women and
the degree of success you have achieved must, I am sure, be a matter
of personal satisfaction to you. I know that there are many people
who are solidly committed to the principle that individuals should
not be discriminated against because of their sex but feel that
unfortunate problems might arise witc were the equal rights amendment
to be adopted. In any event, I have asked for a review of the question
and I can assure you that your own strong interest and the points you
have made regarding the proposal will be fully taken into account.

1 hope that things are well with you and that you will have a
healthy, happy and productive 1965.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller
National Chairman

National Woman's Party

144 Constitution Avenue, N, E.
Washington, D.C,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 29, 1964

MEMORANDUM
FOR: LEE WHITE

It is necessary for me to evidence more than the
usual restraint, but I will do so in the interest of
unity and concord., I think you know the general
situation concerning Mrs, Miller, Personally,
I would be as non-committal as possible on this
one although I think this is a situation where you
can't win for losing., My suggestion is that you
check this out with Mrs, Peterson and come
through with a strong, unequivocal "I will think
about it,"

George E, Reedy

[13 of 22] -
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

Dec. 24, 1964

To: George Reedy

Frm: Lee White

George, old friend, I hate to do this
to you but the attached note suggests
that you may have some information

~ that is not available to me. If you
have, I would be delighted to be
informed. If not, you may wish to
make a suggestion as to how this
letter could be handled. I would hope
that you would evidence your usual
restraint and refrain from any obscene
recommendations.
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December 1, 196l

The President
The White House

Dear lir. President:

While I realize you must ask others to reply to most of your
\ correspondence, I wish you would not give Mrs. Esther Peterson the
privilege of answering letters sent to you regarding the Equal Rights
for Men and Women Amendment.

Some of her replies have been sent to me for comment and verification.
I regret to say that lMirs. Peterson's letters are strongly slanted against
the Equal Rights Amendment and appear to commit you and the Democratic
Administration to delaying tactics on the Amendment, if not to her own
personal position of active opposition.

Her statements are also extremely inconsistent. For example, her
reply on November 25, 1964 to a letter from Miss Elsie Hill states that
a "major development of the past year in the legal rights of wamen is
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 196L4" which "prohibits discrimination
because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin by employers,
labor unions, and employment agencies."™ This is puzzling to us in view
of Mrs. Peterson's strong statement opposing the inclusion of this word
"sex" in Title VII when the measure was up for a vote in the House of
Representatives. (See Congressional Record February 8,196L, page 2u85.)

In a letter to Miss Mary Kemnedy, November 10, 196lL, with regard to
the Amendment, Mrs. Peterson quoted the Economic Opportunity Act of 196L
as bearing on the subject. This Act, of course, has to do only with your
wonderful drive against poverty; equality of rights for women is not
mentioned in the Act.

I am enclosing a copy of President Eisenhower's Message to Congress in
1957 regarding the Equal Rights Amendment, but I know you can make a stronger
statement.

Hoping that Mrs. Peterson will not send out any further replies in your

name on the Equal Rights Amendment, and earnestly trusting that you will make
the Amendment an Administration measure in the coming Congress.

/Y g ,7/(/ /((&4’-

(- Z&M

(Mrs. ) Emma Guffey Miller
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under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”

“Equality of rights
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of America

Umted States PROCEEDI NGS AND DEBATES Ol’ 'I'HB 8

Vol. 103

' MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

. A message in writing from the Presi-
-~ dent of the United States was communi-

his secretaries.

* k *

"THE FEDERAL BUDGET FOR THE .

FISCAL YEAR 1958—MESSAGE
.. FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
. UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 16)

The SPEAKER laid before the House

I'the following message from the President

- of the United States which was read and,
~ together with the accompanying papers,
referred to the Committee on Appro-
priations and oxdexed to be printed:

cated to the House by Mr. Miller, one of

~ message is devoted to ‘a discussion
~ other major proposals for legislation n

denied equal rishts with men :

To the Congress of the United statg_a L

v mmmmu “”*_-'

‘dations in the et Rt f*‘ W
sage. Therefore, this part of the budget LI o

Constitution to insure equal rights f' e
women. I believe that the Congr
should make certain that women are not
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COPY OF LETTER FROM MRS, ESTHER PETERSON

U.S, Department of Labor
Offiee of the Assistant Secretary
Washington

November 25, 196L

Miss Elsa M, Hill
1l Woodlawn Avenue
South Norwalk, Connecticut

Dear Miss Hill:

The President has asked me to reply to your most interest-
ting telegram of November 9, asking his support for the Equal
Rights Amendment, The men and women of this nation are greatly
indebted to women like you and Emma Guffey Miller who led the
fight for women's rights in spite of jail and ridicule.

‘President Johnson's record makes clear his deep convictions
about equality of rights under the law and his special concern
thet the government make use of the full abilities of women., His
search for highly qualified women for appointment to responsible
Federal positions has been widely publicized. Of the 2! top
women in the executive branch, 15 have been appointed since
January 1, 1964 (list enclosed). Further details of appointments
during this period are on Page 1 of the enclosed Progreas Report on
the Status of Women.

A major development of the past year in the legal rights of
women is Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, This title
prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex,
er national origin by employers, labor unions, and employment
agencies, The Act applies toall phases of employment in industries
affectiong interstate or foreign commerce. Enforcement of the nonw-
discrimination requirements for employers and unions becomes
effective July 2, 1965, for those with 100 or more workers; coverage
will be extended each year until July 2, 1968, when employers and
unions with 25 or more workers will be covered., Enforcement for
all employment agencies becomes effective July 2, 1965.

President Johnson's concern with the problem of assuring
equality of rights under the law to all citizens was evident also
when he was Senator and Vice President. You are probably aware
of his efforts as a Senator to secure the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1957. Although this legislation is remembered
primarily as the first national legislation in the 20th century
concerned with civil rights for our Negro citizens, it also
significantly advanced the cause of womgn's civil rights. By
deleting a previous requirement that citizens had to be qualified
under the respective State jury service law in order to serve on a

[19 of 22] -



-d .

Federal jury, this act qualified women to serve on Federal juries
in States which prohibited women from serving on State juries and
permits women to serve on Federal juries on the same basis as men
in all States.

Likewise, he workod closely with the late President in his
establishment of the President's Commission on the Status of Women
and shared his satisfaction when, through the efforts of that
Commission, there was a reinterpretation by the Attorney General
of a statute whcih had been held to permit Federal appointing
officers to limit appointments in the Federal eivil service to
"male only" or "female only." The new interpretation permits
such matters to be regulated by the President.

Again, he shared the satisfaction of the late President
when the Equal Pay Bill was enacted in June 1963, amending the
Federal Fair Labor Standards Act to provide equal remuneration for
equal work,

The President's Commission on the Status of Women gave
careful consideration to various proposed methods of achieving
equality of rights under the law for all persons, men or women,
including the proposed Equal Rights Amendment. It held an open
hearing and sought and obtained technical legal advice from experts
in the field, including Mrs, Miller, It was the Commission's
thoughtful conclusion that "the U, S, Constitution now embodies
equality of rights for men and women" and that "a Constitutional
amendment need not now be sought in order to establish this
principle,” The Commission urged interested groups to give high
priority to bringing under court review cases invalving laws and
official practices which discriminate against women. The
President is deeply impressed by the Commission's conclusion and
believes that this approach should be explored before considexring
a new constitutional amendment on this subject.

We appreciate your expression of interest in this important
question and I can assure you that in the future, as in the past,
we shall be alert to opportunities to remove remaining legal dis-
criminations against women,

Sincerely,
S/ Esther Peterson

Esther Peterson
Executive Vice Chairman
Interdepartmental Committee on
the Status of Women
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. WASHINGTON

February 19, 1965

TO: The President

FROM: Jack Valenti
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

WASHINGTON

February 19, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE JACK VALENTI

We have determined that, with one possible exception, all of the
hospitals named in the NAACP complaint of February 11, 1965, have
received and are receiving Federal funds from our Department.

All of the hospitals involved have been built in whole or in part with
Hill-Burton monies. While we lack authority to do anything about
expenditures made prior to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, five of the hospitals have Hill-Burton applications in process
at the present time. In three instances, construction is underway.
In two, the construction has not yet begun.

All of the hospitals are receiving monies from our Department through
vendor payments for patient care under State administered grant-in-
aid welfare programs.

Two of the hospitals are currently receiving research grants from PHS
and NIH,

Two of the hospitals involved have obtained surplus property within
the last month--since the Title VI regulations became effective on
January 3, 1965,

Eight of the hospitals named in the complaint have executed the Depart-
ment's standard assurance (Form 441) asserting that they would comply
with all of the nondiscriminatory requirements of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act.

In summary, on the basis of our preliminary investigation there is

prima facie evidence that all but one of the hospitals named in the complaint
are currently receiving Federal assistance in one or more forms from

our Department. Under our Title VI regulations these hospitals are
required to administer their programs which are Federally assisted on

a non-discriminatory basis,
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We have requested the NAACP to furnish us with any additional informa-
tion they may have which would indicate the kind or kinds of discrimination
which it alleged is occuring in these hospitals, The NAACP agreed to
submit all of the backup material they have. This will be reviewed and
investigators will then visit each of the hospitals to make on site inspections
and interviews to determine the exact factual situation.

Secrgtary
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w1ll use the authority of title IX when it is necessary to do so, I
believe that the judicial system, with this added prompting, will afford

appropriate correction of any undue delay which may have been sanctioned
in the past.

It is our best judgment, as I have said, that the regulation in its present
form will accomplish our common purpeose with as little delay as possible,

I can assure you, however, that we will be constantly reappraising the
situation, and that if this judgment should prove to be mistaken we will

be prepared to take appropriate further action.

Sincerely,





http:arsnal.ed
http:sign1fioa.nt

2-=The Presldent

I would now recommend that I make an announcement prilor to the
release of the Coummission Report that during the yemr 19G5 there
wlll be Negroes appolnted to the Stete Committee in every State
in the Ration where there are KRegro farmers.

Currently there is & vacancy in Arkensas, Alabama, Gecorgla, Iouisiama,
and will be one soon in Kentucky. There wlll be other vacancles.
All appointmente mist be renewed next December.

There may he viclent reactiom to thils in the Congress and throughout
the South. These appointments sre @ bellwether within the Department.
They will serve notice as nothing else I have been able to do that

we will continue to act as well as talk,

6. 1 am also considering the appointment of an Advisory Committee
including some top natiomal Civil Rights leaders. ©Such & Commlttee
can help us meat your assigned goals internally and alsc verify to
the outelde actlons taken and progrees made.

I will call you about this next wveek.












January 6, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR: LEE C., WHITE

SUBJECT: Memorandum from N. Thompson Powers dated
December 31, 1964

Perhaps we should suggest that the Depariment of Labor
carefully consider the objections raised by the Leadership Con-
ference re Title VI, regulations, Then, for their own benefit,
they might wish to prepare a brief summary of their reasons for
putting the regulat ions in their present form.

If you feel that Secretary Wirtz should respond to Arnold
Aronson's letter, the following might be a possible draft:

"Dear Mr. Aronson:

"Thank you for your letter of December 31, 1964, and
the attached petition concerning regulations under Title VI,
of the Civil Rights Law,

"As you know, the Department of Labor and other Govern-
ment agencies exerciscd great care in drafting the present
regulations, It is our objective in the Department to unequivocally
support the intention of the Congress in our application of Title
V1. of the Civil Rights Law, Our personnel will be conscientious
in their efforts to this end. We will, however, carefully con-
sider the objections which you have raised, and, if our experi-
cnce proves that changes should be made in the best intecrests
of enforcement of this lepislation, we will recommend said
changes to the President.

"Thank you again for your interest in this matter,
Sincerely,

W. W, w. "

RECEYRY

Cliffe.. —. Alexander, Jr, W"Q 5
TR FRIEES



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

DEC 31 1964

MEMORANDUM TO LEE WHITE

Secretary Wirtz received the attached letter from the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, I assume other agencies issuing
Title VI regulations received similar letters. We would appre-~
ciate your advice concerning a reply.

N. Thompson Powers

Attachment
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December 31, 1964

s

The Honorable W, Willard Wirtz
Secretary of Labor

U, 8, Department of lLabor

l4th and Constitution Avenue, N,W,
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Wirtz:

The regulations that the Labor Department and other
- government agencies have issued under Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 have aroused much concern on the part of
many of us in the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights.

Our chief objection is that the regulations may lend
themselves to unconscionable delays in granting the rights
guaranteed by the Act, We feel they may permit court orders to
be used as an occasion for delay or even subterfuge, They may
also permit government officials to delay in obtaining compliance
in a manner that can nullify the intent of Congress,

Ic 18 our conclusion that Congress meant these rights
to be granted forthwith, We therefore petition your agency to
review our objections and consider making the amendments in HEW

regulations that we suggest, b

While we have not had time to circulate this petition
among all of the 87 pational organizations that participate in the
leadership Conference, our objections were considered at a regular
meeting of the Washington representatives of cooperating organiza-
tions and drew unanimous endorsement,

Sincerely yours,

: I Clkm&l GMWM*-\_/

f Arnold Aronson
Lo Secretary

Enclosure _ Al j )
£l . '=
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December 31, 1964

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON CIVLIL RIGHTS

BETLTION A
Rei Objections To Title VI Regulations |

We, covperating organizations in the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights, wish to note our objections to and petition amendment of, certain
provisions of the regulations issued by the Department of Health, Education
and Welfare under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, These regulations
appeared in Part 11 of the Federal Register of December 4, 1964, p. 16298 et.
s~q, This petition is submitted pursuant to 5 U,§,C, 1003 (d),

Our chief concern is that the regulations countenance delay in the
extension of rights clearly granted under Section 601 of the Act, We
believe that such delay has no legal basis in the Act or in the Constitution.

Over ten years ago the Supreme Court in the Brown decision ruled chat
segregation in public education was unconstitutional. In subsequent decision
it has axtended this principle to include all public facilities. At the time
the Court was asked to require desegregation "forthwith" in accordance with
the long established precedent that constitutional rights are personal and
tmnediate.  In the exercise of its equity jurisdiction, however, the Court.
allowed lower Federal courts, in implementing its decision to proceed "with all
deliberate speed," 1t should be noted that this formula was not a constitutional
standard, but rather a rule of court administration applicable to the exercise
of equitable jurisdiction.

After some cight years of community obstruction and delay, the Court
made this principle crystal clear in Watson vs, Memphis (1963), saying: "The
busic guarantees of our Constitution are warrants for the here and now, and
unless there is an overwhelmingly compelling reason, they are to be promptly
rultilled ™

Th! defiance of state and local authorities, the wide-spread refusal
Lo voluntarily desegregate, and the threat of physical and economic harm have
to a large degree frustrated compliance "with all deliberate speed." Because
of this more effective means of securing compliance were sought. One of these
means selected by Congress was Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. The legislative
history of the Act leaves no doubt that one of the principal objectives of
Congress was to speed up the school desegregation process,

The draft regulations issued by your department would impede the ac-
complishment of this Congressional intent, Section 80,4 (¢) prevents the
Department from taking any action under Title VI where there is an outstanding
court order involving school desegregation, This opens up the possibility that
the standards of someone like Judge Harold E, Cox, notorious for his obstructionist
tact . » in civil rights cases, will be substituted for those of Congress and
even thal state and local officials could -nbjact th.llll"l to court orders to
avoid compliance with Title VI, = RS . .
bt S0 e

s
34
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In elementary and secondary school situations where no court order is
involved, the regulations allow an agency officer to approve a desegregation plan
in accordance with the "all deliberate speed" formula. This, too, would allow
delay in granting rights that the statute recognizes unequivocally.

If Section 80.4 (h) is interpreted to allow similar delay, it would
be subject to the same criticism as 80.4 (¢c). It should be further pointed
out that courts that have allowed delay in desegregation of public schools
have not tolerated it in other public facilities, Thus the Department could
be permitting a desegregation process that would be even slower than that
tolerated by the Courts in cases not involving schools.

In order that the intent of Congress be carried out, we luggest the
deletion of Section 80.4 (c) from the regulations and add!tton the word
"forthwith" at the end of Section 80,4 lb). v
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