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March 24 , H) 65 

Dear Gover nor Terry: 

With bett per aonal regard•• 

Sincer ely. 

LYiIDON B. l+.s1N 
~ 

Honor able Cli&r lo• L . Ter ry, Jr . 
Oovernor of Delaware 

L BJ / HT/vp 
;.., 

. ~~JTIVE {Y.1: .. 
I/IA 1-/.fit 

iJff j 'IU 1 ' t 
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THE WH !TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 17 , 1965 

TO: Mrs. Elizabeth Abell .{ 
){· . 

FROM: Hobart Taylor, Jr . 

[2 of 5]
­



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

March 18, 1965 

TO: Hobart Taylor 

FROM: Liz Carpenter 

Thank you for sending this. I have noted 
that the Governor of Delaware and his 
wife will be at the White House on 
March 22. 

Perhaps you would like to answer the 
rest of the letter? 

Thank you. 
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ST.A.TE OF D ELA.WA.RE 

EXECU T I VE D EPARTMENT 

CHARLES L . TERRY , JR . DOVER 
OOVBRNOR 

March 16 , 1965 

My dear Mr . President: 

It is a pleasure for me, on behalf of the people of 

f 
Delaware, to strongly endorse the stand which you have 
taken in regard to the tragic events at Selma , Alabama . 

In characteristic style you have spoken up forth­
rightly for human rights and for the law of the land. 
It, therefore , was a pleasure for me to issue the 
following statement on Wednesday, March 10th, which I 
am enclosing for your information. 

I deplore and detest any demonstration 
of brutality . The f unction of the state 
and federal governments is to protect the 
constitutional rights of the minority as 
well as the majority . 

I ordinarily believe it is inappropriate 
for the Governor of Delaware to comment on 
activities in another state, especially when 
those activities concern a complex area of 
state- federal relations where comment could 
hamper conciliatory efforts . But the Presi­
dent has spoken for Americans on this matter . 
I join him 11 in deploring the brutality with 
which a number of negro citizens of Alabama 
were treated when they sought to dramatize 
their deep and sincere interest in attaining 
the precious right to vote . 11 

I agree with the President ' s proposed 
legislation to guarantee the right to vote 
to every eligible American and urge the 
Delaware delegation in the Congress to whole­
heartedly support its enactment . 

Mrs . Terry and I look forward to seeing you again 
when we come to the White House on March 22nd . We are 
very fortunate to have your leadership in this time of 
crisis . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
RECEIVED 

1965 MAR 17 AM 9 58 
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The President - 2 

With all our prayers and best wishes . 

The President 
The White Hou se 
Washington , D. c . 

cvr :d 

ly yoursJP !W4 Ir--
Charles L. Terry , Jr . 
Governor 
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Du r C-onsr••~man: 

ne Pre•ldeiit WI.• 11.i.Cl CO .have your 
comm9nt• abwt hla h.andllilj o1 the 
dlfflc\ll't •ituation ln Alabama, and 
appre.ciat~ yo1.1r ••ildin1 dria a 
copy Of your Mircb 15 relu.••· 

LaWTenc• F. 01~rlen 
Specl&l A••i•t&nt 
to th• Pre•ldent 

x 
!Honorable T•no .Ronc&llo 
~!• 01 R epre1antative• 
·wa•hlP.atoii. D. c. 

~XECUTIVE .:: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1965 

For the President 

From: Jack Valenti 

v 
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March 15, 1965 

Dear Jack= 

It 1 s 6 A. M. Pm up with my little one, getting ready to go to 
Wyoming for a week. 

Thank you for the note. You are quite right, the sessions were 
of real help to many in the House -- I 've heard much good com­
ment on them. 

Jack, Saturday evening Paul Wieck {an old Wyoming friend) had 
a dinner party for Ceil and me - 20 or so newspaper people. I 
talked with quite a few, including a Negro couple ... By far most 
agreed the President handled this one about as right as humans 
can do things. He did not "provoke" not did he vacillate. Many 
of us in Congress will say so this week. 

Yours, 

Is/ Teno Roncalio 
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T E NO R ON CAL IO 
WYOMING, AT 1-ARGlt 

MEMBER: 

COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND 
INSULAR AFFAIRS <!Congrtss of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 

J}oust of l\tprtstntatibts 
lla.ubfngton, :ia.<t. 20515 

COMMITTEE O N VETERANS' AP1"AIRS 

March 15, 1965 

'!he President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . President, 

When Representative Teno Roncalio tel ephoned his 
rel ease to me, he asked me to send a copy to you to 
indicate his wholehearted admiration of your policies 
regarding the present crisis in Selma. 

I hope you will take this release in the spirit 
of genuine praise in which it is offered. 

Respectf'ully yours, 

l(JIJ,11 !GJ 'A:LM._.; Kat;' ;;jpan 
Press Secret 

B ILL BAGLEY 
ADMINISTAATtYlt A HISTNn 

KATHY KAR PAN 
P REH AND R ESIEARCK ASSISTANT 
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From the Office of Congressman Teno Roncalio 
D-Wyoming At Large 
1323 House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: MARCH 15, 1965 

Congressman Teno Roncalio (D-Wyo.) said today that President Lyndon 

Johnson deserves to be corrmended for his "readiness and patience" in the face of the 

explosive racial situation in Selma, Alabama. 

Roncalio said he personally delivered a message to the White Bouse 

today before leaving for Wyoming to attend a series of pre-scheduled regional meetings 

with constituents. 

Roncalio said he admired President Johnson for his "determined, 

clear-headed manner' in meeting the crisis. uHe did not vacillate in r~adying federal 

troops and did not allow himself to be provoked into using them." 

He praised the President for being a "calm and solid leader who 

baa maintained dignity and order in the White House despite demonstrations reflecting 

nationwide indignation over the Selma violence." 

Roncalio singled out the heroism of the late Rev. James J. Reeb, 

Unitarian minister killed in the March 9th demonstration in Selma. 

Praising the Casper-ordained Minister as .a utrue son of Wyoming who 

gave his life in defense of equality," Roncalio ~aid, "Our '~quality State' can take 

pride in his courageous stand on behalf of that worthy goal." 

The Congressman pointed out the inequity of voter registration in 

Dallas County, Alabama, where of the 30,000 persons of voting age, 9,000 of the registered 

are white and only 600 are Negro. 

He concluded, "The time has come to remove these stumbling blocks 

that deny Americans their Constituttional rights. " 

30 
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Dear Doctor lllb:iporth: 

You plea••d me 1r•atly with your letter and 
your forthri~t viewe. 

Sincerely. 

California · 94 102 

L~ : JV:mw 
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March 23, 1965 

~l' Doctor lllinaworth1 

T~ you. for your lett•r. 

The Rev•r J. DaVie n ngworth, D. D. 
Generil •• bf!er 
The Unit~ Preebyt•ri•n Church in tho U. S . A. 
North C •tal Area, Synod of California-
330 Jt Street 

ieeo, California 94102 

L BJ:RSG:aer 

""" ---
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NORTH COASTAL AREA, SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 

The Rev. J. Davis Illingworth, D.D. 
General Presbyter 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. President: 

elturclt in tlte U.S.A. 
Franc: isc:o, Ca lifornia 

1
94102 

PRospect 5-893 8 

In view of the crucial si tuation in Selma, Alabama, 

l
last week, I sent a telegram to each minister in the North 
Coastal Area , Synod of California, The United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S . A. , asking them to join with me in a 

} march at Selma if needed . I requested the sessions of the 
churches to meet and act to re l ease their ministers and to 
finance them for this march . From my telegram, we received 
responses from over sixty men who now stand ready to act 
anywhere at any time to see that voters rights are won by 
our negro citizens. 

Following your forthright and ab l e presentation of 

) 

the issues before the joint sess i on of Congress, we made 
the decision not to go to Selma . These ministers however 
stand ready to go and have been financially under written to 
act in behalf of Civil Rights. 

We want you to know that we appreciate your leader­
ship. We in this area stand ready to help you at this 
moment i n history . 

_) JJ::p1ully,_ 
J. Davis Illingworth 
General Presbyter 

cc : Nicholas B. Katzenbach, Jr. 
The Attorney General 

March 17, 1965 

AN ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY OF THE SYNOD OF CALIFORNIA 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE ,.. ~ //~ 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

March 23 , 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR Messrs . McNamara 
Katzenbach 
Vance 

----~ Valenti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorfer 

Report No . 8 as of 1600 , M a rch 23, 1965 

At 1415 Selma time, the marche rs closed into the site v . their 
bivouac tonight . This area is on the high ground near the junction 
of Route 80 and Route 21. 

Tomorrow's march will be slightly longer than today's, and the 
bivouac site will be almost on the outskirts of Montgomery. This 
site will leave only a short distance to be traveled on Thursday 
to the capital. 

This is the last report fo r today. The next report will be as of 
1000 , March 24, 1965. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHI N GTON, D.C. 20301 

March 23 , 1965 

MEMORANDUM F OR Mess r s . McNamara 
Katzenbach 
Vance 

,-----Valenti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorfer 

ReportNo. 7asofl300, March23 , 1965 

At 1105 Selma time , the marchers crossed the intersection of 
Route 80 and Route 97, which is 16 miles from the Montgomery 
city limits. About 20 civilians had gathered at t he intersection 
to watch, but there were no incidents . 

It is still raining, and the marchers have asked permission to 
sleep on the highway tonight because of the rain rather than in 
the bivouac site . General Graham is reported to be favorably 
disposed, provided the marchers reach the four - lane highway 
by night. 

General Graham and General Turner a re reported to be in a 
conference at Maxwell Air Force Base at the present time. 
The information above is from an intelligence rather than an 
operational source. 

The next report will be as of 1600 . 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHIN GTON, D .C. 20301 

March 23, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR Messrs. McNamara 
Katzenbach 
Vance 

7tlJJ )>- Val en ti 
Moyers 
White 

Report No. 6 as of l 000, March 23 , 1965 

The marchers starttd today at 0807 Selma time. It had been 
raining for two hours but the rain has now slacked off a little . 
The temperature is 40 degrees; rain is expected most of the day. 
Most of the marchers have light plastic raincoats. 

Since Martin Luther King had to go to Cleveland to give a speech, 
Mr. Young is in charge until his return. Mr. Lewis of the SNCC 
is second in command. The group is orderly; there have been no 
incidents . 

The rain has made it difficult for the trucks to get out of last 
night's bi -...ouac area. One latrine truck is still stuck but should 
be on the road shortly. No difficulties are foreseen in setting 
up tonight's bivouac area. 

The site for tonight's bivouac is one mile onto the four-lane 
highway. After tonight's bivouac , the remainder of the march 
will be on a four-lane road. 

The next report will be a t 1300. 
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OFFICE Of THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR Messrs. McNamara 
Katzenbach 
Vance 

---)o-rValenti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorf er 

Report No. 5 as of 2000, March 22, 1965 

The marchers, at a strength of about 300 , closed into their 
bivouac site at 1740 hours , Selma time. This site is next to 
a store near the edge of Big Swamp Creek, known as 
"Rosie Steel's Grocery Store and Filling Station". 

The site is being guarded by the 720 MP Battalion with closer ­
in security being furnished by a National Guard MP company. 
There have been no incidents. There are 20-25 cars in the 
area believed to contain spectators which are being kept under 
surveillance. The spirit of the marchers seems good and they 
may possibly have a small rally tonight in their camp at 2100 
hours Selma time. 

This will be the last written report until 1000 hours tomorrow 
since the marchers will probably not start until after 0800 
hours in the morning. The Tuesday.night bivouac site is near 
the junction of Route 80 and the road which runs northeast of 
Hayneville to a junction with Route 80 . Since the highway is 
four -lane at that point, more marchers may join them tomorrow 
n ight. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301 

March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR Messrs. McNamar a 
Katzenbach 
Vance 

7'Ji/> ,... Val en ti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorfer 

Report No. 4 as of 1800 , March 22, 1965 

• 
At 1735 hours , our time, the marchers were northeast of the 
town of Trickem. They are approximately 3 miles from the 
camp site and are expected to close in the camp site around 
1930 Washington time tonight. 

There have been no in cidents and no othe r changes , except 
that there a re now 308 marchers in the group. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

March 22, 1965 

M EMORANDUM F OR Messrs . McNamara 
K a t zenb ach 
Vance 

----i>-~v alenti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorfer 

Report No. 3 as of 1600, March 22, 1965 

The m arch e r s are approximat e ly one mile southeast of th e town 
of B enton. They a r e down to 286 by actual count. 

The four t ents have been erected for tonight in the cow pasture 
near Big Swamp Creek. The site is reported as a good one by 
officers who have inspect ed it. The marchers and the 
camp site will be protected by the 720 MP Battalion. 

At 0600 tomorrow morning the protection mis sion passes from 
Team Alpha, which has been based in Selma, to Team B r avo, 
which is based in Montgomery. 

.. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRET A!?Y OF DEi=ENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR Messrs . McNamara 
Katzenbach 
Vance 
Valenti 
Moyers 
White 
Oberdorie r 

March 22, 1965 

Report No . 2 as of 1400, March 22, 1965 

The column stopped for lunch at 1230 Selma time at the beginning of 
the two lane highway by the town of Benton. The State police are 
blocking traffic while the marchers eat. The marchers are organized 
into six 50 - man groups , marching three abreast in the right hand lane . 
T her e a r e 3 7 whites in this group . 

Mr . Lewis , the Field Director of SN:i'-.C, has joined the marchers . 
T he age o f the marcher s runs generally between 12 to 20 . One - third 
are female . 

\ qn A 
~~/'O 

J,,~ejh A . Cal
1
ifa,no, Jr . 

~Special A~stant 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

March 22, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR Secretary McNamara 
Secretary Vance 
Mr. Katzenbach 
Mr. Oberdorf er 

11/J> )- Jack Valenti 
Bill Moyers 
Lee White 

Report as of 1200, March 22, 1965 

The march began at 08(\6 Sel ma t ime this morning. The weather was 
cold (28 degrees) with heavy frost. The marchers were tired, having 
spent most of the night around the fire to keep warm. At 0826 Selma 
time, the column reached Highway 80 and started east, marching 8 
abreast. There are about 392 people in the column, of which approxi­
mately 45 are white. By 1030 Selma time, the group passed through 
the woods at Soapstone Creek without incident. They have about 4 miles 
to go to the town of Benton, where the h ighway becomes two-lane . They 
are scheduled to bivouac tonight near the point where Big Swamp Creek 
intersects the highway. 

During the last hour, a bus from Selma brought 40 fresh marchers to 
the group and returned 40 tired marchers to Selma. The spectators 
have been mostly negro. 

In mid-morning there was a r eport that another bomb had been found in 
a Birmingham school. A demolition team was sent to take care of it. 
There is no further information on this at present . 

.. 
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3/22/65 

FOR THE RECORD : 

The attached press release constitutes the only file 
on the Executive Order at the moment. No other 
papers have been seen by the Records Office . 

The original Executive Order was hand-carried to the 
National Archives by A. Wayne Hawks, Assistant 
Executive Clerk of the White House, where he delivered 
it at 7:45 p.m. on 3/20/65. 

Tom Jones 
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.: . March Z3. 1965 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Herewith for the files of the Dep tment 
is a copy of the Executive Orde signed 
by the President on March twentieth en­
titled "Providing Federal Aasistance in 
the State of :Alabama. " 

Tne Honorable 

Sincerely, 

William J. Hopkins 
Executive Clerk 

The Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosure 

rah 
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March 23, 1965 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

Herewith for the filea of the Dep~rtment 
i• a copy of the Executive Ordei' aianed 
by the President on March twentieth en­
titled "Providing Federal. As.tetance in 
the State of Alabama. 11 

The Honorable 

Sincerely, 

William J. Hopkins 
Executive Clerk 

The Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosure 

rah 

-
' 

~· ~ ... ,, 

1 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAR.OH 20, 1965 

Office of the White House Press Secre tary 

(:Austin, Texas) 

. THE WHITE HOIBE 

. .... .... 

~Xiii -.--.. fCViW-.. --.... 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 
*"/1~ 07 

PROVIDlNG .FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

IN THE STATE OF ALABAMA ... l 1~0 )' 5 
/,v-"' ~ 

i~,,_~ 

WHEREAS, on March 20, 1965 I i ssued P roclamatiLo. 3645 pursuant 
in part to the provisions of Section 334 of Title 10, United States Code; and 

ViHEREAS, the likelihood of domestic violence and obstruction of the 
execution and enforcement of the laws of t he United States referred to therein 
continues: 

NO\iV, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti­
tuion and laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title l Opf• the 
United States Code, particularly Sections 332,3 33, and 334 thereof, Section 
301 of Title 3 of the United States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed, for the 
period commencing with t he signing of this order and ending as soon as 
practicable after the termination of the march referred to in the above-men­
tioned proclamation, to take all appropriate steps, including the provision 
of assistance to the law enforcement ag encies of the State of Alabama. to 
remove obstructions to the execution and enforcerne nt of the laws of the 
United States in that state, including the order of the court referred to in 
the above- mentioned proclamation, and to supress domestic violence in 
any way related to the said march . 

Section 2. In furtherance of the authorization and direction contained 
in Section l hereof, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to u se such of 
the Ar m ed Forces of the United States as he may deem necessary. 

Section 3. I hereby a~thorize and direct the Secretary of Defense to 
call into the active military service of the United States, as he rr.a.y deem 
appropriate to carry out the P •..ll"poses of this order, any or all of the units 
or members of the Army National Guard and of the Air National Guard of 
the State of Alaoama to serve in the active military service of the United 
States until relieved by appropriate orders . The Secretary of Defense is 
further a uthorized to recall any unit or m e m ber so relieved if he deems 
such recall appropriate to carry out t he purposes of this order. In carrying 
out the provisions of Section 1, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to 
'.lSe the units, and members thereof, called or recalled into the [active 
m ilitary services of the United States pursuant to this section. 

Section 4. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to delegate to the 
Secr etary of the Arm y or the Secretary of the Air Force, or both any of the 
a uthority conferred upon him by this order. 

The White HO .\Se 
March 20, 1965 

,{), 

Is I Lyndon B. Johnson 
March 20, 1965 

# # # 

' 

[4 of 4 (front)]
­



.· 

. . 
- "' . .. 

" 
. • ,. 

[4 of 4 (back)]
 



3/22/65 
rvR THE RECORD: 

The attached press release constitutes the only 
file on the proclamation at the moment. No other 
papers have been seen by the Records Office. 

The original proclamation and accompanying copies 
was hand- carried to the Dept. of State for the place­
ment of the Great Seal of the U. S. and the Secretary 
of States signature from where it was hand-carried 
to the National Archives at 7:LO p.m. on 3/20/65 
by A. Wayne Hawks, Assistant ~ecutive Clerk of the 
White House. 

Tom Jones 
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March 23, 1965 • • 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!!he Honorable 

Sincerely, 

William J. Hopkin• 
Executive Clerk 

The Secretary of Defenae 
Washington, D. C. 

Encloaure 
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March 23. 1965 

Dear Mr. Secretary: ,,., 1_ 416 
JI::' ~ " 

Herewith for the f'lea of the Department 
i• a copy of the.~roclamation aigned by 
the President on March twentieth entitled 
"Providing Federal Asaistance in tho 
State of :Alabama. 11 

The Houorable 

Sincerely, 

William J. Hopkin• 
· Executive Clerk 

The Secretary of State 
Waahinaton~ D. C. 

Encloaure 

~ rah 

RECEIVED 
~ MAR . 1965 

ENTRAL Fl 
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March 2 3, 1965 

Dea.r Mr. Attorney General: ~ 
. II' ~ r., 'f7 

Herewith for the f>.Ye• of the Department 
is a c:opy of the,{roclaination •il!'ed by 
the President on March twentieth entitled 
11Providing Federal Assistance in the 
State of Alabama. " 

The Honorable 

Sincerely, 

William J. Hopkins 
Executive Clerk 

The Attorney General 
Wasliinaton. D. C. 

Enclosure 

rah 

tCf/ 'ED 
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FOR I MMEDIATE RELEASE MARCH 20, 1965 

• • 
Office of the White Hou se . .Press Secretary 

....... 
(Austin, J'exas) 

THE WH:tTE H0U SE ... 

PROVIDING FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

I N THE STA TE OF ALABA\.fA 

B Y THE -PRESIDENT. OF THE. UNIXE'.l)i STATES:OF. AM ERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

*-3/.~S 

WHER.EAS9 On 1'..,~arch 17, 1965, the United States District Court m idd le 
district entered an order in the case of Williams et al, Plaintiff, United States 
of America, P l aintiff -- Intervenor v. Wallace et al ., Defendents, Civil 
Action no . 2181 - N, approvin3 an exercise by the Plaintiff andthe m emrers of 
the class th.!y represent of their rig ht to rr.arch along United States highway 80 
from Selma t o i-1_ontgom ery, Alabama, comm encing in Sel m a, Alabama, not 
earlier than Fri day, lAarch 19, 1965, and not later than Monday, March 22, 
1%5, and terminating in M ontgom ery, Alabama, within five days of commence­
ment; and 

WHEREAS, in relation to such j udicial order and march the Governor of 
the State of Alab ama has advised me that the state is unable and refuses to 
provide for the safety and welfare, among others, of the plaintiffs and the 
m ern.bers of the class they represent; and 

WHEREAS, as a conseq.:ence of s .lch inability and refusal of the State of 
Alabam a, and by reason of recent events in and a l:out Selma and i..1:ontgom ery, 
Alabama, there is a substantial likelihood that domestic violence may occur 
in connection with such march, with the consequence of obstruc ting the execu­
tion and enforcement of the laws of the United States , including the afore said 
judicial order : 

NOVI , THEREFOR E, I, Lyndon B . Johnson, President of the United States 
of Arrerica, under and by virtue of the a uthori ty vested in me by the Consti­
tution and laws of the United States including Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the 
United States Code, particularly Sections 332,3 33, and 334 thereof, do command 
all per sons engag ed or who may engag e in s uch dom es t ic violence obstr .icting 
the execu tion and enforcem ent of t he laws to cease and desist therefrom and 
to disperse and retire peaceably forthwi~h . 

IN Vl!T.L..J'ESS WEEREOF, I have here.mto set m y hand andc:aused the seal 
of the United States of America to be afixed. 

Done at Johnson City, Texas, thi s 
twentieth day of ~·1. arch in the Year of 

..,, · our Lord Nineteen hundred and sixty 
five , And of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundr ed a. 
and e i ghty-ninth. 

By the President: 

Secretary of St ate 

(.. J 
/ 
ff 

/ 

By the P r esident : ··. · . 
Is I Lyndon B. Johnson 

# If 
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F'RO?l: State of Alabama 
Senate Charril1er 
Montgomery, Ala . 

DEC '""'E 
Hu 0 r1 

TO: 
511/r7!<lf 
Sil The President 

No covering letter THE WH ITE HOUSE 
Senate Joint Resolution 28 & 29 . RECEIVED 

1%5 MAR 22 A.\1 11 07 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 28 

By: Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bentley, Brannan, Carter, Clark, Cooper, 

Dumas, Eddins, Evans, Gilchrist, Givhan, Hammond, Hawkins, 

Hornsby, Horton, James, Lolley, Lowe, Mathews, McCain, McDow, 

Metcalf, Montgomery, Nichols, Oden, Reynolds, Roberts, Robison 

(Montgomery), Robison (Pickens), Shelton, Smith, Taylor, Tyson, 

Wilson, and the Lieutenant Governor. 

WHEREAS, after a period of ten weeks of continued agitation and 

demonstrations, led and directed by outsiders, a march by these agi­

tators and demonstrators from Selma to Montgomery has been sanction­

ed by order of the Federal Court ; 

WHEREAS, this march and the incidental activities of the agi­

tators and demonstrators will place unusual and extreme demands on 

all law enforcement agencies of our State; 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of demonstrations, agitation and 

of this very march is to foment local disorder and strife among our 

citizens; 

WHEREAS, the tension created could result in violence and blood-

shed; 

WHEREAS, by the maintenance of law and order in Alabama we can 

best show to the world that Alabamians are a law abiding and peace 

loving people, amply able to solve every domestic problem by reason­

able discussion and by the regular processes of government and in 

the courts; 

WHEREAS, our Governor has called upon every citizen to stay at 

home, away from the route of march and places where the demonstra­

tors will go; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, THE HOUSE OF REP­

RESENTATIVES CONCURRING , that we hereby join the Governor of Ala­

bama in calling upon every loyal citizen of the State, of every 

race, color, creed or persuasion, to stay at home or at his regular 

place of business-as far removed from the line of march and demon­

strations as is possible-until the risk of regrettable incidents 

which might occur in an atmosphere charged with tension has ceased. 
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Let every one of our citizens act with the utmost restraint. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true, correct and accurate copy 

of Senate Joint Resolution No. 28 by Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bentley, 

Brannan, Carter, Clark, Cooper, Dumas, Eddins, Evans, Gilchrist, 

Givhan, Hammond, Hawkins, Hornsby, Horton, James, Lolley, Lowe, 

Mathews, McCain, McDow, Metcalf, Montgomery, Nichols, Oden, Reynolds, 

Roberts, Robison (Montgomery), Robison (Pickens), Shelton, Smith, 

Taylor, Tyson, Wilson, and the Lieutenant Governor, adopted by the 

Legislature of Alabama on March 19, 1965. 

L'eut nant Governor Allen, 
Th esident and Presiding 
Of · er of the Senate 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 29 

By: Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bentley, Brannan, Carter, Clark, Cooper, 
Dumas, Eddins, Evans, Gilchrist, Givhan, Hammond, Hawkins, Hornsby, 
Horton, James, Lolley, Lowe, Mathews, McCain, McDow, Metcalf, Mont­
gomery, Nichols, Oden, Reynolds, Roberts, Robison (Montgomery), Rob­
ison (Pickens), Shelton, Smith, Taylor, Tyson, Wilson, and the Lieu­
tenant Governor . 

WHEREAS, for the past ten weeks there have been a series of so­
called demonstrations in Alabama which have taxed to the utmost the 
patience, training and ability of law enforcement authorities of this 
State, as well as local law enforcement officers, and 

WHEREAS, a Federal Court has ordered that such demonstrations irl 
the form of marches on public highways and streets of Alabama should 
be allowed, and 

WHEREAS, the Federal Court has recognized that there will be 
considerable burden imposed on the law enforcement agencies of the 
State of Alabama by the so-called ma rch from Selma to Montgomery, 
and the said Federal Court has been assured by the attorneys for the 
Department of Justice that if requested by the Governor of Alabama, 
the United States Government would provide police protection for the 
proposed march, and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of this State has requested by appropriatE 
telegram that the United States Government furnish sufficient Federal 
civil authorities or officers to provide for the safety and welfare 
of the citizens in and along the proposed march route and to provide 
for the safety and welfare of the marchers, and 

WHEREAS, the President of the United States was unwilling or un­
able to provide the requested civil authorities or officers but has 
stated that he would federalize the Alabama National Guard if the 
Governor of Alabama was unwilling or unable to call the Alabama Na­
tional Guard, and 

WHEREAS, it is the considered judgment of the Legislature of 
Alabama that the State has insufficient financial resources to meet 
the indeterminable burden of the expense of activating a large con­
tingency of National Guardsmen for an indefinite period of time to 
enforce a Federal Court order, and 

WHEREAS, the State has incurred tremendous additional expenses 
to date in our efforts to maintain law and order in all of the towns 
and cities where the so-called demonstrations have occurred. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA , 
BOTH HOUSES CONCURRING AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Governor of Alabama be requested to inform the 
President of the United States that the State of Alabama is willing 
to call the National Guard of this State to State active duty at any 
time to protect the life and property of the people of this State; 
however, the proposed march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Ala-~ 
bama, by so called demonstrators, along a U . S. Highway has been 
sanctioned by a Federal Court and the financial resources of the Fed­
eral Government should be used to pay the cost of mobilization of the 
National Guard of Alabama. For this reason, as well as for the rea­
sons hereinafter set forth, the Legislature of Alabama is unwilling 
to recommend that the Guard be called . 

2 . The State of Alabama is not financially able to pay the ex­
penses of providing necessary protection to demonstrators without im­
pairing the General Fund of this State which supports the hundreds of 
necessary services to the people of our State and which represents 
the only source of funds to this State . 

' 
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3. That future unrestricted activities of so-called demonstra ­
tors as may occur or be authorized by future Federal Court orders 
ma kes it impossible for the Legislature to determine the costs which 
will be incurred to provide for the safety and welfare of the people 
of our State and of the so- called demonstrators . 

4. That it is the opinion of the Legislature that we are fi ­
nancially unable to bear the expense of calling the Alabama National 
Guard to State active duty without jeopardizing the essential func­
tions of the State of Alabama and we respectfully request the Gover­
nor of this State to inform the President of the United States of 
this fact . 

I hereby certify that the above is a true, correct and accurate 
copy of Senate Joint Resolution No . 29 by Messrs . Adams, Allen, 
Bentley, Brannan, Carter, Clark, Cooper, Dumas, Eddins, Evans, Gil­
christ, Givhan, Hammond, Hawkins, Hornsby, Horton, James, Lolley, 
Lowe, Mathews, McCain, McDow, Metcalf, Montgomery, Nichols, Oden, 
Reynolds, Roberts, Robison (Montg omery), Robison (Pickens), Shelton, 
Smith, Taylor, Tyson, Wilson, and the Lieutenant Governor , adopted 
by the Legislature of Alabama on March 19, 1965 . 

Lie tenant Governor Allen, 
Pre ident and Presiding Off ice 
of the Senate. 
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MEMORANDUM... ?£c -(air 
THE WHITE HOUSE AU!OGRAPH YILE/~ 

WASHINGTON !fc; €4Lsr/ 
;;7 ICR-1fe -* March 22 , 1965 

\ 

For: Bruce Thomas 

/7Lee C. White~ 
Aaron Roldman was one of th local Civil Rights leaders 

who met with the P re sident ithin the past 10 days on the 

Selma situation. I am c fident that some inscription 

like "With be st wishe ' would be appropriate . 


Attachme nt 

RECEIVE~ 
~~NOON B. JOHNSON APRI 41965CD.rbono stamped m 
Mr. Thom&z' office CENTRAl f!l..I;S-y ·--·--·­



-

EX£CUTtV£ 

}/({~ /s7( 

/ ,,;.//3,1./u1~;1'"'' 

/ (!_IV\ ~ fnyt.. k,;t.-) 

r.--­

Four homemade bombs have been found in different 

locations in the same suburban area of Birmingham. The 

first was found at a Catholic Church where it had been 

placed against the wall. This set off a search and 

subsequently they located one at a funeral home, one at a 

home of a prominent negro leader, and one at an all negro 

high school. The first bomb was found at 11:00 am and the 

most recent about 2: !Sp. 

CDR Josephson/mi 

3-21-65 

2:50p 



r.f(/t..
( f J \I 

$ • 

~ (j) 
March 20, 1965 E;t~CUTiV~ 

)/_U. '-/S r / 
F Cr l 3S 

Ram sey Clark's organization ia as follows: 


Ram sey is going to operate between Montgomery and Selma. 
 . •.
He is in Montgomery now. is going to Selma later on, and 

will return to Montgom ery this evening. He is in a radio · 

car and can be reached at all times. 


John Doar is with General Graham. He is also in a radio 

ca r and can be reached at all times. ;. 


Burke Marahall is in Selma. . ' 

The man in charge of the Selma office is Robert Owen• 

.Montgom ery man in charge of office t her e ie Steve Pollock. 

The beat way to reach all of the above is through th e 
Montgomery ofiice, Area Code 205, 263-75?1, e xte nsion 
430 or 439 . ?1fl · 9:J.~/ · fl!-'4 ~/1 

Haye s Redman/ m! 
3-20-65 
2: 15 _prn 

' . 

.· . . ' 



?age o:-ie of telgram sent to Governor Geoge Wallace 

s igned by the President--- --

change -- - LBJ/JV /vm 

~zo,1v~r 
/) .'Sl> ~J 
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The Honorable 
George Wallace 
Govern~ of Alabama 
..!ontgomery, Alabama 

March 20, 1965 

Respon•ibility for maintaining law and order in our 

federal ayatem properly rests with state and local governments. 

On the basis of your public statements and your discussions 

with me, I thought tliat you felt •trongly aoout this and had 

indicated you would take all necessary action in this regard. 

I was surprised, therefore, when in your telegram of Thursday 

}t 
< 

you requested feaeral assistance in the performance of such funda-

m ental •tate duties. Even more surprising wa• your telegram 

of yesterday stating that both you and the Alabama legislature, 

because of m onetary consiaerations, believed that the state is 

unable to protect American c itizena and to maintain peace and 

order in a responsible manner without federal force a. 
' ,. 

Because the court order must be obeyed and the rights 

of American citizens protected, I intend to meet your request 

by providing federal assistance to perform normal police 

functions . 

s 
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I am calling into federal aervice ·selected units of 
~-- ~ 

• :.;,.... 'W 'Y 

the Alatiama National Cuard alid &lao will have available 

po lie'= uni ta from the regular Army to help you to meet your 

state 1-espon; i.bilities. These forces aliould be· adequate to 

asaure the rights of American citizens, pursuant to a federal 

court order, to walk peaceably · arid safely without injury or 

lo• a oi life frotn Selma to M.Qntgomery, Alabama. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

LBJ:NdeB. K:mf 

.. 
... 
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WA229 RX PD 

FAX MONTGOMERY ALA 19 136P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE \l/H ITE HO USE 

:; l 0 

• ' I , 

r 

( 
I< i 

./ 

'I , . r J ~- ~ r\ ! l 

11 I J~ I 

"- I I 

DEAR MR . PRESIDENT: ~ 

PERTINENT PORTIONS OF A RESOLUTION PASSED ON THIS DAY BY 

THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

"1. THAT THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA BE REQUESTED TO INFORM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

rs WILLING TO CALL THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THIS STATE TO STATE 

ACTIVE DUTY AT ANY TIME TO PROTECT THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF 

THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE; HOWEVER , THE PROPOSED MARCH FROM 

. ! 

( SELMA, ALABAMA, TO MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA, BY SO CALLED DEMONSTRATORS, 

( 
ALONG A U. s. HIGHWAY HAS BEEN ORDERED BY A FEDERAL COURT AND 

THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE 

USED TO PAY THE COST OF MOBILIZATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 

ALABAMA . FOR THIS REASON , AS WELL AS FOR THE REASONS 

HEREINAFTER SET FORTH , THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA rs 

UNWILLING TO RECOMMEND THAT THE GUARD BE CALLED . [4 of 15]
­
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( 
2. THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS NOT FINANCIALLY ABLE TO PAY 

( THE EXPENSES OF PROVIDING NECESSARY PROTECTION TO DEMONSTRATORS 

WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS STATE WHI CH SUPPORTS 

THE HUNDREDS OF NECESSARY SERV I CES TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE 

f AND WHICH REPRESENTS THE ONLY SOURCE OF FUNDS TO THIS STATE. 

( 

( 

( 

( 

' 

3. THAT FUTURE UNRESTRICTED ACTIVITIES OF SO-CALLED 

DEMONSTRATORS AS MAY OCCUR OR BE AUTHORIZED BY FUTURE FEDERAL 

COUR T ORDERS MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO 

DETERMINE THE COSTS WHICH WILL BE INCURRED TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE AND OF THE 

SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATORS. 

. . . 

4. THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE ARE 

FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO BEAR THE EXPENSE OF CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD TO STATE ACTIVE DUTY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, AND WE 

RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STA TE TO INFORM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF THIS FACT." 

MR . PRESIDENT, I AM WILLING TO DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO 

MAINTAIN PEACE AND ORDER, I NCLUDING CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD. HOWEVER , OUR STATE IS FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO 

BEAR THIS BURDEN. THEREFORE , I RESPECTFULLY INFOR M YOU THAT 

·' 
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I DO CONCUR VITH THE ACTION OF THE ALABARA LEGISLATURE. IT 

IS MT SINCERE PRAYER THAT LAV AND ORDER WILL PREVAIL. 

RE SPECTFtn.L Y 

GEORGE c WALLACE GOVERNOR or ALABAllJA. 

. ~ 

. ( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

( 

".>OJIO c-
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WA229 RX PD 

FAX MONTGOMERY ALA 19 136P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 1! 
RESOLUTION ~D ON THIS DAY BY 

DEAR MR . PRESIDENT: 

PERT INENT PORTIONS OF A 

THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

" 1. THAT THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA BE REQUESTED TO INFORM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

IS WILLING TO CALL THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THIS STATE TO STATE 

ACTIVE DUTY AT ANY TIME TO PROTECT THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF 

THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE; HOWEVER , THE PROPOSED MARCH FROM 

SELMA , ALABAMA, TO MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA , BY SO CALLED DEMONSTRATORS, 

ALONG A U. S. HIGHWAY HAS BEEN ORDERED BY A FEDERAL COURT AND 

THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE 

USED TO PAY THE COST OF MOBILIZATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 

ALABAMA . FOR THIS REASON , AS WELL AS FOR THE REASONS 

HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA IS 

UNWILLING TO RECOMMEND THAT THE GUARD BE CALLED . 
'10 Q -
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2 . THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS NOT FINANCIALLY ABLE TO PAY 

THE EXPENSES OF PROVIDING NECESSARY PROTECTION TO DEMONSTRATORS 

WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS STATE WHICH SUPPORTS 

THE HUNDREDS OF NECESSARY SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE 

AND WHICH REPRESENTS THE ONLY SOURCE OF FUNDS TO THIS STATE. 

3 . THAT FUTURE UNRESTRICTED ACTIVITIES OF SO- CALLED 

DEMONSTRATORS AS MAY OCCUR OR BE AUTHORIZED BY FUTURE FEDERAL 

COURT ORDERS MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO 

DETERMINE THE COSTS WHICH WILL BE INCURRED TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE AND OF THE 

SO- CALLED DEMONSTRATORS. 

4 . THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE ARE 

FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO BEAR THE EXPENSE OF CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD TO STATE ACTIVE DUTY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA , AND WE 

RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE TO INFORM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF THIS FACT." 

MR . PRESIDENT, I AM WILLING TO DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO 

MAINTAIN PEACE AND ORDER, INCLUDING CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD . HOWEVER , OUR STATE IS FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO 

BEAR THIS BURDEN. THEREFORE, I RESPECTFULLY INFORM YOU THAT 

v • 7 

' l 
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I DO CONCUR WITH THE ACTION OF THE ALABAMA LEGISLATURE . IT 

IS MY SINCERE PRAYER THAT LAW AND ORDER WILL PREVAIL . 

RESPECTFULLY 

GEORGE C WALLACE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA . 

I S 
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TELEGRAM 

-OJ4:e )illl~i±£ -.~Olt5.e 

The Honorable 
George Wallace 
Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery 1 Alabama 

~ aslringhnt 

March 20, 1965 

Responsibility for maintaining law and order in our 

federal system properly rests with state and local governments. 

On the basis of your public statements and your discussions _ 

. J~ ~· ~ W JA-r,...,_,:J.'t' ~ 
with me , I thought that you felt strongly ~ tlus reg&ro,, I was ~ 

A I\ • :,? 
surpris ed , therefore, when in yo{i'r t e legram of Thursda y you 

requested federal assistance in the performance of such funda-

mental state duties . Even more surprising was your telegram I 

of yesterday stating that both you and the Alabama legislature 
Y- .·, r r 

'""•..n~..-..1 .......... !.4,...,/-"' .... 4~ ~ ~) 
\-UP't.~ ;b ~ believed that the state i s unable to protect citizens and to main- " I •j 

tain peace and order in a responsible manner without federal 

force s . 

Because the court order must be obeyed a nd the rights 

of American citizens protected, I intend to meet your request 

by providing federal assistance to perform normal police 

functions . 
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March 19, 1965 

Dear Mr . President: 

Pertinent portions of a resolution passed on this day by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the State of Al abama are as follows: 

~
:1: 

11 1. the Governo r of Alabama be r equested to infor m the President 
of the nited States that the State of Al abama is willing to call the National 
Guarl of this State to active dut y at any time to protect the life and property 
of the people of this State ; however, the propo sed march from Selma, 
Alabama, to Montgome r y , Alabama, by so- called demonstrator s along a 
U. S . highway has been ordered by a Feder al court and the financial resources 
of the Federal Government should be used to pay the cost of~ 
~ mobilization of the National Guard of Alabama. For this 
reason as well as for the reasons hereinafter set forth the legislature of 
Alabama is unwilling to recommend that the Guard be called. 

112 . The State of Alabama is not financially able to pay the expenses 
providing necessary protection to demonstr a t ors without impai:ring the 
general fund of this state Kmix which supports the hundreds of necessary 
services to the people of our State and which represents the only source 
of funds to this State . 

113. That future unrestricted activities of so-call ed demcnstrator s as may 
occur or be authorized by future Federal court orders makes it impossible 
for the~ legisl ature to determine the costs which will be incurred 
to p r ovide for the safety and welfar e of the people of our State and of the so­
called demonstrators . 

114 . That fi is the opinion of the legislature that we a r e financially unal:ie 
to bear the expense of calling the Alabama National Guard to State active 
duty without jeopardizing the essential functions of the State of Alabama and 
we respectfully request the Governor of this State to inform the President 
of the United States of this fact . 11 

Mr. President, I am willing to do whatever is necessary to maintain peace 
and order including calling the Alabama National Guard. However, our 
State is financially unabl e to .>beex bear this burden. Therefore, I r espectfully 
inform you that I do cone ur with the action of the Alabama legislature. It is 
my sincere prayer that law and order will prevail. 

Respectfully, 

/sf George C. Wall ace 
Governor of Alabama 
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MR. PRESIDENT: 

Pertinent portions of a resolution passed on this day by the Senate 

and House of Representatives of the State of Alabama are as follows: 

"( 1) That the Governor of Alabama be requested to 

inform the President of the United States that the State of Alabama 

is willing to call the National Guard of this state to state active duty 

at any time to protect the life and property of the people of this 

state; however, the proposed march from Selma, Alabama to 

Montgomery, Alabama by so- called demonstrators along a U. S . 

highway has been ordered by a federal court and the financial 

resources of the federal government should be used to pay the cost 

of mobilization of the National Guard of Alabama. For this reason 

as well as for the reasons hereinafter set forth the Legislature of 

Alabama is unwilling to recommend that the Guard be called. 

"(2) The State of Alabama is not financially able to pay 

the expenses of providing necessary protection to demonstrators 

without impairing the general fund of this state which supports the 

hundreds of necessary services of our state and which represents 

the only source of funds to this state. 

"(3) That future and unrestricted activities of so-called 

demonstrators as may occur or be authorized by future federal 

court orders make it impossible for the Legislature to determine 

the ,cost which f ill be incurred to provide for the safety and welfare 

[12 of 15]
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of the people of our state and of the so-called demonstrators. 

11
( 4) That it is the opinion of the Legislature that 

we are financially unable to bear the expenses of calling the 

Alabama National Guard to state active duty without jeopardizing 

the essential functions of the state of Alabama and we respectfully 

request the Governor of this state to inform the President of the 

United States of this fact. 11 

Mr. President, I am willing to do whatever is 

necessary to maintain peace and order including calling the 

Alabama National Guard. However , our state is financially 

unable to bear this burden. Therefore, I respectfully inform 

you that I do concur with the action of the Alabama Legislature. 

It is my sincere prayer that law and order will prevail. 

Respectfully, George C. Wallace 

Governor of Alabama 

Received White House , Washington at 3:20p 
March 19, 1965 
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DE WTE 6F 

FROM !SR THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO THE PRESIDENT LBJ RANCH 

CITE WH50053 

UN CLAS 

WA229 RX PD 

FAX MONTGOMERY ALA 19 136P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

/ 6/f Ii .2 / /_j '7-

PERTINENT PORTIONS OF A RESOLUTION PASSED ON THIS DAY BY 

THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

"1. THAT THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA BE REQUESTED TO INFORM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

IS WILLING TO CALL THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THIS STATE TO STATE 

ACTIVE DUTY AT ANY TIME TO PROTECT THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF 

THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE; HOWEVER, THE PROPOSED MARCH FROM 

SELMA, ALABAMA, TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, BY SO CALLED DEMONSTRATORS, 

ALONG A U. S. HIGHWAY HAS BEEN ORDERED BY A FEDERAL COURT AND 

THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE 

USED TO PAY THE COST OF MOBILIZATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 

ALABAMA. FOR THIS REASON, AS WELL AS FOR THE REASONS 

HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA IS 

UNWILLING TO RECOMMEND THAT THE GUARD BE CALLED. 
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2~ THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS NOT FINANCIALLY ABLE TO PAY 

1HE EXPENSES OF PROVIDING NECESSARY PROTECTION TO DEMONSTRATORS 

WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS STATE WHICH SUPPORTS 

THE HUNDREDS OF NECESSARY SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE 

AND WHICH REPRESENTS THE ONLY SOURCE OF FUNDS TO THIS STATE. 

3. THAT FUTURE UNRESTRICTED ACTIVITIES OF SO-CALLED 

DEMONSTRATORS AS MAY OCCUR OR BE AUTHORIZED BY FUTURE FEDERAL 

COURT ORDERS MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO 

DETERMINE THE COSTS WHICH WILL BE INCURRED TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE AND OF THE 

SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATORS. 

4. THAT IT IS THE OPINION or THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE ARE 

FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO BEAR THE EXPENSE OF CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD TO STATE ACTIVE DUTY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, AND WE 

RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE TO INFORM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF THIS FACT." 

MR. PRESIDENT, I AM WILLING TO DO WHATEVER IS NECESSARY TO 

MAINTAIN PEACE AND ORDER, INCLUDING CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD. HOWEVER, OUR STATE IS FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO 

BEAR THIS BURDEN. THEREFORE, I RESPECTFULLY INFORM YOU THAT 

I DO CONCUR WITH THE ACTION OF THE ALABAMA LEGISLATURE. IT 

IS MY SINCERE PRAYER THAT LAW AND ORDER WILL PREVAIL. 

RESPECTFULLY 

GEORGE C WALLACE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA 

DTG: t9/2107Z 
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March 19, 1965 

The Honorable 
Jame• B.~en 
Lieutenatft- Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Your telegram telling of the State of Alabama 1 s 

financial inability to support the call- up of the Alabama 

~ECUTIYe <t t-: 

lf:..1,L ~// 

Sr I 

/11V13 

S rl /fl../ f-

S~fµ. 

National Guard ha• been received and ia in the Preaidett'a 

hand•. 

J aclt Valenti 
Special Aaaiatant to the Pre sident 

JV:mf 

J 

[1 of 19]
­



TELEGRAM 

The Honorable 
George Wallace 
Governor of Alabama 
Montgomery, Alabama 

'fil4£ ~qif£ ~OU5£ 
~nsqhrgfott 

March 20, 1965 

Responsibility for maintaining law and order in o:.ir 

federal system properly res ts with state and local governments . 

On the basis of your public statements and your discussions 

~~ with me , I thought that you felt strongly abo:.it this and had promised 

~'""\,\;~all necessary action in this regard . l was surprised , 

therefore , when in your telegram of Thursday you requested 

federal assistance in the performance of such fundamental state 

duties . Even more surprising was your telegram of yesterday 

stating that both you and the Alabama legislature , because of 

monetary considerations . believed that the state i s unable to protect Cv\.,Ui\4.U4-'-..i 

citizens and to maintain peace and order in a resp:msible manner 

without federal forces . 

Because the court order must be obeyed and the rights 

of American citizens protected . I intend to meet yo:.ir request 

by providing cl federal assistance to perform normal police 

functions . 

\ 
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XTII12 ~~it£ ~llU££ 
~aslrru.sfnlr 

- 2-

I am calling into federal service selected units of 

the Alabama National Guard and also will have available police 

units from the regular Army to help you to meet your state 

r esponsibilities . These forces should be adequate to assure 

the rights of American citizens , pursuant to a federal court .-: J ,,t 

v~-ttt--~~ ~- .nv1 o-v JJ~..-,...,:J "': ~,--e....J 
order, to walk peaceably and safely from Selma ! o Mpntgomery. 0~~ Q 

{\ ~~~ .. 
' 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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financial 
Your telegram telling of the state of Alabama ' s/inability 

to support the call-up of the Alabama National Gu~rd 

has been received and is in the President ' s hands . 

jv 
spec asst 
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Telegram from the Lieutenant Governor of Alabama - James B. Allen 

To the President: 

As President and presiding officer of the Alabama Senate I am 

today mailing to you official copies of the following Senate Joint Resolutions 

unanimously passed by the Legislature of Alabama on this 19th day of 

March, 1965. 

By Messrs: Adams, Allen, Bentley. Brannan, Carter, Clark, 

Cooper, Dumas, Eddins, Evans, Gilchrist, Givhan, Hammond, Hawkins, 

Hornsby, Horton, James, Lolley, Lowe , Mathews, McCain, McDow, Metcalf , 

Montgomery, Nichols, Oden, Reynolds, Roberts, Robison (Montgomery), 

Robison (Pickens), Shelton, Smith, Taylor, Tyson, Wilson and Lieutenant 

Governor Allen. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 28 

Whereas, after a period of ten weeks of continued agitation and 

demonstrations, led and directed by outsiders, a march by these agitators 

and demonstrators from Selma to Montgomery has been sanctioned by order 

of the Federal Court; 

Whereas, this march and the incidental activities of the agitators 

and demonstrators will place unusual and extreme demands on all law 

enforcement agencies of our state; 

Whereas, one of the purposes of demonstrations, agitiation 

and of this very March is to foment local disorder and strife among our 
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citizens; 

-2-

Whereas, the tension created could result in violence and bloodshed; 

Whereas, by the maintenance of law and order in Alabama 

we can best show to the world that Alabamians are a law-abiding and 

peace•loving people, amply able to solve every domestic problem by 

reasonable discussion and by the regular processed of government and in the 

courts; 

Whereas, our Governor has called upon every citizen to 

stay at home, away from the route of march and places where the demonstrators 

will go; 

Now therefore, be it resolved by the Senate, the House of 

Representatives concurring, that we hereby join the Governor of Alabama 

in calling upon every loyal citizen of the State, of every race, color, 

creed or persuasion, to stay at home or at his regular place of business ·­

as far removed from the line of march am demonstrations as possible ·­

until the risk of regrettable incidents which might occur in an atmosphere 

charged with tension has ceased. Let every one of our citizens act 

with the utmost restraint . 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 29 

Whereas, for the past ten weeks there have been a series of 

so-called demonstrations in Alabama which have taxed to the utmost the 

patience, training and ability of law enforcement authorities of this 

state, as well as local law enforcement officers, and 
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Whereas, a federal court has ordered that such demonstrations 

in the form of marches on public highways and streets of Alabama shoud be 

allowed, and 

Whereas, the federal court has recognized that there will 

be considerable burden imposed on the law enforcement agencies of the 

state of Alabama by the so .. called march from Selma to Montgomery, and the 

said Federal Court has been assured by the attorneys for the Department 

of Justice that if requested by the Governor of Alabama, the United States 

Government would provide police protection for the proposed march, and 

Whereas, the Governor of this state has requested by appropriate 

telegram that the United States Government furnish sufficient federal 

civil authorities or officers to provide for the safety and welfare of the 

citizens in and along the proposed march route and to provide for the safety 

and welfare of the marchers, and 

Whereas, the President of the United States was unwilling or 

unable to provide the requested civil authorities or officers but has stated 

that he would federalize the Alabama National Guard if the Governor of 

Alabama was unwilling or unable to call the Alabama National Guard, and 

Whereas, it is the considered judgment of the Legislature 

of Alabama that the Stale has insufficient financial resources to meet the 

indeterminable burden of the expense of activating a large contingency 

of National Guardsmen for an indefinite period of time to enforce a 

Federal Court Order, and 
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Whereas, the State has incurred tremendous additional 

expenses to date in our efforts to maintain law and order in all of the 

towns and cities where the so-call demonstrations have occurred. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Legislature of 

Alabama, both Houses concurring as follows: 

1. That the Governor of Alabama be requested to inform 

the President of the United States that the State of Alabama is willing 

to call the National Guard of this State to State Active Duty at anytime 

to protect the life and property of the people of this State; however, the 

proposed march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, Alabama, 

by so-called demonstrators, along a U. S. Highway has been sanctioned 

by a Federal Court and the financial resources of the Federal Government 

should be used to pay the cost of mobilization of the National Guard of 

Alabama. For this reason, as well as for the reasons hereinafter set 

forth, the Legislature of Alabama is unwilling to recommend that the 

Guard be called. 

2. The State of Alabama is not financially able to pay the 

expenses of providing necessary protection to demonstrators without 

impairing the general fund of this State which supports the hundreds 

of necessary services to the people of our State and which represents 

the only source of funds to this State. 

3 . That future unrestricted activities of so-called 
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demonstrators as may occur or be authorized by future Feder al Court 

orders makes i t impossible for the Legislature to determine the costs 

which will be incurred to provide for the safety and welfare of the 

people of our State and of the so- called dem onstrators. 

4. That it is the opinion of the Legislature that we are 

financially unable to bear the expense of calling the Alabama National 

Guard to State Active Duty without jeopardizing the essential functions 

of the State of Alabama and we respectfully request the Governor of 

this State to inform the Pr e sident of the United States of this fact . 

Jam es B. Allen 
Lt. Governor of Alabama 

March 19, 1965 
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WA270 PD 

MONTGOMERY ALA MAR 19 326P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

'4 

AS PRESIDENT AND PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE ALABA~A SENATE I AM 

TODAY MAILING TO YOU OFFICIAL COPIES OF THE FOLLOWING SENATE 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS UNANIMOUSLY PASSED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 

ALABAMA ON THIS THE 19TH DAY OF MARCH , 1965 . 

BY MESSRS : ADAMS , ALLEN, BENTLEY, BRANNAN , CARTER , CLARK , COOPER , 

DUMAS, EDD INS, EVANS , GILCHRIST, GIVHAN , HAMMOND , HAWKINS , 

HORNSBY, HORTON , JAMES, LOLLEY , LOWE , MATHEWS, MCCAIN, MCDOW, 

METCALF , MONTGOMERY , NICHOLS, ODEN , REYNOLDS, ROBERTS, ROBISON 

<MONTGOMERY) , ROBISON <PICKENS> , SHELTON, SMITH , TAYLOR , TYSON , 

WILSON AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ALLEN . 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO . 28 

WHEREAS , AFTER A PERIOD OF TEN WEEKS OF CONTINUED AGITATION 

AND DEMONSTRATIONS , LED AND DIRECTED BY OUTSIDERS, A MARCH 

BY THESE AGITATORS AND DEMONSTRATORS FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY 

HAS BEEN SANCTIONED BY ORDER OF THE FEDERAL COURT; 

WHEREAS, THIS MARCH AND THE INCIDENTAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 

I S 
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AGITATORS AND DEMONSTRATORS WI LL PLACE UNUSUAL AND EXTREME 

DEMANDS ON ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF OUR STATE; 

WHEREAS, ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF DEMONSTRATIONS, AGITATION 

AND OF THIS VERY MARCH rs TO FOMENT LOCAL DISORDER AND STRIFE 

AMONG OUR CITIZENS ; 

WHEREAS, THE TENSION CREATED COULD RESULT IN VIOLENCE 

AND BLOODSHED ; 

WHEREAS, BY THE MAINTENANCE OF LAW AND ORDER IN ALABAMA 

WE CAN BEST SHOW TO THE WORLD THAT ALABAMIANS ARE A LAW ABIDING 

AND PEACE LOVING PEOPLE, AMPLY ABLE TO SOLVE EVERY DOMESTIC 

PROBLEM BY REASONABLE DISCUSSION AND BY THE REGULAR PROCESSES 

OF GOVERNMENT AND IN THE COURTS; 

WHEREAS, OUR GOVERNOR HAS CALLED UPON EVERY CITIZEN TO 

STAY AT HOME , AWAY SROM THE ROUTE OF MARCH AND PLACES WHERE 

THE DEMONSTRATORS WILL GO; 

NOW THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE , THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, THAT WE HEREBY JOIN THE GOVERNOR 

OF ALABAMA I N CALLING UPON EVERY LOYAL CITIZEN OF THE STATE , 

OF EVER Y RACE , COLOR , CREED OR PERSUASION, TO STAY AT HOME 

OR AT HIS REGULAR PLACE OF BUSINESS- AS FAR REMOVED FROM THE 

I ! 
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LINE OF MARCH AND DEMONSTRA TI ONS AS POSSIBLE- UNTIL THE RISK 

OF REGRETTABLE I NCIDENTS WHICH MIGHT OCCUR I N AN ATMOSPHERE 

CHARGED WITH TENS ION HAS CEASED . LET EVERY ONE OF OUR CIT IZENS 

ACT WITH THE UTMOST RESTRA I NT . 

SENATE JOINT RESO LUT I ON NO . 29 

WHEREAS, FOR THE PAST TEN WEEKS THERE HAVE BEEN A SERIES OF 

SO- CALLED DEMONSTRAT I ONS IN ALABAMA WHI CH HAVE TAXED TO 

THE UTMOST THE PATIENCE, TRA INING AND AB ILITY OF LAW ENFORCE~ENT 

AUTHOR ITIES OF THIS STATE, AS WE LL AS LOCA L LAW ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICERS, AND 

WHEREAS , A FEDERAL COURT HAS ORDERED THAT SUCH DEMONSTRAT IONS 

IN THE FORM OF MARCHES ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND STREETS OF ALABAMA 

SHOULD BE ALLOWED , AND 

WHEREAS, THE FEDERAL COURT HAS RECOGNIZED THAT THE~E WILL 

BE CONSIDERABLE BURDEN IMPOSED ON THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA BY THE SO- CALLED MARCH FRO~ SELMA TO 

MONTGOMER Y, AND THE SAID FEDERAL COURT HAS BEEN ASSURED BY 

THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE THAT IF REQUESTED 

BY THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA , THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WOULD 

PROV IDE POLICE PROTECTION FOR THE PROPOSED MARCH , AND 

I ! 
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WHEREAS, THE GOVERNOR OF THI S STATE HAS REQUESTED BY APPRO PRIATE 

TELEGRAM THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVE RNMENT FURNI SH SUFFICIENT 

FEDERAL CIVIL AUTHORITI ES OR OFFICERS TO PROVIDE FOR THE SA FETY 

AND WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS IN AND ALO NG THE PROPO SED MARCH 

ROUTE AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE MARCHERS , 

AND 

WHEREAS, THE PRESI DENT OF THE UN ITED STATES WA S UNWILLING 

OR UNA BL E TO PROVIDE THE REQUESTED CIVIL AUTHO RITIES OR OFFICERS 

BUT HA S STATED THAT HE WOULD FEDERALIZE THE ALABAMA NATIONAL 

GUARD IF THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA WAS UNW ILLI NG OR UNABLE TO 

CALL THE ALABAMA NATI ONAL GUARD , AND 

WHEREAS, IT IS THE CONSI DERED J UDGMENT OF THE LEG I SLATURE 

OF ALABAMA THAT THE STATE HAS INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

TO MEET THE INDETERM INAB LE BURDEN OF THE EXPENSE OF AC TIVA TI~ 

A LARGE CONTINGENC Y OF NATIONAL GUARDSMEN FOR AN I NDEFINITE 

PER IOD OF TIME TO ENFORCE A FEDERAL COURT ORDER , AND 

WHEREAS , THE STATE HAS INCURRED TREMENDOUS ADD ITI ONAL 

EXPENSES TO DA TE I N OUR EFFO RTS TO MA I NTAIN LAW AND ORDER IN 

ALL OF THE TOWNS AND CITIES WHERE THE SO-CALLE D DEMONSTRATIONS 

HAVE OCCURRED. 

'---
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NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA , 

BOTH HOUSES CONCURRING AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . THAT THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA BE REQUESTED TO INFORM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

IS WILLING TO CALL THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THIS STATE TO STATE 

ACTIVE DUTY AT ANY TIME TO PROTECT THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF 

THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE; HOWEVER , THE PROPOSED MARCH FROM SELMA , 

ALABAMA , TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA , BY SO- CALLED DEMONSTRATORS , 

ALONG A U. S. HIGHWA Y HAS BEEN SANCTIONED BY A FEDERAL COURT 

AND THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD 

BE USED TO PAY THE COST OF MOBILIZATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 

ALABAMA . FOR THIS REASON , AS WELL AS FOR THE REASONS HEREINAFTER 

SET FORTH, THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA IS UNWILLING TO RECOMMEND 

THAT THE GUARD BE CALLED. 

2 . THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS NOT FINANCIALLY ABLE TO PAY THE 

EXPENSES OF PROVIDING NECESSARY PROTECTION TO DEMONSTRATORS 

'NITHOUT IMPAIR ING THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS STATE WHICH SUPPORTS 

THE HUNDREDS OF NECESSARY SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE 

AND WHICH REPRESENTS THE ONLY SOURCE OF FUNDS TO THIS STATE . 

3 . THAT FUTURE UNRESTRICTED ACT IVITIES OF SO- CALLED DEMONSTRATORS 

' $ 
'- -

I $ 

L. -
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AS MAY OCCUR OR BE AUTHORIZED BY FUTURE FEDERAL COURT ORDERS 

MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO DETERMINE THE COSTS 

WHICH WILL BE INCURRED TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE 

OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE AND OF THE SO- CALLED DEMONSTRATORS. 

4 . THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE ARE 

FINANCIALLY UNA BLE TO BEAR THE EXPENSE OF CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD TO STATE ACTIVE DUTY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND WE RESPECTFULLY 

REQUEST THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE TO INFORM THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF THIS FACT 

JAMES B ALLEN LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA . 

I ! 
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.r TELEGRAM FOLLOWS FROM LT GOV OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA: 

WA270 PD 

MONTGOMERY ALA MAR 19 326P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

AS PRESIDENT AND PRESIDING OFFICER OF THE ALABAMA SENATE 

I AM TODAY MAILING TO YOU OFFICIAL COPIES OF THE FOLLOWING 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS tJNANUJOUSLY PASSED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 

ALABAMA ON THIS THE 19TH DAY OF MARCH, 1965. 

BY MESSRS: ADAMS, ALLEN, BENTLEY, BRANNAN, CARTER, CLARK, 

COOPER, DUMAS, EDDINS, EVANS, GILCHRIST, GIVHAN, HAMMOND, 

HAWKINS, HORNSBY, HORTON, JAMES, LOLLEY, LOWE, MATHEWS, 

MCCAIN, MCDOW, METCA~F, MONTGOMERY, NICHOLS, ODEN, REYNOLDS, 

ROBERTS, ROBISON CMONTGOMERY>, ROBISON CPICKENS>, SHELTON, 

SMITH, TAYLOR, TYSON, WILSON AND LIETUTENANT GOVERNOR ALLEN. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 28 

PAESERVAT\ON COPY 
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. ' ' WHEREAS, AFTER A PERIOD OF TEN WEEKS OF CONTINUED AGITATION 
~ . . . " . 

AND DEMONSTRATIONS, LED AND DIRECTED BY OUTSIDERS, A MARCH 

BY THESE AG ITATROS AND DEMONSTRATORS FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY 

HAS BEEN SANCTIONED BY ORDER OF THE FEDERAL COURT; 

WHEREAS, THIS MARCH AND THE INCIDENTAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 

AGITATORS AND DEMONSTRATORS WILL PLACE UNUSUAL AND EXTREME 

DEMANDS ON ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF OUR STATE; 

WHEREAS, ONE OF THE PURPOSES OF DEMONSTRATIONS, AGITATION 

AND OF THIS VERY MARCH IS TO FOMENT LOCAL DISORDER AND STRIFE 

AMONG OUR CITIZENS; 

WHEREAS, THE TENSION CREATED COULD RESULT IN VIOLENCE 

AND BLOODSHED; 

WHEREAS, BY THE MAINTENANCE OF LAW AND ORDER IN ALABAfllA 

WE CAN BEST SHOW TO THE WORLD THAT ALABAMIANS ARE A LAW ABIDING 

AND PEACE LOVING PEOPLE, AMPLY ABLE TO SOLVE EVERY DOMESTIC 

PROBLEM BY REASONABLE DISCUSSION AND BY THE REGULAR PROCESSES. 

OF GOVERNMENT AND IN THE COURTS; 

WHEREAS, OUR GOVERNOR HAS CALLED UPON EVERY CITIZEN TO 

STAY AT HOME, AWAY FROflJ THE ROUTE OF MARCH AND PLACES WHERE 

THE DEMONSTRATORS WILL GO; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, THAT WE HEREBY JOIN THE GOVERNOR 

OF ALABAMA IN CALLING UPON EVERY LOYAL CITIZEN OF THE .STATE, 

OF EVERY RACE, COLOR, CREED OR PERSUASION, TO STAY AT HOME 

OR AT HIS REGULAR PLACE OF BUSINESS-AS FAR REMOVED FROM THE 

LINE OF MARCH AND DEMONSTRATIONS AS POSSIBLE-UNTIL THE RISK 

OF REGRETTABLE INCIDENTS WHICH MIGHT OCCUR IN AN ATMOSPHERE 

CHARGED WITH TENSION HAS CEASED. LET EVERY ONE OF OUR CITIZENS 

ACT WITH THE UTMOST RESTRAINT. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NR. 29 

WHEREAS, FOR THEPAST TEN WEEKS THERE HAVE BEEN A SERIES OF 

SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATIONS IN ALABAMA WHICH KAVE TAXED TO 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

PRESERVAT10N COPY 
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• fHE UTMOST THE PATIENCE, TRAINING AND ABILITY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT . . . . . . 
AUTHORITIES OF THIS STATE, AS WELL AS LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ~ 

OFFICERS, AND 

WHEREAS, A FEDERAL COURT HAS ORDERED THAT SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS 

IN THE FORM OF MARCHES ON PUBLIC HIGHWAYS AND STREETS OF ALABAMA 

SHOULD BE ALLOWED, AND 

WHEREAS, THE FEDERAL COURT HAS RECOGNIZED THAT THERE WILL 

BE CONSIDERABLE BURDEN IMPOSED ON THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA BY THE SO-CALLED MARCH FROM SELMA TO 

MONTGOMERY, AND THE SAID FEDERAL COURT HAS BEEN ASSURED BY 

THE ATTORNEYS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE THAT IF REQUESTED 

BY THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT WOULD 

PROVIDE POLICE PROTECTION FOR THE PROPOSED MARCH, AND 

WHEREAS, THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE HAS REQUESTED BY APPROPRIATE 

TELEGRAM THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FURNISH SUFFICIENT 

FEDERAL CIVIL AUTHORITIES OR OFFICERS TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY 

AND WELFARE OF THE CITIZENS IN AND ALONG THE PROPOSED MARCH 

ROUTE AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE MARCHERS, 

ANO 

WHEREAS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WAS UNWILLING 

OR UNABLE TO PROVIDE THE REQUESTED CIVIL AUTHORITIES OR OFFICERS 

BUT HAS STATED THAT HE WOULD FEDERALIZE. THE ALABAMA NATIONAL 

GUARD IF THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA WAS UNWI~LING OR UNABLE TO 

CALL THE ALABAMA NATIONAL GUARD, AND 

WHEREAS, IT IS THE CONSIDERED JUDGMENT OF THE LEGISLATURE 

OF ALABAMA THAT THE STATE HAS INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL RESOURCES 

TO MEET THE INDETERMINABLE BURDEN OF THE EXPENSE OF ACTIVATING 

A LARGE CONTINGENCY OF NATIONAL GUARDSMEN FOR AN INDEFINITE 

PERIOD OF TIME TO ENFORCE A FEDEAL COURT ORDER, AND 

WHEREAS, THE STATE HAS INCURRED TREMENDOUS ADDITIONAL 

EXPENSES TO DATE IN OUR EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER IN 

ALL OF THE TOWNS AND CITIES WHERE THE SO-CALL DEMONSTRATIONS 

PRESERVATION COPY 
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~ ~ l:lA~E OCCURRED • 

... ~.NOW·; · THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALAMIA., _ 

BOTH HOUSES CONCURRING AS FOLLOWS: 

1. THAT THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA BE REQUESTED TO INFORM 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THAT THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

IS WILLING TO CALL THE NATIONAL GUARD OF THIS STATE TO STATE 

ACTIVE DUTY AT ANY TIME TO PROTECT THE LIFE AND PROPERTY OF 

THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE; HOWEVER, THE PROPOSED MARCH FROM SELMA, 

ALABAMA, TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, BY SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATORS, 

ALONG A U.S. HIGHWAY HAS BEEN SANCTIONED BY A FEDERAL COURT 

AND THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD 

BE USED TO PAY THE COST OF MOBILIZATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD OF 

ALABAMA. FOR THIS REASON, AS WELL AS FOR THE REASONS HEREINAFTER 

SET FORTH, THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA IS UNWILLING TO RECOMMEND 

THAT THE GUARD BE CALLED. 

2. THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS NOT FINANCIALLY ABLE TO PAY THE 

EXPENSES OF PROVIDING NECESSARY PROTECTION TO DEMONSTRATORS 

WITHOUT IMPAIRING THE GENERAL FUND OF THIS STATE WHICH SUPPORTS 

THE HUNDREDS OF NECESSARY SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE . OF OUR STATE 

AND WHICH REPRESENTS THE ONLY SOURCE OF FUNDS TO THIS STATE. 

3. THAT FUTURE UNRESTRICTED ACTIVITIES OF SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATORS 

AS MAY OCCUR OR BE AUTHORIZED BY FUTURE FEDERAL COURT ORDERS 

MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO DETERMINE THE COSTS 

WHICH WILL BE INCURRED TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE 

OF TKE PEOPLE OF OUR STATE AND OF THE SO-CALLED DEMONSTRATORS. 

4. THAT IT IS THE OPINION OF THE LEGISLATURE THAT WE ARE 

FINANCIALLY UNABLE TO BEAR THE EXPENSE OF CALLING THE ALABAMA 

NATIONAL GUARD TO STATE ACTIVE DUTY WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING THE 

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS OF THE STATE OF ALALBAMA AND WE RESPECTFULLY 

REQUEST THE GOVEfjNOR OF THIS STATE TO INFORM THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF THIS FACT 

~AMES B ALLEN LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA 

DTG 19/235 9Z MAR 65 

p c ~ 

------------------- - .-.._------------~----~-----£.__ __ _.............. ____ ~------~----------· 
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SPIVACK FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

WATCH ON THE POTOMAC 

By Robert G. Spivack 

LBJ's Middle Way 

Disp. 3/19 

WASHINGTON 

g' 

I 

Be fore peace returns to Alabama it may yet be necessary for 

Preside nt Johnson to send Fede ral troops to occupy portions of the 

state. But if that happens it will be a last resort, and it will 

not be done until every other honorable alternative has been ex­

hausted. 

Until the President d e monstrated that he had assumed full com­

mand of the fight for equal rights in his remarkable Saturday after­

noon press conEerence, following his meeting with Gov. Wallace, the 

demands for use of Federal troops h a d become insistent and quite 

unple asant. 

A promine nt white Washington cle rgyman said that civil rights 

l e aders were losing patience with the Pre sident. There was anger 

expressed over his waiting for six days afte r the Selma violence 

to announce his voting rights program. Although he and Mrs. Johnson 

had been in touch with the widow of the Rev. James Reeb and had even 

s e nt a plane to e scort her to Wyoming, there was talk that LBJ was 

still at heart a Southerner, a Texan, and that he could not under­

stand the pain and anxiety of what had happened in Alabama. 

Pickets outside the White Hous e carried signs which read, "LBJ, 

Just You Wait, See What Happe ns in '68" and "Wallace, Go Home and 

Take Lyndon With You." 

Such was the anger and the impatie nce , understandable enough 

b e cause this Administration does not dramatize through publicity 

gimmicks e ach move the Pre sident makes or every step he intends to 

take . 
0 0 0 

Preside nt Johnson is not the first to experience such criti-

cism. 

During the war and before World War II Franklin D. Roosevelt 

also suffered the taunts of men of little faith. He was not moving 

fast enough, they said. He was afraid of the Chicago Tribune and 

the Ame rican isolationists. That was before Pearl Harbor. 

, (more) 
&·1 . A ~· 
tro".. • ' ~ "1 rG sent to ""' 'j / 
Cain.·& .. 1 ..1. t.::i .,.;..; r;;t _ ___ :~ 4" 
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SPIVACK LBJ's Middl e Way - 2 

After we were in the war, virtually unprepared and disarmed, 

there were those who angrily called for opening of a second front 

to relieve the pressure on the Russians. And others objected to 

his deals with semi-fascists like Admiral Darlan and his temporizing 

with the Vichyites as he sought to bolster the Mediterranean area. 

Those protests, also , were understandable arrl they were made 

by good but angry men. But FDR used language similar to that of 

LBJ; they would not be stampeded or b lackjacked into action whose 

consequences might have p lunged us into even great er disaster than 

confronted the nation a t the time. 
I) 

Why , though , does the President hesitate to send troops at the 

first sign of conflict? The answer is that he believes that the 

Wallaces and 0 Alabama Al'1 Lingos are making their last desperat e 

effort to stem the tide of social progre ss and justice. 

He believes that even in Alabama, where the voices of modera­

tion have been silent for so long that there are decent white men 

and realistic white men who understand which way the battle goes. 

He knows that George Wallace , demagogic as he has been, understands 

who holds the trump cards. 

But more t han that Mr. Johnson believes he would foreclose the 

chance of getting Al abama 's moderates ever to speak up if he de­

clares war on t he state by sending in troops first and without th e 

utmost provocation. Then those who dare d speak up for racial 

equality would be worse than ''rat finks," they would be traitors to 

the Southern ticause." There would be not just a few weeks but a 

decade of new conflict and undoubted bloodshed • 

• 0 

The President's middle way may not work and he understands the 

gambl e he is taking. But those who have spoken with him, including 

the civil rights clergymen, know that he means it when he says, "I 

have plotted my course" and whether Wallace "agrees or not that law 

and order will prevail in Alabama, that people will be -- their 

rights to peaceful assembly will be preserved and that their consti­

tutional rights will be protected ." 

(c) 1965 Publishers Newspaper Syndicate 
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WA286 PD 

WASHINGTON DC MAR 19 445P EST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

.. 6 57 

DEAR MR PRESIDENT WE WHO HAVE COME FROM AROUND THE NATION TO 

MAINTAIN A SYMBOLIC VIGIL AT THE WHITE HOUSE SPONSORED BY THE 

STUDENT NON VIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE SHALL MAINTAIN 
~ 

THIS VIGIL UNTIL THE PEOPLE MARCHING FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY 

HAVE REACHED THEIR DESTINATION . AS REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE CONSCIENCE OF THE NATION WE ADDRESS TO YOU THE FOLLOWING 

CE , L· ES 

I S 

[1 of 2]
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QUESTIONS: 

1 . WHY DID YOU PERMIT A RECURRENCE OF THE SELMA TYPE 

BRUTALITY IN ALABAMA ONLY FOUR DAYS AFTER TELLING GOVERNOR WALLACE 

THAT IT "MUST NOT BE REPEATED . " 

2 . WHAT PROVISIONS HAVE YOU MADE FOR FEDERAL SUPER-

VISION OF THE FEDERALIZED ALABAMA MILITIA AND AT WHAT POI~T WILL 

THEY BE CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY? WE BELIEVE THEY SHOULD BE 

DEPLOYED WELL BEFORE THE MARCH BEGINS, AND THAT THE ATTORNEY 

GENERAL SHOULD DIRECT THEM PERSONALLY. 

j 3 . WHAT PROVISIONS BEEN MADE FOR NEW ELECTIONS IN 

AREAS WHERE FEDERAL REGISTRARS WILL BE INVOLVED UNDER THE 

NEW VOTING RIGHTS BILL WHEN IT IS PASSED? WE BELIEVE NEW 

ELECTIONS MUST BE HELD, SINCE THE NECESSITY FOR FEDERAL 

REGISTRARS PROVES THAT PAST ELECT IONS WERE HELD IN A 

DISCRIMINATORY MANNER . RESPECTFULLY YOURS 

RALPH FEATHERSTONE SNCC STAFF JIM MONSONIS SNCC STAFF 
x K 

LESTER MCKINNEY SNCC STAFF FOR THE STUDENTS OF THE VIGIL. 
I-.. 

')O c I 
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FAX SELMA ALA 18 820P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE r:C USE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

WITH REGARD TO THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE :·~ IDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, PROVIDING A PLAN 

FOR THE SO- CALLED MARCH FROM SELMA, ALABAMA TO MONTGOMERY, 

ALABAMA, THE ~EPARTMENT OF P~BLIC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF 

UECUTIVE 

flu ;i /..s ,L I 

ALABAMA ADV ISES ME THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL lJJ ILL BE REQUIRED 

.. . 

. ' 

·. 
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IN ORDER TO PROVIDE MAX IMUM SECURITY FOR THE MARCH: 

6,171 MEN; 489 VEHICLES; 15 BUSSES, NOT INCLUDING 

SUPPORT UNITS. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA HAS AVAILABLE 300 STATE TROOPERS 

AND APPROXIMATELY 150 OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSERVATION AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL DEPARTMENT 

FOR USE I N ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL COURT. 

I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE UNITED STATES PROVIDE 

SUFFICIENT FEDERAL CIVIL AUTHORITIES OR OFFICERS TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE SAFETY AND ~ELFARE OF CITIZENS IN AND ALONG THE 

.. . 
'• 

·. 

. '1 
i 

.J 

0·~ '-
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"I - .. 

PROPOSED ii1ARCH ROUTE AND TO PROV IDE FOR THE S.l\FETY AND 

WELFAR E OF THE MAR CHERS. OFFICIALS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF ALP. BA:•lA ARE AVAILAB LE TO 

CONFER WITH YOUR APPROPRIATE AGENCY. THE APPROPR IATE LIAISON 

OFFICERS BEI NG CAPTAIN W. B. PAINTER, DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY, MONTGOt·lERY, ALABAMA. 

RESPECTFULLY 

GEORGE C WALLACE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA. 

.. . 

. ~ 

'-
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FAX SELMA ALA 18 820? CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

WITH REGARD TO THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, PROVtDI~G A PLAN 

FOR THE SO-CALLED MARCH FROM SELMA, ALABAMA TO MONTGOMSRY, 

ALABAMA, THE DEPARTMENT OF PU.BL IC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF 

ALABAMA ADV I SES ME THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL T.!IILL BE REQUIRED 

.. 

. . 

·• 
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FAX SELMA AL A 18 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR ~R . PRESIDENT: 

~ ITH REGARD TO THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE MIDDLE DI STRI CT OF AL ABAMA , PROVi Dit\G A PLAN 

FOR THE SO- CA LLED MARCH FROM SELMA , ALABAMA TO MONTGOMSRY , 

ALABAMA , THE DEPARTMENT OF PU.BL I C SAFETY OF THE STATE OF 

ALABAMA ADV I SES ME THAT T HE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL ~ILL BE REQUIRED 

. " 
. . 

·. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE f-. • II -2 I 

WASHINGTON 

c'"" o 'j 
March 18, 1965 

/ •Soc:'"' fc/ COMn ,,.,· '/ ;/ 
TeAt> .. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Jack Valenti 

Attached is a statement which was to accompany the 
torch brought from New York by the Freedom runners. 
The group which sponsored the runners and prepared 
the statement is the,f-dult Volunteer Service Corps of 
ACT in New York. We received this statement today. 

When I received the torch, the runners requested that 
the President light it. I thanked them and told them their 
message would be conveyed to the President. We have 
heard nothing from them, or anyone else, to my knowledge, 
since I received the torch about 6:20 P . M . on Tuesday, 
March 16. 

Here are some possible alternatives we might follow : 

1. Take no action and if any inquiry is made, 
say the torch and the message were given to 
the President. 

2 . Have the President light the torch after the 
1965 Voting Rights Act is passed and signed 
by him. 

3 . We might say, if asked, that the President is 
keeping the torch and has not announced what 
he plans to do with it. 

4 . The President could light the torch at any time. 

Clifford L. Alexander, Jr . 

Attachments 
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A MESSAGE TO THE FRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATF.S 

March 16, 1965 

Mr. President, we present this unlit freedom torch in protest to the atrocities 

which have been perpetrated on the citizens in Selma, Alabama, and also in a 

demonstration of massive unity and support with Negroes throughout the South 

in their struggl e to exercise one of their basic and paramount civil rights --

the right to register a.rd vote. 

We, the Adult Volunteer Service Corps of the Associated Community Teams , along 

with many supporters of our young freedan runners, started this historic relay 

marathon from the George Washington Bridge with an unlit torch. At the other 

end of this Island of Intrigue, New York City, there stands a lady with a 

welcoming torch of hope and liberty for millions who have come from foreii;n 

shores seeking human f ulf j],lment. 

The invitation sent out by this lady reads as follows: 

Nor LIKE THE IRAZEN GIANT OF GREEK FAME 
WITH CONQUERING LIMB ASTRIDE FRCM LAND TO LAND 
HF.RE AT OUR SF.A WASH SUNSET GATE 
SHALL STAND A MIGHTY WOMAN WITH A TCRCH WHOSE 
FLAME IS THE IMHtISONED LIGHTNING 
AND Hm NA..~, MOTHER OF EXILES. 
FRGI Hm BEACON HAND GLGlS WORLD wrDE WELCOME 
HER MILD EYES CQ\tMMID THE AIR !RIDGED HARB<E 
THAT TWIN CITIES FP..AME 
KEEP ANCIENT LANDS YOOR STCRIED PCMP. CRIED SHE, WITH 
SILENT LIPS 
GIVE ME Ya.JR TmED, Ya.JR P<XR 
YOUR HUDDLED MASSES YEARNING TO IRF.ATHE FREE 
THE WRETCHED REFUGEE OF YOUR TEEMING SHORE, 
SEND THESE, THE HCl1ELESS, TEMPEST TOSSED TO ME 
I LIFT MY LAMP B&SIDE THE GOLDEN DOCR. 

Sir, when we started out on this long and dark marathon, we, the Negroes in 

this country did not have a lighted torch. Whatever flicker of liberty the 
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Negro has had in this country has been extinguished by the assassins of the 

many soldiers for freedom such as Med.gar Evers, Mack Parker, John F. Kennedy, 

and our most recent , the Reverend J. Reeb. Whatever ray of light the Negro 

might have had has been put out by the flagrant disobedience of human laws 

by elected officials who choose to be elected by a selected group of t heir 

constituency. 

Secondly, we come in support of the legislative proposals which you presented to 

the joint- session of Congress last evening. We, too, believe that our Federal 

Government must now take measures to insure that every citizen is allowed to 

exercise his basic constitutional right to vote. 

We, theref or e, appeal to you, Mr. President, as our highest executive of 

this nation and the pace setter of the free world, to use the influence of 

your off ice so that, indeed, t he dream will become a fact - - WE SHALL OVERCrnE. 

Mach 16, 196.5 

Ethel M. George, Chairman 
Adult Volunteer Service Corps 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 16 , 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr . Jack Valenti 

As you may have heard, a group of runners are carrying an 
unlit torch from Har lem to Washington. They are part of the 
Adult Volunteer Service Corps of Associated Community Teams, 
financed by the President ' s Committee on Juvenile Delinquency, 
and now related to our poverty program. 

It is their hope to bring the torch to the White House for lighting 
and presentation to the President. Then they will visit their Cong ­
ressman, Adam Clayton Powell. 

The torch carriers have a message which I have been informed 
is supportive of the President ' s position. The group will probably 
arrive sometime about 6 : 00 P . M . this evening. When I have more 
definite word, I will let you know. 

Here are some of the alternatives we might follow: 

If 1. Permit the group to quickly present their message to 
the President. 

TI 2. Have the runners present the message to me to convey 
to the President in the Rose Garden. 

If 3. Have the message for the President given to me in my 
office. 

1--14. I could receive the message outside of the gate in front 

MR 
nf thP White House. 

PRESIDENT 

!
I r ecommend that Cliff Al exander ' s 
suggestions be car~ied out. 

He (Alexander) is in good stead wirh 
the Negro poli tical leadership in 
New York. 

jv 

I 
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If 5. Have them convey the message the best way they can 
without a White House representative meeting them. 

I would suggest we follow Alternatives 2, 3 or 4 . 

Clifford L . Alexander, Jr . 
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