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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE Fle
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230 @
LRSIV

September 15, 1965

HU 2/5T5
- 1}’/ Koo Jv{.iw
MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE JOSEPH CALIFANO F&¢0 / Taoh FolL
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT ‘Q"”"‘I'?
,,_,z;:

Enclosed is a summary illustrating the types of projects which are still
being expedited as a result of the Task Force's efforts, Ramsey Clark
feels that we should avoid giving a detailed listing of the projects at
this time because several important ones are still under discussion,

The most critical of these is the proposal by the Department of
Agriculture relating to forestry work, This proposal could result in

a significant number of jobs, and this would require a large amount

of money (perhaps as much as $15 - $20 million). However, a number

of ecritical policy issues remain to be resolved.

The extension of school lunches to needy children in Los Angeles County
is a project the Task Force would like to see expedited. About 30,000
very needy children attending 126 City schools and schools in 18 County
districts are involved. In 44 of the 126 schools in the Los Angeles
school district and in several schools in the County district, there
are no facilities to handle a school lunch program, Thus, it would be
necessary to undertake a significant amount of new construction, It

is estimated that during the first two years, the cost of constructing
facilities and acquiring kitchen equipment would amount to about $2
million., The annual cost of the free meals for the 30,000 children would
be about $1 million. Thus, the program would involve an annual outlay
of about $3 million,

The State of California and the Los Angeles County and City governments
have stated that they have no funds to meet any part of the $3 million
which would be required. On the basis of the formula contained in the
National School Lunch Act, the State of California got an apportionment
of over $6 million of school lunch program funds for 1964-65. They
feel that no portion of this amount could be allocated to Los Angeles
County.

Thus, we believe that the forestry program and the school lunch program

are two projects which could be of considerable assistance to poor
families in the Los Angeles area,
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involve the poor in full partieipation in
the life of the community

better every man's treatment of his fellow man,
The task ahead is a great and difficult ocne. I
will bend all my resolve and power to its achieyg?ent.
But the task is not one for the governments alon;,
federal, state, or local, It is a task to which
each citizen must devote his life. [f;r "Justice
in the life and conduct of the state is possible only
as first it resides in the hearts and souls of the
citizens," So I ask each of you to look into your
heart and soul to see for yourself whether you do
treat your fellow man justly, as a man, and as you

would have him treat you,
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