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REFERRAL /96-
To: The Secretary of Agriculture Date: May 22, 1968

ACTION REQUESTED

— Drait reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.
¢ NOTE

— Memorandum for use as enclosure to

reply. — .
Prompt action is essential.

X Direct reply. If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,

Furnlsh Silormaion. Gopy: please telephone the undersigned immediately,

Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:
Description:
X Letter: Telegram: Other: )&,{Z" 4 /g' x/(ﬂ.ﬂé'wwré

To: The President

From: Myrs, Gordon B. esmond, President, Federation of Homemakers, 927 North
Date:  5/19/68 Stuart St, Arlington, Virginia 22203

Subject: Urging Presidential support for The Federal Pesticide Control Act
(S. 2057 and H.R. 11846)
—
| By direction of the President: RECEIVED
MAY 2 3 1968
CENTRAL FILES
Whitney Shoemaker
rah Assistant to the President - »» - --

(White House File Copy)
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Dear Mr, Crompton:
President Johnson asked me to acknowledge
your letter. He appreciates your interest in
letting him have your views in support of
the legislation you mention,
SM,;
Whitney Shoemaker
Asgsistant to the President
Mr, C, F, Crompton
20 Birchhill Drive
Whippany, New Jersey 07981
JR:de
A
‘ o IUETR 3
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The Shocking

{
A AR S

BY CHARLES H. PERCY
U. 8. Senator from Hlinois

éﬂ_‘_&c’.eﬁ / { veta_d.(, /

Case of the M-16

The Senator says our Vietnam Gls are fighting with inferior rifles —

because they now can’t get enough models of the gun they used to hate

weeks ago shocked at the discovery
that the Viet Cong carry better rifles
than many of the soldiers on our side.

This was not only a conclusion I
personally had reached; a high military
official there also admitted it to me.

There simply aren’t enough of our
sophisticated, -new M-16 rifles 1o go
around. As a result, many of the
South Vietnamese and South Koreans
have been fighting with World War 11
vintage rifles.

During the siege of Saigon re-
cently, our newspapers carried pic-
tures showing South Vietnamese troops
trying to defend themselves with
Browning Automatic rifles, a weapon
used by some of our troops in Europe
as long ago as World War 1.

On the other hand, the Viet Cong
were using the AK-47, the Chinese

I came back from Vietnam a few

American’ fmo;:s using the once-maligned M 16 rifle in action against the Viet Cong.

copy of the standard Soviet infantry
weapon. Actually, the AK-47 is a
cross between a rifle and sub-machine
gun. It weighs only ten pounds and
can fire a clip of thirty rounds in three
seconds.

One American soldiersaid: “When
the enemy has an AK-47, he's not just
a sniper — he's a machine gunner. He
can tie up an entire company.”

Two years ago, only

Not enough :
a few enemy soldiers
M-16s for . X
were equipped with
all our men

the AK-47. Now the
rifle 1s standard
equipment for the North Vietnamese
regulars and the Viet Cong.

A hall million American soldiers
are in Vietnam. There are 600,000
South Vietnamese soldiers, 45,000
South Koreans and a sprinkling of

other allies. But there are reportedly
about 175,000 M-16s in Vietnam.
Only one manufacturer makes the
M-16. Thismanufacturer, Colt Indus-
tries, is producing about 27,500 a
month, its maximum capacity.

At Colt, there have been strikes
and work stoppages. It has been, in
effect, **business as usual’” — despite
the fact that Colt is responsible as a
single-source supplier for much of our
weaponry in Vietnam. The Johnson
Administration must share much of
the blame, for it refused to invoke pro-
visions of the Taft-Hartley law to get
Colt workers back to the job of making
more M-16s.

The critical shortage of M-16s was
heightened by Colt’s sale of 20,300
M-16 type guns to Singapore, a sale
for which delivery had been arranged
to be made right now. These rifles

UAM

We need more M-16s, and fast, says Senator Pm

[50f6] -



could equip an entire division of Amer-
ican or allied troops.

When I returned from Vietnam in
January, I called for the immediate
establishment of a second source of
supply. Two Congressional commit-
tees have stressed the urgent need for
this, too, but our clumsy procurement
machinery does not contemplate a
second source beginning delivery be-
fore August of 1969!

I believe that as long as we have
to fight in Vietnam, American and
allied troops must be given the equip-
ment to fight as effectively as possible.
They are not being provided with that
equipment today. Therefore, in my
judgment, it is imperative that:

1. Other manufacturers begin produc-
ing the M-16 as soon as possible — not
next year.

2. The Defense Department drastically
overhaul its procurement policies. We
cannot tolerate any more delays and
lack of supply.

3. We reamess our priorities. We seem
to have put our emphasis upon nuclear
weapon production and for many years
have scandalously neglected the devel-
opment of small arms for the very type

of guerrilla warfare that experts, for
years, have forecast we'd be engaged in,

Alternately, the M-16"has been
praised as the best rifle any soldier
ever carried into combat and con-
demned as one of our biggest blunders.

The M-16 is a lightweight, rapid-
fire weapon, two generations removed
from its predecessor, the M-1 rifle,
which was used during World War II
and in Korea. Itsimmediate predeces-
sor, the M-14, had a longer range and
fired a heavier bullet than the M-16.

The M-16 can fire much faster,
And its lightness— 7 pounds — al-
lows the foot soldier to carry more
ammunition. But there were prob-
lems with the M-16 from the start.

Soldiers quickly learned that the
M-16 required constant cleaning and
often it jammed. Despite its advan-
tages, its unpredictable performance
undermined the confidence of the sol-
diers carrying it. They couldn’t be
sure it would fire the next time.

I have received scores of letters
from distraught parents of soldiers in
Vietnam. Some told of American sol-
diers laying down M-16s to pick up
the weapon of a dead Viet Cong.
Without exception their tone was:
“Senator — please do something."

There were storics, 100, in our news-
papers about the M-16. Two Con-
gressional committees moved to inves-
tigate. Some of the incidents which
were uncovered were shocking.

On one occasion last year, a young
Army corporal was leading his squad
into combat. All of his men were
equipped with M-16s. But there was
only one cleaning rod for the whole
squad. Instead of manning one of the
M-16s himself, the corporal had to run

. up and down the line of fire with the

lone cleaning rod.

He knew the battle de-
manded the full firepower of
his men — but he also knew
about the jamming reputa-
tion of the M-16,

The corporal was killed.

Last summer, during the
height of the controversy
over the M-16, my colleague,
Senator Peter Dominick of Colorado,
went to Vietnam. He asked how effec-
tive this sophisticated new weapon
really is.

“Here, fire one yoursel,” a high
military officer said. The Senator took
‘aim and pulled the trigger. The weap-
on fired once, and then jammed.

“Oh,” the officer said in evident
embarrassment. “Goon, try itagain.”

Dominick repeated the maneuver,
with the same result.

U.S. Army ordinance tests in 1966
revealed appalling figures. During one
set of identical tests, there were 112
malfunctions of the enemy AK-47 and
164 of the M-14. But there were 2,476
malfunctions of the M-16.

The Army’s obvious conclusion:
The AK-47 was more reliable than
any weapon tested. The M-16 showed
the lowest reliability.

Under the pressures of this sort of
notoriety, the Defense
Department moved to per-
fect the weapon and elimi-
nate its defects. Many mod-
ifications are being made in
the field. Defense decided
to give the M-16 more tests
in Panama, a decade after
its first tests. -The bugs are
slowly being removed. I
heard few complaints about the M-16
during my last trip to Vietnam.

The Defense Department must not
permit a repetition of the M-16 experi-
ence. It must have far quicker, more
effective testing procedures.

It must be capable of putting the
best possible weapons in the hands
of our fighting men and those of our
allies. (THE END)
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AUG 2 1 1967
Dear Mr. Roots:

President Johnson asked me to thank you for
your letter of August 10, 1967, expressing
your concern over the increasing problem
posed by rats in the District of Columbia.

The Administration is continuing to work in
this session of the Congress for federal
legislation to strengthen and assist local
programs for rat control. ~As you know
there are a number of private organizations
as well as public agencies in the District of
Columbia now engaged in efforts to control
and eliminate rats in the Nation's Capital.
You may he assured that the President will
do all he can to encourage and promote the
successful operation of these programs.

Sincerely,

Stephen J. Pollak
Advisor for National
Capital Affairs

Mr. Nelson C.XRoots
President
¥D. C. Federation of Civic Associations, Inc.
607 Irving Street, N. W,
wamn‘tm. D, C.
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Dear Mrs. Hardy:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your letter. He appreciates very much your
support of his program to exterminate rats.

It was generous of you to want to contribute
toward this effort but since this office does
not handle contributions we are returning

your money.

%

Mrs. John D. Hardy

August 16, 1967

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

4629 Clinton Avenue, South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409
Enclosure: $1.00 (I53403338A) ret'd.

WS:AWH:ltd - .
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August 16, 1967

Dear Mrs. Kiely:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your letter. He appreciates very much your
support of his program to exterminate rats.

It was generous of you to want to contribute
toward this effort but since this office does
not handle contributions we are returning
your money. '

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

X
Mrs. Ray H. Kiely
691 West Ferry Street
Buffalo, New York 14222

Enclosure: 2-1 dollar bills # B 12106661 C and # B 22840945 A ret'd.

WS:AWH:ltd - =
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"" 6971 West 95':15 Street
a1 Buffalo, New York 14222

}l/
? July 27, 1957
Dear Mr. President,

Bless you, for your forthright analysis of the
eritical situation in which we find ourselves, How
desperately we need clear thinking, generous hearts
and renewed determination, We must all bear a share of
guilt for conditions that make possible a riot torn
America,

Your mention of our failure to attack the problem
of rat extermination for the comparatively small sum
of 20 million, moves me to tears. What has happened to
8 ' d of values and our consideration of priorities?

-t

Inclosed is two dollars which is my tangible vote
against children and rats growing-up together-in the
same home, Maybe, ten million other Americans will
feel as T do, Most of us are feeling very little and
helpless in the face of mammoth social problems. Our
offering appears so insignificanb that we feel foolish
to present it. And yet in the childish faith of the
lad who offered his lunch to Jesus in the hope that it
could be used to feed the multitudes, I gamble two
dollars on the goodness and generosity of my fellow=
citizens,

Sincerely yours,///r

G
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August 16, 1967

Dear Mrs. Kalfoglou:

The President has asked me to thank you for
your letter. He appreciates very much your
support of his program to exterminate rats.

It was generous of you to want to contribute
toward this effort but since this office does
not bandle contributions we are returning
your money. .

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

Mrs. GudrunxKalfoglou
2017 North Cakland Street
Arlington, Virginia 22207

Enclosure: $5.00 bill # A 40322254 A ret'd.””
WS:AWH:ltd
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}/j@' THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

To: Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare Date: Jyuly 27, 1967

ACTION REQUESTED

— Dratt reply for:
President’s signature.
Undersigned’s signature.

NOTE
— Memorandum for use as enclosure to
reply. . ;
Prompt action is essential.
% Direct reply If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered,

please telephone the undersigned immediately,

X  Furnish information copy.
Code 1450.

Suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling.

Basic correspondence should be returned when
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re-
quested.

Furnish copy of reply. if any.

For your information.

For comment.

REMARKS:

Description:

— X Letter: Telegram; Other:
_ To: The President :
From: 7 G,GJ)Frost, Mayor of Sandusky, Ohio
Date:  yhly 27, 1967
Subject: Suggests easy and inexpensive method to eliminate rats,

:‘.--‘ Lk

By direction of the President: JUL 2 ¢ 1350/

PRUTRAR FLSS

Clifford L. Alexander, Jr,. . . .-

Deputy Special Counsel
to the President

(White House File Copy)
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e 1419 Erie Blvd.
' bandusky, Ohio 44

v - , ~ July 24, 1967

‘The President
The white House
washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

We saw and heard you over television express your kecn.disappointment
because Congress turned down your plan to use 40 million dollars to
eradicate rats. '

Sandusky City is on Lake Erie, and being a port, is more subject to rat
infestation than some inland cities,

inen I bcecame uayor, there was a large rat population here. The
agitation about them was very loud and the City-County Health Department
proposed a seven thousand dollars eradication drive, plus two men for
follow-up to be added to the city health staff.

The problem was taken care of promptly for not over $500,00 and for less
than that per year ever since (about 8 years ).

iwheat is soaked in water until it swells to twice its dry size. Then
water is drained off, and when drained, a good grade of rat poison is
mixed in with it as per directions (the poison used is changed at times
so that the rats do not get smart about it).

To the mix of swollen grain and poison is now added enough molten paraffin
wax to make a semi=fluid materials This is now poured into a cardboard
carton about 6" in diameter, 10" long, such as a Mother's rolled oats
-carton, /A wire with a hook or loop is seb into the mold and the mix
allowed to solidify.

This solid article is then hung in the sewers at the catch basins so that
the rats can reach it but cannot carry it away.

Eioght years ago the rats floated down to the sewage treatment plant in
large numbers, o Bt i x ¥ v oolis

fhe city was further checked for harborage such as stone piles, rubbish,
uncovered garbage cans, and such, when any was found, the tenanis were
cgiven written order to clean it up. The rats from these areas went to
the sewers for food and floated to the scwage treatment plant,

[3 0of 4] -
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From the Desk

of v

Dqte 8/2/67

James Edward Jones

For your information.

T E———
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August 4, 1967 ALE /-;75-:'15’—/
A S=

Dear Miss Smith:

President Johnson asked me to acknowledge
your telegram. He appreciates your interest in
letting him have your views in support of

the legislation you mention,

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

X
Miss Marjery Smith
715 l4th Avenue
San Francisco, California

9MR:jam
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July 28, 1967

Dear Mr. Bosworth:

President Johnson asked me to thank you for
your letter. It was good of you to give him
the benefit of your comments and to let him
know of your confidence and support.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assistant to the President

X
Mr. Francis Bosworth
Executive Director
XFriends Neighborhood Guild
703 North Eighth Street
Philadelphia, Pennaylvania 19123

JR:cws

|
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July 25, 1967 S

HE

Dear Mr. Posnanskys

Although I am sure you have read of President
Johnson's reaction to the House vote, I thought
you would like bo see his statement on the Rat
Extermination Act. I am happy to enclose a
copy.

Wwith best wishes,

Sincerely,

Whitney Shoemaker
Assiatant to the President

*
Mr. Samuel Posnansky
56 Martense Street
Brooklyn, New York

Enclosure: 7/20/67 statement on rat control and extermination.|

WS:1lcc-2

. REEVED
: JUL2 5 1967
CEMTL Fgy
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. , /
July 22, 1967 : & / 2 7

Mr. John J.‘éunther
Executive Director
xUnited States Conference of Mayors
1707 H Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear John:

Many thanks for your help on the Rat Control
Bill. '

I regret very much not having a chance to sit
down with Mayor Barr when he was in Washing-
ton. I would very much like to see him the next
time he is down here and would appreciate it if
you would let me know when he is coming and
what time would be convenient for us to get.
together,

With warm personal regards.

Sinc erely,

Joseph A. Califano, Jr.
Special Assistant to the President

RECEIVED
JUL2 91967
\ CENTRAL FILES
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May 20, 1964

Dear Nannette:

Here are four copies of the Pesti-
cide Act which you requested.

I hope everything is going well
with you.

Kay and I send our best wishes.

Sincerely,

Arthur C. Pﬂm’
Assistant

Mrs. Jm)(sumr
4109 N. Henderson Road
A Arlington, Vigginia
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April 6, 1964

Dear Mr. Seruggs:

Thank you for your letter of HMarch
30th about your friend, Mr. Donald,Lerch,
Jr., concerning the Ribicoff bill.

Mr. Lerch has been in touch with
me about the matter, and I have suggested to
him the proper person he should contact.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Arthur C. Perry,
Assistant

Mr. C. G.VSemggt, Editor
Progressive Farmer

Sl Rio Grande National Building

Dallas, Texas

19JalPern

GENERAL} e
LE/AGS-| &

FE /-9-1/F
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April 3, 1964

!

Dear Keith:
Enclouduacowegamrwhlchm. MacLeod
" 1 [ ]

to Congre Wyman on March 25, 1964
fcsss “‘"’“‘"’g’f HovseX Zuigpersesr Deeess
ding to Mr. Wyman's queries during the OST WWWIZ;%‘

¥ you and Mr. wmumumnyﬂmwmn&h
ia the record, that will be entirely satisfactory.
Bincerely,

Rebert Barlow

My. Keith F, {!&bﬂlﬁ

Staff Assistant
House#ppropriations Committes
Room H.143, Capitol Building

w‘m D, C,

RBarlow:jsn / ;
cc: White House (2) : RECEIVED
RBarlow subj & chron \ APR 61964

S&T file & chron g o
CENTRAL FILES
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March 28, 1964~ G ¥ 11/
7E s-7
Dear Congresssona Wysaans
~ 4
In dlscussing the zeport of the Precident’s Felence ry Comuiditee
on "The Use of Peaticides” In the hearings of the Houze Celices
Appropristions Subcominittes, you requested laformation on new legislation
for the protection of fish and wildlife,

The actions that have boen taken aro as {ollowss

5,1605 « To amend the Federal Jasecticlde, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act, a9 amended, to provide for labeling of econeuale polaons with reglatea~
tion numbers, 20 elicmisate reglotration under protest, and for ofher purposes,
This bill passed the Cenate on October 232, 1563, and passed the Houss on
¥ebruary 17, 1964, In Ueu of H.B. 9739,

i and . B, 4487 » To amend the Act of Angust 1, 1958, in order to
njury to fish snd wildiife fzoma he use of lnvecticides,
m.mmm. Doth the House and the Senste kave
beld hearings but neither bas peported the hille, Bection | would reguire the
Seeretary of the Interior (o roview pesticldes legislation labels and would
require the Secretary of Agriculturs to incorporate suitable cautionary
wmaterial in the labele. 3uch language, U fallowed, would prevent josses of
fish and wildlife. Section 2 restates Department of Interior authority for
pesticide research and Section 3 will remove the present “celling® of
$2, 565, 000 on pesticide vildilfe research by the Department of Interior.
All the objectives of these bills have been sccomplished by adminjstrative
determination except that the ceiling provision etill bolds,

3 H.R, 2857 « Providing for coasultation with the Fiah and
v vice and state wildiife agencles baiore the beglaning of any
Federal program lovolviag the urs of pesticides, or sther chemicals
for mass bological controls. The Houss and Semate have held
hearings, but have not reported the bills. The bills would require that all

"f‘r"'mrn

MARS 7
CENTI &

11 EQ
1L l LEO
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federally financed control programs be reviewed by the Department of
Interlor for eficets on fish and wildlife and by the Department of Health,
Education and Wellare for elfects on man,. Doth Departmentis would
essentially bave veio authority over federally financed control programs.
The functions preseribed in this bill are carvently cavriad owt by the
Foderval Post Contrel Beview Doard.

R « To protect the public healith by preventing the vegistration
and certain pesticide chemicals, by providing grants-in-aid to
ummmmwammmmm&nmﬂ
pesticide chamicals on commeadities intended for haman or animal

consurmptian,
and by requiring cautionary labeling of pesticide chemicals. Neithar chambder

hao beld heariogs on this B,
- 3 « To require cevtaln standards of non-pessistance of sya-
thetle chemicals {sconoinic polsons) masufactured in the United

States or Lmported joto the United States. Neither chamber has held
hearings on this bill,

Respectinlly yours,

(signed) C. M. MacLeod

Colin ¥, Macleod
Seputy Dizector

fionorable Louis C, Wyman

Fouwss Comunitice on Appropristions
mmnmuwmm»
mamm
Washington, D. C.

Cliiiimts

cc: White House Files (1)
Dy, Hartgering
Dr, MacLeod gubj. & chron :
Dr, Buckley (Fish & Wildlife Service)
S&T file and chron
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