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SUGGESTED DRAFT LETTER

Im(uajeatyx
Your w;n extending the hospitality of Ethiopia
to the American astronauts is most deeply appreciated,
The American people and I consider that the achjsvnant: of
thesze young men belong‘ not only to the United States of America
bu the entire u Sending them to visit
bm“‘“m E-XITISTENNg, is our way of sqhga
e 7o S
we-aas-blidng-to-shere our knowledge of space and
t.vw_' wlint—
imtend that this knowledge shall serve the cause of world peacey —
Iasise a cause which Your Majesty has staunchly defended for these

many decades,

W e e €. e K

Thege~young-#_ ____.___, who have crossed the threshold of
man's gateway to the space age, bring to Your Majesty and to the
people of Ethiopia my own wmmy warm greetings and the best wishes
of the American people.

Sincerel; our

/s/ Lyndon B. Johnson

His Imperial Majesty
Haile Selassie 1
Bmperor of Ethiopia.

AF 3t AFNIF JGoL . 2l8g Clearances AFN - Mr, Blake
September 14, 1965
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DRAFT

Dear Mr. President:
On the occasion of the visit to Kenya of astronauts
Gordon Cooper and Charles Conrad it gives me much pleasure
on behalf of the American people to extend through them to you and
to the people of Kenya sincere good wishes. We consider the achievements

3
of these young men to be one\in which everyone can take pride, and it is
that

our desire and intention ¥@xstrar the knowledge gained by their flight shall
serve the cause of peace by sharing it with other nations.
Jevmolntae

Mr. President, your'[e_erdiali@ in extending the hospitality of
Kenya to the American astronauts and their colleagues is most deeply
appreciated. May their visit serve to strengthen the friendly
bonds between our peoples and emphasize in particular the aspirations
of mankind for peaceful cooperation in space exploration as we reach

out beyond the confines of our own planet.

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

His Excellency

Jomo Kenyatta, Clearance: AFE - Mr. Mulcahy
President, Republic of Kenya,

Nalrobl,-Enma_r
AF:AFE:WPO'Neill:djw 9/14/65






MEMORANDUM ©

o

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Monday, September 13, 1965
3:15 p.m.

MR. PRESIDENT:
Subject: Astronauts visit to the White House

I recommend -- and Horace Busby and Jim Webb share this
recommendation -- that when the astronauts come to the White
House with their families at 11:00 o'clock tomorrow the follow-
ing take place:

1. That you greet them and their wives privately in your office.
and then walk thru the lobby to the outside of the West Lobby

where television cameras are set up.

2. There you make brief remarks -- extemporaneously -- and
pin on the medals that they are being awarded.

3. You go on back to your office and the astronauts proceed to
the National Academy of Science for a formal ceremony.

Reason for this recommendation:
This gives the President television exposure at the least expense

of his time and withov »>rotocol and ceremony of a full dress
astnauts visit.

Approve Disapprove

Jack Valenti
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\ MEMORANDUM 05 s ~
KDG T 1[EC(r:
THE WHITE HOUSE OG-l [FG 120
WASHINGTON September 13, 1965
FOR: BILIL. MOYERS
FROM;: JOE CALIFAN .

The arrival of the astronauts here tomorrow affords you a good opportunity
to make their stay even more memorable by announcing the following:

l, Charles éonrad == The President is today sending to the Senate Conrad!s
nomination for promotion from Navy Lt, Commander to Com~
mander, This is under the President!s'first successful flight"
promotion policy for astronauts, Conrad!s promotion will be
effective once the Senate confirms., (In your press conference
on August 31, 1965 you said that Conrad would be promoted to
Commander, but the papers had not been signed, They are now
signed and ready to go,)

X

2, L. Gordon Cooper ~= The President has requested the Secretary of the
Air Force to promote Cooper from Lt, Colonel to Colonel, This
will be effective on the same date as Conrad's promotion, The
President acted when he found that Cooper's prior promotion to
Lit, Colonel resulted from the normal selection process and not
from a first successful space flight. The prior successful flight
merely accelerated the effective date of Cooper's Lt, Colonelcy
by about six weeks, So, to give Cooper the full and fair benefit
of the recently announced astronaut promotion policy he will now
be promoted to Colonel as a result of his successful Gemini V flight,

3. For your background use

-~ Because of the technical differences in the Navy and Air Force
promotion laws, Conrad will be promoted to the permanent grade of Commander,
while Cooper will attain the temporary grade of Colonel, There is no practical
distinction between permanent and temporary grades. A temporary promotion
(one which the Air Force uses quite extensively since it provides greater
flexibility and speed) carries with it all the indicia, benefits and pay of a
permanent promotion, Once promoted, Cooper will wear. his '"eagles'' and
get the full compensation due a permanent Colonel,

=~ Because of the technical differences in the Services! promotion laws,
all Navy Officer promotions must go through the Senatorial confirmation
process, while Air Force temporary promotions up to the grade of Colonel
(like Cooper's) can be handled directly by the Air Force Secretary with
Presidential approval,

\



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

5:30 p, m, Friday
September 10, 1965

FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM Joe Califano

I recommend you sign the attached nomination
of Navy astronaut Lieutenant Commander Charles Conrad, Jr.
for promotion to the grade of Commander, submitted by the
Secretary of the Navy,

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM N
r
THE WHITE HOUSE Tv &,
M U A
WASHINGTON \o‘/ 57‘(‘:\' %’"
Wednesday, 8:30 p, m,
September 8, 1965 7*
TO: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JOE CALIFANM'

Your policy is to promote each Astronaut after his first successful
space flight, The promotion papers have already arrived for Conrad,
the Navy Lieutenant Commander in the Gemini V flight,

As a result of a misunderstanding between me and the Pentagon,

Bill Moyers announced that Cooper, the Air Force Lieutenant Colonel,
had been promoted on July 15 as a result of a prior space flight,
Actually, Cooper had been selected for promotion from Major to

Lt., Colonel in the ordinary course of events, His promotion had
merely been accelerated by 6 weeks as a result of his prior space
flight, The Secretary of the Air Force and Cy Vance now recommend
that in all fairness Cooper should be promoted from Lt, Colonel to
Colonel as a result of his Gemini V space flight, I concur,

Bill and I believe that this can be handled at one of his press briefings,
Bill can state that when you found out that Cooper's earlier promotion
was a routine one which was only accelerated’ by 6 weeks, you requested
the Secretary of the Air Force to promote him as a result of the
successful Gemini V space flight,

I recommend approval of the promotion of Cooper from Lt, Colonel

to Colonel and announcement by Bill along the lines indicated in this
memorandum,

Approved Disapproved
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THIS COPY FOR

NEWS CONFERENCE #61-A

AT THE WHITE HOUSB
WITH BILL MOYERS
k24 PM EDT
AUGUST 31, 1965
TUESDAY

MR. MOYERS: The President approved today the following policy

Q. Are ve going to get a copy of this?

MR, MOYERS: No, I don't think this will be ready.
- ~  military astronaut will receive a one grade promotion
f his first successful space flight, but not beyond
the grade of Colonel in the Air Force and Marine Corps, or Captein in the

Navy.

In other words, if he is a Colonel and he makes his first
successful space flight he will not automatically be promoted as & result
of that space flight.

Promotions to General Officer rank will be accomplished through
the usual military selection board process.

=  Each Gemini astronaut will be awarded the NASA medal for
exceptic___ ___vice, or cluster, after completion of a successful space

flight,
Q. Is that the second medal?
MR, MOYERS: Yes.
Q. One additional cluster for each additional flight?
MR. MOYERS: That 1s correct.

The NASA medal for distinguished service, which is the highest
awvard that can be given by the agency, will be awarded for exceptional
accomplishments in the Gemini program, including but not limited to
accomplishments in actual flight. This makes it possible for flight
engineers, flight director, and others, to receive this award.

- Military decorations associated with space flights, such
as award. ... ...eptional heroism, or other distinguished service, will be
determined on an individual basis consistent with general policy governing
the award of traditional military decorations.

Q. Is this an announcement that the last two astronauts are being
promoted?

MR. MOYERS: Mr., Cooper was promoted on July 15 as a result of his
previous flight. Conrad is recelving the promotion.

MORE
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Q. To Captain?

MR. MOYERS: Commander.

Q. Commender?

MR. MOYERS: Yes.

Q. Gordon is a Lt Colonel now?

MR. MOYERS: Yes.

Q. Does this change anything in the past policy?

MR. MOYERS: In the past the policy has bemn ambiguous and
uncertain, and this just formalizes the policy.

Q. Has anyone else's status changed as & result of this policy
formulation?

MR. MOYERS: No.

Q. Bill, what do you mean by successful? Does it mean you have
to complete a mission?

MR. MOYERS: Yes, what NASA would determine as a successful
mission. If Gemini V had come down early it does not mean it was vneuccessful,

(4

Q. Did you say at the outset of Point One that they got & promotion
after their first successful flight?

MR. MOYERS: That 1s correct.

Q. What about Cooper?

MR, MOYERS: This is Cooper's second successful flight.

Q. Does he get a promotion?

MR. MOYERS: He was able to do it because his first was successful.
Q. Does Cooper get promoted to Colonel?

MR, MOYERS: He'll get a cluster.

Q. Is this retroactive?

MR, MOYERS: It goes into effect now.

Qs I'm referring to the earlier astronauts who made their
flights?

MR, MOYERS: They all r.ceived promotions. That's the problem.
The question is, what are you going to do with the future ones, and this
makes it a consistent policy.

Q. Did Shepherd get one, B111?

MR. MOYERS: Yes.

MORE
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Q. Does Cooper get a pramotion this time?

MR, MOYERS: Cooper was pramoted on July 15th as a result of his
previous successful flight. He will get a cluster.

Q. Cluster on his medal but he doesn't get a cluster on his
promotion.

Q. Was Cooper's previous flight on Gemini III?
Q. What was the question?

MR, MOYERS: The question was, was Cooper's previous flight on
Gemini III, and I belleve it was.

Q. Has Conrad's promotion already gone through?

MR. MOYERS: No, it has not been signed.

Q. Cooper was Mercury.

Qs Pramotions are still subject to Presidential approval?

MR. MOYERS: Yes, the President has to approve all promotioms.

Let me read you a message that came to the President last evening
fran Mr. Anastas Mikoyan, who 1s President of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet, USSR. It simply says:

Mr. President:

Our congratulations for the American astronauts
Gordon Cooper and Charles Conrad in connection with
the safe completion of thelr flight on the spaceship
Gemini V.

The White House is announcing today that starting tomorrow,
members of the U.S. Armed Forces stationed in Viet Nam and cmtiguous
wvaters will be able to send letters and post cards free to any place in
the United States and to any U. S, military post office in the world.

They're extending mail service to men in Viet Nam and the Navy.
You will have a release on this.

President Johnson is today reappointing Mrs. Bernice Hughes
Martin of Bluefield, West Virginia, as a member of the Board of Advisers
of the Federal Reformatory for Women for a term expiring April 7, 1969.

You will have a release on that.

You have another release concerning 493,600 retired personnel

of the U, S. Armed Forces who will receive notices concerning the recent
pay reise.

MCRE
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You don't have a rclease on this. On July 21, the President
proposed the establishment of a series of Adlel Stevenson Fellowships by
selecting a group of young men and women from different countries to serve
as internes in the United Nations. The Secretary of State has reviewed
this proposal with UN Secretary General U Thant, who has agreed for the
fellowships to be administered by the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research.

At the regular weekly lunch this afternoon, the President asked
Secretary Rusk to request Congress to make availeble $100,000 from our
contrivutions to the United Nations Institute as a beginning payment for
these Adlel Stevenson Fellowships., This will provide from 8 to 10 fellowships
in the next year. As the program develops the President hopes that the
number of fellowships will be increased.

Q. In other words, we are earmarking funds out of existing
appropriations?

MR, MOYERS: Yes.

Q. What is the name of the organization at the UN?

MR. MOYERS: United Nations Institute for Training and Research.
Q. Where is that?

MR, MOYERS: That 1s in New York.

Q. I'm a little confused. Going back to the lunch, the President
asked Secretary Rusk --

MR. MOYERS: Yes. Secretary Rusk has to designate this money out
of the budget.

Q. $100,000?

MR, MOYERS: Yes.,

On BACKGROUND, I think you know that at the President's request
Secretary Wirtz, who was a law partner with Governor Stevenson, i1s working
with the Stevenson family for a fitting, lasting memorial in Governor

Stevenson's honor. They have still not worked out the detalls of that.
This is not connected, however, to this program.

Q. What would the young people do, the 8 to 10 that would come
here?

MR. MOYERS: They will work on specialized projects of the United
Nations. They will train in a variety of efforts ftr United Nations Jobs.

The schedule for tomorrow:

At 11 AM. - presentation of credentials of the new minister to
the United States from Bulgaria. His name is Gerosmiov Lyabuten.

At 12 ofclock - the President will sign, in the Rose Garden, the
Delavare Water Gap National Recreation Area Bill. It authorizes the creation
of a 72,000 acre national park in Pennsylvania - halfway between New York
and Philadelphisa,

Q. Is that all of the schedule?

MORE



-5~ #81-A

MR. MOYERS: Yes. Let me read you now a statement by the
President. You will have a release on this but 1t is not ready at the
moment.

The opening of schools this week and next 18 a hopeful time for
this Nation. It tr 'ngs heartening evidence of the efforts of governors,
school officials and other citizens to assure that respect for law
remains a vigorous force everywhere in the country.

In accordance with the letter and spirit of the Civil Rights Act,
your government has sought to bring about voluntary compliance with
its provisions. The results have been deeply encouraging.

Of the more than 5,000 school districts 1n 17 Southern and border
states, 4,463 -- 88 percent -- are making preparations to comply. This
represents an increase of 291 school districts since one week ago.

In the seven Southern states of Alabama, Georgia, Louislana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia, 538 school
districts today are in compliance, compared to 317 a week ago.

A steff of 117 men and women in the U.S. Office of Education,
working around the clock and over weekends, is assisting local school
districts in achieving acceptable plans.

One week ago, there were 172 school districts which had taken no
action to meet the requirements of the Civil Rights Act. Today the
figure 1s 135 -- and it is shrinking rapidly.

The adoption of an acceptable desegregation plan, of course, is
only a beginning, The coming weeks -- and years -- will demand of
local officials and concerned citizens much patience and dedicated
effort if change is to be achleved successfully and if plans are to
be trenslated into performance.

I have directed the Office of Education to stand ready day and
night to work toward solutions in the remaining communities which have
not submitted plans or whose plans have not yet been accepted.

I strongly urge every responsible State officlal, school officer,
and local official who cherishes the future of our children to lose no
time in working for progress where progress 1s needed. There is still
time -- and the results of your labors can mean the difference, in
many cases, between full educational opportunity for all and the
tragedy of lost opportunity. Certainly none of us wants to see this
Nation's educational future clouded by delay, indifference or neglect.

I congratulate all who have had a part in this effort. Thelr
thanks will come, ultimately, from a generation of hopeful young
Americans -- and from & natinn with a deep reverence for the rule of
law,

MORE
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The steel negotiators have been meeting in two subcammittees,
vith two representatives fram management and two representatives from labor
participating in each subcammittee, These two subcoammittees have been
dealing with the issues affecting wages and pensions -- one with issues
affecting wages and the second dealing with issues affecting pensions.

The pattern throughout the afternoon has been the subcommittees
met separately and then the subcommittee met with both Secretary Wirtz and
Secretary Connor, and at this mament the subcommittees have reported back

to the larger group of ten, and the larger group of ten is meeting with
both Secretaries,

Qe How long were they out for lunch?

MR. MOYERS: About an hour and a half.

Q. The President said that he wants a noninflationary settlement.
Could you possibly have any kind of price settlement and not have an
inflationary settlement?

MR. MOYERS: I do not have the answer to that.

Q. Bill, do you expect any further annocuncement on negotiations
tonight?

MR. MOYERS: The only way I can answer that is to jJust say for the
record and for the future I will give you as much notice as I can vhen I
anticipate a statement. I have nothing for the next hour.

Q. Bill, as a matter for our own information, as a matter of
staffing, should we have scmeone here tonight?

MR. MOYERS: The only way that I can answer that, Smitty, is that
in about an hour from now to take a check in over there or sit in over there
a litde bit.

Q. You said they will break for dinner and then resume?

MR, MOYERS: I will know an hour from now what it looks like when
they break for dinner.

Q. Who suggested the format for this meeting this afternoon?
MR, MOYERS: The idea grew up within themselves -- with the groups.

Q. Bill, are suggestions being offered by Secretary Wirtz and
Secretary Connor?

MR, MOYERS: Secretaries Wirtz and Connor are making no specific
proposals. As I said this morning, the Administration does not have a
specific proposal at this time, that it is hopeful the differences between
the two will be bridged by their owvm efforts.

Q. Bill, can you tell us who the members of the subcommittee are?

MR. MOYERS: No,'

Q. The group of ten, is that strictly labor-management makeup?

MR. MOYERSt Yes, there are four from the campanies and six from
the union.

MORE
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August 13, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM Joe Califan ‘

NASA and DoD recommend the following policy on promotion and
decoration of astronauts. It is consistent with your prior statements
and actions:

1. Each military Astronaut will receive a one grade promotion
as a direct result of successful space flight, but not beyond the grade
of Colonel in the Air Force and Marine Corps or Captain in the Navy.
(Promotions to General Officer rank will be accomplished through
usual military selection board process.)

2. a. Each Gemini Astronaut will be awarded the NASA Medal
for Exceptional Service (or Cluster) after completion of a successful
space flight.

b. The NASA Medal for Distinguished Service, the highest
award which can be given by that Agency, will be awarded for ex-
ceptional accomplishments in the Gemini program, including but not
limited to accomplishments in actual flight.

3. Military decorations associated with space flights, such as
awards for exceptional heroism or other distinguished service, will
be determined on an individual basis consistent with general policy
governing the award of traditional military decorations.

I recommend your approval.

Yes V No






August 17, 1965

MEMO FOR Bill Moyers

FROM Joe Califano

Before I send this over to the agencies,

you might want to release it to the press.

I am holding it up until you decide.

Attachment
Memo to DoD and NASA
on promotion policy for
astronauts



August 17, 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR Sesretary of Defanse
Admiaistrater, Natiomal Asveasutics and
Space Admiaistratiea

The President has appreved the fellowing pelicy oa the premetion sad .3
onN¢

decoration of astzensuts, which you had rececmsnded:
i Ao
1. Easch military Astrenamt will receive 2 sas grade
as & direct zesult of successiul spece flight, byt ast Inﬁudth f“d.
of Celonsl ia the Alr Fevee and Marias Corps er Caplis o .
(Promotioas te General Officer raak will be ageomnplished threugh

usual military selection beard presess. )

3. a. Easch Geminl Astreaaut will be awarded the NASA Medal
for Esseptional Scrvice (or Cluster) after complotion of a sucesssful

space flight.

b. The NASA Medal for Distinguished Servise, the highest
award which can be givea by that Ageasy, will be awarded for ox-
septionsl agesomplishmaents ia the Gemini pregram, including but not
limited to aceemsplishmente in actual fligh.

3. Military decenatisns asseciated with spage flights, su
awazds for exveptionsl hevelsm or other distinguished servige, v
bs doterminsd oa an iadividusl basis consistent with general peli
goveraiag the award of traditional milidary decerations.

5/

Joseph A. Califago, Jr.
Special Assistant te the President



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. PAUL

A.

B.

c.

D.

The attached policy on the astronaut promotion problem has been
epproved by:

1. Mr. Webb and Adm. Boone of NASA
2. The Navy
3. The Air Force Personnel representative

Adm. Boone, x-13, 23802, is the NASA representative to go with you
to see Mr. Califano and awaits your call.

You will note that Lt. Col. Cooper will be promoted to Colonel after
his flight lste this month under thédr policy.

Mr. Webb desires that no mention be made in this policy with respect
to civilian astronauts. If this question does arise, Mr. Webb would
like it referred to RASA for consideration.

Col. Jones -- x-T92T1
Col. Clark -- x-T792T2






Specific recommendations with regard to the space GT-5 now scheduled:

Tentative
Flight Date Astronauts Rank Prom. Status

GT-5 19 August 1965 LeRoy G. Cooper, Jr. LtCol Selected for Lt Col by
normal board action. The
President announced that
Cooper would be pramoted
15 July 1965; as a result
his pramotion was effected
on that date. However,
this promotion was not as
& direct result of a space
flight.

Charles Conrad, Jr. LtCmdr Promoted to current grade

1 April 1963 - normal
board action.

Recammendation

That the President promote Lt. Colonel Cooper as he has not been promoted as a
direct result of a space flight. That the President promote ILt. Commander Conrad

to Commander as he has not been promoted as a result of a space flight.



c one with to the -5 now schaduled:

Toutative
night ] Astronmts Rank Prom. Status
or-5 19 Mgust 1965 Ielcy G. Cooper, Jr. IACol  Selected for I Col by

normal bosxd action. The

Cooper would be promoted
15 July 1963; as a result
iz pramotion wes effected
on that date. However,
this promotion wves not as

& direct result of a spece
flight.
Charles Conxed, Jr. Itlady Promoted $o current grede
1 April 1963 - normal
boaxd actiom.
Reccemandstion
That the Presidant promote It. Colonel Coopesr s he has not been promoted es &
direct result of & space flight. That the President promote It. Commnder Conved

%0 Coomander as hs has not besn pramoted as a result of a space flight.




Tatstive
nigt _ _Mete Astroomits Bapk  Prom. Status
az-5 19 Mugwt 1965 lelicy G. Gooper, Jr. ItCol Belected for It Cal Yy

Charles Comxed, Jy. ItCafy Promoted 40 curvent grede

board action.
Eoegrmomiction
That the President promote It. Colonel Cooper &8 he has not been psomoted as &
direct result of a space flight. That the Presidemt promote Lt. Commsuder Conred

%0 Comander as he has not bem: pramoted as a result of a space flight.



Taative
Night _ Date Astycomste Bapk  Prom. Statos
-3 19 Augast 1965 lealcy G. Cooper, Jr. 1800l  Selecteld for IA Col by

flight.
Chaxies Cosawd, 3. It0ady Promoted S0 curyemt grade

Recommendation
Thet the Prosidant promote 14, Colonal Coopexr as he hos not been promoted &8 @
direct yesult of & space fiight. That the President pramote It. Comsnder Conwed
40 Ccomander as 1e has ROt bem pevmoted as & result of a speoe fiight.




Night.
Chexlec Conwwd;, Jy. IftCalr Promoted 40 curvest grefe

bosnd satiom.
Secomzgdadion
Thet the Presidant promots It. Colonel Cooper as e hos not beoon promoted s a
&rect xesult of a space flight. That the President praxote IX. Commnder Conyed

%0 Camander as he hes not bam promcted as & result of a speoe fAight.



Rame

Cadr Thepard

Capt Grissom
Pram to Major
Fed 62 normel
selection

Lt. Col. Glemn

Lt. Codx Carpenter
Cadr Schirra
Major Cooper
It. Cadr Youmg

Majoxr Grissom

Major NeDivitt
Major White

5 Nay 61

2 Ju 6

20 Feb 62
24 Moy 62
3 Oct &
15-16 May 63
26 May 65

3 June 65

¥issions to Date

Mercury-Atlas - 6
3 arbits

Mercury-Atlass - 7
3 orbits

Mercury-Atlas - 8
6 orbits

Promotion
Norwmel Belection Captain (UBN)

Presidential to L/Col

Presidsntial to Captain (USN)
Selected Wy board but effected early by President

15 July 1965

Yomg (Presidential to Commander)
Grissom (Presidential to Lt Col)

Presidential to 1L/Col



Flight
ar-5

GT-6

GT-7

Tentative Date

August

October

December-January

Astronauts

Primary
Cooper, Leroy G., Jr.
25837A

Conrad, Charles, Jr,

Baclkup
Armstrong

See

Primary
Schirra, Walter M., Sr.

Stafford, Thomas P.
23534A

Backup
Grissom, Virgil I.
22450A

Young, John W.

Primary
lovell, Jamss A,, Jr.

Borman, Frank
20116A

Backup
White, Edward H. II

23567A

Cdllins, Michael
23298A

Promotion Status Puture Flights

Rank

Lt Col

LCdar

Civilian
Civilian

Capt USN

Major

Lt Col

Major

Lt Col

Major

Promotion Status

Accelerated Promotion
15 July 1965

1 April 1963

Presidential Appt
1 July 1965

Accelerated Promotion
5 February 1963

Accelerated Promotion
15 July 1965

Presidential
April 1965

Accelerated Promotion
1 May 1965

Selected to L/C awaiting

promotion (Secondary
Zone - SZ)

Accelerated Promotion
15 July 19565

4 December 1964

Avards

DSA

None

D3A

None

DSA
ESM

ESM

None

None

ESM

None

37

35

35

39

34

37

37

34

34

Proocurement Year

1949

1953

1945

1952

1951

1952

1952

1950

1952

1952



March Primary

Armetrong, Neil A. Civilien
See, Elliot M., Jr. Civilian

vera _ Navy Average Age
Colonel oh Captain 48.1
Lt. Colonel &dod Commander 43.3
Major 42.0 Lt Commander 38.0
Average Procurement Year Avera ocurement Year
Colonsl 1943 or earlier Captain 1942
Lt. Colonel 1947 or earlier= Cozmmnder 1946

Major 1952 or earlier Lt. Commander 1952
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August 13, 1965

MEMORANDUM For Mr. Jack Valenti
Mr. Marvin Watson
Mr, Bill D. Moyers
The White House

We are embarking next week on the Gemini 5 mission of Astro-
nauts Cooper and Conrad. This is an eight-day mission and
already the press, radio-TV interest is extremely high. We
have more than 1,000 reporters registered with accreditation.

It appears that post-flight interest in astronaut appearances
will continue to be high and we plan to continue to touch
base on the major engagements, i.e., requests from large
cities, etc.

I think you should know that we do not plan the post-flight
press conference until recovery plus eleven days. This is
five days longer than we have ever gone before. This will
cause some consternation in the press. But the operations
people are very firm that they absolutely need the debriefing
time. In fact, the astronauts will not see their wives and
families during this debriefing period.

The post-recovery press conference at Houston will relieve
the astronauts of immediate further debriefing and we can
then make the astronauts available for any White House
activity you may desire.

We will not commit the astronauts to any plan after the press
conference until we check there, but we do feel we must have
the eleven-day period of uninterrupted debriefing in the best
interest of the manned space flight program.

for ;ublic Affairs RECEIVED
AUG1 7 1965

CENTRAL FILES



EXECUTIVE  (2)

4D OS4-/ ’
/ FE11-8-1f Vol
9@4—/&

CR 260

CB
AUG -9 1965

Mr, Jack Valenti
The White House
Washington, D, C.

Dear Jack:

I want to thank you very much for your part in making our
brief stay in Washington an experience my whole family
and I will never forget. It does not seem possible that
so much could have happened in such a short time. There
were obviously many preparations that had to be made to
meke it such an enjoyable and memorable event. I am sure
that you had much to do with them and I want you to know
that I am most appreciative of it.

It was a pleasure to have had the opportunity to meet you,
after hearing so much about you from your friends here in
Houston. I hope that I shall have the pleasure of seelng
you again sometime in the near future.

Sincerely yours,

e S

Edward H. White I1
Lt Colonel, UBAF
NASA Astronaut

Central Files as of

Nothing else sent to_&/.!a/é{
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Dear Mr. Kraus: Co ?7* : ]

The President has asked me to acknowledge and
thank you for your letter. He appreciates your
kind comments and is grateful indeed for your
warm personal sentiments,

In response to your request, I am pleased to cn-
close a signed photograph. The dollar which you
enclosed is being returned to you.

V/ith the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Juanita D. Roberts
Personal Secretary ]
_ to the President

¥

A, Helmutxl(raua
6256 Villmar, 8.7.65
Schwelzergasse 223
Germany

Enclosures: #10(a) inscribed "Lyndon B, Johnson"; returning $1. 00 bill Serial
#C76891148A.
PP
hebh
1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY /wQ—?-//?é 724" 4

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20350 . -
0S8 v-1
J

18 JUN'1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
From: Secretary of the Navy . N

Subj: Promotion of Navy Astronauts

Pursuant to a request from the Military Alde to the President
I submit the attached nomination for the promotions of Commander
Walter M. Schirra, U. S. Navy and Lieutenant Commander John W.
)(Young, U. S. Navy.

Following confirmation by the Senate I will issue the necessary
‘commissions to complete the promotions and I will insure that the

date of rank assigned Commander Schirra as a captain will be such

that he will retain his present seniority in relation to Commander ' "

_ Alan B. Shepard, U. S. Navy, who is due for temporary promotion to R

captain on 1 July 1965. R

oo et
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/"J ‘// < M. it
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Appryval recotmendeds APF?OV.ED ‘:
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Office of the Presidens and Director

A

i

SLOAN-KETTERING: INSTITUTE for CANCER RESEARCH

@

INIW YbR'K NEW YORK 10031 TRAFALGAR 9-32000
‘. "'o."t\‘: .
E;E?Q&t) 18 June 1965
{2 EXECUTIVE
[ | Fos

ﬂ£7/60?

- My dear Mr. President:

I want you to know of my sincere gratitude for
your thoughtful and gracious telephone conversation
with me last evening. It is gratifying to me and to
the Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research to

~ know' that you wish a member of the professional staff

to accompany the Gemini 4 astronauts and their families
during their visit to Paris.

In my opinion, D_;_Mathilde_xrim_has in abun-
dance, all of the qualities you wish for in this role
and, I am confident, will carry it off in a highly
commendable manner.

That you should have taken the time personally
to inquire whether Dr. Krim might be relieved of her
responsibilities at the Institute for this purpose
impressed me deeply, and I am happy to accede to your
request.

spectfully yours,

President” and Director

!

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

! Hothing ¢ls. & .. CO
Central Files as o0f cee-e-

RESEARCH UNIT OF MEMORIAL SLOAN-KETTERING CANCER CENTER

CABLE ADDRESS: SKICANCER NEW YORK
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MEMORANDUM O S ,_/ _/

THE WHITE HOUSE FG(o5

WASHINGTON

June 15, 1965
5:10 p.m,

Mr. President:

Lloyd Hand, after talking with Jim Webb, suggests the
following for Thursday afternoon:

7:00 Some 20 principal officers of State
Department meet for buffet with the
astronauts and their families.

8:00 Showing of 20 minute film in State
Department auditorium, Film to be
narrated by the two astronauts,

Guests to be members of the diplomatic
corps, their wives and children.

8:30 Receiving line: astronauts and families
to receive diplomatic corps.

9:00 Adjourn,
Do you have objection to this plan?
Ao %3 ~—
/ o~ W
P20l

Yes No M'J/;(‘§,«

é

Marvin
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MR, VALENTI
Have you called Jim Webb and Clifton
about the Astrona "Ceremony?

Yes No

Tues
June 15,] ?L(
10:22 am Perry Barber
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STRAIGHT WIRE  June 14, 1965 . g}/ LG /@M_./,';.'[w y
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Honorable Weston E. Vivian ST =2 ;

2717 Kenilworth Drive
. an Arbor, Michigan

ON THIS OCCASION OF MERITED RECOGNITION TO THOSE .
GREAT AMERICANS %DIVITT AND WHITE, PLEASE EXPRESS
MY APPRECIATION FOR THE ROLE THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
HAS PLAYED IN FURTHERING THE NATIONAL SPACE PROGRAM,
SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS SHOULD GO TO THE UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN FOR HAVING HELPED PREPARE THESE ASTRO-
NAUTS FOR THEIR HISTORIC FLIGHT, OUR OBJECTIVE
CONTINUES TO BE PEACEFUL EXPLORATION OF SPACE FOR
THE BENEFIT OF ALL MANKIND, AND THE SUCCESS OF THE
GEMINI-4 WAS AN IMPORTANT STRIDE IN THAT DIRECTION,

LYNDON B, JOHNSON

LBJ: FLH:mb .
CC: Mr. Holborn, Jean Lewis and Cdntral F:.lesi\

S adioaaae
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/B‘Ml June 10, 1965 VR:‘%"Z’
' Stovune, Mss . ,)n

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Jack Valenti
The White House

Subject: USIA color film coverage for THE
YPRESIDENT!S COUNTRY and the

President's Welcome of McDivitt 4

and White

Charles )C‘}uggenheim, his camera crew and I are prepared
to make the necessary coverages for these two USIA projects
this weekend. The following is a list of the scenes which we
hope to make. Those involving the President on his ranch are
not hard and fast - they can be altered to meet the President'
actual activities if they are of similar character.

(1) Interior of airplane. President Johnson in
medium and medium close up. He is reading
and then glances out the window to the ground
below,

(2) Morning on the LBJ Ranch - The President

(a) President Johnson approaching his stock
pens, sitting or leaning on fence, =

(b) Medium close ups and close ups of President
Johnson looking over his cattle, Perhaps
talking with a ranch hand.

(c) Various shots of opportunity of the President - ‘ -
inspecting his herd and other livestock. ’

RECEIVED
JUNT 5 1965
CENTRAL FILES
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June 9, 1965

Mr. S. Douglass Cater

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Cater:

I thought you would be interested in seeing a copy

of the message the members of the Soviet Antarctic
Expedition at the Mirny Observatory sent to

Majors McDivitt and White. This is another example
of the fine spirit of cc‘)%peration which exists among

the nations working together on the Antarctic Continent,

Sincerely yours,

Lo

Leland J. Haworth
Director

Enclosure
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PASSIAMERICAN ASTRONAUTS MCDIVOT AND WHITE . -

WE WISH TO EXTEND OUR CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW COSHONAUTS

'WHITE AND NCDIVOT ON THEIR SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT.

~ ‘BEST WISHES FROY THE TENTRZSOVIET ;NTARCTIC EXPEDITIOMN
¥ MIRNY OBSERVATORY ANTARCTICA.

- \ '
B . . - : :
. . v ‘ '
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THE WHITE HOUSE .
WASHINGTON
( L i
/‘{/‘

Juanita:

Mr, Valenti asked me to send
these to you.

Mary White

6/8/65
2:50
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6‘/‘ WASHINGTON

)
y /
2/ Monday - 1:30 p.m.
' . June 7, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Here is an alternative to having the astronauts come to the
Rose Garden. At this moment, having them up here on
Friday still looks like a difficult possibility - if not an im-
possible one.

Alternative: You have never inspected the manned-space
craft installation in Houston - which is the nerve center of
the Gemini operation. The astronauts could have their
press conference at the space center on Friday morning.
The President could fly to Houston, meet the astronauts
Friday afternoon, award them medals in the mission control
center - and then do a brief inspection of this newest space
installation,

Jim %ebb thinks this would be a magnificent thing to do and is
going to have more information on this possibility today. The
idea of going to Houston is Jim Webb's thought.

After the meeting with the astronauts and the awarding of the
medals, you could then go on to the ranch, spend Friday
evening, Saturday, Sunday, and possibly Monday there.

Does this idea have any appeal to you - for if it does Jim Webb

and I will begin moving forward with preliminary planning?

Yes No

Jack Valenti
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»MEMORANDUM EXEEUTWE
THE WHITE HOUSE 0S5 Y- 1|
WASHINGTON S O 5"’
May 25, 1965 »
Tuesday, 2:15 p.m. Eg&i&o
Mr. President: fﬂ 12 _ M.U

O S
Information in the attached memorandum was agreed to by Director HL
James., Webhb.

NASA suggests that since there will now be frequent space flights, you
should reconsider the policy of White House receptions and ceremonies
for the astronauts.

The next flight is scheduled for June 3 and will last four days. There will
be some six days debriefing in Houston, Texas, which will mean approximately
ten days from blast-off until they would be at the White House.

Since both of these astronauts are graduates of the aniversity of Michigan
and in that the University has asked that both come to the University,
Director Webb suggests that you consider not having the White House or
Capitol ceremonies and allow it to be handled in this manner,

Do you want a White House ceremony?
Yes No

Director Webb also states that the Vice President has become most
interested in this program and he would like some guidance from you as

to what part the Vice President should play. Do you want the Vice President
to receive a lot of credit?

Yes No
If you said 'No' on the White House ceremony, Director Webb suggests

that since the astronauts will be in Houston for debriefing, and if you
are in Texas, you might want to have them come to the Ranch.

Yes No

Marvin
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OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

May 24, 1965

MEMORANDUM to Mr. Marvin Watson
The White House

This is in response to your questions about astronaut
activities.

During the Mercury program and on into the first manned
Gemini flight, space flight was new to this nation and
we found a new group of heroes created by the American
people. Each flight was a "first" of some kind, we were
behind the Russians and our flight program was smaller
and more understandable. Both U.S. and Russian space
flyers' names became well known.

As a result, New York City always wanted a ticker tape
parade and the White House showed,on behalf of the
American people, its appreciation of the work the astro~-
nauts had done.

We are now entering a new phase of our program. We expect
to have gained 2,000 or more hours of space flight between
now and the end of the decade when we expect to reach our
goal of placing two men on the moon. Each flight, of
course, will have new and different elements, but, generally
speaking, these are long duration flights of two men
(Gemini) and earth orbital Apollo flights.

The image that is, perhaps, best for this nation is that
of a nation with this capability, a nation that goes about
its work in an orderly and well-planned manner. We will
fly these flights as best we can and put these flyers
right back into the flight schedule for a future mission.



2

We feel that any build-up of personalities resulting from
these flights should be spontaneous, based not on the
fact that the astronauts flew, but what they accomplished
in flight or difficulties they overcame or obvious skills
they demonstrated.

Each flight is not going to be spectactular, each astro-

naut is not going to deserve a medal or award or special

recognition. We are at the point, we feel, where we have
to very carefully look at each flight and consider it as

part of an ongoing program which will be oft-repeated in

the months to come.

Therefore, we prefer to have a mechanism built into our
Public Affairs program which will enable us to react
quickly to given situations and to allow us the flexi-
bility to choose the course that appears best at the
time of the completion of a successful mission.

We would expect that you would be interested in this kind
of flexibility, too, and would want to consider these
things against a day-by-day backdrop.

We would not, of course, move forward on any plans without
the most careful consultation with the White House,
especially those which may have political implications.

On the upcoming flight, Gemini 4, we must consider that
Astronauts Grissom and Young were received at the White
House less than ten weeks from this launch date (June 3)
and participated in New York and Chicago parades. Similar
events 90 days later, unless the flight departs radically
from the flight plan, may be toomuch saturation and repeti-
tion.

Therefore, in summary, it is our recommendation that we

plan no events in advance of the Gemini 4 flight but be
prepared to move rapidly in case there is interest there.

We will, however, discourage other activity, such as ticker-
tape parades, and will have under consideration a visit by
the astronauts to the University of Michigan campus in late
June or early July. Both graduated from the University.

W

Judian Scheer
ssistant Administrator
for Public Affairs
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March 26, 1943

. Dy »
Dear John: ) '

Tho Johnson family, along with the entire nation
folt the kind of pride Friday that is part of our
national history. You and your wife, your children

and your parests are now part of the American
{olklore,

Perhaps you would like to have this picture of

the launching as it appeared on TV with a very
interested viewer.

Sincerely,

44

. 7y, JOBNSON

¥

Lt. Commander John W, ’foung

United States Navy

Manned Space Center

Houston, Texas e

Enclosure: Photo of President inscribed:
regard Lyndon B. Johnson'"

LBJ:JV:mw
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Dear Gus:
You made this nation proud -« and that includes . '
the Johnson family. I doubt that any American
who watched you and your farnily on tolevision SO
could fafl to feel his pulse quicken. "

Like miillions of others, I was at my TV aet whon
the Molly Brown was launched. I thought you, ‘ ,
might like this picture of your historic flight. S AR R

Sincerely,
LYNDON B. JONMESON

X

Major Virgil L. 6riasom
Unitcd States Alr Force
Manned Space Centor
Houston, Texas

Enclosure:' Photo of the President inscribed: "To Gus Grissom with
high regard Lyndon B. Johnson" '

LBJ:JV:mw / .
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MR PRESIDENT

For your informationt

You will award NASA medals on Friday to:
186 N
Astronauts ‘Grissom andYgung

Dr,'Beamans for his role of leadership in space

Dr,*Scherma - who was responsible for the Ranger shot

Jack valenti
march 24, 1965









Grissom and Young). This is because of the completion of the Ranger
program., He has previously been awarded a Medal of Public Service
which ranks below these medals and this was done at the time the first
pictures were received back from Ranger 7.

After the President's remarks, he can have someone from the White House
staff or Dr. Dryden or me read the citations for Grissom and Young and
then present them himself, if you think well of this procedure. Follow=-
ing this, I would like to have one minute to speak about Dr. Seamans'
work and then call on Dr. Dryden to read the citation with the President
making the presentation after that, if this is satisfactory to the
President. .

Then, the President could call on Dr. Dryden to read the citation for
Mr. Schurmeier with the President making the presentation.

An alternative to the above would be to have the Schurmeier presentation
either before or after the two presentations to Grissom and the one to
Young, leaving the presentation to Dr. Seamans to the last. My own
preference, I think, would be to go in the order of Grissom for the Oak
Leaf Cluster and then Grissom for the specific Gemini flight and then
Young for his medal; then Schurmeier for his, leaving Seamans for the last.

& Wath

ames E, Webb
dministrator
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 18, 1965

MR, PRESIDENT:

On the current timetable the two astronauts will be flown to
Washington on Friday, March 26 or Saturday, March 27.

At that time we would propose that you would personally greet
them in the Rose Garden.

Suggestions:

1. Would you be interested in awarding on the spot to Gus Grissom
the Presidential Medal of Freedom? Grissom would be the
logical man for he will have been the first U, S, Astronaut to
have been in outer space twice.

Yes No

Yes No

3. Mayor Wagner is anxious to have a ticker tape parade in New York
for the two returning astronauts. Do you have any object to this?

Yes No
4, Who in your judgment should accompany the astronauts to New York?
Dr. Robert Seamans, who has done so much to further this program,
would be a good choice,

Have Seamans accompany astronauts to New York,

Yes No

Jack Valenti



Februﬁ.ry 8, 1965

DoarJ ulian_:

I appreciate your explaining to me
your situation in regard to EBS and your

rarticipatic:: in their speda.l the middle of

. the month. Iagree with you, and will say

.o if and when I am contacted.

Sinceraly,

‘George E, Reedy
Preas Secretary
. to the President

Mr, Julian ),,Scheer

Acscistant Administratoy

for Public Affaixs
iNational Aeronautica and Spacc Administration

Washington, D, C. 20546
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Dear Senator Yarborough:

I am in complete agreement with the objective
suggested in your letter of August 21, 1964, to
advance Lieutenant Colonel Johr Glenn to the
grade of Colonel in the Marine Corps in
recognition of his many accomplishments while
inthe service of his country,

In normal circumstances, I would strongly favor
the use of the authority of Section 5789, Title

10, United States Code, a8 you suggested. At
this time, however, the probable short period
remaining before the adjournment of Congress
raises the possibility that the necessary action
would not be completed. As you know, Lieutenant
Colonel Glenn hopes to retire as soon as his
recovery permits.

Therefore, notwithstanding iy preference for
action by Joint Resolution, I have concluded

that it would be in Colonel Glenn's interest to
promote him under Article II, Section 2, of

the Constitution with the advice and congent

of the Senate, and I am forwarding his nomination
to the Senate today.

Sincerely,

4 ’

X
Honorable Ralph Yarborough
United States Senate
Washington, D, C,

LBJ/JGH/vm
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THE WHITE HOUSE/
. WASHINGTON
April 9, /4L4
Pierre =--

Bill Lloyd for purposes of the Kennedy Library is trying
to track down a recollection he has that: during one of
the 3 orbital flights, JFK came on the open dine we had
between yourself and Lloyd in the blockhouse at the Cape

and spoke to the Astronaut during the flight,

Which Astronaut was it -- do you rec all?
Glenn on Feb 20, 1962; Carpenter on May 24, 1962; Cooper

on May 16, 1963?
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