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Jamaary 11, 1969 

Dear Captain Lovell: 

The Preaident baa aaked me to aend you 
th• encloaed picture• which were taken 
at the Whit• Houae oa January 9th, alon1 

· with hl• appreciation and warmeat wlahea. 

Sincerely, 

,,.HAYWOOD R. SMITH 
Colonel, U. s. Marine Corp• 

Armed l'orcea Ald• to tb• Prealdeat -•: , 
, I ,· 

l 
Captain Jame• A. Lovell, ,r. 

- Aatronaut Office . 
Manned Spacecraft Cellter 
NASA 
HOllatoa, T•xa• . '17058 

' . 

/2 :J..1'f:l"~ 11-· .,
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4 ? .S-1/- IJ -~ 
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fIf 0- f ;.pt 
as 1- I 

T1ala .mac......_. JOU' leteer ol JJ}.1 11r, 10 
to .. Pre• ..._w........aua.oftlae 
A.... I Mia...._aad ........, Jle alp.._,.. ,... 
Hellu .....tlalaaadaakatllal....,.• .,• ._... 
wUllllta ..n ..p..._ 

Mia \fafttoe 
~ ........ 

... Pr..tdat 

H...W. Mark O. Hadleltl 
tJa11Nllate•8eaa&e 
W'ael:1...aa. D. C. 



Thank yo.& for ,om thol1,ihttt'1 letter. 

lam certalnly glad that Aatroaaut Lovell'• letter 
waa ■uch a aucce••• 1 am v•!'Y proud of h1m •• 
and lam proud.· too. ol "The'liakler•." .America'• 
future r••te 1A the hand• ol young me11 with the 
CO\IJ'a&• u4 tu dlaclpllae 6at tbl7 clemwtra&e. 

S1Dcen1,. 

I 

~ 
• • , .. I 

~ 
Mr■• DouldF. Hare 
1809 ltogge LaM 
Au~ Tau 7812) 
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rnfECU.TiY_.I 
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THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MR. JONES: 

)( 
Bob Faiss said Bob Alexander of 
Governor McNair 's staff call him 
this morning to say he would not' 
be able to stay over in Washington 
tomorrow to witness the Astronaut 
Ceremony. 

Bob Alexander would wait here all 
day if there was a chance he could 
run in to have a picture taken with 
the President. 

What should Fais s tell Alexander. 

dbm 
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INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE c.£ 
EXECUTIVETHE WHITE HOUSE 

...fl)
WASHINGTONI . _Mt-I -

/'~5' 

Pl.e.Me 4ave a 4eai foA Lv,.nda and Luci... 
. X 

AiAo, pl.e.<Ue i.nvile i.he. Pai 9enn.i.ng,4 

<U pe.11. i.h.e a.li..ached 1.e.ileA... 

I 
-- --MhinnWashington, D. c. 

Re : White House Invitation f'or 
The Honorable and Mrs. Pat 
Jennings 

Dear Mrs. Johnson: 

Last week The Honorable Pat Jennings made the 
comment that he and Mrs. Jennings would certainly be proud 
to be invited to the White House when the astronauts are 
there this week. Of course, this may not be a. timely thing, 
but my conversation with him reminded ire of previous notes 
I had sent to you and members of the White House staf'f.' 
Namely, that Pat Jennings had ma.de it possible for us to 
send thousands of' volumes of books to the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Library in Austin. 

No one has been more cooperative or helpful in 
this respect, Just as Pat was a loyal Democrat and Johnson 
man when he was on the Ways and Means Committee. 

Sincerely yours, 

JJP:sr 

r 
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BOOK OF 17 

GOVT PD (CHG TO NASA) 
THE WHITE HOUSE 7 

YOU AR£ CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY HONORING THE APPOLLO 
S ASTRONAUTS ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 9 AT 11100 A.M. IN THE EAST ROOM OF 
THE VHITE HOUSE. PLEASE CONFIRM BY RETURN VIRE AND PRESENT THIS 

a TELEGRAM AT THE NORTHWEST GATE AT 101~0 A.M. FOR ADMITTANCE. 
JAMES R. JONES SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

VHB104 i 
MR J L ATWOOD, PRESIDENT l__ 

a NORTH AMERICAN ROCKWELL CORP 2300 EAST IMPERIAL HIGHWAY El SEGUNDO 
CALIF 

VH8105 
DR B PKBlASINGAME, GENERAL "ANAGER 

AC ELECTRONICS DIVISION 7929 SOUTH HOWELL AVE MILWAUKEE WISCONSIN 

VHB106 
MR FRED J ~BORCH, PRESIDENT i 

GENERAL ELECTRIC CO 570 LEXINGTON AVE NYK 

VH8107 i 
MR VIRGIL BOYD, PRESIDENT 

CHRYSLER CORP PO BOX 1919 DETROIT MICHIGAN 

WHBl08 X 
MR LLEWELLYN J I VANS, PRESIDENT 

GRUMMAN AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING CORP BETHPAGE LONG ISLAND NEW YORK 

VHB109 X 
MR WILLIAM GWINN, CHAIRMAN 

UNITED AIRCRAFT CORP ~00 MAIN STREET [AST HARTFORD CONNECTICUT 

VHB110 
MR R~HUNTER, PRESIDENT 

PHILCO FORD CORP TIOGA AND C STREETS PHILA 

a VHBl 11 
MR T V~LEARSON, PRESIDINT 

IBM CORP ARMONK NEW YORK 
-4!•. 

WHBll2 ~ " ~f.Cf.Nf.O 
MR DAVID S LEVIS, PRESIDENT I'° 

JAN 8 1969a MCDONNELL DOUGLAS CORP PO BOX 516 ST LOUIS MISSOURI 
CENTAAL riLt.S

VHBl13 ..t 
MR KEN MCKAY. VIC[ PRESIDENT 



- -

AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO 195 BROADWAY NYK 

WHBU4 ,r
MR RI MCKENZIE, PRESIDENT 

AEROJET GENERAL CORP 9100 E FLAIR DRIVE IL MONTE CALIF t 
VHBl 15 
MR B AKSCHMICKRATH, PERSIDENT 

PRATT AND WHITNEY AIRCRAn EAST HARTFORD CONN 

WHB1l6 
MR T A~V ILSON, PRESIDENT 

BOEING CO PO BOX 3707 SEATTLE WASHINGTON 

VHB117 X 
DR CHARLES STARK DRAPER 

DEPARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS AND ASTRONAUTICS SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
MIT CAMBRIDGE MASS 

VHBl18 X 
DR HARRY H HESS, CHAIRMAN 

SPACE SCIINCE BOARD NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES NATIONAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL WASKDC 

a 
VHB119 ,f
DR HOVARD WJOHNSON, PRESIDENT, MIT CAMBRIDGE MASS 

WHB120 ,r
MRS ROBERT H GODDARD L1 TALLAWANDA ·DRIVE WORCESTER MASS2 

Q..R 

RECD VHB l 04 TO 120 • 845P EST TU i 

3 

L 
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BOOK OF 30 

GOVT PD (CHARGE TO NASA) 
s THI WHITE HOUSE 7 

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATT[ND THE CEREMONY 
HONORING THE APOLLO 8 ASTRONAUTS ON THURSDAY, 
JANUARY 9 AT 11 A.M. IN THI EAST ROOM OF THE WHITE 
HOUSE. IF ABLE TO ATTEND PLEASE CONFIRM 
BY RETURN VIRE 

a ROBERT D. FAISS, ASS'T TO TH£ PRESIDENT. 

VHBI ~ 
MR EDWARD JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 

FIDELITY MANAGEMENT & RESEARCH CORP 35 CONGRESS STREET BSN 

WHB2 X 
GEORGE SULLIVAN, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

FIDELITY MANAGEMENT & RESEARCH CORP. 35 CONGRESS STREET BSN 

VHB3 X 
WILLIAM· STOTT, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

MORGAN GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY 23 ~ALL STREET NYK 

VHB4 
MR HAROLD XB IGLER, VICE PRESIDENT 

CONNECTICUT GENERAL LIFE INSURANCE CO HARTFORD CONNECTICUT 

WHB5 X 
MR .KOMER CHAPIN, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

MASSACHUSETTS LIFE INS CO 1295 STATE STREET SPRINGFIELD MASS 

ll'AB6 l(
MR JOHN HAIRE, PRESIDENT 

FUNDAMENTAL INVESTORS PARKER AT WESTMINSTER ELIZABETH NJER 

a WHB7 X 
MR GEORGE MEREDITH, VIC[ PRESIDENT 

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK 1 CHASE MANHATTAN PLAZA NYK 

VHB 8 )( pp~r;y~_o 
MR JAMES H. WALKER, VICE PRESIDENT 

a BETHLEHEM STEEL PENSION FUND BETHLEHEM PA JAN 7 1969 
CENTftAL FILES

VHB9 ~ 
MR THOMAS MARTIN. PRESIDENT 

t 

L: 

, 
' .:- ...L.. 

L 
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CHANNING FUNDS 280 PARK AVENUE NYK 

VHB10 X 
MR VILLIAM VOHLBACH, PRESIDENT 

THE BOSTON COMPANY 100 FRANKLIN STREET BSN i 
VHBl 1 X 
MR ROY L REIERSON, SR VICE PRESIDENT 

BANKERS TRUST CO 288 PARK AVE NYK 

VHB12 X 
~R JON LOVELACE JR, PRES 

CAPITAL RESEARCH COMPANY 611 V 6TH ST LOSA 

VKB15 )(
MR CHARLES EDDY JR, EXEC VICE PRESIDENT 

CHEMICAL BANK NY TRUST CO 277 PARK AVE NYK 

VHBI• 'f... 
MR HAROLD JOHNSON, EXEC VICE PRESIDENT 

CONTINENTAL INSURANCE COMPANIES 80 MAIDEN LANE NYK 

WHB15 X 
a MR EDVARD H MALONE, MANAGER 

TRUST INVESTMENT OPERATIONS GE PENSION FUND 570 LEXINGTON AVE NYX 

WHB16 X 
MR ROBERT E RILEY, EXEC VICE PRESIDENT 

PUTNAM MANAGEMENT & RESEARCH 265 FRANKLIN STREET BSN L 
2 

WHB 17 >(
MR RUSSELL MORRISON, PRESIDENT 

STANDARD & POO~.S INC _ 
5 .. 5 HUDSON ST NYK 

WH818 )(
MR GERALD TSAI JR, PRESIDENT 

TSAI MANAGEMENT 2~5 PARK AVE NYK i 
WHB19 X 
MR GEORGE NELSON, VICE PRESIDENT 

U S STEEL PENSION FUND 71 BROADWAY NYK 

VHB20 X 
--f- MR ROBERT LARSEN, DIRECTOR 

INVESTORS DIVERSIFIED SERVICE INVESTORS DIVERSIFIED SERVICE BLDG 
MPLS 

VHB21 K 
MR EDGAR BUNCE, SR VICE PRESIDENT 

PRUDENTIAL LIFE INSURANCE CO PRUDENTIAL PLAZA NEWARK NEV JERSEY 

VKB22 t 
MR HOWARD STEIN, PRESIDENT 

DREYFUS FUND 2 BROADWAY NYK 

a WHB23 
MR JOHNrEXTER, SR VICE PRESIDENT 

FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK 399 PARK AVENUE NYK 

VHB24 '{
MR WILLIAM GRANT VICE PRESIDENT L 

2 SMITH BARNEY & CO 20 BROAD STREET NYK 

WHB25 1.. 
MR YURA ARKUS-DUNTOV. PR[S 



!~UITY FUNDINGS CORP 7 EAST 44TH STREIT NYK 

VHB26 1, -
MR ROLAND GRIMM, PRESIDENT 

ENDOWMENT RESEARCH INC 77 FRANKLIN STREET BSN t 
VHB27 ~ 
MR DEMOND COTTY, PRESIDENT 

JOHN V BRISTOL & CO 233 BROADWAY NYK 

VH828 '(
MR ROBERT LAWRENCE, PRESIDENT 

STATE STREET INVESTMENT 225 FRANKLIN STREET BSN 

VHB29 Y-
MR DONALD CALVIN, VICI PRESIDENT 

NEV YORK STOCK EXCHANGE 11 VALL STREET NYK 

WHB30 -r 
MR GEORGE KARLVEIS 

HOTEL PIERRE 6TH AT 51ST STREET NYX 

a 

• 

f 

a 

• 

L 
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BW January 7, 1969 EXECUTIVE 
Sheet 1 of 2 OS 4-1 

You are cordially invited to attend the ceremony honoring the Appollo 8 
Astronauts on Thursday, January 9, at ll:00 A. M. in the East Room of 
the White House. Please confirm by return wire and present this tele­
gram at the Northwest gate at 1:40 A. M. for admittance. 
James R. Jones, Special Assistant to the President. 
Robert D. Faiss, Assistant to the President. 

ATWOOD, J. L., El Segundo, California 
BLASINGAME, B. P., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
BORCH, Fred J., New York City, New York 
BOYD, Virgil, Detroit, Michigan 
EVANS, Llewellyn J., Long Island; New York 
GWINN, William, East Hartford, Connecticut 
HUNTER, R., Phila. Pennsylvania 
LEARSON, T. V., Armonk, New York 
LEWIS, David S., St. Louis, Missouri 
McKAY, Ken, New York City, New York 
McKENZIE, R. I., El Monte, California 
SCHMICKRATH, B. A., East Hartford, Connecticut 
WILSON, T. A., Seattle, Washington 
DRAPER, Charles Stark, Cambridge, Mass. 
HESS, Harry H. , Washington, D. C. 
JOHNSON, Howard W., Cambridge, Mass. 
GODDARD, Robert H., Worcester, Mass. 
JOHNSON, Edward, Boston, Mass. 
SULLIVAN, George, Boston, Mass. 
STOTT, William, New York City, New York 
BIGLER, Harold, Hartford, Connecticut 
CHAPIN, Homer, Springfield, Mass. 
HAIRE, John, Elizabeth, New Jersey 
MEREDITH, George, New York City., New York 
WALKER, James H., Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
MARTIN, Thomas, New York City, New York 
WOHLBACH, William, Boston, Mass. 
REIERSON, Roy L., New York City, New York 
LOVELACE, Jon, Los Angeles, California 
EDDY, Charles, New York City, New York 
JOHNSON, Harold, New York City, New York 
MALONE, Edward H. , New York City, New York 
RILEY, Robert E. , Boston, Mass. 
MORRISON, Russell, New York City, New York 
TSAI, Gerald, New York City, New York 
NELSON, George, New York City, New York 



BW January 7, 1969 EXECUTIVE 
Sheet 2 of 2 OS 4-1 

You are cordially invited to attend the ceremony honoring the Appollo 8 
Astronauts on Thursday, January 9 at ll:00 A. M. ,in the East Room of 
the White House. Please confirm by return wire and present this tele­
gram at the Northwest gate at 1:40 A. M. for admittance. 
James R. Jones, Special Assistant to the President. 
Robert D. Faiss, Assistant to the President. 

LARSEN, R:obert, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
BUNCE, Edgar, Newark, New Jersey 
STEIN, Howard, New York City, New Y0 rk 
EXTER, John, New York City, New York 
GRANT, William, New York City, New York 
ARKUS-DUNTOV, Yura, New York City, New York 
GRIMM, Roland, Boston, Mass. 
COTTY, Demond, New York City, New York 
LAWRENCE, Robert, Boston, Mass. 
CALVIN, Donald, New York City, New York 
KARLWEIS, George, New York City, New York 



EXECUTIVE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

George Christian would like to 
release tomorrow morning that the 

~Apollo 8 astronauts will be received 
at the White House on Thursday, January 9. 
May George announce this? 

approve/ disapprove_ 

jim j 
12-J0-68 
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~CUTJVE·w 
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5:45 p. m., Friday 
December 27, 1968 

$2 FQB,.,;rHE -PP EGIBEf◄ 1 .a 

-
In keeping with the Presidential policy of 31 August l 96~, 

one of the three crewmen who piloted Apollo 8 on its spectacular 

mission around the moon is due for promotion. He is Air Force 

J( 

Major William A. Anders, Apollo S's lunar modular pilot. 

Immediately following Presidential announcement, the Department 

of the Ai~ Force will formalize Major Anders' promotion to 

Lieutenant Colonel to be effective on mission completion date. 

Apollo 8 1s other two astronauts, Colonel Frank\orman, 
I(' 

USAF, and Captain James A. Lovell, Jr., USN, received 

Presidential promotions to. Colonel and Captain respectively after 

their successful flight aboard Gemini 7 in December 1965. Under 

the President's policy on the promotion of a!ltronauts, neither 

Colonel Borman nor Captain Lovell is eligible for another promotion 

as a result of Apollo 8. 

Attached are biographies of the three astronauts and a 

proposed press release. Also attached for your reference and use 
1-.:'f"..,.,, .• ,: - " • . .. . . . . 

is a copy of ·the policy governing promotion of astronauts. 
:-' ·:· .: ,·i/ L:• .. ·-· . 

~- '\ .. ..tJ ::.L ~ L L • • -_ ,_ QUOTE UNQUOTE 
J• 
J 



fflftDi I ·073 7'5&1« 

~ t . ... .. ... . :-•.. ·. 

• 

.. . . ..... ... 

) 

.. .. ..••at. ·rhnen.,· Herr F:a!lident, und d~:i be_!rein1e ·ten v·olk_···. 

der Vereln1~ten Staaten v~~ A~er1ka freu~n.wir u~s h~r:-
. . .. . 

~ich Uber d~n erfol~r~ichan 7Erlau! und~~on glUc~lichcn 
Abs ch lu~ des bi she.:- kilhns ten Unterr.,!hme!13 .d er Rai.:o.tahrt. 

. . . .. . . . . . 
· Mit gro~er Ante1lnah~c, icn~rer Deweguna und scbl1~311c~ 

· mit heller R~gci~t~~ur.g hGbe~ die Xens~hen tn · De~t~~h-
. . 

l&n~ die e~nzeln~n Et~ppe~ .1~s dra~atlschcn G~sch ~h~~s 

v~r!olgt. Wir e:i;-!·in~i~n tie!' t: E.e'a'ti~dcranJ filr c1e 
. . 

L.eJstu!l£er. aller, di~ zu:-:i Gelingf.:!'l des :::tpcr!meat~ °b di-

.. . 

insbe~o:i!.::rc a~cr !'i .. :- j.ic cr-1::1 :•:!in:~e;·, d"!ren ?i:l!.jC!l !:"i.it 
. ,. . . -

der Gcscr.ic:1~€ c!~r R,!.u::.f:J.r.:·t ·:erb'.l:11Jfrn bleiben ..,~;::! J :1~ : ·.· · . .. 
Bitte U~er::-,ittelr~ Sie Prar.~: i:or:r,an, JaT-;3 tovcll ·t :•. -! ': .( i · :.··. 
'J'l 1 1a-"'·- ! ....., .. ·~.•i~rs-- - --~·•r.-. .... c.; ~ .... 'Jn1• • 1•0 

- ~ ~ -~ .. ,,J._,,.,,. . ,-,:. .... "-pr._ _ _ ;1 •• "01 ·,,"\J, . ... ..... '-' "e ... .,, -:1·,~',,i"' ,1· ,~•~...:.. ..,, • . ~ \ 

da.r.Juf S!·ln, caJ unter !!':r,~r f:::-J.~i<!entach ,1.!t die5$ G"i:'J3-• . . 
a::-tige _?1oni.ertat gelar.g , ·.li!: ein e:.tec~l?!den::!cr s~:~:-1tt 

..
Wel t.rau:1s. 

iie inric:1 

The ~1~!!iclal lngl1~!1 t::-an~la tlon of thi s tele c~~~-r e~-!3 
a9 f o) l o·-1o·:1: 
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l) ,);;,J/ ·y Received Washington commcen 
~ ~ 7:24 P.H. EST 27 Dec 68 

. . at Received LBJ Ranch CommCen
00 WTE15 ~ 8:41 P.H. CST 27 Dec 68
DE WTE 10 235SA 

Transmitted San Antonio ComnCenEEA873 c( 8:4$ P.M. CST 27 Dec 68
00 \ITElO 
DE WTE 4688 

FROM JOE CALIFANO 
TO THE PRES I DENT 
INFO TOM JOHNSON 
CITE ~1H82927 

UNCLAS 
5:45 P. M., FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 27, 1968 

. IN KEEPING WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL POLICY OF 31 AUGUST 1965, 
ONE OF THE THREE CREWMEN _WHO PILOTED APOLLO 8 ON ITS SPECTACULAR 
MISSION AROUND THE MOON IS DUE FOR PROMOTION. HE IS AIR FORCE 
MAJOR WILLIAM A. )(ANDERS, ><APOLLO 8' S JCLUNAR MODULAR PILOT. 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, THE DEPARTMENT 
OF THE AIR FORCE WILL FORMALIZE MAJOR ANDERS' PRO~OTION TO 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL TO BE EFFECTIVE ON MISSION COMPLETION DATE. 

" APOLLO S'S OTHER TWO ASTROtJAUTS, COLONEL FRANK BORMAN, 
USAF, AND CAPTAIN JAMES A. :"LOVELL, JR., USN, RECEIVED 
PRESIDENTIAL PROMOTIONS TO COLONEL AND CAPTAIN RESPECTIV·ELY AFTER 
THEIR . SUCCESSFUL FLIGHT ABOARD GEMINI 7 IN DECEMBER 1965. UNDER 
THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY ON THE PROMOTION OF ASTRONAUTS, NEITHER 
COLONEL BORMAN NOR CAPTAIN LOVELL IS ELIGIBLE FOR ANOTHER PROMOTION 
AS A RESULT OF APOLLO 8. . 

ATTACHED ARE BIOGRAPHIES OF THE THREE ASTRONAUTS AND A 
PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE. ALSO ATTACHED FOR YOUR REFERENCE AND USE 
IS A COPY OF THE POLICY GOVERNING PROMOTION OF ASTRONAUTS. 

PR OP OSED \l.!HITE HOU SE PRESS RELEASE 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 31, 1965, 
THE PRESIDENT TODAY ANNOUNCED THE PROMOTION OF MAJOR WILLIAM A. 
ANDERS, U.S. AIR FORCE, TO THE GRADE OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ANDERS WAS THE LUNAR MODULE PILOT ON 
APOLLO 8, THE FIRST MA NNED FLIGHT TO OR9IT THE MOON AND THE 
SECOND MANNED FLIGHT IN THE LUNAR LANDING ·PROGRAM, WHICH 
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED ITS MISSION ON DECEMBER 27, 1968. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ANDERS ENTERED THE AIR FORCE IN 1955 
FOLLOWING · GRADUATION FROMTHE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY. HE WAS ON£ 
OF THE THIRD GROUP OF ASTRONAUTS SEL ECTED BY NASA IN OCTOBER 
1963 -- APOLLO 8 WAS HIS FIRST SPACE FLIGHT. 

THE PRESIDENT' s PAO.M OTT m.: POT TC'l_ r .nR tLS.TR n Nll llTS PR n\lT!"\ 1, ~ 
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EXECUTIVE 

bS~ 
t:J.S~-/ 

December 26. 1968 
6:S0 P. M . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Tom Johnaon 

n. astronaut ■ an ■ cheduled for ■plaabdGWA la the Pacific 
Friday at 10:50 a. m. EST. which la la the nlpt at aplaall-
down poim. NASA reporta that it la probaoi. that the utranaut• will · 
aat be aboard ship ta the Pacific m1Ul about 1:30 p. m. EST. 
However, their aafety would 1,e lmown within 10 to 20 minute ■ 

of •plaahdown. Baaed on tlda, the President may wiah to 
ccmaider the followin1: 

1. Releue prepared atatement when safety 19 known. 

Yea No 

T1le Preaident n• the ■tatement for teleriaicm cameru. 

Ye• No 

2. Call tJae utrcmaut•' wi••• on a conference call ae •OOD a• 
we set word o/. the utrcmauta' ..t'ety, at aboat 11 a. m. 

Yea Ne 

3. Contact the utromuau aboard ■hip bF phone between 1:30 
u4 2 p.m. 

Te• --- No ---
Before teleYi■iaa camera■• 

No ____Ye ■ 



----
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: ) 

MR. HOPKINS: ORIG. COPY TO SITUATION ROOM 

:) AT 10:35PM 

Co/ / J 

IIJA059 PO I 

MEXIOC . CITY MEX 13 
~ 
. I 
I 

THE PRESIDEN'T Q. 
~1 
' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
; I 

I 

EXPRESO A USTED LOS VOTOS DEL PUEOLO 'i DEL· GOBIERNO DE MEXICO 
. ! 

COMA ASI C0~10 LOS . ~IIOS PERSONALES CO~lE PORQUE CONTINUE 'i DEC 2 6 1968 ~ ! 
, ~ I 

SI 
LLEGU! A VENrrUROSA CONCLUS!ON EL VUELO DE4 APOL0-8 y OE 'sus CENTRAL FILES ; I 

0 : · 
EROICOS TRIP~LANTES BORMAN COMA LOVELL Y ~NORES PUNTO £STOY SEGURO OE ~ . 

~ t'.QUE TODO EL MUNDO COMA QUE SIGUE CON ANSIEDAD ~ I 
I 

a 
Y ASOMBRO ESTA HAZANA EXTRAORDINARIA COMA ESPERA QUE NO SOLAMENTE 

- I 

t. 
I 

ABRA AL HO~BRE DEL FUTURO POSIBILIDADES INSOSPECHADAS EN EL ESPACIO 

EXTERIR COMA SINO QUE ESTIMULE. 
0 ., OS ESFUERZOS DE TODOS HAVIA UNA CONVIVENCIA AMISTOSA EN NUESTRO 

PLANETA ?UNTO LO FELICITA Y SALUDA AFECTUOSAMENTE SU MlIGO 

GUSTAVO DIAZ O~DAZ PRESIDENTE DE LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS MEXICANOS. • I 
( 

.
• 1 

3 

. I 

2 

) 



·EXEcunv~-- · .. 
/?/£-3/,1-1< @ -i.. . ' - . ».camJMr 11. 1961 

' ·.· . /1//J-¾J °" 
. -- tJ.fP-1 -I . 

~,47'M:,p 

D.-. Magles .. -1 
I 
I 

,...ll l• moat lawnprlat• la thla week. wllea oar _ . I 
aatroant• ar• pnparins tor &Mir nrat Joorney 
to tbe moon. Uaat t•~•l'O Clob et Waehl111toa l• 
pr••••lal tbe'°'Wrtabt Brotbe'r_• Manorial Trophy 

I. to,-.. I - . . , ._ 

Br '"" ~1'.. decad•• of cledlcated ••me• la tbe 
Conan•••Ibelplq &o •ba~ utloaal and bltena• 
tlonal pollfl•• ancl proaram. fo·r the adnllc:emen& ----
ot amtl•llj ad tile peaceAal explo~alloa and u•• of 
apace, 1llay• ,oar••lf become a 1pace.-aa•,....... . ' 

. - . 

Ou acleDt~•t• aa4 enalaeer•• oor 0Jel'I and •••
tMm••• who ••• beea ao eaccea ■ful ID cro••lna 
saew frozau, ra la dae al• aad Ill epaa. woald bafl 
bffo •:r•wllboat ,oar .teloa ucl •troaa 
npport. I 

J coqn tie ,-mo1t heart117 • W• wall• 
.......,.. •• I 

'.. 

¥,< 
Honoral»le I arrn G. M.,_NII i ·- ./
Vzalted Staie• Soator · J. ffe./'i ti-~,,_, 
Wnabt llrotbe•• Memonal Dlaaer / ~ f ,, • J' 

· Slaeratoa-P.ark Hotel /&'4't,/V' rr~AA

••ehlna- J>.C. ' -· 
LB.T:NASA:loB:ck 
cc: Jlm Joie•/Harry lAlddletoa/Peter BellCbley/Ellaka Ha•ek/CF 
EVENT& D CEMBER 11 . >< 
Wbea •lpe to be dollYered by WH car to Mr. Donald R. Jackson, 

Chair Wria)at Mem. Dimler Comm., Aero Club of Waahington, 
1629 1t St • NW._ Waablqtoa. ». C. 20006 R£CE\\JE'1 

OE.Cl ~) 1968 
CEi1\\1J\\. fl\.~~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
~pj " 

WASIIINOTONI 

(J.S4-/i j
'-li.-,..7 

Monday, December 2, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Proclamation of the Astronaut Agreement 

Attached at Tab A for your signature is a proclamation 
of the Agree_ment on the Rescue and Return of Astronauts 
and Return of Space Objects. 

'. 
The c\.ppropriate instruments of ratification are being 

deposited Tuesday, December 3, in London, Moscow, and 
Washington. This will bring the Agreement into force. 

The -State Department proposes that the proclamation 
be issued in a routine manner without ceremony. 

At Tab B is a proposed White House press release on 
the proclamation. 

If you approv~,e. will need 
your signato on the pro-
clamation ·. 

Disapprove 

Call me 

_ , . : f :)y.J,f/tv c.. o~ ~ fj, [vf_ ·'. 

~ f"lQ [';.,,_ 1Yi f\,..'f\ .1 \~J -t. 

,, 



EXECUTIVE 

/14€ 3-·;J..;~ ,t 
/71R.,-1/e,,.

• 

November 21. 1968 

The Prealdent waa lntoreated to lean o! the epeclal project undertaken 
by the etudttnt• and eta!f of Colonel John Olenn Elementary School. He 
send• warm greetluge to all who wW b• pal'ticipaUns ln tbl• ptdotlc 
efton. 

"lf I could write one letter to every Amerlca11 c:ltlze11 I 
would make lt bitlel but direct. I w~d 1ay: 

''My lellow cltlzen, den1ocracy depend• en whether you 
are wiUJ.ng to conduct yo\11"Delf ae it tho destiny of m:lny 
othere woro 1n your hands. and as U the future aud char­
actor of our Matton were to bo decided by whai ycu arc 
and what you do. Ltve every clay with the kno·,1ledge that 
America la t.'it:1 sum total of all the dechlons you and 
people like you nrcs making thla vei-y hour." 

I am happy to enclose an autogra.phod photog~ph,- to{!cthor with aome 
,:eleaeeo which may be useful for your d!spb.y. They are e~nt to you 
with the President'a boat wishes for a cha.llenglng and tnutful endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Whitney Shoemaker 
Allsl•ta.nt to the l?rcsident 

X. &e ~£ l.r-n~J :_
1'.u-,. Riehard H. Fowler r :- ·- .?l~ Colonel John Cl~nn Elementary School 

)( 1300 East IR.I"tmoor Avonuc. 
Seven Hills, Ohio 4413 l 

I 
Enclosures: B &. W autog. photo signed: "Lyndon B. Johnson"; 3 rels of 
Feb 20 and 23, 1962 re flight of astronaut John Glenn; rel of 6/11/68, P's rtnks 
to Capitol Page School Grads; rel of 6/10/68, P's rmks to 1968 Presidential 
Scholars;· rel of I /26/6-8, P's rmks to delegatea ·at Senate Youth Prog; rel of 
2/22/65, P's rmks at Univ. of Ky; rel of 3/3/65, P's rmks at Smithsonian Inst. 
(Quotation from Tel of 8/Z0/66, rmks by Pat Lewiston, Mainej 
cc: Mr. ~fiddleton cc : Mr. ShoemakerDEK:ltd - -- ·:.--- ,: . -~ ~ .!. :... . . _, 

https://Allsl�ta.nt
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NlCHTLETTER NOVEJl~ER 2D. 1968 

Lt. Col. Donn F. ~ -lsete. USAF 
c/o Mr. A~ark. L. l.r!owrey 

,;:,,.Banquet Chairman'< 
Donn F. "Eisele Day . 
80 Eut Long Street 
Columbua. Ohio 43215 

I wa.s delighted to heal" that so many hometown lrlends aro 
ptherlng in your b..,nor. No one deserve• their tribute more. 

Your bravery has ma.de yen a hero for all yo\U' fellow Americans. 
and bas earned you our nation' 1 ~ratltude. 

Nothing could pleaae me n ::i.ore th:ul to ohare in the adnuraUon 
and pride o.f thooe who have followed you.r career from youth. 
and into wboae u.Jdst you have brought 6Uch an em~able exa.-cple 
of dedicated public service. 

LYNDON B. JOMSON 

LBJ:EH:sar 
, I 
1l/;l/

CC: Juanita Roberts. Eliska Haaelc. Loyd Hackler, Mary Hooper, Harry 2'.-: Wdle- · 
· ton. CF ,, 

# 

Req'd by: Banquet Chm, Mr. l-.·!.ark l.~owrey 
Event: Nov. zz. 1968. 

,,. 
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November 18. 1968 

• OS t.f-l · 
/7/13-.:2/~-~MJ . .. 
()I? If- :J.J 

J)ear Mr. Vaa Valkenbur1: 

Thuk ro.i for the nice worda &bout 

Wp at the llanc:h and the Apollo 7 ceremony. 

Glad to be of help I 

Loyd Hackler 
Aa•l•t.ant Preaa Secretary 

to the PreaideDl 

..,._ 

Mr. George Van Valkenbar1 
Channel 2~KCET · 
1313 North Vine Street 
Lo• Aaaele-. CallfOl'Dl& 90028 

LH/cg 

1 
' \ 

.\.,"' ' 

t • •• t , 

: I 
I 



OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

November 15, 1968 

MEMORANDUM to Mr. James Jones 
The White House 

I ha'\e just learned that the Vice President 
will visit~Cape Kennedy for a NASA briefing 
and tour Monday, November 18. Arrives 
11:35 a.m., departs 2:30 p.m., EST. Will 
see Apollo 8 astronauts. 

X 

~ As istant Administrator 
for _Public Affairs 

cc: George Christian 
Elizabeth Carpenter 
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EXECUYf'/~ . . ;r . 

~l?~·-1/1< 
OS'f-1 

November 15, 1968 

· etvPo~-1J flt.' . 
Dear Mla•~s• ·..· · 

~ . . .. 

The ·Proeidont asked mo to reply to your recent lettet:" conccrntna 
_the Medal ·of Honor ceremony of September 19, 1968. 

A• you know, the President ,vaa extremely proud o! all five of the 
Medal of Honor rec:iplente honored on that day. Accordtngly, he 
autographed pictures to all of the recipients including your uncle, 
Flrat Sergeany.McNorney. Ho alao directed that we. send photo• 
graphs'°' f)l/4'amUy members proscnt on that day. 

~ /)Jr
Unfortunately, there we1·e four Kresse3 present at the c:oremor,y 
and the Army was unable to idsntiiy which picture wa.s yo1.1rs. As 
ts our f;ustom in a case like that. we sont all of the plc:turea to y¢ur 
uncle and asked that he l de11ti!y them aud forward them on to you. 
I know that he wns in the process o! pacldng to once ago.ln go to . 
Vietnam and so, perhaps , he was unable to complete tho t.i:e;k. U, 
for some reaoon, you havo not now i·cceived tho picture or if he 
does not still have your picture, pleatHl don't h~aitate to write me - ' again and we will attempt to obtain & copy !or you. 

Ou behalf ct the Prestdent, my best wlshe8 to you. 

Sineerely, 

HAYWOOD R. SMITH 
Colonel, United St~teo :M:adna- Corps ·. 
Armed Forces Ald,3 to the Preslcont 

cc: ijeadin File 
A} yCentrJ Files 

Li\ · 
0 HCR:rwb - ~ 

,,..-: 
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Th~reday - 1:00 p.m. M .A.:,;-_~ 
---- ·. .. ----··-·-

MEMO~QUM FOR 
COL.HAYWOODSMITH 

1 &Jn eendlng the attached back to you. 
We are thinking about a White House 
dinner for all the astronauts. 

U we do.this might be an appropriate 
occasion to renew these award ■ for 
the President'• presentation. 

Jame• R. Jone• 

Memo to JRJ dated October 30, 1968 from Haywood Smith 
re presentation of Distinguished Service Medal and Distinguished 
Flying Cross to Schirra an«t"Eisele1 d ~ r, I 

.( /. . . 
JRJ:ny Jt/cd!Zt, '1~ .. 

•. 
REC EIV ED . 

NOV 71968 

Nothing el s e sent to / /4:. 
Central Files as otL~Lt.~/

- . . - ·- 7~ L,,,. 

CENTR.~L FILES 
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November 1, 1968 

MEMORANDU~i FOR THE WHITE HOUSE PRE~S 

From: Tom Johnson 

You ehould aaeemblc ln the Johnson City Presa Center 
no later th,,n 9:30 a. m. 

Buues v,ill depart Johnson City Presa Center at 9:45 a. m. 

Individual cars will not be permitted ln eide the Ranch, 
except for the !ollowlng lour network cars with aound 
crewo (ABC, NBC, CBS, UPI). (Uso Boy Scout entrance) 

There will be live c apability for network tranemleclon. 

There will be only 8 telephones at the Ranch hangar. 
Aa soon as the event ends all pres s except wires and 
those on severe filing deadlines will be taken back to 
.Johnson City. 

The program wlll b egin in the hangar at 10:30 a. m. 

Xe.Al,Mt &.,,,-JI~7 ./ JI-~ 

~&~/ ~A>-J~ ~ 
¢Ji0vM--,j ...:!l,1-~ d ,A.I. 

. • r!XE-eu a fV"" &) I 
/~//:U 
os7' 
OG 1/-I 
ri5-:Z6-0 
~/17 
,1(7/f?/;?'- :z_,.,J 

~/?/f- o2-/..:?_L/&4 

I 
I 
i 
f 
l 
I 

I 

I 
·I
f 
p 
t 
I 
!I
i 

,,, 



L _________,;_._______.________._______.___..__1~iiiECClUJT'J;~!"VrE_E~~~ I 
""T,/J/ ;/,. :,. 

tJS«/ 

-- - - ---- -- ...-..- .....-

Date: 

TO: JIM JONES 

FROM: BOB FAISS 

This is the NASA package. Julian~Scheer 
needs your quick approval of the NASA 
party, particularly the industry represent­
atives, so he may issue invitations. 

Maguire has the suggested speech. 

I think you might want to put one person 
in charge of overseeing this ceremony, 
someone such as Loyd Hackler who will be 
in Texas to follow through. I kinda get 
the idea NASA has its otm ideas on how to 
run things, and someone should stay on top
of them. 



EXECUTIVE r DSl/-1 
/JS# 
rtJ.J..60 

8:45 a. m. 

Mr. Jones: 

The wives of these men are presently 
at the NASA center in Houston. Their 
homes are in the metropolitan area of 
Houston. If you need information as 
to how long they will be around the 
Center, you may wish to contact the 
head -- Dr. Robert Gilruth. 

Clara Hyatt 
Correspondence Section 

(The above information per the National 
Space Council, Ext. 3300 -(direct dial)). 

.F(}..11-1 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION ~ 

wm,.GTo,, D.C. 20546 j'1A 7 L~) 

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
ICT 2 ~ \S68 

MEMORANDUM to Mr. James Jones ~~--,~~ tJ~ 
The White House :r~~ 9. 

~ JL J : . ~ ~ • I It. ~ h'),~
~J ~ I • 

In response to your request for program plans in which 
the President coulp participate in Texas in an Awards 
Ceremony for the Apollo 7 astronauts, the following 
plans are offered for your consideration: 

1. The Apollo 7 astronauts will participate in a 
presentation to the press and a press conference on 
Saturday, November 2, at the Manned Spacecraft Center 
Auditorium in Houston. · If the President does not par­
ticipate, NASA Exceptional Service Medals would be 
presented to all three at 9:30 a.m. CDT and the presen­
tation and press conference would follow. The latter 
is expe cted to take one hour and 15 minutes to an hour 
and a half and will consist of a description of the 
mission by the astronauts, plus the first showing of 
an excellent film made by the astronauts while inflight. 

The presentation and the press conference (questions 
and answers) will be televised live by the three networks, 
according to early indications. 

2. If the President desires to be present · at the 
Manned Spacecraft Center, the program can be adjusted in 
a number of ways. First, we will arrange the events to 
take place either morning or afternoon. Secondly, the 
program itself could be so arranged as to have the 
President either participate in the Awards Ceremony only 
or in the Awards Ceremony and the presentation. The 
program could be arranged this way: 

,~.
~r..: 

\~ 
....,,.;' '0 ·, 

,J 
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a) The President would present Exceptional 
Service Awards to the astronauts and NASA's 
Distinguished Service Award to Mr. Webb. 

b) The President could then be seated before 
the press and television while the astronauts make 
their presentation. 

c) We would break the program at this point 
to allow the President to depart and, after the 
intermission, move into the press conference 
portion of the affair. 

d) The President could depart immediately 
after the Awards presentation. 

3. The President could be host to the astronauts 
and Mr. Webb and party at the Ranch the morning of 
November 2. The medals could be presented at that time, 
followed, if desired, by lunch or anything else the 
President may desire. 

The group would then depart for Houston for the 
presentation and press conference. 

4. The presentation and press conference could 
take place in Houston in the morning and the group 
could depart immediately thereafter for the awarding of 
medals at the Ranch. 

Flying time from Ellington Air Force Base, near the 
Manned Spacecraft Center, to the LBJ Ranch is 50 minutes 
via NASA Gulfstream. It is much quicker by Presidential 
aircraft. Past experience of the Secret Service is that 
transportation from Ellington to the Manned Spacecraft 
Center is best by automobile rather than helicopter. 
Driving time is 10-12 minutes on Saturday. 



3 

We have talked with the military services following 
your discussion with Colonel Thurmond in Secretary 
Clifford's office. The Navy is planning to present 
Captain Schirra with the Distinguished Service Medal 
and the Air Force will present Lt. Colonel Eisele -with 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. In the past it has been 
felt that military award ceremonies and civilian space 
award ceremonies should not be combined and the services 
ha\e had appropriate separate ceremonies at the Pentagon. 
This idea seems to prevail again. 

As you can see, we are prepared to work with you in any 
way desirable to accomplish the kind of program most 
appropriate. 

T. O. Paine 
Acting Administrator 

Attachment 



Participants 

Mr. James E. Webb, former Administrator, NASA. 

Dr. Thomas O. Paine, Acting Administrator, NASA. 

Captain Walter M. Schirra, Jr., USN, NASA Astronaut. 

Lt. Col. Donn F. Eisele, USAF, NASA Astronaut. 

Mr. Walter Cunningham, NASA Astronaut. 

Wives and children of astronauts at Houston or, 
if desired, at Ranch. 

Parents of Captain Schirra and Lt. Col. Eisele 
at Houston or, if desired, at Ranch. 

Dr. George E. Mueller, Associate Administrator for 
Manned Space Flight, at Houston and Ranch. 

Lt. Gen. Samuel c. Phillips, Director, Apollo 
Program, at Houston or, if desired, at Ranch. 

Dr. Robert R. Gilruth, Director, Manned Spacecraft 
Center, at Houston or, if desired, at Ranch; 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

WASHINGTON, 0,C, 20~6 ~~ /4;~(/ 

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

I 
I . 
:i 

The President 
The White House 

,. 
I 

Washington, D._c.I 

i. 
i 
I Dear Mr. President: 
l 
I The public and press response to the_ success 

of.tApollo 7 has exceeded our expectations and,l 
because of your great interest in this mission,1~ I thought you would be interested in this early

I "-... . · sampling of editorial comment and editorialI 
4 cartoons.I 

Enclosure 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I, 
I 

., 
I 

I 
i 

•I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 

Respectfully yours~ 

~1,~ P,"""""'-·__....___ 
T. O. Paine 
Acting Administrator 



October 23, 1961 

FOR JIM JONES 

FROM: Tom Jolmaon 

1 called Jim Webb lid• morabac at tbe 
Preaident'• ln.atnactlona. TIie Prealdent 
■aid Ile waated Jlm to really lay OD a blc 
productloa for weekend after Dex& either at 
Houston or tile rancb to welcome back t.lae 
three .Appollo aauonaata. 

Webb will be reportilla to u. 

WTJ/ca 

.,,. 
OtE.CUTIVE 

r G>~6 o 
t;.s 4 - I 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 23, 1968 

FOR JIM JONES 
,--

, C •\/'-

FROM: Tom Johnson 

I called Jim Webb this morning at the 
President's instructions. The President 
said he wanted Jim to really lay on a big 
production for weekend after next either at 
Houston or the ranch to welcome back the 
three Appollo astronauts. 

Webb will be reporting to us. 



gxEC\J1'IVE 

//PE~e~ 
t1.5L/-/ 

October ZZ, 1961 

~ 
Mra. Walter Oe ah..em 
14M DaYOD Lue 
Nu•aa Bay 
Ho.•toa. Tex.u '17051 

Telapllaee: TlJ-591-USO 

Mra. 1olau• alllll I Jmow what a UPff •- laleterlc m•ralaa 

thl• mut be tor-,... We •bar• J'O'l1" pride and dlallkfulaea• 

that Walter c.-mpam ua retaned aafely ... tllat .A,.Ue T 

laaa bee■ allCh a maplflceat •ace•••· It b ,-r ■ acee•• tee, 

&ad America la 11M to acan.o.l.... our debt to JOU' cou•a•• 

Oocl ltle•• yo. aad you 1oo4 baabaad alway•. 

LYNDON L JOHNSON 
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OFFICE Of THE SECRETARY Of DEFENS~;f-f 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 / />.-

ZZ October 1968 

ME MORANDU M FOR Mr. Bill Gulley 
The White House 

Attached are a press release and biographical sketch for Major /40c<-r~:.rv ~ 
Eisele • 

../ 

I understood from Colonel Robinson that the President wanted this 
released by the White House and that there was some urgency to get 
the release to Mr. Christian's office. 

Air Force is prepared to send a priority message to the Essex upon 
notification that the White House has made the press release. There­
fore, I _would appreciate your calling us, day or night, to let us know 
when the release has been made. 

-(R.~~\ 
~~•olonel, USA 

Military Assistant 

Attachment 

https://40c<-r~:.rv


EXEtHJTIVE 

/?J,e'~ -1'-' 
~f¢-/ 

October z2. 1968 

Mra. Waltu M. ""'f-cNrn, Jr. 
207 Pule Slaadaw Drift 
Tlmhrccwe 
eunek. TellU 77516 

hle,-ae: 111-1n-21n 

Mra. Jollaeoa aad I are ao _,.,. tbat JOU lmaNad llaa retuud 

..,.1, fnm Ill• lalatortc nda•ioL .n. couaa• of tM Apollo 7 

er..- laaa Nell ....... '7 tut of tllelr wlYe•. YCMI. are ~• real 

llack•ap crew ucl tllla Natl.OD admlru yo.a aad thaaka JCN for lt. 

CM ltle•• , .. aacl Coam,a■der ScMrra. 

LYN.DON B . .JOHNSON 



~EOQTIYI 
/JJE#~ 
t).j'~-1 

Octebel' zz. 1961 
,¥ 

Ml-a. Doaa Y'. g..a. 
,1, Bayas View Drift 
El Lap 
-laroek, T.... 77516 

Telep-~ 11J-11T-Zl96 

Iba. Joluuea aad l baft IIH• pnylaa wldl yoa fer the aafe 

retara el ,-r pll■ a& ••--• Now tllat ApeU. 1 •• come 

back ntei,.. we are pr... te allar• la,-.. Jo,. ON ble•• 

L YJIDON II. JOHNSON 

•I • 



. nuTWE 
IX OSI/ 

OS/I-I
October 11, 1961 
Tpm 

FOil ED TtELSH · 

FYI 

Sa1"•••tMASA alafMIW be pu 
blto e.Wt for tllla sue• ol Juk. 

Ci.rte• Maphe 
CM:pc■ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

October 21, 1968 
6 p.m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: George Chrietian~ 

·The televi ■ ion and radio network■ 
have reque ■ ted approval to carry 
live any me ■■ age of the Pre ■ ident 

if he call ■ the a ■ tronaut ■ in the 
morning. 

If approved, they will need to 
. ' ..know about an hour in advance 

of any call. 

,/ APPRO:VE LIVE COVERAGE 

_____ DISAPPROVE 

,.Ii' ., "·,.,f •• .,. t. 

j,• C I 

' ., . 

•''I 
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SENT 
\YHC/c, 

UA~·J~ 
oa ~t..1 

"J;£ VTl ~1,2 \ ' 

FR~~ uo~~A MALONi'~ 
TO JI~ J~atS 
Cl!$ lt~.2'-~, 

U,i¢ASSlfl fJJ 

ED t~S.K ::tti'ft£D ltit ""L\rO-WtU& NU&Ao, FM flll 
Pi~£ft1DL•t• s· ~1,a;tt,~AlUI~. Jr llil~ I$> ft ii S.Ettf 
- ~ENO It lali CAnt or f)·:t• . aottal ,. ~ll.fHJt~. 
Dtat~GH• MAl~itU SPActCHAtf G!.NTll\t ~~ . 
KO ilS:i11:•'• t r.lt.i 1!'I~,,,. · · ! . 

116& PRArl iLAui ~ fOLLOt$1 

. . 
at~SAlt 'FR~t:I t~, ta!.ZIDEHT to t li£ ASIRO~Auid a~ flti 
APJ&:1.0 , .f'LlGnT, c1.,1, ~Al.I£~ j1. sttlid<A.· .a11-. t.us:..i.1,w~, UONN .,. ~,-a.. caS.AfJ. 00. \'AL:11-it t:1Witl1~11Al1. 

CDt:(;f.Al'lfLAtl:'l:,s Otl 1 KE $~0lb. i!'GIHNr..xi Of tHIS 
' IA?OLLO 7 nleilil~ It\£ dA1' U>.t Di ·PROUD Of YOU A~D ... IJF' 

IH£ l!Arlf l~l ~A~A• tH& &iRYl.04St &\JD lit£ Pi1fV~tt; ,Ar.PAtlJE.S 
.:HJCt' ~V! CO·~JHiD l'O £1Akt SUCH ,Ii £l!CC~ZfUI,; IIANN£D 
~i'ACE IUG·HI fiAA. 

c:v~~,th~~ ui I ttt PieU.IIu:,.-rr•~ gf,11ci CACV: ,cl A .tLALJ' P tl 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 19, 1968 

Joe: 

Question: Does the Astronauts' promotion policy 
which you worked out for the Gemini flight series 
also apply to Apollo? 

There are three astronauts in the 'A.pollo craft: 

-- Navy Captain,jkhir~a/ Waf+e-£ 

--NASA Civilian Cunningham I tM1//E~ 
~ . 

£,$£/~ 
- - Air Force Major Eisley .,/)~NAI

X I 

Under the Gemini policy you only get promoted 
once for a successful flight and in no event can 
be promoted to Flag or General officer. 

If this policy prevails then the only change would 
be a promotion for Ei~ely from Major to Lt. Colonel. 
NASA, as you know, gives non-promotion awards 
to its civilians and possibly a special award in this 
case to Schirra. 

Am I safe in assuming tha7.thisthe way we willi 
handle Apollo? 

yes no ___ 

LEL 

EXECUTIVli 
C>S ~-1 
/)IL) 9-K' 



October 11, 1968 

The Honorable Lyndon Bains Johnson 
President of the United States of America.
The White House 
\ilashington, D. C. 

Through your generous courtesy I have just seen the 
launching of the~Apollo VII First Manned Flight
in th~ Lunar Landing program at the John F. K~nnedy
Space Center. 

On be~alf of the New Zealand Government and our people
I · extend to you and all involved the highest 
admiration for the technological skill of the American 
people which is reflected in this historip world 
.event aJ)d would be grateful if my wannest 
.congrat~ltations could be conveyed to the intrepid 
crew. of the apacecraft. · · 

I ·am being .overwhelmed by the welcome and attention . 
-given to Hrs. Holyoake .and me ·at - the space . center 
today. · 

With .warm ,p·ersonal regards , 

Keith Holyoake 



i:XECUTIVE (!* :rij 

c:.'.rZ- / q/r> 
October •• 1968 t'.J 1/-/ 

PERSONAL 

Dear Mr. Parkers 

It wa• thoughtfw of yea to eee that I received 
one of the ballpoint pen•, •peclally de •lgned 
lrom a portion ol the ~ tla1 booate r 1ued on 
the •pace 0.taht ot John ,slleo.n. "th&Ak you tor 
prcwldln1 tbla Mnoncai memento·for my 
collection. 

Wl~ my wann •ppreclatloa ... Nit •1•"-•• 
8lacenly• 

. . 
:· 

,. 
l· 

')t * 
Mr. Cieorae Parker 
Prealdent 
The 1Farur Pea Compuy 
Juefflll•• 'WlHODala IJMI 

LBJ /LF/mek/11 · &ilt 

RF.r,n, 
OCT I I J 

CENTR, 1L l 1 .r..~ 
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~ ·ud•.-y 1 ask tlaa Sonat.o co take, anothor atop toward ■ table poaco 

un ih.l» c.hroaioncd earth. 

I ·am prCllld to i:rwmlt, for Mivlco ancl t:on■ ent t:o ratlficati.cm, 

Thi■ Ap-eeme~ pr,ovea •1-= that a cllvWea world can and ir.uat 

ovo-r-:omo it■ clif!eronc:o•• ln aipil'li AD4 •ub•tanco it ombodws ihc, 

lu.t month at Glaaaboro. 

Peace m-ut be built m pa.ti.am •tepa u Jmma tru■t 1row• to 

r , ' .. , ... 

wlth Sio Limited To1t Ban S'r11:,.y. Wo. mulcecl ». 1roat milo•tono Jn w, 

https://pa.ti.am
https://ratlficati.cm
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION ''-' ~ 
WASHINGTON, D.C. zo~, 

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

July 12, 1968 

MEMORANDUM to Mr. Jim Jones 
The White House 

You might want to make note: Astronaut 
Neil~Armstrong, a native of Ohio, will 
be at the National Governors Conference 
when the President speaks. He's an Ohio 
"resource". 

ian Scheer 
As istant Administrator 

for Public Affairs 

\ 
\ 

' 



NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20546 

O FFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

March 8, 1968 

Mr. John rurman 
Aa•i•tant Director of •roa:,tion 
WSB bdio and Televiaion 
1601 Weat Peachtree atreet, N•• 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 

Dear Kr. l'urlllan• 

Aa you learned in your telephone converaation with 
Wade St .Clair, th• July 4 date for John Youn9 i• 
iapoa•ible. John ia the backup pilot for the firat 
aanned Apollo flight which hopefully will be cOlllin9 
up ju•t a f-, week• after your bi9 event. Al80 in 
00uiderin9 a aub■ titute, a ■ Mr. St.Clair pointed 
out to you, we try not to 9et a•tronauta involved 
in pa.rad••--tbere are jut thouaanda and we try to 
keep th•• from being ju.at window-dre ■ ain9 and, when 
they do have tilN for appearance ■, we prefer a 
apealtin9 en9a9...nt . It appear ■ that thi ■ i• not 
fea ■ ibl• either in your ache.. of thin9■ for th• 
•salute to Aaarica. • 

T0111 John■on ha• been on top of thi• and ha ■ urged u■ 
to aa ■i•t you in any way we can . He i• a great 
booater for Atlanta and Geor9ia--we're glad we've got 
bia in Waabin9ton, tbou9b--.nd tha t IMk•• it doubly 
hard not to be able to work thi• out. I hope you will 
give u■ the opportunity to •upport you in ■ ome future 
endeavor and I am ■ inc.rely •orry thi• did not work out. 

Sincerely, 

Julian lcheer 
Aa ■ i•tant Adainiatrator 

for Public Affair• 

https://tbou9b--.nd


NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20546 

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR March 8, 1968 

MEMORANDUM to Tom Johnson 
The White House 

We talked with your friend John Furman and I believe 
he is well satisfied that we really wanted to help 
a nd tha t Tommy J ohns on had the whole damn sp ace 
program worrying about the Atlanta parade ! Try us 
again. 

Regretfully, 

a n Sch eer 
Assi stant Administrator 

for Public Affairs 

,,.. 
REeErYED 

f I n 1J 1968 
1kAl flLES 



. ..... -

February 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE JAMES WEBB 
ADMINISTRATOR, NASA 

FROM: Tm:n Johnson 

e have been aaked to determine whether or not .A.u-onaut 
John~ouna would participate in a fourth of July celebration in 
Atlanta. 

Jn the event that Commander Young i• unavailable, the 
0 Salute to America" parade would very much like to get another 
of the veteran astronauts for thi9 event. 

The attachments outline the program, and it would be a 
plus to have NASA represented in my judgment. 

TJ:sb 

RECE\VE\) 

f £.8 1 O 1968 
I. 

CE.NTRAL F\L£S 

.J 
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ON PEACHTREE 

1801 WEST PEACHTREE ST., N. E., ATLANTA, GA, 303_09 • PHONE 875-7221 

February 7, 1968 

' . 

Mr. Tanmy Johnson 
Asst. Press Secretary 
'l'he White Houae 
'Washington, D. c. 20006 

Dear Tanmy: 

As per our conversation today, I am enclosing several 
parade brochures which I hope will be helpful to you in explain­
ing our Fourth of July celebration. 

The astronaut I wish to invite is Commander ·John Young, 
who is a graduate of Georgia Tech. In the event that he is 
unable to attend due to a prior canmitment, we would accept 
a substitute astronaut who is well known. · 

'l'he Eighth Annual "Salute to America" Parade will be held 
on Thursday, July 4, at 3 p.m. in Atlanta. Actor John 'Wayne 
has already accepted the position of Grand Marshal of the 
parade. 

WSB-TV will provide live color television coverage of the 
parade. 

Thank you very much for your help in this matter. I am 
looking forward to hearing from you in the near future. 

;~rd lly,

(_ /, 
John Furman 
Asst. Director of Promotion 

JDF/db 

. . . -. 'i 
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~:t-~-:.1:✓.✓;f 
/lo /. c "'_/(,...~ . d 7 

F b ry • 196 

---------.10 ··M COLLE: 

Thi• b .request wldch l thiDk •how.d 
be hand.led by your o££lce, ••n a& thb 
late date. ln~L•entally, the letter reached 
me only ye1terday. 

l 
I W etl ez• &cceptecl per,oaally or malled 

to tho Whit Houae, I would think tb• 
g· t. would • all acceptable one• 

Lucy Fe:rplOA 

Ltr.. to the Pre•idat dated 1/18/68 ,4-

from: Manfred R.. 
~ 

Lehmann, Pre•ldezit, 
~ 
Malcli~ Philatelic A,enc:y, Ltd. . 

re havin1 Maldivian -~•••ador pre•ent a leather •tamp aJbum. commemorad.Da 
-the t:raalc death of three a ■tronaut• la•t January 27. 

'I 

I 

I 
. I 

I 

,, . 

https://commemorad.Da


r · e bru~ry 1. 1968 

Dear Mr. and Mr•. ChaUee: 

Thank JOG for yOGr ldndne e • 1n •endiag Mr•. 
Johneon and me an in•cribed copy of''• •• On 
Cour•• To Tb• Star•." We are bapJJr to have 
thh book for our library and to 1hare the pride* 
which yoa ud the entire Nation have In the 
achievement. and high ideal• of Roger~ 
lo•lnl and deYOte~ son: a braye and ccnn..1••• 
astronaut. 

Mrs. JohAaon jol11a me in extendlna every aood 
wlah to you and your family. 

Sincerely. 

. .,,.,. 
Mr. and Mra. Don Chaffee 
3710-Hazelwood, SW. 
Wyomlna. Wchlaan 49509 

LBJ /LF/mek/gg 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washln1ton , O.C. 20520 January 8, 1968 
£XECUT1V 

0$¥ 

4,;fJ' 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTCM ~~ .:L-/e~ J'".3 

THE WHITE HOUSE rt)..-//, t,?_ ·t>f 
I 

t1,~.3L'.3 -(!,t' .,._,,~ 

Subject: Full Powers for Signature of an Agreement ~_,P/-3 
on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return r/1/~.:;­
of Astronauts , and the Return of Objects 
Launched Into ~ Space

0<1Te~ 

Enclosed for the President's signature are three Full 
Powers authorizing (1) Dean Rusk, (2) LlewellynArhompson 
and Emory c.XSwank, and (3) David K. E. XBruce, .Philip 

~Kaiser, and Stanley M.xCleveland, to sign an agreement on 
the rescue of astronauts, the return of astronauts, and 
the return of objects launched into outer space. 

It is proposed that the agreement be signed on the 
same date, in Washington, London, and Moscow, by 
representatives of the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and the Soviet Union. Thereafter, it will be open to all 
States for signature until its entry into force . It will 
enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of 
ratification by five governments including the United 
States, the United Ki~gdom, and the Soviet Union. 

~~w ~ J___ 
~ Benjamin H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 



12-18-67 F 
TO: W. MARVIN WATSON 

FROM: JAMES R. JONES 

EX F-CUTlVE 

,F£J/-/ 
(!~/f . 
;---~,'ltO 
C).S-,1-/ 

L
'lleoLJ 

Julian Scheer of NASA called say we might 
consider sending some a~f~dn to Australia 
for any funeral plans for PM ,liolt. He said 
Holt was very interested in tne space program. 

I 1 1 II 1! 



NATIQNAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATIONrC...2 ~0 
WASHINGTdN, D.C. 20546 _,A/./9/ - / 

J/4"-a.1,· ,/ t7--1i1" ,,,vft .r.: 
O FFI CE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 

October 6, 1967 

MEMORANDUM to Mr. George Christian 
The White House 

The attached outlines plans for the 
astronaut funeral here

0
: Monday. No 

one else in the White Hous·e has this 
information, in case you want to pass 
it to appropriate people. 

Regards, 

.I 
- ~··; :;;~heer 

Assistant Administrator 
for Public Affairs 

== 

10/7)47 

TO MARIE FEHMER @ 
From: George Christian 



July 17, 1967 

FOR CHUCK ROCHE 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

Ol'FICE OF THE SECRET.a.RY 

July 11, 1967 

:t-filMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

SUBJECT: August 12 Chicago Parade 

Reference your query yesterday concerning possible ap­
pearance of Major Robert H.XLar._.-7rence, Jr., MOL astronaut, at 
the parade in Chicago on August 12, the following is provided: 

~ The parade is an annual ~£fair, sponsored by the Chicag~ 
Defender, a Negro newspaper, and the parade takes place in general 
in the Negro area. Colonel Springer, our Chicago representative, 

-advises that there is normally a large turn out by the Negro 
population, that the parade has sort of a folklore and Christmas 
Santa Claus type approach. In past years there has been so~e 
difficulty by military participants; i.e., comments front spec­
tators and objects thrown at the military by spectators. Hence 
all Services have more or less backed away and low keyed this 
event. This year the Army is providing a Color Guard and the 
Navy is providing a local band. The Air Force has no participation. 
The event is normally attended by the Mayor of Chicago, the local 

-':- Congressman, and is terminated by a large local picnic. Colonel 
·2....,.___.. ~pririger . is less than enthusiastic over Major Lawrence's possible 

!=],.._., - participation, although he does not anticipate any difficulties. 

Everything else being equal we see no particular value to 
the Air Force by Major Lawrence's participation. In the past 
our MOL astronauts, after their initial press conference on 
selection, have been "under wraps" with no public visibility. 
A precedence would be established by permitting Major Lawrence 
to attend this function and could result in many demands for 
our MOL as tronauts which could have an impact on this sensitive 
program. In the past we have turned down -;,r.eques ts, as has NASA 

RECEIVED 
' .L2 a1967 
,_.HRALriLES 

https://SECRET.a.RY




LARRY -

Wehave no reco• ionon this mmendat · 

■ ■ 

l 

l 
■ ■ - ■ 

■r 



with their astronauts, based on the fact that the heavy training 
schedule would not pennit public appearances. 

. If political or other considerations are not overriding, 
I recommend we turn down this request on the same basis that 

) we have used in the past. 

---,n 11 T,. _,.LJ, ... . J··~,.✓. ~ • 

,,_ 
~~~~r 

WILLIAM C. GA 
Brigadier General, USAF 
Dire.ctor of Infonnation 





STRAlOHTWIRlt Juna 6, 1967 

-'t( 
Mr•. Edward G. Olvena, Jr. 
c/o Manned lpacecraft Center 
National Aero11autic• and 

Space Admlnl•tration 
Hou.ton, Texa• 77058 

.Ame rt.cu• everywhere mourn the untimely death of your 
couraaeou• huaband. · 

Edward Given■ wa• undeterred in dedication to hi8 nation. 
And hi• fellow citi&en• are wu:livided in their 1ratltud• for 
hi ■ dl•Unp.i•hed aemce. 

Plea■e accept our deepeet ■ ympathy. Our thouabta are 
with you and your family, and we pray that Ood'• eult&lnina 
•treqth may fill the emptlnesa of thi• sad and audden lo••· 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

LBJ:WRS:EH: sar 
CC: Juanita Roberts, Will Sparks, Eliska Hasek, Bob Fleming, Mary HooperJ 

CF l 

Req'd. by: The President 
Due: AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 



-r: 5 

\ \. 

MITCHELL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, INC. EXECUTIVE­

- P.O. BOX 216 MITCHELL, INDIANA 47446 / ,c;/ .ff-fr1'(:M.~:, 2~, 1967 

/'/l(ik--~/ 
. A'~~n/V 

... 

Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson 
The President of the United states 
The White House 
Washington D. C. 

Denr Mr. President: / _/ ;,d.,,, 
x f,-,µ-<'t 

Tho Mitchell. Chambor of Commerce and citizens of 
this area are planninR to erect a me orial in honor of 
Col. Virgil I. 11GusnXaris~om in Mitchell, Indinna. We 
are forming a honorary boord of directors for this 
project and we would like for lou to serve as honorary 
chairman of this board. - ·-·--·- • 

The construction of this proposed memorial honoring 
Gus Grissom for his achievoments in our space program 
has met with much enthusiasm. The .fund now carries a 
balance or $16,000.00 and we have yet many areas to 
reach. 

EncJ.oaed you will find information pertaining to 
our ple~e to build this memorial. Also, a list or the 
honorary boo.rd or directors. 

Please give this request yaur consideration and 
send us your repl,1 as soon aa possible. 

Sin;e7o/ y ~, 

LAaD C.-C:.~;--:,
Bothing else sent to n.w. Cnude 
Central Files aa ot_$(.':"/t~L President 

DWC:1:m 

1--r ? 11 /,, l /_ ' . ½'~ -J,<X-<- 7; 11i~ ,. ; , t I . , . "t 
A City Of Di7~ified Industry In The Heart Of The Hoosier Hills 

Home Of Astronaut Virgil I. Grissom • The Persimmon Festival • Spring Mill State Park 

https://16,000.00
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To: 

From: 

211 Pine Shadows Drive 
Seabrook, Texas 77586 
Kay 22, 1967 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Wh I te House 

_Washington, D.c. ·-20006 

Dear Hr. President: 

Hy chlld~n and I have ·a request to make on behalf of my 
late husband, Gus,Grlssom. We believe that we have found the 
only truly beflttlc,g tr'lbute to him -- which Is to name the 

XHanned Spacecraft Center here In Houston, The Grissom Manned 
Spacecraft Center. ~ 

Gus Is the first senior astronaut to give his life for 
~America's Space Program. His dedication and hard work, since 
the earl.;<Hercury days, Is a matter of record. His duty always 
came ft rst~ 

This Idea has been brought to our attention from people 
all over the world. It Is our hope and prayer that you wlll 
a·1so fee 1 that Gus deserves th Is honor. 

.. . Slncerely, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May Z9, 1967 
bert H. 

Director Webb 

Marvin Watson 

Will you prepare a reply for the 
President's signature on the 

I . attached. Thank you. 

Attachment 
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EXU::CUT:i ~0 
.UE~7s+ 
OS-//-/ 
Fe:= //-7' 

NICI-ITLETTER May 4. 1967 

x*C ~taln Alan B. Shepai-d. OSN 
X

c/o Paul P.aney 
Public Relation.a Officer · 
l-'. :i.nned Spacecraf't Center 
.Houston, Texae 

)( 

The trailblazing by FTeedom 1 will long be ,remcn►. bered as 
the staTt of our Nation•• achie,remento in Uie Age of Space. 
T i meaaa5:e brins• warm rega.rd:s to you. 

I 

\ Alan. and to 
your collctague• and usocintea who have ga-thered to celebrate 
the Sixth Annlverauy of your Juatoric flight. 

LYNDON .B. JOHNSON 

LEJ:WRS:Nat.Aero~a Ir Space Council:sar/ • 
CC: Juanita Robert-. "\\' ill Spark-. Bob Fleming. Mary Hooper. CF 

DUE: May 5. 1967 
EVENT: .M.ay 5. 1967 
Req'd. by: NASC 

RECE\VED 
,;MAY 1 0 1967 

., ,i 
ICENTRAL FILES · I 
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'iK i:!CUTIYI 

F'r.3;-- / 

l1S,;/-1 

May 2, 1967 

Dear MT. Levitt: 

Thank you £or your telegram of April 24, addre•sed to 
.: 

the P resident, ln which you suggest that an American 
astronaut be sent to attend the funeral or Soviet Co•mo• 
naut Vladimir Komarov.

)( . 

~ 
A• you may have seen in the prose , M r. Julian Scheer 
or the National Aeronautic• and Space Administration, 
ha a said that the American Government did think of 
sending astronauts L. Gordon Cooper and Frank 

,<Dorman a• a token of reapect. "' Scheer said that 
inquiry to the Soviet Government brought the re•pon•• 
that the luneral would be an internal affair. s 

Sincerely yours, 

Nathaniel Davi ■ 

)( 
Mr. Albert Levitt 
25418 Crenebaw Boulevard 
Torrance, Call!ornla 90505 

ND:gg 

nrcttvEo 
MAY .! 1967 
CENl';~L flLES 



l-:XiECUTIVE 
MEMORANDUM /J,&/3' @ 

THE WHITE HOUSE OS-Y-/ 
WASH IN 01'-0K eC)~~~ 

S,,P/#.Pl?/c~--' /.PApril 25, 1967 
/VZ> I CJ/co.;, I~ 
-r£ / / ,::v

-6 Wilt r now·o iv 

-Froin:- »Fred Pa.«Z"e'r 
Mori.v •'\/6 

2E1?Jzst~ Tuesda~News Summary 

::1:. Front Page News 
/ O<>V V"-> C O ~ lp.t, 

A. Washington PosJbanners tne death of Soviet Cosmonaut 
~KomarC:v. 

0 Ail. iiis~ri t~ the lead story mentions President Johnson1s 
message of regret. 

Prominent page one stories include: 
I 

r/,/ltaM ~ 
1) Westmoreland speech coverage with pix headed~lile ea,e 
11 P:r"otests Encourage Enemy in Viet-Nam; no early end of 
war seen. In answer to a ·question, he said he was "delighted" 
at the news of yesterday's· raid on Haiphong. Earlier Senator 
Percy had expressed his "stro,ng dissent" about them. 

2) Announcement of We~t~n_w~eland1s address to Congress and 
briefing of Governors. ~al Roberts reporting latter stox:_y said: 
The effect of Westmoreland appearances is "to provide an officia~ . 
backdrop for the latest escalation of the war and a rationale for 
possible new troop deployments. 11 He said that it is understood 
LBJ approv3 these escalations but only agreed to step up air war. 
He rejected proposals to send more troops or pull back to enclaves. 
11A source" said Westmoreland will again ask for troops, wants an 
additional 100,000 and will probably get some. 

3) "Bonn Crowds are Fdendly to Johnson" was head atop funeral 
story. Ptit e'l\ewea ·-.I;B~ntililhdeaM5ez eons. Kilpatrick said 
warm reception was a big surprise in view of 'Viet-Nam and 
European criticis of Johnson Administration. J 

~ 6 ~u. :1 
8, ew York,Time ~i,/ee le.ad story over to Soviet Spaceman. Also 

speculates his death will slow but.halt their program. 

Other page one •coverage~ 

__ , I 
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FROt1 JOE ~ 171 ~~~n . •,--., ~ . . CALIFA O 
TO THE PRESIDENT ~ ~~-'7Dr-7--,,("­fl i'E( - . . 
INF'O WALT ROSTOW yQ·-eJ•~ ~C-11;,;;,,(i'-· (/(,2:JC,?,SV-(I~ 
CITE CA?67333 , Q;f .1JJ . . . 
C O N F I O E. N T I A l. \J . . · · 

9 : 4 0 -P M , MO ND A Y 
AP.RIL 24, 19 67 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JOE CAL IFANO 

WEBB AND KATZENBACH BOTH BELIEVE IT WOULD BE A GOOD 
IDEA TO SEND AN ASTRONAUT AND HIS WIFE TO THE SOVIET FUNERAL 
FOR THEIR COSMONAUT. WEBB RECOMME NDS FRA NK BOR MAN, WHO WAS 
THE COMMA ND PILOT OF THE GEMINI IV FLIGHT WHICH WAS I N ORBIT 
FOR 14 DAYS •. BORMAN WAS ALSO A ME MB ER OF THE I NVESTIGATION 
BOARD ON THE APOLLO ACCIDENT AND WEBB SAID HE DID AN EXCELLENT 
JOB WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. 

KATZENBACH SAID THAT, BEFORE ANY ANN OU NCEMENT IS MADE, 
THERE SHOULD BE A CHECK MADE QUIETLY WITH THE RUSSIANS TO . 
AVO IO EMBARASSMENT. HE NEEDS PROMPT AUTHORITY TO SEND A CABLE 
TO THOMPSON IN MOSCOW SO THE CHECK CAN BE MADE. IF YOU APPROVE, 
I WILL TELL NICK TO SEND THE CABLE. 

APPROVE-------~-

DISAPPROVE-~-------- · 

DTG 25/0306Z APR 67 
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THE WHITE HOUSE EXECUTIV_E 

WASHINGTON (9S' ¥ - I 
February 1, 1967 l1A·!J" 

Mr. Watson: 

Bill Stinson brought the attached 
certificates by the office - - he thought 
the President might like to sign them 
since they are going to: 

X 
Mrs. Roger B . .t-Chaffe e 
Mrs. Elizabeth Grissom 
Mrs. Patricia E. White 

Diane 

X • 

,~/✓,~~/ Jf
0.;,ef~ 

~. 
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February 9. 1967 

Dear Mr■• Younas 

The Prceldent asked that I wrlte and thank you £or your kind 
letter of F ebruary flr1t concerning EddioxWhlte and ex plain 
to you that your •ugge•tlon wtll not be poaslblo, For the next 
!ew month• the Prealdent'a caleodtlr hi quite heavily committed, 
and there doe• not aeem to be a time when thla might be 
arranged ln the near future. 

Just this week the President met \11/'lth the national representatives 
o! the Doy Scouts of America - • and he has a great interest ln 
the actlvltle• of these young men. We al~ !tnow what a !ine 
achievement young Eddle'• receipt 0£ th~od and Country Award 

. la. We all also realize that there could be no one to present this 
Award wlt~ the meanlna It would have bad from Eddie ' • father. 

/
It wa ■ very thoughtful of yo.a to ...,,tc a, you dld, and each of ua 
send• beat re1ard1. 

Slocerely, 

w. Marvin Wateon 
Special Aaslatant 
to the PrealdKot 

'I.. 
Mrs. Leonard Youns 
8 - D Seafo-"m Aveoue 
Winfield Park. New Jeraoy 
(c /o Linden, New Jersey) 
WMW:RKH:cc 
:s 
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Dear Mr. Bradys
• 

It was kind o! you to write. 

So m .any millions o! our countrym en and follow• 
m.en o! otho r nations have counted the Apollo 
tragedy as a personal loas. 1 want you to know 
that the aentimenta of aratitude and compassion 
they • hare with you have been a comfort to the 
bereaved lamilioa. •• the"y are an inspiration to 
me. 

Sincerely,, 

Mi-. Norman C. ~rady. Sr. 
1826 Whlto Oak Avenue 
Baltimore,, Maryland 21234 

LBJ:CMM:trd 
.:l ' f 
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C)S#-1if; ~v, v~ -J. 

LOWELL D. GRISSOM 
71515 CARLSBAD ROAD 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 415240 

February 6, 1967 

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you for your presence and thoughtfulness during 
our sorrow. My mother and dad were especially comforted 
by the inspiring words of your le~r to them. 

-.Jd✓.,(_ ¾E1-~/4" p1~7
Our great personal loss is magnif1e(i by our nation 's lo,; 
of three patriotic and dedicated astronauts. I know that 
Gus' wish would be for us to press onward toward the 
conquest of outer space and not let this tragic event 
serve as cause for discontinuing or slowing down the 
space program. 

Most respectfully yours, 

Lowell D. ~issomJf .

{~,t~,f--) 
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DEPARTMENT OF S lTE ;::::-c::, /00- .. 
ExECUTJVll SECRET,U~l 05 I/-/ 

March 3, 1967 

Mr. Bromley Smith 
The White House 

As requested by the White House, I 
enclose a third generation print volume 
containing messages of condolence on the 
death of Astronauts Grissom, White and 
Chaffee. 

In addition, for archival purposes, 
the President's reply to each message has 
been super-imposed to the left of each 
incoming message, or on the back of the 
preceding messages. 

For your information, the books 
presented to the families of the Astronauts, 
were· bound in White leather with gold 
embossed lettering. 101 printer quality 
copies of condolence messages were 
included in each book. Delivery of the 
three books was effected ·by an official 
from NASA,' Houston, Texas. 

Warren • enderson 
S/S-S: 



THE WHITE HO U S E 

W A S HI NG T O N 

MEMORANDUM Februa.ry 3, 1967 
2:15 p. m. 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: LIZ 

You might want to consider naming a ~ational committee to look into 
the best way to memorialize the astronauts. 

A lot of suggestions -- some terrible, some good are coming in 
into NASA, and to the East Wing of the house because of the identification 
angle. 

Jim Webb says he is trying his best to "stall off the ghouls" -- people 
like the Gannett Newspapers, and Senator Holland who want it as an added 
tourist attraction to Florida and want NASA endorsement. 

In Houston, there are also plans for a memorial in the talk stage. 

There have been suggestions that a proposed planetarium be used to 
memorialize the astronauts. Land is being held for a planetarium on the 
Potomac and Oscar Chapman is a member of the Committee. 

Another proposal is a dramatic jet fountain on the tip of Hains Point. 

Before the wrong and haphazard things are done, a committee should 
look into all plans, including the way public funds could be raised. 

It may work out that something already underway in Washingtoncould 
be designated for the material -- and the local people in Florida and Texas 
run their own memorials separately. 

Anyway -- I believe Jim Webb would bear me out -- that it would be 
constructive to name a committee, perhaps composed of: 

X 
Dillon Ripley -- because of the space and technology aspects 

of the Smithsonian, 

Oscar 
~ 
Chapman -- because of his association on the proposed 

planetarium, 

JeromeJ(Hardy -- publisher of LIFE -- because LIFE will undoubtedly 

~¥a4~ 

https://Februa.ry
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February ,. 1967 

Dear Airman Bi1gin11 

l wa• touch•d by the ldndne•• a.nd branry ol your 
lett•r. 

Your concern for the vlctlrna of the Apollo tragedy 
ii further eTldenc• of the compaaalon that la Joined 
•id• bJ 1ld• to the courage of America•• flahtlna 
men. 

In that combination we have the kernel of brother• 
hood, and the foundation• for la•Una peace. 

l have told the famlll•• ol our a1tronaut1 of your 
me11ag• and the hundred• that accompanied lt to 
my d11k from around th• world. They wtll flnd 
comfort ln thla outpourtn1 of pride and •ympathy, 
I am •ure. 

You have thelr 1ratltude and mlne. lam proud of 
all your qualltl••• May Ood reward the atrength 
of your connctlon1. and the goodne•• ol your heart 
by a11ur1na your 1afekeeptna and 1uc:ce••• 

Lurno:r B. :1omrno1 

-! 
)(

Airman 2/C John B. Blgaln• 
AJ" 17731349 
307 Co.S GP, PACAF 
APO, San Fraaclaco 96J07 

LBJ:.CMM:trd - t.. 
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February 2, 1967 

Dear Mr. Rlguala 

Tho Apollo tragedy ha• touched the world's heart 
and moved all men cloaer in sympathy. 

lt may be that the heart will retain this cloeene••• 
Men may !orge a bond in aadness that will endure 
through their aeareh of the heavens to bring joy 
and peace to earth. 

The three valiant young men we have loaf would 
gladly have died for that. A• it 1•• their purpo•• 
and memoriea are honored by the tribute of the 
House of Repreeenta.tlve• of the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico. 

Yours ia an act of great kindness and it ha• given 
great encouragement. Please extend my gratitude 
and the appreciation of the American people to all 
who have brought ua comfort and .renewed stren;th• . 

Sincerely, . 

X 
Mr. Neator Rigual 
Secretary 
Houae of Repreaentative• of the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico 
San Juan. Puerto Rico 

LBJ:CMM:trd -- l 
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Dear 

I was encouraged by your report on the activities 
of the National Aeronautic• and Space Council 
over the past year. 

I know that you and your staff must share my sad­
ness at the Apollo tragedy. But it is a comfort to 
know that we share equally in the determination to 
reach on into the heaven• and find there the dre&m 
o! man. 

I look to your strong hands for guidance 1D that 
quest. 

Honorable E. C. W•l•h 
Executive Secretary 
National Aeronautics and 

Space Council 
Washington. D. C. 

LBJ:CMM:trd 
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Your frl•nd•hlp ua b 
aDcty uco ton ac 

lo tbeae t n le b ur•• •• CNr natlon mo\U'Jl.a the lo•• 
ol thr • of It• d•dlca~ .ou, we ar• • dally ant.. 
fQl for JOU-I' prayer,. Ynr tl!) ~ oac• Ol'e 

natalaaou-d Ille 

Slaftl'elJ• 

JJi ' 

c...,,. a. 
)( 

.t.. 
Tb• p U City Cbd iaa Cbllrda 
Tho ~·•• Clrcl• 
Waahln I>. C. 20001 
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CCI Juanita Robert.. Jlobert Kintner. EU.ka HaMk. Bob Fl~ J.-( 
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February 1. 1967 

I 
I 
j 

IJ)oar Archbishop Iakovoaa 

Throu;hout t.hese years your friendship has 
brought CO\lraga and comfort to this houso. I 

• I 

And in the•• boura of notional t.ra;-cdy and 
grief your eym;,athy awstainsa ua all. Your 
prayeza bring atrength to the fartd.liea of 
the dauntl••• ast.ronauta an4 dcd1cate4 i . 
Americana vbooo death we aourn. 

I 
May God rewa~ you hopea an4 your ~ugbt.­
flllneas. I 

Sincerely, j 
J 

I
I 

! 
I 

X
t'he !'.oat Reverend %akovoa 

I 
! · . ArchbiGhop of theXGreek Orthodox 

·Archdioce•e of lforth _an4 
south America 

'fen East. 79th Street 
Bev York. Kev York 

· LBJ1RX1EH1aar ~ 
CCa Juanita Roberta, Robert tintner, EliaJta Basek, Bob Fleming~\ 

Mary &ooper. a I 
r 
I 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

.,tCieora• Cbrlattaa 

cJr'j 
For yoar taformatloa. Prealdeatl6r•ath• were forwarded to die ~ ~/ 
arave alte• ol UeateDUt Colonel pnaaom. UeuteDUt Colcmel ~~ rs 
Wblte, aa4 Ll••naat '=omrnan~derCbaUN by tbe Wblte MoueK ~ I

n»rlat. . rd, . . . . 
r 

JAMES U. cao.,s 

Copy to: 
· -~r. Wataoa 

RECEWEO 
( , I JAN311967 

CE~lRAL fiU.S 

Bothing else ■ ent to tJ..i 
Central J'ilea u of J;~~ '/ 

l>RA, 

I 
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WAIHllfOTOlf 

January 31, 1967 
3:30 p. m., Tuesday 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I think the way the President handled the funerals of the Astronauts 
was very appropriate and in good taste. There was, as perhaps you 
know, extensive television coverage. 

At 9:00 a. m.,cNBC an~ABC covered live the Grissom funeral at 
Arlington. At 3 :00 p. m. NBC had a summary of Arl,ington and 
fhe West Point funeral ceremonies. CBS covered the funerals 
quite extensively at 1:00 p. m. Newecasts on television up to now 
have covered 'the funerals extensively. 

I think the idea of the President going to the funerals at Arlington 
and the Vice President and Mrs. Johnson to West Point was an 
excellent waywof..handl_ing a difficult situation. 

Robert ~intner 

( 
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January 31. 1967 

Dear Mr ■• Cirl ■ som: 

1 have been thinking of you, Scott and Mark throuahout 
these painful day•. 

I have felt the need to r~ach out to you and aay that none 
of you la alone while eo many ehare yoUJ' grief and hold 
you in their heart ■• 

It la little enough to eay. Yet l think U would have meant 
a great deal to Cua. He was more than a brave man. Ho 
waa a eclfies ■ man who auf!ered hazard gladly to open new 
vista ■ for mankind. He wa• a wise man who could eay, 
w1th a alncerlty we all recall, that exploratlon of apace 
l• worth tho rlak of We. 

That waa hi• lalth. and lt was hie ll!e. In glvioa hb 11.fe 
be baa made bi• faltb more meanlngful for all men, for all 
time. 

It la faith 111 man: hla worka, hi• dreams. hi• eearch for 
deetiny. It la a bond ~t join ■ the human family 111 hope, 
and·wutea 1t now ln •ympathy for yo11. 

Mr ■• John■on and 1 are only two who mourn Vlr1U Cirlaaom, 
and hold hl• family dear. We ahare OUJ' pride. our gratitude 
and our prayer• wltb milllon9. Each of ua ollera you the 
com£ort of that falth whoae bright.no•• will endure bo•ld• 
your huabud'• memory. 

Slncerely, 

.,. 

I 

*Mra. Vlrgll L irlaaom 
211 Pine Shadow Dr1Ye 
Seabrook. Texa• 

LBJ:CMM:rba ~ 1, 

j 
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January 1, 1967 

Dear Mra. White: 

I wanted to •ay how much you have been in my heart 
through theeo •ad and dlfflcult days. 

You ahould also know, for what comfort it might 
bring, that tho heart of man h with you. 

Every day bas brought fresh evidence to my desk of 
how deeply and widely Ed is mourned. The lettars, 
telegram• and cables have come from all the world. 

They recall your husband'• courage and commitment . 
to a ■ plendid cause. They remember the in!octioua 
joy of the first American to walk ln apace. They speak 
of a motivation that·embraced no eingle program or 
nation, but tho whole o! a dream that is mankind'e ad• 
venture. They toll of the ambas1ador astronaut •• a 
man who brought the sunshine of the heavens to hia 
goodwill toura of earth. 

Ed waa prbed by eo many people, including hb 
President. He baa left ua precious gifta in tho new 
world• he ha.a unlocked. But hi ■ greatest bequeat 
le hi• own worth aa a man. That b a treasure tho 
mind can bold beyond tragedy and time. 

1 pray that you will bold our pride and gra.tltude 1n 
your own heart, and find reluge ln lta warmth. May 
God bl••• all your daya. 

I 

* 
Mrs. Edward H. \bite, 
911 Woodland Drive 
El Lago I 
Seabrook, Texaa 

LBJ:CMM:trd - .2. 
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January 31, 1967 

Dear Mrs. Chaf.t'ee: 

There ia perhaps little anyone can do to lift the sadness of 
these days for you. 

Yet 1nen <lnd wor.-cn ~cross the world have opened their 
hearts to try: ~•1th their i,ympathy, by their pride and 
gratitude, through their prayers. 

Your husband ls mourned by the human family, from it ■ 

great leaders to its little children. He h honored as a 
brave voyager who undertook a misnion o{ great hazard 
for all mankind. Heh bleDeed for adding strength to our 
determination to pursue his search and achieve his dream. 

The search of the heavens baa already drawn men closer 
on earth. That course may yield our moat profound 
discovery. The brightest ol our dreams would come 
were men to explore God'• realm and find Hb peace and 
love to share. 

I know that Roger will have found Qod'a blessing. He did 
God'• work and it will live long after him in bringing 
light and hope to the human family. 

Mrs. Johnson and· I pray that you will find strength in 
that warm knowledge. You will always have the comfort 
of our affection and concern. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Roger B. ,.Chaffee 
18515 Barbuda Ldne 
Nassau Bay 
Houston, Texaa 

* 

LBJ:CMM:gt · -
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January 31, 1967 

Dear Mr. and Mr•• Cha!fee: 

The nation'• •adn••• and the world'• compa•aion are 
a mea•ure of the lo•• you have auffered. 

Yet thoy are no 1••• a mark of the sreatneaa of the 
cauoe to which your eon waa committed, and the alae 
of hi• achievement• in advancina lt. 

To expand our knowledae of the heaven• h to eeek a 
richer life on earth for our children, and goneratlona 
of children to come. To •ucceed ln that great enter• 
prhe we muat have men of auporlor talent., •upreme· 
courage and aurpaaalng dedication. Such men are rare, 
but Roger waa among them. He wlll alway• be amona 
ua, warm in our bearta. 

He baa done more than atretch our hand into •pace. 
He baa moved ua clo•er to the fulfillment of an ancient 
dream, and ln dolna that be baa moved all men clo•er 
together. 

Mra. Jobllaon and l mourn for you aa we pray that God'• 
ble•alng wlll dwell with you. May you fllld atrength &Del 
comfort in the pride that America abarea wltb you. 

Sincerely, 
,.,- r~"': 

,· / ,··'7, 
Mr. and Mr•• Donald L. ChaUee 
3710 Hazelwood, s. W. J( 

Grand Rapid•, Mlchlau 

LB.J:CMM:trd . ~ 
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Dear ).-lr. and Mra. Crlaaom: 

Mon of your aon' • uttor declicatloa to country and 
cauae are rare•...___ y{;,1~ J . ,;!/.:.-4,rYn/ 

The lo•• ol ■ uch a man l• humanity•• lo••• 

On each of the happy occaelou when ·I mot with Cua, 
I wu lmpr••••d by th• atrength of hi• aplrlt and bu 
cool confidence in th• aucco ■• of our apace prograi:n­
H• waa a leador who ■hared hl• atrenath and faith 
with all wbo know him. 

By hi• courage, •kill and dodlcatlon, he bu auar&D• 
teed future generatlou a knowledge ol the unlv•r•• 
that will enrich thoir Una on earth. 

Yo.u aacrUlce ta beyond moaaure. But I bopo yo11 
will take aome comfort from the lmowl•da• that yov 
pride cm be without Umlt. 

Mra. JobnaoD and I mourn with yo11 u we pray for 
Cod'• bleaalng. Mllllona ahar• our debt to you for 
pvln1 Cua to mu, and luplratlcm to mankind. 

SlDcerely, 

1' 
/J 

Mr. and >.tr ■• Denn.ta 6rtaaom 
Vlr;U L Grlaaom AYODu• 
l-Utchell, Indiana 

LBJ:CMM:trd . ... 
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Dear Mr. and ,Mra. Cirbeom: 

Mon of your aon'• utter dodication to country and 
. cauae are rare.------ ~i~~ J._f;(.~.4-~v 

Tho lo•• of auch a man la humanity'• loaa. 

On each of"the happy occasion, when I met with Cua, 
I waa impress ed by the strength of hia spirit and hia 
cool confidence in the auccoa11 0£ our •pace proi r~. 
Ho was a leador who shared hie strength and £dth 
with all who knew him. 

By his courago, akill and dadlc:atlon, he has guaran­
teed future generaUona a knowledg• of tho umvorae 
that will enrich tholr livea on earth. 

Your aacrUlco le beyond moaaure. But I hopo you 
will tako aome comfort fi-om the knowlodae that your 
pride can be without limit. 

Mr•. Johnson and I mourn with you aa we pray !or 
God'• bleeaing. Milllona abare our debt to you for 
1lvln1 Civ.• to mm. and inaplratlon to mankind. 

Sincerely, 

1' 
< /j

J• • .• ~ 

Mr. and Mr•. Demua 6rt••om 
Virgil I. Grlaaom Avenue 
1'.-iltchell, Indiana 

LBJ:CMM:trd . ... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE tJ .Sl/-1 
WASHINGTON -eo 

January 30, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

SUBJECT: Suggested Presidential Reply to the Messages of 
Condolence for the Dea~ of Astronauts Grissom, 
White and Chaffee 

The President has approved the text of the draft Presidential 
message you recommended to be used in acknowledging messages 
of condolence over the death of the Astronauts. 

It is noted that all original messages as well as translations 
(where appropriate) will be sent immediately to the White House. 

W . w. Rostow 

' ___________,.,.. 
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I January 30, 1967 

I 
MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE CHRISTIAN 

FROM: Tom John•on 

Bob Fleming and I both feel that the Pre aident should 
attend one of the ae rvice • for the a•tronauts on 
Tuesday. Hia attendance at one would ahow hh concern 
for all and bh very deep intereat in the apace program. 

JC 
I \:The funeral forcrGrh•om l• •cheduled at.Arlington 

Cemetery at. 9. 00 a. m. . ~t: ··•, ·. \
' 

I 
' I ,· 

' 

I ' 

..,.• \ 

Nothing else sent to ~J~.h.J 
central Files as ot ~~L> 

."1,'-', 
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r),,/ . , 
u UPl-96 

COHRECTIOfllt 

IN U?l-75, AO!) APPOINTMENTS, SPELL IT ~ESSE~l. 

'-tNS 
I/J0 •-Gtl-17P 

l.PI-'J7 
ADO :?. Af'O\,J.:O• \:JASHINSTON 

~EP• · ·01.1,. F.. TE"GUE, 0-TEX., CH~ IRMA I Or THE. SUSCOMMITTt . ON 
1'AMN!D SPA'=£ FLlflKT, SAID· T~::: S!:T DAC K \JOULD BF. COSTI.Y AND IF 
CO!f~R~S.. T'Rtf.:D TO CUT TH~ SPACE PROS•il\fl'I HI ADDITtOtl, •vt HlSMT I\S WELL 
'°"IJ£T OU~ ·s .. (ff)IJL~ ron GETTIN9 TO THE l~OON.· 

ALfHOU ,H ll r: 5 Alil TH!:: SP"C£ l:J \JD'JF.t WAS A BAR~ 1-JOHF.5 OH!, Ttt\aUE 
SAID rH~ ~ KA) NOT e~[J ANY SC~I~Pl~O ON SAFETY. 

TE.AG1Jr. SAlO KE HAD DISCUSS[O THE POSSl"-1JLIT1ES or AN l:1l F:UTOM.. 
:,CCIQE, T t1ANY T.INES VllH GRISSOM Atm WHIT.... HE ~410 VHITf. REPLH:O 
.Dl'fCE BY C ,.\?AfHN'3 THE SPAC£ PRBOltAM TO TKf. £ARLY DAYS OF AVIATION, 
!AND SAID lf WOULD H~VE BEEM A SHA"E TO HAVE STOPPED BUILDINB AIRPLAN£S 
BECAUSE SON-BODY 30T Y.ILL[t). 

T·£A'3UE SAtD ij ff lLE CONGRESS '11.0ULD CE'?TA I ILY RECEIVE REPORTS F'ROM 
rJASA, HE THOttG tlT AN INVESTIGATION WOULD BE A-'flf ·1Nsw.t• to t,ASA EXPERTS 
AiD TO THE AST~ONAUT&. . . 

·t/30••"El50P 

<UP1•98 > 

' ' 
I ' 

. ' .' ... •· ..... !,,""" . ·: . 
• • . , r t 

•• _I t • 
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EXECUTIVE 
os4- I-..~-,, ~January 28. 1967 ,. .. ;rt

'I ""l"'- . c,.ll:25a. m. "'4 I .l;.. f~ .. 
'l • .... ' r-... t,r -,,:

• I~ I t, 
- -,.:-MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Jrrt 
,r. 

-~,ifFROM: Bob Fleming 

~wsweek i• planDiag it• cover atory on the Aatronauts' 
accident, ■o Normal Milligan i• asking about your 
receipt of the new• a~ actions thereafter. --'.,

1 
; 

George agrees that a few fact• w011ld show how you keep 
in touch with important activities. 

May we provide thi• information - if it i• correct: 

You were ln the Mansion. that Secretary and Mra. Connor 
and a few friends were there for aupper. when the word 
came by telephone. . .. 
You advised the other• of the accident, and then left the 
group to dictate telegram• to the families and your public 
statement. 

You then received additional calla and talked with other 
officials throughout the evening a• ■ upplement information 
wa• received. 

1 do not ■ uggeat we go i~to detail• beyond these brief facts. 

Approved____ 

• I ' t 

•·-' 
I,

\. 

• < 

.. . 
) I 

• . .. 
~ 

. ~ 

,'I'._ l,:.M::.a.;al -

I -

. ' 

l , .. Nothing else sent to .~ / ... 
Central Files as ot t.W.fl✓tl 

b/1 -
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JAN. 27, 1967 
CL/mo PPl/OS 4-1 

OS 4-1 

Condolences to the President Re:the Death of the Astronauts 
~ ~ 

(Lt. Col. Virgil I. GRISSOM, LT. Col. Edward H. WHI'ra, and 
' )L

LT. Cdr. Roger B. CHAFFEE) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

January 19, 1967 
1:00 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: The President 

FROM: The Vice President 

The visits of our astronauts to foreign countries is proving 

immensely successful. It brings an abundance of good will and 

favorable publicity for the United States. This has been the case 

without exception wherever U.S. astronauts have traveled. 

Recently Aatronau~~ Jordon an~,j;matrong took a tour of 

Latin American count~ve ~eviewed the report of that 

tour and wish to share these observations: 

(1) Countries Visited: Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, and Panama. 

(2) Persons Met With: President or Acting President, Cabinet 

Members, Senators and Congressmen, Governors, Mayors, and 

Scientists. 

(3) Reaction of Local Populace: The general population was 

usually spontaneous, friendly, and extremely warm. Much of this 

\fl 



- 2 -

is attributed to Astronauts Armstrong's and Gordon's cordiality and 

willingness to extend themselves and meet with the people. In the 

official meetings, a great interest was noted in the space effort and 

in the advancement of science, technology, and education that has 

been brought about by space. Of particular interest are communi­

cations and weather satellites. Easier communications among 

countries and economical benefits as a result of our weather satellites 

excited the imaginations of the Latin American people. The Automatic 

Picture Transmission capability of our satellites was largely unknown 

to the people but was intriguing to all of them (the capability makes it 

possible for any country to get cloud pictures directly from the 

satellites as they pass over them; the only item needed is a simple 

and inexpensive receiving station). 

(4) Press Coverage: The newspapers of each country visited 

devoted several pages to friendly stories and/or friendly editorials 

toward the U. S. space efforts during the visit. 

(5) Contrast to Soviet Cosmonauts Tour: During the cosmonauts 1 

tour, only the heroic efforts of the cosmonauts in space were hailed. 

During the American tour, it was looked upon as an official visit of 

a team of scientists as well as space heroes. The difference was 

attributed in part to the fact that the people were told that our 



astronauts were official representatives sent by the President to 

share what we learned from space. Also, the astronauts had the 

ability to answer all questions, and the people realized that these 

astronauts were engineers and scientists as well as test pilots. 

(6) Modus Operandi: At each country the following general 

procedures were followed: wreath laying, presentation of letter 

from and picture of the President to President of host country, 

presentation of flag flown on Gemini XI to President of host country, 

awards to astronauts by host country, lecture and space presentations 

by astronauts, press conference, and usual cocktail parties and 

banquets. 

(7) Assessment by Mr. Low: U. S. accomplishments in space 

had a profound influence in U. S. relationships with South America. 

Astronauts Gordon and Armstrong and their wives were exceptional 

throughout the trip. They answered numerous questions, including 

some unusual ones, very successfully. As an example, Astronaut 

Gordon, a Catholic, was asked if he believed in birth control, since 

he was the father of six children. His answer, repeated on the front 

page of every newspaper the next day, was "whether or not he believes 



- 4 -

in birth control was unimportant; but if the reporters will only look 

at Mrs. Gordon, he was sure that they would agree that control 

is i.Inpos sible." 
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.._·•.AUTOGRAPH ~ILi/ N,,_
December 14. 1966 . if, 

Dear Mr. Nel•on: 

Thank you for aendlng the Pre ■ ldent a Flr•t Day 
Cover commemorating th• conclusion of the 

. ~ "'' Ciemlnl aerie ■ aboard the "USS Wa■p." He appr•• . ,,, :'." 
elate• hanng thla ■ymbollc la ■ ue for hl• collectloa. ·::·. ·::· :-, 

The duplicate coyer Ila• been autographed. a• JO" ' ,f' reque ■ ted. aml I• beln1 returned herewith. 

With th• Pre ■ ldeat'• beat wl ■ he• ta your pl'e ■ eDt 
u•lpmmat. 

SlDcerely your•• 

Jwmlta D. Robert• 
Per ■onal Secretary. 
to tbe Pre ■ ldeat '' 

'I 

PC1 Eugene S. *Nel■oa 
348 66 99 ;t .. 

I 
IUSS-"Wasp CVS-18 
I 

FPO I. 

New York. New York 09501 

I " 

.., ______-.,M'ol......-..........- ~IIIMio--~-----
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~ November 22, 1966 

To: Jake Jacobaen 

From: Marrin Wat•on 
••- 7 

Following i• a program outline for the 
xGeminl Ceremony tomorrow morning. 

We will have NASA award paper• on 
the lndlvldaale and •eating arranaement 
on the courier ln the mornln1• 

Attachment 
WMW:MJC:cc 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20546 

I 

OrFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR November 17, 1966 

,·vvJ 

I 

I 
I 
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I'

'i 

I' 
i ' 
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' 1 

/VIJ .,,1 
L,...(U.o, l,V, 

MEMORANDUM to Bill Moyers 
The White House 

Just a thought. 

We are going to have at Houston, Wednesday·, 
November 23, the big Gemini wrap-up'awards ~/ 

~ ~ I 

ceremony. · . . 9f4l...CV 1 ,, ~ 

If it would serve your p~~s, we .,s:oo~d on 
Tuesday, fly Astronauts_J.ovell and~-ldrin to 
the Ranch to get their ~ards pinned -on by the I 
President from bedside. We are also g;vinq~• • 
our highest honor to Dr.~Mueller and Mr. 
Matthews, the men who ran the program.

" ' 

7~ ---, ~ ~ -
J.u'lian--schee~ . 
Assistant Administrator 

for Public Affairs 

-----·--- ----~.....,....~,......--....~,........~-...,...,...,...,.........~,.............,,.......,....--,,..,....._.-----
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~ H 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

✓ 

.... 
t 

November 16, 1966 
7:Z5p 

Mr. ·President: 

As you know, I requested from Colonel 
Cross the information furnished for 
the press release concerning the 
promotion of Astronaut Major Edwin 
Aldrin, Jr. 
X 
Attached is his report. Also attached 
is a copy of the press briefing which 
includes the so-called PX'e&idont•s 
statement. 

Marvin 

lJake: 

Find out who prepared the space memo 
ang give me a written report on it (the 
one released yesterday without my knowledge.) 

LBJ:Mary s 
11/16/66 
10:00p 
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MEMORANDUM I I 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIH IHOTOK 

October 5, 1966 

WXMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Okamoto 

~ 
Astronaut Charles ~onrad has requested !ive pictures taken during his 
visit with the President on Sep_tember 14, 1965. As I understand it, 
most••if not all--of these pictures were family shots taken in the Rose 
Garden. Therefore, the release would not require Presidential approval. 
If this is true, would you please send one print of the following pictures 
to me for transmittal to Astronaut Conrad: 

A - 1298-21 
A - 12?5-15 
A - 1298-9 
A• 1298-5 
A• 1295-19 

11<:G· . 
~·~·-· <tr·. 

-~--...----~---------· ~ :· --.....--.-~65 
. 

• 

Nothing elsa sent to . · j_ II~
0Contral Files as of_Jk, _/__L,!, 

E,./1.. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIIIINOTON 

3:30 p. m., Saturday 
September 17, 1966 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM . Joe Califan~• 

Attached are the nomination papers on Navy astronaut Richard F. 
~Gordon, Jr. Under the special astronaut promotion policy, Gordon 

is entitled to a one grade promotion - - from Lieutenant Commander 
to Commander -- as a result of his successful Gemini 11 flight. 

Gordon's fellow astronaut, Charles Conrad was previously promoted 
to Commander under the special astronaut policy. He doea not qualify 
under that po~icy for a second promotion. 

I recommend your approval of Gordon's nomination papl!r1, 

Attachments 



i 

I ~l:CUTIVE 
/ 

i 
t1SL/"" i 

l ~~¥-/
.Aqut so. 19'6 

MEMORANDUM FOB. HELEN COLLEi· 
- • I 

- - . • ~it 
I callN#J'Ma Steadman• Defeaie -aa4 
teltl Mm we Mclbae«l beth~ .- r 

· :t 
!, 

., 

J'ame• Jl-. - lone• 

Jl\J14Jlt. 
re pl'eject Gemini A•~oaauta · 

- . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 14, 1966 
5:15 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

X 
The attached letter from Betty Weinheimer 
asks assistance in securing the presence 
of an astronaut and his family for all or 
part of the"Feach Jamboree at Stonewall 
on June 24 and 25. 

May I assist in attempting to secure the 
presence of one of our astronauts for 
the Peach Jamboree? 

Yes_/ 

No_---'✓--- · 
Jake Jacobsen 



.:Mu. 'Jfz.oma~ <W. <Wunhdmvr. 
<Wdnhdmn .J.1£.u.foJ. e:f?an.ch 

..,StonE.walf., 'Je.,a:u 7 8 6 71 
Jun• 13, 1966 

Dear Mr. Jacobsen: 

Our little community is very busy these days with 
an influx of tourists, a bumper peach crop, and 
plans for the Peach Jamboree on Jun• 24 and 25. 
Last week I read in a San Antonio paper that 
Uvalde had the honor of entertaining one of our 
Astronauts and his family at their Parade and Ro­
deo. As I am on the entertainment committee for 
th• Jamboree and did not know who to contact in 
Houston, I called Earl Death• and gsked his ad­
vice. He was most gracious and cooperative and 
suggested that I writ• to you . The Jamboree is 
sponsored by the Stonewall Chamber of Commerce 
and th• people of Stonewall would appreciate your 
help so very much in getting one or two of th• 
!str..,onauts and their families ae guests of th• 
Jamboree. We would make every effort°to enter­
tain them and would be honored to have them lead 
the Parade on Saturday at 10:00 a.m., if their 
schedule would permit, or recognize them in th• 
evening at the Texas Peach Queen Pageant. What a 
thrill it would be for us country folks to get to 
s•• an Astronaut! 

We have invited Viet Nam veterans from the Brook• 
Army Medical Center as honored guests, and they
notified us that a bus full of boys plan to come. 

Please disregard this request if it is unadvis­
able in any way. M~ny .thant s ; for your kindness 
to all of us. 

I 1 I ,' I ' / 
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