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March 22, 1965

Dear Joe:

Your long experience in the struggle for equal
opportunity makes your judgment most valuable
to me.

Thank you for both your wire and your favorable
reaction to our latest effort in this important
area.

Sincerely,

/‘I//‘}%‘é} p. JOSOR

L \

X

X,
Mr., Joseph D. Keenan
2727 29th Street, NW.

Washington, D. C.
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April 22, 1965 SP,Q-?/HU &7-7//0/10//{ *

Deasx Mre. Kellon:

k was thoughtful of you to write to the President
following his televised address before a Jolnt
Session of the Comgress on voting rights, He is
grateful ior your exprecsions of corumendation
and good will and he, particularly, appreciates
your comments concerning Mrs. Johnseon and his
dauyihters.

In recsponse to your request, I am pleased to an-
close a vigmed photograph of the President and a
picture of the family.

With the President's gratitude for your prayers,
and with his best wishes,

Sincerely,

Juaaita D. Roberts

Personal Secretary
to the President

Mrs. Nick M. Kellea

2110 Maruel

Houstoa, Texas

Eunclosures: 8x10 of #10a sgd: "Lyndon B, Johnson™ and 8x10 of family
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MURRAY KEMPTON

President
Johnson
Salutes

THINK THAT, when all but one of us is gone, that
last one of us will be telling children about the
speech Lyndon Johnson made last night and that,

in such a moment, he will be proud again of his people
and of himself.

There cannot be anyone alive who knows the names of

all the children who carried us and Mr. Johnson to the place

where he stood last night.

There was a little boy named James Gordon, who lived
right by Clay, Ky., and traveled 20 miles to school because
Clay would not take Negro pupils. In the fall of 1956, he
heard on the radio that Negroes had been taken in the Sturgis
School, 20 miles away.

“Mommy,"” he said, “if they can go to school in Sturgis,
why can't I go to school in Clay.”

His mother thought awhile and then she answered:

“If you got the guts to go, I got the guts to take ye.”

And so he and she walked down tp the school on Monday
morning and were turned away by men in overalls with guns.
They came back on Tuesday morhing.

Harry Briggs was an 8-year-old boy in Clarendon County,
South Carolina, in 1949 when his parents, along with those of
30 other Negro children, petitioned the county for a better
school. They went in the end to the Supreme Court and
Harry Briggs Jr.’s is the name of record on one of the 1954
ordering the integration of schools. He grew up, of
be graduated from a Negro high school. Two years
after the Supreme Court decision, his mother was instructed
that she would lose her job as a motel chambermaid unless
she took her .name off the infegration pefition.
said
ica

L

“They axed me what I wanted,” she remembered, “and I

I only wanted for our children what every child in Amer-
_-mgmﬁoﬁ?w%m ave, and 1 said, ‘Do
you Wart me to go today?" S o
to go down to that L A
Heck, we be 1

In May of 1961, th
were sitting in their First Baptist Church while the federal
marshals struggled with, and the local police looked benevo-
lently upon, a mob outside. Those domestics were singing the
song that was then called, “We Will Overcome,” fighting to
believe against all the evidence around them.

But who could have believed that, only 46 months later,
a President of the United States would be hollering “We Shall
Overcome” across the well of the House of Representatives?

Julia Aaron was a freedom rider that spring and had been
beaten when she got off the Greyhound bus at Montgomery.
Evsu,sheandheremnpa.nionsmsistedongoingonto
Jackson, Miss., and the Alabama Guard comandeered the bus
on which they had tickets and convoyed it across the state to
be met by the Mississippi Guard. It rained at the border while
they were changing the guard and Julia Aaron looked out
the window at the Mississippi soldiers standing with their
bayonets.

“That's terrible,” she said very seriously. “Those poor
men having to stand there and get wet.”

She got off the bus at Jackson and went straight to jail.

I have always thought of them as part of my own history
of the United States. But, last night, Lyndon Johnson put the

great seal of the President of the United States on their lives

and their words and they belong to the history of all of us

ave had a few Presidents who bent down to be kind
hese people. But last night for the first time we had a
President who looked up and saluted them. May God reward

em for what they have done to make bi hie was last
ht and us what we may be tomorrow. -
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NIGHT LETTER

X
7{‘Si.ste:l: Mary Joseph
sefo-Riz—Reve-Msgr—Jamesemny—
ySt. Michael's Home

1380 Arthur Xill Road

Staten Island, New York

. I have learned with much pleasurefrom=Rt=Rev=dMsgri—James

—_—

Kemrﬁ'that you are today observing your fiftieth year of Profession. |
On this joyous and memorable occasion, I am delighted to join
your many friends in extending to you hearty greetings and congratulations.
You may recall with pride and satisfaction your many productive
years of dedicated service to God and to your community. May God
bless you and may the ¥ears ahead bring you the happiness which is

so rightfully yourse: e

\

\/';

LYNDON B, JCHNSON

CC: Mr. Holborn and Central Files |

Jean Lewis ¥

LBJ:FH:msc 0
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March 23, 1965

Dear Mr. Kessler:

In your letter you mention speeches by

past American Presidents. Basically,

all of us have had the same task: to
define our experiment in democracy.

The context differs, but the challenge
remains the same: to ensure that our
e wve full rights and a full

share in their government.
support, and for writing. Your
are a source of strength to me. sentiments

mu.ly "

LYNRDON B. JOHNSON

v

X
Mr. L. K. Kessler
Division Vice Presid

Aerospace Systems Division
XRadio Corporation of America
Burlington, Massachusetts

fpoflet Wiz j/ﬁ//’j/;; A
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March 24, 1965 Sl *J/"/Z( o? //‘—0@//6/

Dear Ted:

I am sure you have seldom said so much in so
few words -~ and I want you to i

I"‘mhmm

x

Mr. Theodore W. Kheel .
250 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10017
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF

THE HOME

7

560 WEST 150th STREET

MISSIONARY AND NEW YORK 31, NEW YORK
SABBATH SCHOOL DEPARTMENTS

iay 5,1965

Prcs ident Lynden B.Johnson

hite House
ashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President,

I am sorry to be so late CXJFLSb]n) deep appreciation
for your letter dated March 26, 1965 wh1’h was your very
kind reply to my letter. The reason for my delay is that
my m1n1stry has taken me to Bermuda for a series of lec-
tures and to Atlantic City and Flint Michigan since com-
ing back to the United States.

low, I wish to say that I am sincerely grateful to you
for your great kindness and thoughtfulness in scnd1n3 me
a printed copy of "REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT TO A JOINT

SESSION OF CONGREZSS -, THE AMERICAN PROMISEM (March 15,1965)

I count this a dear treasure.

Please keep me on your mailing list.

Sincerely, y g
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March 26, 1965

Dear Mr. Kibble:

Your letter of support and trust meant much to
me.,

I believe that if my speech achieved its purpose,
it gave expression to the sentiments of the great
majority of our people. As you know well, the
majority's work is not done until the rights of

minorities are secured. I pray for the time and
means to advance that work. May I continue to
merit the confidence you have expressed in me,

With best regards, 1 am
Sincerely,
7

Mr. Harvey W, Kibble
X Northeastern Conference of
Seventh Day Adventists /
560 West 150th Street |
New York, New York 10031

LBJ/HCM/net
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3 March 17, 1965
g  _ov=eiONAL
3 GGhRisel
5COF
S Dear Mike:
R
(3]
§. Your telegram was a bright and happy event in

my day.

Of course I am glad that you heartily approved
of what I had to say. There really can be no
argument about the position that I have taken
for there are few issues before the people of
this country that are so rooted in rightness -
constitutionally, morally, and humanly.

Thank you, my dear friend, for your very kind
words.

Sincerely,

LBJ:LOB:JL/jf

P po et )/27 ) Y5 e 5 anrs

N

[10f2]

— ————




WwA405 PD
WASHINGTON DC 16 350A EST

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
MY DEAR MR PRESIDENT

AS ONE WHO HAS LIVED THROUGH THE CENTURY THAT HAS
GIVEN US SIX GREAT PRESIDENTS THEODORE ROOSEVELT,
WOODROW WILSON, FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, HARRY TRUMAN,
JOHN KENNEDY, AND LYNDON JOHNSON ALL OF WHOM HAVE
WORKED TIRELESSLY AND DILIGENTLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF

HIS FELLOW MAN I WISH TO MOST WHOLEHEARTEDLY
CONGRATULATE YOU UPON YOUR TALK BEFORE THE CONGRESS
TONIGHT. I AM PROUD OF MY PRESIDENT AND MOST THANKFUL
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY THAT HAS BEEN AFFORDED ME
TO WORK WITH YOU GOD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU IN GOOD
HEALTH IS MY MOST FERVENT PRAYER. AMERICA AND ITS
PEOPLE NEED YOU

CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL J KIRWAN.

WAR 17 1868

[2 of 2]



[1 of 4 (front)]



THE WHITE HOUSE

RECEIVED

965 APR 8 PM 2 15

[1 of 4 (back)]



|

]

RETYPED COPY TNEQUTIVE

e S22 =\F T El2
March 23, 1965
Dear Mz, Knopf:

Thank you for your letter. I am very
gratified with your warm approval of my
speech to Congress. If, as you suggest,
it does make history, it is also the history
of our country. We have always responded
to the rights of man; the prineiples that
gave us birth are still our principles today.
The context changes, but the challenge does
not. Iam sure that, as a people, we wi
meet it. wild

Sincerely,

(

162 East 36th Street
New York, New York 10016

| %x%/ pelasd gl !;2 *éfé /,./

o

s

[2 of 4]




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1965

Dear Mr., Knopf:

Thank you for your letter,/ I am very
gratified with your warm/approval of my
speech to Congress. If/ as you suggest,

it does make history, it is also the history
of our country. We have always responded
to the rights of man;/ the principles that
gave us birth are still our principles today.
The context changes, but the challenge does
not, I am sure t, as a people, we will
meet it,

Sincerely,

um Publishers
st 38th Street
ork, New York 10016

[3 of 4]
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March 18, 1965

Dear Arthur:

Thank you so very much for your wire following
my March 15 address to the Congress.

It's comforting to know you approve of the actions
we're taking in responee to this vital problem.

Sincerely,
LYNDON B, JOHNSON

W
Mr. Arthur Krim

President
pnlud Artists Corporation

729 Seventh Avenue
New York, New York

LBJ:JV:PB:nlf
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March 18, 1965

; Dear Dr., Kiag:

I appreciated your generous comments about my
-address to the Congress and the Nation on the need
for voting rights legislation. 1 sincerely believe
that the mood of the country and the Congress offers
us an opportunity to secure legislation which will
provide a direct, quick, effective and constitutional
means of ensuring that all citizens will be able to
register and vote,

I fully appreciate the pressures and tensions under
which you are laboring and I am confideat you will
coatinue to offer a course of leadership that will
permit us to move toward our goal of universal

suifrage.
s ely,
L N B. JOHNSON
¥
Dr. Martin LutheryKiag, Jr. /
X Southern Christian Leadership Conference

5 Forsyth Street, Northwest
A‘n- 3, Georgia

LBJ;LCW ka

I . 7 / . / 2 oy ///’ ,.-’.’-' : P

[1of 3]




[2 of 3]



Wa58%1 PD
SELMA ALA 16 1132A CST

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
YOUR SPEECH TO THE JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS LAST NIGHT WAS
THE MOST MOVING ELOQUENT UNEQUIVOCAL AND PASSIONATE PLEA FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS EVER MADE BY ANY PRESIDENT OF THIS NATION. YOU
EVIDENCED AMAZING UNDERSTANDING OF THE DEPTH AND DIMENSIONS
OF THE PROELEMS THAT WE FACE IN OUR STRUGGLE, YOUR TONE WAS
SINCERE THROUGHOUT AND YOUR PERSUASIVE POWER WAS NEVER MORE

FORCEFUL WE ARE READY TO JOIN WITH YOU IN A QUICK PASSAGE OF THE
VOTING BILL. PLEASE KNOW THAT WE ARE DEEPLY ENCOURAGED AND
INSPIRED BY YOUR SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

[3 of 3]
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Dear President Johnson, ' “AUTOGRAPH FILE/ 47 ¥
I don't write to the President of the United States of America
every day, and when I do it's for some good reason. I want to say
that the speech you gave to Congreaa last night was one that I want
to be able to tell my childern, and thier childern about. I alse
want to be able te say that I was only 13 when negros got the free-
dom that they have fought for 100 years teo get, It goes to show what
one speech will do, because, when I saw you on television last night,
my mind was changed competely. I used to think that, "Johnson is a
flub-a=dub¥ my Father, my teacher, and my friends told me tjjat when
Johnson does something big he will NOT tell the world about it. Well,
I didn't believe them, and when the papers had almest nothing about you
and the uivil Rights Movement, I gave you up for good. but, being inter-
ested in you still, I saw you g&{# last night, in Cengress,
Nething more need be said on that.
I would be very honored if I could have a small something, er an autegraph
from you, although I doubt that this letter will ever reach YOU, the President.
WE SHALL OVERCOME

A Confident American,

/
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