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. March zz. 1965 

Dea.r Joe: 

Your loua experience lii the etl'Ulll• for equal 
opportunity ma.k.e• your jud1ment moet valuable 
to me. 

Thank you for both your wire and your favorable 
reaction to our late•t effort in thi• important 
area. 

~ 
Mr. Joeeph D. Keenan 
2727 29th Street. NW. 
Waehinaton. D. C. 

LBJ: JV: PB: sal 

}f;n/hl• J17, 1.J~5/f5 -441: 
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WA009 PD 

WASHINGTON DC 16 723P EST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHIT E HO USE 

,, i 23 

LISTENED 1HTH GREAT I NTEREST AND ADMIRATION TO YOUR SPEECH 

WHEN THE CHIPS WERE DOWN AND YOU WERE IN A TOUGH SPOT 

YOU CAME THROUGH LIK E A THOROUGHBRED 

JOE KEENAN. 

[~ 
L _Aa-e- - ')Ii 

.--- f l u) /6..: , ,, A~~c-<f '/~ 

t dv~) d/7 
:t ...___ 

V 1.J, I{/ 

d f t /1.. t- Iv(µ ~ '. 

). I. I ftp IQ,<?_ b 
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lt t{u? y to to to the Pr aicl t 
!e> telc\i. ecui ad.d,.•ecs .fo.rc a J'oitlt 

n. of the en votin & rl r-tbta. He .l 
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(;lo c .:l ii uod hot r~ph o .P,:c .cl<!ent Jl(! e 
p ictllTI) o! t e !tunllr -

ci:it 1 s gra1 1w.d inr yoar p.ra;era . 
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EXECUTIVE 

'S(; -3/rf{.l , --i;4 ~ 
r -::: -.F • 

I --i;. ,-/ N 
THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1965 

MEMORANDUM 

For : Mr , Jack Valenti 

-k 

/171 
From: The Vice President 

~ 
Did you see Murray Kempton 1 s column? It is 

,c, 

excellent , I am sure the President would like to see 

it . 
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?'f !fot1~ f{Jrn JJ 
President 
Johnson 
Salutes 

I THINK THAT, when all but one of us is gone, that 
last one of us will be telling children about the 
speech Lyndon Johnson made last night and that, 

in such a moment, he will be proud again of his people 
and of himself. 

There cannot be anyone alive who knows the names of 
aJJ the children who carried us and Mr. Johnson to the place 
where he stood last night. 

There was a little boy named James Gonio n, who lived 
right by Clay, Ky., and travele d 20 miles to school because 
Clay would not take Negro pupils. In the fall of 1956, he 
heard on the radio that Negroes had been taken in the Sturgis 
School, 20 miJes away. 

"Mommy," he said, "if they can go to school in Sturgis, 
why can 't I go to school in Clay." 

His mother thought awhile and then she answered: 
"If you got the guts to go, I go t the guts to take ye." 
And so he and she walked down to the school on Monday 

morning and were turned away by m en In overalls with guns. 
They came back on Tuesday morning. 

Harry Briggs was an 8-year-old boy In Clarendon Coun ty, 
South Caro lina, in 1949 when his par ent s, a long with those of 
30 other Negr o childr en, petitioned th e comity for a bett er 
sc hool TJ1ey went in th e end to th e upr eme Court and 
Harry Brigg s Jr .'s is tlle name of reco rd on one of the 1954 
cases ord ering the integrat ion of schools. He gr ew up , of 
cour se, to be gradu ated fro m a Negro hig h school. Two year s 
af ter the Sup re me Court de<'ision, his mother w a& b1stru cted 
that she wouJd lose her job as a motel <•hamberm ald wtl e&& 
she took her nam e off the Integr ation petiti on. 

"They axed me what I wanted,'' she remembered, "and I 
said I only wanted for our c/1ildren what every child in Amer• 
ica was getting. So they sai d I'd have to leave, and I said, 'Do 
you 1;.\l.t me to go today?' nnd they lllJd yes 11nleaa I wanted 
to go down to inal law:rc. 7u'"m rr.rJJ..~ -a ... •♦.:tlt.?!lJS,\ tV.1.\',\\ WV 
name oU. And I liolid. no, I can 't and I haven 't worked sinc:e. 
Heck, we been on that petition for seven years." 

That petitio n was ju st about alt th ey owned. 
In May of 1961, the cooks and maids of Montgomery, AJa., 

were sitting in their First Baptist Church while the federaJ 
marshals strugg,ed with, and the local police looked benevo• 
lently upon, a mob outside. Those domestics were singing the 
song that was then called, "We Will Overcome," fighting to 
believe against all the evidence around them. 

Bu t who could have believed that , only 46 m ont hs lat er , 
a Pres ident of th e United ·ta les would be hollerin g "We Sha ll 
Overcome" across t he well of t he House of Representativ es? 

Juli a Aaron was a freedom rider that spring and had been 
!beaten whe n she got off the Greyhound t>us at !Montgomery. 
Eve n so, she and her companions insisted on going on to 
Jackson, Miss., and the AJabama Guard comandee red the bus 
on which they had tickets and convoyed it across the state to 
be met by the Mississippi Guard. It rained at the border while 
they wer e changing the guard and Julia Aaron looked out 
the window at the Mississippi soldiers standing with their 
bayonets. 

"That's terrible," she !,Sid very seriously. "Those poor 
men having to stand there and get wet." 

I 
She got of! the bus at Jackson and went straight to jail. 
I have always thought of them as part of my own history 

of the United States. But, last night, Lyndon Johnso n put the 
great seal o! the President of the United States on the ir lives 
and their words and they belong to the history of all of us 
now . 

~ 
We have had a few Presi dents who bent down to be kind 

o these people. Bu t la st night for the first time we had a 
P re:.ldent \.\/ho looked up and saluted them. May God l'eward 
hem for what tt>ey have C\or.e to make hi:n what he vas last 
ight and us what we ma) be tomorrow. 
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u April 5, 1965 

NIGH':' LETTER 

.•.--/... 
t Siste r Mary Joseph 
...._,--l___r-.. ·1..._,. '-·" <'-"'-...__J~ .....;~ 
~...., .. _" ..... -'\.- r" ..... ..a~-. "'"'.me-::. -- ~ 

~St . Y.i.cL.ael's home 
1380 Arthur Kill Road 
Staten Isl""nd, New York 

-- - -- - -

, I have learned with much pleasur~ frorn =~t.-Rcv.;=iv!:;g-r-;--Jar."l<-S 

Kenni}that you are today observing your fif.:l.cth ye.1r of Pro:fes£ior... 

On this joyous and memorable occ..i.sion, I am delighted to join 

you r many friends in extending to you hc.:.:.rty n;rcct:.r.g::: a~d con g ratulation ... 

You may recall w..th prid.., ~nd satisfaction you::: ~~r'../: :.·0ci.uct!.ve 

years of dedicated service to God and to your conu::mnity. Mc.y God. 

bless you and may the yca1·!> ahead brin3 JOU the b.appinc~s wh:!.ch is 

so ri ghtfully yours. 

\ ./ 

' 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

CC: Mr. Holborn and Centr al Files 

Jean Lewis 

L B J:F H:m s c 

/ 

r 
I 

J 
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· ' ;,;'CU71V~ / 

Sr'-t-~~u~-?fa~ /,/ 

March Z3, 196 5 

In your letter you mention •p•eche• by 
pa•t American Pi'e•ident• . Basically , 
all of WI have had the •ame task: to 
redefine our ~rtment in democracy. 

The context differ• , but the challenge 
remaisa the saino: to enaure that our 
clth:en• ha.ve full rlgbb and a full 
aha.re in their government. 

Thank you for your exprea•ion of 
eupport, and for writing . Your sentiment• 
are• source of •trength to me. 

Sincerely , 

t 
Mr. 1. K. Keaalel' 
Divtaion :Vice Pree1dent 

and General Manager 
Aero•pace Sy1teme Diviaion 

XR dio Co!'Poration of America 
Burlington,. Ma1ea.chuaetta 

LBJ :RSG:aer 

j 
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RADIO COlR.n.>ORA"Il":n.O " OF Al-)1£ERi.CA 

J. K . KESSJ. El l 

AIM08P.1.t"I ,IIT#TlMM 1)1\"IIUOY 

16 March 1965 

The Pr es ident 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. C. 

IJURJ , JNO T ON, M.ASSACIIUS J.::TTS 

My dear Mr. President : 

Your address to the joint Session of Congress last evening was one of 
the most courageous and inspiring messages to be delivered by an 
American President. I believe it will be so remembered in history. 

Most thinking Americans, I am certain, will support and endorse your 
voting rights legislation as morally right and long overdue. May I 
respectfully state, moreover, that the sincerity and conviction of your 
message are equally significant in the vitalization of democracy within 
our nation and to the entire world. 

Like many others in the television audience, my pride in being an 
American citizen was reaffirmed Monday evening. 

Yours respectfully, 

jw 
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M 
J; 

arch 24. 196S 
s,o~--.;,~/u.:::;. ... ~~ /k* 

.. 
Dear Ted: 

1 am sure you ha . ld f ve •• om ••id •o muc:b. in 
.•w word• · - a..nd l want you t ,._ . eo ch 1 · 0 ~ow how very 
mu appreciate your iDter••t now . d 
aasbtance in time• ~t. an your 

Sincerely . 

~ 

Mr• Theodore w. l(Kbeel 
280 Park :Avenue 
New York. New York 10017 

LBJ:HB:vmt 
L. 

,:. 

J 

. -
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THEODORE W . KHEEL 

200 Park Avenue 
New York, ~ 10017 

March 18, 1965 

Dear Mr. President : 

You were great! 

With kindest regards, 

The President 
The White House 

[2 of 2 (front)] 
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llltffl "VE I 
~ , , 
Phones: AUdubon 6-01"';., .• '-:.O?}~ • 4=-0235 

NORTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF 

THE HOME MISSIONARY AND 

SABBATH SCHOOL DEPARTMENTS 

560 WEST 150th STREET 

NEW YORK 31, NEW YORK 

7 
, lay 5, 196 5 

President Lynden 8 . Johnson 
i ✓h it e Youse 
./ash i n gt on , D • C • 

Dear fir . Pres i oent , 

I ur1 sorry to be so l 2te exi-1ress in g my de'--p ai-1t,)r ecic, ti on 
for your l etter c.:tcd t1c1rch 26 , 1965 whi ch \..Jas your very 
kind reply to my l etter . The re ason for my Le lay i s that 
my ministr y has t aken me to Ber muda f or a series of l ec ­
tu r es and to 11tl ant i c Cit y and Flint Michi gan since com­
in g back to the ~n it ed Stutes o 

; 1ovJ, I wi sh to say thc.1t I an sincerely s,r atefu l t o you 
for your gre a t k i ndness and thouyhtfu1ness in sendin9 me 
a ~ri nted copy of 11R: ,r1Rf,S OF THt PRESILLNT Tu A JCI'H 
SESSION OF CO, J~_.:;s - , THE t\,·IEKIC,...N P,--<OMISE11 (March 15 , 1965) 
I count th i s a dea r treasu r e . 

Pl ease i<L-P me on y)ur 11ui1i ng li st . 

Sinc erely , 

- • T 
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•a.rcb 26, 1965 

Dear Mr . Kibb le: 

~ .. tn;.1vE 

S/->c2-s/.#~o2- 7# 

Your l•tte r of •up port and truat meant much to 
me. 

1 believe that lf my 1peecb achleTOd lt• purpo••• 
lt gave expr•••lon to the Mntlm•nt• of tb• cr•at 
maj ority of our people. Ae you bow well , the 
majority'• work la not don• until the rlsht• o! 
m lnorlU•• are ••cured. I pray for the tlme &Ad 
mean.a to advan.ce that work. May I continue to 
meri t the coufldence you have espr••••d ln m•. 

Ith beat regard•, 1 am 

-it 
x 

Sblcerely, 
4 

:v.lr. Harvey W. Kibble 
X'N~rtba••t.ro Comere!lce of / 

eveDth Day Adwntlate 
560 W eet 150th Street 
New York. New York 10031 

LBJ /HCM/net 

.fa /4 /Ill c!dft / 1k~_,,_,t,/ 
-----
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, \ MA IN[ 

NlfW H AMPSHIRE 

MA SSA.CHUS( TTS 

JIIHOOt ISL AND 

CO NN (Cr1cur 

HCW YOAK 

I 
3cUOH 3TIHW _: 

NORTHEASTEifN'Eo" FERE.1. cE 
OF SE\ L:\ TH I)\\ AD\ fXTIS'l'S 

TELEPHONE: AR[A COOE 217 • AUDUBON 6 0233 --- ~ 560 WE ST 150T trRO:!r 1 \ twW KaA;tcvoRK 1003 1 ,/ 

Mr. Lynden B. Johnson, President 
United St a tes of America 
White Rouse 
Washin gton , D. C. 

Dear Mr. Preside nt: 

HOME MISSIO NAII Y AN D SA98 AfH SCHOOL 0£PARTM[NTI 

March 18, 1965 

Being a native of Alabama I am personally acquainted with the 

racial problems there and want to congr atulate you on your noble 

stand . 

Last November, I was convinced alon g with most Americans that 

you were t he man of the hour to lead our Great Nation through this 
terrib le time of crisis. But let me tel l you that after your rece nt 

TV Message to both Houses of Congress, I am convinced more than 

ever . 

During your administration you have f aced some grave situati ons 

and have had to make some earth-shaking decisions . Your firmness 
f or the right, your determination to see that all men hav e t he full 

privileges granted under the Constitution and your fearlessness in 

making the de ci sions th at you must make have show us that you are, 

as I see it, one of the greatest (if not the great e st) Presi dents 

this Natio n has ever had . You hav e given dignity to the millions 

of this Nation's minorities , 

May God bless and keep you . 

Sincerely, 

Jhf/-~~ 
Harvey w. Kibble 

HWK: f 
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·.-HE WHITE HOUSE 
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EXECUT i'.JE _ 

..5~2 .3// u~ -:7 /~~/~ * 
March 17, 1965 

Dear Mike: 

:Your telearam wa• a bdaht and happy event in 
my d&y. 

Of cour•e I am glad that you heartily appwovea 
of what 1 had to •ay. There realty can be no 

·· th• poaition that l ·have taken 
ea before the people of 

t o rooted in rigbtne•• .. 
cone o y, morilly, anci humanly. 

Tha.n1t you, my clear friend ; for your very ktnd 
word•. 

-+-
Honorable Michael J . l(lrwan 

;< 
epreaentativ•• 

aa naton, D. C. - I 
LBJ:LOB:JL/jf 

I 

•vlAr !. 

;1Ji ,-,p-R-h A )n-r · 9 _g/;5'/t5'",-,.r K, ·., 

' • I 
;,/ <"(( ,,. .• . 

""': ... .,.--.,,,. . 

r- • 
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- "R 16 1,·1 2 59 

WA405 PD 

WASHINGTON DC 16 350A EST 

THE PRESI DENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

MY DEAR MR PRESIDENT 

AS ONE WHO HAS LIVED THROUGH THE CENTURY THAT HAS 

GIVEN US SIX GREAT PRESIDENTS THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

WOODROW WILSON, FRANKLI N ROOSEVELT, HARRY TRUMAN, 

JOHN KENNEDY, AND LYNDON JOHNSON ALL OF WHOM HAVE 

WORKED TIRELESSLY AND DILIGENTLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

HI S FELLOW MAN I WISH TO MOST WHOLEHEARTEDLY 

CONGRATULATE YOU UPON YOUR TALK BEFORE THE CONGRESS 

TONIGHT. I AM PROUD OF MY PRESIDENT AND MOST THANKFUL 

FOR THE OPPORTUNITY THAT HAS BEEN AFFORDED ME 

TO WORK WITH YOU GOD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU IN GOOD 

HEALTH IS MY MOST FERVENT PRAYER. A~ERICA AND ITS 

PEOPLE NEED YOU 

CONGRESSMAN MICHAEL J KIRWAN. 

CARDED 

M~K 1 7 i96S 
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PUBLI SHE RS 162 EAST 3 8 STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 10016 MURRAY HILL 5-3010 

April 7, 1965 

Dear Mr. President: 

Just a short note to thank you 

indeed for that handsome printe d copy of 

yom· Congressional address on Civil Rights . 

It is something I kno1i1 th;it my chi l dren 

will treasure for some time to come. 

Yours respectfull y , 

( ct '-~~ -c_ 
Alfred Knopf, Jr . 

The Hon. cyndon B. Johnson, Presi dent 
The White House 
WasM ngton , D. C. 

AK: md 
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RETYPED COPY "t~ -flt,- V 
0 s,,c:,o2-s~?'/o2 

Marcb !3, 1965 

Dear Mr. Knopf: 

Tlia:nk you tor your letter. 1 am very 
gratified with your wai-m approval of my 
apeech to Conar•••· U, a■ you ■u11••t, 
it doe• make hi etory. it t. abo the hhtory 
of our country. We have alway• r•■PC?ncied 
to the right• of man; the principle■ that 
save u• birth are atill our principle• today. 
The context chang••• but the cballonge do•• 
not. 1 am ■ure tliat, •• a people, we will 
meet it. 

-¥ 
)( 

Mr. Alfred Knopf, Jr. 
X'Atheneum P.ubllahera 

16Z Ea.at 38th Street 

( 

New York : New York 10016 

\ 

\ 
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T HE W HIT E HOUSE 

WASH l1':GTON 

March 23, 1965 

Dear Mr. Knopf: 

Thank you for your letter. I am very 
gratified with your war approval of my 
speech to Cong r ess . If as you suggest, 
it does make history, · is also the history 
of our country. We h ve always responded 
to the rights of man; the princip l es that 
gave us birth are s 11 our principles today. 
The context chang s, but the challenge does 
not . I am sure t at, as a people, we will 
meet it . 

£red Knopf, Jr. 
um Publishers 

st 38th Street 
ork, New York 10016 
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NE UM P U BLIS HER S I 62 EAST 3 8 STREET 

NE W YORK CIT Y JOOI6 M URR AY HILL 5- 3010 

Dear Mr. Pr.,sidentl 

J ust a short note to add 'M1' small voioa 

to what should by now be a tremendous roaro 

Mondq night was an e'Vening which should go 

down in the history bookll showing this nation 

and its leadership at its very best. 

Yours r.,spectf'tt~, 

Ql'--' 
Alfred Knopt, Jro 

Honorable Lyndon B Johnson 
Tile White House 
Washington, D C 

[4 of 4 (front)] 
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EXECUTIVE • -:-·· {j) 
S /2 d' -3 ///✓ca .. '/ fe, 1/'$~ -

¥arch 18, 1965 

Dea.r Arthur: 

Thank you •o very much for you:t wire !ollowtna 
my March 15 addre•• to the Congro••· 

~,. 
It'• comforting to luiow :you approve or the action• 
we 're taking in reaponee to thia vital problem. 

Sin cerely. 

LYl'' ~{Y"J B. JO HNSON 

+ 
MJ". Arthur Krtm 
P retidmt X 

xUnited Artieta Corporation 
729 Seventh ~Avenue 
New York, New York 

LBJ :JV: PB:nlf , 

/ 

.. 

• 
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LSEO~ I:~ MAR 16 65 RA065 
SYA029 SY NA063 PD NEW YORK NY MAR 15 1029P EST 
PRESIDENT LYNDON B JOHNSON 

WASHDC 
DEAR MR PRESIDENT MOVED AND THRILLED BY YOUR HISTORIC SPEECH 
AND BY THE GREAT OVATIONS IN WHICH THE MANY MILLIONS WHO WERE 
WATCHING SURELY JOIN MORE POWER TO YOU IN THE I NSPIRED LEADERSHIP 
YOU CONTINUE TO GIVE TO ALL OF US. BEST ALWAYS 

//lo/ ARTHUR KRIM 
\. 

( 09). J:f~~;;t-

1?>~ a /4 
1;.c; k 7 7:t 
~, ( 
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Ma rch 18 . 1965 

Dea ,: Dr . Kiaa: 

I Approciat d J r genero.u comment• about mJ 
•& r• •• to th• Cooar••• and th• Nalioa Oil the a.eed 
ior vo tlag right. leal•laUo • 1 • iacerely believe 
that tho mo of th• country ao4 th Coaa r• •• olt•r• 
"• au opport\lnlty to • •cur• legiel ton whlc.b will 
provl a direc:t, qukk, ell ctivo 11d co1Htlt\lUonal 
meau of eaa ui.og that all cUlaen• wlll be abl• to 
register a vote. 

l fu lly apprecia te the pre a,nar•• ed teaaloa.e \lAcler 
whicla yw •r• l&bor1o.a and l am coafld m you wUl 
cc,nttmae to offer a cou :r•o ot. leader•hlp that will 
permit u• to move toward our goal cf u.nlvereal 
•l.&Ura • • 

~ 

r . Mar ti.11 Luth•r,<JUc1 . Jr. 
X 6~thern. Cbrle U&a Lc:adoreblp Conferec c:• 

5 ~re yth Street, orthw t 
'""liilUll.MI 3, G orala 
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SELMA ALA 16 1132A CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

YOUR SPEECH TO THE JOINT SESSION OF' CONGRESS LAST NIGHT WAS 

THE MOST MOVING ELOQUENT UNEQUI VOCAL AND PASSIONATE PLEA FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS EVER MADE BY ANY PRESIDENT OF THIS NATION. YOU 

EVIDENCED AMAZING UNDERSTANDING OF THE DEPTH AND DIMENSIONS 

OF THE PROBLEMS THAT WE FACE IN OUR STRUGGLE, YOUR TONE WAS 

SINCERE THROUGHOUT AND YOUR PERSUASIVE POWER WAS NEVER MORE 

FORCEFUL WE ARE READY TO JOIN WITH YOU IN A QUICK PASSAGE OF THE 

VOTING BILL. PLEASE KNOW THAT WE ARE DEEPLY ENCOURAGED AND 

I NSPI RED BY YOUR SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR . 

I 
L _ 
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SELMA ALA 16 1132A CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

YOUR SPEECH TO THE JOINT SESSION OF' CONGRESS LAST NIGHT WAS 

THE MOST MOVING ELOQUENT UNEQUIVOCAL AND PASSIONATE PLEA F'OR 

HUMAN RIGHTS EVER MADE BY ANY PRESIDENT OF THIS NATION. YOU 

EVIDENCED AMAZING UNDERSTANDING OF THE DEPTH AND DIMENSIONS 

OF' THE PROBLEMS THAT WE FACE IN OUR STRUGGLE, YOUR TONE WAS 

SINCERE THROUGHOUT AND YOUR PERSUASIVE POWER WAS NEVER MORE 

FORCEFUL WE ARE READY TO JOIN WITH YOU IN A QUICK PASSAGE OF THE 

VOTING BILL. PLEASE KNOW THAT WE ARE DEEPLY ENCOURAGED AND 

INSPIRED BY YOUR SUPPORT AND LEADERSHIP 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
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Dear President Johnson , AUTOGH.APH FILE / ;("" ..f-
l don ' t wri te to the Pres ident of the United States of .AI:lerica 

every day, and when I do it 16 for some good re aoon . I want to sa;:r 
t hat the spee ch you gave to Uongre ua l ast ni ght was one that I want 
to be able to tell my chil dern , and t hi er childern about . I also 
want to be able to say th at I was only 13 when negros got the free-
don. t ha t they have f ought for 100 year s to get . It goe s t o show what 
one speech will do, because, when I saw you on television la st ni ght , 
my mind was changed competely . I used t o think that , 11J ohnson i s a 
flub-a - dubU Ny Father , my teach er , and my fri ends to l d me tt)at when 
Jo hnso n does something big he will !Q! tell the world about it . Well, 
I didn 't believe them , and when the papers had almost nothing aoout you 
and the ~i vi l Right s Movement, I gave you up for good . ~ut , being in te r ­
ested in you still , I saw you il,ffoH l as t ni ght , in ~ongress . 

Nothing mor e need be said on that . 
I would be ve ry honor ed i f I could have a small something , or an aut ograph 
f r om you, although I doubt t hat this lette r will ever reac h YOU, the Pr esident . 

WE SHALL OVERCOME 

A Confi dent Americ an , 




