IIIK N



m 1523

OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State

1} MV OcolucT
Q 1GI TO

~ X
Aug 01 PH'bS

- COKTIDENTIAtr EXDIS
Classification

/10

ACTION: CIRCULAR FLASH
e DECLASSIFIED n
Anthoritv f n
. NABS, DatP 7-"3-fO

EXDIS - PIERCE ARROW
FOR THE AMBASSADOR

Tlie following personal message from the President to the
Head of Government or Head of State, as appropriate, In your *~*
country should be delivered as soon as possible tfo him or
senior available o fficial; ,

7| am asking my Ambassador to convey to you personally a
statement | am making in Washington tonight with regard to
delib'erate attacks which have bg»en made by Communist North
Viet-Namese torpedo boats on American vessels operating on
the high seas. , - \

"As | am sure that you w ill agree, these attacks could
not go unanswered. The response we are making is, however*
limited and fitting . I hope t h a;Ittw il ma;<e *clear to North
Viet-Namese regime the dangerous character of the course they
‘are following in Southeast Asia.,/ %

lthe United States Government is reporting on these events

/to the
/
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to the United Nations Security Council on which your Government is

represented. I am confident that you share fully our deep concern
over these deliberate acts of aggression. | know that your Government
w ill give appropriate expression to this concern in the

Security Council.”
Text of Presidential message as wall as Pentagon announcement being

sent to you'septel and via USIS wireless file, respectively, and should
accompany this personal message.
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By., NARS, Date
The following personal message from the President to the

FOR THE AMBASSADOR
tf :
Head of Government or Head of State,; as appropriate. In your

.country should be delivered as soon as possible to him or

senior available o fficial;' [ ‘ -
QTE | am asking nmy Ambassador to convey to you

a statement | am making in VJashington tonight with regard to

deliberate attacks which have been made by Communist North

Viet-Namese torpedo boats on American' vessels operating on

the high seas. [ B

As | am sure that you w ill agree, these attacks could not
go unanswered. The respong,;:' we aie making is, however, limited
and fittin g . I hope that/jIQ®3t w ill make clear to North

1Viet-Namese regime the dangerous character of the‘course they
are following in Southeast Asia. UNQTE

SEATO countries should add paragraph stating: QTE | am

bringing this to your personal attenti‘lon because | know

that your country, as a member of the Southeast Asia Treaty

Xt

D rM by: TsUgraphic trsnMnitston *nd
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Organization, has special concerns and responsibilities with regard
f

to the peace and security of the area. We w ill wish to keep In
particularly close touch In the days ahead. UNQTE

Text of Presidential message as well as Pentagon announce-

~3nd via. USIS wir'eiesg” file™ respectively, o
e ment being sent to you septel/and should accompany this personal

message. 1 = ,

AND OTTAWA ' 'm
FOR LONDOI™ Please have this note delivered to Malaysian

PriIMIn now In London (it also being given to Acting PrIMIn Razak).

[} tr

Note should not be delivered to UKG. or to Canadian Government.

GP-3« c—

END

SENT TO; rt.r

CANBERRA

- WELLINGTON
MANILA
BANGKOK
LONDON
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TAIPEI
VIENTIANE
KUALA LUMPUR
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ALL AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS

PIERCE ARROW

All posts except Belgrade,,Bucharest, Budapest, Moscow,
oIV ', I '
Prague, Sofia, and Warsaw, deliver text President's statement
transmitted separately on urgent basis to ranking available
Foreign Office o fficial. Supplement with Pentagon announce-

ment of attack contained USIS itXKGiy wireless file . Separate

insCructions follow to;

Canberra Wellington Manila
Bangkok Tokyo Seoul
Taipei Wientiane Kuala Liimpur
Addis Ababa New D e lhi Karachi
London Ottawa , . . Oslo
Rio de Janeiro LaPaz Rabat
Abidjan Paris . The Hague
Bonn Brussels LuJcembourg
Eequc Rome !
V'l e
OLY
Drshad byi . . 7«U0r«phic trantaiMion ind Lo
G/FM*»JKitchen:idp 8/4/64 deBfficiliod <pprov b S/S - Gt Hilliker
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Amembassy PARIS Authonty™ ™ n i1s; Ns,.z..1,-s0
Ainembassy ROME By — . NAJRS. Date

PARIS PASS USRO: DELIVER DURBROrf 8:00 A.M. AUGUST I.

IWFO: Amembassy COPEIIKAGEN Amembassy ATHEWS
Amembassy LISBOIS! Amembassy ANKARA
Amambassy LONDOK Amembassy MADRID
Amembassy OSLO '

Amembassy OTTAWA - 2/
Amembassy REYKJAVIK
EXDIS - fIERCE ARROW ' -C '»

FOR TFIE AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE

t

The following personal message from the President

to the Head of Government in your country should be delivered
[
as soon as possible to the FonMin RPT FonMin or senior

available o fficial:
BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT:

I am asking my Ambassador to convey to you a statement
I am mAking in Washington tonight with regard to deliberate

attacks which have been made by Communist North Viet-Namese

.«

5 -

torpedo boats on American'vessels operating on the high seas

T*I*9raiptik Iransmiuion Mid

daw ifkstion approved byi

EUR - William R. Tylerf

S/S - Mr.,, HilllX ™~ v.
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As | am sure that you w ill agree,_ these attacks coujld not go ; ,
“ o V
unanswered. The response we are making is, however, limited and
; . / r' -
fittin g , | hope that w ill aiake clear to~™or*h Viet-Namese regime

the tJangerous character of the course they are following in Southeast .

Asia. ' END VERBATIM TEXT ' " W
asAwell™M"n Pent™MOft™iindCmc'iken™N .

,. Text of President;ial message
aii,d™viayy&J8' wirr G 33unrIMreMpEi_cyjrndrn oA
being .sent to you SEPTEI“nd should accompany'thxs personal message.”
SMug futiare m'es'sagfei”-this subje'fct '-~LERtjEr ARROW” ; " -
N
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! TO ruehc/secstat'e washdc

SVN INFO RUHPA/CINCFAC IAAGS5 m 6 Z0 :

Info RUDSCR/aMEMBASSY LONDON \V/
state grnc -
BT g

UNCLAS action IMMEDIATE DEPfi 88 |INFO CIiNCPAC 16 LONDON ONE
LAST 177 FROM CANBERRA FIFTH '~

CINCPAC FOR POLaD

FOLLOWING IS TEXT MINEXTAFF HASLUCK PRESS RMA-E~AMUGUST 5
ON VIET NAM SITUATION. A

QUOTE

ON THE SECOND AUGUST THREE NORTH VIETNAMESE fI”ST PATROL,

BOATS Carried out a torpedo attack against the united'tates
DESTROYER "MADDOX™* WHICH WAS ON PATROL ON THE HIGH SEA™IN THE
GULF OF TO™3KIN, SOME 30 MILES OFF-SHORE. A Pi:NEWED'MAtTACK BY

NORTH VIETNAMESE FAST PATROL BOATS TOOK E, buRING THE
N'83 16 17 5 30 _
l'o’-. NIGHT OF THE FOURTH AUGUST ON THE "MAD Ar™  ANOTIMTIAEST,ROYER
WHICH HAD JOINED IT, "C. TURNER JOr. T SECOND AfI*ACK TOOK
| PLACE SOME 60 MILES FROM THE COAST. AFTER -—em—m- XRSJ ATTACK THE
UNITED STATES MADE PUBLIC A PROTEST NOTE VIE'tNAM,
WARNING OF THE GRAVE CONSEQUENCES OF ANY CIDENTS.

THESE CONSEQUENCES HAVE NOW EVENTUATED. THEfAUSTRALIAN (
GOVERNV'IENT BELIEVES THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVEJ?NMENT AOUL-D'DO
NO LESS THAN TAKE THE NECESSARY MILITARY MEASOJES TO PROTECT

ITS naval VESSELS, from ATTACK IN INTERN ATION W ATERS.- THE ACTION
BY THE UNITED STATES IN DEFENCE OF ITS FORCES AND IN DEFENCE-QIC’
THE PRINCIPLE cr THE FREEDOM OF THE HIGH SEAS - A MATTER'OF'V
PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE TO AUSTRALIA - HAS OBLIGED THE.UNITED
STATES, IN THE. WORDS OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON, TO TMTACTION "“/~AINST
"CERTAIN SUPPpRTING FACILITIES IN NORTH VIETNAM VmICH HAVE BEEN
USED IN THESE HOSTILE OPERATIONS". THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT
THIS ACTION WASCOMPLETELY JUSTIFIED AS NORTH VIETNAM COULD NO

BE LEFT UNDISTURBED IN ITS CAPACITY TO LAUNCH AND RENEW SUCH'

ATTACKS. n ,

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT NOTES THAT THE ACTION BEING TAKEN BY
THE UNITED STATES FORCES AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM BASES AND

CFN 60 - C . 'y

r —_
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-2-88, August 5, from: Canberra

PAGE 3 RUMJAG 780 ' Y

., SUPPORTING FACILITIES WAS DESCRIBED BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON AS '
LIMITED and FITTING" AND THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS SEEKING

A MEETING OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL TO DISCUSS THE
S I1™ATION TODAY. UNQUOTE [ '
Battle \

ar. _

Note: Passed to White House, DOD & CIA at 7:55 a.m. 8/5/64
Advance copy to S/S-0 at 6:45 a.m. 8/5/64
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= Bv n , NARA,
QZPCIRTEI 218, EMBTEL 167 ‘m’ n

| DEUVERED PRESIDENT’S LETTER AND ADDRESS TOGETHER WITH

KON AMARA STATEMENT TO SPAAX THIS AFTERNOON, STRESSED THIS ACT
OF OPEN AGGRESSION FOLLOUING AN EARLIER SIMILAR AGGRESSION HAD
OCCURRED ABOUT 100 KMS, FROM NEAREST LAND AND THAT DESPITE
THIS ACT OF VAR, .US RESPONSE HAD FOR PRESENT BEEN LIMITED
BECAUSE WE SEEK NO RPT NO WIDER WAR.

SPAAK SAID KE WAS GLAD TO HAVE FULL TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S AND'
::c?:amaha*s statements, already he had received telegrams from
CCn’-iIUMIS? organizations urging that BELGIAN PARLIAMENT BE
7cICO:-Vav-2D FROM SUMMER RECESS TO PASS RESOLUTION CONDEMNING-
U3» SPAAK SAID KE HAD NO RPT NO INTENTION OF DOING ANY SUCH
THING. HOWEVER, INEVITABLY COMMUNISTS WOULD EXPLOIT OUR ACT TO
KAXItJUH AND ALREADY KE WAS ALSO RECEIVING SOME MESSAGES
PROTESTING WHAT WE HAD DONE FROM BELGIAN NON-COMMUNIST SOURCES,

SPAAK STRESSED THAT OUR PUBLIC STANCE WAS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE
and HOPED WE WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO GET TRUE PICTURE
ACROSS TO BELGIAN AND WORLD OPINION. IN PARTICULAR HE BELIEVED
OUR PUBLIC.AFFAIRS PRESENTATION SHOULD STRESS!

A. FACT THAT LATEST ATTACK FOLLOWED EARLIER ONE MADE TWO DAYS
BEFORE WHICH WE HAD PROTESTED TO NORTH VIETNAMj

B. THAT LATEST ATTACK WAS5 DELIVERED IN OPEN WATERS ABOUT
100 KMS FROM NEAREST LAND BY. NUMEROUS NORTH VIETNAMESE WARSHIPS.

This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action taken «
3 ~ “ ~ [R——

'ON | ACTION n
AMIGNEO TO.

taken " RgpgQDUCTIQN FROM THIS COPY IS
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. - CONFIDSNTIAL—

=2- 168, AUGUST 5, 7 PM FROM: BRUSSELS.

C. that 'JS ITS2L? HAD TAKIIK" IICITATIVZ AT ONCE TO BRING THESE
ACTS 0." A3GRESSION TO ATTENTION 0?7 UNSC;

X DESPITE THESE OPEN ACTS CF V.-*RrARE, US HAD LIMITED ITS
RESPONSE TO VESSELS AND BASES FROM VHICH ATTACKS HAD BEEN

N."Ct-lED SPAAK THAT VE UERE TRYING TO GET PRECISELY THESE
T'OINTS ACROSS TO BELGIAN MEDIA AND WOULD ALSO PASS ON HIS
SUGGESTIONS TO UASHINGTON,

i ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 8/5/64, 305PM
eL-e: passes White House, DOD, CIA, USUN 515PM 8/5/64,

-COM-IDEYIlAL
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Fi-i amembassy”™Ji™dejanFir”™
Info TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE~VIA"SHDC I54AG 5 Ff 2 45
RUEHDT/USUN NEW YORK
state GRNC 001
BT N

1 o DECLASSIFIED
Authority EO. 11652 SEC. 5fA) and (D)

DEPCIRTELS 221 AND 222 By nars, C

1. SINCE PRESIDENT CASTELLO BRANCO InlbRASIulta AND FONMIN
VASCO LEITaO da CUNHA ENROUTE from BRASTuTa t O RIO WEDNESDAY
-MORNING, | DELIVERED LETTER TO VASCO AT NQON WEDNESDAY.

HE TOOK immediate STEPS TO TRANSMIT TO PRESIDENT*

2. VASCO’S REACTION WAS THAT ATTACKS SO FAR FROM LAND
03VI<0USLY DELIBERATELY PROVOCATIVE AND DESERVING REPRISAL.
HE also NOTED WITH .APPROVAL LBJ EMPHASIS ON MODERATION Ai

V/ELL AS FIRMNESS, ‘I FEEL REASONABLY CONFIDENT GOB POSITION
IN UNSC WILL BE HIGHLY S.ATISFACTORY TO US.
r.ll
; . ]
(IP b PORDON

3

CFN 2S4 2 5 3 221 222 1 2 GP-4

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, 3:10 P.M., 8/5/64;
ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, 2:58 P.M., 8/5/64.*
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A t[Burmese/ Embassy request SEA Office Director briefed Counselor

Soe August S on Viethamese developments* Briefing based on Presidential
MacNamara

statements. Defense Dept, release on E5H3ScS!3l press hmc briefing, and

ftnbassador Stevenson's UN speech. Sde’s pﬁncipal concern obviously

whether or not we contemplated additional retaliatory measures in absence

further North Viethamese or ChiCom-lprovocation. He was assured U.S.

had no intention take further action provided other side did not engage

in new aggression. ,

Trueheart emphasized that U.S. forced to react to unprovoked
aggression against our naval vesse]g ‘foperating in international waters
and that response was effective and suited to provocation. He also
mede it clear that U.S. earnestly hopéd thTat +rdx incident was closed
and that we had no desire to prolong or expand it into wider conflict.

Soe observed his main concern was that incidents in Gulf of Tonkin
would escalate war in Southeast Asia and bring ~urma into armed conflict.

Soe expressed appreciation for briefing and asked for, and was assured,

additional briefings if situation so warranted.*'

GP-3. EE N
1 A ‘* END *
v C o om \ RUSI:
DraHvd by: T«l«graphtc trantmission and
FEtSEAifJMKaan 8/6/6U clasiincation approved by: SEA - Hllliam C. Truehe
CIMr*nc«S:
1 %
KN —Mr. Sbrcoran FE — Mr. Greenj,
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VERBATIM TEXT

owit  ACTION: Amembassy OTTAWA IMMEDIATE Ag 0 4 41Firs'll
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Authority a-
EXDIS By VA~ mNAilS, Date 1 1

Following message was handed directly to Canadian Embassy
here for transmittal to Seaborn by fastest channel. This is for
your information only.

QUOTE Canadians are urgently asked to have Seaborn during
August 10 visit make follov/ing points (as having been conveyed to
him by US Government since August 6):

A.,Re Tonkin Gulf actions, which almost certainly w ill come
up: -

1. The DRV has stated that Hon Ngu and Hon Me islands
were attacked on July 30. It should be, noted that the USS MADDOX
was, all of that day and into the afternoon of the aext day, over
100 miles south of those islands, in international waters near the
17th parallel, and that the DRV attack on the MADDOX tOok place on
August 2, more than two days later, Neithe'rMihe MADDOX or any
other destroyer was in any way associated with any attack on the

DRV islands. N |

2. Regarding the August 4 attack by the DRV on the two

us =«
by: T*l«gr«phic transmiuion «nd i
_PE_,WJOBUO(|y”hSt 8_8_61t <ta»ificstion approved by> PE - M aJnSha‘” Green n
DOD - Secretary McNamara (draft) s/S - Mr
U 7 Mr. Ball (draft)
White House - Mr. Bundy (draft) REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
TOP SBfIfffisL PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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Classification
US destroyers, the Americans were and are at a complete ioss to under-
stand the DRV motive. They had decided to absorb the August 2 attack
on the grounds that it very well might have been the result of some DRV
mistake or miscalculation. The August 4 attack, however--from the
determined nature of the attack as indicated by the radar, sonar, and
eye witness evidence both from the shlp3_and from their protecting
aircraft--was, in the American eyes, obviously deliberate and planned
and ordered in advance. In addition, premeditation was shown by the
evidence that the DRV craft were wsilting in arpbush for the destroyers.
The" attack did ﬁot seem to .*be in resp;onl;é té Iany action by the South
Vietnamese, nor did it make sense as a”tactic to further any diplomatic
objective. Since the attack took place at least 60 miles from nearest
land, there could have been no question about territorial waters.
About the only reasonable hypothesis was that North Viet-Nam was Intent
either upon making it appear that thel Ur-1il:[ed States was g\}’l\\IEgTE paper
END INNER ”
tlger/UNQUOTE or upon provoking the United States.’

3. The American response was directed solely to patrol craft

and installations acting in direct support of them. As President

INNER -
Johnson stated: /QUOTE Our response for the present w ill be Ilimited
END imER
and fitting./UNQUOTE - - - |

4. In view of uncertainty aroused by the deliberate and
unprovoked DRV attacks this'character, US has necessarily carried out
precautionary deployments -of additional air power to SVN and Thailand.

11} ._*>l7 ‘,r
m B. -
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B. Re basic American position: , -
Seaborn should again str~s_ tha”JJS.pollcz _I13_3Imply
that North Vlet-Nam shquld contain itse If and its ambitions within the
territory allocan~ted to its administration by the 1954 Geneva Asreements .
He should stress that US policy in South Viet-Nam is to preserve the
integrity of that state’s territory against guerrilla subversion.
6.'He should l'eiterate that the US does not seek military
bases in the area and that the US is not seeking to overthrow the
Con)Jjiunist regime in Hanoi. . \% : i:' ] )
7. He should repeat that the US is fully aware of the degree
to which Hanoi controls and directs the gu.e_rlrilla action in South Viet-Na
and that the US holds Hanoi directly responsible for that action. He
should similarly indicate US awareness of North Viethamese control over
the Pathet Lao movement in Laos and the degree of North Viethamese
involvement in that country. He should specifically indicate US
awareness of North Viethamese violations of Laotian territory along
the Infiltration route into South Viet-Nam, *
. o. Mr. Seaborn can again refer to the many examples of U
policy in tolerance of peaceful coexistence.with Communist regimes,
such as Yugoslavia, Poland, setc; He can hint at the economic and other
benefits which have accrueo!t_lto those countries because their policy of
m't'c
Communism has confined Itse If to 'the development of their own national

territories and has not sought to expand into other areas.

TT & OEONgIV-
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9. Mr. Seaborn should conclude with the following new points:

a. That the events of the past few days should add , m '
INNER
credibility to the statement made last ,timei that/AUOTE US public and

o fficial patience with North Viethamese' aggression is growing extremely
END INNER

thin./ unquote . n N

b. That the US Congressional Resolution was |
necir unanimity, strongly re-affirming the unity and determination of the
US Government and people, not only with respect to any further attacks
on US military forces but more broadly to continue to oppose firlm ly,

"
by all necessary means, DRV efforts to subvert and conquer South
Viet-Nam and*Laos, -

c. That the US has cc!)me to the view that the DRV role
in South Viet-Nam and Laos is critical., |If the DRV persists in its
present course, it can expect{\to continue tcl) suffer the consequences.

d. That the DRV knows what it must do if the peace is
to be restored. *

e. That the US has ways and means of measuring the
DRV's participation in, and direction and control of, the war on
South Viet-Nam and in Laos and w ill be carefully watching the DRV's
response to what Mr. Seaborn is telling them." UNQUOTE.

GP-1.
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Sp .stitsec state WASHDC
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UNCLAS /I _~FIFTH
SAL m’ o ..H'em' ee "' C
Em ‘FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE HOUSE OFC15mMONS, AFTERNOON
FE AUGUST 5. TEXT BASED EMB OFF’'S NOTES:~A( C-"""y
10 OPPOSITION LEADER DIEFENBAAKER ASKED MARTIN IF ABLE (3IVE3 V
P HOUSE PICTURE SITUATION NVN. DIEFENBAKER SAID. REALI
USIA AWESOME RESPONSIBILITY'" WHICH RESTS ON THE'US, TO PRESERVE". -

THE PEACE. ASKED WHAT ACTION BEING TAKEN TO Utl*" ADDED REALIZED =
COMPLETELY UNPROVOKED ATTACK, TOOK PLACE 65. MILES FROM SHQRE<\ ..-i

2aNR
CFN 156 5 65 N z -'/ a O "1
CIA - . ) , Eemd - ' - i
**SA
..SD

ariy  PAGE TWO RUEHOT 956 ' ' '

. MARTIN TOLD HOUSE PRIMIN HAD RECEIVED WORD FROM PRESIDBJT-A
JOHNSON VIA THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND WAS AWARE \
PRESIDENT'S INTENTION TO ORDER ACTION TO PREVENT SPREADW
HOSTILITIES. QUOTED TWO PARAGRAPHS- PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT
BEGINNING "YET OUR RESPONSE, FOR THE PRESENT, WILL BE
LIMITED AND FITTING". MARTIN STRESSED TWO IMPORTANT.IDESA
CONTAINED HEREIN,. \

1. ACTION LIMITED TO WHAT IS NECESSARY'TO DETER CONTINUATION
OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACK. D e

2. THERE ARE ASSURANCES THAI THE US GOVT DOES NOT SEEK
'TO WIDEN'THE ATTACK. . .. ’ |

MARTIN WELCOMED THE US DECISION TO TAKEMATTER TO THE,
UN AND LOOKED FORWARD TO RESULTS OF THIS AFTERNOON'S SECURITY
COUNCIL SESSION. -

NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADER TOMMY DOUGLAS ASKED IF PM IN

consultation WITH.the AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE MADE IT
CLEAR'THAT CANADA SAW VITAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN'FIRING ON
NORTH VIETNAMESE -GUNBOATS" AND SHORE INSTALLATIONS. SAID

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

JINCLASSIFIED -PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"

vji-v. ,  XEROX FROM. QUICK CQP/



UNCLASSIFIED
-2- 156, August 5, From Ottawa
'y
latter would amount to a declaration of war. he said it SHOULD"?'?;:

BE made clear that CANADA WAS--NOF-GOING--FO--SUPRORT AGHONS ¢ "
DESIGNED TO SHORE UP "SAWLDUST GOVERNMENTS* IN THIS AREA™., i

m-] . R |
. . | I e ' m ' - ' j
PAGE THREE RUEHOT 986 ' [ Se ' -4
PRIMIN TOLD HOUSE HE HAD NOT-BEEN CONSULTED IN THE STRICT’;, ‘q;
-SENSE OF THE-WORD BUT INFORMED BY THE SECRETARY'OF STATE N
‘AS WERE OTHER GOVERNMENT LEADERS OF. THE ACTION. \A A

'‘CONTEMPLATED BY THE US. HE TOLD DOUGLAS THE US DEEDS * 'V/
WERE MORE A "REACTION TO AN ATTACK ON THE .HIGH SEAS" BY

WENEMY SHIPS. e o

‘DOUGLAS,THEN ASKED IF 600 MADE IT CLEAR THAI CANADIAN '
>SUPPORT WOULD BE CHANNELED VIA UN. THE PM REPLIED THAT~ 0

,600 COMMITMENTS TO THE UN WERE clear. = o . ’ |
‘DIEFBNBAKER THEN ASKED THE PM TO A6REE THAT SELF- ' ~
preservation WAS THE PARAMOUNT FACTOR HERE AND IT SHOULD BE

made clear that THE POSITION of. THE HOUSE WAS NOT ACCURATELY. |

‘reflected BY DOUGLAS'S STATEMENT ON SHORING UP OF
‘"SAW-DUST CAESARS".

THE-PM SAID THE ATTACK WAS LAUNCHED BY NVN COMMUNIST Y n
dictatorship and had NVN GOVERNMENT IN FACT LIVED UP TO

ITS COMMITMENTS THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN NO ATTACK OR CRISIS ‘a
SITUATION IN SEA. : >

PAGE FOUR RUEHOT S86
DOUGLAS THEN RETURNED TO HIS EARLIER POINT AND ASKED AGAIN'. \7/
"IS THERE NOT A DISTINCTION BETWEEN FIRING ON GUNB(3aTS AND

attacking installations" the PM SAID HE STOOD BY THE
PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT.

SOCIAL CREDIT LEADER ROBERT THOMPSON ASKED IF GOC WERE IN n
TOUCH WITH ITS COMMONWEALTH SISTERS OF AUSTRALIA AND -
"NEW ZEALAND WHO ARE SHARING THE FIGHT IN SVN. THE PM REPLIED
'600 WAS IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH BOTH COUNTRIES.

CREDITISTE LEADER REAL CAOUETTE ASKED IF THE SUG66ESTION OF
JFRENCH PM DEGAULLE REGARDING THE NEUTRALIZATION OF
iINDO-OHINA WAS NOT TO BE CONSIDERED HERE. PEARSON REPLIED
HE WASCCERTAIN PRESIDENT JOHNSON WAS AWARE OF DEGAULLE'S -.
«SUG6ESTION AND, ADDED "WE ONLY WISH NEUTRALIZATION.WERE
:possiBLE**.., BUTTERtFORT.H.M.,iv:ii;\]

. m N
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EXDIS PIERCE arrow '
DEPCIRTEL 223

| DELIVERED TO PRESIDENT CHIANG AUGUST 5 PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S
message and ACCOPANYING STATEMENTS AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL.

PRE!s iDENT CHIANG commented THAT US REACTION TO NORTH
VIETNA>\fSE ATTACK WAS PROPER. HE SAID WE MUST NOW WATCH WHAT
NEXT NORTH VIETNAMESE STEP WOULD BE. WHATEVER IT WAS, THE
CHICOMS WOULD BE BEHIND IT.

FOREIGN MINISTER SHEN CHANG-HUAN COMMENTED THAT ACTION

TAKEN BY US WAS GOOD THING. HE SAID ONE ATTACK ON US ... . \Y
SHIPS COULD have BESN AN ACCIDENT, BUT SECOND ATTACK
made IT clear THIS WAS POLICY DECISION BY NORTH VIETNAMESE.

IF THE US had NOT RESPONDED QUICKLY AND STRONGLY, IT WOULD HAVE
CREATED IMPRESSION OF US WEAKNESS. RESPONSE US HAD MADE
iWOULD’\BOLSTER morale OF ANTI-COMMUNIST PEOPLES IN WORLD AND

" strengthen CONFIDENCE IN US DETERMINATION.
GP-3
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HAVA PROVIDED REID CABRAL m ITHTEXT OF PRESIDENT’S ST ATEMENT.
HP SAID WE COULD COUNT ON FULL DOMINICAN SUPPORJ>0"NANYTHING

NEEDED AND INDICATED HE WAS SENDING INSTRUC'H~™
DORS IN WASHINGTON AND AT UN TO GIVE FULL SUPATA-TQ/US

AMBASSA-

POSITIONS IN whatever MIGHT DEVELOP IN INTEROJ.1ONAL ORGANI-
ZATIONS. HE CONTINUED WITH A SMILE THAT WE CDULD.COUNT ON

m ilitary SUPPORT TOO ALTHOUGH GODR DID 20T ,HAVE

OFFER.

BENNETT

BT

CFN 126 5 1PM 221

y

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 3:20 M,
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, USUN 4:30 PM, 8/5/

G ReSE

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY_ IS

LIM ITF™ OFFTCTAT TI~F
u”ijil L USE— prohibited unless "UNOASSIFIED"

n i A

XEROX' FROM QUICK COPY



0 |
moING TELEGRAM Department of State

INr'*<"ATE: DCOIUCI

7.8 3,

0

oC<wE O~

.TOP SECRET- ~

Classification

ACTION, AmEmbassy LONDON P Aig li 3'17 PH'61

ul.lialTeXt

Clmtm

DECLASSIFIED.

Authority .~

L«1* dS-322

mEXDIS - PIERCE ARROW

Following message received from Prime M inister for the

President: I
QUOTE, August 5, 1964
Thank you very much for keeping me in touch with your
action against the North Viethamese attacks on your war ships.
Yqgu w ill, of 34HHXX course,“have our support in the Security
- -. - e ' defend
Council later today, for your absolute right to/dsf8»KSxyour

shipping in international waters and to take the action

necessary to do so.

These are anxious days for you and | shall follow tjlth
this
great sympathy your efforts to stop”~aggression without

in r."'-.
embarking on a war the consequences >of which none can foresee.

Let ys keep in close touch. ipiH UNQUOTE

T X
~—

“
[l

N
I\] e ,,:".. ) . y -

reed from WH Td«gr»phic trsnsmtwion and
B/5/64 a&iciAgposbt S/S “ Mr. Davies
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Ida ITV airshipping Aug. 6 four-minute newsclip with text of Stevenson =
statement to Security Council UN re Vietnamese situation. Advise placement.
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calle'd in separately today
Green for briefing on e ArrowHe gave., n

ground and report of resultsVof'bpefationV Also discussed"'.’
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Johnson major policy address re Vietnam at Syracuse University Aug. 5. {jy
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USIA ITV airshipping immediately’six-rni'niite full text English .version;

lomm Kinescope President Johnson nationwido”~statement August

V- e - > ' m m m  =u

Due urgency move this priority material no "voice over", language’,,' J"

versions will be available.

Where translation necessary Posts should? V

begin local translating imm ediately'iPS official texts prior to receipt* .
\ N \Y; \Y/ ' |
this coverage in preparation to'voicing by local announcers.v \ "
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PIERCE ARROW A A

In lieu of not yet available detailed wrap-up of PIERCE ARROW
rel

<
operation, posts shouldKaigr on foIIowing)'»itgr‘p s_contained wireless file

'V
for information and guidance: ) > c
y = Vv

(@) McNamara’s press conference morning August 5;

(b) McNamara’s press conference scheduled afternoon or evening
August 5;

(c) Stevenson speech before Security,Council

(d) Presidential speech at Syracuse University. .

(e) Secretary's TV appearances evening August 5.
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ean  ACTION; Circular FLASH A L US. Ac 5 iin A

ALL AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS (Additional addressess page

' ~ ANir*:A"made by; ‘ \
Following is statemen”Jj*Athe P r e s i d e n V

QUOTE As President and Commander in Chief, it is my duty
to the American people to reportf tha-tv_r"enewed hostile actions
against U.S. ships on the high seas in the Gulf of Tonkin have
today required me to order the military forces of the United

States to take action in reply.

it
.The initial attack on the destroyer Maddox, on August 2,
r was repeated today by a number of hostile vessels attacking two

U.S. destroyers with torpedoes.” The destroyers, and supporting
N | gave'

aircraft, acted at once on the orders after the initial
t

act of aggression. We believe at least two of the attacking

7TV
boats were sunk. There were no U.S.~losses.

The performance of corananders and crews in this engagement

*

is in the highest tradition of the United States Navy.

But repeated acts of violence against the armed forces
-, '
o of the

*
ft

Dr«A«d T*l«onphk transmiuion
Te )(;t reC *d from Wh“re HOUSe datiification «pprev*d byi he Secretaryl
nsen
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« P-,ae_2_of telcjinim toJA"LL_AMERICAN 1)IPLIOMAIICIP_QSTS.
te UirCI-ASSIFIED

Cliissificatio7i

of the United States must be met not only with alert defense, but

with positive reply. That reply is being given as | speak to you.tonigl
Air n = (ij
S?5X3f<GINPXX action is now in execution against gun boats and certain
in
supporting fa cilitie s {teJSD!dJaa%5sJK:tx&550" % "~ f[§/N orth Vietnam'which

m have been used in support of/hostile operations.
Iri the larger sense, this new act, of aggression, aimed directly
again brings in the United States
at our own forces, home to ~all of us/?5”iH the importance

of the struggle for peace and security

in Southeast Asia. Aggression by terror against the peaceful villagers

- - mm -V '"'uU -
of South Vietnam has now been joined by open aggression on the high
| 'the United States of
sas againsty'America, The deteirmination of all “"ericans to carry out
o " . . to.the
our fu ll commitment to the people and/govemment of South Vietnam
, 11} 4‘
w ill be redoubled by this outrage.
Yet our response, for the present, w ill be limited and fitting .
Americans - & -
We/know, although others appear to'~forget, the riskj® of spreading
"'H fr . .V
conflict--we still seek no wider war. > ”
.. m >V ot
I have instructed the Secretary'of State to make this position
and.
totally clear to friends/'jto adversaries, arid.indeed to a ll. I have
* * _* e
'm - '’ AN

instructed Ambassador Stevenson to raise this matter immediately

and urgently before the Security,Council of the United Nations,

ittt 'L =T - . J
UNCLASSIFIED

Classification



P.ge L-of telegram to A Il American Diplorantic Posts

NNR™ UNCLASSIFTED
dcissificution
Finally, ~/have today met with the leaders of both parties in
the Congress of the United States, and | have informed them that |
shall immediately request the Congress to pass a resolution making
it clear that our Government is united in its determination to take
all necessary measures in support of freedom, and in defense of"
peace, in,Southeast Asia, | have been given encouraging assurance
by these leaders of both parties that such a resolution w ill be
.promptly introduced, freely and expeditiously debated, and passsed
with overwhelming support.
r And just a few minutes ago | was able to reach Senator Goldwater
and | am glad to say that he has expressed his support of the
statement that | am making to you tonight.
It is a solemn responsibility to have to order even limited
m ilitary action by forces whose overall strength is aS vast and as

awesome as those of the United States of America. But is is my

*
£

considered conviction, shared throughout your government, that

firmness in the right is indispensable today for peace. That

firmness w ill always be measured. |Its mission is peace. END.

RU:
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'teVX&ED.-DIUMTT STATEM ENT BY TOP PAP3IPENT
- As President and Coniin.Aiidcr in Cliief, it is my duty to™lJje

American ™eople to report that renewed hostile actions against U. S.
ships on the high seas in the Gulf of Tonkin have today required me to
order the military forces of the United States to take
action in reply.

The initial attack on the destroyer Maddox”™ on August 2, was
repeated today by a number of hostile vessels attacking two U. S. destroyers
with torpedoes. The destroyers, and supporting aircraft, acted at once

on the orders gjmEJrlsy”“rae after the initial act of aggression. We believe

Joe o 4
CLJt

Ihnmerf the 'ft.ttacking boats were sunk. There were no U. S. losses.
The performance of commanders and crews in this engagement
is in the highest tradition of the United States Navy.
But repeated acts of wesar against the armed forces of the United

States must be met not only with alert defense, but with positive reply.

That reply is being given as | speak to y®Uy® IlaBli"Hj&od a ir action is now in

X V N /r »
e"\cution against gun boats andAsuppo.rting rarCilities/m -eiiid ur aji JOTI'l p<»gta7

|
1M~ North Vietnam which have been used in support ochostile operations.

IT>le a.ri]ifil fnili~ iif Ilii TT~H Mi»n iiitl tniiy i <ti tiinli iii it niily In ili fi ml
thpmKfflvp.fi bnt tfi (jlur 2221 I [ iiiii Pit,rV*iy
In the larger sense, this new act of aggression, aimed directly

- yyAriLiUJclS'ifftcs
at our own forces, 'Mmrat bring home to all of us 'agcew the importance tosaae&

of the struggle for peac® security in Southeast Asia.
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Aggression by terror against the peaceful villagers of South Vietnam has
now been joined by open aggression on the high seas against America.
The determination of all Americans to carry out our full commitment to
the people and government of South Vietnam w ill be redoubled by this
outrage.

/\j T-

Yet our response, for the present, will be limited”, a”wt-fit+ting-to-

N lucA<S /
tbfl-rryjme. We Icnow, although others appear to forget, the riskij of spread-
ing conflict -- we still seek ix) wider war,

| have instructed the Secretaary of State to make this position totally
clear to friends, to adversaries, and indeed to all. | have instructed
AmbassadSr Stevenson to raise this matter immediately and urgently before
the Security Council of the United Nations.

Finally, | have today met with the leaders of both parties in the
Congress of the United States, and | have informed them that | shall
immediately request the Congress to pass a resolution making it clear that

Government is united in its determination to take all necessary measures
in support of freedom, and in defense of peace, in Southeast Asia. | have
A
been given encouraging assurauice by these leader~that ¢fcis resolution

w ill be promptly introduced, freely and expeditiously debated, and passed

with overwhelming support.

[ I L

the Republicaa>cajjdidat6tX”~rJPNEjBi<|Nig,,,ainil.8fiaatOg/G>ld!watt»-~haic>asj>u3™d

miti frin ——fm I
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It is a solemn responsibility to have to order oven limited
m ilitary action by forces whose overall strength is as vast and”as av/esomo
as those of the United States of America. But it is my considered con-
viction, shared throughout your government, that firmness in the right
is indispensable today for peace. That firmness will

be measured. Its mission is peace.



INSERT

And just a few minutes ago | was able to reach Senator Goldwater
and | am -glad to say that he has expressed his support of the statement

that | am making to you tonight.
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as NEWS OF EVENTS WAS AVAILABLE AND MURE EXPECT>W)Artr5-----
EVENING UNDER AEGIS COMMUNIST-SPONSORED PEACE MOVEMENT.
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THEY SINCERELY HOPE SITUATION WILL NOT ESCALATE. HE SAID
THAT %€ KNOW THEIR POSITION THAT THIS IS SUBJECT WHICH
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CINCPAC FOR POLAD

OFFICIAL AKP AUGUST’9 PUBLISHED TEXTS RAMS SUPPO RT I NG
DRVN FROM PRINCE SIHANOUK TO HO CHI-K b'*-FROM RKO-£X)RMIN
HUOT SAMBATH TO DRVN FORMIN XUAN TO OUK

CONDEMNS "FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF UN ER" AND

MINH "OtJR SYMPATHY AND OUR FRATERNAL DDLS*®-I»

SAMBATH *S SOMEWHAT LONGER MESSAGE SAYS " AGGRE-"S.J-™M
AND PROVOCATION" UNDENIABLY CONSTITUTE fH-AGRA~T VJOINQIO ff"
I95H GENEVA ACCORDS; RKG " ENERGETICALLY CONDDAMNAMNG GBESSfVE
POLICY OF USQ ... AND ASKS THAT IT IMMEDIATE~AUY~dA™NIS POLIC;
KG SUPPORTS WITHOUT RESERVE HEROIC STRUGGIV ofV o tlLE
DRVN'IN DEFENSE ITS SOVEREIGNTY, INDEPENDENCE AND TER

INTEG RITY". TELEGRAM ALSO REITERATES RKG REQUEST F

MEETING OF GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA.

FULL TEXTS FOLLOW BY AIRGRAM.
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DATE: AUGUST 8, 7 PM
INK

RMR
CINCPAC FOR POLAD

FRENCH REACTIONS TO PIERCE ARROW.

1. GENERAL: IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF FEW HOURS AFTER AIR
ATTACKS STARTED AUGUST 5 AND AGAIN TWO DAYS LATER, FRENCH
CHARGE D» AFFAIRES PERRUCHE AND HIS MILITARY ATTACHES AND
COUNSELOR EVINCED NO PARTICULAR ALARM OR DISPLEASURE AT US
ACTIONS.

THEIR ATTITUDE SEEMED TO BE ONE OF PERSONAL APPROVAL BUT OFFICIAL
RESERVE PENDING RECEIPT OF INSTRUCTIONS, WHEN ASKED HOW NON-

O FFICIAL FRENCH COMMUNITY WOULD REACT, PERRUCHE REPLIED ACCORDING
TO HOW RECENT ACTION WOULD APPEAR TO AFFECT THEIR OWN INTERESTS.
THEY WOULD APPROVE ACTION THAT WAS STRONGLY ANTI[-COMMUNIST AND
REDUCED PROSPECTS OF COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF SVN.

SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH PLANTERS AND BUSINESSMEN SUGGEST
THEY HIGHLY APPROVE OF ATTACKS AND ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT CON-
SEQUENCES, WHEREAS HOUSEWIVES AND SCHOOL TEACHERS ARE CONCERNED
ABOUT PO SSIBILITIES OF REPRISAL BOMBINGS BY DRV OR MASSIVE
INVASION OF ALL SEA BY CHICONS. THERE IS NO WAVE OF D IS-
APPROVAL OF US ACTION, BUT RATHER A GENERAL AND GRATIFYING
RECOGNITION THAT ACTION WAS NECESSARY REPLY TO AGGRESSIONS THAT
COULD NOT BE LEFT UNANSWERED, ELEMENTS THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE

HAVE BEEN
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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-2- 353, AuGuUST 8, 7 PM FROM SAIGON

HAVE BEEN MORE CRITICAL OF US RPT US ACTION NOTED WITH SATISFACTION
AND AGREEMENT PRESIDENT JOHNSON»S INDICATIONS THAT ACTION WAS
MODERATE, LIMITED, RELEVANT AND ONE-TIME.

2. As OF 1800 LOCAL AUGUST J, PERRUCHE CLAIMED HE HAD NO TELEGRAMS
FROM PARIS OR FRENCH EMBASSY WASHINGTON SUBSEQUENT TO REPORTING

OF PRESIDENT JOHNSON»S SPEECH ANNOUNCING SECOND ATTACK ON
DESTROYERS AND REPLY BEING DELIVERED. SHOWED EMBOFF THAT EMBASSY
WASHINGTON TELEGRAMS DATED AUGUST 3 WERE REPEATED BY PARIS

AUGUST 4 AND REACHED HIM SAIGON ONLY AUGUST 6.

HE SAID BOTH PARIS AND EMBASSY WASHINGTON SEEMED TO BE TAKING
IT CALMLY OR NOT KEEPING SAIGON FULLY INFORMED THEIR REACTIONS.
ADDED THAT PARIS SEEMED TO BE REACTING CALMLY TO UN DEBATE ON
SUBJECT. PERRUCHE READ EMBASSY WASHINGTON TELEGRAM AUGUST 3
REPORTING FIRST ATTACK ON MADDOX AS NEW DRV ACTION ENLARGING
WAY AND COMMENTING THAT DRV ACTION MIGHT UPSET THE DELICATE
BALANCE WHICH THE ADMINISTRATION WAS TRYING TO MAINTAIN WITH
SVN. telegram speculated that CHICOMS might have CONCLUDED THAT
PRESIDENT WOULD BE AFRAID TO REACT FORCEFULLY BEFORE ELECTIONS
AND THAT THEY COULD ATTACK WITH IMPUNITY, EXCEPT FOR USUAL TENDENCY
OF FRENCH REPORTING TO EXAGGERATE ROLE OF NOVEMBER ELECTIONS,
THIS REPORTING WAS FACTUAL AND NOT UNFAVORABLE TO US RPT US

PO SITIO N.

3. PERRUCHE ANALYSIS:

A. IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR HIS ANALYSIS OF CURRENT UNSC
SITUATIO N, PERRUCHE BEGAN MISCHIEVOUSLY AND LIGHTLY BY SAYING
THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR GVN TO BE REPRESENTED, SINCE IT THUS
FAR NEITHER ACCUSED NOR IMPLICATED. IN SAME VEIN INQUIRED IF
UsG WOULD PERHAPS ASK SC TO SOLVE THE VIETNAMESE PROBLEM,
and wondered what SECRETARY RUSK HAD TOLD U THANT IN RECENT
WASHINGTON CONVERSATIONS. MAYBE US WAS MEETING FRANCE HALF WAY
BY SEEKING INTERNATIONAL SOLUTION THROUGH UN ("M ACHIN")
BECAUSE OF DE GAULLE*S KEEN DISLIKE FOR UN. BUT SERIOUSLY AND
THOUGHTFULLY HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT UN WAS NOW DEFINITELY
INVOLVED IN VIETNAM PROBLEM AND THAT THIS WAS MAJOR NEW DEVELOPMENT.
it WENT
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-3- 353# august 8, 7 pm from saigon

IT WENT FAR B N ANY EARLIER UN INVOLVEMENT, SUCH AS HANDLING
OF CAMBODIAN COMPLAINT. HE THOUGHT FRANCE WOULD BE COOPERATIVE
AT UN AND SAID IT WAS UNFAIR AND IRRESPONSIBLE FOR VIETNAMESE
NEWSPAPERS TO OBJECT TO FRANCE’S WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW DRV TO
BE HEARDoO

B. EMBOFF SAID WE WERE FRANKLY PUZZLED BY DRV ATTACKS ON DESTROYERS
AND ASKED HOW PERRUCHE WOULD EXPLAIN THEM. PERRUCHE REPLIED
THERE WERE THREE POSSIBLE LOGICAL EXPLANATIONS; DRV ACTING
UNILATERALLY TO BROADEN THE STRUGGLE AND FORCE CHICOMS TO SUPPLY
MORE AID* DRV ACTING AT CHICOM REQUEST TO EMBARRASS SOVIET
UNION; OR AMERICAN FABRICATION AND PROVOCATION TO JUSTIFY AN
ESCALATION WITHOUT WHICH AMERICANS MIGHT BELIEVE THEY COULD

NOT WIN, HE PROTESTED UNCONVINCINGLY THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE
THIRD EXPLANATION BUT INCLUDED IT JUST FOR LOGICAL COMPLETENESS.
(PERUCHE’S PROBABLE REAL FEELINGS ON THIS MATTER AND INTEREST

IN IT TEND TO CONFIRM BRITISH REPORTING CITED IN PARIS 722 10O
DEPT, NOTAL).

ON BALANCE, PERRUCHE SAID, HE WOULD BELIEVE SECOND HYPOTHESIS,
THAT CHICOMS AND DRV HAD AGREED ON ACTION AGAINST DESTROYERS,
SAID IT HARD TO IMAGINE DRV ACTING UNILATERALLY AND NOTED THAT
CHINA MIGHT WELL HAVE BELIEVED IT COULD NOT LOSE: |IF US DID

NOT REACT, CHICOMS WOULD HAVE HAD A GREAT PSYCHOLOGICAL VICTORY,
AND IF US DID REACT, CHICOMS AND DRV COULD CALL ON SOVIET UNION
FOR HELP AND FORCE SOVIET HAND,

k, PERRUCHE remarked FRENCH WERE GETTING NOTHING SIGNIFICANT
from EMBASSY IN PEKING, STAFF OF WHICH WERE VIRTUAL PRISONERS,
SAID SENIOR REGIONAL FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE AT HONG KONG HAD
SUGGESTED ATTACHE AT PEKING BE TRANSFERRED TO HONG WHERE HE
COULD ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING, PERRUCHE CLAIMS NO REPORT YET
FROM FRENCH HANOI DELEGATION BUT EXPECTS POUCH AUGUST 11 AND
PROMISED KEEP US INFORMED.

5. FRENCH MILATTACHE PARTICULARLY PLEASED AT US ACTIONS AND SAID
IN HIS REPORTING TO PARIS HE HAD EMPHASIZED THE SCOPE OF US
REACTION, FROM CHINESE BORDER TO 17TH PARALLEL. ASKED WHY US
HAD NOT HIT HAIPHONG POL STORAGE. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT ATTACK
WAS LIMITED
— SICRET
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WAS LIMITED TO OFFENSIVE BOATS AND THEIR IMMEDIATE SUPPORT '
FACILITIES AND NOTED DESIRE AVOID CIVILIAN CASUALTIES AND THEREFORE
BUILT-UP AREAS. ATTACHE REJOINED THAT HE KNEW HAIPHONG POL

STORAGE AREA WELL AND FELT.IT NOT HEAVILY POPULATED AND SHOULD
HAVE BEEN ATTACKED TOO*

TAYLOR
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REFERENCE: DEPCIRTEL 213; B1BTEL 459.
'«! |
THE FOLLOWING PRIVATE MESSAGE FROM CHANCELLOR ERHARD TO THE

PRESIDENT WAS RECEIVED BY THE AMBASSADOR UNDER COVER OF A
LETTER FROM MINISTER UESTRICK:

‘e NV AV A | -

'quote )

*DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: '

| ' ) - ’ ’ .

1 want to THANK YOU THAT YOU FOUND THE THIiE YESTERDAY, IN

THE DIFFICULT HOURS OF DECISION, TO INFORM ME THROUGH YOUR
r ATIBANSADOR; you MESSAGE IS A NEW PROOF OF THE CLOSE AND TRUST-

FUL COOPERaTICM WHICH EXISTS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNIMENTS.

! ' -

WE HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING WITH CONCERN THE DEVELOPMENTS IN SO™NTH

EAST ASIA FOR SOME TIKE AND REGRET THAT IN RECENT DAYS ILLEGAL

ATTACKS HAVE BEEN'CARRIED OUT AGAINST YOUR PATROL UNITS IN

INTERNATIONAL WATERS. I AM ALSO CONVINCED THAT A BROADENING

'CF THE CONFLICT WILL BEST BE PREVENTED BY THE FIRM STAND YOU
HA\éE TAKEN. =

THE GERMAN PEOPLE KNOW WITH WHAT DEVOTION YOU ARS SERVING
THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE AND FREEDQ”I. | WISH YOU EVERY SUCCESS,
"IN'THIS UNDERTAKING OF YOURS. UNQUOTE

THE EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THAT THE LETTER IS NOT INTENDED FOR
PUBLICATION, ALTHOUGH ITS EXISTENCE HAS ALREADY BEEN PICKED
UP BY THE NEWS SERVICES. GP-3. KCGHEE

NOTE; Advance copy to S/S-0 at 12:08 P.M. 8/6/64
1 Passed to White House at 12:40 P.M. 8/6/64 ' . '
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EXDIS 7 PIERCE ARROW
IN accordance with instructions in DEPTEL CIRC 218, | PRESENTED

THIS MORNING TO MINISTER WESTRICK THE LETTER (WITH ACCOMPANYING '
STATEMENTS) FOR THE PRESIDENT TO CHANCELLOR ERHaRD, WHO IS ON uAC-

ATION at TEGERNSEE, | Had earlier today PRESENTED A COPY OF THE
LETTER TO STATE SECRETARY LAHR, RANKING FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIAL’
PRESENT/:.>Ar-" v, N e s ‘

| {JEVIEWED'FOR.BOTH'WESTRICK AND L aHR THE DETAILED SCENARIO OF THE

e

Page 2 rufhol 522 o uwml "i3VN i T Al
"ATTACKS ON AUGUST 2 AND A, WHICH ESTABLISHED THAT THEY WERE IN.
<INTERNATIONAL WATERS. AND WERE ENTIRELY UNPROVOKED. IN RESPONSE TO

THEIR queries | WAS ABLE TO ASSURE THEM THaT BOTH ATTACKS WERE BY
NORTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS

., N " .

after reading the letter and statements,WESTRICK SAID THAT HE
PERSONELLY FELT THE UNITED STATES HaD T akKEN EXACTLY- THE RIGHT ACTION
THE BEST way TO DISSUADE FURTHER ATTACKS FROM THE NORTH VIETNASESE
OF THE TYPE ENCOUNTERED WAS TO RESPOND VIGOROUSLY. HE INDICATED
'THAT HE, and PRESUMABLY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT, WOULD FEEL THAT THE
ACTION Taken by the u.s. was entirely justified under the circum-
'STances, he was Particularly interested in the fact that we con-
templated NO FURTHER ACTION UNLESS THERE WERE-NEW AGGRESSIuE MOVES
ON THE Part of the north Vietnamese, he felt it important that they
BE permitted a WAY OUT. =

WESTRICK said that HE'wOULD BE TALKING WITH'THE CHANCELLOR ON

THE PHONE at FIVE P.M. LOCAL TIME AND WOULD CONVEY THE.CONTENTS
'OF THE LETTER AND STATEMENTS TO HIM. IF THE CHANCELLOR HaD ANY
COMMENTS, HE WOULD COMMUNICATE THEM TO ME IMMEDIATELY.
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-2- 459, August 5, 5:00 PM, FROM BONN.

state secretary Lahr confined his comments to a search for possible

NORTH VIETNAMESE motivations, HE COULD NOT DISCERN WHY IT WAS IN
V.

Page rufhol 522 conf i ds wi i"al‘® o
THE INTEREST OF NORTH VIETNAM TO MAKE SUCH AN ATTaCK, AND SAW ’

IN IT POSSIBLE PRESSURE BY THE COMMUNIST CHINESE OR NORTH
VIETNAMESE insubordination. © = .

( IN THE meantime THE FONOFF HaS ISSUED'a "SEMI-OFFICIAL STATEMENT" /
| (EMBTEL 453) WHICH STATES: "IN POLITICAL CIRCLES IN BONN, THE DE-*’
Il VELOPMEJMT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA IS OBSERVED WITH CONCERN, THE LIMITED -

ACTIONS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT ARE CONSIDERED TO BE A JUSTI-
FIED answer TO ACTIONS OF AGGRESSION WHICH VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL '
Law.-THERE IS POSITIVE HOPE THal THE SITUATION IN THAT AREA SOON '
WILL RETURN TO NORMAL, AND PEACE BE ESTABLISHED AGAIN," GP-3

MCGHEE -
BT -,
C
j
l NOTE: PASSED TO WHITE HOUSE, 1:33 P.M., 8/5/64; ADVANCE
\\ COPY TO S/S-0O, 12:44 P.M., 8/5/64,
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USIA AT A BONN PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY, (ACTING FEDREP PRESS-CHIEF F
nse  KRIIFGFR), A GOVERNMENT SPOVESMA.N/EXPaNDED ON THE PREVIOfT~ FONOFF A
STaTFMIANT ON V/IFTNaM, WITH THE STATEMENT THAT-"THE FEDGOV IS OFA T
l'VK ..p~Ap yjpw THAT the LIMITED MEASURES TAMEN BY THE US IN RESPONSE-~ \ 2
CIA TO THE UNPROVOKED ATTACK IN THE GULF OF TONMIN WERE TAKEN..IN ACCORD
ANSA  WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW". HE 'WENT ON TO ADD THAT THE FRG HAS FOLLOWED-
oSD "GEfAERAL CONCERN" RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA, AND vV
HOPES THE SITUATION WILL SOON RETURN TO NORMAL ‘AND'THAT A WIDENINGA'
( Q~ THE CONFLICT WILL BE AVOIDED. PINTING TO THE'REPLY OF CHANCELLOR \m
<WY ERHARD,TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S LETTER, THE SPOKESMAN NOTED THAT ERHARD
ATR  HAS- EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING FOR THE US REACTION AND CONFIDENCEAIN ¢
nge THE US POSITION.
pvyin  WEN asked about THE PRESENT STATE OF FGR AID TO SOnTH VIETNAM, THE

SPOKESMAN REPLIED THAT A FINAL CABINET DECISION ON THE NATURE AND EXT
OF THE additional AID HAS NOT YET BEEN REACHED. THIS DECISION WILL DE
PEND "TO A CERTAIN! EXTENT ON ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS". HE =
ADDED THAT a GERm"M mh,IT aRY HOSPITAL OR HOSPITAL SHIP WERE NO
LONGER BEING CONSIDERED. INSTEAD, IT WAS PLANNED TO PROVIDE AID IN
THE FORM OF GERMAN DOCTORS FOR THE MEDICAL FACULTY OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF HUF.

COLONEL VIEBIG, THE MOD PRESS OFFICER, WAS ALSO PRESENT TO ANSWER
PRESS OUESTI'ONS ON MILITARY SUBJECTS. HE ANNOUNCED THAT FRG WAS NOT
CONSIDERING DIRECT MILITARY AID TO VIETNAM, AND THAT THE DEVELOPMENTS
IN SOUTH EAST ASIA HAVE AS YET HAD NO REPERCUSSIONS FOR THE Bt»NDEWEHR
SUCH AS THE CANCELLATION OF LEAVES OR DECLARATION OF A "STATE OF PRE-
PAREDNESS". '

SPD PRESS SPOKESMAN S5ARSIG ALSO ISSUED A STAEMENT YESTERDAY, EXPRESSI
THE HOPE that THE US WILL SUCCEED IN ITS EFFORTS TO SJJRMOIINT AS "ACUT
CPISIS". "IN ORDER TO PROTECT PEACE IN THE WORLD AND PREVENT A WIDENI
OF COMMUNIST AGRESSION". HE ADDED THal THE SPD HAS CONFIDENCE IN THE

LEADERSHIP OF-THE US, AND, IN A BARB AT THE CDU, EXPRESSED REGRET THA
FRG ECONOMIC AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM IS STILL THE S"BJECT OF CABINET PRO
CRASTINalION.  MCGHEE
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GRNC

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE OF CABItvETp GOl,
ACCORDING UNI RELEASE,

PRIME MINISTER LAL BAHADUR SMASTRI

008233

I9AB 5 Arm 51

ELHI v

MET AFTERfTON AUGUST 5,

TO <«'CONSIDER COMMUNICATION RECE]jitED BY

FROM PRESIDENT,-*mH”~ON."

IMMEDIATELY AFTER CABINET MEETING MEA SPO KES™ \RM”™EbJFOLLO\fING
STATEMENT:

" "TME GOVERNMENT OFfINDIAI HAVE BEEN DIStN'fflfeED™~O LEARMMBOYT THE
.LATEST SERIOUS CLASHES Bh'UE7TCN NORTH VIETNAMESE AN;j>"nIs*AVAL

- UMITS

SHIP MADDOX

IN THE GULF OF TONKIN FOLLOWING EARLIEAN-AMHDEMS \/~THE
SAME REGION BETWEEN NORTH VIETNAMESE TORP,EOO j3aTS*AND THE U.S.

CFN 393 37 5 2

ON AUGUST 2.

PAGE 2 RUDSND 20SB UNCLaS
"THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA HAVE LEaRNT FROM PRESIDEM JOHNSONA

broadcast

THIS MORNING ABOUT THE ACTION UNDERTAKEN BY, XHEMNUAS

FORCES AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE TORPEDO BOATS AND ATMIC AMITPATIN G

FACILITIES.

THE PRIME MINISTER HAS ALSO RECEIV

PRESIDENT JOHNSON ON THE SUBJECT. THESE INCID"HXe-H”MVE" CTAUSED
GRAVE CONCERN.

"THE GOVERNMENT OF
MENTS AS they THREATENED PEACE

INDIA ARE DEEPLY DISTRUBED AT THESE D
IN SOUTH EAST ASIA. THEY HOrc'

THE EXPLOSIVE SITUATION CREATED BY THESE INCIDENTS WILL

FURTHER AGGRAVATED. IT

PEACE WHICH PREVAILED
IMMEDIATELY BE RESTORED.

IS IMPERATIVE THAT AT LEAST THE UNEASY

IN THIS AREA BEFORE THESE INCIDENTS WILL
THEY TRUST THAT CONSIDERATION OF THIS

SITUATION BY THE SECURITY COUNCIL WHICH IS MEETING WITHIN

A FEW HOURS W ILL HELP TO PREVENT FURTHER CLASHES AND INCIDENTS
"BOWLES

Bl

NOTE:

PASSED TO WHITE HOUSE, 12:15 P.M.'," 8/5/64; ADVANCE
12:04 P.M., 8/5/64.
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S CRET IMMEDIATE/397) AUGUST 5, 7:15PM '

exdis DECLASSIF.%ED . ‘je
DEPTEI: 26S AND EMBTEL 388 Rv Ii, A .NAN. Plte

AS SOON AS NEWS OF NAVAL ENGAGEMENT AND PRESIDENT'S TV STATEMENT!
ARRIVED | CALLED ON SWARAN SINGH, MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,";
AND GAVE HIM PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO PRIMIN SHASTRI AND ALL FACTUAL

INFO WE HAVE. | THEN ADDED FOLLOWING COMMENTS. ", - ,
1. US& WILL DO EVERYTHING IT REASONABLY CAN TO KEEP CONFLICT . "' ]
T FROM SPREADING.

CFN 397 5 7:15 EXDIS 266 388 TV SWARAN SINGH SHASTRI 1 USQe m >

PAGE 2 RUSBAE 204 S‘E C-R E T— < ' ' ‘

2. HOWEVER, IT IS SAFE TO ASSUME THAT CHINESE WERE THEMSELVES -1
DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THIS ACTION, AND SINCE THEY KNEW WE WOULD ’
REACT SHARPLY, THEY MAY HAVE FURTHER ACTS OF AGGRESSION IN MIND [
AS REACTION TO OUR REACTION. , S v o -

3. FOR USG THIS IS ONE MORE EPISODE IN LONQ STRUGGLE SINcE 1949 ;
TO CONTAIN CHINESE AGGRESSION IN ASIA. ALTHOUGH WE ARE HOPEFUL /
THAT CHINESE WILL NOT CHOOSE TO ESCALATE PRESENT FIGHTING WE ARE
PREPARED FOR WHATEVER MAY DEVELOP. - . ,

4; INDIANS THEMSELVES HAD TASTE OF CHINESE AGGRESSIVENESS IN
1962 AND AT THAT TIME WERE GIVEN EVIDENCE OF OUR DEEP COMMITMENT
TO DEFEND ASIAN COUNTRIES THAT BECOME TARGETS OF PEKING GOwVT.

5. USG AND GOI ARE FACING COMMON DANGER AND IN DEFENDING SOUTH
VIETNAM WE ARE IN EFFECT DEFENDING INDIA. WE ARE-HOPEFUL THEREFORE
THAT GOl WILL' BE HELPFUL IN EVERY WAY IT CAN IN REGARD TO FUTURE

DEVELOPMENTS,
T-
SWARAN S EN UP BY SITUATION. HE AGREED
ACTION
assionen 10 ATTACK HAD BEEN MADE
NAME* OF OFFICER ccTIOlIS
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-2- 397, AUGUST 5, 7 PM, FROM NEW DELHI

OF CONSEQUENCES. L ‘ ‘ ' ‘e e
CFN 2 3 USQ 1949 4 1962 5 USQ QOI GDI SWARAN SINGH VIET MINH

n.>-

PAGE 3 RUSBAE 204

HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR TONE OF PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO PRIMINIST.
WITH ITS ASSURANCE THAT WE WOULD DO EVERYTHING WE REASONABLY COULD
TO KEEP SITUATION WITHIN REASOMABLE LIM ITS, HE ASKED TO BE KEfT

FULLY INFORMED AND SAID HE WOULD GET IN TOUCH WITH ME IF ANY NEW °
DEVELOPMENT.OCCURRED FROM INDIAN END.

BEFORE SEEING SWARAN SINGH'l HAD ALSO ASKED FOR DATE-’WITH PRiMIN
AND MEETING IS TENTATIVELY SET FOR TOMORROW MORNING WHEN PRESUMABLY
I SHALL HAVE MORE TO DISCUSS. SWARAN SINGH IMPLIED THAT THIS MEETING
WAS NOT RPT NOT NECESSARY. WHETHER HE TOOK THIS POSITION TO PROTECT
HIS OAM NEWLY WON PREROGATIVES AS FOREIGN MINISTER OR TO PROTECT
STILL AILING SHASTRI, | DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW.

IN ANY EVENT, WHEN | SEE SHASTRI | SHALL DISCUSS BROAD IMPLICATION
OF CHINESE ACTIONS IN /~SIA, LONG US ROLE IN COUNTERING IT, INDIA’S
STAKE IN SUCCESS OF OUR EFFORT AND OUR HOPE THAT WE MAY EXPECT NOT
RPT NOT ONLY SYMPATHY BUT SUPPORT FROM GOI IN WHATEVER MAY LIE,

AHEAD. - >' .\ % e~ . '
IGP-3.BOWLES ;* - N m.r

EfT S ., . ' m—a* [

CFN US GOI ' GP-3 .v. m- e - '

NOTE; ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-0 AT 11:25 AM, 8/5/64.
PASSED WHITE HOUSE AT 11:32 AM, 8/5/64.
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CIA DURING CENLRAL DISCUSSION WITH MEA W :"ST[:R,~X\\S'iON
N3A SANYAL ON OTHER MATTERS ME MADE PO Uirn~ !’ HAS
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ra AMNBaSSYLQOJ AKAHLTETI — /- N nNo-
Ir.fo 70 SECSTATE VASHDC PRIORITY N + 5
STATE GRNC . 7
BT /Uu 6 /j! 523;
" " mC-g4F I DENT | AdsHr 01T Y[2
-P JOIIT EMSASSY/iJSIS MVEBSSACGE —_—
[ | USIS yAS FIRST WTH DISTK; r- ' ": O\ PaES Jf/ji]SON'STABVE N T '
P-,, (AP, UPI communications G™ ' "D VEDNESI>YYVYTEFECON L5 aa TIME. = °
also DISTRIBUTED WS BEXCEL- I QIEST IONAAFBYER VIET NWM T ALKING

PAFER F-OM WRELESS FILE S';:. DATE NEWS-YFDEVELCOPIVENTS HONBVER
SON CGETTING ARCND AT RLLI'TION BY 20 FCOR NBW PRESS OFFICER V3
EVENNG NINE QJ O TEN G’M S WINENAE O BVEYTS AAD EAGERLY

9N/ ACCEPTED USIS PRINTED MATE. .-LS ON HAND | -
N vV
fj}, IrNTIAL REACTION AMG INDCB PRESENT  (INCLLONG Y CRCH-  SPCKESIVAN

N7 GANS HMAR30NO, EDITORS, JOL'.-"(LISTS) : QUERY VWEHERNACTION L INSIDE AR
OUTSIDETERRITORIAL VWATERS NC 'cETNAM dND VHETHEREINQAJS; * *
NO ACCOBAIICN B ACGRESISIAON OE GONCERN WAR'TINMr?" IN, ASIA -
HEGHENED, GENUNE PUZLEVE™Y RV MO IVATIONYTN PT' BOAT ACTIQOINS,
W INDCATNING ACETANCE FACT D" AITACKED FIRST; CGONCERN OUER PEKING
Alr, ROE REACTEN GRIEZIWNG ADSEINM "PAPER TiGER REALLY Has' L )
= TEEIH;" AGKNOUHEHSCEHVEANT 7PEal ANBVWAR RESTS IN PEKING." \ >
REACTION CANADAN NEW ZEal A-D, JAPANESE, ITALIAN DIPLOINC
PERSONNEL PRESENT SUMMED P - ' BRITISH INFO OFHCER GOMVMMENT
"THANK GG YO Al LAST (RASFED NETTLE." YUSH AV REP O TANIUG

Said " all progressive socialists support you."

THURSDAY HORNING PRESS REACTION PREDICTABLY UNFRIENDLY.
<SEE EVBITEL 221. SEE AQVA CX-105 FOR MILITARY REACTION.)

AL MSSION PERSONNEL INVOWMED ARCUATING FACTS AS FAST
AS W RECEIVE THEM IN SUPPCRIT  INCREASED USIS DISTRIBUTION

mechanism. ,

FR USIA: NEED DRM HOME FACTS U5 WARSHPS IN  INTERNATIONAL
WAIERS, REPRESENTING NO THREAT BEXCEPT POTENTIAL ACCERESSCRS,
LIMITED, FITTING.

GP-3. GABRATH
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;)O Note: Passed USIA at 6 am., August 6
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DEPCIRTEL 221

WHEN TEXTS DELIVERED TO ~-QNMINISTRY DIRGEN YAHIL ON 5TH, HE
READ THEM CAREFULLY AND SAID GOI "APPRECIATES SERIOUSNESS THIS
SITUATION AND APPRECIATES REASONS WHY YOU REACTED TO ATTACKS AS
YOU DID"" NOTING THAT ISRAEL IS SOMETIMES CRITICIZED FOR
"INSTRUCTING ITS SENTRIES TO SHOOT BACK", YaHIL CHARACTERIZED
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-

EXDIS FIERCE ARROV

]

REF: CTRT?L 218 )

LI

FOL IS TRANSLATED TEXT OF MESSAGE FPOM ITAL PRIME MIN ALDO
MORO TO PRES JOHNSON WHICH WAS GIVEN TO US.TODAY BY PH'S

- OFFICE. DRIGINAL WILL PE DELIVERED BY ITAL EMB IN WASHINGTON.
- "ROME, AUGUST 6) 1964. EERUNEE AR

PUPUPRR S U
.

f "MRe PRESIDENT:

. n

—— hrt Srsaah = e e e

"I AM EXTREMELY GPALErUL TOR YOUR COURTEOUS MESSAGE OF. AUGUST
5 CONCERNING THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

"I GREATLY APPRECIATED THE TIMELINESS OF YOUR COMMUNICATION ””!CH
-MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO SET FORTH TO THE CHAMRBER OF DEFUTIES
ITALY'S POSITION WITH RESPECT TO THE QUESTIONDURING Tﬂh DEEBATE

. ON CONFIDENCE IN THE GOVT OVER WHICH I PRESIDE.

i »"YOU WILL ALREADY BE AWARE OF MY STATEMENT, THE TEXT OF WHICH,
P +UNDER MY INSTRUCTIONS, WAS SENT TO THE UNITED STATES FMB IN
R

ROME AS SOON AS I HAD DELIVERED IT TO THE CHAMBER. BELIEVE ME,
CORDIALLY, ALDO MORO."

~~~~~~

PM'S-OFFICE CONFIRMED THAT THIS EXCHANGE CORRESPONDENCE wm.
NOT RPT NOT BE RELEASEDs . R

CFN 218 6 1964 4 EERLEE
COPY TO S/s -0 8/7/64 6:28PH
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ACTION: Amembassy TOKYO / S DECLASSIFIED 7'51 PH

Drft»d byi

[Authority E.O. 11662 SEC. 5(A)
INTO: CINCPAC T
Amembassy SAIGON N BX-XZJS”™ NABS, Date

CINCPAC FOR POLAD . m" ¥

EXDIS
Japanese Ekbassy today delivered following reply, marked <¢Confidential”,

by Prime Minister Ikeda to President Jphnson’s August 5 message on Tonkin
Gulf attacks: e
BEGIN VERBATIM TEXT
Mr, Presidents -
| have received through Ambass;addr' RAe;isclhauer on August 5 your
message, along with the text of your statement to the people of the

United States, concerning the attacks by communist Viethamese torpedo

boats on American vessels operatina on the ﬁigvh seas and the response
X- .

your government has taken thereto. * ,

As | have closely followed developments in the Vietnamese situation,
which has direct bearings on the peace and security of Southeast Asia,
I fully appreciate the circumstances under ifoich you have been compelled
to take the limited and fittin g response against the North Viethamese
forces. | gratified to note that your gpverment has already
referred the incident to the United Natio:is» It is my sincere hope

u

that the situation will be stabilized at an early date without

- &

TcUgrapbic transmiuiofi »t*4

FE;EA,RAFearey/pmh 8A2/6U ° cUttTicjAlon approved byi EA Robert A. Fearey

CUarancvb

FE - Mr. Green * '"S/5 -Mr;

W hijt6’-Hottseyi»v = REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

'DS-322

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
Classification,
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Page—Z _ of tclegnim to Ajnembassy TOKYO

assuming eserioua proportions.

ZEND VERBATIM TEXT.

Department officer commented appreciatively on forthright tone of

reply. Einbassy officer X observed GQJ able to express support of U.S..

Tonkin Gulf actions in private communication which Japanese political

situatifliij*revents it from expressing.publicly,.
GP-1*
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[ I |— N~ E C R-g-T-FLASH pTOj'AIJRUST 6 A4W*' “ je 7 '
r no”™. . .Ci m N vVE'DECPANPSA'- "'

-gl\ ;v 2J ; EXDIS PIERCE ARROW.- A "AUAority k;£€ gt>3~", A?! '/
in{: ;- refdeptel 34b, embtel/45s. By MjurM\NRKV M SjE£/M9N Sivj-v*
#‘V” - |, ! . [ ee, m_
jo ome FOREIGN MINISTRY STATES TELEGRAM. FROM AMBASSADOR'TAKEUCHI /-
p: , .: REPORTS secretary TOLD LATTER U.S. HAD CARRIED OIK "PRIOR !

f CONSULTATION- WITH JAPANESE GOVERNMENT REGARDING MOVEMENT V
' NAVAL VESSELS FROM JAPAN. ' ) . ) '
A -

EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THROUGH NAVY CHANNELS AUGUST 5 THAT 'e
COMBAT VESSELS OF 7TH FLEET IN JAPANESE PORTS WOULD BE LEAVING,
i PQRT FOR UNKNOWN DESTINATIONS AT SEA. THIS INFO PASSED

> CFN 470 348 40 5 7TH > I - enN
SLYATERERVERE 3 >, -1 .J--; N . \Y, N'
n.“ t
) page 2 RUALOT 9D CS CO g-T" n ‘! NV
1 FOREIGN MINISTRY BUT NO "CONSULTATION" 'OR APPROVAL SOUGHT.
VAR 7TH FLEET IS NOT RPJ* NOT BASED IN JAPAN AND EMBASSY DOES NOT’ 't
U\r,“_ RPTANOT BELIEVE QUESTION OF "PRIOR CONSULTATION" ARISES. .
N g = - 'mvii "V
i, FOREIGN MINISTRY REQUESTS CLARIFICATION SECRETARY’S REPORTED"-
- ‘ remarks, urgently DESIRES CORRECT ANY IMPRESSION THAT "PRIOR . n
CONSULTATION" WAS HELD OR THAT QOJ "APPROVED" REDEPLOYMENT OF
AS REPORTED EMBTEL'458, IN ACCORDANCE INSTRUCTIONS DEPTEL"' "
348, ambassador INFORMED PRIM IN TRANSFER F-105 SQUADRON FROM ef: e
C, r Note;, Advance €Copy to §/S-0 at 3:59 a.m., August'6 : ;r
White House, DOD, CIA at 4:04 a.m., August 6
LA ii; m 'V'mic T
*M - This copy jaust be Teturried to RM/R c>q;tral files with notation of action taken*

n rloy-3 N\ NWKXHKTION FIOM THiS COTf IS
S o > @ TAKEM MUy 2 ggtiyPain ) i : ho XMOA & MAASSinD"
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IMCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State
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Action Control: 2708 -r
Recd: AuGcusT % 96U

5-6 K awm
FROM: TOKYO
Info

ACTION: SECSTATE ~458 IMMEDIATE

DATE : AUGUST 5, PM

EXDIS
PIERCE ARROW
REFERENCE: CIRCULAR 221, 223, DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM 3H8

AMBASSADOR DELIVERED PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO PRIM IN IKEDA
3: 15 PM, AUGUST 5, TOKYO TIME. ALSO HANDED PRIMIN TEXT OF
PRESIDENI»S STATEMENT AND INFORMED HIM OF TRANSFER F-105

C SQUADRON FROM JAPAN TO THAILAND AND OF SIMILAR SQUADRON
FROM CONUS TO JAPAN.

PRIMIN SAID HE APPRECIATED MESSAGE AND HOPED IT WOULD BE
POSSIBLE PREVENT EXPANSION OF CONFLICT. AMBASSADOR STATED

US SHARED THIS HOPE AND THAT ACTIONS BEING TAKEN WERE FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

GP-3.
REISCHAUER
UMT,

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 AT U:16 AM AUGUST 5, 196U

PASSED WHITE HOUSE AT AM AUGUST 5, 196U
PASS DOD (ONLY) PER S/S-O AT AM AUGUST 5,
DECUSSInED -SKRET- REPRpOUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

-PROHIBUH) UNLESS "UNOASSInHT
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SVN

SP LIMITED o fficial USE (j~ AUCOST 5, 5?M

iKOREANf PRESS REACTION TO PRESVDEMT JOHNSON’'S STATEMENT
. AND subsequent US ACTION miAMROUSLY FAVORABLE, DETAILS
USIASENT VIA USIS CHANNELS. PREstl ALSO FEATURING PRESIDENT
NSC PAK’S LETTER TO PRESIDENT, V3HICH '-MS RELEASED AUGUST 6
WITH preamble referring TO RECEIPT TEXT OF PRESIDENT
PTA JONHSON’S STATEMENT BUT WITHOUT REFERENCE TO PERSONAL
BASD vjesSAGE. DOHERTY

'« -'.CFN 122 6 5PM US USIS 6
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HEGRA>A Department of State \ 8 -~
50 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
Action
SVN COUTROL: 3/127 ,
RECD: august ishiS) PM
Info
SS ' .
FROM: SEOUL , v \
G
FE ACTION]:  SECSTATE US PRIORITY
10
P BATES AUGUST 5,i:PM
USITA
NSC
I1'"IR
«LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
A >
VERBATIM TEXT
EM3TEL U5 o
EEfTEL CIFcCR 225 o
C U 70MOFF HAS GIVEN.EMBASSY MESSAGE

ESIMG SENT PRESIDEMT BY ROK PRSSIferTA"AK' CKOI*G-HUIS.
aUOTE MR. PRESIDENT,

XT IS MY PLEASURE TO ACH/OwLgIDGE RECEIPT'A-'TtCe
SIBNIFICAI-AT MESSAGE YOU HAVE SEM* HE IM
KEADINSr THE 'STATEMENT TO HARE WCTK TO Uirm.
AttAOCS ON U.So VESSELS THE tmHU~-iST NORTH VIA.,.

1 ji"AS OycOURAGED TO SEE TKAT 'OU HAVE TAKEN POSITIV5-
RETALMTORY MEASURES AGAIMhX THE COMMUNIST ATTACKERS.
THE PEOPLE on KOREAfJOIN ME FN WELCOHIMG AND SUPPORTING-,
YCUR STATEHtMT L'HiCi! U~~EaljrVOCALLY DISPLAYS UoS.
DETEKMXNATiICit TO SAFEGUARD AT ALL COSTS THE SECURITY
OF SOULISEAST ASIA AGAINST RENEWED ACTS OF AGGRESSION

BY NORTH VIETHAMESE COMMUJIStSc 1 HOPE THAT YOUR
RESOLU''E F:ES?OHSE TO THE VIEI/VIAHESE REGIME UILL
FORCE THEM TO DISCARD THEIR POLICY OP INFILTRATION AND
AGGPJESSICI/ AllD PAVE THE UAY FOR A iASTING PEACE IN THE
AREAO m

RESPECTFULLY, *

PARK CHUNG HEE END aUOTEc

REPRODUCTION FROM TH.. .JPY IS
LIM ITEI) OFFICIAL USE ppOHiRiipn unless "UNC_-.:sified"

XEROX FROM QUICK COPV
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Action
SVN
- 38:538DTA221
SSWO RR RUEKCR .19 AUS 6
DE RtDTLN 10SC 06/16352Z
G R 0615497 ZEA n
SP pTi AVEMBASSY LONDON)
EUR TO ruehcr/secstate WASHDC
FE o INFO RiMJIKL/AMEMBASSY kualaluipur
NSC rijmjir/amembassy Saigon
RuMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK
IM I R'JHLHQ/CINCPAC
CIA STaTS BRNC
0/\
0-&-NF I P E'W T I'a L ACTION D znfsos
511 SAIGON 21 BANGKOK 17 CIHCPAC 18 FROM LO

CINCPAC FOR POLAD - /

VERBa tua TEXT " ' PIERCE ARROW

tMALAYSIANfHICOM HAS SENT NOTE SAYING MALAYSIAN EMBASSY WASH3

Has BESIN
JOHNSON FROM TIINKU. . . /

INSTRUCTED DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO PAMNIDANT

Bquote thank YOU FOR THE MESSAGE CONVEYED TO fe'TR"UGH”~YOUR

AMBASSADOR. I
BY YO!1 and your GOVERNMENT

WISH TO ENDORSE WHOLEHEARTEDLY THE ACTION TAKE
IN CARRYING OUT THOSE FITTING

MEASURES IN RETALIATION AGAINST UNJUSTIFIED ATTACKS ON ijNtTE

naval VESSELS IN

states

INTERNATIONAL WATERS,

THIS HAS ALL--

ALONG BEEN THE COMMUNIST METHOD TO PROVOKE PEACEFUL NATIONS,

and that

<SIC) he ONLY LANGUAGE THEY CAN UNDERSTAND

IS AS

YOU SAID*.......... ACTS OF VIOLENCE.,.MUST BE MET NOT ONLY WITH

alert

a" siMALL nation LIKE MALAYSIA WHICH

DEFENSE, BUT WITH.POSITIVE REPLY* =

IE BENT ON PEACE FEELS

GREATLY ENCOURAGED BY THE FITTING ACTION OF THE UNITED STATES

GOVERNMENT. IT

GIVE THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ALL SUPPORT FOR
IS NOT ONLY JUSTIFIED BUT ALSO NECESSARY
IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.

~WHICH
TO BE RESTORED AND RESPECTED

GP-3. O'Shaughnessy Yy.- '
BT
* ADVANCE COPYVTONS/S-O 8/6/64, 7:50

K

-eONPINIWHLAL,

DECLASSIIFNED »

Bv .NARA. Date

IS MY EARNEST HOPE THAT-THE FREE WORLD WILL

ITS ACTION
IF PEACE IS
UNQUOTE.

?’_AVI |W|_ [
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. g
ortein ACTION: Amembassy KUALA LUMPUR /.? 7 MUG B 907PirtjH

Intel Info: Amconsul SINGAPORE N
----- AmerabassyDJAKARTA -/ o0 O
Amembassy ~LONDON
Text of message from the Prime Minister of Malaysia]to
President Johnson re Vietnam crisis. QUOTE - Thank you for n
the message conveyed to me through your Ambassador. | wish
to endorse wholeheartedly the action taken by you and your
Government in carrying out those fittin g measures in retaliation
against unjustified attacks on United States Naval vessels
in in&ternational waters. This has all along been the Communist

/0

method to provoke peaceful nations and that the only language

they can understand is as you said '....acts of violence...

must be mgt(;gnly V\\lith alert defense but with’positive reply".
A small nation like Malaysia which is bent on peace feels greatly
encouraged by the fitting action of the United States Government.
It is my earnest hope that the Free World w ill give the United

States Government all support for its action which is not only

justified”™but also necessary if peace is to be xks restored

and respected in Southeast Asia. - UUQUOTE.
— END. 1
FE:SPA:AIMoscottlyd”™ 8-6-6If oib, 'FE - Marshall Green

SPA - Mr. Cuthel]d®
S/S -,Mr. Chr4?~™nsen
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BT

C-e-N-f"  Dh NT I AL t->3'august 5, sFA j20n 6 N

=&

Rz7: DEPCIRTEL 223 i/ - /r f T 1 '>3

DELIVERED PRESIDEi-~T" S MESSAGE TO T'JJ RAZAK 4:50

(oNo]

OUR Embassy London, razak asked to be kept IiiVFOHI'IED of
DEVELOPMENTS. ASSURED HI/: 'JE WOULD KEEP HIM FULLY
INFORMED.

G~”-3. MCCUE
5T
M 158 5 6 225 4:00 H1 5 3

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, WHITE HOUSE at'9:46 A.M.,
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FROM: Bamako

LIMTTED OFFICIAL USE

Control: 6726

Roc'd:

ACTION: Secstate 73

DATE; August: 7,

PASS USIA

7 p.rn,

Reference: EMBTEL 68.-'

August 8, 1964
2:39 p.n.'

Malean news nedia coverage North Viet*Mi“n”se, situation, which
originally devoted approximately equa'l™i.me'“both versions a ffair,
has become considerably' less favorable to

was carefully-phrased coinnunique

US. Turning point

issued by-US-RDA Politbureau

claimiag that US security had not been |~nvolved in conflict
with North Viet Nam and calling for convocation second Geneva
conference uniting same participants as in 1954 (EMBTEL 70).

Simon Malley article,

published in its

situation on US.

Simon Malley article was broadcast radio Mali midday newscast

August 7. It equally bad. Same Coinmunist thesis donir*anli---'-", \

throughout: i.e .,

which broadcast nidd”™”. newscast August 6,

entirety *L ESSOR" August 7 . Piece is a
visious attack on USG and Pres5.dent Johnson which follows
Communist line xi?ithout wavering and puts entire”“blame for

\

US entirely to blame for situation andWnCire"

world disturbed by US aggressive actions.

SECGEN U Thant seen President Johnson

cease unprovoked

In addition, claimed

in order force him to

h ostilities against North Viet Nam.

Finally, coverage situation in Mali State
News Bulletin August 7 entirely devoted statetnent by CHICOM,
and Soviets \7ilth no balancing presentation

North Vietnamese,
Western views.

JTC

Inform ation Agency

KING

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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Adtion . T N m >
CONTROL: 5707
85 RECD; AUG 7, 1:22 P.M.
Info o S it $-/Hw ~
;FROMs. " THENAKEUWE .. m ' <
“ e “ L mmev.inr f Ne v, (H;, i i
ACTION:’;'/"SECSTATE 113 IMICDIATE'h J
oaq
‘date:.;.... aug® 7, 5 PoM, e, e mm : N 1 um
K - N\
i-SN-E-e-R-E
t S
[LIMDISA -
'pierce ARROW ' EIffiTEL 113 >V - me4
f. ' mmm ..m s’ mm -: ™

IONOFF AUGUST 7 TRANSMITTING THROUGH EI-3ASSY WASHINGTON PRIM E"1
'MINISTER'S RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT'S’ r-ESSAGE*

.\
iOPERATIVE SENTENCES: "A__” TKE NETHERLAAN)S GOVERNMENT SHARES v, 1
YOUR VIEW THAT THE NORTH VIETOAMESE HOSTILE ACTION COULD .  \
'NOT RPT NOT GO UNANSWERED AND THAT YOUR RESPONSE SHOULD BE- '
LIMITED AND FITTIN G | : o i A
h r“m

f "J®THE NETHERLANDS GOVERNMENT SINCERELY HOPES THAT THE ACTION'
TAKEN BY YOUR GOVERNMENT W ILL PREVENT,FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS = >
FROM TAKING.A I<DRE DANGEROUS COURSE. e W
mGON RPT GON HAD'NOt RPT NOT.FOR PRESENT PLANNED ANY PIJ3LIC V /t
ISTAt EMENT but AT EMBASSY URGING THAT POSITION BE mDE PUBLIC, ~
FONOFF PRESS OFFICE HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO RESPOND TOUNY -

NOTE: advance DELIVERY TO'S/S-0 AT 1:45 PM, 8/7/64.!
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT. 1:50 PM, 8/7/64

PASSED"USUN AT IT59 PM, 8/7/64. m -
_|;_

iVv' . em'r» |
t | . REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
SECRET T: m..PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
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Authority ANt3SA ..
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Action
Recd August 5,. 1964
5 A e
FROM: Wellington 9;46' p.m.
Info

ACTION: SecState 77 Priority

DATE; August 5, 7 p.m.

EXDIS
Flash Circi®™lar 223

Pierce Arrow

| delivered President’s message with statement and Pentagon
reNlease personally to Prime Minister August 5 at 6:30 p.m.

He expressed appreciation for President’s message; said he
could'well understand that some measures would have to be
taken and that he could not understand the Communists motives,

. GP-3 /.

POWELL

LM

Note: Advance Copy to S/S-0 at 11:30 p.m., August 5
Passed White House, DOD, CIA at 11:35 p.m., Axgust 5
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FM amemBASSYCSelLLINGTONA A B -

TO RuEHC/SECSTaTE wasTi™ [

INFO RUABSG/AMEMBASSY SAIGON - ! m'

Rjhpa/ cincpac for POLAD 'm e

STATE 6RNC ' '

Qr ' N - : . r

UNCLAS priority' ACTIOICbepT 8T>INFO'SAIGON' 8 'JNFO""OH1TY CINCPA(
FOR POLAH 6 FEROM UKELLY NKGOW FORWEMWATIHE - -—--------- \r '\

VIETNAM

FOLLOWING IS o fficial TEXT STATEMENT MADE BY PRITfE'l.MIMISTER -
HOLYOAKE in parliament night august S*"X-ON-VTETNAji SITUATION;
QTE MEMBERS WILL BE AWARE OF THE PATMRN~2NJF-'JIECENP EVthITS AND

I NEED DO NO RPT NO MORE THAN SKETGII TM EHIii/ LAST, SUNDAY AN
AMERICAN DESTROYER CRUISING IN INTERNmMtJI"AL WATERSbgME.JHIRTY
MILES* OFF NORTH VIETNAM WAS ATTACKED BY NORTH VIETN~MESE'PATROL
CRAFT WITH BOTH TORPEDOES AND SHELLS. TIENATTACKERSr-WERt

CFN 81 8 6 . O Vv

PAGE TWO RUMJAG 27 AN A A ,
DRIVEN OFF AND THE UNITED STATES GOVERNAMNEAINUSSEGAUALYANNADE
IT PLAIN IN A PROTEST TO THE NORTH VIETNeANE:SI"VNERNIMENT THAT
GRAVE CONSEPUENCES WOULD RESULT FROM ANY FURTHER UNPROVOKED
MILITARY ACTION AGAINST UNITED STATES FORCES. DEbPI'

WARNING, ON TUESDAY NIGHT NORTH VIETNAMESE TORPEDO

LAUNCHED A SECOND ATTACK ON UNITED STATES WAR SHIPi

GULF OF TONKIN, THIS TIME SOME SIXTY FIVE MILES ANrrr'TTFTOM
THE NEAREST LANO, THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED AND AT LEAST TWO

OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE VESSELS WERE SUNK." IN RESPONSE TO
THESE DELIBERATE AND UNPROVOKED ATTACKS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES ORDERED THAT LIMITED RETALIATORY ACTION bE TAKEN
AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE GUN BOATS AND CERTAIN SUPPORTING
FACILITIES IN NORTH VIETNAM. OTHER PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES HAVE
BEEN taken. .

OTE THERE IS NO RPT NO DOU3T WHERE RESPONOIBILITY FOR THESE
DEVELOPMENTS LIES. AMERICAN WARSHIPS SAILING ON THE HIGH SEAS
WERE VICTIM OF DELIBERATE AND UNPROVOKED ATTACK. THESE AMERICAN
VESSELS WERE OPERTINQ IN ACCORDANCE WITH RIGHTS GUARANTEED

BY INTERNATIONAL LAW TO VESSELS OAMLLANATIONS, RIGHT TO V?HICH WE
IN_N~_ZEAL/™ ATTACH IMPpRTANCE. __ ‘THE UNITED STATES

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY |5

UNCLASSIFTEN -PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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UNCIjJ\SSIFIED

-2- 81, AUGUST 7, PRIORITY FROM WELLINGTON,

PAr.E THREE RijMJAG 21 ' ‘-j

HAS RESPONDED TO THOSE ATTACKS. EVERY STATE, WHETHER GREAT

OR SMALL, HAS THE RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST ATTACK AND

THIS RIGHT IS EMI30DIED IN ARTICLE FIFTY ONE OF THE UNITED NATIONS =
CHARTER. THE AMERICAN RESPONSE HAS BEEN LIMITED TO

ENSURE that IT WILL NOT BE SUBJECT TO FURTHER SUCH ATTACKS

AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE UNITED STATES SEEK NO
RPT NO WIDER war.

PTE AS A SMALL NATION, NEW ZEALAND IS CONSCIOUS OF THE RESTRAINT
GREAT STATES MUST DISPLAY IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR POWER. '

<IN NO RPT NO CASE IS THIS CALL FOR RESTRAINT GREATER THAN FOR

THE .UNITED STATES, AND IN NO RPT NO CASE HAS THAT COUNTRYS

AVENOfiE MILITARY MIGHT-BEEN USED IN A RECKLEbS WAY CR IN DIS-
REGARD OF THE LESS POWERFUL. BUT SMALL NATIONS ALSO HAVE AN '
'OBLIGATION TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHTS AND ‘INTEHESTb OF GREAT V
POWERS ARE NOT RPT NOT SUBJECTED TO IRRESPONSIBILE OR ARBITRARY
CHALLENGE. SMALLNESS IS NO_ RPT NO PLEA FOR IMrt™"UNITY FROM THE
CONSEQUENCES OF FOOLISH OR ILLEGAL ACTIONS. THE RECKLESSNESS IN THIS
CASE IS ALL*ON THE SIDE OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT.

THIS IS ONLY ONE OF THEIR MANY PROVOCATIONS BUT IT IS THE

MOST DRAMATIC. IN PRESIDENT JOHNSONS WORDS, AGGRESSION BY TERROR

PAGE FOUR RUMJAG 27 -

AGAINST THE PEACEFUL VILLAGERS OF SOUTHERMWIETNAM HAS NOW BEEN
JOINED BY OPEN AGGRESSION ON THE HIGH SEAS' AGalNST THE UNITED
STATES. THE NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT REGARDS THE LIMITED RETALIATORY
ACTION TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES AS JUSTIFIED IN THE CIRCUM-
STANCES. \% -
AgXE THEREIN, OF COURSE, NO RPT NO DENYING HAT THIS DIRECT

ARMED CLASH BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND NORTH VIETNAM CON-
STITUTES A DANQEROUS SITUATION, BUT THE DANGERS ARE INHERENT'

IN ANY APPLICATION OF THE SANCTION OF FORCE, A SANCTION UPON
WHOSE EXISTENCE THE MAINTENANCE OF A'jJUST PEACE INESCAPABLY

RESTS. THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THESE
DANGERS, AND HAS TAKEN URGENT STEPS TO BRING THE MATTER BEFORE ;
THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND DISCUSSIONS ARE ALREADY TAKING PLACE
THERE CONCERNING MEASURES WHICH MAY BE NECESSARY TO AVOID ANY
EXTENSICVfOF THE CONFLICT. .

PTE IT IS NOT SOUTH VIETNAM AND ITS FRIENDS WHO ARE PROMOTING

AN ESCALATION OF THE WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE GRAVE RISK OF

THIS EXISTS AS THE EVENTS OF THE PAST TWO DAYS HAVE MADE "
MANIFESTLY CLEAR. BUT THE SOLUTION LIES IN THE HANDS OF THE
COMMUNISTS, AND IT IS FOR THEM TO MEASURE;THE. IMPLICATIONS

UNCLASSIFIED
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-3- 81, AUGUST 7, PRIORITY FROM WELLINGTON.

.PAGE FIVE RUMJAG 27 “
;OF THE WARNING LESSON THAT HAS SEEN GIVEN.

;CITE | SHOULD PREFER TO DEAL WITH THIS WHOLE QUESTION AT THE
.SUBSEPUENT DEBATE WHICH WE HAVE AGREED SHOULD TAKE PLACE WITHIN
;A FEW DAYS. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE PRESENT INCIDENTS WILL HAVE
TBECOME CLEARER AND THESECUHITY COUNCIL WILL THEN HAVE DISCUSSED *
mTHE MATTER. WE IN NEW ZEALAND ARE DEEPLY CONSCIOUS OF THE GREAT
BURDEN OF DEFENSE WHICH IS DbORNE 3Y THE UNITED STATES,

ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTH EAST ASIAN AREA AND INDEED IN THE WHOLE =
. PACIFIC REGION. ALONG WITH THE OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE REGION,
NEW ZEALAND BENEFITS FROM AMERICAN DEFENSIVE STRENGTH AND FROM ;
AMERICAN EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND TO ENSURE THAT COMMUNIST
APGRESSION DOES NOT SUCCEED IN ENGULFING THOSE COUNTRIES WHO

WISH TO PRESERVE THEIR INDEPE.NDENCE AND FREEDOM. | AM SURE THaT
SHOULD THIS MATER BE VOTED ONjIN THE SECURITY COUNCIL, THE
MAJORITY WILL SUPPORT THE ACTION TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES.

UNOTE' = . -
i POWELL -

- NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0,:;7:42 A.M., 8/7/64.

| PASSEQ' TO WHITE HOUSE,.DOD, CIA, 8:05 A.M., 8/7/64.

unclassified
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DECLASSIFIN.
CONf t-DENTIAL Authority iWt~ 7% ASc
EXDIS - PIERCE ARROW, By..~” ' VNARS.Datfl jr

DEPCIRTELS 218 AND 221~

IN ABSENCE PRIMIN GERHARDSEN ON VACTION UNTIL AUGUST. ’
17TH*I HANDED FONMIN LANGE (ACTING PRIMIN) AT 11115

TODAY PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S MESSAGES TOGETHER WITH

TEXTS OF'STATEMENTS BY PRESIDEIJT] SECDEF MCNAMARA AND ASST SECDEF

SYLVESTER, . . N ;
LANGE THI"NKED ME STATING THAT \ 1

MESSAGE AND TEXTS WOULD BE OF GREAT HELP. TO ot

GON. HE f£I"P ALOUD AND SEEMED IMPRESSED o "K' v

BY PRESIDENT'S SENTENCE "THE RESPONSE WE ARE MAKING
IS, HOWEVER, LIMITED, AND FITTING" BUT MADE

NO FURTHER COMMENT, |
UNDERSEC BOYESEN WAS PRESENT AND AID NIELSEN (GON- [ ooe
PERMDEL UN) WHO IS NOW IN NEW YORK IS KEEPING ' - f

FONMIN INFORMED, LANGE REMARKED THAT SINCE NORWAY

IS PRESIDENT SECURITY COUNCIL FORMONTH 07 AUGUST AND IN '
VIEW OF PENDING CYPRUS QUESTION NIELSEN HAD RETURNED .p -
NEW YORK AND WOULD KEEP IN CLOSEST TOUCH WITH
STEVENSON ON VIETNAM,

GP-3, Y

- WHARTON ' ',  ev ! 5, -nm A\ 2R I AV \
" NOTE; PASSED raiTE HOUSE AT 11:15 A.m/, 8-5-64.- vNv ~
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FROM: Oslo
ACTION: Secstate 85

INFO; USUN 6
Paris 18
Copenhagen 19
Stockholm 20

DATE: August 7, 1 p.m.

PASS USIA.
PARIS FOR USRO,
Foreign Ministry comment on Viet-Nam.

Norwegian Foreign Minister and Acting Prime M iniste ,ix'is™i®
following o fficial statem.ent to press August 6;

"I have received number requests to make statement on
Government's view on situation in Southeast Asia. Government
shares deep concern which has been expressed in so tnany
guarters over acts of aggression which have taken place,lIt
hopes that Security Council treatment of matter may prevent
further acts of aggression, and eventually lead to sta b ili-
zation of sit*uation in the area,

"The Foreign Ministry is in constant contact with our
delegation in United Nations, which w ill do its utmost so
that Security Council discussions can have positive results,
NojTway this month holds responsible and d ifficult function
as President of Security Council, In view of this | do not
think it w ill be appropriate at the present time to make
any further political comments on the situation.”

/ Foregoing is
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consistent with known views of GON towards
in his conversation with me,

in spring Foreign A ffairs

Foregoing is
Viet Nam as stated by Lange

(EMBTEL 665) and his statement
report to Storting May 28.
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TO RUEHC/SECSTATE~WA~HDC 1260UG:~ a7 597
INFO RUDSC/AMEMBASSY LONDON
RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK

STATE GRNC o .

UNCLAS ACTION DEPT INHEDIATE(”60j) INFO LONDON..65 BANGKOK SIX
FROM KARACHI SIXTH n \% -’

VIET,NAM tt-v

1. AFP QUOTES BHUTTO TODAY AS SAYING PAKS HAD "SPECIAL' RESPONSI-
BILITIES” IN SEA REGION AND FOR THIS REASON, FURTHER DETERIORATION
DUE TO CLASHES BETWEEN US AND DRV OBVMUSL-Y-" CAUSING GREAT
CONCERN and ANXIETY." BHUTTO SAID AYU9 flAD SAID MORE THAN

ONCE THAT "WE ARE CONCERNED AND DISTRESSED OVER THE GROWING
CONFLICT IN SEA." BHUTTO REPORTEDLY CONCLUDED COMMENTS WITH
OBSERVATION THAT PAKS STOOD FOR RESOLVING CONFLICT THROUGH,
N'EGOTIATION UNDER GENEVA AGREEMENTS AND'THAT PRESENT'SITUAT ION
CFN 260 65 1. ,

PAGE TWO RUFJKP 306 UNCLAS
REINFORCED NEED FOR EXPEDITI'OUS AND -PEACEFUL-SETTLEMENT.

2. MASIHUR RAHMAN (NAP), DEPUTY LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN trA -
CONDEMNED US ACTIONS AS "CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY AND INSULT-"

TO UNO" IN STATEMENT. HE CALLED ON GOP TO PROTEST AGAINSTA
"THIS INHUMAN ATTEMPT START ALL OUT WAR ON ASIAN SOIL"

AND QUIT SEATO. MCCONAUGHY < - - )
BT

CFN 2.

NOTE: Advance copy”to S/S-0 August 6 at 8:03 a.m.
Passed White House, .DOD at 8:30 a.m., CIA, USUN
at 8:40 a.m.
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' INCOMING TEIKESAA\ Department of State 9 3

NAIion
SS

Info

r AION

Xa4P+DEINff-h/tr
Conlrol 2812 Ti. ~ »
Roc'd AUGUS-T 5, 196U

6: 12 AM
FroM:  KARACHI

AaiON; SECSTATE 252 IMMEDIATE

DATE : AUGUST 5, 2 PM

DECLASSIFIED
Authority AN,
\k JLLcR" . NARA.DatgHgv-w'

EXDIS
PIERCE'arrow
DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM 136: DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR 210

1 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING RECEIPT DEPCIRTEL 210 (APPROXIMATELY
NOOM TODAY), | DELIVERED PERSONAL LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TO
PRES AYIIB (WHO IS NCW IN RAWALPINDI), ALONG WITH PRESIDENTIAL
MESSAGE AND MCNAMARA’S STATEMENT TO FONSEC AZIZ AHMED WHO WAS
SENIOR GOP OFFICIAL PRESENT IN KARACHI, AZIZ AHMED SAID HE
WOULD CONVEY MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT AYUB.

2. ON HEARING MY DETAILING OF FACTS ABOUT SECOND NORTH VIET-
NAMESE ATTACK ON US NAVAL VESSELS AND ON READING TEXT PRESIDENT»S
MESSAGE TO AMERICAN PEOPLE AND SEC MCNAMARA'S STATEMENT, FONSEC
FULLY GRASPED GRAVE SERIOUSNESS OF SITUATION CREATED BY NORTH
VIETNAMESE TORPEDO BOAT ATTACKS. HE WAS SHOCKED AND SURPRISED
BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ACTION AND ASKED SEVERAL TIMES WHAT NORTH
VIETNAMESE MOTIVE COULD BE IN ATTACKING US NAVAL CRAFT. HE
RAISED NO QUESTIONS REGARDING OUR MILITARY RESPONSE COMMENTING
ONLY THAT PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT TO EFFECT THAT RESPONSE WILL

BE "LIMITED" WAS "VERY WISE, VERY SENSIBLE". FONSEC»S PRINCIPAL
CONCERN REMAINED MOTIVATION FOR COMMUNIST ACTION. IN THIS
CONNECTION HE ASKED WHAT TERRITORIAL WATERS NORTH VIETNAMESE
CLAIMED AND REFERRED TO PAST CHINESE COIMUNIST EXPRESSIONS OF
DE;SIRE FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF VIETNAMESE ISSUE.

3. WE AGREED TO REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH ON VIETNAMESE SITUATION.

| TOLD FONSEC | WOULD BE PREPARED TO SEE PRES AYUB ON THIS
This copy must be returned to RM /R central files with notJ(ti'bliT(O ~ction taken
REPRODUCTION ROM THIS CQTY IS
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MATTER IN RAWALPINDI IMMEDIATELY |IF PRES DESIRED BY THAT
IN ANY EVENT | AM HOPING TO SEE PRESIDENT AT END OF THIS
WEEK OR EARLY NEXT WEEK TO REVIEW WITH HIM MY RECENT
CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON. -

GP-3.
MCCONAUGHY
UuMT

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O AT 6:20 AM AUGUST 5, 196H

PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 6:35 AM AUGUST 5,
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joint embassy-usis message

HEREWITH portion VERBATIM TEXT OF REMARKS PRES.

TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON RADIO STATEMENT OF WEDNESDAY;

N

SO 699

FU

MACAPAGAL RELATING

QUOTE WE ARE HEARTENED BY THE DETERMINATION EXPRESSED BY PRESIDENT

JOHNSON TO RESIST COMMUNIST AGGRESSION,

ESPECIALLY SO AS IT IS

CLOUSE TO OUR S>IORES THAT IT HAS UNDERTAKEN ITS ADVENTURE. IN THE

LEADERSHIP THAT THE UNITED STATES EXERCISES,

IN THE POWER AND THE

STRENGTH THAT IT CAN BRING TO BEAR TO FRUSTRATE THE COMMUNIST

IAGGRESSOR, LIES THE HOPE OF THE COUNTRIES WHOSE FREEDOM IS NOW

threatened UNQUOTE.

\

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS
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HEREWTH wverbatim AP ACGAAN FONFIFC TENDEZ RAIVIARKS RI'LATINGQ TO

PRESIDENT JCOHNBCONS STATEVENT O WRIDIN'SDAY:

QUOE FCREIGN SECRETARY MARO VEN\LEZ SAID VEONEDAY LS PRESIDENT
JONBCN QUAOE HAS TAKEN A STEP CONSISTENT WTH THE SITUATION
UNCUOE IN HIS ANNOUNCEVENT  REGAROING ATTACKS ON U5 NAY VVESSELS
IN THE TONKIN GULF. VENCEZ SAID JONBCONS STATEVENT WAS QUOE NOY
AGGRESSIVE. VERY MCIERAIEE UNCUOE HONBVER YFTER CGONFERRING WTH
PRESIDENT OCGEDADO MACHACA. AAD OHER l[EVBERS r HIS CABINET,
ME\CEZ SAD THERE WOIUD BE NMCEOMMEN ON THE TONKIN GULF  INCIDENTS,

FCrREGIN SE;:REI'ARY SAID QXE W& HQ\\EI TREATY CBLGATIONS WTH
fHE UNITED STATES AND OHER ALLIES AND VE ARE READY TO SIAND BY
THCEE GOVMITIVENIS. QUOE BUT WE FEEL THAT VE ARE NO CALED UIRON
TO MIXE A CIMMMAN N EVERY INCIDENT AND WE FEEL V&£ ARE NO CALLED
LRON TO GCOMMEN AN THIS PARTICULAR INCIDENT UNCLUOE

ESTERLINE

BX
NOTE: Advance copy given to I/S and IAP. on 8/5/6>t.

UNCLASSRED
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. 3l FURNISHED MACAPAGAL WITH INFO CONTAINED REFTEL AT- me
- N | ‘CONCLUSION CREDSNTIALS CEREMONY: THIS AFTERNOON. HE

expressed appreciation and said we HAVE HIS WHOLEHEARTED =
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TO RUEHC/SEC~™ATIirra”HDC
INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC
RUFJKP/AMEH3ASSY KARACHI
RUDSC/AMEMBASSY LONDON
rufjc/amembassy Paris

RUr-IVC/AMEMBASSY

RUMjag/AMEMBASSY CANBERRA

RUMJAG/AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON

STATE GRNO e o

BT

UNCL AS ACTION DEPIMMS IFO CINCPAC UNN
LONDON 18 PARIS EIGHT MAIMA 2 CANBERRA T,
TWO FROM Bangkok fifth

SEATO = -

FOLLOWING IS TEXT STATEMENT RELEASED TO PRESS ARY -
GENERAL AUG 5 IMMEDIATELY AFTER SPECIAL MEE
COUNCIL REPS:

"THE/sEATOJCOUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE UNITED STATE
AMERICaF TaMBASSADOR graham MARTIN, TODAY INFORMED A SP
SESSION OF THE SEATO COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES THAT IN V
CFN 146 18 32 5 -

PAGE TWO RUMBK 097K UNCLAS '

REPEATED AD DELIBERATE NORTH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS ON AMERICAN
naval VESSELS ON THE HIGH SEAS,.THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES ORDERED AMERICAN MILITARY FORCES TO TAKE ACTION IN
REPLY. ACCORDINGLY, ACTION WAS TAKEN THIS MORNING BY UNITED
STATES AIRCRAFT AGAINST GUN BOATS AND CERTAIN SUPPORTING
FACILITIES IN NORTH VIETNAM W<4ICH HAVE BEEN USED IN THESE
HOSTILE OPERATIONS. :

AMBASSADOR MARTIN ~TJJgSSED THAT THE UNITED STATES RESPONSE
TO THIS ACT OF AGGRESSION BY NORTH VIETNAM IS LIMITED AND
FITTING; THAI THE UNITED STATES IS AWARE OF THE RISKS OF

REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY |S
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-2- 146, AUGUST 5, FROM BANGKOK

spreading conflict; and that the united states seeks no .
WIDER WAR. HE POINTED TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S STATEMENT THAT

THIS NEW act of NORTH VIETNAMESE AGGRESSION UNDERLIMES THE
IMPORTANCE TO THE UNITED STATES OF THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE

and SECURITY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,AND THAT AMERICAN DETERMINATION
TO CARRY OUT THE FULL COMMITMENT TO THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT
~OF SOUTH VIETNAM WILL BE REDOUBLED BY THIS OUTRAGE.

THE UNITED STATES, AMBASSADOR MARTIN ADDED, IS IIN CLOSE CONSULTATION
WITH ALLIED POWERS ON ANY FURTHER'STEPS REQUIRED TO MEET THE
SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA." '

MARTIN ava . -
BT '
NOTE: advance COPY TO S/S-0 AT 12:10 PM, AUGUST 5.
\  PASSED WHITE HOIEAAT 12:30 PM, AUGUST 5. o .
' \
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DEPCIRTEL 221 t >5

TEXT PRESIDENT’S STATEENT DELIVERED FONCH DEPUNDERSEC GBIV
ABOMLAK He EXPRESSED HOHED G5 THAT WR IN SQUTHEAST

oy

ASA WOID NO SPFREAD “ND EVPHASXED CONLY DESIRE SEE PEACE IN =

that PART WCHRD  SPEAKING PERSONALLY HE UNCHRSTOOD NECESSITY

IS REPLY TO UNFROUCKED A "'CADBLOODED AITACK HOE MATTER

G D BE HANOLED WN SECURITY GOJUNAL AOIDNE: NEED FURTHER WS
MILITARY RESPOINSE

NTZCIMGEL

ET
AN 44 05 472P.

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO~/S -0 AT PM, AUGUST 5.
PASSED WHITE HOU&E"MAT 2 PM, AU«CS"5.
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FROM: Stockholm
ACTION: Secstate 129
Oslo Unnumbered

Copenhagen Unnumbered

DATE: Awugust 6, 6 p.m. n"'"

/ X
Circular telegram 224 and 221

Vietham

.1) Early fifth statements President ~""S'Secretary De”~ns”~given

senior officer present Foreign M inistryr'~ertinerff™i.te ]
European wireless file fourth and fifth pro”Irl'y distfinured
key officials and editors over my card i«'"'s.e~t*"d—ea”™s. Press
reaction to date reported TOUSI 23 and zrTT "E~p~llent "qu”~™s”™ions
and answers” special most helpful.

2) Press reactions to date reported TOUSI 23aFtdC™™, are”™ot
unfriendly nor do they reflect sense on imnpln®afe— risis. How-
ever, forf Swedes\Hanoi obviously more distant than Capet®

and most comments have detached quality which also quiteuan”
responsive to our persistent output on basic issues anA

US and free World interests involved.

Last evening Embassy picketed by small group demonstrators headed
by well known Commie front tjrpe who le ft statement their views
and then gave™up after drenching cold rain, Swedish TV played
them in main newscast there being no other domestic items.

4) | called on acting Foreign Minister Palme noon sixth with
additional material and for exchange views, Palme unable fathom
why North Viets chose attack Seventh Fleet twice, interested
in speculation as to motives, prospects. He assumes VIETCONG
w ill step up warfare on ground where advantages more with them.
He sensed in Sweden no foreboding comparable time Cuban con-

frontation or Korean war. Swedish eyes obviously on USSR
reaction but
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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-2-129, August 6, 6 p.m., From Stockholm

reaction but Palme said he though since earlier crisis surer touch
had developed on both sides for avoidance inextricable situations
and Soviets probably not eager salvage Sino/Vietnamese position
present episode. By implication Palme's attitude sympathetic and
understanding US actions but he avoided explicit comment. Talk
afforded opportunity for me go into Vietnamese/Laos situations in
some depth. It appears to me that both at Government and popular
level espisode in Tonkin Gulf will barring further complications
help in long run to increase understanding in this country of SEA
problem and our position,

| also told Palme that in yesterday afternoon tabloids here there
had be.-.n tendency claim US motivated by domestic elections upcom-
ing and that 7 Toould deplore it if such gross miconception dev-
eloped on matter vhere vital national interest and free World
principles obviously dominating.

PARSONS

NAR/12

Note: Paragraphs numbered as received
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OizeM ACTION: Amembassy LONDON ™ //

EXDIS
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY
.Please deliver following message from me to Butler Friday morning:
* - QUOTE. Dear Rab; I just wanted you to know how much we have
.appreciated the splendid support you gave us in the Gulf of Tonkin affair.
Your Government's prompt and forthright statements to the press, and the
position you have taken in the Security Council have been of great help to us,

and we very much appreciate it. / sgd/ Dean.” UNQUOTE.

GP-3 END
DECLASSTF~D AV “varx
Authority A ol RLB
By , JVAIlS, Date
i;'
T«I»9«aphic Irancmiuien and .
- . N\ claut~catioa spprovMl byi N\
soipRusk:fr ~ etax
FE - Mr. Bundy 'S/S-. RDaviesr- I
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., ,Authority VLS .
‘ ‘- By , NAItS, Date-g Z j/2£. '
FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY / . *

Please deliver following message from me to Butler Friday
morning:® m S ]

QTE Dear Rab: I just wanted you to know how much we have
appreciated the splendid support you gave us in the Gulf of Tonkin
affair. Your Government's prompt and forthright statements to the
press, and the position you have taken in the Security Council
have been of great help to us, and-havo made i& claa*uirce again
to\the world that in the hour nf clear and present danger our t"ffa
countries are always to be
took has\”Iso helped to bring
adventure orNfhis kind can on
believe th~t th”~r realization
to succeed in our fefrorts to brin;

a peaceful and jus : solilM;ion
- | - -
Dridy= EUR:WRTyi/"j?nnt Tel*grephic trensini&iicn
8/6/64 cUssifkation appfov~d byt The Se cre ta I’y LStA
Cle*rsnCM:
FE - Mr. Bundy/OT:A S/S
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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Classified tiun

early to tell, preliminary~indications of the”~action in~“king and
Hanoi justify ,the hope"that this crisis-1vill also ji-dLve beeV

for the futu DBan.

END
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Memorandum of Conversation

ORIGINAL/O<«=~ TO iii*/R FOR

RECORDING k I>ISTHIBUT-ION DATE: August 7, 1964

SUBJECT; Viet-Nam Situation

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Denis A. Greenhill, Minister, Embassy of Great
Britain

Llewellyn E. Thompson, Ambassador-at-Large
Department of State

COPEES TO; S/S 10

EUR
FE
S/VN

INR/OD
S/AL (3)

Mr, Greenhil asked me whether we would be able, in the
United Nations, to establish the fact of the second attack
on our destroyers. | said there was no question but what
the attack did take place and | read him an excerpt from

a reporting cable, but said that it was, of course, diffi-
cult to produce evidence which would be convincing. Mr.
Greenhill said that in diplomatic circles aromd Washing-
ton, there seemed to be an assumption that the destroyers
were escorting Viet-Nam vessels onraids. He said that
he told anyone who talked to him about it that we had
assured them that this was not the case. | said it was most
unfortunate that a raid appeared to have been taken in the
vicinity of the destroyers, but that this was simply an un-
fortunate coincidence and that the destroyers had nothing
to do with that operation.

Mr. Greenhill asked if we had received any message from
Khrushchev on the subject. | replied that none to my
knowledge, but that | thought that we probably should now
send a message to Khrushchev.

by MU
SECRET

declassified

E.O. Sec. 3.4
MAFA, Date
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PROCESSING NOTE

On this date, Archives staff discovered that document #101 was missing from the file. A copy of
the document was recovered from the University Publications of America microfilm and has
been placed in the file.

Alexis Percle
April 21, 2014

National Security File, NSC Histories, “Presidential Decisions— G ulf of Tonkin Attacks of
August 1964, Volume 2, Tabs 14-17,” box 38
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ACTION: CIRCULAR 224PRIORITY 5 5 Pii

ALL AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC POSTS
(Additioiial addressess)

PIERCE ARROW

In lieu of not yet aYailable detailed wrap-up of PIERCE ARROW
operation, posts shoulorlesiIX on foUomng items contained \vireless file
for information and guidance:

(@) McNamara’s press conference morning August 5;

(b) McNamara’s press conference scheduled afternoon or evening

August 5;

(c) Stevenson speech before Security Co'ancill,

(d) Presidential speech at Syracuse University.

(e) Secretary’s TV appearances evening August 5.

End
PARIS PASS USRC _ CINCPAC for POLAD pNCSOUT:g for POIAD _
CONGEN HONG KONG CINCEUR for POLAD
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ca.lled in separatarly today by Deputy A ssistant Secretary
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1, First !To.nicin Culf Incident» Augiist S \&3 KADOX

EUR

Ee- anl’outlne patrol in CtISIf of *Tonlin vms attacked by three

KCF)A torpedo ‘taEts f/Znich firsd both torpedoss and machd.ne guns

1

I* durins cQ'orsa of attack, Maddox after firing threa vjaming

USIA

c £hoty opaned fire vijith 5 inch battery™ In course of

€ D)

'C'\:E engagement two torpsdoes passed within 100-2C0 yards of

NSA Madd.xt, One torpedo boat received direct hit from lladdox

OSD

AMM and others \ygedamaged by aircraft from USS TICONBSRCGA'

ng which resporded Maddoa: call for assistance ,,

NIC U». S. am> August 3 President made public
instrMictions to Navy to continue patrolsj, to double patrol
force and to provide air cover. President also raade public
orders to ships and planes to attack aily force which
attacked them in international vjaters and to attack vrith
objective not cnly of driving o ff attacking force but of
destroying it* At same titns O»S<, published protest
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against unprovoked communist North Vietnaraesa boats attack on.
Maddox on high seasc Protest cited traditional right to operate
on high seas and stated UeSo ships vjould continue to do so
taking v/hatover measures ifere appropriate to their self-defense.
Protest stated US expected authorities North Viethamese regime
v/ould be underiT no roisapprehensiori as to grave consequences
which would inevitably result from any further unprovoked
offensive militaiy action against US forces. Maddox resumed
patrol in international v:aters»e

3“ Second Toricin Gulf Incident. Evening August 4 Maddox
reported radar contact unidentified surface vessels whose action
raade attack by them appear >imminentc At this time Maddox and
Turner Joy vrere in international viaters in Tonkin Gulf about 65
miles from nearest land. About one hour later Maddox made new
radar contact with two unidentified siirface vessels and three
unidentified aircraft, Ticonderoga then laujiched fighter aircraft
to rendezvous vjith Maddox and Turner Joy. Shortly thereafter
Maddox reported unidentified aircraft disappeared from screen
and surface vessels remained at a distance. Aircraft from
Ticonderoga arrived a-.d began defensive patrol. At 9s30 pm
additional unidentified vessels ";ere observed' on Maddox radar
and began to close rapidly from West and South with intentions

evaluated as hostile. At 9°52 pm destroyers reported they under

UITOLASSIPIED
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continuing torpedo attack -snd engaged in Intensive counteffire .
Within next hour destroyers reported they had avoided number of
torpedoes, that they had been under repeated attack and had sunk
tvjo of attacking craft, By midnight destroyers reported no hits
or casualties and. Ticondsroga aircraft illuminating area and
attacking eurface crafts Shortly thereafter they reported at
least T7G enemy cralt sank» Turner Joy reported that during
engagement she vras fired on by automatic vjeapons vjhile being
search

illutninatsd b y | i g h t s s After uiore than tv,;o hours xmder
attack destroyers reported at 1730 am that attacking craft
had apparently broken o ff engagement.

~»Sc Response” Deliberate and unprovoked nature of
attacks at locations indisputably in international waters
compelled President and his principal advisors to conclude that
prompt and finn military response vias required o Accordingly
President decided air action should be taJ®*en against gun boats
and certain supporting facilities in North Viet-Nam which had
been used in hostile operations. On Tuesday evening August 4
iafter consulting i*rith Congressional leadership, he so informed
/American people., UoS, military response was carefully planned

/ and effectively carried out« U,Sc air strikes began approximately

at noon Wednesday local time against North Viethamese FT and gun
boats, their bases and support fa cilitie s» These attacks carried

out from 7th Fleet carriers Ticonderoga and Constellation were

UIICLASSIPIED
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limited in scale®™, primary" targets being v/eapons agaj.nst vihich

our destroyers had been compelled to defend themselves tX'/ice during
preceding 72 hours» Our naval forces launched 64 attack sorties
against four North Viethamese patrol boat bases and their boats
and against a major supporting o il storage depot. Our losses

v/ere tx*o aircraft destroyed and tx5o0 damaged»

5* Additional Precautionary Measures. Certain mllitar™r
deployments to Southeast Asia v,ere begun as precautionary measures |,
These include; attack carrier group from Pacific coast to X'/estern
Pacifioi interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft into South Viet-Nam;
fighter bomber craft into Thailandi interceptor and figliter bomber
squadrons from US to Pacific advance bases|] anti-submarine force
to South China Seaj alerting and readiness for movement of
selected Army and Marine forces*

So "~ ~ On August 4 vie requested convening urgent meeting
of irxi Security Council to consider serious situation created by
deliberate attacks of Hanoi regime_ on TJ«S. naval vessels in

At meeting

irtem ational waters, ] ) h\?ld Agtqus.t 5% Stevenson sada fu Il
reporc to Su on DtlV aggression afid VS lirSteci response.

7. Separate telegram sumraarises foreign reaction tc date.

M D
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asutralist papers (ice» Baatk aaid lad-vitesian) =

Sosa consider us recklesss taost cosstssBtators'
find £ssyraas«s in tbs liisitcd nature of o-jsr resporsas,
Ther®© is soa™a spss”ilatiosi tkaft dcasstic politics nay hvive
SiOtivated tsa. Considsrabls passisaent is expressed ovsr
motives for attacks against U.S. shipso

Tb® press is virtu sllj N™Masijsoya in calling for a
pGas€ft3l ssl'it5.©is, UsfoTt'tiasaftelj, rslatioasM p bst*«'ssa
recent actlctm and ctKtiilaiag Nsrth 'Viethamese eggressioa
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Reaction in this sphere has followed expected lines.
The U.K., Australia ar.d Nev Zealand have come forth with
strong pitblic support. The I~ter two have troops in
Vietnan, Frarice hss %?ithheld reaction to date, but
DeGaulle called for an exposition of the true (sic) facts.

India has expressed grave concern and considerable
interest in the details.

The Pakistanis eveB though members of SEATO have been
cautious.

As in the press, virtually all countries have expressed
hope that the conflict be limited and some are assured by

President Johnson’s stateraent to that effect.

Pty
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'l. AT SPECIAL MEETING SEATO COUNCIL REPS, CONVENED AT MY
REQUEST 1430 LOCAL TIME AUG 5, | DESCRIBED SITUATION, READING
.TEXTS US PROTEST NOTE TO NORTH VIETNAT',

PENTAGON ANNOUNCEMENT#
‘PRESIDENT’S RADIO/TV STATEMENT AND PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO

SEATO HEADS OF GOVERNMENT, (WITH CAUTION LAST MESSAGE REMAINED
CLASSIFIED UNTIL RELEASED BY'ADDRESSEES),
CFN 141 5 5 175 1. 1430,5 \

- /

PAGE TWO RIMTBK 092K -0 N.P I P E"[I"T | A-L

2, BRITISH COUNCIL REP (MACDERMOT) EXPRESSED INABILITY
;ASSESS DRV MOTIVES UNDERLYING SUCH "STUPID ACTION, WHICH PUT
iTHEM ENTIRELY IN WRONG AND US ENTIRELY IN RIGHT". FRENCH
REP.(CLARAC) SPECULATED NORTH VIETNAMESE ACTION

INSTIGATED
BY COMMUNIST CHINESE IN ATTEMPT FORCE USSR SIDE PUBLICLY WITH
.CHICOMS, NOTING USSR FORCED FACE UP TO THIS PROBLEJ1

IN SECURITY
ICOUNCIL DISCUSSIONS..
'3, MOST COUNCIL REPS EXPRESSED PRIVATELY THEIR SATISFACTION
AMERICAN ACTION. f ,
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AuthorityRAC /A3
martin' ' A\
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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY
' WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF » f

THE DIRECTOR ' ' Aug<USt 5, 1964
MEIVIQRAI'IDUM FO K: The President
SUBJECT: Initial Comment on U.S. Action in Cfulf of Tonidn

Fax’ East comrrxent sees the situatiioa in Viet-Mam as grave and
there are indications of concern and some anxiety bat nothing approacliing
panic. The'only clearly critical comxxient on U.S. actions and official
statements has comc from Conimunist or Icft-v/ing sources. Editorial
cc-aiment from Saigon and Kuala Liumpur justifies the U.S. position aiid
,considerable coninient froixi elsewhere tends to hope for a negotiated settle-
nisnt.

N In Japan, Chief Cabinet Secretary Suzuki released an official state-
rcient to the effoct that Praaidsnt Jolinson’s order of appropriate counter-
attack, within lim its, was ine'/itable but that Japaii hoped the situation would
be settled before it entered a more serious pha”e. Althovigh Kyodo news
stated that Foreign Office sources v/ere "shocked" no 3tatarnexit would ba
made until the fiill text of President Johnson's speech had been received.
Japanese press comment has been limited but generally expresses concern
along with hopes of an early settlexnent.

From Saigon, Prim e ivlinister Kanh reportedly gave full support to
the U.S. position and indicated tliat the second a;tack on U.S. vessels by the
North Vietnamese confirmed the provocative aitiude of North Viet-Naxri and-
Communiat China. Saigon press conixtient varies in its approach but generally
concurs that provocation rests with the Com munists,

Don Chu lvlai regards North Vietnamese aciions as probing U.S. in-
tentions and a tactic designed to stir up world opinion in favor of an inter-
national conference. Tu Do, an independent paper, charges that the Hanoi
puppets launched the jsrovocacions upon order of their Cioinese naasters and
argues that conventional war against the North is the best tactic for retaliation.

The Straits Tirr-es in Kuala Luxnpur clearly takes the position that
the Communist Chinese and North Vietnamese \'iew of the "paper tiger” thesis
must be convincingly disapproved.’



In Cambodia, the Dapeche du Cambod;;e editorial took an almost
pro-Conimunist line in a sarcastic axcack cixarging that the “impudence aiid
arrogaxice of the im perialists luiow no bounds." i**

The Indian Government is "deeply disturbed" by clashes betv/een the .
United States and North Vict-Narri. Prime Minister Shastri ha3 called an
emergency cabinet rx).ceting following receipt of your message about U.S.
air raid retaliations. A spokesman for the Ministry of External Affairs said
tho claahea disturbed the peace of Southeast Asia and the Indian Government
hoped at least that the uneasy situation that prev'ailed in the area prc\aoasly
would be restored.

Initial acatterod conmients indicate that most V/est European media
jviev/ the American moves in Southeast Asia as retaliation against deliberate
[Noi-th Vietnamese attaclcs. The news of the President's speech and tV.e con-
icurrent measures taken by the U.S. reached Europe too lato for inclusion in
jmost morning papers. There was some factual conaxient on the second attack
of North Vietnamese torpedo boats.

Rightist Li*Aurora says; "This time it is no longer a question of an
eisolated’ act but of a ‘deliberate attack’." Tiie paper finds the North Vietnedo;i.o™e
provocation "unbelievable," but expresses concern, as do many other papera,
over "an irremediable extension of the war in Southeast Asia." Vienna’'s
independent Kurier headlined: "Vietnam: U3A Attacks. After Second Attack
on U.S. Destroyer: A:“Nierican Air Attacks in Progress." Die V/elt, Hamburg,

left no doubt as to whom it considered the definite aggressors v/nen it headed
its front-page: "New Attack on U.S. Destroyers."”

V/ide-circulation Tribune de Geneve writes;

""The fact of the two attacks) legitimizes both the defense and the
counter-attack. Without abandoning the principle of controlled response, the
U.S. Govermiieut has crossed an important vhreshold. For the first tiine
since the American undertaldng to defend South Veit-Nam, m ilitary instal-
lations in North Viet-Nam are being targetted.”

Paris press, television and radio are gi\'ing top attention to the subject.
Editorials, which trail the most recent developiTients, express an:dety but
take some comfort in your approach. Today's I™e i“londe runs a front-page
editorial: "Firm butPrudent.”

The Polo de Janeiro press gave banner headline treatment to news ac-
counts of the new attack. Most papers went to press too early to publish
reports of your television statement, but the influential Jornal do Brasil
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replated its front page. The paper’'s account of the events carried the head-
line, *'U,S, Veasela Suffer New Cormriunist Agwresoion.* Othex'papers} ran
such headlines sa "Americalna Sustain New Naval Attacks in Viet-Nani'" aiid
"Seventh Fleet Sinks CoiTijnujiist Vessels in North Viet-Narn."

The principal papers in Mexico City heac?iine your dramatic dec-
laration, " highligiit your request for a U.N. Security Couiicil meeting and
state that "U.S. Airplanes Attack North Viet-Nam Base.”
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SECURITY COUNCIL HEARS U.S. CHARGE OF NORTH
VIETNAMESE ATTACKS: Statement by Atllai E. Stevenson,
U.S. Representative in the Security Council, August 5, 1964 ~

| have asked for this urgent meeting to bring to the attention of
the Security Council acts of deliberate aggression by the Hanoi regime
against naval imits of the United States.

Naval vessels of my Government, on routine operations in inter-
national -waters in the Gulf of Tonkin, have been subjected to delib-
erate and repeated armed attacks. We therefore have found it nec-
essary to take defensive measures.

The major facts about these incidents were annoimced last night
by the President of the United States and communicated to other gov-
ernments at the same time | was instructed to request this meetmg.
I shall recount these facts for you, Mr. President, in chronological
order so that all the members may have all the information available
to my Government.

At 8:08 am. Greenwich meridian time, August 2, 1964, the United
States destroyer Maddox was on routine patrol in international waters
in the Gulf of Tonkin, proceeding in a southeasterly direction away
from the coast about 30 miles at sea from the mainland of North Viet-
Nam. The Maddox was approached bv three hiirh-speed North Viet-
namese torpedo boats in attack formation. Yv“hen it was evident
that these torpedo boats intended to take offensive action, the Maddox”
in accordance with naval practice, fired three warning shots across
the bows of the approaching vessels. At approximately the same
time, the aircraft carrier Ticanderoga, which was also in international
waters and had been alerted to the impending attack, sent out four
aircraft to provide cover for the Maddox, the pilots bein”™ under orders
not to fire unless they or the Maddox were fired upon first.

Two of the attacking craft fired torpedoes, which the Maddox
evaded by changing course, All three attacking vessels directed
machine~n fire at the Maddox. One of the attacking vessels ap-
proached for close attack and was struck by fire from the Maddox.
After the attack was broken off, the Maddox continued on a southerly
course in international waters.

Now, Mr. President, clearly this was a deliberate armed attack
against a naval unit of the United States Government on patrol in
the high seas—almost 30 miles off the mainland. Nevertheless, my
Government did its utmost to minimize the explosive potential of this
flagrant attack in the hopes that this might be an isolated or uncal-
culated action. There was local defensive fire. The United States
was not drawn into hasty response.

On August 3 the United States took steps to convey to the Hanoi
regime anote calling attention to this aggi-ession, stating that United
States ships would continue to operate freely on the high seas in ac-
cordance with the rights guaranteed by international law, and warn-
ing the authorities in Hanoi of the “grave consequences which would
inevitably result from any further unprovoked offensive militaiy
action against United States forces.” This notification was in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Geneva accords.

Our hopes that this was an isolated incident did not last long. At
2:35 p.m. Greenwich meridian time, August 4, when it was nighttime
in the Gulf of TorJrin, the destroyers Maddox and C. Tximer Joy were
again subjected to an armed attack by an undetermined nimiber of
motor torpedo boats of the North Viethamese navy. This time the
American vessels were 65 miles from shore, twice as far out on the
high seas as on the occasion of the previous attack. This time numer-
ous torpedoes were fired. That attack lasted for over 2 hours.

There no longer could be any shadow of doubt that tlus was a
planned, deliberat-e mUitaiy aggression against vessels lawfully present
m international waters. _ One could only conclude that this’ was the
work of authorities dedicated to the use of force to achieve their ob-
jectives, regardless of the consequences.

‘ Department o( State Bulletin, Aug. 24. 1964, pp. 272-274.



My Government therefore determined to take positive but limited
and relevant measures to secure its naval units agamst further ajrgres-
sion. Last night aerial strikes were thus earned out against JTorth
Viethamese torpedo boats and their support facilities. This action
was limited in scale, its only targets being the weapons and facilities
against which we had been forced to defend ourselves. Our fervent
hope is that the point has now been made that acts of armed aggression
are not to bo tolerated in the Gulf of Tonkin any more than they are
to be tolerated anywhere else.

I want to emphasize that the action we have taken is a limited and
measured response, fitted precisely to the attack that produced it, and
that the deployments of additional U.S. forces to Southeast Asia are
designed solely to deter further aggression. This is a single action
designed to make unmistakably clear that the United States camiot be
diverted by military attack from its obligations to help its friends es-
tablish and protect their independence. Our naval units are continu-
ing their routine patrolling on the high seas with orders to protect
themselves with all appropriate means against any further aggi-ession.
As President Jolmson said last night, “We still seek no wider war.”

Mr. President, let me repeat that the United States vessels were in
international w'aters when they were attacked.

Let nie repeat that freedom of the seas is guaranteed under long-
accepted international law applying to all nations alike.

Let me repeat that these vessels took no belligerent actions of any
kind m itil they were subject to armed attack.

And let me say once more that the action they took in self-defense
is the right of all nations and is fully witliin the provisions of the
Charter of the United Xations.

The acts of aggression by the North Vietnamese in the Gulf of
Tonkin make no sense whatsoever standing alone. They defy rational
explanation except as part of alarger pattern with alarger purpose.
As isolated events, the kidnapping of village officials in tlie Kepublic
of South Viet-Nam makes no sense either... Neither does the burning
of a schoolhouse—or the sabotage of an irrigation project—or the
murder of amedical worker— or the random bomb thrown mto acrowd
of innocent people sitting in acafe.

All these wanton acts of violence and destruction fit into the larger
pattern of what has been going on in Southeast Asia for the past
decade and a half. So does the arming of terrorist gangs in South
Viet-Nam by the regimes in Hanoi and Peiping. So does the infiltra -
tion of armed personnel to make war against the legitimate govern-
ment of that nation. So does the fightmg in Laos—and all the acts
of subversion—and all the propaganda— and the sabotage of the inter-
national machinery established to keep the peace by the Geneva
aOTeements— and the deliberate, systematic, and flagrant violations of
those agreements by two regimes which signed them and which by all
tenets of decency, law, and civilized practice are bomid by their
provisions.

The attempt to sink United States destroyers in international wa-
ters is much more spectacular than the attempt to murder the mayor
of avillage in his bed at night. But they are both part of the pattern,
and the pattern is designed to subjugate the people of Southeast Asia
to an empire ruled by means of force of arms, of rule by terror, of
expansion by violence.

Mr. President, it is only in this larger view that we can discuss
intelligently the matter that we have brought to this Council.

In his statement la.st night, President Johnson concluded by empha-
Mzing that the mission of the United States is peace. Under the
explicit instructions of President Johnson, | want to repeat that



assurance in the Security Council this afternoon: Our mission is
peace.

We hoped that the peacc settlement in 1954 would lead to peace
in Viet-Nam. We hoped that that settlement, and the supplementary
Geneva accords of 1962, -would lead to peace in Laos. Communist
governments have tried aggression before—and have failed. Each
time the lesson has had to be learned anew.

We are dealing here with a regime that has not yet learned the
lesson that aggression does not pay, cannot be sustained, and will
always be tlirown back by people who believe, as we do, that people
mwant freedom and independence, not subjection and the role of satel-
lite in amodern empire.

In Southeast Asia we want nothing more, and nothing less, than
the assured and guaranteed independence of the peoples of the area.
We are in Southeast Asia to help our friends preserve their own op-
portunity to be free of imported terror, alien assassination, managed
by the North Viet-Xam Communists based in Hanoi and backed by
the Chinese Communists from Peiping.

Tw o months ago, when we were discussing in this Coimcil the prob-
lems created on the Cambodia-South Viet-Nam frontier by the Com-
munist Viet Cong, | defined our peace aims in Southeast Asia. |
repeat them today:

There is avery easy way to restore order in Southeast Asia. There
is a very simple, safe way to bring about the end of United States
military aid to the Eepublic of Viet-Nam.

Let all foreign troops withdraw from Laos. Let all states m that
area make and abide by tlie simple decision to leave their neighbors
alone. Stop the secret subversion of other people’s independence.
Stop the clandestine and illegal transit of national frontiers. Stop
the export of revolution and the doctrine of violence. Stop the vio-
lations of the political agreements reached at Geneva for the future of
Southeast Asia.

The people of Laos want to be le ft alone.

The people of Viet-Nam want to beleft alone.

The people of Cambodia want to be le ft alone.

When their neighbors decide to leave them alone—as they must—
there will be no fighting in Southeast Asia and no need for American
advisers to leave their homes to help these people resist aggression.
Any time that decision can be put in enforcible terms, my Govern-
ment will be only too happy to put down the burden that we have
been sharing with those determined to preserve their independence.
Until such assurances are forthcoming, we shall stand for the inde-
pendence of free peoples in Southeast Asia as we have elsewhere.

That is what | said to this Council in May. That is what | repeat
to this Council in August.

When the political settlements freely negotiated at the conference
tables in Geneva are enforced, the independence of Southeast Asia
will be guaranteed. When the peace agreements reached long ago
are made effective, peace will return to Southeast Asia and military
power can be withdrawn.
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COVERAGE OF SECTION 2
OF THE JOINT RESOLUTION

ection 2 of the Joint Resolution would apply only

to states which are members of the South East Asia Collective
Defense Treaty. Consequently, situations such as the

M alaysia-Indonesia situation, or a threat to Burma, v;ould
not be within the coverage of the Joint Resolution.

2. S
may be tak

ection 2 provides that action by the United States
en only at the request of a protocol or member state

for assistance in defending its freedom. Thus, Cambodia

- would be excluded under present circumstances. Although

m Cambodia is a protocol state, its govemjnent has taken the
position that it will not request assistance from the United

States or

the South East Asia Treaty Organizationo

*3. The South East Asia Collective Defense Treaty includes
the follov7ing understanding of the United States of America;

This'

"eThe United States of America in executing the
present Treaty does so with the understanding
that its recognition of the effect of aggression
and armed attack and its agreement with reference
thereto in Article 4, paragraph 1, apply only to
Communist aggression

understanding with respect to "Communist aggression"

excludes from the coverage of Section 2 of the Joint Resolu-
tion action to resist aggression which is not Communist in’

origin.
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AID TO SOUTH VIET-NAM

(In Millions of Dollars)
Economic Military
A 0
325.8 0
216.3 167.3
281.1 110.5
188.8 53.2
207.1 41.9
\
180.5 70.9
144'. 6 65.0
159.8 176.5
170.0 211.5
j 245.0 (estimated) 180.7
265.5 (estimated) 203.0
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ARMY
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on Charter doetrine that all govamments hs™y-e responsibility
to refrain from aggression and arnied attack. We are not
angry, but sorrowfulo It is not, (as one T? cocnientator
tonight called it) ”"© drastic retaliatory action”, but
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Page, 2 of telegram to USUN, YORK

that produced It. Above alls it is not repeat not beginning
general DS?s
of somal/operatioa againstbut a single action designed
to make unmistakably clear that U=S, can n;:)t be diverted by
military action from its obligation to help its friends estab-~
lish Sksix&ic and prote”™Jt their independence.
.

2. We hope you can encourage other friendly members
of SC to make appropriate statements of support. It seems to
us that there are five clear votes (USg UK® GRG, Brazil and
Bolivia) against any unsatisfactory proposition, but that
seven votes are probably lacking for condemnatory res,
Frenchj who as are swing votej may take oceaaion to plug
for Geneva Conferencej degira to heat up atanosphare in order
to get a Geneva Conference may indeed be one of
motivations in this affaire

heard,

3. In the event Wts. North ¥iet“Namese ask to be
suggest you not oppose but try.to arrange so that they are
heard under Kale 39 (tinder whieh SS "may inviteo =.persons,
whom it conaideirs competent for the purposej, to supply it

with Infonnatloa or to giw other assistance in examining

matters within Its coapetense”.) la these circumstances.

€CIfFIDENTIAL

Peking
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believe Goveriiment of South Viet“Naia should also be invited to
concerned.
appear, not under Rule 2 39 but as government of nori°ineiaber state/

4, As in Cambodian border case, every occc”sion should be
taken to emphasize (a) general context of Geneva Agreements violated
by communists

and (b)
our desire fortenforceable peace and assured independence as
onlyKx motive our military assistance to SVN and our military acti-
,rity in the araa.

5. We do not see any need for seeking formal action of SC and
would be satisfied to have SC conclude with no resolution. Hov7ever,
follovjing is suggested draft resolution for possible tactical use in
event hostile resolution proposed by Soviets or some other SC member.
It is too early to make any definitive judgment as to whether, in
absence of hostile resolution, it would be politically desirable to
put forward such a resolution, since this would depend in part on
amount of support we could get from other Council members as well

as what counter-measures, if any, other side may take in response

to our retaliation.



4
Page JMoftedegamtoJISyN KEW J/

SioMwmriM~”

We recognize that resolution put forward by others would undoubtedly
include even handed appeal to both sides to refrain from any action v;hich
might exacerbate situation. For this reason, v;e%have included in
suggested resolution paragraph along these lines which v;ould be acceptable
to us and avoids fixing bhme on United States,

Text of resolution follows;

QUOTE The Security Council . NV

HavinR considered the complaint of the United States™i“ccmstc™fes
North Vietnamese have

Noting that the launched unprovoked attacks on American naval
vess”™ in international waters.

Noting further the measures taken by the United States,

Concerned t6at the continuation of the present situation could lead
to a serious threat to peace in the area®

Condemns ths attacks by the North Vietnamese on U.S. ships;

Calls on tha Hanoi regijna to respect the freedom of use of the high
seas in accordance with the rights guaranteed by international law to
vessels of all nations, and to cease and desist from sny further hostile
and provocative acts;

Calls on all concerned to refrain from any actions x”hich might further

exacerbate the situation. UNQUOI?2

END

eomOTIiTfMr--
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SVN
Irbi , .V '335
Please hand - - . '
n ' n XNi::3syirSs™ the follovjing
' % thio pi‘ote3t
L. >CIESsI"hsc"ESo::::£a2aJ055: to the ICC with the request that be passed
H " A
EUR to the Hanoi regime:
FE
NEA QUOTE The United States Government takes an extremely
A]\-IOD serious viev; of the unprovoked attack made by Communist
P North Vietnamese torpedo boats on an American naval vessel,
USIA '
the USS Maddox, operating on the high seas in the Gulf of
QIA Tonkin on'Aiigust 2,
NSA . . L
0SD United States ships have traditionally operated freely
ARMY on the high seas, in accordance with the rights guaranteed by
NAVY [
AIR international lav; to vessels of all nations. They vri.ll
NIC
continue to do so and will take v/hatever me'asures are appropriate
E expects 'V
The United States Govemment/*raggiK that the authorities
..of the regime in North Viet®Nara will be under no misapprehension
as to the grave conse<”encei™ which would inevitably result
r V- . \ v ‘ .
from any further unprovoked offensive military action against
United States forces* UNQUOTE - n
- n END
sfl»d byt T teflraphic tranHnIMJon and S6CI~~"337y
;-S/,.,sTJCorcoran/mlg 8/3/64 daxification wpprovid oy The
FE - Hr. Green Greenfield *"W&?e "House”-
Nspitei?sfi«,scoPv,s*
s/s - Mr Christensen LIMITED OFFICIAL USE prohibited unless "unclassified"
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briefing August 4. .. .. ) .,

End
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'believe Government of South Viet-Nam should also be invited tO

appearj no” RfMe™ ' X'3'$ buV as M;MovAivVment' ™ of *N(:?n-Tnember**'sat™M
4, As in Cambodian border case, every occasion should be

taken to emphasize (a) general context of Geneva Agreements violated

. by communists

JUaaiKkXMX«XKMJIfisKXiaiaXXXsXaxiM{IXSXXFffIE«Sit»xrigXMw»iaji*™ and (b)

our desire for enforceable peace and assured independence as
onlyHx motive our military assistance to SVN and our military acti-
vity in the area. ] .V - .

5. We do not see any need for seeking formal action of SC and
would be satisfied to have SC concllude with no resolution. However,
following is suggested draft resolution for -possiblie tactical use in
event hostile resolution proposed by Soviets or some other SC member.
It is too early to make any definitive judgment as to whether, in
absence of hostile resolution, it would be politically desirable to
put forward sucl™ a resolution, since this would depend in part on
amount of support we could get from other Council members as well
as what counter-measures, if any,"'other side may take in response

to our retaliation. emm'y > ', :
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We recognize that resolution put forward by others x%ould “undoubtedly
include even handed appeal to both sides to refrain from any action which
might exacerbate situation. For this reas;)nv, we have included in
suggested resolution paragraph along these lines which would be acceptable
tp us and avoids fixing bkme on United States.

Text of resolution follows: Yo

QUOTE The Security Council

Having considered the complaint of the United States®|97a?affifeGN&s—

[JIIMh\Aiifeitanamabjelv'ha\Re

Noting tThat the launched unprovoked attacks on American nava'

vessels in international waters, "

Noting further the measures taken by the United States,

Concerned that the continuation of th(; present situation could lead
to a serious threat to peace in the area,

Condemns the attacks by the North Vietnamese on U,S, ships;

Calls on the Hanoi regime to respect the freedom of use of the high
seas in accordance with the rights guaranteed by international law to
vessels of all nations, and to cease-and desist from any further hostile
and provocative acts; yr ~

Calls on all concerned to refrain from any actions which might furtht

Lejcacerbate the situation. UNQUOTE

>-€QWFIDENTfAL
eea "S-322A I e ClaslifUation
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SC Viet-Nam.
iV-
. . ] 1 - I re‘e - ®HEr . \ /o
;am |, SC decided August 5 to consult .'toraorrow on inviting\.fj-r~~"
m' A\
representatives, GVN and DRV take part in its consideration US:" ;"
-W.A u h'-v ['VE:' =
f oSesill complaint against North Vietnamese"attacks bn US naval vessels in
-
LY . -
© international waters and our report; on “response thereto. - , mm? -
. 2. .'If for, some'.reason, DRV, declines appea;’ b-éfére Council, =
we believe GWN should follow, suit‘and leave"debate to Council'™™";'
members only* If, howeveri DRV &o_mes_'ﬂto \NYJ Ve..Sconsidefr it imperatil
. -1V
that GVN also participate, since we wish avoid appearance that [ -
= N vV V
current situation is one' of confrontation between US and Hanoi alone.
Stevenson in speech/today stated DRV~”attacks made nQ sense in =
Ce - Tv— . Jt*' v’ fl-.vH. ~ -
isolation but were on other hand easily!,explainable as part of largei
pattern of Nqgrth Vietnamese "aggression throughout Southeast Asian
peninsula, arid in particularagainst .GVNVi*President Johnson in '
speegcdh at Svracusa University August's said-re North Viet-Nam:
f— ------------ T H II’, . -V .*-  w R "] Sfx e . J
N* O IQ:UNP:PMBym6;rsv”®, 8 / 5 Forrestal
Qa*r«nc«U
10 - Harlan Bundy
UNP ~ Mr

mr.f Classification nv
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N1 ,QUOTE To the South, it is engaged in aggression against®~the Republic of
1 v ' -

é/'.:..Viet-Nam.' To the V7est, it is engaged',in-agg’ression against the Kingdom

r., of Laos. To the East, -it has now struck out on the high seas in an act
of aggression against the United States of Ainerica'. UNQUOTE. Thiisi

absence South Vietnamese if DRV - e oot '
vV ' " a ]

K A . , Wrtroo

i7’v to public image and oiir joint cause;v

-l ; 1, 3* t Request Saigon urge Foreign,. O ffice accept, any SC invitation [ |
>rdecided upon if Hanoi. dées "sd .and:™ thereupon“accredit Due immediately

- Request also ’° = NNl | i o t.

'eady assist

» v/, o
Manswer US charges by cbunterch'argirig'i®erican-Vietriamese hostilities "V

against the North and by,broadening ~~debate’' tb accus’'ations of general US

‘emr E N " :
aggression against people_of both Viet-Nams.v.; Jn-~eply, we would suggest
[ | - e mV - t: - Wr-'; n I "r 'mm

B > VA = v, < ]
V  GVN again recount stKsx story'of DRV terroras it did in May during
L%/ i e, L CVAREY | ] ~ AR I

LIPS

.- consideration C@m.bo.dliam compla{IntJ ajll;]\d%;st;ress ,R/hfse."_l'gher.nes.. C/

N (b) DRV has systematfcaliy and cynically”~yiolated Geneva Accords fc
- .entire ten years th”ii:,. existence-with objective of ~taking over. South.
-V ; N *
"' .m'(c) Geneva-Ag~reeihent'sTIn'"essence ask onlyCtha”™ n leave eacl
u

L1 ~om
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Adioity EO. 1162 FC 5(AVadDd ~NAU Tt
RR HUEHCR RUMJIR l,, \ ~ /t- r,.,, ,g 25 |
DE RUEHDT 39S 06/01552~~ ' e "o 5 P»' . E
R 0601377 ZZa / o,
AV UBUN riBEVNWOKr ‘ '
TO RUHCR/SECSTATE W g a
INFO RMIIR/ZAKENMBSSSY SalGIN s '
state (® gg & %
B‘I’ N\
CaogNFT NnF NT T-ft- L AQIO™ DEPT]57™INFO SalGN 37 AFRCOM WEUN
AGS5, 9:55 AV -

/m L.

SUBJFPARTICIPATION O Rv AD GAN IN PROCHIDOINGS

I. IN DSCUSSION AFTER SC #YG NIELSEN (NCORNAAY, ST PRES)
INDICATED INTEYTION GONBULT INFCRVALLY WTH SC VAVEERS RE ISSUE

O Having kep”™ of or g/\s participate in sc debate re north
MVEINAM attacks N \j3 NAV/EL UNITS. vV
GN504 37 5 9:55 1 r

mPage two ruehdt 393 e-a-N f t~d e-n t i

2. NIELSEN, VHO CLEARLY PREmERS NOT INVITE GVN'PARTICIPATE AT
THIS POINT, Had long CONVERSaTION with MOROZOV (USSR) AND SEYDOUX
(FRANCE) AFTER MTG. THEREAr TER, NIELSEN SUGGESTED TO US FORMULA
WHEREBY DRV WOULD BE INVITED NOW PARTICIPATE-IN-SC PROCEEDINGS,
WHILE, INVITATION TO GVN WQUID remain OPEN AND'LIVE QUESTION -
BEFORE SC, TO BE DECIDED UP:n on Basis of course’ that debate
takes IN FUTURE. WE SAID TE LECON WITH DEPT THIS AFTERNOON MADE US
DOUBT DEPT WOULD ACCEPT THI BUT IN RESPONSE NIELSEN REQUEST,
agreed to put IT TO DEPT A'3fUAY. \ V.

3, MOROZOV, NIELSEN SAID, H™D IMPLIED TO HIM THAT SOVS DO NOT
really EXPEST DRV WOULD ACCIPT INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN SC
PROCEEDINGS. MOROZOV SUGGESTED TO NIELSEN THAT HE CONSULT MEMBERS
SC INDIVIDUALLY, AND THEN TALK TO MOROZOV AGalN.

4. WE KNOW FROM MEMBER NORWEGIAN DEL THAT DRAFT SOV RES UNDER
WHICH SC WOULD INVITE DRV REP TO TAKE PART SC MTGS ORIGINALLY
CONTAINED ADDITIONAL PROVISION (DROPPED FOR UNKNOWN REASONS)
CALLING FOR "REP OF SalGON .REGIME" TO PARTICIPATE SC MTGS ALSO.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

CONPIZITIAL -PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"

fROM QUICK COPY



-2- 304, August 5, 10 p.m.., from New York

5 WE informally RAISED WAK NIELSEN ANOHER POSSIBLE AFROACH

VWHCOH HE FOND QUITE ATTRN.CIIVE, NAVELYY; IN REPCRIING TO SC AFTER
HIS CGCONSULTATIONS, NIELSEN \VQOUD SAY THAT ALL VEVBEERS INSISTED SC
N2 345 ;

Pacge three ruekdt 3S5 r-i p-e-n— a-t—

RECH\VE all POSSIBLE INFO XK ISSUE BEHFCORE COUNL, AAD THal s
HAS IT WALL BE PROVIDED. NIELSEN WO ID THEN NOE IT HAS NO .
= BN SC PRACITICE TO INVITE PEPS O INTERESTED PARTIES TO PARTI-
ClPalE in SC PROCHEDOINGS, BrT RATHER TO AHROVE DN INDIVIDUAL

Basis requests from such Ir"™f:iES; therefore, it might be best to
LEAVE ITNITIAIINVVE TO INTERESTED PARTIES. AAFROACH O THIS NATURE
WD LEAVE Bk OBEN FOR PARTICIPATION BY BOH DRy AAD GAN
BH-CRE SUPPCRIING IT, O COURSE, WV W D HAE TO BE SURE BN

UCOU DN SEEK PaRTICIPATION- UNLESS Rv DD. OITHERWISE RESULT

MCGHI BE GN BUT N DRV PARTICIPATION VW HCH HOARAR ATTRACTIVE

TO US, WD HARCDLY SIT WAL WITH GONAL IN VIEW O NATURE O R

COVPLAINTT,

COMMANT:  INFO NOED PARA A INDICATES SOWS MAY BE WALLING RANI
GN PARTICIPATION WTHOUT TAD “udd r A BalTLE, A\D V¥ HCOE
BUTTRESS SUPPCRT FCR IMIVEDImMm E GIN PARTICIPATION DURNG INFCRVIAL
talks WITH DELS r SC MrIEF.S TONIGHT. NEVERTHELESS, QR FEELING
O far is that case FOR G PARTICIPATION IN SC DEBATE AT THIS
PAONT IS N3O VERY ONMNANG TO MENY SC VEVBERS. |F IT BECGOMES
AEAR VE cannot EXPECT SUPPORT FCR QR POSITION (I.E. HAMVMNG BOH
GN AD RV REPS INVITED NOWQO WE WD LIKE AUJUHORZATION ROV
DEPT TO ACHIT EITHER NIELSEN’S SUGGESTION (PARA 2) R AFFROACH
OQUTLINED P RA 5.

(gp5 >

Note: Advance Copy to S/S-0 at 2:47 a.m., August 6
Passed White House at 3:08 a.m., August 6 (per S/S-0)
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THROUGH DECLASPIFTED ~ .
A ;tilony-
FROM 10 - Harl” ;land By
aAKS, Date
SUBJECT Pecuri'ty Council Session on Tonkin Gulf Incident

and its Implications--ACTION MEMORANDUM

The first session of the Security Council dealing with
the North Vietnamese attack on our vessels and our response
could hardly have gone better today. After a procedural
hassle, in which the Deputy Soviet Representative, Morozov,
made a pro forma protest at holding the session today without
an opportunity to get instructions from Moscow, Ambassador
Stevenson delivered the statement essentially as you approved
it in the wee hours this morning.

Despite his allegation of unpreparedness, Morozov
replied to Stevenson immediately at some length and introduced
a resolution requesting the DRV be heard. While fairly long,
the Soviet statement seemed largely improvised and based on
press accounts. By normal ~yj.et ~st~dards, Morozov's state-
ment was moderat™®. He pleaded lack of factual information™""
about the incidents. He said, in general terms, that the
Soviet Government expects the United States to put an im-
mediate end to military activities against the DRV, adding
that if this were not done, the United States "shall bear
heavy responsibilities for the consequences.” One almost
had the impression that he was not defending a fellow Communist »
regime, or at least not his kind of Communist regime.

The only other speakers delving into the substance of
the issue were the UK and China, who fully supported our
action as justifiable self-defense within the UN Charter.

The French Representative professed inability to speak
on substance at this point and merely supported hearing of
the DRV. However, like several other Council members, he
believed this could and should be arranged without a formal

XEROX m ih QUICK OOPI
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resolution such as the Soviets had requested.

Pursuant to your guidance, Mbassador Stevenson intervened
a second time to _say that the U.S.. did not object to someone’
from Hanoi explaining their aggressive, acts to the Council,
but he pointed out that since these attacks were an extension
of the war against South Viet-Nam, a representative of the
Republic of Viet Nam should also be invited.

The session conduded when the Council President,
Nielsen of Norway, found a consensus in favor of scheduling
no meeting for tomorrow and permitting the day to be used
for consultations .both on the manner in which North and South
Viet Nam would be invited, and on the date of the next meeting.

In the absence of further hostilities or serious Com-
munist threats the Security Council deliberation will resume,
probal™y on Friday, in less of a crisis atnmosphere ad with
a possibllity™that..,the,, sessions w ill e extended, oyer ,a
long period. We n*w need to consider with you where we want
to go in the UN forum from hgre.,,on in7 ~ The debate will in-
evitably broaden-- particularly when and if representatives
from Hanoi and Saigon appear. Now that we have discharged our
reporting responsibility, we must reflect,in longer~range
terms what, if _any UN~”action.we,.can..usefully.seek, to Tielp
copewith the,vexing prpblen”, facing,us,in Southeast Asia.

I very much hope that Ambassador Stevenson's presence here
tomorrow will provide an opportunity for us to review this
guestion with you.

Late Bulletin: In a corridor conversation after the
Council meeting, the Soviets have displayed uncertainty as
to whether DRV would accept iHviY atiori To~appear ~in“New

York, even if it*is tendefeH"™ AppafenfcTy7 this feature of
the Soviet role today was also improvised.

I0:HCleveland:pq
10:UNP:WBBuffum:j c
8/5/64 €QNg"PENHAL
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Classification 0
oiitfl ACTION: USUN, New York ™ DECLASSIFI]
INFS, ﬁrna#ts&y%ﬂ&% ~ o~ A. Wiority -
< LONDOON ~ (o £y . .SAKS, Date___ W X
1,
to-DEPT, K>_
Re: NY's 304,/pEPTEL 353 to,Saigon, rptd New York 292 '
Vietnamese Participation in SC Debate
HLO
1) DEPT endorses USUN suggesti.on. contained PARA 5 URTEL, tns|
cn
i.e. have Nielsen report to SC that consensus shows Council
interested in receiving all pertinent info bearing on US complaint
but note it has not been SC practice invite non-members participate
but apjjrove requests for hearings; therefore initiative would
be left to parties to request hearing.
procedure
2) We not RPT not prepared agree to suggested by
Nielsen which involves invitation to DRV without at same time
permitting appearance of GVN. We cannot understand reported
attitude of some Council members to effect that GVN participation
not required at this stage even though DRV is heard. As you know,
our case rests on fact that this incident cannot be understood
in isolation; it is part of larger picture and can only be
_discussed in that contextM oreover, Communists themselves have |
'ffe
Drefted by T«l«gr»phic transmission and
mlO:UNP:WBBuUf pon approvad byi -10 JpS Nisco
FE - Mr. Green (in \ ti 10 - Mr. (draft)
v S APRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
"CONFfi&EfflaAL-" - PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
L63ADS-322 Classification
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lunped SN ad S together in their descriptions of pll actions
relating to Tonkin Gulf incident. There can ke no question but
what if Hano appears, role of S\ w ill immediately e injected
into delbate ad subsequently invitation would haae to ke issued for

reasons of equity if nothing else.
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Action

10 PP“REHiHCR RUMIR "

DE RUEHDT 318 07/0100Z 717NN NARS
, Ifo P 000507 ZEA . .. . ., ,

AV /JuSUIFEWYORKV 'V PRIEORITY .. nH 0

TO I"HCR/SEOTalE WASHDC : . Y,

INFO RUMJIR/amehbassy Saigon = NN \Y i“AUb, 6 9 21
- OVis-state grnc , He .
G’ BT \—

, SP action prlorlty DEPT|3|8/INFO SAIGON 40 FRROM USUN AUG 6, 8s30 PM:
omh / ‘'subject; VIETNaMES'participation in'sc 'V
pL-. 1. NIELSEN CSC PRES) THIS AFTERNOON CONSULTED SC MEMBERS RE FOLLOWING

FORMULA FOR VIETNAMESE PARTICIPATION IN CURRENT SC MEETINGS. HIS PLAN
‘CPROVIDED ALL AGREE) IS SIMPLY TO ANNOUNCE AT BEGINNING-NEXT SC

N -MEETING that FORMULAMNREPRESENTS GENERA|~ UNDERSTANDING ACCEPTABLE
"NATO a Il SC-MEMBERS: "Nov.e-l.V ok -
m xX*C CFN 318 40 6 8:30 1 ' N
Page two ruehdt 3i8 e-d-irrTTu nt i al

"SC FOR ITS FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE COMPLAINT AGAINST

DRV REFERRED TO IN THE7 LETTER DATED 4TH OF AUGUST 1964 FRm ™ N
US PERM REP TO SC PRESp UOULD WHCOOVE SUCH INFO RELATING TO THIS
ICOCIPLAINT AS DRV WOUD DESIRE MAKE AVAILABLE TO COUNCIL, EITHER
‘THROUGH T aking Part in discussion of complaint in council or in fofS!

-I?~?iGHT PREFIR: FURTHERMORE, SC WOUD RECEIVE IN THE SaM E ~
such INFO RELATED TO THE COMPLAINT AS RVWN WOULD DESIRE TO MAKt AVAILA&

TO THE COUNCIL." : fv

2. FRENCH (ARNAUD) TOLD US THIS MORNING THAT, IN AGCCORDANCE
INSTRUCTIONS FRROM PARIS, THEY WOULD OFFER NO OBJECTION TO GW
PARTICIPTION in SC MEETINGS (ALONG WITH DRV). ARNAUD INDICATED
FRENCH EVEN PREPARED TO ACCEPT SOMETHING "MORE FORIMAL" THAN NIELSEN’ S
CONSENSUS FORMULA.

3. l\/(ROZO\/ (USSR) HAS NOT YET TOLD NIELSEN WHETHER SOVS CAN ACCEPT'
formula. USIS (VOA) officer at UN heard report to effect MORQZOV
DOES NOT EXPECT "TO HAVE WORD' RE NIELSEN FORMULA UNTIL HORNING

.august 7. .. .

A* after meeting WITH NON-PERMANENT MEMBERS OF SC THIS AFTERNOON,
. ALEGARD (NORWAY) SAID NON-PERMaNENT MEMBERS ACCEPTED NIELSEN FORI'IULA,
'with CZECHS SAYING THEY AGREED IF US AND USSR ACCEPTED IT. IVORY
.coast and MCROOXQO, DISTINGUISHED between NORTH VIETNAM AS ACCUSED AND

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
—————————— PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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-2- 318, AUGUST 6, 8:30 PM FROM NEW YORK

"JSOUTH y/IEWm as interested PARiyrbut only CZECHS PRESSED initially
10 EXCLUDE SOUTH VIETNAM. ALL NON-PERMANEWT MEMBERS SAID THEY BELIEVED

TNAMES used by COUNTRIES THE-ISELVES SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN-STATBIENT,
'AND ASKED NORWAY TO IMPRESS THIS UPON US. mt'; . -
:-CIN 1964 2 3 A

page THREE RUEHDT 318 CO N F | -D-EJi-T -J-A -t:
5. NORWEGIANS ALSO SAID THEY HAD CONSULTED CHINESE WO WERE PREPARED

TO LIVE WITH STATEMENT, INCLUDING OFFICIAL TERMINOLOGY, BUT
PREFERRED STATEMENT BE “GENERAL UNDERSTANDING"INSTEAD OF "CONSENSUS”.

VE TOLD ALEGARD THIS UOULD BE PREFERABLE FOR US ALSO.

‘6. IN LINE WITH TELCONS WITH DEPT, WE TOLD NIELSEN WE WERE CONFIDENT
<DEPT WOULD accept TEXT IN PARAGRAPH 1 BUT HAVE NOT YET HADE COMMITMENT
PENDING similar INDICATIONS FROM USSR. NIELSEN. CONTINUES TO BE

NCONFIDENT USSR WILL ACCEPT'THIS. HE PLaNS 3:00 O CLOCK MEETING'
TRIDAY afternoon if AGREH'IENr reached, AND'TELLS US: CZECHS .PLAN TO

'‘Make SUBSTANTIVE STATEMENT al'SUCH I\/IEETING \Vat

CFN 5 6 3:00 GP-4 T

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O AT 10:53 PM AUGUST 6TH.
| PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 11:10 PM AUGUST 6TH,

CONPIMIffLM
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2CZCETD452
FP RUEHCR RUMJIR deceAssifiod
DE RUEHDT 452 07/0 HOZ - o
- P 02£LLS0Z_ZEA. EQ. UNISEC. 5(A)

RIXuSUII"mORKI
TO RUEHCR/SEC3Tate WASHDC
INFO RUHJIR/AMembassy S alGON

state grnc . 1964 AG eO

DEN T 1 AL action PRIORITY DEPT 322 ]INFO SalGCM 42
FROM USUN AUG 6, 9PM .
RE: VIETNAM? - USUN*S 318 I. , .

SUBSEQUEIT TO DHAFTItv’'G REFTEL NIELSEN (NORWAY)™ CALLED TO SAY HE
had ANOTHER LCIJG CONVERSATION UITH KOROZOV (USSR). MOROZOV REITER-
ATED at FOUR POINTS USSR WISHED TO REACH AGREEMENT. NIELSEN
EXPLAINED POSITION ELECTED SC HB1BERS TO HIM AND SAID OS HAD NOT
ACCEPTED DRV PHRASEOLOGY. AND FELT LAST SENTENCE WAS TOO WEAKo
TOLD MOROZOV THAT IF HE COULD ACCEPT TEXT IT WOULD STRENGTHEN. .
HIS HAND WITH US. AS RESULT. CONVERSATION NIELSEN BELIEVES

CFN 322 42 6 9 318 , . . !

Page two ruehdt 452 e trn [ | n j
MOROZOV REALLY NOW COMMITTED TO TEXT ALTHOUGH DID NOT USE iHOSE

PRECISE WORDS. TOLD NIELSEN WE CONFIDENT WE COULD GIVE HIM FIK4
AGREEMENT IN HORNING ON CONDITION USSR ACCEPTED THIS TEXT WITHOUT

change. .

*NIELSEN said HE HaD TOLD CZECHS WHEN THEY HAD INDICATED"DESIRE TO
SPEAK ON SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE TOMORROW AFTERNOON THAT THIS' ALL
RIGHT BUT PRES'S STATBIENT WOULD HAVE TO STAND WITHOUT COMMENTS e

'BY ANYONE. - |

GP-4
tedehSen
BT

CFN GP-4

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O AT 10:56 PM AUGUST 6th. ~~
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT 11:30 PM AUGUST 6TH.

REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS
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SS
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SP
EUR
FE
NSC
INR

RMR

-eeHPfJEHTIinr

To 0612302 .

( I AMBN\BASSY/SAICON

| TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHC
I INFO RUEHDIZUSUN

I RUHHOYANCPAC

STALE GRNC

Br

COIN-F I-BE NT | A4 ACICON DEPT IMVEDATE INFO WBUN ;
IMVEDATE 32 INFO aNCRAC 156 FROM SAION AG 6, 8 AV . ~
DEPTEL 353 SC - VIET-NAML ' / = -

JONBCN SANV FONMIN QAT THIS AFTERNGON WHO AFTER SOMVE DIS-
AKBSAN, AGHD TO DEPTS PRCPCHRAL m .1 S

QA FIRST TACK PCETION THAT WHLE THEY SHOUD ATTEND |IF RV .
I-ATTENDED, THEY SHOUD LOBBY IN NV YORK AGAINST CRV ATTENDANCE !
‘because CF FEAR THAT .IF BOH RV AAD GANN ATTENDED, FRENCH AND

SOVIETS MGHI BE ABLE TO MANB MR SC PROCHONGS TOAMD
Ga\BA TYPE CONFERENCE JONBON PC]NTEDQJTTHaT CONEXT O SC

AN 327 32 156 6 8 353 -

RACE VWO RUMIIR Z4A CON -F-~D™ NT"T Afc i =
CONHOERAT TON BEING O R COVALAINT AGAINBT DRV, V& COUD NO
SUCCESSHULLY OFRCsE LR AITHNDANCE AAD THERE SHOUD NO BE
TaAD MUH DIFFICULTY IN BBOOKING Al\Y SOVIET-FRENICH MOV TOAAD
GAN\B\A TYPE CONFEHRENCE PANED QO ADVANTAGES TO GIN O O R
BENG ABE UsE SC FAORUM FAR FOOBHNG WD ATTENTION N ORV
'AGGRESSIONS. ASO PAONED QO THAT THERE WD PRCBRABLY

f BE MUH PULLING AAD HAULING BETWWEEN  HANCY, MOXXEOW AAD AS
O WHETHER RV WOALID ACTUALLY AATEND AD THIS TO QR MUUAL

£ ADVANTACE [ mX .

- TAYLCR N N

Br . -

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY DELIVERED TO S/S-0 AT 9:07 AM AUGUST 6TH~MNV
, | m~PASSED.WHITE HOUSE, ,DOD, CIA AT 9:30 AM AUGUST '6Tff \
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- Arr..,, VVVZCZCETD726 ..o | A
; RH RUEHCR RUFGWP RUFHDM RUHPA RtJIIJIR , W -
10 DE RUEHDT 726 10/2359Z , n
R 1073/i5Z ZE®6 [ ' - 'v o\ in
,.-Info  :ra USUN NEW YORj® ' REEAT B BPARVAR | ] o b
CC, TONNnjtHCRTSSCSTATE VASDHC . N Ke i
- INFO RUMIRZAIVEVBESSY SalGN : o r N
ruAF-DNVAVHTB=SSY  1andon declassified
rufonyanmentbessy PARIS .o '
> SP RUHPA/CINCPAC , n
L state GRNC vBy NAItS. Date-

‘H BT [ m
Phr C-6-N-y | DENT I AITACTION DEPT<358) INFO SalGON 46 LONDON 83
PE PARIS 51 CINCPAC 37 AUGUST 10, 7 PM
' milm | = e
n CINCPAC FOR POLAD
usiA E =u Y RAYA
FURTHER SC DISCUSSION OF TONKIN GULF SITUATION i om
.. INR
" CIA 1. BOTH CHAI (SEC) AND NORWEGIAN DEL (WHOSE PERM-REP 1S SC
PRES) STATE THEY HAVE RECEIVED NO WORD FROM HANOI RE DrV S
PARTICIPATION IN OR PRESENTATION INFO TO SC ON TONKIN GULF SITUATION.
--..DUD NIELSEN, SENT CABLES TO BOTH DRV AND GVWN EVENING AUG
’ 7 CONVEYING "GENERAL UNDERSTANDING** RE DRV AND GWN PARTICIPATION
RMR WHICH HE HaD ANNOUNCED AT OPENING SC MEETING AUG 7. SEE OUR 318
TO DEPT, NOTal). L) n '
CFN 358 46 83 51 37 10 7 1 7 7 318 -

Page two ruehdt 726 c-g-

2. WE assume DRV FON MINISTRY’S AUG 9 STaTET-IENT (AS REPORTED PRESS)
'I"'CONSTITUTES REFUSAL TO APPEAR BEFORE OR MAKE INFO AVAILABLE

TO,SC, and that UN MAY OR MAY NOT RECEIVE OFFICIAL REPLY. .
CONSEQUENTLY, HAVE BEEN CONSIDERING HERE WHETHER BEST US. COURSE

“WOULD BE PRESS FOR FURTHER SC DISCUSSION OF TONKIN GULF X
'SITUATION. OR, ALTERNATIVELY, SIMPLY DROP MATTER.-WE FaVOR DROPPING
MATTER. . L I |

3. FURTHER SC DISCUS3ION WOULD, OF COURSE, PROVIDE EXCELLENT
mOPPORTUNITY FOR US TO EXPLOIT T™WO THEMES: A) DRV,-. AS ACCUSED PARTY,
HAS REFUSED COOPERATE WITH UN EVEN TO ELKIENTARY POINT OF PROVIDING
INFORMATION TO SC; AND B) REFUSAL COOPERATE IN THIS SPECIFIC
instance |S BUT REFLECTION OF DRV’S GENERAL DISDAIN OF UN AND

JALL IT stands FOR. .

4. ON OTHER HAND, FURTHER SC DISCUSSION MIGHT WELL PLACE - =
SOVS IN POSITION OF HAVING TO UTTER MUCH STRONGER CONDEMNATION
IREPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

Luji prohibited unless "unclassified"
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'm-2- 358, AUGUST 10, 7 P.M. FROM USUN NEW YORK

‘OF US ACTIONS OF AUG 5 THAN HAS BEEN FORTHCa-iING SO FAR. WOULD

also give SOVS and CZECHS OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE POINTS UHICH, HOWEVER
uNjusi:r.F,: s in our eyes, might make some impression on aas. i
FURTHER SC DISCUSSION MIGHT ALSO ENABLE MOROCCO AND IVORY COAST f
(Taking lead already hinted at by france) to cite tonkin gulf / .o
SITUATION AS PROOF OF NEED FOR RECONVENING GENEVA CONF, AND :
SERVE TO GENERATE MOVES FOR ADOPTION SOME TYPE OF RES.

CFN-2 9 3 4 5 3 N

PAGE THREE RUEHDT 726 C-0 N DEN T r~I AL - -]
5. WE BELIEVE THEf-IES NOTED UNDER PaRA 3 CaN BE EFFECTIVELY EXPLOITED
‘OUTSIDE SC, WHILE AT SAt'JE TIME AVOIDING DISADVANTAGES NOTED PaRA 4.

WE HAVE IN MIND, AS EXTRA-SC ACTION, APPROPRIATE-STATEMENTS TO

PRESS BY PRESIDENT, SECRETARY AND PERHAPS STEVENSON. n M

;6.. IN ADDITION, GWN SHOULD BE URGED SUBMIT LETTER TO SC PRES
EXPRESSING IN TERMS SWEET REASONABLENESS GVN*S DESIRE TO BE OF SERVICE
TO SC IN all POSSIBLE WAYS DESPITE NEGATIVE ATTITUDE &'l PART OF HANOI
and making short statement of case against DRV <SHORT ENOUGH- FOR SQ
MEMBERS TO READ IT) GVN WOULD HAVE MADE IN SC. ;

'WE BROACHED LATTER IDEA WITH GWN OBSERVER MISSION AUG 9*. THEY SEEDED #
RECEPTIVE TO IDEA, INDICATED THEY WOULD RECOMMEND IT TO SalGOM. '
>IN MEANTIME, THEY PLAN FOLLOW GENERAL LINE RE COOPERATION OF UN

IN STATEMENTS TO PRES. - ; 5,

7. WE DOUBT THERE WILL BE PRESSURE FOR FURTHER SC MEETING oo
UNLN5S THERE ARE MORE INCIDENTS IN TONKIN GULF. EVEN BEFORE CYPRUS ,
CRISIS arose, there was general feeling of RELIEF AMONG DELS

HERE that tension RESULTING FROtl EVENTS IN TONKIN GULF HAD BEGUN

TO SUBSIDE. WE DOUBT THERE ARE MANV WHO WANT TO RUN RISK OF

ARRESTING EASING OF TENSION IN ANY WAY, INCLUDING FURTHER DISCUSSION

IN SC. = Vi \
GP-3. 'STEVENSON "' v . Vi- i e’ m \
BT

CFN 5 3 6 46 97 3
NOTE: ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-O.AUGUST 10, 10:03, P.M., | ::3~A~'A
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declassified T ’
RR RIBHR RUMIR ~ «T2r 5(A)
CE RUHDT A53 D7/0C59Z i N\ L
RJ5 7e3.~N5Z ZEA . n J A
<Fi; U3UN NY> . M
TO RUEHCR/SECSTaTE UASHDC nnn
INFO RUMIIR/,AT:EMBaSSY AIGCAH k
.state-GRMC B T® 6 |
ON-O-ti-gl-i-D S M T 1 A-L ACTIO)) DEPTCJTAINFO SalGON 41
AUGUST 6, 8:55 PM 1",

*f

I DUC'(GMM OBSERVER) CALLED ON US AUGUST 6 TO EXPRESS CONCERN
033 Ti;0 ACCOUNTS: (A) THAT DRV MIGHT BE ALLOWED PARTICIPATE

IN SC MEETINGS WITHOUT SIMILAR RIGHT BEING EXTENDED SIMUL-
TANECUSLY to GVN, and <3) ONE IMPORTANT RESULT OF CURRENT

SC debate KIGHT be generation of FURTHER PRESSURE- FOR RECON-
VENING GENEVA CONFERENCE. , ' n '

20 RE > (A), Due FELT UORDING’OF US COMPLAINT PROVIDED
OBVIOUS-BASIS FOR PARTICIPATION BY DRV, BUT WEAK BaSIS FOR
CFU 513 16 2 1

Page tuo ruehdt 450 ¢cn*~-NHMTTrxN t i a L ~

O;N participation. he had no doubts DRV WOULD want to appear \
BZ7C?:2 SC» SEEKING THEREBY TO INCREASE ITS INTERNATIONAL™" - \
STaTUME; as UELL as gain ACCESS TO FORUM FRGS WHICH TO DENOUNCE-™J
U3 AGGRESSION AMD VIOLATIONS OF 1954 GENEVA AGREEI-IENT ANEV/ARESSH
FOR RECONVENED GENEVA CONFERENCE. ALTHOUGH CLEARLY WITHOUT
INSTRUCTIONS, DUC SalD GVYN WOULD CONSIDER IT VERY IMPORTANT,

IN ORDER TO OFFS'ET ADVANTAGES DRV UOULD GAIN FR”™ APPEARING

IN SC, that DRV NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN. SC MEETINGS
UNLESS similar PRIVILEGE EXTENDED TO GVN.

3. UE assured DUC tiE ARE UORKING FOR SOLUTION WHICH WOULD MEET

KIS POINT. UE EXPRESSED OPINION THERE IS NO CHANCE SOVIET

draft RESO (WHICH WOULD HAVE SC INVITE ONLY DRV) COULD BE
ADOPTED INASWUCH AS IT RAISES BY IMPLICATION QUESTIONS RE
juridical ST.ATUS OF DRV WHICH MOST MEMBERS OF SC 'ARE ANXIOUS

TO. AVOID. UE THEN OUTLINED FORMULA WHICH NIELSEN (SC PRESIDENT) IS
DISCUSSING WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF SC (SENT SEPTEL) AND SAID WE

WERE awaiting DEPT’S REACTION THERETO.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCUSSIFIED"
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-2- 319, AUGUST 6, 9 PM, FROM: NEW YORK

4. RE 1 (B), VE agreed FRIECEMT EVENTS IN GULF OF TONKIN
and sc discission thereof might generate further pressure
FOR GENEVA CONFERENCE, BUT SAID WE WERE SURE US POSITION RE
GENEVA CONFERENCE WOULD NOT BE CHANGED BY SUCH PRESSURE.
CFN 1954 5 4 |

Page three ruehdt 45070 On f i d e r-n~xx

5. WE assured Due WE UOULD KEEP HIM UP-TO-DATE ON
DEVELOPMENTS AND HELP HIM IN EVERY POSSIBLE WAY IF SITUATION
DEVELOPS SO that GW TAKES PART IN SC DISCUSSIONS.

6. THACK OF GVWN OBSERVER MISSION CALLED THIS EVENING TO SAY
Due JUST RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS TO REQUEST PARTICIPATION IN
SC MEETING IF DRV MAKES SIMILAR REQUEST,

GP-4 3EDERSEN

CFN 5 6

ADV/iJ"~E COPY TO 3/3-0 10:15 ?M, 8/6/64.
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ACTION:  Bsmibmey SAIGKA 418 tm |l b oi*?li’'&4

mFOi USM HEWYORK 372
CSICPAC
Ansmbassy LOJHOS 1085
Mea”assy SARIS g£?2

cmcpAc roR polad DECLASSIFIED
. Authority
BEFfj mmos 35Q By NARS, Date__
SCYiet-Ham '
SEPT has concluded that if WCf did iu:it attend or siAnnit inforssation

in aco)xd22©» "gsnesal understmdiBg," thex« ahould b« no aox« SC sessiona on
ITonkin Gulf situation. Va sad® gez>points August 3 find 7> v* h"d no desire for
foinoal SC aGlioQ). and statments standing on record leave us in good position.
Sssusy>tion SC debate vould have all drawbars cited BEFTBI» and Uie only
advantage of reneved iseeting;» 10&0p propaganda escploitation of DRV eonteigpt for
tm, can be txt"Nliised JiEst as ®ffe@tively outside Council as vithin* Ve therefore
concur in IOrai'e recoszsendation BE?TBLe

We assuBB. froM Saigon's 327 that CW's ageement to proposal contained
BHFCSX 373 would;, by extension; 'O1®tnaaiese vould be prepsred let saatters
rest as tbsy are vith respect SC si”etings jgar We also aseuns they vould be
eager get ftsll val@a out of MV etasise vis>a-vig UH and therefore ready address
letter to SCI”sident along lines smMred pas™agaph 6 BE2239} and ve estiisate

such asove vould not sttealate reswisption formal SC consideration Tonkin Gulf

situation.
Telegraphic trsnimiuion and i
6/'2/61» claisiflcation approved byt SNH - MIChaeI V ForreStaI
S/VS - Mr. Corcoran tSTP - Seo -BsStm, 10 = Mr. Sisco
"Sm * Mendenhall P - Mr, Wpight
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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Page— §----of telegram to_ AsseBsbassy SASB

-66J5FBItSISSTSTtir"

afl tixBiJogp hawevewp ve believe GOT shoiald defer eoaiMaaieation vith SC President
fox fev days, perhaps m tll begimiag sigsct week, in order be certain DRV will not
respond fonaally to IM. While I5RV Foreign Ministry statesaent of August 9 asserting
UKSC "has no right eacamiaae this problem™ is probably ciily reply to be expected, ve feel

it prudent to delay GVS r®ply until we certain it will not precipitate issue further in

SC.

believe desirable to

So far as our own press exploitation concerned, confine actionx!Kk«H3bc
-.0or time being

to issuauGQ voluntary etatemsnt at Deparfcsaent* @regular noon press briefing ,
Department will concert with USON on statement and timing.

I‘%y \ FOR SAGN Bequest you disenss fasgaag with F.reign Office adassist as
"iby.. 1
i''] appropriate in draftissg relatively short OW letter to SC President for transmittal

I' next weeko You shoisald draw on paragraph 6 BEH](EL and on themes set out paragraph 3

UEPTEL 353e EiD

OP-3
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L SC Tonkin GulT

H .. .

EUR USUwWs And kOki DEPTEL ii-I8 to Saigon rptd USUM 372

2

P Now that GWH has evibmitted excellent reply to SC "general understanding”

USIA

NSC on participation debate or provision information re Tonkin Gulf situation

TII\IE (USUn's ~21), we believe we should quit while we are ahead. US position wes

ISA put on record in effective way in SC debate itself; DRV is on record in SC
docurent as disdaining UHi and G\vh is on record in SC document as being totally
forthcoming and in sare coinsmnication has nmece telling propaganda points for
its case.

Consequently, we consider it best not send any US letter to SC President
x in reply Soviet; letter (USUK's 39" nor neke any voluntary statement to press
at regular noon briefing as earlier contemplated (SEPTEL IS to Saigon)*

EG)

RUSK
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V.
. INn Gzee LB reaction to hostileeaNorth viet-Naia actiorns agairst s ,ships™ &
- e c/fA"Emcj. -t f
in the GuIf of Tonkin is raised et|@5c’@<[r’1)(—b¢cﬂftel<l<"1<§3" yau shoud , 1
4 daw yom follooamg in explaining B action™™ (1) Ratagn anouoarat, of -
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ni’ North Metrnanese attack an B destroyers,, carried \jdreless file August Ui ,
t EEE geneva) ;
=(2) President's statemert carried Depdrtel 21f£(ad (3) Aobbesadty Steversons™
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SiI*ATE 6RNC ' 1964 AUG 6 AiMIl 15
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UTJCLAS ROUTINE DEPT\DISTO 2012 \SIXTH ~ X\~

FOLLCUING IS TEXT (UNESSENTIAI/UOROS OMITTED) TIHBERLAKE
IIAMTERVENTION RE VIET NAM TODAY’ S8 SESSION:
QTE REFERSM3CE HAS BEEN MADE THIS MORNING TO UAHT HAVE IN
FACT, BEEN HOSTILE ACTIONS AGAINST US SHIPS ON HIGH :
SEAS IN GULF TONKIN. WHILE ENDC IS NO PLACE FOR CONSIDERATION
THIS SUBJECT AS DISTINGUISHED REPRESENTATIVE CANADA HAS ALREADY
SAID, CANNOT IGNORE TOTALLY ERRONEOUS VINTERPRETATION THAT HAS
BEEN GI/E'S THESE EVENTS™ ESPECIALLY BYIREPRESENTATIVES SOVIET

POLAND, RUMANIA, BULGARIA AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA.

. .- CA\A- T"—

PAGE ?yO RUFJBT 05 UNCL AS
THERE HAVE BEEN TUO ATTACKS AGAINST US SHIPS RECENT DAYS
r:1 gur TOJWIN AREA, THESE UNPROVOKED AND DELIBERATE'™ ACTS
;.GOQRZSSION IN INTERNATIONAL UATERS HAVE BEEN MET BY US RESPONSE
U-IiCH ?sesid £iit joknson has described as -limited aijd fitting,-
TEij years ago REPUBLIC VIET NAM ASKED US FOR ASSISTANCE- "’
DE7EKD ITS FREEDC:-! AND INDEPENDENCE AGAINST AGGRESSION\AND
SUBVERSION, DIRECTED AND IN PART SUPPLIED FROM NORTH VIET NAM,
PEACE A STABILITY yOULD PREVAIL VIET NAM TODAY IF RULERS

C
(

\

I'"AKOI WGLD LIVE UP TO EXISTING AGREEMENTS AND LET THEIR NEIGHBORS

ALONE.

IN THiS CO”3NECTION, PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAID JUNE 23, 1964t
GIE THERE IS DANGER SOUTHEAST ASIA. IT IS DANGER BROUGHT ON BY
TERRORISM AND AGGRESSION. US INTENDS NO RASHNESS AND SEEKS NO
WIDER WAR. BUT US IS DETERMINED USE ITS STRENGTH HELP
THOSE WHO ARE DEFENDING THEMSELVES AGAINST TERROR AND
AGGRESSION. WE ARE PEOPLE PEACE —BUT NOT WEAKNESS AND
TIMIDITY. | REPEAT! OUR PURPOSE IS PEACE, UNgE. TUBBY
BT ' :
CFN 2012 23 1964
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EXDIS - PIERCE AEBOIW
Re Popper-Farley teleccn”™ you should callruAcjmeQting 3?30 ps

August Fj to convey special revort on US destroyers in Guii

of Tonkin o Guidance for yo'ar jm ‘'iisg in neetin" follov/ao
telegrsrts this sizb”~Bot ""PIERCE AH2.DWJ’ .

S-iD
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In making stateragnt to (HAO(re dallbsrate attack on US vgsssls
mi high seas in Gulf ©f Tenkixij you ®h©uld laak© follovTing points g
(1) state fasts as eontslnsd in ba-skgrsund info message being sent
septol] (2) state US position as eont-ained in President's stat@<=
ment bsing sent sept@l] (3) eaphasiss US w ill continue ksap llk€-
fully inforined of davelopmsntg.
Slisg fill focyre Essssges this subject "FIERCE AIECW” -
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TO“"STCSI AL“ WASHDCT

BN A

Gott F'I"BIT N1i ML II\/IVEDATEjFO_TG ZCB/AB P, 6 A/

,PIERCE ARROW* , ' : ' ~ v -
WEF: TCPQL 198 ‘1 -

A special §iAd NEETING 3;50 AM AUGET 5, ACING Us PERVIEP
MAE STATEIBNON AITACKS ON LB NAVAL CRAFT IN GUF Or

TONKIN IN ACODOANE REFTEL (COPIES POUGHED). dGAN WTH
mBRIEF SriIVARY PRESIDENT JONBCON S STATEVENT AUGLET 4,

CCRPES O V\HAH HAD cEEN DISTRIBUTED TO ALL DE EGATIONS.

, CONINNLED WITH DETAILED ACO N O WD AITAGKS IRA/N

HRO1 MACNAVARAS STATEIVENT IN "DAILY RalOO BULLETIN -
'217, INDICATING PURPCEE -PRES:.NINING THESE DETAILb wo TO ... ot
-REFUTE HANO AUEGATION TH-T AITACK NEVER TACK P ACE
CONINNLED WTH W PAINTS IRANN FROM TALKING  PAFEt

"DAILY RADOIO BULLETIN" 217 DESGNED TO ENVMPHAAZE L5 RESCLUNAON
TO CONIMNLE AD TO SGJH VETNAM, ANARENESC O RISKS

INNVOMVED, AND DESIRE TO KEEP CONEQLENCES N LIMITED SCALE
GONLODD WTH ASSLRANCE THAT GAOUNAL WOID BE KEPT INFCRVED
O FURTHER CBEVEH CHIVENTS IN OOER PROMEE FULL  GPPORTUNITY
FOR CONBULTATION

STATEIVENT WS RECHVED QUIETLY AND WITH LITTLE DISCUSSION.

“ THERE WS EVIDENT APPRECIATION O FROMPT O CBURE oASIC
FACTS TO GaONdL (NETHERLANDS,  BELGUV CGANADOA AD SYG).
UKIH=D RECHEVED INSTRUCTIONS TO SUPPCRT U5 REACTION TO
UNJUSTIFIED AITACK N US NAVAL FARCES N HGH aEAS, -
VHCH HAD NOHNG TO D WTH COVHEX O (AN\BVA AR S f

NETHERLANCE ASKED (1) WHETHER NCRIH VETNAIVESE HAD NAVAL UNIITS
O AY CONEQHEES IN GUF - TON AD (2) MHAT RFEASON THERE
MG—WBEFCRI\CRﬂﬂ\AEﬂ\IAI\/ESETOO—Pb(EFFClAFPE\AClBTACﬂCZS
O LAND TO MOE ACGERESS\VE ACTIONS AT 'SEA

B GQUM EIVPHASIZEDI\EEIDCFCD\BU_TNIC]\IANDFCFEDFCRFLRTFER
INFO ON CGEINERAL SUBJECTT.
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-2- POLTO 208, AUGUST 5, 8PM. FROM: PARIS.

CANADASFECULATED, N BASIS CIMMENS BY CANADAN aMB MEEXOWY
THAT AITACKS MGHT HAE BEEN FROVWCOED AS NO ONLY TEST O Wb
ARMNESS BUT ASO TEST r RUSSIANS, IN MEW THEIR PEACEHRL
CCEXSTENCE PALICY, TO SEE IF WOAID GME QU SIRONGY . AGAINST
5 ACTION AITACKS MGHT ASO BE CHNESE NEtDLE - SOVIETS
HBECALE FRC NO PARTICIPATING IN COMMUNST PARTY CONFHRENCE

IN REPLY DUJCH QUESTIONS L5 SAID HAD ND SPECIFIC  INSTRUCTIOINS,
BUI DD NO KNOW O AAY LARGE NHVAL UNITS cHONANG TO NCRH
VIETNAVESE AND DOBHED THEY HAD ANY. PAQNMED QJ THAT CHINESE
AD SOVIETS ARE AVWAYS TESTING WEST” S STRENGITH AND WLL,

AD THAT 'AITACKS PRCBABELY "DESIGNED TO REVEAL WFETHER \ME

WOID STalND AHRM AS IN ACIOANE WITH RECENT STATEIVENTS.
ATYD THAT VE MLST REACT FORCHRULLY 'R RISK LGEING SEA ALL
TOCETHR

SYG BRCHO SUVIVARZED ONMERSATICON BY SAYING SITUATION MLUST
N3O BE DRAVAIIZED, BUT PERHAPS NA/WV PHASTI HAD dEGJIN AD V&
MBI HOFE VIOLENT ACTION WLL SUBSIDE. NAO M-MES WOlID
MAINTAIN A CE CONAOO AD FOLOwW CeVE CRIVENTS WITH GEAT
ATTENTION AND SPIRIT O FRIENDLINESS TO US. IT WS TAD SN
TO ALESS AT VOIIVATIAN, BUT REACTIAONS IN N SECURITY GAJNAL
MG BE REVEALING IT WS POSSIBLE THAT AITACKS MG BE
SU3TLE BEFFORT BY CHINESE GOMMUNSTS TO PUT bOVIETS IN
DIFFICULT POSITION AONS LINES SUGGESTED iJy CANADAN ABOE
BRCHO BN\OHED BY EXPRESSING HIS AAFFROVAL O PRES JOINBON'S ACTION
S V\HL AS HIS BTAIHVENT N LIMITED AD FITTING RESPONSE,
AD DESIRE TO SEEK ND WCER WR

AFTER DISCUSSION O VW MGHT BE SAID TO PRELS, IT WS AGHED
THT A8 EXCEPTION TO (GAINERAL RULE THAT CGAUNAL AGNDA 'NEVER
MHCE PUBLIC, IT GQUD BE CONHRVED TO NBEWPAPERDL THAT LB
PCEITION ON SEA HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO GAJNAL AT SPECIAL
NVEETING BUT WITH NO COMMENT N SUBSTANCE  DIbCUSSIONS.

NO DATE SET FOR ANOHR VEEIING GP-U DLREROW

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 8/5/64, 623PM
Note;' Passed VJhite House, DOD, CIA 875/64, 640PM



PROCESSING NOTE

On this date, Archives staff discovered that document #134 was missing from the file. A copy of
the document was recovered from the University Publications of America microfilm and has
been placed in the file.

Alexis Percle
April 21, 2014

National Security File, NSC Histories, “Presidential Decisions— G ulf of Tonkin Attacks of
August 1964, Volume 2, Tabs 14-17,” box 38
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OITGOIN TELEGRAM Department of State
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03 130
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N CREt-
Classificntion

ORCORUSE OV

on. ACTION: Amembassy KKS BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE /7~ &G | | 25Si
EXDIS FOR HARRIMAN
Staff Summary No. 1
1. Viet-Nam - Italian Prime Min Moro told Chamber U.S. action
simple act of self defense and that liberty of conspicuous number
of Asian states depends on outcome this conflict and firm position
U.S. Malaysian Premier has sent message to President wholeheartedly
endorsing U.S. action as necessary if peace is to be restored in
SEA. UK and Australian Embassies in Paris have detected Quai
r skepticism over accuracy U.S. sources, feeling U.S. has taken
advantage DRV error, and belief Chinese taken by surprise by DRV
action. Senior Quai official told UK Emboff Quai experienced con-
siderable difficulty persuading deGualle not to issue statement
critical of U.S. action.
2. Cyprus - Replying to Stikker Plan proposals Greek rep
told informa”l group NATO reps GOG doing all it can to reach agree-
ment at Geneva, can only give assurance on avoidance of hostilities

Y

if Turkey renounces intervention, unable as yet to respond to

T»Ugf»phk transmiuion and

S/S-0 JoMET'Setsinger dneogiily S/S-0 N. & McVianils—

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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Pagc_i_2__of tole>iram to.  Amembassy BRUSSELS EXDIS FOR'IIARRIMAN

. .NeecKETr-L..

Classification

e proposes UN controls on importation arms and men, and regards XttHKKX
reduction existing forces under UN control as impracticable and dangerous.

Following presentation group decided that despite negative replies Greek

Im
and Turk reps, NATO efforts should continue,

Makarios message to SYG promises UNFIGYP full freedom of movement

except certain localities connected with defense where access possible

* *

after consultation between GOG and UNFIGYP Commander. Gen Thimayya
expects have UN post on Limassol docks. .

3. Laos - Petty family feuding in coup atmosphere during night of

agust 4-5 appears temporarily at end." Primin's office statement Aug 6

said Phoumi and generals called on Primin after his return from Luang
Prabang, told him of peaceful settlement of misunderstanding and renewed
their unswerving devotion to head of government.

According French Mil Att, after visit to Khang Khay. Russian Mil
- - -

Att reported PL morale very low as result T-28 strikes and PL feared

other military moyes by RKG forces’,

KXXX . . - m
e n S'v-0 K. 3

FORM P .
B.6s DS-322A Classification
CONTINUATION SHEET
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IKCOMIHG TELEGSATfIJI Departfnent of State

CONFA&FINmMIi:— - - p.

Adion HUDILN RUBHCR RJIBHDT kj SKOI-'RUSBAE " ~

CE RUMIJIR 10A 07/3900Z
9,5, PR GO8&9Z & N , - -

Rl ANVENVBASSYISAIGON "o . ?
Ifo To RUEHCR/SECSTATTWASHDC ' 7 AM 7 13 -

INFO RUDILNVANVENVBASSY LONCON r--'" N\

SS RUSBAE/AIVEIVBASSY SWACH H
G ruehot/ amembassy ottawj . r'’ "
o o] RUBKDIZAUSUM NBEN\WORK . ‘-
/ state GINC -

BT _ .

_G-"™-N--F-r-irT."N T.r"A L
FE ' Rt U
NEA

ACTION PRITY DEPT (“4)INFO LONDON 25 MOSCOW 6 j'JEWDELHI 10 *

O'I_I'AWA 7 WARSAW 8 USIIJN 32 FROI\/I SalGON AUG-"?r 3:05 PAM
P By T AT A
rISSA CAVADAN ICC COVVISSONER SSABCRN AD FO1D I—N’I—B/\AY HAE
S INNFOIMD ENVBASSY O FOLONNG -
1"'R *

"X cable BHMS StNT PAMAN LIAISON MISSION HANQL-WTH UNANIMOLE ! )
ACGEEVENT (TCVEVBERS AONG FOLOAING Lifei-.ICC TAKES—

Wl - NOTE REPORTS SERIOUS EVENT? INCLUDING ARMED ATTACK IN BAY OF /
~ TOMKIN AND TERRITORY OF DRV. .. ><]
rSiR / CFN 534 25 6 10 7 8 32 8 6 , .

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 10 A.X-e-N~~F | DE NTT

IN EXPRESSING ITSCO[4CERN AT THESE DEVELOPMENTS’ AND In ToRDER

TO CONTRIBUTE TO LESSENING OF TENSION, ICC WISHES COMM.UWICATE-

ITS IMMEDIATE READINESS TO GIVp 'ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCEMITHIN _
ITS PROANER AND IN LIGHT CHANY INFO WHCHPAWN LIAISON MISSION

MY WASH TO FURNISH. v
CANADIANS ALsOo CLARIFIED TO EMBOFF STATUS POSSIBLE ICC INVEST IGATIO®

PaW ALLEGATIONS THAT TWO ISLANDS OFF COASTNGHE AN PROVINCE
WERE SHELLED BY US/GVN SHIPS JULY 30. (EMBTEL 295) ON AUGUST
4 MESSAGE SENT WITH UNANIMOUS CONSENT OF COMMISSIONITO pAWN
MISSION HANOI REFERRING TONTHESE PAVN CHARGEMAND PROPOSING
immediate ON-THE-SPOT INVEATIGATIO BY ICC TEAM. ACCEPTANCE
INVESTIGATION NOW UP TO PaVN WHICH CAN REQUEST IT FROM FIXED
TEAM WITHOUT-FURTHER REFERENC&TO GOMMISSION(/ ’\TAYLOR

BT o o ] | . .. u
CFN 3)6295 , Y,
NOTE:, ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-0 AT 7:52 18/7/64]/
\ PASSED WHITE HOUSE, Rt/RboUcfTiON FROM this copy is
“my' A PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

declassified’
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0"tg6ing telegram Department of State
IN  AIE; rfjcolliCl /3 2
O CMAI 10 -jgeMPiBKNTIiAfc-----
Classification
ACTION: Armnembassy BANGKOK FLASH quG>1 1032 PH'B4
INFO; CINCPAG PRIORITY -
SXtJ-1S-PIERCE ARROW
FOR AMBASSADOR.
Ro Deptel NODIS . \
You should request immediate convocation 0iSEATO fcouncil
Representatives to advise them of North Viet-Nam'’s fdeliberate attacks on
— — o
American naval vessels operating on high seas and/fei actions taken to ~
.meet this situation. Text Presidential message and Pentagon announcement
and via ysis wireless file,,,reppedtiv™ "™
sent you septel/should be used for this purpose.
GP-3.
End. " -
dec lassified
Authority
SAIiS, Date
I*
/ Vv 1 Vi
Dr«A«d byt _ T#Ugr*pl»*c traminiuion and
FERAJAM endel’ ctawHkotion apprev«d h fi F E . M aI’Shall Gl‘een
SEA - Mr. Trueheart (draft) ﬁM
SIS - Mr. Hilliker
W L-— , REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-~eOWFIDETmAIi- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

Classification
m 3“ dS-322

XEROX FROM QUICK COPY'
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tJICOMING Department of RECORD COPY
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Action or-
AKANNZCZCMIAMo * vV ™l =T
00 RUEHCR =
S5 - DE RUMTBK 092K 05/10257 o> /' f
Ifo 'O 0510237 ZEA F

VEM AMEMBASS\ANGROKI> V73 TY " 00,28 A«
5TO RUEHCR/SE5srSTt~"?~DC

I INFO RUHLHQ/CINCPAC ==

: STATE GRHC
"bt

VM. QNF I DR NT T al// action immediate DEPT(NITOINFO
,immediate cincpac unn from Bangkok aus 5, 5 pn A

'EXDIS -.PIERCE arrow ' .’

DEPTEL 175 . = - ! -

" [

ji. AT special meetinql seatoJ council reps, convened at my
request 1430 local TIMTKUQ 5, | DESCRIBED SITUATION, READING
TEXTS US PROTEST NOTE TO NORTH VIETNAM, PENTAGON ANNOUNCEMENT,
PRESIDENT’S RADIO/TV STATEMENT AND PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO
SEATO HEADS OF GOVERNMENT- (WITH CAUTION LAST MESSAGE REMAINED
aA&SIFIED UNTIL RELEASED BY* ADDRESSEES).
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2. BRITISH COUNCIL REP (MACDERMOT) EXPRESSED INABILITY

ASSESS DRV MOTIVES UNDERLYING SUCH "STUPID ACTION, WHICH PUT

THEM ENTIRELY IN WRONG AND US ENTIRELY IN RIGHT", FRENCH '

REP (aARAC) SPECULATED NORTH VIETNAMESE ACTION* INSTIGATED
COMMUNIST CHINESE IN ATTEMPT FORCE USSR SIDE PUBLICLY WITH

C USSR FORCED FACE UP TO THIS PROBLEM IN SECURITY

3, MOST COUNCIL REPS EXPRESSED PRIVATELY THEIR SANnsrACTION
AMERICAN ACTION. »
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FOR USE RESTRICTED SESSION COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES MEETING AUGUST
13 WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT*S ASSESSMENT 1) DRV MOTIVATION

. FOR AUACKS ON US VESSELS AND 2) CURRENT AND EXPECTED DRV AND / =
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