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i

T ha■ Tha ’Icrth  V ie t Kaa ?T-bo?tt atcc-cks
occu rred  a g a in s t  a background tnarkcd, ixi r e c e n t  r e e k s ,  b y  
d iv e r g e n t  t e n d e n c ie s  a s  se e n  fro;u H anoi:

a ,  I h a ir  a il iS r s r y  pad p o l i t i c a l  p r o sp e c ts  in
Sou th  V ie t  I'laa ha^’G s u b s ta i iC is i ly  in p ro v ed , and t h i s  f s c t
■vf>3 f ip p re c ia ted  and r e x le c c e d ,  fo r  e?i£r’*ple, i a  G snerai G iap ’s 
sp eech  o f  J u ly  2 0 .

' b .  On th e  o th e r  hraid, th e  U .S . coan itm aat to  tn e  
d e fe n se  o f  S o u th e a st  A sia  and su p p ort o f  p sx -ip liera l o f f e n s iv e  
a c t io n s  in c r e a se d  b o th  in  Laos p.nd ia  V iec lia a . l ‘h.2 c o v e r t  
moves ;»sa in 3t ilo r th  V ie t  l i ra  and th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  more d ir e c t  a c t io n  a g a in s t  Uoxth  V is t  Kan have 
b eeti, G v id s n t ly , cslcen s e r ic u a ly  d e s p it e  th^ evi-dent d e s ir e  o f  
P r e s id e n t  Johnson to  l is i i i ;  th e  t e r r a in  o f  c o n f l i c t .  They may 
have reck on ed  thcit t h i s  danger ^<roald r i s e  i a  tb s  naonchs ch ead , 
n o tc b ly  a f t e r  our e l e c t i o n .

I t  i s  o u t o f  t h i s  niived s c t t ir ig  o f  s ia u lt a n a o u s ly  
e n la rg e d  h op es and f e a r s ,  ■?jit:> perhaps a £eri£e th a t  t iia a  n ig h t  
n o t b e  t h e ir  f r i e a d ,  t l ia t  th ey  to o k  a c o u r se  e x tr e ia s ly  
d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p la ia  by c t t s c k if ig  d i r e c t ly  u n i t s  o f  th e  S even th
F l e e t .  . . . . . .
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2 . Al t e r n g t iv e  T h g o r la s . The fo l lo w in g  fo u r  zaajor 
hypotheses a ig i i t  GxplaiQ th e  c c t i o a .

e. The l e a s t  i i k s l y ,  that: th e  a t ta c k s  on th e  
S even th  F le e t  Xvsrs s a  e f f o r t  to  seek  a resp o n se  \7hich co u ld  

“b s  used a s a p r o v o c a tio n  fo r  ct p r e v io u s ly  p lanned s ia s s lv e  
m il i t a r y  a s s a u l t  on Laos and Soucli V ie t  Ilaa e i t h e r  by the? 
o v e r t  u se  o f  ground f o r c s s  r.crosa f r o n t ie r s  or  by fo r c c c  
p r e v io u s ly  s e c r e te d  in  tU ose  s r e a s .

' b* , More l i k e l y ,  H?.noi raay have co a c lu d sc l, on th e  
b a s is  o f  i t s  assessraen t o f  5VW D o l i t lc S j  thai: a U .S . f a i lu r e  
to  r e a c t  sh.j?rply to  t h s s s  iJttacka rnight have ps^rsuactcd th -3 
Klisnli governiiiont th a t  fu r th e r  r a lia n c ts  on th e  U .S . V7fis un­
p r o f i t a b le  aad th a t  S s ig o a  sh ou ld  se e k  tha  b e s t  turm s i t  
c o u ld  f in d  w ith  H anoi. The in c id e n t  nay  have b e e a  liTjlced in  
i t s  t im in g  t o  su ch  & p la n a sd  or  honed fo r  c a v e - in  by th e
emu ...

c .  The a t ta c k s  c o u ld  be e  d c v ic e  fo r  so  r a i s in g  
th e  in t e r n a t io n a l  n o is e  l e v e l  «̂ nd sa ;c ic ty  aboiit *wfir in  South­
e a s t  A s ia  a s  t o  fo r c e  tha U .S . in to  & c o n fe r e n c e  in  v b ic h  
th e  I s s u s  o f  th e  v i o l s t i o a  or th e  1S54 end 1962 Accoxds v o u ld  
be o b sca rcd ; tim t i s ,  th ey  co u ld  hava regarded  th e  raove a s  & 
d e v ic 2 to  p la c a  u s in  c  p o s i t io n  o f  n e s o t ia c in g  undor con­
d i t io n s  whore i c  v o u id  be o x tr e a e ly  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  us to  
co Q tia u e  to  in c r e a s e  d ir e c t  p r e ssu r e  on th e  K orth , m 'tile  th ey  
c o n tin u e d  t h e ir  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  ccriipaign in  th e  S ou th , 
h o p in g , e s  in  1954 , fo r  c, D ienbienphu d u rin g  th e  c o r ifo rsu cc . 
U .S . f .ccep ta n cc  o f  e  c o n fe r e n c a  oa su ch  terraa ucuLJ ba 
assGCsed in  Hanoi a s  a d o d g in g ,  i f  n o t  u jo r tr l, blow  to  CT/l'I 
c e o r e l e .  . . .  , . ,

d . Tiie  a t ta c k s  may have b s sn  in ten d ed  a s  a 
U n it e d  r a a c t io a  to  c o v e r t  in t r u s io n s  in to  the H orth , and 
th e  r a is e d  l e v s l  o f  our support in  SVH and L.-jos, probab ly  
d e s ig n e d  t o  meke us back  o f f  or to  d e te r  us fr o a  c o a d u c tin g  
fu r th e r  o p e r a t io n s  o f  t h i s  typ^ or frcxa c o n t in a in g  to  expand 
our c o a ^ itn e n t  in  th e  a r e a .
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3 , CotRTPfiPt on th e  H yn oth gses, IJe know o f  no e v id e n c e  
t o  j u s t i f y  th e  '-'isw th a t  n raassi-ve ^xoaad f o r c e  a cca ck  by  
th e  Ccmaiuniats in  S o u th e a st A s ia  i s  p la n n ed . Hov’e v c r , a 
h9tr;l^;:onln5» o f  forr.i3 o f  int^Ill^gncr.^ collG C fcion on
CQnanimisc trcot> filsv ty siti.o n r. p.nd aovem^ulrs in  Sonthgrist A sia  
doe?’. Ktipgar l u s t l t i . i d . Tns hops uiiat cha U .S . mighc respond  
so  jiE S s iv a ly  a s to  t r ig g e r  a csvG *in  o r  coup ir is id e  S a igon  i s  
a more te a n b la  hyp4Dt!Aesi3; r lth oc.g ii th a  c o l i t i c a l  ev lcD n ce  
a v a i la b le  froia £ous;h V ie t  Han d oes not jnake a cvom iectloa  
c l e a r .  What i s  c l e a r ,  how evar, i s  t h a t  a f a i l u r e  to  r c c c t  
v ig o r o u s ly  by th e  U .S . n ig h t ,  i n  f ^ c t ,  havo had th s  r e s u l t  
o f  in d itc in s  El'iaah t o  throw in  h i s  hand, Ono ILksXy str a n d  
in  th<Dir c c t io n  w .s  a f e l t  need to  make e  shm? o f  fo r c e  i a  
th e  f a c e  o f  our in c r e a s in g  ia v o lv c n e a c  lu  tb a  &x &r . So fe r  
CiB & co a fsrca cG  i s  c o n cera cd , what i s  c le a r  i s  th a t  a d ir e c t  
U .S .-H a n o i c o n fr o n ta t io n  iCiiy p rove c m ere e f f e c t i v e  vjay o f  
fo r c lr ig  u s t o  t h s  c o n fe r sn c c  t a b l e ,  in  t h e ir  v i s ' j ,  t s m i a  
fo c u s in g  o f  a t t e n t io n  on th e  s t a t e  o f  th o  1954 en<l 1962 _  " 
A cco rd s , ta k en  by th e ia sc lv e c ,

. . . I n  s h o r t ,  we cannot g i v s  a s t r a i g h t ,  c o n flc isn t  
GDStv’er  to  th e  q u so t io n j  H iy d id  th e y  da i t ?  Tao raost l i k e l y  
el»5Jiancs appear a d e s ir e  to  r^ke a shew o f  fo r c e  a g a ix is t us; 
fl d t is ir s  to  f o r e s  u s to  tb^ confe?cence t e b le  oa u n fa v o ra b ls  
terras; and th e  hops th a t  ve w ould so  behave a s  to  weaken th e  
p o l i t i c a l  b a a s in  S a ig o n .

4 .  The IText S ta ^ e . On th a  v^holG, i t  i s  l i k e l y  th a t  
th e y  d id  n o t cou n t on s  r e sp o n se  e s  s u b s t a n t ia l  ea th a t  sio\i ....2 : 
under v&y, Fro^i t h a ir  p o in t o f  v i s ’ar, t h s  U .S . e tr i.k e  w i l l  
appear a r a th e r  n a s s iv e  coanterm ove, hctrever l i c i i t e d  i t  ciey 
b e judged  b y  u s . I t  w i l l  c r e a ta  e. new s i t u a t i o n .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
v e  vrould r g r e e  in  g e n e r a l w ith  the  ^icieorancuaa o f  August 4 to  
you fronj Tcia Kughaa, s u g g e s t in g  th a t  th e y  v o u ld  f e e l  ia f> € lled  
t o  in c r e a s e  t h e i r  a c t io n s  in  South  V ie t  IJsm and* p er lia p s, in  
L aos; ch at th e y  v;ould se e k  t;5 b r in g  us t o  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  ta b le  
on u n fa v o r s b ls  term s; and t i ia t  th e  C h in ese C onriunists m ight 
aake so a e  n ove  o f  l i a i t e d  su pp ort in  a i r  d e fe n s e , £»t l e a s t ,  __ j,

 ̂ _ As & c o n t in g e n c y  m a tte r , how ever, v c  sh ou ld  be  
p rep ared  fo r  th s  p o s s i b i l i t y  th a t  Hanoi TiJill f e « l  i t s e l f  so  
co rn ered  or  h u m ilia te d  a s  to  f e e l  i ir p a lle d  t o  engage t h e ir
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grom id fo rcc-s , w h ich  c o n s t itu C e  t h e ir  major cnusc^d a s s e t ,  |
raore o v e r t ly  >̂nf3 B u b sta u C is lly  in  Lt;os o r ,  ev o n , in  South ;
V ie t  llaa  Chan che H ughes’ mvumorandura s u g g e s t s ,  l l i i s  rali'ht ■-

T^or‘3 lik>?lv I f  K?.rioi irtt<^ri>x‘et:ed to o  m i l i t a r y  d en lo y n o a ts  i
Vre noT̂ - hf" r:.-.kin?. in  th e  X^'ic1j:1c fo r  deCcrrrrPt p n riioses
r s  th^ pY?>lut:h> to  n a s s lv e  ^it-rfick. L^«cklnr? la c id  cor^uunicntlon  
zro'a th a y  ri?̂ y iuvjc;rcake v lv it  th e y  ^v'ould yegr>r<i a s  o r g -  
c-n^tlve « c £ lo n  on irround.

P o I ic y  Conr;;eoucr.cob . Tha Tonkin G u lf i i ' ic id e n ts , 
tftkan es a v ;h o le , a r e  l i l c e iy  to  liave a ECiasntuia o f  t l ie ir  Ov̂ n 
w h ich  XiO sh ou ld  se e k  to  d ir e c t  fo r  ca r  omi p u rp o ses .
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e y  'W’i l l  tend  to  c h i f t  th e  v i s i o n  o f  th a  
problem  ou t o f  th e  c o n te x t  o f  a s t r u g g le  fo r  c o n tr o l  over  
S o u th e a st A aia  by l o c a l  Con^oiunists, v ;ith  th e  U .S . sg  laarsinxil 
d sfe iid e r s  o f  th e  ai*c-a, t o  on s o f  d ir c c t  U .S . c o r ifr o n ts t io ii  
Vfith th e  A s is n  Conrauaists. As v;g stiggestec l to  Gaorge B a l l  
and i la r ls n  C le v c lsa d  l a s t  n ig h t ,  t h i s  r o a u lr g s  o£ up, in  our 
£<;cu rlty  C ou n cil p r c g e n ta t ic n , to  gasur'^ th ^ t th e  Tonkin  
G u lf in c id e n t s  do n ot fof’cotna tna  e:<clualv<5 fo c u s  fox  d i s c u s s io n 
b u t fire ken>t in  tha l.'-‘.r??,er T;srr.'?gctlva cl' ;:.urpoae£ul Cojrauaist 
v lo lr t t l c g  o f  th-5 V̂j 5^ rnd 1962 .A cccrds. I t  ^>150 T.ould n-.akc 
a d v is a b le  th a t  u e  s t r i c t l y  d in c it ilj .n e  our r>u.blic r c ^ o r tin p  on 
th e  f^ir s c r l lco r n a in s t  ?^orth v ic c  Ih a  to  n o r tr c y  th s  s s
gn e^■soat:i^?Ily U n i t e d  r o t r l la t o r y  z'ov^, th e  d a c a l ls
o f  n i l i t e i r y  re~0Qrcin.<i;, c^rjcillary d?r:̂ ii.g:.e, e t c .

The fu iid siaen ta l i s s u e  r a is e d  by th e s e  in c id s n t s ,  
h o v e v e r , i s  th e  fo l lo w in g :  ( s )  i f  a  l i a i t e d  Corsnunist r e sp o n se  
p e r r a its , sh o u ld  ve s e e k  t o  t r a a t  th a se  in c id e a t s  a s c lo s e d  by 
our a c t io n ,  ^^'hilo ve c a r r y  £on ;erd  s u b s t a n t ia l ly  cu r p r e se n t  
p o l ic y  on S o u tlisa s t  A s ia ;  or  Ĉ>) sh ou ld  we cake th s  o c c a s io n  
o f  t h s s e  in c id e n t s  and th a  perhaps t r a n s ie n t  u n ity  th oy  b r in g  
about i a  U .S . p u b lic  o p in io n  and th e  C on gress , to  c o v e  c a  to  
fo r c e  Ilanoi t o  c c a s e  i t s  ag^rG Ssioa cad to  r e tu r n , e s s e n t i a l l y ,  
to  corap liance \d .th  tha  1954 end 1962 A ccord s.

I  b a l l e v e  i t  i s  t o  t h i s  f u n d a n e n t a l  c h o i c e  t h a t  you  
e n d  t h e  r r e s i d e c t :  n a y  t i s a  co  a d d r e s s  y o u r n e l v o s  b s  th o  h o u r -  
b y - h o u r  e v e n t s  o t  th.? o c c a s i o n  u a f o l d .  F u b i l c  o o l a i o n  g t  going

- s s e ^ r r
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nnd fbro^d w t l l  r e q u ir e  prompt d e c ig io r t con'clnulitg. le^^der* 
sh ip  I f  th-3 Tonkin G ulf I n c idc-r.ts r.ra  not to  r o s t i l t  in  co n -  
£»s.ini> d eb a te  wLTich cotild  ftr&vely t?r-iaken our p o s l t i o a  in  
S o u t h e a s t :  A&ia r n d  e l s m : h e r c . A l t h a i m h  t h e ;  C o r n s . i u n i s t  r e s p o n s e  
t o  our r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e  may dcc^rratne tno eao lcf: fo r  us« x:e 
sh o u ld sg?ek to  s;aide forc'^s Gc-t; in  by th a  Cor?iyuai3t

---------- ------  ------— ^  ^   ̂  ̂ ■ T I T|- 7 | -  , ^ in  ~i  - - | -  -n I iiw I liar " -  r~ i r  ~ » i  n  ■ m u  n  ................. m i i  ii i i m»  i — — — — w

a t t s c k a  on our t le e t ^  to  th o  r-a:atru-x3 e-Kteat p o s s ib le .

' l a  any c a s e ,  &s we  go  f o r w r d  frosn th e s e  la c id e n t s  
and tr y jb y  vrhatovar r o u te  tpjs PresideriE: chooaes, t o  laove 
tow ards a settleusont: \,h ic h  vrould r e a to r e  th e  1954 and 1952 
A cco rd s, \‘?e s h a l l  have to  cshift: fo c u s  q u it e  r a p id ly  fr a n  th e  
Tonkin G ulf in c id e n t s  th e n s e lv e o  co th e  b a s ic  problem  o f  
in d ir e c t  ConirtUtd.st a g g r e s s io n  In  Laos and South V ia t Keb,

11 I (

.a."
a ■
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S u b je c t: P e ip in g  and liano i: M otiva tions and p robab le  R eac tio n s  to  G ulf

o f Tonkin C r is i s

i We have a ttem p ted  a  sp e c u la tiv e  re c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  m o tiv a tio n s  and
r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  Kanoi and P eip ing  in  t r ig g e r in g  th e  G ulf o f  TorJsin c r i s i s  
a n d  we p r o je c t  th e  p ro b ab le  re a c t io n s  o f bo th  A sian Corrjaunist regim es to  th e  
p re s e n t U n ited  S ta te s  re sp o n se s , m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l .  We reco g n ize  th e  
p a u c ity  o f ev idence to  su p p o rt th e  fo llo w in g  a n a ly s is  b u t o f f e r  i t  as a 
t e n t a t i v e  s e le c t io n  o f th e  more p la u s ib le  hypotheses among th o se  o ffe re d  in  
th e  i n i t i a l  phases o f Comm\mist m i l i t a r y  a c t io n .

G eneral S t r a te g ic  C o -o rd in a tio n  Setveen Hanoi and P eip ing

P r io r  to  th e  N orth Vietnamese a t ta c k s  on th e  Maddox, P e ip in g  and Hanoi 
m an ife s ted  a c lo se  c o o rd in a tio n  in  t h e i r  p u b lic  p o s tu re  and t h e i r  c o v e rt 
a c t i v i t y  v i t h  re g a rd  to  e x is t in g  and — to  them, p ro sp e c tiv e  — U nited  S ta te s  
e s c a la t io n  o f h o s t i l i t i e s  in  In doch ina . This c o o rd in a tio n , e v id en t s in ce  

' ■ e a r ly  J u ly , fo llow ed  ap p aren t h ig h - le v e l  conferences in  l a t e  June between th e
le a d e rsh ip s  o f  N orth Vietnam and Communist China. In  c o n tra s t  to  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  
d i f f e r in g  s ta tem e n ts  from  th e  two regim es l a s t  sp rin g  concern ing  th e  r i s k  of 
U .S. e s c a la t io n  and p ro b ab le  Communist re sp o n se s , P e ip in g  and Hanoi is su e d  
s ta tem en ts  in  J u ly  which suggested  an id e n t i t y  o f view w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  
s e r io u sn e ss  o f th e  U .S. t h r e a t ,  Chinese Con:munist w ill in g n e s s  to  d e te r  i t  through 
im p lied  commitments to  defend North Vietnam, and th e  p u r s u i t  o f an u n a lte re d  

* course  in  South Vietnam. The Ju l;/’ s ta tem en t s p e c i f i c a l ly  h in te d  a t  th e  e v en tu a l
i in tro d u c t io n  o f C hinese ground fo rc e s  in to  th e  Indoch inese  p e n in su la .

' These p u b lic  statem .ents were accompanied by in d ic a to r s  o f in c re a se d  m i l i ­
t a r y  c o o p e ra tio n , a t  l e a s t  in  th e  a re a  .of con tingency  p lan n in g , c e n te r in g  in  

I p a r t i c u l a r  around improvements in  N orth Vietnam ese a i r  defense  c a p a b i l i ty ,
j s tre n g th e n in g  o f j e t  a i r f i e l d s  ’ ^:etroleum  shipm ents. At th e  same tim e ,
i Hanoi p rep a red  i t s  peop le  fo r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f a i r  a t ta c k s .

GROUP 1
Excluded from au tom atic  do-vmgrading 

and d e c la s s i f ic a t io n .

FOREIGN DISSEi'-I



FOREIGN DISSEI'I

-  2  -

These developm ents occu rred  a g a in s t a  iDackground o f gro\7ing  e s tran g e n e n t 
between Hanoi and Moscov, on th e  one handj p a r a l le l e d  by in c re a se d  rapprochem ent 
between Hanoi and Peiping^ on th e  o th e r  hand. Follow ing th e  te s t - b a n  t r e a ty  
in  J u ly  1963, "but most e v id en t a f t e r  th e  Lao Dong C e n tra l Committee m eeting 
in  Hanoi l a s t  December^ H anoi’ s s h i f t  from a m iddle ground in  th e  Sino-So-viet 
r e la t io n s h ip  tu rn e d , among o th e r f a c to r s ,  around i t s  assessm ent o f  th e  p ro sp e c ts  
f o r  v ic to r y  th rough  con tinued  m i l i t a r y  a c t io n  in  South Vietnam weighed a g a in s t 
th e  r i s k  o f U n ited  S ta te s  a i r  a t ta c k s  on North Vietnam. T h is , in  t^orn, le d  to  
th e  ascendancy of th e  v ie v  in  Hanoi t h a t  P e ip in g ’s s t r a te g y  o ffe re d  b e t t e r  
a ssu ran ce  o f v ic to r y  and p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  damage th an  d id  t h a t  o f Moscow.

C r i t i c a l  in  t h i s  a sse s  'ment vas th e  apprehension  th a t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
s te a d y  U.S. e s c a la t io n  o f h o s t i l i t i e s  a g a in s t  N orth Vietnam was s u f f i c i e n t ly  
se r io u s  to  demand a n t ic ip a to r y  a c t-o n  a t  th e  le v e l  o f p u b lic  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  
a i r  a t ta c k s .  However, s u f f i c i e n t  u n c e r ta in t"  as to  th e  imminence o f th e  
th re a te n e d  a c t io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  du rin g  th e  American e le c t io n  campaign, appeared 
to  p e rm it v a rio u s  p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n s  to  d e te r  e s c a la t io n .

The Maddox A tta ck s : C o -o rd in a ted  M isca lcu la tio n ?

In  Ju ly ' P e ip in g  and Hanoi s ig n a l le d  t h e i r  ap p aren t j o i n t  w ill in g n e s s  to  
co u n te r U.S. a t ta c k s  on N orth Vietnam r a th e r  th an  damp dora Communist ag g ress io n  
in  South Vietnam. W hile t h i s  seemed to  tem per American p u b lic  sp e c u la tio n  con­
ce rn in g  th e  l ik e lih o o d  o f e s c a la t io n ,  o th e r  U .S. a s s o c ia te d  in i t i a \ . iv e s ,  as 
seen  by  th e  Communists, co n tin u ed . In  Laos American reco n n a issan ce  m issions 
and L ao tian  T- 2 8  s t r i k e s  con tin u ed  w ith  alm ost t o t a l  im punity  a g a in s t  P a th e t Lao 
t a r g e t s ,  in c lu d in g  lo g i s t i c  p o in ts  a d ja c e n t to  North Vietnam. Nor d id  Chinese 
Communist, N orth V ietnam ese, and P a th e t Lao w arnings a g a in s t  " se r io u s  conse­
quences" d e te r  O peration  T r ia n g le , a t  l e a s t  f o r  th e  tim e b e in g , from  ex tend ing  
anti-com m unist c o n tro l  over s t r a te g i c  ground in  w este rn  Laos. F in a l ly  in  
South Vietnam , a crescendo  o f c a l l s  fo r  "march North" ac_companied p u b lic  
b o a s ts  from  Saigon a u th o r i t i e s  t h a t  e s c a la t io n  a g a in s t  N orth Vietnam had indeed 
a lre a d y  begun in  th e  form o f c la n d e s tin e  a t ta c k s  by a i r ,  ground, and sea . 
A lthough Hanoi d isp a rag ed  the- e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f s o -c a l le d  "commando ra id s "  e v i­
dence e x i s t s  o f i t s  concern , p a r t i c u l a r ly  re g a rd in g  th o se  d i r e c te d  a g a in s t  i t s  
long  c o a s t l in e .

H anoi’ s problem , and u l t im a te ly  th a t  o f  P e ip in g , was to  >=,void p a s s iv i ty  
o f  a  ty p e  t h a t  would in v i te  fu th e r  punishmeno w ith o u t, a t  c,he same tim e , p ro ­
v id in g  a  p ro v o c a tio n  th a t  would t r i g g e r  f u r th e r  e s c a la t io n .  The u n esco rted  
m issio n  o f th e  vaddo:;,. c lo se  to  North Vietnamese t e r r i t o r y  and c o in c id in g  w ith  
c la n d e s tin e  South Vietnam ese a c t i v i t i e s  a long  th e  c o a s t p rov ided  an opport’o n ity  
b o th  to  dem onstrate  H anoi’s d e te rm in a tio n  to  respond  as  w e ll  as  to  im p lic a te  
th e  US p u b l ic ly  and d i r e c t l y  in  th e  "South Vietnar^ese" r a id s .

.-fiseiffiT/:':o f c r s i c -n  d i s s e !-!
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We a re  u n l ik e ly  ev er to  know v h a t c o o rd in a tio n , i f  any, o ccu rred  between 
P e ip in g  and Hanoi p r io r  to  th e  i n i t i a l  a t ta c k  on th e  Maddox. A gainst th e  
h y p o th es is  o f  such c o n s u lta t io n  i s  P e ip in g 's  known a v e rs io n  to  engagements 
which d i r e c t l y  in v o lv ed  U nited  S ta te s  fo rc e s , d ra m a tic a lly  dem onstrated  in  th e  
1958 Taiwan S t r a i t  c r i s i s  where Chinese Communist shore b a t t e r i e s  ceased  bon- 
bardm ent o f Quemoy when our sh ip s  f i r s t  e sc o r te d  Chinese N a t io n a l is t  convoys 
to  th e  is la n d . At th e  tim e , s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  we would rem ain o u ts id e  th e  th r e e -  
m ile  l im i t ,  th e  C hinese Communists resumed t h e i r  s h e l l in g  w ith in  t h a t  confined  
a re a , h i t t i n g  C hinese N a t io n a l is t  v e s s e ls  w ith o u t endangering  th e  American 
e s c o r t  s h ip s .

In  1958; however, th e  t h r e a t  o f a  U n ited  S ta te s  response  was im m ediate. 
P e ip in g  cou ld  w e ll have f e l t  t h i s  l e s s  l i k e l y  in  th e  event o f a  su c c e ss fu l 
suDrprise a t ta c k  on th e  u n esco rted  Maddox, \7h i l e  U.S. a i r c r a f t  p a t r o l l in g  
S o v ie t b o rd e rs  have been sh o t down, th e re  has been no U .S. r e t a l i a t i o n .  The 
s h ip ’s p ro x im ity  to  North Vietnam, e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  a re a  and co n tex t o f 
c la n d e s tin e  South Vietnam ese comms,ndo r a id s ,  cou ld  have been seen  as com pli­
c a t in g  American p u b lic  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f any r e t a l i a t i o n .  I n te n s i f i e d  d ip lo ­
m atic  p re s su re s  f o r  de G au l"e-type  conference  on Indochina m ight in te rv e n e  
b e fo re  a  s t a r t l e d  W ashington could  map ou t i t s  re sp o n se . Success cou ld  be 
s w if t  and disengagem ent c o s t l e s s ,  rg  in  th e  a t ta c k  on In d ia .  F a ilu re  might 
go u n p u b lic iz ed  o r be cam ouflaged w ith  subse'-^uent p o l i t i c a l  moves, a s  in  th e  
1958 bombardment o f th e  o ffsh o re  i s la n d s .

Most Im portan t f o r  Peiping," however, was th e  f a c t  t h a t  Hanoi would be 
c a r ry in g  th e  p rim ary  r i s k .  The te m p ta tio n  f o r  Hanoi was c o n s id e ra b le , rang ing  
from th e  minimum b o o st to  m orale o f w eighing in  s u c c e s s fu l ly  a g a in s t  th e  
vaun ted  American navy to  th e  maximum g a in  o f s to p p in g  f u r th e r  c la n d e s tin e  
a c t i v i t y  and denying th e  G ulf o f Tonkin to  th e  enemy, vrhether Hanoi pushed 
th e  concept or P e ip in g  urged i t ,  th e re  would n o t seem to  be any obvious d i s ­
p a r i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t  in  see in g  th e  a c t io n  a tte m p te d .. M oreover, g iv -n  th e  obvious 
im port o f  a t ta c k in g  an American v e s s e l ,  i t  seems h ig h ly  u n l ik e ly  Hanoi would 
have undertaken  t h i s  v en tu re  w ith o u t c o n su ltin g  P e ip in g , f o r  which i t  had ample 
o p p o rtu n ity  between th e  tim e when th e  Maddox was d e te c te d  and th e  tim e when 
i t  was a tta c k e d .

At t h i s  p o in t ,  a  double m is c a lc u la tio n  appears  to  have o ccu rred . P eip ing  
and Hanoi a p p a re n tly  u n d e restim ated  th e  s e v e r i ty  and swajftness o f  our response 
t o  th e  a t ta c k  on th e  Maddox. In  a d d it io n , th e y  o v e restim a ted  H anoi’ s a b i l i t y  
to  knock ou t th e  d e s tro y e r  w ith  to rp ed o  b o a ts .

However, much o f t h i s  may e x p la in  th e  i n i t i a l  a t ta c k  o f August 2 , i t  
o b v io u sly  does no t i l lu m in a te  th e  m o tiv a tio n  beh ind  th e  second a t ta c k  o f 
August Hanoi may have f e l t  t h a t  n ig h t cover would im pair cu r a i r  cover 
a  second e f f o r t  cou ld  s in k  th e  Maddox; a g a in s t  t h i s ,  i t  had to  reckon  w ith  th e
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lo s s  o f s u rp r is e .  Even more im p o rtan t, th e  in te rv e n in g  p u b lic  conm lttm ent 
o f P re s id e n t Johnson to  meet f i r e  w ith  c o u n te r f i r e  sh a rp ly  reduced , i f  i t  
d id  n o t e lim in a te , th e  l ik e l ih o o d  o f a second a t ta c k  going unpunished.

B asic S tra te g y  R eaffirm ed: The Compulsions o f C o n fro n ta tio n

At a  minimum, Hanoi knew i t s  a t ta c k  would meet a c o u n te ra tta c k  on th e  
to rp ed o  "boats in v o lv ed . At a, maximum, i t  shou ld  have contem plated  h o t p u r s u i t  
which cou ld  r e s u l t  in  a i r  s t r ik e s  a g a in s t  to rp ed o  b o a t b a se s . A cceptance of 
t h i s  g r e a te r  r i s k  may n o t have been c a r e f u l ly  vreighed in  p ro longed c o n s u lta tio n  
w ith  P e ip in g , b u t i t s  accep tance  would be c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  .b a s ic  p o s tu re  
s tru c k  by Hanoi — and supported  by P e ip in g  — du rin g  th e  p rev io u s  s ix  months, 
i . e . ,  th e  w ill in g n e s s  to  s u f f e r  U n ited  S ta te s  a i r  s t r ik e s  in  o rd er to  pursue 
th e  war in  South Vietnam. I f  Hanoi cou ld  be d e te r re d  from i t s  course  o f 
a c t io n  in  th e  G ulf o f Tonkin by r e l a t i v e l y  lo w -co st a e r i a l  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  how 
cou ld  i t  persuade i t s  enemy i t  would s t i c k  to  th e  p re s e n t course  in  South 
Vietnam when g rea .te r c o s ts  were involved?

In  s h o r t ,  having  assxired i t s  peop le  and th e  w orld  t h a t  i t  would n o t compro­
m ise in  th e  fa c e  o f  th re a te n e d  e s c a la t io n ,  Hanoi may have f e l t  com pelled to  prove 
t h i s  p o in t  w ith  th e  Maddox. Once th e  i n i t i a l  a t ta c k  ab o rte d , th e  consequences 
o f  p a s s iv i t y  became more s e r io u s , as d id  th e  consequences o f f u r th e r  a c tio n . 
P u b lic  s i le n c e  was p ru d e n t, even f 'o u g h  th e  elem ent o f s u rp r is e  was gone, s in ce  
th e  a t ta c k  might f a i l .  D en ia l t h a t  i t  ev er o ccu rred  fo llo s/ed  from th a t  f a i l u r e ,  
w hereas a d m ittin g  th e  i n i t i a l  a s s a u l t  supported  th e  a l le g a t io n  th a t  Maddox 
m issio n s  were n o t p e a c e fu l b u t s c r e e n e d  c o v e r t South Vietnam ese a t ta c k s  a g a in s t 
Korth Vietnam ese t e r r i t o r y .

P e ip in g ’ s prompt and p u b lic  o f f i c i a l  su p p o rt fo r  Hanoi fo llo w in g  our a i r  
s t r i k e s ,  a s s e r t in g  th a t  a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t  Worth Vietnam was a g g re ss io n  a g a in s t 
Communist China, su g g ests  t h a t  P e ip in g  c e r t a in ly  a c c e p te d .th e  consequences o f 
H anoi’ s sem n d  a t ta c k  even i f  i t  d id  no t e^qj'f’e s s ly  acquic3ce 'beforehand. P eip ing  
had no t u t te r e d  t h i s  p re c is e  fo rm u la tio n  p re v io u s ly  nor was i t  com pelled to  do 
so a t  t h i s  tim e , in  th e  absence o f any con tin u ed  a t ta c k s  on N orth Vietnam.
Indeed , what ev idence i s  a t  hand makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e lie v e  P e ip in g  a ttem pted  
any r e s t r a i n t  between th e  two a t ta c k s  and more l i k e ly  t h a t  i t  supported  H anoi’s 
w il l in g n e s s  to  p e r s i s t .
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AP ITEM S ARE BASED ON LE TTE R  DATED' JULY ^S'FROM VN,ICC L IA I^ cJn ‘'i' -;';- 
MISSION TO ICC PROTESTING CAI BE ATTACK (EMBTEL 259)'. L E T T E R , ; 
COPIES OF WHICH HAVE BEEN POUCHED D EPT, S TA TE S : -^ACCORDING TO,-u 
WITNESSES FORCES MAKING ATTACK ON SUNG HIEUv>CCACBE) WERE 'A ''•
261 AND 514 BATTALIONS OF REGULAR ARMY.OF NORTH'VN, AND. DECAPITATE 
BODIES (L E T TE R  STA TES 42 VC BODIES, 8 DECAPITATED, DISCOVERED^IN 
CFN 279 128 2 4PM 323 28 259 261-514-42 8 .  ̂ ■

• •• , v  ^

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 05A 0-0 N T !  P R “N T  I  A L-  • .
TRENCH 200 METERS FROM, CAI BE) WERE THOSE OF OFFICERS WHO c6MM,ANDE 
THESE BATTALIONS AND OF CERTAIN. CHICOM ADVTSORS K ILLED  DURING‘ j- r.:• 
ATTACK. PRESENCE OF LA TTER  WITH VC RANKS REVEALED BY ORDERS 'X  ^ ' 
IN CHINESE h ea rd  DURING ASSAULT. VC COMMANDER APPARENTLY 
DECAPITATED BODIES TO PREVENT TH E IR , ID EN TIFIC A TIO N ."- , ..

m) .

COL. -AN, HEAD VN M ISSIO N ,' INFORMED EMBOFFICER LE TTE R  BASED .ON -INFO 
FROM W ITNESSES WHO INTERROGATED BY ICC FIXED ^ft/?], PARTIcULARLY -.:- . .
2 VC-PRISONERS AND D IS TR IC T CHIEF. AN SAID VC PRISONERS STATED : - 
"AUTUMN c a d r es?’ (APPARENTLY SENT FOR VC AUTUMN CAMPAIGN) FROM ' 
DRV HAD "TRAINED AND DIRECTED" -261 BN. NOTjCLEAR WHETHER 
PRISONERS MADE SAME STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO 514TH.. AN SAID HE 
had INTENDED H IS  L E T T E R 'TO  INDICATE THAT THESE WERE REGULAR DRv 
TROOPS a t t a c k in g .UNDER COVER THAT THEY LOCAL "LIBERA TIO N ".FO RC ES. 
HE s a id  t h e r e  was NO E V ID m g TH A T THESE WERE REGULAR PAVN 
b a t t a l io n s  w h ic h  had ENTERED SVN AS U N ITS . AN EXPLAINED HE WAS 
OBLIGED TO PHRASE H IS  LE TTE R  -TO- SHOW'STRONG LIN K  BETWEEN DRV AND- 

SINCE OTHERWISE*POLES WOULD HOLD THAT,THESE- WERE INTERNAL '
. VN FORCES WHOSE ACTIONS DID NOT FALL UNDER GENEVA ACCORDS. AN > •' 
'SA ID  HE MUST-MAKE STRONG ACCUSATION. IN: ORDER O0TA1N ICC' ACTION,

AND HE WISHED FOLLOW, UP' ON'jFIXED’TEAM.,INVESTIGATION. ,
CFN 2 261 '■

J>ROHIBITEO UNLESS "UNCIASSIREO"
r .

DECLASSIFIED
1 Authority /?AiL €j<rnD

NARA, jCEflOX FROM QUICK C (« =
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- 2 -  2 7 9 ,  AUGUST 2 ,  k PM, FROM SAIGON ' l  ̂  ̂ H ^  

; PAGE 5 RUMJIR 0 5 A ^ e - < r W ^ X ' I ~ P ~ g ~ N, t " i :  A
j . ■ . -f-1* J i-' • •
_0N p r e s e n c e :  o f - C H I C O M ‘. a d v i s o r s ,  . a n  q u o t e d  d i s t r i c t  c h i e f  who*;: 
lPfl^t.l(^LPf}'T£J) in  d e f e n s e  CAI BE AS SAYING THAT HE SAW CHINESE - WHO I ' j f  

: . • VDISTINGUISHA3LE BECAUSE THEY WERE TALLER THAN VIETNAMESE ANDN^vrif ’j'" 
• jSHOUTED ORDERS IN CHINESE. AN SAID S0>3E OF DECAPITATED CORPSES

'  V r f . i l T D U  T a I I  M C K T  'a  K m  T l f A T '  n r ' r i r i  m  r »  r x  r *  . n i  ♦ T r i  r» * j  •  r - ^ i ^ r .  r »  a  T  T  M r »  * ^ V

H

PRESENCE CHINESE AND THAT SOME CHINESE FROM SVN WERE KNOWN l ( f  BB
-  . -■ IN VC U N ITS . STATED .HOWEVER THAT FACT THEY GIVING ORDERS LED-TO ;,'.rJ j 

v - f PRESUMPTION THEY CHICOM AND SPEGULATijoV THAT E ITH ER  DRV HAS ■
W:: -- ' ASKED FOR CHINESE ADVISORS BECAUSE ’ OF iSHORTAGE LEADERS, OR CHlNESE-i 
; -.HAD SENT SUCH ADVISORS'TO DIRECT RECENTLY. STEPPED UP ATTACK^., .î rv:

■'iJ
MACV HAS ACCEPTED EXISTENCE S IN C E*’1962-'’OF 2 6 l' AS MAIN VC 

; BATTALION AND 514 AS PROVINCIAL VC BN BOTH OF WHICH FREQUENTLY -
.OPERATE IN AREA-NEAR CAI BE . ALSO ACCEPTS PRESENCE CADRE TROM • ’ 
NOR-TH IN 261 S T . NEITHER MACV NOR GVN HIGH COMMAND HOWEVER .ACCEPT '

, • -PARTICIPATION ANY'PAVN U N ITS  AS SUCH IN ATTACK ON *CAl BE . • Al T̂HOUGH:.? 
THERE HAVE BEEN NUMBER 'UNCONFIRMED .REPORTS' AlLBGBPl■ ■

v̂ - - ; PARTICIPATION CHICOM ADVISORS WITH VC; U N ITS , ACCORDING MACV .TH E R E M  
.NO TIRM  EVIDENCE to  SUPPORT SUCH:REPORTS, INaUDING ALLEGED

• .■ rCFN 1961 261 514 261 ST v fe: - ■ ■ - J  >•- ‘ 'v -M
Page 4 r u m j ir  05a c o n i  -d -e '

7 ’ CHICOM p a rt ic ip a tio n  ATTACK ON CAI BE. MACV HAS ARRANGED FOR '•
DIRECT ACCESS TO CAI BE POWS IN  ORDER OBTAIN ALL PO SSIBLE INFO 
ON UN ITS p a r t ic ip a t in g  IN CAI BE; ATTACK. W ILL REPJ3RT FINDINGS AS

• SOON AS a v a ila b le . . ; . \

: Be lie ve  we sh o u ld 'c o n fin e  o u r .c o m m e n t s  on the se  gvn a l l e g a t i o n s ' :|j,
TO F act we ha ve  n o t-s e e n -e v id e n c e  r e f e r r e d  t o  w hic h  we und£ r s t a n d '̂ ^

. ' BEING in v e s t ig a t e d  BY ICC AND..REFERRING , QUEST IONS TO GvN. WE WILLi-K’
ALSO SUGGEST COL. AND HE SEEK^ IN FUTURE AVOID MORE SENSATIONAL
charg es u n l e s s  SUBSTAW r/^epIN 'O RDER avoid  EMBARRASSMENT.
PO SSIBLE rvTTMTAt n v n .  <5 . AXin '̂AttC*e-TTr.MTMr. nv - .< /

.C R ED IB IL ITY ,
: ■ : T aylo r

v  NOTE: ADVANCE COPY
' '  -  PASSED WHltE-
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W  SOME TIM E WE HAVE BEEN GIVING CONSIDERATION HERE TO THE . •-. 
^^POSSIBILITY OF THE INTRODUCTION INTO NVN OF J E T  AIRCRAFT, .
! E ITH E R  INTERCEPTORS OF MIG-17 TY PE , LIG HT BOMBERS OF IL - 2 8  TYPE' 
rOR BOTH. 'SEVERAL COMBINATIONS-ARE PO SSIBLE , THE INTERCEPTORS - 
[APPEARING WITH THE BOMBERS, WITHOUT THE BOMBERS (WHICH ARE NOW 
I,IN BETTER  POSITION. ON HAINAN ISLAND THAN THEY WOULD BE ON NVN . 
l F IE L D S ) ,  OR WITH THE BOMBERS STAGING IN AND OUT. WHILE THE PLANES

MIGHT INCLUDE CHICOMS.
V- > . /  ( F IE L D S ) ,  OR W liH  THE BOMEEKS SfAGING. IN AN 

’ ' •- [ w o uld . PROBABLY BEAR DRV MARKINGS. P ILO TS M
■ ■ ■ ’-V- ■ ' i :  y - A - '  ■ i--

A CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR US IN SVN. THERE  
t-'- ' iWOULD BE CONSIDERABLE ALARM BOTH REAL AND SIMULATED IN GVN OVER

[t h e  a ir  d e f e n s e  of urba n  t a r g e t s  in  svn  w hic h  could l e a d  to
>  . -•-'vV'i;'- • .[URGENT REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL US HELP IN FORM OF’ J E T  IN TERC EPTS
• r’ !; :Ivr>;:v. Ic iv iL  d e f e n s e  and j e t  bo m bers  fo r  v n a f . t h e r e  could  b e  an u p s u r g :

> r  (IN THE propaganda TO "MARCH NOfi^H". IN ORDER TO WIPE OUT TH E  NEW

■ ■

-  .V/V-^v- ^  TO t h e  ACTUAL m il i t a r y  s ig n if ic a n c e , THERE WOULD BE 'L IT T L E . .
•rEFFECT ON NIGHT AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST NVN SUCH AS THOSE CONDUCT! 
iUNDER; PLAN 34A. IN THE CASE OF DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS, WE WOULD 
HAVE TO GIVE INCREASED CAP FOR US RECCE MISSIONS OVER LAOS. BUT 
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EFFEC T WOULD BE TO VOID THE USE OF VNAF A 
A -H 'S  IN DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS OVER NVN WITHOUT PRIOR ELIMINATION  

[OF THE MIG THREAT OR WITHOUT ’A CAP'OF US FIG H TERS. IN OTHER 
W0RDS|^J\SSVMIN6;.AS. WE. MUST^iTHAT'uVNAF:. NIGHT B OMB G ...WOULD BE VERY

4 r /• • 'J- •
An.' r'*.*

' ' i  T h i s  c o p y  m ) l s t  I w  r e t u r n e d  t o . R M t i k ^ e e t i a i ' t i l e s  w i t h  n o ! ^ ^ !
1:M : / 7 —»-> . • *ss>cNco to; •'* V-

■kctS
TAKCN IT'- - . -  . I - - - i-OATl 0 <̂-
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if-

I

I

iiNACCURATE,"NO EFFEC TIV E AIR ATTACK AGAINST NVN TARGETS COULD NOT,  
BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT INVOLVING US COMBAT AIRCRAFT FROM O UTSET. ,T>}E 
VNAF-FARMGATE OPTION FOR BOMBING NVN TARGETS WITHOUT OVERT US 
PRESENCE WOULD BE LO ST, ' , ; ' ; i; \  ■ ' •

I T  SEEMS IMPORTANT HERE TO THINK THROUGH TH IS  SCENARIO'OF \ .■ 
POSSIBLE EVENTS AND REACH SOME GENERAL AGREEMENT AS TO THE 
RESPONSE USG SHOULD MAKE I F  T H IS  CONTINGENCY A R ISES . FROM 
VIEWPOINT SAIGON, I T  APPEARS THAT WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DO

t  /N T  1 T  *. '  '  . » . * u .FOLLOWING: t, . A.

/■A .'in tr o d u c e ! US INTERCEPTORS AND POSSIBLY HAWK M IS S ILE S  INTO SVN. '
;-r ... . ;V,A  ̂  ̂ ■ . , - •
;B . IN IT IA T E  HEAVILY'ESCORTED US RECCE'OVERFLIGHTS OF NVN. MIG’ S •; 
:W0ULD HAVE TO STAY DOWN IN HUMILITATION ,0R R IS E  TO BE DESTROYED.

■ fr. - -  ••
ATrACK DRV AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND OR-IN AIR AS NECESSARY T O - .  .S' / ; C .

1 I ?CA?RY OUT APPROVED'AIR M ISSIO NS. ‘ ' • / ’

'G p -i. '."v -

L' (FN '285 132 17 12 .19 JiIG-17, IL -2 8 '3 4 A  1 -H 'S  G P - lL f *
-iw *.* - i
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V.f;
t

K y

'i - ‘'^ ^ --^ --A S S Y  LOMdSn "  ^ 7 C

- f f - r  1 i) i! N' i i" A L Ao’TIOsJ  DEPT b A l t O N 2 9  
OTIA'-'A

3RETHES CACTIM3 DIRECTOR A S I A N  A F F A i i i y . SKUV.' iW^^OUNSil^OR
* » »  » »  — *  —  i W S  i .  ^  y t im»

j K A H S n n r i t  COMMERCIALLY IvHICH P RO TES T:  
DRV I f R R l T O R Y  CONDUCHED, 3-Y--l{S"AaiD\

C - ? L E  FR C “ flOixTK V I  F O w « I N  X U A N ^ ^ U Y  TO CUUVE
dk'-- £D AUc’JST ;  ^^•0 
'  AGG^^ESSiOMS’
I T 5  S G j T H  VIETi' iAM^SE AMJ LAfrTjI AN “ P U P P E T S  i^iND' A G E N T i i ^ ^  j  
T1LIC-^;AM M£r-1TICNS F I V E  A T l A C K S  i  NCLUDi-i^G' US NAVAL " 3 0 : - ; ^ D M E N T  
OF COASTAL C I T I E S  P R I O R  TO TWO MADDOX I N C I D Z N T b . " ^ L A T T E R  ARE  
KOT S P E C I F I C A L L Y  MENTIONED D E S P I T E  H A N O I ’ S  P U S L I C  A D M I S S I O N

PAGE 2  R U F G yP  2 2 3  G U I ' 1 5  L W T .1 A b --------
F I R S T  EN3A3EMENT TOOK PLACE* AND TELEGRAM DWELLS R a TKER 
0;':5 ATTACKS MENTIONED I N  H A N O I ’ S  HIGH COMMAND D r . C L A R A l I  ON 
AL'GUST 5  AS .WELL AS USE OF LAO TER R IT O R Y  FOR A I R  ATTACKS  
CN NORTH V IE T N A M .  TELEGRAM S T A T E S  DRV A P P E A L I N G ' T O  CO­
P R E S I D E N T S  AND ICC GOVTS TO I NT E RV EN E  WITH USG AND GOVTS  
SOUTH VIETNAM AND LAOS TO C E AS E  THESE A C T I V I T I E S ,  WHICH 
ARE C O N S I D E R E D  D I V E R S I O N A R Y  E X T E N S I O N S  OF I M P E R I A L I S T  
WAR I N  SOUTH V IE T NA M . C U R IO U S L Y  ENOUGH, NO MENTION MADE 
OF NEW GENEVA CONFERENCE AND TELEGRAM DOES NOT APPEAR  
C O N ST IT U T E  D I R E C T  A PPEAL TO FRENCH 6 0 V T  FOR ANY S P E C I F I C  
DIP L OM AT IC  I N T E R C E S S I O N .

3RE TH E S S A I D  THAT NOTHING HEARD FROM FRENCH D E LE G A T IO N  I N  
HANOI AS YET AND C H I E F  OF M I S S I O N  A B S E N T . '  C O N V ER S A TIO N  U IT H  
C H I N E S E  REPORTED EM3TEL ANTEDATES SECOND MADDOX I N C I D E N T ,
AND F I R S T  NOT BROACHED. THUS ONLY I N D I C E S  CHINE;5E AND 
NORTH V IE T N A M E SE  P O S I T I O N S  ARE I N  P U B L I C  STATEMENTS Ort 
PR OPAGACDA-TYPE t e l e g r a m  MENTIONED ABOVE.

BRETHES S A I D  THAT FRENCH P O S I T I O N  I N  NEW YORK AND ELSEWHERE  
BEING T E L E G u I D E D  BY DE GAULLE FROM COLOMBEY, BUT I N D I C A T E D

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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- 2 -  7 0 2 ,  AUGUST 6 ,  5  I M ,  FROM: P A R I S  

C O N FID EN T IALL Y  THAT COUVE,  WHO I S  ALSO AWAY I N  SOUTH,

PAGE 3  RijFGWP 2 2 0  ^  n w F  T n  t  t  a l .
AND QUAI S E R V I C E S  AGREE WITH P O S I T I O N  TAKEN 5 Y  AMB ST E V E N S O N ,  
I . E . ,  t h a t  b o t h  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  VIETNAMESE SHOULD BE ALLOWED 

,T 0  APPEAR BEFORJE S C .  DE GAULLE D E C I S I O N  ON T H I S  AND OTHER 
A SPEC TS NOT YET T a KEN.

BRETHES S A I D  H I S  OWN F E E L IN G  WAS THAT ATTACKS ON US S H I P S  
NOT CLEARED B Y ,H A N O I  WITH P E I P I N G ,  WHICH PROBABLY TAKEN BY 
S U R P R I S E  I F  ONE I S  TO JUDGE BY TARDY PROPAGANDA R E AC T ION AND 
NON-COMMITAL NATURE OF C H I N E S E  DECLARATIONS THUS FAR.
WHILE I T  TOO EARLY TO PREJUDGE C H I N E S E  D E C I S I O N ,  BRETHES  
WAS d o u b t f u l  TH a T THEY WOULD UNDERTAKE ANY M A SSIV E  R E T A L I A T I O N ,  
PARTICULARLY I F  MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON M A IN T A IN  PRESENT  
D I S P O S I T I O N S  TO L I M I T  DAMAGE. BRETHES THOUGHT P E I P I N G  
PROBABLY F u l l y  a w a r e  i t  u n a b l e  t a k e  on  s e v e n t h  FLEET a n d  
HE WAS d o u b t f u l  Ha NOI WOULD WELCOME D IS PA T C H  OF C H I N E S E .
TROOPS TO NORTH V IETN A M, GIVEN- PR E V IO U S E X P E R IE N C E S  WITH 
C H I N E S E .  HE THOUGHT HANOI JUDGED I T S E L F  CAPABLE OF DEFENDING  
TERRITORY WITH OWN TROOPS.  ATTACKS ON US S H I P S  WERE PERHAPS ; 
TO BE VIEWED A S  HANOI ATTEMPT E L I C I T  COMMUNIST S O L I D A R I T Y ,  
INC L U D IN G t h a t  OF MOSCOW, WHILE DEMONSTRATING NORTH VIETNAMESE  
CAPACITY FOR DEFENDIN G I T S E L F .  BRETHES THOUGHT HANOI  
MIGHT ALSO HAVE MISJUDGED NATURE OF US R E S P O N S E ,  PARTICULARLY/

PAGE 4  RUFGWP 2 2 0  «■ 
USE OF AIRPOWER.

COMMENT:'- FOR MOMENT FRENCH T A C T I C S  DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE ' 
BEEN WORKED OUT, BUT,  WE DOUBT THEY WILL CHANGE T H E IR  ' #  
f u n d a m e n t a l . P O S I T I O N  AGAINST M IL I T A R Y  .ACTION AND I N  
FAVOR INT E R NA TION A L  CONFERENCE. -  G P - 3 ,  LYON <
.BT,,... VI-
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TO RL'E îCR/SECSTATi: V.'ACHDC 
IN’FO RLIMJlP/A'^r^2ftSSY SAIGÔ :, 
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■OIJAI V IF.T MAM d e s k  (R IC H ER) T E L L S  US THAT  ̂1^107^
t h e o r i z e s  THAT DRV ADVENTURE IN TONKIN GULFI TOOK'PLACE .. ‘1 .̂ ! 1
V/ITHOL'T CHICOT  ̂ FOREKNOWLEDGE. ACTION .PROBASbY-OCCURRED ' ' ‘I i • )
AS EFFO RT t o ' DEMONSTRATE TO POPULATION AMD .OUTSIDE '■-'ORLD'T .■,' r;.' !
•.that DRV IN 3 IG -LEARUE 3 Y'S'iN KIN G  US DESTROYERV.ND "AS i
R I P O S T E - F O P  RECENT SVW G U E R IL L A  A C T I V I T I E S  U f N V N . r j ;  ) V - |  - r ^ V .  :i ' 
IM SUPPORT T H I S  A N A L Y S I S  R IC H E R  ADDUCED SL O W ’ C H I N E S E - '  ‘ '’.r > ?
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T ^ f T T r i r '
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PAGE T'.-'0 .RUFGVP 3 1 0  4 r  U ■'! f  T D  £
R E A C T I O N ,  OVEP’-'EENING S E L F - C O N F I D E N C E  OF NORTH V i i l T N A M E S E ' -  !, ••. >.• 
VHOSE TE'^PER,ANENT D I F F E R S  FROM ^WORE-CALCULATING C H I N E S E , '  ;j . I > .
AND C O N V IC T I O N  THAT DRV WOULD HAVE B R ID L E D  AT TAKING A LL v#. . - r ‘
R I S K S  OF OPERATION MASTERMINDED 3 Y  P E L P I N G .  J^ICHER ADDEDi ■ \
THAT OUAI D 0 U 3 T E D  MORE COMPLEX T H E O R IZ I N G  GOING ON I N  
THAT C H I N E S E  OR DRV WISHED- TO FORCE S O V I E T  .HAND. ' • '

RICHER TH O U G H T'iT. U N LIK ELY  DE GAULLE Â JOULD WISH AT T H IS  '

i

•CONCERN THAT 'PRO -G AULLIST PRESS HAS DISPLAYED LARGELY ; .1..;'.;
lU N ^ IEO TLV  a t t i t u d e  toward "US -OVER 'AFFAIR..:.;
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IK A CALL OK CADIZUX (UMDZR SECPJITARY E ^ A F J ) :  ON ANOTHER  
MATTER PZPOHTED SEPAP.ATELY,  C A D IE U X  V O L W T E E R E & 'S O M E  
S P E C U L A T IO N  ALONG THE FOLLOWING L I N E S  AS TO WHAT MIGJiT  
K A \ ^  BEEN THE M O T IV AT IO N  FOR THE NWI ATTACKS' ON AUGUST 2
K;:D AUGUST a .  KE s a i d  t h a t  H I S  E X P E R IE N C E  IN HANOI HAD

TAUGHT HIM THAT THAT Pi lGIME HAD BECOME SO k s S T T l b  F O R C E - A S  
Ai; INST?.U:-!ENT OF I T S  P O L I C Y  THAT I T  RARELY EMPLOYED  
A:JY OTHER I N S T R U ! iE N T .  THEY MAY HAVE REASONXD THAT THEYv COULD 
HA>;E a t t a c k e d  t h e  MADDOX a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  THE TURNER J 6 T ^ '  
S U C C E S S F U L L Y  AND U I T H  I M P U N I T Y .  HE FOLLOWED T H I S  BY S A Y m c T

-  THAT HE THOUGHT THE U . S .  R E T A L I A T I O N ,  PA R T IC U L A R L Y  A G A I N S T  
T r Z  NVI^ SU P P O R T IN G  F A C I L I T I E S ,  CAUGHT THEM BY S U R P R I S E ,

'  THAT I T  U A S  A COMTI!JGENCY FOR WHICH T nE Y  PROBABLY HAD NOT  
. . .  P L A N N E D .  HE CONCLUDED BY S A Y I N G  THAT " H I S  NAVY P E O P L E "
-  HAD TOLD HIM THAT A PR OPERLY EXECUTED ATTACK BY P T  BOATS  

A G A I N S T  A DESTROYER WOULD NOPi^ALLY BE S U C C E S S F U L  AND THE 
HANOI PZGIME I N  ALL P R O B A B I L I T Y  ASSU1>IED THAT T H E I R  F I R S T  
M I S S I O N  WOULD BE S U C C E S S F U L .  HAVING F A I L E D ,  THEY T R I E D  

" G A J N .  -  . . ■

CFN 2 4 4

BUTTERUORTH
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V

CIN C P A C  FOR P O L a'D

DEPARTMENT’ S  A TTEN TION  CALLED TO AUGUST 6  L I B E R A T I O N  BROA DC AST­
ING s t a t i o n  BROADCAST CARRYING MESSAGE FROM " H I G H  -OMMAND OF 

FORCES FOR L I B E R A T I O N  OF SVN TO HIGH COMMAND D R v  AR;-iED 
F O R C E S , "
J'jESSiiGE P R A I S E S  DRV ARMED FORCES FOR HAVING " D E A L T ' H E A V Y  BLOW
TO ADVENTUROUS A C T I V I T I E S  OF US I M P E R I A L I S T S , "  VHI.CH I S  S A I D
TO REVE.AL V I E T N A i-jE S E  P E O P L E ’ S  ARMY DETER.'^INATION TO S A F E G U A R D ^
S0VE-REII3NTY DRV P E O P L E .  GOES ON TO P L E D G E :  ".ARMED FO RC E S FOR
LIB E R A T T O N  OF SVN C O N S I D E R  THEMSELVES R E S P O N S I B L E  FOR S T E P P I N G
UP ATT.ACK A G A IN S T  AND .A N N IHILATION .AND D E S T R U C T I O N  OF ENEMY
ON ALL B a TT*LEFIELDS TO CONTRIBUTE TO PROTECTION OF NORTHERN
P.ART OF FATHERL.AND. T H I S  I S  SACRED M I S S I O N  OF .ALL P E O P L E  IN
WHOLE C O U N T R Y ."  US WilA;a£'i>TH.AT I F  IT CAR R IE D  OUT FURTHER ACTS
OF " A G G R E S S I O N  AGA IN S T  D R V ,  THEY yOLT-D H.AVE TO FACE ARMED
FORCES .a n d  PE O P L E  OF ’aIHOLE COU N TR Y ."  ‘

\

COMMENT; V H I L E  VC PROP AG .AND A PAST FEW MONTHS HAS BEGUN TO 
RELATE w a r  I N  SVN W I T H ' D E F E N S E  OF N V N ,  T H I S  STATEMENT I S  BY 
F.AR STRONGEST E X P R E S S I O N  YET OF T H I S  THEME. TAYLOR  
5T ' ■
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ACTION: SECSTATE 4 l2  PR IO R ITY

INFO: LONDON 62 
PARIS 52 
SAIGON 8

D A TE :' AUGUST 8 , MIDNIGHT

REF EM3TEL 1085 '

UNDER COVER NOTE i|6/USA AUGUST 7 M F^TT^NSM ITTED TO EMBASSY 
VIA MESSENGER COPY OF DRV FORMIN L E p t fP o F , JULY 15 CONCERNING 
ALLEG&D US MISCONDUCT SOUTH VIETNAM'AND^PLOT TO EXPAND JT  
(WAR) -TO WHOLE OF INDO-CHINA," AS WELL ASJDECLARATI ON-OF DRV 
ON OCCASION lOTH ANNIVERSARY OF STRUGQLe^FbR_^l MPLEMENTATI ON OF 
GENEVA agreements FOR PEACEFUL UN IF  I CAVrd'NvQF-'V I ETNAM, " ,  ALSO 
DATED JULY I 5 . FRENCH AND PRESUMABLY OTHER GENEVA POWERS ALSO 
R EC IP IEN TS ',

MFA DID NOT TRANSMIT DRV DOCUMENTS "ON BEf^^LP^ ''SO V CO-CHAi-RMAN 
OF GENEVA I 95I+ CONFERENCE" (R E FTE L ) BUT ONLY S T A T p  T H E Y ^ A N S -  
M ITTING  MESSAGE "ADDRESSED TO CO-CHAIRMEN." ‘

EMBASSY HAS NOW LEARNED FROM B R IT IS H  THAT THEY RECEIVED JULY 
15 LE TTE R  AND DECLARATION FROM SOVS AND V̂ ERE SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED 
IN JULY 31 BY LAPIN WHO EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR DRV PO SITIO N AND 
PROPOSED co-chairmen CIRCULATE DOCUMENTS. B R IT IS H  HERE HAVE NOT 
SINCE REPLIED  PROPOSAL.

STO ESSEL

LM

r  ' L IM ITED  O FFIC IAL USE REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED*'
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Action

FE
Info
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ZriR

0 3  2 5 £ ? Z  Zi^H,------------- ).
?i-i 5';-:2 MSASsv{yvE?J?0 A /
VO ^Û 'JuH/AMCOs'SGS!  ̂ KGi3GuG:<
I '̂FO RfJZKC/SECSTATE UKSHZKGTOr'3'
BT , ‘
U^C US  ACTiC?  ̂ rfCN6h'0:'3G 0?:2 li'JFO DSP

J3 IH T e ;̂q a ssy/ u s i s  , • ; ■ ‘

KOwSKOrOG 2 •: ■•"•• . ■ « 
DZPT PASS ySlA  i • • '

, . . . .a O r (  0  3  3'
-g'oUpG :3 jjp :^  I 5 5

>7G, FRĈ  ̂ ViEr!f?A,TKIRD,

\

6

K"JkZ!lR A?ji3i:S7 S ■'PUBLISKZD TWO PORTISCH tf^tSRVirjSs FIRST 
V:-VH FCHwiM CTfirN̂  YI SIMULTÂ 'JEGUSLY REL^IASSD-PdV '̂IwG, S'tLCOWDr'
UI?H UrvlDZNTIFISD ”KiGHES? LEVEL" WEH3ER • GOVERK̂ iilK?- CF RAlvK 
”nOT Ik'FERIOH" t o  chew YI UKICH ALSO SEEN B'^PZKIKG AUTHORITIES. 
C7w 27(S 2 ! . ■

0

PAGE 2  h-TiFWC S 0 4  UiJCLftS / - •
FOLLO;;IIs^G SUTl'-'ARY CMEt^ Y I  I N T E R V I E W E D :  f i )  nS- ' !S_UARr'3ED. ,^' ' . ;  
A3C71C3T E X P A N D I N G  VIETNAI-; UAI^: VIETNAM A!^D O T n ^  i : !D OGHIKA  
PZiGBLEMS 3 E  SOLVED ONLY THHCUGH PEA C EFU L i J E G G T I A l i O r ^ S t  
C2> TKERE I S  ?30 C ON T RA D IC T IO N  BETWEEN BA^;DU^’G P R i ^ ’ C I P L E S - ' ^ ^ ^ ^ -  . 
PE^iCEFuL COEXISTEIvCE AMD C H I N E S E  S U P P O R T  yORLD. R E V O L m ' I u i r ? . ^ ^ " -
fv ; " ;X IS ? '» L ‘ErvIK'ISM D I C T A T E S  SU P P O R T  REVOLOTIOi^ARY S T k'TTGGLES^__ '
I H I C K  ACTUALLY SE R V E  PEACE BY t'EAKErJiKG I K P E I ^ I A L I S M #  COLOI^IALISM  
C 3 )  P E K I N G  S O L I D A R I T Y  WITH A F R O - A S I a N  NATIOIv’S  N'OT ir^TElIDED  
CREATE ” JOIK^T F'^Ci^T OF W0r^-EU?50?EAW K’ATIOf^S A G a I K S T  ALL wTATZCMS 
P*7 EUROPE A:'ID KORTH AMERICA ” B?jT TO SU P P O R T  'STR17GGLE A G A I K S ?  
" v : . ;P 2 t?T aL IS M  AKD OLD AND MEvJ COLOr'JIALISv=!‘* WITHOUT GECG^^^PHIC 
L " ” i T A T I 0 r ^ 3 ?  C A' i  P E K I N G  V i L L i r J G  N E G O T IA T E  ^^ITH US? R E L A T I G : : S  
"IJCULD CHAcJGE I H i r E D l A T E L Y  I F  US I J l T H u K E y  I T S  AR^rED FORCES  
f r o : - ]  T A I U A N  AMD S TR A ITS  OF TAIUAW A*3D ABAWDOKED H O S T I L E  
FO  ̂ "^CY t o w a r d  c h i n a :  "  C5) P E K I N G  U I L L I ? 5 6  EXPAND TRADE U I T H  
a L  CCUr^TRIES AMD E S T A B L I S H  D I P L O H A T I C  R E L A T I O N S  V U H  EVERY  
COuIiT^Y “ O B S E R V I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  E Q U A L I T Y ,  KUTUAL I N T E R E S T  AKD 
i rv / iUAL R E S P E C T  FO R SOVEREIG?v’TY» T E R R I O T O R I A L  I N T E G R I T Y  OTHER S i L
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UNCLASSIFIED 

- 2 -  2 7 6 , AUGUST 3 , FROM VIENI7A

FOL?-Cl :̂\'’G SlV'MARY K-JTEWiEv; !jir iD £ tv TIF IED  OFFICIALS MOSCOW D ISTO RTS  
TRUTM /iCOUT CHIMA KOK’S TKAiv UASKIHGTCWs PEKING DOES f30T UANT

PAGE 3 R O F W C  SG4 UrvCLAS ' '
UAR Â D̂ CA\m'?OT start IT SIIX'E iT  LACKS LOiviG-RAKGE PLANES AMD 
ADEOUATE l>5AVY: TIME WILL SETTLE PROBLEMS KOWG KOi>JG,. FOrlMOSA,
MACAO UHICH tlAY TJOT SE ”L?EEh'ftTED'* FOR 20 YEARS OR MORE—
"THEKEFORE ».'̂ E irEED NOT ’>?AG£ v.;aRoo»17E OPPOSE ANY KIND OF AGGRESSION..

CAMrv’CT yVM OUR WAT!0’iv’'S  SUPPORT FOR Al'J AGGRESSIGU; "VOLUNTARY” 
yiTHDRA';»AL FROM IMDlAi-J TERRITORY PROVES PEACEFUL Itv’TErviTIONS.

Ch’ IK^A DOES NOT \ 'EED T E R R IT O R Y  BEYOHD I T S  B O R D E R S :  COUiv'TRY CAN 
•FEED At-iOTHER SOO M I L L I O N  OR E v E ‘.: U O R E j  S l f ' j K l A N a  ALOHE CUITH  
S I X  t - ; I L L i O i j  i iW A B IT A f 'S T S  MOU) COULD F E E D  A?̂ ‘OTHER 5 0  i r i L L I O ; ? ;  
a i l N E S E  P O P n L A T iO W  EXPLOSIO;^' U i L L  NOT CO:^TIK'?jE, B IR T K  
CC^'5TR0L .CA^-'PAIGN’ I S  TAKING E F F E C T ;  "HUMBER OF B I R T H S  HAS  
DECREASED S I Z E a B L Y . » . T H E  ST-AMDARD OF L I V I N G  MUST R I S E o o o U H E N  THE  
STANDARD OF L I V I N G  I S  H I G H E R ,  PE O P L E  G I V E  B I R T H  TO FEUER  
C H I L D R E N o ”  CKI'vlA DOES fv’OT S E E K  T E R R I R O T I A L  E X P A N S I O N  SOUTHEAST  
A S I A  OR I M D l A o  “ UHAT CAM UE HOPE TO F I N D  T H E R E ?  AGAIN LOTS  
CF P E C P L E p  J I k'SGLES, S U A M P S ,  M O S O U iT C E S  AND S N A K E S . * . T H I N G S  UHICH  

CHxMESE CANNOT S T A N D .  I S  T H E R E  A' C H I N E S E  ^>10 WOULD UAWT TO GO 
T H E R E ? ”  •. :* '

FEXiKG VTAwTS COlvVOCATION 14 GENEVA SIGNATORY //ATIONS TO DECIDE 
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN TROOPS INDOCHitJA AND PAVE TvAY 
VIETNAMESE, LAOTIAN TREATIES ON BASIC PEACE, NEUTRALITY;
PEKING UOULD TAKE MILITARY ACTION Oî LY IF US ATTACKS NORTH

PAGE A RUFKVC 804 liNCLAS
VIETNAM, EoG. CARRIES "SPEC IA L WARFARE" TO NORTH; THREE»M ILLIO N  
ARI-!Y I S  BURDEN ON CHINESE RESOURCES UHICH COULD BE BETTER  USED 
FOR SO C IA LIST CONSTRUCTION, "  BUT AGGRESSIVE EMCIRCLEHENT 
MAKES I T  n e c e s s a r y .  "UHAT DO THEY (AMERICANS) HOPE TO ACHIEVE 
y iTH  ATO-I BOMBS AGAINST C H IW A ? ,... C IT IE S  SUCH AS SHANGHAI 
GR'PEKIi'^G can BE DESTROYED y iTH  ATOM BOMBS. BUT CHINA?
DO AMERICANS B ELIEV E  THEyi CAW OCCUPY CHINA?"

■ y*
E'/EN G 0LDT7ATER,'I^ 'ELEC TED ,'W O ULD NOT' R ISK  WAR AGAINST CHINA— " I  
i:OULD VOTE FOR GOLDWATER I F  I  UERE’ IM AMERICA.. . . GOLDlfATER IvOULD 
BE GGOD FOR THE US AND THE WORLD~IN PUSHING‘THINGS TO EXTREMES 
AND SPEEDING DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNAL’ CONDITIONS.

• >

u n c l a s s i f i e d ' ; .



u n c l a s s if ie d

- 3 -  2 7 6 , AUGUST 3 , _FROM VIEMA

C 0 ^ 5 D I Y I 0 ^ 3  C‘«^I-'JESE r;GRVCULT’;.->E, T I X T I L E  INDI?3TRY AFJD HOnSIWG
c o ^ 3 T 7 < u c t i .m  ‘“K'ot  y e t  s a t i s f a c t o r y , ' ’ b u t  a l r e a d y  o u i t e  g o o d
It'J AG^ICiJLTUK'Ei AK'l^nQL IMPOK'T Tl-JO'CR THREE M I L L I O N  TONS WHEAT . 
CGMPARl'S R A W E S T  ? 3 0  MlLLIO?'! TOM UKEAT Ai'iD R i C E t

S0;-1E Oi* IMPC'-tTS SE N T  TO A L G E R I A ,  ALBANIA AND C U 3 A .
” T!-! iS  COirvTRY S T i L L  N EED S t lU C H ,  SO MUCH THAT IJE SHALL  
BE BUb*Y F O ^  AT L EA S T  5 0  YEAH3 TO S E T T L E  THESE PROBLEMS TOLERABLY  
’̂2 L L .  AuD THERE ARE PEOPLE i;KO SAY THAT UE IJAMT VJARo THAT I S  ' 

SIM PLY  R I O i C U L O y S .  0!v'LY HE UKO WAGES IJAR AQAli^ST US U I L L  
GET X T . ' ’ -CEI-JD SUl-lKARY)

PAGE 5 RUFKVC SO  ̂ Ut'ICLAS '
If'! ACCCl-:PAA’Y!fC3 EDITORIAL PORTISCH UfSDERLIbJES THAT HE IS  
DRÂ ’IMG CC^iCL?iSiO'^S, Oi’JLY REPORTING IWTERVIEySo HIS 
SERIES OF articles OM CHINA WILL COMMENCE "IN’ A FEW UEEKS."

TUO COPIES GER'̂ LA?’! ORIGINAL At>ID KORE EXTENSIVE ENGLISH 
SL̂ -iKARY SEll'JS AIR POUCHED.’ I? STILL REQUIRE FULL TRANSLATI0>5 
FLEi^SE ADVISE. RIDDLEBERGER \  . ■ •.
BT
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Info
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SVN
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NSC
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NSA
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ARMY

Dl
?

0 5: RUl-ijDH 
R 0 3 D5 /i<Z ZZA

B 5 / C 7 f l ! J Z

CR-] A ifC C ^ P .
TO RUliHCS/SECSTATl i :  . WASHDC 
I N F O  R U M JIR/A r iE M B A S S Y  SAIGO^'  
R U A S T P / a: - :£K3a s s y  T A I P E I  
RUT'IJFS/  amen  3 A 3 3 Y  y I i ^ j T  I  AK'E 
RUHLHQ/CIrviCPAC CAMP SM ITH  
s t a t e  GRI'.’C 
BT
p  F ^ P  ^  N T T A T. -

OVVM^

; , I I

ACTIOK' p r i o r i t y  d e p t
C I N C P A C  UNN f r o m  HK0N6 AUGUST 

POLAD. ^C I N C P A C  f OR

s a i q o w  a a
5 ,  A PM

IR
X,lC

Il'J CONTRAST P E I P I N G ' S  F A IL U R K  THUS FAR D I R E C T L Y  
NAVY U S S  MADDO/^ EKGAGEMENT IN TONKIK G ULF,  HONG KON 

PAO AMD TA KUivG PAO C A R RIED  S E R I E S  OF COM?]ENTAR 
5 r e l a t i n g  INCIDEMT TO BROADER PATTERN OF 
AND AGGR2SSI0K% CNEVS OF SECCXD ATTACK ON 

^  r e a c h e d  HOKG KONG TOO LA TE TC REPORTED
SCMEWHAT I N C O N S I S T E N T L Y ,  COr-:.-];. :)!ARIES AUG 3  AND

REPgg2‘'^ U G 2  
iJ& ^^I-ri^S T  VJEN

I
O
/I
(T>

/A
O
Z
CO

o

00
I

01
I

-N

a l l e g e d  U S A D v E N T V f t ^
USS MADDOX AND J o K a J J 2 ^  
IN AUG 5 MORNING P R E S S . )

ALSO CA ST  DOUBT
J  UPON ACCURACY OF REPORTS  

FROM US SOU R CE S,  V.'EN WE I  
I N C I D E N T  WITH ST E P P E D  UP " 
A R E A S "  IN L A O S ,  KHANH’ S  '  
AND ALLEGED SHELLING TWO

ON G}:OUNDS ONLY I N F O i ^ i A T I O N  AVA ILA BLE
PAO c o m m e n t a r y
US RIGHTWING 
C L A : . C R I K 6 "  ABOUT 
NORTH V I E T N A M E S E

AUG 4 L I N K S  MADDOX 
ATTACKS ON " L I B E R A T E D  

ADVANCING NORTHWARD,  
I S L A N D S  3 Y

' U S  -  KHANH" W A R S H I P S .  CCMME:nARY S T A T E S ,  " T H E S E  ^30VE5 FURTHER
I N D I C A T E  THAT THE US 
TO T E S T  THE L I M I T  OF 
C H I N E S E  P E O P L E S . "  TA  
SECOND DESTROXER FOR 
FUTURE a n y  ATTACKERS

I S  CARRYING OUT 
THE P A T I E N C E  OF 
KUNG PAC AUG 4 ,  
PATROL DLTY a n d

SY S T E M A T I C  PROVOCATIONS  
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND 
REFERRING TO D E C I S I O N  SE N D  
P R E S I D E N T ’ S ORDER THAT I N

BE D ESTROYED,  D E C L A R E S ,  " T H I S  I S  O B V I O U S L Y
E X C U S E  TO START NEW WAR."

COMMENT: LOCAL COMMUNIST COMMENTARIES APPEAR T E N T A T I V E  AND 
P R E L I M I N A R Y ,  AS I F  LACKING P O L I C Y  G U I D A N C E ,  AND ARE CAREFUL NOT 
TO GO BEYOND E A RL IE R  C H IC O M -W A R N I N G S ,  INCLUDING LO J U I - C H I N G S  
AUG 1 REMARK ABOUT US "CLAWS" S E A  GETTING CHOPPED O F F .  T H I S  
T R EATM ENT,  PLUS P E I P I N G  S I L E N C i ^ ,  I N D I C A T E S  CHICOMS HAVE NOT YET  
D E C I D E D  ON R E SPO N S E  TO F I R S T  .ODOX ENGAGEMENT Q U ITE  APART FROM 
EVEN GRAVER I M P L I C A T I O N S  OF S L C j i \ D  ATTACK.

G P - 3 .

R I C E
ir tr-T - ■ =- i h ;
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PP RUEHC
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TO R U E H C / S E C S T A T l :  WASHDC 
INFO RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
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R U M JIR /A M E M 3A SS Y  SAIGON  
STATE GRNC 
3T •
UNCLAS '

0 0 3, 9 0 0 

1964  AUG 6 AM 1 48

P R I O R I T Y

ACTION P R I O R I T Y  D E P T C l i V I N ~ 0  BANGKOK 
SAIGON 4 5  FROM HONG K O l ^  S I X T H

FOLLOWING I S  SUMMARY ST AT £ 5̂>: NT 3 Y :

(R A D I O  £>EKING OV ER SEA S S E R V I C E  IN CANTON

THE U S  SUDDENLY ATTACKED TH!i DRV j & ^ r 3 ^ l j G \ l ^ T .  BY DOING SO US 
I M P E R I A L I SM  HAS GONE BEYOND T H E / V ^ ^ ^ f J w a R  AND EMBARKED ON 
THE F I R S T  S T E P  I N  EXPANDING THE W ^ I N ^ N D O - C H I W C ^ ^ D  THE  
S I T U A T I O N  I S  EXTREMELY GRAVED T h V ^ R  GOVT T ^ Q i m f ^ E i Y  
CFN 1 4 4  2 1  1 6  4 5  1 0 0 0  HRS H K  US DRV 5

ANE 1 6

R S  HK T I M E )

f.’;
'\r.

ii
r*

\ii'
w

P a g e  t w o  r u m j d h  02 u n c l a s
SUPPORT" THE D R V S  STERN P R O T E S T ' A G A I N S T

T H I S  SECOND I N C I D E N T  I N  THE GULF OF T f e w n ^ i . T ^ C O M P L E T E L t -  
p r e m e d i t a t e d  a n d  f a b r i c a t e d  i n  ORDER TO EXPAND THE 
I N D O - C H I N A  A^ID TO SEND ARMED FORCES TO AREAS NE
FROM TAIWAN AND HK.

/
S I N C E  3  AUGUST THE U S  HAD COMMITTED A S E j ^ J J ^ S ^ T J F ^ G R E S S l O N  
A G A IN S T  THE D R V .  "THE CPR GOVT SOLEMNLY STATE THAT THE  
A G A IN S T  T H E ' D R V  I S  STARTED 3Y  THE U S .  S I N C E  THE US D(
THE DRV HAS G A I N E D  THE R I G H T - T O  R E S I S T  A G G R E S S I O N ,  AF 
C OUN TR IE S S U P P O R T IN G  THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE ALSO l > B ? i a N E D  
THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT THE D l ^ y S  ACTION A GAINST A G G R E S S I O N . . . .  
THE DRV 1 3  A CLOSE NEIGHBOR OF C H I N A ’ S  AND THE V IE T N A M E SE  
P EOPLE a r e  BROTHERS OF THE C H I N E S E  PE O P L E .  ANY US AGGRESSION  

THE DRV I S  a n  AGGRESSION AGAINST THE C P R .  THE C H I N E S E

^CLASSIFIED REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY |S 
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

XEHOX'FTOM QUICK COPY



U?^CI^SSIFIED

- 2 -  144 , AUGUST 6 , FROM HONG KONG ' ,

PEOPLE WILL MEVER S I T  IDLY WrrHOUT i , S 5 1  S T A N C E .  -THE U S ’ S  ' ’ —  
BLOOD DEBT TO THE VIET.^JAMESE PEOPLE MUST 3E R E P A I D .  THE US ’ , 
GOUT MUST IMMEDIj^TELY STOP IT€i 4RMSD AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATIONS. ,
against the sacred ter r ito r ia l  Land, s e a , and air  of the drv,
OR THE US GOVT MUST BE RESP0K'$[: ftLE FOR ALL GRAVE CONSEQUENCES  
CAUSED 3Y  T H I S  / A G G R E S S I O N  AN’O (PR OV O C A T IO N S/" .

RICE ' • .
BT ■ ■
CFN D R V S  US T O N K IN  DRV TAl'fA^: - K  3  US DRV CPR DRV US US DRV : * '
DRV’ S DRV US DRV CPR U S ’ S US I .  v 'JS “ f  '■

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S -0  2 :3 0  A.M. AUGUST 6 ,  1964  

PASSED WHITE HOUSE, CL\, DOD 8 -6 -6 4  -  3 :0 0  A.M.

UNCLASSIFIED



I t

i! 'jC O ?,l!K G  TELr;G!cA M  ’Department o f  State

5 0
Action

= e e sH B sm H rz]-
NN N-N 'v'V E u  A4 ̂  6  D £  A5 9 1 
RR RUEHCR 
DE RUFGWP 
R 0 S 1 6 3 0 Z

2 2 0  0 6 / 1 6 4 5 Z  
ZEA

F:-Ta.^ EM b a s s  Y P AR I S _ >  ■
TO R U E H C R / S E C S T a TE w a s h d c  
irOFO R U M J I R /A M E M B A S S Y  S a IGUM 
R UM J F S /A M  EM 3  AS S  Y V I E N T I A N E  
RUDTLN/AMEM5ASSY LONDON

c cu.

L\
C)
0

BT
-G-e-

AUG 6* PM 5  5 7
a c t i o n  DEPT . ,70 2 j  i n f o  S A IGON  2 9  

V I E N T I A N E  1 4  MOSCOy 07 LONDON 8 1  CI*NCPAC POLAD, OTTAWA 
WARSAW NEVIDELHI UNN FROM P A R I S  AUG 6 ,  5 PH

F T n  F M
07 L

3RETHES ( A C T I N G  DIRECTOR A S I A N  A F F A I R S )  SHOUED COUNSELOR  
CABLE. FROi-1 NORTH VIETNAMESE FONMIN XUAN THUY TO COUVE 
DATED AUGUST 5  AND TRANSMITTED COMMERCIALLY UHICK PR O T E ST S  
"A G G R E S S I O N S "  A G A IN S T  DRV TERRITORY CONDUCHED BY US AND 
I T S  SO«TK V IE T N A M E SE  AND LAOTIAN " P U P P E T S  AND AGE N TS".  
TELEGRAM MENTIONS F I V E  ATTACKS I N C L U D IN G  US NAVAL BOMBARDMENT 
OF COflSTAL C I T I E S  P R I O R  TO TVJO MADDOX I N C I D E N T S .  LATTER ARE 
NOT S P E C I F I C A L L Y  MENTIONED D E S P I T E  HANOI’ S  P U B L I C  A D M I S S IO N

l ^ \ T i  . PAGE 2  R U F G y P  2 2 0  X  0  W F I  D E .r T '  1 A L -----
^To F I R S T  ENGAGEMENT TOOK PL A C E ,  AND TELEGRAM DWELLS R a THER 

ON ATTACKS MENTIONED I N  H AN OI’ S  HIGH COMMAND DECLARATION
* AUGUST 5 AS .WELL AS USE OF LAO T ERRITORY FOR A I R  /^TTACKS '

ON NORTH V IE T N A M .  TELEGRAM S T A T E S  DRV A P P E A L I N G  TO CO-  
RMR. P R E S I D E N T S  AND I C C  GOVTS TO INTERVENE WITH USG AND GOVTS 

SOUTH VIETNAM AND LAOS TO CEASE THESE A C T I V I T I E S ,  UHICH  
ARE C O N S I D E R E D  D I V E R S I O N A R Y  E X T E N S I O N S  OF I M P E R I A L I S T  
VAR I N  SOUTH V IETN A M. CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, NO MENTION MADE 
OF NEW GENEVA CONFERENCE AND TELEGRAM DOES NOT APPEAR  
C ON ST ITU T E  D I R E C T  APPEAL TO FRENCH GOVT FOR ANY S P E C I F I C  
D IP LOMATIC I N T E R C E S S I O N .  ’ ' . ,

BRETHES S A I D  THAT NOTHING HEARD FROM FRENCH DELEGATION I N  
HANOI AS YET AND C H I E F  OF M I S S I O N  A B S E N T . '  CONVERSATION WITH 
C H IN E S E  REPORTED EM3TEL ANTEDATES SECOND MADDOX I N C I D E N T t  
AND F I R S T  NOT BROACHED. THUS ONLY I N D I C E S  C H I N E S E  AND 
NORTH V IE T N A M E SE  P O S I T I O N S  ARE I N  P U 5 L .I C  STATEMENTS Ort 
PROPAGACDA-TYPE TELEGRAM MENTIONED ABOVE.

BRETHES S A I D  THAT FRENCH P O S I T I O N  I N  NEW YORK AND ELSEWHERE 
•B E IN G  T E L E G U I D E D  BY DE GAULLE FROM COLOMBEY, BUT I N D I C A T E D

GO tJriDEItTIA L-
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.  .'.'OTTHdentTaL

- 2 -  7 0 2 ,  AUGUST 6 ,  5  PM, FROM: P A R I S  

'C O N F I D E N T I A L L Y  THAT COUVE, WHO I S  ALSO AWAY I N  SOUTH,

PAGE 3  RijFGWP 2 2 3  C i- i  D' L N T I ' a ' L
AND QUAI S E R V I C E S  AGREE WITH P O S I T I O N  TAKEN 5 Y  AM5 S T E V EN S O N ,
I .  E. » t h a t  BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH VUITNAMESE SHOULD BE ALLOVJED 
TO APPEAR BEFORE S C .  DE GAULLE D E C I S I O N  ON T H I S  AND OTHER 
A S P E C T S  NOT YET T a KEN.

B R E T H E S ' s a I D  H I S  OWN F E E L I N G  WAS THAT ATTACKS ON US S H I P S  
NOT CLEARED BY HANOI WITH P E I P I N G ,  WHICH P R 0 5 A 3 L Y  TAKEN 5Y  
S U R P R I S E  I F  ONE I S  TO JUDGE BY TaR DY  PROPAGANDA REAC TION  AND 
N O N -C O :-nnT A L  n a t u r e  o f  C H I N E S E  d e c l a r a t i o n s  THUS FAR.
WHILE I T  TOO e a r l y  TO PREJUDGE C H I N E b E  D E C I S I O N ,  BRETHES  
MAS d o u b t f u l  THa T THEY WOULD Ui'^DERTAKE ANY M A S S I V E  R E T A L I A T I O N ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  I F  MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON M A IN T A IN  PREbENT  
D I S P O S I I I O N S  TO L I M I T  DAMAGE. oR E T H E S THOUGHT P E I P I N G  •

•p r o b a b l y  F u l l y  a w a r e  i t  u n a b l e  t a k e  o n  s e v e n t h  f l e e t  a n d  
HE w a s  d o u b t f u l  Ha NOI WOULD WELCOME D I S P A T C H  OF C H I N E S E  
TROOPS TO NORTH V IE T N A M , GIVEN P R E V I O U S  E X P E R I E N C E S  WITH 
C H I N E S E .  HE THOUGHT HANOI JUDGED I T S E L F  CAPABLE OF DEFENDING  
T E R R IT O R Y  WITH OWN TROOPS.  ATTACKS ON US S H I P S  WERE PERHAPS  
TO BE VIEWED AS HANOI ATTEMPT E L I C I T  COt'^MUNIST S O L I D A R I i Y ,  
I N C L U D I N G  t h a t  OF MOSCOW, WHILE DEMONSTRATING NORTH VIETNAMESE  
C A P A C I T Y  FOR D E FE N D IN G  I T S E L F .  BRETHES THOUGHT HANOI  
MIGHT ALSO HAVE M ISJUD GED  NATURE OF US R E b P G N S E ,  PARTICULARLY

PAGE 4  RUFGWP 2 2 0  J L J I - E
USE OF AIRPOWER. * • • : . . ^

COMMENT:'' FOR MOMENT FRENCH T A C T I C S  DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE 
BEEN WORKED OUT, BUT WE DOUBT THEY WILL CHANGE T H E IR  
FUNDAMENTAL P O S I T I O N  A GA IN S T  M I L I T A R Y  ACTION AND I N  
FAVOR I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CONFERENCE. G P - 3 .  LYON . ' . .
BT • ' . - - • - • •

T.niMVTl'lTfl̂ TTAT.
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- 1 .  I N  OUR CONTACTS OF PAST T W O'D A Y S y i T H  US AND OTHER : ' 
.W E S T E R N 'C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  WELL AS F R I E N D L Y  CONSULAR R E PR E S E N T A T IV E S  
• IN  HONG KONG WE HAVE FOUND THAT SEVERAL NORMALLY BALANCED 
- OBSERVERS OF VIE T N A M E SE  DEVELOPMENTS HAVE GIVEN .1
.. u n f o r t u n a t e  DEGREE OF CREDENCE TO DRV-CHICOM CHARGES . ■ f r ; 
■THAT SECOND- PT ATT-ACK ON US DESTROYERS IN - \
‘ TONKI GULF D I D  NOT RPT NOT OCCUR, OR ALTERNATIVELY THEY HAVE '
’ SPECULATED,.THAT US DELIBERA T E LY  PROVOKED AUG 4 ATTACK i 
VCPEI^HAPS BY VENTURING WITHIN 1 2  MILE L I M I T ) .  THESE <
,-CFN 1 5 5 ,  i . r . 4  U 2 ' ^ .

i*'

• , ' ' X i ■-a .
-1

PAGE TWO RUMJDH 0 3  £  N T- X - A - L -
I N D I V I D U A L S  s a y  THEY CAN CONCEIVE MOTIVATION FOR DR V S'^  ' 
" F I R S T ' A T T A C K  BUT IN LIGHT FA I L U R E  ON AUG 2  CANNOT LOGICALLY  
. .E X P L A IN  ADVENTURESOME QUALITY OF* AUG 4 ATTACK 6 5 '  ' ■
. M I L E S  OFF SHORE AGAINST OVERWHELMING US NAVAL 
 ̂ S U P E R I O R I T Y .  ' . .  ■ ■ ■ >

' 2 .  NON-COMMUNIST C H INE S E  REPORTE  
. ,TOLD US HE WAS ASKED AUG 6 BY AN 
: WEN WEI PAO WHETHER H I S  . AMEnlC.^N 
•^ "R E L IE V E D " a F T E iT READING CPR GCVT 
(■. ALTHOUGH QUESTION I M P L I C I T L Y  ACKN 

c a u t i o n ,  c o n t e x t  SUGGESTED EDITOR  
■ E X P L O IT A B L E  S I G N S  OF US .ANXIETY.
'■ EXAMPLE t h a t  US ACTION AGAINST PT 

FROM CA R R IE R S FOR FEA= L A ’O - B A S E D  
?;■ C O M M U N IST -R E TA L IAT ION  AGAINST AIR

R IN HONG KONG - .ij
EDITOR OF COMMUNIST i; 
FR IEN D S F E L T  ;• 1'

T .  STATEMENT OF AUG 6 .  I 
O'iJLEDGED C PR'S  OWN''

WAS PROBING FOR 
HE .^iLLEGEDLY S A I D FOR
B A SE S WAS MOUNTED . : 
S T R I K E S  WOULD I N V I T E :  
B A S E S .  , ■ - ,

R EPRO DU aiO N  FROM TH!S COPY IS 
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; n K  3 .  COMMENT-WE , PRESUME l o c a l  PUZZLEMENT . ; ■ ’ '

j OVER D R V  S AUG 4 ATTACK MAY. NOT RPT NOT 3 E  LI^5ITED TO OBS 
- v :  : ; IN HO\’G KONG. IN  PREPARING ADDITIONAL P U B L I C  GUIDANCE  

: s  ■, 'BE^OUQ  MCNAMARA AND STEVENSON STATEMENTS,  DEPARTMENT 
r'MAY WISH CONSIDER FURTHER S T E P S  TO COUNTER UNFORTUNATE 
, , C F N 2 . 4  6 5 ^ .  6 ' 6 ' 3 .  4  ^
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PT ?L5 PASS M03C0V.

ACTION ir -n SD IA T^  ^DTPT 143 I NFO BANGKOK 22 MOSCOW 1 SAIGOM 46 

T A I P Z I  24 TOKYO 35 V I IM T IA ::^  17 C I’vCPAC U-IN PA R IS  13 

LOKO:'] 22 " R̂O” KK0M3 AUC-USI 5 , 3 :3 2  P.

CIMCI^AC ” 0^ ^OLAD.
v 'm c L i

FOLLOv'i:n C0>?3IN COMM?: MTS ON OKI COM STATE^'ISNT CF AUG3UT S :

1. I F  STA T IC  ENT 13 AIIY 3 d I0 E  TO CHI COM IM TEN TI0M 3 - -  AND T H I S ,  

OF COURSE, MUST REMAIM A MOOT POINT PENDING FURTHER EV ID EN C E--

:FN 143 22 11 ^6 24 35 17 13 22 S 3 :3 0  S I

DECLASSIFIED
Authority

NAR3, Date

l '̂AGE TyO Hli:^JDH 13 6-0  N F I - -A-4r—

- E I ’̂ ING DOES NOT NOli’ IN TSN i: IM M EDIATE, UM:'EA3URED , OR SLEEPING 

ACTION IN R E TA L IA T IO N  FOR US ATTACKS ON DRV FT BASES AND NAVAL 

FORCES. ALTHOUGH ST^TF'^ENT 30N3RELY CHARG33 THAT A3 RESULT OF 

SURPRIG : 30'-:3rNG ATTAGKS SY U3 NAVAL AIRCRAFT ON AR3A3 OF NGHE 

AN, HON g a y , AND THAN HOA (TH E  PHRASE "COASTAL TOWNS" I S  ALSO 

USED) .US 'N:ENT o ver  BR IN K  OF WAR" AMD "MADE F IR S T  S TE P  IN 

E\T3N D I''3  WAR IN  INDOCHINA," AND ALTHOUGH FOR F IR S T  T IM E  I T  

J iSSERTS TH^T "AGGRE33T0N 3Y US AGAINST 3RV MEANS AG3RE33I0N 

AGAINST -CHINA," STATEMENT S T I L L  R ETA IN S  UNSPEC IF IC  NATURE OF 

EA R L IER  C’ilCOM WARNINGS A3 TO PR EC ISELY  WHAT NEASLRES CPR NAY 

t a k e  T 3  .SUPPORT DRV IN I T S  "F IG H T  AGAINST AGRESSIO N."



- 2 .  SENT I  A LLY , ■3TATE’>IEN’T  SZSM3 ADDRESSED NOT SO MUCH TO 

J U S T IF Y  ANY i'TEASURES TH A I •.-ilGHT HE TAKEN 3Y  CPR SING i-. Or?

JO IN TLY IN RES,^ONSE TO DÂ ' ÂGE IN FL IC TE D  ON DRV NAVAL FORCES 

AND IN S T A L L A T I0 N S --T H 0 U 3 H  I T  COULD ALSO SERVE THAT PURPOSE-- 

AS TO A)WARi'] STRONGLY AGAINST ANY FUTURE ATTACKS OR PROVOCATIONS 

DIRECTED W DRV, AMD 3 )  P U 3L IC LY  E S T A B L IS H  STRONGEST PO SS IB LE  

MORAL CASE,AGAINST US. STATEMENT CONCLUDES THAT "U S  GOVERN- 

KENT NUST IMMEDIATELY STOP I T S  ARMED PROVOCATIONS AGAINST DRV 

AND I T S  ARMED ENCROACHMENTS ON L A T T E R '3  SACRED TE R R IT O R Y ,  A IR  

C?N NOT NOS US DRV PT U S  NGHE AN HON GAY THAN HOA US US DRV 

C^R DRV NOT CPR DRV A) DRV B )  US US DRV

PAGE THREE RUM JDH I S  Ĉ-O N F I  D "E  N T  ------

SPACE, AND T E R R IT O R IA L  WATERS. (BEGIN UNDERLINE) OTHERWISE, (END 

UNDERLINE) US GOVERNMENT MUST BE HELD R S S P O N SB LE  FOR ALL THE 

GRAVE CONSEQUENCES ARISING THEREFROM ." (OUR UNDERLINING)

\

3. AUGUST € =>EOPLE ’3 D A ILY  E D IT O R IA L ,  WHICH R E IT E R A T E S  PLEDGE THAT 

"C H IN ESE  PEOPLE M ILL  NOT S I T  IDLY BY WITHOUT LANDING A HELP­

ING HAND," FURN ISH ES  FURTHER EVIDENCE OF CHIOOM'S D E S IR E  AT'

T H I S  POINT TO RETA IN  FREEDOM OF MANEUVER IN  DEALING WITH 

C R IS IS .  IN  THREE SUCCESSIVE SENTENCES I T  S TR E S S E S  RIGHT OF 

(BEGIN UNDERLING) DRV AMD NORTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE (END UNDERLINE) 

”T 0  H I T  BACK IN  S E LF -D E FE N S E  AGAINST ARMED.ATTACKS OF US” AND 

"TO REPULSE ENEMY, WHEREVER HE COMES FROM." ED ITO R IA L ADDS 

t h a t  17 US (BEGIN UNDERLINE) "K E E P S  ON (END UNDERLINE) '

EXTENDING ARMED AGGRESSION” AGAINST DRV, (BEGIN UNDERLINE) "HEROIC 

■■IETNAMESE ^EOPLE (END UNDERLINE) WPPUND0U3TEDLY COOTINUE 

TO PUNISH US ....................."  (OUR UNDERLINING).



'4 .  - AS S ERT S  OR S SE K S  TO PROVE THAT A) AGGRESSION WAS 

PREMEDITATED AND PART OF :.4R^ER PLAM WHICH INVOLVED udLY 33  

SHELLING OF 2 DRV ISLANDS AMD AUGUST 1-2 BOMBING OF DRV BORDER 

-PO ST AMD VILLAGE BY PLANES FRO‘1 LAOS, AND 3 )  SECOND TONKIN 

SL*LF INC IDENT "NEVER OCCURRED" Â fC- ^AS FABRICATED IN ORDER 

EXTEND VAR IN  I ” DO CHINA. T H I S  THEME A M PLIF IED  IN A-UGUST 5 

C?N US 3 6 HOT DRV US US DRV US 4 A) 30 2 DEV 1-2 DRV LAOS 

3) TOrJKIN 5

PAGE FOUR RUMJDH 13 I  D E N T  I  A""!:—
>

ARTICLE BY ''HSINHUA CORRESPONDENT" WHICH POINTS OUT ALLEGED 

INC O NSISTENC IES IN  US .ACCOUNTS OF AUGUST A IN C ID EN T. IN  I T S  

EFFORT TO MAKE T H I S  CASE, HOWEVER CHICO;-! STATEMENT SHOWS 

AWKWARDNESS IN  ARRANGING "F A C T S . "  STATEMENT IN  AT LEA ST ONE 

5ESFECT D IF F E R S  M0TA3LE IN  NUANCE FROM DRV S T A T i « E N T ,  NAMELY 

IN STATING THAT IN AUGUST 2 INCIDE^^T "U S  S ID E  HAD SUFFERED 

NO L O S S E S . "  T H IS  TA C IT  AD^5I3SIO:'J THAT US-DRV NAVAL ENGAGEMENT 

OCCURRED I S  AT VARIANCE vJITH DRV CLAE^HAT T H E IR  PATROL 

S H IP S  "CHASED EME^ Ŷ S H IP S  OUT OF TE R R IT O R IA L  WATERS" AND 

RETURNED TO BA SE.

5 .  FURTHER ELE^fENT IN  STA TEM EN T, AS NE SEE I T ,  I S  DIRECTED IM 

LARGE PART AT S O V IE TS .  ASSERTIO N THAT "NO SO C IA L IS T  COUNTRY CAN 

S I T  ID L Y  BY (DRV) I S  BEING SiJBJECTED TO AGGRESSION” AND

CP EQUATING AGGRESSION AGAINST DRV W ITH 'TH A T ' AGAINST CHINA 

SERVES AT OMCE TO J U S T IF Y  CHINESE PO SIT IO N , PUT SO V IETS  OM SPOT 

VERSUS R EST OF COT! UN 13T WORLD AND PERHAPS T O 'E L IC I T  SOVIET 

UPPORT.

. .... . . . . . . . . .  ..........  ■.......................................



u» '„ m i UUib  ['■lU'i I t j  NiCJKboITY FOR 14-MATION GENEVA
* * •  '

3 j t  ê e l  T u ,̂ t  t h i s , i n  mo way p r e c l Id e s  i n t e m s i f i e d

CHtCO'l PRESSURE FO.  ̂ EARLY MEGOTIAT IONS. LOCAL C0']MU>’I3 T  WEN WEI PAO 

CO-A^rMTARY A US USX -5 COMCLUDES W ITH CALL FOR US ACCSPTANCEOF 

..-POWER COW^ERENCE ANO PEACEFUL MEQOTlATIO«S.

CFN KSINHUA U3 A DRV 2 US NO US-DRV DRV 5 NO DRV DRV 6 NOT 

14 NO WEN WEI PAO S US 14 .

PAGE F IV E  RUXJDH IG 6 OM F I  T  I  A - t ----- -

7. ALTHOUGH CHICO'^3'HAVE THUS SOUGHT TO RETA IN  T H E IR  FREEDOM

OF MANEUVER WHILE P U TT IN 3  B E S T  PUBLIC  FACE ON EP ISO D E, WE EXPECT 

CHICO''S TO TAKE S TE P S  OF TAMGI3LE SUPPORT FOR DRV, PROBABLY IM 

SPHERE OF A IR  DEFEM5E AMO P O SS IB LY  IN  SUPPORT OF DRV MOVES 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND LAOS.

8. ONE i^OOT OF PARTICULAR CÔ gCERN LOCALLY I S  UNPRECEDENTED 

L IM K IN S  CF SEVENTH F L E E T  ’-’OVS^ENTS FROi'I- TAIyA^: S T R A IT S  Â !D 

HQN3 K0N3 WITH OPE^ATIOMS DIRECTED AGAINST DRV. WE DO NOT AT 

T H IS  T IH 2  IN TE R P R E T  T H I S  AS SIGN OF IMPEFING S T R 0 ” 3 PRESSURE 

AGAI'^ST COLO?!Y, B ĴT WE DO B E L IE V E  CHI^IESE MAY EX P LO IT  AMY 

COV '̂=ICUOU3 7T-: F L E E I  A C T IV I T I E S  RELATED TO H0M3 K0N3 IN NEAR 

FUTURE., I ' I  FAC T, B R I T I S H  CO^^ODORE HAS ALREADY DRAWN T H IS  

C0^:CLUSI0'3, AHD WE MAY EXPECT SPEC IAL S E N S I T IV I T Y ,  FOR A WHILE 

AT L E A S T ,  OM T H IS  SCORE.

G ^ - o .

3T

Ĉ M 7 DRV DRV LAO; 3 DRV NCT 7TH 3P -3
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F C L L 0 y i : : 3  COKGEN COI-I^iENTS ON CKICOM STATZi lEivT 6 F; j ^UGSUT 6 :  

I F  STJ^TEiiEH? 1 3  ANY G U I D E  TO CHICOM II^TENTIOiJS - - '  AND T H I S ,lo
CF COURSZj  l i U S T  RE[^AIN A IICOT POIivT PE N D IN G F U ^ f K E R  E V I D E N C E  —
r.— r'.r-''c- t ’l '/■» ^  ^ ^  . o 'w ^  I V AivOT K o y  II^TEwD I M M i D l A T E ,  Ui'iMEASURED, OR SWEEPIN G  
AG'fiO:]  li^ R i f A L l A T I O W  FOR U S  ATTACKS OK DRV ? T  E A S E S  AHD l iAVAL  
FCRCESc a l t h o u g h  STATEMENT S C : iB R E L Y  CMftRGES THAT AS R E S U L T  GF  
S U R r R I S ;

1 r UC'.-iEiKG ATTACKS BY U S  NAV aL AIRC R A FT  CM AREAS OF NGKE 
G A Y ,  AND THAN KOA (T H E  PKRa S E  "COASTAL TOyi^iS” I S  ALSO

U S E D )  tJS "UENT OVER B R I N K  OF WAR" AWD "HADE F I R S T  S T E P  I N  
: o l i 3 G  VJAR i n  I N D O C H I N A , "  AND ALTHOUGH FOR F I R S T  T I K E  I T

A S S E R T S  THAT " A G G R E S S I O N  BY US A G A IN S T  DRV MEANS A G G R E S S I O N  
A GA IN S T  C H I N A , ”  STATEi'IENT S T I L L  R E T A I N S  U N S P E C I F I C  NATURE OF 
E AR L IE R  CHICGH WARNINGS AS TO P R E C I S E L Y  WHAT M E A S U R E S c P R  KAY  
TAKE TO SUPPORT DRV I N  I T S  " F I G H T  AGAINST A G R E S S I O N * "

2 o  E S S E N T l A L L Y p  STATEMENT SEEMS ADDRESSED NOT SO ^3UCH TO 
J U S T I F Y  AMY [MEASURES THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN B Y  CPR S I N G L Y  OR 
^ 3 I M T L V  IN R E S P O N S E  TO DAMAGE I N F L I C T E D  ON DRV NAVAL FO RC E S

I n s t a l l a t i o n s — THOUGH n  c o u l d  a l s o  s e r v e  t h a t  p u r p o s e - -
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- 2 -  14S 5 AUGUST 6, S:30rM F: ĈM: HOXG K0X3,

Ab_7o cTnCNSLY a g a :::^:: a w  ;-u t u f :h: a t t a c k ? ck ? t:c v o c a t ic n 3
i : : ; ; r c 7 i3  ;; d ?;v . a ::d ::) z s TA B L ie ;- :  c v ::o ;:3 U fr  ?o s ~ i b l ?:
;-;o:^AL c a ^ z  a g a d j ^ t u s .  s t a t : ’:::;>:t  c o ^ : c L U D Z s  t h a t  " u ^ g o v e ?:n -  

r :v ' : r  a t :^:.v f i c p  a~:;?:d P n O V c c A T i c : : ^  a g .m k s t  d ? v
a :::: i t s  ; .::;;::j  : . ; c ' 0 ; . c :;:-;Ek t s  d : l a t t i : r ‘ s  s a c r i d  t e ^ ^ i t o êy,  a i r

A J  -  , . . - ; I T C ? I A L  U A TZ E C .  t 3 E 3 l ! J  U^:DZRLI:■JE) O T H E R y l S E ,  CZND
u ; : : - E ' : ^ £ :  g 3VE?::; . .e ;)T : : u b :  j z  h e l d  r e s ? o ::s i '3l E : - : r a l l  v m r  
C a A'.'E C0r:EE:L;E>;CE3 a r i s i n g  T K E R E r R O M ."  COUR U N D E R L I ; a N G )

5 c  A’J3'J£.T 5  P E O P L E ' S  D A I L Y  E D I T O R I A L ,  U'HICH R E I T E R A T E S  PLEDGE THAT
‘̂ c h i ; : e s e  , PEOPLE w i l l  n o t  s u  i d l y  3 y  v i t h o l t :  l ^ : ^ d i : v g  a  h e l p -
I!:G HA X D j"  rUE:>: iSHES FURTHER EVIDEMOE OF C H I C C V ' S  D E S I R E  AT
t h : s  P C : : . ’t  TO r e t a i n ’ f r e e d o m  o f  m a n e u v e r  i n  d e a l i >jg u' i t h  
c r ; e i £ .  vr: t h r e e  s u c c e s s Tv̂ e  s e n t e k ’ c e s  i t  s t r e s s e s  r i g h t  o f  
CSZGI>: u : :D E R L I; :G )  DRV A>^3 r^ORTH VIET^;A^iESE p e o p l e  (E N D  U^^DERLINE)  

' ” T 0  HIT BACK v;-' S E L F ^ D E F E N 'S E  aGAIN'ST ARMED ATTACKS OF US" AND 
"TO RE PU L SE  E^:E^;Y, ’:;V:EPEVER HE COMES FKO:-i«" E D I T O R I A L  ADDS  
THAI I F  US ( B E G I N  U fvD E R LIN E )  " K E E P S  ON CEND UNDERLII'JE)
EXTEN'DIJLG-ARHED AGGRESSION’" A GAINST D R V ,  ( B E G I N  U i - j j E R L I N E )  " H E R O I C  
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE (E N D  U N D E R L I N E )  W I L L  L^'DOUBTEDLY C O N T IN U E  
TO P-JMISH US ......................" ( O u a  U N D E R L I N I N G ) .

S i  AT'jl-;Ei\T A S S E R T S  OR S E E K S  TO PROVE THAT A)  A G G R E SSIO N WAS 
PR'E:: ED IT  AT ED AND PART OF LARGER PLAN VHICH irrv'OLvED J U L Y  5 0  
SHELLING OF 2  DRV I S L A N D S  AND AUGUST 1 - 2  BOMBING OF D R y  BORDER 
POST AMD V IL L A G E  BY P L A N E S  F n C A  L A O S ,  AND B> SECOND T O N K IN  

■GULF IMCIDEMT "NEVER OCCURRED'* AND ” AS F A B R IC A T E D  IN ORDER 
EMTEMD UAR IN IMDO C H I N A ,  T H I S  THEME A M P L I F I E D  IN AUGUST 5 
A R T I C L E  DY "HSZN X UA  CORRESPONDENT" UHICVl P 0 K 2 T S  OUT ALLEGED  
I N C O N S I S T E N C I E S  I N  US ACCOUNTS OF AUGUST A I N C I D E N T e  I15 I T S  
EFFORT TO MAKE T H I S  C A S E ,  HOVEVER CHICOl-i STATEMENT SHOWS 
AUKUARDNESS i n  a r r a n g i n g  " F A C T S . "  STATEMENT IN AT L EAST ONE 
RESPECT D I F F E R S  NOTABLE I N  NUANCE FROM DRV STATE^!ENT,  NAJ'iELY 
IN S T A T IN G  THAT I N  AUGUST 2  I N C I D E N T  **US S I D E  HAD S U F F E R E D  
NO L O S S E S o * ’ T H I S  T A C I T  A D M I S S I O N  THAT U S - D R V  NAVAL ENGAGEMENT 
OCCURRED I S  a t  V A R IA N C E  WITH DRV CLAr:^ THAT T K E I R  PATROL  
S H I P S  “ CHASED ENEMY S H I P S  OUT OF T E R R I T O R I A L  WATERS" AND 
RETURNED TO B A S E .

5 .  FURTHER ELEMENT I N  S T A T E M E N T ,  AS WE SEE I T ,  I S  D I R E C T E D  I'N 
LARGE p a r t  a t  S O V I E T S .  A S S E R T I O N  THAT "NO S O C I A L I S T  COUNTRY CAN 
S I T  ID L Y  B:  w h i l e CDRV) I S  B E I N G  S U B J E C T E D  TO A G G R E SSIO N " AND
OF E q u a t i n g  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  d r v  u i t h  t h a t  a g a i n s t  c h i n a
S E R V E S a t  ONCE TO J U S T I F Y  C H I N E S E  P O S I T I O N ,  PUT S O V I E T S  ON SPOT  
V E K S U S ^ R E S T  OF COMI^UNIST WOHLD AND PERHAPS TO E L I C I T  S O V I E T
SLi'PORT. CONFl^ENTIAir^

enXTTTTrxnTT:
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CONFIDENT I AL>

- 3 -  148, AUGUST 6 , 8:30R-1 FROM: HONG KONG,

6o STA?£!-:ENT d o e s  NOT REFER TO N E C E S S I T Y  FOR i ^ » ! 3 A T I 0 N  GENEVA  
COuFEREHCE, BUT WE FEEL THAT T H I S  IN MO WAY PR E CLUDES I N T E N S I F I E D  
CHICO:^ PRESSU?JE FOR EARLY N E G O T I A T I O N S .  LOCAL COMMUNIST WEN WEI ?A(
c c :-:m e n t ;;RY a u g u s t  6  
14-POWER  c o n f e r e n c e

CONCLUDES WITH CALL FOR US
a n d  p e a c e f u l  n e g o t i a t i o n s .

a c c e p t a n c e  o f

7 .  ALTHOUGH CKICOMS HAVE THU S SOUGHT TO R E T A I N  T H E I R  FREEDGM 
OF M^.t'^EUVER WHILE P U T T IN G  BEST P U B L I C  FACE ON E P I S O D E ,  WE EXPECT
CHICC-IS TO T a k e  s t e p s  o f  t a n g i b l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  D R V p p r o b a b l y  i n  
SPHERE' OF a i r  D E F E N S E  AND P O S S I B L Y  I N  SUPPORT OF DRV MOVES 
I N  SOUTH VIETNAM AND L A O S .

. (

8 .  on:
L I N K I
HGNG
T H I S
AGAIN
COiJS?
FUTUR
CONCL
AT LE

G P - 5 o

R I C E

E P O IN T  OF PA R T IC U L A R  CONCERN LOCALLY I S  UNPRECEDENTED  
KG OF SEVENTH F L E E T  HOVET-JENTS FROM TAIWAN S T R A I T S  A^3D 
KOrCG WITH O P E R A T I O N S  D I R E C T E D  A GAINST DRV,  WE DO NOT AT 
T I K E  I N T E R P R E T  T H I S  AS S I G N  O F IMPEFING STRONG P R E S S U R E  
ST COLONY, 3 U T  WE DO B E L I E V E  C H I N E S E  HAY E X P L O I T  ANY 
i S U O U S  7TH FLEET A C T I V I T I E S  RELATED TO HONG KONG I N  NEAR  

IN  FACT,  B R I T I S H  COMMODORE HAS ALREADY DRAWN T H I S  
U S I O N ,  h ’̂D w e  m a y  EXPECT S P E C I A L  S E N S I T I V I T Y ,  FOR A WHILE  
A S T ,  ON’ T H I S  S C O R E .

ADVANCE COF/ TO S / S - 0  8 / 6 / 6 4 - 3 :05PM
N ote: P assed  W hite  H o u se , DOB, CIA, USUN 8 / 6 / 6 4 - 3 :18EM
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FM AM CON SUL (HONGKONG^ 1 9 6 4  AUG 6  AM 1  4 8
TO R U EH C /SE C ST A T E  WASHDC
INFO RUMTBK/AMEMBASSY BANGKOK P R I O R I T Y
RUMJFS/AMEM3ASSY V IE N T IA N E
RUMJIR/AM EMBASSY SAIGON
STATE GRNC
ST
UNCLAS

ACTION P R I O R I T Y  D E P T < 4 _ ^ I N ~ 0  BANGKOK 2 1  V I E N T I A N E  16  
SAIGON 4 5  FROM HONG. K O ! ^  S IX T H

FOLLOWING I S  SUMMARY ST AT ET'::-: N’T 5 Y :

( R a d i o  p e k i n g  o v e r s e a s  s e h v : c e  i n  c a n t o n e s e  1000 h r s  h k  t i m e )

THE u s  SUDDENLY ATTACKED THII DRV ON 5 AUGUST. BY DOING SO US 
i m p e r i a l i s m  h a s  g o n e  b e y o n d  t h e  VERGE OF WAR AND EMBARKED ON 
THE F I R S T  S T E P  IN  EXPANDING THE WAR IN I N D O - C H I N A ,  AND THE 
SI T U A T I O N  I S  EXTREMELY GRAVE. THE C?R GOVT "COMPLETELY  
CFN l A A  2 1  1 6  4 5  1 0 0 0  HRS HK US DRV 5 US CPR

PAGE TWO RUMJDH 0 2  UNCLa S ;
SUPPORT" THE D R V S  STERN P R C T E S T A G A I N S T  THE U S .

T H I S  SECOND I N C ID E NT  IN  THE GULF OF TONKIN I S  COMPLETELY 
PREMEDITATED AND FABRICATED IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE WAR IN  
I N D O - C H IN A  AND TO SEND ARMED FORCES TO AREAS NEAR THE DRV 
FROM TAIWAN AND HK.

/ • . ■
S I N C E  3  AUGUST THE US HAD CC^^MITTED A S E R I E S  OF AGGRESSION  
AGAINST THE D R V .  "THE CPR GOVT SOLEMNLY STATE THAT THE AGGRESSION  
AGAINST T H E 'D R V  I S  STARTED 5Y THE U S .  S IN C E  THE US DOES T H I S ,  v 
THE DRV HAS GAINED THE RIGHT TO R E S I S T  A GGRE SSION ,  AND ALL 
COUNTRIES SUPPORTING THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE ALSO OBTAINED  
THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT THE DF̂ V ‘ S ACTION AGAINST A G G R E S S I O N . . . .
THE DRV I S  A CLOSE NEIGHBOR CF C H INA ’ S AND THE VIETNAMESE  
PEOPLE ARE BROTHERS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE.  ANY US AGGRESSION  
AGAINST THE DRV I S  AN AGGRESSION AGAINST THE CPR.  THE CHINESE

L^ICLASSIFIED
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCUSSIFIED"
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- 2 -  144 , AUGUST 6 , FROM HONG KONG

PEOPLE WILL NEVER S I T  IDLY 3Y '/ITHOUT ASSISTANCE. . THE  U S 'S  
BLOOD DEBT TO THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE MUST 3E REPAID. THE US 
GOVT MUST i m m e d i a t e l y  STOP I T S  iRMED AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATIONS 
AGAINST THE SACRED TERR ITO R IA L  LAND, SEA, AND AIR OF THE DRV,
OR THE US GOVT MUST BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL GRAVE CONSEQUENCES 
CAUSED BY T H I S  /AGGRESSION AN’D PROVOCATIONS/".

RICE- 
BT '
CFN D R V S  US TONKIN DRV TAIWAN 3 US DRV CPR DRV US US DRV 
DRV’ S DRV US DRV CPR US’ S US DiiV !JS . ,/■ ......... '

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S - 0  AT 2 :30  A.M. AUGUST 6 , 1964 

PASSED WHITE HOUSE, CJA, DOD 8 -6 - 6 4  -  3 :0 0  A.M.
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Z C Z a ! J A 5 7 l J 5 - ? 9  
P ?  HUEHCR RUSMDT RUFGWP 
D £ RU:-5JDH 2 0  1 3 / 1 1 1 5 Z
P R 1 0 1 1 3 4 Z  Z E A ____ •
FM AtOCO::SUL; H O N G K O N G ^ '  .

TO RUZHCR/SHTCSTATE-'yASHDC  
INFO RUSBASyA-' iZr-IBASSY NEUDELHI
r u m j i r / a :-:e m 3 a s s y  s a i g o n
R U FHD N/A >;E : i3A SS Y  LONDON 
RUFGVP/A!1Ei- :3ASSY P A R I S  
R U E H D T /U S U N  NEWYOHK 
STATE GRN'C
B T . - ___________
C » I 1  F i  il h II 1 I T

l;-i A'JG 10 /.M 10 35

.-aCTION PR IO RITY , DEPT NFC NEW DELH I 8 SAIGON 50 tONDOH-24
PARIS 15 USUN 2 FROM HK0N6 AUGUST 10, 8 FA —  ̂ ^  ^

'v . .

DEPTEL 165, ' r e p e a t e d  NEW D E L H I 299.

'o n  BA SIS IKFOPJIATION AVAILABLE HERE, CONGEN DOUBTS CHICC^S  ̂  ̂ , , 
.UERE PRE-IE r-JOVERS BEHIND DRV ATTACKS ON OUH DESTEOY£!?S IN  "  ^  
TaN X IN  GULF. CFR GOVT STaTH-JEKT AUG 6  AND S U S S E ^ E N T  PRONOUNCiE:- 
H£;vr:^HAVE C0J:VEYED SENSE OF CAUTION IN FO RK U W Tm K O S^SPO N SE TO 
OUR RETALIATION AND CHICOM MOVES SO FAR SUGGEST CAREFUL 
CALCULATIGN WHICH WOULD SEEM INCONSISTENT U I7H  A D V E N T U R E ^H  '' 
CFN 166 8 50 24 15 2 10 8 165 299 DRV TONKIN CPR 6 ^  -----"  ^  ^

c
/I
iT

G
0

0

C
I

G
■1=

FAGS VJO RLvUDH 20 
QUALITY OF DRV /f^riOAL

EVEN ASSUMING CHICOriS HAD UNDEHESTIMATI 
US WILLINGNESS.TO RESPOND FORCEFULLY, TH E IR  S E N S IT IV ITY  TO TA LK  
OF OPERATIONS AGAINST DRV WAS REPEATEDLY EVIDENCED BEFORE AUG 2 
AND sh o uld  ha ve  LQSICALLY RESTRAINED THEM FROa SPONSORING R ISK Y  
PROVOCATION. IN  TACTICAL SENSE, CHICCMS MIGHT HAVE BEEN AvJARE 
IN advance o f MORE AGGRESSIVE DRV NAVAL INSTRUCTIONS 
CONTRIBUTED TO AUG 2 ATTACK, BUT CHINESE ENCOURAGEiCENT OF SECOND 
ATTACK AUG 4 IN  FACE OVERWHELJIXNG US SUPERIO RITY  WOULD VIO LATE  
FUNDAMENTAL CHICOM M ILITA RY  TEN ET OF RESPECTING ENEMY TACTICALLY  
and MOBILIZING SUPERIOR FORCE BEFORE STR IK IN G . F IN A LLY , VE 
SUSPECT p a t t e r n  OF P U B L IC ITY  FROM HANOI AND PEIPING WOULD HAVE 
BEEN LE S S  DELAYED, CONFUSED, AND INCONSISTENT I F  CHIcCIS HAD 
PLANNED a f f a ir  FROM STA R T.
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-2- 166, A u g u s t  10 , 8 P .M ., From Hong Kong

BANNERJEE’ S s u p p o r t in g  ARGu:’1ENTS would no t S E B l PERSUASIVE FROM 
CMICO!: VIEWPOINT. CHICC.-iS HAVE BEEN PUT ” 0N SPOT" XN FAR MORE 
EJKEDIATE SENSE THAN SOVIETS AND CHICC,'-1S ARGUMENTS IN AFRO^ASIAN 
COUNTRIES a t LEAST PARTLY UNDERCUT BY TECHNIQUE X DRV ACTIONS.
IN SUM, UE TH IN K  FRENCH FOiv’OFF VIETNAM DESK OFFICER (P A R IS ’ 742 
TO DEPT) IS  CLOSER TO AT LEAST PARTIAL EXPLANATION DRv MOTIVATION,

GP-3. ' ■ . .

RICE  ̂ •
BT . -

-  CFN DRV US DRV 2’ DRV 2 4 US HANOI PEIPING BANNERJEE’ S 
NOT DRV- 742 DRV GP-3

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S - 0  1 1 :5 0  A .M ., 8 - 1 0 - 6 4 .
R̂ LSSED WHITE HOUSE, D0D,^GIA 1 :1 0  P .M ., 8 -1 0 -6 4 ,

' f. •

rOMTj^FllTTTfl'
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ACTION PR I  OR I T  Y(" 
T A IP E I  29  TOKYO

CINCPAC FOR POLAD.

16X>INF0 S/A

J
C
2
G'

7
C

;  cr

-■ - : ' o

irnC PAC  UNN

PEIPING ' OVER WEEKEND. BROAE 
SUPPOi^T FOR DRV AND^RENGI 
BY IMPLYING SPECIF^CVMEASURE^

I VIEMT^ANE 19 
FROM AUG 10, 9,:30 M

jCALE 6f  M^SS R A L L I t s  DEMONSTRATING 
>D) AUG s X l EDGE o f SUPPORT FOR I T  

ilSTANCfev^WOULD BE FORTHCOMING,

I .  FOLLOWING 
M ILLIO N PE 
CFN 167 51

V  a
gtONSTRATXON^Xt^ PEIPING INVOLVING HALF i 

O N G EN 'SH X ^^, DEMONSTRATIONS REPORTEDLY
3 10 $:^0'DRV '^<L>156 C

I
Q

PAGE TWO RUMJDH 22 -S-O W~ F  I  D g-M-JLJ  A L  ■
CONTINUED ON WIDENING SCALE WITH ONE MILLION ON SATURDAY AND TWO 
M ILLION ON SUNDAY PARTICIPATING IN PARADES, R A LLIES  AND MEETINGS, 
IN  ADDITION PEIPING DEMONSTRATIONS, SIM ILAR A C TIV IT IE S  HAVE 
SPREAD THROUGHOUT CHINA WITH DEMONSTRATIONS INVOLVING HALF 
M ILLION RE;P0RTED 'IN  SHANGHAI, THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND IN CANTON 
AND TWO HUNDRED F IF T Y  THOUSAND IN CHUNGKING. NEARLY ALL MAJOR 
C IT IE S  REPORTED AS HAVING HAD DEMONSTRATIONS. '

•2. OpfPARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE WAS LIAO CHENG-CHIH*S SPEECH AT 
AUG 9 RALLY OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND IN  OPEN-AIR WORKERS*
STADIl^l AT WHICH CHOU E N -LA l, LU  T IN G -Y I, LO JUI-CHINGUND '
OTHER LEADERS WERE REPORTED’ AS IN ATTENDANCE.'THREE MAJOR 
ASPECTS CHARACTERIZED LlA O ‘ 3 SPEECH: - .

A. FORTHCOMING TANGIBLE MEASURES OF SUPPORT FOR DRV MORE STRONGLY 
IM PLIED . NCNA REPORTS LIAO AS HAVING STATED THAT "TH E  CHINESE

-CORFIDENTIAL- REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS 
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCIASSIFIED"

XEROX FROM QUICK COPV
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PEOPLE WERE DETERM INI-D BY PRACTICAL DEEDS TO VOLUNTEER AID TO 
THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IN Tn’EIR JUST STRUGGLE AGAINST US AGGRESSION 
AND IN DEFENCE OF THEIR MOTHERLAND." IN ADDITION, LIAO REPEATS 
CPR GOVERN̂ 'IENT STATEMENT OF AUG 6 THAT, AS RESULT US ACTION,
"ALL COUNTRIES UPHOLDING GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE GAINF^RIGHT 
TO ASSIST DRV IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST AGGRESSION," AND IN CONCLUSION 
HE ASSERTS that "CHINESE.PEOPLE ABSOLUTELY WILL NOT SUPINELY 
tolerate RUTHLESS US IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION AGAINST THEIR .
CFN SHANGHAI CANTON CHUNGKING 2' LIAO CHENG-CHIH’ S 9 cHOU EN-L'AI'
LU TING-YI‘ LO JUI-CHING LIAO’ S A DRV.NCNA LlAO US LIAO CPR 
6 US DRV NOT US
OPERATORS NOTE: UNDERLINE IN PARA 2A IMI 2 A FIRST SENTENCE, '
AND WORDS (PRACTICAL DEEDS) (VOLUNTEER AID) SECOND SENTENCE. 
(CONGEN UNDERLINING) ■

PAG6 C 0 N- F  I D E-4H T - - n n r  . '
BROTHERS^ THE VIETNA>JESE P E O P L E ," .  ,

^  B) US WILL 3E PUNISHED. LIAO STATED, "SINCE YOU HAVE COMMITTED
f CAPITAL CRIME OF AGGRESSION, YOU MUST BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE DUE

PUNISVJMENT. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO ESCAPE IT ."

C) "MYTH" OF SECOND TONKIN GULF INCIDENT. LIAO DEVOTES CONSIDER­
ABLE attention  TO FURTHERING CHICOM-DRV CLAIM THAT SECOND 
TORPEDO BOAT ATTACK ON AUG 4 IS "FABRICATION" AND PRETEXT FOR 
ATTACKING DRV. HE CLAIMS US LEADERS* "INCONSISTENT MUMBLING" AS 

'TO NUMBER OF PT BOATS INVOLVED AND HOUR WHEN ATTACK MADE HAS '
I EXPOSED TH EIR " L I E "  AS DESIGNED TO EXECUTE " PRE-tMEDITATED PLAN"

FOR EXTENSION OF "WAR OF AGG RESSION ." ‘ .

3 .  PEOPLE DAILY EDITORIAL OF AUG 9, LATEST AND MOST SIGNIFICANT 
OF FOUR CONSECUTIVE EDITORIALS ON VIETNAMESE SITUATION TAKES 
same LINE AS LIAO CHENG-CHIWS SPEECH, STRESSING IN EVEN MOt?E > 
CONCRETE TERMS THEME THAT THE MATTER IS NOT YET SETTLED AND 
RETRIBUTION WILL BE FORTHCOMING. AMPLIFYING AUG 6 STATEMENT, 
EDITORIAL STATES, "BY ITS ACTSbF AGGRESSION, US IMPERIALISM HAS 
GIVEN COUNTRIES Ai D PEOPLES THAT UPHOLD GENEVA AGREEt- ÊNTS AND ALL 
PEACE-LOVING COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES THE RIGHT TO (BEGIN 
UNDERLINE) TAKE ACTION (END UNDERLINE) IN RENDERING SUPPORT IN 
(BEGIN UNDERLINE) EVERY POSSIBLE FORM' (END UNDERLINE)
FOR THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE .TO RESIST THE US'AGGRESSORS." (OUR 
CFN B US LIAO C TONKIN LlAO DRV.4 DRV US PT 3 9 LIAO CHENG-CHIH*S 
NOT 6  US US . . . . .

' ■■.  ■■ ' "■ ■ '.V. .. .

S • ^ONFTPFNTTAT.
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PAGE FOUR RUMJDK 22 C O N F I D E N T I A L  
UNDERLINING) ALSO PARALLELING L I aO,,EDITORIAL MAKES IMPLIED
threat of Future r etal ia tio n  for uVaction against drv , warning 

, ” US aggressors, DON’ T YOU REJOICE 700  SOON. DON'T THINK YOU CA 
GET AVAY with your SURPRISE' ATTACK ON THE DRV." (LITERAL 
translation  of CHINESE Su:-iMARY IN HONG KONG COMMUNIST WEN WEI 
PAO r eads , "US AGGRESSORS, DON’T THINK YOU CAN CARRY OUT A SUDD 
attack on the DRV AND THE MATTER WILL BE CONCLUDED.") EDITORlA,L 
concludes, - from now on the INITIATIVE WILL BE IN THE HANDS Olfr 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND THE PEOPLES OF THE WHOLE WORLD WHO SaPPOR 
them,  i t  i s  you and not us WHO WILL BE DEFEATED.-

4 . 'PEIPING TA KUNG PAO AUGUST 10 EDITORIAL REITERATES PEOPLE’ S
Da il y  statements in  more concise  terms s t a t in g , - we are
DETERMINED TO SUPPORT WITH CONCRETE ACTION THE VIETNAMESE PEOPL 
JUST STRUGGLE TO RESIST US AGGRESSION AND DEFEND THEIR MOTHER- 
LA^:D.” EDITORIAL ALSO STRESSES ALERTNESS TO EVENTS SAYING, "WE 

. MUST MOBILIZE OUR PEOPLE STILL FURTHER, HEIGHTEN OUR VIGILANCE 
and be ready FOR WHATEVER EVENTUALITIES AND GIVE ALL-OUT 
SUPPORT FOR JUST STRUGGLE OF VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AGAINST US 
AGG??ESSION." . -

5 .  PEOPLE’ S DAILY EDITORIAL AUGUST 8 IS DEVOTED TO ATTACK ON US 
EFFORTS TO BRING AUGUST A TONKIN GULF INCIDENT BEFORE UNSC, 
DENOUNCING IT AS DEVICE "PROVIDE LEGAL CAMOUFLAGE FOR ACTS OF 
CFN LIAO US DRV US DRV WEN WEI PAD US DRV NOW NOT 4 TA KUNG PAO 
10 US US 5 8 US 4 TONKIN UNSC -

PAGE FIVE RUMJDH 22 -6  0 N P I D E W T I A L '
AGGRESSION." EDITORIAL STRESSES THAT "UNITED NATIONS HAS NO 
RIGHT WHATSOEVER TO INTERFERE IN INDO-CHINA. A PEACEFUL SETTLE­
MENT FOR INDO-CHINA CAN ONLY BE SOUGHT THROUGH THE CHANNEL OF T> 
GENEVA ACCORD." IN CLEARLY ANTI-SOVIET SENSE, NCNA REPORTED 
SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO’ S AUGUST 7 MESSAGE TO DRV 
FOREIGN MINISTER PROPOSING SUBMISSION OF QUESTION TO UNSC FOR 
CONSIDERATION; NCNA IN ANOTHER DISPATCH HAS STRESSED CONGRUENCE 
OF US AND SOVIE' EFFORTS TO BRING MATTER BEFORE UN;7C.

6 .  HONG KONG COMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS WEN WEI PAO AND TA KlIJG PAO 
IN com m entaries  t o d a y  BOTH DISPARAGE US ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PATROl 
WILL BE SUSPENDED IN TONKIN GULF, WITH WEN WEI PAO TAKING 
POSITION THAT THIS MOVE PROMPTED BY US DESIRE "RELAX OPPOSITION 
OF PEOPLE OF WORLD" RATHER THAt  ̂ DESIRE TO RELAX TENSIONS.

\II' r o N F i D E t r r i A i .
- . *1
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C a^ M E N T ;  L I A O  CHEMG-CHIHS ST A T EM E N TS US P E O P L E ’ S  D A I L Y  AUG 9  
e d i t o r i a l  g o  f u r t h e r  t h a n  AM'tTHIMG T H U S  FAR I N  C 0M M IT TK 5G  P E I P I N G  
TO E X P R E S S  SUPPORT OF DRV IN SCJIE CONCRETE WAY. THEY SEEM D E S I G N E D  
P R I M A R I L Y  TO REMEDY F A I L U R E  OF AUG 5  STATEMENT TO ANNOUNCE ANY 
PROMPT OR S P E C I F I C  M EASURES OF A S S I S T A N C E ,  TO PREVENT US FROM 
A S S lJMING I T  CAN MAKE FURTHER MOVES A GAINST DRV WITH I M P U N I T Y ,  AND 
P O S S I B L E  TO P R E PA R E  PO P U L A T I O N  FOR MORE DIRECT INVOLVEMENT I N  D R y  
S E C U R I T Y  I N  F U T U R E .
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ScVI e t  Heac11on t o  Tonkin Gulf C r i s i s :  
c W x

AUG 7 1964

G reater Verbal
Commitments

The -irrendj n o ted  yesterd ay^  toward g r e a t e r  str idem ^ y i n  S o v ie t  

propaganda a t t a c k s  on our a c t io n s  i n  th e  Tonkin Gulf has g a th ered  

some momentum. E q u a lly  n o ta b le j  however^ i s  Moscovj's co n t in u ed  

f a i l u r e  t o  commit i t s e l f  t o  - ' .ssist  th e  North V ietn am ese . At the  

UMj th e  S o v ie t s  to d ay  l e f t  th e  burden o f  th e  a t t a c k  on th e  US to  

th e  C zechs.

Charge o f  US F a b r ic a t io n  R epeated . An a r t i c l e  in  t o d a y 's  

Pravda a c c u s in g  th e  US o f  s e e k in g  a casu s  b e l l i . i n  .th e  Tonkin Gulf 

c a r r i e s  th e  North V ietnam ese charge - -  but w ith o u t  comment - -  th a t  

th e  secon d  in c id e n t  was a "complete f a b r ic a t io n "  on W ashington's  

p a r t .  The a r t i c l e  a l s o  lirJcs US a c t i o n  w ith  th e  e le c t io n s ^  

a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  W ashington i s  a c t in g  u n d e r ;p re ssu r e  o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  

and G oldw ater. Pravda a l s o  p r in te d  s e l e c t e d  h o s t i l e  f o r e ig n  

r e a c t i o n s .  The S o v ie t  peace and A fr o -A sia n  S o l i d a r i t y  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  

m eanwhilej went i n t o  th e  r i t u a l  o f  p r o t e s t in g  and demanding a h a l t  

t o  US a g g r e s s io n .  I n s te a d  o f  th e  u su a l  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  support f o r

GRO'j?
5 yos-X’ 

i n t e r v c . : . ; : ;.:-aao3i^i3fa'  
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a " v lc t in " ,  hovreverj th e  S o v ie t  groups urged "xs'orld op in ion "  to  

r a i s e  i t s  v o i c e .

V /a it-and-See  A t t i t u d e  M ainta ined . Other ^ovi.^t comiuentj t o o ,  

rem ains d e v o id  o f  th e  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  "support and sympathy" f o r  

th e  North V ietnam ese v/hich have "been stan d ard  themes i n  p r e v io u s  

E ast-W est c r i s e s .  On t h i s  s c o r e ,  P ravda. adheres s t r i c t l y  t o  th e  

l i n e  o f  th e  m oderate August 5 TA*SS s ta te m en t  and S o v ie t  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  

M orozov's -August 6 S e c u r i t y  C ouncil p r e s e n t a t io n  in -v iarn in g  t h a t  US 

a g g r e s s iv e  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a in s t  th e  DRV can cau se  a wide m i l i t a r y  

c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v i n g  th e  most s e r io u s  conseo^uences. Khirushchev, 

c o n t in u in g  h i s  to u r  o f  th e  USSR, has s t i l l  not been  heard from on 

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .

S ln o - S o v ie t  D iv e r g e n c ie s .  The u n d e r ly in g  d i f f e r e n c e s  betv/een  

Moscow and P e ip in g  - -  a lr e a d y  e v id e n t  i n  Moscow's f a i l u r e  to  e x p r ess  

su pp ort f o r  th e  A sian  Communists v?hlle P e ip in g  I n s i s t s  th a t  

a l l  communist c o u n t r ie s  must hack th e  DRV - -  v;a.s made more e x p l i c i t  

i n  a C hinese Communist comment today  on th e  S e c u r i t y  C ou ncil  (SC) 

d e l i b e r a t i o n s .  P e ip in g  n o ted  Morozov d id  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  SC 

c o n s i d e r a t io n  o f  th e  US com p la in t  a g a in s t  th e  DRV, and charged  th a t  

he " r e fr a in e d  from r e f u t i n g  th e  l i e  f a b r i c a t e d  by th e  US Government 

about US w a rsh ip s  hav in g  been a t ta c k e d  by th e  DRV." M orozov's  

r a t h e r  p e r fu n c to r y  la s t - m in u t e  sp ee ch  a t  th e  SC to d a y ,  i n  vrhich he 

J o in e d  th e  Czech d e le g a t e  in  a t t a c k in g  U S .a c t io n s  but s t i l l  c a l l e d  

f o r  more in fo r m a t io n ,  miay w e l l  draw f u r t h e r  C hinese f i r e .

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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F i r s t  Sovle-’: R eferen ce  to  l4 -W a tlo n  Geneva C on feren ce . TASS 

has n o ted  U T h a n t's  statem ent^  here  i n  W ashington, douhting  th a t  

th e  S e c u r i t y  C ouncil v/as th e  proper forum f o r  se;^tlement o f  th e  

In doch in a  c r i s i s  and t h a t  a l 4 - n a t i o n  Geneva c o n fe r e n c e  must be 

convened . T his i s  th e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  s in c e  th e  c r i s i s  "began th a t  

Kosco--; has made t o  a c o n fe r e n c e  a lth o u g h  ;̂ .he Czech a l lu d e d  t o  i t  

i n  th e  SC t o - d a y .  - ^

LIMTED OFFICIAL USE
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Dear M r . I ’rcs ic lcnt ,

I  deem i t  necessary to p o rs o n i i l ly  in fo rm you about the 

concerT. t l i ; i t  v/o Too l  in  cor.noction v i t h  the events un fo ld ing  

i n  t l ie G u l f  o f  'Tonkin,

From tho very  o u tse t  I  ’>.'ant to mention th a t  ve knov about 

thoS'C events s o le ly  from those statenionts v l i ich  have been made 

these days in  -.'ashingtor!, from the x^ublished orders  to the 

Anerican armed, f o r c e s , from the re p o r t s  o f  the nevs agences and 

also from the s ta te r .o n t ,  j u s t  published  ̂by. the spokesman of

the High Command o f  the Vietnamese People 's  Army concerning the 

in c id e n t  on August 2 in  the G u l f  o f  Tonk in .  Ve do not have other  

i n fo rm a t io n  as y e t .  One th in g  i s  u n d isp u ta b le , hov:ever, -  tho 

s i t u a t i o n  there has sh a rp ly  d e te r io ro te d  and m i l i t a r y  c o n f l i c t s  

are tc.king place near the coast o f  the Democratic iJepublic of  

Vietnam and the Cliinese Peop le 's  ReT)ublic, in  vh ich warships  

of the U . S .  Navy are p a r t i cix'’;^ting as w e l l  as m i l i t a r y  planes  

based on American a irc r<aft  -  c a r r i e r s .  Also obvious i s  the 

' s e r io u s n e ss  o f  these developments -  indeed, i t  i s  imposs ib le  

to  ru le  out th a t  they may mushroom in to  such p ro p o r t io n s  and 

t u r n  i n  such a way th a t  i t  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  to say where they  

w i l l  s top .
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’.'e do not Imovr exact ly  nov j u s t  vhat has happened th e re .  Bu t
I

oven i r re s p e c t iv e  of t h i s  the fa c t  remains th a t  the v a r s h ip x o f

the U . S .  Navy have entered the G u l f  which cuts deeply in to  the ■

l e r r i t o r i e s  of  the DflV and the CPU, and th a t  i t  i s  from these
i

ship? th a t  f i r e  was opned and a i r c r a f t  are being launched vhich j

?.ccordino- to the l a t e s t  re p o r t s ,  are making s t r i k e s  aga ins t  !
r I

c.n'ectives on the t e r r i t o r y  o f  the DRV. S u f f ic e  i t  to look at j

the mop to convince o n e se l f  t h a t  excerit the DRV and the CPU there
!

^re nr o the r  s ta te s  the t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  which a jo in  the G u l f  o f  I
!

i'on]cin and t h a t  , consequent ly , t l ie  very fa c t  o f  in t ro d u c t io n

o f  <\.Porica.n v a r s h ip s  i n  th a t  G u l f  under any circumstances cannot

bo vieved in  any o the r  way but as n. m i l i t a r y  demonstrat ion,  as a

cha,llenge to the s ta te s  whose shores a.re washed by t h a t  G u l f .

V/ith a l l  f rankness  I  must so,y t h a t  i f  these act ions' o f  ,

‘.n’.erican warsh ips  and a i r  fo rces  pars\ie the aim of  s t re ng the n ing
. 1

somehow the p o s i t io n  o f  the c o r ru p t  and ro t te n  South Vietnamese 

regime vhich e x i s t s  -  and t h i s  i s  no secre t  to anyone -  on ly  beca.use
,  I

■of the fo re ig n  support ,  then such act ions w i l l  not achieve the |

.given aim. R u t  to increase the danger o f  a se r io u s  m i l i t a r y  

c o n f l i c t  -  they can.

A q ues t ion  a r i s e s  before me; have not clouds been d e l ib e ra te ly  

darkened around the develo]jments in  the G u l f  o f  Tonlvin ? I s  not  

the in f lue nc e  f e l t  here by those q u a r te rs  and persons who do not
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cor.ccp-1 t h e i r  d e s i re  to in i lamc the pass io ns ,  to  j^our o i l  on tl ie 

flanio !:,nfl >c3 vhose m i l i t a n t  frame o f  mind one should regard w i th  

great caut ion atxd I ' c s t r n i n t  ? l iu t  i f  t h i s  in f l i ionc o  i s  indeed re a l  

Paul i f  i t  has an ear , then fmother,  more se r io u s  quest ion  a r i s e s  ~ 

v;hore tlic- p resent  developments can leod to ?
I

I t  vould be unnecessary to  spcalv in  d e t a i l  nov about the 

enormous r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  vh ich our, two powers bear, you j^ersonal ly  as 

P re s id e n t  of  the Un i ted S ta te s  and I  as Chairrian o f  the U . S . S . R .

Council o f  M i n i s t e r s ,  i n  keening the peace, i n  ensur ing  th a t  dangerous 

events 'whichever area o f  the gloJ?e they begin w i t h ,  vould i io t  become 

f i r s t  elements i n  the chain o f  ever more c r i t i c a l  and. maybe i r r e v e r s i b l e  

events .  I  be l ieve th a t  you should agree w i t h  t h i s .  And i f  t h i s  i s  so,  

then at t h i s  moment i t  i s  most important to draw from t h i s  necessary  

p ra c t ic a l  conclus ions and proceeding from t h i s  l o f t y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

to  lo o ’-' a t  the si rcumstances around the developments i n  the G u l f  of  

Ton’t in  v i t h  maximum o b j e c t i v i t y  and to again and again weigh poss ib le  

cont onuer.ces .

I  vould not l i k e  here to give play to fe e l in g s  although t h i s ,  

i n  a l l  appearance, i s  j u s t i f i e d  by the s i t u a t i o n .  Because o f  lack o f  

r e l i n l ' i e  in fo rm a t io n  I  confine rnyself to express ing those thoughts  

v/hich fo l lo v ;  from the main and undeniable fa c t ,  namely, th a t  the 

warsh ips  a.nd a,ir  fo rces  o f  the Uni ted S ta te s  have taken m i l i t a r y  actions  

i n  the G u l t  o f  Tonivin area.
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I  vant to emphasize t l ia t  no one hi'S askoci the S o v ie t  Govei'nment 

to address you in  connection v i t l i  the developraents near the coast o f  

thL‘ .])Uy and the CPU. I f  thoro appears a th ro n t  to pcace, I  om deeply 

convinced th a t  we should not w a i t  f o r  renues ts  or appeals from anybody 

but must act so as to remove t h a t  t h re a t  v i t h o u t  delay.

I  vould l i k e  to hope th a t  on your p a r t  there w i l l  be shovn 

necessary comjiosure o,nd r e s t r a i n t  in  ordov to remove the m i l i t a r y  

te n s io n  and stop d e f ia n t  act ions  o f  the American armed fo rc es  in  the 

Guj f  o f  Tonk in  area vhich may lead to an appropriate resi>onse from 

the o ther  s id e .

S in c e re ly ,

N.KliUUSIICHEV

August 5, 1964<
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D<!2 j* M s , Cii?-irn-5r>.a;

I  tho ccnccTu a-^xeszHid in your msssf.g© of iiuguss: £i£th

coiiCQvnixi^ th‘5 inciasats i?i the Golf cf Toakia.

I. also fa lly  shara your vio'w cf he-3,%y responsibility which v/g 

b o s k  fc'Oa? fo.T k c f t p i i i g  t h s  p c a ^ e  a a d  ioi* p i ’c v s n t i n ^  i a c i d e n t s  c .ny' ; /hsx'e  i n  

the world fro^rj starting a. chaia of daiagerous and irrev»?rsiblc dsiveloprneats. 

I f  \73.0 fo r th is pfessou that wo took only the mlsinram defSiisJivo acUon ia 

ycspoiise to the f i r s t  attack upon tho Arnci’ican dCiStroyoa* in the Gulf o£ 

Toiil'du. I  think you caa uivd-srstand ihat tlie second deiib'^raSe attack --  

c:i which thvTO Is  complot.3 aa<i l^contj;oveytlble evidence coukl not be 

allowed to pass \viJh*ut reply. Our r ctiian. cas'cfuliy sssoiiSir/ied to f i t  

tho cii'cumstaaces, s.ad we have ko wish at a ll to S2 S thia nr.aU-Si* ga fu rth « r. 

V/c have-, of couyes, rrf'Sda appropriat^j dapJoyments ixi tha ri?£a s s  v/e are 

uncertain fhs pui-pcss cf Ehorse flagrant a-ttacks ozi oui- H-hlpai ca ths high 

ceaa. V/o do not hi3.o%v, fo r example, whsther they were issfclsateu by 

Peiping or made by the Morth Vietaamess in aa e 'fo rt to draw Pe-ipiag into 

th'3 I  have raads ii: cJsar, publkly, tha£ v,-b oarissjvcs do net w ish

ea escalstio3i cf thia situation.

Our positioa with respect io Souiu 1.4<5{.nara Las bcea rr:ad3 cisar  

oa many occasioiia . I repaat Shat wo seok no m ilitary bass o? sp ecia l

- T-CP SEC ? .FT  > SEM SIT IV S

DECLASSIFIED 

By /^S/} NARS, Date.^:5?;^^W
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posUiori ia £lu3 area end that oui* ecla purpose is to eaabi« tiis uatioss 

thera io maintain theiis* iadependenc^ vlthoaS outside intcrventloa.

Ou.v coijipleto v/lihda'S'.val from  Laos XoUou'isig tha ogreemcat of i9o2j 

ebout which I havs alroady communicated with you, £s coaviaciag evid©nc< 

cf the s iacerity  of cur parpoae, Aaytliing you caa do to restrain  either 

th'3 X'̂ lorth Yietasznese or Peipisg ts’om furthoi’ feckl^s? actloa m this 

area wil] fco most helpful to peace.

C i r i C e r e l y ,

S E N S I T IV E
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Da N SHOOR o f  CBS TOLD US L a ST NIGHT THaT SOV T aS S  ' 
'CORRESPONDENTS IN BONN HaD YESTERDAY SEPARATELY \  ,
• IN V IT E D SEVERAL US JOURNALISTS HERE TO- JOIN T H E M ' - '  :' 

a t  COFFEE,  SOVS HAD TAKEN RATHER AMBIGUOUS L I N E ,  ,
UHICH ALTERNATELY STRESSED TwO P O I N T ^ ^  A ) - I T  WAS 
D ECE ISIV E  IMPORTANCE TO ASCERTAIN FACTS OF FIR ST  S -i;;-
ATTACKS,.  IN  ORDER TO ESTABLISH WHO WAS G U I L I i r  •'' •;! .
Pa r t y ; a n d  B )  SOV u n i o n  HaD n o  i n t e r e s t ^ t f  .GETTING'-r:'|::;V;. ; v  f  ’

L

•  • . t ; •• r

PAGE 2  RUFHOL 9 5 8  - e  0  N F I  D E N i  1 A T
INVOLVED IN m a t t e r .  THEY ALLUDED. VAGUELY T 0 ^ \ ?  H
RECORD AT TIME OF RED CHINESE ATTACK ON INlXlArTM.^- : ;i : 
PLICATION WAS THAT I F  NORTH VIET NaM ATTACKS WERE i I' <
BONA F I D E ,  USSR WOULD AVOID HEAVY INVOLVEMENT.

«•
THEREAFTER, SOVS INQUIRED CLOSELY AS TO WHAT uS 
CORKZSPONDENTS WERE PLANNING TO FILE ON SITU ATION .

SCHOOR s a i d  HE WAS NOT REPORTING STORY IN NEWS, ALTHOUGH 
HE Ha d  a l e r t e d  h i s  e d i t o r s .  HE WAS u n c e r t a i n  WHETHER . 

^LINES WAS d i c t a t e d  FROM KCSCOW WITH AIM OF SPREADING | ; 
' I T ,  OR WHETHER I T  WAS AD HOC GAMBIT TO E L I C I T  COMMENT, | 
•FROM US NEWSMEN. HE INCLINES TO, FIRST INTERPRETATION..
•; •• . . .  ̂ ' . . i *; j

B-IBOFF’ ALSO TALkED YESTERDAY TO MEYER L a NDRUT (SOV 
•D E S T >  OF FONOFF,  who s t a t e d  t h a t  he  NOT YET HEARD OF 

LOCAL REACTION FROM SO V I E T . EMBASSY, BONN. .

j
i

' \ 
i • ! i

II
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Control:
Rec'd:
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A',.!?. '3 r 8 , 19'-'^
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FROM: V I ENT I ANE 

ACTION; SECSTATE 2'[\

INFO; LONDON 132 
MOSCOW 56 
SAIGON ]C2 
C IN C P A C  2 0 2

DATE: AUGUST 8,  6 PoM.

EMBOFF HAS HAD FRIENDLY CONrACTS OVER ?A$:T--E•l"2:̂ •̂ EÊ ■̂ :-,USIA
NSC months w it h  SOVIET SECOrD SECRETARY, KOf:C0^Tr!.::-8‘£?-i;v3.
INR ^ — ------
YISA a fte r le a rn in g  from  embassy OFFICER Al̂ G 5 Of I Ng.-^RV'' 'N
NIC ^  i NSTAi-LAT ! ONS BY US PLANES, TR I GUBENKO TOLDJJJ.v'<-THAT I F'.^RV:;)
RMT BECAME INVOLVED IN WAR V/ITH US, USSR V.'OUlE k AVEJ'O A.!XD;xVi'^.

OTHERWISE, I T  WOULD FIND IT S E L F  IN UNTENABLE ROSITICN WITH
IT S  A L L IE S , SUCH AS CZECHOSLOVAK I Ao HE AODED THAT IF  US J J / .> -
INDEED BOf'tED DRVM, I T  HAD PLACED USSR IN VER'/ DJff' lVJLx ,
PO SITIO N.

HE LATER SA iD USSR D E F IN ITE LY  W'ANTED LEAVE IT S  POSITION 
AS CO-CHAIRMAN ICC, AND WANTED MAKE I T  CLEAR AS'PO SSI M " T f : A f  
I T  WISHED SHARE NO R E SP O N S IB IL ITY  FOR WHAT MIGHT rXCu4 U .,
LAOS IN FUTU RE, USSR HAD AFPROACHED IT S  D UTIES AS CO-cHAIRMA’r  
WITH INTENTION FINDING SOLUTION TO LAO PORSLEM. HO’,'EVER, I T  
became APPARENT THAT "U S AND THEN COMMUNIST CHINA” WERE NOT 
WILLING PERVi I T  LAOS BE TRULY- NEUTRAL. LAO SITUATIO N 
UNFORTUNATE SINCE COUNTRY V/AS "ONE PLACE IN WCF<LD WtiERE USSR 
HAD PLAYED I T  STRAIGHT WITH U S"„

Q
G P - 3 , 

NAR/22
UN JER

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O  AT 10:^17 AM 
PAQcrrv ' j u i T i r  un: iQr r i A  MQ)!'!

d e c l a s s if ie d  •

PASSED W HITE HOUSE, DOD, C IA, USU.'i " R EPR bD U C iibfj f r o m  t h is  c o p y  is
> G ^ - f B B i i IAL . PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED''

Authority

eMBacd b; RX/S
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LIMITED O F F I C I A L  USE

c o n t r o l : 6 7 3 5  ■;
RECD: ■ AUG g ,  1 9 6 ^  3 : 3 0 P M ' -
' . ■ \
FROM; ' MOSCOW ' \

ACTION: SECSTATE A 2 2  IMMEDIATE'  

i n f o : LONDON 6 5  ' • . i
d a t e : AUG 8 ,  8PM ■ !

S , y

>
*v

1

LIMITED O F FIC IA L  USE ' • • .
V -  .............--------------------  --  . . .

EMB T H I S  AFTERNOON RECEIVED B^MESSENGER MFA NOTE ^ 7 / U S A  AUG 8  ''v *■ 
TRANSMITTING TEXT TELEGRAM AUG 5 FROM DRV FONMIN TO GROMYKO •. '
A\’D AUG 7 REPLY.  NOTE MAKES NO REFERENCE TO ICC OR CO-CHAIRMANSHIP.?  
REQUESTS EMB FORWARD TELS TO US GOVT, -;i

HANOI* T EL ,  WHICH NOT PUBLISHED HERE, RECITES ALLEGED US ATTACKS . , • 
JULY 3 0  -  AUG 2 ON DRV ISLANDS AND INLAND,  ALONG LINES DRV ' ;

PUBLIC STATEMENTS, AND CALLS FOR CO-CHAIRMEN TO REQUIRE OBSERVANCE-: 
GENEVA AGREEMENTS BY US AND RLG, WHICH,'CHARGED WITH PERMITTING .
USE I T S  TERRITORY FOJ^ATTACKS. GROMYKO REPLY PUBLISHED TODAY'S  
PRAVDA AND CARRIED TASS T H I S  MORNING. -  ' . /

WJLESS DEPT INSTRUCTS OTHERWISE EMBASSY WILLj/ACCORDING U S U A Q /  . ‘ 
PR A C T IC E ,  NOT ACKNOWLEDGE AND WILL POUCH J-O pEPT-r-' '  ' -■ '•

,:CFN A 7 / U S A  8  7  3 0  2  ' '

ADVANCE COPY TO S /S -0  8 /8 /6 4 ,  4:00 P.M. •

NOTE; R]?LAYED TO WHITE HOUSE 8 /8 /6 4 ,  4:15 P.M.

STOE

i *•: i

•i ̂ I

• f

(9
LIMITED O F F I C I A L  USE
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L IM ITE D  OFFIC IAL USE
Control
Rec'd:

FROM: MOSCCW

A U G D S r  1 0 ,  1 9 6 4
5:21 P.M .

ACTION: SECSTATE

INFO: LONDON 70 
PARIS 57 
SAIGON 10

DATE: ' AUGUST 10, 7 P.M.

EMBASSY TELEGRAM 387

SOVIET PUBLIC PLAY CF^ f̂tSNK I N GULF CR I 
HAS REFi-ECTED APPAR-EKT DETERM I O N  T  
AS WELL AS NEED TO ESTA B LISH  RKcfea PR IM 
COMmNIST WORLD.

ALTHOUGH TONE OF PRESS fe % T 4 ^ G  GR 
EARLY TASS STATEMENT (R E TO L C h ^ 'V  IE T  
EXPRESSION O FFIC IAL VIEW u fh u K ^ LA TE D  
WEEK-END ORZHONINIZDE SPEEChV a lTHOUSH ST

STR Ib C J^  FOLLOWING 
N̂ED FROM FURTHER

>h)~hev  r em a r k s  in
5ER THAN TASS

STATEMENT, KHRUSHCHEV L IM ITE D  SELF  TO ASSERTION THAT SO V IETS 
W ILL  DEFEND SO C IA LIST STA TES  IF  THEY FORCED INTO WAR BY 
IM P E R IA L IS TS .

FACT THAT T H IS  CAME CfJLY AFTER HEAT OF C R I S I S  EVIDENTLY PAST 
STRONGLY SU(?3ESTS HE SPOKE FOR FUTURE RECORD AND IN CONFIDENCE 
THAT WORDS WOULD NOT BE TE S TE D .

SO VIETS ARE L IK E L Y  RELIEVED AND HOPEFUL THAT C R I S I S  HAS PASSED, 
PROBABLY NOT WITHOUT MIXED FEELING S AS TO IT S  CONSEQUENCES FOR 
HANOI AND PEKING.

DLW

L IM IT E D  O FFIC IAL USE

STO ESSEL

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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c
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F o llo w in g  i s  sm m a iy  (b a se d  on S o v ie t  Embassy t r a n s l a t i o n )  o f
r

K h ru sh c h e v 's  A ugust 7 r e p ly  to  P r e s i d e n t 's  A ugust 1 l e t t e r  t r a n s m i t t e d ;  

D e p te l 316 to  Moscow ( a l s o  r p t d  o th e r  a d d r e s s e e s ) :  ' ' /- ~‘.s
 ̂ M.  ■

K hrushchev  e x p re s s e s  a p p r e c ia t i o n  f o r  f r a n k n e s s  P r e s i d e n t 's  v iew s ' 

and s a y s  h e  w ould a l s o  be  f r a n k ,   ̂ S i t u a t i o n  i n  Laos c a u se  f o r  co n c e rn
' V • . f ■

and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  S o v ie ts  p ro p o se d  c o n fe re n c e  be h e ld  A u g u st, K hrushchev 

r e a f f i r m s  S o v ie t  s u p p o r t  and  o b se rv a n c e  ag reem en t re a c h e d  w ith  P r e s id e n t  

Kennec!^ a t  V ienna and  Geneva A greem ents w hich  b a se d  on i t .
I n . -  ‘ ‘ ^  ̂ • :v :

/  R e p l j^ id e a  S o v ie t  U nion sh o u ld  b e a r  s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Laos and to  

c a l l  n o t  t o  w ith d raw  from  C o-C hairm anshi]^  w h at more c a n  be  ad d ed  to  

S o v ie t  s ta te m e n t  J u l y  26? E f f o r t s  a s  C o -C h a im an  c o n s t a n t ly  b lo c k e d  

by  a c t io n s  o f  o th e r s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  A greem en ts , M ust ad m it e f f o r t s  Co- 

C hairm en rem ain  f r u i t l e s s .  ; . 1‘ I* . - : i”:. ' ' •
« ^

R e c a l l  t h a t  fo llo w in g  V ie n t ia n e  coup in  A p r i l  s i t u a t i o n  d e t e r i o r a t e d
•» ?

f u r t h e r ,  C o -C h aim en  made reco n sn en d a tio n s  to  r e s t o r e  s i t u a t i o n ,  to  renew
.  ■ '

c o o p e ra t io n  th r e e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s .  N o th in g  done t o  change s i tw a t ic a i ,
’ ,  ’ "

H ard t o  b e l i e v e  USG c o u ld  n o t  h av e  e x e r t e d  in f lu e n c e  on Souvanna and

^ o s a v a n  In  o r d e r 'r e s t o r e  s i tu a t i c x i  a c c o rd a n c e  Geneva A g reem en ts ,
- , t  I n c r e a s i n g ly

OrallMl by<

FErSEA: GMB,
CUataacmi

n B s:8/ l 2/ 6U
T«l«sr«pl>ic fransmisuon Md 

- claisificstion »pprov«d byi . ■ ■ FE Green
> '0

s/s -Mr. D a v i e s \ J H  - Mr. Klein
SBk - Mr, T r u e A W l  SCfV -  M r? T o tu a n o f f  ?v_, ^

'{■ ■ ■■ - . y .y. r' ■ REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  < ’

I n c r e a s i n g ly  o b v io u s  two n o t  t h r e e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  a c t in g  in  L a o s ."  "Souvanna ^

Phouraa h a s  l o s t  h i s  i d e n t i t y ,  he h a s  i n  f a c t  c e a se d  t o  be th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f

th e  n e u t r a l i s t  f o r c e s . ’*

A lth o u g h  you K ro te  in  p r i n c i p l e  you do n o t  o b je c t  t o  new Geneva C o n fe ren c e  .

US p u ts  f o r t h  p r e c o n d i t io n s  f o r  such a c o n fe re n c e  and UK and o th e r s  fo l lo w  s u i t .

T h is  ap p ro ach  u n r e a l i s t i c .  I f  one s id e  i n s i s t s  o n 'p r e c o n d i t io n s  o th e r  can do

same. F or exam ple one r a i ^ t  demand N osavan p u l i 'b a c k  h i s  tro o p s  t o  p re v io u s  p o s i t i o n s .

Or t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  b e  r e s to re d -  to  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  b e f o r e  coup . Such a view  n o t

u n fp u n d ed . Such a p p ro ac h  w ould  c l e a r l y  make im p o ss ib le  co n ven ing  c o n fe re n c e ,  IVho
o c c u p ie d ' ‘

i s  t o  s a y  whose troops/Eraasj;gr. v.’h a t  and  when? I m p r a c t ic a b le  t o  advance p r e c o n d i t io n s

y o u  r ec om m en d ,  V ,
(  ^  ^

You w r i t e  t h i s  i s  w hat Souvanna dem ands. Do n o t  d i s p u te  b u t  w ould sa y  "from

o ur s ta n d p o in t  such  a demand m e re ly  c o n f irm s  t h a t  Souvanna Fhouma h a s  r e c e n t l y

d r i f t e d  f u r t h e r  away from  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  c o o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  t h r e e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s

and h a s  a l r e a d y  c e a s e d  t o  e x p re s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  n e u t r a l i s t  g roup  w hich  he

r e p r e s e n te d  e a r l i e r , "  - > . ;  *

You a l s o  e x p re s s  d o u b t H ano i and  P e k in g  w i l l  a g re e  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  l l^ -n a t io n

c o n fe r e n c e .  They ha^ve s a id  re a d y  a t t e n d  and  even i n s i s t  c o n fe re n c e  be  convened
* ■ -i '

u r g e n t l y ,  Hope US w i l l  d ro p  any  p r e c o n d i t io n s  an d  rem ove o b s ta c le s  t o  co n v en in g

c o n fe re n c e  cai L a o s . O th e rw ise  S o v ie t  Unicsi v i l l  h av e  t o  c o n s id e r  q u e s t io n  r e l i n -

. q u is h in g  C o -C h a irm an 's  f u n c t i o n s t s i n c e  th e y  h ave  become an ach ro n ism , tu rn e d  i n t o

f i c t i o n .   ̂  ̂ '  -

D i f f i c u l t  v iew  L ao q u e s t i o n 'i s o l a t e d  from  o th e r  r e g io n s  o f  S o u th e a s t  A s ia .
, i .• .s- . ■  DS m easu re s  1

Classification
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i C l a s s i f i c a t i o n

US m e a s u r e s  e s c a l a t i n g  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  SVN a g  v e i l  a s  d a n g e r o u s  n a v a l  

a n d  a i r  o p e r a t i o n s  G u l f  o f  T o nk in  d o  n o t  f a c i l i t a t e  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  L a o s ,  

0 ? - 3  .

SENT TO:

r

MOSCOW 
LONDON 
PARIS ■ 
VIENTIANE , . 
BANGKOK ; 
SAIGCN
PHNCM PENH ' ■ - 
RANGOON 
NEW DELHI 
OT̂ 'AVJA 
WARSAW 
HONG KONG 
USUN 
CINCPAC

V,

f  * 1 • •• * 'w--* . - V -V'* ^

• - • k . . * r ^  • w ; » rV ' »• . . {• - •
.  • ' - V - ,  ■ V .  .w -
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ACTION: Amembassy MOSCOW
AntTinritv T̂ O. 11652 SEC- B(A) and (1^

____  -Ry X T V ^  N A B S .  R a t g ^

F o llo w in g  INR I n t e l l i g e n c e  Note s e n t  S ec i-e ta ry  to d a y  on  

S o v ie t  r e a c t i o n  t o  Tonkin G ulf d eve lo p m en tsj

Moscow’ s wary a t t i t u d e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by i t s  c o v er a g e  t o d a y ’s

ChiCom government s ta te m e n t  which" o m it te d  l a t t e r ' s  t h r e a t e n in g
■ , ' -V-'' .

la n g u a g e ,  i n c lu d in g  a s s e r t i o n  no communist c o u n tr y  c o u ld  s i t  

i d l y  by i f  DRV s u b j e c t e d  t o  a g g r e s s io n , .  None o f  S o v i e t  comment 

so  f a r  has prom ised  any d e g r ee  o f . S o v i e t  su pp ort t o  A s lan  

com m unists . Moscow I n s t e a d  has adhered  t o  form u la  w arning o f  

p o s s i b l e  dangerous c o n se q u e n c e s 'a n d  US r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them. 

Khrushchev rem ains on to u r  S o v i e t  'r u r a l  a r ea s  w i t h  no r e f e r e n c e  

y e t  t o  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  i n  h i s  p u b l i c  rem arks,
* • I • •

W hile non com m itta l on f u t u r e  S o v ie t  c o u r s e s  a c t i o n ,  Moscow 

n e v e r t h e l e s s  b e g in n in g  s t e p  up propaganda a t t a c k s  on US. One 

commentator im p l ie d  P r e s id e n t  Joh n son  a c te d  t o  p l a c a t e  S e n a to r  

G oldw ater; a t  Geneva disarm ament fea is  t a l k s  T sarap k in  ech oed  

yesterday^s>  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  and a c cu sed  US o f  c h o o s in g  p a th  

o f  a g g r e s s io n ;  a n o th e r  commentary c o n t r a s t e d  US P r e s i d e n t ’ s 

ap p rova l t e s t  ban a n n iv e r s a r y  s ta te m e n t  c a l l i n g  f o r  n e g o t i a t e d

Dr«A«d byt
INR/RSB:B^ook:I f b : 8 / 5 / 6 4

Tcleorsphic }r«nitnission and 

cl»tific«fion approved by<
I N R /

■■ i .
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r s e t t l e m e n t s  w ith  h i s  o r d e r in g  US f o r c e s  i n t o  a c t i o n  tHat m ight  

t r i g g e r  m ajor c o n f l i c t .

Seems probab le  .Moscow w i l l  s t e p  up propaganda and d ip lo m a t ic  

campaign a g a in s t  US f o r  i t s  a c t i o n s .  At; same tim e S o v i e t s  may

hope UN S e c u r i t y  C o u n cil  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w h ich  th e y  p rob ab ly  u r g in g
,■■■ 'Lr r

N orth V ietnam ese  a t t e n d ,  w i l l  s e r v e  a s  - r e s t r a in in g  i n f l u e n c e  on  

a l l  s i d e s ' In v o lv e d  and _thus a v e r t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n co m fo rtab le  

s i t u a t i o n  f o r  USSR. J P - 4
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SUB6EQUEOT T O  DHAFTi^^& R E F T e i .  R f lS L S E N  (K O R U A Y )  CALLED TO S a V  KE 
KAD AfSOTHeft U W &  COrWERSATlQW WITH KOROZOV ( U S 3 R > »  H O f t O Z ^ - - R E I T E K -  
fC iE O  A t  P'OUR: P O I N T S  U S S R  W i S H r O  TO REACH AGREEwENT. M I E L S E N  

.-D5PL^I(VED POSCl lO?^'  ELECTED a E - 1 B E R 3  TO HIM m  S A I O  US KAO K G T  
ACCEPTED DRV PHR-ASEOLOiSY m ' b  FE L T  L A S T  SENTEI'ICE W A S  T O O  WEillC.
TOLD i‘5 0 R 0 Z 0 \ /  THAT I F  K £  COULO ACCEPT TEXT I T  y O u L D  S T f ^ S T K © ?  .
H2S KaKI> w i t h  u s .  AS RESULT COI'JVERSaTSOM N I E L S E N  B E L I E V E S  
CFN 5 2 2  ^ 2  S  9  3 1 8

h
o

p a g e  t w o  RUEHDT A 5 2  C 0  N T I  D A L - -  ^
MOROZOV r e a l l y  N O y  COMMITTED TO TEXT ALTHOUGt-f D I D  K'DT U S E  T K C 3E  
P R E C I S E  y O R D S .  TOLD N I E L S E K  UE COf^FIDENT WE COULD GIV E  HIM FIRM  

• a g r e e m e n t  I N  l-jGRrUNG ON CC\’ D I V I O N  U S S R  ACCEPTED T H I S  TEXT V?ITKOUT
CHA'3G2. ’ d T ' ^  '  '

N IE L S E N  s a i d  KE H f D  TOLD CZECHS WHEN THEY HAD I N D I C A T E D  D E S I R E  TC  
SPEPK CNi S U B S T A N C E  Or I S S U E  TOMORROW AFTERNOON THAT T H I S  ALL 
RIGHT BUT P R Z S ’ S  S T A T H 1E N T  WOULD HAVE TO STAND WITHOUT CCJIMEKTS 
BY a n y o n e .  , ^  '

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S /S-O  AT 1 0 :5 6  PM AUGUST 6 t h .
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA A T -11:30 PM AUGUST 6 TH.
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DATE: AUGUST 6 ,  5 PM

'r e a c t i o n  M O S C O W 'P R E S S  AND R A D IO  TV T o ' E V E , i i T 5 ' - i N  GULF f O N K I I ^  
C A U T I O U S  THUS F A R .  PRAVDA AUG 5  C A R R IE D  T E X T ' M I L D  ,TASS "  

.’AUGUST 5  S T A T E M E N T ,  DRV M I M I S T R Y  DEFENSE AUG 5. . .STATEMENT . 
AS l-JELft AS NUMBER SH O R T ,  FACTUAL NEWS ITEMS» P R E L I M I N A R Y  

■SAMPLING  
,THAT MEDIA

SHARPER THAN DOMESTIC TREATMENT,

A b r l̂Ui'lLSLK b n U K l *  WJLVi:::) r  x l j-. jli'j iiNnn. i
: S O V IE T  BROADCASTS BY Ei^BASSY IN D IC A T E S, HOWEVER,' .  > 
)IA TREATMENT FOR FOREIGN AUDIENCE CONSIDERABLY ;
T U A M  r . A M ' T C T T r ’  T D r A T M T T M T .  _______ -  ' '  :

___''I* I Z V E S T I Y A  AUG 5 ,  I N  A D D I T I O N  DRV MD AUG 5  S T A T E M E N T ,
C A R R I E D  A R T I C L E  BY I Z V E S T I Y A  i-JASHINGTOiM CORRESPOI'^DENT 
WHICH S T R E S S E D  "UNKNOWN" I D E N T I T Y  ATTACKING P T  BOATS  

' QUOTED A L LE GE D  S P E C U L A T I O N  OF C E R T A I N  WASHINGTON CORRC’S ^ N D E N J ^  
, T H A T  WHOLE A F F A I R  MAY BE S A I G O N  ATTEMPT TO ” P U L L  U S  D E E P E N —  •
; INTO M ILITA R Y  ADVENTURE'", /  ' • iI • , j
•'e a r l i e r  E D I T I O N S  P R A V D A ,  I Z V E S T I Y A  AND OTHER CENTRAL P A P E R S  ! 
■ONLY C A R R I E D  F E W ,  S H O R T ,  FACTUAL N D J S  ITlilMS AS S I T U A T I O N  !
[ D E V E L O P E D .

COMMENT; S O V I E T S  O B V I O U S L Y  S T I L L  R E SP O N D I N G  T E N T A T I ^ L Y  . ; 
i T O  DEVELOPMENT (K H R U S H C H E V ’ S  CABSENCE VOLGA R E G I O N S  MAY BE 
tC O N T R I B U T O R Y  F A C T O R ) ,  T H I S  CLEARLY I N D I C A T E D  BY T A S S  AUG 
\ 5  STATEMENT W H I C H ,  I N  C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  WE C O N S I D E R  EXTREMELY  
■MILD,  ST A T EM E N T  A )  B E G I N S  IMMEDIATELY WITH S U B S T A N C E  WITHOUT ' 
S A Y  I T  " A U T H O R I Z E D " ;  B )  S T A T E S  MERELY THAT U S  A G G R E S S I V E  
A C T I O N S  ARE B E I N G  CONDEMNED I N  " A U T H O R I T A T I V E  S O V I E T  C I R C L E S " ;  
AND C )  MAKES NO MENTION OF P O S S I B L E  S O V I E T  R E S P O N S E .  OUR 
. I M P R E S S I O N  FURTHER CONFIRMED B Y  W A I T - A N D - S E E  A T T I T U D E  ADOPTED  
‘BY S O V I E T  UN R E P  WHO F A I L E D  D E N O U N C E .U S  CASE OUT OF HAN D ,
FURTHER S T R I K I N G  CO N FIR M A T IO N  P R O V I D E D  L A S T  N I G H T ’ S  MOSCOW 
-TV NEWS PR OG RA M S,  E V E N I N G  NEWS HAD OIJE AWNOUNCOl,  REA^^^

T TM T T Pn m?T?TrTAT Hkl'KOOffetldfr>r6 m  THIS COPY IS 
L I M I T E D  O F F I C I A L  UbE____ PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCIASSIFIED"

xerox' tom  q u i c k  c o p y
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' r e le a s e s  in UNUSUALLY BALANCED TOMES, THE OTHER READ HArJOl.  ̂
RELEASES -THUS GIVIliG LOTH S ID ES  UHAT COULD BE CONSIDERED
FA IR  AND EQUAL TREATHEI'ST* !-‘OSCOlT "NEWS OF WORLD" TV PROGRAM 
WAS DEVOTED IN LARGE PART TO SOVIET DESALIMIZATION . .
EXPERTS  EXTOLLING V IR TU E S  OF SOVIET-US FR IEN D SH IP  AND OF 
RECENT DESALINIZATION AGREEMENTo PROGRAM ENDED WITH SHORT,  
ALMOST EMBARRASSED, NEI'LSLj^MOUNCEMENT OF S ITUA T IO N  IN 
GULF OF TONKIN. . ’
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1964 AU6 6. AM' 7 26

OvQ u  y  I  u h: ~ W [ n r t r  
A U 3 U ST  S 1 2  NOON

T T C t lO N  DEPT/ 1 4 4 / I N F O  P A R I S  1 0  MOSCOW THRE

V I E T  NAM. -
FRENCH AMBASSADOR P I E R R E  F A L A I Z E  T « / ) a'5FERRED HERE 
RECENTLY AFTER 5^,VERAL YEARS AS AMBASSADOR L A O S .  FOR 'UHa T 
IT.  MAY BE WORTH,"HE T E L L S  ME THAT ABOUT TWO YEARS AGO 
SO V I E T  AMBASSADOR. IN  LAOS TOLD HIM THAT I F  H O S T I L I T I E S  
BROKE OUT IN  INDO C H I N E S E  S T A T E S  S O V I E T S  OULD 
LEAVE F I G H T I N G  TO CHICOMS I F  RPT I F  M I L I T A R Y  ACTION L I M I T E D  
TO CONVENTIONAL WEAPONRY. HOWEVER, I F  NUCLEAR WEAPONRY 
EMPLOYED S O V I E T S  WOULD BE COMPELLED TO BECOME I N V O L V E D . -  
CFN 1 4 4  1 0  ,

p a g e  TWO RUQMBE 2 3 7  0  0  N T - f  0  F. N T I  A ^
F A L A I Z E  S A Y S  FRENCH AT THAT TIM E  R E C E I V E D  I D E N T I C A L  
REPORT RE S O V I E T  P O S I T I O N  FROM S O V I E T  SOURCE I N . .  
A U S T R A L I A .  , MEYER -
BT • . - ' . • - ' .

_ •*
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■ FYIt sumnary o f  portion o f IHR iftQEor^i?n on raactlons to U3 St^*03 ^

doallng with USSK: • . . /•' • • V' > 1
■■ . ■ ■ / - .  r- . : ^ V ' ^ r , - ' ' c\

condsnning US actiona in  rathar rout>ino f a s h io n  b u t  e v a d in g  I bsuq o f  v rh ich : v -:; .

h i l f  i n o i d s n t a ,  TASS ‘̂ ramod o f  dangoroug  • . ■‘'" .‘;
:/• ,.v- • t-'..;

• « .  ̂ * ' • •  ' ■ ^ _ /tr

sido took in i t ia t iv e  in  Tonkin Gulf

consbquenoaa for  vhich US'votLtd bg .responslbjLe, but refrained f tod any direct",t
’ V"  ' •  ' ■ ' ' '' ^
csprossion o f  s i i p p o r t - f o r ' - V "  ' C>',r, . ' ' V '"■' '• .'■■ ■■'’■".w ■"
< , : Samg ganaral’ caution and restra in t characterised speech by Korozov

a , : - . v ^ f v  ^v . / - : v ^

o f deterioration  Soviet re la tion s with Asian cc.TiiranlE  ̂ ^ g ic e s  in  that i t *  \  '-
^  ^  rw#" ___t A _______________________ I-*-*'’____ -.wfa iled  to  denounce.lS case aa’pack o f  Uosi/sosiathing.K hich ^tould have baen 

re flex  action  in  e a r lie r  daya  ̂ Instead of, demanding forEal condeianation o f  ra , ; 

KorozOT oonfined 0 9 IC to  proposal to  s o l ic lt ' iE fc a  in rorm tloa  from H^nol &ad* 

in v ito  Ita .rep s under ^ t i c l e  ^  3 2 ;vHe appeared to  envieage prolonged IM ' 

discussion , .stra ss ln g  sev era l-ticea  Security Council onSy beginning i t s

'^consideratida D Sxc^laint..M oscow  presusabiy'hcpes^US ,'s»ill “be restrained from

farther ^ U t a r y  action  during’ cbursa o f  UN diccussion# ^ EED 6 iv2
V ‘- ' • t v v - /  •■->\;;TA

;Uta/BSB HSonnenfaldt/RBar^ ;
T«l»gr«|>hic h«n*mUi»o« -''JL ̂  y-'. ^
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August 7 , 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE

S u b jec t: Law o f the  Sea

A ttached  i s  a memorandum on the  law o f the  sea as i t  a p p lie s  
in  th e  G ulf o f Tonkin, which has been p repared  a t  the  re q u e s t of 
Mr. Bromley Smith.

Benjamin H. Reac 
E xecutive S ec re ta ry

A ttachm ent;

Memorandum da ted  
August 7 , 1 9 6 4 . DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 7f
R - . NAKS, Date
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lAW OF THE SEA — GULF OF TONKIN

Geography

The Gulf o f  Tonkin i s  an arm o f the  South China Sea bounded 
on the  n o r th ,  e a s t  and west by Communist China, in c lu d in g  Hainan 
I s la n d ,  and North Viet-Nam. Between the Chinese mainland (Luichow 
P en insu la )  and Hainan I s la n d  i s  Hainan (Kiungchow) S t r a i t ,  about 
which more l a t e r .  The Gulf i s  roughly 135 m iles  wide by 190 m iles  
long. At i t s  south en trance  i t  i s  approxim ately  126 m iles  wide, 
between Hainan I s la n d  and the  North Viet-Nam coasto (A ll r e f e r ­
ences to  m iles  in  t h i s  memorandum a re  to  n a u t ic a l  m i le s . )

T e r r ito r ia l  Sea

Communist China claim s a 12-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea . North V ie t-  
Nam has g iven no o f f i c i a l  in d ic a t io n  as to  i t s  claims w ith  re s p e c t  
to  the  b rea d th  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea . I t  h a s ,  however, claimed 
t h a t  our v e s s e l s ,  which were beyond the  3-mile l i m i t ,  had en te red  
i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  w a te rs .  In  view o f  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  and the  f a c t  
Communist c o u n t r ie s  r e g u la r ly  c laim  a 12-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea ,  we 
cannot proceed upon the  assumption t h a t  i t  m a in ta in s  the  3-m ile 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea ,  which i t  had when i t  was French t e r r i t o r y .

The United S ta te s  co n s id e rs  th a t  th e re  i s  no o b l ig a t io n  on i t  
under in t e r n a t io n a l  law to  recognize  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea claim s in  excess 
o f  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  3-m ile  l i m i t  and i t  i s  i t s  p o l ic y  to  p r o t e s t  u n i ­
l a t e r a l  c laim s to  a t e r r i t o r i a l  sea in  excess o f t h a t  l i m i t .  However, 
the  l e g a l  s i t u a t i o n  w ith  re s p e c t  to  the  b read th  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea can only be d e sc r ib ed  as c h a o t ic .  Three times in  t h i s  cen tu ry  
world conferences  have f a i l e d  to  reach  agreement on the  s u b je c t .  The 
Second Law o f  th e  Sea Conference he ld  a t  Geneva in  1960 under United 
N ations  au sp ices  came c lo s e s t  to  agreement f a i l i n g  by one v o te  o f  the  
n ecessa ry  tw o - th i rd s  m a jo r i ty  to  approve a proposal by the  United 
S ta te s  and Canada fo r  a 6-m ile  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea p lu s  a 6-m ile  ex c lu ­
s iv e  f i s h e r y  zone. In  the  e x i s t in g  le g a l  s i t u a t i o n  two th in g s  a re  
c e r t a i n :  a l l  S ta te s  a re  e n t i t l e d  under in t e r n a t io n a l  law to  a t  
l e a s t  a 3-m ile  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea ; c laim s to  a t e r r i t o r i a l  sea in  
excess o f  twelve m iles  a re  w ithou t founda tion  in  i n t e r n a t io n a l  law.
The le g a l  s t a t u s  o f  claim s in  excess o f  3 m iles  and n o t  in  excess 
o f  12 m ile s  i s  h ig h ly  c o n t r o v e r s ia l .  (D if fe r e n t  S ta te s  c la im  4 , 6,
9, and 12 m iles  r e s p e c t iv e ly . )  The two s iz a b le  groups a re  the  3-mile

and

COinriDCNTIAfc-



-̂ - e e wFU j n u 'iAL-

- 2 -

and- 12-mile groups. The l a t t e r  group i s  growing due to  the  adherence 
o f  newly formed S ta te s  in  A f r ic a .  I f  the  q u es t io n  o f  the  w idth  o f 
the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea were to  be p re sen ted  to  the  I n te r n a t io n a l  Court 
o f  J u s t i c e ,  we could n o t  count on the  Court upholding the  3-m ile 
l i m i t .

High Seas

The w aters  o f  the  Gulf o f  Tonkin o u ts id e  o f  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  
b e l t s  o f  Communist China and North Viet-Nam must be regarded  as 
h ig h "sea s  s in ce  they do n o t  q u a l i f y  as  i n t e r n a l  w aters  under any 
r u l e s  o f  customary i n t e r n a t io n a l  law as  now c o d if ie d  in  the  Con­
v e n t io n  on the  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and the  Contiguous Zone adopted a t  
Geneva in  1958. Under the  p r in c ip l e  o f  freedom o f the  h igh  s ea s ,  
th e  v e s s e l s  o f  a l l  n a t io n s  en joy  freedom o f n a v ig a t io n  in  such 
w a te rs .  Warships on the  high  seas  a re  n o t  su b je c t  to  the  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  o f  any S ta te  o th e r  than  the  f l a g  S ta te .  There i s  a lso  
freedom o f  f l i g h t  over the  h igh  seas  f o r  the  a i r c r a f t ,  m i l i t a r y  
o r  c i v i l ,  o f  a l l  S ta te s .

H is to r ic  Waters

We a re  n o t  aware o f  any c la im  to  th e  w aters  o f  the  Gulf of 
Tonkin a s  h i s t o r i c  w a te rs .  There has n o t  been time f o r  thorough 
re se a rc h  of t h i s  q u e s t io n  bu t i t  i s  be ing  looked in to  and we w i l l  
have a r e p o r t  s h o r t ly .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e re  i s  no reason  fo r  
b e l ie v in g  th a t  the  f a c to r s  on which a c la im  to  w a ters  as  h i s t o r i c  
w a ters  must be based e x i s t  in  th e  case  o f  the  Gulf o f  Tonkin,

Hainan S t r a i t

This  body o f  w ater  which s e p a ra te s  the  mainland o f Communist 
China from Hainan I s la n d ,  connects  the  South China Sea and the  Gulf 
o f  Tonkin and thus  forms the  e a s te rn  en trance  to  the  G ulf. I t  
v a r i e s  between 10 and 11 m ile s  in  w idth  and i s  some 40 m iles  long. 
Communist China c laim s th e  w aters  o f  the  S t r a i t  as "C h in a 's  in n e r  
sea "  (S ta te  Council Order o f  June 28, 1964). Under Communist 
Chinese r e g u la t io n s  fo re ig n  m i l i t a r y  v e s s e l s  a re  n o t  allowed to  
t r a n s i t  the  S t r a i t  and fo re ig n  n o n -m i l i ta ry  v e s s e l s  must req u e s t  
pe rm iss ion  to  pass  through i t  and must comply w ith  th e  re g u la t io n s  
fo r  passage  i f  such i s  g ran ted .  F u r th e r  re sea rc h  i s  now under way 
to  determ ine whether th e re  i s  any founda tion  fo r  the  Chinese c la im

t h a t
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t h a t  the  S t r a i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  in land  w a te rs .  I f  i t  does n o t ,  t h i s  
body o f w ater  c o n s t i t u t e s  an in t e r n a t io n a l  s t r a i t  through which 
a l l  v e s s e l s ,  m i l i t a r y  and n o n -m i l i ta ry ,  have a r i g h t  o f  innocen t 
passage.
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DEPARTM ENT OF STATE
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August 21, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY ^  
THE WHITE HOUSE

S u b ject: Law o f  the Sea

A ttached  i s  a supplem ental memorandum on the  law o f the  sea 
as i t  a p p l ie s  in  the  Gulf o f  Tonkin. Our o r ig i n a l  memorandum 
on t h i s  su b je c t  was dated  August 7, 1954.

I
Grant G. Hi H i k e r  

A cting  Executive S ec re ta ry

E nclosure :

Memorandum dated 
August 18, 1964.

DECLASSIFIED

Authority
. y  ■ NABS, Date
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August 18, 1964 

lAW OF THE SEA — GULF OF TONKIN /  ^  ^  C l

H is to r ic  Waters

A search  o f  the  D epartm ent's  reco rds  and those  o f  the  N ationa l 
A rchives has d is c lo se d  no in fo rm ation  of any Chinese claims to  th e  
Gulf o f  Tonkin as " h i s t o r i c  w a ters"  o f  China.

Hainan S t r a i t

On September 4 , 1958 the  Government o f  the P e o p le 's  Republic of 
China is su ed  a s ta tem en t on t e r r i t o r i a l  seas  in  which i t  claimed a 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 12 m ile s  in  w idth  measured from s t r a i g h t  base l i n e s  
between v a r io u s  p o in ts  on the  co as t  (no t s p e c i f ie d )  and the  " p e r ip h e ra l  
i s l a n d s " .  The s ta tem en t s p e c i f i c a l l y  claimed c e r t a in  i s la n d s  w ith in  
th e se  base l i n e s  as i s la n d s  o f  C h ina 's  in n e r  seas .  I t  a lso  s p e c i f i c ­
a l l y  claimed Hainan S t r a i t  as an in n e r  sea o f  China. On the  same d a te ,  
in  answer to  p re s s  q u e r ie s  on the  announcement, a Department o f  S ta te  
spokesman in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e se  claim s to  o f f sh o re  is la n d s  were an 
obvious a ttem p t to  c loak  the  ag g re ss iv e  purposes o f  the  Chinese Com­
m unis ts .  He a lso  in d ic a te d  th a t  the  United S ta te s  Government has 
never recognized any 12-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea c la im s.

At a news conference  on September 9, 1958, S ec re ta ry  D u lle s ,  
i n  re p ly  to  a q u e s t io n  concerning the  Chinese Communist c la im s, sa id  
t h a t  the  United S ta te s  Government d id  no t accep t  the  ex ten s io n  o f 
t e r r i t o r i a l  w aters  to  12 m iles  f o r  the  Chinese Communists o r  anybody 
e l s e .  He d esc r ib ed  t h i s  as "a grab".

At the  e igh ty -second  am bassadorial l e v e l  meeting w ith  the  Chinese 
Communists, which took p lace  a t  Warsaw on October 25, 1958, Ambassador 
Beam to ld  the  Chinese Communists’ r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  t h a t  the  United S ta te s  
could  n o t accep t the  u n i l a t e r a l  d e c la r a t io n  o f  September 4 , which he 
a s s e r te d  was a c l e a r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  w idely  accepted  p r in c ip l e s  of i n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  law.

The Chinese Communist claims have been r e j e c te d  by the  United 
Kingdom, Japan and probably  o th e r  c o u n t r ie s .

In  view o f the  above o f f i c i a l  a c t io n s ,  i t  i s  b e l iev ed  unnecessary  
t h a t  any f u r th e r  a c t io n  concerning the  Chinese Communist r e g u la t io n s  
o f  June 29, 1964 regard ing  Hainan S t r a i t  i s  re q u ire d  from a le g a l  
s tan d p o in t ,  even though the above o f f i c i a l  d e c la r a t io n s  d id  n o t  d ea l 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  w ith  t h a t  S t r a i t .  I t  i s  considered  th a t  such d e c la ra t io n s  
c o n s t i tu t e d  a re p u d ia t io n  o f the  whole Chinse Communist c la im , s e t  
f o r th  in  the  s ta tem en t o f  September 4 , 1958.

d e c l a s s if ie d
Authority RAC 1 7 0  2 9 ^  

..NARA, Date
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Action

Info

SECRET-
00 RUEHCR
DE RUMJIR 0 2A 05/0333Z  
0  0302402 ZEA - ■
FM AMEf'SASSY SAIGON 
RO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASKDC 
RUEPUIJAJHITE KDUSE 
RUE? IA/OIA •
RUEKDA/DOD WASH DC
IN FO RUHL }{Q /C IN  CPA C • '
STA TE GRNC
BT

- s - ^ - x n n r T -

0 2! 6 0 3

AUGUST 03. 1954 ■
- 12J15 A ,M .

I M M E D I A T E

ACTION IM KEDIA TE DEPT 2S2 WKITHOUSE 1-6 CIA 17 DOD I S  FROM 
-S\IG0N A UG USTS I I A I T  ^  '

DECL’ASSTFIED'
L.1MDIS s , : . ' ‘ A uthority ^ / / / '? ^  ;

By _U A u J  NAILS.-iWeD EPTEL 3 2 S  AND_EMBTEL 2 S I ,

i DEPTEL DOES NOT R E P E A T  NOT ADDRESS I T S E L F  TO PRIKa.RY QUESTION 
R A I S E D  EMBTEL NAMELY WHAT W I L L  B E  U . S .  GC^/T REA C TIO N  TO ,T K IS  . 

•ATTjACK? D E P T  W I L L  A P P R E C I A T E  T m T  I N F O .  UNPROVOKED ATTACK 
AGA IN ST U , S ,  DESTROYER I N  I N T E R N A T I O t ^ L  WATERS BY T K P . Z Z  ILLEGAL 
I ^ R T H  V IE TN A I'iESE  TORPEDO BOATS W I L L  BE RECEIVED DRAMATICALLY 
IN CURRENT ATMOSPHERE S A I G O N .  I T  I S  NDT REPEAT NOT .ADEQUATE 
TO 'LOCAL MINDS <NOR R P T  NOR I ^ ® E E D  TO OURS) TO STATE THAT 
ATTACK WAS R E P E L L E D  AND THAT PATROL W I L L  C O N T I N U E -

TH IS  REACTION, I F  I T  CONSTITUTES. TO TA LITY  OF U .S .  GOVT 
, IN TEN TIO N S, .W IL L  MAKE I T  APPEAR THA.T WE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT 

REGULAR SWA TOW RPT S ’JATOW KARASSf'ENT IN' I  NTERiIA TIONAL WATERS 
AS NORMAL CONCOMITANT OUR NORMAL ^AVAL PATROLLING A C T IV IT IE S .  
SUCH AN A TT ITU D E  WOULD IM J^DIATELY BE CONSTRUED IT̂  SAIGON AS 
INDICATION TH A T- U .S . FLINCHES FROM D IREC T CONFRONTATION W ITH  
NORTH V IETN A M ESE, ESPEC IA LLY  SINCE WE APPARENTLY DID NOT R P T  
NOT P R ESS  HOME TOTAL DESTRUCTION THOSE V ESSELS WHICH ATTACKED 
>ADDOX RPT MADDOX. , ■ - ■

TO MEET T H IS  S ITU A TIO N , RECOM^END PROMPT CONSIDERATION OF 
FALLOWING ACTIONSs

I A , 'ANNOUNCE THAT Sl>JATOWS RPT SWATOWS W ILL  HEI'V:EFORTH BE 
ATTACKED WHE^EVER FOUND IN  INTERIM TIONAL WATERS AND 
MAINTAIN A IR  AND/OR NAVAL FORCES IN  READINESS TO DO SO.

•Wixav*
REPRODUCTION FROM TKiS COPY IS 

-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"



s s m s r t

- 2 -  2 8 2 ,  AUGUST -3, 11 A. M. ,  FROM SAIGON

' B ' « “  D IR E C T  REGULAR A I R  SURVELLANCE OF SIM TOUS OVERFLYING  
DRV ^RPT DRV A I R  SPACE AS R E Q U I R E D .  . '

C ,  MINE A P P R O A C H E S 'T O  SWA TOW HARBORS,'

D ,  CREATE A TORPEDO C A P A B I L I T Y  I N  GVN R PT  GVN NAVY FOR USE  
A G A IN S T  A P P R O P R I A T E  T A R G E T S,  SUCH A S  HAIPHONG RPT HAIPHONG ' 
D R E D G E S .  . ■ ■ , ■ , '

S--.

THESE ARE Q U I C K  THOUGHTS WITHOUT OPPORTUNITY FOR CONSULTATION  
WITH E X P E R T S ,  HOWEVERj WE ARE I t 'P R E S S E D  WITH NEED FOR PROI-IPT R 
REACTION AND T II<1E.LY P R I V A T E  COMMUNICATION O F  I N T E N T I O N S  10 G V N .

■REQUEST URGENT C O N SI D E R A T I O N  THESE NATTERS AND A DV IC E  SOONEST  
■RE STATEMENTS WHICH WE MAY MAKE PR IV A T E L Y .  TO GVN RPT  GVN, ’ 
TAYLOR ' . ■ ■ ^  . . . . .

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S / S - O  AT 1 2 S 2 S  A . M .  3 / 0 3 / 5 4

i

i'--.
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For G eneral T a y lo r 's  Views a l s o  see :

TAB 7 - US/GVN cab les  of J u ly  & August I 96U 
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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

M E M O R A N DUM

A u g u s t  24 , 1964

M E M O R A N D U M  FO R i

M R . JENKINS

Y our s u m m a r y  of the L e a d e r s h ip  m e e t in g  o f  A u g u s t  4 g iv e s  
m e  e v e r y th in g  I n e e d ,  and it  b e a r s  out th e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  
o th e r s  p r e s e n t .  I a m  s u r e  that on th is  b a s i s  w e  can  d e a l  
w ith  H a l le c k  s h a r p ly  a s  and w hen  w e  n e e d  to .

M any th a n k s . ‘ ^
!■-fL

M cG . B .  • I



T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ■ ' ,1
W A S H I N G T O N  .  •

A u g u s t  21, 196.4

M ac:

W alter

t i i' i t

If you  w ant m e  to, I w i l l  d ic ta te  a ll  
o f  the n o te s .  I on ly  put e x c e r p t s  o f  
the p e o p le  that you  m e n t io n e d ,  but I 
c a n n o t  find anyth ing that r e m o t e l y  
b e a r s  ou t  the c h a r g e  that w a s  m a d e .  
T h is  p a r t ic u la r  s u b l e t  w a s  g o n e  in  
m o r e  fu l ly  a t  the S e c u r i ty  C oun cil  
than a t  the le a d e r s h ip  m e e t in g . • I



SUM M ARY O F  L E A D E R S H IP  M E E T IN G  A U G U ST  4 , 1964

The m e e t in g  op en ed  w ith  the P r e s i d e n t  c o m p la in in g  
about r e p o r t s  on the t i c k e r s  about the m e e t in g  b e in g  h eld  and  
s ta t in g  that "the f a c t s  w e  w ould  l ik e  to p r e s e n t  to you  a r e  
to b e  h e ld  in  the c l o s e s t  c o n f id e n c e  and a r e  to b e  k ep t  in  th is  
r o o m  u n til  an n ou n ced . ” H a l le c k  sa id :  "I did not t e l l  a dam n  
p e r s o n ."  The P r e s i d e n t  sa id :  "I know  no one d id , but i t  is  
on b o th  t ic k e r s  a n yw ay . We h ave  to b e  v e r y  c a r e f u l .  P l e a s e  
don 't  d i s c u s s  w hat g o e s  on i:i th is  r o o m .  "

Then a t  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t .  S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  
g a v e  a b r ie f in g  on w hat w as p lan n ed . T he P r e s i d e n t  then  a sk e d  
S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  to  g iv e  a r e p o r t  on the p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n .  The  
P r e s i d e n t  th en  a.sked M r. M cC one to g iv e  h is  e s t im a t e  o f  any  
e n e m y  a c t io n  that m ig h t  be e x p e c t e d - - w h a t  r e s p o n s e  th e r e  
m ig h t  b e .

On b e in g  q u e s t io n e d  b y  S e n a to r  R u s s e l l ,  G e n e r a l  
W h e e le r  d i s c u s s e d  tlae type of a n t i - a i r c r a f t  in s ta l la t io n s  that  
w e r e  in  the a r e a .  A f te r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  F u lb r ig h t ,
A ik e n ,  and H ic k e n lo o p e r  M a n sf ie ld  r e a d  a p a p er  e x p r e s s in g  
g e n e r a l  o p p o s i t io n .  Then  H ic k e n lo o p e r  and R u sk  had a d i s c u s s i o n  
c o m p a r in g  th is  s i tu a t io n  w ith  the Cuban s i tu a t io n .  F o l lo w in g  s o m e  
c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  b y  M r s .  B o lto n  and S en a to r  
S a lto n s ta l l ,  S en a to r  A ik en  a s k e d  for  M r. M cC on e to  g iv e  in f o r m a ­
t ion  on the p r o v o c a t io n ,  i f  any. M cC on e  e x p la in e d  the a c t iv i ty  
in  the a r e a  p r io r  to the  a tta ck . The P r e s i d e n t  then  a s k e d  G e n e r a l  
W h e e le r  to r e p o r t  on the r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o f  G e n e r a l  T a y lo r  in  
V ie t  N am . S en a to r  R u s s e l l  th en  a s k e d  if  w e w e r e  s u r e  "that w e  
had enou gh  s tu ff  to do th is  job" and c o m m e n te d  he did n ot  w ant to 
do it  h a lf  w a y .  M c N a m a r a  r e i t e r a t e d  th e  e x te n t  o f  the eq u ip m en t  in  
the a r e a .

S e n a to r  R u s s e l l  then  a s k e d  h ow  m a n y  s o r t i e s  w e r e  p lan n ed  
and S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  then  sa id :  "We h a v e  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  for  
o n ly  a s in g le  n ig h t 's  a c t io n .  T h e s e  o r d e r s  a r e  a lr e a d y  in  b e in g ,  
R u s s e l l  a s k e d  i f  the a tta ck  w ou ld  be  in  d a y lig h t  o v e r  th e r e  
and M c N a m a r a  r e p l ie d :  "our a tta ck s  w i l l  be in  d a y lig h t  h o u r s .  "

DECLASSIFIED
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S e n a to r  R u s s e l l  e x p r e s s e d  the hope that th e y  w ould  
k e e p  go in g  u n til  th ey  g e t  the la s t  one o f  the b a s e s .  S a l to n s ta l l  
e x p r e s s e d  a g r e e m e n t  that w e had no c h o ic e  a fter  w e  had  
b e e n  a t ta ck ed  t w ic e .  The P r e s i d e n t  th en  sa id  a s  f o l lo w s :

"We thought th e r e  w e r e  two d e c i s i o n s  to ta k e .
A f te r  w e w e r e  a t ta ck ed  y e s t e r d a y  and tod ay  and n in e  to r p e d o e s  
w e r e  sh o t  at our d e s t r o y e r s  fo r ty  m i l e s  on the h igh  s e a s  w e  had  
to  a n s w e r  that a tta ck .  T h ere  a r e  fou r  b a s e s  w h e r e  th ey  u s e  
t h e s e  b o a t s .  T h e r e  i s  a r e l a t iv e l y  s m a l l  c iv i l ia n  p o p u la t io n  
around  th e m . We can  tuck  our ta i l s  and run, but i f  w e  do t h e s e  
c o u n tr ie s  w i l l  f e e l  a l l  th ey  have  to do to  s c a r e  us i s  to sh o o t  
t h e lA m e r ic a n  f la g .  The q u e s t io n  is  h o w  do w e r e t a l ia t e .
We h a v e  w o r k e d  out th is  p lan  on t h e s e  four b a s e s .  T h e r e  have  
b e e n  m a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  and r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  b y  p e o p le  in  the  
c o u n tr y  that w e  go in to  th is  the n o r th e r n  a r e a  and n o t  a l lo w  th e m  
to m u r d e r  us  f r o m  b a s e s  of s a f e ty .  T h e s e  b o a ts  c a m e  f r o m  
t h e s e  b a s e s  and h a v e  b e e n  sh o o tin g  the A m e r ic a n  s h ip s .

"I th ink  I know  w hat the r e a c t io n  w ould  b e  i f  v/e tu ck ed  
our t a i l s .  I thought I sh o u ld  g e t  the S e c u r i ty  C o u n c i l  and g e t  the  
l e a d e r s h i p  and a f te r  the o r d e r s  a r e  e x e c u te d  I w o u ld  p la n  to m a k e  
a  s ta tem .en t  s o m e th in g  l ik e  th is .  '' The P r e s i d e n t  th en  r e a d  the  
p r o p o s e d  s ta te m e n t .  S en a to r  S a l to n s ta l l  p o in ted  out that the  
w o r d  " l im ite d "  w a s  u s e d  th r e e  t im e s  in  the s ta t e m e n t  and  
s u g g e s t e d  th at  the w o r d  " d e term in ed "  b e  su b s t i tu te d  for  i t  and l e t  
the l im it a t io n s  s p e a k  fo r  t h e m s e l v e s .  The P r e s i d e n t  sa id :
"We w ant th e m  to know  w e a r e  not go in g  to take i t  ly in g  down  
but w e  a r e  not go in g  to  d e s t r o y  th e ir  c i t i e s  and v/e hope w e  can  
p r e p a r e  th e m  fo r  the c o u r s e  w e wasii follow&ii. "

S a l t o n s t a l l  sa id :  "I a g r e e  wdth w hat you  a r e  d o in g .  " 
M r s .  B o lto n  sa id :  "I w ould  do i t .  K eep  th e m  a l i t t l e  b i t  in  the  
d a r k  on w hat w e w i l l  do. " S e c r e t a r y  R u s k  sa id :  "I th ink  th e r e  
i s  s o m e  ad v a n ta g e  in  not le a v in g  in  doubt that w e  a r e  not doing  
th is  a s  a p r e t e x t  fo r  a la r g e r  w a r .  I th in k  the t im e  fa c to r s  
in v o lv e d  a r e  im p o r ta n t .  We h a v e  not had a ch a n ce  to d i s c u s s  
th is  w ith  a l l  the G o v e r n m e n ts  that w i l l  h a v e  to be  c o n s u lt e d .  "

S e n a to r  H ic k e n lo o p e r  sa id :  "I a g r e e  that the w o rd  
' l im ite d '  sh o u ld  not b e  u s e d  th r e e  t i m e s .  " The P r e s i d e n t  
th en  s u g g e s t e d  a ch a n g e  in  the w ord  s a y in g  "our r e s p o n s e s  fo r  
the m o m e n t  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d ,  " S en a to r  D ir k s e n  sa id ;  "If I had i t  
to  do I w ould  put our r e f e r e n c e s  to  the w o rd  ' l im it e d '  in  d eep  
f r e e z e .  It c o n n o te s  w e w ould  b e  l ik e  s i t t in g  d u c k s .  We sh o u ld  
m a k e  it  c l e a r  w e  w ou ld  m e e t  e v e r y  e n e m y  th r e a t .  "
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S en a to r  D ir k s  en then  p o in ted  out th at  th e  n e w s p a p e r  
p e o p le  k n ew  about the m e e t in g  ju s t  as  s o o n  or  b e fo r e  he d id .  
S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  po in ted  out the im p o r ta n c e  of k e e p in g  
s e c u r i t y  b e c a u s e  the n o r th e r n  V ie t  N a m e s e  co u ld  u s e  the  
b o a ts  and th e ir  'd e f e n s e s '  co u ld  be  a le r t e d .  "

C o n g r e s s m a n  H a l le c k  then sa id :  "If w e a r e  go ing  
to  h a v e  it ,  it  has to b e  o v e r w h e lm in g .  " He in d ic a te d  a d e s i r e  
to  h e a r  f r o m  the S p e a k e r  and the M a jo r ity  L e a d e r .  T h e r e  w a s  
then  a d i s c u s s i o n  of K o r ea  w h e r e  th e r e  w as  no r e s o lu t io n  and  
F o r m o s a  and the M idd le  E a s t  w h e r e  th e r e  w e r e  r e s o lu t i o n s .  
S e n a to r  H ick en  lo o p e r  s a id  "It s e e m s  to m e  th e r e  sh ou ld  b e  
no doubt a s  to w h e th e r  the P r e s i d e n t  sh ou ld  h a v e  the r ig h t  to  
o r d e r  the a r m e d  f o r c e s  in to  a c t io n .  It i s  m y  own p e r s o n a l  
f e e l in g  that i t  i s  up to the P r e s i d e n t  to p r e p a r e  the k ind  and  
type  of r e s o lu t io n  he b e l i e v e s  w ould  b e  p r o p e r .  It i s  up to 
C o n g r e s s  to  s e e  w h e th e r  they  w i l l  p a s s  i t  or  no t .  I h ave  no  
doubt in  m y  m in d  that c o n c r e te  a c t io n  w ould  b e  ta k en . "

The P r e s i d e n t  sa id :  "I had that f e e l in g  but f e l t  I 
w a n te d  the a d v ic e  of e a c h  o f  you  and w anted  to  c o n s u l t  w ith  you .  
We f e l t  w e sh o u ld  m o v e  w ith  the a c t io n  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the  
J o in t  C h ie f s ,  but I w an ted  to g e t  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  c o n c u r r e n c e .  
I th ink i t  w oiild  b e  v e r y  d a m a g in g  to a s k  fo r  i t  and n ot  ge t  i t .  "

The P r e s i d e n t  then  sa id :  "We w i l l  p r o b a b ly  m a k e  s o m e  
c h a n g e s  in  i t .  I d on 't  a s k  you  to d ra ft  the m e s s a g e .  We h a v e  
tak en  the r e s o lu t io n s  you  h a v e  had  in the p a s t .  I don 't  think any  
r e s o lu t i o n  is  n e c e s s a r y ,  but I th ink  it  i s  a lo t  b e t t e r  to h a v e  i t  
in  the  l ig h t  of w hat w e did in  K o r e a .

The S p e a k e r  sa id :  "I think C o n g r e s s  h a s  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
and sh o u ld  sh o w  a un ited  fr o n t  to the w o r ld .  " H a l le c k  sa id :
"T he P r e s i d e n t  kn ow s th e r e  i s  no p a r t i s a n s h ip  am on g  u s .  A r e  
w e g e t t in g  fo u led  up h e r e  on s o m e th in g  w e c o u ld  put o ff?  T h e r e  
was' n e v e r  any h e s i t a t io n  w hen  w e had the d e a l  about Cuba. I j
w a s  the  f i r s t  to s p e a k  up and s a y  M r. P r e s i d e n t  cou n t m e  in .  "

The P r e s i d e n t  sa id :  "We can  p r e t ^ ^ w e l l  w o r k  out a 
good  r e s o lu t io n  w ith  a m in im u m  o f  "i w an ted  to s e e  if  you  ' *
f e l t  i t  w a s / w i l e  th in g  to do. "

H ic k e n lo o p e r  sa id :  "I think the r e s o lu t i o n  i s  a p p r o p r ia te  
and p r o p e r ,  but I doubt you  shotild  m e n t io n  the r e s o lu t io n  in  you r  
r e m a r k s  th is  e v e n in g .  "
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The P r e s i d e n t  sa id :  "I did not p lan  to m e n t io n  i t .  ” 
The P r e s i d e n t  then s a id  "I h a v e  to ld  you  w hat I w ant f r o m  y ou . " 
He th en  w en t  around  th e  tab le  to  e a c h  p e r s o n  and m a d e  
an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  su p p o r t  one w a y  or  a n o th e r .

S a l to n s ta l l  and R u s s e l l  e x p r e s s e d  he hope that  
the. P r e s i d e n t  cou ld  m a k e  the U n ited  N a t io n s  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e  
in  f i e ld s  l ik e  th is .  H a l le c k  s a id :  "I th ink  it  w i l l  be  p a s s e d  
o v e r w h e lm in g ly .  A s  fa r  a s  I a m  c o n c e r n e d  I h a v e  m a d e  m y  
p o s i t io n  c l e a r  h e r e  and in a l l  o th e r  c a s e s .  A ik e n  sa id ;  "By  
the t im e  you  sen d  it  up th e r e  w o n 't  b e  an yth in g  fo r  us  to do 
but s u p p o r t  you ."
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i'  N O T E S TA KEN A T  L E A D E R S H IP  M E E T IN G  ON A U G U ST  4 , 1964
(M c N a m a r a 's  and R u s k 's  s ta t e m e n ts  not in c lud ed )

The m e e t in g  opened  w ith  the P r e s i d e n t  s t r e s s i n g  
the s e c r e c y  of the m e e t in g  and po inting  out that the t ic k e r s  
a lr e a d y  had about the m e e t in g .  The P r e s id e n t  sa id :
"The fa c t s  w e w ould  l ik e  to p r e s e n t  to you  a r e  to be h e ld  
in  the c l o s e s t  c o n f id e n c e  and a r e  to be k ep t  in th is  r o o m  
u n til  an n oun ced . I'

H allegk: "I did not t e l l  a dam n p e r s o n .  ”

P r e s id e n t :  "I know no one did, but it  i s  on  both  t ic k e r s  anyw ay .
We h a v e  to b e  v e r y  c a r  efu l.  P l e a s e  don't d i s c u s s  w hat g o e s  on  
in  th is  r o o m .  "

A t the P r e s i d e n t ' s  r e q u e s t ,  S ecre t» -ry  M c N a m a r a  
g a v e  a b r ie f in g  on w hat w as p la n n ed . The P r e s i d e n t  then  
a s k e d  S e c r e t a r y  R u sk  to  g iv e  a r e p o r t  on the p o l i t i c a l  s i tu a t io n .  
The P r e s i d e n t  then a s k e d  M r. M cC one to g iv e  h is  e s t im a t e  o f  
an y  e n e m y  a c t io n  that m ig h t  be  e x p e c t e d - - w h a t  r e s p o n s e  th e r e  
m ig h t  b e .

On b e in g  q u e s t io n e d  b y  S en ator  R u s s e l l ,  G e n e r a l  
W h e e le r  d i s c u s s e d  the type o f  a n t i - a i r c r a f t  in s ta l la t io n s  that 
w e r e  in the a r e a .  A f te r  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  w ith  F u lb r ig h t ,  A ik en ,  
and H ic k e n lo o p e r ,  M a n s f ie ld  r e a d  a p a p er  e x p r e s s in g  g e n e r a l  
o p p o s i t io n .  Then H ic k e n lo o p e r  and R u sk  had a d i s c u s s i o n  
c o m p a r in g  th is  s i tu a t io n  w ith  the Cuban s i tu a t io n .  F o l lo w in g  
s o m e  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  S e c r e t a r y  R usk  b y  M r s .  B o lto n  and  
S en a to r  S a l to n s ta l l ,  S en a to r  A ik e n  a sk ed  fo r  M r. M cC on e  
to  g iv e  in fo r m a t io n  on the p r o v o c a t io n ,  i f  any. M r. M cC on e  
e x p la in e d  the a c t iv i ty  in  the a r e a  p r io r  to  the a tta ck .  The  
P r e s i d e n t  then a s k e d  G e n e r a l  W h e e le r  to r e p o r t  on the r e c o m ­
m e n d a t io n s  o f  G e n e r a l  T a y lo r  in  V ie t  N a m .

S e n a to r  R u s s e l l l '  A r e  w e s u r e  that we h a v e  enough  stiiff  to do th is  
jo b .  We do not w ant to do it  h a lf  w a y . "

S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  : "We h a v e  i s s u e d  o r d e r s  fo r  o n ly  a s in g le  
n ig h t 's  a c t io n .  T h e s e  o r d e r s  a r e  a lr e a d y  in  b e in g .  "

S e n a to r  R u s s e l l :  "I n o t ic e  you  do not m e n t io n  the s u b m a r in e .
D o e s  an yb ody  know w h a t  kind of a n t i - s u b  w a r fa r e  is  in  that a r e a ? "
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The s u b m a r in e  can  c o m e  n e a r e r  d is g u is in g  i t s e l f ."

H i c k e n l o o p e r D o  I u n d e rs ta n d  the r e a s o n in g  b eh in d  your  
a n a ly s i s  on one p h a se  i s  that i f  w e  do not do s o m e th in g  
h e r e  then  the C o m m u n is t  f o r c e s  w i l l  be in  a p o s it io n  to  
d e a l  f r o m  s tr e n g th  in any p r o p o s e d  s e t t l e m e n t .  If w e do  
r e a c t ,  it  m a y  put us in  a p o s i t io n  to d e a l  f r o m  s tr e n g th .  ”

I R u s s e l l :  "That i s  p a r t  o f  the p r o b le m .  I n o t ic e  in the p a p e r s
1 that th ey  c a m e  to the w ro n g  c o n c lu s io n  about w hat v/e a r e
j w i l l in g  to do. M uch  m o r e  s e r i o u s .  "
(
»
: F u lb r ig h t:  " A re th ey  expected  to e n la r g e  t h e s e  p r o j e c t io n s ? "
i

' R usk: "M aybe you  h a v e  s e e n  s o m e  o f  the b r o a d c a s t s .  T hey
a r e  h ig h ly  in a c c u r a te .  H ave not ta lk ed  about w hat did happen  

; but about w hat did not happen. "

F u lb r ig h t:  " What b a s e s  do you  p r o p o s e  to d e s t r o y  ? H aifong  ? "

M c N a m a r a :  " Np, w e  a r e  not d e s t r o y in g  an yth ing  in the H aifong

A ik en : "You sp o k e  o f  a ir p la n e s .  Do w e  c o n c lu d e  th ey  a r e  
a ir p l a n e s .  V ie t  N a m  h a s  no c o m b a t  a ir c r a f t .  C o m m u n is t  C hina  
w il l ,  m o v e  c o m b a t  a ir c r a f t  in. "

R u s s e l l :  " T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  C h in e se  C o m m u n is t s  p e r h a p s  in  a 
n e a r b y  a r e a . "

M c N a m a r a :  " T h e r e  a r e  four b a s e s  in N o r th  V ie tn a m .

R u s s e l l ;  "How m a n y  s o r t i e s  a r e  p lan n ed . W ill the attadft b e  in  
d a y lig h t  o v e r  t h e r e ? "

M c N a m a r a :  Our a t ta c k s  w i l l  b e  in d a y lig h t  h o u r s .  "

S en a to r  R u s s e l l  e x p r e s s e d  the hope that th e y  w ould  
k e e p  go in g  u n t i l  th ey  g e t  the l a s t  one of the b a s e s .

S a l to n s ta l l :  " Ju st  a s k e d  the S e c r e t a r y  to sh o w  m e  th at  p a r a g r a p h  
a g a in .  D o e s n ' t  a s k  an y  o th er  n a t io n s  to jo in  w ith  us  a t  a l l .
We w o u ld  h a v e  to  go a lo n e .  O ther  n a t io n s  co u ld  s a y  -  go to it ."

S a l to n s ta l l  e x p r e s s e d  a g r e e m e n t  that w e  had  no c h o ic e  
a f te r  w e  had  b e e n  a t ta c k e d  t w ic e .



P r e s id e n t :  "We thought th e r e  w e r e  two d e c i s io n s  to tak e .
A fte r  w e w e r e  a t ta ck ed  y e s t e r d a y  and today and n ine to r p e d o e s  
w e r e  s h o t  at our d e s t r o y e r s  fo r ty  m i l e s  on the h igh  s e a s  w e  had  
to a n s w e r  the a tta ck .  T h ere  a r e  four b a s e s  w h e r e  th ey  u s e  
t h e s e  b o a t s .  T h e r e  i s  a r e l a t iv e l y  s m a l l  c iv i l ia n  p op u la tion  
arou n d  th e m . We can  tuck our ta i l s  and run, but i f  w e  do 
th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  w i l l  f e e l  a l l  they  h a v e  to do to s c a r e  u s  i s  to 
sh o o t  the A m e r ic a n  f la g .  The q u e s t io n  is  how  do w e r e t a l ia t e .
We h ave  w o r k e d  out th is  p lan  on th e s e  four  b a s e s .  T h e r e  have  
b e e n  m a n y  d i s c u s s i o n s  and r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  by  p e o p le  in the  
co u n try  that w e  go in to  th is  the n o r th e r n  a r e a  and not a l lo w  th em  
to n iu r d e r  u s  f r o m  b a s e s  o f  s a f e ty .  T h e s e  b o a ts  c a m e  f r o m  
t h e s e  b a s e s  and h ave  b e e n  sh o o tin g  the A m e r ic a n  s h ip s .

"I th ink I know  w hat the r e a c t io n  w ould  be  i f  w e tu ck ed  
our t a i l s .  I thought I sh ou ld  g e t  the S e c u r i ty  C o u n c il  and get  
the l e a d e r s h ip  and a f te r  the o r d e r s  a r e  e x e c u te d  I w ou ld  plan  
to m a k e  a s t a t e m e n t  s o m e th in g  l ik e  t h i s . "  The P r e s id e n t  
then  r e a d  the p r o p o s e d  s ta te m e n t .

S a lto n s ta l l :  " T h r e e  t im e s  in  that l i t t l e  s ta t e m e n t  you u s e d  
the w o r d  ' l im it e d .  ' Why not u s e  the w o rd  'd e te r m in e d '  and  
l e t  the l im ita t io n  s p e a k  fo r  i t s e l f .

P r e s id e n t :  "We w an t th em  to know  w e a r e  not go ing  to take  
i t  ly in g  down but w e a r e  not go in g  to d e s t r o y  th e ir  c i t i e s  and w e  
hope w e  can  p r e p a r e  th e m  fo r  the c o u r s e  w e w i l l  f o l lo w .  "

S a lto n s ta l l :  "I a g r e e  w ith  w hat you a r e  d oing. Pf you put i t  in ,  
s o m e o n e  w i l l  p ic k  it  up. "

M r s .  B o lton :  "I w ould  do it .  K eep  th e m  a li' l e  b it  in the  
d ark  on w h at w e  w i l l  do. "

S e c r e t a r y  R usk: "I think th e r e  i s  s o m e  ad van tage  in  not le a v in g  in  
doubt that w e  a r e  n ot  doing th is  a s  a p r e t e x t  fo r  a la r g e r  w a r .
I th in k  th e  t im e  f a c t o r s  in v o lv e d  a r e  im p o r ta n t .  We h a v e  not  
had a c h a n c e  to d i s c u s s  th is  w ith  a l l  the G o v e r n m e n ts  that w i l l  
h ave  to b e  c o n s u lte d .  "

H ic k e n lo o p e r :  "I a g r e e  that the w o rd  ' l im ite d '  sh o u ld  not be  
u s e d  th r e e  t i m e s .  "

The P r e s i d e n t  then s u g g e s t e d  a ch an ge  in  the w o r d  s a y in g  
"our r e s p o n s e s  fo r  the m o m e n t  w i l l  be  l im it e d .  "

(3)
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F u lb r ig h t:  "How the S e c r e t a r y  h a s  m a d e  the p r o je c t io n  is  
im p o r ta n t .  C ould  go  on for  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  Think you sh ou ld  
l e a v e  i t  in  fo r  the m o m e n t .  ”

D ir k s e n :  "If I had it  to do I w ould  put our r e f e r e n c e s  to the  
w o rd  ' l im ite d "  in  d eep  f r e e z e .  It co n n o tes  w e w ould  b e  l ik e  
s i t t in g  d u ck s .  We sh o u ld  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  w e w ould  m e e t  e v e r y  
e n e m y  th rea t .  "

S en a to r  D ir k s e n  then p o in ted  out that the n e w sp a p e r  
p e o p le  k new  about the m e e t in g  ju s t  a s  so o n  or b e fo r e  he did. 
S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a  p o in ted  out the im p o r ta n c e  o f  k eep in g  
s e c u r i t y  b e c a u s e  the n o r th e r n  V ie t  N a m e s e  cou ld  u s e  the  
b o a ts  and th e ir  'd e f e n s e s '  cou ld  b e  a le r t e d .

H a lleck :  "If w e a r e  go ing  to h ave  it ,  i t  h as  to be  o v e r w h e lm in g .  " 
He in d ic a te d  a d e s i r e  to h ea r  f r o m  the S p ea k er  and th e  M a jo r ity  
L e a d e r .  T h e r e  w a s  then a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  K o r e a  w h e r e  th e r e  w as  
no r e s o lu t io n  and F o r m o s a  and the M idd le  E a s t  w h e r e  th e r e  
w e r e  r e s o lu t i o n s .

H ic k e n lo o p e r :  "It s e e m s  to m e  th e r e  sh ou ld  be no doubt a s  
to  w h e th e r  the P r e s i d e n t  sh ou ld  have the r ig h t  to o r d e r  the  
a r m e d  f o r c e s  in to  a c t io n .  It i s  m y  own p e r s o n a l  f e e l in g  
that i t  i s  up to the P r e s i d e n t  to p r e p a r e  the kind and typ e  of  
r e s o lu t io n  h e  b e l i e v e s  w ould  be p r o p e r .  It i s  up to C o n g r e s s  
to s e e  w h e th e r  they  w i l l  p a s s  i t  or not. I h ave  no doubt in  m y  
m in d  that c o n c r e t e  a c t io n  w ould  b e  taken . "

P r e s id e n t :  "I had that f e e l in g  but f e l t  I w an ted  the a d v ic e  
of  e a c h  o f  you and w an ted  to c o n s u lt  w ith  you . We f e l t  w e  
sh o u ld  m o v e  w ith  the a c t io n  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  the Jo in t  
C h ie f s ,  but I w a n te d  to g e t  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  c o n c u r r e n c e .
I th ink  it  w ou ld  b e  v e r y  d a m a g in g  to a s k  fo r  i t  and not g e t  i t .  "

P r e s id e n t :  "We w i l l  p ro b a b ly  m a k e  s o m e  c h a n g es  in  i t .  I 
d on 't  a s k  you  to d ra ft  the m e s s a g e .  We h ave  tak en  the  
r e s o lu t io n s  you h ave  had  in  the p a s t .  I don 't  th ink  any  
r e s o lu t io n  i s  n e c e s s a r y ,  but I think it  i s  a lo t  b e t t e r  to have  
i t  in  the l ig h t  o f  w hat w e  did  in  K o r e a .  "



The S p ea k er:  "I think C o n g r e s s  has a r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  
.— and should  sh ow  a un ited  fron t to the w o r ld .  "

H a lleck ;  "The P r e s i d e n t  know s th e r e  i s  no p a r t is a n s h ip  
am o n g  u s .  A r e  w e  g e tt in g  fo u led  up h e r e  on s o m e th in g  
w e cou ld  put o ff?  T h e r e  w a s  n e v e r  any  h e s i ta t io n  w hen  w e  
had the d ea l about Cuba. I w a s  the f i r s t  to s p e a k  up and

(5)

i

s a y  M r. P r e s i d e n t ,  count m e  in . "

P r e s id e n t :  "We can  p r e t ty  w e l l  w o r k  out a good  r e s o lu t io n  
w ith  a m in im u m  of d o c to r in g .  I w anted  to s e e  i f  you f e l t  it  
w a s  the w i s e  th ing to do. "'

H ic k e n lo o p e r : "I th ink the r e s o lu t io n  is  a p p ro p r ia te  and p r o p e r ,  
but I doubt you  sh ou ld  m e n t io n  the r e s o lu t io n  in y o u r ,r e m a r k s  
th is  e v e n in g .  "

P r e s id e n t :  "I did not p lan  to m e n t io n  it .  I have  to ld  you  w hat  
I w ant f r o m  you. "

T he P r e s i d e n t  then  w en t around  the tab le  to e a c h  
p e r s o n  and m a d e  an e x p r e s s io n  o f  su p p o r t  one w a y  or a n o th e r .

S a lto n s ta l l :  "I hope you  can  m ak e  the UN a l i t t l e  m o r e  
e f f e c t iv e .  "

R u s s e l l :  "I s h a r e  that h op e .  "

H a lleck :  "I think it  w i l l  b e  p a s s e d  o v e r w h e lm in g ly .  A s  fa r  a s  
I a m  c o n c e r n e d ,  I have  m a d e  m y  p o s i t io n  c l e a r  h e r e  and in  a l l  c a s e s ,

F u lb r igh t: '  "I w i l l  su p p o r t  i t .  "

A iken: " B y  the t im e  you s e n d  it  up th e r e  w o n 't  be  anyth in g  fo r  
us to do but su p p o r t  you . "
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A C F M A  FOR M EETiHG wITH THS

CCNGRSSSIONAI^ h m D E R S

A u " iis t4 , 1964

1. Beport on Maddox action tlie Seci-etary of D-sianse.

2. Po litica l sitaatioa report by the Seci-etnry of State, to iaclu<le botli 
mesinhi^ of ths present situatioa and diplomatic step3 beiag taken.

3 .  ifDjxiodiato m ilita ry  pl .̂a o.i action - Ss& x-etA ry  of defense
f

4. IJlGcuasion led by ths I-’resideat ais'ied tov/ard the qusatioa. of 
Congressional resolatiosi - -  te:ct to be presejitod cud t-;£piaii:ed by 
the Secrel'ary of Etat©.

3 . Discusaioa of what ieadei-sMp w ill  say about th is m«^eting.



Coogr-€S©lo«ai delegation at /mgmst 4 MeetlRg with Pjfeoldeat

' Speaker McCormack 
I I S e n a t o r  M a a s f i a l d  
U ‘ Ssnatop Humphroy 
ij Senator Fulbright 
% Senator KusscH 
I  Sdaator D irksea  
7 Seaato? Kuchcl 
5 Senator K ickeclooper 

Senator SaitoaetaU  
 ̂ Senator Aiken  
> C o a g ressm a s/ilb ert  

Coisgrescm aa Visisoa 
(, Ccmgrecetnaa Thomas Morgaik 
< CoiJgreasinaa H aileck  
 ̂ Congressm an i^rends 

C oagressm aa Boltea
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N E W S  RELEASE
OF F I C E  OF A S S I S T A N T  S E C R E T A R Y  OF DEF ENS E ( P U B L I C  A F F A I R S )

W A S H I N G T O N ,  D.C.  - 2 0 3 0 1

FOR 03IE i*RESS: Axigust it-, 196k

NO. 570-61^ 
O xford 53201 ( I n f o . )  

O xford  73189 (C o p ie s)

The fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t was is s u e d  to d a y  b y  A s s i s t a n t  S e c re ta ry  

o f  D efense  A rth tir  S y lv e s te r ;

"A second' d e l ib e r a t e  a t t a c k  was made d u r in g  d a rk n e ss  "by a n  m -  

d e te rm in e d  number o f  N o rth  V ietnam ese FT b o a ts  on th e  USS MADDOX 

and USS C. TURKEE JOY w h ile  th e  two d e s t r o y e r s  w ere c r u i s in g  in  

company on r o u t in e  p a t r o l  i n  th e  T onkin  G u lf  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  -waters 

a b o u t 65 m i le s  from  th e  n e a r e s t  la n d .  The a t t a c k  came a t  10 :3 0  P.M. 

l o c a l  tim e  ( l0 :3 0  A .M ., Avigust k, W ashingtcsi t im e . )

"The FT b o a ts  w ere ta k e n  u n d e r f i r e  b y  th e  d e s t r o y e r s  and t h e r e ­

a f t e r  b y  a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t  from  th e  TICONDEROGA and th e  (X)NSTEILLATION.

"The a t t a c k e r s  w ere d r iv e n  o f f  w ith  no U .S . c a s u a l t i e s ,  no 

h i t s  and  no damage t o  e i t h e r  d e s t r o y e r .

" I t  i s  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  two o f  th e  FT b o a ts  w ere sim k and 

two o th e r s  dam aged."

END



CO'IFEFZNCE 

OF.

H0N0RA3LE ROBERT S. McIIAMARA 
SECRETARY OF DSmiSE 

* * * * *

THE PEIITAGON 

*  *  * *  *

WDimSDAY. AUGUST 5, 196^1 

1?:02  A.M

SECRETARY McIIAMARA: E a r l i e r  to n ig h t th e  P re s id e n t to ld  th e  n a tio n  
th e  U nited  S ta te s  \rould ta k e  a p p ro p r ia te  a c tio n  to  re?;pond to  th e  xinprovoked 
a t ta c k s  on U S n a v a l veF;selr- by to rp ed o  b o a ts  o:!" ITorth Vietnara I  can t e l l  • j
you th a t  some o f  th a t  ac t io n  has a lre a d y  tak en  p ie  re  U S n av a l a i r c r a f t  
fro n  th e  ra r^ 'le '’"? TICOI'IDEROGA and CONSTELLATION  ̂ th e s e  ca rrie r-?  o p e ra tin g  in  j
th '’ G u lf o f  Tonkin where ou^" de?^troyer?5 had undergone tv o  d e l ib e r a te  a tta c k ^  '
in  in i'e -'-national vate'^'^; have a lre a d y  conductec’ a i r  -^trikes a g a in s t  th e  N orth i
Vi?^tname'-e bare'-' from v h irh  th e se  PT b o a ts  ha^'e o p e ra ted  Our nav al a i r c r a f t  
have e l^o  ronducted s t r ik e '-  a g a in s t  c e r ta in  o th e ’" ta rg e tf ' v h ich  have d i r e c t ly  
supported  th e  operat'Jon  o f  th e  PT b o a ts  Furtherm o'''e  ̂ in  v iev  o f  the  unpro­
voked attack '-, th e  d e l ib e r a te  a t ta c k s  in  in te r n a t io n a l  v a te rr , on U S n av al 
force!=i th e  U nited S ta te s  has tak en  th e  p re c a u tio n  o:  ̂ moving su b f^ tan tia l mi­
l i t a r y  re in fo rcem en ts  to  S o u th east A sia  from our P a c i f ic  b a se g .

In  a d d i t io n  we a re  a ls o  sending  re in fo rcem en ts  to  th e  W estern 
P a c if ic  from b ases  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  I  th in k  vo.. can u n d ers tan d  i t  i s  
no t w ise a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e fo r  me to  id e n t i f y  th e s e  fo rce s  o r to  l i s t  
tn e  d e ta i le d  s t r e n g th  ol th e se  movements, b u t I  can a ssu re  yo... t h a t  th e  
m ovem ents/ar.-3 a p p ro p r ia te  to  th e  p ro v o c a tio n .

Now I  vould  l ik e  to  review  b r i e f l y  in  c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r o f  th e  
xinprovoked a t ta c k s  which t.jok  p la c e  to d ay , Aug'^st ^ th ,  on OL.r v e s s e ls  ^
o p e ra tin g  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a ters  in  th e  G ulf c f  Tcnkin .

You w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  th e  d e s tro y e r  MADDOX o p e ra tin g  in  th o se  |
w a ters  on Sunday, was a tta c k e d  by th re e  PT boa^s. The P re s id e n t in s t ru c te d  >
us to  add th e  d e s tro y e r  TURNER JOY to  th e  p a t r o l  b e in g  c a r r ie d  ou t by th e  |
MADDOX, and s in c e  t h a t  tim e th e  two v e s s e ls  have o p e ra ted  on p a t r o l  in  th o se  !
w a te r s .  Y o u 'l l  see  t h e i r  course  on t h i s  map. ' |

Here i s  th e  so u th ern  p o r t io n  o f  China, th e  co as t o f N orth Vietnam , |
down to  th e  17th p a r a l l e l ,  below w hich, o f  co u rse , i s  South Vietnam. T his i s  'J
Hainan I s la n d , p o sse ssed  by Communist China. The course  "of our d e s tro y e rs  i s  ‘
h e re , o p e ra tin g  30, kO to  60 m ile s  o f f  th e  co as t o f  North Vietnam in  
in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r , moving southw ard.

MORE J
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At 7:U0 P .M ., August 7:^0 P.M. lo c a l  tim e , Vietnam ese tim e ,
August H h , th e  MADDOX a t  about t h i s  p o s i t io n  ( in d ic a t in g )  re p o rte d  ra d a r 
c o n tac t w ith  u n id e n t i f ie d  su rfa c e  v e s s e ls  who were p a r a l le l in g  i t s  course , 
p a r a l le l in g  th e  tr a c k  o f  b o th  th e  TURNER JOY and th e  MADDOX.

At 8:36  P .M ., by vfhich tim e i t  was about in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  ( in d ic a t in g )  
th e  MADDOX e s ta b lis h e d  two new ra d a r  c o n ta c ts  w ith  two u n id e n t i f ie d  su rfa ce  
v e s s e ls  and th re e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t .  At t h i s  tim e U. S. f ig h te r  
a i r c r a f t  were launched from th e  c a r r i e r  TICONDEROGA, which was a lso  
o p e ra tin g  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin. These f ig h t e r  a i r c r a f t  were launched to  
rendezvous w ith  th e  MADDOX and TURNER JOY, and p rov ide  a i r  cover to  them. .

At by which tim e th e  MADDOX and JOY had advanced south  to  :■
appro x im ate ly  t h i s  p o in t ( in d ic a t in g ) ,  th e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t  had |  
d isap p ea red  from th e  d e s tr o y e r s ' ra d a r  sc reen s and th e  su rfa ce  v e s se ls   ̂
were .rem aining a t  a  d is ta n c e . By th a t  tim e , th e  a i r c r a f t  from th e  USS 
TICONDEROGA had a r r iv e d  over th e  d e s tro y e rs  and th ey  commenced d e fen siv e  
p a tro l-  over them.

By 9:30> th e  d e s tro y e rs  were a t  t h i s  p o in t ( in d ic a t in g )  and a t  t h i s  
tim e th e  i n i t i a l  a t ta c k  o ccu rred . A d d itio n a l v e s s e ls  had by now appeared 
■on th e  MADDOX'S ra d a r  s c re e n , and th e se  v e s s e ls  were observed to  c lo se  
v e ry  ra p id ly  on th e  d e s tro y e rs  a t  speeds in  excess o f  if-O k n o ts . The 
a t ta c k in g  su rfa c e  v e s s e ls  con tinued  to  c lo se  r a p id ly  from bo th  th e  west 
and th e  so u th .

By 9 :5 2 , th e  MADDOX and th e  TURNER JOY had continued  sou th  to  
app ro x im ate ly  t h i s  p o in t ( in d ic a t in g ) ,  and th e y  re p o rte d  th e y  were under 
con tinuous to rp ed o  a t ta c k  and were engaged in  d e fen siv e  c o u n te r f i r e .

By 10:15 th e y  had advanced app rox im ate ly  to  h e re  ( in d ic a t in g ) .  They 
were re p o r t in g  th e y  were av o id in g  to rp ed o es  and th a t  th e y  had sunk one o f 
th e  a t ta c k in g  p a t r o l  c r a f t .

At 10:U2, th e  d e s tro y e rs  re p o rte d  th ey  had evaded a d d i t io n a l  
to rp ed o es  and had sunk a second o f th e  a t ta c k in g  p a t r o l  c r a f t . O ther 
a i r c r a f t  from th e  TICONDEROGA had a r r iv e d  overhead and jo in e d  th e  
d e fe n s iv e  p a t r o l .

At 10:52 th e  MADDOX re p o rte d  th e  d e s tro y e rs  were ag a in  under a t ta c k .  
At m id n ig h t, by which tim e th e  v e s s e ls  were in  t h i s  p o s i t io n  ( in d ic a t in g ) .

MORE !



th e  d e s tro y e rs  re p o r te d  ^hey had su f fe re d  no h its ,,  no c a s u a i i t i e s ,  and th a t  
th e  d e fe a se  a i r c r a f t  from th e  TICONDEROGA were i l lu m in a tin g  th e  a re a  and 
a t ta c k in g  th e  et;emy su rfa ce  c r a f t .

At 12:32 , a t  which tim e th e y  were a t  th i s  p o in t ( in d ic a t in g )  
th e  p a t r o l  re p o r te d  t h a t  an a d d i t io n a l  enemy c r a f t  was b e lie v e d  to  have 
been sunk, and th a t  low c e i l in g s ,  poor w eather, was beg inn ing  to  hamper 
th e  a i r c r a f t  o p e ra t io n s .

At 1 2 :5^ , th e  TUElfER JOY, one o f th e  tvro d e s tro y e rs ,  r e p o r te d  
th a t  d u rin g  th e  engagement, in  a d d itio n  to  th e  to ip ed o  a t ta c k s ,  th e  
d e s tro y e r  had been f i r e d  upon b j au tom atic  weapons w h ile  be ing  
i l lu m in a te d  by sea rch  l i g h t s .

At 1 :30  a .m ., by which tim e th e  d e s tro y e rs  were in  t h i s  
p o s i t io n  ( 'in d ic a tin g )  th e y  re p o r te d  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  had a p p a re n t­
l y  broken o f f  th e  engagements The l̂ rnDDOX and TCJRIJER JOI were d ire c te d  
to  resume t h e i r  normal and ro u tin e  p a t r o l  o p e ra tio n s , and th e y  a re  
c o n tin u in g  them a t  th e  p re s e n t tim e .

Now, I  w i l l  endeavor to  answer your c u e s t io n s .

QUESTION; S i r ,  was th e re  any th ing  e l s e  ev er seen o r h eard  
from th e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t ?

SECRETARY MC NAI-î R4 : No. The u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r 3. f t  d id  no t 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  a t ta c k  and a t  t h i s  moment, ve  have no f \ i r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  re g a rd in g  them.

CJJESTION; In  which d i r e c t io n  d id  th e y  d isappear?

SECRETARY MC NAI--IARA; I  c s n ’t  t e l l  you . There was no f u r th e r  
in fo rm a tio n  on them .

QUESTION: Can you name th e  b a se s  in  N orth V ie t Nam th a t  were
a tta ck e d ?

SECRETARY MC MMABA: No. I  canno t.

QUESTION: W ill you name them b e fo re  th e  Communists do?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: We w i l l  name them a t  a  tim e  a p p ro p r ia te  
to  th e  s a f e ty  o f  our fo r c e s .  I t  would be in a p p ro p r ia te  to  neir.e them 
a t  t h i s  tim e  The a t ta c k  i s  c o n tin u in g  a t  p r e s e n t .

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  u s  how many bases?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. U n ti l  such tim e a s  th e  a t ta c k  i s  
com pleted , i t  would be unwise to  comment f u r th e r  o r  to  id e n t i f y  th e  
a re a s  b e in g  a t ta c k e d .

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  u s  i f  th e  a tx ac k  i s  c u r re n t ly  underway?



SECRETARY MC NAI-IAPA: I t  i s  c u r re n t ly  undei-^'ay.

QUESTION: You made a  d i s t in c t io n  between K orth V ie t Kara and 
c e r ta in  o th e r  support f a c i l i t i e s ?

SECRETARY MC I  sim ply v/anted to  d is t in g u is h  between p a t r o l
c r a f t  b a se s  them selves and c e r ta in  suppor.'tins i n s t a l l a t i o n s  which might 
be se p a ra te d  g e o g ra p h ic a lly  from th e  mooring p o in ts  o f  th e  c r a f t  b u t in  
N orth  V ie t Kara.

QUESTION: There i s  no q u estio n  th a t  we a tta c k e d  any o th e r  p lace  
b u t N orth  V ie t Ham?

SECRETARY MC NA1-IA.RA: None w hatsoever.

QUESTION; Can you say i f  we a re  a t ta c k in g  Hanoi?

SECRETARY MC NAl/IARA: We a re  n o t a t ta c k in g  H anoi. We a re  
a t ta c k in g  on ly  th e  p a t r o l  c r a f t  b ases  and c e r ta in  a s s o c ia te d  
l o g i s t i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .

QUESTION: In  th a t  a rea?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Not in  th e  a re a  o f  H anoi. But in  K orth
V ie t Nam.

QUESTION: The same a re a  as  th e  p a t r o l  c r a f t?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: In  th e  same a re a  as  th e  p a t r o l  c r a f t  
a re  moored b u t se p a ra te d  p h y s ic a lly  from th e  mooring p o i n t .

QUESTION: Mr. S e c re ta ry , can you t e l l  us when th e  a t ta c k  has 
been com pleted, what o rd e rs  th e  e n t i r e  group has in  t l i i s  a rea?

SECRETARY MC NÂ ^ARA: We w i l l  on ly  be a b le  to  t e l l  you such 
in fo rm a tio n  a s  w i l l  n o t r e v e a l  fu tu r e  p la n s  o r  in  any way je o p a rd iz e  our 
fu tu r e  o p e ra t io n s .

QUESTION: >7hat I  mean i s ,  w i l l  th e y  go back to  th e  s tan d in g  
o rd e rs  which th e y  had?

SECRETARY MC NAl'lARA: I t  w i l l  depend on c ircum stances a t  th e
t im e .

QUESTION: Mr. S e c re ta ry , has th e  a l e r t  s ta tu s  o f  th e  U nited  
S ta te s  fo rc e s  around th e  w orld  been in c reased ?

SECRETARY MC NAl-IARA: Only such u n i t s  a re  a re  b e in g  a l e r t e d  fo r  
r e in fo r c in g  moves.

QUESTION: Has th e re  been any long  range a l e r t s  to  any p o r t io n  
o f  defen se  i n d u s t r i a l  b ase  a t  a l l ?

SECRETARY MC NAl-IARA: No, none.



QUESTION: S i r ,  were a l l  th e  a t ta c k s  from th e  two c a r r ie r s ?

SECRETARY MC NA1'IA.RA.: Yes. The o n ly  a i r c r a f t  p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  th e  
s t r i k e s  a re  a i r c r a f t  from th e  TICOtlDEROGA and th e  COITSTELIATION.

QUESTION: You, I  th in k , s a id  th a t  th e  c a r r i e r s  were in  th e  
G ulf o f  Tonkin?

SECRETARY MC NAl-lARA: Yes.

QUESTION: They have moved u p . They a re  shown as  b e in g  o u ts id e .

SECRETARY MC KAl/IARA: The TICONDEROGA i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  in  th e  
G ulf a re a  and th e  CONSTELLATION has boen moving in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n .

QIESTION; S i r ,  w i l l  t h i s  be one s t r i k e  o r  s e v e ra l  s t r ik e s ?

MORE
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SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: T h e r e  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  m ore t h a n  o n e  
a i r c r a f t  fr o m  e a c h  c a r r i e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  i t ,  b u t  i t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  
o n e  s t r i k e #  u n l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  f u r t h e r  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k s  on  o u r  v e s s e l s «

QUESTION: T h i s  i s  j u s t  a r e t a l i a t o r y  s t r i k e ^  t h e n ?
-  »

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  s i m p l y  w a n t  t o  l e a v e  i t  a s  I  s a i d  i t «

QUESTION: Can y o u  d e s c r i b e  t h e  w e a p o n s  o r  t y p e  o f  a i r c r a f t  
b e i n g  u s e d ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: NOj, t h e y  a r e  t y p i c a l  a i r c r a f t  fr o m  
a t t a c k  c a r r i e r s ,

QUESTION; Do y o u  know w h e t h e r  t h e  s t r i k e  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l
a t  a l l ?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: I  am s u r e  i t  w i l l  b e  s u c c e s s f u l < ,

QUESTIOI'I; Can y o u  t e l l  u s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a n y  
a i r c r a f t  o p p o s i t i o n  o r  an y  i n t e r d i c t i o n  b y  a i r ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The s t r i k e s  a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  s o  I  c a n ' t  
g i v e  y o u  a n y  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  on  i t o

QUESTION: How many a i r c r a f t  a r e  i n v o l v e d  on  o u r  p a r t ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The a i r c r a f t  fr o m  tw o  a t t a c k  c a r r i e r s ,

QUESTION: No n u m b e r s?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  c a n ' t  g i v e  y o u  a n y  m ore i n f o r m a t i o n s

\

QUESTION; The p r e s u m p t i o n  i s  c o n v e n t i o n a l  w e a p o n s ,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: YeSo N o t  o n l y  p r e s u m p t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  
i s  t h e  f a c t .

QUESTION; What d i d  CIC r a d a r  sh ow  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t  t o  b e  from ?  H a in a n ?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: We d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y  r e p o r t  on  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t ,

QUESTION: How many c a s u a l t y  r e p o r t s  on  t h e  s t r i k e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o n e  s o  f a r .  T h e r e  
h a v e  b e e n  n o  c a i = u s ] i i i f i s  s o  f a r .



QUESTION: What t i m e  w as  t h e  s t r i k e  l a u n c h e d ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  g i v e  y o u  t h e  e x a c t  
t i m e  o f  l a u n c h ,

QUESTION; W ere t h e  a i r c r a f t  fr o m  t h e  CONSTELLATION i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  MADDOX and  JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Y e s .  T h i s  i s  a q u e s t i o n  I  s h o u l d  
c l a r i f y  f o r  y o u ,  I  may n o t  h a v e  made i t  c l e a r .  The q u e s t i o n  i s  w e r e  
a i r c r a f t  f r o m  t h e  CONSTELLATION i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  c o v e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  tw o  d e s t r o y e r s  A u g u s t  4 t h ,  and  t h e  a n s w e r  
i s  y e s .  The CONSTELLATION and t h e  TICONDEROGA a l t e r n a t e d  i n  p r o v i d i n g  
a i r  c a p  f o r  t h e  d e s t r o y e r s  on  t h e  4 t h ,

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  I  am s u r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  i n  
y o u r  m ind  t h a t  t h e s e  PT b o a t s  came f r o m ,  i n  f a c t .  N o r t h  V ie tn a m ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; T h e r e  i s  n o n e .  The r a d a r  made i t  
q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  © m in g  fr o m  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  b a s e s .

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  c a n  y o u  t e l l  u s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  o v e r  
w h i c h  t h i s  e n g a g e m e n t  o c c u r r e d ?  I s  i t  a b o u t  60 o r  65  m i l e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; T h e s e  a r e  a b o u t  60  m i l e  s  s q u a r e  
( i n d i c a t i n g )  s o  y o u  c a n  s e e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  fr o m  7 : 4 0  

w hen t h e r e  w a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  an a t t a c k  w a s ' i m m i n e n t ,  u n t i l  som e  
t i m e  a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t ,  t o  1 ; 3 0 ,  w hen i t  t e r m i n a t e d ,  t h e y  c o v e r e d  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  on  t h e  o r d e r  o f  80 m i l e s .

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  c a n  y o u  g i v e  u s  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h e  G u l f  o f  T o n k in  p a t r o l ?

SECRETARY MC NAT4ARA; I t  i s  a r o u t i n e  p a t r o l  o f  t h e  t y p e  
we c a r r y  o u t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,

QUESTION; D o e s  i t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  m o v e m e n ts  o f  
j u n k s  o r  w h a t e v e r  i t  i s  b a c k  and  f o r t h ?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA; N o .  I t  h a s  n o  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  a n y  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  We a r e  c a r r y i n g  r o u t i n e  p a t r o l s  o f  
t h i s  k i n d  on  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  a l l  t h e  t i m e .

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  i d e a  why t h e  
N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  may h a v e  d o n e  t h i s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: N o n e ,

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s t r o y e r



a t  o n e  p o i n t  w as  u n d e r  a t t a c k  b y  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s *  D o e s  t h a t  mean  
b o t h  d e s t r o y e r s ^  o r  j u s t  t h e  MADDOX?

SECRETARY MC NAI-IARA; The r e p o r t  w a s ,  I  b e l i e v e ^  t h a t  b o t h  
d e s t r o y e r s  h a d  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  b y  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n so

QUESTION? Mro S e c r e t a r y ,  h a v e  we p i c k e d  up a n y  s u r v i v o r s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; N o ,  we h a v e  p i c k e d  up n o  s u r v i v o r s  
on e i t h e r  t h e  s e c o n d  o r  t h e  f o u r t h s

QUESTIONS Mro S e c r e t a r y ,  t h e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  m o v in g  fr o m  
t h e  W e s t e r n  P a c i f i c  and t h e  C o a s t s  a r e  t h e y  o f  a l l  s e r v i c e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAs YeSc

QUESTIONS Mro S e c r e t a r y ,  h a s  SAC and A i r  D e f e n s e  Command 
b e e n  p l a c e d  on  an  i n c r e a s e d  a l e r t ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAs N o ,  i t  h a s  n o t «

QUESTION; Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  c a n  y o u  t e l l  u s  w hen t h i s  a t t a c k  
t h i s  s t r i k e ,  may b e  o v e r #  o r  w hen we may e x p e c t  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  w o u ld  t h i n k  t h a t  y o u  m ig h t  e x p e c t  
som e f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  to m o r r o w  m o r n in g o

QUESTION; H ave t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  c a s u a l t i e s ,  a n y  d a m a g e ,  
a n y t h i n g  w h a t s o e v e r  w i t h  A m e r ic a n  F o r c e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAg T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  c a s u a l t i e s  t o  
A m e r ic a n  f o r c e s ^  e i t h e r  s e a  o r  a i r ,  a n d  n o  dam age t o  A m e r ic a n  f o r c e s  
t o  d a te ; ,  e i t h e r  s e a  o r  a i r ^

QUESTION; T h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  a i r  s t r i k e ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Y eS ; b u t  a s  I  p o i n t  o u t ;  t h e  c u r r e n t  
a i r  s t r i k e s  a r e  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  y e t o

QUESTION; Has t h e r e  b e e n  o p p o s i t i o n ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I  c a n n o t  r e p o r t  on  t h a t  u n t i l  we g e t  
t h e  f u l l  m i s s i o n  r e p o r t  w h i c h  we d o n ' t  h a v e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e a

QUESTION; What i s  t h e  c l o s e s t j  r o u g h l y ,  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  
c r a f t  h a v e  come t o  t h e  MADDOX and  JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA; We h a v e  h a d  r e p o r t s  o f  t o r p e d o e s  
1 0 0  an d  200  y a r d s  o f f  t h e  beam  o f  t h e  s h i p s t ,  I  c a n ' t  t e l l  y o u  how  
c l o s e -  t h e  a t t a c k i n g  c r a f t  cam e t o  t h e  v e s s e l s ,  a l t h o u g h  i f  t h e y  w e r e



f i r i n g  a u t o m a t i c  w e a p o n s  t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e r  t h a n  800  y a r d s  
a t  a  m in im u m .

QUESTION: Who o p e n e d  f i r e  f i r s t ?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA; I t  v;as q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  PT b o a t s  
i n i t i a t e d  t h e  a t t a c k »

QUESTION: When w as t h e  l a s t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  d e s t r o y e r s  
up t h e r e  i n  t h e  T o n k in  G u l f ?

SECRETARY MC NAI'IARA: I  p r e f e r  n o t  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o t h e r  t h a n  t o  s a y  t h a t  we h a v e  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  on  r o u t i n e  p a t r o l s  i n  t h a t  
a r e a  f o r  m o n t h s ,

QUESTION: How f a r  up do y o u  g o ,  Mro S e c r e t a r y ,  b e f o r e  t h e y
t u r n  b a c k ?

SECRETARY MC NAI'IARA: I p r e f e r  n o t  t o  a n s w e r  t h a t ,  e i t h e r «
We d o n ' t  v ; i s h  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s i n  t h e  a re a ®

QUESTION; Can y o u  t e l l  u s  w h a t  o r d e r  t h e  s t r i k e  a i r c r a f t  
h a v e ,  i f  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r  i n t e r c e p t o r  a i r c r a f t  i n  N o r t h  V ie tn a m ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; T hey  a r e  t o  d e s t r o y  a n y  a i r c r a f t  
t h a t  a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  a t t a c k  them «

QUESTION; Do we h a v e  — ■

QUESTION: One t h e  g r o u n d ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I n  t h e  a i r o

QUESTION: We h a v e  t r o o p s  fr o m  t h e  F a r  E a s t  A s i a  t o  —  w e l l ,  
d o e s  t h a t  mean g r o u n d  f o r c e s  a r e  b e i n g  p u t  i n t o  S o u t h  V ie tn a m ?

SECRETARY MC NAI'IARA; N o ,  i t  m ean s  we a r e  r e i n f o r c i n g  o u r  
f o r c e s  w i t h  s u c h  a d d i t i o n a l  f o r c e s  we b e l i e v e  t o  b e  r e q u i r e d  and h a v e  
p l a c e d  on  a l e r t  s u c h  f o r c e s  a s  we b e l i e v e  t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y , ,

I  d o n ' t  w i s h  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  t y p e s  o r  n u m b ers  o r  nam es o r  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  f o r c e s .

V ie tn a m ?
QUESTION; Can y o u  r e p e a t  t h a t  f i r s t  p a r t  a b o u t  n o  t r o o p s  i n

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: The q u e s t i o n  w a s :  H ave a d d i t i o n a l  
t r o o p s  b e e n  m oved i n t o  N o r t h  V ie t n a m ,  m e a n in g  h a v e  c o m b a t  u n i t s  b e e n  
m oved  i n t o  N o r t h  V ie t n a m  —  I  m e a n t  S o u t h  V ie t n a m  —  and  t h e  a n s w e r  i s  no*



QUESTION: A re  we h i t t i n g  o n l y  s h o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  o r  do  
we move i n l a n d ?

SECRETARY MC NAf^ARA: I r e f e r r e d  t o  p a t r o l  c r a f t  b a s e s  and  
s u p p o r t i n g  l o g i s t i c a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  b u t  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  s e p a r a t e  from a

QUESTION: Mro S e c r e t a r y ,  h a v e  t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  s i m i l a r  
a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  n a v y  s h o r t  
o f  t h e  t o r p e d o i n g  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  r e p o r t  b e f o r e ?

SECRETARY MC NAI'4ARA; NOo

QUESTION: T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: T h a t  i s  r i g h t o  I  w a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  
t h a t  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  b o t h  on  S u n d a y  and  t o d a y s  b o t h  on t h e  s e c o n d  
o f  A u g u s t  an d  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  o c c u r r e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v ;a te r S o  
T h e s e  d e s t r o y e r s  v ;ere  o p e r a t i n g  b e t w e e n  30 and 60 m i l e s  o f f  t h e  
N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t s

QUESTION: Can y o u  t e l l  u s  w h a t  t o w n s ,  c i t i e s ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r  on  t h e  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t  a r e  r o u g h l y  c l o s e s t  o r  p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  a r e a  o f  a t t a c k ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No»

QUESTION: N o t  o u r  a t t a c k  b u t  t h e i r s  on  u s  a

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No*

QUESTION: How f a r  o f f  w a s  t h e  7 : 4 0  PoMo? Was t h a t  60  m i l e s ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: T h e s e  s q u a r e s  a r e  60 m i l e s ,  s o  t h i s  
p o i n t  i s  on  t h e  o r d e r  o f  65 m i l e s ,  p e r h a p s *  As y o u  c a n  s e e  down h e r e ,  
i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t ,

QUESTION: Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  som e o f  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  f i n d  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how t h e  tw o  d e s t r o y e r s  w e r e  c h a s e d ,  and  
a p p a r e n t l y  f r o m  t h i s  m a n e u v e r  t h e y  m ad e , t h e y  r a n  fr o m  t h e s e  PT b o a t s  
a n d  y e t  t h e y  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  —

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; N o ,  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  c o u r s e  o f  p a t r o l  
( i n d i c a t i n g ) ^

QUESTION: W h i le  u n d e r  a t t a c k ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Y es, th e y  were p ro ceed in g  south*
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QUESTION; O nce t h e y  w e r e  e n g a g e d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t u r n ?

SECRETARY MC NAI-IARAj N o . T h i s  i s  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  d i r e c t i o n  
t h e y  m oved  i n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) , Of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  w e r e  t a k i n g  e v a s i v e  
a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  t o r p e d o e s  w h ic h  w e r e  
l a u n c h e d  a g a i n s t  th e m ,

QUESTION; B u t  i f  t h e y  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l o s e  t o  b e  
i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  PT b o a t s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r e a d e r  w i l l  h a v e  i s  how  
come t h e  d e s t r o y e r s  w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o  n u l l i f y  t h e  PT b o a t s *

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; T h ey  d i d .  T h ey  su n k  a t  l e a s t  t w o ,

QUESTION; Two o u t  o f  how m any , s i r ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; We c a n ' t  b e  s u r e .  I t  w a s  a n i g h t  
a t t a c k .  We c a n ' t  b e  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  num ber o f  b o a t s  t h a t  w e r e  
e n g a g e d ,  I  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  an  e s t i m a t e ,  j u s t  f o r  y o u r  own i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  I  c a n ' t  b e  a b s o l u t e l y  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e s e  n u m b e r s ,  I  w o u ld  s a y  
b e t w e e n  t h r e e  an d  s i x  b o a t s  w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c k ,  o f  w h i c h  a t  
l e a s t  tw o  w e r e  s u n k .
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QUESTION: How d id  you know th a t?

QUESTION: And in  which th ey  were engaged f o r  a p e r io d  o f ,  I  
b e l ie v e ,  two hours?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes.

QUESTION: How d id  you know th ey  were sunlc, th o se  two?

QUESTION: Were th e se  simk hy d e s tro y e r  f i r e  o r  a i r c r a f t  f i r e ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  c a n 't  i d e n t i f y  th e  source o f  th e
s in k in g .

QUESTION: Did you use th e  f iv e  in ch  and th re e  in ch  b a t te r ie s ?
I s  t h a t  a l l ? ,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The f iv e  in ch  b a t t e r i e s  p lu s  c e r ta in  
au tom atic  weapons a v a i la b le  on th e  d e s tro y e rs  were u sed .

QUESTION; Mr. S e c re ta ry , th e  e a r l i e r  s ta tem en t p u t out. s a id  
th e y  were b e lie v e d  to  have been sunk. I s  t h i s  l a t e r  in i'o rm ation  th e y  
have been svmk?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I t  has been re p o r te d  to  us t h a t  th e y  were 
sunk. T h is , l e t  me em phasize, was a  n ig h t a c t io n .  You must expect c e r ta in  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  th e  amount o f  in fo rm atio n  a v a i la b le  under n i ^ t  c o n d itio n s . 
But th e  r e p o r t  to  us from sou rces th a t  we b e lie v e  a re  r e l i a b l e  in d ic a te s  
t h a t  a t  l e a s t  two v e s s e ls  were sunk.

QUESTION: S ir ,  a re  you co n fid e n t t h a t  one PT b o a t was sunk
on Sunday?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes, t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .

QUESTION: But i s  t h i s  l a t e r  in fo rm atio n  th a t  makes i t  more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  th e y  were sunk?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: J u s t  f iv e  m inutes b e fo re  I  came down,
I  re c e iv e d  a  re p o r t  t h a t  th e y  were sunk.

QUESTION: In  o th e r  words, th e  l a t e r  in fo rm a tio n  i s  f l a t ?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  j u s t  want to  re p e a t what I  s a id , 
t h a t  th e  re p o r t  was t h a t  two PT b o a ts  a t  l e a s t  were sunk^ and a 
p o s s ib le  t h i r d .  That i s  r i g h t .

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  us a t  a l l  w hether any o f  th e  damage was 
i n f l i c t e d  by f iv e  in ch  guns?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. T his was n ig h t tim e . I  c a n 't  id e n t i f y  
th e  ty p e  o f  s h e l l  t h a t  caused th e  damage, o r  even th e  source o f  th e  
damage as between d e s tro y e rs  on th e  one hand, and our a i r c r a f t  on th e  o th e r .

's..:
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QUESTION: Mr. S e c re ta ry , cou ld  you give us a  rundown on th e  
rem ain ing  p o r t io n  o f  th e  H orth Vietnam ese Navy? J a n e 's  F ig h tin g  Ships says 
th e y  have a  t o t a l  o f  l 6 PT b o a ts ,  o f  which I  f ig u re  you have sunk now one f i f t h .

SECRETARY MC NAi-IARA.: I  d o n 't  w ish to  ga.ve you our e s tim a te  o f  ' 
th e  niiraber o f  N orth V ietnam ese "boats by ty p e , fo r  obvious re a so n s , 
b u t I  w i l l  t e l l  you th e re  a re  two d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s . One ty p e  we id e n t i f y  
a s  th e  PT-lf-'s. T h is  i s  a  p a t r o l  c r a f t  w ith  a  speed o f  approx im ate ly  50 
k n o ts . The o th e r  ty p e  we id e n t i f y  as  th e  Swatow t;>^e, a  p a t r o l  c r a f t  
w ith  a  l e s s e r  speed , approx im ating  l̂-O k n o ts . We b e lie v e  t h a t  bo th  ty p e s  
o f  p a t r o l  c r a f t  were engaged in  to d a y 's  o p e ra tio n .

QUESTION: How do you s p e l l  Swatow?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: S -w -a-t-o -w . _ :

QUESTION: Mr. S e c re ta ry , approx im ate ly  how many h o s t i l e  
to rp ed o es  were f i r e d  a t  our sh ips?

SECRETARY MC NAI>IARA: I t  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s t im a te . I  
d o n 't  w ish to  make a  guess a t  them .

QUESTION: How many do th e y  c a r ry , s ir?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: I  d o n 't  w ish to  approxim ate t h a t ,  e i t h e r .

QUESTION: Has your government been in  to u ch  du rin g  to d ay  o r  
s in ce  Sunday w ith  th e  Government o f  th e  S ov ie t Union on th o se  in c id e n ts ?

SECRETARY MC NAl-IARA: I  would r a th e r  n o t d is c u s s  t h a t .
1

QUESTION: Mr. S e c re ta ry  —

SECRETARY MC NAJ<IARA: One more q u e s tio n .

QUESTION: I  have th re e  sunk in  my n o te s .

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: One sunk on Sunday, a t  l e a s t  two sunk to d ay , 
p o s s ib ly  a  t h i r d  sunk to d ay , f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  p o s s ib ly  fo u r , a s  a  p o s s ib le .

QUESTION: And th e  l a s t  one i s  a  p o s s ib le .

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The p o s s ib le  t h i r d  one to d ay  which would make 
a  fo u r  p o s s ib le  in  t o t a l .

QUESTION: Did you say  th e  n e a r e s t  to rp ed o es  w ere about 200 
y a rd s  away?

SECRiTTARY MC NAMARA.; Torpedoes were r e p o r te d  a s  p a ss in g  between 
100 and 200 y a rd s  abeam o f  th e  s h ip s . One more q u e s tio n .

QUESTION: Can you s e t  som ething up f o r  tomorrow?



' l i t '

SECRETARY MC MlJlARk: I  w i l l  see t h a t  you a re  p ro v id ed  v i th  v h a tev e r 
news we can p ro p e r ly  r e le a s e .  I  w i l l  e i th e r  do i t  m yself o r  a rran g e  fo r  o th e rs  
t o  do I t .

QUESTION: How about to n ig h t?

SECREl’ARY MC NAI-L̂ RA.: I  d o n 't  b e lie v e  th e re  w i l l  be an y th in g  to n ig h t .  
I  w i l l  be re c e iv in g  r e p o r t s .  I  am going to  s ta y  in  th e  b u ild in g  t o n i ^ i t  and 
re c e iv e  r e p o r ts  every  h a l f  hour from CHICPAC. But I  doubt t h a t  th e re  w i l l  be 
an y th in g  to  r e le a s e  to n ig h t .

THE PRESS: Thank you, s i r .

End—12:30 A.m.
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HONORABLE ROBERT S .  McNAT-mPJv

T%vo o f  o u r  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  l o s t ,  tw o  o f  c u r  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  
L.d'£«.aged,. ccher.-S' 'ha-'/e,.,-been j.i’e o o -v e r e d  . • s a f e l y  on  t h e  c a r ­

r i e r s .  T he d e s t r o y e r s  MADDOX and  TURNER JOY, w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  
o p e r a t i p ' "  or, r o u t i n e  p a t r o l  i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  T o n k i n ,  h a v e  r e ­
sum ed  a c r o l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s .

i

i

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ‘

9 : 0 0  a .m .  . /

W e d n e s d a y ,  5 A u g u s t  1 9 6 4  |

SECRETARY KcN/J'iARA; As y o u  k n o w , on  A u g u s t  2 n d ,  an d  a g a i n  !
on  A u g u s t  4 t h ,  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  s u r f a c e  v e s s e l s  a t t a c k e d  U. S .  ^
d e s t r o y e r s  o p e r a t i n g  o n  r o u t i n e  p a t r o l  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s  
i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  T o n k i n .

I n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  u n p r o v o k e d  a t t a c k  on t h e  h i g h  s e a s ,  
o u r  f o r c e s  h a v e  s t r u c k  t h e  b a s e s  u s e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  
p a t r o l  c r a f t .  D u r in g  t h e  n i g h t ,  64 a t t a c k  s o r t i e s  w e r e  l a u n c h e d  ^
fr o m  t h e  U. S .  c a r r i e r s  TICONDEROGA an d  CONSTELLATION a g a i n s t  [
t h e  f o u r  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  p a t r o l  b a s e s  an d  c e r t a i n  s u p p o r t  
f a c i l i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e  b a s e s .

T he p o i n t s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on t h i s  map s h o w i n g  t h e  G u l f  o f  
T o n k i n ,  S o u t h  C h i n a ,  N o r t h  V i e t  Nam. T he f i r s t  b a s e  i s  a t  
Hon Gay i n  N o r t h  V i e t  Nam; t h e  s e c o n d  a t  L oc  C h a o ;  t h e  t h i r d  
a t  P h u c l o i ;  t h e  f o u r t h  a t  Q uang K he; and  t h e  f i f t h  s t r i k e  w'as 
a g a i n s t  t h e  V in h  o i l  s t o r a g e  d e p o t ,  w h i c h  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  S w atow  t o r p e d o  b a s e .

The o i l  s t o r a g e  d e p o t ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  14 t a n k s ,  a p p r o x i -  
in a te 3 .y  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p e t r o l e u m  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  o f  
N o r t h  V i e t  N a n ,  w a s  90  p e r c e n t  d e s t r o y e d .  Smoke v;as o b s e r v e d  
r i s i n g  t o  1 4 , 0 0 0  f e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  d am age  t o  t h e  t o r ­

p e d o  b o a t  b a s e s  and  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  25  
o f  t h e  b o a t s  w e r e  d am aged  o r  d e s t r o y e d .



o o
L a s t  n i g h t  I  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  m o v e s  w e r e  u n d e r w a y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  

o u r  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  a r e a .  T h e s e  m o v es  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w ­
in g  a c t i o n s F i r s t ,  an  a t t a c k  c a r r i e r  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  
fr o m  t h e  F i r s t  F l e e t  on  t h e  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  P a c i f i c .  
S e c o n d l y ,  i n t e r c e p t o r  and  f i g h t e r  b om b er  a i r c r a f t  h a v e  b e e n  moved 
i n t o  S o u t h  V i e t  Nam. T h i r d l y ,  f i g h t e r  b om b er  a i r c r a f t  h a v e  b e e n  
m oved i n t o  T h a i l a n d .  F o u r t h l y ,  i n t e r c e p t o r  and  f i g h t e r  bom b er  
s q u a d r o n s  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  fro m  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n t o  advance 
b a s e s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  F i f t h l y ,  a n t i s u b m a r i n e  t a s k  f o r c e  g r o u p  

has b e e n  m oved  i n t o  t h e  S o u t h  C h in a  S e a .  And f i n a l l y ,  s e l e c t e d  
Army and  M a r in e  f o r c e s  h a v e  b e e n  a l e r t e d  a n d  r e a d i e d  f o r  m ovem ent.'^^

\
I  w a n t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  t h e  d am age r e p o r t  w h i c h  I  g a v e  t o  

y  ou  i s  b a s e d  on  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t s  r e c e i v e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
o o n p l e t i o n  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  .

Now I  w i l l  t a k e  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  e n d e a v o r  t o  a n s w e r  th e m ,

QUESTION; Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  w e r e  t h e  p l a n e s  t h a t  we l o s t ,  t h e  
tw o  p l a n e s ,  dow ned  b y  g r o u n d  f i r e ,  an d  a l s o ,  w a s  t h e r e  a n y  a i r  
a c t i o n  fr o m  N o r t h  V i e t  Nam?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The tw o  p l a n e s  we l o s t  w e r e  d ow n ed  b y  
a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  en em y  a i r  r e a c t i o n .

QUESTION; Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  c a n  y o u  t e l l  u s  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  
a t t a c k ?  How lo w  d i d  t h e y  com e?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  s t r i k e s  w e r e  a t  lo w  
l e v e l .

QUESTION; And t h e  l o c a l  t i m e s ,  Mr. S e c r e t a r y ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: T he l o c a l  t i m e s  r a n g e d  fr o m  o n  t h e  
o r d e r  o f  N oon  t o  4 ; 0 0  o r  5 : 0 0  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .

QUESTION; Can y o u  t e l l  u s ,  s i r ,  how l o n g  t h e  a t t a c k  —

SECRETARY McNAMARA; T h e s e  a r e  l o c a l  V i e t n a m e s e  t i m e s .

QUESTION; Can y o u  t e l l  u s  how l o n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r i k e  l a s t e d ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: R o u g h ly  f o u r  t o  f i v e  h o u r s .

QUESTION; How w a s  t h e  w e a t h e r ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: B a d .

QUESTION: R a in y ?

\
I
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SECRETARY McNAMARA: Low c e i l i n g .

QUESTION; What t y p e s  o f  a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: T h e r e  w a s  h e a v y  a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e  
o v e r  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t a r g e t s .

QUESTION: M i s s i l e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Guns r a t h e r  t h a n  m i s s i l e s .

QUESTION; S m a l l  c a l i b e r  o r  b i g  c a l i b e r ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; I  c a n ' t  t e l l  y o u  t h e  c a l i b e r  o t h e r  
t h a n  i t  w a s  h e a v y  a n t i a i r c r a f t  b a s e s .

QUESTION; Can y o u  t e l l  u s  a t  w h i c h  o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s  t h e  
p l a n e s  w e r e  dow n ed ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: N o ,  I  c a n ' t .

QUESTION: What w a s  t h e  q u e s t i o n ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; T he q u e s t i o n  w a s  a t  w h i c h  p o i n t  w e r e  
t h e  tw o  a i r c r a f t  l o s t .  I  c a n  s i m p l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  h e a v i e s t  
a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  a t  Hon G a y ,  t h e  m o s t  n o r t h e r l y  
o f  t h e  b a s e s  a t t a c k e d .

QUESTION; I s  t h a t  a l s o  t h e  l a r g e s t ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; I t  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t ;  y e s .

QUESTION: A t  t h e  t o r p e d o  b a s e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  c a n  y o u  d e ­
s c r i b e  t h e  dam age i t s e l f  a s  l i g h t  o r  h e a v y ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: I t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s a y .  We w i l l  h a v e  
t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  p i l o t s '  r e p o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  a s s e s s e d .

QUESTION; And t h e  num ber o f  A m e r ic a n  c a s u a l t i e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Tw o. Two p i l o t s  w e r e  l o s t ,  o n e  i n  e a c h  
o f  t h e  tw o  d ow n ed  a i r c r a f t .

QUESTION: A re  y o u  g i v i n g  o u t  t h e i r  n a m es?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; N o t  u n t i l  t h e i r  n e a r e s t  o f  k i n  h a v e  b e e n  
n o t i f i e d .

QUESTION: T h a t  w i l l  b e  s o m e t im e  t o d a y ?
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SECRETARY McNAMARA; Y es, i t  w i l l .

QUESTION: Were th e y  p ick ed  up?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; We b e l ie v e  th ey  were l o s t .

QUESTION; At se a  or land?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; At seao

QUESTION: W i l l  we t a k e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n s  o v e r  t h e r e ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: We w i l l  t a k e  s u c h  a c t i o n  a s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s .

QUESTION;, How much o f  th e  p etro leu m  su p p ly  d id  you say?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: A p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p e t r o l e u m  
c a p a c i t y  o f  N o r t h  V i e t  Nam i s  l o c a t e d  a t  V i n h ,  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  w a s  
s t r u c k .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  90 p e r c e n t  o f  t h a t  10 p e r c e n t  w a s  d e s t r o y e d .

QUESTION: A r e  t h e s e  t h e  o n l y  f o u r  t o r p e d o  b o a t  b a s e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; T h e s e  f o u r  a r e  t h e  m a in  b a s e s .  W ith  a  
c o a s t l i n e  s u c h  a s  t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  b o a t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e  
o t h e r  a r e a s  f o r  s t a g i n g  a r e a s .

QUESTION; Can y o u  t e l l  u s  w h a t  p e r c e n t a g e  i t  i s  o f  t h e i r  
t o t a l  f l e e t ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; N o ,  I  c a n ' t ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p e r c e n t a g e .

QUESTION; Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  how d o  y o u  e x p l a i n  t h e s e  a t t a c k s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; I  c a n ' t  e x p l a i n  th e m .  T h e y  w e r e  u n p r o ­
v o k e d .  As I  t o l d  y o u  l a s t  n i g h t ,  o u r  v e s s e l s  w e r e  c l e a r l y  i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a t e r s o  Our v e s s e l s ,  w hen  a t t a c k e d ,  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  r o u g h l y  60 m i l e s  o f f  o f  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  c o a s t .

QUESTION; T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  S o u t h  V i e t n a m e s e  
v e s s e l s  w e r e  s h o w i n g  o r  t a k i n g  som e s o r t  o f  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
N o r t h  V i e t  Nam a p p r o x i m a t e l y  a t  t h i s  t i m e .

SECRETARY McNAMARA: N o ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  n o  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  I  w a s  d e s c r i b i n g  l a s t  n i g h t .

QUESTION; Mr. S e c r e t a r y ,  w h a t  o r d e r s  now f o r  e i t h e r  t h e  
S e v e n t h  F l e e t  o r  f o r  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i t s  o f  t h e  S e v e n t h  F l e e t ?



• o o ^
SECRETARY McNAMARA: Our o r d e r s  t o  t h e  com m an d ers  a r e  t o  

c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  p a t r o l s ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  a g g r e s s i o n  
on  t h e  h i g h  s e a s  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  f o r c e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .

QUESTION: H as t h e r e  b e e n  a n y  w o rd  —

QUESTION: Mr, S e c r e t a r y ,  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a l l  
t h a t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y ,  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  h a s  m e t  x t s  o b j e c t i v e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; W h e th e r  t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
d e p e n d s  e n t i r e l y  on  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e .

QUESTION; Do y o u  t h i n k  t h e  a i r  s t r i k e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i t s  
o b j e c t i v e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The a i r  s t r i k e  v e r y  c l e a r l y  made c l e a r  
t o  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  r i g h t  t o  
o p e r a t e  on  t h e  h i g h  s e a s .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e c  I  t h i n k  t h a t  
h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d .

QUESTION; W a s n ' t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  t o  w i p e  o u t  t h e  PT b o a t  f l e e t ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Our o b j e c t i v e  w a s  t o  d e t e r  t h e  PT b o a t  
f l e e t  from  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  o n  o u r  v e s s e l s o  I  b e l i e v e  we h a v e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h a t .

QUESTION; W ere a n y  a t t e m p t s  m a d e , Mr» S e c r e t a r y ,  t o  g o  a f t e r  
t h e  a n t i a i r c r a f t  b a t t e r i e s ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; T h e r e  w e r e  n o  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  a n t i ­
a i r c r a f t  b a t t e r i e s » The a t t a c k  vjas . a q a i n s t  th*^ p a t r o l ’ b ^at b a s e s  
and  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s c

I
A QUESTION: M r. S e c r e t a r y ,  l a s t  n i g h t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  b o g i e s
I r e p o r t e d ,  t h r e e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t .  D id  we e v e r  f i n d  o u t  i n

w h i c h  d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  cam e fro m ?

' /  ' SECRETARY McNAMARA; We h a v e  n o  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o n  t h o s e  a i r ­
c r a f t .  T h ey  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a t t a c k s  o n  o u r  v e s s e l s .

QUESTION; S i r ,  are th e r e  v i l l a g e s  or  towns a d ja c en t to  or  
V', lin k e d  up w ith  th e s e  b a ses?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; T h e r e  w e r e  n o  c i v i l i a n  c e n t e r s  c l o s e  
t o  t h e  b a s e s  w h i c h  w e r e  a t t a c k e d  l a s t  n i g h t .

QUESTION; M r. S e c r e t a r y ,  c o u l d  y o u  g i v e  u s  t h e  e s t i m a t e  
o f  how many p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  V i e t n a m e s e  p a t r o l  b o a t  f l e e t  
h a s  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d  o r  d am aged ?



f

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, I c a n ' t  e s t im a te  fo r  you th e  e x a c t  
p e r c e n t d e str o y e d  or damaged, o th e r  than t o  say  th a t  i t  was a 
v ery  s u b s t a n t ia l  p e r ce n ta g e  o f  t h e i r  f l e e t .

One more q u e s t io n .

QUESTION: From what you s a y , th e r e  are  no fu r th e r  a c t io n s  o f  
t h i s  k in d  g o in g  on a t  th e  moment, or p la n n ed . I s  th a t  c o r r e c t?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No o p e r a tio n s  are b e in g  c a r r ie d  on by 
our fo r c e s  a t  th e  p r e se n t  t im e , o th e r  than th e  c o n t in u a tio n  o f  
th e  r o u t in e  p a tr o l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  TURNER JOY and th e  MADDOX, 
t h e  two d e s tr o y e r s  which have been o p e r a tin g  in  in t e r n a t io n a l  w a ters  
in  th e  G ulf o f  T onkin .

Thank you v ery  much.

THE PRESS; Thank y o u , Mr. S e c r e ta r y ,

-  3 0  -
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QUESTION: S e c r e t a r y  M c N a m a r a ,  h a v e  y o u r  con tin u in g  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  
r e p o r t s  d u r in g  the d ay  ch an ged  in  a n y  w a y  you r  e a r l i e r  e s t im a t e  o f  th^ d am age  
in f l i c t e d  on th o s e  N o r th  V ie tn a m  b a s e s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A ; N o , not a t  a l l .  D u r in g  the d ay  W e've c a r r i e d  
out p o s t  s t r ik e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  u s in g  a i r c r a f t  f r o m  the tw o  c a r r i e r s  TIGON-  
DEROGA and C O N ST E L L A T IO N  and t h e s e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  a i r c r a f t  and the  
p h otos  that th e y  h a v e  su p p lied  to  the c a r r i e r s  h a v e  su p p o r ted  the e s t im a t e s  
w e m a d e  e a r l i e r  in  the day. A t  that t im e  you  m a y  r e c a l l  that w e  r e p o r te d  
w e had  a t ta c k e d  the  four  to r p e d o  b a s e s  a t  Hon G ay, L o c  C hao, P h u c  L o i ,
V inh, Q\iang K h e, an d  We s ta te d  w e  had  d e s t r o y e d  the su p p orting  fa c i l i t ie s i  
of tile  b a s e s  and  had e i th e r  d a m a g e d  or  d e s t r o y e d  about 26 o f  the  p a tr o l  
c r a f t  t h e m s e l v e s .

.  , .V-
A nd  in  a d d it io n ,  w e  ?ittacked the Vinh o i l  s to r a g e  a r e a  w h ich  i s  assoCiatfe^ - 

With th eH u ic  L o i b a s e  and su p p o r ts  the o th er  b a s e s  a s  w e l l .  T h is  b a s e  ai Vinh  
co n ta in s  ab ou t 10% of the to ta l  p e tr o le u m  c a p a c i ty  o f  N orth  V ie tn a m , d e ­
s t r o y e d  90% o f  that 10%. f - *

QUESTION: M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  d id  you r  reconnaissa-n^ce f l ig h ts  m i e t  w ith  
a n y  a n t i - a i r c r a f t , / i r e ?  ,,,

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : No, N one. ' - (MORE)
x' *

'  , V"' ■
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QUESTION: The e a r l i e r  a ir  s t r ik e  d id?

^SEC R ETA R Y  M cN A M A RA : Y e s ,  th ey  had.

QUESTION: D o you  f e e l  that th is  m i s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  then?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A : V e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ly .

QUESTION: W hy do you  th ink  th at the N orth  V ie tn a m  c a r r ie d  out th e 'P T  
boat a t ta c k s  in  the f i r s t  p la c e ?  5

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : I can 't  sa y .  It w a s  d e l ib e r a t e ,  u n provoked  
a g g r e s s i o n  on the h ig h s e a s .  It w ould  be s h e e r  s p e c u la t io n  on m y  p a r t  to  
a tte m p t  to  e x p la in  the r e a s o n  fo r  that a ttack .

QUESTION: The N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  h a v e  m ad e  one r e a c t io n .  T h ey  have  
c la im e d  that th e y  h ave  sh o t  down f iv e  of our aircraftj^ Y ou  s a id ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
w e l o s t  tw o.

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : We l o s t  tw o a ir c r a f t  and w e  had one d am aged .  
E a r l i e r  tod ay  I b e l i e v e  I said tw o. But i t  tu rn ed  out th e r e  w a s  o n ly  one d a m ­
a g e d ,  and that a ir c r a f t  that w a s  d a m a g ed  lan d ed  a t  Da Nang in  South V ie tn am .  
It had v e r y  m in o r  d a m a g e  and w i l l  be s h o r t ly  r e tu r n e d  to the f le e t .

QUESTION: The N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  a l s o  c la im  to  h a v e  ca p tu red  an  
A m e r ic a n  p i lo t .  D o e s  that s e e m  b orn e  out?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : That i s  p o s s i b l e .  W e, a s  I s a y ,  l o s t  two a i r ­
c r a f t  - -  one an  A -1  a ir c r a f t  and the o th er  an  A - 4  a ir c r a f t  - -  e a c h  of t h e s e  
con ta in ed  one p i lo t .  We b e l i e v e  one o f  the p i lo t s -w a s  l o s t ,  one of the p i lo t s  
m a y  h a v e  la n d ed  in  N orth  Vietnaim. -n ,
-1

QUESTION: R etu rn in g  a m o m e n t  to the s t r ik e  of the to rp ed o  feoat b a « « s ,  
do you  s t i l l  ho ld  to the f ig u r e  o f  ab ou t 25 b o a ts?

•' SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : Y e s ,  I think that about 25 o f  the cjraft w e r e  
-eithejr ( iam aged  or  d e s tr o y e d .

’ QUESTION: Is that ju s t  about the s u m  to ta l  of the N orth  V ie tn a m e s e  . . .

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : N o, I s u s p e c t  th ey  h a v e  p e r h a p s  a q u a rter  
to  o n e - t h ir d 'o f  th e ir  p a tro l boat f o r c e  o p e r a t io n a l .  ButJeHe bvd.k o f  th e m  havfe 
b e e n  e l im in a te d  f r o m  o p e r a t io n a l  u s e .  • • ’ -  • v».

j'-
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ful.

QUESTION: D o you c o n s id e r  that s t i l l  a th rea t?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA; No, I think that the s tr ik e  w a s  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s -

QUESTION; D o you  s e e  any  s ig n  of any o th er  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  the N o r th -  
V ie tn a m e s e  at th is  point?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA ; N one so  far .
.i'Vt ■ ■

QUESTION; No o th er  p r o v o c a t io n ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA ; T hey  m a y  continu e th e ir  a g g r e s s i o n  on the  
high  s e a s .  If th e y  do w e  w i l l  c e r ta in ly  r e sp o n d  a s  w e ha^ve both on Sunday  
and clgain y e s t e r d a y  and today. ,I

jfc

QUESTION: A r e  th e r e  an y  o th er  sp o ts  w h e r e  th ey  m igh t c o m m it  p r o ­
v o c a t io n ?

K^'NAIylARA: T h ey  a r e  c a r r y i n g  ou t  u n p r o v o k e d  a g g r e s ­
s io n  in  L a o s ,  in  South V ie tn a m  and m o r e  r e c e n t l y  on the  h ig h  s e a s .  I t h in k  
th is  i s  the p a ttern  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  that i s  ty p ic a l  of w h a t  w e  c a n  e x p e c t  f r o m  
the C o m m u n is t  C h in e se  and th e ir  a l l i e s .

QUESTION: W ell ,  you h a v e  taken  s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s  to m^ove in  r e i n ­
f o r c e m e n t s  in  S o u th e a s t  A s i a  - -  p la n e s  and sh ip s  and an t i-su b m a ir in e  w a r ­
fa r e  unit. YiOu h ave  a le r t e d  s o m e  ground f o r c e s .  D id  you take t h e s e  s te p s  
b e c a u s e  you  thought th e r e  m ig h t  be s o m e  r e a c t i o n ?

.■i' '■
S E C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA; T h e s e  a r e  p u r e l y  p r e c a u t i o n a r y  s t e p s  t a k e n  

to  d e te r  fu r th e r  a c t io n .  W h a tev er  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  occi ir t j  w i l l  o c c u r  in  r e s p o n s e  
to  a g g r e s s i v e  in i t ia t iv e s  of the N orth  V i e t n a m e s e  o r  t h e i r  C o m m u n i s t  C h i n e s e  
b a c k e r s .

QUESTION: Dp you  f e e l  that the r e in fo r c e m e n t s  being  m o v e d  in  could  
handle  any  e v e n tu a l i t ie  s ?

^ECRETTARY M cN A M A RA : Y e s .  A s  you  im p l ie d ,  w e  h a v e  m o v e d  in  
v e r y  substS-ntiai r e in fo r c e m e n t s .  W e h a v e  m o v e d  in  in t e r c e p t o ir ia ir c r a f t , 
fo r  exam p le .,  and f ig h t e r - b o m b e r s  in to  S<M%tb V ie tn a m , w e 'v e  tn oved  f ig h ter  
b o m b e r s  i1ato T h a ilan d  w e 'v e  m o v e d  an a n t is u b m a r in e  w a r fa r e  fo r c e  in to  
the South Ching., S ea  to p r o te c t  our a t ta c k  c a r r i e r s  and th e ir ;a c c o m p a n y in g  
d e s t r o y e r s .  W e'v e  m o v e d  v e r y  su b s ta n t ia l  in t e r c e p to r  and f ig h ter  b o m b er  

f o r c e s  f r o m  the U nited  S ta te s  in to  a d v a n ce  b a s e s  in th e  W e s te r n  P a c i f i c .

- 3 - , .

(MORE)



-  f i  -
I'-

W e'v e  m o v e d  an a t ta c k  c a r r i e r  ta s k  f o r c e  f r o m  the F i r s t  F l e e t  w h ich  oper?Ltes 
off the P a c i f i c  c o a s t  in to  the W e s te r n  P a c i f i c .  ,.,We've a le r t e d  and r e a d ie d  for  
m o v e m e n t  s e l e c t e d  A r m y  and M a r in e  u n its .  ' ‘. '

QUESTION: What m ig h t  be the ra n g e  of our r e s p o n s e  i f  th e r e  a r e  fu r th er  
p r o v o c a t io n s ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : Our r e s p o n s e  w i l l  be f i r m  and, a s  P r e s id e n t  
J o h n so n  s a id ,  i t  w i l l  be l im i t e d  and it  w i l l  be r e le v a n t  to the a g g r e s s i v e  
a c t io n s  o f  the N orth  V ie t n a m e s e .

QUESTION: W ould that m e a n ,  for  in s t a n c e ,  that i f  th ey  borr^.South  
V ie tn a m , that w e  w ou ld  bom b th e ir  b a s e s  in  r e tu rn ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A : I w ould n 't  w is h  to  p r e d ic t  e x a c t ly  how  w e  . 
w ould r e s p o n d ,  bu t I w ould  s a y  w e 'd  r e sp o n d  in  a fa sh io n  simila^r to  that of  
the l a s t  d ay , in  w h ich  w hen  th e y  a t ta c k e d  u s  a t  s e a  u s in g  to rp ed o  b o a ts ,  
w e d e s t r o y e d  th e ir  to r p e d o  boat ca p a b il i ty .

QUESTION: It can  be a s s u m e d  that b om b in g  o f  c i t i e s  and c iv i l ia n  p op u ­
la t io n  w ou ld  be about the l a s t  a l t e r n a t iv e ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : Y e s .  I think i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to pecogi^iize 
that today  w e  w e r e  a tta ck in g  i s o la t e d  m a r in e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  not a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  c iv i l ia n  p op u la tion  c e n t e r s  and t h e r e fo r e  th e r e  
w e r e  v e r y  few  c iv i l ia n  c a s u a l t i e s .

QUESTION: ‘ T his  w a s  k ind o f  an  old-rfashipned w a r l ik e
in c id e n t ,  to o ,  w ith  an a i r s t r i k e  and c o n v en t io n a l  b o m b s .  Is th e r e  any  point  
w h e r e  t a c t i c a l  n u c le a r  w e a p o n s  . . .

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : I s e e  no r e a s o n  to think that our co n v en tio n a l  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  a r e  not s u f f ic ie n t  to  r e sp o n d  to the type of a g g r e s s i o n  w e can  
e x p e c t  f r o m  N orth  V ie tn a m .

'4' -
QUESTION: So far  w e  h ave  b een  ta lk in g  about N orth  V ie tn a m . E l s e ­

w h e r e  in  the C o m m u n is t  w o r ld  the R u s s ia n s  h ave  b e e n  ca u t io u s  so  And  
the f i r s t  r e a c t io n  f r o m  the C o m m u n is t  C h in e s e  i s  to  a c c u s e  P r« s i4 ® n t  
J o h a s o n  o f  p la y in g  p o l i t i c s .  Do you  h a v e  any  f e a r  of m i l i t a r y  i n t e r c e s s i o n  
by e i th e r  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r s ?

(MORE)



SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : I ca n 't  p r e d ic t  th e ir  a c t io n s .  I can  on ly  sa y  
w e a r e  p r e p a r e d  fo r  w h a te v e r  a c t io n  th ey  u n d ertak e .

QUESTION: The r e in fo r c e m e n t s  you  s e n t  in  w ould  take c a r e  o f  that?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA ; Y e s ,  and w e  h a v e  fu r th er  r e in fo r c e m e n t  
c a p a b i l i t ie s  w e  h a v f  not y e t  c a l l e d  upon.

QUESTION; M r .  S e c r e t a r y ,  you  sp en t  th e  n ight in  the P en ta g p n  l ie r e  
l a s t  n ight and you  sp e n t  m a n y  n igh ts  h e r e  during the Cuban C r i s i s .  How  
w ould  you  c o m p a r e  you r  f e e l in g s  t h e s e  p a s t  tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u r s  w ith  you r  
f e e l in g s  in  the c r i s i s  then?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A : T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s i m i l a r i t i e s  I th ink  b e tw een  
th e  a c t io n  the l a s t  tw e n ty -fo u r  h o u r s  and the Cuban C r i s i s  and s o m e  V e r y  
g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  to o .  In the c a s e  o f  the Cuban C r i s i s  n u c le a r  w ea p o n s  
w e r e  a r m e d ,  in  o p e r a t io n a l  co n d it io n ,  and p o i s e d  to be la u n ch ed  a g a in s t  
th is  co u n try .  In that s e n s e  i t  w a s  a m u ch  m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  c r i s i s .  On the  
o th er  hand our r e s p o n s e  in  e a c h  in s ta n c e  w a s  a c o n tr o l le d  a p p lic a t io n  of  
th e  t r e m e n d o u s  p o w e r  w h ich  w e  h a v e .  A s  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n so n  in d ic a te d ,  w e  
s e e k  no w id e r  w a r ,  but w e  w i l l  r e s p o n d  w ith  f i r m n e s s  and w e  w i l l  in s u r e  
that a n y  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t io n  a g a in s t  our f o r c e s  i s  m e t  w ith  p ow er  and fo r c e  
and p r e s s u r e  a g a in s t  the a g g r e s s o r .  That w a s  tr u e  in  the Cuban C r i s i s  and  
i t ’s  c e r t a in ly  b e e n  tr u e  in  the l a s t  f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s .

QUESTION: P e r s o n a l l y  how  do you  r e a c t  to  t h e s e  c r i s e s .  W ith n e r v o u s ­
n e s s ,  t e n s e n e s s  . . .  or  w hat . . . ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A : W ith la c k  of s l e e p .

QUESTION: I n c id e n ta l ly ,  how  did you  s l e e p  l a s t  n igh t to  r e c e iv in g  th o se  
r e p o r t s  d urin g  the n igh t?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A : W ith about 3 - 1 /2  h o u r s  o f  s l e e p  during  the  
night.  I 'm  lo o k in g  fo r w a r d  to le a v in g  h e r e  and go ing  h o m e im m e d ia te ly .

. QUESTION: Y ou  a r e  not go in g  to sp en d  the n igh t h e r e  ton igh t?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A R A ; N o, I w i l l  not sp en d  the n igh t  h e r e  ton igh t .

QUESTION; Thank you  v e r y  m u ch , S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  M c N a m a r a .
A n d  ^ow b ack  to  H a r r y  R e a s o n e r  in  N ew  Y ork .

 ̂ E  N D -
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F D E F E N S E

H O N O R A BLE R O B E R T  S. M cNAM ARA  
S E C R E T A R Y  O F D E F E N S E

I n te r v ie w e d  by

P E T E R  HACKES, N B C -T V

9:15  P .  M. ED T

W ed n esd ay , A ugu st  5, 1964

Q UESTION; M r. S e c r e t a r y ,  i t ' s  b een  ju s t  about 12 h o u rs  now  
s in c e  you  m e t  w ith  us h e r e  in  th is  r o o m . What can  you t e l l  us  now to  
b r in g  us up to d a te  on the s itu a t io n  in  the Tonkin Gulf  V

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : W e've  c a r r ie d  out p h otograp h ic  
r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  m i s s i o n s  du rin g  the p a s t  12 h o u rs  o v e r  th e  ta r g e t  a r e * s .  
T he p h o to g ra p h s  fr o m  t h e s e  m i s s i o n s  h ave  b een  a n a ly z e d  and th e y  c o n ­
f i r m  e s s e n t a i l l y  the r e p o r t s  that I g a v e  e a r l i e r  tod ay . We h ave  d a m a g ed  
or  ^destroyed  about 25 of the N orth  V ie tn a m e s e  p a tr o l  c r a f t ,  the to r p e d o  
■boats w hich  a t ta ck ed  our d e s t r o y e r s  A u gu st  2 and A ugu st  4. In ad d ition ,  
w e h ave  d a m a g ed  and d e s t r o y e d  the su p p ort  f a c i l i t i e s  and b a s e  f a c i l i t i e e  
fo r  th o s e  c r a f t - - c e r t a i n l y  the  a n t i - a i r c r a f t  e m p la c e m e n ts  p r o te c t in g  
th o se  b a s e s  and about 90% of the  p e tr o le u m  s to r a g e  dum p at V inh. At 
Vinh i s  lo c a te d  about 10 p e r c e n t iv e  p o in ts  of the to ta l  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i ty  
of  p e tr o le u m  in  N orth  V ie tn a m .

QUESTION: W ell,  th en , how  s u c c e s s f u l  w ould you c h a r a c t e r iz e  
l a s t  n ig h t 's  s t r ik e ?

> S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : W ell,  I th ink  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l ,  both  
f r o m  a p u r e ly  m i l i t a r y  point of v ie w  in  t e r m s  o f  d a m a g e  incurred *  â nd 
a l s o  h ig h ly  s u c c e s s f u l  in  the s e n s e  that we h a v e  m ad e  it unm istaka.b ly  
c l e a r  to th e  N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  we w i l l  not to le r a t e  d e l ib e r a te  unprovoked  
a t ta c k s  on our v e s s e l s  o p e r a t in g  in in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  on the h igh  s e a s .
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Q U E S T ib N : D uring  t h e s e  64 s o r t i e s ,  M r. S e c r e t a r y ,  w hat w eap on s  

did  th e  p la n e s  u s e  ?

.•,3.;ECRETARY M cN A M A RA : The p la n e s  w e r e  lo a d ed  w ith  b o m b s ,  
r o c k e t s ,  and 2 0 m m  s h e l l s .

QUESTION: Was the d a m a g e  m o s t ly  fr o m  the b o m b s ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: No, I th ink that the  m a jo r i ty  of the  
d a m a g e  r e s u l t e d  fr o m  the r o c k e t s .

QUESTION: In l ig h t  o f  th e  tw o A m e r ic a n  c a s u a l t i e s ,  M r. S e e t e t a r y ,  
w ould you s a y  it  w as  a c tu a l ly  w o rth  it  ? '•

S E C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA; The l o s s  of one A m e r ic a n  l i f e  is  a 
t r a g e d y ,  but I th ink  a l l  A m e r ic a n s  w ould  a g r e e  that i t ' s  a b s o lu te ly  
e s s e n t i a l  that our s h ip s  h a v e  the r ig h t  to o p e r a te  on the h igh  s e a s  in. 
in te r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s ,  and that in  the e v e n t  that th e y  a r e  a tta ck ed  in  
in te r n a t io n a l  w a t e r s ,  we m u s t  r e s p o n d  by b r in g in g  our p o w e r  a g a in s t  the  
a g g r e s s o r ,  d e te r r in g  h im  fr o m  fu tu re  a t ta c k s .

QUESTION: A r e  th in g s  m o s t ly  p e a c e fu l  at th is  h o u r ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : T h e r e  a r e  no m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t io n s  b e in g  
c a r r i e d  on at th e  p r e s e n t  t im e  o th er  than the rou tin e  p a tro l  o f  the M addox  
and th e  T u rn er  J o y  in  the Gulf of T onkin . ^

QUESTION: And under what o r d e r s  a r e  th e y  continu ing  th e ir  p a tr o l?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : T h e y 'r e  under the s a m e  o r d e r s  that th ey  
o p e r a te d  under e a r l i e r  th is  w eek . T h ey  a r e  to r e sp o n d  to any  a t ta c k  by, ' 
not o n ly  d r iv in g  off the a t ta c k e r ,  but by  s e e k in g  to d e s t r o y  h im  a s  w e ll .

QUESTION: Is th e r e  any  thought, M r. S e c r e t a r y , ,  of in c r e a s in g  
th is  p a tr o l  in  that g e n e r a l  a r e a ?  .

' S E C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: No, th e r e  i s  no n eed  to.-^ The function®  
of the  p a tr o l  c a n  be c a r r i e d  out by  th e  tw o v e s s e l s  p r e s e n t ly  on p a tr o l .

QUESTION: A m ong  the t h e o r ie s  a d van ced  a f ter  th e  f i r s t  a t ta ck  on  
Sunday w as that th is  m a y  h a v e  b een  an  a c c id e n t  on s o m e b o d y 's  p a r t .
C ould  you c o m e  up w ith that c o n c lu s io n  n ow ?
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SE C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: I th ink i t  w as  r e a s o n a b le  to  e x p e c t  a f te r  
the  f i r s t  a t ta c k  that i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b e e n  an  a c c id e n t ,  that i t  m ig h t  h a v e  b een  
a m is c a l c u la t io n ,  a m is t a k e ,  but i t ' s  p e r f e c t ly  a p p aren t a f te r  th e  s e c o n d  
a tta c k  that o c c u r r e d  on A u gu st  4 that th e r e  w as a p a t te r n  and a d e l ib e r a te  
a ttem p t to  d e s t r o y  our d e s t r o y e r s  o p era t in g  on the h igh  s e a s .  T h is  co u ld  
not be thought to  be an a c c id e n t  or a m is t a k e .

QUESTION: What about the  th e o r y  that s o m e  p e o p le  h a v e  that the  
C o m m u n is t s  did not think we w ould  s t r ik e  b ack  or  at l e a s t  not th is  h a r d ?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : T h ey  sh ou ld  h a v e  le a r n e d  by now  that  
we w il l  r e s p o n d  r a p id ly  and f i r m l y  to  an y  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a in s t  our f o r c e s .

QUESTION: I b e l i e v e  it  w as at the s e c o n d  o f  th e  tw o N ation a l  
S e c u r i ty  C o u n c i l  m e e t in g s  y e s t e r d a y  that i t  w as d e c id e d  to  sen d  the p la n e s  
on the s t r ik e s  at N orth  V ie tn a m .

S E C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: Y e s ,  that i s  c o r r e c t .

QUESTION: Can you t e l l  us anyth ing  about the  m o o d  o f  what w ent  
on a t  that m e e t in g  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : I th ink  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  r e c o g n iz e d  
w e a r e  fa c in g  a v e r y  p e r i lo u s  s itu a t io n ,  a v e r y  s e r io u s  S ituation . T h e r e  
w a s a s o b e r n e s s  o f  m o o d  and attitud e  in  d i s c u s s i o n ,  but a f i r m n e s s  of  
p u r p o se  and an  u n a n im o u s  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  to  the P r e s i d e n t  that we  
r e s p o n d  a s  w e d id .

QUESTION: Was th e r e  a d e l a y - - t h e r e  w as a d e la y ,  I sh ou ld  s a y - -  
in  ann ouncing  th e  s t r ik e  th r u s t  l a s t  n igh t .  C an  you e x p la i i i  t h a t - - i t  w as  
s e v e r a l  h o u r s  ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : Y e s ,  b e c a u s e ,  of c o u r s e ,  with the  
d e c i s i o n  tak ing  p la c e  in  th e  la te  a f te r n o o n  it  w as  n e c e s s a r y  to  in fo r m  the  
C o m m a n d e r s  in  the  P a c i f i c .  T h ey , in  tu rn , to  b r ie f  th e ir  p i lo t s ,  load  
t h e ir  a ir p la n e s ,  and lau n ch  th o s e  c r a f t  a c r o s s  a p p r o x im a te ly  200 m i l e s  
of w a ter  to  th e ir  t a r g e t s .  T h is  to o k  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  and u n til  su ch  t im e  
a s  th e  p la n e s  w e r e  o v e r  th e  ta r g e t  i t  w as u n w ise  to  iM o r m  e i th e r  our  
n ation  or  the  w o r ld  o f  the a c t io n  w e had u n derw ay .

QUESTION: M r. S e c r e t a r y ,  y o u 'v e  had a h e c t ic  co u p le  of d ays  
n o w - - t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s ,  the  m o s t  d e l i c a te  p e r io d  s in c e  the Cuban C r i s i s .  
How d o e s  i t  f e e l  sw e a t in g  out a c r i s i s  that co u ld  c o n c e iv a b ly  d ra w  us
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SE C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: A s I sa id ,  I th ink  that a l l  o£ us who  
h a v e  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e s e  c r i s e s - - t h e  C uban m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  of  
© cto b er  1962 and, m o r e  r e c e n t ly ,  the  e v e n ts  o f  the p a s t  tw o  d a y s ,  fa c e  
th em  r e c o g n iz in g  th e y  a r e  s e r i o u s ,  th e y  a r e  p e r i lo u s  s i tu a t io n s .  And th is  
in t r o d u c e s  a s o b e r n e s s  in to  o n e 's  b e h a v io r  and att itu d e , bat a l s o ,  I th ink,  
we fa c e  th e m  w ith a f i r m n e s s  and the r e s u l t s  in d ic a te  that f i r m n e s s .

QUESTION: You s le p t  h e r e  in  th is  bu ild in g  la s t  n igh t,  l^r .  
S e c r e t a r y .  A!re you go ing  to  s l e e p  a g a in  h e r e  to n ig h t?

SE C R E T A R Y  M cNAM ARA: No, I s le p t  a l l  to o  l im i t e d  l^ s t  n igh t.
A s  a m a tte r  o f  fa c t ,  about 3 - 1 / 2  h o u r s  to  be e x a c t .

QUESTION: W ill you  be s l e e p in g  h e r e  a g a in ?

SE C R E T A R Y 'J^tN A M A R A : I e x p e c t  to  go h o m e  im m e d ia t e ly  a f te r  
t h i s  p r o g r a m .

QUESTION: iV ell,  i s  that our c u e ?  C an we now s a y  that the n a v a l  
c r i s i s  in  V ie tn am  i s  o v e r ?

S E C R E T A R Y  M cN A M A RA : K your c o m m u n ic a t io n s  a r e  a s  good  a f  
m in e  w ith the n a v a l  f o r c e s  in  the P a c i f i c ,  y e s .  f

■ ff. ‘ ' I.
IN TE R V IEW ER : Thank you v e r y  m u c h ,  M r. S e c r e t a r y .  T h is  i s  

“P e t e r  H a c k e s ,  NBC N ew s in  the P e n ta g o n .

E N D
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FOR THE PRESS: August 5 , 1964 NO. 576-64
Oxford 5-3201  ( I n f o .)  
Oxford 7-3189  (C opies)

S e c re ta ry  o f  Defense R obert S. McNamara today  id e n t i f i e d  ta r g e t s  in  

North Vietnam londer a t ta c k  by U. S. c a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t  as fo llo w s:

Hon Gay -  P a tro l  b o a ts  and a s s o c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Loc Chao -  P a t ro l  b o a ts  and a s s o c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Riuc Loi -  P a t ro l  b o a ts  and a s s o c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .

Vinh -  O il s to ra g e .

Quang Khe -  P a tro l  b o a ts  and a s s o c ia te d  f a c i l i t i e s .
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The fo l lo w in g  i s  the  te x t  of a s ta t e m e n t  m ad e  by S e c r e t a r y  of D e fe n s e  
R o b e r t  S. M c N a m a r a  at a n ew s  c o n fe r e n c e  at 9:00  a . m . , W ednesday ,  
A ugu st  5, 1964: -

"As you know on A ugust 2 and ag a in  on A ugust 4 , N orth  V ie tn a m e s e  
s u r fa c e  v e s s e l s  a tta ck ed  U .S .  d e s t r o y e r s  o p e r a t in g  on rou tin e  p a tro l  
in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  in  the Gulf of Tonkin . In r e ta l ia t io n  for  th is  
u n provoked  a g g r e s s i o n  on the h igh  s e a s ,  our f o r c e s  h ave  s t r u c k  the  
b a s e s  u se d  by N orth  V ie t n a m e s e  n ava l c r a f t .

"D uring  the n ight, 64 a t ta c k  s o r t i e s  w e r e  lau n ch ed  fr o m  the a ir c r a f t  
c a r r i e r s  TICO NDEROG A and C O N ST E L L A T IO N  a g a in s t  4 N orth  V i e t ­
n a m e s e  p a tr o l  boat b a s e s  and an  o i l  s to r a g e  depot su pp orting  t h e s e  b a s e s .

"The o i l  s to r a g e  depot co n ta in in g  14 tanks and r e p r e s e n t in g  10% of  
the p e tr o le u m  s t o r a g e  c a p a c i ty  of the c o u n try  w as 90% d e s tr o y e d .  Sm oke  
w as o b s e r v e d  r i s i n g  to 14, 000 f e e t ,

"In a d d it ion  to  d a m a g e  to the b a s e s  and to  th e ir  support f a c i l i t i e s ,  
a p p r o x im a te ly  25 p a tr o l  b o a ts  w e r e  d a m a g ed  or d e s tr o y e d .

"Two of our a ir c r a f t  w e r e  lo s t  and two w e r e  dam aged; a l l  o th e r s  
h ave  b e e n  r e c o v e r e d  s a fe ly .

"The d e s t r o y e r s  MADDOX and C, TURNER JOY a r e  continu ing  
th e ir  p a tr o l  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te r s  in  the Gulf of Tonkin.

" L a st  n ight I s ta te d  m o v e s  w e r e  u n d erw ay  to r e in fo r c e  our f o r c e s  
in  the P a c i f i c  a r e a .  T h e s e  m o v e s  in c lud e:

a. T r a n s fe r  of an  a t ta c k  c a r r i e r  group fr o m  the F i r s t  F l e e t  
to  the W e s te r n  P a c i f i c .

b. M o v e m e n t  of in t e r c e p to r  and f ig h te r  b om b er  a ir c r a f t  
into South V ie tn a m .

MORE



c .  M o v em e n t  of f ig h te r  b o m b er  a ir c r a f t  in to  T hailand .

d. T r a n s fe r  of in t e r c e p to r  and f ig h te r  b o m b e r  sq uad ron s  
fr o m  the U .S .  to  a d v a n ce  b a s e s  in  the P a c i f i c .

e .  M o v em e n t  of an a n t i - s u b m a r in e  ta s k  f o r c e  into the  
South C hina S e a .

f .  The a le r t in g  and r e a d y in g  fo r  m o v e m e n t  of s e l e c t e d  A r m y  
and M a rin e  f o r c e s . "

E N D



Not fo r  P u b lic a tio n  
U n til  R eleased  by th e
Senate Foreign R e la tio n s  and Armed S e rv ices  Comniittees

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT S. McNAMARA 
BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS AND ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES

August 6, I 96U

Chairman F u lb rig h t^  Chairman R ussell^  and members o f  th e  Senate Foreign 
R e la tio n s  and Armed S e rv ic e s  Committees;

During th e  p a s t  few days, d e l ib e ra te  and unprovoked m i l i t a r y  a t ta c k s  by th e  

North Vietnam ese have g iven  r i s e  to  th e  need fo r  us to  appear h e re  to d ay . I 

should  l ik e  to  review  th e  a t ta c k s  w ith  you b r i e f ly  and to  d e sc r ib e  th e  responses 

we made to  th o se  a t ta c k s .

The f i r s t  in c id e n t  o ccu rred  on August 2. I t  concerned th e  USS MADDOX, one 

o f  our d e s tro y e rs  engaged in  a  ro u tin e  p a t r o l  in  In te r n a t io n a l  w a ters  o f  th e  

G ulf o f  Tonkin o f f  th e  N orth V ie t Nam c o a s t . At about noon, when th e  MADDOX 

was about 30 m ile s  from th e  c o a s t , she re p o r te d  t h a t  th r e e  to rpedo  b o a ts  were 

on a  s o u th e r ly  course  head ing  tow ard th e  sh ip  a t  a  range o f  over 10 m ile s .

Two hours l a t e r ,  a t  approx im ate ly  2'.h0 P.M ., th e  MADDOX was approached by a 

h ig h  speed — to  50 kno t - -  c ra f to  She re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  ap paren t in te n t io n  

o f  t h i s  c r a f t  was to  conduct a  to rpedo  a t ta c k  and th a t  she in ten d ed  to  open 

f i r e  in  s e lf -d e fe n s e  i f  n e c e ssa ry . She was a tta c k e d  by th e  th re e  PT c r a f t  a t  

3 :08 P.M. She opened f i r e  w ith  h e r  f iv e - in c h  b a t te r y  a f t e r  th re e  warning sh o ts  

f a i l e d  to  slow down th e  a t t a c k e r s .  The PTs con tinued  t h e i r  c lo s in g  maneuvers, 

and two o f  th e  PTs c lo se d  to  5^000 y a rd s , each f i r i n g  one to rp ed o . The MADDOX 

changed course  in  an ev asiv e  move and th e  two to rp ed o es  p assed  on th e  s ta rb o a rd  

s id e  a t  a  d is ta n c e  o f  100 to  200 y a rd s .

- 1 -

PRESERVATION COPY



“ 2 -  - ' ‘ ,

The USS TICONDEROGA, wMch was o p e ra tin g  in  w a te rs  to  th e  so u th ea s t and '  

which had been a le r t e d  to  th e  impending a t ta c k ,  ad v ised  she was sending fou r 

a lre ad y  a irb o rn e  F -8e  (CRUSADER) f ig h te r s  w ith  ro c k e ts  and 20 mm ammunition to  

p rov ide  a i r  cover f o r  th e  MADDOX. At about 3:21 P.M ., th e  t h i r d  h o s t i l e  FT 

moved up to  th e  beam o f  th e  MADDOX and re c e iv e d  a  d i r e c t  h i t  by a  f iv e - in c h  round; 

a t  th e  same tim e i t  dropped a  to rpedo  in to  th e  w ater which was n o t seen to  run . 

Machine gun f i r e  from th e  PTs was d ire c te d  a t  th e  MADDOX. However, th e re  was no 

in ju r y  to  p e rso n n e l and no damage. The MADDOX con tinued  in  a  so u th e rly  

d ir e c t io n  to  jo in  w ith  a  s i s t e r  d e s tro y e r , th e  C. TUEKER JOY, as TICOWDEROGA 

a i r c r a f t  commenced a t ta c k in g  th e  PTs. ZUNI ro ck e t runs and 20 mm s t r a f in g  a t t a c l s  

were d ire c te d  a g a in s t  two o f  th e  PTs, and th e y  were damaged. The t h i r d  PT remained 

dead in  th e  w a ter a f t e r  th e  d i r e c t  h i t  by th e  MADDOX. At 3:29 P.M ., th e  engagement 

te rm in a ted  and th e  a i r c r a f t  e sc o r te d  th e  MADDOX southward on i t s  p a t r o l  course .

On Monday, August 3, th e  P re s id e n t made p u b lic  in s t r u c t io n s  th a t  he had „
Ci -is su e d  th e  day b e fo re  regsird lng fu tu re  p a t r o ls  and engagements w ith  enemy c r a f t .

He in s t r u c te d  th e  Wavy, f i r s t ,  to  continue th e  p a t r o l s  in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin; 

second, to  double th e  fo rc e  by adding an a d d i t io n a l  d e s tro y e r  to  th e  one a lread y  

on p a t r o l ;  t h i r d ,  to  p ro v id e  a combat a i r  p a t r o l  over th e  d e s tro y e rs ;  and fo u r th , 

to  is su e  in s t r u c t io n s  to  th e  combat a i r c r a f t  and to  th e  d e s tro y e rs  (a) to  a tta c k  

any fo rc e  which a tta c k e d  them in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs , and (b) to  a t ta c k  w ith  th e  

o b je c tiv e  o f  n o t on ly  d r iv in g  o f f  th e  fo rce  b u t o f  d e s tro y in g  i t .

At th e  same tim e as  th e se  in s t r u c t io n s  were be ing  b ro a d c as t th roughout th e  

w orld , th e  S ta te  D epartm ent, a c t in g  p u rsuan t to  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  fu r th e r  

in s t r u c t io n s ,  to o k  s te p s  to  d e l iv e r  a n o te  o f  p r o te s t  to  th e  K orth Vietnam regim e. 

The n o te  was a lso  w idely  p u b lic iz e d . I t  concluded w ith  th e  words, "The U nited
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S ta te s  Government ex p ec ts  t h a t  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  o f  th e  regime in  N orth Viet-Nam 

w i l l  be under no m isapprehension  as to  th e  grave consequences which would 

in e v i ta b ly  r e s u l t  from any f u r th e r  unprovoked o ffe n s iv e  m il i ta r y  a c tio n  a g a in s t 

U nited  S ta te s  fo rc e s ."

Our hopes th a t  th e  firm  d e fen siv e  a c tio n  tak en  in  response to  th e  f i r s t  

a t ta c k  and th e  p r o te s t  to  Hanoi would end th e  m a tte r  were s h o r t - l iv e d .

A fte r  th e  f i r s t  a t ta c k  on Sunday, th e  MADDOX jo in e d  w ith  i t s  s i s t e r  

d e s tro y e r , th e  USS TURNER JOY, in  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin and resumed i t s  p a t ro l  

in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs , as d i r e c te d  by th e  P re s id e n t.

Monday, August 3} was u n e v e n tfu l.

The p a t r o l  was a lso  u n ev en tfu l f’ - -. most o f  th e  d a y lig h t hours o f 

Tuesday, August In  th e  e a r ly  .-' en ing  o f August however, th e  MADDOX 

re p o r te d  ra d a r  c o n tac t w ith  - id e n t i f i e d  su rface  v e s s e ls  who were p a r a l le l in g  

i t s  t r a c k  and th e  t r a c k  th e  TUBl'IEH JOY. I t  was 7 :^0  P.M. when th e  MADDOX 

re p o r te d  t h a t ,  from •"•oions b e in g  ta k en  by th o se  u n id e n t i f ie d  v e s s e ls ,  an 

a t ta c k  by them ap.. ^ared im m inent. At t h i s  tim e th e  MADDOX was heading  so u th eas t 

n e a r th e  c e n t< " .o f  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin in  In te r n a t io n a l  w a ters  approx im ately  65 

m iles  from -r.tie n e a re s t  lan d .

The MADDOX a t  8:36  P.M. e s ta b lis h e d  new ra d a r  c o n tac t w ith  two u n id e n tif ie d  

su rface  v e s s e ls  and th re e  tm id e n t if ie d  a i r c r a f t .  At t h i s  tim e , U. S. f i l t e r  

a i r c r a f t  were launched from th e  TICONDEROGA to  rendezvous w ith  th e  MADDOX and 

th e  TUKt'IER JOY to  p rov ide  p ro te c tio n  a g a in s t p o s s ib le  a t ta c k  from th e  u n id e n tif ie d  

v e s s e ls  and a i r c r a f t ,  in  accordance w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t 's  p re v io u s ly  is su ed  

d i r e c t iv e s .  S h o r tly  th e r e a f t e r ,  th e  MADDOX re p o r te d  t h a t  th e  u n id e n t i f ie d  a i r c r a f t  

had d isap p ea red  from i t s  ra d a r  screen  and th a t  th e  su rfa ce  v e s s e ls  were rem aining 

a t  a  d i s ta n c e . The a i r c r a i^  from th e  TICONDEROGA a r r iv e d  and commenced defensive  

p a t r o l  over th e  MADDOX and th e  TUPIIER JOY.
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At 9:30 P.M ., a d d i t io n a l  u n id e n t i f ie d  v e s s e ls  were observed on th e  MADDOX- ' 

ra d a r , and th e se  v e s s e ls  began to  c lo se  r a p id ly  on th e  d e s tro y e r  p a t r o l  a t  spe£..o 

in  excess o f  40 k n o ts . The a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  con tinued  to  c lo se  r a p id ly  from th e  

w est and south  and th e  MADDOX re p o r te d  t h a t  t h e i r  in te n t io n s  were ev a lu a te d  as 

h o s t i l e .  The d e s tro y e rs  re p o r te d  a t  9 :52  P.M. th a t  th ey  were under continuous 

to rpedo  a t ta c k  and were engaged in  d e fen siv e  c o u n te r f i r e .

W ith in  th e  nex t hou r, th e  d e s tro y e rs  re la y ed  messages s ta t in g  th a t  th ey  had 

avoided a  number o r  to rp e d o s , t h a t  th e y  had been under re p e a te d  a t ta c k ,  and th a t  

th e y  had sunk two o f  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t .  By M idnight lo c a l  tim e , th e  

d e s tro y e rs  re p o r te d  t h a t ,  even though many to rp ed o es  had been f i r e d  a t  them, 

th e y  had su f fe re d  no h i t s  no r c a s u a l t ie s  and th a t  th e  d e fen siv e  a i r c r a f t  from 

th e  TICONDEROGA were i l lu m in a tin g  th e  a re a  and a tta c k in g  th e  enemy su rface  

c r a f t . S h o r tly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  th e y  re p o r te d  th a t  a t  l e a s t  two enemy c r a f t  had been 

sunk a lth o u g h  low c e i l in g s  co n tinued  to  hamper th e  a i r c r a f t  o p e ra tio n s . The 

TURNER JOY re p o rte d  th a t  d u rin g  th e  engagement, in  a d d itio n  to  th e  to rpedo  

a t ta c k ,  she was f i r e d  upon by au tom atic  weapons w hile  be ing  i l lu m in a te d  by 

s e a r c h l ig h ts .

F in a l ly ,  a f t e r  more th an  two hours under a t ta c k ,  th e  d e s tro y e rs  re p o rte d  

a t  1:30 A.M. t h a t  th e  a t ta c k in g  c r a f t  had a p p a ren tly  broken o f f  th e  engagement.

The d e l ib e r a te  and unprovoked n a tu re  o f  th e  a t ta c k s  a t  lo c a t io n s  th a t  were 

in d is p u ta b ly  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w a te rs  com pelled th e  P re s id e n t and h is  p r in c ip a l  

a d v is e rs  to  conclude th a t  a  prompt and firm  m i l i t a r y  response  was re q u ire d . 

According].y, th e  P re ld e n t decided  th a t  a i r  a c tio n . In  re p ly  to  th e  unprovoked 

a t ta c k s ,  should  be tak;en a g a in s t  gun b o a ts  and c e r ta in  su p p o rtin g  f a c i l i t i e s  

in  N orth Vietnam which had been used  In  th e  h o s t i l e  o p e ra tio n s . On Tuesday 

even ing , a f t e r  c o n su ltin g  w ith  C ongressional le a d e rs h ip , he so Inform ed th e

t



American p eo p le .: ' ?

The U n ited  S ta te s  m i l i t a r y  response was c a r e fu l ly  p lanned and e f f e c t iv e ly  [ 

c a r r ie d  o u t. The U. S. a i r  s t r ik e s  begaa approxim ately  a t  noon Wednesday lo c a l  

tim e a g a in s t N orth Vietnam ese PI and gun b o a ts , t h e i r  b ases  aiid support f a c i l i t i e s .  

These r e p r i s a l  a t ta c k s ,  c a r r ie d  ou t by nav al a i r c r a f t  ofL-the U nited S ta te s  

Seventh F le e t  from th e  c a r r i e r s  TICOKDEROGA and-CONSTELLATION, were l im ite d  in  

sca le  - -  t h e i r  p rim ary  t a r g e t s  be ing  -che weapons a g a in s t which our p a t r o l l in g  

d e s tro y e rs  had been fo rce d  to  defend them selves tw ice in  th e  p r io r  ?2  h o u rs .

S p e c if ic a l ly ,  our 'naval fo rc e s  launched 6k a t ta c k  s o r t i e s  a g a in s t 14- 

N orth Viet^iamese p a t r o l  b o a t b ases and t h e i r  b o a ts  and a g a in s t  a m ajor su p p orting  

o i l  s to ra g e  d ep o t. S tr ik e  r e p o r ts  in d ic a te  th a t  a l l  t a r g e t s  were sev e re ly  h i t ,  

in  p a r t i c u la r  th e  petro leum  in s t a l l a t i o n  where 10^ o f  N orth V ietnam 's petroleum  

Gtorage c a p a c ity  was <̂Ofo d e s tro y ed . Smoke was observed r i s in g  to  lil-,000 f e e t .

Sorae 25 N orth Vietnamese p a t r o l  b o a ts  were d estro y ed  o r damaged.

Our ].osses were two a i r c r a f t  d e stro y ed  and two damaged. One o f  th e  p i l o t s  

i s  b e lie v e d  to  have crashed  w ith  h is  p la n e .between two FT c r a f t  he had under 

a t ta c k .  An o th e r  p i l o t  re p o r te d  t h a t  he was e je c t in g  from h i s  downed a i r c r a f t .

H is w hereabouts i s  a t  p re se n t l i s t e d  as  unknown.

In  view o f  th e  unprovoked and d e l ib e r a te  a t ta c k s  in  in te r n a t io n a l  w aters  

0.1 our naval v e s s e ls  and b ea rin g  in  mind th a t  th e  b e s t way to  d e te r  e s c a la t io n  

i s  to  be p rep a red  fo r  i t ,  th e  P re s id e n t and h is  p r in c ip a l  a d v ise rs  concluded 

th a t  a d d i t io n a l  p re c a u tio n a ry  m easures were re q u ire d  in  S ou theast A sia . C erta in  

m i l i t a r y  deploym ents to  th e  a re a  a re  th e re fo re  now underway. These in c lu d e : 

a .  T ra n s fe r  o f  an a t ta c k  c a r r i e r  group from th e  P a c if ic  Coast to  th e  

W estern P a c i f ic ;

- 5 -
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"b. Movement o f  in te r c e p to r  and f ig h t e r  bomber a irc i-a f t  in to  South Vietnam;

1  *'c .  Movement o f  f i l t e r  bomber a ir c j r a f t  in to  Thsdland;

''3rv T ra n s fe r  o f  in te r c e p to r  and f ig h t e r  bomber squadrons, from th e  U nited  

S ta te s  to^advance b a s e s - in  th e  P a c i f ic ;

e .  Movement o f  an an tisubm arine  fo rc e  in to  th e  South China Sea;

f . The a l e r t i n g  a n d . re a d in g  f o r  movement o f  s e le c te d  Army and M arine fo rc e s . 

In  th e  meantime, U. S . destroyed '? w ith  p ro te c tiv e  a i r ,c o v e r  as  needed,

con tinue  t h e i r  p a t r o l  in  th e  i n t e m a t i o n ^  v a te r s  o f  th e  G ulf o f  Tonkin.

The moves we have tak en  to  re in fo rc e  our fo fS ^s in  th e  P a c if ic  a re  in  my 

judgment s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  th e  tim e b e in g . O ther r e in fo rc in g  st^P® can be taken  

very  rap id l.y  i f  th e  s i tu a t io n  re q u ire s .

T h is conc].UdeG rny d e n c r ip tio n c  o f th e  tv7o d e .lib e ra te  and unprovol-.c:! 

V ietnam ese a t ta c k s  on U. -S .,-naval vesB eis on th e  h ig h  seas ; o f  th e  U nited  ' , 

S ta te s  r e p r i s a l  a g a in s t  th e  o ffen d in g  b o a ts , t h e i r  b ases  and r e la te d  f a c i l i t i j ^  ^  

and o f  th e  p re c a u tio n a ry  deployment and a le r t in g  s te p s  we have tak en  to  guard | 

a g a in s t any e v e n tu a l i ty ,  '

#
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TOa THE PRESSr August 7, 196^ NO. 583-64 
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Assistant Secretaiy o f Defense Arthur S jlvester  made the following statenent 
toda7 a t 3:15 P.M. EDTs

Because there i s  apparently some confusion In news reports today about the 
timing of the announcement o f the U. S. reta lia tory  action Tuesday, August 
I have secured the following statement from the Secretary o f Defense, a - . 
statement vhlch i s  attributable to him: ? ' *.■>

”1 recosmended to President Johnson that he schedule h is announcement of the 
retaliatory  attack against the North Vietnamese torpedo boats and their  supporting

- in sta lla tion s for ll:i^O P.M., August becaus'6: ^

■1. E(]r that t i i^  U; *S;v naval'aircraft had been In the a ir  on th eir  way to 
' --.eir targets approximately one hour. • y

r  ■’ -'.e- ■'S. ' •• • • : s i  •

■2, Hanoi, tlprwgh i t s  radw, had then received indications o f the attack.

"3. The time remaining’befi^r® the aiireraft awived ov«r their  targets would 
not penait the North Vietnamese to  ̂ th e ir  boats to sea or to a ler t their  
fo:ij*ces.

*4.. I t  was iB^Jortant that the people o f  our countiy leam  o f the manner in  
. vhlch their  government was responding to the attacks on i t s  vesse ls from their  

President rather than from Hanoi vhlch'va,s expected to announce the attack at any 
moment.

"5. I t  was desirable ‘ that the North Vietnamese government and others be told  
as sopn as possible the character o f the attack — 'Our response for the present 
v lH  be lim ited and f i t t in g . We . . .  know . . .  the risks o f spreading co n flic t.
We v i l l  seek no wi der- warI' .  .-y' ^

■ <V ' ■’ ........
•As you knowV' the North V le ti^ o se  government did not have time to move their  

forces} our attacking a ircra ft fpi^d the torpedo boats a t their  docks; the attack
0ssful.<':-ri« ' - . . s i

-  •. ;*• • * • • «1.fa.*'"* th-
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