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ias., The follcowing {our major

hypotheses might explain tie zetion. .
a. Thae leest likely, that the atiecks on the :

Seventh Y'leet were an ceffort ¢o seck & response vaich could
b2 used 28 & provocation for & prcqzﬂusly plonned massive
military assauclt on Leos and South Viet llam either by the
overt use of ground iforces across irontlers or by forces
previously sccreted in thiose areas. )

have concludad, on the
5, tnaz a 11,8, failure
t have persuaded ths

ot

!'h(‘ar’:i

© b. , Hore likely, Ilanoi may
baszs of its sssessment of SVN politi
to react sharply to these attescks miyg
Kaanh government tuat further relianc
profitable and that SJLU n snould see
ould find with Hanoi., The incxcc
1ts timinz to sueh ¢ plannsd or ho;
GVil,

o

h

2 on tae U.S5. was une-

Xk the bhest tzras it

nt may have bsen linked in
ped for cave-ip by the

- .. . wo

c. Tae attacks could be a device foxr so zraising
the internaticnzl noise level and anxiety about war in Scuthe-
east Asia as to force the U.3, into & conlevence in which
the issue of thes vioclation of the 1534 a2nd 19352 hccerds would
be obscurad; that is, they could have regarzded cthe wmove as a
devic2 to place us in ¢ position of negotiacing undar con-
ditions wiaere ic wonld be extreaely difficult for us to
continue to increase dirsct pressure on the Horth, wiile they
continued their military and poli:ieal ceuzaign in the South,
hoping, es in 1954, for g Tianbienphu during the conferencea.
U.S. =zcceptance of a confercace oa such terms weuld be
assecsed in Hanoi a5 a dazaging, if not mortal, blow Lo GVl
morale,
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- d. Th° attacks may have been intended a
lxkited reacticn to covert intruzicns iato tae llorthk, an
the raised level of our supnorc io SV and Lios, pro ably
designed to meike us back off or te deter us frox conducting
further coperations of this type or froa continuing to exzand
our ccrmitment in the area. '
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3. Commrent on tha Hynoth
to justify the view that a nas

the Communiets in Southeas
heirhtoning of pl1l forns o
Comnunicgt froon dispo s and movensntsg in Sourhoenst Ania

is ﬂlnnnndg chevggj a
1licenca collection on

* -

Goss zopear justiziced, Tiae hepe tuat che U.S8. might respond

g0 passively as to rrizgger a cove«in or coup lnside Sgigon is
a8 rore tenable hypotheslas; rlthovph tha political pviéndce
available from South Viet Nam does not make a comnection
clear. UYhat is cleah, boxev;;, is that a failure to react
vi"oroLcly by the U.S, might, in fect, bave had the result
Ayl

of inducing Khanh to throw in hig bLand, Cae l‘xﬁLy strand

in theilr ﬁction wee a2 felt need to make e show of forece in
the face of our increasing fovolvement in the arean. So fer
&5 2 confercnce is concerned, wiat is clear is that 2 direct

U.S5,-Manoil confrontation may p*ovo a wore effective way of
forcing us to the confersence table, in theisr view, than &
focusing of attention on the atace o; the 1954 and 1502 .-
Accords, taken by themsclves. ‘

S, .. ..In ghovrc, we cannot give
enswer to the question: Why did they
elamenics appear @ desire tn make z sh
8 CGaslire to force us to the confer
torm and the hope that we would
political base ia a&l?un.‘
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L, The Hewt S aze, On thea vwhole, it is likely that

they did not count on a responsa 2 substantisl €3 that now It

under way. Froa their poiant of wiew, thz U.S. strike will -
appear e rather wmasscive counterzove, hewever limited it oey

be jucdzed by us., It will create o new sitvation., Specifically,
we would rgree in genoral wich the zeworandum of Avgust & to
you from Tem Hughgs, suggesting that they would feel impellad
to increase their actions In Scuth Viet lam and, pernaps, in
Laos; that they would scek to bring us to the conference table
on unfavoreble terms; and tiat the Chinese Communists might
make some wmove of limited support im alr defense, at lesstz.

-
o .
- - -

i .._ As a ccntingency wattesr, however, wa should be
prepared for ths poasibility thet Hanol « 111 fegl its21lf so
cornered or humilisted as to feel irpelled to engage their




ground forccs, which constitute their major utnused asset,

more overtly sad substantially in Leos or, even, in South ...=%
Viet Mam than the Hoghes' memorandum sugzgests. This mieht.

be more likely if He2nni intervpreted tha mllitarv denlo v:npt

we will noy be mzkiny iu the Pacdiic for deteryant nursoges

ag rhe pnreluds o maszsive atteel, Lacking lueid corpumication

InGa us, Chey mav O take winb thevy would jresavrd &5 nres

¥
ermiive poiion on iha ground,

5. Policy Consecucnces, The Tonkin Gulf incidents,
teken 29 a wihole, are ]‘ ?l" to bave a mowantim of their own
which ve should seek to direct for cur own puss
Specificelly, they will tend to chift the vis
problom out of the context of a struzgle £
Sovutheast Asia by local Comuounists, th t
dafenders of tha area, to onz of direct

with the Asian Cocmunists. &5 we suggeste o4 i

and Harlan Clevelend last night, hhis recuires of us, in cur
Cecurity Council nreogeniatica, LO snsure tiat the Tonkin

Culf incidents Go noi bacome taz exclusive foeus for discussion
but are Lent in cna loarser sersnsetive cif rurposetul Cmﬁnunlst
violaticn of tho 1954 ond 1962 ALeccords., Ti also vould nzlke
2dvissble that we sirictly discinline our rnublie vrescrtine en
the air scrilbe posinstg Morth Yiac ihn Lo nortroy the sciion as
gn 2ssentially Jinitzed retaliztory nova, mtninizingithe catails
of military renortinz, ancillary donex eic.

The fundamental issue raiszed by these Incldents,
however, is tue follewing: (2) 11 a limited Communist resncnse
pernits, should we seek to treat these incidents es closed by
our action, wial ln we caryy forward substantially ocur present
policy on Sou ast Asia; or {b) should we take the occasion
of these 1nc1éen s and the perhaps transient unity they brieg
about in U,S. public opinion and the Conzress, to move cn to
force Hanoi to cecase its azgressica and to retura, esseantially,
to compliance witlh the 1954 end 1362 Accords.

1 balisve it is to this fundsmental cboice that you
and the President pav visi ro address veoursalvas s tha houre
bv-pszr gvenss of ths cocecasicn unfcld., Fublie cniniond a2t auine
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and ebroad will reguire nrovoh deecision znd continuine leadere

ship if th2 Ponkin Guli ircidoents =ore not o 9?&1& in cone
fusing debate which could %r@vwly veakan our n in

Southeast Asin rud elsevhere. Althouch i Com rosponse
in 1

cormine tra cunics
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to our retaliatorxy strilke may for ug, ue
= in motion by ths O

siteulsd saek to guids the forens g srmianist
atizcis on cur fleel, to the masinmum extent nossibla

S

E% any case, as we go forward from these incidents
aqd tcy,b; atever route the President chooses to wove
towards a se lﬁL»ﬂi vhich would restore the 1934 and 1952
Acc&rﬁs, we shall have to shift focus quite rapidly froa the
Tonkin C"lf incidents thenselvas ta tue basic preblem of

-

30
3e
indirect Comnunist agpgression in Lacs and South Viet Ham,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND RFSEARCH
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Research Memorandum
RFE-56, August 6, 1984

DECLASSIFIED

To : The Secretary Athority Hatz L. ‘/Q/7j
Through: S/S oD my ldud) | xaks, Date £LE/2
From : IMR - Thomes L. Hughes $hiM41n(,, 6,040 :
&
\
Subject: DPeiping and Hanoi: Motivations and Probable Reactions to Gulf
of Tonkin Crisis ———
—

A

We have attempted a speculative reconstruction
responsibilities of Hanol and Peiping in triggering the Gulf of Torkin crisis
and we project the probable reactions of both Asiar Communist regimes to the
present United States responses, military and political. We recognize the
baucity of evidence to support the Following analysis but offer it as a
tentative selection of the more plausible hypotheses among those offered in
the initial phases of Communist military szction.

of the motivations and

General Strategic Co-ordiration Between Hanoi ard Peiping

Prior to the North Vietnamese attacks on the Maddox, Peiping and Hanoi
manifested a close coordination in their public pesture and their covert
activity with regard to existing and -- to them, prospective -- United States
escalation of hostilities in Indcchina. Tnis coordination, evident since
early July, follcwed spparent high-level conferences in late June between the
leaderships of North Vietnam and Cormunist China. In contrast to significantly
differing statements from the two regimes last spring concerning the risk of
U.S. escalation and probable Communist responses, Peiping and Fanol issued
statements in July which suggested an identity of view with respect to the
seriousness of the U.S. threat, Chinese Cormunist willingness to deter it through
implied commitments to defend North Vietnam, and the pursuit of an unaltered
course in South Vietnam. The July statement specificelly hinted at the eventual
introduction of Chinese ground forces into the Indochinese peninsula.

These public statements were
tary cooperation, at lecst in the
.perticular around improvements in
strengthening of jet airfields .
Hanoi prepered its people for the

accompanied by indicators of increased mili-
area of contingency planning, centering ina
North Vietnameses sir defense capability,

setrolewn shipments. At the seme time,
rossibility of air attacks.

cOUP L
Excluéed from autcmatic downgrading
and derlassification.
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These develcpments occurred ageinst a background of growing estrangerent
between Hanoi and Moscow, on the one hand, paralleled by increeased rapprochement
between Hanoi and Peiping, on the other hend. Follcwing the test-ban treaty
in July 1963, but most evident after the Iao Dong Central Committee meeting
in Hanoi last December, Hanoi's shift from a middle ground in the Sinc-Soviet
relationship turned, among other factors, around its assessment of the prospectis
for victory through continued military action in South Vietnam weighed against
the risk of United States air attacks on North Vietnem. This, in turn, led %o
the ascendancy of the view in Hanoi that Peiping's strategy offered better
assurance of victory and protection against damase than did that of Moscow.

Critical in this asses ment was the apprehension that the possibility of
steady U.S. escalation of hostilities against North Vietnam was sufficiently
serious to demand anticipatory act®on at the level of public preparation for
air asttacks. However, sufficient uncertaint:- as to the imminence of the
threatened action, particularly during the American election cempaign, appeared
to permit various political actions to deter escalation.

The Maddox Attacks: Co-ordinated Miscalculastion?

In July Peiping and Hanol signalled their appsrent joint willingness o
counter U.S., attacks on North Vietnam rather than damp down Communist aggression
in South Vietnam. While this seemed to temper American public speculation con-
cerning the likelihood of escalation, other U.S. associated initia.ives, as
seen by the Communists, continued. In Laos American reconnaissance missions
and Laotian T-28 strikes conitinued with almost total impunity against Pathet Leo
targets, including logistic points adjacent to North Vietnam. ©Nor did Chinese
Communist, North Vietnamese, and Pathet I20 warnings against "serious conse-
quences” deter Operation Triangle, at least for the time being, from extending
anti-communist control over strategic ground in western ILaos. Finally in
South Vietnam, a crescendo of calls for "march North" accompanied public
boasts from Saigon authorities that escalation against North Vietnam had indeed
already begun in the form of clandestine attacks by air, ground, ard sea.
Although Hanoi disparaged the effectiveness of so-called "commando raids" evi~
dence exists of its concern, particularly regarding those directed against its
long coastline.

Hanoi's problem, and ultimately that of Peiping, was to avoid passiviiy
of a type that would invite futher punishmenc without, at che same time, pro-
viding a provocation that would trigger further escalation. The unescorted
mission of the }addoxX, close to Forth Vietnamese territory and coinciding with
clandestine Soutn Vietnamese activities along the coast provided an opporiunity
both to Jemonstrate Hanci's determination to respond as well as to implicate
the US publicly and directly in the “"South Vietnarmese" raids.

-SEERET/H0 FCREIGY DISSEM
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We are unlikely ever to know what coordimation, if any, occurred between
Peiping and Hanol prior to the initial attack on the Maddox. Against the
hypothesis of such consultation is Peiping's known aversion to engagements
which directly involved United States forces, dramatically demonstrated in the
1958 Taiwan Strait crisis where Chinese Communist shore batteries ceased bom-
bardment of Quemoy when our ships first escorted Chinese Nationalist conveys
to the island. At the time, satisfied that we would remain outside the three-
mile limit, the Chinese Communists resumed their shelling within that confined
area, hitting Chinese Nationallst vessels withcut endangering the American
escort ships.

In 1958, however, the threat of a United States response was immediate.
Peiping could well have felt this less likely in the event of a successful
surprise attack on the unescorted Maddox. While U.S. aircraft patrolling
Soviet bordérs have been shot down, there has been no U.S. retaliation. The
ship!s proximity to North Vietnam, especially in the area and context of
clandestine South Vietnamese commsndo raids, couxd have been seen as compli-
cating American public justification of any retaliation. Intensified diplo-
matic pressures for de Gaul"e-type conference on Indochina might intervene
before a startled Washington could map out its response. Success could be
swift and disengagement costless, rs in the attack on India. TFailure might
go unpublicized or be camouflaged with subseruent political moves, as in the
1958 bombardment of the offshore islands.

Most important for Peiping, however, was the fact that hanoi would be
carrying the primery risk. The temptation for Hanol was consicderable, ranging
from the minimum boost to morale of weighing in successfully against the
vaunted American navy to the maximum gain of stopping further clandestine
activity and denying the Gulf of Tonkin to the enemy. Whether Hanoi pushed
the concept oY Peiping urged it, there would not seem to be any obviocus dis-
parity of interest in sceing the action attempted.. Moreover, giv.n the obvicus
import of attacking an American vessel, it seems highly unlikely Hanoi would
have undertaken this venture without consulting Peiping, for which it had ample

opportunity between the time when the Meddox was detvected and the time when
it was attacked.

At this point, a double miscalculation appears to have occurred. Peiping
and Hanol epparently underestimated the severity and swiftness of our response
to the attack on the Maddox. In addition, they overestimated Hanoils sbility
to knock out the destroyer with torpedo boats.

However, much of this may exp.ain the initial attack of August 2, it
obviously does not illuminate the motivation behind the second attack of
August L. Hanoi may have felt thet night cover would impair cur air cover and

-

a second effort could sink the Maddox; against this, it had o reckon with the
= % o .
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loss of surprise. Even more imporiant, the intervening public committment
of President Johnson to meet fire with counterfire sharply reduced, if it
did not eliminate, the likelihood of a second attack going unpunished.

Basic Strategy Reaffirmed: The Compulsions of Confrontation

At a minimum, Hanoi knew its attack would meet a counterattack on the
torpedo boats involved. At a maximum, it should have contemplated hot pursuit
which could result in air strikes against torpedo boat bases. Acceptance of
this greater risk may not have been carefully weighed in prolonged consultation
with Peiping, but its acceptance would be consistent with the basic posture
struck by Hanol -~ and supported by Peiping -~ during the previous six months,
i.e., the willingness to suffer United States air strikes in order to pursue
the war in South Vietnem. If Hanol could be deterred from its course of
action in the Gulf of Tonkin by relatively low-cost aerial retalistion, how
could it persuade its enemy it would stick to the present course in South
Vietnam when greater costs were involved? '

In short, having assured its people and the world that it would not compro-
mise in the face of threaiened escalation, Hanoi may have felt compelled to prove
this point with the Maddox. Once the initial attack aborted, the consequences
of passivity became more serious, as did the consequences of further action.
Public silence was prudent, even tough the element of surprise was gone, since
the attack might fail. Denial that it ever occurred followed from that failure,
whereas admitting the initial assault supported the allegation that Maddox
missions were not peaceful but screened covert South Vietnamese attacks against
North Vietnamese territory.

Peiping's prompt and public official support for Hanoi following ouxr air
strikes, asserting that aggression against North Vietnam was aggression against
Communist China, suggests that Peiping certainly accepted .the consequences of
Hanoi's serond attack even if it did not expressly acquicsce Heferehand. Peiping
had not uttered this precise formulation previously nor was it compelled Lo do
so at this time, in the absence of any continued attacks on North Vietnan.
Indeed, what evidence is at hand makes it difficult to believe Peiping attempted
any restraint between the two attacks and more likely that it supported Hanoi'ls
willingness to persist. :
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P MISSION TO ICC PROTESTING CAI BE ATTACK (EMBTEL. 259), LETTER, :

USIA_. COPIES OF WHICH HAVE BEEN POUGHED DEPT, STATES: "ACCORDING TO \

NSC - WITNESSES FORCES MAKING ATTACK ON SUNG HIEU\ 4CAI.BE) WERE -

INR 261 AND 514 BATTALIONS OF REGULAR ARMY.OF NORTH VN, AND, DECAPITATE
‘ NSA B0DIES (LETTER STATES 42 VC BODIES, 8 DECAPITATFD, DISCOVERED IN
~ - CFN 279 128 2 4PM 323 28 259 261A514 42 8 . e R AP
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. TRENCH 208 METERS FROM. CAI BE) WERE THOSE OF OFFICERS WHO cOMMANDE
THESE BATTALIONS AND OF CERTAIN. CHICOM ADVPSORS KILLED DURING ‘..
ATTACK. PRESENCE OF LATTER WITH VC RANXS REVEALED BY ORDERS‘:?“

IN CHINESE HEARD DURING ASSAULT. VC COMMANDER APPARENTLY. | .-Fojil.
_DECAPITATED BODIES TO PREVENT THEIR, IDENTIFICATION.™.. . & -:ic)

COL. - AN, HEAD VN MISSION, INFORMED EMBOFFICER LETTER BQSED ON INFO
_FrROM. WITNESSES WHO INTERROGATED BY 'ICC FIXED 7EAM, PARTICULARLY ..
2 VC-PRISONERS AND DISTRICT CHIEF. AN SAID VC PRISONERS STATED .
_"AUTUMN CADRES"™ (APPARENTLY SENT  FOR VC AUTUMN CAMPAIGN) FROM .
DRV HAD "TRAINED AND DIRECTED" 261 BN. NOT/CLEAR WHETHER »
) PRISONERS MADE SAME STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO 514TH.. AN SAID HE

. HAD INTENDED HIS LETTER' TO INDICATE THAT THESE WERE REGULAR DRy

TROOPS ATTACKING .UNDER COVER THAT THEY LOCAL "LIBERATION" FORCESo'

DRYS Y SV A §
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HE SAID THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE THAT THESE WERE REGULAR PAVYN "
BATTALIONS WHICH HAD ENTERED SUN AS UNITS. AN EXPLAINED HE WAS
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"f?‘.DISTINGUISHABLE BECAUSE THEY WERE' TALLER THAN VIETNAMESE AND -

SO NOTE:
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"-2 279, AUGUST 2, h PM, FROM SAIGON e R

- , ..'45

PAPE 3 RUMJIR QSA

ON PRESENCE, OF- CHICOM" ADVISO?S AN QUOTED DISTRICT CHIEF WHOW‘ e
! PARTICIPATED IN DEFENSE CAl BE AS SAYING THAT HE SAW CHINESE- UHO;“?

«SHOUTED ORDERS IN CHINESE. AN SAID SOME OF DECAPITATED CORPSES " M
wVRE TALL MEN, 'AND. THAT REPORTS OF- CHICOM -ADVISORS PARTICIPATING L
"IN RECENT BEN CAT BATTLE HAS ALSO BEEN RECEIVED. AN ACKNOULEDGED o]
THAT NATURE OF EVIDENCE HE CITED IF TRUE INDICATED ONLY . . /0%,
PRESENCE CHINESE AND THAT SOME CHINESE FROM SVN WERE KNOWN szBE ‘
 IN VC UNITS. STATED .HOWEVER THAT FACT. THEY GIVING ORDERS LED. To-n'g
‘PRESUMPTION THEY CHICOM AND SPEGULAT/0Y THAT EITHER DRV HAS ~lai7iu 43
"ASXED FOR CHINESE ADVISORS BECAUSE or SHORTAGE LEADERS, OR CHINESE»
*HAD SENT SUCH -ADV ISORS' TO DIRECT RECENTLY STEPPLD upP ATTAcxs.h._ :
\ ( 1 FeT T
'MACV' HAS ACCEPTED EXISTENCE SINCE" 1962 OF 261 -AS ﬂAIN ve @
BATTALION AND 514 AS PROVINCIAL VC: BN BOTH OF WHICH FREQUENDLY &
_OPERATE IN AREA-NZAR CAI BE. ALSO ACCEPTS PRESENCE CADRE.FROM . "“{id
"NORTH IN 2615T. NEITHER MACV NOR GVN HIGH COMMAND HOWEVER. ACGCEPT ..~
PARTICIPATION ANY'. PAVN UNITS As “SUCH IN ATTACK ON CAI BE._AuTHOUG E

,4.._ r

DIRECT ACCESS TO CAI BE POW°'S’ IN ORDER OBTAIN ‘ALL - POSSIBLE INFO y-:“
ON UNITS PARTICIPATING IN CAI BE ATTACK~_wILL REPORT FINDINGS AS
SOON AS AVAILABLE. L R ' ‘

(2N <
PR P wr

BELIEVE VE SHOULD CONFINE OUR COMMENTS ON THESE GVN ALLEGATIONS TS
TO FACT WE HAVE NOT'SEEN "EVIDENCE REFERRED TO WHICH WE UNDERSTAND*ﬁW
BEING INVESTIGATED BY ICC AND REFERRING .QUESTIONS TO GVN. WE WILL®#
'ALSO SUGGEST COL. AND HE SEEK!{IN FUTURE:AVOID MORE SENSATIONAL-a
CHARGES UNLESS SUBSTANTMTED IN *ORDER- A\!OID EMBARRASSMENT

~CREDIBILITY, .as:a
TAYLOR A /",,-_f.
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! /CTION*;gg'SECSTATE 285 PRIQRITY-' < col
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[ JCS 12 - et hord @ 3:3) 78, "” 132p
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L FDR SOME TIME WE HAVE BEEN GIVING CONSIDERATION HERE TO THE . .~.
0™ 2 LPOSSIBILITY OF .THE INTRODUCTION INTO NVN OF JET AIRCRAFT, .
"+ .i:.7: IEITHER INTERCEPTORS OF MIG-17 TYPE, LIGHT BOMEERS OF IL-28 TYPE
{¥% " TOR BOTH, 'SEVERAL COMBINATIONS.ARE POSSIBLE, THE INTERCEPTORS.
i o éPPEARING WITH THE BOMBERS, WITHOUT THE BOMBERS (WHICH ARE NOW
fi+ 1IN BETTER POSITION. ON HAINAN ISLAND THAN THEY WOULD BE ON NVN .

5%y  yFIELDS), OR WITH THE BOMBERS STAGING IN AND OUT, .WHILE THE PLANE!

' *_tWOULD PﬁOBABLY BEAR DRV MARKINGS, PILOTS MIGHT INCLUDE CHICOMS.

" iSUCH A CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR Us IN SVN. THERE
gi’uWOULD BE CONSIDERABLE ALARM BOTH-REAL AND SIMULATED IN GVN OVER
S THE AIR DEFENSE OF URBAN TARGETS IN SVN WHICH COULD LEAD TO . -
< URGENT REQUESTS - FOR ADDITIONAL US HELP IN FORM OF JET INTERCEPTO!
",iCIVIL DEFENSE AND JET BOMBERS FOR VNAF, THERE COULD BE AN UPSURG!
TIN THE PROPAGANDA TO "MARCH NORTH” IN ORDER TO WIPE OUT THE NEW

FTHREAT . v oo o 0 o pis e

& ‘ 1 "MI' co .. o .
s TO THE ACTUAL MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE THERE WOULD BE LITTLE
tEFFECT ON NIGHT AIR OPERATICNS AGAINSI NVN SUCH AS THOSE CONDUCT
’UNDER PLAN 34A. IN THE CASE OF DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS, WE WOULD
+HAVE TO GIVE INCREASED CAP FOR US RECCE MISSIONS OOER LAOCS. BUT
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EFFECT WOULD BE .TO VOID THE USE OF VNAF A
A-H'S IN DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS OVER NVN WITHOUT PRIOR ELIMINATION
'+ |OF THE MIG THREAT OR WITHOUT A CAP OF 'US'FIGHTERS. IN OTHER

L UORDS;WASSUMING AS WE. MUST THAT VNAF;NIGHT BOMBING WOULD BE VERY
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1 . -2- 285, AUGUST 3, 5 PM, FROM SAIGON - - -~ oy
sINACCURATE NO EFFECTIVE AIR ATTACK AGAINST NVN TARGETS COULD NOT
BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT "INVOLVING US COMBAT AIRCRAFT FROM OUTSET..THE
VUNAF -FARMGATE OPTION FOR BONBING NVN TARGETS WITHOUT OVERT US b
PRESENCE WOULD BE LOST . «ii'jes 1" g z
| 'IT SEEMS INPORTANT HERE TO THINK THROUGH THIS SCENARIO®OF - {:.|’
] POSSIBLE EVENTS AND REACH SOME GENERAL AGREEMENT AS TO THE Vi
! FRESPONSE USG SHOULD MAKE IF THIS CONTINGENCY ARISES. FROM - %
L ¢  VIEWPOINT SAIGON, IT APPEARS THAT WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DO R
- . - FOLLOWINGO'J’I.’ e _,’,--':- M '.“, ‘ .,0 i..‘ -='.~,‘.'». L N ‘ . n '~",::
%'~ : ’A.»INTRODUCE US INTERCEPTORS AND POSSIBLY HAWK MISSILES INTO SVN.j
-+ | 'B. INITIATE HEAVILY ESCORTEDUS RECCE OVERFLIGHTS OF NUN. MIG'S
s WOULD HAVE TO STAY DOWN IN HUMILITATION OR RISE TO BE DESTROYED-’y
is boaye Sk : I

I.C. ATT%CK DRV AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND OR IN AIR AS NECESSARY TO {

L o R
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NTIa L
NOSCOW 57
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r
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'6 DIRECTOR SIAN AFFALRS) DHUNLD CounsxLOoR
' ‘IiTm~“-~m ‘UNulN XUANNTHUY TO COUVE

S 5N TRANSWITTED CUMMERCIALLY GHICK FROTE @ TS
" AGGRESSjoNS" :,;;x:; DRY TERRLTORY CONDUCKED, BY- tS™ ~
ITS SGUTH VYIDTNANLED nPU LADT] aN “°L°Prlb AND %C”NT&ﬂj
TILICRAN MENTIONS FIVE ATIACKS INCLUDING US NAVAL SGisf

0F COASTAL CITIES PRIOR TO TWC MADDOX INCIDENTS. “LATTER ARE
QT SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED DESPITE HANOI'S PUBLIC ADHISSION

FAGZ 2 RYUFGYP 293_C—Q—N—F*1 ODELENITRTE

FiRST ZNGAGEWENT TOCK PLACE, AND TELEGRAM DWELLS RAThLR
G ATTACKHS MENTIONED IN HANOI®S HIGH COMMAND D=CLARATION
aUGUST 5 AS ¥ELL aS USE OF LAG TERRITORY FOR AIR ATTACKS
G WORTH VIETNAM. TELEGRAM STATES DRV APPEALINGTO CO-
PRESIDEZNTS AND ICC GOVTS TU INTERVENE WITH USG AND GOVTS .
SOUTH VIETNAM AND LAOS TUO CEASE THZSE ACTIVITIES, WHICH
ARE CONSIDERED DIVERSIONARY EXTENSIONS OF IMPERIALIST
WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM., CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, NO MENTION MADE
OF NEW GINEVA CONFERENCE AND TELEGRAM DOzS NOT AFPEAR
APPEAL TO FRENCH GOVT FOR ANY SPECIFIC
DIPLOMATIC INTERCESSION, -

BRETHES SAID THAT NOTHING HEARD FROM FRENCH DELEGATION IN
HANOI AS YET AND CHIEF OF MISSIUN ABSENT.  CONVERSATION WITH
CHINZSE REPORTED EMBTEL ANTEDATES SzCOND MADDUX INCIDENT,
AND FIRST NOT BROACHED. THUS ONLY INDICES CHINESE AND

NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ARE IN PUoLIC STATEMENTS Ox
PROPAGACDA-TYPE TELEGRAM MENTIONED ABUVE.

LT”ES SAID THAT FRENCH POSITION IN NEW YURK AND ELS“UF RV
ING TELEGUIDED BY DE GAULLE FROM COLOMBLY, oUT INDICAT

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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"CONFIDENTIALLY THAT COUVE, ‘WHO IS ALSO 'AWAY IN.SOUTH, =/ 7 #77%

,TO APPEAR BEFORE SC. DE GAULLE DECISION ON THIS AND OTHER
ASPECTS NOT YET TAKEN. - : -

"BRETHES SAID HIS OWN FEELING WAS THAT ATTACKS ON US SHIPS

TO 'BE VIEWED AS HANOI ATTEMPT ELICIT:COMMUNIST SOLIDARITY,

MIGHT ALSO HAVE MISJUDGED NATURE OF US RESPONSE, PARIICULARLY S5 U

e CONPERERTRAL

T e ~

-2- 702, AUGUST 6, 5 BM, FROM: PARIS

PAGE 3 RUFGWP 220 e o NFF+BENT I ALl — RN B
'AND QUAI SERVICES AGREE WITH POSITION TAKEN BY AMB STEVENSON,JT-H%:
I.E., THAT BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHOULD BE ALLOWED -

-NOT CLEARED BY, HANOI WITH PEIPING, WHICH PROBABLY TAKEN BY SR
'SURPRISE IF ONE IS TO JUDGE BY TARDY PROPAGANDA REACTIGN AND ‘
NON-COMMITAL NATURE OF CHINESE DECLARATIONS THUS FAR. -
WHILE IT TOO EARLY TO PREJUDGE CHINESE DECISION, BRETHES . = - .=
WAS DOUBTFUL THAT THEY WOULD UNDERTAKE ANY MASSIVE RETALIATION,\;
PARTICULARLY IF MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON MAINTAIN PRESENT .
DISPOSITIONS TO LIMIT DAMAGE. SRETHES THOUGHT PEIPING
‘PROBABLY FuULLY AWARE IT UNASLE TAKE ON SEVENTH FLEET AND
HE WAS DOYBTFyL HANOI WOULD WELCOME DISPATCH OF CHINESE
- TROOPS TO NORTH VIETNAM, GIVEN PREVIOUS EXPERIENCES WITH
CHINESE. HE THOUGHT HANOI JUDGED ITSELF CAPABLE OF DEFENDING‘
TERRITORY WITH OWN TROOPS. ATTACKS ON US SHIPS WERE PERHAPS .,

we e A

INCLUDING THAT OF MOSCOW, WHILE DEMONSTRATING NORTH VIETNAMESE
CAPACITY FOR DEFENDING ITSELF. BRETHES THOUGHT HANOI Y

.
. L]

R X ams e LT

PAGE 4 RUFGWP.220 e—e—n—;—f—a—t-n—?—r—n—b-—— R _
USE OF AIRPOVER. -

COMMENT., FOR MOMENT FRENCH TACTICS DO NOT APPEAR TO HAVE '
BEEN WORKED 0UT, BUT. WE DOUBT THEY WILL CHANGE THEIR v
FUNDAMENT AL, POSITION AGAINST ‘MILITARY ACTION AND IN
FAVOR INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCL.anP-S “_LYON"

1
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EXDIS '

You should know that photography August 6 shows six
MIG 15/17 on Phuc Yen airfield near Hanoi. Suggest for

time being you avoid T-28 missions near DRV border.

-~
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! END
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< H < .QUAT VIET Ma¥ DESK (RICHER) TELLS US THAT § qu wings TRY,aj; 2
S°EUR THEORIZFS THAT DRV ADVENTURE IM TONXIN GUL TOOV PLACE ) i i i
| " FE - WITMOUT CHICO® FOREXNOVLEDGE. ACTION :PROBABRY—OCCURRED -+ tiigli™i )y
470 | AS EFFORT T DEMONSTRATE TO POPULATION AND OUTSIDE ”ovLﬂf,rzfy&‘ o
" .p - THAT DRV IM BIS-LEAGUE 3Y “SINKING US DESTROYER' AND-AS [ (i~ % “
1 ygga RIPOSTE-FOP RECENT SUN GUERILLA ACTIVITIES CEILRIR) S e o
NsC IN SUPPORT THIS AMALYSIS RICHER PDDUCED qLow CHINESE RSy PR =
.-. B - . .l'.'. " w"./":' ° '.

. NSA | RN & AR E R Lo AE e ST
* NIe— PAGE Tw0 RUFGUP 310 ST T E N T T 7 €,//// ST A
26229 REACTION, OVERWEENING SELF-CONFIDENCE OF MORTH WEETNAMESE™:: . -p - i
WHOSE TEMPERAMENT DIFFERS FROM-MORE -CALGULATING CHMINESE, | i Lol
AND CONVICTION THAT DRV WOULD HAVE ERIDLED AT TAXING ALLY L
o RISYS OF OPERATION MASTERMINDED BY PEIPING. RICHER ADDED;
&, - THAT QUAI DOUBTED MORE COMPLEY THEORIZING GOING ON IN PRESS.T. -
U »'THAT CHINESE OR DRY WISMED: TO roqcr SOVIET FA”D. SN _g<w i
e PICHEP THOUPHT "IT UNLIYELY DE “nULLV WOULD WISH AT THIQ q ;-
.07 {POINT T9 EMTER :VERBALLY INTO' TENSE. SITUATION AS GEMERAL : ': -

%l .. :APPEARS TO PREFER TIMING HIS EFFCRTS-TO HAVE CALCULATED
|'# °"._ _EFFECT AMD AVOID.DANGERS OF INVOLVEMEMT HE CANNOT roasssal
P 27777 IRICHER CITED EYAVDLE OF CYPRUS. EMEBOFF EXPRESSED PERSOQNAL'

- i -CONCERMN THAT'PRO-GAULLIST PRESS "MAS DISPLAYED LARGELY |
' UNFRIENDLY ATTITU“E TO¥ARD US ovzp ArFAIR.,;ﬂ e Foshs o

i
'l‘a.
";afi'?*ACCORDIMr T6 RIGHER SEYDOUX'S IN°T?UCTIOVS PERMIT HIS AGREEING . 1
| 7. {TO SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION BY .SUN,AS WELL AS-NUN TO.SCy '3y, .
| %3+ -y {CHICOM -aND DRV3;REPS:HERE MAVE NOT BEEN IN TO SEE QUAT" © (i T
' .7 {(TwO TOP DRV-MEME ARE  IN HANOIY.” ONLY. INFORMATION FRO¥ PEIPING ,: -

oy '}ENBACSY IS BRISF: PRESS. WRAPUP: AND. FROY, HANOL THREE BRIEF| | ¢

i
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'COMING TELEGRAM Depa_rtm ent of State /50
45 . -
Adtion ~ DECLASHIFIED
cuN CONTRCL: 61E5 Authority B.0..11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)
‘ BN, NARS, Date Z-22-24
Info | RIZCD: AUGUST 27, 1584, 8:i31 P. M. (
. " ¢
] e, I Nv c
Zs FRCM: C OTTAYA ) e < e N | $
SP. ACTiOM: SZICSTATE \175/ | '
L / -
H . DAL... AUGUST 97’ 7 Po M. N
EUR . o ot
f[’g - TOTFEBINTIAL ' e
P IN A CALL OM CADL. % (UNDER SECRETARY EXTAFFY ON ANOTHER
STA - MATTER PTPORTED SIPARATELY, CADIEUX VOLUNTEERED SOME
N SPICULATION Mor’c THZ FOLLOWING LINES 4S TO WHAT MIGHT

HAVZ EBZZIM THE MOTIVATION FOR THE NVM ATTACKS ON AUGUST 2

?fﬁ Kel AUGUST 4. HE SAID THAT HIS EXDL?ILNCE éj/BANOI hAD
o TAUGHT HIM THAT THAT RE=GIME HAD BECOME SO dSEﬁ-TS’?O
0SD Al INSTRUXENT OF 1TSS POLICY TEHAT IT D‘5'?,’.‘_.1.."1’ EMPLOYED //’
ARMY ATY OTHEZIR INSTRUMENT. THEY be HAVE RZASONED THAT THEY\ COULD
NAVY HAVE ATTACXED THE MADDOX AND SUBSEQUENTLY THE TURNER J ‘gl
AIR SUCC:S:FU“Y AND YITH TMPUNIiITY. HE FOLLOWED THIS BY SAY G—
\. RMR - TeAT HEZ THOUGHT THE U.S. RETALTIATION, PARTICULARLY AGAINST
"\\_J, THE Nvii SUPPORTING FACILITIES, CAUGH% THEM BY SURPRISE,
- THAT IT WAS A CONTINGEMCY VOP WHAICH THZY PROBABLY HAD NOT
. DL""“"D. HE CONCLUDZD BY SAYING THAT "KEIS MNAVY PEOPLE"
.= HEAD TOLD HEIM THAT A PROPERLY EXECUTED ATTACK BY PT BOATS
AGAINST A DESTROYZR WOULD MNOPMALLY BE SUCCESSFUL AND THE
HANOI REZGIME IN ALL PROBABILITY ASSUMED THAT THEIR FIRST
Y. ISSION YCULD BE SUCCESSFUL. HAVING FAILED, THEY TRIED
17 AGAIN. -~ . :

ﬁgﬁ CFN 2 4 4

BUTTERWORTH
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Adlion Gﬁ\
wimy’  RR RUEMCR RUFGYP : Q-
e DE RUMJIR 11A 83/2935Z <§§

R 838926GZ Z=A : | X T
o Py aMEN3ASSY;SalcoN . o | iy
53 TO RUEKCR/SECSTATE WASHDC A N
y INFO RUMJDH/AMCONGEN 4ONG KONG g
5 RUHJFS/ AME®34SSY VIENT IANE 0ng .o ) )
= RiMJINO/ AMEMBASSY PHNOMPENH R V2 W \
EUR  RUMTSK/AMENMBASSY 3ANGKOK 56 8IS 8~ py o i~ Nv o
¥E  RUFGWP/AMENBASSY PARIS R o O
10 RUFLHQ/ CINCPAC o : o T *\‘Q
P - . /s \
USIA ST e o~ e L _
¥SC™  LINITED OFFICIAL USE ACTION DEPT(352)INFO HONGKONG 49 VIENTIANE
17R 24 PPENH 54 34NGKOK 27 PARIS 34 CINCPAC 169 MOSCOW 9 FROM SAIGON
c-’ AUG 8, 3:46 PN -(,/f _ S
N, . TR (e
1SA o R N .
/SD N .
AKX’ CINCPAC FOR POLAD _ B L )
if;ﬁf DEPARTHMENT 'S ATTENTION CALLED TO AUGUST 6 LIBERATION 3ROADCAST-
=™ ING STATION BROADCAST CARRYING MESSAGE FROM "HIGH ~OMMAND OF
TG

2265 FORCES FOR LIBERATION OF SVN TO HIGH COMMAND DRy ARMED
FORCES. ™ - - 3 i
MESE%GE PRAISES DRV ARMED FORCES FOR HAVING DEﬁLl 5EAVY BiOW
TO ADVENTUROUS ACTIVITIES OF US IMPERIALISTS,” WHICH IS SAID

TO REVEAL VIETNAMESE PEOPLE'S ARMY DETERMINATION TO SAFEGUARD .. -

SOVERTIGNTY DRV PEOPLE. GCES ON TO PLEDGE: "ARMED FORCES FOR ~_

LIBERATION OF SVN CCNSIDER THEMSELVES RESPONSIBLE FOR STEPPING. .~ |

P ATTACX AGAINST AND ANNIHILATION AND DESTRUCTICN OF ENEMY
gN :LLQBATTLEFIELDS TO CONTRIBUTE TO PROTECTION OF NOR?EERN
PART OF FATHERLAND. THIS IS SACRED MISSION OF ALL PEO§~LAIN
WHOLE COUNTRY.™ US WrARwEsTHAT IF IT CARRIED OUT FURTHER ACTS
OF “AGGRESSION AGAINST DRV, THEY WOULD HAVE TO FACE ARMED
FORCES AND PEOPLE OF WHOLE COUNTRY."

I N TO
CONMENT: WHILE VC PROPAZANDA PAST FEV MONTHS HaS BEGUR
RELATE YAR IN SUN WITH'DEFENSE OF NN, THIS STATEMENT IS BY
FAR STRONGEST EXPRESSION YET OF THIS THEME. TAYLOR
5T , . .
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45 L IMITED OFFICIAL USE .
;\ction Conllrol: 65 70'
Rec'd: AUGUST 8, 1964
SVN FROM. MOSCOW 10:35 PM
Info s
5s ACTION. SECSTATE 412 PRIORITY (jjijiézl)
G — N
S p INFO: égg?gr\ggz Vv VJ’; ,
L —, Coes
H SAIGON 8 (///’/4“
SAL ) ' ".\\ (’ﬁ\/ N
EUR DATE: ~  AUGUST 8, MIDNIGHT )
FE . g /«‘
10 REF EMBTEL 1085 D
P . ' ,\, \ \./
USIX  UNDER COVER NOTE 46/USA AUGUST 7 Mrzf' NSMITTED TO EMBASSY
NSC VIA MESSENGER COPY OF DRV FORMIN LEFTER-OF JULY 15 _CONCERNING
INR ALLEGBD US MISCONDUCT SOUTH VIETNAM\AND/"PLOT TO EXPAND IT
pQEA (WAR)- TO WHOLE OF INDO-CHINA," AS WELL AS "DECLARATION OF DRV
SA ON OCCASION 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF STRUGGLE"FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF
ESD GENEVA AGREEMENTS FOR PEACEFUL UNIF | CAFTON: \OF N IETNAM,"_ALSO
RMY' " pATED JULY 15. FRENCH AND PRESUMABLY OTHER GENEVA POWERS ‘ALSO
MAVY  RECIPIENTS, L T
ATR H/////:,,." e
NIC g
RMR)  MFA DID NOT TRANSMIT DRV DOCUMENTS "ON BEHALF OF SOV CO-CHAIRMAN
e’

OF GENEVA 1954 CONFERENCE" (REFTEL) BUT ONLY STATED THEY/TRANS»
MITTING MESSAGE "ADDRESSED TO CO-CHAIRMEN," | (j:://.
"
EMBASSY HAS NOW LEARNED FROM BRITISH THAT THEY RECEIVED JULY

15 LETTER AND DECLARATION FROM SOVS AND WERE SUBSEQUENTLY CALLED
IN JULY 31 BY LAPIN WHO EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR DRV POSITION AND
PROPOSED CO-CHAIRMEN CIRCULATE DOCUMENTS. BRITISH HERE HAVE NOT
SINCE REPLIED PROFOSAL.,
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| AUGUST 1 PUBLISHZD Tw0 FORTISCH {NESRVIEUS: FYRST
AEIN CHEN YI SINULTANEC UQLY RELEASED-PENING, SECCHD
B . - - 0ot ai
IDENTIFIED "HIGAEST LIVEL™ HEW3IR GOVERIIENT OF ReMK
FERIGR" TO CHEN Y WHICH ALSO STEN BY ¥ Ex?wc AUTHCRITIES,
21 ) "/,q -
[ “’/‘/ -
PAGE 2 RUFHVC 504 GilCLAS o ra iargma
FOLLOVING SUNIARY CHEN YI INTERVITWED: (1) US-28 UARNID -
(2C79ST EXPANDING VITTNAT UAR: VIETNAY AND OTHIR “TIDOCHINA"
FAGH1THS CAX BT SOLVED GVLY THRGUGH PECEFUL RZGO GTIATIONST _—
(2> THZRE IS NG COWTRADICTION SITUZEN BANDUNG PRINCIPLES- -
FIACTFiL COEVISTENCT AND CHINESE SUPPORT WORLD. REVOLUTICH3T -

FiTLISH-18RINTISH DICTATES SUPPORT REVOLUTIONARY ST GGLESQ:,/:’"
VAICE ACTUALLY SERVE PEACE BY WEAKENING IMPERIALICH, 'QLO?LﬁLiSm
{3) FIKING SCLIDARITY WITH AFRG-aSIAN NATIONS NOT. 1»?'393& e
XTATE “JOINT FRONT OF NON-EURGPEAN NATIONS ACAINS T~QLL :ﬁziﬁﬁb

;PE BND WORTH AMERICA “BUT TO SUPFPORT STRUSGL& A?Qi@o;

UPERTALISH AN OLD aND KEY COLCNIALISH™ UITHOUT G¢E§R§§§§C

7E?ATEONS. (23 PERING WILLING WEGOTIATE WITH USy :z;ﬁi;uw»
U‘D CHANGE INHEDYATELY IF US WITHUREYW ITS ARMED iUnuas

n““ TAIYAN - 6ND STRAITS OF TAIvaN AND ABANDONED R "pSzi%Et

FGL’CY TOUARD CHINAs ™ ¢5) PEWING WYLLING EXPAND fgﬁL GIT :

(5L COUNTRIES AND ESTABLISH . DIPLCYATIC RELATIONS VWi g t‘hﬂ\

COGHTRY “ORSTRVING PRINCIFLES EQUALITY, MUTUAL EﬂTEP ST Ahgﬂ

WUTUAL RESPECT FOR SOVEREIGNTY, TER RTOLORIAL INTEGRITY OTHER SIt

REPRODUCTION FROM TH!S COPY IS
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-2~ 276, AUGUST 3, FROM VIEKNNA

v FOLLOVE™G Si% AT I.m_ WIT LiNIDENTIFIED CFFICIAL: (10SCOW DISTORTS
TRUTH AG2UT CHINA HORE THaN UASHINGTON: PERING DOES ROT UANT = ©.

.
1}

PAGE 3 RUFKVC 804 UNCLAS

VAR END CANNOT START IT SINCE IT LACKS LOWG-RANGE PLANES AND

. EDEGUATE MAVY: TINE WILL S297LE PROBLEMS KONG KOWG,.FORi0SA,

- MACAD UHICH MAY MNOT BE "LIBERETED™ FOR 20 YEARS OR HORE--
"THEREFOKE 4T WZED NOT WAGE #2Foo.oWE OPPOSE ANY ¥IND OF AGGRESSICN..
1T CANNCT YiN GUR NATION®S SUPPORT FOR AN AGGRESSIGH: “YOLUNT ARY™
VITHDRAYAL FROM INDIAN TERRITORY PROVES PEACEFWL INTENTIONS.

CHINA DGTS MOT NEED TERRITCRY DIVOND ITS BGRDtnb% COURTRY Cail

" o FELD ANOTHER 200 HMILLION OP EV . ;O“L° SIMNKWIANG ALOWE (UWITH
SIX MILLION INHABITANTS HOU) COULD FEED 2NOTHER 50 HILLIOH:

: Ch*w_~: POPTLATION EXPLOSION WILL NOT CONTINHZ, BIRTH '

CONTRO LaliPaiGy IS TAKING EFFECT, “HUMBER OF B RTHS HAS .
anh-a%T) Sy é“aoL'.o.xFV STANDARD OF LIVING MUST RISE...UHEN THE
STENDARD OF LIVING TS HIGHER, PEOPLE GIVE BIRTH TO FEUR
CHILDREN,“ CWINA DOSS NOT SZL? TERRIRGTIAL EXPANSICH SCUTHEAST
£S5ia OR INDIE., “UHAT CAN VUE KGPE TO FIND THERE? AGAIN LGTS
CF PECPLE, JUNGLES, SUANMPS, HOSGUITCES AND SNAYES...THINGS WHICH
vS CH ;”LSE CANNOT- bTAND. IS THERE A CHINESE wHO WGULD WaNT TO GO
THERE?™ _ R o ' :

FZXING WaNTS COWVCCATION 14 GEWEVA SIGNATCRY MATIONS TO DECIDE
VITHDRAWAL OP ALL FOREIGN TROGPS INDOCHINA .AND PAVE way
VIETNAWESE, LAOTIAN TREATIES ON BASIC PEACE, NEUTRALITY:

- FEXING U ULD TAXE MILITARY ACTION OHLY IF US ATTACKS NORTH

3
PAGE 4 RUFXVC 3802 {HCLAS o
VIETNAM, ¥.G, CARRIES “SPECIAL GQFARE' TO NORTHS TH? E<MILLION
AR'Y IS BURDZIN CON CHINESE RESOURCES UHICH COULD BE BETTER KSED
FOR SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION, = BUT -AGGRESSIVE ENCIRCLENENT
MAKES IT NECESSARY. "WHAT DO. THEY (AMERICANS) HOPE TO ACHIZVE
WITH ATGCY BOMBS AGAINST CHINAZ,... CITIES SUCH AS SHANGHAI
CR "PEXING CAN BE DESTROYED UITH -ATCM BOMBS, .BUT CHINA?
DO AUERICQNS BELIEVE THEY CaN OCCuUPY CHINA?" : -

“VEN GOLDUATER, ¥ 7LECTED, WOULD NOT\RISK WAR AGAINST CHINAoo"I
‘OULD VGTE FOR GOLDWATER -IF I WERE ™ IN AMERICA....GOLDYWATER %OULD
BZ GGOD FOR THE US AND THE WORLD"IN PUSHING:THINGS TO EXTRE(ES
FND SPEEDING DEVELOPHMENT OF INT?PVﬁk CONDITIONS.

. - LAy v
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CGNDITIONS CHAIVESE AGRICULTURE, TIXTILE INDISTRY AND HOWSING
CONGTRIFCTI. LN “NUT YET cﬂ!'Sx&CTODY," BUT ALREADY QUITE GOOD
M AGRICHLTURE: aNuWual IMPORT TwO OR THREE MILLION ‘CQS VHEAT .
COMPLRES ANKUAL HARVEST ?30 MILLION TON YHEAT &iD RICE
AWD SOWT G IMPOCRTS ARE SENT TO sLGERIA, ALBA&NIA AlD CJBA

IS COUNTRY STILL RNEZEDS HUCH, SO MUCH THAT WE SHALL
B‘ BEUSY #OR AT LEAST 50 YEARS TO SETTLE THESE PROSLEMS TOLERABLY
%ZLL. AND THERT ARE PEOPLE UKD SAaY THAT WE WaANT WAR., THAT IS -
SIHPLY RIDICULOUS, OWLY HE WHO0 WAGES WAR A8GAINST US WILL
GET IT.” (END SUMIARY)

PLGE 5 RUFHUC 304 buCLQS . '

i aCCCh PC?VYNG TDITORIAL PORTISCH UNDERLINES THAT HE IS
TRAVING WD CONCLUSIONS, GiLY REPORTING INTERVIEWS, HIS
CZRIES COF ARTICLES ON CHINA WILL COMH?NCE "IN A FEW UEERS.”

TEO COPIYS GERYMAN ORIGINAL AND hORE EXTENSIVE ENGLISH .
SUHMARY. BEING AIR POUCHED, IF STILL REGUIRE FULL TRANSLATION
FLESSE ADVISE, RIDDLEBERGER "
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SP ILAQ/CINCPAC CAMP SHMITH Xavweil IN
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P BT
USIA C—ON-FEIDENTTI AL
I;;IC{ ACTION PRIORITY DEPT (148).INFO SAICON 44 TAIZE 21)'“ £ ANE 15 o
c1a CINCPAC UNN FROM HXONG AUSUST 3, 4 PH //__ (;1
NSA cincPaC FOR POLAD. 6 ) !
0SD S e Q)
ARMY I¥ COWTRAST PSIPING'S FAILURE THUS FAR DIRECTLY ‘TOREPORT-AUG2 o
NAVY USS ¥ ADDOK, EKGA4GZHENT IN TONEIN GULF, HONG KONGCCOHMHUNIST UVEN Y *1’/-\.

TR

W 1C 2
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RMR
.

PAO0 AND TH KURG PAO CARRIED E:ZRIES Ox CCMEENTARIES ALG 3, -4
RELATING INCIDENT TO BROADIZX P4TTERN OF sLLEGED US- pDvuhx'
PMD AGCRZSSION, (NEYWS OF SECCYD ATTACK ON USS MADDOX £ND JO

Z4CHED HORE XONG TOO LATE 7O 7E REPORTED IN AUG 5 “’?KLNG PRESS

L
q !
E

\ SCHEWHQT INCONSISTENTLY, CG ,~}T RIES AUG 3 aND 4 £LGO CAST DIUBT

UPSN ACCURACY OF REPORTS ON GHLOUNDS ONLY INFORMATION AVATLARLE
FROM US SGURCES. WiEIN WEI PAC CUHEENTARY AUG 4 LINXS MADDOX

LINCIDENT ¥ITH STEPPED UP "US 4D RI ﬂTWI\“" ATTACKXS CN " LIBERATED

AREZAS™ IN LAOS, XHANH'S C”‘"”ikG" ABOUT ADVANCING NGOGRTHWARD,
AND ALLEGED D”ELLLWG TWO NORTH VIETNAMESE ISLANDS BY

"US - KHANE™ WARSHIPS. CCVLZQZARY STATES, “"THESE IMOVES FURTHER
INDICATE THAT THE US IS CAREYING OUT SYSTEMATIC PROVOCATIONS
TO TEST THE LIMIT OF THE PATIENCE OF THE NORTH vIETNAMESE AND
CHINESE PEOPLES,” TA KUNG PAC AUG 4, REFERRING TO DZCISION SEND
SECOND DESTROYEZR FOR PATROL 5iTY AND PRESIDENT °*S GRDER THAT IN
FUTURE ANY ATTACKERS BE DWSTPO"'D, DECLARES, “THIS IS OBVTDUSLY
EXCUSE TO START NEW WAR."

CCMMENT: LOCAL COMMUNIST COMMENTARIES APPEAR TENTATIVE AND
PRELIMINARY, AS IF LACKING POLICY GUIDANCE, AND ARE CAREZFUL NOT
TO GO SEYOND EARLIER CHICOM "WgRNINGS, INCLUDING LO JUI-CHINGS
AUC 1 REMARK ABOUT US "CLAWS™ N SEA GETTING CHOPPED OFF. THIS
TREATMENT, PLUS PEIPING SILEMCE, INDICATES CHICOMNS HAVE NOT YET
DECIDED ON RESPONSE TO FIRST .. ..2D0OX ENGAGEMENT QUITE APART FRCM
EVEN GRAVER IMPLICATIONS OF SConD ATTACK.
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] [ X Pl i . .
ICOMING TRLEGRAM: Depcw;‘;.:zeizz‘ af State t / S—Z
’) - . ”~ " -
be 12007 RSIFTED . o
Aclion .
i PP RUEHC . (
. DE RUMJDH @2 1/0245Z |
nfo ZNR . R 003900 :
P R 060236Z : | Lo ¢
3¢ FM AMCONSUL (HONG KONG) 1964 AUG 6 AM 1 48 -
SN TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC . . (
. INFO RUMTBK/ AMEMBASSY BANG XOX PRIORTITY
. RUMJFS/ AMEM3ASSY VIENTIANE . -
AP RUMJIR/ AMEM3ASSY SATGON , J
L. STATE GRNC ' . 4
FtR UNCLAS o | o Lh
o - : ' i
‘f ACTION PRIORITY DEPTIN?O BANGKOK LANE 16 R S«
P SAIGON 45 FROM HONG KONG SIXTH : B
USTA_ P
Nan FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY STATEMINT BYs k.
LR . i
\1i (RADIO PEKING OVERSEAS SERVICE IN CANTONE RS HK TIME) ¥ 5

THE US SUDDENLY ATTACKED THE DRV
INMPERIALISM HAS GONE BEYOND THE
THE FIRST STEP IN EXPANDINZ THE
SITUATION IS EXTREMELY GRAVE.
CFN 144 21 16 45 10680 HRS HE

PAGE TWO RUMJDH @2 UNCLAS 4
SUPPORT™ THE DRV'S STERN PRO"EST’AGAINST F .

" THIS SECOND INCIDENT IN.THE GULF OF TBR

FROM TAIWAN AND HK.

' PLETELY . =
PREMEDITATED aND FABRICATED IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE ﬁéﬂ R
INDO-CHINA AND TO SEND ARMED FORCES TO AREAS NE -

SINCE 3 AUGUST THE US HAD COMMITTED A S
AGAINST THE DRV, "THE CPR GOVT SOLEMNLY STATE THAT THE
AGAINST THE DRV IS STARTED B3Y THE US. SINCE THE US D(
THE DRV HAS GAINED THE RIGHT-TO RESIST AGGRESSION, AN
COUNTRIES SUPPORTING THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE ALSO BBTA

THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT THE DRV®'S ACTION AGAINST -AGGRESSION....
THE DRV IS A CLOSE NEIGHBOR OF CHINA'S AND THE VIETNAMESE
PEOPLE ARE BROTHERS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE. ANY US AGGRESSION
2 /C'\tb INST THE DRV IS AN AGGRESSION AGAINST THE CPR. THE CHINESE

% ey
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-2~ 144, AUGUST 6, FROM HONG XONG
PEOPLE WILL NEVER SIT IDLY BY wETHOUT 4SSISTANCE..THE US'S
8L00D DEBST TO THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE MUST SE REPAID. THE US SR
GOVT MUST IMMEDIATELY STOP ITS 4RMED AGGRESSION AND pROVOCATIONS.,
AGAINST THE SACRED TERRITORIAL LaND, SEA, AND AIR OF THE DRV, Lo
OR THE US GOVT MUST BE RESPON5[BLL FOR ALL GRAVE CONSEQUENCES
CAUSED BY THIS /AGGRESSION AND PROVOCATIONS/".

RICE - | | RS
CFN DRV'S US TONKIN DRV TaIYas X 3 US DRV CPR DRV US US DRV .. -
DRV'S DRV US DRV CPR US'S US =.v S L - -

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 A 2:30 A.M, AUGUST 6, 1964

PASSED WHITE HOUSE, CIA, DOD 8-6-64 - 3:00 A.M,

UNCIASSIFIED

R e I R Y gD SN



’
e o | el S o Tk i 574 el

PRI W

e .

’
e L mad oo e A e

PO R EYTURE “HIE o SR bve of NSRS G

PRSI Y 3

[ YRR Vs >
NCOMING TELEGRAM  Depariment of Stat qbg,w__r@ty :
: - = 7 |
50 _ —CONETHPNTTAT s -
Adion  uxtwve  EDA44GDEASSI SR
RR RUEHCR S SRR S Com Ui
SVN  DE RUFGWP 220 $6/1645Z - O
Info R @61638Z ZEA = - : ' L
oS F¥ AMEMBASSY PARIS * . C -
TO RUEHCR/ SECSTATE #ASHDC | - 79
G INFO RUMJIR/ £MEHBASSY SaIlGoN .00 F 9
SP RUNJFS/ AHEM3ASSY VIENTIANE - '
YV AMENS \ :
; ggDTLh/AALMDASSY LONDON _ !kﬂ[ﬂu 6 Pi 5 57
pg | SO NELDE NIt ACTION DEPT. 762 INFO SAIGON 29
- VIENTIANE 14 MOSCOY 37 LONDON &1 CINCPAC POLAD, OTTAVA
FE . wARSAW NEWDELHI UNN FROM PARIS AUG 6, > PH
NEA
10 BRETHES (ACTING DIRECTOR ASIAN AFFAIRS) SHOUED COUNSELOR |
p CABLE. FROM NORTH VIETNANESE FONMIN XUAN THUY TO COUVE
tspa DATED AUSUST 5 AND TRANSHITTED COGMMERCIALLY UHICK PROTESTS

" AGGRESSIONS" A3AINST DRV TXRRITORY COMDUCHED BY US AND

ESO - ITS SOWTH vermd {ESZ AND LA&OTIAN "PUPPETS AND AGENTS", :

INR TELEGRAM MENTIONS FIVE ATTaCKS INCLUDING US Naval SOM3ARDMENT

CJIA "OF COaSTAL CITIES PRIOR TO TwWd MADDOX INCIDENTS. LATTER ARE

NSA NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTIONEZD DESPITE HANOI S PUBLIC ADMISSTON

oSD : . . 4

ARMY : . o ‘

NAVY | PAGE 2 RUFGYWP 223 O NTFT T DENT I AL

ATR FIRST ZINGAGEMENT TOOK PLACE, AND TELEGRAM DWrLLS RATHER

~iC ON ATTACKS MENTIGNED IN HANOI®S HIGH COMMAND DECLARATION )

= AUGUST 5 AS YELL AS USE OF LAO TERRITORY FOR AIR ATTACKS - )
ON NORTH VIETNAM. TELEGRAM STATES DRV APPEALING TO CO-

RMR PRESIDENTS AND ICC GOVTS TO INTERVENE WITH USG AND GOVTS .

"SOUTH VIETNaM AND LAOS TO CEASE THESE ACTIVITIES,; VHICH . ;

ARE CONSIDERED DIVERSIONARY EXTENSIONS OF IMPLRTA]IST ’ EEDPR

WAR IN SOUTH VIETNAM, CURIOUSLY ENOUGH, NO MENTION MADE :

OF NEW GENEVA CONFERENCE AND TELEGRAM DOES NOT AFPEAR

CONSTITUTE DIRECT APPEAL TO FRENCH GOVT FOR ANY SPnCIrIC

DIPLOMAiIC INTnRCLSSION.'

BRETHES SAID THAT NOTHING HFARD rROM FRENCH D‘LVCATION IN
HANOI AS YET AND CHIEF OF MISSION ABSENT.® CONVERSATION WITH
CHINESE REPORTED EMBTEL ANTEDATES SECOND MADDOX INCIDENT,
AND FIRST NOT 3ROACHED. - THUS ONLY INDICzS CHINEZSE AND

NORTH VIETNAMESE POSITIONS ARE IN PUSLIC STATEMENTS OR
PROPAGACDA-TYPE TELEGRAY MENTIUNED A3ZUVE,

BRETHES SAID THAT FRENCH POSITION IN NEW YURK AND ELSEWHERE
"BEING TELEGUIDED BY DE GAULLZ FROHM COLOM3zY, oUT INDICATED

. W R:PRODUCT'ON FROM THlS CO?Y lS
’ bECLASSlFIED - PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

gy O © XEROX FROM QUICK COPY
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-2- 702, AUGUST 6, 5 PM, FROM: PARIS

'CbNFIDENTIALLY THAT COUVE, urn0O IS ALSO "AWAY IN SOUTH,

PAGESRHFG\JPZ%CW}'1ULNTIAL.
AND QUAT SERVICES AGREE WITH POSITION TaKEN oY n¥5 STEVENSON,
I.E., THAT BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE SHOULD BE ALLOWED

.TO APPEAR BEFORE SC. DE GAULLE DECISION ON THIS AND OTHER
ASPECTS NOT YET TAXEN. - -

BRETHES SAID HIS OUN FEELING ¥AS THAT ATTACKS ON US SHIPS

‘NOT CLEARED BY HANOI WITH PEIPING, WHICH PROBAZLY TAKEN DY

SURPRISE IF ONE IS TO JUDGE bY TaRDY PROPAGANDA REACTIGN AND
NON-COMMITAL NATURE OF CHINZSL DECLARATIONS THUS FAR. g
WHILE 1T TOO EARLY TO PREJUDG= CHINESE DECISION, BRETHES

WAS DOUBTFUL THAT THEY %YOULD UMDERTAKE ANY MASSIVE RETALIATION,

PARTICULARLY IF HO0SCOYW AND WASAINGTON MAINTAIN PRESENT
DISPOSITIONS TO LIMIT DAMAGE. oRETHES THOUGHT PEIPING

‘PROBABLY FpLLY AWARE IT UNa5LE TAXE ON SEZVENTH FLELT AND

HE vas DOyYsTFuL HaNOI wWOULD WELCOME DISPATCH OF CHIV LSE
TROOPS TO NORTH VIETNAM, GIVEN PREVIOUS EXPERIZNCES WITH
CHINESE. HE THOUGHT HANOI JUDGED ITSELF CAPASLE "OF DEFENDING
TERRITORY WITH OWN TROOPS. ATTACKS ON US SHIPS WERE PERHAPS
TO BE VIEWED AS HANOI ATTEMPT ELICIT COMMUNIST SOLIDARITY,
INCLUDING THAT OF HOSCOW, WHILE DEMONSTRATING NORTHA VIETNAMESE
CAPACITY FOR DEFENDING ITSELF. 3RETHES THOUGHT HANGCI

MIGHT ALSO HAVE MISJUDGED NATURE OF US RESPONSE, PAR:ICULnRLY

. R T
.
-

PA"E 4 RUFGWP 220 LLJLJ&ﬁiwle—t N”T’T‘?Fi:

USE OF AIRPOVER. T

-

COMMENT:® FOR MOW"VT FRENCH TACTICS DO NOL APPEPR ) HAVr -
BEEN WORKED 0UT, BUT WE DOUDT THEY WILL CHANGEL THEIR o
FUNDAMENTAL POSITION AGAINST MILITARY ACTION AND IN
FAVOR INTERVATIOVQL CONFERENCE. = GP-3. LYON - -
BT ) R BV
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P ‘Tiss AUG 08, z Pm - "1{j§{iAfwafécéQﬁﬁnérnAhb,Dawr;H[';
<§§é§// 1. IN OUR CONTACTS OF PAST TWO. DAYS WITH US AND OTHER' *
- WESTERN' CORRESPONDENTS WELL AS FRIENDLY CONSULAR PEPPECENTATIVEb
INR ' IN HONG KONG WE HAVE FOUND THAT SEVERAL NORMALLY BALANCED ¢ .
CIA "~ OBSERVERS OF VIETNAMESE DEVELOPMENTS HAVE GIVEN Fe T
NSA UNFORTUNATE DEGREE OF CREDENCE TO DRV-CHICON CHARGES e
0SD ' THAT SECOND PT ATTACK ON US DESTROYERS IN ~ B CROR R S

ARMy - | TONKI GULF DID NOT RPT NOT OCGUR, OR ALTERNATIVELY THEY HAVE =
Navy  SPECULATED. THAT US DELIBERATELY PROVOXED AUG 4 ATTACK | . -

T
=

ATR CPERHAPS 3r VLNTURING WITH N_12 MILE LIMIT). THESE
TRMR S
W i : i o ; : R :;.,;:_

; tPAGL Two RU Jsh @3 f%frﬁfﬁ*J-D E NT I AL RN

) ¢ INDIVIDUALS SAY THEY CAN CONCZIVE MOTIVATION FOR DRV s Chenn

: “FIRST ATTACK BUT 'IN LIGHT FAILUREZ ON AUG 2 CANNOT LOGICAL Y

| .EXPLAIN ADVENTURESOME QUALITY CF AUG 4 ATTACK 65 ° .

e s MILES OFF SHORE AGAINST OVERWHELY IN” Us NavaL :

: : 'SUPERIORITY. : . SO e j
-2, NON-COMMUNIST CHINESE REPOSTER IN HONG KONG B N

: . TOLD US HE WAS ASKED AUG s BY AN EDITOR OF COMMUNIST i = . = o7

| WEN WEI PAO WHETHER HIS ANERICAN FRIENDS FELT S R

' '4"RELILVVD" AFTER READING "CPR AOVT. STATEMENT OF AUG 6.0

4 . ALTHOUGH QUESTION IMPLICITLY ACKMOWLEDGED CPR'S OUN’ ,,A;""‘.; i

I - CAUTION, CONTEXT SUGGESTED EDITCRZ wAS PR0BING FCR . .. v

3 " EXPLOITASLE SICNS OF US A\XIVTY. HE ALLEGEDLY SAID FO? _

4 " EXAMPLE THAT US ACTION AGAINST PT BASIS YAS MOUNTED . 1 '

4. - _ FROM CARRIERS FOR FEAZ LAND-BASED STRIKES wOULD INVIT“ I

SR cowAJNxsr RVTALIATIOV AG Q'NS" AID BASES. ... [ JRE
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4..%IATIAINT ASSTRTS OR SZEKS TO PROVE THAT q) AGGRESSION WAS
IDTTATED AND PART OF _a27IR PLAYN WHICH INVOLVED oulY 39
SYTTLING OF 2 DRV ISLANDS AND AUGUST 1-2 30MBING OF DRV BORDE!

OST AND VILLAZEZ BY PLANZT FRC'W LADS, AND 2) 3ECOND TONKIN

GULR INCIDEINT "NEVER OCCURRTL™ ANT WAS FARRICATED IH ORDER
EXTEND WAR IN IND0 CHIMNA., THIS THIWE AMPLIFIED IN AUGUST 5

CPH US 3 6 NOT DIV U3 Y3 DIV Y3 4 A) 32 2 DEV 1-2 DRV LAOS

ABE FOUR RUMJDH 13 G FT1B=¥T T AL

ARTICLE BY ®H3INHUA COIRSSPONDINT™ WHICH POINTS OUT ALLEGED

INCONSISTENCIES IN US ACCOUNTZ OF AUSUST 4 INCIDENT. IN ITS

EFFORT 70 MAXE THIZ CASZ, HAWEVER CHICOM STATZMENT SHOUS

AR HEARDNTSES IN ARRANZING "FACTS.™ fQT“““NT IN AT LZAST ONE

F2CT DIFFZIRS NOTABLE IN NUANCI FROM DRV STATEXMENT, NAMEILY
IN STATIRG THAT IN AUCUST 2 IMCIDINT "U3 5IDZ HAD SUFFERED

MO LCSSES.” THIS TACIT ADMISS 3& THAT US-DRV NAVAL ZINZAGEMENT
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T'{ PRV CVAI"THQT THEIR PATROL

SHIPS "CHASED ZINIMY SHIP3 JUT OF T,n?IT“?IAL WATER3" AND .

5. FURTHIR FLEMENT IY STATZHENT, AS T SIE IT; IS DIREZCTED IN
LARGZ PART AT SjVIETS. AS3IIRTION THAT "NO SOCIALIST COUNTRY CAN
SIT IDLY 3Y~é§%@ (CRV) I5 BIINT SUBJECTED TD AGZRISSION™ AND

T RESSION AZAINST DRV WITH THAT AGAINST CHINA
SIRVES AT ONC? T3 JUsTIFY CH NISE POSITION, PUT SOVIZTS OM SPIT

VIRSUS RIST OF COMMUNIST WOILD AND PERHMAPS TO ELICIT SOVIET
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SSTTY FOR 1A-VAT 10N GENZVA

CoyTNTARY

PRY S

WAY PRICLUDES INTEMSIFIED

> NO DRV DRV 6 NOT

CHICCMS HA

TO RETAIN THEIR FREEDOH

PUSLIC FACT ON TPI3ODE, ¥R EXPECT

TANZIBLE SUPPCRT FOR DRV,

POSSI3LY

»
e}

P

ALLY IS UNPRZCEDZINTED

=

FITH OP224T1T

DO BILIZVEZ CHINISE MAY EXP

- TAIYAY STRAITS AMND

N3T DRV. ¥= DO NOT AT

=
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ACTIVITIZS RILATEZD TO HONG KIN3 IN NTAR

HA3 ALRZADY DR&YWN THIS

STINSITIVITY, FOR A WHILEZ
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2527%0 35 VIENTIANE 17 CINCPAC LNS-PERIS 13

2 FRCH HKONG AUGUST 6, 8230 Pole'——— ..
CINCPAC FOR POLAD. .
FOLLOWING 42T COWSEN COMHMENTS ON CHICOM STATZWENT o~ _AUGSUT 6@

fo I& STATEUENTY IS ANY GUIDE TO CHICSH INTED

CF C3ULRSI, HYUST REGFAIN A LG0T PUINT PEWNDIN
FIIPINS DGIS HOT NOW OINTZND IMMEDIATE, UnM

A I RITALIATION FOR US ATTACKS OR DR
¥GRCIS. ALTHOUCGH STATEMENT SONBRELY CHARGE
CURFRISI HBCHBING 4TYTACKS BY US Naval AlRCP T
L, EOW GAY, AND THAN HO& (THE PHRASE "COASTsL
USEDS ©5 “UENT OVER BRINK OF WAR™

IKT:RDIIC ”“P IN INDOCHINA,™

GiS -- AND THI 'Sy
GR;*'R EVIDENCZ ==
ASURZD, COR SUEEPING
T ZTALSES ””3 WaVEL
Hat &S LT GF
on @RZ%S OP NGEE
TOWNS™ IS ALSO

o‘q-

AND "HADE FIRST STEP IN
AND ALTHOUGH FGR FiRST TIHE

IT

LSS:ITS THSY "AGGRESSION BY US AGAINST DRV MEAKS AGGRESSION
£CAINET CHINA,®™ STATEMENT STILL RETAINS UNSPECIFIC NATURE OF
EZ;LI:R CHICCH UQ?NINGS £S TO PRECISELY WHAT MEASURES CPR M4Y
TZKE TO SUPPORT DRV IN ITS "FIGHT AGAINST AGRESSION. ™

R A™ ne e

\Jub’ l“
< SIRTLY

_.L-..—.

sid DwSTRLLATIO

2o ESSENTIALLY, STATEMENT SEEMS ADDRESSED NOT SO MUCH TO
Y ANY BEASURES THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN BY CPR SINGLY OR
IN RESPCNSE TO DAMAGE INFLICTED CN DRV N&VAL FORCES
NS--THEOUGH IT COULD ALSO SERVE THAT PURPGSE--
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AUGUST &, S:30ry FR3¥M: HOXNG KONG.

5S TO AYVARH CTASNILY ASATHCT ANY FUTURE ATTACHS (I PRCVOCATIONS
CIRICTIS VDRV, AND D) PUILTILY EST3LICH CURCIIISS sJS3ISLE
MORAL CASI AZATNST US. STATIUINT CONCLUDES THAT "US GOVERN-

MENT MUTT IUvITIeTILY STOF TUC ARUED PROVECATIONS AC-INST DRV
AND ITS UNNID ZOCTG/CIMINTS 00 LATTIR'S S4CRID TEARITORY, SIR
SPACT; 43 1z RITCRIAL USTIAS. (BI3IN UNDIRLIND) QTHIRWISE, (IND
DULET LU0 a2 GOVERILENT HUsD ST RILD RESHINSISLE SR oALL YHE
CRZUT CONCIZUENCIS ARISING THIZZFROM. ™ (OUR UNDEALINING)

Se LHUSULY § PICPLES DAILY EDITORIAL, WHICH REITZRATES PLEDEE THAT
TCHINISZ ,PLLPLE WILL NOT SIT IDLY BY WITHOUT LENDINZ A HELP-
INZ HAND,T FURNISHMEIS FURTNZIR TUIDENCT OF CHICCHM'S DISIRET AT
THIS POINT 70 RETHIN FREZIDIM CF MANEUVER IN DEALING WITYH )
RISIS, IN THRELD SUCCISSIVE STNTENCES IT SL? €SZS RICGKT CF
SIGIN UNDERLINZ) DRV AND NCRTH VIETNAMEST PZIOFLET (IND UNDERLINE)
"TO HIT 3ACX Il STLF.DIZFINSI zGAINST ARMED ATTACKS OF US™ AND
"TO REPULSI EXNZNY, UVHEREVER NE CCHES FROH.™ EDITORIAL ADDS
THAT 17 US (SZCIN UNDZIRLINE) “KEZPS ON (rND UNDERLIND)
EXTENDINGe ARLTID ASCERISSIONT £3AINST DRV, (BZGIN UNDIRLINE) “HEROIC
VIETHANESD PZOPLE (END UNDIRLINZY WILL U\DO ;BTEDLY CONTINUE
TC FloisH 7_:3 escsennse C(OUR UNDERLININGY.

<o STATIHNENT ASSERETS OR SZEXNS TO FROVE THAT A) fGERISSION WAS
FRTIEDITATED AHND PiRT OF LARGER PL4N WHICH TiVOLVID JULY 38
SHILLIRE OF 2 DRV ISLANDS aND AUGUST (-2 BONBING GF DRy BORDER
FCST AND WILLEST 3Y PLANES FRCY Lg&0S, AMD BY SICOND TONKI!
TGULE IWCIDRIUT TUIVIR QCCURREID™ AND WS FASRICATED W ORDER
TETIND VLR oG CHIMA, THIS THIME ANPLIFIED 1IN AYSUST

[t St ] grr e

IR S,
B STl CCRRISPONDINT RICH POLITS OUT AL
INCONSISTINCIIS IH US ACCOUNTS OF AUGUST 4 IHCIDINT. 1
EFFORT T8 43HE TRIS CASE, HOWEVER CHICOM STATTHENT SHO
EXNXTUARDHESS IN A??ALalﬂG "FACTS.™ STATEMENT IN AT LTA4ST ONE
RZSPECT DIFFZIRS NOTAZLE IN NUANCE FROMN DRV STATINENT, NAMELY
NOSTATING THaY It AUGJST 2 INCIDENT "US SIDE HAD SUFFERED

NO LOS35=S," THIS TACIT ADMISSION THMAT US-DRV NAVAL ENGAGEMENT
0 CURREID IS &T VARIANCE WITH DRV CLAIM THAT THEIR PATROL

niFs “CHAS_D ENZMY SKRIPS OUT OF TERRITORIAL WATERS™ &ND
RETURNED TO SASE.

i

ELENENT IN STATEMENT, AS WE SEE IT, IS DIRECTED 1IN

5, FURTHEIR E

LARGE P&xT AT SOVIETS. ASSERTION THAT "NO SOCIALIST COURTRY CAN
SIT IDLY Y WHILE(DRV) IS BEING SUBJECTED TO AGGRESSICN™ aAND

0F ZeUATING AGGRESSION AZAINST DRV VITH THAT AGAINST CKINA
STRVES AT CNCE TO JUSTIFY CHINESE POSITION, PUT SOVIETS ON SPOT
\ZRZUS 225T CF COXKUNIST WORLD 4D PERFAPS TO ELICIT SOVIET

CP20RT. COXEIBDERTIAL
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-3- 148, AUGUST 6, 8:30FPM FROM: HONG KONG.

€. STATEMENT DOES NOT REFER TO NECESSITY FOR $14-HATION GENEVA

CCCHEMENT 4RY AUGUST 6 CONCLUBES WITH CALL FOR US ACCEFTANCE OF
. 14-POYER CCNFERENCE AND FEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS.

e

7. ALTHOUSH CHICOMS HAVE THUS SOUGHT TO RETAIN THEIR FREEDGY

OF MANTUVER WHILE PUTTING BEST PUBLIC FaCE ON EPISCDE, WE EXPECT
CHICCHMS TO TAKE STEPS OF TANGIBLE SUPPORT FOR DRv, PROBABLY IN

SPHERZ CF AIR DEFENSE AND POSSIBLY IN SUPPORT OF DRy MOVES
‘N SCUTH VIETN4ZM AND L4OS. _ :

8, CONE POINT OF PARTICULQR CONCERN LOCALLY IS UNPRECEDENTED
LINKIKG OF SIVENTH FLEET HMOVEMENTS FROM TAIWAN STRAITS AND
HGNG KOKG ULTH OPZRATIONS DIRECTED AGAINST DRV. WE DO NOT AT

,CORrERZNCE, BUT WE FEEL THAT THIS IN NO WAY PRECLUDES INTENSIFIED
CHiCCY PRESbURE FOR EA&RLY REGOTIATIONS. LOCAL COUMUNIST WEN WEI PAC

THIS TIME INTERPRET THIS AS SIGN OF IMPEFING STRONG PRESSURE

ACAINST COLGNY, BUT WE DO BELIEVE CHINESE MAY EXPLOIT ANY
CoiisP1Cucys 7TH FLEET ACTIVITIES RELATED TO HONS KONG IN NEAR
FUTURE, IN F’Cf BRITISH COMYODORE HAS ALREADY DRAWN THIS

CCNCLUSION, aND WE MAY EXPECT SPECIAL SENSITIVITY, FOR A UHILE

AT LEAST, C? THIS SCORE.
CP-O;
RICE
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ZNR , 003900
P R 5602367 T

Fi1 aMCONSUL (HONGKONG 1964 AUG 6- AM 1 48
TG RUEHC/SECSTATE WAGHDC D
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RUMJFS/ AMEM3ASSY VIENT IANE ' -
RUJIR/ AMEH3ASSY SAIGON ,

STATE GRHC | '
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ACTION PRIORITY DEPT’\Z"‘O BANGKOK 21 VIENTIANE 16
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FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY STATEMINT BY:

R R R s
pogi ;

VR TRy,
I R

(RADIO PEKING OVERSEAS SERVICE IN CANTONESE 1890 HRS HK TIME)-

v oves
/el s

THE US SUDDENLY ATTACKED TYZ DRV ON 5 4aUGUST. BY DOING SO US 4
INPERIALISM HAS GONE BEYOND IHE VERGE OF WAR AND EMBARKED ON
THE FIRST STEP IN EXPANDING THE waR IN INDO-CHINA, AND THE
SITUATION IS EXTREMELY GRAVE. THE CPR GOVT "COMPLETELY PR
CFN 144 21 16 45 1868 HRS HY US DRV 5 US CPR L e

4
[
N

1

PAGE TWO RUMJDH @2 UNCLAS
SUPPORT" THE DRV'S STERN PROTEST AGAINST THE US.

THIS SECOND INCIDENT IN THE GULF OF TONKIN IS COMPLETcLY
PREMEDITATED AND FABRICATED IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE WAR IN
INDO-CHINA AND TO SEND ARMEL FORCES TQ AREAS NEAR THE DRV
FROM TAIVAN AND HK.

SIVC" 3 AUGUST THE US HAD CCMMITTED 4 SERIES OF AGGRESSICN "
AGAINST THE DRV, "THE CPR GCYT SOLEMNLY STATE THAT THE AGGRESSION
AGAINST THE DRV IS STARTED 3Y THE US. SINCE THE US DOES THIS, . -
THE DRV HAS GAINED THE RIGHT TO RESIST AGGRESSION, AND ALL
COUNTRIES SUPPORTING THE GENIVA AGREIEMENTS HAVE ALSO OBTAINED

THE RIGHT TO SUPPORT THE D5V'S ACTION AGAINST AGGRESSION. ...

THE DRV IS A CLOSE NEIGHBOR CF CHINA'S aND THE VIETNAWMESE

PEOPLE ARE BROTHERS OF THE CHINESE PEZGPLE. ANY US AGGRESSICN
AGAINST THE DRV IS AN AGGRESSION AGAINST THE CPR, THE CHINESE

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY |S

™ ; TRD
UNCLASSIFIED PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”




=2~ 144, AUGUST 6, FROM HONG KONG

—— o B v e e TR L ey YT S S e s

UNCLASSIFIED

PEOPLE WILL NEVER SIT IDLY BY WILHOuL 4S5 ISTANCE. .THE US'S

BLOOD DEBT TO THE VIETNAMESE PECZPLE MUST 3E RE PAID. THE US

GOVT MUST IMMEDIATELY STOP ITS 4RMED AGGRESSION AND DROVOCATIONS
AGAINST THE SACRED TERRITORIAL LaND, SEA, AND AIR OF THE DRV,

OR THE US GOVT MUST BE RESPONSTIZLE FOP ALL GRAVE CONSEQUENCVS
CAUSLD 8Y THIS /AGGRESCION AND SROVOCATIONS/". .

RICE-

BT (
CFN DRV'S US TONKIN DRV TAIUA! “X 3 US DRV PPR DRV us us DRV e
DRV'S DRV US DRV CPR US'S US =iV S - . i
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A “f \'-/
D’P”EL 185, RLP"ALED NEW DELHI 299, C::::

' ON BnS"S INFORMATION AVAILABLE H-RE, CONGEN DOUBTS CHICC‘ﬁz/ \

JYEIRZ PRTYE 2OVERS BEHIKD DRV ATTACKS ON OUR 525130¥n?s IN -- ,/
TGIXIN GULF. CPR GOVT STATSYENT AUG 6 AND SUWEKQHLNI PRONCUNCE=~
ME:7i5 HAVE CONVEYED SEINSE OF CAUTION IN FORHULATING RESPONSE TO
'OUR RETALIATION AND CHICOM MOVES SO FAR SUGGEST CAREFUL -~

—\
CALCULATICN VHICH VWOULD SEEM INCONSISTENT YITH ADVENTURESONE. —5 |

CFN 166 § 58 24 15 2 18 8 165 299 DRV TONKIN CPR 6 ::: — =)

PAGE T40 RUJDH 20 cw
QUALITY OF DRV 47/oA. - >
EVEN ASSUMING CHICOMS HAD UNDERZSTIi ATED
US WILLINGNESS,TO RESPOND- FORCEFULLY, THEIR SENSITIVITY TO TALX
OF OPERATIONS AGAINST DRV WAS REPEATEDLY EVIDENCED BEFORE AUG 2
AND SHOULD HAVE LOGICALLY RESTRAINED THEM FROA SPONSORING RISKY
PROVOCATION. IN TACTICAL SENSE, CHICCMS MIGHT HAVE BEEN AWARE
IN ADVANCE OF MORE AGGRESSIVE DRV NAVAL INSTRUCTIONS wilecsf
CONTRIBYTED TO AUG 2 ATTACK, BUT CHINESE ENCOURAGEHENT OF SECOND
ATTACK AUG 4 IN FACE OVERWHELMING US SUPERIORITY WOULD VIOLATE
FUNDAMENTAL CHICOM MILITARY TENET OF RESPECTING ENSMY TACTICALLY
AND 1OBILIZING SUPERIOR FORCE BEFORE STRIKING. FINALLY, WE
'SUSPECT PATTERN OF PUBLICITY FRCY HANOI AND PEIPING WOULD HAVE
BZEN LESS DELAYED, CONFUSED, AND INCONSISTENT IF CHICGAS HAD

PLA*WED AFFAIR FROM START.

~—
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BANNZRJEE®S SUPPORTING ARGUMENTS WOULD NOT SEEM PERSUASIVE FROM
CiiCor VIEWPOINT. CHICGIS HAVE BEEN PUT "ON SPOT” Il FAR MORE
TIMEDIATE SENSE THAN SOVIETS AND CHICCHS ARGUMENTS IN AFRO-ASIAN
COUNTRIES AT LEAST PARTLY UNDERCUT BY TECHNIQUE X DRV ACTIONS.
IN SUM, WE THINK FRENCH FONOFF VIETNAM DESK OFFICER (PARIS® 742
TO DEPT) 1S CLOSER TO AT LEAST PARTIAL EXPLANATION DRy MOTIVATION.

GP‘S.

RICE L )
BT . '

CFN DRV US DRV 2' DRV 2 4 US HaNOT P¢IPIMG BANNERJ’E S
NOT DRV. 742 DRV GP-3

‘.
-
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ACTION PRIORITY/DEPT 167D INFO SAISO
TAIPEI 29 TOKYO 3 CPAC UNN YSU

BINEAN BN AL

Jar.

NV e !
s VIENT T ANE 15 ~
FROM chq \AUG 10, 9:30 m

PEIPING- OVER WEEKEND BROA
SUPPORT FOR DRV AND/STRENG
BY TMPLYING SPECI

CALE 6 Mhss RALLIES DEMONSTRAT ING
D AUG 6 RLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR IT -
RE r CB\WOULD BE FORTHCGY ING. |

1. FOLLOWING FR e STRATip PEIPING INVOLVING HALF
MILLION PE 156), DQ%\EE’RATIONS REPORTEDLY
CFN 167 51 :30° DRV "&\1-156. o

bc;hl-g

CONFITDENT T AL -
CONTINUED ON WIDENING SCALE WITH ONE MILLION ON SATURDAY AND TWO
MILLION ON SUNDAY PARTICIPATING IN PARADES, RALLIES AND MEETINGS.
IN ADDITION PEIPING DEMONSTRATIONS, SIMILAR ACTIVITIES HAVE
SPREAD THROUGHOUT CHINA WITH DEMONSTRATIONS INVOLVING HALF oo
MILLION REPORTED' IN SHANGHAI, THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND IN CANTON

"AND TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND IN CHUNGKINGe NEARLY ALL MAJOR

CITIES REPORTED AS HAVING HAD DEMONSTRATIONS. . o

‘2. OFPARTICULAR ”IGNIFICANCE WAS LIAO CHENG-CHIH'S ‘PEECHAAT

AUG RALLY OF OME HUNDRED THOUSAND IN OPEN-AIR WORKERS®
STADIUM AT WHICH CHOU EN-LAI, LU TING=YI, LO JUI-CHINGUND

"OTHER LEADERS WERE REPORTED"AS IN ATTENDANCE.‘THREE MAJOR
-ASPECTS CHARACTERIZED LIAQ* S SPEECH‘ ' .

A FORTHCOMING TANGIBLE MEASURES OF SUPPORT FOR DRV fIORE STRONGLY

IMPLIED, NCNA REPORTS LIAO AS HAVING STATED THAT “"THE CHINESE

) W . REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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“CONFIDENTIAL—
?

-2~ 167, AUGUST 10, 9:30 P.M,, FROM HONGKONG.

”~

PEOPLE WERE DETrR“INLD BY PRACT ICAL DEEDS TO VOLUNTEER AID TO
THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE IN THEIR JUST STRUGGLE AGAINST US AGGRESSION
"AND IN DEFENCE OF THEIR MOTHERLAND.™ IN ADDITION, LIAO REPEATS
CPR GOVERNMENT STATEMENT OF AUG 6 THAT, AS PESULT us ACTION,

"ALL COUNTRIES UPHOLDING GENEVA AGREEMENTS HAVE GAINFHRIGHT
TO ASSIST DRV IN ITS FIGHT AGAINST AGGRESSION,™ AND I CONCLUSION
HE ASSERTS THAT "CHINESE. PEOPLE ABSOLUTELY WILL NOT SUPINELY
TOLERATE RUTHLESS 'US IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION AGAINST THEIR s

- CFN SHANGHAI CANTON CHUNGKING 2 LIAO CHENG-CHIH'S 9 cHOU EN- L%I
LU TING-YI-LO JUI-CHING LIAO'S A DRV _NCNA LIAO US LIAO0 CPR

6 US DRV NOT US
-OPERATOGRS NOTE: UNDERLINE IN PARA 2A IMI 2A FIRST SENTENCE,‘

AND WORDS (PRACTICAL DEEDS) (VOLUNTEER AID) SECOND SENTENCE .

na

PAGE THPEE PumTm22 C—&—N—F—%—D—E—W
sRomst, THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE.", .

‘B) USVWILL BE PUNISHED. LIAO STATED, " SINCE 'YOU HAVE COMMITTED
CAPITAL CRIME OF AGGRESSION, YOU MUST BE PREPARED TO RECEIVE DUE
PUNISHMENT. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR YOU TO ESCAPE IT."

C) "MYTH" OF SECOND TONKIN GULFAINCIDENT; LIAO DEVOTES CONSIDER-
ABLE ATTENTION TO FURTHERING CHICOM-DRV CLAIM THAT SECOND

.TORPEDO BOAT ATTACK ON AUG 4 IS "FABRICATION™ AND PRETEXT FOR

ATTACKING DRV. HE CLAIMS US LEADERS® " INCONSISTENT MUMBLING® AS

'TO NU4BER OF PT BOATS INVOLVED AND HOUR WHEN ATTACK MADE HAS -

'EXPOSED THEIR "LIE” AS DESIGNED TO EXECUTE ”PREquDITATED PLAN"
FOR EXTENSION OF “"WAR OF AGGRESSION.

3. PEOPLE DAILY EDITORIAL OF AUG 9, LATEST AND MOST SIGNIFICANT
OF FOUR CONSECUTIVE EDITORIALS ON VIETNAMESE SITUATION TAKES
SAME LINE AS LIAO CHENG-CHIH'S SPEECH, STRESSING IN EVEN MORE
CONCRETE TERMS THEME THAT THE MATTER IS NOT YET SETTLED AND -
RETRIBUTION WILL BE FORTHCOMING. AMPLIFYING AUG 6 STATEMENT,
'EDITORIAL STATES, "BY ITS ACTSOF AGGRESSION, US IMPERIALISM HAS
GIVEN COUNTRIES Al'D PEOPLES THAT UPHOLD GENEVA AGREEMENTS AND ALL
PEACE-LOVING COUN.RIES AND PEOPLES THE RIGHT TO (BEGIN ‘
UNDERLINE) TAKE ACTION (END UNDERLINE) "IN RENDERING SUPPORT IN
(BEGIN UNDERLINE) EVERY POSSIBLE FORM (END UNDERLINE)

FOR THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE TO RESIST THE US'AGGRESSORS." (OUR

CFN B US LIAO C TONKIN LIAO DRV 4 DRV US PT 3 9’LIAO CHENG-CHIH S

v

NOT 6 us US
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PAGE FOUR RUMJDH 22 CONFIDENT I AL
UNDERLINING)Y ALSO PARALLELING LIAO, EDITORIAL MAKES IMPLIED
THREAT OF FUTURE RETALIATIGN FOR uJﬁcrron AGAINST DRV, WARNING,
“US AGGRESSORS, DON®T YOU REJOICE TOO SOON. DON'T THINK YOU CaN
GET AWAY WITH YOUR SURPRISE ATTACK ON THE DRV.™ (LITERAL
TRANSLATION OF CHINESE SUuMARY IN HONG KONG COMMUNIST WEN WEI
PAO READS, "US AGGRESSORS, DON'T THINK YOU CAN CARRY OUT A SUDD
ATTACK ON THE DRV AND THE MATTER WILL BE CONCLUDED. ") EDITORIg&
CONCLUDES, “FROM NOW ON THE INITIATIVE WILL BE IN THE HANDS 0O

VVIETNAHESE PEOPLE AND THE PEQPLES OF THE WHOLE WORLD WHO SUPP

THEM. IT IS YOU AND NOT US WHO WILi. BE DEFEATED."

‘4.’PEIPING TA XKUNG PAO AUGUST 10 EDITORIAL REITERATES PEOPLE’S

DAILY STATEMENTS IN MORE CONCISE TERMS STATING, "WE ARE
DETERZINED TO SUPPORT WITH CONCRETE ACTION THE VIETNAMESE PEOPL
JUST STRUGGLE TO RESIST US AGGRESSION AND DEFEND THEIR MOTHER-
LAND.” EDITGRIAL ALSO STRESSES ALERTNESS TO EVENTS SAYING, "VE

. MUST HOBILIZE OUR PEOPLE STILL FURTHER, HEIGHTEN OUR VIGILANCE

AND BE READY FOR WHATEVER EVENTUALITIES AND GIVE ALL-CUT

SUPPORT FOR JUST STRUGGLE OF VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AGAINST US
ASGRESSION, ” .

5. PEOPLE®’S DAILY EDITORIAL AUGUST 8 IS DEVOTED TO ATzACK ON US
EFFORTS TO BRING AUGUST 4 TONKIN GULF INCIDENT BEFORE UNSC,
DENOUNCING IT AS DEVICE "PROVIDE LEGAL CAMOUFLAGE FOR ACTS OF
CFN LIAO US DRV US DRV WEN WEI PAO US DRV NOW NOT 4 TA KUNG PAO

10 US US 5 8 US 4 TONKIN UNSC - -

PAGE FIVE RUMJDH 22 e"O"N—F"I"ﬂ"*E"‘N"l'_ITt'—

AGGRESSION." EDITORIAL STRESSES THAT "UNITED NATIONS HAS NO
RIGHT WHATSOEVER TO INTERFERE IN INDO-CHINA. 'A PEACEFUL SETTLE-

MENT FOR INDQ-CHINA CAN CNLY BE SOUGHT THROUGH THE CHANNEL OF T}
GENEVA ACCORD.™ IN CLEARLY ANTI-SOVIET SENSE, NCNA REPORTED -

'SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYXO®S AUGUST 7 MESSAGE TO DRV

FOREIGN MINISTER PROPOSING SUBMISSION OF QUESTION TO UNSC FOR
CONSIDERATION; NCNA IN ANOTHER DISPATCH HAS STRESSED CONGRUENCE
OF US AND SOVIE™ EFFORTS TO BRING MATTER BEFORE UN3C.

"6, HONG KONGﬁCOMMUNIST NEWSPAPERS WEN WEI PAO AND TA KWNG PAO

IN COMMENTARIES TODAY BOTH DISPARAGE US ANNOUNCEMENT THAT PATRO!
WILL BE SUSPENDED IN TONKIN GULF, WITH WEN WEI PAO TAKING
POSITION THAT THIS MOVE PROMPTED BY US DESIRE "RELAX OpPOSITION
OF PEOPLE OF WORLD™ RATHER THAN DESIRE TO RELAX TENSIONS,
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CQUMENT: LIAO CHENG-CHINYS STATEMENTS <& US PEOPLE'S DAILY AUG 9
EDITORIAL GO FURTHER THAN ANYTHING THUS FAR IN COM4ITTING PEIPING
TO_EXPRESS SUPPORT OF DRV IN SCHE CONCRETE WAY. THEY SEEM DESIGNED
PRIMARILY TO REMEBY FAILURE OF AUG 6 STATEMENT TO ANNOUNCE ANY
PROHPT OR SPECIFIC MEASURES OF ASSISTANCE, TO PREVENT US FROM
ASSMING IT CAN MAXE FURTHER MOVES AGAINST DRV WITH IMPUNITY, AND
POSSIBLE TO PREPARE PCPULATION FOR MORE DIRECT INyOLVEMENT IN DRy
SECURITY IN FUTURE. e e - ]
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DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEZARCH
- /
- AUG 7 1284
To : The Secretary - G L
Through: S/S W)
From : INR - Thomas L. Hughes ;v
Subject: Scvies feacticn to Toakin Gulf Crisis: Greater Verbal -

gtr\&cng3 ' Commitments

The trend, noted yesterday, toward greater stridency in Soviet

prcpaganda attacks on our actions in the Tonkin Gulf has gathered

some momentum. Equally notable, however, 1s Moscow's continued

failure to commit itself to "ssist the North Vietnamese. A% the

UN, the Soviets today left the burden of the -attack on the US %o

the Czechs.

..

Charge of US Fabrication Repeated. An article in today's

Pravda accusing the US of seeking a casus belli in _the Tonkin Gulf

carries the North Vietnamese charge -- but without comment -- that

the second incident was a "complete fabrication" on Washington's
part. The article also links US action w.th the elections,

asserting that Washington is acting under pressure of the military
and Goldwater. Pravda also printed selected hostile foreign
reactions.
meanwhile, went into the ritual of protesting and demanding a

to US aggression. Instead of the usual expressions of support for

CROU? 4
Downgrads’ ab o year
inter 3
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The Soviet peace and Afro-Asian Solidarity organization

are
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a "vietim", however, the Soviet groups urged "world opinion" to

raise its voice,

Wait-and-See Attitude Maintairsed, Other Sovi~t comment, t00,

remains devoid of the expressions of "support and sympathy" for

the Novr:th Vietnamese which have been standard themes 1n previous
Fast-West crises. On this score, Pravda. acheres strictly to the

line of fthe moderate August 5 TASS staterent and Soviet representative
MorozoVv'!s August 6 Security Council presentation in warning that US
aggressive activities against the DRV can cause a wide military
conflict invelving the most serious conseguances, Khrushchev,

continuing his tour of the USSR, hes still not been heard from on

foreign affeairs.

-

Sinc-Soviet Divergencies. The underlying differences between

Moscow and Peliping -- already evident In Moscow's failure to express
support for the Asian Communists while Pelping insists th

all communist countries must back the DRVA-- was made more explicit
in a Chinese Communist comment Socey on the Security Council (SC)
delibverations. Peiping noted lorozov did not object to SC
consideration of the US complaint againsththe DRV, and charged that
he "refrained from refuting the lie fabricated by the US Government
about US warships having been attackedé by the DRV." DMorozov's
rather per fu‘ctory last-minute speech zt the SC today, in which he
Joined the Czech delegate in attvacking US actions but still called

for more information, may well drzw further Chinese fire.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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convened. This 1s the first reference since the crisis began that

“

Moscowr has made to a conference although *he Czech alluded to it

in the SC to-day. - \

’
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Dear Mr.lVresident,

I deem it necessary to personclly inform you about the
concerr. thit we feel in cornection with the events unfolding
in the Gull of "Monkin.

From the very outset 1 want to nention thai wve lknow about
these events solely from those statements which have been made
fhose deys in Jashington, from the published orders to the

American armed forces, from the reports of the news agences and

o

lso . from the statement, just published, by the spokesman of
the High Command of the Vietnanmcese Pcople's Army concerning the
incident on August 2 in the Gulf of Tonkin. We do not have other
information as yet. One thing is undisputable, however, - the
situation there has sharply deteriorated and militagy conflicts
are toking place near the coast of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and the Chinese People's Republic, in which warships

of the U.S. Navy are participoating as well as milita?y planes
based on American aircraft - carriers. Also obvicus is the
‘seriousness ol these developments - indeed, it is impossible
to rule out that they may mushroom into such proportions and

urn in such a way that it will be difficult to say where they

will stop.



e do not know exactly now just what has happened there. DBut
even irrespective of this the fact remains that the warshipsof

the U.S. Navy have entered the Gulf which cuts deeply into the

territories of the DRV aund the CPR, and that it is from these
_ , . e, . . . :
siiips that fire was opiied and aircraft are being leunched which

eccording to the latest reports, are meking strikes against
' :
cojectives on the territory of the DRV. Suffice it to look at
the mop to convince onesell that except the DRV and the CPR there

~re ne other states the territories of which ajoin the Gulf of

Tonkin and that , consequently, the very fact of introduction

of 4rmerican warships in that Guli wunder any circumstances cannot

he viewed in any other way but as a military demonstration, as a
challenge to the states whose shores are washed by that Gulf.

¥ith 2ll frankness I must say that if these actions of

‘merican warships and air forces parsue the aim of strengthening

somchow the position of the corrupt and rotten South Vietnamese

ime which exists -~ and this is no scecret to anyone - only because

rog

~of the foreign support, then such actions will not achieve the

.given zim. Put to increase the danger of a serious military

conflict - they can.
A question arises before me: have not clouds been deliberately

rkened around the developments in the Gulf of Tonkin ? Is not

Id
[

the influence felt here by those quarters and persons who do not
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conceal their desire to inflamec the passions, to pour oil on ihe
flame zad 16 whose militant frame of mind one should regard witﬁ
greabt caution and restraint ? DBut if this influence is indeed real
and if it has an ear , then .znother, more serious guestion arises -
viiere the present developments can lead to ?

It would be unnecéséary tc speak in detail now about the
enormcus responeibility which ourn two powers bear, you perscnally as
President of the United States and I as Chairnan of the U.S.5.R.
Council-of Ministers, in keeping¢ the peace, in ensuring that dangerous
e&ents whichever area of the glqﬁe they begin with, would not become
first elements in the chain of ever more critical and mayhe irreversible
events. I believe that you should agree with this. And if this is so,
then at this moment it is mosi imporitant to drawv from this necessary
practical conclusions and proceeding from this lofty responsibility
to Ioo* at the sircumstances around the developments in the Gulf of
Torin with maximum objectivity and to again and again wéigh possible
conraquences.,

I would not like here to give play to feelings although this,
in all appearance, is justified by the situetion. Because of lack of

- (] - - » .
relialle information I confine myself to expressing those thoughts

vhich fTollow from the main and undeniable fact, namely, that the

}

wa

H
14

hips and air forces of the United States have taken military actions

in the Gult of Tonkin area.



4.
I want to emphasize itbat no one hes asked the Soviet Government
to address you in connection with the developments near the coast of

the DY and the CPR. If there appears a threst to pcace, I am deeply

convinced thot we should not wait for requests or appeals from anybody

but must act so as to remove thal threat without delay.

I would like 1o hope that on your part there will be shown
nécessary composure and restraint in order to remove the military
tension and stop defiant actions of the American armed forces in the

Gulf of Tonkin area which may lead to an appropriate response from

the otlher side.
S ]
Sincerely,

N. KHRUSIICHEY

August 5, 1964. .

— ‘-_. - .__“1
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s area and that cur cole purpose is to enzhle iz‘wv naticos
thore 1o malntain thelr independency withont ocutslde intervention.

Cur complete withdrawal from Lass {ollowing the agreemeat of 1962,
ebout which T have already communicated with you, is convincing evideace

of the sincarity of cur purpose. Aayiaing you caa do to restrain elther

tha Nerth Vietosmese or Peiping from further recklzse actioa in this

. Sincerely,
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Sp . INFO RUFHJA/USHISSION BERLIN - Lot _wa P
SAT, BT %4 UGS 7 P 4 0p t i
Cyw '&4&.&.2;1_1L4;4»;;-;—ﬁ—t ACTION PRIORITY DEPT(:::)INFO moscow
L (69 BERLIN 143 AUG 7, 8PN ( d
ER v/ \ <,3 L T
YE . DAN SHOOR OF CBS TOLD US LAST NIGHT THAT SOV TaSS -~ 1 :
10 "CORRESPONDENTS IN BONN HAD YESTERDAY SEPARATELY: A \; ,.*.} ]
P INVITED SEVERAL US JOURNALISTS HERE TO JOIN . THEM- ¢1_+v:31:-
ygey AT COFFEE, SOVS HAD TAKEN RATHER AMBIGUOUS LINE, . By
o ‘WHICH ALTERNATELY STRESSED TwO POINTS._A)-1T waS '«q;ﬂ
R 'DECEISIVE IMPORTANCE TO ASCERTAIN FACTS OF FIRST /’ f: =)
it ATTACKS,.IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH WHO WAS GUILITY v &oitirii]
Taa .PaRTY' AND B) SOV .UNION HaD NO waEREsr(ig;eETII s»:.[:
Ch : S ; :. o ' Na - ,
A'E\(';M::'." ~ .. - . ’\ (ﬁ’ ;
NALY PAGE 2 RUFHOL %58 0 NFF+DENT T AL 6///”‘4f*
ATR INVOLVED IN MATTER. THEY ALLUDED.VAGUELY TO S0¥ “~7} %~
e RECORD AT TIME OF RED CHINESE ATTACK ON INDIas IF= . niw!
) PLICATION WAS THAT IF NORTH VIET NaM ATTACKS WERE  iif -t 422
/. BONA FIDE, USSR WOULD AVOID HEAVY INVOLVEMENT. 3 .~
IR P\
THEREAFTER, 'SOVS INQUIRED CLOSELY aS TO WHAT US '!:?,iﬁ’-;’ S
CORRZSPONDENTS WERE. PLANNING TO FILE ON SITUATION. R SR
l ' .
'SCHOOR SAID HE WAS NOT REPORTING STORY IN NEYS, ALTHOUGH i A
‘HE HaD ALERTED HIS EDITORS. HE WAS UNCERTAIN WHETHER .. . j
. ‘LINES WAS DICTATED FROM MCSCOY WITH AIM OF SPREADING : '] -
: *IT, OR WHETHER IT WAS AD HOC GAMBIT TO ELICIT COMMENT, : :
; rRow US NEWSMEN. HE INCLINES TO FIRST INTERPRElaTION.‘.;
§ . "EMBOFF’ALSO TALKED YESTERDAY TO MEYER LANDRUT (SOV i 7 |

N DECT) OF FONOFF, WHO STATED THAT HE NOT YET HEARD OF'.'
' . —ANY LOCAL REACTION FROM SOVIET EdBASSY, BONN. e A
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Recd: 22131 8, 1974
FE : Mo N
FROM:  VIENTIANE 9219 Lene N\
Info %
SS ACTION:  SECSTATE 271 e R
SVN , R T y
G . INFO:  LONDON 132 r,”D\l;/) \
SP MOSCOW SK —— E
; SAIGON 102 — o0
CINCFAC 202 "
SAL TN ;'ﬂ;\"/‘\,}
?gR DATE:  AUBUST 8, 6 P.M. <E§§E:f‘ P
AID - ,./’/’\\
P A o _ N
USIA  EMBOFF HAS HAD FRIENDLY CONTACTS OVER 7AS T HTEEN :;/)
NSC. MONTHS WITH SOVIET SECOND SECRETARY, KOf cgﬂzﬁ_329:>\e.
INR . I ";"'ff./._ o~ g g e
NSA  AFTER LEARNING FROM EM32SSY OFF ICER AUT § OF ZUWTINR IRV
NIC -~ INSTAWLATIONS BY US PLANES, TRIGUIENKG TOLD HIs-THAT IF IRy
R BECAME INVOLVED IN WAR WITH US, USSR WO HAVE T3 AID. Di¥it.
( OTHERWISE, IT WOULD FIND ITSELF IN UNTEHZSLE RCSITICN WITH
ITS ALLIES, SUCH AS CZECHOSLOVAXIA, HE ASED THAT IF US_HAD-
: INDEED BOMEED DN, 1T HAD PLACED USSR IN VERY DIFFICILY -
! POSITION, R
? e

HE LATER SA{D USSR SEFINITELY WANTED LEAVE ITS PCSITION

AS CO-CHAIRMAN 1CC, ARD WANTED MAXE 1T CLEAR £S .'"‘Q"I?fai_:{’T?iK. :
IT WISHED SHARE NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHAT MIGAT &C UR\E‘L-»—/ ‘
LAOS [N FUTURE. USSR HAD AFFROACHED ITS DUTIES AS CO-CH PRMANT
WITH INTENTION FINDING SOLUTION TO LAO FORZLEM, H? L‘VEQ, IT
BECAME APPARENT THAT "US AND THEN COMMUNIST C'-il' AFOVERE NOT

WILLING PERMIT LAOS BE TRULY NEUTRAL. LAG SITUAT lu\

UNFORTUNATE SINCE COUNTRY WAS "ONE PLACE Ii WORLD WHERE USSR
HAD PLAYED IT STRAIGHT WITH US",
GP-3.
UNZER
NAR/22

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 AT 10:L47 aM 8/8
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA, USU:

? oD

P /‘if.){,
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Authonty ” &/ 9‘ -

By,

~

NARA, Date %-2 7

Eforwiiimed by AW/E
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50 LIMITED OFFICIAL USE - -
Adien  CONTROL: 6735  ~ - S . '§§§
syy RECD: - AUG &, 1564 3130PN" . | | L 3
'n‘o : , ' . . . ""- ..."‘\ ' ' o i l .\ '-‘.,' ) {
FROM: MOSCOW ' Y e\ L
SS - . Y \ .
¢ ACTION: SECSTATE 422 IMMEDIATE; : (::;;\*’ ¢ NS
SP . X « M . ' . N
NFO? ONDON 6 5 L "/
sa, N0 LOND N 65 ; - v
EUR DATE3  AUG 8, 8PM : PP ’
FE ' . A\ ‘ \"\
?gA LINITED OFFICIAL USE - A -
: AT T
DAC EMB THIS AFTERNOON RECEIVED BvMESSENGER MFA NOTE 47/USA AUG 8 'u\ .
P TRANSMITTING TEXT TELEGRAM AUG 5 FROM DRV FONMIN TO GROMYKO o
JSIA AND AUG 7 REPLY. NOTE MAKES NO REFERENCE TO 1CC OR CO- CHAIRMANSHIP.
NS¢ REQUESTS EMB FORWARD TELS TO US GOVTe ;-
INR  yANOT TEL, WHICH NOT PUBLISHED HERE REGITES ALLEGED US ATTACKS
CTA  JLY 30 - AUG 2 ON DRV ISLANDS AND INLAND, ALONG LINES DRV - '
NSa PUBLIC STATEMENTS, AND CALLS FOR CO-CHAIRMEN TO REQUIRE OBSERVANCE:
6D  GENEVA AGREEMENTS BY US AND RLG, WHICH CHARGED WITH PERMITTING ..
pzure USE ITS TERRITORY FORATTACKS. GROMYKO REPLY PUBLISHED TODAY'S . :y
"‘%- PRAVDA AND CARRIED TASS THIS MORNING. - | o ‘) .
A?R UNLESS DEPT INSTRUCTS OTHERVISE EMBASSY WILL, /ﬂcconnxuc USUAQﬁ ol

\

A\

NI

h

PRACTICE NOT ACKNOWLEDGE AND WILL POUCH 'PO

CEN AT/USA® T 30 2 L

RO RN

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 8/8/64, 4:00 P.M. -

NO’fE:

E—PT"" L A E)

RELAYED TO WHITE HOUSE 8/8/64, 4:15 P.M.

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

e et - ———

YERO

. X FROM QUICK. COPY



[ AT TIET

IN : MING TELEGRAM Depcz; tment ofStdte/‘R ) 33/432(1

—

44 - LIMITED OFFICIAL_USE 173 Vi ET.
Acllon . Con'trolz 7873 4 p
Rec'd: AUGUST 10, 1954
SVN H:21 PuM.
FROM:  MOSCOW
Info
SS ACTION:  SECSTATE 434 -
G
SP INFO:  LOMDON 70
SAL PARIS 57 d
EUR SAIGON 10
FE : S
10 DATE: - AUGUST 10, 7 F.M. |
P . | o ™~
USIA ' P N
NSC EMBASSY TELEGRAM 337 e
INR © Lo ~
CIA SOVIET PUBLIG PLAY OF FONKIN GULF CRISJY TRICKLE,
NSA HAS REFLECTED APPARENT DETERMI NENT
AS WELL AS NEED TO ESTASLISH RECS : 2 UJE
COMMUNIST WORLD «
ALTHCUGH TONE OF PRESS KRG FOLLOW ING

EARLY TASS3 STATEMENT (REF
EXPRESSION GFFEICIAL VIEW UNY ZELAT HCHEV REMARKS IN
WEEK-END ORZHONINIZDE SPEECH &ALTHOU3H STROMEER THAN TASS
STATEMENT, KHRUSHCHEV LIMITED SELF TO ASSERTION THAT SOVIETS
WILL DEFEND SOCIALIST STATES IF THEY FORCED INTO WAR BY
IMPERTALISTS.

FACT THAT THIS CAME CNLY AFTER HEAT OF CRISIS EVIDENTLY PAST
STRONGLY SUGZESTS HE SPOKE FOR FUTURE RECORD AND IN CONF IDENCE
THAT WORDS WOULD NOT B8E TESTED.

SOVIETS ARE LIKELY RELIEVED AND HOPEFUL THAT CRISIS HAS PASSED,
PROBASLY NOT WITHOUT MIXED FEELIN3S A3 TO ITS CONSEQUENCES FOR
HANOI AND PEKING. )

Blasy,, 2 STOESSEL
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Following is surnmary (based on Soviet Embassy translation) of

q

e , Khrushchev's August 7 reply to Preoiden‘t;;e August 1 letter transmtted |
.’ p Deptel 316 to Moscow (also rptd other”addressees) . '
’ R Khrushchev emresses apprecmtion :for ;“ranlmess Pre31dent's views '
!:. - X o and says he would also be frank, Sitn'a’tiondin Laos cause for concern

’ _ *  and for this reason Soviets pro;;oeed conference be held August. Khrushchev

reaffirms Soviet support and obser'vance agreement reached with President

Kennedy at Vienna and Geneva Agreements which based on it,

AP I
SR G| %o
o ?Reply/ldea Sov1et Unlon should bear speclal responsibility Laos and to

- - .
I-r’Q_‘ ",

call not to w1thdraw from Co—Chair‘nanship, what more can be added to
Sov1et statement July 26?‘ Efforts as Co—Chairman constantly blocked

by actions of others in violation Agreemen_ts. Must admit efforts Co-

. < B R .

Chairmen remain fruitless. NETIIN

Recall that following Vientiane coup:in April situation deteriorated

further. Co—Chairmen made recommendations to restore situation, to renew

B S

cooperation three political forces. v Nothing"done to change situation.

A “ L K . ) 1
Lof . . LT YN . e e
. - - .. : VO
- L .- -
. . . . PR 7 . [
I WL ' .

~ ’ N PO -l
' - Hard to believe USG could not have exerted 1nﬂuence on Souvanna and
-,‘v.n. . - % .—"f"‘, N ’ {,,."'. v.
—Nosavan in order restore situation accordance Geneva Agreements.
ey D TREERET S Increasingly
Drafied by: ' . 4 Tdom.ﬁic transmission nud * . %b) -
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. RS m' * 7.7 PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
. . 'v: . sfs : X 3 A ".,-.‘,
FORM S 392 DECLASSIFIED 4% 1., .Classzfzca,‘,tlzo‘n R AL ]
. Authoritym&\”’gxﬂﬁi&/ 2o SRS '

iy NaiLse 27 ¢ XEROK RO QUICK GOPY

i



{

P:me.__z.__(;f telegram to_ CIZOOLAR = . T v 8 )

e ) — Lt P .
-~ R FTUITIAL : ‘

o e e ¢ e et i < —————

Classification DI oy

. .
- ” . ‘
L.
. .
Y -
«

Increasingly obvious two not three political forces acting in Laos.” "Souvanna

*

Phouma has lost his identity, he has in fact ceased to be the representative of

the neutralist forces.! . ST '::;. S
Although you wrote in principle you do not‘objecé to new Geneva Conference:;;ﬁ»

US puts forth preconditions for such a conference:and;UK and others follow suit.

fhis approach unrealistic. If one side 1nsists on‘precondltions oﬂuer can do |

same, For example one might demand Nosavan pull back hls troops to previous posltions.

Or that situation be restored to that ex1st1ng before coup. Such a view not

unfounded. Such aoproach would clearly make 1mpossib1e convenlng conference., Who
occupied’ o
is to say whose troops/xxzxpx'vhat and when? Impractlcable to advance preconditions

L. -~ .
5 . A

_you recormend, . -'eﬁfﬁh‘: L : o

. . . LA v "‘“"""‘.'-' -
. PN - A

You write this is what Souvanna demands.‘ Do not dispute but would say "from
our standpoint such a demand merely conflrns that Souvanna Pbouma has recently
drifted further away from the position of cooperatlon of the three political forces

and has already ceased to express 1nterests of the neutrallst group which he

represented earller. RIS
. . A 4 e N

You also express doubt Hanoi and Peking will’agree participate in 1ll-nation

conference, They have said ready attendAend even insist conference be convened

urgentl}. Hope US will drop any precondltlons and remove obstacles to convenlng

_~.‘

IR Y ST '__@- -~ T
conference on Laos, Otherwise Soviet Union w111 have to con31der question relin-

qulshing Co-Chairman's functions since they have become anachronism, turned into

Sy o i ?«'*q. e SR
fiction. ;;”’-‘1 N ﬁu-,;ésif‘?”" T,
. ; ..‘ ’ ;_-:\):. 'n‘ Dl - ‘ e _*.-‘ cT e
Difficult view Lao question isolated from other regions of Southeast Asia.
B SN TN . _ ‘US measures I
\ . ' » | ; \_\,_ o RS «_,.j;‘\-‘ _:r. . r‘:‘f - P . .
- .“ N . . - :.._.‘_-' . S v .

. - -‘ ] " ', -~ c O&IHEBPEq; -
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Us measures'escalating military operations inASYN as ﬁell'as dangerous naval ... o

. - . " 1. N B .

- and air operations Gulf of Tonkin do not facilitate’béaceful settlement Laos. = . :
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Authority E.0. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and

1= By N7 TS, NAES, Date Z=22-4 &

Following INR Intellipgence Note sent Secretary today on

Soviet reaction to Tonkin Gulf developments;
Moscow's wary attitude illustraged{by its coverage topay‘s

Ch;Com government statement whidﬁibﬁittéd latter's threatening

1anguaée, including assertion no communist country could sit
.idly by if DRV subjected to aggréSéioﬁ;: None of Soviet comment

so far has promised any degree'ofiSoViéﬁ support to Aslan

Yo L

communists. bMoscow instead has adheréd to formula warning of
Y . . .

possible dangerous consequences ‘and US responsibility for them.

Khrushchev remains on tour Soviet ‘rural areas with no reference

yet to foreign affairs in his publip,rémarks.

toe

While noncommittal on futuréWSoviét courses action, Moscow
nevertheless beginning step up propaganda attacks on US. One
commentator implied President Johnson acted to placate Senator
Goldwater, at Geneva disarmament kaix talks Tsarapkin echoed
‘yesterday'& official statements and acqpsed US of choosing path
of aggression; another.commentary caﬁtrasted US President's
approval test ban annivergary statemeht'calling for negotiatéd

: . Y
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settlements with hils ordering US forceé into action tHhat might

trigger major conflict. :

Seems probable .Moscow will step up pfbpaganda and diplomatic
campaign against US for 1ts actlons. At same time Soviets may .
hope UN Securlty Council discussion, which_they probably urglng

. . ‘_f 3‘.

North Vietnamese attend, will serve?asﬁ?§s£raining Influence on

Aot

eaéihgly uncomfortable

’ 2t

B .
D

all sides involved and thus averﬁ.iﬁéﬁ

r

situation for USSR. P-4
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T PP RUZHCR RUIJIR DECLASSIFIED - QX\L
10 DE RUERDT 452 L7/0110L Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(Ap ad (D) R T T Y :\‘g
P 701507 _TA <7 SV N2
fo  Fif [USiR WELTOREL o NAES, Dateemdemtoln b
ss T RUZRER7 SECSTATE WASKDC - o .
cwn  IEFC RuifJIR/ AYENBASSY SAIGCH ‘ o500 N £
S STATE GRS . 95 G 64 E1Te 2 \\\f
] B’i . ¢ : -— ;_:

SP  GoOoNFI B ENTF-4L ACTICK PRIORITY DEPT (322 |INFO SaIGCN 42
L - FRGY¥ USUY AUG 8, 9 Pi : -
ETUR

E  RE:s VIETN Y
,P,STA SUBSEQUENT TO DRAFT1ING REFTEL NIFLSEN (NORWAY) CALLED TC SAY HE

o KaD ANOTHER LONG CONVERSATION witH HOROZOV (USSR, WOROZOY - RELTER=
NSC ATED AT POUR POINTS USSR WISHED TO REACH AGREENENT. NIELSEN

INR  EXpLaINED POSUTIION ELECTED SC MEMBERS TO Hill AND S4ID US KAD NCT
NSA. ACCEPTED DRV PHRASECLOGY AND FiLT LAST SENTENCEZ waS TQO WERK.

RMR ' TOLD MOROZOV THAT IF HE COUL® ACCEPT TEXT IT WOULD STRENGEH&Y .
YIS KEND WITK US. AS RESULT COCNVERSATICN NIZLSEN 3ELIEVES -

CFN 322.42 6 9 318 E :

USUN‘®S 318 _

PAGE TWO RUZHDT 452 6-O0H#HF+=PFNT I AL -— 3 P
IGROZOV REALLY NOW COMAITTED TO TEXT ALTHOUGH DID MOT USE THCSE

. PRECTSE WORDS. TOLD NIZLSEN UR CONFIDENT WE COULD GIVE HMIM FIRY
. LCREEMENT 1IN MGRNING ON CONDITION USSR ACCEPTED THIS TEXT WITHOUT
CHANET, ' I

-

NIELSEN SAID KE ¥¢D TOLD CZECHS WHEN THEY HAD INDICATED DESIRE TC
SPZzK ON SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE TCHORROW AFTERNOON THAT THIS ALE .
RIGHT BUT PRES'S STATEMENT WQULD HAVE TO STAND WITHOUT COMMERTS

BY ANYCHE. T
o1 \ | | o
CFN GP-4 S R

[ [ g

NOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0 AT 10:56 PM AUGUST 6th.
PASSED WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA AT -11:30 PM AUGUST 6TH.

m REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

XEROX FROM QUICK COPY




Qy polb 2 /( 11ETs

te \AL2Y SO AR 3 b ogy g foare 20 £ ' .
sCOMING TELEGRAM e hasinieirl o Szfaz‘e ) 1,0
‘ o P o i .
N A~ y D
. Vic
30 LIMITED OFFICTAL USE /5>
Action - Coe T . . i | ey~ __ -
"CONTROL: 4551 ' - a —— \
SVN ' RECD: AUGUST 6, 1964 T
-./ TP \1 "".“ L
lnfo i ‘ - , . ) \ PPt
MMWU“ P~ -
S8  FROM3 HOSCOW ) - ) e
‘ .,w""\\ ) — \..f —" (o
SP ACTION:  SECSTATE 3STPRIORITY R R
SAL " L SR A
FUR LINFO2 PARIS 51 G 7
FE k... . LONDOW 61 % N
1o | SAIGON 7 P
>  VIENTIANE 10 T T
5 _
USTA . HONG KONG 3 ' \\
NSC DATE:  AUGUST 6, 5 PM i W
INR _ 'REACTION MOSCOW PRESS AND RADIO TV TO EVENTS—1 GULF TONKIN/. %
CIA = CAUTIOUS THUS FAR. PRAVDA AUG 6 CARRIED TEXTMILD TASS - AU

NSA ;AUGUST 5 SLATEHVNTz DRV MINISTRY DEFENSE AUG 5. _STATEMENT . :
0SD AS WELE AS NUMBER SHORT, FACTUAL NEUS ITEMSe. PRELIMINARY . :
'SAMPLING SOVIET BROADCASTS BY EMBASSY INDICATVS, hOUEUER, .o d

MY THAT MEDIA TREATMENT FOR FOREIGN AUDIENCE CONSIDERABLY = .-
 MAVY  SHARPER THAN LOMESTIC TREATMENT, e
:AIR N

NIC ’IZVV51IYA AUG 5, IN ADDITION DRV MD AUG 5 STAYEMENT, L
. CARRIED ARTICLE BY IZVESTIYA WASHINGTON COhRESPU\D“NT SRt
{' UHICH STRESSED "UNKNOYN" IDENTITY ATTACKING PT BOATS ANE/:
:RMR =QUOTED ALLEGED SPECULATION OF CxZRTAIN WASHINGTON CORRESPONDLQI
\\;’ . THAT UWHOLE AFFAIR MAY BE SAIGON ATTEMPT TO "PULL US DEEPER’ ;
'INTO MILITARY ADVENTUREY,. ) ¥
EARLI‘R EDITIONS PRAVDA, IZVESTIYA AND OTHER CENTRAL PAPERS
; ONLY CARRIED FEW, SHORT, FACTUAL NEWS ITTNS AS SITUATION
’DEVELOPED.

ECOWH"NL. SOVIETS OBVIOUSLY STILL RESPONDING TENTATIVELY

 TO DEVELOPI{IENT (KXHRUSHCHEV'S CABSENCE VOLGA REGIONS MAY BE

. CONTRIBUTORY FACTOR). THIS CLEARLY INDICATED BY TASS AUG

?5 STATEMENT WHICH, IN CIRCUMSTANCES, WE CONSIDER EXTREMELY
‘MILDe STATEMENT Ag BEGINS IMMEDIATEZLY UITH SUBSTANCE WITHOUT -
.SAY IT "AUTHORIZED"j B) STATES HMERELY THAT US AGGRESSIVE o
‘ACTIONS ARE BEING CONDEMNED IN "AUTHORITATIVE SOVIET CIRCLES"; .
AND C) MAKES NO MENTION OF POSSIELE SOVIET RESPONSE. OUR {
.IMPRESSION FURTHER CONFIRMED BY WAIT~-AND-SEE ATTITUDE ADOPTED
'BY SOVIET UN REP WHO FAILED DENOUNCE . US CASE OUT OF HAND.
'FURTHER STRIKING CONFIRMATION PROVIDED LAST NIGHT'S MOSCOW '
.. TV NEWS PROGRAIMSe. EVENING NEUS HAD ORE ANNOUNC&%C&FQQ>US :

X ! ROM THIS COPY 1S

EVROD
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED”

Y

YEROX FROM QUICK COPY



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

-2- 387, AUGUST 6, 5 PM FROM MOSCOW -

"RELEASES IN UNUSUALLY DALANCED TONES, THE OTHER READ HANOI ™)

RELEASZS ~THUS GIVING BOTH SIDIS WHAT COULD BE CONSIDERED |
FAIR AND EQUAL TREATHENT. HOSCOW "NEWS OF VORLD" TV PROGRAM
WAS DEVOTED IN LARGE PART TO SOVIET DESALIMIZATION o
EXPERTS EXTOLLING VIRTUES OF SOVIET-US FRIEMDSHIP AND OF
RECENT DESALINIZATION AGREEMENT. PROGRAM EWDED WITH SHORT,
ALHOST EMBARRASSED, NEYS ANNOUNCEMENT OF SITUATION IN. .. ...-*
GULF_OF TONKIN, _. |

©* STOESSEL

.
A
Jolina ne mmmmemmts

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

=t sa n.‘-..



_ - f@é ,Z/ )//A‘f \S

l_,_ o e
L} M -
B
.

| Rcoums TR Departiment of State K >°°
j
36' . - _CONPEDENTTAL . - - » o

\\ - _ '_’ - ) : o "A-:
Aciion ._ggwmvv Q/A528VV  QMA892BEAS3L - . 0 7 .

SVN. ' RUFG‘\UD RUEHCR . . S H T .

DE RUQMBE 237 86/1853Z S N
e - R 3510217 ZEA , ... 004y 2 ; N
s R ANENBASSY [BEIRUT - S
RUEHCR/ SECSTATE WASHDC . o o v
¢ INFO RUFGYP/AMEM3ASSY PARIS - 6N 6 7 26 o :\R\
Sp ZEN/ AMZMBASSY MOSCOW : , - -

. BT o o
MR o F T T E N T TAL—ACIION DEPNFO PARIS 18 MOSCOW THRE
 FE AUSUST § 12 NOON / .

NEA . . : : : ’ .
. T0 VIST NaW. -
* NS¢ . FRENCH AMBASSADOR PIERRE FALAIZE TRAKSFERRED HERE -

INR RECENTLY AFTER SEVERAL YEARS AS AMBASSADOR LAOS. FOR WHAT
- IT MAY BE WORTH, HE TELLS ME THAT ABOUT TWO YEARS aGO = - .
CIA ,  SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN LAOS TOLD MIM THAT IF MOSTILITIES - . .
0SD BROXE OUT IN INDO CHINESE STATES SOVIETS W OULD o
o7~  LEAVE FIGNTING TO CHICOMS IF RPT IF MILITARY ACTION LIMITED ~
(f/RMR" TO CONVENTIONAL WEAPONRY. HOWEVER, IF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY
= EMPLOYED SOVIETS WOULD BE COMPELLED TO BECOMNE IVVOLUED.-
LSRN 1aae

PASE TYO RUQHBE 287 : -
FALAIZE SAY5 FRENCH AT THAT TIME RECEIVED IDENTICAL

REPORT RE SOVIET POSITION FRON SOVIET SOURGE IN.. ... ..
AUSTRALIA. . MEYER - I

BT - . . S e
» LT : ) ) ) : . : ol

v .
P . t. ‘.'
:‘ 7 [ {
i P » o ]/’

- .'

3 - /

. L/

’ \J

~CONFIPENETAL - . B REPRODUCT)ON FROM THIS COPY IS

: L onom;mgo UNLESS *“UNCLASSIFIED"
DECLASSHIED ‘ | k/ |

E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.4

By NARA, Date_7* 34 _ TR XEROX FROM QUICK COPY o

-



R L e e : PN
S e “ C o T 02 2 Ul
(\qrﬂ[‘-ran — D C A. i - s o -\ R

BRI Y NPV | F{ZLE QAFA epal.tnlent O.l _L ! o e (‘,_.. )
. fﬁpﬁ:éf.‘oa cofucf”‘ , S )( K FO /,.. .33" é {/‘/‘. Ty
LT _LDTED ORICIALUSR o
*"J;.';i-‘:? - - O I"" o Classification . . / 9 e ;'4 o ,/L’ -
e UL ~ et ’ . SR R A ;-- . . " 4
i, ©w ] ACTION: Aroxbassy MSCOH 35 7. Rt EER S
IS AT E IR L ' ) . g9 - 7 13 b o
:.‘_' ——l:lvn N -,’.:. 4 ‘ X “’.. T .[ ‘ .

o »v,‘_;‘.'i;,-.,_-. FYI: sumnary of portion of INR x.*auorandm on roacuicns to US Btr‘! b) '
I N :'“. ‘l" Ve :. A .

_— .
Y .'»v

S

-

Af‘cer ooni‘in_ng itse,mf for so-—) elmtce*l hcura to rcpornma evcnts ca

e
>
v,
\
L
h o
i
¥

b:\ais US an d DRV nsm stodes, Moscow i:sucd LASS stabar:enu I on Aurrusu 5,‘-j §
s ‘ ' J ., ,, A ,‘ "‘ ' "-.i‘...‘ 4 r . r" l . P . [ '

oondsrming US ac"io*xs 1n rathar rout,im i‘aduon bat ev:g.dtng issue of X'bx.ch v =

_ ‘side t«ook initiatﬁve :m Tomcin Gul? 1n»1@ants. .LAS:: wa.rnad of dangoroua "

T Yy VT 1 Pty ’“.-'v,.",-.,-
' consoquencaa for uh;loix US vcu.td be respon"ib.te, buu rei‘ra.ined from a.ny direc &
) cxprossion of suppo*t fox: DRV_- "‘ : L

"'—;-_ : <
'l - ,l RE

Same ganaral c:..utlon an:l restra_mt ch(_.racterlzcd speech by zov' (Vuu

“ . . ,-r.. -
S L n:,_.' F

condsmning US actions and port*aylng t‘xm as aggrassim, he atres=od Decd for

)
.,. 4..

& .Q,,

of de‘berioration So"iet rela ions wit.h As:!.an ccman:l.sf; rqgires in that 1t‘ ? -
o : "‘:j" AR ‘\..,2,« : f"‘ Y.. ; .1‘ -

failed to denounce US case as pack of lies,, sons u:'linf’ ﬁhich would hava baen

*ﬁ'_‘", 53 e

reflex action in earlfez: Efa}‘a,,-_, ste

..‘n"

w,

N n,k.t 3 't .2-_“ '\b'
d:lscnssion, si‘.ressing severgl
I LR 1 ,'. .. 'u 2 . . ® 5 sf
conaideratiou US complain .. I'bsco': prés'&mably hopes US wi.u. be restrained from
Fiw e TR e T 'w« ekt N e . l
e .4 ',q_ -u : .m~ x . . &

ther nd.lita.ry action Tiuring cou'se of UN discﬁésioﬁ.' EE{D Gl‘-z

R e @m
S claumu’ron upwov-d byy . mR/RSB Falm.ut S
" . 7 g e ettt g '\} ,'.'...1\-»-4 . . ; { ;

B qv ‘q.

. COPY 1S PROHIBITED
'UNI.ESS “UNCLASSIFIED"

I-'-nu v;p»: f’:‘.r‘ J.‘ YR

PORE RIS RS Ga R

XEROX FROM QU[CK copv !







/8/ 7[:,,@

capm——

EPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

S/5-11448 August 7, 196/
—GONPEBENTEAL

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY -%
THE WHITE HOUSE

éubject: Law of the Sea
Attached is a memorandum on the law of the sea as it applies

in the Gulf of Tonkin, which has been prepared at the request of
Mr. Bromley Smith.

Benjamin H. Rea
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Memorandum dated
August 7, 1964, DECLASSIFIED

Authority )& —y2- 75 Lo
By_c.f2 —, NARS, Date_£=28-82
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August 7, 1964

IAW OF THE SEA -- GULF OF TONKIN

Geography

The Gulf of Tonkin is an arm of the South China Sea bounded
on the north, east and west by Communist China, including Hainan
Island, and North Viet-Nam. Between the Chinese mainland (Luichow
Peninsula) and Hainan Island is Hainan (Kiungchow) Strait, about
which more later. The Gulf is roughly 135 miles wide by 190 miles
long. At its south entrance it is approximately 126 miles wide,
between Hainan Island and the North Viet-Nam coast. (All refer-
ences to miles in this memorandum are to nautical miles.)

Territorial Sea

Communist China claims a 12-mile territorial sea., North Viet-
Nam has given no official indication as to its claims with respect
to the breadth of the territorial sea. It has, however, claimed
that our vessels, which were beyond the 3-mile limit, had entered
its territorial waters. 1In view of this assertion and the fact
Communist countries regularly claim a 12-mile territorial sea, we
cannot proceed upon the assumption that it maintains the 3-mile
territorial sea, which it had when it was French territory.

The United States considers that there is no obligation on it
under international law to recognize territorial sea claims in excess
of the traditional 3-mile limit and it is its policy to protest uni-
lateral claims to a territorial sea in excess of that limit. However,
the legal situation with respect to the breadth of the territorial
sea can only be described as chaotic., Three times in this century
world conferences have failed to reach agreement on the subject. The
Second Law of the Sea Conference held at Geneva in 1960 under United
Nations auspices came closest to agreement failing by one vote of the
necessary two-thirds majority to approve a proposal by the United
States and Canada for a 6-mile territorial sea plus a 6-mile exclu-
sive fishery zone. In the existing legal situation two things are
certain: all States are entitled under international law to at
least a 3-mile territorial sea; claims to a territorial sea in
excess of twelve miles are without foundation in international law.
The legal status of claims in excess of 3 miles and not in excess
of 12 miles is highly controversial. (Different States claim 4, 6,
9, and 12 miles respectively.) The two sizable groups are the 3-mile

and
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and- 12-mile groups. The latter group is growing due to the adherence
of newly formed States in Africa., If the question of the width of
the territorial sea were to be presented to the International Court
of Justice, we could not count on the Court upholding the 3-mile
limit,

High Seas

The waters of the Gulf of Tonkin outside of the territorial
belts of Communist China and North Viet-Nam must be regarded as
high seas since they do not qualify as internal waters under any
rules of customary international law as now codified in the Con-
vention on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguous Zone adopted at
Geneva in 1958. Under the principle of freedom of the high seas,
the vessels of all nations enjoy freedom of navigation in such
waters, Warships on the high seas are not subject to the juris-
diction of any State other than the flag State. There is also
freedom of flight over the high seas for the aircraft, military
or civil, of all States.

Historic Waters

We are not aware of any claim to the waters of the Gulf of
Tonkin as historic waters., There has not been time for thorough
research of this question but it is being looked into and we will
have a report shortly. On the other hand, there is no reason for
believing that the factors on which a claim to waters as historic
waters must be based exist in the case of the Gulf of Tonkin,

Hainan Strait

This body of water which separates the mainland of Communist
China from Hainan Island, connects the South China Sea and the Gulf
of Tonkin and thus forms the eastern entrance to the Gulf. It
varies between 10 and 11 miles in width and is some 40 miles long.
Communist China claims the waters of the Strait as "China's inner
sea™ (State Council Order of June 28, 1964). Under Communist
Chinese regulations foreign military vessels are not allowed to
transit the Strait and foreign non-military vessels must request
permission to pass through it and must comply with the regulations
for passage if such is granted. Further research is now under way
to determine whether there is any foundation for the Chinese claim

that
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that the Strait consists of inland waters, If it does not, this
body of water constitutes an international strait through which
all vessels, military and non-military, have a right of innocent

passage.

b
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY <§
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Law of the Sea

Attached is a supplemental memorandum on the law of the seca
as it applies in the Gulf of Tonkin. OQur original memorandum
on this subject was dated August 7, 1964.

Y
(l‘ %C?X ) 13%
; f e ) ,.WW
Grant G. H111 iker
Acting Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Memorandum dated
August 18, 1964,

DECLASSIFIED

Authority PG &6-12-77 BZlre
W e

By_sg? ., NARS, Date_Z
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August 18, 1964

1AW OF THE SFA -- GULF OF TONKIN )R a
. -

Historic Waters

A search of the Department's records and those of the National
Archives has disclosed no information of any Chinese claims to the
Gulf of Tonkin as "historic waters'" of China,

Hainan Strait

On September 4, 1958 the Govermment of the People's Republic of
China issued a statement on territorial seas in which it claimed a
territorial sea 12 miles in width measured from straight base lines
betwéen various points on the coast (not specified) and the "peripheral
islands'"., The statement specifically claimed certain islands within
these base lines as islands of China's inner seas. It also specific-
ally claimed Hainan Strait as an inner sea of China. On the same date,
in answer to press queries on the announcement, a Department of State
spokesman indicated that these claims to offshore islands were an
obvious attempt to cloak the aggressive purposes of the Chinese Com-
munists., He also indicated that the United States Government has
never recognized any 12-mile territorial sea claims.,

At a news conference on September 9, 1958, Secretary Dulles,
in reply to a question concerning the Chinese Communist claims, said
that the United States Government did not accept the extension of
territorial waters to 12 miles for the Chinese Communists or anybody
else. He described this as "a grab'".

At the eighty-second ambassadorial level meeting with the Chinese
Communists, which took place at Warsaw on October 25, 1958, Ambassador
Beam told the Chinese Communists' representative that the United States
could not accept the unilateral declaration of September 4, which he
asserted was a clear violation of widely accepted principles of inter-
national law.

The Chinese Communist claims have been rejected by the United
Kingdom, Japan and probably other countries.,

In view of the above official actions, it is believed unnecessary
that any further action concerning the Chinese Communist regulations
of June 29, 1964 regarding Hainan Strait is required from a legal
standpoint, even though the above official declarations did not deal
specifically with that Strait. It is considered that such declarations
constituted a repudiation of the whole Chinse Communist claim, set
forth in the statement of September 4, 1958,

DECLASSIFIED
Autholiity_RAC /1703 '4 CONFIDENTIAL

By 4ce NARA,Date 58 58
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 24, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. JENKINS

Your summary of the Leadership meeting of August 4 gives
me everything | need, and it bears out the recollection of
others present. I am sure that on this basis we can deal
with Halleck sharply as and when we need to.

Many thanks.

McG. B.

>



The White House

WASHINGTON

August 21, 196.4

Mac:

If you want me to, | will dictate all
of the notes. | only put excerpts of
the people that you mentioned, but I
cannot find anything that remotely
bears out the charge that was made.
This particular sublet was gone in
more fully at the Security Council
than at the leadership meeting.

W alter

b e



SUMMARY OF LEADERSHIP MEETING AUGUST 4, 1964

The meeting opened with the President complaining
about reports on the tickers about the meeting being held and
stating that ""the facts we would like to present to you are
to be held in the closest confidence and are to be kept in this
room until announced. ” Halleck said: "I did not tell a damn
person.” The President said: "l know no one did, but it is
on both tickers anyway. We have to be very careful. Please
don't discuss what goes on i:i this room. "

Then at the President's request. Secretary McNamara
gave a briefing on what was planned. The President then asked
Secretary Rusk to give a report on the political situation. The
President then a.sked Mr. McCone to give his estimate of any
enemy action that might be expected--what response there
might be.

On being questioned by Senator Russell, General
Wheeler discussed tlae type of anti-aircraft installations that
were in the area. After some discussion with Fulbright,
Aiken, and Hickenlooper Mansfield read a paper expressing
general opposition. Then Hickenlooper and Rusk had a discussion
comparing this situation with the Cuban situation. Following some
conversation with Secretary Rusk by Mrs. Bolton and Senator
Saltonstall, Senator Aiken asked for Mr. McCone to give informa-
tion on the provocation, if any. McCone explained the activity
in the area prior to the attack. The President then asked General
Wheeler to report on the recommendations of General Taylor in
Viet Nam. Senator Russell then asked if we were sure '"that we
had enough stuff to do this job"™ and commented he did not want to
do it half way. McNamara reiterated the extent of the equipment in
the area.

Senator Russell then asked how many sorties were planned
and Secretary McNamara then said: "We have issued orders for
only a single night's action. These orders are already in being,
Russell asked if the attack would be in daylight over there
and McNamara replied: "our attacks will be in daylight hours. "

DECLASSIFIED
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Senator Russell expressed the hope that they would
keep going until they get the last one of the bases. Saltonstall
expressed agreement that we had no choice after we had
been attacked twice. The President then said as follows:

"We thought there were two decisions to take.
After we were attacked yesterday and today and nine torpedoes
were shot at our destroyers forty miles on the high seas we had
to answer that attack. There are four bases where they use
these boats. There is a relatively small civilian population
around them. We can tuck our tails and run, but if we do these
countries will feel all they have to do to scare us is to shoot
thelAmerican flag. The question is how do we retaliate.
We have worked out this plan on these four bases. There have
been many discussions and recommendations by people in the
country that we go into this the northern area and not allow them
to murder us from bases of safety. These boats came from
these bases and have been shooting the American ships.

"1 think | know what the reaction would be if v/e tucked

our tails. | thought | should get the Security Council and get the
leadership and after the orders are executed I would plan to make
a statem.ent something like this. ™ The President then read the

proposed statement. Senator Saltonstall pointed out that the
word "limited"™ was used three times in the statement and
suggested that the word "determined"™ be substituted for it and let
the limitations speak for themselves. The President said:

"We want them to know we are not going to take it lying down

but we are not going to destroy their cities and v/e hope we can
prepare them for the course we wasii follow&ii. "

Saltonstall said: ™l agree wdth what you are doing. "
Mrs. Bolton said: "I would do it. Keep them a little bit in the
dark on what we will do. "™ Secretary Rusk said: "I think there
is some advantage in not leaving in doubt that we are not doing
this as a pretext for a larger war. | think the time factors

involved are important. We have not had a chance to discuss
this with all the Governments that will have to be consulted. "

Senator Hickenlooper said: "I agree that the word
'limited' should not be used three times. " The President
then suggested a change in the word saying "our responses for
the moment will be limited, " Senator Dirksen said; "If | had it
to do | would put our references to the word 'limited’ in deep
freeze. It connotes we would be like sitting ducks. We should
make it clear we would meet every enemy threat. "
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Senator Dirksen then pointed out that the newspaper
people knew about the meeting just as soon or before he did.
Secretary McNamara pointed out the importance of keeping
security because the northern Viet Namese could use the
boats and their 'defenses' could be alerted. "

Congressman Halleck then said: "If we are going
to have it, it has to be overwhelming. ™ He indicated a desire
to hear from the Speaker and the Majority Leader. There was
then a discussion of Korea where there was no resolution and
Formosa and the Middle East where there were resolutions.
Senator Hicken looper said "It seems to me there should be
no doubt as to whether the President should have the right to
order the armed forces into action. Itis my own personal
feeling that it is up to the President to prepare the kind and
type of resolution he believes would be proper. It is up to
Congress to see whether they will pass it or not. | have no
doubt in my mind that concrete action would be taken. ™

The President said: "I had that feeling but felt I
wanted the advice of each of you and wanted to consult with you.
We felt we should move with the action recommended by the
Joint Chiefs, but | wanted to get the Congressional concurrence.
I think it woiild be very damaging to ask for it and not get it. "

The President then said: "We will probably make some
changes in it. 1 don't ask you to draft the message. We have
taken the resolutions you have had in the past. | don't think any
resolution is necessary, but I think it is a lot better to have it
in the light of what we did in Korea.

The Speaker said: "l think Congress has a responsibility
and should show a united front to the world. ™ Halleck said:
"The President knows there is no partisanship among us. Are
we getting fouled up here on something we could put off? There
was' never any hesitation when we had the deal about Cuba. |
was the first to speak up and say Mr. President count me in. "

The President said: "We can pret“™well work out a
good resolution with a minimum of "i wanted to see if you
felt it was/wile thing to do. "

Hickenlooper said: ™I think the resolution is appropriate
and proper, but I doubt you shotild mention the resolution in your
remarks this evening. ™
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The President said: "I did not plan to mention it. ”
The President then said "l have told you what | want from you.
He then went around the table to each person and made
an expression of support one way or another.

Saltonstall and Russell expressed he hope that
the. President could make the United Nations more effective

in fields like this. Halleck said: "I think it will be passed
overwhelmingly. As far as | am concerned | have made my
position clear here and in all other cases. Aiken said; "By

the time you send it up there won't be anything for us to do
but support you."
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NOTES TAKEN AT LEADERSHIP MEETING ON AUGUST 4, 1964
(McNamara's and Rusk's statements not included)

The meeting opened with the President stressing
the secrecy of the meeting and pointing out that the tickers
already had about the meeting. The President said:

"The facts we would like to present to you are to be held
in the closest confidence and are to be kept in this room
until announced. I

Hallegk: "I did not tell a damn person. ”

President: ™l know no one did, but it is on both tickers anyway.

We have to be very car eful. Please don't discuss what goes on
in this room. "

At the President's request, Secret»-ry McNamara
gave a briefing on what was planned. The President then
asked Secretary Rusk to give a report on the political situation.
The President then asked Mr. McCone to give his estimate of
any enemy action that might be expected--what response there
might be.

On being questioned by Senator Russell, General
Wheeler discussed the type of anti-aircraft installations that
were in the area. After some discussion with Fulbright, Aiken,
and Hickenlooper, Mansfield read a paper expressing general
opposition. Then Hickenlooper and Rusk had a discussion
comparing this situation with the Cuban situation. Following
some conversation with Secretary Rusk by Mrs. Bolton and
Senator Saltonstall, Senator Aiken asked for Mr. McCone
to give information on the provocation, if any. Mr. McCone
explained the activity in the area prior to the attack. The
President then asked General Wheeler to report on the recom-
mendations of General Taylor in Viet Nam.

Senator Russelll' Are we sure that we have enough stiiff to do this
job. We do not want to do it half way. "

Secretary McNamara : "We have issued orders for only a single
night's action. These orders are already in being. "

Senator Russell: ™l notice you do not mention the submarine.
Does anybody know what kind of anti-sub warfare is in that area?"
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The submarine can come nearer disguising itself.”

HickenlooperDo | understand the reasoning behind your
analysis on one phase is that if we do not do something
here then the Communist forces will be in a position to
deal from strength in any proposed settlement. If we do
react, it may put us in a position to deal from strength. ”

Russell: "That is part of the problem. | notice in the papers
that they came to the wrong conclusion about what v/e are
willing to do. Much more serious. "

Fulbright: "Are they expected to enlarge these projections?"
Rusk: '"Maybe you have seen some of the broadcasts. They

are highly inaccurate. Have not talked about what did happen
but about what did not happen. ™

Fulbright: " What bases do you propose to destroy ?Haifong ?"

McNamara: " Np, we are not destroying anything in the Haifong

Aiken: "You spoke of airplanes. Do we conclude they are
airplanes. Viet Nam has no combat aircraft. Communist China
will, move combat aircraft in. ™

Russell: "There are some Chinese Communists perhaps in a
nearby area."

McNamara: "There are four bases in North Vietnam.

Russell; "How many sorties are planned. Will the attadft be in
daylight over there?"

McNamara: Our attacks will be in daylight hours.

Senator Russell expressed the hope that they would
keep going until they get the last one of the bases.

Saltonstall: "Just asked the Secretary to show me that paragraph
again. Doesn't ask any other nations to join with us at all.
We would have to go alone. Other nations could say - go to it."

Saltonstall expressed agreement that we had no choice
after we had been attacked twice.
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President: "We thought there were two decisions to take.

After we were attacked yesterday and today and nine torpedoes
were shot at our destroyers forty miles on the high seas we had
to answer the attack. There are four bases where they use
these boats. There is a relatively small civilian population
around them. We can tuck our tails and run, but if we do

these countries will feel all they have to do to scare us is to
shoot the American flag. The question is how do we retaliate.
We have worked out this plan on these four bases. There have
been many discussions and recommendations by people in the
country that we go into this the northern area and not allow them
to niurder us from bases of safety. These boats came from
these bases and have been shooting the American ships.

"l think | know what the reaction would be if we tucked
our tails. | thought I should get the Security Council and get
the leadership and after the orders are executed | would plan
to make a statement something like this." The President
then read the proposed statement.

Saltonstall: "Three times in that little statement you used
the word ‘'limited. * Why not use the word 'determined’ and
let the limitation speak for itself.

President: "We want them to know we are not going to take
it lying down but we are not going to destroy their cities and we
hope we can prepare them for the course we will follow. "

Saltonstall: "l agree with what you are doing. Pf you put it in,
someone will pick it up. "

Mrs. Bolton: "I would do it. Keep them a li' le bit in the
dark on what we will do. ™

Secretary Rusk: "l think there is some advantage in not leaving in
doubt that we are not doing this as a pretext for a larger war.

I think the time factors involved are important. We have not

had a chance to discuss this with all the Governments that will
have to be consulted. "

Hickenlooper: "l agree that the word ‘limited' should not be
used three times. ™

The President then suggested a change in the word saying
"our responses for the moment will be limited. "
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Fulbright: "How the Secretary has made the projection is
important. Could go on for several days. Think you should
leave it in for the moment. ”

Dirksen: "If | had it to do | would put our references to the

word ‘limited™ in deep freeze. It connotes we would be like

sitting ducks. We should make it clear we would meet every
enemy threat. "

Senator Dirksen then pointed out that the newspaper
people knew about the meeting just as soon or before he did.
Secretary McNamara pointed out the importance of keeping
security because the northern Viet Namese could use the
boats and their 'defenses’ could be alerted.

Halleck: "If we are going to have it, it has to be overwhelming. "
He indicated a desire to hear from the Speaker and the Majority
Leader. There was then a discussion of Korea where there was
no resolution and Formosa and the Middle East where there

were resolutions.

Hickenlooper: "It seems to me there should be no doubt as
to whether the President should have the right to order the
armed forces into action. Itis my own personal feeling

that it is up to the President to prepare the kind and type of
resolution he believes would be proper. Itis up to Congress
to see whether they will pass it or not. 1| have no doubt in my
mind that concrete action would be taken. ™

President: "I had that feeling but felt | wanted the advice

of each of you and wanted to consult with you. We felt we
should move with the action recommended by the Joint
Chiefs, but I wanted to get the Congressional concurrence.

| think it would be very damaging to ask for it and not get it. "

President: "We will probably make some changes in it. |
don't ask you to draft the message. We have taken the
resolutions you have had in the past. | don't think any
resolution is necessary, but I think it is a lot better to have
it in the light of what we did in Korea. "
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The Speaker: "l think Congress has a responsibility
and should show a united front to the world. "

Halleck; "The President knows there is no partisanship
among us. Are we getting fouled up here on something

we could put off? There was never any hesitation when we
had the deal about Cuba. | was the first to speak up and
say Mr. President, count me in. "

President: "We can pretty well work out a good resolution
with a minimum of doctoring. | wanted to see if you felt it
was the wise thing to do. '™

Hickenlooper: "I think the resolution is appropriate and proper,
but I doubt you should mention the resolution in your,remarks
this evening. "

President: "I did not plan to mention it. | have told you what
I want from you. ™

The President then went around the table to each
person and made an expression of support one way or another.

Saltonstall: "I hope you can make the UN a little more

effective. "

Russell: "l share that hope. "

Halleck: ™I think it will be passed overwhelmingly. As far as

I am concerned, | have made my position clear here and in all cases,
Fulbright:" ™I will support it. ™

Aiken: "By the time you send it up there won't be anything for
us to do but support you. "
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ACFMA FOR MEETIHG wlTH THS
CCNGRSSSIONAI® hmDERS

Au'iist4, 1964

1. Beport on Maddox action tlie Seci-etary of D-sianse.

2. Political sitaatioa report by the Seci-etnry of State, to iaclu<le botli
mesinhi® of ths present situatioa and diplomatic step3 beiag taken.

3. iijxiofdiato m ilitary pl™a o.i action - Ss&x-etAry of defense
4. JlGcuasion led by ths I-resideat ais'ied tov/ard the qusatioa. of
Congressional resolatiosi -- te:ct to be presejitod cud t-;Epiaii:ed by

the Secrel'ary of Etat®.

3. Discusaioa of what ieadei-sMp w ill say about this m«”eting.



Coogr-€S©@lo«ai delegation at /mgmst 4 MeetlRg with Pjfeoldeat

' Speaker McCormack
| 1Senator Maasfiald
U * Ssnatop Humphroy
j Senator Fulbright
% Senator KusscH
|  Sdaator Dirksea
7 Seaato? Kuchcl
5 Senator Kickeclooper
Senator SaitoaetaU
N Senator Aiken
> Coagressmas/ilbert
Coisgrescmaa Visisoa
( Ccmgrecetnaa Thomas Morgaik
< CoiJgreasinaa Haileck
~ Congressman i“rends
Coagressmaa Boltea






NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)

WASHINGTON, D.C. - 20301

NO. 570-61"
Oxford 53201 (Info.)
FOR 03IE i*RESS: Axigust it-, 196k Oxford 73189 (Copies)

The following statement was issued today by Assistant Secretary
of Defense Arthtir Sylvester;

"A second' deliberate attack was made during darkness "by an m -
determined number of North Vietnamese FT boats on the USS MADDOX
and USS C. TURKEE JOY while the two destroyers were cruising in
company on routine patrol in the Tonkin Gulf in international -waters
about 65 miles from the nearest land. The attack came at 10:30 P.M.
local time (10:30 A.M., Avigust K, Washingtcsi time.)

"The FT boats were taken under fire by the destroyers and there-
after by attack aircraft from the TICONDEROGA and the (X)NSTEILLATION.
"The attackers were driven off with no U.S. casualties, no

hits and no damage to either destroyer.

"1t is believed that at least two of the FT boats were simk and

two others damaged.”

END
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HONORASLE ROBERT S. MIIAMARA
SECRETARY OF DSmiSE

* * % * *

THE PEITAGON

* * * % *

WDImSDAY. AUGUST 5, 196"

1?7:02 AM

SECRETARY MclIAMARA:  E arlier tonight the President told the nation
the United States \rould take appropriate action to re?;pond to the Xxinprovoked
attacks on U S naval veF;selr- by torpedo boats o!" ITorth Vietnara | can tell
you that some of that action has already taken piere U S naval aircraft
fron the rar®'le'™? TICOI'DEROGA and CONSTELLATION® these carrier-? operating in
th"” Gulf of Tonkin where ou™ de?”troyer® had undergone tvo deliberate attack”
in ini'e--national vate'”?; have already conductec’ air -"trikes against the North
Vi??tname'-e bare'-' from vhirh these PT boats ha™e operated Our naval aircraft
have el”o ronducted strike'- against certain othe™ targetf' vhich have directly
supported the operat'Jon of the PT boats  Furthermo™e ~in viev of the unpro-
voked attack'-, the deliberate attacks in international vaterr, on U S naval
forcel=i the United States has taken the precaution o” moving subfrtantial mi-
litary reinforcements to Southeast Asia from our Pacific baseg.

In addition we are also sending reinforcements to the Western
Pacific from bases in the United States I think vo.. can understand it is
not wise at the present time for me to identify these forces or to list
tne detailed strength ol these movements, but I can assure yo.. that the
movements/ar3 appropriate to the provocation.

Now I vould like to review briefly in chronological order of the
xinprovoked attacks which t.jok place today, Aug”st “th, on OLr vessels
operating in international waters in the Gulf cf Tcnkin.

You will recall that the destroyer MADDOX operating in those
waters on Sunday, was attacked by three PT boa”s. The President instructed
us to add the destroyer TURNER JOY to the patrol being carried out by the
MADDOX, and since that time the two vessels have operated on patrol in those
waters. You'll see their course on this map.

Here is the southern portion of China, the coast of North Vietnam,
down to the 17th parallel, below which, of course, is South Vietnam. This is
Hainan Island, possessed by Communist China. The course "of our destroyers is
here, operating 30, kO to 60 miles off the coast of North Vietnam in
international water, moving southward.

MORE



At 7:U0 P.M., August 7:70 P.M. local time, Vietnamese time,
August Hh, the MADDOX at about this position (indicating) reported radar
contact with unidentified surface vessels who were paralleling its course,
paralleling the track of both the TURNER JOY and the MADDOX

At 8:36 P.M., by vfhich time it was about in this position (indicating)
the MADDOX established two new radar contacts with two unidentified surface
vessels and three unidentified aircraft. At this time U. S. fighter
aircraft were launched from the carrier TICONDEROGA, which was also
operating in the Gulf of Tonkin. These fighter aircraft were launched to
rendezvous with the MADDOX and TURNER JOY, and provide air cover to them.

At by which time the MADDOX and JOY had advanced south to ]
approximately this point (indicating), the unidentified aircraft had |
disappeared from the destroyers' radar screens and the surface vessels A
were .remaining at a distance. By that time, the aircraft from the USS
TICONDEROGA had arrived over the destroyers and they commenced defensive
patrol- over them.

By 9:30> the destroyers were at this point (indicating) and at this
time the initial attack occurred. Additional vessels had by now appeared
mon the MADDOXS radar screen, and these vessels were observed to close
very rapidly on the destroyers at speeds in excess of ifO knots. The
attacking surface vessels continued to close rapidly from both the west
and the south.

By 9:52, the MADDOX and the TURNER JOY had continued south to
approximately this point (indicating), and they reported they were under
continuous torpedo attack and were engaged in defensive counterfire.

By 10:15 they had advanced approximately to here (indicating). They
were reporting they were avoiding torpedoes and that they had sunk one of
the attacking patrol craft.

At 10:U2, the destroyers reported they had evaded additional
torpedoes and had sunk a second of the attacking patrol craft. Other
aircraft from the TICONDEROGA had arrived overhead and joined the
defensive patrol.

At 10:52 the MADDOX reported the destroyers were again under attack.
At midnight, by which time the vessels were in this position (indicating).

MORE !



the destroyers reported ~hey had suffered no hits,, no casuaiities, and that
the defease aircraft from the TICONDEROGA were illuminating the area and
attacking the etiemy surface craft.

At 12:32, at which time they were at this point (indicating)
the patrol reported that an additional enemy craft was believed to have
been sunk, and that low ceilings, poor weather, was beginning to hamper
the aircraft operations.

At 12:5~, the TUEHNER JOY, one of the tvro destroyers, reported
that during the engagement, in addition to the toipedo attacks, the
destroyer had been fired upon bj automatic weapons while being
illuminated by search lights.

At 1:30 a.m., by which time the destroyers were in this
position (‘indicating) they reported the attacking craft had apparent-
ly broken off the engagements The 'mDDOX and TCIRIER JOI were directed

to resume their normal and routine patrol operations, and they are
continuing them at the present time.

Now, | will endeavor to answer your cuestions.

QUESTION; Sir, was there anything else ever seen or heard
from the unidentified aircraft?

SECRETARY MC NAI-"R4: No. The unidentified aircr3ft did not
participate in the attack and at this moment, ve have no f\irther
information regarding them.

CJESTION; In which direction did they disappear?

SECRETARY MC NAHIARA | csn’t tell you. There was no further
information on them.

QUESTION: Can you name the bases in North Viet Nam that were
attacked?

SECRETARY MC MMABA: No. | cannot.

QUESTION: W ill you name them before the Communists do?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA:  We w ill name them at a time appropriate
to the safety of our forces. It would be inappropriate to neire them
at this time The attack is continuing at present.

QUESTION: Can you tell us how many bases?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. Until such time as the attack is
completed, it would be unwise to comment further or to identify the

areas being attacked.

QUESTION: Can you tell us if the atxack is currently underway?



SECRETARY MC NAIHIAPA: It is currently undei-May.

QUESTION: You made a distinction between Korth Viet Kara and
certain other support facilities?

SECRETARY MC I simply v/anted to distinguish between patrol
craft bases themselves and certain suppor.'tins installations which might
be separated geographically from the mooring points of the craft but in
North Viet Kara.

QUESTION: There is no question that we attacked any other place
but North Viet Ham?

SECRETARY MC NAIHIARA  None whatsoever.
QUESTION; Can you say if we are attacking Hanoi?

SECRETARY MC NAI/IARA Wk are not attacking Hanoi. We are
attacking only the patrol craft bases and certain associated
logistical facilities.

QUESTION: In that area?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Not in the area of Hanoi. But in Korth
Viet Nam.

QUESTION: The same area as the patrol craft?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: In the same area as the patrol craft
are moored but separated physically from the mooring point.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, can you tell us when the attack has
been completed, what orders the entire group has in tliis area?

SECRETARY MC NAYWARA: We will only be able to tell you such

information as will not reveal future plans or in any way jeopardize our
future operations.

QUESTION: >7hat I mean is, will they go back to the standing
orders which they had?

SECRETARY MC NAIARA: It will depend on circumstances at the
time.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, has the alert status of the United
States forces around the world been increased?

SECRETARY MC NA-IARA  Only such units are are being alerted for
reinforcing moves.

QUESTION: Has there been any long range alerts to any portion
of defense industrial base at all?

SECRETARY MC NAI-IARA: No, none.



QUESTION: Sir, were all the attacks from the two carriers?

SECRETARY MC NALIARA: Yes. The only aircraft participating in the
strikes are aircraft from the TICOUDEROGA and the COITSTELIATION.

QUESTION: You, | think, said that the carriers were in the
Gulf of Tonkin?

SECRETARY MC NAHARA:  Yes.
QUESTION: They have moved up. They are shown as being outside.

SECRETARY MC KAIIARA: The TICONDEROGA is essentially in the
Gulf area and the CONSTELLATION has boen moving in this direction.

QIESTION; Sir, will this be one strike or several strikes?
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SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: There are obviously more than one
aircraft from each carrier participating in it, but it is basically
one strike# unless there are further unprovoked attacks on our vessels«
QUESTION: This is just a retaliatory strike”~ then?
. »

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I simply want to leave it as | said it«

QUESTION: Can you describe the weapons or type of aircraft
being used?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: NOj, they are typical aircraft from
attack carriers,

QUESTION; Do you know whether the strike has been successful
at all?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: I am sure it will be successful<,

QUESTIOI'l; Can you tell us whether they have encountered any
aircraft opposition or any interdiction by air?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; The strikes are continuing so | can't
give you any progress report on ito

QUESTION: How many aircraft are involved on our part?
SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The aircraft from two attack carriers,
QUESTION: No numbers?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I can't give you any more informations
QUESTION; The presumption is conventional weapons,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: YeSo Not only presumption, but that
is the fact.

QUESTION; What did CIC radar show the course of the three
unidentified aircraft to be from? Hainan?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: We don't have any report on the course
of the aircraft,

QUESTION: How many casualty reports on the strikes?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; There have been none so far. There
have been no cai=us]iiifis so far.



QUESTION: What time was the strike launched?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA,; I prefer not to give you the exact
time of launch,

QUESTION; Were the aircraft from the CONSTELLATION involved
in the operation of the MADDOX and JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; Y es. This is a question | should
clarify for you, I may not have made it clear. The question is were
aircraft from the CONSTELLATION involved in the protective cover
during the attacks on the two destroyers August 4th, and the answer
is yes. The CONSTELLATION and the TICONDEROGA alternated in providing
air cap for the destroyers on the 4th,

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, | am sure there is no doubt in
your mind that these PT boats came from, in fact. North Vietnam?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; There is none. The radar made it
guite clear that they were ©ming from North Vietnamese bases.

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, can you tell us the distance over
which this engagement occurred? Is it about 60 or 65 miles?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; These are about 60 mile s square
(indicating) so you can see during this period of time from 7:40
when there was an indication that an attack was'imminent, until some
time around midnight, to 1;30, when it terminated, they covered a
distance of something on the order of 80 miles.

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, can you give us the basic reasons
for the Gulf of Tonkin patrol?

SECRETARY MC NAT4ARA; It is a routine patrol of the type
we carry out in international waters all over the world,

QUESTION; Does it have anything to do with movements of
junks or whatever it is back and forth?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA; No. It has no special relationship
to any operations in that area. We are carrying routine patrols of
this kind on all over the world all the time.

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, do you have any idea why the
North Vietnamese may have done this?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: None,

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, you mentioned that the destroyer



at one point was under attack by automatic weapons* Does that mean
both destroyers”™ or just the MADDOX?

SECRETARY MC NAI-IARA; The report was, | believe™ that both
destroyers had been attacked by automatic weaponso

QUESTION? Mro Secretary, have we picked up any survivors?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; No, we have picked up no survivors
on either the second or the fourths

QUESTIONS Mro Secretary, the reinforcements moving from
the Western Pacific and the Coasts are they of all services?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAs  YeSc

QUESTIONS Mro Secretary, has SAC and Air Defense Command
been placed on an increased alert?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAs No, it has not«

QUESTION; Mr, Secretary, can you tell us when this attack
this strike, may be over# or when we may expect further details?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; | would think that you might expect
some further details tomorrow morningo

QUESTION; Have there been any casualties, any damage,
anything whatsoever with American Forces?

SECRETARY MC NAMARAg There have been no casualties to
American forces”™ either sea or air, and no damage to American forces
to date;, either sea or air”®

QUESTION; That includes the current air strike?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; YeS; but as | point out; the current
air strikes are not completed yeto

QUESTION; Has there been opposition?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; I cannot report on that until we get
the full mission report which we don't have at the present timea

QUESTION; What is the closestj roughly, that the attacking
craft have come to the MADDOX and JOY?

SECRETARY MC NAI4ARA; We have had reports of torpedoes
100 and 200 yards off the beam of the shipst, I can't tell you how
close- the attacking craft came to the vessels, although if they were



firing automatic weapons they must have been closer than 800 yards
at a minimum.

QUESTION: Who opened fire first?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA; It vias quite clear that the PT boats
initiated the attack»

QUESTION: When was the last time that there were destroyers
up there in the Tonkin Gulf?

SECRETARY MC NAI'lARA: | prefer not to answer the question
other than to say that we have been carrying on routine patrols in that

area for months,

QUESTION: How far up do you go, Mro Secretary, before they
turn back?

SECRETARY MC NAI'lARA: I prefer not to answer that, either«
We don't v;ish to identify the course of our operationsin the area®

QUESTION; Can you tell us what order the strike aircraft
have, if they encounter interceptor aircraft in North Vietnam?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; They are to destroy any aircraft
that are in a position to attack them«

QUESTION; Do we have —mnm
QUESTION: One the ground?
SECRETARY MC NAMARA; In the airo

QUESTION: We have troops from the Far East Asia to — well,
does that mean ground forces are being put into South Vietnam?

SECRETARY MC NAI'lARA; No, it means we are reinforcing our
forces with such additional forces we believe to be required and have
placed on alert such forces as we believe to be necessary,,

I don't wish to identify the types or numbers or names or
locations of those forces.

QUESTION; Can you repeat that first part about no troops in
Vietnam?

SECRETARY MC NAIIARA: The question was: Have additional
troops been moved into North Vietnam, meaning have combat units been
moved into North Vietnam — | meant South Vietnam — and the answer is

no*
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QUESTION: Are we hitting only shore installations, or do
we move inland?

SECRETARY MC NAfAARA: | referred to patrol craft bases and
supporting logistical installations in close proximity to but
geographically separate froma

QUESTION: Mro Secretary, have there been any similar
aggressive actions on the part of the North Vietnamese navy short
of the torpedoing that we didn't bother to report before?

SECRETARY MC NAI'4ARA; NOo

QUESTION: This was the first time?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: That is righto I want to emphasize
that these attacks both on Sunday and todays both on the second
of August and the fourth of August, occurred in international v;aterSo
These destroyers v;ere operating between 30 and 60 miles off the
North Vietnamese coasts

QUESTION: Can you tell us what towns, cities, or

whatever on the Vietnamese coast are roughly closest or parallel to
the area of attack?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No»

QUESTION: Not our attack but theirs on usa

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No*

QUESTION: How far off was the 7:40 PoMo? Was that 60 miles?
SECRETARY MC NAMARA: These squares are 60 miles, so this

point is on the order of 65 miles, perhaps* As you can see down here,
it is something a little less than that,

QUESTION: Mr, Secretary, some of our readers will find it
difficult to understand how the two destroyers were chased, and
apparently from this maneuver they made, they ran from these PT boats
and yet they were sufficiently —

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; No, this is their course of patrol
(indicating)”

QUESTION: While under attack?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: Yes, they were proceeding south*
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QUESTION; Once they were engaged they didn't turn?

SECRETARY MC NAI-IARA] No. This is the approximate direction
they moved in (indicating), Of course, they were taking evasive
action during that period of time to avoid the torpedoes which were
launched against them,

QUESTION; But if they were sufficiently close to be
illuminated by the PT boats, the question a reader will have is how
come the destroyers weren't able to nullify the PT boats*

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; They did. They sunk at least two,

QUESTION; Two out of how many, sir?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA; We can't be sure. It was a night
attack. We can't be certain of the total number of boats that were
engaged, I will give you an estimate, just for your own information,
although I can't be absolutely certain of these numbers, I would say

between three and six boats were engaged in the attack, of which at
least two were sunk.

MORE



QUESTION: How did you know that?

QUESTION: And in which they were engaged for a period of, |
believe, two hours?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA  Yes.
QUESTION: How did you know they were sunlc, those two?
QUESTION: Were these simk hy destroyer fire or aircraft fire?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: | can't identify the source of the
sinking.

QUESTION: Did you use the five inch and three inch batteries?
Is that all?,

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The five inch batteries plus certain
automatic weapons available on the destroyers were used.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, the earlier statement put out. said

they were believed to have been sunk. Is this later ini'ormation they
have been svmk?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA It has been reported to us that they were
sunk. This, let me emphasize, was a night action. You must expect certain
restrictions in the amount of information available under ni”~t conditions.
But the report to us from sources that we believe are reliable indicates
that at least two vessels were sunk.

QUESTION: Sir, are you confident that one PT boat was sunk
on Sunday?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA:  Yes, that is correct.

QUESTION: But is this later information that makes it more
likely that they were sunk?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA:  Just five minutes before | came down,
| received a report that they were sunk.

QUESTION: In other words, the later information is flat?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: | just want to repeat what | said,
that the report was that two PT boats at least were sunk® and a
possible third. That is right.

QUESTION: Can you tell us at all whether any of the damage was
inflicted by five inch guns?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: No. This was night time. | can't identify
the type of shell that caused the damage, or even the source of the
damage as between destroyers on the one hand, and our aircraft on the other.

12
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QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, could you give us a rundown on the
remaining portion of the Horth Vietnamese Navy? Jane's Fighting Ships says
they have a total of 16 PT boats, of which I figure you have sunk now one fifth.

SECRETARY MC NAHARA: | don't wish to gave you our estimate of '
the niiraber of North Vietnamese "boats by type, for obvious reasons,
but I will tell you there are two different types. One type we identify
as the PT-If-'s. This is a patrol craft with a speed of approximately 50
knots. The other type we identify as the Swatow t;>"e, a patrol craft
with a lesser speed, approximating HMOknots. We believe that both types
of patrol craft were engaged in today's operation.

QUESTION: How do you spell Swatow?

SECRETARY MC NAMARA:  S-w-a-t-0-w.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, approximately how many hostile
torpedoes were fired at our ships?

SECRETARY MC NASIARA It is very difficult to estimate. |
don't wish to make a guess at them.

QUESTION:  How many do they carry, sir?
SECRETARY MC NAMARA: | don't wish to approximate that, either.

QUESTION: Has your government been in touch during today or
since Sunday with the Government of the Soviet Union on those incidents?

SECRETARY MC NAHIARA | would rather not discuss that.
QUESTION: Mr. Secretary —

SECRETARY MC NAKIARA  One more question.

QUESTION: | have three sunk in my notes.

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: One sunk on Sunday, at least two sunk today,
possibly a third sunk today, for a total of possibly four, as a possible.

QUESTION: And the last one is a possible.

SECRETARY MC NAMARA: The possible third one today which would make
a four possible in total.

QUESTION: Did you say the nearest torpedoes were about 200
yards away?

SECRITTARY MC NAVIARA; Torpedoes were reported as passing between
100 and 200 yards abeam of the ships. One more question.

QUESTION: Can you set something up for tomorrow?
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SECRETARY MC MUJIARK: | will see that you are provided vith vhatever
news we can properly release. | will either do it myself or arrange for others
to do It.

QUESTION: How about tonight?

SECREI'ARY MC NA-LYRA: | don't believe there will be anything tonight.
I will be receiving reports. | am going to stay in the building toni”it and
receive reports every half hour from CHICPAC. But | doubt that there will be
anything to release tonight.

THE PRESS: Thank you, sir.

End—12:30 A.m.



DEPARTMENT OF DEFEMSI-:

PRESS BRIEFING
By

HONORABLE ROBERT S. McNAT-mPJv
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

9:00 a.m. . [/

Wednesday, 5 August 1964

SECRETARY KcN/J'iIARA; As you know, on August 2nd, and again
on August 4th, North Vietnamese surface vessels attacked U. S.
destroyers operating on routine patrol in international waters
in the Gulf of Tonkin.

In retaliation for this unprovoked attack on the high seas,
our forces have struck the bases used by the North Vietnamese
patrol craft. During the night, 64 attack sorties were launched
from the U. S. carriers TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION against
the four North Vietnamese patrol bases and certain support
facilities associated with those bases.

The points are located on this map showing the Gulf of
Tonkin, South China, North Viet Nam. The first base is at
Hon Gay in North Viet Nam; the second at Loc Chao; the third
at Phucloi; the fourth at Quang Khe; and the fifth strike w'as
against the Vinh oil storage depot, which is associated with
the Swatow torpedo base.

The oil storage depot, which contains 14 tanks, approxi-
inate3.y 10 percent of the total petroleum storage capacity of
North Viet Nan, was 90 percent destroyed. Smoke v;as observed
rising to 14,000 feet. In addition to the damage to the tor-
pedo boat bases and their support facilities, approximately 25
of the boats were damaged or destroyed.

Too of our aircraft were lost, two of cur aircraft were
L.d'E«.aged,. ccher.-S' 'ha-'/e,.,-been j.i’eco-vered .safely on the car-
riers. The destroyers MADDOX and TURNER JOY, which have been
operatip' or, routine patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin, have re-
sumed acrol operations in international waters.
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Last night I announced that moves were underway to reinforce
our forces in the Pacific area. These moves include the follow-
ing actionsFirst, an attack carrier group has been transferred
from the First Fleet on the Pacific Coast to the Western Pacific.
Secondly, interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft have been moved
into South Viet Nam. Thirdly, fighter bomber aircraft have been

moved into Thailand. Fourthly, interceptor and fighter bomber
squadrons have been transferred from the United States into advance
bases in the Pacific. Fifthly, antisubmarine task force group

has been moved into the South China Sea. And finally, selected
Army and Marine forces have been alerted and readied for movement.' "

\
I want to emphasize that the damage report which 1 gave to

you is based on preliminary reports received shortly after the
oonpletion of operations .

Now I will take your questions and endeavor to answer them,

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, were the planes that we lost, the
two planes, downed by ground fire, and also, was there any air
action from North Viet Nam?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The two planes we lost were downed by
antiaircraft fire. There was no enemy air reaction.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, can you tell us the height of the
attack? How low did they come?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Generally, the strikes were at low
level.

QUESTION; And the local times, Mr. Secretary?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: The local times ranged from on the
order of Noon to 4;00 or 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon.

QUESTION; Can you tell us, sir, how long the attack —
SECRETARY McNAMARA; These are local Vietnamese times.
QUESTION; Can you tell us how long the entire strike lasted?
SECRETARY McNAMARA: Roughly four to five hours.

QUESTION; How was the weather?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Bad.

QUESTION: Rainy?



SECRETARY McNAMARA: Low ceiling.

QUESTION; What types of antiaircraft fire?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: There was heavy antiaircraft fire
over several of the targets.

QUESTION: M issiles?
SECRETARY McNAMARA; Guns rather than missiles.
QUESTION; Small caliber or big caliber?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; I can't tell you the caliber other
than it was heavy antiaircraft bases.

QUESTION; Can you tell us at which of these places the
planes were downed?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, | can't.

QUESTION: What was the question?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The question was at which point were
the two aircraft lost. I can simply say that the heaviest
antiaircraft fire was received at Hon Gay, the most northerly
of the bases attacked.

QUESTION; Is that also the largest?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; It is the largest; yes.

QUESTION: At the torpedo bases themselves, can you de-
scribe the damage itself as light or heavy?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: It is too early to say. We will have
to wait until the pilots' reports have been assessed.

QUESTION; And the number of American casualties?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Two. Two pilots were lost, one in each
of the two downed aircraft.

QUESTION: Are you giving out their names?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Not until their nearest of kin have been
notified.

QUESTION: That will be sometime today?
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SECRETARY McNAMARA;  Yes, it will.
QUESTION: Were they picked up?
SECRETARY McNAMARA; Wk believe they were lost.
QUESTION; At sea or land?
SECRETARY McNAMARA; At seao
QUESTION: W iill we take reconnaissance missions over there?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: We w ill take such action as is necessary
to determine the results of our operations.

QUESTION;, How much of the petroleum supply did you say?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Approximately 10 percent of the petroleum
capacity of North Viet Nam is located at Vinh, the point that was
struck. Approximately 90 percent of that 10 percent was destroyed.

QUESTION: Are these the only four torpedo boat bases?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; These four are the main bases. With a
coastline such as this, of course, the boats occasionally use
other areas for staging areas.

QUESTION; Can you tell us what percentage it is of their
total fleet?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, | can't, except that it is a very
substantial percentage.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, how do you explain these attacks?

SECRETARY McNAMARA,; I can't explain them. They were unpro-
voked. As | told you last night, our vessels were clearly in
international waterso Our vessels, when attacked, were operating
in this area, roughly 60 miles off of the North Vietnamese coast.

QUESTION; There have been reports that South Vietnamese
vessels were showing or taking some sort of action against
North Viet Nam approximately at this time.

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, to the best of my knowledge, there
were no operations during the period | was describing last night.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, what orders now for either the
Seventh Fleet or for these particular units of the Seventh Fleet?
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SECRETARY McNAMARA: Our orders to the commanders are to
continue their patrols, to protect themselves against aggression
on the high seas with whatever force is necessary.

QUESTION: Has there been any word —

QUESTION: Mr, Secretary, would you say this will be all
that will be necessary, that the attack has met xts objectives?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Whether this is all that is necessary
depends entirely on the North Vietnamese.

QUESTION; Do you think the air strike accomplished its
objectives?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The air strike very clearly made clear
to the North Vietnamese our intention to maintain our right to
operate on the high seas. That was the objectivec I think that
has been accomplished.

QUESTION; Wasn't the objective to wipe out the PT boat fleet?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Our objective was to deter the PT boat
fleet from further attacks on our vesselso I believe we have
accomplished that.

QUESTION; Were any attempts made, Mr» Secretary, to go after
the antiaircraft batteries?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; There were no actions against the anti-
aircraft batteries» The attack vjas .aqainst th* patrol’b ~at bases
and the associated facilitiesc

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, last night there were three bogies
reported, three unidentified aircraft. Did we ever find out in
which direction they came from?

! SECRETARY McNAMARA; We have no identification on those air-
craft. They did not participate in the attacks on our vessels.

QUESTION; Sir, are there villages or towns adjacent to or
linked up with these bases?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; There were no civilian centers close
to the bases which were attacked last night.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, could you give us the estimate
of how many percent of the North Vietnamese patrol boat fleet
has been destroyed or damaged?



SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, | can't estimate for you the exact
percent destroyed or damaged, other than to say that it was a
very substantial percentage of their fleet.

One more question.

QUESTION: From what you say, there are no further actions of
this kind going on at the moment, or planned. |Is that correct?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No operations are being carried on by
our forces at the present time, other than the continuation of
the routine patrol activities of the TURNER JOY and the MADDOX
the two destroyers which have been operating in international waters
in the Gulf of TonKkin.

Thank you very much.
THE PRESS; Thank you, Mr. Secretary,

30
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QUESTION: Secretary McNamara, have your continuing reconnaissance
reports during the day changed in any way your earlier estimate of th® damage
inflicted on those North Vietnam bases?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, not at all. During the day We've carried
out post strike reconnaissance using aircraft from the two carriers TIGON-
DEROGA and CONSTELLATION and these reconnaissance aircraft and the
photos that they have supplied to the carriers have supported the estimates
we made earlier in the day. At that time you may recall that we reported
we had attacked the four torpedo bases at Hon Gay, Loc Chao, Phuc Loi,
Vinh, Q\iang Khe, and We stated we had destroyed the supporting facilitiesi
of tile bases and had either damaged or destroyed about 26 of the patrol
craft themselves.

. . V-

And in addition, we ?ittacked the Vinh oil storage area which is assoCiatfe®
With theHuic Loi base and supports the other bases as well. This base al Vinh
contains about 10% of the total petroleum capacity of North Vietnam, de-
stroyed 90% of that 10%. f - *

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, did your reconnaissa-n”ce flights miet with
any anti-aircraft,/ire?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, None. ' - (MORE)
){*
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QUESTION: The earlier air strike did?

N"SECRETARY McNAMARA: Yes, they had.

QUESTION: Do you feel that this mission has been accomplished then?
SECRETARY McNAMARA: Very successfully.

QUESTION: Why do you think that the North Vietnam carried out the'PT
boat attacks in the first place? 5

SECRETARY McNAMARA: | can't say. It was deliberate, unprovoked
aggression on the highseas. |Itwould be sheer speculation on my part to
attempt to explain the reason for that attack.

QUESTION: The North Vietnamese have made one reaction. They have
claimed that they have shot down five of our aircraftj® You said, | believe,
we lost two.

SECRETARY McNAMARA: We lost two aircraft and we had one damaged.
Earlier today | believe | said two. But it turned out there was only one dam-
aged, and that aircraft that was damaged landed at Da Nang in South Vietnam.
It had very minor damage and will be shortly returned to the fleet.

QUESTION: The North Vietnamese also claim to have captured an
American pilot. Does that seem borne out?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: That is possible. We, as | say, lost two air-

craft -- one an A-1 aircraft and the other an A-4 aircraft -- each of these
contained one pilot. We believe one of the pilots-was lost, one of the pilots
may have landed in North Vietnaim. -n o,

1
QUESTION: Returning a moment to the strike of the torpedo feoat ba««s,
do you still hold to the figure of about 25 boats?

¢ SECRETARY McNAMARA: Yes, | think that about 25 of the cjraft were
-eithejr (iamaged or destroyed.

’ QUESTION: Is that just about the sum total of the North Vietnamese .

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, | suspect they have perhaps a quarter
to one-third'of their patrol boat force operational. ButJeHe bvd.k of them havfe

been eliminated from operational use. .o Too- LAY
J'.

(MORE)



QUESTION: Do you consider that still a threat?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, | think that the strike was highly success-
ful.

QUESTION; Do you see any sign of any other response from the North-
Vietnamese at this point?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; None so far. )
M [ ]|

QUESTION; No other provocation?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; They may continue their aggression on the
high seas. If they do we will certainly respond as we ha”ve both on Sunday
and clgain yesterday and today. |

i

QUESTION: Are there any other spots where they might commit pro-

vocation?

KNM'NAIYlARA: They are carrying out unprovoked aggres-
sion in Laos, in South Vietnam and more recently on the high seas. | think
this is the pattern of aggression that is typical of what we can expect from
the Communist Chinese and their allies.

QUESTION: Well, you have taken several measures to m”™ove in rein-
forcements in Southeast Asia -- planes and ships and anti-submairine war-
fare unit. YiOu have alerted some ground forces. Did you take these steps
because you thought there might be some reaction?

] ]

SECRETARY McNAMARA; These are purely precautionary steps taken
to deter further action. Whatever further action occiirtj will occur in response
to aggressive initiatives of the North Vietnamese or their Communist Chinese
backers.

QUESTION: Dp you feel that the reinforcements being moved in could
handle any eventualities?

N"ECRETTARY McNAMARA: Yes. As you implied, we have moved in
very substS-ntiai reinforcements. We have moved in interceptoiriaircraft,
for example., and fighter-bombers into SW4b Vietnam, we've tnoved fighter
bombers ilato Thailand we've moved an antisubmarine warfare force into
the South Ching., Sea to protect our attack carriers and their;accompanying
destroyers. We've moved very substantial interceptor and fighter bomber

f orces from the United States into advance b ases in the Western Pacific.

(MORE)
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We've moved an attack carrier task force from the First Fleet which oper?Ltes
off the Pacific coast into the Western Pacific. ,.,We've alerted and readied for

movement selected Army and Marine units. ' £

QUESTION: What might be the range of our response if there are further
provocations?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Our response will be firm and, as President
Johnson said, it will be limited and it will be relevant to the aggressive
actions of the North Vietnamese.

QUESTION: Would that mean, for instance, that if they borr”~.South
Vietnam, that we would bomb their bases in return?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: | wouldn't wish to predict exactly how we
would respond, but 1 would say we'd respond in a fashion simila™r to that of
the last day, in which when they attacked us at sea using torpedo boats,
we destroyed their torpedo boat capability.

QUESTION: It can be assumed that bombing of cities and civilian popu-
lation would be about the last alternative?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Yes. | think it is important to pecogitiize
that today we were attacking isolated marine facilities, and these facilities
were not associated with civilian population centers and therefore there
were very few civilian casualties.

QUESTION: ‘ This was kind of an old-rfashipned warlike
incident, too, with an airstrike and conventional bombs. Is there any point
where tactical nuclear weapons . . .

SECRETARY McNAMARA: | see no reason to think that our conventional
capabilities are not sufficient to respond to the type of aggression we can
expect from North Vietnam.

QUESTION: So far we have been talking about North Vietnam. Else-
where in the Communist world the Russians have been cautious so And
the first reaction from the Communist Chinese is to accuse Pr«si4®nt
Johason of playing politics. Do you have any fear of military intercession
by either of these powers?

(MORE)



SECRETARY McNAMARA: | can't predict their actions. | can only say
we are prepared for whatever action they undertake.

QUESTION: The reinforcements you sent in would take care of that?

SECRETARY McNAMARA; Yes, and we have further reinforcement
capabilities we havf not yet called upon.

QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, you spent the night in the Pentagpn liere
last night and you spent many nights here during the Cuban Crisis. How
would you compare your feelings these past twenty-four hours with your
feelings in the crisis then?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: There are many similarities | think between
the action the last twenty-four hours and the Cuban Crisis and some Very
great differences, too. In the case of the Cuban Crisis nuclear weapons
were armed, in operational condition, and poised to be launched against
this country. In that sense it was a much more dangerous crisis. On the
other hand our response in each instance was a controlled application of
the tremendous power which we have. As President Johnson indicated, we
seek no wider war, but we will respond with firmness and we will insure
that any aggressive action against our forces is met with power and force
and pressure against the aggressor. That was true in the Cuban Crisis and
it’s certainly been true in the last forty-eight hours.

QUESTION: Personally how do you react to these crises. With nervous-
ness, tenseness ... or what. . .?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: With lack of sleep.

QUESTION: Incidentally, how did you sleep last night to receiving those
reports during the night?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: With about 3-1/2 hours of sleep during the
night. I'm looking forward to leaving here and going home immediately.

QUESTION: You are not going to spend the night here tonight?
SECRETARY McNAMARA; No, I will not spend the night here tonight.

QUESTION; Thank you very much, Secretary of Defense McNamara.
And ~ow back to Harry Reasoner in New York.

N

END -
S H
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QUESTION; Mr. Secretary, it's been just about 12 hours now
since you met with us here in this room. What can you tell us now to
bring us up to date on the situation in the Tonkin Gulf V

SECRETARY McNAMARA: We've carried out photographic
reconnaissance missions during the past 12 hours over the target are*s.
The photographs from these missions have been analyzed and they con-
firm essentailly the reports that | gave earlier today. We have damaged
or ~destroyed about 25 of the North Vietnamese patrol craft, the torpedo
mboats which attacked our destroyers August 2 and August 4. In addition,
we have damaged and destroyed the support facilities and base facilitiee
for those craft--certainly the anti-aircraft emplacements protecting
those bases and about 90% of the petroleum storage dump at Vinh. At
Vinh is located about 10 percentive points of the total storage capacity
of petroleum in North Vietnam.

QUESTION: Well, then, how successful would you characterize
last night's strike?

> SECRETARY McNAMARA: Well, I think highly successful, both
from a purely military point of view in terms of damage incurred* a™d
also highly successful in the sense that we have made it unmistaka.bly
clear to the North Vietnamese we will not tolerate deliberate unprovoked
attacks on our vessels operating in international waters on the high seas.

MORE
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QUESTIibN: During these 64 sorties, Mr. Secretary, what weapons

did the planes use ?

*,3.;ECRETARY McNAMARA: The planes were loaded with bombs,
rockets, and 20mm shells.

QUESTION: Was the damage mostly from the bombs ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, I think that the majority of the
damage resulted from the rockets.

QUESTION: In light of the two American casualties, Mr. Seetetary,

would you say it was actually worth it ? .

SECRETARY McNAMARA; The loss of one American life is a
tragedy, but I think all Americans would agree that it's absolutely
essential that our ships have the right to operate on the high seas in.
international waters, and that in the event that they are attacked in
international waters, we must respond by bringing our power against the
aggressor, deterring him from future attacks.

QUESTION: Are things mostly peaceful at this hour?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: There are no military operations being
carried on at the present time other than the routine patrol of the Maddox
and the Turner Joy in the Gulf of Tonkin. N

QUESTION: And under what orders are they continuing their patrol?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: They're under the same orders that they
operated under earlier this week. They are to respond to any attack by, '

not only driving off the attacker, but by seeking to destroy him as well.

QUESTION: Is there any thought, Mr. Secretary,, of increasing
this patrol in that general area?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, there is no need to.- The function®
of the patrol can be carried out by the two vessels presently on patrol.

QUESTION: Among the theories advanced after the first attack on
Sunday was that this may have been an accident on somebody's part.
Could you come up with that conclusion now?

MORE



SECRETARY McNAMARA: | think it was reasonable to expect after
the first attack that it might have been an accident, that it might have been
a miscalculation, a mistake, but it's perfectly apparent after the second
attack that occurred on August 4 that there was a pattern and a deliberate
attempt to destroy our destroyers operating on the high seas. This could
not be thought to be an accident or a mistake.

QUESTION: What about the theory that some people have that the
Communists did not think we would strike back or at least not this hard?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: They should have learned by now that
we will respond rapidly and firmly to any aggression against our forces.

QUESTION: | believe it was at the second of the two National
Security Council meetings yesterday that it was decided to send the planes
on the strikes at North Vietnam.

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Yes, that is correct.

QUESTION: Can you tell us anything about the mood of what went
on at that meeting ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: 1think everyone present recognized
we are facing a very perilous situation, a very serious Situation. There
was a soberness of mood and attitude in discussion, but a firmness of
purpose and an unanimous recommendation to the President that we
respond as we did.

QUESTION: Was there a delay--there was a delay, | should say--
in announcing the strike thrust last night. Can you explaiii that--it was
several hours ?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: Yes, because, of course, with the
decision taking place in the late afternoon it was necessary to inform the
Commanders in the Pacific. They, in turn, to brief their pilots, load
their airplanes, and launch those craft across approximately 200 miles
of water to their targets. This took several hours and until such time
as the planes were over the target it was unwise to iMorm either our
nation or the world of the action we had underway.

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, you've had a hectic couple of days
now--the most serious, the most delicate period since the Cuban Crisis.
How does it feel sweating out a crisis that could conceivably draw us

MORE



SECRETARY McNAMARA: As | said, I think that all of us who
have been associated with these crises--the Cuban missile crisis of
©ctober 1962 and, more recently, the events of the past two days, face
them recognizing they are serious, they are perilous situations. And this
introduces a soberness into one's behavior and attitude, bat also, | think,
we face them with a firmness and the results indicate that firmness.

QUESTION: You slept here in this building last night, I1~r.
Secretary. Alre you going to sleep again here tonight?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: No, | slept all too limited I™st night.
As a matter of fact, about 3-1/2 hours to be exact.

QUESTION: W:ill you be sleeping here again?

SECRETARY'JMNAMARA: | expect to go home immediately after
this program.

QUESTION: iVell, is that our cue? Can we now say that the naval
crisis in Vietnam is over?

SECRETARY McNAMARA: K your communications are as good af
mine with the naval forces in the Pacific, yes. f

m ff, I

INTERVIEWER: Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. This is
Peter Hackes, NBC News in the Pentagon.

END
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Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara today identified targets in
North Vietnam londer attack by U. S. carrier aircraft as follows:
Hon Gay - Patrol boats and associated facilities.
Loc Chao - Patrol boats and associated facilities.
Riuc Loi - Patrol boats and associated facilities.
Vinh - Oil storage.
Quang Khe - Patrol boats and associated facilities.

END



NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS)
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FOR THE PRESS; August 5, 1964 Oxford 73189 (Copies)

The following is the text of a statement made by Secretary of Defense
Robert S. McNamara at a news conference at 9:00 a. m. , Wednesday,
August 5, 1964: -

"As you know on August 2 and again on August 4, North Vietnamese
surface vessels attacked U.S. destroyers operating on routine patrol
in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. In retaliation for this
unprovoked aggression on the high seas, our forces have struck the
bases used by North Vietnamese naval craft.

"During the night, 64 attack sorties were launched from the aircraft
carriers TICONDEROGA and CONSTELLATION against 4 North Viet-
namese patrol boat bases and an oil storage depot supporting these bases.

"The oil storage depot containing 14 tanks and representing 10% of
the petroleum storage capacity of the country was 90% destroyed. Smoke
was observed rising to 14, 000 feet,

"In addition to damage to the bases and to their support facilities,
approximately 25 patrol boats were damaged or destroyed.

"Two of our aircraft were lost and two were damaged; all others
have been recovered safely.

"The destroyers MADDOX and C, TURNER JOY are continuing
their patrol in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin.

"Last night | stated moves were underway to reinforce our forces
in the Pacific area. These moves include:

a. Transfer of an attack carrier group from the First Fleet
to the Western Pacific.

b. Movement of interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft
into South Vietnam.

MORE



c. Movement of fighter bomber aircraft into Thailand.

d. Transfer of interceptor and fighter bomber squadrons
from the U.S. to advance bases in the Pacific.

e. Movement of an anti-submarine task force into the
South China Sea.

f. The alerting and readying for movement of selected Army
and Marine forces."

END



Not for Publication
Until Released by the
Senate Foreign Relations and Armed Services Comniittees

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT S. MNAVIARA
BEFORE THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS AND ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES
August 6, 196U

Chairman Fulbright® Chairman Russell® and members of the Senate Foreign
Relations and Armed Services Committees;

During the past few days, deliberate and unprovoked military attacks by the
North Vietnamese have given rise to the need for us to appear here today. |
should like to review the attacks with you briefly and to describe the responses
we made to those attacks.

The first incident occurred on August 2. It concerned the USS MADDOX one
of our destroyers engaged in a routine patrol in International waters of the
Gulf of Tonkin off the North Viet Nam coast. At about noon, when the MADDOX
was about 30 miles from the coast, she reported that three torpedo boats were
on a southerly course heading toward the ship at a range of over 10 miles.

Two hours later, at approximately 2'.h0 P.M., the MADDOX was approached by a
high speed — to 50 knot -- crafto She reported that the apparent intention
of this craft was to conduct a torpedo attack and that she intended to open
fire in self-defense if necessary. She was attacked by the three PT craft at
3:08 P.M. She opened fire with her five-inch battery after three warning shots
failed to slow down the attackers. The PTs continued their closing maneuvers,
and two of the PTs closed to 57000 yards, each firing one torpedo. The MADDOX
changed course in an evasive move and the two torpedoes passed on the starboard
side at a distance of 100 to 200 yards.

-1 -
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The USS TICONDEROGA, wMch was operating in waters to the southeast and '
which had been alerted to the impending attack, advised she was sending four
already airborne F-8e¢ (CRUSADER) fighters with rockets and 20 nm ammunition to
provide air cover for the MADDOX At about 3:21 P.M., the third hostile FT
moved up to the beam of the MADDOX and received a direct hit by a five-inch round;
at the same time it dropped a torpedo into the water which was not seen to run.
Machine gun fire from the PTs was directed at the MADDOX However, there was no
injury to personnel and no damage. The MADDOX continued in a southerly
direction to join with a sister destroyer, the C. TUEKER JOY, as TICOWMDEROGA
aircraft commenced attacking the PTs. ZUNI rocket runs and 20 nmm strafing attacls
were directed against two of the PTs, and they were damaged. The third PT remained
dead in the water after the direct hit by the MADDOX At 3:29 P.M., the engagement
terminated and the aircraft escorted the MADDOX southward on its patrol course.

On Monday, August 3, the President made public instructions that he had ”
issued the day before regsirding future patrols and engagements with enemy craftq
He instructed the Wavy, first, to continue the patrols in the Gulf of Tonkin;
second, to double the force by adding an additional destroyer to the one already
on patrol; third, to provide a combat air patrol over the destroyers; and fourth,
to issue instructions to the combat aircraft and to the destroyers (a) to attack
any force which attacked them in international waters, and (b) to attack with the
objective of not only driving off the force but of destroying it.

At the same time as these instructions were being broadcast throughout the
world, the State Department, acting pursuant to the President's further
instructions, took steps to deliver a note of protest to the Korth Vietnam regime.

The note was also widely publicized. It concluded with the words, "The United
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States Government expects that the authorities of the regime in North Viet-Nam
will be under no misapprehension as to the grave consequences which would
inevitably result from any further unprovoked offensive military action against
United States forces.”

Our hopes that the firm defensive action taken in response to the first
attack and the protest to Hanoi would end the matter were short-lived.

After the first attack on Sunday, the MADDOX joined with its sister
destroyer, the USS TURNER JOY, in the Gulf of Tonkin and resumed its patrol
in international waters, as directed by the President.

Monday, August 3} was uneventful.

The patrol was also uneventful f-- most of the daylight hours of
Tuesday, August In the early .- ening of August however, the MADDOX
reported radar contact with - identified surface vessels who were paralleling
its track and the track the TUBI'IEH JOY. It was 7:*0 P.M. when the MADDOX
reported that, from e"eoions being taken by those unidentified vessels, an
attack by them ap..”ared imminent. At this time the MADDOX was heading southeast
near the cent<".of the Gulf of Tonkin in International waters approximately 65
miles from -rtie nearest land.

The MADDOX at 8:36 P.M. established new radar contact with two unidentified
surface vessels and three tmidentified aircraft. At this time, U. S. filter
aircraft were launched from the TICONDEROGA to rendezvous with the MADDOX and
the TUKLIER JOY to provide protection against possible attack from the unidentified
vessels and aircraft, in accordance with the President's previously issued
directives. Shortly thereafter, the MADDOX reported that the unidentified aircraft
had disappeared from its radar screen and that the surface vessels were remaining
at a distance. The aircrai®™ from the TICONDEROGA arrived and commenced defensive

patrol over the MADDOX and the TUPIIER JOY.
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At 9:30 P.M., additional unidentified vessels were observed on the MADDOX-
radar, and these vessels began to close rapidly on the destroyer patrol at spef..o
in excess of 40 knots. The attacking craft continued to close rapidly from the
west and south and the MADDOX reported that their intentions were evaluated as
hostile. The destroyers reported at 9:52 P.M. that they were under continuous
torpedo attack and were engaged in defensive counterfire.

Wi ithin the next hour, the destroyers relayed messages stating that they had
avoided a number or torpedos, that they had been under repeated attack, and that
they had sunk two of the attacking craft. By Midnight local time, the
destroyers reported that, even though many torpedoes had been fired at them,
they had suffered no hits nor casualties and that the defensive aircraft from
the TICONDEROGA were illuminating the area and attacking the enemy surface
craft. Shortly thereafter, they reported that at least two enemy craft had been
sunk although low ceilings continued to hamper the aircraft operations. The
TURNER JOY reported that during the engagement, in addition to the torpedo
attack, she was fired upon by automatic weapons while being illuminated by
searchlights.

Finally, after more than two hours under attack, the destroyers reported
at 1:30 AM. that the attacking craft had apparently broken off the engagement.

The deliberate and unprovoked nature of the attacks at locations that were
indisputably in international waters compelled the President and his principal
advisers to conclude that a prompt and firm military response was required.
According].y, the Preldent decided that air action. In reply to the unprovoked
attacks, should be tak;en against gun boats and certain supporting facilities
in North Vietnam which had been used In the hostile operations. On Tuesday

evening, after consulting with Congressional leadership, he so Informed the



American people.: ‘ ?

The United States military response was carefully planned and effectively [
carried out. The U. S. air strikes begaa approximately at noon Wednesday local
time against North Vietnamese Pl and gun boats, their bases aiid support facilities.
These reprisal attacks, carried out by naval aircraft ofL-the United States
Seventh Fleet from the carriers TICOKDEROGA and-CONSTELLATION, were limited in
scale -- their primary targets being -che weapons against which our patrolling
destroyers had been forced to defend themselves twice in the prior ?2 hours.

Specifically, our 'naval forces launched 6k attack sorties against %
North Viet"iamese patrol boat bases and their boats and against a major supporting
oil storage depot. Strike reports indicate that all targets were severely hit,
in particular the petroleum installation where 10" of North Vietnam's petroleum
Gtorage capacity was <Co destroyed. Smoke was observed rising to lil-,000 feet.
Sorae 25 North Vietnamese patrol boats were destroyed or damaged.

Our ].osses were two aircraft destroyed and two damaged. One of the pilots
is believed to have crashed with his plane.between two FT craft he had under
attack. An other pilot reported that he was ejecting from his downed aircraft.
His whereabouts is at present listed as unknown.

In view of the unprovoked and deliberate attacks in international waters
0.1 our naval vessels and bearing in mind that the best way to deter escalation
is to be prepared for it, the President and his principal advisers concluded
that additional precautionary measures were required in Southeast Asia. Certain
military deployments to the area are therefore now underway. These include:

a. Transfer of an attack carrier group from the Pacific Coast to the

Western Pacific;
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"b. Movement of interceptor and fighter bomber airci-aft into South Vietnam;

c. Movement of filter bomber aircjraft into Thsdland; 1 *'

"3rvy Transfer of interceptor and fighter bomber squadrons, from the United
States to”advance bases-in the Pacific;

e. Movement of an antisubmarine force into the South China Sea;

f. The alerting and.reading for movement of selected Army and Marine forces.

In the meantime, U. S. destroyed'? with protective air,cover as needed,
continue their patrol in the intemation” vaters of the Gulf of Tonkin.

The moves we have taken to reinforce our fofS”s in the Pacific are in my
judgment sufficient for the time being. Other reinforcing st*P® can be taken
very rapidl.y if the situation requires.

This conc]l.UdeG my dencriptionc of the tvd de.liberate and unprovol-.c:!
Vietnamese attacks on U. -S.,-naval vesBeis on the high seas; of the United ',
States reprisal against the offending boats, their bases and related facilitij~ »
and of the precautionary deployment and alerting steps we have taken to guard

against any eventuality,
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TOa THE PRESSr August 7, 196" NO. 583-64
Oxford 53201 (Info)
Oxford 73189 (Copies)

Assistant Secretaiy of Defense Arthur Sjlvester made the following statenent
toda7 at 3:15 P.M. EDTs

Because there is apparently some confusion In news reports today about the
timing of the announcement of the U. S. retaliatory action Tuesday, August
I have secured the following statement from the Secretary of Defense, a - .
statement vhich is attributable to him: ? 'w

”1 recosmended to President Johnson that he schedule his announcement of the
retaliatory attack against the North Vietnamese torpedo boats and their supportlng
installations for Il:i*O P.M., August becaus'6:

ml. Hjrthat tii™ U; *S;vnaval'aircraft had been In the air on their way to
--.eir targets approxmately one hour . y

m2, Hanoi, tlprwgh its radw, had then received |nd|cat|ons of the attack.

3. The time remaining’befi™r® the aiireraft awived ov«r their targets would
not penait the North Vietnamese to" their boats to sea or to alert their
fo:ij*ces.

*4.. It was iBNJortant that the people of our countiy leam of the manner in

. vhlch their government was responding to the attacks on its vessels from their

President rather than from Hanoi vhich'va,s expected to announce the attack at any
moment.

"5. It was desirable ‘that the North Vietnamese government and others be told

as sopn as possible the character of the attack — 'Our response for the present
vIH be limited and fitting. We ... know ... the risks of spreading conflict.
We vill seek no wider-warl’ . Y N

" & ' O

*As you knowV'the North Vleti~ose government did not have time to mowve their
forces} our attackflnlg aircraft fpi~d the torpedo boats at their docks; the attack
Ossful.<":-ri« i
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