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ARCHIVES PROCESSING NOTE

You will find two versions ofthe document withdrawal sheets in this file. The original
document withdrawal sheets were completed in the 1970s and early 1980s. Since that time,
many o fthe documents have been declassified. In an effort to make the withdrawal sheets easier
to use, we have updated the withdrawal sheets, listing only the documents that are still closed.
Use these updated withdrawal sheets to request Mandatory Declassification Review of closed
security classified documents.

The original withdrawal sheets are in amylar sleeve in the front ofthe folder. We have retained
them in the file so that you can see the status ofthe documents when the folder was opened and
the history oftheir declassification. Please replace the sheets in the mylar sleeve when you have
finished examining them.
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TO RULKDA/JC3

XNFO RU;iSJ«/COM.iSkACV 21. @& 357

RU I:KI?/CINCU3 ARPAC

f2UNIPB/CINCPACI"LT

ruhlkm/cincpacaf

BT

4" 0O P-D-E-C P E T- KV'. v
SECURITY SITUATION IN RVN (U)

A, CO"JUSMACV J3 iJ9S9 DIG i71S23 2 (N'OTAL)

3. COMUSHACV J5 461/; DIG liliix122 (WOTAL)

1. ~™IUCPAC CONCURS IN COMUSMACV'S ASSESMFNT OF SECURITY
SITUATION IN RVN AS OUTLINED PARA 1 REF A AND IN THE SELECTION OF
DANANGj SAIGOH/BIEN HOA/VUNG TAU COMPLEX AND KHA TRANG/CAM RANH
bay in THAT ORDER AS PRIORITY AREAS FOR FUTURE rEPLOVIIZNT OF U,'~-

COKBAT FORC .S,

2. IN RLi” B, COIiUSHACV STATED THAT HEB SHOULD BE DEPLOYED TO
DAHANG NOW FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

A. US/G'/N INVESTMEINT AT DANANG AB KEYSTONE OF CURRENT
combined EFFORT TO INCREASE PRES.SURES ON DRV THROUGH RrPRISALS,
YANKEE TEAIil, BARREL ROLL AND 34-A OPNS.

3. VULNERABILITY TO fIA-JOR DRV INFILTRATION EFFORT. DANANG
IS FIRST CHOICE OF COMUS;\CV AND RVNAF AS LIkELY TARGET FOR
DITRAORDINARY INFILTRATION/ATTACK EFFORT BY VC/DRV.

ACT...J3-6 f1-6)
INFO. . .CJCS-2(7-8) DJS-3{9-n) SJCS-3 (12-1if) JI-1(15) Ji+-2(16-17)
J5-2(18-19) SACSA-5(20-2ii) DiA-~(25-2&. NMCC-2(29-30) SAMAA-1(31)
SECDEF-5 (32- 36) ISA-9(37-'6) PA-1(1*6) CSA-2 {Uj-U”) CSA”-2('~5-50)

CNO0-2(51-52) CMC-5(53-57) WHITE HOUSE-3(S8-60) FILE-1(61) ADV CYS TO OS

J3- NMCC

EX COP'i DJ3-ir(62-b5) SJCS-2(t6-67 ) CJCS-2{68-69) AGENDA 18 TEB c5
EX COPY NMCC-I1(70) CMDR HENSON 19 FEB b5
EX CY: DJS-1 (7 1) (;THOMPSON) 2M FEB 65. OT
n:!
(AGEMOA) CJCS-2 (72-73) DJS~~ (7'4-77) SJCS-2 (78-79) 2h FEB 65. OF
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
(KA wiiTm %I{L;/(\SONSI

C,, QUESTIONABLE INTEGRITY 07 SOME RWAF TROOP aErENTS
AS DEMONSTRATED DURING RECENT PRE-TZT PARTICIPATION IN ANTI-GVN/U.S
DEMONSTRATIONS,

D. ADILITY OF RVNAF TO REPEL. ALL OUT VC/PAVN EFFORT TO
NEUTRALIZE BY INSURGE!>!T TYPE ACTION DANANG AB AND ITS US/GVN ASSETS
IS QUESTIONABLE.

5. CONCUR WITH COMUSMACVS ASSESSMENT DESCRIBED IN PARA 2 ABOVE.
the ASSESSMENT CLEARLY ILLUSTRATES DANANG TO BE A MOST PROFITABLE
TARGET FOR VMC AND, IN MANY WAYS, A MOTT CONVENIENT ONE. IN THIS
CONNECTION, | CONSIDER THAT THE MC NOW HAVE THE CAPIBILITY TO UNDER-
TAKE SABOTAGE ON THE AIRFIELD, LAUCH 57 MM RECOILLESS RIFLE AND/OR
MORTAR attacks FROM OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER AND TO LAUNCH AN ATTACK IN
tiIATTALION STRENGTH,

IN VIEW OF THE VULNERABILITY OF CANANG, CONSIDER IT I™PORTANT
THAT WE ACT RATHER THAN REACT. IF WE ACT QUJC.fLY BY ESTABLISHING
FORCES OF VISIBLE CAPABILITY IN THE AREA, CONSIDER
TUT IT WILL HAVE A DETERRENT EFFECT ON THE CALCULATIONS OF THE VC/CRV.
HO>«EVER, IF WE DETER AND AWAIT THE OCCURRENCE OF A TRAGEDY,, THE
REACTION EfFORTS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE TO BE haiCH GRFJITER IN SCOPE.
OUT POSTURE FOR ACTION NOW IS EXCELLENT IN THAT TWO BLTS ARE
CURRENTLY AFLOAT OFF THE COST OF RVN AND BY AIR/SEA LIFT WE CAN
QUICKLY BUILD THE FORCE AT DANANG INTO AN ME3 AND THEN RECONSTITUTE THE
SLF. WITH DEPLOYMENT OF SUCH A FORCE, BELIEVE THE LIKELIHOCK OF VC/
DRV attack of THE DANANG COMPLEX WOULD BE GREATLY REDUCED. THEREFORE,
CONCUR WITH COMUSMACVY THAT FORCES AT DANANG SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO ME3
STSE.NGTH ASAP, COMLSMACV IS OBTAINING AM3 TAYLORS THOUGHTS THIS
SUbvJECT TODAY.

5. RECOMME.NDATIONS PERTINENT TO DEPLOYMENT OF COUNTER MORTAR
AVD GROIJND SURVEILLANCE RADAR ARE BEING SUBMITTED BY SEPARAT*
MESSAGE,

6. DEPLOYMENT OF THE ARMY MILITARY POLICE BATTALION IS PENDING
DECISION HIGHER AUTHORITY* RECOMMEND EXT~EDITE DEPLOYMENT BY AIRLIFT FRCr-
CONUS RESOURCES.

7.THE 1ST M/.RINE BRIGADE IS EMBARKED IN AMPHIH SHIPPING IN
HAWAII, ITS PARTICIPATION IN EXERCISE "SILVER LANCE HAS BEEN CANCELITD
ano 1i IS HELD If. READINESS FOR POSSIBLE DEPLOYMENT TO WESTPAC .

IN THE EVENT THE O9TH MEB is LANDED AT DANANG. RECOM.MEND THESE
FORCES DEPLOY TO OKINAWA/JAPAN,

CP-1

BT

rit A :? jcs IN 31201 e is jcs in 28615

PAGE 2 OF 2 3160;

JX 1i-4 Cerir. T
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Info.
1INMODIS

FO R?*AIV"BASSADOR FROM SE‘C RETA RY-

British Ambassador has informed me that the;/ have just yesterday
been approached by Soviet'Foreign Office raising the possible reactiva.tion
of UK-USSR co-chairmang;hip of 1954 Conierence. British apparently expect
that next Soviet step rhight be to propose a joint statement by two Co-Ohairmer.
on bombings in North Viet-Nam as reported to Co-Chairmen by regime in
Hanoi. Interést of Soviet Government in co-chairman;hip, though not yet
confirmed, might also reflect some relief for Moscov/ regarvding dilemm™a
in which they miay find themiselves in dealing with,Hanoi, Peiping and
Southeast Asia issues. It nay prove desirable for us to provide to UK and
USSR, full sta.tement of facts as we see them, US purposes in Southeast Asia
and our concept of necéssary solution. Farther message to you would spell
this out in m.ore detail. We would stop short of ourselves proposing formal

systematic negotiations but assumption of 1954 co-chairmanship by two

goverr_mexits would imply that they-mMight themselves explore with interested

Oraftjd by | Tel«5rapHic tonsmisjion and

S:DRusk:fr 2/17/65 apooved b= -tiP— v
Ct«ranc] o f
W hite House - McGeorge 3undy”~7%' Ambassador Thctnpson e
NN n R5P,«ADDUCTION F2QOPA This COPY iS
DECLASSIFIED G P-S5rQgr57% PROHIEIIED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED™

Ciassificatfon '
9-63 D i-32i

NARA, Bate
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Page— 2__of telegram tO- Amembassy SAIGON

Classificatioji

governments possibilities of solution, which we could encourage or otherv/ise as
we see fit. If message is niade to two Co-Chairmen, which would be made public,
it may mean that better procedure would be to present full documentation on
North Viet-Namese aggression to UNSYG in writing for circulation to members
rather than malcg oral presentation in meeting of Secority Coimcil which might
require Soviets to act as defense counsel for Hanoi.

Obviously, this has bearing on timing of next strike. Hope to be in touch with
you within next several hours on our further reflection on this problem. Do not
believe a Thursd ay strike the.refore feasible because'of this*time-factor and

because these possibilities have not been explored here at highest level.

END

RUSK

Classification
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Info RECEIVED: FEBRUARY 19, 1965, 6; 10 A.M.
FROM: 'SAIGOfl
ACTION; SECSTATE’2665 FLASH
dates FEBRUARY 9, 7 P.M.

-T ORP—SECRET-

NOD.lI S

DEPT PASS CIfJCPAC FLASK IHFO 1615 FROM SAIGON

FOR IKE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR =

IN VIEW OF EVENTS IN SAIGON THIS AFTERNOON, |- RECOMMEKD =

CANCELLATION OF AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST DRV SCHEDULED FOR
20 FEBRUARY. GENERAL UESTMORELAND CONCURS.

CFN DRV.20' ... "\ ClLudINcTAC
"7 DECLASSIFIED : TAYLOR
kbU af Authority STATF hin
m NABS. DateV

it [ ]
\

NOTE; NOT PASSED CINCPAC AS SAIGON'S 1615 BY OC/T.

TOP S5CRIT- REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
-PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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Saigon's 2665
FOR THE AI4BASSADCR FROM SECRETARY
Your recommendation accepted and air operations

scheduled for 20 FEB cancelled.

END
RUSK
declassified 9,3
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By. NAKB. Data_2j ----wmmeems
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

February 19, 1965

TOfM>EeRET - SENSITIVE

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY
SUBJECT: The Vietnam Crisis -- One Dove’s Lament

Last week | sent Chet Cooper a brief note (attached) in which
| raised some questions that disturbed me after reading your report
to the President, Nothing that has happened in the intervening days
has reassured me on these questions. Indeed, a number of develop-
ments, most especially last night's attempted coup d*etat, have
increased my doubts and concern.

| have assumed that the proposed policy of sustained reprisals
seeks to achieve two objectives: (a) to stiffen the spine, morale,
and sense of unity of the South Vietnamese and thereby induce greater
political stability; and (b) to signal our determination, and our w ill-
ingness to inflict increasingly heavy damage, to the Hanoi regime
and its supporters. | have also sensed that where doubts might exist
on the attainability of either one of these objectives, the reprisal
track has been considered justifiable on the basis of the other objective
alone. Thus, even though | have seen no intelligence estimates
(including that of February 18th) which conclude that Hanoi would
"call off its dogs” in response to a sustained reprisal track, | assume
that the track has nonetheless commended itself to the Administration
as a means to achieve stability through sustained euphoria in Saigon.

| would judge that last night’s coup attempt has seriously under-
mined our argument for the therapeutic effect in the South of air
strikes against the North (although | suspect some may argue that the
coup occurred as the result of our failure to make further air strikes
earlier this week). Certainly the wide-spread public impression of

air strikes as a desperation move -- as a substitute for political
stability in Saigon -- will be compounded by this most recent power
grab.

| continue to believe that a policy of sustained reprisals against
the North entails greater risks than we have any right to take in terms
of our world-wide interests. Not so far down the track, given the
factors of North Viethamese and Chinese aircraft, U.S. rules of
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engagement, Peiping's paranoia, and the Sino-Soviet Treaty, is
the strong possibility of a ground war with China -- awar in which
we do not have the wherewithal to achieve any meaningf\il "victory”
even if our people and our allies allowed us to take on the Chinese
armies for along ground struggle.

The only rational alternative remains negotiation. In this
regard the much-abused gentlemen of the NEW YORK TIMES and
several thoughtful members of the President's own party on the
H ill have been doing their duty persistently over the past two weeks
and have been speaking truth -- oversimplified as it may sometimes
sound, and hard as it may be for us to bear. What concerns me most
deeply in the course of this period has been the polarization of political
and press opinion in the absense of a clear and comprehensive message
from the top of the Government. If we have many more speeches like
those of Dodd and Dirksen yesterday, the option of negotiation wiill
become far more difficult -- through its repeated equation with
appeasement and sell-out (and ultimately, treason.)

In my view, it is therefore imperative — before the lines of
public debate tighten even more severely -- that the President be
responsive to the initiatives of U Thant, the Pope, and the thoughtful
press; and that we be specifically responsive through secret channels
by exploring actively the possibilities for a negotiated solution with
the British, the Russians, and other intermediaries. (In this regard
| should note that we have a Warsaw conversation with the Chinese
schediiled for next week, ) As far as | can judge, we have failed to
do any significant exploration of Hanoi's actual private terms for a
settlement. And although several able individuals at State and else-
where have put their minds to the specifics of a realistic U, S.
negotiating position, the Administration has made no concerted
effort to staff this out with any of the care and -vigor given to target-
selection and the like.

It seems to me vital that we not lose our perspective: in
South Vietnam we have slipped into a gross overcommitment of
national prestige and resources on political., military, and geographic
terrain which should long ago have persuaded us to avoid such a
commitment. Our national interest now demands that we find ourselves

a face-saving avenue of retreat -- that we marshal our imaginations
and those of other powers -- to discover such an avenue.
-~ P SECRET
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I may well misunderstand the thrust and subtleties of the
sustained reprisal track; but | get no sense that it is currently
directed toward the discovery of such an avenue. | should add,
finally, that| obviously have not been privy to all that has been in
train this week; and for all | know some aspects of the preceding
analysis may well be part of your current planning and actions.

James C, homson, Jr.
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February 19, 1965

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Comments on Vietham for your newspaper visitor
1. The situation today in Saigon

Our reports are still fragmentai’y and the matter is not yet
sorted out, but appeai*ances aro that tliis v/as an effort by Catholics
and consei'valives to get rid of Khanh by tavdng control of his parson
and,of several other strategic points in Saigon. Since they failed
to capture Khaah, my own guess is that the whols effort v/ill fail
fend that ths Armed Forces Council will keep Khanh and gradually
reassert authority with little, if any, bloodsh.3d. But of courss
there could ho more explosive results. The intended victor in
this enterprise was General Khiem, the Ambassador here, and
hs has now made public statements which will obviously cost him
his job if Khaaih wins.

It is of course alv/ays possible that the armed forces >sdll
somehow bargMn this out and that Khanh might loss his job
without Khiem winning it. It may take some days to tell just
how this one is going to come out. It could make the armed forces
more or less unified depending on the skill and firm ness of the
Individuals concerned.

2. Negotiations

The pressure for negotiations is coming mostly from people
who simply do not understand what that word means in Asian ears
right now. If the U.S. proposes negotiations or even indicates
«a desire for them, the word in Saigon 'jvill be that we are getting out.
And the consequences of that rumor v/ould be very severe for our
whole position.

So we are planning to act quietly and firm ly, and to stick to a
policy : that ws are helping these people to help themselves and that
we are acting appropriately against a sustained and dangerous
aggression of avery complex and difficult sort.

At the same tim.e, when the appropriate occasion comes, we wiill
be more than ready to state our position, and our cases, and our purposes
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and our objectives*
about our policy.
more than we do.

There is no secret and will be no secret
And nobody wants a peaceful settlement

McG. B,
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February 19. 1965

MEMOR/.NDUM TO TI-IE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Your meeting with Couve de Murville at 11:30 this morning

1. Obviously the dominant topic is Southeast Asia and especially
South Vietnam. Couve takes the immediate military disturbance
calmly, although he obviously feels ttot it reinforces his own con-
viction that there is not, and cannot be, any workable government

in a situation of "/nisrican occupation." He professes to thini: there
is a possibility of such a government after a political settlement and
an American v/itharawal, but ho produces no evidence v/hatever to
support the notion that such a goverximent v/ould be anything but Com-
munist.

2, Couve told me that he thought we had decided on "escalation" and
that he was very fearful of the results. This Is what he has told
others and | thinl« it is what he honestly believes. | pointed out that
no one had more experience of negotiation and of the settlement of
political differences than you, and that cur current lack of interest
in negotiation should not be construed as willf\il insistence upon a
violent solution. Couve readily admitted -- and indeed volunteered
the opinion tliat you are a very prudent man and that you have made
no mistakes since November 1963 -- "a remarkable a,chievement. "

3. | pointed out to Couve that just a year ago today he had suggested
to Bohlen in a private talk that we might have to take further military
action before we would be in a position to negotiate. He did not
deny that he had said this (the cable is at Tab A), He simply said
that he thought it was now too late for such measures. In his own
view the dangers of action beyond the 17th Parallel outweighed

ariy possible retxrn, and he thought we would do better to lim it

our attention to the South. | told him that you more tliaa any other
man in the government were insistent upon a maximum effort in the
South, but that we also had to take account of the very heavy role and
responsibility of Hanoi and of the problem of morale which is created
when there is increasing violence sjainst our people and the
Vietnamese, and no visible response.

SECnNST.
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All this was standard back and forth. | then tried to make a more
Important and less obvious point -- without much success. | told
him that we did not think it was helpful for the Frcnch to make
public calls for a conference. He said that this was no more than
a restatement of their own well-known position. | said tisat any
restatement v/as a political act, especially at a moment cf tension.
1told him that | thought the French might have to choose between
having a real private diplomatic role in these matters and taking
the posture of public disapprov”~al of what aa ally was doing. | did
not see how tlicy could do both. Couve said that | ranee aspired

to no private role and that we could not object if the French stated
thsir honect opinion. This 4.as the only sign of heat v/hich he dis-
played in the whole meeting.

My conclusion is that Couve honestly does not think we can avoid

defeat in South Vietnam. This is of course a comforting conclusion

for a Frenchman for obvious reasons. He is not troubled by the
shifting of the pov/er balance in Southeast Asia because f ranee has
no ambitions there, and ha is a Frenchman through and through.
He does think there is real danger in any "escalation", and since
this danger might affect Europe and France, his worry is not
pretense. He will be reassured by anything you choose to tell him
about your ovm care and watclafulness. | think 'he- will also see
the value of the argument that anything we do now w ill be designed
to be essentially continuous v/ith our policy of insistent support for
action in the South and very careful and moderate and measured
naval action, air patrol, and so on in other areas.

McG. B.
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iIHCOMIHS Department of State 002
-TOP -S5CRET
Action
CONTROL; 17963
RECEIVED,; FEBRUARY 20, 1965, 4;38 A.M.
Info
FROM,; SAIGON
ACTION: SECSTATE 2685 IMMEDIATE
DATE; , FEBRUARY 20, 5 P.M.

\

N

i *~"F-e-P—S £ G-R E -f--—-

NODI S '

DEPT PASS IMMEDIATE FOR INFO FROM SAIGON: DOD 470 WHITEHOUSE
370 CIA 350 CINCPAC 1630

EMBASSY TELEGRAM 2665 AND DEPARTMENT TELEGRAM 1757.

AS INTERNAL SITUATION HERE NOWN APPEArtS RAPIDLY TO BE STABILIZING,
| RECOMMEND THAT WE CARRY OUT NEXT REPRISAL STRIKES ON DRV
DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22 SAIGON TIME.

GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONCURS. AS FOrt TARGETS, | CONCUR IN
CINCPAC’S RECOMMENDATION TO JCS (DTG 191933Z) FOn TWO TARGETS
(WITH ALTERNATES FOR EACH) ONE FOR VNAF AND ONE FO< US

AIRCRAFT. | ALSO CONCUR WITH CINCPAC THAT IF IN ADDITIONAL
TARGET IS DESIRED FOR US AIRCRAFT, IT BE SOUGHT NOrtTH OF

18TH PARALLEL ON PRINCIPLE THAT VNAF SHOULD BE GIVEN SPECIAL
CONSIDERATION FOR TARGETS SOUTH THEREOF.

CFN 470 370 350 1630 2665 1757 DRV 22 WESTMORELAND
CINCPAC JCS DIG 191933Z VNAF US 18TH VNAF

TAYLON

RNL - *

NOTE: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES BY OC/T

DECLASSIFIED

Autho rity__s_-['_A\_Tg__I_e_t_t_e_r___ﬁz 6 ;\9 Z 9
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" INd;catE O oditcT
G ct-.AtG; TO '
:0;QSECIIET. $
Classification
@s"  1acrion: AmEmbassy SAIGON IMMEDI/ITE
A B
. sujtll
NODiS DECLASSIFIED
Imbtel 2685 Authority STATE letter JUIm 26 1971

By maNARS, Date _£E£riilE£
We concur tliat next operation should be just as soon as possible,

but believe that Feb 22 may be too soon until Sag-on situation not only
more stable but clea.rly seen to be so. We particularly concerned AFC
press conference indicating Khanh’s status may still not-be resolved.
Question his successor, if any, also not clear.

Second factor here is that developments reported Deptel 1744
have taken different turn in last tv/o days. British approached Sovs today
wiih suggestion both governm”™ents as co-chairm,en jom in soliciting expressl
of viev/s from mem.bers 1954 conference, plus ICC members, as to situatior

peaceful

generally and also as to views on what conditions fo rig@Es"cso> answer
might be. We do not yet have Sovs response and world not wish tr.rdw
Sovs off this track by drastic action before they make decision,
although we believe dramatic boat incident tends minimise possibility
such reaction. Moscow had felt immediate further ooerfe.tion might

! their
jeopardize Sov reaction, and we have now asked foi/judgment as zo

oy:

s/3 - M

RE?.ACOIJCTION FROM TH.S CO?:' IS
rrr~T¢ PilOHiZJED UNLESS '=ONCLASSIFED"

FO?)V CiassifiCiition
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r';'.\go___ 2 __ of telegram to Ss,10'Cri

rpQT-) ri—

Classificatioi

cperation directed in part against naval base and in response VC-actin,:s

‘Ccutting boat incident in forefront althouah also including VC activity since

You shoiM not reveal possibility txiis UK/USSR gambit to GVN for
time being. We natura.lly wish hs.ve it appear entirely as their initiati™'e, so
tiat our reply v/ould not be any kind of initiative on our part and v/cizs, in
its content; make clear how stiff our views are. We of course have no thought
holding back on basic program, but do wish for clear assessment at all stages.

Ir. liaht above factors, we now inclined hold off operation until
Feb. 23, so that you would not approach GVN for political clearance until
Feb. 22. We expect make decision tomorrow, and fullest continuing flow
findings from boat incident w ill remain most helpful here in accordance yc'or
2690.

GP-1.

END

Clecs:Nification
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— £~ - telejpram to _SsilLil.j_Jrai];)E~L ..Mc.'iilla”™ATieiitiaii3,..JE-Lngk:ck,. “anberrs,,

Wellington, Tol:yo, Saigoii

Classification

furnishing air defense equipment v;Mch we had expected in any event ire in
interested in ’ .
Kosygin visit. Some mdications Sovs / 27~ co-chairman role, but
tl.ese highly tentative to date. You should of course stress these assessments
necessarily based on propaganda and other evidence to date, and that :ve ta.king
these factors very much into account as we proceed with program.
3. Although Indians and U Thant publicly, Canadians privaiiely,
;
have com.e forward with proposals along lines of "cessation of prcvocations”
as prelude to convene corMerence, ,we see no indication Hanoi or Peking
iNiterested in any serious negotiations at this time on any terms that could
produce our objective of independent secure SVN.
Healize difficulties reaching chief of state or government tcmorrov/.
| ’
but hope you can do so not later than Monday. V/e hope Saigon situation

w ill settle dov/n over weekend so tliat we can resume operaticr_s early next v/eek

GP-3.
END

RUSK

Clc.ssiflca ;o
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- WEiLL.v A i ANa'wi-i, e -i-ivw

NOm: . ; coa;Ci

= U
7 ci-a-g; to = )3
Ny—, FM NS u
Classified ioj-i Oc
AC iiON. AmEmbassy CANBERRA %93 | MME.DiAi] -

I'"FO: CINCPAC IAIMEDLA.T5

AmEmbassy WEI-.L'YJGTON 649 B/INIEDXATE
NODIiS
[ | V/e,i "day iniormed V/alisr vie prepared enter into immediats staff

I taZKs to consider contingency plans for possible introduction sigTilicar.t

| ground f~rces nortliern SVN for security or pre-emptive purposes as
‘I part o1 policy program adopted this week alcng lines Deptel 1263 to Bangkok.
| (For CINCPAC: reftel siaasasxiH summarizes policy conveyed separately
toy 'uby JCS.)
We held off today on similar invitation GNZ but expect imxmiediate
GOA agreem.ent and would then put same proposition to GI\Z. CUSICPAC
iriormed and upon receipt GOA, reply we have told Waller GOA should
simply get directly in touch with CIMCPAC.
We stressed talks would be in low key and without publicity.

Believe they should take place just as soon as possible.

In presentations tode™ alcng lines Deptel 123S to Bangkok, we

DECASIFIED
Authority  mmmee-
VNARA,

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
"1 M. ,:ni ?ROril3IT50 UNLESS "UNCLASSIfIED"
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aie_2-----—- of rclegrain to__C.arlLbsi'tr5,. Cj_\GPAC-,----V/elliriCrtGQ

Clus.<if!C(itlon

Vientiane of today. You may indicate awareness this disclcsur.e to GCA and

GNzZ officials v/ho clearly informed, and report any reactions. Continue to

stress security and that we plan no public aniicijncernent tliis
policy.

GP-1.-

END

Classificatioi
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IMCcOoMss TELEGMfl Department of State

Action

Info

CONTROL; 18594

RECEIVED; FEBRUARY 22» 12;25 AM
FROK; SAIGON

ACTION: SECSTATE 269Ss IMMEDIATE
DATE; FEBRUARY 22j 1 PM

MO DI S

DEPTEL 17S70

ALTHOUGH KKANH’S STATUS MAY BE RESOLVED SATISFACTORILY 3Y
END OF TODAYj | 1iEcoimim SETTIuQ 24-FEBRUARY AS DAY FOR NEXT
STRIKE, | TOLD QUAT THIS KORNN™G THAT UE MIGHT SOOM RAISE
K.ITTER 0? RSSGHEDULIK3 POSTPONED FRIDAY STRIKE AND HE, TOOj
li'DICaTED AHAT LITTLE KORE DELAY UAS DESIRABLE TO SEE KO'i
KHAKH matter IS FinALLY SETTLED.

CR'3 1757 KHAMH'S 24 QUAT KHAWH

TAYLOR

DDC/AE
' DECLASSIFIED
' lj
Authority AT leter 1IN 26J279

By,

f_)rp REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY

-PROKISITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"
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TO ""NMT

Tv -~ T mr.f »/ ~ T n noe

"Ni'z;p /51 ITAT:  e.eis4D*-

2TAT i ,
USED EBILSIID i
o~rTvn  ATIC;! ?RIE3H]LI 473
| me-: PPICHITY CI”~CPAC | ~SAnON/FE3 22, 1 PM
L | DI ~

NE«; JC- 1616/51.

THE REN CAILE PTQUANSTS GINCP'C, "AC” AND AMS5A33ADOR’3 VIZW3
A3 TO RENSIPENE'r" ~R ~ORCP DS-~ALMPENTS to this aea in view

0* 3EC»RITV rITU-ilIO\" 0? SV”. ~£:£RAIl WE3T::0=?ELAMZ | agpee
THAT T.iERT 13 “IED TO CO’SIDZP DE?LOY-:EMTi TO 3VN AT THIS
TIIE EXCEPT ~OS'i'IBLr ~“OP ~POTECTIO"™ 07 AIRFIELD AT DANAMG.
as | ANALYZE T"E-~P03 ~-w CONS ?LACrM-3 ANY CONSIDERABLE
G H-"?-3-4 M\—-~ 1z

rv Z T"N3Z cC ?

T NMHPTMPS  TA an AM" mPEA  -EYO-ID THOSE PRE3EMTLY A33I3Ni o,

| DEVELO p 3iA"E RZ'-EP”’ATIOS ~3 TO WI3D0O'-* AND NECESSITY OF 30
tor'l7. SUCH AC: 10 YOMLC 33 37EP IN HEVERSIN? LON3 STAND INS
=oLic'=' 3F AV'OIZ'M": CO" T"™Emt o> -ROUND CO*'SAT FORCES IN SVN.
0":CE THI 3 "OLICY 13 PRZA3HZ3, IT ILL 3E VERY DI"FI3ULT TO

D Lir:E. 1“ DAMAMS ;e EO3 SETTER PPOTECTIO'S SO 00 5IEN HOA,

30M M?[UT NHA TP.A" “ZO ~THEP KEY BASE AREAS. ONCE IT BECOMES
EV IOENT TPAT VE APE *ILLILA ASSUME SUCH NEV' RE3PONSI3ILITIES,

3'iE 3E SURE MPAT 3 Mot -v?ve TO UNLOAD OTHER GROUND
'OPCZ TA?KS i'PO” 'j3. CREASED MIJAZERS OF GROUND "OR3Z3 IN
3v.A MILL T i7ART ™i 0" APICTION yiTH LOCA? POPULATION AND

r T o L7137- - W fID  Oo_"MIND RELLATI™A'SHIPS.
A «T-- ®AMTA3E3 3-Y 5E 'cc:pte ONLY I~ THERE T ni

T ‘T™TT |H ICH CAM PE SATISFIED ONLY 3Y US GROUND

FORGE'. tS|EL*’ Z~ES FOR ADDITIONAL YARINZS IN
ZANANj g% 1 -an; Z7ZRAL WHI OH ARE VJORT® EXAMINING.
"iRzr, | 7~ c:-jir" ™ i 0 TO PEIZF 3ROE ;=ROTECTION 0~ DANANG
IR 3A3E ~M3'1”3T 3i:h ™0 ATTACK SY FIRE OR ASAINST

QOt5 I SEE V3 PIRZ AND <«C N'I!D ATTACK

"C-E A'SITIOZ- 'TSSION 'iOULD PE READINESS TO ENGAGE IN NOBILE
P n - RACH N .3~N N-mIT-IiN*-XRAN"MA-GVA-0VN-RVNAN
U3.~£IAIALN---L>'S'VW'~rEN ""0"--T YAE ’'31

DECLASSIFIED

Authority ~S~A //AA T ~

Ry ,NAES, Date AL.£i--Zf
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'STATE GSnC"'"............. -m. = . ;

I -P— - K J“K T "(0_ST™ Q~T,>jn;.CIION’ "=.tIORITY JC3 473
IN7G PItICHITY CI'MCP'VCTirir ?27(3;S>77j21_3~'0N 723 2 1 PM

L I mDI1 3

THE USE 07 -A7INIES Il ;>"M03ILE COUNTER-VC OPERATIONS HAS THE
ATTRACTIO:! O' STVPr TMEM AN ONFEMSIVE "ISSIOM AND WNE 07

EAR GREATER AP?EL THAN THAT OF -'ERE STATIC DEFEWSE. HHOWEVER,
IT WOULE RATES 'AAHY SERTOU3 PROBLEMS VHICH IN PAST HAVE APPEARED
SUFFICIENTLY "OR’IDAELE TO LEAD TO REJECTION OF U3E 0" US
GROUND TR00.=3 I-M A C3UNTER-:UERRILLA ROLE. WHITE-FACED

SOLDIER AR'“ED, EOUIPMED AND TRAINED A3 HE IS IS MOT SUITABLE

OUERRILLA ~IOHTER FCR AST \WN FORESTS AMD JI"OLES. FRENCH TRIED
TO ADAPT THEIR "~RCE- ~0 THI3 NISAION AND ~AILED; | DOUST THAT U3
FORCE? COULD DO 'UCM EETTEAX. FURTHEP"ORE, vi£E WOULD HAVE VASTLY
corPLICATI:’? FACTOR OF NOT RUNNIN- VAR AND HENCE PROBLEM OF
iIRRANSINS SATISFACTORY CDN™AND RELATION3HIP3 WITH OUR VIETNAFE3E
ALLIES. ~INALL'S THERE WOULD BE EVER PRESENT QUESTION OF HOW
FOREIGN SOLDIER T™OULD DI3TIN UISH BETWEEN A VC AND FRIENDLY
VIETNAYSSE Fac”~vR. "™HEN S NIE- THIS ARRAY OF DIFFICULTIES,
[ CO"VINCED THAT WE SHOULD ADHERE TO OUR PAST POLICY 07?

our ground ~CPCE3 our or direct COUN'ERINSURGENCY role.

IF there VERE any GREAT LIKELIHOOD OF DRV FORCES CROSSING YE
DE'ILT*"ARIGED EO”E IN CO??VE'1ITIOMAL 'TTACX, THERE WOULD 3E NO
QUEST ID'-> 0~ NEED -0~ STROM' US GROUND FORCE TO ASSIST ARVN IN
DEFENSE 0™ OGAST”L -LAIN. HOWEVER, THIS SITUTIOH WOJD NOT

ARISE SUDDENLY AND WE SHOULD M-»£ A'L=LE TIME TO MAKE OUR DE-
PLO'":'-'ENTS Bz~OItz S~TU'-Tio”™’ -QT CUT O' HAND.

IN VIEy OF -OREMOIN; CONSNnGRATINS, | CONCLUDE THAT ONLY
'IISSION WORTH CG'~SIDERIN: NO¥ FOR ADDITIDMAL ~ARINES IN DANANG

AREA rs TO CONTRIBUTE TO DEFENSE CF 3ASE AGAINST YORTAR ftri
AN.:i GROUND ATTACK. nowever, JO DEFEND AGAINST MORTAR FIRE

n UE 'NO
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-n "3
0?£HATIO"'3 ANAI'AST MC I'" D A TO KEEP VC UNITS AT
DIBSTAMCE FHO-' 3A3E AMD M.KE -POSITIVE CONT 13UTIOM TO PACIFICATION
0” AREN. 3UCM M3 ~ORCES WOULD COMCUPPEHTLY 3E A7AILA LE TO JOI™™
COWSNTION.AL defense 07 AREA IF OPV AP'iY :<OVED SOUTHWARD
TN REMNUNMPIIOM 0~ rOH*AL HO3TILIT2S.

O DEFENSE O' THE danam- AIR3A.se A”AIMST SURPRISE ATTACK BY
~PE, IT YOULO 5E MECE33”RY FOR ARIME3 TO BE IM PLACE GV OPOUMD
% OO'"SI'ERAOLI TPEM'TM. (-ACV HAS EST | 'ATED THAT ABOUT SIX
BATTALION”™3 WOIEO 3S MEOESSARY TO KEEN G1l#M MORTAR FIRE CA/F
LAP3E AIRFIELD. ) m'E- WHOLE "E3 VERE DE?LO>"ED, THEY COULD
NOT PPOVInE COVALETE A33UR‘:1CE TH-T 3URMRISE SORTAR 7lre 3Y
S'"ALL GROUPS ATTACXP™,- -T 'U-'HT WOULD BE KE-T O7F FIELD.
PROTEOTIOM 07 FIELD A3AINST VC "ROUMD ATTACK WOULD BE COMSIDERA3LY
simpler AVD WOULD RTM™MUIRD "EMEP "ARIME3. IT IS HARO TO I-"AGINE
AM ATTACK 0™ ~IELD 3V -ORE TH-M MC RE ENT AVD E~EN AM ATTACK
IN THOSE MUXEEP3 OULD BE ELY RISKY IN 7ACE OF SUPERIOR
FRIENDLr AIR AVD =mROUND TO "EET 3UCH AM ATTACK,
DATTALIO- j7 [/'ARIME3 3M"")ptED 3Y LOGAL ARMM 7CRCE3 SHOULD BE
SUF“ICIEMT. "Ml OTHEP H~MD, AS IMOI TED ABOVE, E7-ECTIVE
°ERr-'ETER DE'EMSE '«ORT.:R 7I1IR " HOULD REQUIRE AT LEAST
1E3, i.C_.VC ARWM -

1
1
1
1
w

TM'TT.0 ~A/ 1
¥HOLE BRI'M

IT HAS SEeM -U'-:ESTED ~-(AT AM ANCILLARY BENEFIT TO DEPLOYMENT
0~ AD'ITIOMAL- * AR"M.E3 TO DAM-M' WOULD BE FREEING OF ARVN UNITS
FOR USE IL3Z?VvHIiRE IN ~O03!LE ORER.ATIOM0S. UHILE SOME ARVM
TROOPS O™ ORDER 07 BATTAL'OM 'fIGHT BE SO RELIEVED, MU*3EH MOULD

* MQOT. BE SUMMCIEMT Tn CONSTITUTE STROM" ARGUMENT FOR BRING IMG

IN MARIMES. GEMER'LLY SPZAKtNG, 'ARIME- MOULD BE PER™MOR’IMG
TA€K V:HIG- has -mctr ~EE"” DOME iDEOUITELY IM PAST.

Tiv] nr;?
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PASE 3 RH:J!R 1232A/2 —S— B ~w

youlLc Rzv:.mi at least "u”~.l brigade AYD | DO not believe

threat AVD POSSIBLE CSMSEQUENCE3 0~ 10RTAS ATTACK ARE 30 GREAT
AS TOV'ARHAr'T PIKMIK'- DOMN 30 VALUABLE FORCE IN STATIC DEFENSIVE
MISSIOAN:. MOUEVER, TN VIEW 0~ GENERAL WEST'IORELAKD 'S UNDERSTANDABLE
CDHCERM «FOR SAFETY 0? THIS I'IPORTANT BASE, | WOULD 3E WILLING
TO RECONNE-'D ~LACIN™ IN DAMANS NARINE BATTALION LANDING TEAN.
SUCH FORCE '"OULN STREVAATHEN! DEFENSE OF BASE AND, AT SA«E TIME,
WOULD BE Mal\ageable torce fro” point of vie'v of ACCONLNODATI.NS

IT ON EASE AND A5SORBIN IT INTO DANANG Cn'MUNITY. SUCH tgrCE
w it= THOSE ""ARMNES already present SHOULD RS-'OVE ANY SUB-
STANTIAL DANGER 0N VC GROUND ATTACK AND IN CONJUNCTION WITH
AVAILIELE ARVN tcrcES PROVIDE AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF SECURITY
AGAINST ATTACK BY FIRE.

IF WASHINGTON DECISION IS TO INTRODUCE ADDITIONAL MARINES INTO
DANANG ,» IT SHOULD, 0™ COURSE, BE :'ADE COf'TIN-ENT UPON GETTING
CONC:*RRENCE 0™ P7N, IT WOULD ~E USEFUL AND, | BELIEVE, NOT
DIFFICMLT TO SET GW TO INITpiE REQUEST ~OR ADDITIONAL FORCES
TO WHICH US” COULD THEN -CCEDE.
TA’aOR
BT

NO”™ VEST'*ORELAND :ANANG DANANG VC DANAN- GVN NOT GWN USG

M EB E SIiiiS'®

N:=NK
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE of 2 OF
it vjuimy cnmv/M odia
KiSSACE CL=(7U
-m90£/2i;/CS097 337
Cr'HPJ9uVV ALA:;00/tJAII3i; <
PH RUEKDA
F. RLIi-;jIS ILfJiIIA/I y.5"bZ
- ZHA 27Z 13U

PRAFE e
O By 'T'(en
-cusi:nEDi:

ril A'iEMUASSV SAIGO’I
TO RUEK.A/.JCS
RUHPA/CINCPAC
R'JEHCR/SECSTA IE ..ASHL'C V iU iis
STATZ

'm"ro
'imBHt
PHCH'SE

~fr-r SFONT of:;;'- -R:0??ir jcs *?2J

ii:yo r-RioRin <cincppc :oml Ifpi fsom saioo’; fee 1
L 1« . |
:VEF; JCS

IHE: Ret cable <?EQYBTS dkfcPAC,, HACV Ao s VI[EUIS
AS TO muidEHLNT frd Police DEPLOYMENTS TO IW itSs

or secUmyV SITUAIId/V) OF sv/v. WKINOREUNO | A&ftEE
) cmSLpm DrPLOMAITS TO SV PT THtS
IIMf facept Pos/tet'if rof?. PROTECTIGN O AtftPIEI.O AT »AMINS-

AL | TUB .fRiDS CoVS OP PLACW& ANf CO”™meRABLB

OP MARINES I(V OAMav6- ARE4 efN<?ND -THOSE FRE5>BATU AtSSI™NEKi-
1 DEVELOP 6m\/E RESfRVAIIO/tfS AS TO WiSPO~N 4<VD/VrCESSIIT'/ O#S& !
00llwW6, SUCK ACTION i/OULO 6 f STt*> LN ~?£veRSt"<g LOrfe STAAr)~N N
polLtd OF Av/oioi/~Mr cOHHITME£% oF c¢cm ifNj) ¢ m im Rsfoccs = sv™.

ACH. ..J3-i;"1-0)
nmwow Sli r-r. &

ki- -mj m

I<A<.2 . ;
|« CC

ADDED DiST: 22 FEB t5 J3-1(37) (CAPT MILLER)

'ADDED DIST: NMCC/DDO-1 (38) 2k FEB (CAPT ELKINS) NMCC/OCC

EX CY: DJ5-1 (39) (THOMPSON) 2k FEB 65- Of
(AGENDA) CJCS-2 (iiO-i*!) DJS-~t (k2-k5) SJCS-2 (~6-'4?) 2% FEB 65- O

DECLASSIFIED grfl‘ N/
Authority <g/¥<9 [ ——
Rv ~ ~ eNARS, Date3 -
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o ry.’ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
T-kiri  jov«rvt "1 vutart azcnwo axu
KESSAGI CKTM
aNCE THIS POLICY IS 3RtACHE:;> IT WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO
HOLD LINE. IF LANANC MEEDS LETTER PROTECTION, SO 00 BIEN HOA,

TON SOM NHUT NHA TRANG AND OTHER KEY EASE AREA?. ONCE IT BECO; *'

EVIDENT THAT WE ARE VilLLIMG ASSUME SUCH NEW RESPONSIBILITIES,
OME MY BE SURE THAT Qw UIL.L SEEK TO UNLOAD OTHER GROUND
FORCE TASKS UPON US. INCREASED NUMBER."? OF GROUTJ] FORCES I!!
SVN WILL INCREASE POIWT5 OF FRIGTIOM 'vITH ..OCAL POPULATION AND
CREATE CONFLICTS WITH RVNAF OVER COI'MAND RfLLATIONSHIPS.

THESE MSADVANTAGES CAN BE ACCEPTE.. ONLY |IF THFRE IS CLEAR
AN. UNCHALLENGEj NEE:. WHICH CAN BE SAIISFIED ONLY BY US GROL'ND
FORCES. TURNING TO POSSIBLE USES FOR AullITIONA.. MARINES IN
>ANANG AREA, | CAN SEE SEVERAL WHICH ARE 'YORTH mV.AI'INIKG.
FIRST, THEY COULj 3E USED TO REINFORCE PROIECTION OF DANANG
AIR 5ASE AGAINST EIEM HOA-TYPE OF AIirACK 2Y r::?€ OR ACAINST
CO0..:3INED \VC FIRE AtV GROUN. AIIACK,

MORE A :;:jirioub :-ii3s:0-. woul:;; n-* ro en:a(e in mjeke

OreERATIONS AGAINST VC IN -EA 10 KLL- '/c" JNITS AT

JASTANCE FROM bDASE AN~ MAKE POS.IiTIVE CONIRIBUIION TO PACIFICATION

OF AREA. SUCH US FORCES WOUL- CONCURRENTLY i3E AVAILA LE TO JOIN
IN CONVENTIONAL i"EFENSE OF AREA IF 1RJ ARMY MOVED SOUTHIJARD
IN RESUM-TIOf: OF FORMAL HO STIlITES-

IW DEFEAfS€: OF i1 B ABGAINST ATTACH' Bf
n/?£j IT woulC 6e NrcessAfA to enil place on srdu”d
iw CONS5IDmMBLET CKACsl HAS IMArieO Agoyt SIX
aermi(&v5 xeuto be A'Tcessary to keep Simn orp

IAR&E A IRFirLIfi.) €VE>/ IF WHOte WEIE THr* COWLIP

«"0T pRoVIOr COHPLETf ASSMAJUCE THAT SURPRISE rtORJ"

SrtALL €R-OUP% AT MIBHT WOULK) KBPI HEU).

PJLOTECTICW &(* FIELD A&AIMT VC (SROUMD ATTACK WULO BE CON*| DER46L<

SIHPLER A®/P WOPH3 REQui«™r F E W E R | X IS KARP TO

ATTACK ReU) MORE THAA/ JC RJIMNIME/vT AWD EVSV m fACk
\N THB6SC /VUNSERS WOUU3 6E OCTIlieKELI PAcCE OF SVPERIOR.
fp’ve/volV a It ano h(?e. to w Arm-e:?
mAr >G 1
— 'TO:N
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
KAGA imy/iilY acséa coni*

KtSJAJI CUIUI

MuMIOn OF riARINES SUPrORIED BY LOCAL ARVN 70RCF3 SHOJLD BE
SUFFICIENT. ON OTHER HANi.,, AS INDICATED ABOVE; EFFECTIVE
FERIHETER DEFENSE AGAINST MORTAR FllaE UC'JL) REQUIRE AT LEAST

WHOLE BRIGAUE OF M™RI NFS.
IT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED THAT AN ANCILI.LARY BENEFIT TO DEPLOYMENT

OF ADDITIONAL ~IARINES TO UOULi:- BE FREEING OF ARW UNIT.

FOR USE ELSEWHERE IN MOBILE OPERATIONS3, WHILE SOME ARV®

TROOPS OF ORJER OF BATTALION MI'JHT BE SO RELIEVED; NUMBER VICULD

NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO CONSTIT-JTE SIRONC. ARGUMENT FOR BRINGING-
IN MARINES. GENERALLY SPEAKING, MARINES WOULD BE PERFORMING
TASK WHICH HAS NOT BEEN DONE A..EQUAIELY XX PAST.

TAYLOR

REF not |IDENTIiF ifO 'BEL fVE "0 BE .'CS DIG 16:6102Z2}

SECTION ; OF 2 CF 3686D

FAct 3 ofF 3
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DEI’ARIMI'.NT OF DEFENSE

= rc '7 m :C R rf KAlialtAl KII'T/IKr r.OWMAHO CEHIER
tSSSASi CCfiuR

D9g3ii/22/C5U2 SEC 2 OF 3f 760

FrHBANal
_ } 53337
8712C2C:<JA83iiVZCZCJIIAN3T for A

P? RUEKDA -
DE RUKJIR i252A/2 2k/0b27Z SI-VICE :I

P 22 3501 ZEA -

FA ANEMBASSY SAIGON 211 | 5U/I

TO RUEKUA/|CS

INFO RUHPA/CINCPAC

RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHDC E}%%%mm J

STATE GRNC

BT r
r-OP—S-E JRET SETWO OFIV’O ACTION PRIORITY JCS 475

INFO PRIORITY CINCPAC 1671 DEPT 26S9 FROM SAIGON FEB 22, i PM_

LI MDI S

THE USE OF MARINES IN MOBILE COUNTER-VC OPERATIONS HAS TH"
ATTRACTION OF GIVING THEM AN OFFENSIVE MISSION AND NNE OF“

FAR GREATER APPEL THAN THAT OF MERE STATIC DEFENSE. HHOWAV'™A,

IT WOULD RAISE MANY SERIOUS PROBLEMS WHICH IN PAST HAVE APP~RED
SUFFICIENTLY FORMIDABLE TO LEAD TO REJECTION OF USE OF US

GROUND TROOPS IN A COUNTER-GUERRILLA ROLE. V.'HITE-FACED

SOLDIER ARMED, EQUIPPED AND TRAINED AS HE IS IS NOT SUITABLE
GUERRILLA FIGHTER FOR ASIAN FORESTS AND JL™,GLES. FRENCH TRI1“D
TO ADAPT THEIR FORCES TO THIS MISSION AND'FAILED; | DOUBT THAT US
FORCES COULD DO MUCH BETTER. FURTHERMORE, WE WOULD HAVE VASTLY
COMPLICAIING rACIiOR OF NOT RUINNING WAR AND HINCE PRO31.EM OF
ARRANGING SATISFACTORY COMI-IAND RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR VIETNAMESE
ALLIES. FINALLY, THERE WOULD BE EVER PRESENT QUESTION OF HOW t

ACT.......... J3-6(1-6)
CJCS”2(7--8) DJS-3(9-n) SJCS-1('12} J5-2(13-i”) StCDEF-5( 15-1S)
ISA-S-20"2<4) WHITE HOUSE-3 (25-27) CSA 2(28-29) CSAF-2(3C-31)

VY CNC'?'n-33 1 CMC-2(3;~33) FILE -1 (36) (36) JCK/M

PAGE 1 or 2

ADDED DIST: 22 FEB (5 J3*>(37) (CAPT MILLER)

ADDED DIST; NMCC/DDO-1 (38) 2h FE~. (CAPT ELKINS, NMCC/OTC)
(AGENDA) CJCS-2 (39-~70) DJS-f* (M-MO SJCS-2 '(‘*5-ft6) 2i* FEB 65 CT
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DKPART.MENT OF DEFENSE
v.frrut “iTIKT azdYas axta

M{'SAi.t CJJIES

FOREIGN SOLDIER WOULD DISTINGUISH BETWEEN A VC AND FRIENDLY
VIE.TNA;1ESE farmer, when 8 VIEW THIS ARRAY OF DIFFICULTTES,
| AM CONVINCEI* that WE SHOULD ADHERE TO OUR PAST POLICY OF
KEEPING OUR GROUND FORCES OUT OF DIRECT COUISTERINSURGENCY ROLE.

IF THERE WERE ANY GREAT LIKELIHOOD OF DRV FORCES CROSSING YE
i-EMILITARIZED ZONr. IN CONVr-NilOMAL ATTACKj THERE WOULD 5E NO
CUESTION OF NEED FOR STRONG US GROb-ND FORCE TO ASSIST AR\" IN
DEFENSE OF COASTAL PLAIN. HOWEVER, THIS SITUTION WOULD NOT

ARISE SUDDENLY AND WE SHOULj HAVE AIi'PLE TIliiE TO MAKE OUR DE-
PLOYMENTS BEFORE SITUATION GOT OUT OF HAND.

IN VIEW OF FOREGOING CONSIDERATINS, | CONCLUDE THAT ONLY
MISSION WORTH CONSIDERING NOW FOR ADDITIONAL MARINES IN DANANG
AREA IS TO CONTRIBUTE TO DEFENSE OF BASE AGAINST MORTAR FIRE
AND GROUN'D ATTACK. HOWEVER. TO DEFEND AGAINST MORTAR FIRE

KFN US NOT VC DRV THE NO US ARVN NOT

WOULD REQUIRE AT LEAST FULL BRIGADE AND | DO NOT BELIEVE

THREAT AND POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES OF MORTAR ATTACK ARE SC GREAT
AS TO WARRANT PINNING “OAM SO VALUABLE FORCE IN STATIC DEFENSIVE
MISSION. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S UNDERSTANDABL-
CONCERN FOR SAFETY OF THIS IMPORTANT BASE, | WOULD BE WILLING
TO RECOMMENu PLACING IN DANANG MARINE BATTALION LANDING TEAM.
SUCH FORCE WOuLD STRENGTHEN DEFENSE OF EASE AND, AT SAME TIME,
WOULD BE MANAGEABLE FORCE F«OM POINT OF VIEW OF ACCOMMODATING

[i ON BASr, AND ABSORBING i iNiO DAMANG COI'IMUNITY. SUCH FORCE
W liii iHOSE MARINES ALREADY PRESENT SHOULD REMOVE ANY SUB*
SiIA.NilAL DANGER o MC GROUND ATTACK AND IN CONJUNCTION WITH

AVAILABLE ARVN FORCES PROVIDE AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL OF SECURITY
AGAIi<Si ATTACK BY FIRE.

IE.)‘I‘Z#'.ASHILGTON HMCISTON IS TO INTRODUCE ADDITIONAL MARINES INTO

D70 85 97)*, OF COURSE, BE MADE CONTINGENT UPON GETTING
pNCU.-~"RENCE-OF IT WOULD BE USEFUL AND, | BELIEVE, NOT
DIrrl'A"ULi iO GET G/A\ iO INITIAE Ri.QUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FORCES
TO WHICH USG COULD THEN ACCEDE.

TAYLOR
BT

CFN NOT WESTMORELAND DANANG DANANG VC DANANG GWN NOT G/ USG

SEC 2 Or 2 PAGE 2 OF 2

—|‘[‘|O|_\ | B

—0—1>>-ncu1<73l\>—'o>om,_\om
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DI-PARTMENT OF DEFENSE

WIK’*MAI  »llITIKY C?'k!«AND CE.-STtR

CC5A/JCSI23/i?-12/22FEB C5
11SB535

VvV PHiyi38V
®'00 RUF.KDA

DE RUMSMA 2963E 22/2750Z

0 220773z
n-I COMUSMACV

TO RUHKA/CinCPAC

IMFO RL'EKEA/CJ
B

CS

KiSSASC

cDdts

AGENDA: CJCS-2 (59-60)
DJS-i) (61-6ii))
2k FEB 65. OT

. DECLASSIFIED

Authority

By.

SJCS-2 (65-t

NARS, r>nfA3 -~ AN -7 f

o 0ONs Pr pr T -iac joo 5515
PERSONAL FOR ADM SHARP AM!
TTG 122143Z FE3.

A. JCS 0J51A2,
Be 11AC.J-5

BTG

IkN\Nk\2

C. CIKCPAC iezkzs52 FEBo
DTG 1616137 FEB. ,
E. IMACJ-3 4999, DTG 1718227 FEB.

1. DEADLINES PLUS THE EHERCENCY NATURE OF EVENTS IM SAIGOM
HAD KOT THUS FAR PERMITTED ME TO MAKE A PffiSONAL RECOKfJAISSAM E
OF THE DA NAJC AREA TO STLTIY SITUATION ON CROUfT ur. DEPLOYMEW
OF MEB. HOWEVE, YESTERDAY AFTERNOON |
VISIT DA .NANC AND FORMULATE MORE PRECISE VIEL'S AS TO SUITABI E
COMPOSITION OF THE MEB TAILORED TO LOCAL REQUIREMENTS.

.. SHOULD3RINC ELEMENTS OF THE

D. wCs 035311,

2. HAE ALSO CONCLUDED THAT

MEB ASHORE ON A PHASED BASIS.

TEN I'HEELER FROM WESTMORELANHD

I FEB.

HAD OPPOTr.TUNITY TO

THE IMMEDIATE SECLT?1TY TASK SHOULD NOT BEBROUTHT ASHORE
ALTHOUGH CERTAIN MINIMUM COMMAND ANT SUPPORT ELEMENTS MusT 31
INCLUDED. INITIALLY,
FOR THE M/IRINE ENCIN'EDJS CONSTRUCTING HAILK BATTERY POSITION
or: HILL 327. THIS BATTALION UOULD REMAIN ON HILL 327 TO SECURE ’

THE HA’K BATTERY LOCATED. THERE.

ONE BLT

53337
.C/HC

€ rnce

n

IS REQUIRED TO PROVIDESECURITY

C9 \n

ir ms.

THOSE TROOPS NOT ESSENTIAL FOR

AFTER THE MOVE OF THE BATTERY

TO HILL 327, A SECOND BLT SHOULD EE DEPLOYED™ TO PRCVIDE UHAT

I CONSIDER APPROPRIATE

RESOURCES ON THE AIRFIELD

UTi'IL ONE OF THE HAVK BATTERIES

INNER PERIMETER SECU-RITY FOR THE US

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE MC THREAT.

IS MOVED TO HILL , THE

POSITIONING OF A BLT ON THE AIRFIELD KOULD OVERCROUD THE SPACt
AVAILAELE. ONE SQUADRON OF HELICOPTERS SHOUI T BE ~“DEPLOYED TO

EX CY: 0JS-]

ACT. .. J3-6 (!

(16-20)

_6)

(59)

(7) DJS-3 (8-

ISA-5

Ccr>.C6 (kk-kS)

(THOMPSON) 23 F

10) SJCS-3

(21-25) CSA-6 (26

FILL-1

(50) JCK/L

EB 65.

(11-13)

-31) CSAF-6 (32-3/)

PAGE 1 OF 2

o1

NMCC-2 (174-15) SLCDEF-5

ADDED DIST; OCJCS-2(51-52) W.MITE HOUSE-3(53-55) STATE-1(50)
(PER KEARNEY)

22 FEB 05 J3-1(57)

CANCEL ACTION:

J3-1

(58)

(22 FEB 05)

(PER DENBOW,

(56)

(CAPT MILLER)"

$JCS)

23 FEB 65.

CNO-6 (38-173)
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
mncNAi viiir*SY criwAio ctxTUt
KISSAGE tEWITE.1

sf=ci>.Lr

INSURE SUFFICIENT LIFT FOR A RESERVE OF ONE RIFLE COMPANY Alb
TO AUGMENT THE PRESENT LIT CAPACITY AVAILABLE FOR | CORPS
OPERATIONS. AT THIS JUNCTURE, I SEE NO NECESSITY OF 3RINCIN&
FIXEP UING AIRCRAFT ASHORE; HOWEVER, THIS MATTER REQUIRES
FURTHER STUDY. THE THIRD BLT SHOULD NOT COME ASHORE FOR
FORESEEABLE FUTURE BUT BE AVAILABLE WIEN AND IF REQUIRED.

3. THE ME3 SO DEPLOYED L'OULD PERMIT FOUR REGINAL FORCE
COMPANIES TO DISPL/’'CEto MORE EFFECTIVE TACTICAL DISPOSIT IONS.
A TANK PLATOON WOULD BE RELIEVED, AND AN ADDITIONAL REGIONAL
FORCE BATTALION, NOW BEING RECRUITED, SHOULD BE DIPLOYED AS
PACIFICATION TROOPS IN POPULATED AREAS NORTH AND SUTH OF THE
AIRFIELD THEREBY PROVIDING IMPROVED SECURITY,

iio IN SUMMARY, t BELIEVE THAT THE MEB AILORED TO CURRENT
REQUIREMENTS SH ;JLD BE DEPLOYED TO DA NANG ON A PHASED BASIS
AS SOON AS POLIIICAL CLEARANCE IS OBTAINED.

5'-'A" VIEWS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED WITH AMB TAYLOR WHO IS FILiriG
A MESSAGE ON THIS SUBJECT, GP-3

BT

PAGE 2 OF 2
ueik IS 28615
100i*05Z IS 299hs

kooo IS 31201

AOV TO CJICS
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Action

Info

TELEGRisM Department of State

sNrcRrr

ZCZaiJAO85VECZCIIAS71
PP RUEHCR RUEHEX RUEHJS 0
DE RUMJIR 129IAl 23/10457 1%5FEB23 AM 7 28
P-2309557Z ZEA
FM AMEI'IBASSY <UIGO~"
TO rijehcr/secstate washdc
RUEHJS/DOD WASKDC ~
ruehex/whitehouse.
RUEHJS/JCS WaSHDC-/"
info.humtbk/ amembassy Bangkok
RUMJFS/AMEMBaSS'Y VIENTIANE
ruhpa/cincpac
state grnc , , _ -
S>-£-(r-R"irT7"ONE OFTWB) ACTION PRIORIT vfePT 27Ip
DOD 476 WHITEHOUSE 575 JCS 26 -INFO PRIORITY BaNGXCK 539
VIENTIANE 428 CINCPaC 1652 FROY1 SalGON FEB. 23, 5FM

L 1 MD 1 S

seacoord mMET Saigon February 22 and 23 and discussed agenda
ITEMS transmitted IN SalGON’S 2678 TO SECSTaTE.

meeting YAS attended by ambassadors martin and Sullivan,
THEIR military AIDES, AND GENERAL MILTON, CINCPAC REPRESENTATIVE,

/'xBassadors’Taylor, martin and sullivan gave appraisals of the
general situation in their RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES, FOLLOWED BY AN
CFN 2711 476 375 26 559 428 1652 23 5FM 22 AND 23 2678

Page two rumjir 129iai jc=©=-p s-e-g-r-w —
APPRAISAL OF DRV REACTIONS (SEE SEPTEL 1292).

agenda item |l - US air OPERATIONS IN AND OVER LAOS;

(1) Yankee team operations udorn.

THE group considered PROS AND CONS OF OPERATING YANKEE TEAM
MISSIONS FROM UDORN. aDVaOTaGES INCLUDE FASTER REACTION TIME,
BETTER COORDINATION AND BRIEFING, MORE RESPONSIVE TO USERS AND
THINNING OUT VULNERABLE A/C CONCENTRATIONS ON RVN BASES.

CONS WERE CONSIDERED REL ATIVELY MINOR AND INCLUDED POSSIBLE

.OVERCROWDING AT UDORN' AND POTENTIAL FOR SOME CONFUSION IN CONTROL.

BOTH OF THESE SEEM MANAGEABLE. THE GROUP NOTED THal AMBASSADOR
Martin saw .no objection to this project and it was
AGREED that THIS PROJECT WOLLD CONTRI3.UTE TO MORE EFFECTIVE

OPERA.TICN, fe'EJRrS'— REPRODUCTION F?,CM THIS COPY IS
Punujivlitd m - f A A e PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIEO"
"TtullionTy Authority e .

Bvz~//x NARA,Date /V/y
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-2- 2711, February 23, 5 P.M., (SECTION ONE OF TWO) from Saigon.
(2)C3)C4)C5) - coordination BARREL ROLL MISSIONS. v

=VIENTIANE [S CONFUSED BY NUZBER OF SOURCES WHICH INITIATE 1
target SUBMISSIONS AND AMENDMEOTSFOR BARREL ROLL MISSION. ‘ i
main resultant PROBLEMS ARE TIMING AND RESPONSIVENESS OF EXECUTION
DECISIONS and COORDINATION AT VIENTIANE TO INCLUDE SaR.

LAST MINUTE CHANGES AGGRAVATE THESE PROBLEMS. GROUP REVIEWED
CURRENT BARREL ROLL PROCEDURES AND STATUS AND DISCUSSED SOLUTIONS
TO RELATED PROBLEMS. CONCLUSIONS BEING EXPRESSED THROUGH

CHANN E LS."GROUP BEL IE VES'T HAT CONFUSION ON TARGET FOR RECENT ‘
CFN DRV, 1292 IT US (1) A/C RVN NO (2) (3) (4) (5) SAR

Page three rum”ir i2"%iai

Sam neua barrel roll mission, could probably have been avoided

BY more precise DESCRIPTION OF MISSION AND RESTRICTIONS ATTENDANT
thereto, the group WAS BRIEFED | N VALUE OF SEVERAL LUCRATIVE
targets ON ROUTE 6 WHICH WILL BECOME ESPECIALLY VALUABLE TO THE

ENEMY WHEN BaN KEN FORD ON ROUTE 7 WILL BE CLOSED BY RAINY
SEASON. -

THE GROUP NOTED EMBASSY VIENTIANE’S REQUIREMENTS FOR INCREASED
HELICOPTER SaR CAPABILITY IN LAOS' AS OPS INCREASE IN FREQUENCY
AND distance FROM FRIENDLY TERRITORY. THE GROUP CONCURS THAT
VIENTIANE HAS A PROBLEM IN RROVIDING ADEQUATE SAR SUPPORT,

and SUPPORTS AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN’S EFFORTS TO ENHANCE THAT
CAPABILTTY. ,

OF 42 INTERDICTION TARGETS IN LAOS, 16 ACTIVE TARGETS REMAIN.
OF THESE 13 HAVE BEEN HIT (30 PER CENT AVEGaGE DESTRUCTION),
3 are UNHIT, 8 MORE ARE BEING PROPOSED BY VIENTIANE. IT WAS
,NOTED rM+AT US FORCES HAVE RECEOTLY BEEN AUTHORIZED TO ESTABLISH
CHOKE POINTS AT NaPE PASS, ROUTE 263, AND MUGIA PASS.

agenda item |Il - DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS INHERENT IN OVERFLIGHT =
OF LAOS BY US/VNaF AIRCRAFT EN ROUTE TO TARGETS IN DRV. .
AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN STATED THAT US AIRCRAFT CAN CONTINUE OVERFLIGHTS
CFN Sam neua 6 TO Ban ken ford | SAR LAOS ops SUR TO 42

16 13 30 3 8 US TO NaPE PASS 23W'IUGIA PASS |1l US/VNAF DRV US

PAGE FOUR RUMJIR 129]Al-~r=Q=P
OVER LAOS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROCEDURES .DEVELOPED AT LAST

SEACOORD MEETING (EM3TEL 2377) AND ON UNDERSTANDING SUCH OVER'
FLIGHTS WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY US.
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"%

] ' m /

SATCRET— eV m

-3- 2711, February 23, 5 P,M., (SECTION ONE OF TWO) from Saigon™

HOWEVER HE FELT THAT THE_LAOT GOVERNMENT sWOULD NOT AT THIS ... B
TIME APPROVE OVEGFLIGHTS OF VNAF AIRCRAFT,. Y
AGENDA ITEM IV USE OF THAILAND BASES TO LAUNCH US REPRISAL \

STRIKES AGAIFST DRV.

AMBASSADOR MARTIN STATED THAT CONCURRENCE IS NOT REQUIRED TO

USE THAILAND Ba3ZS TO LAUNCH SPECIFIC REPRISAL STRIKES FOR SPECIFIC
INCIDENTS SUCH AS PLEIKU AS HE HAS ALREADY OBTAINED THIS AUTHORITY
FROM THE THAI GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, HE'MUST BE INFORMED BEFORE

THE Bases are used, for more general permission, he would have

TO again,approach THAIl GOVERNMENT. ' N

agenda item V - discussion .OF POSSIBLE INCREASED LOGISTICS
REQUIREMENT IN MUONG SOUI/FDJ. '

GROUP WAS BRIEFED BY ARMA VIENT IANE ON®EDEVELOPING BATTLE IN |
Sam neua area and its potential for expanding southward toward
MUONG SOUI area. FIRST PHASE IS PL EFFORT TO CLEAN OUT MEO
AND TWO Far BNS, DRIVING THEM WESTWARD. SECOND PHASE MAY BE
DIRECTED AGAINST MUONG $0UlI AND JUNCTION OF ROUTES 7 AND 13. .. =
CFN 2077 NOT RPT NOT US NOT VNAF IV US DRV NOT TO TO PLEIKU

THAI THAI V MUONG SOUI/PDJ ARMA SaM NEUA MUONG SOUI PL MEO
FAR BNS MUONG SOUIl 7 13 <

= —

Page five rumijir i29iAi'*c”e”

IF SECOND PHASE MATERIALIZES, VIENTIANE WILL NEED A MAJOR
EXPANSION OF LOGISTIC CAPABILITIES AND HAS REQUEST IN PROCESS
FOR substantial INCREASE IN LOGISTICS AIR LIFT TO MEET THIS =m
CONTINGENCY. GROUP NOTED VIEOTIANE MISSION DISCUSSION ON POSSIBLE
QUICK requirement FOR SUBSTANTIAL LOGISTIC AUGMENTATION,

MUCH OF WHICH PROBABLY MUST CCME FROI US SOURCES IN SEA.

IT WAS NOTED ALSO THAT THESE PL OFFENSIVES WILL CREATE SOME
targets for FRIENDLY AIR STRIKES. AIRA AND ARMA VIENTIANE ARE

coordinating-to keep Barrel roll target W entory up to date
IN this respect. .
agenda item VI - possible use of udorn for some OPLAN 34-A-AIR ops.

ambassador martin stated that he anticipated no problem I[N -
securing THAI PERMISSION FOR STAGING SOME OF THESE OPERATIONS
through UDORN OR NaKON PaNM. . N

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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'b(o’
agenda ITEM VII - US/THAI COMMAND RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS IF
INTRODUCED INTO THAILAND.

US FORCES CATEGORY 3 AND 4 OF OPLaN-37

THE GROUP TURNED TO POTENTIAL PROBLEMS WHICH WOULD'BE CREATED

BY PROPOSED, DEPLOYMENTS- OF US GROUND FORCES [1'JTO THAILAND
ENVISIONED IN OPLAN 37 AND RECENTLY RECOIMMENDED BY JCS TO SECDEF.

IT WAS NOTED THAT AMBASSADOR MARTIN FELT THAT THAI FEEL PRE-
CAUTIONARY DEPLOYMENTS ARE UNNECESSARY, SINCE THEY FEEL THE
TAYLOR ,

mBT . .
,CFN US SEA PL AIRA ARMa VI OPLAN 34-A'AIR OPS NO THAI NAKON PANOM
VII US/THAI US 3 4 OPLAN-37 US OPLAN-37,JCS SECDEF THAI

2/23/65; PASSED

NOTE; ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, 7:40 A.M.,
2/23/65.

WHITE HOUSE, DOD, CIA, 8:40 A.M.
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Adiosi

55

Info

TEIESRAM Deparhnent of State

P? RUEHCR RUEHEX RUE'KJS

DE RUMJIR 1291A2 23/171152

P 2310457 zzk _

FM  AMEMBASSYCMa lIGONQ

TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE WASHIC
RUEHJS/DOD WASHOC
RUEHEX/UHITEHOUSE
RUEHJS/JCS WASHDC

INFO RUtITBK/AfIEMBASSY BANGKOK
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE
RUHPA/CINCPAC R
STATE GRNC

19202

1965 FEB 23 AM 8:57

-rrtPp s-FFx.R X T (Srwo™"*wb) action priority (Nept 2TiT
INFO PRIORITY B~ ljcoK

DOD 476 WHITEHOUSE 375 JCS 26

t

L1 MD1 S

~VIENTIANE 428 CINCPAC 1652 FROM SAIGON FEB, 23, 5PM

\S>

mr'\

MORE PRESSURE US PUTS ON DRV, THE LESS POSSIBILITY OF DRV/CHICOIJ
;OVERT GROUND AGGRESSION. THEY WOULD HOWEVER WELCOME ANY

LAOS. IT WAS NOTED THAT PROJECT 22,
DEFENSE ACROSS THE MEKONG, WHEN IT
JA RATIONALE FOR TEMPORARY US DEPLOYI-IENTS.
CFN US DRV DHV/CHICOM 22 THAI/US MEKONG US

PAGE TWO RUMIJIR 1291A2

:IN DISCUSSION OF SECURITY OF VITAL
IT WAS AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO TAKE ALL FEASIBLE

MEASURES TO IMPROVE SECURITY CONDITIONS. ON QUESTION 0?7 WHZTKSR
US SENTRIES IN THAILAND COULD BE ARMED, AMBASSADOR MARTIN SAID

THAI WOULD NOT AGREE TO THEIR

USE.

,~-DEPLOYIIENTS TO CONDUCT ACTIVE 'OPERATIONS AGAINST THE ENEMY IN \%

BILATERAL THAI/US PLAN FO.1
IS COMPLETED MAY PROVIDE -

INSTALLATIONS IN THAILAN3D,

HE SAID CHIEF JUSI-IAG

THAILAND. HAD MADE EXTENSIVE SURVEY AND WAS IN PROCESS OF DISCUSSIOfI

WITH SUPREME COMMAND TO INSURE THAT THAI

TAKE MEASURES TO PROVIDE

ADDITIONAL SECURITY FOR US INSTALLATIONS. DEPUTY CHIEF JUSMAG
SAID HE IN PROCESS OF PROCURING AND INSTALLING AT PEPPER GRINDER

PASSIVE SECURITY FACILITIES IN ADDITION TO THAI

AND HAD FOUND THAI RESPONSIVE TO REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE.
IN NE THAILAND WHICH COULD GROU
INTO A POSITIVE THREAT TO NAKON PHINOM, ELSEWHERE, COMMIES ARE
.UNDERGROUND'AND C APABILITIES ARE NOT PRECISELY KWOWN.

THERE IS 9N INSURGENCY THREAT

ITEM V IIl, ROUTE 9, tilLL BE REPORTED BY SEPTEL.

By*as=E"% fif TtittrD aw

Authority

REPRODUCCN
-PROHIBITED UNLESS

DECLAPC:2Q

NARA,

ARMED GUARDS

TH!. COPY 13
"UNCIASSIFIED"
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m2- 2711, February 23, 5 P.M.(SECTION TWO OF TWO) from Saigon.

AGENDA ITEM IX - WEO OPERATIONS IN DRV.

) .THE GROUP DISCUSSED POTENTIAL FOR ESTALISHING AN ACTIVE RESISTANCE
PROGRAM IN DRV BY MEANS OF MEO ASSETS ALREADY DEVELOPED IN LAOS

AND DRV BORDER AREAS. CAS REPRESENTATIVE FELT THAT DRV I
HILL PEOPLE NOT WELL ENOUGH DEVELOPED AT THIS TINE TO PERMIT

,CFN US NOT JUSMAQ US JUSMAG PEPPER GRINBER NE NAKON PHANVM

COMMIES NOT V 11l 9 IX MEO DRV DRV MEO LAOS DRV CAS DRV

PAGE THREE RUMJIR 129IA2”Trn=P S-X CR s ~

ANY APPRECIABLE ACTIVITIES OTHER THAN INTELLIGENCE. SUCCESS
WITH MEO IN LAOS HAS BENEFITTED FROM THE EXCEPTIONAL LEADERSHIP
OF ONE MAN. GROUP NOTED DIFFICULTY OF RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF ANY
*RES»STANCE MOVEMENT IN DRV BASED ON HILL PEOPLE BECAUSE OF
BACKWARPNESS, UNPREDICTABILITY, LACK OF UNITY OF ANY KIND AND
LONG TERM MANAGEMENT ATO CONTROL PROBLEMS FOR SPONSORS.

UCTION SUMMARY:
] YANKEE TEAM MISSIONS OPERATING PIROM UDORN. ACTION CINCPAC.

2. VIENTIANE REQUIREMENTS FOR BETTER AND MORE HELICOPTER SAR
:CAPABIL/TY IN LAOS. ACTION VIENTIANE.

' . B >
i3. VIENTirVs REQUIREMENT FOR EXPANSION OF SUBSTANTIAL LOGISTIC
mAIR LIFT IN~ANT OX PLA EXPANSION SOUTHWARD TOWARD MXONG SOUI
mAREA. ACTION VIENTIANE AND CINCPAC,

16P-3. '

TAYLOR, ' , ;.

BT ' e . '

ICFN MEO LAMS DRV T. 2. SAR 3. PL MUJONG SOUI GP-3 Yo

mNOTE: ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-O, 9:10 A.M., 2/23/65; PASSED WHTITE
- * HOUSE, DOD, CIA, 10;10A.M., 2/23/65. -
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..C0O;'1KE T51LS<s8M Department of State N -y

Actior.

d.

----CTIPT?V-r
CONTROL; 19204
RECD: February 23, 1965 8:58 a.m.
FROM: Saigon
ACTION: Secstate 2720. PRIORITY DECLASSIFIED
ABftorily STATE letter MOV? ~ s
DATE: February 23, 8 p.m. . Vs, mars
gE Cn C-T
'‘AiceRlu Repr-rT = B | » o
FOR THE PRESIDE NT fvy<K Tan(?c.r R .
mO0DI S ] ] E =

N

«THIS HAS BEEN THE MOST T'KpSY-TURVY WEEK SINCE | CAME TO THIS
POS'T,™ ifEW GOTTERNNENT INST.ALLED, A COUP ATTEMPTED AGAINST

THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, THE COUP SUPPRESSED, THE GOVMAN\DER-
IN-CHIEF DEPOSED BY THOSE WHO HAD PUT DOWN THE COUP.t~Ki:. COUP
mATTEMPT ITSELF WAS AN ILL-CONSIDERED, ILL-TIMED MOVE AGAINST
XHANH by a group of OFFICERS AND FORMER OFFICERS, MANY OF. WHOM
HAD ALREADY BEEN DISCREDITED BY THEIR EARLIER UNSUCCESSFUL
attempt AGAINST KHANH LAST SEPTEMBER 15.i"ONE MIGHT H5)VE EXPECTED
that GENERAL PHaT, THE COUP LEADER, WOULD HAVE DONE BETTER

ON A SECOND O BUT HE AGAIS MISJUDGED THE TEMPER OF THE MILITARY
COMMANDERS HAVING EFFECTIVE MILITARY STRENGTH IN THE SAIGON
AREA. fHAT’S UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT DID HAVE THE EFFECT! HOW-VER,
OF BREAKING KHANH'S SF2LL OVER HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE ~RMED
*FORCES COUNCIL AD OF BRINGING THEM TO A DECISION TO UNSEAT
HIM. THIS ACTION APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL ANDKHANH’ S
APPOINTMENT AS AMBASS-A'DOR-AT-LARGE HAS JUST BEEN ANNOUNCED.

| UNDC.RSTAND THAT HE WILL DEPART SAIGON FORJ HONG KONG ON 25
FEBRUARY: BUT ONE CANNOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF HIS

MAKING ANOTHER LAST MCNUTE MANEUVER TO SAVE HIMSELF.

WITH-p-IAN,*THE TROUBLEMAKER, REMOVED FROM THE SCENE, WE HOPE
THAT THE-QUAT GOVERNMENT CAN GET UNDER WAY WITH-OUR*JOINT

PROGRA'MS. VE BELIEVETHAT the GOVERNMENT HAS CONSIDERABLE
POTENTIAL BUT ITS BASIC STRENGTH',WILL NOT BE KNOWN UNTIL

PUT TO THE TEST. THAT TEST 1S ~LIKELY TO BE A CHALLENGE BY THEO
JUDDHIST INSTITUTE WHERE JHICHTAM CHAU IS PRESENTLY MAKING

%-KHANH ANTI-SUU. NOISES. IT IS HARD To’'SEE WHAT OBJECTION

.THE INSTITUTE CAN FIND IN THE QUAT GOVSRNMENT, THE MEMBERS

0~ WHICH WERE CAREFULLY CHOSEN™WITH A VIEW TO THEIR ACCEPTABILILY
TO'THE BUDDHISTS.

. REPRODUaiON FROM TH.S COPY iS
~ PROHIBITSD UNLESS "UNCLASSIFizD"
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SECPE£¥------
-2* 2720, February 23,-8 p.m., From Saigon

JHE EXCITEMENT OVER THE COUP TENDED TO DIVERT ATTENTION SOMEWHAT
FROM THE VJET GO.’G MUNITIONS SHIP SUNK OFF TKE COAST OF pHU
PROVINCE. /THECARGO Op THIS SHIP FURNISHES BY FAR THE'MOST
DRAMATIC EVIDENCE OF HANOI INVOLVEMENT YET UNCOVERED IN THE
WAR. AN INCOMPLETE COUNT OF THE CARGO AND NEARBY CACHES
INDICATES that SOME 4,030 WEAPONS, LARGE QUANTITIES OF AMMUNITION
AND SOME 50” POUIMS OF MEDICINES WERE CAPTURED. THE WEAPONS
AND AMMUNTIONS WERE'THE USSR,"EAST GERMANY, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
AND COMMU”MeIST CHI NA;, HANOI'PACKING'sIIPS' WERE >OUND IN THE
MEDICAL CONTAINERS, WHICH INCLUDES SUPPLIES MANUFACTURED IN
~ORTH VIETNAM, the USSR, COMMUNIST CHINA," EAST GERMANY, *
CZECHOSLOVAKIA BULGARIA AND -JAPAN. "THIS DISCOVERY IS PARTICULARLY
TIMELY IN T€RMS OF JUSTIFYING ~"THE bHSIY~N AIR :S.TR_IKES AGAINST
y'pR"QH VIETNAMESE MILITARY TARGETS';* ~

VIST CONG ACTIVITY,WAS DOWNmDURING'THE WEEK BUT PACIFICATION
Cu.JJIiTIONS REMAINS UNSATISFACTORY IN MANY PROVMNCES, -PA-

" “"TICULARLY
IN 3INH DINH AND PHU YEN. THE DETERIORATING SECURITY SITUATION
IN THIS iJiTTER AREA HAS REQUIRED A CUT BACK IN OUR ECONOMIC
PROGRAMS, SINCE USOM REPRESENTATIVES ARE GENERALLY UNABLE ;
TO LEAVE THE PRINCIPAL LCA'NS. WE CAN HARDLY EXPECT TO REVERSE =«
THE SITIATION IN CENTRAL VIETNAM UNTIL THE QUAT GOVERNMENT

IS able TO INCREASE ITS OPERATIONAL MILITARY AND PARAMILITARY
STRENGTH. ' . ] ‘ ]

-r*f, ! [T ' me
CRIii iiODIS KHANH KHANH 13 PHAT PHAT'S KHANH’S ' KHANH’ S
25 CANNOT KHANH QUAT NOT THICK TAM CHAU PRO-

'R e KHANH ..ANTI-SUU

QUAT PHU YEX4,B00 500 USSR USSR US/GVN BINH DINH PHU YEN
tjSOM QUAT' ~

TAYLOR EE -

- SBCRE¥-
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

«urd-Ains-TF adRiAso IS
L.

D051/25/JCS287 CAL >3337
RR RUZKKA FCR. 'C/MC r
DE RU:iSHA 31368b 23/097i5Z SEi ICE
R 2379152
FM COMUSI1IACV
TO RUHKA/CINCPAC 223 2*12

INFO nUHPD/CINCPACFLT
RUEKEA/JCS-

RUMFCU/3D MEB
RUMFCR/79.3.3.6

RWASAG/SR ADV 1 CORPS

BT
I 0OPSE C-ft-ET MAC J32 5601
DEPLOYMENT OF flEB TO DA NANG
A. CIIICPAC 160M."52 FEB 65.
B. CCMUSMACV OPLAIl 37-64.
c. Il KEF ADniN PLAN 37-64 FOR GG NINTH MEB.
D. CCMUSMACV 220743Z FEE 65.
1. FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS ARE VIEWS REQUESTED IN REF A
NOT ALREAW COVERED BY REF D.

A. MISSION; MEB DEPLOYS SELECTED FORCES TO AREA OF
DA NANG AND IM COORDINATION WITH GWN FORCES OCCUPIES
DEFENSIVE POSITIONS ON CRITICAL TERRAIN FEATURES IN ORDER
TO SECURE THE AIRFIELD AND AS DIRECTED COMMUNICATIONS
FACILITIES, SUPPORTING INSTALLATIONS, PORT FACILITIES AND
LANDING ED\CHES AT DA NANG AGAINST ATTACK.

B. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS;

(1) AIRLIFI'ED MEB ELEMENTS LAND AT DA NANG AIRFI~LD

AND SURFACE ELEMENTS LAND OVER RED BEACH (AT9907S9).

(2) GG MEB ASSUMES COMIMAND OF MARINE inUTS PRESENTLY
AT DA HANG AND CONTINUES TASKS ASSIGNED THO5 UNITS.

(3> GROLMD FORCES OCCUPY TERRAIN CRITICAL TO DEFENSE

OF DA NANG AIRFIELD AND ARE PREPARED TO PROVIDE SECURITY
AT KEY INSTALLATIONS.

<4) HELICOPTER SOUADRON WITH TG 76.5 COLLOCATES =
WITH 1l«sRINE SQUAIRCH (MTU 79.3.5) NON AT DA NANG, SUPPORTS

MEB OPERATIONS ASHORE, AND ASSISTS MTU 79.3.5 WITH PRESENT
MISSION.

(5) ALTHOUGH THE AIRHASE LOADING STUDY JUST COMPLET-
ED SHO>'S DA saJG AIRFIELD CAN ACCEPT ONE F~m SQUADRON LMNDER
CURRD-JT OPEPJITING CONDITIONS, DEPLOYMENT OF THIS ELaiFNT
IS NOT CONTEMPLATED INITIALLY BUT WILL BE GIVEN FURTHER
INFO..oooeo..n. CJCS-2 (1-2) DJS-3 (3'5) SJCS-1 (6) J3-6 (7-12) NMCC-2 (13-1'0
SECDEF-5 (15-19) ISft-9 (20-28) CSA-2 (29-30) CSAF-2 (31*32)
Crio-2 (33-37°+) CMC-5 (35-39) FILE-1 («+0) L/L

\

PAGE | OF 3 V
EX CY: DJS-J (41) (THOMPSON) 2k FEB 65. o1
ADDED DiST: Jn~-3 {h2-hk) 2k FEB 65 (PER DENBOW)
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) DEPAXTMENT OF DEFENSE
-TOP SHIRE ~uTiOiU KiiiT\sr ccksuKO cajTta
UiISMCE CtMTHt

CONSI DERATION BY MCV.

1? deployed, squadhon is prepared to
ACCOMPLISH FOLLOWING MISSIONS:

(A) CCHDUCT AIR OFFENSIVE, DEFENSIVE, AND CLOSE
SUPPORT OPEPJI\TICNS IN SUPPO2T OF US/RV?1AF FORCES.

(B) ASSIST IN AIR DEFENSE OPERATIONS.

<C) PARTICIPATE IN SAR OPERATIONS.

<D) MAKE AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE TO CINCPACEFLT
FOR THE CC:DUCT OF RETALIATORY AIR STRIKES.

(7) G5 KEB ESTABLISHES AND MAINTAINS LIAISON WITH
G5 | CORPS TKEOUGH US SENIOR ADVISOR | CORPS AND WITH OTHER
US AMD ALLIED FORCES IN DA NANG AREA, PROVIDES LIAISON TO USMACV
COMBAT OPERATIONS CENTER <O.

(8) MED IS PREPARED TO CONDUCT JOINT AND/OR
COORDINATED OPER..TIONS WITH RVNAF AND/OR OTHER FORCES.

C. COMVAND RELATIONS:

(1) COMUSMACV EXERCISES OPERATIONAL CONTROL
THROUGH G5 MED OVER MEB FORCES DEPLOYED IN RVN.

(2) GG HEB ONCE ASHORE SERVES AS NAVAL
COMPONENT COMMANDER.

(3) COMMANDER SECOND AIR DIVISION AS AIR FORCE
COMPONENT COMMANDER ACTS AS COORDINATING AUTHORITY FOR
OPEPJITIONS OF AIR UNITS/ELEMENTS IN COMUSMACV AREA OF
RESPONSIBILITY. HE EXERCISES THIS FUNCTION THROUGH THE
AOC, ON WHICH G5 MEB WILL BE REPRESENTED WHEN AND IF
7-ii AIRCRAFT ARE DEPLOYED.

m D. REL/ITICNSHIP WITH RVIiAF,

(1) MEB FORCES WILL NOT BE PLACED UNDER
COMMAND'OF RVNAF. TACTICAL OPERATIONS REQUIRED BY
ASSIGNED MISSION WILL BE COORDINATED WITH | CORPS SENIOR
ADVISOR AND RVNAF CORPS COMMANDER.

(2) RULES BY WHICH MEB GROUND FORCES WILL
DEAL WITH LOCAL POPULACE, ENGAGE KNOWN OR SUSPECTED
ENEMY TARGETS, AND CONDUCT PATROLLING AND RECONNAISSANCE
ACTIVITIES WILL BE AS UNDER GROUND RULES DEVELOPED BY
COMUSMACVY AND RVJIAF AND ON THE GROUND COORDINATION
BETWEEN CCMMANDERS. .

E. LOGISTIC SUPPORT: ,;

(1) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1V OF REF B

AND ANNEX D OF REF C.

PAGE 2 OF 3
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KCOMSKS TELSeM?/i Department of State

--sfieysT" . e

Acfion pp ruehCR RUEHEX RUEHJS = '’ ; n

DE RUMJIR 1292A 23/1f25Z ' Y
P R 231S15Z ZEA - ‘ '

rfo EOMENSBEASEY-SXIGONI - 19616
TO RITEHCRTSECBIATMASHDC SRR FEBIUJARY 23, 1965 -

RUEHJS/DOD WASHDC - . 3.06 Pm" ' '
RUEHJS/JCS WASHDC . /" N

RUEHEX/VJHITEHOUSE ' J
INFO RUMTBK/mdEf'JBASSY BANGKOK ‘ :
RUMJFS/AMEMB/JSSY VIENTIANE . . Y i\
RUHPA/CINCPAC- . ;
STATE GRNC : ’ ‘

t '"ACTION DEPT>PRIORITY(_27S' Da)477 VKITEHOUSE 375
JCS 27 INFO BANGKOK 560 VIENTIANE 429 CINCPAC 1653 FKOIlI SAIGON
23, 5 PM . . - '

. CINCPAC FOI? POLAD n
LI MDI S .. m ’ v '
BIiBTEL 1291 - -

FOLLOWING 1S CONSENSUS OF DISCUSSIONS IN. SEACOORD HEETIN3 ON
DRV.

AS HANOI VIEWED DEVELOPMENTS IN SVN UP TO TIME OF RECENT JOINT
US/GVN REPRISAL STRIKES AGAINST DRV MILITARY TARGETS, DRV

mLEADERS COULD FEEL CONFIDENT THAT SITUATION IN SVN VAS PHORESSIVELY
EVOLVING IN HANOI’S FAVOR, BOTH POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY,
CFN 2712 477 376 27 560 429 1653 1291 SEACOORD DRV SVN US/6VJJ
DRV BRV SVN L

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 12S2A % -E-C -

MILITARILY, HANOI HAD SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASED ITS. ASSETS IN
SVN THROUGH INCREASED ICFILTRATION OF TRAINED PERSONNEL AND
RE-EQUIPPUNG VC MAIN FORCES UITH MODERN FAI-IILY OF CHICOM .
COPIES OF SOVIET-TYPE yEAPOMS, THE WAR HAD GENERALLY DEVLOPED
IN ITS FAVOR. POLITICALLY, HANOI COULD POINT TO POLITICAL
INSTABILITY IN SAIGON WITH RAPAD CHANGES .OF GOVSRNI-IENT AND
ACCOMPANYING GRADUAL DISLOCTIONS IN COUNTRYSIDE. THIS COUPLED
WITH TRADITIONAL DIVISIONS IN SOUTH VIETNAM.BE SOCIETY PROVIDED
THE VC WITH AMPLE GROUND) FOR,EXPLOITATION. FROM THIS VANTAGE l
POINT. HANOI REGIME COULD LOOK FORWARD TO EVENTUALIY WINNING
AQSmRn REPRODUaiON FROM THIS COPY IS

DECLADbbIiJ _ _ A _ANSEURCT - PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFitD"
iVn/e /oi~hs-
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-2- 2712, FEBRUARY 23, 5 PM, FROM SAIGON

THE WAR IN SVN, AT SAME TIME DRV HOPED THAT VICTORY COULD
ACHIEVED WITHOUT PROVOKING MAJOR COUNTERBLOWS OR EXCESSIVE
INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT IN VIET-NAM.

WHILE RETALIATORY AIR STRIKES AGAINST DRV MILITARY INSTALLATIONS
BEGINNING ON FEB 7 INJECTED NEW FACTOR INTO SITUATION, IT SESMS

.JO US TO EE EVXDEFT THAT TO DATE HANOI HAS NOT READ CLEAH SIGNA
US TO THE EXTENT AND DEGREE OF US DETERMINATION AND INTENTIONS.

IT STILL COUNTS ON KEEPING INITIATIVE. THUS FAR THE SPECTER

OF CONTINUED RETAILIATORY STRIKES IS OFFSET.BY HANOI'S

READING OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN PRESS, DIPLOMATIC AND OTHER '

o !

L ‘

~SOURCES AS DESIRE OF UNITED STATES TO FIND A FACE-SAVING SOLUTION

THAT WOULD PERMIT US DISENGAGEMENT.

WHILE OFFICIAL AND PUBLIC REACTIONS TO JOINT AIR STRIKES IN '
THAILAND, LAOS AVD SVN HAVE BEEN UNIVERSALLY FAVORaBLE,

THERE IF STILL CONSIDERABLE DOUBT AS TO WHETHER STRIKES WERE
MERELY REPRISALS FOR SPECIFIC VC OUTRAGES AGAINST AI-IERICANS

OS A 'FART OF A SYSTEMATIC DEVELOPING PROGRAM OF PRESSURE AGAINST
THE DRV WHICH WE ARE PREPARED TO CARRY THROUGH TO ACCOMPLISK
OUR ANNOUNCED OBJECTIVES. THE THAIS IN PARTICULAR ARE CONVINCED
KaNOI HAS NOT READ A CLEAR SIGNAL; THEY BELIEVE NEITHER THE
SOVIETS NOR CHICOMS WILL FACE A CONFRONTATION WITH THE US

«IF JOINT US/GVN AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST DRV MILITARY TARGETS

ARE CONDUCTED IN A DISCRIMINATING MANNER. SOUVANNA PHOUJA IS
ENCOURAGED TO THE POINT WHERE HE APPEARS TO BE WILLING

TO PLACE HIS CONFIDENCE IN THE US AND DECLINE TO HEDGE HIS

BETS WITH THE FRENCH -

WITH REGARD TO GENERAL DRV TaCTICS WITHIN COMMUNIST BLOC,

DRV HAS ATTEMPTED TO REGAIN NEUTRAL IDEOLOGICAL POSITIO:N IN
SINO-SOVIET SPLIT IN ORDER OBTAIN MAXIMUM SUPPORT WITHOUT
EXCESSIVELY OFFENDING THE CPR. HOWEVER, THIS WILL BE PUT TO THE
~N.TEST IF THE SOVIETS ATTEMPT TO EXERT HEAVY PRESSURE ON THE DRV
CFN  YVN VC DRV NOT US/GVN DRV SOUVAMNA PHOUT-IA US DRV CPR

DRV

PAGE 3 RUMJIR 12S2A

FOR ATTENDANCE AT TME MARCH 1 MOSCOW MEETING AS T/?UCE FOR SOVIET
WI'N. HANOI MUST VIEW WITH DISAPPOINTMENT REACTIONS OF USSR

AND THE CPR TO THE JOINT US/GVN REPRISAL STRIKES. IN EFFECT

THE SOVIETS BACKED AWAY FROM FULL .SUPPORT OF DRV WIFH ONLY
MODERATE LANGUAGE AMD HAVE PUBLICLY RESERVED THEIR POSITION;

THE CHIfJESE GOADED THE DRV TO STRONGER ACTIONS BUT APPEARED

TO RETREAT FROM EARLIER PUBLIC COMMITMENT. RECENT DRV/SOVIET
RAPPROCHEMENT MAY BE CONSOLIDATED THROUGH ECONOMIC AND MILITARY
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AID AGREEMENT ALTHOUGH IT IMLIKELY SOVIETS WILL INTRODUCE -
SOPHISTICATED MILITARY EQUIPMENT (SUCH JS SAW 2°’S) WHICH REQUIRE -

SUSTANTIAL TRAINING OR SOVIET TECHNICIANS. \
IN ITS REACTION TO INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES FOR CONFERENCE ON " o f
VIET-NAM, DRV HAS HADE VAGUE' NOISES FROM TIME TO TIME INDICATEG 1
DRV WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT A CONFERENCE. .HOWEVER, THESE HAVE 7

BEEN AND ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE CAREFULLY CONTROLLED HIN'TS
DESIGNED TO GENERATE OPPOSITION TO US/GVN STRIKES. IT IS DOUBTFUL

WHETHER DRV LEADERS ARE WILLING TO TALK IN -ANY MEANINGFUL WAY mi
NON BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE AT THIS STAGE THAT THEY CAN WIN. , o
CFN 1 SAM2’S' BRV US/GVN . - '

RPAGE 4 RUMJIR 1292A £_E-G-f?-E-47 !
PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE ARE THAT DRV WILL BASICALLY CONTINUE |
ITS PRESENT TACTICS INSVN AND WILL ATTEMPT TO INCREASE XhS i
SCOPE AND TEMPO OF ITS EFFORTS. CDRV/CHICOM MOVES TO RE- *J
EQUIP VC WITH MODERN FAMILY OF WEAPONS REQUIRING HEAVY LOGISTICAL
SUPPORT FOR AMMUNITION CLEARLY INDICA'P) AN INTENTION TO INTENSIFY
WARE AND CONFIDENCE IN.THEIR ABILITY TO PROVIDE NECESSARY ' m
LOGISTIC SUPPORT.) WILL HOPE TO KEEP US OFF BALANC'EBY VARYING

TYPE AND PACE OF VC ACTIVITIES, TAYLOR . \
BT mm L ] ] . E | e N
CFN DRV SVN DRV VC US N coom ]

ADVANCE COPY TO S/S-0, 2/23/65, 3:10 p.m.
NOTE: PASSED CIA, 2/23/65, 4:30 pm

f
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6 fe23 9 tI7Pr55
NODIS

Subject to final execute instruction tomorrow, we believe next
strike should take place Feb 26 and that you shoiild seek political clearance
Feb 25.

We believe departure of IChanh essential before either clearance or
strike and that Saigon situat'ion generally shétjld appear to hefe settled down
as completely as possible. In tliis connection it would be a great help if
generals and Quat; with otiier leaders if possible, could joiii in statements
of solidarity and resolve to prosecute v/ar firmly. We are also concerned
over possibility Buddhist demonstrations or other action contributing' to
picture of unsettled situation,’

You w ill get tirough m ilitary channels suggestions to have operation
consist of tv/o naval targets, one to be struck by W AF and one by US.

This is to focus operation heavily on boat incident although v/e agree with
your excellent suggested draft release sts-sc stressing other VC operations

also as v/arrantiig response, FYI. One object in stressing naval rationale

is to reduce risks serious flare-back on gambit described De”tel 1783,

Draw<i by; Tslesraortic transmfsjlon and
E E:  "APRiindyAmm igiingtig guoadb y The Secretary
"DECLASSIFIED
STATE letter JUN 261979 s/3
05-322
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Pase_ 2 of telegram to Sg.irroii

-TOP

which remains active. As can see, this gambit continues to have great
broad policy importance. Secrecy on it remains essential, although stories

today from London have given us grave concern whetlier it can be preserved.
mEnd FYI.

[l response to concerns Embtel 2703 (v/hich we did not pass to
other addressees as tiey had not received our 1718 and 1724) you are correct
tiat we have been reconsidering sequence and forum of public statement and
presentation of ease against DRV. Noo clear yet just how GSIX these w ill work,
and we hope for clearer picture’ty tomorrow. In any case, developments do
not yet v/arrant any new statement to Quat other than to say that vie still
contemplate public statement our purposes and objectives and also presentation
of case, but timir.g on tliese not yet firm .

Let me take this opportunity to congratulate you, along v/itli Alex,
Vv Nestmoreland, and your whole mission, onyour expert handling of the recent
semi-coup. It had all sorts of dangers v/hetiier US hand might be ciiarged, and
Thao and his friends certainly did their best to implicate us. But we seem to
have come out relatively untouched, and perhaps the res'olts w ill be for the
best.

GP-3.
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The White Hou™

WASHINGTON

February Z3, 1965

MR.. PRESIDENT:

Secretary Rusk was reading
from this paper during the
meeting with you this afternoon.

Bromley Smith
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It seems desirable and timely for me to put down an outline

of my own thinking about a comprehensive approach to our effort |
to assure the security of South Viet Nam. | am convinced that |
there is no single miracle-working approach which can get the job r

done. | am convinced that it would be disastrous for the United

States and the free world to permit Southeast Asia to be overrun

by the Communist North. | am also convinced that everything possible N

should be done to throw back the Hanoi-Viet Cong aggression without

a major war if possible. We cannot accomplish this result without - j

the risk of major escalation; but the other side, too, must face and !

worry about the same risk. , \
|. Stable and Unified Government in South Viet Nam p
The highest possible priority must be given by us and the I

South Viethamese to the establishment of a government and leadership

which not only is stable but looks stable. Without the elementary

platform, other efforts in the military and political field are likely .-

to prove fruitless. Political confusion in Saigon (a) diverts military

DECLASSIFIED f
Authority Azj ?5-7 |

. NARff, nnte |

s~ REiIi:— &
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leaders away from their main job of fighting the Viet Cong, (b)
undermines the capacity of administration throughout the country
to take effective action in pacification and the non-military measures
required to organize the countryside, (c) undermines the morale
and sense of purpose of the American people, (d) frustrates our
effort to obtain increasing help from other free world countries to
South Viet Nam, (e) most important of all, convinces Hanoi and its
Commimist allies that if they p ersist in their present course of action,
they have every prospect of victory, and, (f) finally, political confusion
in Saigon makes it almost impossible to activate political processes
which have the prospect of resulting in the security of South Viet Nam.
It is not easy to prescribe from Washington what further steps
the United States can take to bring about greater unity and sta b ility
in the GVN. If General Khanh does in fact leave the country, it would
be timely for Ambassador Taylor, Ambassador Jobmson and General
Westmoreland to interview all of the principal political and military
leaders and to obtain from them a pledge to demonstrate both publicly
and in tlie ir actions that, atlong last, they are prepared to put aside
personal rivalries and work together for the security of South Viet Nam.

Every effort should be made to obtain public declarations of support

TOP SBCREX.
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from any and all of the existing non-governmental groups, including
Buddhists, Catholics, labor, students, business, or anyone else
whose voice can add to a chorus of unified determination,

n. Increased Effort by the South Viethamese

The gravity of the present situation in South Viet Nam, as
well as the gravity of the decisions with which the United States is
faced, calls for maximum effort on the part of the South Viethamese.
The slightest acceptance of a "business as usual" situation is not
consistent with the p ossibility of an explosion into larger hostilities
nor with the experience of other guerrilla actions in Greece, Malaysia
and elsewhere. Apart from the governmental question, discussed
above, the South Viethamese should undertake (a) additional measures
of mobilization, (b) the organization of the civilian population into
a pacification effort, with emphasis upon information and inteligence,
(c) vigorous execution by the South Viethamese of agreed psychological
warfare programs, on which the South Viethamese have been dilatory
and ineffective, (d) sharply increased international diplomatic and

political effort, (e) intensified m ilitary and pacification effort on the

SECR]
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basis of a 24-hour day and 7-day week. It should be made clear that
intensified South Viethamese efforts should not be limited by budgetary
considerations or US financial and material support,

ni. US Effort in South Viet Nam

We ourselves should consider whether there are additional
steps which we ought to take in South Viet Nam. Apartfrom the
political results which increased efforts might achieve, we should
think of the importance of conveying a signal to Hanoi and Peiping
that they themselves cannot hope to succeed without a substantial
escalation on their part, with all of the risks which they would have
to face. | would favor toe immediate stationing in Da Nang of a
Marine battalion combat team, to be reinforced promptly to a
brigade if the security situation calls for it. | would also favor the
use of US Naval forces, particularly destroyers, to reinforce
counter-junk operations and to ensure that there are no repetitions
of seaborne Viet Cong supply sim ilar to the recent ship discovered in
Vung Eo Bay. US destroyers could assist GVN junks and other craft
in systematic surveilance of those portions of the seacoast not securely
in government hands. They could act as command ships for flotillas

of smaller craft to intensify and tighten surveillance of junk traffic

XtP SECRET-

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



~ JTQP-gECHET

-5-

coming both from the North and Cambodia. Our military authorities
should be asked to be certain that every possible step is being taken
for the security of key installations, such as intensive patrolling
and the dispersal of the living quarters of American personnel. The
m ilitary should be asked to look again at the applicability of our
m ost sophisticated conventional weapons, some of which are still
highly classified and have not been used. We should continue to permit
US aircraft of all types to engage in direct action against the Viet Cong
in South Viet Nam.

] IV. Strikes into North Viet Nam

For the present, strikes into North Viet Nam should be
considered as serving the political purpose of indicating to the North
that they cannot expect to rely upon a sanctuary in the face of their
increased infiltration and operations in South Viet Nam.

In this respect, they play their part alongside of MAROPS and
our air missions in Laos. The more air strikes against North Viet Nam
can be directly linked to specific events in South Viet Nam, the better
from a general political point of view. If, at a given moment, there
are political reasons for deferring a strike (such as political corifusion

in Saigon or a major international political contact), we should not

JgQP DECRgS-
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bind ourselves to a specific schedile. A strike directly related to
the fu ll examination of the evidence of the ship at Vung Ro Bay v/ould
involve sm aller political difficulties than one not so related. To the
extent that strike s can be specifically related to events in South
Viet Nam, the responsibility for major escalation w ill continue to
re st with the other side.

V. Political Possibilities

Obviously, the United States should be ready to take advantage
of any political possibility of bringing the fighting in Southeast Asia
to an end consistent with the security of South Viet Nam and of Laos.
The international political objective shoiLd be to bring about a
cessation of infiltration and the repatriation of those previously
infitrated. This would include, of course, assured compliance with
the Geneva Accords of 1962 on Laos. Negotiation as a cover for the
abandomnent of Southeast Asia to the Communist North cannot be
accepted. This is aweakness of President de Gaulle's attitude. A formal
and public negotiation at this time which would sim ply register the
im p ossibility of a peaceful settlement would add even greater dangers

to the present situation. Our problem is to bring about a

- TOP SECRET
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combination of circumstances in which negotiations can achieve
the abandonment of aggression by Hanoi and Peiping. We have no
reliable evidence that Hanoi and Peiping are prepared for any such
result. The attitude of the Soviet Union is somewhat more equivocal
and it should be a major effort on our part to keep the Soviet Union
from complete solid arity v/ith Hanoi and Peiping about Southeast
Asia. | will discuss orally the various contacts and p ossibilities as they
shape up at the present time.
V1. Reiteration of Policy
There is some danger that protracted periods of silence on
our part can lead to an im pression either of indecision or of
discouragement and nervousness. Although the essential elements
of our policy have been stated many times, reiteration is necessary
to remind public opinion here and abroad of the essentials as we see
them. | would consider these essentials to be the following:
(1) The right of the nations of Southeast
Asia to be left alone by their neighbors to v/ork
out their own national life and their own international

policy without interference by others;

TQP
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(2) The systematic and large-scale infiltration
of trained personnel by North Viet Nam into South
Viet Nam contrary to the Geneva Agreements and
international law;

(83) The large scale and illegal infiltration of arms
by North Viet Nam into South Viet Nam,;

(4) The absence of any US desire for a national
m ilitary presence in Southeast Asia, whether in the
form of bases or in the form of the continuing presence
of American military personnel;

(5) Our commitment to the settlem-ents of 1954 and
1962;

(6) The absence of any desire on our part to.
destroy by military means the regimes in North Viet Nam
or Mainland China;

(7) Our receptivity to political action which would
achieve aresult consistent with these essential

elements.

'»pop GjTrpPTrN
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFF"SS

KSTIONAY. KiLITATY GPSAND CEITHU
KESSASE (KBS

SEC i OF 2 - ti
CGal1 -3337
rCR c/VC
o- nViu
E348/2/i/jCSi96
//  -37-e-p-S-~-C-E_E T .FOLLOWS // 24 (0? 357
Zij(s
wW PH3649 PAG354
gp- RUEKDA
DE RUHKA 2963 24/03172
p 2n3152
FM CINCPAG

TO RUEKDA/JCS

INFO RUMSKA/COMUSMACV

RUMJIR/AIiffiMB SAIGON

RUKPB/CINCPACFLT

BT

T-Or 3r ¢cRET-SEC 1 OF 2

DEPLOYMENT OF I4EB TO DANANG (S)

0 JCS 005148 DTG 122140Z 11 MDiS

o COKIUSMACVY MAC J5 4614 DIG 1414122

. COMUSMCV J3 4999 DIG 1718202 =

« CINCPAC 1S02102

— COMUSMACVY JOO 5515 DTG 2207432 EXCL'JS 1VE
F. SAIGON 2699 TO STATE, FEB 22j 1 PM LIMDIS
G, COMUSMACV J32 5604 DIG 2309152

U IN REF A, JCS RECOMMENDED] INTER ALIAj DEPLOYMENT OF ONE
MEB TO DANANG,

2c IN REF Bp COMUSMACY CONCURRED WITH JCS RECOMMENDATION

ACT...J3-6(!-6)

INFO. .. CJCS-2(7-8) DJS-3(9-M) S$JS-3(12-14) JI+-2(15-16) J5-2(17-i8)
SACSA-4( 19-22) D1A-4(23-26) NMCC-2(27-28) SECOEF-5(29-33)
ISA-5(3ij-38) WHITE HOUSE-3(39-~1) STATE-1(42) CSA-2 (™3-4™)
CSAF-2(45-46) CNO-2(ii7-48) GMC-2(49-50)

ADV CY TO...NVCC

PAGE | OF 3 PAGES
DECLASSIFIED
Auffiorify y/ ~

NARS, Date
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rWiONAL MIUTASy CGMf'AKO CEJITEL.
KESSAGTf CEIisTES

AND GAVE THE FOLLOWING REASONS WHY HE BELIEVED MEB SHOULD BE
DEPLOYED TO DANANG NOW,

A. US/GVN INVESTMENT AT DANANG AB KEYSTONE OF CURRENT
COMBINED EFFORT TO INCREASE PRESSURES ON DRV THROUGH REPRISALS,
YANKEE TEAM? BARREL ROLL AND 34-A OPS,

Bo VULNERABILITY TO MAJOR DRV INFILTRATION EFFORT, DANANG IS
FIRST CHOICE OF OURSELVES AND RVNAF AS LIKELY TARGET FOR
EXTRAORDINARY INFILTRATION/ATTACK EFFORT BY VC/DRV«

Cc QUESTIONABLE INTEGRITY OF SOME RVNAF TROOP ELEMENTS AS
DEMONSTRATED DURING RECENT PRE-TET PARTICIPATION IN ANTI-GVNj
ANTI-US DEMONSTRATIONS,

Do WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT RVNAF COULD REPEL ALL OUT VC/

PAVN EFFORT TO NEUTRALIZE BY INSURGENT TYPE ACTION DANANG AB AND

ITS US/GVN ASSETS,

3, IN REF Cj COMUSMACVY COMMENTS FURTHER ON THE'SECURITY

SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND INDICATED HIS PRIORITY FOR DEPLOYMENT
OF US COMBAT FORCES, INDICATING THAT DANANG WAS THE FIRST PRIORITY,
SECOND PRIORITY WAS SAIGON/BIEN HOA/VUNG TAU COMPLEX<» THIRD

PRIORITY WAS NHA TRANG/CAM RANH BAY, COMUSMACV FURTHER

INDICATED WHAT STEPS HE HAD PROPOSED OR HAD UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR
INCREASED SECURITY THESE AREAS,

4, IN REF Dj CINCPAC CONCURRED WITH COMUSMACV»S ASSESSMENT

OF THE SECURITY SITUATION IN RVN AND WITH HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT
THE MEB SHOULD BE DEPLOYED TO DANANG NOW, REF D FURTHER STATED

THAT IN VIEW OF THE VULNERABILITY OF DANANG] CONSIDER IT IMPORTANT
THAT WE ACT RATHER THAN REACT AND INDICATED THE DETERRENT EFFECT
UPON THE MC THAT WOULD RESULT FROM A MEB IN PLACE AT DANANG,

5, COMUSMACVY IN REF E DISCUSSED THE RESULTS OF A PERSONAL RECON-
NAISSANCE OF THE DANANG AREA AND CONCLUDED THAT WE SHOULD BRING
ELEMENTS OF THE MEB ASHORE ON A PHASED BASIS,

INITIALLY, ONE BLT TO PROVIDE

SECURITY FOR MARINE ENGINEERS CONSTRUCTING HAWK BATTERY POSITION
ON HILL 327 WITH A SECOND BLT TO PROVIDE INNER PERIMETER SECURITY
FOR US RESOURCES ON THE AIRFIELD, COMUSMACV INDICATED THAT

UNTIL ONE OF THE HAWK BATTERIES IS MOVED TO HILL 327? THE POSITIONING
OF A BLT ON THE AIRFIELD WOULD OVERCROWD THE SPACE AVAILABLE, HE
INDICATED T"AT THIRD BLT SHOULD NOT COME ASHORE FOR FORESEEABLE
FUTURE BUT BE AVAILABLE WHEN AND IF REQUIRED»

PAGE 2 OF 3 PAGES 38579
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KATICHAI MillTARY COMMAND CEFTEi.
KE3SAGF Ct«TES

6. IN REF Fj AViB DISCUSSED PROS AND CONS OF DEPLOYING hEB TO
DANANGo THE AMB COMMENTS ON THE DIFFICULTY OF PROVIDING

COMPLETE ASSURANCE OF SECURITY FROM SURPRISE MORTAR FIRE EVEN

WITH THE WHOLE OF A MEB. THIS IS TRUE AND CONSEQUENTLYj IVHAT

WE ARE OBLIGED TO DO HERE IS TO REDUCE WITHIN THE LIMITS OF OUR
CAPABILITY THE HAZARDS TO OUR PEOPLE, |I BELIEVE THAT THE VULNERABILITY
OF THE US INVESTMENT IN DANANG IS AS APPARENT TO THE VC/DRV AS IT
IS TO US, WITH A STRONG MOBILE FORCE IN THE AREA PROVIDING A TIGHT
DEFENSE OF THE AIRFIELD COMPLEX AND GOOD SECURITY OF US OUTLYING
INSTALLATIONS | BELIEVE THAT ™O ANCILLARY BENEFITS WILL EMERGE.
FIRST5 THE RVNAF WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO USE THE FORCES THUS FREED
FOR PATROL AND SECURITY OPERATIONS™ AND SECOND5 THE VC/DRV WILL

BE OBLIGED TO REGARD DANANG AS A TOUGHER TARGET. FINALLY? THE

AMB REJECTS THE.USEFULNESS OF US GROUND ELEMENTS IN A COUNTER-
GUERRILLA ROLE BECAUSE OF OUR COLOR, ARMAMENT™ EQUIPMENT AND
TRAINING. THIS STANDS ATHWART PAST PERFORMANCE IN THIS FUNCTION,,
THE MIARINES HAVE A DISTINGUISHED RECORD IN COUNTER-GUERRILLA
WARFARE.

7, IN REF G COMUSMACV GIVES THE MISSION”™ CONCEPT OF

OPERATIONSN COMMAND RELATIONS3 RELATIONSHIP WITH THE RVNAF, AND
THE LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF A MEB TO DANANG, |
CONCUR GENERALLY WITH COMUSMACVY'S PROPOSAL,

8. WE NOW HAVE ONE BLT AFLOAT ON A 6 HOUR REACTION TIME FROM
DANANG. WE HAVE ANOTHER BLT AFLOAT WITH A 4~ HOUR REACTION TIME

TO DANANG, IT SHOULD BE MADE CLEAR WHAT THIS REACTION TIME MEANS.
6 HOURS AFTER THE ORDER IS GIVEN TO LAND AT DANANG] THE TRANSPORTS
WITH THE FIRST BLT EMBARKED WILL BE IN THE TRANSPORT AREA AT
DANANGo IF THEY HAPPEN TO ARRIVE DURING DARKNESS, SIGNIFICANT
ELEMENTS OF THE BLT WILL COMMENCE LANDING AT DAYLIGHT AND TWO
COMPANIES WILL BE READY FOR COMBAT ASHORE SIX HOURS THEREAFTER WITH
OTHERS FOLLOWING PROGRESSIVELY. THUS IT IS APPARENT THAT OUR PRESENT
POSTURE IS A REACTIVE ONE, IT GIVES NO DEFENSE AGNINST A VC HIT-
AND-RL"N ATTACK AGAINST THE US INSTALLATION IN DANANG,

THE MARINES WILL BE ASHORE AFTER THE DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE AND THE
ENEMY *HAS WITHDRAWN,

90 MY APPRAISAL OF THE WHOLE MATTER AS CONVEYED IN REF D IS STILL
REGARDED AS SOUND, | CONSIDER THE LANDING OF THE MEB IN DANANG

TO BE AN ACT OF PRUDENCE WHICH WE SHOULD TAKE BEFORE AND NOT AFTER
ANO'THER TRAGEDY OCCURS. | WOULD STILL PREFER THAT THE COMPLETE
FORCE, LESS ONE JET ATTACK SQUADRONj BE ESTABLISHED ASHORE,

ET

REF [A)
REF gB) IS JCS IN 28615
REF IS JCS IN 3120!

REF 0) IS JCS IN 31607
REF :h) IS JCS N 36886
REF- Zf) IS JCS N 36860
REF (G) IS JCS N 37739
FIC PAGE 3 OF 3 PAGES 38549
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KATIQKAL MiUT;;RY COMMAND CESTEfi
fr.ESSAGF C&MTEP.

SEC 2 OF 2 -385~09
b /i, L 53337
N

3712/24/JCSISS PG[»  mOO/MC
PHBs 5 4 PAG355 SER V'iCE
Pr- RUIKDA

DE RUKKA 2964 24/0317Z 2724 0/2
? 2403157

p/i CINCPAC

TO RUEKDA/JCS
L\FO RUMSMA/COMUSMACV
RUMJIR/AMEMB SAIGON
RUKP3/CINCPACFLT
BT
rT-C -ft-£ T FINAL SEC OF 2 -
HOWEVER5 THERE ARE VALID REASONS FOR INITIATING THE MOVE ON AN
INCREMENTAL BASIS. | THEREFORE ENDORSE COMUSMACV'S PROPOSAL
IN REF Ej MODIFIED AS FOLLOWS;

A. LAND A MEB COMVAND AND CONTROL ELEMENT AND A SURFACE
BLTj PLUS ONE HELO SQUADRON™ AT ONCE.

B, BUILD UP BY AIR AND SURFACE MOVEMENT THE EXISTING US
MARINE SECURITY FORCES TO PROVIDE A SECOND 3LT.

C. LAND THE THIRD BLT WHEN IT CAN BE EFFECTIVELY EMPLOYED
AID LOGISTICS PERMIT,

D, DEPLOY ONE MARINE F-4 SQUADRON TO DANANG WHEN MARINE
FORCES HAVE A NEED FOR CLOSE AIR SUPPORT. THIS MIGHT POSSIBLY
REQUIRE DISPLACMENT OF SOME OF THE AIRCRAFT NOW AT DANANG. ALL
CINCPAC CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA PROVIDE FOR
EMPLOYMENT OF MARINE AIRCRAFT FROM DANANG. THESE AIRCRAFT
CAN BE USED FOR OTHER MISSIONS ALONG WITH THE PRIMARY MISSION OF
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT, n

E., RETAIN AN SLF AS PRESENTLY CONSTITUTED IN THE SOUTH CHINA
SEA ON 95 HOUR REACTION TIME TO RVN,

F, ADVANCE THE FIRST MARINE BRIGADE FROM HAWAII TO OKINAWA
AND JAPAN TO FILL THE HOLES CREATED BY LANDING OF THE MES,
AMPHIBIOUS SHIPPING TO LIFT ELEMENTS OF THE FIRST MARINE BRIGADE
TO WESTPAC BEING RETAINED IN HAWAII NOWN PENDING DECISION ON

LANDING MEB AT DANANG. GP-3c
BT . -

i ACT...J3-6(1-6)
INFO. . .CJCS-2(7-8) DJS-3(9-11) SJS-3(i2-i4) Jir-2(15-16) J5-2(!7-18)
SACSA-4(19-22) DIA-~(23-26) NMCC-2(27-28) SECDEF-5(29-33)
ISA-5(34-38) WHITE HOUSE-3(39-ini ) STATE-I(i~2) CSA-2{k3-kk)

CSAF-2(45-46) CNO-2(i"7-~8) CMC-2(49-50) FILE-1 (51) FJC/REB
ADV GY TO...NMCC PAGE | OF | PAGE rs FJC
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Deliver Ambassador Earlie st on Waking.

NODIS.

We have decided that we raust co ahead with next ODeraticn 'eb 23

unless there should be further politics.1 diiiculties in Saigon. Taylor v/ill be
afternoon Saigon time
seeking political clearance/Eeb 25/once Khanh is ofi the scene.

We told Harlech this decision today stating that while we recoc'nized
British concern and p ossibility some Soviet reaction we cannoi even by
implication getirito position of withholding continuation of program. We may
hear further from London follov/ing his report but would now expect to
miaintain decision and indeed Taylor wo™dd probably have gone ahead on
political side. If matter comes up you may of course note tha’ we have held
off five days but that British have not had any indication of So"/iei response
so that further delay now appeared unvvise. We continue of co'-irse a;:ach
major importance to UK/Soviet gambit but note that Soviets have involved

themiselx™es somewhat further in meantim.e by publicized Vinogradov apprcaci\

to de Ga'ulle. (We do not have specifics on this from. French.)

TtiEraphic irsi'STiiiiion
cUsxftcaiion «9?roy«J by:

R
£? v I"xl'ysyry v’l?ll Ca

RE?2.0D'JCTICN FIS0M THIS CC?V IS
70P SECRET-——- == PROH!I3'.7tD UNLESS "UNCLASSI.-izS”
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Pago- -of tclegi'am to. Arnembs-ssy LONDON NOBIS

"TOPSECHANT"
Classification

We also told Harlech Feb 26 operation would be heavily oriented to DRV arms
shipment and that prim ary targets were both naval in character. (In event of
v/eather diificulty, we mxay of course have to hit alternates which are not naval.)
We used this rationale to note that operation re ally represented rninimium reaction.

We'also comimented briefly with Harlech on Couve talks, explairing that French
sim.ply restated fam iliar position. French reports of North Viethamese and S2+x>'s;
24#bc Chicom attitudes have not given us any feeling there is receptiveness to any
realistic negotiations.

GP-1. u : '

End.

Clzs:lficc Ilya
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RR RUEHC?? N/ HmFEB 25
DE RUMJIR 1395a 25/S625Z ] *
R 25C615E ZEA o
Fti  AHEMDaSSY IsalGOM 1
TO RUEHCII/SECST*AtE"WASHDC
INFO ruhpa/cihcpac ’ 00.<
state GKMC ]
BT

TOP!) L"C"K £ i->AGTION DEPT 727431 IhJFO CINCPAC '1670 FRCM
Saigon feb 25, i R4 [

CINCPAC FO?I POLad

EXDI 3

REF: CA> DEPTEL 1815, MAY 1, 1964; (3) EMDTEL 210! (105S TO
CINCPAC), may 2, 19641 <C) CIN'CPAC 03S257Z, DECEMBER 1954.

REF DEPTEL 1728, AMBASSADOR LODGE IN RE? CB) PROPOSED ESTABLISH -
MENT OF US Naval presence at cam rank bay at least 1P part as
CHEAP TRUMP CARD WHICH COULD BE DEALT AWAY AT DIFIC-IATIC
COMFEREN3CE |IF PRICE WERE RIGHT. SECOND ASPECT OF PROPOSAL WAS
CFN 2743 167D 25 | A 1315 1 1964 3 2101 10SS 2 1964 C 0S0257
1964 1723 B US CAM RANH BAY

PAGE 2 RUI-IJIR i3S'5A 5--6-P--S-E_C-?2"-«-r'

that ESTADLISIli-IEhrr OF BASE WOULD DSnCNS'fRAIE TO HANMDI/PZKING US
DETERMINATIOJ'3 TO REMAIN IN SVN. EwDaSSY POSITION? Al TIME UAS THAT
air AVD SZA OPERATXOM3 ?iUS AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISES PROPOeEO IF REF
<A) NOT RPT KOI SUFFICIEITT TO CCIiVIUOZ CG~MKUMIS'IS THAT WE KI1EAN)T
BUSINESS, REF <C) RECO";Ern)ED THAT CLEA'RAICHS M OBTAIim'D TO USE
can RANH day AS COXTINSENCY AMCHOHAGE AD AMPHIB TRAIMING AREA.

IT SEH™S CLEAR THAT RATIONALE FOR £STAS3LISVIEMT OF 3aSE A3
COUtJTER FOR PURPOSES OF EVENTUAL DIFLK-iATIC BaRGalN’ING

Sa™E VALIDITY BUT THAT S'r:-130LIC VALUE AS EVIDENCE OF US DETERMIN-
ATION VASTLY OVERREACHED 3Y AIRSIRIXES ON DRV, PRESENCE OF MAWIS
AT DAMANaG, ETC,

USC-i HAS undertaken general STUDIES LOOKING TOWARD DEVELOHSIEKT
OF KHANH HOA-NINH THaAN-TUNEN DUC REGION,. 'JITH CAM RAW BAY
AS INDuSIH laL and TRANSPORT HU3, WHICH INDICATE BaSICALLV

kIPROOK)Zr.OH PROM -"HS COPY iS
dec lassified PKOHiaiTEO wunless -unclassified"

ifit

maPs, Detery/?/ fa—

COPY LBJ LIBRARY

S0 =



N?0p-SECHET-
-2- 27A3, February 25, 1 p.m. from Saigon

FAVOHANLE CCJDITIOINS FOR SUCH DEV2LOnNn:Z\T . MISSIOMM THEREFORE
favcfja™ly disposed as matter of lomg-term policy tov/ard develop-
MENT OF Cam hamh Bay ahea wkem situation favotable, kovlvxr,
GIVEM DISAMCLINATIOM Q™ INABILITY OF GW DUT?INS RECENT MONTHS TO
DEVOTE required ATTENTION TO THIS OR SIMILAR PROJECTS, ?LUS-
UOHSENirs®G SECURITY SITUATION P3 AREA, LITTLE OR NO ACTION HAS
CFN HANMWOI/?EKIN3G US SVN A C CAM RANH BAY US DRV HAV/KS DANANG

WBACL KHaNM HOA-NINH T/A1/AW-TUYEN DUC CAM RANK BAY CAM RANH SAY
GWN

PAGE 5 RU?-JJIR 13S5A

BEEN INITIATED, FRESEMr SXTUATIO>; IS NOT RPf NOT COMDUCIVg TO
OPTXMIS”™ IN ASSESSING FUTURE PROSPECrS ON Eli HER apUITT.

POUCHINS COPIES OF USCH PAPERS. TA'fi-OR
BT

CFN USOa *
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p.,ge-l_of telegram Par-ls;»{~te.vfa, Key/ DalM, Ivtarila, Vfeffington, Tokyo,
Taipei, Seoul andInfo posts,

SO BES - /

guantities of Commuinst bl.oc arms, incinding rifle s, machine guiis, mortar shells
«and more than one miJHoiL rounds of anniunitzon. Substantial quantities of arms
and were imcovered in dumps on the shore nearby. These supplies came
from Hanoi, This is established beyond question by vitten records, photograpjis).
nautlc”™ charts and pacldng listr.. A'il this evidence has been presented to lihe
Interaational Control Commission and to the v/orld press.

The discovery confirms, tliat North Viet-Nam is in a major operation to send
arms into Souih Viet-Nam by sea, asv/ell as by land.

Under tlie djrectlon and control of Hanoi, the,Vie tgo_n"is usincr tlae wfaoons

€Ostir/aation of tlis SigQTmsIQn otinrh vNiataan ic
and a.mmurd.tion supplied by N ortli 'Vlet®"Nam in4,cts of terror agaiiist the South
VietiXBmese people and their local iiistitutioii™ of goyemrnent Tlii,s ca.mps.gn of
(Para) of recant terrorism

violence continues on aday to day basis, / ?/o examples/are cited from tyie long listi
on Februa.ry 12, aYiet Cong platoon entered Thu Lap hajnlet hi Thua ThUm Province

and Iddnapped a hamlet official, and murdered Ms wife, aiew da™$ tafeerijhe Vtct

Cong blew up a bus in Kien Gisiig Province i:3qurJ.ng IQ civiluns,

The governments of the Republic of Ylel-Nam and of tbs irated Sbaies wish to
avoid vriu.eKi/ig the conflict, but they are compelled to make clear to tfenot ‘ftiet ™ vrih
Yiet«I'T-2zzri v.-iil be held fully accountable for continuing aggression

Vlet-xJam. SIID QUOTE.
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Page | _of telegram to 6 tta¥/a, Kew DeUil, Mar™*\ Wellington, Tolqgto,
"o “pei, Seoii andInfo pv#.;
e'gsefn

As onFeb 7 and 11 addressees should be prepared contact appropriate level
upon receipt PLA.SH instruction tonight our time after we have word m ission
actually carried ouL Weather may prevent hitting intended prim ary targets and
I-'L-~SH Lastraction w ill cover any such modification.

For Canberra™ We have alrsa.dy informed Embassy here.

For Otta\ne Timi.ng presujnabiy means you should sim ply call at opening
bU31.iS3Ss

For- Djalrarra! It may accord5,ngly bs v/ise in course your con"/ersa.tion v.dth
Sukarno to point out tliat v/lile we do Imve oujt differences on Viethamese issue we
have our sound rea,sons. We can at least agree to disa.gree on trds issue and trust
it v.'lll not be cause for actions a,gainst our properties. You should of course under
no circumstances menti.on upcoming actions against Nortli Viet-Nam ini!,3ss already
anjiouncsdo

A |l addressees sliovld eiiplatn this action responds t© majoir e0.$06e but
also more broadly to VC activity as described and re-pfrs~fits action under policy
stated by President on Feb I*7 caidirgfor "contimring acViens * . ,, vt/keh an? ju sMi€d.dnd *
, . . Mmads necssssry Itj the continuing aggression of others. The”e mil. be ,
measured snd fitting and adequate, "

GP-3,

End.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AMBASSADOR AT LARGE
WASHINGTON

February 26, 1965

-GONQgtBBNTMT

To: The Secretary
From; S/AL - Llewellm E. Thompson
Subject: Kosygin's TV Address

From the text | have seen so far, it would seem to me
that Kosygin's TV speech is addressed more to the Com-
munist world than to us. It is interesting that he con-
firmed that they had not been able to work out their dif-
ferences with the Chinese Commimists. From aTass
.review of a "Kommunist" article published today, the
Soviets appear to be offering economic and scientific
cooperation in return for ChiCom restraint in the ideo-
logical battle. It is also significant that Kosygin main-
tained the Soviet position on peaceful coexistence to
which the Chinese strongly object.

Kosygin was cautious in threatening Soviet involvement
and his inclusion of a demand for our withdrawal from
South Korea would appear to diminish the importance of
his remarks about Viet-Nam. On the other hand, the
new regime in Moscow is probably inclined to talk less
and do more than was Khrushchev. | believe, however,
that the Soviets genuinely desire a settlement of the
Viet-Namese affair without a major confrontation with
us.

DECLASSIFIED

Authority

—— — > —~h

D o — ——

NABS. Date f//~N/ZE.
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