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'1 iFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON ED 12951 3.41b1l1J>25Yrs 
(CJ 

Mr •. President: 

I believe you will wish to read Westy 1 s 
assessment of the situation as it has developed 
over the past 48 hours. 

I am getting typed a more general 
military assessment he also filed with us. 

MAC 01049, January 22, 1966 

!E C!!ft !l ff 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13526, Sec. 3. 

By llUaNLJ--------=~-.1.-1~~ 
------"--'-"--A..!IU..:. 
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Copy of MAC 01049 fr.om General Westmoreland Jan .. 22, 1968 

1. The following is my assessment of the situation as it has developed 
over the past 48 hours. 

z. The iniµ.al attacks of the expected enemy offensive in northern I Corps 
began on 20-2.1 January with assaults on 26th Marine positions north of 
Khe Sanh and on the Huong Hoa subsector. These were repulsed by the 
Marines and the Regional and Popular .Forces in the area. Attacks by fire 
destroyed some ammunition and fuel and cratered the runway on the airfield. 
(3,000 feet o! runway is still usable, however.) There was also a heavy 
attack by fire on Camp Carroll, with no significant damage or casualties 
resulting. The enemy broke contact around Khe Sanh at about noon the 21st 
and his activity subsided. 

3. These actions were probably_ prcifrnbary to ··a:full-.! cale attack Ol} 

Khe Sanh by the entire 325th North. Vietnamese Army division sometime in 
..t~ ...next few days.~~ Some, i.f not all, of the newly arrived 304th North Viet­
··namese Army division will probably be involved in this attack. 

4. The ·-32.0th North Vietnamese· Army dhrision ·win probably conduct 
,s9,pporting attadis against friendly installations along Highway 9, particularly 
Camp Carroll. The current dispositions of the 320th headquarters and sup­
porting artillery indicate that an attack on Camp Carroll may occur within 
Z4 hours. 

s. W~· hav~ ___ __ attempt a. multi-battaliongooc;l evi_d~-~1.ce-that ~he enemy will 
...~~!-e_~~.,2.~J-!u~.City.,- and he _??ay__sally out of the Hai-·Lang ..jungle base area 
.\Q_~t-~~~:k.Q.ua~g _Tri Cit~. There are intelligence indications that some o! 
the recently arrived reinforcements are on their way to the Hai Lang Base 
area or are already there. There is also intelligence evidence of a possible 
attack on Danang. 

6. The two-week general lull in country-wide activity that was interrupted 
on the 20th indicates preparations !or a widespread effort. The presence of 
high echelon representative:3 near tactical units in all corps areas strengthens 
the probability. ! believe that the ene·my will attempt a country-wide_._ s_h~\~~oC • .,; 
stre~gth just prior to Tett wit_h ~~- _$ap.h being the main ev~nt •. ~)n ·uCorps, 
he will probably attack around Pleiku and Kontum cities, and I expect attacks 
on the Special Forces camps at Oak Seang, Due Co, and Dak To. In III and 
IV Corps, province towns are likely targets for renewed attacks by fire. 
Terrorism will probably increase it?, and around Saigon. 

##Ii 
ED 12958 UlbH11>25Yrs 
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j INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

e!36~EY--SAVI~ 

Monday, January 22, 1968 
6:20 p .. m. 

Mr. President: 

You will wish to read this two-part message 
from Gen. Westmoreland, especially part 1. He 
concludes: 

"The current winter- spring ca1npaign is 
unusual in its urgency and intensity. The bulk 
of our evidence suggests that the enemy is 
conducting a short•term surge effort, possibly 
designed to improve his chances of gaining his 
ends through political means, perhaps through 
negotiations leading to some forr.n of a coalition 
government. I I 

MAC 00967, January 22, 1968 

S.CRE'.J? SAC?N 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13 267 Sec. 3.5 · -

NLJ -~,NC..:S ll-l 1,bit ~01..\ /'). 
"l.Wa NARA, Date lD-\&-2H>l3- I . 
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Monday, January 22, 1968 

E0 12958 3AlbJ(1)>25Yn SECRET-MAC 00967 EYES ONLY 
(CJ 

This is a two-part message. Part l represents my as~essment of.the enemy'_.s 
c;,v~rall ~-_in~er-spring ca~paign; Part II gives my cu_r:rc:n\ ~-ie.w~·•·o~-·the·J.enemyis 
disposition ~nd offerisive plans in Quang Tri-Thua_ ';{'_}:lien. Part I foliows: 

. "'-·· .. . .. . . .. . -· . ,. 
The enemy's winter-spring act:.vity to date has given rise to a number of wide­

that i~ sensespread ir ..~:~c:--==~~0:1s:': he showing an unusual o! 1J.rgency,1that he 
•has inc,.-,;::-·;;-(ru~·tempo and iniensity of the-wa~, that bi.: h<Btri:tt_ion' exceeds. Cl,r •• 

i:~~~iro~t cs,!. that 11;· i 5 ·cng ~~g=.:i~~ in. ~np ?"Pt:ec.e;.tcd unit reinforc.errientt: and that h_e .. 
9-as i~cr_~.a~ed the co~rdination of_his forces,r. ~-?~.~of these, I believe, are 
!.~!!.~;-while ot.; ,~rs '-re .f:Js.e. or marginally true. • 

~!.;.!t .. <!E:fjJJi!.~Js. disP.l~ying_ ~ VE:ry ~u~ual _s~ns~ :·or urz·en:-cy. His documents 
indicate this, exhorting all his forces to conduct continuous operations in this 
"decisive campaign". In the Central Office for South Vietnam area, final victory 
is even promised in this campaign. His operations also show this urgency. 
Song Be and Dak To were attacked with inadequate preparation. The Second a·nd 
Third North Vietnamese Divisions with green replacements persist in the offer.s,e 
despite serious losses. His reinforcement activities also show this urgency, with 
the 304th Division accomplishing in two months a move comparable to the four­
month move oi the 325C Division a year ago. 

Tt?_t:~!1~~-n_si~y__-~!.._~h_e,:wa;rbas- inc·r~ased;: Although total incidents have decreased 
since September, the number of assaults and attacks by fire have shown a steady 
increase throughout the year. Enemy action in the DMZ influenced this through 
September; since then, however, sharp drops in the First and Second Corps have 
been counterbalanced by increases in the Central Office for South Vietnam area. 

As a result of the enemy activity and of our operations, the. e~4:.;11y1_s_.ioss·es in;~: 
~~.lQl.\.rlli.q~a.rter··at 1967 were high.-,. Killed in action's wer~ ::q__p_~;r~u1:t,high·e.r ~­
t;h.a1_1·a _y~~-l"...Aa.tU~!r--while \\~po~s .loss n~ar ~Y.-doubled.":_. Enemy loss es, however, 
whil-;-above the ye~~ly ·ave.rage, bel~t\e p;aks reached in the spring._r.erria.~;a.· 
The continuation o! enemy offensive action despite these losses may give the im­
pression that our infiltration estimates were low. Through August, 1967, the 
enemy was infiltrating about 6100 troops per month as compared to our estimate 

of 6500. S~-~~- ~!:~?.i ~~. °l!~!.~.,~~t!ma~~d_, __sP!E:a:.~.9f :s.op9_t'?. 6000_.! Our data, whil 
admittedly incomplete, shows an unusua!ly low count for this period, suggesting 
a period of low infiltration similar to that of late 1966. While some units, as the 
divisions in ~IR 5, have probably received an unusual share of available replace­
ments, we see no evidence as yet that our overall estimate for 1967 will be 
significantly exceeded. Following the 1967 pc.ttern, however, we vrc~_d.~~~e.~t- ~ 
12~:e~~:~ilii quarter;, •• • -- • ~-...upsurg"~ ·m:i,n,filt:r~ti9~,.~~-ti_ng_._:the. .~utr~nt 

lO 12958 3AlbH1J>25Yrs 
(CJ 

SANITIZED 
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Enemy rcinf•~1·~_em.~t d,::r:in.g this cc1.mpaign ·ha_s.. -res 1.llted in the m~st seriou~ 
thre_c1..t...o! .. the war· to Iio1·"thern Fil'st Corps.:: Reinforcement to date, however, n1ay 

• be·~ repetition oi the 1966- early 1967 pattern, when the 325 C Division deployed 
and the first of about 40 Hanoi mainline terminals representing replacements and 
reinforcements appeared. Whether present reinforcement activity is in fact 
unpr-ecedented depend~ upon the nature of the 320th Division's deployment, and 
cannot yet be answered. 

The enern.y achieved an umis1.1a.l degree of coordination during the last week -ni 
§cr9~cr, \Vi'th nearsin-iulta~eou~ actions beginning in. the Fourth Corps and moving 
northward to the Second Corps. Since then, however, he has shown little improve­
ment in his ability to coordinate at higher levels. He has achieved th rough re organ 
izations an improvement at tht: lower level. We believed, however, that this 
resulted from normal evolutionary moves, and is not specifically attributable to 
the present enemy campaign. 

To summarize my view of the current impressions, I feel that the truly unusual 
factors of the present enemy caµipaign are r!s ~trgctt~y and the inc?"_ec'...s~~ intens~-~y 

..,_of:t~\~ wc1._r._in,the Third and Fotirth Corp~·- Enemy losses are not significantly 
higher than average 1967 rates, but it is striking that the enemy has not attempted 
to reduce his losses. The other factors enumerated in paragraph 2 seem less 
unusual, ani partially explainable either as ext ens ions of long-standing trends or 
similar to previously observed patterns of enemy activity. 

There are t.~:.:°:,p·osiible hypotb~ 3es fpr the unusual aspects of the enemy activity. 
Either the enemy is making a r~~:o-r· e_ffort for a·short period of time .~in order to 
gain exploitable victories for political ·pur.pos es; or efs e the enemy h~s e !: ~.alat,d 
th~ tempo ~nd.~01_>_c:5i~o ~ontinue the protracted war at current t~Hlpo......... ... ... . .. .· . . . . .... .. . ,.. .. . ·-;-.·........,.,._........ 

:.~~..in.~~?l~·-documentary evi~encE~ favors the short-ter~ hypolhesis·i, Enemy docu­
'Jllents increasingly talk of the possibility of negotiations and of a coalition govern­
ment. The enemy drawdovvn on his coastal defenses in North Vietnam also suggests 
a concern with relatively short--term goals. He has made determined attempts to 
gain a spectacular victory, and is now preparing for another attempt in northern 
First Corps. I believe that the enemy sees a similarity between ·our base at 
Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu and hopes, by following a pattern 0£ activity similar 
to that used against the French, to gain similar military and political ends. 

On the other hand, there is some evidence supporting a longer-term hypothesis. 
Some very recent captured documents refer to continuation of the war at least into 
the summer. There is no firm :indication to date that North Vietnam has backed 
down from its previous conditions for negotiation. 

The key question becomes the enemy capability tocontinue the war at its present 
pace. The answ·,n··_tcrthis liEis"'in·h-1s--~manpowet: problems .... Continuation oi the- war 
.a~_.th_e,.p;_esent~~!!IPo. ,~·ill pres~mably cause enemy)o~se_s -i~ 1968 _at least-~~-g;ec1.t 

• "'-·• .. ,e•••· • • .._,_., ............ -.. ..•.•. ~•···~-- .. ._ ..... -.·.~ :..·-.,'!"~-.· . .: ,.;.._ ....,. • .• . ~:- • ··•· ... ; •.·•::··~·:,..•_.·:-· -• _,;·.: ... ·_:· ::.·.':'.,••. 
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as those S\lff ered during the past year. The c_~.e.~y's· currenf "foput is failing to 
m.t:.t!t his 1·equiremcnt hy at 1,:;:.:-t 5000 : ,,.n per m~~th .. · A continuation of such 
loss es, with a resultant upgrading of local and gi1erriila forces, would cause the 
rapid deterioration of the Viet Cong and the war would become increasingly a 
North Vietnamese Army war. To counteract this, if .the enemy made a maximum 
effort with infiltration of about 11,000 men per month, and takes losses no 
greater than in 1967, he could sustain the war at current levels for only about one 
year, and then at great sacrifice. The enemy cannot indefinitely accept either 
alternative . 

. In summary, the current winter-spring campaign i~ un~1_sual in its urgency-and': 
ip.tensi1.y. 'l;.hc bulk of our evidence suggests ttiat the enemy is conducting a : 
.sho·rt-te~m ·surge. effort, p0ssibly clf'sign~d to improve his chanc~s of gaining 
his ends through political ·means_, perhaps t~rough negotiations leading to SC?me 
fo.rm oi a coalition gave rnment. 

ED12958 U(b](1J>25Yrs 
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This message is Part II of a two-part message and gives my current views 
on the enemy•~ disposition and cffensive plans in Quang Tin-Thu.a Thien 
Province. 

In the Khe Sanh area, evidence indicates that the 325C and 304th North 
divisions are deployed north and south of the camp, 

respectively. located the 95C North Vietnamese Army 
Regiment 13 km northwest of K.he Sanh and a rallier partially confirms this. 
The 325 Division Headquarters' current location west of Khe Sanh places it 
in position to control subordinate elements. Though the remainder of the 
division was last located in Laos, it probably has deployed to positions 
northwest of Khe Sanh. the Headquarters, 304th Division 
and one subordinate regiment south of Khe Sanh. 
-another infantry regiment plus rear service elements may also be in 
that area. Another subordinate 304th regiment is located in Laos west of 
Khe Sanh. 

Since late December, most of the 324B Division has been deployed from east 
to west across the DMZ and has b~en transporting supplies from depots =io1·th 
of the DMZ to caches north and northeast of Khe Sanh. At least 114 short tons 
of rice were moved, and I believe that 200-300 tons probably were transported. 
This is enough rice to feed an entire division for one month. I n addition, at 
least 41 tons of ammunition, i.e., the equivalent in weight of a basic load for 
one division, were also moved. Unlike past years, traffic north of Dong Hoi 
to the DMZ area has been extremely heavy since January 7 , indicating a continued 
supply buildup, probably artillery ammunition, increased truck traffic in Laos 
indicates the enemy will be supplied from the west as well. Since January 16, 

most of the 324B Division's elements ceased their 
transportation mission. A tenuous fix located the 812th regiment in Ba 101, 56 km. 
south of its January 7 position. ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ the unit was to 
relocate and suggest coordinati,:m with the 274th independent battalion deployed 
east of Cam Lo. The 90th regi:.'Ylent may still be near its January 16 position 
north of the Rock Pile. The 803rd is deployed generally north of Con Thien. 

The 320th Division Headquarter and its subordinate regiments may be deployed 
north of Highway 9. indicate that 
the Division Headquarter and one, possibly two regiments, may be deployed 
north of the Rock Pile. one 320th Regiment 
may be serving a logistics mission and possibly is ep eyed west of the 
Rock Pile. 

From his deployment, I beli~vE: that the enemy plans a coordinated offensive 
designed to seize and hold key objectives in the northern two provinces. Current 

ED 12951 3A(bH1)>25Yrs 
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evidence indicates that the 325C an.d 304th Division's have Khe Sanh/Lang 
Vei as objectives; however, the 304th Division may side-step Khe Sanh and 
move to Base Area 101. Elements of the 320th Division appear targeted against 
Camp Carrol and the Rock Pile, probably to hinder friendly artillery support. 
The Khe An Artillery Brigade Heiadquarters, recently deployed to the DMZ area 
probably will direct supressing fires from artillery positions located just north 
of the Ben Hai River. The 803rd and 9th probably will attempt diversionary 
attacks in the Con Thien/Gio Linh a1·eas. They could be supported by the 
164th Artillery Regiment, if the 812th Regiment joined the 9th Regiment in 
Base Area 101, an attack on Quang Tri City is probable. And the 320th 
Division may also move south to the Quang Tri area. Certainly, the movement 
of Tri-Thien-Hue Military Regic,n Headquarters and the 6th Regiment South to 
positions near Hue, thre_atens that city. 

EO129513A[b)(1J>25Yrs 
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WASHINGTON 

Monday, Jan. 29, 1_968 
6:45 AM 

t ;. • 

Mr. President; 

Attached is Gen. Westmoreland's 
.•.l _-_-•. latest assessment of the situation 

in South Vietnam. 
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1. THE FOLLOWING Id :,1Y A5SESS{•IENTOF THE SITUATION AS 

(CJ 

IT HASDEVELOPED OV~R THE PAST SEVE~TY·T~OHOU~3. 
2. THERE ARE I~DICATIO:~s THAT lriE. Ei~::~•1Y ~AY mn CEASE 

MILITAnY OPER~Tio~:s DmH:lG TE!. IN FAC'f HZ IS tJO';I WELL INTO 
HIS AlJOUNCEO TET STA~DDO~~ ?E~IOD ~ITH NC DISC£RNA3LE DECREASE 

• m SIGiHF'ICAN! ACTIVIr'f HJ THE ~OR!}-{E•:rn TWO CO~PS AREAS. 
3. THE Et·tEMY CO~TINU2S HIS AT!AC:(S BY FIR! HJ THE KHE 

SA~H ARS:A. ANOTHER REGH!E,'JT OF TH:: 304TH DIVISION, POSSIBLY 

THE 9"f H, NOVED ~O?.tH'JARD TC A POSH IO:~ 7 1U SOUTH OF KH::: SA~Hi. 
AIR STRIKES A::O A~TILlERY AR£ SEiHOUS!.Y INTERDICTING £,'J!:•IY 
~11;,~1.Y EFFORTS I~ TiH3 4\BEt- THEl! A~:: n:i•r!A!IVE I~IDICATIONs,ED12951 

TtmOUGH.PHOTOINTERPRET~T ION, - TH~T THE !~E~Y :i;.Y ATTEMPT TO UlbH11>21Yrs 
~-rG""7US-~AY l~lU KH~ ·::iA~IH uur TO OUR TRE~lE:JDOUS FIREPOt/ER (CJ 
• ADVA:'iTAGE. CAS HE DIJ AT DIE:·J 3E~f PHC>. • 
• 4. :..IE ~JO~ HAV£ A fI~t-IER HOLD 0i~ THE PR03A3LE LO CAT ION 
or MAJOR El.EL•~E.J!S OF THE 320TH ~~'IA DIVISI:l:l. DETAI~:£ES !AXE~J 
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A HEAVY CONTACT ~ORTHOF' CM1P CARROLL STATE THEY E012958 
NVA REGHiENT, 3:~0TH ;~VA DIVISIO~J. 3AlbJ(1]>25Yrs 

(CJ 

l . r.. (' ....1·a , 2 0 1 H ~ iV .!\ I V I S 1 :) N • E :· ! i: :il Y 
ITY ALONG THE D~iZ R~:1AINS :mDERAT~ :.nrH THI:: SITUATION 
TR I CITY AND HUE RE!·~;H:HNG WJC:·t~,D~D. E!·!E'1Y ~:OVE~·l?:iffS HAIJE 
ACCENTUATED THE THREAT IN THE PHU LDC, HAI VAN PASS AND DA­
NANG ARE.AS. TA;-.J KY Mm HJI Mi :,tAY ALSO BE AT"fACKED A5 A 
DIVERSIO~. ISOLATIOH OF THE NORTH!R~TWO PROVI~C£SMUST 
INCLUDECLOSINGTHE PASS A~D CRIPPLING THE DA~A~G AIR A~~ 
LOGISTICSFACILITIES. ATTEMPTSTO DO THIS MAY OCCUR AT ANY 

II:1£ • 
. 5. I :--1 1 HE WESTER~J HI G HLA~~!)S OF lI c-rz, A ~D I ~l r-:~-5, ED12951

l} ~ lJRGE:JT ENEi'iY PREPARATIO~JS FOR a.41bH1J>HYrs 
0 ,E, SIV~ ACl 10:•1. TH::..SE ARE ALSO rmICATIO>!S THAT SO~•lE UNITS [CJ 
ARE BEHIND SCHEDULE L'J P~EP.~RAT!O'.B. 

ED12958 .OI'S cc,;JG!.RN, AND ?EHHA?S 
25 I ITS MAJOR COJ~~~DS TO 

UlbJl1J> HJITIATE PLANt~ED OFFENSIVE ACTIVHY. I HAVE ~O DOU3T THAT 
[CJ THE ENEYJY PLANS TO LAm~CHWIDESPREAu ACTIVITY TO DETER REn­

FORCEt1ENT IOF NORTHER:~ COR?S. 
SSO NOTE: DZLIVER rn:-IEDIATELY 
440 

'ED12951 
3AlbH1J>25Yrs 
[CJ 

...... 
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IOPSECHtJ 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

JCSM-63-68 

2 9 JAN t;o0 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: The Situation at Khe Sanh 

1. You will recall that on 12 January 1968 General Westmoreland 
informed me that the Khe Sanh position is important to us for 
the following reasons: (a) it is the western anchor of our 
defense of the DMZ area against enemy incursions into the 
northern portion of South Vietnam; (b) its abandonment would 
bring enemy forces into areas contiguous to the heavily populated 
and important coastal area; and (c) its abandonment would con­
stitute a major propaganda victory for the enemy which would 
seriously affect Vietnamese and US morale. In summary, General 
Westmoreland declared that withdrawal from Khe Sanh would be a 
tremendous step backwards. 

2. At 0910 hours this morning I discussed the Khe Sanh 
situation by telephone with General Westmoreland. He had just 
returned from a visit.to northe~n I Corps Area during which he 
conferred with senior commanders, personally surveyed the situa­
tion, and finalized contingency plans. General Westmoreland 
made the following points: 

a. The Khe Sanh garrison now consists of 5,000 US and ARVN 
troops. They have more than a battalion of US artillery 
supporting them,· and 16 17 5 MM guns which can fire from 
easterly positions in support of the Khe Sanh force. 

DECLASSIFIED· 

AuthQrity .Jt:S IP -II) ·?I 4l(y: 
By -d{J , NARS, Date 3- ~ 9- ,;t7 

TOPSECBEJ 4 GROUP3- : Dcwngradadat 12 year 
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. ioteN~s; .r.c{ 

autor;;atica:1yd-.dass:fied : 
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b. Among other reinforcing actions, he has moved a 
full US Army Division into northern I Corps. Within a k_w 
days the equivalent of an ARVN airborne division will· also 
reinforce this area. 

c. He has established a Field Army Headquarters in the 
Hue/Phu Bai area to control all forces, both US and ARVN, 
in northern I Corps. This headquarters is commanded by 
General Abrams. 

d. General Momyer, Commander 7th Air Force, is coordinating 
all supporting air strikes in the NIAGRA area which constitutes 
the locale of enemy buildup around Khe Sanh. 

e. Air action since 17 January has been remunerative. 
About 40 B-?2 sorties per day and some 500 tactical air 
sorties per day are being conducted in the NIAGRA area. 
There have been numerous secondary explosions. It appearsJ 
that air strikes and our artillery fire have disrupted the 
enemy's logistic buildup and troop concentration. ~ 

3. General Westmoreland stated to me that, in his judg~ent, 
we cc;ID.-hg_ld Khe Sanh and we s~ hold Khe Sanh. He reports 
that e~~~e is _s.onfidejlt. He believes that this is an oppor­
tunity to inflict a severe defeat upon the enemy~ Further, 
General Westmoreland considers that ~11 preparat,pry and pre­
cautionary measures have been taken, both in South Vietnam and 
here, to conduct a successful defense in the Khe Sanh area. 

4. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have reviewed the situation 
at Khe Sanh and concur with General Westmoreland's assessment 
of the situation. The·y recommend that we maintain our position 
at Khe Sanh. 

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 
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}.1EMORANDUM 

THE \.VHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1968 
Tuesday, 3:15 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT; Viet Cong Attack on U.S. Embassy in Saigon 

By direct telephone, NMCC has learned that in an. attach, 
on the U.S. Embassy in Saigon, several Viet Cong got into the 
compound. 

There is one U.S. casualty, an officer in the Embas sy 1 s 
Political Section. The compound is under full U. s. control. 



MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday., .January 30, 1968., 10:00 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Westmoreland Reports U.S. Embassy Saigon Cleared 
of Viet Cong 

At 9:00 P. M. {EST} General Westmoreland telephoned from th~ 
U.S. Embassy compound to report that the Embassy Chancery as 
well as the entire compound are completely cleared of Viet Cong 
attackers. 

In the rest of S_aigonJ he reports that things are now quiet. There 
is still some fighting at the nearby U.S. base at Ton Son Hut. This 
fighting at the base may be Viet Cong attempting to get out of the area. 
He reports he has all the strength needed to take care of this fighting. 

Ambassador Bunke·r is safe but has not yet returned to his Embassy 
office. All Embassy civilians are safe, one marine was killed and two 
were wounded in the action. Four Military Police were killed and three 
were wounded. Nineteen Viet Cong were killed in the fighting. 

Damage to the Embassy building is minimal. There was no 
structural damage but part of the lobby was destroyed and the c:)Utside 
of the building damaged. 

General Westmoreland reconstructs the operation as follows: 
At about 3:00 A. M. Saigon time a Viet Cong platoon of about twenty 
m.en dressed in civilian clothes and armed with automatic weapons 1 

rockets, satchel charges and explosives 1 attacked the Embassy 
compound. They made a hole in the outer wall through which they 
crawled. Their purpose was apparently to destroy the building. 

The MPs moved in, encountering sniper fire coming from buildings 
nearby. At about 5:00 A. M. U. s. troops moved into the compound, 
engaging the Viet Cong. At 8:00 _A. M. a platoon of the 101 Airborne 
Division landed ·on the roof. The fighting ended about 9:00 A. M., all 
Viet Cong in the area believed killed. 

~ 
Brom.ley Smith 
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Authority OSD letter KlOV 2 2 1918 
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O 3.<:fi 25 5, Z''H 7.r,-t·-i Y, ~ ...··,i - ! •• • .. • ' . / 0 : t'-(fle ~us/( Si;.11::_~ 
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p .
FM GEN WESTMORELAND SAIGONCOMUSMACV 

/(): Nie !fc ../..f1Sa.CIA 

le).: 11-1l? ~ 1v1ic~fa fEl:,v. 
v.l rl I , !! fl O v ,::·1.t / 

. " ' . 

·c,,·~,s,1 "'' • 

. 
A1'TACJ(S AGAINST CER'fA!N OF OUR l{EY INSTALLA1'IONS rN THE r At~D rr 

PLEIJ-aJ~ NHA :·nANG, Bt\N ME THUOT, .. AI•m 1.'AN CANH IN THE DtiK ro Af(i.A. • 

LESS1~HAiTACI<S WER~ M.'\m~ ON QU! NHONt~NDTUY HOA• ALTHOUGH Et-~Et~Y 
. 

AC'rIVIrY. 1N III AN!l IV cr ✓.s t,,As COMPARATIVELY LrGHT DURHiG TP.IS ,. . 

. 
~i'AHGE'fS IN THESE AREAS, REPEATED A1"TEM?'"i'S CAN ALSO BE EXPECTED!N 

"£HE I AND lI C"£ZS• tmr.LE OUR OPERATIONS REPORTSTO YOUR H~t~DOUARTS~S. 

rlWZ COVERBD "fHESE AT'fACKS lN SOMEDl~TA!L:, ! FELT 11' WOULDBE HELP-

FUL TO GIVE YOU A t1JRAP-UP ON THE srTtrATION AS rt STANDS NOUs. . . 

!1.IS SIJN!FICANT.1HATIN I CTZ NO~E ~y THESE ATTACKS WE~E 

Dr.RECTEDAGA!NST OUR 1NS7ALLAT!.ONS NORTH OF THE A! VAN ?ASS, 

DANANG AND ~AS ATTACKED AT 20 MINUTES~AS THE PRIME TARGET BEGINNING 

: , 
BASE WERE MORTARED AND ROC!--:ZTF.D A NUMnER CF AIRCR/\YT HECEl V!.~G WITH 

' . 

. . 
\ 1lAS H•;ViEDIAT?:LY LOCATED AND BROUGHT UNDER· FIRE WITH U~1<N0\·1NR~St:LTS 



• - J .,. •• 

... - --'•· ... . 

UNi>E~ 'El·~~t-,Y MORTAR !,ND GHOUl~D ATTACK BY /\N ESTJ.NATi.:D lrtqNFOHCED 

· ENEf·lY GOM?ANY~ Alf ATTEMPT tJAS .MADE AGAINST THZ DA_N/~N·GBHDiGE BY 
. . . 

. . t 

CAPTllREl>c-· TIMELY ~•;ARNING OF THE AT'fACl<S PLUS RAPID HttiCT ION BY. . • ... 

us1 AnvtVROl{ roRcEsHAS .BROUGHT THE sx1'UATroN IN rH{.ni~NA;~GAn}:A uNpEn 

CONTROL AT :i'HlS T1~rn:~ CASVALTi:F:$ SO ~'AR Lis•; B9 ENEMYiaA° M~D 7 
. . . 

FHn:NDLY ln.A~ AHOt{G THJ~ COlHf'fEH/\C'f IONS LAUNCHED !N NOTEtcJOl-rf'-HY TE£ 

'EARLY MORNlNG_,tjtOURS ·t·JAS ·tHAT 0}; THE .ROX MJ\RINF.:S~ HHO, IN }1ESP0l{SE 
• f7' • 

ro AH EtJEMY lifoUND • ATTACK nr TEE 116r AN AREA, !NS.ER.TED A FORCI~ nY 
. . \ 

HEL1COP·[ER~ ENGAGED 'CHE.ENEMY: KJ.Ll.J.NG 21 tHTH NO FRIENDLY CASUA-

LTIES • 

IN ·na: KONTUM AREA, IN EXCESS OF 5:i0 ENEMY i/f'fACKED FROM'fHE NORTH 

. . 
l.ND:2Il CONTHOL inTH ArfflLLBRY AND Al R S1'Ril<ES BEING EMPLOYED AGAINST 

IN TAN CANH OF KONTUM PROVINCE, CONTACT IS SPORADIC:tH'£;t ELENEN1'S OF 

!Hf. :S/42 ARV"N.RC.:GINEN'r O?POSING AN Ut~:<Net·?HSIZE ENE\'1Y FORC::. FOUR 

FRIENDLY 1:!AVE BEEN Kil ..Ll:D AND FIVE NVA. IN PLElKU':1 cm~TACT CON!!NUES 
. . 

\>UT_if AN ErJEMY OF UNHN01~NSIZE IN THE CI'l')', t>ll"i'H ·}'Rl!~NDLY FORCES 

LNF DIV CAPTURED 220 ENEMYIN THE VICINITY OF PLEIKU~OF THESE, 
I 

2~ HAD NORTH VlETNAl·lESE MONEY ON THEil{ PERSON• THE VAST ?-iAJORlTY I 

I 
.·AR£ MONTAGNARDS Bz1;:n:VED TO. BE PRESSED INTO SERVlCZ· .• AV£f'..AGE AGE 

• 
I 

· I 

. . 

"' 

https://KJ.Ll.J.NG


>. 

AP?E/\RS TO BE 1s· TO 3-0,> 58 CL!\IM 'fO BE HOI CHANHSI) An\iN .-FORCES 

,_ . 

,AGAINST103 ENEMY~ IN NHA TRANG, SPORADICFIGHTINGCO~TINUESlN 

THE CITY, FRIENDLYLOST 21 KIA; ENEMY 60 KIA~ tIGiiTINGCON~I~UES . 
AG.AINS'"i' 1'r!E ENEMY ·A·n~EnPTlNG TO \•ilTHDRA\~o• CITY FIGllTlNG CONTlrm}:S • 

.••-·· IN BAN 1'1E THUO'f WITH EMEt-iY ST H .. L • IN THE VIC naTYo • CASUA}:/f lES ARE 

.. 
. 36 ENEMY HAVE BEEN KILLED 1N '£HE 'l'UY HOA AREA AND l 1 NVA KIA !N ·THE 

- NINH HOA hHEA O lN QUI NHONsr·TH}: ENEMY -HOLDS TEE RADIO STATI_ON /iND 7HE 

.. 
SURROUNDEDnuT HAVE NOT ATTACI<ED, SlNCi-.: THE ENEMY IS HOLDING :rmn:£ 

OF 1'HE 25TH US DIVISION MADE A S!GNIFICMl'f CONTACT WITH AN ENE?·!~' FORCE, 

. RESULTING IN ·.66 ENEMY KILLED, WI1'H EJ.Gl-rt FRIENDLY KILLED l\ND 1li t,,!QUN-
r·· 

DZD. !V INCTZ HAD OHE SIGNI} .. lCANT ENCOU1~TF~R THE VINH LONG AR£A, 

tUTH THREE SECONDARY EKPLC>S IONS• . 

DURING !HE COURSE OF THE DAY HE HAD A MAXIMUM 1\!R _E}..FORT, ~HIC}: 
. ·. 

\ 1~S REPO!Cl'ED TO BE EX'{REMEt y E:"'F~:c1·r VE 0 

"£HE CURRtNT OU'fLOOK DEPICTS A SITUATION SI M~LAR TO 11Y l/0:{EGO!NG 

!N SUHNARY, THE ENEMY HAS DISPLt\YED t•1HA1' APPEARS TO BE DES-

P"\.'nA.'"":'C1~-1 1'' """"i ...... S '~s·-r1,lG ,._tv!, "'r~oo'O .... , ......... ";."l)~'o~,-:-z~-- 0 0°ur fl'":'",. ... D ""'P't'"-... ~":'~;\r.l .r.. .• rt\; J.\., , ~ J. \I .-.. :. i'C • ~ .V !..., •• ,< ~".J. '-' • .. .-(ti.:.~· ,·•_."__,!\::>.• • i,.;..,.. 

. . . 
. . . 

ATTEMPTED SURPRISE BY ATTACKING. THE TRUC2 P2R!OD• TO ACHIEVE DURING. • 

l. 

; 

' • 
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SUFFEREDMANYCASUALTIESoAS OF NOW, THEY ADD UP.TO ALttOST 70~~ 

~!KC:N'£HE DyST SETTLt~Si "£HE\lE WILL PROBABLY·BE ~!ORE~ AtL 'Wf SUBOR­

DINA'rE COMMANDERSREPORT THE S!.'"tl}t1TlON \oJELL IN HAND~ 
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January 30, 1968 

l,,1EMORANDUt.A FOR GENERAL WHEELER: 

I !eel I owe you an explana~~e-~tances surrounding the 
telephone call to ~1.ACV and General Westmoreland this morning from the 
Situation Room. 

Af 5: 30 Art McCafferty and Bob Ginsburgh were looking over the 
information available on the situation in Vietnam. They became concerned 
that we had no additional material beyond that which had been shown to the 
President at midnight. The·y decided that, in order to assure the President 
we were attempting to g~t more information and tc;>save time, ·they would 
perscnally call the MACV Duty Officer !or a report. As the call was being 
placed, the President telephoned down from his bedroom. In answer to his 
query as to why we did not have more information, he Yvas informed that we 
were attempting to call :MACV at that time. 

The first person 'With whom Art talked was General Westmoreland's 
aide. The aide asked if he wouldn't like to speak personally with General 
Westmoreland. Art replied that he would not want to disturb the General 
and would. prefer to talk to the Duty Officer. He was then transferred to the 
!v1ACV COC, v;here he talked to the Colonel on duty. After about five minutes, 
the Colonel informed Art that General 'Vieatmoreland had just walked into the 
center and would like to speak with the person in the White House. It waa at 
that point that the conversation was held with General Westmoreland. 

At no time was there any intent to disturb General \Vestmoreland who, 
we understand quite well, is a very busy man, especially in situations as we 
had last evening~ The intent was to be certain that we could assure the 
President that he was receiving the best and latest information on the 
situation. ~ 

• / A ~v -
-~,,,d.__,f;; - t,~ (/'>J ~,..L,.

J~ . _,_z~~~ 
~~ 

~ /' ~f ~ ,<A,' I 5/(.;Ja.£/-
w. ·w. Rostow 

AMcC:jjs 
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Tuesdc..y, Janua.:::-:; 30, 1968 11.:.45 a. m. 

MEMORAl'-rDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

this 
The 

morning. 
foiiowing is 

(All. times 
a situation 
are EST.) 

report from MACY, sent at 7: 30 a. rr~, 

is 
Principle activity 

summariz~d _as follows: 
in the Republic of Vietnam on 29/ 30 Ja:ma.ry 1968 

First Corps 

in the 
Enemy forces launched 

Danang, Wheeler/Wallowa 
coo1·dinated 

and Chu Lai 
mortar, 
areas. 

rocket and g::-ound. attacks 

vicinity 
in one 

. At 11:20 a. m. several enemy snipers 
of the Danang Bridge. The enemy was 

enemy kilied and one .detained. 

were observed in 
engaged with small 

t~e water in tne 
arrns fi:re resulti::g 

rounds 
and a 
arms 

At 12:4·8 p. m. a Marin; unit located north\vest 
of rocket fire and at approximat3ly the same time., 

Regional Force unit in Hai Van Pass a:·ea reported 
fh-e. There was no report of en.e □y penetration. 

of Danang received ~our 
the 1st .A.RVN 3att?_lion 

receiving r-.t1orta:r a:-1d s~all 

Between 2: 00 
approximately 20 rounds 
.damage; No casualties 

and 4: 00 p. m. the Marble :M.ountain air facility 
of mort?,r fi:re with numerous Army aircraft 

repo:-ted. 

receiv~d 
recei'ving j 

f 
l 

At 
ir.:itial r·eports 
five aircraft 
friendly, one 
r.ot known. 

2: 30 p. m. the Da,-,..ing .'IJ.r Base also came under rocket attacC< with 
indicating a total of 20 rounds received. Additional repo1·ts re:'!.cct 

destroyed, 18 aircraft \.Vith various degrees of damage. Resuits we-r·c: 
killed, 10 wounded, 37 non-battle casualti~s; e11.er...1.y casualties are 

I,· 

Between 2:30 and 4:40 p. m. the ARVN Headquarters at Danang came 
under erJ,en:.y mo=tar and ground attack by an esti~ated :reinforced enemy compa.ny 
o:: larger. A to~al of 40-50 morta1· 1·ounds we--:e received in arid a:round t:cc _t..._-q_VN 
co~pound a:rca.. The attack was repulsed .. Results. '\Vere: friendly, 2. killed; er..cmy, 

• --

CON~ J.b.E. 1\l'l L~.L -

t 
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In response to the enemy attacks to the Danang are~~ a:--tillei-y missi,:)ns 
were conducted and gunships launched attacks on enemy forces south of Danar~g. 
The exact extent of enemy losses in not yet known. 

At 1: 55 p. m. an ARVN artillery unit in the vicinity of Eoi An repoTted 
rece1v1ng morta:-, srnall a:rms, and automatic '\veapons fi:re. Ko::.-ec::.n !vfa.rir~es 

_were inse1·ted by helicopter and engaged the enemy for·ce. Latest information 
•reflects 21 enemy killed and two detained, no friendly cas:ualties have beer .. reported_. 

American division units also :teport a number of incidents during the 
4 . • period. Between 12: 50 a;id 5: l 0 p. a total of 90 -rotmds of morta1 fi:re \Vasmo 

reported .by US units at five different landing zones throughout the Wheeier /Wallov;,a 
area of ope:ration and the Chu. Lai area. No r,epoxted ground attacks. 

Seconci Co:.:-ps. 

In Qui Nhon, the enemy cont:rol.s the 1·adio station and the :naintena.nce 
area. One Korean battalion is sweeping the area., and results to dat~: three US killed, 
five US wounded, and 50 enemy killed. 

- In Kontum City artillery and air strikes are being employed against an 
estimated two enemy battalions. Results: friendly, seven killed, five wm.m.ded; 
enemy, 165 killed, two detained. An estimated two enemy battalions are outside 
the city. 

In Ban lvle Thuot., :fighting contir::.ues within the city. An estimated two 
battaiions are outside the city. Results: friendly, seven killed, 16 wounded; 
enemy: 91 killed and 28 detained. 

In Ninh Hoa contact continues on a sporadic basis. Results: frie:1.dly, 
one wounded; enemy, 11 killed. 

T ~ - ... h ,.. 1 +-• • T. ~ . . .. ~ 
.n 1 uy .noa. eavy rig ..11.1ng c_ontinues. .l:"'.i.een.e1ny rorce 1s t:ry1r..g to o:-ea;( 

out. Resdts: friendly, seven killed, 31 wounded, six missing; enemy, 36 killed. 

In Nb.a Trang sporadic fighting continues in the city with friendly elements 
attempting to cut off ene~y forces leaving the city. Results: friendly, 21 kiEed, 
66 wou-:1ded; en~my:1 60 killed 15 detained.7 

In Pleiku. contact continues "'·vith an unkno\vn size e:1er..1.y force in the city. 
AR VN units are in the city. Friendly forces a::-e attempting to cut off th~ eriemy 
forces trying to escape. Results: friendly, seven killed., 22 wo1..rq.dc;d; e;.iemy, 
103 killed.-
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In Tan Canh contact is sporadic with elements of an AR VN regiment 
against an unknown size enern.y force. Results: friendly, four wounded, ener.ny, 
five killed. 

Thi:rd Corps 

In Binh Duong province, 14 miks southwest of Ben Cat, the 4th Cavalry 
fought a f~ve-hou1· battle, beginning at 4: 2.3 a. m. yeste1·day morning. Enemy 
losses are reported as 66 killed compared with US losses of 8 killed and 14 ,11our:ce·cl. 

FouTth Corps 

In Vin...½ Long province, 21 miles south ·of Vhili Long, heli'copter g-:mships. 
£ired on a number of sampans traversing canais in the area. Results wer~ 124 
sa~pans destroyed with 80 enemy kflleci.__ • • 

In Phong Dinh province aircraft fired Oi"l a number of sampans, srn.k1ng 
two. Eight ener.ny were killed and a number oi weapons we1·e captured. 

Casualties reported: 

Killed Wounded Cap:1.:red 
• US/ A-.~VN:;~ 74 173 

. ....,, 
·Enemy 749 ·54 

~:~Note: exact b~eakdowns are not available. 

White House Situation Room 

-. 

....... 

", 
COMlfID.i:.,1'1~ ..1.AL 
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• 0AH675 ···,' ' . Rf:CflVEO 
00 n:RADS ~YHCA 

.DE YSNXQA 21 0311312 • 

0311253Z ZYHZFF-5 . 
FM GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC 
INFO GEN JOHNSON C/S ARMY 
GEN MCCONNELL C/S AIR FORCE 

.. ADM MOORE.R ONO· 
ZEN/GENCHAPMANCMC 

• MR 'R.OSTOul WHITE HOUSE WASH DC 
MR RUSK STATE DE?r WASH DC ,,..S (
MnHELMS.crA __ . • '):o7 AM h~ 
0 ~10707Z ZYH ZFF4 ~ o'---
FM. ADM SHARP,. CINCPA~, HAWAII. 
TO GEN WHEELER,CJCS1 WASH DC • 
INFO ZEN/NMCC • Autho~ity • .J c..s /t>-~I) - 7K ~ 

iE~ P S E C R & T EYiS EH~LYSECTION ONE OF. TWO By, :+(j 'NARS, Date'.3-cJ;-?7 

·1. I HAVE JUST TALKF.D WITH WESTY BY TELEPHONE.· HE PROVIDED· 
ME AN ASS_ESSMENrOF THE SITUATION AS OF NOW·ay SECURE .. 
TELEPHONE FOLLOW.AND FILLED IN THE COMPLETEDETAILS WHICH 
2. THE SITUATION IS STILL CONFUSED BUT IT IS APPARENTTHAT 
THE°ENEMY THEGENERALHASTAKEN ADVANTAGE·OF STATE OF RELAX· 
·ATlON.EXISTINGDURINGTET. HIS FORCES INFILTRATED INTO SAIGON 

T~ CIVILIAN CLOTHES. THEYARE MOVING THE CITY THROUGHOUT • 
~JAINST GOVERNMENT AND IN A GENERAL 10.BUILDINGS CAMPAIGN 
TERRORIZEAND KILL CIVILIANS. THEIR CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN WELL 
PLAN.NEDAND OBVIOUSLY FORMED OVER A LONG PER !OD OF J IME. 
3. TH£ EXPECTED ATTACKAGAINSTKHE SAN OR ACROSS TRE DMZ 
HAS NOT MATERIALAIZED • BUT I'f COULDCOMEMOMENTARILY AND • 
WE MUST BE RtADY FOR IT. IT IS POSSIBLETHAT THE MASSIVE • ... 

• AIR ATTACKS CONDUCTED IN I CTZ AND ALONG T.HE DMZ MAY HAVE 
THROWNHIM OFF HIS TIME TA.BL£ BUT THE THREAT OF HIS ATTACK 
STILL REMAINS. • · 
~. IN THE CAPITAL DISTRICT ONE.OF THE~~osr DRAMATic ATTACKS 
TOOKPLACE THE U.S. EMBASSY. A HOLE AGAINST. THE EN£MY'BLEW 
.IN THE WALL AND ~TTEMPTED ACROSS ATO ENTER THE COMPOUND. 

,: DETACHMENT-OFTHE: 101sr AIRBORNELANDEDON THE ROOF AND 
JOINEDMARINEGUARDSAND MPS IN.REPELLING THE ATTACK. WESTY 

• HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THE EMBASSY WHERE HE VIEWED 19 VC • 
• BODIESON THE GROUND THEEMBASSY STATESOUTSIDE BUILDING. WESTY 
•.THAT NO VO ACTUALLY ENTERED THE BUILDING. THIS CHAN.GESMANY CON• . '\ 

Ft.ICTINGREPORTSWHICHWE HAD RECEIVEDEARLIERIN THE DAY 
INDICATING THAT ENEMY TROOPS WERE ACTUALLY INSIDE. THE EMBASSY. · 

• ONE MARlNt WAS KIA, AND 4·5 ARMYMPS WERE KILLED AT THE 
EMBASSY.THEBUILDINGWASPARTIALLYDEFACEDBUTTHERE IS NO 
STRUCTURAL DAMAGE. THERE IS MINOR DAMAGE IN THE LOBBY DOWN•· 

• STAIRS BUT NOTHING THAT CANNOT BE REPAIRED. 
·: 5. THE ENEMYHAS BEEN u·NSUCCESSF'UL IN GETTI~G INro· TAN SON· 

NHUTAND A FRIENDLY BATALLIONIS NOWSWEEPINGTHE FIELD. TWO 
.ROOPSOF CAVALRY ARRIVE ISHAVE AT TSN AND ONE COMHANY 
iNGAGINGTHE ENEMY IN THE RACE TRACK AREA.• THERE rs·A BIG 
FIGHT NOW IN PROCESS THERE. ROCKETS FROM U.S. GUN SHIPS COULO 

~ .BE HEARD OVERHEAD WHILE GENERALWESTMORELANDMADE THIS 
• REPORT. HE ADVISED THAT ·rHE IMPACT WAS APPROXIMATELY1000 

YARDSAv.1AV. 



6. AN ORDNANCE "HAS BEEN PENETRATEb DEPOT IN GIA DINH PROVINCE 
'BY THE VC AND THEY ARE NOW BEING ENGAGtD BY ARVH RANGERS~A VC 
CAPTAIN HAS BEEN CAPTURED AND CLAIMS THAT 30 VC BATTALIONS ARE 
IN THE ENVIRONS OF SAIGON. ANOTHER POWSTATES THAT 21 BATTALIONS· 
ttAVE INFILTRATED THE CITY. BOTHREPORTS,,RE UNCONFIRMED BUT IT 
IS OBVIOUSTHAT INFILTRATION THAT THE ENEMY IS WIDESPREAD, CAN 

_BE EXPECTED IN ANY KIND OF UNIFORM, AND THAT HE IS WELL E~UIPPED 
ANDARMED WEAPONS. HAVE PLACE~ITH-AUTOMATIC ATTACKS TAKEN • 
AGAINSTTHE PALACE, SEVERAL THROUGHOUTOF OUR BOQS AND GENERALLY 
THE CITY. N • 

7. BIEN HOA IS CLOSEDTO JET~ BUT THEVNAFIS TAKINGOFF ON AN 
OPEN RU~WAY. TfiERE IS ROCKETFIRE NOW TAKING PLACE THERE, WITH 
A BATTALION SWEEPING HAS ATTACKED THE AREA. THE ENEMY THE-POW 
CAMPAT HIEN HOA BUT HAS NOT PENETRATED. II FIELD FORCE HEAD­
QUARTERSHAS BEEN INFILTRATED AND MORTARED WITH ONE FRIENDLY 
KIA. 199TH BRIGADE HAS BEEN IN AN INTENSt FIRE FIGHT WITH THE 
ENEMYIN A VILLAGE OF BIEN HOA. FIRST REPORTS NORTHEAST lNDICATE 
THAT UPWARDS OF 500 ENEMY KIA MIGHTBE ~NTICIPATED; BUT WESTY 
DOES NOT ATTACH Too· MUCH RELIABILITY TO THIS FIRST REPORT. OUR 
CASUALTIESHAVEBEEN LIGHT IN THE 199TH. 

£h NOTESDELIVERDURINGDUTYHOURS. 
660 
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:· 31'0918Z ZYH ZFF-1 
1 rM GEN WESTMORELAND SAIGONCOMUSMACV 

TO <JEN WHEELER CJCS WASHINGTON 
AD?1SHARP·cINCPAC HAWAII 
ZEM 

1 £ I C JC !' 'f- MAC 01449 EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
. REFi • NMCC MSG 31012"/Z 

rv crz • . 
THE SITUATION IN IV C!Z IS NOT CLEAR• BUT A SERIES OF ATTACKS 

HAVE BEEN MADE BY FIRE AND GROUND ELEMENTS AGAINST NY THO, CAI LAY,
CHAUPHU (TOWN TRUC GIANG, QUANG ·OVERRUN>. LONG, VINH LONG CITY,
VUNGLIEM, SA DEC, CAN THO, SOC TRANG, RACH·GIA AND VINH LOI. 

• THE MOST SERIOUSSITUATIONAPPEARSTO BE AT VI~H LONG AND IN CHAU 
DUC PROVINCE. ALL ENEMY ACTIONSHAVEBEEN MET BY ARVN REACTION 

f FORCES. I AM PASSING OPCON OF THE MRF TO SA IV crz TO ASSIST IN 
• OOUNTER•ATTACKS. . 

. . 

•DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ~ CS ID -io--?t! Rsf?tt . • 
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\,.(INDICATES THA; TWENT):'..:F~URAIRFIELDS HAVE 
BEEN HIT THROUGHOUTTHE COUNTRY. • 

IT IS ESTIMATEDTHAT ENEMY HAS·LOSTOVER 3,000 KIA SINCE 
2S1800H, WITH FRIENDLY KIA REPORTED AT LESS THAN 300, INCLUDINGAN 
ESTIMATED 100 U,S, KIA, . • · , • 

• ~NEMY ,SITUATION . . 
ENEMYATTACKSDURINGTHE TET HOLIDAYS REVEALAN .EMPHASIS 

ON DRAMATIC RESULTS POPULATED TO FRIENDLY IN HEAVILY AREAS AND DAMAGE 
AIR INSTALLATION. MILITARILY, THESE ARE DIVERSIONARY WHILEEFFORTS 
THE ENEMY PREPARES ATTACK IFOR HIS MAJOR IN NORTHERN crz. HIS 
TARGETING TO HINDER AIR SUPPORT. OF AIRFIELDS ARE DESIGNED FRIENDLY 
THE ENEMY ALSO HOPES FOR CONSIDERABLE IMPACTPSYCHOLOGICAL BOTH IN 
SOUTHVIETNAM AT A MINIMUt1, EXPECTSAND WORLDWIDE, HE PROBABLY 
THESE ACTIONS TO PREVENT A REPETITION OF LAST YEAR'S HEAVY LOSSES TO 
THE CHIEU HOI PROGRAM AROUNDTET. . 

.ENEMYATTACKSON 50 JANUARYWERECONFINEDPRIMARILYTO 
MR V AND NOT PART IC I PATED IN BY ENEMY UNITS IN THE COSV.N AREA OR IN 
t-l>RTHERNI CORPS. THE 31 JANUARYATTACKSWEREPRIMARILYCONCENTRATED 
IN THE COSVN AREA, WITH A FEW 0~ THE PREVIOUS DAY'S ATtACKS CONTIN• • 
UING Il~ MR V. THUS FAR, THE ENE~lY THE ATTACKS '- IUN~TS CONDUCTING HAVE 

, . ' 

/ 

40NG BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE AREA OF CONTACT ANO. IN MOST CASES THEIR 
~ANS AND PREPARATIONS ACTIONS THE POSSIBLE FOR RECENT WERE KNOWN. 
~KCEPTIONIS THt PROBABLEPRESENCEOF THE 167, 169, & 506 BNS AND 
lEPORTED·PRESENCEOF 272D VC REGIMENT IN THE ATTACKS ON TAN SON NHUT,· 
-~WEVER,-THIS REPORT UNCONFIRMEDREMAINS • 

. IN VIEW OF ENEMY. CAPABILitIES AND HIS ACTIVITIES OVER THE PAST 
~WODAYS, WE BELIEVE THAT HE CAN CONTINUE SIMILARATTACKSFOR AT 
iAST ANOTHERDAY·ORTWO. THESE ADDITIONAL ATTACKSSHOULDBE EXPECTED 
~ A PRELUDE TO MAJOR OFFENSIVEEFFO~T IN NORTHERNI crz. • 

THE ENEMY AROUNDKHE SANH, IN THE DMZ, AND AT TRI THIEN 
iILITARY REGION COULDATTACKAT ANY TIME. HOWEVER, THE~E ARE NO SIGNS 
~ PRESENT !HAT THE ENEMYWILLMOUNTAN ATTACK IN THESE AREASWITH-
:N THE NEXT 24 HOURS.ENEMYPLANS HAVE ALMOSTCERTAINLYBEEN DISRUPTED 
~ SOMEEXTENTBY FRIENDLY AIR AND ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT •IN THE AREA 

ATTEMPTS THUSFARPRODUCED• THE ENEMY HAVE NOSIGNIFICANTMILI• 
~RY RESULTS AND HAVE HEAVILY. REPORTS .COST THE ENEMY INCOMPLETE 
:NOICATETHAT THE ENEMY HAS LOST AT LEAST 3000 KILLED IN ACTION. DUE 

OF THESE ACTIONS OF ENEMY ~ THE NATURE A LARGE NUMBER HAVEALSO 
~EN CAPTURED, BUT WE HAVE NO.RELIABLEFIGURES NOW. • 

~soNOTEi DELIVER DURING DUTY ~OURS 
iSO .• 

SEOREFe 
•: • I • 

• I 



:;_ C. MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASlIINOTON 

-BECRB~ January 31, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Rostow 

Herewith Gen. Westmoreland's telephonic ~nswexs to the President's questions. 

1. Casualties to date 

From the beginning of the planned truce·at 6 P. 11., 29 January, the 
following casualties have been suffered by us or inflicted on the enemy: 

-- Friendly: 421 killed in action, including 189 U.S. 

-- Enemy: 4, 320 killed in action 
1,811 detainees, many of whom are prisoners of war 

2. Enemy capacity to sustain present campaign 

We see this as a 3-phase campaign. 

The first phase involved build-up, sporadic attack, and a well-orchestrated 
psychological warfare program against the population, 

We are now in the second phase., which is an all-out military effort 
throughout South Viet Nam., except for the two northern provinces.· The enemy 
has achieved some local successes, but the initiative is turning against them. 
However, we feel that he has the capability of continuing this phase for perhaps 
several more days at great risk to him s·elf. 

\ (K~ <;.a,.,,..) · 'T'he third phase will involve a massive attack in Quang Tri and Quang Nam 
~ The enemy is now poised for this phase \:vhich he considers his de­

c1s1ve campaign . Our air strikes have blunted his attack., but we still give him 
the capability to strike at any time with large forces supported by an abundance 
of artillery and rockets. 

3. Relationship between North Vietnamese and North Korean actions 

It would seem to us there is a relationship. 

4. Is there a military impasse in South Viet Nam? . 

We do not think the situation in South Viet Nam is at an impasse, since 
the initiative is turning in favor of the government and the allies, and the enemy 
is suffering unprecedented casualties., indeed. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 11.Sc.I- 5,gi ~ 
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5. Is the enemy holding any towns in South Viet Nam now? 

The enemy does not control any single town in South Viet Nam. 

However, he has some degree of control in several towns. Specifically, 
he now has forces in Quang Tri, Hue, Duy Xuan, Kontum City, Chau Phu 

.1 and Ben Tre 1 and scattered elements in Saigon. 

I repeat, he does not control any single town. In those areas where the 
enemy has troops, they are confronted by Vietnamese troops and fighting continues. 

6. What political and psychological problems do Ambassador Bunker and 
General Westmoreland foresee? 

It seems to Ambassador Bunker and me that initially there will be some 
adverse psychological impact on the people and the government. However, if 
the government handles the matter carefully, they can use the opportunity to

• t improve their position with the people. 
I 

President Thieu has the opportunity to exercise rare leadershipo 

The National Assembly ·has the opportunity to be more constructive. 

President Thieu has declared martial law, but this will have to be 
approved by theAssembly after 12 days in accordance with the Constitution. 
The situation should not slow down major programs for a prolonged period.

ffi wi-lL.harden _the gqyernment 1s position on negotiations with the Front. It may 
• set back-civilianization of-the governmen9 

Military success should give the Army of South Viet Nam and its 
leadership self-confidence and should encourage the acceleration of their 
improvement. 

~ 
ROBERT U. GINSBURGH 

SECRE'f 
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CONJ!lD.i!.NTIAL 
January 3 li 1968 

./ 

:MEMORANDUM TO: Secretary o:f State 
Secretary o:£ Defense 
Dir~ctor, Bureau of the Budget 

I have been giving every moment, aside from time spent ia 
meetings, to quiet thought about the crises vihich have blown up 
in the last \Veek, particularly in Viet Nam and Korea, but also 
some he:re at home. 

In general~ it appears to be the judgment of our enerr.Jes that 
we are sufficieritly weak and unce1·tain at home, su.fiiciently 
stretched in our military dispositions abxoad, and sufficiently 
anxious to· end the war in Viet :i\am so t:i.1at we are likely to 
accept, if not defeat, a.t least a degree 0£ humiliation. !tis 
some such apu::eciation that must acco"G.nt for: his seiz1:..:~e of . 
the PUEBLO; 

~ 

the attacks ac1·os s the DMZ at the 38th parallel; 
the mobilizatio::.1. of 40, 000 me:1. a,t the 17th parallel; the attacks 
on the cities and towns and airfields in South Viet Nam. 

In one way or another in the days ahead, we have to rally our 
. country so that the enemy comes to believe that we Vlill insist 

on even-handed annlication of rules of internatior..al law --. ... ... 
like the freedom of the seas -- and t:':le terms of inter-national 
agreements -- like the armistice agreements in Korea and the 
Geneva Accords of 195-4 and 1962. • 

Before proposing a course of action, we may wish to see what 
the .Rumanian brings us tomorrow; but it is my present judgn::ent 
that we should: 

. -- respond to Kosygin's letter on the PUEBLO; 
✓ J -- strengthe...~our military positions in ¥i--~t-?-.'c:~D.a~-d Korea; 

~ 1--~~ ~ ~;.;-~ ...,...,V-.... y........,,,..,_ 
t -f- go to the Congress and the co'?-ntry seeking additional 

. : support for oi.:..r p=ogra.:ns·K{tjd'grea:E'er unity in facir..g
A,;

the present crises. 

-I wouid wish you, therefore, to put the ablest men who raport to 
you at work to recommend action along these lines. Among the 
measures to be considered ar~ these: 

{y . 
- - Presidential authority to ext~n.d tours of duty., a:a-d.--w..... 

t} call up .:.nc;lividuals \vith special technical qualificat:m:s ..... 

DECLASSIFIEDfor milita1·y service; 
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an extra $100 milli?n in military aid for South Korea; 
prompt lifting of the gold ·cover; 

- - prompt pas sage of ·the tax bill; 
-- allocation of funds for the Price Stabilization Boa:.·d; 
- - freeing of exchange stabil:I zation. fund to defend the dollar; 
- - trade ara tourist legislation. 

I wish a preliminary :report at 5 :00 p. m. this afternoon., Janua:!'y 31, • 
and your final recor~rnendations tomorrow. .•i 

-

·-

.:... 

• 



( 1/:1... / (?.~~ 
Province (-IIJ ,>;z_­
I Coros • 5 pro1inc:es, 5 prcr✓.ince capitals hit - -~- -

Q.iarig Tri . Q.1ang Tri 
'lhua 'Ihi~"1 Hue 
Q.ia11g Narn Hoi 1\n 
QJ.ang Tin Tam Ky 
~~g Ngai Q..iang Ngai 

Danang city was also hit. 

II Corp~ 12 prCNinces , 8 orovin~ cani tals hit 

Konb.un Ken tum 
Ple~1.1 Pleiku 
Binh Dinh Q.tl Nhon 

l. Pb.i Yen 'I\1y Hoa 
D-:rrlac Banrrethuot -
Khanh Ho-3. N:'1aTrang 

. Nin.11 Thua11 Phan RrJ.ng 
Bi.Th, Tnuan Phan ~niet 

(Phu BQ,, Q..ta~g n.1.c, 'I\lyen D-.1c; I.am D:>ngprovince capitals not hit) 
Cam ~a11l1 .nunicipality hit, Dalat nunicip:1li:tt not lit 

/ • • • 11 . 2 • • tal h.III Coros .. provinces, provJnce cam.· s 1.t 

•Bien Ho-J. Bien Hoa 
Gia Dinh Saigon area - Gia Dinh 

(P~1uoclalg, Binh Long, Tay Ninh, Bin..11D-10:1g, Hau Nghia, long Kh2J1i.,, 
•Binh 'l\ly, Phuoc 'I\.ly, long 1:n province capitals not hit) 

Saiga1 nunicipali ty hit 

rJ Coros 16 prov.ine2s, 13 pravinC3 CZ)itals hit 

Dinh Tuong ?--~tho 
G:>Co:ig Go Cong
Kien Hre Ben Tre (True Giang)
Vinh Binh Tra Vinh (P~1u Vinh)
Vm~ .I.JJng Vinh Lo:ig

·5a ~c Sa D=c 
Kien· Pi1ong cao L~nh 
Chau D:c Chau Phu(Chau Doc)
Kien G.i.ang Rach Gi.u 
Ba.-».iycn ·Soc Trang 
Bae !4-eu. Bae Lieu {Vin., Loi) 
1'.n ~yen Ca ~b.u (Q.lan IJJng) 
Phong Din..l-t Cantho • 

(ld~1 '!\long, Chuong 'I:rlen, A, Giung prcvince capitals not hit) 



SOUT!-1 Vl.ETNAr-11 

AD/\ldl"1ISTR1-\TIVE DJVlSJQi'.JS 

DE!,IARCA TION LINEPro\'inccs \•:hose Cc' pite.1 s were attacke.d J, . 
/or harnssed on the ~,ights ~f Janu~ry --

29-30 and 30-31 are und2rlined in blue
(28 of L~4) ; •.• ~•= ... -s.•~..&:.J.~•--.,.~--- ...... ---·,.-

Autonomous rnunic i.pa lit ics at tack£d or 
~ ---·harnssed on s~m~ nights are. unc!erJ.l~P.£4 

in brmm (Saigon, Da Nc>.n~ and CN,l Ranh) --~ ,.....
t-lunicipalitie.s of ·Hue (attacked) and 
Dnlat (no enemy action) are not counted 
because they are also· the capital~ of 
Thua Thi.f;n and Tuyen Due provinces 
respectively. 

Military corps boundary 

Province boundary 

Autonomous municipo lity 

m Ranh .._ 

DAO 
PH1J QUOC 

(KIEN GIANC) 

t 
i· 

~ ~ 
l_., 

1• 

~-- CONso~, 
(Adminis!,ircJ t,,;;.-:i s~,·gotiJ 

55983 9-57 

- - ........_ 
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INFORMATION 

SEGRET 
Wedtle&day .. January 31, 1968 -- 1:00 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Yo\.t'1night wlsh to read what I_had just 
fl.n\shed dictatlng before you put :me to work on 
the Friday mcssag(?. 

1 shall drop the Kosygin draft letter; ;llthough 
yotl might wish to s~nd a letter to hlm. stmulta.neously 
with your m.estage to C-ongress. 

\V. W. Rootow 

DECLASSIFIED 
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DECLASSIFIED 

4Authority OSI) 10 :J.S-80 • 1-.Jsc. K-11/-9£> Wednesday, January 31, 1963 
SJ:CR.E'fBy J~ NABS, Date 11:45 a. m.(½:a?), K-;;.t:;-8tJ 

!v!R. PRESIDENT: 

1. I gave some quiet thought last night to our position in the !ace of 
the crises in Viet Nam and Korea; and, also, to the enemy's view of our 
position. 

2.. In general, it appears to be his judgn-1ent that we are sufficiently waak 
and uncertain at home, sufficiently stretched in our military dispositions abroad, 
and sufficiently a.,'1.xious to get the war in Viet Nam o!f our necks, so that we 
are likely to accept not defeat, but what I might call unbalanced or "double 
standard" behavior. For example: 

-- a degree of humiliation in order to get the rnen of the PUEBLO and 
the ship- b~ck; 

-- a defensive stance in the face of increasing incursions across the 
38th parallel and the attack on President Park; 

-· gross and open violations of the DMZ at the 1"/th parallel without 
our moving ground forces into North Viet Nam; 

-- increasingly overt violation of Laos and Cambodia, despite inter­
national obligations to the contrary; 

-- a formula for negotiations which promises, in effect, nothing but 
talk £or a major military act -- the end o£ the bori1bing of North Viet Nam. 

3. In one way or another in the days ahead, we have to rally our country 
so that the enemy comea to believe that we v.ill insist on a single standard 
in the application oI rules of international law and the terms o! international 
agreements. 

4. Before proposing a course of action, I believe we must wait a few 
days to see what we get out o! the Ru-a1a11ia.n (who arrives in Bucharest 
tomorrow, February 1st) and o,.1t o! the -North Koreans at Pa.o.n1unjom. 
Right now, therefore, I am not proposing a course of action. 

5. But let us asstune that the Rumanian givea us an unsatisfactory 
answer, while urging us to keep the channel cpen; and that the North Koreans 
demand so:ne kind o! phony apology based on the Captain's"conf'ession" in 
order to get our men and ship back. In the circumstances·, I believe, we 
should consider three c~raes of action which would represent not a radical 
change in our present policy, but a stiffening o! that policy. The three actions 
would be: 

L 



,. . 

-- a letter to Kosygin (I attach at Tab A a ro,1gh draft ~o gi'·.re you 
the flavor of what I have in mind); 

-- a somewhat toughened set of military moves in both Viet Nam and 
Korea, the exact characti,r of. which we would have to work ·out with 
the JCS and Defense; 

- - going to the Congress and the country on the the me of "a single 
standard'' asking for support for a limitGd group o! additional 
measures, but in. so doing signaling to the world this stiffer.Jng of 
the national spine. 

6. I! you decided to rnove down this path in the daya ahead you would.. 
I am sure, wiah to get as much of the Congressional Leadership aboard 
from the beginning aa possible -- and paasibly even groups like the Douglas 

. Committee, labor and business leaders, etc. 
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STATEMZNT OF REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES 

LIBERATION RADIO (CLANDESTINE) IN VIETNAMESE 1110 GMT 1 FEB 68 B 
;_,..:~..:...:..-;;:.---....______---·---· -- -·--· ---·---

(ST ATE ME NT BY HEADQUARTERS OF THEREVOLUTION~RY .A~,t~Ep_I_ORCE,~_)_ - • 
.. 

• 

(TEXT} ON 31 JANUARY t96g, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMEDFOaCES--Th'E COMMANDING OF VARIOUS SOUTHORGAN PATRIOTIC 
VIETNAMESEARMED THE GENERAL FORCES, WHICH IS COMMANDING OFFENSIVE 
AIMED AT TOPPLING THZ THIEU-KY PUP?ET REGIME AND RESTORING NATIONAL 
INDEPENDENCE:, PEACE,. SOVEREIGNTY,DEMOCRACY, AND HAPPINESS TO THE • 
PEOPLE--ISSUED A STATEMENT VIETNAMESE PEOPLE.ADDRESSED TO ALL 

THE F_ULLTEXT OF THESTATEMENT IS AS FOLLOWS: 

COMPATRIOTS,THEG_E;_NERALOFFENSI-Y_E_A..GAlN$T THE THIEU-KJ_CLI~_l!_E 
YOU HWVE WAITED FcfRSoLCTNGffA_S.ARR THERE°Vbi..0-TIONARY ARMED IVED. 
F5ffcrs--;-·uNSW°EFf!N{.f-·ffnt-ASPIRAT 10-f,fs--A-ND THE ANGER OF ALL VIET NAME SE 

- PEOPLE, HAVE LAUNCHED ATTACKS AGAINST OUR SWORN ENEMY. WE TELL OUR 
COMPATRIOTS THWT WE ARE DETERMINED TO TOPPLE THE REGIME OF THE 
TRAITOROUS THI£U-KY CLIQUE AND TO PUNISH AND ANNIHILATE THOSE wHO 
HAVE BEEN MASSACRING, ANDO?PRESSINS OURCOMPATRIOTS. OUR GOAL OF_ 
STRUGGLE IS TO RESTORE INDEPENDENCE, TO THE PEACE, AND SOVEREIGNTY 
NATIONt UNO TO BACK DEMOCRACY WREST AND HAPPINESS FOR THE PEOPLE. 
WE.ARE GOING TO SET UP A GOVERNMENT WHICH WILL BE ENTIRELY OURS, 
A GOVERNMENT THE FATHERLAND AND THE PEOPLE.SERVING 

TO PERMIT THZ ARMED FORCES TO FULFILL THEIR SACRED TASKS, WE 
ASK.OUR COMPATRIOTS -TO: 

t--GET IN ~ITH US CONCERNING AND PURSUIT OF THE TOUCH THE ATTACKS 
u.s.-PUP?ET FORCES. • 

. 2--HEL? US ARREST ALL TH£ U. s. -PUPPET CRUEL HENCHMEN. 

BEING THE SONS AND BROTHERS OF THE PEOPLE, THEREVOLUTIONARY ARMED 
FORCESt,1/ILL TRY THEIR BEST TO WIN VICTORY AT ANY COST FOR THE FATHERLAND 
Af\JTI PEOPLE. 

(SIGNED)' 31 JANUARY 19·ss, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMED FORCES. 

t FEB 132 lZ GKE/BK 
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SW¥ 

To : 'lhe Secretary By d-:f2 , NARS, Date 3- ~ I- 7 / 

'Ihrough: S/S MA~\ 
:t,rom : INR - 'lhcnas L. Hughes -\~Vi 

Subject: '!be COmmnist Offensive: A Situation Sunrrary 

The unprecedented Comnmist offensive against Sooth Vietnairese urban centers 

launched on J·anuary 30 has abated scmewhat, but a nurrber of to.vns are still actively 

engaged by Conmm.i.st troops or renain under the threat of cormunist attack.· A 

detailed resu.rre of Corrm.tnist actions in all Corps areas is attached. 

'lhe inter1sity of the Cormunist effort is reflected in the fact that 29 of South 

. i Vietnam's 44 provincial capita.ls, from northernrrost Quang Tri to southernrrost 

An iO.lyen, were hit by artillery or nortar fire or by grcund attack. Sixteen of these 

capitals -w-ere ~-ietrated by ~rmunist a.med forces and an a:klitional eight, Qli Nhon, 

Hue, Hai An, Kcnblm, Nha Trang, Chau Doc (Chau Phu), Ben Tre, and Dalat were at sorre 

point acb.lally under at least partial Cormunist oontrol (see nap) . Hue, Kcntum, Olau 

Doc, ~.....nTre, and Dal.at are still under sorre ·degree of Ccmrunist control. Indeed, 

Conmmist forces in Hue hold abcut one-half of the city, including the airfield an:l. 

the Citadel. 

In addition to Hue and Dalat, three of the foor other autonarous nunicipalities 

\\~.re also hit and penetrated. 'lhe attack on Danang, with which the Connunists 

initiated their offensive, involved sinultaneous actions aqainst several rnilit;uv in~tr.1 
-- --- ·------ --·- ----------

latj.ons. In 5aiqon, an estirrated Cormunist fnrcP. <'f 3 battalior.s launched ~inated 

attacks on a nurrrerof Vietnarrese and us :facilities, including the Airerican Errbassy, 

the Presidential Pc;1lace, and Tan Son Nhut airport. In Dalat, a Comrunist conpany • 

~ seized the US military billet arrl no\Ted into ~ cent.er of the city, while Cbrmunist 
GROUP3 

·ae"10li tion teams .danag:_-'d a ship in camRa"1h • 
T\1• r"I""( •- Ito,, Ru,,-.,. ,.,._..i..., notatf l.tf' lh1t"'".., .-.; R • ....,..,..., 48,..i~ 
lt1w ...,,..IN ~",~41h¥fl' P1t•fl.-e,~ •1th --ffl<JE •Iii· iShlAt:;1,00 FOREICN DISSD-1 
•4'-" ~·~· ., ,,. ......... h-v..t, 
ti ••=-,..,........'"'Ol'"'i• ....... pJ,.....,... 
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The Cormunists also attacked 19 district capitals. In Q.Jang Ngai province, three 

of the.ten district capitals-Binn S.oo, Son Tinh, and Nghia Hanh, all close to the 

pnNincial capital-~e hit on January 31 by coordinated rrortar and groorrl attacks. 

In Quang Nam prwince, tre district capital• of ruy illyen is nav oxupied by Cotmunid,t 

forces. In additioo to US installations in Saigon, Camunist forces attacked and/or 

shell.Erl other Im.jar us installations, including OlU Lai, Phu Bai., II Field Force Head­

quarters cutside Bien Hoa, arrl Marble l'-buntain and the airbase at Danang . 
•. , 

The nost intense effort was in Corps I and II where the Cotmunists cormtl.tted 

appreciable strength and fought sustained or 

tavns,as in Kantum, Hoi An, Hue, and Ban ~ 

Viet Cong conpani.es and one North Vietnarrese 

f 
l 

the defenders and to occupy one-half of the 

and penetrated Ban Ive 'Ihuot repeatedly since 

in the cl ty. In Corps I, all five provincial 

six Corps I district capitals were attacked, 

intenni.ttent e.ngagerrents to retain the 

'lhuot. In Kooblm, an e11eil!fforce-of three 

Arn¥ (NVA) battalion oontinues to press 

city. Connunist forces have attacked 

January 30, and heavy fighting is continu.i..r 

capitals were attack~ arrl penetrated; 

two of which are still un:1erCotmunist 

control. In Corps II, the Cotmunists attacked nine of the 12 province capitals, of 

which five were penetrated and four occupied by ene.i'1¥ forces; three Corps II district 

~itals were also attacked of which o-x, were tenporarily OV'errun. 

In Corps III, the Camunist effort initially was directed allTost entirely agrinst 

Saigon an:1 the im:tBdj_ate surramding area of Gia Dinh and Bien Hoa, although Cotmunist 

hardSsnent no..i seems to be spreading to district tams aroond Saig:>n. Elsevhere in 

Corps III and in Corps rv, the Connunists seei:red to have engaged pri.rrarily in harassing 

an:l hit-an:i-run actions by snaller forces. Ho...1ever, a full battalion entered the tam 
. . 

of~ '!ho, and the Connunists apparently succee:ied in isolating a US carpa.u-rl. 

O:X If'lbGnlffi~O FOREIQJ DISS&~ 
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While 13 of the 16 province capitals were attacked in Corps N, only six were 

penetrated and only two ¼-ere occupied, Chau IX>Cand Ben '£re \-mere heavy fighting 

is still going on. Although seven district capitals were attacked in Corps N, 

only one was penetrate:1 or c:ccupied. 

! 
-1 
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RESUME BY CORPS AREl\S 

I Corps 

.cuang Tri prCNince: Provincial capital of· Qlang Tri initially hit by limited 
roc:ket attacks and Comunist infiltration. en 31 Januru:y VC/NvA launched heavy 
nortar, rocket, and. groond attacks and 2 NVA battalions attacked and penetrated 
city briefly. Allied units are no.'l in control but eneI\¥ forces reported to be 
•grouped in suburbs of w-m. NvA/VC launched b-x> ~ttalion attack on 1 February, 
but attack was re?,1lsed and nost areas of city are no.'l under g:,vern.nent control. 

'Ihua Thie.n prwince: PrOV'incial capital of Hue carre under heavy mrtar, rocket, 
ani groom attack oo. 31 January. The ener1¥, ini ti.ally 'btJo corrpanies, gained 
oontrol of at least one-half the city, including the airfield an:1 the Citadel. 
M:>st allied ccnpounds were reported secure, but on 1 February NVA 6th Reginent 
was reported still in control of key sector of to.m. Phu Loe district capital 
was seized by enemy force on 1 February. Phu Bai has been undP_r occasional 
nortar and rcx:ket attack. 

Qlang Ngai province: Province capital of ~~g Ngai city and three nearby 
district capitals (Binh Sen, Son Tinh, and Nghia Hanh) all suffered heavy 
nortar and groond attacks on 31 January follCMing earlier, lighter attacks 
on OJ.ang Ngai city. While Allies have retained central, pockets of resistance 
renain thrcughoot Q..lang Ngai city. 

OJ.ang Nam province: Province capital of Hoi An carre under heavy gra.mi attack 
. oo 30 January by VC/NVA units which seized nany installations, including hospitals, 
AWN corrpamd, an:l airfield, as well as nnst of city. Ra< forces regained 
control of city, rut Hoi An continues to receive mi.nor harassrrent. District 
capitals of Dien Ban and D..ly 20..lyen have been hit by strong grcund forces and 
nortar fire, run D.ly Xuyen was occupied by eneiey force. 

OJ_ang Tin e::ovince: Province capital of Tarn Ky~ hit by heavy rrortar and 
Sitall arm;fire and by a gro.md assault by two NVA battalions whidl succeedoo 
in penetrating the city briefly before attack was ref.Ulsed. Fneey forces 
renain en aitskirts of ta-m. Chu Iai. airfield has sufferod occasional rocket 
•arrl nortar shellings . 

Danang: Enen¥forces launched coordinated srnll ams, nortar, rocket, and 
gram:! attacks 30 January against city, the airbase, a highway bridge, and 
Vietnarrese Corps an:i US rrarine HQ's in the Danang area. 'lhe enemy sircultaneo.isly 
nm:tared other installations, including the Marine air facility at "Ma_rble 
MJuntain". Allied forces regained oontrol of the city although fighting 
continues in the area and the airbase~ subject to repeated nortar arrl 
rocket attacks. NVA/VChave launched tl~ee ground attacks against key bridge. 

• I 
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II Corps 

Kantum provin~: T'ne provincial capital of Kontum city, the airfield, 
24th Special Zone and Sector HQ's, ~ nearby special forces canp have been -
hit repeatedly by NVA/vCground forces and rrortar fire sin~ early 30 January. 
As of 1 February, eneit¥ (reJ:X)rtedly 3 vc· conpanies and 1 NVA battalion) continue 
to occupy nost of city although allied forces occupy all mi.litaJ:y-.installaticns. 
Kontum airfield is closed. North of l<onb.un, Tan Canh village, base carip of 
ARVN42rrl Pegirrent, was hit arrl overrun 30 January and hit again 1 February. 
M.1ch of the village has reportedly been bumed 

Pleiku prOJince: On 30 January, after heavy rocket barrage against prc:wincial 
capitalof Pleiku city, airfield, and M:>ntagnardtraining cent.er, 500-700 
Camunists assaulted and penetrata:l ci t.y. Control na.v re-established in city 
wt skirmishing and nortar attacks oontinue aro..ioo city. Plei Djereng Special 
Farces canp suffered rocket attack on 31 January. 

Darlac province: Province capital of Ban Me Thuot hit repeatedly since 30 
January by heavy NvA/VC ground and rrortar attacks . Main targats have been 
airfield, 't-'N::vccrcpamd, Sector HQ, and ARVN 23rd Division HQ. Enemy forces 
have penetrated int:9 city several tirres. Fighting has been very heavy and 
is na-1 taking place in city itself. 

Khanh Hoa: Two NVA battalions attacked prCNince capital of Nha Trang on 
30 January and occupied Sector HQ, province HQ, nearby special forces canp, 
radio station, jail, and railway station. After ~ days of fighting, allies 
regained control, rut scattered sniping continues en fringes of tam. Air 
base ani special forces canp occasicnally nortared. Allied installations, 
~ statioos, and PF training center in Ninh Hoa, the district capital north 
of Nha Trang, have been attacked twice. Eneny briefly overran tam rot frieooly 
forces regained control. 'Cam Lam district capital was attacked oo 30 January 
wt ROKforces re-established control. 

Phu Yen prwince: ~VA elemmts launched heavy attack 30 January en prcwin.CE 
capital of 'luy Hoa and succeeded in entering city. Allied forces regained 
txmtrol relatively quickly, although sporadic fighting oontinues on rutskirts 
~ city.· 

Binh Dinh erovinoo : VC penetrated province capital of ~ Nhon arx:1seized 
radio station, railway station, and maintenance area. US airbase rrortared. 
Alliai forces have regained control althrugh sniping within and skirmishing 
arcund. city cx:ntinues. VC sapper attack on 1 February repulsed; northeast 
of city· renained insecure. Phu Cat district capital was struck 31 January 
by heavy nortar fire and ground attack. 

Ninh Thuan :;?rovince: EneilTf entered prOJince capital of Phan Rang on 30 January 
b.lt were driven cut. • 

https://prcwin.CE
https://l<onb.un
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II Corps· (contd.) 

Binh Thuan province: Province capital. of Phan 'rluet attacked 31 January 
by an estinated VC/rNA force of two battalions. Enemy attac.\ed under 
o::Ner of_nortar fire; nain tarc;et appeared to be l:-"iPDJcorrpound. Enemy 
forces penetrated the city but were repulsed. EneJl¥ nur:taring continues 
bl t city is reg-arded as secure . 

Dalat: Dalat, au tonorrous nunicipali ty and province capital of 'I\lyen Due. 
province, hit by nnrtar and snall arrrs attack on l February by VC corrpany. 
Eneny seized us military billet, market place, and other points in city. 

CamRanh: Underwater denolition teans dartaged one ship on 30 January; airfield. 
at nearby Dong Ba Tnin shelled sarre day. 

---::]:Hi 1£&411AQNO P'OftEIQ.I DISSEM 
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III .Corps 

Gia Dinh province and Saigon: Estircated three battalion vc force 31 January 
launched coord:inat.ed attack on key targets in saig:m area, including US Enbassy, 
Presidential Palace, Vietnanese Navy HQ, .. Saicpn radio station, .us billets. 
As·vc elerrents·swept through city, they struck at other buildings as well. 
Tan Son Nhut carre under heavy rrortar and groond attack and the engagerrent 
continued thrcugh 31 January. Enerey' fore:2s renain centered near Tan Son Nhut 
and the Cllolon area in An Quang pagcrla. GVN attercpts to clean up area have 
reenrebuffed. 

Bien Hoa proiince: Province capital of Bien Hoa city, including airbase and 
'. III Carps HQ,_am us II ~.,ield Force HQ and supply depot at I.Dng Binh ~ 
under heavy rrortar and groond attacks throughcut 31 January. 

Hau Nghia province: -District capital Th.le Hoa and the ARVN 25th Division 
Tactical Cperations Center received heavy nortar and gra.md attacks from 
an estimated three VC conpanies. Ol Chi, District HQ of us 25th Division, 
attacked on 1 February follCMing heavy rrortar and rocket attack en us carrp. 

Binh Ducng province: District capital of Phuoc Vinh mrtared on 1 February .. 

Tay Ninh province: VC attacks reported in province. 

~WrBB fl'!Pm/NO FOREICN DISSEJ.'1 
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IV Corps 

Dinh Tuong province: Light VC acticn reported throoghout province. Cne eneI1¥ 
battalicn entered provirce capital of ~ Tho and isolated us conpound. Q-i 

1 February My 'Iho was reported to be under continuing heavy a~. Sporadic 
light firing reported on district capitals in Cai ray and cai Be. 

Go Cong pr<Nince: Cb Cong city, province capital, was nortared on· 31 January. 

Kien Hoa province: Province capital oc Ben Tre reported tmder heavy attack 
by six VC conpanies and rockets. VC lmtered to.m but forced to outskirts 
w~e a VC reginent reportedly no.•1 lu·:-ks. On 1 February, Ben Tre reported 
one-fcurth city destroyed and under h?avy attack with situation critical. 
District capitals Ba Tri and Binh Dai also nortared. 

Vinh Binh province: Province capital of Tra Vinh reported b-x> battalion VC 
attack on 31 January. Enemy rep:>rtedly :penetrated province chief's corrpcund; 
reinf orcerrents ·were airlifted in. !-bier ate con tact continues on Ol tskirts 
of tcMn. 

Vinh Long prOV'ince: Province capital of Vinh I.mg ,nearby airfield twice 
attacked by rrortars an:1 ground action . Fighting in streets reported on 31 
January wt situation returned to nor.cal follo.-ring day. District capital of 
Vung Liem also reported under fire anl groond attack and possibly werrun. 

Sa ~ province: Provine: capital of Sa Dec reported light fighting on 31 January. 

'Kien Giang province: Province capital of Rach Gia reported 5tX>radic nortar 
ard srrall arms fire against the city und heavy fighting ootside city during 
31-January. 

Ba JO.Iyen province: Province capital of Soc Trang reported 31 January attack 
by me VC battalioo arrl light fighting in streets. Ellert¥ rrort.ared and attacked 
airfield 31 January-1 February. 

Phon~inh province: PrO\Tince capita·- of can 'Iho reported 31 January that city 
and ield under rrortar and grrund , tttack. Heavy fighting thrwghcut province. 

·Can 'Iho under control and attacker~> r, ipulsed but contact continues ootside city. 
en 1 February radio station cane urrle 1 ~ attack arrl vc still holding out in snall 
p:x::kets in city. 'l\-v'Odistrict capitaLs have received harassing fire. 

An }O.Jlla prOV'ince: PrOV'incial capitu of Q..ian IDng attacked am penetrated 
by VC orce of wxletenni.ned size. Si i uaticn nCM reported ~er oontrol. 

Kien Phong prc,./ince: Province capita 1 of Cao Lanh reported under fire and 
gra.mi attack on 31 January. Situati·Jn under control and retlll:ning to nonral 
cn f ollo.'ling day. · 

WTTPR1i'Usi..,~3· l FOREICN DISSEM 



fi\[PT~R?iLTrit;<NO FOREICN DISSEM 

J.V Corps (contd.) 

Chau l)oc province: Province capital of Chau Doc (Chau Phu) reported under . 
heavy -ground and fire attacks on 31 danuary. Arrericans reported evacu~ted 
from city. One ARVNbattalion reportedly engaging VC force in streets of city 
co 1 l:'eb,r\lary. 

Bae I~cu pr<Nince: Province capit:al of Bae Lieu reported under fire and 
ground. attack on 31 January but sib.wtim rerrained under oontrol. 
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• :Estfo1ate of Maxj.mumU.S. Capability to Reinforce 
SEA with ~nd Forces 

Time From Go-Ahead 
,.._ Deployable to Closure Da s) · 

Maneuver Within -:N:-:-o~D:;:--:i:-V-e-1·s_;;;· .'1-,D~i~v-er-·sioni;.;.o.;;;..n;.;;;.;;,~O;.;· 
Battalions (Days) . of SEA Air Litt • of SEA Air. ii.ft 

By~Air 'ij •- I 

82nd Airborne Division 9. 7 30 .S~JJ? 
) 

Pl SFaAhi • . 
·., 

( 2nd Marine Division £I. 50 .. 55.r 
-1., 5t.h Marin~ Di vision "§1 30-35 .. 
~otal Battal~ons 

. . 
~ CRAF Stage III (i. e,., rn~ximwn use c>f civil fleet)'. 
§1. Reqtiires 9 Troop Sl·Iips and. 61 Carso Ships. • 
£/ Excludes 3 battalions stationed in the Mi?diterranean and Caribbean.Y Includes l battalion in FL8.wa.ii.. •• 

--•: 
I ·----·· . • • ---· . - ....,___J . ..... , • 

Autho·ty: 
---"no i ----·;rectivc 5?00.30 

By. Cb • ·N;i.nA: 
' J~, 

D".lt"' l./~).8~~CJ 
... 4 -----

https://FL8.wa.ii


I Cf
. I J)--

.IVE IN !Hi NCRTH~RNENDO? THE COUNTRYo 

. IT l;JILL BE rfH~. Et·JE:.-='{~S ,.,Li1L~I)~ ~ •~ St\ID ~}{Z 01:::,;-FC7-~1' CO~if/Jr~:,.J~EF: 
·u.Se fORGE-S HJ SOUTH VIETNAN-, AND .. IT CGU!..D CCf·1E AT .~.NY T:'..-;c ~"' 

THE FOUR-ST~~ COMMANDER THISTOLD A CRO~)ZD NE~S CO~FiRENCE 
WOULDBE THE THIRS ?HASE OF A TER2E-PE~S: PLAN HATCHED IN HANO! 
LAST SEt=>7[.-'1S~R3'{ TH£. r\lOR1~H\iIE'"f~\;At·•lESE ~£AI)2f:S}lIP v 

•. TH~ c:.;RRENT WAV~ OF_ Ai'TACKS ON s!;IG:J~-Jj PRC\lINCIAL CA?1T;;LS :.'.\:-;) 
OTHER KE'{ CI TI I:S P.~·~DT Oi;JNS !) 't.,JHICHBEGf1:~JtiiOt~DA'( ~ J:S THE s:c:J(JD ?}-i.~.s~ 
OF H;iNOI ~ S :,}.c;S~tER STRI-\TEG-Y BY_ THE ~t··.;5:t:2Ytt?L.c.N AND. vvMARKS A CHP)!GE IN ~ 
WEST~OR:~AN~CONT~~UEDo - • 

,:}~£ :s uszr,:,2 r,::J~~l'H \1IE'i'~JAr1ESE ARi,~Y FORCES TO S?E:~.Rr.:::AD HIS 

SAIGON--ADJ ~ESTMO~ELAND C18) 
.,,,....,. 

V.!ZS-1'[·liQF~::L?\i\~[; 530 1;LLIED 'fROOPS~ 1-{~.D BE~t-1 K~LL2D => A??ROXl:fA:.'Z~'{S1;IJ 
20~ .'JF T~~2~~ .4t<2RICA~JS,) T'rtE UoS. co:~·.~<Al'JDSAID T1iERE ~JERE 555 ALLl2L; 
D~AD, INCLJDING 232 AMERICANS~ 

VESTMORELANJ D2IVE WAS A ~'30 ?OR s;GKE·.SAI) THE·cuRRENT COM~UNIST 

- tiIT \J.;s l;LL OR t,JoTrrrNs,~· EE s~.!D~ ~':--Lz:-r,~~s?UT FORTH r::s ~-~A:(!::=:rJ~:1 
E?FORT~~=~ILL BE ·vERY BADLY HURT~ iT WILL TAKE HI~ XA~Y, ~AfY 
\t-;;-~1=,r- -=--~~~7t·•.~t,r:;'t:; ~ r..~/:;, T:\}. ~,.,.(~/'~ /\O~ .. \#!.:\~''./ "".#');\! ..t}.(C.•.i..~ 
)JJ.;.~f\;:J •- v ;·,-•_,v-. -1~, nd::..J _ .. .....U.L .... nll_,r...., ··-~•• 1 ~-iu ...... ..,; ,:i 

V)I" G~\j~ hit-~ iHE CA?ABILI!Y O? co;~~1~It,1Uit~~G ?:-i~.SE Ci:'' TJ-iE,.~nIS 
.~A~.~o::_·:•~~1 ~,,;...·;, C'~\'F-=>t-.; f,ti-..~~ r-,\VC 1~-:~i:,~· T .. ;''t;·rr-~7~~r'!;' '1'n C}f.~~~•--7 ~:~ ....::- _; ~.
V:-\l •• __ ..... ,_ .... -· ... ;...,.;..,.-../-!tMw ..... ._,~\-,# .i.Jn • ....,~ .,.-.:·.--, .:,.._. "'- ....U-L'1\,.I;..... i._..., ._J .._v·_.,_,,.:,; .;._ -

ABOUT -~9'0 R~~J OLtI' OF STZr1r~:T, :"{E E~:l.s~ :10\!}El..lE2, sot~~zRESER\IZS ~1'E'1~ 7:J BE 
COt,1;\1I~fT ~J ·~ ~}E .;:iE \JA! C 1-~I i\;!3 THIS~~; 
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( .. I ASSESSTHE ~NEHY SITUATIONA~ FOLLOW~: 

. . . 
THE E~n:MYCONDUCTEDSINU1..TANF.OUSA1'TACl<S 

. AG~INSTHAJORCITIES AND AIR FACIL1TIES SOUTHOF' 
. ,-

1 THE DMZ AREADURING THE TE'f 1-tOl.lD/\YS• HIS AIM 
. . 

APPEARS TO DE TO CAUSE NOVEMENT OF FRIENDLY UNITS 

·, l.J ANJ TO DIVE:R1'AT-TENTION~'ROM WHAT 1·BELiEVE t-lILL Br; 

(:; UIS HAIi~ EFFORT, TH;.: KHE SAtrnlDMZARt:A• CER"fAINLYt 
• ' 

H£ HOPED TO SECURE AND HOLD A MA,JOR CITY AT LEAST •.: . (" 
FOR ~\•.t~lt.t• Ht SOUGHT ALSO TO OBTAlN A FAVORABLE 

·, f.: PS\'CHOl.OGJ.CALJ:F~'ECT ON ~HE SVN <AND ,PROBABLY THE • 
I • 

. C US) POPULACE, HIS AIR~"IELDATTACKS~JEREAIMED AT 

THE DESTRUCTION OF SOME PORTlO~~ OF OUR AIR CAPABIL­

c.· ITY TO PREVENT ITS \JSE AGAINST HIM t~HEN HE L/\UNCH~S 

• (.• H~S ·MAJOR EFFORT• HIS RF.SULTS WERE PYRnHIC~ SIN~E 

ENEMYBODYCOUHTFOR THE TET HOLID/\Y PERIODWILL 

C PROBABLY .EXCEED 5, ~J~. 

MEANwHILt, TH£ Em:MY REMAU:S "QUIESCENT IN THE • . . . 
KM£ SA~lH/DMZ AREA, INDICATING m:MAY BE WAITI_NG• . . . . . 

TO·ASSESSFRIENDLY TO1t;sATTACKS.FARTHERREACTION 
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_- _ SOtrrH• IT IS TOQ£ARLY TO ESTIMATETHE EFJ.'ECT • ICJ 

.,.•.:~,t '"" .,, ... , .. .,.., ,::r.~ ~::'.I\ ~ t} '} y
:i,. ,·~· f.~.••• •.-.. { jj'"~i~?11 • 
~71~, il J!.;.:.1s~~:;, -~~ ~ "1 i:#4 

E.O. 13~6, se'c.3:S 
NLJ /1'2Jt99- J-5 

3yULl(} NARA, Date 1D·lfrd0f3, 

.. . • 

. ." . 
SANITIZbD . 

https://J!.;.:.1s


. 
Y AIR ANn AR"rILLtRY H/\S 11AD ON TlH~ ENEMY. 

, 

. ..,.... 

. .. •. , ·~.: .• : ~nuENDL . . . 
Cf.RTAINJ.. Y THE AIR ATTACl< ~N Hl.S MA,JOR HOS LO~/\TEJ> 

WESTor TKE DMZ ENEMY FORDISRUPTED CONTROL 

•..: · '- PROBABLY SEVERAL DAYS. _,.-~.-- . . . . . .
• I~ THE J<_HESANHIDMZ AREA> THE c:NEMY 15 CAPABLE 

,. ( 
t 

,
• C. 

. OF A'(TI\CkING AT AN~ TU1r:. 
(012951 
UlbH11>25Yrs 
[CJ • 

( 50l&lH DIVISIONS AR}: HANEU'lERINC THF;IR RY.:GUtENTS 

CWSER 1·0 THE l<\\E S/\NH AND AF'PtAlt TO DE READYTO COl1-

t. NENCEDAT'tLE• .TME 320TH DIVISION t~ITH TWOREGI-

lCJ •! (."':: FIRF;,FHOBADLY Il~ SUPPORT Of" Tin~ 323TH. THOUGH NOT 

1'"lLLYCOMBAT EFl-'EC'flVE, THE 803RD REGINi:NT, !N 
p 

0 COORDlNA1'ION~JITH THE 270TH INDT~P,:NDENTREGIMENT'i 
: C CONTINUE TO POSE I\ THREAT 1N TlH: CON THIEN AREA, 

PROBABLY·As A DIVERSJ.O~tTO t·HE l<HE SANH E}..Fon1·. 

C IN SUMMARY,THEE~itMY IS C/\PABLEor··ATTACKING 

C I~ THE ~HE s~~HIDMZ AREA AT AMY TIME vlITH u~> TO 

FOUR,l>I'iISIONS, THOUGH FRIEtlDLY AIR ANP ARTILLtRY 

( O?ERATIONS HIM DIFFICULTIES, Ant CAUSING I BELIEVE 

(: THAT THE ENEMY \ULL CO~lMEW!! HIS MAJOR OFFEt~SlVE 

IN TH£ NEAR FUTUR~•AT THIS TIME INDICATIONS 

(" POINT TO l:HE SANH COMBAT DASE AS HIS PRll'lARY 

.. 'OBJECTIVE, 
! • 

ED129513AlbH11>25Yrs 

}_,f.<. ••"(CJ •I• 

.. : . . ... • . .~ . 
.•• •. 
-~:-~ 

' : 

;:~t=i. 

. r·· -.~r.ITTs, AND POSSIBLY ALL THntJ;, IS DEPLOYED JUST 
. . 

t~OR'tllor C/\MP CARROU ..,. . 

.; 
ED12951 
3AlbH11>25Yrs• • 



7o-: Nlc'.~c CAPf~~ry 
0 01001:SZ z°YH ZFF-3 

HELMm• • ,·11 GEN W.ESi'MO . -;;)eoti? : ~ "L . /(GAIPN li"Y . : . 
TO GEN·WHEELER, CJCS 0CJC$ · .·. . 

·' • t 
t • 

' ADMSHARP, CINCPAC 

Al13 BUN J<EH, • AMEf.181 SAIGON . • DECLASSIFIED 

Authority OSO• letter NOV 2 2·1978 

By i:.f.,NARS,Date /vii-? 'j 
ii .'t./:;-PJY) E .s1 . 

(:. • AT ~~lf5 HOURS, GENERAL_ NHEELF.H CM .. Ll!:D ME ON ''l'HE SECUHE TELEPH~NF: 

. AND JJIHtC'fED l'HA'r I CALL tviR nosTo't1 AT THE (mI1'E HOUSE AND PROVIDE1 

. . ,., 
C ANS\~ERSON BEU(\LF OF .AMBASSADOf{ BUN}{ER /\ND MYSELF 1'0 SIX QUESTIONS• 

~~~~~T . 

C AT_ 06-50 HOURS, i CONTAC1'E))ON THE S ECUHE TELEPH011E GENER!1L 

&INsni:nc. THE '}'OLLOt11ING lS •A 'fHANSCf<lP'f OF MY OlH\L REPORT· 

(i_: • GENERAL \Hr~S"fMORELA\'lD THIS IS SPEM~lNGc 

I WAS INSTRUCTED OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF SThFF BY THE CHAIRMAN 
( '; . . , . "' . 

TOCALlTHE WHITE HOUSEAND ASK FOR MR• ROSTOW• 

C SIX QUESTIONS, BEEN POSED• I THESEAS I HAVE ~ILL READ 

r·. ltffEH'PRET THEM AND vJILL GIVE YOU OUR ANSWERS• I_ AM .SPEAKING FOR 
. . 

AMBASSADORBUNKER.ANDM~StLF--I HAVt COVERED WITH~AM~ASSADOR 

t ·BUNKER·ALL 'l'rESE MATTERS .ot~ 'IHE TELEPHONE, 

,- . . QU,ESTIO~NUMBER1: ounESTIMATE OJ." FRI~NDLY AN~ ENEMY 

•. -CASUALT Ir:s. .,..
• • ,:rAM es 
• ANS~lER: F~OM THE BEGINNING OF THE 1'RUCE PERIOD--t~n HOltRS, 

n 2S JANUAHY-~THE l-'OLLOWING CAS_U~LTIES HAVE BEEN SUF'FERED BY. US 

OR INFLI<!TED ON THE ENEMY IN ACCORDANCEWI1~H OUR BEST ESTIMATES•. 
: ! XIA, F~H~NDL Y, 421 t ~JHICH INCLU_DES RLD, Atrn189 us, 3 FREE . t~~o 

•. . 
,:_.·. ~.EMAIND.ER--229 

UUH3ERor tJHOM ARE PRISQliiERS OF WAR• 

..-VIETNAMESE, ENEMYZi32~~fi{1~~fJ~1 DETA~N~ES, _A 



... . . 

QUES,,flON 1,mMmrn 2: HOH LONG DO \4¥: ES'f H1ATE THE PRESENT... 

CAMPAIGNWILL CONTINUE? 

ANSWER: ~1E S};E TPIS AS A THRr:E-Pl·lASE CAl1?AlGN• THE FIRST 

INVOLVED PREPARATION,DUll.D-Uh SPORf\rJICAT'fACl<S,Mm A HELL-
• " • . . . , • • . . • ii 

OB; HESTRI-\.TED· v!E AnE ~lOW IN PHASE,?SY ~Mn PROGRAM• THE SF~COND . .. . . 
J l~!llCH lS AN /\1..L-0UTMILITAHYF.FF0R1' IN sotrrH VIETNAM,EXCEr1·1HG 

'CME T\qO NORTHF:HN r:s. THE EHEMY HAS ACHElVED SOME LOCAL .Pl10VINC. . 

succr:ssEs,. BUpfTlU:H·EIS . .. 
ISEVinEi~cr THA'r Tl~E IN!TIAT.IVE TURNING . 

. 
•• • (\.GAIHS"t HIM• HOWEVER, ~)E FEBL HE HAS THl~ CAPABILITY OF CONTINUING 

. .. . 

TI-tlS PHASE I•'0R PEP.HAPS SEVERAL MORE D/\YS, AT GREATfHSlt TO
'· • 

HIMSEJ.,r. TJJ,t 'rHIRD PHASE INVOLVES A MASSIVl!: AT'f/\CK IN 

t1.UANG.TR I • ENEMYIS NON POlSEl) }"OR THIS AND •fHIEN PROV!NCJ:~S tHE 
.. 

PHASE,·\,1HJ.CP,HE CONSlllEHS HIS l>ECIS IVE CAM?AICa~• OUR AlH STRIJ<ES:f. 
' . 

f1AY HAVEBLUNTED THI.S AT'fACl<,Dll'r \·IE STILL Gl'VE HIM 'l'HE CAPABILITY 
•. r···· 
: • .J. TO .S'tHIP,E AT ANY lHlE WI~'H LARGE FOIWES SUPPORTEll BY AN 

ABUNDANCE AND ROCKETS• OF ARTILLERY 
() 

QUESTION NUMBER31 DO UE HELIF:VE THERE IS A REJ.ATIONSHIP BETWEEtl . . . 
(·. /\CTlVI1' IES !N SOUTHvn.:rN.AM AND THOSF.: IN KOREA? 

. ANSWER:·11WOULDSEEMTO US THAT THERE IS A RELATIONSHIP• : (' 
• • I f • • . 

• OUESTIQN NUMBER 4: THE FRENCH PRESS ALLEGED 1'HAT T}{ERE 
.,., 
..... 1S AN. IMPASS IN SOU"£HVIETNAN• WHAT IS OUR COMMENT? 

ANSWER:WE PO NOT-CONSIDER AN IMPASS, THE SITUATION . • . 
SINCE THE ±NITIATIVE IS TURNI~G.IN THE FAVOR OF THE GOVERNMENT 

... 
A~D·HERALLIESANDTHE ENEMY IS SUFFERINGUNPRECEDENTEDCASUALTIES• 

QUESTION tlUMBEH 5: IS THE ENEMYH0LDI~G ANY T0l~NS IN SOU"fH 

VlE"iNAM? 

ANSWEn: IN SOUTH 

.. . . 

: . , .' .... . :. . . . -- . ... : .•. 

https://vn.:rN.AM


. . 

., : \ 
\IIETMAH, HOWEVER, HE HAS SOME DEGREE OF CON'fROL IN SEVERAL 

"£0\,JNS, SPl~C!FJ.CALLY,HE HI\S FORCF~S!.N OtJl\NG TRI, HUE·, 

• J)UYXU/lN1J<ONTUMC!:TY, CHAU PHU /\ND BEN THE1 HE HAS SCA'f'TEHED 

. ~· ~LEM~NTS .l~ SAIGON• REPEA'r, m~ DOES NO'f CONTROL ANY 
. . . 

,. \ : SINGLE 11 0\1JN• lN THOSE TO\•JNS ttiHER}~ HE HAS ~ROOPS, THlrY Arn-: • 

CONtJWNT}.~DBY VIETNAHESr.: 'fROOPS /\ND FIGHTING .IS CONTINUOUS• 

-O.Ul~S'"£IONNUMmm6: t1JHATPOLITI_CAl.,PROBLEMS DOH}~ ANTICIPATF;C 
AS A RESULT OF THIS ENEl'fYAC"f JVI'!'Y? ~JILL I1' HAVE A PSYCHOLOGICAL 

- • ( 
IMPAC'i' ON TH.E PEOPLr~AND.AFFECT THE STABILITY OF GOVERNMENT? 

ANSt~ER! IT SEEMS TO us 'fH/\T INI1"l:AJ..LY 'fHEHE t•.}lLl. BE som:(.-_ . . . 

PSYCHOLOGICAJ.,IMPAC'l' ON THE PEOPLl~ AND THE GOVEflNMEWf• HOWEVER, 
• I 

lF THE GOVERNtn:NTHANDI..T~S'l'HE MA1"'fER CAHEFULI..Y, THEY CAN SE17..E AN 
• 4 

. ( CPPOlr1'UrH1'Y'fO STRENGrHEN THr;IR POS J.TION WITH 'l'HE PEOPLE· 
. . . . . 

-PRESIDENT THIEU HAS ,,HE OPPORTU1H1'Y1'0 EXRCISE REAL LEADER-.( 

• ; C· ·SHIP· THE NATIONAL /\SSEl1BLYHI\S nn: O'?PORTllNI'fY TO BE. MORECON-

I ('""• STRU~JIVE• THE PRESIDENT HAS DECLARED MARTIAL LAt·1,BUT THIS 

,. 
~ 

• W~LL TO BE AP~ROVED 
~ 

AFTER 12 pAYS, IN HAVE BY THE ASSEMBLY 

_j c·.- AcconnANCE 1nr c0Ns11ru1·10N, THE s1ruAT1o;J snouLu ·Nor sLow w1r1-1 

C, D0~1N.F~R ~ PROLONGEDPERIOD MAJOR PROGRAMS• IT MAY WELL HARDEi~ 

THE coVERNMENT'S Posn'H)N ·oN NEGOTIATIONS tHTH THE FRONT. IT 

_C:•NAY TF:ND TO SET BACK CIVILIAN! ZA"rION OF THE GOVERNMENT• 

C MILrtAftY SUCCESSESSHOULDGl\'E 'l'HE ARVN AND ITS LEADERSHi? SEL~·­

CONFll)!NCE AND ENCOURAGE1·BE ACCEI.ERATIONOF THE!~ IMPROVEMENT• 

END ·oF STATEMENT• 

..... 

,. . 
. l . 

.. 

.,......., . . .. . . . •. . ...... ... . .. .-



·CJCS 

~OP OECRBo/ 7 - EYES ONLY - JCS. Feb 68. 

(DELIVER DURING lvl'.KING HOURS TO ADDRESSEES ONLY} 

1. There is a considerable amount of discussion 

around town about the Khe Sanh situation to include the 

inevitable conparisons with Dicin Bien Phu. One question 

raised recently in this connection (and I believe it 

received some consideration at the time of the Dien Bien 

Phu siege) is whether tactical nuclear weapons should 

be used if the situation in Khe Sanh should become that 

desperate. I consider such an eventuality unlikely. 

Nevert~1eless, I would appreciate your views as to whether 

there are targets in the area which lend themselves to 

nuclear strikes, whether some contingenci nuclear plan~ 

ning ,:-,ould be in ord'er, and wha.t you would consider to 

~o b8 some of the more significant pros and cons of using 



mriny of my other ·requests to you lately --.early next week 
. ,, 

should -suffice. Whil~ I ~now you will have to put a 

Ifew 6£ you~ btight planners ori this, I would·ca~tion you 

to hold this subject very closely. Warm regards . 

. . 



nu JOINT STAFF 

By 

/ ('"'•' 
---...:COF'RAl1I ~--~ 

THE JOINT CHIEFS Of STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

DECLASSIFIED 
f\ lE.O. 12958, S c. 3.6 

NL.I q lf-;;). 

~ , NARA Date /Ch:)tf .. , 'i 

MEMORANDUM JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF FOR THE CHAIRMAN, 

Subject: Movement of Certain Controlled Fragmentation 
Munitions (COFRAM) into Southeast Asia {s) 

1. {U) It is requested that all holders of this paper
take extraordinary security precautions in its handling, 
limiting access to those who must know the contents in 
order to execute their official duties. 

2. MThe supply objective for the COFRAMitems 
currently planned for employment in Southeast Asia provides 
operating and safety levels and a pipeline sufficient for 
conduct of a 120-day evaluation and to support continued 
subsequent use for purposes and at rates to be determined 
based upon analysis of the initial evaluation. Monthly 
quantities available COMUSMACVto follow: 

a. Ground Munitions 

• 105mm Cartridge (M444, M444El) 32,000 
155mm Projectile (M449) 9,900 

. 8'' Projectile (M404) 1,400 
40mm Cartridge (r.1386, M397, M441) 105,000 

• Hand Grenade (M33, M33Al) 56,000 

b. Air Delivered Munitions 

CBU-1 830 
CBU-7 (when available)_ 500 

3. ~ The basis for calculating the objective 1s a com­
bination of several supply factors; required supply rates to 
support planned employment and, protection of stockpiles in 
and earmarked for EUCOM and Korea. hadCOi,IUSMACV proposed 
required supply rates based on the use of COFRAMby US forces 
throughout the theater of operations. As a consequence of 

-SECRET GOFRAM 

AU!'HORITYFOR ACCESS TO COFRAI..: 

• l 
I 



.,gEORET OOF'RAM 

employment limitations to specific geographical areas and 
protection of previously mentioned stocks, a lesser quantity 
than was requested has been authorized. _The monthly quantity
will support the initial 120-day combat evaluation plus con­
sumption at the same r1ate for at least 20 months thereafter. 

4.j.&t'Upon receipt of·the approval for employment of 
COFRANmunitions, the Military Services Ammunition Alloca-. 
tion Board provided CINCPAC the quantity and type of munitions 
allocated, by geographical location of assets within the 
CINCPAC area, and by month for the 120-day evaluation period. 
CINCPAC was requested to provide suballocations between the 
Marine Corps and Army users. CINCPAC passed action on the 
suballocation to who provided suballocationCOMUSMACV the 
advice for the Marine Corps and Army for each of the four 
30-day increments~ 

Upon receipt of allocationCOI',TUSMACV CINCPAC passed 
shipment action to CINCPACFLT for the Marine Corps movement, 
and to CINCUSARPACfor the Army movement. Both CI}JCPACFLT 
and CINCUSARPACtook action to move in-theater assets as 
made available by the Military Services_ Ar.m1unition Allocation 
Board and passed action to the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
and the US Army Am.i~unition Procurement and Supply Agency 
respectively for the movement of those assets required from 
the CONUS. 

_ By these actions all items reQulred for the_fi~t 
30-day neriod were under .. yaquan ~ 1S5B,andn:o_y_er.1en~.J?Y-.-...?.?. 
maD:Y 9fJ~_e a.rJ ie;..~~~eu.t._~,«- .9.D~w~D-~ ~£L.~,n._n~~J,n~~~~·~-~.~--- ,c,g_rg~~ .. 
On 27 January 1968, both the Commandant of the Marine Corps
and CINCUSARPACtook action to initiate movements of the 
second monthly increment. The Commandant of the Marine Corps
took cognizance of the total 120-day evaluation period, ,-1hile 
the CINCUSARPACaction was by a 30-day increment with addi­
tional increments to follow. 

The current reporting system of the Joint Chiefs of 
Starr established for this movement will nrovide- advlce of 
in-country arrivals and later use as these events occur. 
Approximately one-fo 1.1rth of :th~-111-.r!De 9orp~ ___init~.::5!.?-Y 
gound rnunj/~_:/:r.Qr~.,.ll~~0:~t~..l~,--.n.o}t~?Qn~tl3;~,---~-E.s>..Y-P.£-,...l!},,,~he 
RepuoJ.ic,__Q1',..v~~~tQ~.-?...~~i!~-~~-~ A~i_J)~rtior,i_J- ..~nr..2__~.s~.
It is anticipated that the 27JanuaryL9o8' reports will 
include Amy arrivals. COMUSivLI\CV requested the IIIhad MAF 
(Marine Corps) be provided the initial priority for delivery 
of these munitions. 

SEGRE'!' COFR:fu~ 

Au"THORITYFOR ACCESS TO COFRAMINFORHATIONREQUIRED 
2 COFPAM_;_1. - - ~ '! .. -· ,: • 



SECRE':P COFRAVI 

5. ~ The Air Force initi9-te5L_~slli-?J-21Lg,3_J.~D.1-!~t~ 1968.·per 
CINCPACAFmess~rlforce Base ~~Q_Q__BU~+~ 
to tbe ...... use against CINCPKzyRe-o!JRl.ic__o.t.__.YJJ;_t_n,e-m_f_Q.F-~_t:i;i,_.~Kf.>.r~e
MA.CVallocation of 591 to the Air Force··. Remaining assets on 
Clark Air Force Base, 1,064, will support this allocation for 
approximately an additional two months. Immediate action is 
planned to ship Air Force CONUS assets sufficient to provide 
a 45-day in-country stock level and support the expenditure
allocation. 

The CBU-7 is a new production item and has not been 
certified for use. All action on this munition has reflected 
"shipment to be made when available. 11 The first shipments 
are expected in early February 1968. 

6. {U) The foregoing actions will provide a smooth and 
orderly movement in-country of the quantities required by 
each force. 

8ECRE'f COFRAM 

AUTHORITYFOR ACCESS TO COFRAN INFORMATION REQUIRED 
3 
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1 ' 
c· FM ADM SHARP, CINCPAC HAWAII. 

TO GEN WHEELER,. CJCS WASHINGTONDC 

It~O GEN WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV VIETNAM 

ZD1 

TOPS i CR ET EYES ONLY RESTRICTEDDAT~ 

c FRACTU~E J AH CU.) 

A• JCS 01154/3115262 FEB 63. c·. 
1. IN LINE WITHYOUR OWNTHOUGHTS,WESTY AND I 

• \· EXCHAHGEDt/ID•!S SEVERAL DAYS AGOON THE NEEDFOR 

SOME VERY CLOSELY HELD PLANNINGFOR EMPLOYMENT OF 
:( 

TACTICALNUCLEAR WEA?ONs·SHOULD THE SITUATION AROUND 

~.. c· KHE SAHrt WARRANTAND SHOULD THE HIGHEST NATIONAL 
i . 

AUHORITY DIRECT THEIR USE. WHILE AGREEING THAT ITr 
\. 

IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY T:tAT KHE SANH WOULD BECOME 
..... 

(. SUFFICIENTLY DESPERATE TO CALL FOR THE USE OF TAC NUCS, 

WE FELT THAT MILITARY PRUDENCE ALONE REQUIRES THAT • 
t 

WE DO SOME DETAILED ~LANNING REGARDING UNITS TO BE 

( ;MPLOYED, DELIVERY VEHICLES, WEAPON AVAILABILITY, 

PREF ERRED r.,JEA?ONSBY TYPE AND YI~LD, CONSTRAINTS, 

PREFERRED DELIVERY MEANS, TACTICS AND OTHER OPERA-

., TIONAL DETAILS• .,.. 
. . 

2. CONSI DERING THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS MATTER, WE ARE 
• 

ACCOMPLISHiNG THE PLANtlING UNDC:R THE STRICTEST SECURITY 

IN OKINA~A WITH~ SPECIAL PLANNING TEAM-HEADED BY A 
·} 

J CINCPACPLANNER AND CONSISTING OF REPP.ES:C:N"i'ATIVESFROM 

CCT1USMACv, CINC?ACAF, CINC ?ACF LT, CINCUS ARPAC AND CG FMFPAC• 



- . 
• 

TO S1MPLifY REFERENCETO THE HIGHLY CLASSIFIED PROJECT, 

THE UNCLASSIFIED NICKNAME OF FRACTURE JAW HAS BEEN ASSIGNED• 
f_ 

·--- ••• -1"HE PLANNING CURRENTLY IS }JELL ui~DERWAY• 
. . 

'· 3. BEARING IN MIND THE VERY REMOTE POSSIBLITY THAT CINC?AC 

•• ~1~1T AE CALLED UPON ~OR TA~TICAL NUCLEARSUPPORT OF BELEA-
(_.. . . . .. 

GUERED F'ORCES DURING THEVERY rIME THAT THE PLANNINGGROUP 

... ( WAS E~GAGED IN ifS WORK,I FORWARDEDTO WESTY ON 29 JANUARY 

A MESSAGE DESCRIBING STEP BY STEP THE .PROCEDURES FOR REQUEST­
·(. 

ING 1·HE SELECTIVE RELEASE OF NUCLEAR vJEAPONS. HE HOLDS THE 

__ ·(~NECESSARY ANDAUTHENTICATORSAND THE PURPOSE OF MYDOCUMENTS 

.,,. . MESSAGE WAS TO GIVE HIM A SIMPLIFIED REMINDER. FOR HIS·USE• 
(,_ .·\ C ., 
( : ADDITIONALLY, MY MESSAGE INFORMS HIMOF THE TYPE AND LOCATION 
"-" 

<:OF TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS AVAILABLE ANDBEST SUITED FOR 

Tffi:PURPOSE. AIR DELIVERED TACTICALNUCLEARtaJEAPONSPRQ;;IDE 
, 
·-...;..• 

THE IMMEDIATE CAPABILITY• SUITABLE WEAPONS ARE AVAILABLE 

C 

C· 

(.. 4. THE FOREGOI~1G IS TO GIVE YOUR A QUICK SKETCH OF OUR TAC 

NUC PLANNING AND TO LET YOU KNOWTHAT I BELIEVE WE ARE 
(· 

PREPARED FOR THIS EVENTUALITY, UNLIK~LY AS IT MIGHTBE• 

• ( U?O~COMPLETION OF THE PLANNING NOW INUNDERWAYOKINAHA, 
.,. 

OU~ PLANS AND PREPAR~TIONS WILL BE. REF!NED. 

5. ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS AS TO tin-I.ETHERTHEREARE 

• • / • TARGETSIN THE· KHE SANH AREA AND TnE PROS AND CONS OF USING 

TAC NUCS ·IN SUCH A CONTINGENCY BE PROVIDEDWILL SUBSEQUENTLY• 

6. THIS tNTIRE SUBJECT HAS BEEN VERY CLOSELY HELD IN MY • J 

11"'."IIi-:~ ~,. ,r,:. r-'::J .--::-,. ~-·';\ .-~.:~:-• 
'{ ~~ ; , •• i.;, '-• ,·I .:iJ .,, :1 1 I 

~ • ·1 ,., .•. "~' •• i; 

1 ~~ ~~-u~ \r.::. iJ 



C 

STAFF AND I HAVE CAUTIONED EACH COMMANDERCONCERNED TO HOLD 

STAFF OFFICERS ON THE STRICTEST NEED TO KNOW BASIS. 

( . vJARM REGARDS. 

"
•j. 
. 

I • .• •. 

( 

./ c· 

( •... 

1 • 

.,. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

- SENSITIVE 
Friday, February 2, 1968 -- 10:10 a. m.LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

Mr. President: 

General Westmoreland has given authority to subordinate commanders 
to use COFRAM. 

He expects 
time from now 

We are no

Heretofore, 

Captured 
from now. 

it may be 
on), in the 

w hearing 

this has 

prisoners 

used tonight, Southvietnamese 
Khe Sanh area. 

clear voice transmissions in 

been an indication of imminent 

say the attack begins on February 
"", 

the 

time 

Khe 

attack. 

3 --

(i.e., 

Sanh 

one 

any 

area. 

hour 

/»~ostow 

ARA. Date LO,- -

SFSPST fENSITIVE 



I 
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TNFORMA TION 

THE WHITE HOUSE ~ j
WASHINGTON 

., -! 

• Friday, Feb. 2, 1968 
6:45 p. m. n 

r/--·. ~ \ 

l~~Mr. President: 

I hate to ask you to read a whole 
document; but this gives, better than 
anything I have seen, the flavor of this 
operation from the point of view of 
the enemy. 

JA.tow 

....,GONFIDf3H'i1iAL a'ttachment 
\ ' 

j 

I 
1 
1 



Sl1N!T!ZED 
AuthorHy.Ct/1 /:2- .:Jl--'?P ~~., 

l<'eb. 2, 1968 
By~ NM\~,Date </- (·- 19 ----··· ,_ ·- .•.~rFHJlnl'l. I; j' 

J 

Copy of intelligence report TDCS 314-01890-68 (advance) 

Subject: Viet Cong Prisoner's Account of Preparations for Attack on 
Chau .Doc City 

Source: I 
D. 

1. _!,l_:'c;,!_:'_,;,._,:'3_ m:>:Y .1??..::.1.Y.ing I ~ndis<>:ti°'." s th":!. squrc:'? °.;?-
• L h" 'h 1 1 :i • L" • t . • • Jl • •.::~.S~~-e-~:pg;ni..~-~\"\:_l ~~~ :-1e_:_~2a_:~. lc(l_~ _l_l?:.:~:_rt•=?g2. ~ Cl?~::..Y. .._ u,\l.~~I].g. t_l':?±\;., ep-~ ... ;, :::~ ~-qn:.c.~x.1-11.ng 

~l~~~-~..:.~;]._y:olvfo.g".hin:1-p01---so~1a1ly. He claimed th2.t when he. \Vas captured he was 
acting in the capacity of rear services support for Viet Cong troops. However, 
onh .. t~:>·out::2"Qc}~\!~~t-C~·n·;-_actu2 11•· -:;,•,,-, 5.::-1,;,~,0.d tn h,•\-~ ~'." ~--:."l•ed fho cit-;:-.--0£

-;:1 ....... -~: .. -....• .• • .. ......... o ...... : ·--·-,--: ......,__ .. ,,.._._ ........ -.,~ .... - __ ,...,.,___ .....~ ...:.- ....... I· · 

G.t?:.\t .. P.Qc:as.ti-.!.e··1nu1ti . ..:.battaiion -'/i~t-Cong attack 'Has· -rep1.2lsed befoi-.e-.th_~y"> 
~..:~.<?~-t~~l_~.!l1:~--;... city ..wAlso, he was captured behind a movie theater in Chau.. r~~-· 

Doc City on 31 January, and it is felt that he may h2.ve been reconnoitering 
the city prior to the arrival of the Viet Cong b2.tt2.lions. \ 

\ 
2. said that hq fi:i:s1··.hec·arr1e··.~a·.:.v'a1~·e··~"c,fTet:·-m,il~,!-~-~-~YPpe_r,ation:s···bi: 5 __ _th~ .. ... 

l!1~-.,~Y~.e.t:CQ;rg:.:a1?.,ouL.h't1o~·"vee1fs. .. to :the ._o-p.:_._Ch~~-\!~l.29_r;_.(;Uy~J1.:I1~lli.i·.r.-;,... prioi a:s s 21.1.!t __ 
i ti;:~~gJ.1J..,,gf:_~g..::JkJ.s!l.\l?-}:y~~ At that time, \ Chin_ Tanc, chief of..f security for Viet Cong An Giang province (Government of Vietnam Chau Doc 

and An Giang provinces and Ha Tien district of Kien Giang province) attended 
an indoctrination briefing in the Viet Cong redou::>t on Nui Dai mountain. ~Thi."sl~ 

~)?-~i~JJ.~~~-.i~;!}E.,g.J9.~,.!P.!.,~~--st~:Y::=;.~!r.t_l~. ;,S,°es-.::i.o::i._s·~-~_hQµ,:t'~ -~a_~!:-.~-~.x-~·.;:~o};.~..:;.9!.}.~~ 
principal indoctrinators was B2.y Tha, a member of the provincial commit_tee .. 
Chin Tanc gave\ a general account of these briefings shortly after his 
return. In general the _1?:-J~~~!l.g~•-!~vi~.w~~ er..tire_ Vic_tna_I:1.~S.~ :situ2.ti?1:1 1.-4-~... .the __ 
!h~.-.~Y.?E!.~1?.~1~.:_!!:9:L;9 ~-.c ·o £ • f°o r.-':! Viet ~?-n-i~;.-nA,· .._ ap._ ... µ $., -_-the. b al~ ~ice -~·~ \\·i ~ hi n •.!c{ °fitti.i":ie 
·pJans. -~t.?:-tt.~.-~l~:.. c~_?a.t.e.:condi tic.:1s ,11.ich-1.vould ·b:·ir:; the u. s ... ·Gover:t~Tl"l.~nt~q __ ~.... 

-t.t<?..negoti.2-.t,~ _i_1;1:;p:.-dc-r.· to.:! 1pr.ciceed.to· II The briefings also touched on the.. pec,1.;ce-. 
. point that the attacks being carried out by the Viet Cong during Tet are a 
departure from previous operational practice of the Viet Cong. 
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t"n,, ....·2r.:; 0 ·:i11H :\--:;~ ~ ~f .·ti db' ··-ro:i'' 1,r c..,\·e II n1 ;::.d·1·c1 • l -· ·Fr--1, ,:".>, ~ ;,-r.:s-:th&."t·::t~-\~/--o.{th'e'~/.\ 
p~;~~i{~:i1~~1~t~-~~u~;e ~ ~ith-;~g~ h6pecl\h~t ·th~~)~·\VP~ld~;p;ct;d ~> ·mo-~~,.~?;~e~-1· 

·"'··s rc·el U • .• ••• ••• ·.·:\ . al·.: , .. .~:l~--·· ~-. . 

\ officer in Chau Doc province stated that if it had not been for the presence 
of the gunship 11Spooky 11 and U. S. Navy PBR boats, the city would have indeed 
fallen. ) ~~ere w~~ _:2~.:.f_?.!:!!i~ge.n..cypl(;.n foi· \~.·it1.d_:·a,:-.~ai or·_1~et1:eat_ ·:t?:.:cai.ts~e. 
~l even tl:~. p\)?·.~?-?.iFt.Y.:9f. ·dofo-at-had ·b~en· n1·e11tion_e·~fh~. ???!·al~. o!~_the troop's 

r~,vould""lii\r~ ·bc~n s_hatt~~·~_g_and the· operation ·v,rould probably ·not lla~i'e· taken:~ 
.;.. . . .....-.·-·..... . - . . . . . ... - ··-- . . - " :, 

,•!"·place·~ • A,s :t ,gc;,_~->~n un1:nown. number o_fthe t1·oops. -f.lc_d_~~vith-th.?. fir st:.· ...'7... 
>•"'•• .:. •• .. .:M • .s. -----••...... ••--•.. ... .. ' ••· .... ,0 0 0 ,,..;: •• .._. .: ••••••• •.-: ... ~:.!.... ~~.;.,:, ..._ .. 0 -• ,.,. ....... •- • .----·•· ... 

..""···contact. ~v~~?-.9.~.!9.1!-4~~g.f..o.rc.e.s •. :.. . 
:.ti'~:.;.-;;':,_~ .• ~,; ....fl. .............. -•-~-·· 

4. claims that he was assigned to the 512th and 510th battalions 
under the command of Major Nam Xuong. Tr:_::__.9.:,je·cth-_e·3?{·t\uf:.9pel.~a-ti6~:.}~\ 
)Vas t_h~ '"!!~.0-~?-E.?1:..o~_--Chau Doc ... I lear1}0.~\ pf....thi.s .obj'ecti vc_·only .21_hQt1.rs~~~-~"?! 
l?'ef~~-~_it __ was ~~- b_egiu,···a1tho~gh he bt~.;-~~.s~i?...~haJJ)w. tr~O<?p_s--~-n-~w..:_~_9mewh?-,t 

{.~ ~~:}_e·r.. _..!l'hey··wei-<f"~thia :thaCc·o~ditions were now right for a general uprising 
~f the population, so th~.t an ·-?:gg_!_e_~_.s~ __ _ ....Y-.~--~~1.1?.,·r_cyi.d 2.s sa\1~~ >vould bi·fn·g··t1;e-:-·-.:,:-:-~ 
people to the side yi'ei.~Cong 2_!1d make p_os.itions.··.'o:f-tha· ;)~.of _the·· \.mten2~bl~- t1"?:~--
.Go~~i.ix1ment. of Vie i Nam and Ar:1?eri ¢an, ..~1efend0rs·:- -.~h-~.-.\lp:d..s~~gjn.J.a.c.t_ ..¢li<i.;.~'l 
~~t ~ake pla~-~ dui-:ing th~ attack, an-~1\ stated that it is lit~~lY ,~r,~t~thip·1ack\ 

:pof~ih in~· effe ct_·_._OP:,.~•·7 ?f·a~~:::~t~!-..r ---~◊~-~~~-0~nt .t:?· ~?.:.1!1.P~tgr1J.~-h-~~~ing·a ,.bad .. -~~-e~, 
:\~---~~~c:l~_ .. ?.~. ..!E~. Yi~~---9.g_r..g _.~puree knew of no sandtabling.c:-~!ackers. of the 

opera.'tion nor any spe<::ific rehears.als. He said he was unfamiliar with the 
town of Chau Doc, and says he knew of no Viet Cong infiltrators or agents 
in the town be£ ore the actual attack took place. 

5. ! ~~aidVieCCon•g ...main ..forc·e:·hiuts-:5.;r~·-_yi~t·Cor1~(An•·cr2 ..n~fprovinc·e
-I . - . .. . .... •·· ·•·· .. - ~ .. . .. . . .. ... . " . .•.•· - . . .. 

-~ye3:~ ~~_§f>i. d the,~ r 6 s pons i bili ty 'f O 1• ••• uuher a ti r.g H '-"p:ro"y-i_:p_<;i_~1-_C?:p~ ~.a_!._~ ... griate J·.--~~-:-"\ 

~\v:he~ -~.?.t.S di :3t:d ct. f O r·c Fi's'• ·and-~g\ie·r rill as • w .. ~.!~.·_reS pqn si b I,~ f Or . gaining :c-~~fr Ql .... 
J.··• lJI. ........... • . ~- • • • •• &. •• • ' ···- .-: .. ,,...,. ... ... .,.,,.., ......., __ .. '" • ••• ~ .... ~~ ·-·- ...... , •• •&·- •• ~...a............... ··- ... ,: "': .,: •. ""•~ 

9.£...their· re-sp·e·cti·~/e···aistrfcfii:·-· The assault force which struck Chau Doc-····•-·-·..•·•· 

included ten party members who were to CO!}.~!~~~J:~..Jh.ct·~cJ~y__:!!..?.At:.)Xhi.Sh-:-~~i~-~l-
to Ol".g~ni.z~L"i(-provisi'on."al· g'ci\'=e·:r.ri"ri1er~f~-~-\ said he first heard the term 
1'!~-~-~lition goye~nme1:1tt':-about six months _ago, but ;h.2.d neve~· -1~~~_!.g.__g __'?~:~mghk ~::z 

/_ .. •···-· :..·. - :,,;,,,.:.·... .-:,,,t., •. ~· ....... ..,'-_. ... .,: ....•:----•,. ..... __ .-,,.... , .. ••' .. .,.. -~~.......... , . • • .. _,_.. • •. ,..... ...... .. •• 11', •••• ~- .. ---

f~~~-:.{~E.J.e.rJ-'.•P.?.:!:.~Y.,P~.Q~C:f;,~_pin,g,.s._1.mtiLthe., -the··cuxx.e:n.t. 9p'.~-~~~~~zlrh.1~i.~fings for 

--~,):~-- B • s Johnson Library_... . . • y Lyndon a:Lne 
____ ...;,._ ._;..;.....,_c_,_o_P__ -_~_ _ ___ 




