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GENERAL 22 Jan 68 thru 15 Feb 68

January:

22 -- Westmoreland's assessment last 48 hours --------=------
22 -- Westmoreland msg, current winter-spring campaign -----
29 -- Westmoreland's assessment last 72 hours ---------------
29 -- JCSM-63-68, The Situation at Khe Sanh -~=----ccccecuaoan
30 -- Viet Cong Attack the U.S. Embassy ~---==--cccmmccmanano
30 -- U.S. Embassy cleared of Viet Cong =====cccmmcmcncaaann
30 -- Westmoreland's assessment last 18 hours --------------
30 -- Wheeler memo, phone call to Westmoreland ----~--=--=-
30 -~ MACV report ==ccmcmmmc e e o
31 -- Wheeler msg, talk with Westy ~-----ccmcmcmmcccncnaaa-o
31 -- Wheeler msg, situation IV CTZ ---cccmmcmccmmmc e ae
31 -- Ginsburgh memo, Westmoreland's answers to President --
31 -- White House memo, crises at home ====----cmccmma oo
31 -- Rostow memo, crises in Viet Nam and Korea -=--==-==c=c--
February:

1 -- Statement by Hq of the Revolutionary Armed Forces -------
1 -- Westmoreland assessment —-------ccmmmcmmmmm oo
1 -- Westmoreland msg, his call to ROStOW ==-=--meecmcocaoan-
1 -- Wheeler msg, Khe Sanh ~--=ccmmcmmmmmn e me e e e
1 -- JCS memo, movement of COFRAM into SEA ---cccmeeccao--
2 -- Sharp msg, use of tactical nuclear weapons at Khe Sanh ----
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February:

2

2

Memo to President, authority to use COFRAM ----=----

Intell Report, Viet Cong account of attack on Chau Doc City

MACYV assessment of situation -------c-ccmcmcmmcceo oo

Report of fighting in Saigon suburb -=---c-cremeccuoaa.

Wheeler msg, VN situation, Bunker handling press -----

Bunker msg, handling press -=--=ccomcmccmmme e ee

Ginsburgh memo, why Khe Sanh not yet begun ~=-=-=----

Ginsburgh memo, Khe Sanh -------ccmcmcmmcmc e e

NMCC SEA operational highlights ~-=--cccccmmmanaooaa-

Ginsburgh memo, attack on Hill 861 diminishing --------

Ginsburgh memo , Khe Sanh -=---cccmmmmcmm e e

White House msg, confidence in Westmoreland ---------

-- McCafferty msg, gravel laid north of Khe Sanh ----------

Msg, summary of prisoner of war reports -=--=--=-=c---

Ginsburgh memo, Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu ---------

Rostow memo, intell report VC support will be

withdrawn in March 1968 -

McCafferty memo, statistics of past week ==-=--=-=c-=_-

Rostow memo, response to Elspeth question ---------=---

Rostow memo, interrogatikn of prisoners -~=----=-v-ec-u---

Lodge memo, raids in Viet Nam -------=--cemccnaau-

SitRoom memo, Khe Sanh under heavy attack -=----=-==-

SitRoom memo, Khe Sanh
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Februarx:

6 -- Smith memo, Lang Vei not overrun -=-----ceecocccaoa o
7 -- SitRwom memo, Lang Vei evacuated =--=-==ccmcocmao-noo
7 =-- Bunker assessment =-=--m- oo o mmme e e
7 -- Rostow memo, Economist article This is It --=--=-=-----=-
7 -- Saigon msg, Lao refugees -=----cecmmmmcmmc e
7 -- Westmoreland msg, grateful for President's confidence--
7 -- Sullivan msg, suggest contingency plansg -------ccccaa--
8 -- Westmoreland msg, -assessment ......................
8 -- Ginsburgh memo, personal conclusions =-==-==--ccuo--
8 -- Bunker msg, COSVN order for TET offensive ----------
8 -- Lodge memo, hold Khe Sanh ===----ocmcmcmmnn o
8 -- Walt memo, sgituation at Khe Sanh -=---ccccmmmmcnuaanao
9 -- DIA summary, B-52 strikes =------cccccmmcmmncccne e
9 -- Rostow msg, questions at 10:30 meeting --=---=--ccccouo-
9 -- Rostow memo, prisoner interrogation ------------------

9 -- Westmoreland's msg of assessment ==-====--mc-mcommmu-=

10 -- Carver's analysis of VN situation -------------c----
11 -- Memo, enemy force increase since December -=----==--==
12 -- Rostow memo, support for SitRoom at White House ------

12 -- Westmoreland msg, assessment and requirements -------
12 -- Sharp msg, concurs in assessment and requirements -----
12 -- NMCC report, Khe Sanh supply situation ----------------

12 == Wheeler msg, additional troops ==--=-ccemmacaaao oo
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February:

12 -- Wheeler's supplement to Westmoreland msg -=-----=-cmcmcum--

12 -- Rostow memo, thoughts on Viet Nam =-c=-cccmmcmmmcmcncaaaann
12 -- NMCC report, road from DaNang to Hue is open -=----==--uu-=
12 -- Rostow memo, enemy killed ====-c-rccmcccmmecmcncccncncnnaas
12 -- McNamar's proposed pre ss statement on battalions ==---------
12 -- Rostow's suggested addition to McNamara statement =----=-===
12 -- Westmoreland's reply to questions by Wheeler -----=~-------~
12 -- JCS msg, deployment of army and marine forces to SVN -----=~
12 -- Moorer memo, emergency reinforcement of COMUSMACYV ----
12 -- CIA cable, analysis of Viet Cong TET offensive -=--=----=-===
12 -- Paper on Vietnam armed forces RVNAF =cccccccmcmamcnaaoaan
12 -- Wheeler memo, Status of RVNAF =c-cccmmcm e e ccccmemm e
12 -- Johnson memo, items for action ==--=--ccmccmmcmccc e
¥3 -- Paper, rationale for partial mobilization ===-=cccccaccmaaoan
13 -- Ginsburgh paper, mobilization issues =-====-=--c-cocacocoono
13 -- Paper, optional near-term action programs ==---=-=-cecac---
12 -- Lodge memo, ARVN ~-c-eccccrcnrercccreccccmmrcemcrcc e
12 -- State msg, command relationships ===-=---cmcccccmmmmacaon
12 -- Rostow memo, question should we hold Khe Sanh ------------
12 -- Lodge memo, minuses and plusses of attack on cities ==------
12 -- JCS msg,, deployment of 82d Airborne to SVN =--ccccccaoaaun
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-- JCS msg, deployment of Marine Corps regiment ---==-=vc-u-u--
-~ CIA report, Quant Tri in I Corps wobbly ==---ccmcmmccncncca-
-- JCS msg, employment of B-52"'8 === cccmemm e e cemeeem
-- Rostow memo, CIA assessment of DaNang doeument ----------
-- Army info brief, deployment of 82d Airborne Division -=----=-
-=- Rostow memo, Khe Sanh -=--ccmmmmm e e e
-- Rostow memo, initiative away from U Thant -~-~---vc-cce-u-=
-- Msg, planned attacks on Khe Sanh Base -------=----------==
-=- Rusk statement, pre-empt U Thant's believed position =----=
~-- Msg, Longon's man in Hanoi === --scmmcmmmmm e e ccme e
-= British account of U Thant's conversation with Mai Van Bo -~
-=- Saigon msg, Fanfani talks with NVN regarding negotiations ===
-= Ginsburgh memo, Khe Sanh battle may be over =-==-wececcecc-ux

-- Presitlent's memo, questions related to call-up of reserves --
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Mr, President:
I believe you will wish to read Westy's
assessment of the situation as it has developed

over the past 48 hours,

I am getting typed a more general
military assessment he also filed with us,

/

N
UQU i Rostow

MAC 01049, January 22, 1968
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.Copy of MAC 01049 from General Westmoreland Jan. 22, 1968

—_—

1. The following is my assessment of the situation as it has developed
over the past 48 hours.

2. The initial attacks of the expected enemy offensive in northern I Corps
began on 20-21 January with assaults on 26th Marine positions north of
Khe Sanh and on the Huong Hoa subsector. These were repulsed by the
Marines and the Regional and Popular Forces in the area, Attacks by fire
destroyed some ammunition and fuel and cratered the runway on the airfield,
(3,000 feet of runway is still usable, however.) There was also a heavy
attack by fire on Camp Carroll, with no significant damage or casualties
resulting, The enemy broke contact around Khe Sanh at about noon the 21st
and his activity subsided.

3. These actions were probably preliminary to'a full-scale attack on
Khe Sanh by the entire 325th North Vietnamese Army division sometime in

the next few days,, Some, if not all, of the newly arrived 304th North Viet-

namese Army division will probably be involved in this attack,

4, The 320th North Vietnamese Army divicion will probably conduct
supporting attacks against friendly installations along Highway 9, particularly
Camp Carroll. The current dispositions of the 320th headquarters and sup~
porting artillery indicate that an attack on Camp Carroll may occur within
24 hours,

5. We have good evidence that the enemy will attempt a multi-battalion
sattack on Hue City, and he may sally out of the Hai Lang jungle base area
to attack Quang Tri City. There are intelligence indications that some of
the recently arrived reinforcements are on their way to the Hai Lang Base

area or are already there, There is also intelligence evidence of a possibie
attack on Danang.

6. The two-week general lull in country-wide activity that was interrupted
on the 20th indicates preparations for a widespread effort. The presence of
high echelon representatives near tactical units in all corps areas strengthens
the probability, I believe that the enemy will attempt a country-wide show of..
strength just prior to Tet,” with Khe Sank being the main event. 5, In II Corps,
he will probably attack around Pleiku and Kontum cities, and I expect attacks
on the Special Forces camps at Dak Seang, Duc Co, and Dak To. In III and
IV Corps, province towns are likely targets for renewed attacks by fire.
Terrorism will probably increase in and around Saigon,

###
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SBHERFT-=SITVIN

Monday, January 22, 1968
6:20 p.m.

Mr, President:

You will wish to read this two-part message
from Gen, Westmoreland, especially part1l., He : , -
‘concludes: '

"The current winter-spring campaign is

unusual in its urgency and intensity., The bulk
b of our evidence suggests that the enemy is
- conducting a shorteterm surge effort, possibly - 2
designed to improve his chances of gaining his
ends through political means, perhaps through
negotiations leading to some form of a coalition
government, "

" b@,mtow

MAC 00967, January 22, 1968
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Monday, January 22, 1968
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(1] .

This is a two-part message. PartI represents my assessment of the enemvp

overall winter-spring campaign; Part II gives my cur'cnt views on the enemy's

d:.s_povho_n_ and offensive plans in Quang Tri- Thua_’_I‘_l)w.er.:: Part I follows:

The enemy's winter- spring activity to date has given rise to a number of wide~
spread irurossio as: - that he is showing an unusual sense of wrgency,ythat he

e oy e

“has mrvn‘tqed the .empo and iniensity of the war, that hi: in ,.“la‘xon exceeds our

gestimates,. that he is engaging in U"prt*f‘e::ented unit reinforcementy and that ke

SANITIZED

has increased the coordination of his forces‘, Som? of these, I believe, are
valid, while ot<rs are f-lse or marginally true.

He is definjtely displaying a very unusual sense of urgency. His documents
indicate this, exhorting all his forces to conduct continuous operations in this
"decisive campaign''. In the Central Office for South Vietnam area, final victory
is even promised in this campaign. His operations also show this urgency.

Song Be and Dak To were attacked with inadequate preparation. The Second and
Third North Vietnamese Divisions with green replacements persist in the offense
despite serious losses. His reinforcement activities also show this urgency, with
the 304th Division accomplishing in two months a move comparable to the four-
month move of the 325C Division a year ago.

The intersity of the war has increased; Although total incidents have decreased
since September, the number of assaults and attacks by fire have shown a steady
increase throughout the year. Enemy action in the DMZ influenced this through
September; since then, however, sharp drops in the First and Second Corps have
been counterbalanced by increases in the Central Office for South Vietnam area.

As a result of the enemy activity and of our operations, the enemy's josses in™%
the fourth.qaarter'af 1967 were high.r. Killed in action's were $0 percent higher =
than a year earlier,- whxle weipons . loss nearly doubled.; Enemy losses however,
whs.le above the yearly average, Temained below the peaks reached in the spring.
The continuation of enemy offensive action despite these losses may give the im-
pression that our infiltration estimates were low. Through August, 1967, the
enemy was infiltrating about 6100 troops per month as compared to our estimate
of $500. Since then, we have estimated a spread of 5000 to 60002 Our data, whil
admittedly mcornplete, shows an unusua‘ly low count for this penod. suggesting
a period of low infiltration similar to that of late 1966. While some units, as the
divisions in MR 5, have probably received an unusual share of available replace-
ments, we see no evidence as yet that our overall estimate for 1967 will be
significantly exceeded. Following the 1967 pzttern, however, we wculd expéct. -
to se¢ an upsurgde in infiltration during the current quarter; .
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Enemy recinforcement during this campaign has resulted in the most serious
threat of the war to no:thern First Corps.? Reinforcement to date, however, may

' be a repetition of the 1966-early 1967 pattern, when the 325 C Division deployed
and the first of about 40 Hanoi mainline terminals representing replacements and
reinforcements appeared. Whether present reinforcement activity is in fact
unprecedented depends upon the nature of the 320th Division's deployment, and
cannot yet be answered.

The enemy achieved an unysual degree of coordination during the last week in
October, with near simultaneous actions beginning in the Fourth Corps and moving
northward to the Second Corps. Since then, however, he has shown little improve-
ment in his abilityto coordinate at higher levels. He has achieved through reorgan
izations an improvement at the lower level. We believed, however, that this
resulted from normal evolutionary moves, and is not specifically att ri butable to
the present enemy campaign.

To summarize my view of the current impressions, I feel that the truly unusual
factors of the present enemy campaign are hiz urgeficy and the increzased intensity
of the war in the Third and Fourth Corps. Enemy losses are not significantly
hlgher than average 1967 rates, but it is striking that the enemy has not attempted
to reduce his losses. The other factors enumerated in paragraph 2 seem less
unusual, and partially explainable either as extensions of long-standing trends or
similar to previously observed patterns of enemy activity,

There are t''3 possible hypoth<ses for the unusual aspects of the enemy activity.
Either the enemy is making a ma‘cr effort for a-short period of time .in order to
gain exploitable victories for palxtlcal purposes, or else the enemy has escalated
the tempo and hopes to continue the protracted war at current tempo.

;Abundant documentary evidence favors the short-term hypothesis® Enemy docu-
ments increasingly talk of the possibility of negotiations and of a coalition govern-
ment. The enemy drawdown on his coastal defenses in North Vietnam also suggests
a concern with relatively short-term goals. He has made determined attempts to
gain a spectacular victory, and is now preparing for another attempt in northern
First Corps. I believe that the enemy sees a similarity between our base at

Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu and hopes, by following a pattern of activity similar

to that used against the Frenrnch, to gain similar military and political ends.

On the other hand, there is some evidence supporting a longer-term hypothesis.
Some very recent captured documents refer to continuation of the war at least into
the summer., There is no firm indication to date that North Vietnam has backed

d own from its previous conditions for negotiation.

The key question becomes the enemy capability tocontinue the war at its present

pace. The answet to'this lies in ‘his manpower problems. - Continuation of the war
at the p‘.‘.'e:=-°nt terrrpo will oresumably cause enemy losses in 1‘)(58 at Ieast as aroat

ED 12958 3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
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as those suffered during the past year. The cnemy's current input is failing to
meet his requirement by ai fenst 5000 raen per mnnth, | A continuation of such
losses, with a resultant upgrading of local and guerrilla forces, would cause the
rapid deterioration of the Viet Cong and the war would become increasingly a
North Vietnamese Army war. To counteract this, if the enemy made a maximum
effort with infiltration of about 11, 000 men per month, and takes losses no
greater than in 1967, he could sustain the war at current levels for only about one
year, and then at great sacrificc. The enemy cannot indefinitely accept either
alternative.

.In summary, the current winter-spring campaign is wnusual in its urgency and .,
intensity. The bulk of our ecvidence suggests that the enemy is conducting a - ‘
short-term surge. effort, possibly designed to improvc his chances of gaining
his ends through political means, perhaps through negotiations leading to some
form of a coalition government.
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This message is Part Il of a two-part message and gives my current views
on the enemy's disposition and cffensive plans in Quang Tin-Thua Thien
Province.

In the Khe Sanh area, evidence indicates that the 325C and 304th North

Vietnamese Army divisions are deployed north and south of the camp,

respectively. —located the 95C North Vietnamese Army
i‘;:;ﬁl'mm Regiment 13 km northwest of Khe Sanh and a rallier partially confirms this.
() The 325 Division Headquarters' current location west of Khe Sanh places it

in position to control subordinate elements. Though the remainder of the
division was last located in l.aos, it probably has deployed to positions

northwest of Khe Sanh. —the Headquarters, 304th Division
and one subordinate regiment south of Khe Sanh. [ GG

[l 2nother infantry regiment plus rear service elements may also be in
that area. Another subordinate 304th regiment is located in Laos west of
Khe Sanh,

Since late December, most of the 324B Division has been deployed from east

to west across the DMZ and has been transporting supplies from depots north

of the DMZ to caches north and northeast of Khe Sanh., At least 114 short tons

of rice were moved, and I believe that 200-300 tons probably were transported.

This is enough rice to feed an entire division for one month. I n addition, at

least 41 tons of ammunition, i,e,, the equivalent in weight of a basic load for

‘one division, were also moved. Unlike past years, traffic north of Dong Hoi
to the DMZ area has been extremely heavy since January 7, indicating a continued

E0 12858 supply buildup, probably artillery ammunition, increased truck traffic in Laos

JAIDN1>25Yrs indicates the enemy will be supplied from the west as well. Since January 16,

) most of the 324B Division's elements ceased their
transportation mission. A tenuous fix located the 812th regiment in Ba 101, 56 km.
south of its January 7 position, the unit was to
relocate and suggest coordination with the 274th independent battalion deployed
east of Cam Lo. The 90th regiment may still be near its January 16 position
north of the Rock Pile. The 803rd is deployed generally north of Con Thien.

The 320th Division Headquarter ard its subordinate regiments may be deployed
ED 12958 north of Highway 9. indicate that

3.4(b1(1)>25Yrs the Division Headquarter and one, possibly two regiments, may be deployed

(¢ north of the Rock Pile. —one 320th Regiment
may be serving a logistics mission and possibly is deployed west of the
Rock Pile.

From his deployment, I believe that the enemy plans a coordinated offensive
designed to seize and hold key objectives in the northern two provinces, Current

_sr‘:cir_- EO 12958 3A(DII11>25Vrs
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evidence indicates that the 325C and 304th Division's have Khe Sanh/Lang

Vei as objectives; however, the 304th Division may side-step Khe Sanh and
move to Base Area 101, Elements of the 320th Division appear targeted against
Camp Carrol and the Rock Pile, probably to hinder friendly artillery support.
The Khe An Artillery Brigade Headquarters, recently deployed to the DMZ area
probably will direct supressing fires from artillery positions located just north
of the Ben Hai River. The 803rd and 9th probably will attempt diversionary
attacks in the Con Thien/Gio Linh areas. They could be supported by the

164th Artillery Regiment, if the 812th Regiment joined the 9th Regiment in
Base Area 101, an attack on Quang Tri City is probable. And the 320th
Division may also move south to the Quang Tri area. Certainly, the movement
of Tri-Thien-Hue Military Region Headquarters and the 6th Regiment South to
positions near Hue, threatens that city.
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_ THE WHITE HoUs<
I Monday, Jan. 29, 1968 _ ' ,
Mr., President;
- Attached is Gen. Westmoreland's
% i A latest assessment of the situation
_” L in South Vietnam.
o (\M-L‘“Lq‘”{"}}u‘:l- : '
‘ : Arthur McCafferty -
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l« THE FOLLOWING I3 WY ASSESSHENT OF THE SITUATION AS
IT HAS DEVELOPED OVEIR THE PAST SEVEXTY-TWO HOURS.

2., THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE EZNZHY MAY NOT CEASE
MILITARY OPERATIO:NS DURING TET. IN FACT HE 1S N0W WELL INTO
HIS AN:JOUNCED TET STANODOWH PERIOD WITH NC DISCERNABLE DECREASE
Iti SIGHIFICANT ACTIVITY IN THE NORTHERN TWO CORPS AREAS.

3. THE ENEMY CONTINUZS KIS ATTACHS BY FIRZ Il THE KHE
SANH ARSA. ANOTHER REZGI#ENT OF THE 304TH DIVISION, POSSIBLY

THE 9TH, MOVED NORTHWARD TC A POSITION 7 Kd SOUTH OF KHI SANH.
AIR STRIKES A:D ARTILLERY ARS SZRIOUSLY INTERDICTING ENZHY
291 Y EFFORTS IN THIS oR7S. ru:a: ARE TENTATIVE INDICATions, 012858
THROUGH PHOTO INTERPRETATION, THAT THE INZYY ¥aY ATTEMPT TO ’ 1AWDN11>25Vrs
<18 RIS WAY INLU KH SA:H DUZ TO OUR TREJENDOUS FIREPOVER
“ADVANTAGE. (AS HE DID AT DIEZ 3EN PHU).
- 4; WE N0Y HAVE A FIRUER HOLD Ow THE PROBA3SLE LOCATION

. OF MAJOR_ELEMENTS OF THZ 320TH NYA DIVISION. DETAINZES TAKEN
SANITIZED

E.O. 13526, Sec. 35
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VESTERDAY IN A HEAVY CONTACT NORTH OF CAMP CARROLL STATE THEY E012958
waRE FROM THE 64TH NVA REGIMENT, 320TH NvVAa DIVISIO. 3A(bMN1)>25Yrs
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25 ey, 32 A DIVISION, ENZNMY ACTIV=-
ITY ALONG THE DZ R“ﬂAI vS MODERATZ WITH THE SITUATION AT QUANG
TRI CITY AND HUE RE4MAINING UNCHAN3ED. ENEZMY MOVEUZHTS HAVE
ACCENTUATED THE THH‘%T IN THE PHU LOC, HAI VAN PASS AND DA~
NANG AREAS., TAM KY AND HOI AN HAY ALSO BE ATTACKED AS A
DIVERSION. 13O0LATIOiH OF THE NORTHIRN TwO PROVINCZS lMUST
INCLUDE CLO:IWG THE PASS AND CRIPPLING THEZ DAMNANG AIR AND
LOGISTICS FACILITIZS. ATTEMPTS TO DO THIS #AY OCCUR AT ANY

TIME. |
5. IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS OF 11 CIZ, AND 1IN lR=5, ED 12958

URGENT ENZUY PPLPA?QTI” 4S5 FOR 34(b)(1)>25Y
I S0 1D TAT 100 THAT SO ITS .

_ARE BEHIND SCHEZDULE IN PREPARATIONS.

ACK OM DUC CO.

'S COJCzRI, AND PERHAPS

:?q}:;slff 95yrsf RUSTRATION, 2 . n‘s MAJOR C0:44ANDS TO
prs INITIATE PLANMED OFFE :sw.-_ ACTIVITY. I HAVE NO DOU3T THAT

THE ENEMY PLANS TO LAUWNCH WIDESPREAD ACTIVITY TO DETER REIN=-
FORCZUENT OF NORTHzZRJN I CORPS,

35S0 NOTE: DELIVER IMUEDIATELY
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: The Situation at Khe Sanh

1. You will recall that on 12 January 1968 General Westmoreland
informed me that the Khe Sanh position is important to us for
the following reasons: (a) it is the western anchor of our
defense of the DMZ area against enemy incursions into the
northern portion of South Vietnam; (b) its abandonment would
bring enemy forces into areas contiguous to the heavily populated
and important coastal area; and (c) its abandonment would con-
stitute a major propaganda victory for the enemy which would
seriously affect Vietnamese and US morale. In summary, General
Westmoreland declared that withdrawal from Khe Sanh would be a
tremendous step backwards.

2. At 0910 hours this morning I discussed the Khe Sanh
situation by telephone with General Westmoreland. He had just
returned from a visit to northern I Corps Area during which he
conferred with senior commanders, personally surveyed the situa-
tion, and finalized contingency plans. General Westmoreland
made the following points:

a. The Khe Sanh garrison now consists of 5,000 US and ARVN
troops. They have more than a battalion of US artillery
supporting them, and 16 175 MM guns which can fire from
easterly positions in support of the Khe Sanh force.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority 3¢S /010 -9¢ Leller
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b. Among other reinforcing actions, he has moved a
full US Army Division into northern I Corps. Within a few
days the equivalent of an ARVN airborne division will- also
reinforce this area.

c. He has established a Field Army Headquarters in the
Hue/Phu Bai area to control all forces, both US and ARVN,

in northern I Corps. This headquarters is commanded by
General Abrams.

d. General Momyer, Commander 7th Air Force, is coordinating
all supporting air strikes in the NIAGRA area which constitutes
the locale of enemy buildup around Khe Sanh.

e. Air action since 17 January has been remunerative.
About 40 B-52 sorties per day and some 500 tactical air
sorties per day are being conducted in the NIAGRA area.
There have been numerous secondary explosions. It appears
that air strikes and our artillery fire have disrupted the
enemy's logistic buildup and troop concentration. #

3. General Westmoreland stated to me that, in his judgment,
we can hold Khe Sanh and we shQuld hg}d Khe Sanh. He Yeports
that eyeryone is confident. He believes that this is an oppor-
tunity to inflict a severe defeat upon the enemy. Further,
General Westmoreland considers that all preparatory and pre-
cautionary measures have been taken, both in South Vietnam and
here, to conduct a successful defense in the Khe Sanh area.

4. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have reviewed the situation
at Khe Sanh and concur with General Westmoreland's assessment

of the situation. They recommend that we maintain our position
at Khe Sanh.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

CLL bl ;

EARLE G. WHEELER
Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff

70D OLARCT
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MEMORANDUM ¢

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1968
Tuesday, 3:15 P, M.,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Viet Cong Attack on U,S., Embassy in Saigon

By direct telephone, NMCC has learned that in an attack
on the U,S. Embassy in Saigon, several Viet Cong got into the
compound,

There is one U.S. casualty, an officer in the Embassy's
Political Section. The compound is under full U,S. control,

: i
D‘_\D.;WQQ) stow |




MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE _ 1

WASHINGTON

Tuesday, January 30, 1968, 10:00 P, M.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Westmoreland Reports U,S. Embassy Saigon Cleared
of Viet Cong '

At 9:00 P. M. (EST) General Westmoreland telephoned from the
U.S. Embassy compound to report that the Embassy Chancery as
well as the entire compound are completely cleared of Viet Cong
attackers,

In the rest of Saigon, he reports that things are now quiet, There
is still some fighting at the nearby U.S. base at Ton Son Hut, This
fighting at the base may be Viet Cong attempting to get out of the area.
He reports he has all the strength needed to take care of this fighting.

Ambassador Bunker is safe but has not yet returned to his Embassy
office. All Embassy civilians are safe, one marine was killed and two
were wounded in the action, Four Military Police were killed and three
were wounded, Nineteen Viet Cong were killed in the fighting.

Damage to the Embassy building is minimal, There was no
structural damage but part of the lobby was destroyed and the outside
of the building damaged.

General Westmoreland reconstructs the operation as follows:
At about 3:00 A, M. Saigon time a Viet Cong platoon of about twenty
men dressed in civilian clothes and armed with automatic weapons,
rockets, satchel charges and explosives, attacked the Embassy
compound, They made a hole in the outer wall through which they
crawled, Their purpose was apparently to destroy the building,

The MPs moved in, encountering sniper fire coming from buildings
nearby, At about 5:00 A,M,. U.S. troops moved into the compound,
engaging the Viet Cong. At 8:00 A, M, a platoon of the 101 Airborne
Division landed on the roof. The fighting ended about 9:00 A, M,, all
Viet Cong in the area believed killed,

—‘Rrw"ﬂs

Bromley Smith

2C
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TREZ EVENTS OF THE PAST 18 HOUR S HAVE BZEN REPLETE U T' ENALY

R &S0y
| ATTACKS ACAINST CERTAIN OF OUR KEY INSTALLATIONS IN THE I ats '
CT2S.  TEE HEAVIEST ATTACKS VERE LAUNGHED AGAINST DANANC) KONTU,
PLEZKU, N5A TRANG, BAN ME THUOT, AD TAN CANH IN THE DAK To AREA
(LESSER ATTACKS WERE MADE ON QUI NHON AND TUY HOA. ALTHOUGH ENZMY
ACTIVITY IN III AND IV CT%S VAS COMPARATIVELY LIGKT DURING THIS
PERIOD; UE ARE ALERT TO ATTEMPTS BY THE ENEMY TO ATTACK STGHIFICAMNT
TARGETS IN THESE AREAS. REPEATED ATTEMPTS CAN ALSO BE EXPECTED IN
THE I AND I CTZS+ WHILE OUR OPERATLONS REPORTS 70 YOUR HIKDCUARTERS
v COVERED THESE ATTACKS IN SOME DETAIL, I FE LT 1T UOULD BE KE!

o4 .lbd—l{i

FUL TO GIVE Y0U A URAP-UP ON THE SITUATION AS IT STANDS NOU.

It 1S SEFNIFIChﬁT.THAT In 1 612 NOﬁE.O? THESE 5”?“045 WERE -
DIRECTED hGﬁENST-OUH INSTALLATIONS NORTH OF THE AL VAN PASS;
PEREAPS nZCAGSE-OF THEZ THICKENING OF US FOKCES IN THAT AREA.
ﬁA&A&G HAS TH? PRIME TARGET AND WAS ATTkCKED SEGINNI

1

a

S
PAST MIBRIGHT. THE ”Ac:Lxrzzs AT MARBLE MOUNTAIN AUD THE DANANG AIR
| BASE WERE MORTARED AND ROCKZTED WITK A NUMBER OF AIRCRAP i

-
i1
(@]
1l
)4
g
=
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DA¥AGE, TO INCLUDE FIVE JET AIRCRART J*STPO ED> THZ ROCKET SITE
WAS INMMEDIA ELY LOCAT VD AND BRCUGHT UNDER iR: WITH UNENOUMN RISULT

LIANEOUSLY, THE Aavx CORPS ETADQUARTERS CAME




o IN TAN CANE OF KONTUM PROVINCE, COMTACT IS SHOREDI( WIT: ELENE

'vﬁnﬁa'xhxéy woﬁTAR AND GROUND ATTACK BY A ESTIUATED Rmzm?oxéan
. ENEHY COMPANY. AN ATTENMPT wﬁs'manv AGAYNST THE DANANG BRINGE BY o
 UNDERVATER SWIMMERS. IT WAS THUARTED WITH THRER aunnv KIA AND ONE '
(CAPYURED. TIMELY wnnu NG OF THE ATTACKS PLUS RAPID RE’CT70\ BY

US/ARVR/ROI “OPC S HAS BROUGHT THE SITUATION IN THE D!”“WG At?& UNDF{

e

CG“TROL AT ¢ TIME. CASUALflis_SO FaR LISz iaMY nza IND 7

FRIEMDLY KIAs NOTEWORTHY AMONG THE coumTEhﬁCTzoms LAUNCHED IN THE

EARLY MORNING#HOURS WAS THAT OF THE ROK MARINES, B0, IN RESPONSE
TO AN ENEMY é:BU;D ATTACK IN' THE HOL AN AREA, INSERTED A FORCE BY
HELlCOP;Eh, TNGAGED THE ENEMYy KILLI\ 21 WITR NO FRIERDLY CASUa-
TIES. '

- THE IY CTZ RECEIVED THE 'BULK AND_INTENSITY OF THE EMEMY ATTACKS.
IR TUE K HTUM AREAs IN EXCESS OF 544 ENEMY ATTACK?D FROM THE NORTH

IN THE VILJMITY OF THE hIPFIEIDa AND UERE LNG&CLD BY ELV”VQTQ 0“

Ko
L 1:-

.d UeSe “IU;QIOL éND ASQORTLU UI‘TNAhLHL UNITS. THE n?"& s hOh

. i e e e i i

tND:R CONTRO “IEH ADiILLLRY AND AIR STRIKES BEIN” EMPLOYED %GAL\S¢

AN

AN ESTIMATED 1UO ENEIY dATIALIO SEVEN U+S. VERE KILLED AN

- THIS RCTIGN; ULTH 165 NVA ‘KLA» UIETNAHESE CASUALTIES ARE b\K“OKﬂ- .

‘S 01-
T "Ka ARUN, RLGIMLNi O°°OSIhG aN il NNOU% ST7E ENLNY_rORCL- FOUR
FQIEhDLY ”AVL SZEN KILLED AND FLU: NVAs.  IN PLELKY, CONTACT COMTINUES

ivta

VITH AN ENEMY OF UNKNOWN SIZE IN THE CITY, WITH FRIENDLY FORCES
ATYENPTING 70 CUT OFF THE ENEHY FOR

"'JJ

CES TRYIWG TO ESCAPZ. THE 4TH
INF DIV CAPTURED 220 SNEMY IN THE VICINITY OF PLEIKUs OF THZS

29 HAD NORTE VIETNAVZISE MONEY ON THEIR PERSONs THE VAST MAJORIT

{21

3

"ARE MONTAGNARDS BHLTLUHD TO.BE PRESSED INTQ SERVICEs ;ﬁVERﬁGS AGE =
) #7 3e te trvel f‘-...J . " . .
“‘ “.:-' l:;‘ 5: ‘o.‘_:-} .”l : " s . F . - :
R | ., |
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APPEARS TO BE 18 TO 3¥. 58 CLAIM TO BE HOL CHANHS. ARVN FORCES
ARE IX THE CITY. (PLELKU). SEVEN FRIENDLY HAVE BEEN HILLED
"hGATNST £03 ENKNY. IN NHA TRANG, SPORADIC FIGHTING CONTINUZ

b
ta FRL

THE CITY: FRIENDLY LOST 21 KIA; ENEMY 68 KA. cmmrzac‘co‘; INUES
Asa;ﬁsv THE ENEMY ATTENPTING TO WITHDRAW. CITY FIGHTING CONTIRUES
o IN BAN WE THUOT WITH EMEMY STILL'IN THE VICINITY. CASUALTIES ARE
REPORTED 70 BE 7 FRIENDLY .KIA AND 131 ENEMY KIA» IN thI;IO“,‘
'36 ENEMY HAVE BEEN KILLED Iy THE TUY HOA AREA aid 35 NVA Ki IN -THE

HINH HOA AREA. IN QUI NHONy- THE ENLHY-HOLDS THE RADIO S“’"“

1
1 A R T
= ..,"?_,;: LT3 -ﬁ“f
- .

TaTION ﬁﬁﬂ THE

WMINTENARCE AREA BUT HAS LOST 3% KIA. THE ROKS HAOE_THE RADIO SThTEGS

_ SURRGURDED BUT HAVE NOT ATTACKRED; SINGE THE ENEMY IS ROLDING THRES
HOSTAGES. | ' .

INCLIX CT2 I BIN# DINK DOUNG PROVINGE, SOUTIHEST OF BEM CAT:

OF THE 25TH US DIVISION MADE A SIGNIFIGANT CONTACT WITH AN ENEMY FOR

AN ENE
_ -RESULTING IN.66 ENEHMY KILLED, WITH EIGHT FRIENDLY KILLED AND 14 WOUN
" fEp. IV CTZ HAD ONE SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER IN THE VINH LONG ARTA;

. WHERE GUNSHIPS AND TACTICAL SUPPORT AIRCRAFT ENGAGED A CLEARED TARGE
Y or SAMPANS IN A CANAL ARES) KILLING 8 ENEMY, DESTROYING 124 SAMPANS

WITH THRES SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS |
DURING THE COURSE OF THE DAY WE HAD A MAXINMUM AIR EFFOR
WS REPORTED TO BE EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE. |
THE CURRENT OUTLOOK DEPICTS A SITUATION SIMILAR 70 HY ¥O: REGOLNG
KCOWT. S -

o IN SUMMAY

A
-

, THE ENEMY HAS DISPLAYED UHAT APPIAKS 70 BE DES-

-
J)
ru-l

ERATION TACTICS, USING NVA TROOPS T0 TE“%O{ 2E POPULATED AREAS. . HE

T

ATTESZTED TO ACHIEUEI§UR?RISE 2Y ATTACI C Dl 91%

¢ TEE TRUCE PIRIOD.
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THE REACTION OF if;}:'rm-ib:sr-:, US AND PREE WORLD FORGES TO THE SITUATION
FAS BEEN GENERLLY GOOD. SINCE TEE EMEMY HAS EXPOSED MINSELF, EE HAS
SUFFERED MANY CASUALTIES. AS OF NOU, THEY ADD UP.TO ALNOST 757 |
WHEW THE DUST SETTLES, THERE WILL PROYABLY BE MORE. ALL MY SUSOR-

-

DINATE COMMANDERS REPORT THE SITUATION WELL IN HANDs | L
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January 30, 1968 —

MEMCRANDUM FOR GENERAL WHEELER: '

Ifeel I owe you an explanatrme ‘circumstances surrounding the
telephone call to MACV and General Westmoreland this morning from the
Situaticn Room.

At 5:30 Art McCafferty and Bob Ginsburgh were looking over the
information available on the situation in Vietnam. They became concerned
that we had no additional material beyond that which had been shown to the
President at raidnight. They decided that, in order to assure the President
we were attempting to get more information and to save time, they would
perscnally call the MACYV Duty Officer for a report., As the call was being
pilaced, the President telephoned down from his bedroom. In answer to his
query as to why we did not have more information, he was informed that we
were attempting to call MACYV at that time.

The first person with whom Art talked was Generzl Westmoreland's
aide. The aide asked if he wouldn't like to spezk personally with General
Westmoreland. Art replied that he would not want to disturb the General
and would prefer to talk to the Duty Cificer., He was then transferred to the
MACV COC, where he talked to the Colonel on duty. After about five minutes,
the Colonel informed Art that General Westmoreland had just walked into the
center and would like to speak with the person in the White House, It was at
that point that the conversation was held with General Westmoreland,

At no time was there any intent to disturb General Westmoreland who,
we understand quite well, is a very busy man, especizlly in situations as we
had last evening. The intent was to be certain that we could assure the
President that he was receiving the best and latest information on the

situation.
2ol — o o A Lh s —
JW il 2 Lo _;.,_,M—'
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MEMCRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ("3-""3" "'""'"""’""M‘:'j P "u
The following is a situation report from MACYV sent at 7:30 a.m.

this morning. {All times are EST.)

Principle activity in the Republic of Vietnam on 29/30 January 1568
is summarized as follows:

First Corps ' .

Eremy forces launched coordinated mortar, rocket and ground attacks
in the Danang, Wheeler/Wallowa and Chu Lai areas.

At 11:20 a. m. severzal enemy snipers were observed in the water in the

vicinity of the Danang Bridge. The enemy was engaged with small arms fire resulting

in one enemy killed and one .detained.

At 12:48 p.m. a Marine unit located northwest of Danang received Zour
rounds of rocket fire and at appréximately the same time, the lst ARVN Battalion
and a Regional Force unit in Hai Van Pass aresa reported receiving moriar and smeall
arms fire. There was no report of enegmy penetration.

Between 2:00 and 4:00 p. m. the Marble Mountain air facility received
approximately 20 rounds of mortar fire with numerous Army aircraft receiving
damage. No casualties reported. '

At 2:30 p.m. the Danang Air Base also came under rocket attack with
iritial reports indicating a total of 20 rounds received. Additional reports reflect
five aircrait destroyed, 18 aircrafil with variocus degrees of damags. Results were:
iriendly, one killed, 10 wounded, 37 non-battle casualties; enemy casuzlties are
rot known. ' o

Between 2:30 and 4:40 p.m. the ARVN Headquarters at Danang came
under enemy moctar and ground attack by an estimated reinforced enemy company
or larger. A tcial of 40-50 mortar rounds were received in and around the ARVN
compound areza. The attack was repulsed. Results were: friendly, 2 killed; enemy,
64 killed, 7 detainees, ' '

i
|
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In response to the enemy attacks to the Danang areaz, artillery
were conducted and gunships launched attacks on enzmy forces south of Dan
The exact extent of enemy losses in not yet known,

At 1:55 p.m. an ARVN artillery unit in the vicinity of Eci An reported
receiving mortar, small arms, and automatic weapons fire. Korean Marires '
were inserted by helicopter and eangaged the enemy force., Latest information
‘reflects 21 enemy killed and two detained, no friendly casualties have beexn reported.

: American divicion units also report a number of incidents during the

‘period. Between 12:50 and 5:1C p.m. z total of §0 rounds of mortar fire was
reported by US units at five different landing zones throughout the Wheeler/Wallowa
area of operation and the Chu. Lai area. No reported ground attacks

Second Corps.

In Qui Nhon, the enemy controls the radio station and the maintenance
“area. One Korean battalion is sweeping the arez, and results to date: three US killed,
five US wounded, and 50 enemy killed,

In Kontum City artillery and air strikes are being employed against an
estimated two enemy battalions. Results: friendly, seven killed, five wounded;
enemy, 165 killed, two detained. An estimated two enemy battalions are outside

the city. _ ¢ e

In Ban Me Thuot, fighting continues within the city. An estimated two
battalions are ouiside the city. Results: friendly, seven killed, 16 wounded;
enemy: 91 killed and 28 detained,

In Ninh Hoa contact continues on a sporadic basis. Results: friendly,
one wounded; enemy, 11 killed.

_ In Tuy Hoa heavy fighting continues, The enemy force is trying tc break
- out, Results: friendly, seven killed, 31 wounded, six missing; enemy, 36 killed.

In Nha Trang sporadic fighting continues in the city with friendly c¢lements
attempting to cut off enemy forces leaving the city. Results: friendiy, 21 killed,

66 wouaded; enemy, 50 killed, 15 detained.

In Pleiku contact continues with an unknown size enemy force in the city.
ARVN units are in the city. Iriendly forces are attempting to cut off the enemy

forces trying to escape. Results: friendly, seven killed, 22 wounded; enemy,
103 kiiled. ' ’

COMNEIDED -:PIE it
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In Tan Canh contact is sporadic with elements of an ARVN regimen
against an unknown size enemy force. Results: friendly, four wounded, enemy,

. five killed.

Third Corps

. In Binh Duong province, 14 miles southwest of Ben Czt, the 4th Cavalry
fought a five-hour battle, beginning at 4:25 a.m. yesterday morning. Xnemy
losses are reported as 66 killed compared with US losses of 8 killed and 14 wounded.

Fourth Corps

In Vinh Long province, 21 miles south of Vinh Long, helicopte

r gunships
fired on 2 number of sampans traversing canals in the area. Results wers 124

sampans destroyed with 80 enemy killed.

2 In Phong Dinh province aircraft fired on 2 number of sampans, sinkin
two. ZXight enemy were killed and a number of weapons were captured.

[y

Casuaities reported:

'_ Killed _ Wounded Captured

"US/ARVN®: 74 . T . K e
-Enemy : © 749 : P S ‘54 A

L '

*Note: exact breakdowns are not available,

White House Situation Room
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0 311253 -5 _ ; )
Fif_GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DC PRSI 31 14 b,
INFO GEN JOHNSOR /S ARNY ;
GEN MCCONNELL C/S AIR FORCE P .
#DM MOORER GNO . ) | ,
ZEN/GEN GHAPMAN GHC N |
* ¥R 'ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC
g i;zusxssmra DEPT WASH DC AM ES r
ELMS. CIA | - . >
0 3107072 ZYH ZFF4 ——— o~ o :
FM_ADM SHARP, CINGPAC, HAWALL ' DECLAS
ZEH _-«—a_ N 3-25-7
T0 P 6F GRET EVES ONLY SEGTION ONE OF TWO By G Dm&-——--4?
‘1. 1 HAVE JUST TALKED WITH WESTY BY TELEPHONE. HE PROVIDED :
ME AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION AS OF NOW BY SEGCURE .
TELEPHONE AND FILLED IN THE COMPLETE DETAILS WHIGH FOLLOW.

2. THE SITUATION IS STILL CONFUSED BUT IT IS APPARENT THAT

THE ENEMY MAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE GENERAL STATE OF RELAX-

"ATION EXISTING DURING TET. HIS FORCES INFILTRATED INTO SAIGON

YN CIVILIAN CLOTHES. THEY ARE MOVING THROUGHOUT THE CITY
IAINST GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND IN A GENERAL CAMPAIGN TO

TERRORIZE AND KILL CIVILIANS. THEIR CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN WELL

PLANNED AND OBVIOUSLY FORMED OVER A LONG PERIOD OF ,TIME.

S« THE EXPECTED ATTACK AGAINST KHE SAN OR ACROSS THE DuZ

- HAS NOT MATERIALAIZED, BUT IT COULD COME MOMENTARILY AND

WE MUST BE READY FOR IT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE MASSIVE - .

- AIR ATTACKS CONDUCTED IN I CTZ AND ALONG THE DMZ MAY HAVE ; :

THROWN HIM OFF HIS TIME TABLE BUT THE THREAT OF HIS ATTACK

STILL REMAINS, -

4. IN THE CAPITAL DISFRICT ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC ATTACKS

TOOK PLACE AGAINST THE U.S. EMBASSY. THE ENEMY BLEW A HOLE

IN THE WALL AND ATTEMPTED TO ENTER ACROSS THE COMPOUND. A

- DETACHMENT OF THE 101ST AIRBORNE LANDED ON THE ROOF AND

JOINED MARINE GUARDS AND MPS IN REPELLING THE ATTACK. WESTY

- HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THE EMBASSY WHERE HE VIEWED 1S VC

~ BODIES ON THE GROUND OQUTSIDE THE EMBASSY BUILDING. WESTY STATES

THAT NO VC ACTUALLY ENTERED THE BUILDING. THIS CHANGES MANY CONe .

FLICTING REPORTS WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED EARLIER IN THE DAY ?

INDICATING THAT ENEMY TROOPS WERE ACTUALLY INSIDE THE EMBASSY. - ‘

- ONE MARINE WAS KIA, AND 4-5 ARMY MPS WERE KILLED AT THE .

EMBASSY. THE BUILDING WAS PARTIALLY DEFACED BUT THERE IS NO

STRUCTURAL DAMAGE., THERE IS MINOR DAMAGE IN THE LOGBY DOWNe '

~ STAIRS BUT NOTHING THAT CANNOT BE REPAIRED, s

' 5, THE ENEMY HAS BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN GETTING INTO TAN SON - O e
NHUT AND A FRIENDLY BATALLION IS NOW SWEEPING THE FICLD. TWO '

"ROOPS OF CAVALRY HAVE ARRIVE AT TSN AND ONE COMHANY IS !

ENGAGING THE ENEMY IN THE RACE TRACK AREA. THERE IS A BIG : T

FIGHT NOW IN PROCESS THERE. ROCKETS FROM Us.S. GUN SHIPS COULD j

. .BE HEARD OVERHEAD WHILE GENERAL WESTMORELAND MADE TKIS ' . 7
$ﬁPD§T. H$ ADVISED THAT THE IMPACT WAS APPROXIMATE Y 1000 e

ARDS AWAY. _

- o v . v il



6. AN ORDNANCE DEPOT IN GIA DINH Pnouimcs HAS BEEN PENETRATED
BY THE VC AND THEY ARE NOW BEING ENGAGED BY ARVN RANGERS. A VC
CAPTAIN HAS BEEN CAPTURED AND CLAIMS THAT 30 VC BATTALIONS ARE

IN THE ENVIRONS OF SAIGON. ANOTHER POW STATES THAT 21 BATTALIONS -

HAVE INFILTRATED THE CITY. BOTH REPORTS ARE UNCONFIRMED BUT IT
IS OBVIOUS THAT INFILTRATION IS WIDESPREAD, THAT THE ENEMY CAN

BE EXPECTED IN ANY KIND OF UNIFORM, AND THAT HE IS WELL EQUIPPED

AND ARMED WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. ATTACKS HAVE TAKEN PLACE
%%AIN§¥YTHE PALACE, SEVERAL OF OUR B0OQS AND GENERALLY THROUGHOUT
EC z - . :
7. BIEN HOA IS CLOSED TO JETS BUT THE VNAF IS TAKING OFF ON AN
OPEN RUNWAY. THERE IS ROCKET FIRE NOW TAKING PLACE THERE, WITH
A BATTALION SWEEPING THE AREA. THE ENEMY HAS ATTACKED THE POW
CAMP AT HIEN HOA BUT HAS NOT PENETRATED. I1 FIELD FORCE HEAD=-
QUARTERS HAS BEEN INFILTRATED AND MORTARED WITH ONE FRIENDLY
KIA. 199TH BRIGADE HAS BEEN IN AN INTENSE FIRE FIGHT WITH THE
ENEMY IN A VILLAGE NORTHEAST OF BIEN HOA. FIRST REPORTS INDICATE
THAT UPWARDS OF 500 ENEMY KIA MIGHT BE ANTICIPATED, BUT WESTY
DOES NOT ATTACH TOO MUCH RELIABILITY TO THIS FIRST REPORT. OUR
CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN LIGHT IN THE {SSTH.

gk NOTEs DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS.
0 - .
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DG YEHERS 16 0311305
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F GEN WHEELER CJCS WASH DG ,

“TO GEN JOHNSON C/S ARMY , - s w N

GEN MCCONNEL C/S AIR FORCE - L c {]

ADM MOORER GNO . R | ;o :
ZEN/GEN CHAPMAN GHC e :

MR ROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC N

¥R ‘RUSK STATE DEPT WASH DC ) |
MR HELMS CIA : . . .
" US10918Z ZYH ZFF-1 ‘ ©
. ¥1 GEN WESTMORELAND GOMUSMAGY SALGON
 TO GEN WHEELER CJC5 WASHINGTON

DI SHARP CINGPAC HAVALL | R

E! ' ' ' ' =
| SSE=URP—F-MAC 01445 EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF TWo .
REF:  NHCC MSG 3101272 - ‘

IV Tz -

THE SITUATION IN IV CTZ IS NOT CLEAR, BUT A SERIES OF ATTACKS ;
HAVE BEEN MADE BY FIRE AND GROUND ELEMENTS AGAINST Y THO, CAI LAY, {
CHAU PHU (TOWN OVERRUN), TRUC GIANG, QUANG LONG, VINH LONG CITY, -~ - ' |
VUNG LIEM, SA DEC, CAN THO, SOC TRANG, RACH GIA AND VINH LOI. - . ’
THE MOST SERIOUS SITUATION APPEARS TO BE AT VINH LONG AND IN CHAU W s
DUC PROVINCE, ALL ENENMY ACTIONS HAVE BEEN MET BY ARVN REACTION ¥

 FORCES. I AM PASSING OPCON OF THE MRF TO SA IV CTZ TO ASSIST IN . ol
" COUNTER=-ATTACKS. . .

* DECLASSIFIED

AnthorityngS /0 -/00&% B | \a _
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NDICATES THAT TWENTY=-FOUR AIRFIELDS HAVE
BEEN HIT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

‘ IT IS ESTIMATED THAT ENEMY HAS LOST OVER 3,000 KIA SINCE
291800H, WITH FRIENDLY KIA HEPORTED AT LESS THAN 500, INCLUDING AN
ESTIMQTED 100 U.S, KIA.. '

" ENEMY SITUATION

ENEMY ATTACKS DURING THE TET HOLIDAYS REVEAL AN ENPHASIS
ON DRAMATIC RESULTS IN HEAVILY POPULATED AREAS AND DAMAGE TO FRIENDLY
AIR INSTALLATION., MILITARILY, THESE ARE DIVERSIONARY EFFORTS WHILE
THE ENEMY PREPARES FOR HIS MAJOR ATTACK IN NORTHERN I CTZ. HIS
TARGETING OF AIRFIELDS ARE DESIGNED TO HINDER FRIENDLY AIR SUPPORT.
THE ENEMY ALSO HOPES FOR CONSIDERABLE PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT BOTH IN
SOUTH VIETNAM AND WORLDWIDE. AT A MINIMUM, HE PROBABLY EXPECTS
THESE ACTIONS TO PREVENT A REPETITION OF LAST YEAR'S HEAVY LOSSES TO
THE CHIEU HOI PROGRAM AROUND TET.

ENEMY ATTACKS ON 30 JANUARY WERE CONFINED PRIMARILY TO
MR V AND NOT PARTICIPATED IN BY ENEMY UNITS IN THE COSVN AREA OR IN
NORTHERN I CORPS. THE 31 JANUARY ATTACKS WERE PRIMARILY CONCENTRATED
IN THE COSVN AREA, WITH A FEW OF THE PREVIOUS DAY'S ATTACKS CONTIN-
UING IN MR V, THUS FAR, THE ENEMY UNITS CONDUCTING THE ATTAGKS HBVE

\

!

.ONG BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE AREA OF CONTACT AND IN MOST CASES THEIR
LANS AND PREPARATIONS FOR RECENT ACTIONS WERE KNOWN. THE POSSIBLE
SXCEPTION 1S THE PROBABLE PRESENCE OF THE 167, 169, & 506 BNS AND
EPORTED- PRESENCE OF 272D VC REGIMENT IN THE ATTACKS ON TAN SON NHUT.'
WWEVER, -THIS REPORT REMAINS UNCONFIRMED.

. IN VIEW OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND HIS ACTIVITIES OVER THE PAST
WO DRYS WE BELIEVE THAT HE CAN CONTINUE SIMILAR ATTACKS FOR AT
EAST ANOTHER DAY-OR TWO. THESE ADDITIONAL ATTACKS SHOULD BE EXPECTED
%S A PRELUDE TO MAJOR OFFENSIVE EFFORT IN NORTHERN I CTZ.

THE ENEMY. AROUND KHE SANH, IN THE DMZ, AND AT TRI THIEN
fILITARY REGION COULD ATTACK AT ANY TIME. HOWEUER, THERE ARE NO SIGNS
T PRESENT THAT THE ENEMY WILL MOUNT AN ATTACK IN THESE AREAS WITH-
‘N THE NEXT 24 HOURS. ENEMY PLANS HAVE ALMOST CERTAINLY BEEN DISRUPTED
‘0 SOME EXTENT BY FRIENDLY AIR AND ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT IN THE AREA.
- THE ENEMY ATTEMPTS HAVE THUS FAR PRODUCED NO SIGNIFICANT MILI~-
"ARY RESULTS AND HAVE COST THE ENEMY HEAVILY. INCOMPLETE REPORTS .
‘NDICATE THAT THE ENEMY HAS LOST AT LEAST 3000 KILLED IN ACTION, DUE
'0 THE NATURE OF THESE ACTIONS A LARGE NUMBER OF ENEMY HAVE ALSC
EEN CAPTURED, BUT WE KAVE NO RELIABLE FIGURES NOV.

50 NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS o ' .

50
THEERET gy onY |
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MEMORANDUM 2cC

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON l

—-eECREP—— January 31, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Rostow
Herewith Gen, Westmoreland's telephonic answezrs to the President's questions,

1. Casualties to date

From the beginning of the planned truce-at 6 P. M. s 29 January, the
following casualties have been suffered by us or inflicted on the enemy:

-~ Friendly: 421 killed in action, including 189 U.S.

-- Enemy: 4, 320 killed in action
1,811 detainees, many of whom are prisoners of war

2, Enemy capacity to sustain present campaign

We see this as a 3-phase campaign.

The first phase involved build-up, sporadic attack, and a well-orchestrated
psychological warfare program against the population,

We are now in the second phase, which is an all-out military effort
throughout South Viet Nam, except for the two northern provinces. The enemy
has achieved some local successes, but the initiative is turning against them,
However, we feel that he has the capability of continuing this phase for perhaps
several more days at great risk to himself,

(i)
~ kl:‘ Q-gm— ‘The third phase will involve a massive attack in Quang Tri and Quang Nam
provinces,

+ The enemy is now poised for this phase which he considers his de-
cisive campaign ., Our air strikes have blunted his attack, but we still give him
the capability to strike at any time with large forces supported by an abundance
of artillery and rockets,

3. Relationship between North Vietnamese and North Korean actions

It would seem to us there is a relationship,

4, Is there a military impasse in South Viet Nam?

We do not think the situation in South Viet Nam is at an impasse, since
the initiative is turning in favor of the government and the allies, and the enemy
is suffering unprecedented casualties, indeed,

DECLASSIFIED
.  SEGRET—
Authority 25¢ /= 5%

By. g_ug , NARS, Datew
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5. Is the enemy holding any towns in South Viet Nam now ?

The enemy does not control any single town in South Viet Nam,

However, he has some degree of control in several towns. Specifically,
he now has forces in Quang Tri, Hue, Duy Xuan, Kontum City, Chau Phu
and Ben Tre, and scattered elements in Saigon,

I repeat, he does not control any single town, In those areas where the
enemy has troops, they are confronted by Vietnamese troops and fighting continues,

6. What political and psirchological problems do Ambassador Bunker and
General Westmoreland foresee ?

It seems to Ambassador Bunker and me that initially there will be some
adverse psychological impact on the people and the government. However, if
the government handles the matter carefully, they can use the opportunity to
improve their position with the people.

President Thieu has the opportunity to exercise rare leadership,

The National Assembly has the opportunity to be more constructive.

President Thieu has declared martial law, but this will have to be
approved by the Assembly after 12 days in accordance with the Constitution,
The situation should not slow down major programs for a prolonged period.

@ will.-harden the government's position on negotiations with the Front, It may
set back civilianization of the government,

Military success should give the Army of South Viet Nam and its
leadership self-confidence and should encourage the acceleration of their

improvement,

ROBERT M. GINSBURGH



THE WINTE [IIOUSLE F§
WASHINGTON
CONFIDENTIAL ld

January 31, 1958

MEMORANDUM TO: Secretary of State
. Secretary ci Defense
Director, Bureau of the Budget

I have. been giving every moment, aside from time spent in

eetings, to quiet thought about the crises which have blown up
in -,he last week, pariicularly in Viet Nam and Korea, but also
some here at home,

In general, it appears to be the judgment of our enemies that
we are sufficiertly wezk and uncertain 2t home, suilficiently
stretched in our military dispositions abroad, and sufficiently
anxious to end the war in Viet Nam so that we are likely to
accept, if not defeat, at least a degree of humiliation, Itis
some such appreciation that raust account for: his seizure of
the PUEBLO; tke attacks across the DMZ at the 38th parallsl;
the mobilization of 40,000 men at the 17th parallel; the attacks
on the cities and towns and airfields in South Viet Nam.

In one way or another in the days ahead, we have io rally our
country so that the enemy cornes to believe that we will insist
on even-handed application of rules of internatioral law --
like the freedom of the seas -- and the terms of internationzl
agreements -- like the armistice agreements in Korea and the
Geneva Accords of 1954 and 1962.

Before proposing a course of action, we may wish to see what

he manian brings us tomorrow; but it is my present judgment
the Ru bring t row; but it Y T t judgme
that we should:

-- respond to Kosygin's letter on the PUEBLO;

-L_g_:rengi‘.he:x_our military positions in L_:eth-«a-.n and Xorea

- 80 to the Connrres.-, and the coa-ﬁ'ry seekinz additional
support for our p*ocrrc_"na)\a::q gréater unity in facing
the present crises,

I would wish yon, therefore, to put the ablest men who report to
you at work to recommend action along these lines., Amonr the
measuras to be considered are these:

- _ - Presidential authority to extend tours of duty,and-tou
: C? call up iadividuals with special technical qualificatfons ~
DECLASSIFIED for military service; '
" Authority 050 10-25-78° Nsc 8-/4-§0 - .

'By3K (in0), NARS, Date §-23:40° - iy - S . SN
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' A >
-- an exira $100 million in military aid for South Korea; é}“ﬁ-j%—gx'
: : _ g

-~ prompt lifting of the gold cover;

-- prompt passage of the tax bill;

-- allocation of funds for the Price Stebilization Bba:’d;

-- freeing of exchange stabilization fund to defend the dollar;
-- trade and tourist legislation.

I wish a preliminary report at 5:00 p. m. this afternoon, January 31,

and your final recommendations tomorrow,
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Province
et o T
I Coros

i e,

‘Quang Tri
- Thua Thien

II Coz;'ps

Kontum
Pleiku
- Binh Dinh
! .. - _Pm Yen
' Darlac
Khanh Hoa
Ninh Thuan
Binh Thuan

*

s ‘g acllg
J&qaf\_‘i‘f §0 25D 31, 1968

2c ¢

5 provinces, 5 province cavitals hit

Danang city was also hit.

— | e
Quang Tri 'e
Hue - -

. Hoi An A 1€
Tam Ky : - Ko sThd
Quang Ngai | S}S

12 provinces, 8 province capitals hit

Kontum
Pleiku

Qui Nhon
Tuy Hoa
Banme thuot
Nha Trang
Phan Rang
Phan Thiet

(Phu Bon, Quang Duc, Tuven Duc, Iam Dong province capitals not hit)
Cam Ranh nunicipality hit, Dalat municipality notht

- IIT Cbro_s_

'Bien Hoa
Gia Dinh

.. 1) provinces, 2 province capitals hit

Bien Hoa
Saigon area - Gia Dinh

i (Phwoc ILong, Binh Iong, Tay Ninh, Binh Duong, Hau Nghia, Iong Khanh,
: ‘Binh Tuy, Pauoc Tuy, Iong 2n province capitals not hit) '

Saigon runicipality hit

IV Coros

Dinh Tuong
Go Cong
Kien Hoa
Vinh Binn
Vinh Ieng
‘Sa Dac
Kien Phong
Chau Dcc
Kien Giang
- Ba Xuyen
Bac Lieu .
An Xuyen
Phong Dinh

16 provincas, 13 province capitals hit

Mytho

Go Cong

Ben Tre (Truc Giang)
Tra Vinn (Phu Vinh)
Vinh Long

Sa D=c

Cao I=nh

Chau Phu(Chau Doc)
Rach Gla

‘Soc Trang

Bac Lieu (Vinh ILoi)
Ca Mau (Quan Long)
Cantho '

(Kien Tucng, Chucng Taien, An Giang prevince capitals not hit) .




SOUTH \-/I,ETNAM .'
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS -

Provinces whose cepitals were attacked , DEMARCATION Liv
or harassed on the nights of January — =7
29-30 and 39-31 are undzrlined in blue QUANG TRI /.
PR ST S A e T el Sl = ST e
(28 of k) R Hue
———— . . . » ) PR« Filtra
THIN 4

Autononous municipalities attacked or

= - - Da Nanz
—-—harassed on szwme nights are underlired gl.,........_...-a—a'l-

in ?frr:‘-:n gs;:.igon, Da Nang and Cemi Ranh) . Tham | CORPS
Municipalities of ‘Hue (attacked) and - s
Dalat (uo enemy action) are not counted QUANG TIN

because they are also the capitals of
Thua Thisn and Tuyen Duc provinces
respectively. . :

sraamseas Military corps boundary

— Province boundary

Dalat  Autonomous municipality

PLEIKU

L=

g 25 50 75 100 Miles
1]

25 50 75 100 Kilometers

v
~
DAQ
PHY Quec

1EN GIANG)

ey Rl e
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/ LiEy .
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{Administered G2 Saigan)
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INFORMATION 2
—SEseRer—
Wednesday, January 31, 1968 -- 1:00 p.m.

Mr. Preeident:

You might wlsh to read what I had just
finished dictating before you put me to work on
the Friday message,

1 shall drop the Kosygin draft leiter; although
you rnight wish to send 2 letter to him simultaneously
with your mescage to Congress.

W. W. Rostow

DECLASSIFIED 40
* Authority 032 (0-35° 78: NSC g-19-

. . g-29-80
By-ﬁ—({i’-)', NARS, Date S

WWRostowirln




DECLASSIFIED |
Avthority D50 15:25-80, Nic §42-80 Wednesday, January 31, 1963
“SEERE¥By K (ip) NARS, Date_6-29-80  11:45 a.m.

S o
MR, PRESIDENT:; _',
1. I gave some quiet thought last night to our position in the face of

the crises in Viet Nam and Korea; and, also, to the enemy's view of cur
position, '

2, In general, it appears to be his judgment that we are sufficienily woak
and uncertain at home, sufficiently stretched in our military dispositicns abroad,
and sufficiently anxzious to get the war in Viet Nam off our necks, so that we
are likely to accept not defeat, but what I might call unbilanced or "double
standard' behavior., For exanmple:

-=- a degree of humiliation in order to get the men of the PUEBLO and
the ship back;

~= a defensive stance in the face of inéraasing incursicns across the
38th parallel and the attack on President Park;

-~ gross and open violations of the DMZ at the 17th parallel without
our moving ground forces into North Viet Nam;

-~ increasingly overt violation of Laos and Cambodia, despite inter-
national obligations to the contrary;

-- a formula for negotiations which promises, in effect, nothing but
talk for a major military act -- the end of the bombing of North Viet Nam,

3. In one way or another in the days ahead, we have to rally our country
so that the enemy comes to believe that we will insist on a single standard
in the application of rules of international law and the terms of international
agreements,

4, Before proposing a course of action, I believe we raust wait a few
days to see what we get out of the Rumanian (who arrives in Bucharest
tomorrow, ¥ebruary lst) and cut of the North Koreans at Paasmunjom,
Right now, therefore, 1 am not proposing a course of action.

5. But let us assume that the Rumanian gives us an unsatisfactory
answer, while urging us to keep the channel open; and that the North Koreans
demand some kind of phony apology based on the Captain's'confession' in
order to get our men and ship back. In the circumstances, I believe, we
should consider three courses of action which would represent not a radical
change in our present policy, but a stiffering of that policy. The three actions
would be: : '




—SECRET -2-

-- a letter to Kosygin (I attach at Tab A a rough draft ¢o give you
the flavor of what I have in mind);

-~ a somawhat toughenad set of military moves in both Viet Nam and
Korea, the exact character of which we would have to work out with
the JCS and Defense;

-=- going to the Congress and the counizy on the theme of "a single
standard” asking for support for a limited group of additional
measures, but in so doing signaling to the world this stiffering of
the national spina,

6. If you decided to move down this path in the days ahead you would,
I am sure, wish to get as much of the Congressional Leadership aboard
from the beginning a3 possible -- and possibly even groups like the Douglas
Comrmittee, labor a2nd business leaders, etc.
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STATEMZNT OF REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES
'LIBERATION RADIC (CLANDESTINE) IN VIETNAMESE 1116 GMT | FEB 63 B
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— i i, casinaz

_(STATEﬁLNT BY HEADQUARTERS OF THZ REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES)

(TEXT> ON 31 JANUARY 1963, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
ARMED FORCES--THE COMMANDING ORGAN OF VARIOUS PATRIOTIC SOUTH -
VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES, WHICH IS COMMANDING THE GENERAL OFFENSIVE
AIMED AT TOPPLING THZ THIEU-XY PUPPET REGIME AND RESTORING NATIONAL
INPEPENDENCE, PEACE, SOVEREIGNTY, DEMOCRACY, AND HAPPINESS TO THE
PEOPLE--ISSUED A STATEMNENT ADDRESSED TO ALL VIETNAWESE PEOPLE.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE STATEMENT IS AS FOLLOWS:

COMPATRIOTS, THE GENERAL OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE THILU-KY CLIQUE

YOU HWVE WAITLD FOR SO LONG HAS ARRIVED. THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMED
FORCES, UNSWZRING THE ASPIRATIONS AND THE ANGER OF ALL VIETNAMESE
PEOULE, HAVE LAUNCHED ATTACKS AGAINST OUR SWORN ENEMY, WE TELL OUR
COMPATRIOTS THWT WX ARE DETERMINED TO TOPPLE THE REGIME OF THE
TRAITCROUS THIEU-RY CLIQUE AND TO PUNISH AND ANNIKILATE THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN MASSACRING, AND OPPRESSING OUR COMPATRIOTS. OUR GOAL OF
STRUGGLE 1S 70 RESTORE INDEPENDENCE, PEACE, AND SOVEREIGNTY TO THE
NATICN, UND TO WREST BACK DEMOCRACY AND HAPPINESS FOR THE PEOPLE.
WE ARE GOING TO SET UP A GOVERNMENT WHICH WILL BE ENTIRELY OURS,

A GOVERNMENT SERVING THE FATHERLAND AND THE PEOPLE.,

TO PERMIT THZ ARMEZD FORCES TO FULFILL THEIR SACRED TASKS VE ‘ f
ASK OUR COMPATRIOTS TO:

’

l--EET IN TOUCH WITH US CONCERNING THE ATTACKS AND PURSUIT OF THE ¢
U.S.-PUPPET FORCES. _ ‘

2--HELP US ARREST ALL THE U,S.-PUPPET CRUEL HENCHMEN,

BEING THE SONS AND BROTHERS OF THE PEOPLE, THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMED

FORCES wWILL TRY THZIR BEST TO WIN VICTORY AT ANY COST FOR THZ FATHHRLQNDI
AND PEOPLE,

(SIGNED) 31 JANUARY 1958, THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY
ARMED FORCES.

1 FEB 1321Z GKE/BK
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
’ 26
/ DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH e/g/O/{é’ 99
L__;_ﬁg' o < 25,525+ February 1, 1968 .
To  : The Secretary By_.a‘é__- , NARS, Date 3-2.L2
mdlﬁ'l: S/S ]LOG"

From : INR - Thomas L. Hughes

Subject: The Comminist Offensive: A Situation Summary

N®
The unprecedented Commmnist offensive against Scuth Vietnamese urban centers

lauriched on Jaruary 30 has abated samewhat, but a number of towns are still actively
engaged by Communist troops or remain under the threat of Commmnist attac:k; A
detailed resure of Commurist actions in all Corps areas is attached.

The intensity of the Communist effort is reflected in the fact that 29 of South

Vietnam's 44 provincial capitals, from northernmost Quang Tri to southernmost

An Xuyen, were hit by artillery or mortar fire or by ground attack. Sixteen of 'these
capitals were penetrated by Cbmmiét armed forces and an additional eight, Qui Nhon,
Hue, Hoi An, Kcntum, Nha Trang, Chau Doc (Chau Phu) , Ben Tre, and Dalat were at some
point actually under at least partial Communist control (see map). Hue, Kontum, Chau
Doc, Ben Tre, and Dalat are still under some degree of Cammunist control. | Indeed,
Communist forces in Hue hold about one-half of the city, including the airfield and
the Citadel.

In addition to Hue and Dalat, three of the four other autonamous municipalities

were also hit and penetrated. The attack on Danang, with which the Commnists

initiated their cffens:.ve, involved smultanews actions against several militarv instal

lations. In Saigon, an estimated Communist force of 3 battal;.ors laun ched ccordinated
attacks on a nunber of Vietnamese and US :facilities, including the American Enbassy,

the Presidential Palace, and Tan Son Nhut airport. In Dalat, a Communist company

seized the US military billet and moved into the center of the city, while Communist

: GROUP 3
demplition teams damaged a ship in Cam Ranh. Doinm=adni a% 12 year
o e g s ek
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The Comunists also attacked 19 district capitals. In Quang Ngai province, three
of the ten district capitals—Binh Son, Son Tinh, and Nghia Hanh, all close to the
provincial capital--were hit on January 31 by cxnordinatéd mortar and ground élttacks.
In Quang Nam province, the district capital of Duy Xuyen is now occupied by Communigit

farces. In addition to US installations in Saigon, Camumnist forces attacked and/or

shelled other major US installations, including Chu Lai, Phu Bai, II Field Force Head-
quarters ocutside Bien Hoa, and Marble Mountain and the airbase at Danang.

The most intense eéffort was in Corps I and II where the Cammunists committed
appreciable strength and fought sustained or intermittent engagements to retain the
towns,as in Kontum, Hoi An, Hue, and Ban Me Thuot. In Kontum, an enemy force-of three
Viet Cong carpanies and cne North Vietnamese Army (NVA) battalion continues to press
the defenders and to occupy one-half of the city. Comunist forces have attacked
and penetrated Ban Me Thuot repeatedly since January 30, and heavy fighting is continuir
in the city. In Corps I, all five provincial capitals were attacked and penetrated;
six Corps I district capitals were attacked, two of which are still under Camunist

control. In Corps II, the Communists attacked nine of the 12 province capitals, of

which five were penetrated and four occupied by enemy forces; three Corps II district

cap:.tals were also attacked of which two were tenporarily overrun.

In Corps III, the Camunist effort initially was directed almost entirely against
Saigon ard the immediate surrounding area of Gia Dinh and Bien Hoa, although Communist
harassment now seems to be spreading to district towns around Saigon. Elsewheré in
Carps III and in Corps IV, the Communists seemed to ﬁave engaged primarily in harassing
and hit-and-run actions by smaller forces. 'cheve.r, a full battalion entered the town

of My Tho, and the Communists apparently succeeded in isolating a US compound.

—ORXETEENTERSAN0 'OREIGH DISSEM
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While 13 of the 16 province capitals were attacked in Corps IV, only six were
penetrated and only two were occupied, Chau Doc and Ben Tre where heavy fighting
is still going on. Although seven district capitals were attacked in Corps IV,

only one was penetrated or occupied.

—SEBEREPIATNO FOREIGN DISSLEM
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RESUME BY CORPS AREAS

I Corps

.Quang Tri province: Provincial capital of Quang Tri initially hit by limited
rocket attacks and Comunist infiltration. On 31 January VC/NVA launched heavy
rortar, rocket, and ground attacks and 2 NVA battalions attacked and penetrated
city briefly. Allied units are now in control but enemy forces reported to be
‘grouped in suburbs of town. NVA/NC launched two battalion attack on 1 February,
but attack was repulsed and most areas of city are now under government control.

Thua Thien province: Provincial capital of Hue came under heavy mortar, rocket,
and ground attack cn 31 January. The enemy, initially two companies, gained

control of at least one-half the city, including the airfield and the Citadel.
Most allied compounds weére reported secure, but on 1 February NVA 6th Reginent
was reported still in control of key sector of town. Phu Loc district capital

was seized by enemy force on 1 February. Phu Bai has been under occasional
nortar and rocket attack.

Quang Ngai province: Province capital of Quang Ngai city and three nearby
district capitals (Binh Son, Son Tinh, and Ncghia Hanh) all suffered heavy
mortar and ground attacks on 31 January following earlier, lighter attacks

on Quang Ngai city. While Allies have retained control, pockets of resistance
remain throughout Quang Ngai city.

Quang Nam province: Province capital of Hoi An came under heavy ground attack

an 30 January by VC/NVA units which seized many installations, including hospitals,
ARVN conpound, and airfield, as well as most of city. RX forces regained

control of city, but Hoi An continues to receive minor harassment. District
capitals of Dien Ban and Duy Xuyen have been hit by strong ground forces and
mortar fire, and Duy Xuyen was occupied by enemy force.

Quang Tin province: Province capital of Tam Ky was hit by heavy mortar and
small arnmsfire and by a graund assault by two NVA battalions which succeeded
in penetrating the city briefly before attack was repulsed. Enemy forces
remain on outskirts of town. Chu Lai airfield has suffered occasional rocket
‘and nortar shellings.

Danang: Eneny forces launched coordinated small arms, mortar, rocket, and
ground attacks 30 January against city, the airbase, a highway bridge, and
Vietnamese Carps and US marine HQ's in the Danang area. The enemy simultanecusly
mortared other installations, including the Marine air facility at "Marble
Mountain". Allied forces regained control of the city although fighting
continues in the area and the airbase remains subject to repeated mortar and
rocket attacks. NVA/VC have launched tiwree ground attacks against key bridge.
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II COJ_.’ES

Kontum province: The provincial capital of Kontum city, the airfield,

24th Special Zone and Sector HQ's, and nearby special forces canp have been

hit repeatedly by NVAAC ground forces and mortar fire since early 30 January.
As of 1 February, enemy (reportedly 3 VC companies and 1 NVA battalion) continue
to occupy most of city although allied forces occupy all military installations.
Kontum airfield is closed. North of Kontum, Tan Canh village, base carp of
ARVN 42nd Regiment, was hit and overrun 30 January and hit again 1 February.
Much of the village has reportedly been burned

Pleiku province: On 30 January, after heavy rocket barrage against provincial
capital of Pleiku city, airfield, and Montagnard training center, 500-700
Comunists assaulted and penetrated city. Control now re-established in city
but skirmishing and mortar attacks continue around city. Plei Djereng Special
Farces canp suffered rocket attack on 31 January.

Darlac province: Province capital of Ban Me Thuot hit repeatedly since 30
January by heavy NVANC ground and mortar attacks. Main targets have been
airfield, MACV compound, Sector HQ, and ARVN 23rd Division HQ. Enemy forces
have penetrated into city several times. Fighting has been very heavy and
is now taking place in city itself.

Khanh Hoa: Two NVA battalions attacked province capital of Nha Trang on

30 January and occupied Sector HQ, province HQ, nearby special forces camp,
radio station, jail, and railway staticn. After two days of fighting, allies
regained control, but scattered sniping ¢ontinues an fringes of town. Air

base and special forces camp occasicnally mortared. Allied installations,

power stations, and PP training center in Ninh Hoa, the district capital north
of Nha Trang, have been attacked twice. Enemy briefly overran town but friendly
forces regained control. Cam Lam district capital was attacked on 30 January
but ROK forces re-established control.

Phu Yen province: NVA elements launched heavy attack 30 January on province
capital of Tuy Hoa and succeeded in entering city. Allied forces regained
control relatively quickly, although sporadic fighting continues on cutskirts
of city.

Binh Dinh province: VC penetrated province capital of Qui Nhon and seized

radio station, railway station, and maintenance area. US airbase mortared.
Allied forces have regained control although sniping within and skirmishing
around city continues. VC sapper attack on 1 February repulsed; northeast

of city remained insecure. Phu Cat district capital was struck 31 Jamary

by heavy mortar fire and ground attack.

Ninh Thuan province: Enemy entered province capital of Phan Rang an 30 January
but were driven cut.

. __OONRIDENEEAEANO-FOREIGQ! DISSEM
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II Corps (contd.)

Binh Thuan province: Province capital of Phan Thiet attacked 31 January
by an estimated VC/NVA force of two battalions. Enemy attacked under
cover of mortar fire; main target appeared to be MACV compound. Enemy
forces penetrated the city but were repulsed. Enemy mortaring continues
but city is regarded as secure.

Dalat: Dalat, autonomous municipality end province capital of Tuyen Duc.
province, hit by mortar and small arms attack on 1 February by VC company.
Enemy seized US military billet, market place, and other points in city.

' Cam Ranh: Underwater demolition teams damaged one ship on 30 January; airfield
at nearby Dong Ba Thin shelled sare day.

—CONFIPENTIAL/NU FOREIGN DISSEM
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III .C@s

Gia Dinh province and Saigon: Estimated three battalion VC force 31 January
launched coordinated attack on key targets in Saigon area, including US Enbassy,
Presidential Palace, Vietnamese Navy HQ, Saigon radio station, .US billets.

As VC elements swept through city, they struck at other buildings as well.

Tan Son Nhut came under heavy mortar and ground attack and the engagement
continued through 31 January. Enemy forces remain centered near Tan Son Nhut
and the Cholon area in An Quang pagoda. GUN attempts to clean up area have
been rebuffed.

Bien Hoa province: Province capital of Bien Hoa city, including airbase and
III Carps HQ, and US II Field Force HQ and supply depot at Long Binh came
under heavy mortar and ground attacks throughout 31 January.

Hau Nghia province: . District capital Duc Hoa and the ARVN 25th Division
Tactical Operations Center received heavy mortar and ground attacks from
an estimated three VC conpanies. Qu Chi, District HQ of US 25th Division,
attacked on 1 February following heavy mortar and rocket attack an US canp.

Binh Duong province: District capital of Phuoc Vinh mortared on 1 February.

Tay Ninh province: VC attacks reported in province.

— _COEBAFINEANO FOREIGN DISSEM



https://coord:inat.ed

__COE Ll O FOREI@ DISSEM

IV Corps

Dinh Tuong province: Light VC action reported throughout province. One enemy
battalion entered province capital of My Tho and isolated US conpound. On

1 February My Tho was reported to be under contmumg heavy attack. Sporadic
light firing reported on district capitals in Cai ILay and Cai Be.

Go Cong province: Go Cong city, province capital, was mortared on 31 January.

Kien Hoa province: Province capital of Ben Tre reported under heavy attack
by six VC companies and rockets. VC cntered town but forced to cutskirts
where a VC regiment reportedly now luks. On 1 February, Ben Tre repoarted
one-fourth city destroyed and under h:avy attack with situation critical.
District capitals Ba Tri and Binh Dai also mortared.

Vinh Binh province: Province capital of Tra Vinh reported two battalion VC
attack on 31 January. Enemy reportedLy penetrated province chief's compound;
reinfaorcements were airlifted :Ln. Moderate contact continues on cutskirts
of town.

Vinh Long province: Province capital of Vinh Long,nearby airfield twice
attacked by mortars and ground action. Fighting in streets reported on 31
January but situation returned to normal following day. District capital of
Vung Liem also reported under fire ani ground attack and possibly overrun.

Sa Dec province: Province capital of Sa Dec reported light fighting on 31 January.

‘Kien Giang province: Province capital of Rach Gia reported sporadic mortar
and small arms fire against the city and heavy fighting ocutside city during
31 January.

Ba Xuyen province: Province capital of Soc Trang reported 31 Jamuary attack
by ane VC battalion and light fighting in streets. Enemy mortared and attacked
airfield 31 January-1 February.

Phong Dinh province: Province capita'. of Can Tho reported 31 Jamary that city
and airfield under mortar and ground ttack. Heavy fighting throughocut province.
Can Tho under control and attackers ripulsed but contact continues outside city.
On 1 February radio station came unde: attack and VC still holding ocut in small
pockets in city. Two district capita's have received harassing fire.

An Xuyen province: Provincial capitil of Quan Long attacked and penetrated
by VC faorce of undetermined size. Siimation now reported under control.

Kien Phong province: Province capital of Cao Lanh reparted under fire and
ground attack on 31 January. Situation under control and returning to normal
on following day.

——-CONEIDRETA A FOREIGN DISSEM
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IV Corps (contd.)

Chau Loc province: Province capital of Chau Doc (Chau Phu) reported under .
heavy ground and fire attacks on 31 Jamuary. Anmericans reported evacuated
from city. One ARVN battalion reportedly engaging VC force in streets of city
on 1 Pebruary.

© Bac Licu province: Province capital of Bac Lieu reported under fire and

ground attack on 31 January but situstion remained under control.

_ CONBIDERMREEEAMO-RORMIAN DISSEM
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Estima’ce ‘of Maximum U. S. Capability to Reinforce
SEA with Land Forces .

-1
3 A

-y

Time From Go-Ahead

N o Deployable to Closure (Days) -
: Meneuver Within  No Diversion  L40% Diversion
Battalions (Days) _ of SEA Air Lift of SEA Air I4ift

By Air

: ‘e
2nd Airborne Division 9 7 30 8-10
By SFA b/ :
Znd Mariné Division ¢/ 62 . 7-1k4 50-55 ¢ -
5th Marine Division d/ F, 7-1% 30-35
Total Bat{";ali.ons 22%- I :;
&/ CRAT Stage IIT (f.e., maximun use of civil fleet). , )
b/ Requires 9 Troop Shiips and 61 Cargo Ships. 4
gj Excludes 3 battalions stationed in the Medilterranean end Caribbezn, :
4

Includez 1 battalion in Hawaii.
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. . 01487 EYE |
 SECRET -nnc 487 EYES (‘)NLY | © . l
G 1 ASSESS THE ENEMY SITUATION AS FOLLOWS:
(. THE ENENY CONDUCTED SINULTANEOUS ATTACKS
" AGAINST MAJOR CITIES AND AIR FACILITIES SOUTH OF
. TIE DMz AREA DURING THE TET HOLIDAYS. HIS AIM
I appznas TO BE TO CAUSE MOVEMENT OF FRIENDLY UNITS
¥

AND TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM WHAT I BELIEVE WILL BE
< (5 HIS MAIN EFFORT, THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREAs CERTAINLY)
i ¢ MEHOPED TO SECURE AND HOLD A HAJOR CITY AT LEAST |
FOR AWHILE. WE SOUGHT ALSO TO OBTAIN A FAVORABLE
(' PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT ON THE SUN (AND PROBABLY THE
¢~ US POPULACE, HIS AIRFIELD ATTACKS WERE AIMED AT
| THE DESTRUCTION OF SOME PORTION OF OUR AIR CAPABIL-
C ITY T PREVENT ITS YSE AGAINST KIM WHEN HE LAUNCKES
\ KIS MAJOK EFFORT. KIS RESULTS WERE PYRRHIC) SINCE
CENEMY BODY COUNT FOR THE TET HOLIDAY PERIOD WILL
€' PROBABLY EXCEED 3,022, '
(- MEANVKILE, THE ENEY REMAINS QUIESCENT IN THE -
KE sauqfnnz AREA) INDICATING HE MAY BE WAITING
" T0-ASSESS FRIENDLY REACTION TO HIS ATTACKS FARTHER

~ : ; ' ED 12058 3A(hI(1)>25Vrs
. . SOUTHe IT Is TOQ EARLY TO ESTIMATE THE EFFECT (6

* ; e : ’4\"’:?:?.:-? H{"th 4-! Y
. sz I s ON
SANITIZED . v ©os
E.O. 13526, Se'c 35
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: mztmm.v AIR AND ARTILLERY HAS HAD ON THE ENENY, l::]msa ;muu:-zsm
CERTAINLY THE AIR ATTACK ON MIS MAJOR HQS LOCATED '

~ . WEST OF THE DMZ DISRUPTED ENEMY CONTROL FOR R R
+. . PROBABLY SEVERAL DAYSs RPN v
a ; IN THE KIE SANK/DMZ AREA, THE ENEMY IS CAPABLE . .
(OF ATTACKING AT ANY TIWE. _ .
& Jmmn Eiliflif»zsv.s
. ' : ' . i ©

¢ S04TH DIVISIONS ARE MANEUVERING TEEIR REGINMENTS
CLOSER TO THE KIE SANH AND AFPEAR TO BE READY TO COM~

. MENGE BATTLE. TME 320TH DIVISION WITH TWO REGI=

~~ MENTS, AND POSSIBLY ALL THREL, IS DEPLOYED JUST

| NORTH OF CANP CARROLL.

) ED 12958
| .~ ARE. PLANNING COUNTER BATTERY JANT25Vrs- -
{ .. FIRE, PROBABLY IN SUPPORT OF THE 322TH. THOUGH NoT 1O '

FWLY COMBAT EFFECTIVE, THE 8238D REGIMENT, IN
4 .; O COORDINATION WITH THE 272TH INDEPENDENT REGIMENT
CONTINUE TO POSE A THREAT IN THE CON THIEN ARFA,

DY

) .
: . PROPABLY AS A DIVERSION TO THE KHE SANH EFFORT.

Al = C Iv SUMMARY, THE ENENY IS CAPABLE OF ATTACKING
, . N THE KNE SAYK/DHZ AREA AT AMY TINE WITK UP TO
«ff - . FOUR.DIVISIONS, THOUGH FRIENDLY ALR AND ARTILLERY

C  OPERATIONS ARE CAUSING KIM DIFFICULTIES, I B;LIEUE
47 . (. THAT THE ENENY WILL CONMENGT WIS MAJOR OFFENSIVE
4 IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AT THIS TIME INDICATIONS
" POINT TO KHE SANH COMBAT DASE AS WIS PRIMARY

. ‘OBJECTIVE,

. E0 12958 3. Alb)(1)>25Yrs
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FUf GEN WESTHORELMND, P lom: ﬂm. /(5’,4 RNE )/
TO GEN WHEELER, CJCS : OCJ“CS

ADM SHARPy CINCPAC |

A3 DUNKER, AMEHB; SATGON .~ DECLASSIFIED

?I.‘M . . Authorﬁs OSD letter NOV 221978
l I\ARS, ate é ~| -
| S E-GRE-TMAC Z34GCH _EVES—ONEY— ——é'f— Date_b 1125

45 P EST

AT 9545 |IOURS, GENLhAL WHEELER CALLED ME ON THE SFFURL TFIFP]ONF

R AND DIRECTED TFAF I CALL MR» ROSTOW AT THF hHllE HOUSE AND PROVIDE

-CASUALTIL

|

ANSHERS ON BEUALF OF ANMBASSADOR BUNKER AMD NYSELF T0 SIX QUESTIONS
hT‘g%g%ﬁ?gﬁgg; I CONTACTED ON THE SECURE TELEPHONE GENERAL |
GINSHERGs THE FOLLGVING IS-A TthSCRle OF MY ORAL RLPORT.

THIS IS GENERAL WESTMORELAUD SPLAKIHG‘

I WAS IhSTPUClPD BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAYF

70 CALL THE WHITE HOUSE AND ASK FOR MR+ ROSTOM
SIX QUESTIONS, naﬁs BEEN POSED. I WILL READ THESE AS I
INTERPRET THEM AND WILL GIVE YOU OUR ANSWERS. I A SPEAKING FOR
AMBASSADOR BUNKER AND NYSLLF*—I HAVE COVERED WITH  ANBASSADOR
_BUNKER ALL TFESE MATTERS ON THE TELEFHONE. | ‘
QUESTION NUMBER 1t OUR ESTIMATE OF FRIENDLY AND EEEMY'

5 AM Es?‘

" ANSUER: FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE TRUCE PERIOD-~1273 HOURS,
29 JANUARY--THE FOLLOWING CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN SUFFERED BY US
OR INFLICTED ON THE ENENY IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR BEST ESTIMATES.
KAy FRIENDLY, 421, WHICH INCLUDES 189 US, 3 FREE WORLDs AND
Ram::\nmﬂz 9==VIETNAHESE. ENEMY !J"’? K Au L1 DETAINEES) A




QUESTION WUMDER 2¢ 1OW LONG DO UE ESTIATE THE PRESETNT'
CAMPALGN WILL CONTINUE? | ,

ANSWER: WE SEE THIS AS A THREE-PHASE CAUPALGN. THE FIRST
INUOLULD PREPARATION) BUILD-UPy SPORADIC ATTACKS AND A VELL-
O PR HESTRATED PSY WAR PROGRAMe VE ARE Yo 1&._ THE SECOND PHASE:
WHICH IS AN ALL=OUT MILITARY EFFORY IN SOUTH VIETNANy EXCEPTING
THE THWO WORTHERN PROVINCES. THE ENEMY HAS ACHEIVED SOME LocAL

SUCChSSES: BUF THERE IS EUIDFNCh THAF TEE INITIATIVE IS TURhIN

! AGATUWST HIH- HOWEVERy, WE FEEL HE WAS THE CAPABILITY OF CONTINUINC

THISIPHABE POR PERHAPS SEUFRAL MORE DAYSy AT GREAT RISK TO
HIHSELFo TRE THIRD PHASE INVOLVES A MASSIVE ATTACK IN . _
GUAQG'TR; AND THIEN PROVINCES- THE ENEMY IS NOW PODISED FOR THIS
PHASEy WHidH HE CONSIDERS HIS DECISIVE CAMPAIGN« OUR AIR STRIKES
ﬁﬁ? HAVE BLUNTED THIS ATTACK, RBUT WE STILL GIVE HIM THE CAPABILITY
10 SFFIKF AT ANY TIWE WiiH LAKGE FORCES SUPPORTFD BY AN
ﬂBUNDANCh or ARFILLERY AhD ROCKETS
QUESTION NUMBER 3% DO UE BELIEVE THERE IS A RniATIOHSHIP BETWEEN

.ACTIUITIFS IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND THOSE IN KOREA?

ANSWER: 1T WOULD SEEM TO US THAT THERE IS A RELRTIOMSHIP.
QUF‘TION NUMBER 4% THE FRENCH PRESS ALLEGED TBAT 1HERE

-+ 1S AN IMPASS IN SOUTH VIETNAMe. WHAT IS OUR COMMENT?

ANSWER? WE DO NOT. CONSIDEP THE SITUATION AN IMPASQ:

SINCE THE INIiIATIUE IS TURNING IN THE FAVOR OF THE GOVERMNMENT

AND HER ALLIkS AND TRE ENEMY IS SU}FERING UNPRECEDENTED CASUALTIES.
QUESTION NUMBER 5:¢ 1S THE ENEMY HOLDIhG ANY TOWNS IN SOUTH

UIETNAM?

AhSNERt THE ENEMY DOES NOT COWTROL ANY SINGLE TOWM IM SOUTH
. i
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VIETMAM, HOWEVERs HWE HAS SOME DIGRLF OF CONTROL IN SEVERAL
TOWNSs SPECIFICALLY, HE HAS FORCES IN QUANG TRILs HUFE, -

- DUYXUAN; KOWTUM CITYs CHAU PHU AWD BEN TREs, HE HAS SCATTERED

- ELEMENTS IN SAIGON. REPEAT, HE DOES NOT CONTROL ARY

SINGLE TOWN. IN THOSE TOUNS WHERE HE HAS TROOPS; THEY ARE -

CONFRONTED BY VIETHAMESE TROOPS AND FIGHTING IS CONTINUOUS.

GUESTION NUMBER 6% WHAT POLITICAL PROBLEMS DO WE ANTICIPATE
AS A RESULT UF THIS ENEMY ACTIVITYT WILL IT HAVE 4 PSYCHOLOGICAL
IMPACT ON THE PEOPLE AND ATFECT THE SPABILITY OF GOVERNMERT?

ANSEFR‘ IT SEEMS TO US THAT INITJALLY IHERE HILL BE SOME
PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT ON THE PLOPII AND THE GOVEPhHTNfo HOiEVEPs
IF THE GOULRhMEhT HANDLES THE MATTER CAREFULLYs THEY CAN SEIZE AN
OPQORiUhIﬁY TO STRENGTEEN THEIR POSITION WITH THE PhOPLE.
PRESIDFhl THIFU HAS THE OPPORTUWITY 10 FXRCISF REAL LEADER-

"~ SHIPs THE NATIONAL h%SFMBLY HAS THE O”PORIUhIIY TO BE. tORE CON“
. STRUCTIVE. THE PRESIDENT HAS DECLARED MARTIAL LAWYs BUT THIS

- WILL HAVE TO BE APPROVED BY %HF ASSEVBLY AFTER 12 DAYSs IN
+ ACCORDANCE WITH THE CONSTITUTION. THE SITUATION SHOULD NOT STOW

DOUN }OQ A PROLONGED PERIOD MAJOR PROGQANS. IT MAY WELL HARDEN
THE GOVERFM?NT'S POSITION 'ON NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE FRONT. IT

*MAY TEND TO SET BACK CIUILIANIZAfION OF THE GOVERMMENT

MILITARY SUCCESSES SHOULD GIVE THE ARVN AND ITS LE&BFPSHIP SELF-
CONFIDENCE AND ENCOURAGE THE ACCELERATION OF THEIR IMPROVEMENT.
END QF STATEMENT»
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(DELIVER DURING WAKING HOURS TO ADDRESSEES ONLY)

1. There is a considerable amount of discussion
around town about the Khe Sanh situation to include the
inevitable comparisons with Dien Bien Phu. One question
raised recently in this connection (and I believe it
received some consideration at the time of the Dien Bien

Phu siege) is whether tactical nuclear weapons should

be used if the situation in Khe Sanh should become that
desperate. I consider such an eventuality unlikely.
Nevertheless, I would appreciate your views as to whether
there are targets in the area which lend themselves to

nuclear strikes, whether some contingency nuclear plan-

ning would be in order, and what you would consider to

tﬂ’,,t/"
i, 0

elr

2 5Fc

5 v .

DATE TIME
: s v . 1 101
to b2 some of the more significant pros and cons of using im AR
- o Fab 63
("D"'\’ -(’J/F? ) -\m‘("‘ q",_!"-r/‘ PAGE NO. (MNO.OF
!‘\‘ /| “‘1‘ E{‘l 1 1 1”‘:“
e -, o p— T
s Ha- g= FITLE | |& aemATunT::
ol T oj A _,h,) ‘\L. / f 1, ‘L ‘; ) O n"//;? . ‘
3 [ W ‘-J ey e _.___..___m_____; 28 -’ " yey ? il i o e A A, 7
A - = | N VY 7t Wil afd Mt V0 e s
" r-""‘]f'\l"""\ ""'"-"'Jr"'\ ‘\,r.-a-.,- o ._..__.f[_c s et
T ) SR 2l b lTYPgn{crir. nzed) NANZ AND TITLZ “ao~, !
= W Lz .:,“ ' vy W T—— %
I [ omre Tl voastwet B 0F eY ae :
” ?ﬁ*— —- T T lPaUL M. KEARNEY, Admlnlstrat1"~
by b i LI A T8 IR ONLNE . 2
-';;.E_L :'E !‘:\.‘aa-lrl SAT Iv e —l-‘. tord =l REUF\-ADING HiSTRUCTIONS LO e‘y‘.r"'r"m'l . L/
u::) \ m;v-‘u 4 j ’ REPLACES EOITION OF | MAY 88 WHICH niLL SE USED.

S i —




s TTHRASIA Swmte 48 ArSre S s Sty e e
. -

3 et ".-f.f'.._" i"_',“."'_",':','"""""'_""""'?-"-‘, e e
: ASEREVIA T ST N TN R EFGLN T 2 e
Cul'll:fc,f CU-III- e -h...lb'i.if.'s' .: |. g N -
v T A o Vi Emepe S ..__ﬂ_ - \w:' "l.-..' __I" 1_1. o _;‘ "l‘__ _ o '__ il
PRECE .NCi ° .-'m -l'.' .,.l;\S:D oy - ) e H AR A B "
A T T Bl o P I ' I S| v f ud \:..f"-l
4, R ;. S N S R T N R I S
s_lru-'o _; :,,.__‘f TR 'iL. ; ‘\t PRI . :. b ]
\ IO D R T L O 5 W & d
L - . C |
tac nukes in such a contlngency - ' i :
; : : i
“ |
2. I do noL need a r&ply qultc 50 urgently as on. .
|
many of my other requesta to you lately --.early next week !
. )
should-sufﬁice._ While I know you will have to put a ;
: . : i
few of your bright planners on this, I would caution you !
3 x £
g ; ‘ ¢
to hold this subject very closely. Warm regards. :
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF VS T4
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 o
DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 n

THE JOINT STAFF NLJ] 27-2

- ~—SECRETCOPRAM—

By .o ,NARA Date /0-2Y-29

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

Subject: Movement of Certain Controlled Fragmentation
Munitions (COFRAM) into Southeast Asia (S)

1. (U) It is requested that all holders of this paper
take extraordinary security precautions in its handling,
limiting access to those who must know the contents in
order to execute fthelr officlal duties.

2. £8) The supply objective for the COFRAM items
currently planned for employment in Southeast Asia provides
operating and safety levels and a pipeline sufficient for
conduct of a 120-day evaluation and to support continued
subsequent use for purposes and at rates to be determined
based upon analysis of the initial evaluation. Monthly
quantities available to COMUSMACV follow:

a. Ground Munitions

105mm Cartridge (M44d, MULLE]) 32,000
155mm Projectile (M44Q) 9,900
8" Projectile (M4OL) 1,400
4Omm Cartridge (1385, M397, Mil1) 105,000
* Hand Grenade (M33, M33Al1) 56,000

b. Air Delivered Munitions

CBU-1 - 830
CBU-7 (when available) 500

3. (&) The basis for calculating the objective 1is a com-
bination of several supply factors; required supply rates to
support planned employment and, protection of stockpiles in
and earmarked for EUCOM and Korea. COIUSMACV had proposed
required supply rates based on the use of COFRAM by US forces
throughout the theater of operations. As a consequence of

AUTHORITY FOR ACCESS TO COFRAM INFORMATION REQUIRED--——"""}

-
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employment limitations to specific geographical areas and
protection of previously mentioned stocks, a lesser quantity
than was reguested has been authorized. The monthly quantity
will support the initial 120-day combat evaluation plus con-
sumption at the same rate for at least 20 months thereafter.

4, () Upon receipt of the approval for employment of
COFRAM munitions, the Military Services Ammunition Alloca-
tion Board provided CINCPAC the quantity and type of munitions
allocated, by geograpnical location of assets within the
CINCPAC area, and by month for the 120-day evaluation period.
CINCPAC was requested to provide suballocations between the
Marine Corps and Army users. CINCPAC passed action on the
suballocation to COMUSMACV who provided the suballocation
advice for the lMarine Corps and Army for each of the four
30-day increments.

Upon receipt of COMUSHMACV allocaticn CINCPAC passed
shipment action to CINCPACFLT for the Marine Corps movement,
and to CINCUSARPAC for the Army movement, Both CINCPACFLT
and CINCUSARPAC took action to move in-theater assets as
made available by the Military Services Ammunition Allocation
Board and passed action to the Commandant of the Marine Corps
and the US Army Ammunition Procurement and Supply Agency
respectively for the movement of those assets reguired from
the CONUS.

By these actions all items recuired for the first
30-day period iere under movement by 25 January. 1525 2nd

many oi the.earliex “ﬂ'e“eazs were. on tme crouqd in Vﬂetnan.
On 27 January 1968 both the Cowmandant of the Marine Corps
and CINCUSARPAC took actlon to initiate movements of the
second monthly increment. The Commandant of the Marine Corps
took cognizance of the total 120-day evaluation period, while

the CINCUSARPAC action was by a 30-day increment with addi-
tional increments to follow.

The current reporting system of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff established for this movement will provide advice of
in-country arrivals and later use as these events occur.
Aporoximately one—fourth of ftrne Marine Corps inltial 30-day

ground munitlon M;Lg*gmgnt_ﬂ__noh on _the ﬂrouqd _in _the
Repudlic of Vietnam, while the Army nortion 1s enroute.

It is anticipated that the 27 “YaAuary 1958 Peports will
include Army arrivals. COMUSMACV had requested the III MAF
(Marine Corps) be provided the initial priority for delivery
of these munitions.

—~SECRET—COFTAN—

"AUTHORITY FOR ACCESS TO COFRAM INFORMATION REQUIRED
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5. {87 The Air Force initiated action on 23 January 1968 ver

CINCPACAF message to Clark Air horce Base to_airlift 620 CBU-1s
e _Reoublic of Vietnam for Alr Force use against uIVCPK§7

MACV allocation of 591 to the Air Force. Remaining assets on
Clark Air Force Base, 1,054, will support this allocation for
approximately an additional two months. Immediate action is
planned to ship Air Force CONUS assets sufficient to provide
a 45-day in-country stock level and support the expenditure
allocation.

The CBU-T7 1s a new productfion item and has not been
certified for use. All action on this munition has reflected
"shipment to be made when available." The first shipments
are expected in early February 1968.

6. (U) The foregoing actions will provide a smooth and

orderly movement in-country of the guantities required by
each force.

—SECRET COFRAM—

AUTHORITY FOR ACCESS TO COFRAM INFORMATION REQUIRED
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To GEN WHEELER, CJCS WASKINGTON DC

ItFO GEN WESTMORELAND, COMUSMACV VIETNAM

. “F0—PS—EGCRE-TF EYES ONLY RES?&%%%E%—B&?&

FRACTURE JAH (1) e s g o

~ A. JCS 21154/31152€672 FEB 63.
1. IN LINE WITH YOUR OWN THOUGHTS; WESTY AND I
- EXCHANGED YIEWS SEVERAL DAYS AGO ON THE NEED FOR

SOME VERY CLOSELY HELD PLANNING FOR EMPLOYMENT OF
TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS SHOULD THE SITUATION AROUND

KHE SAWH WARRANT AND SHOULD THE HIGHEST NATIONAL
AUKORITY DIRECT THEIR bs WHILE AGREEING THAT IT .
IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT KHE SANH HOULD BECOME

- SUFFICIENTLY DESP RATE TO CALL FOR THE USE OF TAC NUCS;,
. WE FELT THAT MILITARY PRUDENCE ALONE REQUIRES LHAT

WE DO SOME DETAILED PLANNING REGARDING UNITS TO BE
ENPLOYED, DELIVERY VEHICLES, WEAPON AVAILABILITY,
PREFERRED “EAPONS BY TYPE AND YIELD; CONSTRAINTS,
PREFERRED DELIVERY MEANS, TACTICS AND OTHER OPERA-
TIONAL DETAILS.

2. CONSIDERING THE SENSITIVITY OF THIS MATTER, W4 ARE
ACCOuPLIS”LVu THE PLABTLNG UIDLR THE STRICTEST SEC URLTY
Ih OKINA :A WITH A SPECIAL PLANNING EAW-HEADED BY A

CINCPAC PLANNER AND COMSISTING OF REPRESENTATIvEs FROU

CCMUSMACY, CINCPACAFy CINCPACFLT, CIMNCUSARPAC AND CG rHFPAC-

[ 2 W
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TO SIHPLIFY REPERENbE TO THE HIGHLY CLASSIFIED PROJECT:
THE UNCLASSI}ILD NICKNANE OF FRACTURE JAY HAS BEEN ASSIGLMDo_

[.

- TTHE PLANNING CURRENTLY IS WELL UNDERWAY.

/ (" " o
(\..1

s s "

. 3. BEARING IN MIND THE UERYIREHOTE POSSIBLITY THAT CIMNCPAC

- MIGMT BF CALLED UPON FOR TAFTICAL NUCLEAR SUPPORT OF BELEA--

‘: GUHRLD FORCES DURING THE VERY TIME ThAT THE PLANNING GROUP

C WAS ENGACLD IN ITS WORKy I FORVWARDED TO WESTY ON 29 JANUARY .

. AlMESSAGE DESCRIBING STEP BY STEP THE PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTﬁﬁ-
ING THE SELECTIVE RELEASE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. HE HOLDS THE

__ C: NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND AUTHENTICATORS AND THE PURPOSE OF MY

MLSSAGL WAS TO GIVE HIM A SIMPLIFIED REMINDER FOR HIS USE.

ADDILIONALLY: MY MESSAGE INFORMS HIM OF THE TYPE AND LOCATION
(7 OF TACTICAL MUCLEAR WEAPONS_AVAILABLE AND BEST SUITED FOR
_THE PURPOSE. AIR DELIVERED TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROVIDE
“THE IMMEDIATE CAPABILITYe SUITAELE EEAPONSIARE AVAILAELE

6.\ )

(. b4+ THE FOREGOING IS TO GIVE YOUR A QUICK SKETCH OF OUR TAC

NUC PLANNING AND TO LET YOU KWOW THAT I BELIEVE WE ARE
PREPARED FOR THIS EVENTUALITY, UNLIKELY AS IT MIGHT BE.

L

{ UPON COMPLETION OF THE PLANNING NOW UNDERWAY IN OAINﬁWA:
 OUR PLANS AND PREPARATIONS WILL BE REFINED. '
5. ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS AS TO WHETHER THERE ARE
TARGETS IN THE KHE SANH AREA AND THE PROS AND CONS OF USING
_TAC NUCS ‘IN SUCH A CONTINGENCY WILL BE PROVIDED SUBSEQUENTLY.
THIS ENTIRE SUBJECT HAS BEEN VERY CLOSELY FELD IN MY o
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STAFF AND I HAVE CAUTIONED EACH COMIMANDER CONCERNED TO HOLD
STA¥F OFFICERS ON THE STRICTEST NEED TO KNOW BASIS.
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MEMORANDUM ' S

THE WHITE HOUSE &

WASHINGTON

Jlﬂﬁ"r': SENSITIVE

LITERALLY EYES ONLY Friday, February 2, 1968 -- 10:10 a, m,

~Mr, President:

General Westmoreland has given éuthority to subordinate commanders
to use COFRAM.,

He expects it may be used tonight, Southvietnamese time (i.e., any
time from now on), in the Khe Sanh area.

We are now hearing clear voice transmissions in the Khe Sanh area.
Heretofore, this has been an indication of imminent attack,

Captured prisoners say the attack begins on February 3 -- one hour
from now., e

w_gﬁ‘f;'ostow

Authority M.IJ.G_&_———-

T_,-,W . Date U_g—'if
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TNFORMATION
_.: - ¢ = 3 THE WHITE HOUSE 2
' f'f_ WASHINGTON g 2 3 . i
/ 38 _ e
o 2 : ‘Friday, Feb., 2, 1968 ' L | !
T 6:45 p. m, .
o : : ~ \g o - ; ' & o t
S Mr, President: : Ag :
X _ I hate to ask you to read a whole {
3w document; but this gives, better than
LT anything I have seen, the flavor of this : . ,
T operation from the point of view of o

=l the enemy,

~GONFEDBINFIAT Attachment - ‘
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Copy of intelligence report TDCS 314-01890-68 (advance) 9//

Subject: Viet Cong Prisoner's Account of Preparations for Attack on
Chau .Doc City

Source:

1. There ar _indu: 'r:cn;. th:Lt source may be 1y1ncr on

s 2 .
—— oA s
.

some;points which he madz urinrr_ the inte rrorf-mo“._ F‘““v“ClE‘]Ij concerning ..
facts involving him. polsonale. He claimed thzt when he Was captured he was
fé.étmcr in the capacity of rear services support for Viet Cong troops. However,
only zhout 200 Viet- Conrr actuz?l 2 believed to, have .er tared the citylof
Ckavw__Doq ag tne mulii-ba tanol -".i:; .Cong atiack was r:.pnlsa. before they,
gcould enter the \,gty. Also, he was captured behind a2 movie theater in Chau
Doc 'C1ty on 31 January, and it is felt that he may have been reconnoitering

'_ the city prior to the arrival of the Viet Cong battalions. |

% said that he_fir '"“"'f;-’é&;’éﬁm'é"fa‘&é?'é.':&-"éz’"bf the Tet military operations of

the Viet Conglaboulbiwo week s priof.to'the dssanlt -‘GI_I___IChr'—?.}_!;QO_Q_, City.onthe ~a
&égf’r}nl__gb;_dghx(}m_}‘lﬂ:[ 2nuary.s At that time, | Chin Tanc, chief of
security for Viet Cong An Giang province (Government of Vietnam Chau Doc
and An Giang provinces and Ha Tien district of Kien Giang province) attended
‘an indoctrination briefing in the Viet Cong redoubt on Nui Dai mountain, This?
whriefing lasted.fox three days with S-hour .sassions gach day, .One of the
principal indoctrinators was Bay Tha, a member of the nrov1nc1al committee,
Chin Tanc gave | a general account of these briefings shortly after his
return, In general the brisfings reviewed the ertire Vietnamese s*tu tion,.
the world balance of forces, the bal:«nc* of forcas i-_-,L;J;-- \'mham “and’ futur
-plans of attack to creats conditicas which-would brirng the U, S, Govcrn*nent
tj;&?'_.néés‘:;ti_z-.tr:; inorader.to'proceed.to’ peacey " The briefings also touched on the
point that the attacks being carried out by the Viet Cong during Tet are a
departure from previous operational practice of the Viet Cong. '
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3. \ said thal the Viat: Cong- 7 el‘°'comm-?tiriw ever -,t‘nin"

coatined that they
@.@kﬂ@lk pu:apn thzy hadin this as sault,? It wes ob byvious Lo all' ‘hesatdy -that

e ' . - o 0 P Y - lyndon Baines JOhl'l_SUﬁ'-'Lib"f‘W-
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LSORHFDETTINE 2=
the asspuliivas 2"g0 for broke" matter:i--He begliev c,s*the'._t'fé’\;}t'bfvtﬁh‘eﬁ;;:{ :
p's-.'t'?;i'c'ipants expected success, although most of theém hoped that they ivould
gsucceed. . \ a
\ officer in Chau Doc province stated that if it had not been for the presence

’_., contact wi th“-ciel'g_ _di:._ ng forces..s

of the gunship "Spooky'" and U. S, Navy PBR boats, the city would have indeed
fallen,) There was no contingency plen for wilthe drav val or retreat because
if even tho pns S OLll‘Y ‘of defeat had ‘been méntioned the morale of the iroops
'would have been Qhauﬂred and the operation would prob;_bly not have ta}\en
- place. As_' an unkrown number of the troops. fled with the first
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4. |  claims that he was assigned to the 512th and 510th battalions
under the command of Major Nam Xuong., Thz sbjective 6f the u:>pe:t:'.:n.a_r:m-:’L
was the 11bc1'9.t10n of-Chau Doc, .| le'wrvﬁd of this objective only 24 hours
before 1t was to beom, althoucrh he b_ncvns that the troops knew. scomseswhat
‘soongr, They'were “told that conditions were now right for a general uprising
of the populatlon, so that an aggressive and rapid assaunlf would bring the™ 3%
people to the side of the Viet Concr and make untenabl e,__‘tg}gzﬂ_ positions of- the o
GO" rnment of Viet Nam and .r\mf*r‘_c.a:: def"nd srs, The uprising-in-fact did .3
not take place during the attack, ar\dl stated that it is likely that this lack*
_of ali- ou., popul lzr commitment to ths campzign is having = bad effect .on the:;

o
-

“ movale of the Viet Cong a’rtac ters, Source knew of no sandtabling of the

L TP S

operation nor any spec:lf:.c rehearsals He said he was unfamiliar with the
town of Chau Doc, and says he knew of no Viet Cong infiltrators or agents
in the town before the actual attack took place.

5. | said Viet'Cong Hiain for e uhits i Viet Cong AR Giang province
were. desrm ted the-re s'ponsib" lity for-Mliberating' provincial capitals, -,

e
5

wherec.s tistrict forcas and au_errll‘as were. reaponmble for gaining control

of their respective districts. The assault force which struck Chau Doc %
included ten party members who were to constitute the city front which was .-

e

to organizz.a- provisional government:. said he first heard the term
}'coahtlon government''-about six months ago, but had never heard it brought. .
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mto'fornpl party. proce_,edmgs until the bl‘l&flnga for the ¢urrent, opg,ratlon.
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