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l'\,O/lff\. CNO DECLASSIFIEDl&£N C~\APMAN . 
t-ifl ~os,o wW\-\ITE HO\JC,Euli:.ir :1C Authority 9cs I~ -1c~ 7J' h,:m:tl 
~r:t. R.U5'4( STA:tE 0£-PT WASKO<;: By :d<Q? ·, NARS, Date~ -..).2- 7CJMRHHJ{S Ct~ 

fM G&N W~S1MOt<..l:LA1\IO, CoMVSMACV 
~DA-OMSHARP Cl NCf'4'c 
lNPO 6EN wMEELE~ 
/\Mi&uNK!R, AM£~~, <;A\~ON 

1, "'(~E FOLLokJ,NG l~ M'/ ASSESSMENTOF THE SITUATION AS 
f"f HAS DEVfL.ofl:: 0 4 

2. TH£ fNEM1'5 TEI oFP~NS\VE PEAKEDON30~31 JANUARY 
ANO flAS f/JE.E.NEfiblN6. OVER. iHc PAST TWO DAYS. CURRENT ACTION.$ 
'lcS~Ll Pflll'·iARlL'f IBO~ THE ttoff lNG UP OF POCXETSOF ENEMY 

J~S \N AW AR.OUNO \JRP.,At.J-oic AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. THE 
t:NEM'i hAS cAuSED H£AV'I QAMA6ETO SECTIONS OF SAIGON, MY THO, 
Al'JOo1NE~ C \ Tl ES /H/0 10WtJS IN \it$ RAMPAGEOF DESTRUCTION, BUT 

• ' kE HAs t/\lLtO ,-o GA\N ~n-\E06Jt~~ IVES HE SOUGHT. THE COST TO -----
kV-\ JN LOSSES OF MANfOW£R HA'VE°BEEN ENORMOUS. IT IS TOO 
~A~L'I TO Accun AN'I r \GUR:E()f ENEMYKILL.ED AKXRD TIDE NT 

HAVc NO OOV~11'HAT THE ENEMYLOST MOREMEN 
IN 1HE 72 ~OVR.56E61~NlNG-J800 29 JAN THAO HE HAS IN ANY 
:51,N,LE MOt'1n-tOf THE W'AR... • · 

3~ THI= t>~JtC.T \~ES. ST~ATE6-\f AND TACTICS OF THIS 
Ef\\E~'(oF~ENS\VE AR.cBfC()/'4\.N&CLEARER• BEGINNING ON 31 
.:ANlJAR.i1t-\E '4c PRoPA<..~Nl:>t\ THE EXISTENCEOF A NEWOR6ANSANNOUNCED 
''R.E\JCL\Yt ( ONPrft'I 4~M~O FOR.CE<;'~RESPONSIVE TO A NE'J POLI• 
'Ttc,\L £MT\1i CALLEO ~"(He-A'Ll-lAtJ'Cl OF NATIONAL AND PEACE· • 
fORc.ES'', TH lS O~J\N\2'A6f1or4 WM TOUTEDAS A COLLECTIONOF 
rt-t'\ELLECTU.1\-lS,t,\EQc.W,\Mrsy\:1.JOU51JUAL, POL IT ICAL AND REL IG IO US 

NOTAf>Lt'S. A:fl~eDFORCES" ARE ALLEGEDTO •1 ~E' ''REVC)Lv-!lONA-t\.'I · 
,mA1N ~" ELEt--lf~ !tJCLu(HNGDEFECTED GVN TROOPS. It IS.· ·-·. 

~f>P~flfNl ~H.AtT\-lE tNEH.1 ATTl:KPTEO TO CREATEtl-{E IMPRESSION OF. 
'=,PONTAN~OU~ foLl1 le-ALANI.) MtLt1A·R._YUPRISING.AGAINST THE GVN • 
ANOio 'jjff?lt-ESS Tl-\E"~£ ~f "tH.E NLF. AND !HF; VC/NVA MILITARY 
fO~ES, . -. • • · 

4. 1t-tt: (<OSE l<; TRANSPARtNT,BUT THE GOALSAND STRATE.;. 
6'< Of: ·p·HSTET oPP~NSI\Jfi A--f<EUIO CCATED IN IT. THE EN~MY 



z_· 

APPARENTLYHOPEDTO SEIZE A NUMBER CENTERSOF P0PULATIO~ OR PARTS 
OF THEM AN~ SET UP AN OSTENSIBLY APPARATUSN0N·VC POLITICAL IN 
fHE ENSUING CHAOS. THE INITIAL ASSAULTS,WHEREPOSSIBLE, • 
WERECONDUCTED F0~CES AND GUERRILLAS BY VC MAIN AND LOCAL 
INFILTRATEDINTO POPULOUS AREASUNDERCOVEROF THE TET CELE• 
BRATI0NS. THESE WERE APPARENTLY GVN CONTROL TO PARALYZE ANO 
GENERATEA POPULAR UPRISING WITHIN 48 HOURS.THEN THE RE­
MAININGVC MAIN FORCES AND THE NVA WOULD REINFORCETO EXPLOIT 
THE S1TUATI0N •• TH1S GENERAL PATTERNOF THE ENEMY PLAN HAS 
BEEN SUBSTANTIATED POW INTERRR0GATI0NS BY NUMEROUS AND BY THE 
ACTUAL MOVEMENT AND COMMITMENT OF FORCES. THERE WERE, OF 

- COURSE, IN VARI()US FOR LOCAL REASONS-~M0DJ.FICAT!0NS AREAS 
5. THE NVA D!VISI0NS IN NORTHERN NOTI CTZ WERE 

.COMM!"!°TED '!HE TET OFFENSIVE. SOMEDURING THERE WERE 
CONTACTSNEARCAM LO, BUT THESE WERE DUE TO U.S.- MARINE 
INITIATIVES. ELEMENTSOF THE 812TH REGIMENT AND ONE BATTAL• 
ION EACH OF THE 803RD <BOTH FROMTHE 324B DIVISION> AND 
270TH INDEPENDENT REGIMENTS WERECOMMITTEDTO THE ATTACK ON 
QUANS TRI CITY •. 

6.· _IN THE. Tfll·THIEN M~ THE ENEMY COMMITTED 80 PER CENT OF 

,HIS LOCALLY AVAILABLEFORCESIN ATTACKS ON QUANG TRI CITY•HUE 
ANDPHU BAl. ONLYTHE 9TH NVA REGIMEN!ANDPOSSIBLYSOME 
ELEMENrs·oFTHE 4tH AND 5TH NVA REGIMENTS WEREHELO BACK. ·IN 
SOUTHERNCTZ PRACTICALLY COMMITTED,I ALL OF THE VC UNITS WERE 
BUT THE 2ND NVA DIVISION AND THE NEWLY INFILTRATED31ST NVA 
REGIMENTHAVENOT BEEN TO DATE~ . • 

7. IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS,EVERYVC UNIT WAS COM-
MITTEDALONGWITH ELEMENTS OF THE.24TH AND 958 NVA REGIMENTS. 
THE 1ST NVA DIVISION RETAINED ANOFFENSIVEPOSTURE,BUT DID 
OOT ATTACK. ALONGTHE COASTS OF II CTZ, THE PAUCITY OF VC 
TROOPSAND GUERRILLAS IN THE RELATIVE WASREFLECTED INACTIVITY 
OF THE ENEMY. THE EXCEPTIONS WERETHE ATTACKS AT NHA ·-
TRANGBY THE 188 NVA REGIMENT BY VC UNITS AND AT PHAN'THIET •• 
THE REMAINDER.OF THE 5TH NVA DIVISION ANDALL OF THE 3RD NVA 

• DIVISION INACTIVE.'REMAINED 
8. IN III CTZ, IT NOWAPPEARSTHATALMOST VCEVERY 

UNIT WAS COMMITTED THE7TH NVA DlVISION PLUS THE 88TH 

t 
WITH·I· NVAREG!MENI A POSSIBLEIMPORTANT IS THgWITHELD. EXCEPTION 

9TH VC DIVISION. IT IS POSSIBLETHATAT LEAST TWOREGIMENTS 
OF_THE9TH ARE IN THE SAIGON:-BIEN HOA AREA, BUT WE·ARE • • 

-
I. 
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OOT SURE WHETijER THEY HAVE BEEN.COMMITTED. 
9. IN IV CTZ VIRTUALLY VCBATTALION WEEVERY WHICHr KNOWTO EXIS! WAS COMMITTED THROUGHOUTTO ATTACKS THE CTZ. 
10. THUS.IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY HAS GENERALLY FOL• 

LOWEDHIS PLAN TO COMMIT VC FORCES ANDRETAIN NVA FORCES FOR 
FOLLO~ UP ATTACKS. HE HAS ACHIEVED LITTLE SUCCESS TO EXPLOIT 
WITH FOLLOW 'UP.ATTACKS,BUT HIS CAPABILITY JO RtCYCLE HIS. 
OFFENSIVEREMAINS,ANDANOTHERROUNDOF ATTACKSCOULDOCCUR 
IN l, II AND III CTZ'S AT ANY TIME. IN IV CTZ IT APPEARS. 
THATTHEREARE NO LARGE RESERVESFOR RENEWED ATTACKSIN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. 

t· 11. I EXPECTENEMYINITIATIONOF LARGE SCALEOFFENSIVE 
f AC!I0N IN THEKHE SANH-DMZ AREA IN. THE NEAR FUTURE DESPITE· 

THE FAILURE OF THE TET OFFENSIVE TO ACHIEVE Its·oaJECTIVES. 
HE HAS BEEN ...HURT TO SOME:EXTENTBY FRIENDLY FIREPOWER AND HIS 
1.0.SSES AROUND CAM LO, BUT IT IS UNLIKELY HE WOULD ABANDON HIS 

• HEAVYINVESTMENf IN OFFENSIVE PREPARATION IN THAT AREA. IT 
l IS LIKELY IN THETHAT THE UNCOMMITTEDNVAFORCESELSEWHERE 

a:>UNTRYWILL CONDUCT COMPLEMENTING OPERATIONS.·OFFENSIVE IF 
THE ENEMY CONDUCTS THESE ATTACKS HE W'ILL NO LONGER ENJOY THE ,.. 

l .• COVEROF THE T.ET HOLIDAYS, -AND HE WILL LACK THE ASSISTANCE 
J OF DEST'R0YEO THISVC UNITS. PRESENTSUS WITH AN OPPORTUNITY 

• TO INFLICT !HE SAME DISASTROUSDEFEATSON HIS NVA TROOPS AS 
WE ~~VE ON HIS VC FORCES. . . 
SS0 NOTEs DELIVER DURiNGDUTYHOURS 
900 
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MEMORANDUM 
INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:i 

GO~tPiDEM'fiAL 
SaturdayJ February 3J .1968., 3_:05 P. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: AP Report of Fighting in Saigon Suburb 

By phone from MACV Saigon, the NMCC has learned that fighting 
involving U.S. troops and planes in Thu Due., a suburb of Saigon, has 
ended. Enemy losses are given as 108 killed in action. Friendly 
losses are unknown as yet. 

The fighting began yesterday when a U.S. Army platoon was 
heavily engaged. A south Vietnam infantry battalion and U.S. 
armored elements were sent" to reinforce the battalion. Air support 
was provided. The A~ report of air strikes in the area is essentially 
correct. 

Meanwhile., a CIA report just received indicates t..li.ere were 
sporadic firing incidents in the center of Saigon just before midnight 
their· time. Snipers are around the American Embassy and near 
Ambassador Bunker 1 s residence •. The report is attached. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority bS/J /b-J..S-'K ' sc. g-Jt/--Ko 

By J,::::.~,:}, NARS, Date 8- ~'i-9lJ 

CO NF'ifl !'!!~T!.AL 
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. FM GEN wHEELER CJCS WASH DC 
TO GEN JOHNSON C/S ARMY 
GEN MCCONNEL C/S AIR FORCE 
ADM-MOORERCNO 
ZEN/GEN CHAPMANCMC 
~1RROSTOW WHITE HOUSE WASH DC 
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0 0312532 ZYH ZFF"-1 
FMGEN WESTMORELAND COMUSMACVpA IGON 
TO GE~ WHEELER C .. lCS WASH 
AD~ SHARP CIMCPAC ~AWAII
ZtM . • 
S E 8 R . E! 'f . MAC 015 8 8 EYES ONLY 
SECTION ONE OF TutQ , 

1 • DURlt--.U THE PAST 24 HOUURS IT APPEARS THAT THE ENEMY. EFFORT IS 
DIM!.NISHIOO AND THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT HE IS ATTEMPTING TO BREAK 
CONTACT-AND WITHDRAW FROM SOME OF THE MAJOR BATTLE AREAS, OF THE 
NU~lEROUSATTACKS; THE ENEM.Y MO_UNTED AGAINST MAJOR CITIES AND TOWNSt ' 
~~ IS CONTI~UING TO FIGHT WITH ORGANIZED FORCE'S AT THIS TIME ONLY IN HUE,.. . . 

J<ONTUM, PLEKU, 'DALAT, AND PHAN THIET. HIS STATUS IN XUAN LOC IS 
UNCLEAR. • • • 

THE ·US/FWF/ARVN FORECESCONTINUE TO IMPROVE THEIR OFFENSIVE 
h.,5TURE AND ARE ~ONDUCTING SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS TO CLEAR CITIES 

I 

AND TOWNS OF SNIPERS AND SMALL I SJLATED POCKETS OF RESISTANCE. 
IN QUANG TR I PROV, THE CAM LO COMBINED ACTION PLATOONHEADQUARTERS 

RECE.IVED AN ENEMY MORTARAND.GROUNDATTACK AT 020215H. A ·THIRD 
MARINE DIVIS!ON REACTION FORCE RESPONDED AND HEAVY CONTACT CONTlNUED 
THROUGHOUT SPORADIC AT 1500H, CUM FRIENDLY·THE DAY,BEC'.Ofl1ING RESULTS: 
SEVEN KIA, 20 WIA~ENE~Y - 111 KIA, 43 DETAINED,47 INDIVIDUALWEAPONS 
AND 20 CREW-SERVED CAPTURED. TliIS ATTACK, WAS STOPPED WEAPONS WHICH 
OOLD, MAY HAVE BF.EN THE FIRST .MOVE IN THE DMZ OF'F'ENS!VE, . 

IN QUAN3 TRI PROV, NORTHEAST OF DONG HA, ELEMENTS Or THE THIRD 
MARINE DIV IS ION ENGAGED AN UNKNOWN SIZE FORCE Et,RLY ON 31 JANUAR.Y 
AND THE A·crroN TER:'lINATED LATE ON 2 FEBUARY. CUM RESULTS: FRIENDLY .. 
30 KIA, 133 WIA; ENEMY - 156 XIA, 5 DETAINED, 32 INDIVIDUAL \IJE~PONSANP 
19 CREW-SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED. • . 
. THE NOTHEAST ANO SOUTWE:STPORTIONS OF THE CITADEL OF HUE CONTINUE 
TO RErAIN PARTIALLY OCCUPIEDWITH HEAVY CONTACTGOING 
.,. 'VIETNA~ESE • • .· 

.• CTI CAL A IR STRIKES HAVE SUPPORTEOrIFTH ARVN THROUGHTO!JI' !'HE ,fer ION. 
AN ESTIMATED· TWO ENEMY CO~PANIESWEREFLEEINGOVERTHE SOUTWEST 
.. ALL ·OF THE c·ITADEL AT APPROXIMATELY 1200H, REPORTED RESULTS: FRIENDLY-

. . 
71 KIA C 16 US, .5, ARVN>, 259 WOUNDED (88 US, 157 ARVN, 14 US CIVILIANS>; 

I . 

ENEMY- WEA?.ONS,.ONE WEAPONCAPTURED,514 KIA, 25 INDIVIDUAL CREW-SERVED 

https://YSNKQA.39


DUYXUYEN, SOUTHWESTOFHOI AN, RE.MAINS OCCU'P~ED BY UNKNO~JNENEMY • 
FORCES, AIR A~D ARTILLERY HAVE BEEN EMPLOYED THROU'1HOUT THE AREA• ROK 
MARINE FORCE'S ARE CONDUCTING OPERATIONS IN THIS AREA TODAY, NO ·REPORT 
OF CASUALTIES AVAILA3LEAT THIS TIME. • 

IN QUAN3 NAM PROV AT 0303J5H THE DANANG AIRFIELD RECEIVED 
A~ ESTIMATED 1~0ROUNDS OF' ROCKET .FIRE. THE ·wEST RUNWAY WAS • 
TEMPORARILY CLOSED WITH COMPLETE OPERATI.ONS RESU~XNG AT 
030730H, RESULTS:. 366TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING (USAF> AIRCRAFT 
RECEIVED THE FOLLOWI MG DAMAGE: ONE·F·4C DEST, THREE F-4C MODERATE 
DA~AGE, NI~E F·4C MINOR DA!1AGE, TWO KIA CARCN), FOUR WIA (THREE USAF', 
ONE us~~C). . . 

DURING TH~ NIGHT or·2-3 FEB co~ THIEN RECEIVED 138 ROUNDS 
OF ARTY/RKT FIRE. NO CASUALTIES REPORTED. 
CI I· CTZ > • , • 

XONTU~ IS RELATIVELYQUIET. FREQUENCY OFAND INTENSITY 
ENE!YlYGROU~DAND !-:ORTAR ATTACKS HAVF. DECREAS-£D. ALL FRIENDLY 
O?MP.OUNDSAND INSTALLATIONS ARE SECURE. RESUP?L Y OF ALL FRIENDLY 
FORCES WAS ·COMPLETED AS OF 2205HOURS LAST NIGHT •• -THE AIRFIELD 

. O)NTI NUES TO RECEIVE S~ALL ARMS FIRE AND S?ORADIC AUTOMAT~C 
WEAPONS OPEN FOR EMERGENCY. ENEMY FORC£S INFIRE, BUT IS USE. 

' 

... 

AND AROUND THE CITY HAVE. BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE 4T°H AND 6TH 
BATTALIONS,24THNVA REGIMENT. 

A .NUMBER OF INSTALL~TIONS IN THE CITY OF DALAT HAVE BEEN ATTACKED. 
THE ENEMY IS CONTINUING-TO 'PRE_SS THE ATTACK ON T\IJO US BILLETS, THE RAIL-
ROADSTATION, AN ARV~ OUTPOST AND THE PERIMETER DEFENSEOF THE PRO~ · 
VINCf- HQ. THESE ATTACXSHAVE BEEN REPULSED, HOWEVER,AND ESTI-
~ATED ENE{YfY BATT AL ION IS STILL IN THE CITY.· CG I I CORPS (ARVN) HAS • 
DESIGNATED A REACTION FORCE Or. TWO CIDG co,1PANIES AND THE 23D . f 
RAOOERBN CARVN)TO MOVE TO DALAT AS QUICKLY AS. POSSIBLE • 

. AT BAN ~E .THUOT,A DELAYED REPORT FROM ARVN INDICATESTHAf 
YESTERDAY MORNING, ENE~Y F'ORCES USED A S\1ALL QUANTITY OF TEAR 
GAS DURIOO A~ ASORTIVE ATTACK ON THE PERitriETER OF THE: ~D BATTAL-
ION, -~51ST ARTILLERY (ARV~). THE ATTACK WAS REPULSED WITH NO 
F"RIENDLY CASUM.TIES._ THE 1ST BATTALION, -593D A3N INF" (US> COM• 
~ENCED OPERATIONS BY INSERTING TWO COMPANIES FOUR XILO- . • , ' 
~,ETERS TO THE SOUTHEAST or· BAN ME THUOT AFLD TO REINF"ORCE ELEME"NTS 
OF-THE 230_ ARV~ INr DIVISION. THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CON-

' TACT IN OR AROUND SINCE "YESTERDAY. BAN ME THUOT 
IN PHAN THIET, THE 30 SN, 44'rH INF ·cARV~) HAS ASSUMED THE 

"JISSION Or DEFENDING THE CITY. THIS HAS RELEASED ADDITIONAL 

.-
... ~ ..;. a • • 



I 
. 
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ELEMENTS OF THE 3D BN, 506TH ASN INF FJR COMMITMENT TO THE 
~RTH OF THE CITY WHILE HEAVY CONTACT CONTINUES. U,S, FORCES 
HAVESEIZED THE INITIATIVE IN THIS CONTACT AND ARE MAINTAINING 
CONSTANT,PRESSURE ON THE ENEMY, THERE° IS SOME STREET FIGHTING 

. WITHIN .THE CI.TY AND THE ENEMY HAS PLACED HARASSING MORTAR FIRE 
ON THE AIRFIELD. • • . • 

• AT.'030210H PLEIXU CITY WAS ATTACKED BY ENEMYMORTARFIRE 
tHE·POL-AND AMMUNITION DUMPS WERE HIT BUT DAMAGE WAS NEGLIGIBLE. 
GUNSHI.PS ENGAGED THE ENEMY FIRING POSITIONS ACHIEIVING A LARGE 
&~OONDARY EXPLOSION. AT THE PRESENT TIME THE CITY QUIET 
HOWEVER, SMALL ENE~~y GROUP$ ARE REQPORTED IN THE CITY. 

I 

SS:> NOTF.l DELIVER DURING DUTYHOURS 
900· 

NNNN 
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SECT ION TWO OF TWO • 
<III CtZ> 

IN DINH DUONG PROVINCE, NE PHU CUONG SIX KILOMETERS AT 
02 l203H ELEMENTS ON 1/28 INF ENGAGED AN UNKNOWNSIZE ENEMY FORCE. 
ARTILLERY, L°FT SUPPORTED.· CONTACT BROCK~N AT UNKNOWNTIME. 
RESULTSt· FRIENDLY- FIVE WIA;ENEMY• 5~ KIA, 10 DETANIEES, 
T ~ 82MMMORTARSCAPTURED. . 

I~ BIEN HOA PROVINCE, FOUR KILOMETERS NE BIEN HOA CITY, 
AT .021530 ELEMNTS OF T.HE 199TH LT INF BOE LOCATED AN ENEMY . 
BASE CAMP \11ITH 20 BODIES ANO 4. OTHER ENEMY WERE KILLED IN A 

SHORTENGAGEMENT. 
IN LON~ KHANH PROVINCE,IN XUAN LOCAT 022255H THE TOWN WAS 

ATTCKEDFROMEAST AND WEST BY AN UNKNOWN SIZE FORCt EMPLOY-
ING MORTARS AND B-40 ROCKETS.AT 0245H C/3/5 CAV lN CONTACTWITH 
UNKNOWNSIZE ENEMY FORCE'.· US/ ARVN WEREUNITSIN THE COMPOUNDS IN 

· HEAVYCONTACT. • 
(IV CORPS) • . . 

. MINHI~ONG PROVINO£,CHO LACH, BA'CANG, TANH BINH AND 
BINK MINH DISTRICT TOWNS RECEIVEDSHORTSHORTATTACKSWITH NO SIG­
NIFICANTRESULTS•. VINHLONG CitY WAS QUIET UNTIL 030100H WHEN 
t«>RTAR·FIRE WAS RECEIVEDFROM POSITIONS TO THE EAST. NO GROUND 
ATTACK FOLLOWED.· MACV COMPOUNDS HAVE BEEN REOCUP?IED BY US 
PERSONNEL. CLEARING OPE.RATION CONTINUES WITH. ONLY S~IPER FIRE 
R~~oRTED. . • 
. IN KIEN HOA PROVINCE,· BYTHE TO~N OF MO CAY WAS REOCCUPIED 

7TH ARVN DIV UNITS AND THE SITUATION IS NOWQUIE!. CASUALTIES 
ARE UNKNOWN BY REPORTEDAS L°IGHT. IN THC: CITY OF.BEN TRE, 
ENEMYBROKE 030300 AND ONLYOFF THEIR ATTACK ATAPPROXIMATELY 
SNIPER FIRE. IS PRESENTLY •REPORTED 

.' IN BA XUYEN PROV SITUATlON REPORTED TWOIC;, QUIET, HOWEVER, 

•.. 

. 
' 
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EJi~Y COMPANIES HAVEBEEN REPORTEb OF SOC TRANG SOUTHWEST AIR• 
•• FIELO AND A REACTIO~ FORCE HAS BEEN DISPATCHED TO ENGAGE. 

IN DIKH TUONG P~OVINCEAT 030250H, AN ESTIMATED ENEMYBAT-
.· TALION ATTACKED THE NORTHSIDE OF MY THO. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY. 
;! . -47. AND ·HE'LICOPTER GUNSHIPS FIRED IN SUPPORT• ENEMYBROKE 
,; •• oJNTACT AND WITHDREWAT 030330H. CASUALTIES UNKNOWN. 
•• . IN KIEN GIANG PROVINCE, AT 030100Ht RACH GIA, THr: PROVINCE 
_ CAPITAL., WAS ATTACKED BY AN UNKNOWNSIZE ENEMY FORCE EMPLOYING 

IDRTAR AND RECOILLESS RIF~E. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY AND AC-47 
U SUPPORTED, ENEMY BROKE AND WITHDREW RESULTSCONTACT AT 030200H. 
L OF THIS CONTACT ARE UNKNOWN. • 
~ . PROVINCEIN XIEN·PHONG AT 022320Ht CAO LANH, THE PROVINO 

WAS BY AN UNKNOWN ! ·CAPITAL, ATTACKED SIZE ENEMY FORCEEMPLOYING 
' OORTARAND RECOILLESS RIFLE FIRE. FRIENDLYARTILLERYAND AC-47 

SUPPORTED. EN~MY BROKE ANDWITHDREW RESULTS: • CONTACT AT 030100H.1.. · FRIENDLY - 24 WIA CARVN>; ENEMY: UNKNOWN.
I,: (SAIGON> I 
!! THE CITY OF SAIGON IS STILL EXPERIENCING ISOLATED INSTANCES 
f 0~ SNIPER FIRE. NOCASUALTIESHAVEBEEN REPORTED TODAYHOWEVtR. , 

r 
: . 
C 

~ US MILlfARY INSLLATIONS OR BILLETS HAVt REPORT!D ANY CONTACT. 
THF. RVN EIGHTH AIRBORNEBATTALIONFLUSHEDOUT APPROXIMATELY 

, vc~tiRING A SWEEP AND ADJACENT •OF THE JGS COMPOUND AREAS 
. ~LICOPTER GUNSHIPSPLACEDROCKETAND MACHINE GUN FIRE ON THE VC AND 
T£N·vc WERE KILLED, WITHFOUR INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS BEING CAPTURED 
BEF0RE·THEVC EVADED. THE 1118TH US INF HASBEEN.ENGAGEDWITH A 
LARGE-SIZEENEMYFORCEIN THE THU DUO AREA~ EIGHT KM NE Or SAIGON•. 
THEY \r.1ERE RE'INFORCED BY THE. 6TH VNMC BN AND FOUR TANXS AND 15 

•A?O•s· FROM THE 11TH ARMORED CAV, _BIEN HOA. THE 7TH Ar PLACED 
; ~2 IMMDEIATE 4KM OF' SAIGON OFSTRIKES WITHING TODAY, lN SUPPORT 

FRtENDLY TROOPS IN CONTACT AND ENEMY TROOPS OBEERVF.:D IN THE OPEN, 
;; oosr OF THESE STRIKES WERE TO THE NORTH AND NORTHWEST OF'THE CITY. 
~ BASEDON.SIGHTINGSANDFRIENDLYATTACKS.ONENEMYTROOPS, INDICATIONS 
Ji ARE ·THAT THEREAPPEARSTO BE: A GENERAL WITHDRAWAl.OF ENEMY FR011 
J ·THESAIGON AREA, IN A NORTHERLY DIRECTION,. . • 
j' ALL 24 AIRFIELDS W ICH HAVEBEEN HIT BYENEl1Y ATTACKS BUJDNG 
·i THE PAST FOUR -ARE OPERATIONAL DAYS AT THIS TIME. 

CURRENTCASUALTYREPORTSINDICATETHAT THE ENEMY HAS LOST I 
t 

I 
i . 

i
I 

t 
. , 

., 

-t: 

OVER 13,700 KIA SINCE 291800H WITH FRIENDLY KIA JUST OVER li050 
. '•. ~F WHICH 340 AREUS.APPROXIMATELY ~ 

SSO NOTEt DELIVER DURINGDUTY HOURS soo· • • •. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. President; 

Herewith two sober, well- balanced 

assessments by Westy and Abrams plus Bunker's 

response on handling the press. 

•. W esty on the over-all situation. 

2. Abrams on how th!Delta took the 

attacks and responded - - on the whole, heartening. 

(. 

3. Bunker's specific suggestions, 

which require your judgement. 

i 
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AFTER NE.~RL Y FIVE DAYS OF '.HDESPREAD FIGHTING, THE TRUE DL1ENSIONS 
OF THE SITUATION ARE 8£GINj!NG TO EMERGE. 

FROM A REALISTIC POINT OF VIE~ WE MUST ACCEPT TH~ FACT THAT THE 
ENEMY.HAS DEALT THE GVN A SEVERE BLOW. HE HAS BROUGHTTHE ~AR TO THE 
TOiJHJS AND THE CITIES AND H.4S INFLICTED DA~,~GE AND CASU.tiLTIES ON THE 
POPULATION. HO~IES HAVE:BEEN DESTROYED; DISTRIBUTIONOF TH£ NECESSITIES 
OF LIFE H..~S BEEN INTERRUPTED. DAMAGE HAS BEEN INFLICTED TO THE LOG'S 
MID THE ECONOMYHASBZEN DISRUPTED. ~lARTIAL LAW HAS BEEN INVOKSD, WITH 

STRINGEUT CURFEWS IN THE CITIES. THE PEOPLE H.4VE FELT :JIRECTLY TH2 
Ir1PACT OF THE WAR • 
• - A TRENE~~DOUS HAS BEEN POSED TO THE GVN· CHALLt:NGE TO RESTORE STA3ILITY 
AND TO AID THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE SUFFERED. 

THE ENEMY HAS PAID A HIGH PR ICE FOR HIS EFFORTS. HIS LOSSES FROM 
291800H TO 041200H STAND AT 15,595 KIA, 3,122 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS AND 
682CREW· SERVED WEAPONS. HE HAS COM~ITTED A LARGS PE~CENTAGE OF HIS 
LOCAL FOiiCES' SAPPER murs' AND vc MAIN FORC~ UNITS INTO THE BA,TTLE. 
OUR ESTIMATE INDICATES ABOUT 52,000. WE DO NOT KNO~, AT THIS TIME, HOW 
MUCH OF HIS GUERRILLA FORCZ AND INFRASTRUCTURZ HAV£ 3E~~, C0~1:HTT~D 
BUT, IN.THE TO~NS AND CITIES, IT MUST BE A SIGNIFICA~T PORTION. AGAI~ 
OUR ESTIM~T£ WOULD 3E AS HIGHAS 10,000 ALL OF THESi F~RCES HAVE BEEN 
BADLYHURT, SOME· HAVE 3EEN WIPED our. THE ENEMY HAS REALLY FAILSD Tq 
ACHIEVE HIS OBJECTIVES.POLITICALLY, THERE HAVZ BEEN NO UPRISINGS, 
OO~E OF THE TOW:JS ~HICH .HE PENETRATED ARE: NO\J HELD 3Y HIM, ALTHOUGHHE 
STILL IS HOLDHJ•3 OUT IN PARTS. OF A FEW SIG~IFIC.'\NT PLACES SUCH AS HU~, 
IDNTUM CITY, DALAT, S.~IGON AND IS CONTINUING· TO L<\U:~CH NEWATTACKS • 
AGAINST NU~~ROUS· TO~NS lN IV CTZ. SPECIFICALLY, IN TH~ DELTA THS BATTLE 
-URGES IN AND OUT OF TH2 TOWNS, SOME BEING HIT REPEfITIVELY, OTHERS 
.E~PORARILY.OCCU?IEDAND THEN f~EED BY FRIENDLY R£ACT!Oj FORCES. AS OF 



THIS WRITING, HE HAS NO SIGNIFICANT HOLQON A~Y TO~N IN IV crz. 
MILITARILY, THE EN::MY HAS FAILED IN H1s·oBJECTIV:£SAND HAS NOT 

BEEN A3LE TO SUSTAIN HIS ATTACKS. THUS, HE HAS DEMO~STRATED THE LACK OF 
. A BASIC CAPABILITYTO DO SO. ALL OF OUR AIRFIELDS ARE OPERATIO~AL 

DESPITEHIS ATTACKS. WE HAVE LOST A NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT aur THESE HAVE 
f\DT SERIOUSLY INFLUZNCED OUR ABILITY TO CONTINUE ALL FACETS OF· AIR 
3UPPORT. HE HAS FAILED TO BREAKCOMMUNICATIO:JS. IN FACT, THROUGHOUT THIS 
BATTLE,COMMUNICATIONS HAV~ BEEN COMPLETELYDEPENDABLE.HE HASFAILED TO 
DESTROY ANY FRIENDLY 'UNITS, ALTHOUGH CASUALTIESFRIENDLY DURING THE 
FIVE DAY SPAN ARE THE HEAVIEST OF THE WAR. AS OF 041200H, THEY STAND 
AT 415 U.S. KIA, 904 ARVN KIA, 13 FW KIA AND 2,385 U.S. ulIA, 2,705 
A.qV~J W IA AND 102 F"i.lJ W IA. • 

ALLFW AND ARVNFORCES HAVETHE STRENGTHDISPOSITION, AND ARE IN1 

THE PROPER FRAME OF MIND TO KEEP AT THE ENE~1Y ANDINFLICT EVEN GREAT­
ER LOSSES IF HE PERSISTS IN THE ATTACK.A~JD, SINCE MANY OF HIS NVA/VC 
NAIN· FORCES HAVE NOTBEEN co:•E1ITTED,WE MUST ACCORDHIM THE CAPABILITY 
OF A SECOND CYCLE OF ATTACKS EITHER AGAINST THE POPULATED-AREASOR 
:-'DST LIKELY, IN THE DNZ A:m OTHER AREAS OF NVA CONCENTRATION. THESE i1IAY 
())ME I~ CONCERT. 

I HAVE NO DOUBTOF THE ABILITY OF THE FW FORCES TO MEET THIS RENEWAL. 

ALSO, I BELIEVE THE ARVN HAS DEMONSTRATEDTHAT IT CANA~D WILLFIGHT 
VALIANTLY.TOSIEM THIS ENE~lYSURGE. AS FOR ARVN PERFORt1ANCE, THERE IS 
00 QUESTION BUT THAT THEY WERE CAUGHTIN A "PRE-TET" POSTURE. WE DO 
DT HAVEFULL DETAILS, BUT THEREIS SOME EVIDENCETHAT UNITSWERE 

REDUCED BY TET LEAVEAND WERE NOT FULLY ALERT DESPITE PRSSIDENTS 
THIEU'S ASSURANCE TO ME THAT 50 PERCENTOF EACHUNIT WOULD BE ON THE 
ALERT. FROM THE OPENING OF THE FIGHTING, HOW~VER, THEY HAVE MOVED 

- THE!~ FORCES RAPIDLY AND TOWARDSTHE BATTLES, A:·JD THE TROOPSHAVE FOUGHT 
WELL. THEYARE CARRYINGTHE BRUNT OF THE CITY FIGHTING, WITH THE U.S. 
FORCES wORKINGON THE OUTSKIRTS, OR IN COOPEfL!\T OPERATIONS INIVE THE 
~!ORE CR IT !CAL T0 1.·JNS. I A:~ CONFIDENT THAT·THE ARVN APPRECI.4TES THE 
ENOR~ITYOF THE TASKS AHEAD THE HIGH COMMAND UNDER­AND, ALTHOUGH IS 
STANDABLY ENGROSSED IN CLEARINGTHE CAPITAL, THE REST OF THE filACHii.'J-
ERYIS FUNCTIONING. THE FULL IMPACT OF ARVN LOGISTICAL LOSSES HAS NOT 
BEEN DETERMINED. • 

THE IMM~DIATE TASKFACING US IS TO COMPLETE THE CLEAN UP OF 
ENEMY FORCES IN THE CITI~S. 

IN HUE, THE BATTLE IS STILL GOING ON. FIVE ARVN BATTALIONSAND 
ONE U.S. MARINEBATTALIO~ARE OPERATING IN THE CITY. 2 BATTALIONSOF 
THE 1ST c·Av ARE EMPLOYED OUTSIDE THE CITY. I Ai~ HOPEFUL T}:{ATTHE_NEXT 

'1:W.DAYSWILL SEE THE SITUATION CLEA~ED UP. 
I~ ·KONTUM,ORGA~IZEDRESISTANCE HAS STOPPEDAND FRIE~DLY FORCES ARE 

:r10PPI~3 UP. W'!. HAVS A u.s. • INFANTRY BATTALIONWITH APC' S AND TA:JKS, A~m 
AN ARV~ INFANTRY3ATTALIOi~ !:'J ANDAROu:m THE CITY. THEENE;-tlYHAS 
SUFFEREDHEAVYCASUALTI~S I~ THE AREA . 

. SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 

850 
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1. FOLLOWINGADDITIONAL!~FORMATIONOBTAINEDTODAYBY 
GENERALABRAMSIN VI3IT TO IV CTZ MAY BE USEFUL AS BACKGROUND 
FOR TELECAST~ 

2. LTC DU, PROVINCECHI~F, KIEN HOA PROVINCE, WAS AT HIS 
PLACE OF .DUTY I~ PROV!:JCE HEADQUARTERS HISIN BIEN TRE CITY. 
FAMILY WAS AT F.!\MILY HOME IN SAIG0:1. AT 0230 HOURS, \JC ENTERED 
H..1MEAND MURDERED FAMILY. ALTHOUGH DUWAS ADVISEDHIS LTC 
OF THIS TRAGEDY,HE CARRIEDON DUR L~G TH£ HEAVY ATTACKS ON HIS 
}~ADQUA~TERS. ttE DISPLAYED REAL LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
ABILITYI~ THE FACE OF THE: RUTHLESSVC T2RHORISMIN BIEN TR£ IN 
WHIC.H THOUSANDS OF HOr1E WERE DESTHOYED. HE COiffINUE:D TO 
WORK AROU~lD THE CLOCK TO HELP HIS PEOPLE. 

3. GE:~ERAL TRI, 9T H ·ARVN D !VIS ION WAS AT CO~H'1MDER HIS 
OPERATIONSCEiil'ER AT SA DEC ·Oi'1 310200, AT 1:/HICH TI;t1E THE VC 
ENTERED·HIS HOME IN THE CITY NOT FAR FROM HIS OPS CENTER. HIS 
FAMILYWAS NOT IN HIS HOUSE. UPON LEARNDJG OF THE VC RAID, 
GENERALTRI SENT A PLATOO~ TO DESTROY TH~ VC. IT SUCCEEDED 
IN DRIVING OFF THE VC AND CAPTURED ONE PRISONER. UPON IN­
TERROGATION LAS LEARjED THAT THE VC MISSION WAS TO CAPTUREIT 
THE GENERAL AND HIS FM1IL Y A!JD FORCE HIM TO CALL FOR HIS 

.CHIEF OF STAFF AND DEPUTY. WITH THESE HOSTAGES, THE VC 
WERETO GIVE GENERAL TRI THE CHOICE OF TURNING OVER HIS 
DIVISION OR ALL WOULD BE EXECUTED. 

4. GENERAL 7TH ARVN DIVISION, WASATTHAN, COMMANDER 
HIS HEADQUARTERS VC ATTACK WAS INITIATED. DURING;JHE;~ THE 
THE BATTLE A vc·PLAN WAS CAPTURED WHICH DETAILEDTHE 
MISSION OF CAPTURING THANH FORGENERAL AND HIS HEADQUARTERS 
THE SAME PURPOSE AS DESCRIBED ABOVE IN THE CASE OF GENERAL TRI. 

5. THE SIGNIFICANT FEATURE I~ ALL OF THE ABOVE INCIDENTS IS 
THATTHE PRINCIPALS WE~E AT THEIR POSTS OF DUTY WHENTHE 
ATTACKS WERE INITIATED. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS !.;JAS 
DURINGTHE TET'PERI0D. THEIR ATTENTION TO DUTY UNDOUBTEDLY 
SAVEDTHEIR LIVES A~D PRIMARILY CONTRIBUTEDTO THE SUCCESSFUL 
DEFENSIVEACTIONS OF GOVERNMENT FORCES IN THE DELTA. 

6. GENERAL ABRAMS DISCUSSEDTHE DELTA SITUATION WITH MR. 
OHTRELL, DEPUTY FOR CORDS AND COLONEL HILL, MILITARY DEPUTY 
IN THE IV -CTZ. THESE OFFICERS HAD JUST COMPLETED A TOUR OF ALL 
16 PROVINCESIN IV CTZ AND TALKED WITH EVERY PROVINCE CHIEF 

'AND THEIR US ADVISORS. THE DAMAGE CAUSEDBY THE VC ATTACKS 
IS GREAT. THEY ZSTIMATr.: OVER 10,000 HOMESDESTROYEDAtm 

-APPP.OX IMATEI.., Y 125. 000 PEOPLE HOMELESS. GENERAL. ABRAMS 



CONS!LiERED IT SIGNIFICANT THAT ALL PROVINCES W ITHOtn E~G~r'l ION, 
, rl.AD ALREADY INITIATED REORGANIZATION OF TH£ IR AREAS, 

APPOINTED RELIEF co;11ri1TTEES, AND WERE PROVIDING THE HOMELESS 
WITH FOOD, CLOTHING AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. FOOD KITCHENS 
WERE FEEDING PEOPLE WITHOUT FACILITIES. THERE. APPEAREDTO 
BE AN INTENSE DESIRE BY PROVING£ CHIEFS TO SHOW THEIR PEOPLE 
THAT THE GOVERNMENTHASMORE TO OFFER THAN DO THE VC. 
iT WAS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT PEOPLE WERE HELPI~G 
EACH OTHER, GIVING UTENSILS AND FOOD TO THE DESTITUTE, 

• INDICATINGTHAT IN A REAL CRISIS, VIETNAMESEPEOPLE 
DO BAND TOGETHER FOR THE COMMON WITHOUTWELFARE. 
"EXCEPTION, PROVINCE CHIEFS STATE THATTHEY WOULD COPE WITH 
FOODAND CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS WITHOUTOUTSIDE HELP. THEY WILL 
NEED r~ONEY AND BUILDING MATERIALS. THE DETERMINATION 
AND WILL OF THE DELTA LEADERSHIP TO CARE FOR THEIR PEOPLE 

·1s AN ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT. 

SSO NOTE DELIVER DURING DUTYHOURS 
820 
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TO THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIVE FOR I1R ROSTOw 

REF: CAP 80386 
1 •. WESTY AND. I WILL, OF COURSE, BE RESPONSIVE TO THE PRESIDEN1• S 
WISHES. WESTYGAVE EXCELLENT PRESS BRIEFING LAST COMPREHENSIVE 
FRIDAY AND WILL GIVE ONE Tot10RROW ALSO.EARLIER FRIDAY, HE WAS 
PRECEDEDBY GENERAL WHO HE HAD TO BE WEYAND DID FIRST RATE JOB. 
IN FIELD YESTERDAY AFTERNOONAND GENERAL CHA1SSONFILLED IN FORHIN, 
ALSO TURNING IN EXC~LLENTPERFORI1iANCE. I HAVE GIVEN TWO STATEMENTS 
TO PRESS, RADIO, AND TV AND HAD BACKGROUND WITH PRESS CONFERENCE 
YESTERDAY. 
2tt WEST'(, BARRY ZORTHIAN, AND I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A SUGGESTION. 
WE BELE\J;VZ TH.AT WESTY CAN BE MORE EFFECTIVEAND HAVE MORE HlPACT 
WITH THE ?RESS IF HE DOES NOTMAKE HIS BRIEFING A DAILY EVENT. IF .IT 
BECOME:S ROUTINE, ITS SIGNIFICANCE TENDS TO DIMINISH. ANOTHER READ­
ING MIGHT BE THAT IF THE HAS TO APPEAR DAILYTOP COMNANDER THE 
SITUATION HERE MUST BE EXTRC:MELY SERIOUS, CERTAINLY· 110RE SERIOUS lTHAN WEBELIEVE IT TO BE. 

• ' 

IF, AS IS CASE NOW, ENEMY ACTIVITY TAP~:RSOFF AND CLEANUP PROGRESSES ' 

TJ-1£RE\1ILL BE .LESS NEWSAND WE FELL TK~T IF \vESTY wERE TO GIVE A i 
BRIEFING AT TIMES HE AND I THINK AP~ROPRIATE, SAY EVERY TWO OR .1 
THREE DAYS, IT WOULD HAVE NAXHlUM IMPACT l:JITHTHE PRESS. I 

3. I WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE COMMENTS Oi~ THE NON-MILITARY COURSE 
~F EVENTSAT APPROPRIATETIMES AS YOU SUGGEST~ 
4. WE WOULD APPRECIATEYOUR~EACTIONTO THE. A30VE SUGGESTIONS. 
5. ONANQTHER SU3JECT, ORGANIZATION OF THE ,JOINT GVN-US TASK 
FORCE GOT UNDERWAY WITH KY PRESIDING, YESTERDAY. AT MEETING 
IT WAS AGREED THAT PUBLICLY IT WOULDBE A GVN TEAM WITH U.S. IN 
SU?PORTii~G ROLE. ACTUALLY IT WILL FUNCTION AS WE HAD SUGGESTED 
(SAIGON 17607)· WITH U.S. HAVING FULL PARTICIPATION WITH VIETNANESE. 
BbB KdM!R WAS PLEASED WITH R~SULTS YESTERDAYOF FIRST MEETING AND 

• • I BELIEVE WE-SHALL BE O~~ THZ WAY PROl1lPTLY. I HAVE REPORTED MO-RE 
FULLY IN MY WEEKLY !1ESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT, GETTING OFF TODAY~ 

- 6. I AM ALSO GLAD TO REPORT THAT IN OTHER.ACTIONS t-l!NISTRY OF HEALTH. 
HAS RESPONDED MAGNIFICENTLY. IT HAS PRE-ENPTED SERVICES OF sar,1E "'t 

.. 40 ARVN DOCTORS IN SAIGON .. AND ~lINISTER LU Y HAS WORKED 
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AROUNDTHE CLOCK FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS. THE.MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
WORKSHAS ALSO PERFORHED WELL. REPAIRS WERE EXTRAORDINARILY 
QUICKLYMADETO THE AQUEDUCT IN THE CITY AND ALL OF SAIGON HAS WATER. 
FOOD SUPPLIES ARE AMPLE, AID HAS BEEN ABLE TO RESTORE POWER. 
OUTAGEOF TWO NIGHTS AGO, AND THERE IS FUEL ON HAD FOR AT LEAST 
TWENTYDAYS' SUPPLIES, WE PICKED UP GVN LEAFLETS YESTERDAY 
SHOWING PICTURE OF VCTERROR KILLINGRECOUNTING THE NUMBER OF 
VC KILLED AND CAPTURED, PRAISING ARVN FOR ITS PROMPTRESPONSE 
TO THE VC ACTION, AND CALLING FOR THE PEOPLE TO STAND FAST IN THE 
FACE OF TH"E VC. 

• GP-1 
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•'r. 1:30 p. m. 

THE WHITE HovsE 
..,. •.. - ., WASHINGTON 

•. 
February 4, 1968r 

Mr. President: . ' .. 
The attached memorandum summarizes 
possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet begun. 

General Ginsburgh prepared it for 
:Mr. Rostow, who is not in the 
office at the moment. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 

• l 
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Sunday, February 4, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

I would speculate that there are two possible reasons why the attack on 
Khe Sanh has not yet materialized: 

Our B- 52 and tactical air attacks may have upset their timing 
., 
! especially if the air bombardment actually put their headquarters 

out of operation for _a day or so. 

They may have planned the attack on Khe Sanh to coincide with a 
second round of attacks on the cities. Initial attacks on the cities 
would be designed to force General Westmoreland to commit his 
reserves. The second round would keep them committed while 
they launched a major assault on Khe Sanh. 

Since the first attacks did not achieve their objectives, it is conceivable 
that the attack might not take place. 

More likely, the enemy would try to carry out its original plan. If so, 
we might expect the battle for Khe Sanh to start within the next three 
days. Variqus intelligence reports indicate; for example: 

Attack as early as possible before 5 February. 

General Loan, police director, believes another attack on 
Saigon is scheduled for 4 or 5 February. 

Enemy troop movements in Pleiku area indicate possibility 
of attack the night of 4 February (today our time}. 

-- A second attack is s:heduled for Nha Trang ten days after 
the first attack (6 or 7 February). 

Special communications plans for ene~y units the night of 
4-5 February. 

General Ginsburgh 

SECitE1' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sunday, February 4, 1968 
6:30 p. m. 

~--~(), ..'· 

Mr. President: i 
J 

The mortar attack on Khe Sanh continues; 
however, there has. been no report of ground 
attacks at this time. 

The enemy is reported to have reached the 
wire defending Hill 861, but the Marine Force 
manning the defensive positions are reported 
to be pushing the enemy from the Hill. 

The- information passed·to you earlier reporting 
Hill 881 S as being under ground attack has been 
proved erroneous. The Hill is reported to be 
quiet. 

The weather in the ¥..he Sanh area is 5 00 feet 
\ I 

ceiling and visibility is one -half mile to over. a 
mile with ground fog. 

I 
I 

Robert N. Ginsburgh . i 
i 

I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 4, 1968 

Mr. President: ... . ,. 

Herewith the B-52 strikes for the 
day now scheduled -- 33, all in the 
Khe Sanh area. 

This battle will probably take some 
time. 

We shall monitor round-the-clock in 
the Situation Room. 

I suggested to Bus Wheeler he file a 
daily report with you. 

,r 

:a 
I 
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.. • <._ ~._ TOP SECRE'f/LU,JDiS 

THE NATIONAL. MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WASHINGTON. O.C. t0301 

4 February 1968 
4-: 30 PM ESTDECLASSIFIED 

Authority OS0 letter NO':· 2 2 1978 

THE JOINT STAFF . By d{j ,NARS, Date I, -i I- 7 7 
MEMORANDUM Watch Officer., House SituationPOR: Senior White 

Room 
Mr. Benjamin IL ·Read, Exoc.utive Secretary, 

Depa1·tment of State, c/o Operations Center 

Subject: Ope~ational High.lights 

SOUTHEASTASIA 

'I'he following US Ail· Force B-52 missions are now sc.he.duled 
to be flown during the ·next 24 hours: 

MISSION& TIME (EST) TARGETLOCATION 
NR OF ACFT ON TARGET AND DESCRIPTION 

UNIFORM38 7:15 PM In South Vietnam, 6 miles south­
'(6 n-S2s) 4 February southeast of Khe Sanh; contains 

storage. areas and mun! tion supplfes. 

UNIFORM66 1:20 AM In South Vietnam, 6 miles nortl1-
(12 B-S2s) 5 F_ebruary northwest of Kha Sanh; contains a 

battalion size bivouac area. 

. UNIFORM 95 9:50 AM In South Vietnam, 8 miles west­
( 12 .. B • S 2 s) S February northwest of Khe Sanh; contains 

storage and mun.ition supplies, 

UNIFORM 91 12:40 PM In Sputh Vietnam, 17 miles northeast 
(9 B-52s) S February of Kh~ Sanh; contains elements of 

the NVA 320th Division. 

The following ROLLINGTHUNDER57 ALFAstrikes are now 
scheduled du.ring the next 24 hours: 

TIME (EST) 
TARGETANDLOCATION ON TARGET !lli.!.1 STRIKE FORCE 

Chuc Son A1"mybarracks 7:36 PM 7 AF 4 F-105 
(N)~ 10 miles south· 4 February 

. west of Hanoi 3:36 AM 4 F-105 
S February 

. . 

H~ Dong Army bRrracks 7:38 PM 7 AF .s F-105 
(SW), 8.S miles south­ 4 Feb1·uary 
west of Hanoi 3:38 AM 8 F.:.105 

..S Februa1·y 

-TOP SECREf/LI~DIS 
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TIME(EST)' ThRGET AND LOCATION ON TARGET 

Kinh No railroad yard, 7:56 PM 
9 miles no,th of Hanoi 4 Feb1·un:ty 

3:56 AM 
5 Februa.r)' 

.Lang Son railroad/ 3:35 AM 
highway.bridge (JCS 18), 5 Pebnaa 1·y . 
79 miles northeast or 
Hanoi 

NMCC- 4 FEB 68, 4:30 PMEST 

2 

_,' __________-- -----··- ..·-

UNIT STRIKn FORCE --
7 AF 12 F-105 

12 F-105 

7 AF 4 F-4 

••• --·--·· 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

: r 

WASHINGTON 

Sunday, February 4, 1968 . . 
j
:J 

7:20PM • ~ 

,:· .. .: 1 
Mr. President: 

.,._ . 
i 

At last report the attack on Hill 861 was 
diminishing. 

The mortar attack on the Khe Sanh combat base 
has ceased. The base was reported to be 
quiet and the airstrip was still open. The 
extent of damage to the base is unknown at 

1 • this time. .....~ 'OIi 

ROBERT N. GINSBURGH 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sunday, February 4, 1968 
8:25 P.M. 

Mr. President: 

As we wai~ for some word about what may be happening at Khe Sanh, 
it helps to remember that these are always trying periods for Commanders 
( or Commanders-in-chief). 

jleneral..:Ei~epJ!Qtfe.riarter refusing to allow Prime Minister Churchill 
to accompany the D-te.y invasion forces expressed his thoughts: "Neverthe­
less, my sympathies were with the Prime Mini.ster. Agaii.:f. I hall ..... t-9·;~ndur~ 
·tne~:1.:nt·erin:rna.ole~va!_t_.tha.t_:._e.J;~~ in~~~~n~~- ~~en~ the finel,;~~~~.±.!it.PV . 
.:(jf and thetne n:fgncommand ea~liest·J,osst_ble_--.deter;r.Anatj.pn~1tf::!U!!£Et~ 
~J:...fail:ii:r~.~~±n·sucfi verJ_~~~~ . 

I spent the time visiting troops that were to participate in the 
assault ...• I found the men in fine fettle, many of them joshingly 
admonishing me that ca.u.'11~-ro~:fl.Orn"•I had "i.16 ·~sii,.~e· the~~~Ql~_Y:~lo~e~::·b~~ga~ 
'1!:-:·th}?_ -~,i:_ttt~i :Cqn>s-r~~~ffl-~~...:::1&~~7--~YNft.~w;iQl.~~t~is~now.;at.:H-µ~: 
~d __be.:tak.etl'..:~~l;'J!..~~-:1_n:fin~~-~h~pe~~ 

ROBERTN. GINSBURGH 

https://finel,;~~~~.�.!it.PV


, 1 IT~~ Jt LLY E'YES OHLY GENERAL WHEELER 

CO~IFIDEN'l'fAL 

February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WHEELER 

Bus --

You will wish to know that the 
President dispatched this message to 
9en. Westmoreland back channel today. 

W. YI. Rostow 

co;wFIDENTIAL -

• DECLASSIFIED 
Authority l>SD 10-~s-?8' NSc. 8-11./-~o 

'tt--~~' NARS, Date H-J-~- eo 

WWRostow:rln 

. I 
I 
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y/LITE~ALLY F.YES ONLY FROt1 T'Hf: PffESID~NT FOR GEi~ER1,L 

'iEST~!OR:::LAND ----
T~ERE IS SOME IRRES?OtSIBLt TALK IN TH2 NSWS?APERS 

#.BROA.D AND HERE TOD.~YTHl\T ':!£ HAVE LOST cor:FIDZNCE 
1}: YOU. • 

I t'ISH TO TELL YOU Hl THE BLLUTEST A;~D MOST DIRECT 
WAYI CAN !XAT I HAVE N~VER DEALT ~ITH~ MA~ IN YEOM 
I HAD ~ORE CO~:FIDE~!CZ. YOU At D YOURVIETnAt~tSE COLLEAGUES 
HAVE, IN NY Jv,oi~ENT, DEALT HITH THZ ATTACK ON TH!: 
CIT 1~5 ~ELL. • 

rr !S MY JUDC:WSN-TTHAT YOUR LEADER2HI? fJ•.JDFLLS\IJORTH'S 
.:4ILL ER ING US ·MUCH rU1THER '1J-ifAD A fONTH F?OM NO!J THAN 
•E OTH:~2tt:ISS ~OULD HAVE BEE{L. 

LST US MAKE THAT HA:.->?E~l. 
I EELIEVE THAT EV£RYTHING YOU H~VE ASKED FOR HAS BEEN 

SUP?L!ED. 
AS YOU GO INTO THIS BATTLE, YOU HAVE MY FULLEST?OSSIBLE 

CONFIDENCEAND SU??O~T 
170 

DECLASSIFIED 
•E.O. 1295 , cc. 3.6 

LJ C/&-;Cj3 
By Ch , NARA Da t<--3-?7 
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ME1-IORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 
.: 

.,...;,;' 
✓-,. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. R~~ 
,/ 

Bob Ginsburgh just called to inform me that 
General Wheeler w.as informed in a telephone conversation 
with General Westmoreland that "gravel has been laid north 
of Khe Sanh. " 

Bob said we h~ no other information available 
at the present time, but would probably find out more this 
afternoon. 

Art Mc Cafferty 

f' 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

COt</EIDEN't!AL -
Monday, February 5, 1968 
8:25 a. m. 

• -t. 

Mr. President: 

This sununary of three prisoner of war 
interrogation reports is consistent with the 
longer one I sent up earlier. 

If our boys follow through in clearing up 
the cities and we hold Khe Sanh, the morale _ 

(. problem will shortly be on the other side. 

l)!Jd~Rostow 

TDCS 314/02051-68 (advance) 

DEiLLAS..:,IFIED 1979
C\A I tter SEP

Authority ~~!----=.:~-----:-
//) -- ;).- 7

By ~ , NARS, Date_..:..:.;_-.--

CO,N'FIDENTIAL 

1. • - ·.r 
• j 

/ .• -, 



SANHIZED ANI IZ D AuthorityL1.i_ /:)-:)I-- 71' ,&,~,
ST,\TE (RCD 

By d .. fr , {.;Ai~3,Date '/-- 6- 7 7Cl.\ ··O CI 

....c G t'J f I D L\ ll T I A 6 NOFOHN CI'IE TDCS3 l4/Q205 l "·G3 CI-\DVANCE) 
cou;TfHY: SOUTH VIETiJ}~Vi 

·nor: 27 JANUARY 1968 - 4 FEB~UARY 1963 
. SUBJ::CT: VIEWS OF Ot·-iE VIET COt·iG l\1'~0 T:.-.:8 i•·iOHTH VIET~·;.~~~·lESi~ 

M-?MY p;-nsoNF:RS CONCE.RMHJGTH~ PLAt•:s ,\dD 03,JZCT IVES 
OF THE TET ·oFfENSIVE AND POPULAR SUPPORT F~OM THE 
SOUTH VIETi·iM;ESE PEOPLE DUiU(;G THE OFFENSJ.VEo 

ACQ: C5 FEBRUARY 1963) I 
SOURC2: 

I ( 

d Baines Johnson. LibrC .0 p. y _ Lyn on . . 
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-~FORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON .. 
,·. 

Monday, February 5, 1968 -- 8:50 a.m. 

Mr. President: 

While on night duty I asked Bob Ginsburgh 
to do a terse statistical comparison of the 
situation at Dien Bien Phu and that at Khe Sanh. 

The numbers suggest why our military are 
confident. 

------------___.:.__:_------....;___-~---=--
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu 

The campaign for Dien Bien Phu lasted 209 days and the actual 
seige 56 days. 

Th~,~b,~b~ag.wi.tk;a,?:UJ:W~.Jil·'Eil:r.:gt~~flQD;.Ji,ncluding 
Montagnars; North Africans, Vietnamese and Foreign Legionnaires}. 
Although a ,~ot?Jo(:.'.15- 1 000·~tpat-id., maximum strength on the French 
side at any one time was about 13, 000. Total casualties were: 1., 100 
killed, 1., 600 missing and 4,400 wounded. 

~ 
T~r~~emed:4:~;s-0.lr.~o.m.1:iaf.:Ii."'aoiis pl us 5s, o o o 

support troops. 

~ comparison we have ~.Jl.Cl~an~h~a~versus an 
enemy strength of aboqt_.,20·,··o-no.:,-AThus the enemy's advantage i~:t~:li:il 
;han~4;"tu1t;rat?sr.-than:~s}rto· supportk-a-s;:J:t::Wa~f;-_1lf~:Bien5-:Ph~(including 
troops). If we consider total strengths in I Corps north of Hue, the enemy 
has only 38,600 versus our 41,000 (including South Vietnamese). 

~.b}.a·-s:-upiu_ills par a chuted _f~n~l?iJfn Ph~ averaged a bout 
.~ ...pe.~dajlduring the seige. General Westmoreland has a 

ca pa bili ty oLJ_Ofr.tQ'M~U 

Total aircraft available to the French ~y'.ex~:1.....~.ba~~~ 
-en~~pp~and:.-i:&'c1mr.tm~aiicraA. By com par is on, the U. S. 
has more than,; 2.a:OOJt~c~eJt;n~.:P.Jl_~.J!W~ 

ROBERT N.· GINSBURGH 



INFORMATION 

GONRl)ENTIAL 

MOAday. February 5, 1968 -- 4:05 pm 

~. Prealdent: 

Thi• 1• the report I didn't send alon1 the other 
day becauee: lt waa only one auch straw ill the 
wind; and CIA could not evaluate the ao.~ce. 
NeYertheleaa, it b lmereatlag. 

ha• lnformecl the Viet Cong ~t aupport will be 
withdrawn 1n March ~968 and therefore the Viet Cong 
muet make every effort to win before March. " 

report• that the North Vletname•e army 
1.5(C) 
3A(b)(1) 

W. W. Roatow 

By 

WWRostow:rln 



I 
J 

INFORMATION 

' .. THE WHITE HOUSE
... ,p • 

WASHINGTON 

Monday, February 5, 1968 -- 6:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the casualty figures and weapons 
I -

captured by Corps areas from 29 January to 
midnight February 4 in Vietnam. 

•. 

Roughly speaking, if these figures are 
correct, they took 10 weeks t casualties in a 
week. 

I.. 
·The weapons captured are also round about 

10 weeks' take. 

W. W. Rostow 

J 
... 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE 

WASHINGTON 

HOUSE 

February 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: Statistics 

The following 
January to midnight, 

on the Past Week's Activity in Vietnam 

are cumulative statistics for the period 
February 4, by Corps areas: 

from the 29th of 

Killed Wounded Captured Weapons Captured 

I Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

6030 
225 
335 

1218 
1159 

2009 1276 

II Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

3562 
77 

270 
309 
933 

1477 1103 

III Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

7118 
148 
238 

1109 
905 

456 1412 

IV Corps 

Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

3625 
65 

226 
239 
956 

559 1043· 

TOTAL 

.Enemy 
u. s. 
South Vietnamese 

20, 335. 
515 

1,069 
2,875 
3,953 

4,501 4,834 
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It is interesting to look at this in comparison with other periods. 

1965 1966 1967 Last wee_k 

Ratio enemy/friendly killed 2. 8/1 3. 7 /1 4.1/1 12. 8/1 

Enemy weapons captured (weekly average) 2~-4 357 598 4~ 8_34 

It is difficult to make a relationship with prisoners, due to a change in 
reporting procedures. However, it is interesting to note that the prisoner of 
war population as of January 1 was 9, 743. Assuming all those captured last 
week are valid POWs, this will mean we have increased this population by almost 
50 percent in just one week. 

Art Mc Cafferty 



MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 

THE WHITE 

WASHINGTON 

HOUSE 

Monday, February 5, 1968 -- 9:00 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

in 
Responding 

Vietnam as 
to a question 

follows. 
from Elspeth last night, I explained events 

The war had been proceeding in 
side gradually improving its position, 
down: like this 

1967 
the 

on an ~ttritional basis 
Comrnunists gradually 

with our 
running 

/JJ/ieJ 

Behind these curves were pools of military forces and fire power which 
represented the -working capital available to the two sides. 

As the documents forecast, the Communists decided to take a large 
part of their capital and put it into: 

an attack on the cities; 

a frontier attack at Khe Sanh and elsewhere. 

In the one case their objective was the believed vulnerability of the 
GVN and the believed latent p·opular support for the Viet Cong. 

In the other case, the believed vulnerability of the U.S. public opinion 
. to discouragement about the war. 
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So the ·curves actually moved like this: 

.. 

·. 

'---------
... 

The dotted portions indicate· the potentiality i.f: 

the cities are cleared up arid held ~gainst possible follow-on attacks; 

the GVN demonstrate effective political and relief capacity; 

we hold Khe Sanh; 

we keep U. s. opinion steady on course. 

a 
In short, 

shortening 
if all 

of the 
on our 

war. 
side do their job well, the net effect could be 



---------

... 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

We have gone through the accumulated materials resulting 
from interrogation of prisoners and documents captured last week, 
,and sought the answers to three questions: 

1. Did the VC/ NV A troops expect the Vi tnamese po ,ulace 
to rise up and support the_m in their attacks? 

z. Did the VC/ NV A have any known plans for retreat or 
withdrawal? 

3. What is the VC/NVA evaluation as to success or failure 
of the campaign? 

In general,. the answe-rs are as follows: 

1. Yes, they did expect assistance and uprising as evidenced 
•by the following responses to interrogation. 

A prisoner captured on January 31 in Chau Doc City stated 
that the attack was to create conditions which would bring the U.S. 
Government to negotiate in order to proceed with peace. The time 
was ripe for an uprising. He said that the VC realized that they were 
committing everything and every person they had in this assault. 
It was ob,.lious to all that the assault was a "go for broke" matter. 
He believes that few of the participants expected success, although 
most of them hoped that they would succeed. 

Prisoners captured in ~foa Trang (II Corps) state that they 
were told they could take Nha Trang because o! the VC organization 
in the city. The NV..A officers did not believe this but went on with' 
the attack in order to· support the nation-wide effort and- make success 
possible elsewhere. 
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According to one of these who was ·captured on the morning 
of February 4, "The current general insurr_ection campaign will 
extend for the duration of the Winter-Spring Campaign. Many 
attacks will continue because the order has been given ahd cannot 
be countermanded." He stated that "when the VC/NV A attacked 
Nha Trang, they expected to be defeated; however, they believed 
in the general insurrection campaign of South Vietnam. 

The Executive Officer of the VC Zone Committee II, Gia Lai 
(Pleiku), who was captured on January 30, stated that the aim 
of the present action is to achieve the goals set forth in Resolution 13 
of the Lao Dong Party, that is, guide people to strike and 
demonstrate and to liberate all areas. He also advised.that the 
present offensive was scheduled to last seven days and would end 
on February 5, 1968. 

Three prisoners captured in the Bien Hoa area stated that 
they had believed that the population v10uld assist in an uprising 
against the GVN and U. s. forces and in their opinion the anticipated 
support from the p~pu~ation has not been forthcoming. 

2. All evidence points to the conclusion that orders were 
received to uhold at all costs." Prisoners captured on January 30 
in the attack on Pleiku revealed that they had orders to "take Pleiku 
.City-or not return. " Three prisoners captured in the Bien Hoa 
area apparently were not provided with withdrawal plans since there 
was no question ~bout achievement of victory. The prisoners _said 
their orders were to continue fighting until victory. (Lack of a 
withdrawal plan and unfamiliarity with the local terrain may account 
in part for the large enemy losses.) 

Four prisoners captured in the attack on Saigon provided the 
following: Casualties were to be left behind. After Saigon had 
been occupied, there would be a sp:ecial detachment to take care of 
wounded. The Battalion was not to retreat. The obfective was to be 
held indefinitely. Supplies would be brought in later. Troops were 
ordered to fight until Saigon was taken. A prisoner who died of • 
wounds on February 1 revealed before his death that the major 
objectives in the attack on Saigon were the Presidential Palace, the 
radio station, and the Tan Son Nhut Airbase, with orders to hold 
at all costs, with no thought of retreat. 
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Another prisoner (believed to be a VC General and currently 
undergoing more intensive interrogation) reveale.d that the VC 
planned to take over Chau Doc Province ~t any cost. If this 
.failed, then taking over the Province was to be completed befo~e 
the end of the "Spring Phase, " that i_s, before the end of March 
1968. This all came about because of an order from COSVN to 
use the Tet period as a "unique opportunity to make sacrifices of 
their lives for the survival of the fatherland." .There was no plan 
of retreat or withdrawal as the VC were convinced of success. 
This was part of a general uprising throughout South Vietnam, 
which would reduce the number of U.S. or GVN troops which could 
be sent in as reinforcements. Thus, if their first attack on 
Chau Doc City failed, they planned to keep attacking until they 
achieved s·uccess. 

Approximately 100 VC prisoners captured in the attack on 
the city· of Rach Gia, Kien Giang Province, with an average age 
being between 15 and 18 years, 1·evealed during interrogation that 
the soldiers were given no contingency plan and were directed 
simply to take the town and hold it until a coalition government could 
be formed. 

3. There is little hard evidence in the form of response to 
interrogation or captured documents which give feel for their 
assessment of success or failure. However, the following does 
show that plans did not pro gr es s as anticipated. 

A prisoner captured in Chau Doc City indicated that his 
troops had been told that the conditions were now right for an 
uprising of the population and that an aggressive and rapid assault 
would bring the people to the side of the VC and make untenable 
the positions of tre GVN and American defenders. The uprising 

. in fact did not take place during the attack and the prisoner said 
that it is likely that this lack of all-out popular commitment to the . 
campaign is having a bad effect on the morale of the VC attackers. 

A prisoner captured during the attack on ~1la Trang stated 
that there would be a second attack on the city and that the Special 
Forces Headquarters, the 62nd Aerial Squadron, and the airfield 



. ; 

would be shelled. Shelling had 
attack but the element in charge 
not arrive on time. 

been intended 
of transporting 

du1·ing the first 
ammunition did 

-4-

W. W. Rostow 

·AmcC:jjs 

.:.. - ... .,.. 



ACTION 
THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1968 
9 :50 a. m. r. 

{) 'f.,"i... 
,1.Y~ ~­

,o 
Mr. President: 

Herewith constructive thoughts from Amb. Lodge . 
. • 

May I make them available to Sects. Rusk and 
McNamara and Dick Helms? 

r_ 

Yes 

L. 

No 
• .,..~ . 

Call me 

'i?QP SSOR:B't' attachment 

-J 
I _··-1 

l 
• -1 

~--



• I· 

'2.c 

OEPARTM ENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 5, 1968 

TOP SECRET - M0:011) 

Dear Walt: 

Herewith a memorandum for the President. 

With warm regards, 

As ever yours, 

The Honorable Walt W. Rostow 
•Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Enclosure 

TOP S:E CRE'J? ±'IDDLS 

I . -~j. 

DECLASSIFIED ·-,i. 

• Authority-&«; 1-~'I-/Jf~ 
- ... ~ j? . NARS ~D· ·ate 3 - . 9-/J-'J

By :::-1 ' • ' 

i 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1968 

--!:I_T~O~P~'tl0_E~,tC~R~EET~~~H~O~D~~~-- DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ~ /- 1' t/-Ff ~ 

To: The President • B~ 4 ,NARS, Date ..3- () o/- 77 

From: H, C. Lodge /JIe1,!At~ 
1. While some of the recent raids in Viet-Nam eventually took on 

a conventional .rnilitary aspect (as, for example, in Hue) ,most 

of them ~ere clandestine; were conducted in civilian clothes; 

and were closely intertwined with the civilian population for 

information, for path finding, and for attempted political effects. 

2. These raids, therefore, were appropriate activities for the use 

of police-type techniques and it seems fair to conclude that if 

the police-type work -- whether by military or police personner. -­

had been superior, many of the raids would have been prevented 

and those which would not have been prevented would have been 

more rapidly put down. 

3. TI\ existence of effective police-type forces being, I believe, 

utterly vital both in the long and short run, I suggest that the 

present is a good time to have a fresh audit made of the ade­

quacy of existing Vietnamese forces -- as to size, organization 

and training -- to perform those police-type functions. 

4. This audit should be made by a civilian, since these clandestine 

terrorist raids involve weighty political and psychological consider­

ations which make them altogether different from the n1ilitary. The 

__.Jft"Jp SECRET- NODIS 
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TOP iS~Ctt~T - NODIS 

- 2 -

audit should be done as quietly, tactfully, unobtrusively, in- _ 

formally - - and rapidly - - as possible. 

5. The above is said 'Without derogating from the courageous per-

•formance of individual Vietnamese during the past week and 

from what has already been accomplished by the Americans 

in charge of pacification. 

6. This moment may, however, be the heaven-sent opportunity 

to give the GVN some much needed stimulus which normally 

they would not be able to take~ 

7~ Some of the qµestions to which answers should be obtained, 

on the American side, are: 

a) With how much intensity and sharp focus is the job of 
revamping ~e ARVN going? 

b) How clearly is the new mission of the ARVN, notably 
in its sociological and civil implications, understood 
up and down the line ? 

c) Are the ARVN trainers persuading and enthusing? 

-d) Do the trainers understand it all themselves? 

8. Some questions on the Vietnamese side are: 

a) What progress has been made on rooting out the Viet 
Cong infrastructure in the places which wer~ raided 
last week? 

b) • If, as has been reported, advance knowledge existed 
of the intended raids, what was done before the raids 
took place by way of a "comb out", that is: verifica-. 
tion of identity cards, checkpoints, curfew,_ etc. 

- TOP SE CRi:T NOD~ 
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c} To what extent were the infiltrators 
they arrived in town? 

picked up when 

d} Are the police generally easily available in the slum 
section,sof Saigon where information on location of 
Viet Cong normally exists? If not, are steps being 
taken to make them so? 

e} What is the feasibility of organizing 
themselves to help the police? 

the urban masses 

TOP SECRET :t>iODTS 



INFOR:r-✓-A TION 

Tuesday 
February 6, 1968 - - 2:55 p. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Enemy Attacks in the Khe Sanh Area 

We have just received information that the AR VN unit at 
Lang Vei, to the west of Khe Sanh, was under heavy ground attack 
at 2: 20 p. m. this afternoon. Initial reports indicate that the enemy 
employed seven tanks; at least one of the tanks had been knocked 
out. 

During the contact, the Marines at Khe Sanh fired COFRM1 
from 105mm guns. 

W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority DSD lo-:JiS-78' N SC- g -lt/-8 0 

By ~k.. ~), NABS, Date g-:,.t:;- /i'O 

:SECR~'i' · 



-hEEr<E'r 

INFORMATION 

Tuesday 
February 6, 1968 -- 5:50 p. m. 

ic.'J ~·.o~?J 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Fighting Around Khe Sanh 

At 5: 09 tonight the enemy is using flamethrowers at 
the Lang Vei Special' Forces camp. Latest reporting indicates 
the enemy used 9 tank~ and 4 to 5 are disabled. 

Twenty-eight rounds of 105mm COFRAM was fired in 
support. 

Khe Sanh combat base is receiving 6 rounds of mortar 
fire per minute and the runway is cratered. 

~stow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O.12958,Sec. 3.5 

rSCMemo, 1/30/95, State Dept. Guidelines 
Bye& N~,Date ~-~8-''7 



MEMORANDUM 

SEC!tl!!T THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION 

w.~s H IN·GTON 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 
8:30 p. _m. 

J£/v-
MR. PRESIDENT: / 

Based on a telephone call to MACV., the Pentagon says the attached 
AP bulletin is not true. The camp has ~ been overrun and occupied. 

South Vietnamese forces and our forces at Lang Vei are in their 
bunkers. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 

183 
• I. 

BULLETIN 

SAIGON (A?)-SOUTH VIETNAMESE HEADQUARTERSSAID A SPECIAL FORCES­

GREEN BERET-CAMP IN THE NORTHWEST OF SOUTH.VIETNAM CORNER WAS OVERRUN 

ANDOCCUPIED EARLY WEDNESDAY TROOPS USING TANKS AND BY COMMUNIST 

ARMORED CA~S. 
GG81~P. 5 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority D5D Jo-"-S-?8' N.SC- 8-/ t/-iO 

By JJ::- (11?),NABS, Date S ~;) 9--H0 



FBIS 13 FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

PARIS AFP IN SPANISH 0428 GMT 7 FEB 68 E 

(TEXT) SAIGON'.""-THE LANG VEI CAMP HAS BEEN DESTROYED AND. 
OCCUPIEDBY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE,IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED 
HERE THIS MORNING. 

7 FEB 0457 AN/RS 

-· . . .. 
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co~t\;:}~ 0;~ souT~I VIET;-,:;.:T1 EARLY ,;;~D~~ESDA·-r:\l·-lD jj£r\;~1~;~;,:~J TiiZ 

THE U-S-COMMAND 3~~~~SAYS RADIO C0~7ACT WITHTh£ ~½E~:s~~ 
l . BE~E'f TROO?E~s I~·-JSIDE --r11z-ct~r1~? \-JAS,LCIST _::or-~:•10RET}~~~~~~1 t\~•; :1ouR 
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1 , Tti~:;\s i:1:EI~~Et)£STI--~OYED-.. ·IT ;_,]t..s r11E ?I=iS'"f 11·,1~ -rnE E~Jzt,1r H~s • 2~~t~~. 
1• REPORTED USING t i\NKS IM THE: VIETNh;ti 1,.JAR,. 

SOUTH vn:n\Lqf,1ESZ ;.;:i:LIT.t.?.Y EEC\DCU.~~T::RS HAD RS?C•RI2::) 
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A GOVER~~ENTSPOKESMANSAYS A JECONNAISSANCE?LA~I FLYING ,/ 

HAD ~ITHDRAWN FROJ THE CAM?~ 
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INFORMATION 

Wednesday 
February 7, 1968 10:30 a.m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Possible Evacuation of Lang Vei 

The NMCC informs us that they have just received 
a garbled secure telephone call from MACV which indicates that 
all personnel have been evacuated from Lang Vei. 

They will follow up shortly with a teletype message . 

. ---:2..-' ,---,,-

--,.. '---2.-
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INFORMATION 
t· 

THE WHITE HOl. 

WASHINGTON 

601~.B ID.E,N IIAL 

Wednesday, February 7, 1968 
11:55 a. m . ,i 

.oe,.# r,4 .... 

..,...,i--' ✓"\Mr. President: 

\ . Herewith a balance~ assessment 
from Bunker, much like our own. 

Saigon 18399 
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~Wednesday, February 7 
1 

1968 
, NA.RS,Date 3 -~/- 7 

FOR THE PRESIDENT L 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM BUNKER (Saigon 18399) 

SUBJECT: -Hanoi's Expectations From a.nd Reaction To Its Recent Offensive 

As information from documents and prisoners captured in the recent fighting 
begins to accumulate, the ey.id_enc..e· i,s_ growing that• Vfet Cong /North Yietn,_an1ese 
1!:~Y;..::R!~i~.g ~e~ied heayily 9n prQspects o!'_~--'-~E:.~~ral up.risjng 11 _an_<l ~arge- sea-le 
cl~ections_ of Army of the Republic of Vietnam_~~tt.~ to __1nake possible a Com.munist 
hle-o.;;r··of the adminlsfratfon~--0Crria;1y· provincial capitals and territorial units . 

. ,.Tlie1°r-ta·ctics were designed fo e:nc-o~rage ;t;~h--;_-·cie~'""elopment .• -· - • 
:--.....~; ..,..~....___, ------ ... -·- ·-

~~~~:gJm1....e~9::Lt.o-try .to r.ender Army of the Republic of Yietnam_units leaderless. 
In several cases., enemy forces were given the speci fie mission of killing or kid­
napping various high- ranking Army of the Republic of Vietnam Commanders and 
paralyzing Army of the Republic of Vietnam command posts (the Joint General . 
Staff compound its elf was one specific object of the attack) in the belief that the 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam units concerned would then defect to the Viet 
Cong/North Vietnamese Army side. The Communists invented a special organiza­
tion -- the Revolutionary Armed Forces - - to enable defecting Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam.units to team up with the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army without 
having to join the People's Liberation Armed Forces as such. The other prime 
target of the Viet Cong/~orth Vietnamese Army operation was the administrative 
and police structure throughout the country, and Communist propaganda from the 
earliest hours of the offensive referred to the importance of establishing revolu•­
tionary administrations to supplant those of the "puppet government" destroyed by 
the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army attack. There are reports of individuals 
having already been nominated for key jobs in the new Viet Cong administrative 
apparatus and of plans even having been made for a flag- raising ceremony for the 
new Viet Cong administration in Kontum on the first day of the lunar new year. 

¢'-P..-~-virlu!_ll:Y tatal abs.enc.e_..of th~. u~ually .elaborate Viet Cong withdrawal plans· .. 
• ;a~ well as the "no retreat" instruction given to the units concerned strongly suggest 
-~c:i.~it was beli~y_e_d~tb_~!_c!l~ ~h_ey-_wo.u.l~have to. do ~s t.o_s_~ize i!i~_ir objective and 
Iiof'cf1tfor a bri~l..p.e.tipd of tim.e..while __the masses- of the people and the defecting 
Ariil-Y of the ReEublic o~ Vietna1n. could be mobilized.for .their support . ., 

There is &F.-QWing-evi-denoe, in captured documents and interrogation reports as 
well as Communist propaganda, that-A.mus ___m_ift_j.p.__popular __support to the Viet.-::.· 

-~zj.N0r:tlLYietname.s.e...Arroy wa$ anticipated as the_ allied military situation 
deteriorated and Government of Vietnam administrative authority crumpled. Here 
again a special organization - - the Alliance of National and Peaceful Forces 

CONF I:C:1if.i'.NI Ii £Is 
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was invent._e_g_t2.JX1,a..ke it-·pos·sible to def ec't from the governrnent ~i,__d~:,.:~t~!p,out~.. 
a~"'~§-tii.Pe.comin,g . .part-0:f-the National Liberation Front itself-.- Some enemy units 
even had instructions not - - repeat not - - to damage installations and equipment 
(at Tan Son Nhut Airfield, for example), as these should be kept intact for Viet 
Cong/North Vietnamese Army use. 

!l~~l~!\~,S;-~X. ..:~vith wllich~he . .Viet· .Co;ng/North Vietnamese Army have held on to some 
of the areas they have captured (in Hue and parts of Saigon, for instance) also 
~~-?;~_e_!!,~h,.at th._e !.~a~_ship_~env:is.ag ed. a s eiz_e:-~d;:h_g ld. hnot...a .. hit:-:.and~ ..run operation._ 

·-The only way this would be possible with the forces available to the Viet Cong/ 
North Vietnamese Army would be if they received massive popular and Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam support. 

lhl~~~¾-e.t,..b.yJlow ..that the,...Y.ie:t_J;Qng/N.orth Yietnamese Army e:x-pectations were 
~otj\;u..filled.- - we know of no Army of the Republic of Vietnam unit which defected 

to the enemy, and the popular uprising simply did not take place. In part, this may 
have been due to_ the failure of specific operations - - the attempts to kill or kidnap 
commanders almost all failed, as did many efforts to seize key installations. The 
principal point, however, is that the Conunnnists misjudged the temper of the 
people and the Army - - they simply were not ready to throw in their lot with the 
Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army. The r~s:ult is that th~_new g;r;:oups-which the-:. 
1{:i~i5;:_,9!}g__.set.up .for defectors. a.m~::mg _tl?-e ~~my and people -remain unma11ned; the 
a:-;~as which the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army wrestled from the Government 
of Vietnam are being taken back; the Government of Vietnam is pulling itself 
together; and it is the Government of Vietnam, not the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese 
Army or the new front groups, which is in control of the cities and is starting the 
long - - and potentially politically profitable - - rehabilitation efforto 

a~!ill.-1.;:~~~a.y:that.r-while the-recent offensive without· qu·estion brought . _ 
~e_J3,u.c.cess es ior the- Viet Cong /North Vietnames_e· Army, it would appear that 
th~ enemy's expectations were fairly sharply-disappointed and Hanoi is now con­
ft.Q.Ilteawlt~~it~iffere:Q.t s.tuation than it had anticipated . ., 

Hano.i.!..s....ze.spons.e...tothe~current.situation is .. not. yet clear •. andjt may indeed still 
~ taking sh~~~ We have noted one interesting straw in the wind on a key subject -­
negotiations with the allies. It is a Cabanes piece·from Hanoi (reporter from 
Paris AFP tr_ansmitted in English, February 5) which analyzes a February 5 
Nhan Dan article on President Johnson's February 2 press conference. According 
to Cabanes, the Nhan Dan article indicates that Hanoi now feels that it has given 
sufficient :3igns of goodwill on the negotiation. is sue and that it is up to President 
Johnson to make the next move. Cabanes says Hanoi "no longer expects a positive_ 
reply in the near future from Washington to its offer to negotiate", though it will 
not close the door to talks if President Johnson should eventually come around .. 
T!.\i~►·s...9..~d~9_ ~~s if ijaU2!_.le.~d~hiP ►- disappointed in any hopes th·at their re<:en~ 

~.e.. w.ould.put .. therri._in_a.._p.0$.it.ton_.~~-str~ngth which they might have felt would 
hE.e per~ th~~_!9 __p_~.!!lg__so;lL1e_JJexibility into-their negotiating pos~ure _have1 . 

<!~cided t~at neg_otiations s4-QA!-9-~be pu:rsued· at -present unless President Johnson 
kn:u.<;.k)..,es_unde r ,: 

https://a~_ship_~env:is.ag
https://e_!!,~h,.at
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This one sign, then, points to a digging in of heels on Hanoi's part, a posture 
that would be consistent wit~ Hanoi's earlier responses to adversity. However, 
Wfkc!.t.therr,final position: will be ren;ains to ·be seen,· 'and indeed may not.be • 
det~ed pending-further developments .....- -.... Khe Sanh, for instance .. ~· 

QONFIDfWF?f'T. I :: 



~....... 
Mf,MORANDUM (~) TFORMATION

\...,/' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONFIBEMTiAL 
Wednesday, Februarv 7, 1968 -- 3:30 p.m. 

- --{Lffc~ 4~;;;,o~ 
Mr. President: f \ 

With respect to the ECONOMIST article: 

I agree with the basic conclusion:·. This Is It. 

2. Exactly as the document said, they have, for whatever reasons, 
decided to win or lose the war in the weeks and months ahead. 

3. We do not know how much they have left after the fir st attack on 
the cities, but \ti~-- !N-X fa~Jing tj.;q~-st~?.-t th~Y ;y;JU.,~P.rttin.~eajn.the. :p.r.~.S.\t1'-:t.;. 
tg µse whatever assets t!:i.ey have tp contin~~ to attack the cities with.:,,..tW9 
~ ... • .... • -· •.. -· - .. -- • ---~-- ·- - • • - ·' ~,. ...... -~ ,. _ .... ,.,... aw;~-~ .......... 

,~~j~~t~v~ s: ""~ 

To .~rr to e~a.ust the V~etn.amese military~l}.gs,.txJLa.pp~r_aJ~s 
which has fak~n"-.tlie ffrst~h~ck well-but has.little-depth; • 

\ 

~ ~ n short, the E.G..PNQMIST Jnay_a.s S.iJ.me;:!!iat tq~ __ba.ttle·---oL the-cities, as a 
~ \ serious diversionary operation, ...... ove_r .than,._in. fact,_jti~_Ir?:Or•e nearly __ .. _\y:ill
< OoCl p.r.e>ve to be.~~ 

~ ~ .s· ··"-· 
~ ~ Cj ..,,, 

i-;;i , ' 0 4. In this connection, I must tell you that I found ·Bus \\7:heelei2.s-
~ ~ ~--~tate11;'.;nt~_:':t_th':3§~etillg like a fire bell in the night; that is,, aJI).ast,::
t3 ~ Z'>{?~}}~';-..~_y,~~!_!_g • ..,...,..Westy has been forced to commit some of his units from 
~ q ...the Air Gav Division and the 101st Airborne to support the battle for the 
Q ~ 'cities. Meanwhile, the North Vietnam.ese units opp-osite Dak To and else­
~ • where along the western frontier have not been committed. 
·s::;
0 )J 

~ : . T:ae-~g1,-:g,~~~oc.nn-ients_ ~d~ca~~- tl:~~.!ian.oP:_generals· are_ver~ 
< ~L~~onsc1.ous t.Q...:..W~_sty's_ own_reserve- forces·.-'""of th.e hnut __

-;:.... .. • . . 

5. Since this is a battle which may determine the shape of Asia for a 
very long time -- as well as the U. s. position on the world scene -- jt ls;.a. 

~~tha.t...m.ust be 'tYOn; lr~~F2!ore,. .. 1 ~am_ inclined to thi~_, ___~s __ 9f_this. .. ~f~_er:~oo~, 
tl}~t we ar_e.....cl,.QS_e.....tg.............the time whe~ we ~ .. - ___________ - s_h9_ul_q.: 

~ 
- - Fly the 81st A~rbo_t!}_e_out .. to .Vietnam;.: 

~end. enlistm.ents in._Vietnam.· an~l ~Jse"-7her~t 

CONirlfJ11N rtrit 
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6. We may be able to wait a day- or so becaµse it is possible that 
we have so damaged the Viet Cong main force units that attacked the 
cities that they will not have the capacity to extend for long the fight 
in Hue, Chol on, Danang, and Dalat. -]3~_t. fo_:,. yvi:p~t,iL1s~_wo·rth, . my ·gut .:. 

~~K.J.~ . .!.l:!1s ....iS- one wh.ere :w~_.-had__better b_e_ safe than_s_9!:.rY!... 

Having said that, I would underline that my n~ilitary qualifications 
consist in once having risen as high as the rank of Major in the planning 
of bombing ope~ations~ JJJ ~~ ~ ( 

CQP>TFIDEWTLAI 
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PASE 01 SAIG0"! 134'13 0717342 

53 
ACTICN EA 15 

PffO CIAE 00,\JSAE 00,NSCE 00,sso ·13,USIE: 3~,GPr! 03,H 02,INR 07,L 03, 

NSC LJ,P 24,RSC 01,sc 01,SP 2.12,ss 20,SR 01,0R:·! 03,SAL 01,SAH Z-3, 

Z C J71 714Z 68 ZrF-6 
Fr-i~ A':2::3ASSY 2A ISO\! 
TO A-~E:,:sASSY V I2 \1TIA >JE FLA SH 3 49 1 
PJFO 3ZCSTATE WAS:iDC r~·~EDIATE: 6)33 

· SECDSF 

DECLASSIFIED 

Author,', ~ ~---~.:Z::t.4',~ 
CI~CPAC FOR ?CLAD • BY'. ·d·-<92, l~AJ."'8,Date 3 - c:aI - 7 i 
SU2JEST LAO RE:U3SES 

1. MACV HA.C3EE~·j n1FCW'~D 3Y KHE SA~-J~-i3ASE CO"~~!A':DER THAT A~-J 
E:srr·AT:D -S'.'.'JY}LA~ RE~U3£:'.S :Ro:·! LA~1G V:SI A:1EA HA~1E l\!:OVZD TOWARD 

~ - . 

THE 3ASE At-~!) A.::Z ~l:JW ASOUT o~r::QUA?TER ~ILE AWAY FR())! IT. THIS 
?"'.>-;;"C~l.."!,.c:: A c:o;·p F"'nc TA:"TI~A, PRri::i1 i:-- .. '!;',\':) •<µ1'.;" ~A'-,.r c:¼'c: A1;:AC'.'::;'"n~t"'='-r-1·~ f\ ~ ~ ...... ..,_ .., .. • ~ _ f\ _ ..., __ _, _ '-' _ .... . .... ____ ....... , """ . , 1 " , _ ~. 1 r1. ;_; .::,J.." ..1r...,__ • ~ _._,:-.J_ ... " _ 

?RESS~iT CRITICAL ,JU'J:TURE:. U:~!:>ER~JO CIRCU'"~STA~JCES CA~: RE~USZES 
3ECC"~ SHIEL~' ?CR E\tE'~'.' ATTACK A3Ar-JST 2ASE •• 2AS co:::·'A~1DER ~AS 
TRE?.E::;'ORE3~~~.l ADVI2E:J TO ATrz··?r TO 02:TER THE REFmrES FRC:: ~!OVI~JG 
A':y CLO.SE:?. TC 3AS::: I'.lSTALLATI-: •1 S. · • 
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PAGE ~2 SAISON 13443 071734Z 

AT THE TIM2::. mTLEss WE HEAR FRO)l YOu TO THE cm1TRARY' WE PLAN TO 
'ASK HI:" TO,~ORRGWIF HE WOUL.D 2E PR}~PARED TO EE AIRLIFTED to KHE 
SA~·JH-p.J ORDER TO ENCOU;-?AGEREF.illEES TO ~•:OVE AWAY FRO~ DA~·JGER ZCNE 
It-l AS CRDERLY. A:~D EX?ED IT IOUS FA SHI Of AS POSSIBLE f\ND TO COOPERATE 
WITH 3V:J AUTHORITIE:S. , 

• 3. ~ACV ?ULLY AWARE POLITICAL SE~SITIVITY OF SITUATIO~ AND WILL OF 
CD tF:SE, DO ALL T~AT IT CA 'l TO AVOID SER IO US PJC IDE~1T, E UT ADV !SE S 
THAT TACTICAL SITUATION. AT KHE SAT{ ~lQT ~JCW CONDUCIVE TO EFFECTIVE 

. CO ~JTROL OVER· REFU3 EE S • 

• 4. IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIO~JAL U23DJT THOUSHTS OR SUGGESTror--1s, lJJE 
WOULDAPPRECIATE THE~!. WZ WILL K~EP YOU POSTED • 

. I 
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VZC?.C!(AA4.23ZIF222JN~{2!lS60DA733 '' '1!'.!3F~3 7 -C!.J 
00 YEv!lDS --- 2 I·"·· DE YSHKO) 7 03323~5 
0 ~~-3.24.ZZ YH Z FF_. 1 
Ft1° GEN WESTI·102ELA~!D, COYlUSMACV., SA!GO:~ 
TO T HE ??.E S IDE NT 
ZEM 
..c. 0 !l. F I ~ A N T I P. L ~-~1~C0 l 719-t"Yr.'e o:JL y -, 

,...~i·1 ~Of.'ATT,.;'Ul --10 Vl"\?J _1-tu yn·u.R "l,~~scr1,,~::;- o-r·· v 7 5r-::::,ol\v f,;'~::>'71' 1 Yf1'.J!'....7 ".J.,i·:• ....11.--!..l l .... , v,_ ., .J ... i.;. -·._, .... ._ •.L. ...,_. ,-. 1, _ • .__ .• _. •4 '.J 

• EXP;1c.SSE:D Y0']2 CONFIDEt,JCE H! THIS C0)1~;1A~-m. EE -~ssuR:::u UE ARE DOi:·~·'2 
ALL POSSISLE TO D~P.L THS co:-rnu~!IST AGG_?!:SS30:~A SEVER~ BL0'.1!. THE]2 
r.,RE DIFFIC!JLT D~YS r.~H:>;D, BUT 'iE A:{E FULLY_Cv(~fiDEtff IN Ou~ :-l3ILITY TO 

"PREV~ILovt~ TH~ ENEMY . 
• FAITHFULLY YOU'.1S. 

ssa NOTE: ~ECID~NCS FOR TRANSMI SSIOt.J O~·JLY 
DSL!VE~ DU~ING DUTY HOURS 

DECLASSIFitEDNOV~22 lg?8. . . oso \et er 
-~•. ·Authority --=~-------~ 

By-+-, NARS, Da~ Ir/I-?~ 

-j ; 
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:~·TOPSECx ~ T 2-_7?i911ZF~B 63 VIA C·AS CHAt~NELS , .....__. . 

1. I HAVE 3~EN FOLLOil~3 I~2ICATIONS THAT PREPARATIONS 

82 ms :1ADE TO ~JV[ :ne: ACT I'J ITY 1:-JTO SOU'l'HERN POf.:T ION OF 

YOU C~.~~-JK I:JTO YOUR C!ONTHJGEt':SY PL\~JSo 
i 

2. I~ ~1AY oE Tl-:AT H:~~J8I, IN P.t-!TICIPATIO~\JOF CESSATIO~: 
I 

u.s. go·L·I3rn2 1~1 NCRTH VIET~,JA~ IS PREPA~IKG FO;~ACTIVITY 1I, 

DECLASSIFIED.. 
• • ~ ;-:Jl/-79~ 
Autbot5ty ...1-;; , -19 
ByJ{Y,N ,Dte ~ 

C ,{1.I 
...:>11-J l 
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PAGE T",aJO VIENTIANE 43S3 I O P S ii: C F ii:, 

Jt\NOI MIGHT FIND IT USEFUL TO HAVE:-MIG SANCUTARY IN ORDL~ 

AS POSSI3LEo WHILE ALL THIS ~HGHT BE CONSIDERED ST;~ETC~{ 

IN CASE LAOS, HP.VE T~· BE :1ZAS'PFD AGA HJST OU~ ALGVP-JTED 

AIR ACTIVITY ON TH~ TRAIL. 

4. FACT T'.-[AT TH~S2: ?~S:?ARATIOrs FOP. t1IG ernvc:r-!EMT 

TA KPIG ~LACE CUR ?~rTL Y S~t::GS:ST 3 POSSI3 IL ITY, . IF f0RE30 ING 

S'PEC!JLATIJN T.~K~N SE2IOJ3LY, THAT \t!E: 9.i0 1JLD CONSID~R 

AT THE CONFER~~CZ TA3L~. IT SHOULDALSG BE BRO~E IN 

I O F 5 l G ~ ! T 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
SSCRE':F 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy predicts: 

1. Renewed attacks on Saigon, 
Danang, Dak To, and a determined attempt 
to hold Hue, based on hitherto uncommitted 
North Vietnamese forces. 

2. The time for the second 
wave is now estimated for February 10 - 11. 

3. The full scale attack at Khe 
Sanh and the DMZ area generally could come 
.at any time. 

t.J}.~stow 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority D5D lo-~s-78; NSc. -11/.-80 

By..\~ L¼), NABS, Date 8-J. 'i- 80 



Thursday, February 8, 1968 

THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

The following is my assessment of recent enemy activity and strategy: 

The ~~lsa})j~:S?ti~ss in the recent phase of his Winter-Spring 
Campaign are ~~ They were p;:t~?~.FJ.JY.....EsX':?£>1QgJ_£.al~~:Q-9:..p.olitiC.a.l. 
The enemy sought first, to~pes_t_;oi. the Gov~_!.n?,TI:~nt of Vietnamese governmental 
appartus, second, tQ intimidateJh.e people~ and third, to bring ap~~t":.targ.e.7a"~ 
~~..:.d·ef.ecli..qM,.f.Lo.ID~AS.Y.~ All of these would add up to a "general uprising" 
in which the citizens would join the Viet Cong ranks and thus per~it the enemy 
to take over the control of major cities and areas. The military objectives of 
this phase appear to be secondary. Here the attacks were directed primarily 
against Headquarters, air installations and aircraft with the view of injuring our 
control and our air pow.er so as to hamper reinforcement and air support. Of course 
~~~wa~:i~•~:..sec.ondai.:y. milit-ar-y ·obje cti ve--to~dispex Sen and..di.~e.n:ou.~~ 
tb.r.·ou.gliottf--56u th..:...:.Vietn~ 

Since he hoped to obtain Vietnamese support from his "general 
uprising;' the enemy used Viet Cong troops to the largest extent possible. 
Obviously these were more appropriate for use in this psychological thrust than 
North Vietnamese Army troops. S.om§._N.\,n:.th..£i~~~es.e Arm:y.:~tz:oops . .in First 
and:..§.~·ond -corps _w.e.r.e-us ect·whe !_e .YJel:--C..~D.g.~~....e.ll.gttr:w'a;s::i~~-~~qu.a,te.:HA~Jt4~,., 
)I~x~g.ei:f9..1:".~~ti&B~~oth North Vietnamese Axmy and Viet Cong, apparently to 
reinforce local success or tQ..rec_y.G-le hi_s__offensive·-at some-1aterdate. 

As to the timing., attacks in southern First and Second Corps 
(Military. Region 5) commenced in the early hours of 30 January. Attacks in the 
Second Corps, Fourth Corps, and Tri-Thien commenced 24 hours later. This is 
as close to simultaneity as the enemy has ever come in launching widespread 
attacks, and probably is a result of a high-level (Hanoi) decision to use the Tet 
Holidays for cover. In the Khe Sanh/DMZ and Due Co are of the Western Highlands, . 
the enemy appeared ready to attack concurrent with his Tet offensive, but he 
R&iQii}ly,-~s-d.ela.~e.ea.ua.e,...ot;ffj~~p.m,tj..£.._1:\§ . 

DECLASSIFIED 
S.EGRET/S,_A_JTlNE.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 

NLJ------By___ , NARA, Date __ _ 

https://ap~~t":.targ.e.7a
https://p;:t~?~.FJ.JY
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In my opinion, th~n~r.::gy.:.ta.·c.tieal~cneme '·for the urb~;~r_e:as.;,. 
w~~ _sin:~~.,,.well planned., and, up ;p_.a. PC?.iD;~•.~~ffe<:t~-~e-Viet Go~)9._~l4.Q1."Ce 
and sapper troops infiltrated th~ u;r_bc,n.fl.,J:J!aP-"'f?. of,,_Tet celebrations~~.fl.e,..:t._<;.Qver
and-~t~ft~- the P,~qpl~;; Units then ;;·~se~bled, armed themsel_ves, and 
_attacked their targets. At the.same time, supporting units outside the city 
launched attacks on airfields and other installations. Numerous POW 
Interrogations indicate that the initial attacking forces were to seize key 
installations, paralyze Government of Vietnam installations, and start a general 
uprising- -all within two to three days. TJ.:x,.:ti.heavi~:Ul!.Di~.~!iX~.t~:i.I.U9.J::Ce: to 
el~_g;~~~~S,.I&IJ1aj.ui,p.g_.!w~R~i33 exploit situation.~>!~~_c_e :.~4: the 

T~e1:_e_~-~~-~2:.a~_nefa! uprJ.§.i~g, -~_i:J.h.~~~u.e.my:.holds :totall-y-ncf 
•,.;hli~~th.?2_g~J.~-~ remai~ in ~i.Jy ~nvir_o.ns_and .. continue. hara~ sment Jie~-'!nit~ 
~~!,~cll).~_s g_r_e~test s~cc~~s .il};_J:Iue.. Also, enemy forces lost heavily (22, 000 -
Z3, 000 killed and 5, 000 detainees since the commencement of his Tet offensive). 
On the other hand,- the -~~1.!~Y.A~.s... scored~·a ·~ps"'ychBfogicar blow~ .p-q:s•sibl:y...:g~_eate.:r.. ;1 
i_~-~s.hi~~qp._tb..a.~j:p._Sou~ Vi~;!! ..?ID-,£. since there are tentative signs that the 
populace is turning against the Viet Cong as a result of these attacks, In addition,· 
the enemy has succeeded in temporarily disrupting the South Vietnam econom_y. 

T,h~-;$P.~~Y. posea ....s..erious -:th·re ats ::in the ..Jollowing ..areas: 
" 

A. ,,-:§._ajg9.n:_;,,. of the local force units are still in SaigonRemnants 
but the major threat consists of the 2,~h Vi~C.QDg_JJi.v.isio.n now located a few 
kilometers North of Saigon. Although the evidence is thus far inconclusive, I 
anticipate that this attack will be supported by rockets into the Saigon area- -
possibly the 240MM Rocket which a POW has stated is in the area. 

B. £1{he-S~MZ-~ The enemy deployment in the DMZ is well 
known and his recent attacks in the Khe Sanh area indicate he has surrounded 
that camp with two divisions. 4-....Il_!..~r offensive is immi.A.ent. 

C. J)ancyi_g.:. The_2d,...No1:th...Yietna.me·se.:-.Axmy-- Division, deployed 
west of Danang, is preparing for an attack. 

D. ::Da!s:,:IQ..: 'D.l~~o:rtb.~e.tDameseu.Army Division.has again 
deployed its three regiments in the immediate Dak To area and an attack supported 
by mortars and rockets appears imminent. 

SI?;CitE I /SAv!N -
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E. • .fl51...Et.;,. The enemy occupies the southern portion of Hue 
and pockets of strong resistance exist in the Citadel Proper. The disposition 
of the 6_!:,h~egiment and Headquarters Xt:i::.'Ihien.Military- Region~coupled with 
resupply'activity indicates a possible attack recycle against the city. 
Certainly, the enemy will remain until forced to withdraw. 

We have a number of indications as to the time frame for the next 
phase of the enemys offensive. Two POWs in Third Corps indicate a _r~~phas:e 
wj.11 begi~-~.:..10 . .:.and 11 Februaryi:::- In First and Second Corps COM:INT_ indic.ates 
µi~~~w-_pA?.,,Se will begin on 8 and 9 _February:,; Additionally, two North Vietnamese 
Army officers captured in Laos state that the date for the renewed offensive is 

iQ.X.~.P.L~EY-~ 

I believe the enemy will continue to strain the will of the people by 
maintaining pressure on the populated areas with his forces already committed. 
He probably will attempt to coordinate major offensives indicated above and 
current intelligence points to a recycle of attacks in the Saigon area, -~;robably-~ 
tq~JiHJ}~~»~-e.·.:g~J.,C!:-..P~;ll .Fe b_Fu~I..Y~-- .:.. 

-- SEGRE'fi~A'1fN-



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

SECRET 

8 February 1968/ .............

,/ ......______.._......,..,...,.._. 

MEMORANDUM FOR RdSTOWMR. 
V . 

In reflecting on the events of the past ten days, I have come 
to the following very personal conclusions: 

- Most probably we have reached a major turning 
point in the war. 

- General Westmoreland probably has the strength he 
needs to do the job. 

- This is no time to take chances. General Westmoreland 
and the Chiefs might be reluctant to ask for the strength to provide 
the necessary insurance because they don't want to add to the President 1s 
heavy burdens. 

- Neither the President nor the U.S. can afford to lose 
or draw the current campaign. 

Accordingly, I think the President should consider: 

" Sending the 82d Airborne (and perhaps some additional 
units) to Vietnam at the earliest possible moment {changing whatever 
rules may be necessary) -- unless the JCS assure him that this 
added insurance is unnecessary. 

- Simultaneously, asking the JCS whether the U.S. c;:an 
send the 82nd_to Vietnam without mobilizing some Reserve units.· 

- Stepping up the air campaign against NVN. 

It seems to me that such action would have a salutory effect 
on the situation in Vietnam in the U.S. and Korea. 

--~··--/DECLASSIFIED 

Authority //Sc.. I s-g, ~ 

By ./24j , NAR ·, Date 'f-:;).__O__-____ 

ROBERT~- GINSBURGH 

SECRi:T 
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DECLASS .FIED 

Authority 7-/P-?ti'' IJ.Sc 1/-,;2 ?~f,' 

By-~ , NARS Date· ¥-6-//7. 

INF0RMATION 

THE WHITE Ho"' ..:. 
WASHINuTON 

@ONFU5!'!N"f!AL 

Thursday, February 8, 1968 

5:25 p. m. n .,' ~ 
dv.,,v '!?':>/V6 / l. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Ho 1 s order of the day 
for the Tet offensive. 

I believe he meant every word. 

Saigon 18562 

ii@UFi:15!!lH'fhltL -
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM Ai'\1BASSADOR BUNKER (Saigon, 18-562) 

SUBJECT: COSVN Order for Tet Offensive 

The following is the. combined documents exploitation center 
translation of a document captured on February 3 in Tay Ninh Province. 
The document is a carbon copy of what appears to be the general order 
from COSVN to its military forces for the Tet offensive. 

Begin text: 

Headquarters, South Vietnam Enclosure 
Liberation Army B 

Order of the Day 
of the Headquarters, 

All South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces 

To all cadre and combatants, 

"Move Forward to Achieve Final Victory" 

The Tet greeting of Chairman Ho is actually a combat order 
for our entire army and population. 

And in compliance with the attack order of the Presidium, Central 
Committee Sout.½. Vietnam Liberation Front, all cadre and combatants of all 
South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces should move forward to: 

Carry out direct attacks on all the Headquarters of the enemy, to 
disrupt the US Imperialists I will for aggression and to smash the Puppet 
Government and Puppet Army, the lackeys of the US. Restore power to the 
people, completely liberate 14, 000, 000 people of South Vietnam fulfill,our 
revolutionary task of establishing democracy throughout the country. 

CONF'I!,'.!!:!<fTIAL ~ 
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This will be the greatest battle ever fought throughout the 
history of our country. It will bring forth world-wide change but will 
also require many sacrifices. It will decide the fate and the survival of 
our fatherland and will shake the world and cause the most bitter failure 

• to the imperialist ringleaders. 

Our country has a history of four thousand years of fighting 
and defeating foreign aggression, particularly glorious battles such as 
Bach Dang, Chi Lang., Dong-Da and Dien Bien Phu. We defeated the special 
war and are defeating the limited war of the Americans. We resolutely 
move forward to completely defeat the American aggressors in order to 
restore independence and liberty in our country. 

Dear Comrades, 

Our liberation armed units have had many achievements in the 
past. This will be a good opportunity for you to score more brilliant and 
heroic victories. Through this opportunity., you will be able to make maximurn 
use of your abilities., demonstrate your devotion to the revolution and your 
unsubdued will to get even for what has been done to our country and brighten 
our beloved country. 

In the name of our fatherland's independence and liberty., 
Headquarters of all South Vietnam Liberation Armed Forces orders every 
cadre and combatant to: 

1. Move forward aggressively to carry out decisive and repeated 
attacks in order to annihilate as many American, Satellite and Puppet troops 
as possible in conjunction with political struggles and military proselyting 
activities. Each cadre and combatant must be doggedly determined to accomplish 
their combat mission. Each local area must also accomplish its assigned 
mission. 

2. Display to the utmost your revolutionary heroism by surmounting 
all hardsbi;ps and difficulties and making sacrifices. so as to be able to fight. 
continually and aggressively. Be prepared to smash all enemy counter attacks 
~d maintain your revolutionary standpoint under all circumstances. Be resolute 
in achieving continuous victories and secure the final victory at all costs. 

CONE IDEN'l'IAL 



- CCM?'Jfi eiSiI I 4 I, ::_ - 3 -

3.. Correctly comply with all combat discipline and the Front 
policies. Strive to assist and protect the people and motivate them to 
comply with the Front policies. 

It is evident that the American aggressors are- losing. 

The call for assault to achieve independence and liberty has 
sounded. 

The Truong Son and the Mekong river are moving. 

You, comrades should act as heroes of Vietnam and with the 
spirit and pride of combatants of the Liberation Axmy. 

The final victory will be with us. 

- Day - Month 1968 

Instruction: This enclosure B will be read to every cadre and combatant 
prior to departure for attack. • 

Comment: JUSPAO is processing this document for release February 8 or 9. 

CONfIDE~TTIA,,,L 




