
An Outline Ration...'l.le fo:r Partia.l t,..fobili -zation 

I. A partial mobilization is needed: 

... to provide Gen. ·~vestmo1·eland the troops he neecla; 
-- to provide a reserve for other ponsiblo con.tingencles; 
-- to reconstitute our strategic reserve so that the deployrnent of 

additional troops to Vietnam does not encoura.g~ military 
adventuriam in other areas. 

' II. The need for additional troops reaults from: 

.... a cha.nge !n the enemy's strategy. which 
-- has significantly affected the military situation. 

llI. Until recently, the enemy was countbtg on a. lon~ war of attrition wh.kh would 
ev~nt1..1ally w~ar do·#n the willingness o!. the South Vietnamese and the U. s. 
to .continue to Ii2ht. Tlds has not proven to be a ttwinning" strategy ior 
him, because : 

- - he has beea losing t11e Y-.tar of attrition; 
-- the GVN has made impcrtant political progress; 
-- there has beeu a rallying o! U. s. public support for co!ltinuin.g the struggle 

to achieve our objectives; 
-- tl~e bombing oi the North and continued high casua!Ues i~ the South with 

no gains to show for them have engendered some war-wea.1:iness. 

IV. Accordingly. the enemy has shifted into a "go £or broke" strategy in.stead 
ol a p.rotraeted war of attrition. Its objectives are: 

-- to generate a massive popular uprisinz in the cities; 
-- to administer a significant defeat to US/GVN/ FW forces in the field; 
-- to destroy the government2l apparatus o! South Vietnam fron,. top to bottoi.n; 
-- to create a new popular front, dominated by the NLF, to replaca the OVN; 
-· to use this new "coaliUoa governn1ent to bring about the departure of U.S. 

troops and to turn the country over to the C<)mmunists. 

V. The enemy has failed to achieve L'iese objectives and be has su!f'ered heavily 
in the process. ·en the other hand, hia d'!ensh'ea have also been costly to 
the U.S. and especially the GVN. Furthermore, the battle is not yet over. 

VI. In :re-cognition of thls ne\v situation, additional troops are des-irable: 

· -- to pursue the enemy's de!eat-.ed nnita so that they don't have ti:ne· to recover: 
-- to e:q,loit enemy weaknesses uncovered as a result of his unsuccessful 

offensive; 

https://de!eat-.ed


-- to provide General Westmorelnnd with an e.>,:tra margin of insurance; 

... to preclude the enemy's achievement of any abort-term gains which 
he would use as a basis £or a negotiated settlement favorable to him 
but not warranted by the longer-run strengths or interests or the 
South Vietnamese; 

-- to perr.nit General Westmoreland to achieve previously agreed upon 
lorce levels at an earlier date because of the increased tempo of 
enemy activity. Although the increased pace requires more troops 
now,. in the long run fewer men \'\ill probably be needed than il the 
enemy had ·chosen to continue to pursue a protracted war o! attrition. 

-- to provide continuing evidence to the cnetny that we shall dowhat ls 
necessary to cause him to leave his neighbor alone. 
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1. Size 0£ the call-up ~):0. 

How many units of what types are needed? What is the relationship 
between the strengths of units to be called up and those to be deployed to 
Vietnam? Are these troops really needed? Are they enough? •How will 
.the call-up affect the draft? 

z. Specific u ts 

What are the_ specific units_ involved? 

What is the basis !or selecting the spec.ific ti.'lits lor call-up? \\'hat 
should be said about the possibility o! calling up additional units? 

3. Time factors 

I-low long \1.ill the units be needed? How long will the individuals in 
these units be required-to serve? 1-lo\V will the units or individt..1.als within . 
the units b~ replaced, if necessary, whe11: their tours ol service are finished"/ 

4. Congressional requests 

What should the Preaident ask from Congress? Renewal o! right to 
call up units beyond 30 June? Authority to extend tours'? Authority for 
selected call-up of individuals? 

5. How much will it cost? 

6. Uationale 

How do VJ"e explain the need for this action'? 

How do we get everybody to tell the same story'? 
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OPTIONAL NEAR-TERM AC'JiION PROGRAMS 

1. Defer additional reinforcements of U.S. forces in Sputh Vietnam 
until requested by Westmoreland. Defer "call-up" of reserve units to replace 
the 6 battalions now being deployed until further information is availa':)le 
as to Westmoreland's additional troop re~tiirements, the extent of defections 
in the ranks of the ARVN, RF/PF and South Vietnamese security forces and the•success of the GVN in restorin~~ services, coping with the refugee problem, 
etc. Defer request for n~w legislative authority. 

2. Call up now a relatively snall number of the Ready Reserves, approxi­
mately 40,000, recognizing that additional call-u9s r.'.ay be required later. 
This can be done without additional legislative authority. This call-up could 
be accompanied by a Presidential speech noting that a further call-up may 
become necessary depending upon developL"lents in Southe2.st Asia, but that for 
the time being no legislative acticn is being re~uested on· either personnel 
or financial matters. 

3. Call up either a small (40,000) or large (130,000) number of Reserves 
and concurrently request Congress to authorize additional personnel actions 
to strengthen the Armed forces. 1/ Defer request for supplemental financial 
authorizations and approp~iations, but indicate t~ese will be re~uired. 

4. Cali up either a small (40,000) or large (130,000) number of Reserves 
e.nd concurrently request from Cone;ress both the authority to take the needed 
personnel actions and the supplemental financial authorizations ru1d appropri­
ations required. 'g_/ 

!/ By Joint Resolution of Congress, the following authorities could be granted: 

(a) Authorize the extension of all enlistments, c!,ppoint:nents, :periods 
of active duty, and other periods of obligated service of Regular and Reserve, 
members of the Army, Navy, :,larine Corps and Air Force. 

(b) Authorize activation of all needed individual Ready Reservists 
and extend beyond June 30, 1963 the authority to call both units and 
individuals of the Ready Reser•,e. 

(c) Authorize re-call of retired Reserve personnel. 

The possible increase in our effort in Southeast Asia may require, for 
Fiscal 1968, additional new Obligational Authority of $1 billion, with 
additional expenditures of $500 ~illion, and for Fiscal 1969, additional 
neT.v Obligational Authority of fro~ :;2 to $3 billion, with an increase of 
expenditures amounting to $2 billio:i $500 million. 

https://Southe2.st
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washln&ton, D.C. 20520 

February 13, 1968 

._ 8:8 0RET nOD±S ---
.Dear Walt: 

Enclosed is 

With warm 

a memo

regards, 

randum for the President. 

As ever yours, 

The Honorable Walt W. Rostow 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 

DECLA SIFIED Enclosure 
Authority 

By___,=---'-'+--
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE\~7\ 
,....___ WASHINGTON 

'\ 2,, 

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 3:20 p. m. 

-------· ✓~ ·gs-~
Mr. President: 

I believe you will wish to read this summary of information on the 
ARYN. In short: 

They were about 40-50% strength on 2fj January because of 
Tet leaves; 

They may now be back to about 75% of strength; 

There are still son1e soldiers who have not been able to get 
back to their units, particularly in IV Corps; 

Komer is working on getting pacification going again; 

We sty has is sued an excellent order in the same direction. 

The full text that follows will give you a more precise feel for a 
somewhat uncertain and incomplete picture .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority t>.SDlt>-~S- 78; NS'- 8-11/.-iD 

By JJ<. C¼), NARS, Date g. i c,...g O 
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Mi::GRE.GOR PR1NT1~;:. COR;:>01'AT10N 4•67 

CO~RECT!O V1AC)EON THiS ORIGINAi., MUST BE MADE ( UL COPIES 

DECLASSIFIED· 

STATE 114390 
NODIS .._ 
FOR AMB .. BUNKER, ADMIRAL SHARP, GEN WESTMOREL..\ND 

JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 
I 

SUBJECT: Command Relationships (U) 

1. Lvi reviewtc1g meast;ires that might be taken to provide a more ef:fective 

prosecution of the Vietnam war, consideration is being· given to-·t11e-====:-=:====-=-=----­

thought of developing a command arrangement tJ1at would increase the 

authority of COMUSMACV over RVNAF and third country forces. 

One of the command arrangements specifically in mind would be similar to 

SE.t\TO Plans 5 and 8 wherein a Vietnamese (possibly President Thieu) 

would be the overall Force Commander and the United States v.rould provide 

the Field Force Commander. • 

2. Your comments are requested on the feasibility and desirability of 

this or other command arrange~.aents which might perr.ait more effective 

conduct of the war. This should not :repeat not be discussed \vith Vietnamese. 

It is appreciated that any change to existing command authorities would be a 

delicate a.Y1dtime-consuming effort involving the highest level ofv~ interest. 

3. Would appreciate your coremer ..ts by 19 February. 

--GP-3 END _J 

• BEFORt• fHE TE~.:GRAM lS DWVER!:D TO OC/T(Al, Roo... 6243 
DECLASSIF ED 

Authority ~ 1-;:J $1-?f~ 

By ~ , NARS, Date3-.;> 9- 79 
~ 1;..,.·~-~, ~ ,, U,s.,. 

1ll~if ~~~~-.1l\l.~ .'U l; ~ ~V ~ ~(\,J • ... ~... .!.a'-- .. \••c..:tt":i 

INDlCATE: □ co:.w:r 
0 CHA!i.GETO 

TOP SEC!tl!:T i'i~onrn 
Classi/ica tion 

-· Origin 
ACTiON: P_m.Embassy SAIGON PRIORlTY 

CINCPAC PRIORITY 
Info, COMUSM.L\.CV PRIORITY 

'P 
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' i,;J •J ... : 
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IMEMORANDUM 

INFORMATIONTHE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

==;or f of Tuesday 1 February 13, 1968' 4 :00 p. m. --=o---.._,. _ 
EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT /-1,~ f : 2-"f 

Mr. President: 

You should know: 

General Taylor again raised the question of whether we should hold 
Khe Sahn. He believes we could protect the coastal cities o{ I Corps further 
to the west. 

(Incidentally 1 we now: have in the Situation Room a terrain map that 
suggests how tough the situation is there. You may wish to drop down and 
see it.} 

If we decide to pull out.,· he believes we should not pull out when Khe Sahn 
is under maximum seige., but sooner -- to upset the enemy's plan by moving 
west after he's dug in, emplaced his guns., and then has to follow westward. 

He does ~t recommend we instruct Westy to get out. 

He does recommend: 

-- another round of questioning of our Khe Sahn strategy, led by yourself; 

-- on the basis of that, the raising of any questions we may have 
in a way that doesn't leave _Westy feeling either out on a limb or 
mistrusted -- but, perhaps, with more flexibility. 

If we did such a thing we would, in my judgment, require a plan to 
at a tim~ and place of our choice ..~ttack ms orce, at our initiative, 

{f)~stow 

iSei 3l!!Cf'li:lSI &!hlb iiil!:iL 

• DECLASSIFIED 
lo-d,S-7 i: NS t.- g,../1/-K0DS D 

' ARS,D tE) g .. 'i-Eo 



MEMORANDUM: INFORMATION 
, 

THE WHITE HOUSE l 

WASHINGTON ? 
C 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a detailed account of the effect of weather on enemy 
operations in I Corps. I have marked the critical passages. It comes 
to this: 

The enemy prefers to conduct operations in the Western DMZ 
(Khe Sanh area) in the period of the northeast monsoon and transition 
(November-May}. 

The enemy prefers to conduct operations in the eastern part 
of the DMZ during the period of the southwest monsoon and transition 
(May-October}. 

His present plans see1n to envisage operating from now forward 
at both ends of the DMZ; for example, just now a report came in of a 
second regiment putting itself in a position to attack the somewhat 
wobbly city of Quang Tri on Route 11 which is near the coast. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority {)5D Jo-.J.s--, g, Nsc...&-1 tl-i o 
By JK NARS, Date s-d-~· 80L½i?), 

7 I ; 

<7
I • 



. ... -12FEB 1968 

Authority 

BY. JI 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSD letter NOV 2 2l-978 
, NAR , Date h -II-?~ 

FACT SHEET 

Subject: i ~Effect of Weather on Enemy Operations In I Corps 
Tactical Zone 

CLIMATOLOGY 

The mountain range which separates North and South 
Vietnam from the Laos panhandle has a great effect on 
weather on the east and west sides pf the range, and 
this has some effect on enemy military operations in the 
I Corps area. During the general period~:f:f~:-:.N.tntemo"e~ 
~-ghr.l!e.b.-rua~~orJ,®:a.~~::ft!>ftstQ.2lJ}s~i~be...L.aQt±an~a flL 
~,aq.l.,_e...,!,~.&.!:!j.R;t.iPg,:~~s --dr..y3r.r.A~-~-~~!!:~~~-.:the -I~ps\;~.ar-rta 
<¥:"'z-So~~tvu-lU.etna,m...~~1r---:--i:tsw~~llQ~-.,lU~lt:-~iJ.e ~YY::~g_i·n.~:t, 
~.fl.1a:c!-.ml.:1lugh:.hw.iD.9-&-..c.During the pe~~od. from )'~~~.bl:,Q.uiln 
~e:ptemoer::;;.tsa.u.t.km:e..s.t.-Monso.cm) ~Q.ndi~tim:·.s _.are ·.switche~, 
W~&..cllating,.- its :i~::~~lt§.~Jla~g,.. ,_.w~t:,:-·:9~~..§..0_n_~a.ult. .. 
g~~~l:.l~.ry ....,te.athef' 4 ~£.~J1~!Qljjl seasons are ~j-'i~rrr::­
_4££-~an~Ps;_t.:..~.4 Tab A is a DIA Intelligence ~upple­
ment on the subject. 

EFFECT OF WEATHER ON ENEMY OPERATIONS 

The major effect of the monsoonal changes is tha~ 
it affords the enemy ~!t:~,:tJ~·r.n·at.aJiean~r:p:~~~!!}:~ 
~~_li?..tl£!l~·-..~~PP'?r~:~.o-.A1~ fo"r~~~:1:n--~~~-0£.P~ Tab B i.3 
~rhap showlng 'the !' ·rrorps area and the provinces in t::e 

·corps. North Vietnam has developed a series of logisti-
·cal ·base areas ~~91 just opposite the I Corps Zone. 
Major base areas exist opposite the~~M~aDi~J9»ftl~ 
-nee border, the Thua Thien-Quang ~am provi~ce 
border-tt.l.1~tt~*~:t-Jf2:§t!aF~!P.JWffdt'eCi~~-.. .;... •• ~ ...•__'. - . ' • .,, 
in South Vietnam which the enemy controls and which he has 
developed as a line of communication), and opposite Guang 
Tin Province adjacent to the I Corps southern bounclm·y. 

https://PP'?r~:~.o-.A1
https://g~~~l:.l~.ry
https://Monso.cm
https://z-So~~tvu-lU.et


__ t}1e~ed_·~~§o:.;itl'.:.~?-€-:.-:,:(~~d-~O.thers--,ep1l2&~~-t--.c1;r·~z1r:m• ?l:.~:~I:I!~~ ... 
~y-_~,J5~s..,E::,~ffgr.t~:¼a~a,,o,i,e.. :t;9 &J1.st·~iJ1:~hls· O!}~r':it1-cfr1'3 _ 
t!f:..:·:t;'!1\~· es .~:IB.:!~{)Pps-- a.:~ailU~~ t6u~~.fil:tut:~~o..vinc at:: 
df$~.Tuii:~JAt.e_·~~th:r..oug.hout i-.:t,ht:£.:?~·r. Reports of 1966 and 
i9o7 indicate no notable seasonal difference in the 
number of significant enemy operations in these provinces. 
This is accomplished by concentrating his logistic efforts 
in Laos during the Northeast Monsoon ~eason and by in­
country base a~~as during the Southwest Monsoon. 

There are indications ·that the ~~~~Qsr£-~~m~ 
. £;9-J.:~~~Si:.:icn::t:l'ie.---:-pa,t-·t~r_n_:of :::~e_n_eyny;,,_~0:P al'.~.~!:.~:QJJ;S;,~i 1).,ti-QU 

~'t~¾-:~K~2~tiJ.ice::-a1ItJs -"~i~ -t.~.~a¾~a.,~.; 2-~n:c~ ar 1y•. 
• a~~:.c~A~~~~"s;.·tbA~.:-.:;j·~ne.s.ent.:::Ulet.-.""5.tron~~:S~ aer~-~fife::~Si~~ 

tlf~~~Pt":~~'.t;.2~o~t;..Q:;;~..::h1~~n.f:lltra~t.i-On--t-h~ottg!l-··~~'IJI~
£q.q;.:fsr-~QW1t..er~.Ai~QI!~1~""tnrea~e..-:tbe~:> 

In Quang Tri Province, the indication is that the 
e ~!~X-J~r ~ £,;e-~s ,,~~~~:. s-~~and~£~~€?~~~~~-t ~;n.e .:P:~~~%~iJ..;~.:~-f$Z;h~ 
~~S-~~tr~·~_qk--,::a.-·~1~~~~-~f:iJ"",;.;~...QLlillllnJ._~~~p~ UVer_ tne paS v 

t\'10:fears;, ~~ seems t~. ha~: ~~-nce~~1::~~~-E:~~,.:~E.;~i1e-:3~
j';~2-°&c0,+,:-:~?3•.-:2~hJ!__ __n_._.L :L.Ime-o -~y-:-a:r vrtrenu£J:.. .._~~;aL,_ r-t-_.I1_e 

r.to -~,+etn~~=~~~~:.-!-~~y-;.p~~·s·. tl~~~sfS.Q:..11• tn: summer 
months), and opera e-ea to\•tard the wes.t~~~~~~o~e 
provip~_ ~po~!!.~~~~~Hr~~, -~~f.1~1~e~(-:Ifiq~~rLtO-l1tns.tl•

1'w.~5:ts~~O'tt::h:r-~:-r.·.Q:~~-:~a..$....:.Jlr~The following are examples
~lfe'§·eti:-Ynai~~f:. tJ_:p 
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- ~.j.Q~~~t.a..~sVf'#:P-~-~vtt~a,_,.P.~;Z-.~-~~-2Jt,..omt{\~~::t-.ngF.ii.-s61J 
cJ:'A~l'."~~~~;~y~~~-ae;nQ~-• ·-..r:fiar1ne·O?er~tion HICKORY, 
~.:..rer-erf'aken into the southern nalf of the DMZ in May, was 
the first US ground force operation into that area. Enemy 
operations in July and September were supported by extremely. 
heavy artiilery fire, particularly on our Con Thien position
and on the.Dong Ha logistic complex to the south. 

CONCLUSIONS 

- Both we and the enemy prefer to fight under dry condi­
tions, primarily for reasons of resupply and reinforcement. 
Enemy use of.the Laotian panhandle during the Northeast __ 
Monsoon provides him a dry line of communication the ye~r
round. • 

~CRET 
4 
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, ~ By,~~:___i, ~ABS.I),de Ii'-it;_-79 : 

INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HoL 
WASHINGTON 

I, Tuesday, February 13, 1968 

8:10 p. m. 
•. j . r 

Mr. President: 

' .• You will wish to read Cabot Lodge's 
memorand= on the minuses and plusses 

of the attack on the cities. 

:a iii @RE Ff 
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Authority ..:::::::..::&J.:;,G,..-=-...!e...;_;__.t....;:.~~~ 

By 4 ,NARS, Date._.3_-__ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

February 13, 1968 

-SECR~T - MODffi 

To: The President 

From: ~•. C. Lodge r.J,~.•~ 
. Subject: Some lessons to be learned f rorn the recent 

Viet Cong raids. 

1. On the WNUS side are the fallowing: 

a. The great degree of surprise achieved by the Viet Cong 

confirms the suspicion expressed in my memora11dum to 

you of February 5 that there simply was not enough pro-

, ficiency in police-type procedures. Had this existed, 

preparations for many raids would have been discovered 

and the raids prevented. Those that could not have been 

wiped out immediately would have been easier to handle. 

The Australian Ambassador in a perceptive telegram 

says this: 

"We need not be surprised about the success 

of the infiltrations. The enemy had time and 

circumstances going for him, particularly the 

laxity and corruption of the police and the 

inefficiency of the Government Is intelligence 

machi."r1e... 

SE GRET - NODffi 



'· . 

8EiC~T - NODls 

- 2 -

"What, then, was at fault? Not under­

estimation of the Viet Cong strength, I 

suggest, but failure to insist that the 

Vietnamese make a genuine effort to pro­

tect themselves against insidious infiltra­

tion, for only the Vietnamese can do this 
'-

work ... " 

b. The pacification program ha~ suffered a big setback. This 

underscores the need for making it as realistic and as 

effective as possible and also getting the very best men 

involved in it. The newspaper story reporting that." no 

one talks about pacification any more" is fallacious. 

Undoubtedly greater emphasis on the policing phase of 

pacification at the precinct level will be needed, but 

pacification itself is more necessary than ever. 

c. Another "minus II is the psychological distress which the 

Viet Cong raids have caused in this country -- on which 

the hand has not yet been played out. 

d. Unfortunate, too, is the government's decision not to 

collaborate with private organizations in refugee relief 

work. This is a typically Vietnamese example of 

SECRET= HODIS _ 
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medieval behavior plus French bureaucratic influence. 

The "true revolution" which. you personally authorized 

me to mention in my arrival statement in the summer 

of 1965 is still the most needed sLvigle thing to win the 

people over -- and when the people are won over, the 

war is won. Such a"true revolution 11 ca.nnot be done by 

GVN or AID but by the people themselves, through non­

governmental organizations. The notion that problems 

must be solved by working through government -- which 

worked in Europe under the Marshall Plan -- cannot 

work in an underdeveloped country such as Viet-Nam in 

which there is_ no local government in our meaning of 

the word. Government cannot be said to exist when there 

is no administrative competence, when the confidence of 

the people is lack~g and when the so-called local govern­

ment does not identify with the peopleo 

e. The final "minus" are, of course, the killed and wounded 

on our side. 

2. On the PL US side are the fallowing rather remarkable things 

which were not at first evident: 

a. To the best of my knowledge there has nowhere been any 

recurrence of the "struggle" movement which almost 

SECRET - MODffi --.. 
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lost us the war in the first half of 19660 I'm sure you 

remember how, ·in Hue and Danang, the police marched 

down the street carrying anti-government signs and 

how the government had completely lost jurisdiction 

over both cities - - whic~ would be comparable to the 

President of the United States losing jurisdiction over 

Chicago and Detroit. Similar "inside jobs" were im­

pending in other cities when Prime Minister Ky with 

great skill and courage finally put the II strugglen down. 

If there had been a well-organized II struggle II movement 

in all of the cities which the Viet Cong recently attacked, 

we would now be _very close indeed to a Communist take­

over o Our military strength simply would not be 

applicable in such a situation - - just as our Marine force 

outside of Danang was not applicable in 1966 when our 

co:r:icern was to keep them out of the wayo It was a largei,,­

meshed net with which to catch whales - - not the fine 

meshed net with which to catch_ the small but deadly fish 

of terrorism. 

b. This interesting development could mean the growth of 

what you once referred to in a telegram to me in 1964 

SECMY -MODm ----. 
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as the growth of "political energy" -- a dividend from 

all the work we have done to bring about constitutional 

government and a sense of civic consciousness. 

c. It appears there was much good fightL~g by the ARVl-J, 

the Regional Forces and the Popular Forces, which 

reflects great credit on General Westmoreland and 

General Abrams. It is a pity that the police-type 

techniques were not as good or as widespread. If they 

had been, there would have been less need to fight since 

many of the raids would have been nipped in the bud. 

d. The high· Viet Cong casualties are another plus. 

e. Remarkable too is the lack of back biting· and the de­

gree of unity in governmental circles. In 1963-1965, 

a blow like this would have been considered ample 

grounds for a II coup. 11 

f. It is often said that Viet-Nam is drowning in good 

advice and starving ·for effective action. The placing 

of Vice President Ky and General Thang in charge of 

reconstruction is the best guarantee of getting some 

action. 
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PREC-C-NCE I . ;,/"' . • . .,'.\ .•.✓• ; , rt <f 

~[ A=c=T1_0-N=====T:M.i..:.-M ~-.:...1)--'-T-_,_A-T.::F:~~~~~~:_!;OTG FE86_i,..... ,.._-1(o2 l 8Z : > /'
1NF0 Tt<Jl:l..LlLT....;;:. ~ ____ ________ _____ , .. ~~w.T~r_____ ____ .;.,..- ., _,_ 

'----.-. -· F~o,t, Jc s .~ sPECIA~ IN~TRUCT,o,~s-i 

• · .• •• DIST~IB.UTION ! 
· ·· •. CJ CS J-4 I 

to,·· csA /ZEN · • ~- . . . c DJS J-s: f 
.. CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA SJCS I\\\t!£\)\!\1r.. J-6-

.CSAF /ZEN , · CNO DIA·-. l 
CI NC PAC ... .. . . . .. CMC . • SEC DEF-. • i 

·INFO: CINCARSTRIKE .. . .. .. ··., •• J-1 . DEPSECDEF: 
CI NC US ARP AC . . DECLASSIFIED .. '• • . . . J - 3 ~SDIS A 
·CI N .CPACAF • i\ th ·ty . . . • . . AS D /PA 
·COMAC:. •• u on E.o:·U6E>2 SEC.5(A). and (l~)'·STATE.DEPT 

~ cor1usMACVB.Z~·-&~ .• NARs 9 _ 7 >?1 ..D.ate3-~.,:i. 1JHITE. HOUSE-
. . AMEMD SAIGON . · · ••., . · 1 

•. _· •. • •. • • • •. • 1 
. · ~INC AF STRIKE .. • • • COOR DIN Ai IO N i 

· · - A Ri1 Y.. j 
S:E CR ET - J CS 9 9 2 b : JCS. SEND MG·EN HOLL IS i 

NAVY 
·susJ: DEPLOYMENT BDE TASK FORCE OF 82D ◊F: -~-···· ,, . •, 

.• I" VAD1'1.I!!E ND T 
· AIRBORNE DIVISION TO SVN {S} _.: ...•••-. -: .AIR FORCE: 

BGEN BRAY 
REF: JCS 9375/200010Z~APR 65 {NOTAL} 

·MA~INE CORPS 
\ P.ART I f_OR CSA/C:U!CSTRIKE MGEN LEEK 

1~ {S} THE JCS DIRECT THE DEPLOYMENT J-SBY . • ' lCOL LYNCH­ I
SASr1-·AIR, IN ACCORDANCE BDERE~, OF ONE AIRBORNE I
MGEN·SHERRILL 

TASK FORCE zyF· THE 82D AIRBORNEDIV FROM FT•. 
.. 

ASD/PA •. 
MG.EN.COWLES l 

BRAGG, N.(., TO SVN. GDE TF, AT STRENGTH OF I 
DATE'APPROXIMATELY4,000, WILL BE DEPLOYED ON :A 

I .• 

\ '. / l- li'i"1Li 
MONTH • VEAR' -iTEMPORARYBASIS TO CLOSE IN-COUNT~Y ~OT LATER 

,__ FEB · 68 • I1 

PAGE NO NO. OF J 
/ PAGES1 3 i 



7THAN 2623002 FEB 68. AIRLIFT. OF THE BDE TF · 

IS TO COMMENCE FEB 68. NLT 1423002 

2. {C} REQUEST CSA ADVISE ALL CONCERNED 

IDENTITY, COMPOSITION, AND STRENGTH OF BDE 

TF, IDENTIFYING UNITS BY FRN NOT ASSOCIATED 

WITH OTHER ELEMENTS OF PROGRAM s. 

3. {S} PERSONNEL CRITtRIADE~LOYMENT 

AND PERSONNEL ROTATIONPOLICY WILL BE 

DETERMINEDBY CSA AND INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED 

SEPARATELY. 

4. {S} MAINTAIN82D AIRBORNEDIVISION 
...... 

MINUS IN A READY DEPLOYMENT STATUS. 
' 

PART II FOR CINCPAC 

. 5~ {C} ADVISE ALCON DESTINATION AND 

AERIAL POD FOR BDE TASK FORCE. 

PART III FOR CSAF AND CINCSTRIKE 

- 6- {b} MAC WILL ASSUME CONTROLMOVEMENT i 
t

OF ALL AFSTRIKE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED J 

TO TACTICAL· AIRLIFT SQDNS {EXCLUDES ONLY 

CCTW ACFT} IN ACCORDANCEWITH.MAC◊PLAN 165. 

_J 

I 9926 
~ CONT~o&... .No. -~>;TOR/Too PAGE _,No~ OF A MESSAGE: lOENTIFICAT1ON • :11,-.1 T, .... ~s , 

No. :jPAG~s ~ GEOP~,-7"' r--•-.,,.-..,..;..._ I,..• ,i ••• , 

' 
__,,_J _...,..:.::..,•b-~.J-~1-J• • . - 1\. .. l : 'I:------==-.-..-,-· _______ . I 

~ R&:GRA01 NG • N ST Rue,. I ON s j=s"""'e:=cu-=R-,T_Y_C_L.A_s_s_1 F-,-c-" T"""1-0N---..J:.:-.---1 

! -- • I ~.'.ClxE:T 
r - - • --•• 



]
: I 

. - . I . 

l
/· 

I 

7 

MAC AND AFSTRIKE AIRCRAFT WILL OPERATE.At 

•.•..WARTIMERATES. 

PART IV FOR ALL ..•· ·.. 

.?. {C} DIRECT LIAISON BETWEEN MAC AND 

ALL COMMANDS IS FORCONCERNED AUTHORIZED 

• • I • • • .~ •MOVEMENTPLANNING-

8. ~-{Sf· NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OR .' . 

STATEMENTOF ANY KIND WILL BE-MADE FOR SECURITY 

REASONS. INTERVIEWS ldITH DEPARTING 

PE~SONNELARE NOT AUTHORIZED-NORMAL 

PHOTOGRAPHY PUBLICPERMITTED- ADDITIONAL 

AFFAIRS GUIDANCE WILL FOLLOW AS SOON AS 

AVAILABLE- GP-4 

. 
..: . . ·1 

.. . . . . 

l 99ts 
r~~~~----~,,i"'""-=--------=--;-:,===-~=m~-:.-::::::a::::a-...----..~-----__,-----..J. 

coNT~ 0 1.. No. :i Tc.R/Too rPAGE ~No._ oF~ MESSAGE. aoENTIFICATION. ~.N, T, .... 1-s , 

l. ~~--------ill·---~·~~'.\ 1•• ~ ___ ...Pig:A~G~E-S_I • • I • • • 
1i RCGRAOING INSTRUCTIONS ~ECURl':Y CU>.SSI.FICATION. • f 

~-~-I . -~~--- L ~ SECRE'f ~ •• J 
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JCS 

TOs · ·CMC 
CSAF /ZEN 
CINCPAC 
CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA 

INFO~ CINCLANT ·· 
COMUSMACV I 

..• AMEMB SAIGON •DECLASSIFIED- .. 
· ·• COM AC Authority. E O • • • .•• · · · • 

CINCPACFLl . • • 1.1652 SEC •. 5(A) ~nd (D)' 
CGFMFPAC07.-.1::7£ 1 ~.A&S,Da~:3--~'1..:72 
CGFMFLANT • .. • 
CINCAFSTRIKE 

~EERE:T JCS • r~-r~~~ 9 JCS SEND
l . '-'- .. 

I 
: 

SUBJ: DEPLOYMENTOF MARINECORPSREGIME_NT
·. . . 

..{REINF} TO SVN{S} 
,• 

. . 

i REF: JCS 9911/1223132 FEG 68 {NOTAL} 
THIS MESSAGEIN IV PARTS. 
PARTI FOR ACTION ADDRESSEES. ii . . 

, 1- {S} THE JCS DIRECT THE DEPLOYMENr 

-I TO SVN OF O~E-MARINE REGIMENT{REINFORCE~~ 
!· ! AT A STRENGTH OF ABOUT 5,200 FROM THE STH· 

'.'!J· MARINE DIVISION. 

2. <s} THE RE(,IMENr -:c~~PlF-◊R~~-~~--~ __L;ss _--
: : 

•• ! •• ----~.:...P.L----------------------i---------·-·_· 

J-5 
COL LYNCH 

SASM 
MGEN SHER~ILL i 

.. ! 
OATE ITIM,_ ..• J 

12 2227 •.~ 
MONTH IYEAii. • -~ 

FE8 • : • 6_8 . .-. 1 

1 PAGt_S
A_G_EN_O_._J_N_O._O_F_ 4 l 

j t, rti'.ONA'-'UNOT·--~~ .: ~ CIGNATa,,,-rl /. t:!(J
... 

_. --
1 

•53031
!: . ~ ' -¥~/\.1.c;)b)L-· :. 
I 7 CAp T E . s . JACKsON, usN Ai TYilZ::i (.Jt:it=~~) NAi,iZ ANttT-IT-i..E-.-. -.-------; 

IE PACIFIC.DIVISION, J-3 !jWILLIAME- ~HEDD, .III, BGEN; USA 
-1~ ~iDEP DIR -FOR OPS -CNtlCC} 
' :;Ecu;.1Tv C:LAss1r1CAT,o:-. 

!i:.CRE I • 

••-
' 

.l 
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. ...~ ·..' 

... 
'7 

ONE BATTALION {REINFORCED}, WILL BE DEPLOYED ASD/PA
MGEN COl;JLES 

SY AIR FROM CALIFORNIA AT A STRENGTH OF· 

ABOUT3,600-

:·: . _ ll3. {S} THE ONE BATTALION {REINFORCED}, . . 
. . . 

PRESENTLYEMS.ARK FROM 
. . 

. • s ED, lrJILL BE DEPLOYED :-:. . .. I I 
MIDPAC BY SURFACE.LIFT AT A STRENGTH OF · 

I 
.• .. : •. . 

ABOUT1,600. 

l 4. {S}. THE REGIMENT {REINFORCED} WILL 

BE DEPLOYED ON A TEMPORARY BASIS TO CLOSE 
I . IN-COUNTRYIN SVN NOT LATER THAN 2623 □□ z 
-, 
j FEB 68·. AIRLIFT trJILL COMMENCE NLT ~4230QZ 
i 
J FEB 68. ~ 

I 5. {S} 'PERSONNEL CRITERIADEPLOYMENT 

I 
I IAND PERSONNEL ROTATION POLICY 8ILL SE 

i DETERMINEDBY CMC AND INSTRUCTIONS 'ISSUED 

! 
l 

SEPARATELY. ~ 

PART II FOR -CINCPAC 

6·. {C} ADVISE ALCON DESTINATION AND 

AERIAL POD FOR AIRLIFTED PORTION OF THE 

REGIMENT{REINFORCED}. 

.J 
j 
f tr~NTRO'- NO. __ ...,...:h-.·----"""""?C •r=·· _. . -
i • TQ.R/TOO j PA.GE -',NO. O;r .i MC.SSACi£ 101.:NTIFICATIO~/ ), INO. l P4GEG ) 

~ 
~ 

UL:G,-.AOING,
. . . --- ..........2.:..:,_◄ _4.:....,.._.i

..:....-::-....-:= 
---=-.t----~--=-=z=~-,, ...... -~ • g9 2"9. 

IN::.TRUCTIOl'IIS 
.... 

--w-., 

• :;,.:_c:uRlTV Ct.J-SSlfl'IC.ti.TION 

l - H.(RET 



... 

7. {C} ADVISE ALL CONCERNED IDENTITY, 

7 

COMPOSITION, AND STRENGTH OF REGIMENT {REIN} .. . ' . . 
IDENiIFYING UNITS BY FRNS, REFERRING TO JCS 

\ 

•. • 

DOC NO. 88!J87• 

PART III FOR'CSAF AND CINCSTRIKE 

8- {S} MAC WILL ASS~ME MOVEMENT. CONTROL· 

OF ALL AFSTRIKE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED 

TO TACTICAL SQDNS {EXCLUDES ONLY CCT8 ACFT} 

IN ACCORDANCEWITH MAC ◊PLAN 165 AND PROVIDE 

THE LIFT- MAC AND AFSTRIKE AIRCRAFT WILL 

OPERATE AT WARTIME RATES. 

PART IV FOR.ALL· 

9. {U} DIRLAUTHCINCPAC/MACAND OTHER 

COMMANDSCONCERNEDFOR MOVEMENT. PLANNING 

AND IMPLEMENTATION. 

10- {S} ~O PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OR 

STATEnZNT OF ANY KIND WILL BE MADE FOR 

.. ..SECURITY REASONS. INTERVIEWSWITH DEPARTING 



.. 

,.. . - .. •..; . 

I = 

7 

PHOTOGRAPHY PUBLICPERMITTED· ADDITIONAL 

AFFAIRS GUIDANCE WILL FOLLOW AS SOON AS 

AVAILABLE-

11· {U} THIS MESSAGESUPERSEDESPARAS 

3 AND 4 OF REF. GP-4 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONE ID.i!!N'flIAL 

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 
. • 10:10 a. m . 

.... -,,. 

Mr. President: 

Quang Tri is a quite exposed city 
in I Corps. 

. This report - - like others - -
shows it continues to be wobbly . 

... 

TDCS 314/02654-68 

..... 

CG~iFID~N5TIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
. C·IA .-1etterSEP... 1979• _ • Aut o_r1tyh 

I I) -.;J. - ? 9 - -R Date......:;.... ......- ·-·-By~-="----·, N_A S, ___ 
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DLA~Jd:1 
~ V, • •• ~,\ n:-' 

• C4 ..I . __ .l.-,[\"t"•..;.:, 

DE YE Kt,0L 7 O'Jj H ,~ 
Z}~Z;< C'C ZSL DE 
0 1 3 0 :j 4 cZ Z Y ,-I 

TO UHITE HOUSE SI'fU.!\TIOU RQ:);:·,1 
sso f-lCSI D1-\ 
SSO ARLINGTO;•l Hl\LL STATION 
AFsso usr-~F 
CrJO SANITIZED . 
DlA/ISIC Authority~111 /c')-r!JI- ?I~✓
JCS 
NIC By 4 .f' , t~J\HS, ~ - (l 7Dale //-
I>IHNS£-\ COW1AND CElffErc 
STATE CRCD 
CH1··0CI 

~··\ SECT IO l.j ONE OF TWO 
CITE TDCS~3 ltl/02654-68 ~ADVANCE)
REPORT CLASS\ 
COUNTRY: SOUTH VIETN~~ 
SUBJECT: SITUATION REPORT IN I CORPS 

AS OF 0900 HOURS ON ·13 FE3RUI\RY 

ACQ; Cll-13 FZBRLiARY1958) 
SOURCE: 

su;f,MARY: COi-JDITIOi~3 WERE QUIET WITH A co~··~Tl!'lUING 
i~OR~•1ALTRE:-JD Hl I CO;{?S. ONLY S·1fiLL~SCALE Ei~;_~j,;y P.8TION \·iAS 
R2PORTED. li>':' =·ii-1·.Q:;;L~2 ·.IRI. CI'iY1~_;\l,;.··}-L~\;::;·:·.0EcL-lrL£D AS'"'f..;'!;, 

.. R:. ~~ ~•T .. ,~ -; .. -::: ~. i':" ·--~::-,;: . -; :..J ., ~l .7 r~;7 ~":,-;-.. :'~ :::-;.· .. t.; ~ . • ..J~ T~~ ~1.....·~ :"'-: T '-(.:.·-~~· .. _.,.;:>.~l..> -.., , • .:.,L~U,,.J .. ,,,M ., , ..... :.L.:. • • ,,, ... '--., •"-••-·-!.).:.~ -~·- ·.,..;..1 .•...... ••• 

!. ••.• ti~·;D.,.T :!~T · ~;·.J.A..iJ~·~lTS· A?.E·•i1IOV-i.dG T~Y.:.:A;:;J T~i~ CITY;-. :·lJS7L~(~/-UrrIRl:E:-. 
,•Aorrrs·R FACTO~S i.JERETEE 11 FEB?.UARYROCKET ATTACKOi·: THE CITY, ·~HICH 

COST NO LIVES BUT PROVED THE ENEMY CAN STILL ATTACK, AND T~E 
DEPARTUREOF THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALSEMPLOYEDBY THE AMERICANS. 
IN DANANG·RESIDENTS HAVE FORTIFIED THE!~ H8USES IN MANY 
INSTANCES, EVEN THOUGH THE P~ESSURE IS AT LEAST TEMPORA~ILY 
OFF. SOME ARE CONCERNED UNREST ~ILL THAT BUDDHIST 
FOLLOWTHE LIFTI~G OF THE CURFEW, ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO 
EVIDENCE THAT THE ~UDDHISTS ARE PLAN~IN3 ANY ACTION. LEAFLETS 
R2COV2REDIN QUANG THE FOrWATIO:~TIN ANNOUL-·iCED OF THE AL.Lli\NCE 
FO~ PEACE P.t·~D D::i;1QCRACY Ai·lD APPEAL rO~ NZGOT IATION 'i ITH Ti-iE 
NFLSV TO RESTORE PEACE. AN UNCONFIR~ED ~~PORT FRJM QUA~G TIN 
ALl-::i"~r'S -1 ui--1 .•\ \'r"" f'-.,~~~.-~:~Tf'l ,u,,,...l 7...;-;- . ..:.:·;-r.-,..-;~,.. c~, 1·\-.14---.J- ,~ ..... ...- ..J ....... :-:.--,~:_._.•• ....... ;.~ ....... 1,.1 ... ,'1 .,;•"'·•-•' .__...:,_,...,,,_,, ... ...J ••• ,....,. ... •. 

T'-''!'=?'"' P';:~-=-;:-.::: •"\~ :i,~ f. -:-~:-.... ;:.:.:: '/1·; ~ .. ~~::·. r.-··:Y:···?•• .. ;-.:-~.::;,.;.1-'Y,...10
... -·· ··.·~ ... "'r"'•.-~-.J. Vl •. 'Iv- •• .,..,H-..,,\ ..... -~ ........ ·-- ':"\ ......, •. ---~ '~--'l·.'-'·•·~ ... 

~;;;?.c~ .A:•D ... FiW:;i.:·;-~~Rc:-t .. JO i~lt-\Y.·:RZSf..E:c·zi~,·;::L·i/·E1\JD StJ:·i~·i..;;:"{ • 
• "'·. ,.,:.:. •• ,. ............. • ... 11,.·, ............... .,. ;•..-~ ... - .~.:.-·-·· ........ .,. ,,.. 

\ 
I 
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.--·-2~ .• -B{.i ·1 .j•'EBHUA~Y THE. MOH:\LE OF Thi!": PEOPLS u~ QU:\:·m THI 
•• =p.·")01r•·,-,,--H'fJ .. ,.,u~· ~o Di::TEiHOH.-\TE '.vIT}-i ?;J;,iQ},:S 0/ vc U-lSID~ 'fHEr,~ 

-~n ... ·.1.J~:.:....._. -~·.,_...~r... ~. :!~ ~... ~ ,.•fr . ·-·, ·.,. :-:--,-..,. .,..~ \r;- ·-~-.:~- ,~ c- ,: :'.
vl1Y, .-i K(h_,.:\·~! Hfl/H.,,;\ OL~ fr.~ Clit; fi: ..L:.:.1.::c.J ~~:J,_.:·,:~1.l .J,· .-,V:-1 

TFDOPS TO!:Jti:;i) T}E CITY, THE DEP.ti:rru;;~: Or Trilr:J COU./LiY N.~\TJ.0i~;\LS 
(FE.I?I:·!JS) 1.,.l;-O i~C)KK Fo;:~ TH:~: hi•iERIC.~L·JS] !'l:m co:nL~UEiJ vc 
COi-~TflOLOr Pi~KTS OF HU~ CITY. O~·! 11 Fi:3~~L;::rr T:-E p,:~OVHiC~ 
CHiiF OlDER~D A D~ILY 1400 TO 090J HJURS CU~?i~ IH QUANGTRI 
CITY "TO CO:~T~JL THf. POPULATIOL~')., THE PsWVL~CE CHIEF 
f1~h) r::GST M~V~-J At'hJ GV~~ OFFJ.Cl!\LS H:\VZ .\ P1°\SSIV~: t1TT IT UDE, Ai~D 

• IN TH::: Ft=\C~ OF ;~EPORTS THt~T TRIEU Pi10i·~'3 DIST:~ICT rr:AS TO BE 
ATT.!\CK~D, THE VIETt,lA~:1ESS LITERALLY JUST FILLE:J t'~ORE SA(·lOBAGS, 
GIVIN3 IN ro·THE INEVITA3LE. 

3. INTELLIGENCE RiPO~TS H;VE INDICATED 
THAT THE VC ViRE GOING TO DISGUISE THE~SZLVES AS REFUGEES, 

T
P1RV~·JSOLDIE~S, AND SO FORTH TO HlFILTr< ..\TE TH£ CITY. 

\..,..,.'C),.... I ... }1 '"' 1,-v--:::> t'" ..,....VID""'·c- T".1\1' ~,, •.• ), }-''V:- --·;n,-.r"--"1""'\-,!"•·u
\1ri.~h~ !.:> hJ ~ r~:,' \j,J ~ • t. ~, ~ ii.~ 1r1;- N . ,!-1 ;!. :::>uv• .....r..~LJ i'... ' 

AND R~GUI...AR POLICE CHECKS OF PG?ULATIOi'] i·10V£M5:i•ES HAVE TURNED 
UP RELf\T IV2L Y FEW SU.S?EGTS~ ENZ{·!Y ROCK2TS \-,~.=;z T;-iRO\HJ I~JTO • 
Ttn~ CITY J-\30UT O 13Q O :~ 11 FEBRU.".\RY, RC:SUL T Ii-JG Li NO I NJ U~ IES, 
BUT THE D!-\U.i\G2 TO TH~{ ;,10 VIE THE: AT RE W ;\ S DR A i'iAT IC PROOF T H!-\ T 
THE CITY WAS STILL N1)T SAFEo THERr. WEf{E: RU~·i02S THAT THE 95TH ~Vfl · 

. REGIME~TWAS MOVING FRON UEST OF.AI TU AIRSTRIP TOJARD • 
QUANGTRI CITY~ T}~ 95TH WAS SUPPOSZD TO BE O~E OF 
Th':"~ UNITS OiIS3L'l3 PORTION) ON TWO OCGI1SIQ~,JS FW~•iORS 
OF NVA U~ITS IN OTHSfl ~REAS VERE SPIK2D WHEN IT tAS 
LEARNED THAT LI.So TROOPS HAD BEEN OPSR~TI~G FOR TWO·DAYSIN 
EACH Or THE AREAS WITHOUT CO:HACT \HTH THE Et-JE[11Y. 

4. IN QUAU3 NA:•1 PROVINCE .HOI 1-\N1-\W) DiH!AJG CITIES 
J-L~D QUIET NI°3HTS, WITH BOTH CONTHWiNG TO RETuR~~ to ~·~OHt·iAL~ 
IN DAiJ:;NG, ALTHOU·3H TH2 Vi~ESSU~E IS TE~·!PORMULY OFF, LOCAL 
CITIZ£r-JS HAVE BEE:i·l s~~t'·iD3AGGii\G THEIR·HO:-;c:s A~rn TAKH~G PRE-
Ct)UTIO:·-JS IN THEEV:.:~:T OF ANOTHER ENEt;lY ATTACK" A 

1RESIDENT OF A VILLAGE AT THE NORTH:"!EST EDGE OF DA>lAf'iG 
S1-\IO THAT THE PEOPLE A:·.JTICIPAT~ BUDDHIST UNREST r,fTE:~ THE 
CURFEW IS.LIFTED. WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPO~TS THAT THE 
BUDDHISTS ARE PLA~hHNG SUCH MOVSS,. co:~CERi'J ViWBABLY IS TO BE 
EXPECT:€D AFTER THE DISRUPTION OF THE 1966 BUD0HIST STRUGGLE. 
A V~QDD MEMBER HAS STATED THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO 
JU)GE TH~ ATTITU)ES OF THE PEOPLE. , THEY ,l\RE i.JOT TALKING 

.VZRY MUCH AND EVIDENTLY ARE KEEPING TH~IR OPINIONS TO 
TJ-EMSE:LVZS, BEGHJNING Oi'~ 13 FEBRUARY THE CURFEW IN DANANG 
IS RELAXED F~OM 0300 TO 1200 HOU;{S, GIVING THE PEOPLE FOUR 
HOURS FOR 3USINF.ss· A~!D SHOPPING. 

5. IN QUANSTIN PROVING~ TH~ VC MORTARED 6T~ ARVN 
-REGIMENTALHEADQUARTERS OF 12/13 F£3~ilARY.TH~ NISHT 
THE OLD USAID COHPOU~D IN. TAM KY CITY RECEIVED TWO B-40 
•ROCK~T ROW.JDS A ND Otf~ MORTAR ROUND OF Lil·,:-n;o·.·rnCALIBER. 
THER£ WAS sm~E PaOPERTY ,DAM,~GE SUT N0 P.C:iiSON:,L I.·~JURIES, 
CONDITIONS IN TA~ KY AND QUANG NGA! CITY REFLECTED A 
CONTINUINGNORMALTREND. 

6. VC LEAJLETS ·?.ZCOVERED IN QU1\~~3 TIN PrtOVHlCE AFTER THE 
ATTACK OF 31 JANUARYCALLUPON THZ PEO?LETO STRIVE F8~ 

··PEACE, DEMOCRACYAND HAP?I~~ss. A NU~3ER O? vc SAFE-CONDUCT PASSES 
WSRi Foui,,D -~?.:JUNi)T~S CITY. A LEAFL~T DAT2D 31 J~~~UI\RY1968 
IS SIGnED BY TH~ HEADQU.~RTERS OF THE i1E'✓ OLUT!O:~A~Y ArMED 
FO~CES. ANOTtER, u~--~SIGNED,. STAT£S THAT HIFO~:~ATIJ.'J FR0~1l 
3AIGON TELLSO? .TH~ FOR[11ATIJN OF THE ALLIA~·JCE FO~ ?ZACE AND 
DEt•108R::\CY CLIE:t'l MINH CAC LU LUONG DA~-J TOC V.~ HJ.~ BIUH). 
GP- 1 • 

.-:_~y:f'., 
··t:::z r, 2 a -,tottrt·· w · ...... ·• •• ·-;-4~7~----~---~---··· 
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' 00 Y~:~-~:':DS 
DE Yit ;\D L 7 0 J 5 r: D O-'i-1~155 9 
ZK?~~~ 00 Z SL: D2 
0 1305,~-3Z ZYH 
};·;-1 CI A ;.':. ••:·. :) 

. '.TO ~HITE. HOUSE s·ITUAIION RJOW I, ~ .• • i 

SSO f\ CS I DJ\ 
sso t\?tLn:sTo:·., Hf\LL STATION 
AFSSO US;H .. 
CNO · 
DJA/ISIC 
JCS 
NIC 
DIR iJSP, COH~·1/.\ND CE: NTER 
STATE CRCI) 
CU1-0CI 
ZErl 
\ FINAL SECTION OF TVO · 
CITE TDCS-314/02654-63 ( ADV 1\i-,:CE) 
SEVERAL3USINESSM~NAND R~PHESENTATIVES OF POLITICAL PARTIES 
AND HELIGIOf,:S sup;>o~T THE P,PPEAL'OF Tr!E OHG.~r-JIZ;.\T!O.\l FOR 
THE ':iI T rD RA',.;AL OF U. So THQOPS ti ND K~: GOT I AT IO N :,,;ITH T HS: NFL S V • 
TO HESTO:=tE?£,qC~. THE LEAFLET s,;ys TH,\T f\ DECUiRATIONHAD 

• B~El'l RELEASSD IN HU~ CALLING _U?Oi\J ALL PE:OPLE TO SUPPORT THE 
OHGA~llz1;T ION, WHIC}{ WAS RE/\D BY LE Vt,N HAO. 

7 •• CCOM~ENT:THE CONSULATE IN DA~ANG 
REPORTEDON TH~ BROADCAST ANNOU~CINGTHE 
FORtitHION OF. TH2 AFL.LIANCE~REGION!-\L POLICE IN DAN.!.\iB 
1-Lt\VESTF1TEDTHt\T LE VAN HtiO, PnOFESSOR flT HUE U~HVZ~SITY, 
AND HOANG PHU NGOC TUO_;·m, A 1966 STRUGGLE {10\!i;•:ENT LEADER 
WHO FLED TO A vc zo;-.;~AFTER THE i-J'JV2i·i!:'.:rf wr~sCRUStE:D, 
HEP1DTHE ALLit\!-ICE& TUOr~GAND HIS 3ROTEER HOi\i,JS ?HU NC-WCPHA~'1, 
WERE MILITANT LEADE~S IN THE 1966 BU)DHIST STRU3GLE NOV£ME~T 
A~D CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE COM~UNISTe THEY AbVOCATED A 
PEACEFUL, NEUTRALIST SOLUTIONTO THE WAR. IN 
·EARLY 1967, THEY WER2 INVOLVED IN AN ~FFORT TO RE~2~ 
..,..1ur, CT':>'u'0 G'J ~ \ •

fl.1.... V l\ ~• -.# _. • • • _, - - . , - • • • 

RE?ORTED THAT HAO OSTAHED ti NriST~RS DEGREE Hi LETTERS IN 
FRANCE, ijAS A STRO~G SUPPORTER OF THE BUDDHIST STRUGSLE, 
AND WAS BEING SOUGHT BY POLICE IN .NOVE~BER 1965 TO CLARIFY 
HIS ACTIVITIES IN CONNECTION WITH THS STRUGGLE.) 

8. A POL I CE I NiORt·!A NT W 1-Kl LIVES IN KY NG HIP~ VIL LAGE, 
IN A VC-CONTROLLED AREA OF TAM KY DISTRICT, QUAN3 TIN ?~OV!NCE, 
REPORTEDTHAT ON 6 FEB~UARYA VC PROVINCIAL .PU3LIC SECURITY 
CADRE SAID THAT. THERt WERE TO BE THR~E LA~GEATTAC~S BY TH~ 
VC. THE FIHST WAS C:-\RHii:D OUT DURIUG THE T~:T FE5TlVrlL, TiiE 
SECOtm WILL BE CARRIED OUT BET1.~E~i~ 20 Fr:BRU:\RY A{JD rt'.\?tCH, 
AND T HZ THiRi) WILL OCCUR BETWEENMA?(CH A ND i-1;-\Y. 
THE VC PLf',n IS TO IS81..P~Tt.: U.S. TROOPS IN ORDER TO LAU~JCH 
SUCC2SSFUL ATTACKS Oi·-j G Vi'i FORCES. 

\ . 
9 .. \ 

\/ 
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tlMDIS ;:::A:::::u:::·•~I 
TO, CINCPAC 

CINCSAC 

INFO: • COMUSMACV. 
COM 3·ADIV GUAM 

I 
• ' · 99~7. 

1 

LIMDIS JCS 

Subj: Employment of B-52s (U) 

Refs: a. JCS 9801/112125Z Feb 68 
b. JCS· 9802/112126Z Feb 68 

1. (S) CIN.CPAC/CINCSACauthorized to exc.eed 

temporarily the 1200 per month ARC LIGHT authorizati9n 

to·support COMUSMACV requirements.Khe• Sanh/DMZ emergency . . 

2. (U) This completes action of part 3., ref ·a. GP-3. 

DECLASSIFIED .. '· 

Author·ty ..,.(.~---- :..,~::..__t;~~~~ 

By_~+F--

TYPIO NAME AN 0 T,TL.E 
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SJCS 
SECDEF 
DSECDEF 
STATE 
WH 
CSA 
CNO 
CSAF 
CMC 
ASD/I&L 
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ASD/PA • 
J-3 
J-4 
J-5 
J-6 
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SANIT ZED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N LJ /!'AC-99 - 7? 

·ey u ,NARA Date ,~,~-e>o 

.. -- •• , I'·' 

, . MEMORANDUl\I NFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
ED 12958 3A(b)(1t~5Vrs 

WASJtlNOTOt. ICJ 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 8 :00 a. m.\!/ 
/ Mr. President: 

Herewith the first quick-lssessment of the 11Danang 
EO17958 . docUinent" and the text itself. =h m~re analysis before we get 
3.4Cb1C1J>25Vrs to the bottom of it. 
(CJ 

Reading it through quickly, I find these things of interest, asid~ from 
the underlying assumption of failure once they complete their initial self­
congratulation: 

111Something, indeed, we.nt wrong with "T No. ; that is, the Khe 
Sanh, DMZ, Western highlands attacks with respect to timing; 

The reference to "during the last ten days" dates the document 
round about February 9: 

At the time they met, they still had high hopes in Hue and Saigon; 

They appear to be advocating (marked passage, page 5) a second 
wave of attacks, to be timed with the big cffens ive in the DMZ, Khe Sanh, 
Western highlands areas at the frontiers; 

They are obviously thinking (rm.rked pas sage, pages 7 &c9) of 
trying to exploit the situation in the countryside on the basis of guerrilla forces 
to acquire control of more rural population; 

This was a preliminary meeting: they envisaged another meeting 
on 12 February to analyze their situation and options further; 

Their grandiose hopes are suggested by their references to the 
Chinese Communist and Soviet revolutions (see reference, page 5, to 
October 5 revolutions). 

My operational conclusion is this: This is a. moment of great and 
unresolved disarray on the other side. Thieu ought to issue an 01·der of the ' 
day praising the people, the ARVN, and the police; ordering his forces to take 
the offensive wherever possible:; and Westy ought to do the same thing. I feel 
in my bones this is not a time merely to wait for the enemy to come at us or 
to huddle in the towns waiting for the next blow1 but to go out and face these 
nice liberal agrarian reformers. 

()Tr:;Jf:' Rostow 

TOP SECRET 



EO 12958 qr~ 
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs ~ 
(C) 

14 February 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR: Honorable Walt Rostow 

SUBJECT i Assessn\•:mt of the "Dana!l,g Document" 

CIA has prepared the following assessment. of the. "Oan.ang 
~ocument" in response to your request to Mr. Helms last night. 
You will have received, via the White tiouse Situatio1t Rooi'n, 
a ··full translation of tl1e document. 

l. Our examination of the document (in translation) 
sugges.ts 1.:hat it: l~ protab1!' ··a-corornunico.tion oricina~i_I)g._·.from 

}l~~.t. ~?D.~.M.iti,.t~Z.Y--··~~gic-n.F·iv~. ; It ••if"~~:· ...~-~~-~-~-s0ent:~~--tJ~~-:.:..c 
~fa1lure of ..the ".!'et offer.Lsive iti.tended for- subord1.~1~te o.utho~­
i:t.lea--poa•sioli--a tactic?~1-_ ..~qnir.~.~\\Q. _centor~-and ··c_9ftt'~iii.s"_._fn~... 

.. s~~uctio..:~~f ·fC?~~J;_u:;_u.4e .. o~~·gfriai .. docur_nantr-cp·e.ration~ The 
"however·, .rs still in • I Corps, and us of f1.cials in Saigon state 

that they are u11able at this time to make an accurate deter­
mination of its authenticity. Moreover, some questions re­
main unanswered as to date of document and circumstances of 
its capture. 

2. ~he. 9oc:wnent--·ap1lears::-:geneu:·a1l~•-::to:·:a9·ree: wiJ~h.::9_~b~,r ~ 
eyid~JJce ;-gleaned from :Lnterrogation.s of pris011(al:S taken during 

. the-·Tet offensive and on what· is know11of the enemy's advance.· 
planning, that t~1e .C_q:t'~:.mi~t_s_achie:ved-~le~s ..than t~}~.:[ __haa. ~an~:f 

C:ticipat~d_,_.:__.Th~s··--eviden,::e has su~gested that-·the ...enemy believed 
·they· ...w,>"uld meet greater success· in sparking a "general up­
rising,". although the extent to which they e>tpected genuine
popular support is still not clear. Prisoners of officer rank 
have stated that they believed most of tho population would 
support them, but their own statements and documen.ts from the 
pre-Tet period in.dicate rather strongly that the uprisi~g was 
to be "mot! vated and o~gat1i zed 0 rather than spontaneous. 

EO 12958 
3 . 4 ( b) ( 1 ) >is yrs 
(C) • 

SANITIZW 
E.O. 12958,c-:.... :- .

NLJ/J~4c,,_-:,9 
Brek', NARA,Datel·1S:-o~-

https://documen.ts
https://fC?~~J;_u:;_u.4e
https://sugges.ts


EO 12958 
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 

...... (C)~<fu,,, 
~----' 

3. Although ·the ·exact sequence in time of the "general· 
offensive" and the "general uprisingt~• has not been fully clear, 
there are stro~g s~~gestions in statements by oti1er prisoners 
and in captured documerib> that the two were to be sim1..tltaneous, 
with the 11uprising" at l•~ast being initiated during the Tet 
attacks. Certaih troo~g or cadres apparently were speci~ically 
assigned to or.ganize sup;?ort, to begin in the form of public 
demonstrations.. We kr1ow that such· demonstrations w~re started 
during attacks on several cities in the central coastal area-­
including Tam Ky--but that they were dispersed by police. 
Some prisoners have linked the pub lie' s lack of cooperation. 
to the failure of· the· attacks the·mselves. 

4. There has been no evidence as to whether the Commu­
nists actually intended attacks throughout the country to be 
simultaneous or to take place on successive ·days. ;r~_:.,ralid, 
this_ docum~J1t_...l_:)!:OVides _.th~ ·-fit·s t ,;-0.0.d·.iri.dication.;:that ...:.~'N_-Day" 
was'-U'i"teii.aed to be 1tatie-n_':•ti.ch...and that- thE:~~full·· impac.t ..may~ 
hnve··~~:;:.~fr.-_iUis·ip.~te-;d.t.l-ir·ough ·poor. coqr4J,nation .. - ..It alsO'.·:·-raises 
the·-poE-~ibility_ .that. _thre~ .. off US-bon-.:>ing. attacks:::-sJ.1_9c~_s_~_f.-~1iy, 

~ t.he·:~}]1$_t.able in--the Rhe .-.sanh/~Mi. ~_;:_'?..~,Had the com.ruunists~ 
c-g·e1iuinely expected to score complete successes in some areas, 
• they almost. certainly wo_ulcl have had to act eve1.-ywhere at once. 

5. •rtt.~document, hc,wever, ~o~-~---m?~...app?-9J.:..:..QOll~-l.usiv.e 
as ~-\iliether.:larger-~-North Vietnamese u11i ts. __w~_r_e-._i;9p_~i:.t.ic.ip~~ 
it('the initial. nt.tacks ,___Qr: -~:,T~l:,e ....to ..be.::.co!C'J't'.ittad .in ..·.follow-up~2 
et(6rts· where,~s_u_C_£e~_LiQP~~4_;P.~o..mi~~1'\gNeither does it~ make 
cle·ar ·wni:itlier all North Vietnamese uni ts or only some elements 
we·ra to have been commi+:.ted. 

6. A~though the document clearly ~£gg~.§_ts_.£ailura-?arui 
the. need ·tc~~~ci~fio1f:-oiCa-~futu1:c-·cot1rse of· action., ·it. does..
po€:jien,-~~o....~~ie_ ou~-~~h;~•'·p_~·ss~bflTff t~~-~~--~-~-G.9Ff~1.1i1i~~ts~:ha·il 
~aximum an~_J.n.inimu.m_g.9ai.?., at:. least by 9 ;_e.a,-._nor-ooes···i t·-.:necfls­
sart!ylt1dica.te a __u_go__f9_r .b.:i=oke'~ ~effor·t.--·· All-:of -~e future 
·co\.1rses-··cfted-in the ·document poi11 t to ~?~tinuing.::.tha;;~s-tt·uggl~ 
it1 ~MiJ!~Af.Y ~~_gi.on...Fi via;,: _par.tj.c._u~_a~~Y:..in _th~ urb_~!~~f~~.:• Al­
tho~g~ as. might be exp<;cted, the d:~:_:;j-J:.o~.1,~rale·::and~~so4:1r.c_s!s 

·a;-~.:_-Al.ghl1.gh.tad;-·_-r~ati.vely strong assets are deemed still in 
place~ • • 

EO 12958 
...... 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 

(C) 

https://sart!ylt1dica.te
https://p_~i:.t.ic.ip
https://1tatie-n_':�ti.ch
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(C) 

7. W_e: ____ wi t.,~1.-.~-~~mu_S}lAC.Y..'s ~-Qq:\l_tio~~~Y·-~:ad_v,_ig:~would cp11cu:1=. .. 
concer~1ing.-· bq.th sriap ••Tri€erp·retati.◊n~_ :of. CO!Tu'TlUnist_ .verbi.~g-~, •. 
e_special ly in • tr.~:-!.,:i 1~: ::loi°A,-·_i-4.nd:.the .. possible r0 le"·ance· .. or1 
sigi1ifi,::ance_~'?.t .. this ....document -to the ·thinking· an:d-:.overall 
strategi_c plarming __Qf ___high...:l~vel- Communist•::authorities cin 
cosVN·_·-or)1anoi :~--~::.,~ 

... ·-··-· ·-. --- ...... -.1· -·- ...... 

8. US officials in Saigon are endeavoring to clarify
the circumstances surrounding the capture of.th~ document and 
to establish as precisely as possihle its authenticity. 

BY DIRECTION OF TH~ DCI: 

EO 12958 6.l(c)>25Yrs 

CIA Operations Cent0r 

EO 12958 
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs 
(C) 



ODCS0?S/0D TO. 
'NAJ Bachmal'\/56176 
141300(EST) Feb -1968 

"INFORNATlON BRU:F 

PURPOSEi 

(C) To provide information concerning the deploymont of the main body 
of the 3d Brigade· TF1 ·82d Airborne Division. .,;,·· 

'~C~: i 
I • •r •• t 
l. (C) The main body o.E the· Bde TF consisti~g of approdr.\ately 3677 

persormel and 3045, 7 sh_ort tons of cargo is pro,gr~me<l to dc~loy in five 
echelons as_f~llows; • 

~- 2/505 Airborne Infantry Battalion reinforced. 

b. 1/508 Airborne Infantry Battalion relnforced. 
. . 

c. lle~dquarters 3d Brigade Task Force. 

d. Provisional echelon consisting of rernaining elements of 
arty, engr, ·combat set•vice and combat service suppor_t units (-). 

e. 1/505 Airborne Infantry Battalion reinforced. 

2. {C) The first element of the main body is scheduled to dep~rt 
1423002 Feb 68 and will close lWN approximately 25 hours lat:et·. 'l'hereetft<:r, 
one aircraft is scheduled to depait Pope Airfield every one ~nd one-half 
hc,ut·s wi·th the last aircraft> containing elements of the 1/505 Airborrte !n• 
fa~tty Bat~alion rcin~orced·dcparting 232230? Feb 68 .. 

s·.. (C) tast element of the 'Bde TF is schedu1ed to clos~ ·dastination 
·,42330Z Feb 68. / 

_DECL 
. Authority ~ -5--d 3 - 7~ ~ • 

3By, -=l-5?, ARS, Dat - ~ 7- 7 7 
... . 

.. 

...., 
--~- ....... - ..... J...,,,,,;,.,_ ................... ..;.~ .. . 
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I }ifii'H ;,.I I ,Y iiiYJs8 EliNLY 

February 14, 1968 

Bob --

This ls the paper tho President 
wished vou to have and handle 111the 

I . 

way he indicated. 

W. W. Rostow 

Honorable Robert S. .McNamara 
Secretary of Defense 

Memo 
Subject: Khe Sanh 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 05b /0 ...d-S-78; NSL g-;/1./--80 

By JK • , NABS, Date g ..;.Jc;-8D 

WWRostow:rln 



DECLASSIFI~D 
Authority ().Sb 11-::2~- 11· Sn.-l- t/-i/--;, 'Nsc- 7-ii- 7 4) 

By 4 ,NARS, Date //-7-'?t 

Subject: Kho Banh 

I kno"" that Khe Sanh is ve"rtJ much on your ~irJ:i as it is on ri,ine. It may 
be too late to do anything ab~ut, the situation; if so, ~-a should ,r..1t all doubts 
bohind us and pMparo tor the fieht. on tha ot-l"sr htnltl, 11' tr.ara in stil.1 ti'1(J 
to e:-.rarcisa a useful inf'lu.cnce; 1.:.10~houlfj r:,ovo quickly. 

I have roviowed 'Wh3t General ~".,f~t~oreland hao a:dd ah•:mt Kho Sanh in M.a 
recent r.iea~.;1r;es. To paraphrase his c.allen 1 ha pcint3 out that the orlgL"l~l 
occupation or the position 1.:a:1 justifir.:-d b~· th.a ric;,d to a!1t&bliah a ronrard 
operatin~ base to permit opemti'=>ns ar:.rlr,.,fJt.th0 key irJ'iltr;atinn ro\lt-es in 
Eastern IAios. lbro :t~portantly, h~ e.l:10 c-:.m:sidern that its occupation has 
blocked the route or enemy ativnnee into Qu.!ln~Tri and b:u; k~pt the fl~U.n~ 
away f~ the populat,ed co.nstal belt of I Corps. Hl'l c~nceda~ tt.at Khe Sanh 
has n~t had much effect· on in.filtration frcn f.Aos end it ia not cleBr '-lhet~~r 
he re£,.:nrds the role or blocld!".t?, tho Quang Tri approach as or current or of past 
irnpo~anca. 

Thus, C-el"..eralWefltmoreland does not apr,-ear to nr~e stron~ly tor the i!e~ 
tot"..s-:to! Kha SarJl because ot its prt·rnent ~-aluo oit,he?4 in relation to t-he in­
filtr:ltion routes in I~os or in tha c0!enso or tiajor a:i."¥~:.iscf the ~ort~rn 
provinees. Although he mentior~rl to Ccneral i1-19eloi- in ts tPlephono cO':Ve'.M'aticn 
hia bQliGt that tho maint~r'2llce or our position in the f:J"~ Sar.h area ~JOUldoffer 

. us the o~portu.nity at f,c,met:L~e o! deellng the erH:;ny a ~ovm""e blo~, he h:a:, rot 
anplificd this point and, in his ~blaa, he strem.w.d nthcr thfl difficulty or 
get.ting out of Khe Sanh at thiJ present t:i.,e and tm advarsa psychol~J,cal effect~ 
or a Yithdra~al upon South Viet-!:a,i and upon the A.lueric&n public. 

~ ruvisv or Westy• s cables c!ce s not convince r-.!e or the filil t~-i ry ir-trort:dlce 
or D'.aintainins Khe San.~ at. tt-4' prosent t1.~o it it i.~ still feafilble to lifithrlra~r. 
'Whatever the past value or the position, it is a positivf'r liability n<nr. t7.g nrs 
allowir~ the enemy to arrai]f~ at his lei.i:mre a set-plece attack en f~Mur:d and 
in ·we:ithar i'3Vora!:,l'l to hL1:1am tinder ~nditiors 1-;hi.ch mil all~i-J us little 
opportunit7 to punish him except by our air po~r. The latter can be neutralized 
to scna de.;ree b:, tl'-.e !avorite Cx-;ff:tU;"1ist tactic o! closing tir;htly nro-ur.d our 
positions in are~s which our air forces. ~artl¢11'lrly too B-52s., can not attack 
with ea.t'et:, to o~ ovn f"oree!l. 

Oe~ral ~-!est.:norel.a.nd rr.co~izes tr.:e difficulties ot air supply of Kho 
Sar.h and indic~tes an i:r:enti~n to ~n Hif;hi..a7 9 to provide 2.n overland lire 
or COt"..."1'tlnica tion. To do so will requi.r-, a lai-:e m..ttber ~r tro-=:pe to keep 
tligh~y 9 open 1n the race o! the int~mitten\ rcad-cuttlr.g operation, ~!ch 
ea~ be expected tr,Ja the emnJY. 

https://est.:norel.a.nd
https://1-;hi.ch
https://a:i."�~:.is
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1'Vpresent opinion is toot Khe Sanh probably etln be held but that it 1:.-ill 

be at a heai17 prico in ten'4a o! casual.ties and in tems or other ground troops 
necessary to support and roin!orce it. I have real em1bt that ~ can afford 
such a de!ense in vicu or the limltO(l reserves ·l.ideh Ceneral ,~sui~relsnd is 
likely to have in the tirn.e !rfuile during llhich tl»t!G events 'ti1.l!7take place. 

I ru1}.i'.ethe toreccing c~ncnts in run realiization ot hO\! wron~ one can· 
be at a dista~co about a l'l:iliuuy aituation such as this. I have the ut."llost 
eenfi~encc in C-enoral iles~"noreland and ar.1 s1.1re t.hat ho ~ces posuibilities in 
the situation which ,_11~ not visible trOT4hero. Noretholess, ~ would feel 
greatly re~vad 1.t~ 
W$st:4~reland' s guidance - --~·;i.rould-cont:·ainea~- or thn ·rollooing pointin --· ------ • 

e1n viow of tho strong l~t,olihood or a heavy E'.ne:v attack alore the m11. 
and agair~t Kha Sanh, acca11panied p:>asibly by otter_. ~t_ta£ka. in the cities nr.d We, 
along the Kont1JD1.Plciku border, ______ . _ _v.1~_··-d.sh to provide t~ 
-tollo-wiri.g cements for your guidance (i.e., Oenural l·e~tl:icr~lanrl' s). .1.no;/~ ra 
ifflpre~scd with the nmn_y tasks Y;.•hieh you ;iay be called t..1!)onto perform c•.::;:'fourr~nt­
ly '-'1th linitad re::erva~ and appreciate your proble121in entnblishin~ priorities . 
a.'!long thase ta5ks as they arise. To as~ist you in ri.akinr. your rleclsions, they 
wish you to understand th3t 1 in their opinion, you should not, htlsita.a.e to gi,;g 
up terrain in rcJ®te are.as in order to me<=tthe OMmY' on cround ta-vorable to 
y~ur scheme of· Qa.Z--~uvr:r~in fnYOrable i..:e:.it..}}erand u.11~r conditions offerin~ 
~ the opportunity or inflic·~1ing decisive blo,.,,s ~". his r.,a.in forces. 

11In t!1is connection., Khe San.~ appears to -1-1;s__ _ ____ __ __to l;e 
an e:q,osed positi~n difficult to s1.i--pply by air and expen..-.ive to sup~ly overbnd 
in ~ms ot lines or com.,,"?Unicationforces. Kha Sa.n.11 has aL-i.1:itlyi-,,~11 fulfil.led 
the purposes which you ~ntion in :tour cable i·!AC-02018 of hpcdi.~1 infilt~t.. 10?1 

from Laos end elos~1 tra r.ortm:ent ro~ite into ~ Tri. Hm-i-ever, it is less 
clear that it:, prese?t Tn.lue now justifies the cost of a!\ all-out cefen!':'e. 

-'---- -- - -----
.. ~hlle _ w~ ~ - • --·-- _ mcognize the adverno p~r.olor.ical c:on-

aequer.ces of a lirl.thdrawl which you N<mtion, the effect of a cnstly det'erwe 
absorbitli; forcee badly r..e..,3<1ed co1..;ld in too end be far ::tore diEad­elee1-:here 
vantageous to our cauae than a -withdrawal nov. Indeed. the latter co·1ld pro~-e 
to be a useful stra ta;;em nullifying the laboriou:s lo,~istical build-up or the 
e~y arou..t'\dKbe Saru'l and 1;paetting his winter-spring schedule. 

~t.JYfe____ ___ _---·-·,are not prepared to as~esa the feasibility or 
the decirability or Q -withdra~=a1 at this late d.lte but vish you to kno;, trat 

. . ...c.-,,,/~wlll aupport ~n canplote~ if you decide to pull back froa whl\t nray p~ve 
•~ to be a dis.advantar,eous position. Th07 vi1l supPort you aqi:ally in a c!ectsi~ 

. to dofem Ille Fan.11.11 

https://Fan.11.11
https://i..:e:.it


MEMORANDUM INFORMATION• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 8:50 a. m.q'? 
~/· Mr. President: 

I have informed Sec. Rusk~ who will be working on the lines of the 
proposed backgrounder to take the initiative away from U Thant. 

Here are my initial thoughts which I shall make available to Sec. Rusk. 

1. As you know, since last .summer we have been~' through 
various intermediaries, the terms under which peace might be negotiated in 
Vietnam. In particular, an effort was made to see if the so-called Trinh 
formula was consistent with the President's San Antonio formula.a 

2. Thos·e efforts have yielded no constructive result. 

3. In particular, Hanoi apparently is not prepared to accept our 
assumption that, if bombing of the north should stop, no advantage would be 
taken of that situation. 

4. In this connection, we must take fully into account what has gone 
on since the attack on the cities during Tet and what is happening right now. 
The Communists, exploiting the Tet holiday, sought to overthrow the govern­
ment in the cities and towns and to disintegrate the armed force·s of Vietnam. 
They tried to kill the military commanders, hoping that their forces, some­
what depleted by Tet leave, would melt away. They hoped that the people in 
the cities would join in a general uprising against the government. None of 
these things happened: the people did not join the VC; the government behaved 
with unity and vigor; the attack on.the cities was turned back mainly by the 
efforts of the armed forces of Vietnam, who took two-thirds of the casualties 
and fought exceedingly well. 

S. Meanwhile, Hanoi has been assembling, day after day, very large 
forces south of the demilitarized zone, for what Ho Chi Minh calls the. Route 9 
offensive. Its·. objective is clearly to take and hold the northern part of South ~ 

Vietnam. We are not going to let this happen. These _forces are not South 
Vietnamese, they are North Vietnamese. They are not guerrilla or Popular 
Forces. S!-• They are regular army troops under Hanoi! s direct 
control. 

6. Any proposals for negotiation at the pre sent time must take fully 4:) 

into acco_unt the illegal infiltration of. forces going on through ~~OS and the 
flagrant violation of the demilitarized zone as well as the clea1'\~ of Hanoi 
in the DMZ area as well as elsewhere along the borders of South Vietnam.· 

l))ra1i:Rostow 
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INFO-O ~.1.ATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SiZCRE'f SAVIN' -

.• ·_ 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
9.;30 a.m. 

- . ~, · . . 1 .•• Mr. President: 

Herewith indication of planned 
attacks, February 13 and 14, on Khe 
Sanh Base. 

This could be mortars - - or a 
ground attack . 

.... 

I..... 
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IN .FORM:.A. TION 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 
11:25 a. m. _________ 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Sec. Rusk's personal 
statement on negotiations, designed 
to pre- empt U Thant's believed position. 

W. W. Rostow 

wwrostow:rln 



.· 

. .. 
60(,t(;/;,/IYG •1,1-/ /;;~r:-e-iv✓ ~ 

p,w 11,1 .f IK-C-lfR# t4 •r " -;/~ '",~. 
.. :Fel)rua:rJ 11, l.H68

11:-xr()F" f(.,r,.tJ/<.rrrt-r<f.atr-1,17 

Questions have been H$l-Wd about lhC:JccmnecU.on between 

• thc1pos8ih:llity of nc~10Uattons :Cor a peaceful sott.lemcnt :u1 

Viet.-Nam a.nd Uw milit.a:r:v oporE~.t:kmf;now ir1 pro0ref.i$. It
• ' iJ 

involved in-mc,ving :f.rom. hor.;ti.:.lU.({f; ~o peace.1 

IIanoi ha,f; rep0ate<lly rcfu:;cd to t.a.J<ef.)tepr; to :ce<luce 

• to respect the terl"itorial intcgrit~l and ncml:~aJity of Cambodi.a., 

despite intensive interna,t1onal c~ffort to re~~pondt.<>Cambodia.' s 

own wlf;hes in the matteJ.'. 

Hanoi has repeatedly rojoct.c-?d any efforts to br1n.g about 

a itlll co:m.plianceby all parlies with the Geneva Acco:rds of 
.... 

1982 on Laos. Today th<;)ir forces are increasit1,J their operations 
. . 

ln Laos itself and are stepplng up their illegal lnt:ittra.tion. through 

Laos into Sou.th Viet-Nam. 

Hano5. has treated wlth contempt the demilita1·ized 

character of the DMZ between NorLh and. South Viet-Nam nnd 

har; rejecled all efforts to restore the demilita.rl~ation of that· 

area. 

Repeated periods of bombing ccssa.tlon or 1"educlion- in 

. No:rth Vict-Na1n have 01i.ciled no corresponding actlon. by North . . 

-----·--·· 

https://ccmnecU.on
https://f(.,r,.tJ


Vietnamese ior.ceG in South Vlct-Nnn1, (~uUe the contrai-:v, such 

. pe:t'iods have been ,med to buHd \l.Ptheir millta.ry fo:r.c0~~jn, South 

. Vi.et-Nam. Ceam·~-:fire p€~riods havo been n1a.rk(~d by hundreds 

of cynical violations- by North Vietn,:1,m.ernJa,ndViet Cong fo:cces - -

and on a, n1asslve f.~ca.le <1n:rlng the recent ~ret hoUdays. 

At no tln1e has !Ia.not in(llcatcd publtcly or privately
• • I 

thn.t it will refrain ·i~'orntaking rnilita..ry adva.nla.geof any 

cessation. of the bombin'J ?f North Viet-Nam. Nor has it shown 

any inter.est i.npt~J.imina.ry c.Uscusslons to a~rang~ a general 

cea.se-il.re. 

In recent waeks Ha.not knew that. dis~~usslons of a peaceful 

settlement were b_:jing s<:1rlously explored; they also knew that 

there was a reduction o~ bombing a,tt:'"l.ckson North Vlet-Nam 1 

spectf.ically in the Hanoi and Haiphong area£; durj.ng these 

.explorations. Their reply was a.major. offen.sive thl'ough South 

Viet-Nam to bring the war to the civili.an population in most. 

of the citi.es 6i that country. Their preparations for a n.1ajor 

offensive in the northern provlnccs or South Viet-Nam continue 

unc'"l.bated. 

-- -· ----·-- ··- -,w __ ,__ ··----

https://civili.an
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In assessln<.r, thr.H~cfore, whether Ha..nol'~ alleged iJ.1.term,;t in 

pollti~l talk8 has a,nythin~fto do with making· peace, on.0 r.nust. take 

into full account the negalivo meaning of thelr recent escalatlon. 

c-rhH ~resld~nt declared in his Slate of lhe Un.ion Jvlctma.g·e that·he 

•would contimlf~ to explore the 1.-xmsibilities of negotiation and would 

repo~t. the. results. I must rE!pol't that. all e~plorations lo date.have 

resuUt1d in a x·ejection of his San A.ntonlo fornm.la, 

All of the propo~als me.deby the United States for peace in 

Southca.st }\sia c.ontinue to b(➔ valid; specJflcally, lh<~ Sa,n Antonlf? 

!ormula put fc,rward bl' Prer.;;ident Johrwon in St1pl:t~mber rc~ma5ns 

the basis of our position .. 

We are not inte:rest<-?d ln propaganda gesturt~S whosE1purpose 

• is to 1n~1r:~aa.a11d confuse; we wi.11.be in lerested -in a seriouz move 

toward peace when Hanoi comes to the conclusion that lt is ready 

to move in that direction. Hanoi knows how to get 4l t.ouch wlth us. 

.. r 

l 
t
1. 

l 
s 

l 
j 
t
f,' • 
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( 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
J 
·1 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1968 .,J~ 
l. : 6 :05 p. m. r ,fl I • , 0,./

He I\.~~ l, \ 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Herewith a grim -- but possibly realistic 
assessment from London's man in Hanoi 
(filed from Singapore). 

He says Hanoi is not interested in negotiations; 
and it is prepared for a protracted war. ' ....___,_,____ 

/· 
l)3~( Rostow 

@HFft•'lfN'TI A ij attachment 
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IN FOI-!:MA TIO N 

5SECRET 

Wednesday, February 14. 1968 
7:00 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a British account of 
U Thant•s conversation with Mal Van Bo 
in Paris. 

It adds up to exactly what lvial Van 
Bo has told everyone else; that ls, 
they will not accept the ttassun1.ption" 
o! the San Antonlo formula. They arc 
merely prepared to talk !or a cessation 
of bombing v..-lllle maintaining complete 
freedom of action for themselves. 

,v. W. Rostow 

WWRostow:rln 

DECLASSIFlED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo 1130195<;1-n:'"' ,,., ~d1• ) ' .._ •.! ,, -• v_eL. \J ! e ines 
By cf:,. 'PAP '[;;1t-- '-/ ·J..'8.·99__ • 
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•. ~~SE.O T,0 FO '{EL, ,.b., 15"0OF 1,tj ~f;t!,liUAfl.11~f . ., r&R IL';m TO 

UK,M.IS NEWI'Y~K CFM L.ORDCARADON)ANtJ ~ASH lNG-TO.N (~~ AKBAS~OOR) ~ 

V~'!_r.!J..~.~_Y.~~--~g AT 15"~00 <PAR.ls !HlS).i ~HE ~!E._-_Jl~V~I 
HAO HAD A LON(¼ T4LK Wlliff MI VAN &on-us MORNI&t& AND THAT flE" ......- - __,-.,-•--·-·--•· __ _ ··-·'-· .. --·...;:;. .:,...:-....;.•_· ......... ·v;;,J• • .... ::.-.··4-.~ ........... ....... .----. - .. _ .........-· ... ..... .. ···-·•_. -... .. . .,,._; · .. ~~-··~-·· ...,,._..,. . 

WOULD BE ~lN'G THE qENERAL A-T 16000./\Hil> COUVE LAlE'A lHlS 
...... - ...... -- ...-- .. - -~-----•- ... •:·· ... :.. . ......... ~ __... .-~ .. -... •.;; _·,;.;-, -· ..... ;-.::- .. .:- .. ·._::..-· .:-.· ...·----:....---~.-:--..;...:.,.. ••• -;,__.;..-·· ~ ;r 

EVEN!NG.) 

2a .• U THANT SAID 1·HAT1!f~l.:l.R~I.Jl.~§>If~_J{tLl.9tl.Me JiAOPUT 
TO lHE NOR'Tti'VIETNAMC.OHSULG~ l. w!AS'!AJ _NEW_J)ELR .HOW_: 

...:•.,... .. -.- :t..~:•--.--•z.r-·•.,.~~...,,...~-~--•--·•••·•·::1-••·•·••- ........... ~ . --· .~ ........... _. ___ .,_..,,.,. ~ 

&OOt{ AFTER T~ eOfiaENG~tOPS CAN 'TALI\~.BE E~f.cct~O.-.J"~ .BES.Ji!"?• 
• --·--:: .,.:z,,.~.,..,. ...... P,·•-..-...t•-..·;....--~,-- .... --. ............... -, ... .,:... .. ,._ __ • ..: ·- •••• ···-. f, •· ••••• ---· --·-.--- ...... - ••• - ------- ·-·-- ··---------~-·-· ..... -_..-

WOUl.wOrr QE lN LES'S 1'HAH THREE' TO FOUR u.ea<s1 MAl VANBO'$ ~NSW~ 

lvAS TuAT 1'HE Nt>~ ~ A,5 500~ AS UNQUO'TE'Mei\N'T QUOTE" -AN 
AfPROPRlAiE 1Hie .u"'QU01E c UN Tcf-lf>S CO~V~E)~· fi~ E.XPLAJNED11147 
"ft( JS fiEANl A fERlOO \JfTH lN WHlCH HORY!-1vun:t-.tAM lvOULO HAV£ PltOOF 

'Ttti;\1" ,HE uE$SA'FfO~ OF9 0aaa.s1NGWAS Q!Lmf' £W°BC1'\Vf u~~s iUlD lffE 
0NiTE1J S7[\TeS WOULD AA'iE OEtt,lN$TRATEDirHE:Q001E RE"ALl'f¥ UNQUot!E 

. OF 'THl S C£SSAiH)Ni,>.U THANT·.·s,t,o-·=niAT" IT .-9fEME'l~CLEAA-rHAT.t :·
~i p~ ~~f.-jt1g:p~:iNVt>i.vEb~iN_~f£iii-f 

11A 
_\IAN-oo ~AP~N'~.-~ i~~~_-1.~Qf-.1H- s·~o¢-:--.~-~:s 

c-::;:.;;;.:.:·.::..::.: _ .. , ... -...... -.,-.:...- ... ·~·,.,--"" .... .c.;.;.:._l-..,...,..,., ···-· . ·---·~--------""·•_..·· ;.--·------ ......_ .....-:·..:._:f!!Jt..•..• ,._._.~ ... ,• , ...... ....... _._~ -- ............... ,<::., .. 
~~--~~~~~~~'t!,~~-Q.~~~~A~.-~LlJ~~>a-~NO~Ali ..!~-~~~.. 

• C ~ Q <:, '- ~ o••:.;;/-=-'f;-;,,---=~t ~n ~,l'·: -~ 
.< 

·.•· .·:·-: . . ..:, : _.. •. 
• : •• • • • I • • • I 4 •' •~ • 

. •..' .. 
t ,. 
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• ~v V THANT. SAlO '?HATONE" OF 1'HE"~OST 3HPOt<1.AN!qLE~~Cef5.~J•(~H9H••• ~,••• ·.·.;.~. 
. a:::=.~----~·--..;......,16 -~-----,..,.,.,,._._..~ -.- .. _______ ._,...- •". - .. ~. 

HG HAD P01. A.T NEW OELl·U \ilAS tJHET~ l1 \vAS P~S'Sii~l.£ 'lliAT~t.r~ 
.............. ... /'JJt. ., ..._.. 1 .... J". -~ .. .- ............. , •• , •• _,__ ••• _, __ , ...... -- ....... -- ..... - ....... _ .. _._ --· • ......... •-·---·--·-·-·---·--- ·--•· .. -- ... -----·--· ··---·· --·:.·• •• -----·-··--· -· 

THE HEE1'1NG BETWEENRtP~~NTA11V£S OF 1-ft\NOIANOTHS-OtJ1TED'5T,&1ES 
r:T"_._._.._.•---,t-~--.-••-4,.:..~.:;.T ... 'ti"'_,,,,_ ..... ,___,.._, . ~--••....,_~~ .. ~~-""'-•• _,,..>.,... ••""'_"",__.,..,.a,•-•-.-••"',.-.,,- ......-·• - .... • ' ,.....__,.....,.._,_.~,_..__.......,..._.."l,,,,• . .-.-.._7. .c. -r..-,I 

GOt.EJ.lNMJ;f\IT1tic ~\/A C~ERE~E COlfLOBe CONV~~ \i,tA' ·VANeats • 1 
;.; .• ·--.,:.~:;.;.;. ~:..•,•tt.:.••..::.... ............ .."!' .... ~~--,\~:..-Y.~•~- .. • ...._............ • ---~......__ _ _,,~-·---.♦, .. ,;.._.;.._.._.;_~ 

: .A"~ WASTHAT TtliS tiOUl.ib Be_.A11AT1efl1'0 61f ~.JSG~$EO AT Ttle •. MEET::_. 
• • -• • • I ' •• • • • 
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lNG OF NIOR11'\.. VlETNAtitSE ANO. AN.EaJCAN/ ~PAESENTA? lVES¥, •AL.~QUl;ffUON'S 
,;;j,._--;:.~,,.,_..,.,.:..".~"-.._,'Vi.·l/:..,_•:"""':.::':'.~.o:r--!..,•lro.'"•·..• ~ .. ·,.;.~ ...... _,. . ........,......~ .... - •••• ·• ~:.~ .. ..:.,.·~.;.....-.,~~~.;....;.-...;.;...:...;.::..::.,;.;..:;._,;,-··· •••••. .•• .. _,.._.::.:. _,..,.....,..tJ,i,,--•· • -·.. • • ..__.,.,._., 

COUU) eE AAi!zfl ·AT lT" 8aifi SIDES WOULOes-~EE:· 'fO p.wp(Y5£AtJ'4 
~,,....~-...._: .• ....,.:...,·...:..;:.,..,._~l,~••t..,;,.:.._,W\~;.;.;,r,.;~~ .. &.-..c;; __ ..t; __ .._..__~~.:;_:.;.:...r.~_;..:_..;~· .-•s: •••• ,,..- ~-·-·----··•·. --···• -····.-~····· ·~ - ...... ~- :..,,,J 

\!Et{S FOR Ol~US~IOM~ 

·'!'•.- .. 

0£LHI WAS WM!1HE.Ri'RE".LEY£L,,.QP-•-«051l~lT3ES. CflU;~ttAet~-·ixe~·MEANt·· 
• c:::=--~~~li~-:,:&:..:,.:·.::.J~:...,~:•:..,...:.:_~ :....:..,.;...,.;:~~J ...~.. ~................ :...:.-~--..:............~,-.; ......J._,.~ ...... ...-.,,_,~.;..;,.,,:-' 

· Hi \HE Soot1-l). WOULOaE Re0~D- <lH.<£A REaDIG 1il\K£S ·.PLACt!.:P, 
F---.--. - ··--·---_ --._ 5~=--~~ ....-,--·· .. ;.:..~.;l!·~···:x-·,.,•,·--"'•· •••• , .. - ......... ~ •.....:;.,;.-·.·..,,.~~'="-:..·~-:-.--..:..;..- ___ ....,~ • .:..~----"----·•~ 

. -
MA1VAN_ 00 HAO.N.OTANSWERED O]flcqL:l~~·»E11-Als~~QUES'TtON S\tO 

~...;;..--~-.;-· . ..___;..:,...._~~/4-,_;_:_~ ...,.,. ··1··· • ·•· ····,,: ·•· • • ..;i..:..··1u·~· ··s:z:~-;.-~ • 

1iJA1 ~ij~~: _l~ ..Pl~~~~~~~-.-~~i!t~~- tiHOI.lf...Y~~~~.·-.~~~~~. CA!!·. 

~E. D1S:US'f£D ~. N'1 fO l rf.rS AA t~EO . et Etm:E~ :Si 0£"'CAJ~•BE;-Tt.KEN •• UP-~ 
i;._,;,;.·;.-:::..:.~~.:.:.;.-;.~~~· .,. ··: ..• , .......-··--~~7.:..;:,.;;-~..;;;:.~~~.:.:,;..- ;.~;;;;:~.:..:-:::.::.:.....:..:..:...~ • - ••••• - .... --c ,......:..: ..... -·-:.~......,__;~.. __ ... .. -"---'· ~ 

. u .:itiAITT..C.O~N11;1) ,lH.AT. ll-1ERE •WAS ,.!HUS NO" ·pftf ot\'·.·cct(~rrt'U:m-..·.:· 
c-· .... -.-- .. :,,_~\•:· ... <~;..-•-·- ... •.... : . .::.. :...-~~~·..:.......~--=--- .·· ·•.:--...;..;,;- . ..._-::...-..,,.::.::..-~:..-~-·-~~-,:!-~--. •• 'I~~'-""•~c...\.i .•. .... ........ ~:.:-,: ~··· .. .. . .:;;~·.:.;;:. ·-

~NOI ts fl!JS:,l;{JON WAS lN F'P.C"T1'HJ\T mis QOESTt~ WASA MATIERFOR 
• • I • • • • • • 

?:, U 1fi.fANT. HAOA~D Ml \IAN BOtlliETHERP~S~OgNl JOHNSON~S 
~····-·· -·· ·• ••.•... ., ·······--'· ········ - . . . . ...... ·•·· . . . . :--: ..:.;:..,•:..,;..~.__.:.. ...... -·. ·.:.-:., 
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l,'IOICA TE: 0 couecr. 
O CHARCEro 1-:::::0• CRA 1 

Origin ACTiON: IlAMEDIATE 

Info, 
INFO: AmEmbassy RO}vffi 

USUN DECLASSIFIED 
.Ani.embassy LONDON 
Am~r:-:~assv PARIS Authority ....:::~~i...-:::L=.~!..2.~~""""'­

STATE 
1:.565.C:; 
A:::2::1b2ssy E8SCCW 

By----'~:-:.---, NARS, Dat~ 3-~J ...77 

L Italian Fon }11inistry tods.y announced that eai-·lier. tt1.is month FanfarS had 

talks with two No1~thVietnamese Reps on tha possibility of starting· 

_negotiations. Annoµncement said contents of talks h:1_dp:tomptly be~m passed 

on to St&.te Departm.ant. 

2. The Italian accou.i."1.tis co:rr·ecL Althoug·h we vrnre ~1ot L"'1forrned of 

......_. their intention to ::nake·,a.i-iypublic annquncement and a reply was about 

• • • • to be sent to Fanfani, you should inform G'VN at the appropriate ievel of 

-what FaniaPi passed clear that v1e do not considertht~---=~ •on to us ma..1-(i.,i,g-

precise or complete an account as would be necessary to make a definitive 

:\ evaluation of what was actually said. Following is sun1mary of FarJani 
• ~ ......._----------- ;"-: 

report: 

::t.. T\vo North Vietnamese representatives met Feb 5 
-.. 

and 3 with Fa.rdarJ and in course of intense dialogue 

reiterated des·ir3 ·foi--psace and freedom, accepted 

proposition t.'1-iatViet-Nam remain divided and that regime 

in Soµth b8 freely chos2n by population so as to prepare 

\ --

Tel. bl. Ttlegr•;>hic tr1nsmiuion &nd 

EA/V N :B.J.sham • hih 2/14 _ L1535 cl,milic.ition •;>proved by, . William P. B-~.md 
ClearHCH• 

EA Eu"R/AIS - N.'r. -.stabler 

S/S- ·.,AParker 

-
FORM OS ~22 
8-:65 ·--: 

. - .... _ 
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Page_2_. __ of telegram to___ S_A_I_G_-_O_l_'~-------------------------

conditions fo1" futm·e reunification. 
\ 

b. N\.r.N reps specified that bombing cessation \Vas pracondi~on 

to ne~·otiatioi1s rmcrasse1--ted DrtV d2sired to negotiate wiU1 USG if 

c2ssation took place ·o:c were to ba announced officially. (Note: Fanranir s 

.account does not use word II unconcliilonal 11 in this context but vrn assur.a.e 

this 1vvasfr1 iact employed· l. Frf/'r:~-i.lrrL""IFollowing bombing· cessation NVN 
· · • · · • repeat X • 

lvould be i-·eady to opei). con.tact.s foI' serious negotiations Yidays aitei-· 

. this condition was met. 

c. ·with respect to necessary participation of NLF l½.is could take 

pla.ce inn second stagerr. Hanoi could'not talk on beh . .::.lfof NLF which 

is' a.utonomous but in ca.s:2of contacts looking toward negotiations the 
.·;c 

Governrn.ent would exercise its influence in direction of pos.:.;ible ur:derstanding 

betwe~m VJil.Shington and Hanoi. 

d. VJith respect to Geneva· a.g:ceem,2nts, NVN reps recogiu.zed that 

soiI-it of these acrr-eaments i--em2.in valid but-they think that some of t.11dir 
. ~ • ~ . \ 

- t• ·-~ ...-~-~ -· - .-... • -·- - - - -- • 

cla1:1-sa~hav~--been \overtak~~1_by even~s-~ 

e. Vji'th respect to President Johnson's sta.tements on necessity 

for some 1~eciprocity in retw. .. n £01-- born.bing cessation and necessity for. 
some sign from Hanoi, NVl\J reps I'eplis'3d they do not accept concept 

of r-ecipi-·ocity becJ.use they will never negotiate under bombings and 

Dacem ber statem2nt of :N\Jj_\'IFo:rlv1in constitutes clear sig-.ri which has 

been carefully co:1sidered. arj,d designed to resolve conflict. NVN 

ren comulained th.3.t this declaratio~1. has ~at received reubr a.~~-.. .. . ... J .. 
complained aboc.-t lengt.1. of tlme US eA-ploratior..s· of declaration \vere taking. 

https://i--em2.in
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.. 
I. VJh~n ~aniaPi :refei--red to US commitrrwnts tow r·d GV1\I, 

N\TN 1·eps replied th:;tt trlis was 11a pretext u. 

g. NV1~ reps :repeatedly decL:i.red that present 2-tter.2pt 111 ~ome \vas 

establish contacts b8b.vean Hanoi 3,nd \V s.s:nington v.:iti. view to st~1·ting 

. neg-otiatior.:.s on all probiems existing· benveen 'b.,-::10cou.I1tries. 

added pare1:th8tical note at this point that 11this eA7Plainsv1hy ~LF 

take pa::ct only in second_ phase of neg·otia.tions. 11 

h. NVN I'eps proposed t."-1atFanfarJ issue cor~muniq_ue on meeting·s 

but he· sdd he v12.s opposed to this idea on g:counds it VJould coEstitute lack 

of co:-isic.e1"2.tionfo::·USGove:rnr:18n.t and public natm·e would deleat H~-1oirs 

would. 

NVN reps L1.engave up idea 

of co::nr~urliq_ue and ag-.ce8d to keep conversation sec1 .. et for tir..1.a being·. 

Accordir..9· F2.r1i2.ni I s accour1t above l'ecord was cornpai-ed and coniil"med by 

i. E~suing- personal and off-the-record G.iscussio~1included following 

p_ointa: 

{1} \Villi respect to neg·otiations it became clear that 

proolem of n g71a.raritees" fo1--application of 8.J."1.Yeventa2.l 

agi~eements was becoming- increash1gly irnportax.t. 

(2) \Vith respect to NLF, NVN :teps stated several times it 

rep~e~ents a great part of the population o; SV"""tJ. 

(3}. • \Vith regard to possible :free e.lections in S\rr:t~, NVN 

https://F2.r1i2.ni


MFG. 6-64 

P41ge__ ··_of telegram to ___ __ ______________________ _SA_I_G_O_0_.: 

11spoke of an electo1---2.lcrove1--~c.menton a ::b::oad basis. 
~ ~ 

Finally, v:,~th reg-a.rd to US POWs in ~V1~, r,.:;ps g-3,ve formal 

•assur·::-:.1.cesfr.1.;i.t their t:reatmsnt was humane ar.:.aCO:.."l';:;ct althoug·h 

thsy wer2 tmable provic"k~· us wit.½ number of priso:-1.2~,s. 

j. In course of conversatio:ns., :!:~\TNreps l"epeatedly 2mpl12.2iz26. tnat 

theh .. t:r-ip to ~om,s and their availability for possible fm--the:.·· conve:2sa.tions 

cl2a1·ly rna11.i2ested E2.11oi1s good wiil. In rGspo:1se to ccr m.:bseq_ue::.t----

the 
• ' 

cµest:..ons this raises. We 

t~is ~a~oi actio~ as in line wit:--i its gestures
' , ... fU Thant and T_no..1.ans~ these a:ppraac:.1es is 

L1dica ticn of any position going beyond uublic• 

our ov~~-~11 attitude at this £ully 

cov0~ed ir. the Secretary's stzte2~nt of today, baing seat to you in 

th.a ~1ireles s Rath~r ~h&~ giving any .full account of tais 

as _indicated above: 
. 

,. 4 • • • 

pe ::·cic 2.pa tio.n of 

SECRE':P 

:: . 
' •• • r'fJ.¢;";;;:hr:,;:;~.y1 ~ .. 1 ¢ 'iWtefe?!ie;fer'u;{.;.JMiS,,;,tL.t: 

https://reg-a.rd
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5 
P;g~_:Qf__of telegram to __ 1T:~ _________________ ________ _...,~"'"'.:.:"""'~--T=-r:.=----O"'"'...... --,--

to repo::t to :tzlian 

to be- exactly on 2. par with ·whet is uitl1 u -Thant 

m d ~·, --- ., • i..:..1e ;_naians, 

AFP report f~o~ Eanoi and ?aris 10291 ~it t~~s ~nterp~etatio~. 
2 

Today's 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I am supposed to get answers 
to these questions. 

When do you suggest the 
meeting on the reserve 
matters? 

LBJ /mjdr 
Feb 15, 1968 
1 :30p 

' ' ... 

/. 

! 
• I 
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QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE CALL-lJP OF RESERVE UNITS . 
AND IND D/Il) UALS 

l; vI'ny is it necessary to call up reserve units at this time? 

a. To be ready for further reinfqrcement of Viet-Na-rn? 

b. To be ready for other contingencies outside Viet~Narn? 

c. To reassure allies such as NA.TOto whom we have military conL~itments? 

d. To contribute to our overa_ll deterrent posture by adding to our 
visible strength in being? 

2. How large should the call-up be to satisfy the foregoing requirerrrents? 
Can the call-up be dL~inished by such devices as a reduction in our overseas 
garrisons in Europe. or Korea? 

3. Why is it necessary to call up individual reservists at this t:L--ne? 
Can't it be avoided or postponed? If not, how many must be called? ~rnen? 
From what sources? 

4. lfuat will happen to the reserve units and individuals called up? 
Where will they go? How long will they serve? Are the necessary housir.g, 
equipment, and training facili~ies ready for them? 

5. lfuat are t·he budgetary implications of these actions? 

6. What must be requested from the Congress? What can be avoided or 
delayed? 

7. What will be the manpower requirements for maintaining these increased 
forces? 1fuat will the effect be on draft calls? 

8. What will be the domestic and interr.ational reactions to these 
decisions.? 

9. How should our decision be explained to the domestic and i..'l'lternational 
public? Wnat should be the timing of our statement? • 

February 13, 1968 




