An Cutline Raticnale for Partial Afobilization

I. A partial mobilization is needed:

-= to provide Gen, Westmoreland the troops he reeds;

-- to provide a reserve for other possible contingencies;

-- to reconstitute cur strategic reserve so that the deployment of
additional troops to Vietnam does not encourage military
adventuricm in other areas.

II. The nced for additional troops results from:

-« a change in the enemy's strategy, which
-~ has significantly affected the military situation,

HI, Until recently, the ensny was counting on 2 long war of attrition whkich would
eventually waar down the willingness of the South Vietnamese and the U. S,
to continue to {ight, This has not proven to bz a "winning" strategy for
him, because:

-- he has beea losing thie war of attrition;

-- the GVN has made impcrtant political progress;

-~ there has been a rallying of U.S. public support for continuing the struggle
to achieve our objectives;

-« the bombing of the North and continuad high casualties in the South with
no gains to show for them have engendered some war-weariness,

IV. Accordingly, the enemy has shiited into a "go for broke" strategy instead
of a protracted war of attrition, Its objeclives are:

-- to generate a maasive popular uprisinz in the cities;

-~ to administer a significant defeat to US/GVN/F W forces in the field;

-- to destroy the governmental apparatus of South Vietnam from top to bottoin;

-- to create a new popular front, dominated by the INLF, to replace the GVN;

-« to use this new "coalition goveroment to bring about the departure of #. &,
troops and to turn the country over to the Communists.

V. The enemy has failed to achieve these cbjectives and he has suffered heavily
in the process. Cn the other hand, his cffensives have also been costly to
the U.S, and especially the GVN, Furthermore, the battle is not yet over.

V1. Ia recognition of this new situation, additional troops are desirable:
== to pursue the enemy's defeated units so that they don't have time to recover:

-~ tc ezploit enemy weaknesses uncovered as a result of his unsuccessful
offensive;
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- to pr;:wide General Westmoreland with an extra margin of insurance;

-~ to preclude the enemy's achievement of any short-term gains which
he would use a2s a basis for a negotiated settlement favorable to him

but not warranted by the longer-run strengths or interests of the
South Vietnamese; '

-~ to permit General Westmoreland to achieve previcusly agreed upon
force levels at an earlier date because of the increased tempo of
enemy activity. Although the increacsed pace requires more troops
now, in the long run fewer men will probably be needed than if the
enemy had chosen to continue to pursue a protracted war of attrition,

-« to provide continuing evidence to the enemy that we shall dowhat is
necessary to canse him to leave his neighbor alone,
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1. Size of the cali-up / /1221_/

How many units of what types are needed? What is the rela.tionship
between the strengths of units to be called up and those to be deployed to
Vietnam? Are these troops really neceded? Are they enocugh? -How will
the call-up affect the draft? :

v
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2, Specific units

What are the specific units involved ?

What is the basis for selecting the specific units for call-up? What
should be said about the possibility of calling up additional units 7

3. Timae factors

How long will the units be neceded? How long will the individuals in
these units be required to serve? How will the units or individuvals within .
the units b_a replaced, if nscessary, when their tours of service are {inished?

4. Congressional requea_ts

What should the President ask from Congress? Renewal of right to

call up units beyond 30 June? Authority to extend tours? Authority for
selected call-up of individuals 7

B, How much will it cost?

6. Rationale
How do we explain the need for this action?

How do we get everybody to tell the same story?
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OPTIONAL NEAR-TERM ACTION PROGRAMS ;

1. Defer additional reinforcements of U.S. forces in South Vietnam
until requested by Westmoreland. Defer "call-up" of reserve units to replace
the 6 battalions now being deployed until further information is available
as to Westmoreland's additional troop reguirements, the extent of defections
in the ranks of the ARVN, RF/PF and South Vietnamese security forces and the
success of the GVIl in restorinz services, coping with the refugee problem,
etc. Defer request for new legislative authority.

2. Call up now a relatively small number of the Ready Reserves, approxi-
mately 40,000, recognizing that additional call-ups ray be required later.
This can be done without additional legislative authority. This call-up could
be accompanied by a Presidential speech noting that a further call-up may
become necessary depending upon develovrents in Southesst Asia, but that for
the time being no legislative acticn is being requested on " either personnel
or financial matters.

3. Call up either a small (L0,000) or large (130,000) number of Reserves
and concurrently request Congress to authorize additional perscnnel actions
to strengthen the Armed forces. ;j Defer request for supplemental financial
authorizations and appropriations, but indicate these will be reocuired.

4. Call up either a small (L40,000) or large (130,000) number of Reserves
and concurrently request from Congress both the authority to take the needed
personnel actions and the supplemental financial authorizations and appropri-
ations required. 2/

1/ By Joint Resolution of Congress, the following authorities could be granted:
(a) Authorize the extension of all enlistments, appointments, periods
of active duty, and other periods of obligated service of Regular and Reserve
members of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force.

(b) Authorize activation of all needed individual Ready Reservists
and extend beyond June 30, 1963 the authority to call both units and
individuals of the Ready Reserve.

(c) Authorize re-call of retired Reserve rersonnel.

2/ The possible increase in our effort in Southeast Asia may require, for
Fiscal 1968, additional new QOvligational Authority of $1 villion, with
additional expenditures of 3500 million, and for Fiscal 1969, additional
new Obligational Authority of from 32 tc $3 billion, with an increase of
expenditures amounting to $2 billion $500 million.



https://Southe2.st

S

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

February 13, 1968

—SECRET—NODHE—1

Dear Walt:
Enclosed is a memorandum for the President.
With warm regards,

As ever yours,

Qf[‘Jh \ o -

Henry Cabot Lodge

The Honorable Walt W, Rostow
Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Enclosure DECLASSIFIED

Authority &ﬂ, 3-¢- 75%
By - é; e '\l‘s"“ }) at \_M

—ECRET —NoBE——
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

) 6\ THE WHITE HOUSE
\\Q. . 85&
, S WASHINGTON

e — .~ : ;

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 -- 3:20 p.m.

R R 5 L2
Mr, President: J&‘ 3'{512_'-

I believe you will wish to read this summary of information on the
ARVN, In short:

-- They were about 40-50% strength on 29 January because of
Tet leaves;

-- They may now be back to about 75% of strength;

-~ There are still some soldiers who have not been able to get
back to their units, particularly in IV Corps;

-- Komer is working on getting pacificatioﬁ going again;
-- Westy has issued an excellent order in the same direction,

The full text that follows will give you a more precise feel for a
somewhat uncertain and incomplete picture.

w.Mtow

DECLASSIFIED
Authority 0SD /0-25-78: NSC §-14-80

v @
By 3K (iep), NARS, Date 8-27-5 0
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) Classification ?

T ] ACTION: AmEmbassy SAIGON PRIORITY tamarn 0 dat

| CINCPAC  PRIORITY ndiwvdd 1] gLl
Infor COMUSMACV PRIORITY YECT.2 e S =

STATE 114390 _ _ _]
NODIS
FOR AMB. BUNKER, ADMIRAL SHARP, GEN WESTMOCRE I..AND f/ e
JOINT STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE | Gl
SUBJECT: Command Relationships (U) ‘
1. In reviewing measures that might be taken to provide a more efisctive
prosecution of the Vietnam war, consideration is being given t6 the—————r—
thought of developing a command arrangement that would increase the
authority of COMUSMACYV over RVNA"E‘ and tonird country forces.
One of the comvnand a.:'rangemc*lts specifically in mind would be similar to
SEATOPlans 5 and 8 wherein a Vletnamﬁse (possibly Presicent Thieu)
would be the overall For Commander and the Urnited States would provide
the Field Force Commander.
2. Your comments' are requested on the feasibility and desirability of
this or cther command arrangements which might permit more effzsctive

| conduct of the war. This should not repeat not be discussed with Vietnamesa.
It is sppreciated that any change to existing command authorities would ke =

" delicate and time-consuming effort involving the highest level of Zny= interest.

3. Would appreciate your comments by 19 February.

—<P-3 ; END ' : l
Crahied bys vrom .| Telagraghic tr i35 7T 5
) C 2 e‘ G, R £ \-\JO}- U b E | graphic transmission and ../;__/ ; 4,
S o o -.%.tg /5{3}\?’* | I classification aparoved by: EA -P . C . Ea ocib //_’:;0@

OSD/ISA Mr. Steadman, 4/,{:“4/ b e _ | -
- CICS-Gerl.s Whoslezy, 4,-)4 : B _

e winS/S-Mr. Readlav 7 AROR-SROREE—
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INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM - /

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

=ty Tuesday, February 13, 1968

, 4:00 p. m, ot e
EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT I(_‘, f

Mzr, President:
You should know:

General Taylor again raised the question of whether we should hold
Khe Sahn., He believes we could protect the coastal cities of I Corps further
to the west,

(Incidentally, we now have in the Situation Room a terrain map that
suggests how tough the situation is there, You may wish to drop down and
see it,) C

If we decide to puli out,- he believes we should not pull out when Khe Sahn
is under maximum seige, but sooner -- to upset the enemy's plan by moving
west after he's dug in, emplaced his guns, and then has to follow westward.

He does not recommend we instruct Westy to get out,

He does recommend:

-- another round of questioning of our Khe Sahn strategy, led by yourself;

-- on the basis of that, the raising of any questions we may have
in a way that doesn't leave Westy feeling either out on a limb or
mistrusted -~ but, perhaps, with more flexibility,

If we did such a thing we would, in my judgment, require a plan to
attack ks _force, at our initiative, at a time and place of our choice,

u.ﬁ @Wgostow

DECLASSIFIED
ty DSD /0-35-78, NSC £-1Y- 6’0

Authon

By. 3K (£+@ ), NARS, Date, 8-29:50
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Mr, President:

- A
S ; INFORMATION &

THE WHITE HOUSE t

WASHINGTON ?

Tuesday, February 13, 1968 --,—3:'35 .p. m,

DR .
K& %ﬂ;%) gé =

Herewith a detailed account of the effect of weather on enemy
operations in I Corps, I have marked the critical passages. It comes

to this:

-- The enemy prefers to conduct operations in the Western DMZ
(Khe Sanh area) in the period of the northeast monsoon and transition

(November-May).

-- The enemy prefers to conduct operations in the eastern part
of the DMZ during the period of the southwest monsoon and transition

(May-October).

His present plans seem to envisage operating from now forward
at both ends of the DMZ; for example, just now a report came in of a
second regiment putting itself in a position to attack the somewhat
wobbly city of Quang Tri on Route 1, which is near the coast.

,)g)mef:w

DECLASSIFIED

Authority 05D /e-as5-28' NS¢ §-/4-8o

B.Yik‘_@“:ejl, NARS, L‘:ate, 8-29-80

3



12 FEB 1363
DECLASSIFIED

Aot 0SD letter NOV 22 1978

By gcﬁ NARS, Date 6 /=29 %QB/

FACT SHEET -

Subject: | Effect of Weather on Enemy Operations In I Corps
Tactical Zone

CLIMATOLOGY .

The mountain range which separates North and South
Vietnam from the Laos panhandle has a great effect on
weather on the east and west sides of the range, and
this has some effect on enemy military operations in the
I Corps area. During the general period fromzNavembers
through: February={NortheastMonsogn}s<the. Lagtiarida At
bandle .is-—enjoying.dts dry.season while the I.Garps:area
afSouthz¥ietnam-has its webrseason itir hezvy-rainy,
fogy-and high windsg During the period.from ¥ay-tinrough
Septemberz{Southwest Monsoon) conditiors are sw;tcneg,
with-Laos having -its web'season and I-Eorps.having. .«
genmlly.jny weather 4 Irar@_&;gml seasons are (iarcis
Qggéggandaﬁetqggpi Tab A 1s a DIA Intelligence Supple-

T 4 =

ment on the subject.

EFFECT OF WEATHER ON ENEMY OPERATIONS

The major effect of the monsoonal changes is thas
it affords the enemy gn: altgrnate,me‘axmﬁr*pw g
iggietiea}-eupportﬂto Jhis forcesTin-k=Cornsewy Tab B 43
map showing the“I"Torps area and the provinces in tae
Corps. North Vietnam has developed a series of logisti-

-cal base areas dn_ Lagg Just opvosite the I Coros_Zone

Ma10r base areas exist opposite the Duagsf

border""Qhquﬂﬁggyareag Are ton £ 03 TSRS g
in South Vietnam which the enemy controls and which ne has
developed as a line of communication), and opposite Ouang
Tin Province adjacent to the I Corps southern boundary.

Intelligence sources indicate that_ the-enen¢~qpvn

GROUP .3. ("’W"F""z)
DOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS;
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED.
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these-base.aveas-(and-.others-opj osiggjilwaﬁﬂﬁlkfﬁﬁarua}

By tnese ef Logugxgﬁﬂi§¢3ﬂ4a %o sustain his overatiorns
ftﬁe ~Ou+ sougpernTprovinc es inikiConvs at: ATLairIN
GVIS_&Q.D\;_.I'.&EE sthroughout »thélyehr. Reports of 1966 and
957 indicate no notable seasonal difference in the

number of significant enemy operations in these provinces.

This 1s accomplished by concentrating his logistic efforts

i in Laos during the Northeast Monsoon season and by in-

country base areas during the Southwest Monsoon.

There are indications that the pearbergdoes~maxents
gcl;‘L“ intEheTpagtitern o renemy. operatiousdn=Quars
&l Pnoulc&J It ds in thiszarea,. QWWMarly
31195_1_5 tne,. sbhab. Ye_present. tnensurongest def “enses ity
the enemy - gzbotwwﬁm:'ﬁm iTtration-through-tHe=DNZ
and § Y5 counter.bismatarsinvastonrthreatTEReTey

In Quang Tri Province, the indication is that tne
enemy prefers fa ;ig,u;,a.wumesr -ang 01&993—3{3.1* 3 (Sl
%u”ﬁﬂaﬁa dey siine- W cra};iorhs ““GVer tne past
Wo “years, he seems to nave concentrated on -she. #ES!
ortlon,.of . the .DNZ during LthatTEImeloti¥he -vear—when
Srbh Vaeen 'q:—_mas xanuoy..ngjé_g_dmggsv}zﬁtne summer
months) and opératéd toward the wea‘;eﬂn—?o..ic:tm‘@e

a*oun&,&l*x&ﬁanh, Qurang, Lne WInter. mo.

' g8 -iir haga«was dryp The following are examples

' ndicat ions. .
v ~ Fa»g-_.)

NORTHEAST MONSOON ;ERIOD (v

- In Januare=Stfy the f'irst 120 mm mortar attacks on
Khe Sanh took place. Lhes$ y that year, the US

Special Forces Camp at A Shau was attacked, resulting

in the evacuation of that camp. That area has been in

enemy hands since that time. Reports indicate GLiszhites
\-- 3 -y g N

o b relative stDerRerioarianuary g

- Reports froyrmias0stsFareISftrtnrou Hobruarymy6y
indicate _aln J"‘gc L CORLAStRINELRETE S 5 6 ernT mmammjl the
...:;.7;"‘::‘:;“#@ oroenemy-unses  for, the most. parixeiincram
nor'tn,or tae..3en. ai 2iver. and -easas et L. insresubnlyyerrainins

E@&r onnaiqs,nceﬁma perations.--.ay the same time, however,




ST b MR TE WA e s TN 3 g ot 8 SiEe e 2 Early in
“year, the enemy was discovered conSurucuing a road

into the A Shau Valley from Laos. ;§w¥ £ wrial1©  ENemy
used artillery against friendly unius in ne Sanh-.
Lonv~¥exwaﬁ=,¢u=¢w:-»mh_,wiaﬁ_wq_‘ - a:gﬁgﬁﬁm’

ag?areuuemjm enemy builaup in thls area was discovered
by ‘4 Mmarine patrol in mid-April, and subsequent major

contacts during ng%l_ggg_ﬂay in the KoexnSanh-Hiiisto
greg - resylbedein:am asegowFovehggjaﬁ enemy f£itles. It
was congludec at that.Lime. Lhafibhesenemyiintendedzbomr=
§i€2§“;ne -Sapp duringrApril-2967. At the same time,

" if'icant trooo presence and truck movement throughout

the A Shau Valley was noted.

- Thersamersiraificeans }Qmﬁmaw ﬂ=*—46\hf
e ste“n DMZ area -has..occurred during tvhe current NQré@-
éE_wofﬁssﬁfgérlog*mgcQQmpaﬁwed_byuamhﬂilﬂﬂD of  énelny
fopces es nearcXie -Sant ~.Some differences are apparent
t’hls year, the first be:mcr the size of the force. The
enemy force in the Hill 8§1 contact was estimated as_a_

reinforced regiment. The*enengwbhreg;;aﬂ:gggggybw&eﬂy

g T Do elghil reginentsf The second dlfierence

is that the threas Nas -COlS -Cariifr -vhas 480w yEarg QN
.pElmxtuthe -eneny.to Jaunch au'a»:ggﬁﬂun;;e-xheeweaxner

15 gvogga —ﬂgé*r3¢nxareemenb.andwlogﬁggggmgneranlens

—~woaravorable Lo, ZQULS o

SOUTHWEST MONSOON PERIOD
('p4aﬁf ~ ST

e ”nen:inzwqrtnﬁtxe;ﬁhm

- The major conuacts in the plézéﬁﬁﬂuhﬁﬂ“xﬂﬁﬁjzﬁamo
e TR © O, dur’ing 6&"&%;&.“‘ £ Yo g ; 56 - =34
Eneny forces in tne area at tne time were esti-

B! gose Marine operation HASTINGS, con-
ea uncovered several battalion size Lorces
soutn of tne DMZ and very likely preempted a major enemy
attack on Con Thien at that time.
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- X@wpw @qu&Gxﬁv A VAeeastere-Dis $e0 top-Guringmiat Ty
cad@w*“ﬂzxg UL Y TANGL.SeRTendeR “Marine Operation HICXORY,
F18ertaen into the southern half of the DMZ in May, was
the first US ground force Operation into that area., Enemy
operations in July and September were supported by extremely .
heavy artillery fire, particularly on our Con Thien position
and on the Dong Ha logistic complex to the south,.

CONCLUSIONS

- Both we and the enemy vorefer to fight under dry condi-
tions, primarily for reasons of resupply and reinforcement,
Enemy use of the Laotian panhandle during the Northeast
Monsoon provides him a dry line of communication the year
round.

rOVINCEesS 0L 1 Corps,. ﬂﬁHLhexg

-

- x CEehSaY- s rCes- Lo e Bikgniiigant

- In Quang Tri Province, the.lNorenueasu-tioansooi—ravoly
%Peﬁﬂwﬂpﬁ»&i;g&ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁﬁwesu&Jﬂ‘ﬁwﬂtor because. nisslines
oxiisy CﬁnhﬁZC§flOﬂfaﬁéuxginxangament"asfrexarivexv unhampered

E- =1s: L The.Southwest. . Monssory

f@&ﬁﬂ&.ﬂﬁ&ﬁnﬁxhﬁlﬂﬁa
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Authority FZZ. 3 -2 DEPARTMENT OF STATE
By_—u4? _, NARS, Date 3-2/-75 ' WASHINGTON
February 13, 1968
E E . — I M:u—;_-.
oz The President
From: H. .C. Lodge H ,G ; mﬁ/’
Subject: Some lessons to be learned from the recent

Viet Cong raids.
1, On the MINUS side are the following:

a. The great degree of surprise achieved by the Viet Cong
confirms the suspicion expressed in my memorandum to
you of February 5 that there simply was not enough pro-

+ ficiency in police-type procedures. Had this existed,
preparations for many raids would have been discovered
and the raids prevented, Those that could not have been
wiped out immediately would have been easier to handle,
The Australian Ambassador in a perceptive telegram
says this:

"We need not be surprised about the success
of the infiltrations, The enemy had fime and
circumstances going for him, particularly the
laxity and corruption of the police and the
inefficiency of the Government's intelligence

machine, ..

— SECREF=—NOPR——
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—EFERET—NODLS

Q-
"What, then, was at fault? Notunder-
estimation of the Viet Cong strength, I
suggest, but failure to insist that the
Vietnamese make ai genuine effort to pro-
tect themselves against insidious infiltra-
tidq, for only the Vietnamese can do this
work., . ."
The pacification program has suffered é.big setback, This
underscores the need for making it as realistic and as
effective as possible and also getting the very best men
involved in it. The newspaper story reporting that "no
one talks about pacification ahy more" is fallacious.

Undoubtedly greater emphasis on the policing phase of

pacification at the precincf level will be needed, but
pacification itself is more necessary than ever,
Ancther "minus" is the psychological distress which the
Viet Cong raids have caused in this country -- on which
the hand has not yet been played out.

Unfortunate, too, is the government's decision not to
collaborate with private organizations in refugee relief

work, This is a typically Vietnamese example of

—SFREREF=NODIS
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L e
medieval behavior plus French bureaucratic influence,
The "true revolution" which you personally authorized
me to mention in my arrival statement in the summer
of 1965 is still the most needed single thing to win the
people over -- and when the people are won over, the
war is won, Such a'true revolution" cannot be done by
GVN or AID but by the people themselves, through non-
governme.nfa.l organizations, The notion that ﬁroblems
must be solved by working through government -- which
worked in Eux;ope under the Marshall Plan -- cannot
work in an underdeveloped country such as Viet-Nam in
which there is no local government in our meaning of
the word, Government cannot be said to exist when there
is no administrative competence, when the confidence bi‘
the people is lacking and when the so-called local govern-
ment does not identify with the people,
The final "minus" are, of course, the killed and wounded

on our side.

On the PLUS side are the following rather remarkable things

which were not at first evident:

e

To the best of my knowledge there has nowhere been any

recurrence of the "struggle" movement which almost
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lost us the war in the first half _of 1966, I'm sure you
remember how, in Hue and_Danang, the police marched
down the street carrying anti-government signs and
how the government had completely lost jurisdiction
over both cities -- which would be comparable to the
President of the United States losing jurisdiction over
Chicago and Detroit., Similar "inside jobs" were im-
pending in other cities when Prime Minister Ky with
great skill and courage finally put the "struggle" down.
If there had been a well-organized "struggle" movement
in all of the cities which the Viet Cong recently attacked,
we would now be very close indeed to a Communist take-
over, Our military strength simply would not be
applicable in such a situation -- just as our Marine force
outside of Danang was not applicable in 1966 when our
concern was to keep them out of the way. It was a largeg-
meshed net with which to catch whales -- not the fine
meshed net with which to catch the small but deadly fish
of terrorism,
This interesting development could mean the growth of

what you once referred to in a telegram to me in 1964

—SECRET=NEBIS_
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as the growth of "political energy" -- a dividend from
all the work we have done to bring about constitutional
government and a sense of civic consciousness.

It appears there was much good fighting by the ARVN,

- the Regional Forces and the Popular Forces, which

reflects great credit on General Westmoreland and
General Abrams,. It is a pity that the police-type
techniques were not as good or as widespread, If they
had been, there would have been less need to fight sincé
many of the raids would have been nipped in the bud.
The high Viet Cong casﬁa.lties are another plus.
Remarkable too is the lack of back biting and the de-
gree of unity in governmental circles, In 1963-1965,
a blow like this would have been considered ample
grounds for a "coup, "

It is often said thaf Viet-Nam is drowning in good
advice and starving for effective action. The placing
of Vice President Ky and General Thang in charge of

reconstruction is the best guarantee of getting some

R

—S-E-GRED}-—NQDIS\ |

action,
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INFO TMMEDTATE {ors_ 13021827 FEBES . . M
~ FROIA: JCS : B o o SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS a
e - P DISTRIBUTION |
- : : q | CJCs Uy
SEu CSA /ZEN g o DdS " J-S
| CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA . AMEDWNTE} sucs y-u
CSAF  /ZEN | . CNO . DIA-. . |
CINCPAC % o & v . {€MC . SECDEF - |
INFO: CINCARSTRIKE ey hiw a0« | 4=k | DEPSECDEF
- CINCUSARPAC - DECLASSIFIED . - J-3 * ASD/SA
‘CINCPACAF " o IR - ASD/PA
‘COMAC ority B.0. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (1)) STATE DEPT

. COMUSMACY Bywdi2® _Na S o oo HHITE HOUSE.
AMEND SAIGON —~e NABS, Date =22 250 ©700

CINCAFSTRIKE ‘COORDINATION |
S RBES s ARMY, . o
_seerer—ucs - 984o " JCS SEND h MGEN HOLLIS
o ' NAVY
SUBJ: DEPLOYMENT OF BDE TASK FORCE OF a2D e
| : <o NS |VADM MENDT
AIRBORNE DIVISION TO SUN {S} 27~ | AIR FORCE:
REF:  JCS 9375/200010Z ‘APR b5 {NOTAL} L
. ST T MARINE CORPS
TN LY ; )
PART I FOR CSA/CINCSTRIKE o Tew ek
1. {S} THE JCS DIRECT THE DEPLOYMENT BY J=5
= ' - - COL LYNCH. |
AIR. IN ACCORDANCE REF. OF ONE AIRBORNE BDE SASH - - o
S o o | mGEN SHERRILL
TASK FORCE OF THE 82D AIRSORNE DIV FROM FT. ASD/PA . -

| MGEN COWLES ~
BRAGG~ N-C.» TO SVUN. BDE TF. AT STRENGTH OF ‘

APPROXINATEL‘Y 4,000+ WILL BE DEPLOYED ON:A DATE 'nua. ;
S\ e i
TEMPORARY BASIS TO CLOSE IN-COUNTRY NOT LATER MONTH YEAR i
e v ' 3 FER = b8 |
' e = . _ ) o ) o PAGE NO NQ. OF i
) ] PAGES o ‘
o | TYPEO NAMEAND TITLE : PHONE r | SiGNATURE I F';
0 | 53031 E‘)</9/f /éEZ;zg;// .f;y/. :
1 CAPT E. S. JACKSON. USN .;. YRGB ORETT, JR: [T e
' PACIFIC DIVISION. J-3 awip . e b § ke S
R : Magor/;Gg_nsrai, USA 4 : l
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AND/OR CONT”\UA“"O\I SHL:.L.i _ —SEEREF— -
PRECEDENCE H RELEASED BY . | DRAFTED BY ' PHONE -
ACTION ? ) I ) | i S
INFO i .
7l

THAN 223002 FEB b8. AIRLIFT OF THE BDE TF.
IS TO COMMENCE NLT 142300Z FEB k8.

‘2. £C} REQUEST CSA ADVISE ALL CONCERNED
IDENTITY. COMPOSITION. AND STRENGTH OF BDE
TF. IDENTIFYING UNITS BY FRN NOT ASSOCIATED
WITH OTHER ELEMENTS OF PROGRAM S.

3. {S} PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENT CRITERIA
AND PERSONNEL ROTATION POLICY WILL BE
DETERMINED BY CSA AND INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED
_SEPARATEL?. | |

4. {S} MAINTAIN 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION
MINUS IN A READY DEELovaNT STATUS.

PART II FOR CINCPAC

5. {C} ADVISE ALCON DESTINATION AND
AERIAL POD FOR BDE TASK FORCE.

PART III FOR CSAF AND CINCSTRIKE

b {b} MAC WILL ASSUME MOVEMENT CONTROL
OF ALL AFSTRIKE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED
TO TACTICAL;AIRLIFT S@DNS {EXCLUDES ONLY
CCTW ACFT} IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAC OPLAN 1GS.
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PAECEDENCE j RELEASED 8Y -

== s |

INFO §

a DRAFTED BY

19»«»:&

- MAC AND AFSTRIKE AIRCRAFT WILL OF’ERATE'AT_ |

WARTIME RATES-.

b : PART IV FOR ALL

7 £C} DIRECT LIAISON BETWEEN MAC AND
ALL COMMANDS CONCERNED IS AUTHORIZED FOR
MOVEMENT PLANNING.

a.f{é}'wo PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OR
STATEMENT OF ANY KIND wILL.BE.NADE FOR SECURITY
REASONS. INTERVIEUS WITH DEPARTING
.PERSONNEL ARE NOT AUTHORIZED NORMAL
PHOTOGRAPHY PERMITTED. ADDITIONAL PUBLIC
AFFAIRS GUIDANCE WILL FOLLOW AS SOON AS
AVAILABLE. GP-Y
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BOOK MULTL | SIMNGLE i
TYPE MSG ' & . !
: X i ! . . q) '
PRECTEDLNCE { /,———\ s . < i /r\ [
AcTION__ THUEDIATE | » '
s TAFEDTATE ,Wﬁ 303#12 FEB68 : :
TN R T ¥ i ) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS. i
DISTRIBUTION. [
: - - “r ; CJCS J-Y4 . ;
L cMC , N 2 DJS . J-5° :
CSAF /ZEN T SJCS -k f
CINCPAC T CSA  .DIA : . ;
CINCSTRIKE/USCINCMEAFSA - : CNO .SECDEF . ;
= S .. .|d-1 DEPSECDEF!
INFO3 CINCLANT - s |93 ASD/SA
COMUSMACY ' v |-+ " ASD/PA -
- AMEMB SAIGON DECLASSIFIED . - WHITE HOUSE™
- COMAC Authority .0, 11650 o - ol STATE" DEPT
CINCPACFLE o=~ °C. 5(A) and (D) o
CFNFPAC Bz, NARS, Datg5-27- 2% COORDINATION |
CGFMFLANT . ' AIR FORCE: '
CINCAFSTRIKE _ _ SCEN BRAY: 5
—SEERET™ JCS G35 0 JCS SEND gAY i
‘ : MGEN HOLLIS

SUBJ: DEPLOYMENT OF MARINE CORPS REGIMENT _I

{REINF} TO SUN {S} " TS ,gig;wggc“;._;

REF: JCS 9911/122313Z FEB b8 {NOTAL} . e = :
THIS MESSAGE IN IV PARTS. gf;Eﬁ 'I.E.EEEE s
PART I FOR ACTION ADDRESSEES. ' < - o R
: ' S t
1. {S} THE JCS DIRECT THE DEPLOYMENT éof LYNCH ' ?
Ce &y _ . i
- TO SVN OF ONE MARINE REGIMENT {REINFORCEDY . - . SASM " R !

AT A STRENGTH OF ABOUT 5.200 FROM THE STH- MGEN SHEQQILL

1“ e L i e M St . A B L O il s

" MARINE DIVISION. & T T —
_ ' - _ oo L 12 2227 i
2. {S} THE REGIMENT {RTINFORCED}. LZSS MONTH | YEAR - i
& | FEB | BA  {
- . PAGE NO. NO. OF i
. ) }‘ PAGES
5 TY?;DN&.;-:EAND'TF?_‘..Z . PHONE g CIGNATUNZ :
{2 53031 : Rff' 457
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PRECEDENCE i RELEASEO Bv S ORAFTED. Bv § PHONE
ACTION i i v 4G
INFO i : .
ONE BATTALION {REINFORCED}~ WILL BE DEPLOYED . ASD/PA -
| . - . MGEN COULES
BY AIR FROM CALIFORNIA AT A STRENGTH OF - ; : '

ABOUT 3.L00. _ _
3. {S} THE ONE BATTALION {REIF\FORCED}a

RESENTLY EP"BA?KEDn WILL BE DEF‘LOYED FROM
NIDPAC BY SURFACE LIFT AT A STRENGTH OF

ABOUT 1.500.
4. {S} THE REGIMENT {REINFORCED} ILL

BE DEPLOYED ON A TEMPORARY BASIS TO CLOSE

IN-COUNTRY IN SVN NOT LATER THAN 2523002
FEB L. AIRLIFT WILL COMMENCE NLT 1423002
FEB LA&. = . o
5. €S} PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENT CRITERIA

AND PERSONNEL ROTATION POLICY UILL BE
DETERMINED BY CMC AND INSTQUCTIONS ISSUED
SEPARATELY.
PART II FOR CINCPAC

b+ {C} ADVISE ALCON DESTINATION AND
ACRIAL POD FOR AIRLIFTED PORTION OF THE .
REGIMENT {REINFORCED}.
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PRECEDENCE i RELEASED BY - iDRAFTED BY . A PHONE

 ACTION i ‘
INFO R

2. {C} ADVISE ALL CONCERNED IDENTITY-
CONPOSITIqulAND STRENGTH OF REGIMENT {REIN}
IDENTIFYING UNITS BY FRNS. REFERRING TO JCS
DOC NO. 88887. |
PART III FOR CSAF AND CINCSTRIKE

8. {S} MAC WILL ASSUME MOVEMENT CONTROL
OF ALL AFSTRIKE TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED
To TACTICAL SQDNS {EXCLUDES ONLY CCTW ACFTI - o 1 Lo
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAC OPLAN 1b5 AND PROVIDE :
THE LIFT. MAC AND AFSTRIKE AIRCRAFT WILL
OPERATE AT UARTIME RATES. | -
PART IV FOR.ALL

9. {U} DIRLAUTH CINCPAC/MAC AND OTHER.

COMMANDS CONCERNED FOR MOVEMENT PLANNING

AND IMPLEMENTATION.

W e ST 4
Fage

10. ST NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OR
STATENMENT OF ANY KIND WILL BE MADE FOR
SECURITY REASONS. INTERVIEUS WITH DEPARTING

PERSONNEL ARE NOT AUTHORIZED. NORMAL'
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AVAILABLE-.

11. {U} THIS MESSAGE SUPERSEDES PARAS
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THE WHITE HousE : e B “'_

WASHINGTON

..-f.

o ..‘_A _.v_' F g L@}\ Tuesday, February 13, 1968

10:10 a, m.,
Mr. President:

o i i Quang Tri is a quite exposed city T ", .
~-.» " inICorps. :

PRI This report -- like others --
Ve i shows it continues to be wobbly. - =

B o Wﬂg’gstow

TDCS 314/02654-68
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DE YEXKASL 7D93R & 0440559 -

ZKZX 0C ZSL DE P SAN,TIZED
0 1305487 ZYH A ”
Fii CIA Lo,

TO UHITE HOUSE SITUATION RODH W 36\0‘“
$50 £CSI DA - . \ S
SS0 ARLINGTON HALL STATION : ' T

AFSSO USAF :

cNO ‘ SANITIZED

o~

3&3/1510 : : Authority /A /2 - aﬂ-9J,ﬁuﬁ§,
o

; - Bi_#dﬁyz , NARS, Dale_¥-€-7F
NIC ale

DIRNSA COHMAND CENTER

STATE (RCD)

CIA-~0CI
e ST
N SECTION ONE OF TU A
CITE TDCS~314/02854-69 °  ADVANCE) 2
REPORT CLASS -

~ COUMTRY: SOUTH VIETHAY
SUBJECT: SITUATION REPORT IN I COBPS
AS OF 0S00 HOURS ON 13 FERRUARY

ACQ: (11-15 FeBRUARY 196 )
SOURCE:

SUn?qu' COWDITIONS WERE QUIET WITH A CONTINUING
NMORMAL TRENWD IN I COR Pb. ONLY'HHQLL—DCAL_ LNTFY ACTION WAS
R_?O‘TnJ. EORALT CHASS D bflhTJ 0 QUANS TRIC1ITY ASTAX

AREJULT-. 0P RUMCRS-1HAT T HER2 ~ARE V2 I45IDE T2 Cil¥-

CASD L THAT: NYAUITS ARE- fOULlo TOWARD TaZ CITY, CRISTLYWUNTRUE,
Dl =R FACTORS WERE THE 11 FEBRUARY ROCKET ATTACK Ol THE CITY, WHICH
COSl 0 LIVES BUT PROVED THE ENEWY CAN STILL ATTACYX, aAND THE
DEPARTURE OrF THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS EMPLOYZD 3Y THE AHEZIRICANS,
IN DANANG RESIDZUHTS HAVEZ FORTIFIED THEIIR HOUSES 1IN #HANY . '
INSTANCES, EVEN THOUGH THE PRZISSURE IS AT LEAST TEHPORARILY

OFF. SOi#Z ARE CONCERIED TKAT BUDDHIST UNREST WILL

FOLLCY THE LIFTING OF THE CURFEW, ALTHOUGK THERE IS NO

EVIDENCE THAT THE 3UDDHISTS AR:E PLANHI&G ANY ACTION. LEAFLETS
ZCOVZRED IN QUANGZ TIN ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION OF THE ALLIANCE
FCR PEZACE AND DZHOCRACY AnD APPEAL FOR NZGOTIATION WITH THE
NFLSV TO RESTORzZ PEACE. AN UNCONFIR:ED ““PU?T FﬁJh QA3 TIn
ALLEGES THAT A "r’" CAZRE~SAID.THAT  I-3.-S380 0 -FAhD-

T"‘TQ_\ID "H—\: J; - ':-;:L;H-.:'\D q.l..-_la{\. :{Y 10
1,...-) p‘-l ,..‘"J pRJ‘ :ARCH@IG 1’1;}‘\;' 1..!.\:) lelLi“l'“‘{

1« On 12 FzBRUARY FREZ WORLD AND ALLIED FORCES HADE A
SWZEP OF ThHT RD ARZA IN GUANS TRI TR)VI\CH, RZSULTING In 12
EWZNY XIA, QUL .a=ad NlING urrﬁJ“?‘G“ TRE-EGSTH YO . MALN-FORCE, 3A% LQ"O;,
ETTEOHED -.'.“j ’f:::.ﬁT; a.urr'.'R:L. T'& - ﬁ" ‘Oh: DAJI.! & FORCE JOF
UNKNOHH SIZE WAS BEIN E??AGED WEST OF AL TU WiTH UWKMWi
RESULTS.. THE EuEdY 15 STILL EXERTiING PRESSURE On
LINZS OF CO4uUNICATION, #O Y 3Y INDIREICT FIXRE ATTACKS.
HAI LaNG DISTR;L: nhsuﬁﬁﬁﬁ RECEIVZD A FEW ®OITAR ROUNDS -
WITROUT SUFFERING HA JJ*‘ U‘- QUALG T?:- Cd.__b\'p"\f”..,. .'fve\lon ]58-1116&: Johnson - le'm*\f

B L T £
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- PEACE, DEHOCRACY AND HAPPIWISS, A NU#3ZR OF VC SAFE-CONDUCT PA

"2, 'BY 1! FEBRUARY THE MORALE OF THEZ PEOPLE 1IN QUARNG TRI

" PROVICT HAD rsuu TO DETERIORATE #ITH RUNORS OF VC INSIDE THE
rﬁ

1TY, A Hlu =1 ATTACK ON TiHE CIl!, ALLEGED #OVILELRT OF WVA
TROOPS TOWAT D THI CITY, THE DEZPARTUAZ OF IHILJ COULTHY NATIORALS
(FI‘I?IHDS) Wnd) WORXK FOR THE H:LRI"ﬁﬁS, A4D Cog1indEn VC
COLTHOL OF PARTS OF HUZ CITY. O 11 FI3RUARY THT PaRIOVINCE
CHIZF ORDERID A DAILY 1400 TO 0990 HIURS CURrzv Ib QUANG TRI
CITY TGO CONTROL THi POPULATION." THE PROVINCZ CHIEF
AND HOST ARV AND GVJ OFFICIALS HAVI A PASSIVE ATTITUDE, AND

-IN THKZ FACZ OF REPORTS THAT TRIEU PHOn3 DISTRICT WAS TO BE

ATTACKED, THE VIETHAMEST LITERALLY JUST FILLED HORL SAHDBAGS,
GIVING 11 T0 1n~ INEVITASLE. '

3. INTELLIGENCE RZPORTS HAVE IJDLCQTLD
THAT THE VC HERE GOING TO DISGUISE THEMSILVES AS REFUGEES
ARV SOLDIERS, AND SO FORTH TO IiFl‘lR \TE2 THE CITY.
THERE IS HOWEVER, WO EUIDENCE TAAT ¥MaNY HAVE SUCCEEDED,
AND RESULAR POLICE CHECKS OF POPULATION HOVZHZNTS HAVE TURNED
UP RELATIVZILY FEW SUS?ECTS. ENZNY ROCKETS WEZRE THROWN INTO -
THE CITY A30UT 0130 OGN 1! FEBRUARY, RzSULTI#G Iw W0 INJURIES,
BUT THE DQUXCM TO THE MOUIE THEATRE WAS DRAMATIC PROOGF THAT
THE CITY WAS STILL M¥OT SAFE. THER: WERE RUWORS THAT THE S5TH NVA
REGIVENT “AS HOVING PnOu YEST 0F.AX TU AIRSTRIP TOVARD
QUANG TRI CITY. THE 95TH WAS SUPPOSED TO BE GaZ OF
THE UNITS (MISSING PORTION) ON TWO OCCASIONS RUNIRS
OF NVA UNITS 1IN OTHER AREAS WEREZ SPIKeED WHEd IT (AS
LEARNZED THAT U.S. TROOPS HAD BEZEN OPZRATING FOR TWO DAYS IN
EACH OF THZ AREAS WITHOUT CONTACT VWITH THE ENEHY

4. 1IN QUAna NAlI PROVINCE HOI AN AND DANANG CITIES
HAD QUIET NISHTS, ¥ITH BOTH COWTINUING TO RETURN TO NOR®MAL.
I DANANG, ALTHOUSH THE PRESSURE IS TENPORARILY OFF, LOCAL
CITIZEWS HAVE BEEW SAND3AGGING THEIR ROLES AND TAKING PRE-
CAUTIONS IN THE EVELT OF ANOTHER ENENMY ATTACK. A
RESIDENT OF A VILLAGE AT THE NORTHYEST EDGE OF DANANG
SAID THAT THE PEOPLE ANTICIPATEZ BUDDHIST UNREST AFTEZR THE
CURFEY IS~ LIFTLD VAILE THERE HAVE BEEW NJ REPORTS THAT THE
BUDDHISTS ARE PLAN{ING SUCH MOVES, CONCER:N PRO3aBLY IS TO BE
EXPECT=D AFTER THE DISRUPTION OF THE 1566 BUDOHIST STRUGGLE.
A ViQDD MEM3ER HAS STATED THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO
JUDGE THE ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE. - THZY ARE 0T TALKINS
VZRY #HUCH AND EVIDEZNTLY ARE KEEPING THZIR OPINIONS TO
THEMSELVES, BEGINNING ON 13 FEZBRUARY THE CURFEW IN DAHANG
IS RELAXZID FROM 0300 TO 1200 HOURS, GIVING THE PEOPLE FOUR
HOURS FOR 3USINESS AND SHOPPING,

5. IN QUANG TIN PROVINCZ THX VC [MORTARED &TH ARVW
REGIMENTAL HZADQUARTERS THEZ NIGHT OF 12/13 FEBRUARY.
THZ OLD USAID COUPOUND IN TA# KY CITY RECEIVED TwWO B-40
ROCKZT ROU:ADS AND ONT HMORTAR ROUND OF UuXNOWN CALIBER.
THERE WAS S0#Z PROPERTY DAWMAGE BUT NO PZRSONAL IJJURIES,
CDwDITIOh: IN TAM KY AND QUANG NGAI CITY REFLECTIED A
CONTINUING NOR#AL TREIND.

6. VC LEAFLETS R:COVERED IN QUANG TIN PROVINCE AFTER THE
ATTACK OF 31 JAUUARY CALL UPON THZ P“OPLE TO STRIVE FORr

a>
(85}
W
i
(991

WERE FOUwD AROUND THE CITY. A LEAFLET BATED 31 JANUARY 1983
IS SIGIED BY THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY ARUED
FORCES, ANOTHER, UWJSIGHED, STATES THAT I{FORIATION FROU
33IGON TELLS OF THE FO?‘ATIDﬂ OF THE ALLIAJCZI FOR PZACE AND

DE¥JOCRACY (LIEJ MIHNH CAC LU LUONG DAM TOC VA H3A BIiH).
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T0 WHITE HOUS: SITU
S50 ACS1 DA

S50 AXLINGTON HALL STATION

0 ROOH iyt

AFSSO USAF B R G
CyOD . B ™
DIA/ISIC

JCS

NIC

DIRNSA COMMAND CENTER

STATE (RCI)

CIA-0CI

ZEY

\ FINAL SECTION OF TUO
CITE TDCS-314/02654~63 (ADVANCE)

SEVERAL BUSINESSHEN 88D RMPHHS_Tlnll‘ES OF POLITICAL PARTIES
AND RELIGIONS SUPPORT THE APPEAL OF Trt ORGANIZATION FOR

THE YWITHADRAWAL OF U, S. TROOPS AND REGOTIATION #ITH THE NFLSV
TO RESTORZ PEACE. THE LEAFLET SAYS THAT A DECLARATION HAD
- BZEil RELEASZID 1IN HUZ CALLIKG UPON ALL PEZOPLE TO SUPPORT THE
DRGANIZwlTOu, WHICH WAS READ BY LE VAN HAQ,

7. (CO ayul. THE CONSULATE IN DANANG

REPORTED ON THZ BROADZAST ANNOUNCING THE

FORMATION UF.TH: A¥LLIANCE, RLGIONﬂL POLICE 1IN DANANI

HAVE STATeD THAT LT VAN Ka0, PROFESSOR AT HUZ UNIVZIRSITY,

( AND HOANG PHY NGOC TiUONG, A 1966 STRUGGLE HCOVEXENT LEADER

WHO FLED TO A VC Z3&Z AFTER THE HOVZHMENT WAS CRUSHED,

HREAD THE ALLIANCE. TUDNKG AND HIS 3BROTHER HOARG PHU NGOC PHAN,
VERE HMILITANT LEADERS IN THE 19686 BUDDHIST STRUZGLE NOVEHMENT
£%D CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE COMUNIST. THEY ADVOCATED A
PEACEFUL, HNEUTRALIST SOLULTION TO THE #aR. IN

EARLY 1987, THEY WERZ IMVCLVED IN AN ZFFORT TO RENZU

THE STRuﬁbuu. \

REPORTED THAT HAO OBTAINED A WASTIRS DEGRIE IN LE 1réaé'in
FRANCE, WAS A STROWG SUPPORTER OF THE SUDDHIST STRUGSLE,
AND WAS BEING SOUGHT BY POLICE IN NOVEM3ER 1965 TO CLARIFY

HIS ACTIVITIZES IM CONNECTIOMN WITH THZ STRUSBGLE.)
8. A POLICE INFORMANT WHD LIVES I KY NSHIA VILLAGE,

IN A VC~CONTROLLED AREA OF TAM KY DISTRICT, QUANS TIN PROVINCE,
REPORTED THAT ON & FEBRUARY A VC PROVINCIAL PU3LIC SECURITY
CADRE SAID THAT THEZRE WERE TO BE THRZZ LARGE ATTACKS 3Y Tz

VC. THE FIRST WAS CARRIED OUT DURING THE TET FESTIVAL, Thi
SECOND WILL BE CARRIED OUT BETLEEN 20 FEBRUARY AwD KARCH,

AND THZI THIRD WILL OCCUR jFT CN fARCH AND HHAY.

THE VC PLAN 15 TO I1SOLAT= U.S. TROOPS I ORDER TO LAUNCH
SUCCEZS3#UL ATTACKS Ouvi LVH FORCES. :

.

9. | b DISSEi: STATE USHACV CORDS III MAF 7TH AF
USARV COMNAVFORV USAID DIR/JUSPAD (#R. ZORTHIAN CLLY)

( CINCPAC ARPAC PACAF
|
GP- 1
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P:O P.Y - Iyndon Baines
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MEMORANDUM _ " NFORMATION Mg

HE WHITE HOUSE
" £0 12958 3AMITE25Yrs

- WASHINGTON IBI

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 8:00 a.m.

Mr, President:

Herewith the first quick“ssessment of the '"Danang
document' and the text itself. It will take much more analysis before we get

to the bottom of it,

Reading it through quickly, I find these things of interest, aside from
the underlying assumption of failure once they complete their initial self-
congratulation: :

-- Something, indeed, went wrong with "T No, 1'"; that is, the Khe
Sanh, DMZ, Western highlands attacks with respect to timing;

-- The reference to ""during the last ten days'' dates the document
round about February 9;

~- At the time they met, they still had high hopes in Hue and Saigon;

~- They appear to be advocating (marked passage, page 5) a second
wave of attacks, to be timed with the big cffensive in the DMZ, Khe Sanh,
Western highlands areas at the frontiers;

-- They are obviously thinking fmrked passage, pages 7 & 9) of
trying to exploit the situation in the countryside on the basis of guerrilla forces
to acquire control of more rural population;

-- This was a preliminary meeting: they envisaged another meeting
on 12 February to analyze their situation and options further;

-~ Their grandiose hopes are suggested by their references to the
Chinese Communist and Soviet revolutions (see reference, page 5, to
October 5 revolutions).

My operational conclusion is this: This is a moment of great and
unresolved disarray on the other side., Thieu ought to issue an order of the
day praising the people, the ARVN, and the police; ordering his forces to take

- the offensive wherever possible; and Westy ought to do the same thing, I feel

in my bones this is not a time merely to wait for the enemy to come at us or
to huddle in the towns waiting for the next blow, but to go out and face these
nice liberal agrarian reformers.

w&:};ﬂ:‘Rostow

—TOP-SECRET _

i
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. 14 rebruary 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR: Honorable Walt Rostow

SUBJECT 3+ Assessment of the "Danang Document”

CIA has prepared th2 following assessment of the "Danang
Document" in regponse to your reguest to Mr. Helms last night.
You will have received, via the¢ White House Situation Room,

a full translation of the document.,

1. Our examination of tlhie document (in translation)
suggests that it s probably-a-communication originating .from
Viet Cong Military. Regicn Five.» It is an assessment of the..o
“failure of the Tet. offans;ve intended for.subordinats authioz-
S itida-—pDSSlbly a tactical ccmmand center--and contains in-
etructions ‘for fulure-cperations., _The original document,
Thewever,” £8 still in I Corps, and US officials in Saigon state
that they are unable at this time to make an accurate deter-
mination of its authenticity. Moreover, some questions re-
: main unanswered as to date of document and circumstances of
x\\ its capture.

2. The docuynent. appears-generally to agree -with-other g
evidence, ‘gleaned from interrogations of prisoners taken during
_the Tet offensive and on what is known of the enemy's advance
planning, that the Commanists _achieved..less.than they had an-=

cticipated, _ This evidence has suggested that thé enemy believed
they would meet greater success in sparking a "general up-
risxng,"_althQUgh the extent to which they expected genuine
popular support is still not clear. Prisoners of officer rank
have stated that they believed most of the population would
support them, but their own statements and documents from the
pre-Tet period indicate rather strongly that the uprising was
to be "motivated and organized"rather than spontaneous.

EO 12958

i 3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
[ — (C)

SANTTJZ D
E.O 12958,

NLjjihe 79~

Byobm™, NARA, Darc 1508



https://documen.ts
https://fC?~~J;_u:;_u.4e
https://sugges.ts

Y

EO 12958
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs

B PaoN (C)

3. Although the exact sequence in time of the "general
offensive” and the "general uprising» has not been fully clear,
thexe are strong suggestions in statements by other prisoners
and in captured documents that the two were to be simultaneous,
with the "uprising" at least being initiated during the Tet
attacks. Certain troops or cadres apparently were specifically
assigned to organize support, to begin in the form of public
deronstrations. We know that such demonstrations were started
during attacks on several cities in the central coastal area--
including Tam Ky--but that they were dispersed by police.

Some prisoners have linksd the public's lack of cooperation
to the failure of the attacks thenselves,

4. There has been no evidence as to whether the Commu-
nists actually intended attacks throughout the country to he
simultancous or to take place on successive days. T<-valid,
this document provides the-£ifst cood indication. .that "M=-Day"
was ifitefided to be naticnwidz. aud taat- the-full-impact. may =
have Lizen dissipated through poor coordination..— It also:-raises
the” POSSLbllltU fhat Us- boualng attacks -successfully threw off
the timstable in-the Khe .Sanh/DMZ area,» Had the Communists
genulnely expected to score complete successes in some areas,
they almost certainly would have had to act everywhere at once.

5. The document, however, does not appaa;_qggq}usxva
as tqﬁnhatner larger-North Vietnamese units were. to paxticaoate
in the initial attacks, or wexe.to.be: comnitted in..follow-up =
efforts where’ success loorud promisingh Neither does it make
clear whéthér all North Vietnamese units or only some elements

- were to have been committed.

6. Although the document clearly suggests. failurarancd
the.need fog dacision’on.a future course ©Of action, it does,
not _seem to rule out the possibnllty that the Ccﬂnuw1sts had
maximum and winimum goals, at least by &drea, nor-does-it-necas-
sarily” indicate a_"go for broke” .efiort.--All-ofthe future
courses” cited in the document point to continuing the strugele
in Military Reglon rive, particularly.in the urban-areas. Al-
though as might be expected, the dqggﬁtg_raumorale andﬂresoarqgs

‘are-highlightedj-relatively strong assets are deemed still in

place.

EO 12958

3.4(b)(1)>25Yrs
(C)
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7. We wonld concur with COMUSMACV's-:cauntionary. advice
concerning both sndp interpretations of Communist vexbiage,,
especially in %translacicn,-and:the possible relevance.or:
significance 0f this document to the thinking and-overall

strategic plannlng ©of high-lavel Communist authoritiesein
COSVN or Han01.,w;

8. Us officials in Salgon are endeavoring to clarify
the circumstances surrounding the capture of the document and
to establish as precisely as possible its authenticity.

BY DIRECTION OF THE DCI:

EQ 12958 6.1(c)>25Yrs

SEIlULr DULYy ULLITET

CIA Operations Center

-3- et EO 12958
3.4(b) (1)>25Yrs
(C)
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FROM TRE ARMY OPtRALIO\S CEhl“R

P . 0DCSOPS/0D TO
. 5o . . MAJ Bachman/5617% :
* 141300(EST) Feb 1968

"INFORMATION BRIEF '

PURPOSE: =
(C) To provlde information concerning the deployment of the main body §
of the 3d Erigade TF, 82J Airborne Division, ;
FACTS: ' : : o ' i
k i . A - v, *
1, {(C) The maln body of the Bde TF consisting of approximately 3677
personnel and 3045,7 short tons of cargo is progremed to dcploy in five
echelons as follows:
a, 2/505 Airborvae Infantry Battalion reianforced, .

b, 1/508 Airborne Infantvy Battalion reinforced,
c. Hesdquarters 3d Brigade Task Force.

d. Provisional‘echelon consisting of remaining elements of _
arty, engr, combat service and combat service support units (-),

e. 1/505 Airbovne Infantry Battalion refnforced,

' 2. {C) The first element of the main body is schaduled to depart
142300Z Feb 68 and will close RVN approximately 23 hours later, Thereafter,
ong afvrcraft is scheduled to depart Pope Alrfield every one and one-half
héurs with the last atrcraft, containing elements of the 1/505 Airborne Ia-
fantry Battalion reinforced departing 232230%Z Feb 68,

3. (€) 1last element of ths Bde TF i{s scheduled to closec-destivation
2423307 Feb 68, . o s .

DECLASSHﬂED
Auihorlh ﬂ»mf/r S-23- 24 %

: | By_/&é;_ NARS, Date_3- 2 - 29
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February 14, 1968
Bob -~
This is the paper the President

wished you to have and handle in the
way he Indicated,

Ww. W.‘ Rostow

Honorable Robert S, MeNamara
Secretary of Defense

Memo
Subject: Khe Sanh

DECLASSIFIED ‘
Authority 05D /0-25-78 Nsc §-/4-80

By 3K (£4¢ ), NARS, Date_8:27:80

WWRostow:rln




DECLASSIFIED ,‘ S
Authority 032 #-23-78 Shde #-4-75' NVSc 72-/8-7F

By__a&f ., NARS, Date 11=2-29

B e . . S Februsry 1h, 1953

HE#O=AYDUY FOR THE PICSIDENT
Subject: Ehe Sanh

I know that Xhe Sanh is very much on your nird as it is on mins. It nmay
be too late to do anything about the situation; if so, ww should put all doubts
bohind us and prepare for the fight. On ihe cther hand, if there i still tine
to exarcise a useful influence, ve should rove guickly.

X have roviewed what Usnperal ‘setnoreland has said atout Khe Sanh in his
yecent mes:aces. To paraphrasze his calles, he peints out that the originsl
occupation of the position uas Justifiad by the nosd to esteblish 3 forvard
operating base to permit operations againgt the key infiltrzation routes in
Fastern Laos. ibre Importantly, he also considers that its occupatlion has
blocked the route of ecremy adverce into Cuanz Tri arnd has kept the fichiirg
avay from the populated coastal belt of I Corpse. Ha eoncedes that ¥he Sanh
has not had nuch effect on infiltration fron Iaocs end it is not clear whethor
ke regards the role of bloeking the Guang Tri approach as of current or of past
importance.

Thus, Ceneral Westmoreland deesg nod aprear to arque efrongly for the de-
fonee of Khe Sanh because of its rreserd value cither in relation to the in-
filtration routes in lLaos or in thas dafense of major am:as <f the aortlern
provinces. Although he mentioned to Ceneral Yheeler in a telephons conversaticon
his belief that the maintenance of our position in the Ehe farh ama would offor
‘us the opvortunity at some tlrme of dealing the enaiy a scvere blow, he has not
anplificd this point and, in his cablasz, he sirecsed rather the difficulty of
getting out of Khe Sanh at the presemt time and the adverse nsycholorical effects
of a uwithdrawal upon South Viet-lam and upon the American pudlic.

¥y reviow of Westy's cables dees not convince ne of the military imrortance
of maintaining Khe Sanh at the piesent tize if 1t is s5till feasidble to wiihdraw,
Whatever the past value of the position, it is a positive 1lability now. ‘7o ars
alloving the enemy to arrange at his leirsure a set-nlece attack on grourd and
in weather favorabls to hin ard urdar ccnditions shich will allow us little
opportunity to punish him except by our air power. The latier can be neutralized
to scme dezres by the Zavorite Coomunist tactlce of clesing tishtly arcurd our
positions in areas which our alr forces, rarticilarly the B-S523, can not atiack
with safety to our own forcesn.

Cenrral “Yestnoreland rvcognizez the difficulties of air supply of Fhe
Sark and irndicates an inentisn to open Hichway 9 %o provide an overlard lire
of corvminications To 40 so will require a lar-e muber of trocps to keen
Highwvay 9 open in the face of the intamittent rocad-cuttirg operations wnich
can te excscled from the erenmy. '

~aRerT I~ L U LY
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Hy present opinion 4is that Khe Sanh probably can be held bot that it will
be at a heavy price in temia of casualtiss and in terms of cther ground troops
nacessary to support and reinforce it. I have real cdoubt that ve can afford
guch a defense in view of the linited reserves which Ceneral Westmnrelsnd is
likely to have in the time frame during vhich thees eventa may tzke place.

I nake the foregeing comments in full realization of how wrong one ecan
be at a distanco sbout a military situation such as this. I have ths utmost
cenfidence in Cenoral Vestmoreland and am sure that he sces possiblilities in
the situation which are not wvisible from heree. Nonetheless, I would feel
greatly relieved i = _ o - o
Wesimoreland's guidance = would contain gaze of the following pointes

®"In view of the stronz likelihood of a heavy enery attack along the DMZ
and against Khe Sanh, accomranied possibly by other attacks in the cities ard

&
aleng the Fontum-Ploilu border, _ we' uigh to provide t}._:e_..--

£ollowing cormenta for your guidance (4.e., CGenersl Vestacreland's), (% 57
impressed with the many tasks which you nay be called vpon 40 perfom Coacurronte
1y with limited recerves ard appreciate your problem in estaoblishing priorities
anong these tasks as they arise, To aprint you in maidng your decisions, they
wish you to understand that, in their opinion, you should not hesita*e to pive
up terrain in remote arcas in order to nesd the ernemy on ground favorable to
your scheme of-maneuver, in favorable weather and under corditions offering

you the opportunity of inflicting decisive blows upon his main forces.

®In this connection, Khe Sanh appears to us  tots
an exposed positicn difficult to supsly by air and expensive to eupnly overland
in tems of lines of communication forces. Fhe Sa2nh has already well fulfilled
the purposes which you mention in your cable AC-02018 of impeding infiltration
from laos and elosinz the rorthest route into Cuvanz Tri., However, it is less
clear that its present valuve now Justifies the cost of an all-out defenva.

PEESERCF TSy

*Yhile  we _____ recognize ths adverse psycholosical ¢on-
sequences of a withdrawal which you mention, the effect of a costly defensa
adbsorbing forces badly newcded elsewhere could in the end be far more disad-
vantageous t0 our cause than a withdrawal now. Indeed, tho latter co:ld prove
€0 te a useful stratajem mullifying the laborisuvs logistical bulld-up of the
aneny around Kre ‘Sanh and upsetting h::.a winter-spring schedule.

MWe - .___-are not prepared to assess the feasibility or
the dec rahﬁit.y of a withdrawal at this lata date tut wish you to know that
QTSP will support you canplately if you decide to pull back from what may prove
“’%/ to be a disadvantareous position. They will support you equally in a decleion
to defend Xhe Sanh,.®
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 8:50 a.m.

Mr, President:

I have informed Sec, Rusk, who will be working on the lines of the
proposed backgrounder to take the initiative away from U Thant,

Here are my initial thoughts which I shall make available to Sec. Rusk,

1. As you know, since last summer we have been exp-‘zoitg-rg' , through
various intermediaries, the terms under which peace might be negotiated in
Vietnam, In particular, an effort was made to see if the so-called Trinh
formula was consistent withthe President's San Antonio formula,

2. Those efforts have yielded no constructive result,

3. In particular, Hanoi apparently is not prepared to accept our
assumption that, if bombing of the north should stop, no advantage would be
taken of that situation,

4, In this connection, we must take fully into account what has gone
on since the attack on the cities during Tet and what is happening right now.
The Communists, exploiting the Tet holiday, sought to overthrow the govern-
ment in the cities and towns and to disintegrate the armed forces of Vietnam,
They tried to kill the military commanders, hoping that their forces, some-
what depleted by Tet leave, would melt away, They hoped that the people in
the cities would join in a general uprising against the government. None of
these things happened: the people did not join the VC; the government behaved
with unity and vigor; the attack on the cities was turned back mainly by the
efforts of the armed forces of Vietnam, who took two-thirds of the casualties
and fought exceedingly well,

5. Meanwhile, Hanoi has been assembling, day after day, very large
forces south of the demilitarized zone, for what Ho Chi Minh calls the Route 9
offensive, Its objective is clearly to take and hold the northern part of South
Vietnam. We are not going to let this happen, These forces are not South
Vietnamese, they are North Vietnamese. They are not guerrilla or Popular

Forces, sreking=#sform, They are regular army troops under Hanoi's direct
control,

-

6. Any proposals for negotiation at the present time must take fully
into account the illegal infiltration of forces going on through Laos and the
flagrant violation of the demilitarized zone as well as the clea®’intent of Hanoi
in the DMZ area as well as elsewhere along the borders of South Vietnam, "

MRostow
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o THE: "CONCERT". (OULD BEGIN AT " STAGE- ONES"
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" YOU- ARE -TQ:GET READY AT THE AIRFIELD.Y -
ATEMENT, "TONIGHT THERE WILL PROBABLY BE A7
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INFORMATICN

Wednesday, February 14, 1968

11:25 a, m, i
Mr. Presldent:
Herewith Sec. Rusk's personal

staterment on negotiations, designed
to pre-empt U Thant's belleved position,

V. W. Rostow

wwrostow:rln
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Questions have been asked about the commection between
the possibility of negotiations for a peaceful sctilement in
Viet~Nam and the military oﬁcrad:ions now in progress, It
© should be obvious that there is & con néc:l:ion.';sim-.e' both a'rc.
involv‘ed in-moving from, hostilities Lo peace i
Ilanoi hos repcatedly refused to take steps to reduce
the scale of violence in Southeast Asia. They have refused
to respect the territorial integrily and neul:ra,l.it_;; of Cambodia,
despite intensive international effort to respond to Cambodia's
own wighes in .the ma,ttm.;.
Hanoi has repeatedly rejected any efforts to bring about
a {ull compliaﬁce by all parties with the Geneva Ar,;cords of ‘
1982 on Laos, Today their forces are inc;eash1‘§ their operaltions
in Y.aos itself and are stepping up their iilega.l infiltration through |
Laos into South Viet-Nam.
Hanoi. has treated with contempt the demilitarized
character of the DMZ between North aand South Vie;t-Nam and
has rejecled all efforts to restore the demilitarization of that -
area,

Repeated poriods of bombing cessatlon or reduction in

‘North Viet-Nam have clicited no corresponding action by North
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Vietnaraese forces in South Viet-Nam, Quite the contra:L:y, such
periods have hc;.e‘n used to build up théir military foré&s in Sovih
Viet-Nam, Cease-fire periods have been marked by hundreds
of cynical violations by Noxth Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces --
aﬁd or.x s massive scale during the recent Tet holidays.

At no time has Hanoi indicated publicly or privately
that it will refrain from taking rrrlilita.ry advanlage of any
ccssation.. of the-bombing of North Viet~Nam. Nor has it shown
any interest in preliminary discussions (o asqfangg a generyl
cgase-ﬁre. .

In recent weeks Hanol knew that discussions of a. peaceful
setllernent were Raing sexiously explored; they also knew that
there was a reduéti_on of bombing attacks on North Viet-Nam,

specifically in the Hanol and Haiphong areas during these

.explorations. Thelr reply was a major offensive thrc::ugh South

Viet-Nam to bring the war to the civilian population in most

of the cities of that countrg}. Their preparations for a major

~ offensive in the northern provinces of South Viet-Nam gionl;inue

unabated,
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In assessing, therefore, whether Hanol's alleged interest in
ind).itic;al talks has anything fo do with making peace ,- one must take
into full account the negalive meaning of their recent escalation.
The President declared in his State of the Union Message that he

‘would continue to explore the possibilities of negotiation and would

report the results, I must rcepoi-t that all cxplorations lo date have

resulled in a rejéction of his San Antonlo formula,
All of the proposals ma.de_by the United States for peace in
Southcast Asia c'ontinue to be valid; s_bec:ifically, the San Aninniq
formula put forward by President Johngson in September remains
the basis of our position: ,
We are not interested in propaganda gestures whose purpose
is to mislead and confuse; we will be inlerested in a serious move

toward peace when Hanol comes to the conclusion that it is ready

to move in that direction. Hanoi knows how to get in touch with us.

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION
WASHINGTON
;i Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1968
6:05 p. m, .
B ?5(“&[0(2;'){./

MR, PRESIDENT:

Herewith a grim -- but possibly realistic --
assessment from London's man in Hanoi
(filed from Singapore).

He says Hanoi is not interested in negotiations;
and it is prepared for a protracted war.

-
wia@r’( Rostow

—CONFIDENTIAI attachment

i
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6. THE DRY WERE DISPLEASED THAT TLF 2 RUDZ REHI”D"”‘ TO

* THE STATE OF UHIOH HESSAGE HAD BEEN INTERPRETED AS A IOSIIG

-

OF THE DOOR. ON THE CONGRARY THE HESASAGE WAS HOT A

'F}HEL FULL ANSWER TO TRINHS SPEECH. THE DRV REACTION WAS-

"HOT THEREFORS RELATED TO TRIM:4S SPEECH, THE DRV STILL

WAITED FOR VASHINGTOIS RZPLY.

7. THE DRV SPOKESHAN REITERATED TAAT TRINHS SPEECH UAS A

CLARIFICATIGH OF DRY I“TFrl THIS YAS THE POSITIVE POiQT
T0 EHPHﬂSISE HOT'(AS iN THE CZECH KEWS REPORT) THE hnT!VE

FﬁCl THAT FUNDANENTAL DRV POSITION HAD NOT CHANGED. BUT IT WAS

,STIQL TRUE THAT DRV COULD ACCERT NO PRECONDITIONS .BEFORE TALKS,

8. ALTHOUGH MY FRENCH CO!I EAGUE COHNSIJERS THAT THE DRY

HAYE EXTRACTED HUCH DIPLOHATIC ADVANTAGE FROM TRIHHS

SPEECH HE IS IMCLINED TO BE LESS CYHIC SAL THAH HE DN HIS
INFZQPPET%TIOA AMD THINKS THAT SPEECH REPRESENTED HORE THAN
A PROPAGANDA STUNT. "HOUEVER HE AGREES THAT DRV DO HOT HAVE

EIGH HOFES THAT US WILL WRITE "HEH A EL,Vé CHEQUE iN AN

ELECTION YZAR.
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INFORMATION

-S8ECKET

Wednesday, February 14, 1968
7:00 p.m,

Mr. President:

Herewith a British account of
U Thant's conversation with Mal Van Bo
in Parls.

It adds up to exactly what Mal Van
Bo has told everyone else; that is,
they will not accept the "assumption"
of the San Antonlo formula, They are
merely prepared to talk for a cessation
of bombing while maintaining complete
freedom of action for themselves.

¥. W. Rostow

SECRET—
WWRostow:rin
DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 12958, Sec, 3.5
NSC Memo, 1/30/95, Stats Dopt, Guidel
SMES, el LJEpL. Guidelines
By 6 NARA. Date 4-a8-99
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I SEL KO {574CKOT TO AL | |
FCLLCYING FROW PRIVATE SICRETARY.

VIZTHAN,

‘“EE?ﬁ%&;‘i‘i%9.%?*“__”9?9;}:?55?2‘? TOpiSS oN THE REPORY N PARIS
Teweaaq ND 35@(}&; SOON AS POSS(BLE TO HR: RUSK. h N

2. N DoING S0 YOU SHOULD EXPLAIN THAT HR BROWN HAS &a‘ee J0U. 10

PASS THIS ON [N CASE MR RUSK HAS NOT HAD THE REPORT THROUGH

{15 0NN SOURCES. PLEASE ADD THAT 17 SEES. TO R BROWN THAT THE oKLY
ANSHER GEVEN TO U THANT WAS THAT IN AR S AND THIS ;{ E FEARS HAY
REPRESENT _HANOL 'S REAL POSITION,
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"ABDRESSED TO Fo TEL ND. 150 OF 14 FEBRUARY REF. ., FaR (il 7@
UKMIS NEW YORK (FOR LORD CARADON) AND WASHINGTON (FOR AHBASSAOOR) .

FCLLOWING FOR PRIVATE SECRIETARY
YOUR G .._L.;.....G-)J i1 MO 5249
VIETNAN

v ‘ﬂw.nn' RECETVED HE AT 15.00 (PARIS TINE). HE SAID. WLE'
HAD HAD A ) A LONG TALK wiTH MAT VAN B0 THIS MORNING AND THAT WE
. WOULD BE 5EE3NG THE GENERAL AT 16° OG Amﬂ) COYVE LM'&R THIS
EVENING. : T

2, U THANT SAID THAT THE FIRST QUESTION WHICH NE HAD PUT
TO THE NORTH VIETNAM CONSUL GENERAL AT NEW DELKI wis; HOW

SOON™ AF‘IER THE BOMBENG s*tops CAN TALKS BE EXPECTED TO Beeru?
WOULD 17 BE IN LESS THAN THREE TO FOUR WEEKS? MA] VAN BO'S ANSWER
WAS THAT THE WORDS QUOTE AS SOON AS UNQUOTE MEANT GUOTE AN
APPROPRIATE TIHE UNQUOTE ¢ UN TEHPS CONVENABLE). HE EXPLAINED THAT
THIS MEANT A PERIOD WITHIN WHICH NORTH VIETNAW WOULD HAVE PROOF
THAT THE CE3SSATION OF BOBBING WAS QUOTE EFFECT(VE UNGUOTE AND THE
UNITED STATES WGULD HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE QUOTE REALITY UNQUORE

OF THIS CESSATION. U THANT SA1D mm 1T sae:nm CLEAR THAT Mal .

VAN DD HAD NO- PRECISE 10EA OF Tﬂg TIHE INVOLVED IN TERMS "OF u;}js

o ane Tl

oR HEEKs. wr HIS omﬁ N GUESS WAS THAT [T WES LESS THAN THO WEEKS.

e ke e L

(gr-*\"

opaoGOaﬂﬂfﬂ";,):F"—
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2. \ THANT SAID THAT ONE OF' 'THE MOST ZHPOETANT QUEST LONS WHICH

o . s e

IR e

HE HAD PUT AT NEW DELN] WAS wﬂs‘r}m 1T WAS POSSIRLE THAT AF*n-,a

LS I T < e A St 2 i e 10 e A e S o s £ e e e e B S i e e s

THE MEETING BETWEEN R}E:I:%felrfﬁl\rm:twre-s~ OF imwéi AND THE umrzo STATES

—EThEe s Sl P TN TR wrm s pE ey

B b e o et bt A

g,muugm -&{E GENEVA GGMFERENCE COULD BE CONVENED. HA| VAN 60*5

[REEIR R e
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—— i S s

Aﬁsﬂm WAS THAT THES WOULD BE A MATTER TO 8& D]scussao AT THE neerw '

(RIS TR DHELEE —i i R By
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4, U THANT smn THAT A ‘mmo _QuesTion umm WE NAD PUT AT NEW

A R i L e

DELHI WAS NNE‘THE:R THE LEVEL. ﬂF HDSIJLATiES cpntsunmw HE r{rgAyT
N ‘!HE smrcm wWouLD BE REDmED ONCE A HEEUNG mﬁcr-:s PLACE

P ——

HAJ VAN BO H&D HGT ANSNERI:!) "'fHJS QUESTION D IRECTLY. HE E S&ID

THAT NHEN AND. SF-' m SCUSSIONS START, THE WHOLE VAETHNAM Pm&.&ﬂ cA
BE DISCUSSED M‘D ANy POINTS RRISED BY EFWHER SIOE CAN BE TEKEN VP,

e L

i e 5.3

- U TTHANT CONMENTED THAT. THERE WAS THUS ND PRICR CONMITHENT.-

T s e SIS DL

ST PPRMES FIIEIT PLICR |

- HANOI'S ROSITION WAS IN FACT ThAT THIS ques*rtam ms A MATTER FOR
THE NAYIONAL uefm, FRON?AND NOT FOR HANOE_o |

3

5> U THANT ¥AD ASKED rm vﬁ.m BO NHETHER Fm:osm JOHNSON®S

SAN ANTONED FORNULA VRS ACCEPTABLE TO WIS GOVERNNMENT. THE ANSWER -

w&s THPH‘ sT WAS NOT, SINCE THE OFFER TO STOP BOMRING VAS =

- — _-'.'..'. Ee—
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s Italian ‘Fon Ministry today announced that ezarlier this month F:mfm had

talks with two North Vietnamese Reps on ths possibility of st"arting

,negotiaticns. Announcement said contents of talks had promptly been pé,ssed
. on to State Departmant. .

2. The Italian account is correct. Although we were not informed of e !

- their intention to make,any public announcement and a reply was about ¥
- . . x
1 " to be sent to Fanfani, you skould inform GVN at the appropriate level of \
_ 2

v

Al

. ) ) " " T
-what Fanfani passed on to us making clear that we do not consider thisEFi——=1"

precise or complete an account as would be necessary to make a definitive

: :
A, evaluation of what was actually said. Following is summary of Fanfani o of
report: '
s
: :+ . =z. Two North Vietnamese representatives met Feb 5
‘and 3 with Fanfani and in course of intense dialogue
reiterated desirz for p2ace and freedom, accepted
proposition that Viet-Nam remeain divided and that regime
¢ in South bz fresly chosan by population so as to preparse
) Drafiad byt y Tel. Exl. Telegraphic transmission an;i .
E.A/V N:mShdm,hjh 2/14 4555 classification approved by: William Po Bundy =
Clearancess T
:f-.% - Mr. Hebid - ' EUR/AIS - Mr. -.Stabler :

X S/S= APzrlear
FORM - : : . i
gss 05322 _ : _ _ . .

A ——
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Pﬂge:._z___of telegram to SAIGON

ol e Y )
= R

conditions for iuturs reunification.
w .
b. NVN reps specified that tornbing cessation was precondition
" to negotiations and asserted DRV desired to necuotl._te with USG if

csssation took place or were to b2 announced officially. (Note: Fanfani's
. account does not uss word "unconditional" in this context but we assume
this was in mct e“.ployed' )\, Rodtomior F ollowlpg pombing cessztion NVN

reneat X

would be ready to open contacts for serious negotiations X/daye atter

this condition was met.

c. With respect to nzcessary participation of NLF this could tak_e
place-in "second stage". IHanol cc;uld'no‘c talk on behalf of NLF which
is'zutonorzous but in case of contacis looking toward negotiations the
Government would e}iercise its influence in direction of possible underets.nding
between Washington and Hanci.

d. With respact to Geneva agreements, NVN reps recognized that

spirit of these agresments rermszin veha but:they r.hmk that some of meu'

e
b o T —

clc.uses have baen ‘overiax_u by events.

e. With resnect to President Joanson's statemeants on necassity
for some reciprocity in return for bormbing cessation and necessity for
some sign from Hanol, NVN reps replisd they do not accept concept
of reciprocity bacause they wili never negotiate under bombings and
December statement of NVN Forlin constitutes cle er.sign which has

besen careiully coasidered and desi"ned to resolve conilict. NVN

P s
rep complained that this declaration has not receive eply and also —

-

comrlained about length of time US explorstions of declaration were taking.
f - ;
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f. When Fanfani referred to US commitmants towzrd GVN,
NVN reps lied that this was "2 pretext”.
g. NVN reps repeatedly declured that present attempt in Rome was
not of tactical or prepagands notuwre dut was seriously meant to

establiish contacts between Hanoi and W ashington witn viesw to sturting

. negotiations con all problems ex1at1“c between two countries. Eeniand
added parsnths mca.l note at this point that "this explains why NLEF would
take part only in second phase oi nagotiations.”

h. NVN reps proposed that Fanfani issue communicue on rasetings
but he said hie was opposed to this idea on grounds it would constitute lack
o1 co;;h iceration for US Governraent and public nature would dafsat Hunoi's
‘intention of initi-ting: serious negotiztions. NVN reps then gave up idea .
of commaunicus and agread to kwn conversation secret for time being.
According Fanfeni's account above record was compared and coniirmed by

i

i. Ernsuing pérsonal and ofi-the-record discussion included following
points:

() With respect to negotiations it became cisar that
prodlem of "guarantees” for application of any eventazl
agreements was becoming increasingly importart.

(2) With respect to NLF, NVN reps stated several times it
represents a creat part of the nopulation o;‘ SVN.

(3) With regard to possible free elections in SV, NVN
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rep spoke of an electoral covernment on a “broad basis.

{

]

) Finally, with regard to US POWS in NVN, r=ps gave formal

esurances that thelr treatment was humane and correct although
they were unable provide-us with number of prisonars.
j. In course of conversations, NVN reps repeatedly zmphasizad that

their trip to Rormse and their availsbility for possible further convarsations

T

veyond ¢ 3 tna‘t one was not rpt not ieai Van 3o end that seanior rep had
X"‘;a"-é'u.‘;_f,'l . " ]
conferred at "highest levels™ in Hanoi preparatory to meeting in Reme.)

- - =

glestlons and ZmxZi=z=gEoay embiguities tinat this report ralses. We

:
e

interprat this Janoi action as in line with its gestures toward

U Thant and Cthe Indians, and like these zppreaches there is o

covered in the Secretary's stztement of today, being seant to you in

1e wireless file. Ratiher zhaa giving any full account of this

we £ind anigaly c ::;E;:s1 ng
- r‘“.l.r:.ﬂﬁ_""\'

o -0 G, JSE. X e

in several respacts -~ possibly reflecting pafticipation of &kizlomlinx
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THE WHITE House
WASHINGTON 4 L/

wart,/

Iam sﬁpposed to get answers
to these questions.

When do you suggest the
meeting on the reserve
matters? '

'LBJ/mjdr
Feb 15,1968
1:30p
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QUESTIONS REIATED TO THE CALL-UP OF RESERVE UNITS .
AND INDIVIDUALS

l. Vny is it necessary to call up reserve units at this time?
a. To be ready for further reinforcement of Viet-Nam?

b. To be ready for other contingencies outside Viet-Nam?

c. To reassure allies such as NATO to whom we have military commitments?

d. To contribute to our overall deterrent posture by adding to our
visible strength in being?

2. How large should the call-up be to satisfy the foregoing requirements?

~ Can the call-up be diminished by such devices as a reduction in our overseas

garrisons in Europe. or Korea?

3. Why is it necessary to call up individual reservists at this time?
Can't it be avoided or postponed? If not, how many must be called? Wnen?
From what sources?

Lh. What will happen to the reserve units and individuals called up?
Where will they go? How long will they serve? Are the necessary housirg,
equipment, and training facilities :eady for them?

S. What are the budgetary implications of these actions?

6., What must be reqpested from the Congress? What can be avoided or
delayed?

7. What will be the marpower requirements for maintaining these increased.
forces? What will the eifect be on draft calls?

8. What will be the domestic and international reactions +o these
decisions?

9. How should our decision be explained to the domestic and internationzl
public? What should be the timing of our statement?

- February 13, 1968

—
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