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SITUATION ROOM REPOKT FOR FEBRUARY 26, 1968
SOUTH VIETNAM |
{ST CORPS

IN A 2 1/72 HOUR ENGAGEMENT 400 METERS NORTH OF THE KHE SANH
COMBAT BASE PERIMETER, A MARINE PATROL MET STIFF ENEMY REe-
SISTANCE, ON TERMINAT ION OF THE ENGAGEMENT THE MARINE
LOSSES WERE 1 KILLED, 21 WOUNDED, AND 25 MISSING, ENEMY
LOSSES AT THIS TIME ARE UNKNOWN. CLOSE AIR SUPPORT AIRCRAFT
DURING THIS PERIOD ATTACKED 3 ENEMY TANKS CLOSE TO THE
KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, 3 ENEMY SELF-PROPELLED GUNS WHICH WERE
SIGHTED 11 MILES NORTHWEST OF THE BASE, AND AN UNKNOWN
NUMBER OF VEHICLES | MILE SOUTH OF THE BASE. SPECIFIC ASSESS-
MENT HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED, ALTHOUGH SEVERAL SECONDARY
EXPLOSIONS WERE NOTED IN THE AREA SOUTH OF THE BASE.

MARINES AND ARVN UNITE, WHILE SWEEPING THE AREA SOUTH OF
THE PERFUWME RIVER IN OPERAT ION HUE CITY, ACCOUNTED FOR 103
ENEMY KILLED YESTERDAY DURING MODERATE CONTACTS.

YESTERDAY, ENEMY SHELLING OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN
NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE PERSISTED AS 685 ROUNDS OF MIXED
ARTILLERY, MORTAR, AND ROCKET FIRE IMPACTED IN THE AREA. KHE
SANH COMBAT BASE RECEIVED 350 ROUNDS WHICH KILLED 3 AND
WOUNDED %2 US MARINES. TWO HELICOPTERS WERE DESTROYED AND 2
WERE DAMAGED BY THE SHELLING. THE RUNWAY AT XHE SANH WAS
REPORTED TO BE IN POOR CONDITION. CON THIEN RECEIVED 285
ROUNDS WITH NO CASUALTIES REPORTED, THE REMAINING 54 ROUNDS
IMPACTED AT CAMP CARROLL, DONG HA, AND CUA VIET RESULTING
IN SERIOUS WOUNDS TO ONE US MARINE, AND DAMAGING 3 HELICOPTERS
AND 4 OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT.

WHILE SEARCHING THE PALACE GROUNDS AT HUE, US MARINE
AND VIETNANMESE FORCES UNCOVERED THE GRAVES QF 140 NORTH
VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS,

AN AIR FORCE F-100D ON A CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MISSION WAS
SHOT DOWN BY ENENMY GROUND FIRE 7 MILES NORTHWEST OF CAN THO,
THE PILOT WAS RECOVERED IN GOOD CONDITION WITHIN 7 MINUTES
AFTER EJECTING FROM THE DOWNED ATIRCRAFT.

AN A=4E ON A CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MISSION WAS HIT BY GROUND
FIRE AND CRASHED 10 MILES SOUTHEAST OF DA NANG. THE PILOT
EJECTED AND wAS RECOVERED,
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RECENT AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS REVEAL A NUMBER OF OCCUPIED
ANTIAIRCRAKFT POSITIONS ALONG ROUTE 548 IN THE A SHAU VALLEY.
THIS ACTIVITY, COUPLED WITH ROAD CONSTRUCT ION AND IMPROVEMENT
EFFORTS ON ROUTES 547 AND 548, INDICATES THE IMPORTANCE THE
ENEMY ATTACHES TO THE PROTECTION OF THIS IMPORTANT LOGISTICAL
AND INFILTRATION ROUTE. POUTE 547 ]S AN EAST-WEST ROAD RUNNING
FROM THE LAO BORDER AREA NORTH OF THE A SHAU VALLEY, BECOMING ;
A LIMITED ALL-WEATHER, LOCOSE SURFACE ROAD WEST OF HUE. INTERCEPTS
INDICATE THAT CANOUFLAGED “TANKS" WOULD POSS1BLY MOVE
EASTWARD TODAY ALONG ROUTE 547 TO A POJNT SOME 18 MILES WEST
OF HUE.

2D CORPS

THE THREAT OF A MAJOR ATTACK CONTINUES IN THE CENTRAL
HIGHLAND PROVINCES OF KONTUM, PLEIKU, AND DARLAC. DAX TO
MAY BE aN EARLY TAKGET. TO THE EAST ALONG THE COAST, THE
‘ENEMY'S DETERMINED DEFENSE OF FORTIFIED POSITIONS NORTH OF
QUI NHON SUGGESTS PLANS TO CONDUCT AN OFFENSIVE IN THAT AREA.

3D CORPS

OPERATION YRLLOWSTONE HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED.,
THIS OPERATION WAS OF THE SEARCH~AND~DESTROY VARIETY AND TOOK PLACE IN
AN AREA NORTH OF TaY NINH NEAR THE CAMBOD IAN BORDER. CASUALTY
TOTALS FOR THIS OPERAT ION WERE 135 U.S., AND 5 ARVN KILLED,
1,094 U, 5. AND 67 ARVN wOUNDED, WITH 3 ARVN MISSING., ENEMY
LOSSES WERE 1,254 KILLED, 1,438 DETAINED, AS WELL AS 214
INDIVIDUAL AND CREW=SERVED WEAPONS CAPTURED. SONE 1,128 CLOSE
g%?nsggggRT SORTIES AND 117 B=52 MISSIONS WERE FLOWN AS PART OF THIS
-RAT .

YESTERDAY, 2 ENEMY FORCES WERE ENCOUNTERED NEAR SAIGON,
IN THE FIRST ENGAGEMEN[, 2 U.S . ARMY COMPANIES MET AN UNKNOWN=-
SIZE ENEMY FORCE 5 MILES NORTH OF THE CITY. AFTER A FIERCE
25=-MINUTE BATTLE THE ENEMY BROKE CONTACT LEAVING 32 DEAD ON
THE BATTLEFIELDS UsSs CASUALTIES WERE 2 KILLED aND 10 WOUNDED,

IN THE SECOND CONTACT, AN ARVN AIRBORN BATTALION ENGAGED
AN ENEMY FORCE LATE SATURDAY 8 MILES NORTHWEST OF THE CITY.
DURING SPORADIC FIRING WHICH LASTED FOR 12 HOURS, THE FRIENDLY
FORCES CALLED IN HELICOPTER LIGHT FIRE TEAMS AND TACTICAL AIR
TO SUPPORT THEIR EFFORTS, TWENTY ENEMY SOLDIERS WERE KILLED
AND & WERE DETAINED, WHILE THE ARVN PARATROOPERS LOST 2 KILLED
AND 23 VOUNDED.

4TH CCRPS

YESTERDAY, THE ENEMY STRUCK BINH THUY AIRFIELD,
WITH 35 ROUNDS OF 75-mMM RECOILLESS RIFLE FIRE IN A BRIEF
5«-MINUTE PERIOD. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE NOMINAL WITH 1 VNAF
BEING KILLED AND 5 WOUNDED. THERE WAS NO MATERIAL DAMAGE TO
THF. AIRFIELD, WHICH REMAINS OPERATIONAL.

NORTH VIETNANK

ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS: THE MAJORITY OF THE
85 SORTIES FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAN YESTERDAY WERE EMPLOYED
ON ARMED RECONNAISSANCE MISSION; HOWEVER, 4 A-6A AIRCRAFT,
STRUCK THE PHU LY RAILROAD YARD NEAR HANOI, THE HAIPHONG RAILROAD
YARD, THE UONG BI THERMAL POWER PLANT NORTHWEST OF HAIPHONG
AND THE BAI THUONG AIR-FIELD 70 MILES SOUTH OF HANOI. IN ALL
CASES, DARKNESS PREVENTED BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT., THERE WERE NO
AIRCRAFT REPORTED LOST OVER NORTH VIETNANM LAST NIGHT.



MILITARY CASUALTIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
26 FEBRUARY 1968

| )
CURRENT WEEK
(n 11 AN EST 3) (4> G)
24 HKS 17 FEB 68 CUMULA= CUMULA= CUMULA=
END ING THROUG K TIVE TIVE TIVE
11 aM EST 11 AM EST FROM FROM FROM
25 FEB 68 24 FEB 68 1 JAN 68 1| JAN 67 1 JAN 61
UNITED STATES (A
KILLED 19 4917 2,714 11,879 18,736
WOUNDED NOT HOSP 85 836 6,702 36,356 53,477
WOUNDED HOSP 92 910 7,170 40,121 60,738
CAPTURED 0 7 7 142 238
NISSING 0 26 390 661 1,037
SOUTH VIETNAM
KILLED , 46 423 3,097 13,977 56,267
WOUNDED 152 §0.451 9,315 38,763 124,005
M1SSING/CAPTURED 10 135 1,107 3,447 28,451
OTHER ALLIED
KILLED 0 11 237 1,342 1,940
WOUNDED 8 28 494 2,812 4,542
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 0 2 o 22
VIET CONG/NVA
KILLED &0 6,887 46,849 134,930 294,083
WOUNDED 930 8,831 70,274 202,396 441,125

(ESTIMATE) B)
A. UsS, CASUALTIES INCLUDE LAOS AND VIETNAM,
B, ESTIMATE BASED ON A 1.5 TO | WOUNDED TO KILLED RATIO,

Ce THKE FIGURES SHOWN IN COLUMN (1> ARE PRELIMINARY, UNREFINED
BATTLEFIELD REPORTED CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM COMUSMACV DAILY.

De THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS (2) THROUGH (5> ARE VERIFIED FIGURES
REPRESENTING CASUALTIES REPORTED DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED.

DTG 261117Z FEB 1968 _ . e




e Tk *u AP epe— .- - LI - LR ..
i .
e
ol o &, *
iR e

[N . B S i
& Lr

M |

Received: Washington CommCen
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Received: LBJ Ranch CommCen

' : 68
FROM WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM (WOTRING) 9327 PM Monday 26 February 19
TO THE PRESIDENT
' CITE CAPB0596 v

—S R T—

AR
VEMEIR -y
MR, ROSTOW WANTED YOU TO READ THE FOLLOWING REPORTS

TODAY AT ABOUT NOON, ELEMENTS OF A US SPECIAL FORCES UNIT
ENGAGED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY COMPANY IN AN AREA 22 MILES VEST

OF TAY NINH CITY--ABOUT A MILE FROM THE CAMBODIAN BORDER.
DURING THE ENCOUNTER THE ENEMY WAS REINFORCED BY THREE TANKS.
THE SPECIAL FORCES UNIT TOOK THE TANKS UNDER FIRE AND DESTROYED
ONE WITH AN ANTI-TANK WEAPON, AT THIS POINT THE REMAINING

TWO TANKS WITHDREW WEST TOWARD THE CAMBODIAN BORDER, THIRTY
ENEMY SOLDIERS WERE ALSO KILLED WHEN THE ENEMY TANK EXPLODED.

DTGt 2702%9Z FEB 68
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LIGHT DAMAGE WAS REPORTED AT KHE SANH AND CON THIEN.

~ KHE SANH.

Received’”""xshingt.on CommCen . S,
6:33 A M. EST 27 Feb 1968
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By-&@_ NARS, DA*O '3—ao 77
WENSITIVE .
_SITUATION ROOHM REPORT 'FOR THE PRESIDENT--FEBRUAR? 27,1963 (WOTRING)

SOUTH VIETNAM

_ MAJOR GROUND ACTION IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAS BEEN RELQTIVELY LIGHT

DURING THE PAST 24-HOURS, HOWEVER, THE ENEMY CONTINUED TO INITIATE
ROCKET, MORTARy ARTILLERY AND PROBING arracxs ﬁGﬁINST SEVERAL -
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.

FIRST CORPS

ENEMY GUNNERS KEPT UP ITS PRESSURE ON ALLIED INSTALLATIONS IN E R
NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE.YESTERDAY WITH APPROXIMATELY 1,000 . = - |
ROUNDS OF ROCKET, MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE DIRECTED AGAINST ' "
KHE SANH, CON THIEN AND DONG HA. DURING THE ATTACK ON DONG =~ - !
HA ONE U.,S. WAS KILLED AND 22 WERE WOUNDED. ADDITIONALLY, TWO : -

"LIGHT OBSERVATION AIRCRAFT, APPROXIMATELY 20,000 GALLONS OF DIESEL

FUEL AND PORTIONS OF AN AMMUNITION DUMP WERE DESTROYED. ONLY

ALSO IN THE DMZ AREA, NEAR CON THIEN, U.S. AIRCRAFT ACCOUNTED . - '-
'FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF FIVE ENEMY ARTILLERY POSITIONS, B

: FOUR ARTILLERY BATTALIONS
WILL BE MOVING ALONG ROUTE 1A IN NORTH VIETNAM'S HA TINH PROVINCE
BETVEEN NOW AND NEXT TUESDAY. THEIR DESTINATION IS NOT YET KNOWN,
BUT THEY MAY BE INTENDED TO AUGMENT THE ENEMY'S FIREPOWER IN THE

. DMZ AREA.

ME&NUHILE, THE MAJOR NORTH VIETNAMESE COMMAND ENTITY CONTROLLING
ENEMY UNITS AROUND KHE SANH MAY HAVE MOVED SOME.SIX-MILES CLOSER _
TO THE BORDER AREA OPPOSITE KHE SANH. DETAILED ENEMY RECONNAISSANCE
AND ARTILLERY SPOTTING ACTIVITY CONTINUES, |

_. THESE ACTION ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE ENEMY'
CONT INUING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE HIS TACTICAL SITUATION AROUND

P s ......,--- 4

ELSEVHERE IN THE FIRST CORPS, ALLIED FORCBQLABQbUN e
ENEMY KILLED IN.SMALL-UNIT ENCOUNTERS. )= T*mJ %mes Jolmson Library-
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ELEMENTS OF ALL THREE REGIMENTS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
324B DIVISION MAY NOW BE IN THIS GENERAL AREA WHICH IS NOT
FAR FROM QUANG TRI CITY.- THE ENEMY MAY ATTACK THE CITY AT

A TIME OF HIS CHOOSING OR'TO POSE THE THREAT OF SUCH HCTION
" WITH A VIEW OF FRIGHTENING THE POPULRTION. :

_ SECOND CORPS

YESTERDAY 'AFTERNOON THE ENEMY LAUNCHED A. MORTAR ATTACK :
AGAINST CAMP HOLLOWAY, LOCATED ABOUT FOUR MILES EAST OF
PLEJKU:CITYs DURING THE SEVEN-MINUTE ATTACK AN ESTIMATED
.. 75 ROUNDS IMPACTED WITHIN THE CAMP RESULTING IN 15 U,S, .~
'WOUNDED AND TWO HELICOPTERS DAMRGED. THERE WAS NOT REPORT
OF DAMAGE TO. THE AIRFIELD. '

f THERE ARE CONTINUING INDICATIONS THAT THE ENEHY IS PREPARING _
FOR -FURTHER 'ATTACKS IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS AREA, WITH: %
POSSIBLE ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACKS AGAINST PLEIKU,.KONTUM"

© . AND DARLAC PROVINCES. THE DAK TO AREA ALSO APPEARS TO BE

“MARKED FOR SUCH ATTACKS. THE TIMING AND INTENSITY OF SUCH -
ATTACKS IS NOT CLEAR |

THIRD CORPS

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON THE ENEMY FIRED SEVEN ROUNDS OF ROCKETS 5 e
INTO TAN SON NHUT AIRBASE. ONE ROUND IMPACTED WITHIN 5. e
THE AIR AMERICA PARKING AREA, DAMAGING TWELVE AIRCRAFT. % L
THERE WERE RO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES REPORTED. = &

VAR;OUS REPORTS CONTINUE TO REFLECT THE ENEMY'S CRPRBILITY

-TO INITIATE ROCKET AND GROUND ATTACKS AGAINST SAIGON AND

BIEN HOA., THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT SUCH ATTACKS MAY TAKE .
PLACE SOMET IME TODAY, VITH A GROUND ATTACK AGAINST BIEN HOA :
AIRBASE CONSIDERED LIKELY._ - R

| FOURTH CORPS .~ = ° S _;.;

' TWENTY ENEMY WERE KILLED AND 12 PERSONS VERE. DETAINED,..

. MILES WEST OF CAN THO WHEN A.-U.S. ARMY COMPANY ENGAGED AN
ESTIMATED REINFORCED ENEMY COMPANY. A U.S. BATTALION AND AN
. ADDITIONAL U,Ss COMPANY REINFORCED THE ENGAGED UNIT, WHILE
TACTICAL AIR STRIKES AND ARTILLERY ALSO PROVIDED SUPPORT
DURING THE DAY-LONG ACTION. FOURTEEN U.S. WERE XILLED AND
51 WOUNDED IN THIS ACTION. : !

NORTH VIETNAWM -

U.S- PILOTS FLEW 90 SORTIES OVER NORTH VIETNAM YESTERDAY.
THE HAIPHONG RAILROAD YARD (WEST), 2 MILES NORTHWEST OF THE
CITY, WAS STRUCK; RESULTS WERE NOT OBSERVED BECAUSE OF
DARKNESS. THE PRU LY RAILROAD YARD,-33 MILES SOUTH OF

HANOI, AND THE BAC THUONG AIRFIELD, 22 MILEé,gORTHHEST_OP—--~ .
THANH HOA, WERE ALSO STRUCK AND AGAIN DARxh SS PRECLUDEDines mﬁmd e
ANY Dnnaes Asqsssmswr. _ A s SR I Son Library
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' CUMULATIVE CASUALTIES SINCE JANUARY 29

ENEMY
UNITED STATES
SOUTH VIETNAM

KILLED

43,004
1,711
3,257

VOUNDED

84233
12,317

DETAINED

7,014

MILITARY CASUALTIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

D

24 HRS:
ENDING

,  1i AM EST

26 FEB 68

UNITED STATES (A)

KILLED a3
 WOUNDED NOT HOSP 129
“WOUNDED HOSP 140

CAPTURED -0

MISSING 5 h 0

SOUTH VIETNAM

KILLED - ; 14

WOUNDED 113

MISSING/CAPTURED 18
~ OTHER ALLIED

KILLED 1

WOUNDED 8

MISSING/CAPTURED = 0
VIET CONG/NVA
KILLED . 740

VOUNDED 1,110

'(ESTINATE) (B)

(2)
CURRENT WEEK
11 AM EST
24 FEB 68
THROUGH
11 AM EST
25 FEB 68

135
81
95

- 0

0

84
286
B .

1,238
1,857

27 FEBRUARY 1968

(3)
CUMULA=
"TIVE
- FRON .-
1 JAN 68

2,822
7,298
8,263

306

Sy 143

9 467

Ly 117

237
502
2

47,469

71,204

" A U.S. CASU&LTIES INCLUDE LAOS AND VIETNAM.

B.”'ESTIHATE BASED ON. A 1. 5 TO l WOUNDED TO KILLED RATIO.

€4)
CUMULA=
TIVE -
FROM

(5)

CUMULA~-
TIVE
FROM

1 JAN 67 1 JAN 61

11’987
36,952

- 40,636
- 142
511

14,023
3,457

1,542
2,820
9

135,550
v203,32§-

38,915

18,844
54,073
61,253
238
953

56,313 .
124,157
28, 461"

1,940

4,550

. a2

254,703

442,055

Ce ,THE,FIGURES SHOWN IN COLUMN (l) ARE PRELIMINARY, UNREFINED
BATTLEFIELD REPORTED CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM COMUSMACV DAILY,

D. THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS (2) THROUGH (5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES
REPRESENTING CASUALTIES REPORTED DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED.

S
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MILITARY CASUALTLES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA I°1 .
(2) 7 Authority 250 &-2- 7?»&% * 5
1 X
Current Week  BY—=Cgf  NARS Date 3-20-77 ;5;3
(1) 11 AM EST (3) (4) (5) .
.24 Nrs 24 FEB 68 Cunula- Cumula- Cumiila- 2. M
Ending Through tive tive tive S
%% eM EST 1] AM EST From From From 71
EB 68 26 FEB 68 1 Jan 68 1 Jan 67 1 Jan 61 daf -
: : SR ?‘r';;g" 1{:
UNITED STATES? W 3L
Killed 15 4 180 2,867 12,032 18,889 1 [ S
Wounded Not Hosp 110 195 7,406 37,0060 54,181 i S
Wounded flosp 119 211 8,381 40,752 61,369 1.1
Captured 0 0 7 142 238 {gﬁ 5
Missing 3 5 311 582 958 Lk 3
- : g 3
SOUTH VIETNAM 13t
Killed : 21 98 3,157 14,037 56,327 i g
Missing/Captured 6 31 1,135 3,475 28,479 :
OTHER ALLIED . {4
‘Killed 2 1 238 1,343 1,941 LE O
Wounded 4 18 510 2,828 4,558 1
- Missing/Captured 0 0 2 5 22 180
r.]:_-
VIELT CONG/NVA B
: 4
Killed 669 1,978 48,209 136,290 295,443 1 9 T
Wounded 1,004 2,967 72,314 204,436 443,165 I
(estimate”) 45
SIEE P
- L
a. U.S. Casualties include Laos and Vietnanm. ;E,'f
1% 4
b. Ostimate hased on a 1.5 to 1 Wounded to Killed ratio, 1*:?;
c. The figures shown in column (1) are preliminary, unrefined : 1jf§f
- battlefield reported casualties received from COMUSMACY daily. 15k
d. The figures in columns (2) through (5) are verified figurecs : .uiﬁlt
representing casualties reported during the period indicated, .
1ik
—CONBERENTIRE— ||{’} |
V ) 1;1';‘:']".;.:‘1
~j| _ SPGECIAL INTELLTIGENCE MATERTAL ON REVERSE OF PAGE i
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CONPHBNEHE—

MILTTARY CASUALTIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

1 MARCH 1968

o

(2)
Current Week
(1) 11 AM EST (3) (4) (S)
24 Hrs 24 Feb 68  Cumula- Cumula- Cumula-
Ending . Through tive tive tive
11 AM LEST 11 AM EST From From From
_ 29 _Feb G8 28 Feb 68 1 Jan 68 1 Jan 67 1 Jan 01
UNITED STATES®
Killed 61 300 2,987 12,152 19,009
Wounded Not llosp 75 825 7,036 37,690 54,811
Wounded llosp 82 883 9,063 41,434 62,051
Captured 0 2 9 . 144 240
Missing 3 7 313 584 960
SOUTH VIETNAM '
Killed 22 157 3,216 14,096 56,386
Wounded 79 560 9,741 39,189 124,531
Missing/Captured 1 78 1,182 3,522 28,526
OTHER ALLIED
Killed 2 3 240 1,345
Wounded 8 26 518 2,836
Missing/Captured 0 0 2 S
CVIET CONG/NVA
Killed 413 3,211 49,442 137,523 296,676
Wounded 570 4,817 76,164 206,286 445,015

{estimateh)

-a., U.S. Cusualties include Laos and Vietnam.

b, Estimate based on u 1.5 to 1 Wounded to Killed ratio.

¢. The figures shown in column (1) are preliminary, unrefined
battlefield reported casualties reccived from COMUSMACY daily,

d. The figures in columns (2) through (S) are verified figures
representing casualties reported during the period indicated.

CEEDE :

SPECIAL INTELLIGENCE MATERIAL ON REVERSE OF PAGE

DECLASSIFIED
Authority 050 _&-7-2& LT

" By_=g? , NARS, Date3-22-77'|
. O

i
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Wednesday, March 6, 1968
7:25 AM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

A C-123 with a crew of 4 and 44 passengers was hit by Communist
gunfire and crashed at Khe Sanh this morning. Initial reports
from the base indicate that there were no survivors

White House Situation Room

Fll/ AN T ~ ’l; lf/'-" ’((-:Tl-'_-
Ciﬂ-’ﬁ /)” < }'/ fj”

Briefing Officer

n
i
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MILITARY CASUALTIES AND ENEMY WEAPONS
B SEIZED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA S 7
e ' . 13 MARCH 1968 ' '
(2) . _ )
‘ 1) B C?rrent Week 3) 4) -E 5
. 1) AM ES 3 4 f
24 s 5 M ek .Cunula- Cumula- Cumula-
Ending Through tive tive tive
11 AM EST 11 AM EST From® . From From
’ 12 Mar 68 11 Mar 68 1 Jan 6§ 1 Jan 67 1 Jan 61
INITED &7 \TL°3 , ' ' -
bﬂkilicd ’ ww % g€ 97 3,835 13,000 19,857
Wounded Not flosp - 83 - §70 10,232 . 39,886 57,007
YWounded Hosp : 90. 619 11,295 43,666 64,233
Captured . .0 _ 0 - 22 157 253 .
Missing 0 | 32 219 490 861 -
. TTETNAM K : ) " w0 ®
‘sogigzzihr\ui ' .59 99 3,528 14,608 56,798
Wounded 162 661 11,831 41,279 126,621
‘Missing/Captured K L '.1.404 3,744 28,748
s .", L » = I i -t ' . )

' 0122?1§aLIFn 0 4 273 1,378 1,976
- .¥Wounded | . S S 289 2,907 4,677
N1551n0!Cantur»d'l_ﬁ;vL° : °_; 2. S - 22

VIET covcjvva ey e W WSS o o
Killed .,Jt,;::tsga'f “4E01,619 0 64,942 153,023 312,176
Wounded LW 891 2,428 797,412 229,534 468,263
(cs»zmateb} - ;| o “ )
. WEAPONS STIZED o . . '
" Individuel o SR |} . 286 12,894 41,316 ..
Crew Served - i . 47 2; 1789 ;5,665

:aJ'U B4 Cusualtiea 1nc1ude Laos and Vietnam;

b. FEstimate based on 1.5 to 1 Woundcd to Xilled ratio.

c. The f;gu‘eq shown in column (1) and (2) are preliminary, unrefined

battlef elc-GCO“ted casualties received from COMUSMACV daily.
d. The ‘1gures in columns (3) thtouah (S) are verified figures
s rcpruscnszng casualties reporﬁed during the period indicated,
e DECLASSJFIED
Authority 0S8 &-A75 477,

i e
g &R s AR I Sy ey
B e R L P PR SIS S LN

- . o "m By 4> NARS, Date.2- <20 29 "
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" €L1/
? RECEIVED WASHTNGTu. COMMCEN
6:10 AM, EST SUNDAY 17 MAR &8

00 WTE15 |
DE WTE10 062AU RECEIVED LBJ RANCH CCIMCEN | N
6:

—_ [ smw fesee 61 M. CST SUMDAY 17 AR 68
00 WIEIO WTE1S y RETAYED TO AUSTIN COMMCEN

TEE ALLF o
DE WTE 1084 2or oir e a | 6319 AM, CST SUNDAY 17 MAR 68
FROM WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM (BROWN) | gt
TO  THE PRESIDENT I - 7
INFO CHRISTIAN V1Y
CITE CAP80690 v

Ot il
TP SEtREF— (1
OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE BRIEF FOR 17 MARCH 1968

-SOUTHEAST ASIA

SUMMARY: US FORCES COﬁTINUE TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE
ENEMY WITH SIGNIFICANT RESULTS AROUND QUANG NGAI AND SAIGON,
gggg;n%NlTIATED ACTIVITY WAS AGAIN LIGHT THROUGHOUT THE

THE CHANCES OF AN EARLY ATTACK ON BAN ME THUOT SEEY
MORE LIKELY WITH A CRACK NVA REGIMENT NOW POSITIONED CLOSER
TO THE CITY. IN THE DELTA, EARLY VIET CONG PROPAGANDA
SUCCESSES ARE EBBING; CURRENT SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE
ACTIONS MAY FURTHER IMPROVE CONDITIONS.

DECLASSIFIED
BOUTH MIEThan Authority _OSD /11-15"- 2%
1ST CORPS ‘ By =..=§ , NARS, Date S =0 ‘77

A US ARMY THREE-COMPANY TASK FORCE ATTACKED A LARGE
ENEMY FORCE LOCATED 6 MILES NORTHEAST OF QUANG NGAI CITY.
THE FIGHT LASTED OVER 7 HOURS WITH ARTILLERY AND HELICOPTER
GUNSHIPS IN SUPPORT. THE ENEMY WAS FORCED TO FLEE LEAVING
128 DEAD., TWO US WERE KILLED AND 10 WOUNDED. PRISONER
REPORTS HAVE INDICATED A PLANNED ATTACK ON QUANG NGAI CITY BY
SEVERAL NVA UNITS, INCLUDING A ROCKET BATTALION, ALLEGEDLY
EQUIPPED WITH 122-MM ROCKETS.

2ND CORPS

A US NIGHT SPOTTER AIRCRAFT OBSERVED FOUR TRUCKS MOVING
SOUTH OF PLEIKU CITY EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING, ONE TRUCK
WAS TOWING AND ANOTHER TRUCK WAS CARRYING UNKNOWN TYPZ
LAUNCHERS, THE AIRCRAFT FIRED AT THE VEHICLES AND CAUSED
FOUR SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. A SWEEP OF THE AREA FOUND ONE
DESTROYED TRUCKX BUT NO SIGN OF THE LAUNCHERS.



THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY ATTACK ON BAN ME THUOT SEEMS
MORE LIKELY WITH TWO NVA REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS NOW LOCATED
NEAR THE CITY. A TWO-DAY MOVE OF HEADQUARTERS, NvaA 32D
REGIMENT PLACED IT WITHIN 7 MILES OF BAN ME THUOT ON 15
MARCH; THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE 33D NVA REGIMENT IS ABOUT
AS CLOSE. MACV CONSIDERS THE 32D REGIMENT AS PROBABLY THE
BEST ENEMY COMBAT UNIT IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS,.

3RD CORPS

U.S. ARMY COMPANY AND AN ARVN BATTALION MADE A COORDINATED
ATTACK OMN AN ENEMY REINFORCED COMPANY 15 MILES NORTHWEST OF
SAIGON, FRIENDLY UNITS WERE SUPPORTED BY TACTICAL AIR,
ARTILLERY, AND ARMED HELICOPTERS. AFTER 6 HOURS THE ENEMY
BROKE CONTACT LEAVING 95 DEAD, AND 13 INDIVIDUAL AND SIX
CREY-SERVED WEAPONS., THERE WERE NO U.S. CASUALTIES BUT 10
ARVN VERE KILLED AND 1S WOUNDED.

4TH CORPS

YESTERDAY, BINH THUY AIRFIELD SUSTAINED A 40-ROUND IMORTAR
ATTACK RESULTING IN ONE AIRCRAFT DESTROYED AND FIVE DAMAGED.
THESE WERE ALL VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT. THE AIRFIELD
‘REMAINS OPERATIONAL AND THERE WERE NO PERSONNEL CASUALTIES.

FOLLOWING A SHARP DROP IN THE NUMBER OF COORDINATED
ENEMY ACTIONS SINCE MID-FEBRUARY, VIET CONG PROPAGANDA HAS
FEATURED THREATS OF A SECOND ALL-OUT OFFENSIVE AGAINST
POPULATION CENTERS IN THE ATH CORPS AREA. THE INITIAL SUCCESS
OF THE PROGRAM IS BEGINNING TO WEAR THIN, HOWEVER, DUE TO
THE ABSENCE OF SIGNIFICANT ENEMY ATTACKS. SOUTH VIETNAMESE
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS NOW UNDER WAY IN THE DELTA MAY HELP TO
OFFSET VIET CONG PROPAGANDA EVEN MORE,

ARC LIGHT OPERATIONS:

TWNENTY-EIGHT B-52 SORTIES WERE AGAIN FLOWN WITHIN AN 8
MILE RADIUS OF KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, STRIKING TROOP CONCENTRATIONS,
FORTIFICATIONS, ARTILLERY POSITIONS, AND SUPPLY AND STORAGE AREAS.
AN ADDITIONAL 26 SORTIES WERE FLOWN AGAINST TROOP CONCENTRATIONS,
TUNNEL AND CAVE SYSTEMS, AND ENEMY BASE CAMPS IN THE HUE, DA NANG,
PLEIKU, AND SAIGON AREAS,

NORTH VIETNAM

ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS:

THERE WERE 149 SORTIES FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAM YESTERDAY
INCLUDING TWO STRIKES AGAINST ALFA TARGETS, THE YEN VIEN
RAILROAD CLASSIFICATION YARD 6 MILES NORTHEAST OF HANOI WAS
STRUCK BY OME AIRCRAFT ON AN AIRBORNE RADAR RELEASE., WEATHER
PREVENTED DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. THE KIEN AN HIGHVAY BRIDGE AND
ONE OF THE BYPASSES ARE REPORTED DOYWN WITH ALL APPROACHES
ALSO REGEIVING SOME DAMAGE., ONE AIRCRAFT ACCOMPANYING THIS
STRIKE FORCE STRUCK A SAM SITE WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. '



THREE AIRCRAFT WERE LOST ON STRIKES OVER THE NORTH, ONE
PILOT WAS RESCUED.

U.S. PILOTS OBSERVED 11 SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES.
LAOS

BARREL ROLL AND STEEL TIGER OPERATIONS:

THERE WERE 335 SORTIES FLOWN IN LAOS, YESTERDAY, WITH
251 SORTIES FLOWN AGAINST TARGETS IN THE AREA ADJACENT TO

KHE SANH. A TOTAL OF 17 TRUCKS WAS REPORTED DESTROYED
AND EIGHT DAMAGED,

THAILAND

THE DEPLOYMENT OF SIX F-111A AIRCRAFT TO SOUTHEAST ASIA

FOR OPERATIONS AND COMBAT EVALUATION (OPERATION COMBAT LANCER) -

WAS COMPLETED TODAY WHEN THE LAST AIRCRAFT LANDED AT TAKHLI
ROYAL THAI AIR FORCE BASE.

LATE ITEH

SOUTH VIETNAM - 1ST CORPS TACTICAL ZONE

YESTERDAY, AT KHE SANH, FRIENDLY ARTILLERY FIRED 1457
ROUNDS AGAINST ENEMY POSITIONS KILLING 26 AND THE ENEMY
FIRED 135 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR, ARTILLERY AND ROCKETS
WOUNDING 10 MARINES. TACTICAL AIRCRAFT SORTIES INCREASED
TO 427 CAUSING 47 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND TWO SECONDARY
FIRES. ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO MONTAGNARD TRIBESMEN
VERE GIVEN SANCTUARY TO THE KHE SANH BASE. AIRLIFT HAS
BEEN REQUESTED TO EVACUATE THESE REFUGEES.

U.S. MARINES ATTACKED AN ESTIMATED ENEMY BATTALION NEAR
GIO LINH. AFTER A DAY OF HEAVY FIGHTING THE ENEMY WITHDREW
LEAVING 83 KILLED. TWO U.S. WERE KILLED AND 31 WOUNDED,
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MILITARY CASUALTIES AND ENEMY WEAPONS

(2)
CURRENT WEEK
(D 11 AM EST (3)
24 HRS 9 MAR 68 CUMULA-
ENDING THROUGH TIVE
11 AM EST 11 AM EST  FRONM
16 MAR 68 15 MAR 68 1 JAN 68
UNITED STATES A
KILLED , 35 295 4033
WOUNDED NOT HOSP 112 837 10499
WOUNDED HOSP 122 908 11584
CAPTURED 0 i 22
MISSING 0 21 208
SOUTH VIETNAM :
KILLED 47 336 3765
WOUNDED 162 1413 12583
MISSING/CAPTURED 2 33 1422
OTHER ALLIED
KILLED 1 E 273
WOUNDED 1 14 298
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 2 4
VIET CONG/NVA
KILLED 747 3637 66960
WOUNDED 1120 5354 100338
(ESTIMATE B)
WEAPONS SEIZED
INDIVIDUAL 128 775 13383
CREW SERVED 17 102 2844

SEIZED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
17 MARCH 1968

"A. U.S. CASUALTIES INCLUDE LAOS AND VIETNAM.

(4)
CUMULA=-
TIVE
FROM
1 JAN 67

13198
40153
43955
157
479

14845
42031
3762

1378
2916

155041
232460

41806
5720

B. ESTIMATE BASED ON 1.5 TO 1 WOUNDED TO KILLED RATIO,

(3
CUMULA-
TIVE
FROM
1 JAN 61

20055
57274
64572
253
855

57035
127373
281766

1976
4686
24

314194
471189

- & ab

C. THE FIGURES SHOWN IN COLUMN (1) AND (2) ARE PRELIMINARY, UNREFINED
BATTLEFIELD=-REPORTED CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM COMUSMACV DAILY.

D. THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS (3) THROUGH (5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES _
REPRESENTING CASUALTIES REPORTED DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED.
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SUNMARY:

FRIENDLY FORCES CONTINUE TO COUNTER EHNEUY
ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AMND MORTAR ATTACXS AS YELL AS PERSISTENT
GROUND ATTACKS BELOU THE DMZ WHILE U.S. AND ARVN CONBINED
OPERATIONS CONTIMNUE TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT AND SUCCESSFUL
CONTACTS VITH COI.;.U”ISL FORCES IN THE SAIGON AREA,.

\ ' A NEY
INFILTRATION GROUP HAS BZEN FORMED, BUT IT IS NOT CLEAR AT
THIS TIME WHETHER AN INCREASED RATE OF INFILTRATION IS

(  INDICATED.

SOUTH VIETNAN

1ST CORPS

YESTERDAY, THE ENEMY FIRLD 500 RCUNDS OF HIXED MORTAR
AND ROCKZT ROUNDS OH THE KHE SANH CCH2AT BASE WOUNDING 19
"MARINES. THE ARVN DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AT KHE SANHK REPELLED
AN ENEMY GROUND ATTACK. RESULTS OF THIS ACTION ARZI NOT
- KNOWN., TACTICAL AIR STRIKES TOTALED 310 IN SUPPORT OF _
FRIENDLY FORCES IN THE AREA. THERE WEREZ 43 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,
28 SECONDARY FIRES, 14 HILIT@DY STRUCTURZS AND
ON? BRIDGE DHSTROYLD.

ELEMENTS OF A U.S. MARINE BATTALION QTTPC'\"D AN ENEUMY
FORCE 14 XILES WEST~SOQUTHYEST OF Da NaN3, avy. ﬁRTILL RY
FIRE %AS DIRECTED ON THE ENENY POSITIONS CAUST”" THE¥ TO
BREAX AND RUN. U.S. ARTILLZIRY CONTINUZD TO POUND 1“'[:.“: r:.L.. 1Y
VITHDRAWAL ROUTES, U,S. CASUALTIES WZRI 10 KILLED AND 30
VOUNDED.. INITIAL RESULTS OF ZNEMY CASUALTIES ACCOUNT FOR 16
KILLED AYD THREE DETAINED, A CLANDESTINE INFCRMNANT SAID
COORDINATED ATTACKS AGAINST DA NANG AND HOI AM YOULD BEGIN
( SHORTLY AFTZR 21 MARCH. U.S. UPV:{ATLU‘,S lN TH.. :-P..A, HOYEVER
HA‘J" PPODHSLY UPSI-T TH“ PLAu. ‘_7.' -5 i 52 EI, o ="

. -.c' OP Y - Lyndon Bames Johnsc;n Librarym
A PRISONER AND SEVERAL AGENTS SAY THAT ‘QUANS TRI CITY .

v’ d

VILL BE ATTACKED THIS M0MNTH. POSSISLY RZLATED |

e, a._._._.-tw N R e T e

l AT LEAST AN ZLIMENT QF THE NvVA 304TH DIVISION IS AZQUT
10 YOVE FROM SOUTH OF XHZ sapy TO QUANG TRI. ; :
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OPERATIONAL INTELLIGENCE BRIEF FOR 18 MARCH .
SOUTHEAST ASIA

N

. SUMMARY:

FRIENDLY FORCES CONTINUE TO COUNTER ENEHY
ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR ATTACKS AS WELL AS PERSISTENT
GROUND ATTACKS BELOW THE DMZ WHILE U.S. AND ARVHN COHMBINED
OPERATIONS CONTINUE TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT AND SUCCESSFUL
CONTACTS VITH COMMUNIST FORCES IN THE SAIGON AREA.

\ "~ IT IS NOT CLEAR AT
THIS TIME WHETHER AN INCREASED RATE OF INFILTRATION IS
INDICATED.




SOUTH VIETNAM-

1ST CORPS

YESTERDAY, THE ERNEilY FIRED 500 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR
AND ROCKET ROUNDS ON THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE WOUKNDING 19
MARINES. THE ARVN DEFENSIVE POSITIONS AT KHE SANH REPELLED
AN ENEMY GROUND ATTACK. RESULTS OF THIS ACTION ARE NOT
KNOVN., TACTICAL AIR STRIKES TOTALED 310 IN SUPPORT OF }
FRIENDLY FORCES IN THE AREA. THERE %ERE 43 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,
28 SECONDARY FIRES, 14 MILITARY STRUCTURZS AND

ONE BRIDGE DESTROYED.,

ELEHMENTS OF A U.S, MARINE BATTALION ATTACKED AN ENEMY
FORCE 14 MILES WEST-SOUTHUYEST OF DA NANG., HEAVY ARTILLERY
FIRE WAS DIRECTED ON THE ENEMY POSITIONS CAUSING THEM TO
BREAK AND RUN. U.S. ARTILLERY CONTINUED TO POUND THE ENENMY
VITHDRAWAL ROUTES. U.S. CASUALTIES YERE 10 KILLED AND 30
VOUNDED, INITIAL RESULTS OF ENEMY CASUALTIES ACCOUNT FOR 16
KILLED AND THREE DETAINED, A CLANDESTINE INFCRIHANT SAID
COORDINATED ATTACKS AGAINST DA NANG AND HOI AN WOULD BEGIN
SHORTLY AFTER 21 MARCH. U.S. OPERATIONS IN THE AREA, HOVEVER,
HAVE PROBABLY UPSET THE PLAN. :

A PRISONER AND SEVERAL AGENTS SAY THAT QUANG TRI CITY
VILL BE ATTACKED THIS MONTH. POSSIBLY RELATED |

\ AT LEAST AN ELEMENT OF THE NVA 304TH DIVISION IS ABOUT .
TO MOVE FROM SOUTH OF KHE SANH TO QUANG TRI.

2D CORPS

YESTERDAY, A U.S. ARMY COMPANY FOUND 49 ENEMY DEAD 10
MILES NORTH-NORTHWEST OF XONTUM AS A RESULT OF ARTILLERY AND
TACTICAL AIR STRIKES WHICH YERE DIRECTED AGAINST THE ENEWY

IN A FIGHT THE PREVIOUS DAY. U.S. CASUALTIES FROM THAT FIGHT
WERE ONE KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED,

A POSSIBLE NZY NVA INFILTRATION GROUP |

\ HAS BEEN FORMED, | CONTROLLED BY THE HIGH
COMMAND IN HAQOI.\
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oD CORPS

ON 17 MARCH, ELEMEN.S OF TWO ARVN BATTALICNS A1 fACKED
AN ENEMY COMPANY 30 MILES NORTHWEST OF SAIGON. ARMED HELICOPTERS
AND ARTILLERY YERE IN SUPPORT FORCING THE ENENY TO BREAK
CONTACT AFTER FIVE HOURS OF FIGHTIHG LEAVING 50 DEAD.
ARVN LOSSES VWERE SIX KILLED, 13 WOUNDED, AND ONE MISSING.

LATER THE SAME DAY A POPULAR FCRCES PLATOON ENGAGED A
LARGE ENEMY FORCE 17 MILES NORTH~MNORTHWEST OF SAIGON. AN
ARVN BATTALION AND A POPULAR FORCES COiPANY REINFORCED AND
TACTICAL AIR AS VELL AS ARMED HELICOPTERS WERE CALLED IN
FOR SUPPORT. THE ENEMY BROKE CONTACT AFTER A FOUR-HOUR
FIGHT LEAVING 55 DEAD, SEVEN INDIVIDUAL AND NINE CREY-SERVED
VEAPONS, AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF AMMUNITION, ARVN LOSSES
VERE SEVEN KILLED AND SIX WOUNDED.

4TH CORPS

ARVN UNITS IN SEARCHING FOR THE ENEMY MADE TWO SIGNIFICANT
CONTACTS, ONE 3 MILES NORTHEAST AND THE OTHER 21 IMILES
WEST OF MY THO. FORTY-ONE OF THE ENE¥Y WERE KILLED, EIGHT
DETAINED, 3! INDIVIDUAL AND EIGHT CEREY=-SERVED WEAPO“S SEIZED.

~ FRIENDLY CASUALTIES WERE TWO0 KILLED AND 17 WOUNDED,

A PRISONER CAPTURED ON .14 MARCH IN DINH TUONG PROVINCE,
ABOUT 50 MILES SOUTHVEST OF SAIGON, SAID ABOUT FIVE SOLDIERS
DESERT DAILY FROM HIS BATTALION, RECENT REPORTS INDICATE
THAT THE VIET CONG HAVE BEEN FORCING YOUTHS 12 YEARS OF AGE _
AND OLDER INTO SERVICE, WHICH MAY BE A FACTOR IN THE DESERTIONS.

ARC LIGHT OPERATIONS:

THIRTY-FIVE B-52 SORTIES AGAIN STRUCK WITHIN AN EIGHT-MILE
RADIUS OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, STRIKING TROOP CONCENTRATIONS
FORTIFICATIONS, ARTILLERY POSITIONS, AND SUPPLY AND STORAGE AREAS.
AN ADDITIONAL 25 SORTIES HAMMERED ENZ¥Y TROOP CONCENTRATIONS,
LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS, FORTIFICATIONS, AND BASE CAMPS IN
THE HUE, QUANG NGAI, PLEIKU, AND NHA TRANG AREAS.

PROPAGANDA:

THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT HAS ISSUED A WORLDWIDE
APPEAL TO OBSERVE 19 MARCH, THE "ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAWM
DAY OF STRUGGLE AGAINST U,S. IMPERIALISH.™ THERE IS NO
INDICATION THAT THE ENEMY IS PLANNING TO MARK THE DAY WITH
COORDINATED, ATTENTION-GETTING ATTACKS; HE IS IN A POSITION

TO DO SO, HOWEVER, PARTICULARLY IN THE 1ST AND 2D CORPS
AREAS.

NORTH VIETNAM

ROLLING THUNDER OPERATIONS: _
THERE WERE 119 SORTIES FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAM YESTERDAY.

ALL SCHEDULED ALFA STRIKES WERE CAMEELLED; BECAUSE OF POOR 5
OPERATIONAL WEATHER IN THE TARGET AREAS. cfopy- S - 2o e 1
A nes Johnson Library. f}
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AIR ACTIVITY:

A NORTH VIETNAMESE 1.-28 JET LIGHT BOMBER RETURnED TO
PHUC YEN AIRFIELD FROM CHINA ON 16 MARCH, BRINGING THE TOTAL
NUMBER OF IL-28S BASED IN COUNTRY TO THREE; FIVE REMAIN
IN CHINA., THERE IS NO CLEAR INDICATION AS TO WHAT USE IS
PLANNED FOR THEMNM,

LAOS

BARREL ROLL AND STEEL TIGER OPERATIONS:

YESTERDAY,kSZS SORTIES WERE FLOWN OVER LAOS OF WHICH 163
WERE IN THE SECTOR ADJACENT TO KHE SANH. PILOTS REPORTED
43 TRUCKS DESTROYED AND 16 DAMAGED,
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MILITARY CASUALTIES AND ENEMY YEAPONS
SEIZED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

18 MARCH 1968

(2)
CURRENT WEEK
(N 11 AM EST (3 (4) (3)
24 HRS S MAR 68 CUMULA=- CUMULA- CUMULA-
ENDING THROUGH TIVE TIVE TIVE
11 Al EST 11 AW EST  FROH FROM FRONM

17 MAR 68 16 MAR 68 1 JAN 68 I JAN 67 1 JAN 61
UNITED STATE (A)

NCKILLED 11 356 4054 13259 20116
WOUNDED NOT HOSP 75 913 10575 40229 57350
WOUNDED HOSP 82 991 11667 44038 64655
CAPTURED 0 0 22 157 253
MISSING 0 45 232 503 879

- SOUTH VIETNAM
KILLED 24 . 383 3812 14892 . 57082
WOUNDED 116 ° 1575 12745 42193 127535
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 35 1424 3764 28768

OTHER ALLIED
KILLED 1 - 274 1379 1977
VOUNDED 1 15 299 2917 4687
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 2 4 7 24

VIET CONG/NVA

* KILLED : 376 4384 67707 155788 314941

WOUNDED 564 6474 101458 233580 472309
(ESTIMATE) (B) :

WEAPONS SEIZED _

INDIVIDUAL 128 903 13511 41934 cen=

CREW SERVED 14 119 2861 5737  eme=

(A) U.S. CASUALTIES INCLUDE LAOS AND VIETNAM.

(B) ESTIMATE BASED ON 1.5 TO 1| WOUNDED TO KILLED RATIO

(C) THE FIGURES SHOWN IN COLUMN (1) AND (2) ARE PRELIMINARY,
UNREFINED BATTLEFIELD-REPORTED CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM
COMUSMACY DAILY. ' "

(D) THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS (3) THROUGH (5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES
REPRESENTING CASUALTIES REPORTED DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED.

DTG 181051Z MARCH 1968




INFORMATION

Wednesday
March 20, 1968 - 3:25 p. m.

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Attack on Tan Son Nhut

During a ten-minute period shortly after noon
EST today Tan Son Nhut Airbase was hit by seven rounds of
recoilless rifle fire.

There were no personnel casualties reported and
aircraft damage was as follows:

Three C-130's received major damage

Two C-130's received minor damage
Two helicopters received minor damage

.«']
I

‘J./W. Rostow
(




INFORMATION >
Friday
March 22, 1968 -- 3:45. a.m.

J* a0

SITUATICN ROOM MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Latest Vietnam Situation Report

A check as of 3:15 EST indicates that there have been
no ground offensive activities reported from any of the corps areas,
The Khe Sanh Combat Base, however, has been receiving heavy
mortar and artillery fire since approximately 6 a. m. ESI this
morning--a total of 465 rounds, two or three times the normal heavy
rate.

Ll:)’ GR(ROS tow







CIA MEMOS

January:

30 -~ Situation in SVN #3 =--ce e m e e e
31 -- Telephone Conversation with Saigon Station -----=--c-eceeeu--
31 -~ Spot Report on Situation in Hue =~----c-crcmcmcc e ce e m e
31 -- Situation in SVN #4 ---ccccccmmmcm e ce e e m e e

31 -- Situation in SVN #5 =-c--mmmmmcmmm e e e

February:

1 -~ Situation in SVN #7 =--c-cmmm e e e e

2 -- Situation in SVN #8 ==-c-cmmcme e e =

2 == Situation in SVN #9 —ccccmmccm e e rmc e e mem e =

2 =- Situation in SVN #10 =---cccc e c e cme e e e ee e ee e - -

w

-= Situation in SVN #1] =-cecccccmmc e ce e e e mcmm e c e c e e e e e =

W

-- Situation in SVN #12 ---------mmmmmm e e -

e

== Situation in SVN #13 =--ccemcccc e m e e mc e e cmmmc e e e e e ==

NN

== Situation in SVN #14 =c-cccmmmc e mmc e e emc e mmcmm e e m e e me =

un

-= Situation in SVN #15 =-cecmmcc e ce e e e e c e mcm e e mm e

5 -~ Situation in SVN #16 =-cccmmcmmm e e e e e

-

-~ Spot Report on Situation in Khe Sanh =«---ccccmmmcamccnncnnena

17 -~ Indications of NVN offensive beginning -=--=-==--=c-ccccccana-o
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: | , LBJ LIBRARY
CENTRAL INGELLIGENCE AGENCY Mundntory SEVA. o
Directorate of Intelligence Case # NLJ 321~

30 Janunry 195? Document #
) INTELLIGENCE MEHORANDUN i
| The Bituation in Bouth Vietnam No. 8
(A5 oi 4:30 PN, 857)
" . 1, Attacks 4n Saigon: Before dawn on 31 ' .

~January, ThG oneny oiiensive &pread to the Saigon
ares where 8 peries of mortar and ground assaults
were launched, The US Embassy was subjected to
mortar or rocket fire, with small arns fire oc-
curing outeide the compound.- Iste reports indi-
cate that this fire has abated. A report that the
Viet Cong had penetrated the Enbassy and taken
control" is apparently false., However, terrorists

. reportcdly did enter the.building and blew up fthe

( - main reception desk., No casualties have been re-

: ported, aside from the wounding of one blarine guard,

Htlitary police have bsen sent to reinforce the com-
.pound,

- 2, Accofding to various repbrts shelling and
erall fire has been occurring elséwhore in and around
the capital, Both Tan Son Nhut airfield serving

.Baigon and nearby BienHca air base have been under
mortanr fire, There has been no report of damapge or
casualties. Press veports alsc state that Baigon
radio is off the air, and that Viet Cong in ARVN
uniforms were attacking around the presidential
phlace, These reports remain uncOntirmed

3. Da Nang: Allied moppinv-up oparations are .
reportedly continuing in the Da Ngng urban ares fol-
lovwing the series of attacke therc on allied instal-
lantions and strategic points on 30 Jaruary. 8poradic
exchanges. of fire with groups of Viet Cong are said
to be continuing in a hamlet within the city limits
about & mile from the ARVN Corps headgquarters.
Civilian casualties are reported to be heavy due
to the fighting and the strafingof sections of the

.( L ; P:TT.Z:: by government planes, l Approved for Re@?a
_ i Date
Authority _2 N 82-230 g ' '

lo-b-£3 COPY
B’—&)—' NARS, Date =2 = : LYNDON BAINES JOMNSON LIBRARY -
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- Bald the attacks were aimed at

6., Hoi An: In the 30 Jhnu&ry attack on this

" elty, the provincial capital of Quang Nam, 1t now
"+ appears that an estimated 200-300 ensmy troops seized

& number of allied installations including the prov-
incial hospital and ARVN enginecr battalion compound,
The Communist forces apparently still control the
area. A Republic of Korea (ROX) Marine Brigade was
reported to have retaken the Hoi An airfield and,

at last report, was advancing toward the city. Ele-
ments of the North Vietnamese 2nd Division appear to
have been involved in the Hoi Anp action, along with
other local Viet Cong forces, :

6. Attacks in the Western Highlands: Confirma=
tion has been received that troops oi the US 4th
Infantry Division have pushed the Communists out of
Kontun city where they had apparently occupied sev-
eral government installations early on 30 January.
The encmy force, estimated at tyo battrlion strength,
has been driven to positions on the northern out- .
skirts of the city, where allied artillery and tacti-
cal air bombardment can be brought to bear, . The
attacking force was apparently composed both of Viet
Cong guerrillas and North Vietnamese soldiers--the
latter probably from the NVA 24th Regiment,

y -

7. The DMZ Area: {ﬁere héve been no official
reports of significant action today in any sector
of the Demilitarized Zone, Press roports that Khe
Sanh eir strip was closed due té enenmy bombardment
have not yet been confirmed or clarified through
official channels, |

8. Other Related Actions: The Communists have
continued their broadcasts, begun on 30 January,
which condemn the allies for violating the Tet
truce. The broadcasts have anndunced that Commu-
nist forces have launched many gimultaneous attacks
in northern and central South vaetnam. One broadcast

eveloping the "winter-

spring" campaign and “punishing" the US for violating

-2-
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.cant foreign commentary, either from bloc or non-

I.
i

A 1 A

the Communist "order" for a gessation of military . : -
attacks. Hanol has also issued a Foreign Ministry (:
statement claiming that the US has "completely :
cancelled the 1968 Tet truce" and condemnipg the

Americans for continuing the air attacks during

2. There has so far been no othor signifi.-

bloc sources, on the current military action in
South Vietnam, . -

{
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The Fitintion ia South Victman

(63 027 T3 Lo LSE

Sezo additional €etalls have hoen recoived e tho
neay attaca roznex»ta2d in tho sitvation reyost carly this
roralnzg, In auditien, nlcrzation 1o ns2 nviilablo on
two now etincks azzinst lina Uo2 and Ty iled citices in
ccra3tnl II Corps, :

tha Coxh 2lirstrip

In 2dditicn, the pro
1 mhoyae i3 ro

closod cuo to casay artills
ceaZirnntion of this o3 yot
O:Goruise, the situation @long ¢

Da rany Area

1, Xreuy forces launchad coordinated mortar, rocket
azd pround atlacks 4n tie I'a Rang area oa 39D Janudry.
Tarzets withia the urian arsa izeloged the airtase, o
stratezic hishwvay bridze, and tiho Viohazese and US Aray
pilitasy headauartsra, At abcut tho g2no tiza a3 the at-
tacz ca tiha city, tho oncoy hit scveral otker irvstalliatioas.
in tha area, iccluding tho '"Jarbdle ouatala' air faeility,
28 U3 farios rozinent norilzest ol ths city, ond Vietnaoese
foxces guardiaz tae stratezic Lol Van Pass,

2, 24203t simultancous eneay wortar L2rrazes vare
directed into 2t 1zast five alrcralt 1andlsz zowss thrcugh-
cut the arca of Creraticn WIZTLIR/UVALLG A-sastride the
Quangz Ran/Juanz Tin berdars--and in the arca gusrovading
Chu Iai, Approzicately 15 niles esuth of Ik ang, ths
Quang Jan provincial cupitsl of Lzl An vas apgcarcatly kit by
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o diversonary ntlack on o Vietzaoege artillery Uaze apd
tkon hit into the city 1tzcolf.,

3. FKoports nrosoatly irfiezte that tho situntion
i quict in the C“J 1Al 22d VOSRIL/ULLLITIA aree,  Allicd
£oxrce3 in ra E:aﬂ aopcar to Lave ropuicad eneuy inzursicss
erd ar: condueting &t keus2 to Louc2 sonplng vy oparttien,
30 sit niir: in ;04 &n, hoTovoy, 185 2053 clsar, Pross
reports indicato ¢hat pllicd forcos 4n 2ad around E21 An
hama Lot yot forcoa T30 encay o abtandoa positions o

coiznad,

Cad ihon

4. An estizatcd Viet Counz cangor ceonany kas peznstrated
se provincial ¢anital ef Zinlh Sinny Provinse and 1S proe
contly cca*"ollln* 20 rallo siatica facilitics oczd a
rnoarby ailisd cﬂiu::na“ce cernalos, Cue L0H tattalicen
Sceonlpg the 8IIa Ras pLEoricdly cusrouniad to attickers,
Pro 14n¢tzry Cca5udlly ro20ets oo Cozzunlst lucses o
59 1i1lcd tred U3 locces of thred killcd aad five woundad,

}ba Tranz ’ .

6., Eporadic fighting contizues in the proviacial
copital of ihanh Keox wiith 8llicd reaction fsTcos pressatly
utte:;tir* to cut oif cnzzy valts cuillirating frey the
city. 32 Cozzunista, cstizated to xronse Ircm 170 cagper
cc>ranios to a full battalion, kave thus far sustainad
lcsses of €) killzd aad 15 caninssd, dAllicd castaliices
to ¢ato otazd at 21 xilled and €3 wounced,

Ploilm City - ’

0. Heavy fishtiaz annarently continuss 4n the Pleiku
provincial capital, with ARTVH roactloa forces atte cm=pting
to dlock ex2ay rouics of cseapd froa the arca, Eattls
results to ¢ato ixclude 193 Ceozmnists kilied, as azainst
allicd losses of 7 killsd and 23 wonaded, Tao ensuy
foreoe is e3timated to toial at least tvo cospaales,

Eoantua City

7. Tho Zontun provincial capital is nox reported under
g2cure nllied control, vith artillery aand tactical air
eirikes b2ing e plovod azainst an c3tizated two Corzunist

: . cory
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Eattalions on the culstiris of the city,
enony troons hdve boon riaorddd killsd thus {or, 4o cone-
. trast to 28lilcd lossus ©f scvea kilied ond 24ve wounded,

fan 9 Thnot

8. Fishting ccentivuca withln tle Larlae provincial
capital, wich an ectiraica (vwo Conminist Latialions ape-
parceatly poiced to sirilie ea 1h2 vetolkirta of tho city,

n crony castive kas siatsd taat th2 SUxd LVA N2ziront
rlanned to iafilirato aund tale aa le Ahunot,., ZIniny losses
thus Iar 4ncluio DY Kilicd ang 33 capiurcd, 85 agzaiest
£liled caonaitices of sovon killsd ond 130 wonnided,

Yinh I

8. CELnoradic fihtinz contianoss idn this irsertaant
dicsirict tcoa ia coastal ihagh Hea Province. Tlevea Vict
Cong Lave tzon killed to <ata,

Fuy Esa .

10, Mzavy f£izhtirz 23 broken cul ia tie provineial
capital oL Fiu Yea, Alli=d rexctien forces, aticospting
to inteorcept oneny uvalis 2oaving the city, kave thus far
killsd 33 e tho atisciera, viile gustaining fricndly lozses
of czven killed enud O} wounded,

Tan Conh

11, Sporadic coatact contisues detween colem2nts of
an ALRVH regineat and an encay forca of unlnovwn sizo, ¥o
resualis are availsble,

CRC cory
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{EMORANDUM FOR: Honorable Walt W. Rostow
X [ 3

. {
* SUEJECT 3 The Situation in Souinh Vietnam

; !
. ‘ , Ny
. As agreed between you and the Diréctor of Central
Intelligence last evening, CIR has p“éna“ed the following
( report on the uﬁnveuu“cntc& Comtmunist attacks in South Viet-

nam which began yesterday., Informatidén is current as of B
0700 BsT, ]

St g l. Cox muﬂ<st forces staged a series of well-coordinated
attacks on eight principal cities and several Key militaxy
'iﬂstullthons th“cugnou‘ South Vietnam's I and II Corps early
on 30 January. This fluxry of eneny activity was intended
prinarlily for the QSVChO*OG~Cu- muac“ it would haves cn the
Scuth Vietn :amese on Vietnam's most important holidayv--the
lunar neéw year's day. The ensny may 2lso have halizved that
the celebrations would impeés the el fectiveness of the allzed

‘reac ion effort. . . i
2. The enexmy's principal targets: zhclucad provincial
capitals, cities in the westarn highlands and major cities
and ﬂillta“y installations along tba coastal area as fax
south &s Cam Ranh Bay. )

'_~' The Current Tactical S*twa"*

L
N | ‘ 3. Da Nang: Both the giant US aiéb:se* and key US an

. . South Vietnanese military vstalla~iows within Da hana tself
were attacked by enemy forces early oh 30 Januarv. Tre air-
£ield complex was hit by 40 rounds of mlaed *oc ;et and mortar
-fire which resulted in at leas:t seven a Ycraft destrovad and
nine damegsd. Fires weres reported at the airfield's bomd
storage arsa and in hangar and troop houaiqg areas. At last
repcrt the east rurway o the awrzzald was under small arms

e e vt e ]
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fire. 1Ini
younced.
.8taged £xo

tial xaeports lict one American killed and six
No estimate of the effect on US air opexations
w the base has been redeived .
4. At Da Nang, the I Coros Headag arters and MACV com-
pound were hit by 40-50 rounds of 82-nu. mortar fire, small
axns and scichel charges. Three Scutly Vietnamese soldiers
were killed and unothe~ seven wounded according to initial -
yepoxrts., US Marire ané Soutn Vietnanese reaction forces
noved to cecunter the eneny's assaults and, at last repoxt,
the eneny raiders were thhcxawlng. ) :

sgam

S. Nhe Trexng: In Nha T*arg, the capital of Xhanh Hoa
Province,; comauhist forces attacked in the early morniang
hours and ccocupied the provineial headguarters, the n;litary
sector haadguarters, the radio station, and the railroad
station. The eneny also attacked the provincial jail, xe-
poxtedly freeing severesl hundred prlsoners.

6. 2Pleiku City: 2 500 to 700-man Viet Cong force
followed up a heavy rocket barrage on the Pleiku airfield
vith an assault which penetrated the ¢ity. 2 inearby
montaghard training center was also a target of a Conmunist

rocket barrage. At last report the fighting was contxnuing
within the c*tu itsels

. " : -

7. Xohtum City: 2An estimated 5 500 to 1,000 enemy txoops
penetratec Jontun city in the early moxning bouvs of 30 Janu~— _
ary. & US &th Iﬂfaﬁtrv Division reaction foxce fought its

way into the city and by mid-mox nﬁng the situation was re-
ported 25 "no longar critical.” 3

8, Ten Canh: This South Vieunamaac village located
soxe 20 niiés north of Kontum near the Dak To Specizl Forces
Camp, was overzun and burned early this norning. The assault
on the village was mounted by a Communist company-size force

and ves nﬁcc=oea by a heavy ba:rage of 82-rm..mortar fire,.
‘.

9. Othar Attacks: Fighting was runovtbu in Binh Dinh's
orovincial capital of Qui Nhon with an enerny corpany conduct-
inc raiés on the police headzuarters, radio station, and
othcr Xey installations in the city. Tna airﬁxald at Ban Me
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4 LYaDON BAINES JOMNSON LIBRARY

3 L
. - - - - e



https://lo;"l.ga
https://stat!.on

- Thuot in Dar Lac Province, Phu Yen Province's capital of £
" Tuy lioa, Holi An ir Quang Narm ?10v;vce, and the largc Us -
miiltary complex at Cem Ranh Bay were alco targets of enery
raids, Details of these attacks are still: extremely sketchy.

12, Although it is too early to aegerm*ne the over-all
scope of the Communist offensive, it anaarS that the enemy
. has airned his pawPaign at undermining the population’s con-
Lo e ficence in the present governwent., The initiation of the
: ; - Offensive et a time when the country was celebrating the Tet
holiday waz probebly calculated to achieve a significant
. psychological impact despite the €act that it displayed
a bletant disregard for the cease-firé periods ennounced by
both the Viet Cong and the South Vietnamese.

. ' Other melated 2actions

Pewma &

: - 13. A radio broadcast from Hanoi Indicates that the
e * Communists hope to shift the responsibility feoxr thelyr blatan
g = truce violations to the zllies. The 30 January broadcas:,
) in English. to internationazl audiences, charged that the US
. ; and South Vietnam had canceled the cebdse-fire and had launched
" "raids" against the people in many noythern provinces. The
- broadcast also condermnad the continued borbing of southern -
North Vietnam during the allied truce, and claimed the allies
had "trampled upron the legitimate aspirations and traditional
customs of the Vietnamese people.* It appears that the
Comwunists are laving a propaganda base for future claims that

their own offensive activity was in rutaliatiow for Us mis-
deads.

- _ i .
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16. Thersare as yet 1o *nd1Cab10ﬂ° of any Nor.h Xorean
initietives or ectivities which can be related to the eneny
offensive in BSouth Vietnamr. .

|

17. Pyongvang's military posture remains essentially
defensive, As it has since the seizuie of the Puedls, the
Nortn Korean Aix Force is con tlnnwng to £ly defersive patrols
partlca1a~ly in the vicinity of Wonsad harbor. No major
incldents have been reported aloag the DMZ Guring the past
24 ‘hours. ‘

18. Other than the Eanci brozdcasst noted above, bloc
media have not as yet conmented ca thé attacks, Neithex
have ther been any sighs oZ Communist nﬁlita:y or ciplomatic
activity “elatzug to the ofiensive.

Late Itex

19, General Westmoreland gave h*s personal assessmant

of the situation in a Telecon with wgan*ngton at about 0700

EST this morning. He des cribed the situation as "well in
hand," aéding that more encry were killeé in the raids than

at any other tire in his memory. It appears thet eneéry lesses
will be over 700 dead. Allied castalties ware licht. Cap-
tured eneny soldiers said their mission was to te“"ov~ze the
civilian population, and attack c;v~lla1 ingtallations such as
radio stations. Accoxding to Westmors a;c, the situation

in ths DxZ is quiet. The weather thele is gocd and fau;lz tates
extensive allieé air attacks.
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20. Da Nang: Late information iftdicates there were
nurerous incldents in the zrca bstween 1400 and 1600 local:

-‘Vietnam time today. The Marble NMountain installation xe-

ceived a mortar attack. At 1430, Da'Nang zirbase wag hit
by mortars. US casualties were one killed and 10 wounded.
The 2RVN headquartersz in Da Nang was &lso attzcked by an .
eneny company-size force endé with morfare. The attack

was repulsed with heavy enemy casutlties.

i
1
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H
.
L]

cory
LYJSDON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY



https://r~ol:�te.rs
https://Da'Ne.ng

INFORMATION
THE WHITE He e

WASHINGTON

—SEGCRETFSENSIRIFE— !
Wednesday, January 31, 1968 ’ . [

4:45 p, w2 T ' B

i i

!
Mr, President: H /')

I have marked the key passages in
this interesting report from the CIA o
‘Station in Saigon, It indicates clearly K ' L e
(pages 3-4) the task ahead for Thieu
and Bunker in regaining confidence

after the shock of these attacks. . | '_ . ‘
lﬁmaow ' y '
SECRET/SENSITIVE —
D!ﬂf'i ASS EE“ D ’ o
r \_., 1 " l\i, \'} 3‘.6 - . | - *
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20505 %é/"

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

31 January 1968

1)

5’/-/-19 + 9.2-.:30

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Rostow 1"‘3"-"“‘3.‘:}’-- ,3_‘,(5’”{7-
Special Assistant to the President

SUBJECT : 31 January Telephone Conversation with Saigon Station

1. At 31/0433Z I was in telephonic communication with our Saigon
Station. The circuit was bad: I could hear Saigon but they could not understand
me. The Station re_ported that the situation Was generally stabilizing and *the
press psea:tl_y m,,cra‘lm‘ the seriousness of the penetration of the Embassy\
The Chancery was nof actually penetrated, though Viet Cong did get into the
cprr}_}}g_?_n.d-._.'rherg_wer.e.m_‘l.l Sciviljan casualties in Saigoz knpirn’as of*that

time 9
2. After the phone conversation I transmitted the following specific
questions Y - - i ha these
were the points I had hoped to raise over the phone.
a. What does the countrywide situation look like ?
b. What do regional officers report?

c. Was attempt made agamst Thieu, Ky or other senior GVN
officials ?

d. Did Saigon attack seem primarily aimed at American
targets ?

e. Was there any local intelligence or other warning of these
attacks (in Saigon or elsewhere)?

f. What do you expect in Saigon and countrywide within next
24-48 hours?

g. Any indication of effect attacks had on mood or attitudes
of Vietnamese population?




h. Your general preliminary comments on meaning and
. import current countrywide spate of VC activity.

i. How is VC surge likely to affect GVN standing and
stability ?

3. At 31/0710Z, _replied. The text of his reply is given
below. I am passing it to the recipients of this memorandum in the belief that

you may find it useful. You will understand, of course, that these ar<{ijil]
initial reactions in a very fluid situation, the full dimensions and
details of which were not known to him at that time.

% % % o % % % %ok ok k¥ % k%

ror. [ - = o\

1. Appreciate your need for rapid coverage of events and assure you we
are doing everything possible to comply. It has been extremely difficult during
the morning hours to obtam any hard 1nformat10n on the events of the mcrht _since

For e_xample, -the VC- wnhmnl to be holed upin a bouse gcmssMM;lm
and. appamtl_ly in hou.ses in the area of Tan Sen Nhutr Contrary to earlier

-

g’eports Embasay_:mplgyges.hasfe beeg mstmc{:ad,npt {areport to Wark thisa

-2 K e s s
e ——,

ﬁ‘__gg.nn.__.i

2. You will shortly receive dissem concarning_
_enemy plans for this evening.

3. _telecon just received. As you can see from above,
announcement premature that situation was calm enough to permit return of
personnel to work. At this moment, it is impsssible g ¢stimate:hew long-ié
with take b—m_? up VG who are holed:up around towea If intelligence referred
to above is accurate, we may have a w.aﬁm-m%ug

4. Will be filing report shortly on countrywide situation _
Regional officers are preparing sitreps for direct transmission.
President Thiew was in My The-yasiasdopand
e MACY assistance inreturning o Saigon ihic morning. Althoug
American facilities received their share of attention, other targets were Kpreas
and Philippine Embassisw Palaceand Saigan radia stotlonrsDuring the last

few days, Station has diligently pursued all available sources for intelligence

that might have given us warning of these attacks. —



https://were__..Ke

reports but nothing which appeared to be very hard. q
not prepared Yor this attack on the opening day of Tet, when farge numbers of
I /- thi: point, ve anticipate that country-

However, we lacking intelligence from the
regions which would give us an accurate read-out.

2g, h, and i will be dealt with separately.

wide attacks will continue tonight.

Your telecon questions, para

5. COS and EXO will spe

nd night in Station, with a backup commo command
post in another area of the city. [NENEEE—

VY Fvery possible precaution being taken to assure security
of personnel and classified facilities.

6. Re your telecon questions g, h and i:

a. You will appreciate the difficulty we have in even beginning

an answer to these questions which will be of great importance when
the security situation settles down.

b. We are not today in contact with many elements in the
Vietnamese population to discern their attitudes and moods. A
circling airplane with loudspeakers told the people to stay o tie
sStreets and in their homes. VC have. raportedly made specific

L_ﬂ'u.- eats to_persons. hy;mg_m certain areas fo vacate homes at risk
£of death. :Most Saigonese have indeed stayed at home and we

assume that they will follow VC orders as well. Themaod is»
yery tenseld
c. The meaning and import of current activity can be
i extracted from VC stated intentions regarding the winter-spring
campaign, their calls for general uprising, and their obvious
t drive toward a major victory for propaoanda and morale purposes.
§ thleﬁge may be underso%a raajor-multiple harassment withauts
:Iﬂaﬂs—t—fncr military sigmht.anc e, _the ultimate import will d:ptnd on®
iheu- 6egrce ofsaccess on the ground and the impact on American

-

i a_nld South’ V:etnamesa wﬂlmgness to rebound.. . The-boest 3. VC/iNVA

o e 5 e et

£ A T A A e e, -‘_'-.3-!.0!,1-'-;1
o™

prorale is in any case. cextain fo_be substantial.

i
i
"‘
}

i il A e

d. Regardless of what happens tonight or during the next few
the degree pf success.already achieved in"Saigon and aroynd

i the 2 tountry will adversely affect the irnage of the GVN. (and.its?
powerful Amencan allies as well) in the eyes of the peaple.f ‘./llk

xV.;_ehnma.se..ho&.ﬂmw‘»ho msympaﬂ;etgc_ and these: who are 3

.days,



v, cntzcal. ‘hope and expeoct for protection from their government

) “and the relative lack of YC activity ia Saigon dumng receat months
: crcated a presumption of GVN and police strength ia this area af

: ?my rate. ~“Those who believe that sacurity situatioa (not the

. ; political) is paramount will deduc_e that m\ly 3 tough. efficient.5

, i no- -nonsense government run by the mz.hiary_san mect the sheet

".‘ 1 physical thrust of the Viet Cong.3 Those who cannot stomach such a

government will be moved further toward the temptation of negotia-

¢ tions and coalition government.

— e R
= e. We would hope to be permitted to delay additional analysis
and prediction until we have provided for the necessary security
of our installations and perscnnel and can begin to move about the

city to communicate with sources able to provide authoritative

reactions and ideas. In meantime, hope above will be helpful.

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs

cc: Secretary Rusk
Secretary McNamara
General Wheeler

- 4 »
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i A Wednesday, J’anua.ry 31, 1968 '
FAu - 5:28 p.m, a’; :

' 2
Mr, President: S/P
This is a bad report about Hue.
. We will check it with Westy when he
gets on the phone. '
o | Mtow

|
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCH AGENCY
Pirgptovnto oF Intelligonce
31 Januaxy 1948

INTELLIGENCE MEHORANDUM

Bpot Repoit on the Hituation in Mue N
{indoyption a8 ox Ji30 NSy

1. The friondly position in this ciiy hns ape
pavontly deteriovatod sexlously durdng 21 Japuaxy.

A. According to 8 local US officinl who mnde
e £1ight over thq avea lato on the piternoon of 31
Januavy, snd vecelved information rolayed fyom US
militory ofifcinls in Huo, the odly appoars 3o bho
largely undor tha ¢onixol of the Commurdags,

3. During hiam £ligh?, tho official reported that
a8 major marked place on tho norih pide of thoe Song
Huong »iver in flames, wizh other smaller fives hurne
ing on the gouth side of the river., A fire fight waan
in progress along the river roand on the moulh side.
Ground five wus flsp coming up from the vielnity of

the air strip inmide the clitadsl srea.

4, The officinl was able to ralge meveral loeal
eloments by »adig and was told that a provingial ro-
connhizsanas headguavters outside the oity hnd besn
overxun, and that many V¢ wero prement thyoughout the
area. The official wam unable to make contaat with
the MACV headquavioym, oy the CORD3 hondquarters. He
obgeyrved an ARVN battalion mpproaching Hue from 3hw
norihwest, ring artilloery to ¢leaxr the way.

8. A pozssage fxom the G«~2 adviger's office 4in
tho MNACY compoung at Hue recoived at I Corpa Headw
quarters at Da Nang, siated that the MACY compound
and the lst Divigilon Headquarters in the ¢itndel aj
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Hue were the only "known" places siill holding out
againat the V@, Reporfedly, a mavine conpany had
tried 0 exoss the highway bridge from the south into
the noxihern gector 02 the ¢ity, but had boen driven
bagk with heavy casualiloxn,

0, There is no other information curxrently
- avadlable here to coniirn the above raport,
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The Situation in South Viétnam No. 4 °
(As oi 7:00 AN EST)
| %
1. Comnunist forces continuéd their unprece-
dented wave of bold attacks abains{ South Vietnam-
esc cities and key 'allied civil and military in-

slullions for the second consecutive day on 31 Jan-
uwary. The enemy activity was fogused primarily

*on the Saigon area and the delta Provinces to the
‘south of the capital., Allied mopping-up opera-

tions continued throughout South Vietnam's I and
I1 Corps arcas, amid sporadic new forays by the
Communists in some ,sectors of this reglon, the
center of the 30 Jdnuaxy attacks. President Thieu
has ‘declarcd a state of- martznl law throughout the
countzy. ;
2. Although the action has thus far been
characterized by a brezen eneuy disregard for his

.own casualties, allied personnel losses have been

relatively light., Enemy casurlties are currently
teuuoubly estimated at around 1 430..

3. It is clear thatl the Communibts made care-
ful preparations for this spectac@lar phase of their
“winter-spring" campaign. The countrywide pattern
of mortar attacks, in many cases followed by ground
assaulis against the provincial capitals and major
district towns, in addition to Ia;ge-bcale atiacks

_on key allied military installations and positions,

required a great deal of planning and coordination.,

-3t is also evident that North Vie{namese main force

units were heavily engaged in many of the assaults,
and worked closely with local Viel Cong units. A
number of recently captuxcd docuangs have 1ndxcated
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that. the Communists were planning an effort to spark %
.‘al leasl a degree of Ygeneral uprisihg" among Lhe .
-populace in the urban areas., It is probable that ’
they hoped the present wave of attacks would spur

some peneral civil unrest and suppnr} by the wrban

people. There is little evidence’ ab yet that it

did, howevor I

The Baigon Area . ] A

. 4. Allicd military forces in the capital have
restored n semblance of order {o the' city following
a night of enemy attacks against targets 1nc1udin& :
. the US Embassy, the Presidential Palace, ~and the large
Lairfield and milita1y complex at Tan' Son Nhut as
well as numerous other allied 1nsta1}ations both in
and near the city. - i

5. US troops drove a band of aitackerb {rom
the US Embassy compound by 9:00 AM (Saigon time) on
31 January. The building itself was, ‘yocked by sev- ) .
. eral large explosions, bhut no stxuctu:al damage was :
reported. The embassy is now fully 0pcrational.
"Most of the fighting occurred in the compound sur-
rounding the embassy. Although the attackurs wer'e
able to fire into it, they apparently did not physi-
cally penetrate the bullding. At lehst six alliced , _
personnel were killed in the assault'and five woundod. awiag ¥
Enemy casualties were at least 19 kiiled . :

6. A group of 20 Viet Cong, dléssed in civilian ~
clothes, attempled to attack the residence of Presi-
dent Thiou, but were driven away by &n alert guard
force with no injury to the presiden? oy his family. ) ¥

7. The govermment radio station in Saigon con-
tinues off the air due to cnemy action; however,
the military radio has been b:oadcasting to the .
Saigon population, ; :
8. At last report, fighting was continuing at
the Tan Son Nhut airfield with some 100 Viet Cong
still holding out within the field's perimeter. The
Communists reportedly overran the western section of
Lhe base, which included a control tower in the area.
Several other arcas of the base, inciuding airmen's
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barracks and enc runway, woere apparcently also under
attack by mortar, rocket, or small arms fire,

8. Just to the northeast of the capital city, .
the US bases at Bien Hoa and Long Binh were hit by .
Vict Cong mortar and ground attacks, At Bicn Hoa,
two US Jet aireraft wero destroyed and 10 aircraft
damaged, e o

" The Delta Provincees

L]

10, Eight of the 16 province chpitals of South
Victnam's 1V Corps came under Viet Cong mortar attack
o 30-31 January. Numerous other digtrict towns and ;
villages werc also attacked, One of the encemy's prime
targets was the IV Corps Headquarterk at Can Tho which
was hit by & mortar and ground attack. BSome 75 cnomy
casurliies have been counted., At last report, however,
Viclnamese soldiers and 'police were still attempting
-to drive the attackers out of Can Tho city.

. . l -

1 Corps g J
_ 11, New attacks occurred this morning on the
northern citics of Quang Tri, Hue, Tam Ky, Quang ’
Ngai and the US basc at Chu Lai. Each city was siruck
by a mortar attack and a ground'assaplt t the Chu ’
Lai installation, three US jet aircraft were destroyed
and five others damaged by an extensive mortar and
rocket barrage, i :

12. Renewed mortar and rocket httacks were ro-
.ported at Da Nang on 31 January. BSeventeen US heli-
‘copters wore damaged at the Marble Mountain alr facility.

13, At last rcport, South Korean Marines were

© 81111 heavily cengaged with dug-in enbmy troops in thoe
city of lloi An, soutlh of Da Nang. Initial rcports
show 52 Communists killed thus far in ‘the sharp
fighting thore,

II Corps

ke L T

14, Two battalions of cnemy troops continue to
control Kontum city, Roports yesterday that the city
had been cleared were apparently incorrect. The MACV
compound is said to be still under attack but holding
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!
out against the cnemy. About 150 Communists have been =
yeportedly involved in the fighting, Allied rein-
forcements from the US 4(h Infantyry Division‘aro pro-
sontly en route to Kontunm, i
15. ' The situation in the coastal city oi Phan
Thict remains unclear, Large numberls of enemy troops
- arce apparcenily in control of strategic positions
within the city., The two battalions of the North
Vietnamese 18B Regiment which hit Nha Trang have now
been driven from the city leaving séome 70 dead behind.
The enemy force des{royed the s¢éctor headquarters '
-and had captured tho province hcadqu11texs and radio
Blntion ,

16, Sppradic fighting also céhtinues in Qui
Nhou with the radio station and railroad depot still
in cnemy hands, Light fighting was’'also reported
outside Tuy Hoa, but the situation there appears to .
be under control. ’
1T

—North Viotntzmese underwater
demolition Leams werc reported to be operating in the

Canp Ranh ‘Bay area, At least one of these men has 5
fbhuevn captured, . Tho prisoner clazmed he participated :

in the attack on a Norwegian tanker early on 31 Jan-

uary, during which the vesscl was damaged by an ex-

plosion. , !
DNZ Area ‘ ' i'

18. The area immediately south of the Demilitarized
Zone remains relatively quiet with US Marine patrols
reporting light, sporadic contact thn small enemy
units, Evidencc of the intonsc enemy buildup through—
out the area continues, however, !

;

19, ,l.,)@)(q)
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20, A succosstul US strike ﬁgalnst the
Nortih Vietnamese command group in'Laos could
~eantly affect the devel i "
in thoe Khe >

21. A US Marine patrol obsefvod four to five
surfacc-to-air (SAM) missile launéhing sites in tho
Demilitarized Zone approximatcly six miles northwest
of Con Thien on 29 January. "The positions werc ap-
parently close to a state of .operational readiness )
-as alr sirikes directed at thom’ resulted in nine
socondary explosions. !

] . i
Other Related Developments I ’

. 22, Communist radio in both South and Noxth
Viotnam is continuing to play up the curront enemy
offensive, According to the cnemy broadcasts, cexten-
sive damage was inflicted on the allies in the Baigon
areca, During upcoming days, the Communists can be .

. expected to taut their raids as a ' great victory both
among their own forces and to the' people at large in
Bouth Vietnam, 4n the hopo of bolktering rank and
filc moralc and 1ntimidating the uncommitted populace,
> i CT
23, Communis{ commontators hbroad are utilizing
the cncmy assaults as a basis for' claims that they
'give the lie" to US assertions that the allies are .
- on the way to victory in Victnam.' "According to a“Moscow
- commentator in a 31 January account, the strength of
the enomy attacks demonstrates tho rutility of the con-
Linued allied effort to "sctitle tpo Vietnam problem
* through war." The implication of his remarks is that
the US should modorate its policy 4in & mannor suffi- ’
cient to bLring about a political solution to tho con-
flict. y
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The Situation in South Vietnam No. b
(As of 12 NOON EST)

The focus of Communist military action appears
to have shifted back to the northern part of the
couniry-on the night of 31 Januvary. Major thrusts )

- were mounted against cities "along the contyral coast. It ap-.
pears possiblo that the enemy is attempting to whip !
saw the.allied reaction, perhaps in the hope of im- ) "
peding the friendly reaction,

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

Hore fighting, however, is also reported in the
Saigon aren, while some of the Delta towns are ap-
parently also still under enemy ptressure. Reports
indicated that {resh enemy attacks were expected in 4
some areas of the Delta on the night of 31 January.

Saigon: Informafion on the situation in
the city has Deen reported through about 10 PM local
-Saigon time 31 January. In general the scene of the
action has shifted to the southwest part of the town,
with Communist elements dug in and apparently beseiged
- &t various points, including the bhank of the Kinh Doi
river and possibly the An Quang pagoda, Other fight-
iopg is also reported in the Gia Dinh sector near
Ton Son Nhut airfield. Friendly air action has ap- . £
parently been conducted in this area and has resulted : E
in at least one fire in a residential section. E

2. It is not clear whether the fighting now re-
ported in Saigon represents the rear guard action of
retreating Communist elements, or the attempted
entr . new Communist components into the arca.
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3. The only ground fighting possibly still
. underway in the central city area was rgported dur-
ing the afternoon of the 3lst (local Saigon time) in
the area of the presidential palace where police were
said to have trapped and beseiged some VC remnants
1n a residential home, .

4. MACYV also. reports that about 10 PM local
Saigon time, small arms fire was occurring in the
“vieinity of Ambassador Bunker's quarters and that
twvo claymore mines had apparently been set off in the
general vicinity.

S A # —

5. It appears that American casualties in the
attack on the US Embassy may have been higher than
earlier reported., At least 4 US military police -
were killed and possibly over 20 wounded. One Marine
vas flso killed and 7 wounded,

6. In the attack on the main Saigon radio sta-
tion, the enemy apparently penetrated the building.
Reportedly, tho enemy intended to broadcast a message
of general revolt to the local populace. The encmy
reportedly seized several other radio stations in
the attacks on central coastal cities on 30 January,
He probably also intended to use these facilities to
broadcast calls for support from the populace at
large. There is no detailed information as yet on
this aspect, however,

7. The Delta: No major new attacks have been
reported In the Delta area in information received
“through about 10 PM local time on 31 January. The
situation in various provincial capitals, however,
is not yet wholly clear. It appears that the enemy
offensive in this area also involved numerous attacks
on smaller district towns and allied facilities, some
of which were reportedly overrun. Following is the
current situation in the Delta towns and provinces
for which some detaniled information is availabloe:
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LYJDON BAINES JOHMNSON LIBRARY !



https://populo.co

7. 8oc Trang (Ba Xuyen Pro?ince) On the late

afternoon-of the 31st, light fighting was reportiedly
6111l going on in this town, with more expected to-
night, The airficld at Soc Trang was attacked, ap-
pareutly on the 3lst.

" B, Bac Lieu (Bac Liu Province' The town was
quict on the afternoon of the 3lst after a mortar and
small arms attack. Possibly there was no ground
probe in this area.

9. Co Mau (An Xuyen): Some firing was still
going on in Ca Mau on the afternoon of 31 January,
but was reported sporadic. More- fightingwas expected
at night.

L]
10. Can Tho (Phuong Dinh Province): This town
was under Iriendly control on the afternoon of 31
January, but heavy fighting was reported throughout
parts of the province., The VC possibly still held
-8 few strongpoints in the town, including one pagoda,

11. Rach Gia (Kien Giang Province): The situa-
tion had seti{led down here on the affernoon of the
31st after a day of spoxadic moztar and small arms
fire. ,

. 12. My Tho (Dinh Tuong Proﬁince): On the after-

noon of the 31sl the situation was improving, although
sone firing was still reported. Heavy mancuver activ-
ity was also reported throughout the province. The
district town of Cai Be was mortared.

13, Ben Tre (Truc Giang): "In this capital of
Kien Hoa Province the VC penetxated the city and on-
gaged the ARVN in street fighting. The enemy had :
been driven to the outskirts of the town. The District

towns ‘of Ba Tri and Binh Dai in Kian Hoa were also .t
mortavred,

. 14, Tra Vinh (Vinh Binh Province): On the
evening of the 31st, “some local US authorities con-
gidered the situation "serious" and had requested
troops from the ARVN 9th Division.

COW
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15. Vinh Long Province: Qn estimated 3 oneny
companies were involved in the attack on the Vinh
. Long air basc., Five aircraft were damaged. The B
district town of Vinh Liem in this province was :
ropurtedly overrun,

- 16, Chau Phu (Chan Doc onvince) According
to an unconfirmed report, this provincial town had
boen overrun on the 31st. The deputy province chief
was reported missing. Reinforcemenis were enroute,
and all US civilians were being evacuated,
Ist Corps Area

17, Quang Tri City: COmmunlsL forces have
réportedly occupied positions to the north, east,
and west of the Quang Tri provincial capital,
"and 8 major assault was expected on the night of
31 January. An enemy battalion which entered the
city during the night of 30 January has been driven
to the suburbs by ARVN reaction forces. Three ARVN
battalions are prescently on the north side of the
city with another allied battalion in position to the
east. The security situation is still considered
in good shape, under the prevailing circumstances.

18. - Hue: According to m&év nllied forces
are in full control of the Thua Thien provincial
capital and the situation there 'is relatively
quiet,

. There had been earlior fragmentary reports
from tho field that at least two Viet Cong sappor
companies had penetrated the Hue citadel, were.
patrolling sireets inside the citaudel, and had
hoisted a Viet Cong flag atop the main cifadel
building.

19. Da Nang: Small arms,'mortar, and
artillery continued through the night of 30-
31 January south of Da Nang city where the
US Marine airbase near Marble Mountain absorbed
it{s second consecutive rocket attack. Da Nang
airbase is fully operative after brief closure
for civilian traffic on the morning of 30 Janmary,
There have been no Vict Cong-initiated incidents
or acts of torrorism within Da Nang city itself.
Demonstrations and - a rally were instigated by
the enemy on 30 January at Tin Hoa Pagoda in
an attempt to persuade participants that the

-4-
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Viet Cong had won a significant victory and taken
over the city. This enemy propaganda play generated
little popular support, and GVN authorities made a
- number of arrests., C

US muthorities in Da Nang feel the Viet Cong
attack against Da Nang city failed in its initial
"thrust, and has reduced oncmy capabilities in the
area to mortar/rocket harassment of military
targets combined with isolated and uncoordinated
sapper-typo actions. s

.+ 20. Quang Nam: South: Korean forces have
apparently dislodged an estimated force of 300
Viet Cong lheavily dug-in and interspersed with
the civilian population at the oast end of Hoi
An, the Quang Nam provincial capital., The city
has been declared under allicd control,

21. Quang Tin: The provincial capital of
Tam Ky camé under heavy morter, small arins, and
groul attack early on 31 January by elements of
the 21st NVA Regiment reinforced by two additional
NVA battalions. The attack was repulsed, however,
with enemy losses reported in excess of 400 killed
(body count), tho majority of whom were young boys.
Although the situation is now relatively quiet,
Commun.st forces remain on the ocutskirts of Tam
Ky, with further enemy offcnsive activity antici-
pated on the night of 31 January.

22. Quang Ngai City: The Quang Ngai provin-
cial capital, along with thrce nearby district -
hcadquarters, came under heavy dnemy attack dur-

.. ing the early morning hours of 31 January. Ac-
“cording to late reports, the assault was repulsed,
with very heavy Viet Cong and rélatively light
allied casualties resulting. Elenents of the 2nd
ARVN Division have been committed to bolster tle
area defonscs, B8Small pockets of encmy troops are
apparently still active in the .¢ity, but they _
are believed to pose no serious threat at this time,

The Central Highlands

23. Kontum City: Tho situation remains
unclear; however, at last report two enemy
battalions continued to control the Kontum pro-
vincial capital. Tactical air gitrikes have been
launched against a concentration of some 600~700

* - 5 -
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cnemy to the northeast of the cfﬁy. Conmunist losses :
. are now reported to .number nearly 300 killed, . !

24. Pleiku City: The Pleiku provincial capital
is reported quiet and apparently under allied control.
Elements of the 22nd ARVN Ranger Battalion are re-
ported in sporadic contact with an unknown size Com-
munist force outside the city.

. 25, Ban Me Thuot: While the 31 January attacks

- against the MACV compound and airfield at the Darlac
provincial capital were both successfully repulsed, the
overall security situation remains unclear,

Central Coastal Provinces

26, Qui Nhon: BSouth Korean forces have secured
the radio station and South Viotnamese special forces
have secured the railroad station, However, sporadic
moxtar and small arms fire continues.tio be reported
throughout the Binh Dinh provincial capital,

27, Phu Cati!: On 31 January, Phu Cat subsector
headquarters received heavy mortar bombardment followed
by ground attack, with VC sappers penctrating the com-
pound, Contact continues,

28, 'Nha Trang: The Khanh hoa provincial capital

is reported quiet and under allied control, Allied - .

reaction forces are continuing to press pursuit o# !
ead-

tions against a two-battalion force from the NVA
Regiment which yesterday captured the provincial
-quarters and radio station and destroyed the sector
headquarters, Bcattered enemy sniping continues on the
outskirts of the city. .

29, Tuy Hoa: The Phu Yen provincial capital is
reported under allied control, although sporadic fight-
ing continues in outlying areas, A captive from the

NVA 5th Division has stated that his parent unit--the

Sth Battalion/NVA 85"B" Regiment--was committed in its
entirity to the attack against Tuy Hoa, and that the bat-
talion commander was killed, Enemy losses at Tuy Hoa
thus far include 76 killed, S

30, Phan Thiet: -An estiméted two enemy battaltions’
under cover of heavy mortar fire, penetrated the outer
defenses of the provincial capital of Binh Thuan, The

-6-
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city is undexr heavy mortax fire, ' Heaviest action con-
tinues to focus on the MACV compound,

US personnel

repoxrt that VC within the city have been seen chang-

ing into civilian clothes,
of withdrawal from the city.

US airborne and ARVN
reaction forces are attempting to bloc enemy routes
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- Other Related Developments

81, Communist propaganda is continuing to give
heavy play to the upsurge in military activity in the
South and stressing that it shows the US cannot ac-
complish its objectives. The unstated, but clear im-
plication, is that the US must resort to a political

conmpromise.,

32. Hanol has made no attempt, however, to por-
tray the current offensive as a conclusive or final
stage in the struggle, but is treating it as further
proof that Communists forces hold the initiative and
etill are able to launch large-s¢ale, coordinated at-
tacks. A broadcast on 31 January said the upsurge in
Communist military activity is a continuation of suc-

_cess achieved during the past month.

33. There has been no Chinese Commuunist com-
mentary on the situation as yet. Soviet broadcasts,

. bowever, are carrying both Western and Vietnanmese

Semmem mEmas w8 4

Communists accounts of the action and stressing the
us predicanent. A commentary in Pravda on 31 January
6475 the Communist have launched a “new major offen-

i"1 which disproves '"US prOpaganda" that Viet Cong
foxf;s are "depleted."

“". 34. First accounts from the French press take
tho line that by launching a "gener.l offensive® the
Communists have again successfully demonstrated their
nilitary capabilities and shown that the US has reached
au "impasse," .

T
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Thers have been no major changes in the military
sltuation siunce 7 A,M, this morning, although a Iaw
new attacks havs bheen reported.

L]

I Corvns : ;@
= i
1. Eneny forces hit the US liarine installations
( at Pau Bzl with about 8 rounds of 140-mun, rocket fire
on the morning c¢f 1 February. Thoy 2lso seized con- "
=4 y Yy

trol of Phw Loc, a district capital near the Quang
Nem = Thaua Thien provincial bordier z2long Route 1.
¥

2, The situvation in Hue is stiil unclear, al-
though- one report states that the ailies have retaken
most of the city., It aprears, however, thati euneny
forces may still contirol muchh of the citadel area--
& traditional military strongpoint,’

L] r

. II Corys |

s

: - 3. Eneny forces estimated &t company size 2t- -
; - tacked Dalat in Tuyen Duc Province early on 1 February. ‘
They hit an MP billet, soized the market place and

a numbe:r of civilian hostezes and are szid to be
largely in coatrol of at least the coenier ¢f the.
town., The onemy action against Dalzat could have an
important psycholozical eifect on thre South Vielnan-
ese, since tho town {to some extent has been an alior=-
nate rosicdential-area fcr South Visinonese leaders,
and has not beon the scens of military action for son

o”
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4, XIn Kontwa, at least one NoXth Vietnamese
battalion is still entrenched in sironzvoints in
the city. ¥riendly forces still control 21l the
military compounds, lhowever,

: :
5. In'Ban e Thuot, eiements of the 33rd NVA
Regiment, apparently in conjunction with Viet Cong
local forces, ares continuing to occupy significant
poriions of the Darlac provincial capital,
R %

IXTI Corns .

6. A ground attack was launched on tho Cu Chi
District{ hezdguarters on 1 February; but fziled to
paheirate the nain defenses, Leter, a 350 round
rocket and mortar atiack was initiated egainst the
nearby ineadguarters of the US 25th Division., DPer-
sonnel casualties in the latier asshult were light;
there is no rovort of material damage,

7. In Sazigon, sniper firs continues throuzhout
. the city, but no major new enemy initiatives have
beoen revorted, :

IV Corns

8. Another enemy attack was apparently launched
in Ben Tre, cavital of Kien Hoa on 1 Februazry, Con-
siderable destruction was gpvarently inflicted on the
buildings and homes in the city, and heavy casualties
were apparentily sustained by the civilian populace.

8. Some additional ground probes against delta
towns .on 1 February have been reported, but details
are lacking, -

10, The friendly situation irm My Tho, which was
under neavy mortar and ground attack &t noon on tha
1st, has reportedly "improvaed."

11, No addition2l, confirmed information is
available on the situation in Chau 'Pau which was
reportedly in Viet Cong hands on the 31st,

.
- .
-
.
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Other Related Developments

12, The Vietnamese Comnmunis{s are now poriray-
ing thelr current offensive as an all-out effoxrt to
destroy the Thieu goverament and r piace it with a
Conmunist-controlled administration, They are try-
ing to give the impression that their efortis are
winning widespread popular support and that a new

adninistrative ayparatus is being saL up to manage
the seizure of power, .

13. A statenment issuea by the bieu Conz head- .
quarters on 31 January says the time' has arrived for
a ''general offensive'" aimed at topplinz the Saigon
regime. The statement asserts that & government will
be set up "which will be entire;y ours " ané calls on
the peoplilec to join in the efiort of »ryznw "to win
victory at any cost - . : .

14, Thero aroe no signs so far that the Commy-
nists have, in fact, been successful in rallying
significant populaxr suowor‘ for their current effoxs.
Both Haroi and Viet Ccmrr alabel garda however, are
tryingz to counvey the impression tha t the time is now
ripe for brin*irg about a solution to tho conflict
in accord with the program of the National Liberzation
Front. The propaganda plays down the 1role of th2
Liberation Front itself, and asseris that other grouns
are demanding a8 new administé:ation based on Fiont ob-
jectives., The Communists say an organization called
the "Alliance of National and Peace Forces' has become
a rallying.point for coordinating political action.
Communist broadcasts claim there has been an enthusias-
tic popular respvonse to a call from the "alliznce'
demanding that the US withdraw and end the war, and
that negotiations boe conducted with The National

Liberation Front for restoring peace and bringing about

"independonce and sovereigaty"' for the South,

L}
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Thc Situation in South Vietnam No. 8
(As of 7:00 A.Ti EST)
!

1. Thoe Communist Tet offcnsivc continued into
4ts fourth day with Communist forces resisting al-
lied mopping-up operations within, or on the out-
skirts of key cities throughout’'South Vietnam. The
fighting dn Saigon is subsiding; however, tho Com-
munists still maintain strong positions iu the prov-

- dncial capitals of Hue, Kontum,;Ban Me Thuot, Da Lat,
* and sovoral cities in the delta provinces,

a b1 "

2. Enemy losses continue to soar with US mili-
tary authorities in Saigon claiming well over 10,000
Communists killed in tho fxrst three days of fight-
ing. An additional 3,000 suspect Communists have
reportedly been detained By conirast only some
1,700 individual and crew-scrved enemy weapous have
beon recovered in the fighting. ' Friendly losses now
total 559 killed (232 US) and fome' 2,300 wounded
(1,000 us).

- |

Baigon i

' 3. Baigon was relatively quiet during the

- night of 1-2 February. In early morning action,
howevor, the Viet Cong overran two South Vietnamese
‘police precinct stations., Sporadic firing was re-
ported at several othexr points in the city and
fighting continued early this morning near Tan Son
Nhut airbase just northwest of tho capital, Only
limited aircraft traffic was permitted at the air-
field due to reports of an imminent rocket attack,
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4. Available evidence indicates that the enenmy
troops involved in the Saigon area were mostly in
the 16 to 18 age bracket and were woll armed with
modern automatic rifles and rocket launchers Sov-
eral prisoners stated that they had infiltrated into

the city in eivilian clothes wherd they were armed

from weapons caches which had bech set up well in
advance, The enemy in Saigon did not appear to Le
well trained, although their morale was high in the

oarly stages of the fighting.

5. 8Several enemy units in the city have been

tontativoly identificd as Viet Copi units from the
Mekong Deltn and from as far west as Tay Ninh Prov-

ince, Reports of - Noxth Vietuameso units in the
Saigon fighting have not been confirmed, but north-
erners assigned to nearby Viet Cong unxts as cadre
and fillers possibly participated. L

L3eE @
C_

I Corps

7. The city of Hue is atill the focal point
of stubboran enemy resistance in South Vietnam's
northern I Corps area, The rest of the major cities
in the northern provinces are under the control of

- allied forces, although scattered attacks were con-

ducted against some of them on 142 February.

8. Hue: The two-square-mile, valled citadel
area is sTlITl partially occupied by encmy forces
this morning. Two South Vietnamese armored battalions
are commited to tho clearing operations around the
citadel, and a US 1st Air Cavalry 'hattalion may be
added to the effort. Three othor South Vietnamese
battalions have cncountered stiff enemy resistanco.
in clearing operations in some areas on the outskirts
of the city. All US and South Vietnamesc installa-
tions within Ilue remain under allied control.

i Ccory
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9. Cam Lv: The Combined AcLiOn Platoon Head-
quarters at Cam Lo was attackod with mortar and

small arms fire early today. Thé enecmy was forced
to withdraw after .2 heavy six-hoﬁr battle.

10, Phu Loc: The Phu Loc ﬁzea located some
25 miles south of Illue,was subjected to a day-long
-attack, which ended late last night, - The Phu Loc
District lleadquarters and village were reported secure;
however, a sizeable onemy threat is belicved still in
the general arca, According to an unconfirmed report,
tho US Marine base¢ at Phu Loc was overrun at one point
in the fLighting. :

i

11, Tam Ky and Quang Ngai:' Both of these prov-
incial capi{als were attacked by Communist mortarmen
during the night of 1-2 February. The bombardment
of Tam Ky reportedly included artillery fire. No
reports of casualtics or damage hnvo been receivead,

12, Duy Xuycn: This dxstriot capital located
geveral milés southwest of llodi An in coastal Quang
Nam Province was reported still under the control
of an unknown-sized enemy force.' 'A South KXorean
‘brigade has moved into the area in preparation for
A counterattack later today,

1
II Corps :
L}

13, Kontum: Tho most sorious threat in the
I1I Corps area continues to exist in the city of
Kontum in the westem highlnuds. The ‘encny con-
tinues attacks in and around the city, and has es-
tablished strongpoints in several 'buildings, in-
cluding pagodas and churches. An entire North
Vietnanese battalion is stilll bolieved in control
of approximately half of tho city' The airfield
has been cloared out is now open to emergency
traffic. .

14, Ban Me Thuot: At lnst report, elements
of the Norih Vietnamose 33rd Regimout werc still
occupying most of the city. Two South Vietnumese
23rd Infantry Division battalions, together with US

. units, arc attempting to regain tontrol of the city.

Tho airfield is still opon, but has l'een hit by
mortar and small arps fire.
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15. Da Lat: At last report,’Communist forces
still hold the market place in the center of town
as woll as scattered strongpoints within the city,
South Vietnamese forces are leading the effort to
drive thou attackers out of the city.

16, Tan An: A total of 208 eneny troops wore
reported kiilod during a fiuvrce two-hour batilo yos-
terday, when they attemptod to overrun this village
which -i8 located some 15 miles southwest of Pleiku.

The village was dofended by South Vietnamese irregulars
who sustained light losses, :

17. Phan Thioet: Heavy figﬂting was still re-
ported from this coastal provincial capital through
the mid-morning of 2 February. The MACV and Sector
Headquarters compounds have not yet come under attack,
U§ and Bouth Vietnamose troops have established a
blocking position and are prescently attempting to

sweep through the city in an effort to drive the
attackers out. .

. !
III Corps :
18, To the north of Saigon in III Corps--the

area where the current Communist campaign has so

far been the lightest--several new attacks were
reported during the night of 1-2 February., Xuan Loec,
the capital of Long Khanh Province, was under heavy
attack throughout the night, One Viet Cong platoon
ponetirated into the town, but by morning allied reac-
tion troops had cleared them out, First reports indi-
cated that US and South Vietnamese casualties were
light in the action, Other enemy assaults and mortar
attacks occurred in Phuoc Tuy, Hau Nghia, and Tay
Ninh but few details were available,

IV Cotps 1

19. In the Mekong Delta, ﬁharp fighting con-
tinues within sevoral provincial capitals and 2 num- >
ber of smaller towns, , :

t
20. Some 700-800 Viot Cong ere still believed
to bo inside Ben Tre, the capital of Kien Hoa Prov-
incoe, .where two companies of the US 9th Infantry
Division companies have arrived to ruinforce AREE
PY
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forces, Heavy fipghting occurred during the night in
the provincial capital of Vinh Long. A US Navy patrol
boat basc in the city was overran but later retaken

by South Vietnamese forces, ' . ;

2)1. Allied {roops were Rlso engaged with Viet
Cong forces 4in Can Tho, My Tho and Moc Boa, the
capital of Xion Tuong Province,” The latter city was
undexr heavy morfar and rocket attack ecarly this
worning. The Viot Cong were reported using loud-

- speakers to appeal to ARVN troops to lay  down their

arms,

-Prospects_for tho Immediate Future

.- 22, The situation reported at 8a Dec is char-
acteristic of many arcas in South Vietnam, where
enemy forces huve been pushed out of the urban area.
but continue to maintain positions on strategic ground
nearby, It seems possible that, in some areas, the
Communist units will attempt to renew their attacks
on urhan areag, or will atteanpt 4£p remain nearby in .
an effort to keop the situation tense and the populace
1ntimidated . ;

23. Although the enemy uuitb so far involvod

in the current action have raportedly taken heavy
losses in some of the fighting, it appears certain
that the enemy high command was fully prepared to
sacrifico these units tn their entirety, if necessary,
in order to carry out the offensive, This would
strongly suggest that the enemy bhas not thrown his

- full weight into the current effort, but that it is
-rather a careful, sclective application of his power,

In the bitterly contested fighting in Hue, for ex-
amplo, only elements of the North Vietnamese 6th
Rogiment have been identificd, along with a few,
possible local force elements, This would indicate, .
in view of the standard OB for the area, that at least
one other full NVA regiment 4s in this sector, and

"at least three other regiments within 20 miles,

24, Although the Communﬁsts are probably in-

‘capable, in the immediate future, at least, of again
mounting a coordinated attack against so0 many targets

as in the past four days, thoy do appear to have
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" tho necessary punch in reserve to keep up heavy pres-

sure on selected semi-urban and urban areas for a

“considerable period. Prospects for guch enemy pres— - °

sure appear good,

. 1

25, Khe Banh: The situation in the Khe 8Sanh
arca of wesiern Quang Tri Province remains static,
The US Marino garrisoh there received & light
attack durfng the night. Adcording to
& prisoner, however, tho second phase of t
Khe Sanh offensive will begin on 3 February with
“artillory, tanks, and twice as many troops,"
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- Directorate of Intelligonce
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INTELLIGENCE MEMNORANDUM

-The Situation in South Vietnam No. ©
(As of 11:30 AN, EST)

1. The Communists aro continuing to apply heavy
pressure against a number of major population centers
-and their surrounding environs throughout the four
. corps areas of South Vietnam, The allied military position
appears to be most critical in Hue, Kontum, Ban Me
Thuot, Da Lat, and Ben Tre. There are indications
that the Communists are planning renewed attacks in
the Saigon area, although the situation at present
remains relatively stable,

I Corps

2, Tighting continues in Hue as US and South
Vietnamese troops press against Communist forces who
continue to offer stiff rcsistanca within the citadel
and in scattcx

II Corps

3. In the western highlands, the allied situa-
tion remains most critical at Ban Me Thuot and Kontum
. City, where regimental-sizod North Vietnamese forces

' continue their occupation of major portions of both
cities and surrounding environs. Civilian casualties
continue to mount in both areas, largely because of
allied air strikes against enemy units holed up in
heavily populatcd sections. Enemy forces have also
resumed battalion-sized or larger attacks against
Pleiku City.
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4. In the coastal provinces of II Corps, North
Vietnamose forces apparently continue to maintain a
major presence in Da Lat and Phan Thiel, the capitals
of Tuyen Duc and Binh Thuan provinces, respectively.
No major fighting has been reported in Khanh Hoa
Province, the scene of recent heavy enemy activity.

Saigon and III Corps
S.

6. To the north of Saigon in the III Corps area

there were no new attacks on 2 February, however, there

are indications that the capitals of Tay Ninh, Binh
Long, and Phuoc Long provinces flong the Cambodian
border may be the next targets to come under attaclk.
Some 4,000 refugees have been generated in the Bien
Hoa city area, where fighting in recent days has re-
sulted in heavy damage to civilian housing. .

IV Corps

7. The Communists continue to apply pressure
against several provincilal capitals and key areas
according to information as of 1800 Saigon time on
2 February. The most critical area appears to be
Ben Tre where heavy fighting i1s taking place. The
eneny controls most of the city. S8poradic sniper
fire and fighting in the outskirts is reported
in Can .Tho, Moc Hoa, Soc Trang and My Tho, VC ele-
ments remain in the immediate vicinity of Can Tho,
Camau, and Rac Gia and additional attacks are ex-
pocted, There is no further information on the
situation at Vinh Long.
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Btatus of Enemy Forces

. 8. Available evidence indicates that the Com-
munists retain major combat elements in I and II
Corps which have not been committed in their current
offensive effort., The situation in III and IV Corps
is less clear, but is probably substantially the same.
In I and II Corps tho remaining units are capable of
launching additional strong attacks in certain areas
and can also reinforce the current assaults.

D. Eneny strength along the Demilitarized Zone
and in northern Quang Tri Province remains consider-
able--up to four divisions, There are indications
that two battalions participated 1 tacks on Quang
Tri City and major elements of thelﬁNorth Vietnam-
ese Regiment were involved in heavy ghting at Hue,
It appears that two North Vietnamese regiments and
several independent and local force battalions are
5ti11 available in the northern coastal provinces,

regions, elements of the North Vietnamese Divi-
slon have been joined by al force units in attacks
at Da Nang, Hoi An and Tam Ky &nd scattered actions
in the countryside, At least two regiments and prob-
ably as many battalions fymain uncommitted 1n this
area,

10. In the Quang Naﬁnd Quang Tin Province
c

11, The picture in Quang Ngai is not clear,
However, it appears the enemy has used at least ele-
ments from many of his seven battalions hore at this
Juncture,

12, In astal II Corps, the situation is uneven.
Most of theﬁ North Vietnamese Division and soveral
local force talions are still avai le for action.
Further south, about one-half of theﬂh‘orth Vietnam-
ese Division has been idontified at oa and Nha
Trang, while the majority of enemy local force strength

here has been committed.

only a small percentage of the Front combat power
has participated. Up to five r@giments and a few more -
soparate battalions remaln uncomnitted and available
..dn ‘the western central highlands,

13. Despite heavy fightilﬂt Kontum and Pleiku,
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Political Developments

14, Vietnamese Communist propaganda on the Tet
offensive in employing a strong anti-American thene
in an effort to rally popular support for Communist
objectives, Broadeasts by both Hanoi and the Libera-
tion Front have characterized the current offensive
a8 primarily directed toward ridding the country of
the US "imperialists"” and their Saigon *"lackeys.”
The program of the Liberation Front is singled out as
the guide to achieving these objectives,

15. A Front broadcast on 1 February pitched the
anti-American appeal directly to South Vietnamesc
armed forces and police personnecl, After painting a
black picture of American involvement in South Vietnam,
it told thesc people that their "golden chance' to
contribute to the salvation of their country had come
and urgently called on them to "resist the Americans.
The broadcast reminded them that the program of the
Front contains provisions for rewarding those who
Join the Communist cause as well as those who cooperate i
in the anti-American struggle, even if they do not Jjoin |
the Communists now, The broadcast stresscd the need
for immediate action, saying that the "situation is
urgent and time does not wait."” i

_ 16, The theme that the offensive represents a
groundswell of popular sentiment favoring an anti- :
American struggle was also underscored in a 2 Feb- ’ i
ruary article in the Ianoi party daily Nhan Dan,

The article claimed that the offensive showed the 5
strength of the revolution and of the "national
union" resisting tho US "aggressors', all of which
-4t said is in line with the Front's program. Front
statements discussing the formation of new popular
front Yalliances" in Hue and Saigon have stressed
that their first objective is to opposc the US,
bring about the withdrawal of US troops, and to

" negotiate with the Liberation Front,.

17. The attempt to characterize the Communist
military offensive as a broad, patiriotic uprising
against the US and Saigon regime was carried further
in special Viet Cong and Liberation Front statemenis
on 1 February,
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18, The Viet Cong issued a "special communique®
describing the "insurrectional atmosphere of the
masses,” and claiming that the nationwide attacks were
an “irrepressible uprising of tens of millions of
poople’” bent on & common course of "national libera-
tion." Xt said 'that although the recent fighting oc-
" curred for only a short tine, it provided a hasis
€Or continued military successes throughout the coun-

ry.

18, Nguyen Huu Tho, head of the National Libera-
tion Front, wrapped himself in the same patriotic, anti-
American robes in a special appeal carried by Hanoi
radioc on 2 February., Tho's appeal was addressed to
South Vietnamese military and civilian personnel and
called on them to join in a common struggle against
the US and the Baigon regime, The Front's "only and
highest goal', ho said is the 'save the country." -
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1., Tho Vioeincmeze Counmunistis Wy be trying te
put together sone new kind of political Jacade 1o
back up cloims that their curront offeonsive has =
touched off 2 popular unrigsing in favor of objec-
. tives long smought by the Comaunistis.

. 2. f%he Vict Cong radio on 2 Fehruary nra“cca v ' ~ -
eS "1“3"1" fren the "hu._o"al Leedersiin Committiew"

of tihic new organizetion called the "Aliiance a* Na-
tional and ¥Peace Torces.! The appeal is dated 39
canuary to coinzide with the nationwide surge of
Communist atiacks which began then., The appoal is
desizned To show that a popular "ravoluticn” has
Porciten cut.” It cails on &ll eciemonts of the
Socuth Victnapese ponuilation to join the *ranks of
the »peonle! and says that w2 must 2t cnce sot up

& rovolutionary govern.vrt." The goals of tho :
YAliianca' ere said to inciude overthrowing the ‘ )
. Baigzon réeginse and replacing it with a Mrealily” :

-, Fe
e

rev"ﬁaentﬁt*ve "séninistrative pewer," recoveriag
not‘on incenencence by doeadnding the withdrawal

of tue Uh end Ln'wcg the war, building &n independent,
democeretic, and neacral Sou‘r Vie “ﬁﬂm, «nu ncboui‘ting :
with the.n“.ionh, Liberation Trout to achiove these =
‘gOaLs,

PN

3. It is difficulit to poévesive how che new
"Al,xance" w 211 he anv r:ra usoful o the Comnwunistis
than the onal Liboraticon Frouvv dtsell in &ccom-

'p‘i:niu" Co"* mist ooﬂe tives. T?c FTront's basic
waalness siace it was Formed in late 1060 has bacCOPY
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Bltu.“uh it iz prc*c-*td &S & “uaﬁl&ﬁﬁ_“
Comuunist Lreoddgansie have referred supeci
to &iliances in the cities of Saigon and
8. There ara-ns gztills atout the
in Bh~goh. & ianoci Lrcadceest renoried i
meat &nd sz2id it iesusd & menifesto, Ea
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Van Lao, & coctor ©f cihncicpyy &ad =rcic
ané 2uvo universities. 3o xoportelly re
.

over Ewo raidio.

; B, Le Van dac szzns to Ls 2
cal nonentity o¢ Shue Bans strin: found t
sanks of the Nationsl bau&_nvioﬁ B3paro ) o5 rIR
In thc 1868 BuddhistT stxuggie wmovezent a

risaneﬁ.fo" hla 32::131:3:; i Detneoa
of taat year, Jieg hias &lso quﬁ aentioned

LR T Lfal TR Fa bt u - T 2 ke
with SThe Runp Viet Farly, & small, 1lizil
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7. Little iz kacwn of Yoo's infiue
Vietnam or even &t Hus Univerzity, but h
to genoerate sone = £or his Mallian

miversity studenis, have frezueatly
in antigevernmaent agitation., There is n
that Hao hos had &v Conz or Libgration
nocticits, but thic is possiblo dn wisw of
parentily ioftist,; antigovornoaat tendencle

8, The eneny moy believe thes v s
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&N noutoiiity i o nama ol & now orga
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or the libkeration S“QJU; they can muster
sunnort o Theiw "-chtivea Lunn shar
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gone rosl sopulzy entiusiasa and ferreting out solid
political suppcrt LN CrCer 1O Ccredatl & power Lasce,
O, It also is counceiveabhlo wnat, oven L3 Lhe
Conmmunists do not »ally nmuch bu“PO““ for the “aliiz
they might try <o dashion &n administration structu
tec pase oY as & "eoalition govu-:mcnt"——ua Chiuetiv

frequently mentioned in cadtured documents as & goxl

=¥ %

D

p.n ‘-.

2 the "wintor-svring' canpoign., This could oventually

Livolve stiaging some kind of “ucgot;atio""" Betwes:

e Front and groups represonted by the "Alliance.”

vae ensuing "eoalition" ccouid ithen be presentad as
the Yreal! povernmont of Socuth Vietnam. The Zo
have avoicded such 2 courso with the Front 25&1
procumably because Lhe Front's failure to devsi

cliticail hLasce mokes i =0 patently a crezture of the
Communists.,

‘has boeen no signifiernt chanze in
itary siztuwation.

11, XHue continues to be the focal woint of hec
enemy mressure in I Corp . & large concentrztion of
Communlat Lroops has bLeen zeported massing for an &t-
tack against QUuug Ngal uzty. This 1s" unconiirmed,
h0W°er Da ¥ang Air Bise has again bzen subjected
to 12£—mh. rocket fire

i2., Rogimental-s
bl ) coat;nt*:g to oeeu:

c' No"“h Vietnanezse foices
fve creas of Wontum

10 w “* rn ni"hmahﬁs, with

both cities. XIn cozstal

ll\i |-l.

-

v

'
.

heavy fighting reporeed 2
I Corps, hoavy *1gat:rﬂ

.P:zc. thrao Viet Cong batia

thie Binh Thuan provicees ¢

a:*n::r*&

tion
pital of Phan Thioct.

-
~ o

. 3. In 1IX Corss, tho “sv¢hcih¢ anitals ef
Huan Loc and Ba Riz arc resoxriod tobho u“ca: hoavy
Communist sttack, with thie latier city at loast &0

nt under enemy control. Wiile rno subscantinl
inp i cuvrentiy undorway in the Saigon are:x,
thore arg resorts Thtt azjor corceantrations ol o"h:y
forces havo ‘n4ilt:at;a intc ihe southorn poopyion oI

tho capitzl and into the Now Toit aLyNDUD BAINES:iEi3DY Ly

@ast, Those renoris aroe unconiirmed, howavar,

stwaeen allied redaciion Torces
fons continues in and around
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THE WHITE HOUSE

wkSHlHQTOH

Friday, February 2, 1968

9:16 PM

Mr. President:

Mr. Rostow rgquested that the attached
our attention.

cable be prought o V¥

White House gituation Room

T orinsl! P

Briefing officer
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TE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM

SOUTH VIETNAS
DO 3 FEBRUARY 1953 e B T
SURJECT SITUATION REPORT AS OF 0500 HOURS, SAi€tw i srE) S:0CPHES 2FFEY

LOCAL TIME, 3 FEBRUARY 1530

ACQ vieTNay, saleon ¢3 repruary 1968 F1ELs no. (D
SOURCE ~ THIS IS A VIETNAM SITUATEON REPGRT PREPARED p Y
AT 0600 HOURS LOCAL TIME IN 3 FEBRUARY 1963 0
‘ ' 5)
le 3@)L

o

BEEN-THE QUIETEST-NIGHT - IN-SA . :

SERIES-GF ENEWY ATTACKS BEsAN G& 30 J ANI?A:RL THE ENENY,
HOWEVER, STILL RETAINS CONSIDERABLE COMBAT POTENTIAL IN TiZ
SURROUNDINE AREA AND COULD BE REORGANIZING OR REPOSITIONING
BEFORE RENEWINE HIS ATTACKS.)

2. FIELD DISSEH: STATE USMACV 7TH AIR FORCE CINCPAC PACFLT

RPAC. PACAF .
. Approved for Reéiasi
Date

i
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o 5C-07429/68

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Iutelligence
3 February 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Situvation in South Vietnam No. 1l
(As of &:30 A.¥M, BST

The Communist offensive continues to maintain
considerable momontum in some urban areas and against
somo allied military instnllations, Enemy lorces
are still resisting allied efforts to drive them out-

- of many provincjal capitals, and have launched sev-

-eral new attacks in the III and IV Corps areas,
Saigon was relatively quict during the night, but
there were some indications (hat new enemy initia-
tives may soon be staged there.

I Corps

1. The situation throughout this area was gen-
eral'y quiet on the night of 2-3 February; however,
the fighting in Huo is continuing with the enomy still
offering stiff resistance in their cofforts to hold
several strongpoints in the city.

2, Iue: The northern portion of the citadel
and paris ol the city itself are still under eneny
control, Several of the compound Areas within the
citadel exchanged hands late yestierday. Reports of
sizeableo cnemy units in the city's environs continue.
Onie prisoner claimed that 2-3 battalions were massing
on' the southern side of the river which divides the
cities, and that their mission was to attack the MACV
compound. Other prisoners have stated tho encemy
plans {o hold Hue for at least seven days. Heavy
enemy sniper activity from rooftops and other strategic
locations continues 1o hamper the allied reaction
forces which have been making slow progress in cleuar-
ing tho city. 8ix South Vietnamese Army batialions,

a ranger battalion, a tank company, plus two
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battalions of the US lst Alr Cavalry Division and two US
Marine battalions are now conmitted to recovering the city.

3. DMZ: The rllied strongpoint at Con Thien C
was hit by 73 rounds of enemy artillery fire, while
and ncwrby US Marine positions received 65 rounds
of artillery and rocket fire late yesterday. There
have been no reports of enemy activity at Khe Sanh;
however, & press report claims G50 rounds of artillery,
“rocket, and mortar fire were directed at allied posi-
tions all along the southorn portion of the DMZ on
3 February,

II Corps

4. Fipghting continued in tvwo provincial capitals--
Dalat and Phan Thiet--in contral South Vietnam on 3
February. Although the cnemy presence in or near the
western highland cities of Kontum, Pleiku, and Ban Me
Thuot remains considerable, these cities were gen-
erally quiet overnight and the Communists may now,
in fact, bo withdrawing under strong allied pressure,

6. Dalat: Early this morning, an unknown size
force struck at the railroad station, two US billets,
& South Vietnamese Army outpost, and a sector head-
quarters in a brief 1l5-minute attack. No results
have been reported. South Vietnamesc forces are

- presently establishing control of the city.

6. Phan Thiet: Sharp Iighting which began
yosterdny noon was reported continuing in this coastal
city this morning. The bulk of the battle is con-
centrated in north and northeast sections of the city
in the vicinity of the MACV compound, which is still
secured by friendly forces.

Saigon

7. Saigon was relatively quiet during the night
"and this morning with only a few scattered clashes.

8. Some reports state that groups of Viet Cong
have been sighted withdrawing from the city. Other
reports raise the possibility of widespread renewed
attacks, Prisoners and captured documents indicate

COPY
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that the action so far may have been aimed at creat-
ing furmoil in preparation for another attack., Some
25 to 30 Viet Cong bhattalions are said to be staging
in areas north and south of the city.

2 1. 3& (%)
C,_("

Other III Corps Developnments

"10, Two provincial capitals, Xuan Loc and Phuoc

"Le, came under attack during the night. By noon on
'3 February, however, most provinces in the IIXI Corps

area reported that the military situation had sta-
bilized,

11. Xuan Loc: Xuan Loc was assaulted for the
second consccutive night., Awn ARVN artillery position
was hit by rocket fire; ground prohes were directed

. &t the MACV compound, the National Police Station,

and other points in the city. Theroe werec few de-
tails on casualties.

12, Phuoc Le: Tre capital of Phuoc Tuy Prov-

ince eas{ of Baigon was attacked on 1 February and

at last report late on 2 February (local Vietnam time),

‘parts of the city were still occupied by a Viet Cong

company, Heavy fighting was reported, but the only
confirmed casualties have been one US civilian and
one Australian killed.

13. Bien Hoa: timates of civilian refugees
n Ho Estim E h_,@)(i{)

in the Bicn Hoa area now reach as high as 11,000,
Information from risonermindicate that d
thoﬂhiain Force Regiments of the (D |
Viet Cong Division participated in the attacks on Bien
{fon, The prisoners §tate LHRY thoy had no withdrawal”

] a5 they were told that it would be easy to overrun
6 city.
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Other Action

14, In other recent action in XII Corps US
-Army troops reported a sharp clash with an enemy
force of undetermined size about five miles north-
east of Baigon, while Viet Cong guunners attacked
‘the US Army base at Cu Chi for the third time
within a wock on 2 February, Some 100 rounds of
mortar and heavy rocket fire hit the camp. US
losses wore light. ’

IV Corps

16. Reports indicate that there was 8 slacken-
ing off of fighting in several previously hard hit
© provinces in this area during the night of 2-3 February.
Heavy agtion is still goling on in some sectdrs, how-
ever, and many major cities are still experiencing
sniper and harassing fire,

16, Ben Tre: Bome of the heaviest fighting in
the delta has continued over the past three days in
this provincial capital, located some 43 miles south
of " Saigon. Viet Cong forces, estimated to be 200-
800 stirong, have infiltrated virtually all partis of
the ecity and control most of it, especinlly at night.
More than half of the buildings in the city have
been destiroyed,

17. The ARVN Regiment defending Ben Tre is
reportedly fighting '"tenaciously, but rather ineffec-
tively because of & lack of "planning and organiza-
tion." One US Army unit has already arrived in the
city and most of the 2nd Brigade of the US 9th In-
fantry Division was scheduled to arrive during the

18, Chau Phu: Chau Phu, & provincial capital
near the Cambodian horder 115 miles due west of Saigon,
was reported almost complotely securc this morning.

An ARVN soarch and destroy operation is sweeping the
outskirts of the city. Unconfirmed estimates list

77 Viet Cong killed and eight captured, Sonc 100
civilians have becn wounded and it is ostimated that
the fighting against at least two Viet Cong battalions
in the city over the past few days destroycd the homes
of up to 4,000 people.
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aunched with considerable ideological prepara-

tions bul without the thorough tactical rehearsals

which traditionally preceed Viet Cong attacks. He

paid that he firet learned of the Tet offensive about
Wior to the Chau Phu attack.

20, Viet Cong main force units, atcording to

@he prisonor, were given the responsibility of
"libemating" provincial capitals, whereas district
forces and guerrillas were teqponsible for seizing
their respective districti seats, + claims that the
force which attacked Chau Phu city included ten party
members who were to constitute the city front which
was to organize & provisional government, The prisoner
{érst-heard tho term coaliiion government about six

nths ago, but had never heard it brought into formal

rty proceedings until the briefings for the Tet
wperation,

21, If thesc statements do provide an accurate
refloction of current Viet Cong strategy, the Commu-
nists have indeed decided to expend a great part of
their resources in the Tet offensive,

Othor Deltn Action

22, Sporadic mortar and small arms fire con-
tinues within or on the outskirts of several prov-
incial capitals--including Can Tho, My Tho, Moc Hoa,
Vinh Long, and Rach Gia--as well as & number of other
smaller towns, At Ca Mau a Viet Cong assault was
repulsed during the night of 1-2 February but furthar
attacks were expected,

COoPY
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Political and Psychological Developments

23, There-are indications of considerable con-
fusion and indecision within the Saigon goverament
in the wake of the current Communist offensivo,

24, mrormauon_m-
dicates that Prime Minister Loc has taken no initia-

tive toward restoring public confidence in the gov-
ernment’'s ability to act elfectively. Loc, who was
described as “bewildered" when the enemy attacks

first erupted, ‘has since rejected suggestions that
"he act to strengthen health, postal, information

and emergency relief services and that he try to en-
list active support in the crisis from laboxr,
Buddhist, intellectual and other groups. Loc's at-
titude reportedlyis that civilians can do nothing
until the military have restored some normality to
the situation, -

; li3eg)6)
that the ranent has been ahle to function '"rea- :

sonably well," although there has been a noticeable
lack of coordination, particularly through conflicting
orders to civil servantis about reporting for work
during the curfew. This source claims that President
Thieu is now beginning to turn his attention to the
pressing political and psychological aspects of the
crisis, Thicu reportedly met on 2 February with Loc,
Vice President Ky, and senior cabinet, armed forces,
and National Assembly officers to discuss urgent food
and medical needs, and to arrange for a public pledge
of support from assembly leaders.

26. The source feels, however, that the people
of Baigon are edgy and susceptible to rumors and that
not enough has yet bLeen done to reassure them, He
fears that, if the Viet Cong arc not cleaned out of
the city within 48 hours, public moralec will further
deteriorate, supplies may run out, and allied troop
fatigue may force resort to increased bombing &and
strafing with counterproductive effects on the popula-
tion,

27, Overall information on popular reactions

to the crisis is still relatively sparse--particularly
for areas outside Saigon. From the evidence available,
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however, it still appears, a&s earlier reported, that
the general reaction is onc first: of fear, second:
of surprise at the demonstration of continued Commu=-
nist strength and, third: of disgruintlement at the
government's inability to block the attacks,

i 28. There are numerous reports of belief in a
widespread rumoxr that the US connived with the VC in
the attacks in order to force formation of a coalition
government, While the enemy is doubtless pushing this
line as part of the psywar side of his current offen-
Bive, the widespreaad willingness to believe the story
is significant, since it seemingly indicates a growing

political malaise among the people over the war,
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INTRLLTGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Situation in_Soulh Vielnam Nu. 12
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(ns ol 53807 N, ESTY T

There have been no major changes in the miJi-
tary situation since our report of 8:30 AM, EST
on 3 Februavy., The [ollowing, however, are the
most significant of the developments reporfoed,

I Corps

l. Tho mililary bilu'\tmn in northern and
westoern Quang Tri Drovipnce 5 oroenerally quiot
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4, The Communists have the capability to strike
at nny time agninst Khe Saulh with two divisions,
apaninst Lhe Canp Carroll-Rockpile area in the north-
contral DMZ with one division, and against the Con
Thien - Gilo Linh area in the east-central DAMZ with

‘@ division cquivalent,

5. Tho allicd situation at Hue seems to have
Iaproved somewhat:, While there has been no signifi-
change in positions occupied by enemy or 4lliecd forces, US
Marines in battalion strength have recaptured the
provineial jail which had been held by the Viet Coung,
Some "2,500 prisoncrs, 300 {o 500 of whom were con-
sidered hard-core Viet Cong, were liberated by the
cuemy during their initial attack against the prison
compound, An ARVN force cquivalent to division-strengih
is continuing to press clearing opurations against
Communist forces holed up in the citadel area,

6. In the‘Quang Tri city area, although the

"Communists have been pushed out of the urban area,

they are said to still hold about two-thirds of tho

" RD campaign area, in the district north of the city.

1t is belicved allied fTorces will have Lo move in
and clear them out, probably with substantial damage
to q}vilinn interests,

7. A US Marince battalion has beeon reported in
heavy contact with a large cnemy force south of Da Nang,
but no further details arvce presently available, The
Communisis are belicved Lo posce a very scerious threat
Lo the ontiy a Nang - loi An arca, with two repinpoents
ofl the NVA Divisiol

. 9, A major buildup of Commuunist forces has been
veported near the Quang Tin Province capital of Tam Ky,
but no significant new fighting has yet developed,

. -2 -
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X1 Corps

LS5 @)@)

Late reports indicate
thitt the Dak To nivsirip has come under heavy rockod
and vecoilless rille at{ack, but apparently remains
operationnl, Elscewhere in the wesleen highlands, no
new information has becoae available on the status
of cnumy and allied (orvces in and around the citices
of Pleiku, Kontum, and Ban Mc Thuot, 8
LY

11, The Communist . Front command has now
committed its entive veglonal force as well as elemeonts
of three of its subordinate NVA regiments 1o the
Tet offensive in the highlands, The Front's entire
NVA Division, however, with threce regiments sup-
ported by 122-mm, rockets and 120-mm, moytars, has
apparently been kepl in rescrve, This division poses
a continuing threat to allied wnils and installatiols
fu northwestern Kontum and western Pleiku provinces,
and also is capable of joining the attacks against
population centevs which have been infitiated by loeal
forces and independaent regiments of the Front,

12, In the coastal provinces of IT Corps, Phan
Thict, the capital of Binh Thuan Province, is under
attack by thwee Viet Cong batialions., Meanwhile,
Communist forces have ambushed two South Korean
army convoys in or near the Binh Dinh provincial
capital of Qui Nhon,

- IIL Corps

13, Information on this arca is nol up to date,
bul a ficld wrap-up as of noon (Vietnam Lime) on 3
Foebruary indicated that most of the provinces in the
Corps wore quicet.

14, TFighting apparently continues ln the prov-
incinl capitals of Xuan Loc and Phuoc Le, with Vict
Cong forces possibly holding positions in both citics.
Neanwhile, brigade-strength base camps of the US 1st
Infantry Division at Lai Khe and Quan Loi came under
heavy rocket and moriav bhombardment on 1the cvening

—030—
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of 3-4 February., Eaemy forces have also becon re-
ported moving toward the Blah Duong Province capital
of Phu Cuonp, altlhouph no major attack has yet

eruptod,

The Saigon Arrea

: 15, Press roports indicate fthat heavy fipghting
crupted between elementls of the US 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment and a large Viet Cong force near Thu Duc,

Just northeast of Saigon, on the morning ol 3 February
Saigon, time, Vietnamese Mavines and other American
units weve also cngaged. There arve no reports yet on
1ho ouicome.

16, In the capital itsclf, light sporadic con-
tact and sniper fire continues throughout the city.
Fiving incidents weore reported still occurring near
the national palace, the US cmbassy, (he cmbassy
marine barracks, and along the main road Lo Tan Son
Nhut alrport on the covening of 3-4 February, Police
stations and roving security patrols remain prime
encmy tarvgets,

tha NVA Division

:nJF!he‘...:NWﬂ

continue to posc a distant threatl Lo the

0o the west of Saigon,

Regiment

Saigon aroa. Thesc {forces, gonerally located around
the Michelin rubber plantation, have nol beoen identi-
fied in any recont actions
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v, Covps
19, There has been no signiflicant change in

the situation here, according to the fragmentary re-
poris now avallable, Only sporadic sniper fire was
reported in Vinh Long Cily where I'riendly forces’

conlinued clearing out VC eloemonts., Enemy atiacks
Sduring the night ol 2-3 February were repulsed at
citices in Kien Phong, Kien lloa and Bac Licu provinces.
Throughout much of the corps avea, Vidl Cong cle..
ments continued scattoeved havrassing fire. Thore is
no {ivm information on the situation at Ben Tre, al-
though twe Viet Cong battalions on the outskirts of
the ‘eity are believed preparing Jor rencewed attacks,
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Political Roactions

20,  viotnamese Communist propaganda is con-
Linuing to elaim that their mililavy offensive has
evoked broad populav support particularly in Jlue
and Saigon and has generated the formation of politi-
cal "alliances" Lhroughout the country which will
eventually overthrow and replace the Saigon govern-
ment, The composilion of these alliances, their
function, and their relationship to the Liberation

-Tront continues to be vague, but it is becoming in-

ereasingly ¢lear that the Communists probably intend
them 1o be the instrument for the establishment of

a coalition goverament in conjunction with the Libera-
tion Front. '

21. An appeal from the "alliance' Ln Nue, broad-
castl by the Front on 2 February, is the clearest state-
ment of this objective {o datoe. The appeal stated
for the fivst time that one of the alliance's objec-
Lives was Lhe establishment of a nationnl coalition
administration in the Soulh and (he normalization of
relations with the North ia order to alfect reunifi-
cation, Previous appeals by the Saigon and Iue al-
liances and by the National Leadership of the Alliances
have called only for negotiations with the Front but
have nol mentioned the formation ol a goverament, or the
issuc of reunification,

22, pespite the suggestions that the Communists

-really intend Lo marceh ahead with the formation of

a goverament, therce continues Lo be scant evidence
that the Alliances have gained any popular support.

. 23. Meanwhile, sceveral Danoi commentaries have
suggesled that the curreat militarvy offecnsive is hut
one battle in a more prolonged strugegle. The Jlanoi
party paper on 3 February said the current Sight-
ing was arcating conditions for.additional mili-
tary victovies., The Novih Vietpnamese army journal
the previous day called forr the southern forces to
maintain and develop their victories, enlarge their
fronts, and develop their revolution,

21. in Hanoi reports that

the DRV military command has sent a wessage to the
Front unit in llue and Saigon asswuring them that the
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DRV avrmed Forces stand "rondy oevery sccecond Lo coordi-
b Pt actdons with thoem.”  In tanoi iLsel *:

mss meetings arc bheing held by
various political and religious groups in support
of the southern offensive,

It would appear that the
North Vietnamese aulhorities are utiliziag the suc-
cesses in the South to

pumpd up populary morale in
the North, '

korth Vie l.llo'.'ll_li
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INTELLIGENCE NEMORANDUM

The £i+taticon in South Yistrim No. 33
(As of T "2 AN, NSY),

Summa rz

nist fOlCGb durin:r the au[,h!. oi’ 3 4 February.,

Allicd forces continue to clo:u‘ tlur in cncmy
elements from the city of Hue. 0L .o Ljoit UrhAd
arens -in the II _Corps area are now in Irjicendly handsy

but sporadic mortar and sniper fire is Still ro-

ported in several of the provincial capitals. '~

m2 o TIghting Occurred daring the night inthe Saizen
arca, ‘Although a few scattered e-kuuushes “with small”
eneny remnants took place withia the city. Encmy
activityin the Delta provinces was characterized by
n'series of small unit assaults against district
towns, outposts, and night defensive posifions.

Despito tho presont rolative calm, there are
continuing 2-"iciticag that_the Comministis are~plaruini ,
new offens ives, particnlarly “dn the Da Mng; ared an ~
n011h and west of Saigon in South- Vu:'t.nam s-I1X. Coaps

FEVICI IR TSRS SECY S S 2 PR 0 S S 5 S -~ i —— .
i 2 - — el el . e ke _,,

a;,a}

The tronds previously reported on the jnitial ; "
reaction of the populace to the attacks, continue

“to bo evident. The assaults apparcently produced

fear and surprise over the VC presence and strengtl,
and revulsiion at the gross cnemy.violation of the

sacred Tet holiday in about even proportions. Evident
Aalso is a strong undercurrent of belief that, if the
government does not move speedily and with viror to
normalize the situvation in the citics, and restore

its presconce and authorlty 4n the countryside, it

"y

et bl
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will lose bheavily in torms of popular confidenco. Approw;‘
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I Corps ' ‘ | S

1. Xo significant Communist offensive sctivie
tics were regorted during tho night of 3-4 February;
howover, scvoral small-scale movriar attacks and
gEround probec took nlace, :

2. . BDue: At miﬁ—morni1g on 4 Tebruary, snoradic
contact Letween allied and :emy forces COhsiLJPQ
within the walled citadol area of the city Justi porth
of tho Perfuwe River. South.v;ctn?mcse have coumpiecte

- control now of-the citadel airairip and, togcthe

with US un t:, are continuing to sweep sections of
“thelcity cutside the citadel, ”wo cncny is s1il)

holed up in scaitered city buildings on the south
bank of the river.

"3, Interrogution of a priszoner taken in tho
Hue fighuing reveals that at least some of the at-
tacking foxtd was conposed of Viet Cong onr rejrounces,
The captive ¢laimed that the lue ecity municipal. unit
and the B0CLh: Viet Cong Battalion of the Norih Vief-
namese GUl Reglnment wore tasked with attacking the
MACY conpound for three days and if rosxatﬂncc proved
hoavy, to centinue the attack for an additional four
days. Mo also claimed that il {hesc forces woers
reinforced, the fighting could continuve for 15 days,

4. Cther elements ol the Worth Victnamese GLlv
Rogiment probably were also ﬂivca target arceas within
the city to stiack. The ciony's stubbora yesistance
vithin the city wmay stew from their intention to
followv the batile plan or in anticipation of adgi-
tional eneny forcos coming to their aid. There have
been eports of lerpge grouns of enemy troops--probabl
reinforcing elemonts--on the outskirts of town, but
allied blocking mancuvers have offectively kepl thom
from joining up with the enemy within ifhe eity.

5. Quang Tin Pr ovince: A South Vietnamose fielad
position and a nearpy reiugee area some 10 miles nortn

Tam Xy weore attacked yesterday. The enemy ponetrated
the roelugee canpy and destroyeld 71 buildings with

gronades and explosive charges. Twenty-five eivilians

and one soldicr were killed and anothevr 19 civilians

" woundod during the action,
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6. No furiner detzils are available on the
large-scale action reported earlier hetweon US
Marine and cuemy mnite seoveval miles soutiv of Da
Raap; howaver, an additional suberdinate of the .
Norli Victnarose Division has joined the bhullcd-
uy ol Communist units 4n the coastal flntlands bo-
igi tn and Du N2

. This wassing of enceny main force elements
in this important arear along the coast, together with
tho reporied positioning of a regimental-size enoenmy
force neav tho strategic HIni Van pass just norih of
Da Nang, suggest & Communist effort may be under-
way to cui oif Da Naug. .This could lead to, ov bhe
connected with, furiher atiacks, including.recket
ead artillery, on the koy US aiwvbase as well as the
city itselfl, i

ZX Corps
8. There has been little significant. onomy
&ctivity in ceatral South Vietnam thus Far on 4 Feb-
ruary. The gituation in the coastzl city ol Phan
Thiet, capiial of Binh Thuan Province, has improved
and all major population centers are now under iriendiy
control.
9., Phan Thict: On the morning of 4 Fehruasy
sporadic firing was continuing around the outskiris
of town Following tihe successiul allied drive to
repel three Communists battalions which attackad
cuving the night. & wrisoner stated that one of the
coneny units involved in the fighating--the 840th
Yict Conps Hutlalion--is withadrawing to a sceret base
canp northeast of the eity. Early on ¢ February a
compiny-sized Viet Conp forco attachked a saald wvillage
Just nortih of Phan Thiet, »ossibly as a diversionary
tactic 1{o covor the retreoat of the otiner units.
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Ban de Shwot: The city romains quiect, how-

s

L COnTInte on the build-up of Vo““n Viot- ’

Batktalion of iJL nO“*a Viotn

az roloenting just south of this high-

iana provincial capiial,

AL, Kontums  Light .enewy mortar and small anras .
five was sTiil Coming din at several points in the
city 2T noon on 4 Tepruary. Sporadic suiping has also

¥i urob;r*
he nmwh»,

Lcoatinuad during both nightiime and dayiime hours.

attondt against the airficld was made during
but was swiftly boatea buck. :

12 Tﬂ@ﬁ}: Only svoradic sniper Lire has hoen
regoricd in Naiat as South Vietnemese r»einforcencuts
co..m:uo to moeve into the city.

CSadgen and

IIs hO“T

s ¥ it e 50 i e i

13 No major Zighting occuried in Saigon during
.

tho night or ecarly on Sunday. Elsevihere there wore
soveral asstultz on the US base facilitics and district ’ :
. g the night, .

‘-a‘."lltd t(tn '.'.15‘

ﬁd Saiwn:: Several shar» ciaghes took »liaco
hetw v hands or Viet Cony and South Vietrauese police

and R =‘. .1 cGrf

forces hﬂﬂ platoon size eneny Jorces surrounded in
Sxigon huildings and were prenariny to attack and

« T &% least two instances, pgovernaont

clear them out, In one ¢ase a groun ol terrorisis

wore roeport

od as having takeon refugn in a school

nousc, Thay are armed with automatic weapons and
grenade laanchers and had a machkine gun on tihc roof
of tho mchool.

Duiid-un; Capturced docunmeant

indicate that the G+h Vicet ConZ PIvisioin-- (:-
witich »ovmally opsrates in norihwest III Coups alony

" ¢ho Cambodi

an horder--may boe moving closer to Sai izon,

. . 16. Onc docgwqgan§;:2§gbnak captured scvoral
gays nagn about J0.ailew Mhwest of Saipon--outlines

A "rew mission™ 201 the 9th Nivision., According to

the notes,

higher headquarters recently ordored the

Y ST - :
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cory
- LYJADON BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY )
2

- P - s Ess ee e e—— — - " Ee—ees e e e
. » . - * .


https://ch:~�.i.nS
https://nf[thtt;.mo

L e e e s S— - . m-— e

Ohh o undertnke a Yloayw march" which would he the
grreatest march in the hilstory ol the war against ..

tho Americans, Wmm at least
eioments ol the division were to leave Camiodian |

tervitory on 21 Jnhunry, wove tihvourh Tay Nianh Prov-
ince, and arrive in Cu Chi Dl=‘2;*t northvest of
Sazigon on 30 January. The division was 1o oporate
in an arced where the terrain feaiures were extromely

‘complicated, an area never oxpericuced in the pagl,
During the march cvery elfort would be made to miintain

march schedule, security, and noise discipline,

v sxZs Eybor documents ca

ptured in the sunb ﬂ o
identi'v the Oth 3*vlsﬂon s ??1st Rchxucut and pirob-
abl . - { i ape $ v 31y 4 PR, A BB

the 9¢h Diviwion's
chirc segineat, the 273vrd, was doployed just to the
noxth of ihé capital in southern Binh Duong Dvovince
&ad Thu DLC'P'strict) Gia Dinh Province, Thoe lattow
distriet hoerdguarters is located only five nmiles
northwest of S“lgOﬁ.

18, A Bouth Vietnamese xMarine bhase in Tiw Due
tistrict came uander a sharp, but uiasuccessful, oncmy
attack on & bcoruwry, possibly by a batialion of the
278rd Viot Cong Regiment. During the p2 st fow daye
2il of ihe US bﬂsc" located in an area around Saigon
from northwest to northensi--Cu Chi, DBon Cat, iai
Kte, and ¥ien Jlon~-=have been shelled ronchued‘y in
many cascs with heavy 122-mn. - rockets which are held
only by main force waits., The 274th and 2751n
Reginents of the Sth Viet Coag Division were jdenti-
fied in the attacks on Bien MHox, northeast o Suigon.
Now there is fairly good evicence that the 9iLh
Divisiaon is appiying pressure Irom thoe norihwost.
Tae general Communist stratogy nay have been for
ftiicee Toveces to follow-up and reinforce ihe initial
atiacke: in the Saigon arcea which are believeld 1o
iave heen conducted by Viet Conz local forces and
snecial squads, Pailing this the 9th and Sth Divi-
sions may hope to gpread out US Io ces and tle Lhom
dewa on the cutskiris of the capital,

1
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Other III Corps:

20, 1iIn other action in the IIX Corps area, a
" US baso campd and district fown in Binh Long Provinco
came undoer attackz last night., There was no repolri.
of casualties, but the US basc was hit by heavy 122-pun.
‘rocket fire., There has As yet been no attack on An
Loc, tho capital of Binh long, but repovts today indi-
cate Chat the Viet Coug have taken over control of
rost of the hamlets in the province and can movae at
will, They have also sct up readblocks on Lhe routes
eading into An Lot. A somevhat similar condition
exists in Way Ninh Province whoere Revolutionasy Develop-
ment Teams have had to withdraw from their hamlets
to their rezpactive district towns.,

2).. An zttack was reported last night on Tam
flyen district town in RBien Ica Proviunce., An unknowa
size Vict Cong forco hreached the ton's protective
wire bharrior, overran sScveral zoctions of the town
and at last reporlt was advarcing on the district
headauartevs, There was no werd on casualties, US
Army sweeps in Jauw Nghia and Binh Duong Provinces
repericd sporadic contaet with eneny troops yestor-
aay aftoerioon, :

22, Xuan Lec, the canital of Long Khanh Prov-
ince northeast of Saipgon, was quiet at last »repori
yesierday cevening but the town was tense., Some

"Viet Conpg are still believed to be in the town and
Allied authoritics anticipated further attacks on
their compounds during the night,

23. The intention of the encmy to continuce his
pressure on wrban areas is continuing to he borace . @) (¢!
out hy NEEwe:.cr Tatesperatdchs® ind now, hy eaptured P ow A7)
&loé‘iﬁadnts. One such document captured at € Tan '
Son Nhut Airbaso porimster states that in ordeir to
* be victorious, the VC must expand attacking forces

-6-
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andl gucrrilia war to the citices, and incrense ate
tacks on lines of communicatiions so ag to §solate
the urhan aroeas.

IV Coips
24, All-of Zthe majer provineial canitals in
the delta aro in Iriendliy hands, although on the

poriphery of severil eities, sporadic contact with

Vict Cong forces is still revoried. During the anight
of $-4 Febraary, the Communists 1auncied small unit
attacks on Gistrict towns, outposts, and alliced ficla

25, 8a Dec: Farly this wmorning, an undeternined

————

sizc Viet Tong Torce atiacked Sz Dee city and a necarby

distriet town. Tho KACV compound was peaciraled he-
fore the attackers were driven back after a two-hour
Light, Tihis attack followed onde late on 3 Ierudry
which was dirociod against the Chiecu Jioi center and

the provineial heddguarlers building. At last oepord,

elonents of the enemy force were still in the city.

26 "Cao Linh: This capital ciity oi Kien Pho.

——

ser
Lo

Proviiace wis attacked today by an ostimated two Viet
Cong companies., ‘The eneny withdrew aficr one hour

of Iiphtiung; no casualiies were reporied,

27. Other Delta Actions: In Dinh Tuong Prov-

e e - ——

ince, five Giffecront Soutn vietnamese outposis wore

gtrack with rocoilless ridle barrages latce on 3
February., In Phong Diak Proviuce, thie Thuair Nbhon

District town and the RBinh Thuy airficeld woerce hit
by Viet Cong mortaxmen., Twelve aiveraft were danmagoed
at Binh Thuy, In Vinh Long Province, the provineial

capital ol Virh Long, its airficld, and a nearby district
town wore all attackoed with harassing moriar and smill

arms Pive. Ren Tre and the neavby disiriet town of
Mo Cay, in Kien oz were hit by iight moriar ditacks

auring tho nipht. Other scattared district towas
ware also lightly moriarcd on 3-4 February as the

Vicet Coang continued to maintain pressure on populated

araas througilout tho dolta provinces,

CoPY

-

LYHDQN BAINES JOHNSON LIBRARY

e PR—— TR 2 et S — e


https://a1.�1.1s
https://rcp,)j.''\.cd
https://compani.os
https://lemon.ts
https://i:u,n�ri!.ia

) B 8 Docwnent #

5" ‘,— 5 " e  1rs LIBRARY SANITIZET
AL A M :ndatory Review

SC No. 07433/GY

."."--- ':‘1
G - ] CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
7 TR, Diresctorate of Iutelligence
p ) oL N 4 February 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUN

= ;- The Situvation in South Vietnam No, 14
L B _ (As7of 6:00 Py NMTRSTY

X Cnrgg'

1. With the oxcoption of lue, where heavy
fighting coutinues, the situation in the northern
- provinces remains generally quict--particularly in
the receatly troubled aveas of Quang Tri City, Da
* Nang, Hoi An, Tam Ky, and Quang Ngai,

_ 2, Hue: The situation in Hue remains tense,
as allied reaction forces continue to press air and
ground assaults npainst an estimated threo Viet Cong
compianies entrenched within the walled citadol area
of the ancient imperial capital, US Marines arc
also engaged in houso-to=house fighting along the
banks of the Porfumov Niver, Tue's principal waterway,
The citndel aivstrip apparently remains in ARVN bands,
but is not opevational. Two US Narine convoys cn
route to Ilue from Phu Bai have encountered heavy cnowy
: snipor fire along Noute 1, thus delaying their com-
e 3}¥mcnt RS reinforccmuntg,to the provincial capital
: efoenses,

11 Corps
}. : 3. The main Communist thrust in IX Corps con-
o tinues to be directed against Kontwnm, Pleiku, and
bl Ban Me Thuot in tho western highlands and against

Dalat and Tuy Hoa in the coastal provinces, although
no major now fighting has been reported since our
Alnst situation report., Enemy still are being ro-

- ported in the wvicinity of these cities. Phan Thiet,
x which was previounly under attack by thiree Viet Cong
& : ‘battalions, has been cleared of cnemy forces.
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Tho Baigon Arem

4, Although tho security situation in some
arcas of the capital city has stapilized, therc con-
tinuc to bhe numerous reports of smdll-suale Vict
_ Cong metlivity. The National Police huﬂdquaxtora ' )

. gompound caye under hcavy i weap- ,,5(% Y/
s Tipy

5. Bouth Vietnamese forces apparently have
planned a major operation to bopgin on the morning
of 5 February to clear Viet Cong remaants from Saigon,
Tho multi-battalion sweep is to include a thorough
house~to-house gearch and will be controlled by
senior officors of the Joint Geacral sStaff, the
National Police and the ARVN III Corps headquarters.
Possibly as many as 16 battalions of Vietnnmese
mAarines, raagers, paratroopers, army forces and
polico are committed,

6. There is no confirmation of the indications,
noted in the 8:30 AM, Sitrep, that the YC 9th Divi-
gslon may have moyoed closor to Saipon, US military
officinls An Saigon, howover, roport they have soma
evidence from prisoners that at lecast elemeuts of the
3 2egimentis of the 9th were involved in the initial
assault on the city,

" Othey XII Corps

7. The eleven provinees of IXII Corps have re-
ported no significant changes in the allicd or cneny
situatlon since 1800 llours 4 Fehruary Saigon time,

IV Corps
8. Multibattalion Viet Cong troop concentra-

tions are continulng to apply hiavey pressure against
friendly arcas in and around the provincial capitals
of Tra Vinh, Bac Licu, Vinh Long City, and Cao Lanh,
Tho district capital of Duc Thanlh, in Sa Dec Province,
is also reported to bhe under heavy enemy mortar and
ground attack, Oa the positive side, however, allicd

-2-
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forces have generally cleared major cenemy celements
out of the important delta cities of Can Tho, My
Tho, and Ben Tre,

-

9. A late report indicontes that fighting bas
broken out in the Kho Sanh area, At 4:20 A M, on
the morning of 5 Februarvy (Vietnam time) JHill 86l
one of the main defonso points for Khe Sanh sonme
4 1/2 kilometers to the northwest, rceceived a pground
attack by an unknown size eneny force, Contact is
s8ajld to bo continuing.

10, Khe Sanh base hag also received an unknown
number of rocket rounds,

Threat to Captive Americans

11, The Communist's Liberation Radio on the
nmorning of .5 February Vietnam time carrvied a state-
ment denouncing an alleged allicd plan to try a
“nunber of Communist soldiers captured in the recent
fiphting. It warned that if they were killed, the
Communist National Jiberation Front "will take
retaliatory action against detained Americans,"

copy
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- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
5 February 1968

"INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Situation in South Vietnam No. 15
(As © 3 oMo

1. Allied forces appear to have regained the
initiative in many of South Vietnam's urhan areas.
Most of the major provincial capitals were reported
relatively quiet throughout the night of 4-5 Feb-
ruary and into the morning. Bitter fighting still
- continues in Hue, however, as well as in isolated

sections of Saigon and in several large cities
and district towns. The Communists also hit at
Khe Sanh after a long period of relative quiet.

2. There have been no significant political
developments since those reported in the 5 Feb-
ruary Central Intelligoence Bulletin.

Khe Sanh

3. Early on S February, US Marines drove back
some 200 to 300 North Vietnamese regulars during an
agsault on the defensive position atop strategic
Hill 861, The attack was staged in conjunction
with a four-hour artillery, rocket, and mortar
barrage on the main base camp of Khe Sanh.

4. Communist losses totaled 100 killed in
contrast to American casualties of seven killed
and 44 wounded. No major damage to the base was
reported and the airstrip remains open.

© NIJ 3/@‘/4 82 -230
!'n-,ﬁ}"i, NARA. Date 2/¢-47




I Corgg

5. Bitter, door-to-door fighting was reported
continuing in Hue as US and South Vietnamese soldiers
exert increasing pressurc on pockets of enemy re-
sistence in several scctors of the city. Progress
is slow, with determined Communist elements clinging
to isolated strongpoints in the citadel and on the south
bank of the Perfume River.

6. Hoavy fighting erupted in the market place
of Trieu Phong, a district capital just to the north
of Quang Tri city, at mid-morning today. Additionally
four, possibly eight, Communist battalions are re-
.ported moving toward Quang Tri city from the south-
west, and it is possible that a new attack is upcoming
in this area, although there is no other confirma-
tion of the report.

7.  Other reports state the Communists are
planning to strike the provincial capitals of Tam Ky
and Quang Ngai city and several district towns some-
time before 10 January. Although such reports of
imminent enemy action may be part of a Communist scare
campaign, the enemy still retains the potential to
mount at least limited attacks, supported by mortar
and rocket.forays throughout I Corps.

‘8.  There are no developments on the massing
of North Vietnamese forces, including the entire 2nd
Division, in the Da Nang area reported in our Sitreps
of 3 and 4 February,

II Corps -

9. During the night of 4-5 February and up to
mid-morning today, there was relatively little enemy
offensive activity throughout the central part of
South Vietnam. Allied forces continue to flush out
areas where small elements are holed up in several
cities such as Tuy Hoa, Ban Me Thuot, and Dalat.

In Kontum and Pleiku, the situation was reported
"very quiet.” Sporadic, light mortar attacks were
dirocted at a fow cities last night but damage and
casualties were roeported light.

-2-
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- 10. Communist military forces in the westoern
highlands, under the direction of the B-3 TFront,
continue to pose a substantial threat to Key cities
and major allied outposts there. Three regiments
of the North Vietnamese lst Division have been N

relocating to the Dak To area in
central Kontum Province. This maneuver was further
confirmed by two prisoners purportedly from the
North Vietnamese 32nd Regiment which, according to
the captives, is about to launch a three-pronged
attack on Dak To, together with the 66th and 174th
regiments. A rocket and mortar attack there on 3
February was reported earlier, Other Commuanist main
force units remain active in the vicinity of Kontum
and Pleiku cities, and another major round of fight-
ing could develop there.

I1X Corgs

11l. No new attacks were reported in tho III
Corps arca last night or early this morning.

Saigon

12

The heaviest
fighting last night was in Cholon, the Chinese
quarter in the southwest corner of the capital, but
firing incidents have boon reported in nearly every
section.

13, US intelligence sources in Saigon feel that
a relatively small number of Viet Cong are responsible
for the most recent terrorist activities. A+ noon on
S February (locrl Vietnam time) US officials osti-
mated that less than 100 Viet Cong "action agenis"
remained in the city with probably three-four bat-
talions -on the boundaries of the western precincts.

.14, Strong enemy main forces, in addition, still
appear to be deployed within striking range of the
capital. There is further evidence that the Viet
Cong 9th Division has moved towards Saigon from

northwest III Corps, a movement which was reported
earlier based on captured documents*

-3-
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_ The US Command disclosed last night that
prisoners from all threc regiments of the 9th Divi-
sion have been captured in recent days in the general
area north and west of Saigon.

15, 1Information has come in from a number of

" prisoner interrogations which tends to support the

theory that, in general, the Communists may have be-
lieved that the people of Saigon and other urban
areas were "ripe for rovolution," Low level cadre,
for example, apparently were not provided with with-
drawal plans since their superiors told them there
could be no question but that a '"general uprising"
would be sparked,

16. Nevertheless, the Communist high command
was prudent enough not to commit all of their reserves
to the first assault. Thus, it is possible that the
viewpoints expressed by the prisoners mainly repre-
sent exhortative propaganda pumped into Chem by the
hardcore cadro, and are not true representations of
the real Communist estimates and intontions.

IV Corps

17. US forces remained in contact with an esti-
mated 100 Viet Cong within the provincial capital of

- Vinh Long early this morning. Fighting also continued

within or on the outskirts of a number of other prov-
incial capitals and digtrict towns in the delta,

18, At Go Cong a small Viet Cong force released
over 100 prisoners from the provincial jail; Tra
Vinh continues to be surrounded by some 2,000 of
the eneny.
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SC No., 07434/68

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
5 February 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

'The Situation in South Vietnam No. 16

(s of 12130 PN, BST1

Tho Viet Cong appear to be maintaining strong
pressuro against government scecurity ianstallations
in the Saigon area, notwithstanding the initiation
of a massive allied cleariag operation throughout
the entire city. There have beon no further indica-
tions of an imminent large-scale Communist offensive
against the capital,

e SRt s e S i s s Sy # Sy 0

8 eem et re .

Heavy fighting continues for the sixth consecu-
tive day in Hue, while to the north, US forces have ¢
reported three major contacts with hattalion-
size Communist forces near Quang Tri City. Elsewhere
in I Corps, the military situation remains relatively
quiescent. No further significant North Vietnamese
initiatives have beoen reported against the US combat
base at Khe Sanh.

In central Vietnam, allied forces appear to have
stabilized the security situation in the troubled
provincial capitals of Kontum, Pleiku, and Ban Me
Thuot, although the cities of Tuy Hoa and
Dalat are continuing to experience significant enemy
pressute,

While the eleven provinces of III Corps remain
generally quiet, Viet Cong forces in the delta con-
tinue to pose a major threat to a number of important
populalation conters and government military lanstalla-
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The Saigon Aroa

1. . There are unconfirmed press reports that
an estimated 400 Communist attackors early today
overran 4 police substation in Saigon and drove
police out of a nearby precinct headquarters which
they had set ablaze. The Saigon police reportedly
abandoned their 8th Precinct lleadquarters in the
southern (Cholon) sector of the capital and with-
drew northward toward the center of the city.

2. Official reporting from the field has con~
firmed additional small-scale Viet Cong harassing
attacks against Saigon municipal police units and
installations in the central residential area's 3rd
Precinct and in the 6th and 7th Precincts in Cholon.

3. Viet Cong elements thus far contacted in
the Saigon nttacks have been described as wearing a
variety of outfits, ranging from Buddhist robes and
civilian attire to ARVN, Regional Force, Chieu Hoi,
and jungle green uniforms. ¢

4. Meanwhile, an 18-battalion ARVN task force,
supported by National Police units, has begun a
massivé house-to-house search of the entire capital
city. US troops have been deployed around the
perimeter of Saigon to screen the ARVN security
sweep within the city proper.

S. There was reported to be an abundant supply
of rice and bread in the shops of Saigon and Cholon
as of 4 February. Some merchants, however, are ap-
parently not selling their rice, probably in the
expectation that prices will continue to soar, It
is estimated that the Saigon populace can endure to

the 9th or 11th of February without an inflow of
food.

I Corps

6. Action here continues to be centered in the
northern provinces. US forces reported three major
contacis--each with an enemy battalion--near Quang
Tri on 5 February. It appears the Communists were
routed in two of the contacts, north and cast of the
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city. No results are available on the third., US
obser'vers report morale in Quang Tri is poor. Prom-
inoent Vietnamese officials, including the province

chief, are apparently moving their families out of
. the city,

7. Elsewhere, there have been no major changes
reported since the 7:00 A ,M, Sitrep. Unconfirmed
press reports indicate US Marine progress in Hue on
S February countinued to be slow in bitter street
fighting agalust determined Communist forces.

11 Corps

8. In the westorn highlands, allied reaction

" forces continue to press sweeping operations against
enemy concentrations near the provincial capitals

of Kontum, Pleiku and Ban Mc Thuot. No major de-
velopments have bhecn reported since the 7:00 A M,
Sitrep. Along the coast, Tuy Hoa was again attacked
. by about a battalion of Viet Cong during the day

‘0of 5 February according to press reports. The )
mountnin resort city of Dalat is also seid to be
under renewed enemy pressure, '

IIX Corps

9. Anmerican observers in the area report no
new outbreaks of Communist activity as of the early
evening of 5 February. Enemy forces still pose a
threat to some provincial capitals including An Loc
and Phu Cuong.

IV Corgg

10, The Viet Cong offensive scems to have
abated somewhat during 5 February in the Delta prov-
tnces. However, substantial Communist forces remain
in tho immediate vicinity of some administrative and
population centers and US observers on the scene ex-
pect renewed attacks at My Tho, Tra Vinh and Rach
Gia.. Last night, an cnemy bhattalion attacked Go Cong
and VC gunners shelled installations near Can Tho.
Both areas were quiet by daybroak, Elsewhere, there
was sporadic sniper fire in several cities and scat-
tered resistance around the outskirts. - Although much
of the city has been ravaged, Vinh Long now appearsto
be firmly in friendly hands,
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Status of Forces

11, Although the Communist Tet offensive ap-

pears {o have lost a measure of its countrywide

momentum, substantial eneny forces s{ill threaten
population centers and allied positions in some parts
of Vietnam. Avajlable evidence places sipgnificant
concentrations of cuneny troops near Quang Tri City,
Da Nang, and Quang Ngai City in the northern prov-
inces; Dak To, Kontun and Pleiku in the western uigh-
Jands; in the IIT Corps provinces of Bluh Duong, Binh
Long and Bioen Hoa; and in i1he northeaslern provinces
of the Delta. Euemy dispositions in the Saipon area
arc unclear. And enemy strongth in the Khe Sanh/DMZ
area remtias substantial .

J2. Should the Communists elect to initiate a

fresh round of major attacks, these are likely to be
focused on the areas mentioned above,
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE LGENCY
Directorate of Iatelligence
7 February 1563
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Spot Report on the Situation im the Khe Sanh Area

1. Late reports indicate the North Vietnamese
gained control of the Lang Vei Special Forces Camp
on the afternoon of the Tth. -

2, The Camp's defenders commenced evacuation

- from the area under cover of intensive friendly aerial
and artillery bombardment, Six of the 24 Americans
and over three-fourths of the 4950 man Vietnawmese gar-
rison have not yet been accounted For. Earlier in

the day, an estimated Communist company had controlled

the camp sbove ground while Erieadly personnel were
entrenched in underground bunkers. :

3. Two relief columns were reportedly converging
on the scene late in the aftecncen for a combined raid
on the camp, Neither had entered the camp-site at
last report. One of the relief forces was composed
of Sypecial Forces persoanel helo-Lifted from Khe

Sanh; the other was a lecal Laotian vobunteer bat-
talion.

4. The unit identity of the attackiag Communist

- force ic anot yet clear, The attack was possibly conducted
by elements from the 66th Regiment of the NVA 304th
Division. ' A senior non-commissionad officer who de-
fected one week ego, stated that when he left this

unit, it was near Lang Vei awaiting erders to attack
the cam

S. 1t is also possible that elemeats of the 101D
egiment of the NVA 325C Division were involved.
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6. According to a report from the scene, the
Khe Sanh garrizsen was faced with poteatinlly serious
camplications on the night of 7 February when approxi-
mately 6,000 Laotian refugees woved £rpm lang Vel
to within one-~quarter mile of Khe Sanh.

7. The Khe Sanh base cemmaader has been advised

1o deter the refugees fram moviang closer. Officials
. ‘in Saigon will ask the Laotian charge to fly to Rhe
 Sanh tomorrow to encourage the refugees to clear the

arsq.

8. Aside €rom the obvisus political delicacy
of the situation, the mss of refugees poses tacti-
cal prodblems for the base defenders, Should the
enemy 2ttack, the refugees could shield his approach
or cause confusion among friendly trveps.

$. It is possible that very large numbers of
refugees are in the acrea. Some of the depeadeats
of the Lastian defenders at Ban Houel Sane were i&
the vicinity of Lang Vei, along with dependents of

.¢he Lang Vel camp itself,

10, There have been no other significant de-
velopments reported by field elemsnts on the military

situation in South Vietnam, or with regard to DRV
aircradt, :
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to deter the refugees from moviny closed, Cfficizls
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. ’ INFORMATION . I
THE WHITE HousE ' f
; ‘ Saturday, February 17, 1968
11:00 a. m.,
Mr, President:
Herewith CIA concludes that a new
o phase in the Viet Cong offensive may .
‘ well begin at 2:00 p. m, EST this afternoon T
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CIA OPERATIONS CENTER o 17 [0 2o M8

/s v 53230 SELECT FOR THE DCI
Hv.i;al.., NARA )/5{ / ‘ | ! C‘h ors CEN.

' SUBJECT! INDICATIONS OF NVN OFFENSIVE BEGINNING AROUND
2:00PM EST, 17 FEB. 1068
SOURCE ¢
FM: 5§50 MACV TIME STAMP
DTG ¢ _
17 FEB, 8:23AM EST, 1808

m_s.}n } ¢1, DDCI, sx/nm, pp1(2), pDR(VIA ¢6D0)., DDSET(VIA D/0SI),
oroact(5), B{ONE. D/0S1. D/OSR, CH/WATCH COl4, MR, HAND, C/IRS.,
gg}%; ogéggn, C/OPSCEN, CSDD, PDB, INDICO, ORR/CSS, RAD, S$DO,

SUBJECT : HOTSIT

1. Within'the past few hours a numbor of indications have been
recelved suggesting enemy offensive actlvity beginning early tomorrow
morning(18 Feh.) Saigon time,

2,

8. *on 12 Feb, , VC transported
3 tons of ammo to WR 080 148, This anumoe was RB@IKEX divided awong

- the units to participate in the second attack of CA MAU, which was re-
potted to coine before 18 Fobruary 1968,

4, On 17 Feh,, VC iﬁ Bien Hoa area conducted propaganda lecture and
statéd that the POL Farms at NA DHE will bo attacked in the near
future, :

5. Employees of Everett Shipping Company in the Commenrcial Dock
area of Saigon refused to come to work on I8 February. Employecs
were offered double wages and still refused to work,

6. Yout attentfon is invited to the J-2 estlinate receuntly forwarded
for your comment (EO MACYV 2213 NOTOAL)., Above cited evidence
plus that set forth in estimate suagests that the indication of the described
second phase of the pffensive activity 1s nnmf nent,
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MEMORANDUM NFORMATION

e THE WHITE HOUSE D]ﬂ:’
0 WASHINGTON }/
—aECRET
& Saturday, February 17, 1968 -- 8:40 a, m.

Mr, President:

Herewith two Saigon responses to Loan's judgment that a coordinated
attack on Saigon and elsewhere should be expected for February 18:

-- Bunker says that Westy regards it as probable that there will be
further attacks between February 18 and 23, with the principal targets being
Saigon, Hue, Quang Tri, and Can Tho.

-- The CIA reports that there are no "firm indications' of an imminent
attack on Saigon.

In any case, you will note Westy's judgment that '"both U, S and ARVN
forces are fully alert and prepared to deal with any emergency."

Thieu's assessment is as follows, in a talk with Bunker on February 15:

"I asked Thieu how he assessed the Tet offensive from the perspective
of about two weeks., Thieu remarked that he was increasingly impressed
with the indication it gave of the price the enemy was willing to pay for
its political and psychological objectives., He thought it would take them
quite some time to recover from the high losses they had suffered both
in men and weapons, He anticipated that they will continue to try to
apply pressure wherever possible, seeking to pin down our troops to the
maximum extent while continuing their build up for possible future
offensives, He expected they would make use of mortar attacks,
harassments, attacks on air fields, and a general build up of tension
among our troops., Their hope would be to prevent us from using our
forces elsewhere and he thought this might go on for some time, maybe
3 to 4 months, Anticipating a major offensive in the north, during the
dry season there, perhaps beginning in April or May, he predicted that
its timing and duration would be designed to have the maximum effect
during our summer political conventions, "

DECLASSIFIED
.y 13 I-15-728 ﬁetﬁih_ _ :
Authority €D . \)ﬂ)ﬂf Rostow
- NARS, Date2-22=77

By._.@.-e}_—-




: tO-;l?LS,zZ:" Y 2
|FP- 1}1_ MHIT‘" ‘19!_!::,... p

E”tL DaoT CTEB acgzasr“rﬂ"aLsro
nashuxhh,qq LIZR ATTACK WAS.BLCENAOUET
'Pvc.,nzro ‘49 uns DISPuGPUFTT“HAI”LY ‘DAMAG ING  HERE. “ANID,
COURSE J-UE! CARE -GREATLY. ABOUT. QIR PEOPLE® ua I&STnLLAIr ¥
-2.-1?’"GBLD FELP US 'GREATLYIF *Tﬂxru TKYyC s
ONEHO W_GET TO 'P?nSS”FORPS 1 SﬁICOn“ﬁITH'a CACCOnN
r. - i3 Y

- }:c'.' TN T HAVE Leoit Sas

- HIRY 1S VORKING;
POLITICAL raa iP5 ARE - COGPIRATING. “ITh THE G






