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SOUTHVIETNAM 

1ST. CORPS 

' .• IN A 2 1/2 ·HOUR ENGAGEMENT 400 METERS NORTH OF T.HE XHE SANH 
\COMBAT,BASEPERIMETER,A MARINE PATROLMET STIFF ENEMY RE• • i 

SISTANCE, ON TERMINATION OF THE ENGAGEMENTTHE MARI'NE 
LOSSESWERE 1 KILLED, 21 WOUNDED, AND 25 MissING. ENEMY 
LOSSES AT 1'HIS TI.:-1E ARE UNKNOWN. CLOS~: AIR SUPPORT AIRCRAFT 
DURING THIS PEJHODATTACKED 3 ENEMY TANl{S CLOSE. TO THE 
KHRSANH ·cOMBAT BASE, 3 ENEMYSELF•Pr(OPELLED GUNSWHICH·WERE 
SIGHTED-11 MIL~:s NORTHWEST.OF THE BASE, AND AN UNKNOWN 
'NUMBEROF VEH-ICLES 1 MILE SOUTH OF THE BASE. SPECIFlC ASSESS• 
MENT HAS NOT BEEN RE:PORTED, ALTHOOO H SEVERAL SECONDARY· 
EXPLOSIONS WERE NOTED IN THE AREA SOUTH OF THE BASE • 

• MARINES /\ND ARVN UNITS, WHILE SWEEPING THE AREA SOUTH Of' 
THE PERFUME RIVER I~ OPE.RATION HUE CITY, ACCOUNTED FOR· 103 
ENE~1Y KIL.LED YEG!ERDAY DUR ING MODERATE CONTACTS. 

n:stEHDAY, E~)E;NY SHf:L,LING OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN 
NORTHERNQUANG THl PKOVINCE PERSISTED AS 689 ROUNDS OF' MIXED 
ARTILLF.RY, ~WRTAH, AND HOCKET FIRE IMPACTED IN THE. AREA.· KHE 
SANH COMBAT BASE RECE IYEP .35 0 BOUNDS WHICH KILLED 3 AND . 
WOUN'vED!>2 US MAR INES. TWO HEt I COPTERS v.'ERE DESTROYED AND 2 
w~:RE DAM AGED· BY t'HE SHELL I ~G. THE RUNWAY AT KHE SA NH WAS 
REPORT~:o TO BE IN POOR CONDITION. CON THIEN RECEIVED 285. 
ROUNDS W IT·H NO CASUALTIES REPORTED, THE REMA IN ING 51~ HOUNDS 
l.MPAC!ED AT. CAMP CARROJ..L ~ -DONG HA., AND CUA .VU~T RESULT ING · 
·IN SEHIOUS WOUNDS TO ONE US MARINE, AND DAMAGING 3 HELICOPTERS 
AND 4 08SERVAT ION A IRCRA Fi• 

WHILE SEARCH-ING.THE.PALA CE GROUNDS AT HUE, 
.... AND VIET NAME SF~FORCES UNCOVERED THE GRAVESOF 

VIETNAMESE·SOLDIERS. 

US l~AR INE 
14 0. NORTH 

AN A IR FOR CJ:: F- 1000 ON A CLOSE A IR SUPPC>R1"MISSION WAS 
SHOT DOWN ·BY. ENEMY GROUND ·FIRE 7 MILES NORTHWEST·o; CAN THO. 
THE PILOT ~JAS RECOVERED IN GOOD CONDIT ION WI1'HIN 7· NI~UTES 
AFTEH E"llrnT ING FROM THE: DOWNED A Ill CRAFT•· • 

AN A•4E. ON A CLOSE AIR SUPPOfrf MISSION WAS HIT BY GROUND • 
rIRE AND CRASHED10 l~Il..ES SOUTHEAST OF DA NANG,. THE PILOT • 
l:"JECTED AND WAS.HECOVERED. 
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.• RECENT AERIAL PHOTO~~APHS OF OCCUPIED REVEAL A NUMBER 
.f\NT·IA IHCRA~1' POSIT IONS ALONG H OUTE 5 4 8 IN "f HE A SHAU VALLEY. 
THI~ ACTIVITY t COUPLED WIT ii RO/{D CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENT. 
E:fl''OHTS ON ROUTES ;,, 7· ./.\ ND 5 48, IND I CATES THE IMPORTANCE THE 
ENEMY ATTACHES .TO 1'HF. PROTECT ION OF :THIS. IMPORTANT· LOG 1ST lCAL 
AND INF'ILTHAT ION f<OUTE •• poun: 5'-l 7 IS AN EAST-WES~ HOAD RUNNING 
Fl~OM T.HE LAO BORPER • AREA NOHT_HOF THE· A SHAU VALLEY, .BF.COMING 
A LIMITED ALL-WE,~THER,'LOOSE SURF'ACE·ROAD WESI' OF HUE. INTERCEPTS 
l.NLHCAl'E THAT Cl\~OUFLAGED"TANKS"· WOULD POSSIBLY MOVE • 
EASTWMW TODAY-ALONG ROUTE 5·47 TO .• A POINT SOME 18 MILES WEST 
or HUE •• 

2D COHPS 

THE THREATiOF A MAJOR ATTACK CONTINUES IN.THE CENTRAL· 
HlHHl..ANL1• ?ROVINCES OF' XONTUM,. PLF:I'<U, AND D/\RLAC. D"X. TO 
MAY 1n:.AN'~ARLY TAftGET •. ro THE· ·EAST ALONG THE COAST, THt 
'ENEMY'S ul::'fERMINED DEFENSE. OF' FORTIFIED POSITI.ONS NORTH OF 
Qlll NHON. Sl)GG~S~S PLANS TO ·CONDUCT AN OJi'Fl':NSI\/E IN THAT· AREA. 

30 CORPS 

OPEIMT ION Yf~LLOWSTONE:HAS· BEEN SUCCF:SSF'ULLY COMPLETED•• 
THIS OPERATION: WAS· OF THE SEARCH-AND-DESTROY VARIETY AND TOOK PLACE. IN 
AN AREA NORTH or TAY NINH NEA.R THE CAMBODIAN BORDEH. CASUALTY 
TOTALSFOR THIS OPERATION ~ERE 135 U.S. AND-5AHVN KILLED, 
1,094 U.S. AND 67 AHVN WOlll'mED, WITH 3 AHVN MISSING. ENEMY 
LOSSES WltRE 1,~5il XILLED, 1,438 DETAINED, AS WELL AS 2111 
INDIV!DlJ/\L AND CREW-Sr:RVEO ~.1E/\PONS CAPTURED. SOME 1,128 CLOSE 
AIR SUPPORTsonrn:s AND 11.7 B-5:~ MISSION$ WERE F'LOWN· AS PART Or THIS' 
OPERATION. • 

• YESTERDAY, 2·ENEMY FORCES WERE ENCOUNTERED NEAR .SAIGON • 
• IN '.THE FIRST ENGAGEMENT, 2 u. S • ARMY COt":PANIES MET. AN UNKNO~/N•• 
. s1z1-:F:Nf!:MYFOR.CE5 .ft:ILES NOftTH OF,THE .CI1'Y. AFTER A ft''IERCE 
25•MINU1'E BATTLE THE· ENEMY l~ROJ<E CONTACT. LEAVING 32 DEAD ON 

. THE BATTLEFIELD; U, s. CASUALTIES WERE 2 XILLF.D AND 10 WOUNDED.: .' • 

IN THE. SECOND CONTACT., AN AHVN A lRBORN BATTALION ENG AG ED 
AN ENEMY FORCE LATE SATURDAY 8 MILES NORTHWEST OF THE CITY. 
DURING spC>fH\DIC·frnING WHICH .LA.STED FOR 12 HOURS. THE FRIENDLY 

• ~"ORCES CAl.LEu IN HELICOPTER LIGHT FIRF: TEA~S AND TACT.ICAL AIR • 
TO -s·uPPORT .THEIR EFFORTS. T~!ENTY ENEMY SOLDIERS WEHE KILLED 
AND· 8 -~JERE DETAINED, WHILE THE t\RVN PARATROOPERS 1..0ST ·2 KILLE[) 
/\ND 23 ,,ouNDED • 

lff H CORPS 

YESTERDAY, l"HE ENEMY Sl'HUCX .. fs INH l'HUY··AIR FIELD,. 
WITH 35 ·ROUNDS OF 75-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE·FIRE IN A BRIEF 
5-NINUTE ·P1:HIOD. • FRIENDLY 'cASUALtn:s w~~f{F.'.. NOMINAL WITH 1 VNAF 
BEING XILLED AND 5 '1.10UNDED. THERE WA·S NO MATERIAL DAMAGE TO 

. T Hf~ A l HF I ELD , W HI CH REM A INS . 0 PE f<AT ION AL • 

NORTH VIETNAM 

ROLLING THljNDER ·oPERAT°lONS: THE MA JOH ITY OF THE 
85. SORTIKS fLOWN ·OVEH NORTH VIETNAN YESTERDAY WERE EMPLOYED. 
ON ARMI~D RECONNAISSANCE MISSION;· HOWEVER; 4 A-6A AIRCRAFT, 
SfRUCI<1THE PHU LY RAILROAD -YARD NEAR HANOI, THE HAIPHONG RAILROAD 
YAJ'W, THE UONGBI THERMAL .POWER PLANT NORTHv~EST OJi HAIPHONG. 

'AND THE BAI THUONG AIR-F'IELD 70 MILES SOUTH OF HANOI. IN ALL 
CASE-,·, DARKNESS PREVENTED BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. THERE WER,E NO 
A IR CRAFT REPORTEDLOST OVER NORTH VI ETNA~ LAST NIG.HT. 



MILITARY CASUALTIES IN SOUTHEAST. ASIA 

2 G rf:BRUARY 1968 . 

(2) 
CURRENT WEEK 

CD 11 AM EST (3) (4) (5) 
2 4 HH S 1 7 FEB 68 CUMULA• CUMULA•. CUMULA• 
END ING . 1'HROU3H TIVE TIVE TIVE 
11 AM EST 11 AM ES"T FROM FROM FROM 

·25 FEB 68 24 FEB· 68. 1 JAN 68 1 JAN 67 1 JAN 61· 

UNITEDSTATES CA) 

l<ILLED 497 2,714 11,879 18,736 
WOUNDED.NOT HOSP 836 6,702 • J6,356 53,477 
~•OUNDEDHOSP • 910 • 7,770 40,121 60,738 

• · CAPTURED 7 7 142 238 
MISSING 26- 390 661 1,037 

I 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

KILLED. •. 46- ~23 3,097 . 13,977 56,267 
WOUNDED 152 1, 157 9,315• 38,763 124,005I 

NISS! NG/CAPTURED • 10 135 1,107 3,447 . 28,451 

OT HER AL~ IED 

•· KILLED:· 0 1·1 . 237 1,342 .1,940 
WOUNDED 8 28 494 2,812 . 4,542 
MISSING/CAPTURED. 0 0 2 '5 ': 22 

I 

V1E1' CONG/NVA 

KILLED 620 ·6,887 '46,849 134,930 294,083 
WOUNDED· 930 8,831 70,274 202,~95 441,'125. 

: : . CESTI MATE> CB> 

A, U. s. CASUALTIES. INCLUDE-LAOS AND VIETNAM • 

. B. ··ESTIMATE·BASED·ON A 1,5 TO 1 WOUNDED TO. ~ILLEO RATIO. 

c. THE FIGUR~:s SHOWN IN COLUMN Cl) ARE PRELIMINARY, UNREFINED . 
BATTLE.FIELD .~EPORTF.D CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM COMUSMACV DAI.LY.· 

D~ THE FIGURES'· IN COLUl~NS C2) THROLG H (5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES 
REPRESENTING CASUALTIES REPORTED DUR ING THE PERIOD INDICATED. 
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Receiv~d; Washington CommCen .VZCZCE!A248 a·,,9 PM Monday 26 February 196800 WTElO ~.. .I •rD! WTE 85 Received: LBJ Ranch Coml't'Cen. 
9 :27 PM Monday 26 Februa:ry 1968FROM WHITE •• HOUSESITU AT ION ROOMCWOTRING> 

TO. THE PRESIDENT 
' CITE CAPao,96 

. I~S~ECR~ET-·S!eR!T =-· 
1 MR. ~OSTOW WANT!O YOU TO READ THE P'OLLOWINOREPORT_r• 

. ' 

ITODAYAT ABOUT NOON, !L!MtNTs·or A us SPECIAL FORC£S UNIT 
I. 

ENGAGEDAMtSTIMAT[O[NEMY COMPANY 22 MltF.S WEST IN AN ARE'A 
· OFTAY NINH CITY••ABOUT A .MILE FROM THE CAMT-30DIANBORDF.R. 

DURING THE ENCOUNTER THE ENEMY WAS REINFORCED BY THREE· TANKS • 
. THE SPECIAL FORCES UNIT TOOK THE TANKS UNDER FIRE AND DESTROYED,. 
ONE WITH·AN ANTI•TANK WEAPON~ AT.THIS POINT THE REMAINING 
Two·-TANKS \1ITHDREW .WEST 'TOWARD THE CAMBODIAN BORO£R. · THIRTY 
ENEMY SOLt)lERS WERE .ALSO KILLED WH£N THE ENEMY TANK 'F,XPLOD~D. 

DTGt·270259Z FEB 68 
DECLASSIFIED : • • 

uthori y • ()5!6 1/-J.r--,K' ~ , 
B~ ·: --<:S ,NAR:::,,Date.3-~D-7/ 

I 
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.. - FR~M WH_ITE-HOUSE SITUATION ROOM (WOTRING> • ! 

• TO · THE· PRESIDENT. . · ·.. · · I 

• St.N!TiZED ! • · . 
·INFO GEORGE CHRISTIAN 
CXTE;_CAP80600 • i •• 

• Authority.OS/.l 11-;l-•->_; ..; N.s.c..~ -.:At;·- ? 7 . · · -~----~•• · ..• 

=t O P s·E C R. E t--::S£NSlTIVE 
- _ - ey: 

. 
~-
.. 

__; Ni~RS,_Oa.te_8.~dD..-7f.·. 
. . . . i . . - • 

• • 
. . 

. . ..~ . 
• • I ' • : 

SITUATION· ROOM REPORT ··roR THE PRESIDENT--FEBRUARY 27 ~-1968(WOTRING) ; .• 
•SC>UT~VIETNAM. • , . •• • • . '· •. !'_ • . : ; . .. , . 

. i 

~AJriR GROUND IN.SOUTH LtG~T- -~: ACTION vitTNAM HAS BEE~ RE(ATIVE~Y 
DURING THE f'AST .24•HOURS, HOWEVER, :THE. ENEMY CONTINUED TO -INITIATE 
ROCKET,MORTAR,ARTILLERYAND PROBING ATTACKS:AGAINST.SEVERAL. · 
LOCAT ~ON$ THJWUGHOUT THE coµNTRY~ . • • • . 1·- . . ,· ... 

. . . ;·
FIRST CORPS . : 

.. . ... 
• 1ENEl1Y GUNNERS KEPT U? ITS PRESSURE ON ALLI'ED 'INSTAL.t.ATIONS IN 

NORTHERN PROVINCE-YESTERDAY 1,000QUANG.TRI WITHAPPROXIMATELY 
• ROUNDSOF ROCKET, 'MORTARANDARTILLERYFIRE.DIRECTEDAGAINST . 

KHE $ANH, OON THIEN AND DONG HA. DURING THE ATTACKON DONG • • 
HA-ONE U.S. WAS-KILLED AND 22 WERE WOUNDED. ADDITIONALLY, TWO.- _;· .• t 

- ·LIGHT OBSERVATION.AIRCRAFT, 20 1 000 GALLONSAPPROXIMATELY OF DIESEL 
-.FUEL AND PORTIONS OF AN AMMUNITION DUMP WERE DESTROYED. ONLY .• 
LIGHT.DAMAGEREPORTED. AND.CON.THIE~. •WAS AT KHE SANH 

·•· 
I 

ALSO IN 'tHE DMZ· AREA,. NEAR ·coN THIEN, u. s. AIRCRAFT ACCOUNTED •• 
·ron THE DESTRUCT~ON OF FIVE ENEMY ARTILLERY POSI.TIONS. • •• 

·\ . . - - . .FOUR ARlILlERY BATTALIONS : ·: • : 
WILL ·eE MOVING ALONG ROUTE IA IN NORTH VIETNAM• S HA T·INH PROVINCE· ! 
BETWEEN AND THEIRDESTINATIONIS-NOT YET KNOWN,-NOW NEXT.TUESDAY. 
BUT THEY MAYBE INTENDED TO AUGMENTTHE ENEMY•s FIR.EPOWER_IN THE •.. 

· D~1Z AREA. • • 
•. .. . ; ., 

MEANWHILE, THE MAJORNORTHVIETNAMESE COMMAND. ENTITY CONTROLLING·: . . .. 
• ENEMY UNITS AROUND KHE SANHMAY HAVE MOVEDSOMt.SlX•MILES CLOSER ' 

TO THE BORDERAREAOPPOSITEKHE SANH. DETAILED ENEMYRECONNAISSANCE 
ANOARTILLERY ACTIVITY I • . .SPOTTING CONTINUES. 

\. • .. __ THESE ACTION ARE CONSISTWT WITHTH£ E.NEMY~S 
.- CONT J:NUING EFFOHt'S •.• TO IMPROVE HIS TACTIC_AL SITUATION AROUND. • 

• -. XHE ~ANH. . . • • • .·.--=······., . •• _ 

(_ . tLsEU HERF. IN THE FIR ST CORPS, .ALLIED1;.oR~~q(IUNXAA.:t9Jr]?o5·.:: '"'f,...:,_• • • •''':'':: 
ENEMY KILL.ED IN_. ~MALL"~N IT EN_C:OUNTERS. .::;•:i.~~~:~.""~~:~::~-;~ ?~:~:,~:~1~~:l~_.:'..:f[!:r:,.--~~-,j .. ... 
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• 

• • 

·\ -
ELEMENTS OFTHENORTHOF ALL THREE REGIMENTS VIETNAMESE 
3248 DIVISIONMAYNOW AREA.WHICHBE IN THISGENERAL IS NOT 

. ( FAR FROMQUANGTRI CITY.·. THE ENEMYMAY ATTACK THE CITY AT 
•A TIMEOF HIS-CHOOSINGOR.TOPOSETHETHREAT-OF SUCHACTION 
• WITH A VIEW OF FRIGHTENING THE POPULATION.. . . 

. SECOND·CORPS .. 

• . '. Y£STERDAY.AFTERNOONTHE' ENEMY.LAUNCHED·A.MOR.TARATTACK····. 
• .AGAINST CAMPHOLLOWAY,·LOCATEDABOUT FOUR MILES EA.STOF • .· . 

·-PLElKU:·c1TY.DURING.THE-SEVEN•MINUT£ ATTACKANESTIMATED :.· 
·: .. • ~- ROUNDSIMPACTED·.WITHINTHE. CAMP RESULTING.·lN :1,. U. s•. •.• . . . ?•.. • •• .. 

• . ·wouNDEDANO TWOHELICOPTERSDAMAGED~THERE WAS NOT.REPORT•.. '·••. ... .• ·.·<•" ·> _. 
• Of ·DAMAGE.TO:THE AIRFIELD •.. • · . . • · • · • .• • • .":• :_ ·._ ~--..• ·_ 

•• • rHERE :ARE cot~T1No1~~- u~riicATiONs THAT THE ENEM; i:s PRE~AR1NG.. . : :· : ·_-• • • 
• FOR-.FURTHER.-ATTACKS··IN. ..... :>. · .•• _. ··TH£ ..C£NTRAL HIGHLANDS AREA, WITH.··.· -

.FOSSIBLE ROCKETAND MORTARATTACKSAGAINST. PLEIKU, J(ONTUM• • -- . · ·•.-. 
. .·:·.. AND DARLAC PROVINCES.·tHE. OAK TO AREA At.SO APPEARSTO BE.,· · ........ ••...•.. -~---· 

•...•..• ··:-MARKEDFOR SUCHATTACKS.<THETIMING AND INTENSITY OF SUCH · ·.: ·. · . •••:~_.:··. 

.:· : •..\ ATTACKS•IS NOT CLEARI • • • • . : .. • 

1 
. : ··., 

THIRD CORPS 

·YESTERDAYAFTERNOONTHE°EN.EM\'FIRED SEVEN ROUNDSOF ROCKETS. . . •.-_• 
INTO TAN SON NHUT AIRBASE.· ONE ROUND IMPACT£D WITHIN . • • •.•.• ·' 

'THE.AIRAMERICAPARKING TWELVE ••AREAtDAMAGING· .AIRCRAFT./ 
• THEREWERENO:fRIENDLY Cf'SUALTl.ES REPORTED•. • . . 1 

. -. .. . . 
VARIOUS REPORTS.CONTINUETO REFLECTTHEENEMY.'S CAPABILit'Y 

· TO INITiATE ROCKETAND GROUNDATTACKS AGAINST SAIGON ANO.­
BIENHOA.THEREAREINDICATIONS ATTACKS •.THATSUCH MAYTAKE 
Pl.ACE SOMETIME'TODAY, WITH A GROUNDATTACK.AGAINST BIEN J<OA 
AIRBASE CONSlDEHEDLIK&:Lr ~-. · . · • · ~-• . • . • -·: ·. :. l 

• FOURTH·CORPS• ·. . .. ! : •• 
• • ••TW'.ENTYENEMYWEREKILLED AND .-12 PERSONSWERE.DETAI°NED, i .• :·· 

. MILES WESTOF CAN THO WHENA· U.S. ARMY CO~JPANYENGAGEDAN 
ESTIMATED REINFORCEDENEMYCOMPANY.A U.S. BATTALION AND·AN • 
ADDITIONAL REINFORCED UNIT,WHILE•u.s~ COMPANY THEENGAGED . ... .TACTICALAIR STRIKESANDARTILLERY.ALSOPROVIDEDSUPPORT· ·. .. . 

.;DURINGTfiEDAY•LONO FOURTEEN KILLED.AN~. •ACT.ION. U.S. WERE ... 
S l WOUNDEDIN THIS ACTION. • ·- i 

NOR'J'Hvn:rNAM ! • . ••• 

U. s. •riLOTS FLEW 90 SORTIES OVER NORTHVIETNAM YESTERDAY. 
THE HAIPHONG RAILROAD YARP.(WEST), 2 MILES NORTHWESTOF THE 

-_CITY,WASSTRUCKIRESULTSWERENOTOBSERVEDBECAUSEOF 
DARKNESS.THE ·PHULY RAILROAD.YARD,..-53·..•·MILES SOUTHOF •. 
HANOI, AND THE BAC THUONG.AIRFIELD,· 22 rM~i~~-~ORTHWEST·-"OF----""""'"~""· . . . , 
THANH HOA, WERE-ALSO STRUqK·A~D AGAIN D~R'kNE~S.-PRE~ll~DE9in~s:Joh~so~.-....~. •.-.r-.-:~::: 
A"Y DAMAGEAS,,..ESS""c-Nr . ~-J- ....~ &.' ••• - •••• , • : • • • ,; n . l.bra'MI'I,~ l'I ~ l'J~ • • · :..r.. :a.. .. w • --:.-i-• ..•-o&_..,._.,.,.,.:..-u,..-.;..._,~-~ .•·•.. • .. . . •. •·• , • • -,1 . 

• I • • • • • • • • • • ~'-----'--~•••- • i • • '• • .... ~........~ 

i • ......... 
. • :- . . . ! 
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CUMULATIVE SINCEJANUARYCASUALTIE~ 29 

· ' KILLED WOUNDED DETAINED 

7,014ENEMY 
UNITED STATES 

( SOUTH "VIETNAM 

-~ILITARYCASUALTIE$ ASIAIN SOUTHEAST 

27 FEB~UARY19~8-

(2) . 
CURRENTWEEK 
11 ··AM EST (3) (4 > (5)°<l> 

24 .HRS· 24 FEB 68 CUMULA•-CUMULA• CUMULA• 
ENDING THROUGH .TIVE -·tIVE · TIVE 

•. 11 AMEST 11 AM EST . ~ FROM. · FROM FROM 
·26 Fta· 68 25 FEB 68 • . 1 JAN 6.8 1 JAN.67 1· JAN 61 

UNITEDSTATES-CA) • 

• KILLED 43 • . . ·135 2;s22 ·11,987 18,844 
- \'OUNDED NOT HOSP 129 . 87 7,298 . ~6,952. 54,073 . 

. ·WOUNDEDHOSP. 140 95 8,265. . 40,636 .61.255 
·.CAPTURED 0 0 1 142 238" 
MISSING 0 -0 -~06. 577 953 

• SOUTH VIETNAM 

KILLED • 14 ."-{ WOUNDED 113 
.·MlSSING/C~PTURED 18 

• ... OTHER ALLIED _. • 

KILLED: •• • . • . • l • . 0 -2~7- 1,~42 1,940
~OUNDED. • • : • 8 10 •502 2,820. ·. 4,550 . 
MISSINe/CAPTURED.. . ,Q 0 2 5 . • · . 22 _. · 

• Ivii·rc·oNG/NVA"•.• ·_..::. '. •• • 
. -· ; . ·.:. 

KILLED-·.· · :__· .. •. • · ... ·740 
WOUNDED· .• ·• · , 1, 110 

~ (ESTIMATE> C:B> :- .·_ ; : • • -· 

. . . 
• C. THE .. FIGURES SHOWN.IN COLUMNCD ARE PREL.IM.INARY, UNRE.FINED. . 

•• BATTLEFIELD REPORTED CASUALTIES RECEIVED FROM. COMUSMACVDAILY.. . . 

. D. t·HE -FIGURES IN COLUMNS (2> THROUGH C5f ARE VERIFIED FIGURES 
REPRESENTINGCASUALTIES.REPORTED DURING.'THE PERIOD INDICATED. 

( 

. . -- .... - . ... . . ....... 



--

t1I . 
..,,. 

__ __ 

• 

61 

18.,889 

MILITARYCASUALTIHS ASIAIN SOUTHEAST 
.JI ..... ...: 

DECLASSIFIED28 FEBRUARY1968 

I.'; • 

( l.) 
-24 Hrs 

~ flncl ing 
11 AM HST 
27 Fl1B 68 

UNITE!)STATJ1S8 
• . 

Killed 15 
·Wounded Not Hosp 110 
Wo\tndecl lfosp 119 
Captured 0 
Missing 3 

SOUTHVlETNAM 

Killed 21 
Wounded 91 
Mi~sing/Capturcd 6 

OTHERALLIED 

• Killed .2 
Woun<.\ed 4 

• .Mi ssing/Capturcd 0 

vrnT CONG/NVA 

Kil.1.ed 669 
Wounded b 1,004 
(estjmatc) 

Authority ....;.a_.;;;;;;;25;;.:;.:'.()~_K_-.:._?-_;7:....:f':....::::~~"-
(2) 

Cul'rcnt Week By ::i4? , NARS, Date._3_-
11 AM RST (3) (4) (5) 
24 FEB 68 Cumula.. Cumula.. Cumula-
Througl1 tive tive tivc 
ll AM UST 11rom From J=rom 
26 FEB 68 1 Jan 68 1 Jan 67 l Jan.....__,..,..._.~ 

180 2,867 12,032
195 7,406 37,060 54.,181
211 8,381 40.752 61,369

0 7 142 238 s 311 582 958 

98 3,157 14,037 56,327
399 9,580 39,028 124,370

31 1,13S 3,475 28,479 

1 238 1,343 l,941
18 S10 2,828 4,558

0 2 s 22 

1,978 48,209 136,290 295,443
2,967 72,314 204,436 443,165 . 

a. U.S. Cusualtie5 include Laos and Vietnam, 

b. Dstimatc based on rt 1.5 to 1 Woundedto Killed rat~o. 

c.· The figu1·es shown in column (1) are p1·eliminary, unrefined. 
• b~ttleficld reported casualties received from COMUSMACVdaily. 

d, The figures in columns (2) through (S)· are verified figures 
representing casualties rcporte<.1 during the pet•iod indicated, 

-= CANF1:1'!3fff.!.&k 
j 

1. SPECIALINTELLIGENCE ONRTIVHRSEMATF.RTAL OF PAGE. 
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MJI..TTARYCASUAt.T£ESlN SOUTHEASTASIA.....,_.......-.._........._.,_. 

(1) 
24 Hrs 
ending
11 AM HST 
29 Feh 68 

aUNJTJ:ll STATl1S 

Killed 61 
Woundt~d Not Hosp 75 
\fourtded llosp 82 
Capture<l 0 
Mfsging 3 

Sa°UTII VlETNAN 

Ki llecl zz 
Wounded 79 
Missing/Captured 1 

O'fl 11:H ALL Inn 

• Ki 11 ed. 2 
Wounded 8 
Nlsslng/Capturc<l 0 

I 

VJfl'J' CONG~NVA 

1':i J 1crl 413 
l~oundcd S70 
Jestimatch) 

1 MARCH1968 

(2)
Current Week 

I

1 l AM HST t3) (4) ( 5) 
24 Feb 68 Cumula• Cumula- Cumula· 
Through tivc ti Ve• tivc 
ll AM EST From From From 

l .ran 68 ,Tan.?..LE.<tlJ_§_..........................1 Jan 67 l 61?_ __ 

300 2,987 12,152 19,009 
825 7,036 37,690 54,811 
893 9,063 41,434 62,051 

2 9 144" 240 
7 313 584 960 

157 3,216 14,096 56,386 
560 9,741 39,189 124,S31 

78 1,182 3,S22 28,526 

3 240 1,345 1,943 
26 S18 z.s36 4.,566 

0 2 s 22 

3,211 49,442 137,523 296,676 
4,817 76,1~4 206,286 445,015 

Lao~ and Vietnam.· a. U.S. Ca~ualties include 

h. Estimate based on u 1.5 to I Wounded to Killed ratio . 

..:. 1'hl1 figures shown in column (1) arc.! preliminary, un.refined 
battlefield reporte~ casualties received daily.from COMUSMACV 

<1. The figures in column~ (2) through (S) are verified fjgurcs 
n~prt~~enti.ng casualties ·reported during the period indicatcu. 

CO)JFlB£tJTIAI. 

SPHCIAL lNTELLlGENCE MATERIAL ON RI:VHRSHOF PAGE 
DECLASSIFIED 

Autho~ty 05/J 8'- 7- ?cf 

By --:1.{f , NARS, Date_-3_. 

----

--~. __ 

•• 

•
j 

I 
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Wednesday, March 6, 1968 
7:25 AM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

A C-123 with a crew of 4 and 44 passengers was hit by Communist 
gunfire and crashed at Khe Sanh this• morning. Initial reports 
from the base indicate that there were no survivors 

White House Situation Room 
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QQ?H'IHl.iNT,61 

. . . MII,IT/\RY CASU.\l.T!ES A~D F.Xlf~!Y l'iDAVONS 
.SEIZHfJ IN SOUTHEASTASIA-----·-----·----·--

., 

(l.).• 
24 Hl"S 
Ending
11 AM UST 
12 Mar 68 
---...-

UN!"fED ·s .. (ATI:sn 
•Kil led 
Wounded Xot Hosp
Wounded Hosp 
Capturod 
Missing. 

• SOU'fll Vi H''fNAM 
• Ki.1 lcd 
·.wounded 
·Missing/ Cap_tu red 

O.THER· ALt.:IED .. 
· KU lc,1' 

_;•.......wounded . . 
• Mfs s in &l C~pt u r ~ d. ~ 

•· WEAPONSSEIZED 
•• ·Individual • • • 
• • • Crei1 S~rvcd 

. ...-· .. 
-:·- a;·· U.S. Casual 

12 • 
83 
90. 
o· 
0 

.• · .. 59· 
162 

·2 

0 
S 

....~ : ....~ • 

,.. 

· 71 
s 

ties include . -.- .. 

b;· Estimate based on 1.5 

d. The figures· in colur.ms 
r~prescnting ca~ualties 

to 

13 MARCH1968 

(2) . 
Current Weck 
ll' fM E§T (3) (4) • (5) 

$ r..fal" vS .Cumula.. Cumula-· Cumula­
Through tivc tive ti ,~e 
11 AN ES1, From· . F1·om From 
11 Mar 68 1 Jan.68· 1 Jan 67 l Jan 61 

.9.7 3,835' 13,000 i~.,857· 
510 10,232 .. 39 ;886 57,007 
619 11,295 45,666 64,283 

0 22 157 253 . 
32 219 490 861 • 

99 3,528 14,608 56,798 
661 11,831 41,279 126;621 
·15 1,404 3,744 28,748 

. 
4 273 

: 

1,378 1;976 
s 289 2,907 4,677 

.. .o 2 s 22• ' •• . ~.., .-~ 
.;.; .;.... ......._._.. 

:._:_.;:.-;-?~ · l 619 · . • 6 4 942 
. I... ,. I 153,023 312,176

• • 2 ,.428 · · • ·97 ,412 229,534 468,263 

286 lZ,894. _41,316
47 •• 2,789 .S,66S ·- -· 

Laos· ~nd Vietnam • 

1 Wounded to··Killed ratio. 

(3) thi:ough (S) a·re 'vorific~d figures 
~cported d~ring t~e p~riod indicated. 

DECLASS FIED 

__,.._·-·-. ·-- ---
- ... ... - .......... -.-- -

• -~·· - ..---:--;~-----·-:··- .. ;-,--...,.._..- .............. --i,.... -:- ...... -.~•~ ... :.. - -- .. ,,_.,. -.: .-. • - •• -· ----·- ......... ... 

,.. 
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/ C::) REJEIVEDWASHING'I\.,&fc·oMMCEN"- l/ · 6:10 A-.l-1. EST SUNDAY 17 MAR6800 WTEJ5 
DE WTE10 062AU RE):jEIVED LBJ RANCH C011MCEN 

6: 14 A.!{. CST SUNDAY 17 MAR68
EEA277 I () f 11.JW /},,!~& 

00 WTElO WTE15 171-;;s c/4lCrilt.t. .../ 1-REIAYED TO AUSTIN COMMCF.,N 
• DE WTE 1084 ;Jvr ot.1, .,r#oJ_ ,,/ 6:19 A ... l-1. CST SUNDAY17 MAR68 

.FROMWHITE HOUSE. SITUATIONROOMCBROVN)
TO THE PRESIDENT 

m~g~~~m~N : 'J8rSEe!EE" 
~-=--~---

-YOPS!eRET 

OPERATIONALINTELLIGENCEBRIEF FOR 17 MARCH1968 

.SOUTHEASTASIA 

SUMMARY:US FORCES CONTINUETOPUT PRESSUREON THE 
ENEMYWITH SIGNIFICANT RESULTSAROUNDQUANGNGA! AND SAIGON. 
ENEMYINITIATED ACTIVITY THEWAS AGAIN LIGHT THROUGHOUT 
COUNTRY. 

THE CHANCES OF AN EARLY ATTACKON BAN ME THUOT SEEM 
MORELIKELY WITH A CRACK NVA REGIMENT NOWPOSITIONEDCLOSER 
TO THE CITY~ IN THE DELTA, EARLY VIET CONG PROPAGANDA 
SUCCESSESARE EBBING; CURRENT VIETNAMESESOUTH OFFENSIVE 
ACTIONSMAYFURTHERIMPROVECONDITIONS. 

DECL SSIFIED 
SOUTHVIETNAM Authority D S I I - I .l-- 7 R' 

1ST CORPS By ~ , ~ ARS, Date ..3 - 0 - 7 i 
A US ARMY THREE-COMPANY A LARGE TASK FORCE ATTACKED 

ENEMYFORCE LOCATED OF QUANG 6 MILES NORTHEAST NGA! CITY. 
THE FIGHT LASTED OVER 7 HOURSWITH ARTILLERY AND HELICOPTER 
GUNSHIPSIN SUPPORT. THE ENEMY WAS FORCED TO FLEE LEAVING 
128 DEAD~ TWO US WERE KILLED AND 10 WOUNDED.PRISONER 
REPORTSHAVE INDICATED A PLANNED ATTACKON·QUANGNGA! CITY BY 
SEVERALNVA UNITS, INCLUDING A ROCKET BATTALION,ALLEGEDLY 
EQUIPPEDWITH 122-MM ROCKETS. 

2ND CORPS 

A US NIGHT SPOTTER AIRCRAFTOBSERVEDFOUR TRUCKS MOVING 
·soutH· OF PLEIKU CITY EARLY YESTERDAYMORNING. ONE TRUCK 

.. WAS TOWING· AND ANOTHER TRUCKWAS CARRYING UNKNOWNTYPE 
LAUNCHERS~THE AIRCRAFT FIRED AT THE VEHICLES AND CAUSED 
FOUR SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. A SWEEP OF THE AREA F.OUND ONE 
QESTROYED ·BUT NO SIGN OF THE LAUNCHERS.· TRUCK 

,• 



THE POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY ATTACK ON BAN Mt THUOT SEEMS 
MORELIKELY WITH TWO NVA REGIMENTAL NOWHEADQUARTERS LOCATED 
NEAR THE CITY. A TWO-DAY OF HEADQUARTERS, MOVE NVA 32D 
REGIMENTPLACEDIT WITHIN 7 MILES OF BAN ME THUOT ON 15 
MARCH;T~E HEADQUARTERS IS ABOUTOF THE 33D NVA REGIMENT 
AS CLOSE. MACVCONSIDERSTHE 32D REGIMENT AS PROBABLY THE 
BEST ENEMY COMBATUNIT IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS. 

3RD CORPS 

U.S. ARMY AND AN ARVN BATTALION A COORDINATED COMPANY MADE 
ATTACKON AN ENEMY COMPANY OFREINFORCED 15 MILES NORTHWEST 
SAIGON. FRIENDLYUNITS WERE SUPPORTED BY TACTICAL AIR, 
ARTILLERY, AND ARMED HELICOPTERS. AFTER 6 HOURSTHE ENEMY 
BROKECONTACTLEAVING95 DEAD, AND 13 INDIVIDUALAND SIX 
CREW-SERVED NO U.S. BUT10WEAPONS. THERE WERE CASUALTIES 
ARVNWERE KILLED AND 19 WOUNDED. 

4TH CORPS 

YESTERDAY,BINH THUY AIRFIELD SUSTAINED A 40-ROUND MORTAR 
ATTACKRESULTINGIN ONE AIRCRAFT DESTROYEDAND FIVE DAMAGED. 
THESE WERE ALL VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE AIRCRAFT •• THEAIRFIELP 
·REMAINSOPERATIONAL CASUALTIES.AND THERE WERE NO PERSONNEL 

FOLLO~INGA SHARP DROP IN THE NUMBER OF COORDINATED 
ENEMYACTIONS SINCE MID-FEBRUARY, HASVIET CONG PROPAGANDA 
FEATUREDTHREATSOF A SECOND ALL•OUTOFFENSIVEAGAINST 
POPULATIONCENTERSIN THE 4TH CORPS AREA. THE INITIAL SUCCESS 
OF THE PROGRAM IS BEGINNINGT"O WEAR THIN, HOWEVER, DUE TO 
THE ABSENCE OF SIGNIFICANT ENEMY ATTACKS. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
OFFENSIVEOPERATIONSNOWUNDERWAYIN THE DELTA MAY HELP TO 
OFFSET VIET CONG PROPAGANDA EVEN MORE. 

ARC LIGHT OPERATIONS: 

TWNENTY•EIGHT SORTIES WERE WITHIN AN 8 B-52 AGAIN FLOWN 
MILE RADIUS OF KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, STRIKING TROOP CONCENTRATIONS, 
FORTIFICATIONS,ARTILLERYPOSITIONS, AND SUPPLY AND STORAGE AREA?• 
AN ADDITIONAL 26 SORTIES WERE FLOWNAGAINSTTROOP CONCENlRATIONS, 
TUNNEL.ANDCAVE SYSTEMS, AND ENEMY BASE CAMPS IN THE HUE, DA NANG, 
PLEIKU, AND SAIGON AREAS. 

NORTHVIETNAM 

ROLLINGTHUNDEROPERATIONS: 

THERE WERE 149 SORTIES FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAMYESTERDAY 
INCLUDINGTWO STRIKES AGAINST ALFA TARGETS. THE YEN VIEN 
RAILROADCLASSIFICATIONYARD 6 MILES NORTHEAST OF HANOI WAS 
STRUCKBY .ONE AIRCRAFT ON AN AIRBORNE RADARRELEASE. WEATHER 
PREVENTEDDAMAGEASSESSMENT. THE KIENAN HIGH~AY BRIDGE .AND 
ONE OF THE BYPASSES ARE REPORTED oo~JINWITH ALL APPROACHES 
ALSO RECEIVING SOME DAMAGE. ONE AIRCRAFT THISACCOMPANYING 
STRIKE FORCE STRUCK A SAM SITE WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. 



THREE AIRCRAFT WERELOST ON STRIKES OVER THE NORTH, ONE 
PILOT WAS RESCUED. 

u~s~PILOTS OBSERVED 11 SURFACE-TO-AIRMISSILES~ 

LAOS 

BARRELROLL AND STEEL TIGER OPERATIONS: 

THERE WERE 335 SORTIES FLOWN IN LAOS~ YESTERDAY, WITH 
251 SORTIES FLOWN AGAINSTTARGETSIN THE AREA ADJACENT TO 
KHE SANH. A TOTAL OF 17 .TRUCKS WAS REPORTED DESTROYED 
AND EIGHT DAMAGED. 

THAILAND 

THE DEPLOYMENT AIRCRAFT ASIAOF SIX F·lllA TO SOUTHEAST 
FOR OPERATIONS AND COMBAT EVALUATION(OPERATIONCOMBATLANCER)·
WAS COMPLETED TODAYWHENTHE LAST AIRCRAFT LANDEDAT TAKHLI 
ROYALTHAI AIR FORCE BASE. 

LATE ITEM 

SOUTHVIETNAM- 1ST CORPS TACTICAL ZONE 

YESTERDAY,AT KHE SANH, FRIENDLY ARTILLERYFIRED 1457 
ROUNDSAGAINSTENEMYPOSITIONS KILLING 26 AND THE ENEMY 
FIRED 135 ROUNDSOF MIXED MORTAR, ARTILLERYAND ROCKETS 
WOUNDING10 MARINES. TACTICAL AIRCRAFTSORTIES INCREASED 
TO 427 CAUSING SECONDARY ANDTWOSECONDARY47 EXPLOSIONS 
FIRES. ONE HUNDRED MONTAGNARDAND EIGHTY-TWO TRIBESMEN 
WEREGIVEN SANCTUARY AIRLIFT HAS TO THE KHE SANH BASE. 
BEEN REQUESTED.TO EVACUATETHESE REFUGEES~ 

U.S. MARINESATTACKEDAN ESTIMATED ENEMYBATTALIONNEAR 
GIO LINH. AFTER A DAY OF HEAVY FIGHTING THE ENEMY WITHDREW 
LEAVING83 KILLED. TWO U.S. WEREKILLED AND 31 WOUNDED. 

. r 
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MILITARYCASUALTIESAND ENEMY WEAPONS 
SEIZED IN SOUTHEASTASIA 

17 MARCH1968 

(2) 

CURRENTWEEK 
C1) 11 AMEST (3) (4) C 5) 

24 HRS 9 MAR 68 CUMULA­ CUMULA• CUMULA­
ENDING THROUGH TIVE TIVE TIVE 
11 AM EST 11 AM EST FROM FROM FROM 
16 MAR 68 15 MAR68 l JAN 68 1 JAN 67 1 JAN 61 

UNITED STATES A 
KILLED 35 295 4033 13198 20055 
WOUNDED 112 10499 40153 57274NOTHOSP 837 
WOUNDED HOSP 122 908 11584 43955 64572 
CAPTURED 0 1 22 157 253 
MISSING 0 21 208 479 855 

SOUTH VIETNAM 
KILLED 47 336 3765 14845 57035 
WOUNDED 162 1413 12583 42031 127373 
MISSING/CAPTURED ·2 33 1422 3762 28766 

OTHERALLIED 
KILLED l 4 273 1378 1976 
WOUNDED 1 14 298 2916 4686 
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 2 4 7 24 

VIET CONG/NVA 
KILLED 747 3637 66960 155041 314194 
WOUNDED 1120 5354 100338 232460 471189 
C EST !MATEB) 

WEAPONSSEIZED 
INDIVIDUAL 128 775 13383 41806 -----_....CREWSERVED 17 102 2844 5720 

. • A. U.S. CASUALTIESINCLUDELAOS AND VIETNAM~ 

B. ESTIMATEBASED ON 1~5 TO 1 WOUNDEDTO KILLED RATIO~ 

C. THE FIGURES SHOWN IN COLUMNC1) ANDC2) ARE PRELIMINARY, UNRErINED 
BATTLEFIELD-REPORTED RECEIVED DAILY.CASUALTIES FROM COMUSMACV 

D. THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS(3) THROUGH(5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES 
REPRESENTING REPORTED THEPERIODINDICATED~CASUALTIES DURING 

DTG 11111oz MAR 1968 

. . . i 
t 
I 
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FROM·THEWHITE HOUSE SITUATION~00~ 
TO THEPRESIDENT 
INFO GEORGE CHRISTIAN 
C~TE CAP80702 

· SANITIZED 
T 9 P 8 EC RB i SENSITIVE 

OPERATIONALINTELLIGENCE BRIEF FOR 18 -t•lARCH 

SOUTHEliST ASIA 

SUNMARY: 

FRIENDLYFORCESCONTINUETO COUNTER ENENY 
ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR AliACKS AS YELL AS.PERSISTENT 
GROUND"ATTACKS THE DMZ WHILE UoSo .AND ARVN-CONBINED BELOU 
OPERATIONSCONTINUETO HAVE·SIGNIFICANTANDSUCCESSFUL 
CONTACTS \:!ITH CotfrlUNIST FORCES ·IN THE SAIGON AREAo 

-\ 
. 1 

• A NE~ 
INFILTRATIONGROUPHAS BEEN FORMED, BUT. IT IS NOT CLEAR AT 
THIS TIME WHETHER AN INCREASED RATE OF INF1LTRAT10NIS 

. ( INDICATED. 

SOUTHVIETNAt1 

1ST CORPS 

YESTERDAY,THE ENEMY FIRED 500 ROU~DSOF MIXED MORTAR 
.AND ROCK~T ROUNDSON"THE.KHESANH COMBAT BASE eouND!NG 19 

·'MARINES.THEARVN DEFENSIVEPOSITIONSAT KHESANH REPELLED 
AN ENEMY GROUNDATTACK. RESULTSOF THIS ACTION AR~ NOT 

•KNOVN.TACTICALAIR STRIKES TOTALED 310 IN SUPPORTOF . 
FRIErJDLY FORCES IN THE AREA. THERE· WERE ·43 SECONDARY EXPLOS!OclS~ 
28 SECONDARY STRUCTURES •FIRES, 14 MILITARY AND 
ONE.BRIDGE-DESTROYED. 

ELEMENTS OF A·u.s. MARINE BATTALIONATTACKEDAN ENEMY 
FORCE 14 MILES WEST-SOUTHVEST OF DA NA:~. H£AVY.ARTILLERY 
FIRE 'iAS DIRECTED ON THE ENE:1lY POSIT! o~:sCAUSINGTHEr,1 TO 
BREAKAND RUN.U.S. ARTILLERYCONTINUEDTO POUND THE ENEMY 
~ITHDRA~ALROUTES. U.S. CASUALTIES~~?.I 10 KiLLED AND 30 
WOUNDED•. INITIAL R£SULTS OF E~JE:,1YCt.S!J~.LTIESt.ccom:r FOR 16 
KILLED AND THREE DETAINED. A CLANDESTINE SAIDINFORMANT 
COORDINATED DA NANG BEGINATTACKS AGAINST AND HOI AN WOULD 

.( SHORTLY AFT£R 21 t~,-'\RCH. U.S. OPERATIO~i,s _IN-THE AREA., HOrJEVER, 
HAV'r' UPSET TH~ PLAN. .,~ .•• ~1.-1 ~ ·• ·"_ :: ... :·.--:·,.,:"#~-~-~-;_.; -•·.•····" ·. -~~-"":'-~~·<' ,,,..., '3 ••--c_-··--...1,PRO""o~SLY .. .. __ 

- •• . ·~ • • : • • )-;Cf O P -~ ~---~Y?do~-B~~~e_s·-.J~h~so~~-_i,i~-;~;-T 
A PRISONERAND SEVERAL AGENTSSAY THAT ~ou.~NG.TRI· CITY ., ~-.-.:.-:.·...:.:.:~~~~ ..;~.,.t~: 

WILL BE ATTACK2D THIS tlONTH. POSSI3LY RELATED ) 

\ · • AT LEAST AN ~u:~mn OF THE ~iV.I\ 3C~TH DIVISIO}l IS ABOUT 
·TO MOVE FRm.J SOUTH OF KHE SAt!H 10 QUA:·!G TRI. • ----- -
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FROM THE WHITE HOUSE SITUATIONROOM 
• TO THE PRESIDENT 

INFO GEORGE CHRISTIAN SANITIZED 
CITE CAP80702 Authorityoso ll-/.5-- ;,f' J lvsl} /-d)~- ~'f · 

By d ...,!? , NARS,Date3.-,;;u,-'Jf .•.,IQ PS F CR EI SENSITIVE 

OPERATIONAL BRIEF FOR 18 MARCHINTELLIGENCE 

SOUTHEASTASIA 

( 
·~~ . SUMMARY: 

FRIENDLYFORCESCONTINUETO COUNTER ENEMY 
ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR.ATTACKSAS WELL AS PERSISTENT 
GROUNDATTACKSBELOWTHE DMZ WHILE U.S. AND ARVN COMBINED 
OPERATIONSCONTINUETO HAVE SIGNIFICANT AND SUCCESSFUL 
CONTACTSWITH COMMUNIST FORCES IN THE SAIGON AREA. 

\ IT IS NOT CLEAR AT 
THIS TIME WHETHER AN INCREASED RATE OF -INFILTRATION IS 
INDICATED. 

~·· •• --- . - • ·-,-·-- -
.·...: : ~·1' 
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:SOUTH VIETNAM· 

1ST CORPS 

. YESTERDAY,THE ENEMY fIRED.500 ROUNDSOF MIXED MORTAR 
ANDROCKET ROUNDSON THE KHE SANH COMBAT 19BASE WOUNDING 
~1ARINES.THE ARVN DEFENSIVEPOSITIONS AT KHE SANH REPELLED 
AN ENEMY GR6UNDATTACK. RESULTS OF THIS ACTION ARE NOT 
KNOWN.TACTICALAIR STRIKES TOTALED 310 IN SUPPORTOF 
FR!Et~DLYFORCES IN THE AREA~ 43 SECONDARYTHERE WERE EXPLOSIONS·~ 
28 SECONDARY STRUCTURES •FIRES, J4 MILITARY AND 
ONE BRIDGE DESTROYED. 

ELEMENTSOF AU.Sa BATTALION AN ENENY MAftINE ATTACKED 
FORCE 14 MILES WEST-SOUTHVEST ARTILLERYOF DA NANG. HEAVY 
FIRE WAS DIRECTED ON THE ENEMY POSITIONS·cAUSINGTHEMTO 
BREAKAND RUN. U.S. ARTILLERYCONTINUEDTO POUND THE ENEMY 
WITHDRAWALROUTES. U.S. CASUALTIESWERE10 KILLED AND 30 . 
WOUNDED.INITIAL RESULTS OF ENEMY CASUALTIESACCOUNTFOR 16 
KILLED AND THREE DETAINED. A CLANDESTINE SAIDINFORMANT( COORDINATEDATTACKSAGAINSTDA NANG·AND HOI AN.WOULD BEGIN 

• SHORTLYAFTER 21 MARCHoU.S._ OPERATIONS IN THE AREA, HOWEVER~ 
HAVE PROBABLY UPSET THE PLAN. • . . 

A PRISONE~ AND SEVERAL AGENTSSAY THAT ·QUA~G TRI CITY 
WILLBE ATTACKED THIS MONTH. POSSIBLY RELATEDj · 

\ • AT LEAST AN ELEMENT OF THE NVA 304TH DIVISION IS. flB()u'f--
TO MOVE FROMSOUTHOF KHE SANH TO QUANG TRI. • 

.2D CORPS 

YESTERDAY~A u~s. ARMY F~UND D!AD-10COMPANY 49 ENEMY 
MILES NORTH-NORTHWEST OF KONTUM AS A RESULT OF ARTILLERY AND 
TACTICALAIR STRIKES WHICHYERE DIRECTED AGAINSTTHE ENEMY 
IN A FIGHT THE PREVIOUS DAY. U.S. CASUALTIESFROMTHAT FIGHT 
WEREONE KILLED AND THREE WOUNDED . 

• A POSSIBLE NEW NVA INFILTRATIONGROUP\' 
\ HAS BEEN FORMED,! BY THE HIGH CONTROLLED 
COMMAND •IN HANOI.\ 

... 
, 

(_ 



, ~lJ COHPS 

ON 17 MARCH, ELEME~,~ OF TWO ARVN BATTALIONSA1tACKED 
AN ENEMY COMPANY OF SAIGOt!~ ARMEDHELICOPTERS30 MILES NORTHWEST 
AND ARTILLERY WERE IN SUPPORTFORCINGTHE ENENY TO BREAK 
CONTACTAFTER FIVE HOURS OF "FIGHTIHG LEAVING50 DEAD. 
ARVNLOSSES WERE SIX KILLED, 13 WOUNDED,AND ONE MISSING. 

LATER THE SAME DAY A POPULAR FORCES PLATOON ENGAGEDA 
LARGE ENEMY FORCE 17 MILES NORTH-NORTHWEST OF SAIGON. AN 
ARVNBATTALION FORCES COMPANY ANDAND A POPULAR REINFORCED 
TACTICALAIR AS WELL AS ARMED HELICOPTERSWERE CALLED IN 
FOR SUPPORTo THE ENEMY BROKECONTACTAFTER A FOUR-HOUR 
FIGHT LEAVING 55 DEAD, SEVEN INDIVIDUAL AND NINE CREW-SERVED 
WEAPONS,AND A LARGE QUANTITY OF AMMUNITION. ARVNLOSSES 
WERESEVEN KILLED AND s1x·wouNDED. 

4TH CORPS 

ARVN UNITS IN SEARCHINGFOR THE ENEMY MADETWO SIGNIFICANT 
CONTACTS~ONE 3 MILES NORTHEAST 21 MILESAND THE OTHER 
WEST OF NY THO. FORTY-ONE OF THE ENEMY WERE KILLED, EIGHT · _ 
DETAINED,31 AND EIGHT CREW-SERVED SEIZED.INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS 
FRIENDLYCASUALTIESWERETWO KILLED AND 17 WOUNDED. 

A PRISONER CAPTUREDON.14 MARCH IN DINH TUONG PROVINCE~ 
ABOUT50 MILES SOUTHWEST SOLDIERSOF SAIGON, SAID ABOUT.FIVE 
DESERT DAILY FROM HIS BATTALION.RECENTREPORTSINDICATE 
THAT THE VIET CONG HAVE BEEN FORCING YOUTHS12 YEARS OF AGE 
AND OLDER INTO SERVICE, WHI~H MAY BE A FACTOR IN THE DESERTIONS~ 

ARC LIGHT OPERATIONS: 
.. 

THIRTY-FIVE B-52 SORTIES AGAIN STRUCK ~ITHIN AN EIGHT-MILE 
RADIUS OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, STRIKING TROOP CONCENTRATIONS 
FORTIFICATIONS,ARTILLERYPOSITIONS, AND SUPPLY AND STORAGE AREAS. 
AN ADDITIONAL 25 SORTIES HAMMERED TROOP CONCENTRATIONS, ENEMY 
LINES Of COMMUNICATIONS, AND BASE CAMPS IN FORTIFICATIONS, 
THE HUE, QUANG NGAI, PLEIKU, AND NHA TRANG AREAS. 

PROPAGANDA: 

THE NATIONAL LIBERATIONFRONT HAS ISSUED A WORLDWIDE 
APPEAL TO OBSERVE 19 MARCH,_THE "ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM 
DAY OF STRUGGLE AGAINSTU.S. IMPERIALISM.~THERE IS NO 
INDICATIONTHAT THE ENEMY IS PLANNINGTO MARK THE DAY WITH 
COORDINATED, ATTACKS; IN A POSITION ATTENTION-GETTING HE IS 
TO DO_ SO, HOWEVER, IN THE 1ST AND 2D CORPS PARTICULARLY 
AREAS. 

NORTHVIETNAM 

ROLLINGTHUNDEROPERATIONS: 

THERE WERE 119 SORTIES FLOWN OVER NORTH VIETNAMYESTERDAY. 
-ALL SCHEDULED ALFA STRIKES WERE CA~Eti.Ep.·..BECA_US_~_~O.f.,.!OOR . ~ 
OPERATIONALWEATHERIN THE TARGET AREAS_.;cfO p y- _. T~~:'.e-:-:--=::'IT./·:-u!,£~~~-"';v·J~:"!::f.::/---··':t~

ii- J· .. ,.·.~-~don ..Ba1ne 8 ~-Johri · -·•·.:··•. ~-.; · 
• ~ • :· • • -- . • ---- r .• ili1Li~~'i::~e~1$-~'r~';:-~~,;-:~:~~~~--~·~v._"·,.. s~~~~~iprarj-: ft 

• . • . • --..:_ • _..P~-. ·, • - , -"' • . . ,,..,._,.-.~~'i'.' ~ r' I'--~•--◄- ,."!.'t.zti*.,;;,._,.:-J~~t!::_ 
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AIR ACTIVITY: 

- A NORTH ~IETNAMESE1L-28 JET LIGHT BOMBER RETUhNEDTO 
PHUC YEN AIRFIELD FROM CHINA ON 16 MARCH,BRINGINGTHE TOTAL 
NUMBEROF IL-28S BASED IN COUNTRYTO THREE; FIVE REMAIN 
IN CHINA~ THERE IS NO CLEAR INDICATION AS TO WHAT USE IS 
fLANNEDFOR THEM. 

LAOS 

BARRELROLL AND STEEL TIGER OPERATIONS: 

YESTERDAY,326 SORTIES WERE FLOWN OVER LAOS OF WHICH 163 
·WEREIN THE SECTOR ADJACENTTO KHE SANH. PILOTS REPORTED 
43 TRUCKSDESTROYEDAND 16 DAMAGED. • 
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~eer~FI U£NTIAL 

MILITARY CASUALTIES AND ENEMY WEAPONS ' 
SEIZED IN SOUTHEASTASIA 

18 NARCH 1968 

(2) 
CURRENTWEEK 

( 1) 11 AM EST (3) (4) (5) 
24 HRS 9 MAR 68 CUMULA• cur~ULA- CUI1ULA-
ENDING THROUGH TIVE TIVE TIVE 
11 AM EST 11 At1 EST FROM FROM FROM 
17 MAR 68 16 MAR 68 1 JAN 68 1 JAN 67 1 JAN 61 

UNITED STATE CA)
NCKILLED l 1 356 4094 13259 20116 

WOUNDEDNOT HOSP 75 913 10575-- 40229 57350 • 
WOUNDED ·82 991 11667 44038" 64655"HOSP 
CAPTURED 0 0 22 157 253 
MISSING 0 45 232 503 879 

SOUTH.VIETNAM 
KILLED • 24 383· 3812· 14892 57082 
WOUNDED 116 1575 • 12745 42193 127535 
MISSING/CAPT~RED 0 35 1424 3764 28768 

OTHERALLIED 
KILLED 1 5 274 1379 1977 
WOUNDED l 15 299 2917 4687 
MISSING/CAPTURED 0 2 4 7 24 

VIET CONG/NVA 
KILLED 376 4384 67707 155788 314941 . 
WOUNDED 564 6474 101458 233580 472309 
CESTIMATE)CB) 

WEAPONSSEIZED 
INDIVIDUAL 128 903 13511 41934 
CREWSERVED 14 119 2861 5737 -----

-CA) u~s~.CASUALTIESINCLUDELAOS AND VIETNAM. 

( B) ESTIMATE 5 TO 1 WOUNDEDBASED ON 1 ~ TO ·KILLED RATIO 

CC>. T~E FIGURES SHciWN iN COLUM~Cl)_ AND C2) ARE PRELIMINARY~ 
UNREFINEDBATTLEFIELD-REPORTED RECEIVEDCASUALTIES FROM 
COMUSMACV •• •DAILY~ • 

CD> THE FIGURES IN COLUMNS(3) THROUGH(5) ARE VERIFIED FIGURES 
REPRESENTINGCASU~LTI~? ~EPOR~ED_ THE PERIOD INDICATED. D~U~_~NG 

"t'!I~ ~ nr· .. " 1 '[ 

•~ ' t -~l u~ ·Iq1t-
DTG 181051Z MARCH1968 • ,- • -

• •A,11h, 'a . ' ;1 ~ ti•ti L.;A 

___~: ~_. .. _-. • ~ . , _• '-1:.11 . _" -~~ d if •. · _ _ ~ 
1 .•0 :,;p Y<2'>-i-2'·:d·;-co:~:"';".- • ~•c B••·:·:. .,-v:·0•.··:~ • . -· . ·- ••• , . ~ • ff!-· 

· ·· ·· ·6\J"~ n, aines --~ h •. -· ...._ · .:·--
• ;~:~~-- • .-::; ='•·<.>~··,-··s-j.,•-..::.;c·. 0 nson Libraey:-·f, . 

.. __ ,.,__ • " ~'~ . c.r. 7',1•~,;,:-~:.+··~e;ri,mt J!5i:~~'n•ii»irzt1t1i'~:. •-" 

' ........,,. 



INFORMATION 

Wednesday 
March 20, 1968 - 3:25 p. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Attack on Tan Son Nhut 

During a ten-minute period shortly after noon 
EST today Tan Son Nhut Airbase was hit by seven rounds of 
recoilless rifle fire. 

There were no personnel casualties reported and 
aircraft damage was as follows: 

Three C-130's received major damage 
Two C-130 1s received minor damage 
Two helicopters received minor damage 



INFORMATION 

Friday 
March 22, ·1968 3:4.5. a. m. 

SITUATION ROOM MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Latest Vietnam Situation Report 

A check as of 3:15 EST indicates that there have been 
no ground offensive activities reported fron1 any of the co::ps a.re2~f:. 
The Khe Sanh Combat Base., however, has been receiving heavy 
mortar and artillery fire since approximately 6 a. m. EST this 
n1orning---a total of 465 rounds, two or three times the normal heavy 
rate. 

,.. 

(Y/~ Rostow 
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CIA MEMOS 

January: 

30 - - Situation in SVN #3 A 

31 -- Telephone Conversation with Saigon Station------------------ B 

31 -- Spot Report on Situation in Hue ----------------------------- C 

31 -- Situation in SVN #4 --------------------------------------- E> 

31 -- Situation in SVN #5 E 

February: 

1 -- Situation in SVN #7 ---------------------------------------- F 

2 -- Situation in SVN #8 ---------------------------------------- G 

2 -- Situation in SVN #9 ---------------------------------------- H 

2 -- Situation in SVN #10 I 

3 - - Situation in SVN #11 J 

3 -- Situation in SVN #12 K 

4 -- Situation in SVN #13 L 

4 -- Situation in SVN #14 ---------------------------------------- M 

5 -- Situation in SVN #15 ---------------------------------------- N 

5 -- Situation in SVN #16 ---------------------------------------- 0 

7 -- Spot Report on Situation in Khe Sanh -------------------------- P 

17 -- Indications of NVN offensive beginning----------------------- Q 
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!1'1~eSituation in South Vietnam No. 3 

(As 0£ 4: 3U-P:U-:;."'S7.d 

1. Attncks._tn Saigon:· Bofore dawn on 31 • 
. January, \ha'onemy oi'fonsivo spre~d to the S~igon 

area where a series of mortnr and.ground assaults 
were launched.· The US Embassy wa~ subjected to 
mortnr or rocket fire, with small arms fire oc-
curlng outside the oor.1pound. • Late reports .indi-
cate thQt this tire has abat~d. ~ repo~t that the 
Viet Cong hnd penetrated the Embassy and taken 
"control" is apparently false, H9wever, terrorists 
reportodly did enter tho.building_nnd blew up the 

( main reception desk. No casu~lties have been re­
ported, aside from the ~ounding of one L!ar1ne guard.
Military police havo beeri sent to reinforce the com-
.pound. ! 

_ 2. Abcordin3 to various reports, sheiling and 
smnll fire has been occurring ela~wha1·e t·n .and around 
the capital. Both Tan Son Nnut airfield serving 

... Saigon and nearb1 B1en3ca air base have been under 
mort_nr fire. There b~s been no report of damage or 
casualties. Press reports also state thnt Saigon
radio is off the air, and that Vi~t Cong in ARYN 

.uniforms were attacking around the presidential
palace, These reports.remain unconfirmed. 

. • i 
3, J)a Nang: Allied ruopping-up operations are . 

reportedly contrnuing in tbe Da N~n~ urban ar~n fol­
lowing the series of attacks there on allied instal­
lations and strnte~ic point~ on 30 January. Sporadic
exchan5es.of fire with groups of Viet Cong are said 
to be continuini in a hamlet within the city limits 
about a mile from the ARVNCorps headquartars. . 
Civilian casualties are reiorted \o be heavy due 
to th~ fighting and the stratingo~ sections of the 
city b;y govarr..nient planes. i Approved for Reiiff' 
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• .. • ·. 5. Hoi A~:· In the 30 JanuJry attack ·on·. this 
I • ·city, the provincial capital.of:Qu~ng N~m, it now 

appoars ~hnt an estimated 200-300 e'11~my troops seized .. a number of'alliod installations includi~~ the prov­.. incial hosp1tnl and ARYNengineer battalion compound . 
The Communist forcos apparently still control the 
area. A Rep\\blio of Korea (ROK) Marine Brigade was 
reporte~·to have retakeathe Boi An airfield and, 
at last report, was advancing t(?ward t'l1e· city. Ele-
1nents of the North Vietnamese 21}-dDivision appear to 
have been involyed in the Hoi Aq action, along with 
other local Viot Cong forces. . . 

! 

6. Attacks in the Western!Hi~1lands: Confirma­
tion bas ·ueen· received £fiat t1·0qps oI the" us 4th 
Infantry Division have pushed tha Communists out of 
IContum·city where they had appnrently occupied sev­
eral government ins~allations e~rly on 30 Jan~ary.
The ·enemy force, estimated at t'to bnttalion strength,
has been driven to positions on.the northern out­
skirts of the city, where allie4 artillery and tacti­
cal air bombardment cnn be brouzht to bear. -The 
attacltinC force was apparently composed both of Viet 
Copg guerrillas and North Vietnamese sol~iers--the 
latter probably from tbe NVA24th Regiment.

\ • . ·.• i • . 

• ,. The DMZ Area: -~~re have been no official 
reports ozsignificnnt action today in any sector 
of the Demilitarized Zone. Pre~s ropo~ts that Khe 
Banh air strip was closed dua to ene1ny bo1nbard~ent 
have not yet been confirmed or clarified through
official ~hannels. i 

8. .Other· Related Actions: The Con1munists have 
continued·-tneTr broadcasts,. begun on 30 January, 

• which condem11 the allies for violating tho Tet 
truco. The broadcasts have announced that Commu­
nist forces have launched many ~imultaneous attacks 
ln no1·theru and central South v1etnain. One broadcast 

· said the attacks wore aimed at ~eveloping the "winter­
sprlng" campaign and "punishing'_ the US fo1· violatf ng 

I 
- 2 -
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.' .: . . • CI • • • 
the Communist "order" for a qessation of mifitnry.
attacks. Hanoi has also issu~d,a Foreign Ninistry 
statement claiming that the US 1?na "completely • 
cancelled the 1968 Tet truce" nnd coudemniJ(g th~ 
Ame1..1cans for continuing the air attacks during 

_. Tet.. • i 

D. There bas so far been no othot• signifi­
.cant foreign commentary; either froin bloc or non­
bloc sources, on the current rn1t1tary action in 
~outl'1 Viotnnm. 
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Sl JiluUSry 10 CJ. 

60=3 c~jitio~~l ~etail~ h~~~ b~en recol~~d en tho 
er.c;'!y n ~t:.c~:;;-1 ro~ol'-::~d in t ?lo t:i tc-a ti.on re:;~= t c::rly tb1a 
r.ornl:ll• -In ~t:Jitio:i. 1m:c-r::~t1CJ.:l in r.~:1 rt·J.lil:J.bl·.1 on 
tv:~ :?,;;·;1ett~c::s az;i.i!l:.rt 1ar~1 l!o.l ox:~ 'i:l!y l!o~ cl tics in 
cc~3~~1 II Co~~3• 

In ndditlcn, t~~ p~o~a ~~o r~~.a.;.~tcd IUl~ ~~~ ~1rstrip 
c).o:;~(l cl".!O t~ CD-32.11 tll~ti lle1•7 b:>;J~~:-t!:-.;;~nt. p~il!ll 0 3 i!J no 
cc:i!irr..:\tion o! this r.3 yot :lrc:=i t:J :1il1 t~ .. , (;~u:rcas. 
()thc1·.rizo, tLo si ti:a t io:i alo:l~ iJ1e ::.:~ tll):;'Car3 ~ul~t. 

ra ?~3~~ A1~:1 
~ ..,.__.,....._ ....._._.........,.._ 

1. l.'I!~~ty .forcos l:iune~ad co.ordi,l3ted ~ortnr, rocket 
a~~ arou:'td ~ttnc~ in t~s r~ Na~ n~~a on 30 J3nu~ry. 
~r.;ata -.1 t11i:1 t!:g t1.rt--.:t.nnrt::i 1z::cl-;;eod the alrb:1:ie, n 
str~ t~gic bi:;:~Tni:, b~i<!~s, ~\nd t~a V!-~ ~ :i::e~e nud U=.:I Arrr:, 
Dilit~~7 ~cJu~u:irtero. At ct-c~t tbo az~lOt1~.t3 a~ the nt­
ta~ Cil tb.l city. t:H> o~:iy hit sc1-3r2l ot~er in.:Jtall:itio:is. 
in th3 aro~. i~cludin3 t!:~ ''::arbl-a l:o~ntain'' Qir f~cility • 
a V3 Drir.~ rc-31~~nt no:rt~.est o: tha cit:,, nnd Viot~~i>e 
to:ce3 ~r~1nl t~$ otrotc~1c L01 V2n Pas3. 

........ 2. L...~t Si::.\llt:lOCO'US coe-:11 f:.!O~tar 't~n-~~3 V-3re 
·dircet-3d into 2.t 1~:ist five nl"rc~tt l:u~dl~3 %Oi!'9S t!lrcu~ .. 
cut tba a~:::i o:l ~1)~nt1cn ~:!.Z::t::!l/:i.:\t.to.:.' ..\--nstrit!-o tl:o 
Q-~~~ ?U.:1/~~n1 Tin l'OrC3r3--:l~d int~~ n:c3 Ct:~roc~dinz 
Cb~ u1 •. A~~:ozi~tcly 15 ail~s e~uth o! ~a :unl, tt$ 
~D~ :u-1 provincial ca;,1 t:al of I!:>1 c\u ,;;a:J a:.,~ro;ltly hit ~ 
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n diver~om1ry at~ot~tt.cen n V1otL'J.:z;!C8 artill~ry t;:i:~ ccd 
tt:.on b1t 1z~to the city it::::~lf. • 

3. n~pt,rtn ~r~s~!ltly ir./~ic::to tl~:lt t!..10 oit~tio.i 
t ~ c· L .a .., \ ·•· ...... , ...~ ..l•s•• T L'"1'"' O •1, 1 ...~1S fltl 1O t 1:'l -•~ .~;i 3.1, E:~:.- .• ·.,..;...1,-.•.i.-.1 o .. .i.,. ·.: •• ~ rca. n .,. C1.1 

force-~ in t.1 1::1;35 C!:~>c~r to !:'l·1'1 rc_r.,ul~~d e~~~Y i~~u:r.oioa 
er.;<l nt·o co~1th.1~tir,.3 n he~~-~ to !;Guz:> e:e::,~1r..z u:, el'-~rutio!l. 
r.--~\.,,. ~-t>- •• ~~-.,--:~ •T'I •!~"! ~W'\ '°'("·- ...c~""~ i~"" l,.,,,.,. C 1 "~•' ,,~~-t'5
~.~.., .J-'- ••••lt)o.•.-J .... J.v- z;.-• , ... ~.., .,;v ... ,c. t -... -~-# -u• • c.• ~~~.. 

r~po:;.•t~ J.mac~to t!l:1t nlll.cd fo!'cca in ~!':d crcu~a E~i Ati 
t'....•"lVO t?t rot :torc.ed t!la c~~cy to ::.!:-an:.:onpU!J1t10!1:J ho 
CGi~•:·d. 

4. An eoti~:ltcd \1'1ot Con: C-3,,~r cc=:,~n,- 1:zi~ pa-~et1·atod 
t~o r::.~v 1~1~1~1 c,;t:, 1 t~l c.t n1~:;1111~·:1 r.rc·;.,1::eo n::d 1s pr"-
co!lt 11 cc~tt"Olli:,,J t;l0 r3:!1o !jt:\tic~ .f3Cillt1c~ c::;d a 
11:-:\rL', nlltod t:-:l i!iton~~~o cc::.,:.\,;;. ~9 ~==~btt~licn 
11""-~ •..,.n-nl""~ tl·o ,.,~~ ~ ,.,~:-:... ,. ~--~~-~ ~--1 ,Y l''!• .. ~-""'~,-,,~A •"'"" ft t ...~e:'-11-ft._..,_.#,_;.~ ~•J ... ._., -•• a.-- - ...,.,.,-.,.4 .,..U.i, ...,~ • ....,._•~•-.w ~--., &• f.w .;A~~""'• 

P1·clinir-.zry C~!;~:llty rc:}~:.•t:J c.:~o-;, Cc:::.~:&!st lc.cs~s 01 
SO killed ni:d VJ lc=ses·of ~hrc~ ~illcd ~nd fiv~ ~c~nd~d. 

6. Sp~:-ad1c fi~ht!~~ contl~u~~ int~~ provinoi~l 
c~.pitnl of i~s~?t 2:0!1 ,;1~!.l nllicJ r~:lctio?l f~:-cos prcs!3ntly 
o t te=-~t1~:: to cut oit c:::z-::1 1.:111:t:J c~l 1 l t r:i t1~l trc.~ tts 
city. ~o c,r:2~un1s-~a, c!lti~tocl to 1-.~~~~ frc~ t-:;o s:i;:r.,!!r 
cc~~n1o3 
lossos of 

ton full 
fl hlll~d 

t3tt~lion, bve 
a~ 15 c~~tt:rod. 

t~u3 far 
~llicd 

li"'J~t~lnad 
c~scalt1c3 

to (ate otn~u at 21 kill~d and C3 w~mced. 

Plo12:u Cit7-

G. Heavy fi!!hti~l a:,,;irently continues to tl10 PleU,u 
provlr.eisl c!1:,1bl, vith ~~l:t r(l!lctlo~ forcGs. atto:.:;,tln;i 
to bloc~ en!l:31 routo3 ol esc:tp~ .troa the Gr-i!a. £.attl:.> 
reznlts to dlto l:1cll!do l·:>3 Cc.:~lsts kllled• a:. A;:alnst 
Allied lo:J~S ot 7 killjd An~ ~ ~t:.c~cd. -z:io e~:ay
fcrco 1s e3t1cated to total at le:i.st t"o co!QSnlc~. 

!_ontun Cl tt 

7. Tho ~~:it~~ proviccl:il <::l?lt2l l!J new rc~o.rted lmdor 
£~cure nllied co~trol, ~it~ ~rtillcr~ and t~ctlc~l nlr 
striJ,~s ~in3 e=;,loyed apir.st '1D ~$tl:J.:Ltcd tw Co~nlst 
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l::\ttalions on the- otrt!l!:irt~ of th~ cit:,. At J .. c.:st lG~ 
. • cn~:-Jy u-oc~-,:, :i~..--o L"=-~~n~c~,o:-t~d 1:11!~.-j t~i:~ !:1r, 1o co..'l-

. tr~:;t to alli~d lor..'S~S of S:·\'021 killed Dntl fiv~ t!JUtldcd. 

8. Fi:~~tin.c ccnt1!~U\~-~ \ti t~ln tho r-xrl:i.c p1·0-;1ncl3l 
c~pitn.1. ~1 ..;.it nn c:;tlr~,h~~ t,;o Cc:r.unifit 1.:~tt:ili-:>r..!J f;p­
J):=ll."C!ltly vo1~:nd to ct~i:;~ oa t~3 "t";Ut!.::~:!:-t~ of c~e city. 

n C!:C':?Y C3:,J"tiV'3 l:~3 tlt!lt:::-:l t~t t~~ ::::.nJ ~,".;\ ~..~ic~nt 
..,b1mcd to inZilt~~to :l:.:J t~!!O r~n 1~ 'A~°;;!Ot. Xr.~~y lOSci8!: 

th\U inr iLclu•::~ 01 kill,;j t,!!d :?J c!'lrrturcd, cs o.z:iicst 
S:llie:d c::isu:ilt1c3 of £0lt0il l::s..ll:;~ Dcd lO t:otL."-:~C:1. 

9. Crao.'adic fi:fhti:.!·t co:~t-1~-.:~s in th1s 1~::,crtant 
di~tri<:t tc--=:.t in cc,J ti t:.\l .i'1~-:\.o:;11:,:a :Vr:>~1!~Ci}. l:lGvco Viet 
Con3 h~vo t~on kill~J to l~t~. 

T'J1 l!~:i 

10. l!e~vy fizhtir-3 I~~s .bro~~n cut in t!lo i,rov1nc1nl 
cs~it~l 0% z°:~'-'Yen. Alli~:J rc~cticn fl."rce~, ~tt~=i\:'tin:; 
to 1:ltcrc~pt or..,.ni:, \!2l1b lc:lvin:3 the city, t:n•"e t,:.i!3 f::r 
kill~d 33 ot tho ett~c~~r~. ~:Ue &uataini~z !ricr~ly lo~~cs 
o: t:~\·en 1:.1llC<l e,ld :ll wou:dt:.d. 

11. s,0r2G1c co~t~~t continu~~ l"Otwc~n ole~~nts of 
an A!lV.i rcJ!.!:l0nt nnd an et:~::>y force ·of ~"'lkno-..i s120. JZo 
r~sulto nra AV~ilnblo. 

-
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MBNORANDUHl?OR: Hono~able Walt w. Rost.ow 
' ' • SUBJECT 2 ~he Situation in Soutn Vietnam 

-I 
.As agreed be-l.;ween you arid tl1e Dir~ctor of Cen~.ral 

Intelligenca last evening, C!A has p~¢pared the following.. J repo~t·on the un~~ec~dented Cor~~unist attacks in South Viet­
nam which began yesterday. Inforn~ati¢n is current as of 
07QO EST, • 1 

l. Con~uunist forces staged a series of well-coordi~ated 
attacks on eight pzincipal cities a:\d • several key mili te.~y 

·1:1sta~laticns thrcughou"~ South Vietnal'.n's I a11d II Co:r~s earlv 
• on 30 Januar.Y.. ?rhls .flu:-:-y of enem:._ractivity was intended .. 
prir,1~-ril~, for the psychologic~~l i'r:l?ac~ it wo-.,ld hava en the 
South Vietnamese on Vietnam's ~ost imnortant holidav--t!1e 
luna~ new year's day. 'l'he e11amy :na!.' also have balievad that 
~~e celebrations. would im~ace the effectivene3s of the. . allied 
reaction effort. . . t 

2. • ~he ene,nv 's princi?al targe·cs: included p~ovincial
capitals, pities-in the westarn highl~nds and ~ajor citiea 
and ~ilitary installations alone the coastal area as fa~ 

- I.,, •so~th as Cam Ranh ~ai . .. 

1 
·I ,. ' . 
,! 3.· De Nanq: :Sot..'1 t.lie giant us aitbas-e~ a:1d key US and•:.. ' South Vietr~amese roilitarv i11stallations wit.~in Da t\ana itself 

\'iete ·attacked b~ e1temy forces early 01\ 30 Janua~y. 1l'he air­
field corn-.,lex ~as hit b•, ,o rounds of l°i\ixed ::-ocket· and r.-.orta.r 

•fire whicf1 resulted in at leas~ seve!~ ai:rcraft des t.rovad and 
nine da.1uacad..,, Fires were ~~no=ted at.the. airfield's So~.!:>. .. 
storage araa and in hangar and troo? housing arGas. At 1att 
z-epo~t- the east runway· o= the ai1:f iel~ was· ur.dar small arms 

. , 
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fire. Initi~l ~epo=ts li&t one An'~riqan killed and six 
.~ounaed. ~o estimate of the effect ori US air operations
_st?ged fro~ the base has been received. 

t. _At Da Nang, the I Corps Headquarters and M .. ?\CV com.­
pound were hit by 40-50 rounas of 82-uim. mo~tar fire, &~all 
ttl:,\1~ cmd sc.tchel charges. Three Scutl} Vietnamese. soldie:rs 
wei·e killec. anc ~noth.e:: sev~n wo\.mdea .a.cco:c<ling to ini tie.l ... 
~e.ports. GS ?-!e.rine a.ne. South Vietnamese reaction forces 
r.\oved to C<;,i.:.:iter t:i.e e_ner:,y 's as!>au.lts. _and, ·at last report, 
t.1-.e enem~ raiaers were withdrawing. : • • • 

l 
~ • ~ T1:e.:j_cpIn Nha 'l'ra~1gI the• capital of Khanh Hoa 

P:rovinca: Cor~1nr~11ist.forces attacked: in the ea::ly mornii1g 
hours emd cccu:,:,ied the prov.inoial heaciguarters, .the r-J.litary 
sector h.eaC'luarters, the radio station, a11d the xailroa.d 
stat!.on. !£::1eenemy also attacked the :p.rovincial jail, .re­
portedl2 ~:-eei~g severel hunc!red prisqners. 

' 
6. ?leiku Citv: A 500 to 700-rr,~ri Viet Cong force 

followed u~ a heavv rocket barrage on the Pleiku airfield 
with e.."nassault w!1loh penetrated the city. Jl. i:nearby 
~o:>.tagna?:d training center wc:.s also a target of a Cor:.:r&unist 
roc~{et barrage. At last .report the fighting was continuing
withit\ the cit!' itself. ·~ • • • 

. . ' 
. I • 

7. ~:ltu-m Cit:[= A."1est!r:iated 500 to l,000 ene:ny troops 
penetrated i'o11t.u:n city in the e~1:ly r,,orn.itig hou:rs ~f 30 Ja11u-- . 
ary. A us 4t.~ Inf~ntry Division reaction· force fought its 

,,. way into tr.a city and by mid-mo.rlling tha situation·was re­
ported as 0 no lo;"l.ga?: critical." • . • 

8. Ta11 Canh: !rhis South Vietn.a.-rl~se village located 
s.olt.e 20 mITe3 nort.~ of Kontum near th~ Oak To· Special Forces 
Ca.""t'tp,~a:s ove.r~un and burned early this morning. ~ne ~ssault 
on the ·village was mounted by a Com.-nu11ist corri:>any--size force 
and w~s p:ecadad by a heavy batr~ge of 82-:r.m •. mortar fire .. 

• . I • 

f 
9. Other htt·a·cks: Figh.~ing w.as report'3d in Binh. :Oinh.'s 

. provincial cap~tal of Qui· ~ho~· \-:ith an ener,~ cor.1~an~ conduct-
ing raics on t:1a police headquarters, ):adio· station, _and . 
o~h~r key installations in tha cit~. :~he airfield at Ban Ke 

. I 
·!. 
. . 
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. 
! . 
' Thuot in D&r Lac Province, Phu Yen P.rQvince 's capital of ,-- . 

• i'ul' Hoa P.oi .An in Quang Narr, Province, and the largG us '--
1\U.J.1.tary ~ co~nple:< at Can, Ra11h Bay were· also targets· of enemy 
raids. Details o= the$e attacks are still· e:<.treir.el.y sketchy. 

J 

12. Although it is too ea:cly to determine the over-all 
scope of the Corr.munist offensive, it appears that the enemy 

. has aimed his ~ampaig11 at unaerll>ird.ng· the population I s con-
. f.idence in the p~esent. governme1)t. Tl1e initiation of tllE~ 
·:offensive at a time when the coun.try ~,as celebrating the 'ret 
holiday wa2 prob~bly calculated to achieve a significant • 

. psychological impact. d.espite the fact· that it display6d 
a ble.ta11t disregard for the cease-fir~ periods a1uiour1ced by
both the Viet Cong and the south Viet~amese . 

.. 

Other Related Actions . 
. 13. A radio broadce-.st from Ha:--.oi indicates that the 

• Con-\Zt\uniots hope to shift the responsibility for the!r blata:1t 
truce violations to the allies. ~he 30 January broadcas~, 
ill English. ·to international audier.ces, charged that the US 
and South Vietnanl had ca.ncel.e.d the ce:a5e-fire and had launched 
".raids" against the people in many no;:thern provinces. ~ha 

• broadcast also conde;r.ned the ~ontinued bo:nbing of sou.thern 
North Vietnaffi during the allied t~uceJ and clai~ed the allies 
h~d. 11 tram;,led u1:'on the legitimate aspirations and traai tiona·l 
.customs ~£ the Vietnam~se people. n I~ appea·rs ~'lat the 
Co~~~nists are l~ying a propaganda b~se fer futur~. claims that 
the.tr own offensive activity was in retaliation for us mis-
deads. ' 
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• 
. . ' . . . . . .16. Tnert> are as yet .. 110 incica-;.ion$ of ar!v North Korean 

initi~tives or.activities which can be :related to the enerriy 
offensive in South Vietnam. • 

i 
l 7. Pyongyang~ s Jnili ta~, post\l=e ;e..."'nains esse:1tia.l1y· 

defensive. As it has sinca the seizure of the: Pueb!t>, the 
i;ort~ I<ot:ee.n ~ir Force is cont.inuing ~o fly· defei1s:..ve pat.rols, 
particula::·ly i1'\ the vicinity of Wol'isai) ha~bo::. Ko majo~ -
in~ideL1.ts have been 1:e1:>orted along tl,e D!1Z duri21g the past 
24 hours. l 

! . . 
18. Ot-'\er t.ha11 tl1e Hanci broadca.st r.ot6c. above., bloc 

n,edia hav~ not es yet c·oni..-:.ertt.edc~ th~ attacks. ~eithe:: 
have the~ been any sig!1s o= Co:r~l.:.:1ist r.d.lita..-y·· or ciplo:natic 
e.ctiv.ity relating to the o.ffe11sive. • 

Late Ite:u 
; 

19. General Westrnorele.:--.c gave his pe::so~lal assessr:.ant 
of the situation in a Telecon with Was~ington at about 0700 
EST ...t~is ~~·?rning •. He ..de.;::~be~ tha,.~itue;tion as :we;~ i~ 
hano, aoo.ing th~t rno.t'3 e .. ;r:,y t-.-are , ... lleo in tl1e .aia~ tna~ 
at any· .other time in his 1:awoxy. It f-Pl?Sa!.·s that enecy losses 
will be over 700 dea.d. All!.ed casualties ware J.ieht.. Ca"O­
tured enemv soldiers saicl ~haix :raissior~ was to te:-.!:orize the 
civilian population, and attack civil~a~ installa~io~s s~ch as 
radio statio11s. P.cco:-6.ing- to Wastrno!:"ala.i~d, the situatiO!\ 
in the m,:zis qui.et. The weather ~,ere is good a.~d facilit~tas 
e>:tensiva allied a:i.l: attacks. 
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20. Da Nanqt Late in~o~maticn ir.dicatG3 tbe~e ~ere 
r.u:r.erous-in.c16ents in the area b3t,,, 1een 1400 a\,d 1600 local-

·V:.etna:r. tinie todav. !rhe Narble l-!o\u,tain installation· re­
caiv~d a morte.r att~ck. At 1430, Da'Ne.ng ci-rbases WD!.i hit 
by r~ol:·te.rs . us casual ties were 011e killed and 10 wot=nded.. 
~he.~RVN headquarters in Da Nang was ~lso attacked by an 
ene~ty cor.~~ny-size force ~nc ~ith ~or~axs .. ~he attack 
w.as rep·v.1.sed \'Ii t.h heavy en~my 

BY D!REC-I'lON OF· iHE DCI: 

casualties. 

' .• 
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WASHINGTON 
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pJ~ .,t_:> 

. .. Mr . President: Jf-1 

I have marked the key passages in 
this interesting report from the CIA,..· 

•Station in Saigon. It indicates clearly 
(page~ 3-4) the task ahead for· Thieu 
and ~unker in regaining confidence 
after the shock of these attacks . 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20SOS 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

31 January 1968 
SANITIZED 

E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NL) 81-/;;)I/ + 92.-A-3o 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Honorable Walt W. Ro stow By--'11..:·~, NARA, Date ~ -Fl-I' 
Special Assistant to the President 

SUBJECT 31 January Telephone Conversation with Saigon Station 

1. At 31 / 0433 Z I was in telephonic communication with our Saigon 
Station. The circuit was bad: I could hear Saigon but they could not under stand 
me. the_~~~_!' e_p~ ~~•~_.th~t~th~..J._ltuaJioa .ra.~~~,:,;~lly stabili~ia1 .ntl -t~--" 
"-f_e_s.s__S!".;_~~..Y-~St•~atias· t1t.e_:$.¢ripµs~e.~ __of_ftl~. penetntion-ol'.-the ~~~•sy\. 
~P:~...£hancery:wu· not·actually~ pei.etratecl, ··-thous>i_:Viel. C,c,ng· fill ~jet~ii,to. ·tne 
c~~~J>~~_!._d.....:::.Ther~w.eu:iu)·u~~~-ei~JO.-~ oPthat... .•~u.al~-~..;-~:i.1oir;bown~as 

~.::.-:> 

2. After the pho~e conversation I transmitted the following specific 
questions explaining that these 
were the points I had hoped to' raise over the phone. 

a. What does the countrywide situation look like? 

b. What do regional officers report? 

c. Was attempt made against Thieu, Ky or other senior GVN 
officials? 

d. Did Saigon attack seem primarily afaned at .'\Inerican 
targets? 

e. Was there any local intelligence or other warning of these 
attacks (in Saigon or elsewhere)? 

£. What do you expect in Saigon and countrywide within next 
24-48 hours? 

g. Any indication of effect attacks had on mood or attitudes 
. of Vietnamese population? 



h. 
import 

Your 
current 

general preliminary 
countrywide spate 

comments on 
of VG activity. 

meaning and 

i. 
stability? 

How is VC surge likely to affect GVN standing and 

below. 

details 

3. At 31/0710Z, replied. The text of his reply is given 
I am passing it to the recipients of this memorandum in the belief that 

it useful. You will understand, of course, that these are­
initial reactions in a very fluid situation, the full dimensions and 

of which were not known to him at that time. 

you may find 

FOR~FROM 

1. Appreciate your need for rapid coverage of events and assure you we 
are doing everything possible to comply. It has been extremely difficult during 
the morning hours to obtain any hard information on the events of the night. since 
,elice·~~--w.JJ.1~•cciipiea.ucmopping·~pd)pec~u,I\S___j}}:_'ianous'-"'sect&r-s~orthl·c1t;'~ 
Fo~c..~_1)1:,_ .!.1:'.e. __ in •.-~-P_A!..~.G~~$~~alac~x~~.etu~ed to_ )_~ bPJ.~,Lu,. 
a~d_ .. _~pp~~~y}~"-~~~~:.,S...,~~-; _a!:_~~---~.r~'l-.S~~-Nllut., Contrary to earlier 
~epoi-ts ~_!~l>ils_sy_:_em-;,1'fy.tt~Tl~=~ ee!} ,m~n.rete~n:c.t~tA:-i.eport·:1o.~iiar~~Uuu 
~-~rMOn; . ._~ 

2. You will shortly receive dissem concerning 
enemy plans for this evening. 

3. telecon just received. As you can see from above, 
announcement premature that situation was cal.In enough to permit return of 
personnel to work. At this moment, i.~l~~]~Ji_Qlg~ri,,~~l\g=i~ 
~il:l·'tgf!;~.P:: ~p_,,VQ.:w~y:c·,hp_~up_a·riilirid_to~ If intelligence referred 
to above ~c~;_te, 9!• ~-a.t:ha~~;.,•,.;~::Dus~~~-

4. Will be filing report shortly on countrywide situation 
Regional officers are preparing sitreps for direct transmission. 

D.......,-~td..J..-.,.,..__;~~c·\A.-M~.!M. . •---1-r-·-~-•-liiw'-_-_-:-e..~~-~~~v~~ • . 
r~ _:__M,4CY:;a:;~ianu~r,JIIS'·"'.fo~Sais~~~-~~- AlthougC __ 

American facilities received their share of attention, other tar gets were__..Ke.,~~ 
and t_9_tli!JU1£_J11dti,51tt-•~~taee:>iid~pa--:--~ring the last 
few days, Station has diligently pursued all available sources for intellige:ice 
that might have given us warning of these_ attacks. 
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when ha.rge r.umb~,-s Di­
reports but nothing which appeared to be very hard. 
not pr_epa f"-.i -~t==th_i$ ~tta~k ora_-fhe. opt:-nittJ $f" of T•t, 

At this point, we anticipate that country­
However, we lacking intelligence from the 

regions '\vhich would give us an accurate read-out. Your telecon questions, para 
2g, h, and i will be dealt with separately. 

5. COS and EXO will 
post in another area of the city. 

Every possible precaution being taken to as sure security 
of personnel and classified facilities. 

6. Re your telecon questions g, h and i: 

a. You will appreciate the difficulty we have in even beginning 
an answer to these questions which will be of great importance when 
the security situation settles down. 

b. We are not today in contact with many elements in the 
Vietnamese population to discern their attitudes and moods. A 
circling airplane with loudspeakers _to 1~-~-~ peop_le __tp_ s.t~y;·~!f_tJie 

f~°!~~~-~-~--~n-~--~-~:-~~i:r~~~t-'-: . ..:~ 'l.C__h~v.e..repol".heclly.ma~e specHi~ _ 
Lih.r_~~~~-~- pt·r1_~A_S_._li_yj~1~_.c..eztai.&,.Jt-easto ~ac~tt-hom es ·at risk 
..:Ol_!~~Jh.. ).Most Saigonese have indeed stayed at home and we 

assume that they will follow VC orders as well. Jhe"Jna..~~~!!2-
tt ~!..cy-3:~eJ"'1..._ 

i:J c. The meaning and import of current activity can be
Ii extracted from VC stated intentions regarding the winter- spring
?t campaign, their calls for general uprising, and their obvious 
n drive toward a major victory for propaganda and morale purposes. 
t) Whil~ _~e-m~y -be-_unde~,~~a ma~r-~muH1ple~ha;~ss·nie'n:f:·wltNl'ue-t... 
tl lasfi.11g_-milita~~/ ifflpo_i'i .. will ·aepeir:·,-~_9~lg~~~~~A-ih~.:ultimoh. -
f-it.heir. deg·rce·-orsucc·ess"the __~ i!le...)ffipact- OJi:A.muicahOJ\ g~_Qj.g\_d

:: l ~~·s·South" V~ebi~e~~='!{g_i~,-~~~s_ fD:.VCl-~-VA!O r~P.o~d.-~-~boGst· t~ ~o,rale--~~:~~--,a:-!i-~~daiA.,_elS..k ...su.b~qn~~-
~-_j 

f1 d Regardless of. what happens tonight or during the next few 
l-ldays, •ths_!!,Sl'_~~__Ji.i~cJts-s.-.alre~Vac.1ifevecl 1a~~itoh -an~--~=Q3!Ild 
i_ ;~-~~p~t~y-~ill_ ~GV!!_"_S:.~~-~f:_Ct tk'e•·~-a·ge·_·~-~@-_GV'N..(.Ni_it:5•~---
i ~~~J ~~_i:ican-.Uies· .5-.w~19 i~- ~l:L~,,~-~-s._.~f_th_~p~~~1~JJ-::;! 
"-Yi~l!.l~e..se.....w.~who ~s~p~t;h~~~,~-~~'~1}Q_-~~3 

- 3 -

wide attacks will continue ton~ght. 

spend night in Station, 



~ --~~r_i~ic~l~-·1ope. arid e~~ct. fof prote-daon HoI>m tbnt!ir gov~rrun~t* 
. ~ a:~d ~!- -~l~Ji~e. l~c.k. eI .'IC activity if\ Saigt>h d~}'-i~ :r~cer1t- months 

;_.cr-e·a.u-da presLgnption _of GYN.and police it:reJ\s~ .i~--~s -ai~-~.a!-
.; • j~y .. r~tc-.-~':lo~_e_; whD t,eh~ "'.'~.~~~-~!!.~ui:i~y __.situa-tiQ(t. (not the 
'. ; political) ~ s P~:~~~~~ -~~ H~-~vc~ ~- ct'\ly a tO-Lle}J: _ ef.fkient:~ 
, : n<?-:nonsense qo~:c-rn~ent rur .. by-~' m,i.liU~.~,Y-'~n meet.tltf:. sheet 
\ , p_hy.sL_~!.thJ'i.lSt..of. 9-.,~ ~~et Cong.J Those who cannot stomach such a 
·: \government will be moved further toward the temptation of negotia­
{ ~tions and coalition government. 

-~...-- _,__.... - -·-- .. -:, 
"-e- __........' ,_ ... ~ ·-- -. ..i-

e. - We would hope to be permitted to delay add:tional analysis 
and prediction until we have provided for the necessary security 
of our installations and personnel and can begin to move about the 
city to communicate with sources able to provide authoritative 
reactions and ideas. In meantinle, hope above will be helpful. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese .Affairs 

cc: Secretary 
Secretary 
General 

Rusk 
McNamara 

Wheeler 
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5:28 p. m. 
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Mr. President: \, 5 ~ ' 

This is a bad report about Hue. 
We will check it with Westy when he 
gets on the phone . 

... 
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iqp J~OlllUON ~l~~It;JL .... 

t 
' --A-S~Ele9tiftffiffl.'rr--

···oc,1 tl?l/~r 
~S-0'3423-,!eB 

l NTl31aLl(lENCmMEM01\.AN1JUM 

1. 'Rho ;f)"ie,ndly poeition in "this city Ms t\P• 
p1u~0ntl1 dote11101•,AteeltJQriously during Sl Je.nt~tl~Y. 

a. ACJcordin.s to n locnl uao:t:tioit\l who m.nd0 
a flight over th◄ a~~n lnto en the nit~~uoon of 31 
Jilnuary, l\nd reco.i ved in~eorroation r<>laye«:1from vs . 
inilitA1'y o:f:Ricinla in Hue, the oity nppenl'~ to· bo . 
largol:y undo~ .tho 'Jont)"ol. o:f 1he Ct)tnmu~'!o·u,. 

. . .. 
3. Durins hie flight, tha of1ic!al repo~ted that 

a·majo~ ma~ket .P~nc~ on tho north ~id~ of tho Son~ 
Buons nv~r in :e~am~a, with othe1~ s~llc1• fil'tltJ bUl"n.. -----
1118on 1h(J south ~ide o1 the river. A fire fight ,me 
iu p:rogrees nlona the :r1v"r :rond on tlie mouth tJido. 
GYound fire w~s ·Al® ~omin~ up from the vicinity of 
the air st.rip .1n~1d~ the oitadGl ar~. 

◄• fhe· ot:ti'J·i'al w~s able to rt\lrJe stlv~rfll loeal 
el&rn&ntm by 1'no1~ ·and wau -told t·hat a provin~inl rc-­
~onnnis~an~s hfn4qunrteru outoide ·tho ci1y hnd bt$n 
overr\m, and thai ~ny VC ·werQ pr$aent thl'oushout the 
ar~a. The o1iioial was un~bl0 to blnke cont~~t wi1h 
tho MACV 1,oadqu~ 1h)l"$i, or the CORDShondquin~ttl,..S. He 
obeei•ved t\n AnVN bnttnlion npprot\<1l1inij Hue :fi•om tho 
north~est, firin~ Artillory to Qloar tho way. 

&. A mo~~~se1rom the 0•2 advi~~r's oJ1i~e in 
tllo llACV <!OmP<)un4nil .1rue. recoi ved nt J Corps llc&~d­
quart~rs at Dft N4ng. stated tbat the MACVcompound
1md tlle& let Divi,ion Rendqu\\rtere ~n tht Q11l.\del at 

DECLASSIFIED 
-Authority tJL J ~ /-- /~ V- . 

SE~ET By ~ , NARS, Date_j_-JJ ~ f/4, 

NO rORBIGN Dl~5Nd 
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,,. .. 

Hue were the only ttknown'' places etill holdiHt? out 
-agninst the vo. Reportedly, a ro)'rino conipan_y ~d 
trie(l to ~rotJJSJth$ bisl1wny bridge trom tl1e ,south into 
the northern ~~ctor of tho oity, bu1 bnd be~n drivon 
baok with heAvtcasualtictJ. . 

. o. Ther• :ls no otl1w 1nfo1•mnt10n <:ur1'ently 
. avajlable_ l1&1'e.to conii~m the above ~eport • 

--. "'"" .-·--- •.---- .., - -
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SC No. 01911/68 

. . ' • LBJ LIBRARYci-:NTRAI. ItrrI~U.,JGl·:NCH~AOJ~NCY 
Dil·cc torlita or l_nt.el }.1gonce M.mdatory Review 
. 31 January 1968 •.. ·Case"IINLJ B'.:?•2.3o 

. • l Docum~nt II 8 '1
I 

INTB.LLlGENCE )lEMOllANDUM 
' ' I 

The Situatioll in Sout.h Vi~tnam No.. 4 • ...
{As of 1: oo-nrEST)

' 'I
I •. .. 

1. Conuriunist forces cont in\t~d their unp1·ece- • 
·dented wave of bold nt:t:acks a~•ain$t. South Vietnam­ . . 
ese cj ties ond key 'allied civil aJ)d militf!ry in­
stnllions fol' the socond consecutive day on 31 Jan­
un1·y. ·Thu e11emy activity was ro¢uscd primarily 

• on the Saigon a.re a· a1id thu dcl ta irovinces to the 
··sou lh or tl1c <:api t.a 1. A11.icd n,op i ng-up 011ora-

1.ions continued throughout South iotnam's I and 
11· C~rps areas, am14 sporadic now,farays by the 
Co~munists in some,scctors of. thi,·region, the 
cc~1t:or of: the 30 January at tacl\s. ·president Thieu 
has ·declared a stat.e of·1nartial law throughout tho 
country. ~ 

I 

. ~. Al though tha act i_on has thus rar been 
~har~cteri~ed by a hrazen.eneroy dlsreg~rd for his 

.own casualties, allied personnel losses ha\'e beon 
1·alatively 1.ight. Enc.my casc..alti~s arc cu1·rontly
tenuously estimated at around ·1,4 0-. . . 

. ! 
3. l t is cluar that the Conu11unists 1uade care-

ful preparations for thi,:; spectacular phase of thei1• 
"wi llt91--spri.Jlg" ·campa.1.gn. The co\intrywide pattern 
or n101--tar attacks, in many cases tol)owed l>y gl"ound 
assa.ults as.\inst the pl'ovincinl c4p1tal.s and anajor 
dh;trict towns, in addition to la~•ge-scale attacks 
on- key allied- n1.ilit:ary installatiQus and positions, 
required a great deal of planning and coordination~ 
Jt is also evident that North Vic~n~ncse main force 
\Uli ts wero heavily cngagc-d in many or the assault~, 
a1,d wo1·ked closely with. local Vie·i Cong uni ts. A 
number of· recently capLu,·cd docum ·11\• have indi.cated 
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thn t. th~ Co1mn,mi.sts wort, pl anni n1: an: cf f urt to Sl)a.rk 
. ·at lcasl l\. dcgr<!C of "general upl'isit1g" amc,ng the 
·p6pulacu in tho urban areas. Il is probable that 

lbey ho1,ed the present "'av~ or attacks v:ould spul" 
SOII\O 1,tt'neral civil unrc·st and su1,1,ori b)' tho lll'ban 
J>oo1,lo. Tho,·-, is 111.tlc ovidcnca ·as yet thnt it . 
did, }10.wc·vo1•. • .. : 

Tho Saigon Artu\ !------- .••. 
4. Alli,~d.snilJtary forces in the ca1>it-al have 

1·est.o,~od n. sc1nbla.nce of oi-dcH· to the' ci t:y !ollowins 
·a ni.ght. or tmcmy Rtt:ncks against t.a>·~ets including • • 
the US EnibaSS)', the Prbs~dc.ntial Palf\ce ,•. nnd the- large 

•.ai rficld .an.d 1nilifary complex at Tan~ Son Nlntt as .,... 
• well as numerous ot~er allied· instal~ation~·both in 

and noar the city. • . • . t . . 

5. US troops drove a band of attackers £rom 
the US l..'mbassy compound by 9:00 AM (Saigon time) on 
31 Jai~unry. • Th<.~ b\ii l.ding i t:sel f was: rocked by sf~v­ r.
cral l urge explosions• .but no· stl'UC tµral damage was 
ro1>or\.cd .. The embassy is now fitlly operational. 

·11ost of" the fighting occurred in thc:compound sur-( 
.roundinc tho e1nbassy ~ Although "the attackers we1·e 
ablo to fire into 1 t, theJ' a1,pa1:cntlr did not physi-
cally penel1"atc tho bull.ding. At least six· allied . 
porsonnol were killed in tho assault'and five wounded. .- ..... 
Enemy _casualties were at: least. 19 ki}~ed ... 

. t 
6. A JrOU}l of . 20 Viet Cong, dressed in c.i vi lian 

~lothos,. attempted to attack lhe residenco of Presi­
dent Thiou, but: \\'ere driven away by ·an alert guard
force with no injury to the president or ~1s family. 

. f 
7. The govor1uucnt -radio statio~1 in Saigon con­

littues off the air due to enemy action; hqwever,
tbe ~ilitary radio hns been broadcasting to the 
Saigon popu la 1..io·n. ; . 

. . ' .
8. At last report. fighting w~s continuing at 

the Ta.n Son Nhut ah•!ield ,,•it.h some ioo Viet Cong 
still holding out withln the field's'. i,,erinietcr. 'J.1he 
Conununists reportedly overran the wc-1:;turn section of 
the base, which included a control t~wer in the area. 
Seve1•al other are11s of the base, inaruding aii-mon 1 s 
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bn.rt"i\Cl(s and nno runway, wui·c nppnrontly also unclcJ• 
nt._ln_ck by n1orln2.·, l"ockc\, OJ' small arms liJ·o. . • " . . . 

9. J\.1st to tho no1•thcas t of th9 cup 1tal city, 
1.ho US bases nt Bien Hoa. n.ncl Long ni11h were hit by 
Viet Cong mol"tn1· and i;round attacks.· At Bi.on Hoa, 
t-.-wc,·us jot aircrnrt wc1·0 clcst:J~oycd ai,d 10 aircra:rt 
dasnRf{Od. ! • 

• Tlw 1,,,1ta P1·ovi nccs • 
i 

10. ~ight or lbo 16 provi11cc cl,pi ta ls or South 
Vititnn1n' e 1V Cor1,s ckmc \UHlcr Viet Ci>n1:mortar att.ac.l< 
on 30-31 J·nnunry. Numc1·ous ot~1c1." di.~tri.ct towns ancl • 
villages wore also attacked, One of tho enomy's prime 
1.1u~gcLs was the I\' Corps I{eadquart.er~ at: Can Tho which 
was hit. by I\ 1no1.•\'ar a11d gl'ound attacit. Some 75 cnomy 
cas_uRltics havo been counted. At la~t. l"Cport, 11owever, 
Vj.clnar.1csc soldiers and •police were $till attcml)tinc 

. to d1.·ive the nttackc1~s out or ca,1 Tho cit)'.
• • !I • 

l Corps • 

11, New Attacks occurred this ~ornint on tho 
1101'thorn ci.t.ic~s or Quanlt Tri, Hue, Tnm Ky, Qua11g 
Ngai and the US base at Chu Lai. Each ct ty was st.ruck 
by R 1nortar at tat~k and a ground· assatil. t. • At tbe Chu- . .
LRi installa lion, three US jct nh·cr~rt v1c,1•cdestroyed 
nud five othci·s dao\ag~d by an cx.tcnstvo mortnr nnd 
rocbot bnrrnrrc I ~ . ~ • t 

' 12 .. Renewed mortar and 1-ocket ~t tacks wore 1·e-
.1>0rtod at..Da Nang on 31 JanuAi-y. Sr.}'cntcon US hcli­
~optors wore dnmaged at the Marble Mountain alr facility.I . . 
• 13. At last rC!po1·t' Sou th Kol"Crn Marines were 
still ·honv11.y l"ngasud w1 th du1;-1n ~noml' troops in t.Jrn 
cl ty of lloi An, south oi' Dn Nang. ~~1itial rcpo1·ts 
show 52 Communists killed thus Car ill ·ttte sharp 
fighting thorc. • 

II C<n"'ps C 

t
J • 

14. Two battalions or enemy troops continue to 
co11t1•ol Ko11tum ~i t1•. Roports yest.e1~~ay that tho ct t.y 
had bcon cleared were ap1,nr<·mtly incorrect. Tho .f,IACV 
com1>ound is snid to be stil.1 under a'ttack but holding 
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0\1t. against tbo enemy. About: 150· Communists have bC?cn 
J•CJ.lOl'l'ndly involved ill the !i1thti.ng.: Alliod rotn­
lo1·ccn1cnls f1•01n tho vs 4th Infantry Division'·arc pro-.
sontly <m i-ou~e to K011tmn. ' 

15.. • The situation 1.n 'the co8stal city of Phan 
Thi ct remains unclear. Large numbcnt.s of enemy troops 

• arc.' apparonll)' in control. or sti·at~g.ic positions 
• within lhc city. The two battalions of thu North. 

Viotnnmcs~ 18D Regirncnt wb ich hit NJ;a T1·ang have now 
bccu dri vcu from tbc city loavill{! s(>me 70 dcnd behind. 
Tbc enemy force dcsh.•oycd the sc~toi- headquarters • 

• l\lltl lmcl captured '\.ho provinco hcrndc1uartcrs and radio 
slnlion. ; 

. i . 
16. Sp?ra.dic !~ghting also c.<,i1ti.mics in Qu.i. 

Nhon with the radio st:atio11 and rai)road depot still 
in enemy hands. 'Light fighting was"nlso i-oported 
o\ttsidc 'J.'uy Hoa, b_ut t1v~• situation the.re appenrs to 
be under control. 

17. ~ North Vi~tn~mcse \lllderwatcr 
demolitio1~ported to b~ ciperat1ng in the 

. CAm Ranh ·n«y area. At. least one ot these ■ en bas 
~ 11captured .. Jho p1•isoncr claime~ 

1 
he part1c!.pated 

in the attack on a Norwegian tanko1•' early on 31 Jan­
UIU"Y, dul"ing ·which the vessel. was d~magad by an cx-
p~osion. • . j 
DMZ Area I· 

l 
18. Tho area imiuodiatoly scn.1t\1 of the Demili t.ai-izcd 

Zon~ J'Cntai?Js 1•elnti\,oly quiet with ~S Marino patrols 
r~porting light, s1,oradic contact w,ith smal 1 onen1y 
\11\its. Evidence of the intonsc ondmy buildup through-
out t'ht, area continues·, ·howe,,cr. 

- 4 -
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21. A US M~rinc patrol ~bsofvod tour to five 

surracc-to-a1r·csAM) missilo lnun6hing sites in thn 
Domililarizcd Zoric approximntoly ,1x miles northwest 
of. Con 'l'hien on 2iJ Janua1•y. •ffhe positions wero ap­
parently close to a state o!-oporAtional readiness 

-as air strikes dirccted·at thom·r•sulted in nino 
socondary explosions; I· 

. • .. 

1 

Ot:1101· Related Developments f • 

.. 
. 22. • Communist radio in botJ1· So\lth and No1•th 

Viotnam is continuing to play up tho curront enemy 
otronst.vc. According to tho enemy broadcasts, exten­
sive damage was ln!lictcd on the kllics in the Saigon 
area •. • During. upcoming days, the pdmmunists can be 

. -ex1)cctcd to tuut tboi1" raids as a· great victory both 
among thoir own fo1·ces and to the' poople at large ln 
SouU1 Vietnam, in the l1opo of bolstoring rank and 
[ilo morale and intimidating tho bticommittod populace.

• . l 
.. 23. Commun'! st commont.a t"ors ·1'1n·oadRre utilizing 

the enemy ·a.ssnul.ts as a bas1.s for' cln1ms that tbey
"give tbc lie" to US assertions tbat the allies are 
on tho· way to vJ.ctory in Victuam/ ·Accordi11g to··a ...Moscow 
cc.»nmont.ntor in n 31 Jam,nry account, the strength of 
the eno111y attacks denionstratos thp futility 0£ the con­
tinued allied effort to "sottlo tl10 Vietnam problem 
·through war." Tho implication or' h"is remn.rks is that 
the US should modo1•ate its policy' in a mannor suffi- • 
cicn1; to briug about. a. political solution to tho con-
flict. i 

:.I . 
. i • 
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The Situation in South Vietnam No. 5 
(As of 12 NOON EST) 

The focus or Communist. military action ai,1,ea.rs 
to have sl1iftecl back to the uorthern part- of the 
country -on th~ night of 31 January,. J.~ajor thrusts 

• wore mounted against .citiea -along: t·ho· cont-1·al -coast. It ap-. 
pea1·s possiblo thnt· the enemy is '1ttc1npting t-o whip 
saw the:alliod reaction, parhaps 111 the hope of im-
peding ~he friendly reaction. • 

• Nore fighting, however, is also reported in the ~ 
Saigon 'area, while some of the Delta towns are ap~ . 
parehtly also still under enemy p~essure~ Re~orts 
inclica.tecl that fresh enemy attacks were expected in 
sorue areas ·or· .the Delta 011 the 11i~ht of 31 January. 

1. Saigon: Information on ~he situation in 
the city has been l'eported through about 10 PM local 

-Saigon time 31 January, In general, the scene of the 
action has shifted to tlle southwest part of the town, 
with Communist elements dug 111 air~ o.pparently beseiged 
at .various poi11ts, including the bank of tho K1.nh Dot 
river and possibly tho An Qltang pagoda. Other fight-
1ng is also reported i.n the Gia D1nh sector llear 
Ton Son Nhut ail•field. Friendly air action has ap­
parently be.on conducted 111 this a~'oa ·aud has 1•esul tod 

·in it least one fire in a residential section. 

2. It is not clear whether the fighting now re-
ported in Saigon represents the rear guard action of 
ret1"eating Communlst: olemonts, or the attemptod 
entr • new Communist con1ponents into the Al'Ca. 
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3. T·he only ground figltti11g possibly still. 
unde1"way in the· cent1~a1 city area was r@ported dur­
ing the afternoon of the 31st (local Saigon timo) in 
the al'ea of tho presidential palace where police were 
said to have t1•apped and beseiged some VC remnants 
in a residell.tial home. 

. . 
. 4. MACV also. 1•cports that about 10 PM local 
Saigon time, small arms firo wa~ occurring in the 
vicinity of Ambassador Bunke1· 's qua1·tors a.11dthat 
two ~laymot'e mines had apparentl:y been so1: off in tlle 
general vicinity. 

5,· • It appea1·s that American casualties in the 
attack 01, the ·US Embassy 1na1rhave bean higher th.a11 
.earlier reported. At least 4 VS military police • 
were killed and possibly over 2d wounded. One Marine 
was also killed and 7 wounded • 

. 
·s; In tho attack on the n1ai11 Saigon 1~adio sta­

tion, the enemy appa1•e11tl3r 1,enet"l·ated the building. . 
Repo1·tedly, tho onemy intended to b1~oadcast a message
of general revolt to the local populace. The onamy
reportedly soi~ed several other radio stations in 
the attacks on central coastal cities on 30 January.
Ho probably also intended to use these facilities to 
broadcast calls for suppo1•t from the populo.co at 
lat•ge. The1"0 is no detailed information as yet on 
this a_spect, howeve1". • 

f.. The Delta: No major ne'w attacks havo boen 
repo1·ted ln tho De-1t;a a.1·ea i11 info1•mation 1·ecei ved 

··t.h1"ougb about 10 PM local time on 31 January. The 
situation in vario\1s provincial papitals, howeve1-, 
is 11pt yet· wholly clea1·. It a1,pears that the enemy 
offensive 111 thi.s a1·ea also i11volved numerous attacks 
011 smaller dist1·ict towns a.nd a.ltied facilities, some 
of which wero repo~tedly overrun. Following is the 
current situation in the Delta tpwns and provinces
for which some detailed information is availablo: 

. : 
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•. 
7. Soc Tra.ng (Ba Xuyen P1·o~vince): On the· late 

after1~oon ·of tha 31st, light fighffng ·was 1---eportedly 
still going 011 in this tow1, 1 with. more e~i,ected to-

• night. The llirfiel.d at Soc T1·anp was attacked, ap-
pare_ntly 011 the 31st. . 

• 8. Bae Lieu (Bae Liu Pi-o~i~1ce: The town was 
quiet on the at te1•noo11 o:f the 31.st after a mortar and 
small arms ·attac.lt. Possibly there wa.s 110 g1~owid 
p1·obe in this al'ea. • 

. 9. ca_ Mau (An Xuye11.): Som~efi.ring was still• 
going on ln Ca. Mau 011 the afte1·npon of 31 Janua.ry, 
but was ropo1·ted spol'adic. More• fightingwas expected 
at night. • 

I 

10. Can Tho .(Phuong Dinh P1.·ovince): • This town 
was unde1· I1·1on.clly co11t1·01 on th,e af te1·110011 of 31 
Janua1·y• but heavy fighting was t'eportod tlll'oughout 
pa1·ts of the Pl"OVince. The vc possibly still held 

·a_fow strongpoints in the town, including one pagoda. 

11.· Rach Gia (Kien Giang Province): The situa- . 
tio11 had-settled down here on the afternoon or the 
31st after a day of sporadic mo1·tar and small arms 
fire. . . . !. . . 

12. My Tho (Dinh Tuo11g P1•ovince): 011 the after­
noon of the 31st tho si tua.tion was improv111g, although 
.so.ine fi1•ing ,vas still 1•eported. Heavy maneuver activ­
ity was also reported throughout the province. The 
district _town of Cai Be was mortared • 

• 
13" Bon Tre (Tl"llc Giau&t,: • In this capital .of 

Kion Hoa Province the VC penetra.:ted the city and on­
gagocl the ARVN in st1·eet fighting.. .Tb& enemy· had : 
been dl'iven to ·t11e outskirts of the town. 'l'he ~District 
tow1ts ·of Ba T1•1 • and Binh Dai in Kien Hoa wore also 
mo1..tared. 

• . 14.. Trf\. Vinh (Vinh Binh Province): On the • 
.ovel\ing of the 31st, ome local us autllori ties c0n­
side1"ed the si tuatiot\ "serious" 1u1d ha.d requested 
troops from the ARVN9th Division. 
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15. Vinh Long Province: 4"n es t:in1ated 3 onomy 

companies· \\101~0 1nvol veil in the attack 011 the Vin.h 
. Long ail' baso: Five aii-c1·art we1·e damagacl. The • 

district town of \'1nh Liem. in tliis p1.·o~ince was 
repor teclly ove1·1·un. 

. 16. Chau Phu (Chan Doc Provil,ce): Accorc\i11g 
to an \11\con3!b·mecfre1lort, this p1·ov1.ncial town had 
bacm ovel'run on the 31st. Th.c deputy p1•ovince chief 
was .1·01:,orted missing. Reinfo1"ccmc11ts were enroute, 
and .all US civilians were beiug'evacuated. 
I@t Col'ps Area • • 

11
1. Quang Tri Ci t 1: Comm~nis t !01"ces have 

rdportedly occupied pos tious to the uorth, east, 
and west of the Quang T1~1 p1·ovi11cia l ca.pi tal, 
and a.major assault was expected on the night of 
31 Janul\l'f. An enemy battalion ,which ontc1"ed the 
cl ty du1• ing the night of 30 Jant,:lary has been driven 
to the suburbs .by ARVN 1·ea.ct.i.on forces. Three ARVN 
battalions n1·e 1,1·esontly on the 11orth side of the 
city with anothor allied battalioll 111 position to the 
east. The security situation 1~ still considered 
~n good shape, under· the prevailing circumstances . 

. 
18. • • Hue: According to MACV,allied fo1·cas 

are in fu1rco11trol of the Thua Thien provincial
• -capital ~nd the situation there·1s relatively
• quiet. • 

. 
. . There bad beeu earlier f1•agmentary 1•epo1•ts
from tho field that at least twd Viet Cons snppor 
·companies had ponet1"atod the Hue citadel, were. 
patrolling streets inside the citadel, and ha~ 
hoisted a Viet Cong fla.g atop the main c1t·adel 
building. • 

: , 
19. Da Nang: Small arJu.s, 'mortar, and 

artille1·y continued through the night of 30-
31 Janua1·y south of Da Nai,g ci.ty whe1·e tha • . .. 
US ?,tarine airbase nca1· Marble Mc,untain absorbed 
1ts second consecuti vo i.·ocltot ait.aclt. Da Nang
airbase is fully operative after brief closur.e 
for civilian traffic on the mornins of 30 Janm.ry, 
The1"e have been no Viot Cong-initiated i11cide11ts 
or acts of torrorism within Da Nang city itself. 
Demonstrations and- a 1·ally wore instigated by 
the enemy 011 30 Janua1·y at Tin Hon Pagoda 1n 
an attempt to_ persuade participants that the 
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Viet Cong had won a significant yictory and taken 
ove1' the city. This enemy pl"oi,aganda 1>lay generated 
little popular support, and GVN authorities 111adea 
1>.umber of a1·1·asts. 

. . 
US aut.ho1•ities iu Da Nang feel the Viet Cong 

att.a.clt against Da Nang city failed in its tnitial 
• tlu·ust I and has 1•educed oncJny cat,a1,ilit1os 111 the 
aroa to mo1·ta1'/1·ocket harassment· of milita1•y 
tal'gets combined with isolated -and uncoo1•di11ated 
sappel"-typo actions. · ~.. 

. • 20. Quang ·Nam: South· Ko1•ean fo1"ces have 
appai'ently disloaged an estba to~d force of 300 
Viet Cong lV!avily c\ug-111 ancl i11t·e1•s1>ersed with 
the civilian population at the o.ast end of Hoi 
An, tho Qllang Nam provincial capital. 'l'he city
has been decla1'ed under allied contro 1. 

21. - Quang Tin: The pl'ovi1foial capital of 
Tam Ky· came under heavy mortal", small a1"mS, and 
g1•omtl nttack etu"ly on 31 January by elements of 
the 21st NVA Regiment reinforced by two additional 
NVA battalions. The attack was '1•ei,ulsod, howevel", 
with enemy losses 1•cpo1·ted 111 e~cess of 400 l~illed 
(bot\y count), tho majority o:t wt,0111 were young boys. 
Althougl1 the situation 1s 110w r~latively quiet,
Commun....st forces 1·cma111 on the outskirts of Tam. 
Ky, with further eneiny offensive activity antici­
pated on·the 11ight of 31 January. 

22. Quang Ngai City: The 'Quang Ngai p1·ovill­
cial capital, along with three nearby district. 
headquarters, came undc1" heavy dnemy attack dul"­
ing the earl.y 1nor11i11g hours of ~1 Ja11ua1-y. Ac-

• cording to late repo1"ts, the assault was repulsed, 
with ve1"y hoaV)' Viet Cong and r~latively light
allied casualti-0s resulting, Elements of th~ 2nd 

•ARVN Division have been committed to bolster tl'e 
a1•ea deronsos. Small pockets of oncmy troops are 
apparently sti 11 acti..ve 111 the -~1-ty, but they . 
are believed to pose no serious·threat at this time. 

:. . 
The Ce11t:ral Highlands 

! 

• . 23 . . Kon tum City : Tl_1a s i tl:la t ion remains 
unclear; however, at last report two enemy
battalions continued to control· the Kontwn pro­
vincial capital. Tactical air strikes have been 
launched against a concentration of some 600-700 .. .. I •• 
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one1ny to the northeast of the cfty. •Conm1m1ist losses . 
a1·0 now reported ~o .11umbe1" 11eal"lj, 300 lcillcd. & 

: I24. Pleiku ·Cit)': The Pleiku provincial ·capital •
is reported quiet and apparently under allied control. 
Elements of the 22nd ARVN Ra.ngcn· Battalion are re­
ported in spo1"aclic contact· with ·ai1 unknown size Com­
munist force futsicle the city. • 

. 2~. Ban Me Thuot: 'While t.he 31 January attacks 
• against the )iAC\f corJpound and airfield at tho Darlac 

provincial capi~al were both suc.oessfully repulsod, the 
overall security situation 1•ema.ius unclear. 

Cent1"a.]. Coastal Provinces 

26. Qui Nhon: South Ko1"ea·n fo1"ces navo secured 
the l"adio statio11 and South Viot:namese special forces 
have securod the railroad station. However,. sporadic 
mo1~tar atld small nrn1s fi1•0 coutinuos. to be reported 
-throughout the Binh ·n111h prov111c'1a.1 ca:pital. 

. 27. Phu C~: ~ 011 31 Janua:ry~ Phu Cat subsector 
.beaclqua1·to1·s 1·eceivaa heavy nio1·ta1" bombardment followed 
by gt·ound attac't, with VC sapper:S penotra ting the com.-
pound, Contact continues, . 

i 
28. Nhn Trang: The Khanh Hoa provincial capi ta.l 

is repo1• ted quiet and under ft.lli:ed control. Allied 
reacti.011 forces are continuing to press pursuit o·· 
tions against a two-battalion fo·~ce f1•om the NVA • 
Regiment which yeste1•day capture:d the p1•ovincial • ·ea -
-~uarters and radio station and destroyed the sector 
headqu·a1·tors. Scatte1"ed enemy ftniping co11ti11ues 011 the 
ou~sk~r~s of the city. 

29. Tuy- Hoa: The Phu Yen p1•ovincial capital 1s 
repo1 4 ted upde1· allied cont1·01, alt.hough s1,01•adic fight­
ing continues in outlying areas, A captive from the 
·NVA 5th Division has stated that his pa1•ent unit--tho 
5th Battf\11011/NVA o5•'B" Regime11t--was ·c01M1itted in its 
~n.t~x~ty to the attack against Tuy Hoa, and that the bat­
talion comma11dc1·was killed. E11e1nylosses at Tuy Hoa 
thus far include 76 killed. 

30. Phan Thiet: ·An estimated two enemy battf\ltio11s. 
\\11der cove1· of heavy 111Qrta.1· fi1:a, penetrated the outer 
defenses of t~e provincial capi~nl of Binh Thuan. The 

.. 6 - . 
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i
city is l\1lcle1"heavy mo1"ta.1"fi1•e. He9.viest action con-
tin\\es to focus on the l,1ACV compound. US personnel 
ropo,...-t that VC within the city 11a:ve been seen chang­
ing into civilian clothes. US airborne and ARVN 
1·eaction fo1'ces a1..e attempting to bloc oncmy routes 
of withd1"awal f1•oin tha city. 

. 
•I 
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. -·other Related Dovelopments 

31. Com1nunist p1"opaganda ·1s coi1tinui11g to give
heavy play to the upsurge in military activity in thG 

. South and stressing that it shows tho VS cannot ac­
co1nplish its object1v·es. Tho unstated, but cleat~ im­

. plic_ation,_ is that the US must l"~sort to a political 
.COJUpl'Ollli6e, • 

32 . . Hanoi has ma~e 110 a.tteiupt, however, to por­
tray the current offensive as a conclusive or final 
stage in the struggle, but iS treating it as further 
p_1•oof that Communists forces bold the iltitio.tive and 
still .a1·e able to launch large-scale, coordinated at­
tacks.· A broadcast on 31 January said the upsurge in 
Conununist military activity is a. continuation of suc-

_coss achieved during the past mo~th. 
, . 

33. There·has been no Chin~se CommtiUnist com­
m.entary on the situation as yet. Soviet b1·oaclcasts, 

•. bowave1·, are car1•ying both Western· and Vietnamese 
Comm~11ists accounts of the actio~l ana stressing the ..U~ ,predicament. A commentary iii P1"a vda on 31 January 
s~fij:. the Communist have laun~hed· a "new major off.en-

. Sil' T which disp1•oves "US p1"opag~nda" tha. t Viet Cong
f oi Qs a.1.'"e "depleted.•• • • : · 

..•.,/ . 
. -:··. 34. Fi1•st accounts from the F1·ench p1"ess take 
tho lino that by launchins a "genert-1 offensive'' the 
Communists have aga.111successfully demonstrated theit· 
military capabilities and show11~hat the US has reached 
an ''impasse." • 
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SAijITIZEQ 

I 
I 

The1·a bavo been no n1ajo1• cha~\ge.s in the rnilit~1•y 
s1tuatioa Si!1ce 7 A .M. this mor1,i11g, •although a -.fa,~ 
new attacks hav~ baon raported~ ! . 

l. Ene:~y foi·cea hit the us !,!ar.i11e i11st:illetio:1s 
( at 

on 
Phu 
the 

Bai with r.bout 8 i--oia1.ds of l{O-;r.::1. ~ocket 
1?:orn:thg cf l February. Thoy ·also seized 

1'i1•e 
con­

trol oi Phu Loe., 
Nern - Thua Thien 

a district 
provincial 

capital l1e:u-- the ~\.!ang
bor~G= a~on~ Ro~te l. 

I 

2.. The si t\?a tion in Iiu e is sti1.l unc!.e;ar, al­
·thoush· 
most of 

onc 
the 

report 
city. 

st&tes that 
It appe:?.rs, 

the a~lies 
howaver, 

have retaken 
tho. t e11.en:y 

forces n:ay still co:--,t1.·ol s1,uch of 
a traditional military strong,oint.: 

the 

, 

o!.ts.del area--

.. 
. II Cor~.s- . 

I 

' . . 3. Enemy :forces est!.:1atec. at co1~p::r.nysize ~t-
tackecl Dalat 11\ Tuye11 Due P~·ovi:-.. ce ettrly on l ~Etbi·uary.
They hit an ~P billet, seized tte market placa and 
a numbe:"' of civili3.t'i hosta~<;S e.:..d a!'9a s~id to be ... 

• 
j 

1 

i 

largGly in co~trol of at least the c~~~er ~f the. 
town. Tho 011emy ~ctiO!'l agai11st !>o.!3 t coulcl h~va an 
irn11oi-tant psycholo~ical effect O!l -~~e South Vietn.a~1-
ese., - si~ca tho town to sc:r.e eY.ta!1t ha~ be3rt an al tor­
nat~ residential-area fer South Viatn~~ose leade~s, 
and has 1-iot 1>~011the scena or rdlita1·y action fo1· so::e 
years. 
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-4. In Kont\\:1, n.t l~o.~t 01.-..eNo:·.th Viet!1:1n:ose 
• battalion is still entr0nched in strongpoints in .the ci t:y • :E'1•iehdly iOl'CGS st!ll control ail tbe ·• 

ri1_ilita,:y Cvlapcm1ds, b.ow~v~l'. ' 
t 

5. It\· Ban ~!e Tliuot, elements of the 33rd h-VA 
• Regimen.-::, app~re!ttly 111 conjunctio:i ,"1th Viet Cons 

local ~orces, n1'a con'ti!rni1~g to occupy significant 
po1'tions of_ the Da1"lac provincial ca.pit.al. 

. I!I Corps 

6. A ground attack v:as launch~d on the Cu Chi 
Di_strict he~c1quarters on l Feb1'u2.ry~ bµ:t !ailed to 
pehet1'a te the r.1ai11 dafer.s~5. La tel'., a 350 round 
rocket and 1no:i.'ta!' attac!t ,::as i.ti.i tia ted e.gai11st the 
ne,u·by headciuai. ..te:."s of tha US 25th !>i vision. Par­
sonnel c,sualties in the latter ass~ult ~era li~1t; 
there !s no roport of matefial dama,e. 

· 7 ~ • In. Saigon) • imiper i'i1•a co11tinues thl'"oughout
the city> but no.major new enemy in~tiativ~s have 
been r~pOl"ted. 

IV Corps 

s. A11other enemy attzck ,;;as spp:;re11tly launchacl 
in Ben Tre, capital of Kiec Hoa on l February. Co~­
siclera!:>le destrl1ctio11 '.Vas apparently inflicted on the 
buildii1gs and homes in the city, a1,d heavy cas\!alties 
~ere apparently sustained bi the civilian populace. . . 

: .·· 
9. Some ad~itio11Rl ground probes against delta l • 

to·w11s .011. l February have beet\ 1•epo1•ted, but datails 
_a1..e _lackini. 

.·... 
. 10. The f1:ie11dl}' s1:~uation iri ?.Iy Tho> ~.which· ,.·as 

. ~· 

unde~ heavy mortar and groune attack at noon on tha 
lst, h~s reportedly •111il1>rovad. •• . .

•f 
11. No additional, confirmediinformati0~·1s 

av~ilable on the situation in Chau'Phu which \i3s 
ropoitedly in Viet Cong hands on ttie 31st. 

·-
- 2 -

.; 
. ,

ICOPY . 
LY:~DON 

I • ~... BAINE~.:~~SON L~B~~j • .. 
. ~--

•· · -----~---- ...--... -~----- --· ..... ·--------··-.------=--..._.. ....--· . . . 

https://Feb1'u2.ry
https://ca.pit.al


--------------01:hcr Rolnted Davelopnaents 

12. The Vietnamese Co1mm.m"istsare 110w portray- • 
• ing their current offensive ns nn nl1-out effort ~o 

des troy tho Thieu n-overm~1en.t and re1>lace 1t with a 
Comtu\.mist-cont1·0-lled adn1iu.istratio11 .". They are t1·y­
-ing to give the i.mp1:assion. 
w~nnin~ widespread popula1' 
administl."ati ve apparil.t\tS is 
the seiz\U'e of powe1·. 

13. 
qua~ters 
a "general 
rogir.!e. 
be set \\p 
the people 

A st:atament" 
OJl 31 January 

of.fer1.siva'' 
The stateme11t 

"which will 
to join fn 

victory at a11y cost. 

14.. Tharo aro
•nists havo, in fact, 

s_ign.ificr..nt popi1la1' 
Both Hanoi and Viet 

issued 
says 

aimed 

that thei~" efforts al·c 
SU!.ll)Ol't n~\d that a r1ew 

being ~e;t \\P 
. ; 

to rna1,age 

by the ' Viet Cong boad-
the 
at. 

asserts 
be entirely 
th~ effort 

time' has Rl"rived 'ior 
to1>1>l;ln~ the Saigon 
th.at a govei·mr.ent will 

ours, 11 and. calls 011 

of 
11 

no signs so far 
be~n successful 

su1,port !or theii" 

tryi11g "to win 
' • 
I 
I 
\ ..
that the Comm\l-' in rallying 

cur1·e11t effo1~. 
Cong propaganda,.howcve:', are 

ti:ying to. cotwey .the iin1n·esa ion thz. t the time is now 
ripe for br1n:1ng about n solution to tho conflict • 

. in accor-c wit.h the 1,rog1 .. am of tha National L1ba1"ation 
• Front. ThG 1>ropasni1c!a plays down the role of the 

Liberation Front i tsel.f, and asserts that other gl"O\\!)S 
are· clemarlclin~ a new admi11ist:-ati.on b;;.sed on ~l·ont ob-
j ecti ·ves. The Comr.1un.i.sts s~y ·an organiza t-io11 cal lad 

.. •. the uAllianca of National aud Pence lo1·ces" has beco!:ie 
a 1•all.yi11g. 1>oint for coordin:'-ti.ng political act-:!.on. 
Communist broadcasts claim th~t·e has· been. a11. enthusias­
tic po:p\1lar respor,se to a call f1.'01-n the "alliance" 
demanding that tho US wi thclraw a,,d en.d tb.e war I ar .. d 
that negotiatiOl'lS ba COlld\\cted ,vi th th& Natio11.al 
Liberation F1...ont fo1~ rasto1•i11g~ poaco· ar.d bringing about 
''i.ndependotice and sovereignty" £02. ... the South. 

. . 

l 
; 

- 3 -
. . 

(. 

. 
. 

-~ 

i 
r . 
r 
I; 
!" 
j 
t 

! 
I, 

i-. 
•I 
l 
t 
Ii 

. 

! 
'i 
\ . 
! 
I

•I • 
I • 
II • •: 

t 
i 
1 ... 
t· .
J . 

r ' 
I· • 
t 
i-
t 
J .' I • 
i' 
i . 
i 
t·. 
I . 

. 
f 
i
j, 
1 . ., 
t 
-: . 
I.• 
' ' ! 
tl::-....• 
,,.·.. 
l" •• 

F
'~. 
. . .I/;.. 
t' •..
I : . 
=k 

... .. .. . 

https://Natio11.al
https://act-:!.on
https://coordin:'-ti.ng
https://admi11ist:-ati.on


.,,.,,,. I_,.. 
I ' LTIJ LIBRARY 
I . M -ndatory Review 

( Ca.se#NLJ~ 
lJocuruent # ..;iE 

SANITIZED 
• i 

. f SC No. 01917/68 
!. 
1 

• CENTRAL INrELLIGEkcE AGE~CY 
Directorate of In~elligcnco 

2 Feb1·uary ~ 968 
t 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORA?\'DUZ~i 
\ . 
' Tho Sitlia tio·n in Sout:h' Viotnazn No. 8 

-----u·s-o-r-7100 A .f:i. Esrn 
l 

1. Tho C<lmnmnist rrct of!onsivo con.tinucd into 
·its :!ourth day with Communist :forces 1"esistins al.­
lied mopping-up operations wit~in, or on the out­
skirts of key cities throughout~So\lth Vietnam. The 
fighting .111 Sai_go1i is subsidini:; hQwov91·, tho Com­
munists still ,naintain strong· 1>ositions in the 1>1·ov­
inci~l cnpitals of Hue, Kontum~;~an Me Thuot, Da Lat, 
and sovoral cities i11 the deltp. pl.'ovinces. 

i . 
2. Enerny losses continue: tt'> soar with US mil 1-

tary authorities in Sai1:011 claiming well ovcr·l0,000 
Co1n1nun:l.sts killed in tho first'. three days of fight­
ing. An additional 3,000 susp~ct Communists have 
reportedly been detained. By contrast only somo 
1 1 700 individual and crow-scrvbd enemy weapons have 
been recovered in th~ fighting~~ Fri~ndly losses.now 
total 559 killed (232 US) and ~om6 2,300 wounded 
(1,000 US). ~ 

• 
1Saigon 
( 

3. Saigon was -relatively' quiet du1·ing the 
ni.ght oi' 1-2 February. In ea1•).y 1nor11ing action, 
howcvor, tho Viet Con~ ovorran:two South Vietnamese 
~olicc precinct stations. Sporadic firing was re­
ported at seve1·a1 otha1· 1,oints~ in the city a11d 
fighting continued ea1·ly this rno·1•ning 11ear Tan Son 
Nhut ai,..•baso j\lst· a\orthwest or tho capital. Only
limited aircraft traffic wnu pbrmitted at the air­( field due to reports or an i1nm1uont rocket attaclt., 
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4. Available evidence indicitcs that the enemy 
troops involved in the Saigon area were mostly in 
the lG to 18 age bracket~ al'\d wore woll armed with 
modern aut:oma t:ic: ri.!les ancl 1·ocket launchers. Sev­
eral prisoners stated that they h~d infiltratod into 
·t·ho city 1 n civilian clothes whare they wo1·e a1·med 
from wca1,ons cnches which had beah set u1> well in 
advance, 'l'ho e.nomy in Sai.gon did not a1,poar to bo 
WGll t1•ait\cd, although their moraie was high in t.ho 
en1·ly stages of the fighting. • 

' . . 

5. Several onemy units in tho city have been 
to11tat:ivory 1denti£icd as Viet Cong units f1•om tho 
Mekong Dal tn and from af; far wost.' as Tay Ninh Prov-
1·nco. Reports o:t. No1•th Victnameso uni ts in tho 
Saigon i'i.ghting have not boen conl'irmod, but north­
e1•ne1·s assigned to 11.oarby Viet co·n~ units ns cadre 
and fillers possibly pai-ticip~tad·. 

I 

I Corps 

7. The city of Hue 1s st1li ~ho foc~l point 
. or stubborn onezny 1·esistnncc in So\ith Vietnam's 
northern I Co1·ps nrea. The rest ·of t.he rnajor cities 
in the northern provinces are und~r tho control of 

•· allied 1:01'ces, although scatterod attacks were con­
ducted against soma or them on 1~2 February. 

8. Hue: Tho two-sc.iua.rc-mile, walled citadel 
area- ~s snT1 part.ially occupied.by enomy forces . 
this morning. Two South ViotnnsnGse ai·morod battalions 
lll"a commited to tho cloa1•in~ 01,e1"ations· around _the 
ci t:adol, and " US 1st Ai1• Caval'l.'l' :ba·ttalion may bo 
added to the off.ort. Thi-co othor South Vietnamese 
batlnlic,ns have oncountoi'ed stiff cne;ny resistanco. 
in clearing operations in some aiens on tho outskirts 
of the city •. All US and South Viotnarnoso ·installa­
t.ions within Itue rc1,\ain unde1· alliod. control. 
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9. Cam Lt,: Tb(j Con1binod Action Platoon Head-
quarters at ~ai Lo wns attackod ~ith mortar and • 
small arms !ire ea1·ly today. Thd, enomy was forced 
to withdraw after~ heavy six-ho~r battle •

•. 
10. Phu Loe: The Phu Loe itrea, located soiue 

25 milos south of Jiu~ ,was subj ec~ed to. a day-long 
-nttack, "'hich endod late last ·1111,tht. • The Phu Loe 
District Jleaclquart:e1•s and villag~ were rep<>rted socura; 
bowever, a sizeable on&my throat·1s beliovod still in 
the general_ aroa. Accordi11g· to an unconi'irmed report, 
tho tJS Mnril,e bas~ at Phu Loe wa, 0ver1"un at one point 
in tho f ighti11g. r • 

s . 
11. Tanr Ky and Quang Ngai:' Both or these prov-

11\cial e&pil~ts were -ittad«5cfby ·commtmist n1ortar,11on 
· • dm.•ing the night of 1-2 February: The bombardment 

of Ta1n Ky 1·e1'>orted.ly. included ai·tillory !ire. No 
reports or casual tic's or dAmac-e hnvc been received. 

\ . 
! 

12. Duy Xuycn: This district capital located 
88V8J'al 111ilossouthwest of lioi An {n coastal Quang 
Nam P.1·ovince ·was i-opo1·ted still undc1· tho cout1•ol 
of an unknown-sized cnomy force.: •A South lCorean 
brigade has moved into the area in preparation for 
•i counterattack later tQday. 

II Corps 

13. Kon tum: Tllo most soi·ious tb1•oat in the 
II Corps a1"oa continues lo exist· in the city of. 
Kon tum in the weste1\1 highlands.· The ·enemy con­
tinues attacks in and nround the: c1 t.y, a11d has es­
tablished strongpoints in severnJ'buildings, in­
cluding pagodas and church~s. A11 ont:l.rc North 
Vietnamese batt~lion is still boliovcd in control 
of n1,1>roximatcly half of tho ci t>1: The airiield 
has been cloared out is now op~n·to emergency 
traffic. : 

. 14. Bnn Me Thuot: At lns t: report, elements • 
or tho North Viotnilniosc 33rd Reg1me11t wero still 
occupying most o! tl1c cit)'. Two· South Victn:imesa 
23rd Infantry Division battnlions, together with VS 
units, arc attomptin~ to rosain bontrol of tho city. 
Tho ai1•fiel<l is still 01>0111 but hf\s Leen hit by • 
11101·tar al\d su,al l arn,s fi.rc. COPY 

Lr.mo~ BAINES JOtC-fSONLIBRARY 

. . .- 3 ·-
• • 
:• -~.__- •• _. __:::.:.:.··-=-:...· :,___:_.__:. _:.:.::....._--=;:,;_---__::-=-=-~-c..=.•___.::;:-=•-~~~-~-·· .- • -·.. __ __ __ _ ~ 

https://ont:l.rc
https://1�e1'>orted.ly


' .. ' 
: 
F. ...,, 

I 

15. Dn Lnt: At last 1•0port,' Communist :forces 
still hola·t1rn inarket placo in t.h~ center of town 
as wall as scattered strongpointa·within the city. 
South Vi.atnamosc fc,1.·ces a1•c lencling the ef.fo1•t to 
driva thu attackers out of the ci~y . 

16. Tan An: A total or 208• onomy troops were 
1·oportod kTllo'cl ·during a ftu,~co two-hour battlo yos­
tcrdny, ,vhon t·hoy atla1u1,tod to ove1 .. i-un this villago
which-is located·some 15 miles southwest of Pleiku. 
Tho villate was. dofende.d by South' Vietnamese i1•1•ogulars
who sustnined light losses. J 

• i 
17. Phan Thiot: HcutVy fighting was still re-

ported f1•om-tTlis coastal. 1>rovinctn1 capltal through 
the mid-morning of 2· Feb1·uary. Tho MACV nnd Sect01· 
Headquarters co1npo\mds have not yet· coma under attack. 
VS and South Vlotnamosa troops havo established a 
blocking position anet are 1>resontly attompting to 
sweep through the city in an effort.to drivo the 
attack ors ou1:. 

!!! Corps .. . 
1.8, To the north of Saigon· in III Corps--the 

a.ran. whore the cur1'ent Communist' campaign has so 
fnr been the lightest--several now attacks woro 
reported du1"i11g the night of 1-2 February. Xunn Loe, 
the capital of Long Khanh Provi~ce, was under heavy
attack throughout the night. Ono Viet.Cong platoon 
pon.ot1"ated into the town, but by morn11,g allied reac­
tion ti•oops had cl oared them out. First repo1·ts indi­
cotod ~hat US and South Viatnameso casualties were 
light in the action. Other enemy assaults and mortar 
attacks OCCUl"red in Ph\\OC Tuy, tiau Nghia, and Tay
Ninh but faw-details were avail~ble. 

19. In tba ltekong Delta, sharp fighting con­
t11,ues within sevoral provincial capitals and a num-
ber of smallor towns. ~ 

I 

20 ~ Soma ?00-800 Viot Co1ig ai·e still believed 
to bo inside Ben Tre, tho capiial or Kien Hoa Prov­
inco, ,where two companies or. tlje US Dth Infantry
Divisio11 companies bnve a1·1-1vcd·to roinf'oi-ce AR\'N -
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forces. Hoa,,y f.ig1rt:°ing occurred during the night 11\ 
the prov11wial capital or Vinh Long. A US Nnvy patrol 
bont bnsc in the city was ovorron but later retaken 
by South Vietnameso forces, , . 

21. Allied troops were al~o engaged with Viet 
Cong forcos in Can Tho, )ly Tho and Moc Hoa, the 
capUail or Kion Tuong Province.· 'l'hG latt~,1" city wns• u1,dcr henvy mo2·tnr and 1~ockot a·ttack oarly this 
mo1~n.ing. 'l'ha Viot Co11gwcn."c 1•~i>0rted usil'lg loud-

• s1>enkors to ap1,enl to. ARVN troo1ls to lay· down tbair 
arins, 

. Prnspocts f:o.i.··tho Immcdia t.e Future .. 
• ------·---------....--

.. 

.. 22. The situation rcport~d at Sa Dec is char­
acteristic of ina11y areas in So\.lth Vietnain, where 
enemy forces have been pushed out of the urban Rrea_. 
but continue to maint~in positions 011. strategic g1·ound 
nearby, It seems possible that, in some a1·eas, the 
Communist uni ts will ntter.11lt: to 1·enew their a.tt.acks 
on u1~ban areas, or will att:em1>t -tp remain nearby in . 
an effor~ to keop the situat:io~1 tense and the po1,ulace
1·n'tim1da tad. , 

' •• 
. 23. Al th ouch the enomy u'nits so !ar 1nvolvod 

11, the curre11t action hnvc rop·ortcdly taken beavy 
losses 111 so1ne of 1:he fighting, .1t a1,pears certn in 
that tho onemy high comn1nnd was fully prepared to 
sacrifico these units in thei~ enti~oty, if necessary,
in order to carry out the o!fet\sivo. • This would • 
strongly suggest that i:ho enemy has not thrown bis 
jull weight into the current effort, but that it is 

• -rather a cAroful, selective a~plication of his power.
In tho bitterly contested fighting in Hue, for ex­
amplo, only elon\ents of the North Vietnamese 6th 
ltoglmont have bee,, idcntificdJ along with a few, 

• possible local fo1·ce olements~. This '\\'ould indicate, 
in view of the standard OB tor the area, that at least 
one other full NVA1•ogimcnt is in this sector, and 

·at-least three other regiment~ within 20 miles. 
. I .

24. Although the Com~unists are probably in-
·capablc, 111 the immediato £ut·u1•0 1 at least, of .ainin 
·mounting a coordin~ted attack against so many targets 
as it\ the past.fom:· clays, -thoy do ap_pear to .hnv~ 
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• tho 1\ecessary punch in reservo to koep up heavy p1•os­
suro on seloctod semi-urban and urban areas for a 

• cons! dt~rablo 1,eriod. Prospects f.01· •snoh enemy pres­
sura appoar good. 

• I 

25. Khe Sat\11: Tho situatio11 in the Kl1e Sanh 
au~oa of wustcrn -~a11g Tri Provinco i'omains st.a tic. 
Thii ~S Mal'irlo gar1~isoh there rccoi.v~d a- l ht ·tar 
attack .dul'~ng tho night. tfc6rding:·to 
• p1•1soner; however.~ tho s"occ>nd 1>hase • o • the ommunis 
·Khe Sanh offensive will begin on 3 feb1·un1•y wi tb 
"arlil lot•y, tanks 1 • and twi.ce as n\an)' tl"oops." 

• 
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IijTELLIGENCE ME?.IORA~--OUM 

-The Situation in South Vietnam No. 0 
(As ot: 11 :30 A .l\l;-EST) 

1. The Communists aro continuing to npJ>ly heavy 
pressure acai~st a number of major population centors 

. -and their S\U'l'O\.tnding environs tlu•oughout the four 
. 001:ps ateas of South Vietnam. The allied mi.litat·y position 

appears to bo most er i tic a 1 1 n Hue, K.on t\lm, Ban Me 
Thuot, Da Lat, and Ben Tre. There are indications 
that the Communists aro planuing renewed attacks in 
the Saigon aren, although the situation at present 
remains relatively stable. 

I Corps 

2. Fighting continues in Hue as US and South 
Vietnamese t1·oops press against: r:ommunis t fo1·ces who 
continue to offer stiff resistanco within the citadel 
and in scattor e cit . uan. N ai re-

II Corps 
• 

3, In the western highlands, the allied sltua-
• tion l"e.Jnnins most critical at Ban Ma Thuot and Kontum 
Cit·y, where ·1·egimental-sizocl Nol"lh Vietnamese ro1·ces 
continue thei1• occu1,at.ion of n1ajor. portions of both 
cit:ies and surroundi11g envi.rons. Civilian casualties 
continue to mount in both areas, largely because of 
allied ai1• stl•ikes against enemy u11its holed u1> in 
henvily populated sections. Enemy forces have also 
resumed battalion-sized or larger attacks ogninst
Plaiku City, 
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4. In the coastal provinces o! II Corps, North 
Viotnamose forces apparontly continue to maintain a 
major presence in Da Lat and Phan Thiet, tha capitals 
of Tuyen D\\c and Binh Thu au prov111ces, respectively. 
No major tight.ins has been re2lol'ted in Khanh Hoa 
Province, tho scone of recent. haavy enemy activity. 

Saigon and III Corps 

6. To tho no1"th of Saigon in the III Cor1,s area 
there were no new attacks on 2 February, however, there 
are indications that the capitals or Tay Ninh, Binh 
Long, and· Phuoc Long provinces nloug the Cambodian 
bordor may be the next targets to come under attack. 
Some 4 1 000 refugees have been generated in the Bien 
Hoa city area, where fighting in recent days has ra­
sultecl in heavy ~runage to civilian housing .. 

IV CorJ>S 

1. The Communists continue to apply pressure
~ga1nst several provincial capitals and key areas 
according to information as of 1800 Sai~on time on 
2 February. The most critical area appenrs to be 
Ben Tre where heavy fightin~ is taking place. The 
enemy controls most o! tho city. Sporadic ~nipor 
f i1•0 and fighting ·in the outskb•ts is repo1·ted 
in Ca11,Tho, Moc Hoa, Soc Trang and IIY Tho •. VC ele-

•ments remain· in tho imniediata vicinity o! Can Tho, 
Camau, and Rae Gia and additional attacks are ex­
pocted. There is no !urthe1· i11forma·t1011 on the 
situation at Vinh Long. 
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Status or Enemy Forces 

8. Availn ble eviclo11co indicates that the Com-
munists rotain major combat elements in I ~nd II 
Corps which have not been committed in their current 
offensive effort. • The situation in III ancl IV Co1"ps 
is less clonr, but is probably substAntinlly the same. 
In I and II Corps tho remaining units aro capable of 
launching .a deli tion~l strong attacks 111 certaiLt • a1·eas 
and can also .reinforce the cu1"ro1lt assaults. 

9. Enemy strength along the Demilitarized Zone 
and in northern Quang Tri Province remains consider­
abl~--up to four divisions. There are indications 
that two battalions 1>0.rtici1,atecl 1--acks on Quang 
T1"i City and major .eleme11ts of the North Vietllam-
ose Regiment were involved in heavy ghting at Hue. 
It ~ppears that two North Vietnamese regiments and 
several inde1>endent and local force battalions are 
still available in the northern coastal provinces. 

. 10. Ill tbe Quas1g Na.1cl Quang Tin P1-ovi11ce 
1·esio11s, elements of the North Vietnamese Divi-
sion have been joined by cal force units in attacks 
at Da Nang, Hoi An ancl Tam Ky a11d scattered actions 
in the countryside. At least two re"1ments ancl 1>rob­
ably as n1auy battalions ·~1nain. uncommitted in this 
area. . e ;,._.. . . 

11, .The picture 111 Quang Ngai is not clear. 
However, it appears the enemy has used at least ele­
ments from many of his sevon battalions hare at this 
juncture, 

12. It.astal II Corps, the situation is uneven. 
Most o! the North Vietnamese Division and soveral 
local force talions a1·e still ava.le ror action. 
Further south, about ono-half of the No1'th Vietnnin-
ese Division has been idontifiod at oa and Nha 
Trang, whil~ the majority of enemy local force strength
bore has been committed. 

• 13. Despite beo. vy f ightit--· t JContum and Pleiku,
only a small percenta~o of the Front combat power 
has part:icipa ted. Up to fi va r 11nents and a few 1noro 
aoparata battali.ons rem~in unconunitted and availnble 

.. in ·the wost_ern central highlands, 

- 3 -
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Political Developments 

14. Vietuamese Communist propaganda on the Tet 
o!!ensivo in employir~g a st1"ong anti-American the1ne 
in an effort to rally popular support for Commuµist 
obj actives. Brondcasts by both Han.oi a1id the Libera­
tion Front have characterized tho current offensive 
as Pl'imarily directed toward ridding the count1•y o! 
the US 1'11n1lerialists" and their Saigo1l "'laclteys. 11 

The progt".am of the Liberatio11 Front is sit\gled O\\t as 
tl\e guide to achieving these objcct:i.ves. 

15. A F1·011t b1•oadcast on 1 Februa1·y pi tchcd the 
anti-American ap1,eal dil."'ectly to South Vietnamoso 
armed forces and police personnol. After painting a 
black picture of Amorican involvement in South Vietnam, 
it told .. theso people that their "golden chance•• to 
contribute to the salvation of their country had come 
and urgently called on them to ''1·esist the Americans." 

- The broadcas~ remindod them that.the program of the 
Front containa provisions !or rewarding those who 
join the Communist cause as "'ell as those who cooporatc 
in the anti-American sti·uggle, even if they do not join . 1 
the Communists now, The broadcast strosscd the need 
fo1· immediate action, saying that the "situatio11 is 
urc-et1t: a11d time does not wait." 

16. The theme that the offensive rcpres~nts a 
groundswoll of popular sentimont favoring an anti­
Amorican struggle was also underscored 111 a 2 Feb­
rual"y ai•ticlo 111 the Itanoi. part)'. daily Nhan Dan. 
The al"ticle- clain1ed that tba o!fensive showeuthe 
strength or the rovolut1011 a11d of the "national 
union" resisting tho US "aggresso2.·s'', all of which 

· it said is in li11e with tbe F1"ont•s program. F1·ont 
statements discussing tho formation or new popular
front "alliances" in Hue and Saigo11 bave stressed 
that their first objective is to oppose the us, 
bring about the withdrawal of US troops, and to 
.negotiate with tho Liberation Front •• 

17. The attem1>t to characterize the Co1n1nuu1st 
nilitary offensive as a broad, patriotic uprising
against the US and Saigon regim~ was carried further 
111 special Viet Cong and Libet·ation Front statements 
on 1 February. 
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18. 'J.'h.eViet Cong issued a "spec1 a.l. conuntm.1que" 
descri.b1l\g the "1.nsui.-1;cc.tion.a.l atmosphere of the 
mass·es," and claiming tbnt 1:he nat101\wido. attacks were 
an "lrreprassible uprising of tons or mill.ions or 
poople" bent on a common course o! "natidnal. libera­
tion." It saicl ·that; although the rece1rt fighting oc-

• cu1·red fo1~ only a sJ1C>rt; timo, it prov1.clad a basis 
• ·for contin.ued mlli tai-y successes throughout: the coun­

try. 

10. Nguyen Huu Tho, bead. of the NatiOJ\al Libera­
tion Front, vn"'apped himself in. the sa)lle patriotic, anti­
American robes in a special appeal carried by Hanoi 
ra·dio on. 2 Februar)'. Tho 's n1lpeal was addressed to 
South Viot1\all\eso mi.litary an.d civilian personnel and 
called on them t:o Joi.11. i.n a commo21strug"lo against 
tho US and the Saigo1\ regime. Th.e ·Fi~on.t 's ••only and 
his-hast goal", ho said is the "s·ave the cotmt1·y.'' 

- s -
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CE:\TRA!., ! N'l'3I,~~G:Zfrc~ .!'!.GE~'\CY 
Dil"octc.rn to o::" !r\tol.liJ.C~!-.c.:: :

2 !4'ebt'l~a::y l06S 

Tho 

(I
2. The ~liot Co:1u r~di.o on 2 F1)h~u~d:·y br:>t:.dc,s~t ..·- . 

ec _41,:\'°"~~-l~, 11 ~.. ~,-•.•"\ t: ....., ''"'~, ·:·-t ."''' -J.. -J r..-=:.tl":~ ..... ~•, • .; ,, cc~·~r."i "'"•·1\•·'' 
~.:;> ., •--~~\,;,,_ ••"-'••l ••lV 1\,... ..,_V,oA J\ol ... y""'• w •-•,1.J olL,,.- ,,_..,'-~ 

of the new orgnnizutiun called the •~lli~ncc cf Sa­
tion(\! ancl i:~aco !-'01·ccs." '1'!·a~:-t'O'!)e~l is dr, te:cJ 3v 
:r~,,~~-:~•y•._·occ:,r.,....,-i,,•J, ""'~'- •'°'-;' llf!!llt~•0•'"'~'~1":• S 1 •,-.~·:··~ 0~
--••"4e,;;.-. .a ••• , .. _,4\; '•• r.tl• C.. ... \;. c-. - ••''-''.., ""- t,U • 

• Comn:~u1.ist at·~~cks which b~G~" tl:(;;n. ?he ~ppo~l -is 
clesi,zned to show thn. t ~ 1~01-,iila!.· '':..•a:vcl\~ticz~" h~s 
"b1 1c:~e1~ c~t." !t calls on ~ll clo~cnts of th<3 
South Victn~tl:.esc -oormlation to join the 111.•ariks of 
the :,eop:t,a" an.cl says th:\t "w~ mtt:3t at CllCO sot \!l) 
a 1.1ovolutio113ry goverm:i~;~t." ThG go~ls of· tho 
"Allifrnc,➔ 11 e.t'e said to •·iL,cluao ovoi'thi·owing the 
S~igon rcgi.~ie cd1d t"el:>lr.ci~g it with n 111'"Gally" 
,.,...- ... ~.c-r.i.!\+~1 .. ~"(,l"'l. ••e.r.'t"-'4n~s+.-:•n•:•"v~• l"l.owc•"'f' '' roco,•t,-i·"'''"... '--1,.-IJ. ._....,__.. ............... ., ... ••"'4t•1•-- ... .... .. ' w - ,. :.1 ., .. t "" - ••:,. 

·nr. tiC;na 1 inC:e,~mc:o :1ce by dc~~\~.ridin~ tha wi th<!~·aw~ 1 
of the US er,() eneii1l thG \'!~u·, buil<li1~g iu1 iadGpo,,c!cr,t, 
dc -o,\r!!. 4 

·" C ~ ~ ., J"'~'l"""•-:s-; So'"......"'" ~ , •. 'l.,.?" ~ t\0" t" I"". '.'\•o.:.• .: ~ ,_; 1-r~
tt" v ~ \, - J .;;,.I&\• 1 ~ • ii- - - - "t .,. , • " .... U i. • ~, 1I l C.. • ~ i> '- ~ ,.. .. - j o 

tiith thG.N~,tional !:ibc?.·a--~io;, 1"1:o~~t to ac~icvo tl~ese 
·go~::..s. 

https://Dil"octc.rn


: 

'-

. ' 

5. The;:'c r-..:.--~·n~-;, ,~::".:~i:s f,t-cn1-: t:h\"; or~;afi.izati.0_;1 
in 8~igoi1. A m·~nc: !:? .. ~~e.cas·; l'e::;o:..·te.cl. :. ts est.r. b3.:.s1~-
... , ... l!l ~ + r.-,..·1~.c1 _,,, ; t 1·r. ~'' - ,.-: r: -~t-. , • .: -:- -- , .... -:-·-- no i c~ _.._.:.··· ... ~ ?L·--_: •

"'·''"' • _ __ _ ..:.,.1~~\..o. , .. ,:.~ .... ~ ... '-,-=,.,.u, ---~"· .. ...a.:., ... ::-., 
howav~:.,, th~t i,1 !~;.:.-~-;;!:~ t.llia nee is hcac.13.:l .b:.' Ls 
u:.:" ~ ... -0 r. ~~ ..... r. 4·0• .. o·"' r .... , ... ,.o•c~ .., ~-"•'' - ...._..;-.. -c ...." .... • ,. ..-: -~· -·o~
""·· -•""' 1 &,' ._;~It..,\., 11\. ~ ......~ ~\:. J.. -~-.- ~••• ,. _IJ.,--'-~• ..... ..;;. 1..,.:. Oc...t.!:i :. 

>1a 1,c :~"~c uni ve1".:;i ti e:s • H~o :.·~:)o:.'te:: :y !_.ca ,1 E.:"?.••,,?,:lal 
ovc:.~ P.iiu :t'ad:.o. 

i G. Le V:rn rir.c s .;~:1:s to bs ~ :-.\)1~-Con~~un.ist :;Dli ti-
c ":., 141.. ·,•1•"!1'~.,..:~,, o"j· .i..• •• -=- =-~,-,~c.:~- ...~ .. ,~. ~---:~,, ..-: ..,-=- ~-'"!l,ct1--~•.--•.•r--•,,.

~-- • ,l'-'• .,.,.,t.iJ.1.,~ - • ., •• "' ....... ,.-, ·-- ..,_ -::-_. .. ...,--. ... ti.. , .. ,1~-~••V'-'. _. 1111,j:, 

l•ai1!;s o~ tl~c l\z,ti~:·.:::.'!. l:i~:;G:..',:'tio:1 ~.:.'~l~l~~- !il) ,v~s ac•~i,:e 
in t~o 1066 Bud~h~~~ st~u~~le :ove=ent and was 1~­
!ll'i~~l"tt;: d. :£0:.• his ~11:."·::i c:.'..Jr, -tic,!'. :,e-;·:. oc.1 Jm~c ,rn.C: Cc~obe: 
of thr. t )re~~:..·. Ii~ h::.~ t-ls o bz.o:~ ::\~:: t:. or~c:,! i:,. co:1::ao-::.0:1 
with tho ~u~~ Vi~t ~~~tY: a s~~l:, l!~tlc ~n~w~ ~n~i­
go·ve:."'i1.1n\;l1~tg-1·v\\!l fo:·~:e~ i~ cc:t'lti-~1 ,.-:_~~l._,,~:1et.tl•ir~.; 01· 
,~.,r--''C""".i. .. V ~-""•·~·, .:.1,• ,::, -·· ......... .,, ...... ,"! - ••• ..,-~ ... ""'\·•.,-..l"\.\•-:· """"'"~ ~ .... ..,- :o .. ti~~,.,.._. ba-.. ,,..:.., C:-,.i. ~..;:;_ \, .c; ,t;,c.:;-"- •.,\.-·--ii ••• , •• ~, ... __.. ··•,'l.n-

:.to1•0 -:he, st:--un·~·lo w~s ~cl!. to1· o!: a 1.o~-tist mr~g;azi~e
Vietna~ Viot~2~. 

• 7. Little is- ::z1cwn cf 1-!:::o's i.nfl•-.ter:.c.c !.n ce-1:"~::-al. 
Viet,1,~m o~· ~t l~e ho P .. bleGV~!l !!~:~ U:1.:v~:.'".!d.ty,b,,~ ::t3-Y 
t ~ t'f'~.,,·.\""e.:-~ sr:~,-=--·"!' .. ~ ... -, .... .t. of-~, 1~i-:- ,,~,, -t ~ ··c.ot: ~-o,,c·
~ t.,.,_•.,"'•-'-'- :J, .. ._ .,_,,;;_.,.;,1-- '- _..,, .. , .. _.:, ••-~-~ ... 1. ..... "-'at~ ••;, 

'H\.;·,c·"=-~1.y e:"·\1--~.:"~,• ..-•. - •::~,o :-:,..,,~ -h,-.-::. .. ·•··,~·" 1·"'v ~,~-"!!" ac•l.~••n.
• "'·· .. ,, _..,,,...,.., .... -..i w ..... v.:>; ···- •• ~ ~\;: .a. .. -.-:..........,.....,.,, __... ._._,__ \.·--"""" 

in ant~gcv~rn~o~t ~sitation. The~c is no cvide~ca 
tha ".; Hno l:.~s ha~ Vi:;;t Co:1J or Liho:·r.t!.on :r:·ol1t ccr.­
no~tion~, but t~i~ is pcssi~lo ic v~~~ of ~is ~P­
parontly loftist, a~t~sovo~n~~nt teneencies. 
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some ro~~ ,o,ular Gnt~usifis= ~nd ferretin~ o~t soli~ 
1>oli t.:.c:-~l su:11)0l't in e,:.'c:t::..' t.o c::.·i)~.tc .:;. powor hr .. so. 

D. It ~lso is co::co:.ve~hlo th~t J cvc:1 !.f th~ 
C•-i,';\"l\\.lll.; s te~ eo ..,ct ~•r: ·:, .,.,J"'''""h ,:::.\l'"'"O°'' ~~ ~Ol' +~ .. r.. ,, !, ( -:-~ ~ •• c~ ,,

-.. •• ,.. .. •• •• • , ..... ., ••--•'-'•• ...,. .:·•!• ... w -. • .-,•'-- ........... ,.:.. "''-'I . 

they m!.ght try to ~:£-~!~:i.o:\:.:.:1 ad;1~inist:-atio:1 sti·i~c't\ir& 
tc P~Sf) ofi r..s a ''c,~:-t!.itioii f.;ov~i·1:?i:o:,t11--r~;1 O;")j~ctivo
frequently montiono~ !n ca,tu~ed ,ocum~cts as a ~o~l . ~J. ·•o••lr~ :-,,.~,:-.-,••·~-:.. o~-.t'.h•~ ta..!;.; n❖ n.~'-S°i""•·•.; ,,.,"'.u C?'"t'I--,~:.; "'"' "'~ S .. ,-.,

- .... Q -, .... ..,...,,,.,. .---•'-:, ··•~!-~•--:,•,· ...... ...., , .... ~1f"~_,.,,i ..... _:, 

14·'"1._-r.,oivo., f":.: •••,~"'~l''·· S'·-~•::) lc,,,a,· o-? ••••r,r:."· 1.·•~.. ~o,,~,, ·,•-:.t,:,,._.....'\ 
~ .,-,, - - ~'-'b- '~ "'4••'- •-'" - '•'-",o"'"' "'"'"'- ••-.J -I'- ., '-'~-, 

~=1~;:\o!!ro:1·~ am.t gl'oups .rapl'~:=.fo:·ftej by the "All~a1-:.ce::. ,: 
\.,,;._~ e•\~f~.;-f,. "c ... "' 1 ;•-=c,"I'' c, .. ,,-;...; -i-,~~l' be ,.,~oc-~, .. -!-~,~ ~c ., .... ~ ...,~ ... -4,~.. v,, ..... '-'- ., ___ \::: • "'-'-'•• .,.,,..,.,._ ...... ;_-. '--•-'\:••' , . .., 
tl;e 111--aa:u t;ovcrrrn:ot1.t cf Sotrth VietnJ.m. Tha- Co:~r.-,u1:ists 
have avoi<le,l Sl~Ch ~ cot.11\~o with tho F1·011.·; i•-;.$e;lf, • 
11::os:ur.!ah:.y b<;:cause the !i':•ont 1 s f~ilm.·o to c1G-v~loi) a 
1,olitical haso r.?U.!i,~eit so pr:te::tly a c=eat·~:.'~ o:!" the 
Comr,,\mist:;. 

lO. • The~a·h&s boen no sign!ficrnt cha~~c in 
t~o ove~all ~ilit~ry si~uation. 

11. nuo co!'~t!11i1os to be t:-:e iocc. l !,)oir~~ o:r .J,~~vv 
011Gmy :.n.·cssuro in I Col·~~~. • ll ~a?.·go conccrlt~r= ..tion of .. 
Comn~unit;t tro~ps h~..s b3cn :-01:>m.·ted rnas.5i1~g iol" an. r,t-
.A ~ck ...ty~-1~~+- (.)t1,..•1·C1'':'\~<""".: n.;t,y r,,t•ic-- ,tc.!· ltt\CO'' ...... , •... r.i,.,"'~ c:.~.._ •• ,wv _ ,. le, ••~"• .__...... • .. '-~ -•.1 ••.,·---•"'-·~, 

howev~r. D~ ?iZtnr~It.ii• B~so has n;;aitt baan subjac.to.:l 
to 122-:t~:. rocket f i -ro. 

12. nobimei\tal-siz.ed No1•".:h Viatna?:lesc ::c:.·co.s 
.are contim.1in~ to occu:;y e:-:ttH1~:!.vo c.rcas of :,01:t1.~~ 
City an·d B,n1 m;) Th\tOt ir. tho we~'tOl.':t ili~hlar:.CS,. ,•;ith 
heavy fiG~ting rcpo~~od !n both cities. In c~~st~l 
!! Co1-:,s) heavy fig:'l"~~ .. 11g b~-:wc~ri allied 1.·eac",;inn ::o:.·cos 
a.:icl th:.....~~ Viet Coi,~ ba tt~lions ccntin'.1es in am1 :1:.·o'tm.d. 
the Binh Thu~n prov!nca cepital of P~nn Thict. 

ca1j!."::als cf 
, 'l'" ,-;i-,.•, 

1" ""'~ 'l:•v......... v ... , ......... ,. 
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INTELLIGENCEMEMORANDUM 

The Communist offensive continues to 1naintain 
consiclerable momontum in some urban are.is a11.d against 
somo ~lliod Juili1:ary instnllntions. E11ernyi'ot·ces 
are still resisting nllied efforts to drive them out· 
of many provincial c~pitals, and have launched sev-

. eral new nti:ncks in t;he III and IV Corps areas. 
Saigon was relntivcly quiet during tho night, but 
thero were some i.ndica tions tha l 11ewenemy 1111 ti.a­
tives. may s~on be stngod there. 

·1 COl'PS 

l. The situation 1.hrougliout. this area was gen-
_eral~y quiet on the night of 2-3 February; however, 
the fighting in Huo is continuing with the enomy still 
offering sti!f resistance in their offorls to hold 
several strongpoints in the city. 

2. Jlue: Tho northol."ll portion. of the citadel 
and 1>a1•tsoT the city itself are still under enemy
contl'ol. Several of the compound areas within the 
citadel exchanged hands late yesterday. Reports of 
sizeablo enemy uni ts in tho city's environ.c; continua. 
One 11rlsoner clain,ed that 2-3 battalions ,,,ere massing 
on· the southorn side of the river which divides the 
cities, Rnd that the it· mission was to a ttacJc the lfACV 
con11,ound~ Other 1,risoners have stated tho onom.y 
plans to hold Hua !or al least seven days. Hoavy 
enemy sniper activity rrom rooftops and other strategic 
locations colltinuos to hnm1,c:r the allied 1·eaction 
forcos wld.ch have beet\ makiug slow progress in clear­
ing tho city. Six South Vietnamese Army battalions, 
a ranger batt~alion, • a tank company, _plus two ApJ?ro.,yQ.d...tAr-M3ease 
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battalions of the US 1st Air Cavnlry Division nnd two US 
Marin.a battalions are now commi tl:ecl to racovcriur; t!!'3 c1 ty. 

(3. DMZ: The allied strongpoint at Con Thien 
was hit bTT3 rounds of enemy artillery fire, whil.e 
and n8nrby US Marine positions received 65 rounds 
of artillery and· 1·ocket !ire late. yesterday. Thel'e 
have been no reports of enemy activity at Khe Sauh; 
however, a press ro1,ort claims 650 rouncls of ·artillery• 

·rocket, ftnd mortar fire were directed at allied posi­
tions a1i·along_tho southorn portion of tho DMZon 
3 February; • 

II Corps 

4. Fighti11g continued in two provincial ca1,1 tals-­
Dalat and Phan Thiet--in central South Vietnam on 3 
February. Although the cnomy presence in or near the 
western highland cities of Kontum, Pleiku, and Ban Me 
Thuot· remains considerable, these ci tics we1·e cen-
orally <1uiet ove1"night a11d tho Communists may now, 
in fact, bo withdrawing under strong 

5. DalAt: Earl)' this. morning,
toi·ce struck at the railroad station. 
a South Vietnnmese Armyoutpost, and 
quarters 111 a bric! 15-1ninute attacl~. 
havo been reported. South Victnamosc 
presently establishing control of the 

allied pressuro. 

an unlmown size 
two us billets, 

a 

6. Phan Thiet: Sharp fighting which began 
yosto1·clny noon was-repo1•t;od co11t;i11uing in this coastal 
city this morning. The bulk of the battle is con­
centrated in north and northeast sections of the city 
in the vicinity of the MACVcompound, which 1s still 
secured by friendly forces. 

Saigon 

have been sighted withdrawing 

7. Saigon was ralatJ.vely 
• and this morning wi U1 only a 

8. Some reports state 

repo1•t.s raise the possibility 

sector head­
No rosul ts 
forces are 

city. 

quiet during 
:Cew aca tte1"'ed 

that groups of 
from the city.
of widespread 

a ttRcks, Prisonc1·s and ca1>tured documonts 
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that the action so tar~~, have been aimed at creat­
ing turmoil in 1,roparation fc,r nnoth~r at,tack. Some 
25 to 30 Viot Cong battalions are said to be staging
in aroas north and south of the city. 

Other III Corps Developme1,ts 

• 10. Two provincia 1 Cf\pi ta ls, X\\a11Loe and .Phuoc 
Le, came under attack during the night. By 110011 on 
·3 Fobrua1•y, 1towevc1·, 111ost provinces in the I II Co1..ps 
area reported that the military situation had sta-

·bilized. 

11. Xunn Loe: Xuan Loe was assaulted for the 
_second consocutiva 1\igltt. Al\ ARVN artillo1·y position 
was bit by rocket fire; ground·probes were directed 

. at the ltACV compou11d, the Nntionnl Police Station, 
and other points in. the city. Thero wero few de­
tails on casualties. 

12. Ph\lOC Le: T!~e capitAl o:r Pll\\OC T\\Y Prov-
1nce enst of Saigon was attacked on 1 February and 
at last 1·eport lato on: 2 Fobrua1"y (local Vietnam time), 
·pnrts of the city wore still occupied by a Viet Cong 
compa11)'. Heavy fighting was repo1·ted, but the only
confirmed casualties have been ono US civilian and 
one Australinn killed. 

13. Bion Hoa: Esti1na~es of civilian ref.ugee·s 
in the Bien Hoa a1·ea uow 1•each as hi ,.h as 11,000. • 
Information rom r1soner indicate that 
tho .rain Force eg m .n : or tha -
Viet Cong Division ~~r~~~c~;za ted in _J:he a~taclts on Die~ 

oa. 

b 

Tpe p1·isonors ai! • ..4111-. thoy had no "1 tltc!rav,a:t 
•• they were told that it would be easy to overrun. 

city. • 

- 3 -
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14. In ot.hcr l'ecent action in III Co1•1>s US 
. A1•my t1·oops t'oported a sharp clash ,vith an enemy . 

!Ol"'CO or uncloterminod size about five miles north­
east of Saigon, while Viet Cong gunners attacked 

•the US Ariny base at Cu Chi :ro1· th·a th1.1·d time 
within a wook on 2 February. Some 100 rounds of 
mortar and heavy robket fire hit the camp. US 
losses were light. 

IV Coi·1:>s 

15. Reports indicate that there was a slacken-
ing off or fighting in several previousl~· hard hit 
provinces in this area <l\lriug the night of 2-3 Feb1·uary. 
l{eavy ac;tion is still going· on in some sect61·s, bow-

. over, and many major cities are still experiencing 
sni~er and harassing· fire. 

16. Ben"Tre: Some of tho heaviest fighting in 
the delta hns continued ovor the past thl'ee days iu 
this provincial capitRl, located some 43 miles south 
of· Saigot\. Viet Cong·· !orqes, estima tod to be 200-
800 strong, have infiltrated virtually all part• of 
the city and control most of it, es1:recio.lly at night.
More than half of the bQildings in tha city havo 
been destroyed. • 

17. The ARVNRegi1no11t defe11ding Ben Tre is 
repo1'tedly fighting "tenaciously, but rather ineffec­
tively because of a lack of "planning and organiza­
tion,." One US Army u11i t has already arrived in the 
city and nlost of· the 2nd Brigade o:C the US 9th In­
fantry Division was scheduled to arrive during the 
nig·ht. 

. 18. Chau Phu: Chau Phu, a provincial capital 
near tho Cambodian border 115 miles due wost of Saigon, 
was 1·eport.ed almost: com1llotoly secu1·0 this inorn.t.ng. 
Au ARVN aoarch ancl destroy operation is sweepi11g the 
O\\tsltii-ts or the city. Unconfil•mad esti11ates list 
77 Viet Cong killed and eight capturod. Somo 100 
civilians hava been wounded audit 1s estimated thut 
the fighting against at least two Viet Cong battalions 
111 the city over the past few days destroyed the homes 
of up to 4,000 people. 
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nt1c e 1e attac on Chau Phu 
s &\\nched with conside2·ablo icleological p1"epa1·a­

tions but without the tho1·ough tactical 1·ehearsals 
which t1•ad~ tionally 1,1·eceed Viet Cong attacks. He 
flA1cl tbat Ile firat lea1"nGd of the Tet of:Censive about 

111.11:we~atMJlA...»t·iorthe attack.to Chau Phu 

20. Viet Cong main force units, •~cording ·to __..,.,
ho prisonor, were given the responsibility of 

"libe1·a ting'' 1,rovincial ca1,1 tals, whereas district 
• forces and guerrillas were responsible for seizing 

thei1• 1·espective tlist1•ict aeRtr;. . claims that the 
force which a ttacltcd Chau Ph.u city ncluded te11 llarty 
-me1nbc1's who were to constitute the cit)' f1•ont Which 

to 01•ganize a p1"ovisional govermnent. The 1>risone1• 
bea1'd tho term conlition gove1·muent about six 

nths ago, but had never heard. it brought into formal 
rty proceodis~s until the briefings for tho Tet 

pe1'ntion. 

21. If these state'ments do prov.icle au accurate 
reflootion or cur1·ent Viet Cong stra t:egy, the Commu­
nists have indeed decided to expend a great part of 
their rosouices in the Tet offensive. 

Othor Deltn Action 

22. Spo1"adic mortar and smnll arnts fire con­
tinues within or on the outskirts of sev~ral prov­
i11cial capi tals--inCl\1ding Ca 11 Tllo, l,ly Tho, Moc Hoa, 
Vi·nh Long) atid Rach Gia--as well as a number of other 
smaller towns. At Ca i.tau a Viet Cong assault was 
repulsed during the night of 1-2 February but further 
attacks ware expected. 

- 5 -
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Poli.tical and Psychological Developments . 

23. There·are ihdications of considerable con­
fusi.011 and indecision \Yi thin tho Saigo11 gove~mne11t
in the wake of the current Communist offensi~o. 

24. Information n-
dicn tes that P1•i1ne Jdinis ter Loe bas .tnken no in tia­
tive toward 1·esto1'ing 1,ublic co11fit\ence in the gov­
ernment's ability to act e!factively. Loe, wJ10 was 
dosc.r_ibecl as "b~w11¢icred" when the e.11emya ttl\cka 

: first erupted, :has slnoa rejected suggestio11s -that 
•he act to strengthen l1oalth, 1,ostal, information 
and emergency reliof services and that he try to en­
list active st~port ~n the crisis from labor, 
Buddhist, intellectual and other groups. Loc's at­
titude rei,01·t:cd~y is that civilians can· do nothing 
until- the military hnve restored some normality to 
the situation. 

25. clAims 
that the rnl\\ent has unction "1·ea-
son~bly well, 11 althoug·h there has been a noticeable 
lack of co(>rdinat.ion, particularly through conflicting 
orders to ~ivll servants about ~oportiug !or work 
during the curfew. This source claims that P1·esidont 
Thieu is now beginning to tu1·n llis attention to the 
pressing political and psychological aspects of the 
c1•isis. Thieu 1·cportedly met on 2 February with Loe, 
Vice P1•esiclent Ky, and senica' cabinet, armod forcos, 
and National Assembly officers to discuss urgent food 
and 1ncJdica1 11.eeds, a lld to a1.-1·a nge for a public pledge 
of support from assembly lenders. 

~G. The sou1"cc roels, however, that tho peo1,1a 
of Saigon are edgy and susceptiblo to rumors and that 
not enough has yet IJeeu done to reassure them, He 
fears that, if the Viet Cong aro not cleaued out of 
·tho city withi11 48 hours, public moralo will further 
deteriornte, supplies may run out, ~nd allied troop
fatiguo may force resort to increased brunbing and 
strafing with counterproductive effects on the popula­
tion. 

27, Overall information on popular reactions 
to the crisis 1s still relatively sp3rse--particularly 
fo1· areas outside Saigon. F1·01n the evidence available, 
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however, it still appears, as eavlier reported, that 
the general reaction is one first: of !ear, second: 
of su1·1n•ise; at the demonst1•a tiou o! continued Commu­
nist strength and, thir~: ot disgruhtlement at.tho 
governmcut's inability to block the attacks. 

28. There are numerous reports of belief in R 
Wides11react 1·umo1· that the US conn.1,,ed with the VC ill 
the attacks in orde1" to !orce fol'matio11 o:r a coalition 
govornment. Whilo the enemy is doubtless pushing this 
linens part of the psywar sido of bis current offen­
sive, ~he widespread willingness to believe the story 
is sitnificant, since it seemingly indicates a growing
political malaise among the peoplo over tho war. 
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4. 'fhc Comnnmis t.s ht\ vo tho c~\ pa bili ty to str:l.ke 
;\ t; nny 1..;.m<:! tlg·ni nst Kho Sa nh with l wo div is i.ons, 
n1rninst tho C,\J11p Car1·<>ll-Uoclcpil.c u1·cn :fJ\ 'lhu north­
ccnt1·nl DMZ wi.th ot\O c\lvisi.(')n 1 ~u\Cl ni.~ainHt tlw Con 
'J.'hi.cm - Gio J.,i.nh nrca it\ tho cm:; f.-c<.m lt.·n 1 DMZ wi lh 

•u di vision oqui\1:l lent. 

G. Tho nl.licd slt.nntion ;,1. Hun ficc1,,s tr, have 
Jmi,rc,vu<I somowha1:. Wh1.lu t.\Hwc has hcou no sit-~n:i fi-
chnngo in posi.tioa,~ occ:upiccl b)1 cnc~my or 1-\llicd forces, US 
M~,rine;~s in .bnttalion stronr-;t.h havr.: 1.·oca1Jtu:recl t.hc 
l'll'lWi\\cial Jail whtc;h hnd boon held by the Vjct Cong-. 
S<.lll\O • 2,500 l)ris<Hwt·s, 300 to 500 of whom were con-
sidurccl hard-core~ Viot Conir, wc.1·c 1 ibcl'n tcd h)1 the 
cue1i1y durin~ tlrnir initial f\tt,\Cl( \\gain.st the prjson 
compound. An .ARVN force <H]\tivnlcnl to divi.t;i.on-strcngth 
is col\tilmiug 1.o p1•ct;:s clr.m ,•i nt-t opl?rn 1.ions. ngainsl 
Communist forces holed up in tho ci tndC!l nrca. 

G. In thr~ Qmrn~ Ti.·i city ar~a, nlthou~h tho 
·con\tl1unJ.sts have boon pushed out 01· th(;! urban n, .. on, 

lhoy rn·c snicl 1.o st.i.11 hold Rhout. two-lhirds of tho 
RD crlmpaign nrea, in the district norlh C>f the city. 
1 t. is bclicvc.d nl lied forces will have t.o 1novc in 
and clear them out, JH"C>bnl.>ly with 1:mbstnntial dnniagu 
lo ~lvll.inn .i.ntui-cst.s. 

7. A US MHrinc batt.nli(.)n hns hccn roportccl in 
. hcav)' contact. wi t:h ,\ lnrg-o cnomr force south of Dn Nang, 
but: 111) fm'thcr dctnils nt·c~1n•cf>cmtly nvi\ilnhlc .. '!'he 
C<1i,1nmn.i.st.s· n1·0 lmliuvcc.1 to 110sc ~ VCl'Y ,;01•jous th1'cat 
tl, Uw ontil.' Uni An nron wj t.h two re r 'nts 

. 9. A mn,1tn• lmi ldup or Communist forces has been 
1•cp01.•tc<1 near the Quang 'rin Pt·ovince capita 1 of Tarn Ky, 
·bul no si~nifi<:nnt new ·fip;htin(t" hns yc~t. dovclopcd. 
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IA\ te ,·,Jpor ts i nclica tc) 
tlmt t:lw Dak 1"o n1rs rip hi\s c<»\H} unclur h<rnvy rocluit 
nnd 1~<.H.~oil.lcss ri nc nu ncl{, but. appat',.m.t ly t·cmflim~ 
t>l>l't·:'1 1onn 1.. 1Usowhcro in the w<.,sl.u t·n hi 1,h Jn n.<.ls, no 
IH!W information hns bcco.uo nvnilnbl.o on Uw slntus 
of cnomy and nll.i.cd' forcc:?s in nn<.1 nrottnd tlw ci tiN~ 
of J>.l.cilrn., Kl,ntum, and Bnn Mc rrlrnot. 

. l.l.. • .Thl! Conin\tmist - Front coJ.nmnncJ ha~ now 
cc,urnrlttcd i t.s cat.l \'C 1•cr~ lonn 1 force n8 W<Jl 1 nH cl tm,onf.s 
or th l'oc of its subordi na tc NVA 1·c~i111<.mtr-; 1.o the 
'l'ct 01'fc~1sive in the hJ.ghla1Hls. •r1tr.::1.-"l.'ont's cnt.i>:•t~ 
SVA f>lvision 1 howuvol', with throe~ r~gimnnts f;np-
por l u hy 122-mrn. rc><:lwt 8 r, ml 120-mm. mo,: In 1·s, hns 
ajJ})t\l''C1'ltly br.>on Jrnpl in rcsct:vc. 'l'his divisi.on Jmsu,; 
a continui.ng thr•~~t to nl 1 ir.Hl \\\\i.ts nncl iustn.l lnticn1.s 
1.ll north,wsturn Kontum And wosl.orn Pl.c!ilrn provlnccs, 
nncl ~l~o ls capable of. joining- tho at:l~clts ni:~in,::;t 
1,op\\lation conto\·f; whi.ch havu been initiated by locnl 
(ot"ccs nnd indopeJHlc~nt 1•ep;imon.ts of lhl1 Front . 

. ·12. In t.lw coastal lH·ovinccs c,.£ II Corps, Phan 
Thi.ct, thu cnp.lt:nl of Rinh Thunn Provlnc:o., iE-; under 
n·ttnck by th1·00 Viet Cong battalions. Mcmnwhilo, 
Comun.mist forces havo amlJ\\shod two South I<orenn 
lll'm)' convoys in or nonr t:ho Dinh Di.nh provincial 
cn1">i ta 1 of C~ui Nhon • 

. . ~ILC(.H~J)S 

13. Inform?alion on lhis area is not.. up to dntc, 
1ml n U clcl w·1.·np-\t)) ns or l\l)OJ\ (Vi.t:!t.unnt limn) on :-t 
Fubt'U:H'.V indit~Oll'd thnt most. of Lim J»:ovinc(.:S i.n lhc 
Co~ps wore quiet. 

14. Fi~hl int~ np1'l,H'CHlt.ly con(im.w~ ln 1.hc J'H1ov­
i11c'lnl c;,pilnls of Xunn l,oc ~n<l I>ltuoc 1.,(! 1 with Vi.ct 
Cong forc:cs possibly holding posi.t.ions iu hoth cit-ios. 
~cnnwhilo, brigadc-stt'ongth. bnso camps oi the US 1st: 
Infantry Division ,,t Lni Kho ant\ Qunn J,oi came unctct· 
h~"VY 1·ocl~ot nm1 uuwtn\· homhnl'c1mont' on the t1Vl1nin1~ 
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of 3-4 1·\~bt'lU\l'l'. Enemy forces havo also bcon rc­
pot•tcul moving .1,nwn1·cl t.hc nlnh l)uong· P1·ovinc0 cnp:l.tt\l. 
of Phu Cuonc·, altho\1~h )H) mn_jo1.· nt tack .has ~•ct 
e1•uptcd, 

'l'hu _ Saigon AE_~:: 

15. Press reptn·t:s inclicntc f.hat. Jwavy fl1tht..i.n1~ 
orupt:r.Hl hctwecn olc.m\.cnl.s or the US J.1 Lh A1·1norc:cl Cnval.ry 
n,,g·imcmt ancl a la1·~u Vlot: Conf~ i'orco ncnr 'l'hu I>uo, 
,1ust northc.\~t of Sai.~un, on tho mornin~ of :i Fcbrunry 
Sn.igon, limo. Viut.niimusc Mari.nc?~ nncl ot.lt01· Amc:-ric~n 
units wcro also ong~gcd. Thero nrc no reports yot on 
-tho outcpmo. 

16. In tho cnpilf\1 itself, light. sr>o1:ndic con­
tact.. nncl sni.por fi1'c cont:imws th1·oughout the city. 
I~il.'illf{ incidents wm·c 1•oportocl st.ill occut'rin~ nr..mr 
_the nn l: ional }.la lnC'o, tho t1S omhas,-;y, 1.hc.~ ornhassy 
mn1·lno bnrr,H~l<s, ·nml nlnn1: tho malu ruar.l to Tan Son 
Nhut nll'port. on ·urn cv<.min~ of 3-'1 February. Poli.co 
Btati<ms and l'ovinr; E.cmu•ity l)atrols l"cmain pri.mo 
enomy targets. 

tlw • NVA ni.vlsion 
~nd 1.hc4ltt NVA 

Rc~imcn : contimw t.o 1.,osc ,t cl is ·ant 1.hr<~nt Lo UvJ 
SaigC)n nron. These fo1·cc'!s, (;cn.01·ally loca tt!d arcnmcl 
1.ho iliehol in rubbor plant.a t:ion, hnv<.: not been .iclcnti.­
I ied in i\ny l'CCOl\t ActiCll)~ 
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19. Then'<.?hAs buon nn !'-,ip;ni fi en nt: change in 
ti.HJ situntion here, nccorcling- to the fra~mr~111·ar~, ru­
ports now avn11nblo. Only spoi•adic snipc~r :fire was 
1·c1><H'lccl in Viuh l,on1; City whcro l'J· icnd ly f'orr:us· 
conlinuc)cl c;lcn1·int~· c:ntt \'C nlt 1 mont.s. J~nuu\y att.:H.~kfi 

• dut'il\1~· tlrn night or 2-:l Pcbnt.u·y wr.!t·c t·{!pt1l}-;ocl nt 
c.~lt.ics in Kh"n Plmn1~, l<tcn Hoa nnd nae; J,i.<rn P.t·ovi.nc:os. 
Througho\l t much of the (!01·ps n roa, Vi.d l Con rt c:1c:•• 
men ts c;crntinucd sent t-c.n·ccl IHn·rnss i ng fire. ThoJ'C j_s 
I\C\ firm information nn tlw s:it:untion at Il<!.I\ 'J~rc, nl.­
t hnu~h l\Yll Vil"1l Cont~ ha tt;,.lionr.; on the out.~Jd.rts of 
I h<"!'<~ily nrc bcllcvotl tH·oparin1; ft>r >.'cnewo<.l n ttncks. 
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Poli ti.cnl Uoacti.ons -··· -·--------·-·····-··---- --·..... 
20. Vi.nt.tH\tnesn Comrnun.tst t>t·opa~nndn is <;011-

\.inulnv.; t<, claim lhnt tho.Li' rnililnr.v ofJ<.m!->J..vc hn~ 
evoked brond populnr suppor·t pnrlicu]arly in Jluo 
and Snigon i\mt hns JtOl\Cl"'a t<.?d the· f01:mn tion of pol i ti­
cal 11;:\lliilncns" lhrou:_:hout tlw ~ounll')' which will 
eventually overthrow nnct 1•oplncc the Sni.gcm govcrn­
r11onl, 'J.'hc composit.iot\ of these: all.lflncos, their 
functJ.on, and their rctlntionshil"> t<., the I,ibernt.ion 

• l~1·ont C\1ntinuos to he Vi\g\H.~1 hut i.t. is becoming :t.n- . 
. crcnslugly clo,n· 1.hnl \.he Cc:>nn,mni.:~t~prc,b~hl.y lntr.md 
l hcrn to bo lho in~ L1·twwnt for 1 ho cstabli shmcmt of 

• ~ con li t:ion ~ovo1.•nmc:nt !n Cll11..i\mc1.: ion with tho Li hera-
t i.on. }i'ron t:. • 

21. An·· Appcnl .r1·<,mtho "nlU.nnc:c'' ln Jinn., brnnd­
C;\S t by t.h~ F1·01\t. un 2 Fob1·unry, is tJa! clnn rc!s t s ta ln­
mont oJ.' this ob.i octi vo to dn to. 'J'h(.] n ppua l s tn tcd 
ror th u f i \'S l \; imc t.h n t one of t.ho H l li i\lH~o 's obj r.w-
t. iv ~s was tho <JHt.nhli.fil11ncnt. ·or n n:\lil'll\t\l <~cH1.l.i1 ion 
Rchni nlstrn tlon .ln tho Houlh i'\nct t.ht~ noruial i~n t.ion of .. 
t·clnlions with the North in. ohtm· to aff<~ct rcrnnifi­
cntion. Pl.'evious nppcnls by the Si'\igon and Hue al­
linnccs nnc\- by tho Nntionnl JJCH\dorshi.p of lhc.• All.ii'\nccs 
hnvc, call.c.,.d onl)r i'u\' nc1~otintionr.; with· 1..Ju..?I•'rn,H: h1.1t 
luwc lltlt mo1,tioncd the fo1·mn t ion or ~ government, nr tho 
issue or rennifi.ci\ tlon. 

22. Dospi tu tho su1mcstions that tho Comnmnifit.s 
rcnll~· i.ntond to m:1>.·chalwnd with th<.:: f:01·mnti.on or 
n gc,v<?rnmon t:, tlwro con ti mws to be sc~an l c:vi.doncc 
l_hat the Alliances hnvc J;Rlnod any populnr suppor·t. 

2:J. llcHlnwh i le:, scvm·al Un noi conuncnlnr.1 es hnvc 
stir;~cslcd thnt the currant militnL·y (.lffcnsivc js J!ut 
ono bat. tlo in n more pn)long·cd s trt1~L:lc. Thu Hanoi 
pnrty })r.pm· l)n 3 Fcb1.·uary said the cu1.•rcmt fight-
ing wns crca tin~ c·nncliti.ons f01••rldr.\iU.mrnl nd.li·­
\i\r~· vic1.ot•iof:;. 1"hc No1·t.h Vint.11arnr!sc..1 nr,ny .journal 
the 1>1·cv.lous dny ca 1 lm1 !or thC? southern forces to 
1nnint~in i\ll('l d<.wcl.op lhoh' vict:01·.ics, nnla~gc their 
1·i-01\ts, nnd develop their l."Ovoluti.rn1.. 

2'1. • in Hanoi reports thnt 
the DHV military c<>Jmnnm1 has sent·" m~ssnc~c to tho . 
Fronl unit in Uuo nnd Sai~<.>n iH:,suri nt~ them that the 
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1llU\ nruu,(l roa-c'P>,; '°'1:\u,J "t'(.\a,Jy c1 vn>·y HtH:cu,tJ ti> c~oo,·cll­
~1s with (hom." ln lhu,uj il.ri-wJJ'• 
- 1,mss meetings nrr.: hoing hcl<.J h)'
v;n•iou~ politicnl nnd roli.t~ious groups in support 
of tho Ron\ horn o!1 cnsivo. It woulc.l np1,r:n1· that the 

• No l h Vi t n m i\ \l u\(l l. u i c-s " l' l. j l i z l n ({ 1.IIC'! s ti~-1 • O i\ O ~.H.! C \ I 

Ct'\S 5 C:S in .tbo South tt"> 1mmp up popular ,nm·alc in 
tho Nol'th. 

( 

North Viotnam 
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j: C,"it'J'}S s•-----~----··-·-
• l. N~ signi!ic;"11:t Co:~~:;-.\1:,ist or .ron..s!.vo r,~t:i.v1.­

tic:~; ,·,c:ro ro:1o~"l:od clt~l'i.nt.; tho niiht or ·3-1. Jfo\n'ltary; 
hC•WO'Vt?l", ~(~\'c'l.•:1,.l sma1.l-.-3c,,le i~r.n:-t..ii· attnnits nr.c.1 
c~o\u,d l>l'ubc~ tc,>k 1,1n co. 

2 l lt•ri.• - ~:, 
A1·

• 
Jl\2.·,,_, Ml ••••l•.Q, =·,•-t O'' ,t,.I. • •' s,,o--.cl1.· c· .-.&~, I 

.. o .. ·,~ 
•lo 

-Ti"c•',1·t.,6 
1"··,, .;_• ''-" ., J.: •1'-.i J 

cor,tnct \;etW{:Cl\ t\l:t iod :\nci. Cl~~;.iy force$ con~:i.n~tocl 
,vithi?\ th~ wnllctl c:!.t::l<.lol ~:.·o,, o:r. '1.hc;;clt:y ju~;t 1'.o:•th 
o:f tho i~ri'umo Uh,·01". Scmth. V.ie-tJ;i;iwsc have ct;;,°'pl ote 

· cc:1t~ol \~OW oi~-";,.:hecitncl~'l. airst1.·ir, nnci> toi~·ct:hc:: 
,,,ith US m\!ts, ~re CO:itinut:,g to swoop sf:ctions o·r 

• 'thc'.cl ty outside the ci t~H:01. 'l'ilo onct,iY !.s still 
. holocl up ~n sc~ t:to ..'od city bniluin{tS cm the! south 

b~nk of the riv6r. 
-

• 3. I1\te1"rv[;~ t.to:! of a pl•i::;one1· tn1<cn in \:he • 
Huo i:ir;M~i!1i~ rcvc:ilr; th:\ t :.,·t lcr~st some of tho nt-

• t~citlng fm.m -was c,n:ip,>scd of Viet Cong en~ 1."'n;'~1·oupccs. 
The capti vc <:ln.~.mecl th,\ t t:he lh~c ci 'l:)1• ·munic:i pi\ l. cni t· 
~nd th~ 80C";h Viet. Co:1~ n~tt:~l:i.01\ or tho Nm.·th Vi~i:­
nmnr:sc G·t:!: Rci:i:ncm t· wore t:t~~mi~ wi 1:h &~ttncl,itlr; thu 
J.fACV compouncl for tln:(.~C cfays t'.nu if r.c!Si.t,;t:anc:c llrovo~ 
honvy J tCJ continue the ::?.ttrick for an ncldi ti(")nnl fola .. 
da)'S. l!o nlso clnime,1 th:=.t if i:hcsc forcc:s wc:r~ 
1"Ginf~'l4ce,].., the fi((l~t~.nG: CO\,ld continue !ol' l.5 cl:!ys. 

4. Otho:.· olcli1cmts o:t' t:he !~01·th Viotnnmcsc ~'Lh 
noi;i1r.cnt prob::!hty \1.1CJ!'"O;",lso zivo1, tart;·ct arcJn.s ,Yi:thi1, -
1:JHl c:i.ty to ~·t-tc\clt. Tho Ot'-'1my '=a stubboJ·n ,•eg:ist:iuco 
,,Ji thi1\ the ci 1-:y m:ty r~,tct:-.. f:.•om th~i1• intention tc; . 
:rc,llc-,w the b~ttlo plrm or it\ anticipati.on of :itlcH.- • 
1:ional oncmy f()rcos comir ..~ to their ni.d. Tl--.crc J:nvc 
boon i·c~1joi-ts o! lr.1·cc t~1·0~~,s o! enemy t1·oopr.;--probn bly 
rotnf.,-,1•c.i.n!; 010:nonts--cm the O\ttskirts or 1·.own, hut 
nl lied hloclti na ,i~anc\\vcrs h~vc o!i'ccti vol)' kc1,t thc;n 
~rum.join:i.11~ ttl) wit:l·. the: on.omy witl1,.n 1.-!w c.i1:l'• 

5. • Quanr; Tir\ Pi·oviJ.1.cc~: A S01..tth Viot.nn:i!C~o !io::!.cl 
poBi tiOl\ audnJHrnr6y--1•ci\:~foC:! nrcn SO!l,0 ).0 Miles no:::-til o:t: 
'J~~l\\ !Cyw9-rc ati:nc:kecl yes t,;or<!ny. 'l'h.c enemy pcnu ta·~ tcd 
thr.! ,:o.Cug·a(J c~i:tl) nn.d c.lcst:.·oyoc 71 builclin{~S ,vi'Lh 
gron~dos nn,1 oxp1m~ivo ch~'t"(:<:}S. "L'wcnty-fi \'C civtlinn.s 
nnd one solt1icl.· wc1·c killed and anr.>t~bct" 1.9 Ci\lil.:i ai:s 

• woundoc:1 clm .. •inn; thll acticn, . 

.. .. 
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• 
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G. N .. ., :rurth~r dct~i;..s r.1 .. 0 o.vniJ.nhl(! on thu 
l:.u.·r~c-gc~:-1.lc ,~ction l·o:)tl;:tc~a cmrlicr betwc.:-:;1 llS 
l,!~iri:!a i."\l\d r..-i:.C!ny1mi ts scvo1.·a l mile:~ SC">~tth o~ Da 
l,~n;~; however, ?.11 ndditio:1.al subcr'11.:,J.tu ot· 1:hc. 
Nort:h Vic=t>~r~,::~sc. D.i.visi,1:·. ha~ .1oi1,c.~,1 the bu.tl.cl-

Ccm1;m:1:.$l: units 111 the cc>ast:rtl l~lr~tJ.nnls 1:,(!­

Hc~ !:.n. nncl n~l v~ 

• • _'·-i •. ··: 'l'his limssi.n~ of. CHl\!:!;iy rnc1in fm.'cu elemcmts 
in th,.~. ··iu:1,orta.nt arcn nlon:~ the co:~st:, togcthc~r w:J.1:h 
tho 1•ci>o1."'to,: pc,si",i011ing of a ror,:imc.~nt:a 1-sizu t!ncm:1 
f(?rcc neai.' tho st1--atci~:ic Uni Van. 1~a$s j\tst north of 
Da Nang, S\lf.;r,cst: r, Connmnis"'~ eiio1·t may bo unc1cr­
way 1:o cut of.f Dn Na!\•·,. _This ccmlei. lcae. to, oi.· ho 

•co.nn~c·tod w:..th, furth~r ~ ttac:,s 1 i n.cluclir~i;. rcclr;c~: 
P.ad nrtillc:.:·y, on tho koy US airbas~ as well ~s tho 
ci t,lr i ti;ul:t. 

6. There h:-,s boon 1i tt:lo sig1,if.ica rrt cmc!n\y 
acti.vity !:1 c~ntrnl South. Viotnam thus f ..u: on 4 Fcb­
l'lUU'y. Th~ sit\latic1!\ in the coast~l city ol~ Ph,Hi 
Thiet, cnpi1;il.l of B!.l\h TIH.H\tt P1..ovin,:a 1 h:-ts it~pro,.'Cd 
fUHl nll 1r.a.jol· l)bpul.a tio.:.1 cel~ters nre nov., undor fl•icmdls 
cont1"ol. 

0. l?h,tn '.L'h:i.ot: On the mo1•nin~ of. ~ Fc1>rur,::y 
spol'a<l.tc· firinJ~-~ continuing· nl"oi,!H.1 tho o~ttsl~:.1.·ts 
o! t·.c•wn followin~ the s~,c~~;:;shtl allied drivo to 
ro1-,ol three Co::unnz1in":;s ~att.,.l.ions which attacl{<~d 
<.!ut11inr, the nin•ht. .'t m.•iso~,or stat.ed 1..h:\1, one of t:!HJ 

, oi4cH.~Y \tl\its iuvolvcc! in the fir;:.11;in~--t.hn s,10th 
Viot Con(~ r,~:~ l.ion--is w! th,h"'nwil~t: t~., n sncrot -h~H:mtt:\ 
camp 

0 

S\Ol'Lhe~st <.>f.the city. Eu:ly on 4 ·Ji'nhrutlry a 
cm~pa11y-sizc,: Viet Cont~ fo~'"'co nttac~,c~c1 :\ ~;:,,~ll ,,il.lar.;e 
,1ust: north oi J?ilan 'l'i1ict, poss1.bly ns n divr.n•sionni.·y 
1;nctic 1.o t~()VOl.' the 1.·ot1·cat. of tho other uni tn. 
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ll, l<ont\m; Lit;l'.t .enc.:!l\Y :~ortr_,1.• an.cl s:nall nr:nf; 
,It • ' • -..:-,,,:- ......... _ • • • , • .. • " 1
.ire wa~ s·, . .t.i!. •C;o:~~~:-~~in at: t;<.wcrn._ 1~0:.n~fi 11, ~.H: 
city ~,t ;·.oon en ~ !?obru~u.·y. Spor:1.dic s11i1>i nr: has nlso 
.co~1t:!.1~und du1•:in~ both nf[thtt;.mo f\a!d c.!~.ytim~ Ja")urs • 

. ft. l.~!'C?bi \·,3 "t. t ..1r.,1lt n:~~ins.t t:he airf ic:lcl w:is miitlc cl.m~lnr; 
th~ n i.1:h·~, but wa::; FiWiftly bCi\ tc ,"l h:tcl". 

12. • n~lr,,t: Onll' sporndic s:\ilj~r fir<~ hns he.cm 
_1•e:~01•tcd ii11ET:-\t t'.f.i St>uth Viot1·u~me~c 1 .. ,,i1\!orcoi~iCH1ts 
co:~"ti1rno to ,nc.:vo i1~to the ci.ty. 

Sn·· ~,._r n , •• , I I... C'o''\"":... . !...!..:.:~i..:=-.!~::!:.._· J.;. .. _' ~ _,.":>.. • .. ___ 

13. No lllajo:. .. fif~h·t;ing occm.•;..'ecl :i.n Sui~O!~ c!m:in:~ 
tho nii~~·rt: or onrl v on S\laclay. Else·\"·'1c1·e 1~hc1·c were~ 
scvcl"'i?.1 ~ssnul ts ~>n tho US base i"aci:·iitics n:ul dist:1:ic1; • 
towns ch:~•.i.nS tho n:i.eh1:, 

14. S:ii1:()n: Scvcr:il sho.r1, cl3slH!S t~c;1, l')l:,cc 
hatwr:cn haiiaso:t Viot Con1~ nnu South Vj.eta:::u.!~Sc ;,olicu 
f1;1<l Rnat~<Jrf;. ln Rt: loast two iJ!S ta:~ccs, •~c,vc~rr'l:ann.t 
forcc~3 h~c1 1')ln tu,,a sizo enemy !'o!.·cc::; ~u!.·roundcd h"i 
Sr;.:tr;oa fmi..ldinis t\ncl were lil•cr,:-.1."'in~· to n ttack. :l nd. 
elmn· thcnn out:. I,, ono <!4'D<.: r, gro\.t!> of ter:.-orist:~; 
,,10,~"'0 l'OI>,>l'tc,<1 ~s hnvir:g t.nlu:m ~--~i\1~n ill n school 
i,onso. Th()y n t"n i\l.'11\o<l with ::\\tto~,a tic won 1')on~ an c1 
t;ronnclo l.,\1u"ichc1·s anc\ h:\d t\ machirio [;Un on the >·oof 
of tho school. 

~ ~1:lcl-_t_:).?.: Cnptul·od docu::ic,!t 
-in.dlc~to that tho ti1:h Viot 

which :\t:rmally or,~,.·ntaa in 1;ol't!4wcst 
• 1::10 Ca?r.bocl1 a >4t hoi·dcr--~:~:,, l">o mov ia,r; closer 1~<)S~ icon.. 

• lG. Ono do~~M~it , -boolt cai,tu~od sc,voi·~l............ 
,-clnys n,:o Abcrnt 30:":, • •. west o! Sni~·o11--m:tli 1,e.s 

n "1--.~w ;,dssiot'.." -:ro1.· the 9th J)ivisim1. Accordinf~ t<> 
the notes 1 hi:~hc!r hondqunrtcn';:; rQc.cntly ordO!'C!d tlw 

Con~~ 
Ii! Coi·.1:,s~J <.>n:; 
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0;:h. -::o \U'Hlc..,rt.nlm n "lo:1~~ i~~i·ch" which Vo'\.1ld ho 1~h.c 
(il'"Ca tC:!S t n~a::.·ch in tho his -t:or:, or "~i1e:W:\ ~- i~G"~ ns t; ...... 

j 

tho Amo~ic~ns. • at lcnst 
<~lornontr; of tI~o c ivif,ion wc1·,~ 
't<:J.•l· l tory on 21 .rnsmn.ry, mo·;o thro~l:.!h Tay N:i.;~h Prov-

. i.l'lCC, r.n<! n1·1•i vc: in. Cn C~1i Dis".;::ict nol'thw<.~s t oi 
S:tip:O!l on 30 J~1,u:n•y. Th~ divisi<>ll wr,s to opt.n:ntc 
ia an. ~>~c::\. wh~!·o th~ t:~l·J:'1ia fe::.tlit"<:s WlffO c;.:trc:noly 

·co!nplicr,tecl, 1H\ m7oa 11t'v~: .. oxi·H,riol:c~,1 j_n. 1.ho l):'l~:!:. 
D\.!1•i~1~ .:~~~e :1:,,rch cvc1·y o:f .Ol't woul.c1 be· made -t~o m~iintain 
T.lall'Ch schech~l.e, soc,il'i ty, nnd ricis.~ disci1jli:\c. 

. 

tho gt:h Di vi~;ion s 
..:,.1ii·c. r~,1i.mettt, tho 273x·<1, ,vas C:or,loyocl j\lst ·to 1:ho 
n.cr~.·th of ._i.h~ capi.tnl in southci·n ni:,.h Duoi,r;. Z:,rovincc 
fl.Hl ·'j~hu nuc ·.Dititr:Lct·, G.i," Dinh !>.t·c,vi!1cu. Thu l:lttol· 
c1ist:.·ict ho~clquartcrs is l.ocatc:cl only !ivu Jd.lcs 
northwos ·t of Sa ir;ort. 

1.8. A So .. ith Victn!\mos~ M:.n· .:.no base in Tint Due 
c!ist:.".:tct came \UH.lor a sh:1rp 1 but u:1succcss!nl, unt::my 
Rttr.~l< on. :{ F'cb1·mu.·y1 possibly tl:, t'\ bnttnlio:~ of 'tho 
27:,r<t Viet C\)Ut; Rc1~imc~1t. D1u·inJ thu 1,:.1.st row d:-<v,-; 
nl l of tl1<?; US bnsos loc:a tee! in aa :i1•e:i ,~roi.u1'1 Srt i~on 
f1.·(>::inm:thwcst to nort:hc:\st--Cu Chi 1 Don Cnt, j.1ni 
Kt10; r,nd n:i.cn Jio~---!:nvc bc~n shcll<)d rcpcn tec!ly, in 
ni:\ny c:-\·sos wit.h hoavy J.2:~-::li:l. -1·coltc)ts w;dch nru ht'!l<t 
cmly hl:- ut~in i:L,1.·co \Hlits. 'l'i1e 274th nm.1 275th 
ncr;ii;~cn.1:s of tho 5·th \rict Co~\~ Division. worc.t l du11ti-
1:iccl is\ the r.:{;tt\cks on Di<Hl Ho~., noi.·thou~t c.>:fS:tit;<.)l\. 
No-.;• thore is fn.i.l·ly g<.)Otl evit:cmcc tha ".: tJ.~e 9th 
DiviE:>i~~n i,:; B.J>J)ll1 ing i,rossui·e i"ro::t thtJ 11.o:.·thwc1.,t:. 
Tl1e; ~02.1r.n:nl c'-'~~:1-:mni.stst.i·a tc-gj' n~::y hnve bcon j·:n, .. 
1:hc~u f.m ... C(;tS to follow-u1, n~itl 1.•cin.it.n·cc.~ u~~ j ni:ttnl 
nttn<!k~· it\ 'tho Sai~on nrc:\ whit;h aro !>c-rl.iov~a fa) 

br-..vc hncn. conclnctc:<l by Viet· Co;1~ lc,cal io!·cc.:, 1'm! 
s.:,~ci.al str ..i:uls. Failin:-t t.h:i.s tha O"~il ancl 5t!-: l>ivi~ 
f.ion!=; :na}' ho;.>o to S}?rcacl o~t US ro:.·ccs a1,cl t.:f.ci °\.l!(~Jt\ 
<lorm on tho o\1.t.s~ti1:ts of "the c~:,.>ital. 
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• Other III Corps:...,......,_..,_,.......~_._._ ____,__,_, 

20. In otho,' i\Ctil,n in the III C<.n.•1,s a1·un, n 
•us baso ca;:ip :-~ncl cl:lstl"ict tOW!l 1.:\ .B:.nti J.,onp; Prt)\"J.ncu 

came t~1,d<H' nttac:-: ln.st ni~:ht. 'l.'hc1·c wa~ no J."Cli0l"f. 
·Of cnsn.~ltius, lmt the us b:\~C ,.,,·ns hi.t hy hC-!:)V)' l22-1~4iJl. 
•l'vckc"t f 1.ro. 'l'iwre h:u; at; y~t beo11 no n t t:nck oa An 
Lr-,c, tho cr.1,i tal of: Bi nh Lor.rt, b1..,t 1·c1,01~ts 'tod:i:-1 incJi­
ca tc th:d~ the Viet C<rn~ h:.wo t:r,],en ov~~.- cc>n1:rol o:r 
J!l.OSt of the hn1l\lct~; in 'the }i:."ovin.ce and can 1novn a.1" 
will. 'J:hoy lw~\i~ r\lso. F;Ct \\p roadt>locks on t.hc :·outer. 
loadin.~ into 1\n Lo,~. /\ 1m1:w•,:,h:it: simi.J.m• cond.i.tion 
C>:ists in ~':\y Ninh !>!."C.WilH!O ~•,h{~re ncvolnt.j.nam~~' n~vul.op­
lllCllt Te!lms hnvc hac! t<.l ,•d. thc:::·aw from t:ho:i.1· hamlet£, 
to their rC!Spoc•,;iv~ aistrict towns• 

2l. An ~ttnck ,v:\s l"Ol~l)1·tc:cl lnst night on 'l~:"m 
Uycm cH.f~tri.c~; town in Dien m.":a P1.·ovi11co. /ut 11n!mow;1 
sizo V:\.ct Con~ forco h1·cnc;wc.1 "..,he ton'~, 1n·'-">tm~th•c· 
wlro bn.rt•ior, OW.;l.'l.':ll\ r,cvc;•nl scction!=i <>f lhc town 
nncl r-,t ln~t 1·eptwl: w:ts nclv~r;c!~.~1g. on the cH1;t.•j_c~t. 
hoadqut\l.'t,:i:s. Ti1cro wa~ no wc:.-d on cn.~mnl.ti.cs. US 
Army -~mccr,s in. I!n\\ Nl?;hia nm~ Binh Duon~ f'rovinc~s 
ropcrto~ sporadic contact with enemy troops yc~tcr­
ciny n:t1:orr.mH,. 

22. X\\t\11 !.,nc I tho ca:,itn l of Long l{h:ll\h !>rov­
l.!\CO north.c•nst of Saigo1,, ,•,~s ciui.et: at la.st l"<)l:'ort. 
yostei-clay CVt!llin" but tho t<..,wn wns t.enso. Some;? • 

. • Vi~t C('>11c aro still believed to be in tho tow a t\n.d 
allier\ nutho!.·itios nntic:i.pa-:i:¼d iurther attr,cks on 
~llei1· ccnnpr~1rnds dui·inr; the 1~i1;ht. 

23. The intention o:r tho enemy to continue hjs 
1,rcssnro on urban nro~·u~ is coti.titrninc~ 1:c, bo horno 
out. ~ a•~ner . nnc.t now, by e.'lpt:;.a•,lcl 

o~ontf... Ono such <locur::ct.t. C:i!Jttirotl at ~m ':an 
Son ~hut Airbase- 1>01~iiaot.cr st.a ~:os th:'. t itl 01·clci: to 

• bo victc>rion:;, the VC 1uust c,:pand nt:tac:dug tol~CC$ 
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end i:u,n•ri!.ia ,,1~,r to th<.i ci tics, irnd iucJ ..,~.urn r...t­
taclt~; cut l inc$ of cc>~1rn;m1ic,;ti~}lS .so :lf; to. j s;olil t:o 
tbc u1.'b,u1 n:'cr"'s. 

2,1. All· of tho ln:l ..i Ol." llr<.iVin.cin l C~!>i t:c.lf.i i" 
tho dc~l t:a n:.·o ia £1...icnclly hat.!dS, al.thouc;h on tho 
porip;101'y of S'=!vcr;;l ci tic:;, sporacli<.: cc>11t.nct wi t.h 
Vio~: Co112; fo:."ccs is still rc!pc.n.·L~d. D\.n•i1-.l?; the ni1,;ht 
of ~-1 Fobrn.,..7'."Y, the Co,~imut1i~t;s launched smu l.1 unit 
~tt.ncks on ·,ust.r~c:t tO\'/l'U:,, O\ltposts, and ,\lH.Nl field 

_positions.
" ' 

25, Sr\ Dnc: Barl1r thi.s mor11ir:1:, na rnHlctcrm1ucc.l 
size Viet tro::i..r ..rorce at.tnckotl s~ Dec c1ty nnd :t ncui.·t:,y 
cli.s l:1:ict town: i'ho J,:f\CV ccm.pomul was pc!act,.-n Locl tw­
fO!."O th.r) a ttnckcri, wct"c dr i vca llaclt nr lei- r, -t:wl">-h,">,n.· 
fir;ht. ThiE:-. n ttf-\Ck follt1\ 1:acl mic la t.o 0;1 :~ l~ci;r\H,r;, 
,vh:i ch w:is cliroctocl ai•ninst the Chi.cn.1 Hoi <!<mt.er :u.:d 
the p!·cNinc:i«l ha~c;quai·t.ei's buildin~. At lar:;t. -,·c1'lcrt, 
~lemon.ts of th.o cnoiny force wc~·o still iii tho cit~,. 

26 • Cao !..inh: Th:i.s ca1,i tnl cl iy uf J(i en J.>l:o~if~ 
Prov.Lace wfis a{:(:acl.;0,1 todny by ~n osthH;\ t<.:cl tw,; Viot 
C'.onitcompani.os. ·Th.a onm1:y withd1·ew nf.tc:· ono houi· 
of fiL~htit1r,; H(> cn~m\l.i:ics ,ve:.·o rcp,)j.''\.cd. 

: 27. Other 'Del tH. l.ctio:1s: In. Dinh Tuc,a,{ I>i.·ov-
inc,J I i:iv0 cE9£Te:~:ont •• So"it1"t Victnt4?n0St! ontposts. W(U'(J 

st>:ut~lt with !'tH.:oillm:m ri-J: lo b,u·l·t-tr:c~ ln tc: on ~' 
Fobrua:·)•. !n !)}lon:: Dinh P.1:ovincc, the Th.\1'111 Nhon 
J)ifn:1 ..i.~t town nucl tho nii1:l. Th\ty nirfi <!ld wore! hi 1; 
by Viet Co:,g mo1·tn1'>:ion. Twol "Je ilit·cr;:ait wc,ro daz:1:l!;c~cl 

. nt Rin.h Thuy. In Vinh Lonft P.:-ovincu., the provii~.cinl 
cnpital of Vinh Lon~, its airficltl, and n ncn~by district 
town ,11c,1'c? all nttfH:k,,ct wit.h lun·assin~ r1!(J1♦-t;nr Emel sm:\l.l. 
a1.·1.1si'i,:o. Ben 'l'1.•c and the 11.0,\1.•by clist.rict 1.own oi 
Mo Cuy, :in Kiu;> I!o~i wore hit l>y li1:I~t uortn.r tlttnc!ts 
c1m.•in1~ t.ho niLtht. Othc~" sea ttcrc.:<i district towns 
,Yoro nlHc; li ,~h.tll' mo1.·t~l•c::.l on :1-'1 li'cbru:a·y ns tho 
Vic:t C!ong co,,t:lnucc.1 to snniat:tlin 1,1·c~i,f-ntl'O on. l">t)pi1J.il•t:ctl 
~1-~'1s th1·ou~hou\ tho tlt>l ta 1.>rovit'.cos. 

:. 
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CEN'l'HAL IN'J.1ELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Dir~ctorntc of Iutollig~ncc 

. • 4 Fobruai-y 10~~) . 

. f?:(-~u 
IN'l'Et,LIGENCE }JID,fORJ\NDIJrJ 1 

.·...:, 
I, •.•·,• -·. ......... I Cot.·ps • . . . .. 

1. With tho oxcoption of Jlue, whe1·e hcnvy 
fir;hting contin\\cs • tho s:t.tun tiou in tho tu.n:thorn 

• Jll'c.,vincos 1·e1n:tins concrally quiot--1larti.culnrl.y in 
the recently trouhlcd a\·e:.s of Quanr; Tri Cit:y, Da ., Nani;, Hoi An, 'ram Ky, ancl Quang Ngnl . 

2, Hue: Tho situation. in U\\e rcmnins 1.c.msc, 
as n llied-1~action i!orcos c<>ntinue to p1·0Bs Rtr nnd 
graund aaaaul t!:. ngainr;t nn cst:j.matect t:h1·co Viut. Cc,ng 
cumpanics cntrcnchc!cl within tho walled cit.ndol nrca 

. of tho nncient imperial enpi tal. US M:u•incs ni.·o 
nlso onr,«1~ed in houso-to-houso fightj_ng nlong thu 
b:lnks o:r the J:lorf\~1110 nivor, lluc's principal wnturway. 
Tho ci tnclc,l n i1·titri1) nppt\l'en tly 1·e11mlus in AnVN lHH\dS, 
but i,; not opo\"n tio1Htl. Two US Mni-ina convoys on 
1•out.o to Iluo f>•o,n Phu na1 hnvc ancounterod hc:lvy cnomy 
F.mt.1,01"fi1~0 Along no\lto 1, thus clolnying thci.r com­
r.titmcnt Rs 1•uinfoi-ccmont':-, to tbo provincinl cnr,1 tnl 
clef cmJCf.-i • 

... !!_ __ Col;J!~ 

3. 'l'ho Jn~,in Connnunie;t thrust in II Corps con­
tinues to be clii-cctod R1;ain~1t Ko11tum, Plciku, nnd 
Bnr\ Me 'rhuot in tho ,v\1~.torn hit;hlands and nc;ainst 
Daln l' and Tuy Jlo:l. in the r..o~u;tnl. 1n-ovinces, al thc,u,;h 
no major now f 1i~htinc; h:rn bee a\ 1·01,01.•t.ed since onr 

. lnHt sltuntion 1·eport. EneJ11ystill nre bci.n~ ro­. ' port:od in the vicia\i. ty o:r thoso cl tlos. Phan Thi et,.. .. which wns 1>reviouuly undor nttnck by ttu.-ec Viet Cc.>1\g 
• battalions, hns boeJ\ clmu.·ed of' enemy t"orcos . 
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Tho Sa iJJ~}1_f'-10::.!. 

4. Althoui;h tho sccurit)' situntion in so1nc 
ar~ns of the cnpltal city hns f,;tabilizocl, there con­
tinue to be munci·ous 1·01:,orts o! s1,1~,11-sca le Viot 
Cong ac ti vi ty. ~ The H.\-tionn 1 Police hendc1utwtc?rs • 

, cumpounct care tu\<lor hen.vi • 
.. G ! • • ch, 4 ll~ mr 

5. South Vietnamese force:-:. npparontly have 
plnnnec.l l\ mn.jol· opcr~\tion to l>o,;ln on tho ,norning 
of 5 Febrmu'y to cle:tr Viet Cour, 1·c11rnant:ti !rom Saico11. 
Tho n1ul ti-ba ttnlion awecp is tc, incl\ldc n thoroui;h 
housc-tu-ho\\so vcm1'ch L\ntl ,vill b~ controll~<l by 
senior officorr; of the ,Joint: Gt~l\t!l'tl l Sta fi, tho 
Nation.al l'olice nnd tl-w ARYN III Corps head(1u,trtcrs. 
Postiibly ns many· iU, lG battalion~ or Viotnnincse 
1nf\1•J nos, ra llltGrf.1, parn troopers, t\l"n\)' f Ol'c~cs ttnt\ 
police nrc coi,uni ttctl. 

G. Tbc1"e i.s no conf1rmntiun o! 1;hc incl.lcntions, 
noto<l in the 8:30 h.n. Si"la·ep, tlm1: tho l'C 0th Divi.­
sion may have ,novocl clc1so1." to Snit::crn. US ,nil.i.tnry 
of !ic}i1\ls in Sn ir:on, howovc1·, ropo.t•t they htt\'C somct 
eviclc11co !1·on1 pL•isoneri, thnt at least c,.cmonts of the 
3 :rc1timcnl1.i .o:r .th~ 9th wol'O involved in 1:lrn in:i tinl 
assaHlt 011 tho city. 

• Other I I I C(')r ps ________.......,....,_,.,__,...._..__.._..._ 

7. Tho t!lcvcm · provinces o.r III Corps Jlavo 2·0-
portc,;t no sicnif icnL,t <~hnnc·es in tho alli c<l or enemy 

.situatlnn fiincc 1800 Jiou1·s ~ Fclu·uary S~igon timo. 

!!__ Cor1,s 

. 8. t-\ultibnttnlion Viet Con1~ troop cc.1nccnt1·n­
tions nrr:: continuln~ to apply havuy 1'1"C'SSUJ~c., n1;nimJt 
fri01\Clly nrcat~ in aaul :\l"ounrl the 1>rovincinl cn1>1 t:;\l s 
of •rr:i Vinh, Dnc J.,iou, Vinh Lc,n" C.l ty, nnd Cao J..anh. 
Tho c\i.strict ca1>i tnl of Due 'l'hnnh, in Sa 0cc l>rovi.ncc, 
iB nlRo t'cJ>ortml to he uncto1.· heavy euo1ny mo1·tar nnd 
crounc.t nttnclt. On the positive ,.adc, how<.wo1·, allied 
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fc,r<.~mJ hn.va ccnornlly cleared 1najol' cnumy clmncnts 
out of tho in11m1·tnnt clcl ta c:i tion of Cnu Tho, l!y 
Tl10, and Den Tra. 

Kho S~nh __,___ ..~_.._-

o. A late 1·01>02."'t indicntcs that fichtin{; bns 
brolmn c>ut in the Kho Sanh R>."'ca. At 4 :20 A .M. on 
the 1norninc: of 5 li'cbrunry (Vietnnm time) Jlil.J. 8Gl, 
one of the maln clefcmso 1,oin ts !01· J{hu Snnh J;tJJnO 
4 1/2 l~illlmoters tl"> tho noi-thwof.;l:, 1•c1ccivecl n groum1 
nttack hy an \mJmown size enemy !01·cc. Contact is 
en i.d to ~,o coutinuins. 

10. l(l\C S:\nh hnse hns also 1·ucci vt·Hl nu unlmown 
numucr or 1·ockot rounds. 

Throat to Cnptivo Amuricnns 
...... --·--------·--···-- ..··-.- ...----

11. Tho Communi.f; t 's Liberatiun llaclio on the 
JUOrnim: 01: .5 Foh1"ut11·y V.iotnnm time cnr.1·iu<l a st:n to­
men t denouncing =in nllcgccl nllic,d pl.nu to try n 

• llumhcr of Coll\m\\n'lst soldiers c:t\1>turc~d in 1:hc i-cco,,t 
f:i.1:htinc" It W:lrncd th:\ t if thoy 'WVJ.'~ Jti.llc<l, the 
ConmL\u1ir;t Na tlon3 l 1,.l born t:ic.111F1·cmt "will t.Rkc 
1•ott\l.intol"y net ion nr,n.tnst detained Amcricnm-;. u 
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~ANITIZEp q ~/ 
SC No. 07433/68 / 

CENTRALINTELLIGENCEAGENCY 
Directorate or Intelligence 

5 Feb1•uary 1968_ 

.INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

The Situation in South Vietnam No. 15 
(As ot 1:06 A.M. EST) 

• 1. Allied fo1·ces appear to have regained the 
initiative in many of South Vietnam's urban areas. 
Most of the major provincial capitals were reported
relatively quiet throu~hout the night or 4-5 teb­
ruary and into the morning. Bitter fighting still 
continues in Hue, however, as well as in isolated 
sections of Saigon and in several large cities 
and district towns. '!'he Communists also bit at 
Khe Sa11h after a long period o! ·1•ela ti ve quiet. 

2. There have been no significant political 
developments since those reported in the 5 Feb­
ruary Contral Intelligonc~ Bulletin. 

Khe Sanh 

3. Early on 5 February, US Marines drove back 
some 200 to 300 North Vietnamese regulars during an 
ass~ult on tha defensive position atop strategic
Hill 861. The attack was staged in conjunction 
with a four-hour artille1·y, rocket, and mortar 
barrage on the main. base camp of Kha Sa nh. 

• 4. Con1munist losses totaled 100 l<illed in 
contrast to American casualties of seven killed 
and 44 wounded. No major dauiage to the base was 
reported and the airstrip remains opon. 
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I Cor~ 

5. Bitter, door-to-door :fighting was l'"epo1·tod
continuing.in Hue as US and South Vietnamese soldiers 
exert increasing pressuro on pockets of enemy re­
sistence in several soctors-o! the city. Progress 
is slow, with determined Communist elements clinging 
to isolated strongpoints in the citadel and on the south 
bank of the Per.rume Rivor. 

6. Uoavy fighting erupted in the marltet placo 
of Trieu.Phong, a district capital just to the north 
of Quang Tri city, at mid-morning today. Additionally 
tour, possibly eight, Communist battalions are re-

_ported moving toward Quang Tri city from the south­
west, and it is possible that a new attack 1.s upco1ning 
in this area, although there is no other confirma-
tion of the report. 

7 • Other reports state the Commu11ists a re 
planning to strike tho provincial capitals of Tam Ky 
and Quang Ngai city and scve1•al district towns some­
time before 10 January. Although such reports of 
imminent enemy action n\ay -be part of a Communist scare 
campaign, the enemy·atill retains the potontinl to 
mount at leas~ ·11mit"ed attacks, supported by mortar 
and rocket• forays t~u·ougbout I Co1~ps. . 

·8. There are no developments on the massing 
ot North Vietnamese forces, including the entire 2nd 

.. Division• in the Da Nang area reported in our Si traps 
of 3 and 4 February. 

II Corps• 

9. During the night of 4-5 F~bruary and up to 
mid-morning today, there was relatively little enemy
offensivo activity throughout the central part of 
Suuth Vietnam, Allied forces continue to flush out 
areas where small elements are holed up in several 
cities such as Tuy Hoa, Ban Me Thuot, and Dalat. 
In Koutum and Pleiku, the situation was reported
!'v~ry quiGt." Sporadic, light mortar attacks were 
dirocted at a few cities last night but damage and 
casualties wore reported light. 
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. 10. Communist.military forces in the wostorn 
highlands, under.the direction of the B-3 Front, 
continue to poso a substantial threat to key cities 
and mnjor nllied outposts there. Three regiments 
of the North Vietnamese 1st Division have been -

relocating to the Dnk To area in 
central Kont:um Province. This maneuver was further 
confirmed by two prisoners purportedly !rom the 
North Vietnamese 32nd Regiment which, accl">rding to 
the captives, is about to launch a three-pronged
attack on Dnk To, together with the 66th and 174th 
regJ.rnents. A rocket and mo1 ..tnr attack there 011 3 
February was reported earlier. Othel" Communist main 
force units remain active in tho vicinity of Kontum 
and Pleiku cities. and another major round of fight­
ing could develop there. 

III Corps 

11, No new attacks were reported in tho III 
Corps area last night or ea1..ly this morning. 

Saigon 

The heaviest 
fighting last night was in Cholon, the Chinese 
quarter in the southwest corner of tho cipital, but 
firing incidents have boon reported in nearly every 
section. 

13~ US intelligence sources in Saigon feel that 
a relatively small number of Viet Cong are responsibla 
for the most recent terrorist activities. At noon on 
5 February (local Vietnam timo) US officials esti­
mated that less than 100 Viet Cong "action agontst• 
remained in tha city with probably three-four bat­
talions-on the boundaries ot the western precincts . 

. 14-, Strong e11emy \\\ain forces, ill addition, still 
appear to bo deployed within striking range of the 
capital. There is further evidence that the Viet 
Cong 9th Division has moved t:owards Saigon from 
northwest III Co1.~ps, a movement which was reported 
earlier based on captu~ed documents 
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The US Command disclosed last night that 
pri.soners from all three regi1nents oi the 9th Divi­
sion. have been captured in 1"eco11t days in. the gene1·a1 
area north nnd west ·of Saigon. 

15. Informa ti.on has coino in from a numbe1.--of 
• pr isot101· interrogations which tends to support· the 

theory that, in general, the Communists may have be­
lieved that the people of Saigon and other urban -
areas were ''ripe for 1·ovoluti.on. '' Low level cadre, 
for example, nppnrently were not provided with with­
drawal plnns since their superiors told them there 
could be no question but that a "general uprising"
would be sparked, 

16. Nevertheless, the Communist high command 
wns prudent enough not to cooonit all of their reserves 
to the first assault:. Thus, it is possible that the 
viewpoints expressed by the 1,risoners mainly repre­
sent exhortative propaganda pumped into them by the 
hardcore cad1"0, a11d are not. true representations oi 
the real Communist estimates and it1to11tions. 

IV Corps 

17. US forces remained in contact with an esti­
mnted 100 Viet Cong within the provincial capital of 
Vinh Long early this morning. Fighting also continued 
within or 011 the outski.rts of a number of otb.er Pl"OV­
incial capita ls and di.~trict towns in the delta. 

18. At Go Cong a small Viet Cong forco released 
over 100 prisoners from the provincial jail; Tra 
Vinh continues to be surrounded by some 2,000 of 

_the enemy. 
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SC No. 074-34/68 

CENTRALINTELLIGENCEAGENCY 
Directorate of Intelligenc~

5 February 1968 

INTELLIGENCEMEMORANDUM 

The Situation in South Vietnam No. lS 
(As of l2:3b P.M. ESTl 

Tho Viet Cong appear to be maintaining strong 
pressut'o against govern1nc11t socuri ty ins ta lla tions 
in the Saigon area, notwithstanding the initiation 
of a massivo allied clearing operation throughout
the entire city. There have boon no further indica­
tions of an imminent large-scnle Comnu1nist offensive 
against the capita·1. 

Heavy fighting continues for the sixth consecu­
tive day in Hue, while to the north, US forces have 
reportod three maJo, contacts with battalion-
size Communist forces near Quang Tri City. El~ewher~ 
tn I Cotps, tho military situation remains relatively
quiescent. No further significant North Vietnamese 
initiatives have been reported 
base at Khe Sanh • 

. In central Vietnam, allied 
stabilized the security situation 
provincial capitals or Kontum, 
Thuot, although the 
Dal~t are continuing 
p1~essuN~. 

Whtle the eleven 
genoraliy quiet, Viet 
tinue to pose a major 
PPP\lla1a·t1011 canters 
tions. • 

cities of 
to experience significant enemy 

provinces of III Corps remain 
Cong forces in the delta con­
threat to~ number oi important 

and govc1·n:nent milita1•y installa-

'"' NI ◄D 
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The Saigon Aroa 

1 •.. ~here are unconfirmed press reports that 
an estimated 400 Cmrununist attnckors early today 

.ovetran a police substation in Saigon aud drove 
police out of a nearby precinct headquarters which 
they had set ablnza. rhe Saigon_polic~ reportedly 
abandoned thei1• 8th Precinct Headquarters in the 
southern (Cholon) sector of the capital and with­
drew northwnrd toward the center of ·the city.. . . 

2. Official reporting from the field has con­
firmed additional sronll-scnle Viet Cong harassing
attacks attainst Saigon municipal police units and 
installations in the central residential area's 3rd 
Precinct ahd in the 6th and 7th Precincts in Cholon... . . 

3. • Viet Cong ~lements thus !ar contacted in 
the Sni~on nttacks have be6n described as wearing a 
•ariety or outfits. ranging from Buddhist robes and 
clv.111an attil'e to ARVN, Regional Force, Chieu Hoi, 
and ju~~lo·green uniforms. 

4., Meanwhile, an 18-battalion ARVNtask force, 
support~d by Nationnl Police units, has begun a 
massivi house-to-houso search of tho entire ~apitnl 
city. US troops have been deployed around the . 
perimete~ o~:saigon to screen the ARVN securitj 
sweep ~i~~in the city prop~r. 

5, There was reported to be an abundant supply
of ricci and bread i~ the shops o! Saigon and Cholon 
as of 4 February. Some merchants, however, are ap­
parently.not selling their rice, probably in t~e 
expectation that prices will continue to soar~ It 
1s estimated that tbe Saigon populace can endure to 
the 9th ~r 11th of February without an inflow of 
food. 

I Corps 

6. Action here continues to be centered in the 
northern provinces. US forces reported three major 
contacts--ench with an eiiemy battalion--near Quang 
T1.•i on 5 Feb1·ua1·y. It appears tho C<.1nununists we1•e 
routed. in two of the contacts, 11o_rth ond oast or the 
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city. No results nre available on the third. US 
observers report n1orale in Quang Tri is poor. Prom­
inent Vietnamese o:C!icials, including the province
~hier, are apparently moving their families out of 

. the city, 

7. Elsewhere, thel'e have· been 1,0 major changes
reported since the 7:00 A.M. Sitrep. Unconfirmod 
p1•ess reports indicate US llari ne l)rogress in Hue on 
5 February oonti1rnod to be slow in bitter stree.t 
fighting against determined Communist forces. 

II Co1"ps 

8. In the western highlnnds, allied reaction 
forces continue to press sweeping operations against 
enemy concentrations near the provincial capitals 
of Ko1itum, Ploiku and Dan Mo Thuot. No major de­
velopments have been reported since the 7:00 A.M. 
Sitrep. Along the coast, Tuy Hoa was again attacked 
by about a battalion o:r Viet Cong d\U'ing the day

·of 5 February according to press reports. The. 
mountnin resort city of Dalat is also said to be 
under renewed enemy pressure. 

III Corps 

9. American observers in th~ aren report no 
new outbreaks of Communist activity as of the early
evening of 5 February. Enemy forces still pose a 
threat to some provincial capitals including A11 Loe 
nnd Phu Cuong. 

IV Corf!! 

10. • The Viet Cong offensive seems to have 
abated somewhat during 5 February in the Delta prov­
inces, However, substantial Communist forces remain 
in tho immediate vicinity of soma administrative and 
population centers and US observers on the scene ex­
pect renewed attacks at My Tho, Tra Vinh and Rach 
Gia.· Last night, an onomy battalion attacJ,od Go Cong 
and VC gunners shelled installations 11ear Can Tho. 
Both areas were quiet by daybreak. Elsewhere, there 
was sporadic sniper fire in several cities and scat­
tered resistance around tho outsltirts. • Although m~ch 
of the city hns been rnvnsed, Vinh Long 110w appearsto
be f i1•1nly in :rr iendly hands. 
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St.a 1..us of Forcos---------~---...... 
11. Although tho Co~nunist Tel offensive ap­

.poars to have lost a raeasurc of its countrywide
momentum,substantial eneray forces siill threaten 

• population canters and alliocl positions Jn some parts 
of Vietnam. Avnil~ble ovidence places significant 
concent1·ations of ctrnny troops neal' Quang Tri City. 
Da Nang, and Quang Ngai City int.ho 11orthern prov­
inces; Dnk To, Konlur.1 nncl Ploiku jn tho western ;,,,igh­
lancls; i.n t.he III Cc>rJ)S provinces of Blnh Duong~ Binh 
Lone- and Bion Hoa; and in 1 he northeastern provinces 
or the Delta. Enemy disposU ions in the Saip;on nraa 
aro unclear. Ancl enemy strength in. the Khe Sanh/DUZ 
area remninG ~ubslantial. 

12. Should tho Co~~unists elect to initiate a 
fresh round or major attacks~ these are likely to be 
focused on the areas J:\ent ioned above, 
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~g~ Re£.~rt' on th~ Situatiol\ ia t-he.. Khe Sanh Arec\.. 

l .. Late reports indicate. the >.brth \Ji.etna1t1e.se: 
• sained cot\t~ol of the. Lan, 'Vei. Special Forces Camp 
on the afternoon of tk• 7tk~ 

1. The Caep's defende~s comMenced evacua~ion 
• from the area under cover of intensive "--riendly aerial 

and ar~illery bo«tqardme~*. ~ix or the ~4 AMerieans 
and ovor three-fo~rth.s of the 4s0 maa V1etnaWJeSe pr­
riso~ have not yet been accounted for. E~rlier ift 
_the da1, S_l\ est.imated Communist company had controlled. 
the c.amp abo"~ sround while f.r ieadly per.sor,nel wera 
entreached in ~ader.srounci bunkers,, 

3. Two_.relie-f colwnns were reportedly· conversins 
on the scene late iu the ~,~e-rn~ft for a combined raid 
on the caMp, Neither ~ad entered. tllc. camp-.si-t.e a..t 
las-t report.. One. of the relte-l ~Ce$ wa.s co~posed 
o~ Special Forces personnel helo-ttt-tetl fro~ Khe 
San~; the other was a local Laotian voluateer ba•­
tal(oa .. 

4, · The uni.t idet')tit1 of the att~ckiaJ co.,mnis1! 
• .fort-e i~ no-t yet clear, The attack was possibly co~duc.ted 
b)' e.lement.s f.nMrJ the 66th Resi.enent of th~ NVA 304tJt 
Divisior.. • A .senio:r non-coMMissiot\ed. offic~r Who de-
leeted ·one week oso, stcied ~hat "'1>eft he left this 
unit, it was nQr •in V&i ~aitin orde-rs to at~~ck 
the c.&tt 

.5.. It i.s also pos.si))le tha-t ele.ettis ol -t-Jle 101D 

..---·----·-~-.._..-- - .. ·----- .... --- ·--· . ... .... . . 
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6. Aceordi»J to a report :fro,r, tte. scet1~, tbe-
Jehe SanJ\ .s~:rri:soft was t~c.ed wi.ttt ,oten~ia lly serlous 
co.tpli.cations on the. ni.e;ht- or 1 Pebruary ~et\ 4pproxi­
ma~ely 6,000 Laotia~ ~ef1.Sees fflDV~d ~r'OII\ Lans V•i 
to withi_n one-qaiarter mt.I~ o.f ne· Sar.h • 

. .• _: 

•• .. • .•. : 'I. 'l'h·e. Khe Sank base.. eo1nm£u1der h.16 beet\ ad11L.s~ 
_ _ia(de~e,; ..~h~ refusees fr•-- n,OV1n.J e1~er. Officials 
•.__-. 'in .Sai$~!'.t__.·m11 ask 1:1,e. L~otian char.ge. to fly to Khe 

-.-·.• .S'lt\h tott,0·r-row to encourase ilie r~ees to clear ibe. 
. . _. . : :.....· DN't . 

• ·.'... 

a. Aside -~n11 the obv~s ~r>tttical clellc::acy 
of to situatio»\; the antt.ss 6f' r~llsees poses -i:acti­
cal probleittS :F•r the basa defend~rs" Should ihc 
enemy attack,- the refusees couU Ghie.ldl hi..s Apprt>Ocl\ 
or cause confusion a.w,~~ f.~ienc1ly t:rvop.s. 

9. It is possible -that very lars~ numl)e:rs of 
refugees are iH -tu area. So-~ of the depettdei\-ts 
of -the Laoti4tt de.fenders Clt Ban Hcuei. Sane 11er~ it\ 
the vicini_t-y 0£ La»1 '1ei., alotts wi:-th depe)\de~ts o-E 

. 'the Lar,g Vat caMf itsel-f # 

10, There have bee~ no ot.hec sisnificattt ue­
velopments reporte-d by £ield elements on tha "'1Llitar1 
situation iR Souta Vietnam, or with ~egara·to DRV 
aircr-a*t. 
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in the Khe Sa~h hrea· 

l. La 1..~ rc1:;o~'tz i.1,dic:: to tho i\~rth Vietn.ar.:csc 
. r;ai r~,;!d contro~ or the Ln ng Ve i Sl:;c.c:i.s 1 Fol·cc.s C?....~~·;.1:i 

on the ~itc:.·~00:1 of the 7th .. 

2. The Ca~p 1 s·aefen~e~s co~ma~cetl ev~cuatio~ 
t .. - ,. . ., . f . ,.,.. . .. 

1 
I I 

• 

~ I• 
If rom ·ne area unoer cove~ o~ i~,~ns1ve ·r~enu1y aaria~ 

and art:illery ho:nbardmc-!~t. Si:-: of the 2 11- Am~ri.cr.ns 
and over three-fourths of th~ {50 man Vietna~ese gar­
rison have not yet baan accounted for. E~rlier in 
t ',,e r.,•.•-u •lY; ee<~-4~,~t-:,,'; Co-:••y•~,r,~=-~-C''"l\ .. ~)~1-" 1,-:,r1 co1--'··"'"'\,,.t:., ..,• --'""-.i J .. -.a..• ._. "--·,,., ~,.... • ...... , • .,,,.._-.,.., ,,. ~ ..... ,J •--'" ·"'-- y ........ ~ 

·t11e c.r.;:~ ~bovc; ground wh:lc fr:.c:mdly p~rso1rnal we::"a 
el ,~., •..:::i., ... ci•r..r~ 1·1'\ .,,,,:,:.••~·.L·"c\.''"''~ '•n:";1•r.:•·•~ • 

.. .. ,.1,o.1;,,. ·•'-'- : ~ ... .l\r\'--'.:;, •••1.4 &J"°4•••"'vJ.,;.,t 

3. Two·_ reli&f coll.tm:1s wo::."o l"~~o:"tetll°y co:wargi q; 
on the scene l~te in the arter~oon fer a co~~inod ~2id 
on tha ca~~- Naither hhd ente~ed the ca~p-s!te at. 
last re:,o:4t. 0!1e of th~ ! .. clief f Ol"'C<>S w~s co;:1poscd 
of Snocial ?o~cez perso~n~l ~clo-!~ftcd f~o~ Kho 
S~I"l·-- t",u o-!·t·~~--·••r!•-- ~ loc-=-1 ·oa1·-., •'-J .... ._.. ...,,<,;_ "'-":::> "'- ..,._ ... 

talion. .. 
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G. Accordin~ to a rc~ort frorn the scene, the •• 
Khe s~.1:h garrison w:--.s 5:nce5 ,d.th -;,ot~nt:..ally se:::ious 
Cor.\~~1c.,~·io 1•c• o·, .;.,\~ ,,;r.·½"· o-r 'l ·!~~b'"""".~"Y·•0 ~•1":.,~ ~~--r·v,.·· 1 , •~• •'-••·- .. ..L.;.> •• "1,\; • .i-.c,•-\.• ... ..._, •\•---• ,,.,1v.1 ~...,._~ , .... --

rmtely 6,000 L~otiaa l .. efUi~eeS ~:C>VCd 1l"O;n ~ang vel 
to \r;,i thin one-~t!r.rter 1,:ile Oj: Kh3 Sanh. 

. 7. 'fi1e m1c Sr..nh b~s~ cc:::r:·,a11clcr h~5 be~:, t.clvised 
~o. (1•-:.t·.e.,,,f-1,,._,_~•;::-,·rt•,:·rr.·.r.,:: -rt~•v'----1~·o"V~, . .-,..• ci neo~;. 07-;i c~ ~, C
\# -~ .Ir-. \.- .. Y -. ,_....., J'-"''-•,., _..., I• ••• ..._••w •--'- ~...,_:.,,_ • --- ... ...._..,.'-' 

11'\ ~~in·o\) ,,,.; 1, ~-;-i• ~-h!", "!"">O·~.",:, ~ c',~· 4 c:•;_., -i·o -L-lv ....0 Ki--~• "-'"- w - ,., __ ... ii;,..;, ...~ ..... ~ .., •• "'---"· 1.c.. •• .,;,':' "' J,. ., " •• \:: 

Sar-~hto1r~o1".t'o·r-1to cnccu1"a~0 t!,-s re:Cu~e~s to clear the 
• a1~aa. 

. 6. !,sic!e i'rO!~l tho cbv ious political delicacy 
of the situ~ tion, the 1~1,~ssof r~fugees poses i:~cti-

. cal probleEs for the base ~e!~ndera. _Should the 
enG~Y attack, th~ ro~ugaas could shield his appro~ch 

I
Ol" cat.tSO con!-;.tsio~1 a::101~g frie1~dlsr trOO!JS. f 

i'rt .. s -ro,:::::"b1 ~ ,.-.~..a"· ,~--:.,•"~""~..,.. •-:-~ r"'•;,':'l1"::.-:·"t"". r-1"• 9 • - • J_J'\.lwOJ.J. -v i-•• \.. '111-11.,) .... .., .. !:,'"° ,U.1,.- .... ._Q W ·Irefugeos nre in the ~re~. so~a ci the ~e~o~Gants 
of t~:\., L"ot:..an ciefende1•;:; at E:..n !-iouc!. s~n.e w~rc in ! 

I • 

th€: \· icini.ty of Lang '/Gi, alcl:g with del)~i'~.de!1ts cf 
I 

' 

the l,~ng V~i c~1~1p itself. 

10. There hr.ve b~~:1 !~o ct?~el" s.:ignificant de­
ve:-101>nants =.•i:;po.1.·ted by fiold c!.~Ji~{'!n"';s en tha 
aitu~tion i11 Eoi1th Vietnam. o~· with re;ard to 
a i l·c!.•~, :t·t. 

\ 

2 -

1n!li ta1~y 
D:iv 

., 

·---
_..__. 

.,.- ..-. ..--· ·-··----- .......·. 
. 

. . . . 
• •• ••• •-.·--

https://icini.ty


ANITIZED. 

INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

11 I f Pc=<--.. 

Saturday, February 17, 1968 
11:00 a. m. 

•. 
Mr. President: 

Herewith CIA concludes that a new 
phase in the Viet Cong offensive may 
well begin at.2:00 p. m. EST this afternoon 

__J 

VJ~f.' Rostow 

.i , . 
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SUBJECTi INDICATIONSOF NVN OFFENSIVE BEGINNING AROUND 
SOURCE 2:00l?M: EST, 17FEB, l9G8 

rM: SSO MACV TlME STAMP 
DTG f . . 

17FEB, 6:28AM EST, 1908 
lllS.I!l. lsoct,~DDCt,ax/otR, Dnt(2), nnP(VtA csoo), rA o/os1>,oos&r<v 
~D70Ct ) , 0 ONE, D/OSl, 1OSR, CH 1WATCHCOM,M,, HAUO,C 11 RS,D 

• SAV,Ai OCI (q ' c/oPSCEN, CSDO, PDS, ~NPlCO, O~R CSS, RAD, SDO,

DDS, ADDEDs 

·SUBJECT: HO-TSIT 

l. Within lhe 1,ast iew l1ou1•sa.1mmbcn.·of lncUcatiol\s l1ave been. 
1·~coived suggesting enetU)' ofieneive actlvlty beg·lunlng ea.l'ly tomo1'row 
1no1'nl11g(l8·Feb.) Sn.igonUJ11e. • . 

3. _ _ 011 12 Fel,. , VC tra \t6ported 
3 tons of a.tnmo to WR 00 f 9. This ammo was Rte.~~ divided atl'tong 
tl1~ \\llit.S to parUci1laie 111the seco1\dattack of CA IvIAU,which was 1·e-

• po1·tedtp come betol'o 18 Fobrua.11'1968. 

4, On 17 Foh. > VC !n Ble1l.Hoa Slrea.conducted lll'Ol)agauda lectu1·eand 
statddl t.hat the POL Fa.1~1nsat NA DHE will bo attackcct in the nea1· 
future. 

5. Employees or E\'el'ett Sh11>plngCom1>anyit\ the Commercial Doclt 
a1"eaor Saigon 1•efusecl to coin~ to wo1·k oil 18 February. Einployoca 

• we1·e orf e1"eddo·ublewages and still ~"efu sett to wo1"lt. 

G, YoU1" attentio1\· is invltc<t to the J-Z esthnate rcc.ent~v forwarded 
fOl'YOUl"comment (EO'MACV 2213 NOTOAL). Above citod evtdence 
plus that set w1"th in cst.tinate su("I· ests that the indication or th~ descdbcd 
seco1td1>haseor the ffcnslve acti v1.ty s mm 11(.mt •. 
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MEMORANDUM 3FORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE l olk-
WASHINGTON. 

iECRET 
Saturday, February 17, 1968 -- 8:40 a.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith two Saigon responses to Loan I s judgment that a coordinated 
attack on Saigon and elsewhere should be expected for February 18: 

Bunker says that Westy regards it as probable that there will be 
further attacks between February 18 and 23, with the principal targets being 
Saigon, Hue, Quang Tri, and Can Tho. 

The CIA reports that there are no "firm indications II of an imminent 
attack on Saigon. 

In any case, you will note Westy 1s judgment that "both U. S and ARVN 
forces are fully alert and prepared to deal with any emergency." 

Thieu's assessment is as follows, in a talk with Bunker on February 15: 

111 asked Thieu how he assessed the Tet offensive from the perspective 
of about two weeks. Thieu remarked that he was increasingly impressed 
with the indication it gave of the price the enemy was willing to pay for 
its political and psychological objectives. He thought it would take them 
quite some time to recover from the high losses they had suffered both 
in men and weapons. He anticipated that they will continue to try to 
apply pressure wherever possible, seeking to pin down our troops to the 
maximum extent while continuing their build up for possible future 
offensives. He expected they would make use of mortar attacks, 
harassments, attacks on air fields, and a general build up of tension 
among our troops. Their hope would be to prevent us from using our 
forces elsewhere and he thought this might go on for some time, maybe 
3 to 4 months. Anticipating a major offensive in the north, during the 
dry season there, perhaps beginning in April or May, he predicted that 
its timing and duration would be de signed to have the maximum. effect 
during our summer political conventions." 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority osb ,,_ , ~-- 7 f 

~Rostow 
By, *-«f? 
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