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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 

CM-2944-68 
3 Feb 1968 ...__ 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT: KHE SANH Authority Jc S II)- 3 - 7i' ~ 

By ::::s'{P ,NARS, Date 3- /' - 77 

In response to your telephone call to me last evening,
i asked General Westmoreland to provide me his views as soon 
as possible on our reinforcement capability in the Khe Sanh 
area. His reply to me is presented in the following para­
graphs for your information. 

"l. I agree with(General Wheeler's)response on the 
question of our Khe Sanh reinforcement capability and would 
add the following amplification. 

"2. Our situation at Khe sa·nh as compared with the 
French at Dien Bien Phu is different in three significant 
respects. We haye supporting air (tactical air and B~S2's) 
for all-weather attack of enemy forces by orders of magnitude 
over that at Dien Bien Phu·. We have .reinforcing heavy artillery 
within range of the Khe Sanh area from USMC positions east 
of the mountains. We have multiple and vastly improved tech­
niques for aerial supply and we are within helicopt~r support 
range for troop reinforcement, logistic ·support, ~edical evac­
uation and other requirements. 

"3. We now have four Marine Corps battalions and one 
-ARVN ranger battalion with combat .and combat service support 
in the Khe Sanh area. We currently have·two brigades of 
the 1st Air Cavalry Division (Airmobile), plus one brigade 
of the ·lOlst Airborne Division, with appropriate light and 
medium artillery support, located north of the Ai Van Pass, 
within prompt reinforcing distance of Khe Sanh. We have plans 
to further reinforce t~is area on short notice if required. 

"4. We have a significant capability to reinforce Khe 
Sanh by fire in all weather conditions. by artillery, tactical 
air, and B-52's. There are 18 105MM howitzers and 6 155 MM 
howitzers within the Khe Sa~h defensive system. Additionally, 
16 175MM guns are with the 3d Marine Di~ision forces east _of 
Khe Sanh positioned at the Rock Pile and at Camp Carroll. 
These guns are within range of Khe Sanh and their fires can 
be massed as required through the use of the centralized fire 
directibn facility at· Dong Ha. In addition to this heavy 
artillery support, and in contrast to the French situation at 
Dien- Bien Phu, we have ·a highly effective tactical ai~ and 
B-52. capability. Radar or "SKY SPOT .. " technique allows us 
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direct tactical air strikes either at.night or in zero visi­
bility conditions throughout the Khe Sanh area. In addition 
to tactical air, our B-52 strikes are also weather independent. 
During adverse weather in the Khe Sanh area there are frequent 
breaks of three or four hours, in which we could intensify the 
air strikes, and insert helicopter gun ships into the area for 
additional fires as required. If the enemy masses to attack, 
he will be extremely vulnerable to the massed B-52's against 
his supporting forces and destructive power of tactical air, 
gunships and artillery against his infantry. This capability 
of reinforcement by fire aione could have changed the course 
of battle at Dien Bien Phu. 

"5. Although logistical support will present a major 
problem, I am satisfied we can resolve it by our multiple 
means of resupply. Enemy interdiction of the airfield at 
Khe Sanh will not deny our reinforcement and support capability 
by helicopters. As pointed out in(General Wheeler's)response 
to the President, we could also re-open Route 9 for a land 
line of communication. This would take 22 company days of 
engineer effort, but with considerable cost in security. 

"6. Although not ideal, the tactical situation at Khe 
Sanh as well as our improved combat techniques and capabili­
ties are considerably different from those at Dien Bien Phu. 

"7. Addressing the President's query on additional help 
required, with the current level of activity we need an addi­
tional squadron of C-130 aircraft, complete with ground handling 
and maintenance crews, for immediate usage. In addition, I 
recommend a second squadron of C-130's be alerted for immediate 
movement if unforeseen contingencies arise. Admiral Sharp may 
wish to address these requirements from the standpoint of 
assets available elsewhere in the theater. Additionally, 
it would be prudent to have heavy air drop equipment in re-
serve which can be called forward if we need it. We currently 
have a capability of delivering 600 tons per day for 14 days 
with no recovery. I would like at least an equal quantity 
ready for immediate air shipment forward if required. These 
requirements are also being submitted separately. Acceleration 
of the issue of M-16 rifles, M-60 machine guns and M-29 mortars 
to South Vietnamese Army (ARVN) units would improve our posture 
in ec~nomy of force areas. The importance of helicopter assets 
in the pending battle cannot be overstated. To achieve the 
necessary helicopter lift for forces deployed to Northern· Corps 
Tactical Zone, I plan drawing on Rosson's (Commander I Field 
Force) and Weyand's (Commander II Field Force) assets to a 
major degree. Expediting the rate of delivery of· replacement 
helicopters for assault helicopter companies and assault support 
helicopter companies would aid in maintaining_ our situation 
in the sout~ during the battle in the north. We are also ex-. 
periencing high loss rates ofO-1 observation aircraft and 
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replacements are urgently needed to maintain our observation 
and surveillance capability over our newly opened LOC, new areas 
urider pacification, enemy routes of infiltration and enemy base 
areas. The northern I Corps Tactical Zone has greatly incTeased 
our engineering requirements. Construction of a logistical 
base, the maintenance of Route I in that area, construction of 
DYE MARKER obstacle/strong point system, plus the need of 
opening Route 9 to Khe Sanh will tax severely our construction 
capability. Providing the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
yet to be furnished as part of Program 5 would significantly 
improve our buildup in the· north. With regard to Republic of 
Korea Forces, action should be taken to oppose any thought of 
withdrawing elements of Republic of Korea forces in Vietnam 
and returning them to Korea. In addition, every effort should 
be made to re-open negotiations regarding the proposed ROK 
light division deployment as soon as the situation in Korea 
will allow. Expedited deployment of the Thai light division, 
within practical limitation, is most desirable and would per­
mit greater flexib~lity in the employment of our·ready reaction 
forces in RVN. 

"8. The use of tactical nuclear weapons should not be 
required in the present situation in view of the authority to 
use COFRAM. However; should the situation in the DMZ area 
change dramatically, we should be prepared to introduce weapons 
of greater effectiveness against massed forces. Under such 
circumstances I visualize that either tactical nuclear weapons 
or chemical agents would be active candidates for employment." 

~4/o~
EARLE G .• WHEELER 

CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

TOPSE 
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WASHINGTON 
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Monday, Feb. 5, 1968 
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12 :00 noon ,J..c ~ Id-, .J,'-' 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Bus Wheeler's first daily 
report on Khe Sanh. 

"Gravel munitions," in para. 7, are 
the small anti-personnel mines developed 
for the barrier . 

.. w~r iii c='i: attachment 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

CM-2968-68 
5 February 1968 

- DtlLt ..3~IFH.:JJ 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Authority JCS /t> ..3- 7R ~ 
Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

1. At the present time, the situation in the Khe Sanh area is quiet. 
No enemy contacts have been reported in the area since the attack on 
Hill 861 ended yesterday at 6:25 PM EST, the details of which are 
described in the succeeding paragraphs. 

2. At 3:00 PM EST yesterday, the Khe Sanh combat base began 
receiving heavy concentrations of enemy rocket, artillery and mortar 
fire. Twenty minutes later a \o.:~ ..2.L,fro~],0_~':!?~?.Q:~~~~J sup­
ported with rocket and mo 1tar tire, launched a ground attack against 
the US Marine company position on Hill 861, three and one-half miles 
northwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip. As the fighting grew in intensity, 
the fil.'ie Sanh combat,.base. provided artille,.i:y __.§uppQrtf.which-y:i~w;__ct~ 

th~~l~~~f~~<{~n:ficatn1~~~:Jc}·:~~i~Z£~~~£t;:;i~f;~At 
4~cf'1?M-EST a of the succeeded in penetratingsma.~1-gi:oup enemy the 
defensive wire on the perimeter of the position, but the Marine defenders 
held their positions and drove the enemy off. Approximately thirty 
minutes later the enemy 'resumed the assault on Hill 861 while continuing 
to deliver mortar fire on the Khe Sanh combat base. A~.3.,9.~~~!~~}~8!~ 
jdurTater,..!h~ mortar. fiE-~ on t}:ie ~Kh~~~f1-P13: 9~!~:~-4..-~~~~~J!~&k.~~ 
lftff:sJtb~ga~ to~~irni~t~ i~ i,E1tens~y. At~25 PM EST all action had· 
ended and the Khe Sanh airstrip was open. In the attack on Hill 861, the 

•~m,w-.tQst·appt?_~.!..ts:!JJ.9.akille. eight of the dead were found inside 
the perimeter and numerous enemy dead were hanging from the barbed 
wire on the perimeter of the Marine company position. jJS Ma'i",;~. 
&w&llalt-1.~:~ all from the company on Hill 861, were placed._et, s~ ...™ 
s,lled;a.~aqJi. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a 
total of_._,4..s0;0·~»~~~.;(C~~~;•~xtill~~y;;a~~~q:~~ 
r~~~rreeJs.~.9&ns;m.y..a-.~limg»f-th~~...Sa.nh:.;~§.,£.ABQ"_:~Y-£~.2~!\.\l..mg.,·~!~ 

of___ cop1esty. / 

https://r~~~rreeJs.~.9&ns;m.y..a-.~limg�f-th~~...Sa.nh:.;~�.,�.ABQ"_:~Y-�~.2~!\.\l..mg


.. 

3. Yesterday, US Air Force B-52-.b<nnbe4:'s;-'t'.ff~~"!.'~~t~~against · 
. 

enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. This brings the total number 
of B-52 sorties flown in that area ~-5:J~a:r.y 11)'.68-~t~-556\::·with 

-ipprQXi~~eff.:....l~<i~O tons of bombs.~del~ered- on the enemy. - In the.s-e 
-~i~~~:,.~~~~ ~~6 sec~~d~ix$,Rl9.~lon.~~~y_e_ been observed. J~ 

4. US tactical a·irc raft f~t:~ ?l~·-~.t~ so.rti'e.'s.'::ln"--.aU.pport·=--a-t·lJs 
~~!.iA~i.t~; M,a\he.;SanJi .du;r:jng. the pas_t ..?..1,bfJUr&- (79 US Air Force, 

94 US Marine Corps, and 43 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the foregoing sorties included three structures destroyed, seven 
bunkers destroyed and three secondary explosions. Weather prevented 
complete bomb darnage· assessment. 

6. No COFRAM was used during the period; however, these 
munitions are available and will be considered for use at the appropriate 
time. 

7. General Westmoreland told me this morning at 9:30 AM EST 

thateavel :~JUtiE.Nf •We_!~,~~p~a:~~~~!4~-~~f.S,~§.:.!lAr.ilt;.Qf:.Khe 
.s~.,.., - C MJI • 

8. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST today in the Khe Sanh 
area reflects cloudy conditions with visibifi~Y ...~.t,.,JS;!DJ.!$,. The outlook 
for the next 15 hours is cloudy with Iow·~eilings, poor visibility, drizzle 

and fog. ~:.~ql.J,~~: __ O.Q~-P.~~~~~-~<J..day~~til.].:_00 AM-ES.Lwm2x:x.ow:.thee 
~~tlpok;),i~:ar_o_j;edi~.cl9ucly;~l:>ti~th higher ceilings and visibility at 
seven miles. 

9. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

.a. P~ti~g, .t~.~&.:ne~-s::~l\su.rs , .. -a·to~e-~~~-~'Fo-:ree 13-::..s-i:;t 
ai_:r,stf.t-,e.r.~-.S,cheg.~~Y°"-P9-S.~·si.x-ta!g_ets· .:uear-:··the- DemlTifa -riz"ecrzo~e. 
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh while two targets 
are adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles 
northeast of Khe Sanh. 

2 
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b. For the period ending 11:00 PM EST today, 1,§__qJil~.f~ 

s9_r.t~ 5.e,re ~~~~Il_::?~~ !!¼_~~-.§s..Wl-~ ~~a. S~11.1~9.2 JUtgJJ.!9..11~~ 
,sor!~es are available. 0:1. call_!Q._cJ:.Ugµi~.nt the plann_ed ~ffo!!:-~ 
Should the "'si'fuafio·n. r·equire it, additional sorties UP, _to a.:o;. 

t~.~P~.~}Jsal.!9,ta,l,pL62.3,.,iC,0J,\l..!i..b.euiiY.~.rl~~ The actual number 
wlifiliicould be employed depends upon the weather in the are~ and 
the ability to control the strikes. In a.dditioa;·".·the:-a:f":reralt: 1 

~ :i:ie: r ]{_IT~ I_-:~ W.K. a,a~,2.~~Ese al~d....t.<LP.m.Y.isl e,.ad.di.tiona~ ~ 
aJ..L.:.t-~P-P-9;.J.:.t -;;....w.hen. :requested. 

10. Enemy units in contact are unknown at this time, but it is 
!belie_v_e,.d. that tlt~-: 9~C..r.S.~gi.m.~_!:~a~g,ete1~2ll !Jl!h B8..l;Aud..,:86l~and the.:: 
l?}_.~!_...~e~imtrnt;..os.,J~he..Sanh~ The exact location of other enemy units 
befieved to be in the area is unknown. 

&$~ 
EARLE G .. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

3 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE f
•1 

WASHINGTON 
. j- i 

Tuesday, February 6, 1968 
9:50 a. m. [].,. ,P.-17" 

~ (b.,, ... ~ 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's daily Khe Sanh 
summary. 

The handwritten note on Abrams' assess­
ment is encouraging. 

In fa_ct, there are now two solid conclusions: 

the people didn't rise; 
the government and the South Vietnamese 
functioned under maximum surprise, 
shock, and strain. 

. II 

l 
CM-2970-68 
6 February 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority c.s 1P .;; _ -p<:JY 

,------..;;.___:~~~~~ 

By ::1 IP ,NARS, Date .3-/ h - ·7 

l 
/ 

... 



THE JOIN·r CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

CM-2970-68 
6 February 1968 

T)tf JOIHT STAFF 

MEMORANDUM DECLASSIFIEDFOR THE PRESIDENT 
.Jc...s 1()-s- ,e ~ Are a Authority ~~~~:......:-=-..:;;.:::~=---Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh 

By +-fV ,NARS, Date .3-l~- 7 7 
1. There have been no major enemy contacts reported in the 

Khe Sanh area since the enemy attack on Hill 861. An updated 
report on US Marine casualties during the attack on Hill 861 
shows 14 killed and 32 wounded. 

2. Marine units in the Khe Sanh area received sporadic small 
arms and mortar fire. The enemy fire increased as supply 
missions to the outlying outposts and Hill 861 were conducted. 
However, there were no reports of casualties during the period.
Marine units in the Khe Sanh area expended a total of 7,788 
rounds of various caliber artillery and mortar ammunition in 
response to the sporadic harassment fire by the enemy forces. 

3. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew 
55 sorties against enemy targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. On 
4 February (S February South Vietnam time), 33 B-52 sorties, 
not previously reported, were flown against enemy targets in 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. The B-52 sorties flown in that area 
since 15 January 1968 now total 654, with approximately 19,000 
tons of bombs delivered on the ~nemy. 

4. US tactical aircraft flew 213 strike sorties in support 
of US Marine units at Khe Sanh during the past 24 hours (88 US 
Air Force, 90 US Navy~ 35 US Marine Corps). Bomb damage assess­
.ment of the foregoing sorties included fifteen bunkers destroyed, 
seven gun positions destroyed, three trucks destroyed, three 
secondary fires, and one secondary explosion. 

5. Air landed resupply during the period amounted to 214 
tons. 

6. No COFRAMwas used during the period. 

7. The weather observation at 3:00 AM EST (4:00 PM, 6 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area reflects cloudy 
conditions with visibility at 10 miles. The outlook for the 
next 14 hours is cloudy with low ceilings, poor visibility, 

q-,Lof __ coples 
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drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 6 Feb (10:00 Afvf, 7 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) until 7:00 AM EST, 7 Feb (8:00 PM, 7 Feb, 
South Vietnam time) the outlook is improved: cloudy, but with 
higher ceilings, and visibility at seven miles, with occasional 
light showers. 

8. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, a total of 33 US Air Force 
B-52 aircraft are scheduled to bomb five targets near the 
Demilitarized Zone. Two of the targets are in the vicinity of 
Khe Sanh, two targets are near the Laotian border approximately 
10 miles southwest of Khe ·sanh, and one target is adjacent to 
the Demilitarized Zone approximately 20 miles northeast of Khe 
Sanh. 

b. For ·the period ending 11:00 PM EST today (12:00 Noon, 
7 Feb, South Vietnam time), 175 tactical sorties are planned in 
the Khe Sanh area. One hundred thirty-four additional sorties 
are available on call to augment the planned effort. Should the 
situation require it, additional sorties up to a theoretical 
total of 646 could be diverted into the area. 

9. There have been no changes reported in enemy troop disposi­
tions in the Khe Sanh area. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

-
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F~ GEN WHEELER CJCS 
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CIA 

DECLASSIFIED0 05113ll ZYH ZFF-3 
FM GEN WEST~·10RELANDCOL1UMACVSAIGON Autho ity JCS I0-3-~?~R~~~~ 
TO GEN WHEELERCJCS 

By -rd~. , NARd, Date ~-16 ~ ?'7INFO ADM SHARP CINCPAC 
AMB BUNKER SAIGON 
·zEM .. 
., Is 8 R E T MAC 01666 EYES O~LY 
~UBJ: DAILY REPORT ON KHE SANH/DMZ SITUATION. 

THIS IS MY INITIAL REPLY TO YOUR REQUEST FOR A SUMMARY 
-OF ACTIVITY !j THE KHE SANH/D~Z AREA. THE·PERIOD COVERED IS 041200H 
TO 051200H FEB 68: • 

DURING THE INITIAL 17.. HOURSOF THE PERIOD_ KHE SA~rn COMBAT 
BASE AND MA~I~E UNITS IN THE SCOTLAND AREA REPORTED A TOTAL 
OF APPROXIMATELY OF ROCKET OF MORTAR SIX ROUNDS FIRE AND 70 ROUNDS 
FIRE RESULTI~GIN THREE USNC WIA EVACUATED. AN.ARTILLERY~lISSION WAS 
FIRED RESULTI~G IN A REPORTED 10 NVA KIA. IN ADDITION, AT 050400H, 
KHE SANHC0:'1SA'I'. BASE BEGAN RECEIVING ROCKETS, ARTY AND ~!ORTAR 
FIRE AND AT 050400H MARINES ON HILL 861, NW OF KHE SA~H, CAME UNDER 
GROUNDATTACK BY AN ESTI~ATED200 ENEMYCBN MINUS) USING BANGALORE 
TORPEDOES, SATCHEL CHARGESAND MORTARS. THEMORTAR ATTACKON KHE 
SANH COMBAT BASE TER~INATED AT 0630H BUT RESUMED AGAI~ AT 1100H. 

•THE GROUND ATTACKON HILL 861 HAD DIMINISHED AT 0645H, WITH L'HTIAL 
CASUALTYREPORTS LISTING AN ESTI~ATED 100 E~E~Y KIA AN) FRIENDLY LOSSES 
OF SEVEN KIA AND 24 ~IA EVACUATED.DURING THE PERIOD, 39 B-52'5 RAN 
SIX STRIKESDELIVERING 975 TONS OF ORDNANCE I~ ·SUPPORT OF THE KHE 
SANH COM3AT BASE A~D THE SCOTLAND AREA. 

MARI~E UNITS IN THE KHE SANH AREA EXPENDEDA TOTAL OF 2819 
ROUNDSOF VARIOUS I~ RESPONSE SHELLI~GCALIBER ARTY/MORTAR TO THE ENEMY 
OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE AND ENVI~ONS~ THE ~ARI~E AIRCRAFT WING 
FLEW 94 SORTIIS IN SUPPORT OF THE THIRD MARI:-lE DIVISION DUrU:-IG THE 
PERIOD. 81 CF THE SORTIESWERE TPQ'S L'l DIRECT SUPPORT, 13 SORTIES 
~RE IN CLOSE SUPPORT. BOMB DAMAGEASSESSMENTOF THE FOREGOI~G 

. .JuRTIES INCLUDEDTHREE STRUCTURES DESTROYED,-SEVEN BUNKERS 
DESTROYED,AND THREE SECONDARY WEATH~REXPLOSIONS. COi·mITIONS 
PREVL'JTED A cor1PLETE BOMB DAMAGE A5SESS)1L,ff. 4·3 OF THE TOTAL SORT!ES 
Fl.OWN, DELIVER ING A TOTAL OF 100~7. TONS OF ORDNAr18E, 'iER£. FLOWNIN 

- -,~lPPf\PT n-;-_.T\.lC- TLO&=t\.TAT-i=' vur. C'A-.\t.U 11,1"'\t:'""a Ur'"'•~ ,..,... ____ , ... --····--- ... --. -- ~ 



',H. "'H• "' &II&., ..&.nn.i..V.J..!"1ll;. ,uu.:. ,;:n-u'fn' Hfl.C.H~ U.:>Hr ;:)U!"{lj~::, AMUUNlt!.lJ lU 1':J, 
.. rl!LE THE USN FLEW 43 SORT !ES. TOTALTACTICAL SORT!ES FLOWN WERE 
203. 

_ AIRLA:mED RESUPPLY DUR I~G THE "PERIOD TO 128 TONS.·AMOUNTED 
NO COFRAM WASUSED DURING THE PERIOD. 
FOR THE NEXT 24 HOUR PERIOD, FMAW PLANS50 STRIKE SORTIES 

IN THE KHE SA.NH AREA IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE 26TH ~ARINES. 
THESE SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN THROUGHOUT THE24 HOUR PERIOD· AND 
1CONSIST OF A VARIETY OF ORDNANCE. . 

AN ADDITIONAL 12 STRIKES SORTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE ON HOT PAD 
ALERT FOR SCRAMBLE AS REQUIRED. DUE TO DA~AGE SUSTAINED BY MARI~~E 
AIRCRAFT ON GROUND DURING RECENT ROCKETATTACKON CHU LAI, TH~RE 
H~S BEEN A REDU~TION IN AVAILABLEMARINE AIR SORTIES. FIFTY EIGHT 
7TH AF STRIKSS SORTIES ARE PLANNED THE F~L~WEFFORT IN TO AUGMENT 
THE VICINITY OF KHE SA~H COMBAT BASE. THE USN WILL FLY 48 SORTIES•• 
·FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES WILL BE FLOWN. FOR THE 5 -6 FEB PERIOD. 
THERE ARE CURRENTLY 32 ADDITIONALAF TACTICAL SUPPORT AIRCRAFT ON 
CALL IN SUPPORTOF KHE SANH WHICH COULD PRODUCE 180 SORTIES IN 
A 24 HOUR PERIOD. 'SHOULD THE SITUATION REQUIRE, ADDITIONAL SORITES 
OJULD BE DIVERTED UP TO A THEORETICAL TOTAL OF 623. THE NUMBER THAT 
COULD BE EMPLOYED WOULD DEPE:IDUPON THE liEATHER AND OUR ABILITY TO 
a:>NTROL THE STRIKES. • _ 

ENEMYUNITS IN CONTACTARE UNKN6WN AT THIS TIME, BUT WE 
BELIEVE THAT THE 95C REGT IS TARGETEDON HILLS 881 AND 861 A~D 
THE 101ST REGT ON"KHE SANH. THE EXACT LOCATIONOF OTHER ENEMY mnrs 
P~tIEVED TO BE iN THE AREA IS UNKNOWN. 

SSO NOTE: DELIVERIMMEDIATELY. CAS "PASS TOM~ CHILLEMI" FOR 
AMB BUNKER. 
650 

L. 

. \ 

https://AMUUNlt!.lJ


ZCZCKAB902KOA3995 
00 Y12!{ADS
DE-YSNKQA 48 0.371911 
Z~(ZK 00 NRL DE 
o· 061902Z ZYH ZFF-5™GEN WHEELER, CJCS. ~ASH DC 

SECOND REPORT ON THE KHE SANH AREA AND COVVERS TH~ 

INFO G:SN tJOHNSON, CSA, 11!~SH DC DECLAciSI 
GEN MCCONNSLL, CSAF, WASH DC Authority p n ° F1ED 

• GEN CHAPMAN, CMC, -WASH DC B , ~-~: SEC. 5(A) and '{D)i 
~.DM MOORER, CNO, WASH DC Y. ~, NAR~--.:__:~~~ 
FMROST0'.~', WHIT~ HO~JS[, '·:ASH DC • S, Date 3 - .31-7g ,,, 
!t!R RUSK; ST ATE D'€PT' ~1!ASbD~~ • ~_,,-

• MR HEU1S, CIA /~ t:'--, o £,A~
Q £1£L0?Q7, ZYH ZfFn ---r J 'V- ( f I 

I L (} , __ 
F~ GENERAL WESTMORELA~·H~C0)1t§aAe , SAIGON ✓l-0--' ~~\.)':.; • 
TO GENERAL '~!HEELER, CJCS,\;!ASH INGTON 
INFO ADMIR~L SHARP CINCPAC HAWAII 
AMBASSADOR TO MR CHILLZMI)BUNKER, SAIGON CASS 
ZEM 
SEC RF T MAC 01695 EYES ONLY 

THIS IS THE 
PERIOD 051~00T TO 061200 FEBRUARY 1963. 
• DURING THIS PERIOD THE KHE SA~1lH COMBAT BASE AND M~.RINE UNITS 

IN THE SCOTL.f),:--.m.~~SA CONTINUED TO P.E CE IVE SPORADIC St•1ALL AW•1S ANDD 
~TAR FIRE. TH£ ENEMY FIRE 'INCREASED AS SUPPLY MISSIONS TO THE OUT­
LYING OP'S ANDHILL 861 WERECONDUCTED. HOWEVER, THERE WSRE NO REPO~TS 
OF CASUALT IF:S DURPlS THE PER !OD. M~.R!NE U~HTS IN THE KHE SANH AREA 
EXPENDEDA TOTAL OF 7788 ROUNDSOF VARIOUS CALIBER ARTILLERY AND 
MORTAR AMMtmITION I~ RESPONSE TO THE SPORADIC HARASSMENT FIRE BY TH~ 
ENEMY FORCES. NO COFRAM WAS USED. DURING THE PERIOD, 43 3-52 AIRCRAFT 
A!!DE FIVE STRIKES IN THE NIAGARA AREA. AIR SU?PO~T IN THE KHE SANH 
(NIAGARA) A~EA ~AS PROVIDEDBY 35 USMN SORTI~S, 88 USAF SORTIES AND 
90 USN SORTIES FOR A TOTAL. OF 213 TACTICAL SORTIES·. ALTH0 1JGH C0~1iPLET~ 
BONB DAMAGE .~SSESSMENT ~1!AS PREVENTED BY ADVERSE WEATHER, THE FOLLOW-
ING WASIREPOqTED:ONE SSCONDARY EXPLOSION, THREE SECONDA~Y FIRES, SEVEN 
GUN POSIT IONS DESTROYED,TH~EE TRUCKS DESTROYED, AND 15 B 'JNKERS • 
DESTROYED. • 

AIR RESUPPLY WAS EFFECTED IM THE KHE S~.NH AREA DURING THE PEJIOD 
~ITH THE DELIVERY CAIRLANDED>OF 214 SHORT TONS. 

FOR THE PtRIOD 061200T TO 071200H FEBRUARY, THE MARIN~ AIR ~ING 
PLANS TO FLY 69 TACTICAL 4IP SORTIES I~J SUPPORT Or THE KH~ SANH ARE:A 
'»HILE A~ ADDITIONAL 14 AIRCRAFT ~,,ILL BE ON CALL DURI~!G tH_s PERIOD. 
USAF SORTIES PLANNED FOR THE NEXT PER !OD n! MIP.GARA A'10UNT TO 54, ~i!HH!E 
THE USN tHLL FLY 52 SORTIES, FOR A G?AND TOTAL OF 175 PLti.NNED SORTIES. 
THE US.~F tHLL H~VE 120 SORTIE:S ON CALL FOR THE NIAGARA A~EA. ~LSO, 
ANADDITIONAL 396 USAFSORTIES AND 250 TJSN SORTIES COULD BE DIVERTED 
INTO THE KHE SANH AREA, FOR A THEORETIC~L TOTAL OF 646 ADDITiO;-!AL 
SORTIES. THIRTY-SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES AP.E SCHEDULED IN THE NI:OGARA 
AREA. • 

EN:EMY UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS REMAnl TITT: SAME AS REPORTED YESTERDL\Y, 
AND THE THREAT TO KHE SANH REMA INS L~lCHANGED. 

• GP-4 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOJJ~S. 
400 
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Authority .:::J~C.::.;S:=-:.:10 3:..-_'l_K;..,~~-----:::..-...: CM-2971-68 
· ' .-) NARS Date.3-/~ - 7L 7 February 1968
By, -<~, ' ' 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situation in the Khe Sanh Area 

1 . T~n s--~.caTn~._:Jj_f~--,-w:e-.. c_""°",+.hpm-u'75'~'.'f·enewea· ~t::s~1:'e-F:for·t 
0 'x!_..Jd-A.~.&-.hl~~~J.-il 

"~lt~~ .. ~~~"-~u.--
A~~s.ed::Qf.~~~the: ..:.~Khe:.~.anlL~Lang.: ... Y.ei·~:ar:ea:~ During
The early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 PM on 
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine uni ts in the surrounding area recei vec!.,~~un·a:s 

_2J_Jl!~~?.'.~.~m~:r.UE...:._il.r.e~i:arida"ft~- ..~~i~.r.o.cket: s.un de"te-rmi1I~-i::~~r.1in!? 
~•ting in ~fiv.~.,,)J~..dl~r1n~s _wo_u_!ld~~~ At 11: 45 AM EST yester­

day (12:45 AlvI ori f'"'February, South Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base beg an re ce i vi ng a l~e~,X.Y;J_Ql.\l.me:.,;..a.f...Jocke.t.>and~ 
li!?.f_-!:flE"'s<fi:r~.___A,.,t.approximately the same time, th~e:Ung V.eh-~~ 
SJ)eC:J~~fhEa_:i;~e~_~gfillt-~-~mf _ an-µnde~:. a hea~ _&!..Qll.nd--a~t..ack j,y
~~~fimatedenemy infantry company supported by nine ~rJllQT?~ 
~.hi&-1.es-believed -to -be. Soviet.:~T..-7.6.-Amphibious.. ~anks _(des­
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AH on 7 February, 
South Vietnam tim~) five~_-9J~~~B:~-~.J-!~_e_x:e.por-ted- -to have:'.':' 
~~:~-!1-~2a.,!ll.ag_e_51-$.I-dest_royea:--_~-Tattacki1:-g enemy also dire~tedThhee. 
heavy supporting mortar and artillery fire on the Lang Ve1 
defenses, and an aerial :~sery~r.::..?~e._.enem..y-employtJ1g_
fiame..::.thrower.s. in the as·saul t on Lang Vei. Despite poor
we•'iftirer...... ons i nu a 1coricfi ti u~-.tac t f~_a.Llir_c raf C p rQYid..e.d..s_gn_~ 
close air support durfng the heavy fighting and the Khe- Sanh 
Combat Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28 
rounds of 10 5-mm CO FRAM ammunition, but: --:n.ry·-nw~;;;qf~~~- Si 
Atfe,c.il1teness..:~1ias;:'.h:.e~e.JL,r~s;eive~xThe intensity of the fight-
ing began to diminish at 10:00 PM EST last night (11:00 AM on 
7 February, South Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin­
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area d~r~ng the da~ (7 Feb~uary, South Vietnam time). 
A.,r-..t.~-&ti-o,~e~s:·e~n.:-~rou·t ?" ~r·q:::£ang'."·V at- isei 3":-_30:;~_AM--Es:t'-=--th 
nw..x-~-+4-:;,3-fJ--P~en1-r--Febnrary;--S-cHrtnVi"e fii am--tfine"J~ Late s t 
reports indicate fighting still prevails, but on a limited 
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact extent of 
enemy or friendly casualties, but a preliminary report states 

.., TOP SEC.ReT 
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that----±?. -US: . .,.§~_Qr.~_es ...:~a.dv-isQ.rs, _wJ10...J1a.d..been,..:,.wourided., we.re...,. 
evacua·fedfrom .Lang,:Yei-- g.~.:;_Q_.O.A.\l EST today .(3: 00 PM on 7 
re·br\ia·ry~·ottfh Vietnam time). Fourteen wouni,~.~~ Soutb ...Y.ie..,tnam­
ese.~Ner..e..:.Jll.S.o__.e.v.acuated_,tt .the-:same time:.-- A preliminary report 

' also indicates that aJl-,.g,Y.iJ,_dings.,.~in~the Lang Jlei · camp were 
de:~.tI,.oye~_... JJ1e __military population of the Lang_ Vei Special 
Forces Camp included 18 US Army Special Forces advisors, 49i1 
mem~u~_:g,f the ~u...th~lLi~tnamese Civ-il~an- Irregular Defensew 
G_!_c?~...QX.ganiz~_g._i_uto.three. companies _J1n9.._a1_!}9b.ile. -st.r.ike force, 
and 29 otheJ:._~Q!l~h Vietn~w~s~ per~onnel .. The Khe Sanh Combat 
Bas·e-contfnued to receive enemy fire throughout the night and 
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) until ~i_t:,-oce?.~~Ji~ 
plete~.½ at:. 9:_:47. PM .EST last night_ (J0_:.4.?..AM .on. 7"·~·,February:,
South· v·refr1am..1w· -rhe -a.t .. Khe Sanh·:ail::.£ield -was1.rneJ. r.umia.y_ 
era tered, but _it .was repaire~ anc! _"t:he aJ_rfj._e ld w.as fu.lJy oper_a­

-~jci"n-a+--:":a·t•'g: 307M-:--EST-faf~ ·.n1ght .. (lQ: 30 .. AM on 7 February, South 
Vietharn'"-lTiffe;. _--rn -anoffier action at 9: 40 AM EST yesterday 
(10:40 PM on 6 February, South Vietnam time), the U£.Marine 
company_ OI). Hill 861 w9:._§._,hiP.X.a light-- ground attack fromt the 
s~~tn~.:ii:~Theattack ~Q4~_g._aQout one_hour later. The results 
of the attack havd not yet been reported. 

2. During the past 24 hours, US Air Force B-52 bombers flew 
j.~rt.i.e,s....:,agaj~~! ~~~y___larget_s i_n thtz. .... !9te _Sanh area. The 
number of B-52 sorties flown in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area since 15 
January 1968 now totals 684 with approximately 19,900 total tons 
of bombs delivered on the enemy. 

3. 
•r,J..: 
US.. 

... 
tacti.c..a..l__.a.iLC.i:aft .ilew- -1.99-strike _sor..ties;.'::4-n2sup··pd'rt

'tt'»ll

.oJ uni,J:.s at .Khe_~Sanl.L..du_ring _the past 24 h011rs (83 US Air Force, 
~7 US Marine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 

the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how­
ever, on.~)l-1.arg.e.:_·ex.plos_tQn and l~ other. secondary.:::..~plo­
$~2ns. _were r_e_pQ.rted by ~ical support aircraft _ 

4. During the period, 136-:.shar.:t-~ons.-0.£. s.uppl.ies were 
_g.~_live.red to_ the. Khe Sanh Combat Base by_._~r . ov~L.lla.lf of 
1.!£{fcnwas ::amwun.i-.t1-0-n.• ~.- . 

S. The latest weather observation at 5:00 AM EST (6:00 PM 
7 February, South Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh area 
reflects cloudy conditions with visibility at five miles in 
fog. The forecast for the rext 14 hours is cloudy with low 
ceilings, poor visibility, drizzle and fog. From 9:00 PM EST, 
7 February (10:00 AH, 8 February, South Vietnam time) until 
7:00 AM EST, -8 February (8:00 PM, 8 February, South Vietnam 

.time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light 
rain, higher ceilings and visibility at seven miles. 

• -TCI &isQIHJ'F 2-
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6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties 
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 
Four of the taigets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one 
target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately 
six miles north-northwest of Camp Carroll. 

b. For the period until 11: 00 P1'1 EST today (12: 00 noon 8 
February, South Vietnam time) 152 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled into the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are 
available on •immediate call to augment the scheduled sorties. 
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646 
additional sorties. 

7. u~i~J.int.;·:~units:;..de:fe_n_ding ;t_h~-l(he..-Sanh _ area .h·ave. a ,v~ast 
amqun_!a.\i«~!Xee ..SJ!p.p ort- av a i-l ab-1e to._them __fr_Qffi~.~j:e rn.~J _sou rCxS 
Lrbl75-mm guns, all-weather tactical aircraft, armed heli-

. copters, and B-52 bombers). These _tmi.t.s~_also Jhave considerabl:e:_ 
fire. ower frol]!_ thei ..L.O~tnAJtssigi:ied weapons_, ·which, in addition 
to-a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars 
( 6 0 - mm, 81 -mm, and 4 . 2 inch) , 3 2 10 6 -mm rec o i 11 es s r if 1 es , and 
24 howitzers (105-mm and 155-rnm). Also available·are·t~o 
~his.le.s._which._mount--four-.-S.0.--caliber-machine -guns (quad 50 s) 
each and two t~a~k-~f_p_e V:~hi~l~s w~ tl) twoa.r.J!!.'2..£.ed. 4 0-mm guns
(twi_n. _4Qs) a.ii eacnvehicle. The quad S0s and twin 40s are 
dua!-;..pttrpos·e·ana-c·an oe·u;ed either for air defense or against 
ground targets. In addition, there ....a.r..e.five.M48 tanks_ ,.(90-mrn 
guns) and .J.en li,.gJ1.Lt_,:(..q_~k-~ype__v.el)icles .(ONTOS) o.~ each of which 

• are mounted six 106-mm recoilless rifles.. Because of the sig­
~i~r~aht £Trepower of the units defending Khe Sanh and the 

reinforcing fires .immediately available from the heavy artillery 
east of Khe Sanh along with the supporting strikes of tactical 
aircraft, armed heli~opters and B-52 bombers which ·can be de­
livered against the enemy, iJ _i;;, nQ.L,c..o.nsidere,.d necessary -to 
q~pl_gy...,_.?.,,9-~~i sup,2.9rti_B&.._!i~ap9_i:i_~. to the Khe Sanht-~~nal and~_fp_rce~

.,Comoat Ba..s.e... Jloreover, additional weapons and uni ts within the 
~me~ defensive perimeter would inordinately increase the 
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area, 
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire, 
and would add a significant amount of logistic support require­
ments. It is considered preferable _to --I<;~,!;.ain additional ·-fi:i;e 

~f~I~.°!:.~.--!1:~~AIJS_-·:for__:emp·loyment with... coun.ter.-attacking ·~in· conc~;-f 
~~..lll.O.il.a.ti.9!1-Jlu.C:~s._wJ1.e11-.th~y3~!_#. /4)~ 

EARLE G. WHEELER· 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff
TQP eECR!aT 3 
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ZN~ ~cccc___ _ 

· 0 7 615Z FEB 68: 
· Fl~ COMUSMACV _,. • 
. TO NMCC . DECLASSIFIED 

ClNCPAC '.Authority E.O. J ~ G:i~ SEC. !i (A) and (D)INFO ZEN/CG III MAF DA NANG 
• ZEN/CG ·1 FFORCEV NHA TRANG By .YB ,NARS,Date 3-,?l--7f 

ZEN/CG II FFORCEVLONGBINH 
• ZtN/SA IV CTZ CAN THO 
• ZE NICOR 7TH AIR ·FORCESAIGON 
. .-zEN/COMNAVF'ORV SAIGON 

ZEN/CO STH SFGA NHA TRANG 
• ZEN/MACVFORWARD

BT • 
CO~ FI a·! NT I At FROMMACCOC3 

. SUBJ: SPECIAL TELECON CKHESANH/LANGVEI) CU) 
· 1. AS OF 07!200H FEB: THE ENEMY THECAM?SITUATUION CONTROLLED 

ABOVEGROUND NUMBER 14WITH AN UNDETERMINED OF CIDG ANO AN ESTIMATED 
USASF PERSONNEL HOLEDUP IN BUNKERS ARTILLERY(UNDERGROUND>. AND 
AIR WAS DELIVERED AGAINSTTHE ENEMY AND AN ELEMENT OF BV 33 BATTALION 
ADVISEDBYA USASF SGT ATTEMPTED THE CAMP·TO TO PENETRATE ASSIST IN' 
~~E EXTRACTION PERSONNELOF THE FRIENDLY ONSITE. 

2. AS OF 071630H FEB: A HELIBORNERELIEF FORCE LEDBY USASF 
PERSONNELFROMTHE KHE SANH COMSAT BASE WAS DISPATCHEDWITHTHE 
MISSION OF JOINING WITH THE BV 33 .UNIT IN A RAID ON THE CAMP.GUN­
SHIPS AND TACTICAL AIR.FROMTHE 1ST MARINE AIR WING FIRED SUPPRES~·' 
SIVE FIRE ON THg roe OF THE CAMP IN PREPARATIONFOR THE RAID. 
UN·DER COVER OF THIS FIRE AND PRIOR ro THE ARRIVAL OF' THE RELIEF 
FORCE, THE FRIENDLY PERSONNEL ESCAPE AND EVASION ON SITE TOOK ACTION. 

3. THE RELIEF FORCE PUT DOWN At .. OLD" LANG VEI om 794357) • 
AND MOVED OVERLAND LANG VEI SIXT (XO 78~356). TO THE NEW ENROUTE 
THE RELIEF FORCE ENCOUNTERED WHO13 OF THE 20 US PERSONNEL WERE 
IN THE CAMP AT THE TIME OF THE INITIAL ATTACK. ONE ADDITIONAL US 
PERSONNELWASSUBSEQUEINTLY A TOTAL OF 14 OF 20 USRECOVERED, 
PER.gONN_EL_IJl__ERE_fil:_COVEREQ.•SIX US Pf!:RSO..NNEL.R~~1AI_~___QNA~Ctto"NnoFOR .SINCE 
-NO Rl:ENtRY OF THE C-Al'WSIT~ WAS MAh'tSrtHERELIEF FORCE, THE EXACT • 
STATUS Of THESE SIX IS NOT KNOWN. 

4. THERE REPORTS 70-100ARE UNCONF"IRENED THAT APPROXIMATELY 
OF THE 450 INDIGENOUS F'ORCES ORGINALLY- IN -THE 'CAMP-HAVt""'BE:EN-PICKED 
..UPT.Af·J· NUMBERQI.-IH;S_~_P,.,E_R,,SON.~tE~_ !Q BE-ADDITONAL UNKNOWN ..1'8.E_.ASSUMEO. 
IN AN. ESCA?E AND EVASION S1'1\TUS. • · 

5. THRE[DESTROYED WERE IN THE AREA CONE IN~ -TANKS OBSERVED 
SIDE THE PERIMETER, TWO ON THE ROAD OUTSIDETHE PERIMETER>. IT 
IS BELIEVEDTHAT ENEMY NOW TH~ CAMP AN ESTIMATED COMPANY CONTROLS 
SITE•-r; THE FOREGOING A PRELIMINARYCONSTITUTES REPORT. FUTHER 
.L~FORMATION WILL BE PROVIDED AND REFINEMENT AS AVAILABLE. 
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7 February 1968 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Situatlon in the Kh~ Sanh Area 

1. The enemy has renewed his efforts against US and South 
Vietnamese forces in the Khe Sanh - Lang Vei area. During 
the early morning hours yesterday (approximately 3:00 PM on 
6 February, South Vietnam time) the Khe Sanh Combat Base and 
US Marine units in the surrounding area received 58 rounds 
of mixed mortar fire and an undetermined number of rockets 

·resulting in five US Marines wounded. At 11:45.AM EST yester­
day (12:45 Ai\1 on 7 February, South Vietnam time), the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base began receiving a heavy volume of rocket and 
mortar fire. At approximately the same time, the Lang Vei· 
Special Forces Camp came under a heavy ground attack by an 
estimated enemy infantry company supported by nine armored 
ve.hicles believed to be Soviet PT-76 Amphibious Tanks (des­
cription attached). By 1:50 PM EST (2:50 AM on 7 February, 

·south Vietnam time) five of the tanks were reported to have 
been damaged or destroyed. The attacking enemy also directed 
heavy supporting mortar and artillery fire on the Lang Vei 
defenses, and an aerial observer saw the enemy ¢mploying 
flame-throwers in the assault on Lang Vei. Despite poor 
weather conditions US tactical aircraft provided continual 
close air support during the heavy fighting and the Khe Sanh 
Comb~t Base delivered a large volume of supporting artillery 
fire throughout the battle. The supporting fire included 28 
rounds of· 105-mm COFRAM ammunition,but no report of its 
effectiveness has been received. The-intensity of the fight­
ing began to diminish at 10:0'0 PM EST last night (11:00 AM on 
7 February, South Vietnam time). US tactical aircraft contin­
ued to strike enemy concentrations throughout the Khe Sanh -
Lang Vei area during the day (7 February, South Vietnam time). 
A reaction force was en route to Lang·Vei at 3:30 AM EST this 
morning (4:30 PM on·7 February, South Vietnam time). Latest 
reports indicate fi~hting still prevails, but on a limited 
scale. There are no reports as yet of the exact -extent of 
enemy or friendly.casualties, but a preliminary report states 
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that 16 US Special Forces advisors, who had been wounded, were 
evacuated from Lang Vei at·Z:00 AM EST today (3:00 PM on 7 
February, South Vietrtam time). Fourteen wounded South Vietnam-­
ese were also evacuated at the same time. ·A preliminary report 
also indicates that all buildings in the Lang Vei camp were .... --­
destroyed. The military population 6f the Lang Vei Special 
·Forces Camp included 18 US Army S~ecial Forces advisors, 494 
members of the ~uth Vietnamese Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group organized into three companies and a mobile strike force,· 
and 29 other So~th Vietnamese personnel. The Khe Sanh Combat 
Base continued to receive enemy fire throughout the night and 
early morning hours (South Vietnam time) until it ceased com­
pletely at 9:47 PM EST last night (10:47 AM on 7 February, 
South Vietnam time). The runway at Khe Sanh airfield was 
cratered, but it was repaired and the airfield was fully opera­
tional at 9:30 PM EST last night (10:30 AM on 7 February, South 
Vietnam time). In another action at 9:40 AM EST yesterday 
(10: 40 P~1 on 6 February, South· Vietnam time), the US Marine 
company on Hill 861 was hit by,a light grourtd attack from the 
southeast. The attack ended:about one hour later. The results 
of _the'._attack have not yet been repd~-ted .

. _:/ ... :: < .... i: • - • .·_ ~/-).;-:-:: 
..::-2 .. Puring _·t.he past 24 hours, US Air Force B- 52 bombers flew 

30- so_i:ties:::'.a:ga"inst enemy targets in the Khe Sanh area. The 
number ·of B;s1~sorties flown in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area since 15 
Ja~uary 196i~i~w tota1~'684 with approximately 19,900 total tons 
of bombs delivered on the enemy . 

. 3. US tacticai airc~aft flew 199 strike sorties in support 
of units at Khe Sanh during ·the 'past 24 hours (83 US Air Force, 
67 US Marine Corps, 49 US Navy). Bomb damage assessment of 
the reported air sorties was somewhat hindered by weather, how- • 

_·ever, one very large explosion and 15 other secondary explo-
sions were reported by tactical support aircraft. 

• 4. During t~e period,·136. short.tons ~f supplies were.- '\; 
de~ivered to th~ ~he Sanh Combat Bas_e by air_;- over half of 
which was ammunition. . . ;_ • · • - -i 

5. 3he latest weather observation at 5:00 AM EST (6:00 PM 
7 February, South•Vietnam time) today in the Khe Sanh _area 
reflects cloudy cond-itions with visibility at ·f_ive miles in 
fog. The forecast for the rext 14 hours is cloudy with low 
ceilings,. poor visibil~ ~y ,. drizzle and fog. From 9: 00 PM EST, 
7 February (10: 00 A.ivl, 8· F.ebruary, South Vietnam time) until 
7: 00 AM EST, 8 February ·,cs:00 PM, 8 February, South Vie.tnam 
time) the outlook is improved: cloudy with intermittent light·. 
rain, higher ceili_ngs and visibility at se_ven mile·s. 

"".. : -
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6. Planned operations in support of Khe Sanh: 

a. During the next 24 hours, 39 US Air Force B-52 sorties 
are scheduled against targets in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 
Four of the targets are in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, and one 
target is adjacent to the Demilitarized Zone, approximately 
six miles north-northwest of Camp Carro~l. 

b. For the period until 11: oo··PM 'EST today (12: 00 noon 8 
February, South Vietnam time) 15 2 •tactical air sorties are 
scheduled inio the Khe Sanh area. 16 additional sorties are 
available on immediate call to augm·ent the scheduled sorties. 
An additional 396 US Air Force and 250 US Navy sorties could 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area, for a total of 646 
additional sorties. • 

7. US Marine units defending the Khe Sanh area have a vast .· 
amount of fire support availaole to them from external sources 
(16 175-mm guns, all-weather tactical aircraft, armed heli­
copters, arid B-52 bombers). These units also have considerable 
fire _power from their own assigned weapons, which, in addition 
to a large number of automatic weapons, include 102 mortars 
(60-rr~, 81-mm, and 4.2 inch), 32 106-mm recoilless rifles, and 
24 howitzers (105-mm and 155-mm). Also available are two 
vehicles which mount four .SO caliber machine guns (quad S0s) 
each and two track-type armored vehicles with. two 40-mm guns 
(twin 40s) on each vehicle. The quad S0s and twin 40s are 
dual-purpose and can be u;ed either for air defense or against 
ground targets. In addition, there are five M48 tanks (90-mm 
guns) and· ten light track~type v~hicles (ONTOS) on each of which 

• are mounted six 106-mm recoilless rifle.s .... .-Because of the sig­
nificant fire power of the units defending~·Khe ·Sanh and the 
reinforcing fires immediately available from the heavy artillery 
east of Khe Sanh along with the s·upporting strikes of tactical 
aircraft, armed helicopters and B- 52 bombers wfrich can b·e. de­
livered against the enemy, it is not considered necessary to 
deploy additional supporting weapons and forces to the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base. Moreover, additional.weapons and units within the 
Khe Sanh defensive perimeter would inordinately increai~ the 
concentration of our resources in a relatively confined area, 
correspondingly increasing the risk of losses to enemy fire, 
and would .add a significant amount of logistic ~upport require­
ments. It is considered preferable to retain additional fire 
support means for employment in concert with counter-attacking 

arid exploitation forces when t~e:. a~t#. /4)~. 

• .·~ EARL~E G. WHEELER 
. ' /, .. 

Chairman• • ·• · · Joint Chiefs of Staff 
·3 
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THE WHITE HOUSE.• 
WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Herewith We sty' reports minor 
operations at Khe Sanh. 

Weather operational for both resupply 
and tactical air support. 
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Thursday, February 8, 1968 

Follow~n~ is the text of a cable sent by General Westmoreland 
at 5:22 AM this morning. 

This is the fourth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
period from midnight EST February 7 to midnight EST February 8. 

During this period the Khe San_h combat base continued to_receive sporad.f~ 
~~tllin&..,i~om .. mortar-and ro·ckets throughout the afternoon and night. 

By 3: OOam February 7 {h.i~ty:. two __p~rs ons __had __been helilifted from 
~ng_Y~i special forces camp, .including 14 .Americans. Three 

helicopters received enemy fire in the extraction resulting in one 
pilot being wounded. Three enemy tanks are reported to have been 
destroyed iri the Lang Vei area. 

At 4:25 pm the Marine _outpost southwest of Khe Sanh started receiving 
rock~t and mortar fire, followed by a ground attack. The attack 
continued until 5:45 pm. The ene_my pe_n~.t.r.ated tlt~ ..w.ir.~of the 
platoon qutpost _:l)Ut ~.a_s_~e.2uls~d. The enemy broke contact by 
6 .'? 0 -- ., ..... -- .-

- :.:1 ·pm. 

At 8: 00 pm a Marine reinforcing element moved into position at the 
outpost. The position continued to receive sporadic incoming fire 
throughout the morning {last evening Washington time). The enemy 
fire was returned but with unknown results .. During the period 
gne. Marine was _reported killed~ and two Marines were wounded and 
evacuated.-

At 10:45 pm EST an air observer reported four enemy tanks southwest 
of Khe Sanh. Air strikes were run and i!.,is believed t~_at two of the 
l_a~ks were disabl~d. An air observer also reported siting 20 vehicles 
movi_ng in a westerly direction five kilometers west of Lang Vei. Air 
strikes were conducted with unknown results. 

During the period Marine tactical air flew 44 sorties in support of the 
area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties, the Navy 37,. for a tqtaLo£ J.I2. 
!2~ti~~ ......Four Arc Light strikes (35 sorties) were flown against targets 
in the Niagara· area. Reported bomb damage assessment as the result 
of the Arc Light strikes included..th::.ee-secondary fires and numerous 
s e.condary_e~pl.o i;;i_ons .. -

Tl!~_.logistics._.s.tatus remains satisfactory in the Khe.Sanh area. Airlift 
resupply provided 12 s or·t on-s of suppli~s, 4. tons cf which was. - -- -~- ....- ----- ....,,.. - -~ ..... 

https://included..th


ammunition. Individual-~--~ ......~... combat rations were increased 
~ 

from 15 ~ 
to 26 days. 

• 4- ·"' ~ -- • 

No COFRAM type ammunition was expended during this period. 

For the period encompassing the 24-hours of February 8 EST, 
seven Arc Light· strikes (45 sorties) will be flown in the Niagara 
area. Tactical sorties inculde 44 Marine, 48 Air Force, and 
52 Navy, for a total of 144 sorties. The Marines will have 16 
aircraft on c;:all for the Khe Sanh area while the Air Force will have 
120 sorties on alert. Additional sorties that could theoretically 
be diverted into the Khe Sanh area total 406 Air Force, 250 Navy, 
for a grand total of 656. 

Enemy unit identifications in the Khe Sanh area remain the same as 
previously reported. 

T,b.~~e~!~·..2n tl.!~__afte:rnoon of- February 7 was marginal fol'. 
flying with a ce1.ling of 1, 500 feet. The period from 7: 00 am to 
7: 00 pm was poor with low ceilings and visibility as low as one third 
to one half miles in fog. Weather conditions improved to marginal at 
7:00 pm, with ceilings of 2,000 feet and good visibility. 

Tl!.e~_.forecast is fo.:c..marginal to. good conditions in the afternoon and:.. 
eve~!_?-g_QLto_da_y._.with_cei}i~gs_vary_ing from 2,000 to 3,000 fe~t. Early 
fomorrow the weather will become poor, with low clouds and 
visibilities restricted to one quarter to one mile in fog. By morning 
the weather should improve again to marginal, with ceilings of 
1, 500 feet. 
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Mr. President: 

Herewith a supplementary from 
Gen. Wheeler on Khe Sanh. 

,JI~ Rostow 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-2972-68 
8 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

10Subject: Situation in the Khe ~anh Area Authority Jc..5 -3-?R 
ARS, Date 3 -/t-?7_ 

You ha_ve received General Westmoreland' s fourth report on 
the Khe Sanh area, covering the period through 11:00 PM EST, 
7 February 1968. I have received additional information from 
General Westmoreland and Admiral Sharp which is reported in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland informed me that he has issued 
instructions to General Weyand (Comm.anding General, II Field 
Force ) to arrange for a US unit to be brought into the race 
track area of Saigon. This will release Vietnamese troops to 
put more pressure on enemy elements in the city. Although 
General Westmoreland is reluctant to take this step, he feels that 
it is essential to push ARVN to greater action to clean up Saigon. 
Additionally, as I -told you yesterday, he plans to move a battalion 
of the 101st Airborne Division to Hue/Phu Bai. Also, a Vietnamese 
Marine Battalion will be moved to Hue/Phu Bai to replace one of the 
depleted Vietnamese airborne battalions in that area. He indicates 
that he may follow these deployments with two more Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions into that area. 

You may be interested to know that, yesterday, as a result of 
an ambush of an enemy party by US forces west of Saigon, a North 
Yietnamese passport containing a Cambodian visa, stamped Phnom 
Penh, and a baggage claim check from Phnom Penh, were taken from 
one of the bodies. The party had a sophisticated radio, believed to be 
single sideband. • It was reported that this appeared to be a most 
important group. 

~:.[ ijf __ cop.Ios 



Regarding the North Vietnamese air threat, Admiral Sharp 
has assured me that all concerned have been watching this activity 
closely and that all forces have been alerted to this p:>tential 
threat. In this regard, air strikes are being conducted_ daily at 
Vinh and Bai Thuong airfields to preclude their being used as 
forward staging bases for MIG operations. These airfields are 
being seeded with 500 pound bombs wfrh influence fuzes (Mark 36s) 
as necessary to harass and disrupt repair operations. Additionally, 
fighter cover is being provided for B-52s operating in the DMZ and 
Mu Gia Pass areas. A full re_port on the air threat will be provided 
separately as requested by you. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 

CM-2993-68 
9 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFIED 

Auth ity JC.5 lt>-3- 7?Subject: Situation in Vietnam 
Yrl/P ,NRS,Da_~-/l>-77 

You have received General Westmoreland's fifth report on the 
situation in Khe Sanh through 11:00 PM EST, 8 February 1968. 
I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:30 AM EST this m.orning 
and obtained some additional information which is contained in 
the succeeding paragraphs. 

Yesterday was fairly quiet. The enemy appears to be tired. 
However, General Westmoreland expects the second cycle of 
attacks to begin soon and he has been getting ready for these 
attacks. 

In Khe Sanh, B-52 and tactical air strikes continue to pound 
the area. The weather is marginal in that area and bad along the 
coast. 

In Hue/Phu Bai, three ARVN Airborne Battalions are down to 
the approximate strength of 160 men each. General Westmoreland 
is reinforcing with three Vietnamese Marine Battalions - one to be 
airlifted into Hue today, one tomorro~, and one the day after. In 
addition, one battalion of the 101st Airborne Division will be 
deployed to Hue/Phu Bai tomorrow. A second battalion of the 101st 
will be moved to Hue by landing ships. There have been reports 
out of I Corps that the Citadel in Hue has been cleared of enemy; 
however, General Westmoreland can neither confirm nor deny 
this yet. 



. 
I • 

The situation in Dalat is clearing up~ although there is still 
some fighting in the western part of the city. In Saigon, there 
have been some skirmishes. 

The IV Corps area, according to General Westmoreland, is in 
good· shape. He is concentrating his Riverine Force at My Tho. 

The Provisional Field Army Headquarters, to be called 
MACV Forward, under General Abrams (who continues in his 
capacity as Deputy COMUSMACV) will open tomorrow, to control 
all forces generally in the area of the I Corps Tactical Zone. I 
previously reported this to you, but the events since TET have 
delayed the establishment of this headquarters. 

,-8 /J Ji j Iv'/?b✓ilt~ '71, t/l,ifuc.(;,iv 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 
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INFOF· .ATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday; February 9, 1968 
9:15 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith We sty's latest· on Khe 
Sanh. 
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Friday, February 9, 1968 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the fifth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 24 hour 
period of Thursday, February 8, 1968. 

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive sporadic mortar, rocket, and harassing small 
arms and sniper fire. A total of 21 Marines were killed and 27 were 
wounded and evacuated. There were 124 enemy killed, one captured, and 
27 individual and 23 crew-served weapons captured as a result of the 
enemy mortar and ground attack on the Marine Company yesterday morning. 

Marine aircraft flew 49 sorti_es in support of the Khe Sanh area while 
the Air Force flew 101, and the Navy flew 77, for a total of 22 7. Ten secondary 
fires and one secondary explosion were reported. Three personnel carriers 
and a "tank-like" vehicle were destroyed, and 10 other vehicles were damaged. 
The latter was the action taken against the enemy tanks and vehicles sighted 
yesterday southwest and west of Khe Sanh. 

Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (39) sorties were run in the Niagara area. 
Four of these strikes were in proximity to Khe Sanh. Marine units in the 
area fired 5543 rounds of mortar and artillery ammunition. 

The Khe Sanh logistics position continues to improve. A total of 214 
short tons of supplies were airlifted in during the period for ari increase of 
87 short tons. The bulk of the airlift was the delivery of 140 short tons of 
ammunition. 41. 5 short tons of engineering equipment, including bunkering 
material, and 24 short tons of vehicles were also delivered. Airlift resupply 
is being accomplished with Air Force C-130 and C-123 .Aircraft and Marine 
C-130 and CH-53 helicopters. The 26 days of individual combat rations 
reported yesterday was not correct. The revis_ed status of these ratios is 12 
days. The ammunition stocks are adequate, the lowest being 11 days for the 
105 MM howitzers. No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

- S.ECRE-'I-_ 
DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ 9(,-/'}g 

ByU/.7 , NARA, Date 'i -ll- --/?'f. 
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For the next period, four ARC LIGHT strikes (27 sorties) will be· 
flown in support of Khe Sanh. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties 
{additional 16 on call), the Air Force plans 74 sorties, and the Navy 52., in 
support of Khe Sanh, for a total of 172 sorties. The Air Force will also 
have 128 tactical air sorties on call, and· a potential of diverting pre-planned 
strikes from other areas for a total of 631 sorties (Air Force 381, Navy 250). 

There is no new information on enemy identification, strengths, and 
capabilities. 

The weather in the Khe Sanh area for the early afternoon of the 8th 
February was good but about 2:00 PM it became marginal. Fog formed at 
about 8:00 PM making the weather poor for the rest of the night and for the 
morning of the 9th. The forecast for the afternoon of the 9th is for marginal 
weather. The formation of fog by 8:00 PM will make the rest of the night 
poor with improvement to marginal again by noon on the 12th. 

We have undertaken to evacuate the BV-33 Laotian Battalion., their 
dependents, and other refugees from the immediate Khe Sanh area. We will 
back-load resupply aircraft and take them to Danang for onward shipment to 
Laos. I am hoping we can arrange for other than military aircraft for the leg 
from Danang to Laos. The evacuation is underway and I will inform you as 
we proceed. 

SECRJ!:T 
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WASHINGTON 

Saturday, February 10, 1968 
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Mr. President: 

Herewith We sty 1 s late st on Khe Sanh • 
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Saturday, _February 10, 1968, 9:15 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the sixth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
24-hour ·period of February 9, 1968 (Washington time). 

During the reporting period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the 
outlying areas continued to receive sporadic shelling from mortars, with 
occasional rocket rounds reported. 

The night of February 9 - 10 was characterized by brief contacts 
with exchanges of small arms fire and grenades. At 10:15 AM EST a 
Marine Listening Post about three kilometers northwest of the Khe Sanh Base 
received small arms fire and grenade's in conjunction with a ground attack by 
an estimated 35 to 40 enemy. The Listening Post withdrew to the company 
perimeter and the Marine Company then received seven satchel charges in 
the perimeter wire, with two enemy penetrating the outer wire. In the face of 
the defense action, the enemy did not press the attack. This action resulted 
in two Marines killed and three other receiving minor wounds. The extent 
of the enemy casualties is unknown. 

At midnight last night C-130 aircraft received enemy fire about 
two miles southwest of the Khe Sanh airstrip while approaching for a landing. 
The aircraft caught fire and was completely destroyed, resulting in two 
killed, four critically injured, and three missing. 

During this period Marine Tactical Air flew 34 sorties. The 
Air Force flew 66 sorties,, the Navy flew 63, for a total of 163 sorties in the 
Khe Sanh Area. • The Marine air strikes produced several secondary explosions 
while the Air Force reported three secondary explosions, four secondary fires, 
and three trucks destroyed. 

SEGRE'P-
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Photo reconnaissance obtained confirms the presence of 
several PT-76 tanks in the Lang Vei area. There were four ARC 
LIGHT strikes (27 sorties} run in the Niagara area in support of the 
Khe Sanh Base and its environs. 

On February 9 the Ground Control Facility at the Khe Sanh 
was rendered inoperative due to enemy fire. As a result only three 
C-130 aircraft were able to resupply with 32 short tons of cargo. Twenty­
two short tons of the resupply was petroleum, oil, and lubricants, and the 
remaining ten short tons were individual combat rations. The level of 
stocks of all classes remains adequate. The Ground Control equipment 
was back in operation today. No COFRAM type ordnance was used during 
the period. For the· period midnight Friday to midnight Saturday EST, 
there will be six ARC LIGHT strikes (39 sorties} flown in the Niagara 
area. Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, while 
the Air Force has 88 sorties planned, and the Navy has 100 planned, for a 
total of 232 sorties. The Air Force has 120 additional sorties on alert. 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

On February 9 the weather was poor in the afternoon with cloud 
ceilings of 700 feet and fog. By 4: 00 PM the weather conditions began to 
deteriorate with zero visibility by 8: 00 PM. The weather improved to 
marginal early Saturday morning and there was good visibility. The weather 
then remained marginal the rest of the morning. The forecast for the· period 
noon Saturday to noon Sunday is for marginal weather to continue until about 
8: 00 PM. At this time the formation of fog will make the weather poor with 
visibilities of less then l mile. Conditions will improve to marginal by 11: 00 AM 
on February 11 with ceilings of 1200 feet. 

The first two groups _of Lao personnel (83 total} arrived in Danang. 
All are personnel of the BV-33 Battalion. They are housed on the Danang 
Air Base. Rations are being furnished. U.S. and local relief officials have 
made arrangements for_ sanitation, water, and other necessities. Embassy 
Vietiane has ·responded in this matter and we expect that either Lao Aircraft 

_or Air America will eventually transport the Laotians to their destination.· 

i:i,GRET 
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THE WHITE HOU;;.;,::_ 

WASHINGTON 
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Saturday, February 10, 1968 
1:45 p. m. ~------
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Mr. President: )1/_ 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's 
late st situation report . 

.-. 
- T<OP SEC.El!!':F -

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority .sl..~L-~~,.aL,::..L!.-~!::::U~ 
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CM-2999-68 
10 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT DECJ.ISuIF ED 

Authority JCS IIJ-3.:.7? ~ Subject: Situation in Vietnam 
By ---c'{P,NA.RS, Da e 3 -I b - 7 o/ 

You have received General Westmoreland's sixth report on 
the situation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM 
EST, 9 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 8:00 
AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the situation 
in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding paragraphs. 

General Westmoreland assesses the current situation as 
similar to that which prevailed in China in 1948, in that the Red 
Chinese moved their people into the cities and then besieged the 
cities. In this connection, he is continuing his preparations for 
an anticipated second cycle of attacks. He is also striving to 
reopen the roads, so as to permit the resupply of food. He reports 
that there is plenty of rice in Saigon and Danang. 

General Westmoreland considers that the enemy may use tanks 
in the eastern part of.the DMZ area, and he is sending General 
Abrams to talk to the com.i.--nanders in that area about this potential 
threat. General Westmoreland is concerned about the impact a 
tank attack might have upon the ARVN units, and accordingly, 
General Momyer is developing plans for the use of Napalm and Zuni 
rockets against any tank attack in that area. 

The Hue/Phu Bai•area is, as was reported yesterday, being 
reinforced by three Vietnamese Marine Battalions. Presently, 
three-fifths of the city is controlled by South Vietnamese forces; 
however, General Westmoreland estimates that there are some 
2 1 booViet Cong still in Hue. 

. I Qt" C"":'\•lr"cy .,- ·--- vp c~ 
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There are five battalions of the Americal Division south of 
Danang. There was heavy fighting there yesterday, and it is 
reported that elements of the 2d North Vietnamese Division are 
now pulling back. 

The KC-130 which was destroyed in Khe Sanh was hit on 
landing by a 12. 7 mm machine gun; as the aircraft landed, the 
POL aboard exploded. 

The II Corps area was relatively quiet. There is still fighting 
in Dalat, but we are making headway there. Elements of the 33d 
North Vietnamese Regiment have been located south of Ban Me 
Thuot along the river. Kontum is quiet. In Dak To, a lieutenant 
who defected from the 174th Nor~h Vietnamese Regiment reported 
that one -third of his regiment had been killed. In Binh Dinh 
Province, the ROK forces have been doing well, killing some 800 
members of the 3d North Vietnamese Division in the Qui Nhon area. 

In Long 'An Province, 123 enemy were killed and 17 captured, 
one of whom was a North Vietnamese from Cambodia - - significantly, 
several brand new weapons, o~ Red Chinese make {still in cosmoline) 
we re captured. In the capital, Viet Cong assassins killed eight 
policemen. 

General Westmoreland has intelligence of an expected attack on 
Tan Son Nhut tonight, and has made preparations for this. 

The IV Corps area was also relatively quiet. The Rive.rine 
Force killed 83 enemy in the My Tho area, where there is an enemy 
build-up. General Westmoreland hopes to reopen Highway 4 by 
Sunday night. 

MACV Forward, the Provisional Field Army Headquarters which 
I mentioned in my memorandum to you yesterday, has opened. 
General Abrams will operate from that headquarters from time to time. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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THE WHITE HOUSl 

WASHINGTON 

'i'Of! SEGRE I 

Sunday, February 11, 1968 
11:35 a. m. 

Mr~ President: 

Herewith Gen. Wheeler's 
supplementary report from We sty, 
including the possibility of their 
using ground-to- ground missiles on 
their tanks. . J _ 

r~ 1).,.,-. #I, F t>d JJ,., • ~ • 

l.%>:i)t(Ro stow 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3001-68 
11 Fe bruar-X' 1968 

ME.MORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
DECLASSIFI D 

Sudoject: Situation in Vietnam Au tho ity .J C.5 _.:l~t>:::..::-:.=3:.....-..:..l...!:R'~~~::::'.k:::::­

By ,<('fld , NAI S, Date 3_:../t- 7/ 
You have received General Westmoreland's seventh report on 

{h~ ;ituation in the Khe Sanh area for the period through 11:00 PM 
E.S'T, 10 February 1968. I talked to General Westmoreland at 
i:t':, AM EST this morning and obtained the information on the 
~ ihtdion in Vietnam which is contained in the succeeding para­
ir~phs. 

As General Westmoreland's report indicated, Khe Sanh airfield 
wa.s shelled yesterday. A C-130 aircraft was hit by fragments of a 
mortar shell upon landing, damaging its hydraulic system; they may 
be a :)le to repair this aircraft tomorrow. General Westmoreland 
y>la.Yl3to use C-123 and Caribou aircraft in resupplying Khe Sanh and, 
bv meet this need, has had General Momyer convert for airlift use 
SOM~ C-123s used in the defoliation effort. 

Sniper fire continued in Hue. The first of the three Vietnamese 
Marine Battalions to reinforce in Hue arrived there yesterday; in 
add.:ition, elements of a US Marine Battalion were moved in. There 
wa.s heavy fighting south of Danang, resulting in 195 enemy killed. 
'The·re was light contact on the outskirts of Dalat. 

The attack on Ta:r:i Son Nhut did materialize as General Westmoreland 
e:xpected, resulting in 196 enemy killed and 170 or so weapons captured. 

In the IV Corps area there was light contact in several towns. 

A rallier (defector) taken at Khe Sanh gave information on the 
following order of enemy attack: (1) Lang Vei; (2) Con Thien; (3) Khe 
Sar"V\. He stated also that he had seen near Thanh Hoa several weeks 



ago about 20 missiles mounted on PT-76 Amphibious Tank chassis 
(the PT-76 was used at Lang Vei). General Westmoreland indicated 
these could be FROG missiles (see attachment) and that this could 
be the "big surprise" which the Soviet correspondent in Hanoi wrote 
about recently. Other possibilities for the "big surprise", in General 
Westmoreland's view, could be the use of SA-2 missiles near the 
D~Z, air strikes in the DMZ area by IL-28s, and MIG attacks against 
B-52s. General Westmoreland and his commanders are alert to all of 
these possibilities and taking appropriate measures. 

In addition, General Westmoreland provided me the following 
assessment of South Korean and Australian troops in Vietnam: 

"South Korean and Australian forces have aggressively and 
professionally fought the enemy wherever and whenever encountered. 
In addition to providing very capable defense of their own tactical 
areas of responsibility (TAOR) the presence of these allies has 
provided us the flexibility for redeployment of our own more 
mobile forces to contend with other threat areas. It is also 
significant that Highway 1 has remained open through the length 
of the Korean TAOR during the current situation. The fact that 
the more dramatic events of well coordinated enemy attacks have 
bypassed Korean and Australian areas is attributable to an extent 
to the emphasis of enemy strategy." 

~-8:UJtJL 
EARLE G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Attachments 
FROG Missile 
PT-76 Amphibious Tank 
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~· THE WHITE Hou..,C: 
WASHINGTON 

February 11, 1968 -
Sunday 11:05 run 

Mr. Pres-ident: 

Here is Gen. Westsoreland's 
morning report. 

Figures on the Khe Sanh 
supply situation are given on 
page 2. 

~ 
Bromley Smith 
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SEGRB~EYESO:NLY 

Sunday, February 11, 1968 

Following is the text of a~--~ 

This is the seventh report on the~~~~$~area and coveres a period of 24-
hours ending at midnight last night. 

luring the reporting period the Khe Sanh combat base and the surrounding 
area continned to receive-~ 
~_m,~~llt,'a:~~~9J. Between 7:17 February 10 and noon February 10 
units had brief exchanges of small arms fire and grenades on the western 
end of the perimeter and western outposts resulting in three enemy killed. 
At 7:15 February 10 a trip flare exposed 14 enemy just west of Khe Sanh 
near the wire. An exchange of fire resulted in one enemy killed. At noon 
February 10 lights were spotted moving between Hills 861 and 8818, and metallic 
noises were heard. Lights and noises were fired on with unknown results. 
Tactical air strike runs during the period resulted in four secondary ex­
plosions. 

Several enemy encroachments toward friendly positions and increasing enemy 
pressure was noted during the period. @!t~~"I-in t=i.e area ~:..~A~~~ 

~~~~5~'lt~f~~~~~:1%1~~~b~~~Cl:i~B'i~i~~~I?~~r re~ew 
of all 106mm recoilless rifle, 3.5 rocket launchers, light-antitank weapon, 
and tank positions has been conducted to ensure complete coverage of all 
likely tank approaches. 

Latest information received on the M9.rine C-130 crash which was reported 
yesterday reveals that the aircraft is believed to have received 50-caliber 
machine gun fire on its approach. The aircraft was loaded with POL which 
caught on fire and burned upon landing resulting in two killed and· four 
wounded in critical c·ondition and three missing. Search continues for the 
missing. D.lring the period a total of 2,985 rounds of various caliber and 
types of mortar/artillery was fired in response to enemy efforts in the area. 

~~_ftaE1ab~JJIMr~OnJ~;;J'-,~►-..tt'i~1MKit3k4&t.4' 
~i~S'L·siiia-{*jJ- Aside from the tactical strikes mentioned, there were 
five additional_secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires, 42 enemy killed, 
two bridges damaged, and 193 military structures destroyed. 

14!~hdf d.ifiiftftDl;~·sffii~~.-ttcwwwe~~A&- There were ~-- iffl~J: J~~..... -~;h~~ 

no sightings of enemy vehicles. 

Cl~~~~!;Jt!!~.1~2~1~ during the period delivering a 
total 975 tons of ordnance in the Niagara area. 

• .:...~•.... •-~--:~~~following the C-130 crash of 
and received a total of 53 short tons of supplied. The resupplies 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 129 ... 8, cc. -3.6 
NL.J ~-35' 

By CJ.1 , A 
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represented four of the five classes, class I, rations, excepted. Unfavorable 
weather continues to effect air resupply in the northern highlands; however, 
early sorties-were able to land on February 11, without the aid of the ground 
control facility. Requisitions received from Khe Sanh on the night of 
February 10 are being scheduled for air deli~ery or air drop on February 11. 

The Khe Sanh dump or ammo supply point status reported as number of days 
on hand on February 11 is as follows: Class I: ~1l~~Gl:m:5~1i~1ff; 
Class III: •g;~iil~~r~~~ jet fuel, 4 days on hand; motor.\Y:!~~l!!?F1'!~5~ 
fuel, 6 days on hand and diese:_.,.~uel~---~ days on h_and; Class V: ~[}!~±91) 
--:.:~1:~~FIL~~l!lf~,w2.:B!i"".':]~~ 81mm, 17 days on hand; 90mm,94 days 
on nanct.;4.2 inch shells, 3b days on hand; 105mm, 10 days on hand and 155mm, 
25 days on hand. ·class V (firecracker). 105 mm, 5 days on hand; 155mm, 
5 days on hand; 40mm, 5 days on hand and hand grenades, 10 days on hand. 
The ammo supply point status of anti-tank ordnance, not including basic loads 
on position is as follows: 90mm head, 478 rounds; 66mm rocket, 190 rounds; 
Ml.9mines, 100 mines and 106mm head, 316 rounds. NarE: Firecracker a~imo is 
_COFRAM. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

For the next 24-hour period Marine tactical air plans 44 sorties in support 
of Khe Sanh, while the Air Force has 76 scheduled and the Navy has 100, for 
a total of 220 sorties. The .Marines will have 16 aircraft on call for additional 
runs, and the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Five Arc Light 
strikes (33 sorties) are scheduled in support of the Khe Sanh area. 

The weather for the afternoon of February 10 was marginal and deteriorated to 
poor after noon EST with zero visibility in fog by 3:00 PM EST, February 10. 
Weather conditions continued to be poor through the morning of February 11. 
The forecast for the afternoon of February 11 is for marginal weather conditions. 
By 8:00 AM EST fog and low clouds will cause poor weather which will last until 
10:00 AM EST on the 12th of February. Conditions should improve to marginal 
with cloud ceilings increasing to 1,200 feet by mid-night February 11. 

Lao personnel evacuated from Khe Sanh and now located at Da.Nang for on­
shipment to Laos, total 114. Four persons remain to be evacuated on February 
11, including the BV-33 battalion commander. Arrangements are underway to 
transport the Lao personnel to ultimate destination by Lao aircraft. 
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. . . i THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA!SHINGTON 

;;;;;::.11£Gfc£1" 

Monday, February 12, 1968 
8:30 a. m.-,~'\ 

'-- Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy 1 s daily report on 
Khe Sanh. 

',,.. 
We will send up shortly a table on 

the supply situation. 

IJIJ.-~ostow 
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Monday, February 12, 1968, 8:20 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eighth report on the Khe Sanh area and covers the 
24-hour period of February 11, 1968. 

During the period the Khe Sanh Combat Base and the surrounding 
area continued to receive heavy enemy shelling by mortars, rockets, and 
artillery. By 1:00 AM the shelling had subsided to sporadic incoming and 
terminated at 3:00 AM. Early Sunday morning a 122Mlv1 rocket impacted 
15 feet away from a Air Force C-130 in the process of off-loading troops, 
resulting in one killed and four wounded and evacuated. The aircraft was 
damanged, but repairs are underway and hopefully it can be flown out today. 

A helicopter conducting medical evacuation on Hill 861 received 
•small arms fire resulting in one wounded and evacuated. 

Two Navy aircraft dropped eight tanks of tear gas on a village 
eight kilometers southwest of Khe Sanh and followed with air strikes. No 
movement was observed from the village. 

For the period there were four Marines killed and eight wounded, 
including those mentioned above. Two thousand two hundred and five rounds 
of mortar and artillery were fired by friendly forces. Tactical air sorties for 
the period totalled 258, Marine Tactical Air flew 75 sorties, and reported 
one road cut, four secondary fires, and one tank destroyed. The Air Force 
and Navy Tactical flew 88 and 95 sorties respectively, reporting six road cuts, 
four military structures destroyed, one secondary explosion, eight secondary 
fires, and one bridge damaged. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were 
flown in the Niagara area. 

Aerial resupply of Khe Sanh increased to 83 short tons on February 11. 
.A.nununition and engineer bunkering material accounted for 40 and 25 short 
tons respectively. Seventeen short tons of replacement were delivered along 
with one short ton of medical supplies. C-123 Aircraft are providing air landed 
delivery to the Khe ·sanh Airfield and air drops from C-130 Aircraft began at 11:00 
hours. 

No .COFRAM Type Ordnance was used during the period. 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSO letter JAN.3 1979Authority _________ ~ 
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For the next 24 hours Marine Air Plans 44 Tactical Air Sorties, 
the Air Force will run 74, while the Navy plan 100, for a total of 218 
ta~tical air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. I have just ins.tructed 
Momyer to increase the above with emphasis in the B-52 ring. 

The Marines will have 16 aircraft on call. The Air Force will 
have 120 sorties on call. There will be five ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) 
run in the Niagara area. 

There is no change in enemy unit identification in the area. 

The weather was poor on the afternoon of February 11. Cloud 
ceilings were 500 to 700 feet and visibilities were 3 to 5 miles in fog. By 
6:00 PM the fog increased and visibility was reduced to 1/16 of a mile. The 
weather remained poor all night and through the morning hours. The weather 
is forecast to remain poor until about mid-morning on February 13. During 
this period cloud ceilings will remain 600 feet or lower and visibilities will 
be near zero at night. Late on the morning of the 13th weather should improve 
to marginal. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

INFORMATION 

_Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968 
__._i~CRJi'T a..... 9 :45 a. m. 

'r Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh daily, plus the 
supply table. 

. I _ .• 

You will note he plans to move to a daily 
air drop of 140 tons . 

.:;&1 A.. attachment 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-,. 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968 
ilt'iiPiiT 9 :45 a. m. 

·.• Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh daily, plus the 
supply table. 

You will note he plans to move to a daily 
air drop of 140 tons. 

::Oiil@1RE T attachment 

DECLASS FIED 

Authority ~.s"9 3-/6 ?? 

By -A ·4 ,NARS, Date.3-/~-7/ 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE ~OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.. ·•. 

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 1968 
--,.., . 

11 :30 a. ~- , i 
. l~~Y,,

Mr. President: 

Herewith Bus "\Vheeler 's supplementary report 
from Westy. 

Westy's cheering up a bit. 

Uj~ostow 

~i:11 S.ldatF£f attachments 
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THE JOINT_ CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3007-68 
13 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. I conferred by telephone with General Westmoreland at 
0800 hours. In addition to the brief of operations attached 
hereto and his ninth report on the Khe Sanh area which has 
already been provided to you, he provided the following comments 
on the situation: 

a. A rallier from the 812th Regiment of the NVA 324B 
Division, currently located south of Quang Tri, stated that 
enemy propaganda to North Vietnamese troops emphasizes 
four points: (1) 80% of South Vietnam has been liberated by 
the enemy during the Tet offensive; (2) the war will end if 
every man and unit put forth maximum effort; (3) the 
ARVN is deserting to the enemy in large numbers; (4) the 
United States has no more troops to furnish to the South 
Vietnamese conflict. 

b. The situation is looking better to him in all areas. 
US Marines had a heavy contact during the day near Hue, 
and the 1st Cavalry Division had a heavy contact north of 
Hue. He does not have details of this action as yet. 

c. The Soviet model 120 mm mortar was _employed 
yesterday near Can Tho in the Delta for the first time. 

d. Dalat has been cleared of enemy forces. 

e. Enemy elements still hang on in the Citadel in Hue. 
The third of the three ARVN Marine Battalions which will 
replace the ARYN Airborne Battalions in this action will 
move into Hue tomorrow. The situation in the Hue area was 

. DECLASSIFIED 

Authority Jes 11>-.3-74" ~ 

. By, <'fl! , NARS, Pate ~- II>- 77 

·c~~;7:rr 



---

ft - .. -~ 

better today enabling air support to be employed; the 
forecast is that the weather will be better tomorrow 
also. 

f. In Saigon, small enemy groups continue to be 
encountered in Cholon, but the~e appears to be no 
organized resistance. There have been sporadic con­
tacts with enemy groups of 20 to 30 men to the north of 
Saigon. 

g. The C-130 which was damaged by enemy fire while 
delivering supplies in Khe Sanh has been repaired and 
flown out. This was a gallant, dangerous, and tough 
effort becaus~ the repair crews had to work all night with 
lights shielded in order to avoid enemy fire. 

h. The Riverine Force moved by water to the vicinity 
of Can Tho yesterday afternoon {Saigon·time). Its objective 
is an enemy force south of Can Tho. He ordered this 
deployment in order to demonstrate that US forces are 
helping the ARVN in the area because VC propaganda 
directed at the population has stated that US forces 
have joined with VC forces to destroy the ARVN and over­
throw the Saigon government. 

i. He is employing additional barrier sensors and 
gravel in the Khe Sanh area. Preliminary information 
indicates that this effort is being helpful. 

2. General Bruce Clarke and Mr. Frank Mayhorn of Temple, 
Texas, met with General Westmoreland yesterday~ Both seemed to 
be impressed by what they had seen. 

3. He regrets that I cannot come to Saigon and visit with him 
now; he hopes that I can come later when things have quieted down 
so that he can discuss the over-all situation with me. 

4. General Westmoreland raised with me rather diffidently the 
quantity and the detail of reports being requested of him from 
Washington. Back channel traffic has been extremely heavy and 
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duplicative requests for information are frequent. A recent request 
for much detail to be on the wires from his headquarters at 0400 
hours in the morning is requiring him to change his reporting cycle 
in order to honor the request. He expressed the hope that, except 
for the daily telephone conversations with me, requests for 
information can be handled through the NMCC in order to preclude 
duplication and reduce volume. Note: The NMCC has constantly 
opened and manned at both ends a voice circui~ to the MACV Combat 
Operations Center as well as a teletype service. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

3 
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Wednesday, February 14, 1968 

10:05 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Khe Sanh daily. 
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Wednesday, February 14, 1968, 9:30 M1 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the te~th report on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and covers 
the 24-hour period of February 13, 1968. 

During the reporting period Khe Sanh Combat Base and surrounding 
areas received over 200 rounds of mixed mortars, artillery and rocket 
fire. Neighboring elements at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar 
fire while Marines in the vicinity of A-3 (5 kilometers northeast of Con Thien) 
received three consecutive afternoon barrages of 30 rounds of enemy mortar 
and 70 rounds of artillery. Seven mortar rounds impacted within the perimeter 
at Con Thien. Concluding the day's bombardment, shortly after noon, elements 
at Gio Linh received nine rounds of artillery. 

In Operation Scotland in the Khe Sanh area, a 37th ARYN Ranger 
Battalion Patrol encountered a small enemy force at mid-afternoon, ·1~iii~ 

A1t,<t~.<t?~Ytee;arij1f§F":!:~-~2Jl~;~.P~2!.~~~~~t~US.£.<?!U~.!:A~i:f., 

Elsewhere in northern I Corps, at 7:45 AM~ 1'-~~~1n·~~yw.f:atD6usH~d 
a£I.fuM..:.N.<iah·-yi~~-~e s_..e~_ ·ar·oun<?. Gia:~14,.~ <;?u~tec;!:.,.1~,­~1!1,y··Patr.91 ~~~· 
North Vietnamese .Axmy bodies and l detaine~ :;-esult~g_JJ;.2'!'2i.!f!~E;!lg~g~ent. 
Q.q~rlne:was-kilied~.:and -one -Marine was w:Otinded. • 

Other elements along the DMZ reported no significant contact for 
the period. Total casualties for the period in the Khe Sanh area were: 
friendly, killed 1, wounded 10; enemy, killed 2. Elsewhere along the DMZ 
one Marine was killed and three Marines were wounded; nine North Vietnamese 
'A:rmy were killed. 

~~-tl~'-~~~t~~~~..~--~5 --~~>:~es.~~~.--!~:fil'~Z:t?!.i.h~~Jql~~~~::aie.af the 
~::~~.~~J1~_2~ccc1-~3:-~~-rJl~-~j!l}i'tPP~9~:9:i-'·tlie.~~~P"ea, the 
~~'.:;f!~~;?.~1Qf,.-.~-~~~-:-ql,29&:;:J,.QX..ti~ Bomb Damage Assessment included 
S;.,ll~.C..2l!~~~2§!9J!L..l9&~-eme:?t~·gll}1 6 artillery positions were 
destroyed, 5 artillery positions damaged, there were 2 secondary fires, and 
250 meters of trench were destroyed. ARC LIGHT ran 4 strikes (30 sorties) 
in the Niagara area in support of Khe Sanh. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority ~S?_ letter JAN3 1979 
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· l\h-~:si.wi..~ .re suppfiec1witli s-~~~-~~-tons on E~l?t~ir..f11"'4s. 
~,.JnUn!iio.t.f.a.n:r.o~nte~:i~;50 sh~rt toIJ.s~l_ There were 16 short tons of 
vehicles and 4 short tons of general supplies delivered. In addition, 
~i>la.4~Ul$~J'~c;i~ ),tit~d into-the Khe-,S~~ .Airii'i.id:--_:t 

Air operations on February 14 began at 9: 00 AM with air drops from 
C-130 aircraft. S~Q.fai_: J9.aay;-s.onie776~:s.nortfensliav~J>eena~dr9p~'d~:f 
C-123 aircraft are enroute for air delivery to the airfield. Present 
~~t:-~LJpgJ&i:~Jfo:ral>Ie:r~att.:r esupply~opera.Hons.-} 

For the next 24 hours Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties in 
support of Khe Sanh, the Afr Force will have 150 sorties, and the Navy 100 
sorties, for a t.S!"~Jg_fi?9"~~-s_c;r:rt~e·§:=:P1~e~f There will be 16 additiona 1.. 
Marine aircraft and 1 ~O Air Force sorties on call for Khe Sanh. There will 
be t~~.2::i~ti.iR~:~:l.~J.::s..§t~ie§"}!);lJl in the Niagara area. 

During the period the weather at Khe Sanh was characterized by low 
clouds and heavy night time and morning fog. Until 5: 00 PM on February 13 
the ceiling was 500 feet and visibility 3 - 7 miles in fog. After 5: 00 PM 
the ceiling was 100 feet and the visibility 1/ 4 mile in fog. Low ceilings and 
visibilities continued throughout the remainder of the night and early morning 
with an i!llproving trend beginning after 2: 00 AM on the 14th. By 9: 00 AM the 
ceiling had improved to 2, 000 foot overcast with the visibility to 7 miles. By 
noon the ceiling was 2, 000 foot broken. 

The forecast is for partly cloudy skies and visibility 6 miles by early 
afternoon on the 14th. The sky will continue to be party cloudy throughout 
the afternoon and evening and continuing through noon on the 15th. The 
visibility will continue to be 6 miles throughout the period except lowering to 
5 miles in smoke and haze near sunrise on the 15th. 

S:D€!lET 
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1Herewith Gen. Wheeler s 
of his daily conversation with 
Gen. Westmoreland. 

report 
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THE JOINi CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3010-68 
14 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. I talked to General Westmoreland for some forty minutes 
beginning at 0800 hours this morning. In addition to his tenth 
report on the Khe Sanh area which you have already received, 
and the attachment to this memorandum setting forth combat 
operations throughout the country, General Westmoreland reported 
several interesting developments: 

a. He spent yesterday (last night Washington time) 
visiting the I Corps Tactical Zone. He met with General 
Lam, Commander I Corps; General Cushman, and other 
senior US and ARYN commanders. He also visited the 
ARYN 51st Infantry Regimen~ and the American 7th Marine 
Regiment. He says that the ARYN troops have their tails 
up; they are proud of themselves because of the way they 
defeated the .enemy. 

b. General Lam had been marked for assassination 
at the outset of the attack on Danang when he was scheduled 
to visit a pagoda to pay his respects to his ancestors. Lam 
got wind of this, went to another pagoda to worship and 
arranged for a force to seize the assassination group. 

c. Lam states that the young VC captured (mostly 
NVA) have been propagandized that the South Vietnamese 
wouldn't fight and that there would be an uprising; also 
that there would be peace in six months under· a coalition 
government. As a matter of fact, there was no uprising 
and in certain instances some South Vietnamese civilians 
actually captured NVA soldiers and turned them over to the 
authorities. 
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d. The attack on Danang, according t<;> General Lam, 

was poorly planned, hastily put together, and not too well 
executed. Regional Force and Popular Force units 
acquitted themselves well. 

e. The food situation in Danang is satisfactory. The 
local citizens have voluntarily donated 600, 000 piasters to 
provide assistance to the homeless. 

2. In Hue, the remaining enemy is bottled up in three or four 
strong points; they are short of food. The weather is better today 
and flyable, and General Westmoreland has ordered General Cushman 
to use Napalm on these strong points in order to reduce them. The 
people in Hue have been generally cooperative with US and ARVN 
troops; they have voluntarily provided food and water to friendly 
forces. The radio station is operating and electricity is available 
throughout the town. There was no uprising in Hue. 

3. As to ARVN combat effectiveness, General Westmoreland 
reports that in the First ARVN Division, which is an excellent 
fighting outfit, the 1st Regiment has an average strength present 
of 420 per battalion; the 2d Regiment an average of 320 per 
battalion; the 3d Regiment (which was heavily engaged) has only 
about 200 effective per battalion. The Ranger Battalions in I Corps 
are in good shape as are the 2d ARVN Division and the 51st ARVN 
Regiment. The Vietnamese Joint General Staff is taking extra­
ordinary actions to provide replacements for under- strength units. 

4. The elements of the Americal Division,which attacked the 
2d NVA Division south of Danang, is still finding additional dead 
enemy in the very extensive area over which they fought. West­
moreland still does not have an accurate estimate of the very heavy 
losses sustained in that area by the enemy. Parenthetically, he 
remarked that he saw 500 POWs being held in a compound at General 
Lam's I Corps Headquarters. Lam states that the people are 
indignant at the violation of Tet by the VC and the brutality they have 
displayed towards civilians and their homes. 
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5. General Abrams has been at Headquarters MACV Forward, 
located in the Hue/Phu Bai area, for a couple of days. The 
headquarters has been operational for several days, has a strong 
staff, and is prepared to control all military operations north of 
the Ai Van -Pass. 

6. On his return to Saigon late yesterday, after consulting 
with Ambassador Bunker, he informed President Thieu,. in the 
presence of General Vien, of the additional US reinforcements 
being sent. Both were very happy to learn of this fact. President 
Thieu has agreed to replace General Vinh Loe, Commander II CTZ, 
this week. W~stmoreland has urged, and Thieu has agreed, that 
General Thang should assume command of IV CTZ at an early date. 

7. Yesterday, near Quang Ngai, a refugee center was over-
run and burned. Casualties and destruction are unknown at this 
time. Moreover, there was a contact in this area with the NVA 
33rd Regiment resulting in 30 enemy KIA. General Westmoreland 
has instructed General Rosson, Commander II FFV, to seek out arid 
destroy this already battered enemy unit. 

8. North of Saigon, an ARYN unit searching for the enemy 
made a rather heavy contact in which they killed 70 enemy while 
losing four of the"ir own men. 

9. The Riverine Force, which, as I reported to you yesterday, 
had moved into the Can Tho area in the Delta, had a light contact 
with the enemy yesterday. However, they located and captured a 
cache of large quantities of ammunition to include rocket and mortar 
rounds. 

10. The weather opened up briefly in the Mu Gia Pass area and 
•.a North Vietnamese POL convoy was seen in the open. General 

Momyer put 36 tactical air sorties on it. Results not yet known . 

. 11. The Army Engineer Battalion is working to open Highway 1 
through the Ai Van Pass. General Westmoreland believes he can 
restore the railroad part way to the north and establish a rail head 
from which he can shuttle supplies by truck. 
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12. He is moving an Armored Cavalry Battalion from the 
· II Corps area into the northern I CTZ in order to provide 
additional highway security as well as an anti-tank capability in 
the Con Thi en/ Gio Linh area where he anticipates the enemy 
may employ PT-76 light Soviet tanks. 

13. General Westmoreland discussed with Ambassador Bunker 
yesterday the establishment of a Tet Assistance Relief Fund (TARF) 
to be fu..T1ded by donations from American troops in South Vietnam, 
to provide relief to those un~ortunate South Vietnamese who were 
made homeless and destit_ute by the recent enemy attacks. General 
Westmoreland considers that this fund will not only create good will 
between the people and the US Military Forces, but will help to 
establish a good image of the American soldier - that is, that he is 
not a cold blooded killer but is compassionate to the unfortunate. 
Ambassador Bunker may well query State on this matter in order 
to receive guidance of a policy nature. 

<££$~ 
EARLE G .. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

4 

¢ 



,. 1 . 

THE WHITE Hou~ 
' .. .,. WASHINGTON 

SE5RET 

Thursday, February 15, 1968 
9:20 a. m . 

• l • Mr. President: 

They really got some supplies 
into Khe Sanh yesterday -- 188 tons. 

-. 

J✓.Rostow 
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Thursday, February 15, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the eleventh repo_rt on the Khe Sanh - DMZ area and 
covers the 24-hour period of February 14, 1968. 

Significant activity yesterday in the First Corps continued to 
center in northern Quang Tri Province as renewed enemy shelling impacted 
at Khe Sanh Combat Base and outlying areas bordering the DMZ. 

At Khe Sanh, elements of the 26th Marines received 65 rounds of 
mortars and 13 rounds of rocket scattered throughout the day and night. 
Friendly casualties for the period amounted to three Marines killed, 10 
wounded (nine evacuated). The 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines in the vicinity of 
Camp Carroll counted 30 rounds of mortars during mid-day shellings. 

• Friendly casualties were one killed, nine wounded (seven evacuated). 

A noontime barrage of 13 rounds of mortar at Con Thien inflicted no 
casualties or damage on the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines. Twenty additional 
mortar rounds fell at ·Cl, seven kilometers south of Gio Linh, causing minor 
injuries to four ARVN soldiers. 

Marine aircraft flew 106 tactical air sorties in support of the Khe 
Sanh area, the Air Force flew 98 sorties and the Navy flew 39, for a total of 
243 tactical air sorties. Bomb Damage included 15 bunkers destroyed, six 
anti-aircraft positions destroyed, numerous secondary fires, 10 secondary 
explosions, 14 killed by air, one rocket position destroyed. Twenty-one 
B:-52's flew four ARC LIGHT strikes delivering 525 tons of ordnance in the 
Niagara area. 

Khe Sanh was resupplied .s,.ruic~f'lo.)l'Jt-tluring the period,wit}:! l..8~8. with 
80 short tons being air dropped from Air Force C-130 aircraft. Nineteen 
C-123 and helicopters airlanded the additional 107. 5 short tons. A total of 
141 short tons of ammunition and 31 short tons of engineering equipment were 
included. 
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For the next 24-hour period Marine Tactical Air plans 44 sorties 
in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force plans 150, and the Navy 100, for a 
total of 294 sorties. Sixteen Marine aircraft and 120 Air Fo·rce sor.ties will 
be on call. ARC LIGHT will run 15 strikes (45 sorties) in the Niagara area, 
commencing the Bugle Note Program of three-aircraft strikes with time 
over targets' each 11/2 hours. 

Weather at Khe Sanh thr.oughout the period was favorable for most 
military operations. The visibility was greater than five miles except for 
a short period near midnight due to ground fog. During most of the 
afternoon the sky condition was 2500 foot broken. By early evening cloudiness 
decreas~d and remained scattered throughout the night. Valley stratus formed 
after sunrise 1500 to 2000 feet producing a broken ceiling which remained in 
the area throughout the morning. 

Forecast for Khe Sanh during the next period is for generally good 
visibility in daytime. After sunset, fog and stratus will gradually form 
lowering the ceiling to from 200 - 500 feet and the visibility to one mile or 
less by sunrise. Shortly thereafter, the ceiling will gradually improve to 
100 broken and the visibility to five miles. 

6'.l!!CRET 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Sf6F BECHEi 

Thursday, February 15, 1968 
11:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

. ~ Herewith Westy 1 s daily report via Bus 
Wheeler. Its tone and substance continue to be 
optimis.tic. 

Aside from the unresolved situation in Hue 
today, my major concern.,· arising 
reports., is the enemy is exploiting 
situation in the countryside to take 
villages where we had established 
is probably trying to recruit 
their losses. Aside from 
suspect getting pacification 
gradually becom.e a number 

men 
the I Corps battle, I 

back on its feet will 
one task. 

f}J~ostow 

from current 
the loose 
back some 

security., and 
to make up 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20301 

CM-3016-68 
15 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland 

1. In addition to General Westmoreland' s eleventh report on 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto a summary of the 
more significant actions in South Vietnam yesterday. At 0800 
this morning I talked with General Westmoreland on the telephone, 
and he made the following comments: 

a. Weather in the Khe Sanh area was generally good 
yesterday, permitting air operations, both tactical and 
logistic, to be accomplished. However, the weather was 
not good enough to permit him to distribute gravef in 
certain areas north of Khe Sanh as he would like to do. 

b. Our air had a good day yesterday. They destroyed 
a large ammunition cache southwest of Khe Sanh, struck a 
large storage area near Tchepone in Laos, with smoke. 
rising 6, 000 feet in the air. The tactical air strike reported 
to you yesterday near Mu Gia Pass uncovered a North • 
Vietnamese storage area which was also attacked during the 
period. 

c. The Vietnamese Ranger Battalion at Khe Sanh carried 
out an excellent small unit operation yesterday. They moved 
a platoon outside of the perimeter during darkness to a hilltop; 
as day broke, they sent out a small patrol which deliberately 
exposed itself. The North Vietnamese troops came out of their 
holes to attack the patrol, and the whole Ranger platoon attacked 
them, inflicting casualties,and captured an 82 mm mortar. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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d. At Hue,· the enemy is still dug into the south wall of 
the Citadel. General Westmoreland plans to use air strikes 
again today, employing high explosives, white phosphorous, 
and Napalm weapons. He now has three ARVN Marine Corps 
Battalions (which replaced the understrength ARVN Airborne 
Battalions in Hue). There are also seven companies of US 
Marines engaged in the operation. He anticipates that the 
enemy can hold out for about three mo re days. 

e. North of Saigon, armed helicopters and tactical air 
caught a large force of the enemy in the open, inflicting about 
120 casualties on them. General Westmoreland thinks that the 
enemy's command and control system has broken down in the 
Saigon area. At any rate, the enemy seems to be confused and 
apparently has no orders or plans to withdraw. He considers 
this a satisfactory situation since it will permit him to destroy 
them element by element. 

f. As reported to you yesterday, the Riverine Force 
operating near Can Tho discovered and captured a very 
sizeable enemy ammunition depot containing large quantities 
of grenades, 120 min mortar rounds, etc. 

2. General Westmoreland yesterday (last night Washington time) 
visited the 1st US Infantry Division, the 25th US Infantry Division and 
the 199th Infantry Brigade .. These units have done and are doing 
extremely well. He stated that the 199th Brigade, located near Bien 
Hoa, has been commanded during the recent heavy fighting by a 
negro colonel named Davidson who did a splendid job in leading and 
commanding his forces. General Westmoreland believes that in the 
first two or three days of the fighting, this brigade killed over 1,100 
of the enemy. 

3. I discussed the Khe Sanh situation at some length with General 
Wes_tmoreland. I conveyed to him the message which you transmitted 
to me through Secretary McNamara. General Westmorel~nd told me 
that he understands and appreciates greatly your firm support. 
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Pertinent to this aspect of the war, he stated that all events support 
the belief that the pounding from the air and from our artillery is 
having a good effect from our point of view on enemy capabilities 
in the area; i.e. , his supply and command system is being constantly 
disrupted, and casualties are being inflicted on enemy troop3 in the 
K.he Sanh area. 

4. General Westmoreland reported that except for the foregoing, 
the situation was quiet elsewh:ere. 

EARLE Go WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, February 16, 1968 
9 :15 a. m .. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

In DMZ: 

-- scattered shelling; 

-- an incredible number of secondary 
explosions (p. 2); 

-- 119 tons _delivered. 

We have a firm report that one enemy unit 
around Khe Sanh has 193 combat-ready men from 
an original 289. How they lost 96 is not indicated. 

~~Rostow I • 

Sl3C.RE'f attachment 
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SECRET -
Friday, February 16, 1968, 8:40 am 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is the twelfth report on the K.he Sanh - DMZ area and covers 
the 24-hour period of February 15, 1968. 

EP.-..~y•;·shelµfig··continifEfd throii'ghoui-··muc}:i _of northefJi First··corpb 
-t ¥,~~te:rday_.as ~~M~ Combat Base arid ·neighbori:p.g areq.s:· i_n· proximity to•~ 

fu.~---:P}4Z,...r~~-~iye_g __scat.te;r~d.J.IJ.~9.m:ing ~ocke t_,. ~;rtille ry, and mort~r-Mrounds . 
..:...~"".'.::- .........._.··~-· 

Latest information re_ceived indicates that the enemy fired 14 rocket rounds 
and 110 rounds of mixed caliber mortar at the K.he Sanh Combat Base, resulting 
in two Marines killed, 28 wounded (16 evacuated). While Khe Sanh bore the 
heaviest barrage, moderate concentrations £ell upon other friendly locations, 
as Marine elements at Camp Carroll received five mid-afternoon mortar 
rounds and 9 rounds of 152 artillery. Fifty-two additional mortar rounds 
impacted four kilometers southwest of Gio Linh, in the area occupied by the • 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines. The 1st Battalion, 3d Marines, in the vicinity of 
Quang Tri Airfield, received five mortar rounds and at noon, the 2d Battalion., 
1st Mari~es., at Con Thien., received 30 rounds of mortar. 

In Operation Lancaster., elements of K Company, 3d Battalion, 9th 
Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force 12 kilometers northeast of 
Khe Sanh. Relief force of I Company., 3d Battalion, 9th Marines arrived to 
render support. Contact broke at 3 :45 PM but resulted in 12: . .Marhte-5':killed-,---. 
107 wounded,(37 evacuated). Enemy casualties are unknown at this time. 

In other action in northern Quang Tri Province, small unit contacts 
in Operation Kentucky accounted for three North Vietnamese Army killed; 
two additional North Vietnamese Army were confirmed as a result of mortar 
mission on an enemy location. No significant contacts were reported in either 
the Napoleon or Saline Operations: 

Disposition of friendly forces and allied armament in the Khe Sanh are a 
did not change during the -period. 
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In all, there were 317 tactical air sorties flown in support of the 
Khe Sanh area and the adjacent Niagara area. Marine aircraft flew 111 
sorties in support of Khe Sanh delivered 282 tons of ordnance. Bomb 
Damage Assessment included five structures damaged, (3 - 50 caliber 
machine gun position destroyed, and two tanks ·destroyed. The Air Force 
flew 166 sorties and the Navy flew 40, reporting the attack ontwo major 
supply areas. ~~ s~P.P.tl"~ea.. six;.~a"!ti.~~~ -~-~-fl.:~Q~~Qj~_T.~hepone:·had·a,. 

f:~-~~l-.:PJ~~9,.~~~~-~:~ "."ith ~~!,_,~?,_O"'!:.~~:;,~r1-_,s~.!~§~Q»~- a~ •. f..i~~-:;: ~-~-c~nd .. 
storage area had 2_~-§9.Eq~_p::.witli tlie Forward Air·· Control reporting-over~1OO0S. 
f};ec0._i;idary explqt'J?E!• B-52 1s flew 15 ARC LlGHT strikes (45 sorties) on 
Niagara targets. 

Khe Sanh was re supplied wit12:_11.?.,.,s~~r~ ~,~~~- ~~Jing the period. 
A total of 19 sorties (Air Force: five C-130 air drops; 11 - C-123 airlanded) 
(Marines: one C-130; two CH-53 air landed) delivered the material. 

For the next 24 hours the Marine Tactical Air Sorties in support 
of the Khe Sanh area will total 44. The Air Force plans 202, and the Navy 
plans 100. ARC LIGHT planning calls for 15 strikes (45 sorties) continuing 
the Bugle Note Series in the Niagara are a. 

Regarding the weather for the period in the Khe Sanh area, the 
sky was mostly cloudly with ceilings near 2000 feet during the daylight hours 
of February 15 but lowering to 1500 feet broken after sunset, and remaining 
so throughout the night. For the next 24-hour period, the morning visibility 
will be restricted to 1 - 3 miles with ground fog beginning about 6 AM, and 
will gradually improve to 7 miles by noon. The sky will be mostly cloudy with 
the lower ceiling near 1000 feet, but improving to 1000 feet scattered, 2500 . 
feet broken from 1 PM to 7 PM. 

< SECREI 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, Feb. · 16, 1968 
..a IQ?.~ECRfJFf - 10 :30 a. m. • 

MR. PRESIDENT: t 
Herewith Westy's morning telephone conversation. 

The mo st worrying thing at the moment ( see 
pages 1 and 2 of the attached ~erati~l 
intelligence briefing) is the VC exploitation 
~fthe withdrawal of our forces from the 
countryside. 

·v--:­
/JU~stow 

-;_;ei?i SE G.fF'i@ attachment 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3019-68 
16 February 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Convers.ation with General Westmoreland 

1. Attached hereto is a very brief biography of Colonel Davison, 
the negro Deputy Commander of the 199th Brigade whose perform­
ance as Acting Commander of the brigade was so highly praised by 
General Westmoreland yesterday. 

2. In addition to General Westmoreland' s twelfth report on 
the Khe Sanh/DMZ area, I have attached hereto an Operations/ 
Intelligence brief which I believe you will find of interest. When 
I talked to General Westmoreland at 0800 hours this morning, he 
furnished additional information as follows: 

a. Yi£~!~~!'3t~~=-9~~~-:i◊-cfd~]ii',lue::Hu.e:ar-.e.~ permitting 
air support .to ground units attempting to eliminate· the 
tenacious group of enemy ensconced in the south wall of the 
Citadel. The en 7my has moved a considerable force, 
exact size still unknown, north of Hue in an apparent attempt 
to reinforce the enemy elements still in Hue. 

b. Battalions of the US 1st Cavalry Division are in contact 
with them, and General Abrams is maneuvering to get more 
battalions deployed to defeat this force. Of interest is the 

fact tha t~J:._~4::g.;h~-~~P1~;!,;t,:P .... tike~~~;£.~"!,aJ.u..:.~~n~i.9h 
caught one company of the reinforcing enemy in the open 
as they attempted to charge our forces across an open field. 

c. -!!~,~~:::~~:1~;~~~~-~~;}5.P~~-s~~~M~=:) 
~~!.¥.S~l¼.~~"!;~~£3J.. As mentione~you earlier, our 

attack air struck· with much success a POL convoy on 
Highway 15 near the Mu Gia Pass; additionally, strikes 
in the Tchepone area caused at least 1, 000 secondary 
explosions. An ammunition depot in Laos southwest of Khe 
Sanh was struck heavily causing many secondary explosions; 
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a Forward Air Cont_:<?!lE:E-.!,~.P<?,rte_dtha~a.s--s~on~a-~- !~e.}­
s.~cond~g:-£~6.AI€a~eas·ed,~ North Vietriam:ese ·troops-· 
~~rmed in -li~e a-n't;.~.:.~~~mplllig.io recover boxes ob­
~:minu::i.tj,21,1~ • -~~~~i?-i~¥.?::~x.~z.fs,.:E~~!!ll~!~::g~lC?.:'.lf<?roJf~t~~ 
U~-C~..ring the night, using radar control, .tactical air, 
and, as I dictate this memorandum, a,B::-.52·:roisslsli'!.~is':J~~==.f• 

---~ ~ -~ t:;~,g,i,..-..~ ....... -~ • -~···•····- ~~' 
s1;r:tldno,;,this~a~~~ar,.;depot~•i
~---...~-..--.:.~e~..:~-~JJ1£,./;';J;.~;:J-~ . 

d. At Tay Ninh, the MACV compound and the province 
headquarters were attacked with mortar fire, and, 
apparently, enemy elements have infiltrated into the city 
of Tay Ninh. This force, which apparently came from 
Cambodia, is being dealt with by elements of the ARVN 
25th Division and the US 25th Division. The strength of 
the enemy is at present unknown. 

e. I,XS~~!:'.~~t!.t~:~X"iittfeey~st.e there£~:liy.)11 though 
were small contacts with enemy forces near Can Tho and 
My Tho. 

g. Dak To is still threatened by enemy elements; 
however, General Westmoreland considers that he has 
ample troops in the area. Moreover, he is scheduling 
B-52 strikes in t1;e area over the next several days. 

3. General Abrams is in residence at MACV Forward in the 
Hue/Phu Bai area in order to control combat operations in the 
northern portion of I Corps. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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INFORMATION 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
..- -., 

Saturday, Feb. 171 1968 
45€ 2 725 9 :15 a. m .. 

• . • ,. ✓ :. 

MR. PRESIDENT : 

Today's DM~ report shows (marked passages); 

-- light mortaring; 
-- 191 tons of resupply; 
-- Khe Sanh attack expected "within a week"; 

- -. -- enemy 324B division heading for Quang Tri. 

::::;;;JiiiEE&;;if~a entttachm 
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DECLASSIFIED 
OSD letter JAN3 1~79Saturday, February 17, 1968Authority 

, N , ate. ' ~--1Ci,By ::si_f ARS D 

_TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND (MAC 02269) 

This is report number thirteen on the Khe Sanh/ DMZ area and 
covers the 24-hour period of February 16, 1968. 

During the reporting period ..~!1.:;,~t_ft~_e !~l~ttx~. m,!J~'.!-?.9~!i~~!-?,9::~~:}~,~.,..! 
f~~~~ .-~itP-rQYit;te~"Witn-interruptions caused by enemy shelling. While ground 

contacts were minimal, the Khe Sanh combat base and neighboring areas bordering 
the DMZ received a total of 222 rounds of mixed mortar, artillery and rocket 
rounds. 

Characteristic of enemy shelling, Marine elements at Khe Sanh combat 
base bore the heaviest concentration as:jf5'"mortar rounds and seven rounds of 
rocket impacted in the area. C~~§'ti"alti~..s attributed to the shelling were -oae"":lcntea,-
~d.~~<·s~.:eva'"cua~l:lf. • 

A mid-afternoon barrage brought ...1Jl_r~ket rounds, 31 rounds of mortar 
and three artillery rounds to friendly elements at Camp Carroll, resulting in five 
wounded (two evacuated).. The 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines at the rockpile counted 
two additional rounds of artillery in late evening. At Con Thien, the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marines was the recipient of:_lg~·ollnds of mixed caliber mortars. Eight additional 
rounds of mortar· were received by friendly elements at C-3 causing major injuries_ 
to three Marines. 

Harassment moved northeasterly as a mid-day artillery barrage brought 
14 r~unds to friendly elements ·positioned at Gio Linh. Fourteen additional mortar 
rounds were received near the Cua Viet, at positions occupied by the 1st AMTRAC 
Battalion. Casualties attributed to the day's incoming were light and damage was 
reported minimal. 

Significant contacts in northern Quang Tri centered in the DMZ with 
sightings of three reported enemy tanks 12 kilometers north of Con Thien. Reaction 
was instantaneous as friendly tanks and artillery fired several missions earmarked 
for their locations. Results are unknown at this time. 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. There were 
no changes in the dispositions of friendly forces and Allied armament. 

s:me:r<:E --.r • 
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ln:t11~:,~~~a:~~--a.;:-J~~ e-ne~y~ ,~!::UktJlJ.;~"a:te~M:th~Wt>~-d,i.vi•si.~:rrs:1-' 
ap.d mo_st_,evidence, pqi_p.ts. t~ an.attemP.ted assault-within a we~~~:~iendty 

~ • - .,, ··-·· -----.. __;_ ------ .. • --- - --- - • " -- -· •... , ...... ...~$ii-

fi;t.epower 1:- ~hQwe__ve_r~, hurti.t?:g_Jh.~ enemy the.re and-,m~.X:~.l~Et~~~,,..i,s~:µp.~9~pte,.dJ:y, 
q!.~,L~Pt.hig., timing.· -'Ne~ in.str,u.ct.ions~-t.o. th.e.: 3.2.4B Di vision:apparently,:,e·o-mtnitted 
i~Yl-..a.s..s~~ ~t ...O!!...,~~-~g J'~.t.:~.ng.the_y:. are .. moving hf.that df r ectiori. TliCJ.Z:OUi· 
P.~~49-:Jt~ 1!~:l>A~J$~d_:-_0,{f_ •C_am: p "'Y.-~!:J~9-U;~to.fi.ll:; the co, void. c.J"~ate,d:.:.b¥1,th~£-,:QI!l .. 
cle,pa.r.tury;;Oj;-t.)}e_,,.~Z4B~ Threat of major ground assault against Camp Carroll is 
apparently reduced. 

Tactical Air Support for the Khe Sanh totalled lS:.S: sBi-1.i_e.~ Marine 
aircraft flew 80 sorties in support of the I<he Sanh area. Bomb damage included 
f~ii~fl~~!-¥?}~~~~~!f?!h~~q. .Ql.l~,s~&Pndar:y-,..fir·e.,e,..•• The Air Force flew 232 sorties 
and the Navy flew 76 (27 Navy sorties were diverted because of weather). Bomb 
Damage Asses i u~..1 ~ }~.~S~.!l.<1.e-liY,-:~P.~&t;,iQU.SA~~:.~ig,~t.:~$s me nt :UE-~~ ~:~PP.~X.Y~.JJ~ ~-~c..~· 

a-J;14-l.9~41:8-.t!A~--J29-~j_H.C?.E.~~damaged.~Thesecondary explosions and fires resulted 
from strikes put in against a supply area. The Forward Air Control reported 
yesterday that the enemy had made attempts to remove munitions and weapons from 
the area, however, there were still areas where supplies of weapons, munitions 
and rice remain. ARC LIGHT strikes for the period in the Niagara area totalled 
16 strikes (44 sorites). 

~~a~e.aU.ppU~,~t.w.i.th;L9l~s?itlxLtQA~-_.o __~;¥·e_µ_:r~..!Yio• A total 
of 21 sorties were delivered, including seven air drops by C-130 aircraft. Seven 
Air Force C-123 aircraft landed at the airfield as did Marine helicopters. 

During the next 24-hour period, the Marine Air Wing will fly 44 tactical 
air sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area, with 16 additional aircraft on call to 
run sorties as the situation indicates. The Air Force plans to run 150 sorties, 
and the Navy schedules 100 sorties. Total tactical air effort will be 294 sorties. 
The ARC LIGHT effort will total 16 strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area. 

The weather for the period resulted in fog and stratus on both days 
reduced the ceiling and visibility to zero during the morning hours. The visibility 
improved to seven miles by noon of the 16th but was again lowered by fog after 
11: 00 p. m.. Ceilings improved to 500-1000 feet during the afternoon and early 
evening hours. During the next 24-hour period, in the mornings of both days the 
visibility will be restricted to less than one mile by fog, but will increase to five 
mile·s or more from 12: 00 Noon to 9: 00 p. m. Ceilings will be 1000 feet or less 
except from 1: 00 p. m. to 5: 00 p. m. 

!EC!lET --..... 

https://PP.~X.Y~.JJ
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.: .. 

7 • TOP SECRET .. 

Saturday, February rtl.196? -- 12:10 pin
------· --.,.,,---- dl 

. (?µ,,\ ~{) 
Mr. President: f"b· \ 

H~rewith We sty's report to Bus Wheeler. 

You will note that We sty now concludes that 
"the long-heradled second wave of enemy ~ttack may 
start tonight; i.e., today Washington time. 11 

You will note also (para 5) Westy's concern 
about the NEWSWEEK leak on Abrams' new head­
quarters. T~_i s r.?:l~]fS·t~~qt;~'§:ilt?),}~.A.t .. wnelli,ei::w~ 

tit~CSJ.5~Jt.Q_lY.!!~~liJ~r_y&.~~~:!i.P!J!hiP~~~~~n 
t§.:2,rp. ~;~• 

uY~ostow 

D CLASSIFIED •• 

Authority OS£) //J -/ ,, ?r'. • 

By 4•tf , NARS, Date 3 _/if, - 7/ 
... l 

t 
l 

TOP $ECREI 

2 



CHAIRMAN 

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

I, 

Mr. Clark Clifford 

The White House 

/&..o-1. (,1//tJ'ift:-;¼. 
11f~ b:3op----.. 

i 

-: l 
. i 

ii 
~ 

IJ. -



INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

.• . 

Monday", February 19, 1968 

10:10 a. m • 
.... ·. 

Mr. President: 

In I Corps {attached): 

shelling and light ground 

contact; 

160 tons delivered by air 
drop despite continued bad weather. 

·-.: . 

[P~ostow 

. . . .. 

r DECLASSIFIED 

Authority t>SffJ -/P- ?J>" 

By 4.t?· ,NARS, Date 3 -/ 6 - 7:J 
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____ 

Monday, February 19, 1968, 10:00 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This report is number fifteen on the situation in the Khe Sanh 
area and covers the 24-hour period of February 18, 1968. 

A£.:<H.Xlll!±i.n..J:he·--nor·thern .'.Firs. LCotp s .c·ontin.u ~~t .t~.J,9..c.us • .on .. enemy'.:?"' 
!._h~!Jing:as 175 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery rounds were distributed 
among friendly elements bordering the DMZ. Forty rounds of mortar and 
35 rounds of art~llery impacted at Khe Sanh Combat Base in positions occupied 
by the 26th Marines, which resulted in one Marine wounded. 

Marines positioned at Camp Carroll., received a mid-day barrage of 
42 rounds of mortar with two intermediate rounds of artillery. Friendly 
casualties were: one killed, nine wounded (four evacuated). 

Three small craters were caused at C-2 outside Con Thien, as three 
rounds of mortar were aimed at friendly elements. Marine elements at 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received 33 and 8 rounds respectively, none of which 
inflicted casualties nor caused significant damage. 

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tri were limited to two light 
skirmishes, both inflicting moderate enemy losses while causing only minor 
injuries to friendly elements. Five North Vietnamese Army were killed at 
the hands of a 37th AR VN Ranger Patrol east of Khe Sanh, in an early morning 
contact which inflicted no friendly casualties. 

There were a total of 358 tactical air sorties flown in the Khe Sanh 
area during the period. Marine tactical air flew 78 sorties, reporting four 
secondary explosions and one secondary fire. The Air Force flew 215 sorties, 
and the Navy flew 65. The weather was workable only for combat sky spot 
strikes, with a few isolated attempts to put in visual strikes. Bomb Damage 
Assessment was correspondingly bad. There were 12 ARC LIGHT strikes 
(35 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. For the next period, 19 - 20 February., 
354 tactical air sorties will be flown in the Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. 
The Marines will fly 44, the Air Force 210, and the Navy 150. There will be 15 
ARC LIGHT strikes (45 sorties) flown in the Niagara area. 

DECLASSIFIED 
OSD letter JAN3 1979 

Authority--------~~ 
~-',J? ,-;i.~-7!,By_.:;..~~-u~-, NARS, Date:....;;;. I 
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.J.¥-.f~!.~J...,.~PJ.Y.~ior--~,tb.~::.r.t~~~-t!~g~~P~~iod..;-~;,9pJ~d:.t~160-··short 
~S).ll§,.:..Q.i:..whicli"I33:.sho.rt:-tons ...was~-ammu~~-::? 

No COFRAM type ordnance was used during the period. 

Weather at Khe Sanh during the period was bad. Low clouds 
and dense fog reduced the ceiling and visibility to less than 500 feet and one 
mile throughout the period. Most of the time the ceiling and visibility were 
1?-ear zero. Little change is expected on 19 - 20 February. The sky will be 
obscured by low stratus clouds and fog. Ceilings and visibilities will be 
near zero except for a slight improvement to a ceiling of 400 feet and 
visibility of 1/2 mile from 2 PM to 6 PM on 20 February. 

SEGR&'T 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 
' I I I ._, b 

CM-2980-68 
19 Feb 1968 -----
,,-
"----···-------· 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJ: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You will have received General Westmoreland's 15th 
report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Attached 
hereto is an operations/intelligence summary of events of 
the past two days. I have also attached a copy of the trip 
report of General Bruce C. Clarke, U.S. Army (Retired) giving 
his impressions during his recent trip to South Vietnam. 
General Clarke was accompanied by Mr. Frank W. Mayhorn of 
Temple, Texas whom I am sure you know. 

2. Due to communications difficulties between Washington 
and Hawaii my telephone conversation with General Westmoreland 
was not possible until 0830 hours. He provided the following 
information: • 

a. Yesterday an OP-2E aircraft with a crew of 9 
was shot down in• the MUSCLE SHOALS area while laying sensors. 

b. The grqund control approach equipment was 
knocked out at Khe Sanh yesterday; there is a backup set 
available and it is being installed. 

c. Light contact continues with the enemy in the 
vicinity of Dalat. 

d. The stickiest situation at present is at 
Phan Thiet. The enemy force which penetrated the town, 
seized the jail and the hospital, still occupies about one­
third of the town. It continues to hold the hospital area 
and occupied bunkers outside of town. Despite the fact the 
force has lost 103 men killed, the going to clear the town 
is tough and proceeding slowly. 

e. There continue to be contacts with the enemy 
north of Saigon and south of Saigon. In a heavy contact 
south of Saigon Vietnamese ~Iarine Corps uni ts killed 144 
enemy·. 

f. North of Tay Ninh City an enemy force apparently 
preparing rocket positions was discovered and attacked, re-
sulting in ~O enemy KIA. DECLASSIFIED 

Authority (!,5 /1>-3-1?' 

J;OP.SEG~r;8yg-, NAR, Date..3-/t- ?,o/ 
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g. Certain new units of the enemy have been 
identified near Song Be. These appear to be groups of 
replacement which have been formed into combat units to 
continue enemy pressure in the Song Be area. 

h. The enemy has been driven out of Vinh Long. 
There was some damage to the Cathedral in the town and 
58 enemy were killed. 

i. The Riverine force had a contact with the 
enemy south of Can Tho. Results are not yet known. 

3. He anticipates that there may be additional enemy 
activity in the Khe Sanh area tonight; however, this is not 
positive information. 

4. The additional battalion of the First Cavalry 
Division which I reported yesterday as moving to the Quang Tri 
area began closing into Quang Tri today. 

5. As a general observation, General Westmoreland stated 
that the enemy continues to ha~g in close to the cities. The 
enemy is apparently attempting to resupply his forces and bring 
up replacements and reinforcements. 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 
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WASHINGTON 
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1 

20, 1968 

The fir st two pages are ·Bus 
Wheeler's report of his morning 
conversation with Westmoreland. 
I have marked the key elements. 

Attached is a full length NM CC 
(National Military Command Center) 
report which you saw early this morning 
in summary form. 

~stow 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3031-68 
20 Feb 1968 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority 9c.s lo 3-?? ~ 
MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

By ~ , NARS, Date .3-/b-77 
SUBJECT: : TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You have already received General Westmoreland's 16th 
report on the situation in the.Khe Sanh/DMZ area. In addition, 
I am attaching hereto the Presidential operational/intelligence 
brief (you may have already seen this but I wish to make sure 
that it comes to your personal attention). Moreover, I am 
attaching a sheet setting forth two or three late items of 
interest. • 

2. I talked to General Westmoreland at 0810 hours this 
morning. He made the following comments: . . 

a. After talking to General Vien and analyzing in­
formation fro~ intelligence reports, he has called a full alert 
tonight in the Saigon area, and he is particularly arran~~ng 
to defend the Tan Son r1hut airbase. There ..;ts a-,r.~PP-!=."t:-~~·T);f.).~ 

~·~--~?l,§.~~~--l}~~~P,t-9.f.. .$~igon ,W....tt~~_Fesh i~~ents of the~€t~ NVA 
~~..~ t.~-Y~~~v..,i. .. i;ntq §._;ea--~ It is also reported.... §.~2.R~.rn}9Y,..~-U.S ~~t:h~ 
that villagers are fleeing to get "o'\:.1t of the way of their acv&t1ce. 
Among other precautionary measures, General Westmoreland has 
organized a provisional defense battalion from the MACV Staff. 

b. A few rocket rounds were fired in the direction 
of Tan Son Nhut today; one fell on the runway; one landed in 
an open field, and one apparently went into the city. He now 
has complete aerial photographic reconnaissance of the rocket 
site area and the photo interpreters have picked up several 
suspected rocket sites for attack by air. 

c. A new rocket round was found north of Saigon today; 
it is a 170 mm round in diameter and has a range of about 
9,000 meters. 

e. The Song Be situation has cl,.~fed;.--""~he enemy 
has been driven out of the town. . 

f·. The city of Phan Thiet has been ~~cµ;e~t-~the• 
~~,after a hard fight. 



JOPSECRET~ 

7g. The enemy has been .'? ~-~ed ···outt=----of-.:zvinhEong ..,..~ 
but there seems to be a buildup commencing south of Can Tho 
by a new enemy battalion of picked-up troops. 

3. He conferred with General Vien today. Th~_,.:J::atter :i.$:.~ 
CO!}C~_;:ne~,go,-q_t the;;.•fati.g.ue. -factor --on-. the .,ARVN. .,. ""~-~~_N:r:.r~ay~ 
.e.~..~"H~:JJgliting continuously now for· over two week~. l:ie.~Jlas-~­

);e?~- ;t;:.tX};.Jlg tQ. push the ARVN out into the country, but. this t~ 
difficult. ~o do .when the enemy continues .to staY-:=~in .close to;::~"'::r,,. 
~Jli:£i£~lated areas~ • 

4. Enemy KIA now stands at over 38,000 ... G_er:-~r~J 
\~2r~t!f!.Q.r_el.a.n~~;r;ecognizes that some of· them are undoubt~d1-y 

-QB,Qf,'t,~rs and other support elements.. He ~as charged h_is J-.r-· 
wi th:::t~_yj__n_g to get .. a break out- of the enemy casualties so· 
that he_will be able to estimate the effect of ·enemy losses 

·$t ~-- -~ ... -- •
on:..his combat elements. A 

5. As a general observation, after visiting all of the 
Corps Areas and senior commanders, if:- Gen~a:.l,.:Jjestmorel.an<i_ -~ 
ha..,q__~J~Q...:..~~.kst..arL.es.tima_te_now-. as t.o _fu:r;tnexjroop _rej.nforcements 

~e :~ill_ neeck he will e;-_obably_re_guire the _r~mainder_~of.~the_ 
~~~p.)urborne Divisiori7·: He -rs not asking for it at thfs--·tinfe 
because he believes that he will have a better feel for the 
problems facing him when I visit him within the next couple of 
days. 

.EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 
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THE WHlTE Hou. 
WASHINGTON 

SECRET 
Wednesday, February 21, 1968 
8:55 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Another quiet day at Khe Sanh/DMZ: 

mortar fire less; 
143 tons delivered; 
weather continues poor. 

l}Y~Rostow 

" 

::: a.SGRE'F 

-. 
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SECRET -
Wednesday., February 21., 1968} 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number seventeen on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 20., 1968. 

A ~sillaU -unit encouni~r 3¢~.<t irit~i~rnittent. enemy ·sh~llin"g"":?. 
constituted.the princ{pai ~tivity in northern First Corps yesterday. 
The pace of enemy incoming fire slackened somewhat during the period. 
Incoming to friendly forces bordering the DMZ totaled 124 rounds of 
mixed caliber mortar and artillery. 

!\""1llark~-9~~eclinein enemy efforts was evident yesterday as 
o1)1Y-'~9.',_:founds of mc>"ftar fell afKlie-~Sanh. Five kilometers east of 
Ca Lu, the Marines received six rounds of mortar and an equal amount of 
artillery rounds. The ramp at Dong Ha received six mid-afternoon rounds 
of artillery, causing minor injuries to two Marines. Elements of the 
Marines at Camp Carroll bore 13 enemy rounds of mortar; and finally 
Marines, at Con Thien received 28 rounds of mortar in an early morning 
barrage. Casualties attributed to the she Hing: 10 Marines wounded (five 
evacuated). 

In ground contact during the day, a contact at Thon Le Xu yen 
confirmed ni11~ No_rJ~: Xi~_tnamese_. Army killed ~ct_~~ptqr·ed~.$-~ven· PO'\Ws., 

•two recoilless guns, one mortar and nine individual weapons. Casualties to 
\!!!L,~dly forces were: ~~~~ hl:H~i!;~~JgP:~~oun~ed (evacuated}:-., 

There were a total of 296 tactical air sorties flown. The Marine 
aircraft wing flew 64 sorties in support of the Khe Sanh area. Bomb Damage 
Assessment included three secondary explosions., two secondary fires. The 
Air Force flew 146 and the Navy flew 86. The weather was still unsuitable for 
any but combat sky spot missions. 

Thirty-nine B-52 1s flew 13 strikes in the Niagara area. 

DECLASSIFIED 
SECftl!:l' Authority OSD letter JAN3 ~79 

By -d<§ . , NAR~ j Date t-~S'- 7j 
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Aerial resupply for the r~porting period amounted to,.J4,3 shor·~ 
t,1:~~} In addition, 90 passengers were flown into the airfield in three 

C-123 aircraft. Eleven C-13 0 completed 11 airdrops. 

There was one COFRAM missi~n of 15 rounds fired on the basis 
of a sensor report of enemy troop movement. Results were unobserved. 

For the next 24-hour period, the Marines. will fly 44 tactical air 
sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air Force will fly 148, and the Navy 
plans 100, for a total of 292 sorties. There will be nine ARC LIGHT strikes 
(27 sorties) flowD: in the Niagara area. 

Weather at Khe Sanh'.during the period produced low clouds and 
1· . . . 

c:;lense fog and re~uced the ceiling and visibility to near z~rd e~cept _from -
t·:o0 .PM to 4:0Q AMwhen the ceiling improved to 100 - 500 foot overcast 
and the visibility from 1/4 to five miles in fog. The forecast for K'he Sanh 
for the next 24 hours ,is for little change . 

..:. ~ -. ....... • 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOL 

WASHINGTON 

;aG;'/ : 
Wednesday, February 21, 1968 
10:55 a. m. . ,.,

,·ct£.;,~ 
"' I ¥.,.Mr. President: 

Herewith Bus V-lheeler I s report or1 
today's call to Westy. 

Main item: firepower now allocated 
to try to cl~an up Hue by the end of this_ 
week. 

Gen. Johnson will report the daily 
phone call in Bus' absence. 

',: or 
wCl~Rostow 

I 
I

-::!'OP SEC.I E'.f' 
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1 HE JOINT CHIEFSOF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. '20301 

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. You will·have already received General Westmoreland's 
17th report on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. Addi­
tionally, I am attaching hereto a copy of the Presidential 
operations/intelligence brief of salient activities over the 
past twenty-four hours, together with a sheet of recent items 
which you will find of interest. 

·2. General Westmoreland reported that the situation was 
generally quiet and that he had little of significance to add 
to what is in the operational/intelligence brief. He made 
really only two points: 

a. General Abrams, located at Headquarters MACV 
Forward in the Hue/Phu Bai area, conferred today with 
General Cushman, over-all Marine Commander; General Lam, 
the Vietnam~se I Corps Tactical Zone Commander; and 
General Tolson, Commander of the U.S. First Cavalry Division. 
The subject· of their conference was the situation_-in..HUEL=·and f";g 
lt°J!:;:~e~t::=to_=-a·eaIwith it_.' General Westmor;-'i.and ~has agreed to 
send one tro_2p-o:f- .. a·rm9re:<l cavalry·-~units such as this,U:_.-S...-· 
are equipped with medium tanks) to Hue tomorrow to prov1d~ 

Ji!..£..,.4..tt.~p_nc3:.larmored f ir_ep9wer. to friendly f_(?rces ~operating 
a·:gainst a hea vi 1y- dug-in enemy. . Moreove-r; he is providing 
an • add it ion a i ten -10 6--mm rec o i 11 e s s r if 1 es - to- -the Vi et names e 
Ma_rfne C~-rp·s -battalions _which -ar~ -fighting· in the Citadel i~ 
order to give them more -mobile destructive power against 
~-nem_y--b.un-kers . - He tl}.inks that with the added firepower Hue 
ca-_Il-~~~- ~~~an~d OU t by the end of this we~k. 

b. Another new weapon, a .l0,7 ":mm rockee:,made by the 
~J':&,.~....nas b e en . p i ck e d up in - country . . • ♦ He de s crib es the pro$-?< -
]~~tile as being about 42 inches long and weighing 40 odd 
pounds; no launcher has yet been captured. The technical 
intelligence people estimate that this weapon would have a 
rang.~~~·.:1>e·tween-ff·,.o{lO· to ·_9,.'00.0 meters~ Samples of this 
weapon· ·will be provided to technical intelligence agencies 
in the United States for further evaluation. 

3. General_ Westmoreland has arranged for me to see 
President Thieu, Vice President Ky, and General Vien during 
my stay in Vietnam. Ambassador Bunker has also made arrange­
ments for me to confer with him and key members of the mission 

JOF!'SECUE 
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staff. 

4. During my absence ~eneral -J~h-r:ison ~ Chief o·f Staff; 
U. $ .. ,.-.f'i.rmy, wi.11 talk by telephone· to ·General Westmoreland' 
each morning to· provide you with the updates of the situation. 
~ shall, of course, communicate with you and the Se~retary 
of Defense promptly any significant· items which cannot await 
my return next week. 

~,1u~
EARLE. G. WHEELER 

Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff 

2 . 
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_ ·Aut~°?ty _p_so_·Jetter JANi JSlS_·~ 
.By ~: , ... , NARS1 Date ~ -c:iS'- -;J(: · 

- . ------ _... ____, - ·- ...._. -· -·· -
,: Re,.-....ived Washington CommC8n 

VV ElA135 8~. A.Mo EST Thursday 22Feb 68 
00 WTFtO 

~DE WTE 744 Received LBJ R nch CommCen 
9:00 A.M. CST Thursday 22 Feb 68 

FROM WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM (MCCAFFERTY) 
TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP80474 

..,S E c P. !. 'f EYES ONLY 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER EIGHTEENON THE SITUATION IN TKE KHE 
SANHAREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 21, 1968. 

ENEMYEFFORTS INTE~SIFIED IN NORTHERNQUANGTRI PROVINCE 
YESTERDAYAS 690 ENEMYROUNDSOF MIXED MORTAR, ARTILLERY 
AND ROCKET FELL ON FRIENDLY POSITIONS. ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS 
CENTEREDAT KHE SANH AS FRIENDLY ELEMENTSRECEIVED250 MORTAR 
ROUNDS, 50 ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY AND70 ROCKETROUNDS, CAUSING MINOR 
INJURIES TO 22 .MARINES. ONE ROCKET ROUNDIMPACTEDON THE AIRSTRIP 
TEMPORARILYCLOSING THE FACILitY TO C-130 TRAFFIC. THE AIRSTRIP IS 
NOW OPEN TO ALL NORMAL TRAFFIC. • 

AT CAMP.CARROLL, ELEMENTSOF THE 4TH AND 9TH MARINES, FROM 
3:00PM TO 5:50PM, ~ERE RECIPIENTS OF 15 ROUNDSOF ROCKET, 33 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR, 38 ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY, WITH ONE ROCKET ROUNDLANDING. 
ON THE 3D BATTALION, 4TH MARINES, FIVE KILOMETERS EAST OF CA LU. 
CASUALTIESWERE RECORDED AS 13 ~OUNDEDIN ACTION CNINE EVACUATED>. 

FIVE NOONTI~E ROUNDSOF·ARTILLERYFELL AT DONG HA COMBAT BASE, WITH 
THREE ADDITIONAL MORTARROUNDSFALLING AT DUSK.-H~AVY MID-DAY 
BARRAGESFELL ON CON THIEN AS ENEMY LAUNCHINGPOSITIONS DELtVERED 
55'ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 48 ROUNDSOF MORTAR. THREE MARINES WERE­
WOUNDEDFROM THE S~ELLING WITH ONE EVACUATED. IN NEIGHBORI~GGIO 
LINH, 17 ADDITIONALARTILLERYROUNDSIMPACTEDON FRIENDLY POSITIONS. 
FINALLY, A 24 QOUR LULL IN ENEMYSHELLING AT THE CUA VIET WAS ENDED.· 
AS POSITIONS OCCUPIED 3Y !ST· AMTRAC BATTALIONBORE 64 POUNDSOF 
ROCKETSAND 45 ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY, WIT~ CASUALTIES ATTRIBtITEDTO THE 
DAY'S BO~BBARDMENT FOUR KILLED IN ACTION, EIGHT WOUNDED INCLUDED 
IN ACTION CT~O EVACUATED). • 

s 

~1 
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GROUNDACTIVITY IN NORTHERNQUANGTRI PROVINCEWAS LI~ITED 
TO AN ESTIMATED COMPANYSIZE PROBE.AT KHE SANH. BY DARK . \
ACTIVITY HAD CEASED.~ RF.SULTSARE UNDETERMINED. 

A TOTAL OF 284 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF THE 
KHE SANH AREA. THF MARINE AIRCRAFT WING FLEW 82 SORTIES. B0~9 
DAMAGEASSESSMENT FOUR SECONDARY INCLUDED EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
SECONDARY THE AIR FORCE FLEW 138 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY FIRE. 
FLEW 64 SORTIES. WEATHER DIFFICULTIES REQUIRED USE OF COMBAT 
SKY SPOT. B-s2·s FLE~ FIVE STRIKES (15 SORTIES) IN THE NIAGARA 
AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD A~OUNTED. 
TO 172 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, 71 PASSENGERSWERE LANDED AT 
THE KHE SANH AIRFIELD. ~ TOTAL OF 17 SORTIES WERE FLO~N BY RESUPPLY 
AIRCRAFT. FOURTEEN C-130 AIRCRAFT~ADE TEN AIR DROPS. A SINGLE C-123 
A~D TWO HELICOPTERS LANDED. 

SEVEN ROUNDS OF COFRAM WAS EXPENDED ORDNANCE RESULTING IN 
, FOUR ENEMY KILLED. 

SIXTEEN B-52 STRIKES (48 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE 
NIAGARAAREA FOR THE NEXT 24-HOUR PERIOD. THERE WILL BE 292 
TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWN DURING THE SAME PERIOD . 

. THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AGAIN CONSISTED 
OF LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND FOG REDUCING THE CLOUD CEILING AND 
SURFACEVISIBILITY TO NEAR ZERO. DURING THE EARLY AFTERNOON HOURS 
THE CEILING IMPROVED SLIGHTLYTO 400 - 1000 FEET BROKEN AND THE 
VISIBILITY TO THREE MILES IN FOG. THE FORECAST FOR KHE SANH FOR 
TOMORROW THE CLOUD CEILING AND SURFACE IS MORE ENCOURAGING. VISIBILITY 
WILL GRADUALLY IM~ROVEFROM NEAR ZERO CONDITIO~S TO A 2000 FOOT 
CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY BY 2:00P~f.. AFTER 5 :OOP~ THE 
CEILING AND VISIBILITY WILL ~RADUALLY LOWERTO NEAR ZERO AND 
REMAIN SO TH~OUGHOUT OF THE PERIOD. THE REMAINDER 
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HERE~IT4 GENERAL JOHNSON'S REPORT ON HIS ~ORNING CONVERSATION 
WITH WE STY. 

t1. GENERAL HAD JUST COMPLETED fWESTMORELAND A.CALL TO 
GENERALABR~MS LOCATED JAT ~ACV FORWARD AT HUE/PHU BAI. 
GENERALABRAMS WESTMORELANDSTATED TO GENERAL THAT FOR THE fFIRST TI~E HE, GENERALABRAMS,WAS PER~ITTING HI~SELF TO BE 
SO~EWHATENCOURAGED.HE HAD VISITED THE AMERICAL DIVISION 
AND THE 2D ARVN DIVISION ON 22 FEBRU~RYAS WELL AS THE ELEMENTS 
OF THE 3D 9RIGADE, 820 ~IRBORNEDIVISIO~, THAT HAVE ARRIVED IAT CHU LAI. THE BRIGADE µAs NOT YET COMPLETED ITS MOVE. 
BOTH TijE AMERICAL AND THE 2D ARVNDIVISION ARE PEPFOR~ING ~ 
EFFECTIVELYAND ARE STEPPING UP OPERATIO~S AWAYFROM T~E 
POPULATEDAREAS ONCE AGAIN. GENERAL~BRAMSALSO REPORTED I 
THAT THE EXPERIENCE LEVEL IN THE 3D BRIGADE, 82D AIRBORNE 
DIVISION WASVERY HIGH; THAT THEIR ATTITUDE hlAS EXCELLENT; 
AND THEY WERE ENCOURAGED GIVEN THEM BY GENERAL BY THE RECEPTION 
KOSTER OF THE A~ERICAL DIVISION. IT IS GENERALWESTMORELAND'S 
I~TENTION TO EASE THE BRIGADE INTO COMBAT OPERATIONSSLOWLY 
SO THAT TEA~WORK TRAINING WITHIN THE BRIGADE CAN BE 
REFRE'SHEDFULLY. 

2~ THE T8REE VIETNAMESE MARI~E BATTALIONS IN HUE HAVE 
MADE SLOW PROGRESS BECAUSEOF A LACK OF DIRECT-FIRE HIG~ VELOCITY 
WEAPONS. TEN 106 MM RECOILLESS RIFLES ARRIVED IN H~F./PHU
BAI ON 22 FEBRUARYAND WILL BE DELIVERED TO THE VIETNAMESE 
MARINESON 23 FEBRUARYTO CORRECT !J.{IS DEFICIENCY. IN ADDITION, 
B~IGADIER GENERAL OSCAR DAVIS, ASSISTPNT DIVISION COMMANDER 
OF THE FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, IS LOCATEDAT T~E FIRST DIVISION 
COMMAND TRUONG, THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION POST WITH GENERAL 
COMMANDER.GENERAL FORDAVIS IS ACTING AS FIRE COORDINATOR 
GENERALTRUONG, AND GENERAL INDICATEDWESTMORELA~D THAT THIS 
ARRANGEMENT WELL.IS WORKING 

3~ THE FIRST CAVALRY ENCOUNTEREDDIVISIO~ HAS FOUR ENE~Y 
BATTALIONSNORTHAND EAST OF HUE ~ND IS !N HEAVYCONTACTWITH 
THESE UNITS. THE DIVISION COMMANDER SOME ~UCCESS BUT REPORTED 
HAS NOT REPORTED ANY DETAILS. FURTHER, TWO 8 INCH HOWITZERS 
HAVE ARRIVED NEAR QUA~lG. TRI TO REINFORCE THE FIRST CAVALRY 
DIVISION A~D AN ADDITIONAL TWO ARE EXPFCTED TO ~E IN POSITION 
TOMORROW AT THE SA~E LOCATION. THE FIRST CAVALRY(23 FEBRUARY)
DIVISION CAPTURED 12 PRISONERS. INITIAL REPORTS INDICAT~ 
THfsT Tl-fREE DIFFERENT ENEMY REGIMENTSARE REPRESENTED BY THE 
12 P~ISO~ERS. G~NER~L WESTMORELAND THIS MEA~S,DOES NOT ~NO~ WHAT 

. ~UT l-fE .EXPECTS TO OBTAIN SIGNIFICANT INFORMAiION FROM INTERROGATION 
• THAT ~ILL BE EXPLOITABLE IN TERMS OF IDENTIFYING SOYE INDICATION 

OF ENEMY P1TENTION. 



4. GENERAL EXPRESSEDWESTMORELAND THE VIEW THAT HUE ~AY 
HAVE BEEN THE ENEMY'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE FROM THE OUTSET OF 
THE TET OFFENSIVE. REPORTS INDICATE A~ E~E~Y EFFORT TO 
REINFORCE HUE TijROUGH THE A SHAU VALLEY ~ND HE IS ~ATCHINGTHE 
A SHAU VALLEY VERY CAREFULLY. 

5~ THERE WAS LITTLE ACTIVITY IN THE II CORPS AREA. 

6. THERE WAS CONTACT EARLY 22 FEBRUARYABOUT3 KILOMETERS 
WEST OF SAIGON WITH THE ENEMY REPULSEDAND DISPERSED. NORTH 
OF SAIGON IN SOUTHERNBINH DUONG PROVINCETHE RECONNAISSANCE 
COMPANYOF THE 5TH ARVN DIVISION ENGAGED AN ENEMY FORCE ¥!LLING 
20 ENEMYWHILE LOSING ONLY ONE KILLED. SOUTHEASTOF SAIGON 
IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE AN ENEMY FORCE OVERRAN A LOCAL 
POLICE STATION KILLING 7 AND SEIZING A SMALL NUMBER OF WEAPONS, 
THE EXACT NUMBER NOT SPECIFIED .. 

-. ON THE AFTEPNOON OF 22 FEBRUARYAT CAT LAI, ANTI-TANK 
ROCKETSWERE US~D BY THE ENEMY TO STRIKE SEVERAL AMMUNITION 

. BARGES. TWO BARGES EXPLODEDAND TWO 9ARGES WFRE BEACHED. 
DEMOLITIONEXPERTS ARE IN CONTROLIN THE AREA AND ARE ASSESSING 
DAMAGE. S~ALL ENEMY DETACHMENTS ROADSARE INTERDICTING 

. AROUNDSAIGON USING THE RPG-2 OR B-40 ROCKET AND RPG-7 OR 
B-41 ROCKETWITH SOME EfFECTIVENESS AGAINST VEij!CLES. ~S 
WE WERE TAL¥I~G GE~ERAL WESTMORELAND ARVN CONTACT REPORTED 
WITH TWO ENEMY BATTALIONSEAST OF TAM SON NHUT WITH THE SPOOKY 
GUN SHIP WIT~ MINI-GUNS FIRING ON THIS FORCE. INITIAL 
REPORTS INDICATE 1 VC MAIN FORCE BATTALION A~D 1 VC LOCAL FORCE 
BATTALION. THE SIZE OF THE ENEMY FORCE IS TEMTATIVEAND SPECIFIC 
UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN ~ADE. 

8. GENERAL REPORTS THAT SI~CE THE TET OFFENSIVE WESTMORELAND 
BEG~N 0~ 29 JANUARY, 39,417 ENEMY~AVE BEEN REPORTED KILLED I~ 
ACTION ~ND 6,590 INDIVIDUALSHAVE BEEN DETAINED. 
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MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. General Westmoreland reported quite a bit of 
shelling at Khe Sanh and in _the DMZ area. Other intelli­
gence reports cover the scale. The helicopter reported 
hit by mortar fire at Khe Sanh may have been hit by a 
rocket according to information that General Abrams passed 
to General Westmoreland. An attack on Khe Sanh is expected 
during the night of 23-24 February, Saigon time. The 
Vietnamese Ranger Battalion holding a part of the perimeter 
at Khe Sanh was probed by a force estimated to be a possible 
enemy battalion. The probing force used fire crackers, but 
initial reports indicate the probe was not successful. 

2. U.S. Marines continued to clear the area of the 
Citadel in Hue for which they are responsible. The Vietnamese 
Marines have been less active than desirable. Recoilless rifles 
discussed in yesterday's telephone call were delivered to 
Vietnamese Marines on 23 February. More aggressive attacks 
by this force are expected on 24 February. Security forces 
on Highway 1, between Da Nang and Hue-Phu Bai continued to 
be thickened. One battalion of the 82d Airborne Division 
Task Force moved from Chu Lai and closed at Hue-Phu Bai just 
southeast of Hue. 

·3. Throughout the rest of South Vietnam the tempo of 
activity decreased. There were no reports of activity in 
II Corps. Contact continues with enemy forces west, north 
and easi of Saigon. General Weyand reported to General 
Wheeler that forces in III Corps are killing about 300 enemy 
a day. There is some indication that enemy forces have been 
directed to break up into smaller units in the Saigon area 
and to focus their efforts on disrupting normal activity to 
the maximum extent of their capability. This indication has 
not been confirmed. 

4. In IV Corps there is a mixed picture. General Eckhardt 
reported to General Wheeler that the main road from Saigon to 
the south should be opened to Cau Mau in the southernmost 
province of the Delta by the night of 24 February. He expects 
interruptions to occur during hours of darkness but expects 
to be able to restore traffic during daylight hours. 

J0P.SfCRtr:::::_ 



. ....' . 

-JOflSEC~ 

S. The damage to regional and popular forces appears 
to be small in III Corps. Reports are not yet complete. 
There is a mixed picture in IV Corps. Some regional forces_ 
have been hard hit. Reports indicate that approximately 
500 popular forces are still missing, although General 
Westmoreland does not believe that this is an alarming . 
numbet becaus~ it is a relatively small proportion of the 
total popular forces in IV Corp~. 

6. Special B-52 strikes were directed at a reported 
location of the Headquarters, 7th NVA Division, approximately 
10 kilometers south of Phuoc Vinh. Initial assessment indi­
cated some underground complexes have been opened up, and 

· there were numerous secondary explosions. Additional bomb 
damage assessment will be made. General Westmoreland had 
intended to direct an intensive bombing by the B-52s of 
enemy concentrations in the A Shau Valley. He has delayed 
these.strikes in favor of shifting the B-52 effort to the 
Khe Sanh area because of the reported imminence of enemy
a·ttack on Khe Sanh. • 

7. General Westmoreland reported the latest casualty 
figures accrued since 29 January 1968: KIA 40,199; detained 
6,671; individual weapons cap~ured 9,853; and crew-served 
weapons captured 1,482. General Westmoreland went on to 
explain that. he believes the casualty count is a reasonable 
one, although it prob~bly includes porters and laborers 
assisting enemy forces. Any inflation of reported casualties 
caused by the inclusion of porters and laborers is offset by, 
casualties resulting from artillery and air strikes that are 
not included in the reports of enemy casualties. 

8. I also talked briefly to General Palmer who believes 
that the situation throughout southern Vietnam is stabilizing 
somewhat, although obviously not yet back to normal. 

HAROLD K. J SON 
ACTING CHAIRMAN. 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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THIS IS REPORT NUMBER NINETEEN ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE 
SANH AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 22, 1968. 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN NORTHERNQUANGTRI PROVINCEYESTERDAY 
PARALLELEDTHE PREVIOUS DAY, ·AS HEAVY ENEMYSHELLING POUNDED 
POSITIONS OCCUPIED BY FRIENDLY TROOPS. THE DAY•s TOTAL CLIMBED 
TO 935 ROUNDSOF ENEMY ARTILLERY, MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE. 
REPETITIOUS OF RECENT WEEKS, THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE RECEIVED 
THE BRUNT OF THE INCOMING AS THE 26TH MARINES BORE 170 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR,. 155. ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 52 ROCKETROUNDSCASUALT!ES 
ATTRIBUTEDTO THE SHELLING WERE SEVEN KILLED, 22 WOUNDED: 
Cl8 EVACUATED). 

WHILE CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED ONLY 29 ROUNDSOF MIXED MORTAR 
AND ARTILLERY, FRIENDLY ELEMEMTS AT DONG HA COUNTED 81 ROUNDSOF HEAVY 
ARTILLERY. AT THE DMZ, FOUR MID-AFTERNOON BROUGHTBARRAGES 
193 ROUNDSOF MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY TO CON THIEN. TWO 
MARINESREQUIREDMEDICALEVACUATIONDUE TO WOUNDS SUSTAINED 
FROM THE BARRAGE. AT NEIGHBORING GIO LINH, THE RECEIPT OF 
125 ARTILLERYROUNDSWAS LINKED WITH EIGHT LATE MORNING ROCKET 
ROUNDS. INCOMING ROUNDSAT CUA VIET CEASED AT 10:00 A.M., 
BUT ONLY AFTER 86 ARTILLERYROUNDSHAD BEEN RECEIVED BY 1ST 
AMTRACBATTALIONPOSITIONS. CASUALTIES FROM THE SHELLING WERE: 
ONE KILLED, 12 WOUNDED<NINE EVACUATED). 

IN GROUNDACTIVITY, ONLY ONE CONTACT WAS REPORTED. MARINES 
IN OPERATIONKENTUCKY, A SMALL ENEMY AMBUSHED FORCE AND KILLED 
FIVE NVA. ONE MARINE WAS KILLED A~D NINE WOUNDED IN THE ENCOUNTER. 

AT 4:45 P.M. A HELICOPTER, WHILE ATTEMPTING TO LIFT OFF AT 
KHE SANH, WAS HIT BY A MORTAR ROUNDCAUSING THE AIRCRAFT TO 
CRASH. RESULTING CASUALTIES <EVACUATED)WERE TWO KILLED, ONE WOUNDED •• 



• . .. . 

241 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN IN THE KHE SANH AREA. 
THE MARINE AIRCRAFT WING FLEW 87 SORTIES. BOMB DAMAGEASSESSMENT 
I~CLUDEDONE SECONDARY ONE MORTAR ANDFIRE, POSITION DESTROYED 
THREE KILLED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 132 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW22, 
USING COMBAT SKY SPOT. ARC LIGHT B-52'S FLEW 14 STRIKES (40 SORTIES)
IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING TO 183.5PERIOD AMOUNTED 
SHORT TONS. THERE WERE 82 SHORT TONS OF CLASS V, AMMUNITION. 
NINETEENSHORT TONS OF VEHICLES, CONSISTING OF FORKLIFTS. 
MAIL AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AMOUNTED AND 4 SHORT TONS TO 1.5 
RESPECTIVELY. IN ADDITION, 76 REPLACEMENT WERE LANDED PASSENGERS 
AT THE AIRFIELD. SORTIES INCREASED TO A TOTAL OF 26. ELEVEN 
C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED. AND ONE 11 AIR DROPS. TWO C-130'S 
USAF C-123 AIRCRAFT LANDED ON THE AIRFIELD. IN ADDITION, 
RESUPPLYSORTIES BY MARINE HELICOPTERS WERE FLOWN. 

THERE WERE TWO MISSIONS FIRED DURING THE PERIOD USING FIRECRACKER. 
TWELVEROUNDSWERE FIRED ON ENEMY TROOPS IN THE OPEN WITH 
UNDETERMINED SIX ROUNDS IN CLOSERESULTS. ANOTHER WERE EXPENDED 
DEFENSIVEFIRES. 

FOR THE NEXT 24.HOURS A TOTAL OF 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES 
WILL BE FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE EIGHT 
ARC LIGHT STRIKES (24 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED BAD. 
LOW CLOUDS AND DENSE GROUND FOG REDUCED THE CEILING AND VISIBILITY 
TO NEAR ZERO DURING MOST OF THE PERIOD. CONDITIONS IMPROVED 
SOMEWHAT WHEN CEILING AND DURING THE AFTERNOON THE CLOUD 
VISIBILITY BECAME1500 FOOT BROKEN AND SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST 
FOR TODAY CALLS FOR GRADUAL FROM NEAR ZERO IMPROVEMENT 
CONDITIONSTO A 1200 FOOT CEILING AND SIX MILES VISIBILITY 
BY ·1:00 P.~. AFTER 6:00 P.M. THE CLOUD CEILING AND VISIBILITY WILL 
BOTH LOWER TO NEAR-ZERO THE REMAINDER AND REMAIN SO THROUGHOUT 
OF THE PERIOD. 
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HERE'IIITH GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL 
WESTMORELAND. 

1. GENERAL 'lESTMORELAND REPORTED QUITE A BIT OF SHELLING AT 
KHE SANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. OTHER DlTELL IGENCE RE PORTS 
~ovER THE SCALE. THE HELICOPTER REPORTED HIT BY MORTAR FIRE 

AT KHE SANH MAY HAVE BEEN HIT BY A ROCKET ACCORDING TO INFOR­
MATION THAT GENERAL ABRAMS PASSED TO GENERAL WESTMORELAND. 
AN ATTACK ON KHE SANH IS EXPECTED DUR ING THE NIG h'T OF 23-24 
FEBRUARY, SAIGON T !ME. THE VIETNAMESE RANGER BATT AL ION 
HOLDIOO -A PART OF THE PER !METER AT KHE SANH WAS PROBED BY A 
FORCE ESTIMATED T_O BE A POSSIBLE ENEMY BATTALION. THE 
FROBING FORCE USED FIRE CRACKERS, EUT INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE 

• THE PROBE WAS NOT SUCCESSFUL. 

2. U.S. MAR INES CONTINUED TO CLEAR THE AREA OF THE CITADEL IN 
HUE FOR WHICH THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE. THE VIETNAMESE MAR INES 
HAVE BEEN LESS ACTIVE THAN DESIRABLE. RECOILLESS RIFLES 
DISCUSSED IN YESTERDAY'S TELEPHONE CALL WERE DELIVERED TO 
VIETNAMESE MARINES ON 23 FEBRUARY. MORE AGGRESSIVE ATTACKS 
BY THIS FORCE ARE EXPECTED ON 24 FEBRUARY. SECU?.ITY FORCES 
ON HIG HwAY 1, BETWEEN DA NANG AND HUE-PHU 3A I CONTINUED TO 
BE THICKE~ED. ONE BATTALION OF THE 82D AIRBORNE DIVISION 
TASK FORCE MOVED FROM CHU LA I AND CLOSED AT HUE-PHU BA I JUST 
SJUT H EA 3T OF HUE. 

• 3. THROUGHOUT THE REST OF SOUTH VIETNAM THE TEMPO OF ACTIVITY 
DECREASED. THERE WERE NO REPORTS OF ACTi\/ITY IN II CORPS. 
CONTACT CONTINUES WITH ENEMY FORCES WEST, NORTH AND EAST OF 
SAIGON. GF.NE:RAL WEYAND REPORTED TO GENERAL WHEELER THAT FORCES 
1N III CORPS ARE KILLING ABOUT 300 ENEMY A DAY. THERE IS SCME 
IND ICAT IO~ THAT ENEMY FORCES HAVE BEEN D IRECT2D TO BREAK UP 
INTO SMALLER UNITS IN THE SAIGON AREA AND r·o FOCUS THEIR EFFORTS 
ON DISiUPTING NO~MAL ACTIVITY TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT OF THEIR 
CAPABILITY. THIS INDICATION HAS NOT BEEN CONFIR~lED •• 
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4. IN IV CORPS THERE IS A MIXED PICTURE. GENERAL ECKHARDT 
REPORTEJ TO GENERAL WHEELER THAT THE MA IN ROAD FROM SAIGON 
TO THE SOUTH SHOULD BE OPENED TO CAU MAU IN THE SOUTHERNMOST 
PROVINCE OF THE DELTA BY THE NIGHT OF 24 FEBRUARY. HE EXPECTS 
INTERRUPTIONS TO OCCUR DURING HOURS OF DARKNESS BUT EXPECTS 
TO BE ABLE TO RESTORE TRAFFIC DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS. 

5. THE DAMAGE TO REGIONAL AND POPULAR FORCES APPEARS TO BE 
SrlALL IN I I I CORPS. RE PORTS ARE NOT YET COMPLETE. THERE IS A 
MIXED PICTURE IN IV CORPS. SOME REGIONAL FORCES HAVE BEEN 
HARD HIT. REPORT 3 INDICATE THAT APPROXIMATELY 500 POPULAR 
FORCES ARE STILL MISSING, ALTHOOOH GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES 
NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS AN ALARMING NUMBER BECAUSE IT IS A 
RELATIVELY SMALL PROPORTION OF THE TOTAL POPULAR FORCES IN IV 
CORPS. 

6. SPECIAL B-52 STRIKES WERE DIRECTED AT A REPORTED LOCATION 
OF THE HEADQUARTERS, 7TH NVA DIVISION, APPROXIMATELY 10 
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF PHUOC VINH. INITIAL ASSESSMENT INCICATED 
SOME UNDERGROUND COMfLlXES HAVE BEEN OPENED UP, AND THERE 
WERE NUMEROUS SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. ADDITIONAL BOMB DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENT WILL BE MADE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAD INTENDED TO 
DIRECT AN HITENSIVE BOMBING BY THE 8-52S OF ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS 

• IN THE A SHAU VALLY. HE HAS DELAYED THESE STRIKES IN FAVOR 
OF SHIFTIOO THE B-52 EFFORT TO THE KHE SANH AREA BECAUSE OF 
THE REPORTED IMMINENCE OF .ENEMY ATTACK ON KHE SANH. 

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND REPORTED THE LATEST CASUALTY FIGURES 
ACCRUED SINCE 29 JANUARY 1968: KIA 40,199; DETAINED 6,671; 
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED 9,853; AND CREW-SERVED WEAPONS 
CAPTURED 1,482. GENERAL WE ST MORELAND WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT 
HE BELIEVES THE CASUALTY COUNT IS A REASONABLE ONE, ALTHOUGH 
IT PROBABLY INCLUDES PORTERS AND LABORERS ASSISTING ENEMY 
FORCES. ANY INFLATION OF REPORTED CASUALTIES CAUSED BY THE 
INCLUSION OF .PORTERS AND .LABORERS IS OFFSET BY CASUALTIES 
RESUT ING FROM ARTILLERY AND A IR STRIKES THAT ARE NOT INCLUDED 
IN THE REPORTS OF ENEMY CASUAL! !ES. 

8. I ALSO TALKED BR !EFL Y TO GENERAL PALMER WHO BELIEVES 
THE SITUATION THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN VIETNAM IS STABILIZING 
WHAT, ALTHOOOH OBVIOUSLY NOT YET BACK TO NORMAL. 

THAT 
SOME­
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