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Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland
and General Abrams

1. General Westmoreland's daily cable reports on activity
at Khe Sanh and in the DMZ area. Following heavy artillery,
mortar and rocket fire at Khe Sanh on the afternoon and evening
of 23 February, reports for 24 February indicate only light and
sporadic fire at Khe Sanh.

2. Vietnamese forces have captured the Palace inside the
Citadel and the VC flag that was flying over the Palace is now
in the First ARVN Division Command Post. Friendly forces hold
all of Hue except a quarter circle 500 meters in radius at the
southwest corner of the Citadel wall. General Westmoreland
commented that it appeared that enemy resistance was crumbling.

. President Thieu plans to visit Hue on 25 February, although
General Westmoreland indicated that the weather forecast is such
that President Thieu may not be able to land. General Abrams
reports a number of gallant actions by the First ARVN Division
starting with attack on Citadel west wall at 0200 hours on

24 February and culminating in seizure of the Palace after
daylight. The responsible company commander was promoted to
Captain on the spot by the Vietnamese Division Commander. The
remalnlng enemy-held area 1s tightly encircled. Enemy withdrawal
is expected.

3. There was little activity in the II Corps Area.

4. In III Corps Area the major activity was the rocket
attack on Tan Son Nhut and the area around Tan Son Nhut. One
round landed not far from the house where General Wheeler was
spending the night. General Wheeler and General Westmoreland are
spending the night of 24-25 February in General Westmoreland's
Headquarters.

5. In IV Corps Area 19 separate operations throughout the
Corps Area resulted in 109 eneny killed at a cost of 30 Vietnamese
killed. Two battalions of the U.S. Riverine Force swept an
island in the river immediately north of Can Tho and Binh Tuy
airfield and picked up a number of Viet Cong suspects. This
island has been a source of fire against river patrol craft
and has constituted a long-time nuisance. Highway 4 was open

from Saigon to Bac Lieu on 24 February.
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6. I questioned General Westmoreland concerning intelli-
gence reports that indicate an early attack on Da Nang.
General Westmoreland indicated that he and General Wheeler
visited Da Nang on 24 February and that the threat of ground
attack on Da Nang does not appear to be significant. I also
questioned him about the movement of substantial enemy forces
from the north into the Saigon area. He believes that the three
divisions reported in the area have suffered substantial casualties
in earlier contacts and that the forces guarding Saigon can handle
the situation. General Westmoreland has the capability to reinforce
Saigon promptly.

7. Following the visit to Da Nang, General Wheeler and
General Westmoreland met with President Thieu, Vice President Ky
and General Vien. Topics discussed were not reviewed by
General Westmoreland, but he indicated a wide-ranging, useful
and realistic exchange of views.

8. General Westmoreland is endeavoring to divert some B-52
strikes into the A Shau Valley where he reports that 30 ground
targets exist that constitute what he considers to be an alternate
logistics complex built up to support the attack on Hue. Diver-
sions of B-52 strikes will not be at the expense of a continued
"pounding around Khe Sanh. 1In addition, intelligence teams will
be inserted in and near A Shau Valley as weather permits;
unfavorable weather has prevented attempts made during this past
week.

/

HAROLD K. JOHNSON
ACTING CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
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FEBRUARY 24, 1968
TODAY'S KHE SANH REPORT :

1500 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIREj

© -- SMALL PROBING GROUND CONTACTS; R —
-- 165 TONS DELIVERED; Autherity & 0SD_ ltter JAN 3_1919
-- BAD WEATHER CONT INUES; Byl . NARS, Datenl 22

NEVERTHELESS, CONSIDERABLE AIR SUPPORT AND SOME
SECONDARY EXFLOSIONS.

ADDITIONAL LATE ITEM: INTELLIGENCE INDICATES THE ENEMY'S
MAJOR ARTILLERY REGIMENT HAS MOVED UP CLOSE TO THE BASE NEAR
KHE SANH TOWN.

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

- THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ
AREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 23, 1968.

FRIENDLY ELEMENTS BORDERING IN THE DMZ EXPERIENCED AN ACCELERATED
ENEMY THRUST YESTERDAY AS ENEMY FIRING WAS IN EXCESS OF 1500 ROUNDS OF
MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY, EARMARKED FOR FRIENDLY HELD INSTALLATIONS.
KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, THE FREFERRED ENEMY TARGET, BORE OVER 85 PERCENT
OF THESE ENEMY EXPLOSIVES AS 1000 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, AND 300 ROUNDS OF
MORTAR IMPACTED IN THE VICINITY. CASUALTIES WERE: 10 XILLED IN ACTION,
51 WOUNDED IN ACTION (21 EVACUATED)>. INCIDENT TO THE BOMBARDNENT WAS A
FIRE IN AN AMMUNITION SUPPLY DUMP, AS 1000 HIGH EXPLOSIVE RCUNDS,

120 CANISTER ROUNDS BOTH SOMM AND 500 BEEHIVE ROUNDS 106MM WERE
~DESTROYED. RESUPPLY IS SCHEDULED FOR TOYORROW. COUNTER BATTERY
WAS FIRED ON SUSPECTED ENEMY FIRING POSITIONS RESULTING

IN ONE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSION.

FEW AREAS WENT UNTOUCHED IN NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE
DURING THE REPCRTING PERIOD. CAMP CARROLL RECZIVED 23 ROUMNDS
OF MORTAR; 26 ARTILLERY ROUNDS IiiPACTED AT DONG HA. FOUR
MARINES REQUIRED EVACUAT ICN AT CAMP CARROLL; TWO MARINES
WERE SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AT DONG HA. AT CON THIEN, FOUR AFTERNOON ENENMY
BARRAGES BROUGHT & ROUNDS OF HEAVY ARTILLERY ATOP POSITIONS
HELD BY THE MARINES. AN ART ILLERY EOJBARDFEWT FELL IN THE SALINE

i S e Ly T
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WHICH .INFLICTED MINCR WOUNDS ON ONE MARINE. FINALLY, ENEMY
ATTENTION CONTINUED TO FOCUS AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMIRAC
RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY.

.~ IN GROUND ACT ION YESTERDAY, AN ARVN RANGER BATALLION MADE
CONTACT WITH AN ESTIMATED ENEMY BATTALLION AT KHE SANH,
200-400 METERS FROM THE PERIMETER. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY WAS
FIRED IN SUPFORT. CASUALTIES ARE UNREPORTED. ALSC, IN A SMALL
CONTACT AGAINST A SMALL ENEMY FORCE, A MARINE COMPANY
SUCCEEDED IN KILLING 7 NVA, WHILE SUSTAINING ONE FRIENDLY
FATALITY, ,

THIRTY ROUNDS OF 105MM COFRAM ORDNANCE WERE ENPLOYED
IN ONE MISSION IN SUPPORT OF THE ARVN RANGER BATALLION
IN THE VICINITY OF THE XKHE SANH COMBAT BASE ON A SUSPECTED
NVA BATALLION, VITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS.

A TOTAL 351 TACTICAL SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING THE PERIOD
IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 68 SORTIES.

BOMB .DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED THREE SECONDARY EXFLOSIONS,
TWO SECONDARY FIRES, AND SIX BUNKERS DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE
FLEW 199 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 84 SORTIES. WEATHER AGAIN
NECESSITATED THE MAJORITY OF MISSIONS BEING COMBAT SKY
SPOT . BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FROM VISUAL STRIKES INCLUDED
SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, NINE ROAD
CUTS, TWO ROCKET POSITIONS DESTROYED, AND FIVE TRUCKS AND
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED., THERE WERE 14 B-52 STRIKES (45 SORTIES)
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED TO
165 SHORT TONS., MEDICAL SUPPLIES AMOUNTED TO ONE SHORT TON.
IN ADDITION 17 REPLACEMENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT THE
THE AIR FIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALED 15 ON 23 FEB.,

TEN C130 AIRCRAFT COMFLETED 10 AIRDROPS. THREE C123 AIRCRAFT
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID 2 MARINE HELICOPTERS.

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN
IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES
(42 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

- THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD, THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS POOR,
WITH LOW STRATUS CLOUDS REDUCING THE CEILING TO 100 TO 1000
FOOT BROXEN AND DENSE GROUND FOG LOWERING SURFACE VISIBILITY
TO 1716 TO 5 MILES, 5,

THE FORECAST FOR TODAY IS FOR CLOUD CEILINGS AND SURFACE
VISIBILITIES NEAR ZERO EXCEPT FROM 1000 AM TO 6:00 PM WHEN
THE CEILING WILL RAISE TO 500 FOOT BROKEN AND THE VISIBILITY
TO 1 MILE IN GROUND FOG AND DRIZZLE.

- DTG 241410Z FEB 63
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HEREYITH GEN, JOHNSON'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION
WITH WESTY AND ABRAMS. —

e

IN THE PAST TWENTY-FCUR HOURS A TOME OF SOMEWHAT INCREASED
CONFIDENCE IS EMERGING FROM OUR MILITARY IN SAIGON -- AS IF THE
SCALE AND LIYITS OF THE TASX AHEAD HAD BECCME MOREF MEASIHRABLE
AND' MANAGEABLE. BUT MUCH OSSCURITY STILL BECLOUDS THE COUNTRY-
SIDE WHERE MCST OF THE PEOPLE ARE.

1. GFNERAL WESTMORELAND'S DAILY CABLF REPORTS OMN ACTIVITY AT
KHE SANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. FCLLOVING HEAVY ARTILLERY, MORTAP
AND ROCKET FIPE AT KHE SANH ON THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING OF 23
FEBRUARY, REPORTS FOR 24 FEBRIJARY INDICATE ONLY LIGHT AND
SPORADIC FIRE AT KHE SANH,

. 2. VIETNAMESE FORCES HAVE CAPTURED THE PALACE INSIDE THE
- CITADEL AND THE VC FLA” THAT WAS FLYING OVER THE PALACE IS5 NOW
IN THE FIRST ARVUN DIVISION COMMAND POST, FRIENDLY FCRCES HOLD
ALL OF HUE EXCEPT A QUARTER CIRCLE 500 METERS IM RADIUS AT

THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE CITADEL WALL. RENERAL WESTMORELAND
COMMENTED THAT IT APPEARED THAT ENE¥Y RESISTANCE WAS CRUMBLING,
PRESIDENT THIE!l PLANS TO VISIT HUE ON 25 FERRUARY, ALTHOUGH
GEMERAL WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT THE WEATHER FORECAST IS
SUCH THAT PRESIDENT THIE!D MAY NOT BE ABLE TO LAND. GFNERAL
ARRAMS REPORTS A NUMRER OF GALLANT ACTIONS RY THE FIRST ARVN
DIVISION STARTING WITH ATTACK ON CITADEL WEST WALL AT 0200 HOURS
ON 24 FEBRYARY AND CULMINATING IN SEIZJRE OF THE PALACE AFTER
DAYLIGHT., TWE RESPOMSIRLE COMPANY COMMANDER WAS PROYOTED TO
CAPTAIN ON THE SPOT BY THE VIETNAMESE DIVISIOM COMMANDER, THE
REMAINING ENEMY-MELD AREA IS TIGHTLY F”CIPCL?D ENEMY WITH=-
DRAWAL IS EXPECTED,

. X.. THFRF WAS 1 TTTIF ACTTUTTY TN THF 1T CCRPS ARFA.
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4, IN TIT CORPS AREA THE MAJOR ACTIVITY WAS THE ROCKET
ATTACK ON TAN SON NHUT AND THE AREA AROUND TAN SON NHUT., ONE
ROUND LANDED NOT FAR FROM THE HOUSE WVYERE GENERAL WHEFLER WAS
SPENDING THE NIGHT, GENERAL WHEELER AND GENERAL WESTMORELAND ARE
SPENDING THE NIGHT OF 24-25 FEBRUARY IN GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S
HEADQUARTERS.

5. IN 1V CORPS AREA 19 SEPARATE OPERATIONS THROUGHOUT THE
CORPS AREA RESULTED INM 109 ENEMY XILLED AT & COST OF 30 VIETNAMESE
KILLFD., TWO BATTALIONS OF THE U.S. RIVERINE FORCE SWEPT AN
ISLAND IN THE RIVER IMMEDIATELY NORTH OF CAN THO AND BINH
TUY AIRFIELD AND PICKED UP A NUMBER OF VIET COMG SUSPECTS. TMIS
ISLAND HAS REEN A SOURCE OF FIRE AGAINST RIVER PATROL CRAFT AND
HAS CONSTITUTED A LONG-TIME MUISANCE. HIGHWAY 4 WAS OPEN FROM
SAIGON TO RAC LIE! ON 24 FEBRUAPY.

6. I QUESTIONED GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONMCERNING IMNTELLIGENCE
REPORTS THAT INDICATE AN EARLY ATTACK ON DA NANG, ZENERAL
WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HE AND GENERAL WHEELFR VISITED Da
NANG ON 24 FESRIJARY AND THAT THE THREAT OF GROUND ATTACK ON
DA NANG DOES MOT APPEAR TO BE SIGNIFICANT, I ALSO 2YESTIONED
HIM AROUT THE MOVEMENT OF SUBSTANTIAL ENEMY FCRCES FROM THE
NORTH INTO THE SAIGON AREA, HE BELIEVES THAT THE THREE DIVISIONS
REPORTED IN THE AREA HAVE SUFFERED SUBSTANTIAL CASHALTIES IN
EARLIER CONTACTS AND THAT THE FORCES GIJARDING SAIGOMN CAN HANDLE
THE SITUATION, GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS THE CAPARILITY TO
REINFORCE SAIGON PROMPTLY.

7. FOLLOWING THE VISIT TO DA NANG, GENFRAL WHEFLER AND
GENERAL WESTMORELAMD MET WITHY PRESIDENT THIE!J, VICE PRESIDENT
KY AND GENERPAL VIEN, TOPICS DISCYUSSED WERE NOT REVIEWED BY
GENERAL WESTMORELAND, BUT HE INDICATED A WIDE-RANGING, USEF'L
AND REALISTIC EXCHAXNGE OF VIEYS.,

8. GENERAL WESTMORELAND IS ENDFAVORING TO DIVERT SOME R-52
STRIKES INTO THE A SHAU VALLEY WHERE HME REPORTS THAT 30 ;
GROUND TARGETS EXIST THAT CONSTITUTE WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO RE AN
ALTERNATE LOGISTICS COMPLEX BUILT UP TO SUPPORT THE ATTACK OM
HUE, DIVERSIONS OF R-52 STRIKES WILL NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF a
CONTINJES POUNDING AROUMD KHE SANY, IN ADDITION, INTELLIGEMNCE
TEAMS WILL BE INSERTED IN AND NEAR A SHAU VALLEY AS WEATHER
PERMITS: UNFAYORASLE WEATHER HAS PREVENTED ATTEMPS MADE DURING
THIS PAST WEEK,

DTG: 241617Z FEB 63

. - a4 - -




o " | Received " “shington CommCen A
- A 8:35 AM. 3T Sunday 25 Feb 68 27

Received IBJ Ranch CommCen

W  EEA221 o 8:2) AM. CST Sunday 25 Feb
00 WTE10 4 unday 25 Feb 68
DE WTE 847 6?/" Blo
FROM WALT ROSTOW . -
TO THE PRESIDEN DECLASS ’
CITE CAP80564 ’ 0SD ;3%?” :
Authority JAN 3 1979
—SECRET — By @  NARS Dote 4-25-79

MR. ROSTOW WILL BE IN LATER THIS MORNING AND WILL HAVE
A COMMENT ON THIS REPORT FOR YOU.

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND. R

THIS ISJREPGRT NUMBER TWENTY-ONE}ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ QHEA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD
FEBRUARY 24, 1968.

ENEMY ACTION SLACKENED CONSIDERABLY IN NORTHERN

QUANG TRI PROVINCE YESTERDAY AS COMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS
DAY'S ACTIVITIES, ENEMY SHELLING DECREASED GREATLY. THE
KHE SANH COMBAT BASE WAS AGAIN THE PRIMARY TARGET OF THE
ENEMY SHELLING AS THE FRIENDLY FORCES RECEIVED OVER HALF
OF THE 532 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR ROUNDS
DIRECTED AGAINST OUR AREAS YESTERDAY. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES
AT KHE SANH AS THE RESULT OF THE ENEMY SHELLING AMOUNTED
TO SEVEN KILLED AND 20 WOUNDED, WITH 11 WOUNDED EVACUATED.

ENEMY EFFORTS RELAXED IN THE LANCASTER AREA AS ONLY ONE
MORTAR ROUND IMPACTED AT CAMP CARROLL. FOUR ROUNDS OF
MORTAR FELL AT DONG HA WITH FOUR ADDITIONAL ROUNDS
FALLING AT C=2. FIVE MARINES REQUIRED EVACUATION AT C-2.
ENEMY SHELLING INTENSIFIED AT CON THIEN, HOWEVER, AS
THAT BASE RECEIVED 237 EARLY AFTERNOON ROUNDS OF MORTAR
AND ARTILLERY, RESULTING IN TWO MARINES KILLED, AND FIVE
WOUNDED AND EVACUATED. AT CUA VIET, THE 1ST AMTRAC
BATTALION RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF 100MM ARTILLERY IN THE
AFTERNOON, WITH THREE MARINES REQUIRING EVACUAT ION.

OTHER THAN SHELLING, ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA CONSISTED OF

- THREE SPORADIC CONTACTS INVOLVING THE 3D BATTALION,
3D MARINES AND THE 1ST BATTALION, ATH MARINES IN OPERATION ,
KENTUCKY. THEY ENGAGED AND KILLED 11 NVA WHILE SUSTAINING i
NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. IN AN OBSERVED FIRE MISSION !
YESTERDAY, FIVE NVA WERE KILLED IN THE OPEN ABOUT SEVEN i
KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CAMP CARROLL. AT CUA VIET A |
NAVY CONVOY WITH THREE UTILITY LANDING CRAFTS, ONE MECHANIZED )
LANDING CRAFT, AND PATROL CRAFT, RECEIVED ANTI-TANK ROCKET,
AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FIRE AND MORTAR FIRE, RESULTING IN TWO
USN UOUNDED AND EVACUATED. - N
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THERE WERE FIVE ROUNDS OF COFRAM TYPE ORDNANCE
FIRED DURING THIS PERIOD, MIXED WITH HIGH EXPLOSIVES, ON TROOPS

- IN THE OPEN, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS DUE TO OBSERVER-TO-
TARGET RANGE.

A TOTAL 294 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING
THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW
© 92 SORTIES, WITH BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDING THREE SECONDARY
EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, AND TWO BUNKERS
DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 162 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW
40, WITH 106 SORTIES ON COMBAT SKY SPOT. VISUAL BOMB
DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN
SECONDARY FIRES, FIVE MILITARY STRUCTURES DESTROYED,

AND 50 MILITARY STRUCTURES DAMAGED. SEVEN B~52
STRIKES (36 SORTIES) WERE FLOYN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED
TO 152 SHORT TONS. SIXTY-NINE PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT
THE AIRFIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 24 ON 24 FEBRUARY.
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR-DROPS. FIVE C~123
AIRCRAFT LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID TEN MARINE HELICOPTERS.

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS 288 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WILL BE
FLOWN IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT
STRIKES (39 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

WEATHER AT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED
ABOUT THE SAME. CLOUDS REDUCED THE CEILING TO LESS THAN
600 FEET AND DENSE FOG LOWERED THE SURFACE VISIBILITY
TO LESS THAN THREE MILES. FROM 11:00AM - 5:00PM THERE WAS
SOME IMPROVEMENT AS THE CEILING LIFTED TO 1700 FEET AND
THE VISIBILITY TO SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST FOR 25 = 26
FEBRUARY DOES NOT INDICATE ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE.

I AM VERY PLEASED TO REPORT THAT HUE CITADEL WAS

CLEARED OF ENEMY AND SECURED AT 7:30AM. I HAVE JUST SENT
MY CONGRATULATIONS TO GEN TRUONG.

DTG 25/1335Z FEB 67
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FEBRUARY 25, 1968

HEREW ITH GEN. JOHNSON'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH
GENERAL WESTMORELAND

1. GENERAL VESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HIS DAILY CABLE
AND OPERATIONS REPORTS COVERED THE SITUAT ION IN SOUTH VIETNANM
COMPREHENSIVELY. HE ADDED THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS AS OF THE
TIME OF MY CONVERSAT ION WITH HIM.

THE RECOVERY OF HUE WAS A SIGNIFICANT MORALE BGOSTER TO
THE VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA. PRESIDENT THIEU VISITED HUE
AND EXTENDED HIS CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FORCES THERE.,

THE VIETNAMESE INTEND TO RETAIN THREE VIETNAMESE MARINE
BATTALIONS IN AND AROUND THE CITY. THE 3D ARVN REGIMENT
OF THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION WILL RETURN TO ITS OPERATIONAL
AREA NORTHWEST OF THE CITY WHERE IT WILL RECEIVE
REPLACEMENTS AND HAVE ITS‘COMBAT CAPABILITY RESTORED.

2. DURING THE DAY SOME ENEMY 130MM ARTILLERY SHELLS
LANDED AT DONG HA. IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE SOUTHEAST OF
SAIGON ONE TUG AND ONE MERCHANT SHIP WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY
WHAT ARE PRESUMED TO BE RECOILLESS RIFLES AND POSSIBLY RPG-2
AND RPG-7 ROCKETS. ALL DAMAGE WAS ABOVE THE WATER LINE AND
THE TUG AND THE SHIP PROCEEDED TO SAIGON UNDER THEIR OWN POWER.

S« THE PATTERN OF ENEMY ACT IONS INDICATES AN ENEMY EFFORT
TO ISOLATE AND STRANGLE MAJOR POPULAT ION CENTERS WITH A
SPECIAL EFFORT DIRECTED TOWARD SAIGON.

4. THZ GENERAL TEMPO OF ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAM
APPEARS TO BE SLCOWING DOWN SONMEWHAT. THE ENEMY IS HARDER TO
FIND AND HE APPEARS TO BE BREAXING DOWN INTO SMALLER UNITS,

5. GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONTINUES TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE
DETAIL CONTAINED IN NEWS STCRIES FILED FROM SOUTH VIETMNAM. HE
'EXPECTS TO HAVE A REVIEW OF HIS PROCEDURES COMPLETED BY THK=E
EVENING OF 26 FEERUARY AND IS FREPARED TO WITHDRAYW TH= CREDENTIALS

gs %igﬁﬁlN REPORTZRS IF GROUND RULES HAVE, IN FACT, BEEN VIOLATED
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" 6, THAE STAYING POWER OF THE ARVN CONTINUES TO BE UNDER
INTENSIVE STUDY. VIETNAMESE UNITS HAVE NOW BEEN ENGAGED ACT IVELY
FOR ABOUT 26 DAYS. THEY HAVE SUFFERED NMORE THAN A NORMAL NUMBER
OF CASUALTIES., SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE TAKEN
THE FOLLOWING ACT IONS:

A. SEPARATIONS (DISCHARGES) FROM THE MILITARY FORCES
HAVE BEEN DISCONT INUED FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PERFORMED
LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE.

B. INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE PA ST
WITH LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACTIVE SERVICE ARE BEING RECALLED TO
ACTIVE SERVICE. GENERAL WESTMORELAND DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY SUB-
STANTIAL NUMBER HAVE YET RETURNED TO DUTY BECAUSE THIS PROGRAM
HAS JUST BEEN STARTED.

C. INDIVIDUALS CHARGED WITH MILITARY OFFENSES AND
SERVING IN LABOR UNITS OR CONFINED IN MILITARY CONFINEMENT FACILI-
TIES HAVE BEEN GRANTED AMNESTY AND ARE BEING RETURNED TO THEIR
MILITARY UNITS.

D, SOME INDIVIDUALS ARE IN TRAINING TO MEET REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE EXPANDED VIETNAMESE MILITARY STRUCTURE. GENERAL
WESTMORELAND DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL BE
DIVERTED TO REPLACE THE HIGHER THAN EXPECTED CASUALTIES IN THE
EXISTING MILITARY STRUCTURE. (MY COMMENT ¢ DIVERSION TO REPLACE
CASUALTIES WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF FORMING THE ADDITIONAL ARVN
MILITARY UNITS,)

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND RECEIVED A LETTER DAY BEFORE
YESTERDAY FROM GENERAL VIEN, CHIEF OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE JOINT
GENERAL STAFF, POINT ING OUT THE UNFAVORABLE IIMMPACT ON VIETNAMESE
MORALE OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF MODERN WEAPONS IN THE HANDS OF
ENEMY UNITS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL GUERRILLAS. GENERAL WESTMORELAND
INDICATED THE VIETNAMESE HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN THE CARBINE AND
DESCRIBED IT AS A "POP GUN.,"

8. GENERAL WHEELER DEPARTED SAIGON AT APPROXIMATELY 4 P.M.,
SUNDAY, SAIGON TIME FOR BANGKOK.

DTG: 251532Z FEB 68
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FEBRUARY 26, 19568
HEREVITH WESTY REPORTS HIS NEW DISPOSITIONS:

-=- TO DEAL WITH A PROBABLE ATTACK (FEB. 27 OR 28) IN
THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS (DAK TO-KONTUM=-PLEIKU)j;

-- AND TO GET THE ARVN BACK ON THEIR FEET AND MOVING, o
WHICH WILL HAVE GEN. ABRAMS' FULL ATTENTION, WITH
GEN. CUSHMAN TAKING OVER THE I CORPS.

SUBJECT: GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL '
WESTMORLAND

l. GENERAL WESTMORELAND'S DAILY REPORT NUMBER 22 COVERS
THE SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN SOUTH VIETNAM. GENERAL WESTMORELAND |
IS NOW TURNING HIS ATTENTION TO BOTH i1HE NEAR-TERM AND LONGER- -
TERM FUTURE. IN THE I CORPS AREA HE INTENDS TO CONVERT
MACV FORWARD TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS TO COMMAND
UPERATIONS NORTH OF AI VAN PASS. WHEN THIS CONVERSION TAKES
PLACE, THE PROVISIONAL CORPS, THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION IN
THE DA NANG-AI VAN PASS AREA AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION
WILL BE SUBORDINATE TO III MAF HEADQUARTERS, COMMANDED BY 5
GENERAL CUSHMAN. IT IS THE INTEwTI.N TO CONCENTRATE NOW l
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION IN CLEARING
THE ENEMY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS AND AS THE MONSOON SHIFTS, '
TO WORK AGAINST THE ENEMY AND HIS BASE AREAS TO THE WEST \
AWAY FROM THE COASTAL AREAS. 1IN THE MEANTIME, B-52 STRIKES I
WILL BE EMPLOYED AGAINST ENEMY TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IN THE .
A SHAU VALLEY. INTELLIGENCE TEAMS ARE STANDING BY WAITING '
FOR A WEATHER BREAK TO BE INSERTED IN THE VICINITY OF THE

A SHAU VALLEY, TO GET BETTER INTELLIGENCE OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES
IN THAT AREA. '




2. SOME TROOP ADJUSTMENTS ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE II

CORPS AREA. TWO BATTALIONS OF THE 173RD BRIGADE HAVE BEEN
MOVED TO THE VICINITY OF KONTUM AND THE BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
WILL MOVE TO THIS AREA FROM BAN ME THUOT WITHIN THE NEXT
- 48 HOURS. THE ENEMY WHO HAVE THREATENED BAN ME THUOT (THE

33D NVA REGIMENT) APPEARS TO HAVE WITHDRAWN TO THE WEST.
GENERAL WESTMORELAND ESTIMATES THAT THEY HAVE ONE OR TWO
COMBAT EFFECTIVE BATTALIONS; THAT THEY ARE NOW ENGAGED IN
RESTORING THEIR COMBAT STRENGTH; AND HE EXPECTS CONTACT WILL
BE GAINED AGAIN WITH THIS UNIT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS FROM
NOW. GENERAL WESTMORELAND HAS DISCUSSED THE FRIENDLY TACTICAL
POSTURE IN II CORPS WITH GENERAL ROSSON, AND THE TWO OF
THEM BELIEVE THAT FORCES ARE WELL DISPOSED TO MEET ANY ATTACK
IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, IF SUCH ATTACK TAKES PLACE.

- 3. GENERAL WESTMORELAND MET TODAY WITH GENERAL WEYAND

AND GENERAL KHANG IN THE III CORPS AREA. FRIENDLY FORCES ARE
DISPOSED TO MEET ATTACKS ON PROVINCE AND DISTRICT TOWNS IN
THE" CORPS AREA, ALTHOUGH NEITHER GENERAL WEYAND NOR

GENERAL KHANG ARE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PREVENTING FUTURE ROCKET
ATTACKS. THEY BOTH BELIEVE THAT THE FORCES CAN REACT

RAPIDLY BUT CANNOT PREVENT THE EARLY ROCKET ROUNDS FROM
BEING LAUNCHED.

4, GENERAL WESTMORELAND IS PLANNING TO ASSIGN GENERAL
ROSSON TO REPLACE GENERAL ABRAMS WHEN MACV FORWARD IS CONVERTED
TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS UNDER GENERAL CUSHMAN®S
COMMAND. GENERAL ABRAMS WILL THEN RESUME HIS FULL-TIME DEPUTY
RESPONSIBILITIES AND RENEW HIS FOCUS ON ARVN AND POPULAR
AND REGIONAL FORCES. GENERAL WESTHMORELAND IS PARTICULARLY
ANXIOUS TO RETURN GENERAL ABRAMS TO THE PRIMARY TASK OF
RESTORING FULL COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS IN THE ARVN.

DTG: 261700Z FEB 68
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FEBRUARY 26, 1968

HEREWITH WESTY'S DAILY KHE SANH REPORT, GENERAL IMPRESSION:
THEY ARE INCREASING THEIR PRESSURE ON THE BASE, WITH BOTH ARTILLERY
AND GROUND PROBES,

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-TWO ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
FEBRUARY 25, 1568,

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY DURING THE PERIOD WAS LIMITED
TO ENEMY INCOMING ARTILLERY, ROCXET AND MORTAR ROUNDS,
WITH SPORADIC GROUND CONTACTS. A TOTAL OF 689 ENEMY
ROUNDS WERE FIRED AGAINST FRIENDLY POSITIONS IN NORTHERN
QUANG TRI PROVINCE., 350 ROUNDS FELL AT KHE SANH, IN
POSITIONS HELD BY THE 26TH MARINES, RESULTING IN THREE
MARINES XILLED, 52 WOUNDED (32 EVACUATED). MATERIEL
DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO HELICOPTERS DESTROYED, AND
TWO DAMAGED., CONDITION OF THE KHE SANH RUNWAY
WAS REPORTED TO BE POOR.

CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED FOUR ARTILLERY ROUNDS, AT
DONG HA, 22 POUNDS OF ARTILLERY FELL AT NOOY¥, INFLICTING
SERIOUS INJURIES TO ONE MARINE, EXTENSIVE DAMAGE WAS
CAUSED TO THREE COBRAS AND FOUR LIGHT OBSERVATION PLANES,
AT C-2 AND SURROUNDING AREAS, THE MARINES RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF
MIXED ARTILLERY AND MORTAR. 260 ARTILLERY RCUNDS AND 25 ROUNDS
OF MORTAR FELL AT CON THIEM. LIGHT SHELLING RECURRED
AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION RECEIVED TEN
ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY IN EARLY AFTERNOON SHELLING,

IN GROUND CONTACT DURING THE PERIOD, A SWEEP BY THE
3D BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, IN THE VICINITY OF THANH
XUAU RESULTED IN ONE ENEMY KILLED, AND ONE MARINE RECEIVED
MINOR WOUNDS. ;

IN ANOTHER GROUND CONTACT, A MID-MORNING PATROL FROM
B COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 26TH MARINES ENGAGED AN ESTI-
MATED NVA COMPANY JUST SOUTH OF THE KHE SANH BASE, THE
CONTACT BROKE AT NCON WITH ONE MARINE KILLED, 21 WOUNDED
AND 25 MISSING., ENEMY CASUALTIES ARE UNKNOWM,

IN OTHER ACTION WITHIN NORTHERN DMZ OPERATIONS, A MEDEVAC
HELICOPTER CRASHED OUTSIDE HILL 831 (SCUTH) PERIMETER.
PILOT AND CREY ARE SAFE WITHIN THE PERINETER. IN THE LATE
AFTERNOON, THREE ENEMY SELF-PROPELLED GUNS WERE
REPORTED 10 KILOMETERS WEST OF MILL 281. AIRSTRIKES WERE
CONDUCTED BUT WEATHER PREVENTED DAMAGE ASSESSYENT,
IN ANOTHER SIGNTING, THREE TANKS WERE REPORTED IN THE
VICINITY OF ¥ME SaNH AND WERE TAKEM UNDER FIRE BY AIR




- A TOTAL OF 229 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN IM
SUPPORT OF KHE SANH, MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 85 SORTIES.
BOMB DAMAGE INCLUDED TWO SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE
SECONDARY FIRE AND ONE ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED, THE
AIR FORCE FLEY 110 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY FLEY 34 SORTIES, BOMB
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED 30 SECOMDARY EXPLOSIONS, ONE
ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED, SEVEM SECONDARY FIRES, TWO
TRUCKS DESTROYED. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (30 SORTIES) WERE
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA.

AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AMOUNTED
TO 162 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, 27 PASSENGERS VWERE AIR
LANDED. PESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 15 ON 25 FEBRUARY.
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED NINE AIR DROPS, ONE C-123
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD, WHILE TWO C=-123 AIRCRAFT AIR-
DROPPED MATERIAL AT THE DROP ZONE. THREE MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED
AT THE AIRFIELD.

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL
AIR SORTIES ARE PLANNED IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH
AREA. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (21 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE
NIAGARA AREA, ' .

. KHE SANH WEATHER DURING THE MORNING OF FERRUARY 25, WAS MARKED
BY LOW CLOUDS AND FOS UNTIL 10:00 A.M. AT THAT TIME THE

FOG DISSIPATED AND THE CLOUD CEILINGS IMPROVED TO 1600

FEET., VISIBILITY THEN REMAINED GOOD, THE FORECAST FOR

26 - 27 FEBRUARY IS FOR GOOD VISIBILITY UNTIL ABOUT S:00 P.M,

26 FEBRUARY WHEN FOG WILL FORM AND CAUSE LOW VISIBILITY AGAIN.
THE CLOUD CEILINGS DURING DAYLIGHT OF 27 FEBRUARY

ARE EXPECTED TO BE UP NEAR 2500 FEET BUT LOWERING

AT NIGHT TO 300 FEET OR LESS WITH FOG FORMATION,

THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNMITION SUPPLY POINT (USP)
STATUS AS OF 8:00 P.M. FEB, 25 IS AS FOLLOWS:

PREVIOUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P,M., 24 FEB EST

ON HAND (9:00 A.M, 25 FEB SVIND

CLASS 1 (RATIONS)

MEAL, COMBAT,

INDIVIDUAL 12 4 DAYS

B RATIONS 9 S DAYS
CLASS III (FUEL) :

AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 7.2 7.2 DAYS

JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 1 1 DAY

MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) B8e7 7.2 DAYS

DIESEL 6.8 5 DAYS

CLASS V (AMMUNITION)

A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE

cw -
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" 60-MM MORTAR . 23 23 DAYS

81-MM MORTAR 13 14 DAYS
90-MM (TANK) 30 30 DAYS
4,2" MORTAR ] 22 DAYS
105-MM HOVWITZER 18 19 DAYS
155-MM HOWITZER 19 : 16 DAYS
B. ANTI-TANK _— ROUNDS ON HAND
S0-MM HEAT 89
66-MM ROCKET (LAW) 1,386
UNTI-TANK MINES (M=15) . 234
ANTI-TANK MINES (M=-19) 334
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21) 100
106-MM HEAT 144
106-MYM RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 866
3.5" ROCKET 550

PREVIOUS STATUS ;
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P.M, 24 FEB EST

ON HAND (9:00 A.M, 25 FEB SVN)
CLASS V (COFRAM) '
105-MHM HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
155-MM HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
40-MM GREMNADE LAUMCHER > D 5 DAYS
- HAND GRENADES 10 10 DAYS

-2« ON 25 FEBRUARY KHE SANY WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 162 TONS
AS FOLLOYS:

CLASS 1 ' 30.5 TONS

CLASS III 22 TONS
CLASS IV 17.25 TONS
CLASS V S0 TONS
CLASS VII _ 2.25 TONS

DTG: 2615387 FEB 68
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By  NARS, Date_G-25-7

TEXT OF REPORT FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND. THIS IS REPORT
NUMBER TWENTY-THREE_ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ
AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 26, 1968,

THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE CONTINUED TO RECEIVE
MODERATE SHELLING DURING THE PERIOD AS 150 ROUNDS OF
ARTILLERY, 50 ROUNDS OF ROCKET, AND 50 ROUNDS OF MORTAR
FELL WITHIN THE PERIMETER. THE SHELLING RESULTED IN ONE
KILLED AND 23 WOUNDED, NINE OF WHOM WERE EVACUATED.

NO MATERIEL DAMAGE WAS REPORTED.

ALTHOUGH THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT GROUND CONTACTS
MADE AT KHE SANH, SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS WERE MADE
RESULTING FROM OR RESULTING IN FRIENDLY ACTIONS., AT 10:50 AM,
A COMPANY OF MARINES SPOTTED AN ENEMY MORTAR FIRING FRO
A POSITION ONE KILOMETER NORTH OF HILL 881. COUNTER MORTAR
REGISTERED AND SUPPRESSED THE ENEMY MORTAR FIRE. AT
5:00 PM, AN AIR OBSERVER, ADJUSTING FIRE ON FIVE ARTILLERY
POSITIONS 17 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF KHE SANH, IN LAOS,
OBSERVED ONE SECONDARY EXPLOSION AND ONE SECONDARY
FIRE. AT 6:30 PM, A MARINE COMPANY SIGHTED
WHAT APPEARED TO BE A TRACKED VEHICLE ABOUT
FOUR KILOMETERS WEST OF THE KHE SANH BASE, BUT FOG
MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO ADJUST A FIRE MISSION. AT 7:25 PM,
THE 37TH ARVN RANGER BATTALION REPORTED THAT PERSONNEL
MANNING A LISTENING POST SAW A SQUAD SIZE NVA UNIT MOVING
TOWARD THEIR PERIMETER. SMALL ARMS FIRE WAS EXCHANGED
RESULTING IN THREE NVA KILLED. AT 8330 PM, MARINES OBSERVED
THREE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTING FROM AN ARC
LIGHT STRIKE.

ELSEWHERE ALONG THE DMZ HEAVY INCOMING FIRE WAS REPORTED AT
DONG HA AND CON THIEN. A TOTAL OF 300 ROUNDS FELL ON
DONG HA DURING THE PERIOD. RESULTS WERE ONE KILLED AND
22 WOUNDED. MATERIEL DESTRUCTION WAS HEAVY AND -
INCLUDED 20,000 GALLONS OF DIESEL FUEL, TWO LIGHT OBSER~-
VAT ION PLANES, FOUR GENERATORS, ONE ARMORED PERSONNEL
CARRIER, AND ONE JEEP AND TRAILER. MAJOR DAMAGE
WAS REPORTED TO TWO AH1G'S, TWO GENERATORS, TWO PERSONNEL
CARRIERS TwO FIVE TON TRUCKS, ONE WRECKER, TWO DUMP TRUCKS,
ONE ASPHALT DISTRIBUTER AND ONE WATER TRAILER. CON
THIEN RECEIVED 181 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY AND 35 ROUNDS OF
MORTAR. THERE WAS NO REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE.

8:22 AM, BEST Buesday 27 Feb 68
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THE MARINES AT C2 RECEIVED TWO ROUNDS OF MORTAR, WITHOUT
REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE. ADDITIONAL SPORADIC INCOMING
FELL ON A3, AND ON THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION, WITH NO
CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE REPORTED. AT 8:00 AM, A LANDING CRAFT
CONVOY ON THE CUA VIET RECEIVED RECOILLESS RIFLE AND MORTAR. FIRE
WAS RETURNED BY THE MARINE ELEMENTS IN THE CONVOY AND AN
ENEMY MORTAR POSITION WAS REPORTED DESTROYED.

THERE WERE 268 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWN IN SUPPORT
OF KHE SANHe THE MARINES FLEW 84 SORTIES, REPORTING THREE
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND TWO SECONDARY FIRES. THE AIR FORCE
FLEW 157 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 27 SORTIES. VISUAL BOMB
DAMAGE REPORTED WAS 23 ENEMY KILLED, FIVE SECONDARY
EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, SIX TRUCKS DESTROYED,
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES)
WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. '

AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD TOTALLED
192.5 SHORT TONS. A 155MM HOWITZER (6.25
SHORT TONS) WAS AIRLIFTED IN, ALONG WITH 1.25 SHORT TONS OF
MEDICAL SUPPLES. IN ADDITION, 115 PASSENGERS WERE LANDED
AT THE AIRFIELD. A TOTAL OF 30 RESUPPLY SORTIES WERE
FLOWN. ELEVEN C-130 AIRCRAFT COMPLETED 10 AIR
DROPS AND ONE LANDING. TWO C-123 AIRCRAFT ALSO
LANDED, WHILE ONE C-123 COMPLETED AN AIR DROP,
SIXTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED AT KHE SANH.

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL AIR
SORTIES ARE SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE
SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA
AREA.

KHE SANH WEATHER FOR THE MORNING AND AFTERNOON
OF 26 FEBRUARY WAS CLOUDY WITH THE LOWEST CLOUD BASES
AT 1500 TO 1800 FEET. THE VISIBILITY WAS GOOD. THE CLOUDS
LOVERED AND RAIN BEGAN AFTER 7:00 PM. LOW CLOUDS, FOG
AND SOME LIGHT RAIN PERSISTED THROUGH THE NIGHT UNTIL
5300 AM ON THE 27TH. AT THIS TIME THE CLOUDS BECAME SCATTERED
AND THE VISIBILITY INCREASED TO 7 - 10 MILES. THE FORECAST
IS FOR CONTINUED GOOD WEATHER DURING THE AFTERNOON AND
EVENING OF.THE 27TH. LOW CLOUDS AND FOG ARE EXPECTED TO

ﬁgﬁgSAFTER MIDNIGHT AND CONTINUE INTO THE EARLY MORNING

l« THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION‘SUPPLY POINT STATUS AS OF
8:00 PM FEBRUARY 26 IS AS FOLLOWS:

PREVIOUS STATUS

DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 25 FEB EST
ON HAND (9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN)
CLASS | (RATIONS)
MEAL, COMBAT,
INDIVIDUAL 13 12 DAYS
B RATIONS S .9 DAYS
CLASS III (FUEL)
AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 5.2 7.2 DAYS
JP-4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 2 1 DAY
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3 . 8.7 DAYS
) DIESOL 8 - 6.8 DAYS



CAMMUNITION)

A. HIGH EXPLCSIVE
60-MY MORTAR . 30 23 DAYS
81-11M MORTAR 12 13 DAYS
90-M¥ (TANK) 30 30 DAYS
4.2" MORTAR 30 21 DAYS
105-Mi1 HOWITZER A7 18 DAYS
155-M¥ HOWITZER 14 19 DAYS
B. ANTI-TANK ROUNDS ON HAND
S0-MM HZAT 89
66-1Y ROCKET (LAW) 2,343
ANTI-TANK MINES (M=-15) 78
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-19) 22
ANTI-TANK MINES (¥=-21) 0
106-MM HEAT 144
106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 1,020
3.5" ROCKET 1,126
PREVIOUS STATUS
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 PM 25 FEB EST
ON HAND (5:00 AM 26 FEB SVN)
CLASS V (COFRAM)
105-1M HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
155-MM HOWITZER 5 5> DAYS
40-li% GRENADE LAUNCHER 5 5 DAYS
HAND GRENADES 10 10 DAYS

2. ON 26 FEBRUARY KHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 132.5 TONS

AS FOLLOWS:

CLASS 1

CLASS Il

CLASS III

CLASS 1V

CLASS V

CLASS VIII

1 155-Kl HOWITZER

DTG: 271322Z FEB 1968

3.0 TONS
1.5 TONS
6.0 TONS
4.5 TONS
1700 TONS
1.25 TONS
6.25 TONS

-
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MEMORANDUM @ _

THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION

WASHINGTON

Wednesday, February 28, 1968

SRoE-Emchme 11:50
. é‘

Ve B it

MR, PRESIDENT: «}2& ”5/}71'&/

Herewith the two regular morning reports from Saigon:
1. Khe Sanh - DMZ:

-= less shelling; relatively good weather permits effective
U.S. air and artillery action;

-~ high level of re-supply (237 tons);
-- weather for next day not too bad.
2. MACY telephone conversation :

-- a good operation south of Danang at Tam Ky; serious and,
we hope, sustained work to open Highway 1;

-~ still uncertainty about the actual strength of the enemy umts

outside of Saigon,
Mostow

SECTE T Ir—eReSeoited sttachment

DECLASSIFIED

£SO 100828 Lelley

Authority &£224 ¢

75 , NARS, Diuc_j'"___../_——-ﬂf
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ECLASSIFIED

Authority letter JAN3 1979 Wednesday, February 28, 1968 9:50 AM

By_‘L;é?_, NARS, Date_& ~RS - 7§ 40}_&-

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanh/
DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968.

Eriemgiingomingeleszened: soewbalkyeaterdayiat.Khe:Sanb gompared
with previous days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds
of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling
were one killed, 20 wounded (1l evacuated). There were no significant ground
contacts reported, however, several significant sightings of enemy activities
were made,

At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy
positioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh. A*lﬂ.ﬂmgmﬁfﬁkﬁ%ﬂ
executed southwesk.of:Khe Sanh in-Lags, .and.destroyed.one vebicla:believed
'g)e e 2n enemy tapkse At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving
towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of
Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 AM, an
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of
Khe. Sanh Feporien threerlarge_fires aronnd the-Co Kacareay A vehicle convoy
was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined
results.

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature.
An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south-
west of Hill 881 resulting in sgveral secaondary.esplosigns. An air strike run
four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in nine secondary explpsions. At
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and
received one grenade injuring two Marines, Fire was returned with unknown
results, I@Woﬂ?g_nge‘sécondaw—exploﬁions Were obsetyed fouw
k}gnmtgma-noﬂh-&f*ﬁlre"Sanh‘afs“&“’fééﬁlf“bf“amtﬁhctlcal air-rum*PDamages attributed
to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a helicopter destroyed by an

enemy artillery round. Aircraft personnel were not injured.
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: Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ, .énemas
diconmngs#ttillery. rocket and mortar rounds werXesgignificgnt. Camp Carroll
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 1l rounds of
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance.

Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds

respectively, with negative damage and casualties.reported. Friendly

casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115

rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines

in the Cua Viet area. The lst AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artlllery
" and mortar causing minor injuries to ore individual.

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline, search and destroy
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines, in Mai
Xa Thi Village, accounted.for.gix Norfhi¥ViétnaAmess Armydkilléd®™ In the :
contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three !
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars.
In each instance negative casualties were reported.

There were five COFRAM mlss:.ons flred expendlng 2? rounds of 155 MM

The high total of 4157 cal.airisorties Were-flown in'BuppsProiiKire
Senh:during:theipeFiod.~#Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included 1l largs.fiFesifs B B
small firgs). 39:secondaxy explosions; ~3EFoadCuts; Teight Confirmedenemy
piilled (15:prohahble J.-#One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM

guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Niagara
_area.

Air resupply for the period amounted tg 237.&h6rt tods. Fifteen short
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies
completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition,

68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on
February 27. Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three

air landed at the airfield, Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers
and cargo.




For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactical air sorties are
scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight ARC LIGHT strikes (48 sorties)
will be flown in the Niagara area.

Except for a brief period of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the
1,38 g’ﬁﬁfﬁ"&"mmﬁt}le -morning -and, aftexnocnwith paFtly
gmouﬁx..skleus and L good .visibilities. The.weathexemaiiied.-generallyrgost

through theni ML.&.QQ.AMan_Febf&'afr“ﬂ&' when fog formed;#educing

Vlszblht:edg?o two roiles by..8:00 AM.**The forecast for the period next 24-
hour period is for cloudly-skies.xith _&mmPWQEWMmmm

gffogq

)



THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

CM-3055-68
28 Feb 1968
—

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Kerwin, CS, MACV

1. General Westmoreland was out of the office and I talked
to General Kerwin, General Westmoreland's Chief of Staff.
There is little to report concerning activities in SVN except
for some updating of information reported in the Presidential
operational/intelligence brief and in General Westmoreland's
report #24 on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area.

w;a.m reported west of Tam Ky, uaxsweepgr=rire

LR

: Aietempueasnal ties bom PBOKIA Erofi® Thewlu g
<gporiedodanlder whilailliSilosseszincreased fronitwseto’
acibree-KIA.._sNo change in U.S. wounded. There is no further
information on the reported movement of major communist elements
to the coastal area between Da Nang and Tam Ky.

3. AstionZiSiundervayto-secure Highwaywil from &i- Vas-Rass
toEPQQ_LQG*mawdumthiﬁwesfrmateﬁ“fhat the -road shou;ﬁaug*secung

to.perni gineeriswonkowithinsthe*nexti¥2 hourssd Concurrently,
securlty operations are underway on Highway 1 Detqggnnfhu.hnm‘dnd

&e!Phu aBali- 1t“,1_§...e£.ta.ma'ta& thax SJgrg;mmgmus v
yire : enta tterosegnent.. £ullys

4. In II Corps at Dak To there is no change tc reports

already received here. AL friepdivalons-rapge.patpoksanbuslitd
eqemxﬂforces- -clldmefarsauest lofiKoifun Citg resuiiting: 1na20s
engmy Killed and.pg. friapdly. caspatiies.

5. Activities in III Corps consisted of indirect fire attacks
already reported. Some of the casualties at Bien Hoa resulted
from a direct rocket hit on a friendly bunker. I raised a
question concerning any changes in location of the Sthganamﬂxﬂ
VC Divisions and the JTF K¥lewDivision and thelr subordlnauea in

the Sa:.gon area. GexeraloKerwing SSAERILES
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6. In IV Corps Area no information was provided beyond
that contained in the Presidential operational/intelligence

brief.

HAROLD K. JOWNSON
ACTING CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF




. TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

- +This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanh/ -
.. . DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968.

W Enemy incoming lessened somewhat yesterday at Khe Sanh compared
2" with previous days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds
*.. of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket, Casualties attributed to the shelling

i ,:-_were one killed, 20 wounded (1l evacuated). There were no significant ground

... contacts reported however, several s:.gmﬁcant sightings of enemy activities - .
_were made, - : : :

: At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy
/. positioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh. At 10:25 AM an air strike was -
4 " executed southwest of Khe Sanh in Laos, and destroyed one vehicle believed to .- -
' . be an enemy tank. At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving :
;- towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of
UHIL 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 AM, an
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of
. Khe Sanh reported three large fires around the Co Roc area. A vehicle convoy

was spotted at the same loca.uon and air stnkes were called in with undetermlned
~..-. results. '

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature.
"~ An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south-
~ west of Hill 881 resulting in several secondary explosions. An air strike run
" four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in nine secondary explosions. At
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and
'~ received one grenade injuring two Marines. Fire was returned with unknown
- results. Three additional large secondary explosions were observed four
_ kilometers north of Khe Sanh as a result of a tactical air run. Damages attributed
- to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a hehcogter destroyed by an
g enemy arr.lllery round .Alrcraft personnel were. not mqu.red )
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Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ, enemy
incoming artillery. rocket and mortar rounds were significant. Camp Carroll
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 1l rounds of '
~artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance.
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds
respectively, with negative damage and casualties reported. Friendly
casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines
in the Cua Viet area. The lst AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed a.rtzllery
" and mortar causing minor injuries to ome 1nd1v1dua1

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline, search and destroy
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, lst Marines, in Mai
Xa Thi Village, accounted for six North Vietnamese Army killed. In the
contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars.
In each instance negative casualties were reported.

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending 27 rounds of 155 MM
and one round of 8' ordnance, resulting in 26 North Vietnamese Army killed.

The high total of 415 tactical air sorties were flown in support of Khe

. Sanh during the period. Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed., The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included 11 large fires (numerous
small fires), 39 secondary explosions, 39 road cuts, eight confirmed enemy
killed (15 probable). One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM

guns destroyed., Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were £lown in the Niagara
. area. _

Air resupply for the period amounted to 237 short tons. Fifteen short
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies
~completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition,

68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on
- February 27, Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three

air landed at the a.l.rﬁeld T_wénty-eight Mariné helicopters delivered passengers

g a.nd cargo.
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.- . For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactical air sorties are o Co

.. .scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight ARC LIGHT strikes (48 sorties) . =
+.will be flown in the Niagara area. . == ‘ o e T

s O - .Excep;t for a brief period-of fog at 9:00 AM on Febrﬁary 27 the S

- weather was good the remainder of the morning and afternoon with partly 2

’ i ~cloudy skies and good visibilities. The weather remained generally good
' -~ through the night until 4:00 AM on February 28 when fog formed, reducing

skies with continued visibility restructions because




- e - Gen, Johnson suggests a weekly rather than
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S ¢ " INFORMATION 1
2
/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Thursday, February 29, 1968
1:45 p.m, - g
el /5op

Mr, President:
Herewith Wésty's telephone conversation of

today. The best news is that Highway 1 should
be open by March 1,

T a daily call from Gen, Westmoreland., Given

the quality of the reporting we have now b
" organized with the Pentagon, this seems accept-

able, i
I

| 0@. (ﬂ%stow —

Keep daily call | -
Weekly call okay ; ' g3
Call me

DECLASSIFIED
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MEORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Telephone CaneraaLion with General Westmoreland

1. General Westmoreland had little to report beyond
the items contained in his report #25 on the situation in

‘the Khe Sanh-DMZ area. Weather was good in the Khe Sanh-DMZ~

Coastal arca and effectlve. alr strikes were made. 'He made
special mention of the B-52 strikes conducted inside the ~
normal three kilometers restraining or safety line from

friendly force locations. He expects to continue to target

soine strikes within this normally restricted area.

2. The logistic situatlon in I Corps is improving.
Seabees have opened the road from the coast to Highway 1
south of the DMZ that can carry one-vway traffic and are
. continuing to make iImprovements so that the road will handle
two-way traffic. Highway 1 is open for one-way traffic from
Hue/Phu Bal to Dong Ha. Engineers are workling on the road-
between AL Van Pass and Hue/Phu Bal so that it 1s expected
to be open for one~way traffic on 1l March. Thils wlll make

Highway 1 open from Da Nang to Dong Ha for one-way traffic.

3. The 3@ Brigade, 82d Airhorne Division will complete °

1ts move from Chu Lai to Hue/Phu Bal during the next seven
days., One battalion is already at Hue/Phu Bal.

Y4, General Rosson will relinquish command of I Field
Force Victor (II Corps Area) to General Peers on 1 March.
Oeneral Rosson will then overlap with General Abrams at

'MACV FORWARD for a period of 10 days to 2 weeks preparatory '

to redesignation as a Provisional Corps Headquarters which
will control operations north of Al Van Pass. General
Westmoreland has not yet established a specific date for
redesignation to a Provisional Corps Headquarters.

5. General Westmoreland reviewed with General Rosson
and General Peers rainy season plans for operations-in the
II Corps Area, on the assumption that no additional troops
will be provided in this geographic area.

6. South of Saigon a Vietnamese Ranger batt&lion seized

an enemy ammunition cache. Quantitles have not yet been
reported. Some indiscriminate mortar fire was received at
Can The resulting in 20 civilians killed. .
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7. Three Popular Force outposts on a canal south of
Salgon were attacked. It is QGeneral Westmoreland's view
that enemy atlacks are now shifting to Popular Force outposts

in view of encmy failures to selze major population centers._'

8. One intelligence tecam was inserted in the A Shau
Valley on 27 Iebruary, and made immediate contact with the
enemy. An effort was made on 29 February to reinforce this
team, but General Westmoreland did not have any reports of
results,

: 9. The 3d Brigade, Uth Infantry Division, less one
battalion, has relocated from the area south and southwest
of Da Nang to Binh Dinh Province to replace the remaining
- brigade of the First Cavalry Division, which will join its
parent unit in the Hue area.

10. General Westworeland stated that activity was
comparatively quiet throughout South Vietnam.

1l. I recommend that the dally telephone c¢all to
General Westmoreland be discontinued. Information obtained
in the cdailly call is not of sufficient importance or urgency
to warrant an additional commitment on the overburdened .
commander in Vietnam. As an alternative, I suggest a weekly
call on Saturday morning to obtain a general assessment and
“an indicatlon of short~term plans for the 7 to 10 days
following the call. ) -

HAROLD K. JégNSON A

CHIEF OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY
ACTING FOR CHAIRMAN, JCS

R B T

R R O T
o B = S s o B e

i e

R )
v

iy

-

N o .-

g T

#=

- sdsosiod A, LRTalya

ploase A < . -l . # liw was e m
4.:- - by -l._t_-!u_l-i.a-'p- Wl-:r\-; nﬁﬁ;.qu- e, o U AT . S e s e "

o .

o v, 2 Al

. &oe shofme artat aare s omat o
L



- :
] ! g INFORMATION
A R N /(” THE WHITE HOUSE
o - o WASHINGTON
e - Thursday, February 29, 1968 - 2:30 pm
‘ _ P dr 2. J'I'db
Mr. President:
" ; Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh report:
. ¢ AL i . -- weather pretty good;
s S -- some effective bombing;
el _ i -- resupply 252 tons (excellent);
e -- enemy digging trenches closer and trying
I : R to get on out of the B-52 bomb line, which
O EE wi s T Westy has moved closer to the base.
g .
_";_._ Ca t B w,”m“tow
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Thursday, February 29, 1968, 10:30 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number twenty-five on the situation in the Khe
Sanh/DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 28, 1968.

Favorable weather conditions continued yesterday at Khe Sanh
with visability recorded up to five miles. Light winds and scattered clouds
provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft.
lLogistic resupply of Khe Sanh was executed without difficulty.

For the most part, enemy activity against Khe Sanh again consisted
of shelling. A total of 186 rounds of mixed artillery, rockets and mortars
were received in the area. Incident to the shelling, artillery rounds struck
an ammo bunker, destroying 36 - 106 MM high explosive and 30 - 106 MM
armor piercing rounds. Injuries resulting from incoming rounds were nine
wounded (minor).

Ground contacts during the reporting period were limited to small
unit contacts. At 9:30 AM two rounds of recoilless rifle were received at
positions held by the lst Battalion. 26th Marines, injuring one Marine. At
11:10 AM Marines fired a 106 MM mission at an North Vietnamese Army
bunker located 800 meters southeast of Khe Sanh resulting in the destruction
of the bunker. At 2:00 PM, Marines observed one secondary fire and heard
small arms ammo exploding as a controlled air strike destroyed an enemy
50 caliber position one kilometer south of Hill 881, A bridge located three
kilometers southeast of Khe Sanh was damaged as a result of an air strike.
An air observer controlled air strike on an enemy automatic weapons position
about three kilometers southeast of Lang Vei and destroyed the weapon.
Another air strike was run on anenemy bunker located about the same location;
it was destroyed, one secondary explosion was observed, and one North Vietnamese
Army killed. At 4:00 PM an air observer spotting a group of North Vietnamese
Army gathered at one kilometer southeast of Khe Sanh, ran an air strike and
killed one. An artillery mission fired on three North Vietnamese Army manning
an anti-aircraft position, two kilometers northeast of Khe Sanh village,
destroying the position and confirming three enemy killed. Allavailable arms
were employed to suppress enemy fire and to destroy their positions as 2074
rounds of mixed artillery and mortar were expended during the period in support
of the Khe Sanh area.

SECRET
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Small unit contacts and enemy incoming comprised the bulk of
significant activity reported in areas neighboring Khe Sanh. Elements
at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar during the period. Gio

_Linh and A-3 shared 15 and 32 rounds of artillery respectively. No
casualties or damages were reported in either instance. The 3rd
Battalion, lst Marines in Operation Saline received 32 rounds of enemy
artillery with three additional artillery rounds of enemy artillery falling
on the 1st AMTRAC Battalion positions. One Marine received minor
injuries resulting from nine artillery roundsfalling at Dong Ha. Twelve
rounds of enemy artillery fell one kilometer west of C-4 inflicting negative
casualties and damage.

Significant ground activity in northern Quang Tri Province included
activity in Operation Napoleon as a combat patrol from K Company, 3rd
Battalion, first Marines engaged an enemy force in a fortified position six
kilometers west from the mouth of the Cua Viet. Utilizing available air,
naval gunfire and artillery support, they succeeded in destroying five bunkers
while killing an equal number of North Vietnamese Army. In the contact
one Marine was killed and 16 wounded; activity ended at 5:00 PM. In
Operation Kentucky, a small unit from a company, lst Battalion, 4th Marines
engaged three North Vietnamese Army manning a machine gun position. When
action closed, three North Vietnamese Army were killed and three crew served
weapons were captured. No friendly casualties were recorded.

Enemy attacks on convoys continued yesterday as two convoys were
fired upon north of Dong Ha, resulting in two sailors killed and 16 wounded.
At 12:30 PM yesterday, four kilometers southwest of the rock pile, a
helicopter received heavy ground fire and exploded upon contact with the
ground, Latest reports indicate that of 23 passengers abroad, there was only
one survivor.

There were two COFRAM missions fired as follows: three rounds
resulting in five killed. Thirteen rounds were fired on North Vietnamese Army
massing in Operation Scotland, good target coverage butwith undetermined
results .
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A total of 329 tactical air sorties were flown in support of
Khe Sanh. The Marine aircraft wing flew 129 sorties. Bomb Damage
Assessment included one secondary explosion, three secondary fires,
‘one automatic weapons position destroyed and one damaged, and six
North Vietnamese Army killed. The Air Force flew 143 sorties and
the Navy flew 57, with damage listed as 17 secondary explosions, 20
road cuts, three trucks destroyed, two guns silenced, 16 secondary
fires, one automatic weapons position destroyed, 4l military structures
destroyed, and two North Vietnamese Army killed (15 probable). B-52
ARC LIGHT, flew eight strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area. Head-
quarters 3rd Marines reports that strikes on one target produced three large
secondary explosions. Another target produced continuous secondary
explosions for two hours after the strike. Four of the ARC LIGHT strikes
scheduled for February 29 are emergency targets and are less than the
normal three kilometers from friendly forces. The close-in strikes are
proving to be most profitable as the enemy has concentrated forces within
the three kilometer sanctuary. Headquarters 3rd Marines reports that the
shock waves created by the close-in strikes do not damage structures in
friendly areas., On the basis of four close-in drops so far, the risk to
personnel is negligible, '

Air resupply during the period amounted to 252 short tons.
Medical supplies amounted to three short tons. In addition, 112 passengers
were landed at Khe Sanh. Air delivery sorties totaled 39 on February 28,
sixteen C-130 aircraft completed 10 air drops, and six air-landed at the air-
field. One C-123 aircraft landed at the field. Twenty-two Marine helicopters
delivered passengers and cargo.

For the next period there are 282 tactical air sorties scheduled in
support of the Khe Sanh area. There will be seven ARC LIGHT strikes
(42 sorties) flown in the Niagara area.

Shortly after noon on February 28, cloud ceilings raised to 2500 feet

and visibilities improved., Clouds became scattered after 2:00 PM and
visibility increased to 10 miles. Low clouds and fog again formed after midnight
producing ceilings at 1000 feet or less and visibilities of from zero to four miles.
These persisted through 9:00 AM February 29. The forecast is for continued

" cloudy conditions with fog during the morning hours of February 29 with
cloudiness decreasing rapidly and visibility improving after noon. Low clouds
and fog will form after 10:00 PM and persist into the early morning hours of
March 1.
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MARCH 2, 1968
HEREWITH KHE SANH == I CORPS REPORTS
-- POOR WEATHER;
== ONLY S5 TONS DELIVERED;
- CONSIDERABLE BUT HOT MAJOR GROUHD CONTACTS.
TEXT FOLLOYSS

THIS IS REPORT MNUMBER TUENTY-SEVE! ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SAUH/DUZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
MARCH 1, 1968,

WEATHER CONDITIONS YESTERDAY AT KHE SANH WERE LESS
THAN O0PTIlUN AS PROHIBITIVELY LOW CEILILG AD FOG OCCURRED
THROUGH MUCH OF THE DAY. ALTHOLGH VISUAL FIXED WIKG Su?-
PORT WAS lOT POSSIBLE, EFFECTIVZ RADAR CONTRCL AND COi3AT
SKY SPOT SORTIES WERE FLOWN, RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT OFFLOADED
OHLY 99 SHORT TOHS OF SUPPLIES AlD EQUIPHZINT,.

ALTHOUGH FIXED WIN3 STRIKES WERE AFFECTED BY THE

WEATHER, ARTILLERY BATTIRIES EXPZNDED A TOTAL OF 1562
ROUNDS ON XNOWN AND SUSPECTED ENEHY TARGETS
WITH GOOD TARGET COVZRAGE., ENEZMY ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT THE
PERIOD WAS GEZNERALLY LIGHT WITH SCATTERED ENENY NIGHTe
TIME MOVEMENTS DZTECTED BY ACTIVATED TRIP FLARES. SPECIF-
ICALLY, DURING THE PERIOD, ENEMY ACTIVITIES CONSISTED OF SMALL
PROBES AND HARRASSING FIR;S- AT 3:00AM YESTERDAY, D COMPANY,
1ST BATTALION, STH MARINES, HEARD MOVZMENT OQUTSIDE 17S
WIRE; ILLUMINATION WAS FIRED REVEZALILG FOUR NORTH VIETMAMESE
RUNNIIG AWAY. OMNE WAS KILLED AS A REISULT OF SiALL ARNMS FIRE.
IN A LATE REPORT, AS A RESULT OF THE ENHZINY PROBE AT
POSITIO!S OCCUPIED BY THE 377H ARVYN RALGERS, IN ADDITION
TO SIVEN ENEZMY XILLED BY RANGER ELENZINTS, 60 KORTH VIETHAMESE
BODIES WERE FOUND AT FIRST LIGHT ATTRIBUTED TO ARTILLERY
MISSIONS, AT 8:05PM YESTERDAY, THE MARINZS 03SEZRVED
TROOPS WITH LIGHTS MOVING FIVE KILOMZTERS MNORTHYEST OF

. KHE SANH, ARTILLERY AND MORTAR MISSIONS FIRED WITH GOOD

. TARGET COVERAGE.

THE PACE OF ENEMY INCOMING SLACKENED YESTERDAY,
PARALLELING ENEMY GROUND ACTIVITY, AS A COUMPARATIVE
LOW (57 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTILLERY, ROCXET AND MNORTAR
ROUNDS FELL DURING THE PERIOD, INCIDENT TO THE DAY’S
SHELLIMG, TWw0 FATALITIES WERE RECORDED, WITH INJURIES
SUSTAINED BY AN ADDITIONAL 23 MARINES, A C-123 AIRCRAFT
WAS DESTROYED WHEN STRUCK BY IHCOMING MORTAR ROUNDS.

PRESERVATION COPY
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FOLLOWED ITS HORMAL DISTRIBUTIOHW, TWELVE ROUIDS OF MORTAR
FELL AT CANP CARROL INFLICTING INJURIES TO ONE

MARISE, SIX MORTAR ROUNDS FELL AT CA LU. A RECONHAISSAWE —

“ TEAM OPERATING 10 XILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CAMP CARROLL

‘RECEIVED FIVE ROUNDS OF MORTAR.- SIX ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY

FELL AT DOUS MA. AT A-3 AND GIO LINH, SIX AlD 34 ROUNDS OF

. ARTILLERY WERE RECEIVED RESPECTIVELY. THREE MARINES WERE
INJURED FROM THE 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES, POSITIONED AT A=3.

ARVN UNITS AT A-] RECEIVED 57 ROUBDS OF ARTILLERY. FINALLY,
THE 3D BATTALIOHN, 1ST MARINES Il GPERATION NAPOLEOM/SALINE,

RECEIVED 35 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY ROUNDS,

DAMAGES ATTRIBUTED TO THE DAY'S SHELLING WERE MINIMAL,

GROUND CONTACTS IN NORTHEASTERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE
- ACCELERATED AS 3D BATTALION, IST MARINES, WHILE SWEEPING
THROUGH MAI XA THI VILLAGE IN CONTACT THROUGHOUT THE DAY,
UTILIZED TANXS, MNAVAL GUIFIRE AND AIR STRIXES; AND KILLED
38 NORTH VIETNAMESE WHILE CAPTURING FOUR INDIVIDUAL AND
THREE CREW SERVZD WEAPO!S, FRIEHDLY CASUALTIES WERE
-LISTED AS 22 KILLED, 87 WOUNDED WITH SEVEN MISSING, IN
LAM SON 187, AN ARVH BATTALION (IST BATTALIOY, 15T REG-
IMENT) EUGAGED A LARGE ENEMY FORCE SEVEN KILOHZTERS MORTH-
EAST OF DOIS HA. WHEN CONTACT BROKE, 189 EHNEMY BODIES
- WERE COUNTED WITH 32 INDIVIDUAL AND 14 CREW SERVED
‘WEAPONS CAPTUREDe. ARVHN LOSSES ANOUNTED TO SEVEN KILLED
AND 24 WOUNDED, :

AT 1159AM YESTERDAY, SIX NVA WERE KILLED EIGHT

- KILOMZTERS NORTH OF GIO LINH IN THE DMZ BY AN ARTILLERY
MISSION WHICH ALSO CAUSED SIX SECONIDARY EXPLOSIOHNS,

AT 1228PM YESTERDAY, A FORWARD O3SERVER WORKILG WITH THE
2D BATTALION, 1ST MARIMES, CONDUCTED A FIRE MISSION ON 50
BORTH VIETNAMESE ASSEMBLED IN THE OPEN 1000 PMZTERS SOUTH
"OF A=3 RESULTIEG IN 20 NORTH VIETMAWISE KILLED, SEVEN
ADDITIONAL HORTH VIETHAMESE WERE KILLED YESTERDAY AS A
RESULT OF A FIRE MISSION ON MORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE

OPEN THREE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF A=3. AT 4345PM, A
COMPANY, 3D BATTALION, 3D MARINES CAME IN CONTACT WITH

AN UNKHOWN SIZE ENEMY FORCE TwO KILOMETERS WEST OF GIO LINH.
INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE ONE MARINE WAS KILLED WITH

ENEMY CASUALTIES UNKNOWN,.

THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT WAS RECOVERED FROM THE
ENEMY JUNK CAPTURED AT THE MOUTH OF THE CUA VIET:
44 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 3600 ROUNHDS OF SMALL ARMS, 210 KILOS
OF TNT, 120 GRENADES, AND 126 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND
- AMMUNITION, AT 11:00aM A SAMPAN WAS DISCOVERED BEACHED
AT CUA VIET COMNTAINING THE FOLLOVING SUPPLIES: 112 - 82Hn
MORTAR ROUNDS, FOUR 75MM RR ROUNDS, 102 - 820M MORTAR FUSES,
13 INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS, 630 KILOS OF TNT, 14 RPG-2 ROUNDS, AND
2880 ROUNDS OF SHALL ARMS AMMUNITION, OFF THE DMZ COAST
YESTERDAY, THE USS HULL RECEIVED 12 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY.
THE CLOSEST ROUND LANDED 12 METERS OFF THE STARBOARD BOW,
THERE WAS NO DAMAGE TO THE SHIP. :
FIRE WAS RETURNED AT THE ENEMY POSITION SILENCING THE
ENEMY FIRE,

THERE WERE FOUR COFRAM MISSIONS FIRED.DURIHG THE PRESERVATION COPY

PERIOD, EXPENDING 54 ROUNDS, AND RESULTING IN 20 NORTH
__25575%?ESE“KILLED.
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TACTICAL AIR SORTIES IlN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH TOTALLED
219 FOR THE PERIOD. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 83 SORTIES, PRO-

. DUCING THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS AND THREE SECOMNDARY
- FIRES, THE AIR FORCE FLEW 77 SORTIES AND THE HAVY FLEW 59,
- REPORTING ONE BRIDGE DESTROYED, THREE SECONDARY EXPLO~-

SIONS, 17 SECO{DARY FIRES, FOUR BUJNKERS DESTROYED, AND

13 ROAD CUTS. SIX ARC LIGHT STRIXES (35 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN
IN THE NIAGARA AREA. PRELIMINARY BO!UB DAMAGE REPORTS
INDICATE FAVORABLE RESULTS. THREE OF THE STRIKES FLOWN

WERE THE CLOSEST TO DATE TO FRIENDLY FORCES (1.2 KILOMETERS).

AIR RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTING PERIOD AFOUNTED TO
99 SHORT TONS., HOWEVER, THE FUEL DROP LA!NDED OUTSIDE OF THE
DROP ZOUHE AHD WAS DESTROYED BY U.S. FORCES., THERE WAS OMNE
SHORT TOMN OF VEHICLES., THIRTY= OQIIE REPLACEHENTS WERE AIR-LANDED,
RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 14 ON | MARCH, SIX C~130 AIRCRAFT
COMPLETED FIVE AIR DROPS AlND OHE LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD,
EIGHT C-123 AIRCRAFT ALSO LAHDED AT THE FIELD, HELICOPIER
OPERATIOUS WERE PREVEHTED BY UNHFAVORABLE WEATHER., THE GROUND
COMMANDER REQUESTED THAT AIR DROPS BE CURTAILED SO MATERIAL
RECEIVED DURIKG PRECEDING DAYS COULD BE HANDLED.

FOR THE NEXT PER10D, 279 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ARE
SCHEDULED IN SUPPORT OF KHE SAtiHe A TOTAL SEVEN ARC LIGHI
STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE SCHEDULED FOR THE NIAGARA AREA.

AS INDICATED, THE WEATHER WORSENED IN THE KHE SANH
AREA, LOW CLOUDS AMND FOG PERSISTED THROUGHOUT MOST
OF THE DAY AT KHE SANH ON 1 MARCH AS CEILINGS LOWERED UNTIL
KOON YEST=ZRDAY WITH VISIBILITIES RESTRICTED FROM OHE-HALF

- T0 TWO MILES., THE BEST CONDITIONS OF THE DAY WERE REPORTED

BETWEEN NOON AND 3300 PM WHEN CEILINGS RANGED FROM 600 TO

2000 FEET AND VISIBILITIES RANGED FROM TWO TO SIX MILES,
CONDITIONS BEGAN DROPPING RAPIDLY AFTER 3300 PM PRODUCIHNG

LOW CEILINGS AND VISIBILITIES DURING THE NIGHT AND EARLY

ON 2 MARCH OF 200 TO 500 FEET AND ONE-GUARTER TO ONE~HALF

MILE, THE FORECAST FOR THE PERIOD 2 - 3 MARCH IS FOR

CONTINUED POOR TO MARGINAL CONDITIONS WITH THE BEST WEATHER
OCCURRING AFTER 10:00 AM WHEN CEILIIGS AND VISIBILITY ARE EXPEC=-
TED TO REACH 1000 FEET AND FOUR MILES. DETERIORATING CONe
DITIONS WILL AGAIN OCCUR AFIER 10300 PM WHEN LOW CLOUDS AND

- FOG WILL FORM AND PERSIST INTO THE MORNING OF 3 MARCH.

1o THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT ASP)
STATUS AS OF 8300 P.M. MARCH 1 IS AS FOLLOWSS

PREVIOUS STATUS

DAYS SUPPLY 8300 PM 29 FEB EST
ON HAND (9300 AM 1 MAR SVM)
CLASS I (RATIONS) .
MEAL, COMSAT,
INDIVIDUAL 15 13 DAYS
B RATIONS 10 10 DAYS
CLASS III  (FUEL) ;
S AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 3/ - 3 DAYS
JP=4 FUEL (JZT FUEL) 8.3 749 VATS
MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3 8.7 DAYS ,

PRESERVATION COPY
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™ TTTTCLASS V -(AMﬂU»:t:ON)
A, HIGH szLosrvs

60-MN MORTAR 44 44 DAYS !

81-M4 MORTAR 24 i9 DAYS '
90=MN (TANK) 92 92 DAYS :
4.2" MORTAR - 15 31 DAYS ;
105-M1 HOWITZER 16 16 DAYS ;

155-1M HOWITZER 15 15 DAYS .

Be ANTI-TANK

' _ ROUNDS ON HAND
= 90- :n HEAT !9059

6611 ROCKET (LAW) ) 2,343 |
ANTI-TANK MINES (Me15) 168 i
ANTI-TALX MINES (Me19) 658 1
ANTI-TANK MIHES (N=21) 0
108-M4 HEAT 154
106=1M RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 708
106<0i1 BEEHIVE 909
345" ROCKET 946
S0-MM AP-T 329
‘ : PRZIVIOUS STATUS
4 ' ' DAYS SUPPLY 8300 PM 29 FEB EST
.. : O HAHND (9300 AM | MAR SVN)
CLASS V C(COFRAM
105-MM HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
155=1"M HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS
40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER 5 5 DAYS
HAND GRENADES 10 10 DAYS
2. ON 1| MARCH KHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 95 TONS AS
FOLLOWS:
CLASS 1 29 TONS
CLASS 11 2 TONS
CLASS I11I 16 TONS
CLASS 1V 8 ToMHsS
CLASS V 43 TOANS

CLASS VII 1 TON W

- DIG: 021445Z MAR 68
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FROM: WHITZ HOUSZ SITUATION ROOM (HAYDEN)

T0 : THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED

CITE: CAP83639 —
. | _ Authority 08D letter jan 3 1979
S ERTT — By_a';@_. NARS, nate._".__"“"-"" 29 .

TEXT OF GENERAL WESTMORLAND®S REPORT.

- THIS IS REPORT NUMBEé TWENTY-EIGHT ON THE SITUATION
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD
2 MARCH 1968 '

FOR THE SECOND SUCCESSIVE DAY, ENEMY ACTIVITY AT KHE
SANH WAS LIMITED TO SYMALL PROBES AND COMPARATIVELY LIGHT
INCOMING, CLOUDY SKIES WITH LOW CEILING LIMITED FIXzD WING
SUPPORT THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE MORNING AND EVEUING., AN
AFTERNOON BREAK IN THZ WEATHER PERMITTED LIMITED SUPPORT.
WHILE FIXED WING SUPPORT WAS AFFECTED BY THE WEATHER,
FIRE SUPPORT ELEMENTS EXPENDED 3289 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTIL-
LERY AND MORTAR EARMARKED FOR KNOWHN AND SUSPECTED ENEMY
POSITIONS. OF THE MISSIONS FIRED, 32 PERCEGT WERE OBSERVED.
RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT WERE ABLE TO LAND, OFFLOAD 192.5 SHORT
TONS OF SUPPLIEZS AND EZQUIPMENT AND TAKE OFF WITHOUT ENEMY
INTERFERZNCZ. GENERALLY, THE PACE OF THE ACTION YESTERDAY
WAS SLOW WITH NO MATERIAL EHEMY EFFECT Od FRIEMNDLY
ACTIVITIES., ENTMY GROUND ACTIVITY WAS LIGHT. A FEW SCAT=-
TERED NVA WERE SFOTTED I# THE OPEN DURING THE DAY, 81NN
MORTAR MISSIONS WERE FIRED WITH UHNDETERMINED RESULTS. AN
OPERATION OF THE 2ND BATTALION, 26TH MARINES 03SZRVED 13
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS CAUSED BY AIR STRIKES FIVE KILOMZITEZRS
NMORTHWEST OF KHE SANH, AN AIR OBSERVER SIGHTED 648 ROCKET
POSITIONS FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTH OF XKHE SAMNH; HE ALSO
SPOTTED TRAIL, BUNKER AND LIVING AREA 13 KILOMETERS 3SQUTH
OF KHE SANH. SUPPORTING ARMS WERE FIREZD WITH UNDETERMINED
RESULTS. AN OPZRATION FROM THE 2D BATTALION, 268TH MARINES
OBSERVED 18 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS RESULTING FROM Ad AIR
STRIKZ FIVE XILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF KHE SANH, TWO MARIUES
WERE WOUNDED FROM THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION WHEN 13 -ROUNDS
OF 102MM ARTILLERY FELL AT CUA VIET. GROUND CONTACTS WEZRE
LIMITED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. I ONE SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER,
A "KILLZR TZAM" OF THE 1ST SATTALION 4TH MARINES ENGAGED
A SMALL ENEMY FORCE, FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTHEAST OF CON THIEN,
AND KILLED 13 NVA WHILE SUSTAIJING NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES.
IN THE VICINITY OF MAI XA THI VILLAR, FINAL SWEEPING OPER-
ATIONS BY THE 3D BATTALION, 15T MARINES UNCOVERED 45 HVA BODIES
YESTERCAY WHICH HAD NOT BEZN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, THIS
CONTACT NOW TOTALS 81 VA KILLED WITH THREE POW'S AND ZIGHT
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS CAPTURED. A®OTHER CUA VIZT TO DONG HA
CONVOY WAS FIRED UPON YESTEZRDAY IN THE VICINITY OF ITS
" DESTINATION, MINOR DAMAGE WAS CAUSED FROM THE FOUR OR
FIVE RECOILLESS RIFLE RCUNDS RECEIVED, GUN SHIPS IN THE AREA
RENDERZD -SUPPORT.
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ONE COFRAM MISSION OF 15 ROUNDS WAS FIRED
‘ AS PART OF
NIGHT DEFENSZ FIRES FOR THE 37TH ARVN RANGER BATTALION AT
KHE SANH, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS, .-

A TOTAL OF 2396 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING
THE PERIOD IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH AREA. MARINE AIRCRAFT
FLEW 89 SORTIES; THE USAF FLEW 127 SORTIZS; THE NAVY FLEW 89
SORTIES. BOI13 DAMAGE INCLUDED 24 SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS,
SIX SECONDARY FIRES, 28 ROAD CUTS, 11 FORD CUTS, TWO BUNKERS
DESTROYED, AND 12 EWEMY KILLED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES
(42 SORTIES) WERE SCHEDULED AND FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA,

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD A TOTAL OF 284 TACTICAL AIR
SORTIES WILL 3E FLOWH IN THE KHE SANH AREA, THE MARINES
PLAN 44 SORTIES; THE USAF WILL FLY 142 SORTIES; THE NAVY
PLANS 103 SORTIES. THE MARIHES WILL HAVE 16 AIRCRAFT 0d CALL,
AND THE USAF WILL RESERVE 122 SORTIES FOR KHE SAWNH, SZVEW -
ARC LIGHT STRIKES (42 SORTIEZS) ARE SCHEZDULED FOR THE NIAGARA ARcA,

.© THE MORNI®G OF 2 MARCH AT KHE SANH WAS CLOUDY WITH
LIGHT DRIZZLE AND FOG. DURIWNG THE AFTERNOON THE WEATHER
CONDITIONS IMPROVED WITH THE CLOUD CEILING AT 2592 FEET AND
GOOD VISIBILITY. BY 6:92 A THE FOG FORMED AND VISIBILITY WAS
REDUCED TO ONE-QUARTER MILE BY 11:02 AM., THE REMAINDEZR
OF THE EARLY MORNING HOURS REMAINED CLOUDY WITH OCCASIOWAL )
DRIZZLE AND FOG RESTRICTING VISIBILITY TO ONE-HALF MILE OR LESS.
THE FORECAST FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS IS FOR LITTLE CHANGE
WITH FOG PERSISTING UNTIL 1:92 A¥M 3 MARCH., FROM 1:30 AM
. T0 8:22 AM VISIBILITY WILL REMAIN GOOD AND THE CLOUD CEILING IS
FORECAST TO BE 2822 FEET. AFTER 8:3G6 AM FOG WILL FORM AND REMAIN
THROUGH THE EARLY MORNING REDUCING VISIBILITIES TO ABOUT OMNZ-GUARTER
MILE. AFTER 1:090 AM., ‘

- et ‘

. THE KHE SANH DUMP AGD AMMUNITIOH SUPPLY POINT (ASP)
STATUS AS OF THE ABOVE TIMZ IS AS FOLLOWS:

| PREVIOUS STATUS e
DAYS SUPPLY 8:32 Pi1 | MAR EST
ON HAND (9:30 AM 2 MAR SVN)
CLASS I~ (RATIONS)
: MEAL,. COUBAT, :
INDIVIDUAL 15 15 DAYS
B RATIONS S 18 DAYS
CLASS III  (FUEL)
- AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 3 - 3 DAYS
JP-4 FUEL (JZIT FUEL) * 8,3 _ 8.3 Ys
. MOTOR GASOLINE (MOGAS) 9.3 ' 9.3 DAYS
_DIESEL 10 18 2AYS

= . R
«-.-:.‘- - ’ e, 5 3 # . =



CLASS V (AMMUNITION)
A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE |

68- M MORTAR 44

81-MM MORTAR 24 .
92-Mi (TANK) : S2 s
4,2" MORTAR 47

185-%M HOWITZER 14

-155-MM HOWITZER 16

B. ANTI-TANK
ROUNDS

99- MM HEAT
66-MM ROCKET (LAW)
ANTI-TANK MINES (M=15)
ANTI-TANK MINES (M=19)
ANTI-TANK MINES (M-21)

. 136-MM HEAT
106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T)
126-MM BEEHIVE -
3.5 ROCKEST

S2-1M AP-T

CLASS V (COFRAM '
125- MM HOWITZER 5
155-MM HOWITZER IS 5
49-MY GRENADE LAUNCHER . 5

HAND GRENADES 19

ON 2 MARCH KHE SANK WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 192.5 TONS AS
FOLLOWS:

CLASS I 39 TONS

CLASS IV - 64.5 TONS
CLASS V 87.5 TONS
CLASS VIII 1.5 TONS

DTIG: 23/1416Z AR 68

44 DAYS

24 DAYS
92 DAYS

.15 DAYS

16 DAYS
15 DAYS

0N HAND

1,059
3,313
158
€63

)

154
136
939
1,306
329

5 DAYS
53 %-6
5 DAYS
14 DAYS
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_osr OF THE REPORTING PERIOD. DESPITE DIsSe
2 COSDITIONG, SEVERAL AIR OBSZRVER GDHIRGLL,B_
Iqrxas YERE TFFECIIV;L? EXECUTED, DBURING THE
TTIERIZS FROE THE 13TH MARINES FIRED 133 f;:
32 1553 RQUNDS OF Aﬁ&JNITIQH $1TH EXCELLEST
nspaaraa. SUPPLIES AND EQUIPHENT AﬁOJHIId&
G YERE OFFLOADED DURING THE PRRICD &a RESUPPLY
‘TOOK OFF WITHOUT INTEAFERSNCE. azRALLr,
T 4BE SANH DURING THE DAY WAS COGFINED =~
v:wa ART!LL;R? ana %gnraa ﬁouasb asn naaaa-

LA, £ Yy z at’ A e

'HQTE DU&I?&G Tn& PERIOD. dﬁS A .:I HTIE!G
B3ERVER AT 112345 AM, NINE KILOWETERS

L 351« AH ESTIZATED EREXY BATTALIGH H‘AS 4
Lif FQ\IIHJ EAST. AIR STRIKES AwD RﬁTILLt.&Y
J-I8 A RE?QRT ‘Iﬁat 13 HOATH VIEINANESE -

na'i:i?.ﬁz. DURING THE. DR". THE KARINES FQUL‘D heow

4I8ES ON THE LEFT FLANK OF THZIR *D%
UGI"I CNE WAS D1SaR\ED, THE OTHER DETO.%AT
SE3TION OF THEIR S.EFENSIU:. WYIRE, IﬂISf-I‘"_'
WY RECEZIVED S¥alLL ARHS FIARE FROM-A
5T OF-' THEIR POQITION. ARTILLERY l‘!IhSIW‘a
4G T2 rﬂu FIRE. ATl ltsi A"_! THE }HH A
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3 b& aﬁ ALL DQY COJTACT A cor? Y JF ARINZS SPOTIED saaf PSR :

[ "WELL SQUIPPED NORTH VIETNAMESI 1530 METERS WEST OF A=34 :
L AIR STRIYES AND ARTILLERY YERZ ELMPLOYED.  WHEN COMTACT -
 CLOSES, 13§ NORTH VISTUANESE S0DILS GERE OUNTED.  FRIENDLY .
SASUALTIES YERE ONE KILLED, THREE VOUNDED (EVACUATZD)e o

\_aT PoJrrxo:g 1503 FETZRS EAST OF A=3, HARINES ENGAGED A GsGaal
DUS=IN ENEMY FORCEe WITH ARTILLE RY'FRLPA”RLORY FIRES AN o7 % 0580 Culiiiie
'SUPPOXT, FRIENDLY UNTTS ACCOUNTZOD FOR 21 HORTH VIETMANESE N
XILLED WITH EIGHT INDIVIDUAL AND ONE CREiW SEAVED' WZAPON
CAPTURED. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES VERE Qui KILLED AuD FIVE

" §OUNDED,  VHILE SYEEPING IN THE VICINITY OF #al XA THl-
VILLAGE YESTZRDAY, THE 3D BATTALION, 1Jr NARINES FOUND 38 e
~MORE NORTH VIETHAMESZ BODIZS AND THRIE ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUAL A
WEAPONS. A LANDING CRAFT STRUCK 4 uxah 31u METERS SOUTHEAST o
' -OF NAT XA THI VILLAGE IXJURING THREE NARINES AND DANAGIRG - s
i THE VINICLE.

R

" THREE COFRAH NISSIONS azah FI&ED EXPSSDISS-59IROUN§S,A
AND KILLISG. 9 ENZHY. \

THERE YERE A TOTAL OF 276 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES FLOWs = .

IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH AREA. TiHIZ MARINES FLEY 121 SORTIES, A

- WITH 3063 DAMAGE REPORTED A3 ONE 32CONDARY ZXPLOSIOU, TuO
-SECONDARY FIRZS, ONE ﬂUTO“ATIC aZQ?On POSITION OLSTRCYZD, -
AND 135 ENEMY KILLZD, THE AIF FORCE FLEW 9§ SORTIZS AND THE
NAVY 19, REPIRTING 19 ROAD CUTS, 0iE TASK DESTAOYSD, FOUR
GU‘% PJQI‘IQ"‘S :ESIROY}. s LIG“‘ t..‘LMY PILL 3’ 3”“‘. Al ‘xal l’-)

g~y

% FIRES IJ 11LITQ°‘ aTKJ TJ?;: ALD Td0 lnuuﬁa D-o.nJY-Do
- CIVE A?C LIGHT STRIXES (32 SOﬁTI- 5) WERZ FLOWN IN THE "\ v
i \_«JAGARA AREA. : \

C - AIR ﬂESJP”LY FOR KHE SANA FOR THE PZRIOD ANOUNTES TO
183 SHORT TAuS. RCSJ?PLT SORTIZE TOTALLZID 23 FOR 3 HARCHe
TEN C=137 AJRCRAFT COHPLETED TEN AIR DROP3e THREZ C=125'G
CIUPLETED TWO AIR DROPS AND OHE LAUDED. TEﬂ RILICUPTZNG .
DETLIVERED PASSENGERS AND "CARGO,. :

TACTI”AL AIR SUPPORT FOR THE NZIXT PEZRIO) WILL TOTAL
270 SOATIESe THERZ WILL BE ESISAT 352 STRIAES €43 SOATISS)
FLO%& I8 THE WIACARA ARZA. ) : . 5

b THE MORNING OF 3 HARCH 1953 AT KHE SANH ¥AS CLOUDY @ITH
. FOG AlD 0CCQ$IOw1L LICHT -DRIZZLE e CONHIITIONS LUPAOVED
OQURING THZ EARLY AFTERANOON «ITH CEILINGS OF 1528 FIZT AUD
VISISILITY WAICH RASCID FROM 3 =« 5 4ILES 1 FOSe AFIZR st
3323 P THE WZATHCR aGald 3EGAN TO OETERIORATE RIDUCING

CEILINGS AND VISI3ILITY TQ 5232 FEET AlD 2 172 BILES 3Y 5322 Pie
CONCITIONS WJEIRE FURTHER RESTRICTES AFTEZR NMISUIGKHT AuD JuTIL

1 THE EARLY XORWMING HOURS OF 4 HARCH AS HEAVY FOG RIDUCEZD

. VISISILITY TO 1/15 MILEe LITTLE CHARGE IS5 FORZICAST InROucH

9333 AY OF 5 ©ARCHe THE 23ST CONDITIONS ARE EXPECIED

BETVESZN 1373 Pil-= 7822 PH %iSN CEILINGS AND VISISILITY :

ARE FORECAST TO B2 1530 FEET AND SIK WILES. AFTER 3383 PY -

'§AVY Foa ulLL Au%l\ R,Duca vzsxaILIrxus To 32L33 osz nILE.

‘\/'_ i
- o= d" s ~~I» - ~.-..-~-“-—' AT
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" le THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMHU ITIJJ oUPPLY PO!LI SIATUa
|© AS OF 8303 P.de MARCH 3 15 AS FOLLOWS:
i PREVIOUS STATUS
i . DAYS SuPPLY 8883 PN 2 HAR EST
: G haND C9332 AN 3 HAR SV
L CLASS T (RATIONS)
f . MEAL, CO::?AT. A % 3
( INDIVIDUAL 18 15 DAYS
/ 3 RATIONS 13 9 DAYS
CLASS 111 (FUZL)
. AVIATION GaAS (-’iVGr‘m) 3 S DAYS
JP=4 FUSL CJET FUEL) Be3 S¢S DAYS
NOTOR GASOLINE (OGAS @5 s . 9¢3 DAYS
DIESEL 31 13 DAYS
CLASS V CANMUNITION)
Ae HIGH EXPLOSIVE
&3 MOATAR a4 44 DAYS
31=41 MORTAR 24 24 DAYS
93«1 (TANK) 92 92 DAYS
4,2" “0RTAR a7 47 DAYS
125=M11 HOWITZER 13 13 DaYS
& 153-N4 HOY1TZZR 15 1§ DAYS -, ;
Se A?’TI'TAI:'K
: . ROUNDS 06 HAND
9= HZAT - 19239
‘ §5=4M ROCKET (LA4) 3,531
¥ ANTI=TANK MINES CH=135) 153
ASTI=TANK MINES Cl=19) 563
AlTI=TAUK MINES (i=21) )
12518 AZAT 154 ghet
136« RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP-T) 708
128=81 FZZAIVE 303 .
343" ROCKET 1,532 | ;
3= AP=T 325 -
DTG 0413252 AR &3
5 i 2 . A P o
e e T s ~r=g <
— s Sl 'l}

—— e St

]
. '
b s »
. ———— i Bt
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. MARCH 4»
usazwzwx THE nasz KHE saﬂn-anz ‘REPORT!

p
== 163 TONS DELIVEREDS

lBGB

gﬂgxqoszzuuzn PROSINGS

w== CONSIDERABLE CAS JALTIES INFI

LICTED ON THE ENEMYs 30TR:
GN THE GROUND AND .

WITH ARTILL-RY FIRL. -

e e, e

i-';a S 13. 577317 NJFEZR
1N THE XME SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PIRIOD
 MARCK 3s 1383,

INUSD AT KHE
DESPITE

LIMITED VISIZILITY WITH LOW CZILINGS CONT
3ANE THROUGHOUT MOST OF THI REPGATING PIRI0D.

Sy
= Lo

.h’“TY-uIH- O¥ THE SITUATION.. ...

218

L}

. AGRIZABLE UZATHZR CONDITICNSs SIVEZRAL AIR JBSEIRVER CONTRCLLED

FIXED UING AIR STRIKIS ¥ai *'EF?'G*IVELM "? CUTED
DAY ARTILLERY BATTERIES FROM THE 137TH MA3IN ES FIRED 133

MISSIONS ZNPENDING 1353 ROUNDS OF aAMM U‘ITI*N WITA EXCELLENT
-u*P_?aS AND ZGUIRNENT AMOUNTING
DCRING THZ PE210D AS RESUPPLY
h-RﬁLLYl

TARGEIT COVZRAGE 2RZPORTED.
TO 163 SHORT TONS WERT OFFLOADID
R;RSRﬁ,T LANDED AND TCOX OFF WITHOUT INTZIRFERENGS.:
© EMEMY ACSTIVITY ar xu* SANH DURING THI DAY WAS CONFINED
0 SPCRADIZ INCOMING ARTILLIRY AND MORTAR ROUNDS AND HARAS=
3ING PROZES,
.07 PARTICULAR HOTE DURING TNE PIRICDs YAS A SIGHTING
 RALE 3Y AN AIR OBSERVER AT 113145 AMs n:~" ¥ILOMITERS
i Y *‘HJrsr OF HILL 231. AN ESTIMATED ENIMY SATTALION WAS
asébxnrn 1% A coLumy wcvvu £ASTe AIR STAIXDS AND ARTILLERY
o MISSIONS ZZSULTED IN A RETPORT THAT !5 NORTH VIETNAMESE
| WIRE dILLZDq _L57a4-== DURING THE DAY» TAHE MARINES FOUND
TWS DIATCTIONAL MINES ON THRE LIFT FLANK OF THEIR "D
EOMPANTS  ALTHOUGH GNE WAS DIsaRy {£D9 'THZI QTHER DETCNATED
| ANDMLBLEY 0PEN A SECTION OF THEIR DEFENSIVE WIRS: Tdls.
ST R ot PR ol v"'_;a ‘ 22 #2
SNLOCATION ZOUTHZAST OF THEIR Pcs;?lan.
; ERZ CALLID» - SILIHCING THE FIRE,
AARYN RANGER BATTALION.RZPQRTES A ?‘ca
?ﬂHIAE*ROb%BS AND ARTILLZRY DEFZ wswi FIRES .zi
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ININY INCOMING AT KHE SANNH WAS COMPARAT! VFLY LIGHT
YESTERDAYMUS ONLY 122 ROUNDS OF MIXED ARTILLERYs ROCKET AN
MORTAR STRUCK IN THE AREZA. AL’HOUCH NO MATERIEL DAMAGE WAS
RZPORTEDs 1€ MARINES WERE "OUWDEDo AT ADJACENT INSTALLATIQNS
BCRIZRING THE DMZs ENEMY SMELLING CGONTINUED DURING THE PERIODs

)

BUT A SLACKENED PACE GF 34 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND 22 ARTILLERY
ROUNDS FELL AT CAMP CARROL WITH ONLY MINOR INJURISS e

SUSTAINED BY ONE MARINZ. AT DONG XA COM2AT BASZ 16 ROUNDS
OF ARTILLERY XIXSD WITH TWO MORTAR ROUNDS WERE RZCZIVED

15
—r

BETWZIEN NOON AND 40O PM. THERE WERE NO INJURIES RECORDED,

al

(8]
.

I

CLOSuu’ 13: ’.\C....’{ VIOT“A\"?“* ncs
THF

THE 3D BATTALIONs 3D MARINES AT A-3 RECZIVED A TCTAL OF 1l

AFTZRNQOCN, ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY WITH NGO DAMAGE ?:;JP;_Do
OFFSHOREs - SIX ARTILLERY nOUN.‘ ERE FIRED AT THI USS NEWPORT

NEIWS WITH THEZ NEAREST ROUND INPAGTING 322 YARDS AVAY»
CAUSING NO DAMAGE TO THE VESSELs | :

1} AN ALL DAY CONTACT A COMPANY OF NARINES SPOTTED
YILL EQUIPPID NORDH VIZTMAMESE 1522 METIRS WEST OF A~3.
R STRIKES AND ARTILLERY WERZ ENPLOYZDe WHEN CONTACT
*S YERE COUNTED. FRIZNDLY

A
Vi
. &

-~ TR =™ » -
ASUALTIES WERE ONE KILLED B3

; ! EX YOUNDED (EVASUATED)
\_{ POSITIONS 1523 MSTERS EAST OF A=3, MARINETS. :" IACED-A =
CUG~IN ENEMY FORCE: UWiTH ARTILLERY BREZPARATORY FIREIS IN-
JPPCRT» TRIEZNDLY UNITS ACCOUNTED FOR 2! NORTH u:rtc\w:s:
KILLZD WITH EIGHT INDIVIDUAL AND ONE CRIW SZRVID WZAPCN
CAPTURED, FRIENDLY CASUALTIZS VWERT ONE MILLED AND FIVE
HOUNDED. JHILE SUZIPING IN THE VICINITY OF MAI XA *vz
VILLAGE YESTZRDAY» THT 32 SATTALIGONs IST MARINES FOUND 32
%0RZ NORTH VIETNAMESE 2QDINS AND THRAR s:::rxo.pL':r31V,~:AL
YEAPONSs A LANDING CRAFT STRUCK & MINZ 222 METER3 SoUTHEZAST
GF MAI XA THI VILLAGE INJURING THREZ NMaPINIS AND DAMAGING
THE VEIHICLE, '
THRZE COFRAM HMI1SSIONS WEZRE FIREID TXPENDING 59 RCUNDS»
AND KILLING 9 ZHEMY.
THERE WERE A.TOTAL OF 278 TACTICAL-'AIR SORTIES FLOWN
SUPPORT OF 'KHE SANH AXTA. THE MARINEIS FLEW (2! SGRTIZS
”ITA 30M2 DAMNAGE REPORTEID AS ONT SZCONDARY EXALOSIONs TW)
SCONDARY FIRES» CNE AUTOMATIC WZAPON POSITION DISTROYED
a*: 15 ENEMY KILLEDe THE AIF FORCT FLEW 38 3C0RTIES AND THE
HAVY 759 REPOITING 19 ROAD CUI3s ONE TAMK DESTROYEDs #OUR
2uN PO SL*ICN "DESTROYED» ZTIGHT ZNEMY KILLED» ONI ARMCRED
VEAICLE DAMASEDs SEVEN SECONDARY EXPLCSIONS» TIN SECONDARY
FIRZSs NINZ MILITARY STRUCTURZS AND TWO T3IUCKS DEISTROYZD.
F{VE ARC LIGHT 3TRIKEIS (32 SORTIZS) WERE FLOWN IN THE
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273 SB3RTISSs THERZ WILL 3%

A\-ARA AacaA.

-

‘AIR RZISUPPLY FOR KHI SANH FQR THE PERIOD AMCUNTED TO
1862 SHORT TONS. RESUPPLY SORTIES TQTALLED 23 FCR 3 MARCHe
TIN C~132 AIRCRAFT COHPLhT D TEN AIR DRGPS. THRIZT C-123'S
COMPLETED TW2 AIR DROPS AND ONE LANDED, TE! HELICSPTZERS
BZLTVERE 3 PﬁSS:HG-“S AND CARGO» :

KEXT PERIOD WILL TCTAL

TACTICAL AIR SUPPORT FOR THE =
SIGHT 3-52 STRIXIS (48 SORTIZS)

FLOUN 1IN .THE NI GARA ARZA.

- % sk <28 L3 S £ - 7‘ e s e & < . e S M i
» - -
—
- .- - oy
\ - -
- — o » - .. &
- 2 - .
. o oy
- - : =
o g - - - .
- = - . ’
. « ot - = x LR S

'

L e s m—
BAE ¢

5

i

e


https://I�~a~.RA

: . —T'i-‘\ m B —{-;‘?. tryr : '_;_-.,i.g- 3 :-‘.~.~~.-."",' ,—r-l 0-' -'!(’Q')(. ..\ '*":':'l"“"'"_-.f:’“.:'-',‘:.‘?»';'.'-""
B T0E noRNING. or 3 VARCH i3€8 AT KHE SANK WAS CLOUDY VITH = 7 i

,3U11ua THE EARLY Arr:amoow wx q c Lx‘es or 1508 FELT AND
L -YISIBILITY YHICH RANGED FROM 3 = 5 MILES tN FOGe ATFTER

5422 BN THE WEATHER AGAIN.BEGAN TO DETZRICRATE REDUCING
SEILINGS AND VISIBILITY TJ. 522 FZET AND 2°1/2 MILES BY 93230 PH.
vcceax IONS VERE FURTHER RESTRICTED AFTER MIDNIGHT AND UNTIL '
THE EARLY MORNINZ HOURS OF 4 MARCH AS HEAVY ‘FOG REDUCED

CYISIBILITY TQ 1718 MILZ. LITTLE CKANGE IS FORECAST THROUGK

~ 83G@ AH OF 5 MARCHKe THE BEST CONDITIONS ARS EXPECTED
 BEITWEEN 1422 PM = 7128 P YHEN CZILINGS AND VISIBILITY

“ARE FORECAST TQ BE 1322 FEET AND SIX MILES.

AFTER 5:20 p4

& HEAVY.FOG VILL AGAIN REDUCE VISISILITIZS T BELOV ORE HILE.

lo THE XKE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT STATUS

AS OF 8:20 PeMs MARCH 3 IS AS FOLLOUSET
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" PRIVIOUS STATUS

DAYS SUPPLY 8182 PM 2 MAR EST

ON XAND (9622 AM 3 MAR SVN)
P CLASS 1 (RATIONS)
Bric MEZAL» COMBATH
INDIVIDUAL . 18 15 DAYS
'3 RATICNS 18 9 DAYS
N4 . :
CLASS IIT (FUEL)
AVIATION GAS (AVGAS) 3 3 DAYS
JP=4 FUEL (JET FUEL) 5.3 843 DAYS
z MOTOR GASOLINE (MOZAS) & 943 DAYS
: DIZSEL ;7 i BT 18 DAYS
kc LASS V (AMMUNITION)
As HIGH EXPLCSIVE
€3=MM MORTAR 44 44 DAYS
g1-M1 MORTAR : 24 24 DaYS
53-a (TANK) s2 82 DAYS
422" MCRTAR - 47 47 DAYS
125=li HOWITZER 13 147 DAYS
| 155-M¥ HOWITZZIR 16 16 pAYS
3¢ ANTI=TANK ,
ROUNDS ON HAND
9z=¥M HIAT 19359
6= ROCKET (LAW) 39531
ANTI=TANK MINES (M=13) 168
ANTI=TANK MINES (M=19) §§8
ANTI=TANK MINES (4~21) 2
128=41 NEAT 154 B
7t 7 1@6-MM.RECOILLESS RIFLE (HEP=T) 726 -
- 12&=tiM SIZHIVE ' 329
“aie . 5 3e3"™ ROCKET 10632
32=1 AP=T 323
L. OTGS 241325Z MAR.§8 s adiadiing - —
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THE WHITE House
o

f) Tuesday, March 5, 1968
8:25 P. M.
p. I
Mr. President: -

Mr. Rostow has been informed of

the attached and instructed it be sent
to you. :

White House
Situation Room

- - — m—— -




THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASKINGTON, D. €, 20101

CM=3088~68
5 March 1968
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland

SUBJECT: i

1. I talked to General Westmoreland on the secure tele-.
phone at 1BUO0 hours this date. He had no specific items to
report other than those appearing in your Operationdl/intelli-
gence daily summary. However, he made several comments which
I think you will find of interest:

i

'a. He and General Vien, Chief of the South Vietnamese *
Joint General Staff, have been traveling around the countryside,
looking at the situation and conferring with ARVN and U.S, .
commanders. He stated that morale s good and everyone is be-_ L
having in a steady and confident manner. =

b. As he did when I visited him in Saigon, he likened
the present situation to the Battle of the Bulge; namely, a
maximum effort by the enemy which he could not sustain.
Westmoreland told me that the enemy appears to have lost.
momentum In many areas; they tend to utilize standoff fire against

General

- friendly forces and installations rather than attacking them
as they did in early and mid-February. tﬂ
"I'\
c. General Westmoreland's logistical situation in ‘
northern I Corps 1s improving steadily. He is thinking of
establishing the Provisional Corps in that area under
Lieutenant General Rosson in the very near future.

2,
. analogy to.the Battle of the Bulge, I believe it is still too
early to forecast with any great precision the extent to which
the enemy can and will resume a heightened ground effort,
Intelligence iIndicators strongly support the thesls that the
enemy 1s preparing for a major effort in the Hue/Phu Bai area.

" Moreover, the enemy has the capability to renew attacks against'

Da Nang and in the central highlands. 1In other words, despite

very heavy losses, I think the enemy still has unexpended re-,

sources which he can throw at us, This is not to say that I

cates, I think, that he is having logistical and personnel

Joint Chiefs of Staff

3 1wt L .J s
- problems and his plans are being disrupted by our air and’ *' ‘ﬁﬂ7 -
v .ground attacks. rg:f 7

' DECLASSIFIED &{ g égé 4 , fagthge.
“duthority J0S /0-3-74 LPBL,  EpRLE 6, WHEELER I!?f:: 3

b Chairman {f@i‘ i

By <A, NARS, Datesd=/6-Z7

8y tmears
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am not delighted at the slackening in enemy activity; 1t indf-ik:
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Without implying any derogation of General WestmorelanQTs %
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e, = P " INFORMATION
' THE WHITE HOUSE
a§ / WASHINGTON
—SECRET—
_ Thursday, March 7, 1968 -- 9:30 a, m, w n ol *{
Mr. President:
At Khe Sanh yesterday: .
-- good weather;
|
=~ 217 tons delivered; o !
-- 2367 rounds fired;
-- antiaircraft fire heavier, bringing
down the C-123;
- =
-- 343 tactical air sorties to good effect; 3
-- 42 B-52 sorties,
' I
wwI-Rostow S
JECLASSIFIED
Authority 0_5"'0 Rl /f. 907 '
BY—:L.&’_)___ NARS “Li—éﬁﬁ
) B} ' it AT
‘__—_‘—\‘___‘_‘—__‘_‘_— y ? § ) - - II
——______________“________’___—:_-_ |
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Authority D letter JANZ 1979 55 =

By_d.'ﬁ;;__, NARS, Date_6-25 - 79

Thursday, March 7, 1968, 9:50 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-two on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 6, 1968.

Clear iskies.at Khe Sanh throughout most of the period™
provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aixcraft.
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the
area of operation. A total of 217 short tonsfof supplies and equipment
were offloaded during the period. Fire support elements expended a
total oiggé?;:_gumi‘s c:_r:f‘ mixed mortar and artillery.

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air-
craft were fired on with three receiving hits. At 2:00 PM, a_C-123 with
47 passengers and crew members aboard, received fire on let-down for
Khe Sanh, attempted to leave the area, and crashed eight miles east of
Khe Sanh. Search parties report no signs of life at the scene.

Enemy artillery, rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck
a parked C-123 aircraft. No injuries were caused, theplanesustained limited
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter
was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley.
Five of the 1l people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105
crashed in Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered.

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on
Operation Kentucky. Elements positioned at C-2 and C-3 received five
and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-2,
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artillery rounds
and eight rounds of mortar, with no casualties or damage reported. At
A-3, elements of the 3rd Marines received nine artillery rounds. Other 3rd
Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15
mortar rounds with no casualties or damage reported. Dong Ha combat base
in late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded.



https://cr_ashe.51

— e RET w P

Near Camp Carroll, elements of the 9th Marines received 12 mortar
rounds, injuring five Marines,

Ground actvity’inmorthern Quang-Tri Province was significant.
In a sharp contact five kilometers northeast of Con Thien, two companies
of the 3rd Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force. Eighty-one;
North Vietnamese-Army were killed. Friendly casualties were 14 killed,
29 wounded. South of the Cua Viet river, a battalion of the 4th Marines in
night defensive positions fired on 15 North Vietnamese Army in the open.
A search at first light revealed ]l enemy bodies and seven individual weapons.
South of the Cua Viet, an artillery mission fired on troops in the open
killed four enemy.

Marine aircraft flew 142 tactical air sorties in support of Khe
Sanh, the Air Force flew 122, and the Navy 79, for a total of 343 sorties.
Bomb damage included 87 secondary explosions, 27 secondary fires, 30
bunkers destroyed, 17 enemy killed, one rocket position damaged, 29 road
cuts, three trucks destroyed, and 100 meters of trench destroyed. Seven
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) were flown. Twenty secondary explosions
were reported from three of the seven strikes. The B-52 effort was
concentrated on targets beyond three kilometers from the Khe Sanh perimeter.
Only one strike was flown on a close-in target.

During the period 217 short tons of supplies and 85 passengers
were flown into Khe Sanh. Thirty-nine resupply sorties were flown on
March 6. Nine C-130's and three C-123's completed air drops, three C-123's
landed, and 24 helicopters delivered passengers and cargo.

For the next period, 270 sorties are scheduled to support Khe
Sanh. Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties) are scheduled.
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1INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Friday, March 8, 1968 -- 9:05 a.m.

.Mr. President:

At Khe Sanh:

a second consecutive good weather
day;

3204 rounds frmndlyr artillery;
95 enemy;

321 sorties; 42 B-52's;
221 tons delivered;

5 U, S. wounded.

w zﬂa./ Rostow R
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Authority S0 letter JAN 3 1979 | b o~
Byl . NARS, Date_ §-35-79

Friday, March 8, 1968, 8:45 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-three on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 7, 1968.

Excellent flying conditions continued at Khe Sanh for the.
second consecutive day, with seven mile visibility. High cei]_irigs and
broken clouds favored fixed and rotary wing aircraft support. Fire
support elements, suppressing enemy firing positions and firing on
targets of opportunity, expended a total of 3204 rounds of mixed artillery
and mortar with excellent target coverage reported. Enemy anti-air
incidents continued yesterday with eight aircraft fired on and two receiving
‘hits. ) -

Enemy activity was comparatively light at Khe Sanh. Enemy
incoming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds comprised most of the
enemy activity. A total of 95 rounds of mixed incoming fell during the
24-hour period, causing injuries to five Marines, four of whom required
evacuation. As a result of a rocket round impacting on the airstrip, the
runway was temporarily closed to fixed wing aircraft, Repairs were
completed by 9:00 AM. At 1:45 PM, an air observer spotted several North
Vietnamese Army in bunkers and trenches 17 kilometers north of Khe Sanh.
A controlled air strike succeeded in killing five North Vietnamese Army.

Elsewhere within northern Quang Tri Province enemy incoming
slackened somewhat, but ground activity increased. A total of 10 rounds of
mortar fell near Camp Carroll during the period, causing injuries to five.

At 11:00 AM yesterday, the Marines in Napoleon/Saline received 12 rounds

of artillery, resulting in two killed and six wounded and evacuated. At

8:30 AM this morning, the Dong Ha combat base received 80 rounds of mixed
rocket and artillery resulting in 13 killed and 26 wounded.

Significant ground contacts were recorded yesterday in northern
I Corps as the Marines, working in conjunction with ARVN elements, made
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contact with an estimated three company size enemy force, 4 1/2
kilometers north of Dong Ha. Contact continued until 7:00 PM
with artillery and air strikes being employed. Initial casualty ..
amounted to 115 killed. h}é@ialﬂcajlilalty figures are two killed and 76 wounded.
Trien 1

In a similar all day contact, the Marines engaged an
unknown size enemy force on the south bank of the Cua Viet river.
Preliminary friendly casualties are 13 killed and 48 wounded. Enemy
casualties are unknown. Fifteen North Vietnamese Army bodies were
discovered in what appears to have been an enemy first aid shelter just
north of the Cua Viet river.

At 10:10 AM yesterday, the Marines fired 23 rounds of mortar
on aknown enemy firing position 1500 meters north of Con Thien, and
observed three secondary explosions. An air observer spotted an enemy
active mortar position with North Vietnamese Army occupying trenches
and bunkers, 11/2 kilometers northeast of Con Thien, A controlled air
strike on the position resulted in 13 North Vietnamese Army killed. The
mortar position was destroyed along with 200 meters of trench line.
Another air observer controlled air strike four kilometers north of Camp
Carroll destroyed two mortars and killed three North Vietnamese Army.
At 3:10 PM, an air observer adjusted a fire mission on enemy mortar
positions, at approximately the same location, resulting in the complete
destruction of the mortar positions and the killing of four North Vietnamese
Army.

One COFRAM mission was fired expending ten rounds with
undetermined results.

Marine aircraft flew 134 sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the
Air Force flew 117, and the Navy 70 for a total of 321 sorties. Bomb damage
included four gun positions destroyed, 13 secondary explosions, 28
secondary fires, 35 bunkers destroyed, 21 structures destroyed, one mortar
position destroyed, six road cuts, and one armored vehicle damaged. Seven
ARC LIGHT strikes comprising 42 sorties were flown. Two of the strikes
were against close-in targets. From the previous period additional bomb
damage includes 14 secondary explosions, 100 foxholes destroyed, and several
trench lines destroyed.
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During the period 221.5 short tons of supplies and 21
passengers were flown into Khe Sanh. Fifty-three resupply sorties

were flown on March 7. C-130's flew 1l air drops, 42 helicopters
air-landed. : :

. For the next 24 hours 268 tactical air sorties are scheduled
to support Khe Sanh. Three ARC LIGHT strikes, 18 sorties, are
scheduled. The remainder of the force will hit targets in Thua Thien
against suspected enemy concentrations. However, the scheduled Thua
Thien strikes can be diverted to the Khe Sanh area on two hours notice.

The weather forecast for Khe Sanh is for continued good
visibility from late morning on March 8 with skies clear to scattered.
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- March 10, 1968 /
By_ditg*, NARS, Date_6.- 28 -77

MEMORANDUM FOCR THE PRESIDENT

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report number thirty-five on the
situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending 8:00 PM,
March 9.

Favorable weather conditions prevailed at Khe Sanh during most of the period.
Low ceilings lifted by noon, providing improved conditions for air support.
Fire support elements expended 2, 277 rounds of mixed artillery and mortar
with excellent target coverage reported. There were only three anti-air
incidents reported.

During the period, enemy action consisted mostly of shelling the Khe Sanh
positions. Ground activity was light. During the day 250 rounds of mixed
mortar, rocket and artillery fell at Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. In-
juries attributed to the shelling were two killed and 15 wounded (four evacuated).
A helicopter parked at Khe Sanh received 50 shrapnel holes causing substantial
damage to the aircraft and minor injuries to two crew members.

At noon an air observer controlled air strikes on 14 North Vietnamese soldiers
in the open southeast of Khe Sanh,resulted in seven enemy killed. About
two-hours later an enemy bunker complex was detected 300 meters south of

Khe Sanh. An air observer controlled air strike accounted for five enemy
killed and the destruction of one bunker. At 6:00 PM elements from the 26th
Marines spotted four enemy digging a trench four miles northeast of Hill 88l1.

An 8lmm mortar mission, followed by a fixed wing napalm strike accounted for
four killed and five secondary explosions. One ARVN Ranger was killed

and one wounded yesterday by sniper fire. Fire was returned with undetermined
results, :

At installations bordering the DMZ, enemy activity was confined mostly to in-
coming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds. Six Marines were wounded at
Camp Carroll as 13 mortar rounds fell during the period. Yesterday evening
twelve 140mm rocket rounds struck at Dong Ha injuring nine. one of whom
required evacuation.

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tri Province during the reporting period
were comparatively light. Yesterday afternoon elements from the 9th Marines
spotted seven enemy running east from a position three miles southwest of
Camp Carroll. In trying to overtake the seven, the friendly unit came under
fire by 60-70 enemy. Artillery and fixed wing. strikes were called. Two enemy
were confirmed killed. Enemy was observed departing the area carrying




additional casualties. There was no enemy activity reported in Operation
Napoleon/Saline and friendly units continued security operations north and
south of the Cua Viet River without contact.

Marine aircraft flew 101 tactical air sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air
Force flew 131 and the Navy 117, for a total of 349 sorties. Bomb damage
included four trucks destroyed, 27 road cuts, 17 bunkers destroyed, 22 enemy
killed, 37 secondary fires, three automatic weapons positions destroyed,

270 meters of trench destroyed and over 60 secondary explosions. Numerous
secondary fires and explosions resulted from strikes on a storage area 20
miles east of Tchepone, Laos. Twenty-six sorties hit the target with ex-
plosions still going off as the forward air controller left the area.

There were five ARC LIGHT strikes (29 sorties) during the period. Nine
secondary explosions were reported., Four strikes were against close-in
targets from 2,200 to 1,100 meters from friendly troops.

During the period 170. 5 short tons of supplies and 116 passengers were flown into
Khe Sanh. Thirty-eight resupply missions were flown on March 9. C-130's
flew eight air drops and three lapes. Three C-123's and 24 Marine helicopters
landed at the field.

For the next 24-hours, 307 tactical air sorties are scheduled to support Khe
Sanh. The Marines plan 88, the Navy 100 and the Air Force 119. In addition
the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Seven Arc Light strikes
(43 sorties) are scheduled.

The weather for March 10 for Khe Sanh is holding well with improving con-
ditions during daylight after night restricted visibility. By 2:00 PM ceilings
should be 3, 000 feet with visibility to seven miles.
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WASHINGTON

Monday, March 11, 1968 -- 9:45 a, m,
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Mr, President:
Khe Sanh-DMZ:
-- weather less good;
-- enemy fired 250 rounds;
-- 178 tons delivered;
-- 328 sorties plus 36 B-52's;
-- our supply base at Cua Viet, at eastern
end of DMZ hit quite badly by lucky

enemy round;

-- major successful further ARVN fire fight
at Dong Ha, 102 enemy killed, 7 captured.

w,zﬁ;@ow : '
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Monday, March 11, 1968, 8:45 AM

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty-six on the situation in the
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 10, 1968.

Low ceilings and drizzle prevailed at Khe Sanh through most
of the reporting period, with a consequent decline inthe number of air
strikes flown. Light enemy anti-air incidents were recorded as only two
aircraft were fired on with minor damage reported to one. Enemy activity
was confined to incoming mortar, artillery and rocket rounds with 250, 3
Zounds of mixed ordnance falling during the day,is Two Marines were killed

ST

and 15 wounded, “four of whom required medical evacuation.

No significant ground contacts were reported. Enemy activities
at other installations in northern Quang Tri paralleled activity at Khe Sanh.
No ground contacts were reported by Marine units. However, enemy
shelling was damaging. The day's incoming included 10 rounds of artillery
falling at A-3. Camp Carroll received 10 mortar rounds. No casualties
or damage was reported in either instance. Several artillery rounds fell
at positions occupied by the 4th Marines at C-3, with no damage or casualties
reported,

Beginning at 7:30 AM on March 10, the Dong Ha combat base
received 70 rounds of rocket and 82 rounds of mixed mortar and artillery
resulting in three killed and 14 wounded, with seven evacuees. E_E.Uﬂm}
pohétncaming round landed at the landing ship-tank rampon the Cua Viet,  ?
£Ihe round-struck.a.drum of fuel, spread into the fuel farm causing-sécendary
ﬁpes*—*;'"fﬁe f:tresn-subsequentlymses off several: xou.nds of ammunition.—Eighty- .
ive- percent- of.the-rampwas reported destroyed.. Damages_included destructiom™-
gg__ﬁvehtrucks. Se xe;aLbu:.ldmgs, ) two fuel tanks; one artillexy weapori,_fﬁre«e—‘
commu_ﬁgahnma;;mcrane;‘*three”fork’hfts and a guard" towe ¥~ “Theww=—
ibladder farmrwas-reported 33 percent destroyed. - Initial casualtieg-weres.

recorded as one-killed-and-28 Wuunded.=

DECLASSIFIED
Authority OSD__letter JAN3 1979

By_zx;g@_., NARS, Date 6. 25-29
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ARVN operations in northern Quang Tri Province
included a large contact north of Dong Ha. In Operation Lamson 193,
elements of the 2nd ARVN Regiment engaged a large size enemy force.
Fighting continued throughout the day. Friendly casualty figures were _
recorded as three killed, 37 wounded. ' A total of menemﬁﬁ‘é’f&kiﬂeﬂm&
with 20 individual apd five ¢rew sé€¥ved weapons captured., Seven North ¥
retnamese -pnsoners“were“captured S

Marine aircraft flew 80 tactical air sorties in support of
Khe Sanh, the Air Force flew 141, and the Navy 107 for a total of 3287 8§0xHEE" =
Bomb damage includes two trucks destroyed, 42 road cuts, 14 secondary i
explosions. 43 secondary fires, three bunkers and 140 meters of trench destroyed,
13 enemy killed, seven gun positions destroyed, and 14 structures destroyed.
There were six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 §ortieS). 8cheduled into the Niagara area,
however, four aircraft went to secondary targets due to targetting equipment
and aircraft malfunctions. Three strikes in the Niagara areawere
classified as close-in targets, ranging from 1300 - 1800 meters from friendly
forces.

During the period, 178.5 shoriténaoi suppliesiFere airliitedy
into Khe Sanhy In addition, 92 passengers were flown in. In all, a total of
18 sorties were flown. Twelve C-130's conducted eleven air drops. Five
- C=123's conducted three air drops and two landed at the field. One helicopter
landed at the field,

For the next period, 307 tactical sorties are scheduled.
Six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties) are scheduled.

The morning of March 10 at Khe Sanh was foggy with visibility
as low as 1/8 mile at mid-morning. Low clouds remained through the
afternoon. After dark, fog formed again restricting visibilities to 1/16 mile
by the morning of March 1l. The forecast is for continued cloudy weather,
with fog during the morning hours and after 8:00 PM at night, lowering
visibilities to 1/2 mile after midnight.
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER
.WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001

- " DECLASSIFIED . - ° ™ 11 March 1068 égb it
Authorliy 050 _letter JAN3 1979 9500 £sT >l

J THEJOINY RTAPP . B&-;_A—/é’ }/ RS, Date o225 27

MEMORANDUM FOR THD WIITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM :“
-Subject: Eupgly Status at Khe Sanh as of 8:00 PM LST i
© 10 Mar (9:00 AM 11 Mar, SVUN time) RS

-'1. Tho Khe Sanh Dump and Ammunition Supply Point (ASP)
status as of the above time is as follows:
B : PREVIOUS STATUS

DAYS SUPPLY  8:00 PM 9 Mar EST

. . . ' sn % ..
Pl o elaaer s SEges WA T e AT 4 Sy Wrate

- Tro AT o plymeer Swe  wPR, g g s B -

amagmy 2w

-‘“.03 - -
e A S

, . ON HIAND _ (9100 AM 10 Mar SYN) it
CLASS I (Rations) o F'
Mesl, Combat, Individual 18 17 days B
B Rations 2 8 days . t‘n
CLASS IIT (Fusl) ' il

- Avidtion Gas“(AVGASI : 3 '3 days @;.
JP-4 Fuel (Jot Tuel 10,6 10,6 days |
Motor Gasoline (MOGAS) 6.1 - 7.1 days i

~ Diesel - " 3.3 4,3 days Lt

CLASS V. (Ammunition) g,'f
- &, High explosive | . ' ﬁ1<:
60-mm mortar 43. - 42 days [:'
8l«mm mortay - 20 22 days’ ' L
90-nin (Tank) 108 . * 108 days
4,2" mortar 40 40 days i
105-mm howitzer 25 . 24 days 1}
155-mm howitzor 14 14 days Ll -
b, Antitank | ROUNDS ON_HAND :

' 90-mm HEAT 1,202 1y
66-mm rocket (LAW) _ 8,381 {
Antitank mines (M-15 198

- Antitank mines (M-19 608
Antitank mines (M-21 0
106-mm HBAT : 872

106-mm vecoilless rifle (IEP-T) 2,264
3.,5" rocket = o : 2,189
90«mm AP-T : ; 329
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’ PREVIOUS STATUS -
. DAYS SUPPLY §:00 PM 9 Mar EST
" o ON_HAND (9:00 AM 10 Mar SYN)
c. Antipersonnel ‘ ROUNDS ON_HAND
106-mm BEEHIVL 1,027 '
CLASS V (COERAN) - -y
105-mn howitzer . § § days
+ 155~mm howitzer S 5 days
40-mm grenade launchey 5 S days
: Nand glenados . 1 10 days

3. On 10'March, Khe Sanh was tresupplied wlth 178,5 tons as
_follows:

CLASS T | 1

3.0 tons
CLASS II - 2,0 tons ‘
CLASS T1I 30,5 tons
- CLASS 1V 12,5 tons
CLASS V 118,0 tons
Miscollanoous 2.5 tons ‘
GREES A, SHANNON —
rigadier General, USAF ;
- neputy Director for
Distribution: Oporations (NMCC)
DEPSECDEF - e
CJCS ES; : 3%
DJS (3
J=30
J~31 .
J=32
J=-33
J-4
AWR
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AFCP
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DDO
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PAC D1V
. PAC ‘DESK
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INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE
g? _ WASHINGTON

Tuesday, March 12, 1968
10:15 a. m. ‘.?"‘
o/

e

MR, PRESIDENT:

At Khe Sanh:

-- poor weather;
-- 150 rounds enemy fire;
-- 343 sorties plus 36 B-52's;

- 207 tons delivered.
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B?D """ Tuesday, March 12, 1968, 9:30 AM
Authority ietter JAN 31379 -
PYo—A® _, NARS, Date 6235229 g

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number thirty~seven on the situation in the Khe
Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 11, 1968.

Unfavorable weathex.Conditions continued at Khe Sanh during
the reporting period, as fog with intermittent drizzle persisted throughout
most of the morning and evening hours. Low ceilings lifted somewhat during
the afternoon hours, permitting limited fixed wing support. Enemy anti-air
incidents were light as only two aircraft were fired on and one was hit with
minor damage.

During the period enemy activity was confined to incoring
artillery, rocket and mortar rounds. There were no ground contacts reported.
A total of 150 rounds of'mixed caliber fell on the Khe Sanh area during-the day.

asualties attributed to the shelling were three killed and 23 wounded (eight
evacuated).

In the DMZ area, enemy shelling comprised the majority of enemy
activity with no significant casualties or damage reported. In the vicinity of
the Cua Viet river, elements of the 3rd and 4th Marines received 15 mortar
rounds and 12 artillery rounds. One Marine was wounded. In ARVN operations,
elements of the 2nd Regiment were in heavy contact throughout most of the day,
north of Dong Ha. Initial friendly casualties are recorded as 22 killed and 65
wounded, Enemy casualties are unknown. Sweep operations continue,

There was one COFRAM mission of six rounds fired with
undetermined results,

Marine aircraft flew 123 sorties, the Air Force 134, the Navy
86, for a total of 343 sorties;. Bomb damage assessment included 14 road cuts,
three automatic weapons positions destroyed, one rocket position destroyed, one
bridge destroyed, two bunkers destroyed, eight secondary explosions, 19
secondary fires, and 15 enemy killed by air. There were six ARC LIGHT strikes
@_fl_‘sorn_l s }ischeduled, however, three aircraft went to secondary targets due
to beacon malfunction. Three strikes were within 1300 - 2800 meters of friendly
troops.

—__.SE-C-R':’IF"‘ o —
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A total of Zﬂ_éha:ktﬁnsvg?supphes were airlifted into the
Khe Sanh area during the period. In addition, one short ton of mail and 93
passengers were lifted into the base. A total of 28 resupply sorties were
flown, eleven air drops by C-130 and two by C-123, and 15 sorties by
‘Marine helicopters.

For the next period, 308 tactical air sorties are scheduled. In
addition, the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties, and the Marines will have
16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (30 sorties) are scheduled.

The weather forecast for March 12 is for improving conditions
to 800 foot ceilings and two mile visibility by mid-morning, and to 2500 to
500 foot ceilings and 7 - 10 miles visibility by early afternoon. Conditions will
again deteriorate after sunset, reducing ceilings and visibility to less than 500
feet and one mile by midnight.




THE WHITE HousE
WASHINGTON

Qﬁ INF MATION S

Saturday, March 16, 1968 - 9:00 am : & |

Y i

Mr. President ' i
Weather luck holds at Khe Sanh

-~ 234 incoming rounds;

-- 351 friendly sorties plus . L
36 B-52's;
Le

-- recce and small attacks on A Shau S
Valley, of which we shall have .
more; . . |

-- 227 tons delivered L \
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-0. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) Saturday, March 16, 1968, 8:30 AM

L0

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ’ /

Herewith, General Westmoreland's feport number forty-one on the
situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending
8:00 PM, 15 March.

Khe Sanh had clear weather after early morning haze lifted after 11:00 am.
Prior to that ti time, Air Force resupply operations had been hampered.

During the period, Khe Sanh received 30 rounds of artillery, 14" rounds of
rocket and 190 rounds of mortar fire for a total of 234 roungs The in-
coming fire resulted in one Marine killed and 13 wounded (three evacuated).
Enemy indirect fire attacks marked the only activity at the base, as no
ground contacts were reported. There was no change in either the disposi-
tion of Marines in defense at Khe Sanh, or in the enemy situation.

Elsewhere along the DMZ, contact was light with one exception. Dong Ha
received twenty-five 140mm rocket rounds which wounded 13 personnel.

Two required medical evacuation. Total casualty figures for the 3rd Marine
Division area for the period were, two Marines killed, 39 wounded (16 evacu-
ated), 14 enemy killed.

In tactical air operations, 351 sortieg " were fiown.. Marines flew 130,

US Air Force 133, and the Navy 88. Bomb damage assessment included

53 secondary fires, 19 road cuts, 45 bunkers destroyed, three trucks
destroyed, 18 secondary explosions, 25 enemy killed by air and one mortar
position destroyed.

hihe A Shau Valley; US Air Force flew four reconnaissance sorties and
R N e
seven tactical strike sorties, Bomb damage assessment included three

secondary explosions and 10 bunkers destroyed.

Six Arc Light strikes (36 sorti¢sfwere scheduled into the Niagara Area,
One strike, within 1, 200 meters of friendly troops, with fifteen secondary
explosions reported.

Aerial resupply for the period totaled 227 short tons. One hundred and
forty -two passenger replacements were landed at the field. Throughout
the day, 49 sorties were flown. Fixed wing aircraft conducted 16 airdrops.
Marine helicopters flew the remaining 33 sorties, delivering passengers
and cargo. '
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Three hundred and sixteen tactical air sorties were scheduled for the
next 24-hour period, with the Marines planning 88, Air Force 128 and
the Navy 100. Marines will maintain their 16 aircraft on call and the
Air Force will have 120 alert sorties available on call. Six Arc Light
strikes (36 sorties) are also scheduled.

The forecast for 16 March is for scattered clouds and good visibility
by 11:00 am. Ceilings and visibility will again lower by mid-night and
fog will reduce conditions to marginal by early morning on the seventeenth.
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SUSJs KHE SANH REPORTTI (W)

le CUY THIS 1S REPORT JUMBER FORTY-OHE ON THE SITUATION
IN THE XKE SANHM/D 'Z ARIA FOR THE PERICD 1503CG2H TO 1605004
MARCH 1953. ; )

2, (S) XHE 3ANH HAD CLEAR WEATHER AFTER ZARLY MORNING
HAZE LIFTED AFTER 1103 HOUPS. PYI0OR TO THAT TIME, AIRFORCE
RESUPPLY OPZRATIONH3 HaD BEEYN HA/PIRED. DURING THE PIR10D,

KHZ SAHH RECEIVED 39 ROUICS OF ARTILLERY, 14 ROUYDS OF ROCKET
AND 190 RFOUIDS OF YORTAR FIRE, FCR A TOTAL OF 234 RCUNDS, TME
INCOMING FIRE RESULTED 14 045 MARINE KILLSD AMD 13 YCUNDED
(THREE EVACUATED). ENTMY I1.1DIPLCT FIRZ ATTACKS MARKED THZ
ONLY ACTIVITY AT THS BA3E, AS WO GROU.JD CONTACTS "ERE RE-
FORTED. TAERS WAS NO CHANGE IN EITHER THE DISPOSITIOH OF
YARINSS IN DSFENST AT XHE SAHH, OR IN THE EZNEJY SITUATION.
TLSTWHERE ALONG THE D¥Z, COUTACT ¥AS LIGHT WITH 0.5 EXCEP-
TI0N, DOJ3 HA RECEIVZD TYENTY-FIVE 140%7 ROCKZT ROU.DS

YHICH WOUNDED 13 PER3ONYEZL. TWO RIQUIRZD MEDICAL EVACUATION.
TOTAL CASUALTY FIGURES FOR THZ 3D #aR1IZ DIVI3IO0: ARIZA FOR
THE PEZRIOD WERE, T“D MARIHNES KILLZID, 3% “OUNDED (16 EVACU-
ATED), 14 ENEMY XILLED.

3. (3) IY TACTICAL AIR DPERATIONS, 351 SORTIES WCRI FLOZI,
MARINES FLEW 130, UYSAF 133, AND U3N 35, 80M3 DANAGZI AS3833~
454T INCLUDED 53 SZCHONDARY FIRES 19 ROAD CUTS, 45 3YUXIRS
DESTROYED, THREE TRUCKXS DISTROYZD, 18 SECONDARY IXPLOSIONS,
25 ENEMY KILLED BY AIR AND OMNE MORTAR POSITICN DESTROYED. IN
THE A SHAU VALLEY, USAF FLEY FOUR RZCCT 3ORTIES AD SEVI
TACTICAL STRIXE SORTIES. 5002 DAMAGE 8S3E33MINT 1 ICLUD=D
THREZ SECODARY EXPLOSIONS A.D 10 3UJKERS DEI3TROYED,. SIX
ARC LICGHT STRIXES (35 SORTIZS) WIRE SCHEDULED INTO THE JIAGARA
ARFA, THRSE SORTIES YERZ DIVERTED TO A SZCONDADARY TARGET DUZ
TO BZaCOM MALFUNCTION. ONE STRIKT, WITHIN 1200 4ZTERS OF
FRIENDLY TROOPS, WITH FIFTEZCZH SZCO0.iDARY EXPLOSIONS ¥ERE AEPORTED.

4, ¢3) AZRIAL RESYUPPLY FOR THE FERIQD TOTALED 227 SM2RT
TON3. CLASS I AMOUNTED TO 45 SHORT TONS. CLASS I YAS SIX SHORT
TONS, CLASS III NINE SHORT TOM3, CLASS 1V FOUR SHORT TO0!'S, CLASS
V 155,5 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, THREE SHORT TONS OF MEDICAL
SUPPLIES A%D 4,5 SHORT T0%S OF ¥AIL WZRZ DELIVERED,. 142
PASSZNGER REPLACEMZWTS YZRZ LA'IDEID AT THE FIZILD, THROUSBH=
OUT THZ DAY, A5 SCRTIES YERI FLO'Y. FIXED WING AIRCIAFT CoOd-
DUCTZD 1S AIRDROPS, MARIHZ HELICOPTSRS FLEW THE REWALNING 33
SCRTIES, DELIVERING PASSENZIRS AND CARGQ. _

5. ¢(3) 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ARE SCHEZDULED FOR THE
\NEXT 24 HOUR PEZRI0CD, WITH THE MARINES PLAYNIIG 23, U3AF 123
AiD USN 100, MARINES WILL YAINTAIN THEIR 16 AIRCIAFT € CaLL
AYD THE USAF WILL HAVE 120 ALZRT SORTIES AVAILARLE ON CaLL,
SIX ARC LIGHT STRIXZS (35 SORTIZS) AREZ SCHEDULED.

' S« C(U) THT FOREICAST FOR 18 MARCH IS FOR SCATTIAZID CLOYDS

. A4D GCOD VISISILITY 3Y 1100H. CIILINGS AND VISISILITY WILL A3AIN

LOWER 3Y MIDYIGHT AU4D FOG WILL REIDUCT CONDITICHS TO HARGINAL
- 3Y EARLY #“O0R4ING CN THE SSVEINTEENTH. -
© GP-4 . .

SS0 NOTEs PELIVER DURING DUTY HCURS
5890
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AERTVITA VISTY'S KME SANH REPORT.

- -

*= UIATHER AND FORICAST RINAIN G00DS

e= Zgg INCONINGS

‘== PROBING ATTACK REPULSECS N9 FRITNDLY CASUALTIE
»~ 218 FAIZINDLY SORTIES PLUS 42 B~352°S}
== 266 TONS DILIVERED.

BBJt (U) THIS IS RIPORT NU”B'R FORTY=TH ﬁ'" Q¥ THE SITUATICN
WNTTOUEOKHE SANM/CME ARIA FO THZ 24 HOUR PZRICD 18 MARCH.

\_J

YESTEIRCAY AND LAST NIGNT THE ENEMY INTENSIFIED HIS EFFO
RGAINST THE ¥HI SANH BASE WITH INCREASED IW QMING FIRE AND
FRC~DAYN GROUND ATTACK, THE INCOMING FIRE FOR THE PERIOD
IDTALED 3¢2 RCUNDS AS C““”A"‘ T0 TNS PF’?IGUS DAYS TOTAL OF
w3 s NINITZZN MEN WERZ WOUNDED AS A RESULT OF THE INCQMING»
DU RESUIRING FE“ICQL EVACUATION.

aTs
A

THE GRCUND ATTACK BY AN ZSTIMATED INEMY 3JATTALION CSCCURRED. AT

- M

ST4SEX ON 12 MARCWs ASAINST THNE 37TN ARVN RANGIR POSITION AT TNE
SASTEPN PEZRIMETERs THE ARVN FOUGHT. DITERMINEDLY AND TMI ATTACK
WS REPELLEDS AT 3227 PXs THI WIRE WAS NOT PENZTRATEDe THCORE
STRE 40 FRIENDLY ”A-.nLTI‘Sl 2 ENEMY WEPZ RIPCRTED KILLEDe

AS FQRCAST» TNHE U‘&TP?’ AIMAINED FAVORABLE TXROUGH MUCH CF
™E EAY:.ALLG?I“"_"Vﬂr”RICT:ﬂ AIR ACTIVITYe THREE HUNDRED TEN
MACTIC AIT SORTIES VERE FTLOUNe . ALTHOUGH TMIS IS A DECREZASE FROM
3,32 "'4!135 PERICDs BIMS. DAMAGT ASSESSMENT BISCLCSZID OVER 43
SECCNDARY EXALOSICNS» 28 SECONDARY FIRES AND NUMZROQUS ‘STRUCTURES vy
IND WEAPONS PCSITIONS DESTRIYEDs SEVEIN ARC LIGHT MISSIONS (32 b Yo
$A3TITY) STRUCK THE NIAGARA ARZAs * SIVEN AIRCRAFT WERZI DIVIaTE 4

I T2 SQUIRPENT 'MALFUNCTION. . THREEZ OF THE STRIKES RE PORIZC

TTAL OF 12 SISINCAAY IXPLOSIONS. SIVEN ARS LISHT STRIKES AND 316 7. « "oho
DCTICAL AIR SORTIZS APL SCHITULED FOR THE NEAT.24 KOURS. THERE i E

T 50' IQANGE IN THE NUMSER OF ALERT SCRTISS OR AIRCRAFT OF CALL. ~ = = '
A, S I eTaRATATR Actrvr~z.'zs RESUFPLY SERTIES) LIV TFTED 255,50 A e SR
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5. ﬁﬂ Y IV T”E REST oF LUAQG TRI PR”VI"G‘, ASLVRRY'LIGHI’
ANTTRED TQ TQF PRIVIOUS PRRICDW. A TOTAL OF I5. ROUNDS:OF. MIXED
C...IN3 WAS 9?0 IVED COMPARED 70 858 ROUNDS YESTERDAYs TOTAL
Ss CASUALTIZS IN THE ID MARINE DIVISIQON AREA WEIRE 0%” KIL'EDJ

WQUNDEL (F GU° EVéuUﬁTED)o \.MY‘ ‘"V?N KILL?D._‘ Y

' Gs  THE USATEZR FORECAST 1§ FOR FAVORASLE UEATHER. ro courrnuz
SHRING THE DA&‘IuHT HGURSs YITH SOMEIVKAT REDUCED VISIBILITY
INY CETLINGS

1IN TﬁE SARLY AO? INGe -

1._?”" KF“ SANY DUMPUAND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POIPT (ASP)
STATUS AS 07 Bth Iy NQ“GK 17218 AS FCLLJUSE

. . PREVIGUS STATUS
' | - 'DAYS SUPPLY 3127 PM 16 NAR EST
et ... ON HAND (91223 AM 17 MAR SYN)
SUASS ' &anr;cu;) AR o ’ |
S0H3ATS ru:rgtn"«n BRSA Tget il S bacT | 08,11 1

HEALS . A
T RATIANS B SEie g T Lt Rl T, DAYS
CLASS I (FUSLY - R i ‘ :
CAVIATIOHN @AS CAVEAS) Gy ‘ 3 DAYS
M~ JP=4 FUEL.CJET.FCSLY - 12,5 12.6 DAYS
vcrc= 2ASOLINE (MOGAS) 116 12.5 DAYS
-DIESEL: © 0 R e e 19 T 444 DAYS

SLASS ¥ ganxunr?zou>
is HIGH TXPLOSIVE
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6% A |  FORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

0>
—=SECRES——

Thursday, March 21, 1968 -- 10:45 a.m,

Mr, President: ff"’t. e o Bl b
o B '
At Khe Sanh: ’ ~5gf,‘

-- weather good; ‘\ 2o

-- 177 enemy rounds;
-- 87 friendly artillery missions; _ ,
-- 203 tactical sorties plus 6 B-52's; i
-- 265 tons delivered;
-- from other information, indications

some enemy forces pulling back from

Khe Sanh, others, perhaps, moving

east to Quang Tri-Hue area,

W.u%‘ﬁpgostow B
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Authority O30 letter JAN3 1979

By« . NARS, Date &~ 23_29

Thursday, March 21, 1968, 8:50 a.m.

fp> &

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number forty-six on the situation in the Khe Sanh/
DMZ/A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 20, 1968.

The level and character of activity at Khe Sanh has not changed over
the past three days. The enemy coptinues to limit his efforts to indirect fire:
2ttacks,,, During this period, 177 incoming rounds were recorded. The
majority of these were from enemy mortars (150 rounds) and twenty-one
Marines were wounded. Five men required medical evacuation. Eighty-se
_artillery missions were fired in support_of the base; thirty-three were observed
missions. Five enemy were reported killed by artillery or tactical air.

Clear weather prevailed for most of the day and. 203 tactical air sorties
were flown. Bomb damage assessment in the Niagara area included two
secondary explosions, nine bunkers and one gun position destroyed, two road
cuts and sixteen secondary fires. Unseasonably good weather in the north
uncovered lucrative targets and some Niagara sorties were diverted to the
northern route packages.

There were six ARC LIGHT strikes in the Khe Sanh area during the
period, four strikes within 1000 - 1500 meters of friendly troops. One mission
reported eleven secondary explosions. Forty-three fixed wing and helicopter
sorties lifted 265.5 short tons of supplies, and 130 replacements into the base.

During the next 24 hours, 298 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGHT
strikes are scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. W eather predictions are fairto
good, with marginal conditions early in the morning, clearing up during the
day. Rain may reduce conditions to 2, 000 feet and three miles visibility after
2:00 p.m.

Along the DMZ, 55 incoming rounds were received with no significant
casualties or damage reported. Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was
light. The total casualties in the 3rd Marine Division area for the period were
twenty-six Marines wounded (six evacuated), thirteen enemy killed and two
individual weapons captured,

Lol
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A Shau aerial surveillance on the twentieth consisted of one early -
morning and one photo recon mission. The good weather predicition was
wrong. One ground reconnaissance team was extracted and one team failed

 to insert due to enemy fire. A team report from a mission near the A Luoi
Airstrip contains locations of suspected caves and tunnels in the vicinity,

a possible truck park and bivouac area and sightings of truck traffic on Route
548.
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ZE .
. R E T #aC 3537 EYES ONLY
3Js  XHE SANM REFORT (1)
1. C(U) THIS IS REPCAT MUMBER FORTY-SEVZIN ON THE
SITUATION IN THE KYZ SANW/DYZ/A SHAY AREA FOR THE PERICD
210900H TO 220900K 1ARCH 1958, °
2, (3) THE AGGU.IT OF INCOMING FIREZ DECREASED Fir0M YES-
TZRDAY AS 111 ROUSDS OF SIXZD FINE FELL 0: THE CON3AT BASE,
STVINTY-JJE ROUNDS WIRT ARTILLIRY, A CHAJGE FROY YIS~
TERDAY, WFEN THE BULX CF THE FIRE WAS FACN ¥ORTARS. TWENTY-
SEVEW MAINZS WIRE WOUYDID; 18 REQUIRID EVACUATION. U,S.
AT ILLERY FIRZD 2330 AOUNDS IV 108 MISSIONS; THIRTY-SIX O3SERVED,
N0 CCFRAM AWNUJITICY WAS EXPENDZD. :
3. (S) CLIAR WEATHER PREVAILID THIGUSHOUT THE NIAZARA
80 FCR THE FOURTH CO.WSECUTIVE DAY, AdD 273 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES
NIRE FLOWW. D015 DANAGE A3S£SS¥ENT INCLUDED 35 ENEMY XILLZD - -
ZY AO DIRZCTED STRIKES, ONE AUTC/ATIC WE4PO:H PCSITIC! DES-
TROYZD, OJE PRO3A3LY DESTAOYEZD, AND SIX SECO4DARY EXPLOSIONS,
: 4, (5) SIX 2-32 STRIXES YZRZ SCHEDULED I.TC THE KNE
SANH AREA. OWNZ STRIKE YAS SCHEDULED AS Aw EJERGENCY
TARSET, 2500 XETEAS FACH FAISHCLY TROOP5. ARC LIGHT DAMAGE
. ASSTSSHEHT REPORTED 13 SZCCUDARY SXPLOSICHS,
S, (3) DURING THE “EXT 24 HOURS, 2389 TACTICAL AIR SGRTIES
A1D SIX ARC LIGAT STRIKES aARS SCHEDULZID. A4 ADDITIONAL 422
"PRE-PLANJED TAC AIR SORTIES CAN BZ DIVERIED INTO THE KHE SANH ARZA
IF REIVIRII, - : . ;
- 6. (5) UNNAMPERED 3Y WEATHIR AD INEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT
. RS, AIR FORCE FIKSD YWI.i3 AND MARINZ HILICOPTERS MOVED 214
SHORT TOMS OF SUPPLIES AND 49 REPLACEENTS INTO XHE SAuH,
DURING THE SAME PERICD SIX TOdS COF AIR DZLIVERED EZQUIPMENT
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- wAS BACYLCADED, o o e
7. (5) THS WEATHER IS EXPECTED TO REMAIN THT SaME
CVER THE NEXT 24 HOURS, WITH THUNDERSEOWIR ACTIVITY REDUCING
VISIBILITY 1.} THE LATE qFT RNDOH,
. 8. (S) ALONG THZ DNZ, LIGHT ACTIVITY ¥AS REFURTED NEAR
cnup CARROLL. ELIVENTS OF THE 9TH XARINES ETAGAGED SMALL
- ENEMY UNITS I~ SPORADIC ACTION, SIX EWZ¥Y WIRS XILLED, YITH-

QUT FRIENDLY LOSS.  TOTAL CASUALTIEZS IN THE 3D MARINE DIUISI««I

ARZA FOR THI FERIOD WERE U,S. 32 WOURDED (20 ZVACUATZD); 43
ENEMY KILLED, ONE CETAINED, OUE INDIVIDU:‘-\L WIAFCY CAPTURED.
CELCLYHERE IN QUANG TRI PACOVINCZ, N0 MAJCR GRODND ACTIONS
TCO¥ PLACE, SCHME LISHT CAGSUALTIES OCCUKELD FAC¥ SPORADIC
IHCCHMING MCATAR AND ARTILLEIRY FIRE.

9. {S} T:';G ""{40\4'}:\1:: N\.u- ‘11.-13 'i".'E-'d”. I:TG ‘IHJ.. .q -Dn.f’uj

| VALLEY THIS MORWINA, THZ 29D, OWE T YO3708 GILL WOV NORT e

OWZ SCUTH OF THE RAD LAO RIVER AT YC36S1 wILL RECCHN TO NGRTH
AND EAST, AN EARLY HMORNIGS SLAR RUG 2Y 131ST avn €2 AxD
"ONE TACAIR PHOTO N1SSJI0Il COVERED SU PZRCEINT OF THE TARSZIT
ARZL. SIX aA/Za¥ SITLS WERs FOUND TO 3Z OCCYUPIE=ED,

GP=4 ' '

S50 NOTE: DcLIVEZR DURING TY FOURS
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March 24, 1968
8:55A.M. -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Khe Sanh report

1. This is report number forty-nine on the Khe Sanh/EMZZA Shau Valley
erea, for the period 23 March.

2. Enemy indirect fire at Khe Sanh was greater than originally reported
yesterday. An update report indicates that an additional 500 rounds of mixed
artillery, mortar and rocket fire fell between midnight and 6:00 A.M. on 23
March. Thus the enemy surge during the night of 22-23 March was in excess of
1100 rounds. After daylight, incoming fire slackened end fell into the pre-
vious pattern; approximately 130 rounds struck Khe Sanh during this period.
Thirty-nine Marines were wounded, seventeen required evacuation. Friendly
artillery fired 2056 rounds in 155 fire missions. No COFRAM ammunition was
expended at Khe Sanh.

3. Visibility remained good throughout the reporting period, except
during a thundershower betwesen 9:00 and 10:00 P.M. Scattered rain showers
are forcast for the afternoon of 24 March. Early morning for is predicted
for 25 March reducing ceiling to less than 1000 feet and visibility to less
than two miles.

L, Ten Arc Light strikes, with 60 aircraft, were flown in the NTAGARA
area. Four were scheduled as emergency strikes, the nearest being 1100
meters from friendly positions. Tactical air support totaled LO8 sorties
during the period. Tactical air bomb damage assessment included six enemy
killed and seven probably killed, eight secondary explosions, 13 secondary
fires, 28 road cuts and three trucks destroyed.

5. Tomorrow, nine Arc Light strikes, totaling 54 sorties, and 327
tactical air sorties are planned.

6. Resupply of the base amounted to 224 short tons of all classes.
Twenty-two passenger replacements were landed. Seventeen US Air Force air-
craft and 24 Marine Corps helicopters flew 41 resupply sorties.

T. Although there were no significant ground contacts during the period,
several attacks by fire were reported. The 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines received
26 rounds of 85mm artillery six kilometers west of Gic Linh. Four Marines were
wounded. The enemy launched 11 rounds of 122mm rocket fire against the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marines at the Rockpile, killing one Marine and wounding
seven. Near Cam Lo, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines had five men wounded by ten
rounds of incoming artillery. Three kilometers east of Camp Carroll, friendly
artillery engaged approximately enemy in the open. Twenty-seven rounds of 105
mm COFRAM were fired with good target coverage. Third Marine Division casual-
ties for the period were two Marines killed, 60 wounded with 32 evacuated.
There were fourteen confirma=d enemy casualties.




-2~

8. Aerial surveillance of the A Shau continued with one infrered, three
side-looking airborne radar and one morning photo mission flown. Eighty
percent of the target area was covered. No vehicular activity was noted
but numerous anti-aircraft positions continue to be occupied.
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i
e Tuesday, March 26, 1968
12:45 p. m.
Mr, President: g
At Khe Sanh-DMZ-A Shau:
-- 25 rounds enemy incoming; : .
-- 252 tactical support sorties :

plus 47 B-52's;
- == 150,5 tons resupply, hampered
by low ceilings and high winds;
-- heavy contact east of Quang Tri
City;

. -- weather poor,

u&nrg.f{ostow
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DECLASSIFIE )
D Tuesday, March 26, 1968, 9:15 a. m.

By_A_ﬁz_*_ NARS, Date_&-2 5 -9

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

This is report number .fifty—one on the situation in“the Kheé Sanh/
DMZ/ A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 25, 1968.

Resupply was hampered by low ceilings and high winds, which
prevented aircraft from landing. Input-consisted of ten air-drops by C-130~
aircraft-totaling 150. 5 short tons. Supplies remain at a, satisfactory level-
with 28.days-of rations and-2l or more days .of large caliber ammunition on
hand.

Low clouds and poor visibility are predicted for the remainder of
today and the morning of March 27. '

For the second day, enemy incoming fire ‘decreased as a total of
&3, rounds were received at Khe Sanh; 12 artillery, 10 mortar and three rocket.
There was no ground action in the vicinity. The incoming rounds wounded 17
Marines; 13 were evacuated.

South of the DMZ, seven kilometers southeast of Cam Lo, a third
Marine Division Reconnaissance Team observed approximately 250 North

Vietnamese Army. Artillery was employed, killing 25 of the enemy.

Early in the morning of March 25, the_lst.Air Cavalry Division

gstablished heavy contact.six kilometers east of Quang Tri City. The enemy

force was later identified by a detainee as elements of the K14 Battalion, 5th
North Vietnamese Regiment. Gunships supported and the contact was broken at
7:00 p. m. Eifty-two of the.enemy were killed. U.S. losses were 10 killed'and
26 wounded.?

Taxe-hundred forty two tactical air sorties were flown in the Niagara
area. Seven.enemy were killed. Seven secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires,
nine bunkers and one mortar position destroyed, and 20 road cuts and two ford
cuts were credited to tactical air. Tacticalair sorties-ptanned for tomorrow
total 314,
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Eight ARC LIGHT- sttikes, of 47 sorties, were scheduled. One
aircraft was diverted to a secondary target. Nine-mission§ are planned for
March 26,

One wire tap mission near Route 547 in A Shau was unsuccessful
due to heavy enemy contact. Two Reconnaissance Teams remain in the valley.
One Team called in tactical air to destroy an enemy artillery cache of
approximately 150 rounds. No unusual returns were reported from one photo and
two armed reconnaissance missions.
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e T T¥AC 4235 YIS GaLY
SuU=Je  KRE BAdl 4IPCRT (D
e (L) TUHIS IS RZIA0RT NUNoik FIFTY-FUUn ON THE
(i SANKE/DUZ/4 SHAU VALLZY AREA, FOX THE PLRICD 230900-
-2903500 Xa.lCH 1963,
2. (1) MEATHER CONDITIO IS aT KHE Sadh ZMAl IZD _ |
—GCD THROUSHOUT THE RZPORTING P“HICD. SRAIES WERZ |
GeuERALLY CLEZAK WITH OCCASIO.AL SCATIEREID LCYW, ™MIDLLE !
2D HIGH CLOUD3., TH. FORECAST FCH lha e XT 24 HOUR -
FZRIGD IS FOR CC.TINUZD 200D ¥WEATHER WITn SCATTEAZD
CLOUDTINESS, ISCLATLD THUNDEXSHOVZR.L ARZ Pn_J[CT" L.
THEE VICINITY OF \Hz SAsd THIS A:Iu\H~J¢ [SXIBILITY I8
© ZXPLCTZED TG de waSTRICTZC BY H:la 10 55 Ufﬂ i1IL.S,
3. (8) acRIeL RESUPPLY INCAZASED CVER THT LIVEL

CF THI PAST FRY DaAYS AS A T0TAL CF 217 SHORT TLNE WIis
BzLIVeR.D, FIFTEZ. AIRDIROPS WilE CCIGUCTZD., FIVZ
CH=3S AuwD 32 CH~-45 RHEZLICOPTERS DCLIUM1EE PASSTNBEAS
AND CARGO. THEZE WERE 73 REPLACEZ £8T PIRSC .iaL
- DELIVERED ;

4, (3) KHE SaAiin AZCEIVZD 1CG0 ARTILLZIRY, 30 ROCKZT,

480 35 NORTAR RCU S, 2 *JT’L CF 185 xCU o& IJ4CCMING.
CAHESE qTf‘”f‘ LILLED TWO Al iS5 200 “olU'BeD 13 (FivVs
EVACYATED), FRIZNDLY aCTICNS AT KHE Savy wILLZIC 18

ZAE Yy, THIRTZ:Zw 3Y I%CT‘CQ ALt ST3TYES,

3. (3) ALON3 THZ UZ, Ak ADDITIONAL 132 ZHEX
INCCYING ROUNDS Hial ‘EC:IUE:. ¥OST FzZLL [4 TS VICIIITY
OF C=2 3A52 NORTA OF CAF Lu wnsii TWO LARINIZ 'ZRE . , :
KILL-D A}D 1‘) “‘;I.:_JJ:‘.':D. :

6. (S) TH= 15T AlIR CAVALKY CTIVISIOJ C’XT;HUEJ 10

'PALROL WITH ONE TRCOP OF, 15T S3UA 324, STH CaVALRY

N THZ VICINITY 3F C3y LU aS .n:r&RATIUN* FGN FOITACCHI G

~v°;t&174n5 VICISITY ' GF XHe Sain PA0uiESS OGN SCazlULE,
TRE 1015T AIZBCRGE wIVIZSIO Céi 1:C CUT CECIPTIC.
ﬂ“TIUIIIiS I3 TdL VICINLITY CF _CiZ Ha,

g

Jl'

A D ¢ TR .

Te (5) 0OCR AalILLERY FIRIS 39 %ISol0NS I\ SUPPOAT
GF ?‘h bAO'II’ H(P-:O\‘-:JIJ.‘S _.’G’J“ ew;'_j.-f_-..«. T{:l“r‘( ‘ r“ GF ‘{‘
AISZSINGS WIRL G3S5ERVEU. 0 COF~ai ﬂl‘UaLTIQJ AC " -
(PR & v~ T - R ST S - i o % o~ e B Wy
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? T8, (8) a 10TSL OF 305 TaCTICAL

81 FORTIES veERd
FLOUAd IN THE LIAZARA ARIA, OF THEZSE, 158 ina FLOW
1 THE IMBERIATE VICINITY CF KHE Solie D24AZE GZLEXVAD
INCLUDED SEVed SECODARY EXPLCSICHE, EISAT 'SICLioARY
FIRZS AND ThHE DL TRUCT IO OF 365 LETERS CF T3c.Ciss,
31 QHH?VHS AND Chz TRUCK. & TOTAL 2F 283 TaCTICaL AIR
1 CORTIES ARE PLANGED FOR THx HEXT SEPORTING PIxICD.

9, (5) FIVZ ARC LIGHT £Ial¥Zs, CF 30 S8ATILS, WERE
SCHECULED. THxCr SORTIES WERE DIVIRTED IC SECCdummY
TARGETS. ONE OF THE lﬂlf_o R PORTED O3SZRVING SV
-SECONDARY ‘7?L05101 SIX MISTIONS aRE PLALLz2 FCR

29 ”q{f\:H- . N
3 10, (3) ONE RECOHIAISSANCE TEAN Fﬁﬁ 1W3ZaTED 1nIO0
THE A SHal UQLLPY cARLY TnIS MOaMIVS WITHCUT DRA«InG
FIRE. DAMASE gaSth“‘il FRC! TACT I’“L AIR STRI¥Zh
YESTERDAY IN & SHalU %WAS FOUR MACHIsE JUN 3ULKIA.
DESTROYZD, TW0D SECOHDARY EXPLCSIOWSG. Theal WiERE )
UNUSUAL RETURYS O SLAR =ISSI04S SUT 132 ECISZICHE AT B
10 LOCATIONS WERE SETECTED.O& IR FLZW4 ALOWG RTz 547, -
gP=4

A
o

S50 R0T£e DELIVER DURING DUTY HOUxS
500
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ority (z
By NARS, Date_$=25227 b

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh Report

This is report fifty-five on the Khe Sanh/DMZ/A Shau Valley area, for the 24-
hour period 29 March 1968.

Weather-at-Khe-Saiilt was ;generally good vesterday with visibility toisevéimiles.
However, at noon yesterday, fog quickly formed and obscured the sky and reduced
visibility to less than one mile. These conditions prevailed during the moming el
but the fog was expected to lift by 10:00 a. m. Good sky conditions are expected thq e
rest of the day. Heavy fog is again predicted by noon tomorrow to persust until &
8:00 p.m :

A total of 223 shorttons of sdpplies and 100 passenger replacements were delivered
to the Khe Sanh combat area during the reporting period. Eleven C-130 and three
C-123 aircraft conducted airdrops. Forty-five Marine helicopters landed with

cargo and passengers., A total of 10,5 tons of air delivery equipment was back-
loaded.

Supplies-remain ata satisfactory - levelith 28 days of rations and 23 or more days
of large caliber ammunitions on hand.

et e e

25 mortar and six rocket 'I‘hese attacks “:Q‘.};ldﬁ.dixke-,{three evacuated) Ground
action occurred when Company D, First Battalion, 9th Marines observed a new
enemy trench outside their perimeter. Approximately eight enemy were engaged
with small arms and 3.5 inch rockets. The enemy responded with heavy mortar
fire. Four enemy were killed and one Marine was wounded.

Along the DMZ, sporadic shelling of friendly bases and installations continued as
a total of 63 incoming rounds were received. The only casualties reported were
at C3 base north of Cam Lo where five Marines were wounded (two evacuated).
Total U. S. casualties were 15 wounded (seven evacuated) and 18 enemy killed (11
by air), one individual and two crew-served weapons captured.

Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was light with no significant action
reported. The First Air Cavalry Division continued reconnaissance near Ca Lu
and to the west along Route 9 in preparation for upcoming operations. In a
deception maneuver, one Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion, one USMC
Battalion and one Cav Squadron (reinforced) initiated limited attacks northwest of

Dong Ha at 5:00 p. m. last night. Five naval gunfire ships (one cruiser and four
destroyers) will support this deception effort.

—SEGCRET




Artillery fire for Khe Sanh consisted of 82 missions experlclir:.g_ei'_'__j,:r
Twenty-one missions were observed. No cofram ammunition was fired.

A total of'? IS tagkicalafNBEie maWWﬁfﬁgﬂ‘mm Seven road
cuts, 18 seco:‘fdary fires, damage to two military structures and two trucks and
destruction of four military structures and three trucks was observed. Tactical
air sorties planned for tomorrow total 255,

There were six arc light strikes {34 sogitéa¥gpheduled into the Niagara area. One
sortie was diverted to a secondary target. One strike observed five secondary
explosions. There were 18 additional secondary explosions reported for the previous

period, 8:00 p.m. 27 March to 8:00 p.m. 28 March. Eight missions are scheduled
for Niagara for 30 March.

A Shau Valley side-looking air radar and photo missions reported no unusual
returns. One reconnaissance team remains in the valley.
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; MAC 4333 =¥=5—ONTY
SUBJ: KHE SANH REPORT (D
1. LHY THIS IS REPORT NU¥BER FIFTY-FIVE ON THE
il SANH/DNZ/A SHAU VALLEY AREA, FOR THEAPERIOD 299588 229
306550 MARCH 19463, Y s
2. (W WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS GENERALLY GOOD
YESTERDAY WITH VISIBILITY TO SEVEN MILES. HOWEZVER, AT
SMOI00FHES MORNING, FOG QUICKLY FORMED AND OBSCURED THE
INSXY AND REDUCED uxs;s ILITY TO LESS THAN ONE MILE, THESE
Q’T CONDIT IONS PR:;U{%ILEU “HORNING BUT THE FOG WAS EXPECTED
ngO LIFT BY '‘FrOoo-HoHRS. GOOD SKY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED ;
THE REST OF THE DAY. HEAVY FOG IS AGAIN PREDICTED 3Y 8160 ™~~~
HOURS TOMORROW TO PERSIST UNTIL €500, Lt P
3., (8) A TOTAL OF 223 SHORT TONS OF SUPPLIES aND 100 Condest T
PASSENGER REPLACEMENTS WERE DELIVERED TO #SCB DURING Fix Soh
THE REPORTING PZRIOD. ELEVEN C-130 AND THREE C-123 AIR-
CRAFT CONDUCTED AIRDROPS. FORTY-FIVE MARINE HELICGPTERS
LANDED WITH CARGO AND PASSENGERS. A TOTAL OF 10.5 TONS
OF AIR DELIVERY EQUIPHENT WAS BACKLOADED.
4, (87 SUPPLIES REMAIN AT A SATISFACTORY LEVEL
WITH 28 DAYS OF RATIONS AND 23 OR MORE DAYS OF LARGE CALIBER
AMMUNITIONS ON HAND. ‘
- 5. €5 A TOTAL OF 56 ROUNDS OF ENEMY INDIRECT FIRE
WAS RECEIVED AT KHE SaANH; 25 ARTILLERY, 25 MORTAR AND
SIX ROCKET. THESE ATTACKS WOUNDED FIVE (THREE EVACUATED),
GROUND ACTION OCCURRED WHEN COMPANY D, 1ST SAaTTALION,
9TH MARINES OBSERVED A NEW ENEMY TRENCH OUTSIDE THTIR
PRRIMETER, APPROXIMATELY EIGHT %4 WERZ ENGAGED WITH &rémy
4LL ARMS AND 3.5 INCH ROCXETS. THE ENEMY RESPONDZD
WiTH HEAVY MORTAR FIRE. FOUR ##& WERE KILLED AND ONE
MARINE ‘WAS WOUWDED, ety
.. 6. (SY ALONG THE D1iZ, SPORADIC SHELLING OF FRIENDLY
BASES aND INSTALLATIONS CONTINUED AS A TOTAL OF 63 INCOMING
'ROUNDS WERE RECEIVED. THE ONLY CASHALTIES REPORTREN WFRF i .



- 3 BASE NORTH OF CaM LO WHERE FIVE MARINES WERE
.JUNDED (TWO EVACUATED). TOTAL U. S. CASUALTIES WERE 15 WIA
(SEVEN EVACUATED) AND 18 ENEMY XIA (11 BY AIR), ONE INDIVIDUAL
AND ONE CREW SERVED WEAPON CAPTURED.
7. ¢ ELSEVHERE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE, CONTACT
WAS LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT ACTION REPORTED. THE 1ST
AIR CAVALRY DIVISION CONTINUED RECONNAISSANCE NEAR CA
LU AND TC THE WEST ALONG ROUTE 9 IN PREPARATION FOR
UPCOMING OPERATIONS. IN A DECEPTION MANEUVER, ONE ARVHN
BATTALION, ONE USHC BATTALION AND ONE CAV SQUADRON
(RE INFORCED) INITIATED LINITED ATTACKS NORTHWEST O
DONG HA AT B&00 HOURS ERIS-MORNING. FIVE NAVAL GUNFIRE L7P3T KiGRT
SHIPS (ONE CRUISER AND FOUR DESTROYERS) WILL SUPPORT THIS
DECEPTION EFFORT.
8. (S ARTILLERY FIRE SUPPORT FOR KHE SANH CONSISTED
OF 82 MISSIONS EXPENDING 1,626 ROUNDS. TWENTY-ONE MISSIONS
WERE. OBSERVED. NO COFRAM AMNMUNITION WAS FIRED,
9. (87 A TOTAL OF 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE
FLOYN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. SEVEN ROAD CUTS, 18 SECONDARY
FIRES, DAMAGE TO TWO MILITARY STRUCTURES AND TWO TRUCKS
AND DESTRUCTION OF FOUR MILITARY STRUCTURES AND THREE
TRUCKS YaS OBSERVED, TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PLANWED FOR
TOMORROY TOTAL 255.
10, ¢ THERE WERE SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES)
SCHEDULED INTO THE NIAGARA AREA. ONE SORTIE WAS DIVERTED
=4 5 SECONDARY TARGET. ONE STRIKE OBSERVED FIVE SECONDARY q
."LOSIONS. THERE VERE 18 ADDITIONAL SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS _ . ., T ffeocfm
REPORTED FOR THE PREVIOUS PERIOD 280906-T0—2909500, EIGHT & ¢ fA 2750
MISSIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR NIAGARA FOR 30 MARCH.
11. 459 A SHAU VALLEY SLAR, AND PHOTO MISSIONS REPORTED
" N0 UNUSUAL RETURNS. ONE RECON\TEAM REMAINS IN THE VALLEY.

GR=4— ' N
SS0-NOTES DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS
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THE WHITE HOUSE

. " 7 - WASHINGTON /Q)

Saturday, Margh 30, 1968
l@_‘_‘

.' Mr. President: \2

. ¥ " At Khe Sanh-DMZ- A Shau:

-- 56 rounds enemy incoming;

-- 1,626 rounds friendly;

-- 223 tons resupply; supplies
remain satisfactory level;

-- 315 tactical sorties, plus
36 B-52's;

-- weather generally good.

You should know Bus Wheeler was
a bit annoyed with CIA this morning for

calling enemy shelling (56 rouhds) heavy,

- | / ng
s W.J’z\’g."" ostow
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