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MEMORANDUM .FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Telephone Conversation with General Westmoreland· 
and General Abrams 

1. General Westmoreland's daily cable reports on activity 
at Khe Sanh and in the DMZ area. Following heavy artillery, 
mortar and rocket fire at Khe Sanh on the afternoon and evening 
of 23 February, reports for 24 February indicate only light and 
sporadic fire at Khe Sanh. 

2. Vietnamese forces have captured the Palace inside the 
Citadel and the VC flag that was flying over the Palace is now 
in the First ARVN Division Command Post. Friendly forces hold 
all of Hue ~xcept a quarter circle 500 meters in radius at the 
southwest corner of the Citadel wall. General Westmoreland 
commented that it appeared that enemy resistance was crumbling. 
President Thieu plans to visit Hue on 25 February, although 
General Westmoreland indicated that the weather forecast is such 
that President Thieu may not be· able to land. General Abrams 
reports a number of gallant actions by the First ARVN Division 
starting with att~ck on Citadel west wall at 0200 hours on 

-24 February and culminating in seizure.of the Palace after 
daylight. The responsible company commander was promoted to 
Captain on the spot b~ the Vietnamese Division Commander. The 
remaining enemy-held area is tightly encircled. Enemy withdrawal 
is expected. -

3. There was little activity in the II Corps Area. 

4. In III Corps Area the major activity was the rocket 
attack on Tan Son Nhut and the area around Tan Son Nhut. One 
round landed.not far from the house where General Wheeler was 
spending the night. General Wheeler and General Westmoreland are 
spending the night of 24-25 February in General Westmoreland's 
Headquarters. 

s.· In IV Corps Area 19 separate operations throughout the 
Corps Area resulted in 109 enemy killed at a cost of _30 Vietnamese 
killed. Two battalions of the U.S. Riverine Force swept an 
island iri the river immediately north of Can Tho and Binh Tuy 
airfield and picked up a number of Viet Cong suspects. This 
island has been a source of fire against river patrol craft 
and has constituted a long-time nuisance. Highway 4 was open 

_from Saigon to Bae Lieu on 24 February. 
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6. I questioned General Westmoreland concerning intelli-
gence reports that indicate an early attack on Da Nang. 
General Westmoreland indicated that he and General Wheeler 
visited Da Nang on 24 February and that the threat of ground 
attack on Da Nang does not appear to be significant. I also 
questioned him about the movement of substantial enemy forces 
from the north into the Saigon area. He believes that the three 
divisions reported in the area have suffered substantial casualties 
in earlier contacts and that the forces guarding Saigon can handle 
the situation. General Westmoreland has the capability to reinforce 
Saigon promptly. 

7. Following the visit to Da Nang, General Wheeler and 
General Westmoreland met with President Thieu, Vice President Ky 
and General Vien. Topics discussed were not reviewed by 
General Westmoreland, but he indicated a wide-ranging, useful 
and realistic exchange of views. 

8. General Westmoreland is endeavoring to divert some B-52 
strikes into ~he A Shau Valley where he reports that 30 ground 
targets exist that constitute what he considers to be an alternate 
logistics complex built up to support the attack on Hue. Diver­
sions of B-52 strikes will not be at the expense of a continued 

·pounding around Khe Sanh. In addition, intelligence teams will 
be inserted in and near A Shau Valley as weather permits; 
unfavorable weather has prevented attempts made during this past

• week. 
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ACTING CHAIRMAN 
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FEBRUARY 24, 1968 

TODAY'S KHE SANH REPORT: 

1500 ROUNDS OF MORTAR AND ARTILLERY FIRE; 

SMALL PROB ING GROUND CONTACTS; 

165 TONS DELIVERED; 

BAD WEATHER CONT INU~S; 

NEVERTHELESS, CONSIDERABLE AIR SUPPORT AND SOME 
SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS. 

ADDITIONAL LATE ITEM: INTELLIGENCE IND !CATES THE ENEMY'S 
MAJOR ARTILLERY REGIMENT HAS MOVED UP QOSE TO THE BASE NEAR 
KHE SANH TOWN. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

• THIS 1s· REPORT NUMBER TWENTY ON THE SITUATION IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ 
AREA AND COVERS THE 24-HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 23, 1968. 

FRIENDLY ELEMENTS BORDERHJG IN THE DMZ EXPERIENCED AN ACCELERATED 
ENEMY THRUST YESTERDAY AS ENEMY FIR ING WAS IN EXCESS OF 1500 ROUNDS OF 
MIXED MORTAR AND ARTILLERY, EARMARKED FOR FRIENDLY HELD INsrALLAT!ONS. 
KHE SANH COMBAT BASE, THE PREFERRED ENEMY TARGET, BORE OVER 85 PERCENT 
OF THESE ENEMY EXPLOSIVES AS 1000 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY, AND 300 ROUNDS OF 
MORTAR IMPACTED IN THE VICINITY. CA SUALT IE S WERE: 10 KIL LED IN ACT ION, 
51 WOUNDED IN ACT ION (21 EVACUATED). INCIDENT TO THE BOMBARD~1ENTWAS A 
FIRE IN AN AMMUNITION SUPPLY DUMP, AS 1000 HIGH EXPLOSIVE ROUNDS, 
12 0 CANISTER ROUNDS BOTH 9 OMM AND 5 00 BEEHIVE ROUNDS 106MM WERE 

·DESTROYED. RESUPPLY IS SCHEDULED FOR TOriORROW. COUNTER BATTERY 
WAS FIRED ON SUSPECTED ENEMY FIRING POSITIONS RESULTING 
IN ONE LARGE SECONDARY EXPLOSION. 

FEW AREAS WENT UNTOUCHED IN NORTHERN QUA NG TR I PROV INCE 
DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD. CAMP CARROLL RECEIVED 23 ROUNDS 
OF NORTAR; 26 ARTILLERY ROUNDS IMPACTED AT DONG HA. FOUR 
MARINES REQUIRED EVACUATION AT CAMP CARROLL; TWO t1AR INES 
WERE SLIGHTLY ~OUNDED AT DONG HA. AT CON _THIEN, FOUR AFTERNOON END1Y 
BARRAGES BROUGHT 65 ROUNDS OF HEAVY ARTILLERY ATOP POSITIONS 
HELD BY THE MARINES. AN ARTILLERY Bm•lBARDMENT FELL IN THE SALINE 

-· - -- - - ---...- -- -. ......"""...~ ~ ,.. 



I AREA AS °ELEMENTS FROM THE 1 ST MAR INES CUUNTr.;JJ Cl t(UUNLJ;:,, 
( > WHICH. INFLICTED MINOR WOUNDS ON ONE MARINE. FINALLY, ENEMY 

ATTENTION CONTINUED TO FOCUS AT CUA VIET AS THE lSf AMTRAC 
RECEIVED 18 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY. 
. IN GROUND ACT ION YESTERDAY, AN ARVN RANGER BATALLI0N MADE 
CONTACT WITH AN ESTIMATED ENEM.Y BATTALLI0N AT -KHE SANH, 
200-400 METERS FROM THE PERIMETER. FRIENDLY ARTILLERY WAS 
FIRED IN SUPPORT. CASUALTIES ARE UNREPORTED. ALSO, IN A SMALL 
CONTACT AGAINST A SNALL ENEMY FORCE, A MARINE COMPANY 
SUCCEEDED IN KILL ING 7 NVA, WHILE SU STA IN ING ONE FRIENDLY 
FATALITY. 

THIRTY ROUNDS OF 105MM C0FRAM ORDNANCE WE.RE Et(PL0YED 
IN ONE MISSION IN SUPPORT OF THE ARVN RANGER BATALLI0N 
IN THE VICINITY OF THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE ON A SUSPECTED 
NVA BATALLION, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. 

A TOTAL 351 TACT !CAL SORT !ES WERE FLOWN DURING THE PERIOD 
IN SUPPORT OF KHE .SANH. MAR !NE A IR CRAFT FLEW 68 SORT !ES. 
BOMB.DAMAGE ASSESSMENT INCLUDED THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, 
TWO SEC0N!:>ARY FIRES,. AND SIX BUNKERS DESTROYED. THE AIR FORCE 
Fl.EW 199 SORTIES A~TI THE NAVY FLEW 84 SORTIES. WEATHER AGAIN 
NECESSITATED THE MAJORITY OF MISSIONS BEING COMBAT SKY 
SPOT. BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT FROM VISUAL STRIKES INCLUDED 
SIX SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS, 'SEVEN SECONDARY FIRES, NINE ROAD 
CUTS, TWO ROCKET POSITIONS DESTROYED, AND FIVE TRUCKS AND 
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED. THERE WERE 14 B-52 STRIKES (45 SORTIES) 
FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED TO 
165 SHORT TONS. MED !CAL SUPPL !ES AMOUNTED TO ONE SHORT TON. 
IN ADDITION 17 REPLACEMENT PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT THE 
THE AIR FIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALED 15 ON 23 FEB. 
TEN Cl30 AIRCRAFT C0MA...ETED 10 AIRDROPS. THREE Cl23 AIRCRAFT 
LANDED AT THE AIRFIELD AS DID 2 MARINE HELICOPTERS. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD 288 TACTICAL AI~ SORTIES WILL BE FLOWN 
IN SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES 
(4.2 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 
• THR0U3HOUT THE PERIOD, THE WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS POOR, 

WITH LOW STRATUS CLOUDS REDUCING THE CEILING TO 100 TO 1000 
FOOT BROKEN AND DENSE GROUND FOG LOWERING SURFACE VISIBILITY 
TO 1/16 TO 5 MILES. • . 

THE FORECAST FOR TODAY IS FOR CLOUD CEILINGS AND SURFACE 
VISIBILITIES NEAR ZERO EXCEPT FROM 1000 AM TO 6:00 PM WHEN 
THE CEILING WILL RAISE TO 500 FOOT BROKEN AND THE VISIBILITY 
TO 1 MILE IN GROUND FOO AND DRIZZLE • 

• DTG 2414102 FEB 68 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Rece:.. ,;Cf Washington 
11:17 .AoM. EST Saturday 24 Feb 

Received LBJ Ranch ComnCen 
11:22 A.M. CST Saturday 

FEBRUARY24, 1968 

HEREWITHGEN. JOHNSO~'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 
WITH WESTY AND ~BRAMS. - _""" ___·-

IN THE PAST TWENTY-FOUR INCREASEDHOUFS A TONE OF SOMEWH~T 
CONFIDENCEIS EMERGI~GFROM OUR MILIT~RY IN SAIGON-- AS IF THE 
SCALE AND LI~ITS OF THE TASK AHEAD H~D BECOME ~ORF ~EASURABLE 
AND'MANAGEABLE. OBSCURITY THE COUNTRY­BUT MUCH STILL BECLOUDS 
SIDE ~HERE MOST OF THE PEOPLE ARE. 

1~ GFNERALWESTMORELAND'SDAILY CA9LF REPORTS or ACTIVITY AT 
T<'rfESANH AND IN THE DMZ AREA. FOLLO\iTING HEAVY ARTILLERY, ~ORTAP 
AND ROC¥ET FIPE AT KHE SANH ON T~E AFTERNOONAND EVENING OF 23 
FEBRUARY,REPORTS FOR. 24 FEBRUARYINDICATE ONLY LIGHT AND 
SPORADIC FIRE AT KHE SANH. 

2. VIETNAMESEFORCES HAVE C~PTURED THE PALACE INSIDE THE 
•.CITADEL AND Tl-IE \JC FLM~ THAT WAS FL YING OVER TH'E P~LACE !S NOW 

IN THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION COMMAND POST. FRIENDLY FORCES MOLD 
ALL OF HUE EXCEPT A QUARTER CIRCLE 500 METfRS IN RADIUS AT 
THE SOTJTH~,,~STCORNEROF THE CITADEL WALL. ~E~.JERAL t,.rESTMOREL~ND 
COMMENTEDTij~T IT APPEAREDTH~T ENE~Y RESISTANCE WAS CRU~ELING. 
PRESIDENTTHIEU PL ANS Tb VISIT H!JE ON 25 FEBRUARY,ALTHOUGH 
GENER~Lij[STMOREL~NDINDICATEDTHAT THE WEATHER FORECASTIS 
sue~ THAT PRESIDENT T~IEU MAY NOT 9E ABLE TO LAND. GF~ERAL 
ABRAMSREPORTS A NUMBER OF GALLANT ACTIONS BY THE fIRST AR\JN 
DIVISIO~ STARTINGWITH ATTACK ON CITADEL WEST WALL AT 0200 HO~RS 
ON 24 FEBRUARYAND Ct~MINATING I~ SEIZURE OF T~E ?~LACE AFTER 
DAYLIGHT.TU~ COMPANY WAS PRO~OTED TORESPONSIBLE CO~MANDER 
CAPTAIN ON THE SPOT gy THE VIETNAMESE DIVISION co~~ANDER. T~~ 
RE~AINI~G ENE~Y-~ELD AREA IS TIGHTLY ENCIRCLED. ENE~Y WITH­
DRAWALIS EXPECTED. 
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·4. IN III CORPS ~~EA THE ~AJOR ACTIVITY WAS TijE ROCKET 
ATTACKON TAN SON NHUT AND THE AREA AROU~D TAN SON rHUT. ONE 
ROUNDLANDEDNOT FAR FROM THE HOUSE W~ERE GENERAL WHEELERWAS 
SPENDINGTHE NIGHT. rENERAL WHEELER AREAND GENER~L WESTMORELAND 
SPENDINGTHE NIGHT OF 24-25 FEBRUARYIN GENERALWEST~ORELAND·s 
HEADQUARTERS. 

5. IN IV CORPSARE~, 19 OPERAT THESEPARATE IO~~S THP.OUG'iOUT 
CORPS AREA RESULTED I~ 109 ENEMYKILLED AT A COST OF 30 VIETNAMESE 
KILLFD. TWO BATTALIONS OF THE U.S. RIVERINE FORCE SWEPT AN 
ISLA~1D IN THE RIVER Hi1MEDIATELY OF CAN THO AND B!~ll-{NORTH" 
TUY AIRFIELD AND PICKED UP A NUMBER OF VIET CONG SUSPECTS. THIS 
ISLAND H~S 9EEN A SOURCE OF FIRE A~AINST PIVER PATROL CRAFT ~ND 
HAS CONSTITUTED A LONG-TIME NUISANCE. HIGHWAY 4 WAS OPEN FRO~ 
SAIGON TO PAC LIEU ON 24 FEBRUARY. 

6. I 0UESTIONEDGENERAL~ESTMORELANDCONCERNIN~!NTELLIG~NCE 
REPORTS THAT INDICATE AN EARLY ATTACK ON DA NANG. GE~ERAL 
WESTMORELANDINDICATEDTHATHE AND GENER~L WHEELER VISITED D~ 
NANG ON 24 FE9RUARYAND THAT THE THREAT OF GROUND ATT~CK ON 
DA NANG DOES NOT APPE~R TO BE SIGNIFICANT. I ALSO ~•JESTIONED 
HI~ ABOUTTHE MOVEMENT ENEMYOF SUBSTANTIAL FORCES FRO~ THE 
NORTHINTO THE S~IGON AREA. HE BELIEVES THAT TYE THREE DIVISIONS 
REPORTEDIN THE AREAHAVE SUFFEREDSUBSTANTIAL CASIJ~,LTIESIN 
EARLIER CONTACTS AND THAT THE FORCES GU~.RDING SAIGO~-J CAt--1HANDLE 
THE SITUATION. GENERAL WESTMORELANDHAS THE CAPA9ILITY TO 
REINFORCESAIGON PROMPTLY. 

7. FOLLOWINGTHE VISIT "TO DA NANG, GENERAL WijEELERAND 
GENERALWESTMORELANDMET WITl-{ PRESIDENT T~!EIJ, VICE PRESIDEMT 
KY AND GENEP'1LVIEN. TOPICS DISCUSSED •~ERE NOT REVIEWED BY 
GENER~LMESTMORELAND, USEFBJJT HE INDICATED A WIDE-RANGING, 1JL 
AND REALISTIC EXCHA~GE OF VIEWS. 

8. GENERALMEST~ORELAND IS ENDF~VORI~GTO DIVERT SO~E E-52 
STRIKES INTO THE A SHAU V~LLEY WHE?.E HE REPORTS THAT 30 
GROUNDTA~GETS EXIST THAT CONSTITUTE WHATHE CONSIDERS TO EE ~N 
ALTERNATELOGISTICS COMPLEX BUILT UP TO SUPPORT THE ATTAC}( OM 
HUE. DIVERSIONS OF 9-52 STRIKES WILL NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A 
CONTINUESPOUNDINGAROUNDKHE SAN~. IN ADDITION, I~TELLIGENCE 
TEA~S WILL BE INS~RTED IN AND NEAR A SHAU VALLtY AS WEATHER 
PERMITS: U~FAVOR~9LE WEATHERHAS PREVENTED ATTEMPS~ADE DURING 
TlUS PAST WEEK. • 

DTG: 2416112 FEB 63 
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FROMWALT ROSTOW 
TO THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIED ✓-
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Authority e er JAN3 1979 
__.SE CR E I By rd--,# , NARS 

1 
Date t-;;JS-?7 

MR. ROSTOW WILL BE IN LATER THIS MORNING ANDWILLHAVE 
A COMMENT ON THIS REPORT FOR YOU. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERALWESTMORELAND. 

THIS IS@E.fORT NUMBER TWENTY-0,_~E}o~_:_THESITUATION 
IN THEKHE SANlVI»iZAREAAND--COVERS PERIODTHE24-H0UR 
FEBRUARY 1968.24, 

ENEMYACTION SLACKENED IN NORTHERN CONSIDERABLY 
QUANGTRI PROVINCE AS COMPARED YESTERDAY TO THE PREVIOUS 
DAY'S ACTIVITIES. ENEMY SHELLINGDECREASEDGREATLY.THE 
KHE SANH COMBATBASE WAS AGAIN THE PRIMARY TARGETOF THE 
ENEMYSHELLINGAS THE FRIENDLY FORCESRECEIVEDOVER HALF 
OF THE 532 ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR ROUNDS 
DIRECTEDAGAINSTOUR AREAS YESTERDAY. FRIENDLYCASUALTIES 
At KHESANH AS THE RESULT OF THE ENEMYSHELLINGAMOUNTED 
TO SEVEN ~ILLED AND 20 WOUNDED,WITH11 WOUNDEDEVACUATED. 

ENEMYEFFORTS RELAXED IN THE LANCASTERAREA AS ONLY ONE 
MORTARROUND IMPACTEDAT CAMP CARROLL.FOUR ROUNDS OF 
MORTARFELL AT DONG HA WITH FOUR ADDITIONAL ROUNDS 
FALLINGAT c-2. FIVE MARINES EVACUATIONREQUIRED AT c-2. 
ENEMYSHELLING·INTENSIFIED AT CON THIEN, HOWEVER, AS 
THAT BASE RECEIVED 237 AFTERNOON OF MORTAR EARLY ROUNDS 
AND ARTILLERY, RESULTINGIN TWO MARINES KILLED, AND FIVE 
WOUNDED AT CUA VIET, THE 1ST AMTRAC AND EVACUATED. 
BATTALIONRECEIVED18 ROUNDS OF lOOMM ARTILLERYIN THE 
AFTERNOON,WITHTHREE MARINES REQUIRINGEVACUATION. 
OTHERTHAN SHELLING, ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA CONSISTED OF 

• THREE SPORADICCONTACTSINVOLVINGTHE30 BATTALION, 
3D MARINES AND THE 1ST BATTALION, 4TH MARINES IN OPERATION 
KENTUCKY.THEY ENGAGED AND KILLED 11 NVA WHILE SUSTAINING 
.NO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES.IN AN OBSERVED FIRE MISSION 
YESTERDAY,FIVE NVAWEREKILLEDIN THE OPEN ABOUT SEVEN 
KILOMETERSSOUTHEASTOF CAMP CARROLL.AT CUA VIET A 
NAVYCONVOYWITH THREE UTILITY LANDING CRAFTS, ONE MECHANIZED 
LANDINGCRAFT, AND PATROL CRAFT, RECEIVED ANTI-TANKROCKET, 
AUTOMATIC FIRE AND MORTAR IN TWO WEAPONS FIRE, RESULTING 
USN WOUNDEDAND EVACUATED. 

mailto:IS@E.fORT


THERE WERE FIVE ROUNDS OF COFRAM TYPE ORDNANCE 
FIRED DURING THIS PERIOD, MIXED WITH HIGH EXPLOSIVES, ON TROOPS 
IN THE OPEN, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS DUE TO OBSERVER-TO­
TARGETRANGE. 

A TOTAL 294 TACTICALAIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING 
THE PERIOD IN SUPPORTOF KHE SANH. MARINE AIRCRAFTFLEW 

• 92 SORTIES, \IIITH BOMB DAMAGEINCLUDINGTHREE SECONDARY 
EXPLOSIONS,FOUR SECONDARY FIRES, AND TWO BUNKERS 
DESTROYED.THE AIR FORCE FLEW 162 SORTIES, THE NAVY FLEW 
40, WITH106 SORTIES ON COMBAT SKY.SPOT. VISUAL BOMB 
DAMAGEINCLUDED EXPLOSIONS, SEVEN TWO SECONDARY 
SECONDARY DESTROYED,FIRES, FIVE MILITARY STRUCTURES 
AND 30 MILITARY STRUCTURES DAMAGED.SEVEN B-52 
5fRIKES (36 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AERIAL RESUPPLY TO KHE SANH FOR THE PERIOD AMOUNTED 
TO 152 SHORT TONS. SIXTY-NINE PASSENGERS WERE LANDED AT ,
THE AIRFIELD. RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 24 ON 24 FEBRUARY. 
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFTCOMPLETEDNINE AIR-DROPS. FIVE C-123 
AIRCRAFTLANDEDAT THE AIRFIELD AS DID TEN MARINE HELICOPTERS. 

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS288 TACTICALAIR SORTIES WILLBE 
FLOWNIN SUPPORTOF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE SEVEN ARC LIGHT 
STRIKES (39 SORTIES> FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

WEATHERAT KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD REMAINED 
ABOUTTHE SAME. CLOUDS REDUCEDTHE CEILING TO LESS THAN 
600 FEET-AND DENSE FOG LO~ERED THE SURFACE VISIBILITY 
TO LESS THAN THREE MILES. FROM 11:00AM - 5:00PM THERE WAS 
SOME IMPROVEMENT AS THE CEILING LIFTED TO 1700 FEET AND 
THE VISIBILITY TO SEVEN MILES. THE FORECAST FOR 25 - 26 
FEBRUARYDOES NOT INDICATE ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE. 

I AM VERY PLEASED TO REPORT THAT HUE CITADEL WAS 
CLEAREDOF ENEMY AND SECURED AT 7:30AM. I HAVE JUST SENT 
MYCONGRATULATIONS •TO GEN TRUONG. 

DTG 25/1335Z FEB 67 
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-l O P S E C ft E T 
FEBRUARY 25, 1968 

HEREWITH GEN. JOHNSON'S REPORT OF TELEPHONE CONVERSAT ION WITH 
GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

1. GENERAL WESTMORELAND INDICATED THAT HIS DAILY CABLE 
AND OPERATIONS REPORTS COVERED THE SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
COMPREHENSIVELY. HE ADDED THE FOLLOWING COM~ENTS AS OF THE 
TIME OF MY CONVERSATION WITH HIM. 

THE: RECOVERY OF HUE ~'AS A SIGNIFICANT MORALE BOOSTER TO 
THE VIETNAMESE IN THE AREA. PRESIDENT THIEU VISITED HUE 
AND EXTENDED HIS CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FORCES THERE. 
THE VIETNAMESE INTEND TO RETA IN THREE VIETNAMESE ~iARINE 
BATTALIONS IN AND AROUND THE CITY. THE 3D ARVN REGIMENT 
0 F THE FIR ST ARV N D IV IS IO~ W ILL R ET UR N TO IT S O PER AT ION AL 
AREA NORTHWEST OF THE CITY WHERE IT WILL RECEIVE 
REPLACEMENTS A~'m HAVE IT s· COMBAT CAPAB IL !TY RESTORED. 

2. DURINGTHE DAY SOME ENEMY 130M~ARTILLERY SHELLS 
LANDED AT DONG HA. IN THE RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE sourHEAsr OF 
SAIGON ONE TUG AND ONE MERCHANT SHIP WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY 
WHAT ARE PRESUMED TO BE RECOILLESS RIFLES AND POSSIBLY RPG-2 
AND RPG-7 ROCKETS. ALL DAMAGE WAS ABOVE THE WATER LINE AND 
THE TUG AND THE SHIP PROCEEDED TO SAIGON UNDER THE IR OWN PO\vER. 

3. THE PATTERN OF ENENY ACT IONS INDICATES AN ENEMY EFFORT 
TO ISOLATE AtJD STRANGLE MAJOR POPULATION CENTERS WITH A 
SPECIAL EFFORT DIRECTED TOWARD SAIGON • 

• 4. THE GENERAL TEMPO OF ACTIVITY THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAM 
APPEARS TO BE SLC'J.'ING DO\-~'N SO~EWHAT. THE ENENY IS HARDER TO 
_FIND AND HE APPEARS TO BE BREAKING DOWN INTO St~ALLER UNITS. 

5. GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONTINUES TO BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
DETAIL CONTAINED IN NEWS STORIES FILED FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. HE 
EXPECTS TO HAVE A REVIEW OF HIS PROCEDURES COMPLETED BY Th'E 

.EVENING OF 26 FEBRUARY AND IS PREPARED.TO WITHDRAW T~ CREDENTIALS 
OF CERTAIN REPORT£RS IF GROUND RULES HAVE, IN FACT, BEEN VIOLATED 
BY THEM. • 

, r.rF z,,UJ{tf ::: 
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• t). TiiE STA YING POWER OF THE ARVN CONTINUES TO SE UNDER 
INTENSIVE STUDY. VIET NAME SE UNITS HAVE NOW BEEN ENGAGED ACTIVELY 
1..-0R ABOUT 26 DAYS. THEY HAVE SUFFERED t•iORE THAN A NORMAL NUMBER 
OF CASUALTIES. SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES HAVE TAKEN 
THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 

A. SEPARATIONS (DISCHARGES) FROM THE MILITARY FORCES 
HAVE BEEN DISCONTINUED FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PERFORMED 
LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE. 

B. IND IV !DUALS WHO HAVE BEEN SEPARATED IN THE PA Sf 
WITH LESS THAN 5 YEARS OF ACT IVE SERVICE ARE BEING RECALLED TO 
ACTIVE SERVICE. GENERAL WESfMORELAND DOE·s NOT BELIEVE ANY SUB­
STANTIAL NUMBER HAVE YET RETURNED TO DUTY BECAUSE THIS PROGRAM 
HAS JUST BEEN STARTED. 

C. INDIVIDUALS CHARGED WITH MILITARY OFFENSES AND 
SERVING IN LABOR UNITS OR CONFINED IN MILITARY CONFINEMENT FACILI­
TIES HAVE BEEN GRANTED AMNESTY AND ARE BEING RETURNED TO THEIR 
MILITARY UNITS. 

D. SOME INDIVIDUALS ARE IN TRAINING TO MEET REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE EXPANDED VIETNAMESE MILITARY STRUCTURE. GENERAL 
WESTMORELANDDID NOT KNOW WHETHER THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL BE 
DIVERTED TO REPLACE THE HIGHER THAN EXPECTED CASUALTIES IN THE 
EXIST ING MIL IT ARY STRUCTURE. <MY COMMENT: DIVERSION TO RE PLACE 
CASUALTIES WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF FORM ING THE ADDITIONAL ARVN 
MILITARY UNIT s.) 

7. GENERAL WESTMORELAND RECEIVED A tETTER DAY BEFORE 
YESTERDAY FROM GENERAL VIEN' CHIEF OF THE sourH VIETNAMESE JO INT 
GENERAL STAFF, POINT ING OUT THE UNFAVORABLE IMPACT ON VIETNAMESE 
.MORALE OF THE LARGE NU~BER OF MODERN WEAPONS IN THE HANDS OF 
ENEMY UNITS, INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL GUERRILLAS. GENERAL WESTMORELAND 
INDICATED THE VIETNAMESE HAVE, NO CONFIDENCE IN THE CARBINE AND 
DESCRIBED IT AS A "POP GUN." 

8. GENERAL WHEELER DEPARTED SAIGON AT APPROXIMATELY 4 P.M., 
SUNDAY, SAIGON TIME FOR BANGKOK. 

DTG: 25 15 32Z FEB 68 
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HEREWITHWESTYREPORTS HIS NEW DISPOSITIONS: 

TO DEAL WITH A PROBABLE ATTACKCFEB. 27 OR 28) IN 
THE WESTERN HIGHLANDSCDAKTO-KONTUM-PLEIKU>; 

AND TO GET THE ARVN BACK ON THEIR FEET AND MOVING, 
WHICHWILL HAVE GEN~ ABRAMS' FULL ATTENTION, WITH 
GEN. CUSHMAN CORPS.TAKING OVER THE I 

SUBJECT: GENERAL JOHNSON'S TELEPHONE WITH GENERAL CONVERSATION 
WESTMORLAND 

1. GENERAL DAILY REPORT NUMBER WESTMORELAND'S 22 COVERS 
THE SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY IN SOUTHVIETNAM.GENERALWESTMORELAND 
IS NOWTURNINGHIS ATTENTION TO BOTH lHE NEAR-TERM AND LONGER­
TERM FUTURE .. IN THE I CORPS AREA HE INTENDS TO CONVERT 
MACVFORWARD CORPS HEADQUARTERS TO A PROVISIONAL TO COMMAND 
uPERATIONSNORTH THIS CONVERSION OF AI.VAN PASS. WHEN TAKES 
PLACE, THE PROVISIONAL CORPS, THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION IN 
THE DA NANG-AI VAN PASS AREA AND THE AMERICAL DIVISION 
WILLBE SUBORDINATE MAF HEADQUARTERS, BYTO III COMMANDED 
GENERALCUSHMAN. NOWIT IS THE INTE~TI~N TO CONCENTRATE 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FIRST ARVN DIVISION IN CLEARING 
THE ENEMY FROM AREAS AND AS THE MONSOON THE COASTAL SHIFTS, 
TO WORK AGAINSTTHE ENEMY AND HIS BASE AREAS TO THE WEST 
AWAYFROMTHE COASTAL AREAS. IN THE MEANTIME, B-52 STRIKES 
WILLBE EMPLOYED AGAINST TROOP CONCENTRATIONS ENEMY IN THE 
A SHAU VALLEY. INTELLIGENCE TEAMSARE STANDING BY WAITING 
FOR A WEATHER BREAKTO BE INSERTED IN THE VICINITY OF THE 

• A SHAU VALLEY, TO GET BETTER INTELLIGENCE OF ENEMY ACTIVITIES 
IN THAT AREA. 

... 
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2. SOME TROOP ADJUSTMENTS ARE TAKING PLACE IN THE II 
CORPS AREA. TWO BATTALIONS OF THE 173RD BRIGADE HAVE BEEN 
MOVEDTO THE VICINITY OF KONTUM AND THE BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
WILLMOVETO THIS AREA FROM BAN ME THUOT WITHIN THE NEXT 
48 HOURS. THE ENEMY BAN ME THUOT CTHE WHO HAVE THREATENED 
33D NVA REGH1ENT> APPEARS WITHDRA\IJNTO HAVE TO THE WEST. 
GENERALWESTMORELAND THAT THEY HAVE ONE OR TWO ESTIMATES 
COMBATEFFECTIVE BATTALIONS; THAT THEY ARE NOW ENGAGEDIN 
RESTORINGTHEIR COMBAT STRENGTH;AND HE EXPECTS CONTACT WILL 
BE GAINED AGAIN WITH THIS UNIT THREE OR FOUR WEEKS FROM 
NOW. GENERALWESTMORELAND THE f°RIENDLY HAS DISCUSSED TACTICAL 
POSTUREIN II CORPS WITH GENERAL ROSSON, AND THE TWO OF 
THEMBELIEVE THAT FORCES ARE WELL DISPOSED TO MEET ANY ATTACK 
IN THE WESTERN HIGHLANDS,IF SUCH ATTACK TAKES PLACE. 

3. GENERAL MET TODAY WEYANDWESTMORELAND WITH GENERAL 
AND GENERAL KHANGIN THE III CORPS AREA. FRIENDLX FORCES ARE 
DISPOSED.TO MEET ATTACKS ON PROVINCE AND DISTRICT TOWNS IN 
THE· CORPS AREA, ALTHOUGH NEITHER GENERAL WEYANDNOR 
GENERALKHANGARE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PREVENTINGFUTUREROCKET 
ATTACKS.THEY BOTH BELIEVE THAT THE FORCES CAN REACT 
RAPIDLY BUT CANNOT PREVENTTHE EARLY ROCKET ROUNDSFROM 
BEING LAUNCHED. 

4. GENERAL IS PLANNINGWESTMORELAND TO ASSIGN GENERAL 
ROSSONTO REPLACE GENERALABRAMSWHENMACVFORWARDIS CONVERTED 
TO A PROVISIONAL CORPS HEADQUARTERS GENERALUNDER CUSHMAN•s 
COMMAND. ABRAMS HIS FULL-TIME DEPUTY GENERAL WILLTHEN RESUME 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND RENEW HIS FOCUS ON ARVN AND POPULAR 
AND REGIONAL FORCES. GENERAL IS PARTICULARLYWESTMORELAND 
ANXIOUSTO RETURN GENERALABRAMSTO THE PRIMARY TASK OF 
RESTORINGFULL COMBAT EFFECTIVENESSIN THE ARVN. 

DTG: 261700Z FEB 68 
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HEREWITHWESTY•S DAILY KHE SANH REPORT. GENERAL I~PRESSION: 
THEY ARE H~CREASING THEIR PRESSURE ON THE BA~E, WITH BOTH ARTILLERY 
AND GROUND PROBES. 

THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-TWO ON THE SITUATION 
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREA AND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD 
FEBRUARY25, 1968. 

SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITY DURING THE PERIOD WAS LIMITED 
TO ENE~Y INCO~ING ARTILLERY, ROCKETAND MORTAR ROUNDS,
WITHSPORADIC GROUND CONTACTS. A TOTALOF 689 EtJEMY 
ROUNDSWERE FIRED AGAINST FRIENDLYPOSITIONS IN NORTHERN 
QUANGTRI PROVINCE. 350 ROUNDSFELL AT KHE SANH, IN 
POSITIONS HELD BY THE 26TH MARINES, RESULTING IN THREE 
MARINES KILLED, 52 WOUNDED MATERIEL(32 EVACUATED).
DA~AGEINCLUDEDTWO HELICOPTERS DESTROYED,AND 
TWO DAMAGED. CONDITIONOF THE KHE SANH RUNWAY 
WAS REPORTED TO BE POOR. 

CAMP CARROLL RECEIVEDFOUR AP.TILLERY ROUNDS. AT 
DONG HA, 22 POUNDSOF ARTILLERYFELL AT NOON, INFLICTING 
SERIOUS·INJU~IES TO ONE MARINE. EXTENSIVE DAMA~EWAS 
CAUSEDTO THREE COBRAS AND FOUR LIGHT OBSERVATION PLANES. 

·AT C-2 AND SURROUNDING.AREAS, THE MARINES RECEIVED 18 ROUNDSOF 
MIXED ARTILLERYAND MORTAR.260 ARTILLERYROUNDS AND 25 ROUNDS 
OF MORTAR FELL AT CON THIEN. LIGHT SHELLING RECURRED 
AT CUA VIET AS THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALIONRECEIVEDTEN 
ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY SHELLING.IN EARLY AFTERNOON 

IN GROUNDCONTACTDURINGTHE PERIOD, A S~EEP BY THE 
-30 BATTALION, 1ST MARINES, IN THE VICINITY OF THANH 
XUAURESULTEDIN ONt ENEMY KILLED, AND OME !1ARINE RECEIVED 
MINORWOUNDS. 

IN ANOTHERGROUND CONTACT, A MID-rORNING PATROL FROM 
B COMPANY,1ST BATTALION, 26TH MARINES ENGAGEDAN ESTI­
MATEDNVA COMPANY JUST SOUTH OF THE KHE SANH BASE. THE 
CONTACTBROKE AT NOON WITHONE MARINEKILLED, 21 WOUNDED 
AND 25 MISSING. ~NEMY CASUALTIESARE U~KNOWN. 

JIN OTHER ACTION WITHIN NORTHERN D~Z OPERATIONS, A MEDEVAC 
HELICOPTERCRASHEDOUTSIDE'HILL 881 (SOUTH) PERIMETER. • 
PILOT AND CREW ARE SAFE WITHIN THE PERIMETER.· IN THi LATE 

. AFTERNOON, T~REE ENEMY SELF-PROPELLEDGUNS~1ERE 
REPORTED10 KILOMETERSWEST OF HILL 881. A!RSTRIKES WERE 
CONDUCTED PREVENTED ASSESSMENT.BUT tgEATHER DAMAGE 
IN ANOTHERSIGHTING, THREE TANKS WERE REPORTED IN THE 
VICINITY OF ¥.HE SANH AND WERE TAKEN UNDER FIRE BY AIR 



A TOTAL OF 229 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE· FLOt.11N IM 
SUPPORT OF KHE SANH. ~ARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 85 SORTIES. 
BOMBDAMAGE TWO SECONDARY INCLUDED EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
SECONDARYFIRE AND ONE ROCKET POSITION DESTROYED. THE 
AIR FORCE FLEW 110 SORTIES, AND THE NAVY FLEW 34 SORTIES. BOMB 
DAMAGEASSESSMENT 30 SECONDARYINCLUDED EXPLOSIONS, ONE 
ROCKETPOSITION DESTROYED, FIRES,SEVEN SECONDARY TWO 
TRUCKSDESTROYED.FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES C30 SORTIES) WERE 
FLOWNIN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AIR RESUPPLY FOR KHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD AMOUNTED 
TO 162 SHORT TONS. IN ADDITION, 27 PASSENGERSWERE AIR 
LANDED. RtSUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 15 ON 25 FEBRUARY. 
NINE C-130 AIRCRAFTCOMPLETEDNINEAIR DROPS. ONE C-123 
LANDEDAT THE AIRFIELD, WHILE TWO C-123 AIRCRAFTAIR-
DROPPEDMATERIALAT THE DROP ZONE. THREE MARINE HELICOPTERS LANDED 
AT THE AIRFIELD. 

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICAL 
AIR SORTIES ARE PLANNED IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH 
AREA. FIVE ARC LIGHT STRIKES (21 SORTIES) WILL BE FLOWN IN THE 
NIAGARAAREA. • 

. KHE SANH WEATHER DURINGTHE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 25, WAS MARKED 
BY LOW CLOUDS AND FOG UNTIL 10:00 A.M. AT THAT TIME THE 
FbG DISSIPATED AND THE CLOUD CEILINGS IMPROVED TO 1600 
FEET. VISIBILITY THEN REMAINED GOOD. THE FORECAST FOR 
26 - 27 FEBRUARYIS FOR GOOD VISIBILITY UNTIL ABOUT 9:00 P.~. 
26 FEBRUARYWHENFOG WILL FORM AND CAUSE LOW VISIBILITY AGAIN~ 
THE CLOUDCEILINGS DURING DAYLIGHT OF 27 FEBRUARY 
ARE EXPECTED.TO BE UP NEAR 2500 FEET BUT LOWERING 
AT NIGHT TO 300 FEET OR LESS WITH FOG FORMATION. 

THE KHE SA~H DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT CUSP) 
STATUS AS OF 8:00 P.~. FE9. 25 IS AS FOLLOWS: 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:00 P.M. 24 FE3 EST 
ON HAND (9:00 A.M. 25 FEB SVN> 

CLASS I (RATIONS) 
MEAL,CO~BAT, 
INDIVIDUAL 12 4 DAYS 
B RATIONS 9 9 DAYS 

CLASS III (FUEL)
AVIATION GAS CAVGAS) 7.2 7.2 DAYS 
JP-4 FUEL CJET FUEL) l 1 DAY 
MOTORGASOLINE CMOGAS) 8.7 7.2 DAYS 
DIESEL 6.8 5 DAYS 

CLASS V (AMMUNITION) 

A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE 

https://EXPECTED.TO


60-MM MORTAR 
81-MM MORTAR . 
90-MM (TANK)
4.2" MORTAR 
105-MM HOWITZER 
155-MM HOWITZER 

B~ ANTI-TANK 

90-MM HEAT 
66-MM ROCKET CLAW) 
UNTI-TANKMINES CM-15) 
ANT·I-TANKMINES CM-19)
ANTI-TANKMINES CM-21) 
l 06-PiTM HEAT 

23 
13 
30 
21 
18 
19 

23 DAYS 
14 DAYS 
30 DAYS 
22 DAYS 
19 DAYS 
16 DAYS 

ROUNDSON HAND 

89 
1,386 

234 
334 
100 
144 

106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE CHEP-T> 866 
3.5" ROCKET ~50 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
DAYS SUPPLY· 8:00 P.~. 24 FEB EST 

• ON H~ND (9:00 A.~. 25 FEB SVN) 

CLASSV CCOFRAM)· 
105-MM HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS 
155-MM HOWITZER 5 5 DAYS 
40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER 5 5 DAYS 
HANDGRENADES IO 10 DAYS 

-2. ON 25 FE9RUARYKHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 162 TONS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

CLASS1 
CLASSIII 
CLASSIV 
CLASS V 
CLASS VII 

DTG: 2615382 FEB 68 

30.5 TONS 
22 TONS 
17.25 TONS 
90 TONS 
2.25 TONS 
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TEXT OF REPORT FROM GENERAL THIS IS REPORTWESTMORELAND. 
NUMBERTWE_NTX-:-_!H~j:-~_ON IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ THE SITUATION 
ARY'AANU-COV!RS HOUR PERIOD FEBRUARY 1968.THE 24 26, 

THE KHE SANH COMBAT BASE CONTINUED TO RECEIVE 
MODERATE DURING 150 ROUNDSOFSHELLING THE PERIOD AS 
ARTILLERY,50 ROUNDSOF ROCKET, AND 50 ROUNDSOF MORTAR 
FELL WITHIN THE PERIMETER. THE SHELLING RESULTEDIN ONE 
KILLED AND 23 WOUNDED,NINE OF WHOM WEREEVACUATED. 
NO MATERIEL DAMAGEWAS REPORTED. 

ALTHOUGH NO SIGNIFICANT CONTACTSTHERE WERE GROUND 
MADEAT KHE SANH, SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT SIGHTINGS WEREMADE 
RESULTINGFROMOR RESULTING IN FRIENDLYACTIONS. AT 10:50 AM,
A COMPANY OF MARINES SPOTTEDAN ENEMY MORTARFIRING FROM 
A POSITION ONE KILOMETER NORTHOF HILL 881. COUNTERMORTAR 
REGISTEREDAND SUPPRESSED THE ENEMY MORTARFIRE. AT 
5:00 PM, AN AIR OBSERVER, ADJUSTINGFIRE ON FIVE ARTILLERY 
POSITIONS17 KILOMETERSSOUTHWESTOF KHE SANH, IN LAOS, 
OBSERVEDONE SECONDARY AND ONE SECONDARY EXPLOSION 
FIRE. AT 6:30 COMPANYPM, A MARINE SIGHTED 
WHATAPPEAREDTO BE A TRACKEDVEHICLEABOUT 
FOUR KILOMETERSWEST OF THE KHE .SANH BASE, BUT FOG 
MADEIT IMPOSSIBLETO ADJUST A FIRE MISSION. AT 7:25 PM, 
THE 37TH ARVN RANGERBATTALIONREPORTEDTHAT PERSONNEL 
MANNING $IZE NVA UNIT MOVING A LISTENING POST SAW A SQUAD 
TOWARDTHEIR ·PERIMETER. SMALLARMS FIRE WAS EXCHANGED 
RESULTINGIN THREE NVA KILLED. AT 8:30 PM, .MARINES OBSERVED 
THREE LARGE SECONDARY RESULTING AN ARC EXPLOSIONS FROM 
LIGHT STR !KE. 

ELSEWHEREALONGTHE DMZ HEAVY INCOMING.FIREWAS REPORTED AT 
DONGHA AND· CON THIEN. A TOTAL OF 300 ROUNDSFELL ON · 
DONGHA DURING THE PERIOD. RESULTS WERE ONE KILLED AND 
22 WOUNDED.MATERIEL WAS HEAVY . .DDESTRUCTION AND 
INCLUDED20,000 GALLONSOF DIESEL FUEL~ TWO LIGHT OBSER­
VATIONPLANES, FOUR GENERATORS, PERSONNELONE ARMORED 
CARRIER, "ANDONEJEEP AND TRAILER. MAJOR DAMAGE 
WAS REPORTED TO TWO AHlG•s, TWO GENERATORS, TWO PERSONNEL 
CARRIERSTWO FIVE TON TRUCKS, ONE WRECKER, T~O DUMP -TRUCKS,
ONE ASPHALT DISTRIBUTERAND ONE WATER TRAILER. CON 
THIEN RECEIVED 181 ROUNDSOF ARTILLERY AND 35 ROUNDSOF 
MORTAR.THERE WAS NO REPORT OF CASUALTIESOP. DAMAGE. 



THE MARINES AT C2 RECEIVED TWO ROUNDS OF MORTAR, WITHOUT 
REPORT OF CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE. ADDITIONALSPORADICINCOMING 
FELL ON A3, AND ON THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALION,WITH NO 
CASUALTIESOR DAMAGE REPORTED.AT 8:00 AM,_ A LANDING CRAFT 
CONVOYON THE CUA VIET RECEIVED RECOILLESSRIFLE AND MORTAR. FIRE 
WAS RETURNED BY THE MARINE ELtMENTS IN THE CONVOY AND AN 
ENEMYMORTARPOSITION WAS REPORTED DESTROYED. 

THERE WERE 268 TACTICALAIR SORTIES FLOWN IN SUPPORT 
OF KHE SANH. THE MARINES FLEW84 SORTIES, REPORTING THREE 
SECONDARYEXPLOSIONSAND TWO SECONDARY FIRES. THE AIR FORCE 
FLEW 157 SORTIES AND THE NAVY FLEW 27 SORTIES. VISUAL BOMB 
DAMAGEREPORTEDWAS 23 ENEMYKILLED, FIVE SECONDARY 
EXPLOSIONS, FOUR SECONDARY DESTROYED,FIRES, SIX TRUCKS 
FOUR BUNKERS DESTROYED.SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES> 
WEREFLOWNIN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

AIR RESUPPLY FORKHE SANH DURING THE PERIOD TOTALLED 
192.5 SHORT TONS. A 155MM HOWITZER (6.25
SHORTTONS) WAS AIRLIFTED IN, ALONGWITH 1.25 SHORT TONS OF 
MEDICALSUPPLES. IN ADDITION, 115 PASSENGERSWERELANDED 
AT THE AIRFIELD. A TOTALOF 30 RESUPPLYSORTIES WERE 
FLOWN.ELEVEN C-130 AIRCRAFTCOMPLETED10 AIR 
DROPS AND ONE LANDING ALSO•. TWO C-123 AIRCRAFT 
LANDED,WHILE ONE --c:;.·123 COMPLETEDAN AIR DROP. 
SIXTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERSLANDEDAT KHE SANH. 

FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS, A TOTAL OF 286 TACTICALAIR 
SORTIES ARE SCHEDULED IN SUPPORTOF KHE SANH. THERE WILL BE 

·s1x ARCLIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES) FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA 
AREA. 

KHE SAN H WEATHER FOR THE MORNING AND AFTERNOON 
OF 26_FEBRUARYWAS CLOUDY WITH THE LOWEST CLOUDBASES 
AT 1500 TO 1800 FEET. THE VISIBILITY WAS GOOD. THE CLOUDS 
LOWEREDAND RAIN BEGAN AFTER 7:00 PM. LOW CLOUDS, FOG 
AND SOME LIGHT RAIN PERSISTED THROUGH THE NIGHT UNTIL 
5:00 AM ON THE 27TH. AT THIS TI~E THE CLOUDS BECAMESCATTERED 
AND THE VISIBILITY INCREASEDTO 7 - 10 MILES. THE FORECAST 
IS "FOR CONTINUED GOOD DURING ANDWEATHER THE AFTERNOON 
EVENINGOF.THE 27TH. LO~ CLOUDS AND FOG ARE EXPECTED TO 
FORMAFTER MIDNIGHT AND CONTINUE INTO THE EARLY MORNING 
HOURS. 

1. THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT STATUS AS OF 
8:00 PM FEBRUARY26 IS AS FOLLOWS: 

CLASS III 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

CRATIONS> 
MEAL, COMBAT, 

INDIVIDUAL 
B RATIONS 

13 
9 

CFUEL> 
AVIATION GAS CAVGAS) 
JP-4 FUELCJET FUEL) 

s.2 
2

MOTOR·GASOLINECMOGAS> 9.3
DIE SOL 8 

PREVIOUSSTATUS 
8:00 PM-25 FEB EST 

(9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN) 

12 DAYS 
. 9 DAYS 

7.2 DAYS_ 
1 DAY 
8.7 DAYS 

. _6.8 DAYS 



------------------

------

... CL;.9S V CAMMUN IT ION). ' 
A. HIGH EXPLOSIVE 

60-MM MORTAR 30 
81-I1M NORTAR 12 
90-MM CTANK) 30 
4.2" MORTAR 30 
105-Mt•l HOWITZER 17 
155-MM HOWITZER 14 

B. ANTI-TANK 

90-MM HEAT 
66-MMROCKETCLAW)
ANTI-TANKMINES CM-15) 
ANTI-TANKMINES(M-19)
ANTI-TANKMINES CM-21) 
106-M_MHEAT 
106-MM RECOILLESS RIFLE C HEP-T) 
3.5" ROCKET 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND ----~-•~-..... 

CLASSV CCOFRAM> 
105-t1M HOWITZER 5 
155-MM HOWITZE_R 5 - 40-MM GRENADELAUNCHER 5 
HANDGRENADES 10 

23 DAYS 
13 DAYS 
30 DAYS 
21 DAYS 
18 DAYS 
19 DAYS 

ROUNDSON HAND 

89 
2,343 

78 
22 

0 
144 

1,020 
1,126 

PREVIOUS STATUS 
8:00 PM 25 FEB EST 

(9:00 AM 26 FEB SVN) ~----·~~------~---~~ 
5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 

10 DAYS 

2. ON 26 FEBRUARYKHE SANH WAS RESUPPLIED WITH192.5 TONS 
AS FOLLOWS: 

CLASS I 3.0 TONS 
CLASSII 1.5 TONS 
CLASSIII 6.0 TONS 
CLASSIV 4.5 TONS 
.CLASS V 170.0 TONS 
- CLASSVIII 1.25 TONS 

1 155-MMHOWITZER 6.25 TONS 

DTG: 2713222 FEB 1968 
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MEMORANDUM 

INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday, February 28, 1968 

11 :50 ,. m. 
~ ,,..0 {.! ... 

1/1..t! ~'I✓,/~..... t..A,., 
~- p • ~~MR. PRESIDENT: 

fl, 

Herewith the two regular morning reports from Saigon: 

1. Khe Sanh - DMZ: 

_.,. less shelling; relatively good weather permits effective 
U. S. air and artillery action; 

- - high level of re - supply (2 37 tons); 

-- weather for next day·not too bad. 

2. MACV telephone conver·sation : 

-- a good operation south of Danang at Tam Ky; serious and, 
we hope, sustained work to open Highway l; 

-- still uncertainty about the actual strength of the enemy units 
outside of Saigon. 

~ostow 

'Slit .fdr; E .it d 1 @ .. fH?CN:Fl~-attachment 

DECLASSIFIED . 

Authority i.5,l) /&>~tf'-?J'/ ~ 
By rdl? > ' • s , Date 3-/b- 7"?/ 



SECRET ([) 
{)ECLASSIFIED 

Authority oso letterJAN3 1979Wednesday, February 28., 1968, 9:50 .Alv1 

By A-# , NARS, Date {,-,::?S- 77 J)~!::-

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanh/ 
DMZ area and cover's the 24-hour period of February 27, 1968. 

E:ne~y .. liieo~e:B.Te.w:d::.~-•)&Jat:;;;Kh~.:S:anh~ompar e d 
with prefious days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds 
of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to the shelling 
were one killed, 20 wounded (11 evacuated). There were no significant ground 
contacts reported, however, several significant sightings of enemy activities 
were made. 

At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy 
positioned 1000 meters. east of Khe Sanh. A~l.Q;.?..2·i;;AM,;:a~~t:'il1t~.I 

e~Mle~9-.9....~~~;U:~llt~~3,2~.,- ..an~...tt.QY~~sl:.~~~Jus~~ie.:Led 1fu 
~~~Y.:.1..t~-At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving 
towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of 
Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 AM., an 
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of 
~saiili:».eporJJnt.tlifJ~;J.iU:g![~g-~iQlincL ~the·-::-eo-=-B.oc: A vehicleaR~ convoy 
was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined 
results. 

Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature. 
An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south­
west of Hill 881 resulting in ffyg.iA1~@49...Y~~}ilo$lons. An air strike run 
four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in.R~nA 4 .;,.!£9~-~-~l~~~2~· At 
8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and 
received one grenade injuring two Marines~ Fire was returned with unknown 
results. J'J?-~~1rdft_~~~~~~~~:!~f'Sondl~~y~~rort~:r:~~f~Q~§t~f~o~!o~-' 
~e~s--~-iopt~i---Kh'e~-anh~s'""tt'r·fts'titf46~a'.~~ctical·~-afi:~-~:rti~--r,amage s attributed 
to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a helicopter destroyed by an 
enemy artillery round. Aircraft personnel were not injured. 

SEC!t!..T 

.• 'If, 

mailto:ffyg.iA1~@49...Y~~}ilo$lons
https://the�-::-eo-=-B.oc
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Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ,&~~ 
a~tillery. rocket and mortar rounds.,::-r~;Ie:,;.§j;gmfi£1pt. Camp Carroll 
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 11 rounds of 
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance. 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds 
respectively, with negative damage and casualties .report ed. Friendly 
casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115 
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines 
in the Cua Viet area. The 1st AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artillery 
and mortar causing minor injuries to ore individual. 

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline, search and destroy 
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai 
Xa Thi Village, accountedrzor·;sli,~~fhtaliilnam.es-&·~...r.m~'K1:11ea,... In the 

.-r iri&v- iii' at • • ~-- ' J 

contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three 
landing craft convoys were fired ll:POn with automatic weapons fire and mortars. 
In each instance negative casualties were reported. 

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending 27 rounds 
8 11and one round of ordnance, resulting~ 

The high total ~t,il~-:t~~tiil~.it!es'Tlwe-re..:flo.wn:ln1.:siippS~ 
~:t..m3-J;.he;pefi:oo.""--'Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage 
including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position 
destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures 
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy 
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included lll~~i.Pfl?~~,...__ 
s ~~ruLc· ~i'S;:1...9,'r:QAsiau~x:glgsi·o~~oa~~uls.:;7.d.p.Uon.filmedsft~ 

pEill&d.::415.-a}itd;;)ballle.K.:-1-0neautomatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM 
guns destroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Niagara 
area. 

Air resupply for the period amounted ~..:.sho"dt.mis. Fifteen short 
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies 
completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many weeks. In addition, 
68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply sorties totaled 46 on 
February 27. Fourteen C-130 aircraft completed ten air drops, and three 
air landed at the airfield. . Twenty-eight Marine helicopters delivered passengers 
and cargo. 

___.sECl<EI 

• - l. 



--

- 3 

For the next 24 hours, a total of 282 tactical air sorties are 
scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight ARC LIGHT strikes (48 sorties) 
will be flown in the Niagara area. 

Except for a brief period of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the 
~~~ 2 s~::u.mai:t01~:".7'f ...the :-·mornino .-.and:.~'te~tlii~~~b .. . -~-=----- :w~;..,,.: . ....-..-~.a-J~•-.&..-::l~~:w...-3~ T ~-, 

~Jg-:lJ~~_y.:;s.kie."~~W!µ.i_:g s. =-7'~we a,tbe·~~~ ·gene:r,a1Iy;goollo~s-~vliili~»:ti~ ~ 
tfil'.Qu..g}!~~~l).,S.;µ.nti_l.,~..AM~n-Febr-u·ary:::28~-:~e_o:fg~fru;:xnedi.~iM educing 
~!$~.li..t~e~~~)~';l;;~~Q-_.,miht~ls ..:JH.LAM:.·..~~he forecast for the per~od next 24-
liour period is fg_;-_slo¥,4ty.:!,!~xJL~...::&-~l;.m£9:;X?:,;VhlU.~~~r,i,s.tion];Lb~ca.u~ 
~b • • 
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 

CM-3055-6-8 
28 Feb 1968 
-----· -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Telephone Conversation with General Kerwin, CS, MACV 

1. General Westmoreland was out of the office and I talked 
to General Kerwin, General Westmoreland's Chief of Staff. 
There is little to report concerning_ activities in SVN except 
for some updating of information-reported in the Presidential 
operational/intelligence brief and in General Westmoreland's 
report #24 on the situation in the Khe Sanh/DMZ area. 

2. Icn,;.;the:;.1,;~t~~j~e:ported. west, r.;q.f.:_.Ta~y,~:.i.s.we:e~ 
f!at:·r;-S1r·jn·cregn;]fd:a~Yte:t.y► ~~~~i.i.K-lAi- tfi:~11fl4 8;ee-sua.Lties. ·~f-t''cHrr~ 
~(ll;!J: ed..::.:aanl-4 wli i~l 4-; tt;~,.;hl.s.s:e&-i;ien JJ.~..ua..s.ed.£.xfl!).11t¥.:tw'6:it~,. 

+1:?t,,bE,.es.:;:~__;.No c ha n g e i n U . S . wound e d . Th er e i s no fur t h er 
information on the reported movement of major communist elements 
to the coastal area between Da Nang and Tam Ky. 

3 . .. A!Altt~-o~:S.Si iiil-1ie~o::se·cure..4~''411 -trtg~~-.J::j"fr.om., .. ---.,,,.. __ h-i.~--.....,.~ .V-a '{h-;-7:P;a-s -~ ~..:£s.. s•,,t-:wa-r• ---.. .. , ..... ... 

to ~-~c ~~~~~~~~~:~ t' ~~ a ~-~~~hat ~ ~-~-:_road ~ -~o_~~g~~,:~ ~c _u ~e 
t2:~P...~~.:gn;g le-Doe~~WO~l'.•~~~-~~ ex t..\1'4-2 ho u~s 1" Concurrent 1 y , 
sec u 1..,it y operations are underway c~A...Ji~luts..Y..~--~ ~t ~.n. ..:..eh1t~~I-~ n d 
&.~i..~hu ~A~,i.·::1--i;j--,j:s.··:e-stJa1ra.t.a& tlia..t·~§.~~e:r.§:-l.:.iJ.!l2J;-,.e.:~~§.~~-:--~•
,»N.i,,r,e ¾t:A ,.§i ec, .. »e:,;;fJ5,lii"vl,a't.t.~:eg.mer,rt;., f u'li:.l-~ . 

4. In II Corps at Dak To there is no change to reports 
a 1 r ea d y r e c e iv e d h er e . f'l.:.fx:'i~.PJ,ll,¥,;;;};.gn,&:~gg ;;fia ti? a.;t;aaam~s,.~ d 

~-rl;:~·f..o[cEf_~_&i/lu-lJi&e;fj},rfs-··-we.s·~-e~;QJ:Jn-;:C:.i..,.~~~-Pilt!~g.-; i.n,;aq.. 
en ..~.m.L."tllled,- and·· ng. n±endl~:CgpJ!..~U-t~~··-~
~'lolt,~aO ·;,c - 'n#ff ' 

5. 
already 
from a 
question 
V C Div 

Activities 
reported. 

direct rocket 
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i s i on s and 

in 

the 

S
III Corps 

ome of the 
hit on a 

any changes 
..1...t P,_..·~-~D 

consisted 
casualties 

friendly 
in loca

iv i s ion 

of indirect fire attacks 
at Bien Hoa resulted 

bunker. I raised a 
tion of the -~!~and.~~tli 
and the i r sub or d in at e s in 

th e S a i go n a r e a • ~~a-~e~~~ :i;n,;r;:lWf/'··t••=p.£)'.;;enitiib:J)]i..e•$~£1iiff; :Ecf~n t 
c-.~ ~~-st··;ig.,"'J,Qtml;i'(rn;taat~:.'thes-~ ·~·uni~;. ~- ~~.......,~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority Jl;..!:C.:::.:5:::::_~10:_-..:::.3~-~?~?~~~~'-

By A'-122 , NAl ~, Date ,3-/t - 7( 

TOPSECRET cy 

https://trtg~~-.J::j"fr.om
https://A!Altt~-o~:S.Si
https://1:?t,,bE,.es


. . ... 

6. In IV Corps Area no information was provided beyond 
that contained in the Presidential operational/intelligence 
brief. 

~ 
HAROLD K. J~ 
ACTING CHAIRMAN 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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t''".:-.-·.,• : ··This is report number twenty-four on the situation in the Khe Sanh/ • 
·.~~;~:.• _:_DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period _of February 27, 1968. 
r•.''"'!°:•":·;·. • .. ,. ... • ..4.: • 

:-.f<}> Enemy incoming lessened somewhat yesterday at Khe Sanh compared 
. \:··with previous days as enemy shelling totaled 115 rounds of mortar, 15 rounds· 
--~/~-~of artillery and 10 rounds of rocket. Casualties attributed to· the shelling __ ., -·. 
;: : \.·_were one killed,. 20 wounded {11 eva~uated). T~ere were no significant ground : : _. - -

j~;i(:::t:~:::.ported, however~: s~veral significant sightings of enemy activities -;:;: , :-Ii\'.:, 
::_,·:·• · At 10:00 AM a resupply helicopter received small arms fire from enemy • ~--• "\,;/ 
_.:"~'·./ positioned 1000 meter~. east of Khe Sanh. At 10:25 AM an air strike was • • }(.~ 
.~1(-/- executed southwest of Khe Sanh in Laos, and destroyed one vehicle believed to __. 
:-~--··:·. be an enemy tank. At 11:10 AM Marines sighted eight enemy troops moving 
; :.:\ .: towards the Khe Sanh area with a 50 caliber weapon 2 1/2 kilometers east of 
. ,, __~ ,-~• Hill 881; air strikes were called with undetermined results. At 11:15 • AM, ar.L 

\ ~··. 
administrative officer directing air strikes 20 kilometers southwest of 

: ,·; :-_ Khe Sanh reported three large fires around the Co Roe area.· • A vehicle convoy 
··~~-_>was spotted at the same location and air strikes were called in with undetermined 
: ·: __--·.. results. 

_ Throughout the afternoon incoming continued but of a sporadic nature . 
....· :· An artillery mission was fired on a known mortar site three kilometers south­

·.;_ •.. ·.west of Hill 881 resulting in several secondary explosions. An air strike run 
_•• ; • four kilometers southwest of Hill 881 resulted in nine secondary explosions. At 

• • : -8:25 PM Marine Listening Post heard movement to the left of its position and 
···received one grenade injuring two Marines. Fire was returned with unknown 

=~---··• results. Three additional large secondary explosions were obse.rved £our 
kilometers north of Khe Sanh as a result of a tactical air r_un. Damages attributed 

_. ' to the day's incoming at Khe Sanh consisted of a helicopter destroyed by an • ~~r~ 
~-:\·,--:,' 
:·\::...: : ~--~-. enemy artillery round .• Aircraft' personnel were. no't injured.r ..: • -. / 

_· ,; • - • - \:: - ;;·:- ,: (}/'-\/·:_:: •. ·••·· - ; . ;JH: _ - -, .DECi/\Ssi:F(EI).· 
,_. :·. :·:·· ~- .-·:·,:·_ ••••. :-~~.! __.· • •. •• • ..;.-.·_, ___ _;.:·:. -oso.,;letter ·.JAN3· 1979
• • · .. • "' • •. · • · .-.. · A thor1t,1 ,._ • •• • • -

. - : , • , < .:_''<:':_:-?:,> -?B; : :/& - _;~~• DAt;J-~~~~iiGRE'.F ?,9. 

~ :·_ ·--- ... ~-: .,• -~>\,:.. .:.:-::•:;_:·_·_·_,.~~_:._:~_=_·.·_.,:_=~.=.i~_-~:.:_~:=;·:.~;._;-_~_-.. -· -•• .• ~--. ·--<~ > .. __ _:•/~ ./··._-: .<\·,_·.-. ; : . ·· .... ·._--~-
.... .: ' ...... ·.:-·: ~--·_.. .,·· -.••:.-~-. ... ••• . , - . .. ..·.-- :::.: 

. ;: .. . .. . ~ .. : • : 

... .... - . ·., ...: •;~ .. .:-.'\ ::::;./• ·_ -:::.::. /. ·-
..• · ... - :·. 
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Elsewhere at friendly installations bordering the DMZ, enemy 
incoming artillery. rocket and mortar rounds were significant.· Camp Carroll 
received five rounds of mortar. At Dong Ha Combat Base, 11 rounds of -
artillery fell. No damages or casualties were recorded in either instance. 
Con Thien and Gio Linh received five mortar rounds and 38 artillery rounds 
respectively, with negative damage and casualties· report ed. Friendly 
casualties of two killed, seven wounded (six evacuated) were caused by 115 
rounds of artillery and 25 mortar rounds falling at positions held by Marines 
in the Cua Viet area. The 1st AMTRAC received nine rounds of mixed artillery 
and mortar causing minor injuries to ore individual. 

In ground contacts yesterday in Operation Saline., search and destroy 
operations conducted by elements from the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, in Mai 
Xa. Thi Village, accounted for six North Vietnamese Army killed. In the 
contact one Marine was killed and three injured. On the Cua Viet, three 
landing craft convoys were fired upon with automatic weapons fire and mortars. 
In each instance n_egativ~ casualties were reported. . .. · 

There were five COFRAM missions fired expending 27 rounds of 155 MM 
and one round of 8 11 ordnance, resulting in 26 North Vietnamese Army killed. 

. The high total of 415 tactical air sorties were flown in support of Khe 
• • •. ·._ Sanh during the period. Marine aircraft flew 157 sorties, with Bomb Damage 

including 10 secondary explosions, six secondary fires, one mortar position 
~. .. .... . 

•destroyed. Three bunkers destroyed, 20 structures destroyed, 20 structures 
destroyed, and 22 enemy killed. The Air Force flew 153 sorties and the Navy 
flew 105 sorties. Bomb Damage Assessment included 11 large fires (numerous 
small fires), 39 secondary explosions, 39 road cuts, eight confirmed enemy 

·killed (15 probable) .. One automatic weapons position destroyed, and two 37 MM 
guns de_stroyed. Six ARC LIGHT strikes (33 sorties) were flown in the Niagara 
area. 

Air resupply for the period amounted to 237 short tons. Fifteen short 
tons of vehicles, six short tons of mail and three short tons of medical supplies 

·_. .. completed the largest resupply tonnage delivery in many ~eeks. In addition, 
••• . ~ • 68 passengers were landed at Khe Sanh. Resupply· sor.ties totaled 46 on 

_' : .--: -<- February 27."· ¥o~rteen C-130 aircraft complet~d ten air drops,· and three .• 
. \ ·-.;,_., ·--~- air landed at the airfield_.. -Tw·enty-eight Marine helicopters· delivered passengers 

.:.". .~! ~ 
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For the next 24 hours, a total-of 282 tactical air sorties are 
.:.:~·::·:_.·_:scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. Eight AR~ LIGH~. strike~ (48 sorties) 

·<·•:·'//.>will be flown in the Niagara area . 
.•:· -..; •' . •.. ... . ~ :.. ~ 

• 11(,;• .. -

~{-: /·~·.: • '· . Except for a brief period·of fog at 9:00 AM on February 27 the 
'. / }":_.:·.·weather was good the remainder of the inor·ning and afternoon with partly 
•·',.}•.:/· ·.-cloudy skies and good visibilities. The weather remained generally good 
-:~.-·.·,-,•.-through the night until 4:00 AM on February 28 when fog formed, reducing.".:~ 

,._·:_-~·_.~:-:· visibilities to.two miles by 8:00. AM. _The forecast for the period next 24-
•hour period is £or ·cloudly skies wi_th continued visibility restructions because 
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i• @ INFORMATION I 

THE WHITE HOUSE I 
WASHINGTON t 

c_yop SECRET 
.. ... I 

Thursday, ~r~-~!)'_ ~9, 1968 ' 1:45 p. m. ~ 
~V/;.ro/' . 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Westy 1 s telephone conversation of 
today. The best news is that Highway 1 should 

... : . . 
be open by March 1. 

• Y1 ••• Gen. Johnson suggests a weekly rather than 
a daily call from Gen. Westmoreland. Given 
the quality of the reporting we have now 
organized with the Pentagon, this seems accept­
able. 

Keep daily call~ 

Weekly call okay V 
Call me 

DECLASSIFIED 
. 1 

Authority 0..S L) i 
----....:----'-:::;.,__~::..,_;;;...;;;;;;;;...;;..:;~---

By 4 ,N s, Date 3 - / I - 7 / 

=«'P 58 CJH3T 



r=10P. SECHLT 
TH£ JOINT CHl<!fS Of ST Aff 

WASHIN<,tON.O, (. 2030l 

CM-3065-68 
2!_Fe_b 1968 DECLASSIFIED 

Authority Qt5 ID-3-?tF ~-.
MEMORANDUMFORTHE PRESIDENT 

B~. _; j)? · , NARS, Date ..3-zl- 72 · 
SUBJECT: Telephon& Conversation with General Westmoreland : . 

l. General Westmoreland had little to report beyond
• the items contained in his report #25 on the situation in 

·the Khe Sanh-DMZ area. Weather was good in the Khe Sanh-DMZ­
·coastal area and effective.air st~ikes were made. 'He made 
special mention or- the B-52 strlkes conducted inside the 
~ormal three kilometers restraining or safety line from 
friendly force locations. He expects to continue to target· 
some strikes w1-th1n this normally l''estricted a:rea . 

. 2. The logistic situation in I Corps is improving.
Seabees have opened the road from the coast to Highway l 
south of the DMZ that can carry one-way traffic and are 

.. continuing to make.improvements so that th~ road will handle 
. two-:-way t1"af fie. Highway 1 is open for one-way traffic from 

Hue/Phu Bai to Dong Ha, Engineers are working on the road· 
betw'eeli Ai Van Pass and Hue/Phu Ba.i so that it 1s expected • 

•. ·to be open for one-way traffic on 1 ~arch. This will make 
Highway l open from Da Nang to Dong Ha tor one-way traffic. 

3. 'l1he 3d· Brigade, 82d Airborne Division will complete·
its mo·ve from Chu Lai to Hue/Phu Bai during the next seven • 
day&. One battalion 1s al~eady at Hue/Phu Bai~ 

~. General Rosson will relinquish command of I Field 
·Force. Victor ( II Corps Area) to General Peers on 1 March. 
General Rosson will then overlap with General Abrams at 

·MACV FORWARDfol" a- pe·riod of' 10 days to 2 weeks prepa1 1 atory • 
to redesignation as a Provisional Corps Headquarters which 
will control operations north or Ai Van Pass. Oenel''al 
Westmoreland has not yet established a specific date for 
redes1gnation to a Provisional Corps Headquavters. 

5. General Westmoreland reviewed with General Rosson 
and Ooneral Peers rainy season plans tor operations-in the 
Ir·corps·Area, on the assumption that no additional troops
will be provided in this geographic area. 

• 6. South or Saigon a Vietnam~se Ranger battalion seized 
an enemy ammunition cache. Quantities have not yet been 
reported.· Some indiscriminate mqrtar fire was received at 
Can Tho resulting in· 20 civilians killed. 

, 
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. 7. Three Popular Force outposts on a canal south of 
Saigon were attacked. It is General Westmoreland.'s view 
that enemy attacks are now shifting to Popular Force outposts
in view of enamy failures to seize major pbpulation centers. • 

8. One intelligence team was 1nser•ted in the A Shau 
Valley on 2·1 !•'ebr'Ual''Y. and made 1.mmcdiate contact with tho 
enGmy. An errort was made on 29 February to ~e1nforce this 
team, but General Westrnor•eland did not have any reports of 
results. 

9. The 3d Brieade) 4th Inrantry Division, less_ one 
battalion, has relocated from the area south and southwest 
of Da Nang to Binh Dinh Province to replaoe·the remaining
brigade of the First Cavalry Division, which will Join 1ts 
parent unit in the Hue area. 

10. General Westmoreland stated that activity was 
gomparati~ely quiet throughout South Vietnam. 

11. I recommend tha.t the daily telephone call to 
General Westmoreland be discontinued. Information obtained 
in the tfaily call is not or sufficient importance or u1.,gency 
to war1"ant an additional commitment on the o·verburdened 
commander in Vietnam. As an alternative~ I suggest a weekly
call on Saturday morning to obtain a· general assessment and 

·an indication of short-term plans for the 7 to 10 days
following the call. 

: ·- •.,. 

~tOt~-
HAROLDK. J~~--~ 
CHIEF OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY 
ACTINGFOR CHAIRMAN, JCS 
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\_. INFORMATION 

1. .,· THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

... 
-,. . 

Mr. President: 

Thursday, February 29, 1968 -
~~~ 1- • ../·rrr 

2:30 pm 

. r. 

Herewith Westy's Khe Sanh report: 

weather p~etty good; 
• •• •• ti' 

• : • •. ~ 
. . some effective bombing; 

resupply 252 tons (excellent); 

. " - •-
' 

enemy digging trenches closer and trying 
to get on out of the B-52 bomb line, which 
Westy has moved closer to the base. 

.. _.,, 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority C)_s.l) /t> /(/- -;>~~ 
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iECPFT 

Thursday, February 29, 1968, 10:30 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number twenty-five on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ area and covers the 24-hour period of February 28, 1968. 

Favorable weather conditions continued yesterday at Khe Sanh 
with visability recorded up to five miles. Light winds and scattered clouds 
provided optimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing aircraft. 
Logistic resupply of Khe Sanh was executed without difficulty. 

For the most part, enemy activity against Khe Sanh again consisted 
of shelling. A total of 186 rounds of mixed artillery, rockets and mortars 
were received in the area. Incident to the shelling, artillery rounds struck 
an ammo bunker, destroying 36 - 106 MM high explosive and 30 - 106 MM 
armor piercing rounds. Injuries resulting from incoming rounds were nine 
wounded (minor). 

Ground contacts during the reporting period were limited to small 
unit contacts. At 9:30 AM two rounds of recoilless rifle were received at 
positions held by the 1st Battalion. 26th Marines, injuring one Marine. At 
11:10 AM Marines fired a 106 MM mission at an North Vietnamese Army 
bunker located 800 meters southeast of Khe Sanh resulting in the destruction 
of the bunker. At 2:00 PM, Marines observed one secondary fire and heard 
small arms ammo exploding as a controlled air strike destroyed an enemy 
50 caliber position one kilometer south of Hill 881. A bridge located three 
kilometers southeast of Khe Sanh was damaged as a result of an air strike . 
.An air observer controlled air strike on an enemy automatic weapons position 
about three kilometers southeast of Lang Vei and destroyed the weapon. 
Another air strike was run on an enemy bunker located about the same location; 
it was destroyed, one secondary explosion was observed, and one North Vietnamese 
Army killed. At 4:00 PM an air observer spotting a group of North Vietnamese 
Army gathered at one kilometer southeast of Khe Sanh, ran an air strike and 
killed one. An artillery mission fired on three North Vietnamese Army manning 
an anti-aircraft position, two kilometers northeast of Khe Sanh village, 
destroying the position and confirming three enemy killed. All available arms 
were employed to suppress enemy fire and to destroy their positions as 2074 
rou_.nds of mixed artillery and mortar were expended during the period in support 
of the Khe Sanh area. 

SECUET 



~CRE'I' - 2 -

Small unit contacts and enel!ly incoming comprised the bulk of 
significant activity reported in areas neighboring Khe Sanh. Elements 
at Camp Carroll received 10 rounds of mortar during the period. Gio 

. Linh and A-3 shared 15 and 32 rounds of artillery respectively. No 
casualties or damages were reported in ~ither instance. The 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marines in Operation Saline received 32 rounds of enemy 
artillery with three additional artillery rounds of enemy artillery falling 
on the 1st AMTRAC Battalion positions. One Marine received minor 
injuries resulting from nine artillery roundsfalling ~t Dong Ha. Twelve 
rounds of enemy artillery fell one kilometer west of C-4 inflicting negative 
casualties and damage. 

Significant ground activity in northern Quang Tri Province included 
activity in Operation Napoleon as a combat patrol from K Company, 3rd 
Battalion, first Marines engaged an enemy force in a fortified position six 
kilometers west from the mouth of the Cua Viet. Utilizing available air, 
naval gunfire and artillery support, they succeeded in destroying five bunkers 
while killing an equal number of North Vietnamese Army. In the contact 
one Marine was killed and 16 wounded; activity e_nded at 5:00 PM. In 
Operation Kentucky, a small unit from a company, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines 
engaged three North Vietnamese Army manning a machine gun position. When 
action closed, three North Vietnamese Army were killed and three crew served 
weapons were captured_. No friendly casualties were recorded. 

Enemy attacks on convoys continued yesterday as two convoys were 
fired upon north of Dong Ha, resulting in two sailors killed and 16 wounded. 
At 12:30 PM yesterday, four kilometers southwest of the ro.ck pile, a 
helicopter received heavy ground fire and exploded upon contact with the 
ground. Latest reports indicate that of 23 ·passengers abroad, there was only 
one survivor. 

There were two COFRAM missions fired as follows: three rounds 
resulting in five killed. Thirteen rounds were fired on North Vietnamese _Army 
massing in Operation Scotland, good target coverage butwith undetermined 
results . 

--. 
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A total of 329 tactical air sorties were flown in support of 
Khe Sanh. The Marine aircraft wing flew 129 sor_ties. Bomb Damage 
Assessment included one secondary explosion, three secondary fires, 
'one automatic weapons position destroyed and one damaged, and six 
North Vietnamese Army killed. The Air Force flew 143 sorties and 
the Navy flew 57, with damage listed as 17 secondary explosions, 20 
road cuts, three trucks destroyed., two guns silenced., 16 secondary 
£ires., one automatic weapons position destroyed., 4l'military structures 
destroyed, and two North Vietnamese Army killed (15 probable). B-54 
ARC LIGHT., flew eight strikes (48 sorties) in the Niagara area. Head­
quarters 3rd Marines reports that strikes on one target produced three large 
secondary explosions. Another target produced continuous secondary 
explosions for two hours after the strike. Four of the ARC LIGHT strikes 
scheduled for February 29 are emergency targets and are less than the 
normal three kilometers from friendly forces. The close-in strikes are 
proving to be most profitable as the enemy has concentrated forces within 
the three kilometer sanctuary. Headquarters 3rd Marines reports that the 
shock waves created by the close-in strikes do not damage structures in 
friendly areas. On the basis of four close-in drops so far., the risk to 
personnel is negligible. 

Air resupply during the period amounted to 252 short tons. 
Medical supplies amounted to three short tons. In addition, 112 passengers 
were landed at Khe Sanh. Air delivery sorties totaled 39 on February 28, 
sixteen C-130 aircraft completed 10 air drops, and six air-landed at the air­
field. One C-123 aircraft landed at the field. Twenty-two Marine helicopters 
delivered passengers and cargo. 

For the next period there are 282 tactical air sorties scheduled in 
support of the Khe Sanh area. There will be seven ARC LIGHT strikes 
(42. sorties) flown in the Niagara area. 

Shortly after noon on February 28., cloud ceilings raised to 2500 feet 
and visibilities improved. Clouds became scattered after 2 :00 PM and 
visibility increased to 10 miles. Low clouds and fog again formed after midnight 
producing ceilings at 1000 feet or less and visibilities of from zero to four miles. 
These persisted through 9:00 A1v1 February 29. The forecast is for continued 
cloudy conditions with fog during the morning hours of February 29 with 
cloudiness decreasing rapidly and visibility improving after noon. Low clouds 
and fog will form after 10:00 PM and persist into the early morning hours of 
March 1. 

---SECREI -
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HERE'dI TH KHE SAtlH •• I. CORPS REPORT: 

•• POOR \¥EATHERJ 

·•• O~LY 99 TOUS DELIVERED; 

·' •• COHSIDERABLE OROUNDBut "OT MAJOR COHTACTS. 

TEXTFOLLO~Si 

THISIS REPORTUUM3ERTUENTY•SEVE~ON THE SITUATION 
IH. IHE KHE SMHI/Dt-lZ AREAAND COVERS THE 24 HOUR PERIOD 
MARCH 1, 1968. 

WEATHERCONOITIO!JSYESTERDAY WEREAT KHE S.:\!JH LESS 
THAN O?TltWM AS PROHIBITIVELYLOW CEILIHGAZJD FOG OCCURRED 
THROCGHMUCHOF THE DAY. ALTHOUGHVISUAL FIXED WltG SUP• 
PORT \:JAS flOT POSSIB!.Et EFFECTI VE RADAR COfnRCL AUD COL3A T 
SKY SPOT SORTIES wiRE Fl.O~rn. RESUPPLY AIRCRAFT OFFLOADED 
OULY 99 SHORT TOMS OF SUPPLIESAND EQUIPMENT•. 

ALTHOUGHFIXED ijlrJ STRIKES ~ERE AFFECTED BY THE 
WEATH!R, ARTILLERY BATT~RIES EX?ErlDED A TOTAL OF 1562 
ROUNDSON KNOWN AND SUSPECTED ENEMYTA~GETS 

1WITHGOOD TARGET COV£HA3:::. THROUGHOUTEHiMY ACTIVITY THE 
•PERIODWAS GZ~lERALLY LIGHT WITH SCATTERED E:JE~lY HIGHT• 
TIME MOVEMENTS DiTECTEDBY ACTIVATED TRIP FLAR~S. SPECIF• 
ICALLY, DURI~G THE PERIOD, ENEMY ACTIVITIESCO~SISTED OF SMALL 
PROBES AND HARR AS SI r:G FIRES. AT 3 :oo.u1 YESTEnDAY, D COri'J>AtiY,
1ST BATTALION, 9TH MARIHES, ~OVZMENT ITSHEARD OUTSIDE 
VIRE; ILLUMIHATION VIETNAMESEWAS FIRED REV!ALltG FOUR NORTH 
RUNHU~ A'dAY. O~E WAS KILLED AS A R!SU1. T OF S,1AU. ARMS FIRE. 
IN A LATE REPORTt AS A RESULT OF THE Et:liNY PROBE AT 
POSITIOJS OCCUPIED BY THE 37TH ARV~ RA~GERS, IM ADDITION 
TO SZVEN EtJEMY KILLED BY RA:lGER ELE;r!~ltS, 60 NORTHVIElSAM£S£ . 
BODIES WERE FOUND TO ARTILLERY AT FIRST LIGHT ATTRIBUTED 
MISSIO~S. AT 8s05PM YESTERDAY, TME MARlNiSOBSERVED 
TROOPSWITHLIGHTS MOVI:~ FI VE KlL0:,1ztERS MORTH'M£StOF 
XHE·SANH. ARTILLERY AND ~ORTAR MISSIONSFIRZOWITHGOOD 
TARGET COVERAGE. 

THE PACE OF ENEMY INCOMl~GSLACXENEOY£STERDAY, 
. __PARALLELH:GENEMYGROUNDACTIVITY, AS A COMPARATIVE 

LOW 157 ROU~DSOF ~lXED-ARtlLLERY,. ROCXET AND ~ORTAR 
ROUNDSFELL DU~I~ THE PERIOD. IUCID£Ntto THEDAY•s 
SHELLI>~, TWO FATALITIES WERE RECO~DED,. WITH INJURlES. 
SUSTAI~ED BY AN ADDITIO~AL 23 MARINES.·A C•123 AIRCRAFT 
VAS DESTROYED WHENSTRUCK MORTARBY INCONIOO ROUNDS. 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 



Al tsUHU~tCU:U 1U:HAl..1.IH1Ut'I::> ALUrR; lt1e UAL, 1!.N~l'll lNC!Ji"Jll'l-6 
. FOl.LO~ED ITS- UORM~L DISTfUBUtlON. TWELVE Rouaos. OF r.JJRTAR • 
FELL Al CAf-lPCARROL'IUFL!CTH:tr lfJJWUES TO ONE. •· 
MARI~£ •. ·s1x· f4QR1AR_ROUNDS Frt:U. -tit. CA LU. A RECOHMAlSSA~i.---

..._lEAMOPEtU,tilXJ 10 KILOt1ETERSSOUTHEASTOF.CAMP.CARROLL • 
'RECEIVED FIVE ROUNDS •. • SIXOF MORTAR ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY 
FELL Ai D0t3 HA. AT A•3 AMOGIO LIHH, SIX AND 34 ROUNDSOF 

. ARTILLERYUERE RECEIVED RESPECTIVELY• THREE MARINES VERE 
IHJUR[D FROM THE 3D BATTALION, 30·.'tlARIUES, POSITlOHED AT A•3~ 
ARVNUNITS AT A•l RECEIVED57 ROUSDSOF ARTILLERY. FINALLY, 
THE30 BATTALION,JST MARitlES Itt OPERATIONNAPOLEON/SALINE,
RECEIVED35 ROUNDSOF MIXED MORTARAND ARTILLERY ROUNDS.· 
DAMAGESATTRIBUTEDTO THE DAY•s SHELLI"G WERE MINIMAL. 

GROUUDCONTACTS QUANGIN NORTHEASTERN TRI PROVINCE 
· ACCELERATED AS 3D BATTALIOM, 1ST t1ARH~£S, WHILE SliEEPHJG 
THROUGH HI THE DAY, MAI XA THI VILLAGE COHTACT THROUGHOUT 

.. · ···UTILIZED TANKS, tJAVAL GUtlFIRE AND AIR STRIKES; AND KILLED 
·36 HORTH WHILE CAPTURING ANDVIETHAMESE FOUR IUDIVIDUAL 
-THREECREWSERVZOWEAPOUS~FRIENDLYCASUALTIES WERE 
-LISTED AS 22 KILLED, 87 VOU~DEOWITH SEVEN MISSING. IN 
LAM SON 187, AN ARV~ BATTALION (1ST BATTALION, 1ST REG• 
IMENT>E~GAGEO FORCESEVEtl KILOMETERS A LARGE E~EMY NORTH• 

· · EAST OF Dom, HA. WHEHco:JTACT BROKE~189 EfJEMY BODIES 
. WERE COUliTED WI TH32 UJDIVI DUAL AUD 14 CREW SERVED 
-WEAPONS LOSSES A~:OUHTED KILLEDCAPTURED. ARVN TO SEVEN 
·AND 24 UOUHDED• 

• AT 1159AM YESTERDAY, s1x·HVA WERE KILLED EIGHT 
. KILOMETERS OF GIO LINH IN THE DMZ BY AN ARTILLERY NORTH 
't4ISSIOJ ~MICH Al.SO CAUSED SIX sico:JDARY EXPLOSIOrJS. 
AT l228PM YESTERDAY, A FORWARD WORKlf~OBSERVER WITH THE 
2D BATTALIOU, 1ST MARIHES, A FIRE MISSION ON 50 CO~DUCTED 
&JORTHVIET?IAMESE ASSEMBLED IN THE OPEN 1000 ~1!TERS SOUTH 

-OF A•3 RESULTit~ IN 20 NORTHVIETNAM!SEKILLED. SEVEN 
. ADDITIOtlAL tJORTH WERE AS AVIEIHAr1ESE KILLED YESTERDAY 
RESULTOF A FIR£ MISSION ON· HORTH IN THEVIETNAMESE 
OPEH THREEKILOMETERS AT4:45PM,SOUTHOFA•3• A 
COMPAf,Y, 3D BATTALIQtj~ 3D MARUlES CAt-1E IN CONTACT WITH 
AN UUK~O~N- FORCE,TWO WEST OF GIO LINK. SIZE ENEMY KILOMETERS 
INITIAL REPORTS IHDICATEON£ MARINE WAS KILLED WITH 
ENE~Y CASUALTIES UNKnOWH. 

THE FOLLOWU;G FROMEQUIPl'1ENTWAS RECOVERED THE 
ENEMYJUNKCAPTUREDAT THE MOUTHOF THE CUA VIET1 
44 INDIVIDUALWEAPONS,3600 ROUNDSOF SMALL A~MS, 210 KILOS 
OF TNT t AtJD 126 ROmJDs OF MIXED AND120 GRENADES, f:'A>RTAR 
AMMUNITION.AT 11100AM A SAMPAN BEACH£DWAS DISCOVERED 
Al CUAVIET SUPPLIES:COMTAIHI~G THE FOl.LOWHJG 112 •. 82r-1PI 
IIJRTAR.ROUNDS,FOUR 75MM RR ROUHDS, 102 • 82~M r,JRTAR FUSES, 
13 INDIVIDUALWEAPONS,630 KILOS OF-TNT, 14 RPG•2 ROUMDS, ANO 
2880 ROUNDS-OFSMALLARMSAMMUNITION.OFF THE DMZ COAST 

•• YESTERDAY, THE USS HULL RECEIVED 12 ROUNDS OF ARTILLERY. 
• TH£ CLOSEST ROUND 12 METERS BOW.LANDED OFF THE STARBOARD 

THEREWAS NO DAMAGE TO THE SHIP. 
FIRE WAS RETURNEDAT THE ENEMY. POSITION SILENCING THE 
ENEMYFIRE. 

THEREWEREFOUR COFRAn MISSIO~S FIRED DURl~~ THE PRESERVATIONCOPY 
PERI-OD, EXPEtJDUJG 54 • ROUMOS, ~NO RESULTISG IN 20 NORTH 

·---------~f~T~,~~SE_. Kill.ED. . . . . --- .. . 
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,· .. :.·:···. · ._· TACTICAL AIR SORTIES -Ui SUPPORTOF KHESAtlH TOTALLED 
-. :_ 219 FOR THE· PERIOD. MARINE AIRCRAFT FLEW 83 SORTIES, PRO• 
•.,~ DUClNG THREE SECONDARY AND THREE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS 

~.FIRES. THE AIR FORCE FLEW 77 SORTIES AUD THE UAVY FLEW 59, 
REPORTU!GOtJE BRIDGE DESTROYED, THREE SEC0?JDARY EXPL0• 
SIONS, 17 SECONDARY FIRES, FOURBU~KERS~ESTROYEDAHO9 

· .. • 13 ROADcuts. SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (~5 SORTIES) WERE FLOWN 
· IN THE tUAGARA AREA. PRELUUNARY BOMB. DAt·U\GE REPORTS 

~.-·-· INDICATE FAVORABLE RESU1.TS. THREE. OF THE STRIKES FLOWN 
:. WERETHE CLOSEST TO DATE TO FRIENDLY FORCES (1.2 KILOMETERS)~ 

AIR RESUPPLY FOR THE REPORTI~G PERIODAt-DUNTEDTO 
99 SHORTtons. HOWEVER,THE FUEL DROP LANDED OUTSIDEOF THE 
DROP ZOU£ AND WAS DESTROYEDBYu.s. FORCES. THERE WAS ONE 
SHORTTOM OF VEHICLES. THIRTY• ~NE REPLACE~ENTSWEREAIR-LAHDED~ 
RESUPPLY SORTIES TOTALLED 14 ON 1 MARCH. SIX C•130 AIRCRAFT 
COMPLETED At THE AIRFIELD. FIVE AIR DROPS AUD OUE LAHDED 
EIGHT C•123 AIRCRAFTALSO LANDED AT THE FIELD. HELICOPTER 
OPERATIOUSijERE PREVEUTED UEA1HER. THE GROUND BY UMFAVORABLE 

• C0NMAtJDERREQU!ISTED THAT AIR DROPS BE CURTAil.ED SO MATERIAL 
RECEIVED DURHiG PRECEDI~G DAYS COULD BE HMmLED. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD, 279 TACTICAL.AIR SORTIES ARE 
SCHEDULED OF KHE SAHM. S£VE~ ARC LIGHT IN SUPPORT A TOTAL 
STRIKES <42 SORTIES> ARE SCHEDULED AREA.FOR THE NIAGARA 

AS INDlCATED,THE WEATHER WORSENED IN THE KHE SAHH 
.AREA. LOW CLOUDS AMD FOG PERSISTED r~STTH~OUGHOUT 
OF THE DAY AT KHE SANH ON I MARCHAS CEILI~GS LOWERED UNTIL 
t.;OOHYESTE:RDAYWITH VISIBILI1IES RESTRICTED FROM OUE•HALF 

·_.. 'TO twoMILES. THE BEST cono1t1ons OF IHE DAY WERE REPORTED 
BETWEENfJ00H AND 3 s00 PM WHEH CEILirJGS RAtlGED: FROM 600 TO 

· • 2000 FEET AHO VISIBILITIES RAtlGED FROM TWO TO SIX MILES. 
CONDITI0HS BEGAN DR0PPU,G RAPIDLY AFTER 3100 PM PRODUCING 
LOW CEILINGS AHD VISIBILITIES DURING THE taGHT AflD EARLY 
ON 2 MARCH TO out-HALF OF 200 TO 500 FEET AND ONE-QUARTER 
MILE~ THEFORECAST FOR THE PERIOD 2 - 3 -1".ARCHIS FOR ·­
CONTINUEDPOOR TO MARGUJAl.CONDITIONSWITH THE BEST WEATHER 

. OCCURRU)3 AFTER J0:00 AM WHEN CEIL1t)3S AND VISIBILITY ARE EXPEC• 
--~·TED TO REACH 1000 FEET AND FOUR MILES. DETERIORATINGCON• 

:--. : DITIONS WILL AGAIN OCCUR AFTER 10100 PM WHEN LOW CLOUDS AtiD 
•• ·-FOG WILL F0R.M AND PERSIST INTO THE MORNING OF 3 MARCH. 

I~ THE KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITIOff SUPPLY POINT ASP> 
·· STATUS AS OF 8100 P.M. MARCH1 IS AS F0l.LOWSs • 

PREVIous· STATUS 
DAYS -SUPPLY 8:00·PM 29 FEB EST 

..... •'. OH HAND (9100 A~ l MAR SVN> 

CLASS I (RATIONS) . 
MEAL, COMBAT,
UIDIVIDUAL 15 13 DAYS 

~ .,....._·.• : . . 8 RATIONS 10 • 10 DAYS 

! 3.DAYS 
- . • le) UAl:S 

.,,_. < ...·8.7 DAYS · I 

Q.ASS Ill 

PRESERVATION 
t

COPY 
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• : (AMMUMITION> 

A~ HIGH EXPLOSIVE 

60•Mr1 r,:0RTAR 44 
Sl•MMMORTAR 24 
90•M:it CTMlK) 92 
4.2" MORTAR 15 
105•MM HO'.IITZER 16 
1~5-t-1?1 HOWITZER 15 

. B~ AUTI•TANK 
_, 

90•M11 HEAT 
6G•MM ROCKET CLAW)
ANTI•TANXMINES CM•15) 
ANTI•TAUK MHlES CM•l9) 
ANTI•TAMK MH~ES CM•21l 
IOS•MM HEAT 
106•MMRECOILLESSRIFLE CHEP-T) 
106•t~!M BEEHIVE 
3.s• ROCKET. 
90•MM AP•T 

DAYS SUPPLY 
ON HAND 

Q.ASS V (C0FRAM>
105•MM HOWITZ[R· 5 
155-MM HOWITZER 5 
40•MM GREtJADE LAUUCHER 5 
HANDGRENADES 10 

2. ON 1 MARCHKHE SANK WAS RESUPPLIED WITH 99 TONS AS 
FOLLO~S: 

CLASS. I 
CLASS II 
CLASS III 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
CLASS.VII 

29 T0HS 
2 TONS 

16 TONS 
8 TONS 

43 TONS 
I TON 

44 DAYS 
19 DAYS 
92 DAYS 
31 DAYS 
16 DAYS 
15 DAYS .. 

R0UUDS or~HAtm 
1,0;9 
2,343 

168 
658 

0 
154 
706 
909 
946 
329 

PRZVIOUSSTATUS 
saoo PM 29 F~B EST 
(9100 AN I MAR SVtt) 

5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 
5 DAYS 

10 DAYS 

DTG1 021445Z MAR 68 

- ....-._.' ._. ..... ---- ,. 

2ee1&El 
• - - -- ..- -·----

-
·-- -- - . -- -· 

CI!Et CVb80€S~ • '~ 
10 : • !H! bti£8 l Dr:~1:, •. 
t~owi ~vr1 eoa10A 

D£ i~li· ~12 
00 ~!Eil 

...... PRESERVATIONCOPY 



1WZ009 
00 WTE16 
DE WTE 955 

FROM: WHITE HOUSS SITUATION ROOM CH4YDEN) 
TO : THE PRESIDENT DECLASSIFIEDCITE: CAP80639 

Authority OSD JetterJAN3 • 19JS 
SiSR!T --... ..........."lT~-. NARf\ n~te - s- 77 
TEXT OF GENERAL WESTMORLAND'S 

By d~. ' :i 
REPORT. 

• THIS IS REPORT NUMBER TWENTY-EIGHTON TH£ SITUATION 
IN THE KHE SANH/DMZ AREAAND COVERSTHE24 _HOUR PERIOD. 
2 MARCH19 68 

FOR THE SECOND SUCCESSIVE DAY, ENEMY ACTIVITY AT KHE 
SANH WAS LIMITED TO SMALL PROBES AND COMPARATIVELY LIGHT 
INCOMING. CLOUDY SKIES WITH LOW CEILING LIMITED FIXED WING 
SUPPORTTHROUGHOUT AND EVENING. ANMOST OF THE MORNING 
AFTERNOONBREAK IN THE WEATHER PERMITTEDLIMITED SUPPORT. 
WHILE FIXED WI~G SUPPORT WAS AFFECTED BY THE WEATHER, 
FIRE SUPPORT £LEMENTS EXPE~DED3099 ROUNDSOF MIXED ARTIL­
LERY AND MORTAR EARf~ARKED A ND SUSPECTED FOR KNOWN ENEMY 
POSI TIO :JS . 0 F THE MI S SI O NS F IRED , 3 2 PER CE NT 1.JERE: 0 8 SER VE D . 
RESUPPLYAIRCRAFTWEREABLE TO LAND, OFFLOAD 192.5 SHORT 

- TONS OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT AND TAKE OFF WITHOUT ENEMY 
INTERFERENCE.GENERALLY,THE PACE OF THE ACTION YESTERDAY 
WAS SLOW WITH NO MATERIALENEMYEFFECTOJ FRIE~DLY 
ACTIVITIES. ENEMYGROUNDACTIVITY WAS LIGHT. A FEW SCAT­
TERED NVA WERE SPOTTED IN THE OPEN DURING THE DAY. 81M~ 
MORTAR MI S S IO ~, S WSR E FI RED W I T H U ND ET ER MI NED R ES UL TS . A ;~ 
OPERATIONOF THE 2~0 BATTALION, 26TH MARINES 03S~RV~D 13 
SECONDARYEXPLOSIONSCAUSEDBY AIR ·STRIKES FIVE KILOM[TERS 
NORTHWEST SIGHTED 6-t,.8 ROCKET OF' KHE SANH. AN AIR OBSSRVER 
POSITIONS FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTH OF KH~ SANH; HE ALSO 
SPOTTEDTRAIL, BUNKERA~D LIVING AREA 10 KILO~STERS SOUTH 
OF 'KHE SANH. SUPPORTING ARMS WERE FIRED ~ITH UNDETERMI~~D 
RESULTS. AN OPERATION FRO~ THE 2D BATTALION, 26TH M~RINES 
OBSERVED 18 SECONDARY RESULTINGEXPLOSIONS FROM A;J AIR 
STRIKE FIVE .KILOMETERS NORTHWESTOF KHE SANH. TWO MARI~ES 
WERi WOUNDED FROM THE 1ST AMTRAC BATTALIONWHEN.13·ROUNDS 
OF l~~MM ARTILLERY FELL AT CUA VIET. GROUNDCONTACTSWER£ 
LIMITED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. IN ONE SIGNIFICANT ENCOUNTER, 
A "KILLER TE.:A M" 0 F THE 1 ST BA TTAL IOi'i 4 TH MARINES ENGA3~D 
A SMALL ENE~Y FORCE, FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTHEASTOF CON THIEN, 
AND KILLED 10 NVAWHILE SUSTAIJINGNO 1RIENDLY CASUALTI2S~ 
IN THE ·vICI~ITY OF MAI XA THI VILLAR, FINAL SWEEPING OPER­
ATIONS BY THE 3D BATTALION, 1ST MARINESUNCOVERE0.45NVA BODIES 
YESTERDAYWHICH HAD tJOT BEE~ PREVIOUSLY .REPORTED.THIS 
CONTACT NOWTOTALS81 NVA KILLEDWITH THREE POW" S ·AND EIGHT 
INDI.VIDUAL WEAPONSCAPTURED. 'ANOTHERCUA VI£T TO DOt~G HA· 

_CONVOYWAS F!R£0 UPON YESTERDAY IN TH~ VICINITY OF ITS 
• DESTI:lATION.~1;·JQR DA:1AGEWAS CAUSED FROM THE FOUR OR 

FIVE RECOILLESS RIFLE. ROUNDS RECSIVED. GUN SHIPS IN THE A~EA 
RE~DERt:D ·SUPPORT. 

https://UNCOVERE0.45


ONE COFRAM MISSION OF 1~ ROUNDSWAS FIRED 
AS PART OF 

·NIGHT DEFENSS FIRES FOR THE 37TH ARVN· RANGERB!\TTALIONAT 
KHE SANH, WITH UNDETERMINED RESULTS. 

A TOTAL OF 296 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE FLOWN DURING 
tHE P£RIOD IN SUPPORT OF THE KHE SANH AREA. MARINE AIRCRAFT 
FLEW 89 SORTIES; THE USAF FLEW 127 SORTIES; THE NAVY FLEW 80 
SORTIES. BOM3 DAMAGE INCLUDED24 SECONDARYEXPLOSIONS, 
SIX SECONDARYFIRES, 20 ROAD CUTS, 11 FORD CUTS, TWO BUNKERS 
DESTROYED,AND 12 ENEMYKILLED. SEVEN ARC LIGHT STRIKES 
(42 SORTIES> WERE SCHEDULED AND FLOWN IN THE NIAGARA AREA. 

FOR THE NEXT PERIOD A TOTAL OF ~84 TACTICAL AIR 
SORTIES WILL 3E FLOWNIN THE KHE SP.NH AREA. THE MARIN~S 
PLAN44 SORTI~S; THE USAF WILL FLY 14~ SORTIES; THE NAVY 
PLANS 100 SORTIES. THE MARI~ES WILL HAVE 16 AIRCRAFT 0~ CALL, 
AND THE USAF WILL RESERVE 120. SORTIES FOR KHE SANH. S~VEN 
ARC LIGHT STRIKES (42 SORTIES) ARE: SCHEDULED FOR THE _NIAGARA AR2:A. 

. • THE MORNING OF 2 ~ARCH AT KHE SANH WAS CLOUDY WITH 
LIGHT DRIZZLE AND FOG. DURING THE AFTERNOON THE WEATHER 
CONDITIONSIMPROVEDWITH THE CLOUD CEILING AT 2500 FEET AND 
GOOD VISIBILITY. BY 6:00 AM THE FOG FORMED AND VISIBILITY WAS 
REDUCEDTO ON~-QUARTER MILE BY 11 :00 A~. THl REMAINDlR 
OF THE EARLY MORNING HOURS REM~INED CLOUDY WITH OCCASIO~AL 
DRIZZLE ~ND FOG RESTRICTING VISI3ILITY TO ONE-HALF ~ILE OR LESS.· 
THE FORECAST FOR THE NEXT 24 HOURS IS FOR LITTLE CHANGE 
WITH FOG PERSISTING UNTIL 1:00 A~ 3 MARCH. FROM 1:00 AM 

. TO 8:00 AM VISIBILITY WILL REMAIN GOOD AND THE CLOUD CEILING IS 
FORECAST TO BE 2000 FEET. A.FTER8:;iJ0 AM FOG WILL FORM ~.ND REM~IN 
THROUGHTHE EARLY MORNING REDUCINGVISI~ILITIES TO ABOUT ONE-QUARTER 
MILE .. AFTER1: 00 AM. 

THE.KHE SANH DUMP AND AMMUNITION SUPPLY POINT (ASP) 
ST A TU S A S OF THE A 8 0 VE T I MS I S A S FOLLOWS : 

PREVIOUS STA TtJS 
DAYS SUPPLY 8:~2 PM 1 ~AR EST 

ON HAND (9: 00 AM .2 :1AR SV:D 

CL A S S I • CRAT IO NS) 
MEAL,. CO:1BAT, 

INDIVIDUAL 
8 RATIONS 

15 
9 

15 
10 

DAYS 
DAYS 

CLASS III CFUEL> 
AVIATION GAS CAVGAS) 

. JP-4 FUEL (J~T FUEL)
MOTORGASOLINE (~OGAS) 
DIESEL 

3 
8.3 
9.3 

10 

3 DAYS 
8.3 YS 
9 .3 DAYS 

10 DAYS 



CLASS V ( A~, MU NIT IO N > 

A • HI G H E XP LO S I VE 

60- rflM MORTAR 
8 1 - MM MORT AR 
93-Mt1 (TANK> 
4 • 2.. MO RT AR 
105-~M HOWITZER 

-155-MM HOWITZER 

. 44 
24 
92 
47 
14 
16 

44 
24 
92 

•. 15 
16 
15 

DAYS 
DAYS 
DAYS 
~.~ YS 
DAYS 
DAYS 

B. ANTI-TA~lK 

ROUNDS ON HANO 

9 0- 1ilM HEAT 
66-MM ROCKETCLAW) 
ANT I - TA N K M HJ ES ( M- 1 5 ) 
ANTI-TANK MINES .CM-19) 
A NT I - I A N K MI NE S CM-2 1) 
106~ MM HEAT 
106- MM RECOIL LESS RIFLE 
106- MM BEEHIVE 
3.5" ROCK~T 
90- MM· AP-T 

<HEP- T> 

1,059 
3,313 

158 
€68 

0 
154 
706 
909 

1,306 
329 

CLASS V CCOFRAM> 
105- MM HOWITZER s 
155- MM HOl.HTZER TS S 
40-MM GRENADE LAUNCHER . s 
HAND GRENADES 13 

S DAYS 
5; $-6 
5 DAYS 
10 DAYS 

ON 2 MARCH KHE SAtJH WAS RESUPPLIED 
FOLLOWS: 

WITH 192,.5 TONS AS 

CLASS I 
CLASS IV 
CLASS V 
CLASS VIII 

39 TO NS 
64.S TONS 
87 .5 TONS 

l. S TO NS 

DTG: 03/14162 MAR 68 
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. . . 
' ·: THREE COFRA!-·1 r:asstONS i;JERZ FIRED EX?£!"D!~:i3 -~9 -~ou:~os, ·' ...... • -­

. ANO KltJ.H.3. ~ ENEMY• 
....., . 

• THE~E tltRE A IOT1\l. OF 27S -TAC.TiCtiL AIR SOR'i'IES FLO·~~~ . ... 
t, •• IN SUPP~Rt OF. K~t- SAjH AREA• l HE. M.4Rl\JES-FL£•~ ·1...I· SOf{tlZS, • . ·,. • ' • • WITH 30:B 0A.1AG£ R ... POi?TEO AS O:~E 3c.Co.~· :~RY ZX?LOSIOf, IWO . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, March 5, 1968 
8:25 P.M. 

,-)~p· 
Mr. President: 

Mr. Ros tow has been informed of 
the attached and instructed it be sent 
to you. 

White House 
Situation Room 

,•. 

• \ 
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, L{ ./ ! l t...,_,~~-i, WA$HINGTON, D. C.'20301 / • • • •. • 

-~·~J,, CM-3088-68 .,, : J( . I i::1 

..::·.::::::~u\:::p:::c:1::l·::n:::: • tJ ;·:;!Irp::::::::tion Westmoreland 

-: •• ,_'._ • 1, I talked to General Westmoreland on the secure tele-' 'j ·_; ~i f::fl{ 
-· • phone at 1840 hours this date. He had no specific items to ' ·:., l, ,~-i:, 

report other than those appearing in your _operational/intelli~ 
l 

·: : • 
•• 

. I' !'!+~ 
gence daily_ summary. However, he made several comments which • ; • •• : . _J::r 
I think you will find or interest: ~-:. .- , ., .. 

• :· •• , ·1 f ~ 
: • : :r,:.,:.· • r~'J.f-:' 

. . ; a. He and· General Vien, Chier or the South Vietnamese • :' ·;: :hi-
J 01nkti Oentei,athl ~ta t1·r'th ave bdeen trfave ling arthouAndRVtNhe tryside,, : :~. .. ·hicdouun 
1oo ng a e s1 ua 1on an con err 1ng w1 an__ •6 . • .. ~ ,. 
commanders. He stated t:;hat morale fs crood and everyone is be.:.. : . • •• • • J:-Jt.i • 

1 6 

having \ ~ ::a:: ::: ::::i:e::s::::e_::m in Saigon, he liken~d; • t{ .tit: 
the present situation to the Battle of the Bulge; namely, a i 0i~ 
maximum effo1"t by the enemy which he could not sustain. General :- ,.,,..f 
Westmo1.,eland told me t~at the enemy appears to ha.ve lost· . . • i •. J,.•: .. .f:f: 
momentum in many areas; they tend to utilize standoff fil"e against ....~ .;....i.• 

· f2.,iendly forces and installations rather than attaclcing them·•·· -:t !·:.-: • 

as they did in early and mid-February. • ·};fi~I::,m: 
• c. General Westmorela.nd' s logistical situation in 1,.,: .. . : i-)!ii· 

...: northe_rn I Corps is improving steadily., He is thinking of ... , .,: ... 
_establishing the Provisional Corps in that area under • ' • ·:· :• ,~: ,.. 

::Y t::r::::1::a:/~:::::1· '~: ... · • Lieut::an:i:::::a:m::;::: Westmorelan'd,' ~/;: •• lit 
·:. :•,, . analogy to. the Battle of the Bulge, I believe it 1s still too ,:r• '-': • • .• V'!'

1. early to forecast with any great precision the extent to which_~--~·,:-~.-· :!;~---:.. 
• : • the enemy can and will resume a heightened ground effort, . J.!.': .. 1··.t ~~ _ 

Intelligence indicators st1•ongly support the thesis that the ~:;~·~-: ( . ~-.~.\ 
enemy is preparing for a ma..1or effort in the Hue/Phu Bai area. ~ 1~ ·: :t=.-~-
Mo11 eover I the enemy has the capability to renew attacks against{_?·.·~~·-'-: • f~-l·_ 
Da Nang and in the central highlands. In other words J despite~:::\\·,·.··. !~'!:· 
v.ery heavy losses, I think the enemy still has unexpended re-:·_-''\"·_ •• •!.. .t~ 
sour·ces ~hich he can throw at us. This is not to say that I I ,-: • :?~f·:·~. s_,"J 

·_.J am not delighted at the ·slackcm1ng in enemy acti~ity; it ind;~.~-~];"'·}.. ': f~'t: 
i -~ • • cates, I think, that he is having logistical and personne~ ·_~ ...::-!.:.;:j··. ,4-t 
•. : . problems and his plans are be1no-.d1s1'upted by our air and . ,r . .-it.~~-.?_ • !~~, 
.. ~=- ,ground attacks. 

0 

~ • t.:. •·t·.:.:t~·t:, )j-,:J,,. • . . d.W~ ·•c•;.·... ···f••,:_,_. • • • . .; -• • • • • ::--,.· 

• • •• . • DECLt\SSIFIED ' ·;_::J·~·:":iii':··: ••• fI t 

0 

'.Authorit; ~es10-3-7/'~ EARLE o. W~EELER ; :· •.i:~l~t:;·,i~~;.,: 
;.•. . By, dd{V • NARS Da~J-/ 6-72 C_hairman . :; ;!';",'~.:- : .J --. _ 
~ ' ' . Joint Chiefs or Starr • ;~4-.::d.~. .l •·J-+l: 

- •• - ~ID.I, - - ~- ..J •• to~i~ ,~<·.-.·.!:;: 1H·. ::.i§dB. OJIG? :: • _ Ji~;P~~·:-···!. . . ·.tfr. ~~ . t 
J ... ~ . • ,,= ! :·. ~(· {·t,i f'~J:.: 

,.. .., ... , ..... :·-.•.• : . • f·.~!·,··:· ... 

•• . ·~-~~··.:.,;;~; ~-~ : •... •. ·..:--:.l ·- ___ •• ...... • • • ··~·- ~.~~•..,.·• '''''it'~"'t«. l)ijirJ;rcj~4. \;.;~.... , ....................... 
• -· -·--·-·· ..--..:~.!:...::l~-:J .....~ r 1··-.•~--
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INFORMATION 

...... THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

--::SFtRE'f 
•• J 

> • 

Thursday, March 7, 1968 -- 9:30 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh yesterday: 

good weather; 

..__ 217 tons delivered; 

2367 rounds fired; 

antiaircraft fire heavier, bringing 
down the C-123; 

I , 

343 tactical air sorties to good effect; 

42 B-52 sorties. 

\lt~Rostow 

DECLA~SIF p 

-Authority OS~ /t:J _/ F- ?cf/~ 

By-,;;;........__,_~_ 'ARS, De.te ..S-/.{..:?;;f 

I 
• 
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Thursday, March 7, 1968, 9:50 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-two on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 6, 1968. 

Qle-a:r :skies -~t Khe s·anlithrot°fghbti'"f~:;~t" o-l the:perio·a~-<t 
P!.E...vic.!.~d~pptimum flying conditions for fixed and rotary wing afr.craft. 
Logistical and supporting arms efforts were improved throughout the 
area of operation. A total of 217 short· to~s/of_ supplies and equipment 
were offloaded during the pe~iod. • Fire s"'{i.pport elements expended a 
total 0£3J!ll.:..i:_?,l!~9.:s~~ -mixed mortar and artillery. 

Enemy anti-air resistance was heavy yesterday as 13 Marine air­
craft were fired on with three rece~ving hits. At 2:00 PM., a_C-12_3-with 
47 passengers and crew members aboard., received fire on let-down for 
Khe Sanh, attempted to leave the area, and cr_ashe.51 eight miles east of 
Khe Sanh. Search parties report no signs of life at the scene. 

Enemy artillery., rocket and mortar rounds totaled 115 throughout 
the period. Eighteen Marines were wounded. An incoming rocket struck 
a parked C-123 aircraft. No injuries were caused., the plane sustained limited 
damage. Two other aircraft were reported down yesterday. A helicopter 
was downed by hostile fire while hovering over a position in Ashau Valley. 
Five of the 11 people aboard have been rescued so far. An Air Force F-105 
crashed in Laos yesterday. The pilot ejected safely, and was recovered. 

Along the demilitarized zone, enemy activity centered on 
Operation Kentucky. Elements positioned at C-2 and C-3 received five 
and 39 rounds of artillery respectively. Five Marines were injured at C-2., 
no materiel damage was reported. Con Thien received 15 artillery rounds 
and eight rounds of mortar, with no casualties or damage reported. At 
A-3., elements of the 3rd Marines received nine artillery rounds. Other 3rd 
Marine elements northwest of Dong Ha received 30 rounds of rocket and 15 
mortar rounds with no casualties or damage reported. Dong Ha combat base 
in late afternoon received 10 rounds of artillery resulting in two wounded. 

Sli:CR:i:T 
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Near Camp Carroll, elements of the 9th Marines received 12 mortar 
rounds, injuring five Marines. 

G~ ~"~tiW,y!fu)iorth~_~n Qu _ang_-Tri· ~Pl;ovµice~wis··---s1gnificant .. 
In a sharp contact five kilometers northeast of Con Thien, two companies 
of the 3rd Marines engaged an unknown size enemy force. Eighty:;:pneA 
!'{orth...-Yi~tn~ef?e~~my--were killed. -Friendly casualties were 14 killed, 
2<fwounded. South of the Cua Viet river, a battalion of the 4th Marines.in 
night defensive positions fired on 15 North Vietnamese Army in the open. 
A search at first light revealed lL~I?--~IA.Y bodi~s and seven individual weapons. 
South of the Cua Viet, an artillery mission fired on troops in the open 
killed four enemy. 

Marine aircraft flew 142 tactical air sorties in support of Khe 
Sanh, the Air Force .flew 122, and the Navy 79, for a total of 343 sorties. 
Bomb damage included 87 secondary explosions, 27 secondary fires, 30 
bunkers destroyed, 17 enemy killed, one rocket position damaged, 29 road 
cuts, three trucks destroyed, and 100 meters of trench destroyed. Seven 
ARC LIGHT strikes (42 ~orties) were flown. T)Yenty. secondary explo·sions 
were reported from three of the seven strikes. The B-52 effort was 
concentrated on targets beyond three kilometers from the Khe Sanh perimeter. 
Only one strike was flown on a close-in target. 

During the period 217 short tons of supplies and 85 passengers 
were flown into Khe Sanh. Thirty-nine resupply sorties were flown on 
March 6. Nine C-130's and three C-123's completed air drops, three C-123's 
landed, and 24 helicopters delivered passengers and cargo. 

For the next period, 270 sorties are scheduled to support K.he 
Sanh. Seven ARC LIGHT strikes (42 sorties} are scheduled. 

SiECft!:T 
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.1.1~FORMA TION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
. . . 

~ 
'r 

Frid?-y, March 8, 1968 -- 9:05 a. m • 

. Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh: 

a second consecutive good weather 

,_... day; 

3204 rounds friendly artillery; 

95 enemy; 

321 sorties; 42 B-52 1 s; 

221 tons delivered; 

r __ . 5 U.S. wounded • 

..... 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority O.SLJ //'} ·-/E--?. 

By d..# 
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Friday, March 8, 19~8, 8:45 AM 

.. -

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-three on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 7, 1968. 

Exc~llent flying conditions c_ontinued at Khe Sanh for. the. 
~~con,d consecutive day., with seven mile visibility. High ceilings and 
broken .clouds favored fixed and rotary wing aircraft support. Fire 
support elements., suppressing enemy firing positions and firing on 
targets of opportunity, expen_ded a .total of 3204 rounds of mixed artillery 
~~ mortar with excellent target coverage reported. Enemy anti-air 
incidents continued yesterday with eight_ aircra~t fired on and two receiving 

.,.-hits. - ·- --

Ene;ny activity was comparatively light at Khe Sanh. }1:11:,emy 
incoming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds comprised most of the 
enemy activity. A total of 95 rounds of mixed incoming fell during the 
24-hour period, causing inju~ies to five Marines, four of whom required 
evacuation. As a result of a rocket round impacting on the airstrip, the 
rumy~y was temporarily ~losed to fixed wing aircraft. Repairs were 
completed by 9:00 AM. At 1:45 PM, an air observer spotted several North 
Vietnamese Army in bunkers and trenches 17 kilometers north of K.he Sanh. 
A controlled air strike succeeded in killing five North Vietnamese Army. 

Elsewhere within northern Quang Tri Province enemy incoming 
slackened somewhat, but ground activity increased. A total of 10 rounds of 
mortar fell near Camp Carroll during the period, causing injuries to five. 
At 11:00 AM yesterday, the Marines in Napoleon/Saline received 12 rounds 
of artillery, resulting in two killed and six wounded and evacuated. At 
8:30 AM: this morning., the Dong Ha combat base received 80 rounds of mixed 
rocket and artillery resulting in 13 killed and 26 wounded. 

Significant ground contacts were recorded yesterday in northern 
I Corps as the Marines., working in conjunction with ARYN elements, made 

SlkCR.ET 
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contact with an estimated three co1npany size enemy force, 4 1/2 
kilometers north of Dong Ha. Contact continued until 7:00 PM 
with artillery and air strikes being employed. ln.iti~l ~c!sualty -
arp.~unted to 115 killed. Initial'\casualty figures are two killed and 7 6 wounded. 

-- - • 1-·,,c 1',(,f j 'J 

In a sim.ilar all day contact., the Marines engaged an 
unknown size enemy force on the south bank of the Cua Viet river. 
Preliminary friendly casualties are 13 killed and 48 wounded. Ener:iy 
casualties are unknown. Fifteen North Vietnamese Army bodies were 

. discovered in what appears to have been an enemy first aid shelter just 
north of the Cua Viet river. 

At 10:10 .A.11yesterday., the Marines fired 23 rounds of mortar 
on aknown enemy firing position 1500 meters north of Con Thien., and 
observed three secondary explosions. An air observer spotted an enemy 
active mortar position with North Vietnamese Army occupying trenches 
and bunkers., 1 1/2 ki19meters northeast of Con Thien, A controlled air 
strike on the position resulted in 13 North Vietnamese Army killed. The 
mortar position was destroyed along with 200 meters of trench line . 
.Another air observer controlled air strike four kilometers north of Camp 
Carroll destroyed two mortars and killed three North Vietnamese Army. 
At 3 :10 PM, an air observer adjusted a fire mission on enemy mortar 
positions., at approximately the same location., resulting in the complete 
destruction of the mortar positions and the killing of four North Vietnamese 
Army. 

One COFRAM mission was fired expending ten rounds with 
undetermined results. 

Marine aircraft flew 134 sorties in support of Khe Sanh., the 
Air Force flew 117., and the Navy 70 for a total of 321 sorties. Bomb ~damage 
included four gun positions destro_yed., 13 secondary explosions, 28 
secondary fires., 35 bunkers destroyed, 21 structures destroyed, one mortar 
position destroyed., six road cuts., and one armored vehicle damaged. Seven 
~.SLiq-1\T strikes comprising 42 sorties were flown. Two of the strikes 
were against close-in targets. From the previous period additional bomb 
damage includes 14 secondary explosions., 100 foxholes destroyed, and several 
trench lines destroyed. 

SECRE'f 
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During the period 221. 5 short tons of supplies and 21 
passengers were flown into Khe Sanh. Fifty-three resupply sorties 
were flown on March 7. C-130's flew 11 air drops, 42 helicopters 
air-landed. 

For the next 24 hours 268 tactical air sorties are scheduled 
to support Khe Sanh. Three ARC LIGHT strikes., 18 sorties, are 
scheduled. The remainder of the force will hit targets in Thua Thien 
against suspected enemy concentrations. Howeve·r, the scheduled Thua 
Thien strikes can be diverted to the Khe Sanh area on two hours notice. 

The weather forecast for Khe Sanh is for continued good 
~~~l~f~~ty fi:_ol_!l la~e morning on March 8 with skies clear to scattered. 

- SECRE'i? 
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DECLASSIFIED 
0S0 fetterJAN 3 n1Authority -------------•:-17 unday, March 10, 1968 

By /~ , NARS, Date lo- ;).S°-?7 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report number thirty-five on the 
situation in the Khe Sanh/ DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending 8: 00 PM, 
March 9. 

Favorable weather conditions prevailed at Khe Sanh during most of the period. 
Low ceilings lifted by noon, providing improved conditions for air support. 
Fire support elements expended 2, 277 rounds of mixed artillery and mortar 
with excellent target coverage reported. There were only three anti-air 
incidents reported. 

During the period, enemy action consisted mostly of shelling the Khe Sanh 
positions. Ground activity was light. During the day 250 rounds of mixed 
mortar, rocket and artillery fell at Khe Sanh and surrounding areas. In-
juries attributed to the shelling were two killed and 15 wounded (four evacuated). 
A helicopter parked at Khe Sanh received 50 shrapnel holes causing substantial 
damage to the aircraft and minor injuries to two crew members. 

At noon an air observer controlled air strikes on 14 North Vietnamese soldiers 
in the open southeast of Khe Sanh,resulted in seven enemy killed. About 
two-hours later an enemy bunker complex was detected 300 meters south of 
Khe Sanh. An air observer controlled air strike accounted for five enemy 
killed and the destruction of one bunker. At 6: 00 PM elements from the 26th 
Marines spotted four enemy digging a trench four miles northeast of Hill 881. 
An 81mm mortar mission, followed by a fixed wing napalm strike accounted for 
four killed and five secondary explosions. One AR VN Ranger was killed 
and one wounded yesterday by sniper fire. Fire was returned with undetermined 
results. 

At installations bordering the DMZ, enemy activity was confined mostly to in­
coming artillery, rocket and mortar rounds. Six Marines ·were wounded at 
Camp Carroll as 13 mortar rounds fell during the period. Yesterday evening 
twelve 140mm rocket rounds struck at Dong Ha injuring nine., one of whom 
required evacuation. 

Ground contacts in northern Quang Tri Province during the reporting period 
were comparatively light. Yesterday afternoon elements from the 9th Marines 
spotted seven enemy running east from a position three miles south~est of 
Camp Carroll. In trying to overtake the seven, the friendly unit came under 
fire by 60-70 ene~y. Artillery and !ixed wing. ?trikes were called .. Two enemy 
were confirmed killed. Enemy was observed departing the area carrying 
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additional casualties. There was no enemy activity reported in Operation 
Napoleon/Saline and friendly units continued security operations north_.and 
south of the Cua Viet River without contact. 

Marine aircraft flew 101 tactical air sorties in support of Khe Sanh, the Air 
Force flew 131 and the Navy 117, for a_ total of 349 sorties. Bomb damage 
included four trucks destroyed, 2 7 road cuts, 17 bt~nkers destroyed, 22 enemy 
killed, 37 secondary fires, three automatic weapons positions destroyed, 
270 meters of trench destroyed and over 60 secondary explosions. Numerous 
secondary fires and explosions resulted from strikes on a storage area 20 
miles east of Tchepone, Laos. Twenty-six sorties hit the target with ex­
plosions still going off as the forward air controller left the area. 

There were five ARC LIGHT strikes (29 sorties) during the period. Nine 
secon~ary explosions were reported. Four strikes were against close-in 
targets from 2, 200 to 1, 100 meters from friendly troops. 

During the period 170. 5 short tons of supplies and 116 passengers were flown into 
Khe Sanh. Thirty-eight resupply missions were flown on March 9. C-130 1s 
flew eight air drops and three lapes. Three C-123's and 24 Marine helicopters 
landed at the field. 

For the next 24-hours, 307 tactical air sorties are scheduled to support Khe 
Sanh. The Marine~ plan 88, the Navy 100 and the Air Force 119. In addition 
the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties on call. Seven Arc Light strikes 
(43 sorties) are scheduled. 

The weather for March 10 for Khe Sanh is holding well with improving con­
ditions during daylight after night restricted visibility. By 2: 00 PM ceilings 
should be 3, 000 feet with visibility to seven miles. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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Monday, March 11, 1968 -- 9:45 a. m. 

Mr. President: 

Khe Sanh-DMZ: 
·., 

weather less good; 

enemy fired 250 rounds; I' 

17 8 tons delivered; 

328 so~ties plus 36 B-52 1 s; 

our supply base at Cua Viet, at eastern 
end of DM2.. hit quite badly by lucky 
enemy round; 

major successful further ARYN fire fight 
at Dong Ha, 102 enemy killed, 7 captured. 

_...,, 

DECLASSIFIED 

. Authority ?>.SA!) /t0-/t:/'-- 7/? 
1 

By +d:ef>_,NARf, Dnte.;?-/b ~·?-( 
a;:g.Ji1Q?Els. • 

I
• • I 

I 
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Monday, March 11, 1968, 8:45 AM 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-six on the situation in the 
Khe Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of Ma.rch 10, 1968. 

Low ceilings and drizzle prevailed at Khe Sanh through most 
of the reporting period, with a consequent decline in the number of air 
strikes flown. Light enemy anti-air incidents were recorded as only two 
aircraft were fired on with minor damage reported to one. Enemy activity • 
was confined to incoming mortar., artillery and rocket rounds wi&~:Z:50.....,.~;lt_ 

~~~~'-:qf,W~~or_g~ .. f?J!!!l..&2-~~-till&.l!.?-~, d~y ,~ Two Marines were killed 
and 15 wounded, four of whom required medical evacuation. 

No significant ground contacts were reported. Enemy activities 
at other installations in northern Quang Tri paralleled activity at Khe Sanh. 
No ground contacts were reported by Marine units. However, enemy 
shelling was damaging. The day's incoming included 10 rounds of artillery 
falling at A-3. Camp Carroll received 10 mortar rounds. No casualties 
or damage was reported in either instance. Several artillery rounds fell 
at positions occupied by the 4th Marines at C-3, with no damage or casualties 
reported. 

Beginning at 7:30 AM on March 10, the Dong Ha combat base 
received 70 rounds of rocket and 82 rounds of mixed mortar ancl artillery 
resulting in three killed and 14 wounded, with seven evacuees. A1:!f:..l10~{) 

---.:1.~~.fi.~~!l~~=~ ~t!hJtl~9.iP.g"JJ_~yt~ ~amp on the Cua Vi~!~-'1 
~e..rol.\-n(t:~;-uck~a..drum 

... _..,........_-.-"."""-· --:--............ .,....._......... .,._,__ ..... 

of fuel, 
- -· •• 

spread
~ •• 

into 
- .. 

th~. fl:lel f~;_~";causing·~--seconda-ry 
""--~ ~ ~~!a;:~. 

f;t:P-e-~e-fire&~subsequentlrset off.s.eve:ra.l::round~.-,of ~u¢.tion~--:-:.E;ighty·- • ....... 
~,re-·,2zr<!~~=~~.:-~~~-r ~~~ as. -:reported de_~.~.!,~ye~-:_. ..P.am.~.g~~,jJ;tcluqe_d de st:ru-ctiort-l'O, 

~fJ'i~~trucks; :·sex~~~l;J:tuil~g ~!.__~~-f~e r tanks~~ one -a:rtil.1¢.~X.9: we~i>.oti:;-;~re,e,,--~­
s_ommg~tio~a;::'°ne--·erane-;~thre-e-for :re-lifts ,.,·ancrag,iarctto vie~- ·-The-'"· - -

~ladder=~.:wa:S-::iepoitect:33:-:pe'.r cent.--.d"~_str~eyet[,:::1nftla·i~casualti.~.;":l'te~ 
racorde..fl..a.~l-l~and,::Z:S..:.\vliun,d~d;~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority OSD letter JAN3 1979 

,,;1~J; Q t -~S- 7'jBy _--=tr•,-··•, NAR.,; Date,~ii,ljll!lilil:r::!11!!!9' 

SECRE'f -
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AR VN operations in northern Quang Tri Province 
included a large contact north of Dong Ha. In Operation Lamson 193, 
elements of the 2nd AR VN Regiment engaged a large size enemy force. 
Fighting continued throughout the day. Friendly casualty figures were ..,~,.. 
recorded as three killed, 37 wounded. • A to!~t 41.:Wkenemj;~..laiied~a, 
w~~.l9-in':lividu~~D.~.Jive_~,:~w- ~.e-t-vedw_eag~~$.'Sa;e~~!£~9.-•.~,t!l.~:v:eil.Nortli:~.. 
~~S~-~m~se &.P1¥-pnsoners ·w-ere-'captured. . -

Marine aircraft flew 80 tactical air sorties in support of 
Khe Sanh, the Air Force flew 141, and the Navy 107 for a total o.U ... ?~:i:q~g~~"! 
Bomb damage includes two trucks destroyed, 42 road cuts, 14 secondary 
explosions. 43 secondary fires, three bunkers and 140 meters of trench destroyed, 
13 enemy killed, seven gun positions destroyed, and 14 structures destroyed. 
There were six ARC LIGHT strikes (~:or.tre.s:}:Jtcheduled into the Niagara area, 
however, four aircraft went to secondary targets due to targetting equipment 
and aircraft malfunctions. Three strikes in the Niagara area were 
classified as close-in targets, ranging from 1300 - 1800 meters from friendly 
forces. 

During the p e ri o da.. ..178'; 5 :..S.ho:ft:tana.:o:Dw'pplie.s..:.Weur.';if;ifuffe_~ 
~;~·-Khe'S~~.). In addition, 92 passengers were flown in. In all, a total of 
18 sorties were flown. Twelve C-130's conducted eleven air drops. Five 
C-123 1 s conducted three air drops and two landed at the field. _One helicopter 
landed at the field. 

For the next period, 307 tactical sorties are scheduled. 
Six ARC LIGHT strikes (36 sorties.} are scheduled. 

The morning of March 10 at Khe Sanh was foggy with visibility 
as low as 1/8 mile at mid-morning. Low clouds remained through the 
afternoon. After dark, fog forme~ again restricting visibilities to 1/16 mile 
by the morning of March 11. The forecast is for continued cloudy weather, 
with fog during the morning hours and after 8:00 PM at night, lowering 
visibilities to 1/2 mile after midnight. 

--S ~ C lll!. I 
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NBN9R./\NDUM.FOR TIID _l9!1ITGHOUSE SITUATION ROOM 

Subject: Supply Status at J<he Sanl1 as of 8:00 FM DST 
: • 10 MAr (9:00 AM 11· Mar. SVN time) 

·1. Tho J<he Sai\h Dump and Ammuni t.ion Sur,1,l)' Point. (ASP) 
status as or th~ abovo timo is as £ollows: 

, PRTIVIOUSSTATUS 
J>AYSSUPPLY 8:00 PM 9·Mar HST 

.. • (ti-[JIANQ..,. (p: .00 ~M 10 
1 
Mar SVfi) 

•.~J.,A,Ss.t .. Jft~~.i~.J!!) 

Meal, Combat, Indlvi~ual 18 17 days
B RP.t.iOll$ g 8 days 

. £~!).SS III (Puel) 
. 

; . • ·Aviation Oas .(AVGAS) 3 days
JP-4 Fuel (Jat Fuel) 10,6 days 
Notor Gasoline (MOGAS) 7.1 da.ys
Diesel · . , 4,3 de.ys 

pLass,~ 1i1~10.1.(A.1nrl.u 1> 
a. High oxpl~slve 

60-mmmo1.·ta1.· 4.3. • 4Z days
Sl•mm ,no1·tar • 20 .22 days·
(JO-nun(t'ank) 108 ' 108 days
4.2° mortar 40 40 days
10S•mmhowitzo1· ZS 24 days
1ss_-1nmho~itior 14 14 days 

b. 'Antitank ROUNDSON HAND 
go-mm HUAT 1,2oz 

.. 66-mm rocket (LA\9) J,381
Antitank mines iN-lSj 198 

··Anti taJtk mines M-10 6as 
.Anti tan"' mi.nes M• 21 0
106-mm llllAT 872 
106.;>nm i·ecoi 1 less rif-lo (HOl'·T) Z,Z64
3.S".rockat Z,189
go.,iun AP-T 329 

§pCanz: 

.._ .............. ,_....,__.. ........ _____ ! ........ 
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...&SQP.Df.
••P" .. 

. c. •Antlpei·sonnel 

106-mmnmmrvn 

IOS-mmhowitzer 
lSS•mm howi tzet" 

, - :·• 40 •rnmgrenado launcher 
. -- lland.-.51•onados 

·'· . . ..•. . . ··.· .. ·. . 
, . . .· ' .. . 

• 2-; On 10 )larch, J<he Snnh 
·follows: 

.: 

CLASS I 
CLASS II 
Ct,ASS I I I 

• CLASS IV 
CLASSV 
Miscoll.anoous 

Distributi<?JJ.: 
SSclHtP
DBPS13CDDF 
CJCS (l)
DJS. (3)
J-30 

• J-31 
J ...32 
J .. 33 

. J-4 • 
AWR 
MCCC 
APCP. 
NPP. 
DDO 
ADDO· 
ccoc 
PAC DlV 

-. PAC ·-DBSK 

- SBCrtl!T 

PRBVIOUS STATUS · 
DAYSSUPPLY 8:00 PM O Mar EST 

ON HAND (0: 00 AM.. 10 Ma.r s~~9 
ROUNDS ON HA?W .......,....,., ,. 

s S dayss S days 
s S days 

10 _10 days 
... 

was i·esuppliod wl th 178.S tons as 
• 

13.0 tons 
2.0 tons 

• 30. S tons 
12.s tons 

118,0 tons 
2. S to1,s 

'1~ ~~A ' 
~A~rns A. SHANNON 

D1'iga.dier G8118l'A.1, USAP 
.noputy ntroctor for 

Oparations (NMCC) 

.' . 

2 

• 

£ 
j' . . ,. 

'. 

I 
.• 
, •, 

I 

r·i • 
r 
:n 
i( 

1. , . 

t . 
i 
L 
rI . 
C • • 
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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
... 

r 

Tuesday, March 12, 1968 

10 :15 a. m. 0-·__.. 
Oa..~·'~ 

Iv· v,, ... !_ 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

At Khe Sanh: 

- - poor weather; 

-- 150 rounds enemy fire; 

-- 343 sorties plus 36 B-52's; 

- - 207 tons delivered. 

\ I 

I 

\ 

t°'~ostow _.i 

~attachment 
-· 

. ' . . • 

..I 

----------• I 
...- . 
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March 12, 1968, 9:30 AMB~Me~~DJ_A·N··· ···••"''>Tuesday, 

Authori~ 3 1919 
Py 4 ~ , NARS, Date Ir,_-:.;).~-27 
TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number thirty-·seven on the situation in the Khe 
Sanh/DMZ area for the 24-hour period of March 11, 1968. 

U~Y.2£~!~--;Y{~_e;.!fl.e.x-£onditioJ1s continued at Khe Sanh during 
the reporting period, as fog with intermittent drizzle persisted throughout 
most of the morning and evening hours. Low ceilings lifted somewhat" during 
the afternoon hours, permitting limited fixed wing support. Enemy anti-air 
incidents were light as only two aircraft were fired on and one was hit with 
ntlnor damage. 

During the period ·enemy activity was confined to incoming . 
artillery, rocket and n1ortar rounds. There were no ground contacts reported. 

1:Jo.t~~S?J:1q~_;Q\lB3!3~-~:d ~ ~a~~=r fe_l_l on the Kh~~~a~r"f!~u:rlh~C'tfie" ~ay. 
asualties attributed to the shelling were thre-e killed and 23 wounded (eight 

evacuated). 

In the DMZ area, enemy shelling comprised the majority of enemy 
activity with no significant casualties or damage reported. In the vicinity of 
the Cua Viet river., elements of the 3rd and 4th Marines received 15 mortar 
rounds and 12 artillery rounds. One Marine was wounded. In AR VN operations, 
elements of the 2nd Regiment were in heavy contact throughout most of the day., 
north of Dong Ha. Initial friendly casualties are recorded as 22 killed and 65 
wounded. Enemy casualties are unknown. Sweep operations continue. 

There was one COFRAM mission of six rounds fired with 
undetermined results. 

Marine aircraft flew 123 sorties., the Air Force 134, the Navy 
86, for a total of ~4}AQ.~ti.~.i,~ Bomb damage assessment included 14 road cuts, 
three automatic weapons positions destroyed, one rocket position destroyed, one 
bridge de_stroyed, two bunkers destroyed, eight secondary explosions, 19 
secondary fires, and 15 enemy killed by air. There were six ARC LIGHT strikes 
.Q.~~~Q.t.tt_~~~f§.cheduled, however, three aircraft went to secondary targets due 
to beacon '°'malfunction. Three strikes were within 1300 - 2800 meters of friendly 
troops. 
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A total of _2Q7 -sli.6:cffgti~~supplies were airlifted into the 
Khe Sanh area during the period. In addition, one short ton of mail and 93 
passengers were lifted into the base. A total of 28 resupply sorties were 
flown, eleven air drops by C-130 and two by C-123, and 15 sorties by 
'Marine helicopters. 

For the next period, 308 tactical air sorties are scheduled. In 
addition, the Air Force will have 120 alert sorties, ~nd the Marines will have 
16 aircraft on call. Five ARC LIGHT strikes (30 sorties) are scheduled. 

The weather forecast for March 12 is for improving conditions 
to 800 foot ceilings and two mile visibility by mid-morning, and to 2500 to 
500 foot ceilings and 7 - 10 miles visibility by early afternoon. Conditions will 
again deteriorate after sunset, reducing ceilings and visibility to less than 500 
feet and one mile by midnight . 

.,, EBCK~T 
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INF -_"..MATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8!56R'.!:5T 
Saturday, March 16, 1968 - 9:00 am 

Mr. Pres~dent: 

Weather luck holds at Khe Sanh: 

I 

234 incoming rounds; 

351 friendly sorties plus 
36 B-52 1 s; 

l.lS<A# -
recce and small attacks on A Shau \ 

Valley, of which we shall have \ 
I 

more; \ 
\ 

227 tons delivered. \ 

\P~ostow 

=iiiCRE'.l' 

I.
/. 

;. i 

. . 4. \ 
\ 



' -SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

A thori:y E.O. 1 lfif)2 SEC. 5 (A) and (D) • Saturday, March 16, 1968, 8:30 AM 

By ~ 4-/9_7? 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith, General Westmoreland's report number forty-one on the 
situation in the Khe Sanh/ DMZ area for the 24-hour period ending 
8: 00 PM, 15 March. 

~he.:}~-1:,Ji ha<1,,.£.le_a~. wuth~.): after early morning haze lifted after 11: 00 am. 
Prior to that time, AL.· Force resupply operations had been hampered. 

During the period, Khe Sanh ~~b:~~ 30 r~d~_o!:a~ti~l-~ti, ~...:ro~u:r:ds of 
rpcket and 190 rounds of mortar fires.for a total of 234 roun_.gs. The in­
coming fire~.resultedin one ·Marine killed and 13 wo'unded (three evacuated). 
Enemy_ indirect fir_e attacks marked the only activity at the base, as no 
ground contacts wer-e reported. There was no change in either the disposi­
tion of Marines in defense at Khe Sanh, or in the enemy situation. 

Elsewhere along the J:).M_Z,_s9.nte:.ct ~~..!ligh!_~th one exception. Dong Ha 
received twenty-five 140mm rocket rounds which wounded 13 personnel. 
Two required medical evacuation. Total casualty figures for the 3rd Marine 
Division area for the period were, two Marines killed, 39 wounded (16 evacu­
ated), 14 enemy killed. 

In tactical air operations, )51 so·rtte·s:·'\vife:::It0-.w:lf~Marines· flew 130, 
US Air Force 133, and the Navy 88. Bomb damage assessment included 
53 secondary fires, 19 road cuts, 45 bunkers destroyed, three trucks 
destroyed, 18 secondary explosions, 25 enemy killed by air and one mortar 
position destroyed. 

~~~~~e~~l~-~YJ;,. US Air Force flew four reconnaissance sorties and 
seven tactical strike sorties. Bomb damage assessment included l.lir.ee 
sec9Jl9:~!.Y.~~P..~~-io~s _and 10 ~;i~rs· de~r9yed. 

Six Arc Light strikes {3_i:jii£~~$ere scheduled into the Niagara Area. 
One strike, within 1, 200 meters of friendly troops, with fifteen secondary 
explosions reported. 

Aerial resupply for the period totaled ]27 ......s]l...2,!'.,t,.,n>ns. One hundred and 
forty -two passenger replacements were landed at the field. Throughout 
the day, 49 sorties were flown. Fixed wing aircraft conducted 16 airdrops. 
Marine helicopters flew the remaining 33 sorties, del,ivering passengers 
and cargo. • 

https://l.lir.ee
https://s9.nte:.ct
https://roun_.gs
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Three hundred and sixteen tactical air sorties were scheduled for the 
next 24-hour period, with the Marines planning 88, Air Force 128 and 
the Navy 100. Marines will maintain their 16 aircraft on call and the 
Air Force will have 12:0 alert sorties available on call. Six Arc Light 
strikes (36 sorties) are also scheduled. 

The forecast for 16 March is for scattered clouds and good visibility 
by 11: 00 am. Ceilings and visibility will again lower by mid-night and 
fog will reduce conditions to marginal by early morning on the seventeenth. 

' ""I 



.e 6 E e R trI' MAC 03649 EYES ONLY 
SUBJt KHE SA~H REPORTICU> 

f
I) 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority E o • . 

. • • 11652 SEC. 5 (A) and (D) 
By~ 

----v---, NARS, Date f- I 7- 7 ~ 

l. {U) THIS IS REPORi lmt•1BER FOrtTY-OrJE ON tHE SITUATION 
j~ THE KHE SA~H/D'·'.Z ARZA FOR THE ?ERIOw 150900H ro 160SOOH 
MARCH1958. ~ 

2. CS> KHE SANH HAD CLEAR WEATHERAFTER :ARLY ~OR~ING 
HAZELIFTED AFT~R llOJ Hou~s. P~IOR TO THAT TI~E9 A!RFORCE 
RESU?PL Y OP~RAT IONS Hr1D 8£E~l HA:•,?ZRED. Dl'R I'~G THE ?::R !OD, 
KHS SAtJH RECEIVED 3~ RDlflDS OF ART ILLE.RY, 14 ROU,..JDSor ROCKET 
A~D 190 RQUjD$ OF ~ORIAR FIRE, FOR A TOTAL Of 234 ROU~DS. TH£ 
I~co:11-~~G FIRE RE~ULTED LJ o .. ,:: :1AR!'lE KILL£D A?1D 1-3 ::ou:mE) 
(THREE EVACUATED). E":J:)1Y I .m Ir~::cr Fi RE ATTACKS l·~:~RKED T H'E 
o~.t y ACTIVITY A! THE BAS:£' AS r~o GROUJD co:Hl~CTS PERE RE-­
FORTED. THER~ \!AS NO CHP1~~GlIN EITHER TH2 DISPOSITION OF 
~!ARIN£S I~l D£FEN5~ AT KH£. SANH, OR Pl THE E~lL1Y SITUr.\1!0~1. 
EL3i: 1tH~RE ALONG IHE DMZ, C01H'ACT WAS LIGHT W1Tr! OJZ EXCEP· 
TIO'.J. DOJG HA RECE.IV::D TWENT.Y-F'IVE 140•~-1 ROCiGT Rou,;os 
'JHI CH !JOU:·m£D 13 PERSO~r~~L. r·,o RZQUIR~:D MED !CAL t!JACUAT IO~·l. 
TOTAL CASUALTY FIGURES FOR THE SD :t~RI E DIV!S!O~~ AR:A FOR 
THE ?ER !OD !.iIERE, T':10 MARHlES KILLZD, 39 '10lmDED ( 1$ EVACU­
ATED>1 14 E~JEMY KI t LED • 

3. CS) IN TACTICALAIR OPERATIO~S, 351 SORTIES ~ERZ FLO~J. 
~A~ Vl~S -FLE'.~ I 30·, L'SAI-' 133 ., AND UJN 88. SO ~3 D~.:1AG~ A 53£3S­
:~E:;rr HiCLUuED 53 S£Ct)>mARY FI!1ES 19 ROAD CUTS, 45 3fJ:PERS 
D?.STP.OYED,THREE TRUC:{S o:sTROY:D, 18 SECo:mAR.Y 2XPLOSION3,. 
25 ENEMYKILLED BY AIR 4ND ONE MO~TAR POSITIO~ DESTROYED. IN 
THE A SHAU V~LLEY, USAF FLE~ FOU~ RECC~. SORTIES A)D ssv~l 
TACTICAL STRIKE: so;{rI~.S. so.:s D~MAGE ~55E3S~1E~~T I J:LuD:=:D 
THREr SEco;m ➔ RY EX?LOSI0:-1s :\.JJ 10 3U.HE1S OE3!R~t:::D. SIX 
ARC L!t:HT ST~!K£S C.36 SORTI~S> 'JZRE SCH£D!.!LED I~tO TH~ ,·HAGARA 
AREA. THH!'.:E SORTIES ~llfE DIVERTED TO A SZCO,'E)~D,;RYfA.RG5:TDUE 
TO BEACON M~LFU~CTIO~.o~z STRIKS, ~ITH!~ 1200 ~!IERS OF 
FRIENDLY TROO?S. 'JITH FIFtE:rl s::co ..JDARYEX?L05!0'15 !i£RE REPORTED. 

4. (S) AERI~L RESU?PLY FOR THE PERIOD TOTALED 227 SHORT 
TONS. CLASSI AMOU~TEDTO 45 SHORTro~s. CLASSI ~AS SIX SHORT 
TO~'IS, CLASS III :-JINE SHORT IONS, CLASS IV FOUR SHORT ro:1s, ·CLASS. 
V 155.5 SHORT TO~S. IN ~DDIIIO~, !~RE£ SHORT TO~S OF ~EDICAL 
SU?PLIES A·m 4.5 SHORT TO\,s OF :!AIL \w2?.?:DELIVERED. 14~ 
?AS3~~GER R:":?LACEME:dTS'JI.RE lA·:oEO AT THE: fIZLD. TH:10UGH-
OUT THE DAY, 49 SORTIES 1s/£R~ FLO"';. FIXED -Jl~JG AIRC;iAFT CON­
DUCT!O 15 AIRDRO?So. t1AREl£ H£!.ICO?T~R5 rLE!• THZ R£~AI!HNG -3.3 
SORTIES, DELI'/ERING ?J\SSE~GtRS A~J CA:1GO. 

5. (S) 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES ARE SCHEDUL!D FO~ THE 
NEXT 24 HOUR PZRIOD I if ITH !HE ~ARI:JSS PLA~~,H-•G 85, U.3AF 123 
A:~D US~ 100. MARI'E5 'd!LL '!AINTAI~ THEIR 16 AIRC~"~FT C~·l CALL 
AjJ THE USAF WILL HAV£ 120 ALERTSORTIE3 AVAILA3LE 0~ CALL. 
SIX A~C LIGHT STRIKZ3 (35 SO~!lES> A~£ SCHEDULED. 

S. CU> TH! FORECASTFOR 16 MA~CHIS FOR SCATi~RZD CLOUJS 
.l"\.~J G·OOil· VISI3ILITY 3Y llOOH. CEILINGS -~~mVISIBILITY WILL A3AIN 
lOtJ!R 3Y :tID:HGHT A;-JD FOG tJil,L REDUC£ C0:4DlTIC:lS ro ~ARGVlAL 
ay EARL y. ~ORNI:-JG C:'l IHE S£Vr~TEE~TH. 
GP-4 • 
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. :_·FORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. .,. 

Mr. 

Thursday, 

President: 

At Khe Sanh: 

March 21, 1968 -- 10:45 a. 

~ / 
,;d ;--·< 

• --~ 

m . 

.-

weather good; ."' 
177 enemy rounds; 
87 friendly artillery missions; 
203 tactical sorties plus 6 B-52 1 s; 
265 tons delivered; 
from other information, indications 
some enemy forces pulling back from 
Khe Sanh, others, perhaps, moving 
east to Quang Tri -Hue area. 

'wf..l_Q[W:Ro stow \ I 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority l)_sL) /!)- tf-- ::>JY 
By <1 :if? ,NARS, Date 3-/6-7'7 . 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority OSD letter JAN3 1979 
By A'-8 . NAR~, Date b- .;).::;,---) / 

Thursday, March 21, 1968, 8:50 a. m. 
..,,..,,. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number forty-six on the situation in the Khe Sanh/ 
DMZ/ A Shau Valley area for the 24-hour period of March 20, 1968. 

The level and character of activity at Khe Sanh has not changed over 
the past, three days. The enen:y..d&f)-At.inu..e_s~: ~ndii:~c;t .i~1-4J~.:t_o_limit.his_eJfo_r_ts_Jo 

_:~!s~.~--_During this perTocl,- i7..7,.incoming r.ounds were recorded. The 
majority of these were from enemy mortars (150 rounds) and twenty-one 
Marines were wounded .. Five men required medical evacuation. E_ig!t.~Y::.~_ev:~n 

....~rtillery ptlssions were fi:red in ~uppor_t_of the base;· thirty-three were observed 
rg~s~Jon_s. Five enemy were reported killed by artillery or tactical air. 

CJ~_a_r__weather prevailed for most of the day ancl.203 tactical air· sortie_s 
\!~-~~'".J!own. Bomb damage assessment in the Niagara area included two 
secondary explosions, nine bunkers and one gun position destroyed, two road 
cuts and sixteen secondary fires. U~s~a§_Q_:p.~bly good weather in the north 
ll:~&9vere~ h;1.cr~tive targets an~ some Niagara sorties were diverted to· the 
n~thern route packages. 

There were s~ A.¥tC LIGHT strikes in ·the Khe-"Sanh area during the 
period, four strikes within 1000 - 1500 meters of friendly troops. One mission 
reported eleven secondary explosions. Forty-three fixed wing and helicopter 
sorties lifted J6-~ksl1,9rt tons of supplies, and 130 replacements into the base. 

During the next 24 hours,. 298 tactical air sorties and six ARC LIGHT 
strikes are scheduled in support of Khe Sanh. vy~ather predictions are fairto 
g_ood~ yVith marginal conditions early in the morning, clearing up during the 
·day.·Rain may reduce conditions to 2, 000 feet and three miles visibility after 
2:00 p.m. 

Along the DMZ, 55 incoming rounds were received with no significant 
casualties or damage reported. Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was 

. light. The total casualties in the 3rd Marine Division area for the period were 
twenty-sLx Marines· wounded (six evacuated), thirteen enemy killed and two 
individual weapons captured. 

~EettEI 



_ SEGRE'f - 2 -

A Shau aerial surveillance on the twentieth consisted of one early •• 
morning and one photo re con mission. The good weather predicition was· 
wrong. One ground reconnaissance team was extracted and one team failed 
to insert due to enemy fire. A tea.In report from a mission near the A Luoi 
Airstrip contains locations of suspected caves and tunnels in the vicinity, 
a possible truck park and bivouac area and sightings of truck traffic on Route 
548. 
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RECEIVED 
WHCA 

, VVZ CZ.C~AAO 12 1%8 MAR 22 12 30 
00 YEK11DS 
DE YS~.J<)f-t 17 C82120~ 
0 22120oz ZYHZFF-S 
,:~ GE ~I ~!HEE:LEr< Cc:J CS WASH DC 
INFO ~lR ROBI'(:;1 1t'HITI HOt;Si tJA~H DC 
M~ RUSK STATI DEPT ~AStt CC 
MR HEU·!S CIA 
GEN JOHNSO>l CS,~ WASH DC 
GEJ ~11cco.,Na:LLC51~F.wt!SH DC 
ADH !•iOOHSF; CNO WAS!·l DC 
Zi~~/G~~ CH.~P~t'\N C~1C W t;SH CC 
Z ~211!5Z ZtH ZFF-3 
Ft-• G£N£RAL ABRA ·JS DEPCO:l'.J'S:1.i~CV • 
TC GENERAL Wi~ELER CJCS DECLASSIFIED 
ADMIRALSHARP CINC?AC Auth o~ty E.O. 11652 SEC. 5 (A) and (D)
INFO tide ASSA DC~ BU;faER 

~ ~ ,NARS,Date ..J-31-)KGE:iERAL \vESTZOR.ELAND CO ·•iUS;1ACV 
2£~ 
!~ « i ' R E'7' i1 AC 33 5 7 E YES O :-1 L Y 

JSJ: ·,oiE SMJH REPORT CU) • 
I. CU} THIS IS REPC;H NUMBEa FORTY-SEV~N ON THE 

SITUATION IN TH£ KP.Z SA~~H/D~·'-Z/A SHAU ARE,\ FOR TH~ PERIOD 
t 210900H TO 220900H .1~ARCrl 1958. • 
l. 2. (5) THE A\tOiJJ! OF LiCCHH:~G FIRE DECREASED Fi-tOM Y£S-
l_1i TEiWAY. AS 111 ROU;ms OF ~aXiD Flit.E FELL O :-l THE Cin:3AT BAS~. 

S2V~NTY-O.JE RO lh-lDS r;1.::RE Afff Il.LER'f, .~ CK.\!\lG£ FHO~ Yrs- . 
'IERD:\Y, ~f.E.\J TH~ Bt!LX CF THE FIRE wAS Fi10:1 lORTARS. l\lE~ffY­
SEVE~ MA~IN~S WERE wou~~ED; 18 REgUIRSD £VACU4TION. u.s. 

,I A~T ILtERY FIRZD 2sJ.o 1~ou:ms r:~ 10,s MISSIONS; THIRTY-SI~ o.as::i=,vE.n. 
1 - :\Cl coF::tAM Ar1h'•mlnr rc~\l wAs· E:<PEN.o:o. 
'I 3. CS) CLEAR WEATXER PR~VAIL~DTH~OUJHOUTTHE-NIA3ARA 
• AO FOR THE F0Ur(7H CO.,SECUTIVE OAY, Ai.JD 279 I~CTICAL AIR SORTIES 
• WERE FL0 1.v1J. 30!·.E DANAGE A5S£SSi~E.~T INCLUDED 35 ENEMY X:ILLED • 
. 2Y AO D!11ECT£D S!RIK?:S, ONE AtrrO.·:ATIC ~£A?O;,j PCSITIC J DES-
I, TROYED, Ot'lE PROBA3LY DESTi10YC:D, AND six SECOi,1DAi"{Y£XPLOSIOtJ.S. 

4. CS> SIX 3-32 STRIKES ~JE:RE SCHEDUL2D I.~TC trE KHE 
SANH Aa£A. ON~- S1RIKE WAS SCHEDULED AS Ai~ E.1ERGENCY 
TA:-tGEf, ~500 ~ETZRS FROM FiU£~·lGLY 1RC0?5. ARC LIGHT DAMAGE 

· ASSZssr~1t::n HEPO:HE.D 13 SEC0dDA.1Y EX?LOSIC~Js • 
• 5. (S) DUR!dG "THE :1£XT 24 hOUi?S, 289 T,\CTICAL AI;( so,n n:s 

A 1~ SIX A:iC L IG ,i.T ST?< !K£S ARE SCHEDUL€D. Aj ADD!T ION AL 422 
•• ?.i l - PLM~~'iED TAC AIR soRT 1 ES CA~" B?. DI VER IE J vn O THE K Hi. SAN H AR?.:l\ 

I-F RE~~HR~:J. 
6. CS> UNHAMPERED SY tJ~ATHEK Am ~~EMY A~!TI-A!~C~AFT · 

.RE, AIR FORCE: FIXED tJI:iJ A;'J;) MArtI;E HSI.ICOPT£xS MOV£D 21-.t 
'SHORT TO~lS OF SUP?L!E:S ANJ) 49 RE?LACE:11E,,iTS INTO ~H£ SANH. 
DU3.ING.THESAMEPEaIODSIX TONSCF AI11 DELIVERED iQUI?~ENT"" • ..- . -.....;.-- ~ 

https://SEC0dDA.1Y
https://S2V~NTY-O.JE


I 

I 

~:WAC8A~~LOAD£D. 
7 • (5) TH:: WEA7P..ER IS EXPECT£D TO RE~!A PJ TH~ SAr\Hi: 

OVZR THE tJEXT 24 hOURS, ~rI1H THUNDErtS}J)'tJ:H ACTIVITY rtEDUCING

f VISIB!LlT'l Ll THE. LA!r: AFTZH:·.JOO:~. 
. 8._ (5) ALO~~G TH~ D~1Z• LIGHT ACTIVITY tl!t\5 F~EPC?.ffED NEAH 

_ CABP CAi~ROLL. EL:£MENTS OF THE. 9TH rriMn;~c:s L'-J3AGi::) $MP.LL 

I' 
· E~;E~1Y WHTS ~,~ SPOR,~DIC 1\CTIOt-~. SIX E:E?Y ti2rl£ KILLED, ·HT H-

OUT FaIE.NDLY LOSS •. TOTAL CASUALTI~S !N ·THE ,3D ~ARINE DIVISIO:J 
AHEA FOR T H2. PER !OD WEHE U.S. 32 1.-JOUt·mED (20 EV,e\CUAT~D); 43 

., ENE:;:Y KILLED,, Q;JE. f.•ET:~I~ED, O~·lE !NDIVIOUAL \,.'EAfOJ CAPlU~ED • 
.ELSE:WHEHEHJ QU,i\.~13THI P~iOVINCt~• ~,mMAJC,~ G:WUND .:-\CTIONS 

-TOO}~ PLACE, so:fiE LIGHT CASUALTIESoccurrn:cFfW~:S?O[tADIC 
I:1CO:HNG_ M~.;{Tf!ft i~I";D .~JTILLEHY FIHE. -
_ 9. CS> TWO ;·,ECO;Ul\ISS,~l~CE TiAMS WENT ItHO 1HE A SHltU 
VALLEY THIS !1i0R:HN3, THZ 220·. Oi~E AT YD3703 HILL l·!0\1£ NORTH. 
ONE SOUTH OF Thi RAO LAO ~IVER AT-YC3691 ~ILL RECON-10 N □ ~TH 
AtW E:~ST. tij £.~RLY M();(.~!i~,_; SLAR RUl<i 2.Y 131ST AVN CO 1~:-m 

•ONE 1ACtHR PHOTO tiISSIOd. COV£rl£D SO P1RCe:N7 Of THE IM~GE:T 
ARZA. SIX AA/AW SI!&S W£R£ FOUND TO 3£ OCCUPIED. 
GP-4 

sso NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY ~ou~s 
520 

•: ' . 
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M9.rch 24, 1968 
8:55A.M. 

2 -f} 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh report 

1. This is report number forty-nine on the Khe Sanh/I:Ml/A Shau Valley 
. • l l area, for the period 23 March . 

2. Enemy indirect fire 
yesterday. An update report 
artillery, mortar and rocket 
March. Thus the enemy surge 
1100 rounds. After daylight, 
vious pattern; approximately 

at Khe Sanh was greater than originally reported 
indicates that an additional 500 rounds of mixed 
fire fell between midnight and 6:00 A.M. on 23 

during the night of 22-23 ti1'3.rchwas in excess of 
incoming fire slackened and fell into the pre­
130 rounds struck Khe Sanh during this period. 

Thirty-nine Marines ~ere wounded, seventeen required evacuation. Friendly 
artillery fired 2056 rounds in 155 fire missions. No COFRAM ammunition was 
expended at Khe Sanh. 

J. 3. Visibility remained good throughout the reporting period, except, 
during a thundershower between 9:00 and 10:00 P.M. Scattered rain showers 
are forcast for the afternoon of 24 March. Early morning for is predicted 
for 25 ~rch reducing ceiling to less than 1000 feet and visibility to less 
than two miles. 

4. Ten A:rc Light strikes, with 60 aircraft, were flown in the NIAGA..RA 
area. Four were scheduled as emergency strikes, the nearest being 1100 
meters from friendly positions. Tactical air support totaled 408 sorties 
during the period. Tactical air bomb damage assessment included six enemy· 
killed and seven probably killed, eight secondary explosions, 13 seconda~y 
fires, 28 road cuts and three trucks destroyed. • 

5. Tomorrow, nine 
tactical air sorties 

6. Resupply of the 
Twenty-two passenger 

A:rc Light strikes, 
are planned. 

base amounted to 
replacements were 

craft and 24 Marine Corps helicopters 

7. Although there were no significant 
several attacks by fire were reported. 

totaling 54 sorties,· and 327 

224 short tons of all classes. 
landed. Seventeen US Air Force air­

flew 41 resupply sorties. 

ground contacts during the ~eriod, 
The 3rd Battalion, 3rd Ms.rines received 

26 rounds of 85mmartillery six kilometers west of Gio Linh. Four Marines were 
wounded. The enemy launched 11 rounds of 122mm rocket fire against the 2nd0 

Battalion, 9th Marines at the Rockpile, killing one Marine and wounding 
seven. Near Cam Lo, 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines had fi~e ~en wounded by ten 
rounds of incoming artillery. Three kilometers east of Camp Carroll, friendly 

•artillery engaged approximately enemy in the open. Twenty-seven rounds of 105 
..__ ..... mm COFRk~ were fired with good target coverage. Third Marine Division casual­

ties for the period were two Marines killed, 60 wounded with 32 evacuated. 
There were fourteen confirmed enemy casualties. 



-2-

8. Aerial surveillance of the A Shau continued with one infrared, three 
side-looking airborne radar and one morning photo· mission flown. Eighty 
percent of the target area was covered. No vehicular activity was n~ted 
but numerous anti-aircraft positions ·continue to be occupied. 
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Tuesday, March 26, 1968 
12:45 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

At Khe Sanh-DMZ-A Shau: 

25 rounds enemy incoming; 
25 2 tactical support sorties 
plus 47 B-52 1 s; 
150. 5 tons resupply, hampered 
by low ceilings and high winds; 
heavy contact east of Quang Tri 
City; 
weather poor. 

uJ-~ Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 

A~thority t).5£) /t).-//'- 7 ? ~­

By 4. ~ NARS; Dated-;,-; - 7 1. 

/ 

,_ ,,,,._... 
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DECLASSIFIED 

Authority OSD letter JAN 3 1979 
Tuesday, March 26, 1968, 9:15 a. m. 

By 4--€ . NARS, Date .. fc-~ S-- ,~ 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

This is report number fifty-one on the s1:Jua.ti.0J11.in~-the--:--K,he~_·Sanh/ 
:Q._1¥4,Z/-A-Shau Valle-y- area for the 24-hour period of March 25, 1968. 

Resupply was hampered by low ceilings and high winds, which 
prevented aircraft from landing. lnp1.,1t-:consisted of·ten_ai.;r,,drops- by·C-130:"' 
aircraft·-totaling 150.- 5 short ·tons..,· S,11:_pplies,_r~main. at?-~-' satisfactory.-level~ 
with 28-.. days-of rations and-21- or-mor£~_Aay_s .of. large· caliber ammunition on 
hand. 

Low clouds and poor visibility are predicted for the remainder of 
today and the morning of March 2 7. 

For the second day, e-p.~.my:..incoming~ Jire.~de.creased as a ·total of 
~~~P.::c!~:-W~J."e received at Khe Sanh; 12 artillery, 10 mortar and three rocket. 
There was no ground action in the vicinity. The incoming rounds wounded 17 
Marines; 13 were evacuated. 

South of the DMZ, seven kilometers southeast of Cam Lo, a third 
Marine Division Reconnaissance Team observed approximately 250 North 
Vietnamese Army. Artillery was employed, killing 25 of the enemy. 

Early in the morning of March 25, the .....l~:hAir -Ca,valry Division 
..~.§.!.,~p].ished he_av.y .contact~ six kilometers east of Quang Tri City. The enemy 
for_ce was later identified by a detainee as elements of the Kl4 Battalion, 5th 
North Vietnamese Regiment. Gunships supported and the contact was broken at 
7:00 p. m. Eil~1;w.o.d&oLthe."e.nemy were killed. U .. S ..... losses were 10 killed·and 
2.fLwoµnded./ 

~hundred for~y two ta_ct_tc~l _air sorties were frown in the Niagara 
area. S~v.:.ea..enemy were killed. Seven secondary explosions, 14 secondary fires, 
nine bunkers and one mortar position destroyed, and 20 road cuts and two ford 
cuts were credited to tactical air. Tacticat=air·.sorti:e_s:-planned for .tomorrow 
tofar:3 I 4. 

S:i:CRE'F 

https://S~v.:.ea
https://e-p.~.my
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~ht...._AR,C LIGHT~ strikes-·, of 47 sorties, were scheduled. One 
aircraft was diverted to a secondary target. Nine--missiohs-"°are-:-:-pHfnned~fot" 
Mar.ch· 26·. 

One wire tap mission near Route 547 in A Shau was unsuccessful 
due to heavy enemy contact. Two ~econnaissance Teams remain in the valley. 
One Team called in tactical air to destroy an enemy artillery cache of 
approximately 150 rounds. No unusual returns were reported from one photo and 
two armed reconnaissance missions. 

BEClt!'.!T 
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Z 291~15Z ZYH ZFF-3 Br --L'--?:f:? , NARS, Date .3 
Jt..~, Ge E,qAL :1r,.ST :JRZLAN .. CO'.·,rns•..~CV 
TO GENER?'iL ~iHSE:LER CJCS 
AD~~lR A:. S ~iM{P C I~JCPAC 
I~FO A~3AS5ADO~3UN~~R 

.,., ·- +f 
J;..,.,. •• 

'! .: C L C: 11 !~1AC 4 2 3 5 c..Y: S O .~ L.Y 
51.J':".:J: KhS s,4.,,H .(~PORT CJ) 

1. (Li) 'L{!S ·IS ~=?OJT :nr~ei:.K FIFTY-FOU!; Q:-•• THE 
;{HE 5ANH/D:1Z/4 S~AU VALLiY AHC:A, FO.~ I rt£ ?""';HOD 280900-

• ?.90900 :'1A.~C!i 1963. 
2. (IJ) ·,1£.~THSR co.m1rro JS J\T KnE SA.Hi .i2MAI r::u 

~GCD irtWU3:iOUT fHE :L£?0HT IN'3 PtiHG). S;{ISS ri:z,E 
GENSRAL!..Y CL~Ar( ·»nH OCC~SIO.·;~L sc:,nEa~D Lm~, ~!!DSL.€ 
A ,D HIGH CLOUDS. Il·L F(nC:CAST FOf~ ThE: ~t:XT ~4- HOUR 
Pr::RICD IS F'OR cc ... r L~.U~D ·:.OODTliATnSii lJJI'I tt SCATTr£.. ~:D 

11CLOUDI.'H~SE;. ISC·LATt.G 1 HU:1Lr~:t(SH0:~.:.. AH~ Pxt.J rcT=::t..: I.. 
THS: VIGI.'HTY OF \Hi SA.·,ti 7HIS: A~TZ -,Ll!:'O.~. VI:.:!3ILITY IS 
2:{PiCT2D TC ;:3~ i\ E.STRI CT::~; B 'f ri !Z :-..TO SSVt..N •iIL~S. 

3. CS) A~RIAL RZ5UPPLY l~C~~AS~D CVZri Tri~ LIVSL 
OF THI.PAST FEW DAYS i~S A TOTAL OF' 217 SH·J:-<1TS:-.S 1:l'I .. ·• .... 
DrLI\.'€.R.:..D. F!FTE.2.; .~IRJiW?S w::.;iE cc i[;JJCTC:D. Frv: 
CH-5.3 A~·•il 3~ Crt-45 hE.L!COPTEriS Di:LIVE.:=tED ?ASS':.:!13E:,-iS 
MlD CAJGO. !HS~£ tiERE 73 HEPLACE. z:·n p:asc .:L:.L 

: Di:L rvs~:.:o. . 
4. ( S) '.{HS SAdh d ZCE I V~D 1 CQ ART ILL5:.~ Y, 50 F:Ocx.:.:T, 

• ,~~t!) 33 ;:i)RTAR '.iCUr·1s, A TOT~L CF 185 KOU vS IdCC' 1l.'!G. 
• 'IHESE: ATT~ C1<S :<I LL SD T Wu ~, A 1~ I JS S ; ,. : D '· • u U ·: D t.D. l .3 CF i VE.. 
EV~CUATED>. FRiiNDLY ACTIC~S AT KH£ SA~H ~ILL~Q 16 
lJE :Y, T~IR1€i~ BY I~CT!CAL AI1·ST2I~IS . 

.5. (3) ALO .d TH~ U·:z, A:~ i~3) IT IO NAL 1.3~ ::.:·-iE~W 
rnco·'i!i'l3 ROUNCS1 .Z."\~ aEc:rvE.:. :'l!CSTF~LL I ·l Lt£ VICI.JI!'( 
01 C- 2 3AS:": . 1WR"i"'" 0 F CA:: Lv :. ni .. i: T~'O ••..!\fi r."::s ._,~".i-~2 
KILLED A:lD 12 J.,cu~L:,::o. 

6. · CS> TH~ IST AIR C~\/AL11Y iJIVISIOA CCNTL,Ui:.D TO 
• P~1ROL !/!TH O~J~ TiiCOP OF. !SI s.;u~~;1CJ, 9T H c;~VM .. :tY 

. • \J 7 HZ V ! Ct i'HI Y Or C~ t.!j ~ 5 P1i E:h\it ATIO ~IS FDr< F C :i 1ii COY I JG 
---v;£1AT!Oi~S VICI.~!Tt·OF XHi S;;,11 °~0\,,,;'\ESS ONSC.1i.~JL€. 
H·£ 101ST .~I23C.1{~;£ v!VISIO: ':Mt--!~~ CL'.! GECSPTIC.~ 
AC1 I.VI f IS.3 !j Ti-E vrcvn:Y CF ...0 ·J3 HA. 

7. CS> 0 .::t t,r\-l ILLE>~ Y F L:i..:0 99 r"H,$.:, ro .. 'tS I\ 2U??O'.~T 
.OF :<:HE SA~-iH, £:<?.£.1ar.;3 2,003 .t.::u.-,:s. TlEL~TY-1' o OF Lt..: 

.HS.SIC.JS w::;l~ 03SE~VE;j. .lo COF~A!'. A !~~U.i!!IO .. v PAS 
~~...- ...t.....:~ .... "\~~ ... t .•• ·'¥-reJ,Z~ .--~~ .. ,,,.,,.,..,,,,.,,.,~ ..., ... i;._,. J _.......,., ...,_ - ~- J ' 

and (Dr 

- 3 I·. 7g, 

~ ..,.. 

https://MOOR._'.ct


f:~~~~ 8 , ( S) ,~ TOT ;L OF 3 0 5 TACT I Cr~L t1L~ ?CnT E .. : , . .!.r • ..:. 
!' Fl.OU:, I:~ THE t;IAC;Af<~ ,!\R~A. Cf l 1ES£, 193 •:'""~Kc.. FI,.O~,:-. 

·, ThE HH1.SQiritE. VIC!:.;ITY CF KHE St-:Jr\. : 1 tiir'l.?..:": 0::~;~:1V~D 
lNCLUi)£1) SEV:!..:J S2{;0.~DARY EXPLCSIC:i··lS, E·IG~.T sccr:~-:0:\ttY' 
FI ...,·--s ,,:r, 1,•-,-. D!""~'T::'.)IJC""' rr CF 3c- • ~-rr.:J- r-- ....-·:~,,....· .,...,. f\~ .~i'l!J iii!. .c,...,,:\~ 1 vl'~ .... o? !, .... i;.., ...• •1·•" Li,:...,,.,i~.:...;'.J, 

_ 31 3lJrJKEHS ArJj Oc-.£ tP.iJC;<. t, TOTAL (;t' ·2SJ T !.l.CT I'C1~!... ~F< 
1-! ·SORTIE.S r~RE ?L.!)_t•frJZDFOi l H::.. :EXT :ii.P0;1T I°~JG P:::n ICD. 
t 9. CS) F!Vi. ARC LIGHT ~:··ri:cI:<~~S, CF" 30 SO,~TI£S, \!EH:. 

SCHF..DULED. TH,~=~ SOfnIES \A'E.RE uIV:?T-2:D TC ~--~~Ci-WARY 
TARGETS. 0 ;'~E OF TH£ ST RI Xf!.3 ~L~.PC :1T ED O 3 S~ FW I :~G s..: Vi..~·i 
·SECO.'JDARY EXPLOSIO~-lS. SIX rn:3:IC~!S .4:~E PL?\.,.k..) FOR 
29 M.l\RCH. \ 

10. CS) 0 NE RC:CO iU.4 IS.SA.'•iCSTE:.\ ~1 \·' ,qS I 1~S~rlTE:r LH 0 
THS A SHAU VALLEY C:A~L Y T rtIS r~o:;:1I. :3 !1! IT i1~i_1T Di~,; . ., !1~iJ 

FIRE. DA:'1A3E ASSESSr~ua FtiO :~ TACTIC(! L ldR :>l ,d t:~i::, 
YESTER!MY IN A SHAU 'J,AS FOUR '.'·~ACM!.-.;£J'.F~ :3L':,K~~:-i:." 
DESTROY2D, T';'O SECO:Wt,RY C:XPLCSIO,,!S. Tl-.~a: ~t~R£ ·t) 

UNU$UAL RETUSr~S Ci~ SLAi"i :·:!~3SIO~;S 5UT l?. E.~I2S!OrJ~: AT 
lO LO CAT IO .,S lJ£RE. DZT C.:CT!:":0 .Or~ In FLC.•!;;:-, ,,Lo ,·il-i RT:::' 54 7. 
GP-4 

SSO N01t:: 
500 

DEL!V~R JURii~G DUTY HOUriS 

,.' 

/.' j :·:. ~j!' 
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llECLASSIFIED Saturday, March 30, 1968 
Authority OSO letter JAN3 1979 

By • ----8,NARS, Date 4,-.)..£- 7~ 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM GENERAL WESTMORELAND 

SUBJECT: Khe Sanh Report 

This is report fifty-five on the Khe Sanh/DMZ / A Shau Valley area, for the 24-
hour period 29 March 1968. 

,o-ood· ye·J:.t:erdav~tlL1lis1l.iili£y·:~~to!"ae~,.t~mae's~;;~ \l.eallietC1'atzg;ne_:.San1f~~s ;g_enerallv;
~~~-.,$...,._...a....,, ... -Jzt __,.,,A-.,-, • ..,...;.... ~.. -- .. .,_.._ 

However, at noon yesterday, fog quickly formed and obscured the sky and reduced 
visibility to less than one mile. These conditions prevailed during the morning 
but the fog was expected to lift by 10:00 a. m. Good sky conditions are expected th 
rest of the day. Heavy fog is again predicted by noon tomorrow to persist until 
8:00 p. m. 

A total ~Zll.s.h_g}~ni~plies and 100 passenger replacements were delivered 
to the Khe Sanh combat area during the reporting period. Eleven C- 130 and three 
C-123 aircraft conducted airdrops. Forty-five Marine helicopters landed with 
cargo and passengers. A total of 10. 5 tons of air delivery equipment was back­
loaded. 

S]mpji~ain"IaC"'.t°~Illafcfd""cybTu¥.~L•ith 28 days of rations and 23 or mo~e days 
of large caliber ammunitions on hand. 

A total of ~2-·rofuilu_2¢f::euem'v'.~indired'fi.re;.w~s-.-;r~<:.eived·.at::W:Sa~ 
.. .,~ ..... ~~~3.~.JW" ..~!; .. 

25 artillery,
---..:..-i,o_~•!il/1,; ;~:.:..:.~•~~~t.. ~.....~,'t•..:1!.,,i~ 

25 mortar and six rocket. These attacks ....zrnunded~li:e;,::,{three evacuated). Ground 
action occurred when Company D, First Battalion, 9th Marines observed a new 
enemy trench outside their perimeter. Approximately eight enemy were engaged 
with small arms and 3. 5 in.ch rockets. The enemy responded with heavy mortar 
fire. Four enemy were killed and one Marine was wounded. 

Along the DMZ, sporadic shelling of friendly bases and installations continued as 
a total of 63 incoming rounds were received. The only casualties reported were 
at C3 base north of Cam Lo where five Marines were wounded {two evacuated). 
Total U. S. casualties were 15 wounded {seven evacuated) and 18 e~emy killed (11 
by air), one individual and two crew- served weapons captured. 

Elsewhere in Quang Tri Province, contact was light with no significant action 
reported. The First Air Cavalry Division continued reconnaissance near Ca Lu 
and ·to the west along Route 9 in preparation for upcoming operations. In a 
dec·ept.ion maneuver, one Army of the Republic of Vietnam Battalion, one.USMC 
Battalion and one Gav Squadron (reinforced) initia~ed limited attacks northwest of 
Dong Ha at 5:00 p. m. last night. Five naval gunfire ships (one cruiser and four 
destroyers) will support this deception efforto 
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Artillery fire for Khe Sanh consisted of 82 missions expendin~~il, 
Twenty-one missions were observed. No cofrarn ammunition was fired. 

At&alo0~5--K~ 
~-. ·.·.;_~.:,. ~ .......... Seven road 

cuts, 18 secorf'dary fires, damage to two military structures and two trucks and 
destruction of four military structures and three trucks was observed. Tactical 
air sorties planned for tomorrow total 255. 

There wer·e six arc light strikes ~~~heduled into the Niagara area. One 
sortie was diverted to a secondary target .. One strike observed five secondary 
explosions. There were 18 additional secondary explosions reported for the previous 
period, 8:00 p. m .. 27 March to 8:00 p. m. 28 March. Eight missions are scheduled 
for Niagara for 30 March. 

A Shau Valley side-looking air radar and photo missions reported no unusual 
returns. One reconnaissance team remains in the valley . 

. 6:E!C!t!!Y -
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ADMIRAL SHARP CINCPAC 
!Nf0 AMBASSADOR BUNKER AMEMB SAIGON 
ZEM. ,.. 
6 E reR ~ ?-MA-G~-33-3 EYcS __014L-t 

SUB,J: KHE SANH REPORT CU) 
• 1 • ..t-ct·r THIS IS REPORT NU~BER FIFTY-FIVE ON THE 

.iZ SANH/DNZ/A SHAU VALLEY AREA, FOR Tr®\PERI0D -2-~}9-00 -;;.q
·396-9-00 MARCH 19 68. • "-Lf~~ 

2. · un WEATHER AT KHE SANH WAS GENERALLY GOOD 
~YESTERDAY WITH VI SIB IL ITY TO SE VEN NILES. H0lfE:VER, AT 

/-;:.~~1:.+ffS MORNING, FOG QUICKLY FORt·1ED AND 0BSCU~ED THE 
~S~{Y AND REDUCE:DVISIBI~i;~ TO LESS THAN ONE MILE. THESE 
~ OONDITI0NS ~R~,Y~.ILEu""l":" MORNING BUT THE FOG WAS EXPECTED 
~ TO LIFT BY~~~~ GOOD SKY CONDITIONS ARE EXPECTED 
·~ THE REST OF THE DAY. HEAVY FOG IS AGAIN PREDICTED 3Y -0-100 i ... ~..,~ 

IDURS T0~~0rtROW TO PERSIST UNTIL -®-00-. fJ:~~ P'1 
3. (S) A TOTAL OF 223 SHORT TONS OF SUPPLIES AND 100 

PASSENGER REPLACE~lENTS WERE DELIVERED TO -iffi-eB DURING ----j::,A..,l.s~~ 
THE REPORTING PERIOD. ELEVEN C-130 AND THREE C-123 AIR-
CRAFT CONDUCTED AIRDROPS. FORTY-FIVE MARINE HELICG?TERS 
LANDED WITH CARGO AND PASSENGERS. A TOTAL OF 10.5 TONS 
OF AIR DELIVERY EQUIPt1lENT WAS BACKL0ADED. 

4. IBJ SUPPL !ES REMA IN AT A SATISFACTORY LEVEL 
WITH28 DAYS OF RATIONS AND 23 OR MORE DAYS OF LARGE CALIBER 
AMMUNITIONS ON HAND. 

5. !'SJ A TOT AL OF 56, ROUNDS OF ENEMY IND IRE CT FIRE 
WAS RECEIVED AT KHE SANH; 25 ARTILLERY, 25 MORTAR AND 

•SIX ROCKET. THESE ATTACKS TJ/0UNDED FIVE (THREE EVACUATED). 
GH0U;m ACT ION OCCURRED W_HEN COMPANY D, 1ST 5ATTALI0N, 
9TH MARINES'0BSERVED A NEW ENEMY TRENCH OUTSIDE TtEIR 
p;:RHH~TER. APPROXIMATELY EIGHT -~'-hr"-'NERE ENGAGED WITH er1,2my 

~LL ARMS AND 3. 5 INCH ROCKETS. THE ENEMY iiESP0ND~D 
WiTH HEAVY MORTAR FIRE. FOUR ~~ WERE KILLED AND ONE 
~lAR I NE "WAS w0 UNDED. ,z,i.-.z-,),'fr 

• . . 6. <Sr ALONG THE DMZ, SPORADIC SHELLING OF FRIE~DLY. 
BASES AND INSTALLATIONS CONTINUED AS A TOTAL OF 63 INC0~ING 

-~0~UNDS WERE RECEIVED. THE 0~L Y CASIIALT IES Rr:PORTF.n· t&;~~J. 
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- S3 BASE NORTH OF.CAM LO WHERE FIVE MARINESWERE 

wJUNDED<TWOEVACUATED).TOTALU.S. CASUALTIES WERE 15 WIA 
(SEVEN EVACUATED> KIA Cll ONE INDIVIDUAL AND 18 ENEMY BY AIR), 
AND ONE CREW SERVED WEAPON CAPTURED. 

7. (..S-, ELSEWHERE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE,CONTACT 
WAS LIGHT WITH NO SIGNIFICANT ACTION REPORTED. THE 1ST 
AIR CAVALRY DIVISION CONTINUED NEAR CA RECONNAISSANCE 
LU AND TO THE-'WEST ALONGROUTE 9 IN PREPARATIONFOR 
UPCOMINGOPERATIONS. IN A DECEPTION MANEUVER,ONE ARVN 
BATTALION,ONE USMC BATTALIONAND ONE CAV SQUADRON 

· <REINFORCED1, .f~ITIATED LIMITED ATTAC_KS NORTHWEST_OF _ , 
DONG HA AT .oS-00,-,·tttJuR'S1'-HIS-MuftttfNB .......FIVE NAVALGUNFIRELA .J'T JU,&~-r 

SHIPS CONE CRUISER AND .FOUR DESTROYERS) WILL SUPPORT THIS 
DECEPTIONEFFORT. 

8. '-9-) ARTILLERYFIRE SUPPORT FOR KHE SANH CONSISTED 
OF 82 MISSIONS EXPENDING 1,626 ROUNDS. TWENTY-ONE MISSIONS 
WERE.OBSERVED.·No COFRAM AMMUNITION WAS FIREDo 

9. ~ A TOTALOF 315 TACTICAL AIR SORTIES WERE 
FLOWNIN THE NIAGARAAREA. SEVEN ROAD CUTS, 18 SECONDARY 
FIRES, DAMAGETO TWO MILITARY STRUCTURES AND TWO TRUCKS 
AND DESTRUCTibN OF FOUR MILITARY STRUCTURES AND THREE 
TRUCKSWAS OBSERVED. TACTICAL AIR SORTIES PLANNED FOR 
TOMORROWTOTAL255. 

10. IB) THERE WERE SIX ARC LIGHT STRIKES (36 SORTIES)
SCHEuULEDINTO THE NIAGARA AREA. ONE SORTIE WAS DIVERTED 
~ A SECONDARY FIVE SECONDARYTARGET. ONE STRIKE OBSERVED 

~.,"'i..OSIONScTHERE WERE 18 ADDITIONALSECONDARY --d.. uEXPLOSIONS ~Jacrf;t'I
REPORTEDFOR THE PREVIOUS PERIOD 2809-0e-T-e-29-0-909-. EIGHT 8·b~ f1'A'27m,• ;1,,1:/ 
MISSIONS ARE SCHEDULED FOR NIAGARA FOR 30 MARCH. 

11. 4) A SHAU VALLEY ~~ND PHOTO MISSIONS REPORTED 
ID UN.,USUAL RETUR~S. ONE RECON TEAM REMAINS IN THE VALLEY. • 
~4-

• ____ ------ ~·il)(L -l-~~c,,VC- /-/11!. l?ADAtZ..,, 
~SG--NO-Tr--:DltIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
6¼-

E ...... 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

• 
WASHINGTON 

....:\ 

Saturday, Mar~, 1968 

10:45 a. m9(),,,;f~ A/ 
•. ·. ' .• 

President: oc;;~- ~ Mr. 

At Khe Sanh-DMZ-A Shau: 

56 rounds enemy incoming; 
1, 626 rounds friendly; 
223 tons resupply; supplies 
remain satisfactory level; 
315 tactical sorties, plus 
36 B-52 1 s; 
weather generally good. 

..........-
You should know Bus Wheeler was 

a bit annoyed with CIA this morning for 

calling enemy shelling (56 ro~ds) heavy. 

l ) " riJ-
W _...,lw/--~ostow 

DEC:(AS~IFIED 
Authority as/[). I/J ..../R-

•. B.Y--=-R---: 

. .,,, 

.. 1 




