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Public Affairs

ReEorting

31 Jan 68 -- Christian msg to Bunker and
Westmoreland, Am Public Understanding ---------ceccu--

42 Feb 68 -- State msg to Saigon re factual reporting -----

16 Feb 68 -- Rostow msg to Bunker, briefing plan
approved; requesting factual stories on four subjects ------

3 Feb 68 -- Rostow memo to President, background

briefing by Amb Bunker, 3 Feb 68 ----ccmmmmcmc e o
% Feb 68 -- Rostow memo to President, comments on

Harry McPherson's draft «=-eecccmmm om0
9 Feb 68 -- Bunker statement to American community in

Viet Nam === -ccmmm e e e e e -

12 Feb 68 -- Outline of speech for the President --------------

13 Feb 68 =-- Questions and Answers to Goulding re
Additional troops to Viet Nam ==--ccmmmmc e e e e e

15 Feb 68 -- Nitze Ltr -- Are men being sent back to
Viet Nam who have been there less than two years ago?--------

17 Feb 68 -- Remarks by President at Ft Bragg ~---=-=-==c=u-

17 Feb 68 -- Rostow memo to President, scheduled troop
movements ~---rrcrecr e m e e r e - ———————

17 Feb 68 -- Rostow memo to President, two jobs in hand -----

Face the Nation

15 Feb 68 -- Bunker msg to Christian -----cccecccaaaaanao

23 Feb 68 -- Saigon msg to State, Bunker briefs Thieu
on themes for Face the Nation also ''protective arrest'
of certain political figures --=e-ecmcccmmcmc e eee e m

25 Feb 68 -- Transcript of Thieu Interview =----c-ccaaaa-

26 Feb 68 -- Questions and Answers, Buﬁker/Cronkite -------

\\&;



26 Feb 68 -- Saigon msg to State, interview of Bunker
by Doug Kiker of NBC-TV --cccemcmm e m e e cmm e e

6 Mar 68 -- Background briefing, Saigon, SVN -=-----uu--

8 Mar 68 -- Southeast Asia Resolution of 1968, Rostow ----
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FOR:  AMBAS AD(R BUWKER AND GEH, WESTIHORELAND N
INFO: ZORTHIAN AWD SIDLE - ow E e

FROUs GEORGE CHRISTIAN, PRES3 SLCRETARY TO TH° PRESIDERT _‘@; 5,

YE ARE FACING, IN THESE MEXT FEW DAYS A CRITICAL PHASE IN THE
AMERICAYN PUZLIC'S UNDERSTANDING AND CONFIDENCE TCYARD OUR
EFFCRT IN VIETuWAM, THOEZE OF US WHO HAVE FOLLOWED MOST

INTINATELY THE EVEHTS OF THZ PAST HOURS EAVE THE HIGHIST
ACMIRATION AND RESPECT FCR YOU AHD YOUR ORGANIZATIOHS AlD -
THE FIRMEZST COUFIDENCE THAT WL WILL SUCCIESVLLLY MEET TRIS
LATEST CF&LlEEG:. IT IS IVPERATIVE THST THZ PUBLIC KHERE AT

HOHE BE GIVEN TRE UNHDERSTANDING WHICH SUPPORTS THIS OUTLCOX,
THERE 1S 10 MORZ EFFECTIVE WAY IN YHICH THIS Cﬁﬁ 2% &SSGIFLISHED
THAN THROUGR PERSONAL APPEARANCES BY EACHK OF YOU WITH THE

PRESS, AND PARTICULARLY ON TELEVISION, ALCHS THE LINES H"

HAD DISCUSSED EARLIER. WE CAN ALREADY SZt THAT RECEHT DEVILOP-
MEINTS ARE BIIRG INADEQUATELY REPORTED A,S INTERPRETED,

UHLESS ¥Wo FOUE GUICKLY, MUCH OF THZ RECENT IMPROYEHEINT I

PRESS COVEZRASE ACHIEVED BY THE T4C OF YOU, GEli. SIDLE AND.

BARRY 70?THI¢N, YILL BE LOST. NO ONE CAN APPRECIATZ BETTER THAW
WI HERE AT THE YHITE HOUSE THE PRESGURZS WHICH ARE UPON Yﬂb
JUST NWOu. DESPITE THIS, AND DESPITZ YOUR OWN NATURAL RESERVE
ABOUT PUBLIC APPZARANCES, IT IS THZI PRESIDENT®S FIZILINGES ==
WHI CH Wi ALL SHARE == THAT NOW¥ IS THZ TIME FOR YOU TO STEP
FORVARD AND GIVZ YOUR FEILLOY CITIZIRS A FULL AND IFFECTIVE
PRESINTATION OF GUR POSITION. IF YQU 00, TEEY CABNOT R:iLP BUT

RESPOND- Iti CONFIDENCE AND UNITY TO THE CHALLENGES OF THE
MOMENT,

THIS CLEARLY IS AN ADDED BURDEN, SUT VE BILIEVE 1T OF THE
GREATEST INPORTANCE THAT YOU FIND THE TIXZ AND THE OCCASIONS

T0 DO THIS JOB POR US -~ PARTICULARLY- IN TH“ “CXT ScVLRAL
DAYS¢
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VE ASKED THAT THJS HESSASE BF pp 0. TG BARRY .
HIAN AND TO GEWN. LSE %\ ﬁ%‘ éiﬁ?& )3¥ @ﬂﬁf?ﬁt‘ﬁv
R UTHOST INGEHUITY AMD RESOURSEFULKESS IN SUPPORT OF THIS
A EFFCRT VHICH WE ARE ASKING OF YOU.

LCIFIb, NOTHING CAM MORE DR AﬁATICPLLY COUNTER SCENE
DESTRUCTIVENESS THAN THE CONFIDENT PROFESSI0N&LISH OF

cim

COMMANDING GENERAL. SIMILARLY, THE DIRE PROGROSTICATIONS oF

CONMEZNTATORS CAN BEST EX PUT I ITO PE?SPECLIV‘ B8Y THE SKARED
PIEWGE AKD WISDOW OF OUR AMBASSADOR. -

ILL CONTI%UH TO BACK YOU UP IH LV“RY YAY POSSIFLE, ‘BUT IN
IMMEDIATE SITUATION, APPEARANCES BY YCU WILL MAKE &
TER IMPACT KERE AT HOME THAN MUCH OF WRAT UE CAH SAY,
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L OoMHrT T E N T T t=STATE 188715

LIMDIS

le MISSION AND HACV EFFORTS TG KeEEP PRESS rACTUALLY INFORMED

OF ZVENTS IN SOUTH VIET=NAM IS THOROUGHLY REFLECTED LATfaT

PRESS REPORTS, AGR:E FULLY HITH YOUR INTENTION TC MAINTAIN

FULL FLOW OF INFOHdATIO”! INCLUDING HIGH LEVEL PtRSONAL

APPEA&ANCES; AS BEST WAY TO GUIDE PRESS AWAY FROM INACCURATE AND
SNSATIONAL REPORTINGs

2¢ WE WILL B8E LIMITING OUR OWN COMMENTS TO CONFORM WITH YOUR
UUTPUT, MAKING ZLZAR THAT SAIGON wILL ORIGINATE DETAILED
COMMENTS AS TH S TUATION M VES,

MMENT £ BLTUALESR e DECLASSIFIED

Authority STATE letter MAR 14 1979
By_d.ziQ_ NARS, Date_& ~ 2579




PAGE @2 STATE 148715

PAGE 2 RUEHC 108715 &0 N E 1 0O EN—F+7t—
30 ON THE BASIS OF OUR READING OF COVERAGE HERE WE DFFEn THE
FOLLOWING COMMENTS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE:!

Ae IT IS PREFERABLE TO STAY AWAY FROH DVLRPLAYIVC OUR )

QTE SUCCESSEES UNQTE AT THIS bTACfo AS We READ SITUATIUN IT
WILL. TAKE FgW D&YS BEFORE THINGS wILL Bg. SUF FICIENTLY IN

HAND IN THE URBAN, PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT ARVAS AND WE DO NOT
BELIEVE IT DEbIRABLE T0 APP;AR TO BE MAKING FXC:SSIVF CL#'MR
PREMATURELY. WE DO WISHs HOWEVER, TO PROJECT aTANC; OF CONFIDENC
IN QUR OWN AND GVN ABILITY TU HANDLE TH= aITUATIQNo

Ba WE FE:L THAT CHANGES 0OF GTE DUPLICITY UNDTF

ON PART OF VC SHOULD BE DUWNPLAYED RATHER THAN BEZING MADE

CENTRAL THEME OF QUR EXPLANATION FOR VC CAPABILITYs THIS DOES

NOT MEAN WE SHOULD AVOID CALLINP ATTEVTION TO VC BREAKING AND TAKING
ADVANTAGE OF TET TRUCE AND TRADITIONAL TET ATMOSPHERE

Co WITH UNC¢RTAINTIE5 REMAINING AS TO THE CDU«SE OF EVENTS
OVER THE NEAR TERH WE WOULD PREFER NOT TD PLACE OURSELVES. IN
A POSITION WHERE WE WLULD HAVE TO RETRACT STATED JUDGMENTS AND

PAGE 3 RUEHC 128715 GO—N—F—TDE N T I A L
ANALYSISe WE REALIZE THAT YOU WILL PLAY THIS CAUTIOUSLY sUT
WE EXPECT THAT PRESS MAY TRY TO GET US QUT ON A LIMB»

De WE ARE DRAWING NO REPEAT NO NEW CCONGLUSIONS IN CUR COMMENTS

TO _THE PRESS ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VC AND NVA CURRENT
ACTIVITY AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF NEGOTIATION 3EYOND THE PRESIDENT'S
COMMENT CF FEBRUARY 11 QTE UNTIL WE HAVE SOME SETTER SIGN THAN
THESE. LAST FEw DAYS HAVE PROVIDED THAT HE (THE NORTH VIETNAMESE)
WILL NOT STgP ypP THIq TCRRORISM AND AGGIESSION IF WE HALTT

THE 20MBING, WS SHALL CONTINUE TO GIVE JUR MIN THE PROTECTION

IT ArFORD§°- UNQTE

Eo IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS ABOUT POSSISLE RETALIATION, WE
FFERING QTE NO COMMENT UNGQGTE, Wz D0 NOT WISH TO GO

HAVE EE:N a
3Z¥0ND THIS EITAER CN CR OFF THE RECORD, OR TO SPECULATE 1IN

NY Wﬁf, RU3K

CONFIDENTTAL =
— R
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FOR ANPASZADOR BUNKER 'PROM WALT ROSTOW. )
- FEBRUARY 8 , 1963
YOUR BRIEFING PLAN (SAIG—GN 445) APPROVED, -
- FROM THIS END ANY HARD, FACTUAL STOREES YOU cal @E&ERATE .
6N THE FOLLONING SUBJECTS WOULD BE STABILIZIANG AND HELPFUL:
~='GOOD PERFORMANCE BY THE ARWN AND THE PROVINCE CHIEFS;
com= THE EXECUT IVE: VETALITY 0F THE GOYERNMENT IN DEALING ﬂlTH e T
. FoOD, REFWBEES; £TC Fig e o
-~ SUPPORT VOR THE GOVERNMENT FROSM THE LE&ISLATIVE_ BRANCH, T

POL ITICAL LEADERS, AND NON-GOVERMMENTAL &RQUPS; . __
-~ EVIDENCE THAT THE PEOPLE IN THE CITIES, HAVING HAD A g0
LOOR AT THE VC AND WAR, MAVE MOVED TOWARDS THE GOVERMMENT . - . |

( Am: A MDRE POSITIVE ANTI-VC ATTITUDE.

1IN BRIEFINGS HRRE NE HAVE LSO FOUND EXTRENELY USEFPUL THE -~ o .
- PRISONER OF WAR INTERROGATIONS wulcu You MAY msa To HAKE’ .o
WIOELY AVML&&E‘ v sMaoN e

158, o - w ;
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February 8, 1968

FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER, EYES ONLY, FROM WALT ROSTOW

Your briefing plan (Saigon 445) approved.

From this end any hard, factual stories you can generate on the
following subjects would be stabilizing and helpful:

-- Good performance by the ARVN and the province chiefs;

-~ The éxecutive.vit}/al ity of the gov.ernrnent in dealipg with food,
refugees, etc;

-- Support for the government from the Legislative Branch,
political leaders, and non-governmental groups;

o ‘Evidence that the people in the cities, having?;igood look at
the VC and war, have moved towards the government and a more positive
anti-VC attitude.

In briefings here we have also found extremely useful the prisoner
of war interrogations which you may wish to make widely available in

Saigon.

Acdf-v91-5
by 30k 113,18
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Fehruary 5, 1968

TO: Walt Rostow
FROM: George Christian J‘

I fully agree with Ambassador Bunker's
suggestion regarding Westmoreland.

| b
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70 THE WHITE HOUSE, EXCLUSIUE FOR MR ROSTOW

REFs CAP 80386
. WESTY AND I WILL, OF COURSE, BE RESPONSIVE TO THE PRESIDENT'
WISHES. WESTY GAVE EXCELLENT COMPREHENSIVE PRESS BRIEFING LAST
FRIDAY AND WILL GIVE ONE TOMORROW ALSO. EARLIER FRIDAY, HE WAS
PRECEDED BY GENERAL WEYAND WHO DID FIRST RATE JOBs HE HAD TO BE o
IN FIELD YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND GENERAL CHAISSON FILLED IN FOR HIM,-
ALSO TURNING IN EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE., I HAVE GIVEN TWO STATEMENTS
$gs¥§ggs§ RADIO, AND TV AND HAD BACKGROUND CONFERENCE WITH PRESS

AY,
2. WESTY, BARRY ZORTHIAN, AND 1 WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A SUGGESTION.
WE BELEL E THAT WESTY CAN BE MORE EFFECTIVE AND HAVE MORE IMPACT

- WITH THE PRESS IF HE DOES NOT MAKE HIS BRIEFING A DAILY EVENT. 1IF 1T

BECOMES ROUTINE, ITS SIGNIFICANCE TENDS TO DIMINISH. ANOTHER READ-
ING MIGHT BE THAT IF THE TOP COMMANDER HAS TO APPEAR DAILY THE
SITUATION HERE MUST BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS, CERTAINLY- MORE SERIOUS

THAN WE BELIEVE 1T TO BE..

IF, AS IS CASE NOW, ENEMY ACTIVITY TAPERS OFF AND CLEANUP PROGRESSES
THERE WILL BE LESS NEWS AND WE FELL THAT IF WESTY WERE TO GIVE A
BRIEFING AT TIMES HE AND I THINK APPROPRIATE, SAY EVERY TWO OR .

THREE DAYS, IT WOULD HAVE MAXIMUM IMPACT WITH THE PRESS. : s
3. I WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE COMMENTS ON THE NON=-MILITARY COURSE

OF EVENTS AT APPROPRIATE TIMES AS YOU SUGGEST.

- DELLAQ%IFIED
puthority  STATE letter MAR 14 1979

By ;:ﬁQ _NARS, Date__(e_:.‘f‘-é——z?

j;nrs
-\‘




4, WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR REACTION TO THE ABOVE SUGGESTIONS.

5., ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, ORGANIZATION OF THE JOINT GVN-US TASK
FORCE GOT UNDERWAY YESTERDAY. AT MEETING WITH KY PRESIDING,

IT YAS AGREED THAT PUBLICLY IT WOULD BE A GVN TEAM WITH U.S. IN
SUPPORTING ROLE. ACTUALLY IT WILL FUNCTION AS WE HAD SUGGESTED
(SAIGON 17607) WITH U.S. HAVING FULL PARTICIPATION WITH VIETNAMNESE.
BOB K?MER WAS PLEASED WITH RESULTS OF FIRST MLETINB YESTERDAY AND

1 BELIEVE WE SHALL BE ON THE WAY PROMPTLY. I HAVE. REPORTED MORE
FULLY IN MY WEEKLY MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT, GETTING OFF TODAY.

6. 1 AM ALSO GLAD TO REPORT THAT IN OTHER. ACTIONS MINISTRY OF HEALTH
HAS RESPONDED MAGNIFICENTLY. 1T HAS PRE-EMPTED SERVICES OF SONME
40 ARVN DOCTORS IN SAIGON, AND MINISTER LU Y HAS WORKED

AROUND THE CLOCK FOR THE LAST THREE DAYS. THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC
WORKS HAS ALSO PERFORMED EXTRAORDINARILY WELL. REPAIRS WERE '
QUICKLY MADE TO THE AQUEDUCT IN THE CITY AND ALL OF SAlGON HAS WATER.
FOOD SUPPLIES ARE AMPLE, AID HAS BEEN ABLE TO RESTORE POWER

OUTAGE OF TWO NIGHTS AGO, AND THERE 1S FUEL ON HAD FOR AT LEAST
TWENTY DAYS' SUPPLIES. YESTERDAY WE PICKED UP GUN LEAFLETS
SHOWING PICTURE OF VC TERROR KILLING RECOUNTING THE NUMBER OF

VC KILLED AND CAPTURED, PRAISING ARVN FOR ITS. PROMPT RESPONSE

TO THE VC ACTION, AND CHLLING FOR THE PEOPLE TO STAND FAST IN THE
FACE OF THE VC. '

GP=-1 S
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INFORMATION

THE WHITE HoOUSE

WASHINGTON > ’

- Saturday, Feb. 3, 1968
1:20 p. m,

Mr, President:
You will be interested in this background

briefing by Ambassador Bunker on the
afternoon of February 3, Saigon time,

W o

Attachment
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UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF E‘SAIGON 17628

FOR DONNELLEY FRO#M ZORTHIAN

Ruslis

jul SADOR BUNKER HELD BACKGROUND BRIEFING ATTRIBUTABLE

TO "SENICR AMERICAN OFFICIALS"™ AFTERNOON FEB. 3, ATTENDED BY
SELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF MAJOR AMERICAN NEWS MEDIA,
REUTERS AND AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE. HE MADE FOLLOWING POINTS -
IN INTRODUCTION: - .

-

WHILE WE CANNOT BE CZRTAIN OF NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET
CONG THINKING IN LAUNCHING WAVE OF ATTACKS THROUGHOUT REFUBLIC

REGZEs ins s Ay — o L O
THEREZ ARE MANY INDICATIONS CURRENT PHASE PART OF CAREFULLY-PLANNED
OPSRATION LEADING TO WHAT COMMUNISTS HAVE LONG THOUGHT WOULD 3E
FORERUNNZR OF A GENERAL UPRISING. COMMNUNISTS HAVE 3EEN SaYING -
'THIS PUBLICLY, 4ND HAVE BEEN TELLING THIS TO THEIR TROOP3. V& v kG

AND NCRTH VIETNAMEZSE THOUGHT AS THEY ENTERED CITIES PEOPLE ﬂi?f
WOULD RISE UP TO SUPPORT THEM, OVERTHROW THE GUN AND JOINTHZN

IN RESISTANCE AGAINST AMERICANS. THIS THESIS SUPPORTED 3Y STORIES

UNCLASSIFIED
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RAGE— SR TGO TTSTS 21 U 2o —335+385L

FROM HANOI, LIBERATION RADIO BROADCASTS AND INCIDENTS LIKE ONES
IN SAIGOi] WHERE VC WENT THROUGH NEIGHBORHOODS SAYING "WE ARE FROHM
THE NFL. WE HAVE COME TO LIBERATE SAIGON."

««xfd Va2 on Iedr:
IF THIS THEIR PURPOSE, THEN EFFORT HAS FAILED IN ITS
ESSENCE, THIS IS NOT TO IMPLY COMMUNWISTS HAVE FAILED TO GAIN
HEADLINES IN WORLD PRESS AND MAKE IMPRESSIGN ON VIETMA: ITSELF.
ENEMY HAS GIVEN DRAMATIC IVPRESSION OF ABILITY FCR TERROR AND
DISRUPTION AND CRZATED CONFUSION AND CERTAIN MILITARY PROBLENS.
BUT CLEARLY PEOPLE HAVE NOT RESPONDED WITH A "GENERAL UJPRISING."
THERE IS NO EVIDENCE FROM ANY CITIES ATTACKED THAT THERE HAS
BEEN SIGNIFICANT POPULAR SUPPORT FOR VC. THERE HAVE BEEN SCHE
SUALL GROUPS UNDOUBTEDLY, PARTICULARLY IN CITY LIKE HUE,

RAGE—=Z—RUEHEN™TTSS54t=UNCEAS *

WHO AIDED VC. BUT COMHMUNIST CONCEPT OF "GENERAL UPRISING",
FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. HOW MUCH HANOI LEADERSHIP ACTUALLY
EXPECTED SUCH REACTION HARD TO JUDGE, BUT THIS THEY HAVE BEEN
TELLING WORLD AND OWN PEOPLE. THEREFORE IF TRIS THEIR BASIC
PURPOSE, IT HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED,

I SAY THIS DESPITE FACT I RECOGNIZE IMPACT THEY HAVE HAD
WORLDWIDE AND IN VIETNAM. THEY HAVE SHOW THEY ARE STILL
CAPABLE AT PRESENT CF CONSIDERABLE MILITARY CHALLENGE, WHETHER
SHORT-LIVED OR NOT, AND THAT THEIR TROCP? DISPLAY AND TACTICAL
ABILITY IS STILL VERY G0OD. THIS, OF COURSZ, HAS BEEN DEMON-
STRATED AT A CONSIDERASLE PRICE. WHATEVER ACTUAL FIGURES THEIR
CASUALTIES ARE, THEY HAVE SUFFERED TREMENDOUS LOSSES, SOMEWHERE -
- OVER. 12,88% KILLED THUS FAR. THIS FIGURE VERY LIXELY TO
INCREASE MORE. IT IS LIKELY MANY OF CASUALTIES ARE A:ONG

BEST TRAINED AND MOST EFFECTIVE SOLDIERS. THEY FOUGHT %ELL

AND IT WOULD BE LOGICAL THEY WOULD PICX MOST EFFECTIVE UNITS
FOR TASX OF "LIBERATION." WE KNOYW A NUMBER OF THEIR

BATTALIONS FROM SUCH PLACES AS LONG AN ARE AMONG MOST SEASONED.
LOSS OF THIS TYPZ PERSONNEL CANNOT BE MADE UP QUICXLY THRQUGH

UNCLASSIFIED
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RECRUITMENT CR EVEN THROUGH INFILTRATION.

SC IN ADDITION TO LOSING IN NUMBERS, THEY HAVE LOST IN
MILITARY QUALITY. CERTAINLY, THEY HAVE NCT ACHIEVED ANY SORT
OF MILITARY OBJECTIVE, THEY HAVE CREATED HAVOC AND DISRUPTION,
BUT HAVE BEEN UNASLE HOLD SINGLE .OBJECTIVE OF MILITARY

. IMPORTANCE. ALSO, THEY ARE BEING PUSHED OUT OF FEW AREAS

‘THEY STILL OCCUPY. J@( : .

: 5
I DO NOT MEAN TO IMPLYle WILL HAVE COLLAPSED MILITARILY
BECAUSE OF THESE LOSSES. IN FACT, OUR MILITARY FEEL THAT THEY
HAVE CAPACITY FOR A SECOND WAVE OF ATTACXS ON SELECTED TARGETS
SUCH AS SAIGON., FOR INSTANCZ, THEY HAVE ELEMENTS OF THRZE
DIVISIONS: THE 7TH NORTH VIETMNAMESE AND 5TH AND STH VC THAT
THEY COULD USE IN SECOND EFFORT AT SAIGON. GENERAL WESTMORELAND
ESTIMATES THAT THEY HAVE PROBABLY COMMITTED ONLY ABOUT U
35,203 MEN TO FIRST WAVE OF ATTACXS. IN ADDITICN TO SECOND JJ
WAVE POSSIBILITY, THEY ALSO HAVE MILITARY RESOURCES, LARGELY NVj,
TO UNDERTAXKE ¥MAJCR EFFORT AT KHE SANH AND IN DMZ AREA. OUR
MILITA%;PEOPLE FULLY AWARE THESE POSSIBILITIES, ARE PREPARED

PAGE~S : i
FOR THEHM, AMD EVEN THOUa% MILITARY CHALLENGE ¥MAY BE CONSIDERABLE,
THE FIGHTING BITTER, WE BELIEVE WE WILL BE ABLE TO HANDLE ANYTHING
VC OR NVA CAN THROV AT US IN THIS SITUATION. THUS, I WOULD

THINK BOTH POLITICAL AND #AILITARY OBJECTIVES OF VC WILL
ESSENTIALLY FAIL, ALTHOUGH I HASTEN TO ADD AGAIN THAT THEY

HAVE CERTAINLY MADE SOME IMMEDIATE IMPACT AND OBVIOUSLY HAVE
CREATED PROBLEMS.

TURNING TO MORE IMMEDIATE PROBLENMS. WITH CHALLENGE IN

CITIES ESSENTIALLY REZPULSED, WE HAVE A NEED FOR VERY ENERSETIC
EFFORT ON PART GVN, WITH OUR ASSISTANCE, TO MEET MULTITUDE
PROBLEMS SITUATION HAS CREATED AMONG CIVIL POPULATION. STRIXING

IN MIDDLE OF TET, VC FOUND GVN AT ITS WEAKEST IN TER!MS OF :
MOBILIZING RESOURCES. OFFICIALS WERE ON HOLIDAY AND LACK OF
NEWSPAPER AND OTHER MEANS COMMUNICATION MADE 4O3ILIZING GCVERNMENT
AND PEOPLE DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT THIEU AND VICE

FRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER HAVE BEZEN ACTIVE ALL THROUGH

UNCLASSIFIED
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PERIOD. I HAVE BE”H IN CONSTANT TOUCH WITH THEM ﬁUD GENERAL
WESTMORELAND &1 ““8EEN WORKING CLOSELY WITH THEIR MILITARY.
FACT THAT VIETNAMESE MIGHT BE LESS AGGRESSIVE IN: TERMS

z rr s ety bl '

THEIR PUBLIG VISISILITY WITH WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS THAN VE
ARE SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED TO MZAN THEY HAVZ BEEN STANDING
STILL. PRESIDENT THIEU HKELD NUMBER MEETINGS WITH CABINET AND
-LEADING ADVISORS AND WE HAVE ALSC HaD JOINT MEETING OF SENIOR
OFFICERS. THEY HAVE ALREADY INITIATED SOME EMERGENCY STEPS,
SUCH AS FROVISION OF FOOD IN MANY PARTS OF CITY TODAY, AND THERE
IS MORE IN OFFING. THEY ARE PUTTING INTO EFFECT EMERGENCY
PLANS FOR MOBILIZING THEIR RESOURCES TO MEET PRCBLEMS CF FOOD,
PUBLIC SERVICES, RECONSTRUCTION OF DEVASTERRZVAREAS, ETC.

WE WILL PROVIDE THE¥ WITH EVERY ASSISTANCE WITHIN OUR MEANS.

GENERAL YWESTMORELAND SAYS IN MANY AREAS ARVN PERFORMED

EXCEEDINGLY WELL AND I AM HOPEFUL CIVIL SIDE OF GVN SHOWS PARALLEL
CAPABILITY IN DAYS IMMEDIATELY AHEAD.

BUNXER
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ol
THERE IS NO : PAST FEYW DAYS CREATED PROBLE¥S AND WILL
TAX OUR ABILITIES TO UTHMOST, BUT I AM HEARTENED BY FACT VIET-
NAMESE PZOPLE HAVE PASSED THE TEST BY PROVIDING NZGATIVE
ANSWERS TO VC APPEAL FOR GENERAL UPRISING. WHATEVER MILITARY
CHALLENGE IS AHEAD, I THINX WE CAN FIND SOME STRENGTH IN
ANSVERS VIETNAMESZ HAVE GIVEN. AND, THEREFORE, WE CAN FIND AN
OPPORTUNITY AHEAD TO MEET THESE PROBLE#{S AND TO FORGE A
BETTER SENSE OF NATIONAL PURPOSE. I SEE THUS A CHALLENGE
.TO US AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO TURN THESE EVENTS TO ThE LDN#%AQ
DISADVANTAGE OF THE VC.

FOLLOWING POINTS WiRE MADT DURING QUESTION AND ANSYWER PORTION
(SELECTED QUESTIONS ARZ INCLUDED):

IN THE FIGHTING, THE ALLIES LOST 933 KILLED, OF WHICH
381 WERE AMERICANS, 361 ARVH AND 4 FREE WORLD.

'PRESIDENT THIEU MET WITH HI%EECURITY COUNCIL AND HAS

UNCLASSIFIED
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CALLED IN THE SENATE AND HOUSE FOR CONSULTATIONS. HE IS TRYING
TO DRAW EVERYBODY INTC SITUATION EVERYWHERE IN COUNTRY '

IN AN APPEAL TO THE NATIONAL INTEREST. MISSION HAS ALSO MET
WITH LEADERS, AND HAS FOUND FAVORABLh SUPPORT ToO GOV WHENT'S
APPEZAL. .

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION OF WHO WAS OFFERING SUPPORT TO SUCH
APPEALS, ANM3ASSADOR REPLIED GOOD RESPONSE WAS COMING FROM
OPPOSITION PEOPLE 1IN LOUER HOUSE AND SENATE AND FROM OTHER
WALKS OF LIFE.

WE DO NOT YET HAVE RESPONSIBLE FIGURES ON NUYBER OF CIVILIAN
CASUALTIES.

Q. HOYW CAN THE XILITARY ACTION BE TURNED TO THE GOVERNMENT'S

Fuﬁhﬁiéﬁﬁﬁk*—+4$umﬁkémShAS

ADVANTAGE? A. THE ATTACKS WERE MADE DURING THE TET TRUCE

PERIOD, ON A NATIOWAL AND TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY. IT HAS CREATED

A SENSE OF OUTRAGEZ AMONG THE PEOPLE. IF THZ VIETNAMESE GOVEZRN#ENT
ACTS QUICKLY AND U"“S THE CPPORTUNITY TO UNIFY THE PEOPLE, IT
SEEMS THIS CAN BE TURNED TO A VERY GOCD ADVANTAGE.

Q. IN THE PAST THE U.S. AND GVN HAVE SAID SECURITY WAS THE KEY
FOR SUCCESS IN PACIFICATION, THEN HOW CAN THESE ATTACKS BE
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE GVN? A. I THINK THE ATTACKS WILL SLCY

DOWN THE PROGRESS IN THE PROGRAYM. BUT, BY THE SAMZ TOKEN

I THINX MORE STRINGENT MZASURES CAN BE TAKEN IN GETTING MORE
PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAY.

Q. WHAT PLANS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR BETTER SECURITY? A. MORE
STRINGEINT MEARSURES WILL BE TAKEN TO PROVIDE BETTER SECURITY.
THE OFFENSIVE CAME AT A TIME WHEN THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT

WAS LEAST PREPARED FOR IT. THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE INCREACSING
ITS FORCES IN NEYW MOBILIZATION MEASURES. IT WILL HAVE 65,323
MORE TROCPS BY THE END OF THIS YZAR. THIS IS A VERY SUBSTANTIAL

UNCLASSIFIED
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FORCE FOR A CDUNTRY OF THIS SIZE

. Q. HAS A LESSOV BLEN LZARNED THAT THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT
- TAKE HOLIDAYS, EVEN AT TET? A. I THINK SO.

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US SCME IDEA OF THE PLANS FOR SAI1GON INTHE
COMING WEEK? A. GOVERNJAENT PEOPLE WILL RETURN TO WORX MONDAY.
THERE ARE STILL VC IN THE CITY, PARTICULARLY IN THE 7TH AND

8 TH DISTRICTS WHICH WILL TAKE UNTIL MONDAY OR TUESDAY TO CLEAN
OUT. THE POLICE ARE GETTING TELEPHONE CALLS FROﬂ THE POPULACE
TELLING THEM WHERE THE VC ARE LOCATED.

Q. WHAT ARE THE CHANCES FOR NEGOTIATION NOW? WHAT YOULD

BE THE SITUATION FOR TALKS IF WE HAD AGREED TO A BOMBING

PAUSE A MONTH AGO? A. IF THEY HADN'T TAKLN ADVANTAGE OF THE TRUCE
THERE VOULDN'T HAVE BEEN AN ATTACK.

Q. ,IF YOU WERE ASKED TWO WEEKS AGO WHETHER THESE ATTACKS
BY THE VC WERE POSSIBLE, WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE SAID? A. THAT IS

A HARD QUuaTIou T TRINK I WOULD HAVE SAID IT WAS OBVIOUS
THAT THEY HAD THE CAPABILITY.

Q. IF A SECOND WAVE OF ATTACKS COMES, WOULD IT BE IN AS MANY
PLACES AND ON THE SAME SCALE? A. NO. NO, IT WOULD NOT BE IN
AS MANY PLACES OR WITH THE SAME STRENGTH.

Q. DO YOU SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH HANOI?

A. IT IS NOT UP TO {E TO SaY. I'VE NEVER SEEN ANY INDICATION

THAT HANOI IS INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATICNS EXCEPT ON THE BASIS

OF THEIR OWN FOUR POINTS. AS FOR THE IMMEDIATE PCSITION

OF THEX REPUBLIC OF VIETNA!l: THERE MIGHT BE A HARDENING ON ITS
PART BECAUSE OF THE ATTACKS-THE CBVIOUS PURPOSE OF HANOI WAS

TO TRY TO TAKE OVER IN THE SCUTH. .

Q. CAN WE USE THE BASIS OF. THESE ATTACKS NOY TO SaY TO

UNCLASSIFIED
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GENERAL VINH HE MUST CHANGE HIS MILITARY ORGANIZATION AND ... 2
A. ARVN HAS HAD THE BRUNT OF THESE ATTACKS, AND HAS PERFORMED WELL.

PeSEGRUEMG Ml LS 5Bt HCTA S

ON ANOTHER QUESTION IMPLYING THE WEAKNESS OF THE GVN AND
MILITARY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT SUCCESS THE ATTACXS HAD,

THE A¥BASSADOR REPLIED THE ATTACKS WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL, THE

GVN AND MILITARY HAD RECOVERED FROM THE ONSLAUGHT, WERE THROWING
THE ENEMY OUT AND CAUSIN3Z HEAVY CASUALTIES. :

ON ANOTHER QUESTION IMPLYING THE ATTACKS MEAN A FAILURZ

OF THE OVERALL EFFORT HERE, HE SAID: I DON'T THINK BECAUSE

YOU HAVE HAD THIS KIND OF AN ATTACX THE SITUATION IS A FAILURE.
WE HAVE HAD SETBACKS BEFORZ. EVZN IN WOULD WAR II, THERE

WAS THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. I SAID WHEN I WaS IN WASHINGTON
THE LAST TIMZ: "STEADY BUT NOT SPECTACULAR PROGRESS WAS BEING
MADE."™ THIS HAS BEEN A SUBSTANTIAL MILITARY DIFEAT OF THE VC,
BUT IT HAS CREATED SOYE DIFFICULTIES, SOME SETBACKS, OF COURSE.
BUNKER )
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Monday, Feb, 5, 19568 '7
12:20 p, m. T 43

MR, PRESIDENT:

I have gone over Harry McPherson's latest draft which looks to me
basically good.

I shall put forward to him certain minor specific suggestions.

My major suggestion is that it requires ~- perhaps just before the last
paragraph on page 22 -- a passage like the following:

“In the end, the Communists® attacks are aimed against two political targets:

-« the political life of South Viet Nam;
-= the political life of the United States,

As for the South Vietnamese, the reports that I have been receiving

are encouraging. The military and civilian leadership understand that
this is a moment of opportunity, as well as crisis. The new Ccnstitutional
institutions of the country must be rnade to work on the basis of efficiency
and national unity. Coordinated efforts are now under way of a kind we
have not before seen in Saigon, to re-establish normal life and security

in the cities, the towns, and the countryside., There is a chance that
South Viet Nam will emerge in the weeks and months ahead with stronger
political institutions and a greater sense of nationhoed and common destiny
than before, We shall help them to do that in every way we can; although
they know that it is basically 2 job they must do for themselves,

The second target is the political life in the United States, They want
us to believe that the struggle against them is hopeless: that we should
settle not for self-determination and one-man, one-vote, but for
turning power over to them., "

With minor changes, the text would then proceed ''responding to that pressure,
etc. "

W. W, Rostow

cc: Harry McPherson
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FOLLOYWING IS TEXT OF STATZMENT MADE BY AMBASSADOR BUNKER ON
ARMED FORCES RADIO AFTERNOON FE3. 9 ADDRESSED 10 AMERICAN -
COMMUNITY IN VIET-NaM:

BEGIN TEXT IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE TET HOLIDAY ATTACKS BY
NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES UPON ¥AJOR PCPULATION
CENTERS IN SCUTH VIETNAM, I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES
TO ADDRESS THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN SCUTH VIETNAM AND TO
REPORT TC YOU ON THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THZ REPUBLIC.

I ALSO W¥ANT TO RELATE TO YOU THE SU3STANTIAL PROGRESS ¥HICH
IS BEING MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM IN

PAGE 2 RUZHGN 18716 UNCLAS ,

ITS EFFORTS TO RESTORE PUBLIC SERVICZS AND PROVIDE RELIEF AND
SECURITY FOR THE CIVILIAN POPULATICN WHICH BORE THE BRUNT OF
THE TERRORISTS' ATTACKS. :

AT THE OUTSET}.LET ME REPEAT TO THE ENTIRE AMERICAN COMMUNITY--

UNCLASSIFIED
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MILITARY AND CIVILIAN--WHAT I HAVE ALREADY SAID TO THE STAFF
. OF THE U.S. MISSION IN VIETNAM. I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE
OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE OF AMERICANS ALL OVER THE REPUBLIC
DURING THESE PAST ELEVEN DAYS. IN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT

TASKS RANGING FRO! THE DEFENSE OF YOUR OWN LIVES AND HOMES
TO THE CARE AND SHELTER OF VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN VICTINMS OF
VIET CONG TERROR, AND OFTEN IN EXCEEDINGLY DANGEROUS CIRCUY-
STANCES, AMERICAN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PERSOUHNEL HAVE
PERFORMED WITH COURAGE AND DISTINCTION IN THIS TIME OF
CHALLENGE.

I KNOW MANY OF YOU--THROUGH YOUR WORK WITH YOUR VIETNAMESE
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN COUNTERPARTS--ARE ALREADY AWARE OF THE
VIGOROUS RESPONSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF

PAGE 3 RUEHGN 18716 UNCLAS

VIETNAME TO THE DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS OF THE ATTACKS. THEIR
PERFORMANCE IN THESE CRITICAL DAYS HAS OFFERED A POWERFUL
DEMONSTRATION OF THE COMMITMENT OF ITS LEADERS TO THE YELFARE
OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND NATION AND TO MAINTAINING NATIONAL
CONFIDENCE IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST AGGRESSION.

300N AFTER THE INITIAL ATTACKS LAST WEEK THE GVN LEADERSHIP
INAUGURATED A MASSIVE NATICNWIDE EFFORT TO CARE FOR THOSE LEFT
HOMELESS OR INJURZD. THIS EFFORT IS CONTINUING, SUPPORTED BY
FREE WORLD AID EFFORTS. AT THE SAME TIME, MILITARY FORCES
WERE MOVING RAPIDLY TO ELIMINATE THE THREAT POSED BY THE VIET
CONG PRESENCE IN MAJOR CITIES AND TOWNS., AT THE DIRECTION OF
PRESIDENT THIEU, A SPECIAL CABINET-LEVEL NATIONAL RECOVERY
COMMITTEE HEADED 3Y VICE PRESIDENT XX HAS BEEN ESTA3LISHED

. AND IS WORKING ACTIVELY TO COORDINATE RELIEF AND RECOVERY -
PROGRAMS AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.
THIS COMMITTEE IS-RECEIVING FULL SUPPORT AND COOPERATION FROM
ALL U.S. AGENCIES AND PERSONNEL IN VIETNAM. I HAVE KEPT

IN CLOSE COMMUNICATION WITH PRESIDENT THIEU AND THE OTHER
LEADERS OF THE GOVERNMENT. I HAVE ASSURED THEY THAT WE STAND

UNCLASSIFIED
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A\GE 4 RUEHGN 18716 UNCLAS
WILLING TO UNDERTAKE ANY ADDITIONAL EFFORTS WHICH MAY PROVE
NECESSARY IN THE TASKS OF RELIEF AND RECOVERY.

I XNOW EACH OF YOU, AS A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY

IN VIETNAM, STANDS READY TO DO THE SAME., MaNY PROBLENMS

REMAIN. WE ARE ENTERING A TIME OF TESTING IN WHICH PUBLIC
ATTITUDES TOWARD BOTH THE GVN AND THE U.S. WILL BE SIGNIFICANTLY
INFLUENCED BY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR JOINT RESPONSE TO THE
GREAT NEEDS OF THE VICTIMS OF AGGRESSION. ALREADY THERE HAVE
BEEN HEARTENING SIGNS OF A NATIONAL VIETNAMESE RESPONSE IN
SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS. I KNOW THAT WE AMERICANS
IN VIETNAM WILL DO THE SAME. I WOULD ASK THREE THINGS OF

EACH OF YOU IN THIS CRITICAL TIMEZ: THAT YOU KEEP WORXING TO THE
BEST OF YOUR ABILITY ; THAT YOU GIVE NO CREDENCE TO UNCONFIRMED
RUMORS WHICH ARE SO WIDESPREAD THESE DAYS; AND THAT YOU. MAKE
EVERY POFSIBLE EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE VIETNAMESE

IN THEIR OWN EFFORTS TO RESTORE NORiAL NATIONAL LIFE.

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE NORTH UiETNAMESE AND THE VIET CONG HAVE
SUFFERED A MAJOR SETBACK IN THEIR MILITARY CAMPAIGN AGAINST

PAGE 5 RUEHGN 18716 UNCLAF

{fE VIZETNAMESE AND ALLIED FORCES. SINCE THE ATTACKS BEGAN,
THEIR LOSSES HAVE NUMBERED OVER TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND.
THESE HAVE INCLUDED MANY OF THEIR BEST CADRE. IN ADDITION, :
ANY EXPECTATICNS THEY HAD FOR A GENERAL UPRISING IN SUPPORT OF
THEIR ATTACKS DID NOT MATERIALIZE. INSTEAD, MUCH OF THE
POPULATION THROUGHOUT VIETNAM COOPERATED WHERE EVER IT COULD
IN LOCATING AND ELIMINATING THE VIET CONG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE
AGGRESSORS. THE RUTHLESNESS AND DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ATTACXS
SHOULD BRING HOME EVEN MORE FORCEFULLY TC THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH
VIETNAM THE STRATEGX AND GCALS OF HANCI AND THE VIET CONG.

AY .

LET ME REPEAT¢ WE STILL FACE DIFFICULTIES AND CHALLENGES.
THERE WILL BE A PERIOD OF CONTINUING INCONVENIENCE FOR ALL OF US
IN VIETNAM, AND THE SECURITY SITUATION WILL REMAIN OF CONCERN.
" I-XKNOW THAT THE VIETNAMESE FORCES AND OUR OWN HAVE THE SITUATION
WELL IN HAND. I KNOW ALSO THAT THE OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE AND
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--LF-CONTROL WHICH YOU HAVE DISPLAYED DURING THIS DEMANDING
PERIOD WILL CONTINUE TO INSPIRE YOUR FELLOYW AMERICANS AT HOME,

AS IT HAS ME. EACH OF YOU HAS MY BEST WISHES AND MY GRATEFUL
THANKS FOR ALL. THAT YOU HAVE DONE. END TEXT.

PAGE 6 RUEHGN 18716 UNCLAS
BUNKER
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1. The Enemy's Winter~Soring Cifenslve = (ﬁéwgﬁ“ D

: ¥
-- What we krnew beforehand: Maxilmum enemy 'é??ort. then ff'yiﬂ
negotizte on his terms,

= What actions we took: 102 of 106 battalions by Christmas; warning
allics (Canberra); reject encmy 7-day truce and cancelled I Corps
truce; U, S. {forces on full alert.

-- Nevertheless, by secrecy and viclating Tet, important tactical
surprise was achieved In the citles, ’\

2. Resgults thus far,

Positive: -- The people did not revolt;
-~ cities and towns held by the government;
-- ARVN fought well;
-- Covernment united and worked well with people on relief;
-~ very heavy enemy casualties Inflicted and weapons lost
by enemy. ' Two figures wholly consistent. Also many
prisoners taken,

Negative: -- troopicoacentrated on city protection;
3 -~ clvilian casualtics, destSustion, and refugee. (Appeal
for private relief aid?)

-- severe ARVN and U, S, casualties, although Better than 10/1; |
-- gome temporary disruption of pacification;
<= DMZ-Khe Sanh battle still to be fought,

3. Where are We?

We 4re in the midst of a great battle, perhaps the climactic battle
of the Vietnamese war. We Amerlcans have been there before: from
Saratoza to Gettysburg; from the Battile of the Bulge to the Communist
offensives In Korea in April and May 1951, We keep our heads; we put the
handwriagers aside; and get on with the business,

4. Yhat Shall We Do?

-- Work with the Vietnamese to expand and modernize their forces?

- ==  Work with the Vietaamese in relief and recovery of the cities ard
towns? '




-z-

-~ Move rapidly tc the 525, 000 mien we planned.

-= Make sure Westy and our men go Into the battles ahead with
everything they noed at hand and a united America back home,

5. DNepotiate?

Cf course, we want peace., Hanol knows the kind of peace we want
and are prepared to negotiate. DBut we shall make sure that, having failed
in his ruthleas and brutal assault on the life of the citles and towns, the
enemy does not achleve by diplomacy and political pressure and soft
heacd=lness what he falled to achieve in the Tet attacks, We sghall not
abandon the people who voted for a Constitution, who voted for President
and Vice President, who voted for a Senate and a2 Lower Housge, who turned
their backa on the Communists when they appealed for an uprising,

When the other side is ready to talk about peace, we chall be ready.
But we have had enough of phoney peace feelers and chicanery., It must be
the real tning.
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This is a summary of the questions and answers of Assistant Secretary of vt
- Defense Phil G, Goulding's meecting with newsmen in connection with the '
b dep;.oyment of additional troops to Vietnam, at 12:15 p,ra., February 13, 1968. '
This iz not a verbatim tranacrspt and should not be uaeu as such,
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Mze. Gouldiu : We have gotten several queries this moraing on uaits

: _already elther alertod for movement or ordered to rmove to Vietnam, and

-
.
P I e T
. = o

therefors, I can say this: In compliance with General Westmoreland's

ma e . ”
o

- request, we are deploying a,ppro-:cimately 10,500 additional troops to

. South Vietnam,

i aw sm Ay

" Question: Is this in addition to the 525, 0007

Answer: This is in addition to the 500, 000 that ave there now,

!l " Question: Does this raiee the celling?
¢ 'Answar It does not raise the ceiling a.‘oova the 525, 000. - This &ep’iomenﬁ

¢ -'19 witiin tho 525, 000 suthorization,
1 .
B

' o Question: It would have been deployed anyway?

Answer; I didn'é_aa.y t&mae units would have been deploye.d aﬁyway_. But
. i'_the denloynient of these units is within the 525, 000,
Queation. "Why did General Weatmorela.na request thege? When?

- Answ = Wne-z -- within the last few da.ya a.nd why == for tnsurance nurposes.

Question} These are ground units? Ground combat units ? Army or -

Marins ?

i Answer: 1 cannot identify by Service or by unit designation any of them -
until thoy close in Viotnam, They will be {dentificd according to the normal ‘

way at that thne, . e .
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Question: Are t};ey'going by air?

Answer; If wo get iuto vghéfe they ave coming from, we get into poas'{b‘ie' "
identification, | |
| Questiom Are we talkinﬂ’ ab.out troops {rom NATO?
Answer: We are not. taiking about any pun out from NATO,

Question: [Ga*-ble )

Answer: I am not going to dis cuss deployment timc;a. When they close
in Vietnam, they will be announced,

" Quostion: Are ws talking about something very soon?

Questions

‘Question:

They have gone already? ' *

Could you explain why

e ar—
..
.

i
I
!.
l

o e

Tais inéicatea a change of planning,
different types of units are going than h#ve been explained earlier?
Answez: I would ra.ther not add to anything I have said on that, It is
ery important to keap the 525, 000 £n propex perspechve. There has been
-no authorization to send more tha.n £25, 000 men to South Vie thaMysee
 Question: Are there other \mi.ts that have been scheduled to go?

. Answer: '(Continuing}_ Above and beyond that, evaluations will have to be
e | :
Q;.t-estiom This is not routine?

Answer: I am n;ot going tc; char#cteriza it,

Question: {Gardble) (Do you' plan tol can raser\;as? }_
| Anawer:.

No decision has been made to do 80,

Question: Without ¥evealing the type of unit, is it an 1ntegrai wnit'?

Smmem s imees smmes  gr s 808 sqgays 1ee s v e b s ow amss mas ey
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Answer: I'm not going to identify the unite any further. When they close
5 in Vietnam, they will be. announced and identified, These are active units,

. . Dot resarve units,

Quostion': Has the 82nd airborne been alerted for deployment?

" .
- smEtmaad

S )
pr——————

Answaor: “'In compliance with General Westmoreland's ::équ.eat, we are

-

]

—

" Qeploying 10,500 additional troops to South Vietnam," I am not going to

e Ay e

identify any of thess units, . '

Question: Did he request ovex 525, 0007

Answer: He has not, I won't go into details of the request, But the

L e e
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roquest he made is belng filled,

i Ao

© Ruestion: Is this a unit?

Answer: Iam not going to break it down, : . .
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Question: Does this portend a veserve ¢call up?

)

Answer! No deciglon has been made,

© Question: Latest figure in Vietnam?

T

Answor: It is 500, 000, : e i i _ ' ; l

" .
a. i
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.. +- Question: Has this movement already begun?

3

- e, at b e
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Answer: No comment, _ I

Question: Is this a speed up of movement of troops? v

-

PP
et A

Answer: Yea, it is a epead up. I don't want to leave an exrronoous )

.
piots tyee
;

i impression about that,
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Question: These units that had been earmarked for Southeast Asia for

& .
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- Vietrnam, are thaly' still going to go? ' K :
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additional 7, 000 into the next fiscal year, I'm not sure how many months

Answer: The full evaluation has not yet been made, and whether they

will ever be above 525, 000 has yet to be evaluated, These unite are within
- the 525,000, Absolutely no decision has been made to vaise 525,000 by 2
"slngle man, Those ave all that are authorized to go, Thess units ave within

" that total,

-

Question; Theso ave all ground combat units ? -Do they include logistic

_'and support?
| ~Answer: They ave basically combat units,
_ Questic.m: Ave these maneuver battalions ?
| Answer: I won't identify them,

Question: Insurance agaiunst what?
Answer: Enemy threat,

Question: Papers did vefer to a second cycle of attacks, could we assume see ?

Ans-we*:: I'm not golng to dlscugs deploymaeants tha? Ceneral Westmoreland
: i.s.goinlg to mako of these troops,

Question: The schedule of additional 25,000 ~= when ware they called to )

" be there? : . ' L ’

Answeyr: The present gschedule calls foxr 518, 000 by June 30 and the

into the next fiscal year, A

Queation: Will this action change that time table?
Answor: Not nocossarily, I doa’t know the anawex, It won't raise the

52%, 000,

i
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 of these Wwill be going back?

.
.
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Question: Will a lot of guys be sent back for Be,«.:'ond tours?

Answer \'r;ithin the number are somé that would be going back be;fore
the Z_fznmon;‘.h non~returnce policy. . | '
. Question: They aren't going to have time to cull out a lot of these people?

Answezr: I don't want to say that, .

Questiont What is the ;.:urpose, magnitude of this? What proportion

~Answer: Ihave no notion at this tima; ' . :
-Que.stic:n: Can you say if they are Army and Marine.s? - " m "
Answezt The answey isnol ciah't:. I really can't, . o
: Que.stion: What {s the source? | ' ‘ i
Answer: Any way you want it, | | T
- : i Pa,
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MEMORANDUM

| iz THE WHITE HOUSE WTgaMation
x|
¢ WASHINGTON L’,,’

Thursday, February 15, 1968 .
3:45 p. m,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THRU: George Christian C’?”"
Paul Nitze called me, at the instigation of his Public Affairs people,
to say that they are beginning to face pressure on the following
question: Are any men being sent back to Viet Nam who have been
there less than two years ago? :
In fact, some of the men going back have served there more recently.
He says that if we do not acknowledge that our policy has been

temporarily modified in some respects, we shall be getting adverse
press stories,

I told him to put it in writing, and I would transmit the matter to you,
since I knew you had strong views on all publicity aspects of these
troop movements, .

{W. ” n’. Rostow



TRHE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

February 15, 1968

Honorable Walt W. Rostow
Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Walt:

Following up on our phone conversation, I believe we face a barrage
of criticism in the press and on the Hill if we do not answer 2 nurabsr
of queries we now have from both sources concerning deployment
modifications in our Vietnam assignment policies related to the de-
ployment of 10,500 troops. As you know, our Public Affairs people
have been declining to provide such information, because to do so
would confirm officially what is widely known -~ namely that both
Army and Marine Corps units are involved. If there are overriding
requirements to maintain our position, we shall certainly do so,

But I suggest that otherwise we would be much better off to make
available to newsmen on a "Response to Queries' basis, the following
informations

"We have been asked for the policy modifications which apply
to the deployment to South Vietnam of approximately 10,500
additional ground forces.

"These forces are composed of both Army and Marine Corps
personnel,

“The Army objective is to provide 25 months between tours

in Vietnam or other short tour areas. Individuals who will

have 60 days remaining in their terms of service and who

may have returned from Vietnam not less than 60 days at the time
their unit is ready for deployment will deploy with their unit in
this case. '
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"The Marine Corps objective is to provide 24 months

between assignments to Vietnam, Temporarily, and for

a limited number of units, this policy has been changed
reducing the CONUS tour to 12 months before reassigument
overseas. Personnel with over four months obligated service
remaining are eligible for assignment overseas. "

Sincerely,

Tl
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 17, 1968

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
(Pope Air Force Base, North Carolina

e

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA ?

AT 5:05 P.M. EST

General Seitz, General Jchnson, General Walt,
Troopers:

Wherever you are, wheTever you go, each of you knows
that you have with you always the devotion, the concern, the

prayers of all of those dear to you and to whom you are very
dear.

As you depart once again to answer the call from
afar, I come here today as your President to tell you that on
your journey the hearts of this Nation and the hopes of men
in many nations fly with you and will follow with you until
this duty is done.

It is never easy for men to leave. It is never
easy to ask men to leave home and happiness for duty far,
far away.

But the duties of freedom have never been easy.
For your Nation, for all of its people, those duties may be-
come more demanding, the trials may become more difficult,
the tests more challenging, before we or the world shall know,
again, that peace on this planet is once more secure.

In every capital where there was a prospect, in every
forum where there was a promise, your Nation and its leader-
ship has sought peace.




The rpewer of the enemy in Vietnam has been pillage.
The enemy has iaunched a major counter-offensive against the
Government and the people of South Vietnam. He has marshaled his

power around the cities of South Vietnam, in I Corps and else-
where. .

After 2-1/2 years in which he has seen his grip on the
people weaken, he has finally decided to try to win now --
this year. His aim is to shake the Government of South Vietnam
to its foundations, to shake the confidence of the South Viet-
namese people -~ to destroy the will of your people, the
American people -~ to see this struggle through.

In his first attempt three weeks ago, he failed.
He did inflict terrible wounds on the people, and he took
terrible losses himself, He did prove, again, what the world
has long known =-- that terrorists can strike and can kill

without warning before the forces of order can throw them
back.

- And now he has struck again. At this very hour, a
second wave of terrorists is striking the cities, Our forces
are ready. I know they will acquit themselves, as they
always lhave, however tough the battle becomes, and wherever
- it comes.

MORE




Fort Bragg, North Carolina Page 2

There has never been a finer fighting force wearing
the American uniform than you and the one that you are going
to join.

We long to see this bloodshed come to an end. Month
after month we sought to find an honorable solution to the
struggle that has torn Vietnam for 20 years. The enemy's
answer was clear. It is written in the towns and the cities
that he struck three weeks ago -- in the homeless thousands
who fled the scenes of battle -- in the army that he has massed
in the North near the DMZ.

And our answer -- your answer -- must be just as
clear: Unswerving resolution to resist these ruthless attacks,
as we have resisted every other,

Now remember this: You, each of you, represent
America's will -- America's commitment -- in a land where our
own security, as well as South Vietnam's freedom, is now
facing a deadly challenge. Men who have never been elected
to anything are threatening an elected government and the
painfully achieved institutions of democracy.

You -- each of you -- have a great role to play in
this struggle. I believe -- I know =-- that you will serve
the cause of freedom just as your forefathers served it. You
will serve it with bravery, you will serve it with skill,
you will serve it with devotion.

We, all America, are proud of you. I came here to
speak in behalf of all America, and to tell you that you are
our finest because you are the Airborne.

(The troops responded with "All the way, sir.")

God bless you and keep you.

END (AT 5:13 P.M. EST)
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 4

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

—E=ERET ‘%

Saturday, February 17, 1968

Mr, President:

Between 0100 this morning and 0100 tomorrow morning, the following
troop movements by air to Vietnam are scheduled:

-- 27th Marines, El Toro, California, 12 flights with 648 passengers;
-- 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne, Fort Bragg, 18 flights, 564 passengers,

After today's departures, there will still be 1594 Marines still to go
from the West Coast and 2185 Airborne troops still to go,

Therefore, there would seem to be no problem about arranging a
departing group as a backdrop for your presence at either place.

u?/ ‘wf—-ﬁostow

DECLASSITIED
‘\r;thr)r"irv_ﬁﬁf'_.g}g.’." 97':1']
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 5 '

Saturday, February 17, 1968 -- 10:45 a, m.

Mr, President:
In response to your instruction, we have two jobs in hand:
-- Bill Jorden is working quietly with Amb, Bui Diem on a speech

on the "illusions of U, S, critics' of our Vietnam policy. He will have an
audience of 1500 in the Shoreham,

-- Marshall Wright is working on a major speech for the Senate.

_ w’&jﬁostow
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Fil ANIB BUNKER SAIGON &5

TO -FHE WHITE KOUSE FOR GLORG& CHRISTIAN (PRIORITY)

REFs CAP 82333 ‘ :
- WITH REFEREKCE TO YOUR MESSAGE TO GENERAL WZSTHORELAND AnD ME

SGARDING PUBLIC APPZARANCES AT APPROPRIATE TINES, HARTIH AGRO:ISKY,
UHO IS 1OV HERE, HAS ASKED ME WAETHER I VOULD APPEAR ON "FACE TuE
NATION® THIS WEEKe 1 BELIEVE HE PLANS TO HAVZI A PANEL COWSISTING OF
HIMSELF, WALTER CROUKITE, A:ND ONE QTHER PZRSON WHOM AE HAS «OT
YET NAMED, I HAVEZ DISCUSSED THIS WITH 3ARRY ZORTHIAN And Tri ONLY
REZSERVATION BOTH OF US HAS IS THAT IT WIGKT 82 A LITILE EARLY I~ THE
GAME IN VIEYW OF THE FACT THAT WE HAVE NOT VERY COUPLZTE INFURHATION YET
OW THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRYSIDEs ON THdE OTHER WA, I nAD TUELVE
OF THZ PRZSS IN FOR LUNCH TODAY AlD A BACKGROUNLD SEISSION AFIEZRVARD,
IN”LUDISS AGRONSKY, AND I THINK THE KInD OF QUISTIONS WHICH WERE PUT |
T 10 ©Z COULD BE HAWDLED SATISFACTORILY, 1 COULD UNDOUBTEDLY DO A
BETTER JOB A WEZEX FROM w0¥, 3UT THIS DOES {OT SUIT AGRONSKY'S SCHEZDULE
SINCE n% KOPES TO HAVE THIZU ON LEXT WEEKe O©ON BALANCZ, ZORTHIAN |
AtD I ARE INCLINED TO GO AHEAD BUT I TrOUSH I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOUR
JUDGHUENT ALSO., REGARDSe. BUHKER
SECRE T EYES ONLY VIA CAS CHANKELS
GP=-1
200

DECLASSIFIED
Authority STATE letier WAR 14 1979

BY—A.ﬁL NARS, Date_6-35-79
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February 23, 1968
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. o PY o
FROM WALT ROSTOW

FOR THE PRESIDENT

Herewith Amb, Bunker briefs Thieu on themes for Face The Nation

and gets a firm commitment on dates for two new corps commanders
(March 1) and new province chiefs (April 1), Also, an explanation for

""protective arrest' of certain political figures.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority JBZ. 7-S-28 2k 715C /-2 478 Lilna

By__a g2 . NARS, Date I /- 74




. MATTERS RELATING TO NEGOTIATIONS AND COALITION GOVERNMENT,

DECLASSIFIED
Authority _STATE letier MAR 9 F%EE‘:P ’ o
By. -_A.;ﬁz . NARS, Date_6-35-7 7 o ‘ 5}
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Fi AMEMBASSY S{IGON

TO SECSTATE %YASHDC INMMEDYATE 7283
INFO CINCPAG’

SAIGON 20273
FOR POLAD

s e
1. I SAW PRESIDENT THIEU EARLY EVENING OF FEBRUARY 22 AND DISPUS:EDx,‘ ‘
WITH HIM THE POINTS THAT WE HOPED HE WOULD COVER IN HIS FACE THE \;
NATION APPEARANCE (SFATE—i-154409-y HE APPRECIATED HAVING THESE . {
SUGGESTIONS AND THE OTHER MATERIAL WE HAD GIVENHIiY TO PREPARE
FOR HIS APPEARANCE. IN CONNzZCTION WITH THE MILITARY FIGURES
CONVERNING THE NUMBEZR OF MEN UNDER ARMS IN VIETNAY AS AGAINST
THE U.S., I SAID THAT THX PROPORTION IS REALLY VERY IMPRESSIVE
AND MOST PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE NOY LARGE THEZ ARMED FORCES IN

~

PAGEwS R Ul L R 527 S S E R -

eIvinIAN
VIETNAM ARZ IN RELDTION TO THE NATION'S SIVEE=%END POPULATION. _
I ACDED THAT THIS FACT, PLUS THE PROPOSED INCREASE UNDER THE NEW|,
DRAFT PROVISIONS, WILL HAVE A VERY POSITIVE EFFECT. I TOLD
THIEU THAT I THOUGH HE WOULD ALSO BE CLOSELY QUESTIONED ON

TSPECIALLY TO SEE IF THERE WERE ANY REAL DIFFERENCES 1IN
IEYPOINT BETWEEN THZI GVN AND THE UsSG.
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PAGE—22—~-S4TGON~2027 02311582

2. I THEN RETURNED TO THE SUBJECT OF THE ARRESTS OF CERTAIN
POLITICAL FIGURES WHICH I HAD DISCUSSED WITH HIM THE DAY
BEFORE (SAISOR—284P4). THIEU SAID THAT THIS DECISICN HaD

BEEN MADE AT A CABINET MEETING ON FEBRUARY 27 AND EMPHASIZED
THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE BEING "INVITED" TO THE POLICE
SPECIAL BRANCH COMPOUND FOR THEIR OYN PROTECTION AND FOR THE
SECURITY OF THE NATION. HE REITERATED THAT THE GVN HAD INTELLIGENCE
THAT THE VC WISHED TO EXPLOIT THESE PERSONS TO PROMOTE "PEACE"
AND "COALITION GOVERNMENT". HE SAID THAT THEY WOULD BE NEITHER
ARRESTED NOR INTERROGATED AND WOULD BE KEPT IN COMFORTABLE
QUARTERS. HE ADDED THAT A NUMBER OF OTHERS WHO WERE ON THIS
REPORTED VJEI CONG LIST WOULD BE INVITED TO COOPERATE UNDER

PAGE_ 3 _RUNJIR-2.02-7 Seimmumimiiion-
SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES.

3. I STRESSED ONCE AGAIN THAT IT WAS VERY IMPORTANT FOR THE
MINISTER OF INTERICR AND POLICE AUTHORITIES TO COORDINATE
CAREFULLY WITH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF INFORMATION SINCE THIS
WHOLE MATTER MADE AN EXTREMELY BAD IMPRESSION ABROAD. I 0B-
SERVED THAT IF THE SECURITY OF THE NATION ¥AS IMFACT INVOLVED AND
THE PEOPLE UNDERSTOO0D THIS, THEN THEY ¥OULD SUPPORT IT.

{IEU AGREED AND SAID THAT HE WOULD SEE THAT THIS WAS PROPERLY
nANDLED., :

4. VE DISCUSSED AGAIN THE SWITCH IN CONTROL OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER, AND THIEU REITE-
RATED THAT THIS HAD BEEN FULLY AGREED AMONG KY, LOC, AND HIMSELF.
IN ADDITION TO THE REGULAR MORNING MEETINGS, UNDER '
THE(PMY THEIU SAID THAT HE PLANNED TO MEET AT LEAST TWICE A WEEK
WITH hHEM IN HIS OWN SITUATION ROOM IN ORDER TO KEEP IN TOUCH

WITH |THE PROGRESS BEING MADE. KY ALSO WOULD KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH
WITH|THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE, HE ADDED THAT WITH RESPECT TO

* MY EARLIER SUGGESTION THAT THERE BE A BAN PLACED ON PRIVATE

- LUXURY CONSTRUCTION, HE EXPECTED TO TAKE ACTION SHORTLY TO

_ fRImE m1NIS FER
PAGE =4 RUHIIR—25270 SubetRmSmfe
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"PLACE SUCH A BAN IN EFFECT FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHT MONTHS TO

YEAR.

5. THIEU THEN DESCRIBED SOME OTHER ACTIONS WHICH HE IS TAKING

TO MOVE PRIORITY MATTERS ALONG. HE SAID THAT THE ADMIMNISTRATIVE
REORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING THE CHANGE IN CONTROL
MACHINERY FOR PROVINCE CHIZFS, WOULD TAKE EF?ECT ON MARCH 1. HE
ADDED THAT HE WILL SIGN THE

REORGANIZATION DECREE, WHICH SETS FORTH THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES,
THIS WEEK. THE PRIME MINISTER AND INTERIOR MINISTER WILL SUB- :
SEQUENTLY ISSUE IMPLEMENTING DECREES EXPLAINING IN DETAIL HOW THIS

" NEW ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENT WILL FUNCTION. AFTER A ONE-}MONTH

TRIAL PERIOD, A SEMINAR WOULD BE HELD TO REVIEY THE OPEZRATIONS
AND DETERMINE WHETHER THE REORGANIZATION HAD WORKED EFFECTIVE-
LY, AND WHETHER CHANGES WERE NEEDED.

6. THIEU REMARKED THAT THE NEW TRAIMING COURSE FOR PROVINCE CHIEFS
WOULD BEGIN AT THE SAME TIME, NAMELY MARCH 1. DURING THE PERICD
MARCH 1 TO APRIL 1 THE PRESENT PROVINCE CHEIFS WOULD

. CONTINUE IN OFFICE ALTHOUGH OPERATING UNDER THE REORGANIZED

PAGE~S-RUNJIR~P 2T GBI

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS. CERTAIN PROVINCE CHIEFS WOULD

THEN BE CHANGED ON APRIL 1 WHEN THE TRAINING COURSE HAS
NISHED. HE ALSO SAID HE PLANMED TO MAKE THE CHANGE IN II AND

IV CORPS COMMANDERS ON MARCH 1. SENDING GENERAL LAN TO II CORPS

AND GENERAL THANG TO IV CORPS. WITH RESPECT TO THE DRAFT OF THE

YOUNGER AGE CLASSES, THE CALL-UP OF 19-YEAR OLDS WOULD NOW BEGIN

MARCH 1 AND CARRY THROUGH APRIL 32; THE 18-YEAR OLDS WOULD BE

CALLED UP BETWEEN MAY 1 AND JUNE 33, IN REPLY TO MY QUERY, HE

SAID THIS SPEED-UP IN DRAFT ¥AS PUBLIC XNOWLEDGE.

RUNZER _ B
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FACE THE NATION
as broadcast over the
CBS Television Network
and the - ‘ i l
CBS Radio Network
Sunday, February 25, 1968 - 12:30-1:00 PM EST
GUEST: KGUYEN VAN THIEU ' ‘
President of South Vietnam
' NEWS CORRESPONDEINTS :

Martin Agronsky
CBS News

Robert Shaplen- -
- New YorXer Magazine '

Robert Schakne
CBS!:Nevis

PRODUCERS: Prentiss Childs and Sylvia Westerman

' PRODUCER-DIRECTOR IN SATIGON: Robert Vitarelli

NOTE TO EDITORS: This broadcast was video-taved on
' Friday, February 23, in Saigon.
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ANNOUNCER: The following program was recorded in Saigon on
Friday.
MR, AGRONSKY : Mr; Preéident, as you know, the U.N, Secrefary
Genéral, U Thant, has just met with Presi&ent Johnson andlsaid
he-thought that if American boﬁbing of North Vietnam was
stopped Hanoi would enter peace talks within two weeks.  Are
you in favor of that? |
PRﬁsinaNr THIEU: I believe that I support what President
Johnson has declared before, in his so-called San Antonio
conditions, I believe it could be thé minimum for us to have
some insurarce that wé could have some fruitful negotiations.,
ANNOUNCER: From Saigon, South Vietnam, FACE THE NATION, a
spontaneous gnq unrehearsed news interview, with the President
of South Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu., President Thieu will be
duestions by CBS Ne#s Correspondent Robert Schakne, Robert
Shaplen of the New Yorker Magazine, and CBS News Correspondent

Martin Agronsky.

MR, AGRONSKY: Mr. President, T understand that you stand on
the:President's San Antonio'fopmula, but the duestion *hat I
would like you.to address yourself to is do you think the
borbing of the North should be stopped now, as a way to
initiate peace negotiations, as the U.N. Secretary General
suggests?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I don't believe that any cease of bombing in
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North Vietnam could help to reach any fruitful negotiations if
Hanoi does not show his willingness for peace talks and to have
a gesture of reciprocity. I believe that with the experiénce
we have ﬂad in thé past and with the expérience of the recént
Tet offensive, I believe that Hanoi still has the.ﬂope and
would like to exploit any occasion possible to infiltrate more
troops into South Vietnam and to have a bigger attack against
Séuth Vietnam. And I believe 'our position still is that we
demand reciprocity from Hanoi.
MR, SHAPLEN: Mr, President, you havelsaid before'£hat, in the
interest of building bridges, you would be willing to talk to
some elements of the National Liberation Front at the lower
levels. Don't you.feel that sooner or later there has to be
an accommodation on both sides that the element of afffont.will
have to be met’half way in some 'sort of“di;cﬁssibns?
PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that béfore I said if any élement
from the NLF would like to céntact us and to suggest anything
to us, we would like to hear them, and this éepends upbn what
they have to £é11 us so we have our-reply, and we have our de-
cision on that. It does not mean that we accept aiready and at
once any coalition 6r any cooperation with them,
MR, SCHAKNE: Mr. President, you have spoken out rather strongly
in the past month.against the idea of any coglition; but, in
fact, unless you expec£ the other side to surrender completely

-= that is to say North Vietnam to withdraw all its trbops and
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3
the Viet Cong to give up all their military force - what other
kind of peace couid there be except some kiﬁd of coalition with
the dissident forces, who are certainly large?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe it is very simple. There is an
invasion war here from the North to the South and the NILF is an
instrument of the invasion, of North Vietnaﬁ. Now, if the in-
vasion ceases, we have a peace, the war will cease and we will
have peace. Now, the coalition with North Vietnam or'with.the
NLF means coalition with the Communists, And we have s2en many
experiences in the.past in the ne;ghbofing countriés that the
coalitidn with the Communists means Communist invasion. 2nd I
believe that kind of pesace we can have right nov with the
coalition, with the Communists, it doas not mean that we win
peace. It just means encouragement of war, not only the war in
Vietnam but war in éoutheast asia and in the world.

MR, SCHAKNE: In effect, then, you're asking or your condition
for pzace is that the other side give up and surrender?
PRESIDENT THIEU: I don't say surrender. I never intended to
invade North Vietnam and to ask North Vietnam to surrender, I
never intended to ask the NLF to surrendér. I.just asked them
to stop the invasioh.

MR. AGRONSKY: Yes, but Mr. President, really, if you take
this position that you can under no circumstances accept a

coalition government, and Hanoi and the Viet Cong are not going

to dquit unless they have some prospect of barticipating in a
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government here, then the war beﬁomes endless. How will it
ever end?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that first we have to prevent them
from any.militarf victory. Secqndly,'our people should know
what to do against the Communist expansion and to.fight against
any form of the Communist invasion from the conventional war,

to the guerrilla war, to the ideological war.

MR, SHAPLEN: Mr, President, I think we all agree that there is’
such a thing as a southern revolutionary movement in its own
right going on., There exist a number o% people in the front or
around the front who believe in a sepérate southern revolution-
ary government apart frbm fhe North.- Is there a possibkbility of
your getting together with some of these people and creating
some kind of solid revolutionary front in the South which could
stand alone?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that when we mean the revolutionary
government we don't meah a révolutionary government with par-
ticipation of the Communists., We have to build a revolutionary'
scciety here and this means a better socigty for the Vietnamase
people, and the Vietnamase people on this side with the govern-
ment could bring a fevoluﬁionary life, a revolutiohﬁfy society,
a better society to the Vietnamese people, and the;best society
would not be Communist.

MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President, I am sure you're aware that there

is a great concern in the United States, one that has been
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cohstantly voiced by many Senators in our coun;fy, that truly if
you persist in your position tha£ you not accept a coalition
government, the war cannot end, And they feel that you téﬁe
this position because you are fgarful that under a coalition
you would not have sufficient Backing, sufficient support among
the population to confinue to dominate such a coa;ition. Is

that what your concern’is?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I don't believe that even on our side we have
the supporf, the full support of the population. It does not
mean that there is enough for us to accept the coalition with
the Communists., The Vietnamese people do not like the
Communists at all, unde; any form, That_is the problem, ba-
cause we know that the Communists are like the batteries that
cause the mess in our society. And even if we have to build a
good society on our side and we accept the Communists in this
éociety, this society will be defeated. This is the main ﬁoint.
MR, SCHAKNE: Mr, President, do you foresee the likelihood or

the possibility or the realistic hope of negotiations in the

immediate future or at any time or do you think the war will

have to be fought to a military conclusion?

PRESIDEN?.THIEU: X 5eliéve that the Communists are now mofe con
vincéd ‘hey cannot win-amilitary war, like they believed in |
1965. But thglﬁroblem for them is how to cease the war with
winning soéé political concessions. I believe that the'

Communists would like to have a general offensive this year

i
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because they judge that this is the most politibally vulngrable
year in the United States because 6f youf eleations, and they

know well that after the elections, eveﬁ vithout President
Johnson, the United States peop}e, the government will continue
to fight and to defend the freedom in this part of the world,
Novwi, materially, the North Vietnamese beliéve that at -ther~last
momént they still have the capability to do something and to
try to win some military victories and to bring that to the
negotiating table as a stroﬁg bargaining position, Aftér this
year they will bé weaker and wéaker and they cénnot win the
war either politically nor -- néifher politically nor militarily]
So the guerrilla bf itself wiil not be decisive and they havé
no hope to win the war, for I believe that it is the last year
for the VC.

MR, AGRONSKY: Mr, President, on what do you base this optimism
of yours? h
PRESIDENT THIEU: What kind of optimism is that?

MR, AGRONSKY: That they are losing the war, that this will be
thé last year of the war, that they are being defeated,
PRESIDENT THIEU:- I believe they are hurf-very severely in North
Vietnam, after three years oflbombing, and they have lost many
couﬁtryside areas so they have difficulty to recruit men, to
‘have supplies, and, most important, they are believing now,
they are like fish thrown out of the wa£er because they have no

people in the countryside, =
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MR, AGRONSKY: Mr, President, isn't it a fact that in the
countryside in South Vietnam that tﬁe entire p%cification pro-
gram has practically broken down, thatlall of thé efforts at-
revolutionary development have had to stop because of thié
offensive, that there are at this very moment elewments of four
Viet Cong divisions in the vicinity of the city? How can you
deduce from that that théy have been defeated, lost their
capability to attack of that you are en route to viqtoré?
PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that the Tet offensive of the VC in
the city does not mean that our pacification area was completely
spoiled. I can show you much proof that, with the Tet
offensive, the VC has committed all of their regular units,
local forces,and also they bring to the city somz guerrilla
units from the village to help the other units’ to burn houses
of the civilian population., So since four weecks there is no
éttack at all against the.outposts of the villages, ﬁhere is no
attack on any new hamlets in the countryside. And fifty per
cent of the regular units will still remain in the pacification
area, except for those provinceswhose security demand the pull-
out of regular unit t§ conduct a temporaré mobile operation,
they have to take awéf one or tWo battalions for twenty-four
hours operation. And I have given very serious direction to
the corps commaﬁder not to pull away those regular units who
are " -~ supporting the pacification program. And also we

continue to move forward on our pacification program previously
: t
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planned for 1968,

MR, SHAPLEN: Mr, President, how was it ?ossible, even so, how
was it possible for the Comnmunists to attack on such a broad
scale in such large numbers without being detected if they did
not have the support of a great many people on their way into
the cities through the countryside?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that many times I said that attack
on the city is not'impéssible, first because we have a very
large area to be defended. ‘I believe that the ARUN are not
enough to do many things at the same time, are not enough to
carry on many responsibilities. If we use all of our armed
forces to surround a city and to prevent any infiltrafion from
the countryside, it could be more possible to prevent such an
attack in the city.

MR. SHAPLEN: But aren't the cities just as insecure as the
countryside?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that Qe have accepted the calculated
risk that to let a few trooﬁs around the city and to prevent
infiltration, is not enough. Meanwhiie, we have to expand
more troops for mobile operations, searcﬁ and destroy, -opera-
tion in the VC areas, and to secure the protection, to guarantee
thelprotection of most of the population in the countryside. |
MR, AGRONSKY: Mr, President, as a general certainly you
wouidn't contend that the picture you've just drawn is the

picture of a military situation in which you are achieving a
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victorf. This seems to be a military situation in which_You
are doing evarything you can to prevent the enemy from smacking
you once more,

PRESIDENT THIEU: . I don't believe that the fact that they have
launched the offensive, it doés not mean a victory Ifor the VC,
I believe the VC have met with complete failure with the Tet
offensive. in three weeks they have suffered 40,000 casualties,
In 197, for thé whole year,lthey had only 90,000, so 50 per
cent of the casualties of the whole year 1967. What they have
realized in the city is tha# the people were agai nst theam, so

I believe that £He general uprising they had hsped for has not
happened, They have met wiﬁh the united Communist sentiment
from the pzople in £he city, so they feil in both countryside
and city.

MR, SCHAKNE: Mr, President, if this is so, if you think they
failed to achieve the popular support they were hoping for, why
is it that your government found it necessary to imposs a very
rigid censorship on.the pre;s and, even more recently, to
arrest two prominent opposition figures -= I mean Au Truong
Thanh and lawyer Dzu?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I can explain that., We still have a state of
war and have had sirce 1955, and the martial law I have decreed
three weeks ago is Jjust to remind the people that the.state of
war still exists. ﬁcw, there are three most important things

in marfiai law, such as the curfew hours. The curfew hours
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will be released as soon as possible, as we have finished
cleaning up the city, It is for the security of the people,
not to jecpardize their lives., The second most important is
the military tribunal that exis;é for the looter and feor the
murderer, for the security of the pzople, The third is the
censorship, because we are lacking the line of communication.
The reporter cannot go here and there very easily. I don't
like it., In the period we had a very great emotion amcné the
people after the Tet offensive. We don t like it that the
newspapar spreads publicity rumors and speculation which created
more emotion émong the people and which helped the Communists
in that way. Now, for those men I believe that this is for
their security and for the security of the nation, too. Ve
have not arrestéd them as a precedent, we have just prbtected
them against any kiénapping from the VC and to permit the VC
to exploit those men as tﬁe membars of the coalition front,
members of the coalition government, and this should create
more or less some --—

MR ., AGRONSKY: IMr. President, why should you only be congerned
with arresting your critics and preventiﬁg them from kidnapping,
why don't you arrest your supporters if that is your concern?
PRESIDENT THIEU: I beligve that the VC has exploited them., I
believe the VC has “bought our -- has 1bought our supporter.,
And, as you know, Qe have not arrested those gentlemen before

the offensive. It is just for now. And when the city is safer,
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is better, I believe we =--
MR, SHAPLEN: Mr., President, a few days ago a new political
front composed of many.different’political and religious
leaders was formed to helpuﬁitgand save the nation. It is
headed, as you know, by Senator Don, I understand this group
has won your approval and that you have prémised to help pro-
vide transportation so that it can hold 2 convention.of about
a thousand people in Séigon in perhaps two weeks, peopie from
all over the country. Is tﬁat correct?
PRESIDENT TﬁIEU:_ That is correct.
MR, SHAPLEN: Well, now, mahy pzople éeem to feel that would it
not be better, although you approve of this group, at ; moma nt
of crisis such as this, for you and Vice President Ky to get
together and form a broad coalition group or widen the scope of
the government, and that you should do it yourselves rather
fhan let another group do it or perhaps the tﬁo of them to-
gether. | |

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that if the government organized

that, I belisve that there are many men who would be reluctant
and would wrongly believe that the goverﬂﬁent would like to use
them as a todl of tﬁe government., I believe that Senator Tran
Van Don and the others in the standing committee nov, from-
the people they have some prestige among the people, and I

believe that, with the help of the government, they will

organize it themselves, they elected their committee,
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they are leading the committee themseives, and they will be
more. independent from the government. They are reaily inde-

" pendent from.the government, It is up to them to support-the
government if the government is to do Weil or to criticize the
governmant if we are doing badiy, or to advise fhé-government,
to suggest any recommendation as they-like.

MR, SHAPLEN: But in view of the.fact that there have been
some differences in thé past between you and Vice President Ky,
or people imagine there are such differences, wouldn't it be
more‘mgaﬁingful for the peoble to say that here are the two |
leaders of the nation getting together, creating their own
front and broadening the base of the government? Wouldn't
that have a bigger impact?

PRESIDENT THIEU? I believe that‘firsﬁ there is no schism
between General Ky énd me, first, And I beiieve that it depends
upon how the congress would be handled and what results he
would have and we would consider hov it could help ﬁhe govern-
ment and hov we could receive from them the collaboraﬁion with
the government, |
MR, SHAPLEN: But there have been reports of another group
around yourself, Mr.-Huong énd Mr, Tran Van Don.and others wﬁo
are supposedly starting a separate group. Doesn't that create
a division of opinion?

PRESIDENT THIEU: I have no political party at all and I have

not organized any group for myself. I believe that if
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Senator Tran Van Don invifed all of them around the country to
sit down together, they would not agree to do that,.
MR, SCHAKNZ: Mr, President, there was considerabie corcern ex-—
pressed right at the time of the Tet offensive and since then

that one of the problems of your government is that although it

was inaugurated in the end of October, it has failed to take

£he action that was hoped from a legally elected governmant,
that you made promises.in yéur inaugurgtion that, in fact, have
not been accompiished. For example, you called for greater
mobi lization but the mdbilization decree has not been enforced,
You called for a fight against corruption but very little has
been done and the constitutiondlly designated inspesctorate
against corruption hasn't even been formed; that your govern-
ment in fact, in its first three months, has not accomplished
in the way of reforms anything that previous governments had
bromised-and failed to acdomplish.

PRESIDENT THIEU: I have heard many times that many men in the

United States accuse me as a do-nothing one or an immobile one.

This is not right. I believe it is completely wrong. First;

any prcgram that could be carried on within four months of our -

‘administration -- and while it is a really new administration,

it is not a continuing administration from a former President
to the other President, it is not a second term of myself --

but I believe that Prime Minister Loc, in his speech of Tet, to

the peoble, he mentioned what he has done during the first
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three months, Now, for the mobilization I believe that we have
issued a partial mdﬁilization even before the inauguration day.
If we have soma correction to do in that, it is because the
Senate has asked us to do that. But Nﬁw I believe that, with
the circumstarnces —-- those circumstances, we have to speed ﬁp
our partial mobilization for the first six months-of '68, and
fhe drafting of the 19 years of age would begin on the first
of March, and 18 years.of age would begin on the first of May.
It depends on thé training cépability, on the equipment.éap—
ability, too, Now, for the fight on corruption, You should
remember that during four months of my administration, for

years under the national leadership committee,-hcw many gen-~

erals, how many province chiefs in the districts have been
removed, I believe the facts are wé are fighting corruption,

MR, AGRONSKY: Mr, President =—-

PRESIDENT THIEU: Now, I plan to have reorganization of some

places in the army, reorganization of the administration as a

whole, to promote the new province chiefs, to have a changelof
province chiefs on the first of March. And I be;ieve that
after four months this is progress, |

MR . AGRONSKY : Mr, President, the Mayor of Vung Tau was dis--
misséd for corruption, Last month he was given a high military
coﬁmand. How do you explain this?

PRESIDEINT THIEU: This is not only the Mayor of Vung Tau; -this

is also the province chief of Phucc Tuy, and some of the other
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province chiefs who have been removed., But I believe it is
the matter of investigation., I haven't yet the report from
the investigation agency for that and I am ready to take ahy

measures possible when I have the report of that,

MR, AGRONSKY: Why did you give him a high-militafﬁ'cmeand

Jbefore the investigation was concluded?

PRESIDENI THIEU: I believe that because we have not yet the
results of the investigation and I believe that some time, when

we have not enough proof for .that, we have also to remove from
those functions. It is very difficult to have the proof, But
to fight corruption is not only based on proof, sometimes we

know that thé man is corrupted but we have to remove them. Now

to give them a military function, and because we have not yet
o N\, . ;

.

the proof, we have not yet result of_investigation. When we
have that we will remove them again. |

MR, AGRORSKY: I regret very much, Mr; President, we have run
out of time, Thank you very'mubh for being here to FACE THE
NATION.

PRESfDENT THIEU: You're welcome,.

ANNOUNCER : Today? on FACE THE NATION; the President of South
Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu, was intervieWQd by CBS News
Corfespondent Robert Schakne, Robert Shaplen of the New Yorker

Magazine, CBS News Correspondent Martin Agronsky led the

questioning. Next week, another prominent figure in the news

o "
"
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will FACE THE NATION,
ANNOUNCER: FACE THE MATION was recorded in Saigon on Friday

through the facilities of the Armed Forces Vietnam Network.
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IT IS QUITE TRUE--THIS IS WELL-KNO%¥N--THAT THE ENEJY HAS SOME

FOUR DIVISIONS IN THE MORTHERN I CORPS ARZA. IT IS ALSO TRUE,

I THINX, BASZD ON PRISONER INTERRCGATIONS AND CAPTURED

DOCUMENTS, THAT HE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW-ytP IN THE CITIES WITH

REINFCRCZMENTS, WHICH HE DID NOT DO. FAILING THAT, THERE ¥AS

SOXE BELIEF THAT HE WOULD FOLLOW-uUP STRONGLY WITH A SECOND WAVE.

THIS HAS NOT HAPPENZD. WHAT HE HAS DONE IS TO FALL BACK OW

MORTAR FIRE AND HARASSHMENT. THIS, 1 THINX, MAY BE CONTINUED.

IN FACT, I THINK THAT PRESIDENT THIZU'S VIEYS OF ¥HAT THE ENEMY'S

INTENTIONS ¥aY BX ARE QUITE INTERESTING, AND QUITZ LOGICAL. THAT
g HE WILL ATTEZXMPT TO KEEP PRESSURE ON YS IN THZ NORTHERN I

LCJURPS AND IN THZ CENTRAL HIGHLANDS IN ORDER TO PIN DOUWN AS

MANY OF OUR TROOPS AS HE CANj THAT HE WILL TRY TO KEEP UP

HARASSHMEINT IM THZ CITIES HOPING TO XEEP THz PEOPLE NERVOUS--

WHAT HE CALLS POLITICAL SPOILING: PROPAGANDA, INFILTRATION

WHIRE POSSI3LE=--AND THAT HE WILLALSOATTEXPT TO TRY T2 REGAIN

SOME OF THE COUNTRYSIDE WHICH HE HAS LOST~-ALL WITH THE POLITICAL

PURPOSE OF EVENTUALLY COMING TO NEGOTIATIONS IN A STRONG

ENOUSH POSITION T2 TRY TO GEIT HIS VIEWS ACCEPTED., !LLL THIS MAY

GO ON FOR QUITE A WHILE, IT MAY GO ON THROUGH THE “'"R, I

e TUQ‘T 7

N°'T ¥NOW. BUT, AS AL‘ﬁYa THE COMMUNISTS® MILITARY STRATEGY.
L KEY D INTD TH~IR POLITICAL AND PSYCHCLOGICAL OBJECTIVES,

UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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5. 2. AM33135ADOR BUNXER, THZRE ARE MANY CRITICS COF OUR
POLICY HERE IN VIET NAM. SOHMZ OF THE MORE SOPHISTICATED CRITICS
CHARGZ THAT THE UNITED STATES, TIME AND AGAIN, AND AT A DEARER
" PRICE EACH TIME, HAS BOUGHT TIME IN VIET Na¥ OMLY TO USE IT
NCT AT ALL YWISELY IN AN EFFORT TO SHOW SHORT-TERYM DOUESTIC
LITICAL PROFIT FROM IT ALL. WHAT WOULD 3£ YOUR RESPONSE...
AND LET ME ADD THAT THEY ARE SAYING THAT EVEM MORE FORCEFULLY®
NOW AFTER THE CITY ATTACKS. WHAT WOULD BE YCUR RESPONSE, SIR?

6. A: I DON'T AGREE WITH THAT AT aLL. I DON'T THINX THE RECORD
INDICATZIS THAT, CEZRTAINLY NOT SINCZ WE IMADE UP OUR MINDS TO
COME HERE IN FORCE IN 1985, SO4E TWO AND A HALF YEARS AGO.

AS A MATTER OF FACT, I THINK WE HAVE FOLLOWID A VZRY CONSISTENT
POLICY. FIRST, ON THE POLITICAL SIDE IN HELPING THEVIETNAMZISE
TO DEVELCP THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS, WHICH THEY HAVE DONE
THROUSH THE COURSE OF HOLDING FIVE ELECTIONS HERE IN A PERIOD
OF 14 MONTHS--WHICH IN ITSELF IS QUITE A4 RENARKABLE ACHILVZIMENT

~PAGE—S-RHEHANTZ 25 ToA T UHeEAS- 4
IN A COUNTRY AT WAR. A NEY CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERANMENT HAS BEEN
INSTALLED, IT HAS DEVZLOPZD A CO4PREHENSIVZI PROGRAM FOR SO0CIAL
REFORI, FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMZNT; IT HAS AL3SC DEVELOPED, WITH
OUR SUPPORT, A PRO3RAY FOR PACIFICATICON IN THE COUNTRYSIDZ.
(THI5S IS A TERM WHICH I DON'T PARTICULARLY LIKE, SINCEZ I DON'T
THINX TI IS DESCRIPTIVE OF WHAT IS REALLY INVOLVED. THE VIETNAMESE
REFER TO IT AS "NATION BUILDING"=--YHICH I THIMX IS MORE
ACCURATE--0OR AS "RURAL RECONSTRUCTION AND REDEVELOPMENT.™) -
THIS HAS BEEN GOINZ CON STEZADILY; EAPANDING SLOVWLY AT FIRST, IT
I KED UP YORE RAPIDLY LAST YEAR. IT WILL 25 SET 3ACK 3ZCAUSE
Or THIS OFFENSIVE; THERZ IS NO QUESTION ABOUT THAT. THERE WILL

-BE SOME LAG, NOW, UNTIL THE SECURITY FORCES GET BaCX INTO THE
COUNTRYSIDE AND BEGIN AGAIN ON THE PROZRA#. THIS HAS BEEN,
OBVIOUSLY, A MAJOR EFFORT BY THEZ ENENY; AND HE HAS SUFFERED
GREAT LOSSES. BUT, IN MY VIEW, IT DCES NOT MEAN THAT THE CCURSE
WE HAVE FOLLOWEDZ HAS NOT BZEN CONSISTENT AND THAT IT HASN'T
SHOWY RESULTS. I THIN{ ANY3CDY WHO WAS HERE AT THE TIME
YHEN WE CAME IN, WHEN THE COUNTRY wAS PRETTY CLCSE TO COLLAPSZE,
WOULD TELL YOU THX SaMEI THING.

JIECLASSEEERD

UHLLADSJ..E‘ FERY)

BLETR

# AS RECEIVED. YILL BE SERVICZD UPOii REQUEST.
‘ UNCLASSIFIED
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42
ACTION EA 15

INFO SSO 33,NSCE ¢2,CIAL 0%,D0DE 2%,3PM 03,H 22,INR 27,L 33,NSAE 29,
NSC 1Z,P 34,RSC #1,SC 21,5P 22,55 23,USIa 12,5AL 21,AID 28,10 13,
SAH P3,SR ©1,0RM BE,RSR 81,/138 W

P R 2611322 FEB 68
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGCHN

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7435

INFO USIA UASHDC 4798

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 3 SAIGON 28513

7..Q9¢ HOW WELL COULD THE GOVZRNMENT OF SOUTH VIET NAll A3SORB
ANOTHER ATTACK ON THE CITIES, WHICH MANY PEOPLE FzEL WILL COXE?

8. 83 I THINK THEY ARE IN GOOD SHAPE TO A45SOR3B IT. IN FACT, THE
SUCCESS OF THIS PAST ATTACX WAS DUE TO THE FACT OF SURPRISE AND
TREACHERY. CERTAINLY, THEY ARE NOT GOING TO BE TAKEN BY SURPRISE
AGAIN. IT IS THE FIRST TIME THAT ‘TET HaS BEEN VIOLATED IN A
THOUSAND YZARS, AND I DON'T BELIEVZ YOU WILL FIND THEM CAUGHT
* AGAIN IN THE SAME POSITION., 3ESIDES THAT, I THINK THEY HAVE
DEMONTRATED THAT THEY CAN HANDLE AN ATTACK OF THIS SIZE.

ALSO, I HAVEN'T SEEN ANY INDICATION THAT THE ENEMNY HAS BZEN
ABLE TO FOLLOYW-UP CN A SECOND WAVEZ, YET; ANYWAY, IN THE SaME

: SR ZSIZA—UNCLAS
. STRENGTH OR WITH THE SAYE INTENSITY.
9. Q: FOR WHATEVER REASON, THE ENEMY HAS DRAMATICALLY
ESCALATED THIS WAR, JHETHER TO HAVE a4 STRONG POSITION FOR
NEGOTIATIONS, CR IN AN ATTEMPT TO TALK TO THE GOVERNHENT.
"BECAUST OF THIS ESCALATION ISM'T IT INSVITASLE THAT OUR ONLY
RESPONSE, THE ONLY U.S. RESPONSZI, CAN BE ESCALATION IN KIND?
MUST WE ANSYER THIS WITH ZSCALATION EVENTUALLY?

18, A+ I DON'T XNOW HOW MUCH ESCALATION THERE WILL HAVE TO BE,

UNCLASSIFIED
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CR WHAT, BUT CERTAINLY I THINK THAT %WE WILL BE GOI.IG BACK ON
THE OFFENSIVE. THERE IS NO QUESTION ABCUT THAT.

11. @¢ WELL, LET ME PHRASE IT ANOTHER WAY: THE ONLY THING

WORSE THAN A POOR SETTLEMENT ¥OULD BE, LET US SAY, & PCOR
SETTLEMENT TWO YEARS FROM NOY. TO PREVENT THAT, TC GAIN A
POSITION OF STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCZ, HOY CAN WE DO THAT WITHOUT
ESCALATING OUR TROOP COMMITHMENT HERE, &ND PERHAPS THX WAR ITSELF?

12, MY OWN VIEY IS THAT WE ARE IN A POSITICN--AND I THINK WE

EHGN 28512/2 UNSEAS :
DEMONSTRATED IT IN THIS LAST aCTION, WHICH CAME, AS I SAY, ¥ITH
" A SURPRISE ATTACX--TOC ABSORB WHATZIVER THE EZNzMY CAN THROYW AT
US. THE VIETNAMESE FORCES CERTAINLY DEMONSTRATED THAT THEY ARE
COMPETENT, AND MUCH MORE SO THAN I THINK MANY PEOPLE THOUGHT.
THEY DID A GCOD J03. AND THEY ARE, AS YOU KNOW, INCREASING
THEIR FORCES AND SPEEDING UP THE DRAFTING, MO3ILIZATION, THE
INCREASE IN FORCZS. OUR FORCES HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE CEILING
WHICH WE HAD PUT ON THEM. SO I WOULD ASSUIE THAT WYE
WOULD HAVE ADZQUATE FORCZS TO MEET THE SITUATION.

3., @ I XNOW THAT I AM ASXING A LOT OF "IFFY" QUESTIONS, BUT
I THINK THE SITUATION HERE, AT LEAST LARGELY IN WY MIND, IS
"IFFY." HERE IS ANOTHER ONE: IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, aS
EVERYONE THINKS THEY MAY, DO ATTACK AND BESIEGEZ XHE SANH AND
PLACE OUR MARINES THERE IN A TENUOUS POSITION, WILL THERE BE
IN YOUR ESTIMATION PRESSURES TO GO UP THROUGH THE DMZ--OR'
PERHAPS LAUNCH AN INCHON-TYPE OF AMPHIBIOUS LANDING NORTH OF
KHE SANH--A LITTLE INVASION TO THE NORTH?

BUNKER

UNCLASSIFIED
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42
ACTION EA 15

INFO_SSO 2Z,NSCE 923,CIAZ 28,DODE 29,GPil 23,H 22,INR 87,L 03 ,NSAE 23,
NSC 12,P B4,RSC_EI,SC 21,SP 02,55 2%,USIA 12,5AL 81,10 13,AID 28,
SAH 03,SR ©1,0RYM G3,RSR 21,/13% W

.P R 2611327 FEB 53

FM ANEX{BASSY SAIGON

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PPIORITY 7436
INFO USIA wWaASHDC 4799

UNCLAS SECTION 3 OF 3 SAIGON 2351¢
14. A: NO. I DON'T THINK TEAT IS UNDER CONTEMPLATION AT ALL.

15. Q: AMBASSADOR BUNKZR, AFTER THE INITIAL CITY ATTACKS YOU

*ID THAT IT ¥AS YOUR OPINION THAT THIS GAVE THE SOVERNMENT OF
~JUTH VIET Nad¥ A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO ACT MCRE QUICKLY, TO
PROVIDE RELIEF, TO THUS GAIM A GREATER RESPECT AMOMG THE PEOPLE.
DO YOU BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT IS FULFILLING THIS CAPACITY?

16. At YES, I DO. I THINK THEY HAVE BOVED DWIFTLY, WITH
DECISIVENESS, 0N THE RECOVERY PROGRAM WKICH IS THE FIRST
CONSIDERATION, OF COURSE. TAKING CARE OF THE REFUGEES, GOING AHEAD
WITH PLANS FOR REBUILDING. THE HOUSES -THAT HAVE BEEZN DESTROYED,

TEAGE—2-RUFHGY 2C5FEFA5—uHCEaRS
FOR RESTORING ORDER AND qD“IuIaT?ALIuﬁ IN THE CITIES, PROVIDING
FOOD, PROVIDINZ UTILITIZES. I THINK THE CZNTRAL RECOVERY

. COMMITTEE HAS ACTED QUICKLY, HAS ACTED EFFECTIVzLY. I THINK AN
INDICATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS DONE WELL IS THE FACT THAT
THE PUBLIC RESPONSE AND THE INDICATION OF SUPPORT FOR THE
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN QUITE OUTSTANDING. THE SOMZI 37 VOLUNTARY
RGANIZATIONS HERE IM SAIZON, FOR EXAMPLE, CAME FORWARD AND
OFFERED THEZIR ASSISTANCE TO THE COMMITTEE. COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS,
THE GONZRESS FOR DEFENSE OF THE COUNTRY, THE GROUPS WHICH THE
PRESIDENT HAS BEEN CONFERRING WITH...RELIGICUS, POLITICAL...

UNCLASSIFIED
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‘ALL HAVE COME FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. AS 4 NQTTwR
N FACT, EXPERIENCED O03SZIRVERS WHO TAVE BEEM HERE MUCH LONGE

AN I HAVE SAY THAT TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE THERE HAS NZVER dE:I
SUCH WIDE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT., S0, I THINK THE GOVERNHMENT
HAD THIS OPPORTUNITY, HAS SEIZED IT, AND IF IT CONTINUES ON

I .THINK IT CAN TURN IT 10 QDUA“TAJLD

17. €: MANY PEOPLE THINK THIS IS GOING TO BZ THE YEAR OF DECISION

IN VIET NAM. CNZ WAY OR ANOTHER, THIS WAR, THIS PROBLEY,IS
GOING TO BE DECIDED THIS YZAR. DO YOU SHARE THAT VIEW?

;ﬁﬁﬁﬂ£3_ﬁlEHSM'“ﬁﬁ%%Vﬁénﬁﬁgﬁézb
18. A: WELL, I THINX IT IS POSSIBLE, I THINK THAT IF, FOR ZXAMPLE,
HANOI, AND GIAP, WHO SZENS TO BE RUNNING THIS CAMPAIGN, IS
. YILLING TO THROY IN KIS FORCES AND TAKE HEAVY LOSSES IN AN
EFFORT TO COME TO NEIGOTIATIONS WITH A STRONG POSITION LOOKING
TOYARD, LET US 5AY, SOME TIME THIS YEAR, THZ LATTER PART OF
THIS YEAR, THT EARLY PART OF NEXT YZAR, IT COULD BE A YEAR
OF DECISION. ‘

1S. @: AND YOU THINK THE UNITED STATES' POSSIBILITIES ARE G0OD?
28. A: I DO. YES.

.. Q: IF IT I5 A YZAR OF DECISION?
5. At YES, IF IT IS A YEAR OF DECISION.
23. 9: IF IT IS A YEAR OF DECISION, THZI YEAR IS IN OUR FAVOR?
24, At YES, I THINK SO. DECIDEDLY.

. e
PASE—4-RUEHGT2B5 1073 UNCEAS-.

25. THANK YOu, SIR.
BUNKER
UNCLASSIFIED
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BACKGROUED ?RIEFIKG
’ a : Saigon, South Vietnam 5 .
Makch 6, 1958

2 S =

e et e

VOICE : Lédies and gentlemen, I tﬁéught.thaé since the
dust had sett}ed_on the batt;efield-and the_gmoke Ead élmost .l
cleared in the field.of combat;walthough conbat Sonﬁinue§-4it
might be helpful if I discusslthe young situation with YOu& 5t

: I_would 1ike, as I go into my“di5cussion, to consider
this background, non-attributable. And then I will entertain
guestions, and, during_the course of the guestions, I will answer
the questions as a senior military official, unless I specify-to
the contrary. |

I find this little blackboard helpful in saving words,

describing the situation. I'm sure you recognize it as an éutu
line of Soﬁﬁh Vietnam, divided between the thxee and four active
zones. The dots being the ma jor cities—-Cambodia,-Laos, ﬁorth
Vietnam and Thailand. |

As I reconstruct the enemy's strategy, which.I think

[vas planned following the death of NguyenChi Than,who was
killgd or died back in July, last year,'lgﬁf. The leadership in
Fanoi decided to change their strategy.and instead of pursuing

a war of attrition, they decided to make a major military psycho-
logical attack; | |

. | I beiieue that Ehey héd concluded:that time was ﬁct on

theix side in the pursuit of a wag of attrition, of a protracted

- jwar. . )
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{Thieu installed. There were a number of dignitaries in town from

2

+It's interesting that, having made this decision as I

*

I = " 3 .
reconstruct the situation, that their propaganda continued to

!
|

talk abouﬁ a protracted war,;wherein Ehg? would wear us db;n'not
only physically but also wear down the will-éf thé pe;ple wﬁo i
suppor£ our efforts. | : L ILE S R
I_believe that this campaign was conceéveé in two
pﬁases. The first phése started near the end of October aggjzl

ontinved into November., 2As you recail, on the first of Noveuber,

the Government--the new Government--was inaugurated, President

the f;ee world countries at the time, and by initiéting his first
phase at that time, he cabﬁured the héadlines—éor hoped to capture
the headlines from the political progrésé'that was manifest by
the inaugurétion of the new government, But a;_tﬁe same time he
had in mind certain military objectives, i
You'll recall the battle of Dak To, whicﬁ.in my opinion,
was designed to take over Koﬂ Tum Province. He had sufficient
strength there, accérding to his plans to do so, You'll recall
the battles around Loc Ninh.“!, Song Be and Bu Dop and these were
designed to con£r61 Phuoc_Long (?)}%nux:Dinh_(?) and tﬁe northern
part of Tay Ninh, War Zone C. |
Thié would set the stage for preparations for the
second phase. o
During the interim RF/PF outposts

(Fxbabodddodsksx he concentrated on fusdasaiticinlald

and attempted to recruit in the cbuntryside-to £ill up his de-

pleted ranks, and his ranks had indeed been depleted over the
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period of the pre “ous years, and he was hav’ j very serious re-

c ruiting problems. o .

-

L 3 i

.y R T ! _
_During this period of time he initiated a major cam-

,‘/ .

paign along the coastline
. J

of the southern I Corps, namely, in

Quang Ngai (?) Province and QUang Tinh (?)'?rovince.

This was designed to hopefuliy divert forces

1

as I re-

construct the situvation from the DMZ area; in other words, force

- -

a-concentration of forces iﬁ'this partichlar qrea‘(ihdicatihg)
in Southern I Coxrps, aﬁd distréét our atteﬁtion frdm ﬁhe bﬁildup 
which was alreaéy-stéfﬁng vp in the DIMZ area. .

His Phase 11 was started-aﬁ Tet and wﬁich Qas spppoééd
to be coordinated and which was not in thﬁt the VC and hhé Noxrth
Vietnamaese forces in the II Corxps area jumped offpoﬁe day aheéd
of those in the III Corps. This was a major undertaking as histor
Bk reported. It involved the infiltrétion of the cities for the
purpose of creat;ng a f%%g%bcuprising. He had prepared ﬁis p1ans
very well in that'regard to include his propaganda themes, It
included the assaésination or kidnapping of senior ARVN officials,

: military
and he had hoped that he could intimid;te alnumEer of the /command-
ers to defect their entire units, |

He used to infiltrate the cities in the main,-local
forces; some main forces'howéver WEre-ﬁtilized,-and.sbme North
Vietnamese troops, app;oximately 30 per cent we feel, of the

initial force were Nprth Vietnamese,

. However, the percentage .of North Vietnamese was far

V4

greater in I Corps and II Corps tban in IIT and IV Corps.

ARC
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. .' - he held ' ) _
His mai. force units Sodsdxback in ¢ ler to-follow up

his. expeéted successes in his first wave. It was 1nterest1ng to

note that he concentrated on radlo statlons, communlcatlon Centers

pollce and ARVN headquarter e “VOlaed the dmstructlon in the

-

mnln of brlqces and utllltles because he expeéted to use those.

He pretty much left U. S..troops al@ne,;ﬁ co#neétldn |
with his initial .assault, 5ecause he wanted to-give credibility,
to hié-propaganda campaign thag the Amefi¢$né weie not too.unhappy
aboﬁt tﬁis because théy were interested“in a collition éove;nmeﬁt,
and he made éonsiderablé capital on this broPaganda'campaigh.

Of course, his psychological war_campaigﬁ, warfare cam-
paign, that started well before Phase I and continﬁed until Phase
Ix started, played the theme of & collltlén covernr@nt. This had

. Chieu Hoi
qulte an impact on the defectlon rate, the ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁxbgﬁﬁh&ﬂﬂk% rate,
because if there was going to be a collition government why should
: . | ' . . stride the fence
an individual join the government forces. He should xzxintoldakxiiis
and wait for developmenté.

And of}@oursg-another element of this psychologigai;‘
war dampaign whiéﬁ was focused at American public opihion';as to
stop the bomblng. And, of course,“he attracted a humber of un-

W'Ltt ing |
xxxg$g§1tlzens to this partlcular propaganda theme to publlcly

have
support and if the bombing had been stopped it would /facilitated

his campaign. Of course, there were also 1n the propaganda arena
' if
at that time, you'll remerber, --announcements were made that/the |

werTe .
bombing xsosx stopped, it was not a question of whether Hanoi might

but that % ;
talk;/ Hanoi.would talk. . _ _ .

ARC
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-Now, in .he Highlends, thexe was a pecial purpose to

the attacﬁs.at Kontﬁm:City;_ElEiku; and, Ban Me Thuot. There was .

.attack ' _ .
a spec1al to the aaxhxxxacross the D!MZ, the overrunning of Khe
Sanh, the seizure of Quang‘Tri;and Hueeﬂk A
fAné as I reconstruct the_sitqation,this particular cam-

paign was an important part of the Phase II, and directly associat

o ' ) ‘ : ublic :
ed with the e‘fort to creatﬂ a [WXRRRR upr151ng ‘in the c1t1es.

i e h1ghlands
By selzlng the cities zaﬁhﬁxﬁxxxfxﬁik%x in additien:to
the‘publlc uprlslpg taking Qver ;he government control appa&atus,
the ehemylwoﬁldlhave bréﬁght about a ‘de facto partition of ;he
co.l'.mtry..' 'IHe'hold_s_l G s iney ~-this is pretty much wilder-
nesé{.no—man's—lané here._-If-he_had'taken ¥he Sanh, Quang Tri, Hu
and had beefy able to hold, it, and Iif he had 'been able to take
over Rbngum;-Pleiku{ and Ban HMe fhﬁot which he despa ately trled
E; do, hg Gould havé brogéht about é.partlthn of the céuntry.
,fhe resulé'would'hav; been a situation éhat e#isted-in
Laos in 1554. And regardIQSS of the success of hi% public up—
risings, in other partg o£ the counﬁfy;_he would have established
for himseif a very strong political andHPSychologiéal position;
| As 1 look back over the sitﬁgtion I say again that Iiﬁe—
lieve th&t the campaign in I Corps North--northern I Corps--was
planned as a part of the gecond phase, which started at fet.
This wag preempted_by our air strikes which were massivg

band which started in the middle of January, and the enemy in

that area has not been able to get himself squared away since,

. : .

I

[1]
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to the point he.c 14 mustér thé control iﬁ « ler to launch an

attaék,that had-~that he thought had 3-reasonab1e_éhance of succesy

Now, Let.ﬁé talk a momant about the sitvation that has

- r

evolved, and phe_reSults of this majof ngpaign.
:_JFifst; starting in'Nérther I Corps, which we refer to

now‘aé T-Corpé North. The enemy did;Seizé.Hue'and it took some

time to dislodge hin. Those of youfWho'haVe visited Hue fully

,understand”why, bepéuse of the-=the Citédellis a formidablg ggrti-

ficétion." S e b j_”;. .“ 9y e g i 1l“
‘ Thé ene;y plé@éd in Hue a_coﬂéiderable nutber of troops,
pe}hapé-ehé equivaieﬁt of a.éivisiop. ‘Heihadlthe benefit of
very poox weathef'f(unintelligib;e)-weathé£, thgh hade it very
difficulﬁ to-use airpower‘or td-ugé'evén;fﬁly helicopﬁeés. He
was sucééssful in seizing Hue ané éﬁnéurren;ly he attémﬁted to
seize Quang Tri but“was.véry, ?erylbadly défeéﬁgd atﬁQﬁang Tri.
Concurrenﬁly, he_éx@eétéé to_o@erpn Khe Saﬁh.. |
 And that'Qould have put our troops in Quéng Tri in
Thua Thien ®¥ Provincé in alﬁost an uﬁtenable éosition.
Now I'm surebmost of-you realize that these t&o ﬁortherr
a | MR- 4 | | |
provinces have been under #¥xixksbbiodbdodc# located at Vinh X}Q
for sbmetime; We've had‘any nunber of.prisoners tell us that
the Tri Ten XX Military Diétrict; which consists of Quang Tri
and Thua Thien X?ﬁ frovinces, are a éart of the Southefn District

'of North Vietnam, which iskiown as the North Vietnamese Military

District X&x&@bé&&dg$hk&$. That is why Ehey've;ignorea the Demilj
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gariéed Zone (cou ing)nfhat Ehege two pfovix 'S are_a-ﬁart.of
North ifiet.nga i, | |

And éhey frequeﬁtly”refér to Hue as ;he gatevay to South -
Vietnam. i%e r9éei§éd asﬁrisbner the ét@gf day who_référréé EQ'
this ciEy Hue &s the gateway Eb South Vietném:' -

In-énticipa;ion of_this offensivéuactipnfwhiéh we d}éJ

foreseeland_agcdrdingly made éertain logistic prgpératiops in the
afea and cextain trooﬁs &ere deployed from other areas to ﬁe%pforc
I héd to think of the.commandggg—cont:oi afrangements in I Corps

North, Quang Tri-Thua Thien, which became--which was destined to

|become, in effect, a war zone., 2And we do indeed have there a

different type of war going on than we have in the rest of the
country, although there are needless 50 séf some common (?)
characteristics,

One of thé major problems there was logistics and al-
though we had been antiéipating fhis é%%ﬁ@é%%%&}g for well over.a
year and had taken certain, made certain preparatiéns, it was
necessary to finalize those érgparations.- The period of the yeér
was certainly not optimum; The particularqarea is under the
command of the Commanding ngerai ggﬁ;ggwiégﬁiiggs%#gOE;§Y¥§?.Geﬂ
whom I have a Qery high.regard, as a Marine énd as a soldier énd

as a man. However, as we reenforced up there and as we proceeded

to make logistic preparations which concerned considerable engin-

eex effort, the complexity and the expand of control became great--

g _ Third Marine Amphibious Force
er than the xXExbobod headquarters could control because they

L) " -~
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were designed to control two HMarine divisions, nothing more. In
' advisor to
addltlon, of course, as you know, he served as senior (xxsxxxﬁﬁkxx
: _ -4

EEFKAFHK Gene ral Lam,

*

i i_i- Concergiﬁgjtha 10glstic pvebaratlonu, we had not only .
Marlne tréops to control but we had to-;I had to dnveloP a rather’
large Army 1ogis§ic Operation.: T e.plr Eorce had:tp expagd their
logistic 0peratiéﬁs, and of course, the Navy tgaE.§ro¢idéS'§;ﬁajor
share of the logistics for the Mérines;i ﬁut ghe pavalfSUP§0£E
activity reports to the naval cémponent cdmmﬁnderrﬁﬁg.fhe Névyn

involved.
was very much Fmmiwisihixdixiadkx

So this.whole activity bécéme é’joint unéeftaking. T
had my choice of tﬁree couréés of action...I could d;ieéate to
Gen. Cushman . ' : g =
Ldedoiakk joint avthority, which would not have bsen fair to him
because he could not--he wﬁulé have deyoted too muéh of his-eﬁerg5
to this undertaking as opposed to'comnanding his own troops. |

I_could ﬁave made the decisions from here énd sent up
by telephone calls and cables and so forth made the appropriaté
decisions. I rule this out because this is not an effective way
of making timely decisions,

I could have gone'up myself but with all the activities
here in Saigon and my association with the Ambassador and the
whole scope of my responsibilities this did not seem to be
practical. |

Gen. Abrams
So I sent up my deputy mxmﬁ, my alter ego, to make

the appropriate deC1510ns involving all the services concerned

L] ~
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with the logistic ouildup in the deployment os troops that had

bzen proﬂrammed and we es tdblisheﬁ a MACV forward‘headquarters_so
Gen., jAbra.ms ' ) ’
that Lxckxgsdy would have a staff to deal with,

_2nd in accordance with my gen8§a1 guidance and we were

on the telephone from tlne to time, and frequently exchanged visit

Gen. Abrams
(edabadd gave the necessary instructions to’ the: Marlnes, the

Aixr Force, the Navy“anﬁ to the Army elements that were moving in
in order to get ourselves established, so that we could deﬁléy
and support trooPsﬁdf the magnitude that I felt would be needed.

Now, on about the 10th of this month in accordance with

thls
my plan and *¢ you have not heard about it before for ohvious

reasons, the MACV forward headquarters will be rede51gnated as

Provxslonal Corps Vietnam with the short title of. PROV Corps.

Lt. Gen. Rosson,
It will be commanded by XZ=zfxbod® who has--at one time was my

Oregon
chief-of-staff. He activated Task Force IIEZ¥X¥W} which became

Americal
subsequencly the &xxkxxx3X% Division. He has been commandlng

v Nha Trang
I Force Biat-ﬂaﬂgﬁgﬁg3¥$¥ for some period of time. He worked for

Gen Cushman al
«%k when he commanded the 2. ixixxﬂxDlvmsxon. He is 3un10r
en, Cushman :
to ﬁxﬂxxcéé and is a very well GLallfled soldier and commander.
He will take care of this provisional corps; his staff will be a

joint staff, mainly Army and Marine with a few naval and Air Force

officers,

v . :
PROV Corps X, a provisional corpu, 'PROV Coxps, will be
Gen. Cushman, Third Marine

Junder the command of %Xx¥Xxxx¥}, who commands the AR¥Txbodix Am-
25 -

Y

phibious Force, who has the'overell re5ponsibility as my represent

.. : - .~
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tive for all U. S. troops, ground troops in tne I Corps tdctlcal
Gen. Cushman .
zZone., %ﬁﬂﬁﬂxst will be serving tmcthdlly speaking and orcanl—

zationally speaking at the field army level. This is indeed a

unique érrangemenﬁ; but alﬁo;t everything in Vietnam is unique. .
“And I'Qé attémpted to organiéé and tailor thié ¢ommaﬁd f
not to.any doctrine, not to any expérience in past wérs, bUt‘to )
the situation we face here on the gréuﬁd, whicﬁihas_gb historical

f L
n e

precedent.
Now, let me diagram this to be sure you understand it,

(Pointing to map on blackboard)
Third MAF Gen Cushman,
This is &Xxxx¥x¥¥¥ and this is XSodcbed) . He will have

Prov Corps V Gen. Rosson
under him (marklng on board) f&zisixsy and under KBodaxsask will

be the tactical ground maneuver elements in the area—~- the

Third Marine ’ First Cavalry
podadbededx Division, the fdxksdkwdy) D1v1510n, and any other ground

tactical units that I choose to send up to that war zone in order
to confront the North Vietnamese Army invasion.
~ Gen. Cushman First Marine
Also, under #Xxizksdy will be the fIx¥sixwd} Division,

Americal o Americal
and the f£Xxkgked} Division. The {S=xkskx2} division. He will be

Iserving at the field army level with a tactical corps under his
two divisians
command and fxxkskss2} under his command or other elements. This

unit here (indicating on blackboard) will command north of the

Hai Van . ) :

Ajideo Pass, control all tactical elements that are in command

o ' First Mar

control and management, and he will command dlrectly the fxxIxyssy
Americal

and the X¥xdobxxix Division, which are of course, as you well know,

Hai Van _ )
south of the/Aideo Pass,

. g = . ARC
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it has been augmented by Army officers. HOuxzxty's staff will

X1

Now, he can adjust this as he sees flt. He can transfex

units to £Axkz$ah$'s commﬁnd or he can pull Lnltq from Jfdelebad) 's

command and ass,l.gn them, or put them undex - the 0perat3.on of h:Ls

- two ba s - e
control, of these &xﬁkxxﬁd 4ivis10n level elements,.and as you

1
well know he's the counterpart to the CG ﬁ%*}55§%¥ Corpg, who is

Len Lam = ARVN First
Ry ey , Now the &xxkxxxzx 1nfanury dlv151on is al%o north of

Hai Van Gen. Rosson = = Toee g
the/Aideo P 1ss and fdxxekedd will be worklng very, very closely

- Gen. 'Trang A}RVN Fir

division, who, incidentally dld magn Jflcent jOb during the past
several wéeks. - o steft w7 D ‘ -

It is my‘plan to actlvcte this arﬁgnceﬁent and publlcly

announce it on ox about the 10th it may be 1ater. But I wanted
you to know abOUu 6 % now.
Now, since we have a Marine lelSlon hare, and we have

an Army division here, and We_have some Marines here and some
b g :

Army troops actually just south of Hue (marking on board), you

can see this is indeed a joint Army-Marine command, with more
Army troops than Marines, or more Army units than Marines, there-
Gen. Rosson _ Gen, Cushman Brig Gen. Flann

who is hls deputy chief of staff for operations.

t Gen. Cqshma.n s Third MAF
And ABsxed staff has been augmented by a number of

Army-officers, so that his staff, although it will still be

Third Marine Marine Corps
des;gnated as the ﬁ;qkﬁxxxﬁ amphibious force dxedetodk staff,

Gen. Ros scm

Y

be--will comprise mostly army but will be augmented by a number

] ; ~

. 'Gen. Rossonl!s @ . Gen. Rosson'd

1n day—to—day nSSOCldthD with iﬂtﬁxﬁxzﬁ who commands the HBakekel

fore #@@3333x$ commands, but fackxi=2x has on his staff flslebeddk|.

— 0
ct

hgan
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J.Z.
o £ Marines,'éith a_éeeding (?) of Rir Force and Navy.
.wa, by'virtué 6f this arrangement, it.ﬁés.become-nec--
essary to‘bet%ér-lnuegrate éur tactlcaJ alr ef forts;: Thls will be

I en. Momyer : - 1r O eran s
ldone under xaxxavx% who 18 my deputy comwandar for i kkgéxx ﬁé

Gen. Momy 3
ROGCNNNIREX Ulll be 1ntegrat1ng the entire tactical alr effort that

. Gen, Cushman Gen. Rosson
will be SLpoorLlng fxxTseiigxxidakxgzdy and “otherx eleménts of

this Corps.as he does in the other fleld force areas.

but the Marines will still be given close‘sﬁppoft by théir oﬁh
flyers. However, the syatem that has been developad which provxde
for integration t; a better degree and a more effegtive degree thg
ih the past, will.prévide_fof Air Force planes to.support Marines
if it ié expedient to do so., By the same tékeﬁ, Marine planes
can support 2rmy ground troops if they caﬁ get theré guicker, In,
o;her words, if its tactically expedient for theﬁ td do so. so
we hﬁve full flexibility in connection with our ﬁactical air
éupport. ‘

” Now I might pause for a moment and see if there are
any questions as to this, and méfbe I could clarify it.

General on that chart you have there, with General's

QUESTION: fxxxxnd¥isixx®xk Cushman and Rosson, could you fill in
o Gen, Abrams?
en, Abrams

SPOKESMAN: Oh, yes. You see I sent fixkxkxay up here
_ MACV forward -
to .establish’ ¥iudwexxsk, (Marking on blackboard) He went up there

as my alter ego in order to sort out the joint aspects of the

logistics, the constructioh, the deployments, to make decisions

which could not be delegated to a field commander; that had to be

a ' ~

He will integrate his total air effort~-Air Forcé,zﬁarin.

12

-
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X3
made either by me or by my alter ego:_ And, to assist him in doing

it, I gave him a staff to assist him. It's a long way between

here and Hue, as you well know. So he needed a staff,. Now,, there

sy -, ) v

.was a secoﬁd ﬁurposé_ﬁr»that,fénd that_wés-—i did this in ordex

to start bulldlng thls Corps headquarters, .s0 while serV1ng ﬁx&x
Gen. Abrams ' ‘.

Rt x in carrang out thls functloﬁ I delega;ed to hlm, he was
bulldlng this Corps headquaxters and the heaqquarters is almost
built and 1 hopn that by the lOth it Wlll be the--it w111 be fully

const;tuted,vwellwshaken qown, so that it can become 1mmedlately

operational,

Gen. Abrams '
And Lhen hﬂEhXXTXﬁ comes back here to salgon—~bacause I

need him, Heause I look to him_to assist the ARVN, the Vietnamese
Armed Forces, and his--the primary function that I délegate to
him routinely is to work with the Vietnamese Armed Forces, and

help them in every way he can.

o : T - 'Gen. Abram : .
.QUESTION: 1In other words XZxixed 's move was just a

te@porary mové—~ ‘

SPOKESMAN: éh, it was an expediency, juﬁt aﬁ ekpeﬂieney
It was a manageiial éxpediency,'a manaéerial expediency,‘but serve
anothér purpose, and that is to get eséablished this corps head-
quargers,‘and it had bee; my plah all the time to redesignate it
as a corés headquartefs once it was established and when I thought
the time was ripe.

QUEST ION: *ATrrxddbdakX Is V for Five?

- SPUKESMAN: -Pardon me?

8l
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QUESTIOn: Fhomaxlihiopx Is "V for five?

-
. .
’

. SPOKESMAN: No, these were Vietnam..
éQUESTION; {Ingudigle)'

' .!ANsszlz:. | (Del.étl_ed‘).'_._ e
SUESTION:  (Inaudible)? |

SPOXESMAN: No, it's for Vietnam,-'Vietnam. °

'QUESTION: Well, in effect it's beep“theﬁ—"

.

SPOKESMAN:_ Pfovisional,COrp$f Vietnam.: - Yes. n

QUESTIOﬁ:“ Yes. :

Yoﬁ have created another .corps, howéver p&ovisionél.

SPOKESMAN: It is provisional, correct.

1 creatéd a Eaéticél_corps. it_is provisionél at this
time, because I don't h&ve the authority to do-anything else, But
I do have‘the authority to create provisional organizatiéns which
I've done on a number of occasions. Usuvally it's an interim
measﬁre before they are’institutionalized. And say,’author?zed
és a bookkeeping proposi;ion_where you could reguisition f6¥
officers, et cetera;

In other words, I've téken these officers out of my

we 're .
hide and I must say that ﬂﬁﬁg&ﬂ&:beginping to feel the pinch at
this heédquarters; SO I'Qe asked for additional authorization of
staff officefs$$5xxﬂik&x$xandInén. )
' ) Gen. Cushman's
QUESTION: (Deleted), does that mean (3xXxxxiixdex head-

gquarters is a higher echelon than the other corps--

SPOKESMiN: Yes, He is serving at the field army level

A . .~
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-and that he 11 bo commandlno a corps. Fsmbsoadidadisdackx

He has >ordination of the ngb ;

‘ . » Is that to saythere s a
QULSP OW._xxLaaxxxxﬁxxxmkxxxxw;xihx DOSlelllty ofpurnng

field - -t field
%22 force one and ixxmx.force two-- atthe sanu:level?

¥

_spozﬁesmr: N_o,'_no.' 'Let me-«j_let me go back,

. 'When I des 1gned this mllltury organlzatlon whlch is

2 .

untie‘which as_you wlll_know, and unpreceaented and tallored to

the éituatipn-l chose thé wbrds .Ileld force" and I creuted the
term field;férpe,-“I'kﬁew.tﬁat uné;% these field force hgaéﬁﬁérﬁ-
ters which w;ﬁlé Beméthunteiﬁarttb the.ﬁietnaﬁése.éérps,.Ifknéw-
that they'wouldihavé diviéions u;der them; 'This wgé ouf plﬁn. N

I d6 ﬁot chooé to céll thom corpq, forlsev % i reasons., One was
it.wouié have béen gwkw;rd to have_a_set of Vietnamese terfitprial
cbrps_énd.afset-oflﬁ: S. corps. _Iﬁ-woula have been very éonfusingf
Sé S efeatgd ﬁhe name field.féﬁce, because it is a uﬁiqué“arrange-
— whefe he is senior ad&isqr.go his'éountérpart, thé Vietnamesd,
and he hag‘qther‘reééoﬁsibilitiés other thén thoée n&rmally A
ed in a tactical cofps,l.But he has'thqse feséonsibilities also.

| As an examblg he hasggzcorps-ﬁesponsiﬁility. Now, also
‘I call them field forces because I an;iéipated theyumight-—that |
the déy micht coume when-I might want to organize a corps ahd
subofdingte it to-Qne of the field forces, and I did not want £6
get involved in a.lot‘of awkward termiﬁolcgy so.I created the
yofd\field force because under a field force you could put a

division, you can put a brlgad , you can put a corps.

Now, it would be conceivablé that a :coxps could be

L} & .
-
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organized and puL under xx field force or xwmx._..eld forces. This

is not contemolated at thl“ tame, but it could be done and I had

this in mlnd for any of the corps dependlna ‘on what the tacblcal r
quirem&nts or the rﬁnagerial reguirements; in othe; words, concern
ed with span ﬁﬁk and control

Sb, here s no plan to do thls, Blll, but 1t 1s con-" -

ceivable, yes, and'we ll.have ;ne"flehlblllty. "L

pr

N . ; N s ww
QUESTION: I was wondering, we got into this whakt you/ret

this problem : : o
call hggkkaxikxxxﬁkhxh of 1ntegrating the air in Korea--

SPOKESMAN: Yes. Yes. - e Tt DL

. -

QUESTION (continuing): =--~and I guess éverfbody knows
the arguments and'irritations;uthechﬂayforqm_ﬁﬁng-7

SPOKES!AN: Yes,.
' ' : ' "~ is this going to
QUESTION (continuing): —#and so on, that dgxxsanedootkk
any delay up there? ' ] :
dzixyx  Has this been avoided up the&e’

SPOKESMAN: This has not. I do not foresee any pro-

blems whatsoever in this. As a matter of fact, it's going to givs
' support for
us--it's going to give more flexibility for/the Marines, more

to support ' .
flexibility Xzx the Army trooos, it will be by far a better

arrangement.
QUESTION: Is it going to be handled--I believe in
common :
Korea it was a &x&;xkx;ixgmhccﬂ tactical control center that all
requests for strlkes had to go through--

SPOKESMAN: Well, well--I tell you this is a very com-

plex Ehing. There are éllftypes of strikes. The pre-planned

'~

L] ) . -~

1]
|

bbably

cause
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iup, because I neglected to mention this.

étfikesL Lhe pre~4lannﬂd strlkes will be pre. =ssed through a

tragged. . '
COthOl cente1 wbﬁre thﬁy 11 he ilxvgoog On the immediates,

immediates can bE“-Wlll be available to the Marines at any time.

On diverts, the diverts caﬁ come from the Air Force, -they can comg

-

from the-—from the Mirlnes. In 6ther words, if we got a plane

headlng toward horth VleLnam and the Marines need a é&rike and

; hap ento . ‘. o
they don t/have an ARVN 11rp1ane in the air, that plane can be
dlverteq. It glVEb ub.far Wore flehlblllty. And it's no major
change; the.Marings'air~grouﬁa team will still obtain. They
Wlll in-the main, in general, the Iarlnes will be suppoxted by-
thelr own pllots, but they can bﬁ 1n an ewargency or under un-

usual circumstances the system is so flexlblle you can bring in

Ajir Force,

By the same tokpn you could brlng in Marines to support

First Cavalry. - :
the iﬁxﬁx&xﬂ% After al] they re up there, too. In other woxds|

it's again a managerlal arrahgemeht and ona designed to prdvide
for flexibility.

QUESTION: {Bexmdxkdbobd® Two Viet Generals being discussed H

‘Gen. Trang Gen. Trang
SPOKESMAN: XRX%EEC@EQ No, ﬂxxhxwvdf will be underxr
Gen, Lam Gen. Lam

the command of XXIECEPEEK, but BEXXEXXF will no doubt ask him to
in - ' )
work &g close coordination with xidedasxitkx Gen. Rosson.
. QUESTION: {Immudikiwh? Gen. Lam still has the political pc;we

SPOKESMAN: Corract. Now, I am glad you brought that

Gen. Cushman cords'
In I Corps ﬁf@&@axgk still has the gQypgy responsi-

L3 4 -
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. former assignment was the xf3xkxkz2r., He' s an expert 1oolst1c1an,

19

|couldn't do it at Da Nang and with all the other responsibilities
21

18
; I "' - Gen. Lam
bility on'the U. S. side. X3x3xbd) has the RD and the anlnlS'-

o e - Gen. Rosson
trative re’soon*aibility. In other words, xExxkx¥sl3%X has a taotlc.sl

command. Now, in additlon, iﬁxxggi}}n%as the 1og--the loglstlcs

are pretty well squa-red away ncw. DlVlSOI‘l of labor has been

worked out, and all the services are involved in this logistic

Ben, Cushman
complex but {kxksked} now has the job of 1nsu::1ng ooordlnata.on

" C a
of this. Now, fortunately, g&xxﬁx%i& "has got a deputy whose

G-4 with the U.S. Marine Corps.

and he will be spending most of his time on logistics to insure
coordination of all of the logistic elemente, Army logistics

for tﬁe Army, Marine and Navﬁ supporting tﬁe Marines troops, ehﬁ
oetera.‘ |

QUESTION: (Inaudlble) ? With the battle going on Gen. Rosson
would be in command?

. SPOKESMAN: (No response)
‘QUES'I‘IQN: (Delet:ed), I wonder if you could go--" - ;:.r-_
'SPOIQBSMI‘:N: Let me say-- |

| QUESTION: Yes. |

SPOKESMAN: ~--in passing, can you imagine the difficulty

that Gen. Cushman agency.
with f£Xzizkx} would have ~without having a control ﬁxmﬁe&

he had his span of control would be completely out of reach.

QUESTION: ﬁ:e:}mboﬁwxxk_mﬁxkﬁr)fx If a battle is going on ay
Danang say instead of the DMZ, Gen. Rosson would be in charge?

SPOKESIMAN: No, %@3@9 SIQ Ads the responsibility =X on]

Hai Van
the tactical units north of Hue, north of/ Aideo Pass. Ffxbbe

QUESTION: If the

main battle is below that line finnvdibieda Gen. Cushman'is in charhe?

-~

ound

y for



https://Cushman.is

10.

-

12
13
?4
-]5
16
17
18
% 19
20
2{

22

23

24

.25

19
‘Well, Genmtﬁﬁhﬁﬁuﬁsin command,but Gen. Rossonis subordinate
to him £or the battle Quang Tri-Thua Thlﬁn Now if the battle is

i' Gen. Robertson = =~ _ Division
in Qvgng Nanz W, ey “who commands the Jstrwarlne/reports to

him and flghts that battle. If the battle is in Quang Ngah ‘Gen, Cu

T T - - S lon e e e i My kit a

QUESTION: . ==-Can fou tell us—;spme of us have beep'to‘
Kﬂe Sanh, and we're a little distﬁgbed by‘tﬁe state of the en-
trenchments. I Qondér,if you could tell us a littlé bit more;
abbut;the plaﬁning that led to the establiéhment of the garriéon
in Khe Sanh. I went there once, I think ﬁwo days after you didin
Sept. '66 _and a captain said you had your eye on it then, a Special
_Eg;ces'T camp. And I'd like to get a little background on hoﬁ
the decision-was_made to go in there in sﬁ;h étrength when it héd
been sort of Weakiy held; and, secondly, why wasn't it-built up

__personal
a little more phyS1cally-4masxnaylx:a / ) reaction to incoming, -
and, a little more baquround on why the enemysort of hasn't gone’
in there,'given the terrain_and SO on.

SPOKESMAH: Well, I'll have to a@é;ess it briefly be-
cause I'm going to have to meet the?&&ﬁggggaarin'about 45 minutes
and that's a lot of material to cover, but ;;;ﬁléh&iqiéjﬁbrieﬂy.

Khe Sanh, of course, has been an outpost for some time.

It is an important outpost. If it wasn't an important outpost,

certainly we wouldn't have reenfoyxced it. But it became evident

1ster,
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“hat the enemy had designs-on it. The extent of the reenforcement

€ Cushman who | o L,
vas determined by Gen./ ___ __ had the responsibility as the

Dhﬁé{oh rnCOmmander. There was one battalion there and this,was

4 < 1

reenforced over a period of time to its present leveli .
Once the troops moved in, they proceeded to dig in.
: E ¥ :‘l '( t

Now, ;how_fast'théy dug " in,, of course, is the r?5pqnsibility_

of the local commander. The transportation of materials in there
was no problem, It is fundamental military doctrine that one
digs in when one fortifies, and I've--I know that it has been the

e . Trane ke s
intention of Gen, Cushman and Gen,/ “to dig in and they are dug

ine

They didn't have mechanical quipmeﬁt-tb éb it with;
no, The enemy's reenforcement witﬁ several divisions of course
We did receive some prisoners tﬁat gave us indications of this':
reenforcement, but we didn't know—-the_reenforéements coﬁld ha;e-
gone to the Highlands or they could have'gone to Saigon, or they
could have gone anywhere. It was not my desife nor the responsi-
ble commander on the sceﬂe's desire to reenforce that area until
we had judgéd the enemy's intentions. And then to reenforce it
with what we considered:the;minimum essenﬁial force.

And this was déne on a very.himely basis. Now, the
enemy's plans ﬁéve been set_baék. He intended an offensive in
my opinion to overrun the place and by virtue of his massing he

exposed himself to ﬁnﬂjgﬁé ‘air strikes in the area and 200 second

ary explosions, many of course, the B-52 strikes have been at’
. L] -~
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hight under zero-zero conditions--
* QUESTION: 200 or 2,000?

1SPOKESMAﬁ:_ 2,000'secondary exploéions and of-coprse;

. . T ... of e L. .
this was not the total, I’m sure, because/the_weather.condlt;pns“

when the bombs were dropped. I think the enemy has had great

difficulty getting.themselvés set for this--for this final assault
and I'm not suggesting he won't try it, I'm sure he realizes
the risks involved. He has divextea a number of troops to%an’

investiture of the area and of course he's exposed himself accorxd-

inglye. i

The area is important and has a motorable _ _ road that
goes in from Laos, that went out to Khe Sanh. He could move wheele

~artillery, tanks, rockets; make a ibgistic pbase on that
plateau, and Quang Tri _"mfprovinée'in my opinion can be uitiw
mately untennable. . - |
Aé far as Quahg Tri Province-is‘concernéa,'and the¥~
defenses'thege_of Khe Sanh, is important.

Now, I'd like to just cover a few other things so we'll

have time for questions.
. Now, as I review the enemy's campaign I think his in-

telligence was faulty in two respects. He had been led to believe

_____uprising.

that he could create a_ public

He had been led to believe that the morale and fighting épirit'in

nam ) ' .
the Viet/ armed forces was low, and that they could be defeated

_f_o_ught well.
ese/ There are very

or persuaded to defect. The fact is the Vietnar

L] g ..

d
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few exceptions to -nis _jﬁéUﬁnéda_ .:
. .The enemy 2s of midnight last night has lost over 50,000
secople. And I consider this a reasonably valid statement (?).

rhere'have‘Been queétions aéied, "Weli,ﬁhow in the world if it's
50,113?" ', And that happens to be the figure. Well, if you're

going to deal in statistics you have to deal _in definitive numbers.

You have to have a diciplined system that comes in with numbers,

-|any numberé; and.add_it up._' L : ' s n n 3t

‘Now, I'm not trying to suggest by any means that there

|vere not supporters in that group. I'm sure there were and as you

o = = = : % _znén :
well appreciate, there were a number of very young, maybe 15 to

20 per cent .teendgers, scraped up,

________ " » given arms, and pushed into battle. There

were a number of these. .
: As a matter of interest, Ehese enemy casualties amount
to 87 pe;_cent_of the total enemy killed in 1965 and 56 per cent

of the total enemy killed according to our records in 1967. The

numbér of weapons-that were captured were large., 16,609 indivi-

" |aval weapons, 6,255 crew served weapons in as of midnight last

night.
; . Weapons amount to 88 per cent of the total weapons

captured.in '66; 53 per cent of the total weapons captured in 19567

Now, as we look to the future it appears to me that the

1

contest is one of rebuilding forces, a memberof my staff_reported

yesterday when we were discussing the situation in the battle to

~

- : - %
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rebuild, And we wish to say the enemy has the formidable task
in reckuiting to rebuild his forces. There's evidence he's at-
: : AT | : S 2 e
Y T o | | .
tempting to round up all the manpower he can by persuasion/at the
voint of a gun in the countryside. I'v@”no_déubt.he’qill con-.
. s = = % y . North ’ ' .
tinue to move to the South numbers of Mietnamese troops.

It was noted during the campaign some of the'North -

Vietnamese are young and not well trained becauseé of the haste

E]
" o4

of préparing troops fpr this major éémpaign.
As far as the ARVN is concerned,,they’te working héfd'to
racover their losses. Vietnamese ground forces sufféred almgst
10,000 casualties{ buf'so far they have been able to provide
over 14,000 replacéménts. These are figﬁ;es that have been
gathered by my staff for me that shows the ;osées-suffered by the
diviéions_and the nuﬁber of replacements ﬁhat they'fe receiving.
"fbu'll note Ehe'IﬁgfﬁEﬁﬁ§@suffered very heavy losses,

because they bore the brunt of the battle in Hue. But they have

been able tojb:pvkk:_“, over 2,000 replacements for them,
' Now this manpower is being provided by a number of
sources, The men in the reserves were recalled. And ﬁen—ggraduat

wen from their training centers early. They were giving them a

13-week training program. Now they're giving them a 9-week train-

g program and some of these even had less than that, during the

last several weeks when manﬁower was impoitant and they cleared th

; : ; that
craining centers to fill up the units. Their labor units/were

bstablished about a year ago primarily for deserters have been

™ -~
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given amnesty and returned to duty and as a matter of fact some of

the military jails have bheen emptied in order to provide the man-.
DOWEX

- - -

As far-aé the Rﬁ?f;;, afg cbn8é;ned{ my'figyfes, or';.f
would say our.;eﬁortslérom:thé fielﬁ wﬁiéh aré hot ébn;lﬁsiver
are thét.mosﬁ éf_éﬁhe RF companies are.iﬁtaéh apd'?n thei;'§6;%§{
n g & _'iiAhﬁ they have in generé;_foughE-%éfffwellf;~Bhé.r

66 pex cent of the popular forces are at their posts;-?SomE are

still in provincial towns and cities., Some of the posts are over-
killed or captured. B :

ruﬁ and members / About 60 per cent of the T_T_'_.T:“'Ca'dre.é'rel
reportedly at their pbsts. ' .

The training centers are nowfbeginning to éperate againf
Of the nine national training centers some of them.have resumad

training. The Dong Da _  ‘training center which is near Hue

~ has been severely damaged, in other words the

facilities have been damagéd in the fighting to the_ﬁoint'where
some reconstruction is in ordef bgﬁoré they can starting training
those troops again.

And the.range;-nthe unit training center at Trung Hoa,

north of here, which is ready to go as soon as 'a:iz_'a'hg&?ﬁiﬁ’&ji‘é—n—“_; o
can be made available. |

_Sevenﬁéén of ,the 24 ARVN schools have resﬁmed full or
parttime tréining. Those s&hools that have not resumed ﬁraining

are the administration, finance, school; the C&GS

college, the intelligence school, the logistics school, the nation

LY -~
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hefense college, the full war college and the quartermaster :

Eoo

Four of the 10 division tra

school.

ining centers have xesumed

operations.
| Popﬁlér fardes;—B_Of the 37 pobular forcg tréining-'
centers 5avé resumad tréining énd more.ére béing-aégiﬁated evééy
daye. i |
Aif Foxce and Eérine centers have resumed normalttrain-
i ng as well as the three Navy training centérs.’ And the CIDG |
training ceﬁters,:ﬁ&éﬁgffhoééﬂm;;'jjare conducting normal trﬁining.
.;Aécording to our present count, this 623;000 refugées

‘who have been created by the Tet aggression; 72,000 homes de-

stroyed; Ten cities received major damage through battles that
ensued. (List given but tco fast to be recognized.)

In some way the best analogy that comes to my mind

__ eyents : : '
he /° " in the last several weeks,

from.history and I ;eviewed.
is that of the Battle of the,Bﬁlge, initiated by the Germaﬁs on
16.Decémber 1944, The Germans -achieved surprise at that tiﬁe :
to cﬁunter their succeésés.requifed major redeploymént'o £ U, S.
forces, in reaqtign. Many of you were there., So was I. I know
(deleted) was there.

-Itfwas:about seVeniweeks]éter before things were back
to normal. .

We're or our sikth.week now and things ére getting_back ‘

to normal in this country. It will take some time to recover fror

. : .
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the damage we hﬁﬁétédtm,'

But I'm vexry heartened about the progress that's being

p 8

made. i

rar
sy,

Now, with that general summar§; I will entextain
guestions- -1 will answer theseas senior military spokesman unless

I specify to the contrary.

-

2 QUESTIGN: (Deleted), I wondér K you_éoﬁld go‘back to
the.stéﬁements I think that were made earlier that the enegy%;till
has--because he did hot commit so many of his méin-ﬁorce in NVA
units--what is his capability now, We get thinking about a'third
wave and a second wave; H |
SPOKESPEN:- I don'£ believe the enémy has any greaﬁ
capability to resume a major offensive_acﬁion in the near future,.
lfe's been hurt, he's been huft badly. Obviously from the losses
that I just announced to you. He's-tired: His logistic efforts
were adequate té‘support his campaigns thus far, but.there is
evidence_h_é{_lf_s'dgvelopiﬁg logistic problems, |

He will continue, in'&y opinion, to try to spoil the
couﬁtryéide, having faiIéd_to Ea#e over the cities——noé to.be

- T ;
L

unexPected——wili7;oncentrate on the RD,IKPPFuutposté, or to secure

ey Al R
ot T e

4 TN el ; > o . , i Eo o
control in the eountryside, interdict lines of communication and
to accumulate manpower to fill his depleted ranks. He will con-
tinue standoff rocket and mortar fire against the populated areas

for the purpose of hopefully keeping the troops in and around the

populated areas;keeping the pé0ple nervous, suggesting that he is
" "o - .
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stronger than he really is.

¢ Now, having said all this, I do give him a capability

in I Corps~-I Corps lorth--where he has large forces near Hue and
) | : ; g L

i

in my opinion,'ﬁue:is his ﬁext'objectivé; ’;-tﬁink tg%é will.ﬁe
his next big béﬁtlegfouna.' | - |
'VOICE: Another try in Hue.- v -.ﬁ‘-f

SPOKESMAN: Yeah., : L s

"And I don't rule oﬁt an attack againsE Khe Sanh, =but my
iapression is he has grééter'interest in Huei}EQEE5}§&{Siﬁiéaﬂﬁé
;lﬁéfﬁ;_gfjipﬁ§,i “hint Bhis will Bo his n%::g hie batt

QUESTION: He may do both?

SPOKESMAN:  He ma_gy'do both.

Now, he has also some interest in Quéng.Tri. And he
has forces up Ehére Eo\a_point where hé éould attack, buf of cours
the risks will be great.

| I don't think he--I don't believe his plans visualize
that he will be able to deploy troops and develop the férceé
that have been possible. We have capability and further reen-
forcement if required.

QUESIION: Immediately éfter‘the Tét offensive you cave
very slim chances-on the_ene;y's not aﬁtacking Khe Sanh.(inaud-
ible}. What do you think of changing that opinion?

SPdKESMAN: Well, of courss, my objective was ﬁhat he

mot attack it. What I think I said was, I think that it was his |

plan, his intention to attack, and it was, in my opinion. The

L] -~
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fact that he hasn't attacked it is because of our counteractions,
our prb°mnt¢ve actlohs through the use of our firepower, and that'

Lhe only reason in my oplnlon he hasn't attackﬂd As I sald before

I don't rule out an attack in the futuré;_ .

QUESTiON: .How do you explaln despite all these pre-
emptive measures thét you've taken in the srea that the enemy
étili managec_i tg_ti‘ench righ.t up to the oﬁter wiI:e. T

_éPQKESﬁ&N: He has dug some trenches toward the base,
and he's ﬁad a nﬁmbef of enemy'killed in those trenches tobl‘

He will contiﬁue in.ijOPinion, to entrench., I don't
think-*ﬁé haén‘tlgiven up his objective. I think his leadership
is d;iving him hagd to accémélish his objectiﬁes, but the Weather
is now--well, let us put it this way: the bad weather is, has
been in his favor excepg we have béen able to run ai; strikes
without thé benefitlof-viéual Eonﬁitions, but as.the.weather im-
proves and we have had better days during-the past week than we've
bhad in the previous month, .We can get visual strikes in and he
will become far more vdlnérable than he's been,

_QU=ESTION: Ir}espectiye of military systemns, tinaudible)
psychologica; and political (inaﬁdiblé), there's a great deal of
feeling that we had to some way change the psychological and
political (inaudible) military action. 'dah you address yourself
to 'thét problem.

SPOXESMAN: I think it was basic to this campaign, was

a psychologicai objective, and I agree with you that he has achiex

e

ed

i. * . L
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success in that reyard ﬁﬁt now tﬁat the dust haé settled I think
that sﬁccesg is not és great as it was apparent tvo ﬁeeﬁs ago,

?he Vietnamese-are ready, wllllrg and able to go on
ﬁhe offensive. The? re reconstltutzn; their forces, the1r strengt
is being bullt up as I 1ndlcated a momﬂnt ago énd.tﬁei-—th ay're
mad. o e T o, .i' s

They're capable of going on the offeﬁai&é and in my
opinion will.i, VB ) -- _ | _ | .

| . QUESTION: - (Deleted), the reldcation of significanﬁ-

numbérs of American troops up to the nqrtﬁern provinces and:the
certain Qeakening in other parts of the country, what do you See
are the 1;ng—ru5 results if the situation continueé?
SPOKEQHAN: We haven't materialiy weakened other parts
of the country. 1I've had to redeploy Erobps from oéher afeas, |

put not at the exjense of. incurring any major risks in other areas

QUESTION: Well, significant numbers of troops have

-

left th: central towns and you have the '_lrst—Au;Qeg.vup north now.
poesn't this sort of create a vacuum for the 4th  ~ division’

»

still there?

SPOKESMAN: I think we're in good solid shapein the
Highlands. _ : : :

SPOKESMAN: Come again?
QUESTION: How many enemy troops would you estimate are

Around Hue?

SPOKESMAN: Around Hue?

n ~
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QUESTION  Yes.
, 'SPOKESMAN: I would say'better than.a d;vision.‘ Betﬁéfl

than a division. - B o5 Y ¢ 8 | |

A S o N e M

SPOKESMAN: Parddn ﬁe, agéin ncw?l

’Q‘{EST-IIO;-]: ~W¥1ered1d }oi{_fgé.f__inf‘o.abop}t;_ Khe: Sanh and E'*I\.;e'?

SPOKESH#&: Oh, from prisoners,dyes.“'b-

QUESTION: (Inaudible)? ] _' e T e o

SPOKESM&N: Yes. Or; from.ﬁrisoners wefvé identified

units that were around in the DI area, that afe now around Hue,

QUESTION: (Inaudible)? v

SPOXESMAN: No, both.

QUESTION: (Inaudible)?

SPOKESEAN= Come again?

QUESTION: This diviéion Plué that's around Hue, is
this all North'Vietnamese?

SPOKESMAN: Mostly, yes. Theré are some 1oc$1 units,
but mostly NVA.

QUESTION:(DeletEd), are we in a position to go'on the
offensive now ? -

SPOKESMAN: I can't answer that on the public record.
QUESTION: Can you answer off the record? Do you have
the capability to go on the offensive?

_SPOKESMAN: We're on the verge of going on the offen-

sive. Off the record, yes.

“ARC



https://SPOl{ESM.AN

- 10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

3%

QUEST IOL In the event fighting de..-lops in Hue, then
_Rosson " -would not command that fighting. In other words, he

sommands forces North.,

SPOKESMAN: No. No. That's in his area, Quang Tri-.

Phou Thien. He'could*;:Rhsébn') comrands all U. S. troops iq

Quang Tri-Phou_Thien. Yes? i sk x a 0 8
QUESTION: Of theﬂbo:bggf:i can you“gite us a comParisoﬁ
of allied Tosses in that period. L. . o oman

SPOKESMAN: Yes,

SPOKESMAW: Yes., Yes., We 1ost:§ppf¢§;f_2,000 Americans
and 4,000 Vietnamese. |

QUESTION: KIA?

SPOKESIAN: Yeah.

QUESTION: You{re figuring no; from the 2%th §f,January
to the present for the 50,0007

SPOXESHAN: Yes, 1800 hours on the 29th to Midnight

last night.

QUESTION: Can you___&_éaii-cﬁ't the 50,000 from the enemy's pre-Tet
strength ? . :
SPOXESMAN: No., No, No, we've-~I think--and our
calculations are that he scraped up a lot of manpower at the last

moment, a lot of young people, and swelled his ranks with untraine

ftypes.

QUESTICN: Were those the people primarily that you killed ?

SPOKESMAN: Our best estimate 10 to 15 per cent were

"

[}

ARC



https://untrai.ne

10
1
12
13
14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2]

22

23

24

25

B

in the teenage category, but frankly, thic is really an estimate.

e 'll have better data'on that in due -tine.

o s i

_QUESTICH: . 15- 20%
spdxgsxaﬁ:’ I thougnt I said 10 to 15, - E;ﬁ ¢ .h THLE
QUESTION: 15 to 20. | | __' | NS
ISPOKESER?: iS to 20? All right,~1fil staéd*by lS.to
20. . | o -, | - | : z, s # :
{Laugﬁter) : _;_ | L | . E: B

SPOIESMAN: I mean~-frankly, it's a guesstimate, really.

=

SPOKESMAN: My J-2 I talked with him this morning--I

e

guess he aid saytlI think that was probably right;  1 think as I
recall, he-~his best estimate was 15 ‘to 2b. My first comment was
what he advises m2. |

QUESTION: ot loss out of the 50,0007

SPOKESMAN: Well, we're studyiné that now., Our best

estimate is about 30,000, About 30,000 nect loss. That's our best

estimate for the mement.

' 4

v

QUEST IOHN: Do you have any breakdo n {deleted)lon the
Hue casualties, the Hue area--

SPOKESMAN : Enémy caéualpies'in the Hue area?

Cee, I'd have to~-I'd have to réaearch this. My recol-
lecticn is at about 4;000.

QUESTION: " Why now would the Comﬁunisté' interest :ﬁé;_'“

more at Hue than at Khe ‘Sanh, after they've been driven out of

"

LY - ~
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there once?

'. ‘SPO?ESMAH: I think for politiéal reasons and'prisonérs“
théj;ve r%ferred to this.as thé gateﬁay to South Vietnam. quiti—
cal and pgycholégical WA o o : 2; ’

2% QUﬁéfIé‘iﬁ_ i—Iue a'Ll.:-_ea_“s.i'_t_-}.:l-gi;t-:'i?n, can we thJ.O.te you By na,me?:
SPOKESMAN: Well, let's say culpable. 7T
-QU‘ESTI@M Your statement '_é'b-out' enemy" 'tﬁbjfa_ctive being Hue.
SPOXESMAN: Let me séy parenthetipailf that--I'mﬂvgéy

sensitive on this area here from a security viewpoint. Extremely

senstivie on it. And that's why--in other words, I don't want

|through the medium of. the press to give the enemy any more in-

telligence on our strengths and weaknesses than we possibly can.
I'm sure you understand my concern, and you've been in general,

very good about recognizing this, but, of course, somatimes it is_

difficult to " "judge as to what he knows and wl;_at: hé doesn't know.
But I'm iﬁclined'to iean over backwardé and not give him aﬁy mofe
information th%n we have to.

As an e?ample, if weffe going to tell the enemy that -
the First Cavalr; Divisiéﬁ is short of”EOL or had an X 'numher of
helicopters destroyed in a mortar raid, I'd like to--very much to
know where the-enémy's shoxt POL and vhen. So, I'm really rather
sensitive about the general security in that war zone. And tﬁat's'
why I've beeﬁ rather delicate in handling your questions, you'

understand, I'm sure.

QUESTION: Will you clarify your quotation as to Hue

ARC
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attributable to you by name?
:+  'QUESTION: That was my question e1r1iér.

. SPOKESMAN: I'm'sofry.- I didn't upderstand that,

w -

QUESTION: My queotlon ear11e9 was would it be poJ91ble.
to quote.you by name sayinc that—-i; N | : -
_SPOKﬁSMﬁN: No, senior mllltary sfoxeémén:“
“6UEST16ﬁ: (Deleted),. what abouu thﬂ plan for the plO—
visional corps. Did you say_the U, S. Command has this 1n%mlnd
S Wil We Havé 6 Walt GRHLoE annodnde 1f? |
SPOKESMAN: I'm going to anﬁounce-it jﬁst'as soon as I.
can. A couple of devélopments'should hég; to'oécﬁr 5éfore 2 Qant
to annéunce §ts |
QU"‘STJ‘DN- We ran mto E}Eg_same -51tuat10n as the Amerma}.——
people who are not here-~
SPOKESMAN: Yes, Yes, Th;t's qorréct.
QﬁESTiON: (continuing) --aﬁd other people'?ho aren'f
heyre-—- |

' SPOKESMAN: Yes. Right. I realize your--

QUESTION: =—-(inaudible)? "

i

SPOKESMAN: Yeah.' A1l Right. Id all fairness to your
colleagues—mi don't believé I can give this to you on the record
today, but I will do so as soon as I‘baﬂ. |

QUESTION: I? other woxds everyghing you said about the
provisional corps is off-the-record-until you announce it?

SPOKESMAN: Well, I said background mon attribution.

QUESTION: Can we asttribute this to sources (inaudible)

-

-7
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wanted to glve you the rationale and the‘backgxound so that when

cannot do it today.

'SPOKESMAN:  What do you advise on that?

VOICE: (Ina udible) .
_t_ E S L , : .
SPOKECV’ﬁ: Well, ;'ll tell you what I had in mind, I

Y e

it was announced you would know why. Now, of course, these back-
ground sessions are not designed to bring forth news stories.
They're désigned to give ybu the rationa]e and the background.

. 25

Now, let me tell you this, Bill. I shallw-I'll &0_

every--I will release this as soon as I pvactlcally can, but I

-

QUESTICM: Do you mean that you would regard it as a breech
of confidence if we speculate on this?

(Lavghter)

SPOKESMAN: I would say_please_hoid it. Please hold it.

VOICE: _In effect *, it's off-the-record.

. SPOKESMAN: TLet's put it this way: I will ask you to

hold it for 48 hours, during which time there will be a public .

announcement on it. So I would say to get down to simplest terms,
I ask you to consider it off—the~recofd1 untilﬁyou get an announce

mente .

o

QUESTION: Are_thia:s“tatl% tics attributable ?
SPOKESIMAN: Right.,

QIESTION: _Do you have 525,000 troops ?

SPOKESYAN: Well, I don't have the = 525 _ _ yet.

QUESTION: Sir, one more question. I believe (deleted)

backgrounder yesterday said that he didn't think that ~Gijap . .

L] g ~
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&as the commandey of this more or less (unihteiligibié)! the
enemY'é 0pe£étions. Do you concur in that oxr-- .
I : _ .

.%POKESMAN: I justadon't Know .
QUESTION: (Inaud-iblé_)? L TN .
"SPOEESMEH} .Iﬁ's continuing.torflow, and:I'd_sag wé'rg ‘

ready (inaudible). |

(Mixed voices)

L
e

. SPOKESMAN: Pa_fdon me?

QUESTION: What is the time uéually-ﬁd—*

SPOXESMAN: Well, we have the men infthé“reﬁiacemént
depots. It's just the‘physical matter of getting men.

QUEST ION: .(Deleteé), do you expecﬁ the‘enemy to match
buildﬁp‘by,buildué? In other words, what I'm driving ét'is that
any level that wé can arrive in our.combat txoop stfength where
we will gain thé,advantégé?

SPOKESMAN: I won't speculate on that.

I will do my best to put out a public rélease_on.the
Prov Cérps. I cannot do it today for reasons that I won't atte&pt
to explain. ' '

But I wili—-if you will just.hold that and coﬁsider it
off-the-record until yoﬁ'get the release and my explanation was
designed to give you the background and the rationale{

Now, since there have been somé stories suggésting that

I do not have confidence in the Marines, I do have one--and this -

has been associated with spaculation on Abrams going North and

L] i "
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so forth which I've explained.

1’ do have a staten=znt for the record which will be
I

| ] e
passed out to you in writifig, which will make my position known in
E |[ B T e el _ i, s _' - - ’

|
this regard.

Have you got those? Fine. You'll pass them .out as the

: - 1
gentlenan leave the room. .

Well, I guess I better be on my way.tofsee the Ambassadol:

g
b R B
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHKINGTON

S T, S e - - i s e mina Bt

J/Fnday, Malch 8, 1968/

2:00 p.m, _ /.’___,_H

,r."

i e

MR, PRESIDENT:

Just to see what it looked like -- in
case you might consider this as one option --
I have drafted a Southeast Asia Resolution

of 1968, You may wish to discuss it at lunch .

or drop it in the wastebasket.
i ; f?-——
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(3/8/68)
SOUTHEAST ASIA RESOLUTION OF 1968

Whereas there are now major units of the Army of North Vietnam engaged
in aggressive action in South Vietnam contrary to the Geneva Accords

of 1954; and
e

Whereas there are major forces of North Vietnam engaged in aggressive
action in Laos and in the transit of Laos with military men and supplies

in violation of the Geneva Accords of 1962; and

Whereas the United States ha.% j;oined with six nations of Asia and the Pacific

to frustrate the aggression against South Vietnam and to permit the

| pe_-c;ﬁlé.-. of- So;.a..t'ﬁ- \‘Tgetnét;ﬁ to. .e.:-.:érci-se_”the"ri-glhts- of seif-determination

without external coercion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Congress approves and
supports the determination of the President, as Commancer in Chief, to
take all necessary measures to defeat the aggression against South Vietnam

and to restore peace to Vietnam and Southeast Asia at the earliest possible

time, on terms consonant with our national commitments and interests,
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