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Public Affairs 

Reporting 

31 Jan 68 - -
Westmoreland, 

Christian msg 
Am Public 

to Bunker and 
Understanding ---------------- A 

42 Feb 68 -- State msg to Saigon re factual reporting ----- B 

16 Feb 68 
approved; 

- - Ro stow 
requesting 

ms g to 
factual 

Bunker, 
stories 

briefing 
on four 

plan 
subjects - - - - - - C 

3 Feb 68 - - Rostow memo 
briefing by Amb Bunker, 

to President, background 
3 Feb 68 --------------------------- D 

i Feb 
Harry 

$8 -- Rostow 
McPherson's 

memo to President, comments 
draft-----------------------------------

on 
E 

9 Feb 68 
Viet Nam 

-- Bunker statement to American community in 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - F 

12 Feb 68 -- Outline of speech for the President -------------- G 

13 Feb 68 
Additional 

~·- Questions 
troops to Viet 

and Answers to Goulding 
Nam-------------------------------

re 
H 

15 Feb 68 -- Nitze 
Viet Nam who have 

Ltr -- Are 
been there 

men 
less 

being sent back 
than two years 

to 
ago?-------- I 

17 Feb 68 Remarks by President at Ft Bragg-------------- J 

• 17 Feb 68 Rostow memo to President, 
movements-----------------------------------------------

scheduled troop 
K 

17 Feb 68 -- Rostow memo to President, two jobs in hand----- L 

Face the Nation 

15 Feb 68 Bunker msg to Christian------------------- M 

23 Feb 68 
on themes 
of certain 

Saigon 
for Face 
political 

msg to State, Bunker briefs 
the Nation also "protective 

figures -----------------------------

Thieu 
arrest" 

N 

25 Feb 68 -- Transcript of Thieu Interview-------------- 0 

26 Feb 68 -- Questions and Answers, Bunker/Cronkite ------- P 



26 Feb 68 -- Saigon msg to State, interview of Bunker 
by Doug Kiker of NBC-TV------------------------------ Q 

6 Mar 68 -- Background briefing, Saigon, SVN ----------- R 

8 Mar 68 - - Southeast Asia Resolution of 1968, Ro stow - - - - S 
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TO A:•~Elm SAIGON 
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INFO:· zoaTHIAN Atm SID-LE 

WE ARE FACING, IN THESt Ntxr· FEW DAYS A CRITICAL pH,r-~sz IN TPit 
M·!Ef<ICM·J ?UEL!C' s AND CONF'IDENC'F.: m-1DE?.STAND.ING ·-rc'tARD Ot!~ 
EFFORT IN vn:n·•l!-\N. THO.SF.OF us WHO HAV! FOI..LO'JED.·NOST 
-nninA1EL Y THS EVENTS OF THE· ?AST HOURS R~\'Jir THi • H!GHtST 
·:-10MIRA'f!ON AND HESPE ct· FOR YOU. AND YOU1 O;?r~~NIZ.l.\TIO:·is ANJ 
TH.E FifmEST. CO!JFIDENCE·THAT. WE WILL su~c~ s.:3ji!JLLY I<iEET ·THIS 
,LATEST ·cHALLEt-mE. rr IS. lt1FF.R.ATIVE THAT TH:: PU3LIC H~?.E AT 
HO:·!EBE GIVEN THE UNOE~STM-:DUJGt1HICH SUP?ORTS·THIS OUTL001<:, 
TH1RE IS NO ~IORE EFFECTIVE YAY IN VHICH THIS Ct1N BS: ACCCHFLI.SHED 
THAN THfiOUGH PERSONAi.. APPEARANCES Bl' EACH OF YOU WITH THE 
PR!SS, AND PA~TICULARLY-ON TELEVISION,.ALO~~ THE LIN?S WE . 
HAD DISCUSSED E.ttRLlER. WE CAN ALREADY sz·e THAT RECE~n tl.EVELOP­
!1SN1S ATlE BZU!G INADEQUATELY RE?ORTED A}m INTEa?RETED. 
uuu:ss Wt: MOVE QUICl\L Y, MUCH OF TH£ 1u:ctNT IM?:10'./£!-fENT nv 
PRESS coyERAGE.ACHIEVED BY THE T~O OF YOU, GEN. SIDLE ANO: 
B;urn_Y ZCRTHL~th wILL EE LOST .. NO om.: CAN ~??RECIA'iE E~TTER THAN 
~! HERE AT THE f;JlUTE HOUSZTHE ?RESSU.R::SWHICH ARE U?ON YOU 
JUST Nm,;•• DESPITE THIS, A~D DES?IT~ YOL'~ 01uN NATURAL RESE?.'JE 
ABOUT PUBLIC APPi;,RANCtS, IT IS TH! ?RESIDENr·s FEEL!HGS --
WHI CH-~E ALL SHARE -- THAT NO~ IS T~-T!ME FOR YOU TO STEP. 
FO,HJA~D AUD GIVE Y01J9R·F!lLOV CITIZENS A FL-'Lt. AMY EFFECTIVE 
P.~ES:::NTA!ION OF-OUR POSITION •. IF YOU DO, THEY CANNOT P.EL? BUT. 
RESPOND· Hi CONFIDEMCE -A~D UNITY TO tHE CHALLENGESOF THE 
MOMENT. 

. i . • 

THIS CLE:f1RlY .IS AN.ADDrD- BURDEN,.. 3U1" tiE E!LIEVE IT OF THE." • •. 
GR£ATEST.n1PO!~!ANCE THAT ·YOU Fu;o T_H! TH~E- Atm :THE ·OCCASIONS 
TO DO THIS JOB -FOR US •-. ?ARTlCGl!\RL Y· IN. THE NEXT: SF.VER AL ··· 
~~--:~~ ;_~,._,._.;.·~~~;~:;,...:..;:,;._.:....~·:--"·~-----.,.:~ . .... __ •.;.:..:.~ ~ i'.---~-:; ··-' ~-,.;;.-~:.,.¥, ...:~ ;~~~.;...:.;...:.:...~ ..... , ... : .:.~·:¥ , ~:~·. ~;~.- ........... ·, .•• ..... :.~--.. ".:.. •• --:--- '. 

.. ... . 

•.• Appro\/ed .For Rele~~e 2000/09/1 ~ :_:·NLJ~O~B-049-2-4~6 I 



~\I>;ASl<ED. 
:nIAti-AND 
.R t!THOST 
A ErFCRT 

. . 
:E S?E.C!FIC, NOTHINJ CAN ~!ORE D:~At1ATICALLY COUNTER. SCENES • 
~cr>ESlR l!Ct IVE NESS ·THAN THE: CONFIDlNT Pr?OFESSlOi~ALISM OF 
COHMANDIHG GENERAL. ·SIMILARLY,··tHE· DIRE PRCGNOS..!IC.~TIOi~SOF 
CO~H1ENTATORSC/\N BEST E,£. PUT It'lTO PERSPECTIVE aY. THE SHAREO-
RIENCE AfID \:IISDOt4 OF OUR AMB,-\SSI\DO·R. • • • • 

ILL CONTHlUE:-TO ·aACK ··YOU. U?_ Iti E\iERY iJ;~Y· POSSIBLE,. BUT. IN 
IMMEDIATSSITUATION, APPEARANCE$ A ·-BY YOU WILL HAKE 
.TER IMPACT HERE AT nor~JE THAN t1UCH o; tJHAT ~E C~N SAY. 

•. , 
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0 0123552 FEB 68 ZPF4 
FM SECST~TE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBA~Sy S~IGON IMM;DIATE 6178 

C O H r i D E. N f i >< L STATE 108715 

L!MDIS 

io MISSION ~ND MAtV EFFORTS TO KEEP PRESS FACTU~LLY INFORMED 
OF EV~NTS • IN SOUTH VI ET-:NAM IS THOROUGHLYREFLECTEDLATEST 
?RESS REPORTS~ AGREEFULLY WITH YOUR INTENTION TO MAI~TAIN 
FU~L FLOWat l~FOR~ATION, INtL0oiNG ~IGH ~EVEL ?ER~ONAL= 
APPEARANCES, A~ ~EST WAYTO GUIDE PRESS A~~~ FROM iNACtUR~TE AND 
SS~SAT!ONAL RE~ORTiNG, 

2$ WE WILL BE LiMfTING OUR OWN COMMENTS TO t □ NFORM WITH YOUR 
OU~P0T, MAKING :LEiR THAT SAIGON wi~L o~iGiN~TE 6EfAILED 
COMMENTSAS THE SITUATION MOVES, 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority STA.TEletter MAR 1 4 1979 
By e1 '42,NARS, Dat.e t -;>S-19 · 

....•... 
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PAGE 02 §TATE I~s715 

PAGE c~RUE H C 1 0 8 71 5 ..C..,Q N E 1 P E _ ~, T I A L -
3o ONT~~ BASiS of OUR READING O~_COVERAGE HERE WE OFFER THE 
FOLLOWING COMMENTS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE: 

Ao IT j~ PREFERAB~E TO STA~ AWAY FROM QVERPLAiING OUR 
QTE succESSEES UNQTE AT THIS STAGE~ AS w~READ SITUATION Ir 
WI~L- TAK~ FEW 6A~S BEFORE THINGS wiLL BE. sutFI~IENiL~ iN 
HAND tN THE URBAN, PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT AREAS AND WE DO NOT 
BELIEVE 1t DESiR~B~E TO ~P~E~R TO ~E MA~ING ExtEssfvE tLAiMS 
PREM~TURE~Yo ~E DO wisH, 
iN OUR OWNAND G~N ABILltY 

HQWEijER, TO P~OJEtT SiANtE 
to HANDLETHE siTUAfioN~ 

0~ CONFID~NCE 

a~ WE FEEL THAT CHANGESOF QTE DUP~icITY UNQTE 
ON PA~T 0~ vt SHOU~D BE DOWNPLAYEDRATHER f~~N BEING MADE 
CE~TRAL T~EME OF _OUR EX~LANArioN FQRv~ CAP~BILITY: T~IS DOES 
NOT M€AN WE SHOULD AVOID CAL~ING ATTENTION TO VC BREAKING AND fAKING 
ADVANTAGEOF TET TRUCE ~ND TRAbITiONAL fET ~TMOSPHEREo 

CQ WITH UNCERfAiNfIES REMAINING AS TO fHE t □ URSE OF EVENTS 
OVER THE ~EAR fE~M. ~E WO~LO ?REFER NQT fQ ~L~CE OU~SELVES. IN 
A POSITION WHERE~E WpULDHAVETO RETRACT STATED JUDGMENTSAND 

PAGE 3 RUEHC 108715 G Q M F I O ~ N I I A L ., 
ANALYSISo WEREALIZE THAT YOU WILL P~AY THIS ~A~TIO~SLY gUT 

-WE EXPECT THAT PREss MAYTRY. To GET us our ON A LIMB·) 

OQ WE ~R~ DRAWINGNO REPEA! NO NEW t □ NtLUSIONS iN OUR COMMENTS 
ro· THE PRESS ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEENvc AND NVA CURR~NT 
ACTIVITY AND THE POSSIBILITIES OF NEGOTIATION BEYOND THE PRESIDENT'S 

. COMMENf·CF ~EBijU~Ri la QTE GNTIL WE HAVE SOME ~ETiER SIG~ THA~ 
THESE.LAST r"Ew DAYS HAVE PROVIDED THAT HE ( THE NORTH'VIETNAMESE i 
WILL NOT §TEP 0P t~IS f~RRORISM AND ~GG~ESSION I~ WE HiLT. 
TH~ 30~~ING, w~ SH~LL .CONTINUEto GIVE JUR M~N THE PROTECi10N 
IT AFFOR6§Q· U~QfE 

EQ IN RESPQNS~ TO QUESTIONS AeOUT POSSIB~E ~ETALIATIO~, WE 
HAVE 3EEN- □ FFE~ING QTS ~O to~MENT 0NQTEo WE DO ~Of W!SH fo GO 
3LfON-n T1·E.5 EIT}IER CN OR Oii'F 'IHB RECORD, 0?\. 1!0 SP:sc·m~ATE IN 

C0NF7I OE.lql I AL· 
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Feb:i;-uary 8, 1968 

FOR AMBASSADOR BUNKER, EYES ONLY, FROM WALT ROSTOW 

Your briefing plan (Saigon 445) approved. 

From this end any hard, factual stories you can generate on the 

following subjects would be stabilizing and helpful: 

Good performance by the AR VN and the province chiefs; 

The executive vit/al ity of the gov.ernment in deali~g with food, 

refugees, etc; 

Support for the government from. the Legislative Branch, 

political leaders, and non-governmental groups; 

had 
Evidence that the people in the cities, having/ a good look at 

the VC and war, have moved towards the government and a more positive 

anti-VG attitude. 

In briefings here we have also .found extremely useful the prisoner 

of war inte~rog.ations which you may wish to make widely available in 

Saigon. 

Approved For Release· 2000/09/11 : NLJ-018-049-2-5-5 



Fe1'-..uary 5, 1968 

TO: Walt Rostow 

FROM: George Christian 

I fully agree with Ambassador Bunker I s 
suggestion regarding Westmoreland. 

t 
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DE YEKADL 759 0351219 
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~ .·s ! e ft ET ~51049Z FEB 68 VlA CAS CHANNELS 
PR_IORIT_Y~~~- -:S~ • 
FM ~MB. BUNKERSAIGON.445 ..... 
T<fTHEWHITEHOUSE,EXCLUS.IVEFOR MR ROSTOW 

, . 
REF: CAP 80386 . . . 
J. WESTY AND. 1 WILL, OF COURSE,BE RESPONSIVETO THE PRESIDENT'S 
WISHES. WESTY GAVE COMPREHENSlVE LASTEXCELLENT PRESS BRIEFING 
FRIDAYAND.WILL ALSb~ EARLIER GIVE ONE TOMORROW FRIDAY, HE WAS 
PRECEDEDBY GENERAL WEYAND WHO DID FIRST RATEJOB. HE HAD TO BE 
IN FIELD YESTEADAY AND GENERAL FILLED IN FOR HIM~·. AFTERNOON CHAlSSON 
ALSO TURNING IN EXCiLLENT PERFORMANCE. I HAVEGIVEN TWOSTATEMENTS • .,.
TO ·PRESS, RADIO, AND CONFERENCE •1V AND HAD BACKGROUND WITH PRESS • 
YESTERDAY. : • • · • 
2. WESTY, BARRYZORTHIAN, AND I WOULDLIKE TO MAKE A SUGGESTION.. • • 
WE BELt\J}lE THAT WESTY CAN BE MORE EFFECTIVEAND HAVE MOREIMPACT 
WITH TKE PRESS IF HE DOES 'NOT MAKE HIS BRlEFING A DAILY EVENT. IF lT ....BECOMES·ROUTINE,ITS SIGNIFICANCE TO DIMINISH~ ANOTHER TENDS READ• 
ING MIGHT BE THAT IF THE TOP COMMANDER DAILY !HE HAS TO APPEAR 
SITUAT IO~ HERE MUST BE EXTREMELY SERIOUS, CERTAIN!. Y·· MORE SERIOUS 
THAN WE BELIEVE rr TO BE.. • • ·, 
IF, AS IS CASE NOW, ENEMY ACTIVITYTAPERSOfF AND CLiA~UP PROGRESSE~ 
THi!REWlLL BE LESS NEWS AND WE FELL THAT IF WESTYWERETO GIVE A 
BRIEFINGAT TIMES HE .AND I THINKAPPROPRIATE,SAY EVERYTWOOR · 
T_HREE DAYS, IT WOULD HAVE MAXIMUM IMPACT WITH THE PRESS. f • 

3. I WILL CONTINUETO ~lAKE COMMENTSON THE-NON-MIL-ITARY COURSE 
OF EVENTS AT A.PPROPRIAT°E-TIMES AS YOU SUGGEST. 

DECLASSIFIED . 
STATE letter MAR 1 4 19,79

Authority 

By~ 
, NARS, Date It,- d,.S-71 

I 
t . 
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~. WE WOULD APPRECIA!E YOUR REACTION 10 THE ABOVE SUGGESIIONS •. 
5. ON ANOTHER SUBJECT,: ORGANIZATION OF THE JOINT GVN•US TASK 
FORCEGOT UNDERWAY AT MEETING YESTERDAY. WITH KV PRESIDING, 
IT WAS AGREEDTHAT PUBLICLY IT WOULDBE.A GVN TEAM WITHu.s~ IN 
SUPPORTING ROLE. ACTUALLY IT WILL FUNCTION AS WE HAD SUGGESTED 
(SAIGON 17601) WITH U.S. HAVINGFULL PARTICIPATION WITH VIETNAMESE. 
BOB KOMER WAS PLEASED OF FlRSt MEETING ANDWITH RESULTS YESTERDAY 
l BELIEVE WE SHALL BE ON THE WAY PROMPTLY.I HAVE-REPORTEDMORE 

\ FULLY IN MY WEEKLY MESSAGE TO THE PRESlDENTveEtTlNG OFF 'IODAY, . 
G. I AM ALSO GLAD TO REPORT THAT IN OTHER.• ACTlONS MINlSTRY OF.HEALTH 
HAS RESPONDED MAGNIFIC~NTLY. l-T HAS PRE-EMPTED SERVIC~S OF SOME ., 
40 ARVN. DOCTORS 1N SAIG.ON, AND MINISTER LIJ Y HAS WORKED •I AROUNDTHE CLOCK FOR TttE LAST .THREE DAYS. THE MINI~T~R OF PUBLIC I 
WORKS HAS ALSO PERFORMED EXTRAORDINARILY WELL. REPAIRS WERE • · • 

· QUIC}(L Y MADE·to THE AQUEDUCT IN THE ·clTY A.NDALL OF SAIGON HAS WATER. 
FOOD.SUPPLIESARE AMPLE, AID HAS BEEN ABLE TO RESTORE. POWER 
OijTAGEOF TWO NIGHTSAGOtANDTHEREIS FUEL ON HAD FOR AT LEAST 
TWENTY WEPICKEDDAYS' SUPPLIES. YESTERDAY UP GVN LEAFLETS 
SHOWINGPIOTUREOF VC TtRROR KILLING THE NUMBER RECOUNTING OF 
VC KILLED AND. CAPTURED,: PRAISING AR°VN.FOR ITS. PROM.PTRESPONSE 
TO THE VC ACTION, AND CALLIN(3 FOR THE PEOPLE TO STANO FAS'r IN ·rHE 
FACE OF THE VC. ; . • 
GP.. 1 • : 
425 
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INFORMATION' 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

. Saturday, Feb. 3, 1968 
1:20 p. m .. 

Mr. President: 

You will be interested in this background 
briefing by Ambassador Bunker on the 
afternoon of February 3., Saigon time. 

Attachment 

\I· 



_ __ 

RECEIVED 
\','fiC/\ 

i%3 FEB 3 15 29 

UNCLASSI IED HCE423 

/ //
EA 10,SAL 0~,,sso 00,cco ~0,NSCE 00,CIAE 00,NS/t\E /00,ss 

'/ 

PAGE" 01 SAl 

45 / 
/ /' 

ACTION P 04 
I /I 

. INFO__ 20,GPM 03, 
/ . 

INR ·07 ,AID/ 28 'IO __ ___ ___ _,~_!r_,10_1 ,/ . •13,E_u_Ri~/_·s_R 0_1 __ 1703 •.. 
.._·/ l/ -~1// - • 

0 R 03 t300Z JAN 68 ZFF-1 --< 
FM AME~'1BASSYSAIGON / /" e_,,'°-'_f~ ~ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDCIMMEDIATE5580 / ~ , 
CINCPAC • / /
INFO USIA WASHDC 4496, / - -
DOD / 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 ~A IGON 17608 
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FOR DONNELLEY FROM ZORTHIAN 

AMB SA.DOR BUNKER HELD- BACKGROUND BR _E.E-1NG.ATTRIBUTABLE 
"ro "SENIOR A:1-. ~ CAN71F IC1Ats··- AFTERNOON FEB. 3, ATTENDED BY 
SELECTEDREPRESE~TATIVESOF MAJOR AMERICAN NEWS"MEDIA, 
REUTERSAND AGENCE FRANCEPRESSE. HE MADE FOLLOWING POINTS -
IN INTRODUCTION:• 

WHILE WE CANNOT 3£ C~RTAI~OF NORTHVIETNAMESEAND VIET 
CONG THINKING IN LAUNCHINGWAVE THROUGHOUTbF ATTACKS REPUBLIC 

I 

F:t.a-~~e-,~'".;f4¥i;f I =-~=..:;q t !~Ct.~ 
THERE ARE MANY INDICATIONSCURRErJTPHASE PART OF CAREFULLY-PLANNED 
OPERATIONLEADING TO WHAT HAVE LONG THOUGHT 3ECOMMUNISTS WOULD 
FORERUNNER UPRISING. COMMUNISTS -OF A GENERAL HAVE 3EEN SAYING . 

•THIS PUBLICLY, AND HAVE BEEN TELLI~JG THIS TO THEIB TROOPS.~ v~C.~_ .. 
AND NORTH VIETNAMESETHOUGHTAS THEY ENTERED CITIES ?EOPL~ - - 0 
TNOULDRISE UP. TO SUPPORT THP1, ·oVERTHROW THE GVN AND JOINTHEt1 
IN RESISTANCEAGAINST AMERICANS. THIS THESIS SUPPORTED a} STORIES 

UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

FRON HANOI, LIBERATIO~J RADIO i3ROADCASTS LIKE ONES AND INCIDE~JTS 
IN SAIGOiJ WHERE VC WENT THROUGH SAYING"1NEIGHBORHOODS .'JE ARE FROM 
THE N-F-L. WE HAVE COME TO LIBERATE SAIGON." 
~~,Jf.ii-V~..<~<'-1)!'~! 

IF THIS THEIR PURPOSE, THEN EFFORT HAS FAILED IN ITS 
ESSENCE. THIS IS NOT TO IMPLY COMMUNISTS HAVE FAILED TO GAIN 
HEADLINESIN WORLDPRESS AND MAKE IMPRESSieN ON VIETNA~ ITSELF. 
ENEMY·HASGIVEN DRAMATIC IMPRESSIONOF ABILITY FOR TERROR AND 
DISRUPTION AND CR~ATED CONFUSIONAND CERTAIN MILITARY PROBLEMS. 
BUT CLEARLY PEOPLE HAVE NOT RESPONDED WITH A "GENERALUPRISING." 
THERE IS NO EVIDENCE FROM ANY CITIES ATTACKEDTHAT THERE HAS 
BEEN SIGNIFICANT POPULAR SUPPORT FOR VC. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 
SMALLGROUPS UNDOUBTEDLY, IN CITY LIKE HUE, PARTICULARLY 

~~ o "fft1rl't'Gt•1 t,~8" 1 tr~~CL~S ' 
WHO AIDED VC. BUT CO~MUNIST CONCEPTOF ""GENERAL UPRISING" 
FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. HOW MUCHHANOI LEADERSHIP ACTUALLY 
EXPECTEDSUCH RE~CTION ~ARD TO JUDGE, BUT THIS THEY HAVE BEEN 
TELLING WORLD AND OWN PEOPLE. THEREFORE IF THIS THEIR BASIC 
PURPOSE, IT HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED. 

I SAY THIS DESPITE FACT I RECOGNIZEIMPACT THEY HAVE HAD 
WORLDWIDE THEY ARE STILL AND IN VIETNAM. THEY HAVE SHOWN 
CAPABLEAT PRtSENT OF CONSIDERABLE ~HETHERMILITARY CHALLENGE, 
SHORT-LIVEDOR NOT, AND THAT THEIR TROOP DISPLAY AND TACTICAL 
ABILITY· IS STILL VERY GOOD. THIS, OF bOURSE, HAS 3EEN DEMON­
STRATEDAT A CONSIDERA3LE ACTUALPRICE. WHATEVER FIGURES THEIR 
CASUALTIESARE, THEY HAVE SUFFERED LOSSES, SOMEWHERE· TREMENDOUS 
OVER. 12,000 KILLED THUS FAR. THIS FIGURE VERY LIXELY TO 
INCREASEMORE. IT IS LIKELY MANY OF CASUALTIES ARE A~ONG 
BEST TRAINED AND MOST EFFECTIVE SOLDIERS. THEY FOUGHT WELL 
AND IT WOULDBE LOGICAL THEY WOULD PICK MOST EFFECTIVE UNITS 
FOR TASK OF "LIBERATION." ~E KNOWA ~U~BER OF THEIR 
BATTALIONSFR01 SUCH PLACES AS LONG AN ARE AMONG MOST SEASONED. 
LOSS OF THIS TYPE PERSONNEL CANNOTBE MAD~ UP QUICKLY THROUGH 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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RECRUITMENTOR EVEN THROUGH INFILTRATION. 

' SO IN ADDITION TO LOSING IN NUMBERS,THEY HAVE.LOST IN 
MILITARY QUALITY. CERTAINLY, THEY HAVE NOT ACHIEVED ANY SORT 
OF MILITARY OBJECTIVE. THEY H.~VE CREATED HAVOCAND DISRUPTION, 
BUT HAVE BEEN UNABLE HOLD SINGLE .OBJECTIVE OF MILITARY 

.IMPORTANCE.ALSO, THEY'ARE BEING P~SHED our OF FEW AREAS 
'THEY ST ILL OCCUPY. .,v tV . . • . 

'r().,t \ 
I DO NOT MEAN TO IMPLY ~C WILL HAVE COLLAPSED MILITARILY 
BECAUSEOF THESE LOSSES. IN FACT, OUR MILITARY FEEL THAT THEY 
HAVE CAPACITY FOR A SECOND WAVEOF ATTACKS ON SELECTED TP.RGETS ~ 
SUCH AS SAIGON. FOR INSTANC2, THEY HAVE ELEMENTS OF THR=E (/ • 
DIVISIONS: THE 7TH NORTH VIETNAMESEAND 5TH AND 9TH VC THAT ~ 
THEY COULD USE IN SECONDEFFORT AT SAIGON. GENERAL WESTMORELAND I 
ESTIMATESTHAT THEY HAVE .PROBABLY COMMITTtDONLY ABOUT ~ u1P 
35, 00!J MEN TO FIRST WAVEOF ATTACKS. IN ADDITIONTO SECOND ./\.r-l)'' 
WAVEPOSSIBILITY, THEY ALSO HAVE MILITARY RESOURCES, LARGELYNVA, 
TO UNDERTAKE MAJOR EFFORT AT KHE SANH AND IN DMZ AREA. OUR 
MILITA,PEOPLE FULLY AWARE THESE POSSIBILITIES, ARE PREPARED 

P""'~~~E·tta:J 1 Y€i98;' 1 U'~ 
FOR THEM, AND EVEN THOUGH MILITARY CHALLENGE MAY BE CONSIDERABLE, 
THE FIGHTING BITTER, WE BELIEVE WE WILL BE A3LE TO HANDLE ANYTHING 
VC OR NVA CAN THROW AT US IN THIS SITUATION.THUS, I WOULD 
THINK BOTH POLITICAL AND MILITARY OBJECTIVES OF VC WILL 
ESSENTIALLYFAIL, ALTHOUGHI HASTENTO ADD AGAIN THAT THEY 
HAVE CERTAINLYrrt~DE SO!JE IMtiJED!ATE IM?ACT AND· OBVIOUSLY HAVE 
CREATED.PROBLEMS. , 

TURNINGTO MORE IMMEDIATE PROBL~MS.WITH CHALLENGE IN 
CITIES ESSENTIALLYRE,'PULSED,'.~E HAVE A NEED FOR VERY ENERGETIC 
EFFORT ON PART GVN, ~ITH OUR ASSISTANCE, TO MEET MULTITUDE 
PROBLEMSSITUATION HAS CREATE~ A~ONG CIVIL POPULATIO~. STRIKING 
IN MIDDLE OF TEI, VC FOUND GVN AT ITS WEAKESTIN TERMS OF 
MOBILIZING RESOURCES. OFFICIALS WERE ON HOLIDAY AND LACK OF 
NEWSPAPERAND OTHER MEANS MADECOMMUNICATION M03ILIZING GOVERNMENT 
AND PEOPLE DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, PRESIDENT THIEU AND VICE 
PRESIDENT AND PRIME MINISTER HAVE BEEN ACTIVE ALL THROU3H 
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PERio·n.. I HAV~ BE.SN IN CONSTANTTOUCH\:!ITH THEM AND GENERAL 
T.,.1ESTMORELAND UITH THE IR -~\C-;:'LsEEN WORKING CLOSELY MILIT ARY. 
FACT THAT VIETNAMESE MIGHT BE LESS AGGRESSIVE IN·TERMS 

jliM~~~~~---~~~~~~ 

THEIR PUBLIC VISIBILITY WITH WESTERN CORRESPONDENTSTHAN WE 
ARE SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETEDTO MEAN THEY HAVS BEEN STANDING 
STILL. PRESIDENT THIEU HELD NUMBER MEETINGSWITH CABINET AND 

,LEADING ADVISORS AND WE HAVE ALSO HAD JOINT MEETING OF SENIOR 
OFFICERS. THEY HAVE ALREADY I~ITIATED SOME EMERGENCY STEPS, 
SUCH AS PROVISION OF FOOD IN MANYPARTS OF CITY TODAY, AND THERE 
IS MORE IN OFFING. THEY ARE PUTTING INTO EFFECT EMERGENCY 
PLANS FOR MOBILIZING THEIR RESOURCES TO MEET ~ROBLEMS of FOOD, 
PUBLICSERVICES, RECONSTRUCTION OF DEVASTU:.~l-·ARE:AS, ETC. 
WE WILL PROVIDE THE~ WITH EVERY ASSISTANCE WITHI~ OUR MEANS. 

GENERALWESTMORELAND AREAS ARVN PERFORMED SAYS IN MANY 
EXCEEDINGLYWELL AND I A~ HOPEFUL CIVIL SIJE OF GVNSHOWSPARALLEL 
CAPABILITY IN DAYS IYiMEDIATELY AHEAD. 
BUNKER 
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UNCLASSAIGON 17608 SECTION 2 OF 2 

TH£RE IS NO ~PAST FEW DAYS CREATED PROBLEMS AND WILL 
TAX OUR ABILITIES TO UTMOST, BUT I AM HEARTENED BY FACT VIET­
NAMESEPEOPLE HAVE PASSED THE TEST BY PROVIDING NEGATIVE 
ANSWERS.TO VC UPRISING. :VHATEVER APPEAL FOR GENERAL ~!ILITARY 
CHALLENGEIS AHEAD, I THINK WE CAN FIND SOME STRENGTH IN 
ANSWERSVIETNAMESEHAVE GIVEN. AND, THEREFORE, WE CAN FIND AN 
OPPORTUNITYAHEADTO MEET THESE PROBLEMS AND TO FORGE A 
BETTER SENSE OF NATIONAL PURPOSE. I SEE THUS A CHALLENGE) 

-TO us AND ~N OPPO~TUNITY TO TURN THESE EVENTS TO THE LON1RAN3E. 
DISADVANTAuEOF THS VC. • 

~-a: ! RJEHS'Pl , J'13P%!4nfuafs-
FOLLOWING POINTS WERE MAD~ DURING QUESTION AND ANSWER PORTION 
(SELECTED QUESTIONS ARZ INCLUDED): 

tN THE FIGHTING, THE ALLIES LOST 983 KILLE~, OF WHICH 
Jgl WERE.AMERICANS,361 ARVN AND 4 FREE WORLD. • 

PRES_!DENT THIEU MET WITH HI+ECURITY COUNCIL !!ND HAS 
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CAL.LEDIN THE ·sEN~,rE AND HOUSE FOR CONSULTATIONS. HE IS TRYING 
TO DRAW EVERYBODY IN COUNTRYINTO SITUATION EVERYWHERE 
IN AN APPEAL TO THE NATIONAL INTEREST. MISSION HAS ALSO MET 
WITH LEADERS, AND HAS FOUND FAVORABLESUPPORT TO GOVERNMENT'S 
APPEAL. 

IN RESPONSETO A QUESTION OF WHO WAS OFFER.ING SUPPORT TO SUCH 
APPEALS, AMBASSADOR REPLIED GOOD RESPONSE WAS COMING FROM 
OPPOSITION PEOPLE IN LOWERHOUSE AND SENATE AND FROM OTHER 
WALKSOF LIFE. 

WE DO NOT YET HAVE RESPONSIBLE FIGURES ON NUMBER OF CIVILIAN 
CASUALTIES. 

Q. HOWCAN THE MILITARY ACTION BE TURNED TO THE GOVERNMENT'S 

FAeI: 3":R~e r~ 1z;-z.s.es~ 
ADVANTAGE?A. THE ATTACKS WERE.MADEDURING THE TET TRUCE 
PERIOD, ON A NATIONAL AND TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY. IT HAS CREATED 
A SENSE OF OUTRAGE AMONGTHE PEOPLE. IF THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT 
ACT~ QUICKLY AND USES THE OPPORTUNITY TO UNIFY THE PEOPLE, IT 
SEEMS THIS CAN BE TURNED TO A VERY GOOD ADVANTAGE. 

Q. IN THE PAST THE U.S. AND GVN HAVE SAID SECURITY WAS THE KEY 
FOR SUCCESS IN PACIFICATION, THEN HOW CAN THESE ATTACKS BE 
ADVANTAGEOUSTO THE GVN? A. I THINK THE ATJACKS WILL SLOW 
DO\.iJNTHE PROGRESS IN THE PROGRMl. BUT, BY THE SAI~E TOKEN 
I THIN~ MORE STRINGENT MEASURESCAN BE TAKEN IN GETTING MORE 

·PARTICIPATION IN THE PROGRAM. 

Q. WHATPLANS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR BETTER SECURITY? A. MORE 
STRINGENTMEASURESWILL BE TAKEN TO PROVIDE BETTER SECURITY, 
THE OFFENSIVE CA~E AT A TIME WHEN THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT 
WAS LEAST PREPARED FOR IT. WILL BE INCREASINGTHE GOVERN~ENT 
ITS FORCESI.'1 NE~1 MOBILIZATION MEASURES. IT ·wILL HAVE 65,000 
MORE TROOPS BY THE END OF THIS YEAR. THIS IS A VERY SUBSTANTIAL 
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FORCE FOR A COUNTRY OF THIS SIZE. 

~. HAS A LESSON BEEN LEARNED CANNOTTHAT THE GOVERNMENT 
TAKE ~OLIDAYS, EVEN AJ IET? A. I THINK SO. 

Q. CAN YOU GIVE US SO~E IDEA OF THE PLANS FOR SAIGON INTHE 
COMINGWEEK? A. GOVERN~ENT TO WORK PEOPLE WILL RETURN ~ONDAY. 
THERE ARE STILL VC IN THE CITY, PARTICULARLYIN THE 7TH AND 
8 TH DISTRICTS ~HICH WILL TAKE UNTIL MONDAY OR TUESDAY TO CLEAN 
our. THE POLICE ARE GETTING TELEPHONE CALLS FROM THE POPULACE 
TELLING THEM WHERE THE VC ARE LOCATED. 

Q. WHATARE THE CHANCES FOR NEGOTIATION NOW? WHAT vcuLD 
BE THE SITUATION FOR TALKS IF WE HAD AGREED TO A BOMBING 
PAUSE A M6NTH AGO? A. OF THE TRUCE IF THEY H~DN'T TAKiN ADVANTAGE 
THERE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN AN ATTACK. 

Q.,IF YOU WERE ASKED TWO WEEKS AGO WHETHER THESE ATTACKS. 
BY THE VC WERE POSSIBLE, WHAT t;JOULD.YOU HAVE SAID? A. THAT IS 

R-~~~-~tfNCE~ 
A HARD QUESTION. I THINK I WOULDHAVE SAID IT WAS OBVIOUS 
T_HATTHEY. HAD THE CAPABILITY. 

Q. IF A SECONDWAVEOF ATTACKS COMES, WOULD IT BE IN AS MA~Y 
PLACES AND ON THE SAME SCALE?~. NO. NO, IT WOULDNOT BE IN 
AS MANY.PLACES OR WITH.THE SAME STRENGTH. 

Q. DO YOU SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH HANOI? 

A. IT IS NOT UP TO ME TO SAY. I'VE NEVERSEEN ANY INDICATION 
THAT HANOI IS INTERESTEDIN NEGOTIATIONSEXCEPT ON THE BASIS 
OF THEI~ OWN FOUR POINTS. AS FOR THE IMMEDIATE POSITION 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNA~: THERE MIGHT BE A HARDENING ON ITS 
PART BECAUSE OF THE ATTACKS-THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF HANOI WAS 
TO TRY TO TAKE OVER IN THE SOUTH. 

Q. CAN~~ USE THE BASIS OF. THESE ATTACKS NOW TO SAY TO 
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GENERALVI~H HE MUST CHANGE ANDHIS MILITARY ORGANIZATION ••• ? 

A. ARVN HAS HAD THE BRUNT OF THESE ATTACKS, .l\ND H.!\S·_PERFORMEDWELL. 

P~-8~EHB+J 17:S-@~r:et:A S 
ON ANOTHER QUESTION IMPLYING THE WEAKNESS OF THE GVN AND 
MILITARY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT SUCCESS THE ATTACKS HAD,· 
THE AMBASSADOR REPLIED THE ATTACKS WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL, THE 
GVN AND MILITARY HAD RECOVERED FROM THE ONSLAUGHT, ijERE THRO~ING 
THE ENEJ1Y OUT Ar~D CAUSINS HEAVY C.4SUALTIES. 

ON ANOTHER QUESfION IMPLYING THE ATTACKS MEANA FAILURE 
OF THE OVERALL EFFORT HERE, HE SAID: I DON•T THINK BECAUSE 
YbU HAVE HAD THIS KIND OF AN ATTACK THE SITUATION IS A FAILURE. 
WE HAVE HA9 SETBACKS BEFORE.EV2N IN WOULDWARII, THERE 
WAS THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. I SAID WHEN I WAS IN WASHINGTON 
THE LAST TIMS:: "S°TEADY BUT NOT SPECTACULAR WAS BEI\JG PROGRESS 
MADE." THIS HAS BEEN A SUBSTANTIALMILITARY D~FEAT OF THE VC, 
BUT IT.HAS CREATED SOME DIFFICULTIES, SO~E SETBACKS, OF COURSE. 

/ BUNKER 
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Monday, Feb. 5, 1968 
lZ:20 p. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

I have gone over Harry 1\kPhe:rson•a latest draft which looks to me 
basically good. 

I shall put forward to him certain minor specific suggestions. 

My major suggestion is that it requires -- perhaps just before the last 
paragraph on page 22. -- a passage like the following: 

11In the end. the Communists' attacks a1·e aimed against two politk?.1 targets: 

- - the political ·ute of South Viet Nam; 
-- the political life of the United States. 

As for the South Vietnamese, the reports that I have been receiving 
are encouraging. The military and civilian leadership understand that 
this ia a moment of cpportunity, as well as crisis. The new Constitutional 
institutions of the country must be mnde to work on the basis of efficiency 
and national unity. Coordinated efforts are now under way of,,a. kind we 
have not before seen in Saigon, to :re-establish normal life and security 
in the cities, the towns, and the cou!ltryside. There is a chance that 
South Viet Nam will emerge in the weeks and months ahead 'With stronger 
political institutions and a greater sense o.£nationhood and con.1mon destiny 
than before~ We shall help them to do that in. every way we can; although 
they know tha.t it is basically a job they must do for themselves. 

The second target is the political life in the United States. They ,;Jant 
us to believe that the struggle against them is hopeless: that we should 
settle not for self-determination and one-man, one-vote, but for 
turning power over to the~. n 

With minor chantes, the text would then proceed uresponding to that pressure, 
etc. " 

VI. W. Rosto\V 

cc: Harry McPherson 

( ~~~~, ) 
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USIA FOR !BS, IPS. 

FOLLOWINGIS J.EXI OF STATEMENT BY AMBAS~A~OFL_BUNKER MADE ON 
ARMED FORCES RADIO AFTERNOONFEB. 9 ADDRESSED TO Ar1ERICAN ~ 
COMMUNITYIN VIET-NAM: 
BEGIN TEXT IN THEAFTERMATH OF THE TET HOLIDAY ATTACKSBY 
NORTHVIETNAMESEAND VIET CONG FORCES U?ON MAJOR POPULATION 
CENTERS I~ SOUTH VIETNAM, I WOULDLIKE TO TAKE A FEW MINUTES 
TO ADDRESS THE AMERICAN IN SOUTH AND TO COMMUNITY VIETNAM 
REPORT TO YOU ON THE CURRENT SITUATION IN THE REPU3LIC. 
I ALSO WANT TO RELATE TO YOU THE SU3STANTIAL PROGRESSWHICH 
IS BEING MADE BY THE GOVERNMENT INOF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

PAGE 2 RUEHGN 18716 UNCLAS 
ITS EFFORTS TO RESTORE PUBLIC SERVICES AND PROVIDE ·RELIEF AND 
SECURITYFOR THE CIVILIAN POPULATION WHICH BORE THE BRUNT OF 
THE TERRORISTS' ATTACKS. 

AT THE OUTSET, LET ME REPEAT TO THE ENTIRE A~ERICAN COMMUNITY--
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PAGE 02 SAIGON 01871 091325Z 

MILITARYAND CIVILIAN--WHAT I HAVE ALREADY SAID TO THE STAFF 
. OF THE U.S. MISSION IN VIETNAM. I DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE 

OUTSTANDING OF AMERICANS PERFORMANCE ALL OVER THE REPUBLIC 
• DURING THESE PAST ELEVEN DIFFICULTDAYS. IN EXTREMELY 

TASKS RANGING FROM THE DEFENSE OF YOUR OWN LIVES AND HOMES 
TO THE CARE AND SHELTER OF VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN VICTIMS OF 
VIET CONG TERROR, AND.OFTEN IN EXCEEDINGLY CIRCUM­DANGEROUS 
STANCES, AMERICAN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PERSONNEL HAVE 
PERFORMED AND DISTINCTION IN THIS TIME OF WITH COURAGE 
CHALLENGE. 

I KNOWMANYOF You-~THROUGH YOURWORKWITH YOUR VIETNAMESE 
MILITARYAND CIVILIAN COUNTERPARTS--ARE AWAREALREADY OF THE 
VIGOROUSRESPONSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF OF THE GOVERNMENT 

PAGE3 RUEHGN18716 UNCLAS 
VIETNAMETO THE DESTRUCTIVE.EFFECTS OF THE ATTACKS. THEIR 
PERFORMANCE A POWERFUL IN THESE CRITICAL DAYS HAS OFFERED 
DEMONSTRATION OF ITS LEADERSOF THE COMMITMENT TO THE WELFARE 
OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND NATION AND TO MAINTAINING NATIONAL 
CONFIDENCEIN THE STRUGGLE AGAINSTAGGRESSION. 

. . . 
JOON AFTER THE INITIAL ATTACKS LAST·WEEKTHE GVN LEADERSHIP 
INAUGUR.t\TEDA MASSIVE NATIONWIDE EFFORT TO CARE FOR THOS°E LEFT 
HOMELESSOR INJURED. THIS EFFORT IS CONTINUING,SUPPORTEDBY 
FREE WORLD AID EFFORTS. AT THE SAME TIME, MILITARY FORCES 
WERE MOVING RAPIDLY TO ELIMINATE THE THREAT POSED BY THE VIET 
CONG PRESENCE IN MAJOR CITIES AND TOWNS. AT THE DIRECTION OF 
PRESIDENT THIEU, A SPECIAL CABINET-LEVEL NATIONALRECOVERY 
CO~MITTEEHEADED3Y VICE PRESIDENT KX HAS BEEN ESTA3LISHED 
AND IS WORKINGACTIVELY RELIEF AND RECOVERY· TO COORDINATE 
PROGRA!tISAT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENTTHROUGHOUTTHECOUNTRY. 
THIS COMMITTEE IS-RECEIVING FULL SUPPORT FROMAND COOPERATION 
ALL U.S. AGENCIESAND PERSONNEL IN VIETNAM. I HAVE KEPT 
IN CLOSE COMMUNICATION THIEU AND THE OTHER WITH PRESIDENT 
LEADERSOF THE GOVERNMENT. HAVEI ASSURED THEM THAT WE STAND 
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~GE 4 RUEHGN18716 UNCLAS . 
WILLING TO UNDERTAKE EFFORTS WHICH MAY PROVE ANY ADDITIONAL 
NECESSARYIN THE TASKS OF RELIEF AND RECOVERY. 

I KNOWEACH OF YOU, AS A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
IN VIETNAM, STANDS READYTO DO THE SAME.·MANY PROBLEMS 
REMAIN~WE ARE ENTERING A TIME OF TESTING IN WHICH PUBLIC 
ATTITUDESTOWARDBOTH THE GVN AND THE U.S. WILL BE SIGNIFICANTLY 
INFLUENCEDBY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF OUR JOINT RESPONSE TO THE 
GREAT NEEDS OF THE VICTIMS OF AGGRESSION. ALREADYTHERE HAVE 
BEEN HEARTENING SIGNS OF A NATIONAL VIETNAMESKRESPONSEIN 
SUPPORTOF THE GOVERNMENT•s THAT WE AMERICANS EFFORTS. I KNOW 
IN VIETNAM WILLD6 THE SAME. I WOULDASK THREE THINGS OF 
EACH OF YOU IN THIS CRITICAL TIME: THAT YOU KEEP WORKING TO THE 
BEST OF YOUR ABILITY; THAT YOU GIVE NO CREDENCE TO UNCONFIRMED 
RUMORSWHICHARE SO ~!DESPREAD THESE DAYS; AND THAT YOU. MAKE 
EVERY POFSIBLE EFFORT TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE VIETNAMESE 
IN ~HEIR OWN EFFORTS TO RESTORE NORMALNATIONALLIFE. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESEAND THE VIET CONG HAVE 
SUFFEREDA MAJOR SETBACK IN THEIR MILITARY CAMPAIGN AGAINST 

~GE 5 RUEHGN18716 UNCLAF 
~ VIETNAMESEAND ALLIED FORCES. SINCE.THE ATTACKS-BEGAN, 

THEIR LOSSES HAVE NUMBERED THOUSAND.OVER TWENTY-FIVE 
THESE HAVE INCLUDtD MANY OF THEIR BEST CADRE. IN ADDITION, 
ANY EXPECTATIONS THEY HAD FOR A GENERAL UPRISING IN SUPPORTOF 
THEIR ATTACKS DID NOT MATERIALIZE. INSTEAD, MUCH OF THE 
POPULATIONTHROUGHOUT COOPERATED EVER IT COULDVIETNAM WHERE 
IN LOCATINGAND ELIMINATING THE VIET CONG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE 
AGGRESSORS.THE RUTHLESNESS AND DESTRUCTION OF THEIR ATTACKS 
SHOULDBRING HOME EVEN MORE FORCEFULLYTO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH 
VIETNAMTHE STRATEGX AND GOALS 0~ HANOI AND THE VIET CONG. 

'\ 

LET ME REPEAT:-WE STILL FACE DIFFICULTIES AND CHALLENGES. 
THERE WILL BE A PERIOD OF CONTINUING INCONVENIENCEFOR ALL OF US 

. IN VIETNAM, AND THE SECURITY SITUATION WILL REMAIN .OF CONCERN 
• I-KNOW THAT THE VIETNA~ESE FORCES AND OUR OWN HAVE THE SITUATION 
WELL IN HAND. I KNOWALSO THAT THE OUTSTANDING ANDPERFORMANCE 
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--LF-CONTROLWHICH YOU HAVE DISPLAYEDDURING THIS DEMANDING 
PERIOD WILL CO~TINUE TO INSPI~E YOUR FELLOW AMERICANSAT HOME, 

AS IT HAS ME. EACH OF YOU HAS MY BEST WISHES AND MY GRATEFUL 
THANKSFOR ALL. THAT YOU HAV~ DONE. END TEXT. 
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Wha.t actions we took: 102 o! 106 bat-talions by Christmas; warnlng 
alllca (Canberra); reject enemy 7-day truce and cancelled I Corps 
truce; U.S. forces on. full alert. 

Nevertheless, by secrecy and viola.ting Tct. bnportant tactical 
surprise was achieved ln t.he cltles. l 

z. ~esults thus !ar. 

Positive: ~he people dld not revolt; 
-- cities and to\vns held by the government; 

ARVN fought well; 
Government united and worked well with people on relief; 
very heavy enemy casttalties Inflicted and weapons lost 
by enemy. :·'·Two figures wholly consistent. :\lao m.any. 
prlsonet"s taken. 

Negative: troopS concentrated on c lty protection; 
clvllian casualti~.s, destiuction, and refugee. (Appeal 
for private reliel aid?) 

severe ARYN and U.S. casualties, although better than 10/1; 
some temporary disruption o! paclticatlon; 

-- D:MZ-Khe Sanh battle still to be fought. 

3. Where ar~? 

We '1re in the midst o! a great battle, perhaps the climactic battle 
o! the Vietnamese war. We· .:~.merlca.ns have been there before: from 
Sarato3a to Gettysburg; irom the Battle o! the Bulge to the Communist 
offensives 1n Korea. in April and May 1951. We keep our heads; we put the 
handwrlAger:; aside; and get on with the busllless. 

\\•ork with_ the Vietnamese to expand and modernize their fore.es? 

Work with the Vietnamese in relic! and recovery oI the cities ar..d 
towna? • 



-2-

-- Move rapidly to tbe SZ5, 000 n1en we planned. 

•.. Make sure We sty and our n1en go lnt o the battles ahead with 
everything they need at hand and a u.nited America back home. 

0£ cour.se, we want peace. Hanoi knowe the kind of peace we want 
and are prepared to- negotiate. But we shall make sure that, having £ailed 
in his ruthless and brutal a.sea.ult on the life of the cltlea and towns, the 
enemy does not achieve by diplomacy and political pressure and so!t 
heacr-s!neos what he ~Ued to achieve ln the Tet attacks. We shall not 
abandon the people who voted for a Constitution, who voted £or President 
and Vice President, who voted £or a Senate and a Lower Houec, v,ho turned 
their backs on ·the Communists when they appealed for an uprising. 

When the other side is ready to talk about ~ace, we ehall be ready. 
But we have had enough o! phoney peace feelers and chicanery. It ni.ust be 
the real thing. 

I,... -- l -
I 



Answe::-: 

Que~tio.,).: The:;;e are 

Answer: 

r 
.;:, 

THfS rs NOT A VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT.~....................... 
t 

..· .r· 
. .. 

..,.,, This is a auml'nary of the que ations and answoro of Assistant Secretary ot 
Dei'ense Phil G. Gouldit1g•s rneeting with newsmen in connection with the 
deployment 0£ additional t,:oops ta Vietna~, at 12: 15 p. rn., February lSJ 1968. 
This _ia not a verbatim trana~ri.pt and should not be used aa such, 

. ,. 
Mr. Ooulding: We hav~ gotten several queries this morning on units 

already eitbei• alerted £or 1nov~1nent o,: ordered to raove to Vietnam, and 
C •... a a 

\ • therefore, I can say this: 111 compliance with Oene ral Westmoreland' e 
) . . 
; • 

• • request, w~ are a"ployln.g approxbna.tely l O, 50~ additional troops to 

•South Vletnam. 

Qu.eation: I6 thio in additlon to the 525, 000? 
.. 

Ans wet: Thi.s irJ in addition to the· 500,000 that ·a.l:e the.-e now, 

· Question:· Does this raise the ceiling? 

Answer: It 4oeo not raise the ceUinz a.bov.s the 52,5, 000 •. Thia deployment 

!!· ·• iD withi~l tho 52.S, 000 ~uthorizatio~,
I • • . 

. : l • 
. 

. . Question~· It would have bee1\ deployed anyway?
·: .. 

. . 
Answei·: I didn't _say these units would have been deployed anyway~ l>ut 

. ; 
, : • _.thedeploy-lnent o! theae units is within the 525, 000, 

Qu.estion; ·Vlhy did Oeneral yreatmoreland. request these? When? 

Wnen -- within the last £ew ~ays and why •· for· insurance purposes. 

gx-ound units? Oround combat units? Army or •. 

_.... 

·I cannot identify b·y Se:vice or by u11it deeignation any 0£ them 
. . 

u~til thoy clo3e ·in Vietnan-:., 'I'~sy w~U. be identified acco~din.g to the norma.t 

•· 
..,,.......... -· ............... ___________,__ _______ ,__ 

... ,.._ -- ···..· ..... .. - ·--- - ~---............. ..--~~- - _ ___ 
....... • : • - 'f 
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Quest;on:, Are they going by air?. ... .. 
Ar,.swer; I! we· get into ~hei..-e they ~re coming from, we get into possible ~ 

identification, 

Q\lestion: Are we talking a.bout troops !rorn NATO? 

Answel:: "-!{eare not- talking a.bout any puU out f't'om NATO • . .... . 
..• .: 

Question; (Qa.~ble) 
.f 
l Answer: I am not going to discuaa deployment times. When they close 

in. Vietnam, they will be announced, 
C • 
I•' • 

Question: Aro we talking about something very iOOn'l. . . . 
t. • .: . 

Qu.est~on; They have gone 9:ll"eady? 

· Questiont 'l'his indicates a change 0£ planning, Could you explain why 

diffe;:ent· tyfeG of units a.re goi_ng than ha.ye been· explained earlier? 

Answer: I would rather 1iot a_dd to a11ything I ha.ve said on that. It ia 

very ·impoi-tant to keep tha 525,000 in. propGr ·perapective. Ther6 ha.s ~een. 
. no authorization to send more than 525,000 men to South Vietnarn,, •• 

Question; Are there other units that have been scheduled to go?.: 

Answer: (Continuing)_ Above and beyond that, evalua.tiona will h~ve to be 

ma.de. 

••Question: This iG not routine? 

Answer: I am not going to characterize it. 

Queation; (Oarble) {Do you.plan to ca.11 reserves?) 

.·Aiiawer: No decision has been ma.de to do so. 

Quoetiom· Witho\':.t ~evealinz the typo o! unit, ia ~t an integrai unit.? 

- --• - 7"" • • -•---• •"•; ,. ,. • ._. __ .,_ • --• .- • •- •~ • •• .. ---- •-~-- ••--• - -•- ...•n •-• •-• •• -•• ••• "\ •- .. , •, ~--•.,.•-. •-• w•- • •----•-•-- •------ • • -••• • 4" 
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An&wer: I 1m not gohig to identify the uni.to any iurther. When they cloae 

iu Vietnam, they will be. announced and identl!led. The oe are active unlts, • .. . 
l • 

.. not· reserve units. • 
! • 

Question: Has the 82nd airbor1ie- been alei·ted £or deployment? •• j 

Answot: "In compliance with Oeuei•al West:moreland 1B requeat, we are 

• deploying 10,5100 additional troops to Sou.th. Vietnam,., I am not going to 

identity any 0£ theao u1\i.to, 

Question: Did he rcqueat ovor 525, 000? 

. _·AnsVfer: He ha.a not, I won't go 1nto deta_ila of the request, But the 

requea t he ma.de is bci. ng filled. 

Question: Is this a unit? 

Answer: I ain not going to break it dowt1.. 

Question: Does this po1•tend a reserve call up? 
. . 

Anawer: No deciaion has been made. 

Question: Latest figure in Vietnam? 

Answer: It is .SOOi 000 • 

• . Question: Hao_ this rn o~ement already begun? 

Answer: No comment. 

Ouestiom b thh ~ a peed up of movement oi troops? 

Answ~r: Yea, it is a apead up.. I don't wa.nt to 1ea.ve an erroneoue 

!:mpre a sion about that. 

Theile units that had been ea.rmarked for Southeast Asia. for· 
. . ·• 

Vie\r.a.m, are they otiU_goinz t~ go? 

..,.. ........ ......,.., .. _ ... - .. ~.,,. ~,. ., --. I -

·------- ....... ~--, ...... _____________ _..,.._ .. -..-¥•-· ................ . 

·.-..........-. ··---· ··- .. ·-. ·-· - -· .. -.... 
.. 
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Answer: The full evaluation haa not yet be~n ma.de, ~nd whether they 
.... 

wi.U eve-r be above szs~000 ha.a yet to be eva.1\,ated, These units are within 
•.. 
. · the 525_, 000, 

single man~ 

that total. 

Question: 

•and sup~ort? 

. Answer: 

Quc£tion: 

Answet•: 

Quoetion: 

Answer: 

Absolutely no de~ision has been made to i·aise 525, 000 by a. 
Those are all that ate authorized to.go. Thes o units are within 

Theao a~e all grou.~d combat units? Do they i1"£oludelogistic 

• 

They al:'e basically combat untts • 

A1·e these ma.neuver battalions? 

I wori.1t identify them~ 

Insurance against what? 

Ener...1ythreat. 

Qu.esti.011: Papers did refer to a. second cycle of c.tta.cks, could we aasun1e • •• ? 

. .Answer: I 1D1 not going to discusa deplo}'l'nenta that. Ceneral WeQtmoreland 
•. . . 

. . '. 

is going to mako of these troops • 

Question: The cchedulo 0£ additiona.l 25, 000 ... wl\en were they called to 

be there? 
J 
1 Answe~: The present schedule ca.Us for 518., 000 by June 30 and the• 

-~-.=.additional 7,000 into the next £is cal year, I'm not au-re hqw ma.ny months 

I •into the ne~ !iecal year. • • ·' 
' i 

I. Que ~tioni Wi~l frJ.s action change that tLn1e table? 

t·: 
szs, ooo. 

• ... ♦ - • -- - •. ~--.- ~ --· - ..... - ~ - - -, .-- ... - - - • •• • --- .... ---------,--· -:- .. 
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Queotion: Will a lot or guys be sent ba.ck £or ae_cond tour;;? 

Within the number are son"'e that would be going back before 

the 2_4-n:ionth non•retut·nee policy. 

Question: They aren•t_going to haviJ time to cull out a lot o£ these people? 

I don't want to say tha.t, 

Questiom What is the purpose, magnitude 0£ this? ,vhat proportion . 
of these ·will be going ba.ck? 

Anewer: I ha.ve no notlon at this thne. 

·Ou.estlon: Can yoa aay if th~y are Army and l'1arines? ' 

Quo stion: What is the source? 

Answel-': Any way you want it. 

' 
•-' 



MEMORANDUM 

INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON w1 
1/ 

Thursday, February 15, 1968 .. 
3:45 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THRU: George Christian {r, 

Paul Nitze called me, at the instigation of his Public Affairs people, 
to say that they are beginning to face pres sure on the following 
question: Are any men being sent back to Viet Nam who have been 
there less than two years ago ? 

In fact, some of the men going back have served there more recently. 

He says that if we do not acknowledge that our policy has been 
temporarily modified in some respects, we shall be getting adverse 
press stories. 

I told him to put it in writing, and I would transmit the matter to you, 
since I knew you p.ad strong views on all publicity aspects of these 
troop movements .. 



THE DEPU'TV St::CREiARY OF DEFE:NS~ 
WASHINGTON 2S. O. C. 

F~bruary 15, 1968 

Hon.orable Walt W. Rostow 
Specia.l Assistant to the President 
The White House 
\-Vashington, D .. C. 

Dear Walt: 

Following up on our phon.e conversation., I believe we face a bat·l·age 
o! cl.'iticism ili the pi·ess· ar1d 01, the Hill i£ we do not answer a n.u,·t1ber 
of queries we 11.owha.ve fro:rn both sources concerning deploymen.t 
rnodificat:ior,.s in ou·r Vietnam assigrnnent policies related to the de­
ployment of 101 500 tt·oops. As you k11.ow1 ou1· Public Affairs people 
have been. declining to provide such information, because to do so 
\·vould confirm officially what. is '\.t1idel}r knowl'i. -- namel)' that both 
Arrn.y and Marine Corps units a.re involved. If thei·e a.re overriding 
1·equlrements to mair1tain out· position, we shall certa.in.l~r do so. 

But I suggest that otherwis~ we would be much better off to rnake 
a.va.ilable to newsrnen on a nRespon.se to Qlteries" basis., the following 
informatio1i: 

H\Ve have been asked for the policy 111odifications which apply 
to the deployrr1en.t to S<lUth Vietna1u of approximately 101 500 
additional g1·ound fo1·ces. 

uThese foi·ces ai·e cornposed of both Army and Ma.rine Corps 
personn.el. 

ccThe A rn-1y objc:ctive is to provide 25 months between tours 
in Vietnam or other short tour areas. Individuals who will 
ha.ve 60 days remaining in their terms of se1·vice and who 
m.ay have returned from Vietnam not 1es s than. 60 days a.t the time 
their unit is ready for deployment will deplOJ' with theh· unit in 
this case. 

---·-·--...-------------------·. ·--······--------------

• l 
•· 
i 

https://personn.el
https://nRespon.se


., 

z 
11The Ma.dne ·Corps objective is to p:rovide:: 24· months ~/;..;f, 

• j -~r •·" "•~ 
...... !°.I".;.between assignmen.ts to Viet11a.m~ Ternporarily, and for 

a limited nmnber of u1'lits> this policy ha.s been changed 
reducing the CONUS tom· to 12 n1011ths before re.assignment I;:~Hoverseas. Personn.el with ever foul: n1011ths obligated service (~i~:d1·emaining a1·e eligible for assignment pversGas. 11 
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FOR IMPiEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 17, 19.68 

l 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 
(P~pe Air Force Base, North Carolina 

---' f · ;CL '. ; ,.,o.,i:.,.,=a.,.,...._.· ; C i 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKSOF THE PRESIDENT 
AT 

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA 

AT 5:05 P.M. EST 

General Seitz, General Johnson, General Walt, 
Troopers: 

Wher·ever you are, whf; !:'.ever you go, each of you knows 
that you have with you always the devotion, the concern, the 
prayers of all of those dear to you and to whom you are very 
dear. 

As you depart once again to answer the call from 
afar, I come here today as your President to tell you that on 
your journey the hearts of this Nation and the hopes of men 
in many nations fly ~ith you and will follow with you until 
this duty is .done. 

It is never easy for men to leave. It is never 
easy to ask men to leave home and happiness for duty far, 
far away. 

But the duties of freedom have never been easy. 
For·your Nation, for all of its people, those duties may be­
come more demanding, the trials may become more difficult, 
the tests more challenging, before we or the world shall know, 
again, that peace on this planet is once more secure . 

. In every capital where there was a prospect, in every 
forum where there was a promise, ·your Nation and its leader­
ship has sought peace. 

I 
1. 

I 



L The tkswer of tl ...e enemy in Vietnam has been pillage. • 
. irhe enemy has launched a major counter-offensive against the... 

Government and the people of South Vietnam. He .has marshaled his 
power around·the cities of South Vietnam, in I Corps and else­
where .. 

After 2-1/2 years in which he has seen his grip on the 
people weaken, he has finally decided to try to win now --
this year. His aim is to shake the Government of South Vietnam 
to its foundations, to shake the confidence of the South.Viet­
namese people -- to destroy the will of your people, the 
American people -- to see this stru_ggle through. 

In his first attempt three weeks ago, he failed. 
He did inflict terrible wounds on the people, and he took 
terrible losses himself. He did prove, again, what the world 
has long known -- that terrorists can strike and can kill 
without warning before the forces of order can throw them 
back. 

· And now he has struck again. At this very hour, a 
second wave of terrorists is striking the cities. Our forces 
are ready. I know they will acquit themselves, as they 
always have, however tough the battle becomes, and wherever 

• it comes. 
MORE 
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We long to see this bloodshed come to an end. Month 
after month we sought to find an honorable solution to the 
struggle that has torn Vietnam for 20 years. The enemy's 
answer was clear. It is written in the towns and the cities 
that he struck three weeks ago -- in the homeless thousands 
who fled the scenes of battle -- in the army that he has massed 
in the North near the DMZ. 

And our·answer -- your answer -- must be just as 
clear: Unswerving resolution to resist these ruthless attacks, 
as we have resisted every other. 

Now remembbr this: You, each of you, represent 
America's will -- America's commitment -- in a land where our 
own security, as well as South Vietnam's freedom, is now 
facing a deadly challenge. Men who have never been elected 
to anything are threatening an elected government and the 
painfully achieved institutions of democracy. 

You -- each of you have a great role.to play in \this struggle. I believe -- I know -- that you will serve 
the ·cause of freedom just. as ~our forefathers served it. You 
will serve it with bravery, you will serve it with skill, I 
you will serve it with devotion. f 

We, all America, are proud of you. I came here to 
speak in behalf of all America, and to tell you that you are 
our finest because you are the Airborne. 

(The troops responded with "All the way, sir.") 

God bless you and keep you. 

END (AT 5:13 P.M. EST) 
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH.INGTON 

.SEORE'T 

Saturday, February 17, 1968 

Mr. President: 

Between 0100 this morning and 0100 tomorrow morning, the following 
troop movements by air to Vietna~ are scheduled: 

27t~ Marines, El Toro, California, 12 flights with 648 passengers; 

3d Brigade, 82d Airborne, Fort Bragg, 18 flights, 564 passengers. 

After today's departures, there will still be 1594 Marines still to go 
from the West Coast and 2185 Airborne troops still to go .. 

Therefore, there would seem to be no problem about arranging a 
departing group as a bac~drop for your presence at either place. 

__,,
c;;,d.JRostow 

o C!.A s~rEu 
'tuthoritv. /Mc_.alg .... 't'l-'L-· 

~-;i._,~__ J"oy_ .. _.~.. 1/~lA( 

• f 

' 



MEI\IORANDU!v! INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Saturday, February 17, 1968 -- 10:45 a. mo 

Mr. President: 

In response to your instruction, we have two jobs in hand: 

Bill Jorden is working quietly with Amb. Bui Diem on a speech 
on the "illusions of U.S. critics" of ou_r Vietnam policy. He will have an 
audience of 1500 in the Shoreham. 

Marshall Wright is working on a major speech for the Senate . 

. ()f~ostow 
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• WITHRE1£RENCE TO YOURMESSAGETO GENERALWEST,,ORELANDAND· f!E 

REGARDING PU31.IC APPEARA~~CESAT A?PHO??.IATE Tl:1.ES, i1ARTit~ AJRO~·lSKY, 
ijHQ IS NOU HERE, HAS ASKED ~1E ~ri£T!1ER I VOULD APPEAR ON •,ACE IHE 
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SFiGPiJ1' 
February 23, 1968 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Herewith Amba Bunker briefs Thieu on themes for Face The Nation 

and gets a firm commitment on dates for two new corps commanders 

(March 1) and new province chiefs (April 1). Also, an explanation for 

"protective arrest" of certain political figures. 

DECLASSIFIED 
?-S- 7J'~ 71Sc.. l/-,;.t/-7P~Authority 

RS Date ..3-lf - 7BY-~H--- ' 
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~. I THEN RETURNED TO THE SUBJECT OF THE ARRESTS OF CERTAIN 
POLITICAL FIGURES ~HICH I HAD DISCUSSED WITH HIM THE DAY 
BEFORE(G4::I::Sft~~. THIEU SAID THAT THIS DECISION HAD 
BEEN MADEAT A CABINET MEETINGON FEBRUARY 20 AND EMPHASIZED 
THAT THESE INDIVIDUALS WERE BEING "INVITED" TO THE POLICE 
SPECIAL BRANCH COMPOUND PROTECTIONFOR THEIR OWN AND FOR THE 
SECURITYOF THE NATION. HE REITERATED THAT THE GVN HAD INTELLIGENCE 
THAT THE VC WISHED TO EXPLOIT THESE PERSONS TO PROMOTE "PEACE" 
AND "COALITION GOVERNMENT". BE NEITHER HE SAID THAT THEY WOULD 
ARRESTEDNOR INTERROGATED BE KEPT IN COMFORTABLEAND WOULD 
QUARTERS.HE ADDED THAT A NUMBER OF OTHERS WHOWERE ON THIS 

1 . REPORTEDVIJ:Ef CONG LIST WOULDBE DJV!TED TO COOPERATE UNDER 

PA.G.L3-Rltt~ni ....g..0,2.,.7~J-5 -- 1 n m 1 e= 
SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. 

3. I STRESSEDONCE AGAIN THAT IT WAS VERY IMPORTANT FOR THE 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR AND POLICE AUTHORITIES TO COORDINATE 
CAREFULLYWITH THE DIRECTOR GENERALOF INFORMATIONSINCE THIS 
WHOLEMATTER AN EXTREMELY ABROAD. I OB-MADE BAD IMPRESSION 
SERVED THATIF THE SECURITY OF THE NATION WAS UiFACT INVOLVEDAND 
THE PEOPLE UNDERSTOOD THIS, TH£N THEY ~OULD SUPPORT IT. 

f!EU AGREED AND SAID THAT HE WOULD SEE THAT THIS WAS PROPERLY 
nANDLED. 

4. WE DISCUSSED AGAIN THE SWITCH IN CONTROLOF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER, AND THIEU REITE-
RATED THAT THIS HAD BEEN FULLY AGREED AMONGKY, LOC, AND HIMSELF. 
IN ADDITION TO THE REGULAR MORNINGMEETINGS, UNDER • 
TH!£(;>~ THEIU SAID THAT HE PLANNED TO MEET AT LEAST TWICE A WEEK 
WITH HEM IN HIS OWN SITUATION ROOMIN ORDERTO KEEP IN TOUCH 
WITH THE PROGRESS BEING MADE. KY ALSO WOULD KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH 
WITH THE WORK OF THE COM~ITTEE. HE ADDED THAT WITH RESPECT TO 

~ "MY E RLIER SUGGESTION THAT THERE BE A BAN PLACED ON PRIVATE 
. LUXU Y CONSTRUCTION, HE EXPECTED TO TAKE ACTION SHORTLY TO 

JtnE m INIS ,ea 
P~4"-fH::H4-tJ IR %-2-f 0 i E as~f 

ii6ii4iT -
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·plACE SUCH A BAN IN EFFECT FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHT MONTHS TO 
YEAR. 

5. THIEU THEN DESCRIBED SOME OTHER ACTIONS WHICH HE IS TAKING 
TO MOVE PRIORITY MATTERS ALONGe HE SAID THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
REORGANIZATION INCLUDING IN CONTROLOF THE GOVERNMENT, THE CHANGE 
MACHINERYFOR PROVINCE CHIEFS, WOULDTAKE EFFECT ON MARCH 1. HE 
ADDEDTHAT HE WILL SIGN THE •• .-. 

· REORGANIZATION PRINCIPLES,DECREE, WHICH SETS FORTH THE GENERAL 
THIS WEEK. THE PRIME MINISTER AND INTERIOR MINISTER WILL SUB-
SEQUENTLYISSUE I~PLE~ENTINS DECREES EXPLAINING IN DETAIL HOW THIS 
·NEWADMINISTRATIVEARRANGEMENT ONE-MONTHWILL FUNCTION. AFTER A 
TRIAL PERIOD, A SEMINARWOULDBE HELD TO REVIEW THE OPERATIONS 
AND DETERMINE WHETHER HAD WORKED THE REORGANIZATION EFFECTIVE­
LY, AND WHETHER CHANGESWERE NEEDED. 

6. THIEU REMARKED FOR PROVINCE THAT THE NEW TRAINI~G COURSE CHIEFS 
WOULDBEGIN AT THE SAME TIME, NAMELYMARCH1. DURING THE PERIOD 
MARCH1 TO APRIL 1 THE PRESENT PROVINCE CHEIFS WOULD 
CONTINUEIN OFFICE ALTHOUGH OPERATINGUNDERTHE REORGANIZED 

P..AG-~ ~02-1-0-r· -- & 1¥ S r--
' ADMIN I STRAT IVE ARRANGE~ENTS. CERTAI~ PROVINCE CHIEFS WOULD 

Tl-{EN BE CHANGEDON APRIL 1 WHEN THE TRAINING COURSC: HAS • 
. NISHED. HE ALSO SAID HE PLANNED TO MAKE THE CHANGE IN II AND 

IV CORPS COMMANDERS ON MARCH !. SENDING GENERAL LAN TO II CORPS 
AND GENERAL THANGTO IV CORPS. WITH RESPECT TO THE DRAFT OF THE 
YOUNGERAGE CLASSES, THE CALL-UP OF 19-YEAR OLDS WOULD NOWBEGIN 
MARCH1 AND CARRY THROUGHAPRIL 50; THE 18-YEAR OLDS WOULD BE 
CALLEDUP BETWEEN MAY1 AND JUNE 30. IN REPLY TO MY QUERY, HE 
SAID THIS SPEED-UP IN DRAFT WAS PUBLIC KNO~LEDGE. 
w.+-~ 
~ IXBiS-==SEGRE{ :.:: 



i ' 

7£ 
CBS 1\1"2\,TS 

2 02 0 lv1 Street , N . W • 

Washing~on, D. C. 20036 

/ 
as broadcast over the 

CBS Television Network 

and the 

CBS Radio Network 

Sunday, February 2 5, 1968 - 12 :3 0-1: 00 PM ESrr 

GUEST: l~GUYEN VAN THIEU 
President of South Vietnam 

• NEWS CORRESPONDSNTS: 

Martin Agronsky 
CBS News 

Robert Sha plen 
New Yorker Magazine 

Robert Schakne 
CBS 1:·Ne·ws 

PRODUCERS: Prentiss Childs and Sylvia Westerman 

PRODUCER-DIREC~OR IN SAIGON: Robert Vitarelli 

N01'E rro EDI'l~ORS: rrhis broadcast was video-taped on 
Friday, February 23, in Saigon. 
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ANNOUNCER: The folla.,,ing program was rec orc1ed in Saigon on 

Friday. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President, as you knem, the U.N. Secretary 

General, U Thant, 
. 

has just met ~ith President 
. 

Johnson and said 

he thought that if American bombing of North Vietnam was 

stopped Hanoi would enter peace talks within two weeks.· Are 

you in favor of that? 

PRESlDENr THIEU: I believe that I support what President 

Johnson has declared before, in his so-called San Antonio 

conditions. I believe it could be the minimum for us to have· 

some insura:rce that we could have some fruitful negot~ations. _ 

ANNOUN'CER: From Saigon, South Vietnam, F1'1CE THE NATION, a 

spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview, with the President 

of South-Vietnam, Nguyen Van Thieu. President Thieu will be 

questions by CBS News Correspondent Robert Schakne, Robert 

Shaplen of the New Yorker Magazine, and CBS News Correspondent 

Martin Agronsky . 

MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President, I understand that you stand on 

the -President's San Antonio for:mula, but the question· "that I 

would like you to address yourself to is do you·think the 

bombing of the North should be stopped now, ~s a way to 

initiate paace negotiations, as the U .N. Secretary General 

suggests? 

PRESIDENr THIEU: I don't believe that any cease of bombing in 
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North Vietnam could help to reach any fruitful negotiations if 

Hanoi does not sha.:1 his willingness for peace talks and to have 

a gesture of reciprccity. I believe that with the experien:!e 

we have had in the past and with the experience ~f the recent 

Tet offensive, I believe that Hanoi still has ~he hop~ and . 

would like to exploit any cccasion possible to infiltrate more 

troops into South Vietnam and to have a bigger attack against 

South Vietnam. And I believe ·our position still is that ,ve 

demand reciprccity from Hanoi. 

MR. SHAPLEN: Mr. President, you have said before that, in the· 

lnterest of building brtdges, you would be willing to talk to 

some elements of the National ·Liberation Front at the 1~.;er 

levels. Don't you. feel that sooner or later there has to be 

an accomnodation on both sides that the element of affront will 

, 

have to be·- tret7.ha'l'f way in· some·:sort of:·aiscussH:ms? 

1?RESIDE1'1T THIEU: I believe that before. I· said ..if any element 
.. 

from the NLF would like to con tact us and to suggest anything 

. . 
to us, we would like to hear them, and this depends upon what 

they have to tell us ·so· we have our-:reply, and we have our de-

cision on that. It does not 
. 

mean that 
. 

we accept already and at 

once any coalition or any cooperation with them. 

MR. SCHAKNE: Mr. President, you have spoken out rather strongly 

in the past month against the idea of any coalition; but, in 

fact, unless you expect the other side to surrender completely· 

that is to say··North Vietnam to withdraw all its troops and 
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the Viet Cong to give up all their military force -- what other 

kind of peace could there be except ~ome kind of coaliti:on with 

the dissident forces, who are certainly large? 

PRESIDENI' THIEU: I believe it is very simple. There is an 

invasion war here from the North to the South and the NLF is an 

instrument of the invasion, of North Vietnam. Na.v, if 'the in­

vasion c~ases, we have a peace, the war will cease and we will 

have peace. NCAv, the coalition with North Vietnam or with.the 

NLF means coalition with the Communists. And we have seen many 

experiences in the past -in the neighboring countries that the-

coalition with the Communists means Comnunist invasion. And I 

believe that kind of peace we·can have right na.1 with the 

coalition, with the Corrmunists, it does not mean that we win 

peace. It just means encouragement of war, not only the war in 

vi·etnam but war in Southeast asia and in the world. 

MR. SCHAK..~: In effect, then, you're asking or your condition 

for p-~ace is that the other side give up and surrender? 

PRESIDENT THIEU: I ~on't say surrender. I never intended to · 

invade North Vietnam and to ask North Vietnam to surrender. I 

never intended to ask the NLF to surrender. I just asked them 

to stop the invasion. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Yes, but Mr. President,_really, if you take 

this position that you can under no circumstances accept a 

coalition government,and Hanoi and the Viet Cong are not going_ 

to quit unless they have some prospect of participating in a 
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governrr.ent here, then the war becomes endless. H~..; will it 

ever end? 

PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that first we have to prevent them 

from any military victory. Secondly,· our people should kno.v 
. . 

what to do against the Communist expansion ·and to fight _against 

any form of the· Corrmunist invasion from the conventional war, 

to the guerrilla_ war, to the ideologica 1 war. 

MR. SH2\PLEN: Mr. President, I think we a 11 agree that there is· 

such a thing as a southern revolutionary movement in its own 

right going on.· .There exist a number of·· people rn ··th:e 'front or 

around the front who believe in a separate ~outhern revolution-

ary governrrcnt apart from the.North. Is there a possibility ·or 

your getting together with some of these people and c_reating 

some kind of solid revolutionary front in the South which could 

stand alone? 

-PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe that when we mean the revolutionary 

government we don't mean a revolutionary governm3nt with par-

ticipation of the Communists. We have to build a revolutionary 

society here and -i:.his m~ans a better society for ~he Vietnam~s~ 

people, and the Vietnamese people on this side with the govern-

ment could bring a revolu-f:i ona ry life, a rev~lu ti ona ry society, 

a better scciety to the Vietnamese people, and the best scciety 

would not be Com:nunist. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. !'resident, I am sure· you ':re aware that there 

is a great concern in the United States, one that has been 
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constantly voiced by many Senators in our country, that truly if 

you persist in your position that you not accept a coalition 

governrrent, the war cannot end. And they fee 1 that you take 

this position because you are fearful that under a coalition 

you would not have sufficient backing, sufficient support among 

the population to continue to dominate such a coalition. Is 

that what your concern· is? 

·PRESIDENT THIEU: I don't believe that even on our side we have 

the support:, the full support of the population. It does not 

mean that there is enough for us to accept the coalition ,vith 

the Communists. The Vietnamese people do not like the 

Communists at all, under any f_orm. That is the problem, be-

cause ·,.ie'.·kncw that the Comnunists are like the batteries that 

cause the mess in our society. And even if we have to build a 

good society on our side and we accept the Communists in this 

s~ iety, this sec iety will be defeated. This is the main point. 

MR. SCHAKNE: Mr. President, do you foresee the likelihood or 

the possibility or the realistic hope of negotiations in the 

immediate future or at any time or do you think the war will 

have to be fought to a military conclusion? 

PRESIDE NI' THIEU: I believe that the Communists are nDN more con 

vinced ·~:hey- ~~nnot· win-a military war, like they believed in 

1965. But the problem for them is hew to cease the wa·r with 

winning sorre political concessions·. I believe that the·-· . 

Corrmunists would like to hav~ a g~neral offensive this year 
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because they judge that this is the most politically vulnerable 

year in the 1.J;nited States because of your elections, and they. 

knew well that after the elections, even without President 

Johnson, the United States people, the government will continue 

to fight and to defend the freedom in this part of the world. 

_New,_ materially, the North VietnairBse believe that at .-the.~·1ast 

moment they still have the capab_ility to do something and to. 

try to win some military victories and to bring that to the 

·negotiating table as a strong bargaining position. After this 

year they will be weaker· and weaker and they cannot win the· 

war either politically nor -- neither politically nor militaril 

So the guerrilla by itself will not be decisive and they have 

no hope to win the war, for l;: believe that it is the la st year 

for the VC. 

MR.· AGR0NSKY: Mr. President, on what do you base this optimism 

of yours? 

PRESIDE:t-.r-r THIEU: What kind of optimism is that? 

MR. AGR0NSKY: That ~hey are losing the war,· that this will be 

the last year of the war, that they are being defeated. 

PRESIDENr THIEU:·· I believe they are hurt very severely ·in North 

Vietnam, after three years of bombing, and they have lost many 

countryside areas so they have difficulty to recruit men, to 

-have supplies, and, most important, they are believing- new, 

they are like fish thrcwn out of the water because they have no 

-~ 
people in the countryside. 

. 
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MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President,.isn't it a fact that in the 

countryside in South Vietnam that the entire pacification pro-

I 

gram has practically broken down, that all of the efforts ·at· 

revolutionary developrrent have 1:ad to stop because of this 

offensive, that there are at this very moment elements of four 

Viet Cong divisions in the vicinity of the city? How can you 

deduce from that that they have been defeated, lost their 

capability to attack or that you are en route to vic;tory? 

PRESIDENT THIEU: I ·believe that the·Tet offensive of the VC in 

the city does not mean that our·.pacification area was completel 

spoiled. I can sho:,1 you much proof that, \'7ith the Tet 

offensive, the VC has committed all of their regular units, 

l~al forces, and also they bring to the city soma guerrilla 

units from the village to help the o~her unit_s .. to burn houses 

of the civilian population. So since four weeks there is no 

attack at all against the outposts of the yillages; there is no 

attack on any new hamlets in the countrysi~e. And fifty per 

cent of the regul~r units will still remain in the paci~ication 

area, except for those provinces whose security demand the pull-

out of regular unit to conduct a temporary mobile operation,' 

they have to take away one or tvfo battalions for twenty-four 

hours operation. And I have given very serious direction to 

the corps commander not to pull away those regular units.who 

hare ~ · • •• supporting t e pacification· program. And also we 

continue to move forward on our pacification _program previously 
t 
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,0 planned for 1968 . 
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"i" co 
N -,0 2 MR. SHAPLEN: Mr. President, h0v1 was it possible, even ~o, how 
N 
0 
N. 
0 3 was it possible for the Communists to attack on such a broad~ 
0 
C 
0 
~ 
0. 4 scale in such large numbers without being detected if they did 

not have the support of a great many people on their way into 

6 the ~ities through the countryside? 

7 PRESIDENI' THIEU: I believe that_ many times I said that attack 

8 on the city is not· impossible,. first because we hav~ a very 

9 large area_to be defended. I believe that the ARVN are not 

10 enough to do ma11y things at the s~me time, are not enough to 

11 carry ~n many responsibilities. If we use all of our armed 

12 forces to surround~ city and.to prevent any infiltration from 

13 the countryside, it could be more possible to prevent such an 

14 attack in the c i ty . 

15 MR. SHAPLEN: But aren't the cities just as insecure as the 

. 16 countryside? 

l? PRESIDENT THIEU: I believe -that we have accepted the calculated 

.18 risk that to let a few troops around.the city and to prevent 

19 infiltration, is not enough. Meanwhile, we have to expend 

20 more troops for mobile o~rations, _search and destroy, -opera­

21 tion in the VC areas,· and 1:,0 secure the protection, to guaran~ee 

22 the protection of most of the population in _the c oun~ryside. 

J 23 MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President, as a general certainly you 
z 
.:
j 24 wouldn't:contend that the pic"ture you've _just drawn is the 
~ 

-~ 25 picture of a military situation in which you_ are achieving a 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

~ 1,0 
N 
'Cf co 
N 
,0 

,N - 2 
0 
N... 33 
II 
C 
0 

J: 

4CL 

6. 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

§ 
N 

cJ 21ci 
c"' 
~ 
: 22 
i 
~ 
J 23 
z 
i 
; 24 

Cl). 

),l 

~ 

victory. This seems to be a military situation in which you 

are doing everything you can to prevent the enemy from· smacking 

you once more. 

1?RESIDENI' THIEU: . I don't believe that the fact that they have 

launched the offensive, il:. doe~ not mean a victory· for -:.he v_c. 

I believe the VC have. met with complete failure with the Tet 

offensive. In three weeks they have suffered··40, 000 casualties. 

In 1967, for the whole year, they had only 90, 000,. so 50 per 

cent of the casualties of the whole year 1967. What they~ have 

realized in the city is that the people were against tham, so 

I believe that the general uprising they had hoped for has not 

happened. They have met with the united Communist sentim3nt 

from the people in the city.,. so they fell in both countryside 

and city. 

MR. SCHAKN'E: Mr. President, if this is so·, if you think they 

failed to achieve the popular support they were hoping for, why 

is it that your government found it necessary to impose a very 

rigid censorship on the press and, even more recently, to 

arrest two· prominent ·opposition figures -- I mean Au Truong 

Thanh and lawyer Dzu? 

PRESIDE1.Tf THIEU: I can explain that. We still have a state of 

war and have had s~r.ce 1955, and the martial law I have decreed 

three weeks ago is just to remind the people ·that the state of 

war still exists. Na.v, there are three .most important· things 

in mar·-tla1- law, such as the curfew hours. The curfew hours 

https://PRESIDE1.Tf
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will be released as soon as possible, as we have finished 

cleaning up the city. It is for the security of the people,. 

not to jecpa rdize their lives. ~he second most important '"is 

the military tribunal that exists for the· looter and for the 

murderer, for .the secu.ri ty of the people. The third is the 

censorship, because we are lacking the line of.communication. 

The reporter cannot go here and there very easily. I don't 

like it. In ·the period we had a very great emotion among the 

people after th~ Tet offensive. We don. t like it that the 

newspaP9r spreads publicity rumors and speculati9n which create 

more emotion among the people and which helped the Communists 

in that way. NCM", for.those men I believe that this is for 

their security and for the seeuri ty of the nation, too. We 

have not arrested them as a precedent, we hava just protected 

them against any 
. 

kidnapping from the VC and to permit the VC 

to exploit those men as the members of the coalition front, 

members of the coalition government, and this should create 

more or less some --

MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. President, why· should you only be concerned 

with arresting your· cri~ics-and preventing them from kidnapping, 

why don't you arrest· your supporters if that is your concern? 

PRESIDE~~ THIEU: I believe that the VC has exploited them. I 

beliew) the VC has ·:bought our -- has :_bought our supporter. 

And, as you kna~, we have not arrested those gentlemen before 

the offensive. It is just· for no,;. And when the city is s_afer, 
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is better, I believe we --

.MR. SI-!2.\PLEN: . Mr. President, a few days ago a new politic a 1 

front composed of ·many different politic a 1 and religious 

leaders was formed to helPurti"teand save the nation. It is 

headed, as you kn~v, by Senator Don. I_ understand this group 

has w.on your approval· an<;l. that you have promised to help pro-

vide transportation so that it can hold a convention of clbout 

a thousand people in Saigon in perhaps bvo weeks, people from 

_all (?ver the country. Is that correct? 

PRESIDENT THIEU: That is correct. 

MR. SH.t-"\PLEN: Well, no,1, many people seem to feel that would it 

not be better, although you approve of this group, at a moment 

of crisis such as this; for you and Vice Presid~nt Ky to get 

together and form a broad coalition group .or widen the scope of 

the government·, and that you should do it -·yoµ17.~e~vcs. rather 

than let an·other group do it· or perhnps the two of them to-

:- .... 
gether. 

PRESIDEN1r '11 HIEU: I believe that if the government organized 

that, I believe that there are many men who would be reluctG1nt 

..-
and would wrongly believe that the government would like to use· 

them as a tool of the government. I believe that Senator Tran 

Van Don and the others ln the standing committee no.•1,· from· 

the people they have some prestige among the people, and. 

_believe that, with the help of the government, they will 

organize it themselves, they elected their committee, 

I 
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they arc leading the corrmittee themselves, and they will be 

more. independent from the gove_rnment. They are really inde­

pendent from the government. It is up to them to support the 

government if the government is to do well or to criticize the 

government if we are doing badly, or to advise the government, 

. . 
to suggest any recofilmendation as they-like. 

MR. SHAPLEN: B~t in view .of the fact that there have been 

some differerces in the past between you and Vice President Ky, 

or people imagine there are such differences, wbuldn 1 t·it-:be •••• 

more· m~ani.ngful for the people to say that here are the- two 

leaders of the hation getting together, creat in9" their o:1n 

front and broadening the base- of the governm~nt? Wouldn't 

that have a bigger impact? 

PRES:IDENr THIEU: I believe that first there is no schism 

between General Ky and me, first. And I believe that it depends 

upon ho:,i th~ congress would be handled and what results he 

would have and we would con sider how it could help the govern-

ment and ho.v we.could receive from them the collaboration with 

the governm~nt. 

MR. ·sHA·PLEN: But there have· been repo"rts of· another group 

around yourself, Mr. Huong and Mr. Tran Van Don and others who 

are supposedly starting a separate group. Doesn't that create 

a division of opinion? 

PRESIDENT THIEU: I have no political party at all and I have 

not organized any group for· myself.· I beiieve that if 
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,0 Senator Tran Van Don invited all of them around the country to 
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2 sit do,m together, they would not agree to do that. 

3 MR. SCHAKNE: Mr. President, there was ·considerable corcern ex­

4 pressed right at the time of the Tet offens.ive and since then 

5 that one of the problems of your government is that although it 

6 was inaugurated j_n the end of October, i_t has failed to take 

7 the action that·was hoped ·from--a-:_legally elected governm:mt, 

8 that you made promises in your inauguration that, in fact, ~ave 

9 not been accomplished. For exa_mple, you called for greater 

1/ mobilization but the mobilization decree has not.been enforced. 

lf You called for a fight against corruption but very little has 

12 been done and the·constitutionally designated inspectorate 

13 against corruption hasn't even been formed; that your govern-

14 ment in fact, in its first· three months, has not accomplished 

15 in the way of reforms anything that previous governments had 

16 promised ·and failed to ace ompli~h. 

1? PRESIDENr THIEU: I have heard many times that many men in the 

18 United States accu·se m~ as a do-nothing one or an immobile one. 

19 This is not right. I believe it is completely ·wrong. First, 

N 20 any· program that could be carried on within four months of our· 
8 
0 

N 

u 21 .administration -- and while it is a really new administration,ci 

f-
0 
C 22 it is not a continuing administration from a former ~resident 
i 
~ 

tq the other ?resident, it is not a second term of myself --ui 23 
z 

24 but I believe that Prime Minister Loe, in h~s speech of Tet, to 

25 the people, he mentioned what he has done during the first 
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three mont.hs. NOW', for the mobilization I believe that we have 

issued a partial mobilization even before the inauguration day_. 

If we have soma correction to do in that, it is because the 

Senate has asked us to do that. But Nav'; I ·believe that, with. 

the circumsta:rces -- those circumstance~, we have to SP8ed up 

our partial mobilization for the first six months of '68, and 

the drafting of the 19 years ~f age would beg5-n on the first 

of March, and 18 years of age would beg_in on the first of ~1ay. 

It depends on the training capability, on the equipment-cap-

ability, too. No.v, for the figh_t on c o~ruption. · You should 

remembe·r that during four months of my adm~nistration, for 

years under the national ~ead~rship committee, ho.:1 many gen-

erc1ls, hCNi ma11y province chiefs in· the districts have~ been 

removed. I believe the facts are we are fighting·corruption. 

MR. AGR0NSKY: Mr. President --

PRESIDE1'J""TTHIEU: No,;, I plan to have reorganization of some 

places in the arnrt, reorganization of the administration as a 

whole, to promote the new province chiefs, to have a change of 

province chiefs on the first of March. And I believe that 

after four months this is progress. 

MR. AGR0NSI<Y: Mr. President, the Mayor of Vung Tau-was dis- -

missed for corruption. Last month he was given a high military 

c ornmancl. Ho.•1 do you explain this? 

PRESIDZNI' THIEU: This is not only the Mayor of Vung Tau i ··this· 

is also the province· __chief of Phuoc Tuy, and some of the other 

.. 
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province chiefs who have been removed. But I believe it is 

the rretter of investigation. I haven't yet the report from 

the investigation ageocy for that· and I am rea.dy to take any 

measures possible when I have the report of that. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Why did you give him a high-military-comm~nd 

.before the investigation was concluded? 

PRESIDE Hr THIEU: I believe that because ·we have not yet the 

results of the investigation and I believe that some time, when 

we have not enough proof··for .that, we have also to remove from 

those functions. It is very difficult to have ~he proof. But 

to fight corruption is not only based on proof, sornetimGs we 

know that the man· is corrupted but ·we have to remove them. Now· 

to give them a military function, and because we have not yet 
.. '\_ 

the p-.coof, we have not ye"t: result of investigation. When we 

have that \ve will remove them again. 

MR. AGRONSKY: I regret very much, Mr. 'President, we have run 

out of time. Thank you very much for being here to FACE THE 

NATION. 

PRESIDENI' THIEU: You 're welcome. 

ANNOUNCER: Today, on E'ACE THE! NATION, the President of South 

Vietnam, _Nguyen Van Thieu, was interviewed by CBS News 

Correspondent Robert Schakne, Robert Shaplen of the New Yorker 

Magazine, CBS News Corresporident Martin Agronsky led the 

questioning. Next week, another prominent figure in the news 

• I 
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will FACE THE NATION. 

ANNOU!\"CER: FACE THE NATION was. ·recorded in Selig on on Friday 

through the facilities of the Armed Forces Vietnam Network. 
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fc FO~LOW!NG SUMMARY QU~STiONS··ANO ANSWERS OF ~M8ASS~DJR 
~N6 WALTERt~ □ ~KitE FILME~ HERE FQR SHO~ING ON ~VENING cas;rv 
NEWS SHOW FE3 ~j~ 

3 ... AN3WER g HIS ?RI MARY OSJECT I VE WAS TO TA!(~ ov:.:~ '$0~E :JF 
THE ClTiE~o~QTQ REMAIN IN SQM~ OF THEM; F~OM CAPTU8EQ ENE~~ 
DOCUM£N7S A~D ~~ISONE~ !NTE2ROGATIONS WE KNOW ENEMY ~~P~CTED 
AN UP~:siNG OF ?EOPLE j~o D~~EtTIONS FRJM ~ ✓~ ARM~ci ;c~C€S• 
ENEMY THiT tAME iNf □ CITIES ~AD Nof RPT NOf SEEN GfVZN 
INSTRucii □ Ns FoR ~iTHJRAWAL; A~D HAD EVEN BEEN ?RCMIS~ 

PAGE 2 RUEHGN2~461 UNCLAS 
RE!NF0RCEMENT5~ HOWEVER~ THERE WAS NO R~T NO UPRISiNG OF. 
THE P~OPLEs THERE WERf NO R?T NO oEFECT!ONS FROM ARMED FORC~Sl 
AND, ~IiH ExC~~tiDNS OF HUE jN~ SAiGON ~H~~E THERE ARE sriL(· 
SMALL POCK~TS OF EN~MYg THE ENEMY FA!LEJ TO TA~~ OVE~ OR . 
R~MAi~ iN ANY Eifi~ ~I~ PRi1~~i oaJ~triv~ 6ici N □ f ~UCCEEci; 

5 0 .AN sw ER g HE C:~ E-A TE i) CON 5 I C,t.: RA 6 LE DAM AGE 3 CAusED A 
L~RGE NUM~ER0~ RE~UGEESc AS JF TJDAY f~ERE ~RE OVER~ 
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7 ,., AN s~ER ! Nc RPT Nav - i HERE AR£ Na T RP r No r ENo u G H c E ~ .~.rLs 
'tEi ro.· KNCW NUW ~ONGooo ! WuNT;T HAZA~DA GJES-3o 

! 
80 QUEsrt □ Ns -ri~S T~E EFFEcf BEEN THAT w~ ci~ NOT RPT NST 
M!L!TAR!L~ ~I~ T~E ~ARf-

9o ANSwSR~ NO R?T NQi !N RE~EL(I~ci ATTAtKS THE PERFORMANCE 
-OF \JI~T-NAi1ESE .!_R.1ED FORCES wAS VERY GOO)c T~!S Si.YE CGNF"IDENC:: 
TO TH~ M~~!TAR~ ~NB TO PEOPLE fa ~tt~ a0rc~ ~~AciIJN 0~ GVN ALSO 
VE~Y ?Js~·rvE~ i ciNT~t siv NOWWHiT ~H~ ~ufu~s M!~iT~~y b9JECTIV:s 
OF V!~f t6NG A~D H~NOI MA~ 8Ei ~ut8 AS AL~js~s, CQMMUNisi 
STRAt~GY CAL~S FOR MESHING 0~ ~S~CHOLOG!CA~ AND PC~rf:cAL 
CSJECTIVES ~IT~ TH~T OF M!LifARY~ 

1! ~ ANSWERa ONE OF- FALL=-8,~CK oajEcT IVES OF ENEMY \.lAS. :O: PUT 
·SELF iN ST.RONG POSITION FOR NEGO!IATIONSQ ATTACKSWERE PART 

~AGE~ RUEHG~ ~0~6I UN~L~S 
OF RE~ENT ?SYCHO~OGICAL EFFORTS ABRO~D~ JUST RECENf~j .fN0 

scjNJINiV!A AN6 CT~ER PLACEs~= TO PROMOfE i □ R~iG~ ~!N!STE~ 
_TRI ~ H~ S PROP O 5 ~LS FOR Ni::G~ T i A·-rION~ I TH! N K. IT VERY POSS ·IBLE 
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. THROUiJH A Poi NT OF sTRENGTH, suT; AS OF NO'."'j. THERE H~~s SEEN 
~o RPT NO GiVEON E~EMYUSSioE iN ~E~ERE~CE TO SAN ~NTONIO 

• F oRMuL A ~ wc:·HA vc: s·A.I o wt:: wo u L J sT JP r HE a o Mi t~G., 3 uf r i"E RE· 
HAS SC:EN NO RPT NC R~CI~ROCATION ON ENE~Y~s SID~, 

12. QUESTIONS SINCE E~EMYFAILED ACHIEV~ OsJECTIVcS; DGES THIS 
DELAY NEG¢TiATIONS? 

(3o ~NSWE~: SI~CE GETTING TO_NEGOfIATIO~S VERY MUC~ AN ELEME~T­
OF TIMING, iT is H~RD TO si~Q SOU~~ VIEiNAMESE FEE~ ENEMYaS 
OBJECTIVE M~Y ~E TO·KEEP UP PRESSU~E ou~iNG THE SM~E~ ~If~ 
BELIEF fHAT 3Y THE END JF YE~R HE MA~ 6~ A~LE TJ ACrlIEVE A 
MILITARY STALEMATETO PUT HIM IN A STRONG PJSITrc~ FOR N~GOTIAiICNS~ 
BUNKER 
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NSC 10,P 214,RSC 01,sc 01,SP 02,ss 20,USIA .12,SAL 0i~AID 28,IO 1-3, 
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FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDCPRIORITY 7434 
INFO USIA WASHDC 4797 / 

-UNCLAS SZCTI'JN 1 OF 3_~G~'J 205 F!J-1-·-
• L--. -

USIA FOR IP3, IBS 

t. FOLLOWIN3 IS TRANSCRI?T OF INTERVIEW OF AMBASSADOR BY 
DOUG KIKER 0~ NBC-TV. SAIGON NBC UNDERSTAN~S INTERVIE~ 
WILL BE ~UN AS S~GMENT HUNTLEY-BRINKLEYNEWS SHOW 
FEB 26. FIRST QUESTION, TO BE REDONE BY N3C 3UT D2ALIN3 tITH 

• 03JECTIVES ArD ACCOMPLISH~ENTS OF VC-NVA ATTACK, IS OAITTED. 

-2. A/ THE NORTH VIETNAMESEAND VIET CONG HAV~ SUFFERE 
A -

VERY HEAVY. SSTBACK.MILITARILY.THEIR LOSSES, AS YOU KNO~, 
HA.V~.BESN THI~·!E~!JOUS. IT IS QUITE 03VIOUS THAT TSEY DID NOT 
GAIN THEIR OBJECTIVES, ONE PF WHICH WAS TO REMAIN IN THE CITIES. 

•• ~µ-t.s:-~1-~-~t-.Q..t..~-Pr~~ _ ' , a .. . . _ ,~·Tr 1 ·----u-:.,VI:;n ,_. . 

IT IF QL:ITE 03VIOUS TH~T TH~Y SUFFERED A ~~AJOR MISCALCUL:~TIO~; 
·IN THEIR VI'E:.'JJ T~AT THERE WOULD 3Z AN U?RISI>L1 AMO:~G TP.E PEOPLE, 
THAT THER~·woULD BE DtFECTIO~S IN THE ARM~D FO~C~S. NJN!.OF 

·THOSE THI~G8 HA?PZNED. CON3~QUENTLY,-I THINK IT IS FAIR TO SAY 
T~A~ THSYDID NOT OBTAIN THEIR· OBJECTIVES. I THINK PROBA3LY 
~OTHZR0~ THEIR OBJECTIVES ~AS TO ATTEJPT TO GO INTO · 

~!=GOTIATIONS I~ A STRONG POSITION. BUT, I~ THIS, OBVIOUSLY, 
I THINK THEY HAVE NOT SUCCEEDED. 

UNCLC\ SS iF IED 
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Q: I THINK A QUESTIONTHAT MOST AMERICANS WOULDLIKE TO 
~SK AMIJST ALL THIS CONFUSION~CAN YOU JUST GENERALLY SAY WHAT 
IS HAPPENINGI~ VIET NAM TODAY? IN SUMMARYWE HEAR THAT THE 
CITIES ARE UNDER SEIGE, THAT THERE IS A CAPABILITY FOR ANOTHER 
ATTACK, THAT THE NORTH VIETNAME~EHAVE MASSED L~RGE FORCES TO 
TH~ NORTH OF US, TH~T SUDDENLY WE ARE ON THE DEFENSIVE IN THIS 
-~AR AND YET OTHER PEOPLE SAY WE ARZ NOT ON THE DEFENSIVE, ANXU#COULD 
CLEAR A~AY THE DEBRIS? 

4 A: WELL, I SUPPOSE THIS IS A QUESTIONTHAT WOULD TAKE SOME 
TIME TO ANS~ER, ACTUALLY, TO DO IT BRIEFLY IS RATHERDIFFICULT. 

.,.PAB·E-S RO~HGN 2051011 UNC!::AS 
IT IS QUITE TRUE--THIS IS WELL-KNO~N--THATTHE ENEAY H~S SO~E 
FOUR DIVISIONS IN THE NORTHER~ I CORPS AR~A. IT IS ALSO TRUE, 
I THINX, BASED ON PRISONER INTERROGATIONS AND CAPTURED 
DOCUMENTS,THAT}~ EXPECTEDTO FOLLO~-UP IN THE CITIES WITH 
REINFORCSMENTS,WHICH HE DID NOT DO. FAILING THAT, THER£ WAS 
SO~E BELIEF THAT HE WOULD FOLLOW-UPSTRONGLYUITH A SECO~D WAVE. 
THIS HAS NOT HAPPE~~ED. WHATHE HAS D0~'1E IS T-J FALL BACK Oi'f 
MORTARFI~E AND HARASSMENT. THIS, I THINK, MAY BE CONTI~UED. 
IN FACT, I THINK THAT PRESIDENT THISU'S VIE~S OF ~HAT THE ENEMY•s 
INTENTIO~S MAY BE ARE QUITE INTERESTING, A~D QUITE LOGICAL. THAT 

, HE WILL ATTEMPT TO KEEP PRESSUR~ ON US IN THE NORTHERN I 
~JRPS AND IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDSIN ORDER TO PIN DOWNAS 
MANYOF OUR TROOPS AS H~ CAN;. THAT HE WILL TRY TO KEEP UP 
HARASSMENT THZ PEOPLE NERVOUS-­I1 CITIES HOPING TO KEEP THE 
WHATHE CALLS POLITICAL SPOILING: PROPAGANDA, INFILTRATION 
WHIRE POSSI3LE--AND THAT HE WILLALSOATTEM?T TO TRY T8 REGAIN 
SOME OF THE COUNTRYSIDE WHICH HE HAS LOST--ALL WITH THE POLIT1CAL 
PUR?OSE OF EVENTUALLY COMINGTO NEGOTIATIONS IN A STRONG 
ENOU3HPOSITION TO TRY TO GET HIS VIE1S ACCEPTED. WELL, THIS MAY 
GO ON FOR QUITE A WHILE, If MAY GO ON THROUGH THE SUM~ER, I 

~G~ 4 PTJt'P.~~-120510/ l u:·JGLA£> 
ON'T KNOW. BUT, AS AL~AYS THE COM~UNISTS' MILITARY STRATEGY. 

IS·KEYED INTO THEIR POLITICAL AND PSYCHOL03ICAL OBJECTIVES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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5~ Q~ A~B;SSADOR BUNKER, THZRE ARE MANY CRITICS OF OUR 
POLICY HERE IN VIET NAM. SO~E OF THE MORE SOPHISTICATED CRITICS 
CHARGZTHAT THE UNITE0 STATES, TIME AND AGAIN, A~D AT A DEARER 

• PRICE EACH TIME, HAS BOUGHT TIME IN VIET NAM ONLY TO USE IT 
NOT AT ALL WISELY IN AN EFFORT TO SHOW SHOrH-TZW1 DOl~ZSTIC 

~ITICAL PROFIT FROM IT ALL. WHAT ~OULD BE YOUR RESPONSE ... 
A~D LET ME ADD THAT THEY ARE SAYING THAT EVEN MORE FORCEFULLY• 
NOWAFT~R THE CITY ATTAC~S. VHAT WOULD BE YOUR RESPONSE, SIR? 

6. Pl: I DON'T A3REE WITH THAT .4T ALL. I DON'T THI:lK THE. RECORD 
INDICAT~S THAT, CERTAINLY NOT SINCE WE MADE UP OUR MINDS TO 
COME HERE IN FOP.CE· IN 1965, S0~·1Erm ANu A HALF YEARSAGO. 
AS A ~ATTER OF FACT, I THINK WE HAVE FOLLOWED A VZRY CONSISTENT 
POLICY. FIRST, ON THE POLITICAL SIJE IN HELPING THEVI~TNAMESE 
TO ·DEVELOP THE COiJSTITUTIONAL PROCESS, WHICH THEY HAV~ DONE 
THROUGHTHE COURS~ OF HOLDING FIVE ELECTIONS HERE IN A PERIOD 
OF 14 MONTHS--WHICH ACHIEV~~ENTIN ITS~LF IS QUITE A REMARKABLE 

~ i 5 F!if:;;:+{~3~1="~ 
IN A COU~TRY AT ~AR~ A NEW CO~STITUTIONAL HAS BEEN GOVERNMENT 
INSTALLED. IT HAS D~ViLOPID A CO~PREHENSIVE PROGRAMFOR SOCIAL 
REFORM, FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT;IT HAS ALSO DEVELOPED, WITH 
OUR SUPPORT, A PR03~~~ FOR ?ACIFICATIO~ IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
(THIS IS ATER~ WHICH I DON•T PARTICULARLY LIKE, SI~CS I DO~'T 
THINK TI IS DESCRIPTIVE OF WHAT IS REALLY INVOLVED. THE·VIETNA~ESE 
REFER TO IT AS "NATION BUILDING"--WHICH I THINK IS MORE 
ACCURATE~-OR AND REDEVELOPMENT.") AS "RURAL RECONSTRUCTION -
TRIS HAS BEEN GOIN3 ON STEADILY; EXPANDING SLOWLYAT FIRST, IT 
f KED UP MORE RAPIDLY LAST YEAR. IT ~ILL 3E SET BACK 3~CAUSE 
Or THIS OFFENSIVE; THERZ IS NO QUESTION ABOUTTHAT. THERE WILL 

-BE SOME LAG, NOW, UNTIL THE SECURITY FORCESGET BACK INTO THE 
COUNTRYSIDEAND BEGIN AGAIN ON THE PR03R~M. THIS HAS BEEN, 
03V IOUSL Y, A MAJOR EFFORT BY THE E'NE!lY; AND HE HAS SUFFERE:D 
GREAT LOSSES. BUT, IN MY VIEW, IT DOES NOT ~EAN THAT THE COURSE 
WE HAVE FOLLOWED HAS NOT B~EN CONSISTE~T AND THAT IT HASN'T 
SHOWNRESULTS. I THIN~ ANYBODY WHO WAS HERE AT THE TIME 
W~t,J WE CA~-1EIN, WHEN THE COUNTRY WAS PRETTY CLOSE TO COLLAPSE:, 
WOULD.TELL.YOUTH~ SAME THIN3. 

t:rtiCLA~slr lt.D 

g◄ • • r- 6==~= ~ ~:::q2 -~3-t:.; I 5Ttet.~ 
e.~-

i} AS RECEIVED. WILL BE SERVIC~D UPOiJ RE',;2UEST. 
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INFO SSO 03,~JSCE 00,CIAE 00,DODE 00,GPM 03,H 02,INR 07,L 03,NSAE 00, 
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P R 261130Z 'FEB 68 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7435 
I~ro U~IA WASHD94793 

UNCLASSECT-ION2 OF' 3 SAIGON 20510 

7._Q:.HOW WELL COULD THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTHVIET NAM A3SORB 
ANOTHERATTACKON.THE CITIES, WHICH MANY PEOPLE FEEL WILL COME? 

. 
8. A: I THINK THEY ARE IN GOOD SHAPE TO ABSORB IT. IN FACT, THE 
SUCCES~ OF THIS PAST ATTACK WAS DUE TO THE FACT OF SURPRISE AND 
TREACHERY.CERTAINLY, THEY ARE NOT GOING TO BK TAKEN SY SUR?RISE. 
AG.~IN. IT IS THE FIRST TIME T!iAT ·TET HAS BEEN VIOLATED IN A 
THOUSANDYE:~RS, AND I DON•r BELIEVE YOU WILL FIND TH~M C.t\UGHT 
AGAIN IN THE SAME POSITION. 3ESIDES THAT, I THINK THEY HAVE 
DEMONTRATEDTHAT THEY CAN HANDLE AN ATTACK OF THIS SIZE. 
ALSO, I HAVE:J•r SEEN ANY INDICATION THAT THE ENEMY HAS S:E:EN 
ABLE TO FOLLOW-UP ON A SECONDWAVE, YET; ANYWAY, IN THE SAME 

e~G~--:g--~--♦ ~.. ;=g·'j't-~~~c Piu:..c:d..' 2-~ u.'1'--'~H::J 

. STRENGTHOR WITH THE SA~E INTENSITY. 

9. Q: FOR WHATEVER REASON, THE ENEMY HAS-DRAMATICALLY _ 
ESCAL4TE~ THIS WAR, ~HETHER TO HAVE A STRONGPOSITION FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS,CR IN AN ATTEMPT .ro·TALK TO 'THE GOVERNMENT 

• BECAUSEOF THIS ESCALATIONISN•T IT IN~VITASLE THAT OUR ONLY 
~ESPONSE, THE O~LY U.S. RESPONSE, CAN BE E~CALATION IN KIND? 
MUST WE ANSWER THIS WITH ESCALATION EVENTUALLY? 

10. A:· I DON'T KNOWHOWMUCHESCAL~TIONTHEREWILL HAVE TO BE, 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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OR WHAT,BUT CERTAINLYI THINKTHAT WE WILL BE GOLJG BACK ON 
THE OFFENSIVE. THERE IS NO QUESTION A30UT THAT. 

11. Q: WELL, LET ME PHRASE IT ANOTHER~AY: THE ONLY THING 
WORSETHAN A POOR SETTLEMENT WOULDBE, LET US SAY, A POOR 
SETTLEMENTTWO YEARS FROM NOW. TO PREVENT THAT, TO GAIN A 
POSITION OF STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE, HOW CAN WE DO THAT WITHOUT 
ESCALATINGOUR TROOP COMMITMENT HERE, AND PERHAPS THE WAR ITSELF? 

12. MY OWN V IE W I S THAT WE ARE IN A PO SIT-IO~~ - -~. ND I TH I ~l K WE 

~ 3 Rm..F.~r205TI~As 
DiMONSTRATEDIT IN THIS LAST ACTION, WHICH CAME, AS I SAY, WITH 
A SURPRISE ATTACK--TO A3SORB WHAT£VER THE ENEMY CAN THROW AT 
US. THE VIETNAMESE FORCES CERTAINLY THAT THEY ARE DEMONSTRATED 
COMPETENT,AND MUCH MORE SO THAN I THINK MANY PEOPLE THOUGHT. 
THEY DID A GOOD JOB. AND THEY ARE, AS YOU KNOW, INCREASING 
THEIR fORCES AND SPEEDING UP THE DRAFTING, MOBILIZATION, THE 
INCREASE IN FORCES. OUR FORCES HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE CEILING 
WHICH.WE HAD PUT ON THEM. SO I WOULDASSUMETHAT WE 
WOULDHAVE AD~QUATE FORCES TO MtET THE SITUATION. 

3. Q: I KNOWTHAT I AM ASXING A LOT OF "IFFY" QUESTIONS, BUT 
I THINK THE SITUATION HERE, AT LEAST LARGELY IN MY MIND, IS 
"IFFY." HERE IS ANOTHERONE: IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE,AS 
EVERYONETHINKS THEY MAY, DO ATTACK AND BESIEGE KHE St~NH AND 
PLACE OUR MARINES THERE IN A TENUOUS POSITION, WILL THERE BE 
IN YOUR ESTIMATION PRESSURESTO GO UP THROUGH THE DMZ--OR· 
PERHAPS LAUNCH AN INCHON-TYPE OF A~PHIBIOUS LANDING NdRTH.OF 
KHE SANH--A LITTLE INVASION TO THE NORTH? 
BUMKER 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATEWASHDCPRIORITY 7436 
INFO USIA ~ASHDC 4799 

UNCLASSECTION3 OF 3 SAIGON 20510 

14. A: NO. I DON•T THINK TH~T IS ATUNDER CONTEMPLATION ALL. 

15. Q: BUNKER, AFTER THE INITIAL CITY ATTACKS AMBASSADOR YOU 
'ID THAT IT WAS YOUR OPINION THAT THIS GAVE THE GOVERNMENTOF 

.~JUTH VIET NAM A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO ACT MORE QUICKLY, TO 
PROVIDE RELIEF, TO THUS GAIN A GREATER RESPECT AMONG THE PEOPLE. 
DO YOU BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT IS FULFILhING THIS CAPACITY? 

16. A: YES, I DO. I THINK THEY HAVE MOVEDSWIFTLY, WITH 
DECISIVENESS, ON THE RECOVERY PROGRAMWHICH IS THE FIRST 
CONSIDERATION,OF COURSE. TAKING CARE OF THE REFUGEES, GOING AHEAD 
~ITH PLANS FOR REBUILDING.THE HOUSES·THATHAVE BESN DESTROYED, 

~r--R Tff HG\1 ~/ o A-32.Z"S-1 U~~CL 
FOR RESTORINGORDER AND AD~IJISTRATION IN THE CITIES, PROVIDIN3 
FOOD, PROVIDI~3 UTILITIES. I THINK THE CENTRAL RECOVERY 
COMMITTEEHAS ACTED QUICKLY, HAS ACTED EFFECTIVELY. I THINK ~N 
INDICATIONTHAT THE 30VERNMENT HAS DONE WELL IS THE ·FACT THAT 
THE PU3LIC RESPONSE AND THE INDICATION OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT THE SOMZ 37 VOLUNTARYHAS 3SE~ QUITE OUTSTANDING. 
ORGANIZATIONSHERE IN SAISON, FOREXA~lPLE, CAt11E FORWARD AND 
OFFERED THEIR ASSISTANCE TO THE CO~MITTEE. COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS, 
THE qoNGRESS FOR DEFENSE OF THE COUNTRY, THE GROUPS WHICH THE 
PRESIDENT HAS BEEN CONFERRING WITH... RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL ..• 

UNCLASSiFIED 
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·ALL HAVE COME FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. AS A MATTER 
n~ FACT, EXPERIENCED 03SERVERS WHO TAVE BEEN HERE MUCH LONGER 

.AN I HAVE SAY TH.4T TO THEIR KNOWLEDGE BEENTHERE HAS NE.:V2R 
~UCH WIDE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT. THINK THE GOVERNMENT SO, I 
H.~D THIS OPPORTUNITY,HAS SEIZED IT, AND IF IT. CONTINUES ON 
I.THINK IT CAN TURN IT TO ADVANTAGE. 

17. Q: MANYPEOPLE THINK THIS IS GOING TO BE THE YEAR OF DECISION 
IN VIET NAM,ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, THIS WAR, THIS PROBLEM,IS 

·GOING TO BE DECIDED THIS YEAR. DO YOU SHARE THAT VIEW? 

18. A: WELL, I THINK IT IS POSSIBLE. I THINK THAT IF, FOR EXAMPLE, 
HANOI, AND GIAP, WHO SEEMS TO BE RUNNING THIS CAMPAIGN,IS 
WILLING TO THRO~ IN HIS FORCES AND TAKE.HEAVY LOSSES IN AN 
EFFORT TO COME TO NEGOTIATIONS WITHi STRONGPOSITION LOOKING 
TOWARu, LET US SAY, SO~E TI~E THIS YE~R, THE LATTER PART OF 
THIS YEAR, TH~ EARLY PART OF NEXT YSAR, IT COULDBE A YEAR 
OF DECISION. 

19. Q: AND YOU THINK TH~ UNITED STATES' POSSIBILITIES ARE GOOD? 

20. A: I DO. YIS • 

. ~ Q: IF IT IS A YEAR OF DECISION? 

22. A: YES, IF IT IS A YEAR OF DECISIO~. 

23~ Q: IF IT IS A YEAR OF DECISION, THE YEAR IS IN OUR FAVOR? 

24. -A: YES, I THINK SO. DEC~DEDLY.• 

- .----=-~-·· 
PA,&£__4.--R 2-051--07-.3--UslCLA~U~ 

25, THANKYOU, SIR. 
BUNKER 
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BACKGROUNDBRIEFING 
I • 

I -~ 

Saigon, So~th Vietnam 

• ,rv,,.arch 6, 1968. /. __ _ 
. . • ______---- ___,.._,.,._ 

VOICE: Ladies and gentlemen, I thought that since the 

dust had settled on the battlefield and the_~moke had ~lmost 

cleared in the field of corr~at--although coniliat 5ontinue~-~it 

might be helpful if I discuss the young situation with you~ . .:. 
t. .J • 

. I would li_ke,. as I go into my discussion, to consider· 

this background, non-attributable. And then I will entertain 

questions, and, during. the course of the questions, I will ans':..;er 

the questions as a· senior· military· official, unless I specify to 

the contrary. 

1· find this little blackboard helpful in saving words, 

describing the situation. I'~ sure you recogn~ze it as an out-

line ·of South Vi~tnam, divided between the three and four active 

zones. The dots being .the major cities--Cam.bodia, L3os, North 

Vietnam and Thailand. 

As I reconstruct the enemy's strategy, which.I think 

as planned following the death of N_guyenChi __T1:_an,wh_owas-· ______ . 

killed or died back in Julyp las_t year,· 1967. The leadership in 

anoi decided to change their strategy and instead of pursuing 

a war of attrition, they decided to make a major military·psycho-

logical attack. 

I belieye that they had concluded.that time was not on 

their side in the purs~it of a war of attiition,. of a protract~d 
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• It·•·s interesting that_, having made this -decision as I. 
j·. 

rec9nstr':19t the situat.ion, that t_heir propaganda continued tq 
. .· ! . . .. . - . ; . . . -. . - . : . .. .. : ·,· 

talk abou~ 
- .. 

a protracted_ 
. -- - . 

war, wherein 
. -

th~y 
. --_·. 

would 
. 

w_ear _us down not 
. ... 

only physically but also· wear do\•m the ·will of the people who 

support our efforts . 

. I believe that this campaign ·was conce!,ved in two 

'l'he first phase starte·a near the end of October a1,.1.d.;.~. ., . 

·ontinu.ed into Novemper.· As you reca~~' on the /irst of November, 

the Government--·the new Government---was inaugurated~ President 

Thieu installed. Ther~ were a number of dignitaries. in town from 

the free world countries at the time, and by-initiatintj his first 

phase at that time, he captured the headlines-~or hoped.to capture 

the headlines from the political progress·. that was manffest by 

the inauguration of the n~w government. But at the same time he 

had in mind certain military objectives. 
\ . . 

You'll recall the battle of Dak To, which.in my opinion, 

was designed to take over Kon Tum Province. He had sufficient · 

strength there, according to his·plans to do so. You'll recall 

the battles around Loe ~inh ..?:, Song Be and Bu Dop and these were 

designed to control Phuoc Long (_?) ,.Phuo~ Dinh {?) and the northern 

part of Tay Ninh, W~r Zo~e c. 

This would set the stage for preparations for the 

second phase. 
During. the interim RF /PF outposts 

• :1.. .... iu-.:. _,,.:~i..r... ~ h t d ', • ....1- , 1 ~ • '--1 ,.....' ( ~~x~+ e concentra e on ~..x~x..~*X)(;.gx.x,x~~ 

and. a ttempt~d to recruit in the cpuntryside to fill up his de- ...' 

oleted ranks, and his ranks had indeed been depleted over the 
• 1 

I 

https://x~x..~*X)(;.gx
https://which.in
https://hoped.to
https://ontinu.ed
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~eriod of the pre ·ous years, and he was hav· J very serious re-

rulting problems. 
I ' 

. i .. ·/· . 

_During this peri9d of time he initiated a m~"jor cam-; 

paign a_long the coa.stiin/of· the southern I Corps·, namely/ in 
J_ \ • ·•~;:. ,.

: ... 
Quang Ngai (?) Provi~ce and 9~~ng Tinh ··(?} ·Provi~c~. ·=• 

• Thi~' ~a~ designe-~ to hopefully divert forc:es as. I re-
... L . . . . , • 

construct the situation from the DI•2 area; in other words, force 
. . • :--· :_~. • .· .. 

a concentration of forces_ in this part.ic,ular area· (indi~atin9) • 
. . • •• ~ • • • • ~.: .J : . : 

. . 
in Southern I Corps, and distract our attention from _the buildu~ 

which was already starting up in the DI-'2. C4rea. .. . 

His Phase II was s"tarted at Tet_, and which~as supposed 

to be coordinated and which was not in that the VC a_nd the North 

Vietnamese forces in the II Corps area jumped of{ one day ahead 

of those in the III Corps. This was a major undertaking as histor-1 

has reported. It involved the infiltration of the cities for. the 

. public . . 
purpose o f crea t 1.ng a~~ uprising. He had prepa~ed his ·plans 

1• 

very well in that regard to include his propaganda themes. It 

included the assassination or kidnapping of senior ARVN officials, 
military 

and he had hoped that he could intimidate a number of the·fcommand-

ers to defect their entire·units. 

He used to infiltrate the cities in'the main, local 

forces; some main forces ·however we.re utilized, and some North 

Vietnamese troops·, approximately 30 per cent we feel, of the 

initial force were North Vietnamese. 

Howeve_r, the percentage .of North Vietnamese was far 

greater in I Corps and II Corps t~an in III and IV Corps. 

ARC 
• r 



1 His 

.. _,: 

mai. 
- ~ 

force 
~ 

units 
he·· f1eld 
b~¼>!xback in (. Jer to· iollorw up 

. q. 

f . -._-·2 is ... expe~ted su~c-es~es: in his first wave. It was _.interesting to 

_, • ··3· note that ~e ConCentrated on ra:di0 stati·o~s~ .communicatiOns Cente; 

} , ' 4 · oli~e aJ· AR~N >h~a~CluarterB~ ••H~ avoided· the· destruction.-·i~ ."the· 
- . . . 

.r •, ·• 

.';:: •• '5 main of b·;idg~t•~cnd utilit_ies beca{t~e he exp;~·ted to uSe those • 
. . . 

-:He pre~ty much left u. s. tr~ops··~1~~e.!n copnectio~ 

. ·_ .. 7 ith his initial -assault, because he wanted· to-·gi,ve credibiiity_. . . 

... 8 to his· propaganda campaign that the Americans were not too:~tu}}:lappy 

· - 9 about ~his beca m~e they were interested i_n a c9lli tion gove_rnment·, 

10 and he ma·ae c·onsidernble capital o~ this propaganda· campaign. 

11. Of. course, his psycholog ica 1 war. camp?tign, • warf?re cam-

12 I?aign, th.at started well before Phase I and continued until Phase 

.\ 
j 

13 II s_tarted, played the theme of a collition gover~1ment. This had 
.. Chieu Hoi 

1.4 quite an impact on the d~fection rate, the ~~~~~~~~ rate, 
. . 

15 beca\.1se if there was going. to be· a collition government why should 

. . . 
16 an individual join the government forces~ 

17 and wait for deyelopments. 

18 • . And of co.tirse· another element of this psychologi;~i-- _ • -... . . . ... . 
·: .. 

19 war campaign which was focused at American public opi~iorl' ·was t~'- • 

20 stop the bombing. And, of ~ourse, he attracted a n_umb~r of_ un-
. , 

• ~ittying .' . . 
·2J x~ citizens to this particular pro~aga~da_ theme to publicly 

_ . have 
22 support and if th~ bombing_ had been stopped it would/facili_tated 

23 his campaign. Of course, there .were ats~<1n the propaga.nda arena 
• . .:.. ~-~~- . . if 

.-24 at ~hat time, you' 11 remember, --announcements were made that/ the 

were 
25 bombing x:osc stopped, it was not a question of whether Hanoi _migh 

. but that • _ 
talk;/Hanoi.would-talk. 

:-ARC 



___ 

I • •• 

.• •. •. 1 Now, in __l).e Highlands,. the~e was. a pecial purpose to 

•• 2 the attacks, at Konb.1·m.-1City,· El~:j.ku; artd~ B".ln Me Thuot. There was• 

. • . a tta c·k . . · - . f Kh• 3-· a special t:o the ·«?{~&~across tl1e.DMZ, the overrunning o e 
\.. .. . ., ~ 

• 1•• ·._ • • -,~ S~n~1; the selzure of Qt,ang -·Tri·. and Hue o ·.:?:;· -✓... 

.. 

'.:··.·. 5 :And as I 
. ·: 

reconstruct the ~ituation. this particular ·cam-
.. ! .. • . 

6 pafgn wa~ _an .important pa·r:~ of .the Phase ~I,r.and dir_ectly as~ociat 

7 ed with the :eff~rt to c.re~te -~ Ek~k upri~ing--iD t!"le cities' ••. .. ·. 

, . in ,the highlands • • 
~y s~ izit~g. the cities ht:g:kR~xx~i$~M'xk in aaditiQnj to 

9·,_·_-:·- -.. th~ public ~p"risi_f!~ ta~ing (?Ver ~~~- government control_ ~~p~r~t_t:S' 

·1.~. the ·enemy would" have br~ug.ht a.bo\.1t ·_ c!·.·de. facto pa~tition of the .-

11_: • -.· ._ country .• ~e holds. k~~~~!l'A~~~thiS~s ~~etty much wilder-· 

2:·.._·'.:_--_,:··.·.lness,. no-rnan 's-1and here. If -he. had taken Khe Sanh, Q·uang· Tri, H e- . . - .. 

.\ 
\, and had been able to.hold.it and· if he haq been able to takei •. 13 

1 

• 14 over l<ontum, Pleiku, and _Bari Me Thu.ot, which he desparate"iy tried 

15 to do, he i,,ould have brought about a partiti~n of the country. 

16 --~The result-~ould have been a situation that existed in 

. .17 Laos in 1954. And regardl~ss of_ the su~cess of.his public up-

18 rfsings, in other parti of the c~unt~y~ he 'llould have established 

19 -~ 
for himself a _very s·trong political and psychological position. 

20 
As I look back over the situation I sa~, again that I1·be-

, .21 
lieve tha·t the campaign in I Corps North--northern I Corps--\'~as 

·22 
planned as a part of the second phase, which started at Tet. 

23 
This was preempted by our air strikes which were massi v 

24~r and which started in the middle of January, and the enemy in 

25-
that ar.ea has not ·been able to get Pimself squared away since, 

ARC 
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l ·._":·<f.-to·t:h~ po:i.nt •• he •. c ld muster the control in, ler to launch an 

- 10.. 

• .·: .' • • 2 a.ttack, th~ t, had-:-tha·t h<? thou9ht had a· reasonable .chance of su~c~s , , 

. . . . . :.-

N_ow, Let m? talk a ·mqme_nt· about the situation t.hat has' 3 
::_... 

• 1\~-:- :.: . ,. . . 
. 1 ~·· • 4 evolved, and· the_re~ults. o:f .thj.s majo}_ c.~_mpaign. 

• • • • • t I • • • • •' • • • ~ ~ • . ·. ·• .•· 
•• _...Fir"st~. st,arting in Norther" I ·corps, -Which we refer to 

-- ... -- ... "-

:~ ·: .::· ·_. :_..6 now a_s I Corps North. ·The enemy did :=s~ize ·H\1e • and it· ~ook ~ome_ . .. . . . 

: ··:: ·7 ti.me· ·to disiodg~ him._ 
" ~- - • 1 ••• 

. . -.,;.;J·.· . . . . . . . . . .:. • . . 
• ·-·': • 8. \mderstand'Why, be_caus'7 of f::he-..-...the Citadel is a formidable forti-

. !~ _;; : - •.-.-. -~.• 

·.:-·:=:.•.-9 f icatione 

11 pe.rhaps ·the eq_uivaten~- of. a -<livisiori. He had .the benefit of 
. . . . . •. . .... 

,,, ~· . :. . 
-.Ji. ve~y poor we2:1the~:,_ {uni1!,teiligi1?··~e) :weathe~, ~hi.ch made it ver_y 

• 
,.t 

-,~ 13 difficult to use. airpower or to use·: even---fly helicopters. He . .. . . . . . . . . :~ 

.. . . . 
14 w_as success~ul in seizing Hue a~-.id ·con~urren~ly he attempted to 

15 seize Quang 'r-~i ·b_ut' was very, very badly defeated at· Quang Tri.· 
I .· 
' . 

. . -. . . , 
16 Concurrently, he. e:xpe-c t~d to _o·verun Khe S anh • 

.17 . -An~. that .. would have·put our t_roops ln Q_uang Tri in 

18 Thua Thien ~- Province· in almos~ an .~ntenable position. 

19 Now I'm sur:e most of you reafize· that these two norther!. 

2 MR-4 .. . 
0 provinces have been under :lf~xxk-xk located at ?Vinh X}O 

. ... 
21 for s_omet.ime. we•v~ haa··any num}jer of prisoner_s tell us that 

22 the Tri ren XX'.-Milit~ry· District, which consists of Qua~g ~ri 
' j 
I 

23 and ·Thu~ Thien 4~ Provinces, are a part of the Southern District 

24 !of North Vietnarn, which is mown as ·the North Vietnamese Military 

25 • District ~~~~~. That is why _th~y•v~:: ignored the·:nemil -

ARC 
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tarized Zone {c9t: :ing) that the·se two provil .. s are. cl pa.rt.of 

North yietnam·. 
• ' 

.. ,_. - .. 
•_. ~nd_ ~hey· frequent-ly refer to Hue as the gateway to South 

. i - . -~ .. : -·. . . . ' - . • • • • . ; . 

vi.et~am. - ~-le ;_~ceived a ~riso~er the_ 6th~r. day -who_ ~eferr·~·a to. 
. .: -· . ~ - . . ~ ..- . - . . ~ ~ .. ( .• 

- , . 
this city Hue as the gateway to South Vietnam . 

..;. - . .. . . 
: In anticipation of this offensive 9ction·whi9h we did 

. . . -· • . . ...·. . . . .. 

foresee and accordingly mc1de • certain logistic pr?parations in the 
.. . . -~ . .. . . 

. . . . 
area ~nd certain troops weie d~ployed from other areas to ;e\pforc~ 

. . . ·• -•. 

• - and •• • · 
I had to think of the co~mand-L""\'.-con t.r:ol arr~ng~ments in I Corps 

North, Quang Tri.-Thtia ·Thien, which becarne--which was destin~d to 

11 -become, in effect, a \·l~r zone. And we do indeed have there a 

12 different type of war going on than we have in the rest of the 
.• ·1 .. 

' 1.3 country; althoµgh there are needless to say some common {?) 

14 char·acteristics. 

15 One of the rnajo-p problems there was ~ogistics and al-

. ' . • . . contiQgency16 thoU:gh we had been anticipating nhis ~~'x&~~~ for well over a 

17 year and had taken certain, made ce~tain preparations, it was 

18 necess2.ry to finalize those preparations. The period of the year 

19 was certainly not opt~mum. The particular area is under the 
. . 

. Third Marin:.e A~phibious Force. Gen 
20 command of the Commanding General of the ti~~/, a man for C shmar 

21 whom I have a very high. regard, as a Marine and as a soldier· and· 

22 as a man. However, as we reeriforced up there and as we proceeded 

23 to make logistic preparations which·concerned considerable engin­

·24 eer ef_f6rt, the complexity. and the expand of control became gre'?-t. 
Third Marine Amphibious Force 

25 er than ·the }{~~~ headquarte·rs could control because they... 

.. 
ARC 
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were c~es igned to· control two Har·in2 di vis ions, nothing mo.re. In . . . . 
. . .. -,,._ advisor to 

addition, of course~ as you know, he se.ryed _as seni~r .(~~ 
. • i . •. . i .~ . . . 
. .. 
~lS~~ Ge.neral Lam: 

: .. :.- .. 
.. "".:- . J • . . - •• •. ; ,. ... ·:. 

-. l. •••... Concerning di~ logistic preparations, wehad not only 
- :. l ·. - : t . • . . . - : :• • • • • . 

l'liarine troops to contrpi. but ·we h~d:_ to--I _had to ·aev_elop a rather. 
• .,:. • - ....•_. -· ; • .. ~ - :.-

. . . • . • 1 . . . ~ • • . 

large Army logis~~c operation. T~e Air ~orce_had _to expap.d thei~ 
. :• .. : 

- -~... .- : •• 

logistic operat~_ohs, and -oi course, the _N~vy thaE -~rovides· a .major 
.... •. : - - ,t . . 

share of the _logistics f?_r the .r-~riries.· 
, • 
. But the n2:'?~ ~ •·s,;ppoih · 

activity reports to the naval component c~mmander· ~ut· the Navy 
. involved. - •• ... , ~. 

was very much :tIDliix~x~ __ .~ :·__,-,·r: 

... 

So this whole act_iv_ity b·ccame. a~. ~oint ~~er.ta)<.ing. I 

had my choice of three courses of. act ion. I could delegate tci 
Gen. Cushman _ . 
~ joint authority, whic·h woulC:1 ·not have bee·n fair ·to him 

. . 
because he could not--he would have deyoted too much of his energ~ 

to this undertaking a_s qpposed to commanding his own troops. 

I could have made the decisions from here and sent up 

by telep~one calls and cables and so forth made the ·appropri~te 

decisions. I rule this out because this is not an effective o/ay 

of making timely decisions~ 

I could have gone· up myself .but with all the ·activities 

here in Saigon and my as~ociation w_ith the Ambassador and· tp.e 

whole scope of my responsibilities this did not seem to be 

prac l;ica 1. 
Gen. Abrams 

So I sent up my deputy ~\:~~, my alter ego, to make 

the appropriate decisions involving all th_e services concerne-d 

ADr" 



.. , •.: .. 
• .. ' 

l ~-dth the ~ogistic . .ouildup in the deployment· o~ troops ·.that had 
'\ .. 
:, .. ·• 2 been progratnined and we ·establ_ished a MACV forward headquarters so 

r . - .. · - - .. 

_ _'3 Gen. :Abrams . 
that ~xxix~' would have a staff to deal with. 

. . i . 
. . . = •. • . . • . . . • . ,,--. • • . .I 

~ 

~ • ·And ·in accordance with my genera-I_ guidance and we were 
~- ..:_}_;5 . . -:- :·. : .•• >.-:_. . . ····,_ • •.. • •. --~- - . . . _:_'.~--~{~ __ 

on the t"elephone from time· to time,: and frequently exchange~ visit;:,, 

Gen. Abrams6 
~->t~k) gave_ the necessary ·instructions to· the· Marines, the·_ 

···--· -~ A~r Force, the t~avy· and to the Army elements that: were moving in 

8
• in order to get ourselves established, ~o that we could deploy 

9 and _support troops ·"·o·f the magnitude that I felt =would be needed. 

10 Now, on about the 10.th of this month in accordi-mce .with 

11 this 
my plan and~ you ha_ve not heard about it before for obvious • . 

12 
reasons, the MACV fo~ward h~adquarter~ will be· redesignated as 

• t. 13 
J Provis.ional Corps Vietnam with the short title of- PROV Corps. 

: · 14 Lt. Gen. Rosson·, 
It will. be comrnanded by ~x:&~~ who has--a t one time t.·1as m~? 

J5 Oregon
chief-of-staff. He activated Task Force t'~l~ which became 

16 Americal 
subsequently the·~~~ Division. He has been commanding 

17 V Nha •Trang 
I Force ~ at ~~"i~~ ~o:,; some period of time. He worked for 

Gen. Cushman Amer~caJ -
~ when he commandE:d the Xi<~~~t1xDivision. He is. junior 

18 

• 19 Gen. Cushman • 
to ~~ and is a· very well qualified soldier and comrrander. 

20 
He will take care of this provisional corps; his staff will b~ a 

21 
joint staff, mainly Army and t'.arine with a fe.,•1 naval and Air Fore 

22 
t officers.,. 

23 V 
PROV Corps X, a provisional corps, .PROV Corps, will be 

24 • Gen. Cushman, Third Marine 
, u_nder the command of ~t~~, _who commands the }{~~~~xAm- • 

25' 
, . 

phibious Force, who has the overall responsibility as my represen a-

.. 
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• • .LV 

• • • • .I • • , 

1 tive for all u. S. troops, ground .troops· in -tue I Corps tactical 
Gen. Cushman 

2 zone. '~~~~~ wi11··~e ser_ving tc:1ctically speaking ··and organ~- _ 
4 

l, 

3 zationally speaking at the fiel<:l: ·army level. This is indeed~ 
• -.i 

4 unique· arrangement,- but al~ost everything in Vietnam -~s uniqu~.-

-
, ··And I've attempted to org?lnize and tailor .this command 

6 not to any doctrine, not t6 any experience ih past ~ar§, b~t to 

7 the situation we face here on the ·grou.~d, which has· ·no ~ist~n~_ical_ 

<.8 precedent. 

9 Now, let me diagram this to 
. 

be sure 
. 

Y.OU understand it. 

-10 •(Pointing to map on blackboard) 

Third MAF Gen. Cushman.11 This is ~~~~~~ and this is ~~ ~ He will have 
. . 

. Prov Corps V ·Gen. Rosson 
12 under him (marking on board) ioc~x~ and U..""lder kkx.~,iq( will 

• 1 
13 be the tactical ground maneuver elements in the area-- the 

Third Marine , . First Cavalry
14 ~~ Division, the ~s±.."t~ Division, and any_ other groun? 

15 tactical _uni_ts that I choose to send up to that war zone. in order 

16 to confront the North Vietnamese Army invasion. 
Gen. Cushman First Marine 

17 A.lso, under ~x12::k~ will be the ~aix:b~ Division, 

18 Americal America! 
and the 1ihx~~~~ Division.· The khtl~k..~ division. He will be 

19 . serving at the field army level with a tactical corps under his 
two divisians 

-20 omm~nd and ~~# under· his command or other elements. This 

21 unit here {indicating on blackboard) will comma.nd ·north of the 

22 Hai Van 
/~ideo Pass, control all tactical ·elements that are in command 

23· · First Mar 
control and management, and he will command directly the· t~~jrn~~ 

Ame rical .24 
and the ~~J<)xDivision, ·which are of course,_ as you we~l know, 

.25 Hai Van 
south of the/ Aideo Pass: 

-.. 

ne 
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11 
1'. 

l • Now, he can adj-us t th1s as he sees fit. He can transfer 
. . _'G~n. Rossori·ts . . Gen. Rosson':i-

I2. - units to ~~:kakRi.."t s .comfl\.3nd or. he can pull units frQm :>£5bol~J 's 

3 con~m-:md and assign· them, or put them under· the opera tiqn bf his........ . .- . .. • ! • 

'.li · . . . . . · .tWO • • ·2;.· •
4I ··.: •.. control~ qf_ these -~~~) d:i.vision lev~l elements, :and as you

I .-
. :· . 

...: • •.. ,·. ·? ..;ell know· he's the. ~ounterpart to th~ CG {:~X35e~ Corps, who is 
. . . . : . . . . .. 

Len Lam . . ARVN First .. {. -·-~ 
• _:<·_• 6 ~~~~ •• -Now the ~½xxx~~ infant;ry division is also north of 

. . • • • . .\ ' 
Hai _Van Gen. Rosson . . -· •. • ., 

·--~,~~:):? the/Aideo P~ss. aµd f--xxx~iJ ·will be working very, very closely 
::_ . •· . . • • .• Gen. 'Trang • . . ARV.N First 

8 i_n ~ay~to~_c1ay _associ~-tion·V?i_th _igxilicb.:-..~ who com~~mds th~ _~ii~~ 
9 di~ision~ who, inci~ent~lly·a~a ~ ~agnificent job during· the·past 

·10 ... ·, . 
severa 1 we·eks. 

"'. ·•·. .•. ·. ·.11 • It is m:t~lan to. a·ctivate this· arrangeme_nt and publiciy 

12 
• 1I announce it on· or a:pout the 10th; .it may be lc1te·r. But I wanted 

I ..
-13 • • • 

you to 1',.r10\v about it now. 

14 ~o~, sinc,e we·have a Marine division here, -and we have 

-15 • · ~ 
an A;tmy divis_ion here,. and we _have some Marines here and sorr,e 

16 Army tro·ops ac'tuall°y· j~st south of Hue (rrarking on board),· you 

17 ca·n see this is indeed. a joint Army-Harine command, with more 

18 Army troops than Marines, or more Army units than Marines, there-
Gen. Ross on • • G·en. Cushman Brig Gen. Flann gan

19 fore ~~~~ commands, but ~~~ has on his staff ~ 

20 0 

• who is his ieputy chief of staff for operations. 

·21 •• Gen. Ct;shman's Third MAF 
And ~~"{~ .staff has been augmented by a number of 

22 
Army ·officers, so that his staff, nlthot~gh_ it will still be 

23 Third Marine Marine Corps 
des ig1:1a ted as the ~Joh."Jt.u..~ a cr,phibious force, >lit~\c staff, 

Gen. Rosson24 
it has been augmented by Army officers. ~~~~~•s staff will 

be--will comprise mos·tly ar:ny but will be augmented by a number 

• r 



. . 
I 

2 

3 

l \ .. -
4.: . "··.··:: 

. ._:-·_; '.. 5 

6 

·7 

. . : ._ ·s 

9 

lO 

l l 

l -
12 

13
.1 

14 

• 15 
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18 
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23 

24 

·25 

. l:l 

f Marinesp with ·a seeding (?) of Air Force and Navy • 

f. •. Nbw, ·by_·virtue __of -~hfs· arrang~~2nt, it has become ·nee-· 
LI ..• 

. ! . . •· ' . . 

essary to 'better- integrate ·.our ta·c tic al air efforts •. 'rhis will be 
•. ··I.·Gen:. Momyer • ••• :~- ., · ;·.-:.··;,:~:. • ·:_·_A.ir 02e;ation.s 

one under t..~x~kr'!:# who _is ~Y-_d~puty comm:inder f~r .~xx3c~x52~ anct 
Mo.myer •••Gen. 

.. x_j.~~}:xx_~~ will be integrating the entire tactical air effort that 
.. 

. . Gen. Cushman Gen. Rosson. 
be supporting ~:~dtzy.x-lfu.}JSXX~"""Xh~i and .. othe~ ~lemlmts of· 

this Corps as_he does in the other field force aieas • 

.. ... 
He wlll • i~t_egra te his total air effort--Air Force-, .,Marin-~-

but.the Marines will still be given close· support by their ·own 

. 
flyers. However, the system that has been deve~(?pe_d which pr(?vide 

.~ 
fo_r integration to a ·better :degree and a more effective degre~. tha 

in the ·past, will provide for Air Forc_e planes to support rt.arines 

if it is expedient to do so. By the same token, Marine planes 

c~n support Army ground troops if they can get there quicker,. in. 

othe1; words, . if. its tac tic_a lly expedient for them to do so. so 

we have full flexib~lity in connection with our tactical air 

support. 

Now I might pause for a moment and see if there are 

any questions as ·to this, and maybe I co·u1a clarify it. 

General on that chart you have there, with General's 
QUEST,ION: ~~~~-~ Cushman and Rosson-, could you fill in 

Gen. Abrams? • 
. Gen. Abrams 

SPOKESMAN: Oh, yes.· You see I sent ~~~~~J:up here 

MACY forward 
t"o :establish: ~~J<N..~~j(. (Marking on blackboard) He went up there 

as my alter ego in order to sort out the joint aspects'of ~he 

logistics,· the . construe t ion; the deployments, to make dee is ions 

1hich could not be delegated to a field commander;· that had to be 

.. .. 
AP("' 

3 
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24 
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• ·13 
. . 

made. either by me· 9r by nry alter ego. And, to assist him in doing 
. .... 

• I 

it, I gave him a staff t"o assist him. It's a long way between . . 
.. 

her"~ and Hue,· as you well ·kn~w. So h~ p~eded a staff.: Now,.there. ' . . . 

was· a second purpose _for, t·hat, • ~nd t}:la~ _\J~s--I did this in order 
. -. . ·: . .. ·.: . . . 

to start·-buildirig this to~p·s·headqu~~ters,.s6 while ~~rving ~~ 
Gen. Abrams • . . , .. 1• 

~~~x in_ carrying out -th~s tunc_tio~ I gel~~ated to him, he was 
.... :...~ • ,I 

building-. t~is Corps headqu.ar~ers and the _headquarters is- almost 
!~ j ~ 0 

b~li~.t -~rid_"i hope t hat." by'the· 10th it will be" the-.:.:tt ~lill pe fully 

constituted~ -well~s-haken down,. so. that it can become immediately 

operatio~al. 
--.

·. ··• . Geri. Abrams 
• And the·n· ,{~~l;.xJ,,~ comes b~c_k here. to Saigon--because I 

· need 'him,· b~cause I. look to him to assist the ARVN, the Vietna~ese 

1-\r~ed For~es,. and his--th~ .pri~ary_._f·t\nction th~t I delegate to 

him routin~lY, is to. wo~k with th_e Vi~tnam2se Armed Forces, and 

· 
he~p • them in every way ·he can._ 

·Gen. Abram 
.. QUEST ION: • In other words ::t,8~~ • s move \•1as just a 

temporary move--

SPOKESMAN: Oh, it was an expediency, just an _expediency. 

It was a managerial expediency,· a managerial expediency, but servej 

another purpose, and that is to get established this corps head-

quarter~, and it had been my plan_all the tiw.e to redesignate it 

as a corps headquarters once it was esta~)lished and when I thought 

the time was ripe. 

QUESTION: ~'\..."'"XX'x Is V for Five? 

https://to~p�s�headqu~~ters,.s6
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No, these were Vietnam •. 

(Inaudible) 
.. :. .-

(Deleted) • 

{Inaudibl~)? 

• SPOKESMAN: l~o, it '·s for Vietnam.··: Vietnam. 

- . 
• . QUESTION: 

S.PO~SI'-1:1N: .Provisional .Corp9,. Vietna~.:·.' ·Yes~ 

QUES'~ION :· • Yes. 

You have created another.corps, however provisional. 

SPOKESMAN: It is provisional, correct. 
. . 

I created· a tactical corps. It is provisional at this 

time, because I don't have the m.1.thority to do anything else. But 

I do have the authority to create provisional _organizations which 

I've·done ~ma number of ·occasions. Usually it's an interim 

measure before they are institutionalized. And say,· authorized 

a~ a bookkeeping proposi!:ion_where you c·ould requisition for 

officers,. et cetera. 

·- . 
In other words, I've taken these officers out of my 

we 're . 
hide and I must say that beginning to feel the pinch:x.x..~~~~ at 

this headquarters, so I 'ye asked for additional authorization of 

Gen. Cushman's 
QUESTION: (Deleted), does that mean :t,~~~~i~ head-

quarters is a ~igher echelon than the other.corps--

SPOKESM.~N: Yes. ·He is serving at the field army level 



• •• • 

l· 

•. 2 

~ 3 .~ .. .. 

•J • •.• 

, .-.· .4 

.. . 
~-: • .. ~--· 5 

... ·6 

·15 
. . He ha~ )ordination of the Corp:. 

and· that he 1 11 be command.ing a c·orps •• i3i~-iti.~~x~ 
• I . •• \ Is that to say the re Is "a 
··QUESTION_:. ~s-~x..~xx:~qq ..:x .. ~ possibi°lity of putting. • . : .field · •• • • field • . . . 

kxxx~ force ·one and xxxlx'x force t\'70.--- at the sarrie level?-:. .· . 
. . 

N.o,_·.no .• ••Let me~~-i~ t me go back! t· 

... :._ . . ... 
_. -··.•. ·Whe;n _I d~s_igne~ this n~ilita_ry o~~anization wh:i.ch is 

. • • ♦ 

'. . . • . . . . . ~ . . 
un_iq~e ·whicl) ·as. you· w~l.l. kn<?w~ a_nd ~npr~cederited an~ t_ailor~d- to 

;.. . 
• • ,~ _? the situatio;1 I ·chose the words "field. force,. ari2l I·· ·crea t~d ~he 

t. . • • . . • • • . . • , • . . . . l'! j : •. _. 

·· -~._.·-:8 term tield_· force_. ·. ·I· knew ~hat under these field force head_quaJ;-
t·r • 

10 that they ·woulcf have. divisfons under theme This was our plan. 

.. . .· .. . . . 
. 11 

~ 

I do ·not choose to. ca 11 them • .-corps, • for· s~ve:-ral reasons • One was 

12 it would have been awk1,•1ard to h?ve.a· set of Vietnamese territorial 
- . 

. . 

14 So. I created the name field force, .because it is a unique arrange-. . .~ 

. .•·15 ment where he· is senior· adviso;c to his counterpart, the VietnamesE, 
, . . I . . , 

16 and he ha_s ~ther respon~ibilities other than thos_e. normally xxvest-
... 

17 ed in a tacti6al corps. But ~e has· those ~esponsibilities also. . . 

the 
As an example he has >f-corps responsibility. Now, also 

19 ·I call them field forces because I ant_icipated the·y might--that 

20 the day might· come when I might want to organize a corps and 

21 subordinate it to one of· the field forces, and I did not want to 

22 get involved in a_ lot of awkward terminoloyy so I created the 

23 w0rd, field force because under a fie.ld force you could put a 

i24 division, you can put a brigade, you can pu~ a corps • 

. 25 
Nm~, it would pe conceivable that-. a · :co~ps could be 

r • 
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I . II 
Thisorganized and put under xx fiel~ .fqrce or x..,~ _ .,t.e ld ~orc;es. 

' is not' contt-!mplated at_. __ this time, but • it could be done and I had 
: . . . .. . ' • . 

. i . •. : . . . . 
this in mind for apy of the corps depending on what the· t~c ti.~a 1 r ~-. . . .• . 

• . ·: . • .. -t:· .:. •. 

qui~emei:its or the ~.ai1ageri~ll requhemEintS; iri othe~ \-i~rd? I concer_n 
j_ • • .. • •• -•• . ·~ .. 

ed with span tx]{ and control • 
. ~-i:" 
:,[', 

.. -J. 
- • 't. • • 

So, the-~e 's no plan to do this, Bill, but_ it~ is con-· 
.. 

: ..: i 

ce·ivable, yes, and·.~,e •1i .ha.ve.--_the1..flexibility~-:· :.:~ "l.' 

0 • 0 • 0 • M, 0 : 00 0 •· 

__ . · .":-.·: -- · . · pr bably 
Q UEsrr lON: I was t.~ond~ ri~19, we got_ into. --~his • wha t5 y~u/re 

this problem • ••• • 
call :x&rn:~'xx~~ of integrating the air in Korea.:...~ 

... 
S POI<F-.:;s1-.,1:~N:Yes. Yes. -

_QUESTION (c9ntinuing): ~.-.and· I guess everybody.-knows 

the a1:·guments and irrita ti"on;-_ ... the del~y for me thing - -
~ ~ ~ . . ~· 

SPOKESMAN: Yes. 
'· ·is this going.to cause 

QUESTION_ {continuin.g): -·-and so on, that :,l~)e{x~k 
any delay up the~e? 
~~ Has this been avoided up there? • 

SPOKESMAN: This has not. I d9 not fore~ee any pro-

blems whatsoever in this. As.a matter of fact, it's going to giv 
_ -support for 

us--it's going ~ogive mo~e flex.ibility for/the Marines, more 

to support
flexibility x®X the Army troops; it will be by far a better 

arrangement. 

QUESTION:· Is it going to be handled~-I believe in 

common • 
Korea it was· a ~~~ tactical control center ·that all 

requests for strikes had to go through--

•SPOI<ESM."I\N=- f-1e11, we 11--I te 11 you this is a very com-

plex thing. There are all.types of ~trikes. The pre-planned_ 

ADr' 
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s~rikes~ The pte-~lanned strikes wi~l b~ ~rc_~~sed through a 
.. . . traggcd .. 

control center wh.ere· .. the_y'.11 be ~;_::gocx..On th:e irnmediates, 

immediates can be-~wi).1 be a~ailable to the Marines at ~n_y time • 
-·1 

On ¢liver ts, the diver ts c_an come f rOm., t-h~ Air· Force, · they. -~an com: 

In 6ther w9rds, if we got a plan~
·. : . . .. • . • 

heading towar.d North Vietnam and the }1arines · need a strike and 

. • • · . • liapp~n ·to • : • •.. 1 . 

they don't /have an ARVN airp~ane in the air, tliat p~ane ·ca·n be 

.. 
It gives us. far more flexibility. Arid it 1 s no major 

.• . 

They_ 

will, in -the maln, in gen~ral, the .Marines wili be s:upported by~ 
. . . . . ·. • ' . . . . . . 

• ••• •!. 

their o~~ piiots,_ but they can b~ in ~n·emergeiici oi under: un- _· 
-. . . .. : 

usua~ circumstance_s the systeni_, ...-i~ so f_lex_ib~le_. youcan bring in 

Air Force. f .. : _..f/f 
By the same tok~~ ·y~;:···~ouid bring in Marines to··support 

• First Cavalry. ·, . . . 
the ~~~. After ~1~:,· they're up ~here;· too. In other words 

it 1 s ag~~n a manageri"al ar.rangemen·t a_nd one. desig~ed· to provide
•· . 

for flexibility. 
. ·. 

QUEST.ION: • ~~~ Two Viet Generals being discussed ere. 

•Gen. ·Trang_ Gen. Trana 
SPOKES.MAN: . }{~ No, ~:XX.~~ will be under 

Gen. Lam Gen. Lam 
the command of ~~t', but. ~ce~f will no doubt ask him to 

in · -
work -&R •c·lose coordination with x6dec.~~4 Gen. Ros son. 

SPO.l<ES!~N: Corr~ct. Nm•r ,. I am ·glad you brought that 

'up, because I 

.In 

neglected 

I Corps, 

to mention 

Gen. Cushman 
x!.~x~~~ s ti 

this 

11 

. 

has the 
cords, 
S<:filill..~ responsi-
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Gen. Lam 

bility· on· the· U. S. side. ~~'9 _has the RD and -the adminis-
• '. I •. 

. i . - _· •• ·: · - -- - Gen. Rosson . . 
trative re:sponsibilit;.y. In other words, X\'q~~i{f pas a tactical 

command. • ~ow/. i~. ~dd~ ti~n:. •£.t~'1;'~~. the log~- tie· lo9is tics 
. . . 

are pretty well squared a·way now. Divison of labor has been 
-

wor~ed out, and.all the services are involved in this '.l,.ogistic • 
- ' • • 'lo •• .: 

Ben~ Cushman 
complex, but -~2~ now ha~. the job ·of insuii~g ·coord~nation . 

of thi· • • • • Gen Cush~an • • • - • . . · 
5 Ncit.,;, fortunately, tck~~~-,r has got a deputy who~.e .,, 

. .. ., .. 
· • - G-4 with the U.S. Marine Corps. . 

former assignmcn~ wap the xldoc.x~T{~~. ~e's an expert logistician, 

and he will be spending most of his time on logistics to ins·ure 

coordination of all of _the logistic elements, Army logistics 

for t~e A~ri1y, .Marine .and Navy supporting the Marines tr.oops, et-~ 

cetera. 

QUESTION: •{Inaudible)? With the ·battle going on Gen. Rosson 
• · · . • would be in command? 

. SPOKES!~N: (No_ response) 

• QUESTION: (Deleted), I wonder if you coul~ go-~··. - ': ~:.~, 

• SPOI<ESM~N: Let me s_ay-­

QUESTION: Yes. 

SPOI<ESMZ\N: --in passing, can you imagine the difficult· 
that Gen. Cushman . agency. 

with i:x~:h~ would have. w~thout haying a control ii~~ 

2° Couldn't do it at pa Nang and wi~h all the other responsibilities 

21 
he had his span of control would be completely out of reach. 

. .22 
QUESTION: :{xd~~--'}xx If a battle is going on a ound 

Danang say instead of the DMZ, Gen. Ros son would be in charge? 
23 

~POKESNAN: No. -~~m~Rs the responsibility~ ~n y-for 

' • Hai Van •24 
the tactical units. north of.Hue, north off Aideo Pass. i~ 

QUESTION: If the
25 

. main battle is below that line ~~~ Gen. Cushman.is in char e? 

https://Cushman.is


l 

19 
.. 

• 1 
• ' i 

. . . . . t . • • . . . : : . . • . ·. . 
• • . ~ 2 to ~im foi; the battle Quang Tri-T_hua Thien. Now if the battle is 

I .Gen. Robertson_ . . • • 
0 ' · :,.,t -. : - ,_ ~ Di vi$io.n . ••• ___ • 

· •. 3. in· Quclng 1-1am,.-~:~;:_::.;---:·~·/w~o_·commands th~).stJY.1~!..~::-~"l_reports tq 

f. ~ <)4him and iights .ti{at battle~.-~ If the battle is in Quang·~J~iaT:3J~p~=c_u§J~):',. 
. -- . . - . 

• --- • 

·: ._; . !-i \~~Q __(.:.9_~~~~~4;:th~ :Ame rical Divis ion_~ 

----- __ __________ _____ __ _;__ __· . ...;..._ __,_..,..
• . . ·-··. -·--· 

. . . . .~ 

. ··----··--··-------· ·-.··-~-- _· __ -· -- . -·-··----_·---·---- . -------------·-----~~- J·~.-~ .. --.-••· 

..• 8. QillSTION: . --can you tell us--some of :us have been·. to . . . . . . 
:-

9 Khe Sanh, and we're a little distur~ed by the state.of the en-

10.trenchments. I ~onder.if yo~ could tell us a little bit more . 

· fl about the planning· that led _to the establishment of the garr~son 

12 in Khe Sanh. I went there once, I think two days after you dldin 

. . . 
13 ---~~~pL-:-_-~:6f-~2~nda capta~n sa.id you had your eye on it· then, a Special 

• 14 :!°_iici~----~~-camp~ And I'd like to get a little };>ackgrotmd on hm·-1 
It" • • 

l5· the decision was mad~ t·o go in there in such strength when it had 

.16 been s6rt of wea~ly held, and, secondly, why wasn't it built.up 

0 

17 a lit tie more physically- n;~ac t ion to incoming, ·-'~~(~~may-·be~a~jr_~) 

18 and,· a little more ba~kground on· why the ene~ysort of hasn '·t gone 

19 in there, given the terrain and so on.· 

20 SPOI<ESM~N: Well, I 1 11_ have to address it. briefly be-

21 cause I'm going to have to meet· the __ALu,ba~sad_o·r_in about 45 minutes 

22 and that-'s a lot of material to cover, but .w"~T1i.~~s1_~~l~J~ briefly. 
. .23 _Khe Sanh, of cour~e, has been an ou_tpost for some ·time. 

24 It is an important outpost .... If _it wasn't an important outpost, 

25 
certainly we wouldn't have reenfo~ced it. But it becam~ evident 

https://built.up
https://onder.if
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1 that the ~nemy had designs ·on· :i.t.. The extent 9f the_ reenforcement 
•, .• ··'.. ·.• . . Cushmari who_. 

2 !las deterr:nined by _9eri./ __ ________ the respionsibi~ity as the-_--.-- had 
,:,.-.... 

There.was one battalion there and this.was 
• .r"l • •• 

:- .. j -r:. 

• • 4 reen'fo~~ed o·;er ~- pe-~iod. ·of· time- ·_~o -it~ ·presen_t 1~-~~l_i 

Once _th_e t~oops~~:>ved in,.:• th~-y pr'?ceede~ ~p dig. in/ 
•. . • .: . ·! . ,it.. '· 

· .·_.:. 6 .Now, ·,:ho,v-_.·._fast • ~hey ctug • in_,·; of course, • is the re_spons ibility 
•. ~ :...~·.· .•• :_;. 

. . 
7 of the local comrnander. .The· tra!lsportat'ion of mat;e~ials in there· 

..--.,:. .. 
.. . .... ; -'. ·s was no problemo It is fundamental militiry doctrine that one 

. . 

9 digs in when one fortifies, and I 've--I know· that it has been the 
.. •; ~ . 

• 10 intention of ana_oen-:1'l~~gt0in and. th~y are dugc;en.~~c-ushman dig 

. - ..
11 in4> 

••• -·~: '. t" ... 

12 They didn't have mechanical ·equipment to a'o it w·ith, 
' ... 

13 no. The enemy's reenfC:>rcem-2nt: with .several divisi~ns of course 

14 We did receive some prisoners that gave ·us indications of· this 1.:-= 

15 reenforcement,· but ~e( didn • t knrn-l--thc reenforcements could ha;_e 

• 16 g~ne to the Hi~hlands o~ they could have g~ne to Saigon, or they 

17•• could have gone anywhere. It was not my desire nor the responsi-

18 ble commander on the scene's desire to reenforce that area until 

19 we had judged the enemy's intentions. And then to reenforce it 

20 with what we consi°dered ·the minimum essential force • 

. 21 And this was. done on a very timely bas.is •. NowI the 

22 enemy's plans have been set back. He intended an offensive in 

23 my opinion to overrun the place and by virtue of his massing he 

24 exposed himself to multiple-. ··air.strikes in·· .the area and 200 secon~-
-- --:···:- --- .---';"~-

. 25 
ary explosions, many of course,. the B-52 s·crikes have been at- '. 



---------- -----

• • 

.21 

ight under zero-zero conditions-~ . 

! 
QUESTION: 

: . SPOKES!-~N: 2,000 secondal:y exploJions 

f •. 

and of ·coUrse·,.· 

- .·.. . . 
~hen the bombs were dropped. i think the enemy has, ~ad· gr~a~ 

.• -. 

difficulty get ti~;-- themsel~~s. set for this--·fo·r this final assault 

. . --
and I'm not·suggesting_:-··le_·,won't try it. i•·m-·sure he realizes 

the risks.involved. He has ·aiye_rtecl ci number of ~~oops to:~aii~ 
. ::. 

~-~~~~~-~!E~-~-~---:·of area and of course h~ 's expo~_~a--h"i~seli a~~-ord·-the 

..' .. . .·.ingly. 
.: . "'\ 

The area is important and has _.amot~r;bl~ ___•__•.__road that 

.. 
goes in from Laos, that went out to Khe Sanh. He could move wheele 

····----- -··.
•.•____•__·_ arti~lery, tanks, rockets; rnaJ(e a logistic base on that 

-
plateau, and province in my opinion can be ulti-:~g~~~n~i~~~f=-~-~-~~=-: 

rrately untennable. 

.As far: as Quang Tri Province i~ concerne~, and the.-:·· 

d_efenses there of Khe Sanh, is important. 

. Now, I'd like to just cover a few other things so ·we' 11 

have .ti_I!_l~__for_ questions. 

_-, Now, as I review the e~emy's c·amJ?aign I think his in-

telligence \'-ms faulty in. two respec.ts.. He had .been. led to ·believe 

that he.-could create ai---~ __P~P-U.~...:.__ :---~--= uprising. -·--- ---·---·-
. . 

He had been led to believe that the morale and fighting spirit in 

. nam 
the _ armed forc·es. was low, . and that they could ·be ~efea t:ed_Y~et/_· ___ 

. fought well. 
or persuaded to defect. The fact is the-Vietname~~/There are ~ery 
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. ~·The- enemy ·as of _midnight la~t • night has· lost over 50,000 
... 

· .3 o.eople. A·~a ·1 c\:msid~r· this :_a r~asonabiy v·alid statement,. (?) •• 
. : ~ .. - .. ·. ·: ~ . . - -J • : 4 rhere ·11.ave· be~n 9uc~tions_ a:sked, "Well, -~~ow in the world if it's 

•.·· 

· <· :-· .. .-5 ?q.! J i"3-?'~..'. And that ha.ppens ·to be ~he figure. Well, if you•re 
:: ....- . ~. 

. - - -__·__ _·.: . . •. . ~ • ! • . .•. 

•6 going ~o _d_eal_ in ~t~,tisti_ci:-.: you have to. deal .. in defin_itive numbers. 

• ~--7 You have to have a diciplined syster~ that comes i.n with numbers, 
. • .. j 

• • _·(: _B. any ·number~-, - and a_dd it up~-. 

- 9 INm~·, • I m not tryiI?,g t·o sµggest • by any means that there 

• lO_were not .su.ppor_ters. in that group . 

. 11 • men
well appreciate, the·~~- were a number of very· young/, maybe 15 to 

.• ... 

•12 20. per cent. teenagers·, scraped up~ . 

13 J:-:~:=~~--~·:.:_•:.. ~~·: giv~I'?- arms;· and pushE:d into battle. There 

14 ,ere a number of these. 

15 As a matter o~ interest, these enemy casualties amount 

. ·' 
•16 ! 

to 87 p~~ __cent of th~- total enemy_ kil_led ·in·_ 1966 ·and· 56 per cent 

17 of· the· totai enemy killed according to our records in 1967. The 
. . . . . . 

18 nu'rnber • of weapons that c.vere captured were large. 16,609 indivi-

19 dual weapons, 6,255 ~-~-~~-s-e~~;:e~---=weapons. in as of midnight last 

20 night. 

21 •. Weapons amount to 88 per cent of the total weapons 

22 captured .. in • 66; 53 per cent of the total weapons captured· in 196 7. 

23 
Now, as we look to the future it appears ton~ that the 

·24 • . 
contest is one of rebuildir,;, f·orces,,. a -me~ber of my staff _repor"ted 

:: .. -·· . . . -
25. 

yesterday when we were discussfng the situation in the battle to 

ARC 
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23 

rebuild. And "de wish to s_ay the enemy has "th~ f-;-~midabre·- task 

•. 
in recruit ~ng to rebuild his forces. _The re I s evidence he's· at-

j"
·1 
I 

. · or 
tempting to round up·a11 the manpower he ·can by persuasion/at the 

... .. . -.. ... . 
ooint of a 

f gun· in the cc;,untryside . I'v~~no d~ubt .he ~ill con-. 
North 

tinue to· move to the South numbers 9f Nietn3.mese troops. 

. . 
It was noted during the campaign some o"f the!North 

.... . 
Vi_etna~1ese are young ?tnd not ·well trained because of the'haste 

~! J a.of preparing troops for this major camp~_ign. 
.; , 

As far as the .-ARVN is concerned,,they!te working hard ·to 

racover.:their losses. Vietnamese ground. forces s~ffered a~mos~ 

10,000 casualties, but ·so-far they have been able to provide 

over i4, 000 replacer:nents. These are f_igure·s that have been 

gathered by my staff for me that sho~·JS the losses. suffered by the 

divisions and the nu~ber of replacements that they're receiving. 

·You '-11 note the· 1st Divisionsuffered very heavy losses, 

. . 

becau~e they bore the brunt of the battle in Hue. _But they have 

been able to _pr.9vide over _2, 000 replacerr:ents for them. 

Now this ~;anpowe_r is being provided by a nufl".ber of 

sources. The men in the reserves were recalled. And rr.en--graduat ·d 

men from their training centers early. The~ were giving them a 

13-week training p~ogram. Na..., they're giving them a 9-week trai!l-

• g progratn and $ome of these even had less than that, during th_e 

last several weeks when manpower was important and they° cleared th 
. that_ 

1-?=aining centers to fill up the ,units. Their labor units/were 

s tablished about a year ago primarily for deserters have been 
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given arn:..r1esty and returned. to duty. and as a matter of fact son~· of 

the mi'lita~, j~ils h~:7;=_·been_ e_mJ?t.ied in ord~r to pr9v.ide the man--. 
. i. 

pa"'ier. 
. .

• l, • • 

As far· as the. fu"7l?F ~ :·~ are co~cern_ed, 

. . 
would say our reports fro"m the field which are not _c_cmclu~~ve,• 

are that most of othe RF co~panies· are. int~ct and. ol?· _thei~ ··P·~-t-;. 
-

.-_:._:~~~~=---~~----~-.--.:~~:Andthey have in gene~al, fought :-,But.... -tj,e·r~·~·\•~e.11~_,· 
. . ~: -·_.. 

66 per cent of the popular forces are at their posts .• ..._.-Som@ate 

still in provincial towns and c·itieso Some of the ·posts are over- .. 
killed or captured. 

run and _rp.~~b~J;_f!>_L_______About 60 per cent of the ~=-~=--~---·cadre are 

reportedly their P<?sts. 
. . 

The training centers are now beginning to operate a~ain • 

Of the nine national training centers sorr.e of them· have resumed 

training. The ~=~·~;training:. c~nter which is nearD~;;g)5_a. Rue 

~~-~-=--=~-~---=-~ · -has been severely dam?.ged, in other words the .- - :------~ 

facilities have been dan~ged in the fighting to the point" where 

some recons-truction is in order· before they can starting training 

those troops again. 

And the ranger--the unit training center at Trung Hoa, __ 

north of here, which ·is ready. to ·go as· s_0_011as a_R,ang~r __baJta)~q~~-~~---- •• 

can be made· available. 

. Seventeen of~the 24 ARVN schools have resumed- full or 

parttirne training. Those schools that have not resu11ed training 

- --· ·-· --~ -·-· - ··---··--. 
la.re the administration; finance school; the· C&GS -·-_ __1. __ 

college,· the intelligence school, the iog~:>t·ics school, the nationc'll 
... 
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lefense college, the full \·.rar col~ege and the quarterma~ter 

' •school: . .·1 . - • :- • . - . ·- _....: - .. +. . -. ... --~-

tur of •th~ 10 di~~siori tra~~~:-~g centers h~v~ r_esumed 

operationso • • , . ··. _ • .:-': 

.. 
Popular forces--8 of the ~7 popu~ar for~~ training 

centers have resum2d training and more are being-ac~ivated every 

..... !. __.,. 

Air· Force and Marine centers have resumed norrr..a1::tfain-

. - - . 
i. ng as- well· as the t·hree Uavy training centers •• And the CIDG 

training centers, .ftv~_o~~}:l_p-se -- -· ---·.are conducting normal tr.aining. 
""I. • : -

According to·ou~ present count, this 623,000 refugees 

-who-·have· been crea_ted by the Tet agg1:ession; 72,000 homes de-

stroyed. Ten cities received major damage through battles =-ih~t-~. 

ensu·ea:·-~-~(List given but too fast to be recognized.) 

In some way the· best. analogy that comes to my mind 

events 
from history and I revie\~ed f.n£_r _--~in the last sever.al weeks, 

i~ tha~ C?f the B~ttle of the. Bulge,, initiate? by the Germaris on 

16 December 1944. ':!-'he Ge~rnans -~chiev-ed surprise at that time 

to counter their succe_sses.:required major redeployment· o f u. S. 

forces,, in reaction. Many of yo_u wer~ there. So was I. I know 

{deleted) was ther_e~ 

It. was!.. about seven~.week? later before things were back 

to nor ma 1. 

We'r~ on our sixth week now and things are getting back 

to norrral in this co\LT'l.try. It will take some time to recover fror1 

... 
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. . - --- . --·,. ~-----:~---· 
the da_mc1.gcwe_infl_i_<;~e_q.. _ 

•.,But I Im very h~c1rtened abou_t th~ progress that's being 

. ·· ....... ..ma<;'le• - . - .. : .. 

·Now~ _with: ~hat g~nera_~ sumrr~~-~:'··1 -wi_ll ente·rtain 
... 

• ... ,, 
I specify to the contrary. 

. . 
QUESTION: -{Deleted) 1 I wonder. if you _could go back to 

has--beca:use he did not c<;>mmit so many of his main ~orce in NVA 

units--\.;hat is his _capabiiity now. We get thinking about a thix·d' 

'/,ave and a second wave. 

SPOKESML\N: I don't be~ieve -t~he. enem~ has any great 

capa~~lity to resume a major offensive action in the near future •. 
I 

been hurt, he's been hurt badly. Obviously from the losses 

I just announced· to you. He's tired. His logistic efforts 

ere a~equate to supp~rt his campaigns thus far, but there is 
is . . 

evidence-·heT developing logistic problems. 

He will continue, in my opinion, to try to spoil the 

oun"tryside, h3:vi~~-- t;aiied to take _over the ~ities--not to be 

nexpe~t€d~-:w~~,;~e.ntratE! on the RD,RTPF.>UtpostS, ~-r to s.ecur~ 
.• · •. ::i'·~·/ · · · ., · · • • 

control in the .,-eountrystde, interdict line·s of communication and 
~- ·._·... ·---.- ;•:-~ .:../:;:_-.-.'• ; 

.. . . 
to accu.mulat~. m:1npo\'1e~ to fill his depleted ranks. He will con-

tinue standoff rocket and -mortar fire.~gain~t the populated.areas 

for the purpose of hopefully keeping the troops fn and around the· 

populated areas;keeping the people nervous, suggesting that he is 
.. 
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. . . 

, 1 r tronger t_han he re~ lly_ is •. 

•. -. :2 

5 his next big ·battleground. 

6 VOICE: Another t~-y in Hue •. • 

' .•• 
,• 

7 - SPOKES.MAN: Yeah e - :.,; 

•. -_ 8 ·And I don't rule out an attack again~t Khe Sanh,~:but my 
- . 

·- · 9 i:JprP.s_sion is he has· greate:r.•.interest in Hue:_~Jh~!l_!~-Kli~-~i3:~~t.!l).J..s~· 

QUESTION: He may ~o both? 

12 

13 Now, he has also some interest in Quang.Tri'. And he 

14 has forc~s ~p ih~re to·~ .point where he could attack, but of cours? 

•.• -15 the risks will be great. · 

16 I don't think hr--I don't believe his plans visualize 

17 that he will be able to d~pl~y troops and develop the· forc~s 

18 that have been possible. We have capability and further reen-

19 forcement if required. 

20 QUESTION: Immediately after· the Tet offensive you·gave 
., 

21 very slim chances on the enemy's not attacking Khe. Sanh {inaud-

22 ible}. What dq you think of cha_nging that op~nion? 

. 23 SPOKESMAN: Well, of course, myobjective was that he 

24 ot ·attack it. What I think I said was, I think that it was ·his· 

25 plan, his intention to attack, and it was, in my opinion Theo. 

Aor 
t' 
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fact that he· hasn't attacked it .is beca\lse of our counteractions, 

our preempt~ive actio-~s through the. use of _our firepower, and that•-; 

the on~y reason in my opinion he ·hasn't attacked.As I said before 

I don't rule out an attack in the futur~·.-

•Qu~STION: 

emptive measures that you've taken in the area, that the enemy 

--·------·---- ·•·•• ------ . . i •

still ~9-!1,~ged to trench right up to the outer wire. :..~ - _...,.... . . 

SPOiillS_J,1Alil: He has dug some trenches toward the base, 

and he's had· a number of ·enemy·ktlled in.those trenches too~ 

He witl continue in my opinion, to entrench. I don't 

think--he. hasn't given up his objective. I think his leaders,hip 

is· d:r;:-iving him hard to ~cc~mplish his objectives, but the··,,,eather 

is now--well, let ~s put it this way: the bad weather is, has 

..
been in his favor except we have been able to run air str'ikes 

' 
without the benefit of visual conditions, but as the weather im-

proves and we have had bet.ter days d~ring 
r 

the past week than we've 

had in• t h e previous• mont h . .we can get,visual ·strikes in and he 

1a· wi'll. become far more vulnerable than he's been. 
,

19 . QUESTION: -Irrespective of r:nilitary syste_ms, (inaudible) 

20 psychological and political (inaudible), there •·s ~ gre~t deal of 

21 _feeling t·hat we had to some way change the p~ychological and 

22 political (inaudible} ·military action. Can you address yourself 

• • 23 to ·that- problem. 

24 
SPOKES.MAN: I think it was basic to this campaign, was 

25· 
a psychological objective, and I agree with yo"u that he has achie\ed 

APr 
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1 success in that rr;;-;,drd but now that the dust .t.c.1ssettled I think 

--·. 2 that _succ~sf is not as great as it was apparent tvio week~ ago. 
. i . ~ - -
• rJ,'he Vietnamese are r~ady, willing and able to go on 

, I. . ·. . . -- .' ·-· d. , ;
I . 4-the of fens:i ve.. _They' re reconstituting t·heir force_s, their str~ngt 1 

-: •• 5 is being built up as I indicated a moment ~go and they--th~y•re 
.. 

6 m21.d. 

They're capable.of going on the offetisive and in my 

8 pinion will. 

. . 9 QIBSTION: • (Deleted), the relocation_ ·of significar1t 

10 numbers of American troops up to th~ northern provinces ana·the 

ll • ertain weakening in other parts of th~ country, what do you see 
I . 

. i •• , 12·-1 ., . re the long-run results if the situation continu~s? 

13 SPOKESMAN: We haven't materially weake~ed other parts 

f the. cou.~try. • ·1_1ve had_ to redeploy tro~ps from other areus, 

ut not at· the ex_;,ense o·f. incurring any major risks ·in· other areas 

16 Q~STION:. Well, significant numbers of troops have 

17 left th,:: central::towns and you haye the _1st Air_Cav.up north now. 

18 oe~~~t this sort of create a vacuum for the 4th division· 
-·-- - . 

19 till there? 

20 
. SPOI<ESNAN: I think we .'re in ·good s·olid _shapefn the 

21 Highlands.~- ___ : __ ·-·-----.-------
. . 

- --- --- _.._ ___ . __ . ----·--·-·-----

22 
SPOKESMZ\N: Come again? 

23 
QUESTION: How many ene,my troops would you e·stirra_te are 

24 
round Hue? 

25 
SPOI<ESt~N: Around Hue? 

ARC 
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QUESTIOl\ Yes.· 

• SJ?OKESI--f4N: I would s_ay better thnn a division. Better 

th.Zl.n a division. 

--~ --- ------ - .- .·-.·. ·---· ~. -'"'·1-~--·-~--•:.· 
. . ·:.··. -; ·:.. 

. __ .. ·• __.• - .•.s·: ___•· --~ .~--. ·_• __, •. _· :. ··:. -- '.-;-

.. :- .• ..• 
: ·, . . 

SPOK8SMAN: _Pa_):don me, again• n0\-7? 

. -. 
- SPOKESl.,.l.~N: Oh, from prisoners, yes. __-.--:..,:· 

QTJESTlON: (Inaudible)? 

SPOKES!•t~N: Yes. (!r, from prisoners we __'ve identified 

units that \·lere around in . the· DMZ area, that ar~ now around. Hue. 

QUESTION: 

SPOKESMAt~: No, both. 

QUESTION: {Inaudible)? 

SPOKESMAN: Come again? 

QUESTION: Thi.s divisio"n_ plu·s that's around Hue, is 

th 1·s a 11 N th ~_ie• • t namese. ?or "7 

SPOKESMAN: Mostly, yes. There are some local units, 

but mostly NVA. 

QUEST I0:4'°!: (Deleted} , a re we in a posit ion· to go~ on the 

SPOKESM2\N: I can't answer that on the ·public ~ecord. 

QUESTION: Can you answer off the record? Do you have 

the capability to go on _th~ offensive~ 

SPOl{ESM.AN:_ We' re on the verge of going on the of fen-

sive.- Off the re.cord, yes.·· 

ARC 
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QUESTIOl In the event fighting·de.~~ops in Hue, then 
....... 

Rosson-----. \alOUld not command that fighting. In other words, he 
:- ·- .... , ... : . 

-- .. -- .. 
:::omrrands forces_ ___. .I'fortli__~~--- -----~' 

··" .• ~ -.-
"SPOKESM.7':\N:, Ho. No. That's in his ar·ea,' Quang Tri-. 

... . . .. . : .... ( 

hou Thien. He· c~uld--"~-~t~?~ori-) c~-~1xa11ds_al_l u. s <troops. _in_. 
. .. .. 

uang Tri-Phou. Thien. Yes? 

•. QUESfJ.1 IOri: • Of ~he =so:-_OQO._·-_can you•. g"i,i.e. u~, a_____ •• co~tpariso~ 
.• ~ • - ·--· ---: , • • • :,··-z:..· . . • • ' .... 

S POKES1'-'l1\1'1: Yes. 

., . 
•--_:__ -- .·----- - • --- --··- ... ·---- . - -. --- . ' _· • .. -•--~------- --------. . -- ...--.. 

SPOKESMAN: Yes. Yeso We iost ...9-PP!_~~~-----·2,000 Americans 

and 4,000 Vietnamese. 

QUESTION: KIA? 

SPOKES!·~N: Yeah. 

QUESTION: You're figuring.now from· the 29th of. January 

to the present fo~ the 50,000? 

SPOKESMAN: Yes. 1800--hours on the 29th to Midnight 

last night. 

-- --. ·---- --- -.. 
QUESTION: .Can_y~:m_tj.~duc;:t the 50,006 from the enemy's pre-Tet 

strength? 
SPOI~SMAN:_ . No. No. No, we'ye--I think--and our 

alculations .are ~hat he scraped up a lot of manpa.•1er. at the last 

a lot of young ·people, and .. swelled his ranks with untrai.ne• oment, 

---- - ··----- -· 
QlIBSTICN: .W.er_e__!h_os_e_th~ people primarily that you killed? 

SPOKESM.7.\N: • Our -best estiinate 10 to 15 per cent were 
·,. 
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l in the teenage category, but f ra n}~ly, this • is rea 1 ly an • es ti m.:1te v 

2 ie'll have better dati on that 

- . ··-- -•3 . QtJES'l' ICr-~: ·:__15.-20.%? .. 
.. :. . 

4 .SPOKESMAN: 1 ·I thought. I said ·10 to 15. • ..f •.. 

• QtJt!STIOI~: 15 to 20e 

. .
6 15 to 20? All right, ··I_' 1~ st~nd·: by 15 to 

..
• ' '. 

8 (Laughter) 
, • ... 

• - I • • . . • - ;.··· - • • • . 
it s a guess tir:ra te, really. 

----~ - - • • • -- <;. • - • • ------ -- - - ----- - .•.• .... -~·10 
. ____._______- ·_ ---·.·.~- _·... ·._ ·- - ·.:.-·._: :- --:-.• •• ----- ------:':-·---··-·-···-·--··--·--· ...--- • 

11 SPOI8S!~\N: My J-2 I talked with him t1:'1is rr.o:rning-··I 

12 guess he did say·,_ I think that·· was p:.:obabl:'l right I think af! Ia 

13 . _recall, he ....-his best estimate was 15 ·to 20. _My first comment \•-ms 

14 what he advises meo 

.1_5 
QlJGSTION: ___Net lo_ss out of the 50~ poo? 

16 SPOI<ES't--!AN: We 11, we' re studying that now. 0\1r b~s t 

17 
estirr.ate is about 30,000. About 30,000 net loss. That's our best 

18 
estimate for the moment. 

19 
QL~STION: Do you have any breakdown (deleted) on the 

20 
Hue casualties, the Hue area--

21 
·SPOK8SMAN: En~my casual_t:i.es· in the Hue area? 

22 
Gee, I'd hav~ to--I 'd have to research this o. My recol-

• 
23 

lection is at about 4,000._ 

24 
·QUESTION: - Why now would the Con~:in.4"'1ists·' interest be ________., 

25 
more .a·t .Hue than at· Khe ·sanh, after -the~r•ve beea driven out of 

-... 

ADi 
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J. 

... , 
1 ... 

there once? 

• SJ?OKESMAN: I think. for polit~<?al.- reasons and prison.ers-
..i . . 

• •• 3 they've rriferred to ~his as the gateway ~o South Vietnam. Poli.ti-
·t . . .
I .. -. ·.. - . __:. .. 

. • . •. i . 4 
• cal and paychologica~ reastins. 

.....-_.;:. 

-· -- ----- ---·- , • i : • 

.• :QUESTION:
5 

-----~""- .. }fo_e ar~a sfr·~-a~i?n,ca·n we qu;te Y?_U by name ? . 

6 
SPOI@Sll.:..Z\N: .Well, :Let's say. <:.ulpa;>~~~ ·. 

·7 
• QU8STION: X.Pi°i~~ ~bout· ene~y obj~_~tive b~ing Hue.s~-~~~!"Ile_n_~_ 

8 ' • 

SPOl@S.M~N: Let _me say pa.rentheti~~liy that--I'm:~v~~y 
. . 9 

sensitive on this area here from a security viewpoint. E_xtremely 
. . .10 

senstiv:·e on it. _And that's :why--~n other words~ _I· don't want 

. 11 
through the __I_!?:__e~i~~-of. the press to give the enemy ahy more iri-

. 1 12 
telligence on o~r-strengths and weaknesses than we possibly can. 

13 
I• m _sure you under.stand my concern, and you've· be~n in general, 

14 
very good about recogniz~ng this, but, of course,· solTlatimes··it-i~----·- --- --------· -

·! ··15 .. -····--· -·· 
_. • . • _9_iff!~_~ltto· - -----·j ~dge as to. what he knows and wh?;lt" he doesn't know. 

. -·-·------- ·-·-

16 
But 1 'm inclined ·to l~an over backwards and not. give- him an:l more 

17 
information than we have to. 

18 
As an example; if we're going to tell the enemy that 

19 
the First Cavalry Div~sion is short of-POL or had an X·number of 

20 
helicop~ers destroyed in a mortar raid, I'd like to_--ve_ry ~uch to 

know where the enemy's short POL and when. So, I'm really rather 
22 

sensitive about the general security in that war zone. ·And that•~ 
23 

why I've been rather delicate in handling your questions, you 
24 

understand, ·1 'm ~ure. 

QUESTION: Will. you clarify your quotati~n as to Hue 

A.RC. 
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• 

. . 
•1 attributable to you by narre? 

2 QlJESTION: That was my qu~stion ea:,;lier. C •• 

C r •
i 

. . . .·. ·_ . . t 
...

• . SPOKESMAN: I'm sorry. • I didi:,. 't understand that~-

4 ·-
• 

QUESTION: 
' 

! My question· earlic-g-:·\1-.'as would it be possible 
. ~- :. . . !' • • • • • 

. -~~-
- -. ··.--

to quote :{OU by na_~e ~aying that-- .· .·, 

6 SPOKES.MAN: · lio, senior military spokesrnan. 
. . 

7 . QUESTION: (Deleted),. what about the-·pJ.an fo_r the pro~._ 

vis iona 1 corps. Did you ·say th~ Uo S. Command has this· in-:~mj_ndr •. • ·- 8 

.. 
SPOKE:SMAN:. I'm going to annou_nce it. ju~t as soon as I . 

.. 
. - 11 can. A couple of developrn-2nts should have to oc·cur before I want 

12f ': ·- to announce it. 
I.· 

. ..13 QUES'l"'ION: We-·raninto".the ·same situation ·as the Arneric"aJ- -
people who are not here::--· -- ------ ••••·------ • • • 

14 SPOKES!-1.qN: Yes. Yes. That's correct·.. •• 

• Qt.EST ION: (continuing)· --?nd other people who_ aren't 

16 here--

17 • SPOKESMAN: Yes. Right. I realize your-­

18 QUESTION: ~-(inaudible)? 

19 SPOKESMAN: Yeah.' All Right. Irl all_fa_i_rne s $_ to your 

colleagues--I don't believe I can give this to you on the record 

21 today, but I will do so as soon as I can. 

22 QUESTION: In other words everything you said about the 

23 provisional corps is off-the-record-u~tfCyqu·_~~o~~~-e. it? 

24 
•SPOI~Sl~N: Well, I said background ron attribution. 

QIBSTION: Ca.n we attribute this to sources (inaudible) ) 

. .• A.Dr 
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.. 

-~ •• .··: • 

·; • _6 

.•,·-·____: __ 7 

8 

.9 

11 

.f ··.; · 12 

' 
13 

l6 

17 

18 

21 

22. 

23 

24 

-----------------'---------------------~ 
:3 5 

,.VOICE: {Inaudible) • 

......... 
• - ~ ..-

-,:anted· ·to give· you f::he rational~ and the backg.round so that when 

it was announced_ you wot1ld know why~ Now,· of cour~e., these bac1<,-

: ' 
ground sessions are not designed to bring f~~th news stor_i~s o 

.... -:. - ..; . . 

They•~e designed to 9ive you the rationale and the background. 
1 I • !! j : 

Now, let me tell you this, Bill._· I_~hall_-·-I'll d~ 

. . 

every--I will release th:i.s as soon as I practically can, but I 

cannot do it today. 

QL"E.STION: J5_o-y(?i_~ni~a~_t_1i~~would regard. it as ayou breech 
·of co1~fi_dence if we speculate on this? 

(Laughter)_ • • 

•• SPOKESM-½N: I \·1oµld say_ please hold it. Pleas~ hold it. 

SPOKESM:i\N: Let's put it this way: I will ask you to· 

hold it for 48 hours, during which time there will ·be a· __pub_lic _____.. --~ 

announcement on it. So I would say to get down to simplest terms, 

I as~ you to consider it off-the-record, until~ you get an announce-

QUEST-ION: '_)tr_~)h'~-statistic ~ attribqtabl.e?
----- ----.'... 

Righto 

- ----------- -~-- ---- --- - . 
QtJESTIOH: _Do you have 525, 000 troops? 

SPOKESMAN: Well, I don't have the --=-s£s·-----~---yet. 

QUESTION: Sir, one more question. I oelieve (deleted) 

backgrounder yesterday said that he didn'.t think that __Giap 

• f 
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22,·,. 
23 

24 

25 

. -,--------------------------------------. 

. . . 
(unintelligible),· the'-I-a.s the· comn:.ande r of this more or less 

. . ,. ;, 
I t • Do.you· concur in that or-~~nemy s opera ions • 
. -- . I· - -- -

• ··spo~SMAN·: ·1 just don •_·t know • 
.· t 

QUESTION: {Ina~dible) ?_ 

SP01{8S.MAN: It 1 S continuing to flow, and _I'd _SaY:_w~ •r~ 

ready {inaudible)_o 

. (Mixed voices) 

SPOKESl-12\N: Pardon me? 

QUESTION: What is the ttime t1su:ally to-.:. 

SPOKESMAN: V?ell, we have· the me"n d.n·:the --replacerr.ent 

depots. It's just_ the physical matter of getting i:neno 

QUESTION: (Del_eted), do you expect the enemy to match 

b~ild~~ by,buildu~? In other words, what_I'm driving at is that 

any level that we can arrive in our combat troop strength where 

SPOKESMAN: i won't speculate on that. 

. . \ 

I will do my best to put out_ a public release on·the 

Prov Corps. I cannot d9 it today for reasons that I won•~ atten~t 

to explain. 

But I w~ll---if you will just !}Old that and co"nsider it 

off--the-record until you· get the release and· my explan~tion was 

designed to give you the background and the rationale. 

No~, since there have been some stories suggesting that 

I do not have confidence in the .Marines, I do have. one---and this · 

has been associated with .sp~cula-~ion on Abrams ·going North and 
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,-'4'-----------

• :.1 so forth ·which 

, . . 2 I do 
I 
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3 passed out 
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I . 

·.4 this regard. 

. . 5 Have 
. 
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1r" ve explained.. 

have a statement foi the record which will ba 

you _1~-writiiig, 
~ -. ____ _, which; will .. m3ke 

,..,.._
-•. 

my position knpwn in 

you 
. 
got those? Fine~ You'll 

. 

pass 
. 

them.out as the 

•• : • 6 ge'ntlemen leave the ro"omo 

7 1Well, I guess I better be on m1 way.to_-·see the Am.bassado 

8 

9 

.. ·, 10 

11 

. i 12 

13 

14 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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23 
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INF·ORMATION 

: THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Just to see what it looked like in 
case you might consider this as one option 
I have drafted a Southeast Asia Resolution 
of 1968. You may wish to discuss it at lunch'-.·..:. 

or drop it in the wastebasket . 

• /,1),,, i?r.f­
V/./vW-}'-1.tostow 

-Attachment 
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(3/8/68) 

SOUTHEAST ASIA RESOLUTION OF 1968 

_Whereas there are now major units of the Army of North Vietnam engaged 

in aggressive action in South Vietnam contrary to the Geneva Accords 

of 1954; and 

• 
Whereas there are major forces of North Vietnam engaged in aggressive 

action in Laos and in the transit of Laos with military men and supplies 

•in violation of the Geneva Accords of 19 62; and 

'Whereas the United States has joined with six nations of Asia and the Pacific 

to frustrate the aggression against South Vietnam and to permit the 

pe.ople of South Vietnam to exercise the rights of se:f'-determination 

without external coercion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assem?led, That the Cong:-ess approves and 

supports the determination of the President, as Commanc.er in Chief, to 

take all necessary measures to defeat the aggression against South Vietnam· 

and to re store peace to Vietnam and Southeast Asia at the earliest possible 

time, on terms consonant with our national commitments and interests . 

.-

_________ _. __., ~-·· 
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