Beldwin should contect King and Associeted Press, and Charles Green should
conteot United Press at Austin. The editorisl which Baldwin hes is the basis of
the informetion mhich should go in advence to the mind of A. P. and U. Ps people.
That is that Roosevelt wants (arner honored at Waco, and anything loss then that
he will feol is a slep at national harmony within the Demooratio Party. It is
worthwhile to say that the President inspite of his extreme interest in the world
situation has teken the trouble to &sk the people from Texas 1f they are getting
elong alright, and Af there is harmony.

* % & & 2k b s ¥ x

Baldwin: DBecause Blaylock_as Rationel Committeeman, and Rayburn as heood
of the delegation are both prominent Garner-ifes, end becsuse o rajority of the
delegates wlll be picked by Rayburn and Blayloock, it is most importent that the
spirit of the news going ocut of Waco to the country tell the actual facts. Thw
actusl fects are that the President of the ﬁnited States, looking ahead, urging
unity within tho United States and within the party, privately said if he were
in Texas, he would vote for Gerner end Unity. This oan't be said in the news,
but thaet is the spirit. In this spirit, Domocrats close to the President net
and seid: (And here I give you aﬁ ideel nows lepd out of Weao) Waco, Texas,
May 27;-Texaa Demoorats in a harmony mecting todey ratified the Texas Plan of
two weake ego, workod out by Sam Royburn, Gesrner Friend of thirty yeers stand-.
ing, and Lyndon Jchnson, New Depl Congressmon from the Austin Distriet, after
conferrinpg with Prosident Roosevelt.

The administrations of President Roosevelt were endorsed emid tremendous
sppleuge. Reyburn ::;oa close friend of the President, was nemed harmony head
of the delegation. Lyndon Johnson, in spite of his comparative youth, was made
Vice chairman.. Myron Blaylock, who succeeded the persons in charge of the

Garner forces in Texas efter etteacks on tho President hed caused irritation, wes

al=



nemed Hationel Comnittoeman,

The sense of the delegates at the convention was unenimously thet Roosevelt
wodld be offered the presidency ot Chicago, thet he oonld have the nomination
on the first bellot, probebly by noclemation, but that a harmonlous Convention - |
should nemo Vice President John Garnor, tho netive son, ns its offering for the
prosidenscy. Tha Convention bolieved that should Roosavelt not offor to accept
the nomination, Toxas would bo in splondid position to put forward the claims
of the Viece Preaidont ns tho Ho. 2 Demoorat in offiocinl stonding. Tho whole
story in a nutshell is to be sure that the harmony ticket beoking Presidont
Roosevelb's plea won in Toxas todey as schaduled two weels ngo by Taxas Domocrats

of both feobions meobing with the Prasidont.
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Memorandwn to Lyndon:

I visualize 4this ad sot up in e country newspamper will carry
a very small word "advertisement" at the bottom., But if it
is set up in the Americen Stotecman in a three-column 10-inch
box, with the type set oolumn and & half, with a one colw.n
cut of yourself insorted in the center, or at the top center
undor the heading, you will have the effect of a news story.
Thon it will be attrecilive enough, if sent out in mat form,
to be rend as a feature article in en otherwlse dingy weekly
NEWSPAPET

In other words, I con see it as the main paws 4tem in oasch
weekly, and that in meny of them you may get page one posi-
tion at the bottom, for tho reason that the majority of these
weokly papers carry patent insides, and becesuse if you send
out nloe looking proofs with the mats, the avermge luzy
sountry editor may thing the erticle will drees up his first
page. If you are trying to make the first page, you might
raduce the sige and sond out two proofs with the statement
to the editors that you have sent them two proofs with the
idea that the small one might be used on page one, if not
contrary to their pnlicy, end if used on the inside the lerger
one might be more fitting.

Tho ectual cost of display advertising in thesd papers cannct
be over fifty cents en inoh, In most casos to the merchants
it is twenty cents an inoh. You should not ask them &heir
rates, but merely enelose = chook for £20.00 to every one of
them. I do not think you will find any of them will return
the change. Your letter should say: "Enclosed find my check,
which I trust will cover the cost of a single insertion.

C. E. H.



Amerioe Todey and Tomorrow
By Lynden Johnson
To the Voters of the Tenth Distriot:

Having attempted to be of service to you at Weshington during
the past four years, I wish to expreses my thinks to ell of you
for your support, your thoughts, your letters, and your good
wishes.

I am to serve you egain in Weshington. The job during the
first four years was to help, in sn humble way, remake and
modernize America under the leadership of President Roosevelt.
We of the Tenth District have benefitted by having our neoeds
and desires expressed and carried out by en intelligent govern-
ment. The next two yeare will be dedicated to the defense of
America-~Americaen Liberty~-and the Americun way of life.

Billions must be spent for a strong arm to protect a free

mind. As your Congressren, nnd ac 2 merber of the Congresslonal
Neval Affeirs Cormittee, 1 promise you I shall support our
Prosident, and your bolief in a strong Wavy, sdequete airoraft
end coast defense, end whatever proposels in the defense of

our Demoormoy our President has made. Not long ago I had the
pleasure of writing the President: "

As the future unfolde its problems, I trust not to disappoint
you in your just demands thet e Congressman support an en-
lightened Praesident, work to defend hie ocountry's liberties,
end intelligently to represent the needs of his District.



W. P. Hobby, Editor snd Owner, Houston Post, end C. E. M.

Tuesday Night 10:30

H: How sre things going? 1Is the President olected up there yatl Ve
are a little slow odbout it down here.

M: Understand Mayor Holoomb has ennounced for either Garner or Roosevelt
within the lest day or two.

H:s He snncunced for an uninstructed delegaticn to teke up to - the conven-
tion to trade wmith. '

M3 How mueh influence has holeomb in Houston?

H: I do not know that he has much on this question.

E: Does an uninstruoted delegatiocn mesn he 1s for Roosevlet?

Hs ' Certainly more for Roosevelt than for Garner. ‘

¥3: Do you think the uninstructed idesa will be populer in Houston?

H: No. I think there is so great an issue between CGarner instructed and
Roosevelt instructed that there isn't enough room for an uninstructed.

Ms No plece for hem in the sandwich?

Hs That is §¢t. The fight will get toc strong for fence riders.
M: VWhat about Ferguszon?

E:. Fergusor 1s a big factor.

M: What 1s his racket? Third term for Me, third term for Roosevelt, coat~
tailing as usual?

Hr Thatts it.

Ms Do you think Ferguson on the coat tail will help or hurt Roosevelt?
H: If anything, it will.hurt him. T think with that, end Holcomb in the
niddle in this city they will belance eech other. The fact that

Ferguson is cnly 4in there beosuse of his own selfish interest cen't
hurt snybody muech, because the people realige the Ferguson is out for
Ferguson.

M3 VWhen ere you coming to Washington?

Hs I will know tomorros, eand will let you know.

Ms 1If you ere golng to call tomorrow, let's sign off. 1It's late. Good-
night.



Frenk Baldwin, Editor Weco Herald Tribune, snd C. E. M.
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Tuesday 11115 p. m,
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How &8 this thing coming down in Centrel Texas? More interest thsn
when you left?

There is more interest. They ere opening their mouths on Gerner snd
cuestioning bie cepecity to be President of the United States, and
wondering why he thought he ecould. Especially since he couldn't get

it enyvey.
Besed on the Wisconein end I)llinolis primeries?

The ¥isoonsin epd 11linoie primerier were reported in the newepspere
in Texas, end the people immsdiately ssked, "¥hy did he try it in the
first plece?™ When the Wisscnsin vote ceme in and Germeny iseued his
statement first on it, the people thought meybe it wes a dog fight.
But vhen the 111linois lendslide came in, they seid Garmer tried to
put on peats too big for him. They ere now calling Garner the fellow
who mede & fool of himgelf,

Eow does that effect the Centrel Texas precinects?

I believe if enybedy gets up end tries to get Garner instruotions,
thoy will ve howled down.

You do not think you ere partisen?

I think I'm talking as e newspaper man who has a feel of whet is going
to happen. In other words, we might lcee & fow precincts, but there
is not a chance for Garnsr in the County Conventions.

Haturally you would not be over confident. You will watoch every pre-~
cinot.

The County Conventicn is ebsolutely a cinoh for Roosevelt.
thet is Fentrecs! attitude ebout the thing now.

He really does not care one wey or snother. He only thinks of it as
a news story.

The peper's reel position 1s that it ie in your control, snd that the
ovpership thinks that you pulled a greet editoriel policy three meeks
ago. Hes 1e helped the prestige of the pasper somewhsat?

Best thing we could have done. Edger Witt is heeding it up here and
doing a felir job.

If you were to reorgenize, would you leeve édgar witt in cherge?
Yee, we hsve herrony vith him in cherge.

What I hear over the state is thet ziik Roosevelt having elready 365
delegates to two, it is all over on the first ballot. And they sey,
“fhy ehould Texes go up there end make a monkey out of herselft®

They haven't that idea yet ercund the district. They Just sey Garner
stuck his neck cut. The general consensus 1is really this:
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"The pecple feel that Roosevelt will be nominated. There is no basis

for Garner except state pride. Roosevelt will be re-elected, agd it
is all hunky dorey with the people of Central Texas." A conversation
today .with Mr, Average Citizen was about this, "When they meet in
Chicage and just ebout get settled, with the Temporery Chairmen just
about through, some men, drunk or scber, will get up end say 'Burrah
for Roosevelt)' and it will ell be over. They will go through the
noise of calling Alebama, Arkensas, Arizona with great noise jus& to
make it legal, end then sit end walt for Roosevelt to say 'Yes.'

Did he sey what would heppen when they get to the T's?

He did not get to the T1s,

Thank you. Is there enything else you want to say?

Bothing else.

If you were betting a widow's money and odds were two to one for
fiaco to go for Roosevelt, would you take the bet?

At two to one, even with my own noney.
¥hat about three to one?

When it gete to threa to one it is & guestion of how bedly you went
to win a 1little money.

You would not spend §333 to try to win a thousend? You would not
invest on Garner either?

That is not my kind of betting.
Nothing else on your mind?
Bothing.

Frenk Beldwin, Waco, and C. E. M.
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Harold !m;. Dallas snd North Texas, and C. E, M.

Tuesdasy evening 10:00
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Foel fine. Switclboard jammed after air talk. Just got off radio.
Think response mush more live then on contravesiel political sudjects
whore I havo talked before.

How are things goling?
Very well.
Is the thing getting down to a precinot dasis?

Getting nemos together hes been a 1ittls bit slower then I thought

it would beo, dut we are sctually getting into eocticn end we sksll have
801id precinot organization not only 1n Dallas, but probebly in cearby
counties by Ley 4, perheps oven in North end Past Texes by preoinsts.

Is the generel intercst es ageinst s wesk ego very definitely greatert
Bill McGrew, former condidete for governor, ceme ocut for Roosevelt.

Will thet be helpful tc Roosevelt in Dalles, do you think? I em
wondering whether his estion in coming cut for Roosevolt will elienate
eny other congideredle secticn of people.

I do not think so in Lelles for the reecon that with Ferguson, Tonm
Love, Blll ¥eGraw, end Esrold Young for Roceevelt there is a gencral
cross seotiocn of types, cf liberals and mediums, to the polnt where
1 do not ses how thers csn be sny line up whick would be "anti®,
based on the Roosevell surport.

Is there a specific Garner sentiment?

Peld workers, but no real sentiment. County Cheirmen Kuriel Buckner

has been working intelligently end hsrd for Cerner cn preclnot basie.

ganu hosdquarters for Carner has not hed sense encugh to know how to
o it. ‘ ‘

At the presont time, with only the work done at the present time, if
& vote were to be teken in Dalles, how woull the election go in the
preoipotst

Tho superior orgsnizetion in Dallas would pirobadly swing it to Gerner.
At rate of present progross how will ths situatlion axist on lNay 43

On Uay 4 we will win. I feol quite confident. Open Forun mests at
City Hall at three o'clock every Sunday. Three or four hundred pecple
attend. I shall addraosa it Sunday. So far Cernor foroas have not
found any satisfeotory man to oppose Young. This is merely as an
indication of vitality end intorest that is growing. Nelghdborhood
meetings are scheduled to be held all over the county and in Dallas.

Hew i1s the big mesting coming along?  What date?

alw
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April 24.

VWhere?

Felr Park Auditorium. It holds 4,000 people.
How did you happen to pick such a big place?
I think we will £111 it.

You sre not over-confident? You know your Dallss? Are you going to
pass the petitions? After the petitions are passed, the question will
be whether to move the idea over the state. Do you think it will go
over?

I think 1t will. Ve aro getting letters from all over Toxas, and I
em enswering them fully. We are making a state organization out of
thie one. We sere ell working for the common ceuse, and results are
what we want, not credit. We are sll in aeccord with esch other.
There is no jealousy. 4s I sxid on the redio tonight, "I em Just
one emall volce in seven million."



Mr. C. Wild, Austin, Texas and C. E. M.
Thursday 8:00 p.m.

Wild prefers Wirtz cell him Mondey.

Hewill be in Austin. He prefers
Wirtz call him to keep the record straight for Balylock, so that he can
sgy he did not seek Wirtz out,.

He will be glad to give Wirtz whatever
information he can.



Henry Fuloher, Wichita Fells, sand C, %« M.
Hondey ovening
JFulcher 1s assoolate editor of %ichite Times)

1 TNhat is your territory thinking sbout in connection’ with Gerner end
Roocevelt?

F: Oreat preponderance of voters ere for Roosavelt.
s *hat does it meen at precinct primeries liay 47

F1 Thet will happen on May 4 is impossiblse for me to predict. 1 do not
know how meny voters will ectually go to the conventions.

Ut Is thera excitement thare, or will it ell go to Gerner by virtue of
his orgenizetiont

Fi1 1 do not believe Gerner orgenigation in my district in efficient;
pot a8 mucsh.es people have been leed to suppose. There are a good
many New Deslerc are precinct chairnen. _

¥3 Are they ectivel That ere the Gerner beople doing?

Fi1 Both sides sitting around on their fennys.

X3 ¥het do you think will heppen on lasy 4% .

F3 If no motion or ectivity 1ls mesde by Rocsevelt people, it will go to
Garner by defsult. But if the Roosevelt people go to convention end
sey, "Let us endorse Rocsevelt,” I believe the Roosevelt people cen
eerry in most precincts.

H: You think it is too eerly to say whether the matter will get hot enough
in thet territory to result in expression of grest interest.

Fs Nelther side has worked yvot.

s If both sldes worked equelly, do you think Roosevelt would carry de-
cisively?

Fi Yes.
%3 Thet has the reper done?

Ft As a precticel proposition, the efterncen reper hes said, "fe ere for
Roosevelt." MNorning peper hes seid, "o fevor faverite son.”

¥1 Ars thore two editoriel) writers thore?

Fi1 Ye havs seid in effect in the norning peper thet it prob&bly ought
to be Gerner, as favorite son, but we do not like Roy Uiller.

K1 Have you seen Austin front page stuff?

F1 Hsve seen gome. I, personally, think the stete 1s very strongly for
Eoosevelt.

s How ls your congressmen coming along!

ol



Fi1 Gosset is not a New Dealer. He has no opposition this term, I think.

M: I should like to get the results of e pewspaper poll out there.




VGeorge Brown, Houstin, snd C. E. M.

Wednesday evening

B:
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B:

Sew Menager Butler by asccident yesterdsy, end he sald, "Things are
loocking stormy. I doubt if we cen carry Herrison County for Gerner.

Did Butler think he was talking to & Roosevelt sympathizer?

No, he thought he was talking to one of his boys.

n






Harold Young, Cheirxan "For o Rocsevelt Delegetion froms Texas™, Dalleas

Talking from Athens, Texas, where he was sttending s barbecus attempting
to get scme money for his committee. Fednesdsy 11145 penm.
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How g evarything?
Loosing welight end treveling fest. Nover felt better. 0o @ dig high.
That are you doing?

g;;l:g to smile some money out of a fellow by attending bis barbooue.

How is your Dslles meeting April 24 coming cal

Fine. Will £111 Failr Perk, four thousend, may over-flow.
How sbout Josh Loe? '

Bo is wolshing cut, but it doosn't meke eny difference.

I thought be promised you abaoclutely, end you egresd to pay his eox-
penses end glve him a thousapd 40llers worth of rodio time. '

Let's don't waste time on hinm. He is pulling the cld confliet-of-
datos recket.

Bow sbout Ae. J. Wirte?
Is he ooning down?! Wonderfull You bet we cculd uee him!

It iz posaible he vould hot £it, becsuss you billed that thing as a
Southwast Four Stetes Relly.

Bo we haven'’t billed it vot except s a Dalles for Roosewelt date.
Yo wented to be cegey rnd hold off a bit, ss we did not want too muoh
trensportation espsnse for the progrem if we could £311 the Fair

Park snywey.

Woll, that'e fina thom. I think ®irts night vent to telk Just to
Texes.

Letts meke 1t Taxas then.
Fine,
%irts 1s surely ceming? I havo pever knoen him to walk out.

Call tomorrow night, Rerold, sad there will be somsething definite
on 1t. How sdbout money? ,

I an out of eosp, dut 1 em not bothrered, as my credit is stid)) good.

Did Firts nmesn it o covple of weeks ago rhen he was in Tezss and said
1 could heve zomel

¥hen you €sl)l tomorrow night thie will ba dsfinitely settled snd you

will know exsotly what to do.

.-1-
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Be. So Humphries, editor, Texerkene, end C. B, ¥.

Kondey evening

(Humphries is e Republiocen, pro-Gerner, enti-Rootevelt)
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How is the Roosevelt-Garner businees coming elong in Texss?! You mould
sey pro-Roosevelt sentiment ie irsrecesing repidly, or slowly?

Business intercste entapgonistic end definitsly for Garner. The pecple,
however, have started to tall, end the people sre for Roossvelt.

Definitely do you think the cro-Gerner pecple ere going toc hgve & hard
time holding their position?

Afraid so.

You are opposed to ¥r. Rocsevelt? Your reper has not been for Lr.
Roosevelt? “Afreid” because of your persconel feelings? You think
the pro~Roosevelt people by ¥ey 4 are going to be in control? Ig
the peper teking any stand at ell either for Gernsr or for Rocsevelt?
The psper is not making sny rley on it either way.

Pho 1s lesding the Oermer movement in that district?

Blaylock et Yarshell is reelly running Texerkens.

Are you in the seme congressional distriet? 1s Bleylock running the
whole district? How i1e that congressiornel rece sheping up?

I believe the prescnt men ies going to be re-elected.
Is there muoh doubt ebout 1t?
I would bet more than even money, but thipk there ie some possibiliéy

- of his defeat. I have alweys oppoeed him, but I think be will de re-

Ql“tedo
%ho is running Roocsevelt sidet Thet type people?
Nobody reelly sotive, but all talking Koosevelt.

Are you going to teke a poll? 1 would like situstion in Blaylock's
district.




Jamee E. Day, Editor Port Arthur News, and C. F. ¥.

1 ps me, Tuesday

Sub ject: Jefferson County end Southeast Texes
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What ebout the list?

1. ¥, W, Bleck, Besumont., Attorney. Young. Femily beokground good.
Longtime resident, probebly native of county.

2. E« Bs Alsup, Beaumont, Grocerymen. High in lebor oircles. Probably
middle aged. Frodbedbly populer. Prchebly dumb.

3. Cocll Horgan, Kederlend. Attorney. Young. lot cf energy.

Kobody at Port Arthur to be recosmmended by Day or others of sense of
vaelues. -

Since talking last night I have discovered that there is considersble
county antegenism to Garner. It 1s beginaolng to teke form. Discovered
neinly in refinery workers.

Do you believe from what you have found todsy that there will be more
then usuel lerge attondence et precinst conventlons Msy 42

You belleve eo booeuse of the awsroness of these people that they do
not want Garner, end eosl of some that they do not wmant Roosevelt.

The vote 1z chiefly "ageinst™ people. Those that want Roosevelt

really want him. Those that want Carner merely want him beosuze they
do;'t want Rocsevelt., So the real vote is really for or against Roose-
velt?

Absolutely. One hundred per cent.
Does Garner merely represont & pog to hang e het on?

Just ebout.

Let us say two pegs=-one for Roosevelt, end one sgainst. And Gerner

ie marely a hat reck.

That is right. That 1s right. Eeve you found this hat reck business
ell over the state?

I find in Texarkena, VWichite Fells, Dallas, Austin, Veco, elways the
geme story. This, Jin, is the story in one paragreph, and you might
make some editorial comment on it.

Rocsevelt predominately is fevored for 1640-1944 by ell parts of Texes.
Reoogevelt 1s either liked or dlsliked-~no middle ground. With Gerner
there 1s mostly middle ground. But people who like Hoosevelt ere get-
ting eotive end becoming ewsre that they have to say esomething ebout
Hoosevelt liey 4 at precipct msetings. Gerner does not represent any-
thing but e het reck »ith two pegs. Nobody dislikes him, end nobody

-1-
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likes him. He 18 & political eunuch, but he is a convenient hat reck
for and against Roosevelt. If Gerner wins it is bececuse the against-
Roosevelt vote has been organized, ebly finenced, end worked down into
precinots over many rmonths. But it seems spperent at this date that
the pro-Roosevelt people will bestirethemselves sufficiently to justify
tke prediction in all perts of the state that the ®eco conventlion will
be controlled by persons fevoring the continuetion of Roosevelt 1940-
1944. From the Panhendle, Delhart to Lubbock, last night came the
report four to cne Roosevalt, fairly well orgasnized by precincts for
Roosevelt. Dalles getting elong setisfsctorily. ' Pro-Roosevelt orgen~
izetion by precincts epnd working up to big rally before April 20.
Progress is eatisfectory in Weco. From Austin the ssme. From Texsrkana
a Republicen editor, who voted for Lendon, esesys, "I em efrald the pro-
Roosevelt people are going to beat Bleylock in this congressionsl dis-
trict." (Blmylock being the present Garner leader in this dlstrict.)

(Answering thie summary.) Exoept you have made no mention of the that
a good many people who will vote for and belleve in Roosevelis opera=-
tion have the third term tradition rather definitely before them end
ere thinking sbout him negatively. Such pecple will not work setively,
but when the time comes will vote for him unless they see a man elmost
a8 good somgwhere elee.

Conversation Mondey evening 68:00
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Fhet 1s happening in Jefferson County on this Rocsevelt end Gerner
business?

Quiet.

¥hat is Dies doing?

Bothing

How will it come out on Maey 4 in precinet conventions?
Roosevelt will beat Garner.

Why do you say that?

Beceuge of the big lebor element in both Port Arthur and Besumont, snd
the fermers 1ln theo northern part of the county. ‘

How about Garner orgsnizing for over & year?
, .
All orgenizing by Garner has been by mall.
{
Has he eny peid workers?

He has no peid workers. Never heard of any. Gerner will get merchants

end business men. Think with inoreesed publicity it 1s supposition of
newspeper man that Roosevelt will cerry two to one.
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¥ho will get the Roosevelt people out?
Young Democrats end lebor people.
Are they political pecplet

Young Democrats esctive in polities. They do not see future with Gerner
end heve not been consulted. They can't stey on pey roll with Garner.

You think Roosevelt crowd is showing sctivity?
Netural ectivity, not yet leadership.

Who 1s strongest men in Port Arthur on Roosevelt? Whet is Cerl White's
velue? You would sey he is disoredited?

He has double crossed everybody in town. Runs a 1little labor paper.
Labor gang has thrown him out.

Vhen?

Several months ago.

On what grounds?

They sey he did not propsrly represent union lebor.
0fficiel ect?

Yos.

How is Beaumont Journal-Enterprise hendling metter? How does Jones,
editor, feel ebout it?

Anti-Roosevelt.
Has he editoriamlized egainst Roosevelti?

General pollcy egainst New Deel. Conservetive ettitude against Roose-
velt and over-spending. Nothing on Roosevelt-Garner situation editorially.

%hat has Port Arthur News done, if enything? Have you seen Austin papers
in lest ten deys? Ask Austin for editoriels. Truthfully, whet will hap-
pen out there, snd who will meke it? Hellon's Gulf Refining Company &nd
The Texas Company?

They will not force or direct their men because they ere aftaid of lebor
troubles end disruption in their own plents. They do not vote thelr men
as they used to.

Conversation Mondey evenlng 5:I0

D:

State Young Democrets ere meeting in Beaumont Fridey end Saturday of this
week. Believe it i3 e Gerner controlled group end Garner will be endorsed.
The constitution doee not permit them to endorse enyone, but they will have
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Dear Lyndans

The following conversations have been
assembled according to their significencs,
and pot according to thelr geogrephy or
the time of the talaph‘one conversaticn.

C. Eo Yo

April 16, 1540
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over the rest of the worlde The only hope for time tc prepare depends
on the more prolonged resistance by France and Englend that seems
pcessible now, and -- the possibility that Russis will seek to

prevent Germany from beccming so strong thet Russie will be

forced to defend herself,

I, who heve lived a free a life as anyone in our
democracy, now say that we are going to find it necessary to sur-
render a good deal of our demosracy. No more than England and
France can we compete with totalitarien states by conmtinuing our
democratic, capitalistic ways, If England and France go under, and
are incorporated in the Germen system, we will have to compete with
all Europe, organized on the princlple of business moncpoly for mass
production, #e cannot cocmpete if millions of ocur werkers centinue to
be unemployed, if industry and agriculture continue to produce only
as much as profits dictate. We cannot compete if American business
continues to sell airplanes, war materials, or raw materials to the
enemy., There must be Government control of labor and industry, As
Stuart Chase puts it, the questicn in Europe now is not "where is
the money coring from,"” but "Have we the men and the rew materials?"

Germany has been spending half of her naticral inccme
on building her war machine, Half of our natioral income would be
what? say forty billlon dollars, and we are preparing to spend
three billion dollars. W%e are still in e Pre-Hunich state of mind.

We pay severel times as much as any other country to
build & battleship. Why do we not begin to establish more of our
own navy yards and take over those privately owned. The business
of building ships has cemsed to be a matter of private concern;
it may become & life and death matter for all of us. The same is
true of the aviation business, which has an inecredibly rotten record.
Congress, I believe, should set up a board with extensive powers
to direct and control the privete companies that meke airplenes to
defend us, and eventually we should natiornalize the industry,
which is soon to be more necessary tc all of us than the Postal
business, Congress srhould also begin to establish govermment
aviation factories and treain men to opsrate and work in them,
Americe, everyone says, has the best set-up, the best plant, for
mass production in the world. If we are going to campete with
"totaliterian mass production on a national, or European scale,
cur industriel plant will have to work for us as a whole people
end not for the profit of stockholders and d irectors,

I hope all this dire forbeding is wrong, but it does
not seem so in the light of the German advance toward Englend, I
hope that Americe will have time to realize that she must use
the methods of her revclutionary competitor states, but it may
very well be that she will not have time enough to unite in e
great enocugh effort tc prepare herself for defense. Germany has
reorganized her whole economy and political order and expanded it
in en incredibly short time. We have all the weakness of democracy;
unemployment , Big Business anarchy, social struggle. The germs of
revolution are within, and the revolution which is expanding by
means of military force may soon be at our door., We must arm
completely, and we cannot be squeamish sbout private business and
private personal rights. 1In saying this, I am goling back con all thet
I have ever stcod for, but I see no reeason in indulging in wishful
thinking with the lesson of Chamberlain end Daladier before me.

There is much to be said for a national, no-party
goverment , headed by the President. If we must have dictatorship,
I have less fear if the Presidemt is the dictator. ihc else can unite
us for the struggle that is comling?

Thie is not all academic defeatism cr fear. I am ready
to face the emd of capitalism or as much of capitalism as may be
necessary to save what we can of our American life,
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Last night a business men agreed completely with all that I have
said, For the first time, some Americans are facing the facts,

and I hope that publie opinion will contimue to move as rapidly

88 it has moved in the past week,

You will not agree with all this now, perhaps, but I am

bold enocugh to predict that you will agree before much more time
passes.

Sincerely,



Jupe 17, 1940

Memorendum to Mr. Johnsons
Please let ue know as early as possible, and on the suthority

of the Army end Navy, on the basis of peace time operations
how long it takes to build (of average and approximete sise):

A tank?

A plane?

An armored ocar?

A molsrn, motorised artilleryt
A firet line battleship?
Crulser?

Destroyer?

Submerine?

Alroraft cerrier?

Ce Bo Mo



June 22, 1540

On the basis of peacetime operations and on a general average without re-
gard to specific sizes and types, Admiral S. M. Robinson, Coordinator of
Ship Building, says that to build a first line battleship requires four
years, six months. A cruiser can be built in three years, six months,
while a destroyer tekes only two years, six months. A submarine can be
launched in slightly less than two years, and construction of an aircraft
carrier requires four years.

Major Warner,Ordnance Division of the War Department, gives the following
figures with regard to various types of equipment:

1. Tank. Assuming that the drawings have been completed, a tenk of aver-
aze size will take six months to complete. Under a commericel contract,
after the first tank has been constructed they may increase their pro-
duction from ten & month to 160 or 200 tanks a month. Of courss, a
little more time will be required in the construction of the heaviest
tanks used by the Army.

2. Armored car, Ordinerily requires three months for construction. The
most difficult thing and the greatest problem in the construction of
these cars is the armor plate, which ordinarily holds up production.

3. Modern motorized artillery., With regard to a 76mm gun, the average
time required for complete construction will run between a year and
a year and a half. The gun itself can be built in slightly less than
a year. However, the recuperator often tekes a year and a helf. The
carriage can be built in considerably less time than the gun itself.
In a smaller gun, the 37mm, they now have a contract let providing
for the construction of 350 in one yeer. Under ordinary circumstances,
that is the length of time required to complete a gun of this size,

4. A plene. MNejor Gross of the Ordnance Division of the Air Corps advises
That from the time the general plan for construction is laid before the
engineers and before any plans whatsoever are drawn, to the time when
the ship is finished, ready for test, will require approximately three
years. This figure is based on the assumption that the plans desired
require some material change, such as the increasing of speed fifty
miles per hour. Assuming that the plans have been drawn and it 1s de-
sired only to produce more planes of a type that are in existence and
being flown, it will require between nine months and a year. Mr, Ford
says he can produce planes under these condltions in from four to six
months. However, that figure is considered a 1ittle too low by the
Air Corps. Admiral Robinson of the Navy advises that in oconstrustion
of a plene, the time required under peacetime operations is in the
neighborhood of one year,



The family unit- the man, woman and childs Joined in high endeavor- is the

basis of the American way of 1ife,

Such a way a despot woukd destroy by making a new religion of States and force,

But in our American way, America shall meet his challenge,

The American Government must take the defense of America :gaAmorican EXENXK, Family,

Gettainly not by moving unnecessary millions of workers from South to North,
from West to ﬁaet.

Certainly not by slowing defense effort,
Certainly not by failure to tax all fairly,
Certainly not by failure to train all for defense service,

Certainly mot by refusal to place defenses of America as paramount im every
private profit/

But also- certainly- not by leaving vast idle areas in the south and the west
super-taxed and idle while the east and North booms with high living costis
and congestion of railroade- with millions of husbands and fathers leaving
ddle, depressed areas, seeking work,

Use our Nophhesast industiry to a tweniy-four hour fullest, but-

Build new plants South and West to family and labor,

You get no taxes from idle, tax-ridden states,

You raise labor defense costs in over busy states,

Make Knudsen= Stettinus- Army-Navy- Roosevelt see this before too late,

I saw twenty-seven million southerners in dislocation in the last war effort,
I saw twenty million westermers dislocated,

1 saw northeast over=boomed.,

Can't we move much new defense industry south and west, benefitting



family 1ife, increasing patriotism, aiding taxation, leveling the transportation load,

Note- Even Hitler and Mussolini and Stallin have had the sense to spread defense
industry te even the labor spread and bring factory to existing people and raw
material, I am very much afraid in this rush we shall develop an intellectual

myopia thru northeast operting brains which will leave the south and west
idle and prostrate,



July 5, 1940

Dear Lyndon:

Every four years thers is an open
sezson of platform makers. Feeling that
no one except the bosa man has anything
really to say about it this year, what I
have just written is just another citizen
taking hie exereiss,

You ars the vietinm,

C.E.K.
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Amsricen manhood shall give defense of America the first place.

American womanhood shall support its men and train ite girle. Ameriean
fagtories shall, under intelligent, free msnagement, menmufacture for
defense, All Americans shall as a privilegs pay the cost to the utmost
and in fairnees to all. There shall be & rf« press, free expression
as %0 ways and menas, but America will not tolerate for one minute by
any man or group of men any conduet whioh slows down the national unity.

This is America for Americans. In the buainess of nntidnal defense,
whieh the Demoeoratic Party believes will be the businese of America during
the next four years, an intelligent distribution of the natienal effort
is called for. Such intelligense and the speed with which the national
will is sxercised must be the basis of any leadership. The ¢lock does not
turn back. This is not a pescetime calendar.

In confidence in itself and the American voter, the Demccratie Party
believes a continuation of elght years of economie leadership now calls fer
four years of intensive national dofmn leadership. The Demoaratic Party
which has ascomplished its econcmic fulfillment now is engaged in the business
of American defense. The Democratie Party believes there should be no retreat
conaistent with the national defense in ths luprovements accomplished. The
Demoeratic Party bslieves that the leadership now operating the American
government will be and is the most intelligent lesdership in making the nee-
essary changes as defense plans require, Over sixty million effestive workers
in the world's most adble country await the ¢sll. The Democratie Party is aware
and at work,

The national economy calls for an even syread of aetivity so that all
America shars. Thers is no North, no East, no South, no West. Wherever possible
there shall be no dislocation of the American family. Materials and endeavor

and money shall be used with sole regard to two objectives:
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House of Reprusentatives U.S.
PUBLIC DOCUMENT

FREE

Mary Louise:

While we were working on the Rosie Poeller
case, at the suggestion of Mr. Marsh, we
asked the State Department to gend a wire
to the American Consul regarding the matter.
The enclosed letter is one of the results.

Jobn TEXAS.
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October 15, 1940

Went to give Lyndon insurance in his own distriot, keeping them
off his neck for not bringing pork barrell for the next xix mogths.

=0

’ There are soms things more importent than the spending of a lot of
money in a town.--Iraining the men to build airplans and tanks. There
are ocertain specific localities--not where labor runs the show, not where
newspapers are not with the business 100 per cent, not metropolitan
areas-~such as Wichite Falls, Wdco, Texarkana, Port Arthur. Suggested
plans be drawn up for bringing three or four hundred men within sixty
days to be trained.

Go to Hughes Tool and get between ¥wenty-five and fifty of their
best men to act as instructors. Take farm boys and train them fqr 8ix
months, paying them ten dollars a month. These boys should be oountry
boys between ages 18 and 25. After six months' training in metal trades,
an expert should be set-up to place these men in the tool oompanies and
wherever required in the building of planes and tanks, eots This would
put the number one tridining unit in America in Texas.

The expenditure would be small--totaling for ocost of food and all
items probably about $75 per man per month. The town will have to do
the business of supporting the idea, getting a place to locate the barracks,
lights and water, and probably 5,000 to get started while waiting for
Federal funds.



Ocﬁober 15, 1940

Texas pepers:

We have very few men from Texams taken in the draft, but we do have
hundreds of thousands of men in C.C.C., N.Y,A., unemployed, etc., each
one wanting to save us from Hitler for thelir future and for their countries
future. They should equip khemselves to earn a livlihood and defend us
from Hitler.

N.Y.A. in Waco is taking in five hundred and teaching them to become
metal workers. We hope the Waco project will extend to the other i::::s
in the nation,



To help meet the need for metal and mechanical workers in the
National Defense Program, the National Youth Administration in Texas
proposes to set up facilities and equipment to give 750 boys work
experience in metal and mechanical shops that will fit them for
employment in industry essential to National Defense.

The city of Waco located in the geographical and population
center of the State is proposed as an ideal location for the project
which will involve the bullding of resident facilities and shops
at a cost of approximately one half million dollars. The payroll
for youth workers and for the 40 shop foremen would amount to
$30,000 per month. The 40 foremen would live in Waco. The boys
would live in the NYA barracks and would be selected from all
over the state for assignment to the project.

Industry such as the Hughes Tool Company, Houston, the air
craft manufacturers of Dallas, and the various industrial shops
in Waco all with or about to receive National Defense orders
will be asked to help to select shop foremen who will supervise
all work to be done in the NYA shops. The shops will produce
articles for public and govermmental agencles such as the State
Highway Department, various state institutions, and possibly the
United States Army.

The boys will be given six months' work experience under the
supervision of expert craftsmen so that every six months 750 workers
from this one NYA project will be ready to step in to beginning

Jjobs in industries essential to National Defense preparations.



The project would be sponsored by the City of Waco. The city
(/0 Gents )

would be requested to set aside adequate land to be used as a project
site and to furnish $5,000 which would be used by the NYA in starting
construction operations.

The Waco Public Schools and the Vocational Division of the
State Department of Education would be requested by the National
Youth Administration to set up & program of related information .

for the benefit of all boys employed in the shops.



June 29, 1940

Dear Lyndon:

Attached are a couple of miscellaneous, loose thoughts which
generally precede eny final effort of writinge This is just the mate-
riel of a mind examining itself. I went you to read it in thet sense
only, without looking for final phrasings, as ell this will be thrown
awey. But I thought we together might dictete a simple group of
steatements, end possibly e preamble.

Naturelly, I suppose emphesis would be put on strength where the
Republicen platform is obviously wesk, but I cen't work thet way with-
out weekness. So, 1 have written largely whaet not to do in order to
get my mind in shape for the doing. This doing is mlways short eand
simple. The pein is in the scrubbing off of the™don'ts".

I em not giving you what you esked for, but indicating that I
mey try, if you look et my disordered mind and believe that order is
coming to it.

Co Eo Mo



June 29, 1940
Deer Lyndon:

There mey be some thoughts in whet follows. I am on a low, and thus you
mey never get this, but I em telking in the spirit of the one just pest thirty who
is going fo Chicago where the spirit of cleverness and combat will be seeking to
outwit and out sell the Republicen Party in order to get more votes November 15.

In this spirit is a tragedy. If ever in your life there will be the need of
being on e high plateasu in a eool wind, it will be July 15, For around you will
be the feed troughs and the stink.

The real line is that Chicago should tell a weiting people what is now and
what must be.

Unfortunately I have not read the Republicen platforme I presume the Repub-
lican pletform will have been read by everyone. Opn second thought, perheps it were
better if no one writing the July 16 platform had reed what Wilkie is to stand on.

To write & pletform upon which to spesek for the favor and to the spirit of
fifty million voters is the task that generally wrecks the sincerity of the
builder. He constructs such a platform to pleesse rather then to serve, and in
pleaesing he epproaches fifty million people in groups end sections. Ie listens to
minority groups which bring this and thet plank to the builder. Obviously e
minority group plenk cannot be the voice of a majority. Such a plank will have
great vigor--probebly will sound well=-but if the plank represents the maximum
wish of ten per cent of the population--such as soldier bonus for instance, or
organized lgbor=-it is definitely submitted to advance further a special privilege
group. These advirces rarely do .iore than take from the majority.

So I think most platforms are insincere, impractical, end designed for vote
cetching rather than performance.

Remember 1932 Demooratic and Republicen pletforms on economy snd low texation?
Remember 1936 on the seme subject? This is designed to appesse the frugal and
saving tex payer minority. Remember the farm plenks? While it is true the Democratic

Perty may have done more for the farmer in protecting the basis of our economy than

ele



oven the pletforms promised, it is elso obvious thet such promises and performances
wefe only possible in contradiction to the adjoining economy plenk. So you have
boerds leid crosswise without mails, rattling inconsistencies, and making basic
nonsense. In themselves the planks sound all right. It is the platform that is
nonsensical.

So there is a unique opportunity July 15 to construct a platform from a single
plank, or rather a single concept. This conception must be based on the assumption
that the fifty million voters mmnt one thing more then all other things combined--
thet until they get this one thing, they want no interference in the shape of a
lot of loose lumber, having nothing to do with the one thing, or definitely not in
keeping with the architecture of the kind of a pletform idea that the people have
in their souls. It becomes action through votes Novewber 15,

I think this idea dwarfs all past platforms. It is simple, "How may we
defend America?"

I heard e radio recording by Representative Smith the other day, end it made
me very ill. Smith discussed the very great need of keeping the home fires burn-
ing as such. He discussed God and religion; the cultural adventage of high living
standerds and great tolerance toward minority expressions which constitute, and must
continue to eonstitute, the febriec of the Americe of our fathers; and the peacetime
progress of the last eight years--bigger and better New Deml, more and better
expressions for the groups thet meke up the whole. He even mentioned the peculiar
end particular rights of negroes. Later he asked me whether he had not covered in
the thirty minutes all the points; end his actions lead me to believe that he felt
that he hed written the last work for the Democratic cempeign. It wes significent
that he touched defense with & gentle finger in esbout thirty seconds. On cross
exemination he said there were a great meny negroes in Chicego, and that he did not
know anything ebout Europe and foreign affairs, and was perfectly willing to leave
thet up to Roosevelt. So my opinion became & simple statement. I said: "You are
living somewhere behind the now, and if life events were not where they now are,
what you ssy would not sound so strange and antique.”

2=



There may be something in this Smith episode which mekes sense regarding
July 15. Very frightened minorities will crash Chicaego, and paid leaders seeking
frantically to preserve their nickle's worth from the very reel need and cost in
time and money of all. It will teke & very strong, high wind on a berren plateau
to escape the poison gasses of greed and fear of these paid persons.

Politiceally Roosevelt has probebly lead the Philadelphia pletform into =
catch-all and narrow concept. As I said, I have not read it, but I know that
Hoover and Lewis, and Taft and Dewey influences constructed & pletform with a car-
penter from Well Street, using ten penny neils on meny sized boards to please the
demands of little men leading groups who all together meke en appeal. I do not
believe that Wilkie will be stending on & platform November 15 which the people
will epprove of, beceuse undoubtedly his platform represents the mind of politicians
seeing public opinion insincerely a week ago.

Back to July 15. This pletform must be written in the light of repidly
changing events. It must leave the candidete sincere November 15. What is the
only thing we are sure of November 15?7 Obviously thet the Hitler machine will be
functioning. The platform, then, should be a working stetement of what this
country must do to seve the liberty end dignity which is the American way of life.
We all know what the Americen wey of 1life is. There is probably no dispute between
the two varties when safety and the continuation of what is celled democracy and
liberty are the issues. The great denger at Chicago is that the plenks written now
will be rotten in direct proportion as they are inconsistenté with the structure of
the minimum need for safety from Hitler.

I concede the minimum need to be: Every precticel effort of all Americans in
time and money to secure the safety with great speed. So why should a platform
defend through paragreph aefter paregraph the details of a peacetime economy which may,
we hope, never be scrapped, but must be put on the shelf in part as we race the clock?

So the less said about keeping everything we have while we race the clock, the
better. If we sey that we are going to screp these cherished ways of ours, we will
meke all minorities militently engry. If we séy we are going to keep these ways of
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ours fully active and progressive, we will lie and lose the confidence of fifty
million people looking in anxiety at and toward leadership for safety. This thing
is entirely too big to fool with, People simply won't be fobled this time. I don't
think it necessary to plece a seven, or an eleven, or a fifteen point detamiled sort
of proposel into this platform--an honest set of minimum necessity planks which in
their very escsence will tell these frantic minorities thet they haven't a chance to
function during the defense effort. But what you say and don't say is vitelly import-
ant.

We know thet if e dootor has a very sick patient it is not incorrect to tell
him he is sick and that you are going to get him well as guickly as possible. It
is incorrect to tell him that he is normal, because he knows you are a liar. It is
very incorrect to tell him thet he is going to die, or that he will come out of bed
e cripple for life. What the sick person wants to know is whether he has & good
doctor elive to the situation who informs him thet he is seriously working, at
whatever cost in time and money and effort, for health. For obviously s seriously
threatened pstient is concerned ebout life itself, the continustion of his very
existance, and only incidentally is he thinking sbout how he is going to loock and
feel AFTER end IF he recovers. So spare the fifty million as much detailed unpleas-
antness as possible, but for God's sake do not put planks in his sefety house which
will be week end meybe rotten when the house is occupied November 15. So, finelly,
I see a platform strong, definite in spirit, terse, honest, end indefinite in
dogmetic finality. For snyone who savs thet any specifiic minor issue, whether it
is our legal rights, our economic rights, or government eids--such &s bonus end
farm aid and W, P. A.--are to be continued in full bloom is & liat if he also says
at the seme time thet this is not inconsistent with the needs of the present &and
immediate defense. So, terseness, simplicity, a single concept to reassure Americea
that the doctor is end will continue to do his darndest to save America from Hitler-
1sm 15 ell . see tvo the Democretic position--Roosevelt stending on a platform built

for Roosevelt.

-l
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And where is Roosevelt now? He feces many cherges of inconsgistency and
vacilletion, and insincerity and personel desire to continue power. I see the
Republicen fact book filled with many petty truths. I see these orator people
pounding tebles through the land, and on petty facts I see a good case--z case
thet may lead Roosevelt himself, as well as hundreds of his orators, into a trap
of personsl defense instead of defense of America.

There is only one reason for Roosevelt. It is that he is the best bet for
safety. The charge thet in e peacetime economy he did not prepere for wer up to
the demands of the present fear and need is an ebsurd distorted charge, but the
multitude of petty charges thet the Army did or did not function for safety are
probably in the main ebsolutely true. So a defense to little charges ®hould be
non-existent for the first forty days--until September l--then when all of the
charges are in the open and the Wilkie hend has been reed, certain of the cards
will heve acguired Breesy and dirty repetition to the point that they will not be
news snd will be open to atteck es basic untruths in the light of the merch of
effort and events.

Alweys the best defense is e better oifense. And, speaking of offense, I
see the possibility of an Ickes beating the kettle drums that Well Street and the
Utilities are the primary issue. I think this type of offense whould also be
deleyed until the people themselves begin to ask, "Why Wilkie? Who Wilkie? Who
with Wilkie?" These Wilkie people will come out of hiding if not attscked too
soon. Weit until you see them before telling the people something they now will
discount as they look at the pretty boy end his femily--the pretty boy who upset
the talent. Only in ebout fortv deys will they see the money telent using Wilkie
in the Punch end Judy Show. Always remember an offense, if strong, must surprise
the enemy. It will be no surprise of Ickes gets out the Well Street drum at once.
Also remember thet the drum besters of the Roosevelt politicel family are themselves
vulpereble in the light of the present necessity and their seven years of responsi-
bility. Humen error is recorded in official acts. These errors would be minor in
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the light of the performance if looked at through ordinaery pescetime glasses,
for them the list of performences and the promise of morgﬁthe same wuld be the
answer. But this is not & campeign of drestic economy, or two party bickering,
of hidden motives, and greedy monsters to be pulled from under the rug.

Most people believe now that they are patriots, and believing themselves
patriots engeged in & stop Hitler, they won't want to hear other people celled
treitors to American defepnse. The thing is obvious to any one thet no one could
be such a traitor as to want to die before a Hitler tanmk. So one must suppose
thet every American, except & fifth columnist, is sincere in fighting Hitler.

I mey be misteken, but an sccusation that any American is & conspirator seeking
his own advantage at the expense of his own life and freedom is something common
sense Americe won't believe from Ickes or any one else. So, putting this platform
into a Roosevelt platform also calls for e single conception and simplicity.

I asked, "What is Roosevelt now, and what will he be hovember 157" He is
the top hope for defense. His record of humenitearienism needs no apology and can
withstand any attack. His domestic policies arc safe, because no one supposes that
he is going forward with more of them. Minorities will believe that the meker of
the New Deal will do his best to save all he can of his own meking. These minorities
mey distrust e Republican Wall Street-er, but they won't mistrust Roosevelt the
builder. So, let them rave.

But RKoosevelt, the hope of America for safety, has a platform to write--a
reason why an American gentleman is willing or wents to work four more years. Why?
Simply because & majority of America's millions believe he is their best insurence
policy egeinst Hitler. Otherwise why? I seay that if there was no Hitler threat:
One, Roosevelt would want to quit. Two, true lesdership might suggest that he hed
not done & seven year job if he could not produce others within the party who know
how to work and continue. Three, the American people would not get tremendously
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excited at the prospect of Roosevelt's retiring., To view his retirement as a
national catestrophe is to admit Americe's incompetence end his own in not pro-
ducing & man. So it all gets back from ell these wordy diffusive ramblings to

the simple statement that voters are waiting to determine whether their sefety
requires Roosevelt or Wilkie. On this point even s platform may be badly construected
if bregging reeches the point of saying that Roosevelt is the only pepper in the pot.
It must say thet Roosevelt is indispensable, spiritual and experienced in leadership
now, and thet all other considerations are of no importance to the American people
except the selection of its best defense member.

Obviously the best defense member has a group of workers in defense. All
Americe reelly thinks of e¢nd wents to work for its own safety. That is under
Roosevelt. So the platform must show not that Roosevelt is the only pepper in
the pot, not that the Democratic Party is the safety of Americe, and not that one
million peyroll eaters now constitute the Roosevelt machinery and are the only
working defense; but thaet Roosevelt is the key men, the Democratic Party is the
orgenizetion in action, and that the governmental machine should not be subjected
to the dislocation of its defense effort that must come should a million walk out
and another million welk into jobs they know not of. The American public knows
that a change of edministration meens & million inexperienced politicelly hungry
persons clogging routine Washington. It knows an administration chenge spreads
fear end incompetency immediately, as government workers seek safety in new jobs.

So the "Don't swap horses in the middle of the stream" should be revemped from the
Lincoln slogen into & 1940 edition, just as the New Deal ceme out of the Roosevelt I
Squere Deal; and just as Two Chickens in every pot came out of the McKinley Full
Dinner Pail. Exemine these slogans. The Republicens of the Wall Street type always
promise people more to eat and to wear through high teriffs and busy factories.
Roosevelt I wasn't one of these, and promised the people justice in edministration
and fearless service to all. And Roosevelt II promised a new deal (thet is, new

velues. )
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But Lincoln was no slouch when he pulled this horse in the streem thing, and
thet is the resl basis November 15.

But if the horse when exemined is found to be wind broken, there might be a
desire to swim to safety with Wilkie.

Therefore, what this country needs, said koosevelt in '32, "Is action, end
action now." If Roosevelt will teke the last paragraph of his first inaugural
and work et it, telling this country again that fear is a folly end peralyses
ection, but that action is a health giving thing which kills fear and the necessity
of fear, he will not be questioned as the horse to ride the torrent of Hitlerism.

So a platform of action, a man of acticn, enlargirp tle cetionr 5o include the

hope and preayer of all Americans that they be teken into the deal.

l. Lebor to remein in the family unit in the American wey with no more
dislocation then necessary. That is, where possible and practical the money spent
in building defense materiel end factories, other things being equal, should be
spent where the people are, and the people should not be moved where the factories
are., The last war sucked millions from the South as well as billions in taxation
from the South. A war economy must not wreck the fer West and the mountain states,
the Mississippi Valley end the South by sueking labor and taxes to the point of
death. Otherwise, how are the depressed areas to fuanction long &s tax payers?

If & Waco, Texas, loses five thousend to Detroit and is asked to put up five

millions to Detroit peyrolls, how is it going to be done? So a plank intelligently
steted thet nothing be done which would delay one moment the defense of Americsa, but
that everything be done in the defense progrem to protect the wide and even prosperity
of this land. I% would not be emiss to state that some things are learnec from war

as well as from peace and that the last war teught us thet it wes a peinful and

silly effort which disloceted unnecessarily the femilies end the femily 1life of the
country. It is & silly effort when e tex burdeped country was left with decreasing
and stagnant cities as other and fewer points became blosted with prosperity sand

-8-



rising living costs--this plenk should be called en even spread of war defense
acticity, or = qational plen for defense sctivity., This plenk is numhef ene.

Number two would enroll the maximnm.number of voters into the defense effort
by stating that the Americen wey begins in the home, from the home to end through
freedom of worship, freedom of speech to city and county and Hownship governing
organizafions. Since this is the Americen wey, and since this is the Americen
machinery--it is in the democratic wey we must function in nationel defense in
military service selection, in youth training, in subversive activity reporting
(not authority, or you will have the fat boys with the guns in the cedar breaks
chesing skunks and hysteria all over.) I think to orgenize subversive activity
into en authority is one of the most importent meens of teking carbon out of the de-
fense machine. Every man is one reporter, but every reporter must report to the
guy sbove end must not greb a gun. And person who is wenting to chase sples is
surely géing to chase them, end he is going to talk his head off. But if you give
him a place to shout and whisper, where he cen deposit his product, he will be
happy. If you don't, he will be repetitious and noisy and will orgenize his own
units., I beliéve it has a place in some early part of the platform because of
the fifth column business. In the Pepper proposals the fifth column business was
immedietely snepped up, even by Fentress., It is & lot of hooey to me at éhe
moment, but I remember before we went into the last war we found the German Embassy
intelligently working egeinst the wer effort. Only the individuel workmen and the
individual observer ever will sée e sebotage and the Department of Justice will just
have to put enough men on the job to take cere of the jems of the direct reports.
For the people must heve service ageinst fifth column action end fear, for they
remenber Norway.

If I were to state the teking the factories to the people plank, 1 would say:
Wherever the war effort is not delayed, the Democretic Party pledges its every effort
will be mede to spread the defense activity evenly throughout the country so that

ell sections of the country mey continue in healthful ectivity in the public defense.

-9-
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If I were to write the fifth column plank, it would reed: The Democratic
Party pledges that the existing machinery of our lew enforcement machinery will be
used wherever possible in preventing fifth column activity; thet every American
citizen is urged to report to his county or distriet attorney his observations for
submission to an ection by the Federal Govermment, which in turn mey instruct the
sheriff and the county attorney of the distriect reporting that they take up the
action. (This plenk practically says to all sheriffs and district attorneys that
home rule on fifth columning will be controled, and yet not supressed, and gives
every alarmist a clear peth to the court house for heving his mental knots removed

without shooting the Department of Justice direct.)
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The preamble of the resolutions should be 2ll inclusive end very short. The
Preeamble is merely a statement of intent end spiritual belief in the now. It may
say: The Democratic Party believes in the Americen way of doing things, in the
Americen way of life. In the present emergency the Democratic Party promises to
the Americen people the meximum speed in an adequete netionel defense capeble of
protecting the two Americen continents from eny eggressor or combination of aggres-
sors. :

The Democratic Party points out that this effort is elready in the meking end
im the doing under the leadership of far seeing and experienced leaders who should
be used to the utmost in the national deflense. (A reason for not neming Roosevelt
is thet only Roosevelt is sure and, since the acceptance comes after the platform,
it would ?reck the effect of mcceptance by neming Roosevelt as the only person to
carry on. :

I velieve the ebove is sufficient to say, "Don't swap horses in the middle of
the stream."

Digressing here, I hope that nothing in the platform mentions Hitler by name,
or Mussolini, or Germany, or Itely, or Jepan by neme. This is a defense of Americe
from all or any present or future enemies. The situation in Burope should be
limited to en expression of sympethy for end a belief in the ultimate health of
democracies and democratic principles emong the white races of the esrth. A ring-
ing stetement thet the pursuit of heppiness is the eternal demand of all human
beings, that certeinly there is no provision in the dictator pattern for the
individuel pursuit of happiness; thet the individual must not heve a Frenkenstein
of Stete heeded by a monster of power, an eighty ton tenk and a mechenicel jurgenaut
ruling over human beings driven by a power crazed manisc, said in platform language
in the preamble. The Democratic Party decleres with confidence that democracy's
freedom of individual thought and emotion is necessery in the humen pursuit of
happiness; thet eny system of government in which a power maniec in a belching
fortrees drives over multitudes whose only crime is love of liberty, is not the
ultimate. scheme of .his world. (The pursuit of happiness declaration in the
preemble to the Constitution may be useful, for after all that is the point of
the dictetor versus the demoerat. The dictator is more effective in the pursuit
of objectives that he elects--war and robbery by mess millions--but he is a complete
zero in the pursuit of heppiness which is the aim of men. So the Democrat, pursue-
ing heppiness, says to the dictator, "We meet on the field of Armageddon defending
our right to pursue heppiness, and the right is the American way." When you say
thet you have told all minorities thet you believe in the spirit of freedom and
democracy, but that you are going to defend it in any end all ways with speed;
you aere not going to two=-time enybody by putting e mortgege against the speed.
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Ootober 20, 1940

Meumorandums Defense rew mmtericls for oash to establish necesssry
Westorn Hewlsplore gold Yase now,

If there are twenty billion gold dollars hore, wiy not two bdilllam
sway from hers in tle Western Lewlspherow-a ten per cent deal to got
soldgoingnmﬁtmmeteﬁwrmnhwdrorwm
These minerals lie largely wouth of the Rio Grande.

gold to Canada for cobalt and ulockle and Canada omn tien move
it on the English. This saves the Johnson Aot ocumtroversy, but gets
going now. .

Bolivia, ting Srasil, mangensse; Chille, nitrates--the list and the
logations need no mention here bedauss they oan be on the Presidsnt's
desk in six minutes. A praotical lmasdiste~minded bLusiness man will
say that Lmediate purshase will raise prices atmormally; it is
oontrary to the privete ownersilp and normal purchase systom

shioh wo live; and besides thaere ian't any to be bought. .

The answer is thet government mist funotion es rezlists and with
Lmnodiate effloiensy. There oan's be bother about a eapitalistie
domoovatic formila w.ieh beat Franoe and almost best the Inglish.

1f tle Belivian tin ldng sits hungrily weiting for o higher prioe
before settling, thers arewsys. The manganses cartel In Rio can be
landied. What is needed is oash in gold to load tuv gunj onsh in
inrgs enough smounta to tell every South American dlotator that ne is
fixad up; and ossh: and ¢redite in large waountes to tle up the produc-
tion of all minss nseded in hemisphere defonss for ten yesrs, as well
&8 providing modern Ameriean minlng maohinery and mcmgemsnt to get oud
tie product, It is & threewway deal in wiich eash and the objlect of
safety 1o the motive and the prinolipals are tle Unitwd States with
to0 muoi pold putting South Amerisen matious on finoncinl safety widleh
will result in interior prosperity and politisel stability, and which
will have the privete owners of the South American nines s hap,y lot.
The lust merely beoause these private owners very large'y control the
goverments through their politieal puppets and oould blosk through
newspaper and pelitieal pressure the wiole business i they ero
ignored or unlalirly trestod.

Swamrys Got something real for $500,000,000 instead of luvaving it
sluggish on the origlusl State Department plan of buying uses of
food and handling next {:f- oxport broblems. Do it now, belore
#ovenber 5, in s suffisgiently substantial so that the Ameriean
people xay be notifled tuat at loast ocue or sluar, business-like
doals lave beon made widoh defiidbely direct /meriosn policy toward
defense and defonse muterial coutrei in exehanze for gold.

Two, proteot the reocifie side of tle Punmmn Canal now, enphasizing the
spood beoause of inown facbs on Gerumn and Japansse plans. This
angwers Willlkde yaps about the date's being near tie election.
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October 20, 1940

Homorandums &:porb-hgrﬁ Bank $500,000,000 sitting moribund as fay as
the koows. FProbably sotually being used as the basias of many
negotiations yet unamnounced.

Our people know $11,000,000,000 hasn't returned from Surope loansd to
bigger and stronger matious during the lest war, They i aven's any

idea that the 500,000,000 when sent below the Rie Grunde is ocming back.
S0 wiy not be honest and Sn the first kiok-off get mowmetidng conorete
and siow busiuess senge? Iave Hull and Jones Jointly announce the
purchase o leasd of three northern pase approaghos to the Pasilic end
of the Panamn Canal from Mexiaeo for ocastie-proferably gold~-to re-establish
the firet nation south on & fira gold taeis and esta inerveased
sotivity, tying 1t up witi the Aueriean doller in gold facts. CThis adds
also to Westorn emthusinem that the Paeific Coast off-shore has boen
protacted woutiward from Japanese-lexisan infiltration.

The Gellipagos Island leaws, premturely announsed by Secrstery Km
should now be ammounce! by Knox to strengthen him as Souador is £lxe
up on gold and the Southern appreash to the Pamssm Canal and the firet
step and fuel station in a prospestive 3Southern route to Australlia and
the Indies is bullt. iInox probably trutifully ean that Soundor has
rofusel & German airline to Gallipagos as a part of deal, and that
Japanese fishing psrmits have Deen tremendously stepped up (this from
Bousdarien records. ) _

Wlllkie and have been telling our ple to wutoh out for
Rocseveltts pulling a final political rabbit, If Knox, Jones, and Hull
are earrying on routine defense aots while Roosevelt is turning politiesal,
I think the people wlll answer this in Roomsevelt's favor.
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Jeshington, D. C,
Ootober 21, 1940

Dear Lyndon:

As a newspaper man, I have been asking people during the last woek what
they would like to have the President tell them. Two things stand out.

Ones Why did not the President buy or lesse the island bases off lsxieo
and the Ualapagos Islands to protect the Imoific side of the Panama
Canal from the Japs? This has come up becuuse Knox sald samcthing about
the Galapagos, snd because the Chloage Tribune and West Coast papers
have earried maps and editorials about off=coast Mexican islaunds to save
the Panama Canal and the West Coast [rom Jap activities. S5ince the
Japanese-German paot this has taken some fire. Some stories, probably
irresponsible, are that Japansse fishermen are moving lnto Galapagos,
and that German eontrolled air lines are seeking twice a week flights
from Heusdor to Isabellsa lsland, Ualapagos, whnloh I understand is as big
a8 long Island.

Twos If we are defending the lestern liemisphere, why doesn't the
President tell us about the raw materials tuiat we nsed for the defense
ef the liestern lemisphere? Who owns them? Aund are we gettlng contrel
of them? People know about tin and rubber in the Zast Indies, and
have heard about prospective imerican and Britieh naval contact at
8ingapore.

But many also know that cobalt and niekel are in Cansda. Yanganese,
tin, nitrates, tungsten, and copper are big South Ameriean rew war
materials, with the ocompanies mining them being lurgely German and
British oontrolled. If the President were to say that the ixport-Import
$600,000,000 was & base of operations for the cefense of Anorica as well
as oontrelling foodatuffs in South Amsrioe, and that swilt aotivities
had (A.) purchasel all available supplies already mined, and (8.) had
and was negotlating with twenty-one govermments south for stepping u
profluetion by modernising mining and lending management aud contracting
for the next ten years' out-put through using gold %o buy, and thus
stabilising this hemisphere on the gold basis,

It is probabl these things are already in the works of the govermment,
and the President may have these staBemsnts alresady in a speooh. But I
Imow only that the peopls of the middle olass, and to some extent the
business people and factory superintendents, are thinking this way and
wondering when the President will tell them: "The Paoifio Panama
approash is safe, and we eontrol all necessary raw material on a long-
tine besis.”

Somo have said that we should make & deal with the Duteh Bast Indies
government with zold for rubber and tin control there. Others say we
should take British seourities of Bouth and Nerth Amerioa in exohange
for eredits uisre at once. One fellow said, "Gold in Kentusky hills
isn't worth as muoh as tin and rubber and copper in making defense."

Sincerely,

Charles Z, larsh
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Ootober 23, 1940
Nenorandum to Iyndon

luyoas was foeling good. Thomms, of Utah, on the labor desk., Darney gone.

A good man funotioning as struighteshooting assistant to Lucus while Lusas

travels. Evidently a little money, as full page ad for Chicage papers in

g:ol‘m saown me to pun this weelend, esrrylng the Saint louls Post
lspatoh editorial on "iky Roosevelt."”

Am gending en Dorothy Thompson's editorial on Eoosevelt has the ascots and
Willlkdie the liabllit for possidble mmller ﬁisf‘ ads in small oity
newspapers as & followup to the Post Dispatoh b .

On gongressionsal gatl Lucas said vrivetely he did not see many losses
coming up. Le I‘oft tie Demooratic state tis and Slattery werc in
troubls and that Roosevelt would lead his tioket everywiere, but wes
counting on Roossvelt to help Congressmen more than state tiockets.

ls did not even mention liebraska, North Dakots, and Scuth Dakota, and
ssemed, 1ike Flymn, sonserned with the bigger states of Ohioe, 1liinols,
and Mleaigan, with the feeling that the next two weeks, with Willkie
leaving the Nid West for good today, would show the Demograts in geod worke
ing position for s fine experiensed machine-like drive with o faotiomsl
disturbanne saywhere except Wissonsin.

I was surprised &t nis calumess, as I had oxmiud to see a worrled,
tired, semi~defentist condition. e perti rly said Indiana wes bLelng
skillfully nendled with good drive in big tosns and labor at Port Fayne,
Torre o, Indianapolis, and in definite Rovssvelt dominsnce, both
organised and uneorganiged, Ne th Mgsouri and Eentuaky are safe,
little other than the work now beirg dons within the statea
theamselves. Sinoce he las practionlly given up three stutes and thinks
two sro safe, and is not #iseonein bestuse of teohniosl position,
lis las got his problem asctually six states and foels tiue issue ia in
the hsunds of intelligent, experienced lesders who in two woeks will do
a maximm job, as suo: loaders always do as the wvote day nears. Laturally
1 an pleased, as I taink lucas is no fool.
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December 18, 1940

Marshs

Johnson should take radic lessons, whioh might be taken at the
House Office Recording Room. The best possible elosution
operator in Washington may halp on voiese rises whem he uses
fesling. Hs should make no more speeches of major importence
or on suy ccoasion bigger than the Tenth Distriot with some
message in it.

Toung:

Jolmson thinks that his speaking is perfeot. Is has expressed
himgelf as believing that pmssionste orators--such as Conmally
and Shepparde-are cut of date, and his so~omlled conversatiomal
tone more effective than their spoochu. At least 1,500 people
disagres with hin,

Marsh: Mrs. Roosevelt started terribly, hired a woice temoher
with referense to the radio and is now alright,

Glass: A man mky not have any egotisa about breathing frem
the upper, rather than the lower, part of his chest. Hs my
have maoh abgut the style of his.idelivery. This seems to me

a matter of brieathing.



LYNDON 450HN50NV . JOHN CONNALLY
1071, s DisTRICT SECRETARY

Congress of the Hnited States
Bouse of Representatives
Wasbhington, D. €.

December the twenty-first
1940

Yr. Charles E. Marsh
1810 Twenty-fourth Street, N. Vi,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Charlie:

I sent the attached wire to General Donovan
at Fort Sam Houston todey and the attached letter
to Stanley at Amarillo.

Thank you for the opportunity to do this,

With every good wish for the season,

7 SSFERRED, TO_HANDWRITING fLE

AT
Johnson
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