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Weshington, D. C».
April 20, 1940

¥rs. Claude Fepner
1681 Creseent Place, ¥, ¥.
Washington, S« C.

Dear Nrs. Pepper:

Becesuse ] em leaving town and heve not reechsed you by telephone,
I should like to give you the informeticn 1 heve ebout the cups
for your perty.

He Herris end Compeny, 1101 F Street, k. V. hes & large assort-
ment of trophles. Mr. Speeker, in clarge of this depertment,
will bs glad to errenge to get something suitedble for you, should
he not heve whet you desire. Pleese genc¢ the bill, es per your
conversation with Lr. kersh the other aftermocre, to:

¥iss Minette Stockel
1072 First Avenue
¥ew York, Rev York

In the event you decide on venities, begs, or scmething else,
the seme offer is pood.

In eddition to thie informetion of mine, I should like to add
Mr. Yersh's suggestion thet you corsult once more the Laweilan
Delerete to Congrescs to cut the red tepe at the Shorehem regard-
ing vrions, by heving select:d Hewsiian guests provided by the
Delegate es his conkribution to the succese of ycur venture as
guest erticrts for the performsnce without pey. " hat the Dele-
gete bimself might do in the way of en honcrerium you would leave
to him. Vr. ¥arsh is sure not only thet iLhe Delegete would do
thie 1f definitely asked, but thet he would select cerefully a
truly repressotative, genuine Hewalian smell bend, insteed of
the Harlem West Indlen substitutes which New York provides. He
suggests thet a good meny of the people 111 kuce the difference
between the phoney snd the reel, because so meny heve traveled
to Hawalle. Therefore, your best selsctcr end best judge of
this type of musle is the Hawailen Delegate.

Yours very truly,



Memorandum To: Senator Claude Pepper May 22, 1940

This is not usable except as = last resort, i1f the combined bureaucrats
of the War Department who want to sit on their rplanes, and the combined
bureaucrats of the State Departrent keep blocking. Suggest Jones, R.

F. C., loves to be a fixer-uper. If the President asks him to set up
anong the war plane makers a quick holding comrany with a capitalization
of, say, $200,000,000 to buy from the United States and guarantee
replacement., Jones in action knows the ropes. Norentheau knows nothing.
The Tressury bureaucrats would be swamped. Use Jonea. First, becauss
Jones* R.'Fs C. 18 not a direct arm of government. Second, because Jones
knows this language., His legal department knows the language, and the set
up could be done by midnight for submission to the President tonorrow.

I could do it in a framework of words, myself, in thirty ninotes.
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of, say, $200,000,000 to buy from the United States and guarantee
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The Treasury bureaucrats would be swamped. Use Jones. First, because
Jones' R. F:; C. is not a direct arm of government. Second, because Jones
knows this language. His legal department knows the language, and the set
up could be done by midnight for submission to the President tomorrow.

I could do it in a framework of words, myself, in thirty minutes.



Memorandum To: Senator Claude Pepper May 22, 1940

I shall be in within two hours if you call Culpeper 7151. You may reach
me there any time today or tomorrow.

Hitler precedents have taken over The Hague. Our precedents from The Hague
seel to be taking over us. Your Mr. Hatchet in the State Department ap-
parently is reading international law and forgetting that the law of neces-
8ity functions. Do we work with precedent and international law to block
a world necessity, or do we meet the law of necessity with our brain and
our airships? Today it is brains to bring our precedent people in line.

Here is the working plan for the next twenty-four hours, as I see it.
First, you youraelf drop everything except this. If you were sick, I think
Johnson could take on your telephone except for this. As a Private in your
ranks, I am ready, and I am doing the same thing. '

Factors: probable men seeing as you are are the President, Hopkins, Hull,C -+
Berle, Pittman, and a majority of your committee.

Jones will practically carry out the President's plan through the R. F, C.,
or otherwise. If there is a smart man in the War Department, he also is
a carry-outer, Men oppossed are all the bureaucrats in the State Depart-

ment and the War Departnen logking for precedents
~ 3 Z& 2 ik e 2
v,}-/a‘he' plan: “United Sta has orders for ¢ t planes \witll many privat

8. The foriegn governments have seme orders with many private yards. s I{r%

The precedent people say & government violates neutrality when it sells a
government—-owned airship to England direct.

Do not sell them direct. Sell them indirect, at once,

It 1s not a violation of neutrality for a private concern to sell airships
to England.

The simple business is for the United States to turn back to all or any of
the airship makers the United States' own ships in return for future de-
liverlies; they then would immediately supply this newly acquired group of
ships to England.

This is done every day in private business by people who do not have pre-
cedents when they want things done. .

| mm& Star has a car of paper purchased from a paper company and
the T Tribune is out of paper, the paper manufacturer merely phones:

Martin Andergsen that he wants to divert the car to the fellow in Tampa who
needs the papeér, and that he will make another car of paper and send it
to Martin befere\‘hq_‘ is out. Martin agrees, and no neutrality is violated,
and no precedent is bothered about.




United States does not need airplanes today. It needs new airplanes,1940
model, tomorrow. England, another customer of private industry, needs
planes today, not tomorrow. The manufacturer of planes takes the initia-
tive., He asks the War Department whether the Department will take new
planes for old, delivery later. The War Department says, "Yes. Fine
deal. Deal q@lsed." New owner, private industry, cables offer to London.
Ships start at once for Londen. Then refer to Hull and precedent lookers-

up.

Believe that I, as a paper buyer, may use with you common sense before,
let us say, Hopkins, or Corcoran, or Cohen. As a private party without
epaulets or authority, I should not go further than a Hopkins. I would
be resented by the fellows in authority in a conference of theirs. You
have authority. They cannot resent you as a member of the Foriegn Rela-
tions Committee, Sell Pittman first, and any members of your comgittee,|;
og this plan. ;Try to take Pittman w1th enthusiasm in with you. nfi;vgﬂ“ AALTEN
B, R b : -
If the Senate' of the Ugited States were acting as it did in the grdat
days before the Civ11 War; if you men of the Senate had not become slaves
to precedent yourselves, taking orders from bureaucrat No. 5, you would
be indignant and in action, all of you.



THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION
ATLANTA, GA.

June 3, 1940

Clark Howell
Editor and Publisher

Senator Cleude Pepper, of Florida,
Senate Office Building
Weshington, D, C.

Dear Senator Pepper:
"For God's seke, sand them planes.,”

And God's strength to you in your fight to
awakea & soundly sleeping congress to the greatest need
America hes ever hed.

Send army and navy and meripe corps plenes end
the service pllots to fly them into battle along side the
French and British--even as Hitler and Mussolini did in
Spain. Will we never leern? Let them go as volunteers
if need bye--though I would not hlde behind e definition.

The urgent need is to get them over there NOW.
Fly the Atlantic, They won't do us eny good six months
from now anyway.

We let Mussolini end Hitler build the grandest
bonfire on which to burn the cercass of Democracy=-only
we not dead unless we edmit 1t,

I heve todey written The President, Representa-
tive Remspeck end Senator George and Russell that I belleve
Americs demends that planes be sent regerdless of whether
privete or service shipe,

And More power to you.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) N. S. Noble

N. S. Noble,
Menaging Editor.

COPY








https://propoeE.ls

1701 « 16th Street, K. W.
Apartment 120
Weshington, D. C.

June 17, 1940

Senator Claude Pepper
fenate 0ffice Bullding
W,shlngton, D. C.

Deer Senator:

Americe is {ighting todsy for the reslities which lis behind
211 those lovely weorda that American ehlldren ere brought up

to say--Liberty, Freedom, Equality. It is only in their denger
thet Americen people begin to rezlize how great they sre in
the lives of each one of us, end how much we would willingly
do in their defenece.

It 48 in the greet surge of patriotism, end the re-newsl of
America's belief in the walidity of these things upon which
sho is founded, that Americe is todsy looking to Washirgton
for the defense of these thlngs. America would do muoh to
soatinne as fmevise, a frea soustry, of free pecpiz. Yoy,
alone in the Senate, seem to realize how very great is the
wigh of the people that these things be defended.

Not many waeks 2go the Justice of the Supreme Court mada a
statement that the best defense of Demooresy ley in the effec~-
tive functioning of the institutions of Demooracy. It is the
hope, I think, of every Americen that the institutions of
Demoorecy may prove to be effeotive, Amaricans want a body
of representatives, I believe you realize, who truly represent
the will of the Amcvricen people to defend by the very best of
all defenses--="the effective functioning of the institutions
of Demooraoy.® History is eloquent of those representative
bodies which ceased to function altogether through failure to
represent.

You stend alone, It is ocertainly the wish of every American
that the Senste of the United Btates may soon aweke to its
responelbility to function as it was intended that it should.

Youre very truly,
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UNITED STATES

AMERICA

Congressional Record

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES

OF THE 76’}’ CONGRESS, THIRD SESSION

A SEVEN-POINT PROGRAM FOR NATIONAL
DEFENSE

SPEECH
HON. CLAUDE PEPPER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
June 17, 1940

Mr. PEPPER. Mr. President, I would not interrupt the
continuity of the present discussion if I did not believe that it
will be such a relatively short time before all these factors wili
have to be doubled and trebled, and therefore make the legis-
lation we might pass today out of date, that I think I may do
so without any great injustice to the issue involved. What I
propose to do is to offer a seven-point program for the defense
of America.

I realize that on this solemn day there are many besides
myself whose hearts are heavy. With the surrender of the
French Army, no one knows how soon the day will come when
all resistance to the invincible military machine of Hitler will
be utterly destroyed. Already the news service tells us that
Mussolini and Ciano are on their way to a secret meeting with
Hitler to determine the ferms of surrender for the French
people,

I know that there is not one in this Chamber who would
not, if he could, repair the damage of that great loss to the
cause of democracy, to the cause of culture, to the cause of
international decency, to the cause of Christianity. But in
the last 3 weeks, as I have spoken upon this floor and before
a committee in behalf of a program which I thought would
add strength to the preservation of our first line of defense,
there have been many who have come to me and said, “We
wish it were possible to accomplish those purposes, but it is
already too late. The damage is beyond possible repair.
All we would do, therefore, would be to make a gesture if we
followed your counsel. The cause is already irrevocably lost.”
They have already comne to the consciousness that we live in
a new and a more tragic world.

Mr. President, I shall not, therefore, dwell at any appreci-
able length upon the significance of the present situation,
because my purpose is to offer a constructive program, under
seven heq,dlngs, which I believe will meet the demands of
the American people that every energy of this great Nation,
every power we possess—physical, mental, and spiritual—
sha_ll be dedicated to the cause of the preparation of the
United States against a foe they know is already marching
in this direction,

239589-—18937

Mr. President, what has concerned me principally today is
a sort of theoretical query which has been in my mind:
What kind of an apology have those who would defend this
generation’s democracy to offer to posterity for this criminal
neglect in its defense? What are they going to say paralyzed
the will of the democracies of the world? What mysterious
germ, what magic power will they say so took in its grasp
the will of the democracies of the world that it was paralyzed
and stagnant in the face of danger which not only threat-
ened but accomplished its inevitable and permanent dis-
solution?

What are they to say about our complacency toward Hitler?
In 1933 a man comes to power in the German Nation, after
he has written and published to the world a book in which
he declared that the German people were destined to rule
the world, and declared as a single objective the accomplish-
ment of that end, against all odds, with an unswerving and
undefeatable will, by every form of perfldy and destruction
that was available to his marvelous ingenuity or his extraor-
dinary genius. Yet the world pald no attention. With
those weapons he destroyed the liberties of 80,000,000 great,
brave, strong people; and still we waited. Then he went out-
side of his own borders, using the same methods and tactics,
following the same declared course; and one nation after
another—strong, virile, dynamic—came to heel, many with
only the threat of his terrible sword.

Others put up such resistance as their archaic methods
would allow.

He went with a new procedure behind the lines of battle.
He paralyzed the minds and the will of a people to fight. So
he had defeated them behind the lines before he ever had
attacked them at the front.

Mr. President, this generation in the last T years has seen
the most terrible epic that the human race has ever had the
horrible experience to witness. One after another countries
have fallen—nations with supposedly great statesmen, men
of far-sighted wisdom, well-informed foreign offices, compe-
tent and experienced intelligence units—nations that were
empires of the first magnitude, whose word rang round the
earth, and upon whose flag the sun in its heaven never set.

One of those empires, Mr. President, so little understand-
ing this new peril that had arisen upon the horizon, is now,
today, a bonded slave to Adolf Hitler and his satellites in
the wicked confederacy which he has created. That country,
whose flower is the fleur-de-lis; that country, whose banner
is the tricolor; whose motto is “Libert£, égalité, Fraternité”—
France—is no more. France is a vassal. France is dead.

And England, no longer the lion of old—king of beasts—
Great Britain now is a great wounded lion tottering under
this great, invincible sword which threatens to take its life-
blood when it falls.
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Mr. President, that is the world in which today we are
debating whether one kind of whisky or another kind of
whisky shall pay a tax of $3 a gallon,

Already Mussolini, Ciano, Ribbentrop, and Hitler are par-
celing out the African colonies of France. They have proba-
bly already taken over the French Fleet, or made arrange-
ments to take it over, for no one is senile enough to imagine
that they are going to let the Army of France and the people
of Prance be spared unless they make the unconditional
sacrifice at least of their fleet intact.

Mr. President, mark my word, if they do not do it, there
will not be a man alive on fair France’s soil after the time in
which the sword of Germany could put them to death.

The naval authorities say that if you will add the French
Fleet to the Italian Fleet and the German Fleet you will have
a superiority in capital ships on the side of the British as
against that combination, but probably a superiority of light
ships on the part of the combination of Hitler, Mussolini,
and the French Fleet. But, in addition to that, what is that
smoke on the horizon by the East Indies? That is the fleet
of the yellow men—almost the equal of the fleet of the United
States itself. When Hitler and his combination marshal
their forces for an attack upon Great Britain, do you think
the yellow men of the east are to stay quiet in their territory,
or do you not know that they will raise their sword upon the
East Indies for its rubber, it manganese, and the other
minerals that are not found in such plenitude anywhere
else in the world, which are there almost at their doorstep.
Add that fleet to the combination of Mussolini and Hitler
and the French Fleet and you have a united superiority over
the whole British Fleet, even if it were all in one place.

But, Mr. President, I can go further. If you add that
combination together, and even had the fleet of the United
States and the fleet of Great Britain, that combination as
against the combination of Great Britain and the United
States of America would be as 9 to 10. Even if every unit
of our power were flung into that combination, even then
there would be hardly an advantage to the British side.

But, Mr. President, where do you think the British fleet, is?
Is it all in home waters? Is it even all in the Mediterranean?
I should say roughly that 50 percent of that fleet is scattered
around the world—Canada, New Zealand, Australia, the
Singapore base, and the waters of the Indian Ocean, and upon
the seven seas—wherever the proud flag of Great Britain up
until a little while ago was the ensign of an empire which was
master of all it surveyed. Britannia did rule the waves, Mr.
President, until this horrible thing took place.

S5 I say these units—that is, the combination of Mussolini
and Hitler and the Navy of France, if they shall possess it—
do not have to go to Singapore, they do not have to go to
Australia, they do not have to go to New Zealand, they dc
not have to go to Canada. All they have to do is to tighten
their stranglehold around the little isle of the United King-
dom. They do not even have to encompass all the islands off
the coast of the United Kingdom. .

Mr. President, with but 50 percent of the British Fleet in
the home waters to defend the islands of the United King-
dom, it is a very easy matter for this combination of powers
to make a combination which will be overwhelming as against
that portion of the British Navy.

But, Mr. President, I go a bit further. I am told that the
British have three principal naval bases from Le Havre to
Norway. Who now controls the territory from Le Havre to
Norway? All that thousand or more miles of coast is subject
definitely to just one will, the will of Adolf Hitler, and his
diving Stukas which may rain death on it from the air.

In other words Hitler controls the bases all the way from
Le Havre on the south and all points on the French coast, the
channel ports, the ports along the coast of Norway, the
Danish coast and, of course, the German coast.

A navy cannot operate without bases. It is absolutely im-
potent without a base for more than a short period of time.
It cannot operate without those bases to which it can come
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for coal, oil, or for repair. So without those three bases upon
the coast, on which now Germany has ungquestioned sway,
there may be one base in Great Britain proper.

But I ask you what would happen if in using that one
base the ships were all to congregate, a great number of
their great fleet, at that particularly vulnerable point. For
I am assuming in making these remarks that Germany still
retains an air superiority over Great Britain and France.
In the beginning of the war, when England had an air force
and France had an air force, and when Italy was not in
the war, even then German air superiority was ungues-
tioned. But now with France no longer in the war, with
France a vassal state, and Italy in the war, there can be
no possible question but what the combined air power of
Mussolini and Hitler exceeds anything which the British can
possibly command.

So you give an approximate equality of naval strength to
Hitler and Mussolini, and then you give them an unques-
tioned air superiority, and limit their field of attack to just
the island of the United Kingdom. I ask, Mr. President,
how long can brave Britain hold out against that vicious
combination?

Therefore I give considerable credence to the estimate
that has been made by certain military experts, whose
names I shall not call here, who said at first that perhaps
Great Britain would hold out until July. A little time ago
before France fell they said perhaps the war would last
until the 1st of September. But I venture to say that
Great Britain will be starved out, instead of bombed out,
for the very reason that they do not have a food supply
sufficient to last more than a few weeks. And ships may
circle the world in their effort to get food from the four
corners of the earth, but when they bring it back to Great
Britain, where are they going to stop? They must stop the
ship, and the ship then becomes an immobile target, and the
dock at which it unloads is, of course, an immobile target;
so what about the airplanes up above? What did they do
in the attacks on the docks at Dunkerque? They literally
tore them into shambles.

So if the attacks on the docks at Dunkerque 22 miles
away from the English coast could be successfully made,
what is there to keep them from making shambles out of
the ports of the United Kingdom when its ships come from
across the seas and attempt to dock and unload the food
with which to feed the people of England?

Mr. President, there were some persons a little while ago
who said, “No, no, the British Ambassador is simply dis-
seminating vicious propaganda. He is just trying to get
the American people into the war, when talking about the
British giving up their fleet.” And then some said, “Well,
what about the French giving up their fleet?” The reply
was, “Oh, that is some more of that vicious propaganda
emanating no doubt from the French Embassy this time and
there is nothing to it.”

Yet here is the newspaper of this afternoon. If I am not
a man who is out of his mind, I see headlines in a Wash-
ington newspaper:

France asks for armistice—Germany demands surrender.

Then here in the next headline I see:
Britaln fears Nazis will use captured fleet for invasion.

Apparently even the British are thinking there might be
something to it.

Does anyone think that Hitler is a sentimentalist?

Does any Senator think that this is another Grant, who,
according to the code of chivalry, takes the sword of another
gallant Lee? Are we dealing with a Grant versed and steeped
in the traditions of Americansm, dealing with a gallant foe
who fought a gallant fight, handing back the sword to the
brave owner who carried it so illustriously upon scores of
battlefields This is a beast, in whose heart there is no
sentiment except the sentiment to crush all opposition to
his iniquitous plan.
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In the summer of 1938 my wife and I had an experience
which I suppose will be historical. We sat 20 feet away from
Adolf Hitler, on the porch of the House of German Art in
Munich, with only one table intervening between ours and
his. I looked him in the eye. I looked at the cut of his face.
If I ever saw the stare of a man inconsiderate of all sentiment
which stood in the way of the realization of his purpose, it
was in the eye of Adolf Hitler. I looked at that face, and
it seemed to be cut out of stone, Mr. President. If I were
delineating it in bronze or stone I should make a straight line
from one cheek bone to the corner of the chin; another from
the other cheek bone to the corner of the chin, a straight line
across the bottom, and a straight line across the top. That
would represent the fixity of purpose in the cold, hard face of
Adolf Hitler.

Mr. President, that is the kind of man we are consider-
ing—worse even than Napoleon ever dared to be, more
cruel than any conqueror whose hand ever held sway
over the earth, and more dangerous, because he is a
preater genius than any military commander the world
has seen to date. The Kaiser's legions, then the flower
of soldiery on the face of the earth, took 4 years and
never reached Paris. This time, 5 days after Hitler really
began his attack upon Paris, the French capital capit-
ulated. Today, less than 2 weeks from the time Hitler
began his march across France, there is not a straight line
in the French Army, French soldiers are fighting as guerillas
here and there, some of them not able to realize that the
order to cease firing really means that fair France had died
into slavery.

Mr. President, a moment ago I stated that the question
which troubles me is, What has happened to us? What hap-
pened to Chamberlain, Baldwin, and their compatriots?
‘What happened to the French statesmen? What happened
to Gamelin? I remember that in the summer of 1938 the
French placed so much confidence in the wisdom of General
Gamelin that I was advised officially and authentically that
he had told the British Cabinet that he could crack the
Siegfried line if he were ordered to do so.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. President, will the Senator yield?

Mr. PEPPER. 1 prefer not to yield, if the Senator will
excuse me.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HATcH in the chair).
Senator declines to yield.

Mr. PEPPER. The British had so much confidence in him
that they believed him.

What will posterity say about the statement which Cham-
berlain made a little while before Adolf Hitler unleashed his
tigerlike Army against the Allies? What did poor, old, de-
luded Chamberlain say? “Hitler has missed the bus.” That
was the statement of the Prime Minister of Great Britain,
with two or three little mechanized divisions in Flanders,
with the French depending upon the Maginot line for pro-
tection, and really no adequate preparation for modern war.
Yet when Hitler was poised to strike his deadly blow, the
Prime Minister of Great Britain said, “Hitler has missed the
bus.” I think that statement will go down in history as
perhaps the most descriptive statement any statesman has
uttered showing a total lack of understanding of the kind of
war we face and the kind of world ours had become.

If we search Europe, we cannot find a single power which
dares to raise its head against the power of Hitler and Hitler’s
Germany. So Europe is his vassal. France is no more than
a slave, A few days ago I said that I hoped we would have a
memorial service when France died. I thought of the beauty
of French literature and the luster of French learning. I
thought of the grandeur of the French character in the past,
and how France had written in gilded letters across the illu-
minated sky of man’s history the great accomplishments of
the French people. I wish we could have paused, Mr. Presi-
dent, in at least a word of sympathetic sadness when the fair
name of France was blotted from the map of the world At
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other times she came back; but no Hitler conquered her in
days past.

Such is Europe. There is nothing but vassals and slaves.
Reaching to the southwest, we find a vassal state. Italy is
already in collusion with Hitler. The Balkans are already
trembling in their boots at every word and command he
utters. Over there is a giant of Europe and Asia, Stalin,
whose own blocdy hand is a part of the bloody conspiracy.
How far does the conspiracy reach? Take the continent
of Africa, Mr. President. Does anyone think that the air-
planes of Hitler and Mussolini could not pulverize any and
every city upon the whole continent of Africa? So Hitler, I
say, is the master of that continent also. In league with
Russia and Japan, does anybody deny that he dominates the
policy of Asia and of the Far East? The East Indies are
just as much the property of Hitler today as my hat is my
property, which I have the power to pick up when I reach
my office.

So, Mr. President, there is Europe. There is Africa. There
is Asia. Let us look into the far Pacific. There we see the
little continent of Australia, in the shadow of the Japanese
Navy, buttressed by the navy of Italy and Germany. How
long could that little country stand up? So that continent,
too, today shivers under the Nazi threat. New Zealand and
the islands of the Pacific are all in the same category. Today
the will of Adolf Hitler is the supreme human force on the
face of the earth.

“But,” it is said, “look at the majesty of Great Britain,
whose far-flung empire reaches around the word.”

Mr. President, I make a sad announcement, in which I
believe every Senator concurs. I will not say where Britain
ranks in the category of nations, but Senators will under-
stand me when I say that Great Britain is no longer a first-
class power. Senators will understand me when I say that
the same thing applies to the United States of America.

So here we are. The world which we used to know is
dead—as much so as the ruins of Pompeii, which bring back
to our mind a civilization long gone. The world in which
we lived 7 years ago is a collapsed and crushed world, as dead
as the ancient ruins of imperial Rome. So we need not
speak about the majesty of the past. We had better con-
cern ourselves with the challenge of the present and the
future.

Someone says, “Yes, but we still have the majesty of the
Western Hemisphere untouched.” For a simple illustration,
obtain a copy of the United States News Week for the last
issue and see the number of Germans, Italians, and others
of like faith and attitude who are distributed among the
nations of South America. A few days ago on this floor I
adverted to a fact which all Senators noticed: When the
President of Brazil made a speech, he paid a compliment
to the democracies, but he took pains to extol the glories of
the new age which is exemplified by the virility of the
totalitarian states.

But, Mr. President, someone says that the Western Hemi-
sphere is still immune. I shall not go into the technical de-
scription of the various countries to the south of us. Many
persons already think that they do not come fairly in the
category of democracies. Senators know what I mean when
I say that. Dictatorship is a sentiment not unknown to
some, Some regale themselves with the prospect of- how
much mightier they could become if they followed in the
illustrious footsteps of some of the dictators abroad.

The Brazilian President sent a telegram of explanation of
his speech. Why did it call for an explanation? It must
have had ominous language in it which made the President
want to disabuse the mind of our President and our people
as to any hostile intent we might have suspected in his
remarks. At least the speech was capable of a double inter-
pretation.

I thank God that the illustrious President of Brazil re-
newed his assurances of loyalty to the President of the
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United States; but even without Great Britain falling, if the
mailed finger of Hitler points at one of those countries and
says, “Trade with me,” how many of them dare refuse?
What protection can we give them if they do refuse? Will
we buy their wheat, corn, cotton, cattle, meat, lard, and
raw materials which we produce in abundance in this coun-
try? If so, what will Senators’ constituents back home say
when we come to vote money to buy their products when we
cannot sell even what we grow in our own soil?

The Germans say that with their trade policies they can
undermine our economy and stir up dissensions among us,
weaken confidence in our Government, and bring our people
nearer to doubt or hostility toward their own Government
and traditions. .

In this morning’s newspaper there was a statement
credited to the propaganda minister of Germany, who said
it would be an easy matter to stir up revolution even in
North America. Mark my words, Mr. President. We have
already lost South America. Do Senators hear that? I am
a responsible man when I make that statement. The United
States today has less influence in a pinch in South America
than has Hitler; and I challenge future historians to deny
that statement.

So, Mr. President, the isolationists have succeeded, per-
haps beyond their fondest dreams. America has become
isolated at last. We did not isolate it. Hitler isolated it by
a policy of encirclement which today has made us shrink
back toward the confines of our own continent—even, I dare
to say, north almost to the Panama Canal.

Americans, are you willing to give up your standard of
living and do without exports? A Senator on this floor,
speaking honestly to me one day in this Chamber when I
spoke on this vital subject, said, “We do not want war.” I
said, “Senator, do you not see the implications of the present
situation?” He said, “Why, of course, I do. It means that we
shall go back to a standard of living equal to that of 1835.
Take the men off the W. P. A., take away the subsidy from
the farmer, take away our R. F. C. aid to business, take away
the Government’s program to aid all of our people, because
the Government will not have the money to do it, let cotton
drop to 4 or 3 cents a pound, and then not find a market for
more than two-thirds of what we grow at that price, let corn
drop to a few cents a bushel, let wheat become an unprofitable
crop, let hogs go so low in price as to be incapable of sustain-
ing the farmer upon his farm, let our economy crumble under
our very eyes, and what will the American people be saying?
Will they not be speaking sentiments upon which “fifth
columnists” and Trojan horses may grow?

I tell you, Mr. President, that our country today faces the
greatest challenge to our security that we have ever had in
any day since the dark days when George Washington alone,
by almost a Divine intervention on his side and the incom-
parable courage of the American people, was able to wrest the
independence of this country from another.

That is the reason, Mr. President—because I was dis-
turbed—that I wanted to offer a constructive program, for
which today I know I shall be criticized. It will be said that
I am a warmonger; that I am engaged in a policy for the
dissemination of hysteria; that I am an irresponsible second-
or third-rate Member of this body; but, Mr. President, I
challenge you to wait a few weeks and see if the American
people do not demand the program that I am going to offer
right now, for they sense, in the way that the intuitive fac-
ulties of the people sometimes understand more than they
can describe, the traditions of our country that are about
to be destroyed, and they sense a jeopardy which we never
before experienced.

Mr. President, it is a 7-point program that I submit for
the defense of America..

A few days ago Senators were saying, “We cannot send
anything abroad now; we do not have it.” All right. Let
us talk primarily about America and its defense.
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First. Confer upon the President full wartime power to pre-
pare and defend America. [Manifestations of applause in
the galleries.]

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Harca in the chair).
Just a moment; the Senator will suspend. Under the rules
of the Senate, no demonstrations whatever are permitted in
the galleries. Those rules must be obeyed.

Mr. CONNALLY. Mr. President, a point of order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator will state it.

Mr. CONNALLY. Would it not be wise for the Chair o
instruct the doorkeepers that when the guests of the Senate
violate this rule they will be ejected?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The doorkeepers understand
their duties, and the Chair is sure they will remove from
the galleries any person who violates the rules of the Senate.

Mr. PEPPER. Mr. President, I want it distinctly under-
stood that when I refer to the President I am not talking
about a particular President; I am talking about the Presi-
dent of the United States of America whoever he may be. I
speak in the shadow of another election which will give the
people of America in the democratic way—which, thank God,
still a little while longer will live here—the right to determine
who their President shall be. If a Republican or somie other
President, by the will of the American people, is elected to
the White House of our country, I still offer this program for
the President of the United States of America.

So, Mr. President, I suggest:

First. Confer upon the President full wartime power to pre-
pare and defend America.

Second. Universal defense service, so that every citizen
may be best trained and placed for the country’s defense.

I mean by that just what I say: Universal service, enacted
as soon as the present Congress can enact it, calling to the
colors of their country the men of this Nation—young men,
middle-aged men, and older men—every one of them to take
his place where his Government may judge that he may best
serve—in the Army, in a factory, upon a highway, in building
forts or ships, or whatever the defense of this God-blessed
country may require.

Third. Confer upon the President power to suspend all
rules, regulations, and statutes, including Army, Navy, and
departmental seniority regulations, which in his judgment
interfere with the maximum speed in the production, trans-
portation, or manufacture of defense materials.

I mean by that, confer upon the President—the people’s
President, whoever he is, acting, of course, as he will always
act, upon the advice of the proper agencies of the Govern-
ment—confer upon some official who can act the power to
say, if a young officer is better to lead a company than an
older officer, that he shall be at the head of it. If a young
naval officer is more competent on the sea than an older
one, put the young officer in charge of the ship. If our
country is in danger, we cannot quibble about individual
rights of seniority in a crisis like that.

In addition to that, Mr. President, I have purposely in-
cluded the power to suspend the wage-hour law, the power
to suspend the Walsh-Healey Act, the power to suspend the
National Labor Relations Act, the power to suspend any rule,
any regulation, any statute which the President thinks, in
his wise discretion, will interfere with the vital necessity of
this country’s arming itself at the earliest possible time that
conditions permit.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. President——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Florida
has declined to yield.

Mr. WALSH. The President already has power, in the in-
terest of the national defense, to suspend every labor law.

Mr. PEFPER. I thank the Senator. I am delighted to
have the able Senator confirm that.

If more hours of work are required of labor, I favor
conferring upon the President power to require whatever
number of hours the national emergency may necessitate;
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for though I have tried to defend labor as loyally as I knew
how, I say to the labor unions, whose interests I have always
supported on this floor, “The only chance you have to have
collective bargaining and liberty of economic action is for
your country to live and democracy to exist upon the face
of the earth.” I say to the workingman, “The only chance
you have to keep from being a slave, ordered like a scourged
slave from one place to another, is for the majesty of the
Stars and Stripes not to be questioned in all of this broad
land or continent.” So I make no apology to any group
whose interests I may seem unjustly to affect, because I am
talking about the integrity of America, and in a matter like
this there is but one right, and that is the right of society
to preserve itself against all enemies.

Fourth. Confer upon the President power to suspend the
present debt limitation if in his judgment such limitation
interferes with the maximum speed of the defense program.

It is not any longer a question of debt limitation or of
money. It is a question of building ships, of building air-
planes, of building arms, of acquiring materials, of manufac-
turing powder, of constructing tanks, or making armored
cars; and money means no more than a buried treasure if it
is not the instrument by which the independence of our
country may be preserved.

While we made a gallant gesture toward increasing the
debt limit $3,000,000,000, we have already spent five billion
since we started this program about 3 weeks ago, and we
know that five billion is just a drop in the bucket. Let us
tell the people so, and forget about the debt limit, and think
in terms of 50,000 airplanes, two navies in two oceans, the
master of both, and tarks necessary to be the accompani-
ment of a motorized army of 2,000,000 or 3,000,000 men.
Let us think in the terms in which Hitler thinks, of materials
of war and instruments of destruction upon the field of
battle.

Fifth. Grant the President the authority to aid in material
or credit those countries and nations which in his judgment at
this time constitute America’s first line of defense.

Remember, I said materials and credit. If England can
hold out until the 1st of January, we will be prepared that
much more. A little while ago I asked: Why did we not
start 2 years ago? Why did we wait until it may be too
late?

Two years ago all the democracies of Europe alone, if they
had put their fingers upon the throat of Hitler, could have
strangled him to death. Today all of them stand helpless
before his might. Yet each one waited, thinking perhaps
some other country would be eaten up but that it would not;
being too timid to enter into a confederacy, thinking some-
one would charge it with violating international law or
being unneutral; putting up some of the defenses which were
as anclent as the Dark Ages. Their safety was already eaten
out in its vitals by the traitorous “fifth columns” which had
already unlocked the doors of their fortresses, and spiked
their guns, and had almost made ready to sabotage their
ships, and certainly had paralyzed their will to defend
themselves.

How many times shall we ask ourselves “Why did we not
do something a little while ago?” But we can still help with
material and credit.

We hear of the Johnson Act. That has been the buttress
and fortress behind which gentlemen have claimed the right
to national and international distinction, and all it has been
has been a cloud over the eyes of the American people, which
Igas Jjeopardized the country our forefathers bought with their

lood.

I am telling my colleagues, posterity will want to know why
we let a few blind men lead us over the precipice which de-
stroyed our right to live our kind of life, our standard of
living, and, God forbid, perhaps the integrity of our country.

Mr. President, if a few dollars will enable the demacracies
to hold out until September 1 or October 1, let us get them
over there as soon as we can.
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Sixth. The President and the Congress to begin immediately
the preparation and the adoption of a defense budget and
a tax program adequate for the national defense.

We all know this tax bill is just a gesture. There is not
one of us who does not know it is no more than a gesture.
During the debate I felt like saying to those who were talk-
ing about whether the tax should be on straight whisky or
blended whisky or rectified whisky, that they need not
quibble about it, because before the tax really goes into
effect it will be doubled and trebled so many times they will
have forgotten about this day back in June when they dis-
tinguished between one kind and another.

We have not even begun to tighten our belts, I am telling
my colleagues. I think the pairiotism of the American peo-
ple, as this crisis has become more acute, has been one of
the finest things I have ever seen. It was not the Congress
or the President; to be frank, it was the American peaople,
who demanded that we impose these taxes. They want to
pay. They will pay until it hurts, because, in the way men
understand when their security is in jeopardy, they know
that to pay now is the only way they have of avoiding—if
I may use a common expression—paying through the nose
later.

I suppose the French people would be willing to appropriate
a little more for defense, would they not, if they could go
back a few sessions of their chamber. If they had known
a few years ago, when the Chamber of Deputies met and
quibbled over little things while a mighty Germany grew
around but a single invincible will, what they know now, would
it have taken them all the afternoon to pass a tax bill? They -
would have been on their knees praying that every possible
resource and power be concentrated at the place where it
would do the greatest good.

We might just as well not pass the tax bill unless we want
to amend the title and call it tax bill No. 1. Do not call
it “A,” because there are not enough letters in the alphabet
to describe the number we are going to have. Call it No. 1,
because perhaps we can count up high enough to identify the
various tax bills which will have to be passed to defend
America against a dominant Hitler.

The very able and foresighted chairman of the Senate
Committee on Naval Affairs intimated very clearly on this
floor a few days ago that if we buil{ two navies the cost
would be a colossal sum of money. Yet is there anyone who
denies that we need two navies? I understand that already
a bill has been introduced to increase our Navy 20 percent.
Thank God for that. It does not make any difference
whether we say 20 percent or 30 percent, we are building it
as fast as we can. But let us build some more shipyards,
let us double and treble our facilities, let us take the un-
employed from the streets and highways, or from the hum-
ble homes in which they hold their sad faces in their tear-
wet hands because they have not a chance to work under a
democracy. Let us bring them to the shipyards and pat them
on the back and say, “Thank God we have your muscles and
your great strength and your strong will to work. You are
Americans. Build ships. You are not building a ship, you
are saving America. Build, build, build, as if your lives de-
pended on it.”

We will find “the old W. P. A. people,” whom some have
scorned, like Americans of all ages coming to their country’s
defense, and rendering meritorious service.

The last point is, seven, confer on the President the power
to take into custody for the duration of the defense effort all
aliens whose freedom would in his opinion jeopardize the
defense program.

There is no doubt in the people’s minds about that subject.
They do not want aliens who come to enjoy our hospitality
sticking a knife in our backs. They do not want them spying
upon our defenses. They do not want them disseminating
vicious and destructive propaganda. Give the President the
right to exercise the power of organized government, the
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right to put them into eoncentration camps, where they can
do no harm through strands of barbed wire builded half to
high heaven above their iniquitous heads.

I say that the American people demand of the American
Congress a policy of action. Another day has passed, and
we have done nothing substantial. France has fallen. Great
Britain is almost to her knees. By now perhaps the French
Navy Is a part of the forces of Adolf Hitler and Mussolini.
When in the name of God are we going to start? When are
we to mobilize the will of our people, every factor of our
economy, every dollar of our money, every unit of our man-
power, and make this mighty Nation move as one man
toward our frontiers, upon lines of defense, behind the lines,
wherever they will prove to be most effective?

Mr. President, I do not suppose this is going to get a very
favorable recommendation. I suppose Senators will say,
“Oh, some more hysteria,” or some other Senators are going
fo say, “I wish they would quit making these speeches.
They stir up the people.”

We are not stirring up the people. The people are try-
ing to stir us up. Just listen to them and hear what they
say. Hear their words. I could take State after State.
Let us take the good old State of Georgia, down my way.
The Macon Telegraph, the Atlantg Journal, the Atlanta
Constitution, are three papers whose editorials in behalf of
what I have been urging have in the last few days come to
my attention. They present at least a fair cross-section of
the sentiments of the fair State of Georgia.

Then we come to Alabama. We find the editor of the
Montgomery Advertiser, one of the greatest papers in this
country, crying out that we do something in this crucial
hour. I could name a paper or papers in glmost every State
of the Union.
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A few nights ago I spoke in Chicago, and, although it
rained up until the time the speech was about t6 be made,
there were 30,000 people present. The Chicago Tribune had
said, “We warn PEPPER,” in so many words, “We warn PEPEER
against coming out here with his warmongering.” Ope
would have thought that they were going to set upon me like
a mob. The authorities sent a couple of police officers out
there. What happened? I stood before that audience ang
said every word I have ever said on this floor. I spoke of
every iniquity and perfidy by Hitler my tongue was able to
speak of, and what happened? Two in the audience booed,
and, bless their holy name, some American Legion boys threw
them nearly over the monument.

I say, Mr. President, that that is typical of the sentiment
of America. We, as the spokesmen of a democracy, it seems
to me, should wake up and lay out a program. I offer oge
which has come out of the heart of one who wants to
honest about this matter, though he may be deceived. -~

I hope to God every fear here entertained is a misco‘n1
ceived fear. I hope not one danger that I have foreseen
shall ever come to pass. I hope that not one iota of the
jeopardy that I have felt of the nightmare over my con-
sciousness will ever come about.

Mr. President, but if I am not wrong, and if you in your
hearts are not wrong, tonight is not too early to speak. I
am thinking of the clock and not the calendar.

This 1s no time for sentiment. This is no time for ritual-
ism. This is the time for action, because the genius of
America has always called for courage, and for action, and
for positive character. Thus our forefathers won this con-
tinent and all that we love today. It will be because we
turn our backs to the principles which actuated them that
we shall lose the inheritance our forefathers so desperately
fought for.

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING GFFICE: 1940
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Churchill, e half Americas, knows his America better than Byranes or Roosavelt.
Churchill, tired,with his back to the wall, had sease enough not to ask Ameriea for
saything. The spirit of imerisa gives with proud willingness the aid and power
needed, even to the all. But when ssked, or demanded, the American spirit folds
its hands end says, “Come and teke me."

S0, Roosevelt should not be asked to ask Amsrioan people. Ths representatives
of the Ausrican people in the Senmste and FHouse should:

l. Vote their confidence in whet he has done to dete.

2. Tell him what he should do on the line of Pepper's Seven Points, or seme
other equally good line,
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Peppoer to Hopkins by telephone:

Herry, I went to ask your advice. The Sorippe support of Wwilkie is more
thangit soems, end I've got Guffey with me in the Foreign Relatlons Committee,
and he is up for re-election. I heppen to know (frém friend Marsh, wﬁo spent
some time yesterday with Parker) that the situation with this group goes beyond
the Philedelphie support to e very positive desire to defeet Roosevelt with any
Republican candidate. Often they support candideates in both parties, and then
go Democratic, but in this cese Roy Howerd, the king maker, is having Lis last
fliﬁg. Just 1like Heerst did behind Gerner. He hed Dewsy, end the switoh was
merely because they knew it was hopeless to beat Roosevelt with Dewey.

. This means that the New York World Telegrem will be Republicen until November

15. ‘ | '

That Pegler and Hugh thnson will edd heat end venom agelnst Roosevalt.

Thet in Ohio & very stiff newspeper enti-Roosevelt fight has been ordered.

That the Pittsburgh Press, which Guffey is reslly efraid of, will be hitting
the western helf of Pennsylvania deily ageinet ell thaet Guffey stends for.

I don't know what to do sbout Guffey, whether to tell him how serliouc this
Seripps thing is, or keep him golung with me without any speciel informetion exvept
.as he picks it up.from the newspaper. He wa# very hesitant to come along in the

Foreign Relations Committee before, end I would not went nim to run beckward now.

June 20, 1540



Pepper to Hopkins by telephone:

Harry, I want.to ask your advice. The Scripps support of Wilkie is more
then it seems, and I've got Guffey with me in the Foreign Relations Committee,
end he is up for re-election. I heppen to know (from friend Mersh, who spent
some time yesterday with Parker) that the situation with this group goes beyond
the Philadelphia support to & very positive desire to defeat Roosevelt with any
Republican candidate. Often they support candidetes in both parties, and then
go Democratic, but in this cese Roy Howard, the king maker, is having HLis last
fling, just like Hearst did behind Garner. He had Dewey, and the switch was
merely because they knew it wad'hopeless to beat Roosgvelt with Dewey.

This meens that the New York World Telegram will be Republican until November
15.

Thet Pegler and Hugh Johnson will add heat and venom egeinst Roosevelt.

Thet in Ohio e very stiff newspeper enti-Roosevelt fight has been ordered.

Thet the Pittsburgh Press, which Guffey is really efraid of, will be hitting
the western helf of Pennsylvenia deily against all that Guffey stends for.

I don't know whet to do ebout Guffey, whether to tell him how serious this
Scripps thing is, or keep him going with me without any special informetion except
as he picks it up from the newspeper. He was very hesitant to come elong in the

Foreign Reletions Committee before, end I would not weant him to run backwerd now.

June 20, 1940



Just say this one some time today on enything that comes up.

"I see that Henry Ford seys that his son Edsel's deal with the United States
Government for six thousand mirplane:engines to go to the British.is out the
window,

"I wish to say to Henry Ford that very, very soon he will meke airplane
engines on the order of the United Stetes Government, to go wherever the United

States Government says, or he will go out the window."

June 20, 1940



Just ssy thls one some time today on anythling thet comes up.

"1 see that Henry Ford says that his son Edsel's deal with the United States
Government for six thouseand airplene.engines to go to the Britieh is out th
window. | | |

"I wish to say to Henry Ford that very, very soon he will meke airplane

engines on the order of the United States Government, to go wherever the United

States Government says, or he will go out the window."

June 20, 1940
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September 19, 1940

Usmorandum to Senator Peppers

Attached 1s a note I just dropped Iareld Young, who is sitting in
at Tallace's Tshington offices Thls for your information.

Ce By Mo

PRESERVATION COPY






S TR
-

——
43- L

T TIPS ]

L
ro

3

!

“
s

.l

AL

mmwcmmu:mnmu
m#mtmbhmMﬂﬂmmm _' s
| B 3 iewe 68 G fai Nk vhe Sawmeel o Aerbes we & 'i.- 9
mﬂ“ﬂ*ﬂﬂbm%%ﬂ
mhm g
nqmm«mumzmunm
nummumuwm«wu&mu
um xmmmmnmm
R ' »
’Mmmuuum m-muﬁ—. |
Uﬂhld“ = !
, P, gearse &mmm*ﬂﬁm
Mumwmumumqm h:



September 20, 1940
lsmorandum to Senator Pepper:

In answering the Townsendsiillkie line up, Pepper will, of gourse,
have all the statistios of what the Hew Dea) has done in s09ial leglalaw
tion for people who have passed the working stage, and for people who
will passs Old Age Pensions, Sosial Security, Child Labor, ¥idows with
Dependents, ete.

Bub an enlargement, and & forward view; and no% merely defonse
statistics, ars onlled for. Is should promiss nothing outside of the
pragtioale He should point outs

le In preparing Ameriow for defense, it is right that we should
©aning the Ameries we are defending.

2. Ve shall nod dcfml.Amorim by destroying ‘merloa.

PRESERVATION COPY



Septamber 20, 1940
lismorandum for Peppers
Xansas Clty Stay editorial agouses Roosevelt of "making sncthey
offort to gek rid of Congress.

Cleveland Plain Dealer editorial on ™hat Thinks the mjority?®
handles the union labor appeal of Rooseveld, saying there aye 48,000,000
noneunion laboy employes againsk 7,000,000 union~ized, sayings “The
Roosevelt Administration has dens mush to exald the orga‘niud minority
of labors It has inereased the national debt whieh the employed musk pay."
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lemo te Senatoy Peppers

You should try for a good spot at & good hour of the day with
proper press notios ta be followed by & radie speessh within 38 hours,
preferably on & national hookups debating ,'mm‘ with another good
sized nARe . “ o |

The defense of Amerisa is & full time jobw=for youth salled inte
arms, for fastories and fastory workers seleoted to maks defenss material,
for Departmemi of Justice operatives on the fifth solum front, for the
President of the United States and the hundreds of thousands in the
exedutive mehine--and for the Congress.

> 9 e

I revers lineoln whe brought the theory of pelitical demcorasy te
this dountry, The only sustained effors sinse then is the soeial squality
and efonomi¢ equality whish has been hrought te¢ this country by Franklin
Roasevelt, after the theory had been expounded by Theodore Roossvels. And
now fo¥ deven years we have had Franklin Roosevelt and vmnn.%h- seonomy
of the farm, fighting for democorsey in produstion, and demoerasy in fastories,
The theory is to extend equal rights t¢ all; no% only in goveramens bus in
agrisulture, in manufasturing, in distribution. Thas man, whem we oome
te talk about old age and the rights of a man after twentyefive op thirky-
five oy forty-five years of labor and the protesbion of those rightse « « «

| EETEE

Theodore Roosevelt was never a Demoerat. He was a Republican and &

Bull Moocser, bub from the South, I says « ¢ «

PRESERVATION COPY



Is it time for labor peace and Labor ragketeers? If there are to be
fastory rasketeers and fifth solummistst! Are we to put an election eye
on Labor? It is alright for s candidate, but not for a statesman who is
going lnto the winter seeing things sorreectly.

September 20, 1940
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?fslhin;ton, De Cu
Septeuber 24, 1940

ly dear Johngong

I am attaching nine tear sheets: I am writing
today to Aame for twelve glong prints , and upon
thelr arrival will discuss with you the matter of
ong golum mats. These mats are nesessary when
the Senator speaks in towns whioh have not engrawe
ing plants in commection with their newspapers.
You should keep these prints in your offilce,

Paderewski got one good piocture. 5o did Toscanini,
You don't see gny others.

The tear sheeb should be seat to lartin Andersen
at Orlando, and to any other editors oy editor
writers whom you believe constituts a rsceptive
groupe '

Ce B¢ Mo
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0ffice of Senator Pepper

iy dear blanks

I am attaching herowith a tear sheet from the
Hew York lerals Tribune of Sunday, September 2%,
This is merely for your information, and nod
with the thoughts that you wiah to ecmaent.
1% is an cxeellent s what the Senator
started last liay, and what has happened ts date.
Znowing the Senator, I need not tell you that he
is & Semator from Florids doing what he can te
speak for Florida. I is neither modesh nor
immodest in saying that the Prosident has not
and is not directing him.

sim.aby.hhnlm
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Ootober 1, 1940

Dear Senator Pepper:

¥r. Marsh thouzht you might like to kmew what his daughter,
who lives in Florids, has ssid of you in a recent letter
to hims

"You will be glad to know that Semator Pepper hms picked up

& great deal of respect and prestize im Florida, whether people
agres with him or not. Scme don't, of sourse, but I think most
of them do. It is & shame thet most people were like me and
souldn't see oataclysm under our wery noses.”

Yours wvery truly,


https://oa.ta.cl.ya

Ootober 1, 1940

Memorandun on what Pepper should say after he hands Roosevelt the letter
that a publisher frlend has written him concerming the danger of loosing
the lower House:

dare 1s what I thlnk Pepper should say:

Mr, Prosident: You should see to it now that Z4 Flynn names Congressman
Lyndon Johnson as soting Secretery in order that this Congressional job
ocan be done during the next four weeks, It is not important who is
Seoretary now, or after the electiom, in so far as you end YWallace are
ooncarned. If Flymn designates Johnson as asting Secretary, it will
produce the following results

l. Johnson can, and will, raise funds suffieient to finance ths campaigns
of {ifty House members who have close rases. These funds will come from
sources who will not otherwise contribute to the Demccreatis Cormitteas.

2. The designation of a member of Congress wiio has served in the Iouse
three terms will make for & muoh better feeling between the lower ouse
and the Administrative bransh of the Govermment. Flynn's designation
of Johnson as soting Seoretary for the next four weeks will have the
approvel of the Speaker, Rayburn, and the lieJority Leader, leCormack,

I do not believe the designation of a small town, young Gongressman who
hails from tne Soutlwest will stain the present lationsl Committee porsonnel
but on the other hand will be an off-set to the Youth movemsnt ag otrried
on by the Root group for Willkle,

(It will inaure the eleotion of Congressmen, and it will insure the fin-
ancing of campaigns, and will insure recelving attention that they hawe
not received for seven years.)



Weshington, D. C.
October 4, 1940

Dear Senator:

George Brown, whom you know, is a resident of Houston
and currently is building the Navel Base at Corpus
Christi.

I regard him the finest member of the youth anti-
Hitler group in that section. I did not lmow that
your name was known in Houston, but it seems so.

I am giving you the verbatim of what he said to me
this morning. There is a laugh and a kick to it

when you add it to what the Herald Tribumne, of New York,
said about you Sunday a week ago. I think you should
attach this memorandum to the Herald Tribune, file it
for a re-reading one year from now, calling same to

my attention if we still are friends.

"This big Willkie supporter said that he was about

to go back to Roosevelt for one reason, that he had
sense enough to listen to and have a man of Senator
Pepper's intelligence and foresight on the British
situation as one of the men he had confidence in.

Iwo years ago he did not think Senator Pepper had
anything on the ball, but today he thinks he has

more foresight and guts than any Senator in Congress."

Sincerely,

C. E. M.



COPY

LOUIS G. COWAN COMPANY October 14, 1940
8 South Michigan Avenue
Chiocago, Illinois

ﬁom the Office of John Lewellen

Honorable Claude Pepper
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator:

Enclosed is the transcript of the address you delivered Friday night,
October 11, at the 21st emniversary banquet of the Illinois Chamber of
Commerce at the Palmer House, Chicago. Will you please make any changes
you wish and return it xfumkixix to me as soon as possible. We wish
to use it in full in the next issue of the organization's magazine,
"Illinois Journal of Commerce."

The Chamber seems extremely pleased with the way the program turned oif.
I'm happy to report too that you did very well in next day's papers,
except of course for the Tribune, in which you were little more than an
"also spoke.”™ One of my damn-Roosevelt friends assetts that he has
talked to nine business men whose votes you changed, that he saw several
men sneaking off Willkie buttons and that he's beginning to wonder

about his own thinking.

Personally, I heard so meny speeches during my eight years on a newspaper
and a year on Time magazine that I didn't know I still could go overboard
about the spoken word. But I have never heard anything to compare with
the address you gave. I'm anxioua to read the transcript myself to find
out how much was what you said and how much delivery and personal charm.
Part of it, of course, was my complete belief that you were sincere.

That you changed a completely hostile audience into a bunch of admirers
is almost miraculous. I didn't believe it could be done on political
questions.

There were three from our office there and all have had the same reaction.

Wo've bored all our friends stiff telling them about it. You've even
made me feel a lot better about our country.

As long as it continues to elect a few men like you democracy still has

plenty of substance even for these days. Please run for an office on

which we can vote without leaving our jobs and migrating to Florida.
Yours,

(Signed) John Lewellen

Encl.


https://could.go



https://ITS,,,.LF










ASIERSE OF yNaaEEh (Laahy oHEFEE O FLOSEN., SEFOUE el Bripe
SrpalyaBTUEY wssUUINNE (SePtaEl oF Tl WAk OF TS GENATE
MilD HOGHR oF &h“"‘i‘.‘hl.ﬂlﬂw'ﬂ?—* OF TRl Celaikal Pl At o WIS
Oeilsst, AAEUR L&, 1588

e, Soe3LANES, NE Fpeslier, Membeie 22 the Ssate Ymbere uff ‘riﬂl RN

iy e Bftigals m#hﬁﬁ%nﬂm#llﬂﬂﬁﬂw
Istnile (2 lppeesmist N q'r Bled s I hees fo e TSUEN SaS0 SEie aeRl pedwve
Wissm o sddpwsstus i Yaile Biettorit cammher FEb WUA FSpEReslE. the R &Y
1Mﬂmn¢:~u'=umﬁ-ﬂmﬁmm“nm wi il e % @
el e pesddegear Feliaiing 42 “ydase with =t 1&&-&*

Whots 7 nlians spms ons loag m:um
$ha coweTY ey Jﬁﬁfmnhﬁﬁwfﬂmm Mis etmmmernt
Foupinal ame mn Sadlde Mgl that he FoAbed oud Qe * Do et
Ful mﬂmh mnﬂu-mwuﬂm:mhm,um i, *
Camd, nﬂ'ﬂimmﬁ-&ugﬁaw

= Mltﬁﬂ.lﬂhmhm‘-ﬂ 'Mh'ﬂﬂm.-ﬂin,r?
5 b " P , . : ¥t

H’I—. mmumm x| _ : _ T

i WiaE: Wn







:l_z.t.

Ml WE AATLERSTEw te all Whw Nowe sekions & T aeelrphaee, SsalnE g
Ihe NEITES Ssaten, T #2105 seasht 4hay sn npiieh sheerees was devllal el ’
s 9 an eeenst DS S sahd s 10 Oveett D lades

e Dawgawas &8 Fncane il ilrllﬁ Inieriiver TyREminbcal  Tos
Teol Ak tho govsrwimala of Swmilen end & LNacESSo e uf i
Ret tanasd wa Rl Tiod Donsewis sessy ssssioml Po Fore &5 seslusy
Losucas, the moNS sTRruIhGEry wod Ehe aUPWAUEIN aRids s pYes ap.
}-&lwr.ﬁmﬁ-l-_+u41.'uem Sroo =xULl & Vs ks
for spiebiandue ofF uwlwmbion, e ' jugl g inpd weslls (wBelve
seilindd’ howeti e Cones (A0 ' \ .

]

Tidw Ty bie 2Lt rieund  eietakkat wiEh eaued o wviiaslae sean

winfasy

Heeh Lty Aze = e Spuasd Lo Ui diodl
w7 ube Mamesy quedfss g aedl SAEN Aapalis
;ﬁ-w-ﬂﬂmﬂmwumﬁmwwhmuw;vu
mrhm&ummtm” oAk

AE 'ﬁh_m st mdmﬁ: ar m' ;
m& Fasidahy M. of
o it RS rtwnal L Nhess WELE!

T

lﬂﬂﬂ‘m mm'mu

= - NSRS N iv-:n-i w-f

!

e o

e e e T



https://internatior.al
https://crystalli.:.ed
https://epresenta.ti

B -

VRt el e IS S E s e fie iR LY A SR s 1 ghinez i Am ez |

[

g m r‘:t—-hﬂ. "- E’"\r :.k."_‘.l |-l_1.l 'I""- o r..]_l,ﬁ. ml\-" "|.Ht'| n'fﬁ" ol |"E._|;_
pwndapluigt AL gl zEng el s Sl ﬂti—'l'..mu ol Fimsds B EAT iSn ...-:L. \.
e 5] e Sl [u et Sa i Grod f;_m 0 AU £, S B tL,am
Kot o gl G S =R e, '*’Ht ?Eﬁ:—. J& it lim.—ﬁ'h une’
-'hh"' f.-']r THSLES T AY Sﬁf : ﬁt_if i’ ‘uE*tT,l.r ﬁ#hl{' n*i&mm e od alnz Haut 1]
I h - MESHTE RS b 4""! ':-—uii

& enee ALigh 54 29 1#: r-:n. an :i?ﬁ‘\;”ﬁmmuw fEgzi Mo .:rﬂl,m_w Jaﬂl

s ARG e _ 3& umahx:hm YL TR W
Y t_‘-\"',fl'i' Ll—p'!"'.:.l-r'- =y ._—.1.-1 ‘ ”‘ Ll?luh‘.,a ﬁ! !n.ﬁ--‘r- Tz r| L .l{-t'—
o =i Lot il 4G maﬁ'*g%!b LERT: 2 H fia ﬂﬂ:"’ ;&g*ru.;:ahf_.i:u. Klsul o e

';:-' r:: Ui = R e e el ShTEN RUDP DS AG CU s 1015 g_
St A e S ﬁiaﬁwiﬂ"ﬂ“é.i‘;.h ",;u: Ited Bpiites ..b:ﬂ.-. nm.'"-btim- o=t

; 34N
'{'i"ﬁ'.'. “n Hﬂﬁ-‘u A -}'-]ﬂrr -'I-'"' Ha’ Ah'_;ﬁ ﬂ." ; l_:*l‘@r! EPI "ji-ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ" qt_fﬁf@“ﬂl

TR &"%n*;-‘*@,l.,_. %ﬁaﬁ@ﬁ ﬂﬁ?g -

" -‘r' ‘..f.-k m wgE i}f.s 3 ,mﬂ'rs“ ke aS al st m.j,'r@.aﬁ.lﬂnn =3 vaw-cu..;mh
A5 ; "-.‘\l ,.1 3: _ L Aia s L li&.ﬂlﬁh SR i Tty < O Ly
ELIIES 12 g - A—”W'fu'x»#nfﬂ.“ 0L -mr *fr.-n s ﬂ!““#igﬁbm'ﬂ:

h"l..;;éﬁ, deie bl cial

. _ man{!..im iR A %3 aif memtiag

doan B e ey e oo (S g bR AL :mn
; ’-"'*-n‘.:h PR e Em ¥ TRl mfﬁ_ﬁ-tﬁ '?f;&.r“ T=m R W b
'*m mr*.huae mw e t.'r"wo =LA ] kR ‘v;m Lok

ﬂ'

e gr as Thiches Ly, ”Mﬁ"fiuh Ty A STal ;;"mmmﬁﬁk; i iU Wi
fe=n STENE L mua:iﬁ?}q ":.r;,.um e alugﬂmﬂmg TN =t 4 -

. Tu’--t-‘"m'm‘-m# wmmmfa oL A e T hEd ik
ol T onANn0 u;}‘l" = o= T %‘wﬁﬂ#?j’.?{, m»ﬂnﬂ:‘@ 8

.'1.'| lﬂ"'_d"'i ti!m ?Iﬁ'ﬁé-:u‘__i_ hr.?a : ._ ;
: | '?mwm W-EQE?: W Phacs: .

T e AT T

- . ey
e ! Ve e I-. - T‘ i

;‘4'@‘ S h ek S D - M'HT‘?”‘ ﬁa‘:’ ‘ '

e T RTALesty AN fmintﬁa;&:&w W

aty Fhzysis oasemy i

5 “jﬂ' t, L &

] A _‘;‘i. 5 E T e _".

: e e A
4 - -'_-::,% ,' =iy _: ;‘.‘ B F B_x‘ﬁ ﬁ-‘“-llmﬂ#‘l"rllv
‘ fa R EL N S AL I e
t‘ L .Ir' g m 2Lk 11; - B et .' AheiT J5 L & 1

L\g.!llf%:‘-ﬂ ﬁrﬂ, v )

Tis=e ,
L = il 23 =, = .I.--'I. ==l -4 11ES A &2
A P S I W ZE T, Wt o 2 b B
e .'. g o el :,l_l_‘ﬂ - | : = RIS oL _ ‘Em -I A
- Al -h“ i'—‘rtl H‘—n;-". . :f = ..—-' L : = . *' ] - I y 1
< -— «
- ¥

AN o W, ERsl B ﬂuu‘iﬁ

Mg - m;f.*gd_;“é DEEET Y




¥

{11 M TR o IS .:__: e st

} J-T'Lr “
S s il y :
i g n:.wa:. T ‘Jhlﬂjﬂ EMUAL I RIRE ) ) ;lru,ﬂaj LG5 EAis s
*’#*EE’ "ﬁ“" :.u:ir-‘:%g Asy 22 fi 0 B fot bty 24, If'"':.:; _—
T A o i R LGl 2P L ‘melolE LmL.t"n‘;E;zlﬂi
= \.“i-‘.— 2= ﬁzﬁhltau ) R HGM|M" J

Sayw’ “-Z‘J-?hrr"“mn?m- ZEtii B SR ey i h fes S

m e ) .;1._ ey L e AL mtﬂni ey Any m:
=1 orn] cod 2%k e e z.ﬁr:p, A EhAs u.*.iiﬂ'i\_.ﬂ." '1::.--"-mr'rl.lﬂr LT R g-;
S S RS e s roma ;‘nffz.nf:w pioleteey .Hmﬂd#.l

yrern Torse il

L) mweh.m..;: L nﬂ“{:‘ﬂl“ -:lr.?j SefAL e (i
L

& T G A R R T LG S T e ke dhars (R LW
g me:mﬁf "W L'J'F . S| *..t“r* [Tl s o &~ e B 1’?jr"1&w o:am'dam‘*-ml. 14
Hieat C88 'm'q ) pyahE et = m‘timsaﬁms* LEUR! Al LAY A
L. e Ao i pia s 'm_, B ‘“*'l!" m;ﬁ“', LRSS T
(S

EDSs Wl '.s"'-’:-—";-ﬂl L MR ST s I'.I:f;“t'ﬂ. Uiy szrenh =5
ubon (Bisra, BEIALIRG, of Ghell Bdh pRssetttnte Un eV Medanihrat, 21 i’—ﬁa’ .
1T O B 5 T T _q._.t:-r FITAN-CS @Lﬂl 'HEI‘. 1

T i A 1S l:‘lih Nty v FJTL'

Fineh s enBiaslnatan ehish hss

Fan 11 Uy SEal ﬂ’!:ﬂ W?hun Eifi ;m;:..g LS aIn) s L'Eﬂm._r
b g 1..-1“?-:?.4; 'qbﬂ-'b-"tﬂ L S n..piﬂ_“.}ﬂt ﬁmm.‘*- TRus
w0 ebsagllh ¢n “‘i.i)hww'h”'“r Lk T -‘;&.t’idm"lm Tl %=
i el Sl L : gl iR E h.'b i.,.."'-t‘qw g
EBRITINL [l Kb muuan:: *J?Tdﬁrhuqmmﬁ -*r T e AL P TE S S
e iy e s Skl "-"*;...i patE] "*'ﬂ—hﬂ A3 _-...:.; 7s
um::,ﬁwmmnem e T . 0 !.i.n t . t"!ﬂ' e 1:&.' #:-'H" el emsaei por 1Ry
SOMESTY S FRad s ] wsaf g ) --t,gnu RNt — Lo Afnal
ALl Sonin pEn st atiigE S nmm W&z St g

ey ety Buw ) 1880 -gi?u s A=l M.:..Qﬁﬂ-ﬂs ik ame 115,01 582
T UL | 0, C AR AL 'fg-q [T w*...L_M‘ Sﬂﬂ\fﬁ?&}ﬁﬂ' v Lp‘urﬁ#
wﬁﬂrﬂfﬁn::;.ahr”ttﬂg‘- T ERA Y e H. (ST RES B “u-».‘lﬂﬁh Yo
:&HM}JT"&J' . ﬂaﬂ “i..."‘ l}-'ﬁ m*‘h';‘.m. ‘:lk = ﬁi ﬂ‘—m:;‘, ;Lﬂ‘a‘- .

mihoT Yot ;!"J 1 ez, w Ee et L
nEsie) 1 2y e 'E‘*e:-r -'LE- *’bﬁ: !."r‘“‘-:r"'! ] #m PR S L
) u.a!. W' mlﬁﬁ!ﬁ"&n b b w.a, it
g L wah @i 1T

|

= ~oolll De Ao ot
Ik iy ety

ks wy o ;&«mw: s
WEL i L= T S .Wu-(f_u,mfgm T
ERULCEN St RSl A e e
URE S Mﬂm ﬁ&:{wﬂﬂ%ﬂg v Bicy

L
.-L;—-l'u.—
e AMA&&*. sumLzas e ‘*?ﬁ"‘ Ly '&Ej.h'lfﬂ-..r‘ l‘.‘]‘ml kaﬁiﬁ"t T
Ales ”J"ﬁuti"l me iy i i --mﬁ*"ﬁhﬁi‘wﬂun A fﬁlﬁ.,m
s I'I.ITEE s ol ""'J:ﬂJ.ﬂ'_EL e SRl Eé VaEh e rses we Ak

£re= Pl Wx. s R i‘l:gn'ﬂ'm (25T e Rl L L
L E AT TR X af T s

At JEEL 1= i vl '5.:!:’:!: ism
o= syl g | M ih= = ""__' : T h AT -.i'!'.-n-f" oo
""lzd ‘ﬂll—‘ ‘ﬂ' e v 2 eifi il 1 1 . ] hx’“
\'IE}*L:E j‘iTRBEE:L ﬁ' j_‘ug'ﬂ ..;um?n],
———

—=-_—l —


https://ashwn.ed
https://alrei:i.dy
https://pproprie.te

4 e RN

Lo Fi, W g PR wl‘mﬂlﬁﬂﬁ‘l :J.t'f pan LT Rt P i w MHEEM |
4 el e (e ST s e RIS

i . . N — P
e i G zlingy OF SSSenaS oy m*‘n o SEAlL o anisE e =
<mabh it srel B asn | Mo s L) SRR P

--—‘-’Iﬁ-l 4 fonruls ceells) OF ¥ s *r*.,ai.?m# n.;,..,t..l ARl e Fk Soian e La0s
Su W wemm AL L o0 wash -n*‘“"h*"'*-* ;ut &\wmﬁa~w Rt T e
S it t S G s Ea el ,1.1:: 5 I'Ftn:“ 0h _,ed'm NEEN LU A%
Dyrg LT A =LA T oo I s et o la)Man e e ol
SAsfls ey CaTeha ) i Mf,ﬁﬁ.ﬂr‘r sl iy h-:. AT ARBE, g Yooy
ST u:mr- ‘E'Eu:* “an At s il ‘hu hhh m"@f*'a.. Plsegiw'L ot e ::'ﬁn srE
.?"‘I Ly s 'Lt “-.- IM-'J ‘.-ql—?#“ "“E”L..’-" ﬂq ﬁhﬁ' Ef‘ }{'ﬁ ;QP'H"#JM '!L’l_.uj_—. -U e
sy

\ Wt LS Palls s rp et 1 | S g Lﬂr"h.,:.{tﬁ-a NI S
]
)

_ SUE, ¥8 arn- Beme Al il bgimiyy Lhat L8 e Tk the B
shiralligilve s (e adslEini) *E’f-;ypb 1 d'u"L. AJ:‘-'LM A el U it
B T ) f—;:n--m... ' am' 'n?ELa:- Rerai i e s,
I-wm ARSI "liv*"*c b mﬁ.:'."‘aﬂ D"‘m,‘ .-:.,uw'l itt. 'Ir,:!w Eu.e- S QA LS~

—ATLEE; e Mo e ol n, i (S e wraknes e ﬂrﬁiw'ﬂhr“ J LAY
o it o VS Sasoon et et B i*:a@ akOnd A s e _,.t.mn“‘
SO R *"*,.ﬂi:m EH Ty .J:rr'.-r".-.-!r S T e N - "‘!!*E |
o e s Naetdcn weEl m:r‘m-rrnf'rrsa‘r’:- o7 .

&w&rﬂ:—-:e'!v Ay E?mzfmi: [ Lonarpy peckini= st RPN #ﬁiw =
T PR n&ﬂ*’-‘ﬁ:ﬂ;@e e Fsa ) -i'p:g-mg:n tu heealasn S S R T S N
PIED st F-l:tﬁ-'nnurr Ay e T '“L:usc- ’m.* - Iai |TaE SR G A | B O <y
=Hp ,.m=1-3‘$ Frit r...-. m"ﬂmﬁ_q. #.hn'hﬂm';ﬁ 'mn.—r
1, ‘#ﬂ L \"L‘E-__’u.‘ i'uﬂ.f Jhllrﬁﬁ' “_ ; sl .f; _’:1- g """'-if . #"!B‘“
e b K Gy -.mr ’4-@"?;;: T n.n_i"._*?*ww by e |

: S UHET Oy, Whar l't.n'mf‘ =t
|H£. m‘aﬁh‘ﬂ}## wiys Eg '.:-'?H'-.-"r?*‘.ir-—». "

_L-J. o__*. ﬂ..'-.nh ﬂ ﬂl\' E:"rrt'l:}: xﬂ hl'lﬂ"i '
)E‘_".n hr-: m-‘

'::E% DA s i ne WLAEY P2 L ﬂ-‘:ﬁ**r: £ ‘r.-,#rrf.-l‘u, ‘2':. LTI ot
' ut *mm e ’I'*s: f:n*l.'#w’i H.._giip«s:::r “'l:_ »'_rt- _ glm 21:1
Tﬂa_‘s ==' s AR ;,Lg;n{zcﬁm iy M--w.iu.-,;_nmw W Sen
i -:H e AR SR ST ﬂt I.i:m -HrT_!:gf minmn s Al Ao ez, Tarewidn
g
Gt~ R T R ST
AR AZs R4, are Ty wnd (Fae

e ) helsars dlamy euniis
,‘F‘m @ a*-::fﬂ-mﬂb, 'i."..J.!"

| '-M.r,. sperizes: "-111“1'”1 A AN Ee fﬁ. *:m,’kq, fihalz? ...w..uf.'.i;tr" R R S
l _lﬁihs FANTESY t‘t TsLL e ﬁ.ifni‘ hla':i-;g lu::i ﬁ*_l." NI F.thw'r B
)lf—-?tﬂu,:.:kz:.t» AR T L‘-’hvﬂumrtﬁ* boll gl i) s, noduifiin et e
20 m.f.;':m, It mmlfn& g‘_‘@] 'iL CRL = 3B DR £ (e
sl P o SO 'fﬁé ‘w:nﬂ:dl jﬁﬁ ?ﬁﬁwm"‘l i . .
-

—— T

-

o,

NS p———. .

— T m——



(Not printed at Government expense)

United States
of America

Time to Get Tough With the Dictators

SPEECH

OF

HON. CLAUDE PEPPER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 6, 1941

Mr. PEPPER. Mr. President, a week
ago today I stood at the Hermitage and
gazed upon the tomb of Andrew Jackson.
I walked over the spacious grounds where
that brave man and his good wife had
walked. I saw the slippers which had
carried his restless feet. I saw the gar-
ment which had been wrapped around
him in the last days of his life, and I saw
the bed upon which he breathed his last.
I could not come within the inspiring at-
mosphere of the life and the tomb of
Andrew Jackson in this moment of crisis
facing the country which he loved and for
which he so often and so valorously of-
fered his life without gaining some im-
pression as to what Andrew Jackson
would say to his beloved country in this
sad hour.

If there was anything distinctive about
the character of Andrew Jackson it was
the quality of positiveness and certainty
that grew out of an unequivocal convic-
tion. If there was anything he scorned, it
was evasion and indirectness. If there
was anything that marked Andrew Jack-
son the man, it was the manliness of all
that he did. Therefore when this Nation
is the last citadel of democracy standing
in the world, and when the chief assault
is not now in the Balkans, or even at the
Dardanelles, or Gibraltar, or Suez, but
upon the ramparts of American public
opinion, it is well that we consider what
America shall think and do in this trou-
bled time.

I hope the Senate will not misunder-
stand me if I advert to the fact that
about 10 months ago, on the sad day
when the Republic of France fell, I ven-
tured to make some comment in the Sen-
ate and to propose what I thought might
be regarded as a constructive program
containing seven points, which were:

First. Confer upon the President full
wartime power to prepare and defend
America;

Second. Universal defense service, so
that every citizen may be best trained and
placed for the country’s defense;

Third. Confer upon the President
power to suspend all rules, regulations,
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and statutes, including Army, Navy, and
departmental seniority regulations,
which, in his judgment, interfered with
the maximum of the production, trans-
portation, or manufacture of defense
madterials;

Fourth. Confer . upon the President
power to suspend the present debt limi-
tation if in his judgment such limitation
interferes with the maximum speed of
the defense program;

Fifth. Grant the President the author-
ity to aid in material or credit those

. countries and nations which, in his judg-

ment, at this time constitute America’s
first line of defense;

Sixth. The President and the Congress
to begin immediately the preparation and
the adoption of a defense budget and a
tax program adequate for the national
defense; and

Seventh. Confer upon the President
the power to take into custody for the
duration of the defense effort all aliens
whose freedom would, in his opinion,
jeopardize the defense program.

Concluding those seven points was the
reservation: These powers to last for the
duration of the emergency only.

Mr. President, in the 10 months which
have elapsed since those utterances were
made here in this body the world has been
made over. Those sinister forces which
some thought had come to their culmina-
tion in that period 10 months ago have
now grown even stronger, and they
threaten even a larger area than that
which was within the scope and compass
of their thought then. Where their
strategy at that time was Europe-wide,
it has now become the grandest strategy
ever conceived in the imagination of
mortal man; it is as wide as the circum-
ference of the globe itself; it touches
every crucial point upon the face of the
earth,

We know, of course, that now the Bal-
kans lie supinely beneath the tyrant’s
heel; we kno'v also that his army stands
poised to strike at the Dardanelles, to
take Gibraltar, and perhaps the Suez,
almost at will, or within a relatively short
time, and maybe possibly after a brief
struggle. His power stretches even be-
yond that, for there is enough to convince
any observer that there has been a sol-
emn compact between Japan and Ger-
many, and that, for the first time, the
occidental and the oriental conquerors
have covenanted to meet in India and
bring into cohesion their old world-wide
conquest.

A few days ago another significant
event occurred.

The Foreign Minister of the Japanese
Empire came on a bargaining tour,
pledging his troth to the highest and best
bidder. Consequently, the Japanese re-
newed their ties of affection and fidelity
not only to the Axis Powers, which they
joined largely to coerce and threaten
the United States of America, but they
have added now into their orbit another
force that for a time poised, we thought,
upon a course of opposition to the Axis.
I refer to the Russia of Stalin.

I have had a feeling since the begin-
ning of this controversy that, since na-
tional policy is determined by national
interest, there would come a time when
Russia would move definitely into the or-
bit of the powers opposing the Axis. I
think there has been great shortsighted-
ness on the part, first, of Britain, and,
then on the part of the United States of
America in dealing with Russia. I think,
if we had given greater assurance of
strength to those ranks opposing the
Axis, Russia would have been, perhaps,
In a position to put up a little stronger
front on their own part.

I venture to believe that an alternative
was put to Russia when this war began:
“Will you take a part of the loot of Po-
land or will you fight?” They very nat-
urally said, “We will take a part of the loot,
and not fight.” And when France was
crushed an alternative proposal was
again put to them: “Will you take a part
of the loot of the Balkans or will you
fight?” Again, seeing that England was
hard pressed to survive and incapable of
giving any aid, seeing that the policy of
this country was still uncertain and
equivocal, seeing that there was no ally
in the Balkans of sufficient power to give
them appreciable strength, again they
sald, not being entirely wedded to de-
mocracy, anyhow, “We will take part of
the loot and still not fight.” I think
probably that the alternative is again
being put to them: “Will you share the
occupancy of the Dardanelles? Will you
take part of the Near East? Will you
carve up the Old World with us and take
a share? Or will you fight?” And
again without strength on the horizon
apparently great enough to give them as-
surance of being able to stand out, they
took the easy course, the way of least re-
sistance, and said, “We will take the loot
and still not fight.”

How they salve their conscience, how
they appease their judgment against the
fateful day when they will have to an-
swer to this Hitler who now breaks off
little chunks of the earth and drops them
into their supine lap, is a matter of their
strategy and destiny, and not of ours.

[multiple copies in folder]
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But now we have seen not just the Axis—
Germany, 1taly, and Japan—but we have
seen beyond any question of a doubt that
Russia has so much moved into the
sphere of that constellation that she has
even repudiated the sentiments of friend-
liness toward the opposing cause that she
previously uttered.

We find the culmination of the whole
scheme in the recent utterances of the
Japanese foreign office, as given by one
of their authoritative newspapers, as to
what their aims are for a peace with the
world. They say, of course, that our own
defenses must be weakened; that we must
reduce Hawaii to a naval base of relative
impotence. They say that we and Brit-
aln must reduce the strength of our naval
forces until they do not exceed those of
the Axis. They say that the Monroe
Doctrine shall be abrogated and that
North America shall no longer claim the
power to influence the destiny and the
conduct of South America. Of course,
they contemplate that Britain shall re-
treat from the east and from the Medi-
terranean and from the other points of
advantage which the British hold upon
the face of the globe. In other words,
they lay down the ultimatum, “Retreat.
Retreat. Retfreat to your own shrinking
sphere, or we will level at you the das-
tardly methods with which we have so
gloriously succeeded in the months and
the years past; and eventually you, too,
shall crumble beneath this mighty effort.”

And then we see Herr Hitler making a
report to his Reichstag, which he calls,
with sardonic hypocrisy, an elected body;
and so he tells them that ‘“the Reich shall
live for a thousand years. There is no
coalition possible upon the face of the
earth that can stand against us.”
So does it appear, looking over the horizon
that confronts the Fuhrer as he sits to-
day, perhaps, upon his Olympian heights.
As he stands where the brave Leonidas's
men died and gloats over Thermopylae,
which he has been able to conguer more
gloriously than any tyrant of the past.
It may be he will yet have the effrontery
to stand on the Acropolis and try to
claim for himself the glory of ancient
Greece with the power of modern Ger-
many. So this cruel pagan looks out
upon the face of the earth and threatens
all that comes within his sphere.

The question presents itself, Mr. Presi-
dent, to us, How much longer shall we
wait to take the initiative away from the
dictators? How many more miles shall
we retreat? What other hiding places
shall we seek? What new timidity shall
clothe our efforts? What further uncer-
tainty and doubt shall characterize our
national policy?

Mr, President, how many sheep does a
sheep-killing dog have to kill before he is
branded as a sheep-killing dog? How
many more hations besides the 15 he has
already destroyed does Herr Hitler have
to take to become the sheep-killing dog
of the earth, to be destroyed like that dog
which has castigated himself as unfit to
live?

The question naturally presents itself
to us, When shall we see enough to rouse
us from our lethargy, and to make Amer-
ica for once take an affirmative and a
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positive course that will at last take the
initiative away from these braggarts of
the tyrannical world?

If modern war has proved anything, it
has proved that the advantage lies with
the party which takes and presses the
initiative; yet in no case have we ven-
tured to assume the initiative. We pre-
fer to sit back here and make our ma-
terials, to let. the whirl of our factories
be indicative of our national effort, and
then, fearing to venture upon the high
seas against an assassin’s weapon, let
them go to a useless grave and destina-
tion. We prefer to see the world points
of advantage seized, from which ag-
gressors can leap at our throat, to wait
until they are already there before we at-
tempt to dislodge them or even to becormne
concerned about their presence and the
threat they make there.

So, Mr. President, I want to make, if
I may, today a few more affirmative pro-
posals.

In the first place, I believe the time
has come for action on the home front.
I first suggest a declaration by the Presi-
dent and the approval by the Congress
of a state of national emergency. If we
do not face a national emergency today,
when have we ever done so in our his-
tory? What Senator, what citizen, de-
nies, down in the secret recesses of his
heart, that his country faces one of the
greatest emergencies of all its history?
Who is there in this Congress who is not
troubled in his consciousness by what lies
ahead? And yet, somehow or other, we
have not invoked-—we will not invoke—
the organized power of our Nation in the
most efficient and effective form.

Mr. President, I will say now to those
who might accuse me that I speak not
of the usurpation of power or prerogative
by the President. I speak of a partner-
ship in cooperation between the people’s
President and the people’s Congress. I
propose that we share with him both the
initiative and the responsibility for the
program that is desirable—yea, impera-
tive—for the Nation. Let it be under-
stood, then, that I am not trying, in a
time when democracy is so sorely pressed,
to destroy or emasculate the power of
the people’s Congress. I suggest only
that the Congress step up boldly and
bravely to the front line of responsibility,
and, taking her President by the hand,
say, “Let us march {orward in the demo-
cratic way to the preservation of demo-
cratic freedom.”

In a state of emergency it is obvious,
of course, what advantage would result
to the Government, what response would

come magically from the people to such .

a course. Then there would be no more
of these littie dilly-dallyings such as oc-
curred in the coal strike a bit ago. I was
told by an authentic source that a good
part of the argument in connection with
efforts to settle that strike was as to
whether the meeting should be held in
Washington or in New York. What a
commentary it is that at a time when the
destiny of the race trembles upon the
brink of disaster, responsible employees
and responsible employers are stopping
and slowing down the wheels of a na-

tion’s effort because they dare to quibble
about whether they will meet In Wash-
ington or in New York. It is a disgrace
to the democratic concept that men of
responsibility dare so to jeopardize, for
personal advantage, a peaple’s security.
In a state of emergency I venture to say
that no group of employees or employers
would dare so to trespass upon the in-
dulgent patience of their fellow citizens.
Mr. President, I advocate the full mo-
bilization of the material, mental, and
spiritual forces of the Nation. I believe
even now we are only partially aroused.
It is not possible to sense the tempo of
the national effort without the disturbing
consciousness that it has not yet come to
vibrate in the way it should be expected
to by an imperiled people. I do not pause
to attach responsibility upon any legisla-
tive or executive group, or upon the peo-
ple at large. I speak of the necessity for
the future, and beg all to subscribe to
the necessity of this affirmative course.
Every day people come to my ofiice and
say, “I am trying to get an invention ob-
served in one of the departments, and I
cannot get it looked into or seriously re-
garded.” I do not know what the facts
are, but I do know that it has been char-
acteristic of the armed services, from the
time with which I am familiar, to be
slow to change, slow to take on innova-
tions, slow to adopt a new method. By
virtue of that very fact has the devilish
genius of Hitler been able to make such
a unique contribution to the strength,
and, may I say, the magic might of
German arms, in all of their cruel

I significance.

‘Who here is impregnating our services
with a determination to make our ma-
chine not only in guantity equal to what
the world can turn out, but in quality
the superior of all? We have imitated
the Germans in this and imitated the
Germans in that, and followed their ex-
ample in yet another course. 1 want to
see someone begin to observe American
genius manifested in American arms.
Yet I am very much afraid that. the
casual inventor frequently finds a closed
door when he goes to our services in this
country. It looks sometimes as if they
preferred to do things in the old way, in
the way which they understand.

Mr, President, I happen to be a mem-
ber of the bar, and I know the reluctance
of my profession to take on new apparel,
to enlarge its concepts to meet modern
conditions. I will say to the credit of
the laymen of America that they have
immeasurably helped our profession by
the scrutiny and the prodding they have
applied to it. I want to see the same
thing done by some competent agency in
the Federal Government.

I know, of course, that we have an In-
ventors’ Council. I know Mr, Kettering
is a member of it. But I also have a
feeling that they also too often regard
thege fellows who come with inventions
or the results of research as just inter-
lepers who want to take a part of their
time with their crazy ideas.

I also referred to the mental resources
of America. Iam not altogether happy at
the parade of the dollar-a-year men I
have seen flocking to Washington. Many



of them are of great and unguestioned
patriotism and abilily, but I want to see
a draft of brains—the brains of Ameri-
ca-—chosen wherever they may be found,
and called to duty and service. I do not
believe that so far the best brains of
America have been mobilized to serve the
Nation in this, the greatest crisis of our
time.

I spoke of the spirit, of course, because
without a mobilization of the spirit of
our people we can take no hope of suc-
cess. In his utterances on Sunday Hitler
emphasized that in spirit no nation could
match the people of his tyrannical Reich.
Surely there is enough in the cause of
democracy to make it easy to mobilize the
spirit of the American people.

Why I do say the spirit? Because, Mr.
President, I want to see formed in this
Nation one single irresistible resolve—
that freedom shall live and last upon the
face of the earth. I want to see a sen-
timent which brooks no doubt about it,
will allow no dispute, equivocation, or un-
certainty; such majesty of meobilization
in the realm of the spirit that nothing
can stand against it in its onward march.

I think of a man who has enjoyed the
highest esteem of this country, Col.
Charles A. Lindbergh. Let me ask my
fellow Senators and the people of Amer-
ica, which Lindbergh do they choose to
follow, the Lindbergh of 1927, the man
who dared do what none could think pos-
sible, or the Lindbergh who is the epi-
tome of appeasement and defeatism in
the year 1941? I honor Colonel Lind-

bergh——

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Mr. Presi-
dent——

Mr. PEPPER. If the Senator will par-
don me——

Mr. CLARK of Missouri. The Senator
was asking a question. Does he want it
answered or not? If the Senator de-
clines to yield, that is all right. I will
answer the question in my own time.

Mr. PEPPER. I say, Mr. President,
that I do honor to the illustrious name
of that great man; but if the American
people are presented two phases of his
career with respect to which they are
called upen to make a choice, I prefer to
follow the “eagle” of 1927, who soared
through skies that were trackless, when
no one was there to catch his falling
plane or body. Into the nakedness of the
dark night he went, alone and unaccom-
panied save by the spirit of an irresistible
purpose; and he landed at Le Bourget
field. If I have to choose, therefore, which
Lindbergh I will follow, give me the Lind-
hergh who flew the Atlantic, not the
Lindbergh who counsels his countrymen
that the cause is already lost, even with-
out a struggle.

If I have to choose in the Napoleonic
life, give me the young man at Arcola,
and at Lodi, who went forward in the face
of the enemy’s hail of builets, and not the
shrinking man at Waterloo. So, not
withhclding honor to an illustrious pa-
triot or citizen, I think the American peo-
ple, in the mobilization of their spirit,
are entitled to know which heroes they
follow.

I again think of old Andrew Jackson,
and I remember the most dramatic
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statement I think I ever heard of falling
from the tongue of man, which was at-
tributed to him. My colleagues will re-
member that after his duel with Dickin-
son, when he stood and let Dickinson
shoot at him first, he said, “Even if he
had shot me through the brain, I still
would have killed him.” That is the
kind of resolve I say should be Amer-
ica’s.

How would these defeatists have as-
sessed the chances of the Colonies at
Valley Forge? What enthusiasm would
the defeat of our armies have aroused
time after time in the long and doubtful
conflict? But in George Washington it
was not so much skill of hand, glorious
as it was, but the deep, irresistible pur-
pose that was reflected from his indom-
itable character. George Washington
was the American Revolution, because no
man could bring the curtain of doubt
over his determination to win the battle
for the freedom of America.

I ask those who say, “the cause is lost
already, let us grip in appeasement
and friendship the bloody hand of Hitler,
because that is the practical thing to do,”
when have men so stooped that they live
by the rule of what is the practical thing
to do?

Take out of any man in this body the
resolve to mount to standards higher than
he has ever reached and he would be
worthy of death. So long as life lasts,
men hope to go forward and upward in
their ccurse—to dream dreams—and
eventually to soar beyond the summit of
the highest clouds, over an QOlympus that
even Hitler cannot stain with his das-
tardly touch.

Mr. President, I defy any man justly
to describe the psychology of America,
the spirit of this Nation, as one of defeat-
ism and timidity. It may be that, as in
the case of a great giant, sentiment or
consideration may lead us to hold in
bound our terrible strength. As Wood-
row Wilson said, it is a terrible thing to’
lead a great nation into war. It may
be that we will place chains upon our
own power; but if I thought my Nation
dared not try to do right against any odds
it would be unworthy of the affection and
patriotism which we all give it.

Mr. President, the time has come when
the American people need to make up
their minds as to their course; and in
order to make up their minds they not
only do expect, but they have a right to
expect, leadership from their Govern-
ment,

Mr. President, I think it is a matter of
general knowledge that for a month now
we have been relatively paralyzed here in
the Nation’s Capital, and as a result of
that paralysis here in our Congress and
in the leadership of the country the peo-
ple themselves have fallen apart. They
wonder what is our policy, what is to be
our course. They listen for some au-
thoritative voice to say, “Come, follow
me,” and they will follow wherever such
responsible leadership commands, if the
cause is honorable and just.

I am led here to refer to an article
appearing on the flrst page of Time for
May 5, 1941, giving results of a Gallup
poll of American public opinion. It says:
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Question. Should the United States Navy
be used to convoy?

Answer, Yes, 41 percent; no, 50 percent;
undecided, 9 percent. Further question:
Should the Unlited States Navy be used to
convoy if British defeat seems certain with-
out them? Answer. Yes, 71 percent; no, 21
percent; undecided, 8 percent.

And a bit later the question:

If you were asked to vote today on the
question of the United States entering the
war against Germany and Italy, how would
you vote? Answer. Go in, 19 percent; stay
out, 81 percent. Further question: If it ap-
peared certain there was no other way to de-
feat Germany and Italy except for the United
States to go to war against them, would you
be in favor of the United States going into
the war? Answer. Would favor war, 68 per
cent; would oppose war, 24 percent; unde-
cided, 8 percent.

That is the way the American people
feel, in my opinion. In other words, if
the emergency is such that it is neces-
sary for them even to spill their blood
they are ready. All they need is a gov-
ernment to lead them. And if we lull
them into security by minimizing the
nature of the emergency to them, by
withholding the full import of our infor-
mation as to the degree of the peril, we
deceive a trusting people which has a
right to expect leadership from its gov-
ernment.

It has long since ceased to be a matter
of doubt in the opinion of most men in
Washington as to what we ought to do,
but they are torn between what they
really think and what they want to
think. We shrink, of course, from a
greater effort. We shrink from an in-
creasing danger. But, Mr. President,
what is the duty of a government when a
peril of this magnitude faces that
country?

How is our situation to be distin-
guished from that of other nations
- hich we consciously or unconsciously
criticize? We wait. They waited. We
see them encircled one after another.
Look today at poor Turkey, still not at
the front, and already surrounded.
Why, it will be a military operation of
insignificance to occupy the Dardanelles
because they have already been sur-
rounded.

Not only that, but the Germans have
started up a revolution in the rear of the
Turks, and all they need to do, when they
get ready to strike, is just to pull the
noose which lies around the neck of the
dilatory Turks.

The same thing happened to Yugo-
slavia, The Germans waited until they
got the Yugoslavs surrounded. They
thought even these brave people would
yield, because that is the mischief of the
Hitlerian strategy.

I was privileged here a few nights ago
to sit in the range of the voice of former
Chancelor Bruening, of Germany. I
ventured to express some opinion about
what Hitler himself had contributed to
the leadership of the German Army, and
from his point of vantage former Chan-
celor Bruening made the statement that
the German Army primarily relied upon
the strategy of Hitler himself as to what
course it should pursue. In his utter-
ances of last Sunday Hitler does not say
the German staff decided what should be
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the course of action and the distribution
of the German armlies. He said, “I
ordered through the German staff.”

So this is the new technique which has
been developed by this man Hitler, this
devilish genius of the age, who has
brought so many countries to defeat be-
fore they ever raised an arm in battle.
Yet everyone has succumbed to the same
strategy. Hitler first writes a book and
tells everyone what he was golng to do.
Then he conquers 15 nations by his an-
nounced plan and still one after the
other, his victims wait to be encircled and
surrounded.

Have we escaped? “Oh,” it is said,
“when the time comes we will fight if
we have to.” Isthat what Turkey is say-
ing today? What do you and I think
about whether the time has come or not?
You have known all along what the re-
sult would be. You know that the Kaiser
sald, “Berlin to Bagdad.” You know in
the nature of things that he had no need
to say a word; that no modern congqueror
is going to leave bare of his feet the lands
trod by Alexander the Great and Napo-
leon. You know that Hitler expects to
stand in the shadow of the Pyramids and
point to them, as Napoleon did, and say,
“Soldiers, the riches of this old land lie
in front of you.”

Does anyone suppose that this historic
man is going to stop in the Macedonia
from which the conquests of Alexander
emanated?

When he knows that Alexander in his
day turned into Libya and across Suez,
that he finally marched his legions across
the Himalayas, down upon the plains of
India, does anyone doubt that this
fanatic, with eagle wings to carry him,
not only will taks Olympus but seek to
scale every height that the world seems
to possess? Is he going to stop short of
the glory of those ancient victories? Yet
Turkey, immediately in his path, waits
already condemned.

And here in America stand we. We
saw this thing start as a local conflict, a
mere European war, we thought, and we
were heedless to anyone who said, “It has
a greater significance.” At that time
there was just Germany, and then her
little satelite, Italy, who promised Hitler
all aid short of war, they say. So Hitler
began to expand his plans, to unfold his
strategy. Finally it came to encompass
the whole of Europe.

Then he said he was going to push
England out of Europe. Then he de-
clared he was going to drive her from the
Mediterranean. Finally he was going to
destroy the British life lines. So, like a
disease that starts at the finger and
creeps inevitably to the heart, he has
carried on his strategy.

Then he determined to extend his en-
circlement, so he brings Japan into the
crbit of his power. With Japan on the
other side, the vast pincer movement be-
gins to crush us between its two jaws. Of
course, Japan started off first, as he
taught her to start, by taking a bit of ter-
ritory, pinching it off and assimilating it,
and then moving forward a little and
taking a little more and assimilating
that, and finally a larger bite, moving
down into Indochina, and, of couise,
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waiting until the moment she dares as-
sault the citadel of another defense in
the Orient. There they stand—these
braggarts, bullies, cowards, threatening to
become a part of a vast pincer movément
that will encompass us, the proud people
of the United States of America.,

What do I propose relative to this situ-
ation, Mr. President? I say that the time
has come for the United States to get
tcugh on the foreign front. I know of
two examples that give me some support
in that policy. One was that of the Bar-
bary pirates, who levied tribute upon our
commerce. They were the Hitlers of their
day, the international bandits who stood
beside the highway world—behind the
t1ees, as it were—to levy their toll upon
the first passerby.

To our shame, for awhile we paid, as
did the nations of Europe. Then even-
tually somebody remembered the Amer-
ican sentiment, “Millions for defense, but
not one cent for tribute.” It was not in
the American character to pay tribute to
anybody. Our country was led by an
administration which dared to speak up
and to act. It became tired of tyranny
by petty tyrants and highwaymen, The
result was that in only a little while we
were no longer troubled with the Barbary
pirates, and we paid no further tribute.

‘We may come home for another anal-
ogy. A few years ago—be it said as an-
other blot upon the escutcheon of our
country—a few score gangsters terrorized
the whole Nat'on. We seemed to stand
impotent before their assault. No home
in America was safe from their ravages.
The wicked hand of the kidnaper might
lift any sleeping baby from its cradle and
throw it down a mountainside to its
destruction or hold it in some unspeak-
able place for perfidious ransom. For
months—even years—the spirit of Amer-
ica was not aroused. Then at long last
the American character again reasserted
itself. It said, “No tribute to anybody,
even in indulgence.”

Finally we started to send the gangsters
the kind of message they could under-
stand. We said, “Thou shalt not” with
bullets. The national indignation was so
fierce that they fell befcre it. Now we
are no longer worried by kidnapers.
Homes are safe with the windows open.
Children play in the yards of America
again, like the d=scendants of a valorous
past, because we dared to have enough
of petty highwaymen levying tribute
upon our people.

Mr, President, I propose that the
United States wipe the legal cobwebs and
classic prohibitions from its thinking.
Let us streamline our attitude toward this
danger, the way the tyrants streamiline
the solution of their problems.

For example, let us here and now, with-
out another day’s delay or dallying, tell
the wide world that we are going to get
the goods to England.

There are a number of ways by which
we can get them there. It is a matter of
tactics. It is a question of choice. We
should choose the means which suit us
best. I can think of several ways. We
can occupy Greenland and Iceland, and
build practically a bridge of ships and
airplanes from this continent to Green-

land, thence to Iceland, and thence to
Britain. That is one way to get the goods
through.

Another way to deliver the goods is
to have a line of ships directed toward
the British destination, and to put a suf-
ficient air force—both lighter-than-air
and heavier-than-air craft—over and
along the sides of the lane, with des-
troyers, cruisers, and, if necessary, battle-
ships, and then to those home ships say,
“Go to your destination, and we will keep
any prowling marauder from intercept-
ing your course.”

Another thing we can do is something
we should have done a long time ago.
We should forget the shibboleth of neu-
trality, which has done nothing but en-
danger our ultimate peace, and go back
to the principles of international law,
upon which this Nation was founded,
upon which it grew great, and upon which
it shall forever stand if we are to remain
a Arst-class power among the nations of
the earth., When we go back to inter-
national law we shall have a right to send,
not only British ships, but our ships, if
reed be, directed and guided by the
sturdy hands of American seamen, to
their destinations bent upon as holy a
mission as that of the knight who sought
the Holy Grail—to save the cause of the
spirit of the Master himseli.

Then when the prowlers of the night,
the assassins of the sea, come to sink a
ship in viclation of the rules of inter-
national law, they shall be entitled to and
may expect just retribution from a na-
tion which has armed itself for its own
protection and security. We can send
a convoy along with the ships; we can
scatter them out singly, or we can fol-
low any other course we may deem de-
sirable.

There is et another course which we
may pursue. We can hunt down the
prowlers as hounds would hunt a hare
or fox. We can seek them out, as we did
the Barbary pirates, for they are all in
the same category.

By the way, it is an interesting com-
mentary upon modern international mo-
rality that the submarine commander
who performed the very valorous deed
of sinking the Royul Oak at Scapa Flow
also boasted of the fact that he had sunk
ships in the Mediterranean when the
clvil strife was going on in Spain. No
morality restrained the perfidious hand
of the dictator in a neutral conflict with
which he had naught to do except to
press his own iniquitous cause.

Mr. President, I have suggested these
things we can do. In my opinion, either
or all would be agreed to by the people
of America if an authoritative and de-
termined leadership should say that that
is the best way to meet the challenge.
So far as I know, the facts are all undis-
puted. We and England together are
building only about 2,300,000 tons of
shipping & year. Yet since the first of
March the Germans have been sinking
ships at the rate of 100,000 tons a week.
In other words, together we are building
at the rate of, roughly, two and one-half
million tons a year, and the Germans are
sinking them at the rate of 5,000,000
tons a year, Every time they sink an-



other ship our cause is that much weaker.
Every time another vessel falls beneath
the waves and the seamen who manned
it struggle with their last desperate
drowning gasp, it means fewer guns in
the hands of British soldiers, less food in
the mouths of babies, and fewer weapons
in the grasp of valiant, hard-pressed
Britons.

Shall we sit supinely by, racing in our
shipyards with Hitler’s submarines?
What a commentary upon the intelli-
gence of a nation’s policy. We only in
our shipyards will try to vie with a foe
like that.

So, Mr. President, it is a matter of
intelligent defense. A man is no hero
if he arms himself with a cornstalk and
goes out to fight a man with a rifie.
The American people want somebody in
authority to tell them what are the facts
and what is demanded. We need not
doubt the people’s response. I challenge
any man to point to a case in which the
people of the United States have failed
to respond to a courageous leadership
from their natural and chosen leaders.

Mr. President, getting the goods to
England, and getting them there now,
is only a part of the problem. I heard
some of our officials say two or three days
ago, “Next year our shipbuilding pro-
gram will step up very perceptibly, and
3 years from now we will have a magnifi-
cent building program.”

I wonder what historians will say if
they look back and find that to be a
nation’s policy. What ignominy will fall
upon our heads if we let that be our Na-
tion’s policy. Do we want to let millions
be crucified later because there is a
jeopardy that a few might die an honor-
able death now? Every time we stave off
the evil day of meeting these tyrants and
oppressors, effectively it means that
millions of our boys must shed their blood
for our delay and dilatory tactics. Our
case is like a general who has not the
courage to strike when the enemy is
weak, having later to put upon his con-
science in the other world the price of
his erroneous policy and his shriveled
courage. There have been many times
when a general has had to sacrifice a
company in order to save a battalion or
a regiment or an army; and I remember
that in the country which is yours and
mine there were heroes who said, “I only
regret that I have but one life to lose for
my country.”

American boys shrink from battle, of
course; but they would rather see a few
seamen or a few sailors, if need be, or ¢
few airmen, if necessary, lose their lives
now rather than that we should in-
evitably ultimately have to send another
expeditionary force to South America, if
not to Europe. Then what will we say
to those boys who throw it in our faces
that we could have spared them that?

Mr. McCARRAN. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. PEPPER. Excuse me; I decline to
yield. :

Another method, Mr. President, by
which we could get a bit “tough” on the
foreign front is to occupy the points of
vantage from which these monsters are
preparing to strike at us. In that cate-
gory I include Greenland, Iceland, the
Azores, the Cape Verde Islands, the
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Canary Islands, Dakar, and with the
British Singapore.

I am willing to go as far as the fifteenth
meridian of longitude. The people who
own those territories know that our pur-
pose is not that of aggression. They
know that we would take those lands as
trustees not only for our safety but for
theirs. They know that they tremble in
their boots against the day when they
will be taken by the other side.

Mr. President, I pose the question,
What would history have said of Gen-
eral Meade, at Gettysburg, if he had
failed to occupy Little Round Top and
Big Round Top because he did not have
an easement from the owner of the
land?

Mr. McCARRAN. Mr. President, does
the Senator ask for an answer to that
question?

Mr. PEFPER. Mr. President, I decline
to yield.

Mr. McCARRAN. The Senator asked
a question. I should like to answer it.

Mr. PEPPER. 1 decline to yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
Bunker in the chair). The Senator
from Florida has the floor.

Mr. McCARRAN. I understood the
Senator to propound a question.

Mr. PEPPER. I decline to yield.

Mr. McCARRAN. Does the Senator
desire an answer to the guestion?

Mr. PEPPER. Mr. President, I de-
cline to yield.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Senator from Florida has the floor,

Mr.PEPPER. 8o the question presents
itself, Mr. President, What general is jus-
tified in letting the enemy get a point of
vantage from which to strike you down?
That is the question we have to answer.
What right does Hitler have to occupy
Dakar? What right does he have to pre-
vent us from taking steps to avoid a
sword of Damocles hanging over our
heads? Why should we give him a
chance to gain the points from which he
expects to launch an attack upon us?

I think naval and military strategists
will agree that if we profess to defend
America it will take three navies, one in
the Pacific, one on the Atlantic, at the
shores of this continent, and one to close
the exits from Old World Europe and
Africa. So I am urging, Mr. President,
that we for once take the initiative from
Hitler; and by so doing we can assure
keeping open the life lines of Britain.

The last thing I think we might do is to
address a word to Japan. A short while
ago we read in the newspapers that Hitler
at last delivered an ultimatum to Vichy,
“Where do you stand? With me or
against me?”

And he expects an answer.

At this time I think we should turn a
searching inquiry to this bandit in the
east, and say, “How serious are you with
these declarations you have made?”

Let us demand and receive certain
safeguards against this assassin lurking
behind the door to stick a stiletto in our
backs as soon as we become more en-
gaged in the Atlantic. Like another
Mussolini with his dagger poised on
France when a moment of crisis came
from Germany, stands Japan ready to
assassinate us at the first possible
opportunity.

5

I venture to suggest that, of course,
there are many easier ways of solving the
problem. If we will just modify the law
which now prohibits the recruiting of
American aviators in the United States
for service with the Chinese Army, and
let Chang Kai-Shek, one of the big men
of his time, have the advantage of some
gallant American boys at the controils of
some first class American bombing planes,
fifty of them, in my opinion, can make a
shambles out of Tokyo.

For one, I want to see the Japs get
back some of these things they have done
to poor China and that they threaten to
do to their other enemies on the face of
the earth. Did Italy and Germany hesi-
tate to let their volunteers go into Spain?
I am talking about dealing with the pres-
ent-day Barbary pirates and the Dill-
ingers You cannot fight them with a
legal writ or a musty lawbook or with a
tedious legal routine. You have got to
let them understand something that is
within their consciousness. So a few
good bombs dropped by a few good
American air pilots volunteering their
services to Chang Kai-Shek—and I hope,
if I do not believe, that there are some
now on their way there, and I think prob-
ably the brave little men in the East will
calm down a little. If they do not, I sug-
gest the remedy I remember as a boy
reading in a history book. It was a pic-
ture, if I do not remember incorrectly, of
General Taylor saying, “Captain Bragg,
give them a little more grape.”

Oh, well, some say that means full-
scale war. It means what we want it to
mean. Hitler said a little while ago that
he was not going to surrender the inita-
tive to his enemy. I am talking about
trying to save an expeditionary force
somewhere at some time, and I am talk-
ing about trying to save my country at
the cheapest possible price from full-
scale war. But we cannof save our coun-
try if we postpone action until we are
driven in a corner.

The time has come now for us to make
up our minds to adopt one of two courses.
Either let us quit this preparation, let us
stop these utterances, and go back to our
own shrinking shores and build another
Chinese wall around America, to last as
long as it will, pin our faith in another
Maginot line of the sea, or else do some-
thing that we regard as effective defense.
If we lose a few lives even now the sacri-
fice is inconsiderable as compared to
what will be demanded of us at a later
time—and all too tragically soon.

Mr. President, in conclusion let me say
that I have heard it said that America
has a rendezvous with destiny. If we
should be permitted to experience that
glorious destiny; if we shall not be cut
short before we reach the zenith of our
glory and power; if that omnipotent God
Who has always sheltered and nurtured
us has an inglorious end in view for us; .
insofar as we are the masters of our
own destiny, Mr. President, I prefer to
see the last gallant American hand reach-
ing, clutching at the standards of the
enemy, his body fallen like Pickett’s men
across the ramparts of the foe and his
last gasping breath shouting his senti-
ments of determination and purpose, and
not to see a glorious people surprised in
camp or slain supinely in bed.
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