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lir. Charles Marsh
Adolphus Hotel
Dallas, Texas

Dear Mr. Marsh:

Pursuant to our telephone conversation some weeks
ago when I was in Kansas City, Miseouri with Senator Claude
Pepper, I wish you to consider this a semi-official report
concerning the discharge of the duties you imposed upon me.

I have no doubt Senmtor Pepper has been in touch with
you since the close of our tour last Monday, and has given you
a comprehensive idea of the various reactions we encountered
throughout the middle west. ~

I deeply appreciste the interest snd cooperation you
gave us, and hope that you will find the conduct of my respon-
sibilities satisfactiory.

Sincerely yours,

EAR:KTB
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Be 1t resolved that it is the sentiment of the United States Senate that
the democratic allles be supported to the full extent of the power of the United
States this side of war.

Be it resolved thet a primary need at this time being airships to fight the
battle of demooracy; that this Senate aask its Committee on Military Affairs to
submit & resolution inviting the democratioc sllies to ask Amerioca to supply,
througt sale or otherwise, & maximum amount of American owned ships for immbdiate
use abroad, consistent with the national defense,






This is no time for deley. This iz to be freedom or slavery. The deoision
mey be expeoted this surmer. A Hitlerized world is unthinkeble. To cpen our
factories is not enough,

Our experts, industriel and militery, have told us thet two years may be
required to move airplenes not now constructed in full foree to those that need
them. I esk the Senate, "Who needs airships two years from now!" I eask the
Senate, “"How many ships does Amerios need for its own defenee now!"™ I ask the
Senate to permit the President and hie militsry advisors to tell us, so that we
may sot promptly, courageously, effectively, in the face of what now goes on ia
Belgium and France.

And, I tell the Senate that the word goling sbroad at this time that the

Ttaly
Senate 80 has soted, will tell something to EIXXNr, will tell something to

Germany, will tell something to Russia.

And, I tell the Senate that the word passing over the csbles tonight that
this plan 1 'avon belng conaldered tonight, will put the strength of a dozea
dlvisions into tho spirit nf the French anl Englizh with their becks to the
wall,

It is in thet spirit that 1 spesk, that I deaire you to resolve.

Spesking in the vernscular, if Hitler wins, we are in the doghouse snywsy.

Any sensible Senator knmows, snd every humble citizen of the United States
inows thet & Hitler bestride Europe means & Hitler looking into Canada, locking
into South America, and looking at us.

From a prestical standpoint, I presume that upon receipt of thias resolutlon,
the President will oall in his advisors of the army and navy. From a practioal
standpoint, I believe he will esk them for our information how ueny planes are
available, owned by the United States Goverrment, which may be shipped immediately
abroad without jeopardizing Ameriocan Befense. From a practical standpoint we
shall expect present unfilled orders of planes destined for allied use will be

availeble to supplement our temporarily depleted forca.






Pepper, or some one, shouwld contact Mrs. Ogden Reed by telephone, and say

simply:
Seme of us men ought to be ashamed to have you and Dorothy Thompson be the
first Americans really to say it. I for one want to go on record that I think

the Herald Tribune 1s leading this country more intelligently right now than

any other paper.n
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Hitler probably will turn Basis

1. Because he oannot afford to mske his major English effort with Stalin,
the denk robber, still dengerous in whols Rumenisn, Turkish, Baltic area. Until
he spanka Russia, all to the east and wouth and north of him 1s potentially
dangerous. Russia is essy and spectacular, end finishes up the continent, snd
gives him his feed bag.

2. England ls a harder nut than Russia., Hitler &lweys has taken the easier
nut first., With Frence out, and Italy in, he isn’'t efraid of anything but e
defensive England, a bloekading England, which would meen litile if he has Hungary,
Rumanie, and the Russian Ukralne, Yugoslavia, and Swedish ore.

This does not mean thzra -vill be no troublae for inglend on English asoil.
I am telking sbout the mnjor and immediste effort. Hitler has to win every bettle,
or lose tho entire show. Why should he not prepare for next winter on a sure shot?
He can nibble at Bnglish lines, and English spirit, end encourage Japsn by & sus~-
eession of epecteculer defeats of Rusele, especially when he knows America oam
do relatively little for England within a yeer. The combinetion drive on England
and Bouth America 1s a littls harder wey to the feed bag which he muet have. If
Stalin would give him s free hand to the feed bag, the show probebly would be

reversed, but Stelin faces famine,


https://Engla.nd

Hitler probably will turn Bast:

1., Because he eannot afford to meke his mejor English effort with Stalinm,
the benk robber, still dangsrous inm whole Rumsnien, Turkish, Baltie ares. Until
he spasks Russis, sll ¢o the east and south snd north of him is poteatislly
dangerous. Russis is eesy end spesteculer, and finishes up the soatinent, and
gives him his feed bag.

2. England is a harder nut then Russia. Hitler alwuys has taken the sasier
mut first, With France out, and Italy in, he isn't sfraid of anything but a
defensive England, & bloockeding Ernglend, which would mean little if he hes HRupgary,
Rumanis, end the Russian Ukraine, Yugoslavia, snd Swedish ore.

This does pot meen there will be bo trouble for Englend on English seil. 1
sm talking sbout the mejor end fmmediste offort. EHitler has to win every baktle,
or lose the entire show. Why should he not prepare for next winter on & sure shot?
He oan nibble at Bnglish lines, and English spirit, and encourage Japen by & sue-
cession of speotasuler defeats of Russis, espesialily when he knows Ameries caa
do relatively little for Eagland within a year. The ecombination drive on England
and South Americe is e little harder way to the feed bag whieh he must have. If
Stelin would give him a fres hend to the feed bag, the show probadly would be re-
versed, but Staliu faces femine. '






t The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is holding within its hand potentially
the fate of the United States. The ij?ﬁtf_Of the United States should not forget
this, now or later. The President, % vigorous far-sight two years ago, a year

ago, fought for the right to defend Americe, fought for the right to notify the

peogze, w{o hevg just,rgalized it, thetjAmerige wes pathe 'c:ir.its isglationism,,
hhnt.ima&k%%kmg f“{ . -
wa

nof. afraid to spesk clearly for jiberty end right.

The pecple--ouf pecple--were led astray by thé very members of this Foreign
RBJZFEEBs @ommittee, of which I em & younger and unimportant membdr. But I want
to tell the Senate thet the Foreign Relations Committee of this Senate has sold
and bartered the rights of & new and rising generetion--a generation of lives end
millions of lives whieh they themselves do not own. They have sold this rising
generation, to which I belong, for nothing more tYhn a nerrow egotism and a petty
holding up %o the world of their own importance; efeated our President in the
most critical time in the American history{&gbe spurnlng of Hull in the pethetic
statement of e grend old man that he knew individually more than the United States,
e men unfortunately no longer here to defend his position (so I speek no longer)
has left in the spirit of this Foreign Relations Committee the same simple glori-

ficetion, the seme idolatry of the fact that one hundred and fiffy,yeers ago in
guerd against

the making of the fremework of the United States the Senate was

a President who might lead the country estrey.

I charge that the pplicemen hes wrecked thg hpuss. I charge that the police-
manhas,aaf_p:M % h.t/z& .






Pittmen, Cheirmen of the Foreign Relations Committee, author of the
Pittmen Silver Purchass Act, of which Pittman seid, "Reising the price of
silver will double the purchasing power of over half of the people of the
world.,"”

Pittman, and his sctive supporters, represent seven states producing
silver whose mines employ sbout 50,000 people. These senetors represent
only three per ceat pf the people of thelpited States, indirectly to benefit
corporatins producing silver, these fourteen senators, representing less
than one~-thirtieth of our pcoplo, but having one-sixth of the seanstorial
voting strength, have traded snd s0ld silver to the United States Govern-
mont et e direct loss to the govermment of over one billion dollars in Live
years.

Hitler orderad all Jews to give up thelr silver to the Nazi government.
He s30ld it et the Pittman price (three times ite resl value) to the United
States.

Japenese soldiers rob Chinese of silver, melt millions of Chinese
coins enmially and sell this silver to the people of the United States.
With Chinese silver loot they buy American iron end cotton with which to
murder the Chinese they have rcbbed.

This billion doller theft would heve built twenty battleships of the
first class, or would have built twenty thousand airplenes.

Senator Plttmen, Chairmen of the Foreign Reletions Committee, knows
these things.






1.

2.

S.

4.

7.

A Program for America’s Defenee

Conferring upon the President full war-time power to prepere and

defend Americe.

Universal defense service so that every oitisen mey be bLest trained

and pluced for the country's defense,

Conferring upon the Presbdent power to suspend all rules, reguletions,
including Army, Nevy, and artmental seniority reguletions,

snd at.mymrﬁ%wm%mwﬁ-é%‘—

in the production, treansportation, or manufacture of defense materisl.

To sonfer upon the President the power to suspend the peace-time debt

limitations, if ia his judgement sush limitatlion interferes with the

maxinum spred of the defense program.

To grant the President the suthority to sld im meteriel or finances

those countries and nations which iz his judgement st this %ime

constitute Amricats first line aof defense.

The President and the Congress to Wegin irmmediately in the preparstion

end sdoption of a defense budget end tax program edequate to the

pational defense.

The power in the President to teke into custody for the duration of

the dafense effort all aliens whosa fresdort would, in hls opliibnk.

Jeopardize the defenss program.


https://Predct.nt
https://1ert1.ce
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I went Pepper if he can %o:

Meke & speech in Chicago.

Get & place on the resclutions committee, coming out with & minority report
if necessary--that he should not politically stir one step toward the Vice
Presidency becsuse his motives, end his work, will be challenged and he will be
accused of selfishness. As a candidate he would be under Roosevelt's wraps, and
he is not sure thet Roosevelt is his ultimate leader, but he is & Senetor for
four years, and Hitler still will £e an issue én '44 if we are a free people.
Keep your free right to talk on the Senate floor, your commission from Florida,
and your right as such to talk anywhere et eny time, and not as Roosevelt's
boy friend. Roosevelt is passing and you are coming.

Breins to Hopkins, Pepper should be transmitting breins to HRoosevelt, but I
believe practically most suggestions should best be sold Hopkins first, and from
Hopkins go to the President, probsbly unmarked. Remember Hopkins probebly never
again will be ambitious for the Presidency, but might well be e President-maker
in 1944. The men who is modest and helps Hopkins to help Roosevelt has help end
confidence in his Senete work, should Roosevelt go in and the pressure change
gseniority value. It is eesy to see Papper es a master Senstor, snd one of an
inner polioy cebinet of four or five, which will precede a routine cabinet very
shortly. It will consist of Hopkins, one House, and one Senate member, and the
best Army and the best Navy breins. This Cabinet largely will be = tethephone
ceabinet, but mey easily become m devoted Sundaey morning religious rite in the
defense of simplicity as others handle routine., I would like to be the publicity

and public myself.












~I think the President should meks no stetement. If he ever starts seeking the
) ’rnomination, he is gone, becasuse the dictator end the seeker of power are one.
¢ McKinley beceme president in a rocking cheir while Bryan, the great orator,
. attacked his lazy stupidity. Roosevelt is safer leading in ection his people

then he is in defending his administration end seeking & third term.



Whaet I saw in the Senate already this afternoon with Italy going into wer
and the President spesking tonight, I think the hour has come for you, before the
Senate edjourns todey, to anncunce in & wvery brief, plain stetemaent that you will
cell your resolution from the table tomorrow.

I believe the President's speech tonight opens the door to continuous debate
your resolution, and in order to keep the front line picture for yourself, you
must do this. Let Lee, Guffey, end others drop in resclutions,giving your reso-
lution on Germen decorations to Guffey, end including Italian decorations. Guifey
can't talk, but Lee can decorate his speech.

You use high spiritual tone. Maybe that matter on the inside of your c¢oat

pocket has something without the prever business.

Think time has come to see Corcoren, es I feel his brein and knowledge on
President's mind and Chicago should be checked, with Italy and ourselves almost
in. Believe Jimmy Byrnes will slip out, and wither Hull or a young man will go
in. The man who makes medicine now for the people on & broed front hes a chance,

especially if he mekes good on a Chicmgo spesking spote-probebly resolutions.


https://Chica.go

Make an outline: Present youth., Kind of world and kind of country that
has come to be, and their future,

Some regard this country as something thefwish to serve, others as something
to serve them. Whether business Buocaneer is to be brought back as the dominant
motive in this country, or whether opportunity to advance the common interest is
to continue to be the motive of 1life. Want to challenge them to belong to those
who see opportunity to serve through their businesses and professions or whatever
their aptitude may happen to select. BSober them with consolence and comscious-

ness that after gll the time of the Buccaneer has passed.
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Senator Penper:

This memns that Fraence is to be snother Holland.

No fortificetione, pecified end economicelly con-
trolled on the continent by ltely end Germany, with
her coloniel empire divided by Germany, Itely, and
Japen, with surrender of the fleet & "must"®,

kote bottom of page: Uruguey bleszes with Nezls es
two United Stetes warshipe are on job.

Also first bulletin: Churchill on &ir at 3 pem.

C. EB. #.





https://Stett1n.1u




To the Presidents

Sinte noney is sade only by materisl, and men, apd tine, all money spent in
the defense of Ameriom canes from there.

This country has square miles, with material scattered over it.

1t 18 not forty-sight states. It is one hundred snd thirty blooks of one
million paople, working on top of the ground with matorial,

1f and as Washington 6ollests the monsy=honey from the bee sotivity every-
where, it must roedistridbuyte more or less evenly, or dry rot, poverty, and famine
spot the surfesee of the country, as feverish prosperity spots elsswhere.

Your speoialists in spending unerringly will sslest the best, most immediste
pleces for dofenso of Ameriea sotivity, Your specialists ia humsnitarienism unerr-

ingly will spot insstivity and tax=drained aress for giving taxzss to save the 1dle
and the starving., '

The great specislist is & President over the specialist.
Stettinlus end Xnudsen are productive experts, spending for defense.

Around you are the giving apecinliete, emphasiging Mallsoe and Hopkins, whom
to know 1 to love,

Forde, yes. An example: Fore River, Pittsburgh, San Antonio, Los Angelepee
centers of ships, stes), airship msking, wer training.

The lendar of leaders must watoch for the idle apots. For exanple: Anothor
regional unit 1s Birminghem, eteel) Mobile and Jacksonville, ships; Georgis eand
Florids, tralning.

Another region=-plane manufeoture, Wichits, Xansas, whioh 1s boxzb-proof where
Los Angeles and Sesttle are not.

Feverliah sotivity, yes. Now, where the men ond macshines are.
Seeond 1ine and expamsion whers it now is not.

The negroes went North during the last war. vhore pogsible, take the eotivity
to the lsbor.

Politisally the sdvaatages sre self-svident) economically, equally sound;
&8 izmediate war measures, I don't know,


https://AmerS.oa
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