“WHAT CAN 1 D02

By Dorothy Thompson

OR many weeks past I have been receiving

letters—hundreds and hundreds of letters, all

asking the same question: What can I do?

The authors say, “We feel that we are in a
crisis; we know that we are arming with immense
rapidity, while, at the same time, we are giving all
possible aid to Britain in her effort to stem the
tide of tyranny, despotism and chaos. But
meanwhile I feel so idle; I feel that I haven’t the
right just to devote myself to the usual tasks. I
want to do something for my country and for
democracy. What can I do?”

Sometimes I think one trouble with our society
is that we think too much in terms of “doing”
and not enough in terms of “being.” Every living
human being creates around himself or herself an
atmosphere. It transmits itself to one’s husbhand
or wife or children, to the {riends of one’s inner
circle, to business contacts and club contacts.
The sum of that atmosphere, created by millions
of Americans, is what i1s known as ‘““morale.”
Without “doing” anything very active, you can
help build up that morale, or tear it down, by
your day-to-day behavior, in all your relation-
ships. Remember the old adage, “They also
serve who only stand and wait.” Whether they
serve or not depends on the poise and temper with
which they stand and wait. The Battle of Britain,
for instance, is being won not only by the glorious
R. A. E, of whom Churchill said, “ Never in the field
of human conflict was so much owed by so many
to sofew’’; it is being won not only by the regular
army, the home defense corps, the innumerable
workers in the factories, and the women and girls
who culist in the fire brigades. It is being won by
hundreds of thousands who do none of these
things, but just calmly hold confidence in Britain
and Britain's leadership, and never, for an instant,
lose faith. ]

Every American who never for an instant loses
faith in the American ideals of freedom and
democracy and testifies to that faith whenever
the opportunity offers, and in however modest a
way, is doing something for America in this hour.

To transform a peace
economy into an econ-
omy geared to total defense means all sorts of new
problems and new adjustments, and new taxes.
Think to yourself: The men who are planning our
defense and making all these arrangements are
Americans. Maybe they are Democrats and I’'m
a Republican. But they are all Americans, and
they believe, basically, exactly the things I be-
lieve. They are doing their level best to save
America and make a stronger, greater, better
America. The man at the head, our President, was
elected by a majority of us. If Mr. Willkie, who
did his best to defeat him, can give him his un-
swerving loyalty, I can. I want him to be the
greatest President America ever had, because if
he is not, my family and my country will suffer.
Therefore, I shall listen to no eriticism of him
made in malice. I shall lend an intelligent ear only
to constructive criticism. I shall not listen to
personal attacks or silly rumors.

If my taxes are higher, I shall do everything to
readjust my standard of living to that fact, and
I shall not complain. I shall remember that, in
comparison with people of my class—my work,

We are All Americans.

my profession, my trade— anywhere else in the
world, I am rich.

I know that the enemies of this Republic and
this Democracy are doing their best to stir up un-
rest and dissension among us. I know that they
are stirring up race hatred. I shall close my ears
to this sort of talk, and I shall denounce it when
I hear it. If someone urges me, by a pamphlet or
a speech, to regard all Jews as my enemies, I shall
remember that stirring up hatred against Jews
is a Hitler tactic, and I shall ask myself whether
the Jews, or any Jew, has ever harmed me or
my family. I shall remember that freedom and
democracy teach me to live and let live.

I shall look about me, in my own community,
and see whether these new times have created any
new problems that perhaps I, and the people
associated with me, for instance in a club or a
chamber of commerce, can help to solve.

Perhaps a new
factory hascome
to my town, or perhaps an old one has suddenly
expanded, and is drawing workers from distant
parts. Upon the skill and devotion of these workers
as much depends as upon our armed forces.
Have they gol comfortable places to live?

New Community Problems.

reasonable price, that doesn’t profiteer? Are
there, perhaps, some empty mansions, long on the
market, that we could turn into comfortable,
homelike boarding houses for them? Could our
woman’s club, perhaps, do something like that?
Would they like to join our church? And what
does our church have to offer them, in the way of
compauionship and society ?

How about all this talk about fifth columnists?
Hadn’t I better leave most of the investigation of
this sort of thing to the F. B. 1.7 If someone comes
and whispers to me that this or that German fam-
ily is probably a secret “Bund” member, how
about thinking about that family, and asking
myself whether I really and honestly believe it?
Wendell Willkie is of pure German aneestry, isn’t
he? And he wants freedom and democracy to win
out in this struggle. Maybe that German family
does too. Do I want to lend myself to a wholesale
campaign of persecution against honest, decent
individuals? Couldn’t we perhaps get farther if
we brought our German friends into a program for
an American peace, “with liberty and justice for
all”?

H I want to help my country in this hour, I
must stop being afraid. Stop being afraid of war,
stop being afraid of taxes, stop being afraid of
some future depression, stop being afraid of the
President or of the Republicans . . . in short,
stop being afraid.

The human race has gone through desperate
times before, and has survived. It will survive
these desperate times too. And the people who
survive them best are those who are most cheer-
ful, most confident, who know what they believe
in and stick to it, and who are least afraid.

Every single individual, however modest or
limited his influence, can contribute to that
virtue and that behavior which mean survival: the
survival of the society, of the nation, and of the
ideas for which the nation stands. The way one
18 is just as important as what one does.

O A S —

"Could we find furnished rooms for them, &t a
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LESSONS FROM FRANCE

By Dorothy Thompson

So there stands France today--France, the birthplace of democracy;

France, home of the sweetest and most hummne of civilizapions--her face
smeared with blood, her hands empty of weapons, with the black hooked cross
flying over the city of light.
Yo = People are responsible for this, So thinks the common man in Frence.
The last spurt of emergy, the last gasp of fury is directed inward, not out=-
ward. Hatred burns in the wounded and defeated heart. Somebody is to blame
for this! Find the oulprits! |

The culprits, they think, are everywhere. The industrialist grinds
his teeth and remembers the French New Deal. While Germeny wa s working her
factories morning, noon and night, shift after shift, every worker catalogued,
every worker driven, 30 per cent of the totel emergies of the nation--energy
units, not money units--working every moment, every years for arms, arms,
arms, the French trade unions were demanding shorter days, sléwer work, higher
pey, a "more abundant life." Where is the abundant life now]! Where is any
life?

| Tomorrow they will work for Germany, under the German rules.
| i

The workers'! eyes blaze with fury. Didn't they promise us appeasement?
All those people who had investments in Germany, who were in cartels with
Germany? Werenft they kicking about taxes, trying to protect their money with
one hand and France with the other? They made the diplomacy that got us imto
this. They declared we were "meutral” in Spain=--and now the Spanish and .*bhe
Germans have ganged up on us. They were 8o scared of the Reds that they' made
us break the Russian-Soviet pact. They gave the Czech guns away--to the Bermems
to be used agalinst us.

Our Allies let us down, they all scream together: TWhy didn't Britain
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heve more divisions? Why wouldn't she introduce conscription? How about a
Govermment that wes kissing Hitler up to the last minute. . . Wasn't that the
British govermnment? How: about our politicians? Maneuvering emong themselves
as to which party and which individuel would come out on top, right down to
the last tragic minute.

And so thousands of them begin to say: ™In the world in which we live
the Nazis have proved that they are fit for survival. All we have said against
the Nezis and thought was just words and thoughts."” ’

Yes,tthis is happening in France, where hatred, exhausted outward, turns
inward.’

The lesson to be learned from this disaster is that defense begins inter=-
nally and not with guns, It begins with unity. But unity must be mobilized a=-
round something concrete. It cannot be created by sermonizing about its virtues.
People unite for a common purpose and for a common activity. You cannot, for
instance, unite for a common grab except a common grab of socme oubtsider's pro-
perty. A common grab within is e contradiction in terms.

A defense program must be for defense of a policy and an objective. Other-
wise the guns we forge may be used one of these days for purposes we who build
them never dreamed. We speak of "defending the Western Hemisphere." But defend-
ing what Western Hemisphere? A political and economie policy, a philosophy of
polities, must be created, in order that one may lknow what ome is defending.

As things are now in the Western Hemisphere, it will be as difficult to
defend it as i:t was for France and Britain to defend the separate states of Po=-

land, Rumania, Czecho-figvakia, Belgium. Does anything really tie North and

South America together except fear? That is a very weak foundation on whieh to
build--fear. At present, the South American states are afraid of losing their

European markets, and tomorrow meny of them will be sorambling to switch into
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line with whatever policy Hitler wants,

The lesson of Burope is that a unity can be defended but not a political
association that may at any moment dissolve by the mere change in a premier,
The Balken states were wedded to Germany not by loans, which can at any moment
be repudiated by a sovereign state, but by the most intricate web of economics
in terms of real things, not money. As it turns out Hitler is getting all the
money that the British and Fremch lent their allies. The Turks were and still
are the allies of Great Britain. But their guns, even if paid for in English
pounds, were purchased in the Skoda works, formerly“belonging to Czecho-Slovakia
and now in German hands, and the ammunition for those guns had to be purchased
in Germany.

Germany created the real interests in the Balkans. The Allies created
transitory political alliance and@asily soluble financial dependencies.

#Hh

THERZFORE, if we mean to defend Pan-Americe we must have a Pan~Aiderica.
And that involves a very great and difficult program. The Europe that a vic-
torious Hitler wikll create will be a Buropeen customs union, with a managed
currency, and it is going to be very difficult to compete with in this world.
We certainly cannot confront that system with anything less well welded to-
gether,

Pan-America means a customs and currency union and a common Army and
Navy. It means a common economic¢ policy toword the rest of the world. It
means making our economies complementary rather than competitive. These things
are possible, and not only possible but offer tne only hope for the establish-
ment in the Americas of a real "New World."

But such & program would mean being able to throw off our old habits of
thinking. It would certainly mean that we mustAindustrialize this country much

more than it is industrialized at present and greatly increase its population
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by immigration. For we shall have to eat South American produots, and there are
not enough of us to eat them. We certainly are not going to be able to buy them
and throw them in the ocean. You cannot go against nature like this,

We failed to make a system of collective political and economic security
to protect the schemdpf things that we had after the last war. This columm has
consistently maintained that it would be a thousand times easier to protect the
European democracies, by all holding together, than to adjust ourselves to what
would follow if they collapsed. But that is all water under bridges now, except
for the last heroic stand of Britain with the aid of whatever we can send her.
We should send her everything we have, because she is using her men and material
against the only force on eerth that threatens us from the Altantic side.

But one must also have foresight to prepare for the evemtuality that she
loses the war as definitely as France has lost it. And that means complete
United States isolation, in an extremely bad strategical position, with two
ooceans that are no defense at all unless on holds naval and air bases in them
at strategical points, and with an extremely weak position in South America; or
it means vigorous New Pan-American politics and economics that will be proof
against everything because they are really mutually beneficial and bound by ties
that cannot be dissol¥ved by a mere change in ministries.

i
In union is stremgth. On this hemisphere we are where we were on this

continent 150 years ago.



A NATION UNITED
By Dorothy Thompson
Thoughts Duriﬁg—ahis Struggle

THE COLUMN that appeared here last Monday on "Thoughts After the Fall of
Paris" has had such a remarkable response that now I kmow that I did not really
write it, but picked it out of the air.

In deeply troubled times, when the nerves become strained with mental
anguish, there comes to people that integration of thought and emotion out of
which grows the kind of conviction which is really an act of faith: "The sub-
stance of things hoped for; the evidence of things unseen,"

In times of great crisis individuals either fly to pieces, or all the
pieces in them fly together, and what is true of individuals is true of peoples,
of nations. When an individual fails to react to danger by that spontaneous
mental and physical coordination that alone will save him, he is suffering from
nervous breakdown. The saﬁe is true of nations., And the faith that is in my
heart arises from seeing that, although Washington is truly suffering from
mervous breakdown all along the line at this moment, the American people are not.
Watching with horrow-stricken eyes the apocalyptic spectacle of the collapse o f
a world made of the stuff of dreams and vanished with a sleep, they are pushing
through the cheaos to clarity, to realism, reason and truth,

EVERY ONE of us is asking himself today what he really cares for and
what he really believes: It has become a neces#ity of our lives, as real and
necessary as bread. In that process of self-criticism, that stripping for action,
it is amazing how much one throws away in order to lighten the pack one carries,

For what do I really care, one gskes oneself. What is essential to my
happiness, Immediately one rids omeself of a great load of material things.

Pleasant things, sven lovely things, but not things for which ons really cares.

Do I care about this large apartment, that sweet house in the country? No., I
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need a room of my own, where I can be quiet, and think and work. I need a room
for my child.

I do not need any other shelter whatsoever. I need a certain amount of
caloric content of food each day, and I need no other food whatsoever. I need
sufficient clothes and changes of them to keep elean, and I would like t hem to
make me look as nice as possible, because that helps one's courage, but I need
no other clothes whatsoever,

That house in the country. Yes, I love it, because I planned it--took
the 0ld structure, ripped out this wall, plamned that chimney there and that
window there-~dug in the garden, planted the irises--it is part of myself, and
I Yove it., But for what was I making it? For my femily and my friends. But
who are my family and my friends? Everyone today who suffers what I suffer,
and wants what I want, and needs what I need. I think of the hundreds of thou-
sands of orphaned children in France and Belgium; tomorrow in Englend. Demo-
cracy's children. I have rooms for them, and food for them, and I want to
reacn them.

No, I do not want the state to take over my house.v-That is what the
Communists would do.- They would make it into an institution. It is a houme.
The state cannot make it into a home. They do not understand my house. But if
they will let me make it into a larger home, I will do it, and do it better
than they could. And 8s I am, so are millions. All the state needs to be is a
transmission system--a transmission system to the power thet is resident in

every cell of our society.

Ly
Fir

DO I CARE about money? What is money? In the bank lies a trust fund for
my child, that if I die he shall be sure of a home. But what is nome? Has a
Polish child with a trust fund e home? This society is my child's home, and
if it collapses he may be hunted in the streetg for all the money in the bank,

Does the Gavermment need that money to save and rebuild this society? Take it.

But take it and save this soeiety with it. Do not nand it out to grafters'
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Do not hand it to the enemies of my child! It is a trust fund,
ﬁ##

WHAT IS IT that I need and seek? I need to live in a society and a world
that makes sense. I cannot exist in an insane asylum. I need to live in a
world that I trust. I cannot live in a wo;ld that I do not trust and that does
not trust me. I am willing to try to love my neighbor as myself. But not
better than myself, becamse that is destructive of all order. I am willing to
share the results of my work with all who work. But I am not willing to give
it to the parasitically lazy. For I do not ask that I myself shall live without
working, And since I kmow that work is a self-creating process I am jealous of
it for ell men and women,

T

WHAT IS IT thet I believe? I believe what I know. All the rest is speocu-
lation, fascinating, protean, excellent mental exercise, but not knowledge. It
becomes wisdom only when it is recognized and wvalidated by that conscious and
unconscious experience of lif'e which is reality.

I have read & library full of books in my life, and some of the most brile
liant and seductive have been the most nonsensical. Who does not know that exe~
quisite pleasure, however, that springs from the printed page when one reads a
word that opens & blind in the windows of one's mind? One says, "that is true,”
One knows it instently--it is the key for which one has been looking--It brings
all other thoughts into shape, it adds to & harmony, it helps create the mind.
It calls unconsoious observations into the consciousness. It is food and drink

to the spirit,

[iN}
U

WHAT D0 I XNOW about human societies, from all the experience of history
and reality? I know that t.ey cammot be based on hate., That remark is of an

extreme banality, but some of our brightest intelleftuals do not recognize it,
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perhaps because it is banal . . . (Many banal things are so.) That is why the
Communist revolution is the most ghastly failure in history. It has eaten a-
way the creative power of a great slumbering race, and it will disappear ignom-
iniously from history, brought down by the weapons of war, conspiracy, division
and treason which it forged itself,

Thet is why I know that the Nazi system will fail, even if Hitler conquers
the whole earth. It is based upon hate, upon an arrogant assumption of unreal
superiority, and everytiing it does in the long run will prove to be false., It
is an attempt at worldwide political and economic monopoly, and &t is as true
now as it ever was ghat "all power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”
Just now it is the greatest success story in history; but do not tie to it; it
will go down in one way or another: Either from external pressure or from in-
ternal corruption., Germans with light in their minds and reality in their hearts
kmow it. Why did thesy speak to me in Europe when I met some of them, herse and
there, wringing their hands and crying, "We are going to win this war!" And
agony was on their faces. Not on everyone's face. No. But on the faces of
those whose wisdom is deepest.

I do not kmow when this will happen=~whether in my lifetime--but it will
happen. I wait with fascinated eyes for the peace terms offered to France., If
they contain a ray of noble magnanimity, I shall be somewhat shaken, I shall
think "they are being sly, and it will take longer." But if they divide France
and plunder her liberties utterly, then I shall know that the day of reckonifg
is not so far off. For there is a natural law, and it never fails.

yitsia

But democracy, noblest dream of man, what erimes have we committed in your
name, that you suffer now such bloody agenies? When did you degenerate on the
political side into a filthy vote-buying machine? When did you degenerate on
the economic side to a money=-worshiping stagnafion? Yhen did labor bosses be~

ocome racketeers instead of demooratic leaders of strong end prideful guilds?
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When did society become a perpetual war instead of a family in which each member
performs his function under an authority that lives by the respect it commands
and not by naked force or votes manipulated or seduced? When did you forget
"that hospitality that forever indicates heroes?"

Or have you never really been born, except as an idem not yet made flesh
and reality?

Are zgg.not the revolution, of which these others will be ill-cast forms,
broken to bits in universal destruction? Are you not the revolution to end
revolutions for centuries, and bring us peace?

If so, let us set about building you, with the love of our hearts, the

intelligence of our brains, and the work of our hands,



Anywhere, at all times, in all ages, the line of truth moves. The
real truth is that which under pressure ceuses increasing numbers of per-
sons to look in the direction of the same truth. Those of most exactitude
ere joined by the multitude, and so the many tell the few. The few talk-
ing in silence, each to himself; hearing the voices of others through
silence and space, now find all space end the only living thing filled
with the multitude all in wmfriendly sound.

And so one knows the heart of the multitude for the first time, end
is glad.

For this heert is neither gey nor silent. It is the reservoir, the
magnificent universal reality of the thing itself--the soul, the ultimate
and only reality of the mw-~the truth of things seen and not seen.

As the ones agitate in the pressure, & song arises. And so glad may

we be.



June 21, 19840

Dear Mies Thompson:

In your mall, you probebly never
will reech this one.

But, if one of thoss who open
the mail 1s e bit of you yourself, you
ney sae it.

8inoerely,



Thompson's ohellenge to me, & men, is simply thiss T"How does a fat
Dencorat shve himgelf from a 1little Daspoti”

The Democoret streamlines im a turkish bath, slong the lines of Pepper's
geven polnts.

All deteiled acte are to prepare for the Hitlor atteck. Any proposed
sot that does not do that L2 hog-wash.

Any Nemogcrat knows under pressura time ie the essense of the contract,
end that lendorehip in direction must be ebsolute. Kxamples A liner on a
peeseful sse hits an iceberg. The ceptain comsands, Tno pussengers demand
a8 captein to cormand.

Re Americens proudly must esk the captein to commend, cnd give him
him commission of command for the duration of ths defense need.

8ince all power 1s corrupting and gorruptible, Senate and House should
sit in continuous session to revoke all enlerged powers in wicie or in part
if abusad., But the giving in good grens of theo whole frameowrk now ls the
specdwagon that a demoorsoy must ride into setion. The giving of the Prasi-
dent this part snd then that part of a epesdwegon whon he asks for it, end
giving with grumbling, will wear out ths leader end the speedwagon will
never be assembled in time.

The Peppor proposals ere tha speadwagon.

Some one egenoy--asgency of the people~-must give. It is sincerely
hoped that no one asks.
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