
"WHAT CAN I D01" 
By Dorothy Tho,npson 

F
OR many weeks past I have been receiving 
letters-hundreds and hundreds of letters, all 
asking the same question: What can I do? 
The authors say, "We feel that we are in a 

crisis; we know that we are arming with immense 
rapidity, while, at the same time, we are giving all 
possible aid to Britain in her effort to stem the 
tide of tyranny, despotism and chaos. But 
meanwhile I feel so idle; I feel that I haven't the 
right just to devote myself to the usual tasks. I 
want to do something for my country and for 
democracy. What can I do?" 

Sometimes I think one trouble with our society 
is that we think too much in terms of "doing" 
and not enough in terms of" being." Every living 
human l>eing c,reates around himself or herself an 
atmosphere. It transmits itself to one's husband 
or wife or children, to the friends of one's inner 
circle, to business contacts and club contacts. 
The -sum of that atmosphere, created by millions 
of Americans, is what is known as "morale." 
Without "doing" anything very active, you can 
help build up that morale, or tear it down, by 
your day-to-clay behavior, in all your relation­
ships. Remember the old adage, "They also 
serve who only stand and wait." Whether they 

__,.c.se""'r"'v'"'e or not de ends ou the ))Oise and temper with 
which-tltey itand andwait~ The-'Battle of '.Brit.aiu, 
for instance, is being won not only by the glorious 
R. A. F.. of whom Churchill said," Never in the field 
of human conflict was so much owed by so many 
to so few"; it is being won not only by the regular 
a rmy, the home defense corps, the innumerable 
workers in the factories, and the women and girls 
who enlist in the fire brigades. It is being won by 
hundreds of thousands who do none of these 
things, but just calmly hold confidence in Britain 
and Britain's leadership, and never, for an instant, 
lose faith. 

Every American who never for au instant loses 
faith i11 the American ideals of freedom and 
democracy and testifies to that faith whenever 
the opportunity offers, and in however modest a 
way, is doing something for America in this hour. 

We are AU A--rka••• To transform a peace 
economy intoan econ­

omy geared to total defense means all sorts of new 
problems and new adjustments, and new taxes. 
Think to yourself: The men who are planning our 
defense and making all these arrangements are 
Americaus. Maybe they are Democrats and I'm 
a Republican. But they are all Americans, and 
they believe, basically, exactly the things I be­
lieve. They are doing their level best to save 
America and make a stronger, greater, better 
America. The man at the head, our President, was 
elected by a majority of us. If Mr. Willkie, who 
<lid his best to defeat him, can give him his un­
swerving loyalty, I can. I want him to be the 
greatest President America ever ha<l, because if 
he is not, my family and my country will suffer. 
Therefore, I shall listen to no criticism of him 
nuul.e in malice. I shall lend an intelligent ear only 
to constructive criticism. I shall not listen to 
personal attacks or silly rumors. 

If my taxes are higher, I shall do everything to 
readjust my standard of living to that fact, and 
I shall not complain. I shall remember that, in 
comparison with people of my class-my work, 

my profession, my trade- anywhere else in the 
world, I am rich. 

I know that the enemies of this Republic and 
this Democracy are doing their best to stir up un­
rest and dissension among us. I know that they 
are stirring up race hatred. I shall close my ears 
to this sort of talk, and I shall denounce it when 
I hear it. If someone urges me, by a pamphlet or 
a speech, to regard all J ews as my enemies, I shall 
remember that stirring up hatred against J ews 
is a Hitler tactic, and I shail ask myself whether 
the J ews, or any Jew, has ever harmed me or 
my family. I shall remember that freedom and 
democracy teach me to live and let live. 

I shall look about me, in my own community, 
and see whether these new times have created any 
new problems that perhaps I, and the people 
associated with me, for instance in a club or a 
chamber of commerce, can help to solve. 

Ne,., C•--••li11 i•rHl4<••• Perhaps a new 
factory has come 

to my town, or perhaps an old one has suddenly 
expanded, and is drawing workers from distant 
parts. Upon the skill and devotion of these workers 
as much depends as upon our armed forces. 

Have they got <·omfortable places to live? 
ould -we -find -Jurri'1s 1earooms or em, a a 

reasonable price, that doesn't profiteer? Are 
there, perhaps, some empty mansions, long on the 
market, that we could turn into comfortable, 
homelike boarding houses for them? Could our 
woman's club, perhaps, do something like that? 
Would they like to join our church? And what 
does our church have to offer them, in the way of 
compauionship an<l society? 

How about all this talk about fifth columnists? 
Hadn't I better leave most of the investigation of 
th is sort of thing to the F. B. I. ? If someone comes 
and whispers to me that this or that German fam­
ily is probably a secret "Bumi" member, how 
about thinking about that family, and asking 
myself whether I really and honestly believe it ? 
Wendell Willkie is of pure German ancestry, isn't 
he? And he wants f ree<lom and democracy to win 
out in this struggle. Maybe that German family 
does too. Do I want to lend myself to a wholesale 
campaign of persecution against honest, decent 
individuals? Couldn 't we perhaps get farther if 
we brought our German friends into a program for 
an American peace, "with liberty and justice for 
all"? 

If I want to help my country in this hour, I 
must stop being afraid. Stop being afrai<l of war, 
stop being afraid of taxes, stop being afraid of 
some future depression, stop being afraid of the 
President or of the Republicans ... in short, 
stop being afraid. 

The human race has gone through desperate 
times before, and has survived. It will survive 
these desperate times too. And the people who 
survive them best are those who are most cheer­
ful, most confident, who know what they believe 
in and stick to it. and who are least afraid. 

Every single individual, however modest or 
limited his influence, can contribute to that 
virtue and that behavior which mean survival: the 
survival of the society, of the nation, and of the 
ideas for which the nation stands. The way one 
i.s is just as important as what one does. 
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DEFENSE AND MORALE 
By Dorothy Tlionipson 

OW that we are all out for a big defense pro- perfect and complete ex­
gram, have voted an enormous budget and pression of something com­
started conscription; now that some people- pletely realized, in the 
myself among them- are talking to hallfuls mind, in the emotions, in 

of other people about our dangers and'our duties, the soul-the letters were 
one may pause to ask what the first essential of de- pure poetry, and even from 
fense is. I think the answer has been given in obviously uneducated per­
Europe, but I am not sure that we yet know what sons found perfect expres­
it is, blinded as we are likely to be by relative s10n. 
statistics regarding the number of airplanes, divi- It was not flamboyant 
sions, tanks and guns. exp ression. Not one of 

Airplanes and tanks are all very well. As the them said a word about "freedom" or "democ­
world has come to be, we have to have them. racy" or "patriotism." They talked of the lambs 
Still, Czechoslovakia had them and handed them in the fields, of the great trees and the quiet riv­
over to her enemy. Why? Because her spirit ers; of the little son, sitting with his parents in 
was broken when her allies deserted her. :France the sitting room; of the cabbage and the cosmos; 
voted the money and knew the danger, but didn't of "Winnie"-who was Winston Churchill; of 
even produce the planes or the pilots in anything America, and how wonderful it was that we re­
like sufficient numbers. Why? Because the ceived the children of England with affection; of 
French mind had lost its integrity. People were the strange, beautiful summer that went on in 
full of doubts-one side doubtful whether the spite of bombs; of Shakespeare and Housman. 
other really meant' business, the other doubtful They remembered that Elizabeth had been here, 
whether the business might not cost too much; a and stood on this cliff, and watched the Armada. 
doubt as to who was really the enemy- Hitler, or They knew that nothing lovely ever really per­
capitalists, or Socialists, or Communists. ishes, and that a thing of beauty is a joy forever. 

England muddled along toward ruin, until dis- They expressed the absolute certainty of a great 
a8tcr, trV=wuewa;...M-tI:t~:.le i:,,t>Ju.,-.,<l 'n -Eng- ---world,-peace. They- i;poka-of.-Ili-lJev &,;...thoug-h h&­
land exactly the opposite effect from what it pro- were some vast impersonal evil which they, with 
duced in Fraµce, producecl an effect that neither their bodies, were destined to oppose. They spoke 
world power, world prestige nor national glory of irrational and unprovable things, and of real, 
was able previously to call forth: the full, com- close and intimate things-of what they loved. 
plete realization that there is something greater And they spoke out of the very heart of faith. 
than oneself, greater than one's wealth, greater 
than one's nation-something, whatever it is, that TuE writers of these letters had passed into an­
gives meaning to life and meaning to the nation, other dimension than the one in which we live our 
and fortitude to suffering and a peace in one's pedestrian lives. They had found out something. 
own soul so great that one can calmly accept I cannot put into words what they did not put 
death. Then came that resurgence of spirit that into words, but only revealed through words. But 
translated itself immediately into action-into all that they wrote seemed to say : "Life is good; 
individual action and into communal action. Then England is good; great have been our faults and 
Britain behaved "as one person," and that "one manifold our sins, but in the very heart of us, 
person" took on a face and a demeanor, displayed, Britain is truly great. Sometimes we doubted it, 
as all faces and demeanors do, a soul, and behaved but now we know it. And because we know that 
in a manner to excite the admiration of the world. Britain is very dear, and very great, we know that 

man is very dear and very great. It was worth 
As I WRITE these lines I cannot possibly guess everything to find this out." 
what events may transpire before they are printed. And since the belief that man is great is the 
I cannot possibly guess whether or not Great very basis of democracy, and the only justifica­
Britain will be able to hold out through this win­ tion for human freedom, one needed no longer to 
ter. But this much I know: that between the speak of "democracy" or "freedom." One was 
ghastly collapse of Norway, the tragic retreatfrom living and dying for the essence, not the word; for 
Dunkirk and the day in September when I write the content, not the form. 
these lines, something happened to Britain; and The morale of a democracy, the only form of 
that what happened to Britain was all the differ­ society which is based on a transcendental faith in 
ence between ignominy and heroism, between col­ humanity, must arise out of that faith-out of a 
lapse and greatness. Of this much I am sure : that passionate love for all the things that man at his 
Britain has made immortal human history, what­ best has apprehended and expressed, whether in 
ever the outcome of ,the war. the fields he has tilled, the gardens he has planted, 

In the late summer, and in response to a broad­ the cities he has built, the words he has uttered 
cast which I made to England, I received a series or the songs he has sung. It must arise out of the 
of letters which were all written by poets. The passionate conviction that humanity will one day 
writers did not know that they were poets. They till wider fields, plant better gardens, build lovelier 
identified themselves ,as a gardener's wile, a cities, utter greater words, sing nobler songs. 
"black-coated" clerk (the English say "black­ When peQple feel these things, though de­
coated" where we say" white collar "), a Canadian mocracy is threatened by all the hosts 
sapper, a lady in a bombarded coastal town, a of hell, it will defend itself. And if 
government employee, an aviator-to take a few it falls in one place, it will 
at random. .B,ut- since poetry is only the most n se again in another. 
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IFair 
By Doro~hy T~1ompson EnQugh 

By Westhrook Pegler-"This Way Of Life" 
THERE WAS _a cwious juxtapo- . entire world." It is, we read, to 

sition of headlines in t_he Sµnd ay be divided "into spheres of in- ' The De Luxe Dole 
Herald Tribune. Rigqf across the fluence." The process ·of so di­
page at the top was the banner: viding it threatens freed.om and · , I WISH i t were possible' to hold 

equality throughout the . world. a -super-colossal investigation o!"WiUkie says this way ,of life will 
And only the Jimited imagination the whole New. Deal "from Marchpass it he loses." ' Under it: 

"Japan says she' will h~p m.ake can bel ieve that if the basic , 4, 1933, down to the present hour, 
- tenets " of - the· American faith over the entire world." similar to Ferd Pecora's open-air· perish elsewhe're ·. in the world

"This way of life" _. is passing they will live -in undiminished grand ju.ry performance on the 
with extreme rapidity all over th~ vit.:lity here. • gyp ·bankers and promoters back 
world. and some ln,gredients of 

li'f-,:1 . there when most of us were, in a 
our way of lile are certain to pass, 

poliLical · way cif speaking, . verypeace or· war. ,or whoever wins or LONG AGO, William Graham 
whatever the putcome/ Even if ' ·Sumner pointed out that the suc­ Y,01.1ng. It i.s my: belief that such 
the war had never occurred, .cess of a domestic tendency or a probe or .quiz, as, we would call 

, policy. -c\epends upon · the world- ."this way of life" \Y0uld have peen it in the papers, would re veal 
profoundly modifted. ' Indeed.. the wide..c9nsteUil.ticil} An regard to it: su·ch a system , of larceny, whiteThis \ jpea of·. ''s'phei:es of foftu:,war is part of the process of 

ence" is graft and ·fraud as the · world hll,jwholly ~rbitrary. •, O.ne ' modifyini: it, and there is n<;> one · can find its parallel in . our busi­ never known, operated in the
\,/ho can .imagine any me.ans of _ness world, in the forin of mqnop- name of democracy, and that thefJl'vival that does not imply mod­ .olies and .ag1·,eement., Campng l~ te Sobbing Sam ' Insull wouldi'\<'!ation. • Certainly Mr. Willk4'f? . them) , bu t nowhere m our polit­
~annot, for he says that democ:. ' ical tradition, not even in · the mea~~re up as nothing more tha.n 
r acy, to survive,.must be dynamic, Monrn_~•Do~rine. , · - a bush league confidence man. 

. not static. and he supports con­ Our vlewp,ofnt, in harmony with My fi rst misgivings j.S to the 
scriptiop in peace-time, which, in our faith in .freedom and equal­ purity of the New Deal occurred 
itself; means a drastic break with ity, has ,been · that nations of way back when the dew was wet 
our t raditional way of life. people ·have the ri _g ht to thei, 

on the rose wh en 1 went <ti.roundown so il and the shaping of theirT he g rea t in terna l problem in · own polili.caLdcspr iei,. and that to the old Postoffice in Washinglo n
•· this coyntry and all c;ountrie.s ~ , , the relations between-them 'Should · · indeed, to find o\it just what 1rl · and djscover!:!d· our old friend 

be governed ·, by law 'on' !he basis ,our w'ily·· of life vie want to pre­ Wild- Will Lyons stowed' away in 
of eq1,1ality \ whether they are small' serve, come hell and high water, · an office ot his own, with his name 

and what w·e are :,,.r illing to·. or 1large/- Thus, we· treat Holland 'ori the door under the title of Spe­or Switze\·land as an equal with·chang:?. ciaL Assistant to the PostmasterGerl'T\any, .although the latter i~There is ·a tendency among the·· 
more prosperous immeasurably. strnnier than the ' General. Old Will had been a na tive-'born, 

former; nor·have we eyJ?,t granted tra~fuling drummer for years andmlddle-class groups to · identify· · 
the righ · of any riation ta ., treatthe American way of . life with yea'rs, se11411r ty.,o-pants suits wilh 

· eco­the · particular system o! prival~. · us .a..s ,unequ$ll in political pirich-back coats to the cowboys 
enterpr ise, big b1,1siness ' leader- · nomic or-- inte1lecfuar intercourse 

· ..and \beet field,s pands out West. 
·11hip, inass consumption of highl_y with :any.'.ot~~r nati1111 on ear._th, 

-- ~ · .advertised products, monopolistic " c+-9 
merger ·at the top al)d ruthless . THE MONROE DOCTRINE has ' .· HE WAS .WHAT we· called a 
competition elsewhere which cer­ b~en variously interpreted at vari­ charactet· around the fight busi­tainly dominated American life . ous times, but even in our ' most ness, . 6ften· to be !ound in Billy:from the -beginning of, the great impei·ialistic moments i~ has never La Hifl''s tavern, where the mobindustrial expansion after the been interpreted as our r ight PY hung out ·after· hours on fightC ivil Wa.r until the . ireat crash r eason . of ·s1.1perior · 11mnbers, nights at the Gard.en. Aroundin 1929. wealth and force to ~xercise 1111 ·Washington there had beeµ some 

exclusive ' .·'sphe;e of ,influence•'' talk that J im Farley was going to 
BUT THIS WAY, and the values in South Ametrca ot Canada. drop him into a job of some ·kind,

We , l}ave tr,1ded ,and enjoyed ·bu t I thought that was just talk,d er iving from it, never had ·un- ultur ar · and • '·political relations 
and all sudden, surechallenged sway. Rural New Eng- with our •neighbor s on the iame then, of a 

land looked back to many forms . enough, there was our Will with 911 th terms ~s everyone else, estitblish-d private office in Washington, keep­ot cooperative en eavor; a e ing as a •p· -olicy only the freedom 
U topl._an dreams and Utopian ex- ing the scrapbooks for Jim- justand independence from foreign · 
has been inventive, from the , I never did discover what his 
Oneida Community to the. Mor• .,, ~ · salary was and heard it estimated 
m ons. had quite different _customs , THAT IS A VERY DIFFERENT or guessed variously between 
and ideals; this way of life has thing-it ls the opposite thing _ $4,000 and $6,000 a.year, but I said 
been challenged and criticized for from dividing the world into to myself, "Hell's Fire! There goes 
two generations both by the radi- . hegemonies: Germany , 

0 
and her a lot of people's income taxes just 

·cals and by the real conserva-- vassal Italy supreme in Europe; to gratify Jim's generous im­
tives, and most of all-most con- Japan supreme in Asia, and we- pulse." 
sis tently and ·u·nanimously-it has if we are able to drive a shrewd 

periments in which th is country control of all the American S tates, pasting up clippings. 

There are thousands, probably
beeh challeng'ed. and without ex- deal with the Germans- supreme hundreds · of thousands, of poor 

and-ception, by American poets in the Western Hemisphere. We citizen stiffs around the country
philosophers. ·. do not \\,ish supremacy, even if who have to sit down every yearSo, what is the American way
of life? we were ·granted it, but freedom, and fill in a lot of blanks and send 

Actually, in surveying the past equality and co9peratio11 not only a few Itttle bucks to the Internal 
and contemplating the prese1't, we in ,the We!!tern Hemisphere bu~ Revenue to pay · the salaries of 
observe that the American way_• • throughout the globe. , . such ·appointees. Then, when they 
•h as meant very different ,things in ' Thus, on a _world scale, the have forgotten .all about it, around 
different periods of history, an4 Fascist states loo~ forward to a comes some ti_, cop with a brie!­
very different things among' dif- · few interlocking monopolies, and case and go~· over the whole 
ferent sec~ions of the population , we, if we follow our faitt)., must mess, nickel py nickel, .and winds 
at the same 'time. . · look · forward to a world-wide up saying he can't allow the de­ t

The. American way is not the · cooperative co'Timonwealth. duc tion for the bum debt which 
sam·e for a Negro sha_recropper But the world outside and the has been w1·it en,.otI.,at,d will have 
on an Alabama plantation and f or · ' i · r .-, to stlck \Ile UJ(pay:er $8.26 ' more, 8 
a,• -Ve:rmon IJr!P'e.r; ' - . , It: :,cl)tlCept,s, land ;values , 11lus ' intere~t at ll''per cent. ,I • 
l ive.s ilr an •economy wh ch gte'w · cultivateq - by mol'Jopoli~Uc • big__, 2-'!I','"' G'tiJ ;, ··:- z 
·up as the .successor to chattel \ busine~s l~acl. -logjcally to the Nazi 0WELL, Will Lyons · was 'only"slavery in a defeated and im-. form of world order. The Amer- ·· l 

one example, ' and a minor one at -poverished section of the co_unt_r y, , ican dream rejects it · with the · J 
and.whLch we are ~nly begummg· ' 1spon-taneity with which a healthy that, of - the generosity of the 1 ~ 
to regard· as a- natio_nal ,proble;ll- ·, organism v_omits poison,_ bleedin, heads of the New Dea l > 
.The lattC;l' pursues a Vf8Y •of life with money fntrusted to them to a: 
according to a!l .almost 1,1nbroken ...--------------- ·/ ' bail the country out of hock. Old wtradition ot over a hundred years. .Theodore Bilbo, an eccenh'ic 

character from Mississippi, turnedr-+.!I 
up in another department, afso "' w 

THE WAY OF Lll<'E of an in­ pasting clippings in scdpbooks a:
dustrial worker on an assembly at $6,000 a year because ·they a.belt has little relation to the way wan ted to pacify him and get him 
o-f li fe · by his ancestors, who car­ o ff r .:i t Harrison's neck. 

A - ..J .z___ried thei1· own tools. Th~ wa_y 
,. •- ~ - - -- - I • -
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~u'l' 'l'til..:S, WAX.andtheva1ues 
de~ r ivi-ng fr.am, it, never had ·un-
challen.,oed sway. Rural Ne\y Eng-

, t0 f s'land looked bac,, many orm 
of c~operative endeavor; _all th~ 
Uto_pian drearns ~nd U~op1an e~ 
penments i1;1 whi~h this co~nth1y . 
has been mvent1ve, ftom t e • , 
Oneida Community to · the. Mor: ... 
rnons. h,ad ·quHe di.f'fer,en t customs 
and ideals; this way of life has 
been challenged and criticized for 
'two geperations both ' by the rad!• ., 
cals and by the real conserva-· 
tives. and most of. all-most_con-
sistently and · unammou~ly-it has , 

'-bee·n chaUenged. and without ex -
ndception, by American poets a 

philosqphers. ' . 
·so, what is the Amenca,n w.ayo!iiie? . eying the 'past ' 11~ndcciite~~~ti~~vthe pr~sen,\, we _· 

observe that; the Am~rican way 
has meant very different things in 
diflerent period.s of history, and · 
very different things qrf!Ong ~it• l 
ferent sectii:ms .of the population . , 
at the same time. , - . 

The American way .· is not the ·· 
sam·e -for a Negro si1arectopper · · 
on an AJ°abama' plantation and_for 

,.•,1f•· \l'ermojl:J:. t.&tr~•r.\;i ' ' h h. · te\w 
. }iv~ in .1111 ~o.nortJ:y ,'JI .. c _g , ~ ,. 
. up ,as , the successor -lo .chattel . 

slavery- 'in .a' J;iefeated ·,and ·Im- . 
poverished section of the co_un~ry, 

u, .:iuu,n arnenca or ·Canada.' d d d ' ' 'dWe have tra e an enJoye"' t IT 1 1 l-cul u.r,al .and po I ica re a IOl)S 
with our ·.neighbors ·on . the iameterms as ' everyone else, establish- · 
ing as ,a.'policy '.o·nly the· freedom 
and independence from foreign 
control of all the American States. 

. 1 

No,:> · · 

~ THAT IS A VERY DIFFERENT 
thing-it is the ·opppsite ~hipg _ 

, from dividing _,.the world ·: into 
· hegemonies:_ Germany, ,,arrd . ,he_r 
vassal Italy sup_reme ln Europe; 
J apa)'l · supreme in Asil!, and we- . 

· if we are able to drive a shrewd 
deal with the Germans-supreme 

-. in the Western Hemisptiere. We · 
do not wish" supremacy even i! · 
we wer~ ·'g\:anted; it, but ' freedom,,. 

,'· equ;ility aµd cooperation ·not ·only·· 
i'n ,the We~tern ·Hemjsphe,e bu;· 
throughout the ~lobe. . 

Th_us, 01;1 a .~orld scale,. the 
fasc1_st states_ loolt fonvard to a 
_few' !nterlock•ng monop~hes, and 
we, if we ifollow our faith, must 
Jook · forward to a wprld-wide 
cooperative co'Tlmonwealth. 

Bu't' the \V01'ld outside and the 
w · • ,, · . . • . 

e · he- ,concepts 'aod·.values 
cul.ttvatecl-- by • m9n9pol~stic, ·big · 
busi_ness}e-a~ .logj<;ally to ,l~!! Nazi ,. 
~orm, of worl,d ~rqer. . 1he_Amer_• . 
1can dre!lm reJecls. 1t •· with the· 

and. whlch ·we are ~nly 1:?egmnini:-, . . , !!pont~e1ty w1,th which a ·healthy 
to regarcl, as a n<1tion.lll •,Problem. .,opgamsm vo.rruls po1s0,n., :, .,
The latter p:ursue.s a way of life ,1 , 
accordi'n'g' to an .almost unbroken i 
traditiQp •.qf over a ~undred years. 

~ · 
T}{E WAY OF LIFE of an -in• 

-dustr ial worker on an ·assembly 
belt has little ~atio,n to the _w ay 
o! .lire·by his ancestors, who car• 
ried their . own tools. · Th~ Wa'f 
of life of Long Island society Ill 
not the same as the way of life of 
a Manhattan garment worker. Toe 
way of life among first ~r second 
generation immigrants m great 
cities · and huge industrial centers 
is not the same as the way of 
small-town ·Americans who af e 
members of the D. A. R. 

One can discern a thread that 
runs through everything-through 
llrogress, f\!gression and ~on~tant 
change, in -unbrok~n _cont111u1ty-: 
the desire of this pepp~e . for 
greatet· freedom apd equality; for 
more real freedom in terms of 
education and human dignity and 
for , equality ge<1-red µp"'(ard; not 
downward; the col'!v1chon . th;t 
t_his end is. to be achieved thrnu.,h 
political liberty and an µ~d_aun ted 
idealism and fait!i that 1t can be 
won. ·t

In times of general prospen Y 
the faith is li\{ely lo languish. 
But in danger 'it revives, as t~e 
most wholesome sign of the basic 
oneness- of thls so divergent peo• 
pie. In those times of ·stress and 
.danger the leadership that knows 
how lo p~ay on this one unbroken 

. string is invincible. That string 
-produces a ~a1:11liar and'; trw;ted 
music. For 1t 1s part of o~r .des­
tiny that we are a Natio~ of . 
idealists. . . ' 
, Now, this Nation 1s .n danger 

from without because-as the ~ec-
0110 headline indicates-there 1s a 
pl~n abruad '!tQ . make over the 

'IL-- ......... , ,,... 

~- ....... ....... ui, l,)JU.l ~ · O.J..J.t:.Y Wi:lS going to 
drop him into a J·ob of some ·kind, 
but 1•t'hou.,"ht that «•as J·ust talk, 
and then, all of a'

,v
sudden,· sure ' 

enough, ' there_- was·our Will with</.· k 
private offic;e in Washington, eep-

· ing the scrapbooks for Jim-just 
pasting up clippings. . 

I never did. discover what his 
salary was and heard 'it estimated 
or guessed variously between 
$4,000 and $6,00Q a year, but I said 
to myself, "Hell 's Fire! There goes 
a lot of people's income taxes just 

' to gratify Jim's' generous im-
pulse." · t 

Ther·e 'are thousands, probably 
hundreds of thousands, of poor 
citizen stil'fs around . the country 
who have to sit down every year, 
and fill in a lot of blanks and send 
a few' little bucks to the Internal 

· Rev,enue to pay the salaries ot 
sui;:h appointees. !!'he.n, when tqey 
have forgotten qll abouUt, around 
comes some fl.. ·cop with a brief-
case and goe;, · over the whole 
mess, nickel -by nickel, and wipds 
up s_aying he can't allow the -~e-
duct1on 'for the bum debt whtch 
has been ,writt~ off ,anc}-will have .• -: 
to ,st~ck tr,e tax~ayer, '8-~6 m,,ore1 ' ) 
plus inietes~. at 6 per: ~ent. 

', ·'' '"11 i . i;,+.t'' · · "_' '·: · 1 

' WELL: ' Will' LY,ons : was .'0~1y• ; 
one example,' a.rid -a minor one ·at 
that, of the generosity of t~e 
bleedipg. hear: ts of the New Deal 
with money i.ntrusted to them to · 

, 
bail the .country out of hock. Old 

·Theodore- Bilbo, · an• eccentric 
character from Mississippi, turned 
up ·- in another department, a-lso . 
pasting clippings in ' scr.\pbpoks, 
at $6,000 a year because they . 
wanted to·pacify him and get him 
9-ff Pat Harrison's neck.·. 

And from that t_ime on they just 
dropped pretense and · yelled 
"Come and G€t It!" and did those 
free-loaders come a-running! 
Everywhere you turned·· you ran 
into somepody you used to know, 
most of them either dried out 
drunks, simmering alcoholics or . 
embittered flops with np excuse at 
all for failure except···jJ:Jeir own 
incompetence and inabiuty to get 
along, holding jobs· in 'the Guv'-
rnent and drawing down people's · 
taxes. 

G-+-t .,.., 

THIS WAS the de luxe dole, 
and as the Administration spread 
the graft increased I and , mystery 
was made of the multiplying de• 
partmel).ts · and subdepartments 
after the manner of the swindling . 
financiers of the old 'regime with 
their pyramids ,of holding com-

.panies. 
The graft was spread out over 

the ,counlry, too, and raili;oad men 
long ago got. used to · he Chinese 
ticke ts qr script on which swarms 
of ,busy little fuss-budgets rattle 
around t.he country, always on the 
cushions and always on business 
ot'great public importance, at the· 

'·expense of t?,_e upk_nown and for• 
·gotten man~that .,reactjon?ry,..cop­
per-headed tory who pays taxes, 
This system has become so wide 
and fat : now that anyone who 
questions -- it is an economic roy­
alist and · sure to get a kicking 
around from his local coliector of 
int_ernal revenue, who is a New 

. D~al politician himself, fo~• speak• 
ing ot it. 

· The arrogance of them is some­
thing su'ita ble for framing, too. 
They are now "the Guv'ment." 
' 'Trying to make democracy wo1·k" 
for the masses against the greedy 
tesistance of the .pernicious reac­
tionary, and i1 you add them up 
their pay will equal, l am con­
fident, all the stealings , of all the 
crooked bankers ·up to ·the time 
when the roof fell in. 

Certainly, ihe system- is no inol'e 
hones•t thJn that o( the bankers, 
and nobody M ... W11shingt0n . at• 
tempts to justify it on moral 
grounds. They just say it i.s 
politics, and that is supposed to 
explain all. It does; too. 
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A Nation· United 
By Dorothy Thompson. 

. / ' . . 

T-houghts During This • Struggle 
·THE COLUMN -that appeared . cau~e that is destructive ,of all 

her~ _last Monjay on . "Thoughts · order. I am willing tp share the 
After the Fall of Paris" has had results of my work with all who 
such a remark.1ble response that work. • But I am not willing to 
now I know th'lt I dld not really give it to the parasitically lazy. 
write it, but picked it out of -the For I do not ask that I myself 
a~r._ · . shall ' live without working. And 

.. In .d~eply tr.:>uhled times when since I know that work is a self-
.the nerves becon;e ~trained with creating process I am jealous of 
menfal 'anguish, · there comes to it for all men and women. 
people that integtatlun of . th9ught ~ 
and . emotion , o.ut ,of -which grows
the kind of C·)nvlction which is WHAT IS IT that I ·believe? I 
re~lly _an <!_c_t . of faith: ''The sub- beiieve ·what I know. All the rest 
stance' of thini;s hoped for· the is ~peculation, fascinating, protean, 
evidence of tnkgs tiu.s.een."'· • . excellent mental exercise but not

knc,wle,dge. lt' becomes' wisdom . 
In · times of gi:ea~ crisis indi- on2y when it is recognized and .-

viduals ei.~her ilv to pieces, or all valia,ated by that; conscious and : 
tq_e _pig,,es in •hem fly together, unconscious experience · of life : 
and w~at is tru~ 9f individuals is which is reality. 
true of peoples, of nations. When . I have read a library ..tun· of •. 
an indiviciual fails to ,react to dan- books· in my life, and some' of the 
ger ,,by that r.oontaneous mental mo.;,t brilliant and -seductive ·have.'· 
and - :,physical . c0~•rdlnation tha,t been the most nonsensical,· Who 
afone -.vill save h:m. ·he is sufl'.er- d •
ing '· from nervous .. brea:kaown. ' o_es not •know that ,, e~guisite 
The same is tn~e of nations. And pleasure, bow~ver, that ·springs 

, from ,tqe printed page when one· 
the faith that is in roy heart arises , reads ,a word -that opirur ·a blind 

-f.om seP.ing that, altnough Wash.' in the windows of 'one's ' mirtd?-
il1gton is truly , :;fferin.gfromnerv'- On~ sa~s. "that is tr~." . One 
0111 rea~o ., alf>ng e 1.ine . kno"\\l_s:'ft instantly-it ja 'the ket 
at , this mom~nt, the · American , for wruch one has been .looking-
p-eople .are not , Watching with It brings al-I other thoughts into 
horrow-stricke"l eyes the apoQa• shape, iJ adds to ' a harmony, it 
lyptic . spf.c.tacle of the 'collapse helps ·create the mind. 'It calls 
of a world m<1de of the &tuff of unconscious observations into the 
drea·ms and vanisiied with ·a sleep, cousciousness.. · It. is food and 
they · are pushing · through the .< drmk to tp~. spirit. 
chaos to clarity. to realism, re,a-
spn and truth, ~ · , NJ 

, _ ~ . WHAT DO I KNOW ,about bu-
·_EVERY ONE of us is asking man societies, 1rc,m all ', the ex-

himself today v,,hat he really cares perience of history ·. ap'd reality? 
for and what lie really believes. I kno.w that th :~y cam)ot' be · b,ased 
lt has ·become a necessity of our on hate. That remark ·is of an 
Uves, as real 11nd . necessary as extreme banaUty, .. but some· of 
brea~. . In th'it process of sel.t- our brightest intellectual11 do not 
criticism, that dtripping for action, recognize it, perhaps because it 
it · is ama.2:ing how ·much one is banpl • • , (Many banal things 
thro.ws away in -order to lighten are so.) That ls why the Com-
tl,.e pack one carries. munist revolution is the most 

.. For w):l.at. do ! really care, one ghastly failure in history. It has 
asks oneself. What i.; essen- eaten away the 9reaUve power of 
tlal to my happiness? Immedi- . a _great _slumbering race, and it 
ately . one rids oneself of a great , will di.sappear i~nominiou~_ly 
load of material thinas, Pleasant ,, . :from history, br<iugnt. doW?l '' by . 
t!Jings, P.ven . lovely . things, but · t~e. ~e~~on,s <':f war, ~onspiracy, 
n.ot things for which one really div1S101}_ .and... .treason which it 

1 cares. Do · ·l care 1tbout this large . :forged 1 .self. 
apartment. that sweet house in · That is why I know that the 
the country? No. I need a room Nazi system will fail, even it Hit-
of my· own, where I can be quiet, ler conquers -the whole earth. It 
and thinic and wo.,k. I need a is based upon hate, upon an arro-
room ·!or my child. ga!lt assµmption of unrea~ superi• 
- I do riot need any other ·shelter onty, and everything it does in 

whatsoever. I need a certain, the .long run will prove to be 
amount of caloric content of foo<l :false. Jt is an attempt' at world-
each day, and I need.no ofuer food wide political and economic mo• 
whatsoever. I -. need sufficient nopoly, llnd it ,s as true .now as 
clothes and changes· of · tllem to . it ever was -that. "all power -: cor-
~eep dean, and I would like them rupts -and absolute · power- \Cor-
11> make-·me fook ' as nice as pol!• rupts absolutely."., Just no.w it is 
sible, :becaus~-.' that 'hel,ps one'• . '. the greatest sur.ce~s story in his­
courage, . Qut I need no other . tory; but do no~ tie to it; it will · 
clothes whatsoever. ' · go down in one way ·or another: 

Tha°i"bouse,.ir1 the cou~try. · _Yes, : Either _from external' ~ressure or 
I · lo~e it, , because I planned it- from mtP.tnal corruption. -. , Ger-
tpek ,Jhe old tFi1cture, ripped oui mans · -with ligtit in · their• mirds 
this · wall, planned that chimney and reality . in tt,eir h.earts kn.ow 
there anci that'window there,-dui: it, )Vhy did they, spe11k to me in 
in the· gaTden, planted tile irises:... Europe when I.met son:ie ·ot i:heiri, • 
it.is. pai;-t' O.f ~yself, apd~ nqve, i . .. 7 here ,'-~J?,d -:-th~~e, . _,,wring~nt:, ll?,~ir 
But for what ·was .1 I , mall:ing HT' ,;, hands ~d :crylni, ,"'W,. ar~ gqiqg . 
For-_ µ:iy family ' and my . :friends. · to •wi11.this wa:r;!" ~An!f~ gQ~Y was ' 
.But who are. my f!Uilily .~nq. my Of¼ theJr fa~e~. ~ot on ever;yon,e's 
friends? - .Everyone '°day who f.~ce. No. But on ,the .fa9es · of 
sufl'ers .what J, suffer, and wants thosy _whose wisdorp.,, is deepest. , 
what I want, 14nd needs what I ·· I dq not know when· tl\ls w.!U 
need. I think of the hundreds of happen-whether in . 'my . life-
thousands of orpbaned.children In time--but it will happen. . I wait 
france and Belgium; tomorrow ip, with fascinated eyes for the peace 
England. Democracy's children. terms offered to France, If they 
I have rooms for them, and food .contain .a ray of noble magnanim-
for them. ~ I want to reach ity, I shall be somewhat shaken. 
~ em. I shall think "they are being sly, 
..: No, I d·o not want the state tn and it will take longer.'' But if 
take over my house. That is ·what they div.ide France and plunder 
\he Communists would do. They her liberties utterly, then I shall 
would make if into an institution. know that the day of reckoning is 
lt · is a home.' The state .cannot not so far pff. For there is a -nat-
make it into a hom e. They do ural law, and it nev!!r fail11. 
not un<l e.rst.and my house. Bu t if C'tJI 
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cnaos w CH<rny, •u 
son and truth. • · 

. ~ 

.EVE~Y ONE of us is asking 
himselt today what he really cares 
for and what he really believes. 
Jt has become a necessity of our 
li,ves, as real and necessary a.;; 
breaii. In that process of self­
cri_ticism, that stripping for action, 
if is amuing how much one 
throws away in order to liihten· 
tbe pack one carrie.s. . 

.For what. do ! really care, one 
asks oneself. What .i.;; essen­
tial to my happiness? Immedi­
ately one rids oneself of a great 
load of material things, Pleasant , 
things, t>ven lovely things, but° 
n.ot· things for which one· really 
cares. Doi.I care ;,bout this large 
apartment, .that sweet house in 
the country? No. I need a room 
of my own, where I can be quiet, 
and thin~ and wor-k. I need a 
room 'for my child. 

-I do riot need any other shelter 
whatsoever. I need · a certain, 
imount of caloric content of food 
each day, and I need no other food 
whatsoever. I , need sufficient 
clothes .and changes of them to • 
~eep clean, and I would like them 
W make ·me look as nice as pol'• 
sible, _because · that helps one's 
courage, but I need no other . 
clothes whatsoever. · 

That ·house-in the country. Yes • . 
I · lo~e it, -because I planned it­
tpok the old . tructure, ripped out 
this· wall, planned that chimney 
there and that window. th.ere-dui: 
in .the· garden, planted tile ir ises- · 

· it ..is_P!itt~~f ,myself, and I:lq_v:e 1t:. 
But for what was I xnaklng H.7 
For:•1JlY family and my friends. 
But who are my family and my 
:lr,iends? - Everyone today who 
suffers .. what I suffer, and wants 
what I want, a•nd needs what I 
need. I think o·f the hundreds of 
thousands of orpl)aned. children in 
france-and Belgium; tomorrow in 
England. Demqcracy's children. 
I have rooms for them, and food 
for them. a- I want to reach 
them. 
:- No, I do not want the state to 
talre over my hOuse. That is what 
the Comrpunists would do. They 
would ma•ke it. into an institution. 
It, is a home. The state cannot 
171ake it into a home. l'hey do 
not understand my house. But -it . 
they will Jet me make it into a 
larger home, I will do it, and do it 
better than they could. And a, 
r am, so are millions. · All the 
state needs· to be· is a transmission 
system.:...a transmission system to 
the power that is resident in every 
cell of our society. 

c-+.J) 

:- DO I CARE a:bout money? What 
ls money? In the bank lies a tru~t 
fund for my child, that if I die he 
~hall be sure of a home. But wbat 
is homer Has a Polish child with 
~ t.rl!st fund a · home? Thjs so• 
ciety is my child's holl\e, and if it 
!<Ollapses he may be hunted in the 
~tr_eets for all the.· money in the 
bank. Does the Government need 
that inoney· to save· and rebuild 
this society? Take it. But take 
it and save this society with it. 
.Do not hanqJi e1:tt t4:aftersl 
"Do not hancl it to the enem1es-oT­
-my child! It is a trust fund. 

~ 

' WHAT 15 IT that I need and 
:seek? I need to live in a society 
:md a world that makes sense. I 
cannot exist ·jn• an insane asylum. 
·'.I'. need to live b a ·world that I 
trust. I cannot live in a world .· 
that I do not trust. and that does · 
not trust me. I am willing to try 
to Jove my neighbor as myself. 
But not better than myself, be-

.. ere .- 11m:r:- th,c:re, wrin(ing 
hands and ,crying, ◄•w~ are i<?'ing 
to 'win"this wa~l'' And Jtgoriy was 
on their faces. · Not on everyoll.e's 
fa e. No. But· on the face;; of 
tho.se _whose wisdoIPI' is_ deepest. ,· 

·· I do not know when~ this w.iU 
happen-whether in my · life­
time-,.ibut it will· happen . . I wait 
with fascinated eyes for the peace 
terms offered to France. If they 
contain a ray of nbble magnanim• 
ity, I shall be somewhat shaken. 
I shall think "they are being sly, 
and it will take longer.'' But if 
they divide France and plunder 
her liberties utterly, . then I shall 
know that the day of reckonin-g is 
npt so far off. For there is a .nat­
ural law, and it nev~r fails. 

But democracy, noblest dream 
of man, wha,t · crlmes have ·we 
committed in your name, that you 
suffer now such bloody agonies? 
When ,d.id you degenerate on the 
political side into a filthy vote­
buying machine? When d,id you 
degenerate on the economic side 
io a money-worshiping stagna­
tion? When did labor bosses be­
come racketeers instead of demo­
cratic leaders of stroni and pride• 
ful guilds? When· did society be• 
come a per-petual war instead of a 
family in which each member 
performs his function under an 
authority that ltves by the respect 
it commands and not by naked 
force or votes manipulated or se­
duced? When did you forget 
"that hospitality that forever in• 
dicates heroes?" , 

Or have you .never really been 
born, ex-cept as an idea not yet 
made flesh and reality? 

Are you. not the revolution ,. of 
which these others will 'be ill­
cast fi;>rms, bnoken to 'bits in uni• 
versa! destruction? Are you. not 
tne revolution to end revolutions 
for centuries, and bring us peace? 

It so, ' let us set about building 
Y'9U, with the love of our hearts, 
the intelligence o:t our brains, and 
the work of our h1mds. 

~ 

WHAT DO I KNO.W ~bout hu­
man societies, 1rc,m· all ' the ex­
perience of history ~nd realtty? 
I know that th:~y· cannot be ·based 
on hate. That regiark is cit. an 
extrem_e bana!ity, but some of 
our brightest tntellectuals do not 
7ecognize· it, perhaps because it 
1s banal • . , (Many banal things 
are so.) That ls why the Com­
munist revolu+ion is the most 
ghastly failure in history. It° has 
eaten away the ~reaUve power of 
a great sluml;>erlng race and it 
will di.sappear igno~iniously 
from history, brought . down 'by 
t~e. ~eapo!)s _ot·.· war,, conspiracy, 
d1vmon · and. treason which it 
:toried ii.self. . 

That is why I know that the 
Nazi system will fail, even i~ Hit­
ler conquers the ·whole earth. It 
is based upon hate, upon an arro­
g8!1t assumption of unreai superi­
ority, ahd everything it does in 
the long run will prove to be 
false. It is an a itempt at world­
wide political and economic mo­
nopoly, 'ilnd it is as true now as 
it ever was .that "all power :cor­
rupts and absolute power 'cor­
rupts absolutely.'' Just no.w ,it is 
the greatest sul!cess story in hi.s­
tory; but do not tie to ·it; ·it will 
go down in one way .or ·· another: · 
Either from extei-nd pressure or 
from intl:!mal corruption. ·. Ger­
mans · wi-th light in their minds 
and reality in U,eir hearts know 
it. Why d~d they, speak to me in 
Eu_rope WGen I .met s_ome ·ot theiq, ' 

th~ir 
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LESSONS FROM FRANCE 

By Dorothy Thompson 

So there stands France today--Franoe, the birthplace of democracy; 

France, home of the sweetest and most humane of civiliza$tons--her face 

smeared with blood, her bands empty of weapons, with the black hooked cross 

flying over the city of light. 

Pe \ People are responsible for this. So thinks the common man in France. 

The last spurt of energy, the last gasp of fury is directed inward, not out­

ward. Hatred burns in the wounded and defeated heart. Somebody is to blame 

for thisl .Find the oulpritsJ 

The culprits, they think, are everywhere. The industrialist grinds 

his teeth and rem.embers the French Hew Deal. While Germany wa s working her 

factories morning, noon and night, shift after shift, every worker catalogued, 

eve-ry worker driven, 30 per cent of the total energies of the nation--energy 

units, not money units--working every moment, every yeari for arms, arms, 

arms, the French trade unions were demanding shorter days, slower work, higher 

pay, a "more abundant life." Where is the abundant life now1 '? Where is e:r.ry 

life? 

Tomorrow they will work for Germany, under the German rules. 

The workers' eyes blaze with fury. Didn't they promise us appeasement? 

All those people who had investments in Germany, who were in cartels with 

Germany? Werentt they kicking about taxes, trying to protect their money with 

one band and France with the other? Ther made the diplomacy that got us into 

this. They declared we were "neutral" in Spain--and now the Spanish and the 

Germans have ganged up on us. They were so scared of the Reds that they made 

us break the Russian-Soviet pact. They gave the. Czech guns away--to the Sermmns 

to be used against us. 

Our illies let us down, they all scream together: Why didn't Britain 
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have more divisions? Why wouldn't she introduce conscription? Bow about a 

Govermn.ent that was kissing Hitler up to the last minute••• Wasn't that the 

British government? Ho,rw about our politicians? Maneuvering among themselves­

as to which party and which individual would come out on top, right down to 

the last tragic minute. 

And so thousands of them begin to say: nin the world in which we live 

the Na·zis have proved that they are fit for survivai. All we have said against 

the Nazis and thought was just words and thoughts. 11 

Yes., t this is happening in France., where hatred., exhausted outward., turns 

inward. · 

/UL/)_ 
'rrrrrr 

.The lesson to be learned from this disaster is that defense begins inter­

ne.lly and not with guns, It begins with unity. But unity must be mobilized a­

round something concrete. It cannot be created by sermonizing about its virtues. 

People unite for a common purpose and for a connnon activity. You cannot., for 

instance, unite for a connnon grab except a common grab of some outsider's pro­

perty. A common grab within is a contradiction in terms. 

A defense program must be for defense of a policy and an objective. Other­

wise the guns we forge may be used one of these days for purposes we who build 

them never dreamed. We speak of 11 defending the Western Hemisphere. 11 But defend­

ing ~ 1estern Hemisphere? A political and economic policy, a philosophy of 

•politics, must be created, in order that one may know what one is defending. 

As things are now in the Western Hemisphere., it will be as difficult to 

defend it as it was for France and Britain to defend the separate states of Po­

land, Ruma.nia, Czeoho-itsvakia, Belgium. Does anything really tie North and 

South i\merica together except fear? That is a very weak foundation on which to 

build--fear. At present, the South American states are afraid of losing their 

European markets, and tomorrow many of them will be scrambling to switch into 
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line with whatever policy Hitier wants. 

The lesson of Europe is that a unity can be defended but not a political 

association that may at any moment dissolve by the mere change in a premier. 

The 'Balkan states were wedded to Germany not by loe.ns, which can at any moment 

be repudiated by a sovereign state, but by the most intricate web of economics 

in terms of real 1.hings, not money. As it turns out Hitler is getting all the 

money that the British and French lent their allies. The Turks were and still 

are the allies of Great Britain. But their guns, even if paid for in English 

pounds, were purchased in the Skoda works, formerly belonging to Czecho-Slovakia 

and now in German hands, and the ammunition for those guns had to be purchased 

in Germany. 

Germany created the real interests in the Balkans. The Allies created 

transitory political alliance an~ea.sily soluble financial dependencies. 

ffl 
THE..ll.EFORE, if we mean to defend Pan-America we must have a Pan-Afterica. 

And that involves a very great and difficult program. The Europe t hat a vic­

torious Hitler rill create will be a European customs union, with a managed 

currency, and it is going to be very difficult to compete with in this world. 

We certainly cannot confront that system with anything less well welded to­

gether. 

Pan-America means a customs and currency union and a connnon .~ and 

Navy. It means a common economic policy toword t he rest of the world. It 

means making our economies complementary rather than competitive. These things 

are possible, and not only possible but offer t he only hope for the establish­

ment in the Americas of a real "New World." 

But such a program would mean being able to throw off our old habits of 

thinking. It would certainly mean that we must industrialize this country much 

more t han it is industrialized at present and greatly increase it s population 
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by immigration. For we shall have to eat South American products, and t here are 

not enough of us to eat them. We certainly are not going to be able to buy them 

and t hrow them in the ocean. You cannot go against nature like t his. 

We failed to make a system of collective political and economic security 

to protect t he schem~of things t hat we had after t he last war. This column has 

consistently maintained that it would be a thousand times easier to protect the 

European democracies, by all holding together, than to adjust ourselves to what 

would follow if they collapsed. But t hat is all ,vater under bridges now, except 

for the last heroic stand of Britain with t he aid of whatever we can send her. 

We should send her everything we have, because she is using her men and :material 

against t he only force on earth that threatens us from the Altantic side. 

But one nmst also have foresight to prepare for the eventuality that she 

loses t he war as definitely as France has lost it • .And t hat means complete 

United States isolation, i n an extremely bad strategical position, with two 

oceans that are no defense at all unless on holds naval and air bases in them 

at strategical points, and with an extremely weak position in South .America; or 

it means vigorous New Pan-American politics and economics that will be proof 

against everything because they are r eally mutually beneficial and bound by ties 

that cannot be dissolved by a mere change in ministries. 

# #= 
In union is strength. On t his hemisphere we are where we were on this 

continent 150 years ago. 



A NATION UNITED 

By Dorothy Thompson 

Thoughts During This Struggle 

THE COLUMN that appeared here last Monday on "Thoughts After t he Fall of 

Paris" ha.s ha.d such a remarkable response that now I know that I did not really 

write it, but picked it out of the air . 

In deeply troubled times, when the nerves become strained with mental 

anguish, t here comes to people that integration of thought and emotion out of . 

vthich grows t he kind of conviction which is really an a.ct of faith: "The sub­

stance of t hings hoped for; t he evidence of things unseen." 

In times of great crisis individuals either fly to pieces, or all the 

pieces in t hem fly together, and what is true of individuals is true of peoples , 

of nations. vVhen an individual fails to react to danger by that spontaneous 

mental and physical coordination that a.lone will save him, he is suffering from 

nervous breakdown. The same is true of nations. And t he fait h that is in my 

heart arises from seeing that, although Wa,shington is truly suffering i'rom 

nervous breakdown all _along t he line at t his moment, the .American people axe not. 

Watching vnth horrow-stricken eyes the apocalyptic spectacle of t he collapse of 

a world made of the stuff of dreams and vanished with a sleep, they are pushing 

through t he chaos to clarity, to realism, reason and truth • 

..iLJ1JJ. mnr 

EVERY ONE of us is asking himself today what he really cares for and 

what he really believes. It has become a necessity of our lives, as real and 

necessary as bread. In that process of self-criticism, that stripping for action, 

it is amazing how much one t hrows away in order to lighten t he pack one carries. 

For what do I really care, one askes oneself. What is essential to my 

happiness, Immediately one rids oneself of a great load 0£ material t hings. 

Pleasant t hings, even lovely t hings, but not t hings for which one really cares. 

Do I care about t his large apartment, t hat svreet house in the country1 No . I 
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need a room of my own., where I can be quiet, and think and vrork. I need a room 

for my child. 

I do not need any other shelter whatsoever. I need a certain amount of 

caloric content of food each day, ru1d I need no other foo~ whatsoever. I need 

sufficient clothes and changes of t hem to keep clean, and I would like them to 

make me look as nice as possible, because t hat helps one's courage, but I need 

no other clothes whatsoever. 

That house in t he country. Yes, I love it, because I planned it--took 

the old structure, ripped out t his wall, planned t hat chinmey t here and that 

window there--dug in the garden, planted the irises--it is part of myself, and 

I love it. But for what was I ma.king it? For my family and my friends. But 

who are my family and my friends? Everyone today who suffers what I suffer, 

and ,w.nts vvhat I want, and needs what I need. I think of t he hundreds of thou­

sands of orphaned children in France and Belgium; tomorrow in England. Demo­

cracy's children. I have rooms for t hem, and food for t hem, and I want to 

reach them. 

No, I do not want t he state to take over my house. ·That is what the 

Communists would do. They would make it into an institution. It is a ho:\j.e. 

The state cannot make it into a home. They do not understand my house. But if 

they v-rill let me make it t\nto a larger home, I will do it, and do it better 

than they could. And as I am, so are millions. All the state needs to be is a 

transmission system--a transmission system to t he power t hat is resident in. 

every cell of our society. 

#=fl# 

DO I CARE about money? Vf..'1.8.t is money? In t he bank lies a trust fund for 

my child., that if I die he shall be sure of a home. But what is home? Has a 

Polish child with a trust fund a home? This ~ociety is my child's home, and 

if it collapses he may be hunted in the streets for all the money in the bank. 

Does the Gcivernment need t hat money to save and rebuild t his society? Take it. 

But take it and save this society with it. Do not hand it out to grafters~ 
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Do not hand i t to t he enemies of my child! It is a trust fund. 

=!Hf# 
WHAT I S IT that I need and seek ? I need to live in a society and a world 

that me.kes sense. I cannot exist in an insane asylum. I need to live in a 

world that I trust. I cannot live in a world that I do not trust and that does 

not trust me. I am willing to try to love my neighbor as myself. But not 

better than myself, because that is destructive of all order. I am willing to 

share the result s of my work with all who work . But I am not willing to give 

it to the parasitically lazy. For I do not a sk that I myself shall live ,vithout 

working. And since I know that work is a self-creating process I am jealous of 

it for all men and women. 

=#=l/=11= 

VffiA.T I S IT that I believe? I believe what I know. All the rest is specu­

lation, fascinating, protean, excellent mental exerci se, but not knowledge. It 

becomes wisdom only when it is recognized and validated by that conscious and 

unconscious experience of life which is reality. 

I have read a library f ull of books in my lif e, and some of t he most bril­

liant and seductive have been t he most nonsensical. Who does not know that ex­

quisite pleasure, however, t hat springs from t he printed page when one reads a 

word that opens a blind in t he windovrs of one's mind? One says, 11that is true. 11 

One knows it instantly--it is_the key for which one has been looking--It brings 

all other t houghts int o shape, it adds to a harmony, it helps create the mind. 

It calls unconscious observations into t he consciousness. It is food and drink 

to the spirit. 

ffl 
V'JHAT DO I KNOW about human societies, from all the e.xperience of history 

and reality? I know t hat t ::,ey cannot be based on hate. That remark is of an 

extreme banality, but some of our brightest int el l e6tuals do not recognize it, 
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perhaps because it is banal ••• (Many banal things are so.) That is why the 

Communist revolution is the most ghastly failure in history. It has eaten a­

way the creative power of a great slumbering raoe, and it will disappear ignom­

iniously from history, brought down by the weapons of war, conspiracy, division 

and treason which it forged itself. 

That is why I know that the Nazi system vdll !'ail, even if Hitler conquers 

t he whole earth. It is based upon hate, upon an arrogant assumption of unreal 

superiority, and everyt~ing it does in t he long run will prove to be false. It 

is an attempt a._t worldwide political and economic monopoly., and it is as true 

now as it ever was that "all power corrupt s and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 11 

Just now it is t he greatest success story in history; but do not tie to it; it 

will go down in one way or another: Either from external pressure or from in­

ternal corruption. Germans with light in their minds and r ea.lity in their hearts 

know it. Why did they speak to me in Europe when I met some of them, here and 

there, wringing their hands and crying ., nwa are going to vrin t his warl" And 

agony was on their faces. Not on everyone's face. No. But on ·che faces of 

t hose whose wisdom is deepest. 

I do not know when t his will happen--whether in my lifetime--but it will 

happen. I wait with fascinated eyes for the peace terms offered to France. If 

they contain a ray of noble magnanimity., I shall be somewhat shaken. I shall 

t hink 11they are being sly, and it will take longer." But if they divide France 

and plunder her liberties utterly, then I shall know t hat the day of reckond.'lig 

is not so far off. For there is a natural law, and it never fails. 

4/=i!# 
But democracy, noblest dream of man, what crimes have we committed in your 

name, that you suffer now such bloody agonies? When did you degenerate on t he 

political side i nto a filthy vote-buying machine? When did you degenerate on 

the economic side to a money-worshiping stagnation? When did labor bosses be­

come racketeers instead of democratic leaders of strong and prideful guiwds? 
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When did society become a perpetual war instead of a family in which each member 

performs his function under an authority that lives by t he respect it commands 

and not by naked f orce or votes manipulated or seduced? When did you forget 

"that hospitality t hat forever indicates heroes?" 

Or have you never really been born, except as an idea not yet ma.de flesh 

and reality? 

Are you not t he revolution, of which t hese others will be ill-cast forms, 

broken to bits in universal dest ruct ion? Are you not t he revolution to end 

revolutions for centuries, and bring us peace? 

If so, let us set about building you, with t he love of our hearts, the 

intelligence of our brains, and the work of our hands. 



.Anywhere, at all times, in all ages, the line of truth moves. The 

real truth is that which under pressure causes increasing numbers of per­

sons to look in the direction of the same truth. Those of most exactitude 

are joined by the multitude, and so the many tell the few. The few talk­

ing in silence, each to himself; hearing the voices of others through 

silence end space, now find all space and the only living thing filled 

with the multitude all in Dfriendly sound. 

And so one kllows the heart of the multitude for the first time, and 

is glad. 

For this heart is neither gay nor silent. It is the reservoir, the 

magnificent universal reality of the thing itself--the soul, the ultimate 

end only reality of the mw--the truth of things seen and not seen. 

As the ones agitate in the pressure, a song arises. And so glad may 

we be. 



June 21, 1940 

De9r Mies Thompsons 

In your msil, you probably nffer 

will reach this one. 

But. if one ot those who open 

the mail is a Qit of you yoursolt, you 

me.y- aee it. 

Sincerely, 



1'hompaon • • ohalle11.go to me. a men. ie &imply t:hiaa ".How doea a tat 

Dctecr t e~ve himself' from e. little Deepot'I '' 

Tb& 0.1:10orat streamlines in a turkieh bath. along tho linea or Pepper•• 

seveo. i,oints. 

All detailed aote are to prepare tor the liitlor atteok. Any proposed 

act tbnt does not do th&t 1e hog-,iiaah. 

Any ))em.oot>at kL1owe under pressure time 1& the esee.nea of the oontraot, 

end that lendorebip in direction muet be ebsolute. Example, A liner on a 

peaceful sea hits an iceberg. · The captain com;ne.nda. The ptu1seng0ra d0ll14nd 

a oapts1n to ao.r:-mmd. 

i'le Ame1·ios.n•· proudly must e.sk the oaptain t o ooJllJllWld, and g.lve him 

him commiadon ot OOlnl'BOlld tor tho duration of the defense need. 

Siaoe all p01.tor ie oorrupt1n. and corruptible., Sen.ate Md !louee ahoulcl 

ait in continuous session to revoke all anlE!.l"ged 1,01,e e in wholtJ Oi.' in pnrt 

it e.buaed. But tho giving in good gran1t of tho whole frruneowrk now ia the 

epeedwagoa that t\ d.emoorooy mun J'ide iat-o action. The giving ot the neat.-

dent thia pnrt en.d th•n. that part of epai.,~~on -whon h_e aeke tot· it, and 

giving with grumbling, m.11 l'lear out th., loader o.nd the epeeduagon will 

aner be eesanbled 1n t1me. 

The Peppor proposBle are tho epeochm5on. 

Someone e.genoy--agenoy of tho peoplo--muJJt give. It io sincerely 

hoped tho.t no one aeks. 

• 

https://ohalle11.go
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